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(REPRINTS  OF  REPORTS  FROM  THE  TRANSCRIPT    PRESS.) 


INTRODUCTORY     NOTE. 


*  ♦  »■ 


The  following  Index  has  been  prepared  in  accordance  with 
a  vote  of  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

In  this  compilation,  the  following  topics  are  omitted,  as 
not  essential,  or  as  better  classified  for  reference  in  De- 
partment offices:  — 

Petitions  received  and  referred.     See  City  Clerk. 

Orders  of  notice,  and  hearings,  unless  subjects  of  disoussion. 

See  City  Clerk. 
Committees.     See  pocket  edition  of  "  Organization  of  City 

Government,  1875." 
Police  Officers  and  Special  Police.     See  Police  Department 

Records. 
Truant  Officers.     See  School  Department. 
Fire  Department  Officers  and  Members.      See  Department 

Report  and  Records. 
Jurors,  list  of,  and  jurors  drawn.     See  City  Clerk's  Lists. 
Constables  and  Constables'  Bonds.     See  City  Clerk's  Lists. 
Streets,  betterments   assessed   and  abated.     See  Records  of 

Street  Commissioners  and  Supt.  Streets. 


Streets,  temporary  closing,  removal  of  obstructions,  paving, 
etc.,  front  of  estates.     See  Supt.  Streets. 

Sewers,  assessments  made,  abated,  and  postponed.  See 
Records  of  Sewer  Department. 

Buildings,  permits  authorized.  See  Records  of  Inspector  of 
Buildings. 

Public  Buildings,  use  of  granted.  See  Supt.  Public  Buildings. 

Extensions  of  time  for  building.    See  Supt.  Public  Lands. 

Taxes,  assessed  and  abated.     See  Assossors. 

Claims,  allowed,  and  leave  to  withdraw,  unless  subjects  of 
disoussion.     See  Clerk  of  Committees. 

Auditor's  Monthly  Exhibits.     See  City  Documents. 

Leases.     See  Auditor  of  Accounts. 

Licenses  to  Auctioneers,  Undertakers,  Victuallers,  Pawnbrok- 
ers, Newsboys,  Bootblaoks,  and  for  Steam  Engines  and 
Boilers,  Hoisting  Beams,  Storage  of  Petroleum,  Stables, 
Carriages,  Wagons,  Sprinkling  Streets,  Intelligence 
Offices,  sale  of  Second-hand  Articles,  Billiard  Halls, 
Projecting  Signs  and  Lanterns,  Exhibitions,  etc.  See 
Lists  and  Records  of  City  Clerk. 


Note  relating  to  the  City  Publications. 


The  Third  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Printing  (City 
Document  114,  1873)  contains  a  full  explanatory  list  of  the 
City  Publications.  The  report  is  out  of  print  in  pamphlet 
form,  but  may  be  found  in  the  bound  volumes  of  1873,  vol.  4. 

Subsequent  modifications  of  the  above-mentioned  list  have 

occurred  as  follows:  — 

A  revised  "Index  to  the  City  Documents,  1834  to  1874,"  com- 
piled by  James  M.  Bugbee,  has  been  printed  in  pam- 
phlet form,  and  placed  in  the  first  volume  of  the  bound 
set  of  Documents  of  1874. 

Laws  and  Ordinances.  —  A  volume  has  been  issued,  "com- 
prising all  the  Ordinances  and  parts  of  Ordinances  passed 
by  the  City  Council,  and  all  the  rules  and  regulations 
passed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,"  from  the  date  of  the 
previous  revision  (Jan.  1st,  1870,)  to  August  1st,  1874. 
A  pamphlet  supplement  has  also  been  issued,  comprising 
the  Laws  for  1874,  and  Ordinances  for  the  remainder  of 
the  year. 

Drake's  History  of  Boston.  —  A  communication  from  Mr. 
Drake,  stating  his  inability  to  proceed  with  this  work, 
was  referred  to  tho  Committee  on  Printing,  and  Mr. 
Drake's  decease  has  terminated  the  contract  made  with 
him  (on  Auditor's  files). 

A  Memorial  of  Charles  Sumner  from  the  City  of  Boston  has 
been  issued,  comprising  the  Action  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment, and  of  tho  citizens  in  Faneuil  Hall,  the  Funeral 
Services,  the  Memorial  Services,  and  the  Eulogy  by 
Hon.  Carl  Schurz. 

A  memorial  volume  of  the  Centennial  Celebration,  June  Yith, 
has  been  issued,  in  accordance  with  order  on  page  35C. 


An  Index  to  the  City  Council  Reports  of  Proceedings  for  the 
year  1872  has  been  printed. 

An  Ordinance  passed  Sept.  29,  1874,  requires  the  Printing 
Committee  "to  designate  the  number  of  public  docu- 
ments, books  or  pamphlets"  authorized  by  the  City 
Council,  and  gives  the  City  Messenger  the  "care,  cus- 
tody and  distribution  of  said  documents,  books  and 
pamphlets,  subject  to  such  rules  and  regulations  as  the 
said  Committee  may  adopt." 

An  Ordinance  passed  Dec.  8,  1874,  empowers  the  Printing 
Coinmitteo  to  "  authorize  tho  sale  at  an  approximate  cost 
price  of  any  surplus  bound  copies  of  any  such  docu- 
ments, books  or  pamphlets." 

The  Printing  Committee  have  passed  the  following  order: 
"Ordered,  That  the  City  Messenger  be  authorized  to 
sell  to  parties  applying  therefor  any  surplus  bound 
copies  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  18U9,  and  of  the 
Supplement  thereto,  at  the  following  prices:  Revised 
Ordinances  of  18G9.  $4.00  per  copy;  Supplement,  1870 
to  1874,  in  cloth  $1.00,  in  calf  $1.50."  The  Committee 
have  also  directed  that  tho  City  Messenger  continue  to 
supply  the  Ordinances  to  members-elect  of  the  City 
Government,  and  the  city  publications  to  applicants  in 
certain  cases;  and  discontinue  supplying  the  City  Coun- 
cil Reports  of  Proceedings  to  persons  not  connected  with 
the  City  Government,  the  Press  excepted.  The  distri- 
bution of  the  city  publications  is  discretionary  with  the 
City  Messenger,  when  directions  from  the  Committee 
are  inapplicable. 

January  1,  1870. 


INDEX  TO  PROCEEDINGS  IN  CONVENTION. 


ORGANIZATION    OF   THE    CITY  GOVERNMENT. 

January  4th,  1875. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  George  Putnam,  1 

Oath  of  office  administered  to  Hon.  Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor. 

elect,  by  Hon.  Horace  Gray,  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme 

Judicial  Court,  1 


Oaths  of  office  administered  by  Mayor  to  members-elect  of  each 

branch  of  City  Council,  1 
Delivery  of  Mayor's  Inaugural  Address,  1 

Election  and  Qualification  of  City  Clerk. 

Samuel  F.  McCleary  elected,  2 

Oath  of  office  administered  by  Mayor,  2 
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ORGANIZATION  AND  REGULAR  MEETINGS. 

Board  called  to  order  by  City  Clerk,  1 

Convention  for  qualifications  of  members  of  City  Government,  1 
John  T.Clark  elected  chairman,  1 
Address  of  chairman.  1 

Notice  to  Common  Council  of  organization  of  Board  of  Alder- 
men, 1 
Notice  from  Common  Council  of  its  organization,  1 
Convention  for  election  of  City  Clerk.  2 
Mondays,  4  P.  M.,  assigned  for  regular  -weekly  meetings,  2 


ALPHABETICAL  INDEX. 

Annexation  — 

Brookline  —  representation  of  city  in  support,  151 
Appropriations  — 

Annual  Appropriations,  discussion,    165;    Discussion   and 
orders  passed,  189 

$10,000,  for  extension  of  Commonwealth  Ave.,  set  apart,  206 

For  curb  for  Tremont  St.  Mall,  set  apart,  240 

City's  share  of  revenue  from  Liquor  licenses  to  reduction  of 
city  debt.  262 

For  Collector's  Department,  453 

Order  passed  to  report  if  unexpended  balances  can  be  trans- 
ferred to  Paving,  516 

$6,800  for  Eastern  Ave.  Wharf,  517 

$6,900  for  Park  Dep't,  529 

Report  on  additional  Paving  appropriation,  665 
Appropriations  —  additional 

$116.85  for  elevator  in  City  Hall,  189 

Kequest  for  $30.00u  for  Atlantic  Ave..  279 

$3,064  for  South  Hoston  Court-room,  337 

$6,000  ior  Vegetable  Market.  466 

$6,000  for  Mercantile  Wharf  Market,  479 

$3,100  to  Tremont  St.  Mall  Curb,  532 

$2,500  Mount  Hope  Cemetery,  762 
Appropriations  —  transfers  — 

$a0u  to  Common  Council  Contingent  Fund,  46 

$2,000  to  Police  Station  House,  Ward  16,  34,  48 

$25,000  to  Overseers  of  Poor.  83,  111 

$5,0U0  to  Newbury  St.  School-house,  111 

$9,000  to  Columbus  Ave.  Extension,  122 

$19.2«6.44  to  School  Expenses,  166,  193 

$22,831.88  from  widening  Hanover  St..  and  $7,168.12  from 
Reserved  Fund,  to  extension  of  Atlantic  Ave.,  295 

$10,000  to  Police  Station-house  No.  8.  295,  332 

Police,  $5,000  lor  pursuing  criminals,  309,  321,  332 

$2,000  for  improvement  of  Orchard  Park,  319,  333 

$5,000  additional  to  17th  June,  323 

$30,000  to  Northampton  St.  District,  350 

$28,500  to  Suffolk  St.  District.  398 

$10,000  for  dredging  Koxbury  Canal,  etc.,  421 

$12,000  for  Mercantile  Wharf  Market.  421 

$33,887.78  to  Collector's  Department,  454 


$1,000  to  Auditor's  Department,  454 
$1,000  to  Treasury  Depaitment,  454 
*100  to  Lamp  Department,  tools,  455 
$1,100  for  Glover  Statue,  465 
Police.  $1,300  for  Badges,  etc..  467,  479 
Ferries,  sundry  items  for  repairs,  495 
Reg.  Voters,  $*65.09  to  Assessors'  Sheets,  516 
Common,  sundry  items.  559 
$64.46  for  widening  Leverett  Street,  559 
$400  for  repairs  wagon,  etc..  Inspection  Buildings,  560 
$5,500  for  rebuilding  Commercial  Point  Bridge,  582 
$1,500  for  repairs  of  Station  Houses,  598 
$5,000  to  Northampton  St.  District,  644 
$3,000  to  New  Engine  Houses,  644 
$8,500  to  Suffolk  St.  District,  665 
$50,000  for  Paving.  680 

Board  of  Health  —  $1,000  to  Evergreen  Cemetery,  685 
"  $1,000  to  Public  Urinals,  685 

"  "  $1,000  to  Printing,  685 

Public  Buildings  — $2,000  to  new  Heating  Apparatus,  687 
Police— $500  to  "  Feeding  Prisoners,"  705 

"       $3u0  to  Horse  and  Carriage  hire,  705 
Lamps  — $10,000  to  Castings,  724 

"        $2,000  to  Wrought-iron  Work,  724 

"        $6,000  to  Gas  Lanterns.  724 

"        $100  to  Committee's  expenses,  724 
East  Boston   Ferries  -  $2,000  to    Carpenters   and    Joiners 

works  on  boats,  724 
Common  —  $450  to  Orchard  Park.  725 
Water  — $2,500  to  Chestnut  Hill  Driveway,  733 
Common,  etc.  —  $417.35  for  concrete  walks  in  Independence 

Square,  733 
Pauper  Expenses  —  $800  to  keeping  Horse  and  repairs  of 

Carriage,  752 
Pauper  Expenses  —  $310.91  to  new  Steamboat,  752 
Water  Works  — $7,000  for  Service  Pipes.  763 

"  "  $1,000  for  repairing  Reservoirs,  763 

"  "  $500  for  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir,  763 

Common  —  $447  for  horse,  etc.,  Supt.,  768 
Health  —  $200  for  Advertising,  768 
Auditor  of  Accounts  — 

Estimates  for  1875-6  referred,  111 

Authorized  to  make  closing  transfers  of  appropriations,  111 

Explanations  of  Salaries  in  Auditor's  Department,  166 

Order  relating  to  Annual  Report,  264 

Annual  Report,  393 

Baggage  —  see  Unclaimed  Baggage. 
Ballast  Lighters  — 

Quarterly  Reports  of  Inspector,  4,  192,  394 

Communication  from  Com.  on  Harbor,  referred,  224 

Ordinance  passed,  293 
Bells  —  see  Clocks 
Bigelow  (Alderman)  —  remarks:  on 

Age  of  policemen  on  appointment,  67 

Public  Parks,  84 


IV 
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Swett  St.  Extension,  147 

South  Boston  Railroad,  189 

Annual  Appropriations.  190 

System  of  Keeping  city's  accounts,  194 

Board  of  Education.  2'22 

Salaries  of  Constables  in  District  Courts,  226 

Seventeenth  of  June,  263 

Street  sweeping-machines,  265 

Fourth  of  July,  348 

Car  tracks  in  Court,  Devonshire  and  State  Sts.,  380,  440 

Collecting  new  market  rents,  449 

Paving  Bedford  Street.  518 

Salaries  of  Deputy  Collectors.  528,  562 

Car  tracks  in  Columbus  Avenue.  577 

Mystic  contract  for  East  Boston  water  supply,  577 

Division  of  Wards.  580 

Exhibition  of  Cardiff  Giant,  5S3 

House  Offal.  6J0 

Swing  Signs  and  Awnings,  645,  681 

Appropriation  for  Maps,  etc.,  for  Centennial,  686,  703 

Salaries  of  Constables,  711 

Protection  of  life  at  Jamaica  Pond,  725 

Water  supply  for  Brighton  and  West  Roxbury,  742 

Employment  for  the  l'oor,  753 

Church  St.  District,  right  of  way,  755 

Fees  of  Deputy  Collectors,  765 

Birds  — 

C.  G.  and  F.  H.  Brackett  authorized  to  take  nests,  etc.,  193 

Board  of  Education  — 

Resolution  and  discussion,  209 

Resolve  passed,  expedient  to  apply  for  authority  to  ap- 
point, 221 

Order  discussed  and  passed  directing  Legislative  Committee 
to  ask  for  Act,  221 

Discussion,  and  concurrence  in  amendment,  269 

Board  of  Health  —  see  Health,  Board  of 

Bonds  — 

Order  passed  to  pay  Francis  A.  Hall  three  gold  coupons,  46 

Certificate  of  indebtedness  to  John  GiLon,  authorized,  49 

Release  to  Alexander  Dickson,  209 
Bonds  of  city  officers  — 

Annual  examination.  334 

Report  of  Examination  accepted,  423 

Of  City  Treasurer  approved,  436 

Of  Collector  approved,  436 
Boston,  Hartford  and  Erie  R.  R. — 

Leave  granted  to  construct  abutment  at  crossing  of  Dor- 
Chester  Ave..  356 
Boston  and  Northwestern  R.  R.— 

Hearing  on  location  and  terminus,  318 

Report  accepted,  location  approved,  375 
Boston  and  Providence  R.  R.  Co. — 

Authorized  to  change  grade  of  South  St.,  and  rebuild  Stony 
Brook  Culvert.  375 

Order  passed  relating  to  Rogers  Ave.  R.  R  Crossing,  424 
Boston,  Revere  Beach  and  Lynn  R.  R.  — 

Bond  for  laud  damages,  294 

Discussion,  and  order  passed  relating  to  bond,  346 

Report,  and  hearing  appointed,  454 

Hearing  and  order  passed  assessing  damages,  493,  597 
Boston  Typographical  Union  — 

Peimit  for  convention  in  Common  Council  Chamber,  294; 
thanks  received,  452 
Bridges  — 

Annual  reports  of  Superintendents.  4.  7,  13 

Cambridge,  annual  report  of  Commissioner,  48 

Charles  River,  order  passed  to  contract  for  repairs,  112 

Chelsea  and  Winthrop,  order  passed  to  contract  for  repairs, 
112 

Albany  St.,  order  passed  to  close  for  repairs,  137 

Broadway,  order  passed  for  repainting,  168 

engines  authorized  for  draw,  250 

Order  for  plans  and  estimates  for  West  Chester  Park 
bridges,  293 

Permit  to  Fitchburg  R.  R.  Co.  to  erect  building,  308 

Prison  Point,  orders  passed  to  close  and  repair,  265 

Warren,  order  passed  to  repair,  269 

Chelsea,  order  passed  to  repair,  269,  297 

order  passed  to  close,  298 

Charles  River,  order  passed  to  pave,  297 

order  passed  to  close,  2J8,  451 

West  Chester  Park,  permit  from  Railroad  Commissioners, 
308 

Mt.  Washington  Ave.,  replanking,  310 

Chelsea,  $500  additional  for  repairs,  334 

Maiden,  order  passed  to  contract  for  building,  373;  to  close, 
451 

Meridian,  order  passed  to  contract  for  rebuilding  draw  and 
repairing  piers,  373;  closed,  455 

Albany  St.,  order  passed  to  repair,  440 

Broadway,  repair  of  roadway,  448 

Albany  Street,  closed,  517 

Mt.  Washington,  orders  passed  to  close  and  repair,  532 

Commercial  Point,  appropriation  for  rebuilding,  582 

Arsenal  Bridge,  order  passed  to  pay  Messrs.  Knox  &Angier, 
610 


637 


Report  on  Back  Bay  Bridges,  623 

Discussion  on  Back  Bay  Bridges  and  order  passed,  i 

Tenean  Bridge,  closed  for  repairs,  647 

Report  relating  to  Eastern  Ave.  Bridge,  647;  recommitted, 
656 ;  report.  688 

Broadway,  closed  for  repairs,  6S7 

Congress  St.,  named,  and  office  of  Superintendent  established, 
705 

Mt.    Washington    Ave.,    building   Superintendent's    office 
authorized.  734 

Federal  St.,  order  passed  to  repair,  764 

Eastern  Ave.,  discussion  on  naming,  6S8 
Buildings  — 

Order  passed  to  report  rules  for  moving,  21 

Rules  to  regulate  moving,  reported  and  adopted,  33 

Annual  report  of  Inspector,  34 

$2  000  allowed  for  clerical  assistance,  92 

Inspector  allowed  use  of  horse  and  vehicle,  393 

Committee  authorized  to  issue  permits  during  summer  re- 
cess, 423 

Order  passed  to  examine  egress  from  public  buildings,  431 
Burrage  (Alderman)  — remarks:  on 

The  Park  question,  15.  69,  96,  191 

Additional  Water  Supply.  36,  173 

Order  to  contract  with  Brookline  Gaslight  Co.,  45 

Age  of  policemen  on  appointment,  67 

Widening  School  Street.  95 

New  City  Charter.  127,  133 

Fire  Inspector,  146 

Annual  Appropriations,  166,  180 

Supplies  for  Public  Institutions,  169,  195 

South  Boston  Bailroad,  189,  194 

System  of  keeping  city's  accounts,  194 

Allowance  for  Decoration  Day,  204 

Board  of  Education.  209,  221 

Salaries  of  Constables  in  District  Courts,  226 

Brighton  Betterments,  241 

New  Vegetable  Markets,  249,  266 

Seventeenth  of  June.  262,  2o8,  322 

Street  sweeping  machines,  265 

Board  of  Education,  269 

Boston,  Revere  Beach  and  Lynn  R.  R.,  294 

Railroad  obstructions  in  East  Boston,  296 

Fourth  of  July.  319,  348 

Water  Supply" for  Wards  17  and  19,  320 

School-house  at  City  Point,  34 ■( 

Wood  pavement  in  Court  St.,  357 

Suffolk-st.  District  Claims.  377 

Car  Tracks  in  Court,  State  and  Devonshire  Sts.,  378,  394, 
413.  435,  457 

Dredging  Roxbury  Canal,  395,  421 

Back  Hay  Improvement,  398,  498 

Lafayette  Square.  431 

Fence  on  Common,  432,  498,  508,  532 

Duties  of  City  Registrar.  444 

Reports  from  License  Commissioners,  444 

Collecting  new  market  rents,  449,  456 

Regulation  of  hacks,  etc  .  478 

Madison  Square  appropriation,  499 

Paving  Bedford  Street,  518 

Census  Statistics,  518 

Salaries  of  Deputy  Collectors,  528,  562 

Employment  of  criminals,  529 

Public  School  system,  531 

Removal  of  swing  signs,  534,  563 

Removal  of  bay  windows,  535 

Car-tracks  in  Court  Street,  563 

Car-tracks  in  Columbus  Avenue,  577 

Water  supply  to  East  Boston.  577 

Vacancies  in  Mystic  Water  Board,  578 

Division  of  Wards.  579,  586,  605 

Exhibition  of  Cardiff  Giant,  583 

Pay  of  City  laborers.  601 

Additional  Court  room.  609 

School  St.  widening.  620,  640 

Car-tracks  on  Court  St.,  624 

Pay  of  Lamplighters,  623 

Division  of  Wards,  636 

Back  Bay  Bridges,  637 

House  Offal,  640,  685 

Swing  Signs  and  Awnings,  644,  667,  681 

Truant  School  and  Small-pox  Hospital,  659 

Taxes  of  John  Jeffries.  Jr.,  682,  736 

Naming  Eastern  Ave.  Bridge,  688 

Appropriation  for  Maps,  etc.,  for  Centennial,  703 

Salaries  of  Constables,  7U8 

Office  hours  in  City  Departments,  712 

City  Charter,  719 

Railroad  tracks  in  East  Boston,  723 

Protection  of  life  at  Jamaica  Pond,  725 

Swett  St.,  734a 

Water  supply  for  Brighton  and  West  Roxbury,  742 

Employment  for  the  Boor,  753 

Church  St.  District,  right  of  way,  755 

City  Hospital.  Homoeopathic  treatment,  757 

Small-pox  Hospital,  762 

Fees  of  Deputy  Collectors,  765 

Veto  of  order  to  pay  Deputy  Collectors,  772 
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Cambridge  Railroad  — 

Additional  tracks  on  Leverctt  Street,  granted,  494 
Cemeteries  — 

Cedar  Grove,  Annual  report,  321 

Mt.  Hope,  animal  report,  333 
Census,  and  Division  of  Wards  — 

Report  in  part,  and  order  passed  relating  to  census,  22 

Discussion  on.  29 

"  and  amended  order  passed,  37 

"  and  concurrence  on  35  Wards,  122 

Report  relating  to  agents  for  taking  census,  208 

Order  passed  to  employ  agents,  22i) 

Agents  for  taking  census  confirmed,  239,  261,  292,  307,  318, 
332,  393 

Enumeration  of  statistics  approved,  261 

Order  passed  relating  to  statistics,  293 

Committee  instructed  to  prepare  wclieme  for  24  wards,  376 

Report  of  Census  aggregates  referred,  452 

Report  of  enumerators  referred,  with  instructions,  465 

Report  on  obtaining  and  publishing  statistics,  4*2;  order  re- 
jected, 49-1  ;  reconsideration  discussed  and  refused,  518 

Compensation  for  taking  the  census,  490.  534 

Report  on  division  of  Wards.  579;  discussion,  amendments 
proposed  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  584 

Discussion  on  Wards,  amendments  adopted,  ordinance 
passed,  and  order  to  print,  604 

Order  passed  relating  to  polling  places,  610 

Report  on  Printing  expenses,  etc.,  and  order  passed,  623 

Order  passed  to  pay  bdl  of  Sampson,  Davenport  &  Co.,  647 

Orders  parsed  establishing  Ward  Rooms,  etc.,  633 

New  ordinance,  with  amendments,  discussed,  and  passed, 
633 

Ordinance  in  relation  to  Breed's  Island,  passed,  687 
Centennial  Celebrations  — 

Invitation  to  attend  Lexington  and  Concord  Celebration  ac- 
cepted, 67 

Entertainment  of  President  Grant,  171,  204 

Order  passed  for  observance  19th  April,  193 

Order  passed  to  place  lights  in  steeple  of  old  North  Church, 
April  IS,  196 

Bunker  Hill,  report  and  discussion  on  celebrating,  207 

Police  detachment  authorized  to  go  to  Concord  and  Lexing. 
ton,  207 

Order  passed  to  close  F.  H.  Market,  April  19th.  208 

Seventeenth  of  Juno,  discussion  on  appropriation,  and  order 
passed,  220 

Committee  for  Seventeenth  of  June,  240,  262,  2S8 

Seventeenth  of  June,  closing  streets,  and  making  seats 
secure.  334.  351 

Votes  of  thanks  to  Gen.  Francis  A.  Osborn,  and  Brevet 

Maj.  Gen.  Richard  Arnold.  356 

order  passed  to  print  memorial  volume,  336 

Church  St.  District  — 

Discussion  on  right  of  way  to  Lowell  estate,  754;  Order 
rejected,  762 
City  Accounts  — 

Order  discussed  and  passed  relating  to  system  of  keeping 
city  accounts,  194;  report,  333 
City  Architect  — 

Continuance  of  office,  and  appropriation,  310 

Expediency  of  requiring  officials  to  employ,  319 

Report  relating  to  establishing  the  office,  647;  recommitted, 
656;  report,  688;  Ordinance  passed,  736 
City  Charter  — 

Draft  referred  to  joint  Special  Committee,  1 

Order  to  print  document  prepared  for  Commission,  referred, 
31 ;  pissed,  59 

Report  of  Committee,  124 

Printing  1,000  of  committee's  report  ordered,  126 

Discussion  on  few  Charter,  126 

Resolutions  offered  and  discussed,  128;  adopted,  135,  13? 

Substitute  resolutions  offered  and  discussed,  134;  rejected, 
133 

Reference  to  Committee  of  Whole,  136;  consideration  in 
Com.  of  Whole,  and  reports,  136,  152,  171,  173,  174,  196, 
201,  208,  153,  174 

Discussion  and  order  passed,  242 

Discussion,  reference  to  next  City  Government,  717 
City  Clerk  — 

Quarterly  report,  36,  263,  447.  622 
City  Collector  —see  Treasury  Department. 
City  Council  — 

The  official  report,  333;    order  instructing  committee  dis- 
cussed and  indefinitely  postponed,  373;  report  on  peti- 
tions accepted,  421 
City  Engineer  — 

Authorized  to  purchase  supplies,  34 

Annual  report,  59 
City  Hospital  — 

Bequest  from  Miss  Mary  L.  Shaw,  188,  264 

Annual  report,  420 

Report  on  Homoeopathic  Department,  734;  discussion,  757 
City  Officers  (elected  or  appointed)  — 

Mayor's  Clerk,  4 

Assistant  City  Clerk,  4 

Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries,  19 

Trustees  of  Mount  Hope,  19 

Cochituate  Water  Board,  19,  423 


City  Messenger,  31 ;  Assistants,  93,  337 

Trustees  of  Public  Library,  31,  559 

Directors  of  Public  Institutions,  31,  174,  204,  222,  240,  262, 
310,  358,  373 

Members  of  <  'ochituate  Water  Board,  31,  46,  59,  81,  143,  222 

Trustees  of  City  Hospital,  31,  174,  204 

Assessors,  31 

Clerk  of  Committees,  31,  647;  assistant,  683 

Superintendent  of  Bridges,  37 

First  Assistant  Assessors,  33,  59 

Undertakers,  58 

Measurers  of  Wood  and  Bark.  58,  92,  451,  507 

Inspectors  and  Weighers  of  Hay,  58,  393,  436,  451 

Surveyors  of  Marble,  etc.,  58 

Inspectors  of  Petroleum  and  Coal  Oils,  58 

Supt.  of  Lamps,  58 

Supt.  of  Faneuil  Hall,  58 

Supt.  of  Faneuil  Hall  Market,  58 

Inspector  of  Milk,  58 

Supts.  of  Hay  Scales,  58 

Measurer  of  Gram.  58 

Inspectors  of  Provisions;  58, 163 

Registrar  of  Voters,  58 

Supt.  of  Wagons  and  Trucks,  58 

Supt.  of  Hacks  and  Carriages,  58 

Supt.  of  Intelligence  Offices,  58,  66 

Supt.  of  Pawnbrokers,  53,  66 

Supt.  Streets,  59 

City  Surveyor,  59 

Harbor  Master,  59 

Supt.  Common  and  Public  Grounds,  59 

Supt.  Public  Buildings,  60 

Supt.  Sewers.  60 

Supt.  Public  Lands.  60 

Commissioner  on  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery,  60,  204 

City  Solicitor,  60 

City  Engineer,  60 

Water  Registrar.  60 

Constables,  6i>,  338 

Second  Assistant  Assessors,  66 

City  Registrar,  81 

Supts.  of  Bridges,  37,  81 

Commissioners  on  Cambridge  Bridges,  92 

Weighers  and  Inspectors  of  Lighters,  93,  122,  150 

Weighers  of  Coal,  etc..  Ill,  201,  239,  278,  292,  318,  345,  393, 
436,  451,  507,  527,  547 

Overseers  of  the  Poor,  150.  548,  578 

Member  of  Board  of  Health,  163 

Fire  Commissioner,  174 

Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries,  174 

Trustees  of  Public  Library,  189,  529 

Sealers  of  Weights  and  Measures,  201,  263 

Commissioner  of  Sinking  Funds,  204 

Inspector  of  Lime,  2)5 

Culler  of  Hoops  and  Staves,  205 

Field  Drivers  and  Pound  Keepers,  205,  350 

Fence  Viewers,  205 

Measurers  of  Upper  Leather.  220,  527 

License  Commissioners.  267,  500 

Auditor  of  Accounts,  308 

Treasurer,  336 

Collector,  356,  393 

Park  Commissioners,  393 

Record  Commissioners,  410 

Public  Weighers,  292,  318,  410,  451,  465,  478,  703 
City  Registrar  — 

Quarterly  report,  36,  279,  436,  596 

Amended  order  passed  relating  to  burial  permits,  293 

Annual  report.  2J4 

Order  passed  for  report  on  manner  of  conducting  depart- 
ment, 393 

Majority  report  substituted,  and  order  passed,  393 

Order  passed  providing  standing  committee,  410 

Standing  Committee  appointed,  431 

Discussion  on  duties,  reconsideration  refused,  442 
City  Scales  — 

Quarterly  report  North  Scales,  46,  263,  622 

Assistant  at  North  Scales  authorized,  434 

Quarterly  report  South  Seal  ,  447 
City  Solicitor —  see  Law  Department. 
City  Stables  — 

Order  passed  to  set  apart  land  in  Charlestown,  83 

Order  passed  for  erection  on  Childs  street,  Ward  17,  220 

Offal  shed  on  Highland  St.,  332 

On  Canal  St.,  Charlestown,  authorized,  376 
City  Surveyor  — 

Annual  report,  19 

Authorized  to  purchase  supplies,  29 
City  Treasurer  —  see  Treasury  Department. 
Claims  — 

Payment  of  executions  or  judgments  authorized,  21 

$500  allowed  for  copying  Charlestown  records,  224 

Notice  of  claim  to  land  front  of  estate  of  Stephen  Smith,  465 

Order  passed  to  pay  $600  to  Mary  Noonan,  581 

Discussion  and  order  passed  relative  to  claim  of  Wm.  Bt 
Chaplin,  723 

Order  to  pay  Standard  Laundry  Machine  Co.,  laid  on  table, 
775 
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Clark  (Alderman)  —  elected  chairman,  1;  remarks:  on 
The  Park  Question,  15,  64.  72.  100 
Additional  Water  Supply,  36 
Redivision  of  the  Wards,  38,  588,  634 
■      Swett  St.  Extension,  148.  412.  432.  774 

Salaries  of  Constables  in  District  Courts,  226 
Brighton  Betterments,  241 
Boston,  Revere  Beach  and  Lynn  R.  It..  3-16 
Back  Hay  Improvement,  398,  416,  4S1,  496,  516 
Fei.ce  on  Common,  419,  509 
Madison  Square  appropriation,  499 
School  St.  widening.  640 
Resignation  of  Clerk  of  Committees,  642 
Swing  Signs  and  Awnings,  64 '» 
Truant  School  and  Small-pox  Hospital,  661 
Taxes  of  John  Jeffries,  Jr.,  6S2,  737 
Salaries  of  Constables,  710 
Swett  St.,  734a 

Response  to  resolution  of  thanks,  778 
Clerk  of  Committees  — 

Resignation  of  James  M.  Bugbee.  596 

Report  on  resignation  of  Mr.  Bugbee,  resolves  and  orders 

passed,  642 
Clocks  — 

Order  passed  to  ring  bell  of  Maverick  Congregational  Soc, 

188 
Amended  order  concurred  in  to  place  clock  on  Central  Sq.  222 
Committees — see  pocket  edition  of  organization  of  City  Gov- 
ernment. 
Committees,  special  — 

On  proposed  Statue  of  Josiah  Quincy,  410 
Common  and  Public  Grounds  — 
$1,500  tor  labor,  etc.,  Ill 
$2u0  for  tools  and  repairs.  Ill 
$10,000  for  labor  and  keeping  in  order,  206 
$250  for  grass  and  seeds,  206 
$1,500  for  hiring  teams,  206 

$2,500  for  improvement  near  Jamaica  Pond,  206 
$200  for  tools  and  repairs  near  Jamaica  Pond,  206 
$500  for  trees  and  shrubs,  2U6 
$1,000  for  water  and  wittering  streets,  206 
$l,65'i  for  care  of  Blackstone,  Franklin,  Worcester,  and 

Lowell  Squares  and  Union  Park,  206 
$900  for  care  of  public  grounds  and  trees  in  East  Boston,  206 
$900  for  manure,  206 
$l,5no  for  sods.  206 
$1,500  fur  loam,  206 
$6,000  for  red  gravel,  206 
$500  for  trees  and  shrubs,  230 
$100  for  tools  and  repairs,  280 
$1,000  for  repairing  fences,  fountains,  etc.,  298 
$5,000  for  plants,  298 
$10,000  for  labor,  355 
$1.5U0  for  team  work,  etc.,  355 
$1,000  for  plants,  355 
$500  for  mowing  machines,  355 
$5,000  for  Madison  Square.  431 
$1.0u0  for  settees  and  other  seats,  431 
$228  for  rustic  flower-stands,  431 
$195.56  for  fountain  on  Independence  Sq  ,  431 
$650  for  concrete  walks,  431 
$400  fur  sods,  431 
$8,000  for  labor.  455 
$500  for  team  work,  437 

$7,000  for  superintendence  and  labor.  498.  500,  559 
$3,000  fur  Madison  Square,  498,  500,  559 
$1,300  for  Bromley  Park,  498,  500,  559 
$2,000  for  Orchard  Park,  559 
$1,000  for  watering, streets.  733 
$500  for  repairs  offences  and  fountains.  755 
Orchard  Park,  report  inexpedient  to  purchase  estates,  206 
Ordinance  passed  relating  to  peddlers,  etc.,  207 
Discussion,  and  amended  order  passed  for  fence  to  Common, 

418;  amendment  receded.  432 
Order  passed  for  concerts,  431 
Permits  granted  to  remove  trees,  455,  582,  734.  763 
Report  and  discussion  on  fence  and  curb  on  Tremont  Street 

Mall.  498;  discussion  and  amended  order  passed,  507 
Discussion  on  appropriation  for  Madison  Square,  4i,8 
Sundry  transfers,  498,  50o,  550 

Repot  ton  Square  on  Commonwealth  Ave.  referred,  597 
Order  p  issed  relative  to  preservation  of  trees  on  Tremont 

St.  Mall.  624 
Lot  adjoining  Park  Sq.  placed  in  charge  of  Committee,  635 
Report  accepted,  inexpedient  on  oft'er  of  Sidney  B.  Morse, 

704 
Order  passed  relative  to  protection  of  life  at  Jamaica  Pond, 

725 
Common  Council  — 

Order  for  printing  Journal  referred,  19 
Report  accepted,  to  discontinue  printing  Journal,  59 
Contingent  Expenses  — 

Chairman   of   Board  of  Aldermen  authorized  to  approve 

bills.  22 
County  of  Suffolk  — 

Order  passed  for  revision  of  jury  list,  5 

Jail  Expenses,  19,  81,  150,  240,  308,  375,  436,  452,  516,  580.  684, 

752;  reference  to  committee,  580;  report  accepted,  584 


Furniture  for  county  buildings  authorized,  29 
Furniture  for  new  Court  House,  Roxbury  District,  81 
Examination  of  prisons,  and  houses  of  detention,  323;  re- 
port, 448,  776 
$500  for  Sucial  Law  Library,  450 
Additional  Court  room,  456,  608 
Report  on   compensation   of  officers   of  Municipal  Courts, 

665;  discussion.  7e6,  741;  amended  order  passed,  742 
Older  passed  to  pay  $1,000  to  Social  Law  Library,  734b 
Indices  to  Suffolk  Deeds  fur  1876  authorized,  734b 
Report  on  New   Court  House,   referred  to  next  Board  of 
Aldermen,  775 

Decoration  Day  —  see  G.  A.  R. 

Elections  —  (sec  also  Public  Parks)  — 
Warrant  fur  State  Election,  549 
Warrants  for  Municipal  election,  667 
Report  on  returns  Slate  (lection.  610.  618 
Reports  on  returns  Municipal  election,  732,  736 
Report  on  returns  Ward  officers,  763 

Ferries  — 

Order  passed  to  consider  expediency  of  reducing  tolls,  31 

Report  accepted,  inexpedient  to  reduce  tolls,  81 

East  Boston,  annual  report,  204 

Order  passed  for  free  use  June  17,  296 

Communications  from  Directors,  on  new  boat  needed,  516 

Order  passed  to  contract  for  new  boat,  533 

Winnisimmet  Ferry  Co.  allowed  use  of  Slip,  534 
Fire  Department  — 

Ri  ports  of  tires  and  alarms  for  Dec,  7;  January,  47;  Feb- 
ruary, 112;  March,  2o4;  April,  279;  May,  349;  June, 
420;  July,  447;  August,  473;  Sept.,  547;  October,  622; 
November,  717 

$225  for  phonographic  report  of  inquest,  68 

Expediency  of  establishing  office  of  Fire  Marshal,  68; 
discussion,  and  order  passed,  145 

Report  of  Committee  on  Fire  Inspector.  126 

Better  accommodations  for  Engine  6,  189,  437 

Report  on  Chemical  Works.  So.  Boston,  437 

Order  passed  to  purchase  land  on  Harvard  St.  and  erect 
engine  house,  439 

Order  passed  to  purchase  land  on  Washington  St.,  Ward 
15.  and  erect  engine  house,  439;  reconsideration,  laid  ou 
table,  450;  withdrawn,  456 

Inquiry  relating  to  petroleum,  450 

Annual  report,  478 

Report  relating  to  Chemical  Factory,  referred,  560 

Order  passed  relating  to  telegraph  in  Chelsea.  683 

Report  on  Chauncy  Page's  building  accepted,  688 
Fort  Hill  Improvement  — 

Unfinished  business  referred  to  Committee  on  Streets,  33 
Fourth  of  July  — 

Orders  for  celebration.  297 

Committee   and   appropriation,  308;   non-concurrence,  308, 
319.  348;  conference,  3)1 ;  concurrence,  358 
Funds  —  (see  also  Sinking  Funds)  — 

Franklin  Fund,  order  passed  for  examination  of  accounts, 
20;  report  of  examination,  32 

Pierce  Fuel  Fund,  Charlestown  —  order  passed  to  pay  in- 
terest, 48 

G.A.I?.— 

Invitation  accepted,  Thomas  G.  Stephenson  Post,  189 
Invitation  accepted,  Charles  Russell  Lowell  Post  7,  192 
Discussion   on   allowance  for  Decoration  Day,  and  order 

passed,  204 
Invitation  accepted  to  attend  presentation  of  colors  to  5th 

Maryland  Reg  ,  349 
Invitation   accepted  to  attend   lecture  by  Col.  Spates,  5th 

Maryland  Reg.,  July  4,  375 
Gas  — 

Order  relating  to  appointment  of  Commissioners,  8 
Order  passed  to  appoint  commission  to  investigate,  13 
Discussion  on,  and  amended  order  passed  to  contract  with 

Brookline  Gaslight  Co..  45 
Communication  from  Brookline  Gaslight  Co.,  discussion  and 

order  passed  to  contract,  60 
Compensation  of  commission  authorized,  145 
Commissioners  to  investigate  appointed.  188 
Order  passed  relating  to  coal  tar  at  north  end,  753 
Glover  Statue  —  see  Mayor. 

Hack  Rules  and  Orders  — 

Report   from    Committee    on    Licenses,    406;    amendments 

offered,  478;  amended  rules  and  orders  passed,  495 
Harbor  — 

Order  passed  to  keep  ship  channel  free  from  ice,  19 

Order  passed  relating  to  jurisdiction,  598 
Harris  (Alderman)  —  remarks:  on 

Uniting  Cochituate  and  Mystic  Water  Boards,  59,93 

Gaslight  for  Brighton,  60 

Public  Parks,  65,  by,  72.  96 

New  City  Charter,  130,  245 

Fire  Inspector,  146 

Swett  St.  Extension.  149,  734b,  774 

Renumbering  Washington  St.,  150 
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Annual  Appropriations,  189 

Additional  water  supply,  171 

Allowance  for  Decoration  Day,  204 

Bunker  Hill  Centennial.  207 

Board  of  Education,  2U9.  221 

Salaries  of  Constables  in  District  Courts,  223 

Seventeenth  of  June.  262,  322 

Street  sweeping-machines,  2'i5 

Claim  of.Pliine.iS  E.  Gay,  293 

Railroad  obstructions  in  East  Boston,  295 

Permit  to  Fitchbnrg  11  It.  Co.  to  build  on  bridge,  303 

Boston,  Revere  15 each  &  Lynn  R.R.,  346 

Fourth  of  July,  319 

Official  Report,  374 

Car  tracks  in  State.  Devonshire  and  Court  Streets,  379,  415 

Back  bay  Improvement,  396 

Engine  House,  Ward  15,  439 

Duties  of  City  Registrar,  443 

Thompson  Square,  444 

Salaries  of  Deputy  Collectors,  528,  562 

Removal  of  Swing  Signs,  534 

Removal  of  liay  Windows,  535 

Mystic  contract  for  East  Boston  water  supply,  577 

Claim  of  Mary  Noonan,  581 

Additional  court  room.  608 

House  Offal,  640.  085 

Truant  School  and  Small-pox  Hospital,  660,  762 

Taxes  of  John  Jeffries,  Jr.,  6S2 

Naming  Eastern  Ave.  Bridge.  689 

Salaries  of  Constables,  705, 731 

Claim  of  Wm.  B.  Chaplin,  723 

Protection  of  life  at  Jamaica  1'ond,  725 

Licensing  Plumbers,  740 

Water  supply  for  West  Roxbury  and  Brighton,  742 

Church  St.  District,  right  of  way,  754 
Health,  Board  of— 

Annual  lieport,  447 

Report  B  nevolent  Fraternity  of  Churches,  752 
Health  Department  — 

Superintendent  authorized  to  purchase  supplies,  21 

Order  passed  to  consider  act  relating  to  inspectors  of  Pro- 
visions. 125 

Contract  of  house  offal,  East  Boston,  126 

Report  accepted,  expedient  to  accept  Act,  for  appointment 
of  Inspectors  of  Provisions,  and  Act  accepted,  152 

Order  passed  to  report  concerning  pay  of  laborers,  535 

Leave  to  establish  free  hospital  for  women.  560 

Discussion  on  House  Offal,  and  amended  order  passed,  639; 
amendment,  concurrence,  658;  report  and  discussion, 
order  passed,  685;  concurrence,  704. 

Orders  passed  relating  to  Undertakers'  fees,  704,  739,  768 
Highland  R.  Co.  — 

Order  of  notice  to  raise  track  and  pave  at  junction  of  Guild 
Row,  Washington  and  Dudley  Sts.,  549 

Hearing  on  Tracks  in  Columbus  avenue,  574 

Lamp  Department  — 

Annual  report  of  Superintendent.  8 

Superintendent  authorized  to  make  purchases,  45 

Order  passed  to  pay  lamplighters  in  Boston.  South  Boston 

and  Kast  Boston  two  cents  per  lamp  per  night,  67 
Report  on  Bartleti's  Lanterns,  547 
Repot  ton  pay  of  Charlestown  lamplighters,  547 
Remonstrance  from  lamplighters,  and  hearing,  558 
Orders  passed  relative  to  pay  of  lamplighters,  623 

Law  Department  — 

Report  on  additional  assistance,  22 

Law  books  for  City  Solicitor's  office  authorized,  29 

Discussion  on.  and  order  passed  to  appoint  Fourth  Assistant 

Solicitor,  30 
Semi-annual  Report  of  Solicitor,  420 

Licenses  — 

Report  accepted,  leave  to  withdraw,  on  Palais  Royal  Theatre, 

465 
Discussion  on  license  to  exhibit  Cardiff  Giant,  583 

Liquor  Licenses  — 

Orders  passed  relating  to  License  Commissioners,  208 
Report  on  revenue,  240 

Order  passed  relating  to  fees  and  clerk-hire,  269 
Discu.-sion  on,  and  Older  lor  reports  indefinitely  postponed, 

444 
Report  of  Commissioners,  684 

Loans — 

"Street  Improvement  Loan,  Swett  St.,"  order    passed   to 

borrow  .-§-170.000,  48 
Additional  Supply  of  Water,  $1.5(10,000  authorized,  34,  36 
$100,000  for  water-pipes,  Waids  17  and  19,  203 
$2.0. 11,100  in  anticipation  of  taxes.  321,  332 
Report  on  Mystic  Water  Works  Loan,  437;  order  passed, 

440 
$267,ou0  for  Back  Bay  streets,  and  avenues,  516 

Markets  — 

Quarterly  report  of  Superintendent,  31,  294,  436 

Assistant  to  Superintendent  of  F  H.  Market  authorized,  83 

Report  on   new  vegetable  markets,  discussion,  and  order 

passed  authorizing,  248 
Order  passed  to  lease  stands,  250;  amendment,  410 


Discussion,  and  order  passed  relating  to  Vegetable  Market, 
266 

Order  passed  to  rescind  previous  order  to  establish  market. 
260 

Order  passed  relating  to  Vegetable  Market.  438 

Order  for  assigning  stands  discussed  and  laid  on  table,  449; 
amended  and  passed,  406 

Lease  of  Quincy  Hall,  767 
Mayor  — 

Disposition  of  Topics  in  Inaugural  Address,  referred,  1 

Copy  of  Address  requested  for  publication,  4 

Report  on  disposition  of  topics  in  Inaugural  Address,  and 
orders  passed.  8 

Authorized  to  petition  for  authority  to  regulate  transporta- 
tion of  explosive  substances,  733 
Mayor,  —  communications  from  — 

Announcing  death  of  City  Treasurer.  12 

Relating  to  horse-car  blockade,  45;  referred  to  Committee 
on  Paving,  45 

Transmitting  invitation  to  Lexington  and  Concord  Centen- 
nial, 67 

Compensation  for  Gas  Commission,  145 

Bequest  from  Miss  Mary  L.  Shaw,  188 

Relating  to  monument  at  Yorktown,  Va.,373;  report,  687; 
order  passed.  703 

Relating  to  proposed  statue  of  Josiah  Quincy,  410;  report, 
561;  order  passed,  and  committee  appointed,  577 

Relating  to  enforcement  of  Liquor  Law,  435 

Relating  to  statue  of  General  Glover,  558;  report  and  orders 
passed.  597 

Relating  to  death  of  Hon.  Henry  Wilson,  655 

Relating  to  Maps,  etc.,  for  the  Centennial  Exhibition,  656; 
referred  to  Special  Committee,  656;  report,  686;  dis- 
cussion, 6S6,  703;  indefinite  postponement,  742 

Veto  of  order  to  pay  Dep.  Collectors,  772 
Metropolitan  R.  Co.  — 

Petition  for  additi  mal  tracks,  92 

Hearing  on  locations  in  Washington,  Milk,  and  Hawley 
Streets,  163 

Temporary  track  on  Boylston  Street,  255 

Hearing  on  Columbus  Avenue  track.  307 

Hearing  on  Court  Street  tracks,  34.3  ;  order  passed  to  remove, 
358;  reconsideration  and  recommittal,  377;  report  and 
discussion.  394;  discussion  and  rejection,  413;  reconsid- 
eration, 434.  4-10 

Order  passed  to  pave  Washington  Street,  from  Waltham  to 
Chester  Square,  357 

39th  location  granted,  410 

Location  in  Columbus  Ave.  and  Park  Square  granted,  433 

Location  accepted,  436 

Paving  Court  Street,  447 

Report  and  hearing  appointed  on  turnout  tracks,  455 

Report  and  new  hearing  on  Court  Street  tracks  appointed, 
456;  hearing,  and  motion  to  grant  petition  rejected,  490; 
order  10  discontinue  use  of  tracks,  493;  substitute  order, 
563;  diseus.-ion,  order  rejected.  624 

Order  of  notice  to  raise  track  and  pave  at  junction  of  Guild 
Row,  Washington  and  Dudley  Sts.,  549 
Middlesex  R.  Co. — 

Petitions  for  permanent  location  in  State  St..  etc.,  164 

Hearing  0:1  location  in  Summer,  Lincoln,  and  Beach 
Streets,  201 

Location  granted  for  turnout  tracks,  241 

Location  accepted,  263 

Order  passed  for  extension  of  location.  333 

Hearing  on  State  and  Devonshire  Street  tracks.  345;  order 
passed  to  remove,  358;  reconsideration  and  recommittal, 
377;  report  and  discussion,  314;  discussion  and  rejection, 
413:  reconsideration,  434,  440;  hearing,  446;  report  ac 
cepted.  leave  to  withdraw,  455 

Seventh  location  accepted,  355 

Order  passed  to  pave  Charles  River  Avenue,  439 
Militia  — 

Second  Bat.  Inf.,  invitation  to  ball  accepted,  35 

Co.  C.  Fourth  Bat.  Inf..  order  passed  to  pay  $55  rent  for 
temporary  armory.  59 

Ninth  Keg.,  Report  accepted,  leave  to  withdraw  on  regi- 
mental armory,  125 

Co.  K,  Kir.-t  Reg.  li.f ,  report  accepted,  leave  to  withdraw 
on  repairs,  125 

Co.  E.  Ninth  Reg.  Inf.,  discontinuance  of  rent,  125;  $1,000 
for  rent,  126 

Co.  A,  First  Keg.  Inf.,  $75  for  rent  of  armory,  125 

Co.  1),  Fourth  Bat.  Inf.,  order  passed  to  hire  armory.  125: 
rent  discontinued,  126;  order  passed  to  fit  up  and  furnish 
armory.  107 

Co.  C,  Fourth  Bat.  Inf ,  discussion  on,  and  order  passed  for 
armory  on  Hancock  St..  Ward  16.  169 

Co.  E.  Ninth  Reg.  Inf..  $1,000  for  rent  rescinded,  and  3t550 
allowed.  224 

Co.  C,  Njnth  Reg:,  $300  for  armory,  240 

Co.  A,  Fifth  Reg  ,  $250  for  armory.  240 

Co.  (i,  Ninth  Reg.,  $200  for  armory.  240 

Co.  I),  Fourth  Bat.  Inf..  armory  approved,  250 

Co.  A.  Ninth  Keg  ,  $250  for  armory,  250 

Co.  I,  Ninth  Reg.,  rent  discontinued.  346;  Armory  corner 
Washington  and  Harvard  Streets.  346 

Co.  A,  First  Reg.  Inf.,  $75  for  rent,  356 
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Order  passed  to  hire  additional  room  corner  Harvard  and 
Washington  Streets,  396 

Co.  E.  Ninth  Reg.,  rent  discontinued,  396 

Co.  D,  Ninth  Reg.,  rent  discontinued,  396 

Co.  A,  First  Keg.,  $300  for  rent  of  armory,  467 

Co.  E,  Ninth  Reg.,  $260  for  armory.  479 

Report  accepted,  leave  to   withdraw,  on  petition  of  Ninth 
Reg.,  479 

Return  of  order  from  Common  Council  requested,  482;  re- 
ceived, and  hiring  room  on  Harvard  St.  rescinded,  494 

Co.  J,  Ninth  Reg.,  $300  for  rent  of  armory,  495 

Co.  E,  Ninth  Keg..  $137.50  for  rent  of  armory.  495 

$500  for  rent  of  drill  shed  of  Inst,  of  Tech.,  49 j 

Order  passed  relative  to  target  practice,  549 

Fifth  Reg.,  headquarters  transferred,  581 

First  Reg.  Inf..  Armory  leased,  666 

Co.  E,  Ninth  Keg.,  fitting  up  Armory,  666 

Co.  Q-.  First  Reg.  Inf.,  rent  discontinued,  775;  Armory  ap- 
proved, 775 

Co.  I,  Ninth  Reg.  Inf.,  Armory  approved,  775 

Co.E,    "  "      "  "  "  775 

Co.  D,    "  "      "  "  "  775 

Minors  — 

License  Rules  established,  20 

Order  passed  to  consider  expediency  of  prohibiting  attend- 
ance at  Theatres,  etc.,  126 
Municipal  Register  — 

Order  passed  for  printing,  4 

Report  on  supplying  School  Committee,  accepted,  62 

New  York  and  N.  E.  R.  R.  Co.  — 

Order  passed  for  gates  on  Dudley  St.  crossing,  704 

Northampton  Street  District  — 

Report  of  work  done,  and  orders  assessing  betterments,  and 

to  provide  means  for  completing  improvements,  61 
Committee  authorized  to  assume  betterments,  92 
Report  accepted,  no  further  action  necessary  relating  to  sur- 
render of  estates,   151;  communication  from  Solicitor, 
151 
Betterments  apportioned,  204 
Report  on  surrender  of  estates,  21)4 
Committee  authorized  to  settle  grade  damages,  220 
Resolve  and  order  to  take  estates,  laid  on  table.  220 
Land  of  John  E.  Fitzgerald  and  others,  310,  337 
Order  passed  to  take  land  of  Alvin  O.  Bartlett.  478 
Notice  to  quit  to  occupants  of  84  Village  St  ,  479 
Order  passed  to  pay  Alvin  G.  Bartlett,  $7,786.30,  598 
Request  for  additional  appropriation,  638 
Order  passed  for  sale  of  land  on  Fellows  St..  638 
Orders  passed  to  vacate  assessments  for  raising  grade,  764 

Nuisances  — 

Petition  relating  to  Roxbury  Channel,  349 

O'Brien  (Alderman)  —  remarks:  on 

Age  of  policemen  on  appointment,  67 

Public  Parks,  70,  98 

Widening  School  street,  94 

New  City  Charier.  127,  129,  243 

Supplies  for  Public  Institutions,  169 

Armory  on  Hancock  street,  Ward  16, 170 

Appropriation  for  seventeenth  of  June,  221 

Salaries  of  Constables  in  District  Courts,  226 

New  vegetable  Markets,  243 

Convention  of  Typographical  Union  in  City  Hall,  294 

Fourth  of  July,  319,  348 

Seventeenth  of  June,  323 

Claim  ot  J.  E.  Fitzgerald,  337 

School-house  at  City  Point,  318 

Official  report,  374 

Suffolk-street  District  claims,  377 

Back  Bay  Improvement,  418 

Fence  on  Common,  419,  508 

Engine  House,  Ward  15,  439 

Duties  ot  City  Registrar,  442 

Reports  from  License  Commissioners,  445 

East  Boston  High  School,  513 

Paving  Bedford  St.,  518 

Census  Statistics,  518 

Employment  of  Criminals,  529 

Public  School  System,  530 

Salaries  of  Deputy  Collectors,  563 

Claim  of  Mary  Noonan,  581 

Exhibition  of  Cardiff  Giant,  583 

Pay  of  City  laborers,  601 

Division  of  Wards,  606 

Unpaid  laborers  on  Sewers,  611 

School  St.  widening.  620,  640 

Car-tracks  on  Court  St.,  624 

House  Offal,  640 

Truant  School  and  Small-pox  Hospital,  659,  762 

Maps,  etc.,  for  Centennial,  703 

Salaries  of  Constables,  707,  742 

Licensing  Plumbers,  740 

Protection  of  laborers  in  City  Contracts,  755 

City  Hospital,  Homoeopathic  treatment,  759 

Fees  of  Deputy  Collectors,  766 

Veto  of  order  to  pay  Deputy  Collectors,  773 


Omnibuses  — 

Hearing  on  East  Cambridge  omnibus  route,  47;  report  ac- 
cepted, leave  to  withdraw.  48 

Order  passed  relative  to  route  of  East  Cambridge  coaches, 
83 
Ordinances  — 

Report  and  order  passed  to  petition  relative  to  driving  cattle 
through  streets.  639 

Report  relating  to  office  hours  in  Departments,  639;  recom- 
mitted. 656;    report,    688;    discussion,  712;    ordinance 
passed,  736 
Overseers  of  Poor— » 

Quarterly  report,  46,  279.  447,  622 

Resignation  of  Joseph  Buckley,  93 

Annual  Report,  349 

Communication  from  Mayor,  on  death  of  Dr.  Allen,  527 

Order  passed  relating  to  employment  for  poor;  report,  705 
and  orders  passed,  753 

Pay  of  Laborers  in  City  employ  — 

Order  referred  to  Salary  Committee,  111 

Amended  order  passed  to  consider  expediency  of  changing 
rate,  240;  report,  297 

Discussion  on  resolve,  598 
Police  — 

Quarterly  reports  of  Chief,  4,  192,  420,  531 

Annual  report  of  Chief,  8 

Orders  passed  relative  to  horses,  supplies,  and  repairs,  21 

Portion  of  annual  report  of  Chief,  relating  to  station-house 
lodgers,  referred  to  Committee  on  Ordinances,  31 

Station  Eleven,  order  passed  to  provide  furniture,  etc.,  34 

( irder  passed  to  amend  section  50  of  Police  Rules,  66 

Discussion  on  maximum  age  on  appointment.  66 

Report  accepted  permitting  Police  Relief  Association  to  ap- 
ply for  incorporation,  112 

Order  passed  to  pay  for  repairs  of  police  steamboat,  126 

Order  passed  for  increase  of  Police  Force,  240 

Report  of  Police  Charitable  Fund.  263 

Station  8,  renort  to  raise  building,  2so 

Report  relating  to  Police  Relief  Fund,  297 

Ordinance  passed  to  extend  Police  Charitable  Fund,  308 

Order  passed  relating  to  pay  of  officers  at  Concord  and  Lex- 
ington, 3)5 

Expediency  of  Board  of  Management,  562 

Report  on  Police  Commission,  768 
Pope  (Alderman) — remarks:  On 

Annual  Appropriations,  189 

Permit  to  Fitchhursr  R.  R.  Co.  to  build  on  bridge,  308 

Claim  of  J.  E.  Fitzgerald,  337 

Engine  House,  Ward  15,  439 
Power  (Alderman )  —  remarks :  on 

The  Park  question,  15,  63,  69,  84,  97,  191 

Post  Office  Square,  20 

Redivision  of  the  Wards,  30, 123,  5S0,  589 

The  Law  Department,  30 

Order  to  contract  with  Brookline  Gaslight  Company,  46,  61 

The  Salary  Bill.  59 

Age  of  policemen  on  appointment,  66 

Boston's  system  of  Sewerage,  82,  113 

Widening  School  street,  94,  111 

New  City  Charter,  126,  129,  242 

Fire  Inspector,  146 

Renumbering  Washington  Street,  150 

Purchase  of  street  sweeping-machines,  164 

Annual  Appropriations,  166,  189 

Supplies  fur  Public  Institutions,  169 

Additional  water  supply,  171 

South  Boston  Railroad,  188,  195 

System  of  keeping  city's  accounts,  194 

Allowance  for  Decoration  Day,  204 

Bunker  Hill  Centennial,  207 

Appropriation  for  Seventeenth  of  June,  220 

Board  of  Education.  209,  221 

Salaries  of  Constables  in  District  Courts,  225 

Brighton  betterments,  241 

New  Vegetable  Markets.  249 

Seventeenth  of  June.  262,  322 

Street  sweeping-machines,  265 

Claim  of  Phineas  E.  Gay.  293 

Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  R.  R.,  294,  346 

Railroad  Obstructions  in  East  Boston,  296 

Fourth  of  July,  319.  348 

Electing  Directors  for  Public  Institutions,  321 

Public  Bath  on  Cragie's  Bridge,  332 

School  house  at  City  Point.  346 

Wood  Pavement  in  Court  Street,  357 

Official  report.  374 

Suffolk-street  District  claims,  376 

Car-tracks  in  Court,  State  and  Devonshire  Streets,  377,  394, 
415,  434.  440,  457 

Dredging  Roxbury  Canal,  395,  421 

Back  Bay  Improvement,  397,  416,  480,  496,  516 

Swett-street  District,  431 

Fence  on  Common,  418,  432,  498,  508 

Lafayette  Square.  430 

Reports  from  License  Commissioners,  444 

Duties  of  City  Registrar,  444 

Regulation  of  Hacks,  etc.,  478 
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IX 


Madison  Sq.  Appropriation,  498,  500 
Eas",  Boston  High  School,  515 

£a  aries  of  Deputy  Collectors,  517,  527,  562  * 

Paving  Bedford  St  ,  518 
Census  Statistics,  518 
Employment  of  Criminals,  529 
Public  School  System,  531 
Car  Tracks  in  Columbus  avenue,  577 
Licensing  Plumbers,  etc.,  577 
Vacancies  in  Mystic  Water  Board,  573 
Claim  of  Mary  Noonan.  581 
Exhibition  of  Cardiff  Giant,  583 
Pay  of  city  laborers,  5y8 
Additional  Court  room.  609 
Unpaid  laborers  on  sewers.  610 
School  St.  widening,  620,  640 
Car  tracks  in  Court  St.,  624 
Pay  of  lamplighters.  6J.'i 
Back  Bay  bridges,  637 
House  offal.  63.', 685 

Resignation  of  Clerk  of  Committees,  642 
Swing  signs  and  awnings,  645,  681 
City  Architect,  637 

Truant  School  and  Small  Pox  Hospital,  659 
Naming  Eastern  Ave.  Bridge,  6S9 
Maps,  etc.,  for  Centennial,  704 
Salaries  of  constables.  706,  731 
City  Charter,  718 
Claim  of  Wm.  B.  Chaplin,  723 
Burning  of  Rice  School-house,  734 
Claim  of  Mr  Jeffries,  737 
Licensing  plumbers,  740 
Resolution  of  thanks  to  Chairman,  777 
Prescott  (Alderman)  —  remarks  :  on 

The  Park  question,  15,  69.  83,  95,  191 

The  Law  Department,  31 

The  horse-ear  blockade,  45 

Order  to  contract  with  Brookline  Gaslight  Co.,  46 

Boston's  system  of  Sewerage,  82,  114 

Widening  of  School  street,  111 

New  City  Charter.  127,  130,  245 

Fire  Inspector.  116 

Swett  Street  extension,  148,  411,  431,  774 

Annual  Appropriations,  165,  189 

Supplies  for  Public  Institutions,  169,  195 

Additional  Water  Supplies,  173 

South  Boston  Railroad,  188,  195 

Allowance  for  Decoration  Day,  204 

Bunker  Hill  Centennial,  207 

Appropriation  for  Seventeenth  of  June,  220 

Board  of  Education,  209,  221 

Brighton  betterments.  241 

New  Vegetable  Markets.  249,  268 

Seventeenth  of  June,  262 

Board  of  Education,  270 

Convention  of  Typographical  Union  in  City  Hall,  294 

Fourth  of  July  Celebration.  308,  348 

Claim  of  J.  E.  Fitzgerald.  337 

School-house  at  City  Point.  317 

Wood  Pavement  in  Court  Street,  358 

Official  reports.  374 

Car  tracks  in  Court,  State  and  Devonshire  Streets,  377,  394, 

413,  434.  441,  456 
Back  Bay  Improvement,  417 
Engine  House,  Ward  15,  439,  456 
Duties  of  City  Registrar,  442 
Reports  from  License  Commissioners,  444 
Collecting  new  market  rents,  449,  456 
Vacancy  in  Board  Trustees  Public  Library,  452 
Fence  on  Tremont-st.  Mall.  498 
Madison  Sq.  Appropriation.  499,  500 
East  Boston  High  School,  510 
Paving  Bedford  St.,  518 
Public  School  System,  531 
Removal  of  Bay  Windows,  534 
Salaries  of  Deputy  Collectors,  563 
Car  Tracks  in  Court  Street.  563 
Removal  of  Swing  Signs.  564 
Car  Tracks  in  Columbus  avenue,  577 
Division  of  Wards,  579,  585,  605 
Resignation  of  Clerk  of  Committees,  596,  641 
Pay  of  city  laborers,  601 
Additional  Court  room,  608 
School  St.  widening,  621,  640 
Tracks  in  Court  St.,  621 
Division  of  Wards,  635 
House  offal,  640,  685 
City  Architect,  657 

Truant  School  and  Small-pox  Hospital,  65S,  762 
Salaries  of  constables,  709 
Office  hours  in  City  Departments,  712 
City  Charter,  719 
Claim  of  Wm.  B.  Chaplin,  723 
Swett  St.,  733 

Burning  of  Rice  School-house,  734 
Licensing  plumbers,  740 
City  Hosp'tal,  homoeopathic  treatment,  758 
Fees  of  Deputy  Collectors,  766 


Resolution  of  thanks  to  Chairman,  777 
Printing  — 

Annual  reports  authorized  in  print,  2 

Fourth  report  of  Supt..  68 

Order  passed  to  print  5  030  License  Law.  293 

Order  passed  to  print  10,(100  Public  Park  Act,  293 

Report  accepted,  inexpedient  to  reprint  index  to  City  Docu- 
ments, 5S6 

Report  and  order  passed  to  print  report  of  Sewerage  Com- 
mission. 76S 
Protection  of  laborers  in  contracts  with  the  city  — 

Report,  recommitted,  623;  reports,  706,  736;  discussion,  and 
order  rejected,  755 

Public  Baths  — 

Order  passed  authorizing  repairs,  etc.,  22 
Repair  and  maintenance,  310 
On  Cragie  Bridge,  indefinitely  postponed,  232 
Annual  report,  76J 

Public  Buildings  — 

Annual  report  of  Supt.,  19 

Repairs  and  cleaning  authorized,  29 

Faneuil  Hall,  order  passed  to  strengthen  floor  and  roof,  293 

Order  passed  to  sell  Engine  House,  Parker  Street,  349 

City  Hall,  location  of  sundry  offices,  438 

order  passed  for  watch  clock  and  fixttir.  s,  439 

Order  passed  to  purchase  land  on  Mt.  Vernon  St  ,  W.  Rox- 

bury,  and  erect  Engine  House.  493,  516 
Order  passed  for  procuring  Ward  Rooms,  534 
Enlargment  of  Suffolk  Jail.  550 
Wardroom  and  armory.  Ward  12.  561 
Order  passed  relative  to  safety  of  egress,  717 

Public  Institutions  — 

Request  of  Directors  for  changes  in  ordinance,  referred.  8 
Report   of   Committee    on   Ordinances,   and    ordinance  to 

amend,  112 
Order  passed  to  consider  expediency  of  Rules  as  to  build- 
ings. 163 
Discussion  on  ordinance  relating  to  supplies,  168 
Special  Committee  to  investigate  convict  labor,  183 
Order  passed  relative  to  supplies,  195 
Report  on  erection  or  repairs  of  buildings,  264 
Report  and  ordinance  relating  to  purchase  of  supplies  re- 
committed with  instructions,  303 
Annnal  report  of  Hirectors,  334 

Ordinance  passed  relative  to  contracts  for  buildings.  337 
Order  passed  to  refer  annual  report  to  committee,  351 
Communications  relating  to  outfit  and   enlarging  berth  for 

new  steamer,  referred,  46"i 
Order  passed  to  repair  Wharf  at  Deer  Island.  495 
Eastern  Ave.  Wharf,  order  passed  for  alterations,  495.  517 
Order  passed  for  fitting  up  and  furnishing  steamboat.  495 
Order  for  Committee  to  report  on  Report  of  Director*,  516 
Report  and   discussion  on  employment  of  criminals,  sub- 
stitute order  passed,  529 
Sale  of  Steamer  Henry  Morrison,  559 
Report    relating    to    amendments    of    statutes,   647:    order 

passed,  656 
Discussion  and  order  passed  relating  to  Truant  School  and 

Small-pox  Hospital,  658 
Private  sale  of  Steamer   Henry  Morrison  authorized,  665; 

referred,  681;  order  passed  to  sell,  752 
Discussion,  and  order  for  small-pox  Hospital  rejected,  762 

Public  Lands  — 

Annual  report  of  Supt.,  15 

Order  to  cancel  agreement  with  Michael  Geraghty.  223,  240 

Straightening  division  line  between  lands  of  city  and  Joseph 

Dorr.  309 
Site  for  Warren  Statue,  cor.  of  Warren  and  Regent  Streets, 

319 
Orders  passed  relative  to  Boston  University,  336.  423 
Order  passed  relating  to  Swett  Street  Hospital  lot,  423 
Deed  to  Henry  R.  Plmipton  authorized,  466 
Order  passed  to  take  Lot  7.  Newbury  St.,  479 
Order  passed  for  Collector  to  cancel  Bond  No.  2349.  478 

"  "        '•        "         "     2463,  478 

Deeds  authorized  to  J.  J.  McNutt.  548 

Orders  passed  relative  to  land  and  bond  of  Jos. E.  Billings,  723 

Public  Library  — 

Order  passed  to  print  proceedings  at  dedication  of  Dorches- 
ter Branch  Library.  31 

Offer  of  West  Roxbury  Free  Library,  46 

Report  accented,  inexpedient  to  print  proceedings  at  dedi- 
cation of  Brighton  Branch  Library,  81 

Annual  report,  436 

Inquiry  relating  to  vacancy  in  Board  Trustees,  450;  commu 
nication  respecting  same  referred,  452 

Public  Parks  — 

Order  requesting  Mayor  to  petition,  9 

Discussion  on,  15.  62 

Discussion,  amendments  acted  on,  and  order  rejected,  69 

Motion  to  reconsider  vote  rejecting  order  made,  discussed, 

and  specially  assigned,  83 
Discussion  and  order  passed  to  petition.  95 
Discussion,  and  amended  order  passed  in  concurrence,  191 
Order  passed  for  special  election,  297 
Committee  to  examine  returns,  337 
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Report  on  returns  of  votes,  accepted,  351 

Order  na-ised  to  provide  for  clerical  services,  etc.,  478 

Ordar  passed  to  provide  room  for  Commissioners,  478 

Quincy  (Alderman)  —  remarks:  on 

Post  Office  Square.  20 

Census  and  re-division  of  Wards,  22,  29,  37,  123.  570,  584,  604 

The  Law  Department.  30 

Uniting  Cochituate  and  Mystic  Water  Boards,  59,  92 

Public' Parks.  6:i,  63,  101,  191 

Age  of  policemen  on  appointment,  67 

Establishing  office  of  Fire  Marshal,  68,  145 

Widening  School  Street,  95 

Pay  of  Laborers  in  city  employ.  111 

New  City  Charter,  126,  128.  247 

Supplies  for  Public  Institution,  108 

Armory  on  Hancock  Street,  vVard  16,  169 

Additional  Water  Supply,  172 

Reorganization  of  School  Committee,  209 

Salaries  of  Constables  in  District  Courts,  226 

Seventeenth  of  June,  262,  323 

Board  of  Education,  269 

Official  report,  374 

Suffolk-street  District  Claims,  377 

Back  Bay  Impiovement,  398,  415,  481,  497 

Swett-street  District,  411,  432 

Fence  on  Common.  419,  432,  49*,  507 

Car-tracks  on  State,  Court  and  Devonshire  Streets,  434,  441 

Duties  of  (  ity  Registrar,  442 

Keports  fiom  License  Commissioners,  444 

Militia  target  practice,  549 

Census  Statistics.  5  8 

Removal  of  Bay  Windows,  535 

Car  Tracks  in  Columbus  avenue,  577 

Claim  of  Mary  Noonan,  581 

Exhibition  of'Cardiff  Giant,  583 

Pay  of  city  laborers,  604 

Car  tracks  on  Court  St.,  624 

Division  of  Wards.  633 

School  St  widening,  641 

City  Architect,  057 

Taxes  of  John  Jeffries.  Jr.,  682 

Naming  Eastern  Ave.  Bridge.  6S8 

Salaries  of  constables.  708 

Office  hours  in  City  Depaitments,  712 

City  Charter.  717 

Protection  of  life  at  Jamaica  Pond,  725 

Claim  of  Mr.  Jeffries,  737 

Licensing  plumbers,  740 

Church  St.  District,  right  of  way,  755 

Protection  of  laborers  in  city  contracts,  755 

Small  pox  Hospital,  762 

Fees  ot  Deputy  Collectors,  765 

Veto  of  order  to  pay  Deputy  Collectors,  773 
Quincy  Statue  —  See  Mayor. 

Railroad  tracks  in  East  Boston  — 

Special  Committee  appointed  to  confer,  658;  report  and  order 
passed.  723 
Record  Commission  — 

Report,  and  order  passed  to  establish,  293 

Ordinance  passed,  393 
Rewards  — 

$1,000  for  arrest  of  murderer  of  Mrs.  Margaret  E.  Bingham, 
153 

$500  for  information  concerning  John  Dennehy.  278 

$5C0  for  securing  murderer  of  Thomas  P.  Pulsifer,  666 
Rules  and  Orders  — 

Of  last  Board  of  Aldermen,  adopted,  with  amendment,  4 

Report  of  joint  Special  t'ommittee,  15 

Of  City  Council  for  1875,  established,  19 

Salaries  —  (see  also  Pay  of  Laborers)  — 
Report  of  Committee  on  Salaries,  49 
Discussion  on  Salary  Bill,  and  orders  passed,  58 
Of  Fourth  Assistant  Solicitor  fixed  at  $2,500,  59 
Report  on  Salaries  of  License  Commissioners,  223;  order 

passed,  240 
Discussion,  reconsideration,  and  recommittal  of  order  re- 
lating to  salaries  of  Constables  in  District  Courts,  225 
Report  on  Salaries  of  Treasurer,  Collector,  and  Auditor, 

295;  salaries  established,  308 
Schools  —  ( see  also  Board  of  Education)  — 
Repairs  authorized,  29 
Report  accepted,  inexpedient  to  purchase  additional  land  for 

Cbapman  School  yard,  81 
Laboratory  authorized  in  Roxbury  High  School-house,  111 
Report  accepted,  inexpedient  on  Bigelow  District,  113 
Gymnasium  authorized  for  Latin  School,  122 
Request  for  Schools  for  Girls  like  licensed  minors,  referred, 

222 
Order  passed  to  purchase  land  adjoining  Chapman  yard, 

262 
Order  passed  for  additional  accommodations  for  Auburn 

Primary  School,  Brighton,  262 
Order  passed  to  fit  up  school  for  Deaf  Mutes  on  Washington 

Street,  262 


Primary  School,  corner  Main  and  Haverhill  Streets,  Charles- 
town,  309 
Primary  School-house,  Francis  Street,  310 
Report  on  site  at  City  Point,  334;    discussion   and  order 

passed,  346 
Order  passed  to  purchase  land  on  Dorchester  Ave.,  355 
Report,  room  for  Master  of  Adams  School,  393 
Order  passed  to  enlarge  yard  of  Quincy  School-house,  393 
Accommodation  in  Minot  and  Brighton  Districts,  396 
Bowditch,  order  passed  to  fit  up  laboratory.  431 
Order  passed  to  purchase  sue  for  Florence  District,  444 
Expediency  of  accommodations  for  Kindergarten,  4-14 
Reports  accepted  inexpedient  to  provide  schools  for  licensed 

female  minors,  and  kindergarten,  463 
Order  passed  to  consider  expediency  of  furnishing  accom- 
modations for  drill-room  in  High  School,  Charlestown 
Dist.,  495 
Discussion  on  East  Boston  High,  non-concurrence  on  substi- 
tute order  to  establish,  510 
Cabot  St.  bath-house  for  evening  school,  516 
Discussion  on  Public  School  System   and  order  passed  to 

erect  school-house  on  Ashland  St.,  530 
Report  accepted,  inexpedient  to   purchase   land  for  Eliot 

High  School,  559 
Accommodations  for  Dorchester-Everett  District,  559 
Accommodations  in  Andrew  District,  578 
Report  on  School  for  special  instruction  referred  to  School 

Committee,  582 
Report  on  Sewing  in  Public  Schools,  582 
Order  passed  relative  to  sewing,  623 
Requests  from  the  School  Committee  referred,  637 
Order  passed  to  provide  for  Free  Evening  Drawing  School, 

West  Roxbury  District,  717 
Primary  School,  Lowell  District,  717 

'•        Curtis  St.  District,  717 
'•  "        Comins  District,  717 

Orders  passed  to  investigate    cause  of   fires   in   Rice   and 
Phillips  School-houses,  734;  repairs  authorized,  734;  tem- 
porary accommodations  for  Rice  School,  734 
$525  for  use  of  armory  by  Charlestown  High  School.  762 
Accommodations  on  Applet  on  St.  for  Rice  School,  763 
Reports  on  school-house  at  City  Point,  order  passed,  766 
Order  passed  to  provide  drill  room  for  Chailestown   High 

School,  767 
Rice  and  Phillips,  report  on  origin  of  fire,  767 
Rice,  order  passed  to  repair,  768 
Reports  and  references  to  next  School  Board,  767 
Seventeenth  of  June  —  See  Centennial  Celebrations. 
Sewers  — 

Sewer  in  Mystic  Valley,  see  Water. 

Annual  report  of  Superintendent,  31 

Order  passed  to  petition  for  change    in  mode  of  making 

sewer  assessments,  68 
Discussion,  and  order  passed  for  commission   to  examine 

Boston's  system  of  sewerage,  82,  102 
Discussion  and  order  rejected  relative  to  Commission  on 

Sewerage,  113 
Appointment  of  Commission,  122 
Order  passed  to  consider  expediency  of  amendment  relating 

to  assessments,  223 
Order  of  notice  passed  to  W.  R.  Chester  and  others,  223 
Order  passed  to  take  lands  on  Amory  and  Boylston  Streets, 

268 
Order  passed  to  reconstruct  in  Everett  Street,  355 
Order  passed  to  construct  drain  for  surface  water  in  Sanford 

and  Forest  Hills  Streets,  35  j 
Report  and  discussion   on   Dredging    Roxbury  Canal  and 

Charles  River  Flats   395;  order  passed,  42b 
Ordinance  passed  changing  basis  of  assessments,  431 
Order  authorizing  deposits  for  claims,  referred,  500 
Vale  St.,  right  to  discharge  sewer,  562 
Orders  to  take  land  and  construct  in  King  St.,  £97 
Stony  Brook,  order  passed  to  construct  new  culvert,  610 
Hearing  and  discussion  on  unpaid  laborers,  610 
Order  to  construct  in  Curtis  St.,  West  Rox  ,  623 

Park  Street,  Charlestown,  192 
"  "  Schuyler  and  Maple  Streets,  248 

•'  "  Warwick  Street,  248 

'•  "  Edgewood  Street.  248 

'•  "  Wall  Street,  Charlestown,  264 

"  "  Fellowes  and  East  Lenox  Streets,  263 

"  "  Centre  Street;  in  Amory  Street;  east 

of  B.  &  P.  R.  R.  to  Boylston  Street;  in  Boylston  Street; 
in  Boylston  Ave.,  279 
Order  to  construct  in  Common  Street,  297 
"  '•  Alaska  Street,  297 

"  "  Cherry  Street,  297 

"  "  Orchard  Street,  309 

"  "  Meridian  Street,  322 

"  "  Ashburton  Place,  322 

"  •'  Warren  Street.  322 

"  "  Highland  Street,  322 

"  "  Savin,  Tupelo,  and  Quincy  Streets,  322 

"  '•  Howard  and  Gerard  Streets,  334 

"  "  Berkeley  Street,  356 

"  "  Paris  Street,  375 

"  "  Norfolk  Ave.,  422 

"  "  Humphrey  Street,  422 
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Order  to  construct  in  Berkeley  Ave..  422 

"  "  Hamlet  Street,  422 

"  '•  Boston  Street,  422 

'•  "  Hancock  Street,  422 

"  "  Albright  Court,  422 

"  "  Sumner  Street,  422 

"  "  Kverett  Ave.,  422 

"  "  Brngdon  Street.  422 

"  "  Notre  Dame  Street,  422 

"  Washington  Street,  422 

"  "  Townsend  Street.  422 

"  "  Codman  Park.  422 

"  "  < 'obden  Street.  422 

"  "  Walnut  Ave.,  422 

"  "  Westminster  Ave.,  422 

"  "  Walnut  Park,  422 

"  "  Egleston  Sauare,  422 

"  "  Weld  Ave  ,  422 

"  "  Marvin  Street,  422 

"  "  Dorcnester  Ave.,  and  take  land,  422 

"  ,;  l.angdon  Street,  438 

"  "  Rutl.md  Square,  438 

"  •'  Jess  Street,  44$ 

"  "  Athens  Street,  418 

"  '•  Silver  Street,  448 

"  "  Thornley  street.  456 

'•  "  Bowen  Street.  456 

"  "  Harrison  Avenue,  456 

"  "  AVoodville  Square,  456 

"  "  Blue-Hill  Ave.,  467 

"  "  Woodbine  St.,  467 

"  "  Warren  St..  467 

"  "  Bremen  St'.  467 

•'  Fifth  St.,  467 

"  "  Q  St.,  4t>7 

"  "  Saleni-st.  Ave.,  480 

<•  "  Maverick  St.,  495 

"  '•  Wabon  St.,  495 

'•  "  Rosjin  St.,  495 

"  '■  Bo  vision  St.,  517.  532 

"  •'  l.ainartine  St..  ;'.32 

"  »'  Spring-park  St.,  532 

"  "  Troy  St..  548 

"  "  Terrace  St.,  580 

'•  "  New  Heath  St.,  580 

'•  "  Mnywood  St  ,  580 

"  "  Clinton  St.,  580 

"  "  Maynard  St.,  62J— 

"  "  Hayward  Place,  623 

"  "  "  '•        637 

"  "  Tyler  St.,  637 

"  "  Bow  St.,  Charlestown,  637 

"  "  Richmond  St.,  644 

Sinking  Funds  — 

Annual  report  of  Commissioners,  31 
Soup  for  the  Poor  — 

$300  additional  appropriated,  147 
Report  from  Chief  of  Police,  192 
Amended  order  passed,  719 
South  Boston  Railroad  Co. — 
Location  accepted,  7 

Hearing  on  location  on  Milk,  Washington,  and  Arch  Sts.,  122 
Report  on  location  on  Summer,   Washington,  and  Hawley 

Streets,  168 
Discussion  on  eleventh  location,  188 
Discussion  on  location,  and  order  passed,  194 
Location  accepted,  267 
Order  indefinitely  postponed,  444 
Soldiers'  Relief- 
Quarterly  report  of  Paymaster,  4,  222,  547 
State  Aid  —  see  Soldiers'  Relief. 
Stebbins  (Alderman)—  Remarks:  on 
Additional  Water  Supply,  35.  171 
Order  to  contract  with  Brookline  Gaslight  Co  ,  45,  60 
Supply  of  East  Boston  by  Flax  Pond  Water  Co.,  46 
The  Salary  Bill,  58 

Uniting  Cochituate  and  Mystic  Water  Boards,  50 
Public  Parks,  63,  69,  101 
Age  of  Policemen  on  appointment,  66 
Widening  School  Street,  95 
Commission  on  Sewerage,  113 

Census,  and  redivision  of  Wards,  124,  5T0,  586,  606.  037 
New  City  Charter,  126,  129 
Fire  Inspector,  145 
Annual  Appropriations,  165,  190 
System  of  keeping  city's  accounts,  194 
So.  Bosion  Railroad,  194 
Allowance  for  Decoration  Day,  204 
Bunker-Hill  Centennial,  207 
Appropriation  for  Seventeenth  of  June,  220 
Board  of  Education,  209,  222 

Election  of  members  of  Cochituate  Water  Board,  222 
Salaries  of  Constables  in  District  Courts,  225 
Brighton,  betterments,  241 
Seventeenth  of  June,  262,  268 
Board  of  Education.  263 
Claim  of  Phineas  E.  Gay,  293 
Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  R.  R  ,  294,  346 


Duties  of  City  Registrar.  293 

Railroad  obstructions  in  East  Boston,  29i 

Water  Supply  for  Wards  17  and  19,  320 

Claim  of  J.  E  Fitzgerald,  337 

Suffolk-street  District  claims,  376 

Back  Pay  Improvement,  417,  480,  438 

Collecting  new  market  rents.  449 

Metropolitan  tracks  in  Court  St.,  458,  493,  563 

Fence  on  the  Common.  498,  50.1,  532 

East  Boston  High  School,  516 

Salaries  of  Deputy  Collectors,  517,  527.  565 

Census  Statistics,  518 

Public  School  System,  531 

Removal  of  Swing  Si^ns,  53 1 

Removal  of  Bay  Windows,  535 

Car  tracks  in  Columbus  avenue,  577 

Mystic  Contract  for  Boston  Water  Supply,  577 

Licensing  Plumbers,  etc.,  578 

Change  of  contract  system  on  Conduit.  578 

Vacancies  in  Mystic  Water  Board,  578 

Jail  expenses,  580 

Pay  of  City  laborers,  601 

Unpaid  laborers  on  Sewers,  610 

School  St.  widening,  621 

Car-tracks  in  Court  St  ,  624 

Pa3'  of  Lamplighters,  623 

Back  Bay  Bridges.  637 

House  Offal,  640,  685 

Swing  Sisrns  and  Awnings,  614,  667,  681 

City  Architect,  657 

Truant  School  and  Small-pox  Hospital,  660 

'faxes  of  John  Jeffrirs,  Jr.,  682,  736 

Naming  Eastern  Ave.  Bridge,  689 

Salaries  of  Constables,  741 

City  Charter,  719 

Railroad  tracks  in  East.  Boston,  724 

Water  supply  for  West  Koxbury  and  Brighton,  742 

Church  St.  District,  right  of  way,  754 

City  Hospital    Homoeopathic  treatment,  757 

Small-pox  Hospital.  762 

Fees  of  Deputy  Collectors,  765 
Str.  et  Commissioners  — 

Annual  report,  13 
Streets  — 

Orders  passed  relative  to  ice  on  sidewalks,  15,  81 

Report  accepted  allowing  removal  cf  four  trees  from 
Brown's  avenue  and  Ashland  street,  21 

Superintendent  authorized  to  purchase  supplies,  set  edge- 
stones,  erect  fences,  number  streets,  grant  permits  to 
open  streets,  lay  cross-walks  and  gutters.  29 

Orders  passed  for  setting  back  fences  on  Tremont  street, 
Ward  19,  and  Nos.  37  to  41  Hudson  street,  33 

Committee  on  Streets  authorized  to  refer  claims  to  arbitra- 
tion, 33 

Order  of  notice  to  quit  on  Beach  street,  33 
"  "      '•        "       Pleasant  street,  Charlestown,  37 

Report  on  use  of  streets  for  toasting  (no  power),  accepted, 
49 

Annual  report  of  Superintendent,  6S 

Order  passed  relating  to  snow  and  ice  in  front  of  tenement- 
houses,  113;  ordinance  passed,  410 

Purchase  of  street  sweeping-machines,  164,  265,  321 

Orders  of  notice  to  quit  on  Hanover  Ave.,  Hunneman  St., 
and  Bowdoin  St..  207 

Mayor  and  Com.  on  Streets  authorized  to  settle  city  claims 
for  Atlantic  Ave.  betterments,  207 

Report  and  discussion  on  revision  of  betterments  in  Brighton, 
241  ;  hearing.  242  ;  laid  on  table,  242 

Order  passed  relating  to  sprinkling  unpaved  streets.  263 

Order  passed  for  removal  of  projecting  signs,  279,  :i33,  467 

Discussion,  and  order  passed  relating  to  railroad  obstructions 
in  East  Boston.  296 

Oxnard  Sugar  refinery  allowed  to  lay  water  pipe,  309 

Removal  of  trees  authorized  on  Forest  Street  and  Brighton 
Ave.,  375 

Report  on  petition  of  Boston  Water  Power  Co..  and  discus- 
sion, 396;  discussion,  and  recommittal  with  instructions. 
415;  report,  480;  discussed,  and  order  amended  and 
adopted,  436;  report  of  Finance  Com.  and  order  passed, 
516 

Rebuilding  wall  on  Comins  School-house  estate,  448 

Temporary  tracks  to  Vegetable  Market  authorized,  449 

Temporary  tracks  to  S  wett  St.  authorized,  454 ;  reconsidered 
and  amended,  454 

Court  Square  closed  for  funeral  of  Barney  Hull,  455 

Engineer  to  report  on  Milldam  roadway,  455;  report,  479 

Continental  Sugar  Refinery  allowed  to  lay  pipe,  456 

Order  to  pave  sidewalks  on  Bromley  Park,  Parker,  Bromley, 
Albeit  and  Old  Heath  Sts  ,  456 

Removal  of  tree  from  738  Main  St.,  Charlestown,  465 

Track  across  Foundry  St.  authorized,  494 

Order  passed  to  purchase  estate  on  Bowdoin  St.,  Ward  16, 
507 

Discussion  on  removal  of  swinging  signs;  order  rejected, 
534;  report  on  remonstrance,  563;  reconsideration,  order 
passed,  563 

Discussion  on  removal  of  Bay  Windows,  and  order  passed, 
514 
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Release  by  Wm.  Gaston,  relating  to  Litchfield's  Wharf,  649 
Order  passed  to   raise  area  and  repave  at  intersection  of 

Washington  and  Dudley  Sts.,  549 
Order  of  noiice  to  quit  on  Carolina  Avenue.  560 
Permit  to  lay  steampipe  acro?s  Alden  St..  5G1 
l'ermit  to  lay  iron  pipe  across  A  and  through  Baldwin  St., 

501 
llevised  grade  of  Warren  and  Main   Sts  ,  and  Thompson 

Square,  ft 81 
Order  of  notice  to  owners  and  abutters  on  Dorchester  Ave., 

639 
Schoul  St..  widening,  discussion.  610 

Svvii  g  signs  and  awnings,  heaiing  of  Chit  f  of  Police,  discus- 
sion, and  older  rejected,  644 
Order  passsd  relating  to  gate  across  Main  St.,  at  crossing  of 

B.  and  L.  It.  It.,  617 
Discussion  on  shade  signs  and  awnings,  6C6.  681 
Street  Musicians  prohibited  in  certain  streets,  705 
Order  passed  relative  to  re-opening  passage-way  from  Court 

Square  to  School  St ,  717 
Telegraph  posts  authorized  on  Warren  Bridge,  etc.,  722 
-Albion  Court  —  changed  to  Albion  Place,  762 
•Alford    St.  —  Charlestown —  cdgestoms,    gutters,    roadway, 

597 
-Alford  grade  established,  687 

-  Auburn  St.  —  order  of  notice  to  quit,  112 

•  Arcadia  St.  —  macadamizing,  edgestones,  etc.,  308 
-Ashland  —  grading,  687 

Atherton  St.  —  macadamizing,  edgestones.  etc.,  30S 

-  Athens  St.  —  order  passed  to  establish  revised  grade,  309 

-  Auburn  St.  —  order  p::ssed  to  grade  and  pave,  376 
-Anthony  PI.  —  named,  561 

-Bath  St.  — grade  established,  734 

•Baxter  St. —  edgestones,  gutters,  sidewalks,  roadway,  775 

-  Beacon  St.  — order  passed  to  sprinkle.  205 

-  Bower  St.  —  order  passed  to  establish  revised  grade,  62 

-  Brighton  Ave.  —  order  passed  to  sprinkle,  205 

-  Brookline  Ave.  — order  passed  to  sprinkle,  205 

-  Berwick  Park  —  order  passed  to  build  retaining  wall.  241 

-  Bowdoin  St.  —  leave  granted  to  Charles  S.  Keinhard  to  cut 

down  two  trees,  280 

-  Berwick  Park  —  edge.-tones  and  gutters,  298 

•  Beethoven  St.  —  macadamizing,  edgestones,  etc.,  308 

-  Bowdoin  St.  —  order  passed  to  establish  revised  grade,  309 

-  Bowdoin  St.—  order  passed  to  grade,  3;i5 

-  Beach  St.  —  order  passed  to  grade  and  pave.  357 

-  Berkeley  St.  —  order  passed  to  repair  bridge,  376 

-  Bow  St.,  Charlestown  —  order  passed  to  grade  and  pave,  434 

-  Boston  St.  —  order  passed  to  grade  and  gravel,  447 

-  Blanchard  St.  —  named,  447 

-  Bolton  St.  —  edgestones,  sidewalk,  paving,  455 
-Blanchard  St.  —  grading,  edgestones,  gutters,  sidewalks,  494 
-Bowdoin  St.  —  edgestones,  sidewalks,  gutters,  479 
-Bedford  St.  —  discussion  on  pa\iug,  and  recommittal,  518; 

order  passed,  533 
-Cary  St   and  Tremont  I'lace  —  grading,  753 

-  Culvert  St.  —  order  passed  to  establish  grade,  36 

-  Court  St.  —  order  to  pave  with  granite,  205 

-  Cazenove  Place  —  order  passed  to  raise  edgestones,  and  side- 

walks, pave  gutters,  macadamize  roadway,  and  build 
cesspools,  298 

-  Court  St.  —  discussion  on  wood  pavement  and  order  passed, 

357 

-  Corey  St.  —  land  damages,  order  passed  to  pay,  377 

-  Cottage,  Boston  and  Humphrey  Sis. —  order  parsed  to  sprinkle, 

395 

-  Corey  St.  —  order  passed  to  grade  and  gravel,  431 
-Charles  River  Ave.  —  order  passed   to   pave   between   Com- 
mercial St.  and  City  Sq.,  Charlestown,  434 

-  Charles  St.  —  order  passed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones,  pave 

sidewalks  and  gutters,  and  macadamize  roadway,  434 
-Chelsea  St.  — sidewalks,  6S7 
-Circuit  St. —  edgestones,  gutters  and  sidewalks.  722 

-  Cabot  St.  —  order  passed  for  edgestones  and  gutters,  447 
-Court  St.  —  paving  between  Court  Sq.  and  Tremont  St.,  494 
-Columbus  Ave.  —  edgestones  and  roadway,  517 

-  Cross  St.  —  order  passed  to  pave,  517 

-Cortez  St.  —  edgestones,  sidewalks,  gutters,  roadway,  549 
-Culvert  St.  —  established  grade,  722 
-Clinton  —  filling  dock,  grading  and  gravelling.  687 
-Dorchester  Ave.  —  edgestones,  gutters,   roadway,  cesspools, 
455 

-  Deacon  St.  —  edgestones,  gutters,  roadway,  561 

-  Dexter  St.  —  grading,  macadamizing,  edgestones,  gutters,  581 

-  Dorchester  Ave.  —  removal  of  tree,  581 

-  Dale  —  grade  established,  687 

-Dorchester  Ave. —  edgestones,  sidewalks,  roadway,  597 

-  East  Lenox  St.  —  order  of  notice  to  '"  quit."  223 

-  Eliot  St.,  Ward  17  —  grade  established,  241 

-  Eliot  Sq  ,  Highland  St.,  Washington  St.,  and  Walnut  Ave. — 

order  passed  to  sprinkle,  351 

-  Eutaw  St.  —  order  passed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones.  pave 

sidewalks  and  gutters,  and  macadamize  roadway,  434 
-Elm  St.  —  paving,  5J7 
-Friend  St.  —  order  passed  to  repave,  549 
-Fountain  St.  —  grading,  edgestones,  gutters,  roadways,  549 
-Faneuil  Hall  Sq.  —  paving,  597 
-Franklin  St.  —  changed  to  Norfolk  Ave.,  734 


—  Hanover  Ave.  —  order  passed  to  grade  and  pave,  376 

—  Holyoke  St.  —  retaining  wall,  455 

—  Harrison  Ave.  —  edgestones,  gutters,  roadway,  533 

—  Harvard  Sq. —  Charlestown  —  edgestones,  roadway,  gutters, 

sidewalks.  567 

—  Huntington  Ave. — order  passed  to  remove  tracks,  638;  pav- 

ing and  gravelling,  638 

—  Heath  place  —  order  of  notice  to  quit,  734b 

—  High  St. —  Fort  Hill  Sq..  named,  722 

—  Hyde  Park  Ave.  —  grading.  687 

—  Havre  St.—  edgestones,  gutters,  666 

—  Hereford  St.  —  gutters,  crosswalks,  roadway,  663 

—  Hawthorn  St.  — grading,  gravelling,  666 

—  Knowlton  St.  —  order  passed  to  establish  grade,  36 

—  Leverett  St.  —  order  of  notice  to  ■'  quit,"  112 

—  Lewis  St.,  East  Boston  —  order  passed  to  repave,  323 

—  Lafayette  Sq. — named.  307  ;   hearing  and  recommittal.  393: 

report.  422;  hearing  and  order  passed  restoring  name  of 
Thompson  Square,  4"0 

—  Leverett  St.  —  order  passed  to  grade  and  pave,  376 

—  Lexington  St. — order  passed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones, 

and  pave  gutters,  433 

—  London  St.  —  order  passed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones,  and 

pave  gutters  and  sidewalks,  433 

—  Lawrence  St.  —  sidewalks, 581 

—  Lowland,  Ninth,  and  Old  Harbor  Sts. —  gravelling.  638 

—  Laurel  and  Sherman  —  revised  grade  established,  687 

—  Marion  St.  —  sidewalk.  456 

—  Mather  St.  —Ward  24—  plank  sidewalk,  704 

—  Marion  St.  —  grade  established,  763 

—  Mill  St.  —  Ward  24  —  purchase  of  land  authorized,  762 

—  Newbury  St.  —  gutters,  455 

—  North  St.  —  order  passed  to  pave.  439,  455 

—  North  Market  St.  —  order  for  urinal  rescinded,  516 

—  Newcomb  St.  —  grade,  edgestones,  gutters,  sidewalk,  533 

—  Norfolk  Ave.  —  grading,  gravelling,  plankwalks,  775 

—  North  St. —  paving,  597 

—  North  Centre  St.  —  paving.  597 

—  North  Beacon  St.  —  grade  established  and  grading,  638 

—  Orchard  St.  —  macadamizing,  edgestones,  etc.,  308 

—  Oliver  St.  —  order  passed  to  widen.  360 

—  O  St.  —  edgestones  gutters,  sidewalks.  517 

—  Old  Hnrbor  St.  —  edgestones,  sidewalks,  gutters,  638 

—  Pembroke  St.  —  sidewalks  opp.  St.  Mark's  Church,  188 

—  Post  Office  Sq.  —  hearing  on  change  of  name,  and  reference 

to  Committee  on  Paving,  15;  report  on  change  of  name, 
leave  to  withdraw,  accepted,  2o 

—  Park  Sq.  and  Columbus  Ave.  —  order  passed  to  sprinkle,  280 

—  Pleasant  St.,  Charlestown  —  order  passed  to  grade,  376 

—  Pearl  St. — order  passed  to  widen.  4-17 

—  Pacific  St.  —  grade,  edgestoues,,sidewalks,  gutters,  517 

—  Pearl  St.  —  edgestones  gutters,  sidewalks,  roadway,  561,  562 

—  Putnam  Sq.  —  named,  666 

—  Rrescott  "  '•        666 

—  Princeton  St. — sidewalks.  687 

—  Rutland  Sq. —  order  passed  to  grade,  423 

—  Rockland  St.  —  order  passed  to  grade,  433 

—  Kockland  St.  —  retaining  wall.  549 

—  Reed  Ct.  — order  passed  to  grade,  533 

—  Rogers  St.  — edgestones.  gutters,  sidewalks,  687 

—  Rockland  and  WalcullaSts. —  grading,  753 

—  School  St.  —  communication  from  Street  Commissioners,  on 

widening,  discussion  and  reference  to  Committee,  95,  111  ; 
discussion  and  indefinite  postponement,  620 

—  Shawmut  Ave.  — order  passed  to  sundry  people  to  ■■  quit,"  167 

—  South  Market  — order  passed  to  renumber,  151 

—  Savin  Hill  Ave.  —  plank  sidewalk,  192;  grading,  macadam- 

izing, edgestones,  gutters,  455 

—  Swett  St.  —  report  of  Committee  on    Streets,  accepted,  and 

order  passed  for  providing  means,  34,  -18;  order  laid  on 
table  that  no  action  be  taken,  112;  discussion,  and  con- 
currence in  amended  order,  147;  indefinite  postpone- 
ment of  order  that  no  aciion  be  taken,  152;  discussion, 
and  order  passed  rescinding  part  of  prior  order.  411; 
discussion,  and  order  passed  Lo  construct,  431;  order  of 
notice  to  quit,  438 

—  Starr  St.  —  order  passed  establishing  grade,  112 

—  Stoughion  and  Dudley  Sts.,  Ward  16  — sprinkling.  203 

—  St.  Charles  St.  —  order  passed  to  raise  edgestones  and  side- 

walks, pave  gutters,  macadamize  roadway,  and  build 
cesspools,  '^98 

—  Sixth  St.  —  edgestones  and  sidewalks,  298 

—  !»h;\wmut  Ave.  —  grading,  edgestones,  etc.,  334,  447 
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Bark  Ave.  —order  passed  to  reconstruct  culvert,  395 


-  Silver  St.  — order  passed  to  grade  and  gravel,  and  pave  with 
wood,  431 

—  Smith  St.  —  order  passed  to  giade,  431 

—  Salem  St.  —  order  passed  to  pave,  439 

—  Second  St.  — edgestones,  gutters,  sidewalks,  517 

—  Seventh  St.—  edgestones.  gutters,  roadway,  549 

—  Swett  St.  -Discussion  and  order  passed  relating   to  It.   R. 

grade,  733;  amended  order  passed,  774 

—  Sixth  St. —grading,  722 

—  South  St  —order  to  widen  indefinitely  postponed,  773 

—  Sawyer  St.  —  sidewalk,  622 

■ — Thettord  Ave.  —  plank  sidewalk,  704 

—  Terrace  St.  —  grading.  722 

—  Tremont  St.  —  removal  of  iron  posts,  597 
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—  ThoriiuiKu  St.  —  order  of  notice  to  quit.  241 

—  Thomas  St  — order  passed  to  establish  grade.  375 

—  Troy  St.—  edgestones,  gutters,  sidewalks  and  road-way,  423 

—  Tremont  St.  and  Gore  Ave.  — order  passed  to  grade,  439 

—  Townsend  St.  —  order  passed  to  grade  and  macadamize,  447 

—  Terrace  St.  — order  passed  to  lay  out,  532 
— Valentine  St.  —  named.  561 

—  Vale  St.  —  payment  to  Ciioate  Bnrnham,  562 

—  Washington  St. — remonstrance  on  renumbering,  92;  discus- 

sion on.  and  order  passed  to  renumber,  150 

—  West  Cottage  St.  —  order  passed  to  grade,  241 

—  Walden  St.  —  order  passed  to  grade,  265 

—  'w„M  ,\ve.  —  macadamizing,  edgestones,  etc.,  308 

—  Warren  St.  —  edgestones  and  gutters.  433 

—  Warren  Place  —  grading,  macadamizing,  edgestones.  gutter.-, 

447 
— Western  Ave.,  Ward  19  —  order  passed  to  gravel,  518 

—  West  St.  —  order  passed  to  repave,  494 

Washington  St.  —  Paving  between  West  St.  and  Norfolk  PI., 

494 

—  Washington  St. —  named  Fort  Hill  Sq..  722 

—Walk  Hill  St.  —  West  Roxbury  —  grading,  gravelling,  666 
Suri'olk-Strcet  District  — 

Committee  on    Northampton- Street   District   vested    with 

powers  for  unsettled  business,  37 
Order  passed  to  remit  taxes.  205 

Claim  of  Phineas  E.  Gay  discussed  and  referred,  293;  dis- 
cussion, and  recommittal,  377;  report  and  orders  passed, 
398 


Taxes  — 

Report  on  assessing  tax  on  real  estate  devised  to  city  by 
David  Sears.  32;  order  passed  to  assume  tax.  36 

Report  relating  to  tax  on  Appleton  Temporary  Home,  32 

Order  passed  laying  annual  tax,  191 

Order  passed  to  refund  taxes  to  Trinity  Church,  494 

Discussion  on  liability  for  unauthorized  acts  of  city  agents, 
682 

Hearing  on  claim  of  John  Jeffries,  Jr.,  719;  discussion,  733; 
report  accepted,  leave  to  withdraw,  736 
Treasury  Department  — 

Death  of  City  Treasurer,  12 

Communication  from  City  Solicitor,  12 

Charles  H.  Dennie  appointed  Treasurer  pro  tern.,  12 

Order  passed  relating  to  selection  of  candidate,  and  increas- 
ing bonds,  12 

Order  passed  requiring  bonds  of  Treasurer  pro  tern. ,12; 
bonds  approved,  13 

Order  passed  for  examination  of  accounts,  14 

Report  and  order  relating  to  fees  of  Deputy  Collectors,  32 

Order  passed  to  petition  for  leave  to  establish  salaries  of 
Deputy  Collectors,  36 

Report  of  examination  of  late  Treasurer's  accounts  accepted, 
61 

Order  passed  to  continue  salary  of  late  Treasurer  to  July  1, 
1S75,  to  widow,  61 

Order  passed  to  veiify  Treasurer's  manuscripts,  66 

Order  passed  for  examination  of  accounts  of  collectors,  94 

Order  passed  to  charge  extra  clerk-hire  to  license  revenue, 
250 

Order  relating  to  Treasurer  and  Collector,  264 

Chapter  176  of  Acts  of  1875  accepted,  26S 

Order  passed  for  Com.  on  Ordinances  to  consider  amend- 
ments necessary,  279;  report,  336 

Report  on  reorganization,  and  order  passed.  346 

Report  on  Treasurer's  account  accepted,  356 

Ordinance  passed  relating  to  Collector's  Department,  358 

Additional  Safe  authorized,  456 

Order  passed  relative  to  hours  for  Collector's  Department, 
466 

Report  on  Salaries  of  Deputy  Collectors,  517  ;  discussed,  and 
order  rejected,  527;  reconsideration,  528,562;  amended 
order  passed.  563 

Report  of  Unpaid  Taxes,  532;  accepted,  563 

Order  passed  relating  to  deposits  of  City  Funds,  638;  con- 
currence in  amendment,  701 

Report  on  fees  of  Deputy  Collectors,  discussion  and  order 
passed, 761 

Order  to  pay  Deputy  Collectors  vetoed,  order  rejected,  772 
"Trees —  (see  also  Streets—  also  Common)  — 

Reports  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  for  removal,  68,  126 


Unclaimed  Baggage  — 

Sale  by  Fitchburg  R.  Co.,  151 
Unfinished  Business  — 

Referred  to  joint  standing  committees,  4 
Of  last  year,  referred  to  committees,  8 
Referred  to   the   next  City  Council:  — 

Request  from  Public  Library  relating  to  Bates  Hall,  706 

Report  on  high-service  water  supply,  717 

City  Charter.  717 

Loan  for  sewer  in  Mystic  Valley,  733 

Report  relating  to  vacancies  in  Mystic  Water  Board,  739 
Referred   to  next  Board  of  Aldermen:  — 

Order  to  regulate  awnings,  742 

Report  on  New  Court  House,  775 

Business  in  hands  of  Committees,  777 


Vacation  — 

Order  passed  for  summer  vacation,  433,  450 
Viles  ( Alderman)  —  Remarks  ■  on 

Annual  Appropriations,  190 
Votes  of  Thanks  — 

From  Post  26,  G.  A.  R.,  for  civilities  rendered,  382 

To  Rev.  James  Freeman  Clarke,  for  oration  July  5th,  396 


Wards  —  division  of,  see  Census. 

Ward  officers  appointed,  655,  680,  703,  717 

Ward  1  — 

Resignation  of  Warden,  36 

Ward  4  — 

Resignation  of  Clerk,  13 

Ward  10  — 

Resignation  of  Warden,  4 

Ward  11  — 

Resignation  of  Inspector,  19 

Ward  13  — 

Resignation  of  Inspector,  47 

Ward  14  — 

Resignation  of  Inspector,  13 

Ward  17  — 

Resignation  of  Inspector,  559 
Washington's  Birthday  — 

Order  amended  and  passed  for  celebrating,  46 
Water  — 

Request  of  Water  Board  for  appropriation  of  $1,530,000,  4 

Order  relating  to  supply  of  localities  2J0  feet  above  moan 
low  water,  referred,  13 

Report  on  request  for  $1,530,000  accepted,  and  referred  to 
Finance  Committee,  22 

Report  and  orders  from  Committee  on  Finance,  providing 
$1,530,000,  34 

Discussion,  amendments  adopted,  and  order  passed  appro- 
priating $1,530,000,  36 

Offer  from  Fiax  Pond  Water  Co.,  placed  on  file,  43 

Discussion  and  order  passed  relating  to  uniting  Cochituate 
and  Mystic  Water  Boards,  59,  i)2 

Communications  from  Cochituate  Water  Board,  asking 
aulhoiity  to  locate  post  hydrants.  151;  asking  appro- 
priation of  $100,000  for  pipe  contracted,  151;  requesting 
adequate  provision  for  making  of  contracts,  151 

Report  accepted,  granting  $100,000  and  referred  to  Finance 
Com.,  166 

Report  on  additional  authority  to  contract,  166 

Discussion  on  additional  supply,  171 

Rcoort  from  Finance  Com.  and  order  to  borrow  $100,000  for 
pipes  Wards  17  and  19.  192 

Order  passed  authorizing  post  hydrants,  192 

Orders  passed  to  report  changes  in  system  of  high  service 
works,  250,  279 

Proposition  from  Brookline  Commissioners.  234 

Order  passed  relating  to  Mystic  Storage  Basin,  236 

Order  passed  relating  to  purity  of  Lake  Cochituate,  308 

Expediency  of  new  members  for  Mystic  Water  Board.  319 

Discussion,  and  order  passed  relative  to  supply  to  Wards 
17  and  19,  320 

Resignation  of  Thomas  Gogin,  321,  333 

Minority  report  and  ordinance  passed  in  relation  to  Cochitu- 
ate and  Mystic  Water  Boards  333;  adherence,  349,  355; 
conference.  373;  report,  inability  to  agree,  accepted,  432 

Report  accepted  inexpedient  to  require  sureties  to  be  resi- 
dents in  State.  349 

Report  on  Mystic  Sewer  and  Storage  Basin,  and  order 
passed,  410 

Mystic  Water  Board,  annual  report,  420 

Report  no  action  necessary  to  preserve  purity  of  Lake 
Co  jhituato.  431 

Orders  passed  for  Sewer  in  Mystic  Valley,  and  Loan,  446; 
referred  to  Com.  on  Water,  with  instructions,  465 

Annual  report  of  Cochituate  Water  Board,  452 

Adjustment  of  Collector's  accounts  for  East  Boston,  549,  559 

Report  accepted,  no  action  necessary  on  notice  from  Marga- 
ret K.  Cushman,  559 

Report  on  South  Boston  and  Beacon  Hill  Reservoirs,  and 
Licensing  ['lumbers,  559 

Report  and  order  relating  to  change  of  method  of  work  on 
Sudbury  Conduit,  560 ;  order  passed.  578 

Mystic  contract  for  East  Boston  supply  annulled,  577 

Order  passed  relating  to  control  of  pipes  in  buildings,  577 

Report  and  order  relating  to  filling  vacancies  in  Mystic 
Board  laid  on  table,  578 

Permission  to  lay  pipe  across  Mystic  River.  598 

Report  on  high-service  system  authorized  in  print.  653 

Contract  for  pipes  to  be  delivered  next  year  authorized,  733 

Discussion  on  licensing  Plumbers,  non-concurrence,  739 

Discussion   and   amended  orders   passed  relating  to  Water 
supply  for  West  Roxbury  and  Brighton,  742 

Order  passed  to  petition  for  protection  of  sources  of  supply, 
763 

Order  for  regulation  of  wat  r  fixtures  referred  to  Committee 
on  Ordinances  with  instructions,  763 
Weights  and  Measures  — 

Order  passed  to  sell  horse,  wagon,  etc.,  500 
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Wilson,  Henry  — 

Communication   from  Mayor,  resolution  adopted,  and  order 
passed  relating  to  death  of,  655 

Worthington  (Alderman)  -  remarks:  on 
The  Park  question.  15,  63,  69,  99,  191 
Rcdivision  of  the  Wards,  30,  37,  123,  579,  587,  607,  636 
The  Law  Department,  30 

Order  to  contract  with  Brookline  Gaslight  Co.,  45.  60 
Uniting  Cochituate  and  Mystic  Water  Boards.  59,  92 
Printing   proceedings    at    dedication  of   Brighton    Branch 

Library, 59 
Widening  School  Street,  94 
Order  for  non-action  on  Swett  Street,  112 
Commission  on  Sewerage.  113 
New  City  Charter.  127,  129 
Fire  Inspector.  146 
Swett  Street  Extension,  147 
Purchase  of  street  sweeping-machines,  164 
Annual  Appropriations,  165,  189 
Armory  on  Hancock  Street.  Ward  16,  169 
Additional  Water  Supply,  171 
System  of  keeping  city's  accounts,  194 
South  Boston  Railroad.  195 
Salaries  of  Constables  in  District  Courts,  225 
Brighton,  betterments,  241 
Seventeenth  of  June,  262,  268 
Street  sweeping.machines,  265 
Vegetable  Market,  266 
Board  of  Education,  269 
Duties  of  City  Registrar,  293 
Fourth  of  July.  319,  348 
Water  Supply  for  Wards  17  and  19,  320 
Electing  Director  for  Public  Institutions,  321 
Public  Bath  on  Cragie's  Bridge,  332 
Claim  of  J.  E.  Fitzgerald,  337 
Boston.  Revere  Beach  and  Lynn  R.  R.,  346 
School-house  at  City  Point.  347 
Wood  Pavement  in  Court  St.,  357 
Official  report,  373 

Back  Bay  Improvement,  397,  417,  481,  498 
Swett  St.  District,  411 
Fence  on  Common,  420,  498,  509,  532 


Lafayette  Square,  430 

Car  tracks  on  State.  Court  and  Devonshire  Sts.,434 

Regulation  of  hacks,  etc.,  478 

Madison  Sq.,  Appropriation,  498,  500 

Salaries  of  Deputy  Collectors.  528,  562 

Removal  of  Bay  Windows.  535 

Car  tracks  in  Columbus  Avenue,  577 

Change  of  contract  system  on  Conduit,  578 

Jail  expenses,  580 

Claim  of  Mary  Noonan,  581 

Exhibition  of  Cardiff  Giant,  C83 

Pay  of  city  laborers.  603 

Unpaid  laborers  on  sewers,  611 

School  St.  widening,  620 

Back  Bay  Bridges.  637 
House  offal,  704,  685 

City  Architect,  657 

Truant  School  and  Small-pox  Hospital,  658,  762 

Swing  signs  and  awnings,  681 

Appropriation  for  maps,  etc.,  for  Centennial,  686 

Naming  Eastern  Ave.  Bridge.  688 

Employment  for  poor,  705,  753 

City  Charter,  718 

Claim  of  Wm.  B.  Chaplin,  723 

Railroad  tracks  in  East  Boston,  724 

Swett  St.,  733 

Burning  of  Rice  School-house,  734 

Claim  of  Mr.  Jeffries,  736 

Lite  ising  plumbers.  740 

Water  supply  for  West  Roxbury  and  Brighton,  742 

Church  St.  District,  right  of  way,  754 

Fees  of  Deputy  Collectors,  764 

Veto  of  order  to  pay  Deputy  Collectors,  772 

Paying  Standard  Laundry  Machine  Co.,  775 


FINAL  PROCEEDINGS. 

Resolution  of  Thanks  to  Chairman,  777 
Response  of  Chairman.  778 
Order  passed  to  print  final  proceedings,  779 
Adjournment,  sine  die,  779 
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ORGANIZATION  AND  REGULAR  MEETINGS. 

Called  to  order  by  senior  member,  N.  M.  Morrison,  1 

Credentials  of  members  received,  and  quorum  reported,  1 

Notice  to  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  of  quorum  present,  1 

Convention,  and  qualification  of  members,  1 

Halsey  J.  Boardman  elected  President,  1 

Address  of  President,  2 

"Washington  P.  Gregg  elected  Clerk,  2 

Oath  of  office  administered  to  Clerk  by  City  Solicitor.  2 

Notice  to   Board  of   Aldermen   of    organization   of    Common 

Council,  2 
Notice  from  Board  of  Aldermen  of  organization  of  that  body,  2 
Thursday  evenings,  half-past  seven  o'clock,  assigned  for  regular 

meetings,  3 

ALPHABETICAL  INDEX. 

Anderson,  Mr.,  Ward  3 —  remarks :  on 

Pay  of  laborers  in  employ  of  city,  106,  22S,  251,  542,  590 

Badges,  140 

Salaries  of  License  Commissioners,  252 

Board  of  Education,  274 

Street  sweeping-machines,  275,  324 

Fourth  of  July,  305 

Bath  house,  Cragie's  Bridge,  325 

Enforcement  of  License  Law,  401 

Vegetable  Market,  407 

Division  of  Wards,  625 
Annexation  — 

Order  passed  relating  to  Brookline,  153 
Appropriations  — 

Report  on  Auditor's  Estimates,  140 

Discussion  on  Appropriation  Bill,  and  orders  passed,  154; 
[see  also  action  on  Appropriation  Bill,  under  head  of 
"  The  Public  Park,"  page  155.  first  column.] 

Discussion,  and  concurrence  in  amendments  of  Appropria- 
tion Bill,  198 

$10,01)0  unexpended  for  extension  of  Commonwealth  Ave. 
set  apart,  211 

$30,000  for  centennial  celebration,  17th  June,  237 

Amended  order  passed  to  set  apart  $10,000  for  edgestones, 
Tremont  St.  Mall,  237 

Revenue  from  Liquor  Licenses,  289,  299 

$6,«00  for  Park  Dept.,  525 

$6,8)0  for  altering  Easternave.  Wharf,  551 
Appropriations  —  additional  — 

Request  for  $5,000  for  Newbury  St.  primary  school-house,  91 

$3,400  for  Tremont  St.  Mall  Curb,  614 

$8,570  to  Suffolk  St.  Dist  ,  72J 

$2.5»0  to  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery.  715,  767 

$700  to  Contingent  Fund  for  aldermen,  768 
Appropriations  —  transfers  — 

$500  to  Contingent  Fund  of  Common  Council,  40 

$2,000  to  Police  Station  House,  Ward  16,  78 

$25,000  to  Overseers  of  Poor,  106 

$5,000  to  Primary  School,  Newbury  St.,  106 

$9,000  to  Columbus  Ave.  Extension.  119 

$19,296.44  to  School  Expenses,  School  Committee,  196 

$33,500  to  Suffolk-St.  District.  313 

$22,831.88  and  $7,168.12  to  Atlantic  Avenue,  313 

$10,000  to  Police  Station  House,  No.  8,  313 

$5,000  for  pursuing  and  arresting  criminals,  354 

$2,000  to  Orchard  Park,  354 

$30,000  to  Northampton  St.  District,  366 

$12,000  for  Vegetable  Market,  425 

$10,0H0  for  Roxbury  Canal,  425 

$28,500  to  Suffolk-St.  District,  427 

Lamp  Dept.  —  $100  for  tools,  472 

$5,741.35  from  Treasury  Dept.  to  Collector's,  472 

$28,146.43     "      Reserved  Fund  "         "  472 

$1,000  "     Sinking  Fund     "  Auditor's  salary,  472 

$1,000  "  "    ~        "         "  Treasurer's  "        472 

Common,  etc  —$1,100  to  Statue  of  Gen.  Glover,  483 

$3,000  for  Wharf  at  Doer  Island,  501 

$4,500    "   fitting  out  and  furnishing  Steamboat,  501 

Ferries  —  Sundry  items  for  repairs,  501 

Police  —  $1,300  to  Badges,  etc.,  502 

Request  for  report  relating  to  transfers  for  benefit  of  unem 
ployed,  505 

$20,000  for  new  ferry-boat.  540 

$64.46  to  widening  Leverett  St.,  551 

$65.09  to  Assessors'  sheets,  Reg.  Voters,  551 

$400  to  Repairs,  Inspection  of  Buildings,  590 


$6,000  to  Mercantile  Wharf  Market,  613 

$5,500  for  rebuilding  Commercial  Point  Bridge,  613 

$500  for  Gen.  Glover  Statue,  625 

$1,500  to  repairs  of  Station  Houses,  625 

$.i,000  to  Northampton  St.  Dist.,  648 

$3,000  to  new  Kngine  House,  648 

From  unexpended  balances  to  West  Chester  Park  Bridges, 

678 
Police  —  $500  to  "  feeding  prisoners,"  726 
"     $3n0  to  horse  and  carriage  hire,  726 
Water  — $2,500  to  Chestnut  Hill  Driveway,  726 
Public  Building  —  $2,000  for  new  heating  apparatus,  726 
$50,000  from  Water  Works  to  Paving,  726 
Board  of  Health  —  $1,000  to  Evergreen  Cemetery,  726 

"  "  $1,000  to  Public  Urinals,  726 

"  "  $1,000  to  Printing,  726 

Common,  $454  to  Orchard  Park.  750 
Lamps  —  $10,000  to  castings,  750 

"  $2,000  to  wrought  iron  work,  750 

"  $6,000  to  gas  lanterns,  750. 

'•  $100  to  Committee's  expenses.  750 

Ferry  —  $2,000  to  carpenter's  and  joiners  works,  750 
Pauper  Expenses  —  $800  to  keeping  horse,  etc.,  767 
•'  "  $310.91 -'new  steamboat,"  767 

Water  Works  — $7,000  for  service  pipes,  767 
Common  —$447  horse  for  Supt  .  767 
Health  —  $2J0  for  advertising,  767 
Auditor  of  Accounts  — 

Estimates  for  1875-76  referred.  103 
Explanation  of  items  in  Appropriation  Bill,  154 
Annual  report  in  print  authorized,  271 
Annual  report,  383 

Badges  — 

Order  to  procure,  discussed,  and  indefinitely  postponed,  23; 
new  order  to  procure  introduced,  26;  discussed,  41; 
amended,  42;  rejected,  41;  motion  to  reconsider  spe- 
cially assigned,  44;  passed,  77;  order  amended  and 
passed,  77 

Order  to  dispense  with  Badges  discussed  and  indefinitely 
postponed,  27 

Discussion.  140;  discussion,  and  order  rejected,  161 
Ballast  Lighters  — 

Report  on  ordinance,  559;  passed,  277 
Beal.  Mr.,  Ward  16  —  remarks  :  on 

Pay  of  laborers  in  city  employ,  525.  591 
Bells  —  see  Clocks. 
Board  of  Education  — 

Discussion,  and  resolve  and  order  passed,  273 
Board  of  Health  — 

Letter  of  complaint,  by  Maria  A.  Lee,  referred,  161 
Boardman,  Halsey  J.,  Ward  14  —  elected  President,  1 
Bonds  — 

Order  passed  to  pay  Francis  A.  Hall  three  gold  coupons,  40 
Bonds  of  City  Officers  — 

Special  committee  appointed  to  examine,  333 

Report  of  correctness  accepted,  425 
Boston,  Itevere  Beach  and  Lynn  R.  R.  Co. — 

Bond  for  Belcher's  lane  referred  to  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  299 
Boston  Typographical  Union  — 

Use  of  Council  Chamber  for  convention,  276,  282 
Brackett,  Mr..  Ward  10  —  remarks:  on 

Washington's  Birthday,  40 

Redivision  of  Wards,  80, 109,  115,  554,  565 

Convict  labor  at  House  of  Correction,  177 

Establishing  Boston  Water  Board,  230 

Salaries  of  License  Commissioners,  252 

Vegetable  Market,  273,  407 

East  Boston  Murder,  291 

Appropriation  for  Park  Commissioners,  502 

Pay  of  laborers  in  Health  Dept.,  542 

Licensing  plumbers,  617 

City  Charter,  674 

Claim  of  Standard  Machine  Co.,  750 
Bridges  — 

Annual  reports  of  Superintendents,  5.  11, 16 

Order  passed   for  construction   of  bridges  over  Boston    & 
Albany  R.K.,  64S 

Congress  St.  office  of  Supt.  established,  713 
Buildings  — 

Assistance  in  Department  for  Survey,  etc.,  authorized,  115 

Report   accepted,   revoking    permit    to  move    building    to 
Madison  Sq.,  218 
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TJse  of  horse  allowed  Inspector,  386 

Committee  authorized  to  issue  permits  during  recess,  425 
Order  passed  for  examination  of  means  of  egress,428 ;  report 
of  inspector,  614 
Burditt,  Mr.,  Ward  16 —  remarks  :  on 
Armory  in  Ward  16,  13S 
international  Typographical  Union,  276 
Offal  Shed,  Ward  15,  315 
Vegetable  Market,  4U7 
Swett  Street  Extension,  405 
Engine-house,  Ward  16,  462 
Voling-placts  in  new  Wards,  488 
Division  of  Wards,  557,  572,  630 
City  architect,  668 

Cawley,  Mr.,  Ward  2  —  remarks:  on 
Badges,  161 

Reward  for  arrest  of  murderer  of  Mrs.  Bingham,  219,  290 
Petition  of  T.  A.  Splaine,  227 
Supplies  for  Public  institutions.  301 
Offal  Shod,  Ward  16,  315 
Contracts  for  Sudbury  Conduit,  317 
Park  Commission',  428 
Licensing  plumbers,  614 
Census,  and  .Division  of  Wards  — 

Order  passed  to  petition  for  authority,  23,  39 

Discussion  on  Kedivision  of  Wards,  79,  88 

Report  in  part,  accepted,   discussion,  and  order  passed  to 

amend  petition,  108 
Reconsideration,  discussion,  substitute  rejected,  and  amended 

order  passed, 115 
Order  passed  relating  to  former  statistics,  219 
Scheme  to  divide  city  into  24  Wards,  381 
Report  of  new  Division  of  Wards,  537;  discussion,  554 
Order  for  Committee  to  locate  ward-rooms  indefinitely  post- 
poned, 546 
Petitions  on  Division  of  Wards,  565 
Discussion,  amendments,  and  passage  of  New  Division  of 

Wards,  565 
Order  passed  relating  to  extra  voting-places,  572 
Discussion  on  Wards,  and  amendments  concurred  in,  612 
Discussion  and  amended  ordinance  passed,  625 
Orders  passed  establishing  voting-places  in  new  Wards,  629; 

discussion,  630 
Order  passed  to  pay  bill  of  Sampson,  Davenport  &  Co.,  678 
Ordinance  passed  in  relation  to  Breed's  Island,  691 
Centennial  Celebrations  — 

Invitation  to  Lexington  and  Concord  accepted,  76 
City  Departments  closed  at  noon,  19th  April,  196 
Lights  in  Old  North  Steeple.  April  18,  211 
Hospitalities  to  President  Grunt,  199 
Invitation  to  Christ  Church  accepted,  211 
Appropriation  for  17th  ,)une,  234,  271,  324 
Committee  for  17th  June.  255,  271 
East  Boston  Ferry  free  of  toil,  June  17,  313 
17th  June,  extra  police,  338 
Order  passed  to  print  memorial  volume,  381 
Charlestown  Records  —  see  Claims. 
City  Accounts  — 

Discussion,  and  order  passed  for  examination  of  system,  196; 

report  accepted,  338 
City  Architect  — 

Order  passed  relating  to  employment  of  City  Architect  by  all 

boards  and  committees,  316,  324 
Order  passed  to  continue,  325 
Discussion,  668 

Ordinance  passed  to  establish  office,  744 
City  Charter  — 

Report  of  Commission  referred  to  Joint  Special  Committee,  3 
Order  for  printing  document  prepared  for  Commissioners 

discussed  and  referred,  28  ;  report  in  favor  accepted,  and 

order  passed,  57 
Order  passed  for  printing  1.000  reports  of  Committee,  138 
Resolves  relating  to  new  charter,  317 
Discussion,  631,  649,  669 

Discussion,  and  resolves  and  orders  adopted,  695 
Referred  to  next  City  Council,  731 
Resolves  relating  to  tenure  of  office  indefinitely  postponed, 

731 
City  Council  — 

Official  report,  order  passed  to  advertise,  327;   discussion 

on,  and  order  passed,  368;  report  of  Printing  Committee 

accepted,  425 
City  Documents  — 

Order  passed  for  binding  Documents  and  Proceedings,  769 
City  Engineer  — 

Authorized  to  make  purchases,  51 
Annual  report,  57 
City  Hospital  —  Bequest  of  Mary  L.  Shaw,  271 
City  Officers  (elected)  — 

Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries.  16,  199 

Trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery,  16,  237 

Members  of  Coehituate  Water  Board,  16,  23,  39,  50,  79,  211, 

425 
Directors  for  Public  Institutions,  23,  39,  199,  211,  227,  261, 

271,  311,359 
Trustees  of  Public  Library,  23,  198,  551 
City  Messenger,  39;  assistants,  103,  338 


Clerk  of  Committees,  39,  649;  assistant,  691 

Trustees  of  City  Hospital,  39, 199,  211 

Assessors,  39 

Supt.  Common  and  Public  Grounds,  56 

Supt.  Public  Buildings,  56 

Harbor  Master,  56 

City  Surveyor,  66 

Supt.  of  Streets,  56 

Supt.  of  Public  Lands,  56 

City  Engineer,  56 

Supt.  of  Sewers,  56 

Commissioner  of  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery,  56 

Water  Registrar,  56 

City  Solicitor,  66 

First  Assistant  Assessors,  56 

City  Registrar,  79 

Superintendents  of  Bridges,  79,  85 

Second  Assistant  Assessors,  85 

Inspectors  of  Lighters,  115;  assistant,  138 

Overseers  of  Poor,  153.  565,  590 

Member  of  Board  of  Health,  174 

Fire  Commissioner,  200 

Commissioner  of  Sinking  Fund,  237 

License  Commissioners,  271,  602 

Auditor  of  Accounts.  311 

Pound  Keeper  and  Field  Driver,  353 

Treasurer,  3sl 

Collector,  383,  399 

Record  Commissioners,  399 

Park  Commissioners,  429 
City  Registrar  — 

Permits  for  burials.  277,  291,  2.^9 

Reports  on  defining  duties,  341 ;  discussion,  minority  report 
adopted,  and  order  passed,  360;  reconsideration  dis- 
cussed and  refused,  389 

Order  passed  for  report  on  efficiency  and  manner  of  con- 
ducting office,  392 

Order  passed  to  appoint  standing  committee,  400;  appointed, 
427 

Order  transferring  powers  and  duties,  laid  on  table,  462 
City  Registration  of  Deaths,  etc.  —  (See  also  Census.) 

Report  on  incompleteness,  187 
City  Solicitor  —  see  Law  Department. 
City  Stables  — 

On  Canal  street,  Charlestown,  85,  381 

Order  passed  to  erect  on  Childs  street,  Ward  17,  258 
City  Surveyor  — 

Annual  report,  23 

Authorized  to  make  purchases,  51 
City  Treasurer  —  see  Treasury  Department. 
Claims  — 

Payment  of  executions  and  judgments  authorized,  40 

Certificate  for  $4,000  to  John  Gilson.  78 

§500  authorized  for  first  volume  Charlestown  Records,  258 

Order  passed  to  pay  Ellen  Donovan's  claim,  554 

Order  passed  to  pay  Mary  Noonan  $600,  5U0 

Order  passed  to  pay  Wm.  B.  Chaplin  $3,500  for  personal 
injuries,  726 

Report  and  order  passed  to  pay  Standard  Laundry  Machine 
Co..  750,  769 
Clarke.  Mr.,  Ward  15  —  remarks:  on 

Rules  and  orders,  17 

Washington's  Birthday,  50 

Sweit  Street  Extension,  78,  86,  107,  143 

Division  of  Wards,  109,  568,  630 

Annual  Appropriations,  154 

Public  Park.  ISO 

Establishing  Boston  Water  Board,  232 

East  Boston  murder,  290 

Street  sweeping-machines,  324 

City  Registrar's  Department,  365,  390 

Tremont  St.  Mall,  388,  519 

Enforcement  of  License  Law,  401 

Park  Commission,  428 

Vegetable  Maiket,  409 

Charles  Hulbert's  Estate,  540 

House  offal.  692 

Yorktown  Memorial,  713,  731 

Transportation  of  voters,  716 
Clerk  of  Committees  — ■ 

Resignation  of  James  M.  Bugbee,  012 

Letter  from  Mr.  Bugbee  declining  salary,  649 

Wm.  H.  Lee  elected,  649 
Clocks  — 

Maverick  Cong.  Soc.  order  amended,  211 
Committees — (see  pocket  edition  of  Organization  of  City  Gov- 
ernment)— ■ 

Orders  passed  for  appointment  of  Joint  Standing  Commit- 
tees, 10;  explanation  by  President,  10 
Common  Council  — 

Order  for  printing  Journal  offered,  and  laid  on  table,  3; 
referred,  17;  report  that  order  ought  not  to  pass  ac- 
cepted, 57 

Reports  on  contested  seats  accepted,  5,  10, 11;  seat  of  Fred- 
erick Pease  given  to  Emery  D.  Loighton,  10 

Order  passed  relative  to  admission  to  anteroom,  6 

Mayor  requested  to  appoint  members  special  police,  17; 
Notice  of  appointment,  23 
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Order  passed  to  make  arrangements  for  excursion.  409 
Resignation    of  Alexander   Beat,   member  from   Ward   16, 

accepted,  614 
Resolves  and  orders  pnsscd  relative  to  death  of  Councilman 

Kdvv.  J.  Long,  690 

Common  and  Public  Grounds  — 

$1,500  for  labor  on  public  grounds,  108 

$200  for  tools  and  repairs  on  public  grounds,  108 

$900  for  public  grounds,  etc.,  East  Boston,  237 

$1,650  for    Blackstone,   Franklin,    Worcester    and    Lowell 

Squares,  and  Union  Park,  237 
$2,500  for  public  grounds  near  Jamaica  Pond,  237 
$10,000  for  Common,  Public  Garden,  etc.,  237 
$1,500  for  hiring  teams,  237 
$2U0  for  tools,  237 
$500  for  trees  and  shrubs,  237 
$1,500  for  sods,  237 
$250  for  grass  and  other  seeds,  237 
$1,500  for  loam,  237 
$900  for  manure,  237 
$6,000  for  red  gravel.  237 
$1,000  for  water  and  watering  streets,  237 
$100  for  tools  and  repairs,  299 
$500  for  trees  and  shrubs,  299 
$1,000  for  repair  of  fences,  etc.,  313 
$5,000  tor  plants,  313 
$1,000  for  plants.  354 
$500  for  mowing  machine,  354 
$1,500  for  work,  354 
$10,000  for  labor,  354 
$1,000  for  settees,  etc.,  428 
$5,000  for  grading  Madison  Square,  428 
$650  for  repair  of  concrete,  428 
$400  for  sods,  428 
$228  for  rustic  flower  stands,  428 
$195.66  for  fountain  in  Independence  Square,  428 
$8,000  for  labor,  459 
$500  for  team  work,  483 

$417.35  to  concrete  walks,  Independence  Sq.,  725 
$1,000  for  watering  streets  around  public  grounds,  726 
$500  for  repairs  of  fences  and  fountains,  767 
Ordinance  passed,  313 
Orchard  Park,  report  on  improvement,  314 

$2,000  for  improvements,  324 

Order  passed  relating  to  statue  of  Gen.  Warren,  314 
Order  passed  for  open-air  concerts,  409 

Tremont  Street  Mall,  report  on  curbstone,  276;  discussion, 

and  recommital,  2S9;  reports  on  curb,  353;  discussion, 

366,  386;    non-concurrence   on   amendment,  425;    order 

passed  to  procure  proposals  for  fence,  399 

Report  accepted,  inexpedient  to  purchase  estates  on  Orchard 

Park,  211 
Report  on  petition  of  T.  A.  Splaine  discussed  and  recom- 
mitted, 227  ;  report  leave  to  withdraw  accepted,  290 
Discussion  on  Madison  Sq.,  non-concurrence.  501 

Discussion  on  fence,  and  contract   authorized,  519;   order 
for  transfer  of  $3,400  rejected,  540;  reconsideration,  553 
Discussion  on  Orchard  Park  and  Madison  Sq..  523 

Orchard  Park,  order  passed  to  report  cost  of  grading,  525; 
report,  551 

Orchard  Park  and  Madison  Sq.  discussed,  and  amended  or- 
der passed.  551 

Order  passed  relative  to  preservation  of  trees,  625 

Lot  adjoining  Park  Sq.  placed  in  charge  of  Com.,  691 

Order  passed  relating  to  passageway   from   Court   Sq.   to 
School  St.,  716 
Contingent  Expenses  — 

President  authorized  to  approve  bills,  11 
Crocker,  Mr  ,  Ward  6  — remarks:  on 
Badges,  24,  27,  42 
Washington's  Birthday,  40,  51 
Additional  Water  Supply,  54 
Ice  on  Sidewalks,  57.  80 

Redivision  of  Wards,  89,  108,  118,  554,  569 

Pay  of  laborers  in  employ  of  city,  107,  542,  594 
Public  Park,  119,  183 

Establishing  Boston  Water  Board,  215,  328,  360 

Salaries  of  License  Commissioners,  254 

Committee  for  17th  June,  258 

Commission  to  supervise  new  Water  Works,  260 

International  Typographical  Union,  276,  282 

Permits  for  burials,  277 

Assessments  for  construction  of  Sewers,  287 

Printing  Public  Park  Bill,  290 

East  Boston  Murder,  290 

Supplies  for  Public  Institutions,  301 

Fourth  of  July,  353 

Offal  Shed,  Ward  15.  315 

Contracts  for  Sudbury  Conduit.  316 

Common  and  Public  Grounds.  344 

City  Registrar's  Dipartment,  363,  389 

Official  report,  369 

Park  Commission,  428 

Sewer  in  Mystic  Valley,  462,  483 

Engine-house,  Ward  15,  462 

East  Boston  High  School,  476 

Appropriation  for  Park  Commissioners,  504,  525 

Alterations  of  Rules  and  Orders,  505 


Employment  of  Criminals,  544 

Orchard  Park  and  Madison  Sq.,  552 

City  Charter.  649,  672,  6J8 

House  offal.  692 

Widening  South  St  ,  723,  747 

Yorktown  Memorial,  731 

Licensing  plumbers,  745 
Cushing,  Mr..  Ward  4  —  remarks:  on 

Orchard  Park  and  Madison  Sq.,  551 

Watering  streets.  727 
Cushman,  Mr..  Ward  1  —  remarks:  on 

Salaries  of  License  Commissioners,  252 

Damon,  Mr.,  Ward  12  —  remarks  :  on 

Site  for  the  City  Point  School-house,  506 
Day,  Mr.,  Ward  1  —  remarks  :  on 

Additional  Water  Supply,  55 

Water  Board,  328.  359 

East  Boston  High  School,  427,  463,  474 

Examination  of  egress  from  public  buildings,  423 

Employment  of  Criminals,  523 

Railroad  tracks  in  East  Boston,  653 
Devereux,  Mr.,  Ward  22  —  remarks :  on 

Establishing  Boston  Waiter  Board,  175,  212,  232,  331 

Convict  labor  at  House  of  Correction,  177 

The  Appropriation  Bill.  198 

Pay  of  laborers  in  city  employ,  228 

Appropriation  for  17th  June,  234 

New  Vegetable  Market,  252,  407,  458 

Salaries  of  License  Commissioners,  252 

Board  of  Education,  274 

International  Typographical  Union,  2>2 

Fourth  of  July,  311,  339,  352 

Enforcement  of  License  Law.  400 

Sewer  in  Mystic  Valley,  426,  459 

Employment  of  Criminals,  522,  545 

Licensing  plumbers,  617 
Div  sion  of  Wards  —  see  Census  — 
Duggan,  Mr..  Ward  5—  remarks:  on 

Fourth  of  July.  305 

Official  report,  369 

Elections  — 

Discussion   on   transportation   of  voters,  order  indefinitely 
postponed,  715 

Ferries  — 

Order  passed  to  consider  expediency  of  reducing  tolls,  28 

Report  accepted,  inexpedient  to  reduce  tolls,  79 

Wiunisimmet  Ferry  Co.  to  use  slip,  540 

Contract  for  new  ferry  boat  authorized,  540 
Fire  Department  — 

Expediency  of  establishing  office  of  Fire  Marshal,  76;  indef- 
initely postponed.  290 

$255  for  phonographic  report  of  inquest,  85 

Locating  engine,  etc.,  between  Maine  Railroad   Depot  and 
Oustom-House,  311 

Second  annual  report  of  Commissioners,  472 

Report  accepted  and   referred  relating  to  chemical  works, 
S.  B.,  565 

Orders  passed  relating  to  transportation  of  explosives,  678, 
728 

Order  passed  relating  to  telegraph  in  Chelsea,  691 

Monthly  report  of  Commissioners,  715 
Fitzgerald.  Mr.,  Ward  7  —  remarks  :  on 

Rules  and  Orders.  17 

Badges,  24.  27,  42,  77,  161 

Additional  Water  Supply,  55 

Redivision  of  Wards,  79,  90.  117,  567,  625 

Swelt  St.  Extension,  143,  405 

Annual  Appropriations,  154,  198 

Public  Park,  156,  182 

Convict  labor  at  House  of  Correction,  177 

Courtesy  to  President  Grant,  199 

Establishing  Boston  Water  Board,  214 

Appropriation  for  17th  June.  235 

Salaries  of  License  Commissioners,  253 

Committee  for  17th  June.  255 

Vegetable  Market,  273,  407,  469 

Board  of  Education,  273 

Record  Commission,  283 

Supplies  for  Public  Institutions,  301 

Street  sweeping-machines,  324 

Fourth  of  July,  353 

Contracts  for  Sudbury  River  Conduit,  341 

City  Registrar's  Department,  364,  389 

Fence  on  Common,  368,  388 

Official  report.  370 

Kindergarten  Schools,  469 

Schools  for  licensed  female  minors,  471 

East  Boston  High  School,  476 

Inmates  of  House  of  Reformation,  488 

Employment  of  Criminals,  522,  543 

Truant  School,  545 

Pay  of  laborers  in  city  employ,  592 

Licensing  plumbers,  614,  646 

City  Charter.  632,  697 

Truant  School  and  Small-pox  Hospital,  651 
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House  ofl;il,  694 

Rules  and  orders.  728,  749 

Resolves  relating  to  tenure  of  office,  731 

Swett  St.  U.K.  Grade,  768 

Paying  Deputy  Collectors,  769 
Flynn,  Mr.,  Ward  7  — remarks:  on 

Badges,  26,  27.  -12,  77,  140.  161 

Washington's  Birthday,  50 

Election  of  Supt.  of  Common,  etc..  56 

Extension  of  Swett  Street,  78.  88.  106,  107.  119,  141,  391.  404 

Bay  of  laborers  in  employ  of  city,  107,  251 

Widening  of  School  St.,  115 

Establishing  Boston  Water  Board.  175,  360 

Reward  for  arrest  of  murderer  of  Mrs.  Bingham,  219 

Appropriation  17th  June,  235 

Salaries  of  License  Commissioners,  252 

Committee  for  17th  June,  255,  271 

Commission  to  supervise  new  Water  Works,  259 

Street  sweeping-machines,  282 

Fourth  of  Julv,  313 

Contracts  for  Sudbury  Conduit,  316 

Enforcement  of  License  Law,  401 

Vegetable  Market,  406,  468 

Sewer  in  Mystic  Valley,  426 

Examination  of  egress  from  public  buildings   428 

Bark  Commission,  429 

Voting-places  in  new  wards,  487 

Site  for  City  Boint  School-house.  506 

Bay  of  laborers  in  Paving  Department,  488,  525,  590 

Fence  on  Common,  519 

Terrace  St.,  541 

Orchard  Bark  and  Madison  Sq.,  525 

Bay  of  laborers  in  Health  Dep't,,  541 

Division  of  Wards,  565,  612,  626 

Licensing  Plumbers,  59U,  615 

City  Charter,  632 

House  offal,  648,  691 

Rules  and  orders.  727 

Widening  South  St  ,  729,  747 

Funeral  expenses  Vicc-Pres.  Wilson,  726,  751 

Swett  St.  R.R.  Grade,  768 
Fourth  of  July  — 

Order  passed  to  select  orator.  299 

Discussion,  and  order  passed,  305.  311,  338,  358 

Vote  ruled  invalid,  discussed,  and  revised  by  yea  and  nay. 
352 
Funds — (see  also  Sinking  Funds)  — 

Order  passed  to  pay  interest  due  on  Pierce  Fuel  Fund,  78 

G.  A.  R.— 

Invitation  from  Post  26  accepted,  175 

Allowance  for  Decoration  Day' 199 

Invitations  from  Post  7  accepted,  200,  351,  381 
Gas  — 

Order  passed  to  appoint  commission,  23 

Message  from  Mayor,  relating  to  Commissioners,  153 

Compensation  to  Commissioners  authorized,  175 

Commissioners  appointed.  1U6 

Burning  of  coal  tar  at  North  End,  767 
Glover  Statue  —  see  Mayor. 
Guild,  Mr.,  Ward  6  — remarks  :  on 

Washington's  Birthday,  40 

Badges,~43,  161 

Sweit  Street  Extension,  87 

Public  Bark,  156.  179 

Convict  labor  at  House  of  Correction,  177 

Appropriation  for  17th  June,  236 

Petition  of  T.  A.  Splaine,  227 

Salaries  of  License  Commissioners,  252 

Committee  for  17th  June,  255 

International  Typographical  Union,  276,  282 

Fourth  of  July,  312,  339 

Offal  Shed,  Ward  15,  315 

Fence  on  Common,  366,  386,  519 

Park  Commission.  428 

Sewer  in  Mystic  Valley,  460 

Madison  Sq  ,  501 

Appropriation  for  Park  Commissioners,  504 

Orchard  Park  and  Madison  Sq.,  524,  552 

Yorktown  Memorial,  730 

Widening  South  St..  748 

Funeral  expenses  Vice-Pres.  Wilson,  726,  751 

Harbor  — 

Orders  passed  relative  to  removal  of  ice.  16 

Order  passed  relating  to  jurisdiction,  612 
Harmon,  Mr.,  Ward  6  —  remarks:  on 

Badges,  43,  141 

Division  of  Wards,  109,  569.  627 

Convici  labor  at  House  of  Correction,  177 

Fourth  of  July.  313.  338 

Orchard  Park  and  Madison  Sq,.,  524 

Licensing  plumbers,  618 

City  Charter.  673 
Harrigan,  Mr..  Ward  1  —  remarks  :  on 

Additional  Water  Supply,  55 

Pay  of  laborers  in  employ  of  city,  106,  590 

Badges,  161 


Establishing  Boston  Water  Board,  218 

Board  of  Education.  273 

East.  Boston  Murder,  291 

Fourth  of  July,  304,  311,  33S,  352 

City  Registrar's  Department,  364 

Enforcement  of  License  Law.  4"l 

East  Boston  High  School,  463,  475 

Charles  Hulbert's  Estate,  540 

Division  of  Wards,  571 

Licensing  plumbers,  617,  644 

City  Architect,  668 
Health,  Board  of — 

Authorized  to  establish  hospital,  668 
Health  Department  — 

Sup't  authorized  to  provide  supplies,  40 

Order  passed  to  consider  expediency  of  accepting  Act  re- 
lating to  inspectors  of  provisions,  138;  report  and  order 
passed  to  accept  Act,  153 

House  Offal,  East  Boston,  contract  authorized,  160 

Discussion  on  pay  of  laborers,  indefinite  postponement,  541 

Discussion  and  order  passed  relating  to  house  offal,  648,  691 

Order  passed  to  allow  fees  to  undertakers,  744;  rescinded, 
767 
Hicks,  Mr..  Ward  8  —  remarks  :  on 

Appropriation  for  17th  June,  255,  271 
Homer,  Mr..  Ward  11  —  remarks:  on 

Bay  of  laborers  in  Health  Dep't,  542 
Howes,  Mr.,  Ward  11  —  remarks:  on 

Additional  Water  Supply,  55 

Establishing  Fire  Marshal.  76 

Public  Park,  179 

Committee  for  17th  June,  257 

International  Typographical  Union,  276,  282 

Fourth  of  July.  312 

Electing  Mystic.  Water  Board,  316 

Water  Board,  329 

City  Registrar's  Department,  364 

Official  report,  36J 

Vegetable  Market,  406 

Sewer  in  Mystic  Valley.  426 

Park  Commission,  428 

Appropriation  for  Park  Commissioners,  502 

Division  of  Wards,  555 

Pay  of  laborers  in  city  employ,  488.  592 

Licensing  Plumbers,  614 

City  Charter.  632,  650,  674,  693 

Yorktown  Memorial.  730 

Resolves  relating  to  tenure  of  office,  731 

Widening  South  St.,  748 

Incidental  Expenses  — 

Funeral  expenses  of  Vice-Pres.  Wilson,  726,  751 

Jamaica  Pond  — 

Order  passed  relative  to  protection  of  life,  726 
Jaques.  Mr.,  Ward  9  —  remarks:  on 

Badges,  24,  41.  77 

Washii  gton's  Birthday,  40 

Additional  Water  Supply,  55 

Swett  Street  Extension.  87,  106,  141 

Pay  of  laborers  in  employ  of  city,  107,  230,  542,  591 

Division  of  Wards.  118.  557 

Public  Park,  120,  156.  178 

Annual  Appropriations,  154 

System  of  keeping  City  Accounts,  197 

Appropriation  for  17th  June,  234 

Salaries  of  License  Commissioners,  253 

Committee  for  17th  June,  257 

Permits  for  burials,  277,  291 

Assessments  for  construction  of  sewers,  289 

Supplies  for  Public  Institutions,  303 

Contracts  for  Sudbury  Conduit.  316 

Water  Board,  329 

Fourth  of  July,  338 

City  Registrar's  Department,  361.  390 

Sewer  in  Mystic  Valley,  485 

Appropriation  for  Park  Commissioners,  503 

Orchard  Park  and  Madison  Sq.,  524 

Charles  Hulbert's  Estate,  540 

Licensing  Plumbers,  614,  644 

City  Charter.  671,  698 

Deposits  of  City  Funds,  678,  702 

House  offal.  691 

Widening  Souih  St.,  729 

Resolves  re'ating  to  tenure  of  office,  731 

Funeral  expenses  of  Vice  Pies.  Wilson,  726.  751 

Printing  report  of  Sewerage  Commission,  751 

Swett  St.  R.  R.  Grade,  768 

Kelly,  Mr.,  Ward  21  —  remarks:  on 

Pay  of  laborers  in  employ  of  city,  107 

Establishing  Boston  Water  Board,  217 

Bay  of  laborers  in  city  employ,  526,  593 

Widening  South  St.,  729 
Kimball.  Mr.,  Ward  6  —  remarks  :  on 

Rules  and  Orders,  17 

Badges,  23.  41,  77,  161 

Printing  Charter  document,  28 
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Washington's  Birthday.  40 

Additional  Water  Supply,  52 

Redivision  of  Wards,  79,  90.  118,  612,  625 

Extension  of  Swett  Street,  106.  107,  142,  391,  403 

Pay  of  laborers  in  city  employ,  1U7,  223 

Public  Park,  155.  181 

Establishing  Boston  Water  Board.  175,  213,  233,  353 

System  of  keeping  City  Accounts,  197 

Petition  of  T.  A.  Splaine,  227 

New  Vegetable  Market,  252.  273,  468 

Commission  to  supervise  new  Water  Works,  259 

Permits  for  burials,  277 

Fourth  of  July,  352 

City  Registrar's  Department,  363,  389 

Sewer  in  Mystic  Valley,  426.  461,  485 

Appropriation  for  Park  Commissioners,  503 

Pay  of  laborers  in  Paving  Dep't,  525 
•'     ■'  "        '•  Health      "      542 

City  Charter,  632,  649,  669,  700 

Truant  School  ami  Small-pox  Hospital,  651 

Deposits  of  City  Funds,  679 

House  offal,  692 

Rules  and  Orders,  727 

Yorktown  Memorial,  731 

Resolves  relating  to  tenure  of  office,  731 

Claim  of  Standard  Laundry  Machine  Co..  750 

Printing  report  Sewerage  Commission,  751 

Swett  St.  R.  R.  Grade,  768 

Paying  Deputy  Collectors,  769 
King  Kalakaua  — 

Invitation  to  reception  in  Aldermen's  chamber,  3 
Kingsbury.  Mr..  Ward  15  —  remarks:  on 

Washington's  Birthday,  41 

Official  report,  370 

Orchard  Park  and  Madison  Sq..  524 

Law  Department  — 

Order  passed  to  purchase  law  books,  51 

Ordinance  parsed  providing  for  Fourth  Assistant  Solicitor,  51 

Leighton,  Mr.,  Ward  1 — remarks:  on 
Additional  Water  Supply,  54 

Liquor  Licenses  — 

Mayor  requested  to  nominate  License  Commissioners,  211 
Office  for  License  Commissioners  authorized,  211 
Report  directed  establishing  salaries,  211 
Clerk-hire  to  bo  charged  to  License  revenue.  251 
Discussion  on  Salaries,  and  order  passed,  252 
Discussion,  and  order  passed,  requiring  reports,  400 

Loans  — 

$100,000  for  water-pipes,  Wards  17  and  19,  259 
$2,000,000  in  anticipation  of  taxes.  354 
$267,000  for  Back  Bay  streets  and  avenues,  519 

Long,  Mr.,  Ward  8  —  remarks:  on 
Division  of  Wards,  117 
Badges,  140 
Appropriation  for  17th  June,  236 

Markets  — 

Discussions  on  Vegetable  Market.  251,  273;  reference  to 
special  committee,  273;  report,  325,  342;  discussion,  and 
order  passed  establishing.  406 

Discussion  on  $6,000  additional  for  Mercantile  wharf  prop- 
erty, and  reference  to  Finance  Com..  469 

Order  passed  to  sell  horse,  wagon,  etc.,  502 
Mayor  — 

Copy  of  Inaugural  Address  requested  for  publication,  3 

Disposition  of  topics  in  address  referred,  3 

Report  and  orders  passed  on  disposition  .of  topics  in  ad- 
dress, 11 

Communication  relating  to  Uniforms  for  City  Employes,  161 

Communication  relating  to  Monument  at  Yorktown,  371; 
report  and  discussion,  713,  730 

Communication  relating  to  Statue  of  General  Glover,  565 

Relating  to  death  of  Vice-Pres.  Wilson,  678 

On  supplying  portfolios  for  Centennial  Exhibition,  special 
Committee  appointed,  I  6S 

On  death  of  Councilman  Edw.  J.  Long,  690 

Militia  — 

Co.  C,  Fourth  Bat.  Inf.,  $65  rent  allowed  for  temporary 
armory,  51 

Report  accepted,  leave  to  withdraw,  on  petitions  for  Ninth 
Reg.,  and  Co.  K,  First  Reg  ,  133 

Co.  E,  Ninth  Reg  ,  rent  of  armory  discontinued.  138 

Co.  C,  Fourth  Bat.  Inf.,  discussion  on  armory  and  order 
passed,  138 

Co.  D.  Fourth  Bat.,  rent  discontinued,  and  rent  author- 
ized, 161 

Co.  E,  Ninth  Reg.,  rent  authorized,  161 

Co.  A,  First  Reg.,  pay  for  rent  authorized,  161 

Co.  D,  Fourth  Bat.,  $500  for  armory,  199 

Co.  C.  Ninth  Reg.,  $300  for  armory,  237 

Co.  A,  Fifth  Reg.,  $250  for  armory,  237 

Co.  G,  Ninth  Reg.,  $200  for  armory,  237 

Co.  A,  Ninth  Reg.,  $250  for  fitting  up  and  furnishing  ai- 
mory,  275 

Order  passed  to  hire  two  rooms  corner  Harvard  and  Wash^ 
ington  Sts.,366 


Co   A.  First  Reg  ,  $75  for  rent  of  armory,  331 
Co.  A,  First  Reg..  $300  for  rent,  483 
Permits  for  target  firing,  551 
Minors  — 

Rules  and  regulations  concerning  sales,  16 

Morrison,  Mr.,  Ward  9  —  remarks :  on 

Badges,  25,  42 

Vegetable  Market,  273 

Street  sweeping-machines,  275 

International  Typographical  Union,  276,  2S2 

East  Boston  Murder,  290 

Fourth  of  July.  304,  311.  339 

Offal  Shed,  Ward  15.  315 

Contracts  for  Sudbury  River  Conduit,  340 

City  Registrar's  Department,  364,  389 

Fence  on  Common,  386,  519 

Vegetable  Market,  407 

Sewer  in  Mystic  Valley,  426 

Voting-places  in  new  Wards,  488 

Licensing  plumbers,  618,  644 

Division  of  Wards,  630 

Widening  South  St.,  729 
Municipal  Register  — 

Order  passed  for  preparing  and  printing,  3 

Report  accepted,  no  action  necessary  to  supply  members  of 
School  Committee,  76 

Northampton  St.  District  — 

Committee  vested  with  powers,  6 

Orders  passed  assessing  betterments,  and  to  provide  means 
for  completing  improvements.  76 

Com.  authorized  to  settle  grade  damages,  227 

Order  passed  to  take  estates  of  J.  E.  Fitzgerald  and  others, 
311 

Order  passed  to  take  estate  of  Alvin  J.  Bartlett,  477 

Order  passed  to  pay  A.  G.  Bartlett  $7,7S6.30,  612 

Report  requesting  additional  appropriation,  631 

Order  passed  to  vacate  assessments,  767 
Noycs,  Mr.,  Ward  5  —  remarks:  on 

Badges,  27 

System  of  keeping  City  Accounts.  196 

Contracts  for  Sudbury  River  Conduit,  316,  340 

Official  report,  369 

Sewer  in  Mystic  Valley,  462 

Licensing  plumbers,  617,  746 

City  Charter.  677 

House  offal,  692 

Deposits  of  City  Funds.  702 

Widening  South  St.,  747 

Ordinances  — 

To  regulate  office  hours  passed,  744 
Osborne,  Mr.,  Ward  8  —  remarks  :  on 

System  of  keeping  City  Accounts,  197 

Street  sweeping-machines,  324 

East  Boston  High  School,  474 

Deposit  of  City~Funds,  702 
Overseers  of  Poor  — 

Message  announcing  death  of  Dr.  Allen,  539 

Page,  Mr.,  Ward  9  —  remarks:  on 

Badges,  77 

Swett  St.  Extension,  78,  86,  119.  141,  391,  402 

Pay  of  laborers  in  employ  of  city,  106 

Division  of  Wards,  110.  571,  630 

Armory  in  Ward  16,  13S 

Convict  labor  at  House  of  Correction,  175 

The  Appropriation  Bill.  198 

Appropriation  for  17th  June.  235 

Street  sweeping-machines,  232 

Supplies  for  Public  Institutions,  300 

Fourth  of  July,  305 

Sewing-machines  at  House  of  Correction,  305 

Employment  of  City  Architect,  316 

Enforcement  of  License  Law,  400 

East  Boston  High  School.  463,  475 

Kindergarten  Schools,  469 

Schools  for  licensed  female  minors,  471 

Inmates  of  House  of  Reformation.  489,  504 

Site  for  City  Point  School-house,  505 

Employment  of  Criminals,  522 

City  Architect,  668 

Widening  South  St.,  728,  746 

Licensing  plumbers,  744 

Claims  of  Standard  Laundry  Machine  Co.,  750 

Swett  St.  R.R.  grade,  768 
Parker,  Mr.,  Ward  14  —  remarks:  on 

Badges,  24 

Additional  Water  Supply,  54 

Board  of  Education,  274 

Fourth  of  July.  352 

Madison  Sq.,  501 

Division  of  Wards,  568,  612 

House  offal,  691 

Yorktown  Memorial,  731 
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Paving  Depnrtment  — 

Order  passed  relating  to  pay  of  laborers,  488 ;  report  on 
same,  and  discussion,  625;  minority  report,  553;  Dis- 
cussion and  Resolve  substituted  and  passed,  590 

Pay  of  laborers  in  city  employ— (see  also  Paving  and  Health)  — 
Discussion,  and  order  passed  relative  to  equalizing  pay,  106 
Majority  and  Minority  Reports,  and  order  to  print,  139 
Discussion,  and  substitute  order  passed,  228 
Concurrence  in  amendment,  and  reference,  251 
Report  accepted,  inexpedient  to  make  any  change,  299 
Order  to  place  men  on  full  time  referred,  402 
Resolution  rejected,  654 

Peabody,  Mr.,  Ward  9  —  remarks:  on 
Priming  Charter  document,  28 
■Washington's  Birthday,  40 
Additional  Water  Supply,  53 
Redivision  of  Wards,  90 
Extension  of  Svvett  St.,  106 
Pay  of  laborers  in  employ  of  city,  106 
Division  of  Wards,  110,  117 
Public  Parks,  119.  184 
Convict  labor  at  House  of  Correction.  177 
System  of  keeping  City  Accounts,  196 
The  Appropriation  Bill,  198 
Courtesy  to  President  Grant,  199 
Printing  Public  Park  Bill,  290 
East  Boston  Murder,  291 
Supplies  for  Public  Institutions,  304 
Fourth  of  July,  304 
Water  Board,  360 
Election  of  Collector,  382 
Park  Commission,  42S 
Sewer  in  Mystic  Valley,  460 
Ea-t  Boston  High  School,  474 
Truant  School  and  Small-pox  Hospital,  651 
City  Charter,  674 
Deposits  of  City  Funds,  678,  702 
House  offal,  692 
Soup  for  the  poor,  713 
Widening  South  St.,  728,  746 
Lice- sing  plumbers,  614 

Perkins,  Mr.,  Ward  16  —  remarks:  on 
Badges,  23,  27.  42 
Washington's  Birthday,  40 

Election  of  Superintendent  of  Common,  etc.,  56 
Extension  of  Swett  Street.  105 
Pay  of  laborers  in  employ  of  city,  106,  228 
Division  of  Wards,  118 
Public  Park,  119 
Armory  in  Ward  16.  138 
Establishing  Boston  Water  Board,  216.  230 
Appropriation  for  17th  of  June,  234 
Petition  of  T.  A.  Splaine,  227 
Salaries  of  License  Commissioners,  253 
Vegetable  Market.  272,  407 
Street  sweeping-machines,  281,  324 
Tremont  Street  Mall,  289,  366 
Fourth  of  July.  352 
New  Offal  Shed,  Ward  15,  315 
Common  and  public  grounds,  344 
City  Registrar's  Department,  362 
Official  report,  370 
House  offal.  648.691 

Truant  School  and  Small-pox  Hospital,  650 
Printing  report  Sewerage  Commission,  751 
Swett  St.  R.R.  grade,  768 

Police  — 

Order  passed  relative  to  lodgers  at  Station  Houses,  27 

Ordinance  passed  in  relation  to  police  fund,  311 

Order  passed  to  pay  for  duty  in  Concord  and  Lexington, 
3-S1 
Power,  Mr.,  Ward  22  —  remarks  :  on 

Badges.  43 

Pay  of  laborers  in  employ  of  city,  106 

Establishing  Boston  Water  Board,  218,  331 

Board  of  Education,  274 

Street  sweeping-machines,  275 

Kindergarten  Schools,  471 

Sewer  in  Mystic  Valley,  486 

Truant  School  and  Small-pox  Hospital,  652 

Printing  — 

Annual  reports  authorized  in  print,  5 

5,100  copies  of  Liquor  Law,  2b7 

10,000  Public  Park  Bill,  290 

Expediency  of  reprinting  Index   to  City  Documents,   526; 
report,  accepted.  590 

Order  for  printing  report  of  Sewerage    Commission    dis- 
cussed and  referred,  751 :    \trraia.  last  word  in  order, 
for   "Services"  read  '-Sewers;"]    report    and    order 
passed, 767 
Public  Baths  — 

Order  passed  for  repairs,  etc.,  40,  324 

Report  on  locating  at  Cragie's  Bridge  recommitted,  325 

Public  Buildings  — 

Annual  report  of  Superintendent.  23 

Order  passed  for  furniture,  repairs,  and  cleaning,  51 


City  Hall —  Report  on  unsettled  bills  on  Elevator,  161;  pay- 
ment authorized,  176 
Faneuil  Hall,  order  passed  to  strengthen  floor  and  roof,  281 
Offal  Shed.  Highland  Street,  315,  326 
Order  passed  to  raise  and  alter  Police  Station  No.  8,  327 
Sale  of  Engine  House  on  Parker  Street,  344 
Order  passed  to  remove  Hose  2  building,  386 
Discussion,  and  order  passed  for  engine-house,  Ward  15,  462 
Engine-house  on  Harvard  Ave.,  Ward  19,  471 
Land  on  Ashland  St  ,  W.  Roxbury,  site  for  school-house,  472 
City  Hall,  order  passed  for  watch-clock,  472 

order  passed  to  pay  bill  of  J.  E    Blakemore,  472 

Engine-house,  Washington  St.,  Ward  15,  472 

Discussion  on  Voting  Places  in  new  Wards,  487 

Engine-house,  Mt.  Vernon  St.,  West  Roxbury,  505 

Order  pa-sed  to  provide  Ward  rooms,  540 

Expediency  of  fencing  and  grading  Chapman  School-house 

lot,  546 
Ward  Room  and  Armory,  South  Boston,  565 
Report  relating  to  new  Engine  Houses,  031 
Order  passed  relative  to  Public  Halls,  etc.,  715 
Public  Institutions — 

Order  passed  for  report  on   expediency,  concerning  build- 
ings, 174 
Discussion   and  orders  relating  to  convict  labor,  175,  305 ; 

report,  314 
Discussion  on  supplies,  and  recommittal  with  instructions, 

239 
Ordinance  passed,  338 

Annual  report  referred  with  instructions,  353 
Ward  Room  and  Armory,  South  Boston,  565 
Discussion  on  classification  of  inmates  of  House  of  Reforma- 
tion, 488;  order  passed  for  report,  504 
Discussion  on  employment  of  criminals,  and  order  passed, 

621 ;  discussion  and  substitute  order  passed,  543 
Report  on  Truant  School,  and  discussion,  545 
Order  passed  for  enlargement  of  Eastern  Ave.,  551 
Order  passed  for  sale  of  steamer  Henry  Morrison,  554  ,  767 
Discussion  on  Truant  School  and  Small-pox  Hospital,  orders 

passed,  651 
Order  passed  respecting  amendments  of  statute,  715 
Public  Lands  — 

Annual  report  of  Superintendent,  16 

Boston  University,  release  of  conditions,  338,  425 

Order  passed  to  take  possession  of  Swett  St.  hospital  lot,  425 

Order  passed  for  deed  to  H.  R.  Plimpton,  468 

Cancellation  of  bond,  and  new  agreement  with  R.  G.  Day. 

ton  and  others,  483 
Forfeiture  of  land  7  Newbury  St.,  483 
Order  to  quit,  84  Village  St.,  483 
Two  deeds  to  J.  J.  McNult,  authorized,  551 
Estate  of  Alvin  G.  Barllctt  placed  in  charge  of  Committee, 

648 
Forfeiture  of  land  held  by  J.  E.  Billings,  726 
Public  Library  — 

Order  passed  to  print  proceedings  at  dedication  of  Dor- 
chester Branch,  26 
Report  accepted,  inexpedient  to  print  proceedings  at  dedica- 
tion of  Brighton  Branch,  79 
Order  of  inquiry  indefinitely  postponed,  462 
Resignation  of  D.  S.  Curtis  as  trustee,  462 
Communication  accepting  plans  for  gallery,  628 

Public  Parks  — 

Discussion,  119,  155 

Discussion,   and  amended  order  passed,  178;    live-minute 

rule  rescinded,  178 
Commissioners  nominated,  399 
Discussion  on  Commission,  428 

Order  passed  to  provide  office  with  furniture,  etc.,  472 
Order  passed  to  provide  means  for  clerical  services,  etc.,  472 
Discussion  on  appropriation  for  Park  Commissioners,  order 

rejected,  502;  reconsideration,  625 
Report  accepted  inexpedient  to  accept  offer  by  S.  B.  Morse, 

713 


Railroad  tracks  in  East  Boston  — 

Committee  appointed  to  confer,  653 

Record  Commission  — 

Discussion,  and  amended  order  passed,  282 
Report  and  ordinance  passed,  386 

Rewards-^ 

For  arrest  of  murderer  of  Mrs.  Bingham,  219,  290 

Rules  and  Orders  — 

Of  Common  Council  of  1874,  temporarily  adopted,  2 

Special  Committee  to  prepare  for  Common  Council,  2 

City  Council  of  1874,  temporarily  adopted,  2 

Pocket  edition  authorized,  3 

Of  Common    Council    for    1875,    discussed,    amended    and 

adopted, 17 
Joint  Rules  and  Orders  established,  23 
President  adjourns  Council  for  want  of  quorum,  238 
Order  passed  to  consider  alterations,  505;  report,  discussion, 
727;  amendments  passed,  749 

Rulings  — 

On  amendment  relating  to  Division  of  Wards,  613 
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Salaries  —  (See  also  Pay  of  Laborers,  also  Liquor  Licenses)  — 
Of  Fourth  Assistant  Solicitor  fixed  at  $2,500,  85 
Salary  Bill  passed,  85 

Order  paused  to  fix  salaries  of  Treasurer,  Auditor  and  Col- 
lector. 325 
Clerk  of  Committee-:,  $2,750  per  annum,  678 
Sampson,  Mr.,  Ward  10  —  remarks:  ou 
Widening  of  School  St.,  115 
Annual  Appropriations,  154 
Public  Park,  155 

System  of  keeping  City  Accounts,  197 
Appropriation  for  17th  June.  236 
Appropriation  for  Park  Commissioners,  502 
Division  of  Wards,  571 
House  offal.  692 
Deposits  of  City  Funds,  702 
Watering  streets,  727 
Schools  — 

Order  passed  for  furniture  and  repairs,  51 
Report  accepted  inexpedient  to  purchase  lot  adjoining  Chap- 
man School-house.  79 
Laboratory  authorized  for  Roxbury  High,  103 
Report  accepted,  inexpedient,  add'l  Primary-school  accom- 
modations, Bigelow  District,  115 
Gymnasium  authorized  for  Latin  School,  119 
Request  for  additional  appropriation.  161 

"        '•  Primary  school-house  at  City  Point,  161 
Report  and  order  for  transfer  of  appropriation,  referred  in 

non-concurrence,  174 
Request  for  Primary  accommodations  in  Brighton  District, 

referred,  175 
Auburn   Primary,  order  passed  for  additional  accommoda- 
tions, 258 
Warrenton  St..  for  Deaf  Mutes,  order  passed  to  furnish,  258 
Addition  to  Francis  Street  School-house,  281 
Order  passed  to  pay  bill  of  L.  Foster  Morse,  317 
Primary  School  corner  of  Main  and  Haverhill  Sts.,  Charles- 
town,  325 
Site  in  Dorchester-Everett  District,  354 
Report  accepted  inexpedient  to  fit  up  master's  room,  Adams 

School,  392 
Accommodations  in  Minot  School  District,  425 
Accommodation  for  Harvard  Grammar  School,  425 
Order  passed  for  lecture  loom  in  Bowditch  School,  427 
Report  and  discussion  on  East  Boston  High  School,  427,  463; 

discussion  and  substitute  order  adopted,  474 
Expediency  of  providing  Kindergarten  Schools,  459 
Discussion   on   Kindergarten    Schools,   non-concurrence    in 

accepting  report  inexpedient  to  establish.  469 
Report  inexpedient  to  furuish  schools  for  licensed  female 

minors,  not  accepted,  in  non-concurrence,  471 
Expediency  of  accommodations   for  drill  in  Charlestown 

High,  501 
School-house  on  Ashland  St.,  502 
Discussion  on  site  for  City  Point  School-house,  505 
Bath-house,  Cabot  St.,  for  evening  school,  505 
Pearl  St.,  order  passed  to  fence,  526 
Report  accepted,  inexpedient  on  more  land  for  Eliot  High, 

554 
Dorchester  Everett  District  accommodations,  554 
Andrew  District  accommodations,  565 
Report  accepted,  relating  to  special  instruction  in  Dwight 

District,  590 
Order  passed  relating  to  providing  place  for  truant  and  va- 
grant minors,  595 
Grading  lot  adjoining  Chapman  School-house,  612 
Order  passe  I  relative  to  sewing,  625 
Reports  on  Truant  Schools,  629 

Free  Evening  Drawing  School,  West  Roxbury  Dist.,  713 
Add'l  Primary  School,  Lowell  Dist.,  713 
"  "  "        Curtis  St.  Dist.,  713 

"  "  "        Comins  Dist.,  713 

Orders  passed  to  investigate   causes  of  fire  in   Rice   and 
Phillips  School-houses,  for  repairs  and  temporary  ac- 
commodations, 744,  767,  768;  report,  767 
Orders  passed  to  pay  for  rent  of  armory  and  to   furnish 

drill-room  for  Charlestown  High,  767 
References  to  next  School  Board,  767 
Indefinite  postponement,  City  Point  Site,  767 
Sewers  — 

Sewer  in  Mystic  Valley  —  see  Water. 

Change  in  mode  of  assessments,  77;  expediency  of  amending 
ordinance,  227;  report,  259;   recommitted  with  instruc- 
tions, 287,  2H9;  ordinance  passed.  429 
Order  to  construct  in  Fellowes  St.,  271 
Order  to  construct  in  East  Lenox  St.,  271 

Shaw,  Mr.,  Ward  5  —  remarks:  on 
Badges,  24,  27,  42,  77 
Printing  Charter  document,  28 
Washington's  Birthday.  40,  50 
Additional  Water  Supply.  55,  85 
Establishing  Fire  Marshal,  76 

Pay  of  laborers  in  employ  of  city,  106,  229,  488,  525,  542,  591 
Division  of  Wards,  109.  566,  612,  625 
Public  park,  121,  155,179 
Annual  appropriations,  154,  198 
System  of  keeping  City  Accounts,  196 
Courtesy  to  President  Grant,  199 


Establishing  Boston  Water  Board,  216,  328,  360 

Appropriation  for  17th  June.  234 

Petition  of  T.  A.  Splaine,  227 

.New  Vegetable  Market.  251,  271 

Committee  for  17th  June.  255,  271 

Commission  to  supervise  new  Water  Works,  259 

International  Typographical  Union.  276,  232 

Street  sweeping-machines,  275,  281,  324 

Record  Commission,  283 

Assessments  fur  construction  of  sewers.  237 

Tremont  Street  Mall,  21KI,  367.  337,  520 

Printing  Public.  Park  Bill,  290 

East  Boston  Murder,  291 

Permits  for  burials.  2)1 

Supplies  for  Public  Institutions,  301 

Fourth  of  July.  3u5,  311,  338,  352 

Offal  Shed.  Ward  15,  315,  325 

Contracts  for  Sudbury  Conduit,  316,  340 

Common  and  Public  Grounds,  343 

Election  of  Collector,  331 

Cily  Registrai's  Department,  390 

Swett  St.,  391,  405 

Enforcement  of  License  Law,  400 

Sewer  in  Mystic  Valley,  459.  483 

Engine-house  in  Ward  15,  462 

East  Bo.-ton  High  School,  464 

Vegetable  Market,  463 

Kindergarten  Schools,  470 

Voting-places  in  new  Wards,  488,  572 

Madison  Sq.,  502 

Appropriation  for  Park  Commissioners,  502,  525 

Employment  of  criminals,  522,  544 

Orchard  Park  and  Madison  Sq.,  524,  552 

Charles  Hulbcrt's  Estate,  540 

Truant  School,  545 

Licensing  plumbers,  618,  645 

City  Charter,  632,  6>0,  669,  695 

Truant  School  and  Small-pox  Hospital,  6 "3 

City  Architect,  668 

Deposits  of  City  Funds,  678 

House  offal,  691 

Yorktown  Memorial,  713,  730 

Soup  for  the  poor.  713,  726 

Rules  and  orders,  727,  750 

Watering  streets,  727 

Resolves  relating  to  tenure  of  office,  731 

Widening  South  St.,  747 

Claims  of  Standard  Laundry  Machine  Co.,  750 

Printing  Report  of  Sewerage  Commission,  751 

Swett  St.  R.li.  Grade,  768 

Sibley,  Mr.,  Ward  20  —  remarks  :  ou 

The  Appropriation  Bill,  198 

Establishing  Boston  Water  Board,  214 

Appropriation  for  17th  June,  234 

Salaries  of  License  Commissioners,  252 

Committee  for  17th  June,  256 

Commission  to  supervise  new  Water  Works,  260 

Offal  Shed,  Ward  15.  315 

Street  sweeping-machines,  324 

City  Charter,  076 

Widening  South  St.,  747 
Sinking  Kunds  — 

Semi-annual  reports  of  Commissioners,  26,  486 
Soup  for  the  poor  — 

Order  passed  for  additional  supply.  140 

Order  passed,  713;  concurrence  in  amendment,  726 
Sprague,  Mr.,  Ward  4  —  remarks  :  on 

Rules  and  orders  of  Common  Council,  17,  727 

Joint  Rules  and  Orders  of  Cily  Council,  23 

Establishing  Boston  Water  Board,  217 

Tremont  St.  Mall,  289,  3tiS,  388,  520 

Employment  of  criminals,  544 
Stacey,  Mr  ,  Ward  21  —  remarks  :  on 

Establishing  Boston  Water  Board,  175,  212 

Sewer  in  Mystic  Valley,  460,  486 
Streets  — 

Annual  report  of  Commissioners,  16 

Ordinance  reported  to  protect  sidewalks  from  ice,  57; 
passed,  80 

Com.  from  Street  Commissioners,  on  widening  School  St., 
referred,  with  amendment,  103;  discussion,  115 

Order  passed  to  consider  expediency  of  amending  ordinance 
relating  to  snow  and  ice,  115 

Columbus  Ave.  Extension,  report  on  final  settlement  of 
damages,  105 

Street  sweeping-machines,  discussion.  275,  281;  recommittal, 
281;  report,  discussion,  and  order  passed,  324 

Report  and  ordinance  relating  to  care  of  sidewalks  in  front 
of  tenement  houses,  380.  399 

Order  to  pay  Boston  Water  Power  Co.  recommitted,  425 

Swett  Street  —  Order  passed  to  provide  means,  39;  discus- 
sion on  order  for  loans,  78,  8<i;  order  pa-sod  to  procure 
opinion  of  City  Solicitor,  88;  report  of  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee, and  Solicitor's  opinion  on  city's  liability,  105 

discussion  and  order  passed  to  delay  construction,  106 

discus>ion  on  Swett  Street  Loan,  107 

discussion  on  extension.  118 

discussion,  and  amended  order  passed,  141 
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notice  of  indefinite  postponement  of  order  to  stay  pro- 
ceedings, 153 

reports  and  discussion,  391 

discussion,  and  order  passed  rescinding  restrictions.  402 

contract  for  construction  authorized,  428;  order  indefi- 
nitely postponed.  428 

order  passed  for  temporary  tracks.  459 

report  on  raising  ll.R. grade,  701 ;  amended  order  passed, 

72i;  leport,  750;  discussion  and  order  passed,  727 
West  Chester  Park  Street  —  plans,  etc.,  for  bridges.  287 
Oliver  Street  —  order  passed  in  relation  to  certain   estates, 

353 
Pearl  Street  —  order  passed  to  widen,  425 
Terrace  St.,  resolve  and  order  for  laying  out,  504 

order  passed  for  laying  out.  541 

North  Market  St..  order  for  urinal  rescinded,  505 
Payment  of  $266,118.90,  to  N.  C.  Munson  or  assigns,  519 
Order  passed  to  purchase  estate  of  K.  P.  liobinson,  542 
South  St.,  resolve  and  order  for  widening.  553:  discussion 

on  widening,  728;   discussion  and  order   rejected,  746; 

reconsideration,  reference  to  nest  City  Council,  769 
Order  passed  to  petition  for  widening  School  St.,  614 
Order  passed  relating  to  driving  cattle,  648 
Mill  St.  — report  on  widening,  732;  order  passed  to  purchase 

mill  of  Franklin  King,  750 
Suffolk-Street  District  — 

Order  passed  authorizing  Committee  on  Northampton  Street 

District  to  settle  outstanding  business,  39 
Report  on  unfinished  business.  284 
Order  passed  to  pay  $23,000  to  Phinens  E.  Gay,  313 
Order  for  payment  to  Phineas  E.  Gay  indefinitely  postponed, 

339;  reconsidered  and  passed,  427 
Swcetser,  Mr.,  Ward  10  —  remarks:  on 
Additional  Water  Supply,  52 
Pay  of  laborers  in  employ  of  city,  107,  228 
Commission  to  supervise  new  Water  Works,  260 
Board  of  Education,  274 
Water  Board.  327 

Contracts  for  Sudbury  Hiver  Conduit,  340 
Sewer  in  Mystic  Valley,  426 
East  Boston  High  School,  427 
Sewer  in  Myr-tic  Valley,  4^3 
Division  of  Wards.  555,  571 
Licensing  Plumbers,  744 

Funeral  expenses  Vice-Pres.  Wilson,  726,  751 
Paying  Deputy  Collectors,  769 
Taxes  — 

Report  accepted,  no  authority  to  refund  to  Appleton  tem- 
porary Home,  39 
Order  passed  to  pay  tax  on  estate  of  David  Sears,  51 
Orders  passed  laying  tax  for  1875-6,  153 
Report  and  order  passed  to  refund  taxes  to  Trinity  Church, 

477.  483 
Collector  to  receive  certain  deposits.  540 
Discussion  on,  and  order  passed  relating  to  Charles  Hul- 

bert's  Estate,  540 
Taxes  on  estate  of  J.  H.  Billings  assessed,  619 
Thacher,  Mr.,  Ward  16  —  remarks:  on 
Annual  appropriations,  154 
Convict  labor  at  House  of  Correction,  176 
Reward  for  arrest  of  murderer  of  Mrs.  Bingham,  219,  290 
Commission  to  supervise  new  Water  Works.  260 
Sewing-machines  at  House  of  Correction,  305 
Water  Board,  3tt0 
City  Registrar's  Department,  366 
Personal  explanation.  391 
Engine-house,  Ward  15,  462 
Terrace  St.,  541 
Truant  School.  545 
Division  of  Wards,  557,  630 
Licensing  Plumbers,  614,  744 
Truant  School  and  Small-pox  Hospital,  651 
Transportation  of  Voters,  715 
Claims  of  Standard  Laundry  Machine  Co.,  750 
Printing  Report  Sewerage  Commission,  751 
Paying  Deputy  Collectors.  763 

Train,  Mr.,  Ward  13  — remarks:  on 
Badges,  77 

Swett  Street  Extension,  78.  88,  106,  142,  391,  403 
Redivision  of  Wards,  90,  570 
Annual  Appropriations,  154 
Convict  labor  at  House  of  Correction.  176 
System  of  keeping  City  Accounts,  197 
Vegetable  Market.  273 
Supplies  for  Public  Institutions,  239 
Fourth  of  July,  338.  352 
Offal  Shed,  Ward  15,  316 
Street  sweeping-machines,  324 
Fence  on  Common,  3S8 
Park  Commission,  42S 
Voting-places  in  new  Wards,  487 
Appropriation  for  Park  Commissioners,  502 
Work  for  the  unemployed.  505 
Charles  Hulbert's  Estate,  540 
Employment  of  Criminals,  543 
Truant  School.  545 
Orchard  Park  and  Madison  Sq.,  552 
Pay  of  laborers  in  city  employ,  591 


House  offal,  648.  691 

City  Charier,  671 

Swett  St.  R.  R.  Grade,  768 
Treasury  Department  — 

Death  of  Frederic  U.  Tracy,  12 

Selection  of  candidate  for  City  Treasurer  referred,  12 

.Notice  of  appointment  of  Charles  H.  Dennie,  Treasurer  pro 
(cm,.,  received  and  placed  on  file,  12 

Order  passed  for  examination  of  late  Treasurer's  accounts, 
16 

Order  passed  for  petition  relative  to  Assistant  Treasurer,  39 

Salary  of  late  Treasurer  continued  to  July  1,  to  widow,  76 

Act  concerning  Treasurer  and  Collector  accepted,  281 

Accounts  for  financial  year  referred,  299 

Ordinances  passed,  360 

Report  on  Treasurer's  accounts  accepted,  359 

Election  of  Treasurer,  381 

Discussion  and  election  of  Collector,  381.  3S3,  399 

Order  passed  to  furnish  additional  safe,  472 

Report  on  unpaid  Taxes  accepted,  565 

Salaries  of  Deputy  Collectors,  ;' 65 

Discussion  on  deposits  of  City  Funds,  678;  discussion,  sub- 
stitute order  passed,  702 

Order  passed  to  pay  Deputy  Collectors,  769 
Trull,  Mr  ,  Ward  20  —  remarks:  on 

Armory  in  Ward  16,  138 

Seventeenth  of  June,  271 

Unfinished  Business  — 

Of  last  year,  referred  to  joint  standing  committees,  3 
Referred  to  next  City  Council:  — 

Report  on  High-Service  Water  Supply,  714. 

Report  on  alteration  in  Public  Library,  713 

City  Charter,  731 

Loan  for  Mystic  Valley  Sewer,  732 

Appointments  to  Mystic  Water  Board,  744 

Homoeopathic  Hospital  treatment,  767 

Widening  South  St  ,  769 

Transfer  of  City  Registrar  to  Board  of  Health,  769 

Unfinished  business  of  Joint  Committees,  769 

Vacation  — 

Adjournment  to  first  Tuesday  in  September,  429 
Votes  of  Thanks  — 

To  City  Council  by  Thomas  G.  Stephenson  Post  G\  A.  R., 

324 
To  Gen.  F.  A.  Osborn,  Brevet  Major-Gen.  Richard  Arnold, 

etc.,  June  17th,  359 
To  Rev.  James  Freeman  Clarke  for  oration,  July  5,  399 

Wadsworth,  Mr.,  Ward  4  —  remarks  :  on 

Official  report,  369 
Walsh,  Mr  ,  Ward  5 —  remarks:  on 

Pay  of  laborers,  526,  590,  654 
Wards,  Hivision  of — see  Census. 
Washington's  Birthday  — 

Order  for  celebrating  discussed  and  passed,  40 

Discussion  on,  and  amended  order  passed,  50 
Water  — 

Report  recommending  granting  $1,530,000,  accepted,  and  re- 
ferred to  Finance  Committee,  2$ 

Discussion  on  additional  supply,  51 

Order  relating  to  union  of  Cochituate  and  Mystic  Water 
Boards  amended  and  referred,  76;  report  and  order 
passed  to  petition  for  act  empowering  Boston  Water 
Board  to  act  as  agent  of  city,  91 

Orders  passed  for  appropriating  $1,530,000,  78 

Report  on  ordinance  to  establish  Boston  Water  Board,  161 ; 
discussed,  175,  212 

Contracts  authorized  for  building  aqueduct  and  constructing 
reservoirs,  199 

Discussion  on  Boston  Water  Board,  and  ordinance  rejected, 
230;  reconsideration  refused,  258;  altered  and  referred, 
275:  reports,  285;  discussion  and  ordinance-  passed,  327  ; 
adherence.  338,  353,  359;  conference  report,  400 

Order  relating  to  commission  to  supervise  new  works  dis- 
cussed 259 :  referred,  275 

Order  passed  relating  to  High  Service,  276 

Annual  report  authorized  in  print.  287 

Acts  relating  to  Mystic  sewer  and  storage  referred  to  Mystic 
Board,  299 

Act  to  preserve  purity  of  Lake  Cochituate  referred  to  Water 
Board,  311 

Wards  17  and  19,  report  and  order  passed,  314 

Order  passed  relative  to  electing  Mystic  Water  Board,  316 

Discussion  on  contracts  for  Sudbury  Conduit,  and  reference, 
316 

Resignation  of  Thomas  Gogin,  324 

Report  accepted,  inexpedient  on  Sudbury  Conduit  bond, 
327  ;  reconsideration  refused,  340 

Report  of  Mystic  Water  Board  on  storage  basin,  etc.,  re- 
ferred, 370;  report,  and  acts  accepted,  3v>9 

Report  accepted,  no  action  necessary  to  purify  Lake  Cochitu- 
ate. 429 

Sewer  in  Mystic  Valley,  discussion  and  reference,  426,  459 

Discussion  and  order  authorizing  construction  passed,  484 

Order  authorizing  loan  rejected,  486 
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Reconsideration,  502 

Collector's  accounts  for  supply  to  East  Boston,  551 

Report  and  order  passed,  on  vacancies  in  Mystic  Water 
Board,  573 

Order  passed  authorizing  construction  of  Conduit,  etc.,  by 
days'  labor,  etc.,  590 

Contract  between  Boston  and  Charlestown  annulled,  590 

Order  relating  to  licensing  Plumbers  laid  on  the  table,  590 

Order  passed  to  lay  pipe  across  Mystic  River,  612 

Discussion  on  regulating  Water  Fixtures  and  licensing 
Plumbers,  amended  order  passed,  614 

Report  authorized  in  print  on  high-service  system,  654 

Communication  from  Water  Board,  and  report  of  City  Engi- 
neer on  High-Serviee  Water  Supply,  referred  to  next 
City  Council,  714 

Reports  on  sundry  requests  of  Water  Board,  715 

$50,000  authoiized  for  pipes,  726 

Discussion  on  licensing  Plumbeis  and  recommittal,  744 

Order  passed  to  petition  for  protection  of  supply,  767 

Com.  to  report  ordinance  to  regulate  water  fixtures,  767 

$160,000  for  pipes  in  Brighton  and  West  Roxbury,  766 
Whitmore,  Mr.,  Ward  4  —  remarks :  on 

Badges,  27 

Printing  Charter  document,  28 

Washington's  Birthday,  40,  50 

Redivision  of  Wards.  79,  88,  108,  115,  554,  565,  625,  630 

Widening  of  School  Street,  115 

Annual  Appropriations,  154 

Convict  labor  at  House  of  Correction,  175 

Establishing  Boston  Water  Board,  214,  360 

Appropriation  for  17th  June,  235 

Committee  for  17th  June,  256 

Vegetable  Market,  272 

Board  of  Education.  274 

Permits  for  burials,  277.  291 

Record  Commission,  282 

Supplies  for  Public  Institutions.  299 

Fourth  of  July,  305,  338 

Sewing-machines  at  House  of  Correction,  305 

City  Registrar's  Department,  361,  389 

Official  Report,  369 

Fence  on  Common,  386 

Park  Commission,  428 

East  Boston  High  School,  464,  474 

Kindergarten  Schools,  470 

Voting-places  in  new  Wards,  487 

Inmates  of  House  of  Reformation,  489,  504 

Pay  of  laborers  in  Paving  Department,  488 

Bill  for  taking  Census,  540 

Employment  of  Criminals.  521,  543 

City  Charter,  632,  649,  671,  699 

City  Architect,  668 

House  offal,  692 

Yorktown  Memorial,  713 

Rules  and  Orders.  727 

Resolves  relating  to  tenure  of  office,  731 


Wilbur,  Mr.,  Ward  13  —  remarks:  on 
Fourth  of  July,  305,  311 
Street  sweeping-machines,  324 
Water  Board,  360 
Fence  on  Common,  386 
Madison  Sq.,  501 

Orchard  Park  and  Madison  Sq.,  523,  651 
City  A  rchitect,  668 
Cily  Charter,  677 
House  offal,  692 
Licensing  Plumbers,  745 

Willcutt.  Mr.,  Ward  17  —  remarks :  on 
Badges,  77 

Pay  of  laborers  in  city  employ,  230,  251 
Fourth  of  July,  313 
Offal  Shed,  Ward  15.  315 
Fence  on  Common,  368 
Vegetable  Market,  407 
Division  of  Wards,  571 
Swett  St.  R.  R.  Grade,  768 

Wilson,  Mr.,  Ward  12  —  remarks:  on 
Rules  and  Orders,  17 
Additional  Water  Supply,  51 
Badges,  77 

Division  of  Wards,  100,  555,  567,  626 
Swett  St.  Extension,  118,  141,  403 
Armory  in  Ward  16,  138 

Establishing  Boston  Water  Board,  216,  233,  323,  359 
Salaries  of  License  Commissioners,  254 
Committee  for  17th  June,  257 
Commission  to  supervise  new  Water  Works,  260 
Record  Commission,  283 
Assessments  for  construction  of  sewers,  288 
Fourth  of  July.  305,  352 
Offal  Shed,  Ward  15,  315 
Contracts  for  Sudbury  River  Conduit,  340 
City  Registrar's  Department,  364,  390 
Sewer  in  Mystic  Valley.  459,  483 
Kindergarten  Schools,  471 
East  Boston  High  School,  476 
Licensing  Plumbers,  616 
City  Charter,  676 
House  offal,  694 

Yorktown  Memorial  —  see  Mayor 
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Resolutions  of  thanks  to  President,  769 

Remarks  by  Mr.  Brackett,  769 

Response  of  President,  770 

Request  for  a  copy  of  President's  address,  771 

Adjournment  sine  die,  771 


CITY      GOVERNMENT, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Organization   of    the    G-overnment, 

JANUARY   4,    1875. 


The  organization  of  the  City  Government  took 
place  today,. 

IN  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

The  members-elect  were  called  to  order  at 
ten  o'clock  A.  M.  by  the  City  Clerk,  Samuel  F. 
McCleary.  The  Mayor-elect,  Hon.  Samuel  Crocker 
Cobb,  entered  the  chamber  and  assumed  the 
chair,  accompanied  by  Rev.  George  Putnam,  D.  D., 
and  Hon.  Horace  Gray,  Chief  Justice  of  the  Su- 
preme Judicial  Court. 

Mr.  Long,  member  of  the  Common  Council 
from  Ward  1,  delivered  a  message  from  that  body 
announcing  that  a  quorum  was  present  and  ready 
to  proceed  with  the  business  of  organization. 

The  Mayor  and  Aldermen  elect  proceeded  to  the 
Common  Council  Chamber,  in  charge  of 
City  Messenger  Peters  and  accompanied  by 
Justice  Gray  and  King  Kalakaua. 

IN  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

The  members  elect  of  the  Common  Council  were 
called  to  order  at  ten  o'clock  A..  M.,  by  Mr.  N.  M. 
Morrison  of  Ward  9,  the  senior  member,  who 
said  he  would  make  no  remaiks,  but  would  rec- 
ommend that  they  proceed  at  once  to  business. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  the 
certificates  of  members  were  collected  by  a  com- 
mittee of  three  appointed  by  the  Chair,  viz. :  Messrs. 
Thacher  of  Ward  15,  Burditt  of  Ward  16,  and  Caw- 
ley  of  Ward  2. 

They  reported  that  they  had  collected  04  certifi- 
cates and  that  a  quorum  was  present. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

On  motion  the  Chair  appointed  Mr.  Long 
of  Ward  8  a  committee  to  convey  a  message  to 
the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  elect  that  a  quorum  of 
the  Common  Council  is  present  and  ready  to  pro- 
ceed to  business,  and  requesting  that  the  Mayor 
and  Aldermen  would  forthwith  attend  for  the  pur- 
pose of  qualifying  the  members. 

Mr.  Long  attended  to  that  duty  and  reported 
that  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  would  soon  be  in 
attendance. 

IN  JOINT  CONVENTION. 

The  Mayor  and  Aldermen  elect  entered  the 
.  Council  Chamber,  and  assumed  their  respective 
positions. 

Rev.  Dr.  Putnam  offered  prayer,  and  Chief 
Justice  Gray  administered  the  usual  oaths  of  office 
to  Hon.  Samuel  C.  Cobb,  the  Mayor  elect. 

The  names  of  the  Aldermen  elect  and  Common 
Councilmen  elect  were  severally  called  by  the 
City  Clerk,  and  the  oaths  of  office  were  admin- 
istered to  them  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor. 

The  address  of  the  Mayor  was  then  delivered, 
and  at  its  conclusion  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  re- 
tired to  their  chamber. 

IN  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

On  returning  from  the  joint  convention,  the 
Mayor  in  the  chair,  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  chairman.  It  ap- 
peared that  John  T.  Clark  had  received  10  votes, 
and  he  was  declared  elected. 
Alderman  Clark  took  the  chay-  and  said- 
Gentlemen  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen— I  am 
deeply  sensible  of  the  honor  which  you  have  con- 
ferred in  electing  me  your  Chairman  for  the  ensu- 
ing year.  For  this  mark  of  your  confidence  and 
respect  I  tender  to  you  my  sincere  thanks.  In  ac- 
cepting the  position,  I  do  so  well  knowing  the  re- 
sponsibilities it  involves,  and  that  without  your 
generous  support  and  forbearance  it  would  be  im- 
possible for  me  to  administer  its  duties  acceptably 
to  you  or  with  credit  r.o  myself. 

Relying,  therefore,  with  confidence  upon  you 
and  your  sympathy,  it  will  be  my  endeavor  to  per- 
form the  work  which  you  have  assigned  me  hon- 
estly, impartially  and  according  to  the  best  of  my 
ability.  The  labors  of  the  Board,  always  arduous, 
will  be  none  the  less  so  during  the  year  upon  which 
we  have  entered. 

Matters  of  the  highest  importance   concerning 
thejpresent   and   future    welfare  of   the  city  will 
come  before  us  and  will  require  patient   and  care 
ful  consideration. 

Among  the  first  and  one  of  the  most  important 
subjects  which  will  claim  our  attention   will  be 


that  of  the  "new  city  charter,"  which  has  been 
prepared  with  great  care  by  an  able  and  compe- 
tent commission,  and  which,  if  adopted,  will 
doubtless  remove  many  existing  evils  and  prepare 
the  way  for  such  changes  in  the  administration  of 
the  affairs  of  the  city  as  the  interests  of  the  peo- 
ple require'. 

Boston  to  a  certain  but  perhaps  less  extent 
shares  in  the  general  dulness  of  business  which 
prevails  in  all  of  the  business  cities  of  the  coun- 
try, and  it  is  our  duty,  and  I  have  no  doubt  it  will 
be  our  desire,  to  economize  in  every  respect, 
where  economy  now  will  not  prove  to  be  extrava- 

fance  in  the  future,  and  by  so  doing  reduce,  as 
ar  as  is  possible,  the  present  high  rate  of  taxa- 
tion. 

Gentlemen,  I  think  I  may  safely  say  that  we 
have  accepted  the  position  which  we  occupy,  un- 
derstanding its  labors  and  responsibilities,  and 
with  an  honest  desire  to  advance  the  welfare  and 
prosperity  of  Boston,  and  to  serve  faithfully  those 
who  have  committed  their  great  trust  to  our  care. 

\rich  a  firm  reliance  upon  God,  from  whom 
cometh  all  our  help,  we  enter  upon  our  labors, 
and  trust  that  they  may  not  be  in  vaiD.  Thank- 
ing you  again,  gentlemen,  and  wishing  you  all  a 
pleasant  and  happy  New  Year,  I  await  your  pleas- 
ure. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy  a  message 
was  sent  to  the  Common  Council  that  the  Board 
was  organized,  and  a  recess  of  ten  minutes  was 
taken,  at  the  expiration  of  which  a  message  was 
received  from  the  Common  Council  that  they  had 
organized,  and  were  ready  to  proceed  to  business. 

Alderman  Clark  offered  the  following : 

Ordeieo,  That  the  draft  of  the  new  city  charter, 
with  the  report  of  the  commissioners  thereon,  be 
referred  to  a  joint  special  committee  consisting  of 
three  members  of  this  Board,  with  such  as  the 
Common  Council  may  join,  and  that  said  commit- 
tee be  requested  to  report  as  early  as  practicable. 

Read  twice  and  passed,  and  Aldermen  Clark, 
Quincy  and  O'Brien  appointed.    Sent  down. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,    That   Aldermen ,  with 

such  as  the  Common  Council  may  join,  be  a 
committee  to  consider  and  report  what  disposi- 
tion should  be  made  of  the  several  topics  in  the 
Mayor's  inaugural  address. 

Passed,  and  Aldermen  Stebbins  and  Viles  ap- 
pointed said  committee.    Sent  down. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott,  a  message 
was  sent  to  the  Common  Council  proposing  a 
joint  convention  for  the  choice  of  City  Clerk. 
Subsequently  a  message  was  received  that  the 
Council  had  concerred,  and  the  Board  proceeded 
to  the  Council  chamber. 

IN  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Morrison  resumed  the  chair  of  the  Common 
Council  on  the  dissolutton  of  the  joint  conven- 
tion, and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Willcutt  of  Ward 
17,  a  ballot  for  President  was  ordered,  Messrs. 
Willcutt  of  Ward  17,  Goldthwait  of  Ward  11 
and  Cawley  of  Ward  2  being  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  collect  and  count  votes.  They  re- 
ported as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 71 

Necessary  to  a  choice 3(i 

Halsey  J.  Boardman  of  Ward  14 70 

John  Q.  A.  Brackett  of  Ward  10 1 

And  Mr.  Boardman  was  declared  elected. 

Messrs.  Brackett  of  Ward  10  and  Wilson  of 
Ward  12  were  appointed  a  committee  to  con- 
duct the  President  to  the  chair. 
On  taking  the  chair  President  Boardman  said — 
Gentlemen  of  the  Common  Council — For  the 
honor  you  have  conferred  in  electing  me  to  pre- 
side over  your  deliberations  for  the  ensuing  year, 
you  will  accept  my  profound  acknowledgments. 
To  designate  me  as  your  presiding  officer,  when 
there  are  so  many  of  your  number  certainly  not  less 
capable,  is  a  compliment  I  cannot  fail  to  appreci- 
ate. In  accepting  I  am  not  unminaful  of  either 
the  responsibility  or  the  difficulties  of  the  position, 
and  I  appea*  to  you  now  as  I  always  shad  during 
my  term  of  office,  for  your  support,  your  coopera- 
tion and  your  forbearance.  I  regret  I  cannot 
promise  that  I  will  neither  commit  errors  nor 
make  mistakes,  but  I  pledge  to  you  honesty  of 
purpose,  sincerity  of  effort  and  impartiality  of 
action  in  the  discharge  of  all  duties  that  may  de- 
volve upon  me  here.  The  custom  which  prevails 
in  most  wards  of  our  city  of  enforcing  rotation  in 
the  election  of  members  of  the  Council,  com- 
bined with  other  causes,  has  deprived  us  of  the 
valuable    aid    of    a    large    number    who    were 
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members  during  the  past  year.  Yet  it  is 
a  matter  of  congratulation  that  so  many  of 
the  incoming  and  new  members,  either  from 
previous  experience  here  or  from  ripe  business 
training,  are  admirably  fitted  to  All  the  vacancies 
thus  created.  Not  the  least  difficult  and  delicate 
duty— a  duty  incumbent  upon  me  at  the  outset  of 
•official  life— is  the  appointment  of  committees  up- 
on the  various  subjects  within  the  domain  of  the 
Council.  In  the  ever  widening  range  of  questions 
arising  here,  the  absolute  necessity  of  intelligent 
and  conscientious  committee  work  is  cleaily  ap- 
parent. In  the  committee  room  are  all  the  issues 
affecting  the  welfare  of  the  city  within  your  prov- 
ince substantiflly  devoloped.  When  a  matter  re- 
ceives the  approval  of  its  appropriate  committee, 
the  ratification  of  this  Council,  with  rare 
exceptions,  is  a  logical  sequence.  The  reason  for 
such  a  course  is  obvious.  The  larger  portion,  if 
not  all,  tne  members  of  this  assembly  are  engaged 
in  individual  and  personal  occupations.  They 
•can  surrender  only  a  moiety  of  their  time  to  at- 
tention to  the  interests  of  the  city.  Even  if  this 
were  not  true,  no  individual  could  become  thor- 
oughly conversant  with  the  details  of  all  subjects 
that  are  presented  here  for  action,  since  they  are 
multitudinous  in  number  and  often  complex  in 
character.  The  suggestion  is  old,  but  important, 
that  tne  various  committees  should  realize  their 
responsibility,  in  this  regard,  and  that  no  report 
should  ever  be  submitted  until  its  subject-matter 
has  been  fully  investigated  by  each  mem- 
ber of  such  committee,  so  that  not  oidy 
shall  the  conclusion  reached  be  certain  and  defi- 
nite, but  complete  information  can  be  furnished 
to  the  Council  when  desired.  While  each  suc- 
ceeding year  imposes  additional  labor  upon  this 
assembly,  commensurate  with  the  growth  of  our 
city,  yet  the  one  before  u^,  in  prospective  busi- 
ness, has  been  rarely  paralleled.  Two  subjects  of 
momentous  interest  will  claim  your  early  atten- 
tion—the draf  of  the  new  city  charter  and 
the  water  question,  transmitted  to  you  in  only 
a  partially  solved  condition.  Both  demand  and 
should  receive  the  prompt  and  careful  consider- 
ation to  which  their  great  importance  entitles 
them.  Though  the  future,  to  the  thought- 
ful mind,  is  radiant  with  promise,  yet  it  is 
an  unwelcome  fact  that  the  immediate  outlook 
from  the  opening  of  the  current  year  is  not  so 
cheering  or  hopeful  as  in  many  years  that  are 
past.  Trade  is  depressed,  taxation  is  burden- 
some almost  without  precedent,  stagnation  per- 
vades many  great  enterprises,  labor  seeks  in  vain 
for  employment,  and  hunger  and  want  are  in  our 
midst.  Surely,  neyer  before  was  a  wise  and  judi- 
cious management  of  public  affairs  more  desir- 
able ;  never  before  were  retrenchment  and 
economy,  so  far  as  consistent  with  our  highest 
interests,  more  loudly  called  for.  The  year 
upon  whose  threshold  we  now  stand  is 
memorable — memorable  as  the  one  hundredth 
anniversary  of  our  national  life,  and  our  thoughts 
naturally  wander  back  and  awaken  memories  of 
the  founders  of  the  republic — men  famous  in  pro- 
claiming sound  principles  of  government  and 
equality,  famous  for  sturdy  and  uncompromising 
adherence  to  those  principles,  so  that  under  their 
benign  influence  moral  greatness  has  been  sup- 
plemented by  material  greatness,  and  every  citi- 
zen of  this  country  in  every  quarter  of  the" globe 
can  proudly  say,  "  I  am  an  American."  And 
the  important  part  that  this  city  bore  in 
the  achievement  of  national  existence— the 
statesmen  and  heroes  she  so  freely,  nay 
lavishly  lent  to  her  country  —  enables  every 
citizen  of  ours  to  say  with  not  unequal  pride, 
"I  am  a  Bostonian."  But  it  is  not  enough  to  be 
heirs  of  a  glorious  past  to  fully  secure  this  result. 
The  pi-esent  must  be  guarded  with  sleepless 
and  never-wearying  vigilance.  And  to  this  end 
the  government  ot  this  city  should  be  one  in  the 
present  and  future,  as  in  the  past,  that  shall  com 
mand  confidence  and  respect — that  shall  combine 
high  moral  purpose  and  conception  with  wisdom 
and  foresight  and  action— that  shall  not  be  so 
exclusive  but  that  all  its  citizens  can  afford  to  re- 
main such  and  be  enriched  by  its  benefits  and 
share  in  its  historic  renown.  Gentlemen,  to  the 
advancement  of  all  the  interests  of  this  great  mu- 
nicipality I  invoke  with  confidence  your  pure 
motives  and  your  best  energies. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5,  a  ballot  for 
Clerk  was  ordered,  Messrs.  Noyes,  Cawley,  Cush- 
ing,  Kimball  and  Moley  being  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  collect  and  count  votes,  and  they  re- 
ported as  follows : 


Whole  number  of  votes  cast 72 

Necessary  to  a  choice 37 

Washington  P.  Gregg 72 

And  Mr.  Gregg  was  declared  elected,  and  the  oaths 
of  office  were  administed  by  John  P.  Healy,  City 
Solicitor. 

On  motion,  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  was  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  convey  a  message  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  and  inform  that  body  of  the 
organization  of  the  Council,  which  duty  he  per- 
formed. 

A  certificate  was  received  from  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  that  they  had  organized  and  elected 
John  T.  Clark  Chairman.    Placed  on  file. 

The  Mayor  and  Aldermen  entered  the  chamber, 
and  a  joint  convention  was  held. 

IN  JOINT  CONVENTION. 

The  Mayor  presided  and  the  convention  pro- 
ceeded to  ballot  for  a  City  Clerk,  Alderman 
Power  and  Councilmen  Bracket t  of  Ward  10  and 
Train  of  Ward  13  being  appointed  a  committee  to 
collect  and  count  votes.  They  reported  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 85 

Necessary  to  a  choice 43 

Samuel  F.  McCleary 83 

James  M.  Bugbee 2 

And  Mr.  McCleary  was  declared  elected. 

The  oath  of  office  was  administered  to  Mr.  Mc- 
Cleary by  the  Mayor,  and  the  convention  dis- 
solved. 

IN  BOARD  OF  ALDEKMEN. 

On  motion,  it  was  ordered  that  Aldermen  Har- 
ris and  Pope  be  a  special  committee  to  examine 
the  rules  and  orders  of  1874  and  report  what  altera- 
tions are  required. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  several  heads  of  departments 
and  Board  of  Direction  in  the  several  branches  of 
the  City  Government  be  authorized  to  submit 
their  annual  reports  in  print  under  the  direction 
of  the  Superinteneent  of  Printing. 

Passed  and  sent  down. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington,  Monday, 
at  4  P.  M.,  was  fixed  as  the  time  for  the  regular 
weekly  meetings  of  the  Board. 

Alderman  Quincy  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  that  the  members  of  this  Board,  with 
one  member  of  the  Common  Council  from  each 
ward,  be  a  committee  to  determine  and  pay  the 
allowances  of  State  aid  to  "families  of  disabled 
soldiers  and  the  families  of  the  slain,"  pursuant 
to  the  several  acts  of  this  Commonwealth ;  and 
that  said  committee  have  power  to  employ  a  pay- 
master and  such  clerical  assistance  as  may  be 
required  for  this  purpose. 

Passed  and  sent  down. 

On  motion  a,  special  committee  consisting  of 
Alderman  Power  and  Prescott,  with  such  as  the 
Council  may  join,  to  prepare  joint  rules  and  or- 
ders.   Sent  down. 

Adjourned   to  Thursday   next  at    four  o'clock 

r.  m. 

IN  COMMON  COUNCIL 

It  was  ordered, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  That 
Thursday  next  at  8%  P.  M.be  assigned  as  the  time 
for  the  election  of  Standing  Committee  on  Ac- 
counts, and  Messrs.  Sibley  of  Ward  20,  Morrison 
of  Ward  9  and  Kingsbury  of  Ward  15  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  nominate  candidates. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— Messrs.  Page 
of  Ward  9,  Parker  of  Ward  14,  Wadsworth  of 
Ward  4,  Devereux  of  Wi<rd  22  and  Felt  of  Ward 
11,  were  appointed  the  Standing  Committee  of  the 
Council  otv  Elections. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6— That 
Thursday  rext  at  8  P.  M.,  be  assigned  as  the  time 
for  the  election  on  the  part  of  the  Council 
of  a  Standing  Committee  on  Finance,  and 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16,  Messrs. 
Perkins  of  Ward  16,  Walbridge  of  Ward  12,  and 
Woods  of  Ward  8,  Goldthwait  of  Ward  11,  and 
Collins  of  Ward  2,  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
make  nominations. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Beal  of  Ward  16— That  the 
rules  and  orders  of  the  Common  Council  of  1874  be 
adopted  for  the  government  of  this  Council  until 
otherwise  ordered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20— That 
Messrs.  Sibley  of  Ward  20,  Sprague  of  Ward  4, 
and  Train  of  Ward  13,  be  appointed  a  committee 
to  prenare  rules  and  orders  fo*  the  Common 
Council  of  1875. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16— That  the 
joint  rules  and  orders  of  the  City  Council  of  1874 
be  adopted  as  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  City 
Council  of  1875.    Sent  up. 


CITY       GOVERNMENT 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Long  of  Ward  8,  that  Thurs- 
day, at  7y2  o'clock  P.  M.,  be  the  time  of  the  meot- 
ing  of  the  Council  until  otherwise  ordered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sweetse-  of  Ward  10— That  his 
honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  f urniih  a  copy 
of  his  address,  that  the  same  may  be  printed. 
Sent  up. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Day  of  Ward  1,  That  the  sev- 
eral joint  standing  committees  be  directed  to  re- 
sume the  unfinished  business  of  the  year,  appro- 
priate to  such  committees,  and  all  such  business 
be  hereby  referred  accordingly.    Sent  up. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1— That  the 
Municipal  Register  be  piinted  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Joint  Committee  on  Rules  and  Orders, 
who  may  employ  such  assistance  as  may  be 
deemed  advisable ;  and  that  they  also  prepare  a 
pocket  edition  for  the  use  of  the  members.  Sent 
up. 

Mr.  Duggan  of  Ward  5  offered  an  order  that  the 
Clerk  prepare  and  cause  to  be  printed  a  transcript 
of  the  journal  of  the  Councd  for  the  current  mu- 
nicipal year. 

Mr.  Crocker  suggested  that  the  full  proceedings 
are  published  in  the  Evening  Transcript  report 
and  copies  furnished  the  members;  and  that  the 
order  might  be  fully  considered  he  moved  to  refer 
it  to  the  Committee  on  Printing,  to  be  appointed. 

Mr.  Duggan  said  it  was  the  order  usually  sub 
mitted  at  that  time,  and  he  hoped  it  would  pass. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5  the  order 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Long  of  Ward  8  offered  an  order  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  joint  special  committee  to  nomi- 
nate candidates  for  Directors  for  Public  Institu- 


tions. Laid  on  the  table  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burlitt 
of  Ward  16,  who  said  it  was  an  unusual  order  to 
offer  at  this  time. 

Papers  were  received  from  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men for  concurrence,  as  follows : 

Order  appointing  a  joint  special  committee  to 
consider  the  topics  in  the  Mayor's  message.  Pass- 
ed, and  Messrs.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  Shaw  of 
Ward  5  and  Willcut  of  Ward  17  were  joined  on 
the  part  of  the  Council. 

Order  referring  the  report  on  the  new  city  char- 
ter to  a  joint  special  committee.  Passed,  and 
Messrs.  Kimball  of  Ward  6,  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7, 
Brackett  of  Ward  10,  Flynn  of  Ward  7  and  Crock- 
er of  Ward  6  joined  to  said  committee. 

Petitions  for  recounts  of  votes  for  Councilmen 
were  presented  as  follows : 

By  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— Petition  of  Thomas 
Haney  of  Ward  7. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— Petition  of  citizens 
of  Ward  20. 

Bv  Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— Petition  of  J.  W. 
Hobbs  of  Ward  21. 

By  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— Petition  of  Fred. 
Shunk  of  Ward  13. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Elec- 
tions of  the  Common  Council. 

The  drawing  for  seats  proceeded  in  the  usual 
m  inner. 

The  President  announced  that  the  members 
were  invited  to  a  reception  to  King  Kalakaua,  in 
the  Aldermen's  chamber,  after  adjournment,  and 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward' 16  the  Council 
adjourned  and  stands  adjourned  till  Thursday 
evening  next  at  7%  o'clock'. 


BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JANUARY    7,    1875. 


Adjourned  regular  meeting  at  fonr  o'clock  P. 
M.,  Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presidiug. 

EXECUTIVE    APPOINTMENTS. 

Railroad  Police  for  dutv  at  Lowell  Railroad  De- 
pot—M.  T.  Donahoe,  L.  S.  Bean,  M.  V.  Cook,  John 
Carmichael.  Thomas  Young.    Several  confirmed. 

Mayor's  Clerk— James  L.  Hillard.    Sent  down. 

COMMUNICATIONS  FKOM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Inspector  of  Lighters.  Quarterly  report  for  Dec . 
31,1874 — Vessels  inspected,  254;  cargoes  of  same, 
19,211  tons ;  fees  received,  $1675.75;  office  expenses, 
$39.02;  divided  by  incumbents,  $1636.73.  Sent 
down. 

Superintendents  of  Bridges.  Annual  reports 
were  received  from  Superintendents  of  Bridges, 
as  follows: 

Chelsea  Brirlge — 5  vessels  have  passed  through 
the  draw  during  the  past  year. 

Federal-street  Bridge— 8764  vessels  have  passed 
through  the  draw. 

Broadway  Bridge — "Whole  number  of  vessels 
thiougli  the  draw  from  Jan.  1  to  IVlay  7  (when  it 
was  turned  off  to  be  rebuilt),  1131. 

Meridian-street  Bridge— 3020  vessels  have  passed 
through  the  draw— 2211  at  night,  819  during  the 
day. 

Dover-street  Bridge — 6287  vessels  have  passed 
through  the  draw. 

Severally  sent  down. 

Chief  of  Police.  Quarterly  report  to  Dec.  31, 
1874— Arrests,  8073,  males, '6582,  females,  1491, 
Americans,  2983,  foreigners,  5090,  committed,  5884; 
lodgers,  17,380,  males,  15,488,  females,  1792,  Ameri- 
cans, 6705,  foreigners,  10,575;  amount  of  property 
reported  stolen,  $33,539;  amount  of  property  re- 
covered, $24,331.11 ;  amount  of  fines  imposed  by 
the  courts,  $31,985;  imprisonment  by  the  same, 
572  years,  7  mouths ;  expenditures  for  the  quarter, 
$214,734.49;  balance  of  appropriation  in  treasury, 
$248,900.23;  to*~al  appropriation,  $865,000. 

Paymaster  of  State  Aid.  Quarterly  report  for 
Dec.  31, 1874— Total  disbursements,  $21,524;  bal- 
ance on  hand,  $424;  total  applicants,  4050.  Sent 
;'own. 

Resignation.  Communication  froiu  Joseph  F. 
Paul,  iesigning  the  office  of  Warden  in  Ward  10. 
Placed  on  file. 

City  Clerk.  Communication  nominating  John 
T.  Priest  as  Assistant  City  Clerk.    Confirmed. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  FOR  CONCUR- 
RENCE. 

Orders  for  the  printing  of  the  Municipal  Regis- 
ter;  requesting  a  copy  of  the  Mayor's  address  for 
publication,  and  referring  all  unfinished  business 
in  the  hands  of  joint  standing  committees  to  the 
same  committees  when  appointed.  Severally 
passed. 

RULES  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  committee  appointed 
to  consider  what  alterations  are  required  in  the 
rules  and  orders  of  the  Board  of  1874  to  adapt 
them  for  use  by  this  Board,  reported  that  the 
only  change  necessary  is  to  strike  from  section  23 
the  words  "City  Registrar's  Department,"  inas- 
much as  any  committee  on  that  department  is 
rendered  unnecessary  by  the  establish uient  of  the 
Board  of  Health.  They  recommend  the  following 
order : 

Ordered,  That  the  rules  and  orders  of  the 
Beard  of  Aldermen  of  1874.  >as  printed  in  the 
Municipal  Register  of  that  year,  be  adopted  as  the 
rules  and  orders  for  the  government  of  this 
Board,  with  this  amendment :  Strike  out  from 
section  23  the  words  "City  Registrar's  Depart- 
ment."   Passed. 

ADDITIONAL  WATER  SUPPLY. 

Alderman  Stebbius  presented  the  following: 
Office  of  the  Cochituate  "Water  Board,  ) 
Boston,  Jan.  7, 1875.     | 
To   the    City    Council— The    Cochituate    Water 
Board,  that  it  may  prbvide  for  the  city  at  as  early 
a  day  as  practicable  an  adequate  and  sure  supply 
of  water  for  domestic  and  manufacturing  uses, 
requests  that   appropriations   for   the  following 


specific  purposes  may  be  made,  the  amount  of 
each  being  the  sum  which  it  is  estimated  should 
be  spent  during  this  year: 

For  storage  basins  on  the  Sudburv  River $500,000 

For  construction  of  a  new  conduit 1,000,000 

For  an  addititional  siphon  pipe  across  Charles 
River  on  line  of  the  Cochituate  Aqueduct 30,000 

Total $1 ,530,000 

By  the  action  of  the  last  City  Council  the  Water 
Board  is  placed  in  a  peculiar  and  embarrassing  po- 
sition. It  is  authorized  to  take  the  Sudbury  River, 
turn  its  waters  into  Lake  Cochituate  and  to  builu 
storage  basins,  but  no  sufficient  provision  has 
been  made  for  meeting  the  cost  of  this  work,  and 
the  board  is  expressly  prohibited  from  taking  any 
land  for  a  new  conduit  and  from  incurring  any 
expense  thereon  which  would  exceed  the  present 
depleted  appropriation.  The  "Water  Board  have 
heretofore,  in  various  reports  to  the  City  Council, 
called  the  attention  to  the  dangerous  condition  of 
the  existing  conduit  and  its  extreme  liabdity  to 
accident  (involv'ng  a  short  supply  of  water)  from 
the  strain  put  upon  it  by  running  it  under  a  head. 

Messrs.  Kirkwood  and  Francis,  the  eminent  en- 
gineers employed  by  the  board  to  examine  it,  sav, 
"The  recent  examination  has  shown  very  clearly 
that  parts  of  the  conduit  are  now  unsafe  and  may 
fail  at  any  time,"  and  after  speaking  of  the  over- 
taxing of  the  conduit,  and  the  signs  of  weakness 
and  yielding  as  shown  by  the  opening  of  cracks  in 
the  brick  work,  the  most  dangeious  of  which  they 
recommend  repairing  and  making  safe  in  the 
spring  of  1875,  they  say — 

"The  conduit  cannot  be  thoroughly  overhauled 
and  repaired  until  an  independent  supply  of  wa- 
ter is  available  for  the  city  from  other  sources 
sufficient  to  admit  of  the  Cochituate  conduit  being 
relieved  from  duty  for  some  months.  Until  such 
an  opportunity  can  he  had  we  are  of  opinion  that 
it  should  not,  in  its  present  condition,  be  relied  on 
to  convev  more  than  17,000,000  gallons  in  any  one 
day." 

The  conduit  has  been  repaired  in  as  thorough  a 
manner  as  the  limited  time  the  water  could  be 
kept  shut  off  would  permit,  but  nothing  has  been 
done  to  strengthen  it  at  the  weak  points  ;  yet  the 
Water  Board  is  obliged,  in  order  to  keep  up  the 
supply,  to  run  much  more  than  17,000,000  gallons 
per  day  through  it.  In  asking  for  an  appropria- 
priation  of  $30,000  for  an  additional  siphon  pipe 
across  Charles  River,  it  is  anticipated  that  it  may 
be  necessary, before  anew  conduit  can  be  built, to 
force  a  delivery  of  twenty  to  twenty-three  mil- 
lions of  gallons  per  day  through  the  old  conduit 
by  running  it  under  a  three  or  four  foot  head  at 
the  upper  end.  Such  a  use,  or  rather  abuse  of  it, 
with  any  precautions  that  can  be  taken  against 
accident,  will  be  extremely  dangerous. 

It  will  be  seen  therefore  that  the  W  ater  Board, 
acting  under  the  authority  at  present  granted  to 
it  by  the  City  Conncil,  cannot  provide  the  city 
with  an  ample  supply  of  water  except  at  a  great 
risk.  Storage  basins  on  the  Sudbury  will  be  of  no 
use  without  a  new  conduit  to  convey  the  water  to 
the  city. 

The  lake,  from  its  own  watershed  and  the  ordi- 
nary flow  of  the  river,  unaided  by  storage  basins, 
can  he  kept  at  a  height  that  will  provide  all  the 
water  the  conduit  can  safely  carry,  though  it 
should  be  understood  that,  the  channel  from  Farm 
Pond  to  Lake  Cochituate,  and  the  dam  for  divert- 
ing the  water  from  the  river,  were  constructed  for 
temporary  purpo-es  only,  and  are  not  such  works 
upon  which  so  vital  an  interest  as  the  supply  of 
water  to  the  city  should  be  allowed  long  to  de- 
pend. 

To  secure  an  ample  supply  of  water,and  to  remove 
the  difficulties  under  which  the  board  labors ;  to  re- 
lieve it  from  the  necessity  of  refusing  to  allow  the 
une  of  water  for  many  purposes  that  would  in- 
crease the  prosperity  and  give  a  new  impulse  to 
various  manufacturing  interests,  the  board  be- 
lieves the  construction  of  a  new  conduit  is  an  im- 
perative necessity. 

In  view  of  the  careful  and  accurate  surveys  and 
investigations  which  have  been  made  by  the  City 
Engineer  and  his  assistants,  the  indorsement  of 
the  plans  by  Mr.  Chesbrough,  under  whose  di- 
rection the  Cochituate  works  were  built,  the  prox- 
imity of  the  line  at  South  Natick  to  the  Charles 
River,  from  which  an  increased  supply  can  be 
obtained  if  necessary  in  the  future,  the  increased 
rate  of  inclination  above  that  of  the  Cochituate 
conduit  and  its  favorable  location  on  an  entirely  in- 
dependent line,  together  with  the  great  advantage 
of  having  all  the  plans  in  readiness  and  thus  being- 
able  to  at  once  put  the  work  under  contract,  the 
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Water  Board  does  not  hesitate  to  reaffirm  its 
opinion  that  the  interests  of  the  city  w.ll  be  best 
subserved  by  the  construction  of  the  proposed 
conduit  from  Farm  Pond  to  Chestnut  Hill  Reser- 
voir. 

Impressed  with  the  importance  of  immediately 
commencing  the  work,  and  feeling  that  it  would 
be  remiss  in  its  duty  if  it  delayed  an  expression 
of  its  views,  the  Water  Boird  has  thus  early  in 
the  year  presented  its  request  for  appropriations 
for  the  purposes  mentioned. 

Two  years  have  passed  away  since  this  question 
of  a  new  water  supply  was  presented  to  the  City 
Council,  and  while  its  action  during  the  closing 
hours  of  the  past  year  has  averted  the  threatened 
calamity  of  a  water  famine,  the  responsibility  of 
keeping  up  the  .supply  by  increasing  the  strain 
upon  a  conduit  already  overtaxed  must  rest  upon 


it  untill  the  requisite  appropriations  and  authori- 
ty to  build  a  new  conduit  are  granted. 

Thos.  Gogin,  President. 

Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  on 
motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins. 

JURY  LIST  TO  BE  REVISED. 

Alderman  Quincy  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  list  of  jurors  in  this  city  who 
are  qualified  to  serve  in  the  several  courts  of  the 
county  of  Suffolk  be  revised  by  this  Board,  and  be 
posted  in  the  Court  House  and  City  Hall,  and  be 
thereafterward  submitted  to  the  Common  Coun- 
cil for  revision  and  acceptance  pursuant  to  law. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  Board 
adjourned. 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

JANUARY    7,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  7y2  o'clock  P.  M., 
Halsey  J.  Boardman,  President,  in  the  chair. 

On  motion,  Mr.  Thacher  was  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  conduct  Mr.  Edwards,  member  elect 
from  Ward  15,  to  the  City  Clerk  to  be  qualified, 
which  was  done,  and  Mr.  Edwaids  took  his  seat. 

The  President  announced  that  owing~to  the  un- 
avoidable abserce  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16 
from  the  city,  he  had  appointed  Mr.  Kimball  of 
Ward  6  a  member  of  the  committee  to  nominate 
candidates  for  a  Finance  Committee  in  place  of 
Mr.  Perkins. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Annual  reports  of  the  Federal-street,  Chelsea, 
Meridian-street,  Dover-street  and  Broadway 
bridges;  quarterly  report  of  the  Paymaster  of 
State  Aid;  annual  report  of  the  Inspector  of 
Lighters.    Severally  placed  on  file. 

Executive  communication  announcing  the  ap- 
pointment of  James  L.  Hillard  as  Mayor's  Clerk. 
Placed  on  file. 

Order  authorizing  ihe  annual  reports  of  city  of- 
ficers to  be  made  in  print.  Read  twice  and 
passed. 

Order  appointing  the  members  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen, with  such  as  the  Common  Council  may 
join,  a  Committee  on  State  Aid  to  Soldiers  and 
Sailors.  Read  twice  and  passed,  and  Jie  follow- 
ing gentlemen  joined  to  the  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  Common  Council:  Messrs.  Harrigan 
of  Ward  1,  Bent  of  Ward  2,  Murray  of  Ward  3, 
Whitmore  of  Ward  4,  Duggan  of  Ward  5,  Harmon 
of  Ward  6,  Barry  of  Ward  7,  Hicks  of  Ward  8, 
Jaques  of  Ward  9,  Smith  of  Ward  10,  Pierce  of 
Ward  11,  Lappen  of  Ward  12,  Whitcomb.of  Ward 
13,  Hiscock  of  Ward  14,  Clark  of  Ward  15,  Lori.g 
of  Ward  16,  Curtis  of  Ward  17,  Moley  of  Ward  19, 
Trull  of  Ward  20,  Stacey  of  Ward  21,  and  Power  of 
Ward  22. 

Order  for  the  appointment  of  a  Joint  Special 
Committee  on  Joint  Rules  and  Orders  of  the  City 
Council.  Read  twice  and  passed,  and  Messrs.  Sib- 
ley of  Ward  20,  Sprague  of  Ward  4,  and  Train  of 
Ward  13  joined  to  said  committee. 

Certificate  of  the  election  of  Aldermen  Clark, 
Power  and  Stebbins  members  of  the  Committee 
on  Accounts  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men.   Placed  on  file. 

PETITIONS     PRESENTED    FOR    RECOUNT  OF  VOTES. 

By  Mr.  Walbridge  of  Ward  12— Petition  of  Mar- 
tin L.  Ham,  believing  that  he  was  elected 
from  W  ard  12,  and  requesting  a  recount  of  the 
votes. 

By  Mr.  Harrigan  of  Ward  1 — Petition  of  Emery 
D.  Leighton,  believing  that  by  a  mistake  in  the 
returns  a  seat  was  given  to  Frederick  Pease,  and 
requesting  a  recount  of  votes. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committeon  Elections. 


ELECTION  OF  A  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6,  for  the  committee  to 
nominate  candidates  for  members  of  the  Finance 
Committee  on  the  part  of  the  Common  Council, 
submitted  a  report  recommending  the  election  of 
Francis  H.  Peabody,  Alexander  Beal,  John  Gold- 
thwait,  Eugene  H.  Sampson,  Levi  L.  Willcutt, 
Francis  Jaques  and  Curtis  Guild.  The  report  was 
accepted,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13 
the  Council  Proceeded  to  an  election,  Messrs. 
Train  of  Ward  13,  Sweetser  of  Ward  10,  and  Day 
of  Ward  1  being  appointed  a  committee  to  collect 
and  count  votes.     They  reported  as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes 69 

Necessary  to  a  choice , 35 

Francis  H.  Peahody 69 

Alexander  Beal 69 

John  Goldthwait. 67 

Eugene  H.  Sampson 69 

Levi  L.  "W  illcutt 69 

Francis  Jaques 67 

Curtis  Guild 69 

H.  H.  Sprague J 

And  the  nominees  of  the  committee  were  declared 
elected.    Sent  up. 

AUDITOR'S    MONTHLY    EXHIBIT. 

The  Auditor's  monthly  exhibit  for  January  5, 
1875  (City  Doc.  No.  4),  was  received  and  sent  up. 
Foilowingis  the  state  of  the  appropriations: 
Appropriations, 
Revenues,  etc.     Expended.       Unexpended. 

General $13,944,990.61       $9,137,593.94       $4,807,396.67 

Special 4,823,266.89  1,788,925.56  3,034,341.33 

$18,768,257.50      $10,926,519.50        $7,841,738.00 
Sent  up. 

ELECTION  OF  A  COMMITTEE  ON  ACCOUNTS. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20,  for  the  special  committee 
appointed  to  nominate  a  Committee  on  Accounts 
on  the  part  of  the  Common  Council,  submitted  a 
report  recommending  the  election  of  Frederick 
Pease,  James  J.  Flynn,  John  Q.  A.  Brackett,  Amos 
L.  Noyes,  and  Edwin  A.  Woods. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Willcutt  of  Ward  17  the  Council  proceeded  to  an 
election,  Messrs.  Willcutt  of  Ward  17,  Sampson  of 
Ward  10,  and  Harrigan  of  Ward  1  being  appoint- 
ed a  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes.  They 
]  eported  as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes 68 

Necessary  to  a  choice 35 

Frederick  Pease 68 

James  J.  Flynn 67 

J.  Q.  A.  Brackett 68 

Amos  L.  N oy es 68 

Edwin  H.  Woods 68 

And  they  were  declared  elected. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  for  the  Committee  on  Elec- 
tions, submitted  reports  as  follows: 

CONTESTED   SEATS. 

On  petition  of  Henry  A.  Sievers  et  al.,  of  Ward 
20,  for  a  recount  of  votes  for  members  of  the 
Council  in  that  ward,  the  committee  report  that 
they  have  recounted  the  original  ballots  with  the 
following  result :  E.  J.  Trull  had  420;  Edwin  Sib- 
ley, 365;  John  H.  Dee,  356;  Eugene  Sullivan,  316; 
J  ames  H.  Phalen,  218;  James  F.  Dacev,  34;  Frank- 
lin Hopkins,  1;  Liverus  Hull,  2;  F.  Childs,2;H. 
F.  Dunnels.  1.    It  appears,  therefore,  that  Ezra  J  . 
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COMMON       COUNCIL. 


Trull  and  Edwin  Sibley,  who  now  occupy  seats  at 
this  board,  were  duly  elected. 

On  petition  of  Frederick  Shunk,  who  claimed 
the  seat  occupied  by  Nathan  S.Wilbur  of  Ward  13, 
and  requested  a  recount  of  all  the  ballots  cast  for 
members  in  that  ward,  the  committee  report  the 
following  result  :  William  G.  Train  had  449  ; 
E.  D.  Whitcomb,  375  ;  George  J.  Coyle,  350  ; 
Nathan  S.  Wilbur,  276  ;  Nathan  S.  Wilber,  74  ; 
Wilbur,  1 ;  Joseph  P.  Connoll,  301 ;  Martin  Lynch, 
325 :  Fredk.  Shunk,  265  ;  Frederick  Schunk, 
24;  Frank  Schunk,  1;  W.  Elliot  Woodward,  274; 
John  Osborne,  Jr.,  1;  Edward  J.  Long,  1;  Cyrus 
Hicks,  1 ;  Bradford  S.  Cressy,  1 ;  E.  C.  Kingsbury,  1 ; 
I  ierpont  Edwards,  1 ;  W.  G.  Thacher,  1;  Isaac  P. 
Clarke.  1.  Under  the  rules  which  govern  such 
cases  the  ballots  cast  for  Nathan  S.  Wilber  should 
be  counted  for  Nathan  S.  Wilbwr,  which  gives  him 
a  total  of  350 ;  and  the  ballots  cast  for  Frederick 
Schunk  should  be  counted  for  Frederick  Shunk, 
which  gives  him  a  total  of  289.  It  appears,  there- 
fore, that  Nathan  S.  Wilbur,  who  now  occupies  a 
seat  at  this  board,  was  duly  elected. 

On  petition  of  Joseph  W.  Hobbs  et  al.,  repre- 
senting that  they  believed  Francis  W.  Pray  was 
entitled  to  the  seat  occupied  Dy  John  Kelley,  and 
request  a  recount  of  the  votes  in  Ward  21,  the 
committee  report  the  following  result  of  a  re- 
count: John  Kelley  had  387;  John  F.  Kelley,  3; 
Francis  W.  Pray  had  341.  It  appears,  therefore, 
that  John  Kelley,  who  received  the  certificate  of 
election,  and  now  occupies  a  seat  at  this  board, 
was  duly  elected. 

Severally  accepted. 

ARMY  AND  NAVY  MONUMENT. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  a  joint  special  committee,  con- 
sisting of  three  members  of  the  Common  Council 
be  appointed  with  such  as  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men may  join,  to  have  charge  of  t';"e  erection  of 
,the  Aimy  and  Navy  Monument  on  Boston  Com- 
mon, as  provided  in  the  contract  with  Martin 
Milmore. 

Read  twice  and  passed,  and  Messrs.  Flynn  of 
Ward  7,  Trull  of  Ward  20,  and  Hiscock  of  Ward  14 
were  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Council.  Sent 
up. 

COMMITTEES  TO  NOMINATE  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Orders  were  offered  for  the  appointment  of  joint 
special  committees  to  nominate  city  officers, 
which  were  severally  read  twice  and  passed,  and 
the  committees  were  a  ppointed  as  follows  (the 
member  first  named  on  each  committee  having 
offered  the  order): 

Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries — Messrs.  Page 
of  Ward  9,  Guild  of  Ward  6,  Burgess  of  Ward  3. 

Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital — Messrs.  Brackett 
of  Ward  10,  Pierce  of  Ward  11,  Noyes  of  Ward  5. 

Members  of  Cochituate  Water  Board— Messrs. 
Woods  of  Ward  8,  Pease  of  Ward  1,  Sweetser 
of  Ward  10. 

City  Messenger— Messrs.  Wilbur  of  Ward  13, 
Thacher  of  Ward  15,  Day  of  Ward  1. 

Superintendent  of  Common  and  Public  Grounds 
— Messrs.  Noyes  of  Ward  5,  Peabodv  of  Ward  9, 
Shaw  of  Ward  5. 

Weighers  and  Inspectors  of  Lighters — Messrs. 
Collins  of  Ward  2,  Howes  of  Ward  11,  Cushman  of 
Ward  1. 

Trustees  of  Public  Library— Messrs.  Burditt  of 
Ward  16,  Sprague  of  Ward  4, Damon  of  Ward  12. 

Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings— Messrs. 
Kingsbury  of  Ward  15,  Morrison  of  Ward  9,  Kings- 
ley  of  Ward  3. 

Superintendent  of  the  Several  Bridges — Messrs. 
Walbridjie  of  Ward  12,  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  7,  Os- 
borne of  Ward  8. 

Superintendent  of  Sewers— Messrs.  Tbacher  of 
Ward  15,  Anderson  of  Ward  3,  Coyle  of  Ward  13. 

Trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery — Messrs.  Long 
of  Ward  8.  Felt  of  Ward  11,  Cushing  of  Ward  4. 


Superintendent  of  Streets— Messrs.  Osborne  of 
Ward  8,  Crocker  of  6,  WiUcutt  of  Ward  17. 

City  Surveyor  (with  authority  to  report  to  either 
branch)— Messrs.  Willcutt  of  Ward  17,  Smith  of 
Ward  10,  Day  of  Ward  1. 

Directors  of  Public  Institutions— Messrs.  Long 
of  Ward  8,  Cawley  of  Ward  2,  Wilbur  of  Ward  13. 
The  order  for  this  committee  was  taken  from  the 
table,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20. 

Superintendent  of  Public  Lands  —Messrs. 
Thacher  of  Ward  15,  Anderson  of  Ward  3,  Dev- 
ereaux  of  Ward  22.  ff-  , 

Harbor  Master— Me«srs.  Woods  of  Ward  8, 
Flynn  of  Ward  7,  Sprague  of  Ward  4. 

Commissioners  of  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery — 
Messrs.  Long  of  Ward  8,  Bent  of  Ward  2.  Newton' 
of  Ward  14. 

City  Engineer  (with  authority  to  report  to  either 
branch)— Messrs.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  Goldthwait 
of  Ward  11,  Curtis  of  Ward  17. 

Severally  sent  up. 

Mr.  Devereaux  of  Ward  22  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  W.  H.  Kinsman  &  Co.,  etal.,  merchants  and 
ship  owners,  representing  that  the  inspection  of 
ballast  is  not  properly  attended  to,  and  asking  that 
a  committee  be  appointed  to  examine  into  the  com- 
petency of  candidates  for  office,  and  that  none 
may  be  appointed  until  their  competency  is 
shown;  also  petition  of  William  S.  Battis  that 
he  may  be  appointed  one  of  said  inspectors. 

Severally  referred  to  the  committee  to  nominate 
Inspectors  of  Lighters  and  sent  up. 

NORTHAMPTON-STREET  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  five  members  of  the  Common 
Council,  with  such  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may 
join,  be  appointed  to  constitute  the  Committee 
on  the  Northampton-street  District,  with  authori- 
ty to  exercise  all  the  powers  conferred  on  the  Joint 
Special  Committee  of  the  City  Council  on  the 
Northampton-street  District  for  the  year  1874. 

Read  twice  and. passed,  and  Messrs.  Train  of 
Ward  13,  Noyes  of  Ward  5,  Parker  of  Wari  14, 
Sampson  of  Ward  10,  and  Harmon  of  Ward  6,  were 
appointed  on  said  committee.    Sent  up. 

THE  DEDHAM-STREET  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Tram  of  Ward  13  offered  the  following ; 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on 
the  Northampton-street  District  be  requested  to 
consider  and  report  what  action,  if  any,  should  be 
taken  by  the  city  in  relation  to  raising  the  grade 
of  the  Swett-street  District,  so  called. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — It  appears  to  me  that  that 
matter  belongs  properly  to  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Streets.  We  have  no  authority  to  fill  that  ter- 
ritory at  this  time;  and  as  the  city  has  already 
laid  out  that  street,  it  occurs  to  me  that  it  should 
be  referred  to  that  committee. 

Mr.  Tram  of  Ward  13 — I  have  no  objection,  as  it 
is  merely  a  preliminary  matter.  I  supposed  it 
was  proper  to  put  in  the  order  for  the  committee 
to  see  whether  it  was  expedient  to  do  the  work. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — That  matter  is  already  in 
the  hands  of  1he  Committee  on  Streets,  and  con- 
tracts will  be  made  very  soon  for  building  that 
street,  and  of  course  that  would  be  the  proper 
committee  to  refer  it  to. 

Mr.  Train  withdrew  the  order. 

THE  COMMON  COUNCIL     ANTEROOM. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  ante- 
room of  the  Common  Council  be  instructed  to  ad- 
mit no  one  unless  a  member  of  the  Council,  or 
properly  introduced,  while  this  body  is  in  session. 

Mr.  Tram  explained  that  there  was  generally 
considerable  property  left  in  the  anteroom,  and 
as  there  are  times  when  the  officer  in  charge  may 
be  called  away,  it  was  proper  to  give  him  the  in- 
structions. 

The  order  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  the  Council 
adjourned. 


BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JANUARY    11,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
His  Honor  Mayor  Cobb  in  the  chair. 

THli  STANDING    COMMITTEES. 

The  Chair  announced  the  appointment  of  the 
following  standing  committees : 

Standing  Committees  of  the  Board. 

Bridges — Aldermen  Power,  Harris  and  Viles. 

County  Accounts— Aldermen  Harris,  Stebbins 
and  Quincy. 

Faneuil  Hall  and  County  Buildings— Aldermen 
Prescott,  Clark  and  Pope. 

Lamps — Aldermen  Stebbins,  Quincy  and  Bur- 
rage. 

Licenses— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Stebbins  and 
Viles. 

Markets,  Weights  and  Measures — Aldermen 
Prescott,  Worthington  and  Harris. 

Paving — Aldermen  Power,  Bigelow  and  Burrage. 

Police — Aldermen  Clark,  Burrage  and  Bigelow. 

Sewers — Alaermen  Harris,  Power  and  Viles. 

Streets— Aldermen  Clark,  Harris  and  Worthing- 
ton. 

Steam  Engines  —  Aldermen  Power,  Viles  and 
O'Brien. 

Joint  Standing  Committees. 

Armories— Aldermen  Worthington,  Quincy,  and 
O'Brien. 

Assessors'  Department— Aldermen  Harris,  Steb- 
bins and  Pope. 

Bathing— Aldermen  Power,  Prescott  and  Pope. 

Claims— Aldermen  Worthington,  Quincy  and 
O'Brien. 

Common,  etc. — Aldermen  Clark,  Power  and 
Quincy. 

East  Boston  Ferries— Aldermen  Viles,  Stebbins 
and  Burrage. 

Engineer's  Department — Aldermen  Bigelow  and 
Prescott. 

Fire  Department — Aldermen  Quincy  and  Bige- 
low. 

Fuel — Aldermen  Pop?  and  O'Brien. 

Harbor — Aldermen  Burrage  and  Harris. 

Health— Aldermen  Wortbington  and  Viles.- 

City  Hospital — Aldermen  Burrage  and  O'Brien. 

Public  Institutions— Aldermen  WoitLington, 
Prescott  and  Pope. 

Mt.    Hope   Cemetery — Aldermen 
Bigelow. 

Legislative    Matters — Aldermen 
Worthington . 

Ordinances— Aldermen    Quincy, 
O'Brien. 

Overseers  of  Poor — APiermen  Viles  and  Harris. 

Public  Buildings— Aldermen  Prescott,  Clark  and 
Pope. 

Public  Instruction— Aldermen  Prescott,  Worth- 
ington and  Quincy. 

Public  Lands -Aldermen  O'Brien,  Stebbins  and. 
Pope. 

Printing — Aldermen  Power  and  Worthington. 

Public  Library — Aldermen  Quincy,  Prescott  and 
Bigelow,  * 

Salaries— Aldermen  Stebbins  and  Prescott. 

Streets — Aldermen  Clark,  Harris  and  Worthing- 
ton. 

Surveyor's  Department— Aldermen  O'Brien  and 
Burrage. 

Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings — Aldermen 
Pope,  Power  and  Viles. 

Treasury  Department— Aldermen  Bigelow  and 
Burrage. 

Water— Aldermen  Stebbins,  Clark  and  Bigelow. 

PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  John  Lamb,  for  additional  compensation 
in  the  matter  of  widening  Shawmut  avenue  be- 
tween Lenox  and  Roxbury  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  James  N.  Cowin,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
new  wooden  stable  for  one  horse  on  Princeton 
street,  No.  19,  Ward  1. 

John  Trainer,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Foundry  street,  No.  150. 

Mellen  F.  Doten,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  stable  for  three  horses  on  Woodville 
square,  Highlands. 


Burrage  and 
Stebbins  and 
Bigelow   and 


E.  A.  Noyes,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  stable  for  100 
horses  at  5-7  North  Centre  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Finance.  Francis 
A.  Hall,  to  be  paid  the  value  of  certain  coupons 
of  city  stock  alleged  to  have  been  lost. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  L.  M.  Wood, 
to  be  compensated  for  injuries  sustained  by  his 
child  while  in  attendance  at  the  Fianklin  School. 

To  the  Committee  on  Seivers.  Ann  P.  Crisp  et 
al.,  for  abatement  of  assessment  for  Eden-street 
sewer. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  E.  L.  Penniman's 
heirs,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on  Central 
street. 

E.  W.  James  et  al.,  that  the  thirty-third  location 
of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  in  Charles  street  be 
revoked, 

C.  Tilden,  Jr.,  for  the  grade  of  Culvert  street, 
between  Cabot  and  Tremont  streets. 

Michael  C.  Flusk,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
on  Dorchester  avenue,  near  Field's  Corner. 

George  H.  Mandell  etal.,  that  a  retaining  wall 
be  built  at  the  end  of  Berwick  park. 

Abbott  Lawrence,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
to  estate  No.  13  Cornhill. 

John  O'Hare,  for  the  grade  of  Knowlton  street. 

George  H.  Burditt  et  al.,  that  Corey  street  be 
graded. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS   CONFIRMED. 

Special  Police  Officers— Charles  H.  Rice,  Daniel 
N.  Gannon,  Morgan  Chapel  and  its  vicinity;  Reu- 
ben S.  Hunt,  Sudbury  and  Union  streets  and  their 
vicinity. 

Constable — rtinds  R.  Darling. 

LOCATION  ACCEPTED. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  South 
Boston  Railroad,  accepting  the  location  granted 
Dec.  21, 1874.    Placed  on  file. 

COMMUNICATIONS  FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

School  Committee.  Request  for  better  accom- 
modations for  school  for  dtaf  mutes.  Referred  to 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Instruction  and  sent 
down. 

Fire  Commissioners.  Report  of  fires  and  alarms 
for  December.    Sent  down. 

Superintendents  of  Bridges.  Annual  reports 
were  received  as  follows: 

Warren  Bridge — Draw  opened  6768  times. 

Chelsea  Bridge— Draw  opened  2334  times. 

Charles  Kiver  Bridge — Draw  opened  8998  times. 

Severally  sent  down. 

STEAM  EJSGIN3. 

The  petition  of  Joseph  W.  Greenleaf ,  for  leave 
to  locate  and  use  a  steam  engine  of  six-horse 
power  at  the  corner  of  Albany  and  East  Canton 
streets,  was  considered,  on  an  order  of  notice  to 
all  parties  objecting.  No  one  appeared  to  object, 
and  the  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Steam  Engines. 

NOMINATING  COMMITTEES. 

Orders  for  the  appointment  of  joint  special 
committees  lo  nominate  city  officers  and  mem- 
bers of  the  boards  of  direction  were  received 
from  the  other  branch,  passed  in  concurrence, 
and  the  committees  joined  as  follows: 

To  Nominate  Superintendents. 

Common — Aldermen  Clark  and  Prescott. 

Public  Buildings — Aldermen  Clark  and  Viles. 

Bridges — Aldermen  Viles  and  Burrage. 

Sewers — Aldermen  Power  and  Bigelow. 

Streets — Aldermen  Bun  age  and  O'Brien. 

Public  Lands— Aldermen  Stebbins  and  Pope. 

City  Surveyor — Aldermen  Worthington  ana  Bur- 
rage. 

City  Engineer — Aldermen  Prescott  and  Steb- 
bins. 

Harbor  Master— Aldermen  Harris  and  O'Brien. 

City  Messenger — Aldermen  Power  and  Prescott. 

To  Nominate  Members  of  the  following  Boards: 
Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries — Aldeimen  Viles 

and  Worthington. 
Trustees  of  City  Hospital — Aldermen  Clark  and 

Harris. 
Trustees  of  Public  Library    Aldermen    Bigelow 

and  Worthington. 
Trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery— Aldermen  O'Brien 

and  Pope. 
Directors  for  Public  Institutions — Aldermen  Quin-        / 

cy  and  Harris. 
Cochituate  Water  Board— Aldermen  Stebbins  and 

Quincy. 
Commissioners  on  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery — Alder- 
men Pope  and  O'Brien. 
Weighers  and  Inspectors  of  Lighters— Alderman 

Harris  and  Burrage. 
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PAPEES    FROM    THE    COMMON    COUNCIL     FOE    CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Certificate  of  election  of  Committee- on  Finance. 
Plated  on  file. 

Petitions  of  W.  H.  Kinsman  et  at.,  and  W.  S. 
Battis.    Refer/ed. 

Order  for  appointment  of  a  joint  special  com- 
mittee (Messrs.  Flynn,  Trull  and  Hiscock  to  be 
joined)  on  the  subject  of  the  army  and  navy  mon- 
ument. Passed,  and  Aldermen  Pope  and  Quincy 
•appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

Order  for  appointment  of  a  joint  special  com- 
mittee (Messrs.  Train,  Noyes,  Parker  Sampson  and 
Harmon  to  be  joined)  on  the  improvement  of  the 
Northampton-street  district.  Passed,  and  Alder- 
men Stebbins,  O'Brien  and  Pope  appointed  on 
said  committee. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  LAMPS. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Lamps  for  1874  (City  Doc.  No.  5)  was  received  and 
sent  down. 

The  price  paid  for  gas  for  public  lamps  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

City  proper,  five-sixth  of  one  cent  per  hour,  or 
$2.08%  per  thousand  feet. 

South  Boston,  one  cent  per  hour,  or  $2.59  per 
thousand  feet. 

East  Boston,  one  cent  per  hour,  or  $2.50  per 
thousand  feet. 

Roxbury,  one  cent  per  hour,  or  $2.50  per  thou- 
sand feet. 

Dorchester,  one  and  two-tentlis  of  one  cent 
per  hour,  or  $3.00  per  thousand  feet. 

Brookline,  one  and  one-tenth  of  one  cent  per 
hour,  or  $2.75  per  thousand  feet. 

Brighton,  one  ana  one-tenth  of  one  cent  per 
hour,  or  $2.75  ner  thousand  feet. 

West  Roxbury,  one  and  two-tenths  of  one  cent 
per  hour,  or  $3.00  per  thousand  feet. 

Charlesto^vn,  one  cent  per  hour,  or  $2.50  per 
thousand  feet. 

The  department  employs  125  men  and    there  are 
no  supernumerary  men,  and  there  are  9346  public 
lamps  in  the  whole  city. 
The  balance  of  appropriation  on  hand  from 

1873,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1874,  was $125,925.35 

There  was  expended  during  the  remainder  of 

the  financial  year 320,685.81 


The  balance  unexpended  and  transferred  to 

other  appropriations  was $5,233.54 

The  appropriation  for  the  financial  year  end- 
ing on  the  30th  of  April  next,  was $455,500.00 

Amount  expended  to  date 319,959.97 

Balance  unexpended $135,540.03 

An  amount  sufficient  to  meet  all  anticipated  ex- 
penditures of  the  department  for  the  remainder 
of  the  financial  year. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  OF  POLICE. 

The  annual  report  of  the  chief  of  police  (City 
Doc.  No.  6)  was  received  and  sent  down. 

Theie  are  now  in  the  department  66*  men,  rank 
and  file,  the  general  divisions  being  the  central 
office  in  City  Hall,  and  fifteen  divisions. 

The  work  of   the   police   f^r   the   year   is  thus 
classified : 
Arrests 29,799 '  Lodgers 58.449 


Males 41,48K 

Females 0,903 

Americans 22,424 

Foreigners 30,025 

Non-residents 46.501 

Minors 8,008 


$69,608.24 
$78,485.00 


$86,150.53 
$73,559.00 


Males 23,763 

Females 6,036 

Americans 10,9b7 

Foreigners 18,802 

Non-residen  ts 5,961 

Minors 5,422 

Committed 20,862 

Amount  of  property  taken  from  prison- 
era  and  lodgers  and  restored  to  them. .. 
Amount  of  property  reported  stolen  in 

the  city 

Amount  of    property   recovered   which 

was  stolen  in  and  out  of  the  city 

Amount  of  fines  imposed  by  the  courts.. . 

Amount  of  imprisonment  by  the  same..  .2135  yfs.  8  mos 

Number  of  days'  attendance  in  court  by 

officers 16,916 

Amount  of  witness  fees  earned  by  them.  $19,282.07 

Amount  received  for  dog  licenses $13,052.50 

The  largest  items  in  the  nature  of  crime  are — 
assault  and  battery,  2156;  common  drunkards, 
346;  disorderly,  6198:  disturbing  the  peace,  419; 
drunkenness,  11,892;  fornication,  111;  fraud.  102: 
gambling,  83;  gaming  on  the  Lord's  Day,  159; 
housebreaking,  71;  idle  and  disorderly,  227;  in- 
sane, 214;  simple  larceny,  1348;  felonious  larceny, 
659;  malicious  mischief,  321;  night  walking,  127; 
shopbreaking,  232;  suspicion  of  larceny,  353;  sus- 
picious persons,  1490;  violation  of  liquor  law,  23; 
violation  of  Sunday  law,  212;  violation  of  city  or- 
dinances, 540. 


Of  the  prisoners  11.096  were  born  in  the  United 
States,  1155  in  the  British  Provinces,  118  in  Cana- 
da, 14,680  in  Ireland,  1161  in  England,  534  in  Ger- 
many, 417  in  Scotland. 

All  the  improvements  made  in  the  department 
during  the  year  are  recited  and  commended  for 
their  efficient  working. 

Of  the  lodgers  22,578  were  natives  of  the  United 
States,  3184  of  the  British  Provinces,  280  of  Cana- 
da, 24,108  of  Ireland,  4916  of  England,  337  of 
France,  727  of  Germany,  ani  1554  of  Scotland. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS  REFERRED. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  several  standing  committees 
of  this  Board  resume  the   unfinished  business  of 
the  last  year  which  is  appropriate  to  said  commit- 
tees, and  which  is  hereby  referred  accordingly. 
Passed. 

DIRECTORS  FOR  PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  the  following: 

The  Board  of  Directors  for  Public  Institutions 
respectfully  request  that  section  7  of  the  ordi- 
nance of  December  12,  1862,  in  relation  to  this 
board  (see  Laws  and  Ordinances,  1869,  page  403), 
.may  he  amended  by  striking  out  the  following 
words : 

'•When  the  supplies  or  materials  to  be  obtained 
exceed  in  value  the  sum  of  $300,  the  board  shall 
advertise  in  the  newspapers  employed  by  the  city 
to  publish  its  advertisements  for  sealed  proposals 
to  furnish  such  supplies  or  materials,  describing 
particulai  ly  the  quality  and  quantity  required, 
and  the  times  and  places  of  delivery.'  Such  pro- 
posals as  may  be  received  shall  be  opened  at  a 
public  meeting  of  the  board  and  the  contracts 
shall  be  awaided  to  the  lowest  bidder;  provided, 
the  board  shall  deem  it  for  the  best  interest  of  the 
city,  and  the  peison  contracting  shall  furnish  sat- 
isfactory security  for  the  faithful  performance  of 
the  contract." 

The  directors  also  further  request  that  section 
8  of  the  same  ordinance,  may  be  so  amended  as 
to  require  from  theboard  an  annual  report  only. 
'  J.  P.  Beadlee,  President. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Ordinances  and  sent  down. 

reference  of  topics  in  the  mayor's  address. 

Alderman  Stebbins,  for  the  joint  special  com- 
mittee to  consider  what  disposition  shall  be  made 
of  the  several  topics  in  the  Mayor's  address,  sub- 
mitted a  report  recommending  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  orders.  In  preseniing  the  order 
requesting  the  Mayer  to  petition  for  authority  to 
take  lands  for  parks,  the  committee  express'  no 
opinion  upon  the  expediency  of  establishing  pub- 
lic parks  at  this  time ;  but  they  desire  to  bring  the 
question  directly  before  the  City  Council  in  sea- 
son to  secure  legislative  action  at  this  session  if  it 
should  be  deemed  advisable: 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  Mayor's  address 
as  relates  to  a  reorganization  of  the  police  force 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Police  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen. 

Passed  and  sent  down. 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  Mayor's  addiess 
,  as  relates  to  the  preparation  of  a  general  plan 
for  street  improvement  m  the  outlying  sections  of 
the  city  be  referred  to  the  Board  of  Street  Com- 
missioners. 

Passed  and  sent  down. 

Ordered  That  so  much  of  the  Mayor's  address  as 
relates  to  the  Law  Department  be  referred  to  the 
Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Ordinances;  that  so 
much  as  relates  to  an  additional  supply  of  pure 
water  be  referred  to  the  Joidt  Standing  Commit- 
tee on  Water;  and  that  so  much  as  relates  to  the 
public  institutions  be  referred  to  the  Joint  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  Public  Institutions. 

Passed  and  sent  down. 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  Mayor's  address 
as  relates  to  the  census  and  the  divi-ion  of  the 
wards  in  this  city  be  referred  to  a  joint  special 
committee,  consisting  of  two  Aldermen  and  three 
Councilmen. 

Passed,  and  Aldermen  Quincy  and  Viles  ap- 
pointed on  said  committee.    Sent  down. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  he  request- 
ed to  appoint  three  commissioners  to  investigate 
and  repott  (1)  upon  the  quality  and  price  of  the 
gas  furnished  in  this  city,  as  compared  with  other 
large  cities  in  this  country  and  Europe;  (2) 
whether  any  improvements  can  be  made  in  the 
present  methods  of  manufacturing  gas  by  the 
different  companies  in  this  city;  (3)  whether  it 
would  be  expedient  for  the  city  to  undertake  the 
manufacture  and  supply  of  gas    for  public  and 


9 


BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN 


private  lighting;  and  (4)  whether  any  fur- 
ther legislation  is  desirable  to  enable  gas  consum- 
ers, or  the  municipal  authorities,  to  secure  a 
prompt  and  impartial  investigation  of  complaints 
against  private  companies,  and  an  efficient  rem- 
edy fo1'  any  abuses  of  which  they  may  oe  found 
guilty ;  said  commissioners  to  serve  without  com- 
pensation, the  personal  and  clerical  expenses  in- 
curred by  them  in  making  the  investigations  to 
be  paid,  upon  the  approval  of  the  Mayor,  from 
the  appropriation  for  Incidentals. 

Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  General  Court,  now  in  session, 
for  the  passege  of  an  act  authorizing  the  city  to 
purchase,  or  otherwise  take,  lands  within  the 
limits  of  the  city  for  the  purpose  of  laying  out 
public  parks;  and  also  authorizing  the  assess- 
ment of  betterments  upon  the  adjoining  lands 
benefited  by  the  establishment  of  such  parks. 

Read  once,  and  specially  assigned,  on  motion  of 
Alderman  Stebbins,  to  Monday  next  at  five 
o'clock  P.  M. 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  Mayor's  address 
as  relates  to  the  Centennial  Celebration  be  referred 
to  a  joint  special  committee,  consisting  of  two* 
Aldermen  and  three  Councilmen. 

Passed,  and  Aldermen  Harris  and  Stebbins  ap- 
pointed on  said  committee.    Sent  down. 

THE  FARM  POND  CONDUIT. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  request  of 
the  Cochituate  Water  Board  for  an  appropriation 
of  $1,530,000,  for  a  new  conduit,  a  new  siphon,  and 
for  construction  of  storage  basins  on  Sudbury 
River  (City  Doc.  No.  7),  was  taken  from  the  table 
and  referred  to  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
W ater  and  sent  down. 


THE  POST-OFFICE  SQUARE. 

Alderman  Clark  presented  various  petitions 
that  the  name  of  Post  Office  square  be  changed  to 
Farragut  square,  and  on  his  motion  it  was  v6ted 
to  give  the  petitioners  a  hearing  before  the  full 
Board  on  Monday  next,  at  half-past  four  o'clock. 
The  petitions  presented  were  as  follows: 

A.  H.  Rice  and  others,  merchants; 

John  Simmons  and  others,  abutters  and  owners ; 

General  Burt,  postmaster ; 

Loyal  Legion,  U.S.; 

U.  S.  sailors  and  marines  residing  in  this  dis- 
trict ; 

Admiral  Steedman  and  other  naval  officers  re- 
siding in  Boston ; 

Citizens  of  Charlestown  District ; 

Judge  Devens  et  al.,  members  of  Grand  Army 
of  thj  Republic. 

COMMITTEE  ON  ACCOUNTS. 

Alderman  Stebbins  announced  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Accounts  of  this  Board  bad  organized 
by  the  election  of  Alderman  Clark  as  chairman. 

."LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  reports  as  follows: 

Amusement  License  Granted — Leathe,  Clark  & 
Co.,  to  give  entertainments  at  Institute  Hall; 
Frank  Eckland  et  al.,  to  give  concert  at  Wait's 
Hall,  Jan.  25. 

Auctioneers  Licensed— D.  C.  Sisson  &  Co.,  22 
School  street ;  John  R.  Wolston,  Chelsea  street 
(renewal). 

Billiard  License  Granted — Valentine  Harding, 
73  Dover  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

JANUARY    14,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  half-past  seven 
o'clock  P.  M.,  Halsev  J.  Boardnian,  President,  in 
the  chair. 

THE  WARD  ONE  CONTESTED  SEAT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  the  rule  was 
suspended  and  Mr.  Page  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Elections,  on  petition  of  Enaery 
D.  Leighton,  for  a  recount  of  the  votes  cast  for 
himself  and  Frederick  Pease,  that  the  result  of  a 
recount  shows  that  Emery  D.  Leighton  had  855 
votes  and  Frederick  Pease  had  844  votes,  and  it 
appears  that  Mr.  Leiahton  is  entitled  to  the  seat 
now  occupied  by  Mr.  Pease.  The  committee  rec- 
ommend the  passage  of  the  accompanying  resolu- 
tion: 

Whereas,  It  appears  from  a  recount  of  the  origi- 
nal ballots  cast  at  the  last  municipal  election  in 
Ward  1,  that  Emery  D.  Leighton  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  Common  Council  from  said  ward, 
in  place  of  Frederick  Pease,  who  received  a  certi- 
ficate of  election;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  Emery  D.  Leighton  is  entitled 
to  the  seat  at  this  Board  now  occupied  by  Fred- 
erick Pease. 

The  resolve  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

MEMBERS  SWORN  IN. 

On  motion,  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15  was  appoint- 
ed a  committee  to  conduct  Messrs.  Peabody  of 
Ward  9  and  Leighton  of  Ward  1  before  the  Mayor 
to  be  qualifie  ',  which  was  done,  and  those  gentle- 
men took  the  seats  assigned  them. 

THE  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Orders  for  the  appointment  of  the  joint  stand- 
ing committees  were  received,  read  twice  and 
passed  in  concurrence,  and  the  President  an- 
nounced the  members  thereof  on  the  part  of  the 
Common  Council. 

Before  announcing  the  committees  the  Presi- 
dent said — 

A  very  brief  explanation  before  announcing  the 
members  of  the  joint  standing  committees  on 
the  part  of  the  Common  Council  may  not  be  inap- 
propriate. By  common  consent  there  are  only 
very  few  committees  within  the  province  of  the 
Chair  to  appoint  at  this  time  which  are  regarded 
as  desirable,  and  it  is  usual  when  a  member 
desires  to  be  upon  any  committee  it  is  one 
where  there  is  a  large  amount  of  work  com- 
ing within  the  domain  of  that  committee.  It 
has  always  been  regarded  that  seniority  in  office 
or  previous  service  on  some  committtes,  and  the 
representatives  of  the  different  sections  of  th<3 
city  should  be  taken  into  account  in  making  the 
selection.  It  is  therefoie  out  of  the  question  that 
every  member  should  be  recognized  upon  impor- 
tant committees,  but  the  Chair  has  been  governed 
by  tie  considerations  which  have  been  stated, 
and  the  members  may  judge  for  themselves  of  the 
satisfaction  he  may  have  given.  He  is  satisfied, 
however,  that  he  has  tried  laboriously  to  be  gov- 
erned by  those  considerations  as  well  as  the  pecu- 
liar fitness  of  the  members  for  the  various  posi- 
tions to  which  they  have  been  assigned.  Inas- 
much as  there  are  not  enough  committees  to  be 
appointed  at  this  time  to  allow  each  member  to 
be  uooii  more  than  two  committees,  the  Chair  has 
appointed  no  one  member  upon  more  than  two 
committees,  and  he  has  also  made  no  member 
chairman  of  more  than  one  committee. 

The  several  joint  standing  committees,  as  thus 
completed,  are  appended : 

Joint  Standing  Committees. 

Armories — Aldermen  Worthington,  Quincv  and 
O'Brien;  Councilmen— Trull  of  Wara  20,  Hiscock 
of  Ward  14,  Woods  of  Ward  8,  Barry  of  Ward  7, 
Rice  of  Ward  19. 

Assessors'  Department— Aldermen  Harris,  Steb- 
bins  and  Pope ;  Councilmen — Burgess  of  Ward  3, 
Kingsbury  of  Ward  15,  Harrigan  of  Ward  1,  Cur- 
tis of  Ward  17,  and  Hicks  of  Ward  8. 

Bathing— Aldermen  Power,  Prescott  and  Pope; 
Councilmen— Walbridge  of  Ward  12,  Parker  of 
Ward  14,  Mooney  of  Ward  2,  Harmon  of  Ward  6 
and  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  7. 


Claims— Aldermen  Worthington,  Quincy  and 
O'Brien;  Councilmen— Thacher  of  Ward  15, 
Brackett  of  Ward  10,  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7,  Train 
of  Ward  13,  and  Kimball  of  Ward  6. 

Common,  etc.— Aldermen  Clark,  Power  and 
Quincy;  Councilmen— Shaw  of  Ward  5,  Collins  of 
Ward  2,  Guild  of  Ward  6,  Edwards  of  Ward  15, 
and  dishing  of  Ward  4. 

East  Boston  Ferries— Aldermen  VUes,  Stebbins 
and  Burrage ;  Councilmen  Day  of  Ward  1,  Bent 
of  Ward  2,  Newton  of  Ward  14, .  Felt  of  Ward  11, 
andLappenof  Ward  12. 

Engineer's  Department— Aldermen  Bigelow  and 
Prescott;  Councilmen  Curtis  of  Ward  17,  Murray 
of  Ward  3,  and  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  7. 

Fire  Department— Aldermen  Quincy  and  Bige- 
low; Councilmen  Smith  of  Ward  10,  Howes  of 
Ward  11,  and  Collins  of  Ward  2. 

Fuel— Aldermen  Pope  and  O'Brien  ;  Councilmen 
Lappen  of  Ward  12,  Kiugsley  of  Ward  3,  and  Moo- 
ney of  Ward  2. 

Harbor— Aldermen  Burrage  and  Harris;  Coun- 
cilmen Anderson  of  Ward  3,  Duggan  of  Ward  5, 
and  Whitcomb  of  Ward  13. 

Health— Alderman  Worthington  and  Viles; 
Councilmen  Perkins  of  Ward  16,  Flynn  of  Ward  7, 
and  Sibley  of  Ward  20. 

City  Hospital— Aldermen  Burrage  and  O'Brien; 
Councilmen  Jaques  of  Ward  9,  Clarke  of  Ward  15, 
aad  Howes  of  Ward  11. 

Public  Institutions— Aldermen  Worthington, 
Prescott  and  Pope;  Councilmen  Woode  of  Ward  8, 
Beal  of  Ward  16,  Thacier  of  Ward  15,  Burgess  of 
Ward  3,  and  Damon  of  Ward  12. 

Mt.  Hope  Cemetery— AldermeD  Burrage  and 
Bigelow;  Councilmen  Newton  of  Ward  14,  Perkins 
of  Ward  16,  and  Osborne  of  Ward  8. 

Legislative  Matters— Aldermen  Stebbins  and 
Worthington ;  Councilmen  Brackett  of  Ward  10. 
Shaw  of  Ward  5,  and  Wilson  of  Ward  12. 

Ordinances — Aldermen  Quincy,  Bigelow  and 
O'Brien ;  Councilmen  Kimball  of 'Ward  6,  Crocker 
of  Ward  6,  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7,  Sprague  of  Ward 
4,  and  Pierce  of  Ward  11. 

Overseers  of  Poor— Aldermen  Viles  and  Harris; 
Councilmen  Barry  of  War!  7,  Sweetser  of  Ward 
10,  and  Day  of  Ward  1. 

Public  Buildings— Aldermen  Prescott,  Clark 
and  Pope ;  Councilmen  Burditt  of  Ward  16,  Morri- 
son of  Ward  9,  Cushman  of  Ward  1,  Wilbur  of 
Ward  13,  and  Stacey  of  Ward  21. 

Public  Instruction — Aldermen  Prescott,  Worth-  . 
ingion  and  Quincy;   President  of  the  Council,  ex- 
officio,  andMessi  s.  Page  of  Ward  9,  Willcutt  of 
Ward  17,  Loring   of    Ward   16,  and    dishing  of 
Ward  4. 

Public  Lands— Aldermen  O'Brien,  Stebbins  and 
Pope;  Councilmen  Crocker  of  Ward  6,  Sibley  of 
Ward  20,  Goldthwait  of  Ward  11,  Moley  of  Ward 
19,  and  Clarke  of  Ward  15. 

Printing — Aldermer)  Power  and  Worthington  ; 
Councilmen  Wadsworth  of  Ward  4,  Kingsbury 
of  Ward  15,  and  Duggan  of  Ward  5. 

Public  Library — Aldermen  Quincy.  Prescott  and 
Bigelow;  Councilmen  Sprague  of  Ward  4,  Felt  of 
Ward  11,  Guild  of  Ward  6,  Loring  of  Ward  16,  and 
Whitmore  of  Ward  4. 

Salaries  —  APJermen  Stebbins  and  Prescott; 
Councilmen  Cushman  of  Ward  1,  Anderson  of 
Ward  3,  and  Walbridge  of  Ward  12. 

Streets— Aldsrmen  Clark,  Harris  and  Worth- 
ington; Councilmen  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  Burditt  of 
Ward  16,  Page  of  Ward  9,  Willcutt  of  Ward  17, 
and  Cawley  of  W  ard  2. 

Surveyor's  Department — Aldermen  O'Brien  and 
Burrage ;  Councilmen  Long  of  Ward  8,  Walsh  of 
Ward  5,  and  Coyle  of  Ward  13. 

Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings— Aldermen 
Pope,  Power  and  Viles;  Councilmen  Cawley  of 
Ward  2,  Goldthwait  of  Ward  11,  Morrison  of 
Ward  9,  Smith  of  Ward  10,  and  Long  of  Ward  8. 

Treasury  Department — Aldermen  Bigelow  and 
Burrage;  Councilmen  Peaborly  of  Ward  9,  Parker 
of  Ward  14,  and  Osboriie  of  Ward  8. 

Water — Aldermen  Stebbins,  Clark  and  Bigelow; 
Councilmen  Sweetser  of  Ward  10,  Wilbur  of  Ward 
13,  Wilson  of  Ward  12,  Edwards  of  Ward  15,  and 
Leighion  of  Ward  1. 

Standing  Committees  of  the  Common  Council. 
Police— Messrs.  Moley  of  Ward  19,  Devereaux  of 
Ward  22,  Murray  of  Ward  3,  Whitcomb  of 
Ward  13,  and    Power  of  Ward  22. 

Paving— Messrs.  Beal  of  Ward  16,  Harrigan  of 
Ward  1,  Pierce  of  Ward  11,  Kelley  of  Ward  21, 
and  Walsh  of  Ward  5. 

Judiciary— Messrs.  Kimball  of  Ward  6,  Crocker 
of  Ward  6,  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7,  Sprague  of 
Ward  4,  and  Pierce  of  Ward  11. 
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PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OP  ALDERMEN  FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Annual  reports  of  superintendents  of  Warren, 
Charles-River,  Washington-avenue  and  Chelsea 
bridges;  annual  reports  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Lamps  and  Chief  of  Police,  and  report  of  tires 
and  alarms  for  December.  Severally  placed  on 
file. 

Request  of  School  Committee  for  better  accom- 
modations for  school  for  deaf  mutes;  petitions  of 
L.  M.  Wood  and  F.  A.  Hall,  and  requests  of  Di- 
rectors for  Public  Institutions  for  change  in  or- 
dinance relating  to  that  department,  and  of  Co- 
chituate  Water  Board' for  an  appropriation  to 
build  storage  reservoirs  on  Sudbury  River  and 
conduit  to  Farm    Pond.    Severally  referred. 

Report  and  orders  on  topics  in  Mayor's  address, 
viz. — 

1.  Referring  so  much  as  relates  to  the  prepara- 
tion of  a  general  plan  for  street  improvements  in 
outlying  sections  to  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners. 

2.  Referring  so  much  as  relates  to  the  Law  De- 
partment to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances;  so 
much  as  relates  to  an  additional  supply  of  pure 
water  to  the  Committee  on  Water;  so  much  as  re- 
lates to  the  public  institutions  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Institutions. 

3.  Referring  so  much  as  relates  to  the  census 
and  the  division  of  wards  to  a  joint  special  com- 
mittee. 

4.  Referring  so  much  as  relates  to  the  Centen- 
nial Celebration  of  the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill  to 
joint  special  committee. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  orders  several- 
ly read  twice  and  passed.  Messrs.  Whitmore  of 
Ward  4,  Cawley  of  Ward  2,  and  Perkins  of  Ward 
16  were  joined  to  the  Committee  on  the  Censtis 
and  the  Division  of  Wards;  and  Messrs.  Sibley  of 
Ward  26,  Sampson  of  Ward  10,  and  Clarke  of  Ward 
15  to  the  Committee  on  the  Centennial  Celebra- 
tior . 

PETITION  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3 — Petition  of 
Charlestown  Cadets  for  an  allowance  for  repairs 
on  armory. 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Armories  and 
sent  up. 

CHAIRMAN  OF  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Goklthwait  of  Ward  11  reported  that  the 
Finance  Committee  of  the  Common  Council  had 
organized  by  the  choice  of  Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward 
9  as  chairman.    Accepted. 

RULES  AND  ORDERS  OF  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20  submitted  a  report  [City 
Doc.  No.  11],  from  the  committee  to  prepare 
rules  and  orders  ef  the  Common  Council,  and  on 
his  motion  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  changes  in  the  rules  of  last  year  are  as  fol- 
lows : 

No  member,  having  obtained  the  floor,  shall 
speak  more  than  fifteen  minutes,  without  permis- 
sion of  the  Council. 

No  member  shall  speak  more  than  twice  on  one 
question,  if  objection  is  made,  without  first  ob- 
taining leave  of  the  Council.  [This  rule  was 
adopted  last  year,  but  subsequently  rescinded.] 

CONTESTED  SEATS. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  for  the  Committee  on  Elec- 
tions, submitted  reports  as  follows: 

On  petition  of  Martin  L.  Ham,  claiming  the 
seat  now  occupied  by  James  A.  Lappen  of  Ward 
12,  the  committee  report  the  result  of  a  recount 
of  the  original  ballots  to  be— Frederick  G.  Wal- 
bridge,  including  88  for  F.  G.  Walbridge,  900; 
George  L  Damon,  740;  Henry.  W.  Wilson,  in- 
cluding 15  for  H.  W.  Wilson,  and  1  for  Henry  Wil- 
son, 738;  James  A.  Lappen,  680;  Martin  L.  Ham, 
667;  Martin  F.  Gl\nn,  including  47  for  M.  F. 
Glvnn,  562;  John  Howard,  543;  Stanley  Gore,  467; 
William  E.  Bartlett,  including  55  for  W.  E.  Bart- 
lett  and  1  for  William  Bartlett,  250;  William  P. 
Cherrington,  including  13  for  W.  P.  Cherrington, 

68; Cherrington,  1;   Horace   W.  Stickney,  5; 

Julius  Adams,  1 ;  Alonzo  Warren,  1.  It  appears, 
therefore,  that  Frederick  G.  Walbridge,  George 
L.  Damon,  Henry  W.  Wilson  and  James  A.  Lap- 
pen,  who  now  occupy  seats  at  this  board,  were 
duly  elected.    Accepted. 

On  petition  of  Thomas  Haney,  claiming  the  seat 
of  Patrick  Barry  of  Ward  7,  tlie  committee  report 


the  following  result  of  a  recount  of  the  ballots  for 
those  persons :  Patrick  Barry  had  348  votes;  P. 
Barry,  58 ;  Thomas  Haney,  395 ;  T.  Haney,  1 ;  Haney, 
1.  It  appears,  therefore,  that  the  whole  number 
of  votes  to  which  Patriek  Barry  is  entitled  is  406, 
and  the  whole  number  to  which  Thomas  Haney  is 
entitled  is  396.  A  hearing  was  given  to  the  con- 
testant on  his  representation  that  illegal  votes 
were  cast  for  Mr.  Barry,  and  that  certain  fraudu- 
lent and  wrongful  acts  were  committed  by  the 
ward  officers  in  receiving  and  counting  the  bal- 
lots; but  the  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that 
the  testimony  presented  failed  tos  ustain  the  alle- 
gations, and  they  recommend  that  the  petitioner 
have  leave  to  withdraw.    Accepted. 

NOMINATIONS  OF  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  submitted  a  report,  in  part, 
from  the  joint  special  committee  to  nominate 
candidates  for  directors  of  East  Boston  ferries 
recommending  the  election  of  Solomon  B.  Steb- 
bms  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and 
Rufus  Cushman  and  Nathan  S.  Wilbur  on  the 
part  of  the  Common  Council. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  nominations 
were  laid  over. 

Mr.  Long  of  Ward  8  submitted  a  report,  in  part, 
from  the  joint  special  committee  to  nominate 
candidates  for  trustees  of  Mount  Hope  Cemetery, 
recommending  the  election  of  Abraham  O.  Bige- 
low  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and 
Augustus  Parker  and  John  Sweetser  on  the  part 
of  the  Common  Council. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Subsequently  Mr.  Long  of  Ward  8  moved  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule  that  an  election  for  trustees  of 
Mount  Hope  Cemetery  might  be  had.  It  was  op- 
posed by  Messrs.  Crocker  and  Kimball  of  Ward  6, 
who  thought  the  rule  a  good  one  and  it  should  not 
be  suspended  unless  for  special  reasons. 

The  motion  was  lost. 

HIGH  SERVICE. 

Mr.  Willcutt  of  Ward  17  offered  the  foPowing: 
Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Water  be  requested  to  prepare  and  submit  to  the 
City  Council  a  plan  for  supplying  water  to  those 
portions  of  the  city  above  the  grade  of  two  hun- 
dred feet  above  mean  low  water. 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Water  and  sent 
down. 

VACANCIES   ON  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  Woods  of  Ward  8  called  attention  to  the  va- 
cancy in  the  joint  special  committee  to  nominate 
members  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board,  caused 
by  the  recount  of  votes  in  Ward  1,  and  the  presi- 
dent appointed  Mr.  Kingsbury  of  Ward  15  to  fill 
the  vacancy. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  called  attention  to  the  va- 
cancy in' the  Committee  on  Accounts,  caused  by 
the  unseating  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  and  on  his 
motion  the  matter  was  referred  to  the  special 
committee  to  nominate  candidates  for  members 
of  the  Committee  en  Accounts. 

APPROVAL  OF  BILLS. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  President  of  the  Common 
Council  be  authorized  to  approve  bills  for  ex- 
penses incurred  by  the  Common  Council  and  the 
standing  committees  of  the  Common  Council 
not  having  charge  of  any  appropriation  of 
money ;  also  by  individual  members  of  this  Coun- 
cil while  engaged  in  the  discharge  of  official  duty ; 
the  amount  of  said  bills  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Contingent  Expenses  of  the  Com- 
mon Cornell. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

NOMINATING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  Long  of  Ward  8  offered  an  order  for  a  joint 
special  committee  to  nominate  a  Water  Regi  rrar. 
Read  twice  and  passed,  and  Messrs.  Long  of  Ward 
8,  Bent  of  Ward  2,  and  Smith  of  Ward  10  were  ap- 
pointed on  the  part  of  the  Common  Council. 

Mr.  Long  of  Ward  8  offered  an  order  for  a  joint 
special  committee  to  nominate  a  candidate  for 
City  Solicitor.  Read  twice  and  passed,  and  Messrs. 
Long  of  Ward  8,  Kimball  of  Ward  6,  and  Fitzger- 
ald of  Ward  7  were  appointed  on  the  part  of  the 
Common  Council. 

Severally  sent  up. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5,  the  Council 
adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JANUARY    16,    1875. 


Special  meeting  called  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
who  presided. 

THE  DEATH  OF  THE,  CITY  TREASURER. 

The  following;  was  received  and  read : 

Executive  Department,  City  Hall,  ) 
Boston,  16th  January,  1875. 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council :  Gentle- 
men— It  is  my  painful  duty  to  call  you  together  in 
special  session  to  receive  the  official  announce- 
ment of  the  death  of  Frederic  U.  Tracy,  late  City 
Treasurer,  which  occurred  in  this  city  on  the  14th 
inst.  The  city  has  lost  a  devoted  and  faithful 
servant. 

Many  millions  of  money  have  passed  through 
his  hands,  and  I  am  not  aware  that  there  has  ever 
been  a  dollar  lost  to  the  city  through  any  act  or 
neglect  of  his.  Always  at  his  post  of  duty,  he  has 
been  an  example  to  his  subordinates  in  all  the 
virtues  pertaining  to  their  very  responsible  posi- 
tions. 

Firm  and  incorruptible  in  his  integrity,  we  all 
had  an  unquestioning  confidence  in  him,  and 
probably  no  man  ever  ventured  to  approach  him 
with  a  dishonest  or  equivocal  suggestion.  We 
shall  be  fortunate  indeed,  if,  with  the  greatest 
care  in  the  selection,  we  can  make  good  to  the 
lity  the  loss  sustained  in  the  death  of  Mr.  Tracy. 
Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  the  following, 
which  were  unanimously  adopted  by  a  rising 
vote: 

Resolved,  Th&t  the  City  Council  have  learned 
with  profound  sorrow  the  death  of  Frederic  U. 
Tracy,  the  Treasurer  of  the  city  of  Boston,  and 
they  desire  to  testify  in  the  fullest  and  most  sin- 
cere manner  their  sense  of  the  great  loss  which 
the  city  has  sustained  in  his  decease.  For  nearly 
a  quarter  of  a  century  the  members  of  the  suc- 
cessive City  Councils  which  have  sustained  him 
in  the  position  of  Treasurer  have  always  found 
v him  faithful  to  his  great  trusts,  urbane  and  civil 
in  his  deportment,  and  so  correct  and  systematic 
in  his  accounts,  that  he  secured  the  unqualified 
confidence  of  the  community,  and  contributed  in 
no  small  degree  to  the  unquestioned  reputation 
which  the  credit  of  the  city  now  enjoys. 

Resolved,  That  in  recognition  of  his  valuable 
services,  and  as  a  mark  of  respect  due  i.o  the  de- 
ceased, a  joint  special  committee  be  appointed  to 
represent  the  City  Council  at  the  funeral  of  Mr. 
Tracy,  and  that  bis  Honor  the  Mayor,  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  the  President 
of  the  Common  Council  be  requested  to  unite  with 
said  committee  on  this  occasion. 


Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be 
transmitted  to  the  family  of  the  deceased. 

The  Chair  appointed  Aldermen  Bigelow  and 
Burrage  members  of  the  special  committee  on 
the  part  of  the  Board  to  attend  the  funeral,  and 
the  communication,  resolutions  and  order  were 
sent  down. 

city  treasurer  pro  tem. 

The  Chair  read  the  following : 

City  Solicitor's  Office,  \ 
30  Pemberton  square,      [ 
Boston,  Jan.  15, 1875. ) 
Sir — I  take  occasion  to  repeat  in  writing  what  I 
said  to   you   orally   this   morning,    that   in   my 
opinion  the  Board  of  Aldermen  is  authorized  by 
the  42d  section  of  the  18th  chapter  of  the  General 
Statutes,  to  appoint  a  Treasurer  pro  tempore,  that 
office  being  now  vacant  by  the  death  of  the    late 
incumbent.    By  the  General  Statutes,  chapter  3, 
section  7,  clause  17,  the  word  town,  in  any  statute, 
includes  cities;  and  by  the 33d  section  of  the  City 
Charter  the  Board  of  Aldermen  is  invested  with 
all  the  powers  of  Selectmen. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  Healy. 
Hon.  Samuel  C.  Cqbb,  Mayor. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  the  Treasury  Department, 
recommending  the  election  of  Charles  H.  Denniet 
City  and  County  Treasurer  pro  tempore,  and  tha. 
he  be  required  to  give  bonds  in  the  sum  of  $50,000, 
Accepted. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Bigelow,  the  Board  pro- 
ceeded to  the  election  of  a  Treasurer  pro  tem. 
Aldermen  Bigelow  and  Quincy  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  receive,  sort  and  count  votes.  They 
reported  as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes 11 

Necessary  to  a  choice 6 

Charles  H.  Dennie  had 11 

And  he  was  declared  elected. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Com- 
mon Countil  to  inform  that  branch  that  this 
Board  have  appointed  Charles  H.  Dennie  City 
Treasurer  pro  tempore. 

Passed  and  sent  down. 

Alderman  Burrage  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  subject  of  selecting  a  candi- 
date for  the  office  of  City  Treasurer  be  referred  to 
the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the  Treasury 
Department,  and  that  said  committee  be  instruct- 
ed to  consider  the  expediency  of  increase  the 
amount  of  the  official  bonds  of  that  officer. 

Passed  and  sent  down. 

Alderman  Bigelow  offered  the  following  : 

Ordered,  That  Charles  H.  Dennie,  City  and 
County  Treasurer,  be  required  to  give  bonds,  with 
sufficient  sureties,  in  the  penal  sum  of  $50,000. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

JANUARY    10,    1875. 


Special  meeting,  called  by  the  Mayor ;  Halsey  J. 
Boardman,  President,  in  thie  chair. 

THE  LATE  CITY  TREASURER. 

The  following  papers  were  received  from  the 
Board  of  Aldermen : 

Executive  communication,  announcing  the 
death  of  Frederic  U.  Tracy,  late  City  Treasurer. 
Placed  on  file. 

Resolutions  of  respect  for  the  memory  of  Fred- 
eric U.  Tracy,  and  raising  a  joint  special  commit- 


tee to  attend  the  funeral,  with  an  order  for  the 
transmission  of  the  resolutions  to  the  family  of 
the  deceased.  Severally  read  twice  and  unani- 
mously passed,  in  concurrence,  by  a  rising  vote. 
The  President  joined  the  members  of  the  Joint 
Committee  on  the  Treasury  Department  on  the 
part  of  the  Council  to  the  joint  special  commit- 
tee to  attend  the  funeral,  viz.,  Messrs.  Peabody  of 
Ward  9,  Parker  of  Ward  14,  and  Osborne  of  Ward  8. 

Order  referring  the  subject  of  selecting  a  candi- 
date for  the  office  of  City  Treasurer  to  the  Joint 
Committee  on  the  Treasury  Department,  with  in- 
structions to  consider  the  expediency  of  increas- 
ing the  official  bonds  of  that  officer.  Read  twice 
and  passed,  in  concurrence. 

Message  informing  the  Council  of  the  election 
of  Charles  H.  Dennie  City  Treasurer  pro  tem. 
Placed  on  file. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16,  the  Coun- 
cil adjourned. 
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BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN. 


GITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JANUARY    18,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting;  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
his  honor,  Mayor  Cobb,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS    CONFIRMED. 

Special  Police  Officers— John  D.  Pierce,  Web- 
ster Hall ;  John  E.  McCarthy,  Department  of  Pub- 
lic Institutions. 

Weigher  of  Coal— Ottwell  J.  Wood. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Clarissa  J.  Kittreilge  et  al.,  for  reduction 
of  betterment  for  the  extension  of  Washington 
street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  ■part  of  the 
Board.  E.  C.  Millett,  for  the  removal  of  four 
trees  from  Riowl's  avenue  and  Ashland  street, 
Ward  17. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  C.  J.  Donovan  &  Co.,  for 
leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  Bartlett  place, 
off  Norfolk  avenue,  Ward  13. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  John  C.  Stiles, 
for  ch  inge  in  omnibus  route. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of.  the 
Board.  David  H.  Jones,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
new  wooden  stable  for  one  horse  on  Porter  street, 
No.  11,  Wardl. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims.  Tbomas  A.  Kel- 
ley,  to  be  paid  for  injury  to  nis  horse  and  vehicle 
on  account  of  alleged  defect  in  Ninth  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Edward  Lee 
Childs,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  at  30  Kilby 
street. 

M.  Ellis  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  move  a  wooden 
building  from  Front  street  to  Dorrance  street, 
Charlestown. 

Edward  D.  Sohier  et  al.,  trustees,  to  be  paid  for 
gr>ide  damages  on  Kilby  street. 

Thomas  Manning  et  al.,  to  be  paid  for  grade 
damages  at  Nos.  6,  8  and  10  Oliver  street. 

Thomas  Gaffield  etal.,  for  cross  walk  on  Hano- 
ver street,  near  Washington  street. 

BONDS    APPROVED. 

The  bonds  of  Charles  H.  Dennie,  City  Trea.  urer 
pro  tern.,  and  Hinds  R.  Darling  and  N.  G.  Lynch, 
constables,  were  presented  duly  certified  and 
approved  by  th>:  Board. 

COMMUNICATIONS  FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Superintendent  of  Maiden  Bridge.  Vessels 
passed  thiough  the  draw,  993.    Sent  down. 

Resignatuns.  Communications  from  Luther  H. 
Wightman,  resigning  the  office  of  Cleik  of  Ward 
4;  ami  from  John  C.  Kelly,  resigning  the  office  ot 
Inspector  of  Elestions  in  Ward  14.  Severally 
placed  on  file. 

PETITIONS  FOR  STEAM  ENGINES. 

Petitions  for  leave  to  use  steam  engines  by  Fifty- 
Associates  on  Washington  street  near  Elm  street, 
and  heirs  of  Solomon  Wildes  on  Washington 
street  extension,  were  received,  and  orders  of  no- 
ticed passed  for  hearings  i hereon  to  all  parties  ob- 
jecfing  on  Monday,  Feb.  8,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M. 

The  petition  of  George  H.  Ellis  foi  leave  to  lo- 
cate and  use  a  steam  engine  and  boiler  at  7  Tre- 
mont  place  was  cousideied  on  an  order  of  notice. 
No  one  appeared  to  object,  and  the  petition  was 
refeired  to  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  STREET  COMMISSIONERS. 

The  annual  repoit(City  Doc.  No.  9)  of  this  board 
was  received  and  sent  down. 

The  total  estimated  expense  of  laying  out  and 
wiaening  streets  by  order  of  the  board'has  been 
$729,000,  and  quite  a  large  number  of  streets  have 
been  laid  out  at  no  expense  to  the  city.  The  fol- 
lowing betterments  nave  been  assessed  during  the 
year: 

For  widening  Cottage  street,  Dorchester $13,783.00 

Pond  "  "  2,142.00 

"   extending  South  Market  street  to  Atlan- 
tic avenue 7K.148.00 

"   widening  Bedford  street 8,062.00 

"  "         and  extending  Emerson  street.      4,070.00 

"    extending  Devonshire  street 74,250.00' 

"   widening    Pynchon 5,833.00 

"    extending  Washington  street 528,330.00 

"   widening  Warren  street  18,410.50 

"   improvements  in  the  Burnt  District 171,405.00 

Total 8303,333.50 


PAPERS  FROM  THE    COMMON    COUNCIL,    FOR    CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Order  for  appointment  of  a  joint  committee  to 
nominate  a  City  Solicitor.  Passed,  and  Aldermen 
Prescott  anil  Quincy  appointed  on  the  part  of  the 
Board. 

Order  for  appointment  of  a  joint  committee  to 
nominate  a  Water  Registrar.  Passed,  and  Alder- 
men Clark  and  Power  appointed  on  the  part  of 
the  Board. 

Notice  of  appointment  of  Mr.  Kingsbury  in 
place  of  Mr.  Pease  on  committee  to  nominate 
members  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board.  Placed 
on  file. 

An  order  for  Committee  on  Water  to  consider 
expediency  of  preparing  a  plan  for  supplying 
with  water  sucb  localities  as  are  200  feet  above 
mean  low  water  came  up  referred  to  Commit- 
tee on  "Water.    Concurred. 

Petition  of  Charlestown  Cadets.    Referred. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  for  the  Mayor  to  appoint  three  commis- 
sioners to  investigate  and  report:  First — On  the 
quality  and  price  of  gas  furnished  in  this  city  as 
compared  with  that  furnished  in  other  localities. 
Second—  Whether  any  improvements  can  be  made 
in  the  present  methods  of  manufacture.  Third — 
Whether  it  would  be  expedient  for  the  city  to  un- 
dertake the  manufacture  and  supply  of  gas  for 
public  and  private  lighting;  and, Fourth — Wheth- 
er any  further  legislation  is  necessary  to  enable 
gas  consumeis  or  municipal  authorities  tr  obtain 
a  prompt  and  impartial  investigation  into  com- 
plaints made  to  gas  companies,  etc.  Said  com- 
missioners to  serve  without  compensation,  except 
for  necessary  personal  or  clerical  expenses. 
Passed  and  sent  down. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  reports  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board  as  follows  on  petitions  for  leave  to  occu- 
py stabies: 

Recommending  that  leave  be  granted  on 
usual  conditions,  on  petitions  of  D.  D.Pike,  305 
Medford  street,  Charlestown;  William  Washburn, 
215  Fifth  street;  Daniel  M.  O'Connell,  Winship 
street,  near  Washington  street,  Ward  19;  Samson 
Holland, No.  2  Wise  place  ;E  A.  Noyes,  5  and  7 
Noith  Centre  street;  James  M.  Hale,  6  Boylston 
square;  John  1  rainer,  150  Foundry  street;  Mellen 

F.  Doten,  Woodville  square,  Highlands. 
Recommei  ding  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions 

of  William  Houseman,  (at  request  of  petitioner,) 
22  Centre  street;  Hei  ry  K.   Wing,  Northampton 
street ;  D.  Banks  McKenzie,  48  Fourth  street. 
Severally  accepted. 

UNION  STREET  TO  BE  CLOSED. 

Alderman  Power  presented  a  petition  from  the 
Blackstone  JStatioi.al  Bank  for  leave  to  block  Un- 
ion street  for  about  six  hours  on  Tuesday,  19th 
inst.,  and  on  his  motion  the  following  order  was 
passed : 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief  of  Police  be  authorized 
to  close  Union  street  against  the  passage  of  vehi- 
cles on  Tuesday,  the  19th  inst.,  to  enable  the  Black- 
stone National  Bank  to  hoist  a  safe  into  their  new 
building  on  said  street. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  reports  as  follows: 

Auctioneer's  License  Granted— M.  Frank  Paige, 
125  and  127  Pearl  street. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted — Robert  Goodall, 
148y2  Hanover  street ;  John  L.  Cummins,  2cy2  Lev- 
erett  street;  Jeremiah  Lyons,  157  Cambridge 
street;  William  Henry  Low,  1579  Washington 
street. 

Innholders  Licensed— Bell  &  Johnson,  Quincy 
House. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Refused— George  W.  Nor- 
cross,  157  Elioc  street;  George  Le  Roy,  79  Albany 
street. 

Severally  accepted. 

ORDERS  TO  PAY  FOR  STREET  DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Hairis  from  the  Committee  on 
Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  an  or- 
der to  pay  Mary  C.  Haskins  $1024.91,  for  damages 
occasioned  and  land  taken  in  the  name  of  Daniel 

G.  Haskins   by   the    widening   of   Foster   street, 
Brighton,  in  1873     Read  twice  ana  passed. 

Alderman  Clark,  trom  the  sam  ■  committee,  sub- 
mitted orders  to  pay  for  street  aamages  as  fol- 
lows: 

Simpson  C.  Bizby,  $164,  for  widening  Shawm  u 
avenue,  now  Washington  street. 
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Lewis  Clark,  $16,594.50,  for  widening  Leverett 
street. 
Severally  read  once. 

EXAMINATION    OF    THE    LATE    TREASURER'S    AC- 
COUNTS. 

Alderman  Bigelow  offered  tbe  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
the  Treasury  Department  be  authorized  to  make 
a  thorough  examination  of  the  late  Treasurer's 
accounts,  includiug  all  the  cash,  notes,  bonds, 
mortgages,  books  and  papers  j  and  that  they  be 
authorized  Co  procure  the  services  of  such  clerical 
assistants  as  may  be  necessary ;  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  foi-  Incidental?. 
Read  twice  and  passed  and  sent  down. 

THE  NAME  OF  "POST  OFFICE  SQUARE." 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark,  the  Board  took 
up  the  special  assignment  for  il/2  o'clock  P.  M., 
viz.,  hearing  of  all  parties  who  favor  or  who  op- 
pose the  proposed  cnange  in  the  name  of  "Post 
Office  square"  to  "Farragut  square." 

Mr.  E.  P.  Mudge  said  he  had  no  individual  in- 
terest in  the  matter,  looked  upon  it  as  a  citizen 
of«Bost~n  and  the  United  States,  aiad  desired 
to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  those  who 
made  this  country  what  it  is.  In  London  the 
first  object  is  the  statue  of  Nelson  in  Trafalgar 
square;  and  in  passing  from  square  to  square 
they  are  remindpd  of  those  who  made  Great  Brit- 
ain a  great  nation.  We  should  have  something 
to  stamp  indelibly  upon  our  minds  the  history  of 
our  country.  This  question  alone,  of  teaching  our 
history  to  the  rising  generation  and  to  foreigners, 
should  be  sufficiont  to  decide  the  question. 

The  Chair  read  the  petition  of  ex-Mayors  Josiah 
Quincy,  J.  M.  Wightman,  F.  W.  Lincoln,  A.  H. 
Rice  and  William  Gaston,  approving  the  name  of 
Far  agut  square. 

Captain  Gustavus  V.  Fox  said — Mr.  Mayor  and 
gentlemen  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  I  regietthat 
sickness  prevents  Mr.  Rice  from  being  present  at 
this  hearing,  since  it  devolved  upon  him  to  speak 
in  behalf  of  the  numerous  petitioners  in  this  mat- 
ter, with  which  he  was  familiar,  and  he  would  have 
been  most  persuasive. 

My  position  as  assistant  secretary  of  the  navy 
during  the  war  gave  me  a  central  position  as  to 
the  organization  of  naval  operations  and  the  se- 
lection of  commanders.  One  ot  the  first  procla- 
mations of  Jeff  Davis  declareu  that  the  Southern 
Confederacy  had  taken  possession  of  and  would 
hold  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  River. 

It  hardly  required  this  bold  assertion  to  fire  the 
heart  of  the  Norchwest  or  indicate  that  that  rivei 
was  the  keystone  'fa  southern  empire;  and  the 
first  effoitsof  the  Navy  Department,  so  soon  a.^ 
the  blockade  was  established,  looked  towards  an 
attack  upon  New  Orleans.  The  military  author- 
ities considered  a  purely  naval  attack  impossible, 
but  as  they  were  notable  to  furnish  a  sufficient 
number  of  troops  to  make  it  a  joint  expedition, 
we  determined  to  take  the  risk  with  the  navy 
alone.  In  Admiral  Farraguf  we  found  a  com- 
mander who  approved  our  plan  ana  pledged  him- 
.'elf  to  execute  it.  When  the  supreme  moment 
arrived  for  the  passage  of  the  forts,  success 
seemed  impossible;  such  was  the  opinion  of  some 
of  the  officers  of  our  fleet,  as  well  as  of  the 
French  admiral  who  came  down  from  New  Or- 
leans and  told  Admiral  Farragut  that  his  force 
was  largely  inferior  and  defeat  was  certain. 

To  an  ordinary  mind  this  would  have  been 
sufficient  to  awaken  a  feeling  of  doubt,  the 
suie  prelude  of  defeat,  but  to  his  heroic  tempera- 
ment the  multiplicatior  of  obstacles  in  his  path 
aroused  him  to  a  more  sublime  effort.  He  select- 
ed the  hour  of  night  for  the  attack,  which  Napo- 
leon declared  to  be  the  most  trying  to  human 
courage. 

When  the  tire  rafts  of  the  rebels  lit  up  the  scene 
and  all  their  batteries  were  opened,  the  long  dark 
line  of  Federal  <hips  seemed  to  be  plunging  into 
hell  fire.  From  this  deathly  embrace  the  old  ad- 
miral emerged  victorious.  His  atfack  upon  the 
defences  of  Mobile  was  second  onlv  to  that  upon 
New  Orleans.  Lashed  to  the  masthead,  enveloped 
in  victory,  he  scorned  the  fire  of  forts,  the  attack 
of  ironclads,  and  the  more  deadly  torpedoes. 

He  told  me  himself  that  when  the  leading  ship 
was  sunk  by  torpedoes,  and  the  next,  in  line 
stopped,  thus  endangering  the  whole  attack,  he 
looked  up  to  heaven  and  saw  written  there,  as 
plain  as  Constaniine  saw  our  emblem  of  faith, 
"Go  on." 

This  is  the  hero  whose  memory  you  can  honor, 
whose  stainless  life  is  a  precious  heirloom  to  pos- 
terity,   whose   valor  opened    the   two    channels 


through  which  will  flow  forever  the  cotton  which 
give3  activity  and  wealth  to  our  State  ana  city. 
He  died  poor  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  leaving  be- 
hind, to  be  honored  or  neglected,  the  name  of 
Loyal  Farragut. 

At  the  request  of  Captain  Fox,  the  Chair  read 
the  following : 

Boston,  Jan.  18,  1875. 

My  Dear  Sir— 1  see  by  the  newspapers  that  the 
petitioners  for  naming  the  open  space  opposite 
the  new  Post  Office  and  Treasury  Building  Farra- 
gut square  are  to  be  heard  this  afternoon  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen.  I  fear  that  I  shall  not  be 
permitted  to  be  there;  but  I  hope  you  may  go, 
and  if  ne^d  be  say  a  few  words  for  Farragut 
square.  No  description  of  public  honors  is  more 
lasting  or  more  beneficial  to  a  community  than 
such  as  perpetually  brings  to  mind  the  names, 
the  example  and  services  of  brave  and  virtuous 
men  and  women.  The  old  aie  gratified  by  the 
commemoration  of  the  deeds  of  their  contempt  ra- 
ries,  and  the  young  are  stimulated  to  noble  aspi- 
rations by  the  inspiring  rewards  of  popular  re- 
nown. 

Farragut  was  a  national  character,  one  of  the 
world's  great  heroes,  who  would  have  received  en- 
during honors  in  any  country,  and  his  name  re- 
flects its  lustre  upon  the  natiou  whichheso  brave- 
ly served.  We  have  in  Boston  no  memorial  of 
him,  or  of  the  brilliant  and  wonderfully  successful 
achievements  of  the  navy,  to  whose  officers  and 
men,  during  the  late  warj  Massachusetts  and  New 
England  made  such  large  contribution.  The  name 
of  Farragut,  the  Admiral  of  the  navy,  attached  to 
the  space  opposite  the  chief  national  building  in 
Boston,  and  at  the  junction  cf  Congress  and  Fed- 
eral streets,  would  be  a  ju<c  and  graceful  honor  to 
the  gieat  admiral  and  to  the  naval  service  repre- 
sented by  him.  No  interest  can  possibly  be  in- 
jured thereby.  The  locality  has  not  become 
known  by  any  other  name,  and  therefore  there  can 
be  no  confusion  of  place,  or  disturbance  of  com- 
mercial value,  and  I  teel  sure  that  a  great  majori- 
ty of  our  fellow-citizens  woul  I  be  gratified  m 
having  Admiral  Farragut's  name  permanently  ap- 
plied to  so  prominent  a  square  in  the  metropolis 
of  New  England. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Alex.  H.  Rice. 

Hon.  George  C.  Richardson. 

Mr.  Charles  Levi  Woodbury  came  to  bear  his 
tribute  in  behalf  of  the  matter.  He  could  hardly 
add  anything  to  those  who  had  preceded  him,  and 
he  could  not  see  how  any  one  could  doubt  the 
propriety  ot  granting  this  petition.  He  alluded 
to  Boston's  experience  in  the  war,  the  fact  that 
she  furnished  many  sailors  to  the  war,  and  the  re- 
lief received  fioua  the  officers  of  the  navy  yard 
during  the  great  fire.  Now,  the  representatives 
of  the  uavy  ask  the  Board  to  bestow  this  mark  of 
honor  upon  their  commander.  To  the  argument 
that  Post  Office  square  is  more  appropriate  to  a 
commercial  city,  he  replied  that  Boston  is  a  great 
commercial  city  aDd  her  commerce  is  as  great  an 
advantage  as  her  manufactories;  the  name  of 
Farragut  is  known  to  every  sailor  and  it  would  be 
favorable  to  all  whoJiad  ever  been  sailors.  The 
Post  Office  has  made  five  removals  in  twelve  years, 
and  it  may  move  as  many  times  in  the  next  twelve 
years.  This  is  a  great  national  building,  includiug 
the  Post  Office  and  Sub-Treasury,  and  Treasury 
square  would  be  equally  appropriate  with  Post 
Office  square,  in  fact  a  better  one  for  the  com- 
mercial interests.  He  understood  that  the  Post- 
master General  heartily  approved  the  name  of 
Farragut  square,  and  he  thought  no  objection  of 
a  solid  character  could  be  raised  against  it. 

Mr.  Howard  French  alluded  to  the  previous  ac- 
tion of  the  Board  on  the  i  ubject,  the  settlement  of 
business  men  there,  and  said  he  had  taken  pains 
to  learn  that  every  tenant  there  and  a  great 
majority  of  real-estate  owners  there  favored  re- 
taining the  name.  He  understood  Colonel  Fox  to 
be  a  leader  of  the  movement,  and  to  have  ob- 
tained the  signatures  of  many  firms  in  Summer 
street,  but  that  did  not  represent  the  business 
men  interested.  If  we  wish  to  honor  the  memory 
ot  the  great  man,  why  not  give  the  name  to  one 
of  the  public  parks  to  be  taken,  and  do  it  in  good 
shape.  He  protested  that  a  change  of  name 
would  inconvenience  the  business  located  there. 
He  exhibited  a  sketch  of  the  locality  and  the 
estates  thereon,  and  presented  a  protest  from  tDe 
abutters  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  square,  ft om 
others  who  are  present  and  prospective  oc- 
cupants of  buildings  on  the  square,  and  sev- 
eral others.  Beyond  this  the  remonstrants  did 
not  propose  to  go;  he  knew  of  no  precedent  to 
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justify  the  change  of  the  name  in  the  face  of  pro- 
tests like  those.  It  was  purely  a  business  matter, 
ana  not  to  be  settled  by  sentiment  or  rhetoric. 

The  remonstrances  presented  by  Mr.  French  are 
headed  by  H.  H.  Hunuewell  &  Sons  et  al.,  Shaw- 
mut  and  Webster  National  banks,  George  W. 
Kuhu  et  al.,  B.  Cailender  &  Co.,  et  al.,  and  the 
real  estate  owners  facing  on  Post  Office  square. 

Mr.  Francis  Jaques  thought  too  mucii  ad  vantage 
had  been  taken  of  the  feeling  all  have  for  the 
great  and  good;  but  the  same  argument  would 
apply  to  men  of  our  own  State  and  city,  as  well  as 
of  the  nation.  There  is  only  a  small  stieet  in  Bos- 
ton named  af  tei  Joiin  A.  Andrew,  and  none  after 
Lincoln  or  Sumner.  If  such  a  poli'y  were  adopt- 
ed it  could  be  carried  out  indefinitely.  The  real 
point  i.->,  shall  a  square  which  has  an  appropriate 
name  now,  receive  another  which  means  nothing 
in  a  mercantile  view?  The  present  name  desig- 
nates a  locality  aud  tells  what  is  to  be  found 
there.  Lindall  street  was  changed  to  Exchange 
place  because  it  was  appropriate,  and  he  begged 
the  Board  to  think  of  appropriateness  and  fitness 
in  this  connection. 

Mr.  Lafayette  A.  Lyon  said  merchants  there  had 
had  their  stationery  printed  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  and  it  would  be  quite  a  pecuniary  loss  to 
nave  the  name  changed.  Then,  too,  the  name 
Post  Office  square  has  a  business  sound,  and 
would  be  more  advantageous  to  those  doiug  busi- 
ness there  in  their  efforts  to  extend  their  commer- 
cial relations.  If  the  city  is  to  commemorate  the 
services  of  Farragut,  let  it  be  done  by  naming  one 
of  the  great  public  parks  in  his  honor. 

On  motion  of  Allerman  Clark,  the  petitions  and 
remonstrances  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Paving. 

THE  PARK     QUESTION. 

The  Board  took  up  the  special  assignment  for  5 
P.  M.,  viz.,  order  for  the  ivtayor  to  petition  the 
General  Court  for  authority  "to  purchase  or  oth- 
erwise take-  lands  within  the  limits  of  the  city" 
for  purpose  of  public  parks. 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Alderman  Power — This  is  a  matter  of  very  great 
importance,  and  I  hope  the  order  will  not  pass  to- 
day, at  least,  and  with  my  present  convictions  I 
propose  to  endeavor  to  have  it  indefinitely  post- 
poned, although  I  do  not  intend  to  make  such  a 
motion  today.  I  hope  it  will  be  laid  upon  the  ta- 
ble for  the  present.  It  may  seem  to  most  gentle- 
men that  there  is  no  harm  in  simply  petitioning 
the  Legislature  to  give  the  city  power  to  take 
land  for  a  public  park,  for  after  we  get  that  au- 
thority we  need  not  take  advantage  of  it 
unless  we  see  fit.  But  my  experience  in 
this  Government  shows  that  there  is 
more  harm  in  it  than  would  appear— that  is,  if 
this  order  is  passed,  it  will  carry  a  certain  amount 
of  prestige  and  conviction  to  the  members  of  the 
Legislatuie ;  and  to  those  wto  may  come  after  us 
here,  it  will  appear  that  the  Government  which 
preceded  them  was  in  favor  of  this  measure.  But 
as  many  gentlemen  here  may  not  have  had  time — 
I  think  all  cannot  have-had— to  look  into  this  mat- 
ter, and  cannot  have  the  knowledge  they  should 
have  before  voting  on  it,  I  move  that  it  be  laid  on 
the  table  for  the  present. 

■  Alderman  Clark— For  the  purpose  of  allowing 
members  of  this  Board  time  to  re-read  the  report 
of  the  commission  who  have  investigated  this 
subject  with  so  much  thoroughness  and  reported 
on  it  with  so  much  clearness— I  have  no  doubt  the 
members  have  read  it  already,  as  I  believe  every 
intelligent  citizen  should  have  done  by  this  time — 
I  shall  raise  no  objections  to  laying  the  order  on 
the  table  at  the  present  time. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  would  move  that  it 
be  specially  assigned  for  one  week  from  today.  If 
the  petition  is  going  to  the  Legislature  it  is  impor- 


tant that  it  should  be  got  in  early.  There  is  a  rule 
of  the  Legislature  that  all  petitions  must  be  put 
in  four  or  five  weeks  before  that  body  meets ;  that 
time  has  passed,  and  we  shill  have  to  ask  them  to 
suspend  that  rule  in  order  to  receive  it.  It  is  im- 
portant to  put  this  petition  in  early,  that  the  Leg- 
islature may  commence  their  work  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible and  get  through  with  it.  I  hope  the  matter 
will  be  settled  in  this  Board  next  Monday  and  sent 
to  the  other  branch. 

Alderman  Power — I  shall  object  to  the  special 
assignment.  If  members  of  this  Board  think 
they  have  had  sufficient  time  by  next  Monday, 
they  can  take  it  up  then.  I  know  of  nothing  more 
important  than  this  to  come  before  the  Board  this 
year — nothing  that  will  involve  the  city  in  as 
great  a  debt  as  this  will,  except  the  establishment 
of  water  works.  Therefore,  I  think  members 
should  weigh  this  matter  with  great  care  before 
acting  upon  it. 

The  Chair  ruled  that  the  motion  to  specially  as- 
sign could  not  he  entertained  while  the  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table  was  pending. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  trust  the  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table  will  not  prevail.  I  hope  we  shall  not 
commence  the  year  by  laying  matters  on  the  table 
and  accumulating  a  whole  page  of  orders,  as  we 
have  done ;  but  that  this  matter  shall  be  specially 
assigned  to  next  Monday  at  5  P.  M.,  and  at  that 
time  taken  up  and  discussed;  and  if  any  more 
light  is  needed  then  it  can  be  specially  assigned 
for  the  following  Monday. 

Alderman  Burrage— I  should  prefer  to  have  it 
laid  upon  the  table  rather  than  specially  assigned. 
I  think  this  is  a  mattec  upon  which  we  should 
make  haste  slowly.  For  myself,  I  prefer  to  act  on 
the  water  question  before  voting  upoD  this  order. 
I  think  we  should  have  an  ample  supply  of  water, 
whether  we  have  parks  or  not. 

The  Chair  reminded  the  Board  that  debate  was 
not  strictly  in  order,  although  it  had  been  allowed 
to  progress  thus  far. 

The  order  was  laid  on  the  table— 8  for,  4  against 
— by  a  rising  vote. 

REMOVAL  OF  ICE  FROM    SIDEWALKS. 

Alderman  Quincy  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  be 
instructed  to  consider  and  report  whether  any 
change  is  expedient  in  the  ordinance  now  in  force 
in  relation  to  the  removal  of  ice  from  the  side- 
walks in  order  to  facilitate  the  enforcement 
theieof. 
Read  twice  and  passed  and  sent  down. 

JOINT  RULES  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  a  report  [City  Doc. 
No.  14]  from  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on 
Joint  Rules  and  Orders  of  the  City  Council,  which, 
on  his  motion,  was  laid  over. 

The  changes  from  the  rules  of  last  year  are 
mostly  verbal:  and  the  sections  are  rearranged. 
One  change  authorizes  committees  to  say  to  which 
branch  a  report  shall  be  made,  instead  of  requir- 
ing such  reports  in  all  cases  to  be  sent  to  the 
branch  where  the  subject  originated. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  PUBLIC 
LANDS. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Lands  [City  Doc.  No.  10]  was  received  and 
sent  down. 

During  the  year  34,713  square  feet  of  public 
lands  have  been  sold  for  $40,003.75,  of  which 
$19,811.75  have  been  paid  into  the  treasury,  and 
the  remnainder  has  been  taken  in  bonds.  For  ex- 
tensions of  times,  rents,  etc.,  there  have  been 
received  $3911.  The  expenditures  have  been 
$7222.01. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 
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Regular  weekly  meeting  at  7V2  P.  M.,  Halsey  J. 
Boardman,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  FOR  CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Annual  reports  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Lands,  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  and  Su- 
perintendent of  Maiden  Bridge.  Severally  placed 
on  file. 

Petition  of  Thomas  A.Kelley  andC.  J.  Douovan, 
and  reouest  of  School  Committee  to  be  supplied 
with  Municipal  Registers.    Severally  referred. 

Order  authorizing  the  making  of  rules  and  regu- 
lations concerning  sales  by  minors  as  provided  by 
law.    Passed. 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  con- 
sider and  report  whether  any  change  is  expedient 
in  the  ordinance  in  relation  to  tbe'  removal  of 
snow  and  ice  from  sidewalks.    Passed. 

Order  authorizing  the  Committee  on  the  Treas- 
ury to  make  a  thorough  examination  of  the  late 
Treasurer's  accounts,  including  cash, notes,  bonds, 
etc.,  and  to  procure  the  services  of  necessary  as- 
sistants. Ordered  to  a  second  reading  and  laid 
over,  and  subsequently  read  a  second  time  and 
passed,  under  a  suspension  of  the  lule,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9,  who  said  the  commit- 
tee  are  now  actively  engaged  in  examining  tbe 
late  City  Treasurer's  accounts,  and  are  in  hopes 
of  being  able  to  report  at  the  next  meeting. 

Order  for  the  Mayor  to  appoint  three  commis- 
sioners to  investigate  and  report:  1.  On  the  qual- 
ity and  price  of  gas  furnished  in  this  city  as  com- 
pared with  that  furnished  in  other  localities.  2. 
Whether  any  improvements  can  be  made  in  the 
methods  of'  manufacture.  3.  Whether  it  would 
be  expedient  for  the  city  to  undertake  the  manu- 
facture and  supply  of  gas  for  public  lighting; 
and,  4.  Whether  any  further  legislation  is  neces- 
sary to  enable  gas  consumers  to  obtain  a  prompt 
and  impartial  investigation  into  complaints  made 
to  gas  companies,  etc. — said  commissioners  to 
serve  without  compensation,  except  for  necessary 
personal  or  clerical  expenses.  Oidered  to  a  sec- 
ond reading.        ' 

ELECTIONS. 

The  report'  making  nominations  for  city  officers 
submitted  at  the  last  meeting  were  taken  up,  and 
elections  were  proceeded  with,  as  follows: 

Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries.  Messrs.  Kim- 
ball of  Ward  6,  Edwards  of  Ward  15,  and  Collins  of 
Ward  2  were  appointed  a  committee  to  receive, 
sort  aod  count  votes.    They  reported  as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes 55 

Necessary  to  a  choice 28 

Alderman  Solomon  B,  Stebbins  had 54 

Councilman  Ruf us  S.  Cushman 55 

Councilman  Nathan  S.  Wilbur 55 

And  they  were  declared  elected  on  the  pait  of  tbe 
Common  Council.    Sent  up. 

Trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery.  Messrs.  Long  of 
Ward  8,  ISfoyes  of  Ward  5,  and  Wbitmore  of  Ward 
4  were  appointed  a  committee  to  receive,  sort  and 
count  votes.    They  reported  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 62 

Necessary  to  a  choice 32 

Alderman  Abraham  O.  Bigelow 62 

Councilman  Augustus  Parker - « . .62 

Councilman  John  Sweetser 62 

And  they  were  declared  on  tbe  part  ot  the  Com- 
mon Council.    Sent  up. 

Members  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board. 
Mr.  Woods  of  Ward  8,  for  the  joint  special 
committee  to  nominate  canditates  for  mem- 
bers of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board,  sub- 
mitted a  report  recommending  the  election  of 
Charles  J.  Prescott  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  and  William  G.  Thacher  and  Uriel  H. 
Crocker  on  the  part  of  the  Common  Council.  The 
report  was  accepted  and  subsequently  an  election 
was  ordered,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule— 41 
for,  10  against — on  motion  of  Mr.  Sweetser  of 
Ward  10,  who  said  he  did  not  think  it  best  to  sus- 
pend the  rule  generally,  yet  in  this  case  it  was  de- 
sirable to  have  the  board  full  as  early  as  possible, 
as  they  are  verv  busy  now.  Messrs.  Sweetser  of 
Ward  10,  Hiscoek  of' Ward  14,  and  Felt  of  Ward  11 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  collect  and  count 
votes.    They  reported  as  follows: 


Whole  number  o±  votes 63 

Necessary  to  a  choice 32 

Alderman  Charles  J.  Prescott  had 58 

Councilman  William  G.  Thacher 48 

Uriel  H.  Crocker 33 

"  Amos  L.  Noyes 42 

"  James  J.  Flynn 1 

And  Messrs.  Prescott,  Thacher  and  Noyes  were 
declared  elected  on  the  part  of  the  Council.  Sent 
up. 

Committee  on  Accounts.  Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward 
20,  for  the  joint  special  committee  to  nominate 
members  of  the  Committee  on  Accounts  of  the 
Common  Council,  submitted  a  report  recommend- 
ing the  election  of  David  P.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  to 
fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  unseating  of  Fred- 
erick Peas<>.  the  report  was  accepted  and  the 
nomination  laid  over.  Subsequently  the  rule  was 
suspended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Siblev  of  Ward  20, 
and  an  election  ordered.  Messrs.  Sibley  of  Ward 
20,  Perkins  of  Ward  16,  and  Harrigan  of  Ward  1 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  collect  and  count 
votes.  They  reported  that  sixty  two  votes  had 
been  cant,  all  of  which  w^re  for  David  P.  Kim- 
ball, and  he  was  declared  elected.  Certificate  of 
election  sent  up. 

THE  CONTINGENT  FUND. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Au- 
ditor of  Accounts  stating  that  the  Contingent  Fund 
of  the  Common  Council  is  exhausted.  Refer  ed 
to  Committee  on  Fii  ance  and  sent  up. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— Petition  of  John 
Norton,  for  compensation  for  personal  injuries  to 
his  wife  from  a  defect  in  Highland  street. 

By  Mr.  Walbridge  of  Ward  12— Petition  of  Moses 
Yickery,  for  compensa  ion  for  injuries  received  by 
coming  violently  in  contact  with  a  lamp  nost  al- 
leged to  have  been    carelessly   left  near  the  side 
walk  on  Ea.  t  Seventh  street. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Claims  and  sent  up. 

REPORTS^  OF  NOMINATING  COMMITTEES. 

Reports  were  submitted  from  joint  special  com- 
mittees to  nominate  city  officers  a,  follows: 

Directors  for  Public  Institutions.  By  Mr.  Long 
of  Ward  8,  recommending  the  election  of  James 
Power  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and 
Cyrus  A.  Page  and  William  C.  Burgess  on  the  part 
of  the  Common  Council.    Laid  over. 

Trustees  of  Public  Library.  By  Mr.  Sprague  of 
Ward  4,  recommending  the  election  of  John  T. 
Clark  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and 
Charles  A.  Burditt  ai  d  David  P.  Kimball  on  the 
part  of  the  Common  Council. 

Mr.  Sprague  of  Ward  4 — In  presenting  the  name 
of  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16,  who  is  also  a  member 
of  the  nominating  committee,  I  think  it  is  proper 
to  say  that  it  was  with  extreme  reluctance  that  he 
allowed  his  name  to  be  used  again  for  that  posi- 
tion, and  he  consented  only  after  urgent  solicita- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  other  members  of  the  com- 
mittee. In  view  of  his  past  experience  on  that 
board  the  committee  thought  it  necessary 'that  his 
services  should  be  retained. 

The  nominations  were  laid  over. 

NOMINATING  COMMITTEES  APPOINTED. 

Orders  for  the  appointment  of  joint  special 
committees  to  nominate  officers  were  offered, 
passed,  and  the  committees  appointed  as  follows 
(the  first  member  of  each  committee  offering 
the  order) : 

Overseers  of  the  Poor.  Messrs.  Long  of  Ward 
8,  Devereaux  of  Ward  22,  Beal  of  Ward  16. 

City  Registrar.  Messrs.  Kingsbury  of  Ward  15, 
Murray  of  Ward  3,  Goldthwait  of  Ward  11. 

Severally  sent  up. 

REMOVAL  OF  ICE  FROM  THE  HARBOR. 

Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the 'Committee  on  Boston  Har- 
bor be  authorized  to  take  such  measuies  as  may 
be  necessary  to  keep  tbe  harbor  open  and  free 
from  ice ;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Boston  Harbor. 

Mr.  Andeisci  said  it  was  very  important  that 
the  order  should  pass  at  once,  and  on  bis  motion 
the  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  was  read  a 
second  time,  passed  and  sent  up. 

BADGES. 

Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3  offered  the   following: 
Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  pro- 
cure suitable  badges  for  members  of  the  Common 
Council;  the  expense  to  be    charged  to  the  Con- 
tine  ent  Fund  of  the  Common  Council. 
Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 
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Mr.  Anderson  also  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  anpoint  the  members  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil special  police  officers  without  pay. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

THE  TRANSCRIPT  OF  THE  JOURNAL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kingsbury  of  Ward  15,  the 
order  for  tbe  Clerk  of  tbe  Common  Council  to  pre- 
pare and  print  a  transcript  of  the  journal  of  the 
Council,  was  taken  from  the  table  and  referred  to 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Printing,  and  sent  up. 

RULES  AND  ORDERS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20,  tbe  report 
and  order  fixing  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  for  the  year  1875  (City  Doc.  No.  11) 
were  taken  from  the  table. 

Mr.  Sprague  of  Ward  4—1  believe  it  will  be  seen 
that  but  few  substantial  changes  have  been  made 
by  the  committee  from  the  rules  and  orders  of  last 
year;  but  it  has  been.tbe  design  of  the  committee 
to  change  the  arrangement  of  them  to  a  consider- 
able extent,  in  order  that  the  various  rules  may 
be  brought  under  their  appropriate  beads,  and  in 
certain  cases  to  simplify  tbe  statement  of  rules,  to 
tbe  end  that,  by  proper  arrangement  and  sim- 
plicity of  statement,  members  may  be  able  to 
find  particular  rules  with  as  little  trouble  as  pos- 
sible. For  this  purpose  there  is  also  to  be  added 
an  index.  The  number  of  rules  appears 
to  be  considerably  greater  than  last  year, 
which  is  owing  to  the  fact  that  seve- 
ral of  the  old  ones  have  been  divided.  Rule 
No.  10  is  a  new  one,  that  tbe  clerk  "shall  note  all 
questions  of  order  raised,  with  the  decisions  made 
thereon,  in  an  appendix  to  the  lecord."  It  was 
thought  that  such  decisions,  being  in  a  measure 
new  rules,  should  be  made  so  a  part  of  the 
record  as  to  be  easily  accessible.  Rule  No. 
16  is  a  new  one,  providing  that  "no  mem- 
ber, having  obtained  the  floor,  shall  speak  more 
than  fifteen  minutes  without  peimission  of  the 
Council.1'  That  has  oeen  adopted  by  the  commit- 
tee on  the  recommendation  of  many  members  of  the 
Council,  who  thought  it  would  facilitate  business. 
If  it  is  desirable  to  have  a  speaker  contit  ue  longer, 
permission  can  be  given.  A  slight  charge  is  made 
in  rule  55,  which  provides  that  "After  a  motion  is 
stated  by  the  Pre  ident  it  shall  be  deemed  to  be  in 
the  possession  of  tbe  Council,  and  shall  be  disposed 
of  by  vote ;  but  the  mover  may,  if  no  objection  is 
maiie,  withdiaw  it  at  any  time  before  a  decision  or 
amendment."  The  words  "if  no  objection  is  made" 
have  been  added;  it  seemed  to  the  committee  that 
after  a  motion  has  once  been  made,  it  should  be  in 
the  possession  of  the  House,  and  the  mover  should" 
not  have  the  right  to  withdraw  it  if  any  member 
objected.  In  rule  No.  59,  in  the  report  as 
presented  by  the  committee,  a  slight  verbal  change 
from  the  printed  document  was  made  so  that 
it  should  read,  "no  appeal  from  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Preident  shall  be  entertained  un- 
less it  is  seconded"  ;  the  phrase  "shall  be  enter- 
tained '  being sub-tituiedfor  "shall  be  made."  Tbe 
latter  part  of  rule  C4  is  new,  the  committee  hav- 
ing added,  "and  no  question  sbajl  be  twice  recon- 
sidered, nor  shall  any  reconsideration  be  had 
upon  either  of  the  following  motions:  To  ad- 
journ, to  lay  on  the  table,  to  take  from 
.the  table,  or  for  the  previous  question." 
There  did  not  seem  to  be  any  reason  why 
a  reconsideration  should  be  moved  now  on  those 
morions,  and  I  believe  it  is  in  accordance  with 
parliamentary  usage  to  adopt  this  rule.  A 
slight  change  is  made  in  rule  67,  as  submitted 
by  the  committee,  by  striking  out  of  th?  last  line 
the  words  "of  both  branches,"  so  that  it  would 
read,  "or  the  joint  rules  and  orders  of  tbe  City 
Council."  Tbe  committee  deemed  it  very  desirable 
that  these  i  ule->  should  be  printed  and  laid  before 
the  Council  at  the  last  meeting,  but  in  order  to  do 
so,  were  compelled  to  forego  even  therefore  a 
careful  revision  of  the  proof.  There  are  two  or 
three  amendments  which  I  would  like  to  move, 
they  having  the  approval  of  the  other  members  of 
the' committee.  Ie  rule  23,  in  the  thiid  line,  after 
the  word  President,  insert  the  words  "or  by  the 
Council,"  *o  that  it  shall  read, "when  any  member 
shall  be  guilty  of  a  breach  of  either  of  the  rules 
and  orders  of  the  Council,  he  may  be  required  by 
the  President  or  by  the  Council  to  make  satisfac- 
tion therefor"  ;  also  in  the  fourth  line  strike  out 
the  word  "or"  and  insert  "nor  to,"  and  after  "ex- 
cept" insert  "once,"  so  that  it  will  read  "and  in 
such  a  case  he  shall  not  be  allowed  to  vote  nor  to 
speak  except  once  by  way  of  excuse,  till  he  has 
done  so  [made  satisfaction],  unless  otherwise  or- 
dered by  the  Council."    1  believe  it  is  usually  in 


accordance  with  general  pailiamentary  usage  and 
and  I  know  it  is  the  rule  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  that  a  member  may  be  re- 
quired by  the  House  to  make  satisfaction. 
It  seemed  proper .  to  the  committee  that  we 
should  insert  "by  the  Council,"  so  that  he  may  be 
required  to  do  so  either  by  the  President  or  by  the 
Council.  The  39th  rule  I  also  move  to  amend  by 
adding  in  the  3d  section,  after  the  words  "unfin- 
ished business  of  preceding  meetings,"  the  words, 
"and  motions  for  reconsideration,"  so  that  when 
notice  has  been  entered  with  the  Clerk  of  an  in- 
tention to  move  a  reconsideration,  that  motion 
may  be  made  early  in  the  meeting  ard  may  not  be 
lost  by  other  business  coming  up,  as  is  likely  to  be 
the  case  if  required  to  be  made  under  tbe  head  of 
motions,  orders  and  resolutions,  as  now.  As  it 
seems  to  be  necessary  th  it  the  motion  should  be 
made  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council 
after  such  intention  is  given,  an  opportu- 
nity to  make  it  should  be  given  early  in 
the  evening.  The  other  amendments  which  I  pro- 
pose are  si'm,  ly  verbal.  First,  in  the  56th  section, 
last  line,  to  strike  out  "shall  be"  ard  insert  "has 
been";  in  rule  59,  third  line,  strike  out  "shall 
have"  and  insert  "h«s";  in  mle  60,  first  line,  Strike 
out  "shall  be"  and  insert  "is."  These  verbal 
changes  are  simply  to  make  the  style  conform  to 
that  of  the  rest  of  the  rules. 

The  amendments  offered  by  Mr.  Sprague  were 
severally  adopted.' 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12 — There  have  been  so 
many  amendments  proposed,  that  I  would  like  to 
see  them  all  together  befoie  the  rules  are  adopt- 
ed, and  I  move  that  this  report,  as  amended,  be 
laid  upon  the  table  and  printed,  with  the  amend- 
ments in .  italics.  I  will  withdiaw  the  motion, 
however,  if  any  gentleman  desires  to  speak. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7  —  At  the  sugges 
tion  of  some  of  the  members,  and  after  con- 
sultation with  some  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Rules  and  Orders,  I  beg  leave 
to  offer  the  following  amendment  to  the 
sixty-third  rule:  "Debates  on  moiionsto  reconsid- 
er shall  be  limited  to  thirty  minutes,  and  no  mem- 
ber shall  speak  more  than  five  minutes."  The 
members  of  the  committee  and  of  this  board  well 
know  that  when  a  question  is  thoroughly  debated 
and  decided,  very  often  it  happens  that  some 
member  feels  hurt* and  gets  a  little  mad  with  him- 
self and  the  board  and  wants  to  make  a  long- 
speech.  So  be  gets  somebody  to  move  a  reconsid- 
eration of  the  question,  and  when  the  motion  is 
made  be  gets  his  long  speech  off ,  and  that  is  all 
he  cares  about.  He  knows  that  is  all  he  can  do; 
he  gets  off  his  long  speech  and  sits  dowrn  qui- 
etly, knowing  beforehand  that  an  overwhelm- 
ing majority  is  opposed  to  him.  But  he 
wants  to  make  a  long  speech,  and  lie  succeeds.  It 
is  a  rule  in  the  House  of  Representatives  that 
after  a  question  has  been  settled  there  shall  be  no 
more  debate  on  trie  main  question,  unless  the 
House  votes  to  reconsider;  after  a  reconsideration 
takes  place  then  the  main  question  can  come  up 
and  the  debate  go  on.  A  man  can  say  in  five  min- 
utes ail  that  is  necessary  on  a  question  of  recon- 
sideration, after  a  subject  has  been  thoioughly 
discussed,  and  I  say  that  nothing  should  be  said 
on  the  main  question  until  after  a  recon- 
sideration has  taken  place.  That  has  been 
the  rule  in  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
years:  I  think  it  has  been  a  good  one  there,  and 
that  members  of  this  Council  who  have  been  here 
in  former  years  will  see  that  such  a  rule  will  do 
good  here.  I  believe  the  members  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Rules  ap  orove  of  it. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Fitzgerald  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Ward  15  moved  to  amend  rule  17 
by  inserting  the  woid  "so"  before  the  word  "de- 
sire," and  to  strike  out  tbe  words  "to  speak"  in 
the  last  line.    Adopted. 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Ward  15—1  move  to  amend  rule  31 
(viz.:  "No  meeting  of  any  committee  shall  be 
called  upon  less  notice  than  twenty-tour  hours") 
by  adding,  "unless  a' pressing  necessity  requires 
it."  The  reason  I  proposed  that  amendment  was 
that  the  rule  seemed  to  be  imperative  that  a  com- 
mittee should  not  be  called  unless  with  twenty- 
four  hours  notice.  Circumstances  may  occur — 
such  as  the  stoppage  of  water,  an  explosion,  or 
something  of  the  kind— by  which  a  committee 
should  be  called  here  immediately.  I  think  a 
committee  was  called  togtther  last  week  in  such  a 
case,  as  it  was  necessary  to  have  them  go  off  next 
morning.  In  such  cases  it  would  be  better  to 
break  the  rule  than  wait. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6—1  hope  that  amendment 
will  not  be.  adopted.    If  a  pressing  necessitv  or  an 
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emergency  arises,  and  the  committee  is  called  to- 

f  ether  in  iess  than  tweDty-four  hours,  the  mem- 
ers  waive  their  objections.  If  we  adopt  this 
amendment,  the  question  will  be  constantly  aris- 
ing, What  is  a  pressing  necessity  ?  and  who  shall 
determine  it?  Now,  each  gentleman  upon  a  com- 
mittee knows  very  well  that  be  shall  receive,  in  a 
majority  of  cases,  bis  notice  of  a  meeting  in  twen- 
ty-four hours,  and  those  of  us  who  do  not  go 
home  during  the  day  would  get  it  when 
we  reach  home  at  night,  while  all  would 
be  pretty  sure  to  get  it  by  the  next  day. 
Gentlemen  will  remember  that  early  in  last  year 
one  of  the  Nominating  committees  was  called  in 
less  than  twenty-four  hours  in  such  a  way  that 
one  member  failed  to  receive  his  notice,  and  it 
was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Council.  It 
will  work"  much  better  in  a  majority  of  cases  if 
we  let  this  rule  stand  as  it  is,  so  that  we  may  all 
have  time  enough  to  receive  the  notice   in  season 


to  make  arrangements  to  attend  the  meetings  of 
the  various  committees.  I  think  that  if  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  15  had  served  here  during  the 
past  year,  he  would  see  that  the  rule  has  worked 
very  well  as  it  is,  and  I  think.he  would  agree  with 
me  that  10  change  is  desirable. 

Mr.  Clarke  withdrew  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Sprague  of  Ward  4—1  should  also  have 
stated  that  rule  67  is  new,  as  I  presume  the 
fact  was  recognized  by  the  members.  It  pro- 
vides that  the  "rules  of  parliamentary  practice 
comprised  in  'Cushing's  Manual'  shall  govern  the 
Council  in  all  cases  to  which  they  are  applicable," 
etc.  That,  I  believe,  has  been  ^understood  to  be 
the  case,  but  it  is  introduced  as  one  of  the  rules  of 
the  Council. 

The  rules  and  orders  as  amended  were  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13  the  Council 
adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JANUARY   25,    1875. 

Regular  weekly  meeting;  at  four  o'clock  P.  M. 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JTJBOBS  DRAWN. 

Seven  grand  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  February 
term  of  the  Superior  Criminal  Court. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Special  Police  Officers— James  A.  Crowe,  Rug- 
gles-street  Baptist  Church  ;  James  Breiman ,  Oak- 
land Hall,  Mattapan :  Jacob  Abhott,  Charles  street 
and  its  vicinity;  and  the  members  of  the  Common 
Council. 

PETITIONS,  ETC.,  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  Robert  T.  Swan 
et  al.,  that  certain  streets  in  Ward  16  be  used  for 
"coasting,"  subject  to  police  supe/vinon. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  M.  C.  Murry,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  stable  for  five  horses  on  Downer  street, 
Ward  15. 

To  the  Conwnittee  on  County  Accounts.  Regis- 
ter of  Probate,  to  be  reimbursed  for  $139  paid  to 
persons  working  in  that  office. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Patrick  O'Beirne, 
notice  of  appeal  from  assessment  for  sewer  in 
Circuit  street. 

John  J.  Williams,  notice  of  appeal  from  assess- 
ment for  sewer  in  Circuit  street. 

James  A.  Kemp,  to  be  relieved  from  the  over- 
flow of  the  Kemp-street  sewer. 

To  the  Joint  Special  Committee  to  Nom  inate  a 
Superintendent  of  Common  and  Public  Grounds. 
Herman  Grundel,  for  appointment  as  Superiten- 
dent  of  Common,  etc. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Andrew  C. 
Wheelwright,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  at  14 
and  16  Central  street. 

John  Borland,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Kilby  street. 

Sarah  P.  Lang,  to  be  paid  for  damages  to  estate 
265  E  street,  caused  by  surface  water. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Armories.  Company 
E,  Ninth  Inff.ntry,  for  approval  of  armory  at 
corner  of  Harvard  and  Washington  street". 

Company  D,  Fourth  Battaliou  Infantry,  for  ap- 
proval of  armory  at  corner  of  Webster  and  Orleans 
streets. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Sarah 
Waters,  to  be  compensated  for  personal  injuries 
caused  by  alleged  defect  in  Ninth  street. 

Frederick  Monroe,  to  be  paid  for  copying  old 
Charlestov  n  (town)  records. 

Charles  R.  Classen,  to  be  compensated  for  in- 
juries sustained  by  his  wife  from  a  fall  in  Ex- 
change street.  , 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Report  and  order  establishing  joint  rules  and 
orders  of  the  City  Council  for  1875.  (City  Doc. 
No.  14.)    Passed  aud  sent.dowu. 

Orders  to  pay  Lewis  Clark  $16,594.50,  for  Levei- 
ett  street  damages,  and  to  pay  Simpson  C.  Bixbv 
$164.  for  Shawmut  avenue  damages.  Seveially 
passed. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  FOR  CONCUR- 
RENCE. 

Betitions  of  John  Norton  and  Moses  Vickery, 
and  order  for  printing  of  transcript  of  Common 
Council  journal.    Severally  referred. 

Certificate  of  election  of  David  P.  Kimball  as  a 
member  of  Committee  on  Accounts.  Placed  on  file. 

Order  for  appointment  of  a  special  committee 
(Messrs.  Long,  Devereux  and  Beal  to  be  joined) 
to  nominate  Overseers  of  the  Poor.  Passed,  and 
Aldermen  Quincy  and  Stebbins  appointed. 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  the  Harbor  to  keep 
the  ship  channel  free  from  ice.    Passed. 

Order  for  appointment  of  a  special  committee 
(Messrs.  Kingsbury,  Murray  and  Goldthwait  to  be 
joined)  to  nominate  a  City  Registrar.  Passed,  and 
Aldermen  Pope  and  Worthington  appointed. 

A  communication  from  the  Auditor  of  Accouuts 
stating  that  the  Contingent  Fund  of  the  Common 
Council  is  exhausted,  came  up  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance.    Concurred. 

Report  in  favor  of  election  of  Alderman  Steb- 
bins and  Couucilmen  Cushman  and  Wilbur  as 
Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries,  and  certificate 
of  election  of  saiu  gentlemen  as  such  Directors  by 
the  Common  Council.  The  report  was  accepted 
and  the  Board  proceeded  to  an  election.  Alder- 
men Bigelow  and  Burrage  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  collect  and  count  votes.  They  reported 
as  follows: 


Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

Alderman  Solomon  B.  Stebbins 11 

"  Clinton  Viles 1 

Councilman  Rufus  Cushman 12 

N.  S.  Wilbur 12 

And  Messrs.  Stebbins,  Cushman  and  Wilbur  were 
declared  elected  in  concurrence. 

Report  in  favor  of  election  of  Alderman  Bige- 
low and  Councilmen  Parker  and  Sweetser  as 
Trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery,  and  certificate  of 
election  of  above-named  Trustees  by  the  Common 
Council.  The  report  was  accepted  and  an  election 
was  ordered.  Aldermen  "Viles  and  O'Brien  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes. 
They  reported  that  Alderman  Bigelow  and  Coun- 
cilmen Parker  and  Sweetser  had  each  received 
eleven  votes,  the  whole  number  cast.  They  were 
declared  elected  in  concurrence. 

Report   in   favor  of  the  election   of  Alderman 
Power  and  Councilmen  Page  and  Burgess  as  Di-  \ 
rectors  for  Public  Institutions.    Accepted. 

Report  in  favor  of  the  election  of  Aldennan 
Claik  and  Councilmen  Burditt  and  Kimball  as 
Trustees  of  the  Public  Library.    Accepted. 

Report  in  favor  of  the  election  of  Alderman 
Prescott  and  Councilmen  Thacher  and  docker  as 
members  of  the  Coohituate  Water  Board;  and 
election  of  Messrs.  Prescott,  Thacher  and  Noyes 
as  members  of  said  Board.  The  report  was  accept- 
ed, and  the  Board  proceeded  to  an  election. 

Aldermen  Pope  and  Worthington  were  ap- 
pointed a  com  mittee  to  collect  and  count  votes, 
They  reported  as  follow  : 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

Alderman  Charles  J.  Prescott 11 

Councilman  William  G.  Thacher 9 

■    "  Amos  L.  Noyes 5 

Uriel  H.  Crocker 10 

And  Messrs.  Prescott  and  Thacher  were  de- 
clared elected  in  concurrence,  and  Mr.  Crocker 
was  declared  elected  in  non-concurrence.  Certifi- 
cate sent  down. 

RESIGNATION. 

A  communication  was  received  fiorn  William  H. 
Cbipman  resigning  the  office  of  Inspector  of  Elec- 
tion in  Ward  11.    Placed  on  file. 

JAIL  EXPENSES. 

A  requisition  was  received  from  the  Sheriff  of 
Suffolk  County  for  $1816.96,  heing  the  expenses  of 
the  jail  for  January.    Ordered  paid. 

ORDER  OF  NOTICE  ON  PETITION. 

A  petition  was  received  from  Charles  H.  Bacon 
for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  engine  and 
boiler  of  fony-koise  power  in  rear  of  486  Harrison 
avenue,  and  an  order  of  notice  was  passed  for  a 
hearing  to  all  parties  objecting  thereto  on  Mon- 
day, Feb.  15,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M. 

THE   ANNUAL    RtPORT  OF  CITY  SURVEYOR 

(City  Doc.  No.  12)  was  received  and  sent  down. 
The  amount  expended  during'  the  year  has  been — 
Expenses  of  City  Surveyor's  office  at  City  Hall,  $24,148.64 

Expenses  of  the  Roxbury  branch  office 6.984.53 

Expenses  of  the  Dorchester  branch  office 9,282.06 

Expenses  of  the  West  Roxbury  branch  office. .     7,061.50 

Expenses  of  the  Charlestown  branch  office 2,849.49 

Expenses  of  the  Brighton  branch  office 2,766.99 

Total  expenditure  from  appropriation  for  sur- 
veying   153,093.21 

Amount   charged  to   the    appropriation    for 

"Northampton-street   District" 1,854.45 

Total  expenditures  for  1874 $54,947.66 

Among  the  more  important  plans  prepared  dur- 
ing the  year  were  a  "betterment  plan"  of  the 
burnt  district;  plans  of  Atlantic  avenue  docks, 
Northampton-street  District,  S  wett-street  District, 
and  Dedham-street  District.  Theie  are  now  10,088 
plans  in  the  department, besides  3138  lithographed 
plans. 

THE  ANNUAL    REPORT    OF    THE  SUPERINTENDENT 
OF  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS 

(City  Doc.  No.  13)  was  received  and  sent  down. 

The  gross  expenditures  for  the  year  have  been — 
Public  buildings  (116  in  number),  repairs,  altera- 
tions, etc.,  $128,835.26;  county  buildings  (includ- 
ing the  establishment  of  the  new  court  rooms), 
$41,197.46;  schoolhouse,  150  in  number,  contain- 
ing 1211  school  rooms,  $356,625.12;  extraordinary 
expenses,  including  thirty  new  buildings,  $1,448,- 
726.00.  The  number  of  new  buildings  under  con- 
struction during  the  past  year  far  exceeds  that 
for  any  pievious  year  in  the  histoiy  of  the  depart- 
ment. It  is  believed,  however,  that  the  require- 
ments for  new  buildings  for  the  present  are  in  a 
great  measure  supplied,  so  much  so  that  the  ap- 
propriation for  such  can  be  reduced  $700,000  dur- 
ing the  coming  year. 
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The  following  is  a  comparative  statement  of  the 
number  of  county  buildings,  public  buildings  and 
schoolhouses,  together  with  the  number  of  feet  of 
land  covered  by  tbe  same  between  the  year*  1864 
and  1875 : 

IS  IS       5'g 
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1864.  I8H4.  1875.       1875. 

County  Buildings.        3  153.297  3       153,498            201 

Public  Buildings..      32  269.337  116    1,779,777  1,510,440 

Sehoolhouses 74  677,000  150    2,3,!  1,683  1.644,683 

Totals 109    1,099,634    269    4,254,958  3,155,324 

The  above  will  rhow  a  total  increase  in  eleven 
years  rf  160  buildings,  and  of  land  equivalent  to 
about  seventy-two  acres. 

The  estimated  valuation  of  the  several  county, 
public  buildings  and  schoolbouses,  including  fur- 
niture, land,  etc.,  is  as  follows : 

Count j $2,000,000 

Public  buildings 6,434,364 

Scboolhouses.. 7,996,500 

Total.... $16,430,864 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bjgelow;  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  reports  as  follows: 

Auctioneers'  Licenses  Granted— John  Watsen, 
775  Washington  street;  F.  H.  Nazro,  116  Pearl 
street;  W.  G.  Burnbam  &  Co.,  25  Congress  street. 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted — Yotng  Men's 
Catholic  Association,  to  give  dramatic  entertain- 
ment at  Wait's  Hall,  March  15;  J.  Pigeon,  to  give 
Punch  and  Judy  exhibitions  at  600  Washington 
street. 

Dealer  in  Second-band  Articles  Licensed— John 
Levis,  con.er  Decatur  and  Paris  streets. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted — Elizabeth  Chee- 
vers,  957  Tremont  street;  John  B.  Perry  &  Co., 
771  Washington,  street. 

Victuallers'  License  Refused— P.  H.  Marzynski, 
104  Eliot  street. 

Hack  Licenses  Granted— E.  L.  Carey,  198  Port- 
land street;  John  T.  Murray,  705  Tremont  street. 

Pawnbroker's  License  Granted—  Abraham  Levi, 
23  Cross  street. 

Billiard  Licenses  Granted— J.  George  Cooper, 
Providence  Depot;  Arthur  FTynn,  1350  Tremont 
street. 

Dealers  in  Second-hand  Articles  Licensed — Mi- 
chael Curiy,  562  East  Second  street;  Thomas 
Hughes,  1032  Harrison  avenue;  Michael  Conboy, 
Keyes  street,  Ward  17.  » 

Severally  accepted. 

MINORS'   LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, offered  an  order  establishing  the  rules  of 
the  Board  for  the  legulation  of  minors' licenses. 
[The  only  material  change  from  those  of  last  year 
are  in  sections  9  and  10,  by  which  bootblacks  are 
put  under  the  supervision  of  tbe  truant  officers  in 
the  districts  where  their  stands  are  located.]  The 
order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

FRANKLIN  FUND. 

Alderman  Bigelow  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  Tbat  the  Committee  on  the  Treasury 
Department  on  the  part  of  this  Board  examine  the 
accounts  of  the  late  Treasurer  of  the  Fiai_klin 
Fund. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

PAVING  DEPARTMENT. 

Aldeiman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
submitted  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Stieets  be 
authorized,  under  the  diiection  of  the  Committee 
on  Paving,  to  contract  fiom  time  to  time  for  the 
purchase  and  exchange  of  horses,  the  supply  of 
hay,  grain ,  paving  stones,  gravel  and  other  ma- 
terials required  for  the  operations  of  the  Paving 
D  epartment  during  the  present  municipal  year. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
authorized,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee 
on  Paving,  to  furnish  and  set  edgeston^s  and  pave 
sidewalks  on  any  portions  of  public  streets  where 
the  abutters  agree  in  writing  to  pay  one-half  the 
cost  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  tbe  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
authorized,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee 
on  Paving,  to  erect  fences  in  front  of  vacant  lots 
on  public  streets  where  the  public  safety  requires 
the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  be  authorized 
to  grant  permits  to  open  the  streets  in  accordance 


with  the  ninth  and  tenth  sections  of  the  ordinance 
relating  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
authorized,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee 
on  Paving,  to  number  or  renumber  any  street, 
court  or  place  within  the  city  limits,  whenever  in 
the  opinion  of  said  committee  the  public  conven- 
ience will  be  promoted  thereby. 

Ordered,  That  tbe  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
authorized  to  lay  cross-walks  and  pave  gutters  en 
the  public  streets  of  the  city  when  deemed  expe- 
dient by  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

Severally  read  once. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  E.  W.  James  et  al.,  that  the  thirty-third 
location  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  in  Charles 
street  be  revoked. 

Accepted. 

POST-OFFICE  SQUARE. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
submitted  a  report  recommending  leave  to  with- 
draw on  the  several  petitions  in  favor  of  changing 
the  name  of  Post  Office  square  to  Farraguc 
square. 

The  question  was  on  the  acceptance  of  the  re- 
port. 

Alderman  Quincy— This  is  a  matter  of  compara- 
tively slight  impoitance  in  comparison  with  other 
interests  which  will  be  brought  before  us;  but,  at 
the  same  time  I  do  not  feel  like  voting  to  give 
these  petitioners  leave  to  withdraw,  and  will  give 
my  reasons  in  a  very  few  words,  and  content  my- 
self with  recording  my  vote.  We  have,  on  the 
one  side,  a  strong  petition  from  officers  and  gen- 
tlemen representing  Che  navy,  supported  by  many 
prominent  business  firms  not  exactly  abutters  on 
the  square,  but  m  that  immediate  vicinity,  asking 
us  to  £,ive  a  patriotic  name  to  a  locality  which  is 
destined  to  become  an  important  business  centre. 
On  the  other  hand  we  have  the  remonstrances  of 
the  abutters,  few  in  number,  who  claim  to  have 
been  put  to  a  great  expense  for  stationery,  which 
will  have  to  be  sacrificed  if  the  name  is  changed. 
They  also  claim,  or  it  was  suggested  by  one  of 
them,  that  tbe  name  Post  office  square  will  have  a 
commercial  value.  That  is  true;  but  it  seems 
to  me  that  business  centres  have  a  value  in 
themselves.  Washington,  Federal  and  Congress 
are  all  the  names  of  business  centres,  and  Far- 
ragut  square  will  be  just  as  well  known, especially 
after  the  distinction  this  little  discussion  has 
given  it,  as  Post  Office  square.  I  rather  like  the 
idea  of  giving  a  patriotic  name  to  a  business 
centre.  Jackson  square,  in  New  Orleans,  is  just 
as  good  a  business  name  as  if  it  had  been  named 
after  cotton  bales  or  gunny  bags.  Then  it  would 
be  well  to  remind  the  business  world  that  there  is 
something  to  be  remembered  besides  thf  almighty 
dollar,  and  T  should  like  to  have  the  name  of  the 
old  heroin  that  square,  amid  the  whirl  of  busi- 
ness, rather  than  have  it  on  some  park  outside  of 
the  commercial  part  of  th.3  city;  and,  therefore,  I 
should  like  to  ask  those  gentlemen  to  sacrifice  the 
money  they  have  expended  for  stationery. 

Aldermen  Power — Of  course  the  members  of  the 
old  Board  will  remember  that  the  uieiits  of  both 
sides  of  this  question  were  fully  discussed  last 
year,  and  that  the  previous! Government  thought 
the  interests  of  the  city  would  be  best  served  by 
naming  this  square  Post  Office  square.  So  far  as 
the  change  goes,  there  does  n't  seem  to  be  any 
argument  iu  favor  of  it,  except  the  question  of 
patriotism,  which  has  been  brought  in  here  by 
parties  who  have  endeavored  to  work  upon  your 
sympathies  and  arouse  your  patriotism,  as  if  there 
was  any  doubt  that  those  who  desire  the  name 
to  remain  Post  Office  square  had  not  as  large 
an  amount  of  patriotism  as  those  who  wish 
the  change.  Those  who  desire  the  name  to 
remain  are  immediately  interested;  they  are 
those  who,  with  one  exception,  are  the  owners 
and  occupants  of  the  property.  Most  of  those 
who  desire  the  charge  are  not  citizens  or 
taxpayers  of  Boston.  It  seems  to  me  that  this 
is  purely  a  business  matter;  those  gentlemen 
who  own  property  about  there  thmk  their  busi- 
ness will  be  damaged  somewhat  by  a  change, 
and,  therefore  they  take  a  great  interest  in  it.  Of 
course,  when  it  was  named  Post  Office  square,  the 
abutters  had  not  gone  to  any  expense,  and  there 
was  no  great  feeling  iu  the  minds  of  the  commit- 
tee, one  way  or  another;  but  when  the  people  who 
owned  property  there  came  before  the  committee 
of  last  year,  we  thought  their  arguments  were  the 
hest,  and  it  was  named  Post  Office  square.  Since 
then  all  th.«  abutters  on  the  square  have  bad  their 
letters,  billheads  and  books  printed  or  engraved, 
at   great    expense,   and,   therefore,  that    seems 
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to  me  to  be  a  reason  to  let  it  lemain  as  it 
is.  Those  who  ask  for  a  change  are  busi- 
ness men  at  a  distance ;  and  you  can  readily  see, 
gentlemen,  how  easy  it  is  to  get  petitioners  to 
name  a  place  for  a  great  man  like  Admiral  Farra- 
gut.  I  presume  they  could  bave  got  almost  every- 
body in  Boston  to  sign  the  petition  if  nothing  of 
the  merits  of  the  case  was  known.  Therefore  the 
reasons  given  by  the  gentlemen  outside  should' 
have  no  weight  with  you  in  this  matter;  at  any 
rate  they  do  not  have  with  the  present  committee, 
nor  did  they  with  that  of  last  year.  Mr.  Fox,  ex- 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  came  here  to  represent  the 
petitioners  in  favor  of  the  change,  and  he  made 
a  very  patriotic  speech.  I  heartily  agree 
with  him  in  all  that  he  said  in  relation  to  Admiral 
Farragut,  as  no  doubt  do  all  of  you;  and  he  could 
not — it  was  not  ia  his  power  to — pay  him  the  trib- 
ute and  honor  that  he  deserves.  But  that  should 
have  no  bearing  on  this  question  at  all.  If  you 
wish  to  name  a  square  for  Admiral  Farragut,  let 
it  be  sojae  ornamental  square  like  the  Public  Gar- 
den, not  a  busy  thoroughfare  like  this— or,  as  was 
suggested,  give  that  name  to  one  <  f  the  new 
parks,  which,  it  seems  to  me,  would  be  more  ap- 
propriate. Therefore*,  I  hope  the  action  of  the 
committee  will  be  sustained  by  this  Board. 

Alderman  Harris  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  report  was  accepted — yeas  7,  nays  5: 

Yeas — Aldermen  Bigelow,  '  Burrage,  O'Biien, 
Pope,  Power,  Stebbins,  Viles— 7. 

Nays — Aldermen  Clark,  Harris,  Prescott, 
Quincy,  Worthington — 5. 

THE  MOVING  OF  BUILDINGS. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Paving  be  re- 
quested to  report  rules  to  regulate  the  movintr  of 
buildings  through  the  public  streets  of  this  city. 

Passed. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  grauted  to  William 
R.  Cavanagh  to  move  a  wooden  building  from 
Hampden  street  between  George  and  Eustis 
streets  through  Hampden,  Dudley,  Stoughton, 
Pieasant,  Commercial,  Dorchester  avenue  and 
Adams  streets  to  Adams  streec  corner  of  Gibson 
street,  upon  condition  that  said  Cavanagh  shall 
first  give  to  the  city  an  agreement  in  writing  sat- 
isfactory to  the  City  Solicitor,  saving  the  city 
harmless  against  any  and  all  claims  for  dam- 
age ,  costs  or  expenses  for  or  on  account  of,  or  in 
any  way  growing  out  of  the  moving  oi  saici  build- 
ing through  said  streets;  also  upon  condition  that 
said  Cavanagh  shall  first  obtain  and  file  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  Supeiiatendent  of  Streets  a  permir. 
fiom  the  Superintendent  of  the  New  Yoik  &  New 
England  Railroad  to  move  saiu  building  acto.a  the 
tracks  of  said  railroad  on  Dudley  street;  also  a 
permit  from  the  Superintendent  of  the  Olri  Colony 
Railroad  to  move  said  building  across  the  tracks  of 
said  road  on  Adams  street;  and  also  permits 
from  the  Metropolitan  and  Highland  Street  rail- 
road«  to  move  said  building  upon  and  over  their 
tracks  oti  the  above  described  route. 

Read-twice  and  passed. 

PAVING  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  same  committf  e,  sub- 
mitted orders  for  the  collection  of  sidewalk  and 
edgestone  assessments,  as  per  schedule  of  cost 
thereof  submitted  by  Superintendent  of  Streets, 
as  follows:  For  sidewalks— Bennington  street, 
$609.15;  Brooks  street,  $2110.41;  Chelsea  street, 
$1258  95;  G  street,  $533.23;  Gold  street,  $242.71 ; 
Athens  street,  $259.49;  Athens  street,  $1808.75; 
Saratoga  street,  $2908.89.  For  edgestones— Sara- 
toga street,  $411.39;  Eighth  and  M  streets,  $410.31. 
The  orders  weie  severally  reaa  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  same  committee,  sub- 
mitted the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  amount  assessed  to  W.  S. 
Kingsbury,  Dec.  7,  1874,  for  sidewalk  on  Eustis 
street,  corner  of  Hampden  street,  be  abated,  he 
having  paid  for  the  same  previous  to  assessment. 

Ordered,  That  the  amount  assessed  to  Samuel 
E.  Sawyer,  for  sidewalk  on  Millmont  street,  Ward 
15,  be  abated,  and  the  same  assessed  to  MaryB., 
wife  of  Charles  E.  Pike. 

Ordered,  That  the  amount  assessed  to  F.  W. 
Kittredge,  for  edgestones  on  Washington  street, 
Ward  17,  be  abated,  and  the  same  asses-sed  to  H. 
S.  Shepard  &  Chester. 

Ordered,  That  the  amour  t  assessed  to  George 
Putnam,  Jr.,  for  edgestones  on  Parker  street, 
Ward  15,  be  abated,  and  the  same  assessed  to 
Charles  Ward. 

Ordered,  That  the  amount  assessed  to  F.  W. 
Kittredge  for  edgestones  on  School  street,  Ward 


17,  be  abated,  and  the  same  assessed  on  Eliza, 
wife  of  Eiastus  W.  Sanborn. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $26.53  be  abated  from 
the  sidewalk  assessment  of  Edward  Foye,  on  Silver 
street,  and  the  same  assessed  to  Mary  E.  Murphy. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $4.32  be  abated  fiom 
the  sidewalk  assessment  of  William  Moran,  on 
Bolton  stieet,  said  amount  being  assessed  in  error. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $20.50  be  abated  from 
the  edgestone  assessment  of  William  P.  Morse,  on 
Trenton  street,  and  the  same  be  reassessed  as  fol- 
lows, viz.:  Galjn  Poole,  Jr.,  $10.25;  Alden  B.  Fos- 
ter, $10.25. 

Severally  read  twice  and  nassed. 

PERMITS  FOR  STEAM  ENGINES. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Steam 
Engines,  submitted  reports  in  favor  of  granting 
permits  to  locate  and  use  steam  engines  and  boil- 
ers by  George  H.  Ellis,  at  7  Tremont  place,  and 
John  W.  Greenleaf,  at  corner  of  Albany  and  East 
Canton  streets.    Severally  accepted. 

REMOVAL  OF  TREES. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  a  report 
in  favor  of  allowing  E.  C.  Millett  to  remove  four 
trees  from  Browns  avenue  and  Ashland  street, 
Ward  17,  at  his  own  expense  and  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Superintendent  of  Common,  etc.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Also,  an  order  for  a  hearing  on  Monday,  Feb.  8, 
at  tour  o'clock  P.  M  on  expediency  of  removing 
a  tree  frotu  the  roadwayat  the  coiner  of  Main  and 
Henley  stieets,  Charlestown,  when  all  persons  ob- 
jecting thereto  may  appear  and  be  heard.  Order 
pa-  sed. 

ORDERS  TO  PAY  FOR  STREET  DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Streets 
on  the  patt  of  the  Board,  submitted  orders  to  pay 
for  street  damages,  as  follows: 

Order  to  pay  John  C.  O'Callahan  $163.60— widen- 
ing of  Columbia  street.  Re^.d  twr  e,  on  motion 
of  Alderman  Hams,  and  passed. 

Order  to  pay  Horace  B.  Sargent  $7197.50— widen- 
ing of  Shawmut  a/enue.    Read  once. 

Order  to  pay  Ander.-on  P.  Breed  and  another, 
$4850.55-  South  Eoen  street,  Chailestown ;  the 
same  being  the  award  of  a  juiy,  with  interest 
costs,  etc.  Read  twice,  on  motion  of  Alderman 
Harris,  and  passed. 

NOMINATION    OF  ASSESSORS. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Assessors'  Department,  submitted  a  report  rec- 
ommending the  election  of  Thomas  Hills,  Benja- 
min Cushmg,  Thomas  J.  Bancroft,  Horace  Smith 
and  Benjamin  F.  Palmer,  as  Assessors.  The  report 
was  accepted,  and  the  nominations  were  laid  over 
undei  the  rule. 

SUPPLIES  FOR    HEALTH    DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Worthington  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent 'of  Health  be 
authorized,  during  the  present  municipal  year,  to 
make  contiacts,  subject  to  the  supervision  of  the 
Committee  on  Health,  for  the  purchase  of  such 
quantities  of  hay  or  grain  and  for  such  horses  and 
exchanges  as  his  department  may  from  time  to 
time  require ;  also,  for  such  material  as  shall  be 
required  for  the  use  of  this  department. 

Read  twice,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Worthing- 
ton, and  passed.    Sent  down. 

PAYMENT  OF  JUDGMENTS,  ETC. 

Alderman  Worthington  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  author- 
ized, with  the  approval  of  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  to  draw  upon  the  Treasurer  for  the  pay- 
ment of  all  executions  or  judgments  of  court 
against  the  city,  when  properly  certified  as  cor- 
rect by  the  City  Solicitor. 

Read  twice,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington, 
and  passed.    Sent  down. 

THE  POLICE  DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Burrage  submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Police  be  au- 
thorized to  make  such  airangements  as  they  deem 
expedient  for  keeping  the  horses  used  in  the  Po- 
lice Department;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Police. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Police  be  au- 
thorized to  purchase,  from  time  to  time,  such  fur- 
niture and  supplies  as  may  be  required  for  the 
use  of  the  Police  Department;  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Police. 

Ordered,  That  the  Comrr  ittee  on  Police  be  au- 
thorized to  make  such  repairs  as  may  be  necessary 
for  the  care  and  preservation  of  the  several  po- 
lice stations  and  the  police  steamboat;  the  ex- 
pense to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Police. 

Severally  read  twice,  on  motion  of  Alderman 
Burrage,  and  passed. 
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SUPPLIES  FOR  SURVEYOR'S  DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  O'Brien  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Surveyor  be  authorized, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Joint  Standing  Commit- 
tee on  the  Surveyor's  Department,  to  make  such 
purchases  of  supplies,  instruments,  drawing  ma- 
terials and  furniture,  and  to  incur  such  other  ex- 
penses as  may  be  necessary  for  his  department 
during  the  present  municipal  year. 
Read  once. 

REPAIRS  ON  BATH  HOUSES. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Batbing  be  authorized  to  make  such  repairs  as 
may  be  necessary  on  the  several  bathing  houses 
owned  by  the  city,  and  also  to  employ  such  assist- 
ance as  may  bg  required  for  the  care  and  preser- 
vation of  said  houses;  the  expense  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Public  Baths. 

Read  twice,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  and 
passed.    Sent  down.  < 

ADDITIONAL  WATER  SUPPLY. 

Alderman  Stebbms,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Water,  to  whom  was  referred  the  request  of  the 
Cochituate  Water  Board  for  an  appropriation  of 
$1,530,000  to  be  expended  in  providing  stoi  age  ba- 
sins on  tte  Sudbury  River,  an  additional  supply 
pipe  across  Charles  River  on  the  line  of  the  Co- 
chituate aqueduct,  and  in  constructing  a  new 
conduit,  submitted  a  report  recommending  that 
the  request  be  granted,  and  that  it  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance  to  report  an  order  pro- 
viding tne  means.  Report  accepted  and  reference 
ordered.    Sent  down. 

ALDERMEN'S  CONTINGENT  FUND.    ■ 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  be  authorized  to  approve  bills  for  ex- 
penses incurred  by  the  Boaid  of  Aldermen,  and 
the  standing  committees  of  the  Board  not  having 
charge  of  any  appropriations ;  also,  by  individual 
members  of  the  Board  while  engaged  in  the  dis- 
charge of  official  duty ;  the  amount  of  said  bills 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Contingent 
Expenses  of  the  Board  ot  Aldermen. 

Read  twice,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins, 
and  passed. 

REPAIRS  ON  COUNTY  BUILDINGS. 

Alderman  Prescott  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  County  Build- 
ings be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  cause 
such  repairs  and  alterations  to  be  made  as  may  be 
needed  on  the  Court  House,  County  Jaii  and  Pro- 
bate Building;  also  on  the  Municipal  Court  rooms 
in  the  Highlands,  Doi  Chester,  West  Roxbury, 
Briehton,  Ciiarlestown,  East  and  South  Boston, 
provided  said  repairs  and  alterations  shall  not 
exceed  the  sum  of  $5000  during  the  municipal 
year;  the  expense  there! or  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  the  County  of  Suffolk. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  County  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  provide  the  necessary  fur- 
niture for  the  Court  House  aid  Probate  Building; 
also  for  the  Municipal  Courtrooms,  Highlands, 
Dorchester,  West  Roxbury,  Brighton,  Charlestown, 
East  and  feouth  Boston;  the. expense  therefor  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  tor  the  County  of 
Suffolk. 

Severally  read  once, 

REPAIRS  ON  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

Alderman  Prescott  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  be  authorized  to  supply  the  ne- 
cessary furniture  for  and  cause  to  be  made  such 
repairs  and  cleaning  as  may  be  needed  upon  the 
City  Hall ;  also  such  repairs  on  the  police  station 
houses  and  engine  houses,  together  with  other 
public  buildings  as  are  not  made  by  the  respective 
depattments  using  them;  the  expense  therefor  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Public  Build- 
ings. 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Public  Buddings  be  authorized  to  supply  the 
necessary  furniture  for  and  cause  to  be  made  such 
repairs  and  cleaning  as  may  be  needed  in  the  sev- 
eral high,  grammar  and  primary  sclioolhouses ; 
the  expense  therefor  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation far  Sclioolhouses,  Public  Buildings. 

Severally  read  once. 

LAW  BOOKS. 

Alderman  Quincy  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  be 
authorized  to  purchase  law  books  for  the  City  So- 
licitor's office,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  $275; 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Incidentals. 
Read  once. 

ADDITIONAL    ASSISTANCE   IN   LAW    DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Quincy,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  to  whom.was  referred, as  a  part  of  the 


unfinished  business  of  the  last   City    Council,  an 
ordinance  providing  additional    assistance  in  the 
Law  Department,  submitted  a  report  recommend- 
ing the  passage  of  the  following: 
An  Ordinance  to  amend  an  Ordinance  Relating  to 

the  Law  Department. 

Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

. Section  1.  The  ordinance  relating  to  the  Law 
Department  is  hereby  amended  so  as  to  authorize 
the  Mayor  to  nominate,  and  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Standing  Committee  of 
the  City  Council  on  Ordinances,  appoint  a  fourth 
Assistant  Solicitor,  who  shall  possess  the  same 
qualifications,  and  hold  his  office  upon  the  same 
tenure  as  the  other  assistants.  He  "shall  perform 
such  professional  duties  incident  to  the  office  as 
may  be  required  of  him  by  the  City  Solicitor. 

Section  2.  Whenever  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Mayor  such  an  emergency  arises  as  to  require  that 
addit'onal  assistance  should  be  furnisned  in  the 
Law  Department,  the  Mayor  may,  with  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  provide  such 
assistance  for  the  time  being  as  he  may  deem  ex- 
pedient; and  the  compensation  therefor  shall  be 
established  by  the  Committee,  on  Claims- 

Read  once,  and,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Pres- 
cott, ordered  to  be  printed. 

CENSUS  AND  REVISION  OF  WARDS. 

Alderman  Quincy,  for  the  joint  special  commit- 
tee to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Mayor's 
address  as  relates  to  the  census  and  the  revision 
of  the  wards,  submitted  a  report,  in  part,  at  this 
time,  recommending  the  passage  of  the  accompa- 
nying orders : 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  pttition  the  Legislature  for  the  passage 
of  an  act  authorizing  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  to 
appoint  agents  to  take  the  decennial  census  and 
the  industrial  statistics  in  the  city  of  Boston, 
in    accordance    with    the     provisions    of     law. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  Legislature  for  the  passage  of 
an  act  authorizing  the  division  of  the  city  of 
Boston  into  such  number  of  wards,  not,  exceeding 
thirty,  as  the  City  Council  may  prescribe ;  and 
providing  that  each  ward  shall  be  entitled  to  two 
represe  tatives  in  the  Common  Council  and  two 
in  the  School  Committee,  and  that  the  City  Coun- 
cil shall  have  autroiity,  from  time  to  time,  to  di- 
vide the  several  wards  into  such  number  of  vot- 
ing precincts,  not  exceeding  three  in  each  ward, 
as  they  may  deem  expedient. 

Alderman  Quincy — I  should  like  to  move  for  the 
second  reading,  at  the  present  time,  ot  the  first  or- 
der, relating  to  the  decennial  census.  The  reasons 
for  desiring  it  to  pass  at  the  piesent  time  and  to 
have  the  city  appear  before  the  Legislature  as  soon 
as  possible,  are  as  follows:  The  General  Statutes 
provide  that  the  decennial  census  shall  be  taken 
agents  appointed  by  the  local  authorities,  the  by 
selectmen  of  towns  and  the  mayors  and  alder- 
men of  cities,  and  it  stood  so  until  last  year. 
In  1865  an  act  was  passed  for  the  collection 
of  an  immense  amount  of  industrial  statistics, 
by  agents,  provided  that  they  should  be  appoint- 
ed by  the  local  authonties,  and  who  need  not  be 
the  same  as  those  who  are  to  take  the  census. 
But  in  X874,  for  some  reason— it  has  been  suggest- 
ed that  it  was  to  give  the  Bureau  of  Statistics  of 
Labor  something  to  do  which  should  justify  their 
.  continued  existence — it  was  provided  that  not 
only  the  census,  but  the  collection  of  this  immense 
mass  of  statistics,  shtuld  be  undertaken  by  such 
local  assessors  as  should  be  designated  by  this 
bureau  at  the  State  House.  We  have  the  authori- 
ty of  the  chief  of  the  Assessors'  Department  that 
the  undertaking  of  this  labor  by  them  would  be 
absurd,  overworked  as  they  already  are,  and  +hat 
either  the  city's  business  would  be  neglected,  or 
the  work  of  collecting  the' statistics  badly  per- 
formed. In  consideration  of  the  fact  that  an 
attack  has  been  made  upon  the  Labor  Bureau,  and 
the  chances  are  that  the  census  matter  will  be 
taken  from  them,  it  is  important  that  the  city  of 
Boston  should  appear  at  the  State  House  asking 
that  it  be  put  back  where  it  was  before,— that  is, 
taken  by  agents  appointed  by  the  local  authori- 
ties. This  order  authorizes  the  Mayor  to  ask  for 
legislation  authorizing  the  appointment  of  agents 
to  do  this  work  as  it  has  been  done  heretofore,  and 
not  have  it  put  upon  an  already  overworked 
Board  of  Assessors.  It  is  desirable  that  the  atti- 
tude of  the  city  in  this  matter  should  be  taken  at 
once,  and  I  ask  that  the  order  may  take  its  second 
reading  today. 

The  order  relating  to  the  census  was  read  a  sec- 
ond time,  and  passed  and  sent  down,  and  the  or- 
der relating  to  the  division  of  wards  went  over 
under  the  rule. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

JANUARY    28,    1875. 


Regularj  weekly  meeting  at  7%  P.  M.,  Halsey  J 
Boardman,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  FOR  CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Annual  reports  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  and  City  Surveyor.    Placed  on  file. 

Notice  of  appointment  of  members  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  as  Special  Police  Officers  without 
pay. 

Petitions  ot  Herman  Grundel,  Company  E, 
Ninth  Regiment  Infantry,  Charles  R.  Classes. 

Orders  authorizing  the  Superintendent  of  Health 
to  contract  for  the  purchase  of  hay  and  grain,  and 
such  horses  and  exchanges  as  may  be  required 
for  his  department  from  time  to  time ;  authoriz- 
ing the  Mayor  to  draw  upon  the  Treasurer  for  the 
payment  of  executions  and  judgments  of  court 
against  the  city;  authorizing  the  Committee  on 
Bathing  to  make  necessary  repairs  on  bath  houses 
and  to  employ  assistance  for  the  care  of  the  same. 
Severally  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Report  nominating  Thomas  Hills,  Benjamin 
Cushing,  Thomas  J.  Bancroft,  Horace  Smith  and 
Benjamin  F.  Palmer  as  assessors.  Accepted  and 
nominations  laid  over. 

Report  recommending  the  granting  of  the  re- 
quest of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  for  an  ap- 
propriation of  $1,530,000,  for  a  new  conduit,  a  new 
siphon  and  for  storage  basins ;  and  reference  of 
the  same  to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  Report 
accepted  and  reference  ordered. 

Certificate  of  the  election  by  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men of  Uriel  H.  Crocker  as  a  member  of  the  Co- 
chituate Water  Board,  in  place  of  Amos  L.  Noyes, 
chosen  by  this  CouncU.  The  Council  proceeded 
to  ballot.  Messrs.  Morrison  of  Ward  9,  Jaques  of 
Ward  9,  and  Moone.y  of  Ward  2  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  receive,  sort  and  count  votes.  They 
reported  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 63 

Necessary  to  a  choice 32 

Amos  L.  Noyes  had 40 

Uriel  H.  CrocKer 23 

And  Mr.  Noyes  was  declared  elected,  in  non-con- 
currence.   Certificate  sent  up. 

Report  on  joint  rules  and  orders  of  the  City 
Council  (City  Doc.  No.  14),  and  order  establishing 
the  same.  Read  a  second  time  and  put  upon  its 
passage. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7—1  should  like  to  in- 
quire of  the  committee  in  what  the  joint  rules  of 
this  year  differ  from  those  of  last  year? 

Mr.  Sprague  of  Ward  4— The  principal  differ- 
ence will  be  seen  to  be  in  the  arrangement  and 
statement  of  the  different  rules.  The  committee 
intended  to  make  but  very  few  substantial  changes. 
The  only  such  changes,  I  think,  are  in  rules  10  and 
16.  In  rule  10,  in  the  second  line,  it  is  proposed 
to  change  by  inserting  the  words  "unless  other- 
wise ordered  by  the  City  Council  or  by  the  com- 
mittee." I  believe  this  rule,  as  it  stands  at  pres« 
eut,  was  adopted  a  year  ago ;  but  it  has  been 
represented  to  the  committee  that  it  was  almost 
impossible  not  to  violate  it  at  certain  times  in  the 
year.  It  sometimes  seems  necessary  that  reports 
should  go  to  one  board  or  the  other,  as  it  may 
save  time.  This  is  the  case  about  the  time  of 
the  summer  vacation  and  at  the  end  of  the  year; 
and  to  keep  the  rule  precisely  as  it  was  last 
year  would  retard  business.  The  committee 
intended  to  preserve  the  spirit  of  ths  rule, 
bnt  to  give  the  committee  discretionary  power 
in  the  matter.  A  change  has  also  been  "made  in 
rule  16,  by  including  under  it  "boards  and 
officers"  having  charge  of  appropriations,  as  well 
as  '■committees,"  the  words  "Boards  and  officers" 
having  been  inserted  in  two  places.  There 
seemed  to  be  no  reason  why  boards  and  officers 
having  the  charge  of  appropriations  of  money 
should  not  be  brought  within  that  rule,  as  well  as 
committees,  so  that  neither  can  spend  the  money, 
or  a  portion  of  it,  on  objects  other  than  those  for 
which  they  asked  to  have  it  appropriated.  As  I 
said,  the  other  changes  are  principally  in  the  ar- 
rangement and  statement,  which  the  committee 
iutended  to  simplify. 

The  order  was  passed. 


Report  and  order  requesting  the  Mayor  to  pe- 
tition the  Legislature  for  the  passage  of  an  ret 
authorizing  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  to  take  the 
decennial  census  and  the  industrial  statistics  in 
the  city.    Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  for  the  Mayor  to  appoint  three  commis- 
sioners to  investigate  and  report — 1.  On  the 
qual  ity  and  price  of  gas  furnished  in  this  city  as 
compared  with  that  furnished  in  other  localities. 
2.  Whether  any  improvements  can  be  made  in 
the  methods  of  manufactuie.  3.  Whether  it 
would  be  expedient  for  the  city  to  undertake  the 
manufacture  and  supply  of  gas  for  public  light- 
ing; and,  4.  Whether  any  further  legislation  is 
necessary  to  enable  gas  consumers  to  obtain  a 
prompt  and  impartial  investigation  into  com- 
plaints made  to  gas  companies,  etc.  Said  com- 
missioners to  serve  without  compensation,  except 
for  necessary  personal  or  clerical  expenses. 
Passed,  in  concurrence. 

ELECTIONS. 

The  following  matters  came  up  under  the  head 
of  unfinished  business : 

Directors  for  Public  Institutions.  Nomination 
of  James  Power  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and 
Cyrus  A.  Page  and  William  C.  Burgess  of  the 
Common  Council,  as  Directors  for  Public  Institu- 
tions. The  Council  proceeded  to  ballot.  Messrs. 
Wilbur  of  Ward  13,  Barry  of  Ward  7,  and  Beal  of 
Ward  16  were  appointed  a  committee  to  receive, 
sort  and  count  votes.    They  reported  as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 67 

Necessary  to  a  choice 34 

Alderman  James  Power  had 65 

"  Hugh  O'Brien 1 

Councilman  Cyrus  A.  Page 54 

"  William  C.  Burgess 34 

William  G.  Train 34 

Richard  Power 4 

"  John  N.  Devereaux 1 

"  James  J.  Flynn 1 

Alderman  Power  and  Councilman  Page  were 
declared  elected,  and  a  second  ballot,  to  fill  the 
vacancy  caused  by  the  tie  vote,  was  held,  with  the 
following  result: 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 65 

Necessary  to  a  choice 33 

William  C.  Burgess 34 

William  G.  Tram 29 

Richard  Power 1 

And  two  ballots  bearing  the  names  of  "Burgess"  and 
"Train"  each. 

Mr.  Burgess  was  declared  elected. 

Certificate  sent  up. 

Trustees  of  Public  Library.  Nomination  of 
John  T.  Clark  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and 
Charles  A.  Burditt  and  David  P.  Kimball  of  the 
Common  Council,  as  Trustees  of  the  Public 
Library.  The  Council  proceeded  to  ballot.  Messrs. 
Pierce  of  Ward  11,  Harrigan  of  Ward  1,  and 
Osborne  of  Ward  8  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
receive,  sort  and  count  votes.  They  reported  as 
follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 66 

Necessary  to  a  choice 34 

Alderman  John  T.  Clark  had 65 

Councilman  Charles  A.  Burditt 65 

"  David  P.  Kimball 65 

And  they  were  declared  elected. 
Certificate  sent  up. 

BADGES. 

Order  for  the  appointment  of  a  special  commit- 
tee to  procure  badges  for  the  members  of  the 
Common  Council  came  up  under  the  head  of  un- 
finished business. 

Mr.  Kimball  ot  Ward  6—1  move  to  amend  the 
order  by  inserting  before  the  word  "members" 
the  word  "such,"  and  after  the  word  "Coun- 
cil" the  words  "as  may  desire  them,"  so  that 
it  shall  read  "procure  badges  for  such  mem- 
bers of  the  Common  Council  as  may  desire 
them."  The  proposed  amendment,  it  seems  to 
me,  explains  itself;  it  is  simply  to  procure  badges 
for  such  members  of  this  "Council  as  want 
them,  and  for  no  others,  Doubtless  there  are 
many  members — I  happen  to  know  that  there  are 
some — who,  like  myself,  have  not  had  occasion 
during  the  past  year  to  make  any  use  whatever  of 
their  badges.  It  seems  to  me  that  if  there  are  any 
members,  old  or  new,  wLo  do  not  desire  badges,  it 
should  be  at  their  election  to  refuse  them  or  not, 
to  have  them  made  for  them  or  not.  I  hope  that 
those  who  do  not  desire  badges  shall  be  allowed 
not  to  take  them. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16—1  am  very  glad  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  6  has  offered  this  amendment. 
I  hope  and  have  no  doubt  it  will  prevail.    I  move 
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to  farther  amend  by  adding  at  the  end 
of  the  order  the  words  "not  to  exceed  six  dollars 
each."  I  do  not  see,  Mr.  President,  why  the  city 
of  Boston  should  be  called  upon  to  furnish  these 
badges  at  all;  ana  I  shall  vote  against  the  order 
in  toto,  as  I  did  last  year.  Certainly  nothing 
conies  from  them,  and  what  do  they  signify?  But, 
if  it  must  be  done — if  these,  which  are  to  be  the 
insignia  of  a  position  in  this  body,  are  to  he  adopt- 
ed— an  expense  of  $5  or  $6  is  just  as  well  for  all 
practical  purposes  for  which  this  badge  is  intend- 
ed bv  those  who  wish  to  u.se  it,  and  it  will  answer 
the  purpose  just  as  well  as  it  will  to  spend  $12  or 
§15,  as  we  did  last  year. 

The  question  was  upon  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Kimball. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  9—1  am  beartily  in  accord  with 
the  gentlemen  who  have  spoken,  in  the  spirit  of 
what  they  have  said  ;  but  I  am  rather  sorry  that 
these  amendments  have  been  offered,  because  I 
think  the  question  ought  to  have  been  met  as  a 
whole  and  not  in  this  half  way.  I  think  the  whole 
thing  is  wrong  from  beginning  to  end — wrong  in 
its  spirit  and  conception.  The  appointment  of 
members  of  the  Common  Council  as  special 
police  officers  puts  this  body,  I  think,  in  an  un- 
digni  fied  position.  If  I  understand  it,  this  Council 
is  a  legislative  body;  its  functions  are  to  make 
laws  and  rules  for  the  government  of  this  city, 
and  not  to  execute  them  as  policemen.  If  it  be 
said  that  emergencies  may  arise  where  it  would 
be  desirable  to  have  them  act  as  officers — they  are 
liable  to  be  called  upon  as  pajt  of  a  posse  com- 
mitatus— as  good  citizen?  they  can  offer  their  ser- 
vices at  any  time.  Therefore,  it  appears  to  me 
that  this  subject,  being  the  first  appropriation 
asked  for,  comes  up  early  every  year  as  a  sort  of  test 
question,  although  it  is  apparently  a  trivial  mat- 
ter; and  that  question  is  whether  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  will  say,  Shall  we  set  our 
faces  sternly  against  the  appropriation  of  any 
money  that  is  not  necessary  and  judicious  and  not 
for  the  good  of  the  city  ?  or,  shall  we  use  laxity  in 
regard  to  a  meagure  that  appeals  only  to  our  van- 
ity ?  This  has  got  to  be  a  test  of  that  very  princi- 
ple, and  it  is  more  so  because  it  is  a  simple  oue. 
On  other  questions  members  may  have  different 
opinions  upon  different  points,  but  nothing  can 
come  up  where  the  question  rests  more  upon  prin- 
ciple than  this.  It  is  a  mere  question  of  appeal- 
ing to  our  vanity.  Now,  assuming  that  it  is  de- 
sirable that  this  body  should  serve  as  special  po- 
lice, the  sincerity  of  our  feelings  can  be  as  well 
shown  by  adopting  a  very  simple  badge  as  by  an 
expensive  one.  If  we  are  called  upon,  in  case  of 
disturbance,  where  it  would  he  useful,  would  any 
gentleman  care  whether  his  badge  was  made  of 
tin  or  gold  ?  If  we  decide  to  accept  the  positions 
of  policemen  assigned  to  us,  it  appears  to  me  that 
we  should  have  a  very  simple  badge.  I  hope  the 
♦..amendment  will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7—1  think, with  the  gen- 
tleman who  has  just  sat  down,  that  we  should  kill 
this  whole  matter.  I  was  a  member  of  this  Coun- 
cil two  or  three  years  ago  and  got  one  of  those 
magnificent  badges ;  I  always  looked  with  a  great 
deal  of  veneration  upon  it,  and  I  wonder  how 
those  gentlemen  with  eight  or  nine  badges  feel 
when  they  take  them  out  of  the  drawer  to  look  at 
them.  Now,  if  we  are  going  to  have  a  bacige,  let 
us  have  a  grand  and  magnificent  one,  be- 
cause it  is  to  be  a  magnificent  affair — it  is 
like  the  shoulder  straps  and  epaulets  of  the 
army  officer.  Let  us  have  some  such  badges  if  we 
have  any  at  all.  What  would  we  do  without 
badges?  Jlf  a  great  fire  should  occur,  as 
one  gentleman  said  to  me,  where  would  the  flames 
be  if  we  were  not  allowed  to  enter  the  lines? 
Why,  sir,  the  whole  city  would  be  consumed  be- 
cause we  could  n't  enter  the  lines.  That  is  conclu- 
sive proof  why  we  should  have  gold  badges.  The 
other  police  officers  get  tin  badges, but  they  get  $3 
a  day,  while  we  serve  a  whole  year  for  nothing; 
and  why  should  n't  we  have  gold  badges?  If  we 
are  to  have  badges,  let  us  have  magnificent  ones, 
because  they  are  purely  ornamental.  I  belong  to 
this  body,  and  why  should  n't  I  have  something 
to  distinguish  me  from  the  common  herd?  If  I 
want  to  go  to  the  Howard  Athenaeum,  why  should 
n't  I  have  something  to  distinguish  me  from  the 
common  public,  and  pass  me  in  free?  Let  us 
have  them  magnificent,  if  we  have  them  at  all. 
But  in  all  truth  and  seriousness,  what  use  are 
they?  What  do  we  need  of  them?  What  do  we 
want  to  be  special  police  officers  for?  What 
duty  will  we  have  to  perform  that  will 
require  them?  I  am  afraid  that  when 
an      exigency     occurs    .we     would     be     found 


non  est— more  anxious  to  hide  our  gold  badges 
than  to  show  them.  If  we  are  to  be  special  police 
officeis,  year  after  year,  why  should  n't  the  badge 
of  last  year  do  for  this  year,  if  it  is  simply  to  show 
that  we  are  police  officers  ?  I  say  it  is  a  custom 
more  honored  in  the  breach  than  in  the  observ- 
ance, and  the  City  Government  that  disposes  of 
this  question  forever  and  aye  will  deserve  the  grat- 
itude of  the  people,  because  it  is  an  expenditure  of 
$1500  for  no  earthly  use  than  to  gratify  the  vanity  of 
the  members  of  the  Common  Council.  We  want  to 
have  something  to  distinguish  us  from  everybody 
else,  and  say  when  we  open  our  coats  that  this  is  the 
insignia  of  office  of  members  of  the  Common 
Council.  The  sooner  we  get  rid  of  this  thing  the 
oetter.  I,  for  one,  will  oppose  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  6,  and  the  whole  order, 
too. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Kimball  was  lost,  and 
the  question  was  upon  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Perkins. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6 — I  desire  to  say  a  few 
words  upon  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  1G,  and  I  shall  speak  seriously.  When 
I  offered  the  amendment  to  the  original  order  it 
was  not  with  the  intention,  as  the  member  before 
me  assumed,  of  killing  the  whole  measure.  I  of- 
fered it  honestly  for  the  purpose  of  being  able  if  I 
saw  fit,  not  only  to  decline  to  take  the  badge 
made  for  me,  but  to  ask  this  Council  that  a  badge 
should  not  be  made  for  me.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  16  offeied  an  amendment  that  the 
expense  of  the  badges  should  be  reduc- 
ed to  $6  each.  I  hope  that  amendment 
will  prevail.  If  we  need  a  badge  at  all 
it  is  for  use,  and  a  cheap  badge  is  as  useful  and 
serviceable  as  an  expensive  one.  That  genrlemen 
of  this  Council  may  know  how  much  is  being  ex- 
pended here  for  badges  I  would  state  that  in  the 
years  included  between  1857  and  1867,  $981  were 
spent  for  badges  for  both  branches  of  the  City 
Government;  while  from  1868  to  the  present  time 
this  branch  alone  has  spent  $7500.  Now,  it  does 
seem  to  me  that  it  is  time  to  stop.  Those  gentle- 
men who  were  here  with  me  last  year  know  that  I 
attempted  to  stop  this  enormous  annual  expendi- 
ture for  ornament.  I  desire  again  this  year  to 
ask  the  Council  to  adopt  a  cheap  badge,  and  as 
such  I  would  cheerfully  favor  the  price  limiting  it 
to  $6.  If  we  are  to  have  badges  and  every  mem- 
ber of  the  Council  must  have  one,  let  us  have  a 
cheap  one. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  entirely  agree  with  my 
colleague  that  we  ought  not  to  spend  $15  for  abadge. 
I  differ  from  some  of  those  who  have  spoken,  in 
thinking  that  a  badge,  if  it  can  be  a  proper  one,  is 
convenient  to  have  upon  certain  occasions.  While 
I  shall  feel  it  my  duty  to  vote  against  any  order 
authorizing  an  expenditure  of  $15  for  a  badge,  as 
we  did  last  year,  and  while  I  shall  oppose  an  un- 
limited expenditure  for  the  purpose,  I  should  be 
in  favor  of  supplying  all  members  of  this  body* 
with  badges  to  cost  not  over  $6,  for  which  sum  I 
think  appropriate  badges  can  be  obtained.  They 
are  very  convenient  upon  many  occasions,  and  I 
think  no  one  can  reasonably  find  fault  at  that 
price. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Perkins  was  lost  by  a 
rising  vote — 21  for,  32  against. 

Mr.  Parker  of  Ward  14  offered  the  following  as 
a  substitute : 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on 
the  Celebration  of  the  One  Hundredth  Anniver- 
sary of  the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill  be  requested  to 
consider  and  report  upon  the  propriety  of  causing 
a  medal  to  be  constructed  commemorative  of  those 
great  events  which  led  to  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  raise  the  question  of  or- 
der whether  that  is  proper  as  a  substitute,  and — 

The  President— Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  has  the 
floor. 

Mr.  Flynn — I  was  about  to  raise  the  same  point, 
that  the'order  offered  as  a  substitute  is  not  ger- 
mane to  the  subject  under  consideration. 

The  President — The  point  is  well  taken. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7— Does  the  Chair  rule 
that  we  cannot  get  medals? 

The  President— The  Chair  is  of  opinion  that  the 
order  offered  as  a  substitute  proposes  to  award 
something  in  the  future  that  does  not  necessarily 
or  apparently,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Chair,  fill 
the  place  that  is  proposed  by  the  order  for  badges. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  had  supposed  that  when 
this  small  question  of  badges  was  to  arise  this 
year  it  would  be  treated  in  the  same  manner 
which  it  has  been  heretofore,  and  that  is  with  rid- 
icule.   Now,  if  I  remember  aright,  there  are  some 
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forty  new  members  this  year,  more  than  a  majori- 
ty, and  I  think  the  new  members  are  entitled  to 
as  decent  and  respectable  a  badge  as  has  been 
customary  for  the  older  members  to  receive  and 
use.  I  have  some  two  or  three  badges  now,  one 
nearly  twenty  years  old,  which  cost  seventy-five 
cents,  when  I  was  in  the  Council  in  1857;  I  have 
the  badge  of  last  year  and  the  year  before,  both 
of  which  I  propose  to  keep  as  long  as  I 
live,  and  hand  down  to  my  children  to  show 
them  that  I  have  had  the  honor  of  being 
a  member  of  the  Common  Council  here ;  and  I  be- 
lieve that  the  new  members  here  are  entitled  to 
have  the  distinction,  the  honor  of  being  pointed 
out  as  members  of  this  honorable  body,  not  only 
to  the  present  generation,  but  to  the  future  gen- 
erations. And  whether  they  use  ttiose  badges  in 
performing  the  duties  of  policemen  or  otherwise, 
they  are  insignia  here,  no  matter  whether  it  is 
in  Boston  or  any  other  part  of  the  country,  and 
they  are  able  to  show  them  whether  in  good  or 
evil  report.  And  I  conceive  it  to  be  an  honor  to 
which  each  member  is  entitled.  I  hope  it  will  not 
be  frivolously  treated.  I  agree  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  6  that  he  is  perfectly  consistent 
in  offering  the  amendment  that  he  did.  I  think 
he  was  a  member  of  the  committee  last  year,  and 
a  handsome  badse  it  was.  Whether  the  badges 
are  to  cost  six  dollars  or  twenty-rive  cents 
is  not  the  question.  We  pa*s  through  orders  for 
the  appropriation  of  millions  of  dollars  here 
without  taking  one  tithe  of  the  time  that  we 
spend  talking  upon  this  subject.  I  believe  we  are 
belittling  ourselves  in  discussing  this  subject.  I 
believe  it  is  our  duty  to  vote  these  badges,  espe- 
cially when  many  members  of  this  body  are  new 
in  the  position.  "Notice  has  been  received  that  his 
honor  the  Mayor  has  appointed  and  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  have  confirmed  this  body  as  special  po- 
lice officers.  Now,  is  it  known  what  are  the  du- 
ties incumbent  upon  these  gentlemen  as  special 
police'?  Is  it  known  that  special  police  have  no 
right  to  exercise  the  prerogatives  of  police  offi- 
cers any  more  than  any  other  individual  ?  That  is 
law,  sir,  coming  from  me  who  am  not  a  lawyer. 
That  has  been  so  decided  by  the  City  Solicitor. 
They  will  not  be  called  upon  to  exercise  that  au- 
thority any  more  than  I  will  have  as  an  humble  pri- 
vate citizen.  Each  private  citizen  is  bound  by  the 
common  law  to  exercise  the  duty  of  policeman 
when  called  upon.  That  everybody  knows.  Butitis 
almost  useless-  to  discuss  this  matter.  I  think  the 
Council  is  ready  to  vote  for  a  badge.  As  for  vot- 
ing for  a  three-cent  badge,  I  am  opposed  to  it.  I  am 
willing  to  vote  for  such  a  committee  as  you,  sir, 
in  your  judgment  shall  appoint,  to  select  a  badge. 
I  hope  the  order  will  pass  without  any  amend- 
ment and  that  the  committee  will  select  a  decent 
and  respectable  badge,  and  if  any  member  here 
sees  fit,  he  can  refuse  it,  and  say  so  from  his  seat 
in  the  Council,  and  there  take  the  honor  of  it,  if 
honor  it  may  be.  I  believe  that  history  doesn't 
tell  of  a  single  individual  yet  who  refused  to  take 
his  badge,  and  I  don't  believe  that  history  will 
reveal  any  such  a  member  even  in  our  honorable 
Council  of  1875;  when  a  handsome  badge  is  pro- 
duced here,  100  years  after  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence, I  don't  believe  any  member  will  rise 
in  his  place,  and  say,  "I  spurn  it,  and  so  take  it, 
Mr.  President,  and  use  it  as  you  think  fit."  I  don't 
believe  that  man  exists. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16— The  practical  question 
which  comes  up  is,  as  the  gentleman  before  me 
has  remarked,  What  earthly  use  is  this  badge  to 
be  to  any  of  us?  I  do  not  want  it  to  hold  up  to 
my  children,  when  I  get  to  be  an  old  man, 
to  show  that  I  had  the  honor  of  being  a  member 
of  this  body.  If  I  can  do  nothing  to  teach  my 
friends  that  I  have  had  the  honor  to  sit  in  this 
body;  if  I  shall  do  nothing  to  impress  it  upon  their 
memories,  except  to  wear  a  tin  or  gold  badge  upon 
my  body,  I  shall  have  labored  in  vain.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  5  says  he  does  n't  believe  any 
members  of  this  body  will  decline  the  badge.  I 
respectfully  decline  it.  I  hope  the  order  will  not 
pass.  There  is  no  sense  or  propriety  in  taking 
$1500  out  of  the  treasury  to  gratify  the  vanity  of 
members. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  says  a  great  deal  of  time  is  spent  upon 
apparently  trivial  questions.  One  consideration 
occurs  to  me,which  shows  that  it  has  an  important 
bearing  upon  this  subject.  The  question  is.,  whether 
we  shall  vote  to  spend  money  which  we  believe 
to  be  thrown  away,  or  shall  we  vote  against  such 
action?  I  believe  that  the  easy  virtue  that  will 
allow  appropriations  confessedly  unnecessary  and 
injudicious,  if  exhibited  in  a  body  like  this,  ex- 


poses that  body  to  a  want  of  confidence  on  the 
part  of  those  who  are  represented, 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  hope  gentlemen  will 
not  allow  themselves  to  be  deceived  by  the  state- 
ment that  this  is  a  matter  of  a  few  dollars  and 
that  we  are  going  10  appropriate  much  larger 
sums  with  much  less  talk.  It  is  a  question  of 
how  much  money  we  shall  vote  into  our  pockets, 
and  if  we  vote  an  extravagant  sum  for  badges  I 
think  we  may  well  beware.  Gentlemen  may  rec- 
ollect something  about  the  back-pay  swindle. 
Members  of  Congress  thought  that  that  was  a  mat- 
ter of  only  a  few  thousands,  but  the  sentiment 
of  the  whole  nation  was  aroused  on  that  subject, 
and  a  great  many  felt  so  ashamed  of  themselves 
that  they  paid  the  money  back  aa;ain.  It  seems  to 
me  that  when  we  vote  an  extravagant  sum  for  a 
gold  or  silver  badge  we  put  ourselves  in  the  same 
position  that  those  congressmen  did  who  voted  a 
few  thousand  dollars  into  their  own  pockets. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6—1  Cannot  agree  with  the 
member  from  Ward  5,  and  be  willing  to  trust  the 
selection  of  a  badge  to  any  committee  that  you 
may  appoint,  sir;  not  that  I  lack  confidence  in 
you,  but  I  think  there  should  be  some  expression 
of  opinion  of  the  amount  of  money  that  we  put 
ir>io  each  badge.  It  is  quite  evident  that  the 
Couucil  is  ready  to  vote  upon  this  question,  but  I 
should  like  an  expression  of  opinion  that  the 
badge  should  cost  either  $10,  $15  or  $20, 
and  I  move  that  the  price  shall  not  ex- 
ceed $10.  Now,  notwithstanding  the  com- 
pliments of  the.  gentleman  from  Ward  5  in 
regard  to  the  badge  of  last  year,  I  did  not 
consider  it  a  very  handsome  one.  I  think  it  was  too 
large;  the  outside  rim  was  too  broad;  there  was 
too  much  space  within  the  shield  and  the  outside 
rim.  I  believe  that  we  could  get  a  small  gold 
badge  about  the  size  of  the  inner  rim  of  last 
years  badge,  with  a  raised  shield,  with  the  words 
"Boston  Common  Council,"  and  do  away  with  the 
name.  If  a  badge  shall  be  adopted  which  leaves 
off  the  name  I  shall  most  respectfully  decline  mine, 
because  I  do  not  want  it.  Mine  has  not  been  taken 
from  the  box  in  which  it  was  given  to  me  by  the 
City  Messenger  since  I  carried  it  home  that  night. 
But  if  the  Common  Council  determine  to  have  a 
badge  with  the  name  of  each  member  upon  it,  I 
shall  most  certainly  take  it,  for  some  of  our 
badges  have  been  found  where  I  don't  want  my 
name  to  go.  I  hope  the  Council  will  consider  that 
the  committee  can  get  a  gold  badge  for  ten  dollars, 
and  will  limit  them  to  that  sum.  My  experience 
last  year  was  that  every  man  who  is  goiug  to  offer 
a  design  knows  exactly  how  much  money  we 
voted,  and  you  cannot  get  a  bid  much  under  the 
price  we  propose  to  pay. 

Mr.  Shavv  of  Ward  5—1  don't  think  I  would 
differ  much  from  my  worthy  friend  from  Ward  6; 
certainly  not  in  this  particular,  and  if  the  com- 
mittee is  appointed,  I  wish  he  could  be  a  member' 
of  it,  and  then  he  can  have  his  voice.  I  agree 
with  him  perfectly  in  regard  to  his  criticism  of 
last  year's  badge;  it  couid  be  improved,  although 
I  thought  it  was  a  handsome  badge,  and  think  so 
still.  I  hope  that  if  the  committee  is  appointed 
they  will  profit  by  his  experience.  As  to  "the  crit- 
icism of  my  friend  about  the  members  of  Con- 
gress and  back  pay,  I  think  there  is  about  as 
much  relevancy  in  that  as  there  is  in  the 
wind  that  blows  across  the  Back  Bay.  Back 
pay!  Who  is  going  to  get  any  back  pay?  That 
comparison  isn't  hardly  worth  notice.  So  ridic- 
ulous is  it  that  it  should  be  wafted  down  to 
Washington  and  carried  down  to  New  Orleans, 
and  by  and  by  Andy  Johnson  will  get  to  Congress, 
and  by  and  by  he  will  make  the  welkin  ring. 
Why,  if  my  friend  could  get  to  be  a  member  of 
Congress  he  could  discuss  the  back-pay  question 
and  not  come  down  to  the  Common  Council.  I 
hope  this  matter  will  pass  right  along  as  it  ought 
to  do.  I  have  no  question  that  a  very  handsome 
badge  can  be  obtained  for  $10,  and  I  hope  the 
Council  may^accept  it  and  then  let  a  competent 
committee  be  appointed  to  carry  it  out. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  9 — As  one  of  the  forty 
new  members,  I  had  simply  intended  to  vote 
against  this  measure,  let  it  come  in  any  way  it 
does.  But  having  had  so  much  encouragement  I 
would  move  that  the  whole  subject  be  indefinitely 
postponed. 

The  President  ruled  that  the  motion  to  indefi- 
nitely postpone  was  not  in  crder  while  the  amend- 
ment was  pending. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Kirnball  was  carried  by 
a  rising  vote— 32  for,  26  against, 

Mr.  Morrison  renewed  the  motion  to  indefi- 
nitely postpone  and  Mr.Perkins called  fortheyear 
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and  nays,  which  were  ordered,  and  the  motion  to 
indefinitely  postpone  prevailed— yeas  35,  nays  32 : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Beal,  Burditt,  Cowley,  Crocker, 
Curtis,  Cushmg,  Day,  Pitzgerald,  Goldthwait, 
Guild,  Howes,  Jaques,  Kimball,  Kingsbury, 
Leighton,  Long,  Loring,  Morrison,  Newton,  Page, 
Parker,  Peabody,  PerkiDS,  Pierce,  Power,  Samp- 
son, Smitti,  Sprague,  Stacey,  Sweetser.  Thacher, 
Train,  Trull,  Wadsworth,  WiUcutt— 35. 

Navs— Messrs.  Anderson,  Barry,  Bent,  Burgess, 
Clarke,  Collins,  Coyle,  Cushman,Devereaux,  Dug- 
gan,  Edwards,  Fitzpatrick,  Flynn,  Harrigan, 
Hicks,  Hiscock,  Kelley,  Kingsley,  Lappen,  Mo- 
ley,  Mooney,  Murray,  Noyes,  Osborne,  Rice, 
Shaw,  Sibley,  Walsh,  Whitcomb,  Whitmore,  Wil- 
bur, Woods— 32. 

Mi-.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  moved  a  reconsideration 
of  the  last  vote,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  that  the  motion  to 
reconsider  be  specially  assigned  for  half-past 
eight  o'clock  next  Thursday  evening,  and  the  mo- 
tion was  declared  carried  by  a  rising  vote — 33  for, 
32  against. 

Mr.  Perkins  moved  that  the  last  vote  be  verified 
by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mi\  Flynn  called  for  the  ruling  of  tlie  Chair,  as 
no  doubt  had  been  raised. 

Mr.  Perkins  said  he  intended  to  doubt  the  vote. 

The  Chair  ruled  the  motion  in  order. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered.  The  motion  to 
specially  assign  was  lose — yeas  31,  nays  35: 

Yeas — Mesors.  Anderson,  Barry,  Bent,  Burgess, 
Clarke,  Collins,  Coyle,  Devereaux,  Duggan,  Ed- 
wards, FLzpatrick,  Flynn,  Harrigan,  Hicks,  Kel- 
ley, Kingsiey,  Lappen,  Moley,  Mooney,  Murray, 
Noyes,  Osborne,  Page,  Power,  Rice,  Shaw,  Sibley, 
Walsh,  Whitmore,  Wilbur,  Woods— 31. 

Nays— Messrs.  Beal,  Burditt,  Cawley,  Crocker, 
Curtis,  Cushing,  Day,  Fitzgerald,  Goldthwait, 
Guild,  Hiscock,  Howes,  Jaques,  Kimball,  Kings- 
bury, Leighton,  Long,  Loring,  Morrison,  Newton, 
Parker,  Peabody,  Perkins,  Pierce,  Sampson, 
Smith,  Sprague,  Stacey,  Sweetser,  Thacher,  Train, 
Trull,  Wadsworth,  Whitcomb,  WiJlcutt— 35. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  question  of  reconsideration,  and  the 
motion  was  lost — yeas  27,  nays  38: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Barry,  Bent,  Clarke, 
Collins,  Cushman,  Devereaax,  Edwards,  Fitzpat- 
rick, Flynn,  Harrigan,  Hicks,  Kelley,  Kingsley, 
Lappen,  Moley,  Mooney,  Murray,  Noyes,  Osborne, 
Rice,  Shaw,  Sibley,  Walsh,  Whitcomb,  Whitmore, 
Wilbur— 27. 

Nays— Me;*srs.  Beal,  Burditt,  Burgess,  Cawley, 
Crocker,  Curtis,  Cashing,  Day,  Fitzgerald,  Gold- 
thwait, Guild,  Hiscock,  Howes,  Jaques,  Kimball, 
Kingsbury,  Leighton,  Long,  Loring,  Morrison, 
Newton,  Page,  Parker,  Peabody,  Perkins,  Pierce, 
Power,  Sampson,  Smith,  Sprague,  Stacey,  Sweet- 
ser. Thacher,  Train,  Trull,  Wadsworth,  Willcutt, 
Woods— 38. 

THE  SINKING  FUNDS. 

The  semi-annual  report  of  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Sinking  Funds  (City  Doc.  No.  15)  was  re- 
ceived and  sent  upi 

The  gross  funded  debt,  Dec.  31,  1874,  was    $43,431,501.96 
The  gross  funded  debt,  June  30,  1874,  was      42,735,785.77 

Increase  of  the  gross  funded  debt  during 
the  six  months  ending  Dec.  31,1874 $695,716.19 

The   total   amount   of  the   redemption 

funds,  Dec.  3i,  1874,  was $14,329,994.73 

The  total  amount  of  redemption  funds, 

June  31,  1874,  was 14,264,451.30 

Increase  of  the  redemption  funds  during 
the  six  months  ending  Dec.  31,  1874, 
was $65,543.43 

Netdebt,  Dec.  31,  1874 $29,101,507.23 

Net  debt,  June  30,  1874 28,471,334.47 

Increase  of  the  net  debt  during  the  six 

months  ending  June  30, 1874 $630,172.76 

The  amount  of  debt  redeemed  at  matu- 
rity, and  cancelled  with  revenue  funds, 
during  the  six" months $252,000.00 


Burnt  District  Sterling  Loan  Sinking  Fund  265,410.33 

"                   "            "     Revenue  Fund  25,001.55 

Mystic  Water  Works  Sinking  Fund 74,388.28 

Public  Building  Loans  Sinking  Fund 135,850.62 

"                    "       Revenue  Fund 360.32 

Street  Improvement  Loans  Sinking  Fund..  366,596.09 

"       Revenue  Fund.  30,405.09 


Following  is  a  statement  of  the    sinking  funds 
and  debt: 

Revenue  and  Sinking  Funds. 

General  Debt  Sinking  Fund $10,507,704.10 

Water  Debt 1,415,717.31 

Consolidated    Street   Improvement,  Loan 

Sinking  Funds 763.913.67 

Appropriation  and  Revenue  Fund  1873-4. . ..  556,223.28 

Sunolk-street  District  Sinking  Fund 186,709.22 

Revenue  Fund 1,714.67 


Total  Redemption  Funds $14,329,994.73 


The  Debt. 

Total  Funded  Debt,  June  30,  1874 $42,735,785.77 

InorGHSG  since 

Burnt  District  Loan .$1,056,500.00 

Street  Improvement  Loan . .      493,000.00 

1,549,500.00 


Paid  from  General  Debt  Sinking  Fund- 
City  Debt $367,000.00 

Dorchester  Debt. .  15,000.00 
Charlestown  Debt  43,320.89 
West  Rox.  Debt. . .  15,000.00 
Brighton  Debt. . . .     49,550.00 

$489,870.89 
Paid  from  Consolidated  Street 

Improvement  Fund 43,340.00 

Burnt    District  Sterling  Loan 

Sinking  Fund .-      68,572.92 

Revenue  funds  (city  debt). . . .     252,000.00 


$44,285,285.77 


853,783.81 


Gross  funded  debt  Dec.  31,  1874 $43,431,501.96 

Less  redemption  funds 14,329,994.73 


Net  debt  Dec.  31,  1874 $29,101,507.23 


PETITIONS    PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Stacey  of  Ward  21— Petition  of  George 
W.  Little,  Trustee  of  Charlestown  Poor  Fund. 
Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Finance. 

By  Mr.  Rice  of  Ward  19 — Petition  of  Company 
C,  Fourth  Battalion  of  Infantry,  for  approval  of 
armoiy  on  Hancock  street,  near  Upham's  Corner, 
Ward  16.  Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Armo- 
ries. 

By  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4— Petition  of  R.  D. 
Smith  et  al.,  that  the  passage  across  King's 
Chapel  yard  may  be  opened  daily  through  to 
Court  square.    Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on 

By  Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  13— Petition  of  John 
Gilson,  that  a  certificate  of  city  of  Boston  six 
per  cent,  stock  be  delivered  to  him  to  replace  one 
that  was  lost.  Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Finance. 

Severally  sent  up. 

NOMINATING    COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Long  of  Ward  8  offered  an  order  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  joint  special  committee  to  nomi- 
nate candidate  for  Commissioner  of  the  Sinking 
Fund.  Read  twice  and  passed,  and  Messrs.  Long 
of  Ward  8,  Kingsley  of  Ward  3  and  Lappen  of 
Wa.id  12  appointed.    Sent  up. 

BADGES,- 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  be  a  committee  to  procure 

suitable  badges  for  the  members  of  the .  Common 
Council,  the  expense  thereof  not  to  exceed  the 
sum  of  fifteen  dollars  each ;  the  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  Contingent  fund  of  the  Common 
Council. 

Laid  on  the  table  on  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of 
Ward  7. 

DORCHESTER  BRANCH  LIBRARY. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Public  Libra- 
ry cause  to  be  printed  an  account  of  the  proceed- 
ings at  the  recent  dedication  of  the  Dorchester 
Branch  Library;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Printing. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

NOMINATIONS. 

Reports  of  nominating  committees  were  sub- 
mitted, as  follows: 

By  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5 — Recommending  the 
election  as  Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital,  Hugh 
O'Brien  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  Otis  H. 
Pierce  and  Henry  H.  Sprague  of  the  Common 
Council. 

By  Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  13— Recommending  the 
reelection  of  Alvah  H.  Peters  as  City  Messenger. 

Reports  severally  accepted  and  nominations 
laid  over. 

PERMITS  FOR  WOOD  BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  Cawley  of  Ward  2,  for  the  Joint  Special 
Committee  on  the  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings, submitted  reports  with  orders  authorizing 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


the  granting  of  permits  to  C.  J.  Donovan  &  Co., 
to  erect  wooden  building  on  Bartleit  place,  Ward 
13,  and  to  Smith  &  Jacobs  to  erect  building  for 
storage  of  lumber  on  Plympton  street,  Waid  10. 
Orders  read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

FINANCE. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9  submitted  reports  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Finance  respectively  on 
petition  of  F.  A.  Hall  and  the  communication 
from  tbe  Auditor  of  Accounts,  recommending  the 
passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  and  be 
hereby  is  authorized  to  pay  Francis  A.  Hall  three 
City  of  Boston  gold  coupons  of  $25  each,  num- 
bered 2934,  4271  and  5794,  alleged  to  have  been 
burned,  upon  satisfactory  evidence  of  such  loss 
being  produced  by  the  party  claiming  payment, 
and  on  condition  that  said  party  shall  give  a  bond 
to  the  city  with  sufficient  sureties  satisfactory  to 
the  City  Solicitor  and  City  Treasurer  to  indemnify 
it  from' all  claims  in  consequence  of  said  payment. 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  ap- 
propriation for  Incidental  Expenses  to  thac  for 
Contingent  Fund  of  the  Common  Council  the 
sum  of  $500. 

Severally  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

LODGERS  AT  STATION  HOUSES. 

Mr.  Sprague  of  Ward  4  offered  the  folkraing. : 
Ordered,  That  that  portion  of  the  annual  report 
of  the  Chief  of  Police  relating  to  lodgers  at  station 
houses  be  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Ordinances;  and  that  they  be  requested  to  con- 
sider and  report  whether  it  is  expedient  to  make 
any  changes  in  the  present  arrangements  for  the 
accommodation  of  transient  lodgers,  or  to  provide 
temporary  employment  for  such  lodgers,  so  as  to 
enable  them  to  compensate  the  city  for  the  shel- 
ter and  food  afforded;  and  if  any  changes  are 
deemed  advisable. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

THE  USE  OF  BADGES. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  offered  the  following: 

Ordeied,  That  the  use  of  badges  for  the  Com- 
mon Council  at  the  expense  of  the  city  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  Flynn  moved  to  lay  rue  order  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16 — I  hope  the  order  will 
not  be  laid  on  the  table.  It  seems  to  ine  that  the 
order  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  is 
nothing  but  an  attempt  to  filibuster. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  16  has  no  right  to  state 
what  my  motives  were. 

Mr.  Perkins— I  ask  the  gentleman's  pardon. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  declared  lost, 
on  a  rising  vote— 28  for,  29  against. 

Mr.  Flynn  called  tor  the  yeas  and  nays,  that  the 
vote  might  be  verified. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  the  motion 
was  lost— yeas  29,  nays  31. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Barry,  Bent,  Burgess,  Clarke, 
Collins,  Coyle,  Cushman,  Devereaux,  Edwards, 
Fitzpatrick,'  Flynn,  Harrigan,  Hicks,  Kelley, 
Kingsbury,  Kingsley,  Lippen,  Moley,  Mooney, 
Murray,  Noyes,  Osborne,  Pierce,  Power,  Rice, 
Shaw,  Walsh,  Whitmore,  Wilbur— 29. 

Nays— Messrs.  Beal,  Burditt,  Cawley,  Curtis, 
Cushing,  Day,  Fitzgerald,  Goldthwait,  Guild, 
Hiscock,  Howes,  Jaques,  Kimball,  Leighton, 
Long,  Loring,  Morrison,  Newton,  Parker,  Pea- 
body,  Perkins,  Sampson,  Smith,  Sprague,  Stacey, 
Sweetser,  Thacher,  Trull,  Wadsworth,  Whitcomb, 
Wilicutt— 31. 

Mr.  Perkins  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4— May  I  inquire  the 
meaning  of  the  order?  1  confess  that  I  can  at- 
tach no  meaning  to  the  words  as  the  order  now 
reads. 

Mr.  Perkins— The  plain  and  iinple  intention  of 
the  order— it  has  been  very  hastily  drawn— was  to 
settle  this  question  tonight  and  hereafter  for  this 
year.  The  Council  have  voted  substantially  to- 
night not  to  spend  money  from  the  city  treasury 
for  badges.  By  parliamentary  practice  an  order 
has  been  introduced  here  which  looks  to  the  de- 
feat of  the  wish  of  the  majority  as  expressed  here 
tonight.  Therefore  this  order  is  offered  to  settle 
this  question  and  to  decide  that  no  members  shall 
have  badges  at  the  expense  of  the  city  of  Bostyn- 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— There  is  a  saying  some, 
thing  like  this  in  Shakspeare: 

"If  it  were  clone,  when  't  is  done,  then  't  were  well 
It  were  done  quickly." 


Now,  sir,  what  is  the  utility  of  this  order?  We 
may  pass  such  an  order  as  this  tonight  and  next 
Thursday  evening  we  can  pass  an  order  for  sup- 
plying ourselves  with  badges,  and  it  is  perfectly 
competent  for  us  to  do  so.  Did  the  gentleman 
and  his  beautiful  colleagues,  the  illustrious  trio, 
go  into  the  ante-rooms  with  the  redoubtable  mem- 
ber from  Ward  7  [Mr.  Fitzgerald]  to  concoct  this 
order.  Did  they  go  there  and  bring  forth  this  or- 
der de  novo  ?  or  did  they  do  it  with  malice  pre- 
pense? De  novo,  because  it  never  was  thought  of 
them  before.  Brought  here  because  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  7  [Mr.  Flynn]  saw  fit  to  introduce 
an  order  which  had  a  utility  and  meant  business, 
and  they  must  needs  offer  an  order  which  means 
nothing  but  filibustering.  Now,  sir,  I  ask,  what 
is  the  utility  of  this  order?  Pass  an  order  pro- 
hibiting the  use  of  badges!  This  Council  has 
no  badges,  and  we  cannot  prohibit  that  which 
does  not  exist.  My  friend  must  go  farther  out 
than  the  Sixteenth  Ward  to  bring-  in  that.  I  can 
see  flilibustering  in  it  to  the  greatest  extent, 
when  I  saw  the  illustrious  trio  consulting,  and 
their  ideas  put  into  shape  and  written  down  by 
the  facile  pen  of  their  friend  from  Ward  16.  Then 
what  is  the  use  of  it?  Wnat  is  the  use  of  spend- 
ing time  on  it?  I  hope  the  Council  has  got  too 
much  sense  to  pass  this  order,  because  I  can  see 
no  utility  in  it. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7—1  always  like  to  hear 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  talk.  He  reminds  me 
of  a  little  piec 3  of  poetry,  which  runs  something 
like  this : 

"There  was  a  little  man 
And  he  had  a  little  soul, 

And  he  said,  'Little  soul,  let  us  try,  try,  try, 
To  go  beyond  your  reach, 
And  make  a  little  speech, 

Just  to  please  you  and  I,  little  soul, 

Just  to  please  you  and  I,'  " 

and  nobody  else.  It  was  n't  Shakspeare  who  said 
it.  It  was  Tom  Moore.  The  gentleman  always  re- 
miuds  me  of  that  little  man  when  he  talks.  But,, 
sir,  he  has  chosen  to  be  personal  upon  an  ''illustri- 
ous trio."  I  don't  know  who  they  are,  but  I  assure 
the  gentleman  that  he  is  rather  rash  in  his  charges- 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  16  did  n't  draft  that, 
order  at  all ;  his  facile  pen  did  n't  do  it.  That  is  all 
bosh  and  nonsense,  and  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5,  who  is  so  good  at  guessing,  will  have  to. 
try  again.  The  object  of  the  order — I  should 
not  have  spoken  of  the  gentleman,  but  he 
was  so  complimentary  I  could  not  help  it 
— was  to  prevent  filibustering  on  this  sub- 
ject being  resorted  to  in  the  Council.  -  If  an 
order  for  badges  is  voted  down  that  will  not. 
prevent  any  member  of  this  Council  coming  in 
here  again  with  a  different  order  for  badges  at  a 
different  price,  and  I  have  no  doubt  the  intention 
of  the  order  was  to  prevent  that.  If  this  order  is 
passed  no  badges  can  be  ordered  until  this  order 
is  revoked. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— The  gentleman  from  Ward 
7  knows  exactly  what  the  meaning;  of  the  order 
is,  because  he  wrote  it  and  passed  it  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  16,  so  there  was  a  concert  of 
action  for  the  purpose  of  filibustering.  In  order 
that  there  may  be  no  more  of  that  this  evening,  I 
move  thac  the  Council  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  lost  by  a  rising  vote— 28  for,  31 
against. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7—1  move  to  insert 
after  the  word  "that,"  at  the  beginning  of  the 
order,  the  word  "hereafter."  I  want  to  state  fur- 
ther that  what  the  p;entleman  from  Ward  7  states 
is  true,  that  I  intend  by  every  parliamentry 
means  in  my  power  to  prevent  the  passage  of  his 
order,  and  he  may  call  it  filibustering.  1  call  it 
parliamentary  rule. 

Mr.  Perkins  accepted  the  amendment,  but  Mr. 
Flynn  objected,  and  the  Chair  overruled  the  ob- 
jection. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  passage 
of  the  order. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  desire  to  say  a  word 
in  explanation  of  my  own  opinion  upon  this  mat- 
ter. If  I  were  able  to  put  off  all  flilibustering  and 
put  an  end  to  this  troublesome  question  this  year, 
I  should  be  glad  to  vote  for  the  order.  But  un- 
less it  could  have  that  good  effect,  it  seems  to  me 
proper  that  we  should  have  a  cheap  and  reason- 
able badge,  and  I  shall  feel  compelled  to  vote 
against  this  order.  If  it  would  settle  the  question 
I  would  vote  for  it.  I  think,  however,  that  it  is 
proper  to  have  a  cheap  badge. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5  moved  that  the  whole  mat- 
ter be  indefinitely  postponed  and  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 
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The  motion  prevailed— yeas  33,  nays  29: 
Yeas — Messrs.  Barry,  Bent,  Burgess,  Clarke, 
Collins,  Coyle,  Crocker,  Cushman,  Damon,  Day, 
Devereaux,  Duggan,  Edwards,  Fitzpatrick,  Flynn, 
Harrigan,  Hicks,  Kelley,  Kingsbury,  Kingsley, 
Lappen,  Moley,  Mooney,  Murray,  Noyes,  Osborne, 
Power,  Rice,  Shaw,  Walsh,  Whitcomb,  Whitmore, 
Wilbur— 33. 

Nays— Messrs.  Beal,  Burditt,  Cawley,  Curtis, 
Cushing,  Fitzgerald ,  Goldthwait,  Guild,  Hiscock, 
Howes,  Jaques,  Kimball,  Leighton,  Long,  Loring, 
Morrison,  Newton,  Parker,  Peabody,  Perkins, 
Pierce,  Smith,  Sprague,  Stacey,  Sweetser,  Thach- 
er,  Trail,  Wadswortb,  Willcutt— 29. 

TWENTY-SECOND  OF  FEBRUARY. 

Mr.  Kingsbury  of  Ward  15  offered  the  follow- 
ing: 

Ordered,  That  his  honor  the  Mayor  cause  the 
flags  to  be  displayed  on  the  public  buildings  and 
grounds,  salutes  to  be  fired  and  bells  to  be  rung 
in  the  city  proper,  Charlestown,  West  Koxbury, 
South  Boston,  Roxbury  and  Brighton  on  the  22d 
of  February,  Washington's  Birthday. 

Ordered,  to  a  second  reading. 

COMMITTEE  ON  ACCOUNTS. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5  announced  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Accounts  had  organized  by  tlie  election 
of  James  J.  Flynn  as  chairman. 

EAST  BOSTON  FERRIES. 

Mr.  Day  of  Ward  1  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
East  Boston  Ferries  be  requested  to  consider  and 
report  on  the  expediency  of  reducing  the  rates  of 
tolls  on  such  ferries. 
Passed  and  sent  up. 

THE    CHARTER. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Printing, 
under  the  direction  of  the  committee  on  that  de- 
partment, be  instructed  to  have  printed  one  thou- 
sand copies  of  the  first  seventy-five  pages  of  a 
document  which  was  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Commission  on  the  Charter  entitled  "Charter  of 
the  City  of  Boston  and  List  of  Special  Statutes 
now  in  Force,"  etc.,  together  with  any  additions 
which  may  seem  desirable,  the  said  reprint  to  be 
in  the  u?ual  form  of  city  documents. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6— If  I  understand  that 
order  correctly  it  instructs  the  printing  of  that 


number  of  copies  at  once.  I  move  its  reference  to 
the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4— The  document  to 
which  I  referred  has  probably  been  seen  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  6.  It  was  pre- 
pared for  the  commissioners  and  a  very  few 
copies  were  printed.  The  reason  it  is  desirable 
to  have  it  reprinted  is  this  :  We  shall 
very  soon  have  tbe  question  of  a  new  city  charter 
under  consideration,  and  there  is  no  document 
which  contains  all  the  amendments  made  by  the 
Legislature  to  the  present  charter.  In  1869  a 
large  document  with  the  amendments  down  to  that 
time  was  printed.  Since  then  all  the  legislation 
has  been  printed  in  the  copies  of  the  Laws  and  Ordi- 
nances, but  in  the  supplement  to  the  ordinances 
this  year  the  laws  passed  by  the  State  are  omitted, 
so  that  there  is  no  document  containing  the  char- 
ter and  the  legislation  upon  it.  At  the  time  the 
commission  was  in  session  a  document  was  pre- 
pared containing  all  that  legislation,  and  the  order 
I  have  introduced  looks  to  the  printing  of  it 
in  document  form.  I  have  named  1000  copies 
because  I  thought  it  was  a  small  enough  number. 
It  contains  about  seventy-five  pages,  and  may  re- 
quire an  index.  I  hardly  think  it  necessary  to 
refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Printing,  as  the 
Council  can  understand  it  as  well  tonight  as  they 
can  after  the  reference. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9— It  is  very  likely  that 
this  is  a  valuable  document  to  put  before  us. 
I  should  be  glad  to  vote  for  the  order;  but  I 
never  Lke  to  be  called  upon  to  vote  for  an  order 
after  only  two  or  three  minutes'  consideration. 
One  week's  delay  can  do  no  harm,  and  it  seems  to 
me  to  be  quite  desirable  that  it  should  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — It  seems  to  me  that  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6  is  eminent- 
ly fitting  and  proper.  I  don't  think  the  city  wants 
to  have  it  printed.  The  commissioners  have 
brought  forth  a  report  which  I  don't  think  ten 
men  in  Boston  will  ever  vote  for ;  and  an  enor- 
mous expenditure  for  this  document  seems  to  me 
to  be  wholly  unwise.  I  hope  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  who  are  competent  to  judge  of  that 
matter,  will  pass  upon  it  and  report  upon  the  fea- 
sibility of  it. 

The  order  was  referred.    Sent  down. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  the  Council 
adjourned. 
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BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN. 


CITY   OF   BOSTON. 


Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

FEBRUARY    1,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS    CONFIRMED. 

Special  Police  Officers — Frank  E.  Jones,  Masonic 
Temple;  Reuben  B.  "Wendell,  Meridian-street 
Bridge;  David  Leavitt,  Mechanics'  Exchange; 
George  H.  Skinner,  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad 
Drawbridge  No.  1. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Thomas  J.  Lane,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
new  wooden  stable  for  two  horses,  on  Paris  street, 
near  Marion  street. 

Ira  E.  Fairbanks,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  stable  for  one  horse,  on  Evans  street, 
Ward  16. 

To  the  Committee  on  the  Treasury  Department 
on  the  part  of  the  Board.  Augustus  Parker,  that 
the  mortgage  given  in  1795  by  Ebenezer  Seaver  to 
the  Town  Treasurer  of  Roxbury  be  cancelled  and 
discharged. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  Jo- 
seph Dorr  et  al.,  that  the  boundary  line  of  City- 
whaif  lot  No.  13  be  straightened. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Jesse  U.  Jones,  for  removal  of  tree  at 
corner  of  Elm  and  Summer  streets,  Charlestown. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  Glover  &  Jones,  for  leave  to 
erect  a  wooden  building  situated  on  wharf,  rear 
of  Commercial  street  and  opposite  Ellsworth 
street,  Ward  16. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Ferdinand  Her- 
man, for  abatement  of  sewer  assessment  on  estate 
12  Circuit  street;  John  H.Robinson, for  abatement 
of  sewer  assessment  in  Brook  avenue. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Joseph  W.  Bart- 
lett,  that  his  method  of  lighting  lamps  be  applied 
at  the  south  section  of  the  city. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  M.  P.  Sias,  for 
leave  to  move  a  wooden  building  in  East  Boston 
from  Mayo's  wharf,  New  street,  to  Orleans  street. 

John  B.Voisin,  John  and  Martin  F.  Mulligan, 
Andrew  Gallagher  and  Hiram  A.  Campbell,  for 
compensation  for  grade  damages  on  Cabot  street. 

Metropolitan  Railroad  Company,  for  a  confirma- 
tion or  a  re-location  of  their  tracks  on  Court 
street,  between  Tremont  and  Washington   streets. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  purchase, 
from  time  to  time,  horses,  hay  and  other  materials 
for  the  Paving  Department. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  set  edge- 
stones  when  furnished  by  abutters,  and  to  pay 
one-half  the  cost  of  the  same. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  provide 
fences  by  the  side  of  vacant  lots  abutting  on  the 
public  streets. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  number 
or  renumber  any  of  the  public  streets  of  this  city. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  grant 
permits  to  open  the  streets  in  accordance  with 
sections  9  and  10  of  the  ordinance  relating  to 
streets. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  lay  cross- 
walks and  gutters  when  deemed  expedient  by  the 
Committee  on  Paving. 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  County  Buildings  to 
provide  the  necessary  furniture  from  time  to 
time  for  the  several  county  buildings. 

Order  for  the  Commit  ee  on  County  Buildings 
to  make  the  necessary  repairs  on  the  several  court 
houses. 

Order  to  pay  Horace  B.  Sargent  $7197.50,  for 
land  taken  on  Shawmut  avenue. 

Severally  passed. 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  pro- 
vide the  necessary  law  books  for  the  City  Solici- 
tor's office. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to 
provide  for  the  necessary  repairs  and  cleaning  of 
the  several  public  buildings. 

Order  for  the  City  Surveyor  to  purchase  from 
time  to  time  such  supplies  for  his  department  as 
the  committee  on  said  department  may  approve. 

Order  lor  Committee  on  Public  Buldings  to 
make  such   repairs    on   schoolhouses    as   may  be 


deemed  expedient   by  the   committee  on  that  de- 
partment. 
Severally  passed  and  sent  down. 

REDIVISION   OF  THE  WARDS. 

The  order  for  the  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legisla- 
ture for  authority  to  divide  this  city  into  wards, 
not  exceeding  thirty  in  number,  with  a  represent- 
ation of  two  Common  Councilmen  and  two  School 
Committee  from  each  ward,  and  also  to  establish 
not  exceeding  three  voting  precincts  in  each 
ward,  was  considered  under  the  head  of  unfin- 
ished business. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  suppose  some  little  expla- 
nation   will    be    desired    by    the   Board   of   the 
reasons   which   induced    the    committee   to   re- 
port  this   order.       The    legal    position   of    the 
matter    at    present    is    this:      Cities     are    now 
allowed    by    law    in    every   census   year   to  re- 
divide     their     territory    into     as    many    wards 
•  as  they   see  fit,   not  exceeding   the   number   to 
which  they  are  limited  by  their  charters.    Our 
charter  first  provided  for  twelve,  then  for  not  ex- 
ceeding fifteen  and  sixteen  successively,  ;!iid  then, 
without  in  terms  further  extending  the  limit  to 
which  the  city  should  be  entitled,  certain  annexed 
districts  were  declared  to   constitute  additional 
wards  under  certain  numbers.     So  that  by  the 
failure  of   Brookline   to  come  in  we    have  now 
twenty-one  wards,  one  of  which  is  by  act  of  the 
Legislature  numbered  twenty- two.    In  this  state 
of  things  it  is  evident  that  some  legislation  is 
requisite  to  fix  clearly  the  charter  limit,  beyond 
which  in  the  re-division  we  may  not  go.    That  our 
present  number  of   twenty-one  should  be  some- 
what increased  seems  a  pretty  general  conviction, 
though  upon  the  point  of  where  the  limit  should 
be  placed  opinions  differ— some  considering  twen- 
ty-two or  twenty-four  to  be  enough;  others,  who 
for  various  reasons  believe  in  much  smaller  wards 
than  we  have  now,  have  suggested  twenty-six, 
twenty-eight  or  even  thirty.  It  seemed,  then,  to  the 
committee  that  the  first  step  to  which  it  was  suppos- 
ed no  objection  would  be  made  was  to  ask  the  Legis- 
lature to  so  alter  our  charter  that  we  may  decide 
unon  what  number  we  choose  under  thirty.    This 
simply  fixes  a  limit  within  which  the  question  of 
increase  or  diminution  is  left  open.    And  this  was 
at  first,  in  the  opinion  of  the  chairman,  all  that 
this    committee   en   the   redivision   should   now 
recommend.    Granting  that  it  will  be  within  the 
province  of  the  special  committee  on  redivision  of 
wards  to  deal  also  with  the  question  of  represent- 
ation and  the  size  of  the  coordinate  branches,  it 
would  have  been  time  enough  to',pffer  recommend- 
ations on  that  point  in  connection  with  the  defi- 
nite number    under   thirty  when    agreed   upon. 
Then  the  question  must  come  up,  because  as  the 
present  charter  stands  each  ward  after  redivision 
will  become  entitled  to  a  representation  of  four 
and  six  in  Council  and  School  Committee  respec- 
tively, greatly  increasing  the  size  of  both,  and  the 
committee  could  hardly  recommend  any  particular 
number  of  wards  without  at  least  stating  the  basis 
of  representation  which  they  had  in  view,  whether 
that  of  the  present  charter  or  a  change.     And 
it  is  evident  that  this  committee  must  act  entirely 
irrespective  of   the  chances  of  the  new  charter. 
For  a  redivision  of  wards  being  admitted  to  be 
now  imperative  we  are  brought  face  to  face  with 
the  question  of  an  increased  or  diminished  Coun- 
cil and  School  Committee,  and  this  is  a  question 
which  a  majority  of  the  committee  w  ere  in  favor 
of  now  bringing  forward.    If   the  Board  should 
think  it  well  that  it  should   now  be  discussed  I 
should  favor  the  passage  of  this  order  for  which 
I  voted  as  against  one  contemplating  a  less  num- 
ber of  wards  and  no  diminution  of    the  present 
numbers  of  the  two  representative  bodies.    But  if 
the  Board  should  be  of   opinion    either  that  we 
shall  have  more  light  by  which  to  discuss  the  mat- 
ter at  a  later  period,  which  is  certainly  my  opin- 
ion, or  that  it  would  be  well   to  allow  the   ooher 
branch  to  take  the  initiative  in  amatter  particular- 
ly affectingtheui,then  Icertainly  should  not  oppose 
an  amendment  striking  out  of  the  order  so  much  as 
bears  upon   the  representation  of  the  redivided 
wards.    Then  the  granting  of  this  power  by  the 
Legislature  binds  us  to  nothing,  but  simply  per- 
mits us  to  decide  upon  any  nuu.ber  up  to  and  in- 
cluding thirty.    In  other  words,  the  situation  is 
simply  this  -charter  or  no   charter,  the  census  is 
to  be  taken,  and  the  opportunity  for  a  redivision 
in  accordance  therewith   will  not  return  for  ten 
years.    If  it  is  desirable  to  redivide,  is  it  not  also 
desirable  to    be  empowered  to    increase,   if  we 
choose,  the  present  number  of  wrrds?    If  so,  the 
sooner  we  ask  for  and  obtain  that  power  the  bet- 
ter. 


FEBRUARY       1,       1875. 


30 


Alderman  Power — I  suppose  that  there  will  have 
to  be  a  redivision  of  the  wards,  but  I  think,  as  the 
gentleman  has  just  remarked,  that  at  present  we 
should  not  meddle  with  the  question  as  to  how 
many  representatives  in  the  Common  Council 
should  come  from  each  ward,  and  I  move  to 
amend  by  striking  out  the  words  "and  providing 
that  each  ward  shall  be  entitled  to  two  renresent- 
atives  in  the  Common  Council  and  two  in  the 
School  Comjnittee,"  so  that  this  order  will  only 
ask  for  authority  for  a  redivision  of  the  wards, 
aDd  to  establish  three  voting  precincts  in  each 
ward  if  that  is  desirable. 

Alderman  Worthington — It  seems  to  me  that  we 
are  anticipating  by  this  order  what  it  is  possible 
may  be  done  by  the  new  city  charter.  I  think  we 
are  making  haste  when  due  courtesy  should  lead 
us  to  wait  for  the  reportof  the  committee  to  whom 
the  new  charter  has  been  referred.  If  the  new  char- 
ter is  going  to  be  adopted  by  the  City  Government, 
that  I  think  will  give  all  the  committee  are  asking 
for  now.  The  order  might  lie  over  for  a  week  or 
two  until  we  see  what  is  to  be  the  fate  of  the  new 
charter.  I  therefore  move  that  the  matter  be  laid 
on  the  table,  that  we  may  have  further  time  t« 
consider  it  and  learn  what  is  to  be  done  with  the 
new  charter. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

THE  LAW  DEPARTMENT. 

The  ordinance  to  amend  ordinance  relating  to 
the  Law  Department  so  as  to  provide  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  "Fourth  Assistant  Solicitor,"  and 
in  cases  of  emergency  for  the  Mayor  to  employ, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Committee  ou  Claims, 
extra  assistants,  (City  Doc.  No.  18),  was  consid- 
ered under  the  head  of  unfinished  business. 

Alderman  Power — I  agreed  with  the  gentleman 
last  up  ih  regard  to  the  disposition  of  the  pre- 
vious order,  and  it  must  be  apparent  that  the 
same  reason  which  he  urged  for  laying  that  mat- 
ter upon  the  table  will  apply  to  this  one.  I  therc- 
foie  move  that,  this  order  lie  upon  the  table. 

Alderman  Quincy — I  ratber  hope  that  this  mat- 
ter will  not  be  laid  upon  the  table,  for — 

The  Chairman—The  motion  is  not  debatable. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  hope  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  12  will  withdraw  that  motion,  for  I 
think  good  and  sufficient  reasons  can  toe  gipen 
why  this  ordinance  should  pass  at  this  time,  and 
that  he  will  learn  that  there  is  absolute  necessity 
for  more  assistance  in  the  Law  Department  at 
this  time. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  unanimous  con- 
sent was  given  Alderman  Quincy  to  speak. 

Alderman  Quincy — This  ordinance  was  reported 
not  merely  as  unfinished  business  of  last  year,  But 
upon  the  reference  of  so  much  of  the  Mayor's  ad- 
dress as  related  to  the  addition  to  the  Law  De- 
partment. [The  Alderman  read  the  section  of  the 
Mayor's  address  alluded  to.]  The  City  Solicitor 
appeared  and  stated  the  neces>ities  of  the  case  to 
the  committee.  Statistics  could  have  been  pro- 
cured by  the  committee  of  the  amount  of  business, 
the  number  of  cases  and  their  nature,  the  number 
and  localities  of  the  var'ous  courts  in  which  the 
City  Solicitor's  office  has  to  be  represented,  the 
amount  of  business  behindhand,  and  the  danger 
of  allowing  it  to  continue  so,  if  they  had  consid- 
ered it  necessary.  But  they  did  not;  they 
thought  it  would  be  enough  to  assure  the 
Board  that  upon  personal  investigation  the 
committee  concurred  with  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  in  the  opinion  that  the  City  Solicitor's 
office  is  short-handed  in  its  regular  work.  This 
being  the  case,  it  seemed  to  the  committee  a 
measure  of  direct  economy  to  give  the  City  So- 
licitor the  assistance  which  he  asks  for,  because  it 
is  very  evident  that  by  reason  of  the  department 
bei  ig  short-handed,  and  allowing  cases  to  go  by 
default  in  the  courts,  the  amount  of  money  lost 
might  be  more  in  one  day  than  the  salary  of  the 
assistant  would  amount  to  in  a  year.  The  ordi- 
nance as  first  reported  provided  for  the  employ- 
ment of  counsel  at  the  State  House  during  the 
sessions  of  the  Legislature,  and  that  was  stricken 
out  after  reasons  were  tiven  by  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  9,  and  I  do  not  think'  any  one  desires 
that  if  should  be  restored.  If  it  is  asked  why  an- 
other assistant  should  be  appointed,  when  addi- 
tional assistance  is  provided  far  in  section  2,  the 
answer  is,  because  the  business  of  the  City  So- 
licitor's office  is  behindhand.  I  think  we  should 
look  after  the  city's  business  the  same  as  a  busi- 
ness man  would  the  affairs  of  his  firm.  Any  other 
policy  would  be  penny  wise  and  pound  foolish. 
Then  it  has  been  asked  what  section  2  is  for. 

"Sect.  2.     Whenever  in   the   opinion   of    the 


Mayor  such  an  emergency  arises  as  to  require 
that  additional  assistance  should  be  furnished  in 
the  Law  Department,  the  Mayor  may,  with  the 
approval  of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  provide 
sued  assistance  for  the  time  being  as  he  may  deem 
expedient;  and  the  compensation  therefor  shall 
be  established  by  the  Committee  on  Claims." 

There  probably  will  be  cases  in  court,  in  which 
the  city  is  defendant,  in  which  the  Law  Depart- 
ment is  in  direct  communication  with  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims— cases,  the  merits  of  which 
are  more  likely  to  be  known  to  that  commit- 
tee than  to  any  other — and  iu  such  cases 
the  approval  was  given  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Claims.  The  reason  for  giving 
the  approval  of  the  appointment  of  the  perma- 
nent a  sistant  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
was  because  chat  committee  usually  contains 
more  lawyer^  than  any  other,  and  they  would  be 
more  competent  to  judge  of  the  qualifications  of 
the  officer.  But  this  temporary  assistance  is  re- 
quired mostly  for  cases  coming  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Claims.  There  might  be  a  case  where  it 
was  necessary  to  employ  an  expert,  as,  for  in- 
stance, in  a  matter  of  water  damages,  where  it 
might  be  for  the  city's  interest  to  employ  some 
lawyer  who  bad  made  that  his  business,  and  who 
was'an  expert  in  that  particular  branch  of  the 
law.  It  seems  to  me  that  if  we  look  after  the 
city's  interest  as  we  would  after  our  own,  this  as- 
sistance which  the  City  Solicitor  asks  for  should 
be  gr  mted  at  once. 

Alderman  Power  [unanimous  consent  to  sneak 
being  given] — The  members  of  the  old  Board  are 
of  course  familiar  with  the  objections  raised  to 
the  passage  of  this  ordinance  in  the  Government 
of  last  year,  and  I  would  not  desire  to  say  any- 
thing on  the  subject,  only  that  the  new  members 
may,  perhaps,  not  be  familiar  with  the  reasons 
given  at  that  time.  I  will  acknowledge,  to  begin 
with,  that  in  the  past,  perhaps,  this  Law  Depart- 
ment has  been  overworked,  and  that  in  the  past 
year  extra  assistance  might  have  beer,  needed; 
but  such  an  emergency  is  not  likely  to  come  in 
the  future.  The  Board  must  see  that  the  particular 
reason  why  the  Law  Department  was  overworked 
was  in  consequence  of  tne  fact  that  in 
the  "burnt  district"  whenever  an  estate  was 
taken  in  widening  streets  and  making 
improvements,  an  immense  amount  of  work  for 
this  department  was  made  in  the  searching  of 
records  for  titles.  The  same  was  the  case  in  the 
taking  and  raising  of  the  Church  and  Suffolk 
street  territories.  Now,  that  is  about  all  finished. 
The  gentleman  has  referied  to  a  business  man 
seeing  to  the  interest  of  his  firm ;  the  business 
men  that  I  know  at  present  are  dispensing  with 
some  of  the  help  that  they  have,  because  their 
business  will  not  warrant  them  in  keeping  them. 
It  is  precisely  the  same  thing  in  the  case  of  the 
Law  Department.  I  suppose  that  every  gentle- 
man here  is  aware  that  we  have  got  to  curtail  the 
expenses  of  this  city  and  retrench  in  every  way 
we  can.  Consequently  there  is  no  prospect  of  our 
going  into  any  more  of  those  large  and  expensive 
improvements  as  we  have  in  the  past,  and  there- 
fore the  assistance  needed  in  the  Law  Department 
must  be  less  in  the  future  than  it  has  been  in 
times  past.  Gentlemen  must  think  of  the  im- 
mense amount  of  wrork  that  the  "burnt  district" 
and  the  Church-street  district  have  made.  All 
that  is  nearly  completed,  and  there  is  no  need  of 
more  assistance  on  that  account.  In  regard  to 
the  second  section,  the  Cominitiee  on  Claims  have 
always  had  authority  to  get  extra  assistance  when 
they  dewned  it  necessary.  Now,  in  regard  to  the 
work  brought  by  annexation :  The  City  So- 
licitor has  been  employing  the  counsel  first 
engaged  by  those  towns,  and  they  have  at- 
tended to  the  cases  since  those  places  were  an- 
nexed. I  should  be  as  anxious— I  am  as  anxious 
as  any  one— that  the  cit\'s  interest  should  be 
looked  after  carefully,  as  any  gentleman  here. 
If  I  thought  there  is'  going  to  be  the  need  of 
assistance  in  the  future,  that  there  has  been  in 
the  past,  I  should  not  hesitate  to  indorse  this 
ordinance.  I  cannot  see  it,  however,  and  I  think 
it  must  be  less  and  less  in  the  coming  years. 
Then  there  is  in  the  new  city  charter  a  complete 
remodelling  of  this  Law  Department,  as  has 
been  suggested,  and,  as  I  said  before,  the  same 
reasons  which  apply  to  the  order  for  the  revision 
of  the  wards,  applies  to  this  ordnance;  and  I 
think  it  should  be  laid  upon  the  table  until  we  see 
what  disposition  is  to  be  made  of  the  new  charter, 
then  we  can  put  it  in  the  best  possible  shape  that 
it  can  be.  The  department  is  alluded  to  in  the 
new   charter,   and   rules  are   laid   down  for  it. 
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For  that  reason  I  think  it  should  be  laid  upon  the 
table. 

At  the  suggestion  of  the  Chairman,  Alderman 
Power  withdrew  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  to 
allow  discussion. 

Alderman  Prescntt — This  matter  was  very  fully 
discussed  at  two  meetings  of  tbe  last  Board  of 
Aldermen,  and  the  ordinance  as  now  presented  is 
substantially  the  same  as  was  passed  by  this 
Board  after  a  very  full  and  free  consideration  of 
the  subject.  It  went  to  the  other  branch  of  the 
Government  on  the  closing  session  of  the  year. 
If  they  had  had  time  to  investigate  the  subject,  I 
have  no  doubt  it  would  have  been  passed.  In- 
stead of  that  they  referred  it  to  the  next  City 
Government.  I  trust  this  mattei  will  be  taken 
hold  of  and  acted  upon  without  delay. 
It  is  true  that  the  new  city  charter  makes 
provision  for  the  Law  Department  of  the  City  of 
Boston;  but  even  if  the  charter  is  adopted  it  can- 
not go  into  effect  for  a  year.  What  is  intended 
to  be  provided  for  in  this  ordinance  is  an  emer- 
gency for  the  present  year.  The  legal  department 
of  the  City  of  Boston  is  unquestionably  overbur- 
dened. Any  gentleman,  after  a  very  few  minutes' 
conversation  with  the  City  Solicitor,  will  make 
up  his  mind  that  it  is  so.  The  City  Solicitor  has 
not  come  to  us  and  made  complaint.  Members  of 
tbe  City  Government  who  know  anything:  of  the 
business  of  that  department  know  that  we  are 
requiring  mere  of  them  than  we  have  any  right  to 
ask.  The  department  has  been  increased  but  once 
since  1868,  by  a  salary  of  $2000.  The  Alderman 
from  Ward  12  seems  to  think  that  tlie  business  of 
that  department  will  decrease  during  the  present 
year.  Sow,  it  seems  lo  me  that  the  person  who  is 
most  capable  of  judging  in  regard  to  that  is  the 
City  Solicitor  himself,  and  he  has  distinctly 
stated  that  there  is  no  probability  of  a  dimi- 
nution of  tbe  business  in  that  office.  On  the 
contrary  there  is  a  continual  increase  from 
very  many  causes.  The  establishment  of  the 
Board  of  '  Health,  the  Board  of  Registration 
of  Voters,  and  other  boards,  has  brought 
many  cases  into  the  City  Solicitor's  office.  Besides 
that,  in  times  like  these,  when  the  rate  of  taxa- 
tion is  high,  many  cases  are  brought  before  the 
City  Solicitor  by  counsel  for  parties  endeavoring 
to  get  an  abatement  of  their  taxes.  Besides  that, 
tne  establishment  ot  the  local  courts  in  various 
sections  of  th'  city,  a  large  number  of  small  cases 
have  to  be  attended  to  from  the  City  Solicitor's 
office.  I  believe  that  the  salaries  for  this  depart- 
ment are  only  $16,000  a  year, or  one-five-hundredth 
part  of  one  per  cent,  of  the  valuation  of  the  city. 

Alderman  Power  renewed  the  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table,  and  it  was  lost. 

The  ordinance  was  then  passed  and  sent  down. 

PAPERS    FROM    THE    COMMON     COUNCIL  FOE  CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Petitions  of  trustees  of  Charlestown  Poor  Fund, 
Company  C,  Fourth  Battalion  of  Infantry,  R.  D. 
Smith  et  al.  and  John  Gilson,  referred. 

Order  for  a  special  committee  (Messrs.  Long, 
Kingslev  and  Lappen  to  be  joined)  to  nominate  a 
Commissioner  on  the  Sinking  Funds.  Passed, 
and  Aldermen  Power  and  Burrage  appointed. 

Order  to  print  the  proceedings  at  the  dedication 
of  the  Dorchester  Branch  Library. 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  East  Boston  Ferries 
to  consider  the  expediency  of  reducing  ferry  tolls. 

Order  to  refer  to  Committee  on  Ordinances  that 
portion  of  the  annual  report  of  the  Chief  of  Police 
which  relates  to  station-house  lodgers. 

Severally  passed.  , 

Annual  report  of  the  Commissioners  on  the 
Sinking  Funds  (City  Doc.  No.  15.)  Placed  on 
file. 

Reports  and  orders  for  permits  to  allow  C.  J. 
Donovan  &  Co.  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on 
Bartlett  place;  and  Smith  &  Jacobs  to  erect  a 
lumber  shed  on  Plympton  street.    Orders  passed. 

An  order  to  print  1000  copies  of  the  first  seventy- 
five  pages  of  a  document,  prepared  for  the  com- 
mission on  the  charter,  entitled  "Charter  of  the 
City  of  Boston  and  Special  Statute  •  now  in  Force," 
earhe  un,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 
Concurred. 

ELECTIONS. 

The  following  elections  occurred: 

City  Messenger.  Report  nominating  Alvah  EC. 
Peters.  Accepted  in  concurrence.  Aldermen 
Power  and  Quincy  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
collect  and  count  votes.  They  reported  that  Al- 
vah H.  Peters  had  received  12  votes,  the  whole 
number  cast,  and  he  was  declared  elected.  Cer- 
tificate sent  down. 


Trustees  of  Public  Library.  Aldermen  Steb" 
bins  and  Prescott  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
collect  and  count  votes.  They  reported  that  Al- 
derman John  T.  Clark  had  received  11  of  the  12 
votes  cast,  and  Councilmen  C.  A.  Burditt  and 
David  P.  Kimball  had  12  each.  They  were  declar- 
ed elected  in  concurrence. 

Directors  of  Public  Institutions.  Aldermen 
O'Brien  and  Viles  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
collect  and  count  votes.  They  reported  as  fol- 
lows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

Alderman  James  Power 11 

Alderman  Samuel  M.  Quincy 1 

Councilman  Cyrus  A.  Page 12 

Councilman  William  C.  Burgess 3 

Councilman  William  G.  Train 9 

Alderman  Power  and  Councilman  Page  were 
declared  elected  in  concurrence,  and  Councilman 
Train  was  declared  elected  in  non-concurrence. 
Certificate  sent  down. 

Member  of  Cochituate  Water  Board.  Aldermen 
Pope  and  Bigelow  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
collect  and  count  votes.    They  reported — 

Whole  number  of  votes 62 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

Councilman  Amos  L.  Noyes 2 

Councilman  Uriel  H.Crocker 10 

Mr.  Crocker  was  declared  elected  in  non-concur- 
rence.   Certificate  sent  down. 

Trustees  of  City  Hospital.  Aldermen  Harris 
and  Worthington  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
collect  and  count  votes.  They  reported  as  fol- 
lows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  toachoiee 7 

Alderman  Hugh  O'Brien  had 11 

Alderman  James  Power 1 

Councilman  otis  H.  Pierce 12 

Councilman  Henry  H.  Sprague 12 

Alderman  O'Brien  and  Councilmen  Pierce  and 
Sprague  were  declared  elected.  Certificate  sent 
down. 

Assessors.  Aldermen  Harris  and  Worthington 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  collect  and  count 
votes.    They  reported  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 11 

Necessary  to  a  choice 6 

Thomas  Hills 11 

Benjamin  dishing 11 

Horace  Smith 10 

Thomas  J.  Bancroft 10 

Benjamin  F.  Palmer 11 

and  they  were  declared  elected.    Certificate  sent 
down. 

Clerk  of  Committees.  Aldermen  Stebbins  and 
Prescott  were  appointed  a  committee  to  collect 
and  count  votes.  They  reported  that  James  M. 
Bugbee  had  received  twelve  votes,  tne  whole 
number  cast,  and  he  was  declared  elected.  Cer- 
tificate sent  down. 

COMMUNICATIONS  FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Superintendent  of  Market.  Report  for  auarter 
ending  Jan.  31.  Receipts,  $27,253.81,  of  "which 
$446.87  were  for  the  India-wharf  market.  Placed 
on  file. 

Superintendent  of  Sewers.  Schedules  of  cost  of 
constructing  sewers  in  New  Washington  street, 
$517.92;  Fairfield  street,  $4909.57;  Allston  and 
Bulfinch  streets,  $284  55.  Severally  referred  to 
Committee  on  Sewers. 

ORDER  OF  NOTICE  ON  PETITION. 

A  petition  was  received  from  H.  F.  Wheeler  for 
leave  to  erect  and  use  a  steam  engine  of  fifteen- 
horse  power  at  71  Lincoln  street,  and  an  order  was 
passed  for  a  bearing  thereon,  to  all  parties  ob- 
jecting, on  Tuesday,  Feb.  23. 

ANNUAL     REPORT     OF     SUPERINTENDENT     OF 
SEWERS. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Sewers  [City  Document  No.  17],  was  received  and 
sei.t  down. 

The  following  amount  of  sewerage  has  been 
constructed  during  the  year:  City  proper,  4561 
feet,  $18,337.88;  South  Boston,  5005  feet,  $28,600.34; 
Fast  Boston,  4913  feet,  £11,965.35;  Roxburv,  19,517 
feet,  $122,496.68 ;  Dorchester,  5527  feet,  $12,032.54; 
Charlestown,  1347  feet,  $3894.37;  miscellaneous 
expenses,  $35,505.47.  Total,  40,870  feet,  or  7% 
miles,  $232,832.63.  By  annexation  there  were  re- 
ceived from  Charlestown  about  13V2  miles  and 
from  West  Roxbury  and  Brighton  about  1000  feet, 
making  the  total  present  length  of  sewers  of 
the  whole  city  about  153  miles.  There  has  been 
assessed  upon  estates  benefited  the  sum  of  $55,- 
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■030.58;  the  Treasurer  has  collected  during  the  year 
assessments  amounting  to  $103,481.21 ;  the  Su- 
perintendent has  collected  and  paid  into  the 
trea-ury  from  entrance  fees,  wharfage,  use  of 
tools,  etc.,  $2313.57.  Total  collections,  $105,794.78. 
During  the  year  4167  permits  have  been  given  to 
construct  or  repair  drains;  about  2500  of  these  be- 
ing in  consequ  nee  of  the  order  of  notice  circu- 
lated by  the  police  in  relation  to  conductors ;  133 
manhole  covers  have  been  renewed  with  iron ;  335 
manholes  cleaned,  containing  297  loads  of  sewage 
matter.  In  Roxuury  the  sewer  for  the  valley  of 
Stony'  Brook  has  been  built  as  far  as  Old  Heath 
street,  and  will  be  extended  to  Green  street,  Ja- 
maica Plain,  the  coming  season,  it  possible.  A 
long  branch  has  also  been  built  in  Amory 
street,  so  as  to  give  drainage  to  the  territory 
about  School  street,  and  Shawmut  avenue  at 
the  earliest  moment,  the  Board  of  Health  having 
called  urgent  attention  to  it.  Some  $50,000  this 
year  and  $100,000  next  will  be  spent  on  accouut  of 
this  trunk  line,  &nd  the  remarks  below  upon  the 
subject  of  assessments  have  reference  to  this 
sewer  as  an  example.  At  the  last  session  of  the 
Legislature  an  act  was  obtained  permitting  the 
city  to  lower  and  straighten  the  channel  of  Stony 
Brook  in  order  to  thoioughly  drain  the  swamps 
ana  meadows  along  its  course,  but  not  to  use  it 
for  sewerage  purposes.  The  town  of  West  Rox- 
bury  had,  under  a  previous  act,  tauen  all  the  land 
necessary  for  this  purpose  within  its  limits,  but 
nothing  has  yet  been  done  by  the  city  of  Boston, 
except  to  settle  some  claims  for  such  takings. 
In  view  of  the  rapid  increase  of  buildings 
along  the  valley  of  the  brook  in  Roxbnry,  it  is 
certainly  economical  to  take  the  land  for  a  new 
channel,  aod  hold  it  against  occupation,  in  order 
to  diminish  the  amount  of  damages  to  be  finally 
paid.  The  whole  line  through  West  Boxbury, 
which  has  been  taken  and  mostly  paid  for,  should 
be  taken  possession  of,  and  the  lines  of  the  new 
•channel  denned  during  the  year  1875.  The  deep- 
ening of  this  brook,  when  carried  out,  will  add 
at  once  to  the  value  of  a  great  deal  of  land,  from 
"which  betterments  can  be  collected,  and  will  un- 
doubtedly be  of  advantage  to  the  general  health. 
The  Superintendent  suggests  that  an  effort  be 
made  to  obtain  from  the  Legislature  such 
amendment  to  the  general  statutes  as  will  per- 
mit the  charge  of  a  fixed  rate  per  square  foot  of 
land  abutting  on  a  sewer,  as  the  estimate  of  the 
benefit  derived  from  its  construction ;  and  that 
this  rate  be  fixed  by  averaging  the  cost  of  sewers 
already  built  upon  the  number  of  square  feet  of 
land  drained  by  them,  and  so  obtain  a  general 
uniform  rate  for  the  whole  city;  or  by  estimating, 
iu  advance,  the  cost  of  building  all  the  sewers  in 
a  certain  district,  and  assessing  upon  the  land  as 
fast  as  sewered,  not  its  proportion  of  the  part  op- 
posite itself,  but  its  proportion  as  if  tha  whole  had 
been  built  at  once;  establishing  thus  a  uniform 
rate  for  each  drainage  district. 

FEES  OF    DEPUTY  COLLECTORS. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Joiut  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  the  Tiea^ury  Department,  who  were  di- 
rected to  make  an  examination  of  the  records 
and  accounts  in  the  office  of  the  City  and  County 
Treasurer  and  Collector,  submitted  a  report,  in 
part,  recommendiug  the  passage  of  the  accompa- 
nying order : 

Ordered,  That  his  honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  General  Court  now  in  session, 
for  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the  City 
Council  to  establish  the  salaries  of  the  Collector 
and  Deputy  Collectors  of  taxes  in  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, and  providing  that  all  fees  now  payable  to 
such  officers  under  the  statutes  shall  thereafter  be 
paid  into  the  city  treasury. 

Read  once. 

THE  FRANKLIN  FUND. 

AMerman  Bigelow  submitted  a  report  from  the 
committee  appointed  to  examine  the  accounts  of 
the  late  treasurer  of  the  Franklin  Fund,  that  said 
accounts,  so  far  as  they  had  been  made  up,  and 
the  securities  of  said  fund.were  found  to  be  correct. 
Since  that  examination  the  accounts  have  been 
completed  by  the  present  Tieasuier  and  made 
up  to  January  of  the  present  year,  and 
they  have  been  /again  examined  by  the  com- 
mittee, Who  found  that  the  same  were  correct- 
ly recoided,  and  that  the  following  is  the  exhibit 
of  the  character  of  the  fund  iu  the  hands  of  the 
present  treasurer  at  tl.is  date: 

Amount  of  fund  Jan.  i,  1874,  was $182,278.63 

Interest  accrued , 11,705.96 


$193,984.59 


This  fund  is  invested  as  follows : 

Deposit  in  Massachusetts  Hospital  Life  Insur- 
ance Office $192,278.65 

Provident  Institution  for  Savings 359.70 

Suffolk  Savings  Bank 355.64 

Four  bondstf  or  loans 990.00 

Cash .60 

$193,984.59 

Accepted. 

ASSESSORS'  DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Assessors'  Department,  submitted  reports  as  fol- 
lows : 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
the  following  petitions:  E.S.Johnson,  that  the 
tax  paid  by  him  in  1874  upon  certain  real  estate 
taken  for  extension  of  East  Lenox  street  be  re- 
funded; James  F.  Farley,  administrator  of  estate 
of  Patrick  Harkins,  that  the  taxes  assessed  in  1870 
upon  estate  of  said  Harkins  be  refunded.  Sever- 
ally accepted  and  sent  down. 

Report,  in  compliance  with  the  ordinance,  rec- 
ommending the  election  of  the  following- named 
persons  as  First  Assistant  Assessors,  viz. : 
William  J.  Ellis,  L.  Foster  Morse, 

John  Noble,  George  F.  Davis 

Michael  Carney,  Andrew  J.  Browne, 

George  D.  Ricker,  George  A.  Comins, 

Charles  F.  McDavitt,       Phineas  B.  Smith, 
Roger  H.  Scan uell,  William  Withington, 

Horace  Loring,  Henry  Pierce, 

P.  Ambrose  Young,  John  Pierce, 

William  H.  Cuudy,  Gideon  Walker, 

Edward  F.  Robinson,       Henry  W.  Dickerman, 
Theoplrlus  Burr,  George  H.  Williams, 

George  F.Williams,  Joshua  S.  Duncklee, 

Otis  Rich,  William  B.  Long, 

Joseph  R.  Grose,  Nahum  Chapin, 

Edwin  B.  Spinney,  George  S.  Pendergast, 

Joseph  L.  Drew,  Thomas  L.  Jenks, 

JohnH.  Giblin. 

Report  accepted  and  nominations  laid. over. 

Report  on  petition  of  H.  W.  Pickering,  execu- 
tor, for  the  remission  of  taxes,  recommending  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  order,  the  estate 
named  having  been  wholly  distributed  by  the 
executor  previous  to  the  15th  day  of  December, 
1873: 

Ordered,  That  the  tax,  amounting  to  $209.04, 
assessed  in  1874  upon,  Henry  W.  Pickering,  as 
executor  of  the  estate  of  Caroline  Newman,  to- 
gether with  the  interest  and  costs  thereon,  be  and 
the  same  is  hereby  remitted. 

Read  once. 

Report  on  request  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor  in 
relation  to  property  released  to  the  city  by  heirs 
of  David  Sears,  recommending  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  tax,  amounting  to  $1018.68, 
assessed  for  the  year  1874  upon  certain  real  estate 
devised  to  the  city  by  David  Sears,  and  fully  re- 
leased by  his  heirs  on  the  first  day  of  May,  1874, 
be  assumed  by  the  city  and  paid  from  the  appro- 
priation tor  Incidentals. 

Read'  once. 

Report,  on  petition  of  D.  Banks  McKenzie,  for 
remission  of  tax  assessed  on  Appleton  Temporary 
Home,  that  the  City  Council  has  no  authority  to 
grant  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner,  as  the  institu- 
tion is  not  incorporated,  and  it  does  not  own  the 
estate  which  it  occupies.  Accepted  and  sent 
down. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  reports  as  follows: 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  John  U;  Stiles  for  change  of  omnibus 
route.  On  motion  of  Alderman  Bigelow  the  report 
was  (.specially  assigned  to  next  Monday  at  five 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  a  hearing  will  be 
given  the  petitioner. 

Minors' Applications  Granted— Seventeen  news- 
boys. 

Auctioneers  Licensed— Cooper  &  Kelso,  154  Main 
st>eet,Charlestown;  Irving  &  Pressey,  1033  Wash- 
ington street. 

Amusement  Licences  Granted — Young  Men's 
Sodality,  to  give  dramatic  entertainments  at  In- 
stitute Hall,  Endicott  street,  Feb.  2  and  3;  Eliot 
Dramatic  Association,  to  give  entertainment  at 
1179  Washington  street,  Feb.  9. 

License  to  Manufacture  Spirituous  Liquors 
Granted—  Felton  &  Stone,  63  C  street. 

Pawnbroker  Licensed— (ieorge  W.  Thym,9  Hay- 
ward  place. 

Victuallers'   Licenses   Granted— James  Pearce, 
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corner  H  and;Eighth  streets  ;  Ramsell  Brothers,  93 
Pleasant  street;  Henry  Splaine,  221  Hanover 
street;  Tulip  King,  52  Phillips  street;  F.  li.  Lewis 
&  Co.,  4  Main  street,  Charlestown. 

Innbolder's  License  Granted-  Martin  J.  Hans- 
com,  Charles  River  Hotel,  Brighton. 

iLnholder's  License  Refused — J.  B.  Sullivan,  111 
Essex  street,  coiner  Kingston. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Refused — G.  G.  Batchel- 
der,  11  Harvard  sireet;  James  O.  Neil,  Jr.,  65 
South  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  bewers, 
submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  $106.37  be  abated  from  Charles 
B.  Wilson  for  a  sewer  in  Dennis-street,  and  the 
same  amount  be  assessed  upon  Francis  Creber; 
also,  that  $24.61  be  abated  from  Honora  T.  Allen 
for  a  sewer  in  Oneida-street,  and  the  same  amount 
assessed  upon  W.  W.  Drotney;  also,  that 
§13.50  be  abated  from  David  Gore  for  a  sewer 
in  Magazinetstreet,  and  the  same  amount  as- 
sessed upon  Richard  Williams;  also,  that  $96.94 
be  abated  from  Frederick  H.  Stimpson  for 
a  sewer  in  Harrison  avenue,  and  the 
same  amount  assessed  upon  William  P.  Kuhn, 
trustee;  also,  that  $83.44  be  abated  from  George 
A.  Ellis  for  a  sewer  in  Putnam  street  on  account 
of  previous  assessment;  also,  that  the  payment  ot 
$55.74  assessed  upon  A.  T.  Stearns  foi  a  sewer  in 
Walnut  t-treet  be  postpones  till  entry;  also,  that 
$33.81  be  abated  from  Charles  S.  Hildveth  for  a 
sewer  in  Emerson  street,  and  the  same  amount 
assessed  on  John  Butland;  also,  that  $34.02  be 
abated  from  William  P.  Hunt  for  a  sewer  in 
Eighth  street,  and  the  same  amount  assessed  up- 
on Joaquin  K.  Souther. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Whereas,  By  deed  of  the  Boston  Water  Power 
Company  to  its  grantees  between  Beacon  street 
and  Commonwealth  avenue,  andbetween  Glouces- 
ter and  Exeter  streets,  the  said  company  reserved 
the  right  to  itself  and  its  assigns  to  build  sewers 
in  the  passageways,  and  to  assess  upon  each  lot 
one-half  the  cost  of  the  sewer  opposite  said  lot; 
and 

Whereas,  By  agreement  dated  May  23, 1874,  in 
consideration  of  the  completion  ot  Fairfield-street 
sewer  by  the  city  of  Boston,  said  Water  Power 
Company  assigned  to  said^city  all  its  right  to  col- 
lect the  aforesaid  sewer  assessments :  is  is  there- 
fore 

Ordered,  That  the  amounts  set  opposite  the  re- 
spective names  in  the  following  schedule,  being 
the  assessment  of  the  cost  of  the  passageway 
sewers  as  above  described,  be  and  the  same  are 
herely  assessed  upon  the  persons  named,  and  the 
Treasurer  is  herebykdirected  to  collect  the  amounts 
according  to  law.  [Tne  schedule  above  mentioned 
is  appended  to  the  order.] 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

SUPERINTENDENTS  OF  BRIDGES. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That    the  Committee  on  Bridges  be 
requested  to   nominate  superintendents  of  such 
bridges  as  are  partially  controlled  by  the  city. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
submitted  reports  and  orders  as  follows: 

Report  recommending  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowirjg  "Rules  to  regulate  the  moving  of  build- 
ings through  the  streets  of  the  city  of  Boston" : 

1.  All  applications  for  moving  buildings 
through  the  streets  of  this  city  shall  be  made  to 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee for  consideration  and  report. 

2.  All  applications  shall  state  the  location 
of  the  building  proposed  to  be  moved,  its  length, 
width,  height  and  the  principal  material  of  its 
exterior  sides  and  roof;  and  shall  definitely  de- 
scribe the  route  over  which  it  is  to  be  moved,  and 
the  length  of  time  required  to  move  the  same. 

3.  All  applications  sh^ll  be  accompanied  by 
the  written  consent  of  the  L  spector  of  Build- 
ings to  place  the  building  on  the  lot  proposed; 
also  by  the  written  consent  of  all  railroad  corpo- 
rations whose  tracks  are  to  be  crossed  or  encum- 
bered by  the  moving  of  the  building. 

4.  Permits  [shall  be  granted  only  to  prac- 
tical building  movers,  who  are  known  to  he  en- 
gaged in  the  business. 

5.  Before  a  permit  is  issued  the  building 
mover  shall  file  with  the  City  Clerk  a  bond  in  the 
sum  of  not  less  than  $1000,  with  two  or  more  sure- 


ties (one  of  whom  shall  be  the  owner  of  the  build- 
ing), to  save  harmless  and  indemnify  the  city 
from  all  damages  which  may  be  causedto  persons 
or  nropertv  by  reason  of  the  moving  of  the  build- 
ing. 

6.  The  consent  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  shall 
be  obtained  before  any  shade  trees  are  removed  or 
the  branches  thereof  cut  or  trimmed. 

7.  The  written  consent  of  the  Board  of  Fire 
Commissioneis  shall  be  ohtained  before  any 
fire-alarm  telegraph  wires  are  cut  or  removed. 

8.  The  wiitten  consent  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Lamps  must  be  obtained  before  any  lamps  or 
lamp  posts  are  removed. 

The  rules  were  adopted. 

Report  recommending  that  a  permit  be  grant- 
ed, on  the  usual  conHitions,  to  M.  Ellis  &  Co.,  to. 
move  a  wooden  building  from  Front  street  to 
Dorrance  street,  Charlestown. 

Accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  establish  the  grade  of 
Culvert  street  between  Treinout  and  Cabot  streets, 
as  shown  on  a  plan  and  piofile  drawn-by  the  City 
Surveyor,  dated  Jan.  13, 1875,  and  deposited  in  the 
office  of  said  City  Pvuveyor. 

Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  establish  the  grade  of 
Knowlton  street  between  Telegraph  and  East 
Eighth  streets,  as  shown  on  a  plan  and  profile- 
drawn  by  the  City  Surveyor,  dated  Jan.  15, 1875,, 
and  deposited  in  the  office  of  said  City  Surveyor. 

Reaa  once. 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  given  to  the  owners  and 
abutters  on  Tremont  street,  Ward  19,  to  set  back 
the  fences  in  front  of  their  respective  estates  on 
said  street  to  the  lines  established  by  the  County 
Commissioueis  of  Middlesex  County  July  25, 1861, 
and.shown  on  apian  drawn  by  Marshall  S.Rice  of 
Newton.  And  in  default  of.  said  work  being  done 
by  the  first  day  of  April,  1875,  the  Superintendent 
of  Streets  is  hereby  directed  to  set  back  said 
fences  to  said  lines  at  the  expense  of  the  owners 
of  said  estates. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  Thai  notice  be  given  to  the  owners  or 
agents  of  estates  numbered  37  to  41  Hudson  street 
to  strengthen  and  support  the  covering  to  the 
areas  under  the  sidewalks  in  front  of  said  estates 
in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  the  Supeiintendent  of 
Streets,  so  that  the  same  shall  be  safe  for  public 
travel;  and  in  default  of  said  work  being  done 
within  thirty  days  the  Superintendent  of  Streets 
is  hereby  directet?  to  cause  said  are  s  to  be  filled 
up  and  made  solid,  at  the  expense  of  the  owners 
of  said  estates. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  for  proportionate  assessment  and  collec- 
tion of  cost  of  edgestones  and  sidewalks  on 
Princeton  street,  between  Prescott  street  and 
Eaale  square,  as  per  schedule  submitted  by  Su- 
perintendent of  Streets.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

STREETS. 

Aldermsji  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Streets 
on  the  part  of  the  Uoard,  submitted  orders  as; 
follows: 

Orders  to  pay  for  land  taken  and  damages  occa- 
sioned by  the  widening  of  sti  eets — National  Bank 
of  Brighton,  $272.25,  extension  of  Chestnut  Hill 
avenue  to  Washington  street  in  Brighton,  in  1871 ; 
T.  J.  Dunbar,  $246,  widening  of  Shawmut  avenue, 
now  Washington  street.  Severally  read  twice 
and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  all  matters  of  an  unfinished  na- 
ture relating  to  the  improvements  on  the  Fort 
Hill  territory,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Streets  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  with  authority 
to  exercise  all  the  powers  which  were  held  by  the 
special  committee  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  on 
Fort  Hill,  for  the  year  1874. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  whenever  the  Committee  on 
Streets  of  this  Board  deem  it  for  the  best  interest 
of  the  city  to  refer  claims  for  damages  or  better 
ments  relating  to  the  laying  out  or  widening  of 
streets  to  arbitration  for  settlement,  the  said  com- 
mittee is  hereby  authorized  to  refer  such  claims, 
with  the  approval  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and 
the  City  Solicitor. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  givingnotice  to  the  heirs  of  Ruel  Baker, 
Mary  Bourne,  Rebecca  Lynch,  G.  F.  Friese,  C. 
Weber,  Elizabeth  S.  Crispin,  William  H.  Quigley, 
Boston  Young  Women's  Christian  Association, 
the  city  of  Boston,  and  all  others  in  interest,  "to 
quit"  on  Beach  street  as  widened  by  the  Street 
Commissioners  June  15,  1874,  on  or  before 
the  first  day  of  May  next  ensuing,  otherwise  the 
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Committee  on  Streets  are    directed  to  cause  the 
removal  of  all  obstructions  thereon. 
Passed. 

ENGINEER'S  DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Bigelow  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Engineer  be  authorized, 
■with  the  approval  of  the  Joint  Standing  Commit- 
tee on  the  Engineer's  Department,  to  make  such 
purchases  of  supplies,  instruments,  drawing  ma- 
terials and  furniture,  and  to  incur  such  other  ex- 
penses as  may  be  necessary  for  his  department 
during  the  present  municipal  year. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

ADDITIONAL  WATER    SUPPLY. 

The  Chairman  submitted  the  following : 
The  Committee  on  Finance,   to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Water, cov- 
ering a  request  of   the  Cochituate    Water  Board 
for  an  additional  appropriation  of  $1,500,000,  to  be 
expended  in  building  a  new  coi-duit  and  construct- 
ing storage  basins  on   the  Sudbury   River;    also 
$30,000  for  a  siphon    pipe    across  Charles    River, 
with  the  recommendation  of    said   committee  in 
favor  ot  granting  f,be  request,  would  respectfully 
ask  for  the  passage  of  the  accompanying  orders. 
For  the  Committee. 
Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Chairman. 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurerbe  and  he  here- 
by is  authorized  to  borrow,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  the  sum  of    $1,500,000, 
to  be  added  to  the  appropriation   for  "Additional 
Supply   cf   Water."    And   the   Cochituate  Water 
Board,  in  addition  to  the  poweis  heietofore  grant- 
ed  said  board  by  the  City  Council,  be  and.  it  is 
hereby  authorized  to  take,  by  nurchase  or  other- 
wise, ianas  and  real  estate  necessary  for  building 
an  aqueduct   between  Farm  Pond  and  Cnestnut 
Bill     Reservoir,    and   to   construct    such    aque- 
duct,   and     to    do    all     other    acts    authorized 
to     be     done     by    an     act     of      the     Legisla- 
ture   entitled    "An  act    to    authorize    the    city 
of  Boston  to  obtain  an  additional  supply  of  pure 
water,"  given  in  chapter  177  of  the  acts  of  1872, 
necessaiy  for  storing  and  purifying  and  bringing 
to  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir  the  waters  cf  Sudbury 
River;  provided,  however,  that  the   doing  of  all 
work  and  the  furnishing  of  all  materials  for  any 
portion  of  the  work,  the  cost  of  which  is  estimat- 
ed to  exceed  $10,000,  with  the  exception  of  such 
portions  of  the  aqueduct  as  pass  under  railroad 
tracks  (which   mny  be  built  by  days'  labor  or  by 
contract,  according  as  the  said  Cochituate  V'ater 
Board,  with  the  advice  of  the  City  Engineer,  may 
decide),  shall  be  let  out  by  the  said  Cochituate  W  ater 
Board  to  the  lowest  responsible  bidder.  Notice  that 
'  the  said  Cochituate  Water  Board  will  receive  propo- 
sals for  such  work  shall  in  all  cases  be  published 
at  least  five  times  (the  last  publication  to  be  not 
less  than  one  week  before  the  opening  of  the  bids) 
in  such   newspapers— not  less   than  three— of  the 
city  of   Boston   (and  when   the   said   board   may 
think  it   expedient,  of   other   cities)   as  the   said 
board  may  direct;  such  notice  shall  state  the  kind 
and  estimated  amount  of  work  to  be  done  or  the 
materials  to  be  furnished,  and  the  time  when  to  be 
done  or   furnished,  and  the  place  where  plans  and 
specifications  may  be  seen,  the  place  where  and 
the  period  within    which   the    bids    will   be    re- 
ceived.   Each  bid  must  be  signed   by  the  bidder, 
and  be  accompanied  « ith  a  bond  for  such  sum,  not 
less  than  $500,  as  the  said  board  may  determine, 
conditioned  for  the  faithful  execution  of  the  con- 
tract, with  sansfactory  sureties  for   its  perform- 
ance within  the  time  required  by  the  advertise- 
ment, in  case  the  bid  be  accepted;  or,  in  case  the 
person  or  persons  bidding  shall  prefer,  a   sum  of 
money  in  such  amount,  not  less  than  $500,  as  the 
said  boaid  may  determine,  may  be  deposited  with 
the  said  board,  in  lieu  of  the  bond   above   men- 
tioned; and  said  bond  or  deposit  shall  be  forfeited 
to  the  city  of  BostoD  in  case  the  bidder  fails  to  ex- 
ecute the  contract  within  the  time  specified,  if  it 
is  awarded  to  him. 

The  bid  and  bond,  duly  signed  and  sealed,  must  be 
enclosed  in  a  sealed  envelope,  and  the  bidder  shall 
state  his  own  place  of  residence  and  all  other  par- 
ticulars that  the  said  boaid  may  require  ic  the 
terms  of  the  advertisement.  The  bids  shall  be 
opened  by  the  president  of  said  board  and  pub 
licly  read  at  the  office  of  said  board,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  the  maiority  of  its  members  and  any  bid- 
der who  may  wish  co  be  present,  at  such  dav  and 
hour  as  may  be  specified  in  the  advertisement.  A 
bond,  with  sureties  or  security  satisfactory  to  the 
said  board,  shall  in  all  cases  be  tequired  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  the  contract.    The  said 


board  shall  reserve  the  right  to  reject  any  or  all 
bids  for  cause. 

Ordered,  That  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  be 
and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  construct  a 
siphon  pipe  across  Charles  River,  on  the  line  of 
Cochituate  Aqueduct;  and  that  the  cost  of  the 
same  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Water 
Works. 

Alderman  Stebbins— To  enable  the  Cochituate 
Water  Board  to  have  the  advantage  of  the  entire 
working  season,  it  is  desirable  that  these  orders 
should  receive  the  favorable  action  of  the  City 
Council  at  a  very  early  day.  I  presume  that  every 
member  of  this'Board  has  made  up  his  mind  how 
he  shall  vote  upon  this  matter,  and  unless  some 
member  desires  these  orders  to  lie  over,  I  shall 
ask  that  they  may  be  passed  tonight. 

Alderman  Harris— I  request  that  they  may  lie 
over. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins  the  report  and 
orders  were  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  specially 
assigned  for  Thursday  next,  at  4  P.  M.,  to  which 
time  it  was  voted  that  the  Board  should  adjourn. 

PERMIT   FOR  STABLE. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  a  re- 
poit  that  leave  be  granted,  on  the  usual  condi- 
tions, to  David  H.  Jones  to  occupy  a  new  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Porter  street,  No.  11,  Ward 
1.    Accepted. 

FURNITURE  FOR  POLICE  STATION  ELEVEN. 

Alderman  Burrage.for  the  Committee  on  Police, 
submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Coai raittee  on  Police  be  au- 
thorized to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  $2000  in 
providing  for  fixtures,  furniture  and  bedding  for 
Police  Station  House  No.  11,  Dorchester  District; 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
the  Police  Department. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

COST  OF  DORCHESTER  POLICE  STATION. 

Alderman  Prescoct  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  beg  leave  to 
represent  that  ia  consequence  of  the  alterations 
ordered  by  the  City  Council  in  the  new  police  sta- 
tion house,  Ward  16,  costing  $1000,  they  will  be 
obliged  to  ask  for  an  additional  amount  to  meet 
the  expense  already  incurred  for  said  alterations. 
Follow iug  is  an  exhibit  of  the  appropriation  to 
date: 

Contracts  for  carpentry  and  masonry $39,83B.00 

Extra  work  on  said  contracts 342.46 

Plans,  specifications  and  superintendence 1,753.52 

Heating  apparatus,  as  per  contract 2,418.25 

Printing  and  advertising 93.41 

Edgestones,  water  supply,  vane  and  fuel 302.91 

Alterations  to  accommodate  a  branch  of  the 
Public  Library,  as  per  order  City  Council. .  975.00 

Total $45,721.55 

Appropriation  for  building 45,000.00 

Amount  to  be  provided  for $721.55 

Your  committee  would  also  report  that  about 
400  feet  of  fencing  is  required  around  the  lot, 
wnich  it  is  estimated  will  cost  $950 ;  also  some  per- 
manent fixtures  in  the  building, estimated  at  $300, 
making  the  total  amount  to  be  provided  for 
$1971.55.  They  would  state  that  a  balance  of  $2000 
rem-wns  from  the  appropriation  for  Police  Station 
House,  South  Boston,  and  would  respectfully  ask 
that  the  same  be  transferred  to  the  appropriation 
for  Police  Station  House,  Ward  16. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance  and  sent 
down. 

SWETT  STREET. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Streets,  to  whom  was  referred,  as  a  part  of 
the  unfinished  ousiuess  of  the  last  City  Council, 
an  cder  requesting  the  Committee  on  Finance  to 
provide  the  means  for  laying  out  and  building 
Swett  street  from  Albany  street  to  Dorchester 
aveime,  submitted  a  report  that  the  order  ought 
to  pass.  Theieportwas  accepted  and  the  order 
passed.    Seut  down. 

SURVEY  AND  INSPECTION  OF  BUILDINGS. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Inspector  of  Buildings 
[City  Doc.  Nc.  16]  was  received  and  sent  down. 

The  number  of  permits  i<<-ued  during  the  year 
was  as  fo'lows:  For  buildings  of  brick,  stone,  or 
iron,  520;  for  wooden  and  frame  buildings,  1278; 
for  repairs,  alterations  and  additions,  2052;  spe- 
cial permits,  23;  steam  boilers,  engines,  ovens  and 
furnaces,  100;  notices  of  intention  to  put  in  heat- 
ing apparatus,  87.  Twenty-three  permits  have 
been   granted  lor  the  erection    of  wooden  sheds 
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for  mechanical  and  storage  purposes,  and  the 
number  of  permits  issued  during  the  yeur,  under 
tne  provisions  of  section  18,  chapter  371,  laws  of 
1872,  to  set  steam  boilers  and  engines,  and 
to  build  ovens  and  furnaces,  is  as  follows: 
Steam  boilers  and  engines,  69;  oveDS,  15;  fui- 
nace?,  13;  forges,  3;  total,  100.  The  num- 
ber of  violations  of  statute  and  ordinance  inves- 
tigated and  reported  upon  was  891.  The  number 
of  unsafe  buildings  examined  and  reported  upon 
was  49 ;  unsafe  walls,  83 ;  unsafe  cornice,  1 ;  unsafe 
floors,  4;  unsafe  gutters.  3;  unsafe  door  caps,  2; 
unsafe  window  cap,  1;  unsafe  clothes  shed,  1;  un- 
safe conductor,  1;  unsafe  oven,  1;  unsafe  vault,  1; 
unsafe  slate,  1;  unsafe  roof,  1;  unsafe  heating 
apparatus,  4;  dangerous  chimneys,  417;  defective 
flues,  13.  Ten  surveys  have  been  held  on 
unsafe  buildings  during  the  year,  all  of  which 
have  been  decided  in  favor  tf  the  depart- 
ment. No  appeals  have  been  taken  from  ihe 
decisions  of  the  surveyors.  The  number  of 
buildings  reported  as  damaged  by  fire  and 
accident  was  351,  and  the  estimated  dam- 
age was  $590,720.  The  whole  number  of  brick 
buildings  comulsted  during  the  year  is  497,  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  $14,211,120.  These  buildings 
contain  257stores,  and  are  constructed  to  accommo- 
date 524  families.  The  whole  jumber  of  wooden 
buildings  completed  during  the  year  is  1029,  con- 
taining 81  stores,  and  providing  accommodations 
for  1366  families.  The  estimated  cost  of  these 
completed  wooden  building0  is  $2,586,615.    In  con- 


cluding his  report  the  inspector  says,  I  beg  to  sug- 
gest that  some  provision  be  made  for  the  better 
enforcement  of  the  statute  re'. ating  to  the  grade  ot 
cellar  bottoms.  This  department  is  req-iired  to  re- 
port all  cases  of  violation  to  the  Board  ot  Alder- 
men, but  has  no  power  to  enforce  the  law,  nor  is 
there  any  one  empowered  to  see  that  the  orders  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  are  executed.  One  of  the 
objects  of  the  building  law  is  to  provide  for  the 
gradual  removal  of  wooden  buildings  from  within 
the  building  limits.  It  therefore  prohibits  the 
erection  of  any  new  buildings  (except  for  cer- 
tain purposes),  but  places  no  limit  to  the  amount 
of  repairs  which  may  be  made  upon  an  old 
building,  without  making  it  virtually  a  new  one. 
It  is  very  difficult  sometimes  to  decide  upon  the 
application  for  permits  to  repair,  especially  in 
cases  of  buildings  damaged  by  firr,  and  in  my 
opinion  a  provision  like  that  in  foice  in  other 
cities,  specifying  the  amount  of  repairs  which 
may  be  made  upon  a  wooden  building,  would  be 
advantageous.  I  would  also  recommend  the  pas- 
sage of  a  law  prohibiting  the  storing  of  lumber 
and  other  combustible  material  upon  the  roofs  of 
buildings. 

INVITATION  ACCEPTED. 

An  invitation  was  received  for  the  Mayor  and 
Aldermen  to  attend  the  ball  of  the  Second  Battal- 
ion of  Infantry  on  Feb.  3,  inst.    Accepted. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington  the  Board 
adjourned,  and  stood  adjourned  to  Thursday  next 
at  4  P.  M. 
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Adjourned  regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
his  honor  the  Mayor  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS. 

Constable — Denis  A.  Sullivan,  for  duty  in  the 
Treasury  Department. 

Police  Officer— William  McCarthy,  for  duty  on 
the  police  boat. 

PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Eaton,  Sawyer 
&  Co.  et  al.,  that  the  ice  and  snow  be  removed 
from  Chatham  street. 

Cressy  &  Nbyes,for  leave  to  locate  receiving 
pipe  for  water  sprinkler  on  front  wall  of  building 
49  and  51  Wareham  street. 

Chase,  Shute  &  Co.,  to  be  paid  for  grade  dam- 
ages at  corner  of  Kilby  and  Central  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  J.  Albert  Johnston,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
new  wooden  stable  for  one  horse  on  Norfolk  street, 
Ward  16. 

Louis  Earl,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Hartford  street,  Ward  16. 

ORDER  OF  NOTICE  ON  PETITION. 

A  petition  was  received  from  the  Boston  Gas- 
light Company  for  leave  to  erect  and  use  a  sta- 
tionary engine  of  sixteen-horse  power  at  corner  of 
Snowbill  and  Hull  streets,  and  an  order  of  notice 
was  passed  for  a  hearing  thereon  to  all  parties  ob- 
jecting on  Tuesday,  Feb.  23,  instant. 

COMMUNICATIONS  FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Resignation.  Communication  from  W.  G.  Sbat- 
tuck  resigning  the  office  of  Warden  in  Ward  1. 
Placed  on  file. 

Citij  Registrar.  Report  for  quarter  ending  Jan. 
31 — Receipts  for  certificates  of  intentions  of  mar- 
riage, $595;  number  of  births  returned  during 
1874, 11,640;  marriages  recorded,  4003;  deaths  re- 
corded, 7812.    Sent  down. 

City  Clerk.  Report  for  quarter  ending  Jan.  31 — 
Receipts:  Recording  mortgages,  etc.,  $916,31;  li- 
censes for  billiard  rooms,  $77 :  do.  for  auctioneers, 
$96;  do.  for  intelligence  offices,  $10.  Total, 
$1099.31.    Sent  down. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  remit  tax  of  $209.04,  for  1874,  assessed 
upon  Henry  W.  Pickering,  executor,  together 
with  interest  and  costs 

Order  to  assume  tax,  for  1874,  assessed  upon 
David  Sears's  heirs,  on  account  of  property  de- 
vised to  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  amounting  to 
$1018.68. 

Severally  passed  and  sent  down. 

Order  to  establish  the  grade  of  Culvert  street, 
between  Tremont  and  Cabot  streets. 

Order  to  establish  the  grade  of  Knowlton  street, 
between  Telegraph  and  East  Eighth  streets. 

Severally  passed. 

Order  for  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature  for 
leave  to  establisl.  the  salaries  of  deputy  collectors 
of  taxes,  and  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  their 
fees  into  the  treasury. 

Alderman  Bigelow  offered  the  following  as  a 
substitute : 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  General  Court,  now  in  session, 
for  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the  election 
or  appointment  of  an  Assistant  City  Treasurer,  as 
the  City  CouncU  may  determine ;  also  authorizing 
the  City  Council  to  establish  the  salaries  of  the 
collectors  and  deputy  collectors,  and  providing 
that  all  fees,  costs,  expenses  or  penalties  now 
payable  under  statutes  and  ordinances  to  such 
officers  shall  hereafter  be  paid  into  the  city  treas- 
ury. 

The  substitute  was  adopted,  passed  and  sent 
down. 

ADDITIONAL  WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  consider  the  special  as- 
signment, viz.,  orders  to  appropriate  $1,500,000 
for  water  works,  and  vest  authority  m  the  Cochit- 
uate  Water  Board  to  take  land  for  new  conduit 
and  such  extension  of  the  water  works  as  may  be 
required  to  convey  Sudbury  water  to  Chestnut 
Hill,  including  a  new  sipllon  under  Charles  River 
(City  Doc.  No.  20). 


Alderman  Stebbins  moved  to  amend  by  insert- 
ing after  the  words  "the  bids  shall  be  opened  by 
the  President  of  said  board"  (being  the  fifth  line 
of  fifth  page),  the  words  "or  the  presiding  mem- 
ber." 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Alderman  Burrage — I  am  in  favor  of  the  object 
of  this  order,  but  think  that  the  purposes  for 
which  this  appropriation  is  made  should  be  more 
clearly  defined,  and  I  offer  the  following  amend- 
ments: 

Insert  after  words  "Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir,"  in 
ninth  line  of  first  order,  the  words  "according  to  a 
plan  on  a  map  in  the  appendix  to  City  Document 
No.  29,  of  the  year  1873,  and  the  construction  of 
one  or  more  of  the  three  storage  reservoirs  mark- 
ed I.,  II.  and  III.  on  said  map." 

Insert  after  the  words  "such  aqueduct,"  in 
tenth  line  of  the  first  order,  the  words  "and  said 
reservoir  or  reservoirs." 

Insert  after  the  words  "necessary  for,"  in  sec- 
ond line  on  fourth  page,  the  word  "thus." 

Alderman  Stebbins— Those  amendments  maybe 
all  right,  but  if  I  have  followed  them  correctly 
they  would  limit  this  order  to  the  plan  which  is 
on  file  in  City  Document  29,  which  was  prepared 
some  two  years  ago.  My  impression  is  that  there 
has  been  some  change  in  the  proposed  line  of  the 
conduit  since  then,  and  if  the  amendment  is 
pressed  now  I  shall  ask  that  the  order  may  be  laid 
over  till  next  Monday. 

Alderman  Burrage — I  conferred  with  the  City 
Engineer  to  see  if  there  is  any  ocher  plan.  The 
order  proposes  to  give  the  Water  Board  all  the 
powers  conferred  by  the  act  of  1872,  which  are 
very  large.  In  making  this  appropriation,  it 
seems  to  me  we  should  know  what  we  are  about; 
before  embarking  in  such  a  large  enterprise  we 
should  know  where  we  are  to  land.  As  the  order 
is  now  drawn,  the  Cochituate  Water  Board,  if 
they  saw  fit,  could  commence  to  take  and  pur- 
chase lands  for  seven,  eight,  ten,  or  twelve  storage 
reservoirs.  It .  ia  not,  of  course,  supposed  that 
they  will  do  so;  but  in  making  this  appropriation 
it  seems  to  me  that  we  should  define  it  clearly, 
have  it  closely  drawn,  and  not  left  open  to  abuse. 
I  referred  to  that  map,  because  it  is  the  only  one 
drawn,  and  I  wish  to  give  them  power  to  con- 
struct a  conduit  which  tue  Engineer  has  mapped 
out;  but  I  do  not  want  to  give  them  authority  to 
construct  a  conduit  somewhere  else. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  find  that  this  plan  referred 
to  in  the  amendment  was  prepared  in  1873,  and  I 
am  quite  confident  that  since  then  surveys  have 
been  made  and  a  more  favorable  route  consid- 
ered, by  which  a  great  saving  in  the  expense  will 
be  made.  If  the  amendments  are  pressed  I  shall 
ask  that  the  ordei  be  laid  over  till  Monday.  It 
may  be  necessary  to  change  this  line  a  quarter  of 
a  mile,  or  a  mile ,  one  way  or  the  other.  In  fact, 
in  all  great  works  of  this  kind  we  must  place  con- 
fidence in  our  engineers  to  a  great  extent,  and  not 
confine  them  to  imaginary  lines  drawn  upon 
pieces  of  paper.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  adoption 
of  this  amendment  will  tie  the  hands  of  the  Engi- 
neer in  such  a  way  as  to  be  opposed  to  the  best  in- 
terest of  the  city. 

Alderman  Burrage — I  should  be  willing  to  let  it 
lie  over  till  this  matter  can  be  determined,  or  a 
definite  line  fixed  upon,  if  that  is  all  the  trouble. 
It  seems  to  me  that  it  ought  to  be  defined  in  some 
way — not  particularly  by  this  plan,  but  so  that 
the  work  will  be  confined  to  that  locality. 

Alderman  Clark — It  seems  to  me  that  it  would 
be  impossible  for  us  to  agree  upon  a  specific  line 
for  a  conduit  for  bringing  the  waters  of  Sudbury 
River  and  Farm  Fond  into  Boston.  There  may 
have  to  be  some  diversion  from  this  plan.  We 
have  a  competent  Engineer,  and  we  must  put 
faith  in  him  for  the  construction  of  reservoirs 
and  the  building  of  aqueducts  to  give  us  an  addi- 
tional supply  of  water.  We  have  put  our  faith 
in  him  heretofore,  and  have  not  been  de- 
ceived. He  told  us  two  years  ago  where  to 
go  to  get  an  additional  supply  of  water, 
and  in  all  the  investigations  we  have 
made,  we  have  found  that  he  has  been  correct. 
Now,  it  does  seem  to  me  that  if  we  are  satisfied 
that  this  is  the  best  plan,  all  we  can  do  is  to  give 
them  the  funds  and  leave  the  work  in  their  hands. 
I  think  the  City  Engineer  and  the  Water  Board 
aie  competent  to  do  the  work  without  our  dicta- 
tion. I  should  hope  that  no  more  delay  will  be  in- 
curred unless  better  reasons  are  given  than  I  have 
heard. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  orders  were 
laid  on  the  table.  Subsequently  a  recess  of  half 
an  hour  was  had,  at  the  conclusion  of  which  the 
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orders  were  taken  from  the  table  on  motion  of 
Alderman  Clark. 

Alderma  1  Burrage  withdrew  the  amendments 
previously  offered  by  him  and  offered  the  follow- 
ing: 

Insert  after  the  words  "provided,  however," 
in  third  and  fourth  line  of  page  4,  the  words, 
"that  the  number  of  storage  reservoirs  said  Water 
Board  is  authorized  to  construct  shall  not  exceed 
three,  which  shall  be  those  known  as  Nos.  1,  2  and 
3,  and—" 

The  amendment  was  adopted  and  the  orders  as 
amended  were  passed— yeas  12,  nays  0.  Sent 
down. 

SUPERINTENDENTS  OF  BRIDGES. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Bridges, 
submitted  a  report  nominating  the  following- 
named  persons  as  superintendents  of  the  bridges 
controlled  in  part  by  the  city  of  Boston: 

Cottage  Farm  Bridge— Francis  Caverly. 

Granite  Bridge— Albert  O.  Hawes. 

Neponset  Bridge — John  Glavin. 

Cambridge  Bridge — William  Norton. 

Chelsea  Bridge— Daniel  S.  Lawrence,  Adam 
Bowlby. 

Western-avenue  Bridge  to  Cambridge— William 
Norton. 

North   Harvard- street  Bridae— William  Norton. 

Western-avenue  Bridge  to  Watertown— O.  F. 
Knox  and  M.  W.  Angler. 

The  nominations  were  confirmed. 

LAMP  DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Stebbins  for  the  Committee  on  Lamps, 
submitted  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Lamps  be  and 
they  aro  hereby  authorized  to  contract  with  the 
Brookllne  Gaslight  Company  for  supplying  the 
gas  for  lighting  the  streets  in  the  section  of  the 
city  where  their  mains  extend,  at  the  rate  of  $3 
per  thousand  cubic  feet,  from  Feb.  15, 1875. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Lamps  be 
and  he  is  hereby  authoiized  under  the  approval  of 
the  Committee  on  Lamps  during  the  municipal 
year  1875  to  contract  for  and  purchase  the  lamp- 
posts, brackets,  burners,  tips,  cocks,  lanterns, 
tools,  stable  supplies  and  such  other  articles  as 
shall  be  found  necessary  for  the  carrying  on  of  the 
Lamp  Department ;  also  to  employ  such  number 
of  men  in  the  repair  shop  of  the  department  as 
may  be  necessary ,  the  costjthereof  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Lamps. 

Severally  read  once. 

NOTICE  TO  QUIT. 

Alderman  Clark,  for  the  Committee  on  Streets 
on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  an  order  of 
notice  to  Francis  B.  Austin  and  all  others  inter- 
ested, to  "quit"  on  Pleasant  street,  Chailestown, 
on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  May  next  ensuing. 
Passed. 

SUFFOLK-STREET    DISTRICT. 

Aldermen  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on 
the  Northampton-street  District  be  authorized  to 
exercise  all  the  powers  iu  relation  to  the  unsettled 
business  on  the  Suffolk-street  district  which  were 
conferred  on  the  Committee  of  the  City  Council 
on  said  district  for  the  year  1873. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

REDIVISION  OF  THE  WARDS 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy,  the  Board  took 
from  the  table  the  order  for  Mayor  to  petition  the 
Legislature  for  authority  to  divide  the  city  into 
wards,  not  exceeding  thirty  in  number,  with  a 
representation  of  two  Common  Council  men  and 
two  School  Committee  from  each  ward,  and  also 
to  establish  not  exceeding  three  voting  precincts 
in  each  ward ;  with  an  amendment  proposed  by 
Alderman  Power  to  strike  out  all  relating  to  the 
representation  of  Common  Council  and  School 
Committee  from  each  ward. 

The  question  was  on  the  amendment. 

Alderman  Quincy— This  order  was  tabled  on  the 
natural  suggestion  of  the  Alderman  from  Ward  15 
[Alderman  Worthington],  that  this  matter  was 
under  consideration  by  another  committee,  and 
perhaps  courtesy  required  that  we  should  not 
forestall  their  action.  As  I  happen  to  be  a  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  to  which  the  new  charter 
was  referred,  at  their  last  meeting  I  called  their 
attention  to  the  fact,  and  I  am  authorized  to  state 
that  that  committee  fully  concur  with  the  Com- 
mittee on  Census  and  Revision  of  the  Wards  in 
regard  to  the  desirability  of  present  action.  As 
I  sairl,  the  question  is  simply  this :  Char- 
ter or  no  charter,  the  census  is  to  be 
taken,    and     the    opportunity    for   a  redivision 


will  not  return  in  ten  years.  Revision  is  impera- 
tive this  year,  and  if  we  can  go  to  the  Legislature 
with  a  petition  for  authority  to  redivide  the 
wards,  the  sooner  the  better.  The  advantage  of 
going  now  is  that  we  shall  acquire  a  standing  in 
court  and  cannot  be  excluded;  once  in  we  can 
change  this  order  in  any  way — change  the  limit  or 
ask  for  further  representation— and  we  cannot  be 
excluded.  In  regard  to  the  amendment  offered 
by  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12, 1  should  favor  it, 
it  for  no  othei  reason  than  that  courtesy  would 
require  us  to  allow  the  members  of  the  other 
branch  to  take  the  initiative.  It  seems  to  me  that 
we  might  strike  out  the  words  "not  exceeding 
thirty,"  and  simply  ask  for  authority  V>  divide  the 
city  into  as  many  wards  as  the  City  Council  may 
think  expedient;  but  I  do  think  the  order  should 
be  passed  now. 

The  amendment  of  Alderman  Power  was  adopt- 
ed, and  the  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  or- 
der as  amended. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  think  we  should  not 
pass  this  order  at  this  time.  I  do  not  quite  like 
the  manner  in  which  it  is  brought  here.  We  have 
the  new  city  charter  before  a  special  committee, 
and  the  City  Council  have  yet  to  consider  that 
whole  subject.  The  gentleman  who  introduces 
this  order  says  it  is  desirable  to  have  it  go  to  the 
Legislature  that  we  may  have  a  good  standing  in 
court, — in  other  words  that  this  whole  subject 
may  be  brought  to  the  Legislature.  Now,  sir,  my 
opinion  is  that  we  should  have  an  expression 
from  the  City  Government  of  Boston  before 
we  go  to  the  Legislature  on  that  subject. 
If  we  do  this  we  shall  be  forcing  thing  in  a 
way  that  will  not  meet  the  favor  of  the  people  or 
the  Legislature.  I  think  we  should  wait  a  little. 
It  is  too  important  a  matter  to  be  forced  through 
here  on  so  short  notice.  We  should  not  be  asked 
to  vote  upon  it  when  it  appears  that  tnere  is  some- 
thing behind  it  which  is  vastly  more  important 
than  the  order  itself,  and  I  shall  object  to  such  ac- 
tion at  this  time.  So  far  as  the  redivision  of  the 
wards  is  concerned,  I  should  not  object;  but  if  it 
is  to  bring  the  matter  of  representation  and  the 
whole  subject  of  the  city  charter  to  the  Legisla- 
ture before  we  have  discussed  it,  I  say  that  will 
be  forcing  the  matter  more  than  we  should. 

The  Chair— The  Alderman  is  under  a  misappre- 
hension in  regard  to  the  order.  As  it  now  stands, 
it  relates  simply  to  the  revision  of  the  wards.  The 
section  relating  to  representation  has  been  strick- 
en out. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  desire  to  say  that  I 
entirely  understand  that  order.  The  intention  is 
to  get  that  order  before  the  Legislature,  and  then 
any  member  of  that  body  can  rise  in  his  place  and 
move  to  substitute  the  new  city  charter  for  the 
order. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  can  hardly  think  that  such 
an  amendment  would  be  considered  germane  to 
the  subject.  I  agree  with  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  15  that  it  is  not  yet  time  to  consider  this 
subject  if  it  bound  us  to  anything  at>all— even  if 
it  bound  us  to  increase  the  wards  by  a  single 
ward.  But  it  does  not.  It  is  simply  to  obtain 
power  to  increase  them  if  we  choose.  The  gen 
tleman  has  brought  up  a  bugbear  that  does  not 
exist.  This  matter  was  brought  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  New  Charter  yesterday  and  I  was 
authorized  to  say  that  they  agreed  perfectly  with 
the  Committee  on  the  Revision  of  Wards,  that  this 
matter  ought  to  be  acted  upon  at  once.  Charter 
or  no  charter,  the  wards  must  be  revised.  I  fail 
to  see  what  reason  the  gentleman  can  have  for 
supposing  that  this  subject  has  any  connection 
with  the  new  charter. 

Alderman  Worthington— Then  I  wish  to  ask  the 
member  what  he  means  by  having  our  case  in  the 
Legislature  and  we  cannot  be  crowded  out?  If  we 
go  there  with  this  subject  and  nothing  more,if  noth- 
ing else  is  intended,  I  am  willing  it  should  go.  But 
it  means  the  introduction  of  a  bill  of  minor  inter- 
est, and  the  substitution  of  a  more  important  bill 
for  it,  as  I  have  known  to  be  done  in  my  own  ex- 
perience. I  remember  such  an  instance  when  we 
were  trying  to  annex  Roxbury  to  Boston.  An 
effort  was  being  made  to  annex  a  portion  of  the 
Back  Bay,  and  an  amendment  was  offered  so  that 
instead  of  confining  the  line  to  West  Chester  park 
and  over  to  Parker  street,  it  should  include  all  of 
Roxbury.  The  Chair  ruled  that  the  amendment 
was  competent,  and  the  motion  was  put,  but  it 
was  voted  down.  It  would  be  equally  competent 
for  any  member  to  substitute  the  new  charter  and 
bring  that  directly  before  the  Legislature.  And 
that  is  what  I  understand  the  gentleman  to  mean 
by  our  having  a  standing  in  court  and  we  canno 
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be  crowded  out.  If  he  says  it  means  nothing 
more  than  what  is  conveyed  [in  the  order,  then  I 
am  content. 

Alderman  Quincy — I  can  assure  the  gentleman 
the  cat  of  the  new  charter  is  by  no  means  hidden 
in  this  petition  for  authority  to  increase  the  num- 
ber of  wards.  By  having  a  standing  in  conrt,  I 
mean  that  by  asking  for  authority  to  redivide  the 
wards  and  establish  voting  precincts,  we  secure  a 
place  on  the  calendar,  as  it  were,  and  we  can 
change  it  if  we  wish.  We  can  ask  for  a  limit  of 
thirty  wards,  or  for  a  larger  limit.  But  if  we  do 
not  get  into  court  during  the  next  two  weeks,  we 
shall  have  a  great  oeal  of  trouble,  as  they  may 
enforce  the  rule  excluding  new  business.  I  can 
assure  the  gentleman  thac  so  far  as  this  commit- 
tee is  concerned,  they  are  innocent  of  any  knowl- 
edge of  a  cat  in  the  meal. 

Alderman  Woithington  —  I  did  not  mean  to 
charge  that  there  is  a  cat  in  the  meal ;  but  it  look- 
ed to  me  like  a  plan  to  briug  the  city  charter  be- 
fore the  Legislature  before  we  had  acted  upon  it, 
That,  I  think,  ought  not  to  be  done. 

Alderman  Clark— I  can  conceive  not  the  slight- 
est objection  to  this  order,  tor  I  think  it  is  of  the 
highest  importance.  I  believe  it  is  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  have  the  census  taken  this  year,  or 
we  cannot  take  it  at  all;  and  if  we  wish  the  right 
to  re-district  the  city,  it  will  be  necessary  to  get 
it  from  the  Legislature.  Now,  it  is  uncertain 
whether  the  new  charter  will  be  adopted  or  not; 
that  question  remains  to  be  settled  in  the  future. 
As  a  member  of  the  committee  who  now  have  the 
charter  under  consideration,  I  should  think  that 
none  of  our  prerogatives  will  be  takan  from  us  if 
thin  order  is  sent  to  the  Legislature.  I  should  hope 
that  the  petition  will  be  puc  in  for  something  of 
this  kind.  It  will  take  some  time  to  go  through 
and  examine  the  new  charter,  and  I  hope  the  pub- 
lic will  not  be  too  anxious  for  a  report.  A  com- 
mittee cannot  do  in  two  or  three  weeks  what  it 
has  taken  the  commission  a  year  to  prepare. 

Alderman  Worthington — After  the  explanations 
of  the  gentleman  I  shall  not  object  to  the  passage 
of  the  order. 

The  order  as  amended  was  passed  and  sent 
down. 

At  this  point  a  recess  of  half  an  hour  was  taken. 

ELECTION  OF  FIKST  ASSISTANT  ASSESSORS. 

Alderman  Harris  moved  that  the  Board  proceed 
to  an  election  of  First  Assistant  Assessors. 

Alderman  Clark  hoped  they  would  not  proceed 
to  an  election,  as  he  desired  more  time  to  look 
over  the  list.    He  moved  the  Board  adjourn. 

The  Board  refused  to  adjourn,  and  a  ballot  was 
ordered.  Aldermen  Harris  and  Stebbins  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes. 
They  reported  the  following  as  the  result  of  the 
several  ballots : 

First  Ballot. 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

William  J.  Ellis 12 

John  Noble 12 

George  D.  Kicker 12 

Charles  F.  McDavitt 5 

John  Brown 10 

Roger  H.  Scannell 6 

Horace  Loring 12 

Charles  E.  Jackson 9 

P.  Ambrose  Young 11 

William  H.  Cundy :  12 

Edward  F.  Robinson 11 

Theophilus  Burr 10 

George  F.  Williams 12 

Otis  Rich 10 

Joseph  R.  Grose 12 

Edwin  B.  Spinney 12 

Joseph  L.  Drew.... 11 

John  H.  Giblin 11 


L.  Foster  Morse 12 

George  F.  Davis 8 

Andrew  J.  Browne 12 

George  A.  Comins 12 

Phineas  B.  Smith , -. lo 

William  Withington 12 

Henry  Pierce 12 

John  Pierce 11 

Charles  Nowell ,10 

Gideon  Walker 12 

Henry  W.  Dickerman 12: 

Joshua  S.  Duncklee 12 

William  B.  Long 12 

Nahum  Chapin 12 

George  S.  Pendergast 12 

George  H.  Williams 5 

James  K.  Crowley o 

Charles  F.  McDavitt 5 

A.  G.  Wyman 6 

Michael  Carney 5 

A.  R.  Holden 4 

James  Healey 3 

Thomas  L.  Jenks 2 

H.  N.  Holbrook 1 

And  the  thirty-one  gentlemen  who   received  the 
necessary  numoei  of  votes  were  declared  elected. 

Second  Ballot. 

A.  G.  Wyman 6 

J.  K.  Crowley 5 

Michapl  Carney 4 

R.  H.  Scannell 3 

Charles  F.  McDavitt 2 

G.  H.  Williams 2 

And  there  was  no  choice. 

Alderman  Pre? cott— In  order  that  members  of 
the  Board  may  hwe  an  opportunity  to  see  who  is 
elected,  and  who  are  the  candidates  not  elected, 
and  what  districts  are  not  represented,  it  seems  to 
me  that  further  balloting  had  better  be  dispensed 
with  until  the  next  meeting.  I  therefore  move 
that  the  Board  adjourn. 
The  motion  was  lost. 

Third  Ballot. 

J.  K.  Crowley 7 

A.  G.  Wyman 5 

M.  Carney 5 

R.  H.  Scannell 3 

C.  F.  McDavitt 2 

G.  H.  Williams 2 

Mr.  Crowley  was  declared  elected. 
Fourth  Ballot. 

A.  G.  Wyman 5 

M.  Carney 4 

C.  F.  McDavitt 2, 

R.  H.  Scannell 1 

And  there  was  no  choice. 

Fifth  Ballot. 

A.  G.  Wyman 7 

M.  Carney 4 

C.  F.  McDavitt 1 

And  Mr.  Wyman  was  declared  elected. 

Certificate  sent  down  of  the  election  of 

William  J.  Ellis,  George  F.  Davis, 

John  Noble,  Andrew  J.  Browne, 

George  D.  Bicker,  George  A.  Comins, 

John  Brown,  Phineas  B.  Smith, 

Horace  Loring,  William  Withington, 

Charles  E.  Jackson,  Henry  Pierce, 

P.  Ambrose  Young,  John  Pierce, 

Wm.  H.  Cundy,  Charles  Nowell, 

Edward  F.  Robinson,  Gideon  Walker, 

Theophilus  Burr,  Henry  W.  Dicker  no  an, 

George  F.  Williams,  Joshua  S.  Duncklee, 

Otis  Rich,  William  B.  Long, 

Joseph  R.  Grose,  Nahum  Chapin, 

Edwin  B.  Spinney,  George  S.  Pendergast," 

Joseph  L.  Drew,  James  K.  Crowley, 

John  H.  Giblin,  Abraham  G.  Wyman. 
L.  Foster  Morse, 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark  the   board   ad- 
journed. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of. the  Common  Council, 

FEBRUARY   4,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M., 
Halsey  J.  Boardman,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OP  ALDERMEN  FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Annual  reports  of  Superintendent  of  Sewers 
and  Inspector  of  Buildings;  quarterly  reports  of 
City  Clerk  and  Registrar  of  Births  and  Marriages. 
Placed  on  file. 

Request  of  Committee  on  Public  Buildings ;  pe- 
titions of  Joseph  Dorr  et  al.    Severally  referred. 

Reports  recommending:  leave  to  withdraw  on 
the  petitions  of  E.S.Johnson,  for  refunding  of 
tax ;  of  J .  F.  Parley,  administrator,  to  he  reim- 
bursed for  tax  erroneously  paid.  Severally  ac- 
cepted. 

Report  that  the  City  Council  has  no  authority  to 
grant  petition  of  D.  B.  McKenzie  that  the  taxes 
assessed  upon  the  Appleton  Temporary  Home 
may  be  refunded.    Accepted. 

Order  for  the  City  Engineer  to  make  such  pur- 
chases of  supplies,  instruments,  drawing  mate- 
rials and  furniture,  and  to  incur  such  other  ex- 
penses as  may  be  necessary  in  his  department 
during  the  present  municipal  year. 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to 
supply  necessary  furniture,  and  cause  such  re- 
pairs and  cleaning  to  be  made  as  may  be  needed 
in  the  several  schoolhouses. 

Order  for  the  City  Surveyor  to  make  such  pur- 
chases of  supplies,  instruments,  drawing  mate- 
rials and  furniture,  and  to  incur  such  other  ex- 
penses as  may  be  necessary  in  his  department 
during  the  present  municipal  year. 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to 
supply  furniture  for  and  cause  necessary  cleaning 
and  repairs  to  he  made  in  the  City  Hal1 ,  police 
stations  and  engine  houses,  and  other  public 
buildings,  where  the  same  are  not  made  by  the 
departments  using  the  same. 

Order  for  the  purchase  of  law  books  for  the  City 
Solicitor's  office,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  $275. 

Report  and  an  ordinance  to  amend  an  oroinance 
relating  to  the  Law  Department,  providing  for  the 
appoirtment  cf  a  Fourth  Assistant  Solicitor,  and 
providiLg  for  the  empiovment  of  extra  assistance 
when  necessary. 

Orders  and  ordinance  severally  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

Report  recommending  the  passage  of  the  order- 
requesting  the  Committee  on  Finance  to  provide 
the  means  for  laying  out  and  building  Swett  street 
from  Albany  street  to  Dorchester  avenue.  Report 
accepted  and  order  passed. 

Report  and  order  to  remit  tax  of  $209.04, with  in- 
terest and  costs,  assessed  H.W.  Pickering,  admin- 
istrator of  Caroline  Newman.  Order  passed  to  a 
second  reading. 

Report  and  order  to  assume  tax  of  $1018.68  as- 
sessed on  estate  bequeathed  to  the  Overseeis  of 
the  Poor  by  David  Sears.  Order  passed  to  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Order  conferring  power  to  settle  outstanding 
business  of  Suffolk-street  district  on  Joint  Spe- 
cial Committee  on  Northampton-street  District. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

Repoit  and  order  for  Mayor  to  petition  the 
Legislature  for  authority  to  elect  or  appoint  As- 
si  tant  City  Treasurer  and  Collector,  or  both,  and 
establish  salary  for  same,  and  providing  for  the 
payment  of  present  fees  of  deputy  collectors  into 
the  city  treasury.    Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  for  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature  for 
authority  to  divide  the  city  into  not  exceeding 
thirty  wards,  and  establish  voting  precincts.  Read 
twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  Treasurer  to  borrow  $1,- 
500,000  for  building  a  conduit  to  Farm  Pond,  and 
build  storage  reservoirs  on  Sudbury  River,  and 
confeniug  powers  on  Cochituate  Water  Board  to 
take  and  purchase  lands  necessary  for  conveying 
said  water  to  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir,  etc.,  and  to 
lay  a  new  siphon  pipe  across  Charles  River,  with 
an  amendment  limiting  the  reservoirs  to  be  built 
to  Nos.  1,  2  and  3,  etc.  Order  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

Report  nominating  the  following-named  per- 
sons as  First  Assistant  Assessors:  William  J. 
Ellis,  John  Noble,    Michael  Carney,   George   D. 


Ricker,  Charles  F.  McDavitt,  Roger  H.  Scannell, 
Horace  Loring,  P.  Ambrose  Young,  William  H. 
Cundy,  Edward  F.  Robinson,  Theophilus  Burr, 
Jobn  H.  Gihlin,  George  F.  Williams,  Otis  Rich, 
Joseph  R.  Grose,  Edwin  B.  Spinney,  Joseph  L. 
Drew,  L.  Foster  Morse,  George  F.  Davis,  Andrew 
J.  Browne,  George  A.  Comins,  Phineas  B.  Smith, 
William  Withington,  Henry  Pierce,  John  Pierce, 
Gideon  Walker,  Henry  W.  Dickerman,  George  H. 
Williams,  Joshua  S.  Duncklee,  William  B.  Long, 
Nahum  Chapin,  George  S.  Pendergast,  Thomas  L. 
Jenks.    Accepted. 

Certificate  of  election,  as  such  assessors,  of 
William  J.  Ellis,  John  Noble,  George  D.  Ricker, 
j  ohn  Brown,  Horace  Loring,  Charles  E.Jackson, 
P.  Ambrose  Young,  William  H.  Cundy,  Edward  F. 
Robinson,  Theophilus  Burr,  George  F.  Williams, 
Otis  Rich,  Joseph  R.  Grose,  Edwin  B.  Spinney, 
Joseph  L.  Drew,  John  H.  Giblin,  L.  Foster  Morse, 
George  F.  Davis,  Andrew  J.  Browne,  George  A. 
Comins,  Phineas  B.  Smith,  William  Withington, 
Henry  Pierce,  John  Pierce,  Charles  Nowell, 
Gideon  Walker,  Henjy  W.  Dickerman,  Joshua  S. 
Duncklee,  William  B.  Long,  Nahum  Chapin, 
George  S.  Pendergast,  James  K.  Crowley,  Abra- 
ham G.  Wyman. 

The  nominations  were  laid  over. 

ELECTIONS. 

The  following  elections  occurred : 
City  Messenger.  Certificate  of  the  election  of 
Alvah  H.  Peters  as  City  Messenger,  by  the  Board 
of  Aldermen.  Messrs.  Burgess  of  Ward  3,  Wal- 
bridge  of  Ward  12,  and  Sweetser  of  Ward  10  were 
the  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes.  They 
reporied  that  Alvah  H.  Peters  received  fifty-four 
votes,  the  whole  number  cast,  and  he  was  declar- 
ed elected  in  concurrence. 

Clerk  of  Committees.  Certificate  of  the  election 
of  James  M.  Bughee  as  Clerk  of  Committees  by 
the  Board  of  Aldermen.  Messrs.  Sprague of  Ward 
4,  Smith  of  Ward  10,  and  Stacey  of  Ward  21  were 
the  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes.  They 
reported  that  James  M.  Bugbee  had  received  fif- 
ty-eight votes,  the  whole  number  cast,  and  he  was 
dec'ared  elected  in  concurrence. 

Member  of  Cochituate  Water  Board.  Certifi- 
cate of  the  election  of  Uriel  H.  Crocker  in  place 
of  Amos  L.  Noyes  chosen  by  this  Council.  Messrs. 
Woods  of  Ward  8,  Rice  of  Ward  19,  and  Newton  of 
Ward  14  were  the  committee  to  collect  and  count 
votes.    They  lepoited  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 60 

Necessary  to  a  choice 31 

Amos  L.  Noyes  had 34 

Uriel  H.  Crocker 26 

And  Mr.  Noves  was  declared  elected  in  non-con- 
currence.   Cerrificate  sent  up. 

Trustees  of  City  Hospital — Certificate  of  elec- 
tion of  Hugh  O'Brien  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
and  Otis  H.  Pierce  and  Henry  H.  Sprague  of  the 
Common  Councd  as  Trustees  of  the  Citv  Hospital. 
Messes.  Cushman  of  Ward  1,  Kingsley  of  Ward 
3,  and  Hicks  of  Ward  8  were  the  committee  to  col- 
lect ana  count  votes. 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 58 

Necessary  to  a  choice 30 

Alderman  Hugh  O'Brien 58 

Councilman  Otis  H.  Pierce 55 

'  Henry  H.  Sprague 56 

"  George  A.  Shaw 1 

"  John  Osborne,  Jr 1 

"  Jeremiah  Harrigan 1 

J.  E.  Duggan 1 

And  Alderman  O'Brien  and  Councilmen  Pierce 
and  Sprague  were  declared  elected  in  concur- 
rence. 

Assessors.  Report  nominating  and  certificate 
of  election  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  fol- 
lowing-named pet  sons  as  Assessors:  Thomas 
Hills,  Benjamin  Cushing,  Horace  Smith,  Thomas 
J.  Bancroft,  Benjamin  F.  Palmer.  Messrs.  Curtis 
of  Ward  17,  Duggan  of  Ward  5,  and  H»rmon  of 
Ward  6  were  the  committee  to  collect  and  count 
votes. 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 61 

Necessary  to  a  choice 31 

Thomas  Hills 60 

Benjamin  Cushing : 61 

Horace  Smith 60 

Thomas  J.  Bancroft 61 

Benjamin  F.  Palmer > 59 

Dr.  Thomas  L.  Jenks 1 

Leonard  R.  Cutter 1 

Joseph  R.Grose 1 

J.  1YL  Maguire 1 

Messrs.  Hills,  Cushing,  Smith,  Bancroft  and 
Palmer  were  declared  elected  in  concurrence. 

Director  for  Public  Institutions.  Certificate  of 
election  of  Councilman  William  G.  Train,  by  the 
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Board  of  Aldermen,  in  place  of  Councilman  Wil- 
liam C.  Burgess,  cliosen  by  this  Council.  Messrs. 
Devereux  of  Ward  22,  Wilsou  of  Ward  12,  and 
Jaques  of  Ward  9  were  the  committee  to  collect 
and  count  votes.  . 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 66 

Necessary  to  a  choice 34 

William  G.  Train  had 42 

William  C.  Burgess  hau 24 

And  Mr.  Train  was  declared  elected  in  concur- 
rence. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  authorizing  the  Superintendent  of  Health 
to  contract  for  the  purchase  of  hay  and  grain,  and 
such  horses  and  enchanges  as  may  be  required  for 
his  department  from  time  to  time. 

Order  authorizing  the  Mayor  to  draw  upon  the 
Treasurer  for  the  payment,  of  executions  and 
judgments  of  courts  against  the  citv. 

Order  authorizing  necessary  repairs  to  be  made 
on  bathhouses,  and  the  employment  of  assistance 
for  the  care  of  the  same. 

Severally  passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  authorizing  the  Treasurer  to  pay  Francis 
A.  Hall  three  city  of  Boston  gold  coupons,  of  $25 
each,  alleged  to  have  been  burned,  on  the  condi- 
tions set  forth  in  said  order.    Passed  and  sent  up. 

Order  autnorizing  a  transfer  of  f 500  from  the 
appropiiation  for  Incidental  Expenses  to  that  for 
Contingent  Fund  of  the  Common  Council .  Passed 
—yeas  64,  nays  0.    Sent  up. 

WASHINGTON'S  BIRTHDAY. 

The  order  for  flags  to  be  displayed  and  a  nation- 
al salute  to  be  fired  at  Eist  and  South  Boston,  the 
citv  proper,  the  Highlands,  Dorchester,  West 
Ro'xbury,  Brighton  and  Charlestown,  at  noon  on 
the  22d  inst.,  in  commemoration  of  the  birthday 
of  Washington,  was  considered  under  the  head  of 
unfinished  business. 

The  question  was  on  the  parsage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Whitniore  of  Ward  4—1  move  to  amend  by 
striking  out  the  words  "city  proper."  I  think  it 
is  unnecessary  to  have  the  guns  fired  within  the 
city  proper.  The  very  reasons  which  led  to  the 
formation  ol  the  nr'eseot  ordinance  in  1873  are 
sufficient  to  show  that  this  is  an  occasion  when 
the  authority  of  the  City  Council  should  be  exer- 
cised. I  have  before  me  the  report  made  in  1873, 
in  which  reasons  were  given  for  curtailing  the 
liberty  of  firing  salutes  within  the  city,  and  the 
committee  at  that  time  reported  the  evidence 
taken  by  them,  and  the  opinions  of  several  dis- 
tinguished physicians  that  it  was  an  unmitigated 
nuisance,  highly  injurious  and  prejudicial  to  the 
health  of  peopie  living  anywhere  near  the  Com- 
mon. This  being  a  minor  holiday,  it  seems  to  me 
to  be  necessary  to  spare  the  people  from  this  in- 
fliction.   For  that  reason  I  offer  the  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  lost  b>  a  rising  vote — 26  for, 
27  against. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  hope  gentlemen  will 
consider  this  matter  seriously.  It  seems  to  me 
that  if  they  think  about  it  for  a  moment,  they  will 
see  that  there  is  no  use  in  firing  those  cannon 
upon  the  Common.  Nol  ody  goes  up  there  to  see 
the  firing.  We,  in  our  places  of  business,  merely 
hear  some  noise.  The  firing  of  cannon  in  a  thick- 
ly settled  city  is  plainly  of  no  use  and  does  do 
harm.  If  the  people  in  South  anrl  East  Boston 
and  the  suburbs  want  cannon  fired,  there  is  no 
objection,  'out  it  seems  to  me  that  we  who  live  in 
the  centre  of  the  city  don't  care  to  have  the  can- 
non fired,  and  that  the  displaying  of  flags  will  be 
sufficient. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9—1  would  like  to  suggest 
that  perhaps  the  amendment  goes  a  little  further 
than  was  intended,  as  it  puts  a  stop  to  the  display 
of  flags.  I  suppose  it  was  intended  to  prevent  the 
firing  of  cannoD,  but  if  it  had  been  adopted  it 
would  have  prevented  the  display  of  flags. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  should  hope  that  this 
time-honored  custom  will  not  be  done  away  with. 
The  people  of  Boston  desire  to  hear  the  cannon 
fired  upon  the  biithday  of  the  father  of  the  coun- 
try. They  don't  ask  that  it  be  fired  in  South  Bos- 
ton, or  Roxbuiy,  or  upon  Bunker  Hill;  but  upon 
that  time-honored  place,  Boston  Common, 
where  every  man,  woman  and  child  in  the 
city  proper  and  suburbs,  and  those  who  come 
here  from  the  surrounding  districts,  may 
hear  the  national  salute,  for  it  is  nothing 
else.  I  have  heard  this  opposition  to  firing  can- 
non upon  the  Common  for  a  few  years  past.  Is 
there  a  gentleman  here  who  can  rise  in  his 
place  and  say  it  has  harmed  a  living  being?  The 
sentimentalists  that  surround  the  Common  would 


prevent  the  people  i'roA  my  district  and  from 
the  North  End  and  other  portions  of  the  city  from 
visiting  the  Common,  if  they  could  have  their 
way.  They  wou'd  prevent  uhe  boys  from  coasting 
upon  tiie  Common;  they  would  prevent  any  na- 
tional display  in  any  way  which  would  be  con- 
formable to  the  desires  and  interests  of  the  people 
of  the  city.  I  hope  there  will  be  no  change  in  this 
time-honered  custom.  But,  sir,  I  am  willing  to  leave 
it  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  and  everybody  knows 
that  it  is  within  his  power  to  control  the  matter. 
With  the  honoied  gentleman  who  sits  at  the  helm, 
I  as  one  member  heie,  and  my  constituents,  sir — 
for  I  speak  for  them — are  willing  t  jat  this  matter 
shall  be  controlled  by  his  Honor.  Is  it  proposed 
that  in  the  ci*y  proper  flags  shall  not  be  raised 
upcn  that  honored  day — the  birthday  of  the 
father  of  his  country?  Why,  sir,  this  is  nothing 
but  the  same  sentiment  which  has,  and  I  suppose 
will  forever  surround  that  Common,  and  try  to 
prevent  those  little  courtesies  and  conveniences 
which  Boston  Common  was  given  us  for  the 
use  of.  I  hope  there  will  be  no  change,  and  that 
this  order  will  pa^s  this  branch  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil, because  I  believe  that  it  represents  the  desires 
of  the  people. 

Mr.Brackett  or  Ward  10— I  move  to  amend  by 
striking  out  "and  a  national  salute  be  fired  at 
noon,"  so  thit  the  day  will  oe  observed  by  a  dis- 
play of  flags,  but  no  cannon  be  fired. 

The  amendment  was  lost,  by  a  rising  vots— 28 
for,  38  against. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6— In  order  to  put  the  or- 
der in  the  shape  that  would  prevent  the  firiug  of 
cannon  on  the  Common,butuotpreventthedispJay 
of  flags,  I  move  to  insert  after  the  words  "public 
buildings  and  grounds"  the  words  "thoughout 
the  city,"  and  strike  out  the  words  "city  proper," 
so  that  cannon  may  be  fired  in  all  parts  of  the  city 
except  the  city  proper. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6—1  hope  that  amendment 
will  be  adopted.  In  reply  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5,  who  a  ked  if  there  is  any  one  who  knew 
of  injury  being  inflicted  by  the  firing  of  cannon 
upon  the  Common,  I  would  state  that  it  has  come 
within  my  personal  knowledge  that  a  lady  unable 
to  be  moved  from  her  house  Was  injured  by  tho 
shocks  which  the  firing  of  the  cannon  on  the  Com- 
man  caused  to  her  nervotrs  system. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16—1  hope  the  amendment 
will  not  prevail  for  the  reason  given  by  the  gentle- 
men from  Ward  6,  which  is  no  more  cogent  for 
the  Common  than  for  Dorchester,  for  there  are 
nervous  ladies  in  Dorchester  as  well  as  near  the 
Common. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6 — Gentlemen  must  appre- 
ciate that  there  is  a  difference  between  Dorches- 
ter and  the  Common.  There  are  a  great  many 
peovle  living  near  the  Common,  while  in  Dor- 
chester there  are  a  great  many  points  where  peo- 
ple would  not  be  troubled  by  it.  In  the  city  where 
there  are  so  many  people  living  inclose  proximity 
to  the  Common  it  has  done  an  injury,  and  it 
seems  to  me  to  be  desirable  that  the  firing  of  can- 
non thould  not  be  continued.  If  gentlemen  in 
Dorchester  should  n't  wish  to  have  cannon  fired 
near  their  homes,  I  would  be  happy  to  vote  that 
they  be  exempt  from  the  nuisance.  But  I  think 
it  is  desirable  not  to  have  the  cannon  fired  on  Bos- 
ton Common. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9 — I  hope  the  amendment 
will  prevail.  It  seems  to  me  that  a  wrong  reason 
is  given  and  a  wrong  impression  created  by  the  at- 
tempts at  explanation.  If  1  understand  it,  the  ob- 
jection is  that  the  salute  is  not  more  a  nuisance 
on  Boston  Common,  because  of  the  greater  num- 
ber of  residents  near  there,  and  the  gentleman 
from  Dorchesler  doesn't  state  the  proposition 
correctly.  The  real  reason  is  that  the  Common  is 
surrounded  by  buildings,  and  the  reverberations 
produce  a  much  mure  painful  effect  than  on  more 
open  grouuds.  I  suppose  that  no  one  would  ob- 
ject to  cannon  being  fired  upon  the  open  ground — 
for  instance  upon  the  Back  Bay.  But  in  a  con- 
tracted space  the  effect  is  very  different,  and 
there  are  dangers  which  people  are  obliged  to  un- 
dergo, as  I  can  testify,  every  time  a  salute  is 
fiied  on  the  Common.  I  know  of  one  case  where 
the  effect  upon  a  patient  proved  very  painful. 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6 — I  cannot  see  why  a  cus- 
tom that  is  excellent  or  time  honored  should  be 
perpetuated  for  that  reason  simply.  We  have  had 
a  custom  of  filing  crackers,  letting  off  fireworks, 
sounding  gongs,  and  making^  night  hideous  on 
the  night  before  the  Fourth  of  July.  Still  this  is  a 
time-honored  custom,  and  some  people  desire  to 
cling  to  it;  and  because  the  cannon  are  fired  on 
Boston  Common,  and  people's  ear  drums  are  crush- 
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ed,  it  is  argued  that  we  ought  to  continue  it 
on  every  public  day. 

Now,  sir,  the  ground  was  so  very  well  cohered 
by  the  gentleman  last  up,  that  it  seems  to  me 
hardly  necessary  to  have  anything  said  further'. 
It  certainly  is  an  unmitigated  nuisance,  this  dis- 
charging of  artillery  in  the  midst  of  the  dense 
population  near  Boston  Common.  It  has  seemed 
to  me  tbat  in  presenting  this  question  those  who 
live  at  a  distance  from  the  Common  are  very  will- 
ing to  liave  the  artillery  discharged  there  to  its 
fullest  extent  in  the  celebration  of  Washington's 
Birtbday .  I  think  there  is  no  gentleman  in  this  hall 
who  would  not  he  as  patriotic  as  possible  in 
the  celebration  of  the  birthday  of  the  father  of  his 
cenntry;  out  at  the  same  time  I  think  some  of  us 
ought  to  have  a  little  regard  for  tne  wishes  and 
conveniences  ana  health  of  oui  fellow  citizens.  I, 
for  one,  can  testify  of  a  case  where  a  severe  ill- 
ness was  very  much  aggravated  by  the  discharge 
of  artillery  on  the  Common.  The  residents  there 
get  the  benefit  of  it,  while  in  the  open  spaces  at 
East  Boston,  Dorchester  and  the  Highlands,  th3 
annoyance  does  not  occur. 

Mr.  Kingsbury  of  Ward  15— It  strikes  me  that 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6  is 
entirely  unnecessary.  This  order  piovides  for  a 
sa'ute  in  the  city  proper,  but  not  for  one  on  Bos- 
ton Common.  There  are,  as  has  been  suggested, 
open  spaces  on  the  Back  Bay,  and  if  the  Mayor 
sees  fit  the  salute  can  be  fired  there. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  have  noted  the  remarks 
of  the  gentlemen,  especially  those  of  my  friend 
from  the  Sixth  Ward  [Mr.  Kimball].  I  notice, 
sir,  that  he  states  that  one  woman's  nervous  sys- 
tem was  troubled.  I  have  noticed  during  the  last 
year  that  several  men's  nervous  systems — es- 
pecially members  of  the  Council — have  been  dis- 
turbed. Now,  sir,  out  of  375,000  people — which  is 
the  population  of  the  city  of  Boston,  from  figures 
which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  collect  within  the 
last  three  months— one  old  lady's  nervous  system 
has  been  injured!  Now,  my  friend  from  the 
Ninth  Ward  [Mr.  Jaques]  argues  that  this  salute 
should  not  be  fired  upon  Boston  Common,  and  that 
there  is  room  beyond  Boston  Common— that  there 
is  a  large  open  district  on  the  Back  Bay.  Per- 
haps there  is;  perhaps  it  is  under  water,  too,  and 
it  will  take  a  great  deal  of  the  city's  money  to  re- 
claim it  and  make  it  decent  and  healthy.— I  don't 
know  that  they  can  do  it.  But,  sir,  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  ivho  is  at  the  head  of  this  corporation, 
has  the  right  to  discriminate  in  this  matter. 
Think  of  one  woman's  nervous  fy^tem  being  af- 
fected !  Why,  sir,  a  great  many  women's  nervous 
systems  have  been  affected  without  the  firing  of 
cannon!  This  seems  to  be  a  frivolous  opposition. 
There  is  a  sentiment  in  this  thing  which  the  Coun- 
cil cannot  get  rid  of.  Let  us  stand  by  this  time- 
honored  custom.  It  is  nothing,  says  the  honored 
fentleman  from  the  Sixth  Ward  [Mr.  Guild]. 
ime-honored  custom  is  nothing.  I  believe 
in  the  beating  of  gongs  and  building  of 
bonfires  on  national  holidays.  I  believe  in 
the  Fourth  of  July  and  Washington's  Birthday, 
and  I  believe  it  is  our  duty  as  patriotic  citizens  to 
stand  by  those  time-bonored  customs.  When  it 
can  be  proved  that  one  woman's  nervous  system 
is  affected,  that  does  not  prove  that  374,999  people 
re  not  to  congratulate  themselves,  their  w'ves  and 
children  and  neighbors  upon  the  return  of  the 
glorious  birthday  of  the  father  of  our  country.  I 
hope  the  order  will  pass  as  it  was  offered,  because 
it  is  our  right,  and  it  will  be  an  honor  to  pass  it  as 
it  is. 

Mr.  Crocker— It  was  suggested  that  the  salute 
might  be  fired  upon  the  extreme  part  of  the  Back 
Bay.  It  seems  to  me  that  when  an  order  is  passed 
to  fire  a  salute  in  the  city  proper,  the  Mayor  would 
not  assume  to  remove  it  from  the  place  where  the 
time-honored  custom  has  prevailed  of  firing  if. 
As  to  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
5,  that  the  life  or  death  of  one  lady  don't  amount 
to  so  much  powder — I  will  let  that  go  for  what  it 
is  worth. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  said  nothing  about  the 
life  or  ueath  of  one  lady.  I  said  one  woman's 
nervous  system.  The  gentleman's  [Mr.  Crocker] 
nervous  system  has  been  frequently  troubled,  and 
will  be  again,  I  think. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Crocker  was  lost 
—36  for,  37  against. 

The  order  was  then  passed— yeas  63,  nays  4. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Barry,  Beal,  Bent, 
Brackett,  Burditt,  Burgess,  Cawley,  Clarke,  Coyle, 
Crocker,  Curtis,  dishing,  Cushman,  Damon,  Day, 
Devereux,  Duggan,  Edwards,  Fitzgerald,  Fitz- 
patrick,  Flynn,  Goldthwait,  Guild,  Harmon,  Har- 


rigan,  Hicks,  Hiscock,  Kelley,  Kingsbury,  Kings- 
ley,  Leighton,  Long,  Mooney,  Morrison,  Murray, 
Newton,  Noyes,  Osborne,  Page,  Parker,  Peabody, 
Perkins,  Pierce,  Power,  Rice,  Sampson,  Shaw, 
Sibley,  Smith,  Sprague,  Stacey,  Sweetser, 
Thacber,  Train,  Wadsworth,  Walbridge,  Walsh, 
Whitcomb,  Wilbur,  Willcutt,   Wilson,  Woods— 63. 

Nays— Messrs.  Jaques,  Kimball,  Loring,  Whit- 
more — 4. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5  moved  a  reconsideration  of 
the  last  vote,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail.     Lost. 

Order  sent  up. 

PETITIONS    PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Leighton  of  Ward  1— Petition  of  Flax 
Pond  Water  Company,  for  a  hearing  in  regard  to 
furnishing  a  supply  for  East  Boston.  Referred  to 
Joint  Committee  oil  Water. 

By  Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13— Petition  of  Patrick 
Sharkey  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on  Eustis 
street.    Sent  up. 

By  Mr.  Willcutt  of  Ward  17— Petition  of  West 
Roxbury  Free  Library  for  a  transfer  to  the  Public 
Library  of  Boston.  Referred  to  Joint  Committee 
on  Public  Library, vwith  instructions  to  give  the 
petitioners  a  bearing. 

By  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4— Petition  of  His- 
toric, Genealogical  Society,  calling  attention  to 
Boston's  imperfect  record  of  births  and  deaths 
prior  to  1845,  and  asking  that  the  same  may  be 
corrected  by  reference  to  parish  and  other  rec- 
ords. Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Librery. 

Severally  sent  up. 

REPORTS  OF  NOMINATING  COMMITTEES. 

Reports  of  nominating  committees  were  sub- 
mitted recommending  elections  as  follows: 

By  Sir.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— For  Superintend- 
ent of  Public  Lands,  Robert  W.  Hall;  for  Super- 
intendent of  Sewers,  William  H.  Bradley. 

By  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5— For  Superintendent  of 
Common  and  Public  Grounds,  John  Galvin. 

By  Mr.  Long  of  Ward  8— For  Commissioner  of 
Cedar  Grove  Cemetery,  Frank  L.  Tileston ;  for 
City  Solicitor,  John  P.  Healy ;  for  Water  Regis- 
trar, William  F.  Davis. 

By  Mr.  Osborne  of  Ward  8 — For  Superintendent 
of  Streets,  Charles  Harris. 

By  Mr.  Woods  of  Waid  8— For  Harbor  Master, 
John  T.  Gardner. 

By  Mr.  Kingsbury  of  Ward  15 — For  Superintend- 
ent of  Public  Building's,  James  C.  Tucker. 

By  Mr.  Willcutt  of  Ward  17— For  City  Surveyor, 
Thomas  W.  Davis. 

Reports  severally  accepted  and  nominations 
laid  over. 

BADGES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  the  order  for 
a  special  committee  to  procure  badges  for  mem- 
bers of  the  Council,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  $15 
for  each  badge,  was  taken  up. 

The  question  was  upon  the  passage  of  the  or- 
der, 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6—1  move  to  amend  by 
substituting  "f 5"  for  "f  15." 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9 — I  do  not  know  that  it  is 
in  order,  but  I  would  like  to  ask  if  the  question 
could  be  divided  so  that  we  should  first  settle 
whether  any  badges  are  to  be  procured.  If  that 
is  settled  in  the  affirmative,  then  the  question  of 
price  can  be  determined.  But  if  the  whole  ques- 
tion be  made  one,  it  is  certainly  very  difficult  for 
those  who  oppose  voting  any  badges  to  know  how 
to  vote.  Here  is  a  gentleman  asking  us  to  vote 
for  a  low-priced  badge,  and  if  we  are  to  have 
badges  I  do  not  want  to  vote  agaiust  that.  I  think 
it  would  facilitate  the  action  of  gentlemen  on 
both  sides  to  have  the  question  divided,  and  I 
move  a  division. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6— In  addition  to  the 
amendment  of  "$5"  for  "$15"  which  I  offered,  I 
would  like  to  move  a  second  amendment  by  add- 
ing to  the  order  the  words  "provided  that  no 
badge  shall  be  procured  for  any  member  who 
shall,  within  five  days  from  the  passage  of  this 
order,  notify  the  committee  in  writing  of  his  de- 
sire not  to  receive  one."  It  does  seem  to  me  that 
those  members  of  the  Common  Council  who  do 
not  desire  a  bari ge  ought  not,  in  courtesy,  to  be 
compelled  to  receive  them.  The  amendment  is 
similar  to  the  one  which  I  offered  at  the  lastmeet- 
ing,  but  the  question  upon  it  was  not  taken 
by  a  rising  votp,  or  by  yeas  and  nays — it  wis  sim-' 
ply  put  and  declared  not  carried/  I  have  made 
this  motion  at  this  time,  asking  the  Council  to 
consider  it  as  if  it  were  offered  for  the  first  time, 
and  to  consider  whether  or  not  those  members 
who  do  not  wish  badges  should  be  compelled  to 


FEBRUARY       4,       1875 


42 


take  them  under  a  penalty,  if  they  refuse,  of  hav- 
ing; a  badge  with  their  names  upon  one  floating 
about  City  Hall,  or  somewhere  else.  In  order  co 
take  the  sense  of  the  Council  upon  this  question, 
I  shall  call  for  the  yeas  and  1'ays.  As  I 
stated  at  the  last  meeting,  if  we  put  the  limit 
at  $15  awe  shall  get  a  badge  worth  about  $9 
intrinsically.  If  we  put  the  limit  at  $5 
we  shall  get  a  badge  woith  nearly  that  amount, 
because  there  will  not  be  the  chance  among 
manufacturers  to  give  us  a  badge  so  far  in 
value  from  the  amount  of  money  we  pay.  If  we 
have  a  badge  at  all  I  hope  we  shall  have  one  for 
use,  and  a  cheap  one  will  answer  that  purpose.  I 
will  not  take  any  more  time,  because  the  subject 
was  fully  discussed  at  the  last  meeting,  and  any- 
thing that  can  be  said  now  will  add  nothing  to 
what  was  said  then. 

The  question  was  taken  upon  the  amendment  to 
substitute  "$5"  for  "$15,"  and  it  was  lost. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  second 
amendme-ot  of  Mr.  Kimball  by  adding  the  words 
"provided,"  etc. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  hope  that  amendment 
will  prevail,  and  that  any  member  who  does  not 
wish  to  receive  a  badge  need  not  have  oi.e. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Kvmball  of  Ward  6—1  still  think  that  the 
price  which  we  have  placed  upon  these  badges  is 
too  high.  I  am  soriy  to  take  so  much  time  of  the 
Council,  but  I  am  satisfied  that  those  badges  of 
last  yeai  were  not  worth  $9,  and  I  believe  that  we 
can  get  a  cheaper  badge  if  we  wish.  I  therefore 
move  to  substitute  "$10.50"  for  "$15."  The  reason 
I  do  not  move  $16  is  because  it  was  voted  down  at 
the  last  meeting. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  only  desire  to  say  that 
the  gentleman  [Mr.  Kimball]  was  on  the  commit- 
tee who  procured  the  baftges  last  year,  with  two 
other  gentlemen,  and  a  bid  was  made  or  handed 
in  by  a  party  twenty-five  cents  lower  than  that 
of  the  one  to  whom  he  gave  the  contract,  and  it 
was  refused  by  the  gentleman,  while  the  other 
members  of  the  committee  favored  giving  it  to 
the  other  bidder,  who  would  have  given  a  better 
badge. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6— This  is  the  first  time  I 
ever  heard  or  knew  of  that  thing.  I  knew  of 
nothing  said  about  a  bid  being  made.  I  knew  of 
nothingbut  two  bona  fide  bids,  and  those  were 
twenty-five  cents  apart,  and  I  think  the  gentle- 
man is  entirely  mistaken  in  saying  that  a  bid  was 
put  in  for  the  making  of  a  badge  for  $10. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  did  not  say  $10,  but  that 
there  w„'sa  bid  for  twenty-five  cents  less  than  the 
one  for  which  it  was  awarded. 

Mr.  Kimball— I  entirely  misunderstood  the  gen- 
tleman. I  thought  I  caught  the  words  "ten  dol- 
lars." That  is  very  true,  but  unfortunately  I  was 
the  minority  of  the  committee,  and  happened  to 
have  the  casting  vote,  I  believed  that  the  party 
bidding  twenty-five  cents  more  would  give  the 
better  badge  and  I  voted  for  him  to  receive  the 
work. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  9—1  hope  the  amendment 
will  not  pass.  We  are  obliged  as  the  order  now 
stands  to  give  $15.  As  I  am  opposed  to  badges  I 
shall  vote  against  all  amendments. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  5— As  very  few  members 
voted  upon  the  amendment  making  the  price  $5 
and  as  I  think  a  cheap  badge  a  proper  thing, 
and  as  I  would  not  be  put  in  the  embarrassing 
position  of  taking  or  refusing  a  $15  badge,  I 
move  to  amend  so  as  to  fix  the  price  at  $6  and 
on  that  I  call  for  the  yea*  and  nays. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16—1  would  suggest  that 
that  amendment  has  been  voted  down. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  am  in  favor  of  badges, 
and  I  am  in  favor  of  a  good  badge,  and  if  cheap 
members  want  cheap  badges  they  can  have  them. 
I  refer  to  nobody,  sir.  Mr.  President,  I  had  the 
honor  to  read  the  Boston  Transcript  which  con- 
tains the  doings  of  the  last  Council,  I  believe 
it  is  always  in  order  to  refer  to  the  official  record 
taken  by  the  official  reporter.  I  notice  that  one 
gentleman  rises  in  his  place  and  says— 

"I  always  like  to  hear  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
5  talk.  He  reminds  me  of  a  little  piece  of  poetry, 
which  runs  something  like  this — 

"There  was  a  little  man 

And  he  had  a  little  soul, 
And  he  said,  'Little  soul,  let  us  try,  try,  try, 

To  go  beyond  your  reach, 

And  make  a  little  speech, 
Just  to  please  you  and  I,  little  soul, 
Just  to  please  you  and  I.'  " 

Now,  Mr.  President,  that  member  goes  on  to 
state  that  he  does  n't  quote  from  Shakspeare,  but 


he  quotes  from  that  lamented  orator  and  poet  of 
Ireland,  Tom  Moore ;  and  if  ha  had  quoted  Tom 
Moore  literally  it  vnould  be  very  well.  I  don't  say 
whether  he  did  or  not;  I  will  lea\e  that  to  the 
scholars  here  and  to  those  who  have  read  Tom 
Moore  as  I  have  done  for  years  past.  Now,  sir,  I 
am  not  about  to  quote  Shakspeare  nor  Tom 
Moore;  neither  from  any  of  the  great 
poets  or  orators  of  the  past  ;  neither 
from  Mark  Ar.tony  as  be  spoke  over  the  dead 
body  of  Tulius  Csesar;  neither  from  the  eloquence 
of  Webster,  or  Clay,  or  Calhoun,  or  Crittenden,  or 
Choate;  but,  sir,  from  an  American,  to  the  manor 
born,  and  native  to  the  sod,  the  gt eat  American 
traveller,  Daniel  Pratt,  who  says — 

There  was  a  great  man  and  he  had  a  great  soul, 
And  he  said,  "Great  soul,  let  us  try,  try,  try, 
Though  't  is  beyond  our  reach,  we  '11  tv3  to  make  a 
speech, 

Just  to  please  the  Blue  Bloods  and  I,  great  soul, 

Just  to  please  the  Blue  Bloods  and  I." 

Then  great  man  winked  his  eye,  and  with  thumb  to  his 

nose, 
Said  "Badges,  badges,  badges  we  must  oppose, 

You  and  /,  great  soul,  you  and  I; 
And  we  '11  tickle  up  the  Blue  Bloods  and  make  them 
all  say, 
Oh,  what  a  great  man  am  1,  great  soul, 
Oh.  what  a  great  man  am  I !" 

Some  three  years  ago,  we  stood  upon  this  floor 
With  our  badge  upon  our  breast,  great  soul. 

You  and  I— great  soul — you  and  I; 
And  to  Centre  Harbor  went,  with  our  badge  so  promi- 
nent, 
That  fair  ladies  all  might  see,  what  a  great  man  we  be, 

You  and  I,  great  soul,  you  and  I. 

And  we  took  lady  fair— lady  fair— by  the  arm, 

Oh  heavens ! !    What  a  charm— but  who  saw  the  harm, 

So  sly,  were  you  and  I— great  soul— you  and  1. 
And  we  stepped  out,  beyond  the  reach  of  the  boys, 
So  careful  were  we  not  to  make  a  noise, 

All  so  sly,  were  you  and  X— great  soul— yon  and  I, 

So  sly,  were  you  and  I— you  and  I. 

And  we  never  looked  so  great  in  our  adopted  State 
As  seemed  to  be  our  fate  at  Centre  Harbor  Inn, 

Great  soul,  yuu  and  I,  you  and  I, 
As  our  badge,  early  and  late,  we  kept  before  the  eye 
Of  the  people  near  the  lake,  great  soul,  you  and  I, 

You  and  I,  great  soul,  vou  and  I. 

But  a  second  dose  of  that  might  knock  our  greatness 

flat, 
As  the  boys  again  would  follow  on  our  track, 
So,  great  soul,  you  and  I  must  try,  try,  try 
To  fight  the  order  still,  and  we  will— yes,  we  will; 
For  if  it  were  to  pass  it  certainly  would  kill 
You  and  I,  great  soul,  you  and  I. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7  said— 

Though  cheek  by  jowl 

Went  little  man  and  little  sowl 
And  spoke  their  little  speech  to.a  tittle 

And  the  people  all  declare 

That  never  yet  elsewere 

Did  little  man  and  little  sowl 
Look  so  little,  little,  little. 

Why,  sir,  are  the  galleries  so  crowded  tonight? 
Ah,  sir,  it  has  been  announced  during  the  week 
that  the  representative  of  the  great  American 
people  was  tonight  about  to  perform  one  of  his 
daring,  unexampled,  inimitable,  acrobatic,  ora- 
torical balloon  ascensions-  and,  after  firing  off 
some  popguns  at  members  of  the  Council,  finally 
swoop  "down  on  the  head  of  your  humble  servant 
from  Ward  7  and  smother  him  by  his  rhetorical 
gas.  I  almost  trembled  when  I  entered  this  hall, 
but  shrank  not  and  was  consoled  by  the  reflection 
that  the  popguns  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5 
are  always  harmless.  I  was  told,  he  had  prepared 
a  little  parody — some  people  are  always  parodying. 
I  know  not,  sir,  who  the  blue  bloods  are  in  this 
chamber ;  but  if  they  be  those  who  are  op  posed  to 
extravagance  and  the  gratification  of  individual 
vanity  at  the  city's  expense,  I  shall  be  always 
glad  to  vote  with  them.  It  is  true  I  have  a  badge, 
and  every  argument  which  my  friend  makes 
against  me  is  the  best  argument  "against  a  badge. 
Why  should  the  city  of  Boston  furnish  me  with  a 
badge  to  excite  my  vanity?  Why  should  I  be  al- 
lowed to  go  to  Centre  Hai  bor  to  break  the  hearts  of 
all  the  ladies  by  wearing  a  badge  that  is  procured 
by  other  people's  money  ?  I  am  opposed  to  badges. 
He  says  he  wants  them  to  bequeath  to  his  chil- 
dren so  that  they  shall  remember  with  pride  that 
their  father  once  served  as  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mon Council.  If  he  h  is  no  better  legacy  to  leave 
his  children  than  badges  purchased  by  money 
that  didn't  belong  to  him,  better  bury  them  forty 
feet  under  ground.  The  best  heritage  he  can  leave 
them  will  be  honesty  and  uprightness  of  conduct 
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in  public  life.  Why  should  n't  he  have  some 
heirlooms?  I  don't  object  to  that;  but  I 
do  object  to  the  city  of  Boston  paying:  for 
them.  That  is  what  I  o  ject  to.  Has 
n't  he  enough  to  leave  t.,  bis  posterity? 
Just  imagine  the  work  which  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  has  performed.  Has  n't  be  those  speeches 
which  will  be  read  when  Demosthenes  will  be  for- 
gotten— and  not  till  then?  I  say  and  repeat 
it,  that  the  badge  is  simply  a  gratification  of  the 
vanity  of  the  members  of  the  Council  in  nine 
cases  out  of  ten.  One  member  asked  me  why  I 
voted  with  the  blue  bloods.  1  think  my  blood  is 
as  blue  as  any  man's  here,  and  I  pride  myself 
upon  it.  I  hate  this  can r,  and  talk  in  this  cham- 
ber, if  a  man  votes  for  what  is  right  I  shall 
go  with  him.  I  don't  like  to  bear  this  cant  at  out 
blue  blood  and  ar;stocracy.  We  all  stand 
here  as  the  peers  of  each  other,  and  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  5has  a  poor  appreciation  of  himselt  if  he 
thinks  there  is  anybody  at  this  board  who  is  any 
better  than  he  is.  I  don't.  If  there  are  blue  bloods 
here,  I  don't  know  where  they  are,  and  if  they 
vote  against  this  expendituie  I  am  glad  of  it,  and 
I  am  glad  to  be  with  them.  But  I  don't  see 
why  my  friend  should  pitch  into  me  because  I 
voted  upon  that  side.  I  did  quote  Tom  Bloore.  and 
I  quoted  him  to  suit  myself.  I  don't  intend  to  be 
harsh  upon  my  fiiend  because  he  made  that  little 
piece  of  poetiy.  I  am  glad  to  learn  that  he  is  a 
poet  as  well  as  an  orator.'  I  was  just  picturing  to 
my  mind  the  last  scene  when  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  sba'l  have  completed  '  hie  work. 
Just  imagine,  sir,  our  friend  fjom  Ward  5  lying 
on  the  bed  of  death,  his  mourning  con-iituents 
around  him,  and  his  children  gathered  to  his  side, 
while  his  only  legacy  to  his  clear  ones  is  a  few 
badges,  which  don't  belong  to  him,  and  those  im- 
mortal speeches.  I  fancy  I  see  him  winging  his 
flight  to  that  land  where  he  shall  deliver  no  more 
speeches,  and  write  no  more  parodies,  and  fight 
no  more  fights,  and  where  the  gods — foremost 
amongst  whom  shall  be  Daniel  Pratt — 
shall  welcome  him  in  the  words  of  the 
author  of  "English  Bards  and  Scotch  Reviewers"— 

Illustrious  heroes,  all  thy  foes  o'ercome, 
Forever  reign— the  rival  of  Tom  Thumb. 
Well  may  the  gods  in  triumph  bear  thee  hence, 
Valiant  vanquisher  of  common  sense. 
Fore'er  let  Webster,  Choate  and  all  withdraw, 

Aud  give  their  hallowed  bays  to  George  A.  ■ . 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9— As  a  new  member  of 
this  Council  I  am  very  sorry  to  see  the  undigni- 
fied and  unworthy  position  in  which  this  body  is 
put  on  such  a  question.  Probably  there  has  been 
no  time,  certainly  not  within  many  years,  when 
theie  are  so  many  grave  questions  pressing  upon 
the  consideration  of  the  Council,  in  which  all  the 
citizens  of  Boston  are  interested.  It  seems  to  me 
that  the  citizens,  reading  the  debates  upon 
this  question,  roust  look  with  great  ap- 
prehension upon  this  body  to  whom  they  have 
entrusted  the  consideration  of  these  questions. 
The  nature  of  the  particular  question  before  us 
tonight,  for  which  no  argument  has  been  given, 
and  no  one  has  pretended  to  give  one— and 
none  can  be  given— is  simply  whether  we 
want  these  badges  as  a  child  wants  a  toy. 
And  here  are  seventy-four  members  chosen  as 
the  representatives  of  the  people  of  the  city  of 
Boston  debating  in  this  style  upon  this  que-tion. 
Now,  I  say  it  is  unworthy  of  debate.  The  hollow- 
ness  and  insincerity  of  the  attempts  at  argument 
in  its  favor  are  apparent.  It  is  put  forward  as  a 
question  of  sentiment.  Now,  it  seems  to  me  that 
when  my  children  and  grandchildren  are  shed- 
ding tears  of  gratitude  over  this  memento  of  the 
fact  that  their  progenitor  was  a  m  ember  of  the 
Council  of  1875,  I  would  like  to  spare  them  from 
the  feeling  that  their  grief  or  their  teai  s  were  in- 
fluenced by  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  memento. 
If  we  must  have  a  badge  an  inexpensive  one 
would  be  just  as  capable  of  exciting  this  feeling 
of  pride  that  I  was  a  member  of  this  body  as  an 
expensive  one.  I  only  speak  of  that  to  show  that 
the  whole  thing  is  an  appeal  to  the  vanity  of  the 
members.  One  of  the  gentlemen,  in  speaking  at 
the  last  meeting,  undertook  to  show  that  as 
special  policemen  the  members  of  this  body  had 
no  duties.  Then  what  do  we  want  badges  for? 
I  did  n't  propose  to  take  up  any  more  of  the  time 
of  the  Council,  as  we  are  exposing  ourselves  to 
ridicule  the  longer  we  discuss  it.  But  I  be- 
seech the  Council  not  to  expose  themselves  to  the 
charge  of  acting  like  children  eager  for  toys. 
When  it  is  shown  that  within  the  last  six  years 
this  body  has  spent  something  like  $7500  for 
badges,  I  beseech  gentlemen  to  pause  before 
they  consent  to  carry  on  this  farce  any  longer. 


Mr.  Harmon  of  Ward  6— The  gentleman  seems 
to  think  this  fs  an  appeal  to  vanity.  It  it  is  so,  it 
has  been  practiced  for  many  years.  Membeis  of 
the  Council  have  had  badges  for  many  years,  and 
I  can't  see  why  they  should  be  deprived  of  them 
at  this  time.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  6  has 
provided  an  amendment,  and  if  he  desires  not  to 
have  one  it  seems  to  me  that  common  courtesy 
requires  that  he  should  not  be  compelled  to  have 
one.  I  do  not  think  we  appeal  to  vanity.  The 
new  members  should  have  a  badge.  If  any  gen- 
tleman has  a  badge  I  don't  blame  him  for-oppos- 
ing  it. 

Mr.  Guild  of  Waid  6— There  are  some  persons, 
sir,  of  such  obtuse  intellectual  powers  that  they 
may  suppose  that  gentlemen  are  sent  to  the  Bos- 
ton Common  Council  to  legislate  for  the  good  of 
the  city,  to  retrench  expenses,  and  appropriate 
moii°y  acording  to  their  be  t  judgment.  Of 
course  those  people  are  mistaken.  Gentlemen  are 
not  sent  theie  for  that  purpose.  They  go  there 
for  the  purpose  of  decorating  themselves,  to  walk 
in  high  places,  to  have  junketings  and  a  good 
time  generally  at  the  public  expense.  I 
think  I  see  the  insignia  ot  office  blazing 
from  the  manly  bosoms  of  those  gentle- 
men in  the  streets  of  Boston,  and  we  can  all  see 
how  crime  will  shrink  back  to  its  native  alleys 
as  they  pass.  The  clink  of  glasses  will  not  be 
heard  in  any  unhallowed  pothouse,  aud  small 
boys  will  shrink  in  terror  from  the  creaking  of 
their  boots.  These  gentlemen  will  pass  in  and 
out  of  the  places  of  public  amusement,  recog- 
nized by  the  star  of  the  city  of  Boston  emblazoned 
upon  their  bosoms.  Aid  when  they  go  forth  old 
age  will  forgetits  crutch,  laboritstask,  andmoth- 
ers  turning  to  their  daughters  say  there  goes  a 
member  of  the  S|  ecial  police  force  of  Boston.  Now 
sir,  that  may  be  regarded  as  looking  upon  it  in 
rather  a  frivolous  manner;  but  I  regard  this 
whole  movement  for  badges  as  an  indicating 
straw  of  what  temper  the  Council  is  in.  I  am 
glad  it  has  met  with  opposition.  It  shows  that 
there  is  a  contest  with  unlawful  expend- 
iture. It  is  true  we  saw  the  badges  start- 
ed at  $3,  and  that  they  have  attained  the 
price  of  $15;  but  had  not  opposition  be^u  made, 
perhaps  they  might  have  attained  the  price  of 
$1500.  I  say  it  is  a  straw  to  indicate  the  financial 
pressure  which  is  to  f o.low ;  for  if  gentlemen  will 
vote  away  $15  of  the  people's  money  for  badges 
for  the  gratification  of  their  vanity,  what  will 
they  not  do  with  more  serious  matters? 
And,  sir,  it  is  such  scenes  and  wrangles  as 
we  have  witnessed  here  that  fills  our  halls  with 
briefless  lawyers  and  windy  orators,  and  keeps 
worthy  men  from  doing  service  in  the  halls  of 
legislation.  It  gives  them  a  disgust  for  an  asso- 
ciation with  people  of  this  stamp.  Now,  sir, 
I  shall  vote  against  this  in  every  shape.  I 
shall  decline  a  badge  if  it  is  voted.  I  think 
it  is  beneath  the  dignity  of  a  Common  Council- 
man or  an  Alderman  to  act  as  a  special  policeman, 
unless  some  great  and  pressing  emergency  shall 
call  for  their  services.  Then,  sir,  as  good  citizens, 
no  matter  what  their  position  may  be,  they  will 
be  ready  to  answer  the  call  of  the  chief  officer  of 
the  city  in  any  capacity  and  upon  any  occasion. 

Mr.  Power  of  Ward  22—1  voted  against  badges 
at  the  last  mee  dng,  but  since  then  have  consid- 
ered the  matter  a  little  more.  I  voted  against  them 
then  on  account  of  the  large  price.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve in  spending  such  a  large  amountfor  a  badge. 
But  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  a  cheap 
badge  might  be  useful,  and  since  this  amendment 
is  passed,  so  that  members  will  not  be  required  to 
take  a  bad^e.  I  shall  vote  in  favor  of  a  cheap 
badge. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  admire  the  sentiment 
which  I  find  comes  from  Beacon  Hill  once  again, 
and  I  refer  now  to  the  last  speaker  from  Ward  6 
[Mr.  Guild],  who  states  that  this  is  an  indicating- 
straw  of  expenditures.  Does  the  gentleman 
know,  and  can  he  state  in  his  seat  what  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  city  of  Boston  were  last  year? 
And  has  he  traversed  old  ocean  and  not  yet  learn- 
ed the  rudiments  of  the  Common  Council?  He  is 
a  most  beautiful  writer,  and  he  describes  his  visit 
to  Europe,  and  his  passage  over  old  ocean,  and  I 
have  taken  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  in  reading- 
it,  But  when  he  comes  here  to  this  body, 
composed  of  practical  men  —  as  I  presume 
he  will  prove  to  be  after  he  has  learned 
the  ludiments  of  the  workings  of  this  great  cor- 
poration —  does  he  understand,  sir,  that  $1,300,- 
000  were  last  year  appropriated  by  a  single  <  om- 
mittee— and  that  the  Committee  on  Paving  -over 
which  we  have  no  control?  Does  he  understand, 
sir,  that  this  whole  matter  of  the   City  Govern- 
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inent  of  Boston,  in  its  action,  is  based  upon 
a  wrong  principle?  Let  him  strike  at 
the  principle  and  not  talk  about  windy  orators 
and  briefless  lawyers.  God  knows  we  have 
enough  biiefless  lawyers  here.  But  be  talks 
again— and  here  let  me  depart  from  my  first 
point— about  some  persons  here  with  obtuse 
mental  powers.  I  presume  some  of  us  are. 
And  he.  sir,  comes  as  our  greaf'  supervi- 
sor, fresh  from  the  shambles,  to  instruct  us  who 
have  had  some  experience  in  city  matters.  Does 
he  know  that  the  city  appiopnations  last  year 
were  twelve  or  thirteen  millions  of  dollars?  and 
now  he  talks  about  this  two-penny  expendi- 
ture of  a  few  hundreds.  Come  down  from 
Beacon  Hill  to  the  level  of  the  people,  and 
understand  the  wants  and  sentimei  ts  of  the  peo- 
ple. Let  him  understand  that  people  here  know 
something.  "Obtuse  mental  powers"  is  it?  Per- 
haps there  are  obtuse  mental  powers.  Is  he  aware 
and  does  he  write  it  in  hi<  lit  le  book?  I  may  be 
excused  for  being  personal,  but  as  the  gentleman 
has  talked  of  the  mental  powers  of  some  persons 
here — 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6—1  rise  to  correct  the  gen- 
tleman. 1  made  no  allusion  to  the  obtuse  mental 
powers  of  any  gentleman  here.  I  said  there  are 
some  gentlemen  of  obtuse  intellectual  powers  who 
suppose  that  members  were  sent  here  to  legislate. 
I  made  no  reference  to  any  gentleman  in  this 
body.  1  beg  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  not  to 
spare  me,  tor  I  consider  it  rather  an  honor  to  be 
attacked  by  him. 

Mr.  Shaw — I  presume  the  gentleman  does,  sir, 
and  if  he  goes  on  in  the  course  he  has  begun  he 
will  get  enough  of  it  before  he  gets  through.  I 
accept  his  apology.  I  only  ask  him  when  he 
again  travel  ses  old  ocean  to  call  upon  Colonel 
Henderson,  the  Chief  of  Police  of  London,  and 
obtain  from  him  a  comparison  of  the  expenses 
and  improvements  of  the  two  cities,  and  he  will 
ascertain  that  with  all  our  improvements, 
of  which  we  are  so  proud,  we  are  but  a  drop  in 
the  bucket,  and  are  not  to  be  compared  with  the 
city  of  London.  Can  the  gentle. nan  tell  me  how 
many  houses  have  been  Duilt  in  London  proper 
and  the  metropolis  both  of  which  are  controlled 
by  the  Lord  Mayor  as  compared  with 
the  city  of  Boston?  Is  tne  gentleman 
posted  and  can  he  draw  the  distinction,  and  if 
so,  I  would  like  to  have  him  do  it.  Talk 
about  this  expenditure  being  an  indicating 
straw?  Why,  sir,  the  gentleman  does  n't  reflect 
for  a  moment,  that  when  he  has  travelled  abroad, 
and  met  there  members  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment--whether  it  is  so  with  him,  it  is  with 
hundreds  of  others — who  have  taken  pleas- 
ure in  recognizing  the  badge  which  they 
sometimes  wear.  I  havj  h't  got  mine, 
but  I  wish  I  had.  I  have  known  gentlemen  in  Eu- 
rope to  :-how  this  little  badge  and  wear  it  with 
pride,  and  1  have  known  it  to  be  respected  in  the 
citv  of  Paris,  and  my  worthy  friend  upon  my  ex- 
treme left  [Mr.  Kimball]  may  talk  about  badges 
being  seen  in  certain  places  witn  dishonor  to  the 
wearer — 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  —  1  rise  to  correct  the 
gentleman.  I  didn't  say  that  the  badges  were 
worn  in  places  with  dishonor  to  the  wearer. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  beg  the  gei.  tleman's  pardon.    I  un- 


derstood him  to  say  that  he  had  understood  that 
certain  badges  had  been  seen  in  di  reputable 
places.  I  think  I  am  right.  I  may  be  wrong.  I 
desire  that  the  Council,  and  those  of  the  pe  >ple 
who  read  our  reports,  mav  see  that  there  are 
members  of  the  City  Governmeet  who  have  braias 
and  experience,  and  are  not  to  be  taught  by  a 
fledgling. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9  moved  the  pievious 
question  and  it  was  ordered. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Kimball  to  fix  the  price 
at  $10.50  was  lost. 

Mr.  Cio  ker  changed  bis  amendment  from  $6  to 
$5.50,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  which  were 
ordered — 14  for,  44  against.  The  amendment  was 
lost— yeas  22,  nays  44. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Brackett,  Burditt,  Burgess,  Cawley, 
Crorker,  Curtis,  Cushing,  Day,  Fitzgerald,  Gold- 
thwait,  Kelley.  Kimball,  Loring,  New-ton,  Pea- 
body,  Power,  Smith,  Sprague,  Stacey,  Wads- 
worth.  Whitmore— 22. 

Nays  —  Messrs.  Anderson,  Barry,  Beal,  Bent, 
Clarke,  Coyle,  Cushman,  Damon,  Devereux,  Dug- 
gan,  Edwards,  Fitzpatrick,Flynn,  Guild,  Harmon, 
Harrigan,  Hicks,  Hiscock,  Jaques,  Kingsbury, 
Leighton,  Long,  Mooney,  Morrison,  Murray, 
Noyes,  Page,  Perkins,  Pierce,  Rice,  Sampson, 
Shaw,  Sibley,  S weetsei ,  Thacber,  Trait  ,Walbridge, 
Walsh,  Whitcomb,  Wilbur,  Willcutt,  Wilson, 
Woo  Is— 43. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kimball,  the  yeas  and  nays 
jvere  ordered  on  the  passage  of  the  order  as 
amended,  and  it  was  defeated— yeas  31,  nays  35: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Barry,  Bent,  Clarke, 
Coyle,  Cushman,  Damon,  Devereux,  Duggan, 
Edwards,  Fitzpatrick,  Flycn,  Harmon,  Harrigan 
Hicks,  Kelley,  Kingslev,  Leighton,  Mooney,  Mur- 
ray, Noyes,  Osborne,  Rice.  Shaw,  Sibley,  Train, 
Waloridge,  Walsh,  Whitcomb,  Wilbur,  Woods— 
31. 

Nays — Messrs.  Beal,  Brackett,  Burditt,  Burgess, 
Cawley.  Crocker,  Curtis.  Cushing,  Day,  Fitzger- 
ald. Goldthwait.  Guild,  Hiscock,  Jaques,  Kimball, 
Long,  Loring,  Morrison,  Newton,  Page,  Parker, 
Peabody,  Perkins,  Pierce,  Power,  Sampson,  Smith, 
Sprague,  Stacey,  Swf  etser,  Thacher,  Wadsworth, 
Whitmore,  Willcutt,  Wilson— 35. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion of  lie  last  vote,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Flvnn  of  Ward  7  moved  that  the  motion  to 
reconsider  be  specially  assigned  to  8%  P.  M.  next 
Thursday  evening. 

A  c  ill  tor  the  yeas  and  nays  by  Mr.  Kimball  was 
lost— 8  for,  48  against. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5  moved  that  the  Council 
ad]' our n,  but  at  the  suggestion  of  the  I'resident 
withheld  the  motion  to  allow  the  introduction  of 
the  following  order  by  Mr.  Hiscock  of  Ward  14, 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Armories: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Cap- 
tain Theodore  L.  Harlow,  commanding  Company 
C,  Fourth  Battalion  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  the 
sum  of  $65;  said  sum  being  the  amount  of  rent 
for  a  temporary  armorv  for  said  company  from 
June  30, 1874,  to  Sc.pt.  24. 1874,  and  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Armories. 

Read  once  and  laid  over. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5  the  Council 
adjourned. 
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BOARD       OF       ABDERMKN 


CITY   OF   BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

FEBRUARY    8,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Thirty -six  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the 
January  term  of  the  Superior  Court,  second  ses- 
sion ;  sixty-nine  traverse  jurors  for  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court,  February  term  ;  and  forty  traverse 
jurors  for  the  Superior  Court,  January  term, 
first  session. 

THE  HORSE-CAR  BLOCKADE 

The  following  was  received  and  read: 

Executive  Department,  City  Hall,  ) 
Boston,  Feb.  8, 1875.     J 

To  the  Board  of  Aldermen  :  Gentlemen— The  ex- 
cessive use  of  certaiu  streets  by  horse-railroad 
cars  has  obstructed  public  travel  to  such  an  ex- 
tent that  I  df:em  it  my  duty  to  call  your  attention 
to  the  subject,  and  1  ask  that  measures  be  taken 
as  early  as  practicable  to  secure  a  change  in  tne 
system  of  operating  the  street  railways  in  the 
most  frequented  portions  of  the  city,  so  as  to  ac- 
commodate the  public  travel  and  not  interfere 
with  the  transaction  of  business. 

I  am  aware  that,  owing  to  the  condition  of  our 
streets,  it  would  be  difficult,  perhaps  impossible, 
to  regulate  their  use  in  such  a  manner  as  to  give 
entire  satisfaction  to  the  various  paities  interest- 
ed, but  it  cannot  be  a  difficult  matter  if  the  sub- 
ject is  approached  in  a  proper  spirit  to  devise  a 
plan  which  will  meet  the  reasonable  demands  of 
the  travelling  public.  Under  the  present  ar- 
rangements neither  the  railroad  companies  nor 
the  persons  who  ride  in  their  cars  are  accommo- 
dated. 

It  appears  fi  om  information  procured  by  the 
police  on  Saturday,  the  6th  inst.,  that  the  number 
of  cars  running  both  ways  on  Tremont  street, 
betweeri  Boylston  street  and  the  Tremont  House, 
from  six  o  clock  A.  M.  to  seven  o'clock  P.  M.,  was 
2848— an  average  of  219  each  riour.  The  number 
running  on  Washington  street,  between  Boylston 
street  and  Temple  place,  during  the  same  hours, 
was  1139— an  average  of  eighty -seven  each  hour. 

In  order  to  accommodate  othervehicles  and  foot 
travellers  it  is  necessary  to  preserve  a  ceitain  dis- 
tance between  the  cars,  and  the  recent  enforce- 
ment of  the  regulation  upon  that  point — which 
was  demand- d  in  the  interests  of  the  public  safe- 
ty— has  resulted  in  blocking:  the  cars  in  some  in- 
stances for  a  distance  of  over  a  mile,  and  causing 
great  delay  at  thos^  times  in  the  diy  when  the 
people  who  use  the  cars  are  the  most  seriously 
jnconven  enced  by  it 

If  the  powers  now  conferred  on  your  Board  are 
mot  sufficient  to  secure  the  enforcement  of  proper 
regulations  for  the  use  of  the  streets,  I  trust  tnere 
will  be  no  delay  in  applying  to  the  Legislature  for 
such  additional  power  as  may  be  found  necessaiy. 
Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor. 

Alderman  Prescott— I,  for  one,  feci  ihankful 
that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  has  seen  fit  to  bring 
this  matter  before  the  Board.  I  believe  that  the 
Committte  on  Paving  have  now  before  them, 
among  the  unfinished  busines*  of  last  year,  the 
plan  proposed  by  the  Alderman  from  Wa"d 
8  [Alderman  Stebbins],  for  relieving  the  blocks 
which  occnr  on  our  principal  thoroughfares,  Tre- 
mont and  Washington  streets;  but  so  great  have 
the  Obstructions  become  within  the  last  few  days 
that  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  a  matter  that  should 
immediately  be  taken  in  hand,  and  I  trust  they 
will  be  able  to  report  to  this  Board  at  our  next 
meeting.  I  have  had  an  opportunity  during  the 
past  week  to  see  something  of  the  blocks  on  Tre- 
mont and  Washington  streets,  and  two  or  three 
evenings  there  has  been  a  continuous  line  of 
cars  from  Scollay's  square  through  Tremont 
street,  Temple  place,  Washington  street,  as 
far  as  Williams  Market.  There  were  from 
seventy-five  to  100  cars  in  line,  and  it  was  next  to 
id-possible  for  them  to  move  except  at  a  snail's 
pace,  between  the  hours  of  five  and  seven  o'clock 
P.  M.  I  was  informed  on  Saturday  last,  by  one  of 
the  employes  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad,  that 
it  took  two  hours  and  live  minutes  on  the  evening 
previous  for  a  car  to  pass  between  Lenox  street 
and  Scollay's  square,  when  the   usual    running- 


time  is  twenty  to  twenty-five  minutes.  Members 
of  the  Board  can  see  by  this  that  *t  amounts  to  a 
virtual  blockade  of  the  two  principal  thorough- 
fares of  our  cit/,  when  a  large  number  of  people 
wish  to  get  from  one  section  of  the  city  to  another. 
I  move  that  the  communication  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Paving,  trusting  that  they  will  re- 
port at  an  early  day  some  feasible  plan  remedy- 
ing the  present  discred-'table  state  of  affairs  in  the 
very  heart  of  our  city. 
The  motion  prevailed. 

orders  of  notice. 
The  petitions  of  Adolphus  J.  Carter  et  al.,  for 
removal  of  a  tree  at  corner  of  Main  and  Henley 
streets,  Charlestown;  of  heirs  of  Solomon  Wildes 
and  Fifty  Associates,  for  leave  to  locate  steam 
engines  on  Washington-street  extension,  were 
severally  considered  on  orders  of  notice,  and  no 
one  appearing  to  object,  the  first  was  recommitted 
to  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of  the 
-  Board,  and  the  last  two  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Steam  Engines. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  S.  &  D.  Rich- 
ards, for  leave  to  move  two  wooden  buildings 
from  Garden  court  to  Foss  street,  Charlestown. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Mary  S. 
Everett,  claiming  dower  in  »a  certain  estate  con- 
veyed to  town  of  Brighton  July  13, 1872. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Armories.  Com- 
pany A,  Ninth  Infantry,  for  additional  furniture 
for  their  armony. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  J.  Arthur  Peck,  for  leave  to 
erect  a  wooden  building  on  Boston  &  Lowell  and 
Nashua  &  Lowell  Railroad  quay,  No.  21  Charles- 
town street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  I.  G.  Whitney  et 
al.  and  John  E.  Blakemore  et.  al.,  for  a  more  gen- 
eral and  systematic  lighting  of  the  westerly  part 
of  Ward  17. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  allow  the  Superintendent  of  Lamps  to 
purchase  during  this  municipal  year,  with  the  ap- 
proval of  the  committee  on  that  department,  such 
lanterns,  lamp  posts,  brackets  and  other  materials, 
and  to  provide  such  labor  in  said  department,  as 
may  be  found  necessary.    Passed. 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  Lamps  to  contract 
with  the  Brookline  Gaslight  Company  to  supply 
the  sections  of  this  city  traversed  by  their  pipes 
with  gas  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  per  1000  feet, 
from  Feb.  15,  instant. 

Aldeiman  Worthington  —  I  would  like  to  ask 
the  Committee  on  Lamps  if  three  dollars  is  a  fair 
price.  I  think  we  contract  with  the  Charle-town 
and  other  suburban  gas  companies  for  gas  at 
$2.75  per  1000  feet,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  three 
dollars  is  a  large  price  to  pay  in  a  place  like 
Brookline.  I  hope  we  sh^ll  have  some  explana- 
tion from  the  Committee  on  Lamps. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  contract  of  the  citv  of 
Boston  with  the  Brookline  Gas  Company  termi- 
nated in  August  last.  The  company  asked  that  it 
might  be  renewed,  the  city  to  pay  an  additional 
price  for  the  gas  furnished.  It  was  not  acted 
on  either  by  the  last  City  Council  or  the  Commit- 
tee on  Lamps,  and  it  went  over  as  unfinished  busi- 
ness. The  Committee  on  Lamps  of  the  present 
year  have  investigated  the  matter  very 
thoroughly,  and  find,  according  to  representation's 
made  to  tbem  by  the  officers  of  the  Brookline  Gas 
Company,  that  the  cost  of  the  gas  was  $3.09  per 
thousand  feet.  The  company  offered  to  contract 
with  the  city  for  $3  per  thousand  feet,  the  same 
as  is  paid  to  the  West  Roxbury  and  Dorchester 
gas  companies,  which  are  situated,  with  regard  to 
consumers  and  the  length  of  pipes,  about  the 
same  as  the  Brookline  Gas  Company.  It  should  be 
borne  in  mind  that  the  Brookline  Gas  Company 
is  not  within  the  city  limits,  and  consequently 'we 
have  not,  perhaps,  the  control  over  them  which 
we  have  over  companies  located  within  the  boun- 
daries of  the  city.  The  contract  with  the  Charles- 
town Company  is  at  a  much  lsss  rate,  but  their 
number  of  consumers  is  of  course  largely  in  ex- 
cess of  those  of  the  companies  located  in  the 
suburban  wards  of  the  city.  The  Brookline  Com- 
pany manufactures  about  24,000,000  feet  of  gas  per 
year,  of  which  4,000,000  are  supplied  to  private 
consumers  at  $4  per  thousand,  and  10,000,000  for 
$2.75  per  thousand  to  the  city  for  lighting  the 
street  lamps — in  Brighton  principally.  Heretofore 
the  price  has  been  $2.75  per  thousand  cubic 
feet.  The  committee  have  examined  the  matter 
thoroughly  and  come  to  the  conclusion  that  $3 
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was  a  fair  price  and  what  the  city  should  pay. 
The  petition  was  for  the  .city  to  pay  that  price 
from  August  last,  but  the  committee  of  the  pres- 
ent year  thought  they  should  not  go  back  of  the 
allowance  for  the  present  year. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  think  it  is  hardly  a 
time  now  for  the  city  of  Boston  to  commence  pay- 
ing an  increased  price  for  gas.  During  the  last 
year,  the  old  members  will  remember,  we  had 
hearings  on  this  subject,  and  it  was  proved  that 
gas  could  be  made  at  a  less  price  than  what  we 
pay  some  of  the  out-of-town  companies;  and  now, 
instead  of  a  reduced  price,  there  is  an  application 
for  an  increase.  I  think  that  if  the  Brookline  Gas 
Company  have  heretofore  been  supplying  the  city 
of  Boston  for  82.75,  we  ought  to  adhere  to  that 
now  and  not  increase  the  price.  Certainly  the 
materia]  used  for  manufacturing  gas  can  be  pur- 
chased now  for  less  than  when  that  contract  was 
originally  made.  If  they  could  aftord  to  manufac- 
ture and  sell  it  to  the  city  then  for  $2.75,  they  cer- 
tainly can  now.  I  tbink,"theiefore,that  we  should 
adhere  to  the  original  price,  and  I  move  to  amend 
by  striking   out" $3"  and   inserting   in   its  place 

$2.75." 

Alderman  Stehbins— I  have  no  objection  what- 
ever; but  the  result  will  be  that  our  supply  of  gas 
will  be.  shut  off  from  the  streets  in  the  Brighton 
District. 

Alderman  Burrage— 1  understood  that  the  origi- 
nal agreeraenD  was  that  the  Brookline  company 
should  furnish  gas  to  the  city  at  the  same  price 
thatlhe  Doichester  company  did.  At  that  time 
the  price  was  $2.75 ;  since  then  the  city  has  agreed 
to  pay  the  Dorchester  company  $3.  It  wasiu  evi- 
dence that  this  gas  cost  $3.09,  and  that  without 
reckoning  the  interest  on  real  estate.  Of  course 
the  Aldermen  will  see  that  gas  cannot  be  manu- 
factured and  distributed  as  cheaply  in  Bicokline 
as  in  Boston,  where  the  length  of  pipe  i?  very 
much  larger  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  con- 
sumers. 

Alderman  Worthington — As  Ilook  at  the  mat- 
ter, it  would  not  be  a  very  serious  thing  for  the 
city  of  Boston  if  the  Brookline  Gas  Company 
should  cut  off  i he  gas  in  Bright  n;  We  certainly 
can  supply  lights  there  by  open  fluid  lamps,  at  a 
very  much  less  price  than  we  can  by  burning  gas, 
at  the  present  low  price  of  oil.  It  can  be  supplied 
for  about  $2,  a  great  deal  less  than  the  cost  ot  gas, 
and  I  think  the  light  is  nearly  as  good.  I  do  not 
believe  the  Brookline  company  will  stop  the  sup- 
ply on  this  account,  and  I  think  it  is  well  for  us  to 
make  a  test  of  it. 

Alderman  Power — It  seems  to  rue  that  it  has 
taken  the  Brookline  Gas  Company  a  long  time  to 
find  out  what  it  costs  to  make  gas;  if  it  has  just 
ascertained  that  it  costs  $3  this  year,  it  is  likely 
that  it  will  come  to  grief  soon,  for  it  has 
been  furnishing  gas  for  $2.75,  when  the  price 
of  everything  required  to  make  gas  was  higher 
than  it  is  now,  and  they  have  just  asked  us  to 
raise  the  price.  That  seems  to  me  to  be  a  ridicu- 
lous state  of  things.  I  have  not  any  doubt  that,  if 
this  Government  adheres  !  o  the  old  price,  we  will 
get  the  gas.  I  have  not  any  doubt  but  that  the 
company  can  afford  it.  I  do  not  believe  the  • 
Biookliue  G?aS  Company  has  been  furnishing  gas 
to  the  city  at  twenty-five  cents  less  than  cost.  I 
hope  the  amendment  will  prevail. 

Alderman  Stebbms — The  agreement  with  the 
Brookiine  Gas  Company  was  made  by  the  town  of 
Brighton  for  $2.75  per  thousand  feet,  but  there 
was  an  arrangement  made  as  to  the  houts  of 
lighting  the  street  lamps — being  lighted  later  and 
put  out  earlier  at  certain  seasons — by  which  a  less 
quantity  was  consumed,  so  that  while  the  price  is 
$2.75,  it  amounts  to  about  the  same  as  has  been 
paid  to  the  Dorchester  and  West  Roxbury  gas- 
light companies. 

Alderman  Worthington — Does  the  Alderman 
mean  to  say  that  the  town  of  Brighton  paid  for 
gas  that  they  did  not  use? 

Alderman  Stehbins — No,  sir. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  should  judge  by  what 
he  says  that  they  were  put  out  at  an  early  hour. 
I  think  that  is  paying  for  gas  they  do  not  re- 
ceive. I  believe  they  knew  ezactly  what  they 
were  burning,  and  that  the  contract  was  made  at 
so  much  per  thousand  feet,  and  if  such  a  contract 
was  maae  with  the  town  of  Biighton  it  can  be 
with  the  city  of  Boston;  and  I  know  of  no  reason 
why  we  should  depart  from  it. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  would  like  to  ask  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Lamps  what  is 
the  relative  cost  ot  gas  and  fluid  lamps. 

Alderman  Stehbins— I  think  the  relative  cost  is 
about  one-half,  in  favor  of  the  fluid  lamp. 


Alderman  Burrage — About  twenty  cents  and 
forty  cents. 

The  amendment  was  adopted — 6  for,  4  against— 
aad  the  order  as  amended  was  passed. 

PAPERS   FROM  THE  COMMON   COUNCIL. 

Petition  of  Patrick  Sharkey  and  M.  P.  Wilder  et 
al.    Referred. 

Offer  from  the  proprietors  of  the  West  Roxbury 
Fi  ee  Libi  ary  to  transfer  said  library  to  the  city  of 
Boston,  on  conditions  therein  specified.  Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Library. 

An  offer  from  the  Flax  Pond  Water  Company  to 
supply  East  Boston  with  pure  water  came  up 
referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Water. 

Alderman  Stehbins — It  piobably  escaped  the  at- 
tention of  the  members  of  the  other  branch  of  the 
City  Council  that  a  similar  petition  was  before 
the  Government  last  year  and  received  a  very 
thorough  investigation.  The  ciry  authorized  a 
survey  of  these  ponds  to  be  made  at  the  large  ex- 
pense of  some  $2000,  and  the  report  of  the  City 
Engineer  was  entirely  adverse  to  the  claims  of  the 
parties  who  own  these  ponds.  They  claimed  that 
there  was  a  supply  of  6,000,000  gallons  per  day;  the 
result  of  the  Engineer's  investigations  established 
the  fact  that  there  were  only  2,000,000  to  be  de- 
pended upon  in  a  year  of  drought.  The  result 
was  that  the  committee  reported  that  it  was  inex- 
pedient to  take  any  action  in  the  premises.  Now, 
it  seems  to  me  hardly  worth  while  to  take  up  the 
time  of  the  Engineer,  the  Water  Board  or  the 
Committee  on  Water  in  investigating  what  has 
been  established  so  thoroughly  by  the  last  Board, 
and  I  therefore  move  that  the  communication  be 
placed  upon  the  files  of  this  Board. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

Reports  ot  committees  nominating  Robert  W. 
Hall  as  Superintendent  of  Public  Lands;  William 
H.  Bradley  as  Superintendent  of  Sewers ;  Joseph 
P.  Davis  as  City  Engineer ;  John  Galvin  as  Super- 
intendent of  the  Common,  etc.;  Frank  L.  Tiles- 
ton  as  Commissioner  on  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery; 
John  P.  Healy  as  Ci  ty  Solicitor ;  William  F.  Davis  as 
Water  Registrar;  Charles  Harris  as  Superintend- 
ent of  Streets;  John  T.  Gardner  as  Harbor  Mas- 
ter; James  C.  Tucker  as  Superintendent  of  Pub- 
lic Buildings;  Thomas  W.  Davis  as  City  Surveyor. 
Severally  accepted. 

Certificate  of  election  of  Amos  L.  Noyes  as  a 
member  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board,  in  place 
of  Uriel  H.  Crocker,  chosen  by  this  branch.  The 
Boa>d  proceeded  to  ballot.  Aldermen  Bigelow 
and  Viles  collected  and  counted  the  votes,  and 
they  reported — 

Whole  number  of  votes 11 

Necessary  to  a  choice y 

Uriel  H.  Crocker  had 9 

Amos  L.  Noyes  had 2 

And  Mr.  Crocker  was  declared  elected  in  non- 
concurrence.    Certificate  sent  down. 

Order  authorizing  the  Treasurer  to  pay  Francis 
A.  Hall  three  city  of  Boston  gold  coupons,  of  $25 
each,  alleged  to  have  been  burned,  on  the  condi- 
tions set  forth  in  said  order.    Passed. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  a  transfer  of  $500 
from  the  appropriation  for  Incidental  Expenses 
to  that  for  Contingent  Fund  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil.   Passed — yeas  11,  nays  0. 

Order  for  flags  to  be  displayed  and  a  national 
salute  to  be  fired  at  East  and  South  Boston,  the 
city  proper,  the  Highlands,  Dorchester,  West  Rox- 
bury, Brighton  and  Chafestown,  at  noon  on  the 
22dinst.,m  commemoration  of  the  birthday  of 
Washington. 

Alderman  Woithingtou — I  move  to  amend  the 
order  by  inserting  the  words  "provided,  that  the 
salute  in  the  city  proper  may  be  omitted  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Mayor."  Last  Fourth  of  July  a 
large  number  remonstrated  against  the  firing  of 
cannon,  because  of  sickness,  and  I  think  the  firing 
on  the  Common  was  deemed  inexpedient.  It 
seems  to  me  that  it  can  be  left  to  the  discretion  of 
the  Mayor,  and  if  serious  objection  is  made  the 
salute  can  be  omitted. 

The  amendment  was  adoptee',  and  the  order  as 
amended  passed.    Sent  down. 

BOND  APPROVED. 

The  bond  of  Denis  A.  Sullivan,  constable,  being- 
presented  duly  ceitified,  was  approved. 

COMMUNICATIONS  FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Superintendent  of  North  Scales.  Report  for 
quarter  ending;  Feb.  1— Received  $687.25,  of  which 
$138.75  have  been  paid  into  the  treasury.  Sent 
down. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor.  Report  for  quarter  end- 
ing Jan.  31— Cash  on  hand  Oct.  1,  $5294.67;  receipts 
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during  quarter,  $32,170.14;    expended,  $28,810.48. 
Sent  down. 

Resignation.  Communication  from  Charles 
Erskiue,  resigning  the  office  of  Inspector  in  Ward 
13.    Placed  on  file. 

Fire  Commissio?iers.  Report  of  fires  and  alarms 
for  January.    Sent  down. 

Auditor  of  Accounts.  Monthly  exhibit  for  Feb. 
4  (City  Doc.  No.  21).  Following  is  the  state  of  the 
appropriations: 

Appropriations, 

Revenues,  etc.         Expended.     Unexpended. 
General....  113,967,800.76        $10,363,629.53  $3,604,171.23 

Special 5,018,166.89  2,078,488.41  2,939,678.48 


$18,985,967.65 
Sent  clown. 


$12,442,117.94 


1,543,849.74 


EAST  CAMBRIDGE  OMNIBUS  ROUTE. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Bigelow,  the  Board 
proceeded  to  consider  the  special  assignment,  viz., 
hearing  on  petition  of  John  C.  Stiles  for  an  al- 
teration of  the  route  prescribed  for  the  East  Cam- 
bridge Omnibus  Line  in  this  city. 

Mr.  Linus  M.  Child,  counstl  for  Mr.  Stiles,  sub- 
mitted a  map  of  the  loute,  and  explained  the  route 
first  taken,  as  Mr.  Stiles  supposed  he  had  a  right 
to  do.  After  be  had  established  the  line  an  order 
was  passed  by  the  last  Board  prescribing 
the  present  route.  It  bad  been  urged  that  the 
narrowness  of  Court  street  prevented  the  line  to 
East  Cambridge;  there  are  very  few  passengers 
taken  by  the  present  route.  Mr.  Stiles  asks  only 
to  run  an  omnibus  through  Court  street  once  in 
fifteen  minutes. 

Mr.  Child  called  Mr.  Wellington,  a  resrdent  of 
East  Cambridge  for  twenty  years,  who  said 
the  people  desired  to  be  carried  to  Summer  street 
and  they  would  be  satisfied  >f  a  line  of  coaches  is 
allowed  to  run.  They  would  not  be  accommo- 
dated on  theii  outward  trips  by  the  present  route, 
via  Wall  street,  though  it  would  answer  very  well 
on  the  inward  trip.  Since  Washington  street  has 
been  extended  there  has  been  no  great  block  in 
Court  street. 

To  Mr.  H.  W.  Muzzey,  eouisel  for  the  Union 
Railroad,  Mr.  Wellington  said  he  had  loaned 
money  to  Mr.  Stiles,  with  a  Mr.  Saunders;  but  he 
had  ample  security  for  that,  which  consisted  of 
tip  carts,  harnesses,  team  wagons,  horses  (some 
of  which  are  used  on  the  omnibus  line  and  others 
for  general  teaming  business);  witness  had  no 
personal  knowledge  that  Mr.  atiles  had  horses 
that  were  not  uaed  in  the  coaches,  except  one 
which  he  [Mr.  Wellington]   borrowed  last  week. 

Mr.  Child  objected  that  the  matter  was  pressed 
further  than  the  Board  might  care  to  hear,  and 
Mr.  Muzzey  said  he  had  shown  the  pecuniary  re- 
lations between  Mr.  Stiles  and  Mr.  Wellington 
and  he  would  desist. 

Mr.  Magoun,  called  by  Mr.  Child,  corroborated 
the  statements  of  Mr.  Wellington  in  regard  to  the 
desire  for  better  communication  between  East 
Cambridge  and  Boston;  he  believed  no  obstruc- 
tions would  result  from  the  omnibuses  in  East 
Cambridge.  To  Mr.  Muzzey  Mr.  Magoun  said 
that  people  working  in  the  city  would  be  more 
convenienced  by  the  old  route  than  the  present 
one.  To  Mr.  Child  he  said  people  generally  start- 
ed in  the  direction  of  their  homes  and  aim  at  the 
most  convenient  place  to  take  the  coach. 

Mr.  Atwood,  called  by  Mr.  Child,  said  he 
lived  in  East  Cambridge  and  did  business  in 
Chauncy  street,  and  there  is  a  strong  desire  in 
East  Cambridge  for  better  accommodations,  and 
was  proceeding  to  state  his  reasons,  when  Mr. 
Muzzey  objected  that  a  witness  should  net  act  as 
counsel,  but  the  Chairman  ruled  that  the  witnsss 
had  a  perfect  right  to  give  his  reasons  in  his  own 
words. 

Mr.  Atwood  believed  the  Cambridge  Horse  Rail- 
road Company  was  pushing  Mr.  Stiles  and  trying 
to  prevent  him  from  having  a  route  that  would 
ultimately  be  remunerative,  and  better  accommo- 
date the  East  Cambridge  people.  At  present,  on 
their  return  trips  they  do  not  carry  so  many  pas- 
sengers as  they  drd  when  they  ran  the  other  way. 
It  was  his  impression  that  the  Union  Railway  had 
increased  its  cars  since  the  omnibuses  began. 

To  Mr.  Muzzey,  Mr.  Atwood  stated  that  the 
omnibuses  ran  from  7  A.  M.  to  8  P.  M.,  while  the 
cars  ran  from  6  A.  M.  to  12  P.  M. 

Mr.  Bryant,  called  by  Mr.  Child,  said  the  omni- 
buses were  and  would  be  a  great  convenience  to 
members  of  the  bar  who  have  business  at  the 
East  Cambridge  Court  House,  especially  if  they 
ran  through  Court  street.  The  necessity  for  such 
a  line  is  very  great,  and  the  omnibuses  would  not 


add  to  the  blocks  in  Court  street.  To  Mr.  Collins, 
counsel  for  the  Union  Railway,  Mr.  Bryant  said 
he  thought  an  omnibus  in  ten  minutes  would  not 
cause  a  block  in  Court  stieet,  though  perhaps  one 
in  five  would.  He  should  prefer  to  have  the  horse 
cars  extended  farther  into  the  city,  if  that  is 
practicable.  He  thought  the  indebtedness  of  the 
public  to  a  public  carrier  depends  upon  the  pa- 
tronage he  receives,  and  if,  unon  the  whole,  a  car- 
rier cannot  make  fair  pay,  he  ought  not  to  be 
required  to  run  after  8  P.  M. 

Mr.  Dudley  of  Old  Cambridge,  called  by  Mr. 
Child,  agreed  with  Mr.  Bryant's  statements  in 
regard  to  the  wants  of  lawyers  doing  busiuess  on 
or  near  Court  street  and  having  business  in  East 
Cambridge,  as  well  as  of  persons  going  from  the 
depots  to  that  point.  To  Mr.  Muzzey,  Mr.  Dudley 
sard  he  had  been  employed  by  Mr.  Stiles  as  coun- 
sel in  several  cases. 

Mr.  Muzzey  was  about  to  ask  in  regard  to  Mr. 
Sciles's  affairs,  when  Mr.  Child  said  he  would 
spare  him  that  trouble  and  state  that  Mr.  Stiles  is 
embarrassed,  and  would  be  more  so  if  he  did  not 
get  this  petition  granted. 

Mr.  BarJett,  a  resident  of  South  Boston,  called 
by  Mr.  Childs,  said  it  was  a  gfeat  convenience 
for  him  to  step  out  of  his  office  in  Niles  Block  and 
take  an  omnibus  to  East  Cambridge,  when  he 
wanted  to  go  there  to  search  the  records  or  attend 
the  courts. 

To  Mr.  Collins,  Mr.  Bartlett  said  he  preferred 
cars  to  coaches,  though  not  when  the  cars  ran  on 
four-horse  time.  He  wanted  the  opportunity  to 
leave  his  office  and  strike  a  coach,  raiher  than  to 
always  have  to  walktoBowdoin  square.  He  wished 
all  the  conveniences  for  transportation  it  was  pos- 
sible to  have.  To  Mr.  Child,  he  said  he  never 
knew  cars  to  run  to  East  Cambridge  once  in  four 
or  five  minutes. 

Mr.  Dyer  of  Roxbury,  who  does  business  at  37 
and  41  Court  stieet,  New  England  News  Company, 
(called  by  Mr.  Child)  said  be  did  not  believe  an 
omnibus  in  fifteen  minutes  would  greatly  ob- 
struct travel  in  Court  street.  To  Mr.  Collins — His 
attention  had  not  been  called  to  blocks  in  Court 
street  lately. 

The  petitioner  here  rested  his  case,  reserving 
the  right  to  add  rebutting  evidence. 

Mr.  Collins  insisted  that  the  petitioner  should 
complete  his  evidence,  and  Mr.  Muzzey  desired 
that  the  petitioner  should  not  be  allow  ed  to  intro- 
duce cumulative  evidence,  and  the  Chairman 
ruled  that  as  the  case  of  the  petitioner  was  closed, 
he  could  not  be  allowed  to  introduce  more  evi- 
dence except  in  reply  to  what  shall  be  introduced 
by  the  remonstrants. 

Mr.  Collins  cited  the  previous  action  of  Mr. 
Stiles  in  starting  his  line  without  authority  of  the 
Board,  also  the  reports  on  the  subject  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses.  TheUnion  Railway  had  not 
opposed  Mr.  Stiles;  they  had  let  the  Committee 
on  Licenses  consider  the  merits  of  the  case;  and 
they  would  not  appear  now  but  for  the  fact  that 
there  is  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  a  com- 
mittee of  the  Board,  and  an  attempt  was  made  to 
bolster  up  the  falling  fortunes  of  ore  who  is  ad- 
mitted by  his  counsel  to  be  in  embarrassed  cir- 
cumstances. The  Union  Railway  is  ready  to  run 
cars  to  any  section  of  Boston  when  a  public  exi- 
gency requires  it.  Mr.  Stiles,  with  half  a  dozen, 
coaches,  does  not  pretend  to  meet  the  public 
want;  he  is  merely  running  his  omnibuses  from  a 
particular  section,  and  taking  a  slice  of  the  profits 
from  the  hard  earnings  of  the  Union  Railway. 
He  should  be  required  to  run  his  coaches  at  all 
times. 

Mr.  Knowlton  S.  Chaffee,  President  of  the  Union 
Railway,  said  to  Mr.  Muzzey  that  Mr.  Stiles  began 
in  November  last  running  over  the  route  asked 
for  till  early  in  January,  and  for  a  month  or  six 
weeks  he  h^s  been -running  over  his  present  route. 
Mr.  Stiles  was  formerly  "superintendent  of  the 
Union  Railway,  resigned  and  was  presented  with 
$1000,  and  two  directors  subsequently  assisted 
him  to  obtain  $2000  to  purchase  horses  with.  No 
one  connected  with  the  railroad  had  attempted  to 
do  anything  against  Mr.  Stiles;  they  had  not  ap- 
peared before  any  committees,  and  he  had  only  a 
slight  conversation  with  one  Alderman.  The 
reason  he  came  today  was  that  Mr.  Stiles  had 
made  a  .sort  of  challenge  in  refusing  to- 
stand  by  the  action  of  the  committee.  Mr. 
Stiles  had  stopped  his  omnibuses  in  front 
of  the  railroad  depot  in  Bowdoin  square, 
and  filled  it  with  passengers  from  the  depot, 
ofteu  standing  on  their  track  and  ciosswalks.  The 
railroad  had  no  objection  to  Mr.  Stiles  going  by 
the  route  agreed  upon  by  the  committee.    He  be- 
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lieved  there  are  serious  objections  to  an  omnibus 
line  on  Tremont  and  "Washington  streets.  If  a 
line  is  run  at  all  it  should  be  by  a  responsible  par- 
ty, and  he  instanced  a  case  where  one  of  Mr. 
Stiles's  omnibus  poles  ran  through  the  rear  door 
of  a  car,  though  fortunately  no  one  was  hurt.  If 
the  Board  think  it  expedient  the  company  will  be 
happy  to  run  their  cats  farther  into  the  city. 
Theie  is  a  car  every  ten  minutes  from  East  Cam- 
bridge independent  of  those  cars  that  start  from 
Eighth  street,  where  Mr.  Stiles's  omnibuses 
start  from ;  then  the  Eighth-street  cars  come 
in  between  the  others,  which  make  four- 
teen cars  an  hour  from  Eighth  street,  from 
7  A.  M.  to  10  P.  M.;  from  4  to  V/2  P.  M.  there 
are  sixteen  an  hour,  and  from  6  to  6%  P.  M. 
there  are  twelve  cars  in  half  an  hour,  and  they  are 
run  exactly  on  time  unless  the  draw  is  off.  Then 
on  the  other  side,  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  theie 
is  a  car  every  fifteen  minutes  to  Somerville.  As 
fast  as  the  judgment  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
has  allowed,  they  have  got  as  near  the  centre  of 
business  as  they  could.  They  carry  over  8,000,000 
passengers  annually.  He  had  kept  a  man  on  each 
bridge  to  look  after  the  road's  interests,  and  the 
man  on  Cragie  Bridge  had  counted  the  passengers 
in  each  coach,  and  Mr.  Chaffee  said  Mr.  Stiles's  pas- 
sengers had  not  varied  two  passengers  a  trip  since 
they  had  changed  the  route  by  order  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen.  The  road  had  paved  the  streets 
between  the  tails,  spending  nearly  $10,000  last 
year.  "While  Cragie  Bridge  was  undergoing  re- 
pairs, the  road  built  an  entirely  new  track  at  more 
than  $20,000  expense,  which  is  not  now  use,d. 

To  Mr.  Child,  Mr.  Chaffee  said  the  passengers 
on  the  liast  Cambridge  cars  had  decreased  since 
the  holidays,  and  Mr.  Stiles's  decrease  of  passen- 
gers was  not  owing  to  the  change  of  route  so  much 
as  to  the  natural  falling  off  of  travel.  He  had  no 
objections  to  the  omnibuses  running  in  the  streets 
if  the  Board  think  it  expedient. 

Mr.  Child  was  proceeding  to  question  Mr. 
Chaffee  in  regard  to  the  cost  of  the  track  in  Cam- 
bridge, and  the  Chairman  ruled  that  it  was  not 
pertine   t  to  the  iuquiry. 

Mr.  F.  T.  Stevens,  Treasurer  and  Clerk  of  the 
Union  Railway,  identified  the  returns  of  passen- 
gers, previously  referred  to,  earned  by  Xviv.  Stiles. 
They  are  given  accurately  every  day.  They  have 
the  figures  of  trips  both  ways. 

This  closed  the  testimony  for  the  company. 

Alderman  Bigelow  said  the  committee  had 
heard  the  evidence  of  certain  police  officers  whom 
be  would  call. 

Cnief  of  Police  Savage  said  the  present  condi- 
tion of  Court  street  is  very  much  crowded  be- 
tween Court  square  and  Washington  stieet.  The 
greatest  objection  exists  there;  blocks  are  fre- 
quent during  the  business  part  ©f  the  clay.  He 
eould  hardly  see  how  the  omnibuses  could  be  ac- 
commodated there.  To  Mr.  Child,  he  said  he 
stated  partly  from  his  own  observation  and  part- 
ly from  reports  and  complaints.  He  saw  a  block 
in  Court  street  this  afternoon.  He  believed  that 
an  omnibus  in  fifteen  minutes  would  make  some 
difference  during  the  business  part  of  the  day. 
Mr.  Sliles  stated  the  other  day  to  the  witness  that 
he  wanted  to  run  an  omnibus  once  in  7%  minutes. 

Captain  Vinal  of  Police  Station  2  said  chat  be- 
tween Washington  street  and  Court  square  there 
are  at  present  enough  teams  on  Court  street. 
Hardly  a  day  passes  without  blocks,  and  this  line 
©f  omnibuses  wjuldhelpto  increase  the  incon- 
veniences. He  had  to  send  an  officer  to  Court 
street  to  clear  the  blocks  almost  every  day.  Many 
had  complained  or  said  that  they  left  their  horses 
inPemaerton  square  because  of  the  crowd  in 
Court  street.  To  Mr.  Child,  Captain  Vinal  said  he 
had  seen  blocks  all  the  way  from  Washington 
street  to  Court  square.  The  policeman  who  stands 
on  the  corner  had  testified  before  the  committee 
that  an  omnibus  in  fifteen  minutes  would  make 
no  perceptible  difference.  To  Alderman  Stebbins, 
he  said  an  extra  officer  was  put  on  Court  street  on 
account  of  the  blocks.  To  Mi .  Child  he  said  he 
thought  there  had  been  some  change  since  the 
extension  of  Washington  street. 

Mr.  Joan  C.  Stiles,  the  petitioner,  called  by  Mr. 
Child,  said  that  now  they  carry  out  about  half 
the  passengers  that  they  did  when  they  ran  the 
other  way.  A  week  ago  iast  Saturday  they  kept 
eount  of  the  passengers ;  817  were  brought  in  and 
370  were  carried  out;  on  the  following  Monday 
they  brought  in  740  and  carried  out  317.  To  Mr. 
Muzzey,  Mr.  Stiles  said  the  returns  were  made  by 
the  drivers  on  those  particular  days. 

This  closed  the  testimony. 

Mr.  Muzzey  said  they  had  not  come  to  oppose 


Mr.  Stiles's  petition ;  they  had  not  appeared  be- 
fore a  committee,  or  spoken  to  a  member  of  the 
Board— their  hands  are  clean,  as  all  the  Board 
kuow.  They  had  at  length  intervened  for  the 
sake  of  their  passengers,  and  were  readj ,  when 
the  Board  deems  that  it  is  demanded  by  a  public 
exigency,  to  extend  their  tracks  farther  into 
the  city  of  Boston,  and  they  had  a  petition 
for  it  in  their  pockets.  They  did  object 
to  Mr.  Stiles  standing  upon  their  tracks  and  pick- 
ing up  passengers  who  had  come  to  their  house 
for  shelter,  as  has  been  testified  by  Mr.  Chaffee. 
There  has  been  no  complaint  from  East  Cambridge. 
This  is  n  o  public  exigen  cy ;  i  t  is  a  private  exi  gency ; 
the  project  is  to  run  six  omnibuses  from  7  A.  M. 
to  8  P.  M.  "What  is  to  be  done  with  those  who 
want  to  leave  either  point  before  those  hours? 
He  dees  not  add  to  the  interest  of  the  public 
travel.  Mr.  Muzzey  urged  that  it  was  important 
that  a  public  carrier  should  be  pecuniarily  re- 
sponsible, ana  that  one  not  so  shoukl  not  be  put 
in  competition  with  one  who  is.  There  had  not 
been  any  demand  for  this  by  the  most  eminent 
and  respectable  citizens  of  East  Cambridge. 

Mr.  Child  alluded  to  the  anomalous  position  of 
the  railway  coinpacy  in  this  matter,  and  then  as- 
sured the  Board  that  the  omnibuses  would  not  stop 
before  the  ctepot  door  again.  The  fair  and  only 
question  to  be  considered  is  whether  Mr.  Stiles's 
omnibuses  are  gong  to  do  any  damage  to  the 
travel  of  the  city  of  Boston.  At  the  time  Mr. 
Stiles  commenced  he  had  a  perfect  right  to  go 
where  he  pleased,  and  could  do  so  until  his  route 
was  prescribed.  Mr.  Stiles  had  endeavored  to  ac- 
commodate the  people.  It  was  a  settled  fact  that 
people  from  out  of  town  desire  to  get  to 
Washington  street,  and  he  said  he  had  only 
introduced  a  lew  witnesses  to  call  to  the 
attention  of  the  Board  what  was  pat- 
ent to  all.  He  did  not  claim  that  there  was  a  pub- 
lic exigency.  Mr.  Stiles  was  simply  endeavoiing 
to  accommodate  the  people  in  East  Gambiidge. 
His  request  is  reasonable.  Any  man  who  brings  peo- 
ple into  Boston  should  be  encouraged,  and  there 
ought  not  to  be  any  frivolous  opposition  to  such 
a  public  accommodation.  The  only  real  objection 
is  the  crowded  state  of  Court  street,  ana  the  police 
officers  did  not  say  that  it  would  make  any  seiious 
difference.  A  man  who  puts  his  money  into  such 
an  enterprise  should  not  be  put  down  because  one 
street  happens  to  be  crowded.  They  only  asked 
what  their  patrons  desire,  and  that  is  a  reasonable 
and  proper  route,  such  as  is  prescribed  by  law. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris,  the  report  (rec- 
ommending leave  to  withdraw)  was  laid  on  the 
table.  Subsequently,  on  motion  of  Alderman 
Worthington,  the  report  was  taken  from  the  table 
and  accepted. 

CAMBRIDGE  BRIDGES. 

The  aniiual  report  of  the  Commissioner  on 
Bridges  between  Boston  and  Cambridge  [City  Doc. 
STo.  23]  was  received  and  sent  down. 

The  draw  of  West  Boston  Bridge  has  been 
opened  1423  times  during  the  year,  and  that  of 
Cr&.gie's  Bridge  3930.  The  expense  of  maintaining 
and  repairing  the  two  bridges  has  been  $79,872.44, 
including  $72,474.69  for  '  rebuilding  Cragie's 
Bridge. 

FINANCE. 

The  chairman  for  the  Finance  Committee,  to 
whom  were  referred  the  petitions  of  John  T.  Gil- 
son  and  the  trustees  of  Charlestown  Poor  Fund, 
the  request  of  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings for  additional  appropriation  for  police  sta- 
tion in  Ward  16,  and  who  were  requested  to  report 
an  order  providing  the  means  for  the  extension  of 
Swett  street,  submitted  reports  with  orders  as  fol- 
lows: 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  ap- 
propriation for  Police  Station  House,  South  Bos- 
ton, to  that  for  Police  Station  House,  Ward  16,  the 
sum  of  $2000. 

Read  twice  and  passed—yeas  11,  nays  0. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  pay  on  the 
certificate  of  indebtedness  given  by  the  late 
City  Treasurer  of  Charlestown,  belonging  to  the 
"Pierce  Fuel  Fund,"  dated  Jan.  1, 1874,  for  $1500, 
the  sum  of  $90,  being  the  interest  due  said  fund 
from  Sept.  1, 1872,  to  Sept.  1, 1873,  from  the  Inter- 
est appropriation. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  to  borrow,  under  theVlirection 
of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  the  sum  of  $476,000, 
for  the  purpose  of  widening,  extendingand  build- 
ing Swett  street  from  Albany  street  to  Dorchester 
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avenue,  in  accordance  with  the  estimates  of  the 
Street  Commissioners  and  the  City  Engineer,  to 
be  styled  'Street  Improvement  Loan,  Swett 
street." 

Read  twice  and  passed — yeas  10,  nays  1 — Alder- 
man Prescott  voting  nay. 

Whereas,  John  Orison  on  the  7th  of  August, 
1874,  paid  to  the  City  Treasurer  of  the  city  of 
Boston  the  sum  of  $4000  for  a  City  of  Boston  six 
per  cent,  currency  bond,  payable  July  1, 1894,  in- 
terest thereon  to  be  paid  semi-annually,  a  receipt 
being  given  therefor  in  the  usual  form,  signed  by 
F.  U.  Tracy,  City  Treasurer,  by  the  terms  of 
which  receipt  a  registered  certificate  of  indebted- 
ness for  $4000  was  to  be  delivered  to  said  John 
Gilson  upon  his  presenting  said  receipt,  which 
receipt  he  now  alleges  in  his  petition  has  been 
lost,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  issue  to  John  Giison  the 
certificate  of  indebtedness  for  $4000,  as  set  forth 
in  the  foregoing  preamble,  upon  satisfactory 
proof  of  the  loss  of  the  receipt  for  the  same,  and 
upon  his  giving  a  bond  satisfactory  to  the  City 
Solicitor  and  Citv  Treasurer  to  indemnify  and 
save  harmless  the  city  of  Boston  from  any  claim 
based  on  said  original  receipt. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Seveially  sent  down. 

THE  SALABY  BILL. 

Alderman  Stebbius  submittPd  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Salaries  beg  leave  to  submit 
herewith,  in  accordance  with  the  third  section  of 
the  joint  rules  of  the  City  Council,  orders  estab- 
lishing the  salaries  of  the  several  city  officers, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Treasurer  and  Auditor, 
for  the  year  beginning  on  the  1st  of  April  next. 
The  only  changes  proposed  in  the  present  salaries 
and  allowances  for  clerk  hire  are  the  following: 
A  reduction  of  $1060  in  the  allowance  for  clerk 
hire  in  the  City  Clerk's  office,  on  account  of  the 
change  in  the  method  of  prepaiing  the  voting  lists ; 
an  increase  of  $400  in  the  salary  of  the  Clerk  of 
Committees;  an  increase  of  $200  in  the  salary  of 
the  Assistant  Clerk  of  Committees ;  an  increase  of 
$200  in  the  allowance  tor  clerk  hire  to 
the  Clerk  of  the  Common  Council;  an  in- 
crease of  $200  in  the  salary  of  the  Second 
Assistant  Messengei ;  an  increase  of  $200 
in  the  allowance  of  clerk  hire  to  the  City  Registrar. 
Total  amount  of  increase,  $1200;  total  amount  of 
reduction,  $1060.  The  committee  are  not  prepared 
at  this  time  to  recommend  any  action  upon  the 
salaries  of  the  Treasurer  and  Auditor;  and  their 
report  on  those  two  officers  will  be  presented  at  a 
later  date.       Respectfully  submitted, 

Solomon  B.  Stebbins. 

Charles  J.  Prescott. 

RUFUS  CUSHMAN. 

Thomas  J.  Anderson. 
Frederick  G.  Walbbidge. 
Committee. 

The  several  orders  appended  to  the  report  were 
read  once. 

SEWEBS. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  $37.83  be  abated  from  the  assess- 
ment levied  upon  Laviuia  Mcintosh,  and  $73.13  be 
abated  from  the  assessment  on  Hannah  Tobey's 
heirs,  for  a  sewer  in  Blue  Hill  avenue,  on  account 
of  land  to  be  hereafter  assessed  upon  Woodville 
square;  also  that  $36.18  be  abated  from  the  assess- 
ment of  Joseph  W.  Ward,  tor  a  sewer  in  Eighth 
street,  and  the  same  amount  assessed  upon  Timo- 
thy W.  Ray. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  John  H.  Robinson  for  abatement  of 
sewer  assessment  m  Brook  avenue.    Accepted. 

Reports  with  orders  for  the  proportionate  as- 
sessment and  collection  of  cost  of  sewers,  as  fol- 
lows :  Allston  and  Bulfinch  streets;  Perrin  street; 
New  Washington  street;  Fairfield  street.  Orders 
severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

STREET  DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Streets 
on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  orders  to  pay 
for  street  damages,  as  follows : 

Heirs  of  Joshua  Bennett,  $2935.50,  for  widening 
of  Leverett  street. 

Heirs  of  Joshua  Bennett,  $8248,  for  extension  of 
Auburn  street  to  Leverett  street. 


W.  R.  Howe,  $672.25,  for  widening  of  Shawmut 
avenue. 

Heirs  of  J.  M.  Smith,  $971.25,  for  widening  of 
Pear)  street. 

Severally  read  once. 

MORTGAGE  DISCHARGED. 

Alderman  Kigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  the 
Treasury  Department  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Augustus  Parker  for  discharge  of  mortgage,  sub- 
mitted a  report  recommending  the  passage  ot  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  his  honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  to  discharge  the  mortgage 
given  by  Ebenezer  Seaver,  formerly  Collector  of 
the  town  of  Roxbury,  to  Aaron  Davis,  Treasurer 
®f  said  town,  said  mortgage  being  dated  the  2d 
of  November,  A.  D,  1795,  and  recorded  with  Nor- 
folk Deeds,  lib.  4,  fol.  202. 

Read  once. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  reports  as  follows: 

Auctioneer's  License  Renewed — Thomas  H. 
Webb,  41  Tremont  street. 

Wagon  License  Granted— Frederic  H.  Virge, 
119  South  street. 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted — Cushing  & 
Ladd,  to  give  exhibition  of  the  Chauncy  Hall 
School  at  Music  Hall,  Feb.  10:  Warren-street 
Chapel,  for  a  Washington's  Birthday  Festival  at 
Music  Hall;  Professor  A.  C.  Carpenter,  for  lec- 
tures on  Mesmerism  and  Psychology  at  Beethoven 
Hall. 

Intelligence  Offices  Licensed— George  A.  Apple- 
by, 23y2  Leverett  street;  Mrs.  DupaDa,  1  Blossom 
place. 

Innholder's  License  Granted— W.  B.  Shaw,  70 
Hudson  street. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted  —  George  L. 
Rumph,  322  North  street;  J.  H.  Flack  &  Co.,  375 
Washington  street;  Larkie  &  Newcomb,  1465 
Washington  street;  Charles  Coughlin,  149  Broad- 
way, South  Boston;  J.  H.  Cunningham,  Washing- 
ton street,  Brighton  District. 

Minors  Licensed— Twenty-four  newsboys. 

Severally  accepted. 

PERMITS  FOR  STABLFS. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  reports 
recommending  the  granting,  on  the  usual  condi- 
tions, of  petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as 
follows : 

J.  Albert  Johnston,  Norfolk  street,  Ward  16; 
Louis  Earl,  Hartford  street,  Ward  16;  Ira  E.  Fair- 
banks, Evans  street,  Ward  16. 

Severally  accepted. 

USE  OF  STREETS    FOR    COASTING. 

Alderman  Burrage,  for  the  Committee  on  Po- 
lice, submitted  a  report  that  this  Board  has  no 
power  to  comply  with  the  prayer  of  R.  T.  Swan  et 
al.  that  certain  ytteets  in  Ward  16  be  used  for 
coasting:,  subject  to  the  supervision  of  the  police. 
Accepted. 

PERMIT  TO  MOVE  BUILDING. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
submitted  a  report  in  favor  of  granting  a  permit, 
on  the  usual  conditions,  to  M.  P.  Sias,  for  leave  to 
move  a  wooden  building  in  East  Boston.  Ac- 
cepted. 

THE  PABK  QUESTION. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  order  for 
the  Mayor  to  petition  the  General  Court  for  au- 
thority "to  purchase  or  otherwise  take  land  within 
the  limits  of  the  city"  for  purpose  of  public  parks, 
was  taken  from  the  table,  and  especially  assigned 
for  next  Mori  -:ay,  at  5  P.  M. 

Alderman  Stebbins  moved  that  the  Board  pro- 
ceed to  ballot  for  heads  of  departments. 

Alderman  Quincy  opposed  the  motion  on  the 
ground  that  certificates  of  election  had  not  been 
received  from  the  other  branch,  and  they  should 
wait  to  see  the  result  there,  as  it  was  known  there 
was  to  be  opposition  in  at  least  one  case.  Cour- 
tesy to  the  absent  member  [Aldermen  Pope]  also 
required  delay. 

Alderman  Power  thought  there  was  no  reason 
for  delay,  and  if  there  was  opposition  to  the  re- 
election of  any  one,  that  case  could  be  laid  over. 

The  motion  was  lost— 5  for,  6  against— and  on 
motion  of  Alderman  Prescott,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

FEBRUARY    11,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  7y2  o'clock,  Halsey 
J.  Boardman,  President,  in  the  cnair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  FOR  CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Auditor's  Monthly  Exhibic  (City  Doc.  21);  An- 
nual Report  of  Commissioner  of  Bridges  between 
Boston  and  Cambridge  (City  Doc.  23);  Quarterly 
Reports  of  overseers  of  the  Boor,  and  Superin- 
tendent of  North  Scales.    Severally  placed  on  file. 

Petitions  of  J.  R.  Peck,  Mary  S.  Everett,  and 
Company  A,  Ninth  Begiment  Infantry.  Severally 
referred . 

Report  and  order  to  issue  to  John  Gilson  a  cer- 
tificate of  indebtedness  for  $4Q00,  on  the  condi- 
tions set  forth  in  said  otder.  Order  passed  to  a 
second  reading. 

Report  and  order  to  pay  the  interest  due  on  the 
Pierce  Fuel  Fund  from  Sept.  1, 1872,  to  Sept.  1, 
1873,  amounting  to  $90.  Order  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

Certificate  of  the  election  of  Uriel  H.  Crocker 
as  a  member  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Boaid,  in 
place  of  Amos  L.  Noyes  chosen  by  this  Council. 
The  Council  proceeded  to  ballot.  Messrs.  Wads- 
worth  of  Ward  4,  Newton  of  Ward  14,  and  Fitz- 
patnck  of  Ward  7  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
collect  and  count  votes,    They  reported— 

Whols  number  of  votes 51 

Necessary  for  a  choice 26 

Amos  L.  Noyes  had 33 

Uriel  H.  Crocker 18 

And  Mr.  Noyes   was  declared  elected  in  non-con- 
currence.   Certificate  sent  up. 

Report  and  order  for  a  transfer  from  the  appro- 
priation for  Police  Station  House,  South  Boston, 
to  that  for  Police  Station  House,  Ward  16,  of  the. 
sum  of  $2000.    Order  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Report  and  order  for  a  loan  of  $476,000  for  widen- 
ing, building  and  extending  Swett  street  from  Al- 
bany street  to  Dorchester  avenue.  Order  passed 
to  a' second  reading. 

The  order  for  the  celebration  of  Washington's 
Birthday  came  up  with  an  amendmeat  to  insert 
"provided  that  tne  salute  in  the  city  proper  may 
be  omitted  at  the  discretion  ot  the  Mayor"  in  the 
order  for  the  observance  of  Washington's  Birth- 
day. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4—1  offer  the  following- 
amendment  to  the  amendment  that  has  been  sent 
down  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen : 

"Provided  that  no  salute  in  the  city  proper  shall 
be  fired  upon  the  Common  or  Public  Garden." 

This  amendment  to  theamendment  is, of  course, 
the  same  that  was  offered  at  the  last  meeting  of 
the  Council.  At  that  time,  after  offering  the 
amendment,  I  found  from  the  debate  which  arose 
that  there  seemed  to  be  a  misunderstanding  in  re- 
gard to  two  or  three  points  relating  to  the  cele- 
bration of  the  day.  I  referred  to  City  Docu  ment 
No.  33  of  1873,  supposing  it  was  familiar  to  most  of 
the  members  of  the  Council;  but  I  find  that  it  was 
not  as  familiar  to  them  as  it  ought  to  be.  It  is  the 
report  of  the  committee  which  prepared  tie  ordi- 
nance which  now  regulates  the  firing  of  cannon 
upon  the  Common,  in  regard  to  which  they  took 
testimony.  I  desire  to  read  one  or  two  extracts 
from  that  report,  so  that  there  may  be  no  mistake 
as  to  the  effect  of  the  firing  of  cannon  upon  the 
sick.    Dr.  Edward  H.  Clarke  says— 

"In  reply  I  have  to  say,  that,  so  far  as  I  have  ob- 
served, such  firing  affects  the  majority  of  invalids 
and  sick  persons  in  its  vicinity  unpleasantly;  that 
it  affects  some  of  them  seriously;  and  that  it  oc- 
casionally affects  a  sick  person  dangerously. 
During  the  last  artillery  practice  on  the  Common, 
one  of  my  patients  in  the  neighborhood  rolled, 
with  every  shot,  from  one  side  of  hsr  bed  to  the 
other,  in  a  sort  of  agony.  Twice  during  the  past 
year  premature  confinements  started  with  the 
firing  and  seemed  to  be  induced  by  it." 

Dr.  G.  H.Lyman  says,  "Upon  the  Fourth  of  July 
and  other  long- established  fielddays  the  wealthier 
classes  may  be  often  removed  to  a  distance,  and 
thus  escape  the  injury;  but  even  this  class  are 
often  too  ill  to  be  removed,  audit  certainly  should 
need  no  doctor  to  relate  the  effect  upon  the  shat- 
tered nervous  system  of  such  cases  of  prostration. 
The  poorer  classes,  living  in  the  narrower  neigh- 
boring streets  and  alleys,  have  as  acutely  sensi- 
tive diseases  as  their  more  prosperous  and  wealthy 


neighbors,  and  I  think  no  physician  of  experience 
could  hesitate  in  pronouncing  the  practice  in 
question  an  unmitigated  nuisauce,  and  one  that 
ought  to  be  abated." 

fhe  evidence  of  Dr.  R.  M.  Hodges,  Dr.  C.  D. 
Hornstns  and  Dr.  F.  Minot  is  to  the  same  effect. 
I  think  that  is  a  sufficient  answer  to  the  statement 
that  no  injury  ever  happened  to  a  sick  person  by 
the  firing  of  cannon  upon  rhe  Common.  I  also 
wish  to  make  a  correction  in  regard  to  an  error 
which  prevails  in  the  minds  of  some  that  the  ob- 
servance of  the  Twenty-second  of  February  is  a 
time-honored  custom,  and  I  have  taken  the  pains 
to  find  the  legislation  on  the  subject.  Three  le^al 
holidays  were  first  appointed.  By  chapter  182  of  the 
acts' of  1838,  Thanksgiving  Day,  Fast  Day  and 
Fourth  of  July  were  made  holiday?,  co  that  notes 
were  to  be  paid  on  the  day  previous.  By  chapter  91 
of  the  acts  of  1855  Christmas  was  added,  and  by 
chapter  113  of  the  acts  of  1856  Washington's  Birth- 
day was  made  a  legal  hoi' clay  for  the  first  time, 
and  the  act  enlarged  so  that  the  Legislature  and 
the  courts  should  hold  no  sessions  and  ihe  public 
offices  be  closed.  The  celebration  of  Washinr  ton's 
Birthday  is  the  only  relic  of  Know  Nothiugisin, 
and  the  sole  oesireof  the  Know  Nothing  party 
was  to  observe  that  day  by  making  everybody 
miserable.  I  think  our  former  action  should  be 
reconsidered.  At  present  we  throw  the  responsi- 
bility upon  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  and  that  we 
ought  not  to  oo.  By  tins  order  we  propose  to  fire 
cannon  upon  the  Common,  but  leave  the  Mayor 
responsible  for  the  results  which  will  follow.  For 
these  reasons  I  hope  the  amendment  which  I 
offered  will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Ward  15 — I  lived  for  fifteen  years 
within  a  stone's  throw  of  Boston  Common,  when 
it  was  surrounded  by  dwelling  houses,  and  I  never 
heard  of  any  damag'e  done  to  the  sick  by  the  fir- 
ing of  cannon  there.  In  fact  it  was  always  con- 
sidered a  pleasure  upon  all  the  holidays  to  have 
the  cannon  fired  upon  Boston  Common.  Except 
on  Beacon  and  Boylston  streets  the  nouses  fronting 
on  the  Common  are  mostly  occupied  for  business 
purposes,  and  there  would  naturally  be  less  an- 
noyance than  formerly.  Unless  there  is  some 
case  of  extreme  sickness,  I  hope  the  cannon  will 
be  fired  there.  When  a,  famous  battery  came  here 
a  few  years  ago  we  were  all  glad  to  have  them 
exhibit  their  practice  on  the  Common.  It  is  a 
large  place  and  I  don't  think  any  damage  will  be 
clone.  In  case  there  is  extreme  sickness  I  hope 
the  Mayor  will  omit  the  salute. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  ask  for  the  ruling  of  the 
Chair  as  to  the  propriety  of  theamendment  being 
offered  at  this  time.  My  own  opinion  is  that  the 
subject  of  the  amendment  was  presented  here  at 
the  last  meeting,  discussed  and  rejected,  and  it  is 
only  offered  now  in  another  form,  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment  adopted  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen. 

The  President— The  Chair  is  of  the  opinion  that 
the  amendment  is  not  strictly  in  order.  Under 
the  rule  the  amendment  from  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men must  be  accepted  or  rejected  altogether  un- 
less an  amendment  is  offered  which  is  entirely 
within  the  scope  of  and  which  does  not  contra- 
vene the  provisions  of  that  adopted  by  the  Board 
of  Aldermen.  It  would  appearhere  thatthe  discre- 
tion of  omitting  the  salute  is  conferred  by  the 
Board  upon  the  Mayor,  while  by  this  amendment 
he  is  denied  such  discretion.  Although  the  point 
is  not  beyond  all  cxuestion,  the  Chair  is  of  the 
opinion  that  the  amendment  is  not  strictly  in  or- 
der and  wou)w  therefore  rule  it  out. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— There  is  another  objection 
to  the  amendment  that  must  strike  every  logical 
mind  here.  The  Board  of  Aldermen  have  asked 
us  to  concur  in  their  amendment.  INow  what  is 
the  language  of  the  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment? "Provided  that  no  salute  in  the  city 
proper  shall  be  fired  upon  the  Common  or  Public 
Garden."  Why,  that  is  the  whole  matter  in  ques- 
tion. By  the  amendment  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men it  is  left  to  the  Mayor  to  decide  whether  or 
not  a  salute  shall  be  fired ;  and  there  being  no 
other  suitable  place  in  the  city  proper  besides  the 
Common,  he  is  to  decide  whether  or  not  the  can- 
non shall  be  fired.  Now,  you  would  add  an  amend- 
ment which  would  not  only  nullify  that  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  and  which,  cenamly,  in  any 
correct  acceptation  of  the  meaning  of  the  English 
language  does  nrfllify  it,  but  which  is  ridiculous 
upon  its  face.  Of  course  it  is  not  in  order  as  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  7  raited  the  point,  and  as 
the  Chair  has  so  well  decided.  The  question  is 
whether  to  concur  or  nonconcur  with  the  Board 
of  AUIermen.  But  this  amendment  to  that  amend- 
ment is  not— 
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Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6 — I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  expected  to  be  called  to  order. 

The  President  —  The  gentleman  will  state  his 
point  of  order. 

Mr.  Crocker— The  gentleman  from  Ward  5  is 
indorsing  a  decision  of  the  Chair  to  which  no  one 
has  objected. 

Mr.  Shaw — I  rose  to  debate  the  main  questioi). 

The  amendment  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  was 
adopted  in  concurrence — yeas  59,  nays  2 — Messrs. 
Anderson  of  Ward  3  and  Devereux  of  Ward  22 
voting  nay. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  for  the  City  Engineer  to  make  such  pur- 
chases of  supplies,  instruments,  drawing  materi- 
als and  furniture,  and  to  incur  sucb  other  ex- 
penses as  may  be  necessary  in  his  department 
during  the  present  municipal  year. 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
to  suppjy  necessary  furniture,  and  cause  such  le- 
pairs  and  cleaning  to  be  made  as  may  be  needed 
in  the  several  schoolhouses. 

Order  for  the  City  Surveyor  to  make  such  pur- 
chases of  supplies,  mstrumencs,  drawing  materi- 
als and  furniture,  and  to  incur  such  other  ex- 
penses as  may  be  necessary  in  his  department 
during  the  present  municipal  year. 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  Public  BuPdirgs  to 
supply  furniture  for,  and  cause  necessary  clean- 
ing and  repairs  to  be  made  in  the  City  Hall,  police 
stations  and  engine  hruses  and  other  public 
buildings  where  the  same  are  not  made  by  the  de- 
partments using  the  same. 

Order  for  the  purchase  of  law  books  for  the  City 
Solicitor's  office,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  $275. 

An  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance  relating  to 
the  Law  Department,  providing  for  appointment 
of  Fourth  Assistant  Solicitor,  etc. 

Order  to  remit  tax  of  $209.04  (with  interest  and 
costs),  assessed  upon  Henry  W.  Pickering  in  1874, 
as  executor  of  ihe  estate  of  Caroline  Newman. 

Order  for  the  city  to  assume  and  pay  the  tax  of 
$1018.68,  assessed  for  1874  upon  certain  real  estate 
devised  to  the  city  by  David  Sears. 

Severally  passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  allow  and  pay  $65  as  rent  for  a  tem- 
porary armory  for  Company  C,  Fourth  Battalion 
of  Infantry.    Passed— Yeas  52,  nays  0.    Sent  up. 

ADDITIONAL  WATER    SUPPLY. 

The  orders  appropriating  $1,500,000  for  extension 
of  the  Cochituate  Water  Works,  and  granting  au- 
thority for  said  extension,  and  to  construct  a  si- 
phon pipe  across  Charles  River  [reprinted  City 
Doc.  No.  20,  with  amendments  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen thereto],  were  considered  in  the  regular 
order  under  unfinished  business,  the  question  be- 
ing on  the  passage  of  the  orders. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12— I  do  not  fee)  like  making 
opposition  to  any  legitimate  plan  for  increasing 
the  facilities  of  Boston  for  obtaining  a  supply  of 
pure  water;  but  I  would  like  to  have  this  matter 
brought  more  clearly  before  the  Council,  and 
reasons  given  why  rhere  is  included  in  this 
project  for  the  enlargement  of  the  water  supply, 
the  building  of  the  conduit  or  aqueduct  between 
Farm  Pond  and  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir,  wh-m 
the  vote  of  the  City  Council  last  year,  authoriz- 
ing the  taking  of  Sudbury  River  and  utilizing  it  , 
for  a  supply  for  Boston,  expresily  provided 
that  this  conduit  should  not  be  built.  I  feel 
an  extreme  hesitancy  at  opening  any  debate 
upon  this  question,  because  I  am  a  new 
member  of  the  Council  and  have  not  had  the 
privilege  of  participating  in  the  discus- 
sion of  the  question  that  sime  of  the  older  mem- 
bers had  last.year.  This  measure  was  brought  be- 
fore the  Committee  on  Water  ao  a  very  early  day 
in  the  year — about  twenty-four  hours  after  the 
committee  was  organized.  It  was  represented  to 
the  committee  that  this  was  an  urgent  case ;  that 
the  city  was  suffering  for  want  of  water,  and  that 
something  must  be  done  right  away;  and  at  an 
adjourned  meeting  of  the  committee  it  was  again 
brought  up  and  passed.  A  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee had  undoubtedly  made  up  their  minds; 
however,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  bring  the  matter 
before  the  Council.  I  do  not  know  that  any  great 
number  of  members  desire  to  discuss  it;  at  the 
same  time  I  think  the  opportunity  should 
be  offered  to  those  who  do  desire  it.  As 
I  had  had  no  opportunity  to  examine 
the  plan  in  all  its  details,  and  as  a  taxpayer  I  feel 
its  importance,  I  stated  to  the  committee  that  it 
should  not  be  considered  discourteous  if  I  dis- 
cussed it  upon  the  floor  of  the  Council.  I  have 
not— nor  do  I  think  any  one  has— had  time,  in  the 
brief  period  that  has  elapsed,   to  give  it  the  full 


and  careful  consideration  it  deserves,  and  I  should 
like  to  hear  from  those  who  believe  in  the  neces- 
sity tor  the  early  construction  of  this  large  con- 
duit (which  is  to  bring  70,000,000  of  gallons  to  Bos- 
ton, and  is  really  going  to  discard  the  use  of  the 
old  conduit),  why  it  is  necessary  at  this  juncture 
to  spend  $1,500,000  to  carry  out  this  large  scheme 
for  a  conduit  or  aqueduct.  No  one  will  question 
the  propriety  of  constructing  the  siphon  pipe 
across  the  Charles  River,  which  is  provided  for  in 
the  last  order.  No  one  will  object  to  thar,  for  it 
is  perfectly  proper.  It  is  to  cost  only  $30,000  and 
will  add  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  per  cent,  to  the 
conducting  power  of  the  present  conduit;  it  can 
be  rjut  in  speedily,  and  with  the  connection  now 
made  between  Farm  Pond  and  Lake  Cochituate, 
there  is  no  apprehension  that  more  water  will  be 
nee  ded ,  or  of  a  scarcity  of  water  in  case  of  a  drought, 
and  when  it  is  an  admitted  fact  that  to  apopt  the 
larger  and  more  expensive  project  and  carry  it  out 
will  entail  an  unnecessary  expense  of  one  half  or 
three-quarters  of  a  million  dollars — that  is,  to 
construct  works  for  a  hundred  years  hence,  when 
all  we  want  is  to  provide  for  twenty-five  years — 
when,  by  taking  a  smaller  scale  of  works,  which 
upon  examination,  I  think  will  be  entirely  ade- 
quate, we  can  save  a  very  large  sum  of  money 
by  preventing  a  large  increase  of  the  already  bur- 
densome water  debt  of  the  city,  which  is  at  present 
large  enough,  and  must  inevitably  increase.  It 
makes  no  difference  whether  it  is  water  debt  or 
city  debt;  it  must  be  paid  by  the  taxpayers,  and 
it  has  got  to  be  paid  by  the  city,  and  any 
sophistry  of  that  kind  used  in  support  of  this  or- 
der is  an  attempt  to  explain  the  difference  be- 
tween tweedledum  and  tweedledee.  At  any  rate, 
a  few  years  ago  the  water  debt  became  so  large 
that  it  was  reduced  $3,000,000  by  a  transfer  to  the 
city  debt.  Now,  I  should  like  to  have  this  matter 
discussed,  not  tonight,  but  at  an  early  day ;  and  I 
desire  that  there  should  be  a  simplification  of  this 
order,  so  that  we  can  vote  tor  this  siphon  pipe 
(which  is  important  and  should  be  put  in  a- 
once),  and  that  the  Water  Board  may  have  auf 
thority  to  take  lauds  for  the  location  of 
storage  re  ervoirs  and  that  we  may  apprD* 
priate  money  to  construct  them.  But  in 
regard  to  that  conduit,  which  is  not  an  immediate 
necessity,  and  will  not  relieve  the  present  exi- 
gency, we  should  look  into  that  scheme  and  see 
if  we  are  prepared  to  vote  for  $1,500,000  or 
$1,750,000  at  this  time  for  that  purpose.  I  do  not 
think  that  if  this  matter  is  fully  canvassed  and 
understood  by  the  ^Council  it  will  be  found 
preferable  to  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  ade- 
quate to  complete  the  entire  work,  and  not  do  it 
by  piecemeal.  It  has  been  my  own  past  experi- 
ence— and  I  think  it  has  been  rhe  experience  of 
other  members  of  this  Council— that  many 
large  works  have  been  undertaken  by  a  partial 
appropriation,  only  to  be  regretted  before  they 
were  completed.  I  feel  perfectly  satisfied  in  my 
own  mind  tonight  (and  the  more  I  think  of  it  the 
more  I  feel  satisfied)  that  to  construct  this  large 
conduit  as  proposed  from  Farm  Pond  to  Chest- 
nut Hill  Reservoir,  will  render  the  present  con- 
duit from  Lake  Cochituate  to  Chestnut  Hill  Res- 
ervoir unnecessary,  and  will  also  render  unneces- 
sary the  connection  to  be  made  between  Peg  an 
Brook  and  Charles  River.  If  we  do  not  need  more 
than  20,000,000  gallons  a  day,  as  has  been  admitted, 
that  quantity  can  be  brought  through  the  present 
conduit ;  and  when  it  is  admitted  further,  that  the 
present  conduit,  although  exposed  and  in  a  some- 
what dilapidated  condition,  can  be  made  as  good 
as  new  for  $50,000— that  the  work  which  cost 
from  a  million  and  a  half  to  three  quarters  of  a 
million  originally,  after  having  been  in  use  twen- 
ty-eight years,  is  so  good  that  for  $50,000  it  can  be 
made  as  good  as  new— I  think  the  policy  of  the 
city  is  to  lay  another  conduit  as  near  to  it 
as  one  can  be  constructed,  and  then  we 
will  have  two  .as  good  as  new,  and  have 
enough  conducting  capacity  to  supply  the  city  for 
twenty-five  years.  It  is  said  that  by  so  doing  we 
shall  throw  away  the  vast  expenditure  made  on 
the  tunnel  at  Newton.  Whether  or  not  that  work 
was  well  undertaken  1  do  not  know;  but  it  has 
been  undertaken,  and  can  be  utilized  for  this 
same  plan  of  works  which  I  propose.  By  a  very 
slight  change  it  can  be  utilized  for  this  conduit, 
and  it  can  be  further  utilized  for  the  proposed 
conduit  from  Farm  Pond  to  Chestnut  Hill  Reser- 
voir. Both  plans  would  then  be  utilized ;  the  large 
expenditure  already  made  would  be  saved,  and 
utilized"  in  improvements  which  may  be  pro- 
posed in  the  future.  And,  sir,  I  do  feel  that  this 
matter  has  not  been  placed  before  the  City  Coun- 
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cil  in  a  manner  that  is  perfectly  ingenuous.  I  ex- 
pressed this  same  feeling  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Water  Committee.  I  felc  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Water  Board  to  lay  this 
matter  before  the  City  Council  in  such 
a  manner  that  they  could  act  directly  and 
understand™  civ  upon  each  item.  Now,  it  has 
been  said  that  the  Water  Board  cannot  take  cer- 
tain lands  beneath  which  the  present  tunnel  is 
being  constructed  in  Newton.  Well,  it  has  been 
decided  chat  it  is  perfectly  competent  for  the  City 
Council  to  authorize  the  Water  Board  to  take 
those  lands,  and  there  is  no  one  who  doubts  that 
the  City  Council  would  pass  such  a  vote  if  it  was 
asked  for.  The  Water  Board  have  frequently 
admitted  that  they  have  been  trespassing  over 
and  under  people's  property,  and  paying  large 
sums  in  the  settlement  of  damages,  when,  by  a 
simple  older  of  the  City  Council  they  might  have 
been  authorized  to  take  them  legally  and  per- 
manently, and  then  the  city  would  be  called  upon 
to  pay  no  larger  sum  than  a  jury  would  award; 
and  I  think  there  would  be  substantial  economy 
in  so  doini'.  But  now  we  are  asked  to  give  this 
sweeping  authoiity  to  spend  a  large  sum  of 
money,  when  I  do  feel  that  if  the  subject 
should  be  thoroughly  canvassed  a  majority 
of  the  Council  would  •  agree  with  me  that 
the  larger  scheme  is  not  the  one  to  be 
adopted.  I  admit  that  it  is  grand  and  plausible, 
and  perha---s  it  is  encouraging  to  a  man  to  under- 
take large  schemes,  while  it  is  fascinating  to  one 
who  may  like  to  carry  them  out.  But  to  the  tax- 
payers who  have  to  p^y  for  such  great  echemes 
the  prospect  has  not  so  many  favoiable  aspects, 
and  we  have  got  to  tate  the  responsibility  of  in- 
augurating this  great  scheme  for  a  huge  conduit 
or  aqueduct  which  is  to  convey  to  this  great  city 
70.000,000  gallons  of  water  daily,  which  I  feel  is  in 
excess  of  the  demand  of  Boston  for  many  years  to 
come.  Understand  me,  Mr.  President,  that  if 
we  build  this  conduit,  we  shall  have  it  in 
addition  to  the  present  one  (which  is  good 
for  20,000,000  gallons  daily,  by  the  admission  of 
the  engineer),  and  the  Mystic  source,  which  is 
good  for  20,000,000  more.  Now,  sir,  T  desire  to  vote 
for  that  portion  of  this  order  which  confers  suffi- 
cient authority  upon  the  Water  Board  to  take  the 
lands  upon  which  they  are  trespassing  today.  I 
believe  they  should  take  all  the  lands  necessary 
for  the  utilization  of  the  Sudbury  River,  which  is 
now  the  property  of  the  city  and  must  be  paid 
for.  There  has  been  some  question  about  the 
expediency  of  taking  that  source,  and  upon  that 
subject  there  has  been  an  honest  difference  of 
opinion.  But  as  we  examine  into  it  we  find  that  the 
city  has  taken  Sudbury  River  and  is  bouud  to  pay 
for  it.  Having  taken  it  I  think  the  city  is  bound 
to  utilize  it,  and  I  am  willing  to  vote  a  sufficient 
sum  of  monev  to  take  all  the  lands  necessary  for 
the  proper  utilization  of  the  river  as  a  source  of 
supply  for  the  city.  But  I  do  not  feel  willing, 
and  I  think  others  here  are  not  willing,  to  vote 
this  large  sum  to  build  this  conduit  from  Farm 
Pond  to  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10— In  reply  to  the  gen- 
tleman's question,  made  when  he  arose,  why  this 
matter,  which  was  voted  upon  at  the  last  meeting 
of  the  previous  Council— by  which  the  Water 
Board  were  restricted  from  the  spending  of  money 
for  the  building  of  this  conduit; — should  not  be 
brought  up,  and  why  it  was  not  done  then,  I  would 
say  that  it  was  not  done  for  the  very  reason  which 
the  gentleman  urges  tonight.  No  oue  wished  any- 
thing to  be  done  in  a  hurry  and  without  a  full  un- 
derstanding of  the  wants  of  the  city.  It  was  not 
meant  that  they  should  never  build  a  conduit,  or 
never  ask  f 01  money.  I  do  not  think  that  any  gen- 
tleman who  has  been  to  Lake  Cochituate  within  the 
last  fortnight  and  seen  the  state  of  the  water  there, 
and  seen  the  difficulty  in  which  the  city  of  Boston 
has  been  placed— and  we  are  aware  that  Criarles- 
town,  which  depends  upon  the  M>stic  water,  was 
placed  in  almost  as  dangerous  a  position  as  Bos- 
ton—should  hesitate  for  one  moment  in  regard  to 
securing  a  sufficient  supply  at  the  earliest  day.  I 
was  one  of  those  who,  in  the  last  Council,  voted 
against  the  Sudbury  project  until  I  got  all  the  in- 
formation which  1  could  in  regard  to  a  proper 
source  of  supply  for  the  city  of  Boston;  and  when 
I  saw  the  danger  in  which  the  city  of  Boston  had 
been  put  by  the  delay,  then  my  vote  was  changed, 
and  I  voted  for  Sudbury  River  with  the  restric- 
tions put  upon  it  at  that  late  hour.  Since 
then,  I  have  l.ad  an  opportunity,  in  company 
with  a  large  number  of  gentlemen,  to  visit  Lake 
Cochituate,  and  to  have  consultations  with  the 
City  Engineer  and  Water  Registrar,  and  I  think  I 


express  the  opinions  of  very  many  who  agreed 
an,d  voted  with  me  last  year,  when  I  say  it 
is  important  that  power  and  authority  should  be 
given  the  Water  Board  and  City  Engineer  to  go 
forward  at  once  with  this  work.  With  regard  to 
building  another  conduit  from  Lake  Cochit- 
uate to  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir,  that  has  been 
pronounced  by  eminent  engineers  besides  our 
own  as  a  very  dangerous  thing  to  do.  The  ex- 
pense of  building  a  conduit  direct  from  Farm 
Pond  to  the  reservoir  will  be  about  athirJ  more 
than  that  of  constructing  another  from  the 
lake  to  the  reservoir,  provided  they  be  of  the 
same     capacity;    but    by    the     old     route    we 

fet  only  about  three  inches  fall,  while  on  the 
arm  Pond  route  we  shall  have  twelve  inches; 
consequently  we  get  two-thirds  more  carrying 
power  than  if  we  bring  it  bv  the  old  route.  Then 
we  should  n't  save  anything  ir>  land  damages, 
which  are  a  very  great  expense.  The  land 
damages  in  bringing  the  conduit  from  the  lake 
would  probably  be  large,  going,  as  it  would, 
through  towns  now  thickly  settled.  The  land 
damages  we  should  have  to  pay  would  be  more 
than  for  the  whole  line  of  the  Farm  Pond  conduit. 
Then  there  is  a  suggestion  that  a  third  route  to 
the  lake,  independent  from  the  old  one,  can  be 
taken.  But  surveys  have  been  made,  and  it  has 
been  determined  that  only  one  such  route  can 
be  taken,  and  that  is  to  start  from  the 
south  part  of  the  lake,  where  the  surface 
is  lower,  and  the  expense  would  he  as  large  as  by 
the  Farm  Pond  route.  One  reason  why  it  is  better 
to  build  a  conduit  large  enough  to  supplv  the  city 
of  Boston  for  a  long  period  is  that  the  first  cost  is 
so  little  more  than  it  wouid  be  to  construct 
another  one  twenty  five  years  from  now;  so  that 
it  is  better  economy  to  build  a  large  one  now,  than 
to  have  to  construct  another  one  at  that  time. 
This  conduit  is  planned  so  that  if  we  have  to  pro- 
cure a» supply  from  Charles  River,  in  case  the 
Sudbury  is  not  large  enough — or  in  case  we  have 
to  go  to  the  Memmac  River — it  will  be  of  ample 
size  to  supply  the  city.  It  is  true,  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  "Ward  12  says,  the  present  conduit 
can  be  repaired  for  $50,000;  and  he  asks,  why 
do  you  want  another  conduit  so  soon?  We 
have  just  had  a  severe  drought,  and  we  may  have 
another  Dext  year;  if  we  delay  giving  the  Water 
Board  money  enough  to  lav  out  reservoirs  and  to 
build  a  conduit  tor  twelve  or  twenty- four  months, 
it  will  be  a  long  while  before  we  can  aet  the  water 
to  the  city  of  Boston  through  the  new  conduit, 
and  we  may  have  another  drought,  as  we  had  this 
year,  and  then  our  increased  quantity  of  water 
will  be  of  no  use.  In  the  committee  the  gentle- 
man, who  is  an  engineer,  was  asked  to  show  some 
plan.  He  offered  no  objections  till  the  vote  was 
taken.  Then  he  was  asked  to  make  some  state- 
ment hew  this  thing  could  be  done  cheaper;  but 
he  did  not,  and  now  he  comes  in  here  and  opposes 
the  passage  of  this  order,  and  objects  to 
the  general  plan,  but  he  gives  us  nothing- 
better.  We  have  an  engineer  employed  by  the 
city  of  Boston  to  look  into  this  matter ;'  his  figures 
are  here  and  his  opinion  is  entitled  to  a  good  deal 
of  weight,  and  I  think  we  should  not  throw  out 
his  suggestions  without  giving-  some  good  reasons. 
If  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  can  show  any 
good  reason  why  this  project  should  be  delayed,  I 
shall  be  glad  to  have  Mm' do  so.  But  I  don't'think 
he  has  or  can  give  good  reasons.  I  hope  ihe 
Council  will  pass  this  order  tonight,  that  the 
Water  Board  and  Engineer  may  prosecute  the 
work  of  building  this  conduit. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6— Those  members  who 
were  here  last  year,  and  those  who  are  conversant 
with  our  proceedings,  must  be  well  aware  that 
this  water  question  has  been  before  the  City 
Council  off  and  on— if  I  may  be  allowed  to  use  such 
an  expression — for  a  year  and  a  half.  One  great 
difference  of  opinion  was  as  to  the  line  to  be 
adopted  for  the  new  conduit.  At  the  end  of  last 
year  the  Council  determined — because  of  the 
drought  probably  more  than  for  any  other  reason, 
but  still  they  determined— that  they  would  take 
Sudbury  River.  It  was  taken,  and  the  subject 
was  left  so  that  the  line  of  the  conduit  should  be 
deteimined  in  the  future— and  not,  as  my  friend 
from  Ward  12  says,  that  there  should  be  no  con- 
duit. It  was  "provided  that  until  the  further 
ordering  of  the  City  Council,  no  lands 
should  be  taken  for  tne  construction  of  the 
conduit  from  Farm  Pond  to  Chestnut  Hill  Reser- 
voir, and  no  money  beyond  the  present  appropria- 
tion shall  be  expended."  The  line  from  Farm 
Pond  to  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir  was  recommend- 
ed by  the  City  Engineer  and  all  of  the  Water  Com- 
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mittee  except  one  gentleman.  Now,  it  is  admitted, 
that  we  need  another  conduit;  whether  we  take 
the  line  proposed  by  the  committee  or  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12,  or  the  third  toute,"  we  need 
a  new  conduit.  The  present  conriuit  is  not  large 
enough  to  bring  to  the  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir  the 
daily  supply  which  the  city  uses;  and  that  is  the 
chief  reason  why  it  is  import  an:  to  have  the  new 
conduit  commenced  at  once.  Drought  or  no 
drought,  we  need  a  conduit  or  aque  met  which 
will  bring  enough  water  to  the  city  of  Boston  to 
supply  the  daily  wants  of  its  inhabitants. 
Now,  if  I  understand  the  arentleman  from  Ward 
12  correctly,  he  favors  the  construction  of  the 
reservoirs,  which  he  and  the  committee  say  are 
necessary,  and  should  be  constiucted  at  once.  He 
says,  too',  that  the  siphon  across  Charles  River 
ought  to  be  constructed  at  once.  The  only  ques- 
tion left  then,  as  it  seems  to  me,  for  the  Council  co 
deteimine,  is  which  shall  be  the  line  of  the  con- 
duit. I  canrot  think  there  is  any  question  about 
the  necessity  for  a  new  conduit.  I  do  not  believe 
there  is  any  doubt  upon  that  point  in  tl  e  minds 
of  five  gentlemen  in  this  room;  the  simple 
question  is,  which  is  the  proper  line?  The 
reports  before  us  last  year  gave  the  fig- 
ures of  the  cost  of  conduits  by  the  old 
and  new  route.  I  have  not  them  in  memory, 
but  it  has  been  admitted  that  we  should  have  a 
conduit  large  enough  to  bring  water  into  Boston 
so  as  not  to  have  to  build  another  one  m  the 
course  of  a  few  years,  and  to  do  that  the  only  line 
we  can  adopt  is  the  one  from  Farm  Pond  to 
Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir.  If  we  take  the  line  by 
the  s;de  of  the  present  conduit,  we  shall  build  a 
smaller  one  than  we  will  if  we  adopt  the  new  line. 
Secondly,  that  conduit  must  be  broughr.  up 
nearer  the  top  of  Lake  Cochituate,  and  if  the 
water  should  get  helow  it  of  course  we  shall  be 
able  to  draw  no  water  through  it.  If  we  are  com- 
pelled to  keep  Lake  Cochituate  full  of  water  to 
supply  that  conduit,  then  we  should  lose  so  much 
of  the  storage  capacity  of  the  lake  as  lies  be- 
tween the  depth?  of  the  old  and  new  con- 
duits. That  was  one  reason  urged  by  the  City 
Engineer  and  Water  Commiitee  last  year  why  the 
Farm  Pond  line  of  conduit  should  be  adopted. 
Another  reason  why  the  Farm  Pond  line  should 
be  adopted  was,  that  if  you  build  another  conduit 
from  the  lake  to  the  reservoir,  then  all  the  water 
of  the  Sudbury  River  must  go  through  the  lake; 
while  if  you  build  by  the  Farm  Pond  line,  then 
you  can  bring  the  Sudbury  water  into  the  city  in- 
dependent ot  the  lake,  so  that  if  Sudbury  River 
water  is  not  in  a  condition  to  use,  we  can  draw 
temporarily  from  the  reservoir  and  the  luke. 
Gentlemen  will  remember  that  this  question 
was  among  those  put  to  the  Medical  Commis- 
sion, and  they  decided  that  if  you  are 
going  to  take  Sudbury  River,  they '  do  not 
see  any  advantage,  but  the  reverse,  in 
bringing  the  Sudbury  River  water  through  Lake 
Cochituate.  Those,  briefly,  are  the  reasons  why 
the  Farm  Pond  line  should  be  selected.  But, 
whether  we  select  that  line,  or  a  new  one,  I  hope, 
for  one,  that  there  will  be  no  delay.  It  is  import- 
ant that  this  order,  or  one  providing  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  conduit,  should  be  passed  at  a  very 
early  day.  We  are  now  approaching  the  middle 
of  February  ;  as  soon  as  spring  opens  we  ouaht  to 
commence  work  somewhere,  upon  some  line.  We 
ought  to  take  all  the  time  required  to  discuss 
these  two  lines;  but  if  we  cause  unnecessary  de- 
lay, perhaps  we  shall  throw  the  beginning 
of  this  work  over  into  another  spring.  I 
think  there  is  not  a  citizen  of  Boston  but 
who  feels  that  during  this  year  some  pro- 
gress ought  to  be  made  towards  getting  an  inde- 
pendent supoly  of  water  into  Boston  at  the  ear- 
liest possible  moment.  For  one,  having  thor- 
oughly considered  this  matter,  and  listened  with 
pleasure  to  the  arguments  of  many  gentlemen 
last  year,  I  have  fully  made  up  my  mind,  and 
doubt  not  that  many  others  have  done  the  same.  If 
there  should  be  any  number  of  gentlemen  who 
desire  longer  time  to  consider  this  matter,  of 
course  we  ought,  in  courtesy,  to  nostnone  the 
vote  upon  this  question  until  another  meeting;  if 
not,  I  hope  the  vote  will  be  taken  tonight,  as  I  be- 
lieve a  majority  of  the  members  are  ready  to  act 
upon  this  question. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9— Since  we  were  driven 
by  what  seemed  to  be  rot  only  an  unfortunate  but 
an  absolute  necessity  to  adopt  Sudbury  River  as  a 
source  of  water  supply,  and  are  obliged  to  pay  for 
it,  I  think  we  all  agree  that  we  should  utilize  it  in 
such  a  way  that  Boston  shall  no  longer  suffer  for 
want  of  water;  that  we  shall    have  water  to  use 


for  our  fountains,  manufactures  and  other  desira- 
ble put  poses.  So  long  as  we  have  to  pay  for  an 
ample  quantity  o*  water  we  wanl  the  use  and  en- 
joyment of  it;  and  I  suppose  that  we  shall  all 
agree  that  we  do  need  some  kind  of  a  conduit  to 
give  us  an  ample  enjoyment  and  use  of  that  water 
for  which  we  have  to  pay.  I  have  had  a  strong- 
feeling  that  there  was  a  great  deal  of  merit  in  the 
project  advocated  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12.  It  certainly  had  the  recommendation  of  econo- 
my, aud  one  of  my  reasons  for  being  unwilling  to 
vote  for  the  Farm  Pond  conduit  last 
year  was  that  I  hoped  we  should  have 
a  thorough  investigation  of  this  subject.  I 
saw  with"  great  pleasure  that  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  was  placed  upon  the  Commit- 
tee on  Water,  and  also  that  the  committee  under- 
went, ac  the  commencement  of  the  year,  almost  a 
total  change.  Not  that  I  had  a  lack  of  confidence 
in  the  gentlemen  composing  the  committee  of  last 
year;  but  I  thought  perhaps  they  might  have  an 
undue  bias  towards  a  scheme  which  they  had 
been  looking  into  so  long.  I  was  glad,  therefore, 
that  the  committee  was  almost  entirely  new,  and 
I  urged  upon  my  friend  on  my  left  [Mr.  Sweet- 
ser]  that  this"  plan  of  constructing  another 
conduit  to  the  lake  should  be  "thorough- 
ly investigated,  and  he  Assured  me  that  he  would 
give  it  as  com plete  an  examination  as  he  could. 
Now,  that  committee  have  reported  in  favor  of 
the  Farm  Pond  conduit,  precisely  as  last  year's 
committee  did.  The  result  is  that  it  is  approved 
by  the  Mayor  and  has  received  a  unanimous  vote 
in  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  Now,  under  those  cir- 
cumstances, what  will  be  the  result  if  we  refuse 
to  vote  for  the  appropriation,  or  let  it  lie  upon 
the  table  permanently  and  keep  it  here?  Of 
course,  the  work  will  be  at  a  standstill.  There  is 
not  the  slightest  probability  that  all  these  powers 
in  the  Government  will  turn  to  another  scheme. 
My  own  little  experience  in  such  affairs  is,  that 
while  this  Council  is  very  strong  to  defeat  a 
scheme  which  does  not  meet  its  approval, 
it  has  very  little  power  to  get  the  other  branches 
to  adopt  another  scheme.  Now,  the  question  is, 
is  it  advisable  to  be  still  duting  the  coming  sum- 
mer, wu?n  I  think  it  will  be  agreed  that  probably 
labor  will  be  cheaper  than  it  is  likely  to  be  in 
many  years,  and  the  cost  of  construction  will 
probably  be  lower  than  in  any  other  season  for 
many  "years.  Money  is  now  so  easy  that  city 
bonds  sold  in  the  market  a  few  days  ago  at  lOS1^, 
the  highest  price  for  many  years;  last  year  they 
were  about  98.  That  makes  a  marked  difference 
also  in  favor  of  this  year  for  the  work,  while  if 
we  lie  still  we  must  lose  the  enjoyment  of  this 
water  that  we  have  to  pay  tor.  Under  all  those 
circumstances,  with  so  little  to  be  accomplished 
by  delay,  aud  so  little  actual  fact  adduced  in  be- 
half of  the  smaller  conduit  to  Lake  Cochituate,  it 
seems  to  me  to  be,  on  the  whole,  wisest  to  vote 
for  the  appropriation. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12 — I  desire  to  place  myself 
right  before  the  Council,  because  it  would  seem 
by  the  remarks  of  mv  colleague  [Mr.  Sweetser], 
on  the  committee,  that  I  have  been  derelict  in  my 
duty.  I  do  not  admit  that  I  am  in  that  position. 
I  do  not  think  any  gentleman  is  bound  to  present 
an  elaborate  plan  ac  his  own  expense,  when  he 
undertakes  to  dissect  one  before  the  City  Govern- 
ment. I  discussed  the  subject  in  committee  as  I 
have  before  the  Council,  I  asked  questions  which 
indicated  the  line  of  thought  which  occupied  my 
mind.  There  is  no  present  exigency,  in  my  judg- 
ment, for  bringing  this  large  supply  of  water  to 
the  city  of  Boston.  If  it  is  to  be  decided  that 
we  do  not  need  70,000,000  gallons  daily, 
why  should  we  have  it  now?  The  Water 
Register  was  present  at  the  committee  meeting, 
and  showed  me  that  20,000,000  gallons  daily 
would  be  ample  for  twenty- five  years.  Now  the 
question  is,  Are  we  anxious  to  provide  a  supply 
of  water  which  will  last  longer  than  twenty-five 
years?  If  we  are,  then  the  matter  assumes 
another  phase.  If  it  is  a  matter  of  volume,  then 
there  is  no  choice  but  to  take  the  more  expensive 
scheme.  No  matter  what  the  obstacles  are  on 
any  route,  they  can  he  overcome.  The  City  Engi- 
neer assured  me  and  stated  to  the  committee  that, 
by  the  plan  which  I  suggested,  and  which  seems 
to  be  reasonable  and  proper,  at  least  a  million  and 
a  half  or  three  quarters  could  be  saved.  Now  the 
question  resolves  itself  into  this,  Shall  we  appro- 
priate money  to  procure  70,000,000  daily  when  we 
need  only  20,000,000?  If  it  is  desired  to 
put  the  whole  into  one  order,  and  vote 
for  all  these  things  at  once,  I  shall  vote 
no.    If  it  is  left  to  us  to  pass   upon  these  things 
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separate  from  each  other,  I  will  vote  for  some  of 
them.  I  have  been  drawn  into  such  things  too 
many  times.  It  was  the  case  when  they  brought  in 
the  Lake  Oochituate  plan;  they  first  asked  for 
$900,000;  when  that  was  gone  through  with  they 
asked  for  $500,000  more.  Then  I  urged  that  the 
work  should  be  done  by  contract.  After  that 
money  was  spent  they  came  in  and  said  there 
had  been  some  miscalculation  and  some  change 
of  plans,  and  they  wanted  another  half  million, 
and  so  on.  till  the  work  which  was  to  be  doi.e  for 
$1,500,000  cost  $2,500,000.  It  is  my  candid  opinion 
that  the  result  will  be  the  same  in  this 
case.  Now,  if  what  we  want  is  an  ade- 
quate supply  of  water  and  no  more— and 
20,000,000  gallons  a  day  is  enough  for  twenty  years, 
the  Water  Registrar  says ;  then  a  conduit  that 
will  last  twenty-five  years  is  large  enough,  and  the 
proper  place  to  put  it  is  alongside  of  the  old  one. 
The  city  owns  much  of  that  land — I  cannot  get  a 
definite  statement,  the  last  time  I  asked  for  the 
plans  I  was  told  they  were  being  bound — and  that 
will  be  a  saving  of  half  a  million.  The  matter  of  the 
conduit  is  not  a  question  of  supply.  I  sufficiently 
indicated  in  the  committee  that  I  believed  in 
so  utilizing  these  sources  as  to  get  as  large  a  sup- 
ply as  we  may  want.  But  the  connection  between 
Farm  Pond  and  the  lake,  as  it  is  today,  will  sup- 
ply Lake  Cochituate  and  keep  it  full.  This 
temporary  con  emit  can  be  improved  and  made 
permanent  at  a  slight  expense,  and  then  we 
can  bring  the  SudDury  water  here  by  the 
proposed  conduit.  The  first  thing  is  to  get 
the  water,  and  then  to  bring  it  here.  If  the  ques- 
tion is,  Shall  we  furnish  a  water  supply  for  all 
time?  then  I  am  content,  and  we  must  have  a 
large  volume  of  water.  But  it  does  seem  too  bad 
to  plunge  into  this  excessive  expense  simply  to 
enjoy  this  large  amount  of  water  that  is  not  need- 
ed. *I  believe  in  a  large  and  adequate  supply  of 
water.  It  was  testified  by  the  Water  Registrar 
that  20,000,000  gallons  will  be  ample  for  twenty- 
five  years.  If  this  matter  is  pressed  tonisrht,  I 
shall  feel  constrained  to  vote  against  the  orders, 
because  I  shall  not  vote  for  what  I  believe  is  an 
unnecessary  expense.  It  is  linked  with  that  which 
I  believe  to  be  right  and  just  and  should  be 
adopted.  I  am  not  in  the  health  and  strength 
to  take  the  initiative  in  this  matter,  but 
I  felt  it  my  duty  to  express  my  views  to  the  Coun- 
cil. There  are  two  points  in  these  orders  that  I 
approve  of  and  which  are  essential  to  the  devel- 
opment of  the  source  of  supply.  The  question  is 
as  to  the  method  of  bringing  this  water  to  the 
city.  I  am  in  favor  of  doing  that  at  a  reasonable 
expense,  but  I  am  opposed  to  any  unnecessary  and 
excessive  expenditure. 

Mr.  Parker  of  Ward  14—1  should  like  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12,  who  is  an  engineer,  to  state 
how  he  thinks  a  new  conduit  could  be  laid  beside 
the  old  one  with  perfect  safety. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12— It  is  n't  necessary  to 
build  it  within  a  specified  area.  It  might  be  sev- 
eral feet  or  less ;  no  man  would  put  it  within  six 
feet  when  he  had  thirty.  On  most  of  the  line 
there  is  no  practical  difficulty  in  putting  it  within 
as  small  a  distance  as  six  feet  from  the  old  con- 
duit, though  I  could  not  give  any  definite  distance 
now.  The  City  Engineer  has  stated  that  it  could 
be  pul  within  a  distance  of  thirty  feet.  There 
would  be  no  greater  difficulty  in  building  one 
conduit  beside  another  than  there  is  in  building 
one  sewer  beside  another.  It  is  done  every  day. 
Both  would  be  full  of  water,  and  botn  are  made 
of  the  same  material,  and  one  is  about  as  large 
as  the  other. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10— Mr.  Chesbrough  of 
Chicago  was  in  this  citv  a  fortnight  since,  and  the 
question  was  asked  him  if  it  would  be  safe  to 
build  a  new  conduit  beside  the  present  one.  His 
reply  was  that  no  engineer  would  allow  such  a 
thing  to  be  done,  for  it  would  not  be  safe.  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  makes  a  misstatement, 
though  unintentionally  probably,  when  he  says 
we  are  spending  money  here  to  oring  70,000,000 

§allons  into  Boston.  We  are  spending  money  to 
ring  40,000  000  into  Boston.  We  shall  have  to 
spend  money  to  bring  70,000,000  hers  when  the  res- 
ervoirs are  buile;  and  while  we  are  building  this 
conduit  we  want  to  make  it  of  such  a  capacity 
that  it  will  conduct  the  supply  from  those  reser- 
voirs. But  the  expense  we  are  providing  for  now 
is  for  40,000,000  gallons. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  believe  my  statement  is  correct. 
The  conduit  is  for  70,000,000  gallons,  and  not  for 
40,000,000. 

Mr.  Sweetser— We  are  building  reservoirs  for 
40,000,000  gallons,  and  a  conduit  for  70,000,000,  in- 


stead of  having  to  construct  another  conduit  a 
few  years  hence  in  order  to  biing  that  quantity 
into  the  ciiy  of  Boston. 

Mr.Leighton  of  Ward  1— I  think  that  a  plentiful 
supjely  of  pure  water  is  important  and  something 
that,  the  city  of  Boston  should  have.  But  before 
we  expend  so  large  a  sum  of  money  for  an  addi- 
tional supply  of  water  I  think  we  should 
adopt  mtasures  for  the  purification  of  the  pres- 
ent supply.  According  to  the  report  of  the  Medi- 
cal Commission  I  find  that  the  Sudbury 
needs  purification  before  it  will  be  fit 
for  domestic  use ;  and  the  Mystic  is  entirely 
unfit  for  domestic  purposes,  according  to  that  re- 
port. If  gentlemen  will  take  the  trouble  to  read 
that  report  they  will  find  that  the  Mystic  is  almost 
poisonous.  I  think  this  question  should  be  divid- 
ed, and  that  we  should  act  upon  the  storage  basins 
and  proper  means  of  purification  first. 

Mt.  Crocker  of  Ward  6— In  regard  to  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  about  the  purification  of 
the  water,  it  will  ta^e  two  or  three  years  to  build 
this  aqueduct,  which  will  be  time  enough  to  allow 
the  water  to  purify  before  it  is  brought  in.  The 
objection  of  the  gentleman  fiom  Ward  12  is  that 
the  expense  of  this  Faim  Pond  conduit  is  un- 
necessary at  the  present  time.  Plainly  it  is  not. 
The  city  voted  last  year  to  take  Sudbury  River, 
and  the  question  now  comes  up,  In  what 
way  shall  we  bring  the  water  into  the 
city?  It  is  important  that  we  should  come  to  an 
early  decision  upon  this  question.  It  is  admitted 
on  all  hands  that  the  present  aqueduct  is  running- 
full,  and  carrying  more  gallons  per  oay  than  was 
ever  intended,  and  it  is  liable  to  break  down  at 
any  moment,  especially  if  forced  beyond  its  pres- 
ent capacity.  If  that  happens,  in  my  opinion,  be- 
fore this  new  conduit  is  built,  the  city  of  Boston 
will  be  in  a  bad  predicament,  having  nothing  to 
bring  the  water  into  the  city  with,  although  it  has 
plenty  of  water  twenty  or  thirty  miles  out  of  the 
city.  For  that  reason  it  is  plain  to  me  that  we 
should  be  prompt  in  providing  the  means  to 
brmg  -this  water  to  Boston,  and  not  let  this  sum- 
mer be  frittered  away  in  talk,  so  that  in  the 
course  of  two  or  three  years  we  may  have 
an  ample  and  sufficient  supply  —  so  that  we 
may  not  only  have  what  we  now  have— a  conduit 
forced  beyond  its  capacitj  to  bring  what  we  need 
— but  that  we  may  be  able  to  extend  our  pipes  in- 
to Brighton  and  West  Roxbury,  and  promptly 
answer  the  calls  for  water  for  all  sorts  of  mechan- 
ical purposes,  and  which  have  to  be  refused.  All 
the  reasons  show  that  we  need  a  new  conduit  that 
will  give  a  greater  supply  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. Then  the  question  arises,  Which  is 
the  right  way  to  bring  it?  That  is  a  com- 
plicated questiou,  Which  is  the  best  line 
for  the  conduit?  involving  many  considerations, 
all  of  which  are  difficult  for  us  to  appreciate.  But 
there  are  a  few  considerations  which  can  easily 
be  understood.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
says  it  is  perfectly  easy  to  build  a  conduit 
alongside  of  the  old  one,  because  it  is  easy  to 
build  a  sewer  alongside  of  another  one.  If  he 
bases  his  faith  in  a  new  conduit  beside  the  old 
one  on  the  pressure  of  the  sewer,  it  seems  plain  to 
me  his  whole  foundation  is  not  sound,  and  that  we 
should  not  trust  him  or  his  scheme  for  a  moment. 
Gentlemen  know  very  well  that  a  sewer  runs  with 
very  little  water  in  it,  and  if  another  one  breaks 
down  beside  it  there  is  no  particular  harm  done; 
it  can  be  repairpd  very  easily  with  a  few  bricks. 
But  if  the  old  conduit,  running  under  pressure 
wit"-  20,000,000  gallons  a  day,  should  break,  aud 
all  Lake  Cochituate  begins  to  run  out  of  the 
opening,  how  is  that  to  be  stopped?  It 
has  to  be  telegraphed  to  the  station  be- 
fore the  water  can  be  shut  off,  and  gentlemen 
know  the  immense  damage  water  does  if  it  is  run 
under  pressure.  If  the  supports  of  this  old  con- 
duit give  way,  there  would  be  an  immense  rush  of 
water,  and  a  large  amount  of  mischief  would  be 
done.  Then  suppose  the  new  conduit  success* 
fully  built  Deside  the  old  one,  is  n't  it  plain  that, 
with  the  two  in  such  dangerous  proximity,  if  a 
break  should  occur,  the  new  one  would  be  dam- 
aged and  the  supply  of  the  city  cut  off?  while  if 
one  sewer  breaks,  the  water  from  that  could  be 
carried  off  by  the  other  one.  If  we  have  a  conduit 
by  anindependentroute.whenonebreaksthe  city's 
supply  is  safe.  It  is  plain  to  me  that  the  route 
by  the  side  of  the  old  one  is  hot  the  proper  route. 
It  is  not  safe  to  build  it  so,  and  it  would  not  be 
safe  after  it  was  built.  With  regard  to  taking 
the  Faim  Pond  route,  the  question  comes  as  to 
the  size  of  the  conduit.  Gentlemen,  understand 
that  while  you  are  building  a  conduit  it  will  not 
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add  seriously  to  the  expense  to  make  it  twice  the 
size  and  carry  tour  times  the  amount  of  water  we 
need,  and  then  we  shall  be  ready  for  the  future. 
It  seems  to  me  that  it  would  not  be  desirable  to 
cut  down  the  size  of  the  conduit.  It  will  take  a 
little  mote  bricks  and  labor,  but  the  increased  ex- 
pense for  a  larger  conduit  will  not  be  by  any 
means  disproportionate  to  the  larger  supply 
obtained.  Then  we  shall  have  by  that  con- 
duit the  means  of  bringing  an  ample  supply  to 
Boston,  even  if  Lake  Cochituate  and  the  Mystic 
should  give  out.  Gentlemen  should  consider  that 
this  matter  requires  a  two- thirds  vote.  I  suppose 
there  is  no  question  that  the  scheme  for  bringing 
the  water  by  the  old  line  of  conduit  cannot  com- 
mand a  two'-thiidsvote  in  this  branch.  The  ques- 
tion is  between  this  scheme  and  no  water  at  all, 
or  a  postponement  of  the  whole  question.  It  is 
not  a  question  of  a  majority  on  one  side  or  the 
other;  it  is  a  question  of  setting  a  two-thirds  vote, 
which  we  must  get  or  postpone  this  whole  matter. 
I  believe  that  the  only  plan  for  a  conduit  which 
can  commaud  a  two-thirds  vote  is  that  from  Farm 
Pond. 

Mr.  Day  of  Ward  1— To  show  that  only  a  slight 
excess  of  water  over  that  in  the  lake  is  needed,  I 
will  call  the  attention  of  members  to  page  34  of 
Cicv  Document  No.  29  of  1873: 

"To  secure  the  estimated  supply  of  40,000,000 
gallons  per  day,  seven  nt-w  storage  reservoirs  or 
basins  are  required,  as  has  been  before  demon- 
strated. It  will  be  many  years  before  such  a  sup- 
ply is  needed.  For  a  while  the  Sudbury  water  will 
be  used  for  short  periods  in  each  year  only,  to  tide 
over  the  times  when  there  is  a  deficisawy  or  some 
temporary  impurity  in  the  '""ochituate  supply." 

Now,  sir,  as  the  city  is  now  supplied  with  the 
water  of  Sudbury  River,  and  as  there  is  no  danger 
of  a  water  famine,  and  as  this  is  too  important  a 
matter  to  be  passed  upon  tonight,  I  move  that  it 
be  sp<  cially  assigned  to  next  Thursday  evening  at 
8%  o'clock. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  W  rd  9—1  hope  the  motion  to  as- 
sign will  not  prevail.  It  seems  to  be  forgotten 
that  this  subject  is  not  a  new  one.  It  has  been 
thoroughly  discussed  for  two  years.  All  the  evi- 
dence that  can  be  produced  in  regard  to  the  mat- 
ter has  been  brought  forward,  and,  as  has  been 
said  tonight,  all  aie  substantially  agreed  up- 
on the  course  to  be  pursued.  That  being 
the  case,  we  have  nothing  to  set  against 
it  except  opinions  not  supported  by  evi- 
dence. The  evidence  has  not  been  adduced  and 
we  should  not  set  up  our  opinions  against  the 
mass  of  evidence  we  have  here.  If  this  order  is 
not  passed  it  simply  means  delay.  It  is  n't  possi- 
ble that  all  the  evidence  brought  here  can  be  ig- 
nored, or  that  the  gentlemen  having  the  subject 
in  charge  will  change  their  opinions.  Every  gen- 
tleman here  thinks  delay  is  dangerous.  I  don't 
propose  to  go  into  this  matter,  as  it  has  been 
thoroughly  discussed,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  two 
or  three  points  in  favor  of  the  plan  should  be  al- 
luded to.  First,  the  increase  in  grade;  instead  of 
three  inches  in  height  we  get  twelve.  Every  en- 
gineer will  see  that  is  a  great  advantage.  Next, 
if  the  conduit  is  carried  to  the  lake,  the  grade 
of  the  present  one  must  be  followed,  and  the 
grade  is  such  that  the  new  one  will  inev- 
itably be  thrown  in  close  juxtaposition  to  the  old 
one.  That  is  stated  by  all  engineers  to  be  danger- 
ous, and  it  does  n't  require  special  knowledge  of 
engineering  to  see  that.  Another  advantage  is 
that  the  Farm  Pond  source  will  be  independent, 
and  as  this  matter  has  been  fully  discussed,  I  hope 
the  orders  will  be  acted  upon  tonight. 

Mr.  Harrigan  of  Ward  1 — I  agree  with  my  col- 
league from  Ward  1  in  regard  to  this  matter.  I 
have  n't  had  time  to  post  myself  upon  these  con- 
duits and  siphons,  or  any  of  those  things,  as  I 
probably  ought  to  do.  But  I  know  something  of  the 
water  1  am  compel'ed  to  use  and  would  like  to  see 
the  City  Government  puiify  it.  I  don't  wish  to  be 
understood  as  opposing  any  plan  for  the  city  of 
Boston  enjoying  ample  water  facilities;  but  I  do 
think  it  is  due  to  the  new  members  that  they  may 
hear  the  reasons  given  by  the  older  heads,  and 
then  they  would  vote  more  understaDdingly— 
I  should,  I  know.  As  the  matter  is  tonight 
I  must  vote  against  it.  I  have  the  utmost  confi- 
dence in  the  eentleman  from  "Ward  12,  who  is  an 
engineer,  and  he  has  met  my  ideas  of  this  water 
business.  But  there  are  other  gentlemen  who 
think  they  are  engineers,  and  tell  about  building- 
sewers,  and  I  think  they  know  less  about  it  than 
the  gentleman  who  has  given  his  views  here  to- 
night, and  I  am  willing  to  take  his  word. 


Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11— I  trust  some  action  may 
be  taken  tonight.  From  the  very  nature  of  the 
case  it  is  utterly  impossible  for  many  members  to 
know  anything  of  the  matter  personally.  Wh  at- 
ever  we  know  comes  from  the  engineers.  The  sub- 
ject has  been  under  discussion  two  years,  and 
there  are  large  documents  containing  details  of 
all  the  schemes  proposed.  If  gentlemen  wished  to 
post  themselves  they  have  had  time  during  the 
astfew  years. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald—  I  hope  nothing  will  be  done  this 
evening,  and  if  the  gentleman  last  up  desires  to 
go  it  blind,  I  do  not.  I  do  not  propose  to  indorse 
the  report  of  the  ccminittee  or  an  engineer  until 
I  have  examined  it.  I  understand  that  this  con- 
duit will  not  be  finished  for  two  years,  so  that  the 
delay  of  a  week  or  two  will  make  no  difference  in 
the  procuring  of  the  water.  I  am  heartily  in  fa- 
vor of  bringing  an  adequate  supply  of  water  to 
Boston,  but  1  submit  that  there  is  no  occasion  for 
ruslliLgit  through.  I  want  to  vote  for  it,  and  I 
think  I  shall  be  better  prepared  after  a  week's 
delay  than  lam  now. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10— It  is  due  to  the  mem- 
bers not  posLed  on  this  subject  that  the  order 
should  lie  over.  It  should  not  be  forced,  and  I 
hope  it  will  be  postponed  till  next  Thursday,  and 
that  gentlemen  will  take  pains  topost  themselves. 
If  they  will  call  on  Mr.  Davis  I  think  they  will 
learn  something  of  the  needs  of  the  city  that  they 
do  not  know. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  agree  with  the  request 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  who  is  a  minority 
of  the  committee,  and  for  that  reason  I  would 
support  his  motion.  He  is  the  only  member  of 
the  committee  who  is  an  engineer  by  profession, 
and  be  has  undertaken  to  give  some  reasons,  and 
asks  that  it  be  postponed  another  week.  I  listened 
to  everything  said  last  year,  but  a  majority  of  the 
Council  did  not.  I  see  a  member  of  the  Council 
from  the  Sixth  Ward  [Mr.  Crocker],  get  up  here 
and  at  one  fell  swoop  blot  out  of  exiter.ee  the 
gentleman's  idea  that  a  conduit  can  be  built 
beside  the  old  one,  when  an  engineer  of  the 
city  told  me  last  year  it  could  be  done.  I  am  pre- 
pared to  vote  for  an  appropriation  for  water  sup- 
ply, but  not  tonight,  when  gentlemen  make  a  re- 
quest to  have  it  lie  over,  and  I  believe  the  people 
of  Boston  are  in  favor  of  giving  him  time.  He 
has  given  new  and  substantial  reasons  tonight 
which  are  worthy  of  consideration. 

Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11— I  wish  to  say  that  in 
what  I  said  I  had  no  intention  of  conveying  the 
idea  thac  I  was  willing  to  go  it  blind  in  this  mat- 
ter. But  it  is  a  subject  upon  which  we  have  to 
go  it  blind,  so  to  speak.  Probably  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  is  the  only  one  who  has  any  knowl- 
edge of  engineering,  and  is  able  to  judge  of  it 
from  practical  information.  What  I  meant  to 
say  was  that  all  our  evidence  must  necessarily  be 
cumulative. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6 — I  don't  know  that  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  5  meant  me,  but  I  am 
confident  I  did  not  say  it  was  impossible 
to  build  a  conduit  beside  the  old  one. 
What  I  did  say  was,  I  considered  that 
it  would  be  unsafe  to  attempt  to  build 
one  by  the  side  of  the  old  one,  and  if  it  was  built, 
that  both  conduits  would  be  in  an  unsafe  condi- 
tion. I  enforced  my  argument  by  referring  to  that 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  who  said 
you  could  build  a  sewer  beside  another 
one,  because  it  was  done  every  day,  and  there 
is  no  trouble.  These  are  two  very  different  matters. 
If  the  gentleman  from  Ward"  12  believes  that  a 
conduit  beside  the  old  one  will  be  no  more  unsafe 
than  one  sewer  beside  another,  I  think  we  have 
evidence  enough  to  show  that  he  is  mis- 
taken. The  sewer  has  but  little  water,  the 
conduit  has  20,000,000  gallons,  passing  through  it 
daily;  if  the  sewer  breaks  no  great  farm  is  done; 
if  the  conduit  breaks  an  immense  amount  of  mis- 
chief will  be  done  before  the  water  can  be  shut 
off.  That  one  conduit  could  be  built  beside  an- 
other I  have  no  doubt. 

The  motion  to  specially  assign  prevailed. 

»  BADGES. 

The  motion  for  the  reconsideration  of  the  vote 
whereby  was  rejected  the  order  lor  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  special  committee  to  procure  badges 
for  such  members  of  the  Common  Council  as  de- 
sire them,  at  a  cost  not  to  exceed  $15  for  each 
badge,  was  considered  under  the  head  of  unfin- 
ished business,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of 
Ward  7,  the  subject  was  specially  assigned  to 
Thursday  next,  at  8  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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ELECTIONS. 

The  following-  elections  were  held. 

Superintendent  of  Common  and  Public  Grounds. 
Messrs.  Noyes  o t  Ward  5,  Perkins  of  Ward  16, 
and  Sibley  of  Ward  20  were  appointed  a  commit- 
tee to  collect  and  count  votes. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16— Before  proceeding  to 
this  election  I  desire  to  state  that  I  understand 
that  a  letter  has  heeu  written  either  to  the  com- 
mittee who  made  this  nomination  [Mr.  John  Gal- 
vin]  or  else  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Common,  by  some  one  of  the  gentlemen 
who  sent  a  petition  for  the  election  of 
Mr.  Hermann  Grundel  to  the  position  of 
Superintendent  of  Common  and  Public  Grounds, 
desiring  to  withdraw  his  recommendation 
for  Mr.  Grundel,  and  it  has  been  stated 
around  city  hall  and  among  the  people  that  the 
reasons  which  induced  him  to  take  that  action 
were  such  that  would  preclude  any  gentleman 
who  had  not  made  a  thorough  investigation  of  all 
the  facts  in  the  case  from  voting  for  Mr.  Grundell 
for  this  position.  Such  being  the  fact,  and  as  I 
desire  to  have  fair  play  prevail  in  this  matter, 
and  it  being  what  I  conceive  to  be  the  ordinary 
dictates  of  fair  play,  I  wish  to  "tate  that  I  have  in 
my  possession  letters  from  Mr.  Horatio  Harris,  Mr. 
E.  F.  Parker  and  Mr.  F.  A.  Howard,  some  of  whom, 
if  not  all,  are  well  known  to  the  members  of  the 
Council,  which  are  in  the  strongest  degree  com- 
mendatory of  the  honesty,  capacity  and  ability  of 
Mr.  Grundel  to  fill  this  position  As  an  act  of 
justice  to  Mr.  Grundel  under  the  circumsiances, 
and  that  every  member  of  this  Council  may  un- 
derstand this  matter  and  act  with  a  full  knowl- 
edge of  all  the  facts,  J  would  respectfully  beg 
leave  from  the  Council  to  read  these  letters.  Mr. 
Harris  writes,  under  date  of  Feb.  10— 

Mr,  Flj  nn  of  Ward  7 — I  would  inquire  to  whom 
those  letters  are  addiessed. 

JVir.  Perkins — They  are  addressed  to  any  gentle- 
man who  desires  to  know  the  ti  uth  in  regard  to 
this  matter. 

Mr.  Flynn— My  point  is  that  if  they  are  private 
letters  addressed  to  any  member  of  the  Council, 
tney  are  noi  in  order  to  be  read. 

The  President— The  Chair  rules  that  if  objec- 
tion is  made,  unless  the  gentleman  shows  that  the 
letters  are  in  the  nature  of  a  public  communica- 
tion, the  reading  of  them  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Feikins — Can  1  send  them  to  the  Chair  aud 
have  them  read  for  the  benefit  of  the  Council? 

The  President — Unless  they  are  shown  to  be  in 
the  nature  of  public  communications  they  cannot 
be  read  if  objection  is  made. 

Mr.  Perkins — Does  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7 
maintain  his  objections? 

Mr  Flynn— I  do. 

The  ballot  resulted  as  follows: 

Whole  numbf  r  of  votes  cast 65 

Necessary  to  a  choice 33 

John  Galvin  had 41 

Hermann  Grundel 24 

And  Mr.  Galvin  was  declared  elected.  Certifi- 
cate sent  up. 

Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings.  Messrs 
Willcutt  of  Ward  17,  Whitmore  of  Ward  4, 
and  Thacher  of  Ward  15  were  the  committee  to 
collect  and  count  votes.  They  reported — 

Whole  number  of  votes 60 

Necessary  for  a  choice , 31 

James  C.  Tucker 59 

And    one   ballot   for   Robert   W.    Hall,  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Lands. 
And  Mr.  Tucker  was  declared  elected.    Certificate 
sent  up. 

Harbor  Master.  Messrs.  Duggan  of  Ward  5, 
Day  of  Ward  1,  and  Beal  of  Ward  16  were  the  com- 
mittee to  collect  and  count  votes.  They  re- 
ported— 

Whole  number  of  votes 49 

Necessary  to  a  choice 25 

John  T.  Gardner 48 

George  A.  Shaw  1 

And  Mr.  Gardner  was     declared    elected.     Cer- 
tificate sent  up. 

City  Surveyor.  Messrs.  Walbridge  of  Ward  12, 
Howes  of  Ward  11 ,  and  Coyle  of  Ward  13  were  the 
committee  to  collect  and  count  votes.  They  re- 
ported— 

Whole  number  of  votes 45 

Necessary  to  a  choice 23 

Thomas-W.  Davis 44 

W.  F.  Davis 1 

And  Mr.  Davis  was  elected.    Certificate  sent  up. 

Superintendent  of  Streets.  Messrs.  Morrisoi)  of 
Ward  9,  Lappen  of  Ward  12  and  Hicks  of  Ward  8 
were  the  committee  to  collect  and  co-vnt  votes. 
They  reported  — 

Whole  number  of  votes 44 

Necessary  for  a  choice 23 

Charles  Harris  had 43 

Charles  B.  Bickford 1 


And  Mr.  Harris  was  declared  elected.    Certificate 

sent  up. 
Superintendent  of  Public  Lands.    Messrs.  Page 

of  Ward  9,  Goldthwait  of  Waid  11,  and  Harrigan 

of    Ward   1  were   the    committee  to  collect  and 

count  votes.    They  reported- 
Whole  number  of  votes 46 

Necessary  for  a  choice 24 

Robert  W.  Hall 46 

And  Mr.  Hall  was  declared   elected.    Certificate 

sent  up. 
City  Engineer.    Messrs.  Anderson  of   Ward  3, 

Leighton  of  Ward  1,  and  Stacey  of  Ward  21  were 

the  committee  to  collect  and  count   votes.      They 

reported- 
Whole  number  of  votes 43 

Necessary  to  a  choice 22 

Joseph  P.  Davis  had 42 

William  H.  Bradley .• 1 

And  Mr.  Davis  was  declared  elected.  Certificate 
sent  up. 

Superintendent  of  Common  Sewers.  Messrs. 
Shaw  of  Ward  5,  Kingsley  of  Ward  3,  and  Os- 
borne of  Ward  8  were  the  emmittee  to  collect 
and  count  votes.    They  reported — 

Whole  number  ot  votes 43 

Necessary  to  a  choice 22 

William    H.  Bradley 37 

Charles  D.  Bickford 6 

And  Mr.  Bradley  was  declared  elected.     Certifi- 
cate sent  up. 

Commissioner  of  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery. 
Messrs.  Clarke  of  Ward  15,  Cushman  of  Ward  1, 
and  Collins  of  Ward  2  were  the  committee  to  col- 
lect and  count  votes.    They  reported — 

Whole  number  of  votes 44 

Necessary  for  a  choice 23 

Frank  L.  Tileston  had 39 

Thomas  J.  Anderson 2 

John  H.  Haven 3 

And  Mr.  Tileston  was  declared  elected.    Certificate 
sent  up. 

Water  Registrar.  Messrs.  Train  of  Ward  13, 
Leighton  of  Ward  1,  and  Harmon  of  Ward  6  were 
the  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes.  They 
reported — 

Whole  number  of  votes 41 

Necessary  for  a  choice ' 22 

William  F.  Davis  had 40 

Amos  L.  Noyes 1 

And  Mr.  Davis  was  declared  elected.    Certificate 
sent  up. 

City  Solicitor.      Messrs.    Crocker   of   Ward   6, 
Walsh  of  Ward  5,  and  Damon  of  Ward  12  were 
the  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes.    They 
reported- 
Whole  number  of  votes 44 

Necessary  to  a  choice 23 

John  P.  Healy  had 38 

Uriel  H.  Crocker 3 

George  A.  Shaw 2 

John  A.  Duggan 1 

And  Mr.  Healy  was  declared  elected.    Certificate 
sent  up. 

First  Assistant  Assessors.  Certificate  of  the 
election  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  33  first  as- 
sistant assessors.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward 
9,  the  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes  con- 
sisted of  five  members  instead  of  the  usual  num- 
ber, three.  The  President  appointed  Messrs. 
Flynn  of  Ward  7,  Brackett  of  Ward  10,  Jaques  of 
Ward  9,  Kimball  of  Ward  6,  and  Cawley  of  Ward 
2.    They  reported — 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 64 

Necessary  to  a  choice 33 

William  J .  Ellis 61 

John  Noble 62 

George  D.  Ricker ; 52 

John  Brown 55 

Horace  Loring 59 

Charles  E.  Jackson 43 

P.  Ambrose  Young 62 

William  H.  Cunay 60 

Edward  F.  Robinson 64 

Theophilus  Burr 61 

George  F.  Williams 62 

Otis  Rich 62 

Joseph  R.  Grose 60 

Ed  win  B.  Spinney 58 

Joseph  L.  Drew 61 

John  H.  Giblin 59 

L.  Foster  Morse 60 

George  F.  Davis 43 

Andrew  J.  Browne 63 

George  A.  Comins 60 

Phineas  B.  Smith 60 

William  Wi  thington 62 

Henry  Pierce 62 

John  Pierce 62 

Charles  Nowell 56 

Gideon  Walker 57 

Henry  W.  Dickerman 62 

Joshua  S.  Duncklee 61 

William  B.  Long 62 

Nahum  Chapin 63 

George  S.  Pendergast 64 

James  K.  Crowley 27 

Abraham  G.  Wyman 55 
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Michael  Carney 61 

Charles  F.  McDavitt 13 

A.  R.  Hnldeu 21 

James  Healey 5 

Roger  H.  Scannell 17 

George  H.  Williams 9 

Isaac  F.  Atwood. . .   3 

Thomas  L.  Jenks 8 

Horatio  N.  Holbrook 2 

Peter  Mulvey 1 

Edwin  R.  Spinney 1 

Roger  Kelly 1 

Galium  Cauen 1 

John  Conley 1 

Samuel  S.  Cudworth 2 

The  following  named  gentlemen  were  declared 
elected  in  concurrence:  William  J.  Ellis,  John 
Noble,  George  D.  Ricker,  TbeophilusBurr,  P.  Am- 
brose Young,  John  Brown,  Edwin  B.  Spinney, 
Horace  Loring.  Joseph  L.  Drew,  Charles  E.  Jack- 
son, John  H.  Giblin,  Abraham  G.  Wy man,  Wil- 
liam H.  Cundy,  Charles  Nowell,  Edward  F.  Robin- 
son, George  F.  Williams,  Otis  Rich,  Joseph  R. 
Grose,  L.  Foster  Morse,  Andrew  J.  Browne, 
George  A.  Comins,  Phineas  B.  Smith,  William 
Withmgton,  Henry  Pierce,  John  Pierce,  Gideon 
Walker,  Henry  W~.  Dickerman,  Joshua  S.  Dunck- 
lee,  Nabuin  Chapin,  George  S.  Pendergast,  Wil- 
liam B.  Pong,  George  F.  Davis. 

And  Michael  Carney  was  declared  elected  in 
non-concunvnce.    Certificate  sent  up. 

BEQUESTS  FROM  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

Communications  from  the  School  Committee 
were  received  covering  requests  for  additional  ac- 
commodations for  the  Bigelow  School  District; 
for  an  appropriation  of  $400  for  a  room  for  teach- 
ing gymnastics  in  the  Latin  School;  for  fitting  up 
the  basement  ot  the  Roxbury  High  School  build- 
ing for  a  laboratory ;  for  provision  for  an  addition- 
al room  in  the  schoolbouse  on  Boston  street,  Ward 
16. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction.    Sent  up. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CITY  ENGINEER. 

The  annual  report  of  the  City  Engineer  (City 
Doc.  No.  19)  was  ieceived  and  sent  up. 

The  expenditures  from  the  department  and 
other  appropriations  were  $35,014.31 ;  balance  of 
appropriation  Jan   1,  $11,946.69. 

The  aveiage  daily  consumption  from  the  Co- 
chituate  works  for  each  mouth  of  the  past  year 
has  been  as  follows : 


Gallons. 

January 16,651,300 

February 19,103,850 

March 17,657,300 

April 15,929,600 

May 16,731,900 

June 19,239,750 


Gallons. 

July 21,386,200 

August 20,127,800 

September 20,022,600 

October 19,320,!  00 

November 14,319,500 

December 16,407,950 


The  average  daily  consumption  for  the  year 
from  the  Cochituate  works  has  been  18,074,900  gal- 
lons. 

During  November  and  December,  57,191,258  gal- 
lons were  supplied  to  the  city  proper  from  the 
Mystic  works;  equivalent  to  an  average  daily 
supply  of  1,468,578  gallons  in  November,  and  423,- 
675  gallons  m  December,  and  to  an  average  daily 
supply  of  156,690  gallons  for  the  year.  The  Ja- 
maica Pond  works  supply  from  two  to  three  hun- 
dred thousand  gallons  per  day  (say  250,000),  to  its 
consumers  in  Roxbury;  hence  the  average  daily 
consumption  for  the  year  in  the  city  proper,  South 
Boston,  Dorchester  and  a  part  of  Roxbury  has 
been  about  18,482,600  gallons. 

ICY    SIDEWALKS. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6,  for  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances,  who  were  requested  to  con- 
sider and  report  what  change  is  needed  in  the 
ordinances  to  better  protect  the  sidewalks  from 
ice,  submitted  a  report  recommending  the  pas- 
sage of  the  accompanying  ordinance: 

An  Ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance  in  relation 
to  streets. 

Be  it  ordained,  etc., 

Section  1.  The  ordinance  in  relation  to  sti  eets 
is  hereby  amended  by  striking  out  in  the  tenth 
line  of  the  fifty-first  section  the  words  "cover  the 
same,"  and  inserting  in  the  place  thereof  the 
words  "keep  the  same  covered." 

The  ordinance  was  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Cawley  of  Ward  2 — Will  the  gentleman  be 
kind  enough  to  explain  the  ordinance? 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6— It  is  in  relation  to  keep- 
ing the  sidewalks  covered  with  ashes.  The  present 
ordinance  provides  that  either  the  ice  shall  be 
removed  from  the  sidewalks  or  be  covered  with 
ashes.  It  has  been  found  that  if  a  man  puts  ashes 
on  the  ice  once,  even  if  the  wind  blows  it  off,  he 
cannot  be  complained  of  and  fined.  The  object  is 
to  require  parties  to  keep  their  sidewalks  covered 
with  ashes  when  there  is  ice  on  them. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— In  order  that  members 
may  have  time  to  examine  this  amendment  and 


compare  it  with  the  original  ordinance,  I  move 
that  the  ordinance  be  laid  upon  the  table  till  the 
next  meeting. 
The  motion  prevailed. 

REPORTS   OF  NOMINATING    COMMITTEES. 

Reports  of  nominating  committees  were  sub- 
mitted as  follows : 

By  Mr.  Walbridge  of  Ward  12— Majority  report 
nominating  for  reelection  the  fobowing-i.amed 
persons  as  Superintendents  of  Bridges: 

Federal  street,  Jacob  Norris  ;  Dover  street,  An- 
gus Nelson  ;  Chelsea  street,  Edward  T.  Stowers; 
Maiden,  John  Howard;  Meridian  street,  Reuben 
B.Wendell;  Warren,  Charles  H.  Marple;  Charles 
River,  Joel  R.  Bolan;  Broadway,  John  C.  Poole; 
Mt.  Washington  avenue,  George  H.  Davis. 

Also  minority  report  signed  by  Messrs.  Fitz- 
patrick  of  Ward  7  and  Orborne  oi  Ward  8  recofn- 
mendinff  the  election  of  Francis  M.  Hughes  as 
Superintendent  of  Dover-street  Bridge  in  place  of 
Ana-us  Nelson. 

Bv  Mr.  Murray  of  Ward  3— Report  recommend- 
ing the  reelection  of  Nicholas  A."  Apollonio  as  City 
Registrar. 

Reports  severally  accepted  andnominntions  laid 
over. 

PRINTING. 

Mr.  Wadsworth,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Priutinp;,  to  whom  was  lef erred  the  order  for  the 
Clerk  jf  the  Council  to  prepare  and  print  a  tran- 
script of  the  journal  ot  the  Council,  submitted  a 
report  that  the  published  proceedings  supply 
members  with  all  necessary  information,  and  that 
the  order  ought  njt  to  pass.  Report  accepted. 
Sent  up. 

Also  report  on  order  to  print  in  document  form 
a  book  entitled,  "Cty  Charter,"  with  notes,  etc., 
that  the  order  ought  to  pass.  Report  accepted 
and  order  passed.    Sent  up. 

FOURTH  OF  JULY. 

Mr.  Havrigan  of  Ward  1  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  one  member  of  the  Council  from 
each  ward,  with  such  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
may  join,  be  a  committee  to  make  arrangements 
for  the  celebration  of  the  forthcoming  Fourth  of 
July ;  the  expense  of  said  celebration  not  to  ex- 
ceed $15,000,  and  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Incidental  Expenses. 

Laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of 
Ward  9. 

BUILDING  OF  SWETT  STREET. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Streets  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  con- 
tract for  the  construction  of  Swett  street  from 
Albany  street  to  Dorchester  avenue  at  the  grade 
shown  on  a  plan  prepared  by  Thomas  W.  Davis, 
City  Surveyor,  dated  June  13, 1874,  including  the 
necessary  bridges  over  tide  waters;  and  also  to 
coutract  with  tbe  Trustees  of  the  Boston,  Hart- 
ford &  Erie  Railroad  or  such  other  paities  as  they 
deem  best  for  the  interest  of  the  city  for  raising 
the  grade  of  the  roadbed  and  tracks  of  said  rail- 
road, and  constructing  a  bridge  over  said  street; 
the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Laying  Out  and  Buildina:  Swett  Street. 
Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

REDI VISION  OF   THE  WARDS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  amend  the  petition  concerning  the  number 
of  wards,  now  before  the  Legislature,  so  that  after 
the  new  devisiou  of  the  wards  each  ward  shall 
elect  two  members  of  the  Common  Council  and 
two  members  of  the  School  Committee. 
Laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore. 

BRIGHTON  BRANCH  LIBRARY. 

Mr  Rice  of  Ward  19  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Li- 
brary cause  to  be  printed  an  account  of  the  recent 
proceedings  at  the  dedication  of  the  Brighton 
Branch  Library. 

Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9 — I  would  inquire  what  spe- 
cial reason  there  is  for  printing  the  proceedings  at 
tbe  dedication  of  the  library  there,  and  how  much 
it  will  probably  cost. 

Mr.  Rxe  of  Ward  19 — I  do  not  know  what  will 
be  the  cost.  I  was  requested  co  offer  the  order  by 
a  gentleman  out  there.  It  has  been  customary  in 
other  cases  to  print  the  proceedings. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6— As  that  is  an  order 
which  requires  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library 
to  print  the  proceedings  without  any  discretion 
whatever,  I  move  its  reference  to  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee or  Public  Library. 

The  motion  prevailed.'   Sentut). 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Parker  of  Ward  14,  the  Coun- 
cil adjourned. 
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Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

FEBRUARY    15,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS    CONFIRMED. 

Undertakers — Constant  T.  Benson,  Lewis  Jones, 
John  W.  Pierce,  Job  T.  Cole,  William  H.  Brown, 
Benjamin  P.  Smith,  Philip  E.  Field,  John  H. 
Peak,  Jeremiah  O'Sullivan,  William  E.  Brown, 
James  Hayues.  Robert  S.  G.  Marclen,  Hugh  Tay- 
lor, Jeremiah  Xinkham,  William  D.  Rockwood, 
Ira  W.  Orcutt,  Philip  Kennedy,  George  V.  Field, 
Joseph  S.  Waterman,  William  Manning,  John 
Heintz,  John  Haynes,  James  Farrell,  Ebenezer 
Bird,  John  W.  Lavery,  S.  Gleason,  George  John- 
son, Jr.,  Samuel  J.  Crockett,  James  Cotter,  George 

A.  Willard,  John  B.  Burke,  Lewis  L.  Jones,  John 
Feeney,  John  McCaffiey,  Jabez  B.  Cole,  Aloi.zo  T. 
Baxter,  Alexis  Alexander,  Simon  Barry,  Joseph 

B.  Cassidv,  Joseph  Weckerle,  E\  H.  Dunne,  Isaiah 
Snow,  J.  P.  Keefe,  William  K.  Whitney,  Timothy 
Daly,  John  Doolin,  Bernard  E.  Murray,  Ethan  N. 
Coburn,  John  Bryant,  Patrick  Denvir,  John 
Reade,  Matthew  Hoi  den,  Benjamin  Guild,  James 
Cogswell,  Jerome  Billings,  John  L.  Perry,  Lorenzo 
Smith,  Michael  Ryan. 

Measurers  of  Wood  and  Bark— B.  G.  Prescott» 
Robert  Hale,  Alfred  A.  Hall,  Stanley  C.  Burnhani; 
William  Jordan,  Robert  Vose,  Ebenezer  Curtis- 
William  Seaver,  H.  W.  Ciafts,  Daniel  E.  Adams* 
Jonathan  Frohock,  J.  T.  Dalrymple ;  for  Brighton , 
Salma  Kendall,  William  T.  Oborn,  James  A. 
Coggeshall;  for  Charlestown,  Thomas  J.  Elliott, 
Elbudge  Walcott,  Charles  A.  Guild,  Samuel  L. 
Tuttle,  John  G.  Abbott,  Jr.,  John  W.  Wiggin  ;  for 
West  Boxbury,  Robert  Seaver,  Frederic  Seaver, 
Cyrus  M.  Marshall,  Horace  Lindall,  Aldeii  Bart- 
lett. 

Inspectors  and  Weighers  of  Bundle  Hay — Israel 
M.  Barnes,  Samuel  B.  Livermore,  William  S. 
Holmes,  Jasper  H.  Eaton,  William  R.  Inman,  E. 
G.  Dudley,  Walter  C.  Bryant,  J.  T.  Dalrymple,  E. 
W.  Harding,  Ebenezer  Curtis,  Aarou  Bradshaw, 
William  P.  Boardman,  John  A.  Dyer. 

Sui  veyors  of  Marble,  Soapstone  and  Freestone — 
William  B.  Bayley,  Augustus  N.  Young,  E.  A. 
Grothusen,  Richard  Power,  William  H.  Cary. 

Inspectors  of  Petroleum  and  Coal  Oils— Robert 
F.  Means,  Nathaniel  Cleaves. 

Superintendent  of  Lamps— George  H.  Allen. 

Superintendent  of  Faneuil  Hall  —  Charles  B. 
Rice. 

Sinn  rintendent  of  Faneuil  Hall  Market— Charles 

B.  Rice. 

Inspector  of  Milk— Henry  Faxon. 

Superintendents  of  Hay  Scales  —  North  Scales, 
Henry  A.  Dfvis;  South  Scales,  Levi  Chadbourue; 
South  Boston  Scales,  John  M.  Johnson;  East  Bos- 
ton Scales,  John  A.  Brown;  Roxbury,  Andrew 
W.  Newman  ;  Brighton,  Daniel  O.  Sanger,  Thomas 
Hunt;  for  West  Roxbury,  John  J.  Blake. 

Measurer  of  Grain — George  P.  Ray. 

Inspectors  of  Provisions— Faneuil  Hall  Market, 
Charles  B.  Rice,  Amos  Dodge;  at  large,  John  H. 
Terry. 

Registrar  of  Voters — Linus  E.  Pearson,  for  three 
years. 

Superintendent  of  Wagons  and  Trucks— Timo- 
thy R.  Page. 

Superintendent  of  Hacks  and  Carriages— Ruf us 

C.  Marsh. 

Superintendent  of  Intelligence  Offices— Henry 
C.  Hemmenway. 

Superintendent  of  Pawnbrokers— Wdliam  H. 
McCausland. 

Lieutenant  of  Police— William  H.  McCausland. 

Promo tions  in  the  Police  Department— Joseph 
R.  Buriill,  to  be  Lieutenant;  George  O.  Richard- 
son and  Ebenezer  E.  Thomas,  to  be  Sergeants. 

Special  Police  Officer— Franklin  P.  Pierce. 

STEAM  ENGINE. 

The  petition  of  Charles  H.  Bacon,  for  leave  to 
locate  and  use  steam  engine  and  boiler  of  40-horse 
power  in  rear  of  486  Harrison  avenue,  was  consid- 
ered on  an  order  of  notice.  No  one  appeared  to 
object  and  the  petition  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Steam  Engines. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  S.  T.  Hyde, 
that  his  claim  of  $30  for  professional  service's  be 
allowed  and  paid. 


Patrick  M.  Kellaher,  to  be  paid  for  damages 
caused  by  alleged  defect  in  a  public  street. 

Henry  McDonald  et  al.,  to  be  compensated  for 
damages  caused  by  an  obstructed  culvert  on 
Washington  street,  Ward  17. 

Charles  McGinness  of  South  Boston,  to  be  paid 
the  reward  offered  for  the  detection  of  the  mur- 
derer of  Katie  Curran. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Treasury  Depart- 
ment. Overseer  s  of  the  Poor,  for  leave  to  take 
and  copy  the  tax  records  of  the  town  of  Brighton. 

To  the  Committee  on  Market.  Roger  S.  Mack- 
intosh, for  leave  to  transfer  lease  of  stall  105, 
Faneuil  Hall  Market,  to  Joseph  H.  Clark. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Armories.  Com- 
pany K,  First  Infantry,  for  an  appropriation  for 
repairs  on  armory. 

First  Company  of'  Cadets,  for  hire  of  drill  shed 
of  Institute  of  Technology. 

To  the  Cmnmitee  on  Police.  Boston  Police  Re- 
lief Association,  for  leave  to  apply  for  an  act  of 
incorporation. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Thomas  Hunt,  for  revision  of  betterment 
assessed  on  Market  stieet,  Ward  19. 

To  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts.  Henry 
P.  Kennedy,  constable  at  Brighton  Court,  tor  in- 
crease of  salary. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Heirs  of  Hardy 
Leach,  for  abatement  of  sidewalk  as.-essment  at 
376  Chelsea  street. 

Margaret  Denvir,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
on  Market  street,  Brighton. 

Samuel  H.  Smith,  for  leave  to  place  a  lamp  post 
in  sidewalk  of  80  Tremont  street. 

Frank  L.  Crosby,  for  leave  to  locate  a  gas  lamp 
in  front  of  57  La  Grange  street. 

South  Boston  Railroad  Company,  foi  a  new  lo- 
cation, commencing  in  Beach  street  at  the  junction 
of  Kingston  street,  thence  in  Kingston  street  over 
tracks  of  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  to  Sum- 
mer street,  and  in  Summer  stieet  over  said  Metro- 
politan track  to  a  point  near  Chauncy  street,  and 
thence  in  Summer  street  by  an  additional  track  in 
Summer  street  to  Washington  street,  and  in  Wash- 
ington street  by  au  additional  track  to  Milk  street, 
and  in  Milk  street  by  a  single  track  to  Hawley 
street,  and  in  Hawley  street  by  a  single  track  to 
Summer  street,  there  connecting  with  the  track 
now  laid  in  Summer  and  Chauncy  streets. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Orders  to  pay  heirs  of  Joshua  Bennett  $8248  for 
Auburn  street  damages  and  $2935.50  for  Leverett- 
street  damsges  to  pay  William  R.  Howe  $672.25 
for  Shawmut- avenue  damages;  to  pay  heirs  of 
Joseph  M.  Smith  $971.25  for  Pearl-street  damages. 
Severally  passed. 

Order  to  discharge  a  mortgage  given  by  Eben- 
ezer Seaver  to  the  town  of  Roxbury  in  1795. 
Passed. 

THE   SALARY  BILL. 

The  report  and  orders  to  establish  salaries  for 
city  officers  for  1875-76  (City  Doc.  No.  22.),  were 
consirfered  under  the  head  of  unfinished  business. 
-The  several  sections  of  the  orders  were  read  and 
acted  upon  separately.  The  following  discussions 
took  place: 

Section  5  (page  9),  relating  to  monthly  payment 
of  assistant*  to  the  City  Registrar.  In  reply  to  a 
question  by  Alderman  Har«is,  who  thought  the 
repetition  of  the  words  "paid  monthlv"  superflu- 
ous, Alderman  Stebbins  explained  that  the  ex- 
pression was  repeated  to  show  that  the  assistants 
as  well  a*:  the  R-gistrar  were  to  be  paid  monthly. 

Section  13  (page  12),  fixing  salary  of  Superin- 
tendent of  Broadway  Bridge  at  the  rate  of  $3200 
per  annum,  in  full  for  his  services  and  the  servi- 
ces of  such  assistants  as  he  may  employ,  and 
providing  that  he  shall  employ  an  engineer 
at  $800  and  two  assistants  at  $600  each.  Alder- 
man Worthington  thought  this  a  rather  singular- 
ly framed  order,  and  not  sufficiently  explicit. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  the  order  was  drawn  in 
that  way  so  that  this  superintendent  shall  employ 
these  assistants,  and  their  salaries  were  iixed  in 
orc'tr  ti  secure  competent  men.  This  is  an  im- 
portant bridge  and  it  was  desirable  to  secure  the 
employment  of  sufficient  and  competent  assist- 
ance to  the  superintendent.  The  salaries  are  the 
same  as  last  year. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following  as  an 
amendment  to  the  order  beginning  om  page  10, 
explaining  that  it  had  been  omitted  through  a» 
error : 

Section  34.  The  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Maiden  Bridge  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $1000  per 
annum,  said  sum  to  be  in  full  compensation  for 
his  services  and  the  services  of  such  assistants  as 
he  may  employ. 
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This  section  was  adopted  and  the  several  orders 
were  then  passed  aud  sent  down. 

Alderman  Stebbins,  for  the  Committee  on  Sala- 
ries, submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That,  until  otherwise  ordered,  the  sal- 
ary of  the  Fourth  Assistant  Solicitor  in  the  Law 
Department  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $2500,  begin- 
ning on  the  date  of  his  appointment. 

Read  twice  and  passed  and  s?nt  down. 

Alderman  Power— I  notice  that  the  name  of  one 
of  the  most  important  and  valuable  officers  of  the 
city  has  been  omitted  by  the  committee — the  Au- 
ditor of  Accounts. 

Alderman  Stebbins— That  is  alluded  to  in  the 
first  part  of  the  report.  The  salaries  of  the  Treas- 
urer and  Auditor  were  omitted  until  after  the 
proposed  reorganization  of  the  financial  depart- 
ment. 

Alderman  Power — I  was  not  aware  that  there 
was  any  proposition  for  the  reorganization  of  the 
Auditors'  Department. 

Alderman  Stebbins — The  salaries  of  the  Treas- 
urer and  Auditor  will  continue  as  at  present  until 
otherwise  provided.  By  an  order  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil his  Honor  the  Mayor  has  petitioned  the  Gen- 
eral Court  for  authority  to  reorganize  the  finan- 
cial department.  It  may  affect  the  Auditors'  De- 
partment, and  the  committee  were  of  the  opinion 
that  the  matter  of  the  salaries  of  the  Treasurer 
and  Auditor  had  better  be  omitted  for  the  pres- 
ent. 

PAPERS     FROM    THE     COMMON    COU-N'CIX  FOR   COSt 
CURRENCE. 

Report  that  older  to  print  the  separate  join  nal 
of  the  proceedings  of  Common  Council  ought  not 
to  pass.    Accepted. 

Report  witli  order  to  print  1000  copies  of  docu- 
ments relating  to  the  new  charter.    Order  passed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  consider 
and  report  an  ordinance  to  unite  the  Cochituate 
and  Mystic  water  bocii'ds. 

Alderman  Harris — The  official  leport  of  the 
doings  of  the  Common  Council  does  not  contain 
this  order,  and,  therefore,  I  have  not  seen  it  in 
print.  I  would  like  to  move  to  amend  the  order 
so  that  the  committee  will  merely  consider  the  ex- 
pediency of  uniting  the  two  boards.  A.s  I  under- 
stand it  now,  the  order  is  absolute  for  them  to 
report  an  ordinance.  What  I  desire  is  for  them  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  it. 

Alderman  Stebbins— It  seems  to  me  that  the 
point  is  well  covered  by  theoider.  They  are  to 
consider  the  matter,  and  if ,  in  their  judgment,  it 
inexpedient,  they  will  report  the  ordinance. 

Alderman  Quincy — As  one  of  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  I  should  hardly  consider  that  we 
would  be  justified  in  reporting  that  no  action  is 
advisable.  I  should  like  some  such  amendment  as 
was  suggested  by  the  Alderman  to  be  adopted, 
that  the  committee  may  consider  the  expediency 
of  reporting  an  ordinance  to  that  effect. 

Alderman  Stebbins— If  the  question  is  to  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  the  matter,  it  seems  to 
me  that  it  had  better  go  to  the  Committee  on 
Water.  This  matter  was  before  the  Committee 
on  Water  last  year ;  they  thoroughly  investigated 
it  and  reported  back  an  ordinance  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  statute  passed  at  the 
last  session  of  the  Legislature.  That  ordinance 
was  passed  by  the  Board,  of  Alderin  n,  but  failed 
to  meet  the  approval  of  the  other  branch  of 
the  City  Council.  It  seems  to  me  that  there 
can  be  no  question  as  to  the  expediency  of 
the  measuie,  and  I  hope  it  will  go  to  the 
committee  for  them  to  report  an  ordinance.  It 
will  then  be  thfl  right  of  the  City  Council  to  reject 
or  pass  the  ordinance  after  it  is  reported.  If  they 
are  simply  to  consider  the  expediency  of  the  meas- 
ure, I  do  not  know  what  right 'they  would  have  to 
report  an  ordinance.  I  think  the  order  had  better 
pass  as  it  now  reads. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  think  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  is  right.  Last  year,  it 
is  true,  this  subject  was  considered  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Water :  they  reported  an  ordinance,  and 
a  portion  of  the  City  Council  disagreed  with  them. 
Now,  let  us  refer  it  to  another  and  an  indepen- 
dent committee,  and  let  them  consider  it.  I  do  not 
want  to  repeat  what  was  done  last  jear.  If  we 
adopt  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Charlestown  we  shall  have  the  committee  investi- 
gate the  whole  subject  and  report  their  opinion, 
which  I  think  will  have  an  influence  with  the 
City  Council.  I  hope  the  amendment  will  be 
adopted. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  desire  to  have  it  clearly 
understood  what  the  Committee   on  Ordinances 


are  expected  to  do.  It  is  not  clear  as  the  order 
stands  now;  they  are  simply  required  to  "con- 
sider and  report  an  ordinance."  If  we  are  to  con- 
sider the  whole  matter,  I  think  the  order  should 
say  so. 

The  order  was  amended  by  inserting  after  the 
words  "consider  and  report,"  the  words  "if 
deemed  expedient,"  and  as  amended  was  passed. 
Sent  down. 

Requests  of  School  Committee  for  additional  ac- 
commodations for  the  Bigelow  School;  tor  an  ap- 
propriation of  $400,  for  teaching  gymnastics  in  the 
Latin  School;  that  the  basement  of  the  Roxbury 
High  Schoolhouse  be  converted  into  a  laboratory; 
for  an  additional  schoolroom  in  home  on  Boston 
street,  Ward  16;  for  additional  primary  schools  in 
Comins  District.  Severally  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Instruction. 

Report  nominating  N.  A.  Apollonio  as  City  Reg- 
istrar.   Accepted 

Annual  report  of  City  Engineer  (City  Doc.  No. 
19).    Placed  on  file. 

An  order  to  print  the  proceedings  at  the  recent 
dedication  of  the  Brighton  Branch  Library  came 
up  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Libi  ary.  The 
question  was  on  concurrence. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  understand  that  the 
proposal  to  print  the  proceedings  at  the  dedica- 
tion of  the  Brighton  Branch  Library  is  based  on 
the  same  grounds  as  the  printing  of  the  exercises 
at  the  opening  of  the  Dorchester  branch.  The 
difference  is  this :  The  proceedings  at  Brighton 
consisted  of  an  address,  going  very  largely  and  at 
great  length  in ro  the  history  of  that  library.  At 
Dorchester  the  proceedings  were  intended  to  en- 
lighten the  people  of  Dorchester  with  regard  to 
the  Public  Library  of  Boston,  and  the  facilities 
enjoyed  by  the  people  there  and  throughout  Bos- 
ton.'  The  address  at  Brighton  was  an  able  one, 
though  very  long,  as  you  all  remember  and  every 
one  who  heard  it  knows,  and  it  will  cost  a  great 
deal  to  print  it. 

In  reoly  to  a  question  by  Alderman  Worthing- 
ton, the  Chairman  said  the  committee  would  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  printing  the  proceedings. 

The  Board  concurred  in  toe  reference. 

Order  to  allow  and  pay  $65  as  rent  for  a  tempo- 
rary armorv  for  Company  C,  Fourth  Battalion  of 
Infantry.    Passed— yeas  12,  nays  0. 

Majoiity  and  minority  reports  of  special  com- 
mittee nominating  superintendents  of  the  sever- 
al bridges  which  are  controlled  by  the  city.  Ac- 
cepted. 

ELECTIONS. 

The  following  elections  occurred: 

First  Assistant  Assessors.  Certiticate  of  election 
of  Michael  Carney  by  the  Common  Council,  in 
place  of  James  K.  Crowley,  chosen  by  the  Board. 
Alderman  Power  said  he  had  been  requested  to 
withdraw  the  name  of  Mr.  Crowley  as  a  candidate. 
Aldermen  O'Biien  and  Burrage  w'eie  the  commit- 
tee to  collect  and  count  votes.    They  reported— 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  for  a  choice 7 

Michael  Carney  had 10 

Michael  Barr 1 

Blank 1 

And  Mr.  Carney  was  declared  elected  in  concur- 
rence. 

Member  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board.  Cer- 
tificate of  election  by  the  Council  of  Amos  L. 
Noyes  in  place  of  Uriel  H.  Crocker,  elected  by  this 
Board.  Aldermen  Viles  and  Bigelow  were  the 
committee  to  collect  and  count  votes.  They  re- 
ported— 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

Amos  L.  Noyes 3 

Uriel  H.  Crocker » 

And  Mr.  Crocker  was  declared  elected  in  non-con- 
currence.   Certificate  sent  down. 

Superintendent  of  Streets.  Aldermen  Pope  and 
Worthington  were  the  committee  to  collect  and 
count  votes.  They  reported  that  Charles  Harris 
had  received  12  votes,  and  he  was  declared  elected 
in  concurrence. 

City  Surveyor.  Aldermen  Pope  and  Harris  were 
the  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes.  They 
reported  that  Thomas  P.  Davis  had  received  12 
votes,  and  he  was  declared  elected  in  concurrence. 

Harbor  Master.  Aldermen  Prescott  and  Quincy 
were  the  committee  to  collect  and  count  rotes. 
Thev  reported  that  John  T.  Gardner  had  received 
12  votes,  and  he  was  declared  elected  in  concur- 
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Superintendent  of  Common  and  Public  Grounds. 
Aldermen  Stebbins  and  Power  were  the  commit- 
tee to  collect  and  count  votes.    They  reported— 
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Whole  number  of  votes 18 

Necessary  for  a  choice 7 

John  Galvin 7 

Hermann  Grundel 4 

F.  M.  Safford 1 

And  Mr.  Galvin  was  declared  elected  in  concur- 
rence. 

Superintendent  of  Public  Buildinqs.  Aldermen 
O'Brien  and  Viles  were  the  committee  to  collect 
and  comic  votes,  and  they  reported  that  James  C. 
Tucker  had  12  votes,  and  he  was  declared 
elected  in  concurrence. 

Superintendent  of  Sewers.  Aldermen  Eigelcw 
and  Burrage  were  the  committee  to  collect  and 
count  votes.  They  reported  that  William  H. 
Bradley  na-'  received  12  votes,  and  he  was  de- 
clared elected  in  concurrence. 

Superintendent  of  Public  Lands.  Aldermen 
Worthington  and  Pope  were  the  committee  to 
eolle<  t  and  count  votes.  They  reported  that 
Robert  W.  Hall  had  received  12  votes,  and  he 
was    declared  elected  in  concurrence. 

Commissioner  on  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery.  Al- 
dermen Prescott  and  Harris  were  the  committee 
to  collect  and  count  votes.  They  reported  that 
Frank  L.  Tileston  had  received  12  votes,  and  he 
was  declared  elected  in  concurrence. 

City  Solicitor.  Aldermen  Stebbins  and  Quincy 
were' che  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes. 
They  reported  that  John  P.  Healy  had  received 
11  votes — the  whole  number  cast,— and  he  was 
declared  elected  in  concurrence. 

City  Engineer.  Aldermen  Power  and  Viles  were 
the  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes.  They 
reported  that  Joseph  P.  Davis  had  received  12 
votee,  and  he  was  declared  elected  in  concurrence. 
Water  Registrar.  Aldermen  O'Brien  and  Steb- 
hins  were  the  committee  to  collect  and  count 
votes.  They  reported  that  William  P.  Davis  had 
received  12  Votes,  and  he  was  declared  elected  in 
concurrence. 

GASLIGHT  FOR    BRIGHTON. 

The  following  was  receiver!  and  read  : 

Boston,  Feb.  15, 1875. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps  of  che  City  Council 
—The  undersigned,  representing  the  Brookline 
Gaslight  Company,  respectfully  state  that  on  and 
after  Keb.  15, 1875,  they  will  charge  three  dollars 
per  thousand  feet  for  gas  furnished  by  them  to 
the  city  of  Boston.  The  company  declines  to  sup- 
ply the  city  at  any  less  price,  for  the  reason  that 
the  gas  manufactured  by  them  costs  not  less  than 
$3.09  per  thousand  feet."  This  estimate  does  not 
include  interest  on  capital  invested  in  land  and 
buildings.  Some  years  since,  this  company,  at  the 
request  of  the  city  authorities,  laid  more  than  two 
miles  of  pipes  solely  for  the  purpose  of  supplying 
street  lights.  A  great- length  of  pipe  was  also  laid 
in  the  town  of  Brighton  for  the  same  purpose. 
Theie  are  very  few  piivate  -consumers  of  gas  in 
the  district  referred  to,  and"  the  business  has  al- 
ways been  done  by  the  company  at  a  considerable 
loss.  For  the  coiporation, 

D.  W.  Salisbury, 

Treasurer. 

Referred;  on  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  to  the 
Committee  on  Lamps. 

Subrequently  Alaerman  Stebbins,  for  the  Com- 
mittee on  Lamps,  submitted  a  report  on  the  above 
eormuuirication,  recommending  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Lamps  be  and 
they  are  hereby  authorized  to  contract  with  the 
Brookline  Gaslight  Company  for  supplying  the  gas 
for  lighting  the  streets  in  the  section  of  the  city 
where  their  mains  extend,  at  the  rate  of  $3  per 
thousand  cubic  feet,  from  Feb.  15,1875. 

Akleiman  Stebbins— i  move  that  the  order  take 
its  second  leading  at  this  time.  The  Committee 
on  Lamps  have  had  under  consideration  the  com- 
munication read  by  the  Chair,  and  they  report  it 
back  this  evening,  because  they  think  it  is  desir- 
able that  the  supplv  of  gas  for  Brighton  shall  be 
continued  rather  than  to  light  that  district  with 
fluid  lamps.  Thert-^  are  269  lamps  in  Brighton 
and  62  in  another  portion  of  Boston— making 
a  total  of  331— supplied  by  the  Brook  line  Gas 
Company.  The  company  mean  just  vnat  they 
say  in  their  communication— that  unless  the 
city  of  Boston  pays  them  very  nearly  what  it 
costs  to  make  the  gas,  they  will  cut  off  the  supply 
today.  The  Committee  on  Lamps,  after  a  careful 
•onsideration  of  the  question,  are  of  the  opinion 
that  a  contract  should  be  made  with  this  corpora- 
tion at  $3  per  thousand  feet,  the  same  price  as  is 
paid  in  Dorchester  and  West  Roxbury.  The 
Biookline  company,  I    am   informed,   have  been 


very  liberal  with  the  city ;  they  have  extended 
their  mains,  when  asked  to  do  so,  at  a  very  great 
expense,  and  the  department  has  no  complaint  to 
make  against  this  company  for  the  manner  in 
which  it  has  furnished  the  city  with  gas.  I  hope 
the  order  will  be  passed  so  that  the  supply  may  be 
continued  in  Ward  19,  and  I  ask  that  the  vote  may 
be  taken  by  yeas  and  na>s. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  do  not  quite  like  the 
style  in  which  this  order  comes  here  tonight.  We 
have  the  whip  snapped  over  us,  and  unless 
we  vote  to  pay  them  three  dollars  they  will  shut 
off  the  light.  Now  they  have  supplied  gas  to  the 
town  of  Brighton  and  the  city  of  Boston  at  $2.75 
per  thousand,  and  there  is  no  Question  but  it  is 
profitable  to  them  to  furnish  it  at  that  price.  If 
we  were  to  cut  iff  the  g;.s  and  not  light  those 
lamps  it  would  greatly  reduce  their  income  and 
profit — there  is  no  question  about  that  at  all.  If 
1  understand  it,  they  manufacture  a  certain 
amount  of  gas  at  a  cost  of  $3.09,  and  then  they 
can  make  an  aaditioral  10,000  feei  which  would 
not  cost  them  near  $3.09.  It  is  a  rule  of  the  com- 
panies in  all  places  to  supply  cities  at  a 
good  deal  less  than  they  charge  citizens. 
It  is  so  in  all  cities  in  the  Union. 
I  believe  it  is  the  duty  of  the  city  of  Boston  to  see 
that  we  have  gas  as  low  as  they  have  been  in  the 
habit  of  supplying  it  heretofore,  wLen  the  mate- 
rial used  in  manufacturing  it  was  a  good  deal 
higher.  A  large  portion  of  the  town  of  Brookline 
is  lighted  with  fluid,  and  lighted  well,  too.  It  will 
not  be  a  very  serious  thing — on  the  contrary,  it 
will  be  a  saving— if  we  fight  ttiose  additional 
lamps  with  fluid.  It  is  true  we  cannot  light  them 
tonight,  but  we  can  put  up  fluid  1  mps  by  tomor- 
row night.  I  do  not  believe  in  allowing  i he  city 
of  Boston  to  be  brought  up  by  this  short,  crisp 
way  of  doing  things ;  that  is  not  the  way  gentle- 
men deal  with  one  another;  it  is  nol  fair  lor  cheui 
to  say  "we  will  have  our  price  today,  or  cut  off 
your  gas,"  and  I  hope  the  Board  will  take  a  firm 
stand,"  and  insist  on  having  fair  dealings  between 
the  Biookline  Gas  Company  and  the;  city  of  Bos- 
ton. It  is  due  to  us  to  have  time,  and  not  have  the 
order  forced  through  here  by  taking  its  second 
reading  ronight.    It  is  not  the  way  to  do  business. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  agree  with  the  Alderman 
that  it  is  not  a  proper  way  to  do  business.  The 
fault  is  not  with  the  gas  company,  but  with  the 
city  of  Boston.  The  company  made  application  for 
a  renewal  of  the  contract  when  it  expired  last 
August,  at  the  same  price  as  was  paid  the 
Dorchester  and  West  Roxbury  companies.  The 
contracts  with  the  other  companies  expired  some- 
time before  this  one  did,  and  the  contracts  with 
those  companies  were  renewed  at  $3per  thousand. 
The  Brookline  company  made  application  to  the 
Committee  on  Lamps  for  a  renewal  of  the  contract 
on  the  same  terms  as  the  others,  but  no  quorum  of 
the  committee  could  be  secured.  Time  after  time 
was  it  attempted,  but  no  hearing  could  be  had 
before  the  committee.  So  it  is  notthe  fault  of  the 
Brookline  Gas  Company,  but  with  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton. The  present  committee  gave  them  a  hearing 
early  in  the  year,  considered  the  matter  carefully, 
anc  voted  to  recommend  the  renewal  of  the  con- 
tract at  $3  per  thousand  feet.  There  are  no  fluid 
lamps  in  the  town  of  Biighton;  it  will  take  sev- 
eral w  eeks  for  the  committee  to  procure  a  suffi- 
cient supply ;  it  will  be  necessary  to  secure  the 
best  pattern  and  have  them  made.  Meantime  the 
citizens  of  Brighton  will  be  entirely  without  light, 
and  of  course  they  will  feel  very  much  grieved  by 
the  action  of  the  City  Government.  It  is  the  best 
judgment  of  the  committee  that  the  contract 
should  be  renewed  at  $3  per  thousand  feet. 

Alderman  Harris— Cannot  the  contract  be  made 
for  a  less  time  than  a  year? 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  think  the*  uniform  prac- 
tice of  the  city  has  been  to  make  these  contracts 
for  one  year  unless  either  party  notifies  the  other 
that  it  do-ires  to  terminate  it.  Such  was  the 
eontract  made  with  the  Dorchester  company,  and 
1  am  informed  that  it  is  the  same  with  the  others. 
If  it  be  the  polLy  of  the  city  to  light  these  outly- 
irg  wards  with  fluid  instead'  of  gas,  let  us  apply  it 
to  West  Roxbury  and  Dorchester .  There  is  cer- 
tainly no  argument  against  using  gas  in  Brighton 
that  is  not  applicable  to  Dorchester. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  do  not  like — 

The  Chairman — The  motion  is  to  give  the  order 
a  second  reading  today,  and  gentlemen  must  con- 
fine themselves  to  that  question. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  do  not  consider  that 
because  we  may  have  done  wrong  by  giving  the 
Doi  Chester  and  West  Roxbury  companies  $3,  we 
should  continue  to  do  wrong.    I  said  before  that 
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a  part  of  Brookline  is  lighted  with  fluid  lamps, 
and  it  is  well  lighted.  Such  lamps  can  be  pur- 
chased at  any  time. 

The  Chairman — The  Chair  would  rule  that  a  dis- 
cussion of  the  main  question  is  out  of  order  while 
the  motion  for  a  second  reading  is  pending. 

Alderman  Worthington  —  I  am  giving  reasons 
why  it  should  not  take  its  second  reading. 

Alderman  Power — I  am  opposed  to  giving  the 
order  a  second  reading  at  this  time,  for  the  reason 
that  it  is  unreasonable  for  a  company,  at  the 
present  tiint,  when  the  price  of  coal,  labor  aud 
everything  that  enters  into,  or  is  to  he  considered 
in  computing  the  cost  of  manufacturing  gas — 

The  Chairman — The  Chair  rules  that  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  are  not  upon  giving  the 
order  a  second  reading,  hut  upou  the  passage  of 
the  order,  and  he  is  therefore  out  of  o>iler. 

Alderman  Power — I  do  not  like  to  differ  with 
the  Chair,  but  I  cannot  permit  such  a  thing  to 
pass,  which  I  think  so  gross1  y  wrong,  without  ap- 
pealing from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

The  question  was  put  and  the  Chair  was  sus- 
tained, by  a  rising  vote— 7  for,  4  against. 

Th?  order  was  given  a  second  reading — yeas  10, 
nays  2;  Aldermeu  Power  and  Worthington  voting- 
nay — and  the  question  was  upon  its  passage. 

Alderman  Power — As  I  have  remarked  on  a 
former  occasion,  I  do_not  think  it  is  good  policy 
for  the  city  of  Boston  to  light  any  part  of  the  city 
with  fluid  lamps  when  it  can  obtain  gas  at  a  reason- 
able rate.  But  I  agree  with  the  Alderman  on  my 
left,  and  I  do  not  think  this  a  proper  way  for  any 
company  to  come  in  here  and  notify  us  that  they 
will  cut  off  the  light  from  the  city  of  Boston,  and 
deprive  the  citizens  of  it,  even  though  we,  their 
representatives,  might  have  made  a  slight  error. 
Grant  that  we  are  in  error  in  the  stand  we  have 
taken  upon  the  subject,  that  is  no  reason  why  a 
company  should  deprive  the  citizens  of  Boston  of 
the  great  luxuiy  of  light,  which  is  the  means  of 
safety  in  the  public  streets,  simply  because  of  the 
stand  we  have  taken.  We  should  pause  and  look 
into  the  matter  before  we  succumb  to  such  an 
order.  Now,  as  to  the  policy  of  a  company  asking 
$3  for  gas  when  they  have  been  furnishing  it  for 
years  at  $2.75,  when  everything  used  in  manufac- 
turing it  in  the  past  costs  double  what  it  does  today ; 
when  almost  every  other  commodity  that  citizens 
use  has  been  lowered  in  price,  it  seems  to  me  that 
such  a  demand  is  unreasonable.  I  cannot  under- 
stand it.  I  cannot  see  any  other  pretext  for  it  ex- 
cept that  the  Dorchester  and  West  Roxbury  compa- 
nies have  received  $3,  and  the  Brookline  company 
means  to  have  it.  I  say  that  this  thieat  to  deprive 
the  citizens  of  Boston  of  this  luxury,  because  we 
might  have  erred  in  our  judgment,  should  make 
us  pause  and  hesitate  before  we  pass  this  order. 
They  may  come  in  tomorrow  aud  threaten  to  cut 
off  the  gas  if  we  do  not  give  them  $4.  We  can.iot 
believe  them.  They  must  have  been  furnishing 
the  city  with  gas  at  a  great  loss  if  they  coins  in 
now  and  say  they  cannot  afford  to  make  it  for 
$2.75.  There  may  be  good  reasons,  perhaps  the 
company  can  give  them,  why  they  cannot  afford 
to  fun  ish  gas  for  $2.75,  but  I  have  not  heard  good 
reason  why  their  demands  should  be  granted.  I 
hope  the  order  will  not  pass  at  the  present  time, 
but  lie  over. 

The  order  was  passed— veas  10,  yeas  2— Alder- 
men Power  and  Worthington  votingnay. 

ACCOUKTS  OF  THE  LATE  TREASURER. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  the  following : 

The  Committee  on  the  Treasury  Department,  in 
execution  of  the  order  of  the  City  Council  to  ex- 
amine into  the  condition  of  the  treasury  after  the 
death  of  the  late  Treasurer,  beg  leave  to  leport 
that  they  have  caused  a  trial  balance  to  be  drawn 
eff,  showing  the  state  of  the  ledger  on  the  evening 
©f  January  15;  that  they  have  employed  experi- 
enced accountants  who,  under  their  supervision, 
have  examined  and  compared  this  trial  balance 
with  the  books,,  and  have  examined  all  the  assets 
called  for  by  said  trial  balance,  except  the  cash, 
which  was  counted  by  the  committee  in  person. 
All  the  accounts  were  found  to  be  correct.  The 
trial  balance  and  copies  of  papers  showing  the 
details  of  the  examination  are  ti an smitted  here- 
with. The  committee  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  following : 

Ordered,  That  in  consideration  of  the  long  and 
faithful  sex  vice  of  the  late  City  Treasurer,  Fred- 
erick IT.  Tracy,  his  salary  from  the  time  of  his 
death  up  to  July  1, 1875,  be  paid  to  his  widow  and 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Salaries. 

Order  read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 


ASSESSORS  TO  VERIFY  WARRANT    OF  TREASURER. 

Alderman  Bigelow  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Assessors' 
Department  be  requested  to  consider  the  expedi- 
ency of  requiring  the  assessors  of  taxes  to  verify 
their  warrant  to  the  Treasurer  f  orjthe  collection  of 
taxes  by  adding  up  and  proving  the  hooks  known 
as  the  "Treasurer's  Manusciipts." 
Read  once. 

NORTHAMPTON-STREET  DISTRICT/ 

Alderman  Stebbins  presented  the  report  (City 
Doc.  No.  25)  on  the  Northarnpton-stieet  district 
improvement,  giving  in  detail  the  amount  of  work 
performed,  etc. 

Satisfactory  arrangements  having  been  made 
with  the  abutters,  the  following  streets 
were  laid  out  by  the  Street  Commissioners,  upon 
the  recommendation  of  the  committee,  namely : 
Newcomb  street,  from  Washington  street  to  Har- 
rison avenue,  without  expense;  East  Lenox  street, 
from  Washington  street  to  Fellows  street,  at  an 
estimated  expense  of  $39,318.95;  Thorndike  street, 
from  Washington  street  to  Harrison  avenue,  at  an 
estimated  expense  of  $48,117;  Hunneman  street, 
from  Harrison  avenue  to  Altany  street,  at  an  esti- 
mated expense  of  $4982;  Fellows  street,  from 
Northampton  street  to  Hunnenoan  street,  without 
expense ;  Reed  street,  from  Northampton  street  to 
Thorndike  street,  without  expense.  For  raising 
these  streets  above  grade  12  the  city  paid  the 
contractor  at  the  rate  ot  $7.40  per  square. 

As  it  was  necessary  to  raise  certain  buildings  in 
order  to  fill  the  lands,  the  owners  were  directed  by 
an  order  ot  the  City  Council,  passed  on  the  28th  of 
February,  to  do  the  work  on  or  before  the  15th  of 
April.  The  buildings  which  had  not  been  laised 
at  that  date  were  subsequently  raised  under  con- 
tract with  the  city,  and  the  expense  charged  to 
the  estates,  a=  authorized  by  law.  The  work  of 
raising  the  grade  of  the  territory  was  begun  by 
the  contractor  about  the  1st  of  July,  and  prosecut- 
ed with  great  energy  up  to  the  date  of  its  com- 
pletion, the  10th  of  December. 

The  total  number  of  cubic  yards  of  gravel  de- 
posited on  the  district  during  that  time  amouuted 
to  170,344,  namely:  On  private  estates,  88,210;  on 
streets,  etc.,  below  grade  12,  21,923;  on  streets 
above  grade  12,  60,211.  The  expenses  chargeable 
upon  the  owners  of  estates  are— for  88,210  cubic 
yards' filling,  at  eiglity  cents,  $70,568;  for  raising 
buildings,  etc.,  $3503.14;  total,  $74,071.14.  The 
net  cost  to  the  city  of  the  improvement  will 
amount  to  about  $176,651.52,  namely,  21,923  yards' 
filling  in  streets,  etc.,  at  eighty  cents,  $17,538.40; 
60.211  yards'  filling  in  streets,  etc.,  at  92%  cents, 
$55,695.17;  estimated  cost  of  street  improvements, 
$92,417.95;  expenses  of  surveying,  engineering, 
superintendence,  lighting,  guarding,  etc.,  say 
$11,000;  total,  $176,651.52.  The  appropriations 
heretofore   made  for  the  work  amount  to  $205,000. 

The  actual  payments  to  date  have  been  as  fol- 
lows: Gravel,  $141,857.20;  surveying,  $2455.05;  en- 
gineering and  expenses,  $1686.10;  superintendent, 
$1170;  watchmen,  $1920;  gatemen,  $444;  raising 
buildings,  $2934.50;  carpenters'  and  masons'  work, 
$1381.65;  rent  of  office,  fuel,  lanterns,  oil,  etc., 
$251.45;  advertising,  printing  and  stationery, 
$206.51;  teaming,  $15.25;  committee's  expenses 
[1874]— refreshments,  $544.80;  carriage  hire,  $66; 
extension  of  East  Lenox  street,  $19,614;  laying  out 
and  widening  Hunneman  si  i  eet,  $1609.50 ; '  unpaid 
draft  for  street  damages,  $10,228  \  total,  $186,384.01 ; 
balance  ot  appropriation  remaining  on  hand,  $18,- 
615.99. 

To  settle  street  damages  there  will  be  required, 
say,  $62,000;  balance  due  the  contractor  for  filling, 
$1000;  expenses  of  superintendence,  collection, 
etc.,  $1000;  total  estimated  amount  to  be  paid, 
$64,000;  deduct  balance  of  appropriation  on  hand, 
$18,615;  leaving  amount  to  be  provided,  $45,385. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  appropriations  al- 
ready made  are  more  than  sufficient  to  cover  the 
net.  cost  to  the  city  of  the  improvement ;  but  it  is 
necessary  for  the  City  Council  to  provide  the 
means  to  cover  the  gross  cost. 

The  committee  report  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  re- 
quested to  report  an  order  providing  the  means 
for  completing  the  improvement  oh  the  North- 
ampton-street district. 

There  was  also  appended  to  the  report  orders 
levying  assessments  for  raising  the  grades  of  es- 
tates. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  assess- 
ing betteiments  was  postponed  till  Thursday  next 
at  4  P.  M.,to  which  time  the  Board  voted  to  ad- 
journ.   The  order  for  the  Committee  on  Finance 
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to  provide  the  means  was  read  twice,  passed  and 
sent  down. 

THIBD  ASSISTANT  ASSESSORS. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Assess- 
ors' Department,  submitted  a.  report  nominating 
the  following-named  persons  for  Second  Assistnnt 
Assessors : 

Ward  1— John  Hartnett,  Isaiah  Whitte.n. 

"Ward  2— James  E.  Toner,  William  M.  Starrett. 

Ward  3— M.  F.  Wells. 

Ward  4— Martin  Dowling,  W.  S.  Whitney. 

Ward  5— Roger  H.  Srannell,  John  J.  Murphy. 

Ward  6- John  T.  Piince. 

Ward  7— Jeremiah  Sullivan, Dennis  Moore. 

Ward  8— Ira  D.  Davenport. 

Ward  9  Francis  R.  Stoddard,  Frederick  A.  Wil- 
kins. 

Ward  10— F.  S.  Risteen. 

Ward  11— William  B.  Smart. 

Ward  12— Thomas  Leavitt,  John  E.  Huntress. 

Ward  13 -Edward  W.  Dolan. 

Ward  14— Elbridge  G.  Scott,  William  H.  Mcln- 
tosb. 

Ward  15— Edward  Kellv,  John  C.  Coombs. 

Ward  16— George  W.  Conant,  E.  H.  R.  Ruggles, 
Richardson  Hutchinson. 

Ward  17— George  H.  Williams,  Edward  M.  Skin- 
ner. 

Ward  19— Richard  B.  Smart. 

Ward  20— Dennis  G.  Quirk. 

Ward  21— Isaac  W.  Derby. 

Ward  22— D.  D.  Taylor. 

Report  accepted  and  nominations  laid  over. 

STREET    DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Streets 
on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  an  order  to 
nay  F.  B.  &  J.  M.  Austin  $15,552.50,  for  land  taken 
in  name  of  F.  B.  Austin  in  widening  Pleasant 
street,  Charleston  n.    Order  read  once. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  reports  as  follows  : 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted — D.  Hamilton,  30 
Phillips  street;  Elijah  W.  Jaquith,  5G  East  Canton 
street ;  Dana  &  Flanders,  34  Crescent  place ;  Lynch 
&  Mahoney,  292  North  street ;  G.  D.  Clough,  21 
Cambridge  street;  Rounds  &  Vaughn,  61  Green 
street. 

Inuholder's  License  Granted— John  D.  Miller, 
1001  and  1003  Washington  street. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Refused— Philip  Marzyn- 
ski,  104  Ebot  street;  M.  H.  Murray,  15  Vernon 
street,  Boston  Highlands. 

Innholder's  License  Refused— A.  M.  Ross,  16 
Kneel^nd  street. 

Minors'  Applications  Granted— Fourteen  news- 
boys. 

Dealer  in  Second-hand  Articles  Licensed — 
Lewis  Levi,  23-25  Salem  street. 

Pawnbroker  Licensed— Lewis  Levi,  23-25  Salem 
street. 

Billiard  Licenses  Granted — Charles  H.  Picker- 
ing, 67  Causeway  street;  W.  H.  Leavitt,  580  Wash- 
ington street. 

Auctioneer  Licensed— Thomas  M.  Smith,  Jr.,  97 
State  street. 
,  Amusement  Licenses  Granted— James  Fitzger- 
ald, to  give  a  variety  entertainment  at  Federhen 
Hall;  Miss  C.  C.  Johnstone,  for  license  for  dra- 
matic readings  at  Centre  Hall,  Ward  17. 

Severally  accepted. 

PERMIT  TO  BUILD. 

Alderman  Pope,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings,  submitted  a 
report  with  order  authorizing  a  permit  to  Glover 
&  Jones  to  erect  wooden  building  on  a  wharf  in 
rear  of  Commercial  streeet,  Ward  16.  Order  read 
once. 

PERMITS   FOR  STABLES. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  re- 
ports in  favor  of  granting  permits  to  occupy  sta- 
bles, on  the  usual  conditions,  as  follows:  M.  C. 
Murry,  Downer  street,  Ward  15,  the  stable  to 
conform  to  grade  as  established  bv  the  city  of 
Boston ;  Thomas  T.  Lane,  Paris  street,  near  Marion 
street,  provided  the  old  stable  shall  be  removed 
and  the  new  one  placed  nearer  to  the  right  of  line 
than  at  present;  James  N.  Cowin,  Princeton 
street,  No.  19,  Ward  1,  provided  all  outbuildings 
(vault,  shed,  etc.,)  shall  be  lemoved.  Severally  ac- 
cepted. 

PAVING   REPORTS   AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
submitted  reports  and  orders  as  follows  : 


Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  Cressy&  Noyes,  for  leave  to  locate  a  pipe 
for  water  sprinkler  at  49-51  W^ieham  street. 

Report  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions to  S.  &  D.  Richards  to  move  two  wooden 
buildings  from  Garden  court  to  Foss  street, 
Charlestown. 

Report  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  petition  of 
Eaton,  Sawyer,  et  at.,  for  removal  of  ice  from 
Chatham  street,  the  work  having  been  done. 

Severally  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  establish  the  revised 
grade  of  Bower  street,  bet-ween  Walnut  avenue 
and  Warren  street,  as  shown  on  a  plan  and  profile 
drawn  by  the  City  Surveyor,  dated  Nov.  18,  1874; 
also  the  revised  grade  of  Sherman  street,  near 
Bower  street,  as  shown  on  a  plan  and  profile 
drawn  Dy  the  City  Surveyor,  dated  Jai.  23,1871; 
said  plans  being  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  City 
Surveyor. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  orders  for  the  collection  of  sidewalk 
assessments  in  Greenville  street,  and  edgestone 
assessments  in  Canal  street.  Orders  read  twice 
and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $3.48  be  abated  from 
the  sir] e walk  assessment  of  Hannah  S.  and  N.  G. 
W.  Dewetson,  No.  122  Silver  street;  that  the  sum 
of  $33.17,  assessed  to  Seth  C.  Ames  for  edgestones 
on  Brooks  street, be  abated,  and  the  same  assessed 
to  D.  waiter  Blaney;  that  the  sum  of  $40.50,  as- 
sessed on  heirs  of  C.  &  G.  Beldeu  for  edgestones 
oa  Brooks  street,  be  abated ,  and  the  same  assessed 
on  William  Wood  ;  that  the  sum  of  $2  70  be  abated 
from  the  sidewalk  assessment  of  Frederick  Mun- 
roe,  on  Russell  street,  the  same  being  an  error  in  ' 
assessment;  that  the  sum  of  $18.39,  assessed  to  E. 
P.  Brown  for  edgestone;-.  on  School  street.  Ward 
17,  be  abated,  and  the  same  assessed  to  A.  N.  Bur- 
ton. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

PERMITS  FOR  STEAM  ENGINES. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Steam 
Engines,  submitted  reports  in  favor  of  granting 
permits  to  locate  steam  engioes  by  heirs  of  Solo- 
mon Wildes  on  Washington  street,  and  Fiftv  As- 
sociates on  Washington  street,  near  Elm  street. 
Severally  accepted. 

MUNICIPAL  REGISTER  FOE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Printing,  to  whom  was  referred  the  request  of 
School  Committtee  for  a  cony  of  the  Municipal 
Register  for  each  member,  reported  that  the  re- 
quest ought  to  be  granted,  and  as  the  city  ordi- 
nances place  the  editions  and  distribution  of  the 
city  publications  under  the  control  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing  they  will  direct  the  supply  to 
the  School  Committee, when  printed,  renderingno 
fm  ther  action  necessary  on  the  part  of  the  City 
Council.    Accepted  and  sent  dowr. 

EMPLOYFS  IN  LAMP  DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Stebbins,  for  the  Committee  on 
Lamps,  submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  on  and  after  March  15,  until  other- 
wise ordered,  the  rate  of  compensation  of  per- 
sons employed  in  the  lighting  and  care  of  the 
public  lamps  in  the  city  proper,  East  and  South 
'  Boston  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  two  cents  per 
lamp  per  night. 

Alderman  Stebbins  Sfid  this  was  a  reduction  of 
a  quarter  of  a  cent. 

The  order  was  read  once. 

POLICE  RULES  AND    REGULATIONS. 

The  chairman,  for  the  Committee  on  Police, 
submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  section  50  of  the  rules  and  regu- 
lations for  the  government  of  the  Boston  Police 
Department  shall  not  be  construed  to  require  the 
presence  of  day  and  night  officers  at  the  same 
time  at  roll  call  in  tne  several  station  bouses. 

Ordered.  That  the  twenty-fifth  section  of  the 
rules  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  the 
Police  Department  be  so  amended  that  persons 
.over  thirty- five  years  of  age  shall  not  be  eligible 
for  appointment. 

Severally  read  once. 

PUBLIC   PARKS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  Board  took 
up  the  special  assignment  for  five  o'clock  P.  M., 
viz.,  order  for  the  Mayor  to  petition  the  General 
Court  for  authority  "to  purchase  or  otherwise 
take  land  within  the  limits  of  the  city"  for  pur- 
pose of  public  parks.  The  question  was  on  the 
passage  of  the  order. 
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Alderman  Power— I  supposed  when  thi°  order 
was  laid  on  the  table  that  it  was  because  "his  Gov- 
ernmentwas  not  prepared  to  go  any  furtiier,  or 
commit  this  city,  at  the  present  time,  to  anything 
likely  to  call  for  such  an  immense  amount  of 
money,  or  so  greatly  increase  the  debt,  as  would 
the  procuring  of  lands  for  a  public  park,  and  I 
should  like,  before  saying  anything  further,  to 
hear  the  reasons  of  the  gentleman  for  desiring  the 
matter  assigned  for  today. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  made  the  motion  to  take 
the  order  from  the  table  and  specially  assign  it 
for  today,  that  the  subject  might  be  considered 
and  disposed  of.  If  it  is  the  desire  of  the  City 
Council  to  make  application  to  the  Legislature  at 
its  piesent  session,  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  or- 
der to  pass  at  the  present  time,  otherwise  it  will 
be  ruled  out  and  defeated  this  year.  I  made  the 
motion  because  I  thought  the  subject  should  be 
decided,  and  not  because  I  am  an  advocate  of  the 
expendituie  for  parks  at  this  time. 

Alderman  Power— I  move  that  the  order  be  in- 
definitely postponed. 

Alderman  Worihington — I  trust  we  shall  not 
indefinitely  postpone  this  subject.  It  is  altogether 
•too  important  for  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Boston,  and  for  it;  future  prosperity,  to  Le,in defi- 
nitely postponed.  The  experience  of  every  city  in 
this  Union,  without  exception,  I  think — at  least 
cities  of  the  size  of  Boston — is  that  it  is  a  very 
great  advantage  to  have  public  parks  and  squares. 
Chicago,  Net  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  and 
numerous  other  cities  have  expended  money  for 
parks,and  m  several  cases  have  received  back 
more  money  than  they  paid  out,  so  that  it  is  dem- 
onstrated to  be  a  money-making  as  well  as  health- 
promoting  scheme.  New  York, as  anyone  can  see 
by  examining  the  reports,  has  spent  some  $13,- 
000,000,  and  the  income  fiom  the  ae.ioiu- 
ing  territory  mote  than  pays  the  interest 
on  the  expenditure.  Baltimore  has  a  very  large 
number  of  <*cres  devoted  to  parks  and  squares, 
the  income  Lorn  which  is  very  large  indeed,  and 
the  advantage  to  the  city  is  very  great.  If  gentle- 
men will  look  at  the  report  of  the  commissioners 
who  were  appointed  lact  year,  after  this  order 
was  discussed  in  the  City  Council  and  in  the  pa- 
pers, and  the  wishes  of  the  people  fully  expressed 
in  its  lavor,  they  will  see  the  very  ereat  advan- 
tage gained  by  other  cities  in  establishing  parks  ; 
they  will  also  find  the  evidence  of  gentlemen  well 
versed  on  the  subject,  and  their  testimony  is 
strongly  in  its  favor.  I  hardly  know  what  portion 
of  the  report  of  the  Park  Commission  to  read; 
every  word  of  it  is  important  for  this  board  to 
consider;  there  is  not  a  word  in  the  report  that  is 
not  directly  and  strongly  in  favor  of  the  city  of 
Boston  laying  out  parks  and  boulevards  for  the 
better  health  of  the  people. 

[The  Alderman  read  a  lengthy  extract  from  the 
report  of  the  Park  Commission,  beginning  on 
page  7,  relating  to  the  sanitary  improvements 
needed  in  the  city,  and  then  he  resumed  his  re- 
marks.] 

I  could  read  more.  It  is  important  for  us  to 
read  and  reflect  upon  this  report.  Sufficient 
reason  is  given  there  why  we  should  have  parks 
and  squares,  and  why  we  should  pass  this  order 
now.  This  order  is  merely  for  the  Mayor  to  peti- 
tion the  Legislature  for  authority  to  take 
or  purchase  lauds  for  a  puDlic  park. 
The  argument  made  against  it  is  that 
it  is  an  entering  wedge.  Sir,  that  may 
be  true,  because  it  will  give  us  authority;  but  the 
Mayor  will  have  no  authoiity  to  take  land  with- 
out the  consent  of  this  Board,  and  it  will  be  no 
harm  to  obtain  this  authority  from  the  Legisla- 
ture, so  that  in  case  the  Government  decides  to 
have  parks  and  a  favorable  opportunity  is  offered, 
the  lands  may  be  secured.  Jsow  we  have  no  pos- 
sible way  of  doing  that;  we  must  remain  as  we 
are,  for  we  have  no  authority.  Therefore  I  think 
xe  should  request  the  Mayor  to  petition  for  this 
authority,  and  whether  we  immediately  lay  out 
parks  or  not. 

Alderman  Qumcy—  I  have  no  desire,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, to  unnecessarily  augment  by  a  penny  the 
burdens  which  now  weigh  heavily  on  the  tax- 
payer, but  still  I  agree  with  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
that  a  wise  foresight  should  induce  us  to  take  the 
step  proposed  at  the  present  time.  How  often  do 
we  hear  it  said,  that  had  our  ancestors  realized  in 
the  least  what  was  to  be  the  future  of  their  city, 
they  would  have  undertaken  and  carried  out  for 
our  benefit,  at  a  then  trifling  expense,  the  very 
improvement^  which  are  now  costing  us  millions. 
They  may  have  been  excusable  in  failing  to  ap- 
preciate their  city's    future,  but  can  we  say  as 


much  for  ourselves  unless  we  wilfully  shut  out- 
eyes  to  indications  which  have  already  called 
forth  the  comments  of  our  rivals?  Look  at 
the  impetus  which  commerce  must  surely  re- 
ceive by  the  opening  of  the  tunnel  route 
and  consider  the  splendid  terminal  facilities  of- 
fered by  the  oouth  Boston  flats  in  connection 
with  the  railway  schemes  ]  rojected,  and  we  must 
surely  agree  with  the  editorial  opinion  of  the  New 
York  Times  to  the  effect  that  Boston  may  easily 
attain  the  first  rank  as  a  commercial  port  and  at- 
tain a  preeminence  which  will  result  in  immensely 
increa.-  ing  the  export  trade  of  the  country.  Be- 
lieving as  I  do  in  the  high  position  which  our  city 
is  destined  to  assume  amo.ig  the  metropolises  of 
the  New  World,  I  think  we  can  hardly  do  better 
than  to  take  the  advice,  though  not  exactly  in  the 
intended  sense,  offered  us  by  Boston's  poet  many 
years  ago  in  connection  with  a  scheme  of  which 
we  now  see  the  accomplishment.  Among  the  lat- 
ter-day warnings  which  he  enumerates  we  read — 

"When  the  first  locomotive's  wheel 
Rolls  through  the  Hoosac  Tunnel's  bore, 
Till  then  let  Gumming  blaze  away , 

And  Miller's  saints  blow  up  the  globe ; 
But  when  you  see  that  blessed  day, 
Then  order  your  ascension  robe." 

We  have  now  seen  that  blessed  day,  and  though 
we  may  hardly  anticipate  the  millennium,  is  it 
not  a  sign  that  Boston's  ascension  to  a  higher 
rank  as  a  commercial  metropolis  than  she  has 
ever  yet  enjoyed  is  at  hand,  and  in  that  view  may 
we  not  consider  the  proposed  park  or  system  of 
parks  as  a  robe  or  ornament  both  fitting  and 
necessary  for  the  rank  and  position  which  awaits 
Boston  in  the  near  future?  If  so,  let  us  give  our 
orders  now,  while  land  is  cheap,  and,  as  his  Honor 
has  suggested,  pay  for  improvement  thereon  by 
degrees  as  we  can  afford  it,  trusting  to  tne  better- 
ments to  take  care  of  the  mterest  on  original  pur- 
chase money.  Then  we  may  fairly,  expect  that 
our  posterity  will  give  us  credit  for  having  read 
and  profited  by  the  lessons  of  experience. 

In  reply  to  the  suggestion  tb>.t  this  is  going  to 
entail  a  large  expense,  I  would  call  attention  to 
the  subject  of  a  new  Court  House.  We  have  had 
authority|forja  number  of  years  to  take  lands  for  a 
Court  House,  but  nothing  has  ever  been  done.  I 
fail  to  see  that  harm  can  result  by  obtaining  the 
desired  authority  from  the  Legislature. 

Alderman  Power — It  is  all  very  fine  to  talk  about 
the  health  of  the  city,  and  to  show  what  other  cit- 
ies have  done.  There  is  one  thing  which  to  me  is 
the  tnojt  important  in  this  world.  It  i<=  honor  and 
credit.  And  is  there  a  city  in  this  Union  today 
whose  honor  and  credit  stand  as  high  as  the  city 
of  Boston's?  And  why  is  it  so?  It  is  because  she 
has  enjoyed  a  pruuent,  economical  and  honest 
administration  of  her  affairs,  and  she  has  always 
maintained  her  houor  and  credit,  because 
those  who  have  had  the  administration  of 
the  Government  have  been  very  careful 
to  guaid  the  city  from  ever  entering  into 
such  wild  schemes  as  this  appears  to  be. 
Now,  sir,  we  all  know  there  is  not  one  single 
reason  why  other  cities  need  or  should  have  a 
park  that  applies  to  Boston,  the  whole  suburbs  of 
which  form  an  elegant  park,  which  will  compare 
favorably  with  those  in  any  city  in  this  country .- 
I  do  not  mean  to  deny  the  sanitary  advantages  of 

Earks;  but  I  object  to  all  these  arguments, 
ecause  they  lead  people  to  believe 
that  Boston  is  the  most  unhealthy  place  in 
the  country — the  reason  given  for  which  is 
that  we  nave  no  parks.  Now,  sir,  all 
who  take  the  trouble  to  search  into  the  matter, 
know  that  Boston  is  not  the  most  unhealthy,  but 
one  of  the  most  healthy  cities  in  the  country ;  and 
these  figures  in  the  report  of  the  Park  Commis- 
sion, showing  that  the  death  rate  is  increasing 
every  year,  are  calculated  to  lead  people 
astray.  I  have  seen  statistics  within  a  few 
days  showiBg  that  since  the  addition  of 
West  Roxbuiy  and  Charle'stown  the  death 
rate  is  less  than  it  was  before.  The  year  when  the 
smallpox  prevailed  is  put  down  here  as  a 
scare,  and  to  show  that  Boston  is  growing  un- 
healthy. I  do  not  deny  the  sanitary  advantages 
of  public  parks;  I  have  no  objections  to  the  city 
laying  them  out  when  we  can  afford  to  do  so.  But 
it  is  of  more  advantage  for  Boston  to  promote  its 
business  interests,  to  give  an  impetus  to  its  man- 
ufactures, and  to  extend  such  encouragement  to 
capitalists  that  they  will  stay  here  and  do  busi- 
ness. Now.  what  is  the  greatest  curse  that 
ever  befell  any  community  or  country?  It  is  a 
high  rate  of  taxation,  and  I  say  the  city  of  Boston 
is  not  competent  to  stand  a  more  exorbitant  rate 
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of  taxation  than  it  is  burdened  with  now,  and  un- 
less we  do  something  to  less3n  taxation  we  shall 
lose  many  more  of  our  business  men.  1  have  been 
at  work  on  two  or  three  committees  today,  mak- 
ing up  the  estimates  for  the  coming  year; 
in  company  with  the  Superintendent  of  Streets 
I  have  looked  over  many  petitions  for  public 
improvements,  for  grading  and  paving  streets, 
and  1  have  not  seen  one  that  ought  not  to  be  done 
today.  But  still  I  have  had  to  tell  him  to  throw 
aside  more  than  one-half  of  them  in  order  to  cut 
down  the  appropriation.  The  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing ought  to  have  two  millions  of  dollars  this  year ; 
we  had  thirteen  hundred  thousand  dollars  last  year, 
and  have  been  looking  about  to  see  how  we  could 
cut  it  down,  and  do  something  to  reduce  the  rate 
of  taxation  in  the  city  of  Boston.  This  has  been 
the  case  with  the  other  committees  I  have  met  to- 
day, and  the  same  applies  to  every  department  in 
the  city  today  They  must  pass  by  some  im- 
provements which  seem  necessary  to  carry 
on  the  business  of  the  city  and  put  the  citi- 
zens in  a  safe  condition.  They  must  let  many 
improvements  lie  over  fo'-  another  «year,  to 
see  if  we  cannot  reduce  taxation.  A  great  deal 
of  stress  is  laid  by  the  Park  Commissioners 
on  the  low  lands  of '  Boston;  that  a  great 
deal  of  the  high  death  rate  and  prevailing  disease 
comes  from  them,  and  the  only  way  to  save  the 
city  is  to  fill  them  up  and  have  a  park.  Now,  sir, 
I  differ  from  those  doctors  and  the  Board  of 
Health.  I  say,  without  fear  of  contradiction,  that 
you  cannot  prevent  the  greater  portion.of  this  in- 
creased death  rate — if  it  is  caused  by  a  want  of 
proper  drainage,  as  they  say— by  laying  out  a  pub- 
lic park  there.  If  improper  drainage  has  any- 
thing to  do  with  it,  the  cause  is  in  the 
improper  manner  in  which  the  best  houses 
in  Boston  are  connected  with  sewers.  This  it  is 
that  Alls  the  best  houses  on  the  Back  Bay  with  im- 
pure air,  and  a  very  small  part  of  the  trouble  is 
caused  by  the  emptying  of  the  sewers  into  the 
water.  I  say  this  without  fear  of  contradiction 
from  any  physician,  and  if  gentlemen  will  look 
into  it  they  will  find  the  same  thing.  The 
gentleman  talks  about  our  ancestors,  and 
what  they  might  have  done  if  they  had 
looked  ahead.  I  say,  when  they  laid  out  a  part  of 
Washington  street  a  hundred  feet  iu  width,  and 
built  the  Milldam,  that  is  evidence  that  they  did 
look  ahead,  and  went  as  fast  as  their  means  and 
the  demands  of  the  times  would  warrant  them. 
The  taxpayers  of  today  do  not  want  us  to  go  one 
step  farther  iu  chis  matter  of  parks.  I 
should  be  glad  if  the  city  of  Boston  could  afford 
to  have  them  ;  but  she  cannot.  They  cannot  be 
laid  out  without  the  city  assuming  a  large  debt, 
and  I  say  you  should  not  add  one  dollar  to  the 
present  debt  of  the  city  of  Boston,  if  you  do  not 
want  to  drive  our  best  taxpayers  out  of  the 
city.  As  I  said  before,  I  have  spent  this  day  in 
trying  to  see  how  many  matters  we  could  retrench 
in.,  aud  I  contend  that  this  is  one  of  the  improve- 
ments that  should  be  postponed  for  the  present. 
When  Boston  can  afford  to  have  a  public  park,  I 
shall  be  as  proud  of  it  as  any  gentleman  in  this 
Board;  but  I  do  not  want  to  see  any  steps  taken 
today  that  will  commit  the  city  to  this  expensive 
improvement.  I  therefore  move  that  the  o;  der  be 
indefinitely  postponed. 

Alderman  Power  in  the  chair. 

Aldeiman  Clark — Mr.  Chairman,  I  do  not  pro- 
pose at  this  time  to  argue  either  in  favor  or 
against  a  public  park  for  the  city  of  Boston.  1"  be- 
lieve that  the  sentiment  of  the  people  is  too  well 
understood  upon  this  subject  to  require  any  argu- 
ment in  favor  of  such  a  measure  whenever  the 
financial  condition  of  the  city  will  admit  of  ic,  and 
that  this  condition  will  soon  return  to  us  is  sure  if 
we  impiove  our  advantages  and  make  this, 
as  we  may,  the  most  important  commercial 
depot  upon  the  Atlantic  coast,  both  for 
the  exportation  of  merchandise  to  foreign 
countries  and  its  importation  and  distribution 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  coun- 
try. No  city  has  such  natural  advantages,  and 
nowhere  cari  business  be  done  so  expeditiously  or 
so  economically  as  here.  All  that  wa  need  is  for 
our  capitalists  to  interest  themselves  in  helping 
for  warn  increased  railroad  and  terminal  facilities. 
Such  an  investment  of  capital  is  demanded 
by  an  already  increased  business  and  is 
sure  to  return  handsome  dividends  and  keep 
occupied  the  splendid  warehouses  which  have 
been  erected.  Our  moneyed  men  should  invest 
here  instead  of  building  railroads  and  cities  in 
other  sections  of  the  country  and  by  their  neglect 
injuring  the   one  in  which  their  capital  has  been 


accumulated.  For,  sir,  there  is  hardly  a  raihoad 
iu  the  West  or  South  that  has  not  been  built  by 
the  aid  of  Boston  capital,  and  without  the  energy 
and  capital  of  this  city  the  Pacific  Railroad 
would  still  be  among  the  things  talked  of,  but  not 
accomplished;  and  today  Boston  capital  is  seeking 
investment  in  unsuccessful  ArUansas  and  Texas 
railroads,  and  leaving  one  of  the  most  promising 
lines  to  the  West,  having  its  terminus  in  the  very 
heart  of  our  city,  unfinished  for  the  lack  of  funds 
so  freely  invested  in  distant  mterprises.  If  the 
capitalists  ot  Boston,  instead  of  investing  funds 
in  distant  enterprises,  will  look  a  little  to  the  in- 
terests of  one  which  leads  directly  into  the  heart 
of  our  city,  business  will  at  once  improve,  and 
this  cry  of  high  taxation  and  hard  times  will  cease. 
The  necessity,  however,  of  improved  drainage  for 
a  large  and  rapidly  growing  section  of  our  city  is 
a  fact  which  cannot  be  ignored  and  which  claims 
an  early,  earnest  and  most  careful  consideration. 
Recent  developments  in  regard  to  the  large  in- 
crease in  the  death  rats  make  it  imperative  that 
this  most  vital  of  all  our  conditions,  the  health 
ot  our  people,  should  receive  without  delay 
the  consideiation  ot  this  body,  and  that 
every  means  should  be  used  which  may  seem  to 
be  necessary  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  end. 
We  are  placed  here,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  the  guard- 
ians of  the  healch  and  lives  of  the  people,  the 
poor  as  vvell  as  the  rich,  and  we  shall  prove  un- 
faithful to  our  trust  if  we  longer  pass  unheeded 
the  admonitions  which  we  have  received  from  so 
many  sources  and  from  our  own  knowledge  of  the 
facts. 

I  believe,  sir,  that  the  health  of  the  entire  south- 
ern Back  Bay  section  of  our  city  is  seriously 
affe  'ted  at  the  present  time,  and  will  continue  to 
be  more  and  more  endangered  in  the  future  by 
the  poisonous  influences  which  come  from  an  im- 
perfect and  inadequate  system  of  drainage.  The 
great  sewer  which  drains  a  large  section  of  the 
Highlands  and  which  takes  the  sewage  of 
all  the  principal  breweries  terminates  on 
the  west  side  of  Parker  street,  and  spteads 
its  filth  over  hundreds  of  acres  of  flats, 
and  the  air  which  should  prove  such  a  blessing 
during  the  heats  of  summer,  is  filled  with  the 
poisonous  stench,  and  is  carried  into  every  sec- 
tion of  the  city,  the  promoter  of  sickness  and 
death  instead  of  health  and  its  attendant  bless- 
ings. Mr.  Chairman,  I  desire  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Boaru  to  the  communication  from  the  Board 
of  health  to  the  City  Council  ot  1874,  dated  Dec. 
17,  and  with  your  permission  for  the  purpose  of 
enforcing  my  statements  I  will  read  from  this  re- 
port. 

[The  Alderman  read  at  length  from  City  Docu- 
ment 112  of  1874,  being  a  communication  from  the 
Board  of  Health  upon  the  necessity  of  improved 
sewerage  in  the  Roxbury  Canal,  Stony  Brook  and 
Muddy  Brook,  and  resumed. 1 

Mr.  Chairman— I  am  informed  by  competent  en- 
gineering authority  that  the  be.-t  and  almost  the 
only  way  to  improve  the  drainage  of  this  section 
is  to  adopt  some  system  which  will  carry  the 
sewage  beyond  the  flats  out  into  the  bay,  where 
the  channel  is  sufficiently  deep  to  prevent  its  re- 
turn. Unfortunately  the  grade  of  the  land  is  un- 
favorable for  the  construction  of  such  a  se  ft  er.  It 
is  too  flat,  and  without  the  aid  of  tide  water 
the  end  sought  for  could  not  be  accomplished; 
but  by  the  construction  of  a  water  basin  in  wiiich 
the  water  could  be  raised  or  lowered  at  pleasure 
with  each  returning  tide  a  sufficient  quantity 
could  be  forced  through  th°  sewers  and  thus  make 
the  system  as  complete  and  perfect  as  that  of 
Pans,  which  I  understand  to  be  the  best  of 
any  city  in  the  world.  It  is  not  proposed, 
as  some  writer  has  either  ignorautly  or  ma- 
liciously stated,  to  make  this  basin  a  recepti- 
cle  of  sewage  matter — it  is  that  already — 
but  to  reclaim  it  from  what  it  now  is  and  fill  it 
with  pure  water  which  may  be  used  by  the  action 
of  the  tide  in  cleansing  the  sewers  from  impuri- 
ties twice  during  twenty-four  hours.  Now,  Mr. 
Chairman,  in  order  to  be  able  to  carry  out  this 
method,  if  this  is  found  to  be  the  best,'it  will  te 
absolutely  necessary  to  have  the  right  from  the 
Legislature  to  take  or  purchase  lands  for  this  pur 
pose.  The  right,  1  say,  to  take;  because  it  would 
perhaps  be  impossible  to  buy  them  at  a  fair  price 
if  it  wj.s  found  that  we  must  have  them; 
and  if  we  desire  to  obtain  this  right  we  must  ask 
for  it ;  and,  therefore,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  contend  that 
we  by  our  votes  today  should  authorize  the  Mayor 
to  obtain  or  try  to  obtain  from  the  Legislature 
the  authority  necessary  to  control  the  so-called 
full  basin  and  properly  sewer  and  drain  this  section 
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of  the  city,  which  cannot  be  properly  drained  witu- 
out  it.  The  whole  of  the  property  necessary  for  this 
enterprise  is  in  danger  ot  being  lost  to  us  by  being 
filled  up  and  built  upon.  For  the  same  enterprise 
which  has  filled  the  flats  on  this  side  of  the  basin 
and  created  such  a  large  amounr  of  taxable  prop- 
erty for  the  city,  will  ultimately  extend  beyond  to 
the  Highlands  of  Brookline.  I  do  not,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, wish  to  be  considered  as  unnecessarily 
alarmed  in  regard  to  this  subject,  or  as  imagining 
evils  where  none  exist;  but  I  have  tor  the  past 
three  years  given  it  much  thought,  aDd  cannot 
but  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is 
vital  to  the  health  of  the  people  and  the 
future  growth  and  prisperity  of  the  city: 
and  believing  as  I  do  that  with  a  pioper  sjstem  or 
drainage  ours  would  be  one  of  the  healthiest  cities 
in  the  world  in  proportion  to  population,  I  shall 
feel  it  my  duty  to  advocate  at  all  times  such 
measures  as  will  tend  to  accomplish  that  end. 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  somewhat  of  the  opinion 
of  the  Alderman  from  the  Twelfth  Ward, 
who,  while  assenting  in  general  to  the  re- 
port <f  the  Park  Commissioners,  of  which 
he  was  a  member,  was  not  quite  ready  in  view  of 
the  heavy  debt  upon  us  and  the  dulness  of  busi- 
ness to  incur  any  unnecessary  expense  at  present. 
I  quite  agree  with  him  and  with  those  who  in- 
dorse his  caution,  and  I  trust  that  no  expenditure 
of  money  will  be  made  for  any  purpose  whatever 
which  is  not  clearly  for  tne  interest  of 
our  whole  people.  In  authorizing  the  Mayor 
to  petition  the  Legislature,  as  the  order 
provides,  we  make  no  expenditure  of  money,  nor 
does  it  involve  the  expenditure  of  a  single  dollar. 
It  may  be  uiged  that  there  is  danger  in  possessing 
this  right,  lest  it  be  used  before  the  proper  time 
arrives;  that  it  would  be  unsafe  for  this  Board  to 
possess  this  right  lest  they  abuse  it.  Is  it  possible, 
Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  men  who  occupy  these 
seats  cannot  be  safely  trusted  with  such  authori- 
ty? Is  it  unsafe,  genttemen,  to  entrust  you  w'th 
power  from  the  State  to  protect  the  health  and  Jives 
of  the  citizens  of  Boston.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  for  one 
have  too  much  confidence  in  the  integrity  and 
honor  of  this  Board  to  believe  that  they  cannot 
be  trusted  with  this  or  any  right  which  the  Legis- 
lature may  choose  to  grant  the  city  for  thi^  pur- 
pose or  any  purpose  whatsoever;  if  such  is  not 
the  case,  we  are  unwoithy  the  seats  we  occupy. 
Not  a  dollar  chu  be  spent,"  if  this  right  is  obtained, 
in  the  laying  out  of  parks  or  in  building  of  sewers 
until  you  decide  that  the  interest  of  the  city 
requires  it  and  approve  "f  it  by  your  votes.  Gen- 
tlemen, I  believe,  with  His  Honor,  that  the  matter 
would  be  safe  in  your  hands.  Mr.  Chairman,  £ 
have  endeavored  to  show  that  a  necessity  exists 
for  immediate  action  by  the  City  CouuciTfor  im- 
proved sewerage  facilities,  and  in  order  to  carry 
out  this  improvement  to  the  best  advantage,  it 
will  doubtless  be  necessary  to  obtain  legislative 
authority.  I  have  been  led  to  a  belief  in  this  neces- 
sity from«the  reports  of  the  boards  of  health,  both 
city  and  State,  from  the  opinions  of  some  of  our 
most  eminent  physicians  who  have  made  the  sub- 
ject of  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  city  a  study, 
and  from  my  own  senses  of  sight  and  smeJl.  If 
the  right  is  obtained  and  it  should  be  found 
that  the  best  method  for  an  ample  and 
perfect  system  of  drainage  would  involve 
the  taking  of  a  portion  of  the  flats  be- 
yond Parker  street  for  a  reservoir  of  puie  wa- 
ter for  purposes  which  I  have  already  mentioned, 
the  whole  territory  in  the  immediate  neighbor- 
hood will  be  so  much  improved  that  the  increased 


income  from  taxes  would  soon  pay  the  interest  on 
the  whole  outlay.  Mr.  Chairman,  nature  has 
done  much  to  make  this  one  of  the  most  healthy 
and  beautiful  cities  of  America.  She  has  given 
us  a  magnificent  harbor ;  a  beautiful  river  border- 
ing one  of  our  principle  diiveways,  which  will 
afford  an  abunclant  supply  for  a  lake  of  pure 
water,  in  what  will  torn  be  our  very  centre^  from 
which  we  may  derive  the  combined  benefits  of 
health  and  pleasure  for  the  masses  of  our  people, 
and  if  we  improve  these  opportunities  which  so 
abundantly  sarround  us,  we  shall  accomplish  that 
for  our  city  which  will  entitle  us  to  the  gratitude 
of  the  present  and  the  blessings  of  the  future. 

These,  Mr.  Chairman,  are  my  views  in  regard  to 
this  very  important  matter.  I  do  not  believe  any 
subject  has  come  befoie  this  Government  in  years 
past,  or  will  come  before  it  the  present  year,  that 
is  half  as  important  as  this,  which  looks  to  the 
better  drainage  of  the  city  of  Boston.  I  hope  the 
Aldei  man  from  Ward  12,  when  he  was  looking 
over  the  estimates,  did  not  attempt  to  cut  down 
the  appropriation  for  the  better  drainage 
of  the  city.  I  believe  it  is  of  infinitely  more  impor- 
tance than  the  appropriation  for  paving,  and  that 
the  expenditure  for  drainage  and  sewerage  should 
be  incieased  rather  than  curtailed.  Let  every 
other  appropriation  be  curtailed  rather  than  that 
for  good  d  lain  age.  It  is  a  fact  which  cannot  be 
winked  out  of  sight  that  the  city  of  Boston,  which 
ought  to  be  the  most  healthy,  is  one  of  the  most 
unhealthy  cities  of  the  United  States. 

Alderman  Harris — Will  the  gentleman  give  his 
authority? 

Alderman  Clark— My  authority  comes  from  the 
city  and  State  boards  of  health  and  the  most 
competent  physicians.  There  is  no  more  compe- 
tent physician  than  the  gentleman  who  wrote  the 
report  of  the  Park  Commission,  and  if  the  gentle- 
man from  the  Charlestown  District  hos  read  that 
report  he  will  have  no  occasion  to  ask  my  author- 
ity for  that  statement.  It  is  a  fact  that  business 
has  been  dull  and  unsatisfactory  for  some 
months;  but  that  is  no  sign  that  it  is  always 
going  to  remain  so,.  The  time  will  come  when 
the  people  of  Boston  will  ask  for  and  have  a  park, 
but  I  am  not  in  favor  of  spending  money  for  a 
park  now;  all  I  ask  for  is  that  the  Mayor  shall 
have  authority  to  ask  the  Legislature  for  power  to 
take  lands  to  promote  the  proper  drainage  of  the 
city.  AVe  are  not  obliged  to  use  it  if  we  do  not  see 
fit.  The  city  of  Boston  need  not  be  afraid  of  ob- 
taining too  many  fights  from  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts ;  there  is  no  danger  of  that.  The  remark 
that  to  have  this  power  would  be  dangerous,  I 
consider  to  be  a  reflection  upon  this  Board  that 
we  do  not  deserve.  I  think,  perhaps,  that  the  or- 
der needs  an  amendment,  and  I  offer  the  follow- 
ing: 

"San?  act  not  to  take  effect  unless  accepted  by 
a  majority  of  the  legal  voters  present  and  voting 
thereon  at  meetings  duly  called  for  that  purpose 
in  the  several  wards." 

That,  Mr.  Chairman,  leaves  the  whole  matter  in 
the  hands  of  the  people ;  and  if  we  obtain  this 
right,  it  is  for  the  people  to  say  whether  they  will 
have  parks  or  not,  and  whether  they  will  have 
proper  drainage  for  the  protection  of  the  lives  of 
their  families. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris,  further  consid- 
eration of  the  subject  was  postponed  till  Thurs- 
day next  at  4%  o'clock  P.  M. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott,  the  Board  ad- 
journed, and  stood  adjourned  to  Thursday  next  at 
4  P.M. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

FEBRUARY    18,    1875. 


Adjourned  regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock,  P. 
M.,  Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS    CONFIRMED. 

Superintendent  of  Pawnbrokers— William  H. 
McCausland,  vice  Ebenezer  Sliute,  resigned. 

Superintendent  of  Intelligence  Offices— Henry 
C.  Hemmenway,  vice  Harrison  O.  Read,  resigned. 

Constable— Charles  S.  Tasker,  for  duty  at  East 
Boston  Municpal  Court,  vice  William  H.  McCaus- 
land  promoted. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Nic tolas  Corcoran,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  for  one  horse  on  Linden  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts.  Consta- 
bles of  the  South  Boston  Municipal  Court,  for  in- 
crease of  compensation. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Ordinances.  John 
H.  Wright  et  al..  that  the  driving  of  cattle  in  the 
public  streets  may  be  regulated  or  restrained. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Michael  McDon- 
ald, that  the  grade  of  Starr  street,  Ward  17,  be 
established. 

Valentine  Homer,  for  leave  to  place  a  lantern  in 
front  of  his  stoie  on  Washington  street,  at  Rox- 
bury. 

SECOND  ASSISTANT  ASSESSORS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris,  the  Board  pro- 
ceeded to  an  election  for  second  assistant  asses- 
sors. Aldermen  Harris  and  Pope  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes.  They  re- 
ported as  follows  • 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

Ward  1.    (2  Districts.) 

John  Hartnett . 8 

Isaiah  Whitten 12 

George  Shackf ord 9 

Ward  2.    (.2  Districts.) 

James  E.  Toner 9 

William  N .  Starrett 11 

C.  F.  McDevitt 4      , 

Ward  3.     (1  District.) 

M.F.Wells 4 

A.K.  Holden 5 

Joseph  Allen 3 

Ward  4.     (2  Districts.) 

Martin  Dowling 12 

W.  S.  Whitney 12 

Ward  5.    (2  Districts.) 

Roger  H.  Scannell 9 

John  J.  Murphy 11 

P.J.  Hastings 3 

B.  Uallender 1 

Ward  6.    (1  District.) 
John  T.  PriDce 12 

Ward  7.    (2  Districts.) 

Jeremiah  Sullivan 6 

Dennis  Moore 8 

Dudley  Pray 10 

Ward  8.     (1  District.) 
Ira  D.  Davenport 12 

Ward  9.    (2  Districts.) 

Francis  R.  Stoddard 12 

Frederick  A.  Wilkins 12 

Ward  10.    (1  District.) 
F.  S.  Risteen 12 

Ward  11.    a  District.) 

William  B.  Smart 10 

S.  S.  Cudworth 2 

Ward  12.    (2  Districts.) 

Thomas  Leavitt '. 12 

John  E.  Huntress 8 

William  Gallagher 4 

Ward  13.    (1  District.) 
Edward  W.  Dolan 12 

Ward  14.    (2  Districts.) 

Elbi  idge  G.  Scott 12 

William  H.  Mcintosh 12 

Ward  15.    (2  Districts.) 

Edward  Kelley 7 

John  0.  Coombs 8 

John  W.  Steere 7 

I.  F.  Atwood 2 

Ward  16.    (3  Districts.) 

George  W.  Conant ' 12 

E.  H.  R.  Ruggles 12 

Richardson  Hutchinson 12 


Ward  17.    (2  Districts.) 

George  H.  Williams 11 

Edward  M.  Skinner 9 

Alden  Bartlett 4 

Ward  19.    (1  District.) 

Richard  B.  Smart 9 

J.  F.  Taylor 3 

Ward  20.    (1  District.) 
Dennis  G.  Quirk 12 

Ward  21.    (1  District.) 

Isaac  W.  Derby 9 

Henry  Dana 2 

Isaac  W.  Taylor 1 

Ward  22.    (1  District.) 
D.D.  Taylor 12 

And  Messrs.  Whitten,  Shackford,  Toner,  Star 
rett,  Dowling,  Whitney,  Scannell, Murphy,  Prince. 
Moore,  Pray,  Davenport,  Stoddard,  Wiluins,  Ris- 
teen,  William  B.  Smart,  Eeavitt,  Huntress,  Dolan, 
Scott,  Mcintosh,  Coombs,  Conant,  Ruggles,  Rich- 
ardson, Williams,  Skinner,  Richard  B.  Smart, 
Quirk,  Derby  and  Taylor  were  elected. 
Second.  Ballot,  {to  fill  vacancy  in  Ward  Three.) 

Michael  F.  Wells 1 

Joseph  Allen 3 

A.  R.  Holden u 

And  there  was  no  choice. 

Third  Ballot,  (do.) 

Michael  F.  Wells 4 

A.  R.  Holden 6 

Joseph  Allen 1 2 

And  there  was  no  choice. 

Fourth  Ballot,  (do.) 

A.  R.  Holden 6 

Michael  F.  Wells 4 

Joseph  Allen 2 

And  there  was  no  choice. 

Fifth  Ballot  (do). 

A.  R.  Holden 7 

M.  F.  Wells 3 

Joseph  Allen 2 

And  Mr.  Holden  was  declared  elected. 

Sixth  Ballot  (to  fill  vacancy  in  Ward  Fifteen). 

Edward  Kelly 3 

J .  V.  Atwood 1 

John  W.  Steere 8 

And  Mr.  Steere  was  declared  elected. 
Certificate  sent  down. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

O  :der  to  allow  Glover  &  Jones  to  erect  a  wooden 
building  on  a  wharf  in  rear  of  Commercial  street, 
Ward  16.    Passed  and  sent  down. 

Order  to  pay  F.  B.  and  J.  M.  Austin  $15,542.50, 
for  land  damages  on  Pleasant  street,  Cnarles- 
town.    Passed. 

Order  for  Assessors  to  verify,  if  the  committee 
deem  it  expedient,  the  Treasurer's  manuscript  for 
collection  of  taxes.    Passed  and  sent  down. 

Order  for  an  amendment  of  section  50  of  the 
Police  Rules,  so  that  day  and  night  officers  shall 
not  be  present  at  the  same  time  at  roll  call  in  the 
station  houses.    Passed. 

Order  to  amend  the  Police  Rules  so  that  thirty- 
five  years  shall  be  the  maximum  age  at  time  of 
appointment  of  members  of  the  department. 

Alderman  Power — I  object  to  any  such  change 
as  that.  Unless  the  present  generation  has  sadly 
degenerated,  it  reems  to  me  there  is  no  necessity 
for  the  adoption  of  any  such  rule.  It  used  to  be, 
when  I  was  growing  up,  that  a  man  was  in  his 
prime,  at  forty,  and  I  have  not  seen  anything  to 
warrant  me  in  believing  that  it  is  not  so  now,  if  a 
man  lives  as  he  should.  Any  man  who  is  fit  to  be 
appointed  a  policeman  should  he  of  good  habits, 
and  live  prudently  and  temperately,  and  if  he  has 
done  that  he  must  be  in  the  prime  of  life  at  forty 
years  of  age.  I  have  seen  offices  which  are  much 
more  important  and  call  for  more  talent,  as  well 
as  mental  and  bodily  strength,  thanja  policeman's 
does,  filled  by  persons  who  it  was  thought  were 
not  too  old  at  sixty  to  be  appointed,  it  seems  to 
me  that  this  proposed  amendment  to  the  rules 
should  not  be  made.  If  a  man  is  qualified  in 
everyway  to  be  a  policeman,  being  over  thirty- 
five  years  old  should  not  preclude  his  appointmeut 
to  the  office,  and  I  hope  that  provision  will  not 
be  put  in  the  rules. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  was  hoping  that  some 
member  of  the  Police  Committee  would  respond 
to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  but  as  they  do 
not  I  will  say  that  the  order  is  a  step  in  the  right 
direction.  I  will  admit  that  a  man  is  in  the  prime 
of  life  at  forty  years ;  but  after  that  time  he  is  on 
the  descending'  rathei  than  the  ascending  route. 
I  think  that  to  secure  the  services  of  good  men  on 
the  force  we  should  not  exceed  the  limit  made  by 
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this  order.  We  all  know  the  peculiar  duties  the 
police  have  to  perform,  requiring  not  only  the 
strength  of  a  young  man,  but  very  hard  labor, 
which  an  old  man  is  not  able  to  give  to  the  service 
of  the  city.  I  hope  the  order  will  be  sustained, 
for  it  seems  to  me  to  be  a  step  in  the  right  direc- 
tion. 

Aldeitnao  Bui-rage — The  Alderman  from  Ward 
8  has  correctly  stated  the  motives  which  influ- 
enced the  committee  in  lecommencling  the  pas- 
sage of  the  order.  Undoubtedly,  men  will  grow 
old  in  the  service,  and  it  is  not  the  policy  of  the 
city,  I  understand,  to  discharge  faithful  servants 
on  account  of  age,  unless  evidence  requires  it,  and 
it  was  thought  best  for  tnem  to  begin  at  a  young- 
er age  than  forty. 

Alderman  Harris  moved  to  lay  the  order  on  the 
table.    Lost,  by  arising  vote — 5  for,  6  against. 

Alderman  Power— It  seems  to  me  that,  although 
physical  force  ana  ability  are  of  course  absolutely 
necessary  in  a  policeman,  his  mental  qualifica- 
tions are  even  of  more  importance  than  those.  I 
may  be  in  error;  may  have  had  better  judgment; 
been  more  prudent  and  better  fitted  for  the  duties 
of  a  policeman  when  I  was  twenty-one  than  I  am 
now,  but  I  do  not  think  so.  It  does  not  seem  to 
me  that  any  man  can  at  such  an  early  age  possess 
the  judgment  which  is  necessary  in  a  policeman. 
In  fact,  I  do  not  know  of  any  public  servant  who 
requires  better  judgment  than  a  policeman  should 
have.  While  I  agree  that  as  persons  grow  older, 
there  may  be  an  age  beyond  which  appointments 
should  not  go.  I  think  that  as  it  stands  now — I 
understand  that  forty  has  been  the  limit — if  the 
rule  is  strictly  adheied  to,  it  will  be  proper  in  all 
resptcts,  and  that  gentlemen  should  hesitate  be- 
fore passing  an  order  of  this  kind.  It  is  a  pretty 
seiious  matter,  and  I  think  it  would  be  best  to  lay 
it  on  the  table  till  it  has  been  considered  some- 
what more  than  it  has  been. 

Alderman  Bigelow— It  is  well  known  that  a  very 
large  proportion  of  our  policemen  are  between 
fifty  and  sixty  years  of  age,  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  in  making  appointments  we  should  secure 
their  services  prospectively  for  ten  or  fifteen 
years,  which  will  be  the  case  if  we  wisely  adopt 
this  order  providing  for  their  appointment  at 
thirty-five  or  under.  I  certainly  hope  the  order 
will  pass. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  Alderman  who  last 
spoke  has  anticipated  the  remark  I  was  about  to 
make— that  the  city  has  too  many  policemen  who 
have  passed  tbe  prime  of  life.  It  is  true  that  the 
great  difficulty,  the  great  drawback  in  the  depart- 
ment is  that  we  have  too  many  old  men  connected 
with  it.  It  does  not  seem  proper  that  these  old  men 
should  be  discharged,  but  there  do  not  seem 
to  be  sufficient  places,  wheie  the  duties  are  light, 
to  provide  for  these  men.  It  is  well  known  to 
members  of  this  board  that  io.  New  York  and  Lon- 
don the  limit  of  appointments  is  at  thirty-five 
years  of  age. 

Alderman  O'Brien— What  I  object  to  more  par- 
ticularly in  this  order  is  that  it  proscribes  all  men 
over  thirty-five  years  of  age.  1  am  satisfied  that 
there  are  thousands  of  active,  able-bodied  men 
ranging  from  thirty  five  to  forty  years  of  age  Who 
could  serve  the  city  faithfully  in  that  department. 
After  a  man  reaches  thirty-five  or  forty  years  his 
condition  oupht  to  be  considered;  sonie  men  are 
as  young  at  fifty  as  others  are  at  thirty-five,  and 
are  as  able  to  do  duty.  I  object  to  this  order  be- 
cause of  its  proscription  of  all  men  over  thirty- 
five  years  old,  which  it  would  be  injustice  to  do. 

Alderman  Power — One  thing  the  Committee  on 
Police  cannot  deny :  let  them  look  back  to  those 
who  were  appointed  at  the  age  of  forty,  and  I 
think  they  will  find  that  if  those  men  weie  tem- 
perate and  prudent  then,  they  are  so  today.  They 
have  not  turned  one  off  for  drunkenness,  but  I 
can  find  many  discharged  for  that  cause  who  were 
appointed  at  thirty-five  years  or  j  ounger.  That  is 
my  experience  since  1  have  had  a  seat  at  this 
Board.  Men  appointed  at  forty  have  not 
given  way  to  temptation,  while  it  is  of 
frequent  occurrence  that  some  of  these  young- 
er men  have  given  way  to  temptation 
and  his  honor  the  Mayor  has  had  to  discharge 
them.  I  think  it  will  prove  a  bad  rule.  As  the 
gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat  remarked, 
it  proscribes  all  men  older  than  thirty-five.  Of 
course  there  are  many  men  over  thirty-five 
who  are  better  fitted  for  the  service  than 
many  who  are  under  thirty-five.  There  is 
no  necessity  for  such  a  rule.  If  tbe  Mayor  and 
the  Committee  on  Police  do  their  duty  they  will 
not  take  a  man  who  is  not  fit  for  the  position, 
whether  over   thirty-five  or  under.    It  is  entirely 


in  your  hands  now  to  appoint  these  officers,  and 
you  are  responsible  for  it.  It  seems  to  me  that 
such  a  rule  is  entirely  unnecessary. 

Aldermen  Quincy — If  the  evil  exists — as  I  have 
no  doubt  it  does — that  th°re  are  too  many  old  men 
on  the  active  list  of  the  police  force,  we  ate 
taking  hold  of  the  wrong  end,  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  we  should  consider  where  a  policeman's  term 
of  service  should  end,  rather  than  where  it  should 
begin.  There  are  no  doubt  many  cases  where  old 
policemen  canuot  be  actively  employed,  but  the 
public  welfare  must  be  paramount,  and  we  should 
fix  some  limit  beyond  which  their  term  ot  service 
should  not  extend,  instead  of  fixing  the  limit 
where  they  should  begin.  It  seems  to  me  ihat  a 
man  of  thirty-six  years  should  not  be  proscribed 
because  there  is  no  position  in  which  he  can  be 
placed  when  he  grows  too  old  for  active  service.  I 
cannot  vote  for  the  order  in  its  present  form,  but 
I  would  like  to  remeriy  the  evil  in  regard  to  plac- 
ing old  men  in  the  service. 

Alderman  Power  called  for  tne  yeas  and  nays 
and  the  order  was  lost    yeas  6,  nays  6 : 

Yeas — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Burrage,  Clark,  Pope, 
Stebbins,  Worthi  neton— 6. 

Nays — Aldermen  Harris,  O'Brien,  Power,  Ptes- 
cott,  Quincy,  Viles — 6. 

Order  to  pay  the  lamplighteis  in  Boston,  East 
Boston  and  South  Boston,  on  and  after  March 
15th  next,  two  cents  per  lamp  per  night.    Passed. 

Preamble  ana  order  levying  assessments  for 
betternienrs  on  abutters  on  Northampton-street 
district.  [Pages  9  to  19  of  City  Doc.  No.  25.] 
Order  passed  and  sent  down. 

LEXINGTON  AND  CONCORD  CENTENNIAL. 

The  following  was  received  and  read : 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council:  Gentlemen — 
I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  herewith  the  en- 
closed communications  from  the  inhabitants  of 
the  towns  of  Concord  and  Lexington,  inviting 
representations  of  the  City  Council  of  Boston  to 
be  present  at  the  celebrations  in  those  towns  of 
the  centennial  anniversary  of  the  opening  of  the 
Revolutionary  War.  I  would  respectfully  recom- 
mend that  the  invitations  be  accepted  and  that  a 
committee  be  appointed  to  represent  the  City 
Council  on  those  notable  occasions. 

Samuel  0.  Cobb,  Mayor. 

1775—  Concord  Fight— 1875. 
[Cut  of  minute  man.] 
April  19, 1775. 
To  the  Honorable  Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor:  Sir — 
The  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Concord,  Massa- 
chusetts, cordially  h'vite  you  and  a  committee  of 
the  City  Government  to  be  present  as  their  guests 
at  Concord  on  the  nineteenth  of  April,  1875,  and 
to  join  with  them  in  celebrating  the  centennial 
anniversary  of  the  opening  of  the  Revolutionary 
War.  E.  R.  Hoar. 

R.  W.  Emerson. 
George  Heywood. 
Committee  of  Invitation. 

1 775— Lexington— IWS. 
April  10. 

Feb.  1,  1875. 
Sir — The  citizens  of  this  town  have  resolved  to 
celebrate  the  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  battle 
of  Lexington,  on  the  19th  of  April  next.  The  Rev- 
olution which  made  us  an  independent  nation  is 
worthy  of  the  highest  consideration,  and  no  lo- 
cality can  be  more  appropriate  for  commemo- 
rating its  opening  scenes  than  the  very  spot 
wheie  the  first  blood  was  shed,  the  first  martyrs 
fell,  and  tbe  first  resistance  in  arms  was  offered 
to  British  aggression.  It  is  proposed  to  arrange 
for  the  celebration  of  the  day  regardful  of  the 
broad  historic  interest  which  pertains  to  the 
event.  The  citizens  of  the  country  generally  are 
invited  to  join  in  the  observances.  The  promi- 
nent features  of  the  day  will  consist  of  an  ora- 
tion, the  unveiling  of  the  statues  of  John  Han- 
cock and  Samuel  Adams— who  had  sought  refuge 
from  British  proscription  in  Lexington,  and  were 
under  its  protection  on  that  day— and  a  public 
dinner.  It  is  expected  that  the  occasion  will  be 
honored  by  the  presence  of  the  Executives  of 
the  United  States  and  the  State  ot  Massa- 
chusetts, representatives  of  the  different  de- 
partments of  the  National  and  State  Govern- 
ments, literary  and  other  organizations,  aDd  dis- 
tinguished individuals  of  tbe  republic,  whose 
words  of  eloquence  and  wisdom  will  add  interest 
to  the  occasion.  You  are  respectfully  invited  to 
be  present  with  such   representatives  from   the 
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City  Council  as  may  be  deemed  appropriate  for 
the  occasion  as  the  guests  of  the  town. 
Charles  Hudson. 
M.  H.  Merriam. 
W.  H.  Munroe. 

Committee  on  Invitations. 
Hon.  Samuel  C.  Cobb, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Alderman  Worthington  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  invitations  to  the  City  Coun- 
cil of  Boston  from  the  authorities  of  the  towns  of 
Lexington  and  Concord,  to  send   a  committee  to 
attend  the  ceritennial  celebration  of  the  battles  of 
Lexington  and  Concord  on  tbe  19th  of  April  next, 
be  accepted,  and  that  the  chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  the  President  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil, and   the    members    of  the  Joint  Special  Com- 
mittee on  the  Centennial  observance  of  the  Sev- 
enteenth of  June  be  appointed  to  accompany  his 
Honor   the    Mayor   to  Lexington  and  Concord  on 
the  19th  of  April  next,  and  to  represent  this  City 
Council  on  that  occasion. 
Passed. 
Communication  and  resolve  sent  down. 

ANNUAL       REPORT        OF        SUPERINTENDENT        OF 
STREETS. 

Alderman  Power  presented  City  Document  No. 
27,  the  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets.    Sent  down. 

The  annual  report  of  Charles  Harris,  Superin- 
tendent of  Streets,  was  submitted  in  print.  Prom 
this  it  appears  that  the  amount  expended  and 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Paving,  etc.,  was 
$1,285,525.10;  charged  to  appropriation  for  Burnt 
District,  $341,160.97;  charged  to  appropriation  for 
"Washington-street  Extension,  $50,306.87;  charged 
to  appropriation  for  Washington  and  Essex  Streets, 
$5919.81,  charged  to  appropriation  for  Warren- 
street  Widening,  $935.92;  total,  $1,683,848.67. 
Amount  expended  in  city  proper,  $396,644.92; 
amount  expended  for  Roxbury ,  $184,283.02 ;  amount 
expended  for  South  Boston,  $151,606.96 ;  amount  ex- 
pended for  Dorchester,$103,224.01 ;  amount  expend- 
ed for  West  Roxbury,  $87,546.16;  amount  expend- 
ed for  Brighton,  $71,613.48;  amount  expended  for 
Charlestown,  $101,357.67;  amount  expended  for 
incidentals,  $74,347.29;  amount  expended  for 
grade  damages,  $17,877.44;  amount  charged  to  ap- 
propriation for  Burnt  District,  $341,160.67;  amount 
expended  charged  to  appropriation  for  Washing- 
ton-street Extension,  $50,306.87;  amount  expeuded 
for  Washington  and  Essex  streets,  $5919.81 ; 
amount  appropriated  for  paving,  etc.,  for  the 
present  financial  year  1874-5,  was  $1,300,000;  total 
expenditures  to  Jan.  1, 1875,  $1,132,417.37;  balance 
of  appropriation  unexpended  Jan.  1,  1875, 
$167,582.63 

The  amount  of  bills  for  edgestones,  construct- 
ing sidewalks,  and  sale  of  material,  lodged  with 
the  Citv  Treasurer  tor  collection  during  the  year 
1874,  was  $83,506.38.  The  amount  paid  into  the 
city  treasury  during  the  same  perjod,  and  credit- 
ed as  having  been  paid  in  by  the  Paving  Depart- 
ment on  account  of  work  done  by  said  depart- 
ment, was  $42,718.80. 

The  cost  of  the  work  done  on  the  burnt  district 
by  the  Paving  Department  in  1873,  was  $60,645.44; 
cost  of  work  in  1874,  $296,109.62 ;  total  cost  of  pav- 
ing, grading,  etc.,  $356,755.06.  Amount  paid  for 
damages  caused  to  estates  by  the  raising  of  the 
grade  of  the  streets,  $45,051.35.  Total  amount  ex- 
pended and  paid  out  under  the  direction  of  the 
Paving  Department  in  1873  and  1874,  $401,806.41. 

There  are  several  unsettled  claims  for  grade 
damages  on  Kilby,  Central  and  Water  streets. 
The  cost  of  the  Washington-street  extension,  in- 
cluding the  lowering  of  Cornhill  and  the  raising 
of  Brattle  street  to  conform  to  the  grade  of  Wash- 
ington street,  was  $50,306.87.  Claims  for  grade 
damages  on  these  streets  remain  unsettled. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  PRINT- 
ING. 

Alderman  Power  presented  City  Document  No. 
26,  the  third  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Printing.    Sent  down. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  reports  as  follows: 

License  for  Billiard  and  Bowling  Alley  Trans- 
ferred—Howard Slade,  88-90  Court  street,  to  Cor- 
delia J.  Slade. 

Auctioneer's  License  Renewed— F.  E.  Hassard, 
302  Dudley  street  (changed  from  47  Hanover 
street). 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted — Professor  Tay- 
lor, for  exhibitions   of  spiritual  manifestations 


during  February,  March  and  April;  John  W.  Mc- 
Donald, to  give  a  variety  entertainment  at  289 
Washington  street,  March  17. 

Hack  Licenses  Granted — Daniel  Heffernan,  96 
Church  street;  Thomas  M.  Doane,  in  front  of 
•'Melodeon,"  on  Washington  street,  after  nine 
o'clocK  P.  M. ;  Howard  Slade,  92  Court  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

THE  MODE  OF  MAKING  SEWER  ASSESSMENTS. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
submitted  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  tbe  Mayor  be  hereby 
authorized  to  petition  the  Legislature  for  a  change 
in  the  statute  relating  to  the  assessment  for  the 
construction  of  sewers,  as  recommended  in  the 
annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

STREET  DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Streets 
on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  orders  to  pay 
for  street  damages,  as  follows : 

Heirs  of  Dennis  O'Brien,  $400,  for  widening  of 
Magazine  street;  John  M  >ore,  $2877.50,  for  widen- 
ing of  Shawmut  avenue;  Herman  W.  Young, 
$1259.25,  for  widening  of  Shawmut  avenue. 

Orders  severally  read  once. 

REMOVAL  OF  TREES. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  re- 
ports recom  mending  leave  to  withdraw  on  peti- 
tions ol  Jesse  U.  Jones,  for  removal  of  tree  at 
corner  of  Elm  and  Summer  streets,  Charlestown, 
and  A.  J.  Carter,  for  removal  of  tree  at  corner  of 
Main  and  Henley  streets,  Charlestown.  Severally 
accepted. 

IIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Quincy,  for  the  Joint  Co  mmittee  on 
Fire  Department,  submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  expense  of  making  a  pho- 
nographic report  of  the  inquest  on  the  Are  at  145 
Court  street,  amounting  to  $255,  be  allowed  and 
paid  from  the  appropriation  for  tbe  Fire  Depart- 
ment. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Fire  De- 
partment be  requested  to  consider  the  expediency 
of  establishing  the  office  of  Fire  Marshal,  and  to 
report  whether  any  additional  legislation  is  neces- 
sary to  enable  the  City  Council  to  appoint  such  an 
officer  with  power  to  investigate  the  origin  and 
cause  of  fires. 

Alderman  Harris— What  is  contemplated  by  this 
order?  What  are  to  be  the  duties  of  the  Fire 
Marshal  ? 

Alderman  Quincy— This  is  only  an  order  of  in- 
auiry.  If  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department  de- 
cide that  it  will  be  desirable  to  try  the  experi- 
ment of  appointing  such  an  officer,  they  will  be 
ready  with  their  explanation.  All  I  can  see  now 
is  that  it  has  been  found  that  the  machinery  for 
conducting  a  fire  inquest  is  very  clumsy,  and  that 
there  is  great  necessity  for  establishing  some 
machinery  which  can  be  put  into  action  at  once, 
in  cases  of  incendiarism,  especially  where  it  is 
supposed  that  a  place  is  set  on  fire  to  get  the  in- 
surance. It  has  been  tried  in  New  York  with  suc- 
cess. If  the  committee  think  it  will  be  best  to 
make  the  experiment,  they  will  be  ready  to  make 
any  explanation.  This  older  commits  the  Board 
to  nothing,  but  if  any  application  is  to  be  made  to 
the  Legislature,  it  should  be  done  at  once  before 
they  shut  down  upon  new  business. 

The  order  was  passed  and  sent  down. 

GRADE  OF  BOSTON  &  ALBANY  RAILROAD  ON  BACK 
BAY. 

Alderman  Worthington  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  petition  the  General  Court  now  in  session  for 
the  passage  of  an  act  changing  the  location  and 
grade  of  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  in  that 
section  of  the  city  known  as  the  Back  Bay. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington, 
to  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  this 
Board.    Sent  down. 

ROXBURY  MUNICIPAL  COURT  ROOM. 

Alderman  Prescott  submitted  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  County  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  provide  necessary  furniture, 
fixtures  and  heating  apparatus  for  the  Municipal 
Court  room  in  Boston  Highlands,jrecently  located 
in  the  old  Washington  Schoolhouse,  at  an  expense 
not  exceeding  $1500 ;  the  expense  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  the  County  of  Suffolk. 
Read  once. 
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TRANSFER  OF  MARKET  LEASE. 

Alderman  Prescott,  for  the  Committee  on  Mar- 
ket, submitted  a  report  in  favor  of  approval  of 
transfer  of  lease  of  stall  No.  105  Faneuil  Hall  Mar- 
ket, from  Roger  S.  Mackintosh  to  Joseph  H.  Clark. 
Accepted. 

THE  PUBLIC  PARK. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris,  the  Board  took 
up  the  special  assignment,  viz.,  the  order  for  the 
Mayor  to  petition  the  General  Couit  for  authority 
to  take  lands  for  a  public  park  and  assess  better- 
ments, the  question  being  on  Alderman  Clark's 
amendment  to  provide  rhat  the  act  shall  be  ac- 
cepted by  a  majority  of  the  citizens  present  at 
special  legal  meetings  and  voting  thereon. 

Alderman  Harris  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  striking  out  the  word  "majorily"  and  in- 
serting instead  the  words  "two-thirds." 

Alderman  Prescott— I  trust  tbe  Alderman  from 
the  Charlestown  District  will  give  us  some  reason 
why  he  offers  this  amendment.  The  general  prin- 
ciple ie  that  '.he  majority  shall  rule  when  the 
people  are  to  pass  upon  important  measures  sub- 
mitted to  them.  I  do  not  know  why  an  exception 
should  be  made  in  this  case.  I  hope  the  gentle- 
man will  give  some  reason. 

Aldei  man  Harris— My  experience  in  the  Legis- 
lature has  been  tbat,  in  anything  involving  a 
lai'iie  expenditure,  where  cities  or  towns  ara  af- 
fected, it  was  generally  insisted  upon  that  the 
vote  authorizing  those  outlays  of  money  should  be 
a  two-thirds'  vote.  That  was  the  rule  when  the 
park  question  was  voted  on  by  the  city  before ;  I 
remember  distinctly — being  in  the  Legislature  at 
the  time— that  the  act  prescribed  that  it  should 
be  a  two-thirds  vote.  If  I  am  wrong,  I  wil'  stand 
corrected.  The  Legislature  at  that  time  prescrib- 
ed a  two-thirds  instead  of  a  majority  vote. 

Allerman  Burrage  —  It  strikes  me  that  tbe 
amendment  just  offered  is  a  very  proper  one.  We 
know  that  tbe  taxes  of  last  year  bore  very  heavily 
upon  a  large  class  of  our  citizens ;  this  year,  owing 
to  die  general  interruption  of  business  and  shrink- 
age of  values,  they  will  be  still  more  onerous; 
even  wi  th  only  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, baving  in  view  the  comfort  and  conven- 
ience of  the  people,  we  cannot  materially  reduce 
the  rate  this  year.  Therefore,  before  entering 
upon  a  matter  of  this  magnitude,  it  seems  to 
me  that  the  orcier  should  be  so  framed  that  the 
taxpayers  shall  have  adequate  protection,  as  they 
would  not  have  by  a  mere  majority  vote,  as  it  is  well 
known  that  a  large  number  of  people  are  willing 
to  vote  for  appropriations  of  money  who  are  not 
interested  in  the  payment  of  taxes.  It  is  no  more 
than  justice  to  the  taxpayers  that  a  two-thirds 
vote  should  be  required,  and  that  a  measure  of 
this  kind  should  not  be  forced  upon  them  against 
their  will. 

Alderman  Prescott  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  amendment  of  Alderman  Harris  was  de- 
feated—yeas 6,  nays  6. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Burrage,  Harris,  Pope,  Pbwer, 
S^ebbins,  Viles— 6. 

Nays — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  O'Brien,  Pres- 
cott, Quincy,  Worthington— 6. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  offer  the  following  as  a 
substitute  for  the  amendment  of  Alderman  Clark: 

"Said  act  not  to  take  effect  unless  accepted  by  a 
majority  of  all  the  votes  cast  in  the  several  wards 
of  the  city  at  the  next  State  election." 

Tbe  amendment  now  before  the  Board  provides 
for  a  special  election  to  vote  upon  the  question  of 
establishing  public  parks.  It  is  known  to  every 
member  of  this  Board  tbat  at  any  special  election 
the  voters  do  not  rome  out  unless  brought  out  by 
those  specially  interested  to  secure  the  passage  of 
the  measure;  by  that  amendment  lean  conceive 
tbat  a  large  majority  of  the  voters  in  favor  of 
it  can  be  brought  out.  I  tbink  the  vote 
should  be  taken  at  the  State  election,  when  we 
are  sure  of  a  large  vote  beiag  cast,  and  it  should 
require  a  majority  of  the  votes  polled.  If  50,000 
people  vote  for  governor,  it  would  then  require 
25,001  to  vote  for  the  park  to  carry  it. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  trust' this  amendment 
will  not  pass.  This  is  a  subject  of  great  impor- 
tance to  the  city,  and  has  been  debated  for  many 
years.  We  desire  an  exact  expiession  of  opinion 
on  this  subject.  It  is  known  that  when  such  a 
question  is  taken  at  the  State  election  nothing  is 
said  about  it;  we  hear  nothing  talked  of  except 
office  holders;  and  no  ballots  are  distributed;  as 
was  the  case  when  we  were  voting  for  Chelsea — 
at  some  places  there  were  no  ballots 
at  all.  I  believe  it  we  have  a  special 
election    we  can   get   out   moie   people   than  at 


any  other  election.  It  will  be  a  special  subject; 
people  will  talk  about  it;  the  papers  will  take 
bold  of  it;  people  will  learn  about  it  and  those 
who  take  an  interest  in  park*  will  come  out  and 
vote,  as  well  as  those  who  oppose  them.  There- 
fore I  think  we  should  have  a  special  election  on 
this  subject,  that  the  people  may  vote  upon  it  in- 
dependently and  without  reference  to  any  other 
question. 

Alderman  Power — It  is  very  evident  tbat  the 
gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat  is  afraid  to 
trust  this  thing  to  the  people,  even  under  favora- 
ble circumstanc?s.  At  the  first  hearing  before 
the  Park  Commission  on  this  subject,  Mr.  J.  B. 
Kendall  presented  a  petition  of  760  people  repre- 
senting, as  he  said,  $70,000,000  of  improved  flats 
on  the  Back  Bay.  How  much  would  that  be  worth 
if  there  is  no  park  to  ce  put  there?  How  long- 
would  they  hesitate  to  spend  $100,000  to  get  a  park 
out  there?  They  would  be  on  the  alert  every  mo- 
ment; but  the  city  of  Boston  is  not  in  the  habit 
of  paying  vote  distributors  and  rallying  com- 
mittees in  its  wards  when  there  is  a  sub- 
ject like  annexation  or  any  other  subject  to 
be  considered;  .they  simply  send  an  officer 
to  each  ward  with  tickets,  but  do  not  lure  any 
one  tc  distiibute  them.  The  advocates  of  a  park 
would  take  care  to  have  tickets  and  distributors 
in  every  ward  for  this  purpose.  If  the  gentleman 
is  willing  to  give  this  a  fair  test,  he  cannot  object 
to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  8. 

Alderman  Worthington — That  is  just  the  reason 
I  desire  it  to  go  to  the  citizen's  at  a  special 
election,  so  that  we,  may  submit  it  to  a  fair  vote 
of  the  people  who  pay  taxes.  Who  fire  going  to 
pa>  tbe  taxes  for  a  park?  It  is  not  the  case  tbat 
only  those  who  favor  such  a  measure  will  put  out 
their  money.  We  do  not  have  elections  all  one 
way,  but  if  the  voters  do  not  come  out  it  shows 
tbat  there  is  no  opposition  to  it.  The  argument 
of  the  gentleman,  if  it  is  good  for  am  thing,  is 
that  we  should  have  a-  special  election,  so  that 
every  man  can  know  what  he  is  going  to  vote 
for, — especially,  that  tbe  people  owning  $70,000,000 
worth  of  property  shall  have  a  cl  .ance  to  vote.  It 
is  not  usually  the  case  that  such  man  are  likely  to 
come  out  and  vote;  they  eschew  politics  and 
attend  to  their  business;  but  if  it  comes  up 
in  the  form  of  parks  or  no  parks,  men  of  property 
will  take  au  interest  in  it.  The  gentleman  says  I 
am  afraid  to  trust  the  people  to  vote  upon  it. 
Does  he  suppose  there  is  a  majority  against  it? 
If  so,  why  does  he  oppose  the  special  election  ?  If 
the  people  of  Boston  take  an  interest  in  this 
thing,  they  will  come  out  and  vote  at  a  special 
election,  and  we  shall  have  a  fairer  expression  of 
opinion,  for  or  against  it,  than  we  can  have  any 
other  way . 

Alderman  Quincy — I  fail  to  see  the  truth  of  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman,  tbat  those  who  favor 
this  measure  will  have  a  better  chance  at  a  special 
election  than  its  opponents.  If  we  have  a  special 
election,  every  man  who  goes  to  the  poll«  knows 
what  he  is  going  to  vote  for;  whereas,  when  it 
is  brought  up  as  a  side, issue  his  attention  is  then 
called  to  it  for  the  first  time,  as  was  my  own  case 
at  the  last  election.  I  did  not  know  we  were  going 
to  vote  on  annexation  till  I  went  to  the  ward- 
room. We  should  have  a  special  election  in  this 
case,  so  that  every  one  will  know  what  he  is  vot- 
ing for.  I  cannot  see  why  the  opponents  of  a  park 
would  not  have  the  same  chance  as  those  in  favor 
of  it. 

Alderman  Power — The  object  must  be  apparent 
to  everybody,  as  I  said  at  the  last  meeting.  lam 
opposed  to  spending  money  for  anything  except 
it  is  demanded  by  absolute  necessity.  I  am  op- 
posed to  a  park,  but  I  am  not  going  to  hire  men  at 
an  expense  of  $50  or  $100  to  stand  in  the  ward- 
rooms and  call  the  attention  of  citizens  to  the 
subject  and  opeu  their  eyes  to  the  immense 
amount  of  debt  it  is  going  to  put  upon  the  city.  I 
cannot  afford  to  do  this.  But  these  people  who 
own  $70,000,000  wottb  of  property— it  might  be 
worth  $70,000,000  if  they  got  a  park  there,  but  it 
isn't  worth  $5,00(j,000  now— are  they  going  to 
stop?  No,  sir;  they  will  have  men  at  the  ward- 
rooms, coaxing  and  wheedling  people  to  voteforit. 
Every  man  here  knows  that  to  be  true.  I  cannot 
see  why  any  gentleman  can  object  to  having  this 
matter  voted  on  at  the  State  election.  It  will  save 
a  great  expense,  and  be  a  great  convenience  to  the 
public.  The  attention  of  the  people  will  be  called 
to  it  by  the  fact  that  it  is  connected  with  the  State 
election.  For  instance,  at  the  special  election  for 
Common  Councilmen  in  Ward  11,  the  gentleman 
elected  got  eighty  votes.  The  same  rule  would 
apply  to  a  special  election  on  this  subject. 
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Alderman  O'Brien — I  believe  in  allowing  this 
park  question  to  stand  on  its  own  merits.  I  have 
faith  and  confidence  in  the  citizens  of  Boston  and 
believe  th<>t  the  representatives  of  $70,000,000 
conldjiot  buy  them.  It  is  a  question  of  great 
public  importance,  and'when  a  special  election  is 
called,  men  will  turn  out  better  and  vote  accord- 
ing to  their  consciences.  I  do  not  believe  in  this 
buying  of  votes,  or  that  the  representatives  of  this 
$70,000,000  are  going  to  regulate  and  control  this 
question  against  the  wishes  of  the  people.  Some 
years  ago  the  vote  on  the  park  question  was 
largely  in  favor  of  it,  and  1  believe  if  the  ques- 
tion is  put  today  it  will  stand  the  same.  I  hope 
we  shall  vote  down  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  8,  so  that  the  people  can  act  upon 
the  question  upon  its  own  merits. 

Alderman  Stebbins— That  is  what  I  propose  to 
do — to  take  it  upon  its  own  merits.  I  believe  it 
can  be  best  done  at  the  annual  State  election. 
Now,  we  had  a  similar  experience  of  voting  upon 
the  annexation,  last  year,  of  Chelsea.  How  was 
that  managed  ?  Those  who  advocated  the  annex- 
ation of  Chelsea  to  Boston  had  their  agents  in 
every  ward  urging  everybody  to  vote  in  favor  of 
it,  while  there  was  no  organized  opposition  to 
that  measure,  and  consequently  there  was  not  so 
large  a  number  of  votes  thrown  against  it  as  there 
would  have  been  had  there  been  organized  oppo- 
sition. This  amendment  calls  for  a  majority  of 
all  the  votes  cast  at  che  State  election,  and  it  then 
throws  the  responsibility  directly  upon  the  peo- 
ple. If  they  do  not  vote  for  it,  that  will  show  that 
they  do  not  want  it. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  wish  to  enter  my  pro- 
test against  the  assertion  made  here  that  the 
friends  of  the  annexation  of  Chelsea  had  paid 
men  in  the  wards.  I  know  they  had  not.  In 
"Ward  15  there  was  not  a  man  who  worked  for  it.  I 
was  in  favor  of  annexation  ana  made  inquiries, 
and  went  to  a  committee  who  took  an  interest  in 
it.  They  said  they  did  not  pay  out  a  cent.  I  said, 
"I  feel  that  you  have  lost  it  by  not  looking  after 
it."  I  know  that  was  the  reason  Ward  15  did  not 
go  in  favor  of  annexation.  There  was  only  one 
person  employed  in  that  ward,  and  he  was  op- 
posed to  it. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  made  the  statement 
which  I  did  because  I  know  it  to  be  true,  and  I 
will  tell  you  why :  About  a  week  previous  to  the 
election  I  was  in  the  Barker  House,  and  a  gentle- 
man came  up  and  inquired  if  my  name  was  so  and 
so.  I  replied  that  it  was.  I  will  omit  his 
name;  he  was  one  of  the  largest  real  estate 
owners  m  Boston.  He  said  he  came  to  say  that 
some  men  ought  to  be  put  into  a  certain  ward  im- 
mediately, and  that  all  the  other  wards  had  been 
attended  to.  I  said,  "You  are  in  search  of  a  gen- 
tleman who  resides  in  Chelsea,  who  is  a  namesake 
of  mine,"  and  he  left. 

Alderman  Presiott— One  remark  dropped  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  I  hope  the  Board 
will  remember  and  make  a  note  of.  He  speaks 
of  petitioners  owning  property  worth  $5,000,000 
that  will  be  worth  $70,000,000  when  we  have  a 
park.  That  is  one  of  the  strongest  arguments 
why  we  should  give  it  favorable  consideration. 
If  we  can  improve  property  worth  $5,000,000  and 
make  it  worth  $70,000,000  it  will  be  a  gam  of 
$65,000,000,  and  at  the  present  rate  of  taxation 
that  will  give  us  sufficient  to  pay  the  gentleman's 
appropriation  for  paviag,  one  of  the  laigest  made 
by  the  City  Government. 

Alderman  Power— I  did  not  say  it  would  be 
worth  $70,000,000;  but  that  is  what  they  say.  That 
was  the  way  Mr.  Kendall  presented  it,  on  their 
own  valuation.  Perhaps  if  a  park  is  laid  out  they 
may  get  back  the  cost  of  the  land,  but  I  don't 
think  it  would  be  worth  $70,000,000.  I  don't  think 
it  will  be  worth  $5,000,000  for  many  years  to  come. 

Alderman  Quincy — I  hope  the  Board  will  look 
at  the  fact  that  the  amendment  requires  a  major- 
ity of  all  the  votes  cast  for  Governor,  so  that  if 
there  were  three  votes  cast  for  Governor  to  one 
for  the  park  and  a  majority  should  favor  the  park, 
it  would  still  be  defeated. 

The  question  on  the  substitute  of  Alderman 
Stebbins  (requiring  a  majority  of  all  the  votes 
cast  at  the  State  election)  was  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays,  at  the  call  of  Alderman  Worthington,  and  it 
was  lost — yeas  6,  nays  6. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Burrage,  Harris,  Pope,  Power, 
Stebbins,  Viles— 6. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  O'Brien,  Pres- 
cott,  Quincy,  Worthington— 6. 

The  amendment  of  Alderman  Clark  (providing 
for  a  majority  vote  at  a  special  election)  was  then 
adopted,  and  the  question  was  on  the  passage  of 
the  order  as  amended. 


Alderman  Power— I  don't  know  that  I  have  any- 
thing more  to  say  on  this  subject  than  I  have  said 
already;  but  at  the  last  meeting  the  Chairman  of 
this  Board  made  a  great  many  quotations  from 
the  Board  of  Health  and  the  Park  Commission, 
to  show  that  the  particular  necessity  for  this  park 
is  to  secure  good  drainage.  Now,  sir,  it  may  be 
inferred  from  the  minority  report  on  this  park 
question,  wherein,  notwithstanding  my  assent 
"in  general  terms  to  the  foregoing  report,  I 
desire  to  have  it  appear  as  part  of  the  record  that 
I  am  opposed  to  aDy  measure  that  will  involve 
the  expenditure  of  money  at  this  time,  the  city 
being  heavily  ,-n  debt,  the  taxes  for  mu- 
nicipal purposes  very  high,  and  all  kinds 
of  business  in  an  unusually  depressed  con- 
dition"— I  don't  think  there  is  any  room  for 
doubt  about  that — but  I  might  be  misunder- 
stood by  what  I  mean  by  "assenting  in  general 
terms."  I  mean  that  I  do 'not  deny  the  advantage 
of  parks  in  general ;  I  don't  deny  that  they  en- 
hance the  value  of  property;  I  do  not  deny  "that 
they  may  be  beneficial  in  a  sanitary  view,  but  I  do 
not  wish  to  be  understood  as  assenting  to  all  the 
sanitary  statistics  quoted  by  this  Park  Commis- 
sion. This  seems  to  be  the  strongest  foundation 
for  a  park.    They  say — 

"Vital  statistics  have  shown  the  effects  of  the 
introduction  of  sunlight,  of  pure  water  and  air, 
into  our  dwellings  and  cities,  and  engineering  has 
shown  us  the  best  methods  of  introducing  them. 
Any  one  who  will  take  up  the  recent  work  on  the 
subject  by  Mr.  Baldwin  Latham,  will  see  what 
great  conquest  has  here  been  made." 

This  seems  to  be  the  basis  of  their  argument  for 
taking  the  land  in  question  for  a  park.  Now,  Mr. 
Chairman,  as  at  our  last  meeting,  on  the  question 
of  sewerage,  the  Board  of  Health  was  quoted  to 
strengthen  the  argument  in  favor  of  parks,  and  to 
make  it  appear  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary,  to 
preserve  the  health  of  the  city  of  Boston,  to  have 
this  particular  lot  of  land  taken  for  a  park,  and  as 
in  those  remarks  the  matter  of  the  sewerage  of 
the  city  of  Boston  was  alluded  to,  of  course,  as  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Sewers  for  the  last 
four  years,  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose — if  gentle- 
men give  me  credit  for  any  fair  share  of  intelli- 
gence or  competency  to  deal  with  subjects  en- 
trusted to  me— thatl  have  learned  something  of  the 
drainage  and  sewerage  o%  the  city  of  Boston.  I 
have  given  it  a  great  deal  of  attention  in  the  four 
years  I  have  been  here;  I  was  a  member  of  the 
committtee  before  the  Board  of  Health  was  in  ex- 
istence, and  I  say  it  is  not  reasonable  to  suppose 
that,  with  the  little  time  that  they  could  give  to 
it,  they  could  begin  to  know  as  much  auout  the 
drainage  of  the  city  of  Boston  as  I  do,  or  as  does 
the  Superintendent  of  Sewers,  who  has  been  at 
the  head  of  that  department  for  thirteen  years. 
I  "have  taken  some  pains  to  get  statistics  arid  fig- 
ures, with  the  assistance  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Sewers,  which  I  will  give  this  Board  to  re- 
fute the  remarks  made  on  this  question  at  our 
last  meeting.  I  have  another  reason  for  do- 
ing it:  The  interests  of  the  city  of  Boston 
are  and  should  be  dear  to  every  one  of  us.  I  hold 
that  nothing  has  been  done  for  the  last  two  or 
three  years  that  damaged  and  did  so  much  harm 
as  these  reports  and  reiterated  statements  of  the 
increased  death  rate  of  the  city  of  Boston.  Thev 
have  tried  to  make  it  the  most  unhealthy  place  in 
the  country,  and  such  statements  from  persons 
supposed  to  know  something  of  it  are  greatly 
damaging  to  the  interests  of  the  city.  Therefore, 
I  have  taken  some  pains  to" show  to  the  public  that 
there  is  no  foundation  for  them,  that  they  are  un- 
true, and  that  they  will  not  stand  the  test  of  inves- 
tigation, and  that  Boston,  instead  of  being  the 
most  unhealthy,  is  the  healthiest  city  in  the 
United  States  today.  All  the  quotations  in  regard 
to  Dure  air,  drainage,  etc.,  refer  and  bear  directly 
upon  the  improvement  of  the  air  and  surround- 
ings within  and  about  the  habitations  of  the  peo- 
ple. No  statistics  can  be  quoted  showing  that  the 
general  condition  of  the  atmosphere  in  a  city  has 
any  perceptible  or  accountaole  effect  upon  the 
death  rate ;  on  the  contrary  the  English  commis- 
sioners on  "Pollution  of  Rivers"  say  of  Manches- 
ter (where  the  river  is  but  an  open  sewer  some  150 
feet  wide,  and  more  filthy  than  any  sewer  in 
Boston),  "The  greater  or  less  filthiriess  of  the 
river  is  a  variation  so  slight  in  the  causes 
affecting  health,  that  no  separate  effect  can 
be  detected.  The  density  of  population  is 
the  governing  cause."  The  Park  Commission- 
ers say  in  their  report  on  page  9,  that 
"more  than  150,000  people  will  then  be  living 
between  Arlington  street  and  Parker's  Hill.  This 
district  is  a  natural  cesspool;  from  its  centre  the 
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land  rises  to  the  Highlands  of  Roxbury,  to  Par- 
ker's Hill,  and  even  towards  Washington  and  Ar- 
lington streets.  If  it  toe  filled  to  the  grades  of 
twelve  feet  above  mean  low  water  for  the  cellars 
and  eighteen  feet  ror  the  streets,  which  are  the 
ones  established  for  what  has  been  hitherto  filled, 
there  will  be  a  large  and  densely  populated  dis- 
trict, into  and  over  which  will  flow  the  surface 
drainage  and  much  of  the  filth  from  an  extensive 
tract  of  a  higher  level  nearly  all  around  it.  It  is 
easy  to  predict  that  the  death  rate,  not  only  of 
that  district  but  of  the  whole  city,  will  be  alarm- 
ingly increased  uifess  stringent  measures  are 
adopted  to  prevent  such  misimprovement." 

This,  Mr.  Chairman,  seems  to  me  to  be  perfect 
nonsense,  in  the  face  and  eyes  of  the  statistics. 
The  cesspool  described  can  never  exist  any  more 
than  the  old  condition  of  filth,  precisely  similar, 
which  existed  in  the  BackBay,  where  the  railroads 
now  crois,  and  where  Dartmouth  stieet  and  Hun- 
tington avenue  show  their  splendid  public  build- 
ings. As  soon  as  the  march  of  improvement 
renders  it  necessary  to  fill  it,  it  can  be  prop- 
erly drained.  On  page  ten  the  Commissioners  say — 

"This  serious  aspect  of  the  death  rate  in  Boston 
Will  become  still  mote  serious  in  the  future,  and 
in  a  future  that  is  close  at  hand,  if  the  territory 
which  we  have  described  is  not  laid  out  with  wise 
forethought.  There  is  no  part  of  the  city  as  con- 
stituted today  that  requires  more  careful'sanitary 
engineering  than  this." 

Now  I  mean  to  snow  that  these  deductions  are 
wrong.  But  are  typhoid  and  other  levers  generated 
by  any  air  diffused  in  our  city,  even  by  that  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  the  worst  spot  we  have, 
viz.,  the  Stony  Brook  sewer  at  Parker  street, 
which  is  going  to  kill  everybody  unless  that  land 
is  bought  for  a  park?  Any  unprejudiced  physi- 
cian will  say  (and  some  facts  can  be  auoted*  to 
sustain  it)  that  the  air  confined  in  a  house  by  im- 
perfect local  arrangements  for  drainage  is  in- 
finitely more  provocative  of  disease  than  the  air 
breathed  in  our  streets.  The  air  of  Manchester 
is  so  bad  (says  the  Local  Government  Board  Re- 
port in  1874)  that  vegetation  is  utterly  im- 
possible within  the  city  limits ;  yet  the 
death  rate  is  but  thirty  per  1000.  But  what 
are  the  faces  about  this  full  basin?  A  large 
sewer  there  empties  upon  flats  belonging  to 
the  "Water  Power  and  some  twenty  other  land 
companies  who  want  the  city  to  buy  it  for  a  park, 
and  therefore  make  out  that  it  is  a  nuisance. 

Alderman  Stebbins — Will  the  gentleman  give  us 
the  names  of  the  land  companies?  perhaps  they 
would  be  of  interest.    I  should  like  to  know  them. 

Alderman  Power— Yes  sir,  I  can  give  the  names. 
As  I  said  before,  those  people  have  joined  together 
to  make  it  a  nuisance.  The  principal  mover  of  it 
was  this  Mr.  Kendall,  who  appeared  to  get  the 
city  of  Boston  indicted  for  letting  this  sewer 
empty  out  there  unon  land  which  belongs  to  the 
Boston  Water  Power  Company,  South  End  Land 
Company,  Boston  Land  Association,  Back  Bay 
Land  Company,  Newbury-street  Land  Associates, 
Western-avenue  Associates,  Boylston-street  Land 
Associates,  West  Boston  Land  Association,  Frank- 
lin Haven  and  others,  G.  T.  W.  Braman  and  oth- 
ers, G.  Washington  Warren  and  others,  William 
Aspinwall  and  others,  George  Griggs  and  others, 
D.  N.  Skillings  &  Co.,  and  Drew  &  Bearse.  Those 
are  the  parties  who  own  this  land,  and  it  any  of 
you  gentlemen  attended  the  hearings  on  this  park 
question  you  might  have  seen  those  land  com- 
panies pretty  fairly  represented. 

Alderman  Worthington — Did  the  gentleman  at- 
tend the  hearings? 

Alderman  Power— I  had  the  honor  to  be  one  of 
the  commission — perhaps  the  Alderman  may  have 
forgotten  it. 

Alderman  Worthington— Were  you  present  at 
any  of  the  hearings? 

Alderman  Power — Yes,  sir. 

Alderman  Worthington — How  many? 

Alderman  Power— I  can't  recollect,  exactly,  but 
I  remember  one  large  one,  and  I  saw  many  repre- 
sentatives of  these  companies  on  that  occasion. 
At  the  last  meeting  the  chairman  of  this  Board  re- 
marked— 

"I  contend  that  we  by  our  votes  today  should 
authorize  the  Mayor  to  obtain  or  try  to  obtain 
from  the  Legislature  the  authority  necessary  to 
control  the  so-called  full  basin  to  properly  sewer 
and  drain  this  section  of  the  city,  which  cannot  be 
properly  drained  without  it.  the  whole  of  the 
property  necessary  for  this  enterprise  is  in  dan- 
ger of  being  lost  to  us  by  being  hlied  up  and  built 
upon." 

What  better  remedy  would  there  be  to  abolish 


a  nuisance  than  to  fill  it  up?  That  is  the  remedy, 
gentlemen,  which  has  been  resorted  to.  So  I 
think  the  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  that  is 
not  serious.  As  soon  as  it  is  physically  possible, 
all  the  sewage  will  be  removed  from  this  basin 
without  any  refereuce  as  to  whether  it  is  a  park 
or  not,  and  within  a  few  years,  in  any  event,  and 
if  made  a  full  basin  of  high  water,  it  will  have 
but  slight  reference  to  any  system  of  drainage, 
and  can  only  affect  those  sewers  in  its  immediate 
neighborhood,  so  that  the  question  of  drainage 
and  nuisance  has  no  reference  to  this  question  of 
park,  notwithstanding  the  efforts  of  interested 
parties  to  connect  them.  But  the  Park  Commis- 
sioners, the  Board  of  Health,  and  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  say  that  the  air 
from  this  sewer  is  killing  people.  Now.  imme- 
diately north  and  east  of  this  poisonous  outlet 
there  is  a  settlement,  known  as  Gravelly  Point,  of 
some  200  or  300  people,  subject  to  every  whiff  of 
this  air  which  a  south  or  west  wind  brings  them; 
people  whose  conditions  of  life  aie  not  more 
favorable  to  longevity  than  the  average,  living  on 
a  maish,  poor  and  principally  foreigners,  and 
with  large  families.  The  facts  are,  that  while  the 
average  death  rate  has  been  twenty-six  m  1000 
for  five  years  in  the  city,  the  deaths  there  have 
been  but  eleven  per  1000,  and  in  that  time  but 
three  of  typhoid  or  kindred  diseases.  They  think 
it  the  healthiest  place  in  Boston.  Concerning  what 
was  ..-aid  about  air  in  houses,  I  know  of  two 
houses  in  Roxbury,  in  one  of  which  were  eleven 
cases  of  typhoid  and  in  the  other  six,  both  caused 
by  house  drainage  not  carried  into  the  sewers 
(which  were  in  good  order),  but  running  under 
floors  and  poisoning  the  confined  air  of  the  house. 
This  is  what  kills,  and  for  which  the  Boat  d  of 
Health  should  find  and  apply  a  cure,  for  the  sew- 
ers are  in  the  immediate  vicinity  and  in  good  or- 
der, but  the  houses  are  not  connected  with  them. 
Now,  sir,  I  quote  again  what  the  Chairman  said 
on  this  subject: 

"Recent  developments  in  regard  to  the  large  in- 
crease in  the  death  rate  make  it  imperative  that 
this  most  vital  of  all  our  conditions,  the  health  of 
our  people,  should  receive  without  delay  the  con- 
sideration of  tiiis  body,  and  that  ever>  means 
should  be  used  which  may  seem  to  be  necessary 
for  the  accomplishment  of  this  end.  We  are 
placed  here,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  the  guardians  of 
the  health  and  lives  of  the.  people,  the  poor  as  well 
as  the  rich,  and  we  shall  prove  unfaithful  to  our 
trust  if  we  longer  pass  unheeded  the  admoni- 
tions which  we  have  received  from  so  many 
sources  and  from  our  own  knowledge  of  the  facts. 
I  believe,  sir,  that  the  health  of  the  entire  south- 
ern Back  Bay  section  of  our  city  is  seriously  af- 
fected at  the  present  time,  and  will  continue  to  toe 
more  and  more  endangered  in  the  future  by  the 
poisonous  influences  which  come  from  an  imper- 
fect and  inadequate  system  of  drainage.  The 
great  sewer  which  drains  a  large  section  of  the 
Highlands,  and  which  takes  the  sewage  of  all  the 
principal  breweries,  terminates  on  the  west  side 
of  Parker  stieet,  and  spreads  its  filth  over  hun- 
dreds of  acres  of  flats,  and  the  air  which  should 
prove  such  a  blessing  during  the  heats  of  summer 
is  filled  with  the  poisonous  stench,  and  is  cairied 
into  every  section  of  the  city,  the  promoter  of 
sickness  and  death  instead  of  heal  tlf  and  its  at- 
tendant blessings." 

That  js  what  the  gentleman  said  of  the  facts, 
but  if  any  gentleman  can  contradict  the  state- 
ments I  have  made,  I  should  like  to  see  him  do  it. 
flit  the  death  rate  of  Boston  is  not  increasing, 
iit  decreasing  rapidly.  In  1872  it  was  30.4,  in  '73, 
28.4  per  1000;  in  1874,  judging  by  these  reports 
and  the  numerous  articles  with  which  the  news- 
papers are  teeming,  it  should  be  greater  than  ever, 
certainly  over  thirty;  but  the  Registrar  reports 
that  it  is  but  twenty-three ;  as  gooa  as  any  city  in 
the  country.  Yes,  there  were  actually  in  1874,  not- 
withstanding the  addition  of  West  Roxbury, 
Brighton  and  Charlestown,  fifty-seven  less  deaths 
than  in  the  Boston  of  1873,  and  the  rate  has  not 
declined  to  as  low  a  figure  for  ten  years.  Then  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  6  at  the  last  meeting  said — 

"It  is  a  fact  which  cannot  be  winked  out  of  sight 
that  the  city  of  Boston,  which  ought  to  be  the 
most  healthy,  is  one  of  the  most  unhealthy  cities 
of  the  United  States." 

And  when  the  Alderman  on  my  left  [Alderman 
Harrisl  said,  "Will  the  gentleman  give  his  author- 
ity?" the  gentleman  replied — 

"My  authority  comes  from  the  city  and  State 
boards  of  health,  and  the  most  competent  physi- 
cians." 

Where  are  the  facts  that  cannot  be  wmked  out 
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of  sight  or  contradicted?  And  yet  these  sewers 
have  been  poisoning  the  atmosphere,  and  the 
death  rate  is  something  fearful,  according  to  the 
statements  of  these  land  speculators.  To  their 
theories  here  are  facts.  In  regard  to  the  drainage 
of  Boscon,  the  Committee  on  Sewers,  in  their  re- 
port of  1873,  show  that  we  are  not  utterly  devoid 
of  a  system  of  sewerage. 

"Some  notice  may  be  taken  here  of  the  reiterated 
statements  that  "we  have  no  system  of  sewerage," 
or  "a  bad  system,"  and  thac  we  need  some  "com- 
prehensive plan"  for  the  drainage  of  the  city — re- 
citing the  story  of  flooded  cellars,  offensive  odors 
and  a  shoaling  harbor,  and  pointing  to  some  great 
scheme  for  diverting  drainage  from  Charles  River 
and  carrying  it  southward  to  Dorchester  Bay.  Our 
system  of  drainage  is  as  perfect,  though  not  so 
complicated,  as  that  of  any  other  city.  We  are  fa- 
vored by  location  with  generally  good  grades  and 
outlets  to  deep  water;  and  though  we  have 
no  long  lines  composed  of  huge  sewers 
with  their  many  branches,  with  pumping  works 
and  flushing  apparatus,  yet  the  removal  of  the 
sewage  from  the  house  to  tne  ebbinti'  tide  in  the 
harbor  is  rapid  and  complete,  and  that  is  a.perf ect 
system.  We  have  probably  more  than  5000  cellars 
or  basements  below  extreme  high  water,  which, 
with  few  exceptions,  are  perfectly  drained;  but 
after  a  heavy  storm  the  newspapers  invariably  re- 
port the  flooding  of  cellars  in  the  low  parts  of 
New  York,  Brooklyn  and  Baltimore.  In  the  drain- 
age of  the  surface  of  streets  and  in  the  appliances 
for  protecting  cellars  from  tide  water,  our  system 
is  probably  better  than  that  of  any  otber  city. 
The  offensive  odors  which  every  summer  afflict 
the  south  and  west  parts  of  the  city  are  but  in 
small  degiee  traceable  to  sewers.  The  most 
prominent  cause  has  been  the  exposure  of  mud 
banks  by  the  tilling  of  the  basin  of  the  Water 
Power  Company  and  the  stagnation  of  a  large 
body  of  shoal  water.  Both  this  year  and  last,  as 
soon  as  fresh  cold  water  was  permitted  to  flow  in, 
the  offence  ceased.  Our  sewerage  system  had  no 
more  to  do  with  this  than  with  the  frequent  visits  of 
sickening  odors  from  the  shores  of  Miller's  Kiver. 
But  it  is  said  that  Charles  River  is  becoming  a 
vast  cesspool,  that  it  is  growing  shoaler  by  sewer 
deposits,  and  enormous  mud  banks  ai  e  forming  in 
its  channel;  and  that  it  has  become  what  the 
Thames  was  to  London,  and  a  similar  remedy 
must  be  employed  and  the  sewage  car- 
ried southward  to  the  harbor.  Perhaps  all  this 
may  come  true  in  the  future,  when  Boston 
shall  rival  London  in  size  and  population;  but  it 
is  undoubtedly  now  all  false.  A  simple  inspection 
will  suffice  to  show  that  the  river  does  not  yet  suf- 
fer from  the  amount  of  drainage  it  receives, being 
pure  enough  tor  bathing  purposes ;  and  it  is  a  fact 
indorsed  by  the  Harbor  Commissioners  that  there 
is  no  trace  of  sewage  deposit  in  the  harbor,  and 
that  the  growth  of  the  shoal  in  Charles  River 
above  Cambridge  Bridge  is  due  entirely  to  the 
growth  of  the  oyster  beds." 

That  is  what  the  Cominiitee  on  Sewers  of  that 
year  state.  In  addition  to  this,  if  anybody  would 
consult  the  death  rate,  as  given  here  a  week  or 
two  ago,  and  see  that  almost  one-half  of  the  num- 
ber of  those  de.thsweie  caused  by  pneumonia 
and  consumption,  which  shows  that  this  matter 
has  very  little  to  do  with  it.  The  deaths  in  1873 
were  7869,  and  m  1874,  7812,  making  the  late  22.3 
per  thousand  in  a  population  of  350,000. 
If  the  excessive  number  of  deaths  at  this  season 
from  consumption  and  pneumonia  could  be  de- 
ducted, amounting  to  one-third  of  all  the  deaths, 
Boston  would  be  the  healthiest  city  in  the  coun- 
try. Boston  has  watei  enough  already  around  it, 
and  its  effects  are  not  always  beneficial  to  health 
or  climate.  One  acre  of  grass  or  forest  is 
worth  the  whole  of  Back  Bay.  I  have  quoted 
this  matter  somewhat  for  the  reason  that  this 
Park  Commission  seem  to  think  the  sewer- 
age question  is  of  the  greatest  importance 
in  this  matter.  Another  matter  must  be  consid- 
ered. Every  gentleman  must  remember  that  the 
proportion  of  poor  people  who  are  compelled  to 
live  packed  in  closely  together,  in  dirty,  filthy 
places,  to  those  who  live  in  comfortable  houses, 
is  greater  now  than  it  was  a  year  or  two  ago,  be- 
cause they  increase  more  rapidly  in  numbers  and 
remain  in  the  city  proper,  while  the  other  classes 
have  gone  to  the  outlying  wards  and  surrounding 
towns.  Consequently,  if  there  is  a  great  increase 
in  the  death  rate  of  the  city  of  Boston  it 
would  not  follow  that  the  city  is  getting  any 
more  unhexlthy  than  it  was.  In  -refer- 
ence to  the  statements  of  the  Board  of 
Health,    I     do     not     desire     to     quarrel    with 


them  or  find  any  fault  with  them  so  far  as  this 
matter  applies  here.  I  have  alluded  to  them,  but 
I  wish  to  say  that  I  have  no  doubt  that  for  the 
time  they  have  been  studying  the  "subject  they 
have  gained  as  much  knowledge  as  any  gentle- 
men can  have  in  so  short  a  time.  Sometime 
ago  the  Committee  on  Sewers  had  a  consultation 
with  them  and  there  was  very  little  difference  of 
opinion  as  to  the  way  or  relieving  this  evil.  But 
to  the  park  question  again:  The  same  persons 
who  were  conspicuous  at  these  hearings  are  the 
very  same  persons  who  were  conspicuous  in  hav- 
ing the  city  of  Boston  indicted  for  maintaining  this 
nuisance  and  cited  the  Board  of  Health  before 
the  Grand  Jury.  Then  the  Committee  on  Sewers 
got  an  order  passed  to  build  a  sewer  there,  and 
those  same  people  came  in  and  said  they  did  n't 
want  the  sewer,  and  it  is  cheaper  for  the  city  to 
buy  it  and  make  a  park  than  to  build  a  sewer. 
There  is  just  as  strong  a  pressure  now  to  stop  the 
building  of  a  sewer  as  there  was  to  get  tne 
city  indicted  for  maintaining  that  nui- 
sance. No;  those  people  don't  want  a 
sewer;  the.v  bring  a  pressure  here  to  make  the 
city  buy  this  land  for  a  public  park.  ,  There 
is  another  aspect  of  this  question.  Any  one 
who  has  investigated  the  subject  must  know  that 
there  are  a  large  number  of  real  estate  specu- 
lators who  see  no  way  to  get  their  money  back  and 
build  up  their  broken  fortunes  than  by  getting 
the  city  to  take  these  la^  ds  and  pay  enoimous 
prices  for  then.  That  is  all  the  demand  there  is 
for  a,  public  park.  Then,  there  is  the  plausible 
rea?cn  that  if  we  obtain  this  authority  it  can  do 
no  harm,  and  that  you  need  n't  exercise  the  power 
if  you  don't  want  it.  Any  gentleman  here  knows 
the  effect  of  obtaining  such  power.  Immediately 
all  the:e  companies  will  begin  to  do  something  to 
get  the  city's  foot  into  it.  They  are  already  hard  at 
work.  Gentlemen  of  this  Board  have  been  invited 
to  examine  plans.  Of  course  it  is  a  beautiful  thing 
to  contemplate;  the  pictures  they  have  drawn  are 
very  enticing.  But,  sir,  the  greatest  curse,  as  I 
have  remarked  before,  to  any  country  is  a  high 
rate  of  taxation.  We  all  know  the  taxpayers  ex- 
pect us  to  economize  in  every  way  we  possibly 
can,  and  therefore  we  should  n't  take  any  steps  at 
present  towards  committing  the  city  of  Boston  to 
this  project.  I  will  not  detain  this  Board  any  fur- 
ther, but  will  close  by  expressing  the  hop  e  that 
the  order  will  not  pass. 

Alderman  Power  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Clark— I  did  not  expect  to  have  occa- 
sion to  make  any  further  remarks  upon  this  im- 
portant subject,  and  I  really  do  not  think  there  is 
occasion  for  f.ny  remarks  now.  The  argument  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  is  the  most  labored 
one  1  ever  heard  him  attempt  to  make.  He  has 
tried  to  convince  this  Board  that  we  contemplate 
going  out  and  buying  a  lot  of  land  from  the  Bos- 
ton Water  Power  Company,  or  some  land  specula- 
tors, for  the  purpose  of  improving  the  drainage  of 
the  city  of  Boston.  Th&t  is  not  what  this  order 
contemplates.  It  is  only  requesting  the  Legisla- 
ture to  confer  upon  the  City  Council  the  right  to 
improve  the  drainage  of  the  city,  and  if  the  City 
Council  deem  it  expedient  or  think  it  necessary  to 
improve  the  drainage  of  the  city,  they  will  exer- 
cise that  right.  It  does  not  contemplate  the  ex- 
penditure of  a  single  dollar  unless  this  Board  of 
Aldermen  votes  it.  Not  a  dollar.  So  much  for 
that.  I  am  surprised  that  an  Alderman,  who  usu- 
ally advocates  his  measures  with  so  much  force 
and  clearness,  should  come  here  and  attempt  to 
convince  an  intelligent  body  like  this  that  the 
drainage  of  the  city  of  Boston  at  the  South  End 
and  on  the  Back  Bay  is  all  that  can  be 
asked  for.  It  is  n't  six  months  ago,  gentle- 
men, that  one  of  the  employes  of  the  City 
Government  was  obliged  to  move  his  family 
from  his  dwelling  house  and  send  them  into 
the  country  because  the  neighborhood  was  so 
affected  by  the  drainage  there  that  his  children 
were  taken  sick  and  the  only  way  he  could  save 
their  lives  was  to  put  them  into  the  country.  And 
that  is  the  state  of  the  drainage  on  and  near  Bea- 
con street.  Those  facts  are  susceptible  of  proof 
if  any  member  of  the  Board  desires  it.  I  expect- 
ed that  an  argument  would  be  brought  here  that 
would  entirely  demolish  the  statements  made 
at  the  last  meeting.  But  I  have  n't  heard  a  single 
argument.  Those  statements  cannot  be  contro- 
verted. The  facts  are  that  in  1872  the  death  rate 
in  Boston  was  the  highest  of  any  Northern  city 
but  one. 

Alderman  Harris— That  was  the  year  of  the  epi- 
demic. 

Alderman  Clark— I  submit   that   the    epidemic 
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prevailed  in  other  cities  as  well  as  Boston.  It 
was  notorious  that  the  smallpox  was  just  as  bad 
in  other  cities  as  in  Boston.  But  how  did  it  com- 
pare in  1870?  Baltimore,  New  Orleans,  Detroit, 
Boston.  In  1872  they  all  had  the  epidemic,  and  in 
the  Southern  States'the  epidemics  occur  annually, 
but  the  record  is  Charleston,  Savannah.  Hobo- 
ken  (N.  J.)— everybody  knows  that  is  a  place 
where  a  decent  mm  ought  not  to  stay 
over  an  hour — Vicksburg,  Boston.  I  submit, 
gentlemeB,  that  is  the  way  the  record 
stands,  and  whether  that  state  of  things 
should  remain.  I  get  my  information  from  the 
same  source  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  got 
his — the  City  Registrar,  and  for  the  information 
of  the  Board  let  me  rei?d  it.  The  Registrar  of 
Boston,  in  his  annual  report  for  1873,  comments 
on  che  vital  statistics  which  he  presents  as  follows  : 

"From  an  examination  of  the  foregoing  tables 
it  is  evident  that  Boston  cannot  be  congratulated 
on  its  sauitary  condition.  Without  the  prevalence 
of  any  epidemic,  except  scarlatina  and  smallpox, 
the  former  existing  to  no  greater  extent  than  for 
a  number  of  years  past,  and  the  latter  disappear- 
ing in  July  last,  the  death  rate  appears  in  the 
ratio  of  28.45  in  a  thousand.  In  three  years  only 
(1853, 1854  and  1872)  within  the  last  twenty-five  has 
the  rate  reached  the  present  one.  In  1851  and  1864 
it  was  twenty-seven  in  a  thousand,  and  in  1859  it 
had  fallen  to  21.4.  For  the  ten  years  ending 
with  the  last-named  year,  the  average  rate  was 
25.2;  and,  in  the  ten  years  ending  with  1869,  it  was 
23.7.  In  1870  it  was  24.3 ;  in  1871  it  was  23.5,  and  in 
1872  it  jumped  to  30.5.  The  prevalence  of  small- 
pox in  the  past  year,  the  only  unusual  disease 
noticeable  during  that  period,  will  account  for  a 
portion  of  the  large  mortality ;  but  it  will  be  seen 
that  with  the  subsidence  of  that  disease,  the 
death  rate  still  remained  at  an  unpleasant  altitude. 
To  those  who  are  familiar  with  vital  statistics  and 
are  able  to  read  their  meaning,  the  sudden  in- 
crease of  the  death  rate  from  23.5  in  a  thousand 
in  1871,  which  was  preceded  by  a  similar  condition 
for  a  series  of  years,  to  30.5  in  1872,  and  this  in 
turn  followed  by  the  rate  of  28.4  m  1873,  the  sub- 
ject assumes  a  very  serious  aspeot." 

I  am  very  glad  to  know  that  in  the  year  1874,  by 
the  unusual  exertions  of  the  Board  of  Health,  the 
death  rate  in  Boston  has  been  diminished.  We 
are  told  it  is  only  23 ;  if  we  had  proper  sewerage  it 
would  not  be  15.  Gentlemen  will  bear  in  mind 
that  the  year  1874  was  an  unusually  healthy  year 
all  over  the  United  States ;  such  a  healthy  year 
has  npver  beea  known;  such  a  winter  and  sum- 
mer for  good  health  were  never  known.  Now  if  you 
get  the  statistics  of  other  cities,  you  will  find 
that  the  ratio  of  decrease  is  the  same  in  other 
cities.  It  has  diminished  in  New  York  as 
well  as  here  and  elsewhere.  But  that  does 
not  alter  the  fact  that  because  the  death  rate  of 
Boston  has  diminished  in  1874,  this  city  is  not  one 
of  the  most  unhealthy  cities  in  the  Union.  In  this 
city,  where  the  atmosphere  is  contaminated  by 
bad  drainage,  the  rate  has  been  twenty-eight  in 
the  thousand,  while  in  New  York,  which  is  sup- 
posed to  be  the  most  unhealthy  city  in  the  North- 
ern States,  the  rate  is  onlv  thirty-two  I  think. 
In  three  years  only— 1853, 1854,and  1872— during  the 
last  twenty-five,  has  the  rate  been  more  than  the 
present  one.  In  1859  it  fell  to  twenty-one,  and  in 
1871  it  was  twenty-three.  The  words  I  have  read 
are  those  of  Mr.  Apollonio,  the  City  Registrar. 
No  Action  about  them,  gentlemen. 

"This  serious  aspect  of  the  death  rate  in  Boston, 
to  which  the  Registrar  has  so  earnestly  called  the 
attention  of  its  citizeus,  will  become  still  more 
serious  in  the  future,  and  in  a  future  that  is  close 
at  hand,  if  the  territory  which  we  have  described 
is  not  laid  out  with  wise  forethought.  There  is  no 
part  of  the  city  as  constituted  today  that  requires 
more  careful  sanitary  engineering  than  this." 

Those  words  were  writttn  by  one  of  the  most 
eminent  physicians  in  Boston.  Now,  the  death 
rate  in  Boston  in  1872  was  thirty ;  in  1873,  with  no 
smaLpox,  twenty-eight  and  a  little  over;  in  1874, 1 
am  happy  to  say,  it  is  reouced  to  twenty-three.  I 
am  a  little  surprised  at  tha;,  because  I  proposed  to 
show  that  it  was  twenty-two ;  but  while  it  is 
twenty-three  in  a  thousand,  with  proper  drainage 
it  would  not  be  fifteen.  He  acknowledged  over 
his  own  signature  that  he  agreed  with  the  main 
points  of  the  report  of  the  Park  Commission  and 
admitted  the  necessity  for  having  certain 
things  done  to  improve  the  sanitary  con- 
dition of  the  city,  but  in  the  general 
stagnation  of  business  he  did  n't  want  to  go  into 
an  expenditure  of  money  for  a  public  park.  We 
do  not  propose  to  do  that  now,  but  we  do  propose 


to  use  every  means  in  our  power  to  improve  the 
healthfulness  of  our  city;  that  is  our  duty,  it  is  a 
part  of  the  business  we  are  expected  to  perform 
here.  There  is  no  question  in  my  mind  but  that 
the  Committee  on  Sewers,  during  the  past  and 
previous  years,  have  done  all  they  can  for  the 
construction  of  sewers.  But  we  don't  want  sewers 
constructed  in  the  wav  they  build  them.  It  is  no 
way  to  build  a  sewer  to  leave  it  emptying  out  into 
the  flats,  where  it  poisons  the  air  in  the  houses 
near  by. 

Alderman  Harris — Does  not  the  tide  ebb  and 
flow  at  all  those  outlets? 

Alderman  Clark — That  is  what  I  object  to.  It 
takes  the  matter  down  on  the  ebb  tide  and  swash- 
es it  back  again.  If  the  Alderman  is  in  doubt,  let 
him  go  down  to  Beacon  street  and  see  the  effect 
of  the  tide  floating  back  rhe  sewage  matter  upon 
the  flats.  During  the  administration  of  Mayor 
Gaston,  the  Board  of  Aldermen  were  invited  and 
went  down  there,  and  they  saw  the  emptying  of 
this  sewage  back  upon  the  flats,  and  lying  there 
in  the  hot  weather.  That  is  a  faet  which  cannot 
be  ignored.  You  have  got  to  take  hold  of  this 
subject  as  you  would  that  of  pure  water. 
You  cannot  have  pure  water  so  long  as 
you  allow  it  to  be  taken  up  anywhere 
and  distributed  all  over  the  city.  We 
don't  ask  to  take  any  property  of  the  Boston 
Water  Power  Company.  Not  a  dollai  of  it.  I 
don't  believe  they  own  half  as  much  property  out 
there  as  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12  thinks.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  many  persons  who  signed  the 
petitions  for  a  park  are  more  or  less  interested  in 
land  ;  but  when  you  say  nobody  else  besides  real 
estate  owners  is  interested  in  this  thing,  it  is  a 
mistake.  Those  most  interested  in  this  sub- 
ject are  such  men  as  Drs.  Clarke  and  Bow- 
ditch;  the  latter  thought  the  statements  made 
here  in  regard  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
city  were  not  strong  enough.  1  took  the 
trouble  to  call  upon  him  and  upon  the 
secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  and  I  was 
informed  of  one  fact,  which  the  Alderman  from 
the  Bunker  Hill  District,  should  bear  in  mind,  that 
the  sewage  which  comes  down  from  Cambridge 
and  the  Miller's  River  District  is  emptied  right 
down  upon  the  flats  and  carried  back  by  the  tide 
before  it  can  be  taken  out  into  the  channel. 

Alderman  Harris — Has  not  that  sewer  been  con- 
structed by  a  commission  appointed  by  the  State? 

Alderman  Clark— I  can  only  state  what  I  was 
told  by  Dr.  Bowditch. 

Alderman  Harris — One  of  the  commissioners  on 
the  construction  of  that  sewer  is  a  member  of  the 
State  Board  of  Health. 

Alderman  Clark — It  is  not  properly  constructed 
unless  the  sewage  is  carried  out  into  deep  water. 
That  is  what  we  want.  We  don't  ask  the  right  to 
take  land  frem  Mr.  Kendall,  or  the  Boston  Water 
Power  Company,  or  anybody  else.  But  we  want, 
after  the  subject  is  investigated  by  a  competent 
commission,  and  we  And  it  necessary,  to  have  the 
power  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  right  to  improve 
our  drainage,  and  that  is  all. 

Alderman  Stebbins— If  I  understand  the  Alder- 
man right,  this  order  does  not  apply  for  authority 
to  lay  out  public  parks  at  all,  but  simply  to  im- 
prove the  drainage,  and  is  not  applicable  to  the 
taking  of  land,  in  West  Roxbury  and  Dorchester 
at  all. 

Alderman  Clark — I  do  not  propose  to  spend  any 
money  at  all  for  this  purpose  during  the  present 
year,  nor  until  the  people  vote  upon  it,  but  I  do 
propose  that  this  sanitaiy  question  shall  be  looked 
into  this  year. 

Alderman  Stebbins — Then  I  suppose  the  order 
will  have  to  be  rewritten,  so  that  the  Mayor  shall 
petition  for  authority  to  improve  the  vjharles  River 
basin . 

Alderman  Clark— Any  amendment  which  this 
Board  of  Aldermen  see  fit  to  pass  will  be  satisfac- 
tory to  me  if  it  will  promote  this  object.  We  have 
an  able  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters  at  the 
State  House  and  I  think  they  will  look  after  the 
wants  of  the  people. 

Alderman  Stebbins— That  is  precisely  what  I 
want  to  know.  I  supposed  it  was  to  take  land  for 
parks  in  West  Roxbury  and  Dorchester.  We 
ought  to  have  that  settled  before  it  goes  to  the 
Legislature. 

Alderman  Clark— I  was  a  member  of  the  Park 
Commission,  and  saw  people  come  there  and  ad- 
vocate a  park  who  do  not  own  a  dollar's  worth  of 
real  estate  in  any  neighborhood  where  a  park 
would  be  likely  to  be  located.  Many  people  came 
there  who  said  they  owned  real  "estate  which 
would  be  benefited  by  the  park. 
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Alderman  Worthington — A.nd  were  williug  to 
pay  a  betterment? 

Alderman  Clark— Yes,  and  1  hope  that  when  the 
act  is  passed  the  city  will  be  allowed  to  assess 
betterments.  I  believe  it  is  necessary,  in  order 
to  give  us  better  drainage,  to  have  the  right  to 
take  land  for  this  purpose,  and  if  we  find  is  best 
to  use  the  full  hasin  for  the  purpose  ot  flushing- 
out  the  sewers,  as  has  been  suggested  hy  the  very 
able  and  compete;  t  Superintendent  of  Sewers 
employed  by  the  city  of  Bostou,  then  let  us  have 
that  right.  My  ideas  in  regard  to  that  came  orig- 
inally from  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers  of  this 
city.  I  am  not  an  engineer.  I  do  not  know 
that  that  is  the  best  way  to  construct  sewers,  hut  I 
have  always  supposed  that  the  lay  of  the  land 
was  such  that  the  sewers  could  be  easily  flushed 
out.  If  ft  is  necessary  to  take  this  land,  which  is 
the  breeder  of  disease,  and  till  it  with  salt  water, 
and  if  tbe  city  chooses  to  embellish  it,  as  they  did 
the  driveway  around  Chestnut  Hill  reservoir,  and 
assess  hetterments  on  the  adjoining  pioperty, 
you  can  call  it  a  water  park,  or  what  you  choose. 
But  there  is  no  occasion  for  taking  land  in 
"West  Roxbury  for  that  purpose.  It  does  not 
seem  to  have  heen  proved  here  that  the 
ceath  rate  is  smaller;  it  has  undoubtedly 
been  shown  that  the  mortality  in  1874  lias  dimin- 
ished, but  that  is  so  in  all  the  principal  cities  of 
the  country.  Another  reason  is  because  we  have 
a  good  Board  of  Health,  who  are  at  work  night 
and  day,  using  all  their  powers  to  improve  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  city.  They  have  abated 
during  the  last  year  no  less  than  18,000  nuisances, 
and  I  believe  the  increased  healthfullness  of  the 
city  in  1874  is  due  in  a  very  great  measure  to  the 
attention  which  this  same  Board  of  Health  have 
given  to  this  subject.  There  was  until  last  season 
a  common  sewer — not  constructed  by  the  city,  I 
admit — which  had  no  outlet  at  all,  and  drained  a 
larsre  number  of  dwellings.  It  became  filledup, 
and  the  sewage  backed  up  into  the  houses  of 
Fairfield  street.  But  the  attention  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Sewers  was  called  to  it  and  an  outlet  asked 
to  be  made.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  city  of  Boston 
to  make  it — 

Alderman  Harris — Was  not  the  gentleman  him- 
self president  of  the  corporation  which  con- 
structed that  sewer? 

Alderman  Clark— No,  sir,  I  was  not,  and  had 
nothing  to  do  with  it  whatever.  I  think  it  was 
carried  across  to  Beacon  street  last  year  by  the 
Committee  on  Sewers,  and  the  sewage  is  dumped 
out  there  on  the  flats.  We  all  feel,  I  pre- 
sume, in  regard  to  the  high  rate  of  taxa- 
tion, as  does  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12,  but  we 
had  better  cut  down  all  other  expenses  than  re- 
duce the  appropriation  for  sewers,  and  let  this 
state  of  things  continue  longer.  It  is  humiliating 
i  hat  the  city  of  Boston  should  let  it  go  fortb  that 
we  have  no  efficient  system  of  sewerage,  in  con- . 
sequence  of  which  the  death  rate  is  rapidly  in- 
creasing and  likely  to  increase ;  and  it  is  our  duty 
to  take  all  steps  in  our  power  to  find  the  remedy 
for  this  great  evil.  It  is  for  that  purpose  that  we 
want  the  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature  for 
authority  to  place  the  city  in  a  condition  to  abate 
this  evil. 

Alderman  Burrage — It  seems  to  me  that  the 
question  of  sewerage  and  a  public  park  are  en- 
tirely different.  Many  of  us  would  favor  a  large 
outlay  for  improved  facilities  for  sewerage,  but 
to  connect  it  with  this  question  the  order  should 
be  altered  so  as  to  meet  the  scope  of  the  argu- 
ment. I  cannot  see  what  the  argument  for  good 
drainage  has  to  do  with  the  question  of  public 
parks.  lam  willing  to  vote  for  an  improvement 
of  the  drainage  system,  if  that  is  desired. 

Alderman  Clark— If  it  can  be  found  that  the 
land  about  there  can  be  improved  so  that  a  water 
park  can  be  constructed,  it  will  add  very  much  to 
the  beautv  of  the  city,  and  certainly  no  section  of 
the  city  will  be  move  benefited  than  that  which 
the  gentleman  represents. 

Alderman  Burrage— That  depends  on  whether 
it  is  drainage  or  a  public  park. 

Alderman  Clark— If  it  is  the  best  way  to  im- 
prove the  drainage  of  the  city  by  constructing 
sewers  so  that  the  water  can  be  turned  in  at  the 
full  tide  to  flush  out  the  sewers  and  carry  off  the 
matter  into  deep  water,  then  a  salt  basin  can  be 
constructed  there,  ana  of  course  the  adjoining 
lands  will  be  much  improved. 

Alderman  Burrage— But  that  is  notwhat  this  re- 
port suggests. 

Alderman  Clark— I  am  willing  to  intrust  this 
matter  into  the  hands  of  the  whole  Board,  to  do 


what  is  best  for  the  interest  of  the  city  when  the 
right  is  granted  them. 

Alderman  O'Brien— So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I 
do  not*  mean  that  this  park  question  shall  he 
changed  altogether  to  one  of  sewerage.  The 
measuie  before  us  is  not  only  a  park,  but  a 
series  of  parks,  and  that  is  what  I  am  voting, 
for.  I  am  not  surprised  that  such  a  great 
improvement  should  meet  with  opposition. 
Every  great  improvement  has  been  met  by 
the  same  kind  of  argument  of  increased  tax- 
ation and  ruin  of  credit.  Take  the  intro- 
duction of  pure  water,  thirty  or  forty  years  ago — 
the  city  was  co  be  ruined  by  increased  taxation. 
But  it  is  not  ruined  yet.  If  you  will  look  at  the 
Auditor's  report  you  will  find  that  the  appropria- 
tions of  the  City  Council  run  almost  exclusively 
into  one  channel.  We  spend  millions  of  dollars 
for  widening  and  improving  stree. s.  Last  year 
$6,400,000  were  taken  out  of  the  treasury  for  im- 
proving streets,  and  during  the  last  hours  of  the 
session  street  improvements  were  voted  that  will 
cost  something  like  half  a  million  dollars. 

Alderman  Harris— We  appropriated  no  such 
sum  as  six  millions  for  widening  streets  last  year. 

Alderman  O'Brien — The  Auditor's  report  of  last 
year  states  that  six  millions  were  drawn  from  the 
city  treastrry  for  street  widenings.  If  there  is  an 
epidemic  abroad, I  think  it  is  one  for  street  widen- 
ing. I  believe  we  have  some  other  things  to 
attend  to  besides  street  widenings.  The  health  of 
our  people  should  be  of  as  great  consideration  to 
us  as  street  openings  and  widenings.  It  is  as 
important  to  have  a  breathing  place  for  our  peo- 
ple as  it  is  to  lay  out  streets,  and  I  am  sorry  that 
tbe  gentlemen  who  have  spoken  on  this  question 
have  confounded  it  with  that  of  sewerage. 

Alderman  Quincy — I  believe  it  is  a  park  and  not 
a  sewerage  question.  If  incidentally  we  can  use 
it  to  improve  our  sewerage,  so  much  the  better; 
but  I  believe  it  is  a  great  mistake  to  present  the 
question  as  one  of  sewerage,  which  I  think  is  sec- 
ondary in  this  instance. 

Alderman  Power — The  gentlemen  have  tried  to 
relieve  this  matter  of  the  foundation  that  the 
park  commissioners  gave  it.  But  the  question  of 
sewerage  has  been  brought  into  it  as  one  of  the 
most  important  reasons  for  a  park.  I  must  say 
that  until  this  question  came  up  nothing  was  ever 
said  against  the  sewerage  of  Boston.  AVe  have 
just  given  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers  a  unani- 
mous vote  for  leeleetion,  and  if  we  have  no 
system  those  who  voted  for  him  ought  to  be 
ashamed  of  themselves.  The  gentleman  alludes 
to  the  Fail  field-street  sewer.  The  Committee  on 
Sewers  did  n't  spend  the  city's  money  to  do 
what  the  Water  Bower  Company  agreed  to  do 
themselves,  and  that  is  the  company  which  want- 
ed us  to  advance  money  on  work  to  be  done  there. 

Alderman  Worthinglon — On  work  that  has  heen 
done. 

Alderman  Power — Talk  about  conducting  the 
sewage  to  the  channel.  Are  you  aware  that  the 
Harbor  Commissioners  won't  permit  it?  There 
was  no  talk  about  indicting  the  city  for  main- 
taining a  nuisa  nee  till  this  question  of  a  park  was 
forced  in.  The  Board  of  Health  have  done  all  they 
could  with  their  limited  exoerience,  and  with  in- 
creased experience  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose 
they  will  improve.  But  the  park  has  nothing  to 
do  with  it,  and  is  no  remedy  for  the  evil.  When 
this  authority  is  obtained,  the  representatives  of 
the  $70,000,000  worth  of  land  will  bring  a  pressure 
to  bear  from  all  quarters,  and  the  carrying  of 
measures  often  depends  upon  the  influence 
brought  to  bear  upon  tnem.  The  influence  of 
land  speculators  must  have  been  great  to  get  the 
city  indicted. 

Alderman  Worthington — Does  the  gentleman 
include  the  Board  of  Health  among  the  land  spec- 
ulators ? 

Alderman  Power— I  am  speaking  of  land  specu- 
lators. The  Board  of  Health  are  supposed  to  be 
in  the  employ  of  the  city. 

Alderman  Worthington— Did  they  not  testify 
that  there  was  a  nuisance  on  the  Back  8ay? 

Alderman  Power— I  have  heard  they  did.  But 
there  is  no  reason  for  a  park  here.  Our  suburbs 
are  an  elegant  park.  If  we  need  to  spend  money 
for  drainage  we  can  do  it  without  laying  out  a 
park.  We  could  build  a  sewer  across  the  citv  and 
empty  it  into  Long  Island,  but  it  would  cost 
millions.    • 

Alderman  Prescott — I  was  much  surprised  to 
hear  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12  trying  to  refute 
the  statements  made  in  the  report  of  the  Park 
Commission,  saying  they  were  not  true,  and  that 
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in  some  particulars  the  statistics  were  not  correct. 
Appended  to  the  report  I  find  the  following: 

"The  undersigned,  while  assenting  in  general 
terms  to  the  statements  contamedin  the  foregoing 
report,  desires  to  have  it  appear  as  a  part  of  the 
record  that  be  is  opposed  to  any  measures  which 
will  involve  an  expenditure  of  money  for  the  pur- 
pose of  laying  out  public  parks  at  this  time,  the 
city  being  heavily  in  debt,  the  taxes  for  municipal 
purposes  very  high,  and  all  kinds  of  business  in  an 
unusually  depiessed  condition. 

James  Power." 

It  seems  that  he  did  assent  in  general  terms  to 
the  statements  in  the  report. 

Alderman  Power  —  I  explained  that  before. 
What  I  meant  by  assenting  in  general  terms  was 
that  I  assented  to  the  statements  in  relation  to 
the  advantages  of  a  park;  but  I  dissented  from 
Dr.  Clarke's  sanitary  statistics. 

Alderman  Prescott— One  other  thing.  The  Al- 
derman has  represented  this  as  a  scheme  of  land 
speculators,  and  that  it  was.  land  speculators  who 
appeared  before  this  commission.  Does  the  gen- 
tleman mean  to  Say  that  the  commissioners  ac- 
ceded to  the  desire  of  the  land  speculators.  Now, 
who  are  these  commissioners?  His  Honor,  the 
Mayor  of  Boston — is  there  a  gentleman  who  has 
been  associated  with  him  that  believes  he  could 
be  made  the  tool  of  land  speculators?  The 
honorable  Chairman  of  this  Board,  who  is 
seated  here  for  the  fourth  time — do  gentle- 
men believe  he  could  be  marie  the  tool  of 
land  speculators?  Three  members  of  the 
Common  Council,  one  now  its  honored  presi- 
dent, sat  upon  this  commission  and  unanimously 
indorse  its  recommendations— Mr.  Richard  Froth- 
ingham,  whom  the  city  invited  to  deliver  the  ora- 
tion last  Fourth  of  July,  one  of  the  most  honored 
citizens  of  this  city;  Dr.  E.H.Clarke,  who  has 
given  the  subject  of  sanitary  science  almost  ex- 
clusive study  for  years ;  WilliamGray,  Jr. ;— have 
these  gentlemen  listened  to  the  land  speculators 
and  had  the  wool  pulled  over  their  eyes  and 
made  the  report  they  did?  If  that  be  so,  I 
should  think  this  order  ought  not  to  pass, 
for  if  they  have  had  the  wool  pulled  over 
their  eyes,  this  Board  may  run  the  same  risk.  I 
believe  with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  14,  that 
we  are  not  advocating  this  measure  simply  be- 
cause it  will  give  us  improved  drainage.  It  is  the 
whole  matter  of  a  series  of  public  parks,  or  one 
large  one,  which  will  improve  the  surrounding 
territory  and  bring  up  the  valuation  of  the  city  of 


Boston  more  than  all  the  money  we  shall  lay  out. 
Ask  the  citizens  of  New  York  whether — notwith- 
standing their  parks  were  laid  out  by  such  scoun- 
drels as  Tweed  and  Sweeney  and  their  crew— they 
would  wipe  them  out  and  have  it  as  it  was  in 
the  past.  How  is  it  with  Brooklyn,  Philadelphia 
and  Baltimore?  I  put  that  question  to  a  gen- 
tleman from  Philadelphia  this  afterno5n,  and  he 
•  said  that  of  all  the  improvements  made  by  the 
public  monej  he  believed  it  was  the  deliberate 
judgment  of  the  taxpayers  there  that  the  park 
was  the  best  investment  the  citj  had  ever  made. 
The  figures  in  this  report  are  sufficient  to  con- 
vince me  that  Boston  ought  to  take  this  step  now, 
when  real  estate  is  depressed,  and  property  can 
De  bought  at  a  comparatively  low  figure. 
I  have  never  known  a  public  improvement,  even  a 
street  widening  or  extension,  to  be  discussed  m 
this  Board  or  before  committees,  but  what  inter 
ested  parties  appeared.  Take  the  extension  of 
Swett  street,  involving  an  expenditure  of  nearly 
half  a  million  dollars — which  was  urged  so  strenu- 
ously by  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12— who  were 
more  frequently  seen  at  the  committee  meetings 
on  that  matter  than  the  parties  whose  lands  on 
the  South  Bay  will  be  improved  by  the  exten- 
sion? So  it  is  with  all  great  improvements. 
They  must  benefit  some  people.  The  question 
in  this  case  ;s,  will  the  expenditure  be  warranted 
by  the  benefit  it  will  confer  on  the  whole  people? 
I  believe  it  will.  I  cannot  understand  how  any 
one  can  object  to  the  order  with  the  restrictions 
placed  upon  it  by  the  amendment  offered  by  the 
Chairman. 

Aldeiman  Stebbins — 1  desire  to  offer  the  follow- 
ing  amendment,  to  be  inserted  before  the  one 
adopted: 

"Provided,  however,  that  no  expense  shall  be 
authorized  for  the  purchase  or  impiovement  of 
anv  land  exceeding  in  amount  the  sum  raised  by 
taxation  by  the  City  Council  for  that  purpose,  and 
all  money  actually  received  by  the  city  for  better- 
ment assessed  upon  the  adjoining  land." 

The  amendment  was  advocated  by  Aldermen 
htebbins  and  Burrage  and  adopted — yeas  10,  nays 
2— Aldermen  Quincy  and  Worthington  voting  nay. 

The  order  as  amended  was  rejected— yeas  6, 
na.vs  6. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  O'Brien,  Pres- 
cott, Quincy,  Worthington— 6. 

Nays— Aldermen  Burrage,  Harris,  Pope,  Power, 
Stebbins,  Viles— 6. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris  the  Boaid  ad- 
journed to  Tuesday  next,  23d  inst.,  at  4  P.M. 
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COMMON      COUNCIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

FEBRUARY    18,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  half-past  seven 
o'clock  P.  M.,  Halsey  J.  Boardmaii,  President,  in 
the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN 
FOR  CONCURRENCE. 

Annual  reports  of  SuDerintendents  of  Streets 
and  Printing.    Placed  on  file. 

Petitions  of  S.  T.  Hyde,  P.  M.  Kellaher,  Henry 
McDonald,  Charles  McOuinness,  Company  K, 
First  Infantry,  First  Company  of  Cadets,'  aod 
John  H.  Wright  et  al.,  and  request  of  Overseers 
of  Poor.    Severally  referred. 

Report  no  action  necessarv  o:i  petition  of  the 
School  Committee  to  be  furnished  with  the 
Municipal  Register,  as  tfip  Committee  on  Printing 
will  direct  the  supply  of  the  same.    Accepted. 

Report  and  order  to  pay  the  salary  of  the  late 
City  Treasurer,  up  to  July  1, 1875,  to  his  widow. 
Order  passed. 

Amendment  to  the  order  lequesting  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances  to  report  an  ordinance  for 
the  union  of  the  Cochituale  and  Mystic  water 
boards,  by  inserting  "if  deemed  expedient.-' 
Adopted,  in  concurrence 

Report  and  order  requesting  the  Committee  on 
Finance  to  report  an  order  providing  the  means 
for  completing  the  imptovement  of  the  North- 
ampton-street district  (City  Doc.  No.  25),  and  or- 
der for  assessing  cost  of  making  said  inaprove- 
provement.    Orders  passed. 

Order  placing  the  salary  of  the  Fourth  Assistant 
Solicitor  at  $2500  per  annum,  beginning  at  the 
date  of  his  appointment.  Passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

The  salary  bill  (City  Document  No.  22)  was  re- 
ceived and  laid  over. 

Report  nominating  Second  Assistant  Assessors 
and  certificate  of  election  of  said  as-essors  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen.  Report  accepted  and  nomi- 
nations laid  over.  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  said  he 
noticed  the  name  of  Benjamin  Callender  on  one 
of  the  tickets;  it  was  there  without  that  gentle- 
man's knowledge  and  consent, he  was  not  a  candi- 
date, and  would  not  accept  the  office  if  elected. 

Order  to  allow  Glover  &  Jones  to  erect  awoodtn 
building  on  a  wharf  in  rear  of  Commercial  street, 
Ward  16.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Executive  communication  transmitting  invita- 
tions to  attend  centennial  celebration  at  Concord 
and  Lexington,  with  resolve  accepting  the  same 
and  providing  for  a  committee  to  attend  the  cele- 
bration.   Resolve  passed. 

Order  that  the  expense  of  making  a  phono- 
graphic report  of  the  inquest  on  the  fire  at  145 
Court  street,  amounting  to  $255,  be  allowed  and 
paid  from  the  appropriation  for  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment. 

Pas-ed  to  a  second  reading. 

Order  that  the  Committee  on  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment be  requested  to  consider  the  expediency  of 
establishing  the  office  of  E'ire  Mars  rial,  and  to 
report  whether  any  additional  legislation  i?  neces- 
sary to  enable  the  City  Council  to  appoint  such  an 
officer  with  power  to  investigate  the  origin  and 
cause  of  fires. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  have  no  objection  to 
this  matter's  going  to  the  Committee  on  Fire  De- 
partment, but  I  would  like  to  have  somebody  give 
a  reason  why  such  an  officer  is  needed.  If  it  is 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  away  from  the  present 
commissioners  a  part  of  the  responsibilities  and 
duties  to  perform  which  we  pay  twelve  or 
fifteen  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  for  the 
purpose  of  creating  a  new  office,  let  it  be 
understood.  I  shall  object  to  taking  away 
any  of  the  powers  and  responsibilities  of  the 
Fire  Commissioners.  It  would  appear— I  have 
some  knowledge  on  the  subject,  having  been  upon 
the  committee  which  established  that  commission 
— that  that  was  a  duty  for  which  they  are  paid,  as 
that  matter  was  considered  in  fixing  the  amount 
of  their  salaries,  and  it  was  understood  that  they 
were  to  examine  into  all  such  matters.  I  bave  yet 
io  hear  any  reason  for  this  entirely  new  matter;  I 
have  yet,  ti  hear  any  reeson*for  the  appointment 
of  an  additional  officer.  We  have  three  gen- 
tlemen who  sit  in  their  seats  in  their  offices  with 
closed   doors,   or   did   so   last   year   for   a   con- 


siderable time— I  will  not  repeat  the  words, 
because  I  called  attention  to  it  last  year 
two  or  three  times.  They  are  expected  to 
consider  everything  connected  with  fires, and  now 
comes  a  proposition  to  appoint  an  additional  offi- 
cer. No  reasons  have  been  given  for  it,  but  I  will 
now  raise  mj  voice  in  objection  to  any  such  ap- 
pointment, because  it  seems  to  me  that  these 
three  gentlemen  have  an  abundance  of  time  to 
consider  all  matters  in  connection  with  the  cause 
of  fires.  I  want  to  throw  all  the  responsibil- 
ity connected  with  the  examination  of  causes 
of  fires  upon  those  three  commissioners.  I 
was  first  and  foremost,  year  before  last, 
in  proposing  to  the  City  Council  to  ap- 
point a  committee  to  investigate  this  subject, 
and  the  reorganization  of  the  department, 
the  result  of  which  was  the  passage  of  an  ordi- 
nance for  the  appointment  of  that  honorable 
board.  Now  I  undertake  to  say  that  they  are  not 
half  occuoier);  not  half  their  time  is  legitimately 
occupied  with  matters  connected  with  the  Fire 
Department.  If  I  am  wrong,  sir,  the  honorable 
Committee  on  Fire  Department  wiT.  place  me 
right.  I  frequently  pass  their  door,  at  noon,  early 
in  the  morning  and  in  the  evening,  and  I  find 
them  without  occupation;  and  yet,  sir,  here  it  is 
proposed  to  create  the  office  of  Fire  Marshal,  with 
a  salary  of  $3008  or  $4000  a  year,  I  suppose,  to  come 
out  of  the  treasury.  I  am  opposedto  the  crea- 
tion of  such  an  office,  and  I  am  opposed  to  the 
crea'ion  of  any  such  commissions  unless  they 
throw  open  their  doors,  unless  every  official  act  of 
theirs  shall  be  susceptible  of  investigation  by  this 
City  Council.  They  pass  upon  appropriations  in 
detail  without  a  voice  from  us.  I  am  opposed  to 
the  exercise  of  any  such  arbitrary  authority  by  any 
commission.  I  think  the  City  Co'incil,  coming  as 
it  does  from  the  people  every  year,  is  the  proper 
body  to  pass  upon  every  appropriation  and  fix 
the  salaries  for  the  officers  and  employes  of  the 
city.  I  find,  sir,  that  this  honorable  commission 
last  year — I  don't  know  how  it  may  be  this  year — 
Mr.  Jaquss  of  Ward  9 — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
The  remarks  of  the  genLleman  are  not  germane 
to  the  question. 

The  President— The  Chair  decides  the  point 
well  taken.  The  question  is  on  the  expediency  of 
the  reference. 

Mr,  Shaw  of  Ward  5— I  am  touching  the  whole 
point  at  issue,  and  I  shall  always  give  my  reasons 
for  the  faith  that  is  within  me,  according  to  par- 
liamentary custom.  I  believe  that  there  should 
not  be  a  Fire  Marshal,  ar  d  I  think  the  reasons  I 
gave  are  entirely  germane  to  the  question  not- 
withstanding my  worthy — 

The  President — The  question  is  upon  instruct- 
ing the  committee  to  investigate  whether  such  an 
appointment  should  be  made. 

Mr.  Shaw — I  understand  that,  sir,  but  I  am 
simply  giving  my  reason  why  this  committee 
should  not  investigate. 

The  President— The  gentleman  has  a  right  to  do 
that,  but  the  question  of  appointing  the  Marshal 
is  not  under  discussion. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  admit  it,  sir,  but  we  are  not  here  to 
be  confined  exclusively  in  every  word  we  say  to 
the  simple  point  under  discussion  without  illus- 
tration. 

The  President— The  gentleman  will  confine  him- 
self to  the  question  of  reference. 

Mr.  Shaw— We  are  not  compelled  to  be  confined 
exclusively  to  the  order.  If  the  Council  see  tit  to 
refer  the  matter,  I  shall  offer  no  objection. 

Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11— If  the  gentleman  had 
waited  for  the  committee  to  report,  he  might  then 
have  heard  their  explanations,  but  in  his  state- 
ment in  regard  to  the  Fire  Commissioners  he  errs 
very  greatly.  There  are  no  powers  vested  in  the 
commission  to  investigate  the  causes  of  fires. 
The  only  power  by  which  it  can  be  done 
is  bv  a  fire  inquest,  one  of  which  has  recently 
taken  place,  and  the  order  to  pa"  for  the  clerical 
assistance  has  just  passed  its  first  reading.  The 
office  which  the  committee  ask  for  power  to  inves- 
tigate the  expediency  of  creating  is  somewhat  sim- 
ilar to  that  now  in  existence  in  New  York  city,  by 
which  the  origin  of  fires  can  be  looked  into  and 
evidence  taken  on  the  spot.  The  Fire  Commis- 
sioners have  no  such  power  now.  If  they  wish  to 
look  into  the  cause  of  a  fire  supposed  to  be  incen- 
diary they  have  to  make  a  complaint  to  the  Mu- 
nicipal Court,  summon  jurors  and  have  the  par- 
ties brought  before  them. 

The  power  asked  for  by  the  commit+ee  is  to 
create  an  officer  who  can,  if  he  thinks  it  neces- 
sary, summon  witnesses  and  take  evidence  on 
the' spot,  under  oath.    The  matter  is  very  imma- 
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ture  at  present,  and  the  committee  wish  to  have 
this  order  passed  to  further  them  in  their  investi- 
gations. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— I  only  rise  to  answer  a 
suggestion  of  my  worthy  friend.  I  have  no  doubt 
he  i  ;  right  and  honest  in  it.  But  i  would  suggest 
that  the  matter  be  simplified  by  empowering  the 
Fire  Commissioners  to  do  it.  It  can  be  done  by 
ordinance  or  by  an  appeal  to  the  big  house  upon 
the  hill.    Simplify  the  matter. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Order  for  the  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature 
to  change  the  mode  of  assessing  cost  of  construct- 
ing sewers.    Passed. 

BADGES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  the  Council 
took  up  the  special  assignment  for  eight  o'clock, 
P.  M.,  viz.,  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  whereby 
was  rejected  the  order  for  the  appointment  of  a 
special  committee  to  procure  badges  for  such 
members  of  the  Common  Council  as  desire  them, 
at  a  cost  not  to  exceed  $15  for  each  badge. 

Mr.  Flynn — I  hope  the  motion  to  reconsider  will 
prevail.  If  it  does  I  shall  move  to  further  amend 
by  striking  out  "$15"  and  inserting  "$7.50." 

Mr.  Willcutt  of  Ward  17— As  an  honest  differ- 
ence appears  to  exist  in  regard  to  this  matter,  I 
propose  to  vote  for  a  reconsideration,  and  if  it 
is  carried  T  shall  move  an  Oder  providing  that 
the  City  Messenger  be  authorized  to  supply  all 
members  with  badges  who  desire  them,  at  their 
own  expense. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16,  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  reconsideration, 
and  it  was  carried— yeas  39,  nays  32 : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Barry,  Bent,  Brackett, 
Clark,  Collins,  Coyle,  Cushman,  Damon, Day,  Dev- 
ereux,  Duggan,  Edwards,  Fitzpatrick,  Flynn, 
Harrigan,Hicks,Kelley, Kingsbury,  Kiagsley,  Lap- 
pen,  Leighton,  Moley,  Mooney,  Murray,  Noyes, 
Osborne,  Power,  Rice,  Shaw,  Sibley,  Train,  Wal- 
bridge,  Walsh,  Whitcomb,  Whitinore,  Wilbur, 
Willcutt,  Woods— 39. 

Nays— Messrs.  Beal,  Burditt,  Burgess,  Cawley, 
Crocker,  Curtis,  Cushing,  Fitzgerald,  Goldthwait, 
Guild,  Harmon,  Hiscock,  Howes,  Jaques,  Kim  ball, 
Long,  Lormg,  Morrison,  Newton,  Page,  Parker, 
Peabody,  Pierce,  Sampson,  Smith,  Spr ague,  Sta- 
cy, Sweetser,  Thacher,  Trull,  Wadsworth,  Wilson 
-32. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  to  amend  the  or- 
der by  striking  out  "$15,"  and  inserting  in  place 
thereof  "$7.50," 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13—1  hope  no  more  time  will 
be  taken  in  arguing  pro  and  con  upon  this  ques- 
tion. As  has  been  said,  there  is  an  honest  differ- 
ence of  opinion  in  regard  to  the  propriety  of  hav- 
ing badges,  and  as  the  matter  stands  with  the 
amsdndmtnt  of  $7.50,  which  will  procure  a  very 
proper  badge  for  those  who  desire  them,  it  seems 
to  me  that  if  those  who  voted  against  this  reconsid- 
eration will  stand  to  their  opinion,  there  will  only 
be  a  small  amount  of  money  laid  out  for  badges. 
If  one-half  of  the  Council  desire  badges — it  has 
been  the  custom  for  many  years — I  think  it  is  no 
more  than  fair  to  let  them  have  this  trifle. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9—1  hope  the  amendment 
will  not  pievail,  for  the  simple  reason  that  this 
has,  in  one  sense,  been  made  a  test  question 
as  to  whether  this  bocy  will  spend  any  money 
ujjon  a  tiling  that  has  been  clearly  shown 
to  be  improper.  The  action  of  those  who 
would  have  these  amendments  prevail  re- 
minds me  of  the  young  woman  who  had  been 
unfortunate  enough  to  become  a  mother  before 
she  was  a  wife,  and  she  excused  herself  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  a  very  small  one.  Now  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  question  in  regard  to  this 
bantling  is  its  origin,*and  I  should  have  the  same 
objection  to  voting  for  an  amendment  of  fifty 
cents  that  I  should  to  voting  for  one  of  $7.50. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9 — I  do  n^t  think  ary  amount 
of  discussion  would  chauge  our  minds  on  chis  sub- 
ject and  I  move  the  pievious  question. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7--The  previous  ques- 
tion will  cut  off  all  amendments  to  the  order,  and 
as  I  proposed  to  offer  one  I  hope  the  gentleman 
will  withdraw  the  motion.  1  am  sure  that  dis- 
cussion will  not  change  members'  minds.  If  a 
strong  public  opinion  against  it  has  not  changed 
the  members'  minds,  I  don't  think  discussion  will. 
But  I  hope  members  will  have  the  opportunity  to 
offer  amendments. 


Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9 — I  fail  to  see  the  advantage 
of  offering  amendments  except  to  take  up  time. 
We  have  taken  tip  enough  time  discussing  amend- 
ments and  orders  on  the  subject,  and  if  members 
want  to  put  in  orders  they  can  defeat  this  one.  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  general  question  has  been 
discussed  sufficiently. 

Mr.  Willcutt  of  Ward  17— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  9  intended  no  reflection  upon  me,  I  presume. 
I  have  endeavored  to  catch  the  eye  of  the  Presi- 
dent several  times,  but  failed  until  now.  I  have 
an  order  which  I  would  like  to  offer. 

The  mam  question  was  ordered,  and  the  amend- 
ment as  offered  by  Mr.  Flynn  was  adopted— ^19 
yeas,  22  nays : 

Yeas — Anderson,  Barry,  Bent,  Brackett, Burditt, 
Clarke,  Collins,  Coyle,  Crockei,  Cushing,  Cush- 
man, Damon,  Day, 'Devereux,  Duggan,  Edwards, 
Fitzpatrick,  Flynn,  Goldthwait,  Harmon,  Harri- 
gan,  Hicks,  Kelley,  Kingsbury,  Kint-sley,  Lappen, 
Leighton,  Long,  Loring,  Moley,  Mooney,  Murray, 
Noyes,  O  borne,  Peabody,  Power,  Rice,  Shaw, 
Sibley,  Sprague,  Train,  Wadsworth,  Walrridge, 
Walsh,  Whitcomb,  Whitmore,  Wilbur,  Wilson, 
Woods— 49. 

Kays— Beal ,  Burgets,  Cawley,  Curtis,  Fitzgerald, 
Guild,  Hiscock,  Howes,  Jaques,  Kimball,  Morri- 
son, Newton,  Page,  Parker,  Pierce,  Sampson, 
Smith,  Stacey,  Sweetser,  Thacher,  Trull,  Willcutt 
—22. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6,  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  passage  of  the  or- 
der, and  it  was  passed  as  amended— yeas  38,  nays 
33. 

Yeas— Anderson,  Barry,  Bent,  Clarke,  Collins, 
Coyle,  Cushman,  Damon,  Day.  Devereux,  Dug- 
gan, Edwards,  Fitzpatrick,  Flynn,  Harmon,  Har- 
rigan,  Hicks,  Kelley,  Kingsbury,  Kingsley,  Lap- 
pen,  Leighton,  Moley,  Mooney,  Murray,  Noyes, 
Osborne,  Power,  Uice,  Shaw,  Sibley,  Train,  Wal- 
bridge,  Walsh,  Whitcomb,  Whitmore,  Wilbur. 
Woods— 3& 

Nays— Beal,  Brackett,  Burditt,  Burgess,  Cawley, 
Crocker,  Curds,  Cushing,  Fitzgerald,  Goldthwait, 
Guild,  Hiscock,  Howes,  Jaques,  Kimball,  Long, 
Loring,  Morrison,  Newton,  Page,  Parker,  Pea- 
body,  Pierce,  Sampson,  Smith,  Sprague,  Stacey, 
Sweetser,  Thacher,  Trull,  Wadsworth,  Willcut, 
Wilson -33. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— In  order  to  settle  this 
matter  tonight,  I  move  a  reconsideration  of  the 
last  vote,  hoping  it  will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12—1  raise  the  point  of  or- 
der, that  chis  matter  having  beenjsettled  on  a  re- 
consideration, it  cannot  be  reconsidered  again, 
and  the  motion  is  out  of  order. 

The  President  decided  that  the  point  was  not 
well  taken. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9—1  rise  to  a  point  of  oi  der. 
The  morion  to  reconsider  cannot  be  made  at  this 
time,  as  the  rules  provide  the  order  in  which  busi- 
ness shall  be  transacted,  and  the  motion  is  not  in 
order  till  later  in  the  evening,  under  the  head  of 
"Motions,  orders  and  resolutions." 

The  President— In  strict  conformity  to  the  rule, 
the  point  is  well  taken  ana  the  motion  is  not  in 
order. 

Mr.  Flynn — Has  it  not  been  the  custom? 

The  President— It  has,  but  uuder  the  strict  rules 
it  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — Cannot  a  member  move  a 
reconsideration  at  the  same  meeting? 

The  President; — The  Chair  decides  that  he  can. 

Mr.  Shaw— Then  the  gentleman's  motion  must 
be  iu  order. 

The  President— The  Council  have  adopted  cer- 
tain rules  for  the  government  of  business.  The 
motion  would  properly  be  in  order  under  "Mo- 
tions, orders  and  resolutions." 

Mr.  Flynn— I  can  see  that  the  opponents  of  the 
measure  are  determined  to  defeat  it,  and  in  order 
that  we  may  settle  it  now,  I  move  a  suspension  of 
the  rule  that  I  may  make  the  motion  to  reconsider 
at  this  time. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12 — I  did  not  raise  the  point 
I  suggested  from  any  unfriendliness  to  the  gen- 
tlemau  from  Ward  7,  but  out  of  sheer  consist- 
ency. I  c)o  not  see  that  we  could  gain  anything 
by  suspending  the  rule.  We  have  once  reconsid- 
ered this  question  and  cannot  reconsider  it  again. 
It  has  now  been  decided.  I  have  voted  against 
the  order  and  the  amendments.  But  it  is  decided 
and  I  am  content.  I  differ  with  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  7  honestly,  but  I  do  not  think  that  at 
this  stage  of  the  proceedings  it  is  worth  while  to 
spend  time  on  a  reconsideration,  as  we  have  spent 
time  enough  already,  and  the  matter  is  settled 
beyond  reservation.     I  hope  it  will  be  dropped. 
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Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— The  gentleman  from  Ward 
7  entirely  misconstrued  my  motive.  I  have  no  in- 
tention to  fiilibur.ter  on  this  question,  but  I  do  de- 
sire that  the  business  may  be  despatched.  Several 
important  matters  are  to  be  transacted  and  noth- 
ing done  to  detain  those  who  wish  to  leave. 

Mr.  Flynn— I  don't  know  what  the  motives  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  are,  but  I  know  from 
experience  that  he  has  made  such  a  motion  at 
least  ten  times,  and  my  object  was  to  prevent  de- 
lay. If  the' gentlemen  are  satisfied  I  will  with- 
draw the  motion. 

Mr.  Wilson — I  should  be  willing  to  vote  against 
a  reconsideration  if  it  comes  up  by  a  trick. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  was  withdrawn. 

The  President  appointed  Messrs.  Anderson  of 
Ward  3,  dishing  of  Ward  4,  and  Harmon  of, Ward 
6  the  committee  to  procure  badges. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pav  the  interest  due  on  the  Pierce  Fuel 
Fund  from  Sept.  1.  1872  to  Sept.  1, 1873,  amount- 
ing to  $90.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  issue  to  John  Gilson  a  certificate  of  in- 
debtedness for  $4000,  on  the  conditions  set  forth 
in  said  ordei .    Pass  ed  in  concurrence. 

Oi  der  for  a  tran-fer  from  the  appropriation  for 
Police  Station  House,  South  Boston,  to  thac  for 
Police  Station  House,  Ward  16,  of  the  sum  of 
$2000.    Passed  in  concurrence — yeas  61,  nays  0. 

ADDITIONAL  WATER  SUPPLY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10  the  Coun- 
cil took  up  the  special  assignment  for  SL/2  o'clock 
P.  M.,  viz.,  orders  appropriating  $1,500,000  for 
extension  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Works  and 
granting;  authority  for  said  extension,  and  $30,000 
for  a  siphon  pipe  over  Charles  River.  (Reprinted 
City  Doc.  No.  20,  with  amendments  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  thereto.) 

The  oiders  were  passe  1  in  concurrence— yeas  57, 
nays  14 : 

Yeas — Anderson,  Barry,  Beal,  Bent,  Brackett, 
Burditt,  Cawley,  Clarke,  Collins,  Coyle,  Crocker, 
Curtip,  Cushing,  Damon,  Duggan,  Edwards,  Fitz- 
gerald, Fitzpatrsck,  Flynn,  Goldthwait,  Guild, 
Harmon,  Hiscoek,  Howes,  Jaques,  Kimball, 
Kingsbury,  Kingsley,  Lappen,  Long,  Lormg, 
Mooney,  Morrison,  Murray,  Newton,  Noyes,  Os- 
borne," Page,  Parker,  Peabody,  Pierce,  Por/er, 
Rice,  Sampson,  Shaw,  'Smith,  Sprague,  Sweet- 
ser, Thacher,  Train,  Wadsworth,.  Walsh,  Whit- 
comb,  Whitmore,  Wilbur,  Willcutt,  Woods— 57. 

Nays— Burgess,  Cushman,  Day,  Devereux,  Har- 
rigan,  Hicks,  Kelley,  Leighton,  Moley,  Sibley, 
Stacey,  Trull,  Walbridge,  Wdson— 14. 

SWETT  STREET. 

The  order  for  a  loan  of  $476,000,  for  widening, 
building  and  extending  Swett  street  from  Albany 
street  to  Dorchester  avenue,  and  the  order  for  con- 
tracts for  the  construction  of  Swett  street  from  Al- 
bany street  to  Dorchester  avenue,  including  the 
necessary  bridges  over  tide  waters;  and  also  for 
raising  the  road  beds  and  tracks  of  the  Boston, 
Hartford  &  Erie  Railroad,  an  constructing  a 
bridge  over  said  street,  were  considered  among 
the  unfinished  business. 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Ward  15  moved  that  tliey  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — This  is  an  important  mat- 
ter and  should  be  attended  to  as  soon  as  possible. 
I  would  like  the  gentleman  to  state  his  reasons. 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Ward  15— This  afternoon  I  listen- 
ed to  the  arguments  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  [Alderman  Power]  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in 
favor  of  economy.  1  was  very  much  pleased  with 
them ,  and  I  think  that  before  we  enter  into  a  mat- 
ter of  this  kind  we  should  always  give  it  due  and 
proper  deliberation.  I  know  this  subject  received 
considerable  attention  in  the  last  City  Council, 
but  I  think  that  as  there  are  many  new  members 
here  ihey  should  hear  some  good  reasons  why  this 
order  should  pass  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— The  reasons  are  that  the 
last  City  Council  laid  out  this  street  a-<  a  public 
highway  between  Roxbury  and  South  Boston. 
The  land  was  taken  at  that  time,  but  it  being  so 
late  it)  the  season  the  Council  concluded  that  the 
order  for  borrowing  the  money  should  go  to  the 
Finance  Committee  of  tbis  Government.  J  The  or- 
der for  taking  the  land  and  laying  out  the  streat 
was  passed  by  that  Council.  The  city's  honor  is 
at  stake  in  this  matter.  Now  all  that  we  have  got 
to  do  in  this   matter   is   to   go   on   and  build  the 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13— As  1  was  an  advocate  of 
this  matter  in  the  last  City  Government,  I  would 
reiterate  what  I  said  theu.  The  ainouut  of  money, 


$476,000,  seems  a  large  sum ;  but  it  is  merely  to 
cover  che  gross  expense  of  this  improvement. 
The  drawback  which  will  come  to  the  city  from 
the  abutters — which  those  parties  have  already 
signed  bonds  to  pay— amounts  to  between  $90,000 
and  100,000,  which  will  make  the  cost  not  far  from 
$376,000,  instead  of  $476,000.  I  spoke  to  City  Au- 
ditor Turner  on  the  subject,  and  he  said  that  of 
course  we  must  pay  the  fills  before  we  can  chaige 
betterments  for  the  improvements.  As  to  the  im- 
portance of  carrying  tnat  project  through,  I  have 
yet  to  hear  one  speak  against  itoutside  of  the  City 
Council.  On  the  contrary,  I  have  heard  hundreds 
say  it  was  one  of  the  most  important  and  best 
schemes  we  acted  upon  last  year. 

Mr  Page  of  Ward  9— I  had  the  honor  to  present 
a  minority  leport  from  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
last  year,  on  this  subject,  and  although  whatever 
this  Council  may  do  tonight  caanot  effect  the 
merits  of  the  question  or  prevent  the  laying  out 
of  the  street,  I  have  not  changed  my  mind.  I  en- 
deavored to  give  this  City  Council  the  opportunity 
to  vote  upon  che  merits  of  the  question,  and  sev- 
eral gentlemen  supported  me,buc  we  foimeda 
very  small  minority.  A  majority  of  the  two 
branches  of  that"  City  Government  decided 
to  lay  out  that  street  and  that  this 
City  Council  should  furnish  the  money, 
which  we  are  obliged  to  do,  or  the  citv  will  be 
liable.  The  state  of  the  matter  is  just  "this :  The 
Street  Commissioners  passed  an  order  that  the 
safety  and  convenience  of  the  public  required  the 
laying  out  of  the  street,  which  was  sent  to  the 
City  Couno-il  of  last  year,  and  they  referred  it  to 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets.  After  a  great 
deal  of  figuring  the  abutters  consented  to  pay  a 
very  small  amount  of  what  they  snouJd  have  paid. 
There  is  no  question  about  that  at  all,  as  it  is  a» 
improvement  very  largely  for  the  benefit  of  the 
abutters,  arid  they  pay  only  a  very  small  part  of  the 
cost  of  the  improvement.  The  parties  who  own  the 
land  there  are  of  course  immediately  interested, 
and  they  should  pay  considerably  more  money 
than  they  agreed  to.  In  regard  to  gentlemen  out- 
side of  the  Council  being  unanimously  in  favor  of 
it,  I  beg  to  differ  from  the  gentleman  ;  for  I  have 
seen  many  who  have  taken  my  side  of  the  case, 
and  who  think  that,  if  the  street  is  laid  out,  it 
should  be  paid  for  by  those  who  are  to  have  the 
benefit  of  it.  But,  as  the  matter  stands  today, 
the  City  Council  have  concurred  with  the  Street 
Commissioners  in  the  passage  of  the  order;  but  if 
the  land  is  not  taken  in  two  years  the  taking  fails, 
though  parties  could  sue  the  city  for  damages  for 
not  taking  the  land.  If  the  Council  refuses  to  ap- 
propriate the  money  for  it,  the  consequence  would 
be  tbat  the  city  would  be  involved  in  lawsuits.  I 
was  sorry  I  could  not  get  the  matter  referred  to 
this  Government,  who  have  to  furnish  the  money, 
and  it  did  not  seem  to  rne  that  we  should  be  placed 
in  the  position  we  are  in  today.  But,  as  the  City 
Council  has  concurred  with  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners in  passing  the  order  laying  out.  the  street, 
I  do  not  know  any  way  to  get" out  ot  the  dilemma 
but  to  furnish  the  money. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— Another  fact  is  that  the 
abutters  have  given  bonds  to  pay  $60,000  towards 
building  the  street,  and  $40,000  worth  of  land. 
The  city  his  releases  of  the  land  and  bonds  that 
the  parties  will  pay  the  $60,000  when  the  street  is 
laid  out. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13 — I  think  it  fair  to  state 
one  other  fact,  and  that  is  in  regard  to  the  refer- 
ence of  this  matter  to  this  City  Government, 
which  was  fully  explained  then.  This  matter  bad 
been  thoroughly  ventilated  f  r  two  years  and  the 
reason  urged  for  the  settlement  ot  the  question 
before  the  conclusion  of  the  last  City  Council  was 
that  the  releases  had  been  obtained.  It  was  on 
that  ground  that  action  was  taken  last  year. 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Ward  15— This  matter  ought  to  be 
tabled  until  we  can  see  in  what  condition  we  shall 
be  in  a  few  months  hence.  It  has  been  argued  be- 
foie  the  upper  house  that  it  is  necessary  for  us  to 
have  great  economy  at  the  present  time,  and  from 
what  I  have  been  able  to  learn  on  this  subject— 
I  have  read  the  reports  of  last  year— it 
looks  to  me  like  a  very  wild  scheme.  I 
don't  think  the  committee  reported  that 
public  necessity  requires  this  avenue  to  be 
laid  out ;  it  was  rather  for  the  purpose  of  bringing 
lands  into  the  market  that  it  was  thought  to  be 
advisable,  It  does  not  appear  that  pubilc  travel 
requires  that  this  street  should  be  laid  out  at  the 
present  time. 

The  President  said  the  .  time  for  debate 
had  expired,  and  after  the  expression  of 
a   desire,   by  Mr.   Page,  that  the   new  members 
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should  liave  an  opportunity  10  look  into  the 
merits  of  the  case,  anil  an  explanation  from 
Mr.  Flynn  that  the  city  is  liable  for  damages  if  the 
street  is  not  built  and  that  the  work  can  be  done 
cheaper  now  by  $1  or  $1.50  per  square  yard  than 
it  can  two  or  three  months  hence,  and  the  com- 
mittee desire  to  press  the  work  forward,  the  order 
to  contract  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  order 
for  the  loan  was  specially  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting  at  8  P.  M. 

ELECTIONS. 

The  following  elections  occurred: 
Member  of  Cochituate  Water  Board.  Certifi- 
cate of  the  election  of  Uriel  H.  Ciocker  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board,  in  place  of 
Amos  L.  Noyes,  chosen  by  this  Council.  Messrs. 
Wilson  of  Ward  12,  and  Harrigau  of  Ward  14, 
Long  of  Ward  8,  were  oppointed  a  committee  t© 
receive,  sort  and  count  votes.  They  reported- 
Whole  number  of  votes 63 

Necessary  to  a  choice 63 

Amos  L.  N  oyes 40 

Uriel  H.  Crocker 21 

H.  H.  Sprague 2 

And  Mr.  Noyes  was  elected  in  non-concurrence. 
Certificate  sent  up. 

City  Registrar.  Report  ncminating  N.  A. 
Apollonio  accepted.  Messrs.  Pierce  of  Ward  11, 
Sampson  of  Ward  10,  aad  Clarke  of  Ward  15  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes. 
They  reported — 

Whole  number  of  votes 61 

Necessary  to  a  choice 32 

N.  A.  Apollonio  had 58 

Edward  Kelly 1 

Charles  Harris 1 

Edwin  Sibley 1 

And  Mr.  Apollonio  was  declared  elected.  Certifi- 
cate seat  up. 

Superintendents  of  Bridges.  Messrs.  Whitmore 
of  Ward  4,  rower  of  Ward  21 ,  and  Newton  of  Ward 
14  were  the  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes. 
Mr.  Parker  of  Ward  14  inquired  who  Mr.  Fiancis 
M.  Hughes  (the  minority  nominee  lor  superintend- 
ent of  Dover-.«tieet  bridge)  was,  and  Mr.  Fljnn  of 
Ward  7  said  he  supposed  Mr.  Hughes  was  nom- 
inated because  ihe  minority  of  the  committee 
thought  there  ought  to  be  a  Changs.  The  great 
majority  of  the  South  Boston  people  think  the 
present  superintendent  [Mr.  Nelson]  is  not  a  fit 
man  to  have  there ;  he  is  a  person  whom  the  citi- 
zens of  Wards  7  and  12  do  not  think  mueh  of  and 
some  of  chem  cannot  get  alonsr  with  him. 
The  Committee  reported  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 67 

Necessary  to  a  choice 34 

For  Superintendent  of  Federal-street  Bridge. 

Jacob  Norris 67 

For  Superintendent  of  Dover-street  Bridge. 

Angus  Nelson 33 

Francis  M.  Hughes 34 

For  Superintendent  of  Chelsea-street  Bridge. 

Edwai  d  T.  Stowers 67 

For  Superintendent  of  Charles  Biver  Bridge. 

Joel  B.  Bolan 67 

For  Superintendent  of  Warren  Bridge. 

Charles  H.  Marple 67 

For  Superintendent  of  Maiden  Bridge. 

John  Ho  ward 67 

For  Superintendent  of  Broadway  Bridge. 

John  C.  Boole 67 

For  Superintendent  of  Mt.  Washington-avenue  Bridge. 

George  H.  Davis 67 

For  Superintendent  of  Meridian-street  Bridge. 

Beuben  B.  Wendell 67 

And  those  receiving    the  necessary  votes   were 
declaied  elected. 
Certificate  sent  up. 

PETITIONS    PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3— Petition  of  Wil- 
liam Wilson  for  compensation  for  damages  to  his 
wife  caused  by  a  fall  on  sidewalk. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— Petition  of  E.  D. 
Wlvitcomb  for  compensation  for  damages  to  his 
sleigh  by  an  alleged  defect  in  a  public  street. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Claims  and  sent  up. 

REPORTS. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Instruction  that 
it  is  inexpedient  to  purchase  the  vacant  lot  ad- 
joining th°  Chapman  Schoolhouse,  as  the  land 
cannot  be  procured  on  satisfactory  terms.  Ac- 
cepted and  sent  up. 

Mr.  Day  of  Ward  1  .submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  the  Ferries  that  it  is  inexpe- 
dient to  make  any  reduction  in  the  rates  of  toll  at 
this  time.    Accepted  and  sent  up. 


Mr.  Sprague  of  Waid  4  submitted  a  r -port  from 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Library,  that  the 
order  to  print  the  proceenings  at  dedication  of 
Brighton  Branch  Library  ought  not  to  pass.  Ac- 
cepted, and  sent  up, 

REDIVISION  OE  THE  WARDS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  the  order  for  the 
Mayor  to  amend  tne  petition  tor  a  new  number  of 
wards,  to  provide  that  each  ward  shall  elect  two 
members  of  the  Common  Council  and  tv/o  mem- 
bers of  the  School  Committee,  was  caken  from  the 
table.    The  question  was  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4—1  desire  to  amend 
that  order  by  placing  the  number  of  wards  at 
thnty-six.  This  order  is  in  reality  v  report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Census  and  Division  of  the 
Wards.  They  first  reported  through  tneir  chair- 
man to  the  Board  of  Aldermeu  an  order  which  not 
only  requested  the  Mayor  to  petition  for  a  change 
in  the  number  of  wards,  but  alsom  regard  to  the 
number  of  Common  Councilmen  and  School  Com- 
mitteemen from  each  ward.  The  Aldermen 
passed  that  order  with  the  clause  relat- 
ing to  representation  in  the  Council  stricken 
out;  it  was  sent  down  here,  and  passed,  and 
the  Major  has  placed  the  petition  before  the 
Legislature.  That  petition  is  for  liberty  to  make 
the  number  of  wards  not  exceeding  thirty,  and  it 
is  absolutely  essential  for  us  to  take  some  action 
in  regard  to  representation.  As  the  charter  now 
stands  we  are  obliged  to  have  four  members  of 
the  Council  and  School  Committee  from  each 
ward,  except  Wards  17, 19,  20.  21  and  22;  if  there  is 
to  be  any  change  we  must  have  an  amend- 
ment to  tbe  charter,  or  else  have  only 
eighteen  wards.  The  matter  is  one  upon  which 
the  committee  express  no  opinion  as  to  whether 
it  is  advisable  to  limit  the  number  of  representa- 
tives, but  it  is  desirable  that  some  action  be 
taken  or  else  we  shall  be  limited  to  eighteen 
wards.  In  the  committee  it  was  deemed  best  to 
limit  the  number  of  Councilmen  and  School  Com- 
mitteemen to  two  from  each  ward  and  fix  the 
number  of  wards  at  thirty-six.  At  all  events,  the 
petition  should  be  amended.  This  matter  of 
representatives  was  sent  to  us  from  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  in  the  form  it  was 
for  tbe  reason  that  it  was  very  strongly 
the  feeling  of  that  Board  that  the  initiative 
should  be  taken  by  us.  For  one,  I  feel  undecided 
as  to  the  advisability  of  having  smaller  wards ; 
but  it  is  proper  for  the  Council  to  decide  whether 
it  will  reduce  the  number  of  members  from  each 
ward.  As  the  charter  stands  now,  nearly  all  the 
wards  must  have  four  members,  and  without  in- 
creasing the  Councilmen  we  could  only  have 
eighteen  wards.  It  is  rather  late  to  commence 
discussion  this  evening,,  and  if  it  is  the  desire  f 
the  Council  I  have  ho  objection  to  a  special  as- 
signment of  the  order  for  nexc  Thnrsdav  evening. 
The  Mayor  must  fix  the  number  of 
wards  in  the  petition.  We  now  have  sixteen 
wards  entitled  t^  four  members  and  seven  enti- 
tled to  two,  and  the  question  is  whether  we  shall 
increase  the  number  of  the  Council  for  tbe  next 
ten  years  or  keep  it  at  the  present  limit. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7—1  think  that  if  we  pass 
this  order  it  will  be  anticipating  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  new  charter.  There  may  per- 
haps be  a  necessity  for  passing  the  first  portion 
of  the  order  to  fix  the  number  of  wards  at  not  ex- 
ceeding thirty-six.  if  that  is  deemed  expedient;  but 
I  think  it  would  be  rather  forcing  the  matter  to 
dehate  the  question  whether  we  shall  have  two. 
tfciee  or  four  Common  Councilmen  or  members  of 
the  school  board.  Tbe  rights  of  the  city  in  the 
Legislature  have  been  saved  by  the  introduction, 
by  Mr.  Codman  of  Ward  6,  of  an  order  under 
which  we  can  bring  before  the  JudiciaryCommittee 
any  amendment  to  the  city  charter  which  we  think 
proper.  I  should  not  be  willing  to  discuss  the 
question  of  representation  now.  We  all  agree 
that  there  should  be  some  reduction  of  the  school 
board,  but  I  don't  think  members  are  prepared  to 
vote  tonight.  No  harm  will  be  done  if  this  is  laid 
over  one  week,  audit'  it  waits  till  tbe  report  on 
the  new  charter  is  made  we  will  be  able  to  discuss 
it  more  intelligently  and  come  to  some  conclusion. 
I  think  the  true  way  is  to  petition  the  Legislature 
for  authority  to  divide  the  city  into  such  a  num- 
ber of  wards,  not  exceeding  thirty  or  thirty-six. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  «— I  cannot  quite  agree 
with  the  gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down,  that  it 
is  going  to  be  safe  for  us  to  fix  the  number  of 
wards  and  stop  there,  because  if  we  do  we  must 
have,  as  it  now  stands,  four  times  as  many  Com- 
mon Councilmen  as  we  have  now.    We  should  de- 
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tennine  now  how  many  members  of  each  branch 
we  want  in  the  Council,  and  rhe  School  Commit- 
tee. As  has  been  said,  it  is  necessary  to  have  a  re- 
division  of  the  city,  aud,  as  matters  now  stand,  for 
the  Council  to  act  on  rhe  question  of  representation 
It  is  true  that  the  city  righis  are  preserved  in  the 
Legislature,  and  that  the  matter  can  be  bi ought 
up  at  any  time,  and  it  appears  to  me  that  we 
should  refer  tbis  order  to  the  committee  whom  we 
appointed  to  consider  tbe  matter.  When  they  re- 
port we  shall  have  some  definite  opinron  for  our 
guidance,  as  they  will  report  their  rea  sens  for  a 
smaller  or  larger  number  of  wards.  I  hojje  we  shall 
refer  the  order  instead  of  assigning  it,  and  that 
they  will  report  what  in  their  opinion  is  the  hest 
number  of  wards  for  the  interest  of  the  city.  Then 
in  determining  the  number  of  wards  the  Council 
would  naturally  decide  bow  many  members  we 
want  from  each  body.  While  the  committee  on 
the  new  charter  are  doing  all  they  can  consistent- 
ly with  their  other  engagements,  and  intend  to 
make  a  full  report  at  the  earliest  possible  mo- 
ment, they  have  been  ec gaged  but  two  months  up- 
on a  work  which  it  took  the  commissioners  eighteen 
months  to  prepare,  and  I  think  it  would  not  be 
wise  to  wait  for  their  report. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4 — I  should  have  given 
a  more  extended  explanation  of  this  matter,  but 
I  supposed  the  members  were  aware  of  the  pro- 
ceedings already  had  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
This  matter  is  brought  torwaid  as  an  amendment 
to  the  action  already  taken.  They  passed  an  or- 
der requesting  the  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legisla- 
ture to  amend  tbe  charter  so  as  to  make  a  number 
of  wards  not  exceeding  thirty  which  might  here- 
after be  fixed  by  the  City  Council.  That  order 
passed  this  body  and  the  petition  has  been  sent  to 
the  Legislature.  The  result  is  we  are  oound 
to  make  some  indication  of  the  number  of 
ware's  we  desire,  as  tbe  Legislature  will  not 
allow  us  to  fix  it  at  "not  exceeding  30,"  for  if  we 
do  the  remaining  provisions  of  the  charter  will 
oblige  us  to  have  120  members  in  this  Council  and 
180  members  of  the  school  Committee.  That  left 
us  in  such  an  absurd  position  that  we  should 
amend  the  petition  so  as  to  have  only  two  or  three 
Common  Councilmen  or  School  Committeemen. 
I  should  be  glad  to  refer  the  order  to  the  commit- 
tee if  it  would  expedite  matters.  The  only  question 
is  as  to  the  desirability  of  increasing  or  diminish- 
ing the  number  of  each  body.  If  we  have  twen- 
ty-four ward«,  we  can  have  forty-eight  or  seventy- 
two  members ;  but  we  can  have  no  intermediate 
number;  and  we  should  consider  carefully 
whether  or  not  we  want  to  keeo  the  number  at 
the  present  figure.  We  ought  to  say  whether  we 
want  twenty  wards  with  three  members,  or  thirty 
with  two.  The  other  matter  can  be  debated  in  a 
single  evening.  It  is  nothing  whether  you  have 
two  or  three  members  from  each  ward,  provided 
the  total  is  the  same.  I  can  say  in  advance  that  the 


eommittee  can  only  report  twenty  wards  with  three 
members,  or  thirty  with  two.  I  think  it  would  be 
better  to  assign  it  to  next  Thursday  evening. 

Mr.  Bracketc  of  Ward  10— I  hope  the  motion  to 
refer  will  prevail.  We  are  evidently  not  prepared 
to  act  upon  it  now.  I  think  the  Legislature  will 
be  in  session  two  or  three  months,  and,  as  has 
been  said,  an  order  has  been  introduced  there 
which  will  save  the  rights  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6—1  can  no  more  agree 
with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  than  I  could 
with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7.  I  think  the 
Council  had  better  not  wait  for  the  report  on  the 
new  charter.  This  question  must  be  determined, 
new  charter  or  no  new  charter.  Every  member 
knows  we  must  determine  the  number  of  wards, 
else  it  cannot  be  done  again  in  ten  years.  For 
that  reason,  thinking  it  may  advance  this  matter, 
I  shall  withdraw  my  notice  for  a  reference,  and 
shall  move  that  it  be  specially  assigned  to  the 
next  meeting  at  half-past  eight  o'clock. 

The  motion  to  assign  prevailed. 

ICY    SIDEWALKS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crocker  of  Wsid  6,  the  ordi- 
nance to  amend  an  ordinance  relating  to  streets 
so  as  to  require  persons  to  keep  the  ice  on  the 
sidewalks  covered  with  ashes  was  taken  from  the 
table, 

Mr.  Crocker— This  ordinance  proposes  to  amend 
the  order  on  page  640  of  the  Revised  Ordinances, 
which  provides  that  "Whenever  sidewalks  ad- 
joining any  building  or  land  are  encumbered  with 
ice,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  owner  or  occupant 
to  cause  said  sidewalks  to  be  made  safe  and  con- 
venient by  removing  the  ice  therefiom  or 
covering  the  same  by  sand  or  ashes  or  some 
other  suitable  substance."  It  was  found  in 
practice  that  parties  accepted  the  alternative  of 
covering  the  ice  on  the  sidewalks  with  sand  or 
ashes,  and  that  answered  very  well  for  a  day  or 
two ;  but  where  ice  remained  for  two  or  three 
weeks,  after  the  first  day  or  two  the  ashes  or  sand 
was  blown  off  and  the  sidewalks  would  become 
worse  than  ever,  and  very  dangerous,  and  the  po- 
lice find  they  cannot;  compel  parties  either  to 
remove  the  ice  or  to  put  anything  on  it, 
after  it  has  once  been  done.  The  parties  con- 
tended that  they  had  satisfied  the  ordinance  by 
accepting  the  alternative  of  putting  ashes  upon  it, 
and  having  dOtie  that  it  was  all  the  ordinance  re- 
quired. The  amendment  requires  parties  to  keep 
their  sidewalks  covered  with  ashes  from  time  to 
time,  and  not  leave  them,  as  has  been  done,  as 
many  know  to  their  cost,  within  the  last  month  or 
so,  uncovered,  and  the  parties  satisfying  them- 
selves with  merely  putting  ashes  on  once. 

The  ordinance  was  passed  and  sent  up. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  the  Council 
adjourned. 
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Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

FEBRUARY    23,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock,  Alder- 
man Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Fourteen  traverse  juiors  were  drawn  for  the 
Municipal  Court,  South  Boston  District. 

STEAM    ENGINES. 

Petitions  to  erect  and  use  steam  engines,  by  Bos- 
ton Gaslight  Company,  at  corner  of  Snowhill  and 
Hull  streets,  and  H.  F.  Wheeler,  at  71  Lincoln 
street,  were  considered  on  orders  of  notice  for 
hearings  to  all  parties  objecting.  No  one  appeared 
to  object,  and  the  petitions  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health,  on  the  part  of 
the  Board.  A.  S.  Lewis,  M.  D.,for  leave  to  estab- 
lish a  lying-in  hospital  at  110  Court  street ;  Thomas 
Cloonan,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for 
one  horse  on  North  Harvard  street,  "Ward  19. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  Fitchburg  Railroad  Company, 
for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building  situated  on 
their  bridge  over  Charles  River. 

To  the\Committee  on  Licenses.  John  C.  Stiles, 
for  such  a  moaification  of  his  omnibus  route  as 
will  permit  his  coaches  to  pass  out  through  "Wash- 
ington street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  William 
Bohrmann,  for  compensation  for  damage  to  his 
property  on  Lamartme  street,  Ward  17,  by  the 
Fire  Department,  Nov.  4  and  27,  1874,  when  his 
fence  was  broken  down. 

EUen  Charlton,  to  be  paid  for  damages  for  per- 
sonal injuries  from  a  fall  on  the  ice  on  Ruggles 
street,  Roxbury,  Feb.  5. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Armories.  B.  F. 
Finan,  Colonel  of  Ninth  Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  for  a 
regimental  armory  for  his  command. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Marie  Hughes 
et  al.,  for  a  sewer  on  Porter  street,  West  Rox- 
bury. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Benjamin  F 
Brooks  et  al.,  trustees,  for  compensation  for 
grade  damages  on  Washington  street. 

Joseph  Comer,  for  compensation  for  grade  dam- 
age on  Washington  street. 

George  D.Welles,  that  Welles  avenue  and  other 
streets  in  Ward  16  be  put  in  order. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Orders  to  pay  John  Moore  $2877.50,  for  land 
damages  on  Shawmut  avenue ;  to  pay  heirs  of 
Dennis  O'Brien  $400,  for  Magazine-street  land 
damages;  to  pay  Herman  W.  Young  $1259.25,  for 
Shawm  ut-avenue  land  damages.  Severally  passed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  County  Buildings  to 
provide  the  necessary  furniture  for  the  new  Court 
House  in  Roxbury  District,  at  a  cost  not  exceed- 
ing $1500.    Passed. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  FOR  CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Petitions  of  William  Wilson  and  E.  D.Whitcomh. 
Severally  referred. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Instruction  that 
it  is  inexpedient  to  purchase  additional  land  for 
the  Chapman  Sehoolnouse  yard.    Accepted. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Ferries  that  it  is  inex- 
pedient to  reduce  the  East  Boston  Ferry  tolls.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Library  that  the 
order  to  print  the  proceedings  at  dedication  of 
Brighton  Branch  Library  ought  not  to  pass.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Ordinance  to  amend  the  ordinance  relating  to 
streets  so  as  to  provide  that  icy  sidewalks  shall  be 
kept  covered  with  ashes  or  sand.    Passed. 

ELECTIONS. 

The  following  elections  occurred  : 
Member  of  Cochituate  Water  Beard.  Certifi- 
cate of  election  of  Amos  L.  Noyes  as  a  member  of 
the  Cochituate  Water  Board,  in  place  of  Uriel  H. 
Crocker,  chosen  by  this  branch- 
Aldermen  Viles  and  O'Brien  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  collect  and  count  votes. 

Aloerman  Stebbins— I  desire  to  state  in  behalf 
of  the  committee  appointed  to   nominate  candi- 


dates for  msmbers  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board, 
that  Mr.  Crocker  was  nominated  for  the  reason 
that  members  of  that  board  expressed  a  desire 
that  some  gentleman  connected 'with  the  legal 
profession  might  be  selected  as  one  of  the  mem- 
bers on  the  part  of  the  City  Council.  That  desire 
influenced  the  committee  in  their  action.  As  gentle- 
men are  aware,  there  are  questions  constantly  com- 
ing before  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  upon  which 
they  desire  the  opinion  of  some  legal  gentleman. 
It  is  not  always  convenient  to  senu  to  the  City 
Solicitor' a  office,  even  if  it  were  desirable,  and  the 
question  might  be  answered  by  a  lawyer  if  one 
were  connected  with  the  board.  The  other  branch 
having,  by  their  oallots,  repeatedly  shown  that 
they  preferred  some  other  member  of  that  body 
to  toe  a  member  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board, 
Mr.  Crocker  does  not  wish  to  stand  in  the  way  of 
what  might  be  considered  the  wishes  of  the  Com- 
mon Council,  and  desires  that  his  name  may  be 
withdrawn. 
The  toallot  proceeded,  with  the  following  result: 

Whole  number  of  votes 11 

Necessary  for  a  choice B 

Uriel  H.Crocker 2 

AmosL  Noyes 9 

And  Mr.  Noyes  was  declared  elected  in  concur- 
rence. 

City  Registrar.  Certificate  of  election  of  N.  A. 
Apollonio,by  the  Common  Council.  Aldermen  Big- 
elow  and  Burrage  were  the  committee  to  collect 
and  count  votes.  They  reported  that  N.  A.  Apol- 
lonio  had  received  11 'votes,  the  whole  number 
cast,  and  he  was  declared  elected  in  concurrence. 
Superintendents  of  Bridges.  Certificate  of  the 
election  by  the  Common  Council  of  the  present 
incumbents,  with  the  exception  of  Angus  Nelson, 
Superintendent  of  the  Dover-street  bridge,  in 
whose  place  Francis  M.  Hughes  was  chosen. 
Aldermen  Pope  and  Worthingion  were  the  com- 
mittee to  collect  and  count  votes.  They  reported- 
Whole  number  of  votes 11 

Necessary  to  a  choice 6 

For  Superintendent  of  Federal-street  Bridge, 

Jacob  Norris 11 

For  Superintendent  of  Dover-street  Bridge, 

Angus  N  elson 10 

Francis  M.  Hughes 1 

For  Superintendent  of  Chelsea-street  Bridge, 

Edward  T.  Stowers 11 

For  Superintendent  of  Charles  RriverBridge, 

Joel  R.  Bolan 11 

For  Superintendent  of  Warren  Bridge , 

Charles  H.  Marple II 

For  Superintendent  of  Maiden  Bridge, 

John  Howard 11 

For  Superintendent  of  Broadway  Bridge, 

John  C.  Poole 11 

For  Superintendent  of  Mount  Washington- 
avenue  Bridge, 

George  H.  Davis 11    - 

For  Superintendent  of  Meridian-street  Bridge, 

Reuben  B.  Wendell 11 

And  Angus  Nelson  was  declared  elected  in  non- 
concurrence,  and  the  other  superintendents  were 
declared  elected  in  concurrence.  Certificate  sent 
down. 

JAIL  EXPENSES. 

A  requisition  for  $1520.47,  for  expenses  of  Suf- 
folk County  Jail  for  Febiuary,  was  received,  and 
being  duly  certified,  was  ordered  paid. 

BOND  APPROVED. 

The  bond  of  Charles  S.  Tasker,  constable,  being 
presented  duly  certified,  was  approved  by  the 
Board. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  reports  as  follows: 

Auctioneer's  License  Granted— Aaron  D.  Capen, 
Ward  16. 

Minors'  Applications  Granted — Fifteen  news- 
boys. 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted— F.  H.  Butler,  to 
give  dramatic  readings  at  Beethoven  Hall,  March 
3  and  6 ;  Thomas  Chapman,  to  exhibit  legerdemain 
at  107  Cambridge  street. 

Intelligence  Office  Licensed— Kate  M.  Driscoll, 
65  Dover  street. 

Victualler's  License  Granted— Thomas  H.  Ross, 
16  Kneeland  street. 

Innholder's  License  Granted— Geerge  Raithel,  36 
Kneeland  street. 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted— Stelphing  &  Co.,  574 
Main  street;  1.  M.  Hutchins,  Washington  street, 
near  Haymarket  square. 

Pawnbroker  Licensed— Jacob  Lewis,  627  Wash- 
ington street. 

Severally  accepted. 
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■WASHINGTON  STREET  TO  BE  RENUMBERED. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
submitted  a  report  on  the  petition  of  A.  M.  Mor- 
ton <£  Co.,  et  al.,  that  the  Washington-street  ex- 
tension be  numbered,  recommending  the  passage 
of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  renumber  Washington  street,  com- 
mencing at  Hayniarket  square,  and  continuing 
the  sam>i  through  the  city  proper  to  Roxbury,  and 
as  far  in  West  Koxbury  as  maybe  necessary  for 
public  convenience. 

The  order  was  read  once  and  laid  over. 

THE  HORSE-CAR  BLOCKADE. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
to  whom  was  referred  th 3  petition  of  the  South 
Boston  Railroad  Company  for  new  locations — 
Kingston,  Summer,  Washington,  Milk,  Chauncy 
and  Hawley  streets — reported  an  order  of  notice 
for  a  hearing  to  all  parties  objecting  to  the  grant- 
ing of  said  petition,  on  Monday,  March  15,  at  four 
©'clock  P.  M.    The  order  was  passed. 

PAVING  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  directed  to 
abate  the  sidewalk  assessment,  amounting  to 
$31.51,  against  the  estate  of  Maria  Shea,  No.  166 
West  Eighth  street,  she  being  unable  to  pay  the 
same. 

Bead  twice  and  passed. 

Schedules  of  the  cost  of  laying  sidewalks  in 
Alford  street,  $1636.50,  ard  Halleck  street,  $340.15, 
with  orders  for  the  proportionate  assessment  and 
collection  of  the  same.  Orders  read  twice  and 
passed. 

INSPECTION  OF  BUILDINGS. 

Alderman  Pope,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings,  submitted 
the  following : 

Report  with  order  authorizing  a  permit  to  be 
issued  to  J  Arthur  Peck  to  erect  a  wooden  build- 
ing on  Boston  &  Lowell  Railroad  quay,  according 
to  an  application  on  file  in  the  Department  for  Sur- 
vey and  Inspection  of  Buildings.  Order  read 
once. 

Ordered,  That  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  he  au- 
thorized to  employ  such  clerical  assistance  as  may 
be  required  in  the  office  of  the  Department  for  the 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings,  at  an  expense 
not  exceeding  $2000:  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

Read  once. 

BOSTON'S  SYSTEM  OF  SEWERAGE. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  hereby 
authorized  to  appoint  a  commission  of  three  civil 
engineers  of  experience  in  the  subject,  to  report 
upon  the  present  sewerage  of  the  city;  the  dis- 
charge of  sewers  into  Charles  Ri^er,  Stony  Brook, 
South  Bay  or  Dorchester  Bay;  the  necessity  of 
any  high-water  basin  on  the  site  of  the  present 
full  basin  for  flushing  purposes ;  the  expediency 
of  relieving  the  sewers  at  South  End  by  pumping; 
and  to  present  a  plan  for  the  outlets  and  main 
lines  of  sewers  for  the  future  wants  of  the  city, 
and  report  if  it  is  expedient  in  connection  with 
the  proposed  works  to  provide  for  iny  water  ba- 
sins or  marginal  driveways,  as  ornamental  and 
sanitary  features  of  the  city ;  the  expenses  to  be 
paid  from  the  appropriation  for  Sewers. 

Alderman  Power— I  move  that  the  order  take  its 
second  reading  at  thia  time. 

Alderman  Prescott — This  is  a  new  matter,  com- 
ing entirely  unexpected  by  me,  and  so  important 
that  it  seems  to  me  that  it  might  be  allowed  to  lie 
over  one  week,  under  the  rule.  I  would  like  to 
have  an  opportunity  to  examine  the  subject  fur- 
ther. 

Alderman  Power— In  view  of  the  importance 
attached  to  the  stwerage  question,  as  shown  by 
the  remarks  of  members  of  this  Board,  I  con- 
sider that  the  passage  of  this  order  should  not  be 
delayed  one  single  day.  The  Committee  on  Sew- 
ers, Mr.  Chairman,  have  no  lack  of  confidence'in 
themselves  or  in  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers; 
they  believe  that  Boston  has  a  system  of  sewers 
as  good  as  that  in  any  other  city  in  this  Union  to- 
day. The  committee  and  the  Superintendent  en- 
tertain those  views,  and  wish  to  be  so  understood; 
but,  sir,  in  view  of  the  many  criticisms  passed 
upon  the  Sewer  Department,  which  reflect 
seriously  f,upon  the  Superintendent;  having 
in  view  the   best   interest   of    the   city  and  be- 


ing most  desirous  of  securing  the  most  com- 
prehensive «ystem  of  sewerage  that  can  be 
planned  for  the  city  of  Boston,  the  Committee  on 
Sewers  do  not  wish  to  be  looked  upon  as  standing 
in  the  way  of  a  thorough  investigation  of  this 
subject  Therefore  the  committee  and  the  Super- 
intendent have  put  forth  this  order,  hoping  that 
it  will  be  passed,  and  that  the  most  scientific, 
competent  engineers  in  this  country — men  best 
fitted  to  judge  of  this  matter— may  be  selected  to 
pass  upon  tbe  subject  and  show  to  the  citizens 
of  Boston  whether  or  not  they  have  a  bad  sys- 
tem of  seweraee — whether  the  city  of  Boston 
is  in  as  bad  a  plight  as  tho  e  people  who  have 
lands  to  sell  to  the  city  for  parks  would  make  you 
think.  We  want  this  question  put  be.yona  all 
doubt;  we  desire  the  appointment  of  the  most 
competent  gentlemen  who  can  be  found,  and  we 
want  the  expense  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  sewers.  Gentlemen  of  this  Board  do  not  want 
us  to  stop  at  any  expense  for  sewers.  The  com- 
mittee and  the  Superintendent  believe  we  have  a 
good  system,  and  tbat  the  city  of  Boston  stands 
as  well  in  the  matter  of  sewerage,  today,  as 
any  city  in  this  Union;  but,  notwithstanding  they 
think  and  feel  thus,  they  say  Bostou  should  have 
a  better  one  if  she  can  get  it.  If  there  is  any 
better  talent  than  is  possessed  by  your  present 
Superintendent  of  Sewers — whom  you  have  just 
reelected  by  a  unanimous  vote— the  city  of  Boston 
should  have  it.  The  committee  wane  ic  shown  to 
the  citizens  of  Boston  whether  it  is  necessary  to 
change  our  system  of  sewers  in  order  to  reclaim 
the  flats  out  there.  Before  getting  your  foot  into 
anything  of  that  kind,  yon  should  know  whether 
you  have  a  good  system  of  sewerage  or  not.  The 
Committee  on  Sewers  did  not  expect  opposition  to 
this  order;  they  expected  that  it  would  be  passed 
unanimously.  Having  m  view  the  remarks  made 
at  this  Board,  they  have  been  thinking  of  coming 
in  here  and  asking  for  an  appropriation  of  a  mil- 
lion dollars  to  carry  out  works  in  contemplation 
for  perfecting  the  sewers ;  but  they  do  not  want 
you  to  appropriate  that  immense  sum  of  money 
while  you  have  any  doubts  in  regard  to  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  system  or  the  ability  of  the  Super- 
intendent to  manage  is.  We  want  this  order 
passed  that  the  citizens  may  know  the  facts,  and 
that  we  may  reply  to  such  articles  as  have  been 
published  in  the  Boston  Advertiser  and  Herald, 
with  vague  charges  made  by  anonymous  writers. 
Nobody  knows  who  is  responsible  for  such  state- 
ments, but  they  have  caused  an  opinion  in  the 
minds  of  many  good  citizens  terribly  damaging  to 
the  interests  of  the  city  of  Boston.  The  talk  at 
this  Board  has  had  a  very  great  tendency  to  dam- 
age the  city  also.  These  reiterated  statements  that 
Boston  is  Ihe  most  unhealthy  city  in  this  country 
have  created  a  false  impression.  Show  it.  You 
have  the  record  of  the  deaths  in  Boston  and  Xew 
York  last  week.  What  is  the  comparative  popu- 
lation of  the  two  cities?.  A  hundred  and  fifty  or 
sixty  deaths  for  Boston— does  that  show  a  great- 
er proportion  than,  it  should  ? — that  Boston  is 
more  unhealthy?  The  statistics  will  not  bear  out 
those  charges.  Gentlemen  cannot  substantiate 
them  by  facts;  and  in  order  to  settle  this  question 
of  sewerage  effectually  we  have  offered  that  or- 
der and  hope  that  the  best  talent  in  the  United 
States  will  be  secured.  To  judge  from  the  articles 
recently  published  in  the  newspapers,  ana  the  crit- 
icisms passed  upon  the  Sewer  Department,  this 
question  of  sewerage  must  be  deemed  the  most 
important  before  us;  and  I  hope  this  Board  will 
appropriate  any  sum  of  money  to  secure  the  best 
talent  in  this  country  to  make  a  thorough  investi- 
gation of  the  whole  subject.  Therefore  I  hope 
the  passage  of  this  order  will  not  be  delayed,  but 
that  it  will  take  its  second  reading  at  the  present 
time. 

Alderman  Prescott— With  the  general  tenor  of 
the  order  I  heartily  aaree,  and  from  the  under- 
standing that  I  have  been  able  to  get  from  its 
reading  by  tbe  Chairman  of  the  Board,  I  certainly 
should  not  object  to  its  passage.  I  think  the 
Alderman  from  Ward  12  is  making  commendable 
progress,  if  he  is  in  favor  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
appointing  a  commission  of  three  persons  to  ex- 
amine one  of  the  most  important  matters  ever 
Drought  to  the  City  Council.  Those  have  been 
my  sentiments  in  regard  to  the  most  important 
matters  connected  with  the  City  Government 
ever  since  I  have  had  a  seat  at  this 
Board.  So  far  as  the  appointment  of  this 
commission  of  three  perpons,  to  examine  this  sub- 
ject, is  concerned,  I  heartily  agree  with  the  Alder- 
man from  Ward  12,  although  he  has  heretofore, 
almost   always,   opposed   such    propositions   for 
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the  investigation  of  important  matters.  I 
do  not  want  to  be  understood  as  mak- 
ing any  factious  opposition  to  the  order 
aDd  -would  ask  the  Chairman  10  read  it  again  for 
the    information    of    the    Board. 

Alderman  Power— In  reply  I  would  say  I  have 
never  objected  to  che  appointment  of  commissions 
for  such  special  purposes  as  this.  1  do  not  ask 
for  this  commisaion  because  T  believe  there  is 
any  incompetency  in  the  department,  nor  be- 
cause I  think  any  commission  can  understand  or 
manage  this  subject  any  better  than  the  present 
Superintendent  of  Sewers  can.  I  want  it  under- 
stood that  the  Committee  on  Sewers  and  the  Su- 
perintendent do  not  dread  any  investigation;  on 
the  contrary,  they  seek  it.  They  wish  a  condem- 
nation or  approval  of  their  doings,  and  do  not 
dread  the  result.  They  want  this  excitement 
in  regard  to  bad  drainage  allayed,  that 
the  interest  of  Boston  may  be  served,  an* 
that  an  end  may  be  put  to  this  pub- 
lishing of  articles  by  interested  parties  and  anony- 
mous writers,who  have  not  the  courage  to  signftheir 
names  to  anything  they  write,  may  be  stopped. 
Those  articles  are  published  for  the  express 
purpose  of  pushing  this  park  question.  It  cannot 
stand  on  its  own  merits,  and  consequently  they 
want  to  couple  it  with  the  sewerage  question. 

The  order  was  read  for  information,  and  then 
read  a  second  time  and  passed. 

FENCE  VIEWERS,  ETC. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  Aldermen  be  a  committee 

to  nominate  suitable  persons    for  Fence  Viewers. 

Field  drivers,  Inspectors  of  Lime  and  Cullers  of 

Hoops  and  Staves. 
Passed,  and  Aldermen  Power,  Pope  and  Worth- 

ingten  were  appointed  said  committee. 

PERMITS  FOR  STABLES. 

■  Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  re- 
ports recommending  that  leave  be  granted,  on  the 
usual  conditions,  to  occupy  stables,  by  Nicholas 
Corcoran,  Linden  street,  Ward  16;  John  B.  Simp- 
son, Orchard  street,  Ward  17.    Severally  accepted. 

ORDERS  TO  PAY  FOR  STREET  DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  orders 
to  pay  for  street  damages  as  follows : 

Robert  M6Devitt  and  Thomas  Haney,  $1009.12, 
for  widening  of  Bowcioin  street.    Read  once. 

Charles  H.  Adams,  $75,  laying  out  of  Francis 
street  west  of  Brookline  avenue.  Read  twice  and 
passed. 

Isaac  Pratt,  Jr.,  for  himself  and  as  trustee  of  T. 
F.  Tobey,  $130,  for  widening  of  Federal  street. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

ROUTE  OE  EAST    CAMBRIDGE  COACHES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  a  report  on  petition  of  John  C. 
Stiles— that  the  East  Cambridge  coaches  be  al- 
lowed to  go  out  through  Washington  street — rec- 
ommending the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order: 

Ordered,  That  the  route  of  omnibuses  running 
between  East  Cambridge  and  Boston,  prescribed 
by  an  order  passed  by  this  Board  Dec.  31, 1874,  be 
so  far  modified  as  to  fix  the  route  outward  (from 
this  city)  for  said  omnibuses  as  follows:  Through 
Summer  street  to  Washington  street;  thence 
through  Washington  street  to  Haymarket  square; 
thence  through  Merrimac  street  to  Wall  street; 
thence  through  Wall  street  to  Minot  street;  thence 
through  Minot  street  to  Leverett  street;  thence 
through  Leverett  street  to  Cragie's  Bridge. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

CITY  STABLE  IN  CHARLESTOWN. 

Alderman  O'Brien  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
he  directed  to  set  apait  such  a  lot  of  land  on 
Canal  stieet,  Charlestown,  as  shall  be  required  by 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  for  the 
erection  of  a  stable  tor  the  use  of  the  Health 
Department. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

MARKET. 

Alderman  Prescott  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Faneuil 
Hall  Market  be  puthorized  to  employ  one  deputy 
to  assist  him  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties 
of  bis  office,  said  deputy  to  be  approved  by  the 
Mayor. 

Read  twice  and  passed,  after  an  explanation  by 
Alderman  Prescott  that  it  was  the  usual  order 
passed  at  the  beginning]of.each  year. 


REQUEST  FOR  ADDITIONAL  APPROPRIATION. 

The  following  (City  Doc.  No.  30)  was  received: 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston— The  undersigned,  in  behalf  of  the  Bo'ard 
of  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  respectfully  petitions 
your  honorable  body  tor  an  additional  appropria- 
tion of  $25,000,  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  depart- 
ment for  che  remainder  of  the  present  financial 
year.  The  act  of  the  last  Legislature,  enlarging 
the  number  of  those  entitled  to  a  local  settlement, 
the  great  scarcity  of  work  for  the  laboring  classes 
which  has  marked  the  present  year,  together  with 
the  prolonged  inclement  season,  .rave  each  a;id  all 
combined  to  make  the  claims  for  aid  unusually 
pressing,  and  to  snch  an  amount  as  was  not  antici- 
pated when  the  estimates  were  submitted  to  the 
Council  for  the  expenditures  of  the  board  the  cur- 
rent year.  By  order  of  the  board, 

F.  W.  Lincoln,  Chairman. 

Office  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  \ 
Boston,  Feb.  15, 1875.  ( 

Statement  of  Expenditures,  May  1,  1874,  to  Feb. 
15, 1875. 

Paid  for  burials,  $2764.87 ;  cities  and  towns  for 
relief  of  Boston  poor,  $5115.36,  expenses  City 
Temporary  Home,  $6247.29;  pensions  and  grants 
at  office,  $17,583.02;  immediate  relief  of  persons 
having  no  settlement,  in  cash,  $687.00;  tor  fuel, 
$10,815  90 ;  for  groceries,  $28,203.37;  tor  salaries, 
$10,659.76;  for  office  expenses,  $830.08;  for  trans- 
portation, $47.35;  expenses  Charity  Building,  fuel, 
salaries  of  engineer  and  janitor,  and  sundries, 
$3695.56;  medical  attendance  and  medicine, 
$583.90;  City  Treasurer,  balance  of  receipts  from 
cities  and  towns  and  from  occupants  of  Charity 
Building,  to  April  30, 1874,  $3536.02;  Total,  $90,- 
769.48.  Appropriation,  $101,825.00. 
Estimate  of  Additional  Expenditures  to  April  30, 
1875. 

For  burials,  $900;  Boston  poor  in  other  towns, 
$2000;  City  Temporary  Home,  $2000;  pensions  and 
grants,  $5000;  fu»l,  $11,000;  groceries,  $11,000;  sal- 
aries, office  expenses  and  transportation,  $2800; 
Charity  Building  expenses,  $900;  medical  attend- 
ance and  medicine,  $400;  total,  $36,000;  which  will 
require  $25,000  in  addition  to  amount  appropri- 
ated. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance.    Sent  down. 

THE  USE    OF    DUMMY    ENGINES    IN    THE  STREETS. 

Alderman  Viles  presented  a  petition  from  Rob- 
bert  Marsh  et  al.,  owners  and  occupants  of  prop- 
erty located  upon  Commercial  and  Causeway 
streets,  upon  the  line  of  the  tracks  of  the  Union  & 
Marginal  Freight  Railroad,  and  teamsters  and 
expressmen  of  this  city  doing  business  upon  those 
thoroughfares,  representing  that  the  use  of  steam 
power  upon  said  railroad  track  is  a  detriment  to 
their  business  and  a  damage  to  their  property; 
tb  at  the  speed  at  which  the  engines  are  run  en- 
daugexs  both  life  and  limb,  and  they  ask  that 
horse  power  may  be  substituted  in  those  streets  in 
place  of  steam;  and  thev  further  ask  for  a  hear- 
ing in  regard  to  this  matter. 

Referied  to  the  Committee  on  Pavmg. 

THE  PARK  QUESTION. 

Alderman  Prescott  moved  a  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  of  the  last  meeting  by  which  the  amend- 
ed order  for  the  Mayor  to  petition  the  General 
Court  for  authority  "to purchase  or  otherwise  take 
land  within  the  limits  of  the  city"  for  purpose  of 
public  parks,  was  rejected. 

The  order  as  rejected  is  appended,  with  the 
amendments  in  brackets: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  General  Cou'-t, now  in  session, 
for  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the  city  to 
purchase,  oi  otherwise  take,  lands  within  the 
limits  of  the  city  for  the  puipose  of  laying  out 
public  parks,  and  also  authorizing  the  assessment 
of  betterments  upon  the  adjoining  lands  benefited 
by  the  establishment  of  such  parks;  [provided, 
however,  that  no  expenditure  shall  be  author- 
ized'or  made  for  the  purchase  or  improvement  of 
any  land  exceeding  in  amount  the  sum  raised  by 
taxation  and  appropriated  by  the  City  Council 
for  that  purpose,  and  all  money  actually  received 
by  the  city  for  betterments  assessed  upon  adjoin- 
ing lands] ;  [said  act  nor,  to  take  effect  unless  ac- 
cented by  a  majority  of  the  legal  voters  present, 
and  voting  thereon  at  meetings  duly  called  for 
that  purpose  ic  the  several  wards]. 

Alderman  Prescott— Inasmuch  as  one  member 
of  the  Board  [Alderman  Harris]  is  absent  this  af- 
ternoon ;  inasmuch  as  this  whole  matter  of  a  pub 
lie  park  and  improved  sewerage  for  our  city  i  ~ 
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now  receiving  very  general  discussion  both  by  the 
people  and  the  puolic  press;  and  inasmuch  as  I 
desire  further  time  to  present  some  facts  and 
statements  to  this  Board  in  regard  to  tliis  impor- 
tant matter,  I  move  that  the  further  consideration 
of  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  specially  assigned 
to  tbe  next  regular  meeting  of  the  Board  <tt  five 
o'clock  P.  M. 

Alderman  Power — I  hope  that  neither  of  the 
motions  will  prevail.  It  does  not  make  the 
slightest  difference  about  a  member  of  this  Board 
being  absent.  Gentlemen  have  discussed  this 
matter  thoroughly.  The  member  who  is  absent 
does  not  need  any  further  light  as  to  the  action 
he  should  take  upon  it,  and  before  going  away  he 
provided  tor  himself.  I  hope  the  motion  to  assign 
will  not  prevail,  and  that  the  matter  will  he  dis- 
posed of  now.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question. 

Alderman  Prescott — The  Alderman  from  Ward 
12  has  stated  that  because  one  member  of  the 
Board  is  absent  is  no  reason  why  we  should  Dot 
take  a  vote  this  afternoon.  I  stated  other  rea- 
sons for  postponement.  I  said  chat  inasmuch  as 
this  matter  was  receiving  a  general  discussion  by 
the  people  and  press;  and  that  as  I  desired  to 
bring  some  facts  and  statements  to  the  Board 
which  I  am  not  prepared  to  do  this  afternoon,  I 
would  ask  the  courtesy  of  the  Board  that  the  mat- 
ter may  be  specially  assigned  to  the  next  regular 
meeting. 

Alderman  Power— I  have  heard  those  arguments 
before.    The  gentleman  has  had  one  week,  he  has 


had  ample  time  to  produce  his  evidence.  I  hope 
this  matter  will  not  be  delayed,  hut  that  the  mo- 
tion will  be  rejected  and  the  matter  settled. 

Alderman  Prescott — It  seems  to  me  that  the  Al- 
derman from  Ward  12  is  very  much  afraid  of  an 
investigation  of  the  facts  in  regard  to  this  matter. 
If  not,  why  should  he  oppose  further  considera- 
tion of  the  subject  at  a  future  meeting  of  the 
Board?  Perhaps  there  may  he  some  statements 
made  and  facts  furnished  which  may  influence 
the  mind  of  the  absent  member.  Such  a  postpone- 
ment will  not  commit  the  Board. 

Alderman  Power — I  contend  th°t  it  will  commit 
the  Board.  There  is  where  all  the  danger  lies— 
the  taking  of  one  single  step  into  this,  measure. 
This  is  one  of  those  ruses  that  I,  having  had  four 
years'  experience  in  this  Board,  am  perfectly  fa- 
miliar with,  and  I  trust  the  other  members  are 
also  familiar  with  it. 

Alderman  Bigelow — My  friend,  Alderman  Har- 
ris, is  absent.  He  differs  from  me  upon  this  sub- 
ject, and,  as  I  have  agreed  to  pair  off  with  him,  I 
ask  to  be  excused  from  voting. 

Alderman  Bigelow  was  excused  hy  general  con- 
sent. 

The  motion  to  specially  assign  prevailed — yeas 
6,  nays  4. 

Yeas  —  Aldermen  Clark,  O'Brien,  Prescott, 
Quincy,  Stebbins,  Worthington — 6. 

Nays — Aldermen  Burrage,  Pope,  Power,  Viles 
—4. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott,  the  Board 
adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

FEBRUARY   U5,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  half-past  seven 
o'clock  B.  M.,  Halsey  J.  Boardman,  President,  in 
the  chair. 

PAPERS  FBOM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Request  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  and  petitions 
of  Colonel  B.  F.  Finan  for  regimental  armory  for 
Ninth  Regiment,  William  Bohrman,  Ellen  Charl- 
ton and  Fitchburg  Railroad  Company.  Severally 
referred. 

Order  to  set  apart  such  a  lot  of  land  on  Canal 
street,  Charlestown,  as  shall  be  required  for  the 
erection  of  a  stable  for  the  Health  Department. 
Passed. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  that  the  expense  of  a  phonographic  re- 
port of  the  inquest  on  the  fire  at  145  Court  street— 
$255 — be  allowed  and  paid  from  the  appropriation 
lor  the  Fire  Department.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  placing  the  salary  of  the  Fourth  Assist- 
ant Solicitor  at  $2500  per  annum,  begin  aing  at  the 
date  of  his  appointment.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  oiders  establishing  the  salaries  of 
city  officers  for  the  current  year  (City  Doc.  No.  23). 
The  first  order  took  its  second  reading  and  was 
passed  in  concurrence.  The  President  proceeded 
to  read  the  second  order,  but  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wilson  of  Ward  12  the  several  remaining  orders 
were  read  by  their  gener?!  titles  and  severally 
passed  in  concurrence,  without  objection. 

ELECTIONS. 

The  following  elections  occurred: 
Superintendent  of  Dover-street  Bridge.  Certifi- 
cate of  the  election,  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
of  Angus  Nelson  as  Superintendent  of  Dover- 
street  Bridge,  in  place  of  Francis  M.  Hughes, 
chosen  by  this  Council.  Messrs.  Barry  of  Ward  7, 
Wadsworth  of  Ward  4,  and  Anderson  of  Ward  3 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  receive,  sort  and 
count  votes.  They  reported- 
Whole  number  of  votes 61 

Necessary  for  a  choice 31 

Angus  Nelson  had 36 

Francis  M.  Hughes 25 

And  Mr.  Nelson  was  declared   elected  in  concur- 
rence. 

Second  Assistant  Assessors.  Messrs.  Page  of 
Ward9,Wilson  of  Ward  12  and  Willcutt  of  Ward  17 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  receive,  sort  and 
count  votes. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  stated  that  Edward  J.  Hol- 
land, whose  name  was  printed  on  one  of  the  tick- 
ets as  a  candidate  from  Ward  5,  was  not  a  candi- 
date for  the  office. 

The  ballot  proceeded,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Par- 
ker of  Ward  14  a  recess  was  taken,  after  which 
the  committee  reported  as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  ballots : 69 

Necessary  for  a  choice 35 

Ward  1. 
George  Shackford,  52;  Isaiah  Whitten,  67;  John 
Hartnett,  16;  W.  F.  Brooks,  1;  C.  R.  McLean,  1. 

Ward  2. 
James   E.   Toner,  68;   William  N.  Starrett,  68; 
Michael  Barr,  1 ;  C.  F.  McDevitt,  1. 

Ward  3. 
Artemas  R.  Holden.  36;  Joseph  Allen,  11;  Mi- 
chael F.  Wells,  22. 

Ward  4. 

Martin  Dowlicg,  69;  W.  S.  Whitney,  67;  Dennis 
F.  Ryan,  1. 

Ward  5. 

Roger  H.  Scannell,  60;  John  J.  Murphy,  66;  P. 
J.  Hascine-s,  3;  Edward  J.  Holland,  3;  Benjamin 
Callender,  1 ;  H.  L.  Bowker,  2. 

Ward  6. 
John  T.  Prince,  68;  L.  R.  Cutter,  1. 

Ward  7. 
Dudley  Pray,  41;  Dennis  Moore,  50;  Jeremiah 
Sullivan,  36;  William  Gallagher,  1. 

Ward  8. 
I»aD.  Davenpoit,  68. 


Ward  9. 
Francis  R.  Stoddard,  69;  Frederick  A.  Wilkins, 
65 ;  James  Standish,  2. 

Ward  10. 
F.  S.  Risteen,  68;  M.  Cunniff,  1. 

Ward  11. 
William  B.  Smart,  65;  S.  S.  Cudworth,  4. 

Ward  12. 
Thomas  Leavitt,  64;  John  E.  Huntress,  56;  M.  H 
Keenan,  18. 

Ward  13. 
Edward  W.  Dolan,  68;  Edward  Kelly,  1. 

Ward  14. 
Elbridge  G.  Scott,  68;    William  H.  Mcintosh, 
68;  Edward  Kelly,  1;  J.  W.  Steere,  1. 
Ward  15. 
John  W.  Steere,  46;  John  C.  Coombs,  43;  J.   F. 
Atwood,  8;  Edward  Kelly,  35;  John  McElroy,  1. 
Ward  16. 
George  W.  Conant,   68;   E.  H.  R.  Ruggles,  68; 
Richardson  Hutchinson,  65;  Sylvester  Hubbard, 
4  ;  Aaron  D.  Capen,  1. 

Ward  17. 
George  H.  Williams,  53;  Edward  M.  Skinner,  47; 
Altien  Bartlett,  36. 

Ward  19. 

Richard  B.  Smart,  52;  Jacob  F.  Taylor,  16;  Wil- 
liam B.  Smart,  1. 

Ward  20. 
Dennis  G.  Quirk,  69. 

Ward  21. 
Isaac  W.  Derby,  68;  Henry  Dana,  1. 

Ward  22. 
D.  D.  Taylor,  69. 

And  the  following-named  persons  were  declared 
elected  in  concurrence : 

Ward  1— George  Shackford,  Isaiah  Whitten; 
Ward  2— James  E.  Toner,  William  M.  Starrett ; 
Ward  3— Artemas  R.  Holden;  Ward  4— Martin 
Dowling,  W.  S.  Whitney ;  Ward  5— Roger  H.  Scan- 
nell, John  J.  Murphy ;  Ward  6— John  T.  Prince; 
Ward  7— Dudley  Pray,  Dennis  Moore;  Ward 8— Ira 
D.  Davenport;  Ward  9— Francis  R.  Stoddard, 
Frederick  A.  Wilkirs;  Ward  10— F.  S.  Risteen; 
Ward  11— William  B.  Smart;  Ward  12— Thomas 
Leavitt,  John  E.  Huntress;  Ward  13— Edward  W. 
Dolan;  Ward  14— Elbridge  G.  Scott,  William  H. 
Mcintosh;  Ward  15— John  W.  Steere,  John  C. 
Coombs;  Ward  16— George  W.  Conant,  E.  H.  R. 
Ruggles,  Richardson  Hutchinson;  Ward  17— 
George  H.  Williams,  Edward  M.  Skinner;  Ward 
19— Richard  B.  Smait;  Ward  20— Dennis  G.  Quirk; 
Ward  21— Isaac  W.  Derby;  Ward  22— D.  D.  Tay- 
lor. 

THE  SUDBURY  RIVER  SCHEME. 

The  President  called  attention  to  the  notice  of 
intention  to  move  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote 
whereby  at  the  last  meeting  were  passed  the  or- 
ders appropriating  $1,500,000  for  extension  of  the 
Cocnituate  Water  Works,  ana  granting  authority 
for  said  extenfion  [Reprinted  City  Doc.  No.  20, 
1875,  with  amendments  of  the  Board  (if  Aldermen 
thereto],  and  said  that  a  motion  was  in  order. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  had  the  honor  of  giving 
notice  in  the  manner  required  by  the  rule 
of  n~y  intention  to  move  a  reconsideration  of  the 
question  low  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
Council  by  the  Chair.  My  reasons  for  doing  that, 
Mr.  President,  were,  as  has  been  well  known,  that 
I  have  always  invariably  opposed  the  introduction 
of  water  from  Sudbury  River  by  way  of 
Farm  Pond.  j.'hat  has  been  the  whole  point  of  my 
opposition  during  the  last  year  and  is  the  point  of 
my  opposition  today  so  far  as  that  opposition 
rests  in  my  own  eyes.  I  have  had  no  change  of 
opinion,  sir,  upon  the  subject.  I  believe  now  as 
I  believed  then,  that  the  carrying  out  of  the  plan 
of  creating  a  new  conduit  from  Farm  Pond 
would  be  an  unnecessary  expenditure  of  money, 
and  that  the  amount  of  water  needed  for  an  ad- 
ditional supply  for  the  city  could  be  obtained  by 
means  which  have  been  suggested  in  opposition 
to  this  Sudbury  scheme.  At  the  meeting  of  the 
Council  before  the  last,  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  [Mr.  Wilson]  who  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Water  Committee,  rose  in  his  place  and 
stated  that  he  required  more  time  to  consider  a 
subject  as  important  as  this,  and  made  a 
somewhat  lengthy  speech,  asking  at  the  same 
time  that  the  measure  be  put  over  and  its  consid- 
eration further  postponed  for  another  week,  in 
order  to  give  him  more  time.    I  believed  that,  sir 
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to  be  a  reasonable  proposition  :  I  advocated  it,  it 
was  carried  and  the  matter  was  laid  over  until  the 
next  meeting  of  tke  Council,  which  was  the  last 
meeting,  one  week  since.  Tne  matter  was  then 
brought  before  rlie  Council,  sir,  and  the  gentle- 
man troru  Ward  12  did  not  rise  in  his  place  to 
offer  any  new  and  additional  reasons  why  he  be- 
lieved theplan  to  be  objectionable.  JNothingwhat- 
evei  was  said,  sir,  substantially,  upon  the  subject, 
and  a  vote  was  taken.  Desiring,  sir,  as  I  always 
do,  »o  advocate  what  I  believe  a  majority  of  the 
people— and  more  especially  a  majority  of  the 
City  Government,  who  have  the  inattor  directly  in 
charge— desire,  I  voted,  sir,  with  the  majority, 
the  great  majority,  sir.  I  die  it  thru,  sir,  with  a 
mental  reservation,  knowing  it  was  my  right  that 
if  any  additional  reasons  should  bs  givsn  by  the 
gentleman  or  anybody  else,  during  the  week,  in 
favor  of  his  plan  or  in  opposition  to  tbe  Sudbury 
scheme,  the-opportunity  then  would  be  given  to 
have  the  matter  debated.  From  that  day  to  this, 
sir.  no  gentleman  has  spoken  to  me  with  regard  to 
it,  or  intimated  a  desire  to  debate  it  here  at  this 
meeting  in  opposition  to  that  scheme.  Now,  sir, 
that  being  the  condition  of  matters  at  pres- 
ent, and  desiring  always  to  do  that  which 
shall  be  in  accord  with  the  general  senti- 
ment of  the  people,  tor  the  time  being,  to  say 
nothing,  of  what  may  have  been  the  cause  of  my 
great— or  what  may  have  been  then— opposition 
during  the  past  year,  I  am  prepared  to  favor  the 
increase.  Taking  it,  sir,  at  the  present  moment, 
I  believe  that  the  people  of  Boston  are  in  favor 
of  an  additional  supply  of  water.  And,  repeating 
that  which  I  have  said  before,  both  this  evening 
and  on  former  occasions — that  I  was  always  ready 
to  talk  and  vote  for  an  appropriation  of  money 
for  an  additional  supply  of  water,  having  my 
choice  of  the  way  in  which  it  s hould  be  brought 
here,  and  being  always  in  favor  of  doing  that 
which  I  believed  to  be  for  the  best  interest  of  the 
city,  I  shall  advocate  the  Sudbury  scheme  as  it 
stands  today  and  shall  withdraw  entirely  the  no- 
tice which  I  gave  of  intention  to  move  a,  reconsid- 
er ?  tion. 
The  President— Th3  notice  is  withdrawn. 

SWETT  STREET. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  the  Council 
proceeded  to  consider  the  special  assignment  for 
eight  o'clock,  viz.,  order  for  a  loan  of  $476,000  for 
widening,  building  and  extending  Sw-_tt  street 
from  Albany  street  to  Dorchester  avenue,  the 
question  being  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— Since  the  last  meeting  of 
the  Council  I  ht,ve  taken  occasion  to  look  into  this 
laying  out  and  extending  of  Swett  street,  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  the  position  of  the  city 
in  the  matter.  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  so  far  as  I  can  interpret  the  laws  and  or- 
dinances on  the  subject,  the  city  does  not 
stand  in  the  position  that  I  supposed  it 
occupied,  when  I  spoke  a  week  ago  tonight.  In 
my  judgment  it  is  perfectly  competent  for  this 
Coui.cil  to  go  into  the  merits  of  this  question  of 
laving  out  and  extending  Swett  street  just  the 
same  as  though  last  year's  Council  had  iiot  con- 
cuired  with  the  Street  Commissioners  in  taking 
the  lano  and  laying  out  the  street.  In  my  judg- 
ment that  action  of  last  year's  Council  did  not  so 
commit  this  Government  that  we  are  prevented 
from  reconsidering  it  or  from  using  whatever 
judgment  we  see  fit,  either  in  indorsing  the  acts 
of  last  year's  Council  or  rejecting  or  changing 
that  action,  as  we  choose.  I  am  free  to  say  that — 
believing  that  to  be  the  state  of  the  matter— I,  for 
one,  am  opposed  to  the  passage  of  this  order,  and 
would  much  prefer  to  go  into  the  merits  of  the 
question  and  discuss  the  advisability  of  lay- 
ing out  the  street.  I  find  by  referring 
to  the  General  Statutes,  that  no  damage  can  be 
paid,  and  no  person  can  claim  any  damage  for  the 
laying  out  of  a  street  until  the  land  over  which 
the  roadway  or  highway  is  to  pass  has  been  en- 
tered upon  or  taken  possession  of  for  the  pur- 
pose of  constructing  the  street.  The  land  over 
which  Swett  street  is  to  pass  has  not  been  taken  ; 
no  entry  has  been  made  upon  the  property,  and  no 
representatives  of  the  city  of  Boston,  as  I  under- 
stand it,  are  authorized  to  make  such  entry  or  to 
take  any  steps  toward  carrying  out  the  act  of  last 
year's  Council  until  they  have  some  money  to  do 
it  with.  I  think  it  is  hardly  proper  at  this  state  of 
business,  in  the  present  condition  of  the  city 
finances,  and  during  the  depression  of  trade, 
to  authorize  a  loan  of  $475,000  or  $500,000  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  out  this  improvement,  which 
can  well  afford  to  wait.    I  think  it  would  hardly 


be  cesir.ible  for  the  city  to  go  into  this  expendi- 
ture at  the  present  time,  and,  therefore,  1  hope 
the  order  will  not  pass. 

Mr.  Clarke  ot  Ward  15— We  are  required  by 
this  order  to  provide  the  means  ror  widening  and 
extending  Swett  street  from  Albanv  street  to  Dor- 
chester avenue,  at  an  expense  of  about  half  a 
million  dollars.  The  Board  of  Street  Commission- 
ers reported  their  action  upon  this  matter  to  the 
last  City  Council  Oct.  22,  and  it  was  referred  to 
the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Streets.  It  re- 
mained in  their  hands  until  December  14,  only 
fourteen  days  before  the  last  meeting  of  the  Coun- 
cil, and  when  the  Council  had  other  matters  of 
more  consequence  to  act  upon.  It  should  then 
have  been  referred  to  this  City  Council  for  proper 
investigation  and  action,  but  it  was  hurried 
through  the  Council  at  their  last  meeting,  and  we 
are  now  called  upon,  to  furnish  this  larg°  amount 
tor  the  construction  of  the  street  and  to  father 
this  scheiie,  the  cost  of  which  is  to  be  included  in 
our  expenditures.  This  nroposed  street  is  a  cross 
street  commencing  at  Albany  street  and  moving  in" 
a  northeasterly  direction  across  the  South  Bay  to 
Dorchester  avenue  in  South  Boston,  and  will  be  of 
no  benefit  to  the  Roxbuiy  District  for  many  years 
unless  the  Legislature  adopt  a  pl?n  for  the  termi- 
nal facilities  of  the  railroads  to  deep  water  at 
South  Boston,  as  is  proposed  And  while  it  will 
be  of  no  great  benefit  to  Roxbuiy,  and  may  be 
of  some  benefit  to  South  Boston,  r. either  the  Street 
Commissioners  nor  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Streets,  in  their  report',  say  that  public  neces- 
sity for  travel  requires  that  this  street  should  be 
made  at  this  time.  In  the  other  branch,  a  few 
nights  since,  it  was  argued  by  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  12  [Alderman  Power]  against  a  great  public 
improvement  on  the  Back  Bay,  as  proposed, — and 
which  concerns  tbe  whole  city,— that  during  the 
present  depressed  condition  of  business  and  the 
finances  of  the  city  we  must  use  the  great- 
est economy;  and  he  stated  that  in  his 
committees  he  had  advised  that  the  appro- 
priations for  the  coming  year  be  cut  down, 
and  some  of  them  at  one  half  less  than  last  year, 
as  reasons  why  authirity  should  not  be  procured 
from  the  Legislature  to  allow  the  people  to  vote 
upon  that  matter  ;  also  that  "he  was  opposed  to 
spending  money  for  anything  except  it  is  demand- 
ed by  absolute  necessity"  ;  and  again  he  says,  "I 
desi'  e  to  have  it  appear  as  part  of  the  record  that 
I  am  opposed  to  any  measure  that  will  involve  the 
expenditure  of  money  at  this  time,  the  city  being 
heavily  in  debt,  the  taxes  for  municipal  purposes 
very  high,  and  all  kinds  of  business  in  an  unusual- 
ly depressed  condition" ;  also  that  the  petitioners 
and  advocates  of  that  measure  were  land  specula- 
tors. 'Now,  sir,  foi  these  very  reasons  at  our  last 
meeting  I  did  expect  that  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Streets  from  this  Council,  being 
from  one  of  the  South  Boston  wards,would  at  least 
move  to  have  this  order  laid  on  the  table  until 
warm  weather,  when  we  shall  have  been  thawed 
out,  and  perhaps  found  that  the  world  still  re- 
volves around  the  "hub,"  and  that  it  is  advisable 
to  go  ahead  again.  I  was  very  much  surprised, 
after  making  that  motion,  that  he  should  oppose 
it  and  press  a  favorable  action  upon  the  order 
at  that  time,  upon  the  ground  of  economy.  Now, 
sir,  let  us  examine  this  matter  a  little  further. 
Who  are  the  projectors  and  parties  particularly 
interested  in  tbe  extension  of  this  street?  Whv, 
sir,  land  companies  and  land  speculators,  and 
some  of  them  the  same  parties  the  Alderman  re- 
ferred to  as  owners  in  the  lane's  upon  the  proposed 
Back  Bay  park,  and  who  he  said  are  pressing 
them  upon  the  city  to  buy,  in  order  to  build  up 
their  broken  fortunes.  I  thought  he  would 
like  to  know  this  fact,  as  I  believe  he  sup- 
ported this  measure,  and  that  only  a  few 
weeks  ago.  No  argument  upon  economy  then! 
Let  us  see  what  we  have  done  for  South  Boston 
the  past  year.  I  see  by  tbe  report  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Streets  (City  Document  No.  27,  page 
33),  there  was  expended  by  the  Paving  Department 
in  the  city  proper,  $396,644.92;  in  Roxbury,  $184,- 
283.02;  in  S  ruth  Boston,  $151,606.96;  in  East  Bos- 
ton, $97,624.15;  in  Dorchester,  $103,224.01;  in 
Charlestown,  $101,357.67;  in  West  Roxbury,  $87,- 
546.16.  There  was  expended  upon  streets  in  Sonth 
Boston  $53,982.81  more  than  in  East  Boston,  $48,- 
382.95  more  than  in  Dorchester,  $64,060.80  more 
than  in  West  Roxbury,  $80,593.48  more  than  in 
Brighton ,  and  $50,249.29  more  than  in  Charlestown. 
Now,  sir,  let  us  examine  one  item  of  paving.  I 
find  there  was  expended  in  South  Boston  for  wood 
paving,  $32,755.51;  for  granite  blocks,  $51,177.26; 
total,  $83,932.77.    In  Charlestown— granite  blocks, 
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$55,037.99,  and  no  wood.  In  East  Boston- 
granite  blocks,  $13,861.52,  and  no  wood.  In 
Roxbury,  Dorchester,  West  Roxbury  and  Biigk- 
ton,  no  paving,  and  in  tbe  city  proper,  for  granite 
blocks,  $106,128.74,  for  wood,  $4,755.60.  South  Eos- 
ton  had  about  one-balf  as  much  as  was  expended 
in  the  city  proper  for  small  granite  blocks,  and 
$27,999.91  more  wood  paving— a  luxury  that  none 
of  the  other  districts  enjoyed  the  past  year,  if 
they  ever  do.  Allow  rue  for  a  moment  to  refer  to 
the  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers  for 
the  past  vear.  [City  Document  No.  17.]  There 
was  expended  in  Cliarlesto-m,  $3,894.37;  in  East 
Boston,  $11,965.35;  in  Dorchester,  $12,032.54;  in 
the  city  proper,  $18,337.88;  in  South  Boston,  $28,- 
600.34,  making  $10,262.46  more  in  South  Boston 
than  in  the  city  proper;  $16,567.80  more  than  in 
Dorchester;  $16,634.99  more  than  in  East  Boston, 
and  $24,705.97  moie  tban  in  Charlestown.  I  refer 
to  these  places  because  they  border  upon  tide 
water.  1  doubt  not  that  the  expenditures  were 
necessaiy.  Then  again,  let  us  lefer  to 
the  Auditor's  monthly  exhibit,  [Docu- 
ment No.  21]  for  Special  Appropriations. 
We  find  the  Eastern-avenue  and  Bridge  Loan 
$200,000;  Broadway  Bridge  foundations,  $110,295. 
Then  of  the  $1,000,000  Broadway-extension  Loan 
we  have  $80,680.21  unexpended.  This  Broadway- 
extension  project  has  a  foothold.  Is  it  to  be  ex- 
tended to  Cambridge?  We  shall  have  the  South 
Boston  Protective  Association  after  more  loans 
before  the  year  is  out.  Then  again,  South  Boston 
wants  tbi*  year  $200,000  or  $300,000  for  a  school- 
house.  It  is  rpfreshing,  sir,  to  hear  the  clarion 
notes  of  economy  first  coming  from  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  12.  Perhaps  we  can  borrow  this  unex- 
pended balance  of  $80,680.21  from  the  Broadway- 
extension  Loan,  and  the  $54,150.99  unexpended 
Broadway  Bridge  Foundation  Loan  to  divide  up 
amongst'  the  rest  of  the  wards,  rather  than 
come  to  a  dead  stand.  i  see  that  by 
Sweet  street  crossing  the  Hartford  &  Erie 
Railroad  at  grade  we  shall  save  $100,000. 
With  the  small  amount  of  travel  which  will  re- 
quire to  be  accommodated  for  a  number  of  years, 
is  it  not  advisable  to  get  the  proper  authority  to 
cross  at  grade?  The  new  proposed  Junction  Rail- 
road to  connect  the  Hoosac  Tunnel  line  and  other 
roads  with  South  Boston  flats,  by  tunnelling  Tel- 
egraph Hill,  has  so  far  progressed,  I  understand, 
that  the  stock  has  been  subscribed  for.  When 
this  load  is  made,  the  Hartford  &  Erie  may  pos- 
sibly give  up  thtir  present  route  through  South 
Boston  and  come  in  over  the  new  route.  Then 
this  proposed  expenditure  for  raising  the  grade 
would  be  worthless,  besides  the  damage  it  would 
cause  to  that  locality.  The  committee,  in  their 
report,  say  that,  among  the  concessions  granted 
by  the  owners  of  these  lands,  they  release  all 
grade  damages,  including  the  right  to  slope  the 
filling- on  their  lands.  I  would  like  to  know 
haw  they  could  abut  upon  the  line  of  the  street  if 
they  did  not.  1  do  not  think  they  would  object  if 
the  city  filled  up  ail  their  flats.  There  are  several 
large  improvements  called  for  and  which  will  soon 
come  before  us,  such  as  the  Home  for  the  Poor, 
or  Austin-farm  project,  and  the  removal  of  the 
House  of  Correction  from  South  Boston.  Ithiuk 
the  Home  for  the  Poor  should  be  moved,  but  not 
to  tbe  Austin  farm;  and  the  House  of  Correction 
ought  to  have  been  moved  years  ago, and  the* land 
u?ed  for  business  purposes."  Then  Columbus  ave- 
nue, the  finest  we  have  in  the  city,  ends  at  a  board 
fence.  Boylston  street  should  be  extended  to 
Brookline  avenue,  and  lelieve  the  crowded  travel 
over  Beacon  street.  Then  Ruggles  street  sbould 
be  extended  to  Brookline  avenue,  and  Longwood 
avenue  to  Washington  street.  I  do  not  wish  it  to 
be  understood  that  1  am  wholly  opposed  to  the 
extension  of  Swett  street,  or  to  anything  that  will 
add  to  the  prosperity  of  South  Boston,  or  any 
other  portion  of  the  city.  She  has  remarkable 
facilities,  if  properly  developed,  for  the  increase 
of  our  commerce  and  manufactuiing  interests; 
but  it  seems  to  me  proper  that  we  should  defer 
rhis  matter  until  after  the  Auditor  reports  upon 
the  annual  estimates  of  appropriations,  and  if 
other  proposed  improvements  for  the  benefit  of 
other  portions  of  the  city  are  to  be  thrown  into 
the  basket,  I  wish  this  one  to  keep  them 
company.  For  The  health  of  the  people, 
both  the  Back  Bay  and  South  Bav  should  be 
tilled  up,  or  something  done  by  the  city  to 
abate  these  nuisances,  and  it  is  a  disgrace  to  the 
city  that  that  territory,  so  near  the  city  proper, 
should  have  remained  so  long  worthless  and  use- 
less, while  its  owners  have  been  ruined  by  its  ex- 
cessive taxation,  year  after  year,  upon  a  specula- 


tive valuation,  without  one  dollar  of  the  large 
amount  of  taxes  improperly  assessed  expended 
upon  it.  There  is  nojusticeinit.  [tisafraud.  Atthe 
last  meeting,  when  I  termed  this  a  wild  scheme, 
I  was  not  allowed  time  to  explain.  I  meant  that 
it  was  a  wild  scheme  compared  with  other  more 
needed  improvements,  which  ought  to  teceive 
your  attention  first;  and  if,  upon  a  false  theory  of 
economy,  they  are  to  be  postponed  this  year, 
there  is  no  reason  why  this  should  be  passed  at 
this  time.  For  sanitary  reasons,  the  city  should 
adopt  some  plan  to  have  this  territory  fillod 
up,  and  then  it  will  be  but  a  little  expense 
to  lay  out  the  larger  portion  of  this  street, 
and  I  tru^t  some  legislative  action  may 
be  procured  for  this  ena,  if  found  necessary. 
The  cost  of  this  project  will  extend  seven  or 
eight  important  avenues  leading  westward  1o 
Brookline,  and  which  will  increase  ths  taxable 
piopeity  twenty  times  as  much  as  this  street.  In 
regard  to  the  economy  of  doing  it  at  the  present 
time  on  account  of  the  cheapness  of  labor,  1  pre- 
sume every  gentleman  here  well  knows  that  all 
the  gravel  will  be  brought  in  by  cars,  and  that  the 
principal  part  ot  the  labor  will  be  performed  out 
of  the  city,  and  tnat  steam  shovels  will  be  used 
on  the  hill  in  taking  the  gravel  out,  and  perhaps 
a  dozen  men  could  do  all  the  levelling  of  gravel 
on  the  street.  So  far  as  the  matter  of  economy  is 
concerned  I  think  it  is  hardly  worthy  our  atten- 
tion. 

Mr.  Guild  of  SVard  6— There  seems  to  be  some 
little  diffeie  nee  of  opinion  among  gentlemen  of 
this  Council  m  regard  to  the  position  of  the  city 
in  this  matter.  I  certainly  had  a  conversation 
with  a  gentleman  whom  I  considered  an  expert 
official— one  for  many  years  in  the  service  ot  the 
city — and  he  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  order  for 
laying  out  the  street  having  been  passed  by  the 
Street  Commissioners  ano  the  City  Council,  and 
agreements  having  been  entere  J  into,  the  city  is 
so  far  committed  that  it  would  be  absolutely  nec- 
essary for  us  to  provide  the  means  to  carry  out 
those"  contracts.  But  since  then,  it  seems'  that 
further  inquiries  show  that  no  actual  en- 
try has  been  made  upon  the  street  ex- 
cept upon  paper,  and  there  seems  to  be 
a  question  whether  tlie  city  cannot  recede,  or  hold 
the  matter  securely  in  abeyance.  From  that  it 
seems  to  me  to  be  necessary  for  some  action  to  be 
taken  in  order  that  we,  at  least  some  of  us — I  must 
confess  that  I  would  like  some  information  on  the 
subject— may  find  out  exactly  what  is  the  position 
of  the  city.  Certainly,  m  the  Finance  Committee 
we  were  instructed  that  unless  we  did  go  on,  the 
city  would  be  liable  for  damages  and  fiat  suits 
would  be  immediately  entered.  H  that  is  the 
case,  sir,  it  would  seem  that  we  must  go  on,  we 
are  so  far  committed ;  but  if  not,  I  think  we  ought 
to  postpone  the  matter  until  we  can  get  advice  from 
the  City  Solicitor.  If  there  is  a  chance  to  bold  it  in 
abeyance,  that  gentlemen  may  satisfy  themselves 
that  now  is  the  time  to  make  that  improvement, 
they  should  have  that  opportunity.  As  I  paid  be- 
fore, I  have  been  informed  that  the  city  is  com- 
mitted to  the  improvement,and  gentlemen  opposed 
to  it  aie  in  the  position  of  one  who,  having  been 
absent  from  his  business  for  several  months, 
found  that  his  associate  had  built  a  large  waie- 
house  for  a  business  which  he  hoped  to  do  in  five 
orsix  years'  time,  and  that  he  had  got  up  the  first 
story,  and  on  reasoning  with  his  business  asso- 
ciate, saying  he  did  not  need  such  accommoda- 
tion, he  was  informed  that  the  contracts  had  been 
entered  into  a:.d  all  he  had  to  do  was  to  pay  for  the 
woik.  We  were  informed  that  the  city  was  in  this 
position, but  trom  the  leniarks  of  gentlemen  at  this 
and  a  former  session,  I  should  infer  that  we  are 
not.  I  shoul  1  like  to  be  informed  as  to  the  effect 
of  our  action. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9—1  trust  this  measure  will 
not  be  pressed  to  a  vote  tonight.  There  is  a  dif- 
ference of  opinion  in  regard  to  the  situation  of 
the  city  in  relation  to  this  measure.  I  have  en- 
deavored during  the  last  two  or  three  days,  by  a 
studv  of  the  ordinances  and  such  infoimation  as 
I  could  get  from  the  City  Solicitor's  office,  to  gain 
some  information  in  regard  to  those  points.  So 
far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn,  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  id?a  advanced  at  our  last  meeting  in  re- 
gard to  the  position  of  the  city — that  it  is  commit- 
ted to  this  measure  beyond  recall— is  not  correct. 
I  do  not.  think  that  all  the  pioceedings  neces- 
sary to  put  us  in  that  position  have  been  com- 
sum mated.  The  laws  ann  ordinances  relating  io 
the  laying  out  of  streets  seem  to  contemplate  a 
series  of  steps,  the  taking  of  all  of  which  is  neces- 
sary to  consummate  such  a  project  as  this.    Firs  t 
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the  Street  Commissioners  take  action  ;  that  actioD 
is  concurred  in  by  a  majority  of  the  City  Council ; 
the  matter  in  then  referred  to  the  Fiiance  Com- 
mittee in  regard  to  the  appropriation ;  then  the 
appropriation  itself,  to  he  passed  upon,  requires  a 
two-thirds  vote.  Now,  if  gentlemen  will  notice  in 
these  proceedings  that,  if  they  are  not  all  taken  as 
a  whole,  th.-re  is  a  manifest  inconsistency  almost 
amounting- to  an  absurdity  in  the  position  that  a 
majority  of  the  City  Council  can  commit  the  city 
to  such  a  measure,  while  to  make  the  ap- 
propriation a  two-thirds  vote  is  required. 
Njw,  what  is  the  use  of  requiring  a  two- 
thirds  vote  it  we  cannot  help  ourselves?  I  con- 
sider that  the  two-thirds  vote  was  intended  to  be 
used  in  the  discretion  ot  the  Council,  as  a  sort  of 
veto  pow  r — as,  for  iustanue,  if  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee shoubi  report,  taking  into  account  all  the 
conditions,  giving  then-  reasons  why  the  city  can- 
not afford  to  pass  this  or  that  measure,  and  the 
Council,  having  considered  that  repoit,  might 
then  vote  that  it  is  not  expedient  to  make  the 
appropriation.  Now,  allusion  has  been  made  to 
the  Finance  Committee,  and  to  instructions  being 
given  to  chem.  I  believe  that  the  city  has  fallen 
into  a  loose  and  false  practice  in  regai  d  to  that 
thing.  1  have  the  houor  to  be  on  that  committee, 
and  wheu  this  question  came  up — most  of  them 
toeing  new  members— they  wanted  to  understand 
what  their  position  was,  and  whether  they  were  to 
act  merely  as  the  instruments  of  the  Council  and 
frame  the  order,  or  -whether  they  were  to  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  the  measure,  and  report 
accordingly.  In  the  orainance  establishing  a 
Fiuance  Committee  [page  216,  section  7],  after  pre- 
scribing their  duties,  it  says,  "And  consioerantt  re- 
port on  all  subjects  relating  to  the  finances  of  the 
city."  Now  if  they  are  simply  to  frame  these  or- 
ders without  expressing  any  opinion,  what  is  the 
meaning  of  the  words  "consider  and  report"? 
However,  I  merely  say  that  in  passing.  What  I 
would  like  to  ask  of  the  CounMl  is  to  defer  action 
upon  this  subject  for  one  week  more.  Ceitainly 
no  harm  can  be  done  by  it.  The  work  will  not  b3 
commenced  in  that  time;  we  have  a  year  from 
next  July  to  complete  that  work  in,  and  one 
week's  delay  will  do  no  harm.  Meantime  I 
should  like'  "  to  offer  an  order  which  con- 
templates asking  tae  City  Solicitor's  opin- 
ion as  ^o  the  nature  of  the  liability  which  the 
city  has  in  case  it  does  not  enter  upon  the  land 
and  build  this  street.    I  want  that  opinion  for  two 

reasons:  Firs To  know  just  how  we  stand  upon 

that  question.  We  have  authority  from  members 
on  one  siie  and  the  other,  e.qually  cntitl-dto 
stand  as  such,  and  we  can  get  the  City  Solicitor's 
opinion  only  in  some  such  way.  It  is  of  vast  im- 
portance as  applied  to  this  particular  measure, 
for  we  can  jucge  better  how  to  treat  the  subject 
on  its  meiits  after  we  get  the  opinion.  Second — 
We  want  it  settled  for  all  time,  whether  action 
taken  in  this  way  means  one  thing  or  another; 
whether  all  these  steps  are  to  be  taken  in  part  or 
as  ?  whole,  and  whether  a  majority  of  the  City 
Council  can  commit  the  city  to  a  measure  the  ap- 
propriation for  which  requires  a  two-thirds  vote. 
Therefore,  I  move  that  this  subject  be  specially 
assigned  to  next  Thursday  evening  at  eight 
o'clock,  aid  at  the  proper  time  I  will  offer  the 
order  alluded  to. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  have  no  objection  to  the 
special. assignment;  in  tact,  I  didn't  come  here 
tonight  prepared  with  any  set  speech  or  any 
amount  of  figures,  as  the  gentleman  fiom  Ward  15 
did,  as  I  did  not  anticipate  that  he  w-s  coining 
here  to  attack  South  B  as  con  in  regard  to  the 
amount  of  money  expended  theie.  By  his  re- 
marks he  would  g!ve  the  Council  to  understand 
that  this  is  altogether  a  South  Boston  improve- 
ment, while  everybody  who  has  been  in  the  Coun- 
cil during  the  past  ft  w  yeais  knows  it  is  as  much 
for  the  interest  of  the  people  of  Dorchester  and 
Roxbury  as  it  is  for  South  Boston.  I  have  no  de- 
sire to  press  this  matter  tonight  Perhaps  at  the 
next  meeting  I  will  be  as  fully  prepared  with  fig- 
ures as  the  gentleman  fiom  Ward  15  was  tonight. 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Ward  15— I  would  like  to  amend 
the  motion  by  making  it  to  lay  the  order  on  the 
table  till  the  firjt  meeting  of  the  Council  in  June. 
We  can  then  have  time  to  look  into  the  matter, 
visit  the  territory,  and  see  whether  it  is  necessary 
to  spend  this  nio^ey  to  carry  out  the  project. 

Mr.  Train — 1  hope  the  amendment  "ill  not  pre- 
vail. I  have  no  objection  to  this  matter  being 
specially  assigned,  and 

The  President—  lhe  amendment  of  the  gencle- 
man  from  Ward  15  is  equivalent    lo   an  adjourn- 


ment, and  the  Chair  will  take  the  sense  of  tbe 
Council  on  the  longest  time  first. 

Mr.  Train — I  have  no  objection  to  having  this 
matter  assigned  to  next  Thursday  evening,  but  it 
seems  to  have  taken  on  anew  complication  en- 
tirely. It  has  departed  from  tr.e  expediency  of 
the  measure  to  the  proDriety  of  the  Councl  of 
last  year  going  into  the  question,  and  to  whether 
this  Council  is  obliged  to  indorse  their  action. 
As  I  said  before,  I  will  net  attempt  to  make  any 
extended  remarks,  because  I  am  willing  to  have 
this  legal  question  settled ;  but  that  does  not  af- 
fect the  fact  of  the  necessity  for  carrying  this 
matter  through  last  year.  We  did  not  stand  at 
any  technicalities  then  ;  but  we  took  the  giound 
that  it  was  for  the  interest  of  the  city  of  Boston — 
not  a  local  measuie  at  all,  but  for  the  interest  of 
all.    I  hope  the  amendment  wnl  not  prevail. 

The  question  was  put  on  postponing  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  till  June,  and  it  was  lost. 
The  order  was  then  especially  assigned  for  eight 
o'clock  P.  M.,  next  Thursday. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9  offered  the  following, 
vihica  the  President  ruled  inadmissible  at  that 
stage  of  pioceedings,  but  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Flynn  of  Ward  7,  who  said  it  was  germare  to  the 
subject,  and  hoped,  it  would  be  entertained,  the 
order  was  entertained  by  general  consent: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  requested  to  obtain  the  opinion  of  the  City 
Solicitor  as  to  the  nature  of  the  liability  on  the 
part  of  the  city  in  case  Swett  street,  upon  T/hich 
partial  actioa  was  taken  by  the  City  Council  in 
1874,  is  not  enteied  upon  and  built,  and  report  at 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Flvnn  of  Ward  7 — It  appears  to  me  that  a 
part  of  this  order  ought  to  be  stricken  out, — that 
is,  the  clause  relating  to  the  entry.  I  believe  the 
city  has  entered  upon  a  part  of  it,  the  deeds  are 
ready  to  be  approved  by  the  City  Solicitor,  and 
the  parties  are  waiting  for  their  pay.  Part  of  the 
street  has  been  entered  upon  and  taken,  and  the 
work  is  ready  to  be  carried  through  whenever  the 
appropriation  is  made. 

Mr.  Jaques  ot  Ward  9— My  object  was  to  make 
the  order  as  general  as  possible,  that  we  might 
have  the  City  Solicitor's  opinion  exactly  as  to  how 
the  matter  does  st  <nd,  in  every  point.  Therefore, 
the  statement  that  certain  things  have  been  done 
would  not  be  any  cause  for  varying  the  wording 
of  the  order.  We  want  this  statement  to  come  in 
an  authoritative  way  from  the  City  Solicitor's 
office,  and  then  it  can  be  considered  in  this  Council. 

Mr.  Clatke  of  Ward  15— It  s-ems  to  me,  sir,  that 
this  matter  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  Finance 
Committee,  to  ascertain  and  ;eportif  the  city  is 
legally  liable  for  any  expenditure  of  money  upon 
Swett  street  at  this  time,  and  if  so,  to  what 
amount?  That  would  bring  the  whole  matter  be- 
fore them  ;  thev  could  ascertain  the  legal  points 
from,  the  City  Solicitor,  the  committee  could  learn 
just  what  has  beet  done,  we  should  know  then 
just  the  amount  the  city  is  liable  for,  and  if  liable 
we  can  vote  the  money. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Ward  15  offered  an  order  referring 
the  sub j ect  of  the  Swett-street  loan  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  raised  the  point  that  the 
matter  had  already  been  specially  assigned,  and 
the  legal  question  had  been  leferred. 

Mr.  Train  of  Wars  13  suggested  that  the  City 
Solicitor  could  learn  from  the  Street  Crmmission- 
ers  just  wliat  had  been  done,  and  he  could  report 
on  the  legal  question. 

Mr.  Claike  withdrew  the  order. 

REVISION  OF  THE  WARDS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wbitmore  of  Ward  4,  the 
Council  proceeded  to  comider  the  special  assign- 
ment for  8y2  o'elock,  viz.,  Order  to  amend  the  pe- 
tition for  a  new  number  of  wards,  to  provide  that 
each  ward  shall  elect  two  members  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  and  two  members  of  the  School 
Committee. 

Mr.  Whitmore  obtained  leave  to  amend  the  or- 
der by  adding  "and  that  the  number  of  wards  be 
fixed  at  thirty-six,"  so  that  it  lead  as  follows : 

Ordered,  That  his  honor  the  M"yor  be  request- 
ed to  amend  his  petition  concerning  the  number 
of  wards,  now  before  th^  Legislature,  so  that  after 
the  new  r,i vision  of  wards  each  ward  shall  elect 
two  members  of  the  Council  and  two  members  of 
the  School  Committee,  and  that  the  number  of 
wards  be  fix^d  at  thirty-six. 

The  question  wis  uoon  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Whitmore— This  question  was  brought  up 
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by  me  at  the  Isst  meeting  aud  I  made  a  few  state- 
ments in  regard  to  the  importance  of  taking  ac- 
tion ai  the  present  time,  and  I  beg  the  Council  to 
excuse  me  for  i  epeating  one  or  two  of  the  argu- 
ments I  then  use:.  As  to  the  necessity  for  a  new 
division  of  the  wards,  there  can  be  no  doubt.  I 
have  here  an  official  report  made  by  the  chairman 
of  the  Board  of  Registration  of  Voters,  stating 
that  Ward  1  has  on  the  list  5140  voters  and  Ward 
12,  4627,  while  Ware.  5  has  only  1183  and  Ward  19 
only  1151.  That  statement  I  tbink  is  sufficient 
in  itselt  to  explain  the  necessity  for  a  new  divi- 
sion of  the  wards;  but  for  the  information  of  the 
members  I  will  furnish  the  full  report  of  the  num- 
oer  of  voteis  on  the  li;ts  of  1874,  prepared  by  the 
Registrars  of  Voters— 

AVard                         Printed.  Written.  Total. 

1 4.935  205  5,140 

2 2.346  576  2,922 

3 2,508  206  2,714 

4 1,907  122'  2,029 

5 1,094  89  1,183 

6 2,522  177  2,699 

7. ?,432  280  2,712 

S 2,022  133  2,155 

9 3,095  121  3,216 

10 2.795  100  2,895 

11 3.650  88  3,738 

12 4,419  208  4,627 

13 1447  88  1,535 

14 2,805  99  2,904 

15 2,585  188  2,773 

Hi 3,152  109  3,261 

17 1,995  192  2,187 

19 1,042  109  1,151 

20 1,954  250  2,204 

21 2,361  200  2,561 

22 2,273  166  2,439 

53,339        3,706         57.045 

As  tie  matter  no^v  stands,  we  Jean  make  this 
division  -"mly  once  in  ten  years.  If  it  is 
not  clone  this  year  we  cannot  do  it  for  ten 
years,  and  the  inequalities  will  increase  dur- 
ing that  term.  As  the  charter  now  stands,  we 
are  obliged,  after  the  new  division,  to  have  four 
Common  Councilmen  and  six  School  Committee- 
men from  each  wtrtl,  although  at  present  all  the 
twenty  one  wards  do  not  have  the  full  number 
which  we  should  then  have.  We  have  at  present 
a  representation  equivalent  to  eighteen  and  one- 
half  wards  —  seventy-four  members  instead  of 
eighty-four.  Unless  some  action  is  taken  at  this 
time,  at  the  next  division  we  shall  have  to  leduce 
the  number  of  wards  or  increase  the  number  of 
the  Council.  I  presume,  sir,  that  there  is  no  good 
argument  to  be  given  for  postponing  this  matter.  It 
was  said  by  one  or  two  at  the  last  meeting  that  this 
matter  might  be  well  postponed  until  the  new 
charter  came  up.  But  UDless  gentlemen  are  per- 
fectly sure  that  that  chaiter  will  be  passed  by 
this  Council  and  the  Legislatme  this  season,  and 
adopted  by  the  people,  it  would  not  be  safe  to 
postpone  the  consideration  of  a  matter  which  can 
only  be  done  this  year.  I  presume  tbat,  after 
further  consideration,  those  gentlemen  will  hardly 
press  that  argument  at  this  time.  We  have  plenty 
of  time  to  attend  to  it  now,  and  now  is" the  proper 
time  to  act  upon  it.  The  main  question  involved 
is  in  regard  to  the  number  of  Councilmen.  If  we 
wish  to  maintain  the  number  of  Councilmen  at  or 
about  the  present  number,  we  cannot  have  more 
than  eighteen  wards,  or  nineteen  at  the  extreme, 
and  if  we  wish  to  diminish  the  number 
of  Councilmen  we  must  have  still  fewer  wards. 
For  that  reason  I  put  in  the  amendment  that  the 
number  of  Councilmen  fiom  each  ward  be  fixed 
at  two,  which  will  not  incres.se  the  total  of  the 
Council.  The  Committee  on  the  Revision  of  the 
Wards  reported  through  its  chairman  to  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  an  order  by  which  the  Mayor  peti- 
tioned for  an  amendment  to  the  charter,  allowing 
the  Council  to  divide  the  city  into  any  number  of 
wards  hereafter  to  be  decided  by  the  Council.  At 
the  present  time  it  is  our  duty  to  fix  the  number 
of  wards  we  desire.  The  Legislature  will  not 
leave  the  matter  in  an  uncertain  proposition,  of 
course.  The  question  is  whether  we  shall 
have  twenty-four  or  thirty-six  wards,  with 
two  or  three  members  of  the  Council  and  School 
Committee  from  each.  A  certain  advantage  is  to 
be  derived  from  having  small  wards,  which  will 
be  palpable  to  every  one.  We  ate  in  a  position 
now  in  regard  to  our  wards  different  from  any 
that  we  have  been  in  before.  The  wards  now  are 
so  large,  particularly  those  recently  added,  that  it 
is  extremelv  inconvenient  to  have  but  one  polling 
place  in  each.  We  have,  indeed,  petitioned  the 
Legislature  to  enable  us  to  have  more  than  one 
polling  place  in  a  ward;  but  if  you  establish  them, 


what  is  that  but  having  another  ward  ?  It  i«  very 
evident  that  Dorchester  and  West  Roxbury, 
where  the  territory  is  measured  by  miles,  and  tlie 
population  is  scattered,  with  no  distiact  centre, 
will  not  long  be  content  with  a  single  polliog 
place,  and  within  fi  ve  years  we  shall  have  to  ask 
for  power  to  establish  more  than  one  voting  pre- 
cinct for  each  ward.  It  seems  to  me,  tnerifo;e, 
that  it  is  proper  to  divide  the  city  into  smaller 
wards,  and  that  it  is  de  irable  to  increase  the 
number  from  twenty-one  to  twenty- four,  or  per- 
haps thirty.  If  u  e  fix  the  number  at  twenty-four 
or  thirty,  we  have  at  once,  as  a  parr  of  the  action, 
to  alter  the  number  of  Common  Councilmen  or 
School  Committeemen,  otherwise  the  sum  total 
of  each  w.ll  oe  too  alarmingly,,  large  to  be  consid- 
ered for  a  moment.  With  the  present  number 
from  each  ward,  ve  should  have  180  School 
Committeemen  here,  and  120  Councilmen,  and 
that  of  course,  would  be  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. The  question  chiefly  for  the  Council  to 
consider  is  this — Do  we  desir?  to  reduce  the  num- 
ber of  the  Council?  The  order  which  was  put  in 
first,  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  under  instruction 
from  the  committee,  looked  to  a  reduction  of  the 
Council  to  sixty,  about  one-sixth.  If  that  is  the 
de  ire  of  the  Council,  it  would  be  a  piece  of  self 
denial  which  would  go  far  to  close  the  mo'itbs  of 
our  adversaries  in  case  we  io  not  adopt  the  new 
charter,  and  would  show  that  members  v.  ere  not 
too  desirous  of  retaining  place.  It  was  the  senti- 
ment of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  that  the  action 
on  the  representation  from  each  ward  should  be 
initiated  in  this  branch,  and  I  think  there  should 
be  some  distinct  understanding,  by  vote  of  the 
Council,  whether  they  desire  to  reduce  or  in- 
crease the  number  of  waids  and  give  som»  ex- 
pression of  their  preference  on  the  subject 
of  representation.  If  the  first  amendment  I 
offered  can  be  acted  on,  I  think  the  other  can  be 
easily  disposed  of.  For  that  reason  I  desire  to 
have  the  question  first  taken  upon  the  largest 
number  of  wards,  namely,  thirty-six;  tecause  if 
we  conclude  to  fix  the  number  of  wards  at  thirty- 
six,  it  is  very  certain  that  we  shall  proceed  to  fix 
the  number  from  each  ward  at  two,  for  we  cer- 
tainly should  not  make  it  three  or  four. 

Mr'.  Crocker  of  Ward  6— Do  I  understand  the 
gentleman  to  say  that  he  considers  it  necessary  to 
fix  the  number  of  wards?  It  had  not  occurred  to 
me  that  we  could  not  ask  the  Legislature  for  au- 
thoiity  to  divide  the  city  into  a  certain  number  of 
wards,  not  less  than  twenty-four  nor  more  than 
thirty  six,  so  that  we  might  leave  the  question  of 
the  exact  number  to  be  determined  hereafter, 
when  we  come '  to  consider  this  whole  matter, 
which  will  come  up  in  the  new  charter,  and  when 
we  shall  have  new  light  upon  it.  It  is  rather  pre- 
mature now,  it  seems  to  me,  to  say  just  how  many 
wards  and  how  many  Councilmen  we  shall 
have.  If  we  are  to  have  two  members  from 
each  ward,  and  have  thirtv-six  wards,  it 
strikes  me  that  we  shall  have  a  larger  Coun- 
cil than  nowj  while  if  we  have  more  annex- 
ation— which  is  quite  probable  in  the  next  few 
years — the  number  would  be  still  larger.  It  did 
not  occur  to  me  that  it  would  not  be  practicable 
for  the  Legislature  to  authorize  the  city  to  divide 
the  city  into  a  number  of  wards  nor  exceeding 
thirty -six,  or  less  than  twenty-four,  and  leave  the 
question  of  representation  to  be  determined  here- 
after. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4— In  reply  to  the  inquiry 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6  I  have  to  say  that 
I  have  made  some  investigation  of  the  charters  of 
cities  in  thi«  Commonwealth,  and  it  seems  to  be 
th=,  invariable  rule  for  the  Legislature  to  deter- 
mine the  number  of  wards  in  the  charter.  In  fact 
the  law  under  which  we  proceed  to  redistrict  the 
city  and  rearrange  the  boundaries  of  the  wards  ex- 
pressly states  that  in  no  case  shall  the  city  lay  out 
more  wards  than  are  allotted  to  it;  by  its  charter. 
For  that  reason  it  seems  hardly  probably  that  the 
Legislature  will  abandon  a  universal  practice  and 
grant  the  city  of  Boston  at  this  time  a  shifting- 
limit  from  twenty-four  to  thirty-six,  when  its 
policy  has  heretofore  been  to  fix  the  number  of 
ward's  at  what  seems  proper  and  to  sta^nd  by  it. 
Of  course  it  is  within  the  bounds  of  possibility 
that  the  Legislature  will  do  it;  but  I  can  see  no 
reason  why  they  would.  I  can  see  no  argument 
for  their  changing  an  established  rule.  The  Legis- 
lature may  say,  "You  don't  know  your  own  minds : 
we  will  exercise  the  power  for  you."  I  am  not 
awaie  that  there  is  any  matter  of  greater  impor- 
tance than  this  pressing  upon  us  now.  If 
we  do  not  vote  upon  it  tonight  we  can  postpone  it 
till  the  next  meeting  and  discuss  it  then.  As  to  the 
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idea  that  we  might  postpone  it  till  the  new  char- 
ter comes  up,  I  have  this  much  to  say:  We  are 
living  at  present  under  the  old  charter,  and  it  is 
the  opinion  of  miny  gentlemen  listening  to  me  at 
this  moment  that  we  shall  continue  to  live  under 
that  charter  for  some  years  to  come.  It  is  not 
wise  to  consider  that  the  new  charter  will  be 
adopted  within  the  next  two  months  by  both  the 
city  of  Boston  and  the  Legislature;  and  without 
appealing  to  the  Legislature  we  cannot  have  more 
Wan  twenty-one  wards.  In  fact  there  is  consid- 
erable legal  difficulty  in  saying  we  can  have  more 
than  sixteen  wards,  and  each  waid  must  have  four 
Councilmen  and  six  School  Committeemen. 
However  great  a  blessing  the  new  charter 
will  be,  and  however  certain  the  committee  may 
be  of  its  adoption  by  the  city  and  Legislature,  still 
I  cannot  think  but  that  they  will  admit  that  we 
have  a  duty  to  perform  in  this  matter,  and  that 
we  should  not  neglect  it.  Let  us  discharge  this 
present  duty,  and  when  the  new  charter  comes  up 
we  can  discuss  it,  a.od  by  disposing  of  this  topic 
now  we  shall  be  saved  the  necessity  of  acting 
upon  it  then.  For  the  reasons,  then,  that  I  do  not 
think  the  Legislature  will  give  us  the  opportunity, 
and  that  it  is  an  obvious  duty  to  consider  the  mat- 
ter now,  I  hope  that  action  will  not  be  postponed 
till  the  new  charter  is  reported  on. 

Mi.  Crocker  of  Ward  6- My  only  question  was 
whether  it  is  necessary  to  determine  the  number 
of  wards.  The  gentleman  says  the  number  of 
wards  is  fixed  in  other  city  charters.  It  is  true 
that  in  the  old  charter  the  number  of  wards  was 
fixed  at  twelve,  and  stood  at  thai ;  but  in  this  case 
there.i*  a  particular  reason  why  -•  e  are  not  pre- 
pared to  act.  We  can  say  to  the  Legislature,  "  We 
are  going  to  consider  the  whole  question,  acd  are 
not  now  prepared  to  say  whether  the  number  of 
wards  shall  be  twenty-four  or  thirty-six;  we  want 
a  little  time  to  think  about  ii."  The  Legislature 
does  not  care  whether  we  divide  Boston  into  twen- 
ty-four or  thirty  wards,  and  it  does  not  occur  to 
me  why  they  would  insist  upon  our  having  twenty 
or  thirty-six.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  a  matter  of 
perfect  indifference  to  them.  I  foretell  them  that 
we  have  some  good  reason,  and  would  like  to  have 
this  matter  left  open,  so  that  it  may  have  a  mar- 
gin of  from  twenty-four  to  thirty-six.  I  do  not 
see  any  reason  why  it  should  cot  be  done. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9 — As  I  understand  it  the 
committee  have  fixed  upon  thirty-six  as  the  out- 
side limit  of  the  number  of  waids — making  that 
their  outside  preference.  It  occurs  to  me  that 
possibly  some  of  the  Council  would  prefer — as  it 
seems  to  me"  I  should— to  vote  first  upon  the 
smaller  number  of  wards,  and  if  that  does  not 
rceet  with  approbation,  then  we  can  vote  for 
the  larger  number.  In  order  to  meet  that  desire, 
if  it  exists  in  the  Council,  I  move  t^  strike  out  the 
word  "six,"  which  would  reduce  the  number  of 
wards  to  thirty. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4—1  should  like  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Chair  as  to  the  method  in  which  that 
amendment  will  be  put,  as  it  is  virrually  substi- 
tuting one  number  for  another,  aud  I  suppo-e  the 
larger  number  is  to  be  voted  upon  first. 

The  President — Under  the  rule  the  larger  num- 
ber would  be  in  order  to  be  voted  upon  first. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6— If  I  remember  correct- 
ly, the  order  as  it  came  originally  from  the  com- 
mittee limited  the  number  of  waids  to  thirty, 
and  the  change  from  thirty  to  thirty-six  was  made 
by  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Whitmore]  who  introduced 
this  order.  If  I  am  not  right  I  would  like  to 
be  corrected  by  the  gentleman.  The  origi- 
nal order  to  request  the  Mayor  to  petition 
the  Legislature  was  for  a  number  of  wards 
not  exceeding  thirty,  and  beyond  that  we  have 
had  no  expression  of<-the  views  of  the  com- 
mittee excepting  the  opinion  given  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  4,  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Council,  ivhen  he  said,  if  I  remember  correctlv, 
that  all  the  committee  could  report  would  be 
either  twenty  wards,  with  three  members  each,  or 
thitty  wards,  with  two  members  each.  Consider- 
ing that  that  would  be  substantially  the  report  of 
tne  committee,  who  would  leave  us  the  alternative 
of  determining  whether  the  number  should  be 
twenty  or  thirty,  I  withdiew  the  motion  I  made  to 
refer  the  order  to  the  committee  and  moved  its 
special  assignment  for  tonight.  I  do  not  intend, 
Mr.  President,  to  say  anything  upon  the  subject 
of  the  number  ot  wards,  tor  really — to  express  it 
pethaps  forcibly,  but  not  elegantly— I  feel  that  I 
am  rather  in  a  muddle  in  reaard  to  it.  But,  with- 
out having  matured  the  subject,  I  feel  that  the 
outside  limit  should  be  thirty  wards,  and  that  we 
should  then  have  a  I  ufficientty  laige  Council  and 


School  Committee  if  we  had   two  members  from 
each  ward. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7—1  hope,  sir,  that  this  . 
matter  will  be  fully  discussed  here  before  we  pass 
this  order.  I  have  some  views  on  this  subject 
which  I  stated  when  it  was  discussed  at  length  in 
the  committee  on  the  new  charter.  "Under  our 
ward  system,  as  it  exists  today,  we  elect  four 
membeis  of  the  Council  and  six  of  the  school 
board,  and  three  of  the  Legislature  in  the  greater 
number  of  wards;  and  v.  e  have  a  caucus  to  nomi- 
nate the  whole  of  them.  What  is  the  consequence 
of  all  this?  Under  this  system,  by  which  four 
members  are  elected  to  this  branch,  six  to  the 
School  Committee  and  three  to  the  Legislature, 
you  have  a  small  room  in  which  to  crowd  the 
30,000  inhabitants  of  a  waid;  and  under  the 
caucus  system  you  nominate  four  or  three  men 
for  each  body,  one  or  two  of  whom  maybe  good, 
and  the  othsrs  indiffeiently  so;  they  are  all  put 
upon  one  ticket,  the  strong  n>en  on  which  carry  the 
weak  men  through  and  elect  them.  Now,  sir,  I 
say  that  if  there  is  a  necessity  for  change  you 
should  arrange  the  wards  of  this  city  so  as  to 
make  a  compact  little  ward  of  each,  where  the 
people  will  know  each  other  and  can  canvass  the 
chat acter  and  capability  of  every  man,  and  the 
number  elected  from  each  ward  should  be  so 
small  that  if  an  unfit  man  is  nominated  a  split 
ticket  will  defeat  him.  If  every  candidate  has  to 
stand  on  his  own  bottom  the  men  of  both  parties 
will  be  atte  tive  to  the  persons  whom  they  select 
for  office,  and  the  best  men  will  be  elected  to  go 
to  each  and  every  one  ot  the  branches  of  the 
Government.  On  that  account  I  am  in  favor  of 
small  wards  in  our  city.  I  think  that  thirty-six 
wards  are  none  too  few.  I  do  not  believe  in  re- 
ducing the  number  in  the  popular  branch 
here.  My  experience  has  been  that  the  larger 
you  make  one  branch  ot  a  legislative  body,  the 
better  protection  there  is  against  bad  legislation ; 
and  the  smaller  you  make  one  branch,  the  easier 
it  is  to  log-roll  and  carry  thiougb  jobs.  I  believe 
in  having  this  branch  of  the  Council  reasonably 
large,  and  if  we  would  elect  one  Councilman  from 
fojty-eight  or  fifty  warns  it  would  be  better.  But 
I  believe  we  shouhl  so  divide  the  city  as  to-  elect 
not  more  than  two  fiom  each  ward,  leaving  the 
whole  number  in  the  Council  and  School  Board 
the  same  as  now.  If  you  increase  the  number  of 
wards  and  elect  a  smaller  number  from  each,  vou 
will  secure  better  men.  For  that  reason,  I  am  in 
favor  of  thirty-six  wards.  We  might  petition  the 
Legislature  to  divide  the  ci*y  into  not  le^s  than 
thirty-six  wards,  nor  more  than  forty- eight,  but  I 
am  opposed  to  putting  it  down  to  twenty-tour. 
With  those  convictions,  sir,  I  shall  vote  for  the 
order  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4,  fixing  the 
wards  at  thirty-sis. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13— As  it  is  getting  late,  and 
as  we  have  had  some  ideas  advanced  which  are 
certainly  new  to  me,  I  move  that  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  be  specially  assigned  to 
next  Thursday  evening  at  8y2  o'clock,  and  then  I 
think  we  shall  be  ready  to  vote  upon  it. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4 — I  wish  to  make  an 
explanation  in  replyjto  the  inquiry  made  by  the 
gentlemau  from  Ward  6,  as  I  would  like  to  have  it 
go  upon  record  at  this  time.  The  committee 
voted  o  instruct  their  chaiiman  to  report  two 
propositions  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  viz.,  chat 
the  May«r  should  petition  for  l.-ave  to  divide  the 
city  into  wards  not  exceeding  thirty,  the 
number  to  be  fixed  hereafter;  also  for 
two  members  of  the  Council  and  School 
Committee  from  each  ward.  That  report 
will  be  found  upon  the  records  of  the  Al- 
dermen and  in  the  remarks  of  Alderman  Quincy. 
The  Aldermen  passed  upon  the  first  part  of  the 
order,  and  it  came  down  here  and  we  concurred  in 
it,  and  the  petition  has  been  sent  in.  I  wish  it  to 
he  distinctly  understood  that  the  change  to  thirty- 
six  is  made  on  my  own  responsibility. 

The  order  was  specially  assigned  for  next.  Thurs- 
day evening  at  half-past  eight  o'clock. 

PETITIONS     PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Thacber  of  Ward  15— Petitions  of  Mar- 
tin Hayes,  foi  extension  of  time  in  which  to  build 
on  land  on  Fourth  street,  and  Alfred  Newhall, 
for  extension  of  time  in  which  to  build  on  lot  on 
Albany  street.  Severally  leferred  to  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Public  Lands.    Sent  up. 

LABORATORY  FOR  ROXBURY  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  Psgeof  Waid  9  submitted  a  leport  from 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  on  request  vf 
School  Committee,  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  following: 
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Ordered,  'that  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authoiized  to  fit  up  a  vacant  room  in  the 
basement  of  the  Roxbury  High  School  as  a  labora- 
tory ;  the  expense  to  be  chargedgto  the  appropria- 
tion for  Schoolhouses,  Public  Buildings. 

Read  once. 

SEWBUET  STKEET  PRIMARY  SCHOOLHOUSE. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16  submitted  the  following 
(City  Doc.  No.  31): 

The  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  beg  leave  to 
represent  that  an  additional  appropriation  is  re- 
quired for  the  primary  tschoolhouse,  Ward  9,  be- 
fore che  same  can  be  put  under  contract.  Ihe  ap- 
propriation, as  made  by  the  City  Council  last  year, 
for  building  was  ,$40,000,  jpioviding  for  a  build- 
ing of  six  rooms,  as  per  request  of  Committee  on 
Pu'clic  Instruction.  Plans  -were  prepared,  fur- 
nishing the  accommodation  as  desired,  but  failed 
of  an  approval  by  said  committee.  Since  then 
more  school  accommodations  have  been  demand- 
ed in  that  neighborhood,  and  plans  have  been  pre- 
pared for  a  building  containing  nine  rooms,  in 
place  of  six,  which  have  been  approved  by  the 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction;  hence,  Llie  in- 
crease in  cost. 

Estimates    have   bPen   received  for  doing   the 
work,  and  it  is  found  that  an  additional  appropri- 
ation will  be  required  of  $5,000.  before  contracts 
can  be  awarded  and  work  commenced. 
Statement  of  Appropriation. 
Appropriation  for  primary  schoolhousc,  New- 
bury street $40,000.00 

Expended  for  plans 500.00 

Unexpended  balance $39,500.00 

Additional  appropriation  required 5,003.00 

$44,500.00 
They  would,  therefore,  respectfully  request  an 
additional  appropriation  for  primary  schoolhouse, 
Newbury  street,  of  $5000. 

For  the  committee 

Charles  A.  Burditt,  Charman. 


Referred  to  Committee  on  Einance.  Sent 
down. 

UNION  OF  MYSTIC  AND  COCHITUATE  WATER 
BOARDS. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6,  for  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  who  were  requested  to  consider  and 
report,  if  they  deem  expedient,  an  ordinance  to 
unite  the  Mystic  and  Cochituate  water  boards, 
submitted  a  report  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  General  Court,  now  in  session, 
for  the  passage  ot  an  act  in  amendment  ol  chap- 
ter 179  of  the  acts  of  the  year  1874,  so  that  the 
Boston  Water  Board,  when  established  as  pio- 
vided  theiein,  may  be  empowered  by  the  City 
Council  to  act  as  agent  of  the  city  in  doing  those 
thiogs  which  the  city  is  now  authorized  to  do  in 
relation  to  the  making  of  lands,  water  rights  and 
other  property  and  the  establishment  and  main- 
tenance of  works  and  appliances  for  supplying  the 
city  of  Boston  and  other  cities  and  towns  with 
pure  water. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

BETTERMENTS  ON  NORTHAMPTON-STREET  DIS- 
TRICT. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13,  from  the  Joint  Special 
Committee  on  Northampton-street  District,  sub- 
mitted the  following: 

Ordered,  That  in  the  settlement  of  damages 
with  the  owners  of  estates  parts  of  which  have 
been  taken  during  the  year  1874,  for  the  layingout 
or  extension  of  Thorndike  street,  East  Lenox 
street,  or  Hunneman  street,  the  Joint  Special 
Committee  on  the  Northampton-street  District  be 
authorized  to  assume  any  betterment  growing  out 
of  said  laying  out  or  extension  that  may  be  justly 
chargeable  to  such  estates. 

Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16,  the  Coun- 
cil adjourned. 
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CITY   OF   BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MARCH    1,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Three  grand  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  March 
term  of  the  United  States  District  Court. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Commissioner  on  Cambridge  Bridges — Frederic 
"W.  Lincoln. 

Special  Police  Officers  —  Robert  B.  Graham, 
Home  for  Little  Wanderers,  Baldwin  place;  "Wil- 
liam H.  Flint,  Traders'  National  Bank. 

Police  Officer— Charles  E.  Bullard. 

Measurer  of  Wood  and  Bark — Edward  Seaver. 

PETITIONS,  ETC.,  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  H.  A.  Wetherbee,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
new  wooden  stable  for  one  horse  on  Shawmut 
avenue,  No.  1293. 

Jolm  Roche,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new  woodeis 
stable  for  three  horses  between  Dorchester  ave- 
nue, Pleasant  and  Creek  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Bridges.  Proposition  by 
the  Boston  &  Lowell  Railroad  Company  and 
Mystic  River  Corporation,  for  filling  the  flats 
Kinder  Chelsea  Bridge  before  the  improvements 
bow  in  progress  are  completed. 

To  the  Committee  on  Servers.  Hannah  Dudley, 
for  abatement  or  postponement  of  assessment  for 
sewerage  on  Centre  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  William  A.  Mad- 
dox  et  al.,  for  license  as  auctioneers. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Bridget  McCaw- 
ley,  for  abatement  of  assessment  for  a  sidewalk 
on  Bolton  street. 

John  E.  Blakemore  et  al.,  that  Ashland  street, 
Ward  17,  be  put  in  order. 

Samuel  H.  Russell,  trustee,  to  be  paid  damages 
for  change  of  grade  of  Milk  street. 

William  B.  Hewitt,  for  leave  to  close  Ohio  street 
to  public  travel. 

Massachusetts  -General  Hospital  and  Ro«ve 
Brothers,  to  be  paid  for  damages  for  change  of 
grade  of  Washington  street. 

John  Gormley,  Orsamus  Nute,  Albion  J.  Tuttle, 
for  leave  to  sprinkle  certain  streets  in  this  city. 

A.  Loring,  that  Spring-park  avenue,Ward  17,  be 
put  in  order. 

Frank  C.  Pratt,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Weston  street. 

To  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  North- 
ampton-street District.  Notice  from  John  E. 
Fitzgerald,  of  dissatisfaction  with  the  ass9ssment 
of  the  expense  for  raising  the  grade  of  his  estate, 
42  Prescott  place,  and  surrender  of  said  estate. 

METROPOLITAN     RAILROAD. 

A  petition  was  received  from  the  Metropolitan 
Railroad  for  the  right  to  lay  an  additional  track 
in  Washington  street  from  Temple  place  to  Milk 
street;  in  Milk  street  from  Washington  street  to 
Devonshire  street;  in  Devonshire  street  from 
.Milk  street  to  State  street ;  across  State  street  to 
New  Devonshire  street,  and  in  Ntw  Devonshire 
street  to  connect  with  the  track  of  the  Middlesex 
Railroad  now  laid  in  New  Washington  street,  with 
suitable  turnouts,  curves  and  connections.  And 
for  the  right  to  construct  a  curve  track  to  connect 
the  southerly  track  on  Hanover  street  with  the 
track  of  Middlesex  Railroad  on  New  Washington 
street.  Also  for  a  track  in  Federal  street,  begin- 
ning at  a  point  near  the  Boston,  Hartford  &  Erie 
Railroad  station,  across  Summer  street,  and 
through  Federal  street  to  Milk  street,  thence 
through  Milk  street  to  Devonshire  street  to  con- 
nect with  the  track  petitioned  for  in  Devonshire 
street,  with  suitable  turnouts,  curves  and  connec- 
tions. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Paving. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  allow  J.  Arthur  Peck  to  erect  a  wooden 
building  on  wharf  of  the  Boston  &  Lowell  Rail- 
road Company  in  Charlestown.    Passed. 

Order  to  allow  the  sum  of  $2000  for  clerical  as- 
sistance in  office  of  Inspector  of  Buildings. 
Passed. 

Severally  sent  down. 


Order  to  pay  Robert  McDevitt  and  Thomas  Ha- 
ney  $1009.12,  for  Bowdoin-street  damages,  Ward 
16.    Passed. 

RENUMBERING  OF  WASHINGTON  STREET. 

The  order  for  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  to 
renumber  Washington  street,  commencing  at 
Haymarket  square  and  continuing  through  Rox- 
bury  to  West  Roxbury,  was  considered  under  the 
head  of  unfinished  business. 

The  Chairman  read  a  remonstrance,  signed  by 
Charles  J.  Eaton  and  sixty  others,  owners  and  oc- 
eupants  of  estates  on  the  west  side  of  Washington 
street  between  Dover  street  and  Blackstone 
square,  "the  most  of  whom  have  only  recently 
seen  the  last  of  the  expense  and  great  and  long- 
continued  confusion  and  annoyance  consequent 
upon  one  renumbering  of  the  street"  ;  also  a  re- 
monstrance against  the  renumbering  signed  by 
Carter,  Harris  &  Hawley  and  a  hundred  or  more 
other  owners  and  occupants  of  stores  on  Wash- 
ington street  seuth  of  Corn  hill. 

The  order  was  recommitted  and  the  remon- 
strance referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paving,  on 
motion  of  Alderman  Worthington,  with  the  re- 
quest that  thty  give  all  parties  interested  a  hear- 
ing. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petitions  of  Alfred  Newhall  and  Martin  Hayes, 
and  request  of  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  for 
an  additional  appropriation  of  $5000  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  primary  seboolbouse  on  Newbury  street, 
(City  Doc.  No.  31).    Severally  referred. 

Order  to  authorize  the  Committee  on  the  North- 
ampton-street District,  in  settlement  of  damages 
for  the  new  streets  laid  out  on  said  territory,  to 
assume  any  betterments  connected  theiewith. 
Passed. 

UNION  OF  THE  WATER  BOARDS. 

An  order,  appended  to  a  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances,  for  the  Mayor  to  petition  the 
Legislature  for  an  act  amending  the  act  author- 
izing the  establishing  the  Boston  Water  Board,  so 
that  said  board,  when  established,  may  be  em- 
powered to  act  as  the  agent  of  the  City  Council  in 
taking  lands,  water  rights,  etc.,  for  extension  of 
water  works,  came  from  the  Council  for  concur- 
rence. 

Alderman  Worthington— It  seems  to  me  that  we 
are  asking  the  Legislature  to  confer  upon  a  com- 
mission of  three  or  five  or  eight  a  power  that 
should  remain  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  City 
Government  of  Boston.  The  seizing  of  water 
rights,  the  taking  of  land  and  buildings,  and  the 
building  of  conduits  are  matters  of  immense 
importance  to  the  city.  Many  believe  the 
present  scheme  will  cost  from  $10,000,000  to  $12,- 
000,000;  I  have  no  doubt  it  will  cost  $10,000,000: 
and  are  we  going  to  commit  to  a  commission  of 
this  Government  the  final  decision  of  such  an  im- 
portant matter?  We  should  not  petition  the  Legis- 
lature for  any  power  that  will  take  from  the  City 
Council  the  right  to  act  upon  such  a  question ; 
we  should  not  petition  to  have  that  power  con- 
ferred by  the  Legislature  upon  any  committee 
or  board,  but  it  should  be  retained  in  the  City 
Council,  wrio  are  abundantly  able  to  judge  of  it. 
It  is  of  such  importance  that  every  member  of 
this  Bond  of  Aldermen  should  inform  himself, 
and  no  one  should  vote  upon  it  without  getting  as 
much  information  as  he  would  if  he  were  one  of 
the  commission.  I  therefore  hope  tnat  the  order 
will  not  pass,  but  that  the  right  will  remain  with 
the  City  Government  as  it  is  now,  and  not  be  con- 
ferred upon  any  committee  or  commission  to 
make  selections  of  land  and  water  rights  and  make 
appropriations  necessary  for  this  work. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  agree  fully  with  the  Alder- 
man, but  I  think  I  can  explain  to  him  that  this  ac- 
tion is  in  restriction  of  the  power  of  the  Water 
Board  and  an  enlargement  of  the  power  of  the 
City  Council.  His  understanding  of  the  order,  as 
it  reads,  is  very  natural,  as  it  would  seem  that  it  is 
intended  to  give  more  power  to  a  certain  board 
which  ii  is  proposed  to  create, — whereas  it  is  in-  , 
tended  tc  limit  their  power  and  make  it  certain 
that  they  are  to  act  as  the  agents,  when  so  instruct- 
ed by  the  City  Government.  The  order  under  which 
this  report  in  Bart  is  offered  reads  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
be  requested  to  consider  and  report,  if  deemed  ex- 
pedient, an  ordinance  to  unite  the  Cochituate  and 
Mystic  water  boards." 

la  the  absence  of  any  instructions  as  to  what 
sort  of  an  ordinance  should  be  reported  or  what 
sort  of  a  union  recommended,  the  committee  re- 
garded the  whole  subject  as  before  them,  presum- 
ing that  if   the  Council  had  desired  to  instruct 
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them  on  any  particular  point,  such  as  numbers, 
tenure  of  office,  mode  of.  appointment  or  election, 
payment  or  non-payment,  they  would  have  clone 
so.  In  this  view  and  in  order  to  a  propei  under- 
standing of  the  situa tion  those  of  the  committee 
who  are  new  members,  including  the  chairman, 
thought  it  their  duty  to  sturly  the  records  in  oiuer 
to  understand  the  reason  of  ihe  last  year's  failure 
of  trie  attempt  to  unite  these  two  boards,  and 
this  is  what  we  found:  February  9,  1874,  the 
chairman  or  the  Water  Committee  offered  an 
order,  "That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Water  he  requested  to  consider  and  report 
upon  the  expediencv  of  providing  hy  ordinance 
for  the  estahli:  huieot  of  a  single  board  to  exer- 
cise ihs  powers  now  vested  in  the  Cochituate  aud 
Mystic  water  boards,  the  members  of  which  shall 
be  appointed  hy  the  Mayor,  with  the  approval  of 
the  City  Council,  and  compensated  for  their  ser- 
vices." That  ordei  was  passed  Feb.  1G,  and  passed 
in  the  Council  Feb.  19.  On  this  order  the  commit- 
tee reported  jn  part  March  9,  reciting  that  a 
change  is  desirable  to  secure  economy  and  effi- 
ciency, and  without  attempting  then  to  designate 
the  form  of  the  organization,  recommended  that 
his  Honor  pt-  cition  the  General  Court  "for  an  act  to 
enable  the  City  Council  of  Boston  to  estaolish  a 
water  board,  and  tocouler  upon  it  authority  to 
exercise  all  or  any  of  the  powers,  now  vested  by 
statute  and  ordinance  in  the  Cochituate  Water 
Board  and  the  Mystic  Water  Board,  or  in  die  City 
Council,  in  relation  to  the  supply  and  distri- 
bution of  pure  water."  That  oicler  was 
passed  in  this  Board  March  9,  and  in  the 
Council  March  12  On  April  16  the  Water  Commit- 
tee reported  that  an  act  had  been  passed  and  rec- 
ommended an  ordinance,  under  the  same  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  the 
same  day  without  instructions.  On  May  18  that 
committee  made  two  reports — the  majority  that 
the  ordinance  ought  to  pass  in  a  new  draft,  the 
minority  that  it  ought  not  to  pass.  [City  Docs.  53 
and  54.]  After  long  debates  the  ordinance  as  re- 
ported by  the  majority  was  passed  in  the  upper 
branch,  June  29,  but  was  rejected  in  the  Common 
Council  July  16,  and  a  motion  to  reconsider  laid 
upon  the  table.  Upon  an  attentive  purusal 
■of  the  debates  it  appeared  that  apart 
from  the  general  objections  to  paid  and  ap- 
pointed boards  the  principal  objecti  in  to 
an  organization  under  this  act  lay  in  the 
phraseology  of  the  second  clause  of  the  second 
paragraph  of  the  first  section,  under  which  it  was 
claimed  that  the  proposed  board  was  given,  as  it 
were,  a  power  of  attorney  to  do  all  that  the 
City  Council  may  by  law  do  in  this  matter  without 
further  instructions.  The  City  Solicitor  gave  his 
official  opinion  that  such  was  not  the  construction 
of  the  act,  and  that  the  proposed  board  would  be 
constituted  an  ?gent  simply  to  take  instructions 
and  not  to  act  without  them.  But  it  appealed 
that  Mr.  Henry  W.  Paine  and  other  distinguished 
lawyers  were  of  a  different  opinion,  and  in  fact, 
on  reading  the  two  clauses  of  this  paragraph  a 
striking  difference  appears,  which  it  might  cer- 
tainly be  argued  implied  an  intention  to  grant 
more  extensive  powers  by  the  second  than  by  the 
first  clause.  The  first  clause  reads.  "The  said  board 
may  be  empowered  by  said  City  Council"  to  do  so 
and  so,  and  the  second  clause  contains  "and  is  also 
empowered  to  act  as  the  agent  of  the  city"  in 
doing  all  things  which  the  city  may  do  in  relation 
to  taking  lands,  etc.  Now  it  is  evident  that  had  the 
words  "maij  be"  been  used  in  both  clauses  this 
objection  that  the  agent  was  set  above  the  prin- 
cipal would  fall  to  the  ground.  And  the  com- 
mittee are  informed  that  they  were  so  used  in  the 
act  as  drafted  and  reported,  Cut  that  the  change 
was  made  in  the  committee  on  bills  in  the  third 
reading  for  no  particular  reason  except  for 
brevity.  Now  the  proposed  order  simply  con- 
templates a  restoration  of  the  words  "may  be"  of 
the  fiist  draft  in  place  of  the  word  "is,"  after 
which  the  committee  will  go  on  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  organizing  under  the  act  so  amend- 
ed, and  they  have  alreidy  appointed  a  hearing  for 
gentlemen  who  desire  to  oppose  the  same.  The 
passage  of  this  order  binds  us  to  nothing  what- 
ever, but  puts  the  act  in  such  a  condition  that  if 
the  City  Council  should  conclude  to  organize  un- 
der it,  we  may  do  so  safely. 

Alderman  Harris — No  matter  whether  such  leg- 
islation is  necessary  or  desirable,  I  cannot  but 
express  my  dissatisfaction  at  the  order  now  before 
us— emanating  as  it  does  from  the  committee  of 
whom  the  learned  Alderman  from  Ward  4  is  chair- 
man. I  am  somewhat  surprised  that  it  should 
have  been  reported.    It  will  be  remembered  that 


the  subject  referred  to  the  committee  was  simply 
to  consider  the  expediency  of  unitins:  the  Cochit- 
uate and  Mystic  boards.  Now  my  point,  Mr. 
Chairman,  is  this,  viz.,  that  a  distinct  specific  sub- 
ject was  referred  to  the  committee,  which  seems 
to  be  ignored,  for  they  report  an  order  asking  that 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  maybe  authorized  to  peti- 
tion the  Legislature  to  amend  one  of  the  statutes 
— a  matter  foieign  to  what  was  committed  to  them 
to  consider.  Here  there  seems  to  be  a  new  de- 
parture. Therefore  I  trust  the  order  will  not  pass, 
and  I  shall  vote  against  it. 

Alderman  Quincy— We  were  undoubtedly  or- 
dered to  consider  and  report,  if  deemed  expedient, 
an  ordinance  to  unite  the  two  boards,  and  it 
would  have  been  perfectly  competent  for  the  City 
Council  to  instruct  us  not  to  report  an  ordinance 
under  an  existing  statute  which  we  found  on  the 
statute  book.  But  in  considering  the  whole  mat- 
ter we  found  an  ordinance  upo.s  the  records  con- 
templating such  a  union  of  these  two  boards,  and 
we  supposed  we  had  a  right  to  consider  it.  If  it 
was  intended  for  us  to  ignore  that  act  altogether 
it  would  have  been  perfectly  competent  for  the 
City  Council  to  instruct  us. "  In  the  absence  of 
such  instructions  we  considered  that  the  whole 
matter  wa;  before  us,  ind  I  think  we  should  have 
erred  in  our  duty  if  we  had  ignored  the  proceed- 
ings of  last  year. 

Alderman  Prescott  moved  that  the  order  be 
laid  on  the  table. 

Lost  hy  a  rising  vote — 4  for,  7  against — and  the 
order  then  passed  in  concurrence. 

COMMUNICATIONS  FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

City  Messenger.  Communication  transmitting 
notice  of  appointment  of  Foster  M.  Spurr  as  first 
assistant,  and  Henry  B.  Lotts  as  second  assistant, 
for  the  ensuing  year.  Appointments  confirmed. 
Sent  down. 

Resignation.  The  following  was  received,  read 
and  referred  to  the  joint  specKl  committee  to 
nominate  candidates  for  overseers  of  the  poor, 
and  sent  down. 

Boston,  Feb.  27,  1875. 

Hon.  Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor  of  Boston :  Dear 
Sir — I  hereby  resign  my  place  as  an  Overseer  of 
the  Poor.  The  law  of  1873  requres  me  to  do  this 
or  hazard  my  own  interest  and  tnat  of  my  asso- 
ciates in  business.  I  am  grateful  to  the  several 
City  Councils  who  have  honored  me  by  so  of  ten 
electing  me  to  an  office  of  so  many  responsible 
and  delicate  duties.  While  I  regret,  very  much, 
the  severing  of  my  official  relations  with  the  gen- 
tlemen with  whom  I  have  been  associated  so  long 
and  sopleasantly ,  and  whoml  esteem  for  their  own 
worth,  and  for  the  intelligent  and  faithful  manner 
in  which  they  have  devoted  their  time  and  talents 
to  the  duties  of  their  office,  I  hope  the  provision 
for  the  appointment  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  as 
recommended  by  the  commission  to  revise  the 
city  charter,  will  be  retained,  as  that  seems  to 
offer  the  surest  guarantee  that  through  its  opera- 
tion the  best  men  will  be  secured  to  deal  with  one 
of  the  most  difficult  and  important  questions 
likely  to  arise  among  municipal  affairs. 
Very  respectfully, 

Joseph  Buckley, 
steam  engine. 

A  petition  was  received  from  W.  &  J.  Strider, 
for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  engine  and 
boiler  at  1755  Washington  street,  and  an  order 
was  passed  for  a  hearing  thereon  to  all  parties 
objecting,  on  Monday,  March  22,  at  four  o'clock 
P.  M. 

WEIGHERS  AND  INSPECTORS  OF  LIGHTERS. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  a  report  from  the 
joint  special  committee  to  nominate  candidates 
for  Weighers  and  Inspectors  of  Lighters,  recom- 
mending the  election  of  the  following  named: 
Edward  Hatch,  inspector  in  chief;  John  Kenney, 
John  J.  Caddigan,  John  C.  Brooks,  assistant  in- 
spectors. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  on  motion  of  Al- 
derman Harris  the  Board  proceeded  to  an  elec- 
tion. Aldermen  Harris  and  Pope  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  collect  ana  count  votes.  They 
reported- 
Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  for  a  choice 7 

Edward  Hatch  had 12 

John  Kenney 11 

Joh2  J.  Caddigan 9 

John  C.  Brooks 9 

Charles  C.  Davis 5 

John  Coughlin l 

And  Messrs.  Hatch,  Kenney,  Caddigan  and  Biooks 
were  declared  elected.    Sent  down. 
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STREET  DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Streets 
on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  orders  to  pay 
for  street  damages  as  follows: 

Sarah  P.  Tucker,  $3458.10,  for  land  taken  in 
name  of  James  Tucker,  2d,  by  widening  of  Bow- 
doin  street. 

Lucy  II.  Spooner,  $5870,  for  land  taken,  etc.,  by 
extension  of  Columbus  avenue  to  Park  squaie,an'd 
also  for  'mange  of  grade  of  said  avenue. 

Jeffrey  Richardson,  $14,292.92,  for  land  taken, 
etc.,  by  extension  of  Columbus  avenue  to  Park 
square  and  for  change  in  gjade  of  said  avenue. 

George  H.  Pike,  $33.25,  for  land  taken,  etc.,  by 
extension  of  West  Cottage  street. 

Ann  C.  G  y,  $1776,  for  land  taken,  etc.,  by  ex- 
temiou  of  West  Cottage  street. 

William  R.  Gs  y,  $2000,  for  land  taken,  etc.,  by 
extension  of  West  Cottage  street. 

Severally  read  once. 

DAMAGES  FOE  SEWER. 

Alderman  Harris,  lor  the  Committee  on  Sewers 
submitted  the  following: 

Order  to  pay  Betsey  J.  Pope  $221.90  for  land 
taken  and  damages  occasioned  b.y  the  construc- 
tion of  a  sewer  "between  Dudley  and  Quincy 
streets,  long  the  valley  of  the  brook  which  was 
formerly  tbe  division  between  Roxbury  a  id  Dor- 
chester," and  for  the  diversion  of  the  waters  of 
said  brook  throueh  said  sewer,  byaiesolve  and 
order  of  the  Bo  id  of  Allernien  Aug.  19, 1874. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses, submitted  reports  as  follows: 

Intelligence  Ufflces  Licensed — Diana  C.  Lang,  69 
Warrenton  street;  George  Brown,  11  Montgomery 
place  (transfeired  from  Warren  M.  Baker). 

Pawnbroker  Licensed— Charles  E.  Dole,  10  Port- 
land street. 

Minors'  Applications  Granted— Sixteen  news- 
boys. 

Auctioneer  Licensed— Albert  S.  Eaton,  72  North- 
ampton street. 

Wagon  Licesise  Granted— Alonzo  G.  Stockwell, 
18  Eustis  street. 

Hack  License  Granted— Cbailes  N.  Dean,  40 
Water  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

ACCOUNTS  OF  COLLECTORS    TO    BE  EXAMINED. 

Aldeimau  Bigelow  offered  the  following: 
Ordered.  That  the  Committee  on  the  Treasury 
Department  on  the  part  of  the  Board  o?  Alder- 
men be  authorized  and  directed  to  examine  the 
accounts  of  the  deputy  collectors  of  Taxes  con- 
nected with  the  City  Treasurer's  office;  and  also 
the  accounts  of  the  collectors  who  became  con- 
nected with  said  office  by  the  annexation  of  ad- 
joining cities  and  towns. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

WIDENING  SCHOOL  STREET. 

The  following  was  received: 

To  the  Honorable  City  Councd— The  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners  have  received  a  petition  for 
the  widening  of  School  street.  As  the  expense 
would  be  great,  and  as  legislation  is  necessary  to 
enable  the  city  to  erter  upon  the  church  estate  at 
the  corner  of  Tremont  street — under  the  only 
practicable  method  of  widening  the  street,  upon 
its  northerly  side — the  commissioners  respect- 
fully ask  for  the  sense  of  your  honorable  body 
upon  the  present  expediency  of  the  improvement, 
before  devoting  their  time  and  labor  to  the  pi.epa- 
ration  of  the  necessary  orders  i;nd  estimates  to  be 
sent  to  you  for  approval. 

For  the  Boa  id  of  Street  Commissioners, 

Newton  Talbot,  Chairman. 

The  Chairman— Is  it  the  pleasure  of  the  Board 
to  refer  the  communication  to  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Streets  ? 

Alderman  Worthiugton— If  I  am  not  mistaken 
that  matter  has  already  been  before  a  portion  of 
the  Committee  on  Street-!.  I  think  it  is  the  wish 
of  the  Street  Commissioners  to  know  whetner  this 
Board  of  Aldermen  are  desirous  of  spending 
money  this  year  to  widen  School  street.  It  is  a 
very  easy  matter  for  the  commissioners  to  go  on 
and  make  calculations  of  the  value  of  land  and 
arrange  for  the  widening  of  School  street,  but  I 
think  they  wish  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  express 
their  preference  whether  or  not  they  desire  it  to 
be  done  this  year.  If  it  is  desirable  to  go  on 
spending  money  for  widening  streets  as  we  have 
heretofore,  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
wish  to  know  that.    That  is  the  point  they  wish  to 


learn,  and  I  hope  the  Aldermen  will  express  their 
opinions,  that  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets  may 
know  what  the  wishes  of  the  Board  are  in  regard 
to  it. 

Alderman  Power — I  must  confess  that  I  do  not 
quite  understand  this.  I  wa?  under  the  impres- 
sion that  the  Street  Commissioners  were  appoint- 
ed for  the  express  purpose  of  considering  these 
matters  and  to  recommend  what,  in  their  judg- 
ment, it  wa«  expedient  for  the  City  Council  to  do. 
I  cannot  understand  why  they  have  any  diead  of 
assuming  the  responsibility  of  recommending  the 
widening  or  giving  tne  petitioners  leave  to  with- 
draw. The  matter  comes  before  us  in  rather  an 
irregular  way .  1  do  not  remember  that  a  docu- 
ment ever  came  from  them  in  that  »  ay  bef oi  e.  I 
have  always  been  under  the  impression  that  it  was 
their  expre-s  business  to  consider  the  laying  out 
and  widening  of  streets,  and  it  seems  to  me  that 
they  should  go  into  this  matter  first, — they  have 
fully  as  much  time  as  this  Boarn, — as  they  were 
selected  and  paid  for  that  purpose.  They  should 
consider  it  and  take  the  responsibility  of  either 
recommending  that  the  work  be  aone  or  giving 
the  petitioners  leave  to  withdraw. 

Alderman  Worthington — The  Street  Commis- 
sioners are  perfectly  willing  to  take  the  responsi- 
bility of  recommending  it,  but  they  desire  some 
expression  from  this  Board  of  Aldermen  as  a  part 
of  the  City  Government,  because  you  will  bear  in 
mind  that  the  city  of  Boston  now  have  no  power 
to  widen  this  street.  Before  we  can  do  it  we  must 
obtain  authority  from  the  Legislature  to  take  the 
land  on  the  burying  ground  and  move  the  church. 
It  is  idle  for  the  Street  Commissioners  to  make 
calculations  and  recommend  that  this  City  Gov- 
ernment petition  the  Legislature  for  that  power 
if  it  is  not  the  wish  of  the  city  to  spend  the  money 
thisyeai.  It  will  cost  some  four  or  five  hundred 
thousand  doJlatsto  widen  School  street  from  Wash- 
ington street  to  Tremont  strest,  and  the  commis- 
sioners are  entirely  right  in  desiring  to  know  what 
the  wish  of  this  Board  is.  The  Mayor,  in  his  in  augu- 
ral recommended  economy,  and  we  are  all  endeav- 
oring to  practise  economy  in  making  up  the  esti- 
mates for  the  coming  financial  year.  Now  comes 
this  question,  and  the  commissioners  waut  an  ex- 
pression of  opinion  from  this  Board.  Will  this 
Board  request  them  to  lay  out  and  widen 
streets  as  they  have  done  heretofore?  O*.  do  tl-ey 
want  to  practise  economy?  That  is  what  is  de- 
sired here  today,  and  I  think  it  is  right  and  proper 
that  they  should  have  an  expression  of  opinion 
from  this  Board  of  Aldermen.  The  commissioners 
have  no  hesitation  in  taking  the  responsibility, 
but  it  is  idle  for  them  to  expend  their  time — anct 
they  have  a  great  deal  to  do— if  nothing  will  come 
of  it.  If  it  is  the  intention  of  this  Board  to  stop 
spending  money  in  widening  streets,  it  is  idle  for 
the  commissioners  to  go  on.  Tney  want  the  Hoard 
of  Alderman  to  understand  that  we  must  petition 
the  Legislature  for  authority  to  widen  School 
street  before  it  is  done. 

Alderman  Power— It  seems  to  me  that  ev_n  in 
that  case  the  Sueet  Commissioners  should  first 
give  us  a  statement  of  the  facts— what  che  ex- 
pense will  be,  and  how  much  will  be  the  cost  of 
carrying  ouc  this  project.  After  going  all  over 
the  ground  it  will  then  be  perfectly  compete tit  for 
them  either  to  recommend  that  the  thing  should 
or  should  not  be  done.  It  is  not  possible  for  this 
Board  to  decide  the  matter  when  they  don't  know 
what  the  cost  will  be.  They  might,  perhaps,  think 
it  economy  to  do  it  now,  after  some  statement  of 
the  facts  in  the  case,— and  they  might  not.  My 
notion  of  it  is  that  it  is  not  economy  or  prudence 
for  the  city  to  do  it  this  year  ;  still,  I  don't  know 
but  that  my  mmd  might  be  changed  when  I  see  a 
statement  of  just  what  it  will  cost  to  make  tlis 
improvement. 

Alderman  Worthington — We  now  have  the  opin- 
ion of  one  Alderman  that  it  is  not  expedient  to 
make  this  improvement  this  year.  I  hope  other 
Aldermen  will  express  their  opinions  in  this  way. 
I  stated  when  I  was  up  that  it  would  cost  four  or 
five  hum  red  thousand  dollars.  That  is  enough 
for  us  to  know  today,  and  there  is  not  an  Alder- 
man here  toaay,  ?/ho  cannot  express  his  opiuion 
whether  or  Mot  we  should  go  on  and  spend  four 
or  five  hundred  thousaud  dollars  to  widen  School 
street.  That  is  all  the  commissioners  ask.  If  you 
say  economy,  they  will  stop;  if  you  mean  go  on, 
you  will  pass  an  order  petitioning  the  Legislature 
for  authority. 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  do  not  feel  that  I  can  vote 
intelligently  upon  this  subject.  I  want  more  in- 
formation from  the  Street  Commissioners.  I  d  o 
not  take  it  fcr  granted  that  the  cost  is  to  be  $400 ,- 
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000  or  $500,000 ;  it  may  be  $1,000,000.  If  they  want 
us  to  vote  intelligently  upou  the  subject,  let  them 
give  us  information. '  For  my  part  I  shall  vote 
against  any  street  improvements,  for  the  present, 
if  they  are  to  cost  anything  like  $400,000  or  $500,- 
000. 

Alderman  Power— The  Alderman  from  the  High- 
land District  says  the  Aldermen  know  all  about  it. 

1  don't  know  anything  about  it.  There  is  a  very 
large  estate  near  the  church  and  I  don't  know 
whether  the  city  will  have  to  pay  for  that;  I  don't 
know  the  quantity  of  land  to  be  taken, 'or the  value 
put  upon  the  land  by  the  owners,  or  the  value  of 
thb  structures.  I  have  an  idea,  but  it  might  be 
$400,000  or  $500,000,  or,  as  :he  gentleman  just  said, 
it  might  be  $1,000,000. 

Alderman  Wortbington— I  hope  the  Aldermen 
viill  express  their  opinions  upon  the  subject.  I 
don't  want  any  equivocation.  Let  us  stare  right, 
at  the  Beginning  of  the  year. 

Alderman  Power — I  want  information  upon  this 
subject.  As  we  cannot  get  it  fiom  the  Street 
Cocumissiooers,  and  as  we  can  get  it  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Streets,  1  have  no  objection 
to  its  Dsing  ieierred  to  that  committee.    . 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  move  as  an  amendment 
that  the  reference  be  with  instructions  to  report 
an  approximate  estimate  of  what  the  cost  of  the 
imorovemeat  will  be. 

Alderman  Wortbington— They  state  that  it  will 
be  between  four  and  five  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. I  think  the  commissioners  have  informed 
the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  pait  of  this 
Board  that  that  will  be  the  expense.  When  you 
talk  about  taking  the  church,  there  is  a  legal  ques- 
tion for  the  Legislature  and  the  courts  to  settle ; 
when  you  go  down  further  and  look  at  the  build- 
ings there,  we  know  whether  to  go  forward  or 
not.  Wa  all  know  it  will  cost  $400,000;  the  only 
question  is,  Are  you  ready  to  spend  the  money? 
Let  uc  have  an  opinion  upon  that,  that  we  may 
know  whether  to  go  to  the  Legislature  or  not. 
The  Joint  Committee  on  Streets  will  consider  it  if 
you  so  desire ;  but  that  does  not  give  the  inform- 
ation the  commissioners  desire.  We  can  go  to 
the  commissioners  and  ask  them  to  figure  upon 
it,  and  it  will  take  at  least  a  foi  might.  If 
you  are  going  to  do  anvthin-  this  year, 
say  so  today.  They  simply  ask  us  to 
get  the  power.  That  I  approve  of.  I  ap- 
prove of  getting  from  the  Legislature  all  the  pow- 
er that  we  can  for  the  improvement  of  the  ciiy. 
But  w°  want  to  know  where  we  are.  I  speak  as 
one  of  the  Committee  on  Streets.  I  know  what 
they  will  ask  when  they  come  together:  Is  it  the 
intention  of  the  City  Council  of  Boston  to  widen 
School  street  this  year?  That  is  all  the  commis- 
sionets  and  the  committee  ask.  Give  us  an -ex- 
pression of  opinion  as  to  your  intention. 

Alderman  Burrage — How  can  we  express  Our 
views  by  a  vote  on  this  question  as  it  now  stands 
before  the  Board? 

Alderman  Worthington — If  any  one  opposes  do- 
ing anything  this  year,  let  him  voce  against  refer- 
ring this  communication  to  the  Committee  on- 
Streets;  if  that  is  done  we  shall  all  understand 
that  it  is  not  the  wish  of  this  Board  to  spend  four 
or  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  widening 
School  street. 

Alderman  Quiney— I  have  no  objection  co  ob- 
taining my  information  fiom  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners, and  if  they  have  come  here  and  asked  us 
to  help  them  make  up  their  minds,  I  bave  no  ob- 
jection to  sending  it  to  one  of  our  committees.  I 
am  prepared  to  vote  either  way,  in  order  to  obtain 
the  information. 

Alderman  Barrage  —  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
correct  way  is  to  refer  it,  ano  then  have  the  ques- 
tion properly  before  us,  as  it  is  not  so  now,  in 
my  judgment. 

The  amendment  of  Alderman  Stebbins  was 
adopted,  and  the  communication  was  referred  to 
the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Streets,  with  in- 
struetiotjs  to  report  an  approximate  estimate  of 
the  cost  of  the  widening.    Sent  down. 

PAVING  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
submitted  reports  with  the  following  orders: 

Order  to  pay  James  Parker  $4327.44,  for  grade 
damages  on  his  estate  16  to  22  Kilcy  street;  said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Burnt  District  Loan. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  directed 
to  abate  the  sidewalk  assessment  of  seventeen 
dollars  and  ninety  cents  against  the  estate  of 
heirs  of  Hardy  Leach,  No.  376  Chelsea  street,  said 
heirs  being  unable  to  pay  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum   of   $87.72,  assessed  to 


David    Kevins,   Jr.,   for  sidewalk   on   Winthrop 
street,  Roxbury,  be  abated,  and  the  same  assess- 
ed to  heirs  of  George  Blackburn. 
Severally  read  once. 

PERMITS  FOR  STEAM  ENGINES. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Steam 
Eugines,  submitted  reports  on  petitions  previous- 
ly interred  to  them,  recommending  that  permits 
to  use  stationary  engines  be  granted  to  H.  F. 
WV.etler,  at  71  Lincoln  street,  and  Boston  Gas- 
light Company  at  the  coiner  of  Snowhill  and  Hull 
streets.    Severally  accepted. 

THE  PUBLIC  PARK  QUESTION. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott  the  Board  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  special  assignment  for  Ave 
o'clock  P.M.,  viz.,  Alderman  Prescott's  motion 
to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  amended  or- 
der for  the  Mayor  to  petition  the  General  Court 
for  authority  "co  purchase  or  otherwise  take 
land  within  the  limits  of  the  city"  for  the  purpose 
of  public  parks  was  rejected. 

Tha  order  as  rejected  is  as  follows,  with  the 
amendments  in  brackets : 

Ordered ,  That  his  honor  the  Maj  or  be  i  equested 
to  petition  the  Genual  Court,  now  in  session,  for 
the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the  city  to  pur- 
chase, or  otherwise  take,  lands  within  the  limits 
of  the  city  for  the  purpose  of  laying  out  public 
parks,  and  also  authorizing  the  assessment  of 
betterments  upon  'lie  adjoining  lands  benefited 
by  the  establishment  of  such  parks;  [provided, 
however,  that  no  expenditure  shall  b-  authorized 
or  made  tor  the  purchase  or  improvement  of  any 
land  exceeding  in  amounr  the  sum  raised  by  taxa- 
tion and  appropriated  by  the  City  Council  for  that 
purpose,  and  all  money  actually  received  by  the 
city  foi  betterments  assessed  upon-  adjoining 
lauds] ;  [said  act  not  to  take  effect  unless  ac- 
cepted by  a  majority  of  the  legal  vote.rs  present, 
and  voting  thereon  at  meetings  duly  called  for 
that  put  pose  in  the  several  wards.] 

Alderman  Pre»cott — The  only  leason  I  can  give 
the  B®ard,  Mr.  Chairman,  for  asking  to  have  this 
matter  again  opened  and  discussed,  is  i  he  impor- 
tance that  I  place  upon  it.  Agitated  and  dis- 
cussed for  the  last  five  years,  recommended  ear- 
nestly in  the  two  messages  of  his  honor  the  pres- 
ent Major,  and  having  received  the  thorough  in- 
vestigation of  an  able  commission  appointed  last 
year,  it  seems  to  me  rhat  it  is  a  subject  which  we 
should  not  pass  by  until  we  have  examined  it  in 
all  its  details.  The  first  movement  ever  made  by 
the  citizens  of  Boston  looking  towards  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  public  park  or  parks  was  in  the 
autumn  of  18G9;  and  inasmuch  as  the  bold  state- 
ment has  been  made  and  repeated  that  this  whole 
subject  of  pa-ks  9? as  urged  by  interested  specula- 
tors  to  fill  their  own  pockets  at  the  expense  of  the 
treasury  of  the  city,  [  desire  to  call  attention  to 
the  names  which  were  presented  to  this  Govern- 
ment in  that  autumn  of  1869,  asking  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  subject.  All  of  the  names  I 
will  not  read,  but  some  of  them  are  as  follows: 
Gardner  Brewer  &  Co.,  John  S.  Wright  &  Co., 
Francis  Skinner  &  Co.,  George  C.  Richardson  & 
Co.,  Faulkner,  Kimball  &  Co.,  Dale  Brothers  & 
Co.,  Leland,  Allen  &  Bate5:,  Kidder,  Peabody  & 
Co.,  Blake  Brothers  &  Co.,  William  F.  Weld, 
Franklin  Haven,  Georgv.  Tyler  Bigelow,  and  many 
otheis  of  the  same  stamp.  This  petition  was  re- 
ferred to  a  committee  of  the  City  Council  consist- 
ing of  three  Aldermen  and  five  Councilmen. 
They  gave  public  notice  in  the  newspapers  of  the 
date  of  a  hearing  upon  the  ^ubjrct  to  all  who 
favored  and  opposed  the  project.  I  have  here,  in 
City  Document  123  of  the  year  1869,  tne  full  report  of 
the  bearings  before  that  committee.  Many  leading 
gentlemen  of  the  city  appeared  before  that  com- 
mittee and  gave  strong  reasons  why,  in  their 
opinion,  this  matter  of  a  public  park  deserved 
favorable  consideration  from  the  City  Govern- 
ment. I  will  not  lead  the  entire  list,  but  among 
those  who  appeared  were  George  B.  Emerson, 
Hon.  Marshall  P.  Wilder,  George  B.  Upton,  Uriel 
H.  Crocker,  James  Haughton,  Horace  B.  Sargent, 
Hon.  E.  H.  Derby,  George  W.  Messing^r  and  a 
great  many  others.  I  fail  to  And  a  single  person 
appearing  before  that  committee  to  remonstrate 
against  the  city  of  Boston  taking  such  action. 
The  committee  reported  in  December  of  the  same 
year,  and  as  their  report  is  so  short  I  will  read  it: 

"In  order  to  obtain  a  definite  and  unmistakable 
expression  of  the  popular  feeling  upon  such  an 
important  subject,  the  committee,  immediately 
upon  theii  appointment,  invited  all  persons  inter- 
ested, either  for  or  against  the  project,  to  appear 
and  state  their  views.    Two  public'  hearings"  were 
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given,  which  were  attended  by  a  large  number, of 
prominent  gentlemen;  and  a  full  opportunity  was 
afforded  to  every  individual  who  had  anything  to 
offer  upon  the  subject.  Naturally  tae're  were 
many  differences  of  opinion  in  regard  to  location 
and  the  quantity  of  land  required;  but  it  was 
clearly  shown  by  the  views  expressed  before  the 
committee,  and  the  communications  and  com- 
ments in  the  daily  press,  that  the  people  were  in 
fdvor  of  some  action  on  the  part  of  the  City  (iov- 
ernment  looking  to  th  -  establishment,  at  an  early 
day,  of  one  large  park  or  several  small  parks  in 
Boston  or  the  immtdi ate  vicinity.  Much  informa- 
tion and.  many  valuable  suggestions  were  fur- 
nished to  the  committee,  which  are  presented 
herewith,  with  the  recommendation  that  they  be 
printed  for  the  futuie  use  of  the  Government.'  It 
seems  to  be  admitted  by  all  that,  as  the  popula- 
tion of  the  city  increases,  the  necessity  or  afford- 
ing some  additional  means  for  healthy  recreation 
will  increase  with  it,  and  finally  make  it  impera- 
tive. If  that  is  the  case,  the  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment at  the  present  time  is  clear.  Authority 
should  be  obtained  from  the  Legislature,  without 
dela\ ,  to  take  land  for  the  purpose,  and  as  soon  as 
a  suitable  location— one  sufficiently  accessible  to 
be  enjoyed  by  all  classes  of  oui  citizens — can  be 
fixed  upon  the  land  sbo  Id  be  stcured.  The  work 
of  laying  out  and  improving  the  giounds  may 
properly  be  delayed  to  suit  the  convenience  of  the 
Government,  or' for  a  better  condition  of  the 
finances  of  the  city;  but  there  can  hardly  be  a 
question  that  the  land  should  be  secuied  as  soon 
as  practicable." 

The  committee  unanimously  iecommei.de  I,  in 
accordance  with  these  views,  the  passage  of  the 
following  order : 

"Ordeied,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petrcioa  the  General  Court,  at  its  next  ses- 
sion, for  tne  patsa-.-  of  an  aci  authorizing  the 
City  Council  of  BostOi.  to  purchase,  or  otherwise 
take,  lands  in  Boston  ^r  its  vicinity  for  the  pur- 
pose of  laying  out  one  large  park,  or  several  small 
parks,  for  the  benefit  of  the  people." 

When  this  order  came  into  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men on  Dec.  20,  1869,  it  passed  two  readings 
without  an  opposing  voice.  It  went  down  1,0 
the  Common  Council  on  the  23d  of  the  same 
month,  and  passed  there  without  any  opposition 
whatever,  and  was  approved  by  the  Mayor  of  the 
city,  Dec.  24, 1869.  In  the  beginning  of  the  fol- 
lowing year,  1870,  a  commission  was  appointed, 
composed  in  part,  I  think,  of  members  of  the  Gov- 
ernment and  parties  not  members  of  the  Govern 
ment.  Hon.  William  Ga<ton,  afterwards  Mayor 
of  the  city,  and  now  Governor  of  the  State,  was  a 
member  of  that  commission.  They  reported  a  bill 
to  the  Legislature  asking  that  the  autl  ority  to 
take  la'd  be  gi  anted.  The  bill  was  amended  in 
several  particulars  in  the  interest  of  towns  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Boston  who  wished  to  realize  the 
benefit  of  this  improvement  themselves.  A  pro- 
vision was  put  in  that  the  act  should  not  take  ef- 
fect until  two-thirds  of  the  people  should  vote  in 
favor  of  it — two-thirds  of  those  voting — at  the  fol- 
lowing State  election.  It  was  also  provided  that 
there  should  be  a  general  board  or  park  commis- 
sion appointed,  in  part  by  the  State  and  in  part 
by  the  city,  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  act. 
These  features  of  the  bill  estranged  many  friends 
of  a  public  park  and  deterred  them  from  voting 
for  it.  Among  others  I  take  the  liberty  of  men- 
tioning the  name  of  Hon.  Henry  L.  Pierce, 
afterwards  Mayor  of  Boston,  who,  though 
strongly  in  favor  of  parks  for  the  peo- 
ple, did  not  feel  like  appointing  a  com- 
mission ^is  provided  by  the  Legislature.  Yet, 
notwithstanding  all  this,  when  it  was  submitted 
to  the  people  on  Nov.  19,  1870,  the  vote  of  the 
sixteen  wards  was  as  follows:  la  favor,  9233; 
against,  5916.  Sixty-three  out  of  every  100  vote  is 
w  ere  in  favor  of  the  act,  but  it  did  not  become  a 
law,  for  it  required  66%  out  of  every  100  voters. 
Thirteen  of  the  sixteen  wards  voted  for  the  act, 
Wards  1, 12  and  16  voting  against  it.  Those  voting 
strongest  m  favor  of  it  weie  the  wards  which  pay 
the  largest  taxes.  The  valuation  of  Boston  in 
that  year  (1870),  was  $584,000,000;  the  valuation 
of  the  tnirteen  wards  voting  in  favor  of 
this  act  was  $534,000,000;  the  valuation  of 
the  three  wards  voting  against  it  was  only 
$50.000,000— so  that  ninety  per  cent,  of  the 
valuation  of  Boston  voted  in  favor  of  accepting 
that  act.  The  wards  to  which  we  are  inclined  to 
look  for  men  of  intelligence  and  character  and 
high  standing  voted  very  strongly  in  favor  of  the 
act.  Ward  4  went  601  for,  320  against;  Ward  6, 
806  for,  228  against;  Ward  8,  550  lor,  172  against; 


Ward  9,  623  for,  368  against;  Ward  10,  794  for,  269 
against  (I  trust  the  Alderman  from  Ward  10  will 
remember  these  figures);  Ward  11,  739  for,  382 
agaiost. 

Aldeiman  Burrage — 1869  and  1874  are  two  differ- 
ent years. 

Alderman  fresco tt— During  the  following  year 
nothing  was  done  in  regard  to  the  matter,  in 
1871  ana  1872  Mr.  Gaston  was  Mayor  of  the  city. 
In  the  fall  of  1872  came  the  disastrous  conflagra- 
tion woich  swept  av/ay  alaige  portion  of  the  bu.-i- 
ness  part  of  the  city.  In  1873,  when  Mr.  Pierce 
assumed  the  position  of  Mayor,  the  city  was  in  no 
position,  after  such  a  calamity*  to  take  hold  of 
any  such  proposition;  but  in  1874,  when  hi^  hon- 
or the  present  Mayor  was  inaugurated,  he  dis- 
tinctly stated  his  views  in  regard  to  a  park  itj  his 
inaugural  address.  The  subject  was  reteued  to  a 
committee  of  the  C;tyaGoverument,  and  eventually 
a  commission,  composed  i-r  part  by  members  of 
the  Government,  aod  some  outside  persons,  was 
appointed,  to  whom  this  matter  was  leferred. 
They  gave  ihree  public  hearings  m  the  month  of 
June,  and  as  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12,  in 
his  lemarks,  when  this  subject  was  first  opened, 
stated  that  this  w^s,  meiely  a  scheme  of  land 
speculators,  who  were  all  the  parties  taking  an  in- 
terest in  the  matter,  I  have  taken  occasion  to  look 
at  the  reports  of  those  meetings.  The  first  meet- 
ing was  held  June  13,  the  second  on  the  17th  and 
the  third  on  the  20th.  They  were  called  for  the 
large  committee  room,  but  the  number  in  attend- 
ance was  so  large  that  they  adjourned  to  the 
Common  Council  chamber.  In  looking  over  the 
reports  of  the  hearings  given  in  the  newspapers 
of  the  day,  I  do  not  find  that  a  single  person  went 
there  to  object.  The  hearings  were  "advertised; 
friends  ami  opponents  of  the  measure  were  in- 
vited to  these  meetings  to  express  their  views. 
Inasmuch  as  the  character  of  those  who  have 
interested  thimselves  in  this  enterprise  has 
been  called  in  question,  I  should  like  to  direct  the 
attention  of  the  members  ox  the  Board  to  the 
names  of  the  parties  v/ho  appeared  there:  Uriel 
H.  Crocker,  B,.  H.  Dana,  Jr  ,  Edward  Adams,  Mr. 
Odiorne  and  others  appeared  at  the  first  hearing.  At 
the  secona  hearing  the  first  peison  who  appeared 
was  Thomas  Hills,  chaii man  of  the  Board  of  As- 
sessors of  the  city  of  Boston ;  E.  S.  Bernard,  T.  C. 
Amory,  Horace  B.  Sargent,  Mr.  Horton,  Otis 
Clapp,  Alanson  W.  Be?rd,  Kev.  E.  E.  Hale  and 
many  others.  I  should  not  read  the  names  of 
these  gentlemen  but  that  the  character  of  those 
interested  in  providing  breathing  places  for  the 
health  and  i  ornfoit  of  the  people  of  this  city  of 
Boston  has  been  brought  in  question. 

Alderman  Harris — Are  they  all  taxpayers  of  the 
city  of  Boston? 

Alderman  Prescott— I  think  the  Board  must  be 
aware  that  the  names  I  have  read  are  those  of 
prominent  citizens  of  Boston,  and  taxpayers. 
There  can  be  no  question  about  that.  The  re- 
mit of  those  deliberations  was  the  presentation  to 
the  City  Council  of  the  report  of  the  Park  Com- 
mission, the  statements  in  which  I  fearlessly  as- 
sert cannot  be  denied  or  disputed.  Its  arguments 
are  sound;  it  goes  into  the  question  of  the  present 
health  of  the  city;  it  suggests  as  a  remedy  the 
establishment  of  open  spaces  or  parks— or  by 
whatever  other  name  they  may  properly  be 
called  —  for  giving  the  people  or  this  city 
fresh  air  and  ventilation.  They  state  facts 
in  regard  to  the  parks  of  other  cities  which 
lender  it  conclusive  to  my  mind,  that  if 
Boston  should  embark  upon  anv  such  enter- 
prise as  this,  it  would  prove  remunerative  to  the 
city,  instead  of  being  a  burden  to  taxpayers. 
Much  has  been  said — especially  in  the  early  part 
of  this  discussion — in  regard  to  the  present 
health  ot  the  city  of  Boston.  Statements  and 
counter  statements  have  been  made;  but  of  this 
I  feel  assured,  that  the  health  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton is  not,  what  it  should  be,  nor  what  it  can  be 
made  with  proper  sewerage,  with  proper  spaces 
left  for  the  free  circulation  of  pure  air  over  the 
city;  and  uithout  going  into  the  statistics  or  ex- 
amining the  statements  made  by  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  12,  and  refuted,  it  seems  to  me,  by  the 
Alderman  from  Ward  6,  I  would  call  attention 
to  some  facts  stated  by  the  State  Board  of  Health 
during  the  last  four  years,  I  qrote  from  the  sec- 
ond annual  report  of  that  Board  in  1871: 

"Looking  now  at  the  general  death-rates  for  all 
ages,  we  see  a  very  great  disparity  in  the  several 
districts,  ranging  from  5.7  (District  28),  9.1  (Dis- 
trict 41)  and  9.8  (District  32),  up  to  the  enormous 
rate  of  37.9  in  a  thousand  in  District  42.  This  lat- 
ter region  is  low,  imperfectly  drained,  in  parts 
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densely  peopled  and  full  of  nuisances  which  have 
been  allowed  to  grow  and  fester  unchecked  by 
the  city  authorities.  Stony  Brook  between  Tre- 
uiont  street  a-:id  the  Providence  Railroad,  and  also 
in  tbe  neighborhood  of  Paiker  street,  has  beeu  * 
source  of  di  ease  to  all  tbe  dwellers  in  its  vicinity. 
'Xue  steacb  f  ornthts  neighborhood  h?s  been  olteu 
perceptible  during  the  past  -summer  at  the  dis- 
tance of  a  mile.  District  42  is  also  in  the  imme- 
diate neighborhood  and  under  the  influence  of  the 
sunken  tract  about  Ruggles  street,  in  District  37, 
on  which  water  has  been  standing  continually 
during  tbe  past  hot  summer.  Fortunately  the 
tract  m  question  is  hardly  peopled  as  5  et,  although 
covered  with  new  houses  which  must  be  raised  , 
lik/i  Church  and  Suffolk  street?,  at  a  vast  ex- 
pense, most  of  which  might  have  been  saved  if 
the  health  authorities  of  the  city  had  done  their 
r'uty.  District  21  is  next  most  fatal  to  lite.  It  is 
very  densely  peopled,  and  contains  the  worst  ten- 
ement bouses  in  Boston.  District  29,  with  its 
crowded  and  narrow  streets  leading  from  Harri- 
son avenue  to  the  South  Bay.  comes  next  in  01  der ; 
38,  24,  23,  30,  39  and  22  follow  not  far  behind  in 
their  latios  of  death  to  population.  The  death- 
rates  of  East  Boston  and  the  North  End  present  a 
contrast  which  is  uorthy  of  examination.  These 
districts  are  of  neatly  equal  population,  and  the 
numbers  of  all  ages  very  nearly  correspond,  yet 
the  mortality  in  one  is  half  as  gieat  again  as  in 
the  other.  One  is  crowded,  in  great  part  deprived 
of  sunlight,  and  full  of  nuisances;  the  other  has 
abundance  of  light  and  air.  Can  a  stronger  aigu- 
ment  be  offered  m  favor  of  providing  breathing 
spaces  for  the  people  than  is  presented  by  the  fig- 
ures in  the  first  two  horizontal  lines  of  our  second 
table,  from  one  end  to  the  other?-" 

Alderman  Power— Will  the  gentleman  state 
which  district  it  is  which  has  an  abundance  of 
light  and  air? 

Alderman  Prescott— It  undoubtedly  relets  to 
East  Boston.  Then  in  the  leportot  the  State 
Board  of  Health  fur  the  following  year  (1872),  I 
find  the  following  on  page  307: 

'■The  eau-es  of  pievent  ble  disease  specially  de- 
scribed in  our  report  of  last  year  (pp.  55-G2  and 
350-368)  remain  in  full  force.  They  exi«t  today  in 
Boston  as  the  causes  of  preventable  fire  existed  in 
Chicago  before  the  late  disaster — unheeded  by  the 
mass  of  the  people  intent  on  their  daily  business, 
and  suffered  to  remain  bv  those  whose  immediate 
duty  it  is  to  remove  them." 

And  011  page  309  of  the  same  report  I  find  the 
following: 

"The  same  wise  f 01  ecasfc  which  leads  our  com- 
mercial interests  to  widen  streets  and  make  bioad 
avenues  for  the  business  of  the  future  should 
lead  us,  through  the  teachings  of  h'raniflin's 
political  economy,  to  provid_e  for  the  preservation 
of  human  life  and  human  health;  for  these  are  as 
truly  wealth  as  are  cotton  or  iron." 

From  the  next  leport  of  the  same  Board  (1873)  I 
read  the  following: 

"The  health  report  of  the  chief  city  of  Massa- 
chusetts for  1872  is  of  an  unfavorable  character. 
Tbe  same  neglect  of  the  authorities  to  remove 
causes  of  disease,  perfectly  within  their  control, 
has  continued,  and  their  fffects  are  seeD  io  the 
extraordinary  number  of  deaths.  As  a  city  in- 
creases, the  mortality  will  inevitably  increase 
mire  rapidly  than  the  population,  unless  the 
means  of  repressing  disease  keei*  pace  with  the 
city's  giowth.  Bostou  hr.s  neglected  such  pro- 
visions, and  is  reaping  tbe  fruit  of  the  neglect." 

Then  I  quote  from  the  report  of  the  same  board 
in  tbe  year  1874— 

'The  death  rate  of  the  city  of  Boston  is  so  high 
as  to  make  thf  discovery  of  its  causes  a  matter  of 
the  deepest  interest  to  even  citizen.  7869  persons 
died  io  1873." 

In  regard  to  the  relative  health  of  the  city  of 
Boston  with  other  cities  of  the  countiy,  I  have  a 
table  before  me  which  gives  the  death  rate  of 
thirty- 6ve  cities;  Boston  stands  No  31  on  that 
list.  This,  I  think,  is  the  death  rate- 
Alderman  Po«er— Will  the  gentleman  stste  the 
year  be  alludes  to? 

Alderman  Prescott— I  think  it  is  1873. 

Alderman  Power — I  should  like  him  to  state 
definitely  what  year  it  is.    I  have  given  facts. 

Alderman  Prescott-  I  would  state  definitely  that 
it  is  either  1873  or  1872. 

Alderman  Power — Is  n't  the  gentleman  sure 
that  it  is  1872? 

Alderman  Prescott; — I  am  not  able  to  state. 

Alderman  Power -I  think  it  was  1872.  That 
happened  to  be  the  smallpox  year.    • 

Aklermao  Prescott— The  subj  ect  naturally  re- 


curs to  the  question  asked  by  so  honorable  a  body 
as  the  State  Board  of  Health,  What  is  the  reme- 
dy? It  seems  to  rne  that  tbe  report  of  tbe  Park 
Commission,  now  before  us,  suggests  a  remedy 
v\ Inch  will,  to  some  degtee  at  least,  increase  the 
good  health  and  diminish  the  de^th  rate  of  the 
city  of  Boston.  In  connection  sdt'i  this  matter,  I 
now  desirs  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  this  Board 
some  action  which  has  been  taken  by  leading  gen- 
tlemen of  this  city  in  regard  to  bringing  this  mat- 
ter before  the  Legislature.  This  action  was  taken 
when  it  se?med  that  by  a  tie  vote  in  this  Board 
the  City  Council  were  not  ready  to  take  auy  steps 
for  laying  ouc  apark.  Two  petitions  have  been  pre- 
sented to  the  Legislature,  both  dat  dFeb.9, 1875.  I 
might  read  the  names  of  these  petitioners,  but  it 
seems  to  be  hardly  neceusary ;  they  have  been  pub- 
lished in  the  papers  of  th^  day.  ana  comprise  the 
names  of  sou  e  of  the  most  influential  merchants 
and  business  men,  and  leading  members  of  the 
medical  profession  in  the  city  of  Boston.  One 
point  in  regard  to  this  matter  has  been  brought 
strcngly  to  the  attention  of  the  Board,  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  it  has  taken  up  more  than  a  fair 
share  of  the  discussion  on  the  establishment  of  a 
park  or  seiies  of  paiks;  and  that  is  in  regara  to 
the  present  positron  and  unhealthfulness"  of  the 
territory  on  the  Back  Bay.  I  believe  that  statis- 
tics will  show  that  50,000  people  are  liviug 
there  in  an  unhealthy  locality.  It  has  been 
snggected  in  connection  -with  this  subject, 
that  a  water  park  mighl  be  provided  for '  the 
health  of  the  citizens  of  Boston  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Parker  stieet,  by  means  of  which  our  sew- 
age might  be  more  readily  carried  off  than  at 
the  present  time.  I  ao  not  stand  nere  to  advocate 
the  location  of  a  water  park  in  that  locality,  or 
a  park  in  any  particular  locality;  but  I  do  claim 
that  the  experience  of  other  cities  lias  shown  us 
that  those  parks  which  have  beeu  established  in 
ether  places  have  beeu  beneficial  to  the  health  of 
the  people,  and  have  proved  remunerative  to  those 
cities.  We  must  provide,  in  this  matter,  not  only 
for  the  population  of  today,  but  of  the  future. 
Look  at  the  growth,  of  Boston ;  the  popu- 
lation was  40,000  in  1820,  60,000  in  1840.  177,000  in 
1860,  and  is  350,000  and  upwards  in  1875.  It  must  be 
apparent  to  everybody  that  the  few  open  spaces 
or  pleasure  grounds  where  thr  people  now  have  an 
opportunity  to  go  and  refresh  themselves  will  not 
be  sufficient  in  the  future  as  they  have  Deen  in  the 
past  We  have  Boston  Common  and  our  Public 
Garden,  and  a  few  insignificant  squares  in  distanr 
sections  of  the  city;  but  what  have  we  compared 
with  tbe  other  great  cities  ot  the  continent? — 
compared  with  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Brook- 
lyn ,  or  Chicago  ?  The  Aid  errnan  from  Ward  12  has 
stated  that  he  believes  (he honor  and  credit  of  the 
city  to  be  of  paramount  importar.ee.  I  fully  agree 
with  him  in  that  statement.  The  honor  and 
credit  of  the  city  of  Boston  are  of  paramount  im- 
portance; but  I  claim  that  it  is  neither  honorable 
nor  creditable  for  the  city  of  Boston  to  allow  this 
state  of  things  to  continue  longer  if  it  can  be 
prevented.  When  we  found,  on  the  10th  of  No- 
vember, 1872,  that  sixty-five  acres  of  the  business 
portion  of  the  city  had  been  burned  over,  and 
that  eighty  millions'  worth  of  property  had  been 
consumed,  lost,  what  did  the  city  do?  It  took 
hold  and  widened  and  extended  the  streets,  and 
made  broad  avenues  where  theie  had  beer,  car- 
row  places  before,  and  spent  not  less  tha-.  five 
or  six  millions  of  oo.lars.  Now  why 
should  not  some  of  the  money  which  the  taxpay- 
ers are  paying  into  the  treasury  be  put  where  it 
can  ce  made  to  conduce  to  the  health  and  com- 
fort of  the  people  just  as  well  as  it  can  in  the 
widening  of  streets  and  rendering  passage 
thiough  those  streets  more  easy.  We  are  pro- 
viding schools,  libraries,  hospital  buildings  and 
other  conveniences  unexcelled  by  any  other  city; 
but  what  are  we  doing  in  the  great  matter  of  pro- 
viding for  the  health  of  the  city? 

Alderman  Prescott  was  compelled  to  bring  his 
remarks  to  a  close  at  this  point,  on  account  of 
sickness. 

Alderman  Power— The  gentleman  from  Ward  9 
begsn  by  quoting  what  people  did  in  1869.  Of 
course  every  gentleman  well  knows  that  what 
might  have  been  prudent  for  this  Government  to 
do  in  that  year,  may  not  be  so  now;  the  <  ase  is 
entirely  altered.  Thete  is  n't  a  man  who  does 
business  in  Boston  and  holds  personal  property 
but  has  seen  at  least  twenty-five  per  cent,  of  it's 
value  wiped  out  since  that  time  bv  the  decline  in 
business.  Although  I  might  quite  readilvhave 
afforded  to  keep  a  carriage  and  tour  horses  at 
that  time,  I  find    it   quite    a   burden  to  keep  one 
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horse  now,  and  I  suppose  that  is  the  case  of  every 
business  man  in  Boston — he  finds  an  entirely  dif- 
ferent state  of  things  from  what  was  the  case  in 
former  years.  We  must  go  bai  k  to  first  principles 
and  practrse  the  economy  tbat  prevailed  before 
the  late  war;  tbere  is  no  question  aoout  that, — 
we  have  got  to  do  it.  Now,  .-ir,  tne  gentleman  has 
quoted  statements  from  the  Massachusetts  State 
Board  of  Health  which  prove  precisely  what 
I  have  stated.  He  quotes  East  Boston  as  being 
healthy  because  there  are  plenty  of  open  spaces 
there.  There  is  just  as  mucb  open  territory  in 
East  Boston  as  there  is  at  Parker  street,  and  it 
has  been  in  just  as  bad  condition  as  anyplace 
near  Barker  street,  anil  it  proves  just  what  I  have 
said,  that  where  drainage  empties  out  and  is  dif- 
fused in  the  open  air,  the  effect  is  soverysmal 
that  it  is  not  perceptible.  The  gentleman  has 
quoted  East  Boston  as  a  healthy  district,  and  the 
North  End,  where  there  is  n't  a  foot  of  matte  land 
except  around  the  wharves,  as  unhealthy,  while 
there  is  n't  a  better  drained  district  in  the  city, 
and  part  of  the  territory  in  East  Boston  is  worse 
than  that  near  Parker  street,  which  has  leen  al- 
luded to.  Then,  to  show  that  Boston  i  =  unbealtny, 
he  quoles  the  time  when  the  smallpox  ragediu  the 
city ;  but  he  did  not  tell  what  the  death  rat:  has 
been  since.  I  gave  figuies  which  ca'inot  be  con- 
troverted. Now,  sir,  1  would  ask  th;  Aldi-rmau  if 
he  kaows — it  appears  that  he  does  not— that  there 
are  more  open  spaces  in  this  ciiy  today  than  in 
at.y  other  city  m  the  Union  of  the  Same  size?  I 
defy  any  one  to  contradict  the  statement  that 
there  are  more  open  spaces  in  this  city  than  there 
are  in  any  other  city  m  this  Union  of  equal  size. 
There  is  n't  a  city  that  has  lavished  so  much  mon- 
ey to  make  open  spaces  as  Boston  has.  I  think  it 
has  wisely  been  put  into  the  streets,  beeanse  if  we 
do  not  protect  and  facilitate  our  business  we 
shall  not  w«nt  parks  or  anything  else.  That  is 
where  our  money  has  bf  en  well  spent  and  spent 
for  the  advantage  of  the  whole  people,  and  that  is 
where  v.  e  should  u;.e  it  if  we  have  any  to  spare. 
The  result  of  that  policy  is  that  we  have 
more  open  spaces  in  this  city  of  Boston  than  there 
a;e  in  any  ot^er  city  in  the  Union  of  equal  size.  I 
have  given  figures  relating  to  the  health  of  the 
people  living  on  this  istony  Brook  and  Parker-street 
territory  that  he  reft  is  to;  and  those  figures  can- 
not be  contradicted,  l  can  give  the  names  of  the 
people  if  he  desires  them.  Then  the  question  of 
sewerage  can  be  settled  by  those  most  competent 
to  do  so;  and  it  will  be  time  than  to  talk  about 
this  park  question.  Therefore  I  hope  the  matter 
will  not  be  reconsrdered. 

Alderman  O'Brien — In  rising  to  say  a  word  or 
two  on  the  park  question  I  do  not  presume  to 
think  that  anything  I  can  say  will  alter  the  vote  of 
this  Board.  This  great  improvement,  I  am  afraid, 
has  been  blocked  for  the  present,  and  this  action 
on  our  part  I  feel  will  be  a  public  loss.  I  am  sur- 
mised, however,  at  the  opposition  it  has  met  with, 
and  more  than  surprised  at  the  reasons  given  for 
this  opposition.  It  has  been  denounced  as  a  scheme 
for  the  unlimited  expenditure  of  public  money, 
and  wholly  in  the  interest  of  and  urged  on  by  land 
speculators.  The.se  assertions,  I  am  satisfied,  will 
not  bear  investigation.  I  have  beeo  led  to  believe 
that  the  series  of  parks  proposed  by  the  commis- 
sion, and  circling  the  city  at  all  points,  were  in  the 
interest  of  all  our  citizens,  benefiting  all  alike,  and 
nothing  has  been  said  that  convinces  me  to  the 
contrary.  These  assertions  may  answer  their  pur- 
pose in  prejudicing  the  publicmind  against  paiks, 
but  should  have  no  influence  m  this  Board. 
Will  the  proposed  parks  require  unlimited  ex- 
penditure of  public  money?  No  one  advocating 
the  measure  proposes  any  such  expenditure.  Two 
miles  south  of  City  Hall  is  about  the  centre  of 
Boston.  Bevond  this  point  is  a  large  amount  of 
vacant  land,  delightfully  located,"witb  a  grade 
seventy -five  to  100  feet  above  the  grade  of  the  city 
proper.  This  elevated  land  will  be  the  future 
residence  of  a  large  portion  of  our  citizens  when 
Boston  proper,  from  Charlestown  Bridge  to  the 
Roxbury  line,  will  be  devoted  to  business  pur- 
poses. A  portion  of  this  land  could  now  be  laid 
out  in  parks,  at  a  comparatively  small  ex- 
pense, adding  largely  to  the  taxable  value  of 
all  adjoining  lands,  if  this  City  Council 
so  desire;  or,  if  we  neglect  to  do  our 
duty,  it  will  be  built  up  to  suit  the  convenience  of 
land  owners  or  building  speculators,  with  narrow 
and  irregular  streets,  just  as  old  Boston  stands  +o- 
day,  and  which  has  already  cost  some  $26,000,000 
to  improve.  We  are  making  the.  same  mistake  to- 
day that  our  ancestors  did  when  Boston  was  first 
settled,  and  that  mistake  is  brought  home  to  our 


citizens  by  the  increased  taxation  for  street  im- 
provements. Already  it  it  announced  that  School 
street  must  be  widened;  th  at  Tremont  street  must 
be  widened  to  oie  bundled  feet  from  Court  to 
Boylston ;  that  Boylston  street  must  be  widened 
from  Charles  street  to  Washington  street ;  that 
Broadway  must  be  extended  to  Pleasant  street 
and  encircle  the  city,  and  that  Swett  street  must 
be  built  at  a  cose  of  nearly  half  a  million  dollars. 
The.e  improvements  are  going  on  exclusively  in 
one  direction.  It  is  also  announced  at  the  South 
End  tbat  Columbus  avenue  muse  be  extended 
through  Boston  Common,  and  the  ashes  of  the 
dead  must  be  disturbed,  and  the  Granary  Burying 
Ground  and  the  burying  ground  on  the  Common 
must  be  aiven  up  to  horse  railroads.  Even  the 
old  landmarks  are  not  respected.  These,  and  such 
as  thess,  are  the  expensive  improvements  that 
make  our  taxpayers  groan  today — the  mistakes  of 
a  previous  generation ;  and  shall  we  go  on  and  al- 
low the  most  beautiful  part  of  enlarged  Boston  to 
be  built  up  in  the  same  manner?  Are  the  pro- 
pose 1  p^rss  merely  in  the  interest  of  land  specu- 
lators ?  Suppose  that  every  foot  of  land  taken  for 
the  series  of  parks  proposed  by  the  commission 
was  bought  from  parties  who  might  be  termed 
land  speculators.  For  every  dollar  expended  for 
land,  ten,  twenty  and  fifty  dollars  would  be  ex- 
pended for  labor  as  years  roll  on  The  land  once 
secured,  it  woull  bs  almost  exclusively  the  work 
of  labor  to  complete  the  park--.  The  land  once  se- 
cured, it  would  be  the  work  of  labor  to  grade 
and  plant  and  b  autify  it.  No  improve- 
ment has  ever  been  commenced  in  Boston 
more  in  th  3  m  terest  of  labor  than  the  proposed 
series  of  parks.  If  then  this  great  improvement 
is  to  go  forth  by  the  unworthy  name  of  a  specula- 
tion, let  us  calf  it  by  its  true  name.  If  it  is  a 
speculation  it  is  a  speculatiau  more  in  the  interest 
of  workingmen  than  any  other  class.  Let  us  say 
to  the  workingmen,  now  crowded  together  in 
narrow  streets  and  badly  ventilated  dwellings, 
and  knocking  at  every  man's  door  for  something 
to  do,  that  we  will  r.ot  raise  a  band  either  to  give 
them  employment  or  a  breathing  place  for  health 
and  recreation.  Because  business  is  a  little  de- 
pressed, is  that  any  reason  why  all  public  improve- 
ments should  stop  ?  Such  a  doctrine  will  have  a 
more  baneful  influence  on  the  public  mindthan  any 
exaggerated  reports  of  the  death-rate  referred 
to  in  the  previous  discussion  of  this  question. 
When  men,  who  lunuence  legislation,  stand  up  in 
Congress  and  say  that  all  public  improvements 
must  stop  because  business  is  a  little  out  of  joint, 
when  the  same  sentiment  is  repeated  in  a  Massa- 
chusetts Legislature,  when  thp  representatives  of 
the  wealthy  city  of  Boston  say  that  all  improve- 
ments musi  cease,  because  business  is  depressed 
temporarily,  I  can  only  say,  God  help  the  working- 
man  who  looks  to  the  country,  the  State  or  the 
city  for  employment!  Our  private  citizens  do  not 
conduct  their  business  in  this  way.  A  great 
many  manufacturers  in  Massachusetts  have 
been  running  their  mills  at  a  loss  during 
the  year;  but  do  they  stop?  No.  They 
feel  under  some  obligation  to  the  thousands 
of  workmen  in  their  employ,  and  like  public-spir- 
ited citizens  go  on,  believing  that  the  average 
business  of  some  years  will  niske  them  good.  An- 
other argument  against  parks,  that  always  comes 
up  when  the  question  is  discussed,  is  our  beauti- 
ful suburbs.  I  should,  like  to  know  of  what  ad- 
vantage our  beautiful  suburbs  are  to  the  great 
mass  of  our  citizens?  Suppose,  for  instance,  any 
number  of  our  citizens  from  Wards  2,  7  and  12— J 
select  these  localities  because  they  are  crowded — 
find  their  way  outto  these  suburbs  during  the  sul- 
try days  of  July,  August  and  September,  for 
health,  recreation  or  fresh  air.  In  all  human  prob- 
ability they  would  be  warned  off  as  intruders ; 
they  would  have  no  alternative  but  to 
take  to  the  highways,  and  I  know  of 
no  more  uncomfortable  place  than  the  dusty  roads 
of  these  suburbs,  with  a  hot  sun  pouring  down 
upon  you.  I  have  travelled  these  roads  at  all 
seasons  of  the  year,  and  have  scarcely  met  a  strag- 
gler by  the  wayside.  This  talk  pbout  our  beauti- 
ful suburbs  be'iDg  any  benefit  to  the  mass  of  our 
people  is  sheer  nonsense.  They  are  owned,  occu- 
pied and  cultivated  by  our  wealthy  citizens  for 
their  own  pleasure  arid  enjoyment,  and  are  not 
common  property,  as  might  oe  inferred  by  out- 
siders, who  are  not  conversant  with  the  facts. 
That  thf,y  are  beautiful,  I  admit;  and 
that  is  a  strong  argument  why  a  portion 
of  them  should  be  secured  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  public,  befoie  it  is  too  late. 
The  sewerage  question  that  has  been  introduced 
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in  this  discussion  I  believe  should  be  discussed 
from  another  standpoint.  After  living;  at,  the 
South  End  some  twelve  3  ears,  I  believe  I  know 
something;  about  the  sewera-e  of  tnat  local- 
ity, aud  when  the  proper  lima  comes  I  will 
have  something  to  say  about  it.  So  far  as  this 
sewerage  question  is  concerned  in  relation  to 
parks,  the  matter  has  beenisuffioiently  discussed 
by  tbe  Aldermen  from  Wards  6  and  12.  I  was 
very  much  amused,  however,  by  the  description 
of  tbe  settlement  known  bv  the  odd  name  of 
Gravelly  Point,  by  tbe  Alderman  from  Ward  12, 
where  the  death  rate  is  so  small.  Are  the  Alder- 
men acquainted  with  the  locality?  I  wish  I  could 
describe  it  for  them.  A  low  marshy  country,  with 
the  mouth  of  a  huge  sewer  exposed  to  view, 
vomiting;  lorth  its  tilth  aud  dirt  in  an  open 
space.  It  is  plainly  seen  as  you  pass  along 
Parker  street  to  tbe  Highlands,  the  air 
filled  with  all  kinds  of  odors,  and  tne  sight  alone 
is  a  disgusting;  one.  In  tbis  neighborhood  is  Grav- 
elly Pomt,  where  ths  death  rate  is  so  small.  I  bave 
no  figures  to  contradict  those  of  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  12:  I  would  not  contradict  them  if  I 
could.  But  if  the  deatb  rate  i*  so  small 
in  that  locality,  I  must  say  tnat  the 
people  there  have  extraordinary  constitutions. 
I  should  like  to  have  this  petition  go  to  tbe 
Legislature.  The  gentlemen  who  oppose  it  now 
have  no  basis  for  their  opposition  but  the  timid 
one  that  it  may  do  harm.  Not  a  dollar  is  asked 
for,  and  until  large  expenditures  are  asked  for 
the  arguments  against  the  petition  have  no  foun- 
dation and  should  have  no  weight.  I  btlieve  we 
should  be  only  doing  our  duty  to  the  people  if  we 
make  some  progre-s  in  this  great  improvement. 

Alderman  Worthington — When  this  discus-sum 
was  up  before,  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12 
charged  that  it  was  entirely  a  project  for  the  ben- 
efit of  land  speculators  on  Back  Bay— to  improve 
their  land  and  get  tie  largest  possible  amount  of 
money  from  th;  city  for  their  land.  On  the  night 
that  we  voted  6  and  6  against  this  order,  there  was 
a  gentleman  in  this  room  who  ha«  taken  an  inter- 
est in  the  subject  of  parks  and  fiesh  air  for  the 
people.  After  leaving  h=re  be  sat  clown  and  chew 
up  a  petition  which  you  have  seen  presented  to 
the  Legislature  by  taxpayers  and  not  speculators; 
and  I  propose  to  show  you  the  amount  of  taxes 
the,y  pay  as  citizens  of  Boston. 

Alderman  Power— Has  the  gentleman  any  ob- 
jections to  giving  the  name  of  the  person  who  got 
up  the  petition? 

Alderman  Worthington — If  it  is  necessary  I  will 
give  his  name.  In  one  single  horn  on  the  next 
day  he  obtained  sixty-three  names  to  tbe  petition. 
He  was  iu  my  office  before  twelve  o'clock  the  next 
day  aud  assured  me  that  he  bad  obtained  them  in 
less  than  one  hour.  Here  are  the  names  of  the 
petitioners.  The  whole  amount  represented  by 
them— not  their  entire  property,  but  the  amount 
that  tbey  are  assessed  for— is  $12,367,200,  and  not 
one  of  them  is  a  land  speculator.  There  are  James 
L.  Little,  S.  K.  Lothrop,  William  S.  Appletou,  G. 
Washington  Warren,  Dr.  E.  H.  Clarke,  Benjamin 
E.  Bates— and  millions  behind— R.  H.  Eddy,  J. 
Huntington  Wolco>t— I  think  we  have  all  heard 
of  these  names. 

Alderman  Power — Will  the  gentleman  state 
whether  they  are  citizens  of  Boston? 

Alderman  Worthington — They  are  citizens  of 
Boston. 

Alderman  Power— Is  Mr.  Bates  a  citizen  of  Bos- 
ton? 

Alderman  Worthington — He  is,  and  lives  on  the 
Back  Bay.  S.  L.  Abbot,  Rev.  Edward  E.  Hale, 
Jonathan  Mason,  John  T.  Bush,  Edward  Atkinson 
— he  is  a  resident  of  Brooklme,  but  a  large  tax- 
payer in  Boston — Eben  N.  Horsford,  a  taxpayer  in 
Boston,  but  a  citizen  of  Cambridge,  and  a  gentle- 
man who  appreciates  the  importance  of  fresh  air. 

Alderman  Harris— "Will  the  gentleman  state 
what  Mr.  Horsford  pays  taxes  on? 

Alderman  Worthington— John  E.  Tyler,  James 
R.  Chadwick,  James  T.  Fields,  Theodore  Lyman, 
Charles  C.  Perkins,  Franklin  Haven  —  does  the 
gentleman  name  him  as  a  large  land  speculator  in 
Boston?  I  think  I  am  justified  in  saying  he  never 
speculated  in  a  foot  of  land  in  Boston  ;  he  is  trus- 
1ee  with  two  other?,  for  a  large  property  that  was 
purchased  of  the  Water  Power  Company  when  in 
straightened  circumstances,  but  they  do  not  offer 
it  to  the  city;  they  bought  it  because  the  Boston 
Water  Power  Company  must  have  money.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  some  parties  have  bought  land  ex- 
pecting to  make  money  on  it.  Even  the  Alder- 
man from  Ward  12,  when  he  buys  an  old 
steamboat,     does    it     to      make     money.      But 


tiiere  men  are  in  no  sense  land  speculators.  Thom- 
as Bouvc,  Edward  Warren,  Charles  Pickering, 
Edwaid  Adams,  Franklin  Hunt,  Edward  A.White, 
Joseph  Sawyer,  F.  W.  Pelton  David  Snow— and 
there  is  a  man  who  pays  taxes  on  $737,900  person- 
al property  and  land  in  Boston— Charles  E.  Fuller, 
J.Wiley  Edmands,  Peter  Haivey,  William  Awory, 
George  W.  Wales,  Henry  B.  Rogers,  H.  W.  Ben- 
ham,  H.W.Williams,  S.  D- na  Hayes,  Percival 
Eveiett,  S.D.Warren,  H.  P.  Bowuitch,  B.  Joy 
Jeffries,  Henry  P.  Kidder,  James  Lee,  Jr.,  George 
Snell,  R.  C.  Waterston,  George  C.  Rich- 
ardson— $624,600  for  rtal  estate  and  person- 
al for  himself  alone — Asa  P.  Potter,  Otis 
Shepa.rd,  E  R.  Mudge,  Edward  Lawrence, 
Samuel  H.  Russell,  D.  P.  Butler,  Henry  H.  Atkios. 
Those  were  only  a  few  names  obtained  in  less 
than  one  hour  for  a  petition  for  paras  around 
Boston.  If  these  names  could  be  obtained  in  one 
hour,  what  could  not  bave  been  obtained  if  they 
had  seen  fit  to  follow  it  up  for-  two  or  three  days, 
as  might  have  been  done  in  carrying  the  pecition 
about  Boston.  They  did  not  find  a  solid  man  who 
pays  large  taxes — not  one— who  refused;  and  yet 
the  gentleman  bases  his  whole  argument  upon  the 
taxpayers  of  Boston.  Now,  sir,  what  better  evi- 
dence do  we  want  that  tbi;  taxpayers  of  Boston 
favor  parks  than  this  single  petition  obtained  in 
less  than  oue  hour? 

Alderman  Barrage — I  thir.k  you  are  mistaken  in 
regard  to  no  one  having  refused  to  sign.  I  think 
I  know  of  some. 

Aldermao  Worthington — 1  was  informed  by  the 
gentleman  who  biought  the  petition  to  my  office 
— I  piinted  it  that  afternoon— that  he  did  not 
bave  one  single  person  refuse  to  s  ign  It,  of  the  en- 
tire number  to  whom  he  presented  it.  I  have 
no  doubt  but  that  some  may  have  refused. 
I  have  no  doubt  but  that  if  it  was  offered 
to  the  Alderman  from  Ward  10  he  would 
have  refused;  but  of  this  largs  petition  I  have 
been  informed  that  not  one  refused  of  those  who 
were  asked.  Now,  sir,  I  am  in  favor  of  the  city  of 
Boston  having  the  right  to  purchase  land  for 
parks,  when  the  City  Council  thinks  such  action 
advisable.  I  do  not  approve  of  the  Back  Bay 
Water  Park,  and  I  do  not  approve  of  mingling 
the  question  of  sewerage  with  this  one.  That 
subject  will  take  care  of  itself  and  it  should  not 
have  been  brought  into  this  at  all.  This  ii  simply 
to  obtain  the  right  to  take  land  for  parks.  We 
know  that  three  years  ago  there  w  as  a  large 
majority  in  favor  of  parks,  and  I  believe  there  is 
today.  That  we  need  parks  no  will  question ;  but 
that  they  can  be  laid  out  at  no  great  expense  we 
have  tbe  experience  of  every  city  in  the  United 
States  that  the  taxes  from  the  rise  in  the  value  of 
land  pays  the  interest  on  the  expenditure.  If  a 
man  owns  a  house,  and  pays  $20,000  for  it,  and 
the  income  from  that  house  pays  the  interest  on 
the  purchase  money,  is  he  out  of  pocket?  When 
the  Alderman  from  Ward  12  buys  an  old  steam- 
boat, and  gets  back  the  interest  on  what  he 
paid,  does  he  call  himself  out  of  pocket? 
Should  the  citizens  of  Boston  call  themselves 
out  of  pocket  when  they  get  back  all  they  have  paid 
out?  But  the  actual  value  of  tbe  park' in  dollars 
and  cents  is  nothing  compared  to  the  health  of 
tne  citizens.  I  am  in  favot  of  a  series  of  parks 
and  boulevards  being  laid  out  when  tbe  City 
Council  sees  fit.  I  am  in  favor  of  building  horse 
or  steam  railroads,  so  that  the  poorer  classes  of 
the  citizens  of  Boston  can  tide  there  at  a  small 
expense  and  have  tbe  privilege  of  going  into  the 
open  spaces  without  trespassing  upon  the  private 
grounds  of  any  one.  I  have  sometimes  ridden  out 
to  the  suburbs  of  Boston  and  have  seen 
the  poorer  classes  walking  about  there.  A 
n  an  and  his  wife  and  children  walking  in  the 
stieet,  come  up  in  tront  of  these  beautiful 
places  that  the  gentleman  calls  his  parks,  and 
what  do  they  see  directly  before  thern?  "Trespas- 
sers forbidden  upon  this  land."  And  there  is  no 
place  out  of  tbe  city  of  Boston  where  tbey  can  go 
and  walk  and  get  fresh  air.  That  is  a  sad  thing 
for  the  poor  of  Boston.  I  know  very  well  ho*  I 
wanted  fresh  air  wheo  I  first  came  r,o  Boston. 
I  came  from  the  hills  of  the  country,  and 
went  into  Congress  street  to  do  my  labor; 
but  on  Sunday  afternoon  I  used  to  "-alk 
six  or  eighi  miles  out  of  town  and  back 
again  for  the  privilege  ot  getting  up  into  the  High- 
lands and  breathing  a  little  fresh  air,  and  I  know 
that  I  came  back  to  my  work  on  Monday  a  great 
deal  better  th=/n  when  I  went  away  Saturday 
night.  It  we  could  have  a  park,  where  the  poor 
could  go  with  their  children  and  take  a  lunch,  and 
have  a  good  place  to  read  and  rest,  and  return  at 
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night,  we  should  h.we  less  deaths  in  the  city  of 
Boston.  1  care  rot  whether  they  should  go  from 
the  Highlands  or  from  Wards  7  and  12,  they  will 
come  back  a  gieat  deal  better  and  stronger  lor 
their  week's  labor;  the  children  would 
study  better  in  school,  and  the  whole  fam- 
ilv  would  be  better  for  the  exercise  in  the  free 
air  which  God  intended  they  should  breathe.  I 
hope  we  shall  pass  this  order,  so  that  when  the 
citizens  of  Boston  are  ready  for  a  series  of  parks, 
they  can  have  parks.  If  they  should  be  confined 
merely  to  the  Back  rsay  1  would  vote  against 
them;  but  I  hof>e  we  shall  have  a  series  of  Darks, 
and  help  to  bulla  a  railroad  to  them  and  through 
them,  as  has  been  done  in  Baltimore,  so  that  the 
people  will  not  be  charged  extravagant  car 
fares.  When  we  do  that  1  believe  we  shall  answer 
the  requirements  of  our  citizens,  and  our  votes 
will  be  cast  more  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  peo- 
ple than  any  other  thing;  we  can  do. 

Alderman  Power  in  i  he  chair. 

Alderman  Clark— I  did  not  intend  to  have  any- 
thing further  to  say  upon  this  subject,  but  I  have 
a  statement  which!  wish  to  make  in  regard  to  the 
improved  valuation  of  the  Back  Bay  territory  and 
the  amount  of  taxable  property  which  thf  se  land 
speculators  have  created  for'  the  city  of  Boston 
during  the  la^t  nineteen  years.  I  have  advocated, 
the  importance  of  this  measure  thus  far  purely  on 
sanitary  grounds,  not  because  I  am  not  in 
favor  of  park?  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the  word. 
I  btlieve  that  Boston  should  have  a  series  of  parks 
large  enough  to  compare  favorably  with  those  of 
other  cities  in  the  Union ;  and  I  believe  it  is  for 
the  inteiest  of  the  city  to  commence  laying  out 
such  a,  series  of  parks  as  we  shall  not  he  ashamed 
of  in  the  future.  But  I  believe  the  drainage  of  the 
city  should  receive  our  attention  first  of  all 
things  ;  and  that  in  order  to  accomplish  this  object, 
we  shall  find  it  for  our  interest  to  improve  a  sec- 
tion of  the  city  that  is  now  under  indictment  as  a 
public  nuisar.ce,  improve  it  by  creating  a  water 
basin  to  assist  the  sewerage,  and  in  making  the 
improvement  there,  an  area  more  beautiful  than 
the  Public,  Garden  can  be  obtained,  which  will  so 
enhance  the  value  of  the  surrounding  pioperty 
that  the  increased  valuation  will  in  a  very  short 
time  pay  the  entire  cost,  and  rid  the  city  of  what 
is  today  a  disgrace  to  a  civilized  community.  I 
wish  it  distinctly  understood  that  I  got  this  idea 
of  a  water  basin' from  an  eminent  engineer  in  the 
employ  of  the  city  today.  It  is  not  an  idea  of  my 
own.  I  do  not  prof  ess  to  b°  an  engineer  and  am 
not  competent  to  originate  such  an  idea;  but  I  did 
obtain  that  idea  from  an  eminent  engineer  em- 
ployed by  the  city  of  Boston.  There  is  not  the 
slightest  question  but  that,  if  this  commis- 
sion to  be  appointed  by  his  honor  the  Mayor 
should  decide  that  the  best  way — as  has  been 
stated  by  the  engineer  to  whom  1  refer — to  im- 
prove our  sewerage  would  be  to  create  a  water 
basin,  it  would  improve  the  territory  and  enhance 
the  value  of  the  suriounding  property  and  more 
than  pay  the  entire  cost  of  constructing  this  ba- 
sin. I,  for  one,  should  be  very  glad  to  join  a  com- 
pany of  men  to  take  that  territory  and  build  the 
reservoir,  and  get  my  money  back  out  of  the  en- 
hanced value  of  land.  If  there  is  so  much 
danger  of  land  speculators,  buy  more 
rich  oy  this  improvement  and  enhancing  proper- 
ty value  from  five  to  seven  millions,  as  stated 
by  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12,  let  the  city  take 
a  sufficient  quantity  of  land  to  completely  control 
the  surroundings,  and  sell  such  as  may  not  be 
needed  for  the  basin  for  building  purposes.  I 
h?ve  n't  the  slightest  doubt  but  there  will  be  a 
very  large  increase  in  the  valuation.  We  all  re- 
member when  the  land  around  the  Public  (harden 
was  not  worth  $1.50  per  foot.  It  is  only  a  few 
years  since.  What  could  the  city  have  made  had 
she  owned  the  land  surrounding  that  spot!  What 
has  she  made  by  the  increase  of  ,the  property 
as  it  stands  today?  An  increase  of  taxable  prop- 
erty of  more  than  thirty-four  millions  of  dollars, 
and  I  have  a  letter  showing  the  details : 

Assessors'  Office,  City  Hall,  ) 
Bostojst,  March  1, 1875.  J 
Alderman  John  T.  Clark:  Dear  Sir — In  accord- 
ance with  your  request,  I  have  examined  the 
records  of  our  department  to  ascertain  as  nearly 
as  may  be  the  comparative  valuation  of  the  Back 
Bay  Basin  in  1855  and  for  the  current  financial 
year.  It  being  impossible  to  fix  the  line  which 
formerly  ran  between  the  land  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton and  others,  and  the  flats  of  the  Boston  Water 
Power  Company,  near  Tremont  street  and  in  some 
parts  of  Roxbury,  for  the  purpose  of  this  estima- 


tion, I  have  taken  an  arbitrary  line  clearly  within 
the  lines  of  the  Back  Bay  Basin.  The  line  may  be 
described  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  the  corner  of  Beacon  and  Arling- 
ton streets,  through  Arlington,  Ferdinand,  Chan- 
dler and  Berkeley  streets  to  Warren  avenue ;  then 
through  vVarren  andCclombus  avenues  to  Camden 
street,  through  the  said  street  and  by  t*-e  Old  Dyke 
(so  called)  to  the  marshes  lecentiy  sold  by  the 
Boston  Water  Power  Company  to  the  Boston  Band 
Company  on  the  east  side  of  Parker  street;  thence 
crossing  Parker  street  and  following  the  line  of 
the  creek  and  including  th»  Island  Marshes  (so 
called)  to  the  channel  of  Muddy  River,  which  was 
the  ancient  boundary  between  Roxbury  and 
Brookline;  thence  by  the  said  boundary  line  to 
Beacon  street  and  by  the  centre  of  that  street  to 
the  point  of  beginning. 

All  of  the  real  estate  assessed  to  the  Boston 
Water  Power  Company  in  1855,  within  this 
line,  by  the  city  of  Boston,  amounted  to $900,000 

By  the  city  of  Roxbury 14,500 

Total  assessed  to  that  company  in  1855 $914,500 

Total  amount  assessed  to  other  persons  by  the 
city  of  Roxbury  in  1855 128,009 


Total  assessed  value  in  1855 $1,042,500 

The  amount  assessed  in  this  basin  in  1874  was  as 
follows : 

Other  persons 
Boston  Water  and 

Power  Co.  corporations. 

AVard  15 $  1 ,604,500  $2,929,400 

6 506,700  13,921,400 

9 13,269,200 

"       11 16.500  1,976,000 

$32,096,000 
2,127,700 


Total $2,127,700 


Total  assessment $34,223,700 

In  addition  to  these  amounts  should  be  added 
the  value  of  the  filled  land  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, estimated  by  the  commis- 
sioners at $1,000,000 

And  property  of  the  city  and  of  churches, 
charitable  and  literary  institutions,  and 
of  land  sold  by  the  State  not  yet  taxable. .     4,688,900 

I  cannot  claim  that  these  figures  are  strictly 
accurate,  as  it  is  impossible  to  find  on  the 
records  of  the  city  of  Roxbury  for  1855 
all  the  estates  within  the  line  above 
described.  The  property  being  consider- 
ed of  small  value,  some  of  the  land  was 
probably  not  assessed.  But,  making 
proper  allowance  for  those  estates  which 
cannot  be  f  ouud  in  the  record  of  1855,  the 
total  valuation  of  that  year  cannot  have 

exceeded 1 ,100,000 

for  the  whole   territory,  including  that 
now  devoted  to  streets  and  public  squares. 

Against  this  amount  can  be  put  the  valuation 

of  May  last 40,012,600 


Showing  an  increase  of  property  of 38,912,600 

From  which  deduct  exempt  property 4,688,900 

The  taxable  value  is  shown  as $34,223,700 

And.  the  taxable  increase  is 33.123,700 

Very  respectfully, 

Thomas  Hills, 

Ch.  Assessors. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  these  are  the  factj,  taken 
from  the  Assessors'  books  this  very  first  day  of 
March,  1875.  The  increase  of  the  taxable  valua- 
tion of  real  estate  is  $33,123,700,  and,  at.  the  rate  of 
$15.60,  the  city  derives  $500,000  in  taxes  from  this 
territory.  That  is  the  property  which  these  land 
speculators  have  created  for  the  city  of  Boston. 
In  addition  to  this,  personal  property  has  in- 
creased immensely  in  this  territory,  inasmuch  as, 
had  it  not  been  filled  up,  many  of  the  people  who 
have  been  compelled  to  move  may  have  been  driven 
into  the  adjoining  towns,  and  we  have,  perhaps, 
enough  to  carry  it  up  to  fifty  or  sixty  millions. 
This  is  what  these  land  speculators  have  done  for 
the  city.  They  have  created  thirty-four  millions 
of  taxable  property,  giving  us  an  annual  income 
of  over  $500,000.  The  city  has  paid  out  no  money 
upon  this  improvement  with  the  sole  exception  of 
gradrng  the  streets  after  they  have  been  deeded  to 
the  city— possibly  a  bridge  may  have  been  built 
across  Berkeley  street;  that  I  do  not  remember. 
But  they  have  not  given  a  dollar  towards  the  con- 
struction of  the  streets ;  and  this  is  what  has  been 
done  for  the  city  by  these  land  speculators. 
Now  a  great  many  of  these  same  par- 
ties who  live  on  that  territory  have  come 
here  and  asked  us  to  do  something  in  the 
way  of  establishing  public  parks  and  improving 
the  drainage  in  that  section  and  in  all  sections  of 
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the  city.  But  finding  that  we  would  not  be  likely 
to  agree  ar.d  request  the  Mayor  to  petition  the 
Legislature  for  authority  to  take  lands  for  the 
purpose,  they  have  gone  directly  to  the  Legisla- 
ture themselves.  The  character  of  those  men 
should  certainly  receive  some  consideration  from 
our  hands ;  they  are  not  land  speculators  or  men 
engaged  in  speculation  to  any  great  extent.  It 
seems  to  me  that  we  should  do  no  nioie  than 
our  duty  if  we  assist  them  to  obiain 
the  right  to  take  land  to  imprvoe  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  city.  And  by 
the  sanitary  condition  of  the  city  I  mean  every- 
thing that  tends  to  improve  the  health  of  the  citi- 
zens, whether  it  be  drainage  or  public  parks.  The 
arguments  adduced  this  afternoon  by  the  Alder- 
man f  i  om  Ward  9  in  regard  to  what  the  people  in 
former  years  have  done  are  a  strong  reason  why 
we  should  not  refuse  to  ask  the  Mayor  to  petition 
for  authority  for  this  purpose.  1  have  not  at- 
tempted, nor  do  I,  at  the  present  time,  intend  to 
discuss  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  question,  or 
the  propriety  of  spending;  large  sums  of  money 
upon  public  parks  at  the  present  time.  But 
there  has  n't  been  a  public  park  established 
in  this  country  that  has  not  been  of  vast, 
benefit  to  the  health  of  the  citizens,  and 
there  is  no  reason  why  the  same  result  should 
not  follow  in  Boston  that  has  been  obtained  in 
New  York,  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore. '  I  might 
go  on  and  elaborate  upon  the  character  of  the 
people  who  came  before  the  committee  of  1869:  I 
might  read  extracts  from  the  remarks  made  be- 
fore the  commission,  but  it  is  wholly  unnecessary 
at  the  present  time.  There  is  no  question  but  that 
when  such  men  as  Marshall  P.  Wilder,  George  B. 
Upton,  George  B.  Emerson  and  men  of  that  class 
come  here  and  advocate  the  propriety  of  the  city 
building  parks  they  do  so  for  the  interest 
of  the  people.  It  is  not  a  piivate  spec- 
ulation, but  wholly  in  the  interest  of  the 
people.  Another  reason  for  reconsideration  is 
this:  We  have  requested  the  Mayor  to  appoint  a 
commission  to  examine  into  the  subject  of  drain- 
age. Now,  there  can  be  no  harm  in  obtaining 
from  the  Legislature  the  right  to  take  lands, 
either  by  purchase  or  otherwise,  for  such  pur- 
poses as  that  commission  may  recommend.  If 
they  do  not  recommen  1  the  taking  of  land  for  a 
water  basin,  or  the  establishment  of  parks,  we 
are  not  obliged  to  do  it  unless  we  so  desire.  It 
does  seem  to  me  that,  taking  all  these  things  into 
consideration,  we  should  leconsider  this  vote,  and 
lay  the  order  upon  the  table  for  the  time  being, 
or  else  pass  it,  and  obtaiu  the  authority  to  take 
lands  when  we  so  desire. 

Alderman  Sebbins — Since  this  question  was 
first  brought  before  the  City  Council  of  the  pres- 
ent year  its  aspect  has  changed  somewhat.  At 
first  it  was  proposed  for  the  city  to  obtain  author- 
ity from  the  Legislature  to  lay  out  a  series  of  pub- 
lic parks,  but  by  the  action  of  this  Boarlatthe 
last  meeting  it  has  assumed  a  somewhat  different 
shape.  The  Mayor  is  authorized  to  appoint  a 
commission,  who  shall  consider  the  subject  of 
drainage,  and  more  especially  with  reference  to  a 
water  park  or  large  flushing  basin  in  connection 
with  the  present  system  of  sewerage.  Now,  when 
these  commissioners,  if  they  are  appointed,  shall 
have  concluded  their  labors  and  report  that  it  is 
advisable  for  the  health  of  the  city  to  have  such  a 
large  basin  established,  I  can  see  that  it  would 
be  desirable  for  the  city  to  have  authority  to  do 
so.  I  shall,  therefore,  favor  the  reconsideration; 
if  it  prevails  I  shall  offer  an  amendment,  and  if  it 
is  adopted  I  shal  vote  for  the  order.  Ihe  ques- 
tion has  also  assumed  a  different  shape  within  the 
last  few  days  by  the  presentation  of  a  petition  to 
the  Legislature  by  many  citizens,  asking  for  the 
same  authority  for  the  city.  I  have  not  changed 
my  own  judgment  as  to  the  advisability  of  the 
city  laying  out  these  parks  at  the  present  time, but 
I  am  willing  to  have  these  gpntlemen  go  to  the 
Legislature  and  pieseot  their  case.  It  will  de- 
volve upon  Messrs.  Edward  Lawrence,  E.  R. 
Mudge,  ana  James  L.  Little,  who  are  large  tax- 
payers, to  prove  to  the  Legislature  that  a  park  is 
for  the  interest  of  the  city ;  and  if  they  establish 
that  fact  and  the  Legislature  shall  so  vote,  and  the 
citizens  of  Boston  concur,  I  am  content,  although 
™-.V  judgment  is  entirely  adverse  to  the  establish- 
men^of  parks.  In  regard  to  the  improvement  of  our 
sewerage,  I  am  heartily  in  favor  of  that,  and 
would  vote  to  spend  a  large  amount  to  bring  that 
about. 

Alderman  Harris — I  desire  to  stale  that  I  have 
paired  off  with  Alderman  Prescott,  and  ask  to  be 
excused  from  voting. 


The  motion  to  reconsider  prevailed  —  yeas  6, 
nays  4: 

Yeas— Alder  in  en  Bigelow,  Clark,  O'Brien,  Quin- 
cy,  Stebbins,  Worthington— 6. 

Nays — Aldermen  Burrage,  Pope,  Power,  Viles 
—4. 

The  question  was  upon  the  passage  of  the  order 
as  given  above,  with  the  amendments. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  move  to  ameud  so  that 
the  vote  shall  be  taken  at  the  next  State  election. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Alderman  Clark — It  seems  to  me  that  one  of  the 
amendments  would  be  fatal  to  the  bill,  inasmuch 
as  it  provides  that  no  money  shall  be  expended 
except  what  is  raised  each  year  by  direct  taxa- 
tion. If  this  commission  should  report  that  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  to  make  certain  improve- 
ments, they  might  cost  more  than  it  would  be  ex- 
pedient to  put  into  the  tax  levy  for  the  coming 
year.  These  improvements  will  be  for  the  benefit 
of  coming  generations,  and  it  does  not  seem  to  me 
that  we  ought  to  pay  for  the  entire  expense  as  we 
go  along.  I  am  willing  to  follow  the  advice 
of  his  honor  the  Mayor,  that  if  anything  should 
be  done  for  parks — if  land  is  purchased,  for 
instance — no  improvements  should  be  made 
except  by  money  raised  by  taxation  during  the 
current  year.  But  if  this  Commission  should  say 
that  it  is  necessary  to  raise  money  for  sanitary 
purposes,  it  would  hardly  be  fair  to  put  the  total 
amount  into  the  tax  levy  of  1875  or  1876.  There- 
fore I  move  to  strike  out  the  amendment  relating 
to  putting  the  cost  of  the  improvements  each  year 
into  the  tax  levy. 

Alderman  Burrage — I  hope  that  motion  will  not 
be  carried,  for  the  reason  that  I  gave  the  other 
day,  that  it  is  very  injudicious  to  increase  our 
public  debt  at  the  present  time.  As  was  said 
then,  the  interest  on  the  aebt  (exclusive  of  the 
water  loan)  in  1873-74  amounted  to  $25  per  head 
for  the  70,199  assessed  polls  in  the  city,  and  one- 
fifth  of  the  whole  tax  levy  went  to  the  payn.ent 
of  interest.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  inadvisable 
to  increase  the  debt  of  the  city  now  unless 
for  such  a  matter  as  a  supply  of  water, 
which  is  a  necessity,  and  which,  in  fact,  pays 
for  the  expenditure,  or  at  least  pays  the  in- 
terest. I  regret  that  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  8  has  changed  his  position,  and  1  think  he 
begins  to  see  the  difficulty  already.  If  the  ques- 
tions of  a  public  park  and  sewerage  are  divided, 
that  is  another  thing.  A  good  system  of  sewerage 
is  necessary  for  the  city  ;  but  parks  are  a  luxury, 
and  we  can  dispense  with  them.  I  think  it  can  be 
shown  that  all  improvements  of  new  territory 
have  cost  as  much  as  has  been  received  from  the 
increased  taxes  on  the  enhanced  valuation ;  and 
there  will  always  be  as  much  money  spent  on  this 
territory  when  improved  as  you  will  get  from  the 
higher  valuation.  I  don't  think  you  will  find 
that  the  improvements  reduce  the  rate  of  taxa- 
tion. Certainly  t'oey  have  not  in  New  York  or 
Boston.  In  New  York  it  hasn't  increased  the 
rate,  because  they  have  continued  to  run  deeper 
in  debt.  The  net  debt  of  the  city  is  now  one  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  millions.  In  the  last  three  years 
under  a  reform  government,  it  has  increased 
eleven  millions  a  year,  and  the  three  years  pre- 
vious to  that  the  increase  was  eighteen  millions  a 
year. 

That  must  stop  somewhere  or  else  New  York 
will  go  to  the  dogs.  There  is  no  question  about 
that.  They  will  kill  the  goose  which  lays  the 
golden  egg;  it  will  be  impossible  to  do  business 
there.  And  it  will  be  so  in  Boston.  If  you  drive 
business  away,  of  what  use  will  be  your  parks? 
It  seems  to  me  to  be  a  vital  matter  that  we  should 
not  increase  the  indebtedness  of  the  city  unless  it 
is  for  something  of  absolute  importance  to  the 
health  of  the  city. 

Alderman  Quincy— The  last  words  of  the  Alder- 
man are  correct— "unless  for  sonaethinq,  impor- 
tant to  the  health  of  the  city."  I  think  that  it  is 
of  absolute  importance  to  the  health  of  the  city 
to  increase  the  debt  in  order  to  have  good  sewer- 
age and  decrease  the  present  extravagant  death 
rate. 

Alderman  Clark — The  rate  of  taxation  in  Boston 
is  a  little  high  just  now,  but  we  don't  propose  to 
keep  it  there  a  great  while.  Prior  to  the  great  fire 
the  rate  was  very  rapidly  reduced.  When  the  rate 
is  reduced  from  $13  to  $11  in  a  few  years,  that  is 
about  as  fast  as  it  can  be  done.  There  is  no  ques- 
tion but  that  the  rate  can  be  reduced  within  the 
next  few  years  to  what  it  was  before  the  great 
fire.  It  is  n't  to  be  supposed  that  what  the 
city  of  Boston  did  after  the  great  fire,  when 
she  expended  five  or  six  millions   in  one   year 
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for  widening  streets,  will  be  doue  again.  It 
then  did  what  it  would  not  otherwise  have 
done  in  five  or  ten  years.  A  fortnight 
atter  the  great  fire  the  citizens  said,  Let  us 
improve  that  territory.  The  Alderman  fioui  Ward 
10  has  he  en  benefited  by  that  improvement  and 
the  creating  of  that  debt;  and  so  have  other  citi- 
zens. I  admit  that  th<?  rate  of  taxation  is  high; 
but  does  it  frighten  any  of  us  that  we  have  this 
thirty-three  millions  of  additional  taxable  prop- 
erty and  get  $500,000  out  of  it  per  annum,  which 
we  would  n't  hav-  had  if  these  land  speculators 
on  tbe  Back  Bay  had  n't  made  it  for  us  ?  We  are 
so  much  richer  for  having  tbis  improved  terri- 
tory. I  want  it  distinctly  understood  tbat  I  am  in 
favor  of  parks,  and  I  don't  believe  we  can  af- 
ford to  do  without  them.  If  v.e  establish 
a  public  pai  k  the  increased  valuation  of  tbe  sur- 
lp u riding  property  will  pay  for  the  entire  expen- 
diture for  tbe  purchase  of  the  land,  and  the  im- 
provement of  it  for  ten  years,  whether  laid  out  in 
Wards  6,  16  or  17.  That  is  th's  experience  of  every, 
city  in  the  Union,  and  there  is  no  reason  it  should 
not  be  so  in  Boston.  Business  is  dull  just  no*  ; 
every  one  in  tr  .de  is  aware  of  that.  But  that  is 
no  sign  tbat  it  is  goinsr  to  remain  so  forever.  We 
have  al  way  had  just  such  times  as  these  every 
few  years;  but  I  believe  that  those  in  business 
will  see  as  good  times  during  the  next 
few  mouths  as  they  have  ever  seen  in 
the  city  of  Boston.  We  cannot  afford 
to  stop  these  public  improvements.  Every 
improvement  made  in  the  city  of  Boston  for  the 
last  five  years  has  made  the  city  richer.  No  mem- 
ber of  this  Bo  rd  would  have  the  streets  put  back 
where  they  were  ten  years  ago  if  he  could,  even  if 
the  rate  of  taxation  were  reduced  titty  per  cent. 
I  trust  the  motion  to  sti  ike  out  that  amendment 
will  prevail.  It  is  n't  worth  while  for  us  to  pay 
over  a  certain  amount  each  year  for  sanitary 
measures  and  that  amendment  would  perhaps 
prohibit  the  cariying  out  of  any  recommeadations 
which  this  commission  might  make. 

Alderman.  Bur  rage  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion  to  strike  out. 

Alderman  Harris  asked  for  the  ruling  of  the 
Chair  as  to  his  competency  to  vote  upon  this 
amendment,  as  be  and  Alderman  Prescott  had 
voted  the  same  upon  that  question. 

Alderman  Clark  protested  that  Alderman  Har- 
ris had  no  right  to  vote  upon  the  park  question 
under  the  circumstances. 

The  Cbair  ruled  th?,t  if  one  Aldeiman  has  paired 
with  another  he  cannot  vote  upon  that  quest:on. 

Alderman  Harris — My  point  was  that  the  iren- 
tleman  from  Ward  9  and  myself  voted  alike  upon 
this  arneudrnent. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  was  lost — yeas  5,  nays  5. 

Yeas — A'derineu  Bigelow,  Clark,  O'Brien,  Quin- 
cy,  Worthington— 5. 

Nays — Aldermen  Burrage,"  Pope,  Power,  Steb- 
bins,  Viles— 5. 

Alderman  Stebbins  moved  to  amend  still  fur- 
ther by  inserting  after  the  words  "authorized  or 
made,"  rhe  words  -'without  authority  from  the 
Legislature."  If  it  is  desirable  to  create  a  loan, 
application  to  the  Legislature  can  be  made  at  any 
time. 

Alderman  Burrage  asked  if  that  proviso  might 
not  be  put  into  the  act. 

Aldeiman  Stebbins  said  it  would  if  the  Legisla- 
ture so  decided,  and  they  will  be  competent  to 
pass  upon  it. 


Alderman  Burrage  thought  the  last  proposed 
amendment  rather  made  nonsense  of  the  whole 
thing. 

Tbe  amendment  of  Alderman  Stebbins  was 
adopted  by  a  using  vote — 7  for,  1  against — and  the 
order  was  passed  -yeas  6,  nays  4. 

Yeas  — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  O'Brien, 
Quincy,  Stebbins,  Worthington— 6. 

Nays— Aldermen  Burrage,  Pope,  Power,  Viles — 
4. 

Subsequently  a  motion  to  reconsider  the  last 
vote,  made  by  Alderman  Clark,  honing  it  would 
not  prevail,  was  lost-  yeas  3,  nays  1." 

Yeas — Aldermen  Burrage,  Power,  Viles — 3. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  O'Brien.  Pope, 
Quincy,  Stebbins,  Worthington — 7. 

The  order  as  passed  is  appended  with  the 
original  amendments  in  brackets,  anc'  the  fcimend- 
ments  adopted  today  in  quotation  marks: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  Gsueral  Court,  now  m  session, 
tor  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the  city  to 
purchase,  or  otherwise  take,  lands  within 'the 
limits  of  the  city  for  the  purpose  of  laying  out 
public  parks,  and  also  authorizing  the  assessment 
of  betterments  upon  the  adjoining  lands  benefited 
by  tbe  establishment  of  such  parks;  [provided, 
however,  that  no  expenditure  shall  be  authorized 
or  made  "  without  authority  frefn  he  Legislature," 
for  the  piirebase  or  improvement  of  any  land  ex- 
ceeding in  amount  the  -um  raised  by  taxation  and 
appropriated  by  the  City  Council  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  all  money  actually  received  by  the  city 
for  betterments  assessed  tipon  adjoining  lands]; 
[said  act  net  to  take  effect  unless  accepted  by  a 
majority  of  tbe  legal  voters  present,  and  voting 
thereon  at  meetings  duly  called  for  that  purpose 
in  the  seveial  wares]  "at  the  next  State  election." 

Sent  dowTi. 

COMMISSION  TO  INVESTIGATE  SUBJECT  OF  SEWER- 
AGE. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  order  pa&sed  by  this  Board, 
Feb.  23, 1875,  authorizirg  the  Mayor  to  appoint  a 
commission  to  report  upon  the  present  sewerage 
of  the  city,  be  so  far  modified— in  case  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  should  deem  it  expedient— as  to  make 
the  said  commission  consist  of  two  civil  engineers 
and  one  competent  person,  skilled  in  the  subject 
of. sanitary  science,  instead  of  three  civil  engineers, 
as  ruovided  in  the  order  quoted  above;  the  said 
commission  shs-.ll,  in  addition  to  investigating  and 
repotting  upon  the  several  subjects  recited  in  the 
oiiginal  order,  report  an  approximate  estimate  of 
the  expense  of  any  plan  or  plans  for  a  system  of 
sewerage  submitted  by  them. 

Alderman  Stebbius  explained  the  order,  repeat- 
ins-  the  substance  of  it  as  above,  and  moved  that 
it  take  its  second  reading. 

Alderman  Harris  desired  the  order  to  lie  over 
as  it  had  just  come  up  for  the  first  time,  and  he 
moved  that  it  be  specially  assigned  for  the  next 
meeting. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  the  original  order 
came  up  in  the  same  way,  but  the  committee  op- 
posed having  it  lie  over.  The  modification  pio- 
posed  is  very  simple. 

The  motion  to  assign  was  lost,  and  the  order 
was  read  a  second  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington  the 
Board  adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

MARCH    4,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M., 
Halsey  J.  Boaiduian,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS     FROM    THE    BOARD    OF    ALDERMEN     FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Notice  of  John  E.  Fitzgerald  of  dissatisfaction 
with  assessment  for  raising  grade  of  estate  on 
Northampton-street  district,  and  resignation  of 
Joseph  Buckley  as  an  Overseer  of  the  Poor.  Sever- 
ally referred. 

A  communication  from  the  Street  Commission- 
ers, in  relation  to  the  widening  of  School  street, 
came  down  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Streets  with  the  request  that  they  furnish  an  ap- 
proximate estimate  of  the  cost  of  said  widening. 
The  Council  concurred  in  the  reference  and  in- 
structions, with  the  following  amendment  offered 
by  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4:  "And  that  the  com- 
mittee he  requested  to  report,  also,  the  cost  of 
widening  Beacon  street  on  the  east  side  between 
Tremontand  Somerset  streets;  also  the  cost  of 
widening  Beacon  street  on  both  sides  from  Somer- 
set to  Park  street  on  the  main  line  of  the  build- 
ings."   Sent  up. 

Communication  from  City  Messenger  giving  no- 
tice of  appointment  of  Foster  M.  Spurr  and  Henry 
B.  Lorts  as  First  and  Second  Assistant  Messenger, 
respectively.    Confirmed. 

Order  for  the  employment  of  necessary  assist- 
ance in  Department  for  Survey,  etc.,  of  Buildings, 
at  not  exceeding  $2000.  Passed  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

Report  and  order  for  a  permit  to  J.  Arthur  Peck 
to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  Boston  &  Lowell 
Railroad  quay  No.  21,  Charlestown.  Order  read 
twice  and  passed. 

Report  nominating  Edward  Hatch  as  Inspector 
in  Chief  of  Lighters,  and  John  Kenney,  John  J. 
Caddigan  and  Jobn  C.  Brooks  as  assistants,  and 
certificate  of  the  election  of  said  persons  to  such 
offices  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Report  accepted  and  nominations  laid  over. 

Order  authorizing  the  Mayor  to  petition  for  an 
act  for  the  purchase  or  taking  of  lands  within  the 
city  for  public  parks,  and  for  the  assessment  of 
betterments  on  adjoining  lands  benefited ;  no  ex- 
penditure to  be  made,  without  authority  from, 
the  Legislature,  for  the  purchase  or  improvement 
of  land,  exceeding  the  sums  raised  by  taxation 
appropriated  by  the  City  Council,  and  received  by 
betterment;  said  act  not  to  take  effect  unless 
accepted  by  a  majority  of  the  legal  voters  at  the 
next  State  election. 

Mr.  Peabodj  of  Ward  9  thought  this  an  impor- 
tant matter,  and  likely  to  provoke  discussioi.,  and, 
as  there  were  two  special  assignments  already,  he 
moved  to  lay  the  order  on  the  table  for  the  time 
being,  which  motion  was  adopted. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  authorizing  a  room  to  he  fitted  up  for  a 
laboratory  in  the  basement  of  the  Roxbury  High 
Schoolhouse.    Passed  and  sent  up. 

AUDITOR'S  ESTIMATES. 

The  followi  g  [City  Doc.  No.  321  was  received: 

Office  of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts,  ) 
City  Haul,  Feb.  27,  1875.  ) 
Halsey  J.  Eoardman,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Com- 
mon Council:  Sir— Conforming  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  ordinance  in  relation  to  finance,  I 
have  the  honor  of  submitting  to  the  City  Council 
the  accompanying  estimates  of  the  amount  of 
money  which  will  be  required  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  the  city  of  Boston  and  county  of  Suffolk 
for  the  financial  year  1875-76,  commencing  May  1, 
1875,  and  terminating  April  30, 1876.  The  financial 
year  embraces  the  Auditor's  draft  payable  May  1, 
the  date  of  its  commensement.  The  amount  for 
State  tax  is  omitted  from  the  estimates  this  year, 
as  it  was  from  the  appropriation  and  tax  levy  or- 
der of  last  year,  for  the  reason  that  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  pass  upon  the  amount  to  be 
taxed  so  late  in  the  session  that  it  cannot  be  em- 
braced with  accuracy  in  the  estimates.  The  tax 
levied  by  the  State  the  assessors  are  required  to 
raise  by'  special  requisition.  The  amount  paid 
last  year  by  Boston,  on  account  of  State  tax,  was 


,120,  and  it  will  probably  be  the  same   the 
present  year. 

The  calculations  for  interest  and  premium,  and 
for  the  county  oi  Suffolk,  are  marie  close,  and  the 
estimates  of  the  several  departments  have  under- 
gone careful  scrutiny  by  committees,  in  some  in- 
stances reduced  by  them,  and  seem  to  bear  evi- 
dence of  being  based  upon  the  i  ctual  wants  and 
requirements  of  the  various  departments,  without 
requiring  any  additions  to  them  during  the  year; 
and  those  having  charge  of  each  appropriation 
should  have  this  fact  constantly  in  view,  as  it  is 
very  important,  as  the  estimates  of  many  depart- 
ments are  more  general  than  usual,  that  nothing 
should  be  undertaken  which  the  appropriation  to 
which  it  is  chargeable  cannot  meet.  Strict  ac- 
countaDility  in  this  respect  should  be  adhered  to. 
The  rules  or  the  City  Council  adopted  this  year 
are  also  very  explicit  hat  no  expenditure  shall  oe 
made  not  contemplated  at  the  time  the  appropria- 
tion was  made,  without  the  sanction  of  the  City 
Council  first  oeing  obtained  therefor  and  pro- 
vision made  for  the  same.  It  is  a  source  of  con- 
gratulation that  in  meeting  the  actual  wants  of 
the  municipality,  and  avoiding  the  borrowing  of 
money  for  other  than  for  the  additional  supply  of 
water,  extension  of  the  water  works,  and  exten- 
sive and  costly  street  rmpiovemwnts,  the  tax  per 
each  thousand  dollars  will  be  largely  reduced 
from  last  year,  as  will  be  seen. 

The  estimated  expenditures  for  1875-76  are  $12,188,805.00 
The  estimated  income  for  1875-76  is 2,864,425.00 


$9,324,380.00 
To  which  add  three  per  cent,  for  the  amount 
of  taxes  which  will  not  be  paid  into  the 
treasury  during  the  financial  year- 279,731 .00 

We  have  a  total  which  in  the  judgment  of 
the  Auditor  of  Accounts  should  be  the 
tax  for  1875,  exclusive  of  the  State  tax..    $9,604,111.00 


The  following  is  a  comparison  of  the  appropria- 
tions asked  for  and  (income  to  be  received  com- 
pared with  the  estimates  for  1875 : 

1875-76.  1874-75. 

Appropriations $12,188,805.00       $13,645,143.00 

Income 2,864,405.00  2,728,850.00 

9,324,380.00   •       10,916,293.00 
Percentage 279,731.00  327,489.00 

$9,604,111.00        $11,243,782.00 


Showing  a  reduction 
mates  and  percentage, 
cial  year  of  1875-76,  of 
that  of  1874-75. 

Placing  the  tax  to 
same  as  last  year,  the 
the  year  exhibit  the 
with* that  of  last  year : 


City  and  county , 
State  


of  the  appropriation  esti- 
less  revenue  for  the  finan- 
$1,639,671,  compared  with 

be  paid  to  the  State  at  the 
estimated  tax  warrants  for 
following  result,  compared 


1875. 
.  $9,604,111.00 
.   802,120.00 


1874. 
$11,243,782.00 
802,120.00 


$10,406,231.00   $12,045,902.00 


The  amount  that  can  be  added  b^  the  assessors, 
by  authority  of  section  32,  chapter  11,  of  th<?  Gen- 
eral Statutes,  for  abatements,  etc.,  must  not  ex- 
ceed five  per  centum.  The  amount  that  was  add- 
ed last  year  was  4  72-100  per  cent.  During  the  last 
forty  years,  with  a  single  exception,  the  taxable 
valuation  has  shown  an  annual  increase.  The 
valuation  of  1860  was  $276,861,000.  The  causes 
that  compelled  a  reduction  to  $275,760,100,  in  1861, 
although  comparatively  a  small  one,are  too  obvious 
to  require  comment.  In  view  of  the  depression 
of  business,  which  has  now  continued  for  many 
months  over  the  whole  country,  the  year  1875  must 
be  an  exceptional  year.  Certain  classes  of  prop- 
erty have  unquestionably  decreased  in  value,  and 
must  be  assessed  at  a  lower  rate.  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  books  of  the  Department  for  the 
Inspection  of  Buildings  show  that  $16,797,735  have 
been,  during  the  past  year,  expended  in  the  con- 
struction of  new  buildings.  Taking  the  valuation 
of  1874,  $798,755,050,  and  assuming  that  the  valua- 
tion of  1875  ca  i  be  safely  placed  at  say  $800,000,000, 
the  rate  of  taxation  upon  the  estimates  submitted 
will,  in  my  opinion  be  less  than  $14  per  each  one 
thousand  dollars— a  material  redtiction  from  the 
rate  ($15.60  per  thousand)  levied  last  year,  and 
about  the  average  rate  for  the  last  eleven  years, 
$13.83.  '    _ 

The  Auditor's  and  Treasurer's  departments 
ha\e  been  placed  as  regular  standing  appropria- 
tions, the  expenses  incurred  by  these  departments 
having  heretofore  been  charged  to  the  appropria- 
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tions  for  Salarits  and  Printing;  and  Stationery. 
The  appropriations  asked  for  the  latter  purposes 
have  m  consequence  been  reduced.  Toe  estab- 
lishment of  four  Municipal  District  Courts  and 
the  rearrangement  of  papers  in  the  Prob?te  Court, 
cause  an  increase  id  the  app.opriation  for  the 
county  of  Suffolk.  The  Boaid  of  Directors  tor 
Public  Institutions  require  $29,400  additional  for 
the  current  expenses  of  the  several  institutions, 
and  an  appropriation  of  140,000  for  a  new  steam- 
boat, and  $16,500  for  a  new  wharf  at  Rainsford 
Island,  which  the  Committee  on  Public  Institu- 
tions of  the  City  Council  approved,  but  they  re-* 
jected  an  application  of  the  Board  for  $45,000 
for  a  new  building  for  truants  at  Deer  Island. 
The  total  of  exce.-s  fo*'  thi?  board  over  that 
required  last  year  is  $60,400.  The  communications 
from  the  board  are  referred  to  for  information 
respecting  the  new  appropriations  asked  for.  The 
amount  for  the  Lamp  Department  is  increased 
$56,000,  for  increasing  the  number  of  lamps,  prin- 
cipally in  the  outlying  wards.  For  the  care,  clean- 
ing and  repairing  of  the  schoolhouses,  the  amount 
shows  an  increase  of  $21,000;  and  for  the  like  pur- 
poses for  public  buildings,  $23,000.  The  Overseers 
of  the  Poor's  requisition  is  $40,975  in  excess  of  last 
year,  principally  caused  by  the  alteration  of  the 
settlement  law  by  the  Legislature  of  1874.  The 
appropriation  for  Annuities  is  not  continued,  as 
the  three  amounts  heretofore  charged  to  the  same 
will  be  paid,  two  from  the  appropriation  for 
Widening  Streets  and  one  from  that  for  In  cider)  tal 
Expenses. 

The  principal  items  of  reduction  ate  shown  to 
be  on  those  lequired  for  new,  completion  and  im- 
provement ot  buddings,  $909,000;  $300,000  for  pav- 
ing, grading  and  repair  of  streets;  and  $307,000 
f or  the  Coc  hituate  Water  Works.  The  principal 
losses  in  the  income  account  are  $50,000  from 
sewers  and  $20,000  from  the  Eajt  Boston  ferries. 
The  amount  asked  for  the  ferries  is  $24,900  less 
than  last  year.  In  relation  to  the  large  loss  of  iu- 
come  from  the  Sewer  Department  compared  with 
the  estimate  ot  last  year,  the  Superintendent  of 
Sewers  in  his  annual  report  to  the  City  Council 
says— 

"While  the  amount  expended  for  sewers  the 
past  year  is  as  large  as  usual,  the  amount  of  as- 
sessments levied  has  been  only  about  one  half  that 
of  1873,  and  this  disparity  will  increase  unless  some 
change  can  be  effected  in  the  law  and  ordinance 
now  governing  assessments.  The  statute  pre- 
scribes that  the  cost  of  a  sewer  shall  be  propor- 
tioned upon  the  persons  who  receive  benefit  there- 
from, and  the  ordinance  directs  that  the  benefit 
shall  be,  practically,  in  proportion  to  the  value  of 
the  abutting  land.  Whei  e  the  sewers  throughout 
a  section  are  of  nearly  the  same  size  -%nd  cost  of 
construction,  and  each  abutter  is  assessed  for  his 
propottion  of  the  cost  of  the  sewer  opposite  bis 
property  at  the  time  of  construction,  it  is  evident 
that  all  would  pay  approximately  alike  in  propor- 
tion to  tbe  area  of  their  lots.  But  where  a  large 
district  is  to  be  drained  by  one  great  trunk  sewer, 
with  lateral  branches  constructed  at  intervals 
through  a  long  series  of  yeai\3,  it  is  obviously  un- 
just to  assess  upon  abutting  property  Che  cost  of 
the  large  sewer,  which  is  built  for  the  future  ben- 
efit of  a  great  district,  and  it  is  impossible,  under 
our  present  laws,  to  apportion  any  of  the  cost 
upon  the  property  not  abutting,  but  which  will 
ultimately  use  it,  so  that  the  city  no  longer  col- 
lects thtee-fourths  the  cost  of  building  sewers, 
but  hardly  one-fcuvth.  The  experience  of  this 
department  has  also  shown  that  benefit  from 
sewers  should  be  assessed  rather  upon  area  than 
upon  value  of  land,  it  generally  happening  that  the 
land  of  least  value  (by  law  now  assessed  the  least) 
is  the  most  benefited  by  the  sewer." 

He  suggests  an  application  to  the  Legislature, 
to  enable  the  city  to  collect  its  proper  proportion 
of  the  cost.  The  comparison  of  the  estimates  for 
1875-76  with  the  actual  appropriations  for  1874-75, 
ano  of  the  estimated  income  for  the  same  time 
compared  with  the  estimates  of  1874-75,  may  be 
found  in  the  following  tables,  on  pages  8,  9,  10: 

Appropriations  of  1874-75.    Estimates  for  1875-76. 


Estimated. 

1874-5  1875-6 
Addition  to  City 

Hospital $190,000 

Advertising 6,000  4,000 

Annuities 512  

Armories   25,000  28,000 

Assessors'      De- 
partment          1 04,729  109,000 

Auditor's  Dep't 17.000 


Incr'se  Decr'se 

....     $190,000 
2,000 
512 
3,000 

4,271 
17,000 


Board  of  Health, 
Quarantine  De- 
partment and 
Evergreen 
Cemetery 122,700 

Boston  Harbor. .         10,000 

Bridges 52,000 

Cedar  Grove 
Cemetery 3,000 

Charles  River 
and  Warren 
Bridges 45,102 

Chestnut  Hill 
Driveway 18,500 

City  Hospital....        120,000 

City  Registrar's 
Department....         12,400 

Common,  Public 
Squares,  etc....       115,700 

Completion  of 
Buildings -    125,000 

Contingen  t 
Funds :....         10,000 

County  of  Suf- 
folk        350,000 

East  Boston  Fer- 
ries        270,000 

Engineer's  De- 
partment          30,881 

FireDepartment, 
Fire  Alarms, 
Bells  and 
Clocks 751,892 

Health  Dep't....       446,607 

Improvment  of 
Buildings 40,000 

Incidental  Exp's         87,000 

I  n  s  p  e  c  t  i  on  of 
Buildings 22,000 

Interest  and  Pre- 
mium      2,055,000 

Lamps 455,500 

Markets 11,195 

Mt.Hope  Ceme'y         17,500 

New  Buildings, 
Health  Dep't. .  

New  Engine 
Houses 130,000 

JS  ew  School 
Buildings. 390,000 

Overseers  of  the 
Poor 101,825 

Old  Claims 1,500 

Paving.  Grading 
and  Repairs  of 
Streets 1,300,000 

Police 865,000 

Printing  and  Sta- 
tionery          38,000 

Public  Baths 40,000 

Public  Buildings       107,000 

Public  Institu- 
tions, viz. : 
House  of  In- 
dustry        210,000 

House  of  Cor- 
rection         110,000 

Lunatic  Hos- 
pital          65,000 

Pauper  Expen- 
ses          60,000 

Steamboat  "H. 

Morrison,"...         20,000 
Office  E  x  p  e  n- 

'     ses 9,00" 

New  Laundry 
Building    a  t 
Deer  Island..         15,000 
New    Steam- 
boat   

New  Wharf  at 
Rainsford 
Island 

Public  Lands....  6,000 
Public  Library. . .       135,000 
Registration    o  f 
voters    and 
Election     Ex- 
penses          20,000 

Reserved  Fund. .       300,000 

Salaries 101,000 

Schools  and 
Schoolhouses, 
viz.: 

School  Instruc- 
tors      1,256,600 

School  Expen- 
ses, School 
Committee...  119,400 
Salaries  of  Offi- 
cers, School 
Committee...  35,400 
Schoolhouses, 
Com.     Public 

Buildings 332,000 

Sch'lhouse  Sites.        182,000 
Sealers    Weights 

&  Measures 7,400 

Sewers 300,000 

Sinking  Fund 
Commissioners  2,800 


112,500 
10,000 
58,000 

eldoo 

10,200 

5,000 

2,000 

45,102 

5,000 
120,000 

13,500 

12,700 

300 



100,000 

— 

15,700 

36,000 

89,000 

10,500 

500 

365,000 

15,000 

.... 

245,100 

24,900 

29,000 

.... 

1,88) 

731,305 
430,000 

20,587 
16,607 

87",666 

.... 

40,000 

22,000 



2,028,000 

511,500 

10,000 

20,000 

56,'dd6 

2,500 

27,000 
l',195 

16,000 

16,000 

20,000 

.... 

110,000 

70,000 

— 

320,000 

142,800 
1,500 

40,975 

.... 

1,000,000 
865,000 

.... 

300,00« 

37,000 

30,000 

130,000 

23',666 

1,008 
10,000 

230,000 

20,000 

.... 

118,000 

8,000 

.... 

65,000 

— 

61,400 

1,400 

— 

20,000 

.... 

9,000 

. . . . 

15,000 


40,000       40,000 


16,500 

16,500 

8,000 
118,000 

2.000 

n'odo 

25,000 
300,000 
55,000 

5,000 

46",66d 

1,259,800 

3,200 

.... 

114,000 

.... 

5,400 

35,900 

500 

.... 

353,000 
6,000 

21,000 

176*000 

6,200 
300,000 

1,200 

2,800 


MARCH 


1875. 


1(J5 


Surveyor's  De- 
partment           59,000 

Treasurer's  De- 
partment    .... 

Water  Works ....       787,500 

Water  Works,  In- 
terest and  Pre- 
mium        711,000 

West  Boston  & 
Cragie'sBridges         29,500 

Wld'ning  Streets       300,000 


54,000 

34,300 
480,500 


717,000 

40,500 
300,000 


34,300 

6,000 
11,000 


5,000 


307,000 


Totals  $13,645,143  $12,188,805  $355,446  $1,811,784 

The  following  table  shows  the  estimated  in- 
come of  1874-75  compared  with  that  of  1875-76,  with 
the  increase  and  decrease  in  each  : 

Estimated  Estimated 


1874-75. 

Armories $16,000 

Board  of  Health  and 

Quarantine 

Bridges  

*CharIes    Kiver   and 

Warren  bridges 

City  hospital 

Corporation  tax 

Comity  of  Suffolk 

East  Boston  ferries. . 

Fees 

Fire  Department 

Health    Department. 

Interest 140,000 

Outstanding  Taxes . . .  450,000 
Overseers  of  the  Poor.  22,200 
Paving 25,000 


4,000 


1,250 

2,500 

350,000 

130,000 

220,000 

6,100 

2,000 

28,300 


Police. 

Public  Institutions. 

Public  Library 

Kents 

Schools 

Sewers 

Unclaimed  Drafts. 


8,000 

60,000 

2,000 

125,000 

25,000 

100,000 

1,500 


Waterworks 1,010,000 


1875-76. 
$16,000 

6,0TO 
1,325 


2,500 

350,000 

130.000 

200,000 

5,900. 

2,000 

29,200 

175,000 

475,000 

30,500 

50,000 

8,000 

55,000 

2,000 

125,000 

19.000 

50,000 

1,500 

1,130,500 


Inc.    Dec. 


$2,000 
1,325 


$1,250 


20,000 
200 


900 

35,000 

25,000 

8,300 

25,000 


5,000 

6,666 

50,000 


120,500 


Totals 


$2,728,850  $2,864,425  $218,025  $82,450 


*  Included  in  Bridges,  1875-76. 
Total  decrease  of  estimated  appropriations 

for  1875-76 $1,811,784.00 

Total  increase  of  estimated  appropriations 

for  1875-76 355,446.00 


Net  decrease  of  estimated  appropriations 
for  1875-76 $1,456,338.00 


Income. 

Estimated  income  1875-76 $2,8647425.00 

1874-75 2,728,850.00 


Increase  of  income  1875-76 $135,575.00 


Percentage  of  Taxes. 
3  per  cent,  on  amount  required  ($10,916,293) 

in  1874-75 $327,489.00 

3  per  ceit.  on   amount  required  ($9,324,380) 

in   1875-76 279,731.00 


Decrease  in  1875-76 $47,758.00 


Recapitulation. 

Net  decrease  of  appropriations  in  1875-76... $1,456,338.00 

Net  decrease  of  percentage  in  1875-76 47,758.00 

Increase  of  income  in  1875-76 135,575.00 

Decrease  of  the  tax  as  before  stated $1,639,671.00 


The  accompanying  communications,  which  I 
have  received  from  the  several  boards,  depart- 
ments and  committees,  give  the  details  of  the  ap- 
propriations which  they  require.  All  of  which  is 
respectfully  submitted.' 

Alfred  T.  Turner, 
Auditor  of  Accounts. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9. 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance  with  such  as  the 
Board  or  Aldermen  may  join.    Sent  up. 

PETITION    PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— Petition  of  Sarah 
M.  Bemis  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries  received 
from  a  tall  in  Brooks  street.  Referred  to  Joint 
Committee  on  Claims.    Sent  up. 

CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Claims  submitted  a  report  recommending 
leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  William  Wilson 
to  be  compensated  for  injuries  to  his  wife  by  a 
fall  in  Billerica  street.    Accepted  and  sent  up. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  submitted  reports  on  the  peti- 
tions of  Martin  Hayes  and  Alfred  Newhall,  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  following  orders : 


Ordered,  That  the  time  for  building  upon  a  lot 
of  land  on  Albany  street,  corner  of  Newton  street, 
as  sold  by  the  city  to  Allied  Newhall  in  1872,  be 
extended  to  April  1,  1876,  upon  condition  that  he 
pays  to  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Lands  the 
sum  of  $100  within  ten  days  from  the  passage  of 
this  order. 

Ordered,  That  the  tiaae  for  building  upon  a  lot 
of  land  on  Fourth  street  as  sold  by  the  city  to 
Martin  Hayes,  be  extended  to  April  1,  1876,  upon 
condition  that  he  pays  to  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Lands  the  sum  of  $100  within  ten  days 
from  the  passage  of  this  order. 

Orders  severally  read  twice  and  passed.  Sent 
up. 

COLUMBUS-AVENUE  EXTENSION. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  submitted  the  following: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Streets  beg 
leave  to  report  that  there  are  before  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  for  the  final  settlements  of  damages  for 
the  extension  of  Columbus  avenue  to  Park  square 
two  orders  to  pay  abutters  on  said  avenue  amount- 
ing to  $20,162.92;  and  that  there  r?mains  of  the 
appropriation  for  the  improvements  but  $11,285.30, 
leaving  a  required  balance  of  $8877.62  tor  its 
completion.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Auditor 
of  Accounts,  upon  consultation  with  the  Commit- 
tee on  Streets  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  that 
thi«  deficit  can  be  borne  by  the  regular 
appropriation  for  Widening  Streets,  and  the  com- 
mittee therefore  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order  for  the  transfer  therefrom 
of  the  amount  required,  with  a  small  amount  for 
contingencies,  to  the  appropriation  for  the  Exten- 
sion of  Columbus  Avenue: 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  is  hereby  authorized  to  transfer  from  the 
appropriation  for  Widening  Streets  to  that  of  the 
Extension  of  Columbus  Avenue  the  sum  of  $9000. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7.    Sent  up. 

LIABILITY  OF  THE  CITY  IN  THE  MATTER  OF  LAY- 
ING OUT  SWETT  STREET. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6,  for  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  who  were  requested  to  obtain  the 
opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor  as  to  the  nature  of 
the  liability  of  the  city  in  case  Swett  street  is  not 
entered  upon  and  built,  submitted  a  report  trans- 
mitting the  following: 

City   Solicitor's   Office,  ) 

2  Pemberton  Square,     } 

Boston,  March  3, 1875. ) 

Sir— I  have  considered  the  questions  you  sub- 
mitted to  me,  under  the  order  of  the  Common 
Council  of  the  25th  ult.,  relating  to  Swett  street. 
The  facts  of  the  case  as  I  understand  them  are  as 
follows :  The  street  was  duly  laid  out  by  the  Street 
Commissioners,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  City 
Council,  in  December,  1874,  but  no  entry 
has  been  made  upon  the  land  taken  for 
the  purpose  of  constructing  the  street.  The 
owners  of  some  of  iheland  over  which  the  street 
was  laid  conveyed  those  lands  to  the  city  upon 
condition  that  the  street  should  be  built.  Certain 
peisons  subscriDed  to  pay  sums  amounting  in  the 
aggregate  to  about  $60,000  towards  the  expenses 
of  building  the  street,  provided  the  street  should 
be  laid  out,  graded,  and  fitted  for  use  on  or  before 
the  first  day  of  July,  1876.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, if  the  street  snail  not  be  built,  and  the 
laying  out  be  allowed  to  be  lost  by  lapse  of  time, 
the  liability  of  tha  city  on  this  account  will  be  in 
my  opinion — 

1.  To  pay  the  owners  of  the  land  taken  for  the 
street  any  damages  they  have  sustained  or  may 
sustain  by  the  taking  and  holding  of  their  lands 
until  the  laying  out  shall  have  become  void,  which 
will  be  in  December,  1876. 

2.  To  forfeit  the  title  to  the  lands  which  were 
conveyed  to  the  city  to  be  used  for  the  street. 

3.  To  relinquish  the  subscriptions  made  as  con- 
tributions to  the  expenses  ot  building  the  street. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  Healy. 
D.  P.  Kimball,  Esq  ., 
Chairman  Judiciary  Committee 

of  the  Common  Council. 
The   report    was    accepted.     Subsequently,   on 
motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  the  City  Solici- 
tor's opinion  was  ordered  printed. 

transfers  of  appropriations. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9,  for  the  Committee  on 

Finance,  submitted  a  report  on  the  requests  of  the 

Overseers  of  the  Poor  and  Committee  on  Public 

Builoings  tor  additional  appropriations,  recom- 
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mending  the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order, 
with  a  provision  in  the  same,  passed  each  year, 
giving  the  Auaitor  of  Accounts  authority  to  make 
transfers  for  the  purpose  of  closing  the  books  at 
the   termination   of   the   present  financial  year: 

Ordered,  That  the  A_uditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfei  from  the  un- 
expended balances  '  of  appropriations  of  this 
financial  year  to  the  appropriation  Tor  Overseers 
of  the  Poor,  §25,000;  to  rhat  for  Primary  school- 
house,  Newbury  strt  et,  the  sum  of  $5000  ■;  also  to 
make  such  transfers  of  appropriations  as  are  re- 
quired to  make  up  defieieuces  in  other  appropria- 
tions, and  such  others  as  may  be  necessary  in 
closing  the  business  of  the  financial  year  which 
terminates  April  30, 1875;  all  such  transfers  to  be 
reported  to  the  Commictee  on  Finance  for  ratifica- 
tion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16,  the  rale 
was  suspended  and  the  order  read  a  second  time 
and  passed — yeas  59,  nays  0.    Sent  up. 

CONSTRUCTION  OF  SWEIT  STREET  TO  BE  DELAYED. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  neither  the  Street  Commissioners 
nor  other  agents  of  the  city  of  Boston  shall  enter 
upon  or  take  possession  of  auy  lands  for  the  pur- 
pose of  constructing  Swett  street  until  thef  unher 
ordering  of  the  City  Council. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  VV aid  6— I  desire  to  say  in  ex- 
planation of  that  order  that  the  first  step  iu  laying 
out  streets  and  highways,  as  is  well  known,  is  to 
locate  and  lay  them  out  upon  paper.  That  has 
already  been  done  by  the  Council.  The  second 
step  is  to  enter  upon  and  take  possession  of  the 
lands  for  the  purpo«e  of  constructing  the  street. 
As  the  liability  of  the  city  is  greater  af  tpr  the  land 
is  taken  than  it  is  wbeo  the  street  is  merely  laid 
out  upon  paper,  and  as  no  appropriation  has  been 
passed,  and  as  we  might  be  involved  in  greater 
liabilities  either  by  the  Street  Commissioners  or 
other  agents  of  the  city  taking  possession  of  the 
street,  1  hope  that  the  order  will  he  passed  that  no 
such  action  be  taken  until  the  appropriation  is 
made. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9—1  would  like  to  know 
what  would  be  the  position  of  the  city  if  a  majori- 
ty of  this  Council  should  pass  an  order  authoriz- 
ing contracts  to  be  made  for  the  constitution  of 
Swett  street,  and  then  the  propositiou  to  borrow 
the  money  for  that  purpose  should  fail  to  get  the 
necessary  two-thirds  vote.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know 
what  would  he  the  liability  in  this  case,  and  I  wish 
some  gentleman  of  more  parliamentary  experi- 
ence than  I  have  would  enlighten  me. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9—1  do  not  rise  because  I 
have  had  the  parliamentary  experience;  but,  as  I 
undersand  it  now,  we  have  the  opinion  of  the 
City  Solicitor,  which  has  been  ordered  1o  be 
printed,  and  that  this  subject  will  be  laid  upon 
the  table  to  allow  members  to  consider  it  and  to 
ascertain  what  the  effect  of  that  action  will  be.  I 
hope  the  order  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6 
will  pass,  so  that  while  this  subject  is  under  con- 
sideration no  agent  of  the  city  will  take  any  steps 
that  will  involve  the  city. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16— As  this  subject, which  is 
assigned  for  this  evening  at  eight  o'clock,  is  about 
to  come  up.  1  can  see  no  necessity  for  passing  the 
order  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6,  and  I  move 
to  lay  it  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6—1  hope  that  motion  will 
not  prevail.  It  is  not  probable  that  the  question 
of  Swett  street  will  be  pressed  tonight  by  the  gen- 
tleman who  has  the  matter  in  charge,  and  it  was 
for  that  reason  that  I  introduced  the  order. 

Mr.  Plynn  of  Ward  7 — There  is  an  order  on  the 
table  for  the  Committee  on  Streets  to  contract  for 
the  construction  of  Swett  street,  but  there  is  r.o 
power  to  do  anything  till  the  appropriation  is 
made.  I  have  no  desire  to  Dress  the  matter  to- 
night and  my  object  in  moving  to  have  the  City 
Solicitor's  opinion  printed  was  that  it  might  be  a 
guide  for  the  members  in  voting  at  the  next  meet- 
ing. 

Mr.  Tram  of  Ward  13—1  was  about  to  express 
the  same  opinion,  and  would  add  that  the  passage 
of  the  order  would  look  like  a  reflection  upon  any 
parties  connected  with  this  Swett-street  improve- 
ment. I  should  n't  wish  the  idea  to  get  abroad 
that  there  was  any  underhanded  measures  used  to 
commit  the  city. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6--There  is  safety  in  the 
passage  of  this  order.  The  gentleman  last  up 
must  agree  with  me  that  it  is  best  to  stop  where 
we  are  and  examine  this  question,  and  see  what 
the  liability  of  the  city  and  the  railroad  is.  We 
don't  know'what  entering  upon  and  taking  pos- 


session of  the  land  may  mean, — and  whether  it 
is  n't  possible  to  enter  upon  and  take  possession, 
n  the  language  of  the  law,  and  so  comm.t  the  city 
to  the  greater  expenditure,  even  though  the  order 
for  the  contracts  had  not  been  passed. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16 — As  an  advocate  of  the 
extension  of  Swett  street,  and  believing  that  its 
advocates  do  not  wish  to  take  any  unfair  advanT 
tage,  I  will  withdraw  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table,  and  hope  the  order  will  pass. 

The  order  was  passed  and  sent  up. 

PAY  OF  LABORERS  IN  EMPLOY   OF  CITY. 

Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  ajjoiot  special  committee,  con- 
sisting of  three  members  of  the  Common  Council, 
with  such  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be 
appornted  to  consider  and  report  what  action 
should  be  taken  in  order  to  equalize  the  pay  of  the 
laborers  in  the  several  departments  of  the  City 
Government. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16— I  trust  the  gentleman 
will  give  some  explanation  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3 — I  have  been  requested 
several  times  by  parties  employed  iu  different  de- 
partments to  ascertain  why  the  pay  was  n't  uni- 
form with  that  of  other  departments,  but  I  have 
failed  to  find  it  out.  I  have  spokeu  to  several  gen- 
tlemen on  the  committee,  and  they  told  me  "the 
only  way  to  find  out  was  to  offer  this  order. 

Mr.  Peikins— I  hope  the  order  will  not  pass,  as 
it  will  look  like  a  leflection  upon  the  heads  of  de- 
partments, v,  ho,  it  is  assumed,  are  competent  to 
hire  men  and  pay  such  wages  as  seem  best  for  the 
men  and  for  the  interest  of  the  city,  and  this 
would  look  like  an  undue  reflection  upon  them.  I 
can  see  no  practical  good  to  come  from  it. 

Mr.  Anderson— Beiug  a  member  of  the  Salary 
Committee  I  made  some  allusion  to  this  thing  and 
I  was  told  that  the  only  way  it  could  get  parties  to 
come  forward  and  tell  the  reason  was  to  offer  this 
order.    I  hope  it  will  pass. 

Mr.  Power  of  Ward  22—1  have»heard  complaints 
in  Charlestown  on  this  very  subject,  and  I  hope 
the  order  will  pass,  as  I  can  see  no  harm  in  it. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  think  the  order  is  in  the 
right  direction.  I  'dm  sorry  to  differ  fiom  my 
friend  from  Ward  16,  who  i'  generally  so  correct, 
but  I  don't  think  he  appreciates  this  matter. 
There  is  gross  inequality  m  the  pay  of  laborers  by 
the  heads  of  departments;  I  have  heard  it  com- 
plained of  ever  since  I  have  been  a  member  of  the 
City  Government.  It  certainly  can  do  no  harm, 
and  I  hope  it  will  pass. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9— Any  person  who  has 
watched  a  gang  of  city  men  working  will  see  a 
very  remarkable  difference  in  the  work  they  do. 
Some  are  steady,  industrious  and  hard  workers; 
others  do  very  little  work;  some  almost  none.  I 
have  been  surprised  to  see  how  little  some  can  do, 
when  I  have  stopped  to  watch  them.  It  seems  to 
me  that  the  persons  to  decide  on  the  pay  are  the 
heads  of  the  departments,  and  that  they  will  pay 
men  what  they  are  worth,  and  to  insist  "that  they 
should  pay  all  alike  is  hardly  a  judicial  transac- 
tion. It  would  be  wise  to  leave  it  in  the  hands  of  ■ 
those  who  are  responsible. 

Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3— The  gentleman  speaks 
of  the  beads  of  departments.  I  don't  understand 
that  they  turo  out  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning 
to  look  after  these  men,  nor  does  the  gentleman 
himself  turn  out  at  that  time,  but  when  he  sees 
them  they  are  pretty  well  played  out.  But  they 
don't  stop  there;  they  have  to  work  through  the 
dav  and  go  on  at  the  same  time  next  morning. 

Mr.  Harrigan  of  Ward  1 — I  don't  understand 
that  the  passage  of  this  order  will  reflect  uuon  the 
heads  of  departments.  It  will  be  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  to  ascertain  why  the  wages  of  the 
men  are  not  equalized.  It  is  a  well-known  fact,  to 
me  at  least,  that  certain  laborers  in  the  same 
gang  get  more  wages  than  certain  other 
ones  for  doing  no  more  work  than  men 
alongside  of  them  do  for  less  money.  The 
heads  of  departments  may  not  really  know 
what  those  men  do;  they  may  think  they  are  en- 
gaged in  some  little  slight  handicraft  of  sweeping- 
streets  and  shovelling  snow.  This  order  cannot 
affect  any  head  of  a  department,  and  it  may  go 
far  towards  righting  a  wrong  that  the  laborers 
think  exists.  There  are  several  hundreds  of  them, 
and  we  know  their  lot  is  hard  enough,  if  they 
don't  work  quite  as  hard  or  do  quite  as  much  as 
some  of  us  would  like  them  to  do.  If  we  don't  do 
any  more,  we  certainly  can  appoint  this  commit- 
tee to  ascertain  what  their  grievances  are.  If 
they  have  no  grievances,  it  will  do  no  harm ;  if 
there  are,  we  will  right  them.  I  can't  see  how 
any  ODe  can  object  to  that. 
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Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9—1  move  to  amend  by  sub- 
stituting- the  Joint  Standing;  Committee  on  Sala- 
ries for  the  appointment  of  the  joint  special  com- 
mittee. It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  the  right  com- 
mittee; they  have  had  charge  of  the  subject,  and 
I  think  they  can  investigate  and  report  better 
than  any  one  else. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  hope  the  order  will  pass 
as  amended  bv  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9,  and 
for  more  than  ore  reason.  The  one  in  particular 
which  I  have  in  my  mind  now  is  that  they  may  re- 
port to  this  Council  why  it  was  that  the' Commit- 
tee on  Lamps  on  the  part  of  the  other  branch  re- 
duced the  salaries  of  the  poor  lamplighters  from 
2y4  cents  to  2  cents  a  lamp.  It  seems  to  me  that 
some  reason  should  have  been  given  to  the  Coun- 
cil when  the  reduction  was  made.  It  appears 
there  is  an  equality  there  at  least.  I  hope  that 
when  their  half  a  million  appropriation  is  asked 
for  the  Council  will  know  why  the  poor  lamplight- 
ers' pay  was  i educed. 

M-.  Crock°r— The  order,  it  seems  to  me,  is  a 
little  too  broad  in  its  terms.  We  might  pass 
something  a  little  more  definite,  and  see  what  is 
aimed  at."  This  is  to  consider  why  the  wages  in 
all  the  departments  are  different.  Of  course  there 
is  a  reason.  There  are  laborers  of  different  de- 
grees of  skill;  some  work  easy  and  some  hard, 
and  it  seems  to  me  the  committee  would  have  a 
question  of  indefinite  extent  to  consider.  I  don't 
know  whether  anything  particular  is  aimed  at, 
but  it  seems  to  me  if  there  is,  it  should  be  special- 
ly named  in  the  order,  but  not  appoint  a  commit- 
tee to  see  why  laborers  in  one  department  are 
paid  one  sum  audin  another  department  anoter 
sum,  or  why  the  laborers  in  one  gang  in  the  same 
department  are  paid  a  less  sum  than  others.  It 
would  simplify  tne  question  immensely  to  specify 
something.  Of  course  there  must  be  great  in- 
equalities. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9 — I  see  no  objection  to  the 
passage' ot  the  order  if  it  is  amended  as  proposed 
by  my  colleague  from  Ward  9.  I  cannot  under- 
stand the  reason  for  the  inequalities  alluded  to  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  6,  but  of  course  it  can- 
not be  supposed  that  the  laborer  who  sweeps  the 
streets  should  receive  the  same  salary  as  the  City 
Treasuier.  The  simple  intention  is'  to  find  out 
why  an  inequality  exists  among  laborers  of  the 
same  class. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10— I  don't  understand 
the  object  of  this  ojder,  but  it  seems  to  me  we 
should  be  establishing  rather  a  dangerous  prece- 
dent if  when  or. e  class  of  m<=n  employed  by  the 
city  are  aggrieved  by  their  wages,  they  should 
come  to  the  City  Council  and  have  a  commit- 
tee appointed  to  investigate.  If  they  have  any 
grievances  they  should  go  to  the  paities  with 
whom  thev -contract  and  make  their  grievances 
known  to  them.  I  don't  kr.ow  that  we  should  in- 
terfere with  the  heaas  of  department-.  I  hope  the 
order  will  not  pass  unless   some   better  reason  is 

fiven  than  has  been  given  tonight.  There  must 
e  something  more  in  it  than  merely  to  ascertain 
the  pay  of  the  laborers  and  apportion  it.  I  don't 
knov/  how  we  could  remedy  it. 

Mr.  Kelly  of  Ward  21—1  hope  the  oi  der  will  pass. 
1  don't  know  that  there  are  different  grades  of  la- 
borers, and  I  have  worked  among  them  for  twen- 
ty-five or  thirty  years.  My  attention  has  been 
brought  to  the  city  laborers  sweeping  the  streets, 
and  I  find  that  they  woik  fully  as  hard  as  the  men 
who  use  the   pick  and  shovel.    As  to  the  different 

frades,  I  think  they  come  by  favoritism  of  the 
oss.  I  believe  the  city  of  Boston  pays  laborers 
no  more  thau  private  citizens  do,  and  i  do  not  see 
why  ths  city  should  take  advantage  of  these  hard 
times  anv  more  than  private  citizen?  do.  The 
general  wages  is  $2  a  day,  and  any  private  citizen 
will  pay  that.  It  is  right  to  talk  it  over  here  and 
see  that  the  citizen  gets  proper  pay  for  his  labc, 
and  this  is  the  place  to  decide  the  question.  There 
is  of  course  some  difference  in  laborers — a  strong 
man  will  do  more  work  than  a  weak  man,  and  a 
young  man  more  than  an  old  one;  but  you  will 
find  that  the  men  longest  on  the  list  get  tlie  most 
wages,  even  if  they  do  no  more  work. 

Mr.  Power  of  Ward  22— The  reason  I  am  in  favor 
of  the  order  is,  I  was  informed  by  a  lamplighter  in 
Charlestown  that,  they  were  not  paid  the  same 
price  for  lighting  lamps  that  ttiey  are  in  Boston. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Paee  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  moved  to  amend  by  strik- 
ing out  "several  departments"  and  inserting  in- 
stead, "Health  and  Paving  departments." 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— If  we  are  to  investigate 
the  pay  of  laborers  in  one  department  it  vi  ouid  be 
better  to  look  into  them  all.    It  certainly  can  do 


no  harm,  and  if  the  committee  make  an  extended 
investigation  I  think  they  can  furnish  informa- 
tion that  will  be  of  some  benefit  to  us.  I  don't 
know  what  special  case  called  for  this  order,  but 
it  certainly  seems  to  me  to  be  better  to  pass  the 
order  as  it  is.  The  Lamp  Department  has  been 
mentioned,  and  they  may  want  to  include  that  in 
the  list.  The  committee  can  look  into  whatever 
department  rhey  choose  snd  report  to  this  Coun- 
cil. I  hope  the  order  will  pass  without  specifying 
any  particular  department. 

Mr.  Kimball  said  he  understood  from  the  mover 
that  the  Health  and  Pavmg  departments  were  al- 
luded to,  but  as  it  was  desirous  to  extend  the 
matter  he  would  withdraw  the  amendment. 

The  order  was  passed  and  sent  up. 

THE  SWETT-STKEET  LOAN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  the  Coun- 
cil proceeded  to  consider  the  special  assignment 
for  eight  o'clock,  viz.:  Order  for  a  loan  of  $476,- 
000,  for  widening,  building  and  extending  Swett 
street  from  Albany  street  to  Dorchester  avenue. 

Mr.  Flvnn  of  Ward  7  moved  that  it  be  specially 
assigned  tor  8y2  o'clock  next  Thursday  evening, 
but  withdre  w  it  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Kimball, 
who  desired  to  offer  some  amendments  and  give 
his  reason  therefor,  that  they  might  be  considered 
in  connection  with  the  whole  subject. 

Mr.  Kimb;  11— I  move  to  amend  the  order  by 
striking  out  "$476,000"  and  ir setting  "$376  000": 
also  to  add  at  the  end  of  the  order,  "provided 
that  no  patt  of  said  sum  sUall  be  used  or  expend- 
ed for  the  purpose  of  changing  the  grade  of  the 
railroad  referred  to  iu  chapter  387  of  the  acts  of 
1874."  Since  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council  I 
have  ascertained  that  there  was  a  special  act 
passed  by  the  Legislature  in  1874,  providing  that 
the  corporation  known  as  the  New  York  & 
New  England  Railway  should  be  at  the 
expense  of  raising  the  grade  of  their  rail- 
road, the  city  to  construct  the  iron  bridges 
and  abutments,  and  maintain  the  same.  Upon 
inquiry  at  what  I  deemed  the  proper  office  in  the 
City  Hall,  I  ascertained  that  $100,000  would  not 
have  been  put  into  this  sum  if  the  interpretation 
had  been  put  upon  that  act  that  I  put  on  it,— that 
is  to  say  that  the  railroad  must  be  at  the  expense 
of  raising  the  grade  of  their  railroad.  1  was  fur- 
ther told  that  the  estimates  embraced  about  $100,- 
000  tor  raising  the  grade  of  that  railroad  and  do- 
ing the  work  which  it  belonged  to  that  corpora- 
tion to  do.  For  that  leason  I  think  it  is  not  wise 
to  pass  an  appropriation  of  $476,000  based  upon 
the  estimates  of  the  City  Engineer.  As  the  order 
reads,  it  includes  $100,000  for  raisi  ig  the  grade  of 
that  road.  I  do  not  know  that  in  passiug  an  ap- 
propriation of  $476,000  we  necessarily  commit  the 
city,  or  that  the  city  could  not  afterwards  com- 
pel the  railroad  to  raise  the  grade,  but  I  do  think 
it  wise  at  this  time  to  appropriate  rot  more  than 
$376,000  if  we  appropriate  anything.  I  suppose 
there  is  scarcely  a  gentleman  who  does  not  sup- 
pose that  we  shall  be  called  upon  to  make  a  fur- 
ther appropriation  for  some  matter  connected 
with  the  finishing  of  Swett  street,  and  if  we  find 
that  the  city  for  any  reason  must  go  forward  and 
raise  the  grade  of  the  railroad,  then  we  can  appro- 
priate the  money  and  look  to  the  company  to 
reimburse  us,  if  they  are  able.  The  second 
amendment  provides  that  no  part  of  the  $376,- 
000  should  be  used  for  raising  the  grade  of 
the  road,  The  act  of  the  Legislature  con- 
templates that  in  case  the  city  and  rail- 
road company  do  not  agree  upon  a  grade,  that  shall 
be  veferre  1  to  the  Railroad  Commissioners,  who 
shall  fix  the  grade, and  the  grade  having  been  fixed, 
the  company  must  build  it  within  one  year  from 
that  time.  The  act  further  provides  that  the  Su- 
preme Court,  by  suitable  decree,  shall  have  power 
to  enforce  the  decision  of  the  Railroad  Commis- 
sioners. It  does  n't  seem  wise  to  me  to  appropri- 
ate $376,000  and  stop  there,  because  it  would  then 
appear  that  that  sum  was  based  upon  these  esti- 
mates. It  should  distinctly  appear  that  it  is  not 
the  intention  of  this  Government  to  use  any  por- 
tion of  this  money  to  do  that  which  another  party 
is  bound  to  do.  I  shall  not  object  to  a  further  as- 
signment if  any  gentleman  desires  it. 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Ward  15—1  agree  with  th?  re- 
remarks  of  the  last  gentleman.  If  this  matter 
foes  over  till  next  week  I  think  we  can  reduce  it 
50,000  more,  and  that  $300,000  will  be  sufficient  to 
finish  this  work.  In  the  estimates  given  by  the 
committee,  there  is  for  filling  Swett  street  (includ- 
ing &lopes)  23,000  squares  at  $6,  $138,000;  for  filling 
to  rai-e  the  grade  of  the  Hartford  &  Erie  Rail- 
road (including  slopes)  13,000  squares  at  $5,.$65,- 
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000.  I  was  told  today  by  a  gentleman  who  has 
done  a  great  deal  of  that  business  that  it  could  be 
done  for  $3.75.  At  any  rate  it  can  be  done  for  $4, 
and  tbat  will  reduce  the  appropdatiou  down  to 
$300,000.  I  bope  we  shall  not  increase  tbe  loan 
unless  it  is  absolutely  necessary. 

Mr.  Elynn  of  Ward  7 — As  the  amendments  are 
important  ones  and  the  committee  do  not  desire 
to  press  this  matter,  I  move  that  the  subject  be 
specially  assigned  to  next  Thursday  evening  at 
half-past  eight  o'clock. 

Tbe  motion  prevailed. 

COMMON  AND  PUBLIC  GROUNDS. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  said  he  was  authorized  by 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Common  and  Public 
Grounds  to  off-r  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  rhe  Committee  on  '"omuoon  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  to  exceed  $1500  iL  addition  to  the  appropria- 
tion heretofore  m»de,  for  labor  on  the  public 
grouurts;  also  that  they  be  authorized  to  expend 
a  sum  not  exceeding  $200  in  addition  to  tbe  ap- 
propriations heretofore  made,  for  tools  and  re- 
pairs on  the  same  ;  said  sums  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

Mr.  Shaw — I  rise  to  move  to  suspend  the  rule— I 
believe  it  is  the  first  time  in  my  life  I  ever  made 
such  a  motion— that  the  order  may  be  passed  to- 
night. There  are  sev-ral  items  of  labor  and  mer- 
chandise which  ought  to  be  paid,  and  the  Auditor 
desires  to  make  up  the  roll. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6— J  do  not  object  to  sus- 
pending the  rule  if  it  is  absolutely  necessary,  but 
it  is  my  impression  that  chey  will  not  get  their  pay 
till  the  first  of  next  month,  even  if  the  rules  are 
suspended. 

Mr.  Shaw— If  that  h  his  only  reason,  I  don't 
think  it  is  a  good  one. 

Mr.  Kimball— I  have  other  reasons. 

Mr.  Shaw — I  wish  he  would  state  them. 

Mr.  Kimball  —One  is  as  good  as  a  host. 

Mr.  Shaw — I  don't  desire  to  take  notice  of  any 
such  remark;  it  is  beneath  me.  I  have  stated  a  good 
reason  for  suspen  liu g  the  rules.  The  matter  was 
brought  before  a  special  meeting  of  the  commit- 
tee tod  iy  tor  the  special  purpose  of  having  it 
passed.  There  are  laborers  suffering  for  tbe  want 
of  their  money.  The  passage  of  the  order  to- 
night will  be  honored  by  the  Auditor,  and  he,  be- 
ing a  humane  man,  will  do  something  that  these 
poor  people  may  get  their  pay.  I  made  the  motion, 
not  that  I  have  any  pride  or  interest  in  the  mat- 
ter, but  simply  as  an  act  of  justice. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  passed. 
Sent  up. 

DIVISION  OF  THE  WARDS. 

Mr.  Wbitmore  of  Ward  4  submitted  a  report  in 
part  from  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  tbe 
Census  and  Division  of  Wards  [City  Doc.  No.  33]. 
Tbe  report  embraces  the  tabular  statement  of  the 
number  of  voters  in  the  several  wards  (printed  in 
the  report  of  the  last  meeting),  and  the  reasons 
of  the  committee  for  submitting  the  following 
order,  appended  to  the  report: 

Ordered,  That  his  honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  amend  his  petition,  now  before  the  Legisla- 
ture, so  that  the  number  of  wards  after  the  new 
census  shall  be  fixed  at  thirty-two,  with  two  mem- 
bers of  the  Common  Council  and  two  members  of 
the  Board  of  School  Committee  from  each  ward. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  the  special  assign- 
ment for  8%  o'clock,  viz.,  order  to  amend  the  peti- 
tion for  a  new  number  of  wards,  to  provide  that 
each  ward  shall  elect  rwomembeisof  the  Common 
Council  and  two  members  of  the  School  Commit- 
tee, was  taken  up  and  then  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  order  submitted  by  the  committee  was  then 
read  a  second  time  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Whitmore — When  the  Council  last  adjourn- 
ed, the  question  before  it  was  on  tbe  amendment 
I  offered  to  increase  the  number  of  Wards  to 
thirty-six.  Since  then  the  committee  has  arrived 
at  certain  results  which  have  been  embodied  in 
the  report  submitted  this  evening.  They  unani- 
mously decided  to  report  that  order.  It  will 
probably  be  unnecessary  for  me  to  add  anything 
to  what  1  have  said  befoie  on  the  general  subject 
of  passing  such  an  order  at  this  time.  The  only 
question  in  dispute  at  the  last  meeting,  among 
members  of  the  committee  atleast,  was  the  limit  of 
the  number  of  wards ;  but  they  have  unanimously 
arrived  at  tbe  conclusions  presented  this  evening, 
and  I  have  withdrawn  my  own  views  in  favor  of 
thirty-six  wards,  and  give  my  preference  to  the 
decision  of  the  committee,  and  I  trust  that  the 
order  will  be  passed. 


Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  think  we  are  hardly 
prepared  to  determine  upon  fixing  the  number  of 
wards  at  thirtv-two.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  just  as 
well  to  ask  the  Legislature  to  ask  for  some  discre- 
tion, and  to  allow  us  between  a  certain  limit.  The 
new  charter  is  soon  comina  up.  We  shall  have 
a  great  deal  of  light  upon  this  matter,  and  we  may 
then  determine  more  intelligently  as  to  the  exact 
number  best  to  be  agreed  upon.  It  will  be  as  well 
to  leave  the  door  open  I  have  not  readthe  report 
of  this  committee  and  I  don't  know  the  ground  on 
which  they  base  their  recommendations.  Then  it 
may  be  desirable  to  postpone  the  final  division  of 
the  wards  till  next  year.  Next  winter  tbe  Legis- 
lature will  determine  the  number  of  voters  re- 
quired to  elect  one  representative,  and  we  shall 
have  to  apportion  the  representatives  to  the  dif- 
ferent wards  according  to  the  number  of  voters 
in  each.  That  may  prove  an  important  element 
in  the  division,  and  for  that  reason  it  would  be  de- 
sirable to  postpone  it,  especially  if  we  don't  get 
the  new  charter  this  year,  as  it  is  altogether 
probable  we  shall  not,  and  we  may  not 
get  it  at  all.  Then  it  may  not  be  desirable 
to  make  a  division  of  the  wards  till  after 
tbe  new  charter  is  in  force.  Therefore, 
I  move  to  amend  the  order  by  striking  out 
"32"  and  inserting,  m  place  thereof,  "not  less  than 
20,  no  more  than  40,"  and  to  add  at  the  end,  "and 
that  the  city  may  be  authorized,  if  it  deems  expe- 
dient to  do  so,  to  postpone  the  new  division  of  its 
wards  until  the  year  1876."  Tnat  is  simply  putting 
the  petition  so  as  to  give  us  a  little  more  leeway, 
and  not  to  tie  ourselves  up  as  we  otherwise 
would . 

Mr.  Whitmore— It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say 
tbat  this  objection  is  in  effect  the  same  one  made 
by  the  gentleman  at  the  last  meeting.  Is  it  desir- 
able to  postpone  a  duty  which  can  only  be  done  in 
accordance  with  the  General  Statutes  of  the 
State,  from  this  year  to  another  one?  Unless 
some  very  good  reason  is  given  to  the  Legislature, 
.  I  hardly  think  they  will  see  the  necessity  of  re- 
pealing a  statute.  The  primary  idea  of  the  gen- 
tleman's motion  is  to  put  off  this  matter  till  if  is 
settled  hythe  new  charter.  I  spoke  at  the  last 
meeting  of  the  old  cbaiter  being  our  guide,  for  a 
year  at  least.  The  statutes  only  allow  us  to  »lter 
the  wards  once  in  ten  years;  and  unless  we 
give  the  Legislature  some  good  reason,  I  hardly 
think  tbf  y  would  comply  with  a  request  to  allow 
it  to  be  done  in  1876.  The  difference  between  the 
gentleman  and  myself  is  this  :  He  undoubtedly  de- 
sires a  small  number  of  wards  and  a  great  reduc- 
tion of  the  Common  Council,  and  if  that  can  be 
done  now,  tbat  difficulty  in  the  way  of  having  a 
new  charter  adopted  is  removed.  My  object  in 
having  it  done  now  is  to  make  as  little  change  as 
possible,  and  I  desire  to  postpone  tbe  discussion 
of  tbe  new  charter  till  it  is  before  us.  At  the  last 
meeting  I  proposed  thirty-six  wards,  which  re- 
duced the  Council  only  two  members;  but  after 
consultation  with  my  colleagues  on  the  com- 
mittee we  found  we  could  all  agree  upon 
thirty-two,  and  I  withdrew  my  preierenee. 
Unless  we  cannot  make  up  our  minds  to  do  our 
duty  tonight  I  can  see  no  advantage  in  refusing 
to  act  tonight.  The  gentleman  undoubtedly 
knows  the  opinion  of  the  committee  on  there- 
vision  of  the  new  charter,  but  I  do  not.  I  under- 
stand that  the  limit  fixed  by  them  is  that  the 
number  of  wards  shall  not  be  less  than  thirty  nor 
over  thirty -six,  and  t  ere  fore  there  cannot  be 
great  impropriety  in  our  fixing  the  number  at 
thirty-two  and  having  it  so  in  case  the  old  charter 
stands  or  the  new  one  is  adopted.  Our  duty  is  to 
make  such  a  division  that  the  wards  will  contain 
an  equal  number  of  voters.  If  we  waited 
months  we  could  get  no  more  information, 
and  until  the  new  census  is  taken  no  mem- 
ber's opinion  is  worth  anything.  The  committee 
have  considered  the  probable  number  of  voters  in 
the  city,  and  the  number  of  representatives  to 
which  Boston  will  be  entitled  in  the  Legislature, 
and  it  is  impossible  for  any  man  to  decide  in  ad- 
vance that  24,  30,  32  or  40  is  the  number  by  which 
to  make  a  more  equal  division.  We  must  look  at 
it  a  little  in  the  light  of  common  sense,  and  see 
the  effect  any  number  will  have  upon  the  Com- 
mon Council  and  the  School  Committee.  In 
asking  that  the  Council  be  reduced  from  74  to  64, 
the  committee  have  asked  for  as  much  as  would 
be  granted;  in  reducing  the  School  Commit- 
tee to  64  we  certainly  have  made  a  great 
change.  There  seems  to  be  a  great  reluctance 
on  the  part  of  the  opponents  of  this  order  to  give 
a  definite  objection  to  amending  our  present 
charter.    Certainly  it  would   seem  to  be  the  most 
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sensible  to  do  the  work  now,  even  if  we  have  to  do 
it  over  again.  If  the  objection  is  to  tie  specific 
number,  I  am  prepared  to  hear  any  amendment, 
aod  take  the  sense  of  the  Council  upon  that;  but 
to  postpone  it  I  think  is  not  for  the  best  interest 
of  the  citv. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  WardlO— I  hope  the  amendment 
of  the  gentlernau  from  Ward  6  will  prevail.  If 
we  can  obtain  the  privilege  of  postponing  this 
division  of  the  wards  till  nezt  year  it  will  be  very 
desirable  to  do  so,  because  it  is  well  known  that 
the  new  apportionment  of  Representatives  will 
not  tike  place  till  next  year.  If  we  make  the 
division  this  year  we  will  have  difficulty  in  appor- 
tioning the  Representatives  next  year.  The  city 
now  has  forty-five  Representatives,  exclusive  of 
Ward  19,  which  is  a  part  of  one  of  the  Middlesex 
districts.  It  is  generally  expected  that  Boston 
will  gain  in  the  next  apportionment  of  Representa- 
tives. Suppose  we  get  fifiy  Representatives  and 
have  thirty-two  wards,  how  can  you  divide  them 
fairly.  We  cannot  divide  award  to  make  a  Repre- 
sentative district,  and  we  cannot  have  more  than 
three  Representatives  to  a  district.  If  we  have 
thirty  Representatives  ana  thirty-two  wards,  the 
only  way  to  apportion  toem  will  be  to  give  one 
ward  two  Representatives,  and  another  of  equal 
voting  strength  only  one.  This  same  difficulty,  I 
apprehend,  was  met  when  the  last  apportionment 
took  place;  at  any  rate  injustice  was  done  some 
of  the  wards  then.  The  last  division  took  place  iu 
1865,  and  the  new  apportionment  in  1866.  xii  look- 
ing at  the  ordinance  passed  in  1865,  I  And  that 
Ward  10,  from  which  I  come,  with  2546  voters  had 
only  two  Representatives,while  Ward  11,  with  2563 
voters  had  three  Representatives,  which  is  cer- 
tainly unfair  for  Ward  10.  If  we  could  have  the 
division  of  the  wards  done  the  same  year  as  the 
apportionment,  this  difficulty  could  be  adjusted. 
If  we  are  entitled  to  fifty  Representatives,  the  best 
number  of  wards  would  be  twenty-five,  and  then 
each  ward  will  be  a  Representative  district.  The 
custoiu  of  dividing  the  wards  every  ten  years  re- 
sulted from  a  statute  passed  in  1865.  Tbat,  of 
course,  can  be  changed  by  the  Legislature  at  any 
time.  It  seems  to  me  there  is  very  strong  reason 
why  the  Legislature  should  be  asked  co  give  us 
the  privilege  of  postponing  it  till  next  year. 

Mr.  Shaw— The  argument  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  10  is  entirely  in  favoi  o£  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4.  There  are 
gross  inequalities  in  the  Representative  districts. 
Ward  5,  which  I  endeavor  to  represent  in  part, 
has  1183  voters  and  three  Represent ativer,  while 
the  Ninth  Ward  has  3095  voters  and  two  Represent- 
atives. The  sooner  we  equalize  that  matter  the 
better,  and  it  is  grossly  out  of  the  way  to  under- 
take to  postpone  that  which  should  be  regulated 
this  year.  The  division  comes  by  custom  every 
ten  years,  and  the  equalization  should  be  made 
now.  If  it  takes  place  Ward  10  will  probably  get 
its  fair  representation.  I  admit  it  hasn't  one 
now,  but  certainly  the  Fifth  Ward  has  a  great  deal 
more  than  its  due.  Upon  af  air  equalization  but  one 
Representative  should  go  from  each  ward .  Ward 
8  has  2000  voters  aod  two  Representative- ;  the 
sooner  that  inequality  is  done  away  with  the  bet- 
ter. It  is  too  apparent  to  be  used  as  an  argument 
for  postponement,  and  I  hope  it  will  not  be. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12 — I  have  listened  with  a 
great!  deal  of  pleasure  to  the  remarks  of  gentle- 
men upon  this  question.  I  submit  that  while  we 
are  re-districting  the  city  we  should  look  to  the 
proper  representation  in  this  chamber,  wheie  the 
inequality  is  greater  than  in  the  Legislature. 
Ward  1  has  5140  voters  on  the  list  and  four  votes 
here;  Ward  12  has  4627  voters  and  four 
votes;  while  Ward  5,  with  1183  voters, 
has  four  members,  and  so  on  through  the 
city.  This  is  where  the  inequality  comes.  It  is 
n't  so  much  an  anxiety  to  me  if  a  ward  has  one  or 
two  more  votes  in  the  Legislature  as  it  is  to  have 
double  the  representation  on  this  floor.  I  have 
some  recol'ection  of  how  the  division  was  made 
in  1865.  I  know  that  the  members  of  the  Legisla- 
ture were  parcelled  out  among  those  wards  that 
were  expected  to  grow.  Ward  12  was  not  expect 
ed  to  grow,  and  they  gave  Ward  5  an  extra  Repre- 
sentative because  it  whs  expected  to  grow. 

The  best  thing  to  think  of  is  the  representation 
upon  this  floor.  The  Legislature  will  fix  the  num- 
ber of  members  we  must  have.  I  should  piefer 
forty,  fifty  or  sixty ;  the  business  would  be  better 
attended  to,  but  it  wouldn't  be  such  a  general 
debating  club.  There  should  be  some  relation 
between  the  number  of  members  and  the  number 
of  the  wards.  If  you  have  sixty  members  you 
don't  want   thirty-two  wards.    The  difficulty  of 


inequality  of  representatives  could  be  obviated  : 
but  the  inequality  of  members  of  the  Council 
cannot  be  obviated  so  easily.  I  cannot 
agree  with  the  committee,  because  I  think 
they  make  too  many  wards, — and  it  will 
require  th«8  building  of  ten  or  -fifteen  ward 
rooms,  at  an  immense  expense;  I  should 
think  it  an  excellent  arrangement  in  the  interest 
of  contractors  and  those  who  wish  to  put  up 
buildings  at  the  public  expense.  My  experience 
is  that  from  Ward  12,  which  is  always  Republican, 
we  come  here  with  a  mixed  ticket,  and  you  al- 
ways have  had  one  Democrat — and  it  is  because  the 
people  pick  out  the  best  men.  We  have  4500  or 
4600  votes,  and  don't  think  anything  of  poll- 
ing 2500  at  the  election,  and  the  ward 
officers  earn  their  money,  which  I  believe 
they  should  do.  Within  a  certain  limit,  I  think  a 
small  number  of  wards  would  be  better.  With  a 
total  vote  of  57,000,  twenty-one  wards  would  be  all 
I  would  make,  and  that  would  give  ample  oppor- 
tunity for  growth;  would  answer  for  ten  years, 
and  save  the  expense  for  wardrooms,  the  loca- 
tion of  which  is  one  of  the  greatest  difficulties.  I 
don't  like  the  sliding  scale  of  the  gentleman  from  . 
Ward  6,  and  I  don't  want  to  go  to  the  Legislature 
and  ask  for  what  I  believe  they  will  not  grant.  I 
should  prefer  to  pass  the  order  as  it  is  and  let  the 
Legislature  fix  the  number  to  suit  themselves. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6— It  seems  to  me  the 
Legislature  cannotobject  to  giving  us  the  pri  vilsge 
of  fixing  the  wards;  the  out  of  town  members 
don't  care  what  number  of  wards  we  have  If 
they  will  give  us  what  we  ask  for,  why  would  n't 
they  let  us  fix  it  this  year  or  nex^,  within  reason- 
able limits.  If  they  will  not,  perhaps  by  that 
time  we  shall  have  considered  the  charter  and  de- 
cided it.  It  is  important,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  says,  to  do  away  with  the  inequalities  in 
the  Legislatuie.  But  it  is  impossible  to  do  that 
this  year,  and  all  we  can  remedy  this  year  is 
the  inequality  in  this  Council.  It  would  seem 
best  not  to  divide  the  wards  till  we  get  the  ex- 
act basis  to  go  upon.  The  division  of  the  wards 
and  the  apportionment  of  Representatives  should 
properly  be  made  after  the  census  is  taken.  And 
there  seems  to  be  very  strong  reasons  for  waiting, 
if  we  wait  we  shall  probably  have  the  opportunity 
to  decide  this  matter  ana  tne  new  charter  to- 
gether. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  was  looking  to  the  Legis- 
lature of  next  year.  The  gentleman  is  correct  in 
regard  to  the  feeling  of  the  Legislature.  I  can 
testify  that  tie  country  members  are  ready  to  do 
that  which  Boston  asks.  But  we  must  go  there 
with  a  definite  pioposition.  The  gentleman's  ar- 
gument seems  to  put  the  cart  before  the  horse. 
He  wants  the  charter  adopted  and  the  wards  to 
conform  to  the  charter.  The  charter  should  be 
made  to  conform  to  the  wards.  He  says  it  is 
doubtful  if  the  charter  is  adopted.  I  think  he  is 
correct;  you  never  can  get  such  a' charter  adopted 
so  long  as  there  is  a  spirit  of  republicanism  in 
Boston. 

Mr.  Harmon  of  Ward  6-1  agree  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  10  that  to  fix  the  wards  in  1865 
and  apporcion  ihe  Representatives  in  1866  did 
cause  great  inequality,  and  it  will  be  so  this  year. 
If  we  could  have  the  number  of  Representatives 
this  year  we  could  apportion  them  easily.  I  hope 
the  amendments  will  be  adopted  and  the  matter 
postponed  until  we  have  aoore  information  before 
us. 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Ward  15— rhe  machinery  of  the 
Council  would  work  more  smoothly  if  we  had 
seventeen  wards  and  could  elect  an  Alderman 
from  each,  and  the  wards  were  divided  into  two 
districts  aad  elect  members  of  the  Council  and 
representatives  from  each  of  them.  In  that  way 
gent'emeu  could  not  get  together  down  town  and. 
elect  am  Alderman  for  the  whole  city.  There  are 
not  enough  Aldermen  now  to  do  the  work. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4— It  is  impossible  to 
obtain  definite  information  upon  the  subject  till 
the  census  is  taken,  when  we  will  kmow  what  pro- 
portion of  representatives  Boston  will  have.  We 
cannot  afford  to  wait  till  the  returns  are  made  up 
in  September.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  10 
thinks  we  shall  have  fifty  members  in  the  next 
House ;  from  the  information  I  have,  based  on 
the  last  census,  it  appears  that  Boston  only 
gained  ten  per  cent.,  while  the  whole 
State  gained  fif teen ;  and  I  know  of  nothing 
to  make  the  ratio  between  1870  and  1875  great- 
er than  between  1865  and  1870.  Therefore,  I 
think  Boston  will  have  only  forty-two  or  forty- 
three  members  in  the  Legislature  instead  of  fifty. 
It  will  be  Impossible  to  df  cide  upon  any  number 
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wbicli  would  give  all  the  wards  equal  representa- 
tion i  n  the  Legislature  We  can  decide  whether 
the  Council  shall  have  fifty  or  sixty  members,  but 
we  must  throw  the  other  matter  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12—1  rise  to  correct  an  im- 
pression that  my  remarks  may  have  left.  I  agree 
that  it  is  indifferent  to  the  Legislature  to  say  what 
number  of  wards  we  shall  have  but  they  will  not 
allow  Boston  to  fix  the  number  afterwards.  We 
must  ask  for  some  definite  limit,  and  thac  is  why 
I  do  not  approve  of  the  amendment,  and 
I  do  not  not  approve  of  asking  for  what  I 
believe  we  shill  be  denied.  The  committee 
who  had  charge  of  the  division  in  1865  did 
their  work  as  well  as  they  could.-  The  basis  is 
to  be  made  on  the  number  of  le^al  voters,  and 
population  don't  enter  into  it  at  all.  The  division 
can  be  made  as  well  in  one  month  as  another.  In 
1865  it  was  done,  and  the  new  Council  was  chosen 
under  the  new  division.  In  the  name  of  common 
sense,  what  is  the  use  of  putting  off  for  another 
year  what  it  is  our  reasonable  duty  to  do  today? 
or  of  acting  pusillammouslyin  going  to  the  Legis- 
lature and  trying  to  get  it  postponed  ? 

Mr.  Shaw— I  agree  with  the  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  4,  but  I  think  his  basis  is 
wrong.  The  population  of  the  city  today  exceeds 
375,000  from  actual  figures  made  up  to  within  a 
few  week- ;  in  1865  it  was  192,000.  The  gentleman 
must  be  entirely  wrong  in  his  statement  that  Bos- 
ton has  receded  in  population  as  compared  with 
the  State. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9—1  have  baeu  doing  a 
little  sum  here  which  may  be  interesting.  I  sup- 
pose that  in  dividing  the  wards  one  object  is  to 
provide  that  congressional  and  other  districts  will 
not  split  the  wards.  Take  twenty-five  wards  and 
the  number  of  members  of  Congress  or  other  offi, 
cers  you  can  have  is  five;  on  the  other  hand,  if 
you  take  thirty-six,  you  can  have  four,  nine- 
twelve  or  eighteen,  and  thirty-six  is  the  most 
available  number  between  twenty  and  forty:  the 
next  best  number  is  thirty,  and  the  next  thirty- 
two. 

Mr.  Brackett  contended  that  by  waiting  till 
next  year  the  inequality  could  be  adjusted,  and 
be  proposed  to  stand  it  one  year  longer,  till  they 
could  get  all  the  information.  The  senatorial  and 
other  districts  are  to  be  apportioned  next  year, 
and  th^y  did  not  want  one  portion  of  a  warcl  in  a 
different  senatorial  district  from  another.  If  we 
have  fifty  representatives  and  thirty-two  wards 
•what  is  to  be  done  with  the  surplus?  the  inequality 
must  remain,  and  the  same  mistake  will  be  made 


as  was  made  ten  years  ago.  He  did  n't  think  there 
was  any  pusillanimity  in  asking  to  postpone  it  till 
next  year,  when  they  would  have  the  facts  before 
them^  and  the  work  could  be  done  better.  In 
conclusion  he  called  for  a  division  of  tne  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Wilson  said  he  would  agree  to  a  proposition 
to  have  the  members  of  the  Council  no  more  in 
number  than  the  number  of  Representatives  from 
the  city.  In  1865  there  were  only  twelve  wards, 
and  the  Representatives  had  to  be  apportioned 
among  them,  and  the  division  was  as  equal  as 
could  be. 

Mr.  Brackett  said  they  might  have  done  the 
best  they  could  in  1865,  but  they  should  endeavor 
now  to  have  the  number  of  Representatives  a 
umUiple  of  the  number  of  wards,  and  unless  that 
could  be  done  it  would  be  impossible  to  get  satis- 
faction. 

Mr.  Whitmore  thought  the  Legislature  would 
agree  to  reduce  the  number  of  the  Council  to  the 
number  of  representatives  from  Boston,  but  that, 
he  thoupht,  would  give  only  forty-six  members, 
and  make  the  limit  too  small.  It  would  be  easy  to 
arrange  for  two  representatives  and  three  Coun- 
cilmen  from  each  ward,  but  the  diffi  :ulty  is  in  the 
small  wards.  The  committee  had  gone  over  the 
whole  subject,  and  had  unanimously  agreed  to 
recommend  thirty-two. 

Mr.  Crocker  wished  to  correct  Mr.  Whittnore's 
mistake.  He  [Mr.  Crocker]  was  not  in  favor  of 
reducing  the  Council  to  anything  below  its  present 
number.  His  objection  to  the  order  was  that  he 
thought  the  number  of  wards  better  not  be  fixed 
at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  thought  that  if  this  is  a 
foretaste  of  the  discussions  ro  come,  they  would 
have  a  new  city  charter  about  the  year  1900.  He 
thought  the  question  had  been  fully  debated,  and 
he  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Brackett  said  it  was  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant subjects  the  Council  would  have,  and  he 
hoped  the  previous  question  would  not  be  ordered. 

Mr.  Page  thought  the  whole  question  was  how 
many  wards  and  members  tbey  would  nrefer,  and 
he  thought  the  Council  was  ready  to  "vote.  The 
petition  should  get  into  the  Legislature  soon,  and 
it  would  have  to  be  debated  in  the  other  branch. 

The  main  question  was  ordered.  The  amend- 
ments of  Mr.  Crocker  were  rejected,  the  vote 
being  taken  on  each  separately,  and  the  order  was 
passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  the  Council 
adjourned. 
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CITY   OF   BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MARCH    8,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Five  petit  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  March 
term  of  the  United  States  District  Court,  and 
eleven  traverse  jurors  for  the  Municipal  Court  in 
East  Boston. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Police  Officer— William  Smith. 

Special  Police  Officers— John  Dixey,  New  York 
&  New  England  Railroad  Station  ;  Henry  McCoy, 
Central  Market. 

Weigher  of  Coal— Johu  G.  Abbott,  Jr. 

PETITIONS,  ETC.,  REFERRED. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Assessors'  Depart- 
ment. D.  D.  Stackpole,  that  the  city  refund  cer- 
tain amounts  of  taxes  erroneously  assessed  to'hlm 
on  land  at  34  Chester  square. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Philip  Sowden, 
Jr.,  for  leave  to  sprinkle  certain  streets  in  South 
Boston. 

M.  Drinan  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  move  two  wooden 
buildings  from  Centre  street  to  26|Cor,ant  street 

Annie  Giilmore,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
on  Western  avenue. 

Franklin  Snow  &  Co.  et  al.,  that  dummy  engines 
be  retained  on  the  Union  Freight  Railroad. 

Meeker  &  Dean  et  al..,  that  the  dummy  engines 
be  recained  on  the  Union  Freight  Railroad. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  ■part  of  the 
Board.  Ellen  M.  Powell,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
new  wooden  stable  for  two  horses  on  Alaska  street, 
near  Perrin  street,  Ward  14. 

To  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  North- 
ampton-Street District.  Notices  from  James  E. 
Root  and  Walter  Famswcrth  of  surrender  to  the 
city  of  their  estates  on  the  Northampton-street 
district. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Jesse  M.  Jones  et  al.,  for  the  removal  of 
a  tree  at  corner  of  Summer  and  Eirn  streets, 
Charlestown. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Lizzie  Hughes 
et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Porter  street,  Ward  17. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  abate  $87.72  from  assessment  on  David 
Nevins's  estate,  for  sidewalk  on  Winthrop  street, 
Rox bury,  and  to  assess  said  amount  to  heirs  of 
George  Blackburn.    Passed. 

Order  to  abate  $17.99  from  assessment  on  estate 
of  heirs  of  Hardy  Leach,  for  a  sidewalk  at  376 
Chelsea  street.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  James  Parker  $4327.44,  for  grade 
damages  to  estate  16-22  Kilby  street.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  Lucy  H.  Spooner  $5870,  for  Colum- 
bus-avenue laad  damages.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  Jeffrey  Richardson  $14,292.92,  for 
Columbus-avenue  land  and  grade  damages. 
Passed. 

Order  to  pay  William  R.  Gay  $2000,  for  West 
Cottage-street  land  damages.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  Ann  C.  Gay  $1776,  for  West  Cot- 
tage-street land  damages.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  Sarah  P.  Tucker  $3448.10,  for  Bow- 
doin-street  (Ward  16)  land  damages.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  George  H.  Pike  $33.75,  for  West 
Cottage-street  land  damages.    Passed. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  FOR  CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Petition  of  Sarah  M.  Bemis.    Referred. 

The  Auditor's  estimates  for  1875-76  (City  Docu- 
ment No.  32)  came  up  referred  to  Committee  on 
Finance,  with  such  as  this  Board  may  join.  The 
Board  concurred,  and  Aldermen  Power,  Stebbins, 
Worthmgton,  Prescott  and  Viles  wcre  joined  to 
the  committee. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  William  Wilson  to  be  compensated  for 
injuries  caused  by  a  fall  in  Billerica  street.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Order  to  allow  the  sum  of  $1500  additional  for 
Ubor  on  Common,  etc.,  and  $200  additional  for 
tools  and  repairs  on  same.    Passed. 

Reports  and  orders  to  allow  further  time  to 
Alfred  Newhall  and  to  Martin  Hayes,  in  which  to 


ouild  on  lands  sold  them  by  the  city.  OrCiers 
passed. 

Report  and  oiler  for  transfers  of  $25,000  to 
Overseers  of  Poor,  $5000  to Newbury-street  School- 
house;  also,  for  the  Auditoi  to  make  transfers  of 
appropriations  when  necessary  to  close  the  books 
at  the  end  of  the  year  and  make  up  deficiencies. 
Passed— yeas  12,  nays  0. 

A  report  of  Joint  Committee  on  Streets,  in  favor 
of  an  additional  appropriation  of  $9000  for  Colum- 
bus-avenue extension,  came  down  refeired  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance.    Concurred. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  a  room  to  he 
fitted  up  for  a  laboratory  in  the  basement  of  the 
Roxbury  High  Schoolhouse.    Order  passed. 

THE  WIDENING  OF  SCHOOL  STRE3T. 

The  communication  from  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners in  relation  to  the  widening  of  School 
street,  which  was  referred  by  this  Board  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Streets  wiih  the  request  that 
they  report  an  estimate  of  the  approximate  cost, 
came  from  the  Common  Council  with  an  amend- 
ment for  the  committee  to  obtain  the  expense  of 
widening  Beacon  street  on  the  east  side  from 
Tremont  to  Somerset ;  also  of  widening  said  street 
on  both  sides  as  fax  as  Park  street. 

The  question  was  on  concurrence. 

Alderman  Prescott — It  seems  to  me  that  this 
matter  has  taken  rather  a  wide  range.  The  Street 
Commissioners  asked  an  opinion  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil as  to  the  advisability  of  taking  any  steps  tow- 
ards widening  School  street  the  present  year,  and 
if  so,  suggesting  that  legislative  power  would 
have  to  be  acquired  to  take  the  land  on  which  the 
church  at  the  corner  of  School  and  Tiemont 
streets  stands.  On  going  to  the  Common  Council, 
I  see  it  was  amended  so  as  to  provide  fov  an  esti- 
mate of  the  expense  of  widening  Beacon  street. 
It  may  be  interesting  to  know  these  figures;  I 
might  like  to  know  what  it  would  cost  to 
extend  Water  street  by  taking  the  block  of 
buildings  between  Spring  lane  and  Water  street. 
Such  an  improvement  as  that  may  be  carried  out 
one  of  these  days,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  the  City 
Council  are  not  prepared  to  go  to  such  an  expense 
the  present  year;  and  inasmuch  as  I  believe  that 
to  be  the  opinion  of  the  City  Council,  I  cannot  see 
the  expediency  of  getting  these  estimates  of  the 
cost.  I  would,  therefore,  offer  the  following  as  a 
substitute : 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil, it  is  inexpedient  to  widen  School  street  at  the 
present  time. 

Alderman  Power— I  think  the  speediest  way  to 
get  rid  of  this  subject  is  to  concur  with  tl  e  Com- 
mon Council.  I  was  in  hopes  that  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  9  was  going  to  add  another  amend- 
ment, to  ascertain  the  expense  of  extending  the 
street  to  the  Post  Office.  I  don't  care  how  many 
he  adds.  As  the  order  stands  it  is  for  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets  to  report  the  expense  of  this 
improvement,  and  that  is,  perhaps  the  best  dis- 
position to  make  of  it.  I  have  n't  any  doubt,  when 
that  is  repoited,  what  the  vote  of  the  Council  will 
be,— and  that  it  will  be  nearly  unanimous  against 
it  for  this  year.  I  hope  the  substitute  will  not  be 
adopted. 

Alderman  Prescott— It  is  not  customary  for  the 
City  Council  to  ask  departments  or  committees  to 
provide  them  with  estimates  of  the  cost  of  im- 
provements the  carrying  out  of  which  there  is  no 
probability  of  for  the  present,  and  I  hardly  think 
that  an  exception  should  be  made  in  this  case. 
The  Stieet  Commissioners  want  an  expression  of 
opinion  from  the  City  Council  as  to  the  expedi- 
ency of  widening  School  street  this  present  year. 
If  the  City  Council  deem  it  expedient  that  any 
steps  shall  be  taken,  they  must  first  authorize  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature  for 
authority  to  take  the  land.  If  they  desire  an  ex- 
pression of  opinion  it  seems  to  me  that  the  pas- 
sage of  the  substitute  will  give  it  to  ttiem  and 
save  them  considerable  time  and  trouble  and  al- 
low them  to  devote  their  energies  to  more  practi- 
cal things  than  the  widening  of  School  street. 

The  substitute  was  adopted.    Sent  down. 

PAY  OF  LABORERS  IN  EMPLOY    OF  CITY. 

An  order  came  from  the  other  branch  for  the 
'  Committee  on  Salaries  to  consider  what  may  be 
done  to  equalize  the  pay  of  laborers  in  the  several 
departments. 

The  question  was  on  concurrence. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  do  not  think  I  can  vote  for 
this  order,  unless  it  can  be  shown  that  it  does  not 
imply  an  insinuation  against  or  reflection  upon 
the  heads  of  departments.    As  it  stands  it  appears 


113 


BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN 


that  there  is  a  cei  tain  class  of  laborers  who  are 
by  favoritism  paid  more  than  others.  If  it  can  be 
shown  that  any  class  do  not  get  the  market  price 
for  thpir  labor,  that  is  or.e  thir g ;  but  if  it  is  that 
one  class  of  laborers  think  they  are  not  paid 
enough,  and  that  another  is  paid  too  much,  that  is 
another  thing.  If  the  latter  is  the  case, 
I  think  they  should  not  come  to  the  City  Council 
for  an  equalization  of  wages,  and  I  would  refer 
tbem  to  the  par?  ble  on  the  subject  which  may  be 
found  in  the  New  Testament. 

The  question  on  concurring  in  the  passage  of 
the  order  was  put,  and  it  was  declared  lost. 
Aldeiman  Stebbins  doubted  the  vote  and  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence— yeas  7, 
nays  5: 

Yeas — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Harris,  O'Brien, 
Pope,  Stebbins,  Viles— 7. 

Nays— Aldermen  Burrage,  Power,  Prescott, 
Quincy,  Worthington — 5. 

SWETT    STREET. 

An  order  came  from  the  otner  branch,  that  no 
action  be  taken  by  any  agent  of  the  city  in  the 
construction  of  Swett  street,  until  further  order 
of  the  City  Council. 

Alderman  Harris— I  move  that  the  order  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  declared  carried. 

Alderman  Stebbins  doubted  the  vote. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  trust  that  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  will  take  a  fait  view  of  this  tbiug. 
This  is  an  order,  as  I  understand  it,  forbidding  any 
one  te  enter  upon  Swett  street  until  further 
votes  or  proceedings  are  taken  by  the  City  Coun- 
cil. Now,  sir,  it  seems  to  me  that  this  is 
both  a  reflection  upon  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners an  1  the  Committee  on  Streets.  First  it 
says  the  Street  Commissioners — who  have  no 
power  whatever  to  enter  upon  i  he  street ;  nothing 
to  do  with  it,  as  they  have  done  their  part  of  the 
work,  which  has  come  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
and  been  accepted  by  them,  and  the  Commission- 
ers can  do  no  more.  No  one  else  can  enter  upon 
the  street;  the  only  possible  entrance  that  can 
be  made  is  foi  the  Committee  on  Streets  to  get 
an  order  to  "quit"  passed  by  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, which  is  usually  done  in  such  cases.  Ihe 
actual  taking  of  that  territory  has  been  done  by 
the  passage  of  the  order  by  the  city — there  is  no 
other  taking  than  that;  there  can  be  no 
other.  We  took  Sudbury  River  by  the  Council 
and  the  Board  of  Aldermen  voting  to  take  it, 
and  that  was  the  end  of  it.  The  next  morning  a 
distinguished  lawyer  said,  "Now,  gentlemen,  we 
want  pay  for  what  you  have  taken."  It  is  just  so 
with  Svlett  street;  there  is  no  other  taking.  We 
must  pay  them  for  it  or  pay  them  damages  for  not 
taking  it.  That  is  Lhe  ruling  of  the  Citv  Solicitor. 
There  is -nothing  to  be  done  whatever  This  order 
looks  as  though  somebody  thought  the  Street 
Commissioners  and  Sf'eet  Committee  were  going 
to  do  something  to  hold  the  city  to  it.  I  hope  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  will  vot^  nothing  of  the  kind. 

Aldeiman  Stebbins — Will  tht  Alderman  explain 
what  barm  it  will  do? 

Alderman  Worthington — It  can  do  no  good  to 
anybody  except  to  cast  a  reflection  upon  the 
Street  Commissioneis  and  the  Committee  on 
Streets.  If  it  can  do  any  good  I  am  in  favor  of  it; 
if  it  cannot,  why  nass  it? 

The  order  was  lafd  on  the  table— 8  for,  2  against. 

COMMUNICATIONS  FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Auditor  of  Accounts.  Monthly  exhibit  for  Feb- 
ruary, showing  the  following  to  be  the  state  of  the 
appropriations : 

Appropriations,     Expended.  Unexpended. 

General $14,020|223.65    $10,979,458.43    $3,040,765.22 

Special 6,516.166.89        2,128,421.65      4,387,745.24 

$20,536,390.54    $13,107,880.08    $7,428,510.46 
Sent  down. 

Fire  Commissioners.  Report  of  fires  and  alarms, 
etc.,  for  February.    Sent  down. 

BOND  APPROVES. 

The  additional  bond  of  Dennis  A.  Sullivan,  dep- 
uty collector  and  constable,  being  presented  duly 
certified,  was  approved  by  the  Board. 

STEAM  ENGINE. 

A  petition  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Fire 
Commissioners  for  leave  to  erect  and  use  a  steam 
engine  of  fifteen-horse  power  at  the  corner  of 
Wareham  street  ana  Harrison  avenue,  and  an  or- 
der of  notice  was  passed  for  a  hearing  thereon  to 


all  parties  objecting,    on   Monday,  March  29,  at 
four  o'clock  P.  M. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
submitted  a  report  recommending  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Hannah  Dudley  for  postpone- 
ment of  assessment  for  sewer  on  Centre  street. 
Accepted. 

ORDERS  TO  "QUIT"  AND  PAY. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Streets 
on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  the  following 
orders: 

Order  of  notice  to  heirs  of  Joshua  Bennett  and 
all  others  interested  to  "quit"  on  Auburn  street 
on  or  before  April  15.    Passed. 

Order  of  notice  to  Lewis  Clark, Dennis  F.  Flagg, 
Daniel  Boyle  and  wife,  J.  W.  Clapp,  Smith 
Wrights  heirs  of  Daniel  Breen,  heirs  of  Joshua 
Bennett,  Austin  W.  Benton  and  all  others  inter-^ 
ested  to  "quit"  on  Leverett  stceet  on  or  befoie 
April  15.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  heirs  of  Ira  Foster  $891,  for  land 
taken,  etc.,  iii  name  of  Ira  Foster,  for  laying  out 
and  widening  of  Charles  street,  Ward  16.  Read 
twice  and  passed. 

PUBLIC   INSTITUTIONS. 

Alderman  Quincy,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  to  whom  was  referred  the  request  of 
Directors  for  Public  Institutions  for  changes  in 
the  ordinance  relating  to  that  department,  sub- 
mitted a  report  recommending  the  pase-age  of  the 
following: 

An  Ordinance  to  amend  an  Ordinance  in  rela- 
tion ro  Public  Institutions. 

Be  it  ordained,  etc. — 

Section  1.  The  ordinance  in  relation  to  the  pub- 
lic institutions  is  hereby  amended  by  striking  out 
in  the  seventh  section  all  between  the  word 
"price,"  in  the  fouitb  line,  and  tfee  word  "no"  in 
the  eighteenth  line ;  also  by  inserting  in  the  eigh  th 
section  after  the  word  "expenditure"  in  the  third 
line,  the  words  "and  receipts  in  detail  for  the  pre- 
ceding quarter." 

Read  once. 

POLICE  RELIEF  ASSOCIATION. 

The  Chairman  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Police,  recommending  the  granting 
of  the  petition  of  the  Police  Relief  Association  for 
leave  to  apply  for  an  act  of  incorporation.  Ac- 
cepted. 

METROPOLITAN    TRACKS    IN  WASHINGTON,    MILK, 
FEDERAL   AND  OTHER  STREETS. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Commit!  ee  on  Pav- 
irg,  submitted  a  report  on  petition  of  Metro- 
politan Railroad  Company  for  extension  of  loca- 
tion, recommending  the  passage  of  au  order  of 
notice  for  a  hearing  befoie  the  full  Board  on  Mon- 
day, March  29,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  wben  any 
person  objecting  to  the  granting  of  the  petition 
may  appear  and  be  heard.    Order  passed. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Comrriittre  on  Paving 
submitted  reports  and  orders  as  follows : 

Repoit  recommendiug  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  Robert  Maish,  et  al.,  that  horse  power 
be  substituted  for  steam  power  on  Union 
Freight  Railroad. 

Repoit  on  petition  of  Michael  McDonald,  with 
an  order  establishing  the  grade  of  Starr  street, 
between  Keyes  and  Revere  streets,  Ward  17,  as 
shown  on  a  slan  and  profile  drawn  by  the  City  Sur- 
veyor, dated  Feb.  27,  1875.  Order  read  twice  and 
passed. 

Report  on  petition  of  William  B.  Hewett,  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Cbief  of  Police  be  directed  to 
close  against  public  travel  until  March  25,  that 
portion  of  Ohio  street  adjacent  to  the  estate  being' 
built  upon,  on  sairi  Ohio  street,  at  the  corner  of 
Shawmut  avenue. 

Read  twice  ai;d  passed. 

BRIDGES. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Bridges, 
submitted  the  iollowing: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  be  au- 
thorized to  contract  for  making  the  necessary  re- 
pairs on  Charles-River  Bridge;  the  expense  to  be- 
charged  to  the   appropriation  for  Charles  River 
and  Wan  en  bridges. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  be  au- 
thorized to  contract  for  the  purchase  of  a  supply 
ot  lumber  for  the  purpose  of  making  repairs  on 
Chelsea  and  Winthrop  bridges ;  the  expense,  not 
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exceeding  tbe  sum  of  $3000,  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Bridges. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

BEMOVAL    OF    SNOW   AND    ICE    FKOM    SIDEWALKS. 

Alderman  Burrage  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  oil  Ordinances  be 
requested  to  consider  the  expediency  of  amend- 
ing the  fiftieth  aud  fifty-fiist  sections  of  the  ordi- 
nance in  lelation  to  streets,  so  as  so  require  the 
owners  or  persons  having  the  care  of  tenement 
bouses  to  remove  tbe  snow  and  ice  from  the  foot- 
ways or  sidewalks  in  front  of  said  houses. 
Passed.    Sent  down. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  reports  as  follows : 

Intelligence  Offices  Licensed— Margaret  Arm- 
strong, 148  Cambridge  street ;  Martha  F.  Smiley, 
30  West  Canton  street;  Frsmcis  McBride,  4  Hollis 
street  (transferred  from  William  E.  Emery  &  Co). 

Auctioneers  Licensed — Samuel  P.  Hinckley,  53 
Tremoot  street. 

Auctioneers'  License  Refused — William  A.  Mad- 
dox  and  Peter  (tbe  petitioners  not  being  residents 
in  this  city). 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted— Boston  City  Flour 
Mills,  41  Commercial  wharf. 

Minors'  Applications  Granted  —  Forty-three 
newsboys. 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted— Post  23,  G.  A.R., 
for  leave  to  give  a  concert  at  Lyceum  Hall,  East 
Boston,  Marcb  9;  William  B.  St?  cy,  to  give  con- 
certs at  Tremont  Temple  March  10,' 13, 18  and  20. 

Severally  accepted. 

PEEMITS   FOB  STABLES. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  tbe  Committee  on 
Health  on  tbe  part  of  tbe  Board,  submitted  re- 
ports recornmendirig  the  granting,  on  the  usual 
conditions,  of  the  following  petitions  for  leave  to 
occupy  stables :  Julius  Roche,  between  Dorches- 
ter avenue,  Pleasant  and  Creek  street;  H.  A. 
Wetherbee,  1293  Shawmut  avenue ;  Thomas  CIoo- 
nan,  North  Harvard  street,  ward  19.  Severally 
accepted. 

BIGELOW    SCHOOL. 

Aidei'mav  Prescott,  for  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Instruction,  to  whom  was  leterred  the  request 
of  the  School  Committee  lor  additional  accommo- 
gations  for  schools  in  the  Bigelow  District,  sub- 
mi'ted  a  report  chat  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  the 
request.    Accepted  and  sent  down. 

THE  COMMISSION   ON  SEWEBAGE. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  order  wliich  passed  this 
Board  on  the  1st  instant  and  was  approved  by  tbe 
Mayor  on  the  .2d  instant,  to  so  modify  the  order 
establishing  a  scientific  commission  on  tbe  sub- 
ject of  the  sewerage  of  this  city  as  to  provide  tor 
tbe  appointment  of  two  civil  engineers  and  one 
person  skilled  in  sanitary  science  in  place  of  ihree 
civil  engineers  as  provided  in  the  original,  be  and 
tbe  rame  i*  hereby  rescinded. 

Alderman  Power  asked  that  the  order  take  its 
second  reading. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  would  like  to  hear 
some  reason  why  it  should  be  passed  at  this  time. 

Alderman  Power— At  tbe  last  meeting,  when 
the  order  was  passed  amending  the  order  offered 
b.v  the  sewer  department,  I  had.  the  honor  to  oc- 
cupv  the  chair,  and  did  not  have  an  opportunity 
to  speak  upon  the  subject  or  to  object  to  the 
amendment  being  offered.  I  availed  myself  of  the 
privilege  of  moving  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote 
by  which  the  order,  as  originally  offered, 
was  amended.  Ibis  Board  v/ill  recollect 
that  the  original  order  called  for  a  scien- 
tific commission  of  three  civil  eogineeis,  and 
that  tbe  order  offered  by  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  8 -amended  it  so  that  one  physician 
might  be  substituted  for  one  of  the  civil  engi- 
neers. As  I  said  before,  I  had  the  honor  to 
occupy  the  chair  at  the  time,  and  did  not  have  an 
opportunity  to  offer  an  amendment.  The  next 
day,  within  the  twenty-four  hour?,  I  availed  my- 
self of  the  privilege  of  moving  a  recon- 
sideration of  that  vote,  but  I  found  that 
the  order  had  alrQady  been  signed  by  his 
Honor  the  Mayor.  But  his  Honor  the  Mayor  sig- 
nified bis  willingoess  to  let  it  remain,  and  not  to 
ta!<e  ary  actiOD  upon  it,  tnat  I  might  take  this 
occasion  to  offer  this  order.  I  would  say 
that  the  Committee  on  Sewers,  when  they 
offered  the  order  to  appoint  a  commission,  did  s» 
in  .good  faith,  for  the  purpose,  as  expressed  there- 
in, of  getting  thos a  in  this  country  who  are  most 
competent  to  judge  of  this  question  of  sewerage, 


that  they  might  report  whethei  or  not  the  city  of 
Boston  had  any  system  of  sewerage  at  all,  and  if 
it  had  not  whether  it  would  get  one,  so  far  as  the 
city  has  already  goDe  in  that  way.  Now,  Mr. 
Chairman,  fiom  'the  circumstances  surrounding- 
the  offering  of  this  amendment,  I  think  that  I,  as 
the  person  who  offered  the  original  order,  have 
good  grounds  for  being  somewhat  suspicious  of 
the  motives  ttirough  which  that  amendment  was 
offered.  I  say  I  nave  good  grounds  for  being 
somewhat  suspicious  of  the  offering  of  that 
amendment,  from  all  the  circumstances  that  sur- 
rounded it ;  and  it  looks  to  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  as 
though  the  person  who  offered  that  amendment- 
being-,  with  myself,  one  of  the  strongest  oppo- 
nents, up  to  this  time,  of  this  park  question— his 
sudden  conversion  and  offering-  of  this  amend- 
ment look  to  me  as  thougli  they  want  to  run  this 
commission,  which  was  appointed  for  a  good  snd 
proper  object,  in  the  interest  of  this  water  park 
out  on  the  Back  Bay.  Now,  sir,  I  don't  want  this 
commission  run  in  the  interest  of  parks,  and  if  the 
gentleman  who  offer  ed  that  order  sees  fit  to  espouse 
the  cause  of  ^arks,  I  don't  want  this  commission, 
which  the  Committee  on  Sewers  wsots  appointed, 
and  the  committee  don't  want  them  run  in  the  in- 
terest of  park*.  I  want  to  get  an  unbiased  com- 
mission, one  not  committed  in  any  way  on  this 
question.  I  don't  know  of  any  eloctor  in  this  com- 
munity who  is  considered  an  expert  in  this  mat- 
ter but  is  somewhat  committed  to  this  park  ques- 
tion, and  I  don't  mean  to  have  any  of  those  gen- 
tlemen put  on  this  commission.  I  don't  want  it 
run  in  the  interest  of  parks,  but  I  want  it  run  in 
the  interest  of  this  important  matter  of  sewerage. 
That  is  the  reason  I  have  offered  this  order.  I  want 
a  scientific  commission.  As  I  unciersrand  it,  civil 
engineers  are  as  competentto  understanci  this  sub- 
ject of  sewerage  and  sanitary  matters  as  any  doctor 
m  this  citv.  I  want  this  commissioa  entirely  uo- 
familiar  with  and  unprejudiced  upon  this  subject 
of  parks,  and,  therefore,  want  the  order  to  stand 
as  originally  offeied  by  tbe  Committee  on  Sewers. 
I  want  the  three  best  engineers  that  can  be  got. 
His  honor  the  Mayor  has  tbe  privilege  of  selecting 
them,  and  I  feel  sure  that  he  will  select  the  best 
that  can  be  found.  Those  are  the  reasons  why  I 
offered  this  substitute,  pnd  I  hope  it  will  toe 
adopted. 

Alderman  Stebbms— As  I  stated  to  the  Board 
last  week,  when  I  offered  the  order  amendine- 
the  first  order  introduced  by  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  12, 1  agree  t»  ith  the  committee  that  the  mat- 
ter of  sewerage  should  be  investigated;  but  it  oc- 
curred to  myself  and  other  members  of  the  Board 
that  such  a  commission  as  was  contemplated  by 
the  order  originally  offei  ed  would  be  strengthened 
by  the  addition  of  one  person  skilled  in  sanitary 
science,  and  it  was  in  that  view  that  I  offer- 
ed the  amendment  modifying  the  original 
oicler.  Of  course,  it  is  not  a  matter  about 
which  there  can  be  a  great  amount  of  fueling, 
one  way  or  the  other.  Thai  is  simply  for  the 
judgment  of  tbe  Board.  If  tbe  Board  wi-h  the 
order  to  stand,  I  am  content ;  if  they  fay  that  three 
civil  engifeers  are  better  than  two,  I  hope  they 
will  so  vole. 

Alderman  Worthington—  I  think  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  12  is  a  Utile  mistaken  and  must  have 
foi gotten  what  tbe  amendment  was.  I  think  it 
says  nothing  about  physicians  or  amendment.  I 
will  read  it:  "Be  so  far  modified— in  case  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  shoultl  deem  it  expedient — as  to 
mak3  the  said  commission  consist  of  two  civil  en- 
gineers and  one  competent  person  skilled  in  the 
subject  of  sanitary  science,  ir> stead  of  three  civil 
engineers." 

Now,  sir.it  seems  tome  that  this  is  an  appro- 
priate commission  to  refer  this  to.  I  am  surp  that 
gentlemen,  immediately  after  the  adjournment  of 
the  Board  of  Aldeunen,  when  that  first  order  ap- 
pointing three  civil  engineers  was  passed — it  was 
seen  by  many  outside,  and  I  think  by  tbe  Board  of 
Aldermen— understood  that  a  mistake  bad  been 
made  in  putting  on  three  civil  engineers.  It  is 
usually  the  custom  to  put  on  two  engineers  and 
one  practical  man  in  the  subject  on  which  they 
are  t<.  act.  I  know  that  the  Mayor  met  ivith  this 
objection  at  tbe  commencement  iu  appointing 
them.  He  saw  at  once  that  he  was  con- 
fiued  to  three  civil  engineers,  and  I  think  he  felt 
that  it  would  have  been  better  to  have  had  one 
man  practically  educated  in  the  science  of  st  vver- 
age  and  rue  hygiene  of  the  city.  It  has  been  tbe 
custom  heretofoie,  you  ail  remember.  When  the 
water  works  were  first  introduced  into  the  city  of 
Boston,  we  bad  two  engineers,  and  Thomas  B. 
Curtis,  not  an  engineer,  but  a  merchant  of  Boston. 
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I  do  not  remember  a  case  where  they  have  taken 
these  scientific  engineers  for  a  purpose  of  this 
kind  and  have  not  put  on  one  practical  business 
man.  I  believe  the  order  is  right,  and  we  should 
permit  it  to  remain  as  it  is. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  believe  chat  the  question 
is  upon  giving:  the  order  a  second  reading.  I 
trust  that  that  motion  will  prevail  in  order  that 
the  matter  may  be  settled  this  afternoon ;  but  I 
hope  the  order  itself  will  not  pass.  I  have  heard  no 
good  reason  given  by  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12 
why  we  should  change  the  substitute  order  passed 
last  Monday.  He  says  that  unless  these  three 
commissioner-:  are  civil  engineers  he  is  afraid  this 
commission  will  be  run  in  the  interest  of  the 
park.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  somewhat 
questioning  the  integrity  of  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  who  is  to  appoint  these  com- 
missioners. I  do  not  believe  he  will  appoint  that 
commission  in  the  interest  of  anything  except  for 
the  interest  of  the  city  and  to  find  out  what  is  best 
to  be  done  in  the  important  matter  of  sewerage. 
One  other  matter  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12 
dropped,  which  I  would  like  the  Board  to  make  a 
note  of — that  there  was  no  medical  man  fa  this 
community  but  had  already  taken  a  stand  or  was 
prejudiced  in  favor  of  a  public  park,  it  seems  to 
me  that  that  was  rather  a  dangerous  ad- 
mission for  the  Alderman  to  make.  Does 
he  mean  to  say  that  every  medical  man 
of  experience  and  standing  in  the  commu- 
nity is  in  favor  of  a  public  park?  I  do  notkaow 
but  such  is  the  fact,  but  I  hardly  exj.  ected  to  hear 
it  admitted  by  sueh  a  strong  opponent  of  toe  park 
as  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12.  He  says  that  this 
commission  should  be  composed  of  unbiased  and 
unprejudiced  men.  It  seems  to  me  that  they  can 
be  unbiased  and  unprejudiced,  if  Iwo  are  civil 
engineers  and  the  other  is  a  medical  man,  a  per- 
son interested  in  and  informed  upon  sanitary 
works.  That  will  be  the  strongest  commission. 
His  honor  the  Mayor  will  appoint,  only  such  men 
as  are  not  in  the  interest  of  any  scheme  or  party; 
and  he  will  appoint  men  best  fitted  to  consider  and 
report  upon  the  imnortant  matter  referred  to 
them. 


Alderman  Power — I  don't  remember  making 
any  such  statement — that  every  physician  of  note 
in  thia  city  was  committed  to  parks.  I  deny  mak- 
ing any  such  statemeut.  I  said  that  the  men  of 
note  who  bad  made  this  question  a  hobby  and  a 
study — who  are  supposed  to  be  authority  upon 
sanitary  statistics — were  committed  to  this  ques- 
tion of  parks;  and  I  objected  to  having  any  such 
persons  put  upon  this  commission.  This  question 
of  sewerage  is  entirely  an  engineering  question, 
and  the  committee  thought  they  were  try- 
ing to  get  the  best  thing  done,  and  get  the 
strongest  commission.  It  is  well  known  that  en- 
gineers of  eminence  are  the  best  authority  on 
sanitary  matters,  particularly  when  it  comes  in 
connection  with  sewerage.  The  committee 
thought  they  had  the  matter  in  the  very  best  pos- 
sible shape  for  the  city ;  and  we  somewhat  ques- 
tion and  have  some  doubts,  as  I  said  before,  of 
the  object  for  which  that  amendment  was  offered. 
I  say  frankly,  that  I  suspect  that  it  was  intended 
to  have  it  run  as  far  as  possible  in  the  interest  of 
this  park  question,  and  we  want  it  kept  entirely 
separate  from  that.  It  is  somewhat  customary  here, 
when  a  committee  have  made  a  recommendation 
in  any  such  matter  as  this,  for  gentlemen  offering 
such  orders  as  the  amendment  to  have  some  con- 
sultation with  the  members  of  the  committee 
about  it.  In  this  case,  as  I  remarked  before,  that 
order  was  offered  when  I  was  in  the  chair  and 
could  not  sneak  upon  the  subject.  I  have  no 
doubt  but  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  so  far  ps  he 
is  concerned,  will  endeavor  to  get  the  best  com- 
mission that  be  can,  and  I  do  not  think  he 
will  stoop  to  pick  up  people  committed  to  this 
question. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time.  Aldermaa 
Prescott  called  tor  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  the 
order  was  rejected— yeas  3,  nays  9. 

Yeas  -Aldermen  Harris,  Power,  Viles — 3. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Burrage,  Clark, 
O'Brien,  Pope,  Prescott,  Quincy,  Stebbins,  Worth- 
ington— 9. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington  the  Board 
adjourned. 
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PAPEKS     FROM    THE    BOARD     OF    ALDERMEN  FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Notices  of  James  E.  Root  and  Walter  Farns- 
worth,  of  surrender  of  estates  on  the  Northamp- 
ton-street district,  and  petition  of  D.  D.  Stack- 
pole.    Severally  referred. 

Auditor's  Monthly  Exhibit,  dated  March  3  (City 
Doc.  No.  34, 1875),  and  Report  on  Fires  and  Alarms 
for  Febuary,  1875.    Severally5placed  on  file. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  consider 
expediency  of  amending  the  fiftieth  and  fifty-first 
sections  of  the  ordinance  in  relation  to  streets,  so 
as  to  require  the  removal  of  snow  and  ice  from 
the  sidewalk  or  footway  in  front  of  houses  by  the 
owners  or  persons  having  charge  of  the  same. 
Passed. 

Report  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  comply  with  the 
request  of  the  School  Committee  for  additional 
primary-school  accommodations  in  the  Bigelow 
District.    Accepted. 

THE  WIDENING  OF  SCHOOL  STREET. 

A  resolve  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  widen  School 
street  at  the  present  time  came  down  substituted 
for  the  proposed  reference  of  the  communication 
of  the  Street  Commissioners  on  the  subject  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

The  question  was  on  concurring  in  the  substitu- 
tute  action. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4  moved  that  the  resolve 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  hope  the  Council  will 
not  concur  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  the 
passage  of  the  resolve,  for  the  reason  that  I  think 
it  is  ill-timed  and  ought  not  to  be  passed  now.  I 
hold  in  my  nana  a  copy  of  a  petition  signed  by 
about  eighty  firms  in  Boston  representing  at  least 
$45,000,000,  asking  for  the  widening  of  this 
street.  They  come  to  the  City  Government 
in  good  faith  and  ask  that  they  may  be 
heard  in  relation  to  this  matter.  I  was  not 
present  at  the  meeting  of  the  Council,  but 
if  I  had  been  I  should  certainly  have  opposed  the 
amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
4  [Mr.  Whitmore]  for  the  committee  to  consider 
the  expediency  of  widening  Beacon  street  from 
Tremont  to  Park  and  Somerset  streets,  which  has 
not  been  asked  for  by  the  petitioners.  I  believe 
that  great  injustice  would  be  done  to  those  par- 
ties who  have  petitioned  for  this  hearing.  If  it  be  . 
in  order,  I  would  move  that  those  amendments  be 
stricken  out,  and  that  the  Council  concur  with 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  the  original  reference. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4 — I  was  present  at  the 
session  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  last  Monday, 
and  the  action  taken  by  them  was  simply  the  sub- 
stitution of  this  resolve  for  the  amended  refer- 
ence sent  up  by  the  Council.  The  Aldermen  did 
not  vote  on  the  amended  reference  at  all.  I  moved 
to  lay  this  matter  upon  the  table  simply  for  the 
reason  that  we  have  so  much  business  before  us 
tonight  that  I  think  another  evening  should  be 
given  to  the  discussion  of  the  main  question.  I 
have  some  arguments  to  bring  up  in  support  of 
the  amendment  passed  by  this  Council,  but  I  think 
we  have  already  sufficient  business  laid  out  for 
this  evening,  and  for  that  reason  I  made  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Sampson  of  Ward  10— I  trust  that  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  upon  the  table  will  not  prevail.  I  think 
the  Council  are  prepared  to  act  upon  this  ques- 
tion at  the  present  time.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  is 
do  time  to  entertain  a  proposition  of  this  kind, 
and  that  the  Council  are  prepared  to  go  into 
the  expenditure  necessary  to  widen  School  street. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  prevailed— 23  for, 
22  against. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  for  the  employment  of  necessary  assist- 
ance in  Department  for  Survey,  etc.,  of  Buildings, 
at  not  exceeding  $2000.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

INSPECTORS  OF  LIGHTERS. 

The  election  of  Inspectors  of  Lighters  came  up 
in  the  regular  order  under  unfinished  business. 
The  Chair  read  the  certificate  of  the  election  by 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  Edward  Hatch  as  In- 


spector-in-Chief  and  John  Kenney,  John  J.  Cad- 
digan  and  John  C.  Brooks  assistants,  and  the 
Council  proceeded  to  ballot. 

Mes.srs.  Woods  of  Ward  8,  Barry  of  Ward  7, 
and  Mooney  of  Ward  2  were  appointed  a  commit- 
tee to  receive,  sort  and  count  votes.  They  re- 
ported as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 61 

Necessary  to  a  choice 31 

Edward  Hatch 61 

John  Kenney 50 

John  J.  Caddigan 52 

John  C.  Brooks 26 

Charles  C.  Davis 26 

W.  S.  Battis 24 

J.  Coughlin 5 

J.  Mullaly 1 

J.  W.  Steere 1 

Messrs.  Hatch,  Kenney  and  Caddigan  were  de- 
clared elected  in  concurrence,  and  a  second  bal- 
lot was  had  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

Whole  number  of  votes 63 

Necessary  for  a  choice 32 

Charles  C.  Davis 35 

William  S.  Battis 15 

John  C .  Brooks 9 

J.  Coughlin 2 

J.  Mullaly 1 

J.  W.  Steere 1 

And  Mr.  Davis  was  declared  elected  in  non-con- 
currence.   Certificate  sent  up. 

REDIVISION  OF  THE  WARDS. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10,  in  accordance  with 
notice  filed  with  the  Clerk,  moved  a  reconsider- 
ation of  the  vote  of  the  last  meeting,  whereby 
was  passed  the  order  for  the  Mayor  to  amend  his 
petition  to  the  Legislature  concerning  a  new 
division  of  the  wards,  so  that  the  number  of 
wards  shall  be  fixed  at  thirty-two,  with  two  mem- 
bers of  the  Common  Council  and  two  members 
of  the  School  Committee  from  each  ward,  (City 
Doc.  No.  33, 1875). 

Mr.  Brackett— I  gave  this  notice,  not  from  any 
wish  to  throw  a  stumbling  block  in  the  way  of  the 
revision  of  the  wards,  or  to  cause  any  unnecessary 
delay.  Last  week  I  asked  to  postpone  it,  but  the 
Council  decided  in  the  negative ;  but  it  does  seem 
to  me  that  the  main  question  has  not  received  the 
discussion  to  which  its  importance  entitles  it. 
The  question  has  come  up  on  two  or  three  differ- 
ent evenings,  but  under  a  different  shape.  The 
first  Dight  there  was  an  order  for  the  Mayor  to  di- 
vide the  city  into  thirty  wards;  the  next  even- 
ing there  was  an  amendment  to  have  two 
Common  Councilmen  from  each  ward;  then 
the  next  evening'  there  was  another  for 
thirty-six  wards,  and  on  the  last  evening 
a  proposition  was  made  to  change  that 
number  so  as  to  make  the  wards  thirty-two. 
The  entire  discussion  of  the  question  has  been 
upon  whether  or  not  it  is  better  to  make  this  re- 
vision now,  and  the  main  question,  as  to  how 
many  wards  there  should  be,  has  had  no  discus- 
sion. At  the  last  meeting  the  committee  brought 
in  a  report  and  no  gendeman  here  had  time  to 
read  it,  and  I  think  it  was  almost  unprecedented 
to  ask  the  Council  to  vote  upon  a  subject  of  such 
importance  as  to  be  reported  upon  in  print  on 
the  same  evening  when  it  is  presented. 
Of  course,  gentlemen  could  not  have  had  time  to 
read  and  reflect  upon  that  report,  and  I  think  that 
no  good  reasons  have  been  given  for  thirty-two 
wards.  Two  important  questions  are  involved. 
One  is  whether  we.ought  to  make  a  diminutiou  of 
the  number  of  the  Council,  and  the  other  is 
whether  we  should  reduce  or  increase  the  number 
of  wards.  There  are  good  arguments  upon  both 
sides.  Believing  that  hasty  legislation  is  not  ad- 
visable in  any  case,  I  moved  this  reconsideration, 
hoping  that  it  will  prevail,  and  that  members  hav- 
ing new  propositions  to  make  may  be  allowed  to 
do  so. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  14—1  feel  constrained  to 
oppose  a  reconsideration  unless  the  gentleman 
who  makes  the  motion  will  give  some  intimation 
of  the  nature  of  the  amendment  which  may  be 
offered  by  him  if  the  reconsideration  prevails.  I 
am  fully  aware  that  the  action  of  the  committee 
was  a  little  unusual;  my  only  apology  for  it  is  the 
fact  that  at  the  previous  meeting  a  general  desire 
was  expressed  to  hear  from  the  committee.  The 
motion  I  had  made  individually  was  to  alter 
the  number  of  wards  from  twerity-to  thirty-six, 
but  it  was  at  once  desired  to  have  the  opinion  of 
the  whole  committee.  A  meeting  was  called  as 
soon  as  possible,  and  the  number  thirty-two  agreed 
upon.  We  were  obliged  to  report  in  print  in  or- 
der to  give  members  an  opportunity  to  understand 
the  reasons  which   governed   us  in   making  tha 
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decision.  lam  aware  that  it  is  hardly  as  in  ter- 
esting  as  a  penny  novel,  and  I  didn't  expect  mem- 
bers to  read  it  as  attentively  as  they  would  some- 
thing more  fascinating.  To  escape  the  flood  of 
eloquence  which  occurred  iD  the  chamber,  the 
members  took  iefuge  in  the  ante-room,  but  they 
had  ample  opportunity  to  find  the  reasons  of 
the  committee  in  the  document.  The  main 
reason  of  the  committee  is  that  it  is  Dot 
desirable  to  reduce  trie  number  of  the  Coun- 
cil much  from  its  presenc  limit.  As  to 
whether  the  number  of  the  Council  should  be  62 
instead  of  32,  that  can  easily  be  understood  by  the 
average  Councilman.  I  do  not  think  any  member 
voted  at  the  last  meeting  with  the  slightest  misap- 
prehension of  his  vote.  1  should  be  loth  to  prevent 
the  offering  of  any  amendment;  but  the  debate 
lasted  two 'evenings,  and  there  was  plenty  of  time 
to  offer  amendments.  Unless  the  mover  of  the 
reconsideration  is  willing  to  state  the  amendment 
he  proposes  to  offer,  I  hardly  think  it  is  wise  to 
reverse  our  action.  It  is  true  that  hasty  legisla- 
tion is  undesirable;  but  it  is  also  undesirable 
at  this  early  stage  of  the  Council,  after  a  matter 
has  been  decided,  to  allow  it  again  to  be  opened  and 
debated.  As  I  said  last  week,  the  whole  question  of 
the  charter  is  studded  with  problems  for  debate 
and  discussion  ;  and  now,  unless  some  good  rea- 
son is  given,  I  can  see  no  cause  for  going  back 
and  reopening  this  question.  It  is  true  that  the 
vote  is  not  recorded,  but  it  seemed  to  me  that  the 
majority  was  very  strongly  in  favor  of  the  recom- 
mendation  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— The  gentleman  says 
an  opportunity  was  offered  to  make  amendments 
at  the  last  meeting.  I  differ  from  him.  It  will  he 
remembered  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6 
[Mr.  Crocker]  offered  an  amendment,  which  was 
discussed.  I  also  intended  to  offer  an  amend  ment 
that  evening,  but  before  I  could  do  so  the  previous 
question  was  ordered.  I  am  willing  to  state  the 
nature  of  the  amendment  I  shall  offer  if  the  re- 
consideration prevails,  only  it  places  me  some- 
what at  a  disadvantage,  because  by  our  rules  I  am 
limited  to  five  minutes  in  discussing  the  motion  to 
reconsider.  The  \  amendment  which  I  should 
offer  as  a  substitute  is  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  amend  his  petition,  now  before  the  Legisla- 
ture, so  that  the  number  of  wards  after  the  new 
census  shall  be  Axed  at  twenty-four,  and  so  that 
the  Common  Council  and  School  Committee  shall 
each  consist  of  seventy-two  members,  to  be  ap- 
portioned by  the  City  Council  among  the  several 
wards,  according  to  the  number  of  voters  in  each. 
That  involves  a  new  idea  here,  but  I  have  not 
the  time  now  to  explain  it  and  give  my  leasons  for 
it,  which  I  should  be  happy  to  do  if  the  reconsid- 
eration prevails. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  prevailed— 38  for,  15 
against. 

Mr.  Brackett  offered  the  order  he  had  read  as  a 
substitute  for  the  one  adopted  at  the  last  meeting. 

Mr.  Brackett — As  this  amendment  involves  a 
new  system  of  apportioning  the  members  of  the 
Council  among  the  wards,  I  desire  to  say  a  word 
or  two  in  favor  of  it.  The  object  at  which  we  are 
aiming  in  this  division  is  to  obtain  an  equality  of 
representation  among  the  different  wards.  It  has 
been  the  custom  to  obtain  this  by  having  a  uni- 
form number  of  Councilmen  from  each  ward,  and 
then  endeavoring  to  make  the  wards  equal  in  the 
number  of  voters.  While  The  city  was  compact 
and  homogeneous,  as  it  was  at  the  time  of  the  pre- 
vious apportionment,  it  was  easy  to  obtain  that 
equality.  But  now  the  character  of  the  city  is 
changed;  the  cities  of  Roxbury  and  Charlestown, 
and  the  towns  of  Dorchester,  West  Roxbury 
and  Brighton  have  been  annexed,  and  I  think 
if  you  try  to  have  an  arbitrary  number 
from  each  ward  there  will  be  great  diffi- 
culty in  adjusting  the  ward  lines.  Take  Brigh- 
ton, for  instance  ;  I  suppose  tne  committee 
intend  to  make  that  a  ward  by  itself ;  there  cer- 
tainly would  be  an  objection  to  making  it  a  part 
of  another  ward,  because  in  that  case  you  would 
have  two  voting  precincts,  which  would  make  it 
substantially  a  ward  by  itself.  If  you  make 
Brighton  one  ward,  with  its  1200  voters,  and  divide 
the  rest  of  the  city  upon  the  same  basis,  you  will 
have  some  forty-six  or  forty-seven  wards  and 
some  ninety-two  or  ninety-four  Councilmen, 
which  I  presume  no  one  desires.  By 
the  plan  which  I  propose,  it.  seems  to 
are  that  this  matter  can  be  easily  adjusted.  If 
Brighton  is  entitled  to  one  or  two  Councilmen,  she 
will  get  them,  and  if  one  or  two  wards  have  twice 
that  number  of  voters  they  will  get  twice  the  num- 


ber of  Counsilmen.  Now  what  is  the  use  of  divid- 
ing a  large  ward  to  make  another  as  small  as 
Brighton?  Take  Ward  11  for  example ;  if  you  make 
Brighton  a  ward,  Ward  11  would  perhaps  have 
voters  enough  to  make  three  wards.  I  have  never 
heard  of  any  unfairness  in  an  election  in  Ward  11 ; 
people  have  a  chance  to  voce,  good  delegations 
are  sent  to  the  Council  and  the  Legislature;  it 
seems  tome  that  it  is  well  enough  as  it  is,  and  if 
that  is  so  what  is  the  use  of  making 
two  or  three  small  wards  of  it?  Why  not 
let  it  remain  as  it  is,  and  give  it  the 
number  of  Councilmen  in  proportion  to  the  num- 
ber of  voters.  If  the  division  is  made  in  this  way, 
the  different  wards  would  substantially  have  three 
Councilmen  apiece,  and  I  have  provided  for  that 
by  making  the  number  of  Councilmen  a  multiple 
of  the  number  of  wards,  the  wards  remaining 
substantially  as  they  are  now,  which,  it  seems  to 
me,  is  desirable.  Taking  800  voters  to  a  Council- 
man, a  majority  of  wards  would  be  entitled  to 
three  members  of  the  Council,  and  a  great  many 
would  have  a  small  surplus.  You  could  then  ar- 
range the  ward  lines  so  as  to  take  off  the  sur- 
plus and  put  it  upon  the  ward  that  has 
not  enough.  In  this  manner  you  main- 
tain both  the  ward  lines  and  equality 
of  representation.  This  subject  involves  two  im- 
portant questions.  First,  whether  we  should 
have  so  many  wards?  I  believe  it  is  not  desirable 
to  have  so  many  wards,  and  I  subscribe  to  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  in  that  re- 
spect. To  have  a  large  number  of  wards  would 
put  the  city  to  a  large  expense  for  ward  rooms, 
and  make  it  desirable  for  men  who  put  up  houses. 
Some  think  the  people  will  be  better  acquainted 
in  small  wards.  I  do  not  think  so.  In  the  coun- 
try it  is  so.  But  in  the  city  we  know  those  who 
live  in  the  most  distant  parts  of  the  ward  as  well 
as  those  who  live  nearus.  Neither  do  Ithinksmall 
wards  will  prevent  fraudulent  voting.  If  you  look 
through  this  city  you  will  find  that  the  large 
wards  are  just  as  free  from  frauds  as  the  small 
ones.  If  people  are  susceptible  to  corruption,  I 
don't  care  if  you  divide  the  wards  into  micro- 
scopic proportions,  it  will  not  make  them  less  so. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  the  people  desire  good  gov- 
ernment, the  elections  will  be  carried  on  right, 
and  no  matter  how  large  they  are,  the  wards  will 
be  represented  by  good  men.  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  also  said  business  would  be  done 
more  expeditiously  in  a  small  Council,  and  he 
spoke  of  the  tendency  to  debate  in  this  body. 
I  take  issue  with  him  upon  that  point.  I 
thiuk  it  is  a  good  thing  for  the  city  to  have  ques- 
tions of  this  kind  debated  at  length,  that  improper 
legislation  will  be  much  less  where  a  large  num- 
ber of  minds  pass  upon  it.  If  I  had  a  pet  scheme 
which  might  perhaps  be  improper,  I  thiDk  my 
chances  for  securing  its  passage  would  be  much 

freater  than  if  it  had  to  pass  the  ordeal  of  a  large 
ody.  The  idea  of  apportionment  which  I  have 
thrown  out  is  a  new  one,  I  am  aware;  but  I  con- 
sider that  it  will  furnish  the  most  satisfactory  way 
of  adjusting  this  question.  It  seems  to  me  that 
seventy-two  Councilmen  is  not  too  large  for  a 
legislative  body  of  the  City  Government  of  Bos- 
ton, but  it  seems  to  me  that  twenty- four  will  be  as 
large  a  number  of  wards  as  we  ought  to  have. 

Mr.Whitmore  of  Ward  4— The  proposition  which 
the  gentleman  has  just  explained  involves  a  radi- 
cal change,  as  he  himself  confesses,  in  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  Common  Council  and  School 
Committee  and  other  cioy  officers  are  elected.  I 
am  unwilling  that  he  should  seem  to  have  the 
advantage  of  seeming  to  appeal  to  the  Council  to 
keep  the  number  of  members  at  it  i  present  limit. 
Those  who  have  followed  the  course  of  the  debates 
on  this  question  are  aware  of  the  proposition  made 
to  have  thirty-six  wards  with  two  members  from 
each,  which  would  give  seventy-two  as  the  num- 
ber of  the  Council.  "  The  reduction  to  thirty-two 
was  made  in  the  committee  after  a  consideration 
of  all  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  a 
large  number  of  wards.  Practically,  the  vote 
arrived  at  last  eveniDg  involved  no  considerable 
reduction  of  the  members  of  the  Council.  As  to 
the  matter  of  one  small  ward,  which  is  brought 
up  on  all  occasions,  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10 
seems  to  forget  that  we  have  already  instructed 
the  Mayor  to  petition  for  more  than  one  voting 
place.  It  is  true  that  no  division  could  be  made 
in  Brighton,  but  it  will  be  practically  impossihle 
to  make  an  even  division  iu  East  Boston,  Charles- 
town  and  other  wards.  We  cannot  make  exactly 
two,  three  or  four  wards  in  Charlestown  or  East 
Boston,  and  have  a  unit  of  representation  which 
will  suit  the  whole  city.    For  that  very  reason  it 


117 


COMMON      COUNCIL, 


was  decided,  and  it  has  already  been  voted  by 
this  Council,  toat  it  is  best  for  the  Mayor 
to  petition  for  more  than  one  voting  place  in  a 
ward.  When  we  come  to  West  Roxbury  and  Dor- 
chester, it  was  thought  best  to  have  more  than 
one  polling  place,  and  the-  argument  of  the  com- 
mittee was  that  as  soon  as  you  had  more  than  one 
voting  place  you  had  virtually  another  ward.  As 
to  the  suggestion  that  you  can  have  live  or  six 
from  one  ward,  and  two  or  three  f mm  another, 
that  is  opposed  to  our  entire  system  of  govern- 
ment, and  the  gentleman  must  give  a  stronger  ar- 
fumeut  than  that  for  the  change  he  proposes, 
he  object  of  the  committee  is  to  make  as 
slight  change  as  possible  in  the  city  charter, 
for  this  year.  When  the  new  charter  comes 
up,  the  gentleman  will  have  ample  occasion  to 
bring  forward  the  scheme  which  he  proposes. 
After  considering  the  matter  with  a  good  deal  of 
care  the  committee  decided  that  thirty -two  wards 
with  two  members  from  each  would  give  us  all  the 
advantages  we  could  desire,  and  was  a  sufficiently 
slight  departure  from  the  existing  charter  to  war- 
rant us  in  expecting  to  get  it  through  this  year. 
My  argument  is  that  it  makes  as  little  change  as 
possible.  I  don't  want  to  go  into  fanciful  or 
Utopian  schemes  of  legislation.  If  we  go  before 
the  Legislature  with  a  proposition  to  divide  the 
wards  the  present  year,  that  will  probably  be  ac- 
cepted. I  think  that  will  be  all  that  is  required. 
I  hope  gentlemen  who  voted  for  the  order  pro- 
posed by  the  committee  will  reaffirm  that  opinion 
at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9— When  this  matter  first 
came  up  I  was  somewhat  in  favor  of  reducing  the 
number  of  the  Council;  but  after  hearing  the  dis- 
cussion, it  seems  to  me  that  there  is  a  great  deal 
of  weight  in  the  idea  of  the  advantages  which  a 
large  Council  can  give  us.  There  is  a  great  deal 
of  advantage  in  the  discussions  which  take  place 
here.  The  members  of  the  Council,  on  the  differ- 
ent committees,  have  a  great  deal  of  work  to  do, 
and  I  see  no  objection  to  this  body  consisting  of 
seventy-two  members.  If  you  are  to  have  a  Coun- 
cil of  severty-two  members,  the  number  thirty- 
six  is  very  much  more  convenient  than  thirty-twro 
for  purposes  of  division,  which  I  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Council  to  the  other  night.  It  is  quite  im- 
portant, if  there  are  many  candidates  to  elect  by 
districts,  that  we  should  avoid  splitting  the  wards, 
and  the  number  thirty  two  permits  the  selection 
of  only  four  members.  For  instance,  with  thirty- 
two  wards,  you  could,  without  splitting  the  wards, 
elect  4,  8  or  16  candidates,  and  that  is  all.  But  if 
you  have  thirty-six  wards,  you  can  elect  2,  3,  4,  6, 
9, 12, 18  candidates.  So  it  is  evident  that  thirty-six 
is  much  more  convenient  than  thirty-two,  while 
the  auestion  of  polling  places  does  not  seem 
to  me  to  be  a  very  serious  matter.  The 
establishment  of  new  polling  places  can  be 
done  very  inexpensively;  when  the  wards  are 
small,  of  course  the  polling  places  will  be  small. 
If  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10 
does  not  prevail  I  propose  to  try  the  opinion  of  the 
Council  by  offering  another,  that  the  number  of 
wards  be  thirty-six,  with  two  members  of  the 
Council  and  School  Committee  from  each. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7 — I  fully  agree  with  the 
gentlemen  from  Ward  9  as  to  the  number  of 
wards.  The  disadvantage  of  the  order  offered  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  is  this:  Under 
it,  one  ward  will  have  perhaps  one  Coun- 
cilman, and  another  five  or  six,  ten  or 
twelve — it  mav  have  any  number,  or  you 
may  make  it  as  large  as  you' please.  Whereas,  if 
the  order  is  as  specific'  as  the  one  which  was 
passed  the  other  evening,  that  the  Mayor  petition 
for  authority  to  divide  the  city  into  a  certain  num- 
ber of  wards,  with  one  or  two  Councilojen  from 
each,  then  the  wards  will  be  divided  in  that  ratio, 
the  voters  will  be  so  equally  divided  that  each 
member  will  lepresent  about  the  same  number  of 
constituents.  Under  the  order  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  10,  one  ward  would  have  one,  two, 
three  or  four  members,  and  I  am  opposed  to  that. 
The  European  plan  of  representation  is  the 
proper  one.  There  are  some  things  in  the 
old  kingly  governments  which  might  be 
copied  with  a  great  deal  of  good  to  republican  in- 
stitutions. Each  man  runs  upon  his  osvn  merits. 
There  is  one  candidate  fiom  each  district;  fifteen 
may  run ;  and  the  one  who  gets  the  most  votes  is 
elected.  Now,  what,  is  the  consequence  of  our 
system?  You  have  a  large  room  for  the  4000 
voters  in  a  ward;  you  call  a  caucus,  and  the 
citizens  of  the  ward  meet,  forsooth;  the  caucus  is 
managed  by  about  five  persons ;  candidates  are 
nominated ;     some    may    be    good    enough    for 


any  office,  and  some  may  not;  but  they  are 
all  elected.  Now,  if  you  had  very  small 
wards  with  one  candidate  for  an  office,  then, 
if  the  caucus  makes  an  unfit  nomination, 
the  citizens  of  the  ward  can  put  up  an- 
other man  and  beat  the  one  who  is  nominated  by 
this  caucus  management.  In  a  large  ward,  if  you 
nominate  four  men  in  caucus,  it  is  almost  impos- 
sible to  defeat  them,  because  the  friends  of  the 
weak  man  will  work  the  harder,  and  the  strong 
man  will  help  the  weak,  and  the  whole  ticket  will 
be  elected.  I  should  rather  see  the  contractors 
getting  jlarge  jobs  tor  building  wardrooms,  than 
that  this  branch  of  the  City  Government 
should  be  run  by  rings.  If  there  should  be 
a  wrong  done  in  making  jobs  for  building 
wardrooms,  the  other  wrong  is  ten  times 
greater,  t.nd  of  the  two  evils  give  me  the 
lesser.  I  say  the  larger  number  of  wards  will  not 
be  a  great  expense,  and  if  it  is,  it  will  be  in  the  in- 
terest of  good  government.  The  very  thing  which 
lies  at  the  foundation  of  our  election  is  the  caucus 
system.  That  is  what  we  are  trying  to  right,  and 
you  can  never  do  it  in  a  large  ward ;  but  if  you 
nave  a  small  watd,  it  can  be  done  with  one 
representative  in  this  body  and  in  the  Legisla- 
ture. I  wish  that  the  order  passed  could  be  more 
flexible,  according  to  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  6  [Mr.  Crocker], 
making  the  number  not  less  than  twenty- 
four  or  twenty-six,  nor  more  than  forty- 
eight,  so  that  after  we  get  power  from  the 
Legislature  we  can  divide  the  wards  as  we  see  fit. 
I  am  opposed  to  the  order  of  ths  gentleman  from 
Ward  10,  because  I  believe  we  should  have  a  large 
number  of  -wards,  and  I  think  we  should  try  the 
European  plan  of  single  representation.  His 
plan  would  increase  the  evils  which  exist  today, 
and  are  the  result  of  aaving  large  wards.  He  says 
there  will  be  no  great  harm  done  in  naving  large 
wards.  I  think  there  will  be.  It  may  not  be  so  in 
Ward  11,  but  I  say  the  larger  a  ward  becomes  the 
more  unwieldy  it  is  and  the  less  the  people  have 
to  say  about  running  the  caucus.  In  small  wards 
there  is  a  better  chance  of  ndminating  good  men, 
and  of  the  people  taking  part  in  the  election.  I 
am  also  in  favor  of  a  large  representation  in  this 
body. 

Mr.  Long  of  Ward  8— I  disagtee  with  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Ward  7  in  some  particu- 
lars in  regard  to  changing  the  number  of  wards, 
and  I  agree  partly  with  the  member  from  Ward 
10.  I  think  the  number  twenty-four  is  better  than 
one  much  larger.  I  have  noticed  that  from  1822 
to  1867  we  had  but  twelve  warns— -45  years.  In 
1868  three  wards,  the  Roxbury  district,  were  add- 
ed ;  in  1870  one  more  was  added  by  the  annexation 
ot  Dorchester.  In  1871  Charlestown,  West  Rox- 
bury and  Brighton  were  added,  with  five  wards, 
making  twenty-one  in  all.  By  City  Document  33, 
which  lies  on  the  table,  I  see  that  the  whole 
number  of  registered  voters,  both  printed  and 
written,  in  1874  was  57,045.  The  whole  number  of 
votes  cast  at  th<;  last  State  election  with  all  the 
annexed  territory  was  29,603.  The  total  number 
of  votes  cast  for  the  past  seven  years  is  as  fol- 
lows: In  1868,  27,729;  in  1869,  19,009;  in  1870,  21,748; 
in  1871,  17,578;  in  1872,  26,214;  in  1873,  16,929;  in 
1874,  29,603.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  not  more  than 
one-half  the  registered  voters  will  deposit  ballots. 
By  calling  the  whole  registered  vote  in  round 
numbers  60,000,  if  divided  into  thirty-six  wards  as 
has  been  proposed,  would  make  the  average  to 
each  ward  1666,  while  the  number  of  ballots  real- 
ly deposited  was  833.  For  thirty-two  wards,  as  is 
now  proposed,  the  average  of  voters  in  each  ward 
would  be  1875;  actual  votes,  937;  for  twenty -five 
wards,  average  2400,  actual  votes  1200;  tor  twenty- 
four  wards,  average  2500,  actual  votes  1250.  I 
think  twenty-four  or  twenty-five  wards  will  be 
ample  for  the  next  fifty  years,  and  we 
should  leave  it  for  the  wisdom  of  fu- 
ture ages  to  determine  their  own  wants. 
I  thiDk  the  honorable  member  from  Ward  7  over- 
looks one  fact  when  he  speaks  of  some  wards  be- 
ing larger  and  others  smaller.  The  object  of  a  re- 
division  is  to  make  them  as  equal  as  possible.  For 
instance,  South  Boston  might  have  two  wards,  each 
as  large  as  two  others  in  some  sections.  I  should  be 
in  favor  of  having  three  Councilmen  from  each 
ward,  unless  they  are  small  wards.  It  is  well 
known  that  since  the  territory  has  increased 
the  labor  to  be  performed  is  much  greater. 
Consequently  if  you  take  only  two  members 
from  each  ward,  it  will  be  very  difficult 
for  them  to  give  the  necessary  time  to  the  in- 
terest of  the  city.  In  view  of  the  number  of 
votes  that  we  will  have,  I  really  hope  the  substi- 
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tute  of  the  honorable  member  from  Ward  10  will 
pass. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  7  savs  that  according:  to  the  system  I  pro- 
pose, you  may  have  as  many  Councilmen  as  you 
please.  I  say  it  will  prevent  it.  We  are  to  ap- 
portion them  after  we  get  tbe  privilege  of  de- 
termining it.  Take  the  basis  of  800  voters  to  a 
Councilman ;  divide  the  total  by  that,  and  East 
Boston  will  have  six,  and  Ward  12  five,  but  no 
other  ward  will  have  more  than  four,  and  the 
most  of  them  three.  I  have  provided  for  three 
additional  wards  so  that  yon  can  divide  East  Bos- 
ton and  Ward  12  into  two  wards.  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  4  says  that  there  is  no  basis  which  can 
be  arrived  at  to  equally  divide  the  outlying  dis- 
tricts. Tbe  whole  number  of  voters  in  Charles- 
town  is  7204;  dividing  that  by  800  gives  nine  Coun- 
cilmen. The  whole  number  of  voters  in  the  Rox- 
bury  wards  divided  by  800  gives  nine  Councilmen, 
with  a  small  surplus.  Dorchester  would  have  four 
Councilmen ;  or  Dorchester  could  be  divided  into 
two  wards  with  two  from  each.  The  voters  of 
Wards  9, 10, 11,  added  together,  will  give  twelve 
Councilmen,  with  a  very  small  surplus,  and  you 
could  either  leave  them  substantally  as  tbey  are,  or 
divide  them.  Wards  2,  3  and  6  would  each  have 
three  Councilmen,  with  a  small  surplus.  Ward 
4  or  5  would  not  have  enough  to  make  an  even 
number,  but  by  taking  the  surplus  from  the  other 
wards  you  could  give  Ward  4  three  Councilmen 
and  Ward  5  two;  Ward  7  has  enough  to 
give  it  four  Councilmen,  and  Ward  8  not 
quite  enough  for  that  number.  It  seems 
to  me  that  it  is  perfectly  practicable ;  it  offers 
no  obstacle  to  having  a  uniform  number  of  mem- 
bers. My  plan  provides  for  seventy-two  Coun- 
cilmen, with  twenty-four  wards,  if  the  Council 
prefers  a  uniform  number  from  each  ward.  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  4  says  i  t  is  opposed  to  our 
whole  system  of  government.  We  now  have  five 
wards,  with  two  Councilmen  from  each,  and  we 
have  n't  seen  any  disadvantage  from  it.  How- 
ever, the  apportionment  is  unfair,  because  the 
wards  vary  in  population.  The  , gentleman  from 
Ward  7  says  he  would  rather  pay  the  ad- 
ditional expense  for  ward  rooms  than  have 
the  city  mn  bv  rings.  He  does  not 
show  that  a  small  ward  cannot  be  run  by  a  small 
ring.  My  judgment  is  that  it  does  n'.x  make  a 
great  difference,  any  way,  and  that  tbe  influence 
of  rings  depend;  upon  he  character  of  tbe  voters, 
and  not  upon  the  number  who  act  together  in  the 
same  ward. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6 — I  do  not  think  that  the 
report  of  this  committee  exactly  embodies  the 
ideas  or  preferences  of  any  individual  member. 
When  they  met  tbere  was  great  diversity  of  opinion 
both  in  regard  to  the  number  of  wards  and  to  the 
representation  in  this  chamber.  My  own  preference 
would  be  for  a  much  smaller  number  of  wards 
and  representation  in  this  body  than  there  is  now. 
I  am  very  much  struck  with  tbe  remarks  of  the 

f;entleman  from  Ward  7  in  regard  to  the  advan- 
ages  of  having  a  small  representation  from  each 
ward,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  the  leport  of  tbe 
committee  is  a  fair  compromise  on  both  the  num- 
ber of  wards  and  the  representation.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  any  gentleman  who  has  sat  here  for  the 
last  ten  months  can  see  any  serious  detriment  to 
result  from  a  reduction  of  the  Council.  Tbe  more 
councilmen  there  are  tbe  more  dinners  and  car- 
riages there  will  be.  If  we  only  have  two  mem- 
bers from  each  ward  the  people  will  be  more  care- 
ful to  put  up  good  men,  and  weak  men  will  not  be 
so  likely  to  be  elected  as  when  tbe  wards  have 
four  and  the  Council  is  large.  Absolute,  just  and 
equal  fairness  are  rarely  found  in  this  wdild,  and 
it  seems  to  me  that,  taking  all  things  into  consid- 
eration, the  report  is  about  as  fair  an  embodiment 
of  the  >-ense  of  the  committee  as  can  be  made,  and 
I  hope  the  Council  will  abide  by  its  former  action, 
and  sustain  the  report. 

Mr.  Long  called  for  tbe  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
substitute.    Lost. 

The  substitute  was  lost,  and  the  question  was  on 
tbe  passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  6  moved  to  amend  by 
striking  out  "32"'  and  inserting  ''30. " 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6—1  would  like  to  offer  an 
amendment  that  the  wards  shall  be  fixed  at  twen- 
ty-four, with  three  members  of  the  Council  and 
two  of  the  School  Committee  from  each.  In 
determining  the  number  of  wards  three 
things  are  to  be  considered— first,  the  number 
of  this  body;  second,  the  number  of 
the  School  Committee  from  each  ward,  and  third, 
the  number  of  Representatives  to  which  the  city 


will  be  entitled  in  the  Legislature.  My  own  pref- 
erence would  be  for  a  smaller  number  than  three 
members  from  each  ward  for  the  Council,  and  I 
think  that  seventy-two  is  a  larger  body  than  we 
need;  I  should  prefer  forty-eight;  1  think  seven- 
ty-two or  sixty-tour  for  the  School  Committee  is 
too  large;  and  that  that  body  would  be  much 
more  efficient  if  limited  to  forty-eight.  We 
ought  to  arrange  the  number  of  wards  so 
as  to  make  it  easy  to  apportion  the  Rep- 
resentatives. If  I  remember  aright,  therpresent 
number  is  forty-five  or  fifty,  and  if  that  is  to  be 
the  number  next  year,  it  will  be  easier  to  pppoiv 
tion  them  among  twenty-four  wards  than  among 
any  other  number. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4— We  ought  to  act  with 
more  deliberation  in  regard  to  the  School  Commit- 
tee than  our  own  body,  because  we  are  acting  for 
others.  The  School  Committee  consists  ot  116 
members.  We  have  already  proposed  to  reduce 
their  number  to  sixty-two,  and  to  reduce  them  to 
forty-eight  would  leave  them  only  a  few  more  than 
a  third  of  the  present  number.  We  have  already 
thrown  one-third  of  the  members  out  of 
their  seats,  and  we  ought  to  make  a  fur- 
ther reduction  as  slight'  as  possible.  The 
same  idea  that  cropped  out  in  the  speech  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  6,  has  appeared  in  the 
speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10,  and  that 
is  to  do  something  to  materially  alter  the  present 
city  charter.  We  must  reduce  the  School  Commit- 
tee somewhat,  but  to  make  it  forty-eight  would 
be  too  much.  I  think  this  body  should  not  deal 
with  a  cobdinate  branch  of  the  City  Government 
without  consulting  them. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7—1  have  been  a  mem- 
ber of  tBe  school  board,  and  I  quite  agree  with 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  4.  If  the  proposed 
new  charter  goes  into  effect,  we  ought  to  have  a 
reduction  of  the  school  board,  for  the  examiners 
will  then  do  what  the  board  does  now.  But  if  the 
charter  does  not  go  through,  I  think  it  would  be 
unwise  to  reduce  the  board  to  such  an  extent. 
We  have  forty-eight  or  fifty  schools  today,  and 
with  only  forty-eight  members  in  the  board,  each 
one  would  be  chairman  of  a  school  district,  which 
would  be  too  much  work,  for  he  could  then  do 
nothing  else.  Until  we  can  have  the  examiners, 
I  shall  object  to  any  reduction  in  the  school 
board. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9— As  there  seems  to  be  a 
wide  diversity  of  opinion  tonight,  1  think  a  cor- 
rect vote  is  entirely,  out  ot  the  question.  The 
committee  seems  to  have  adopted  a  compromise, 
and  I  should  be  glad  to  see  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  6  carried,  for  the  reasons 
that  it  will  give  the  Council  time  to  consider  the 
matter,  and  after  the  census  is  taken  we  shall  be 
able  to  judge  with  more  discrimination.  I  hope 
that  amendment  may  be  renewed. 

Tbe  amendment  of  Mr.  Peabody  was  adopted— 
29  for,  27  against. 

Mr.  Kimball  withdrew  his  amendment,  and  the 
question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  order  as 
amended. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6— It  has  been  urged  that 
we  should  settle  this  year,  and  that  next  year  we 
can  get  a  new  revision  or"  the  wards  if  the  char- 
ter is  adopted.  I  hope  gentlemen  will  not  vote 
for  this  order  with  the  idea  that  it  is  merely  a  tem- 
porary matter  which  can  be  undone  next  year.  It 
seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  undesirable  to  ar- 
range tbe  division  and  prepare  the  wardrooms  for 
one  city  election  this  fall,  and  then  cbange  them 
for  the  next  election.  It  is  plain  that  we  should 
be  carefu1  now  and  fix  it  once  and  for  all,  even  if 
we  do  have  the  new  charter. 

The  order  as  amended,  making  thirty-six  wards 
with  two  members  of  the  Council  and  School  Com- 
mittee from  each,  was  passed. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping 
it  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  raised  tbe  point  that  the  order 
having  been  once  reconsidered  could  not  be  re- 
considered again. 

The  President  decided  the  point  well  taken. 

The  repor   and  order  were  sent  up. 

SWETT  STKEET. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12,  the  Coun- 
cil took  up  the  special  assignment  for  8%  P.  M., 
viz.,  order  for  a  loan  of  $476,000  for  widening, 
building  and  extending  Swett  street  from  Albany 
street  to  Dorchester  avenue;  with  amendments  to 
fix  the  loan  at  f  376,000  instead  of  $476,000,  and  to 
add  to  the  order  the  words,  "provided  that  no  part 
of  said  sum  shall  be  used  or  expended  for  the  pur- 
pose of  changing  the  grade  of|the  railroad  referred 
to  in  chapter  387  of  the  acts  of  1874." 
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Mr.  Wilson  moved  that  it  be  further  assigned 
for  next  Thursday  evening,  at  8%  o'clock,  as  there 
were  several  geotlemen  absent  who  desired  to 
view  the  locality,  which  he  hoped  all  would  be 
able  to  do  during  the  coming  week. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  objected  to  assmging  to 
next  Thursday  evening,  as  he  thought  the  park 
question  would  then  he  discussed.  He  moved  to 
amend  by  making  it  two  weeks  from  tonight. 

Mr.  Wilson  desires!  every  one  to  discuss  the 
matter  and  view  the  premises,  but  could  not  see 
any  reason  for  a  postponement  for  two  weeks. 
.  Mr.  Page  was  willing  to  have  a  vote  taken  to- 
nignt,  though  a  two  weeks'  postponement  could 
do  no  harm. 

Mr.  Flyun  of  Ward  7  had  no  objection  to  a  post- 
ponement, but  urged  as  a  reason  for  speedy  ac- 
tion that  unless  the  street  is  built  by  a  year  from 
next  July  the  city  cannot  enforce  the  agreement 
by  which  the  abutters  are  to  pay  $40,000  in  lands 
and  $60,000  in  money. 

The  motion  to  postpone  for  two  weeks  was  lost, 
and  the  order  was  assigned  for  next  Thursday 
evening  at  8%  P.  M. 

COMMITTEE  ON  CENSUS  AND    DIVISION    OF    WABDS. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  said  that  pressing  J3usi- 
ness  engagements  would  prevent  him  from"  giv- 
ing to  the  labor  of  the  Joint  Special  Committee 
on  Censuses  and  Division  of  Wards  the  atten- 
tion that  it  deserves,  and  he  therefore  requested 
to  be  excused  from  further  service  on  that  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Perkins  was  excused,  and  the  President  ap- 
pointed Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

PETITIONS  PBESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15 — Petition  of  Jamai- 
ca Plain  Gas  Company  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden 
building  situated  near  Williams  sti  eet,  Ward  17. 
Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  In- 
spection of  Buildings. 

Petition  of  Carlton  S.  Bragg,  Jr.,  to  be  paid  for 
injuries  to  his  horse  on  the  North  Ferry  slip.  Re- 
ferred to  Joict  Commitiee  on  Claims. 

Petition  of  Jewell  Clark  for  apportionment  of  his 
Northampton-street  betterment  assessment.  Re- 
ferred to  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Northamp- 
ton-street District. 

By  Mr.  Power  of  Ward  22— Petition  of  Lawrence 
Watson,  Jr.,  for  payment  for  damages.  Referred 
to  Joint  Committee  on  Claims. 

Severally  sent  up. 

SCHOOL  FOK  GYMNASTICS. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction,  submitted  a  report  on  request 
of  School  Committee,  recommending  the  passage 
of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  fit  up  the  hall  of  the  lower 
floor  of  the  old  normal-school  building  on  Mason 
street",  so  as  to  provide  facilities  for  teaching 
gymnastics  in  connection  with  the  Latin  school ; 
the  expense,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  $100,  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Schoolhouses, 
Public  Buildings. 

Order  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules 
on  motion  of  and  after  an  explanation  by  Mr. 
Page  of  Ward  9  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

ARMOBIES. 

Mr.  Trull  of  Ward  20,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Armories,  submitted  a  report  on  petition  of 
Company  C,  Fourth  Battalion  Infantry,  recom- 
mending, the  passage  of  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  until  otherwise  ordered  there  be 
allowed  and  paid  for  rent  of  armory  for  Company 

C,  Fourth  Battalion  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  on 
Hancock  street,  Ward  16,  the  sum  of  $200  per 
annum,  beginning  on  the  first  day  of  January,  A. 

D.  1875,  and  continuing  until  otherwise  ordered; 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Armories. 

Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

COLUMBUS-AVENUE  EXTENSION. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Finance  on  the  report  of  Com- 
mittee on  Streets,  with  an  order  authorizing  a 
transfer  of  $9000  from  the  appropriation  for  Wid- 
ening Streets  to  that  for  Columbus-avenue  Exten- 
sion, recommending  that  said  order  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was  read 
twice  and  passed— yeas  53,  nays  0.    Sent  up. 

THE  PUBLIC  PARK. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9,  the  Coun- 
cil took  from  the  table  the  order  authorizing  the 
Mayor  to  petition  for  an  act  for  the  purchase  or 
taking  of  lands  within  the  city  for  public  parks, 


and  for  the  assessment  of  betterments  on  adjoin- 
ing lands  benefited ;  no  expenditure  to  be  made, 
without  authority  from  the  Legislature,  for  the 
purchase  or  improvement  of  land,  exceeding  the 
sums  raised  by  taxation  appropriated  by  the  City 
Council,  and  received  by  betterment;  said  act  not 
to  take  effect  unless  accepced  by  a  majority  of  the 
legal  voters  at  the  next  State  election. 

Mr.  Peatody  offered  the  following  amendment: 

Amend  by  striking  out  the  words  between  "pro- 
vided however,"  and  "said  act  not  to  take  effect," 
and  substitute  the  following:  "That  all  said  parks 
and  purchases  of  land  for  the  same  shall  be  placed 
in  charge  of  three  commissioners  to  be  appointed 
by  the  Mayor  and  confirmed  by  the  City  Council, 
none  of  said  commissioners  to  be  members  of  the 
City  Government,  and  all  to  be  removable  at  any 
time  Dy  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  City  Council ; 
and,  provided  further,  that  no  money  shall  be  ex- 
pended either  in  the  purchase  or  improvement  of 
said  parks  unless  authorized  by  a  vote  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  City  Council. 

Mr.  Peabody — This  whole  matter  is  but  an  ex- 
pression of  opinion,  since  the  Legislature  will,  of 
course,  take  any  action  it  pleases  upon  the  peti- 
tion, altering  it  in  any  way,  granting  it,  or  making 
amendments,  so  that  anything  we  do  in  regard  to 
it  is  simply,  as  I  said,  an  expression  of  opinion. 
But  I  feel  desirous  that  a  vote  shall  be  put  on 
record  giving  the  opinion  of  the  City  Conned  as  to 
the  restrictions  they  wish  to  put  upon  those  who 
are  to  lay  out  the  parks.  In  fact  I  desire  that  it 
shall  not  go  from  here  simply  as  an  expression  in 
favor  of  parks,  leaving  the  Legislature  entirely 
unaware  whether  we  want  any  restrictions  at  all. 
It  is  a  vast  subject,  and  may  involve  the  citv  in  an 
■  enormous  expenditure  of  money.  1  suppose  it  is 
the  most  important  question  that  has  come  before 
the  Council  for  a  great  while,  and  it  needs  to  be 
carefully  considered  and  handled,  especially  in  the 
present  position  of  the  city  finances.  We  are 
obliged  to  enter  upon  an  immense  expense  for 
water,  which  has  been  estimated  all  the  way  from 
six  to  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  and  it  comes  at  a 
time  when  business  has  been  very  poor.  I  happen 
to  have  seen  a  good  deal  of  the  importing  busi- 
ness of  the  citv  for  the  last  two  years ;  and  take  it 
as  a  whole,  it  has  been  very  unprofitable. 
The  manufacturing  interests  have  also  been 
impaired,  and  any  gentleman  can  call  to 
mind  a  manufacturing  establishment  in  his  • 
neigborhood  that  is  standing  idle.  I  know 
of  them  all  over  the  city.  The  investors  of  the 
city  have  also  met  with  many  losses  in  their  West- 
ern investments,  mines,  railroads,  etc.  So  it  seems 
to  me  that  we  should  be  careful  in  such  a  matter 
as  this.  In  New  York  the  separation  of  the  Park 
Commission  from  the  City  Government  worked 
well,  although  I  would  n't  wish  such  a  separation 
as  the  naming  of  the  commissioners  in  the  act 
and  the  authorizing  of  them  to  appoint  their  suc- 
cessors. I  dont  think  Boston  needs  such  a  separa- 
tion as  that ;  but  still  I  do  think  the  separation  of 
this  great  question  from  the  City  Government  of 
this  great  matter  will  be  advisable,  provided  the 
City  Council  keep  complete  control  of  it,  and  that 
is  why  I  have  offered  this  amendment. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16 — As  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  9  says,  the  question  of  a  public  park  is  un- 
doubtedly the  most  immense  one  that  will  come 
before  the  City  Government.  I  am  very  much 
pleased  by  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman;  it 
shows  that  he  has  given  consideration  to  the  mat- 
ter, and  it  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction.  If  we 
are  to  have  a  public  park  at  an  enormous  expense, 
th^  only  way  to  do  so  is  as  has  been  suggested  by 
him— put  it 'into  the  hands  of  an  able  commission. 
But  it  seems  to  me  that  the  present  is  not  a  time, 
and  certainly  this  is  not  the  moment  to  enter  upon 
this  vast  subject.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  argu- 
ments advanced  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  fa- 
vor of  a  park  make  it  hinge  entirely  upon  the  ne- 
cessities of  the  city  for  a  proper  system  of  sewer- 
age. In  the  opinion  of  gentlemen  we1!  calculated 
to  know,  the  two  subjects  and  schemes  are  in  no- 
wise allied;  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  gentlemen 
conversant  with  the  parties  in  interest  that  this  is 
an  attempt  upon  their  part  to  foist  upon  the  city 
a  large  amount  of  vacant  land  which  at  present  is 
in  such  a  condition  that,  unless  they  can  get  rid  of 
it,  it  will  be  ruinous  to  them.  Therefore,  as 
the  city  is  about  to  appoint  an  able  com- 
mission to  investigate  the  whole  question  of  sew- 
erage, it  seems  to  {roe  that  this  matter  of  a  public 
park,  which  is  unquestionably,  in  its  present  con- 
dition, ostensibly  allied  to  that  of  sewerage, 
should  not  come  up  in  any  form  for  decision  prior 
to  the  report  of  that  commission,  which  undoubt- 
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edly  will  be  inade  within  six  months.  I  believe 
it  is  important  for  the  city  of  Boston  to  have  a 
series  of  parks  within  its  municipal  limits  it  pos- 
sible, but  the  topographical  contour  of  the 
country  makes  it  imperative  that  the  town 
of  Brookline  and  the  city  of  Newton  should  join 
hands  with  the  city  of  Boston  in  this  great  under- 
taking. Therefore,  taking  all  things  into  consid- 
eration— the  finances  of  the  city;  the  fact  that 
real  estate  is  not  going  to  advance — as  all  gentle- 
men owning  it  feel  in  their  nerves — it  seems  to  me 
that  there  is  no  necessity  for  any  steps  to  be 
taken  this  year  for  a  park.  I  hope  the  City 
Council  wiil  agree  with  me  upon  this  point, 
aDd  that  we  shall  not  take  any  steps  for  a 
park  until  it  is  decided  that  it  is  necessary  in 
conjunction  with  our  system  of  sewerage.  If  it 
is  necessary,  the  commission  will  so  report,  and 
then  no  inan  will  go  farther  than  I,  at  any  expense 
that  is  necessary,  to  carry  out  the  plan  of  a  park 
and  secuiing  a  suitable  system  of  sewerage. 
When  this  commission  reports  we  can  enter  upon 
this  question  with  a  more  definite  idea  ot  what 
we  are  about,  and  what  the  necessities  of  the  city 
require,  mote  particularly  as  regards  sewerage, 
and  quite  as  well  as  regards  its  necessities  in  re- 
lation to  a  public  park. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  agree  with  what  the 
gentleman  says,  that  it  will  probably  De  desirable 
that  any  park,  or  system  of  parks,  which  may  be 
laid  out,  shall  include  some  portions  of  adjoining 
cities  and  towns;  aud  I  also  agree  with  him  in 
thinking  that  it  is  not  desirable  to  locate  any  park 
until  this  question  ot  sewerage,  has  been  settled. 
But  the  present  order  does  not  look  to  the  imme- 
diate settlement  of  the  location  of  a  park.  If  this 
order  shall  be  passed,  and  the  Legislature  shall 
grant  an  act  as  requested,  no  park  can  be  located 
until  loDg  after  this  question  of  sewerage  has  been 
settled.  When  the  question  of  the  location  of  a 
park  comes  before  the  City  Government,  this  re- 
port on  the  sewerage  will  have  been  made,  and 
we  shall  know  whether  there  is  any  occasion  for  a 
park  to  be  laid  out  in  any  particular  place  in  order 
to  help  the  sewerage  of  the  city.  I  had  proposed  to 
offer  au  amendment  to  the  order,  covering  a  point 
which  seems  to  me  to  be  very  important, — an 
amendment  providing  that  the  Legislature  may 
be  asked  to  authorize  adjoining  cities  and  towns 
to  cooperate  with  Bostda  in  the  laying  out  of  a 

Sublic  park.  It  seems  to  me  that, as  the  gentleman 
as  suggested,  any  scheme  of  parks  may  well 
include  some  portion  of  Brookline.  My  own  idea 
about  the  true  park  for  the  city  of  Boston  is  that 
there  should  be  a  line  of  park  extending  from 
Brighton,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Charles  River, 
to  the  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir,  thence  to  the  Bus- 
sey  farm,  and  then  on  to  Roxbury  and  Dorches- 
ter. Such  a  line  of  park — a  narrow  strip  of  land, 
carrying  merely  a  rural  driveway  and  rural  paths, 
bordered  with  trees  and  green  grass — would  neces- 
sarily cross  Brookline.  No  such  scheme  as  I  have 
suggested  can  be  carried  out  unless  some  clause 
in  the  law  will  enable  Brookline  to  cooperate  with 
this  city  and  take  care  of  the  small  piece  of  the 
line  of  park  that  would  fall  within  its  boundaries. 
Then  *gain  the  improvement  of  Charles  River  has 
been  stiougly  urged,  because  of  the  opportunity 
it  will  give  to  make  a  beautiful  water  park  right 
in  the  centre  of  the  future  metropolis,  where  it 
would  be  easily  accessible  to  multitudes  of  people. 
On  a  pleasant  summer  day  such  a  park  would  be 
alive  with  sail  boats  and  row  boats,  and  its  shores 
would  be  crowded  with  people  enjoying  the  cool 
breezes  that  were  wafted  across  its-waters.  As,  how- 
ever, Cambridge  owns  one  shore  of  Charles  River, 
the  improvement  of  that  river  cannot  be  carried 
out  unless  the  Legislature  gives  Cambridge  in 
some  way  the  authority  to  cooperate  with  the  city 
of  Boston.  Under  the  act  that  the  order  now  be- 
fore us  asks  for,  Boston  could  not  do  anything  for 
Charles  River,  nor  could  it  do  anything  for  a  line 
of  parks  crossing  Brookline.  We  should  be  con- 
fined within  the  arbitrary  boundary  lines  of  Bos- 
ton, which  ate  very  crooked,  and  run  according  to 
the  old  town  boundaries.  It  seems  to  me  very  de- 
sirable that  when  we  come  to  lay  out  a  park,  we, 
or  the  commissioners  appointed'  for  the  purpose, 
should  have  the  whole  field  south  of  Charles 
River  before  us  to  selectf  torn,  and  that  we  should 
not  he  limited  and  hampered  by  any  town  lines, 
especially  by  the  piece  of  territory  forming  the 
town  of  Brookline  which  cuts  a  gore  into  the  ter- 
ritory of  this  city,  and  which  would  interfere 
with  the  carrying  out  of  any  general  scheme. 

As  the  order  now  stands  it  provides  substan- 
tially for  laying  out  a  park  on  the  south  side  of 
the  Milldatn,  and  for  nothing  else.    If  we  obtain 


an  act  in  the  terms  now  proposed,  it  will  hardly 
be  practicable  to  layout  any  park,  except  that  one, 
that  will  have  substantially  the  whole  field  to 
itself.  I  know  that  a  great  many  gentlemen  in- 
terested in  lands  in  that  quarter  are  urging  the 
laying  out  of  a  park  there,  and  that  this  present 
movement  is  gotten  up  substantially  by  them. 
Gentlemen  know  that  I  "am  anxious  that  some- 
thing shall  be  doiie  for  laying  out  a  park  for  Bos- 
ton before  the  beautiful  bits  of  country  lying 
about  us  are  destroyed .  There  are  still  left,  close 
at  hand,  beautiful  hills  and  woods  with  as  much 
true  natural  beauty  as  you  can  rind  a  hundred  or 
five  hundred  miles  away.  These,  I  believe,  ought 
to  be  secured  before  they  are  destroyed, — before 
the  trees  have  been  cut  down  and  the  hills  lev- 
elled for  gravel  pits  or  to  make  way  for  house 
lots.  I  think  there  are  a  thousand  reasons  why 
we  should  not  delay  this  question.  The 
suburbs  of  Boston  offer  wonderful  oppor- 
tunities for  public  parks,  but  those  oppor- 
tunities are  fast  slipping  away  from  us, 
and  I  think  it  will  be  the  truest  economy  to  im- 
prove our  opportunities  before  they  are  forever 
gone.  I  therefore  hope,  and  hope  strongly,  that 
we  shall  ask  the  Legislature  for  authority  to  lay 
out  a  public  park  or  parks.  But  I  do  not  want  to 
se<;  the  request  put  in  such  a  shape  that  the  only 
park  that  we  can  lay  out  under  it  will  be  a  park 
on  the  south  side  of  the  Milldam,  which,  I  say 
decidedly,  I  do  not  think  is  a  proper  position  for  a 
park.  Every  proposed  scheme  for  a  park  ought 
to  have  a  fair  chance  upon  its  merits, — our  choice 
should  not  be  limited  to  a  particular  locality.  I 
do  not  know  whether  it  would  be  ia  order  to  offer 
an  amendment  now,  but  the  amendment  I  had 
proposed  to  offer  was  the  following: 

Amend  by  striking  out  all  between  the  words 
"public  parks"  and  the  woids  "provided  how- 
ever," and  insert  instead,  "and  authorizing  any 
adjoining  city  or  town,  that  may  desire  to  do  so, 
to  cooperate  with  this  city  by  purchasing  or  other- 
wise taking  lauds  witbin  the  limits  of  such  city  or 
town  for  similar  purposes;  also  authorizing  the 
assessment  of  betterments  upon  any  neighboring 
lands  benefited  by  the  establishment  of  such 
parks." 

The  only  material  alteration  that  I  propose  by 
this  amendment  is  to  add  a  request  that  adjoining- 
cities  and  towns  may  be  allowed  to  cooperate  with 
this  city  in  laying  out  a  park  or  parks. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9—1  trust  that  both  the 
amendments  will  prevail,  because  I  think  they 
supplement  each  other  and  both  tend  to  the  same 
end.  All  must  agree  as  to  the  importance  of  this 
subject  and  the  necessity  of  proceeding  with  cau- 
tion and  great  care.  I  feel  that  the  order  as  pro- 
posed, before  these  amendments  were  offered, 
would  be  fraught  with  great  danger  if  it  should 
pass.  I  believe  that  it  was  instigated  for  a  particu- 
lar interest.  There  is  a  very  strong  feeling  in  the 
community  upon  thissubjeet.  I  need  not  recapitu- 
late what  has  been  said  in  regard  to  its  im- 
portance and  its  financial  aspect—that  we  all  feel. 
But  there  is  a  very  strong  desire  that  we  may  have 
parks,  provided  they  can  be  judiciously  laid  out 
and  arranged,  and  if  it  can  be  shown  that  we  can 
afford  them.  There  are  many  peisons  who  dread 
going  into  this  vast  expenditure  on  so  vague  a 
basis  as  this  order  provides,  because  it  does  not 
give  an  outline  of  the  plan,  noi  how  it  is  to  be  man- 
aged and  controlled;  it  permits  the  city  to  take 
the  first  step  in  a  manner  that  may  end  disas- 
trously. Now,  I  think  that  any  one  "who  looks  at 
this  subject  will  see  that  the  best  way  will  be  to  con- 
sider this  whole  territory  immediately  in  the  vicin- 
ity of- Boston,  with  regard  to  its  topography,  as  a 
metropolitan  district,  without  regard  to  any  mu- 
nicipal lines.  Those  lines  may  shift  and  change 
long  before  the  parks  are  laid  out.  The  questions 
of  water,  sewerage  and  park  should  all  be  consid- 
ered as  they  relate  to  this  metropolitan  district. 
To  be  sure  that  it  will  be  so  treated,  it  seems  to 
me  that  the  people  will  need  some  outline  of  the 
plan — whether  one  central  park  is  contemplated, 
or  a  series  of  parks;  they  will  also  want  to 
know,  to  some  extent,  how  it  is  to  be  laid, 
out,  and  by  whom:  whether  it  is  to 
be  controlled  by  a  commission  chosen  by  the  City 
Councillor  by  the  Legislature.  Now,  as  has  been 
well  remarked  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6,  a 
great  lever  has  been  made  to  influence  the  minds 
of  many  worthy  individuals  in  this  commu- 
nity by  connecting  the  sewerage  question 
with  that  of  parks.  From  all  the  evidence  that  I 
can  obtain  there  is  no  connection  between  them. 
In  the  report  of  the  commission  it  was  stated  that 
the  district  which  has  been  pointed  out  as  a  good 
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location  to  start  the  parks  upon  was  the  centre  of 
a  cesspool  that  could  not  be  easily  drained. 
This  is  not  true ;  I  have  been  informed  by  the  best 
authority  in  the  city  that  that  territory  can  be  easi- 
ly drained  ;  that  it  has  not  been  done  is  because  it  is 
private  property  and  sewers  have  not  beeD  called 
for.  But  that  this  question  maybe  settled  theie  is  a 
commission  in  progress,  and  1  have  been  informed 
that  two  members  have  been  selected.  They  are 
to  investigate  it,  and  when  they  report  we  shall 
know  what  system  of  sewerage  is  best.  Now  I 
think  that  in  common  justice  to  the  people  who 
have  been  made  to  believe,  that  the  best  way  to  get 
good  drainage  is  to  buy  a  particular  tract 
of  land— which  I  think  is  all  wrong — I 
think  we  had  better  wait  till  we  get  the  report  of 
that  commission.  If  they  say  it  has  no  necessary 
connection  with  a  park,  we  do  not  wish  to  be  con- 
trolled by  any  such  argument.  It  seems  to  me 
that  the  proposed  flushing  sewer?  on  the  Back 
Bay  can  never  be  made  available.  Toe  ordinary 
tides  o it  there  will  fill  that  park  with  water  to 
the  height  of  about  ten  feet,  which  is  two 
feet  below  the  grade  allowed  by  law  for  the 
cellars  in  this  city.  It  is  obvious  that  such  a 
head  of  water  will  flush  only  a  small  part 
of  our  sewers.  But  if  that  is  desired,  we 
have  at  out  command  an  available  stream  in 
Stony  Brook.  There  is  a  sewer  six  feet  in  diame- 
ter, capable  of  taking  an  enormous  stream  of 
water  whose  flushing  power  will  be  vastly  superior 
to  anything  that  has  been  spoken  of,  for  the  rea- 
son that  you  can  get  a  head  of  twenty  or  twenty- 
five  feet,  as  you  see  fit.  I  have  authority  for 
what  I  say.  That  fact  being  so  obvious  in  regard 
to  the  particular  question  of  flushing  sewers,  I 
think  this  Council  should  be  disabused  of 
the  idea  that  there  is  a  neceisary  connec- 
tion between  our  parks  and  sewers.  I  approve 
of  the  course  suggested  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  16,  of  deferring  this  whole  matter  till  we 
get  rhe  report  fiom  this  commission  on  sewerage; 
but  if  not  deferred,  it  seemsto  me  that  the  amend- 
ments should  prevail,  because  they  provide  for  an  . 
impartial  commission  to  take  rhe  lands  which 
should  be  taken. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  only  desire  to  obtain  the 
floor  for  the  purpose  of  replying  to  what  my  wor- 
thy friend  on  my  left  stated— that  he  desired  to 
disabuse  tbe  Council  of  something  or  other,  I 
hardly  know  what.  I  regret  that  a  gentleman  so 
competent  to  discuss  this  question  as  he  is  should 
make  an  assertion  that  he  believes  this  matter  to 
be  instigated  by  bad  motives.  I  would  like  to  ask 
him  whether  he  believes  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  in 
recommending  this  measure  in  the  most  em- 
phatic language,  as  of  the  highest  importance, 
and  calling  the  especial  attention  of  the  Council 
to  it,  was  instigated  by  bad  motives?  be- 
cause, as  you  all  know,  his  honor  was  Chairman 
of  that  commission  upon  which  you  and  I,  sir,  sat 
last  year.  I  cannot  think  my  friend  means  that. 
I  did  n't  rise  to  discuss  this  matter,  but  I  do  pro- 
pose to  say  a  word  or  two  at  the  proper  time. 
Both  the  amendments  may  do  some  good,  and  my 
only  objection  to  them  is  that  if  carried  here  and 
sent  back  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  there 
again  discussed,— I  will  not  refer   to  the  manner 


in  which  it  was  discussed  there,  for  that  would 
be  unparliamentary,— after  the  statements 
that  have  been  made,  and  they  will  again 
be  made,  undoubtedly,  this  matter  of  such 
serious  importance,  as  all  admit,  will  again  be 
hampered  by  the  proposal  to  build  a  water  basin 
on  tbe  Back  Bay  for  sanitary  purposes,  aad  to 
which,  as  one  of  the  Park  Commission,  I  am  not 
favorable.  So  far  as  this  has  been  discussed  in 
tbe  City  Government,  that  proposition  has  been  a 
millstone  about  its  neck.  I  believe,  sir, — and  I 
don't  wish  to  get  out  of  order,— in  a  series  of 
parks  about  the  city.  I  don't  believe  in  spending 
millions  to  beautify  a  certain  portion  of  the 
city  at  the  expense  of  other  parts.  The 
people  of  Boston,  to  a  very  large  degree, 
are  in  favor  of  public  parks.  While  I  see  much 
good  in  the  amendments,  nevertheless  there  is 
this  general  matter  before  us  of  authorizing  the 
Mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature— not  to  define 
any  line,  not  to  make  any  particular  proposition 
as  to  where  the  park  should  be  instituted,  but  the 
general  proposition  for  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to 
petition  lor  authority  to  take  the  land.  1  agree 
especially  with  the  amendment  of  my  friend  from 
Ward  6,  including  the  suburbs.  I  have  told 
him  so  two  or  three  times,  and  if  I  had  written  the 
order  myself  I  should  certainly  have  incorporated 
that  language  in  it.  But  1  am  not  going  to  make 
a  speech  tonight.  I  hope  every  gentleman  here 
who  is  opposed  to  parks  and  does  not  believe  it 
to  be  for  the  interest  of  the  people,  will  rise  in  his 
place  and  state  his  reasons,  that  I  may  answer 
them.  I  have  studied  this  matter  for  months  and 
have  been  in  correspondence  with  parties  in 
Europe,  and  obtained  a  large  amount  of 
figures  and  statistic,  comparing  the  public  parks 
of  this  with  those  of  other  countries,  and  com- 
paring especially  the  public  parks  in  Boston  with 
those  of  New  Yoik,  Brookline,  Philadelphia  and 
Chicago.  I  am  prepared  at  the  oroper  time  to  an- 
swer all  questions  or  suggestions;  and  if  this 
bugbear  which  has  been  raised  is  to  frighten  half 
the  people  herefrom  acting  now,  when  land  can 
be  bought  for  one-third  less  than  it  can  three  years 
hence,  and  this  great  measure  postponed,  why 
then  the  people  should  know  it.  All  the  gentle- 
men, except  one,  who  have  spoken  ■  are 
opposed  to  public  parks,  as  they  have  stated 
publicly  and  privately.  Let  us  know  what 
their  reasons  are  and  I  will  answer  them.  I 
was  a  member  of  the  commission  and  feel  perhaps 
charged  as  one  member  to  defend  this  importan* 
measure. 

Mr.  Sampson  of  Ward  10  moved  that  the  order 
be  assigned  for  Thursday  evening  next  at  eight 
o'clock. 

Mr  .Train  of  Ward  13  suggested  nine  o'clock,  and 
as  there  was  one  assignment  moved  to  so  amend. 
He  desired  to  have  tbe  routine  business  of  the 
Council  disposed  of. 

Mr.  Power  of  Ward  22  moved  to  assign  to  eight 
P.  M.  two  weeks  from  tonight,  which  Mr.  Train 
accepted. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9  suggested  that  the  sub- 
ject might  be  further  discussed  this  evening. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  that  the  Council 
adjourn,  which  prevailed. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MARCH    15,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  iVL, 
Alderman  Claris,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENTS. 

Special  Police  Officers— The  Superintendents 
of  Maiden,  Chelsea,  Meridian-street,  Warren, 
Charles  River,  Prison  Point,  Mt.  Washington-ave- 
nue. Federal-street,  Broadway,  and  Dover-street 
bridges. 

Severally  confirmed. 

Executive  communication  giving  notice  of  ap- 
pointmeut  of  E.  S.  Chesborough,  Moses  Lane  and 
C.  F.  Folsom,  a  commission  to  examine  and  report 
upon  the  pie^ent  system  of  sewerage  and  the  im- 
provement of  the  water  front  of  this  city,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  provisions  of  tue  orders  passed 
by  this  Board. 

Placed  on  file. 

SOUTH  BOSTON    RAILROAD. 

The  petition  of  South  Boston  Railroad  Company 
for  locations  in  Milk,  Washington,  Arch  and  oth- 
er streets  was  considered  on  an  order  of  notice. 

Hon.  Benjamin  Dean  appeared  for  the  railroad, 
and  saici  the  application  was  made  because  of  the 
crowded  condition  of  Tremont  and  Washington 
streets.  The  road  would  prefer  the  present  loca- 
tion and  to  have  only  one  route,  if  tbe  former  con- 
dition of  thiugs  could  be  restored;  but  they 
agreed  to  offer  this  suggestion  ot  relief  for  the 
present  crowded  state  of  affairs.  Without  regard 
to  any  action  of  the  directors,  ana  on  his  own  re- 
sponsibility, he  suggested  tbat  if  one  common 
terminus  could  be  made  and  the  principle  of  trans- 
fers faithfully  carried  out  by  all,  the  load  would 
meet  the  public  want.  If  the  Middlesex  and  Met- 
ropolitan roads  could  arrange  to  have  the  former 
do  all  die  business  uortb  of  Scollay's  square,  and 
the  transfer  put  at  one  cent,  the  difficulty  would 
in  a  gteat  measure  be  obviated. 

No  one  else  desiring  to  be  heard,  the  petition 
was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  Wild  &  Stevens  et 
al.,  for  the  transfer  of  Patrolman  H.  B.Vinalfrotn 
Station  3  to  Station  2. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  07i  Claims.  Joseph  S. 
Evans,  to  be  paid  for  injuries  caused  by  a  fall  of 
ice  from  eaves  of  building  250  Purchase  street. 

Standard  Laundry  Machinery  Company  ot  New 
York,  to  be  paid  for  infringement  of  patent  on  a 
washing  machine  alleged  to  have  been  committed 
at  the  City  Hospital. 

To  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  North- 
ampton-street District.  Bridget  Donlan,  for  abate- 
ment of  assessment  for  improvement  of  estate  on 
Nortbampto\i-«treet  district;  Karen  Madden,  to 
be  paid  for  grade  damages  on  Fellows  place. 

To  the  Committee  on  Harbor  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Thomas  J.  Dunbar,  for  license  to  remove 
gravel  and  ballast  from  Long  Island. 

To  a  Special  Com  mittee,  consisting  of  Aldermen 
Stebbins  and  Bigelow— Fitchhurg  Raihoad  Com- 
pauy,  for  leave  to  sell  certain  unclaimed  baggage. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Stephen  Hill,  for  apportionment  of  bet- 
terment assessment  on  Lincoln  street,  Ward  19. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  C.  B.  Pe»body,for  leave  to  construct  a 
cellar  below  gra<!e  at  tbe  corner  of  Ashland  place 
and  Harrison  avenue. 

Robert  Treat  Paine,  Jr.,  for  extern  ion  of  time 
in  which  to  build  stable  on  Culvert  street. 

Nathaniel  Whittier,  for  leave  to  occupy  a uew 
wooden  stable  for  one  hor.-se  on  Arcadia  street, 
foot  of  Atherton  street,  Ward  15. 

C.  E.. Stevens,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  private  court  off  Cam- 
bridge street,  near  North  Beacon  street. 

J.  McDermott,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old  wood- 
en stable  for  three  horses  on  Borciei  street,  corner 
Aaron's  alley,  W  ard  1. 

V.  F.  &  A.  Tracy,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  brick, 
wooden-front  stable  for  eifht  horses  on  southeast 
corner  Castle  street  and  Shawmut  avenue. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Thomas  A.  West- 
cott  et  al.,  that  Maple  street,  Ward  17,  bo  lighted 
fiom  Centre  to  Weld  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  B.  F-.  Bean,  for  a 
sewer  in  Langdon  street,  Ward  13. 


Boston  Cooperative  Building  Company,  for  suit- 
able drainage  to  their  estate  on  Harvard  street, 
Ward  16. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Augustus  Ste- 
vens, for  a  license  to  sprinkle  streets  of  East  Bos- 
ton. 

Charlotte  H.  Curtis,  to  be  paid  for  grade  dam- 
ages on  Washington  street,  Ward  19. 

Charh-s  E.  Hall  &  Co.  et  al.,  that  the  name  of 
Charlestown  street  be  changed  to  Washington 
street  and  be  renumbered. 

Adoniram  Curtis,  for  license  to  sprinkle  streets 
in  Wards  9, 10  and  11. 

C.  E.  Guild  et  al.,  that  sidewalks,  etc.,  be  fur- 
nished on  South  street,  Ward  17,  from  Morton  to 
Jamaica  street. 

John  Bergen,  for  license  to  water  streets  in  Ward 
19. 

Elizabeth  A.  D.  Bissett,  to  be  paid  for  grade 
damages  on  Havre  street. 

Thomas  L.  Smith  et  al.,  that  South  Market 
street  be  renumbered. 

M.  Drinan  &  Co.,  tor  leave  to  move  wooden 
building  from  Windsor  street  to  Sterling  street, 

John  McDermott,  Jr.,  for  leave  to  move  a  wooden 
building  from  22  Maverick  street  to  rear  of  73 
Border  streel. 

Malachi  Clark,  for  leave  to  spiinkle  certain 
streets  in  this  city, 

Thomas  A.  Westcott  et  al.,  tbat  Maple  street, 
Ward  17,  be  put  in  order  from  Centre  to  Weld 
street. 

Gibbs  &  Co.  and  seventy-three  other  express- 
men, W.  Cheney  &  Co.,  Adams  &  Co.  et  al.,  for 
the  renumbering  of  Washington  street. 

Adams  &  Co.,  Cheney  &  Co.  et  al.,  and  Gibbs 
&  Co.  and  seventy-three  other  expressmen,  in  fa- 
vor of  renumbering  Washington  street. 

MIDDLESEX  RAILROAD. 

A  petition  was  received  from  Middlesex 
Railroad  to  lay  a  single  track  in  Summer  street, 
between  Chauncy  street  and  Lincoln  street  (con- 
necting with  the  track  now  la.id  in  said  Summer 
street),  and  in  Lincoln  street,  to  connect  with  the 
track  now  laid  in  Beach  street;  also  for  the  right 
to  enter  upon  and  use  the  track  now  laid  in  Sum- 
mer street,  in  Beach  street  between  Lincoln  street 
and  Washiiigton  street,  and  the  track  in  Washing- 
ton street  between  Beach  street  and  Boylscon 
street. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Paving. 

UNFINISHED    BUSINESS. 

Ordinance  to  amend  the  ordinance  relating  to 
public  institutions,  by  striking  out  from  the 
seventh  section  (Ordinances,  page  403)  all  words 
between  "price"  in  the  fourth  line  and  "no"  in 
the  eighteenth  line;  also,  by  inseiting  in  the 
eighth  section,  after  the  word  "expenditure"  in 
the  third  line,  the  words  "and  receipts  in  detail 
for  the  preceding  quarter." 

Laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Alderman 
Quincy,  who  said  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
might  desire  to  authorize  their  chairman  to  offer 
another  amendment. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  FOR  CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Petitions  of  Lawrence  Watson,  Jamaica  Plain 
Gas  Company,  C.  L.  Briggs,  and  Newell  Clark. 
Severally  referred. 

Certificate  of  appointment  of  Henry  W.  Wilson 
on  Committee  on  Census  and  Division  of  Wards, 
in  nlace  of  Samiul  C  Perkins,  declined.  Placed 
on  file. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Finance  in  favor  of 
passage  of  ore?er  to  transfer  $9000  from  "widening 
streets"  to  "extension  of  Columbus  avenue."  Re- 
port accepted  and  order  passed — yeas  12,  nays  0. 

Certificate  of  election  of  Charles  C.  Davis  as  a 
weigher  and  inspector  of  lighters,  in  place  of  John 
C.  Brooks,  chosen  by  this  Board.  The  Board  pro- 
ceeded to  ballot.  Aldermen  Stebbins  and  Power 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  collect  and  count 
votes.    They  reported — 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

JS  ecessarv  for  a  choice 4 

John  C.  Brooks 8 

Charles'.  C.  Davis 4 

And  Mr.  Brooks  was  declared  elected  in  non-con- 
currence.   Certificate  sent  down. 

Report  and  older  for  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  to  lit  up  a  room  in  MasoD-street  build- 
ing for  gymnastic  purposes,  for  pupils  of  the  Latin 
School ;  estimated  cose,  $100.    Order  passed. 

REDIVISION  OF  WARDS. 

The  report  of  Committee  on  Census  and  Redivi- 
sion  of  Wards  (City  Doc.  No.  33),  with  order  fixing 
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number  of  wards  at  thirty-two,  with  two  members 
of  Common  Council  and  School  Committee  from 
each  ward,  came  down  amended  by  the  Council 
so  as  to  fix  the  number  of  wards  at  thirty-fix. 

The  question  was  on  concurrence. 

Alderman  Quincy — This  order  was  reported, 
though  with  a  different  number,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Census  and  Redivision  of  Wards,  and 
was  offered  simply  with  a  view  of  obtaining  the 
sense  of  the  Council  upon  the  matter,  for  it  is  evi- 
dent that  if  the  redivision  is  to  take  place  this 
year,  it  is  time  that  the  committee  should  begin  to 
consider  the  field  of  their  labors  and  know  into 
how  many  wards  tbey  are  to  divide  tbe  city. 
Some  would  undoubtedly  have  preferred  tbe  num- 
ber originally  fixed  by  the  new  charter,  twenty- 
four,  with  the  contemplated  reduction  of  the  num- 
bers of  the  popular  branch  of  the  Council  to  for- 
ty-eight. But  that  body  have  now  decider)  against 
any  reduction  of  their  present  number,  and  if  that 
decision  is  final  we  are  practically  left  to  decide 
whether  to  arrive  at  the  desired  number  of  seven- 
ty-two, we  shall  adopt  the  principle  of  large 
wards  with  a  large  quota,  twenty-tour  and  three ; 
or  small  wards  with  a  small  quota,  thirty- 
six  and  two.  Some  of  the  reasons  which 
induced  a  majority  of  the  committee  to  favor  the 
latter  were  as  follows: 

If  we  adopt  the  smaller  number  many  of  our 
wards  will  be  of  such  territorial  extent  that  they 
must  be  divided  into  smaller  voting  districts,  and 
since  toe  same  officers  and  election  machinery 
will  be  necessary  for  a  district  as  for  a  ward,  it 
was  thought  best  by  increasing  the  latter  to  de- 
crease the  number  of  tbe  former.  And  it  was 
forcibly  argued  in  the  other  branch  that  the 
smaller  the  ward,  and  the  smaller  the  qnota  ro  be 
elected,  the  greater  the  probability  of  the  success 
of  the  best  candidates.  That  a  large  ward  and  a 
la*ge  quota  offered  the  greater  chances  of  suc- 
cess to  the  class  of  men  whom  we  are  accustomed 
to  designate  as  political  traders  and  bummers. 
And  it  cannot  be  denied  that  there  are  a  class  of 
caucus  managers,  honest  and  well  meaning 
themselves,  who  by  their  short-sighted  appli- 
cation of  the  maxim  which  directs  us  of  two  evils 
to  choose  the  least  do  in  fact  choose  the  greater, 
and  contribute  to  the  success  of  the  very  men 
whom  they  would  oppose.  For  instance,  seeing,  as 
they  think,  no  hope  of  carrying,  to  success,  a  clean 
ticket  of  four  good  men,  they  think  that  the  next 
best  thing  of  course  must  be  to  secure  the  nomi- 
nation of  at  least  two,  and  enter,  therefore,  into 
one  of  those  demoralizing  compromises,  by  which 
they  agree  to  support  at  tbe  caucus  and  the  polls 
men  wnom  they  know  to  be  unworthy  the  posi- 
tion ;  whereas,  if  they  would  abandon  the  perni- 
cious doctrine  that  success  is  a  duty,  and  be  will- 
ing to  accept  caucus  defeat,  provided  their  whole 
ticket  was  kept  clean  and  worthy  of  support,  then 
they  could  appeal  with  force  to  the  voters  to 
bolt  unworthy  nominations,  and  to  dethrone  King 
Caucus  when  he  undertakes  to  dictate  the  election 
of  bad  men.  Now  it  is  argueri,  and  I  think 
with  force,  that  the  smaller  the  number  of 
candidates  the  less  the  probability  of  such  com- 
promises, and  the  smaller  tbe  ward  the  greater  the 
chances  of  a  successful  revolt  at  the  polls  against 
caucus  domination,  when  the  caucus  machinery 
has  passed  into  the  hands  of  unworthy  men,  and  I 
am  rather  inclined  to  agree  to  that  view  of  it.  It 
is  evident  that  the  principle  will  apply  to  tbe  elec- 
tion of  Representatives  to  the  General  Court.  For 
instance,  if  there  were  twenty  Representatives  to 
elect,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  chance  of  getting 
twenty  good  men,  one  from  each  of  twenty  small 
wards,  is  better  than  that  of  getting  two  apiece 
from  te  n  large  on  es,  for  in  that  case  the  compromise 
matter  could  come  up  again.  Those  who  have  ex- 
amined the  figures  showing  the  population  of  the 
State  say  that  the  increase  of  voters  in  other  parts 
of  the  State  is  greater  than  in  Boston,  and  the 
consequence  will  be  that  Boston's  quota  will  be 
rather  less  than  at  present.  Suppose  it  is  fixed  at 
forty-two.  If  we  have  twenty-four  wards,  then 
the  rule  will  be  two  to  a  ward,  and  there  will  be 
an  exception  against  certain  wards,  which  must 
be  content  with  one;  whereas,  if  we  take  the 
number  of  thirty-six  wards,  then  the  rule  will  be' 
one  from  each  ward,  and  the  exceptions  will 
be  in  favor  of  a  few  wards,  which  will 
be  given  two.  It  will  be  easier  to  estab- 
lish the  rule  in  favor  of  the  wards  which  deserve  an 
extra  Representative,  than  to  make  anfexception 
against  other  wards  which  will  not  be  able  to  un- 
derstand why  they  have  less  than  others.  For 
that  reason,  I  don't  see  why  this  number,  thiity- 
six,  is  not  the  best  we  can  take.    Those  are  some 


of  the  reasons  which  have  induced  some  of  the 
committee  to  favor  thirty-six  wards.  The  num- 
ber oiiginally  reported  was  thirty-two;  but 
as  the  Council  have  decided  to  recommend 
thirty-six,  I  cannot  see  any  better  way 
than  to  concur  in  the  passage  of  the 
order  as  amended.  It  will  be  almost  impossible 
to  make  an  equal  division,  and  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  a  disproportionate  increase  of  voters  is  al- 
most certain  after  division,  it  is  considered  ad- 
visable to  have  this  makeweight  to  be  distributed 
among  those  wards  which  the  City  Council  think 
will  be  most  likely  to  deserve  it,  or  which  it  may 
be  thought  will  grow  most  rapidly  after  division. 
In  that  way  we  shall  obtain  that  substantial  jus- 
tice and  equality  we  all  want. 

Alderman  Power — I  would  like  to  know  whether 
any  of  the  members  who  are  conversant  with  the 
subject  have  looked  into  the  question  as  to  the 
amount  of  money  that  this  is  going  to  cost  the  city 
of  Boston  annually.  That  seems  to  be  a  very  im- 
portant matter  to  be  considered  before  the  ques- 
tion is  decided.  It  seems  to  me  that  there  is  quite 
an  amount  oi  money  involved  in  such  a  change, 
and  I  think  it  would  be  well  for  this  Board  to  hive 
about  tbe  sum  involved  put  befor-  them  before 
the  matter  passes  beyond  their  control. 

Alderman  Quincy— In  reply  to  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  12  I  would  say  that,  in  any  event,  there 
must  be  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of  voting- 
districts  that  will  increase  the  expense  exactly  in 
proportion  as  the  number  of  voting  districts  are 
increased,  as  each  district  must  have  a  wardroom 
and  all  the  machinery  of  election.  But  it  seems 
to  me  that  the  difference  between  the  expense  for 
wards  and  voting  districts  will  not'  be  such  as  to 
make  it  worth  while  for  us  to  seriously  consider  it. 

Alderman  Power — I  don't  see  the  importance  of 
having  this  large  number  of  polling  places.  I  am 
not  aware  of  any  great  inconvenience  that  the 
people  have  been  put  to.  Tbe  taxpayeis  are  gen- 
erally alive  to  their  interests,  and  I*  don't  know* 
that  they  have  experienced  any  gre^t  trouble  or 
inconvenience  in  voting  in  this  city  of  Boston.  I 
don't  clearly  understand  the  necessity  for  any 
more  voting  places.  I  think  the  sum  of 
money  involved  is  very  large — much  more 
than  any  of  you  gentlemen  have  any  idea 
of.  Foi  thirty-six  wards  there  will  be  six- 
teen Jadditional  wardrooms,  which  will  cost 
a  good  many  thousand  dollars.  It  seems  to  me 
that  we  should  have  some  report  upon  that  part 
of  the  subject,  which  is,  to  my  mind,  the  most 
important  part  to  be  considered.  I  think  we 
should  know  about  the  amount  of  money  involved 
before  we  join  to  it.  I  move  that  the  order  lie 
upon  the  table,  and  for  no  other  reason  than  that 
we  should  have  from  some  source— from  the  com- 
mittee who  had  this  matter  under  consideration 
or  fiom  some  other  committee— some  information 
upon  that  point.  I  make  that  motion  simply  for 
the  reason  "that  I  wish  to  ascertain  that  fact,"  and 
I  will  withdraw  the  motion  to  allow  discussion. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  hope  we  shall  not  lay 
it  upon  tbe  table,  but  pass  it  today.  It  is  evio'ent, 
I  think,  to  almost  any  one  who  has  looked  into  the 
matter  of  voting,  that  we  need  more  polling  places 
in  Boston.  Some  of  our  wards  are  now  too  large 
for  carrying  on  voting  as  it  should  be  done,  and 
we  need  more  polling  places.  For  that  reason  I 
am  in  favor  of  having  thirty-six  places  for  vot- 
ing— thirty-six  wards.  The  ward  lines  should  be 
so  arranged  that  it  will  be  convenient  for  people 
to  vote; "and  as  for  having  ward  rooms,  we  know 
it  is  n't  necessary  to  have  a  building  or  room  de- 
voted expressly  to  voting.  We  can  hire  rooms  for 
election  day,  just  as  we  do  now.  In  Charlestown 
District  they  have  no  wardrooms  at  all,  but 
rooms  are  hired  for  the  people  to  vote  in.  It  is 
easy  to  hire  such  rooms  in  Boston  when  we  want 
them.  So  far  as  the  expense  is  concerned,  it 
consists  of  the  rental  of  one  room  and  the  pay  of 
the  officers  for  one  day  when  we  have  an  election. 
It  is  worth  more  than  money — and  we  should  not 
count  it  in  the  balance  as  money— for  us  to  have 
as  fair  an  election  as  we  can.  If  we  have 
a  small  number  of  wards  eveiy  man  can 
be  canvassed  as  he  goes  in.  and  there 
will  not  be  the  rushing  and  waiting  for  an 
opportunity  to  vote.  Another  and  a  sufficient  rea- 
son for  passing  it  todav  is  this :  It  has  gotjto  go  to 
the  Legislature,  and  we  ought  to  aid  the  Legisla- 
ture in  getting  through  their  work.  One  member 
of  the  Legislature  told  me  they  were  trying  to  get 
through  by  the  15th  of  April.  If  they  are  as  slow 
as  we  are,  they  wont  get  through  till  the  Fourth  of 
July.  I  think  we  should  pass  it  today,  and  I  be- 
lieve thirty-six  wards  is  the  right  number. 
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Aldeiman  Power -I  don't  quite  see  anything  in 
the  remaiks  of  the  Alderman  from  the  Highlands 
to  alter  what  I  have  said.  If  anybody  should  put 
in  an  order  to  celebrate  the  Fourth  of  July,  the 
expense  of  which  was  to  be  charged  to  any  appro- 
priation passed  by  this  Board,  I  think  any  gentle- 
man here  would  want  to  know  what  the  expense 
was  going  to  be.  I  don't  see  the  necessity  of 
haste,  and  I  think  there  are  a  great  many  reasons 
why  we  should  know  what  is  to  be  the  expense  of 
this  change.  It  is  not  like  the  case  I  spoke  of,  be- 
cause that  would  involve  an  expenditure  for  only 
one  day,  while  this  is  for  an  indefinite  period.  Be- 
fore such  a  step  is  taken,  I  think  this  Government 
should  have  some  idea  of  the  expense.  I  do  n't 
want  to  do  anything  to  kill  this  order,  but  I  think 
we  should  know  what  it  is  going  to  cost  to  make 
this  change,  and  then  we  can  say  whether  on  the 
whole  it  is  best  to  be  done.  If  it  will  suit  the  gen- 
tlemen any  be  ctei- to  specially  assign  this  matter 
to  next  Monday,  I  see  no  objection  to  that.  I  do  n't 
see  that  any  one  will  suffer  by  it,  and  it  might  as 
well  eo  to  the  Legislature  next  Monday  as  today. 
I  have  n't  looked  into  the  matter  at  all,  but  I 
would  have  doL.e  so  had  I  not  thought  that  some 
gentleman  interested  in  it  could  give  an  estimate 
of  the  amount.  I  will  withdraw  the  motion  to  lay 
on  the  table  and  will  move  to  specially  assign  it  to 
next  Monday. 

Alderman  Quincy— If  there  was  any  other  cause 
for  delay  thru  this  question  of  the  expense  of  the 
wardrooms,  I  should  not  object  to  it.  If  the 
perusal  of  the  extensive  debates  in  the  other 
branch,  and  listening  to  what  has  been  said  here 
this  evening  have  left  any  gentleman  undecided, 
v  I  should  be  willing  to  specially  assign  or  postpone 
the  order.  But  if  t he  Board  have  reached  a  con- 
clusion on  the  main  question,  1  shall  oppose  any 
further  delay,  as  I  think  the  expense  will  be  a 
mere  drop  in  the  bucket. 

Alderman  Stebbins — In  answer  to  the  inquiry  of 
the  Alderman  from  Ward  2,  I  desire  to  state  that 
the  amount  expended  during  the  last  financial 
year,  for  sixteen  wards,  was  as  follows:  For  ward- 
rooms, $755;  for  care  of  wardrooms,  $476;  making 
a  total  of  $1231  for  wardrooms  and  the  care  of  the 
same,  or  an  average  of  $80for  each  room.  Taking 
the  same  average,  the  cost  for  thirty-six  ward- 
rooms would  be  $2880.  Of  course  there  would  be 
additional  expenses  for  preparing  the  voting  lists 
and  for  the  pay  of  the  ward  officers,  the  increase 
being  in  the  same  proportion. 

The  motion  to  specially  assign  was  lost. 

Alderman  Prescott  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  order  (fixing  the  number  of  wards  at 
thirty-six)  was  passed  in  concurrence — yeas  10, 
nays  2;  Aldermen  Power  and  Prescott  voting  nay. 

PETITION  FOR   DSE  OF  STEAM  ENGINE. 

A  petition  was  received  from  J.  E.  Perkins  for 
leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  engine  and  boiler 
•n  Cambridge  street,  near  line  of  Somerville,  and 
an  order  of  notice  was  passed  for  a  hearing:  there- 
on to  all  parties  objecting,  on  Monday,  April  5, 
next,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M. 

ORDERS  TO  PAY  FOE  STREET  DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  orders  to  pay 
for  street  damages  as  follows: 

Timothy  Remick  and  C.  K.  Richmond,  $468, 
widening  of  Purchase  street,  (land  taken  in  name 
of  Albert  and  James  Tirrell). 

Asher  Ratshesky,  $11,020,  widening  ef,  North 
Centre  street. 

William  M.  Baker,  trustee,  $56,926,  widening  of 
Beacn  stieet,  (land  taken  in  name  of  heirs  of  Ruel 
Baker.) 

John  J.  Dowd,  $1357.50,  widening  of  Shawmut 
avenue. 

Heirs  of  Daniel  Breen,  $2400,  widening  of  Lev- 
erett  street. 

Severally  read  once. 

Order  to  pay  G.  J.  Arnold  $1779.50,  for  land  and 
damages,  etc.,  in  extension  of  Reed's  com't  to 
Hartopp  place. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

THE  NEW  CITY    CHARTER. 

Alderman  Quincy  submitted  the  following  (City 
Doc.  No.  36): 

The  joint  special  committee  to  which  was  re- 
ferred the  report  of  the  commission  appointed  to 
revise  the  city  charter,  beg  leave  to  state  that 
they  have  carefully  examined  the  provisions  of 
the  new  charter  su  bmitted  by  the  commissioners, 
and  would  recommend  certain  amendments, 
which  are  embodied  in  the  new  draft  appended 
hereto. 


The  principal  changes  proposed  by  the  commit- 
tee are  as  follows : 

Section  3.  Authorizing  the  Ci ty  Council  to  di- 
vide, the  city  into  not  less  than  thirty  nor  more 
than  tbiriy-six  wards. 

Seer.  8.  Requiring  the  Registrars  of  Voters  to 
hold  sessions  in  or  near  each  ward  three  or  more 
hours  daily,  for  at  least  twelve  clays  within 
the  twenty  days  before  a  State  election ;  and  in 
addition  six  evening  sessions  of  at  least  two  hours 
each  during  the  same  period. 

Sects.  11-25  [11-19].  [The  numbers  enclosed  in 
brackets  refer  to  the  sections  m  the  draft  pre- 
pared by  the  Commissioners.]  Providing  that  the 
Warden,  Clerk,  and  three  Inspectors  of  Elections 
shall  be  chosen  in  each  ward,  or  voting  district, 
as  at  piesent;  and  that  three  additional  Inspectors 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  Mayor,  with  the  approv- 
al of  the  Board  of  Aldeimeu,  to  serve  with  those 
elected. 

Sect.  25  [old  charter  Sec.  5].  Providing  that  ev- 
ery peison  chosen  in  any  ward  shall  be  furnished 
by  the  ward  officers  with  a  certificate,  which  shall 
be  presumptive  evidence  of  the  title  of  such  per- 
son to  the  office  therein  mentioned. 

Sects.  28-29  [22-23].  Fixing  the  terms  of  office  of 
the  Mayor  and  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men at  two  years  each. 

Sect.  30  [24].  Fixing  the  terms  of  office  of  the 
Councilmtn  at  one  year  each. 

Sect.  38  [32].  Providing  that  a  majority  of  the 
members  of  the  Common  Council  shall  constitute 
a  quorum. 

Sect.  42  [36]-.  Providing  that  the  votes  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  members  present  in  each  branch 
shall  be  sufficient  to  pass  any  measure  over  the 
Mayor's  veto. 

Sect.  43  [37].  Providing  that  ihe  Chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  while  acting  as  Mayor 
shall  not  have  a  vote  in  the  Board. 

Sect.  49  L43].  Providing  that  the  boards,  com- 
missioners and  officers  of  the  city  shall  be  subject 
to  the  orders,  as  well  as  to  the  ordinances,  of  the 
City  Council. 

Striking  out  section  46  of  the  oiiginal  draft. 

Sect.  56  [51].  Providing  that  no  money  shall  be 
paid  out  of  the  city  treasury  unless  approved  by 
a  committee  of  the  Citv  Council. 

Sect.  59  [new].  Providing  that  the  Citv  Council 
shall  pre-cribe  by  ordinance  the  manner  in  which, 
and  the  officers  through  whom,  the  fuel  required 
for  the  city  departments  shall  be  purchased. 

Sect.  71  [66].  Striking  out  section  66,  and  insert- 
ing the  following:-  "The  money  which  comes  into 
the  possession^?  the  said  Commissioners  [of  the 
sinking  fund]  from  an;,'  source  to  add  to  a  sinking 
fund  shall  be  invested  bv  t'aem  in  the  particular 
bonds  for  the  redemption  of  which  said  sinking 
fund  was  established,  whenever  said  bonds  can  be 
bought  at  par  and  accrued  interest  or  less;  and 
they  may  ii.veft  Id  said  bonds  at  a  higher 
price  than  par  and  accrued  interest  whenever 
they  may  deem  it  expedient  so  to  do.  Said  pur- 
chased bonds  shall  be'im  mediately  cancelled,  and 
the  City  Treasurer  shall  give  in  exchange  therefor 
registered  bonds  or  certificates  of  alike  amount, 
payable  to  said  Commissioners  and  to  no  otrer 
persons,  and  specifying  t.'ie  particular  fund  to 
which  they  belong,  so  that  said  bonds  or  certiti- 
cates  cannot  be  negotiated  nor  diverted  from  the 
particular  fund  of  which  they  form  a  part.  Said 
bonds  or  certificates  shall  be  payable  at  the  same 
time,  and  bear  interest  on  the  same  terms  as  said 
cancelled  bond*.  If  said  bonds  cannot  be  obtain- 
ed as  at>ove,  the  Commissioners  may  invest  in 
bonds  of  any  of  the  New  England  States,  bonds 
of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  cities  and  towns 
of  this  Commonwealth,  and  in  no  other  way." 

Sect.  79  [74].  Providing  that  the  City  Council, 
in  convention,  shall  annually  choose  the  'City 
Clerk. 

Sect.  83  [78J.  Providing  that  the  Cit\  Council,  in 
convention,  shall  annually  choose  the  City  Treas- 
urer. 

Striking  ou'-  sections  79  and  80  of  the  original 
draft. 

Sect.  87  [84].  Providing  that  the  Auditor  of  Ac- 
counts shall  be  elected  annually  by  concurrent 
vote  of  the  City  Council. 

,  Sect.  88  [new].  Providing  for  the  appoirjtmeut 
*®f  an  Auditor  of  Accounts  pro  tempore,  in  case  of 
vacancy  in  the  office  caused  by  death,  resignation 
or  other  cause. 

Sect.  99  [95].  Providing  chat  the  Board  of  Ex- 
aminers of  Public  Schools  shall  be  appointed  by 
the  Mayor,  with  the  approval  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee, and  their  compensation  fixed  by  the 
School  Committee. 
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Sect.  Ill  [107].  Providing;  that  the  members  of 
the  Board  of  Assessors  shall  be  appointed  annual- 
ly by  the  Mayor,  with  the  approval  of  the  City 
Co  jincil. 

Sect.  113  [109].  Providing  that  the  division  of 
the  city  into  assessment  districts  shall  be  subject 
to  approval  by  the  City  Council. 

Sec*.  114  [110].  Providing-  that  the  First  Assist- 
ant Assessors  shsdl  be  appointed  annually  by  the 
Assessors,  with  the  approval  of  the  City  Council. 

Sect.  117  [113].  Providing  that  the  Second  As- 
sistant Assessors  shall  be  residents  of  the  ward 
of  which  the  assessment  district  for  which  they 
are  appointed  forms  a  part. 

Sects.  121  128  [117-133].  Amending  the  provisions 
relating  to  the  Law  Department,  by  striking  out 
so  much  as  relates  to  the  appointment  and  duties 
of  "the  Counsel  of  the  Corporation"  ;  providing 
that  the  City  Solicitor  shall  be  appointed  for  a 
term  of  one  year;  providiug  for  the  appointment, 
by  the  City  Solicitor,  of  one  clerk;  and  striking 
out  so  much  as  relates  to  the  appointment  and  du- 
ties of  a  "Commissioner  of  Claims."  [Sections  130 
to  133,  original  draft.] 

Sect.  131  [136].  Providing  that  police  officers 
shall  not  be  removed  by  the  Mayor,  except  upon 
the  recommendation  of  the  Police  Commission- 
ers; also  providing  that  tbe  Commissioners  shall 
prescribe  the  duties  of  the  officers  and  members 
of  the  departme  t>t. 

Sect.  135  [140].  Providiug  that  the  punishment 
of  police  officers  for  violation  of  the  rules  of  the 
department,  except  in  cases  of  removal,  shall  not 
be  subject  to  revision  by  the  Mayor. 

Sect.  141  [146].  Providing  that  Superintendents 
of  License^  shall  noo  be  removed  by  tbe  Mayor, 
except  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Police 
Commissioners. 

Sect.  143  [148].  Providing  that  the  Sealers  of 
Weights  and  Measures  shall  not  be  removed  by 
the  Mayor,  except  upon  the  recommendation  of 
the  Commissioners. 

Sect.  144  [149].  Providing  that  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Public  Scales  and  Weighers  of  Hay  shall 
not  be  removed  by  the  Mayor,  except  upon  the 
recommendation  of  the  Police  Commissioners. 

Sects.  146-1G5  [151-171].  Providing  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  three  Street  Commissioner?,  to  have 
charge  of  laying  out,  paving,  grading  and  light- 
ing streets,  constructing  sewers  and  building  and 
superintending  ferries  and  bridges;  also  for  the 
appointment  of  three  Commissioners  of  Buildings 
and  Lands  to  have  charge  of  public  buildings, 
public  lands  and  market  houses,  and  of  the  de- 
partment for  the  survey  and  inspection  of  build- 
ings. 

Sections  164,  169  and  170  of  the  original  draft 
are  striefcen  out. 

In  the  Water  Department,  sections  174  and  177 
of  the  original  draft  are  strickeD  out,  and  sec'ions 
178  and  179  are  transferred  to  the  Street  Depart- 
ment—sections  155  and  156. 

Sect.  181  [189.]  Providing  that  the  teim  of  office 
of  the  City  Registrar  shall  be  one  year. 

Sect.  182  [190].  Providing  that  the  compensa- 
tion of  i he  members  of  the  Fire  Department,  as 
fixed  by  the  Fire  Commissioners,  shall  be  subject 
to  approval  by  the  City  Council. 

Sect.  187  [195].  Providing  that  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors for  Public  Institutions  shall  consist  of  one 
Alderman  and  two  Councilmen,  elected  annually 
by  concurrent  vote  of  the  City  Council,  and  six 
persons  appointed  by  the  Mayor,  with  the  ap- 
proval of  the  City  Council,  f<\r  a  term  of  three 
years  each- two  being  appointed  each  year. 

Sect.  194  [202].  Providing  that  the  Overseers  of 
the  Poor  shall  consist  of  one  Alderman  and  two 
Councilmen,  elected  aunu ally  by  concurrent  vote 
of  the  City  Council,  and  nine  persons  appointed 
by  the  Mayor,  with  the  approval  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil, for  a  term  of  thr=e  years  each— three  being  ap- 
pointed each  year. 

Sect.  199  [207].  Striking  out  so  much  as  provides 
that  the  Overseer  s  of  the  Poor  shall  be  sole  agents 
of  the  city  for  the  distribution  of  monev,food, 
fuel,  etc.,  appropriated  by  the  City  Council  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor  and  destitute. 

Sect.  200  [208].  Providing  that  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital  shall  consist  of  one 
Alderman  and  two  Councilmen,  elected  annuallv 
by  concurrent  vote  of  the  Citv  Council,  and  six 
persons  appointed  by  the  Mayor  with  the  approval 
of  the  City  Council,  for  a  term  of  three  years  each 
— two  being  aopointed  each  year. 

Sect.  202  [210].  Providing  that  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  shall  consist  of  one 
Alderman  and  two  members  of  the  Common  Coun- 
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City  Council,  and  six  persons  appointed  by  the 
Mayor,  with  the  approval  of  the  City  Council,  for 
a  term  of  three  years  each — two  being  appointed 
each  year. 

Sect.  212  [220].  Providing  that  no  street  or  way 
for  the  use  of  cars  or  other  vehicles  shall  oe  laid 
out  over  or  through  the  Common  or  Public  Gar 
den,  or  any  portion  of  them,  unless  a  majority  of 
the  legal  voters,  present  and  voting  thereon,  shall 
vote  in  the  affirmative  at.  meetings  which  may  be 
calleJ  for  that  purpose  in  the  several  wards  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen. 

Sect.  220  [232].  Striking  out  so  much  as  pro- 
vides that  any  of  the  disciplinary  rules  and  regu- 
lations adopted  by  tie  Police  and  Fire  Commis- 
sioners may  be'  rescinded  or  modified  by  the 
Mayor. 

Sect.  221  [new].  Providing  that  whenever  the 
City  Council  shall  instruct  any  board  or  commis- 
sioners to  do,  or  not  to  do,  anything  coming  within 
their  powers  and  duties,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such 
board  or  commissioners  forthwith  to  comply  with 
such  instructions. 

Numerous  verbal  amendments  have  been  made 
in  the  draft  submitted  by  the  commissioners, 
which  pre  not  specified  in  the  foregoing  state- 
ment. 

It  could  hardly  be  expected  that  the  members 
of  the  committee,  representing  different  constit- 
uencies, and  holding  different  views  with  regard 
to  the  administration  of  municipal  affairs,  should 
be  able  to  present  a  unanimous  report  upon  all 
the  details  covered  by  this  instrument;  but  there 
is  a  substantial  unanimity  of  opinion  on  the  part 
of  the  committee,  hist,  as  to  the  necessity  of 
changing  the  present  organization  of  the  govern- 
ment; and  second,  as  to  the  general  plan  of  reor- 
ganizatron.  The  individual  members  of  the  com- 
mittee reserve  the  right,  however,  to  offer  amend- 
ments to  the  draft  herewith  submitted,  or  to 
support  amendments  offered  by  others  while 
the  subject  is  under  consideration  by  the  City 
Council. 

Respectfully  submitted  for  the  committee. 

John  T.  Clark,  Chairman. 

The  undersigned,  a  member  of  the  committee 
on  the  subject  of  revising  the  city  charter,  desires 
to  have  it  appear  as  a  part  of  the  record  that  he 
is  opposed  to  any  change  in  the  present  organiza- 
tion of  the  City  Government,  except  so  far  as  to 
provide  for  a  reduction  of  the  ward  representa- 
tion in  the  C  ommon  Council  and  the  School  Com- 
mittee. James  J.  Flynn. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Qumcy,  the  report  was 
laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

PERMIT  FOR  STABLE. 

Alderman  Worthington,  from  the  Committee  on 
Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  a  re- 
port recommending  that  the  petition  of  Ellen  M. 
Powell,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  stable  on  Alaska 
street,  near  Perrin  street,  Ward  14,  be  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions.    Accepted. 

ARMORIES. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Armories,  submitted  reports  and  orders  as 
follows: 

Reports  severally  recommending  leave  to  with- 
draw on  the  petitions  of  Colonel  B.  F.  Finan,  for 
regimental  armory  for  the  Ninth  Regiment;  Com- 
pany K,  Pirst  Regiment  of  Infantry,  for  appropri- 
ation with  which  to  make  repaiis  on  armory. 
Severally  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  allowance  for  rent  of  armory 
formerly  occupied  by  Company  E,  Ninth  Regr- 
ment  of  Infantry,  M.  v.  M.,  at  No.  122  Eliot  street, 
be  discontinued  from  and  after  the  first  day  of 
Aprrl,  1875. 

Read  twice  and  passed — yeas  12,  nays  0. 

Ordered.  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Cyrus  White  the  sum  of  $75,  being  the  amount  of 
rent  due  tor  the  armory  occupied  by  Company  A, 
First  Regiment  of  Infantry,  M.  "V.  M.,  on  Centre 
street,  West  Roxbury,  from  Jan.  1,  1875,  to  April 
1,  1875 ;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Armories. 

Read  twice  and  passed — yeas  12,  nays  0. 

Report  on  petition  of  Company  D,  Fourth  Bat- 
talion of  Infantry,  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  hire  for  a  term  of  three  years  from 
Feb.  1, 1875,  the  hall  at  the  corner  of  Orleans  and 
Webster  streets.  East  Boston,  the  same  to  serve  as 
an  armory  for  Company  D,  Fou'th  Battalion  of 
Infantry,  M.  V.  M.  ;  the  expense,  not  exceeding 
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the  sum  of  $450  par  annum,  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Armories. 

Read  twice  and  passed — yeas  12,  nays  0. 

Ordered,  Th^t  the  allowance  for  rent  of  armory 
formerly  occupied  by  Company  D,  Fourth  Bat- 
talion ot  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  the  corner  of  Har- 
vard and  Washington  streets,  be  discontinued 
from  and  after  the  first  day  of  Apiil,  A.  D.  1875, 
and  that  the  sum  of  $1000  per  annum  be  allowed 

nd  paid  for  rent  of  armory  for  Company  E,  Ninth 
Regiment  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  the  above 
location,  beginning1  on  the  first  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1875,  and  continuing  until  otherwise  ordered  ;  said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Armo- 
ries. 

Read  twice  and  passed-yeas  12,  nays  0. 

Severally  sent  down. 

INSPECTION  OF  PROVISIONS. 

Aldtrman  Worthington  offered  the  following  : 
Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Committee  on  Health 
consider  the  expediency  of  accepting  chapter  29 
of  the  acts  of  1875,  entitled  "  Au  act  to  provide  for 
the  appointment  of  Inspectors  of  Provisions  in 
cities  and  towns." 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

REMOVAL  OF  HOUSE  OFFAL     IN  EAST  BOSTON. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Health  be  and 
thev  aie  hereby  authorized  to  contract  with  A.  J. 
Phillips  for  the  collection  and  removal  of  house 
off al  from  East  Boston  for  the  term  of  two  years 
and  nine  months  from  April  1, 1875,  at  the  rate  of 
three  thousand  dollars  per  annum. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  reports  as  follows: 

Wagon  License  Granted — Josiah  A.Kingman, 
98  Meiritnac  street;  Barbour  Express,  10  Court 
square. 

Auctioneers'  Licenses  Renewed — Hinds  R.  Dar- 
ling, 9  Maverick  street:  John  L.  .Voods,  81  Wash- 
ington street;  Alonzo  Hastings,  14Tremont  street 
(transferred  from  121  Main  street,  Ward  20). 

Billiard  Licenses  Granted—  Paul  Agmar,  "Dea- 
con House" ;  James  Walker,  National  House, 
Charlestown;  Howe  &  Elmer,  175  Tremont  street; 
George  W.  Colbath,  449  Bunker  Hill  street ;  Jacob 
Geib,  corner  of  Dudley  and  Hudson  streets;  Ber- 
nard J.  McTeague,  44  Main  street;  Edward  Liene- 
man,  15 Eliot  street;  Nicholas  H.  Earle,  473  Tre- 
rnonc  street  (bowling  saloon);  Henry  Langfritz, 
75  Shawmut  avenue. 

Severally  accepted. 

FIKE    INSPECTOR. 

Alderman  Quincy  submitted  the  following: 
The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the  Fire  De- 
partinent,who  were  instructed  to  consider  the  ex- 
pediency of  establishing  the  office  of  Fire  Mar- 
shal, and  whether  any  additional  legislation  is 
necessary  to  that  end,  having  considered  the  sub- 
ject beg  leave  to  report — That  to  secure  the  pun- 
ishment and  consequent  diminutiou  of  the  crime 
of  incendiarism,  some  less  cumbrous  and  more 
efficient  method  of  investigating  the  cause  and 
origin  of  fires  should  be  sought  than  that  which  is 
now  afforded  by  the  statute  provisions  for  the  hold- 
ing of  fire  inquests.  The  appointment  of  au 
officer  charged  with  the  special  duty  of  conduct- 
ing such  investigations,  and  clothed  with  the  legal 
powers  necassary  to  the  collection  of  evidence  on 
which  the  courts  may  act,  has  been  found  in  other 
cities  to  be  remarkably  effective  to  this  end.  In  the 
city  of  New  York  sixteen  convictions  of  incendia- 
rism have  been  obtained  within  a  space  of  fifteen 
months,  and  the  recent  reduction  of  insurance 
rates  in  that  city  shows  the  confidence  of  the  un- 
derwriters in  the  system,  which  confidence  is  yet 
further  emphasized  by  the  fact  that  the  Boston 
Fire  Underwriters'  Union  have  intimated  their 
willingness  to  undertake  the  compensation  of  such 
an  officer  to-be  appointed  by  the  city.  The  com- 
mittee would  therefore  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  order. 

For  the  committee, 

S.  M.  Quincy,  Chairman. 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  petition  the  General  Court  now  in  session  for  an 
act  to  authorize  the  City  Council  to  establish  by 
ordinance  the  office  of  Fire  Inspector,  under  the 
following  conditions :  said  officer  to  be  annually 
appointed  by  the  Mayor  upon  concurrent  nomi- 
nation by  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  and 
the  Boston  Fire  Underwriters'  Union,  and  to  be 
compensated  for  his  services  by  said  Underwri- 


ter's Union  alone,  with  no  recourse  in  any  event 
to  the  city  of  Boston;  said  officer  to  be  charged 
with  the  duty  of  investigating  and  report- 
ing upon  the  origin  and  cause  of  all 
fires  occurring  in  the  city,  in  accordance 
with  such  rules  and  regulations  as  may  be 
established  by  ordinance,  or  ad optea,  not  incon- 
sistently therewith,  by  the  said  Underwriters' 
Union;  said  officer  to  be  empowersd  to  take  tes- 
timonv  under  oath,  summon  and  compel  the 
attendance  of  witnesses,  cause  the  arrest,  in  ac- 
cordance with  law,  of  persons  suspected  of  incen- 
diarism, enter  buildings  at  or  in  the  vicinity  of 
tires,  and  generally  to  be  vested  with  all  power 
and  authority  necessary  to  a  prompt  investigation 
upon  the  spot  or  elsewhere  of  the  cause  and  origin 
of  fires;  said  officer  to  be  removable  by  the  Mayor 
upou  the  recommendation  either  of  said  Board  of 
Fire  Commissioners  or  of  said  Boston  Fire  Under- 
writers' Union. 
Read  once,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

ORDERS  TO  PAY  FOR  GRADE  DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
submitted  orders  to  pay  for  grade  daraoges,  as 
follows: 

Heirs  of  Michael  Gately,  7  Weston  street,  8400. 

Catherine  E.  McCoole,  113  Cabot  street,  $300. 

Heirs  of  Mark  Lynch,  115  Cabot  street,  $300. 

Patrick  McDevitt,  117  Cabot  street,  $400. 

Jeremiah  Sheehan,  119  Cabot  street.  $400. 

Edward  D.  Sohier  and  William  S.  Dexter,  trus- 
tees under  the  will  of  William  Phillips,  24  and  26 
Kilby  street,  $4327.40. 

Severally  read  once. 

REPAIRS  ON  POLICE  BOAT. 

Alderman  Burrage,for  the  Committee  on  Police, 
submitted  the  following: 

Ordered.  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the 
Atlantic  Works,  East  Boston,  the  sum  of  $1025.37 
for  repairs  made  on  and  supplies  furnished  for 
the  police  steamboat  Protector;  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Police. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

MORTGAGE  TO  BE  DISCHARGED. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  beVuthor- 
ized  to  discharge  the  mortgage  on  the  estates 
numbered  21  and  23  Chapman  street,  given  to  the 
city  by  Artemas  R.  Holden  to  secure  a  bond,  the 
conditions  of  which  have  since  been  fulfilled,  said 
mortgage  being  recorded  in  the  Suffolk  Registry 
of  Deeds,  lib.  1171,  fo).  205. 
Read  twice  anu  passed. 

EXTRA  COPIES  OF  THE  NEW  CHARTER. 

Alderman  Quincy  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  1000  copies  of   the  report  of  the 
Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  Draft  of   a  New 
City  Charter  be  printed  for  the  use  of   the  City 
Council. 
Read  twice  and  passed.     Send  down. 

TREES. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  a  report 
lecommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of 
Jesse  M.  Jrnes  et  al.,  for  removal  of  tree  at  corner 
of  Summer  and  Elm  streets,  Charlestown.  Ac- 
cepted—9  for,  1  against. 

MINORS  AND  PLACES  OF  AMUSEMENT. 

Alderman  Prescott  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Licenses  con- 
sider and  report  on  the  expediency  and  the  best 
method  of  prohibiting  the  attendance  at  theatres 
and  other  places  of  evening  amusements,  of  mi- 
nors who  are  unaccompanied  by  their  parents  or 
guardians. 
Passed. 

DISCUSSING  THE  NEW  CHARTER. 

Alderman  Stebbins  inquired  when  it  was  pro- 
posed to  take  up  the  new  charter  for  discussion; 
he  did  so  from  the  fact  that  the  Legislature  are 
trying  to  adjourn  about  the  middle  of  April  and  it 
must  be  presented  to  them  within  the  next  two 
weeks.  If  the  Board  are  to  discuss  the  merits  of 
the  charter  they  should  do  so  immediately  and 
send  it  to  the  other  branch. 

Alderman  Quincy  agreed  with  Alderman  Steb- 
bins that  the  sooner  it  was  considered  the  better. 
He  had  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table  because  it  had 
but  just  been  printed,  and  the  Aldermen  could 
not  have  had  an  opportunity  to  discuss  it. 

Alderman  Power  moved  to  adjourn.  Declared 
lost.  Alderman  Harris  doubted  the  vote,  and  the 
result  was  verified— 4  for,  6  against. 
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Alderman  Stebbins  moved  that  the  report  on 
the  new  city  charter  be  taken  from  the  table.  De- 
clared earned;  and  on  a  doubt  being  raised  by  Al- 
derman Hams,  the  vote  was  verified  and  the  mo- 
tion lost— 6  for,  6  against. 

Aldermau  Power  moved  to  adjourn;  Alderman 
Harris  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  the  mo- 
tion was  lost — yeas  5,  nays  7: 

Yeas — Aldermen  Harris,  O'Brien,  Power,  Viles, 
Worthin  gto  n — 5 . 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Bun  age,  Clark,  Pope, 
Prescott,  Quincy,  Stebbins—  7. 

Alderman  Stebbins  thought  that  if  they  were 
not  going  to  discuss  the  charter,  the  order  for  a 
thousand  extra  copies  had  better  be  reconsidered. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  he  wanted  some 
information  outside  of  the  Board;  he  did  not  conr 
sider  himself  competent  to  judge  of  it  and  wanted 
to  talk  with  those  who  are.  He  did  not  want  the 
matter  forced  on  them  in  two  or  three  days. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  he  was  not  on  the  com- 
mittee, but  he  had  given  it  as  much  consideration 
as  he  could,  and  if  it  is  to  be  presented  to  the 
Legislature,  it  must  be  done  within  two  weeks. 

Alderman  Burrage  moved  that  when  the  Board 
adjourn  it  be  to  Wednesday  next  at  4  P.  M. 

Alderman  Power  inquired  what  business  there 
was  for  a  special  meeting:. 

Alderman  Burrage  said  it  was  to  discuss  the 
city  charter. 

Alderman  Power  did  n't  see  any  necessity  for  a 
special  meeting.  He  was  willing  to  work  during 
business  hours  for  the  city,  and  as  long  as  any 
head  of  a  department  who  gets  a  good  salary,  but 
he  did  n't  think  this  matter  of  such  importance 
that  they  should  come  there  and  spena  night  after 
night  upon  it.  They  could  discuss  it  at  their 
usual  meetings.  The  members  of  the  Board  have 
enough  to  do  on  their  regular  committees  without 
having  special  meetings  during  the  week  for  this 
purpose." 

AJderman  Burrage  thought  that  if  they  were  go- 
ing to  discuss  the  charter  they  had  better  be  about 
it.  He  did  not  suppose  they  were  ready  to  vote 
upon  it. 

Aldermar  O'Brien  thought  that  there  was  no 
neceosity  for  hastily  pushing  so  important  a  matter 
through  the  Board  as  this  charter,  which  makes 
such  radical  changes  in  the  City  Government. 
They  ought  to  take  proper  time  to  give  it  deliber- 
ate consideration  before  passing  upon  it.  An  ad- 
journment for  a  week  would  be  better. 

Alderman  Buriage's  motion  to  adjourn  to 
Wednesday  was  carried — 6  for,  5  against. 


Alderman  Prescott  moved  that  the  report  on 
the  new  charter  be  taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  Power  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  motion  prevailed— yeas  7,  nays  5. 

Yeas — Aldermen  Bigelow',  Burrage,  Clark,  Pope, 
Prescott,  Quincy,  Stebbins — 7. 

Nays— Aldermen  Hariis,  Power,  O'Brien,  Viles, 
Worthington — 5. 

Alderman  Prescott  moved  that  the  report  be 
specially  assigned  for  Wednesday  next  at  four 
o'clock  P.  M. 

Alderman  Power  moved  to  substitute  Monday 
for  Wednesday.  He  thought  it  preposterous  for 
gentlemen  to  wish  to  push  upon  the  Board  a  doc- 
ument that  the  committee  have  been  consideiing 
two  months,  and  it  took  the  commissioners  a  year 
to  frame.  Id  was  poor  policy  for  those  who  favor 
the  measure  to  adppt.  It  is  unreasonable  to  call  a 
special  meeting  to  discuss  what  they  know  noth- 
ing about.  The  gentleman  who  submitted  the 
report  did  n't  contemplate  any  such  thing. 

Alderman  Prescott  thought  an  early  discussion 
best.  The  very  day  the  commission  reported,  the 
City  Council  refened  the  matter  to  a  special  com- 
mittee, w  ho  took  hold  of  it  at  once,  and  under  all 
the  circumstance  -  the  Board  could  not  take  hold 
too  soon.  It  would  not  be  necessary  to  take  any 
action  next  Wednesday ;  they  could  go  into  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  and  consider  it.  A  matter  of 
such  transcendaut  importance  should  be  taken 
hold  of  at  the  earliest  possible  day.  It  will  require 
a  great  deal  of  time  in  the  two  branches,  and  he 
hoped  the  special  assignment  would  be  made. 

Alderman  Quincy  had  no  desire  to  push  the 
matter  in  any  way,  nor  had  any  of  the  committee, 
who  had  worked  industriously,  and  it  was  expect- 
ed that  the  Board  would  do  the  same.  It  is  true 
they  know  nothing  of  it  now,  and  they  never  will 
if  they  do  not  take  hold  of  it. 

Alderman  Wrorthington  suggested  that  Wednes- 
day will  be  St.  Patrick's  Day,  and  some  of  them 
might  want  to  celebrate. 

Alderman  Power  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion  to  substitute  Monday'  for  Wednes- 
day, and  it  was  lost — yeas  5,  nays  7: 

Yeas— Aldeimen  Harris,  O'Biien,  Power,  Viles 
ana  Worthington— 5. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Burrage,  Clark,  Pope, 
Prescott,  Quincy,  Stebbins— 7. 

The  report  was  then  specially  assigned  for 
Wednesday  next,  at  4  P.  M. 

Alderman  Burrage  moved  to  adjourn. 

Declared  lost.  Alderman  Quincy  doubted  the 
vote,  and  the  motion  was  carried,  and  the  Board 
stood  adjourned  till  Wednesday  next,  at  4  P.  M. 
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Adjourned  regular  meeting  at  4  P.  M.,  Alderman 
Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

The  Chairman  stated  that  the  special  assign- 
ment for  the  meeting  was  the  report  of  the  Joint 
Special  Committee  on  ihe  Draft  of  the  New  City 
Charter,  ana  asked  what  was  the  pleasure  of  the 
Board. 

THE  MAIN  QUESTION. 

Alderman  Quincy — It  seems  to  me  that  it  might 
be  a  waste  of  time  for  the  Board  to  commence  the 
consideration  of  this  draft  of  the  new  charter, 
section  by  section,  before  we  have  decided  whether 
or  not  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Board  that  such  a  re- 
organization as  is  there  proposeo  is  desirable.  It 
is  very  well  known  that  the  chief  principle  in- 
volved is  the  extension  of  power  in  the  Municipal 
Government  |to  paid  commissions;  and  it  the 
sense  or  the  Board  should  be  at  the  present  time 
that  there  is  no  necessity  for  further  steps 
in  th:;t  direction,  it  is  evident  that  we  might 
spare  ourselves  further  trouble,  ana  either  re- 
commit the  report  to  the  committee  or  dispose  of 
it  in  auy  other  way  that  might  seem  best  to  the 
Board.  It  seems  to  rne,  therefore,  that  before 
taking  it  up,  section  by  section,  we  had  better  get 
at  the  sense  of  the  Botrd  upon  the  main  question, 
and  for  that  purpose  I  have  prepared  a  series  of 
resolutions.  I  am  far  from  wishing  to  restrict 
debate  upon  them,  but  atter  this  Board  shall 
have  decided  that  it  is  expedient  to  proceed  to  a 
reorganization  of  the  Government  in  the  manner 
proposed,  we  shall  have  broken  the  backDoue  of 
the  work  and  can  then  proceed  in  committee  of 
the  whole,  with  a  forbearance  aiid  deference  to 
the  wish  of  tbe  majority,  an:i  make  short  work 
of  the  rest  of  it.  Now,  sir,  the  commissioners, 
when  they  reported  this  charter,  used  tbe  follow- 
ing language  in  regard  to  the  chauges  proposed: 

"With  these  changes  have  come  their  natural 
consequences.  Many  institutions,  public  works 
and  organizations  have  grown  up  or  been  estab- 
lished, such  as  the  public  exigencies  require,  and 
which  have  added  largely  to  the  duties  of  the  pub- 
lic officers  of  the  city,  essentially  changed  their 
character  and  rendered  their  administra- 
tion more  difficult  and  complicated.  Among 
these  may  be  named  the  introduction  and 
supply  of  water ;  the  maintenance  of  a  large  po- 
lice force;  tbe  care  and  preservation  of  the  pub- 
lic health;  the  efficient  management  of  a  fire  de- 
partment; the  great  increase  of  public  ways  and 
streets  to  be  laid  out,  widened  and  kept  in  repair ; 
the  multiplication  of  public  schools,  and  the  es- 
tablishment of  hospitals  and  libraries.  This  enu- 
meration comprises  only  a  portion  of  the  duties 
now  required  of  the  servai  ts  of  the  city.  All  of 
them  need  constant  care  and  supervision,  in  order 
that  efficient  and  faithful  servije  may  be  main- 
tained in  all  departments,  and  that  due  economy 
may  De  exercised  in  the  expenditures  of  the  .arge 
amounts  of  money  necessary  to  their  support,  ft 
would  seem  to  be  clear  that  duties  so  numerous 
and  important  cannot  be  properly  superintended 
and  managed  by  persons  who  render  gratuitous 
services  only,  or  who  are  chos'ii  to  office,  not  for 
their  experience  sn  the  duties  which  they  may  be 
called  upon  to  perform,  or  their  peculiar  fitness  and 
skill  in  the  work  of  the  different  uepartments  which 
they  may  have  in  charge.  The  city  is  a  great  coi- 
poration,  upon  which  is  devolved  not  an  abstract 
duty  only  of  providing  for  the  public  welfare,  but 
tbe  practical  work  of  the  city,  in  administering  its 
various  departments  and  executing  the  public 
works  committed  to  its  care.  No  prudent  individ- 
ual or  well-conducted  business  corporation  would 
trust  the  management  of  important  affairs  to  the 
care  of  inexperienced,  incompetent  orinadequate- 
ly  paid  agents.  No  good  reason  can  be  given  for 
the  adoption  of  a  different  policy  by  the  city.  The 
great  object  in  providing  for  tbe  performance  of 
official  services  in  behalf  of  the  city  should  be  to 
so  regulata  it  that  its  servants  should,  as  far  as 
practicable,  be  trained  by  experience  and  prac- 
tice, and  be  made  suoject  to  proper  control.  In 
the  drjf  i  of  the  charter  herewith  submitted,  the 
terms  of  office  of  the  Mayor,  and  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  City  Council,  have  been  extended 
to  three  years.  This  will  prevent  the  fre- 
quent   changes   consequent    on    shorter    terms, 


and  will  tend  to  give  to  the  city  the  ben- 
efit of  a  greater  knowledge  and  experience 
by  those  to  whom  the  management  of  municipal 
affairs  is  to  be  intrusted.  To  the  ^ity  Council  is 
given  the  entire  control  over  all  appropriations  of 
public  money,  and  the  purposes  for  which  it  is  to 
be  expended.  This  is  in  conformity  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  old  charter,  and  to  the  uniform  prac- 
tice of  giving  to  the  immediate  representatives  of 
the  peoole  the  power  to  determine  upon  the  use  to 
be  made  of  all  moneys  raised  for  municipal  pur- 
poses. In  order  to  secure  the  services  of  capable 
and  efficient  men,  to  oe  placed  iu  charge  of  the 
various  departments  of  the  city,  it  has  been 
deemed  expedient  to  provide  that  they  should  be 
selected  and  nominated  by  the  Mayor  and  con- 
firmed by  the  City  Council.  By  this  method  of 
appointment,  the  <esponsibihty  of  selection  in 
the  first  instance  is  placed  on  the  first  officer  of 
the  city,  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  examine  into  the 
qualifications  of  candidates  for  the  places  to  be 
tilled,  oefore  submitting  nominations  to  the  City 
Council.  They  will  then  oe  subjected  to  scnuiny 
and  inquiry  by  the  members  of  the  Council,  who 
will  be  able  to  ascertain  whether  the  appoint- 
ment is  in  all  respects  suitable.  In  this  way  it  is 
believed  that  faithful  and  competent  public  offi- 
cers will  be  more  surely  obtained  that  oy  a  differ- 
ent mode  of  appointment.  Personal  and  local  in- 
fluences will  be  less  likely  to  prevail,  where  the 
sole  responsioility  of  a  nomination  is  placed  on  a 
single  pei son,  the  Mayor  of  the  city,  and  a  con- 
firmation by  the  City  Council  is  required.  This 
guards  against  the'  danger  arising,  on  tbe  one 
hand,  from  giving  the  sole  power  of  appointment 
to  a  single  person,  and,  on  ihe  other,  from  repos- 
ing the  power  entirely  in  a  popular  body." 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  think  that  the  sense  of 
the  Board  on  the  principal  changes  pioposedcan 
be  obtarned  by  the  following  resolutions,  which 
can  be  consideied,  argued  ana  voted  upon  in  their 
order;  and  after  we  have  iu  this  manner  obtained 
the  sense  of  the  Board,  we  shall  have  cone  the 
greater  part  ot  our  work,  and  the  matters  of  de- 
tail can  be  arranged  with  despatch  and  to  the  sat- 
isfaction of  all.  The  first  resolution,  which  it  an- 
swered in  the  negative,  will  dispose  cf  any  fur- 
ther consideration  of  this  question,  is  this: 

[No.  1.]  Resolved,  That  in  the  ooinion  of  this 
Board  the  great  actual  and  prospective  increase 
in  population  and  territorial  extent  of  our  city 
render  desirable  such  a  reorganization  of  our 
Municipal  Government  as  shall  provide  for  an  iu- 
creasea  transfer  of  the  labors  and  duties  of  the 
important  departments  thereof  into  the  hands  of 
salaried  boards  or  commissions. 

If  that  should  be  adopted  the  next  one  would 
be  as  follows— it  is  evident  that  if  the  first  one  is 
not  adopted  we  should  proceed  no  further  in  this 
matter : 

[No.  2.]  Resolved,  That  the  members  of  all  such 
salaried  boards  or  commissions  should  be  appoint- 
ed by  the  Mayor,  subject  to  conflimation  by  the 
City  Council,  and  should  be  removable  by  the 
same  authority,  oi  by  two-thirds  of  tne  City  Coun- 
cil without  the  Mayor. 

If  those  two  resolutions  should  pass,  then  we 
should  come  at  once  to  the  consideration  of  sec- 
tion 95  of  the  new  draft.  That  enumerates  the 
boards  which  are  to  be  paid  and  those  wnich  are 
to  serve  without  compensation.  The  resolution;- 1 
propose  to  offer  in  regard  to  that  are  as  follows: 

[No.  3.]  Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this 
Board  the  following  city  departments  enumerated 
in  section  95  of  the  .aew  draft  of  the  charter 
should  be  placed  in  charge  of  paid  boards  or  com- 
missions, whose  members  should  be  appoint- 
ed by  the  Mayor,  subject  to  confirmation 
by  the  City  Council,  and  removable  by  the 
same  authority  or  by  two-thirds  of  the  City- 
Council  without  the  Mayor;  the  Assessors' 
Department,  the  Police  Department,  the 
Street  Department,  the  Building  and  Lauds  De- 
partment, the  Water  Department,  the  Health  De- 
partment, the  Mre  Department. 

[No.  4.]  Resolved,  That  che  following  depait- 
ments,  enume<  atea  in  section  95  aforesaid,  should 
be  placed  in  charge  of  unpaid  boards  composed 
partly  of  members  at  large  appointed  as  afore- 
said and  partly  by  membets  ot  tbeCny  Council 
elected  by  that  body:  The  Department  of  Public 
Institutions,  the  Department  of  Overseers  of  the 
Poor,  the  Department  of  City  Hospital,  the  De- 
partment of  Public  Library,  the  Depart ment  of 
Public  Grounds. 

Then  there  is  one  other  point,  upon  which  it  is 
very  desirable  to  obtain  the  sense  of  the  Board 
before  proceeding  to  consider  the  charter  section 


MARCH      17,       1875. 


129 


by  section.  It  is  an  important  section,  which  was 
carried  by  a  majority  of  the  committee  against 
the  opposition  oi  some  of  its  members.  The  sense 
of  the  Board  would  be  obtained  upon  it  by  the 
following: 

[No.  5.  J  Resolved,  That  full  power  to  director 
check  any  and  all  action  by  said  boards  or  com- 
missions "in  the  exercise  of  their  powers  and  du- 
ties should  be  retained  by  the  City  Council,  sub- 
stantially in  accordance  with  sectioo  221  of  said 
draft.  # 

I  think  that  by  the  successive  consideration  of 
these  resolves,  without  abridging  discussion,  so 
that  gentlemen  opposed  to  extending  the  powers 
of  these  commissions  Rillhavea  fair  opportu- 
nity to  bring  forth  all  their  arguments,  the  sense 
of  the  Board  may  be  obtained.  Alter  we  have 
done  so,  a  great  advantage  will  have  been  gained, 
and  we  can  then  proceed  to  decide  upon  the  de- 
tails, taking  up  section  by  section,  either  in  com- 
mittee of  tue  whole  or  as  a  board.  I  offer  these 
resolutions  to  be  acted  upon  in  their  regular  or- 
der, wishing  it  to  be  understood  that  I  shall  vote 
against  the  last  one. 

THE  POLICY   OF    INCREASING    THE    PAID    COMMIS- 
SIONS. 

The  Chairmaii  lead  the  resolution  No.  1,  audit 
was  put  on  its  passage. 

Aide  rim  an  Power  asked  whether  it  was  properly 
before  the  Board,  as  the  meeting  was  held  spe- 
cially to  consider  the  new  charter. 

The  Chairman  ruled  that  the  resolution  was 
germane  to  the  question  of  the  new  charter,  be- 
ing intended  to  test  the  sense  of  the  Board,  and 
was  therefore  in  order. 

Alderman  Power  did  not  wish  to  kill  time,  but 
he  could  not  see  the  connection  or  how  the  reso- 
lutions could  be  considered  in  place  of  the  special 
assignment. 

Alderman  Quincy  said  ths  question  was  whether 
they  wanted  a  new  charter  L.t  all,  or  whether  they 
waiited  such  a  charter  as  is  proposed.  The  resolu- 
tions were  offered  to  test  the  sense  of  the  Board 
on  that  question,  although  he  could  understand 
that  there  was  a  technical  objection  of  the  Alder- 
man f  rem  Ward  12.  Yet  in  that  view  they  were 
perfectly  in  order. 

Alderman  Power  thought  it  rather  a  strange 
mode  of  procedure  to  take  up  those  resolutions 
when  the  new  draft  of  the  charter  bad  been  spe- 
cially assigned  for  the  meeting.  He  had  never 
heard  of  such  a  proceeding  before. 

Alderman  Worthiugton  appealed  from  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair,  and  said  he  should  vote  to  sus- 
tain it  because  he  thought  it  the  proper  way  to 
approach  the  subject. 

The  ruling  of  the  Chairman  was  sustained— 9  for, 
2  against. 

Alderman  Stebbins  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  passage  of  resolution  No.  1. 

Alderman  Worthington  hoped  they  would  hear 
some  reasons  for  and  against  the  resolution  before 
a  vote  was  taken.    He  was  not  prepared  to  vote. 

Alderman  Power— I  will  repeat  some  of  the  rea- 
sons I  gave  for  opposing  this  adjourned  meeting. 
If  some  of  the  gentlemen  who  sit  at  this  Board 
have,  during  the  short  time  they  have  been  here, 
become  learned  enough  in  this  subject  to  vote  on 
that  resolution;  if  they  know  what  sort  of  a  gov- 
ernment we  have,  and  wherein  the  new  charter 
differs  from  the  old  one;  if  they  have  learned 
all  that  since  the  new  draft  was  put  on  their 
desks,  last  Monday,  then,  sir,  I  think  there 
is  no  argument  for  paid  commissions.  If 
we  have  gentlemen  here  who  can  grasp 
subjects  of  such  magnitude  in  this  short  time 
there  is  no  need  of  -aid  commissions  to  take 
their  places.  I  oppose  action  now  because  I  can- 
not see  how  any  gentleman  can  be  conversant 
enough  with  this  subject  to  say  that  he  is  in  favor 
of  paid  commissions  to  take  the  place  of  our  pres- 
ent form  of  government.  I  have  had  the  honor  of 
a  seat  here  for  nearly  four  years,  and  while, 
perhaps,  some  of  the  commissions  have  worked 
well,  I  am  not  prepared  or  willing  to  say 
that  this  Boaid  of  Aldermen,  or  any  Board 
that  has  been  here  since  I  have  been  a 
member,  are  not  just  as  competent  to  manage 
the  affairs  l  f  the  city  as  any  of  those  paid  commis- 
sions. By  adopting  that  resolution  this  Board 
will  virtuallv  say  that  our  present  form  of  govern- 
ment is  a  tailure,  and  we  must  have  paid  commis- 
sions to  cany  it  on  properly.  That  is  why  I  desire 
members  to  have  time  to  study  the  present  char- 
ter and  form  of  government,  and  compare  it  with 
the  new  one  proposed,  tnat  they  may  vote  intelli- 
gently and  know  whether  or  not  they  desire  a 


change,  which  it  does  n't  seem  possible  that  gen- 
tlemen who  have  come  into  this  Government  this 
year  can  do.  At  present  I  think  it  is  a  matter  of 
impossibility  for  some  members  to  vote  intelli- 
gently upon  this  question. 

Alderman  Quincy — This  resolution  bi^ds  the 
Board  to  nothing;  it  if-  sim'ply  an  expression  of 
opinion  that  it  would  b-  desiiable  to  transfer  some 
more  of  the  work  of  the  important  departments 
to  paid  commissions.  How  it  shall  be  done,  and 
by  what  commissions,  are  subjects  for  subsequent 
consideration.  If  it  is  the  decision  of  the  Board 
that  it  is  not  worth  whiie  to  transfer  any  of  the 
work  to  p«id  commissions,  we  ought  to  know  it 
now  and  save  tiouble.  The  argument  used  by 
some  gentlemen— for  whom  we  have  great  respect 
—against  extending  the  paid  commissions  implies 
that  it  is  "distrusting  the  people:  I  do  not  think 
it  shows  a  lnck  of  confidence  in  the  peo- 
ple. I  believe  that  such  duties  are  better  per- 
formed by  appointed  than  by  elected  officers. 
Very  much  the  same  argument  was  used  id  1825, 
when  it  was  pioposecl  to  abolish  the  system  of 
elective  fire  watds  and  establish  afire  department 
appointed  at  the  City  Hall.  Great  indignation 
was  expressed  at  depriving  the  people  of  their 
powei  to  elect  the  fire  Wards.  The  answer  was 
that  if  an  elective  department  failed  to  put  out  a 
fire,  and  an  appointed  department  did  put  it  out, 
the  people  had  better  abandon  their  power  of 
election.  I  find  in  "Quincy's  Municipal  History" 
an  account  of  the  matter.  The  question  was  on 
accepting  the  act  of  the  Legislature  to  enable  the 
City  Council  to  establish  a  fire  department. 

"Thepiivate  interests  it  opposed,  and  the  at- 
tachment to  old  customs  which  it  thwarted,  ren- 
dered final  success  dubious.  The  ward  rooms 
rang  with  patriotic  harangues  on  the  infringement 
of  the  aucient  liberties  of  the  people,  by  depriv- 
ing them  ot  the  power  of  electing  fire  wards ;  and 
the  press  with  warning  voices  on  the  usurpation 
of  powers,  which,  it  was  asserted,  could  best  be 
exercised  by  the  body  of  the  citizens." 

And  again,  in  an  address  issued  by  the  Mayor 
at  the  time  this  act  was  voted  on  by  the  people, 
he  says — 

"I  know  that  it  is  urged  with  great  warmth  and 
vehemence  in  the  public  prints,  that  the  object  of 
the  City  Council  is,  'to  wrest  from  the  citize'rs  the 
election  of  firewards.'  The  truth,  however,  is, 
that  the  object  of  the  City  Council  is  of  a  much 
higher  and  more  consequential  character  than  the 
poor  acquisitiou  of  any  such  elective  power.  It 
is  an  eudeavor  to  place  the  safety  and  protection 
of  the  city  against  fire  upon  the  basis  of  a  self- 
dependent,  efficient  system;  one  that  does  not 
claim  from  age,  or  manhood,  or  boyhood,  as  a 
duty,  to  turn  out  and  'give  protection  against 
fires,  at  ths  exposure  of  health,  and  often  of  life. 
On  the  contrary,  it  takes  the  protection  of  the 
city  on  itself.  It  asks  of  the  citizens,  not  imme- 
diately interested,  only  to  keep  away.  It  depends 
on  its  own  discipline,  practice,  force  of  machin- 
ery, and  engines;  and  relies  not  at  all  on  the  re- 
luctant aid  of  casual  bystanders.  This  system  is 
inevitable  in  a  full-grown  state  of  society.  If  our 
citizens  do  not  realize,  or  will  not  admit  the  ne- 
cessity of  it  now,  the  adoption  is  only  postponed. 
Come  it  will.  The  great  teacher,  calamity,  which 
has  already  spoken  once  and  twice,  will  sj  eak 
again  and  again,  until  its  voice  is  heard." 

We  can  see  that  the  great  teacher,  calamity,  has 
spoken  twice— once  in  pestilence,  and  once  in  fire. 
We  have  heeded  its  teichiugs  and  committed  our 
interests  to  paid  commissions,  believing  that  they 
are  more  efficient  to  protect  us  than  auy  elective 
system  which  can  be  adopted.  The  question  is 
whether  we  will  wait  till  the  gteat  teacher,  calam- 
ity—whether by  dishonesty,  riot  or  fire— shall 
come  to  warn  us,  or  whether  we  will  profit  by  our 
former  experience  and  say  whether  our  interests 
can  best  be  subserved  by  those  whom  we  appoint 
ourselves,  or  by  those  elected  directly  by  the  peo- 
ple. Therefore,  I  hope  we  shall  pass  the  resolu- 
tion I  have  offered. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  shrll  vote  against  the  res- 
olution because  I  do  not  believe  in  such  expen- 
sive paid  commissions.  I  believe  they  will  be 
an  expensive  luxury  for  the  citizens  of  Boston  to 
take  care  of.  Take  the  Police  Commission  of  the 
new  charter.  They  give  three  men,  or  at  least  it 
will  cost  twenty-five  or  thirty  thousand  dollars  a 
year  to  take  care  of  the  police  work  that  is  now 
done  in  a  very  few  hours  by  a  committee  of  three 
Aldermen.  The  great  want  of  the  Police  De- 
partment is  generally  admitted  to  be  more 
men,  and  not  commissioners.  You  want  from 
thirty    to   fifty    more    men    in  that  department 
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to  make  it  more  effective,  and  the  price  we  would 
have  to  pay  for  the  commissioners  would  furnish 
the  men  actually  needed  in  the  department.  I 
don't  believe  in  the  Health  Commission,  because 
I  believe  it  is  one  of  the  most  expeusive  luxuries 
the  people  of  Boston ^evei  had.  There  was  a  time 
when  an  active  commission  of  that  kind  had  work 
to  do ;  but  they  have  had  nothing  to  do  since  then 
for  the  expense  it  has  been.  In  1873-4  the  expendi- 
tures for  the  Health  Department  were  $309,000; 
in  1875-6  they  want  $542,000;  It  takes  $15,000,000 
taxable  property  to  pay  for  the  work  of  that  de- 
partment which  could  have  been  done  just 
as  well  by  the  Superintendent  of  Health  if 
he  had  the  authority.  Take  the  Fire  Com- 
mission, which  the  Alderman  who  spoke 
last  is  so  enthusiastitic  about;  what  aro 
they  doing?  Establishing  workshops  to  iutertere 
with  private  enterprise  oitside.  They  apparently 
show  a  saving  tv>  the  city  of  Boston  of  many  thou- 
sands of  dollars  durirjg  the  past  year;  but  will 
any  business  man  at  this  Board  say  that  a  commis- 
sion employing  mechanics  and  workmen  can  com- 
pete with  business  men  outside?  The  next  move 
of  the  Fire  Commissioners  may  be  to  establish  a 
manufactory.  If  they  are  right  in  their  method 
of  proceeding,  this  new  charter  is  entirely  wrong, 
because  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  ought 
to  erect  a  paint  and  carpeuter  shop.  I  think  the 
theory  of  all  these  commissions  is  wrong,  and  if 
adopted  it  will  prove  expensive  to  the  citizens  of 
Boston. 

Alderman  Power— I  did  not  expect  to  go  into 
this  general  subject  of  paid  commissions  tonight. 
I  am  disposed  to  have  tbe  Boaid  take  the  new 
charter  and  go  through  it,  item  by  item,  when  I 
think  the  Board  is  in  a  condition  to  do  so.  But  the 
present  resolution  virtually  says  that  the  present 
form  of  government  is  a  failure,  and  to  protect  it 
and  h^ve  it  managed  properly  we  must  have  paid 
commissions  to  do  it.  I  don't  see  how  members 
can  be  prepared  to  say  that,  unless  they  studied 
this  subject  considerable  time  before  chey  came 
here.  I  hope  the  re-olu.ion  will  be  defeated,  if 
for  no  other  reason  than  to  give  members  an  op- 
portunity lo  study  up  this  matter,  to  compare  the 
new  charter  with  the  old  one,  and  decide  whether 
the  present  republican  form  of  government  is  a 
failure,  which  you  will  say,  virtually,  if  you 
adopt  the  charter,  and  that  the  people  are  no 
longer  fit  to  be  trusted  with  the  management  of 
the  Government,  The  people  of  this  city  are  too 
tenacious  of  their  rights  ever  to  sanction  any  such 
form  of  Government  as  is  proposed  iu  this  docu- 
ments. I  cannot  see  what  the  AJderman  ou  my 
left  [Alderman  Quincy]  has  to  sustain  his  argu- 
ment. I  have  been  here  nearly  four  years,  and  I 
don't  know  where  there  is  any  corruption.  Why 
was  tbe  Fire  Comniijsion  appointed  ?  Because 
during  the  great  excitement  after  the  great  fire 
the  people  thought  that  department  was 
not  well  managed.  I  opposed  any  change, 
because  I  thought  it  was  managed  well. 
The  committee  told  me  so;  they  said  they 
were  doing  tbe  best  they  could,  and  no- 
body could  do  better.  They  saia  that,  up  to 
the  very  day  that  we  voted  ou  the  ordiaance. 
But  on  that  very  day  they  changed  their  minds 
and  acknowledged  that  they  had  failed  to  manage 
it  well,  and  they  voted  against  their  record.  Thev 
told  us  it  could  n't  be  managed  better,  up  to  the 
very  last,  and  had  been  practising  deception  upon 
the  members  of  this  Board  up  to  that  time.  So  a 
majority  of  this  Board,  having  confidence  in  a 
committee  of  their  own  body,  went  against  the 
commission,  and  then  the  members  or  that  com- 
mittee came  iu  here  all  at  once,  on  the  last 
cay,  backed  down  and  acknowledged  that  they 
had  failed.  And  that  is  how  the  com- 
mission came  to  be  appointed.  Now  I  have  never 
seen  a  reason  for  a  commission,  and  they  were  es- 
tablished because  of  the  lack  of  backbone  of  some 
of  the  members  of  the  Government.  If  they  would 
stand  up  at  all  times  in  the  interest  of  the  Govern- 
ment, having  no  dread  of  outside  pressure,  and 
going  straight  on,  attending  to  their  duties  as  a 
majority  of  them  have  done,  there  is  no  sound  ar- 
gument for  a  commission  or  any  need  of  a  change. 
There  is  n't  a  better  Government  in  tbe  world 
than  that  of  the  city  of  Boston,  and  I  say  so 
after  having  been  a  member  of  it  nearly  four 
years.  I  have  n't  seen  a  more  honest  Ad- 
ministration anywhere.  No  private  corpora- 
tion is  managed  better*  and  I  have  seeu  a 
great  many  of  them.  I  don't  know  a  more  honest 
and  faithful  set  of  men  than  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments of  this  Government.  And  why  do  you  need 
any  change?    Could  any  commissions  accomplish 


more?    And  after  all,  does  n't   the  Government 
depend   on  those  heads   of   departments?    And 
where  c*an  any  one  see  a  reed  of  change,  except 
perhaps   in    the   number    of    members    of    the 
Common   Council    and   the  School   Committee? 
Are      there     any     abuses     that    call    for    this 
sweeping     change?    I    have    been   here    near- 
ly   four   years,   and    I    cannot    see    them.      It 
is   noted  nil    over  the    country — and   every  one 
who     comes   here   remark?    it — what    good   or- 
der tljere   is  in  this    city,  what  good  condition 
the  streets  are  in ;  while   these  commissions  you 
are  trying  to  bring  in  here  have  been  a  failure  ia 
every  city  where  they  have  been  established ;  in 
Philadelphia,  New  York,  there*  is  abundant  evi- 
dence of  their  corruption.      The  commissions  are 
removed  irom  the  people's  influence  aud  twenty 
or  thirty  men  govern  the  whole  city.    And  so  they 
could  in  a  government  like  that  proposed  in  this 
charter.    They  would  control  three  or  four  thou- 
sand men  ana  could  name  their  successors.   They 
can  do  as  was  done  in  Brookline  and  at  the  navy 
yard.     If  an   election    is  coming  on  they  could 
put      men     on     the     police,     and     on  '   street 
work,     and    you    cannot    help    yourselves,      if 
you   once    tie   your   hands  by  adopting  such  an 
instrument  as  this.    What  prevented  the  annexa- 
tion of  Brookline  but  the  same  thing?    It  failed 
at  the  navy  yard  at  the  last  election,  because  those 
who  were  put  there  to  vote  for  one  man  voted  for 
another.     But  it  can  be    done,  and  it  will   be. 
Grant  that  there  may  be  a  few  evils  under  the 
present   form  of   gove  nment;    but,  taken  as  a 
whole,  its  like  cannot  be  found.  Boston  is  a  well- 
governed  city.     Have  n't  we  shown  the  citizens 
that  we  are  reducing  tbe  city  debt? — that,  though 
the  city  has  grown  larger,  we  are  asking  for  less 
money,  and   are    going   to   still   further   reduce 
the  debt?     It  is  an  insult  to    the  Government 
of    this     city     to     put   such    a    charter    before 
them.    It  is  an  insult  to   the   people  and  the  tax- 
payers of    Boston  to   biing    forward  a   document 
with  such   recommendations.    They  are    not  pre- 
pared to  tie  their  hands  with  such  a  monarchical 
form  of    government   as   that.    Never    will   they 
have  their   liberties  jeopardized   by   such  a  docu- 
ment as  that.    If  you  pass  that  resolution  it  will 
be  virtually  acknowledging  that  this  Government 
is  a  failure,  and   that   the  only  remedy  is   in  paid 
commissions.    I  have  plenty  of   documentary  evi- 
dence in    relation   to   paid    commissions,    where 
they  have  been  established,  and   documents  com- 
paring our  Government  with  that  of  other  cities 
in    this    country,    and    there   is    none    equal    or 
superior    to    it.      Theie     is     no     use     of     any 
change  except  in  the  two  or  three  departments  I 
have  alluded  to.      I  think  the  Common  Council 
and  School  Committee  could  be  better  managed 
by  reducing  the  members,  but  that  can  be  done 
without  any  commission.    Those  matters  can  be 
settled  when  it  is  demonstrated  that  some  altera- 
tion should  be  made,  without',  this  radical  way  of 
going  to  the  Legislature  and  entirely  changing 
our  charter.    I  have  no  doubt  that  a  resolution 
might  be  drawn  up  « hieh  would  not  commit  this 
Board  to  that  thing,  which  says  this  Government 
is  a  failure,  and  we  must  have  paid  commissions 
to  remedy  it;   but  there  might  oe  a  resolution 
drawn  which  would  a.ccornnlish,  perhaps,  nearly 
the  object  desired  to  be  accomplished  by  the  gen- 
tleman wao  offers  this  one.    I  therefore  move  that 
it  lie  upon  the  table,  though  I  will  withdraw  it  to 
allo'w  further  discussion. 

Alderman  Preseott— I  trust  the  resolution  will 
receive  the  serious  consideration  of  this  Board,  it 
being  really  tne  essence  of  the  new  charter.  Some 
remarks  made  this  evening,  it  seems  to  me,  should 
not  go  unnoticed.  The  Alderman  from  Ward  12 
says  that  the  presentation  of  this  charter  is  an  in- 
sult to  che  citizens  of  Boston.  Who  are  the  gen- 
tlemen that  perpetrated  this  insult  upon  the  peo- 
ple of  this  city?  Honorable,  intelligent,  high- 
minded,  leading  citizens  appointed  by  the  Mayor 
of  the  city  some  time  ago  to  consider  this  whole 
matter  of  a  change  in  our  municipal  government; 
—such  men  as  George  Tyler  Bigelow,  formerly 
Chief  Justice  of  the  State ;  Otis  Norcross,  formerly 
Mayor  of  the  city;  Lemuel  Shaw  and  Arthur  Aus- 
tin. Those  are  the  men  who  have  insulted  the 
people  of  this  city,  as  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12 
states,  by  presenting  this  charter.  I  have  taken 
considerable  pains  to  notice  tne  drift  of  public 
opinion  since  this  matter  was  first  introduced  into 
this  Government.  I  have  noticed  particularly  the 
comments  of  the  press  in  regard  to  it,  and  almost 
without  an  exception — 

Alderman  Power— There  is  tbe  trouble. 

Alderman  Preseott— And  I  notice  that  tbe  press, 
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almost  without  an  exception,  indorse  the  leading 
features  of  this  charter.  Our  old  charter  may 
have  been  well  enough  for  the  city  of  Boston 
when  the  inhabitants  were  forty  or  fifty  thousand, 
when  its  territory  covered  less  than  five  square 
acies  ;  but  I  claim  tl.at  it  is  not  a  charter  by  which 
this  Government  can  be  properly  and  economi- 
cally managed  today.  The  territory  has  grown  to 
upwards  of  thirty- nv*  square  miles,  the  popula- 
tion increased  to  upwards  ot  a  third  of  a  mil- 
lion. I  investigated  this  matter  somewhat,  when 
the  question  of  establishing  a  Water  Commission 
was  before  this  Board  last  June.  I  studied 
the  subject  as  much  as  my  limited  time 
and  my  duties  at  this  Board  would  allow. 
The  Board  of  Aldermen  last  year  deemed 
it  expedient  to  vote  in  favor  of  %  Water 
Commission,  but  it  'failed  m  the  other  branch. 
One  other  remark  made  by  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  12  was,  that  he  did  not  think  the  members 
of  this  Board,  half  of  whom  are  new  members, 
could  intelligently  vote  upon  this  subject.  I 
claim  that  any  gentleman — whether  a  member 
of  this  Board  or  not — who  has  watched  the 
management  ot  public  affairs,  can  vote 
as  intelligently  upon  this  question  how  as 
he  can  next  December  after  spending  a 
year  in  this  Boaid.  This  charter  is  in 
many  respects  similar  to  the  charters  of  other 
large  cities  in  this  country.  The  Alderman  from 
Ward  12  has  stated  that  the  charters  of  some  of 
the  cities  have  been  failures,  and  that  the  com- 
missions have  frequently  been  sources  of  fraud 
and  cor,  uption.  But  no  city  in  this  country  has 
such  a  charter  as  this  exceptthe  city  of  New  York, 
which  I  claim  is,  today,  the  best  managed  city  in 
New  York.  It  is  taking  steps,  today,  to  so  amend 
its  charter  as  to  place  it  on  the  same  "footing 
as  the  charter  now  before  us.  The  charter 
made  for  that  city  a  few  years  ago  by  the 
Citizens'  Committee,  is  in  many  respects  pre- 
cisely similar  to  that  now  before  us.  Steps 
are  being  taken  now  to  place  the  whole 
control  of  its  municipal  affairs,  and  the  removal 
of  commissioners,  in  the  hands  of  the  Mayor,  in 
concurrence  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  which 
I  claim  should  be  so.  As  it  is  now,  I  think  the 
Mayor  cannot  remove  them  without  the  consent 
of  the  Governor  of  the  State.  I  was  suiprised  at 
the  remarks  made  by  the  Alderman  from  Ward  14 
in  regard  to  the  commissioners  we  now  have.  I 
would  like  to  know  if  that  is  the  opinion  of  the 
intelligent  citizens  of  Boston.  I  care  not  whether 
the  Health  Department  costs  more  than  it  did  a 
f e  w  years  ago ;  the  health  of  the  people  is  locked 
after  now.  There  was  no  body  of  men  then  to 
look  after  the  health  of  the  people;  the  members 
of  this  Board  had  n't  time  to  do  it,  and  it 
was  n't  until  the  Board  of  Health  was 
established  that  the  smallpox  was  exter- 
minated from  the  city.  People  were  dying  at 
the  rate  of  fifty  or  sixty  a  week  until  the  Board  of 
Health  was  established  and  some  energetic  meas- 
ures were  taken  to  suppress  the  pestilence.  I 
claim  that  the  services  of  the  Board  of  Health 
ha,ve  been  of  incalculable  benefit  to  the  city. 
Then  in  regard  to  the  Fire  Commission ;  has  that 
been  a  failure?  What  is  the  opinion  of  the  in- 
suranca  companies  today?  Would  they  insure 
property  as  they  do  today  if  the  department  was 
uncter  the  control  of  a  committee  of  this  Govern- 
ment? 

Alderman  Power— Do  the  underwriters  insure 
property  in  Boston  at  a  lower  rate  than  when  the 
department  was  under  the  control  of  a  committee? 

Alderman  Prescott — Probably  not,  because  the 
rates  are  higher  everywhere.  But  I  do  say  that 
the  insurance  companies  have  vastly  more  confi- 
dence in  the  department  as  it  is  managed  today 
than  they  would  have  if  it  were  controlled  by  a 
committee.  And  how  about  the  expense  of  that 
department?  I  claim  that  for  the  mere  pittance 
we  pay  those  commissioners  we  are  running  that 
department  from  one  to  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars  cheaper  than  it  could  be  done  by  a  com- 
mittee, iuithermore,  I  believe  the  department 
is  fifty  per  cent,  more  efficient  than  the  old  depart- 
ment ever  was.  And  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
14  says  the  salaries  of  the  Police  Commissioners 
would  be  sufficient  to  pay  for  an  increased 
force  of  forty  men.  The  salaries  would  be 
three  or  four  thousand  dollars  a  year  for 
each  of  the  commissioners,  entailing  an  ex- 
pense of  $12,000;  thirty  or  forty  new  policemen 
would  entail  an  expense  of  $30,000  or  $40,000  an- 
nually. What  we  need  is  an  entire  reorganization 
of  the  department  in  all  its  details  by  men  who 
could  make  the  department  a  study  and  who,  if 


competent,  should  be  retained  in  their  positions 
year  after  year,  and  thus  become  more  valuable 
to  the  citizens  of  Boston,  which  the  Police  Com- 
mittee cannot  be,  changing  as  they  do,  by  Dew 
members  coming  into  this  Board  every  year.  I 
claim  that  the  duties  of  an  Alderman  are  such 
that  he  cannot  properly  attend  to  the  details  of 
the  work  assigned  tim.  He  cannot  have  that  in- 
sight and  knowledge  in  the  Oifferent  de- 
partments of  which  he  has  charge,  to  a 
•ertain  extent,  as  chairman  of  a  committee, 
that  he  should  have,  or  that  he  could  have  if  he 
devoted  his  whole  time  to  it.  How  is  it  with 
members  of  the  Board  here?  Each  member  is 
probably  chairman  of  four  or  five  important  com- 
mittees, and  a  member  of  eight,  nine  or  ten  other 
committees — in  some  cases  even  more  than  thi,t. 
He  has  his  own  private  business  to  attend  to.  He 
has  to  come  here  evei  y  Monday  afternoon  and 
vote  upon  scores  of  important  questions  and  ap- 
propriations, which  he  cannot  do  intelligently 
without  giving  time  and  thought  to  them.  I  claim 
that  with  all  his  committee  work,  and  his  own 
private  business  to  attend  to,  he  cannot  come  into 
this  Board  and  vote  intelligently  upon  mar  y  of 
these  matters,  nor  can  he  attend  to  the  interests 
of  the  city  as  they  deserve. 

Alderman  Harris— How  would  the  new  charter 
-  obviate  that?    Have  not  Aldermen  to  he  more  or 
less  cognizant  of  all  the  details  before  them  to  be 
able  to  vote  in  every  case  ? 

Alderman  Prescott— That  may  be  the  case,  but 
in  these  departments  requiring  large  t::penditures 
of  money,  a  committee  spending  half  an  hour  a 
week  cannot  have  that  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
department  that  they  should  have.  That  is  not 
the  way  private  business  is  carried  on,  and  I  don't 
know  why  public  business  should  be  carried  on  so. 
The  Committee  on  the  Fire  Depa"tmeit,  com- 
posed of  three  Aldermen  and  five  Councilmen, 
could  know  but  very  little  of  the  details  of  the  ex- 
penditures in  that  department.  The  chairman  is 
called  in  once  a  rnoDth  to  approve  bills  for  hun- 
dreds or  thousands  of  dollars  of  which  he  has  no 
knowledge  whatever. 

Alderman  Power— Does  the  gentleman  mean  to 
acknowledge  that  he  approves  a  bill  of  which  he 
has  no  knowledge  whatever?— That  he  knows 
nothing  about? 

Alderman  Prescott— I  do  acknowledge  that  a 
chairman  of  a  committee  has  to  sign  many  bills, 
the  details  of  which  he  does  not  have  a  thorough 
knowledge  of,  any  more  than  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Paving  has  of  the  details  of 
the  expenditures  of  that  department.  I  endeav- 
ored to  show,  when  this  matter  was  before  the 
Government  last  year,  something  of  what  an  Al- 
derman was  asked  to  perform,  and  such  duties  are 
required  of  an  Aldeiman  this  year.  With  the 
permission  of  the  Board  I  will  read  it: 

"What  do  you  ask  of  an  Alderman  who  sits  at 
this  Board  now?  Impossibilities.  You  ask  him 
to  take  a  seat  at  the  Water  Board  and  act  intelli- 
gently there  upon  the  momentous  questions  con- 
stantly coming  before  him;  you  ask  him  to  take 
the  chairmanship  of  the  Paving  Committee,  and 
see  to  it  that  the  300  miles  of  streets  now  in  Bos- 
ton are  properly  attended  to,  and  that  an  appro- 
priation of  two  millions  of  dollars  is  wisely  and 
economically  expended.  You  ask  him  to  take  the 
chairmanship  of  the  Police  Committee,  and  see  to 
it  that  the  thirty-five  square  miles  of  Boston's 
territory  is  properly  guarded.  You  ask  hrm  to  see 
and  critically  examine  every  man  who  is  appoint- 
ed, and  to  try  every  officer  against  whom  com- 
plaint is  made.  You  ask  him  to  have  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  whole  system  of  police,  and  to 
economically  spend  $865,000.  You  ask  him  to  take 
the  chairmanship  of  the  Northampton-street  Dis- 
trict Committee,  and  see  to  it  that  a  large  and  im- 
portant section  of  the  city  is  properly  filled;  that 
all  acts  are  done  legally;  that  all  damages  are 
properly  adjusted ;  and  that  all  employes  perform 
their  duty — all  this  involving  a  very  large  expend- 
lture.  You  ask  him  to  take  the  chairmanship  of 
the  Committee  on  Claims,  and  hear  the  innumera- 
ble cases  coming  before  that  committee,  and 
wisely  act  upon  them,  and  save  the  city  from 
costly  rand  vexatious  lawsuits.  You  ask  him  to 
take  the  chairmanship  of  the  Committee  on 
Bridges,  and  look  after  the  expenditure  of 
$200,000.  You  ask  him  to  act  upon  the  Committee 
on  Public  Instruction  and  consider  al'  requests 
from  the  school  board,  and  purchase  land  for 
more  schoolhouses  wherever  wanted,  from  the 
Newton  to  the  Somerville  line.  You  ask  him  to 
serve  upon  the  committees  upon  the  Assessors' 
Department,  the   Engineer's   Department,   Fort 
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Hill,  Public  Institutions,  Sumner  Memorial, 
Fourth  of  July,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.  All  this,  Mr.  May- 
or, you  ask  of  one  man,  and  than  ask  him  to  pre- 
pare himself  to  vote  intelligently  every  Monday 
afternoon  upon  the  -varied  and  important  ques- 
tions coming  before  this  Board.  And  then,  Mr. 
Mayor,  after  he  has  served  the  city  two  or  three 
years,  you  ask  a  new  man  to  com»  in  aud  assume 
these  responsibilities."  [City  Council  minutes, 
1873,  pages  394-5.] 

Now,  it  seems  as  if  no  argument  can  be  found 
on  the  other  side.  We  must  inevitably  delegate 
some  of  our  powers  and  labois  hereto  paid  boards, 
and  1  claim,  as  I  did  before,  that  it  is  as  impossi- 
ble to  economically  attend  to  the  vast  interests  of 
this  city  of  Boston  under  our  old  form  ot  govern- 
ment, which  wa-  intended  for  a   population  of  40,- 

000  or  50,000  people,  as  it  would  be  for  us  to  at- 
tempt to  carry  on  this  National  Government  un- 
der the  old  Articles  of  Federation. 

Alderman  O'Brien — It  is  something  new  to  me 
that  the  underwriters  of  Boston  look  to  the  Fire 
Commission  for  safety  in  the  risks  they  take  on 
property.  I  think  they  look  more  to  the  style  of 
fireproof  buildings  we  have  been  putting  up  for 
two  or  three  vears,  so  that  the  Fire  Department 
■will  have  nothing  to  do.  It  is  only  a  short  time 
ago  that  the  roof  of  a  large  property  with  which 

1  am  connected  was  altered  at  an  expense  of 
seven  or  eight  thousand  dollars,  and  we  saved 
enough  on  our  insurance  to  pay  for  the  altera- 
tion, and  the  underwriters  never  said  a  word 
about  the  Fire  Commission  having  any  influ- 
ence on  the  reduction.  In  l elation  to  the 
Health  Department— does  the  ratio  of  deaths 
show  a  lower  percentage  since  the  commis- 
sion has  been  organized?  The  statistics 
can  be  found  in  this  very  building.  And  as 
for  the  effectiveness  of  that  commission  it  has 
been  shown  in  nothing  except  during  the  small- 
pox, which  the  Superintendent  ot  Healtn  could 
have  managed  if  he  had  had  the  power.  Another 
remark  in  relation  to  the  men  who  proposed  this 
charter.  I  would  say  that  this  is  a  great  day  in 
the  history  of  Boston.  High-minded  and  honora- 
ble men  fled  from  Boston  on  the  anniversary  of  this 
day,  and  left  us  free  to  elect  our  own  officers  as 
we  chose.  And  yet  some  of  the  conditions  this 
charter  would  impose  upon  us  are  the  same  condi- 
tions and  bonds  that  they  wanted  to  force  upon 
us.  It  makes  no  difference  to  me  who  proposes 
such  aHerations.  If  they  are  not  right  and  prop- 
er, they  should  be  voted  down,  no  matter  who  pro- 
posed them. 

Alderman  Power — I  don't  know  how  many 
times  I  have  had  to  vindicate  the  Government  of 
this  city  for  what  was  done  in  what  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  9  calls  the  smallpox  year.  The  Board 
of  Health  had  nothing  to  do  with  eradicating  the 
smallpox,  nor  should  they  be  credited  with  its  re- 
moval. The  Board  of  Aldermen  removed  the  small- 
pox by  vaccinating  the  whole  city,  before  the 
Board  of  Health  was  established.  In  saying  this 
I  don't  wish  to  reflect  upon  the  Board  ot  Health, 
but  that  boi  rowed  or  sto'.en  capital  has  been  used 
too  often.  The  gentleman  quotes  his  remarks  on 
the  duties  of  an  Alderman,  and  I  guarantee  to 
say,  without  fear  of  contradiction,  that  the 
fire  commissioner,  or  any  other  commis- 
sioner, no  matter  what  his  salary,  rendered  as 
faithful  service  to  the  city  as  the  Alderman  he  al- 
luded to  [Alderman  Cutter],  notwithstanding  the 
number  of  committees  he  served  upon.  If  Alder- 
men come  here  to  do  the  duty  they  have  sworn  to 
perform,  there  is  no  trouble ;  but  if  Aldermen  ac- 
knowledge that  they  are  incomnetent  to  do  what 
they  are  sent  here  for,  then  they  show  a  necessity 
for  a  change.  Gentlemen  should  come  here  not 
merely  to  partake  of  the  pleasures  and  honors  of 
this  position,  if  they  do  the  duty,  as  they  have  sworn 
to,  and  as  their  predecessors  have  done,  and  say 
there  is  no  need  of  any  change.  The  gentleman 
says  the  City  Government  of  New  York  is 
the  best  in  the  Union.  I  was  in  New  York 
last  week  and  I  could  n't  see  across 
the  street  for  the  snow  banks  on  each 
side ;  business  was  at  a  standstill ;  money  enough 
appropriated  but  gone  into  the  pocket  of  some  com- 
missioner. WhenT  go  there  and  tell  them  where 
I  came  from,  and  that  I  am  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving,  the  first  question  they  ask  is, 
"How  much  money  do  you  have?"  "Thirteen 
hundred  thousand  dollars,"  I  say.  "Well,"  is  the 
reply,  "how  much  is  that  worth?  It  ought  to  be 
worth  $50,000  a  year  to  you." 

Alderman  Prescott— Have  you  been  asked  such 
questions  as  that  in  New  York? 

Alderman  Power— I  have  been  asked   that  by 


people  in/New  York  and  Philadelphia,  and  it  is  a 
common  remark,  when  I  tell  them  the  amount  of 
money  we  spend  for  paving,  that  "it  ought  to  be 
Worth  $50,000  a  year  to  you,"  and  "you  ought  to  be 
able  to  retire  in  two  years,"  and  "'we  retire  here 
in  about  two  years."  And  we  know  they  do ;  there 
is  proof  of  it.  One  gentleman  in  New  York  gath- 
ered immense  possessions,  and  now  he  owns  apart 
of  Blackwell's  Island,  and  has  had  to  retire  there. 
There  are  plenty  of  such  instances  in  New  York, 
but  I  have  yet  to  know  one  Alderman  or  Council- 
man in  Boston  who  has  retired  rich  from  the  Gov- 
ernment exceDt  in  the  honor  and  confidence 
of  the  community  which  sent  them  here 
and  appreciated  their  services.  The  gentle- 
man from  Ward  9  says  he  approves  bills 
to  the  extent  of  hundreds  and  thousands  of  dol- 
lars without  knowing  anything  atoutthem.  If  he 
does  that,  I  will  grant  that  thete  should  be  a  com- 
mission in  his  department,  and  I  will  vote  for  .a 
commission  where  they  oo  that.  The  gentleman 
is  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings, and  if  he  acknowledges  that  he  does  n't 
know  anything  about  his  duties  he  ought  to  be 
removed  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor  forthwith.  If  I 
should  make  such  an  acknowledgment  I  should 
expect  to  be  removed  by  our  present  efficient 
Mayor  the  first  chance  he  got  to  send  a  document 
to  this  Board.  I  do  not  pretend  to  have  done  my 
dutY  better  than  my  comrades  in  this  Board,  but  I 
am  ashamed  of  these  arguments,  and  the  gentle- 
man ought  to  be  ashamed  to  make  such  an  ac- 
knowledgment, for  he  knows  they  are  not  true  in 
the  sense  that  he  would  have  us  understand 
them.  It  is  disgraceful  because  it  is  not  true ;  the 
city  business  has  not  been  managed  in  such  away. 
He" speaks  of  this  Fire  Commission  and  what  they 
have  done.  Who  are  these  great;  men — these 
Solomons  of  wisdom,  who  in  two  years  have 
learned  everything  in  tbe  management;  of  a  fire 
department,  and  know  more  about  it  than  any  one 
who  preceded  them?  Grant  that  they  ate  men  of 
ordinary  capacity:  acknowledge  that  they  have 
done  all  they  could  with  the  limited  knowledge 
they  had — I  don't  find  fault  with,  and  have  noth- 
ing to  say  against,  them ;  they  have  done  well 
enough  and  would  no  doubt  continue  to  do  so  un- 
der the  present  form  of  government.  But  l  think 
we  have  had  about  enough  of  them.  I  do  not 
wish  to  be  egotistical  or  take  credit  to  myself,  but 
it  seems  to  rne  that  our  Government  is  improving, 
that  the  citizens  think  so,  and  so  do  the  newspapers, 
which  have  such  an  influence  on  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  9;  the  citizens  are  satisfied  that 
we  have  a  good  Government,  though  there  may 
be  some  weak  points  about  it.  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  some  changes,  and  I  had  hoped  the  Alder- 
man would  have  put  in  a  resolution  somewhat 
different  from  that,  and  that  we  could  have  gone 
on  and  examined  this  charter,  and  not  committed 
this  Board  to  something  that,  it  seems  to  me,  they 
are  not  now  competent  to  vote  upon,  because  they 
have  not  had  time  to  study  it. 

Alderman  Prescott— The  Alderman  from  Ward 
12  entirely  misconstrues  my  remarks.  I  said  it 
was  impossible  for  Aldermen  to  fully  acquaint 
themselves  with  all  the  details  and  workings  of 
the  large  departments  of  this  Government.  The 
gentleman  is  chairman  of  the  committees  on 
Paving,  Bathing,  Bridges  and  other  committees, 
and  a  m ember  of  several  other  important  commit- 
'ees.  Does  he  mean  to  say  that  he  can  have  a 
thorough  and  practical  knowledge  of  the  work- 
ings of  tbose  departments?  and,  when  he  ap- 
proves bills  every  month  to  the  amount  of  several 
thousand  dollars,  can  he  have  that  practical 
knowledge  of  the  charges  that  he  can  upon  his 
own  private  bills?  I  think  not. 

Alderman  Harris — Cannot  a  chairman  obtain 
the  details  as  well  as  the  commissioners ?  I  don't 
understand  that  tue  commissioners  go  to  see  the 
work  done. 

Alderman  Piescott— The  reason  is  that  an  Alder- 
man has  not  time  to  look  after  the  work  of  this 
department.  We  had  a  chairman  of  the  Fire 
Committee  who  was  a  member  of  this  Board  four 
years,  and  he  was  a  most  economical  member;  but 
1  have  no  doubt  he  approved  bills  in  his  depart- 
ment of  which  he  could  have  no  knowledge  what- 
ever ;  and  they  were  larger  than  they  should  be,  for 
they  were  cut  down  when  three  commissioners 
took  charge  of  that  department.  The  figures 
show  for  themselves.  I  claim  that  the  practical 
workings  of  the  commissions  we  already  have 
should  lead  us  to  inquire  whether  or  not  other  de- 
partments should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  com- 
petent boards. 

Alderman  Harris— Is  not  the  larger  part  of  the 
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appropriation  for  the  Fire  Department  for  the  sal- 
aries of  the  men? 

Alderman  Prescott — I  have  no  doubt  it  is;  but 
the  salaries  are  not  the  only  thing  in  that  depart- 
ment. The  purchase  of  supplies  and  the  repairs 
are  immense  items.  I  don't  c'esiie  to  cast  a  reflec- 
tion upon  any  gentlemao  who  lias  been  at  the  head 
of  that  department.  To  ask  a  man  to  run  to  ev- 
ery fire  alarm  m  Boston,  to  see  t  j  all  the  men,  to 
study  all  matters  relating  to  extinguishing  fires 
and  look  after  the  thousand  and  one  details  of  the 
department,  was  asking  him  to  do  more  than  you 
had  a  right  to  ask  any  one  man  to  do.  The  conse- 
quence was  that  the  department  was  run  extrava- 
gantly, as  has  clearly  been  shown  by  the  man- 
agement of  that  department  for  the  past  two 
years.  Does  the  Alderman  from  Ward  14  mean  to 
say  that  a  city  of  the  size  and  population  of  Bos- 
ton should  not  have  a  competent  Board  of  Health 
to  look  after  its  sanitary  interests?  When  Bos- 
ton was  a  town,  in  1799,  it  had  a  Board1;  of  Health 
composed,  of  twelve  men,  independent  of  the 
Board  of  Selectmen,  a  ad  chey  had  nothing  to  do 
but  look  after  the  sanitary  interests  of  the  town. 
Is  there  a  large  city  on  the  continent  that  hasn't  a 
Board  of  Health?  Is  there  a  city  that  would  give 
up  its  Board  of  Health?  The  Alderman  from 
Ward  12  quotes  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  It  has  a 
board  of  twelve  persons,  three  appointed  by  one 
court,  three  by  another,  three  by  another  body, 
and  three  by  another,  with  no  responsibility 
to  any  one.  That  is  a  great  defect  in  the 
chars  of  the  cities  of  Philadelphia  and  Washing- 
ton. If  gentlemen  will  look  into  the  matter  they 
will  find  that,  where  commissions  have  failed,  it 
was  because  they  are  not  responsible  to  one  head, 
like  the  Mayer  of  the  city  of  Boston.  The  Alder- 
man from  Ward  12  two  or  thiee  weeks  ago  recog- 
nized che  value  of  a  commission  to  investigate 
the  important  matter  of  sewerage,  which  has  un- 
dergone a  good  deal  of  discussion.  He  proposed 
that  commission,  and  certainly  we  have  reason  to 
believe  from  the  gentlemen  who  have  been  ap- 
pointed that  we  shall  have  a  thorough  report  on 
the  wnole  subject.  I  claim  there  is  a  necessity 
for  commissions  in  these  departments  which  en- 
tail large  expenditures  of  money.  To  a  cer- 
tain extent,  I  believe  that  our  Municipal  Govern- 
ment shoald  be  carried  on  under  the  Same  system 
as  our  National  Government  is  today.  We  elect  a 
President  of  the  United  Statesaud  put  power  into 
his  hands  to  appoint  the  secretaries  of  the  treas- 
ury, war,  interior  and  navy  and  heads  of  all  im- 
portant departments  of  the  Government,  and  to 
nominate  judges  for  the  Supreme  Court,  who  are 
to  hold  office  for  life;  you  authorize  him  to  •  orn- 
inate  postmasters,  collectors,  and  you  hold  him 
responsible  lor  his  administration  of  public  af- 
fairs. And  I  believe  that  is  the  correct  principle 
of  managing  a  Municipal  Government, 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  am  satisfied  that  Boston 
has  a  model  City  Government.  For  the  past  fifty- 
two  years  it  has  stood  out  boldly  in  the  front  of  all 
the  city  governments  in  this  country.  The  gov- 
ernments of  New  YorV,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore 
and  Washington  should  loQk  to  us  for  a  model 
charter  by  which  to  conduct  their  affairs,  and  we 
should  not  have  to  look  to  them,  after  having 
done  so  well  under  our  old  charter.  That  is  where 
I  differ  from  the  Aldeiman  from  Ward  9. 

Alderman  Burrage  —I  propose  to  vote  for  this 
resolution,  not  because  I  believe  that  "republican 
institutions  are  a  failure,"  but  because  I  think 
that  the  charter  which  answered  the  purpose  fifty 
years  ago  is  inadequate  for  our  present  needs.  I 
am  free  to  say  that  I  should  be  unable  to  vote  foi 
the  charter  as  it  came  from  the  commissioners, 
but  I  am  in  favor  of  attempting  to  improve  upon 
our  present  charter,  and  also  upon  that  presented 
by  the  commissioneis. 

Alderman  Po we r— The  Alderman  opposite  says 
he  doi't  believe  iris  possible  for  chairmen  to 
have  proper  knowledge  of  the  departments.  I 
contend  1  have  just  the  same  knowledge  of  each 
department  I  am  connected  with  that  the  head  of 
any  commercial  establishment  in  Boston  has  of  its 
affairs.  Any  one  who  does  a  large  amount  of 
business  must  trust  to  faithful  servants  to  make 
bargains  and  contracts,  and  disburse  aud  receive 
money.  In  the  year  1871-72,  the  appropriation  for 
Fire  Department  was  $359,000,  and  $445,000  in 
1872  73.  The  last  year  before  it  came  into  the 
hands  of  the  commission,  the  committee  spent  a 
great  deal  of  money  for  new  engines  and  hose, 
and  I  doubt  if  one  has  been  needed  since.  They 
thoroughly  equipped  the  department;  but  I  see 
the  appropriation  for  1875-76  is  to  be  $694,000. 

Alderman  O'Brien— The  gentleman  will  find  the 


figures  are  $731,000  for  theFne  Department  for 
1875-76". 

Aldeiman  Power — I  was  giving  tlie  figures  inde- 
pendent of  the  Fire  Alarm  Department,  which 
wa?,  separate  before  it  passed  into  the  hands  of 
the  Commission.  I  can't  quite  see  that  they  are 
running  the  department  at  one  or  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars  less  than  it  was  by  a  committee 
of  the  City  Government.  There  has  been  consid- 
erable written  and  printed  about  this  charter,  and 
I  would  like  to  make  one  quotation,  which,  I  think, 
is  a  pretty  strong  one : 

"The  proposed  charter  will  virtually  put  the 
government  of  the  city  into  commission  ;  and  thus 
far  will  render  it  more  a  'government  for  the 
people'  than  'by  tbe  people' ;  and  seems  to  imply 
a  distrust  either  of  the  intelligence  or  of  the  in- 
tegrity of  the  masses  of  voters  to  an  extent  that 
renders  it  unsafe  to  leave  the  conduct  of  munici- 
pal affairs  in  the  hands  of  a  government  ot  their 
own  election.  This  is  a  principle  which  I  do  not 
like  and  which  I  should  accept  only  as  a  necessity. 
Its  importance  is  vital ;  and  it  it  involves  a  fpct 
deduced  from  experience,  it  certainly  has  most 
starrling  significance.  If  its  truth  must  be 
admitted,  I  think  it  would  still  remain  to  be 
proved  that  the  commissions  which  the  pro- 
posed charter  contemplates  would  not  in  time  par- 
take of  the  average  character  and  quality  of  the 
City  Council  by  whom  they  are  created,  and  thus 
the  remedy  for  the  present  evils  fail,  while  the 
evils  themselves  might  become  moie  aggravated 
by  the  prolonged  tenure  of  office  and  the  increased 
difficulty  of  reaching  them  by  the  public.  That 
there  are  certain  grave  difficulties  attending  the 
whole  civil-service  system  under  a  popular  gov- 
ernment is  apparent.  The  very  idea  of  such  a 
government  presupposes  a  type  of  civilization 
much  advanced,  and  a  community  largely  en- 
dowed with  intellectual  and  moral  attributes,  from 
nature  or  cultivation.  With  us  tbe  people  are 
the  throne;  they  nave  its  power;  they  are  sup- 
posed to  have  the  virtue  and  the  wisdom  also 
which,  give  it  dignity,  authority  and  safety. 
The  only  safe  and  real  remedy  for  incompetency 
aud  infidelity  in  administering  the  functions  of  a 
popular  government,  it  seems  to  me,  is  an  enlight- 
ened and  patriotic  public  opinion,  under  which 
the  citizens  discharge  their  duty  at  the  polls,  and 
to  which  public  servants  feel  a  direct  and  immedi- 
ate accountability.  To  say  that  the  maintenance  of 
sue  ha  public  opinion  is  impossible  is  only  ano' her 
form  of  saying  that  the  hope  upon  which  our  whole 
system  of  government  is  founded— national  and 
State,  as  well  as  inuuicipat — has  perished  in  the 
first  century  of  trial.  If  it  be  said  that  the  exist- 
ing charter  of  the  city  is  a  limitation  of  the  popu- 
lar will,  as  compared  with  the  greater  freedom 
under  a  previous  charter,  as  that  also  was  of  its 
antecedent,  and  of  the  powers  of  the  selectmen 
of  Boston,  and,  therefore,  that  the  charter  now 
proposed  for  adoption  is  but  another  step  forward 
in  the  same  direction,  obedient  to  the  necessity 
which  grows  out  ot  the  territorial  and  numerical 
growth  of  the  city,  I  think  it  is  safe  to  reply  that 
the  principle  of  the  last  differs  from  z\\  the  others 
in  that  they  alt  contemplate  a  government  annu- 
ally chosen  by  tbe  people,  while  this  contemplates 
a  government  mainly  of  commissions,  elected  for 
a  term  of  years  by  a  City  Council  itself  elected  for 
a  term  of  years  also,  and  thus  it  would  place  the 
governing  power  within  barriers  of  terms  and 
persons  remote  from  responsibility  to  the  people. 
The  idea  suggested  in  the  report  of  die  charter 
commissioners  that  the  city  is  a  great  corpora- 
tion, to  be  governed  by  somewhat  permanent 
officers,  luns  through  tbe  charter  itself  and 
forms  its  central  and  controlling  element.  It 
looks  to  a  forcible  government.  Now  it  is  doubt- 
less true  that  the  city  is  both  in  name  and  in 
fact  a  great  corporation ;  but  it  is  one  in  which 
every  citizen  is  a  corporator,  and  the  legitimate 
object  of  its  government  is  to  secure  the  public 
welfare,  and  tbis  object  should  be  accomplished, 
not  by  the  greatest  amount  of  governing — that  is, 
by  the  largest  abridgment  of  the  freedom  of  the 
citizen— but  by  the  least.  'That  government  is 
best  which  governs  least.'  It  seems  to  me  in  the 
highest  degree  essential  to  preset  ve  as  an  active 
sentiment  this  idea  of  a  community  of  interest 
between  the  Government  of  the  city  and  its  citi- 
zens, in  contrast  with  the  idea  of  a  government 
exercising  authoritv  on  tbe  one  hand, and  the  peo- 
ple yielding  compulsory  obedience  on  the  other. 
Again,  the  proposed  charter  apparently  con- 
cludes that  the  whole  source  of  danger  and  cor- 
juption  lies  in  the  people  or  in  their  immediate 
representative?;  and  that    certain   commissions 
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elected  by  the  City  Council,  itself  elected  by  the 
people,  will  possess  a  bighei  type  of  intelligence 
and  fidelity.  'Can  a  fountain  send  forth  sweet 
water  and  bitter?'  The  City  Council  would  be 
changed  under  the  proposed  charter  once  in  three 
years;  the  Aldermen  being  elected  each  for  three 
years,  and  the  Councilmen  for  two  years  each, 
The  Mayor  for  three  years.  The  Mayor  is  vested 
with  almost  unlimited  authority,  and  among  his 
prerogatives  is  the  nomination  of  the  members  of 
all  the  fifteen  commissions  by  which  the  city 
is  to  be  governed,  it  being  apparently  as- 
sumed that  the  people  will  never  elect  a 
Mayor  who  is  not  woithy  to  be  trusted 
with  these  great  and  measurably  absolute 
powers.  There  is  no  guarantee  of  such  a  result, 
that  I  am  awa  e  of;  and  the  example  of  other 
great  cities,. wheie  an  extended  tenure  of  office 
and  numerous  commissions  have  prevailed,  does 
cot  seem  to  justify  such  an  assumption.  On  the 
contrary,  suppose  the  same  influences  which  are 
distributed  under  the  present  regime  should  com- 
bine to  get  possession  of  the  Government,  would 
they  not  be  likely  to  concentrate  upon  the  mayor- 
alty as  the  citadel,  knowing  that  if  they  cairy  that 
the'y  have  secured  the  nominating  power,  and 
advanced  far  toward  removing  all  obstacles  to 
establishing  themselves  in  these  somewhat  per- 
manent and  somewhat  irresponsible  commissions? 
Are  there  not  recent  examples,  fresh  m  our  minds, 
where  this  has  bei-n  attenuated  in  other  cities,  and 
so  thoroughly  accomplished  as  to  render  it  the 
chronic  condition  of  affairs?  And  when  the  long- 
suffeiing  people,  aroused  with  indignation,  set 
about  ths  work  of  reform,  what  obstacle  so  seri- 
ously impeded,  if  it  did  not  spoil,  their  success,  as 
this  long  tenure  of  office  and  this  compacted  ma- 
chinery of  commissions  and  this  nominating  power 
of  the  Mayor >" 

Now,  that  covets  the  experience  in  other  cities? 
They  have  found  it  next  to  impossible  to  change 
the  state  of  affairs  existing  m  New  York,  and  so 
undoubtedly  it  would  be  here.  The  Alderman 
speaks  of  commissioners  receiving  salaries  of  $3000 
a  year.  Do  you  believe  the  class  of  men  you  could 
get  for  f  3000  would  be  of  as  high  standard  and 
above  the  reach  of  temptation  as  the  average  class 
of  gentlemen  who  come  here  ?  How  many  gentle- 
men who  come  here  would  let  themselves  for 
$3000  a  year?  How  many  of  us  would  come  here 
for  pay  at  all?  They  assume  a  great  responsibil- 
ity ;  they  have  a  character  in  the  community,  and 
they  either  make  a  good  reputation  or  ruin 
themselves.  My  experience  is  that  they 
have  attended  to  their  duties  to  the  utter 
neglect  of  their  own  business.  From  the 
experience  we  have  had,  the  appointed  com- 
missioners do  not  compare  with  the  average  of 
the  men  wbo  come  here.  To  be  a  successful 
Aldei  man  one  must  be  a  successful  business  man 
and  show  a  capacity  for  successfully  managing 
business  of  his  own.  A  man  who  cannot  manage 
his  own  business  successfully  cannot  successfully 
carry  on  business  for  the  city.  The  secret  of  the 
success  of  this  Government  is  that  a  majority  of 
those  who  have  sat  at  this  Board  have  been  suc- 
cessful business  men-.  I  say  that  we  are  most 
likely  to  get  as  commissioners  men  who  have 
failed  to  conduct  their  own  business  successfully; 
that  is  the  class  most  of  the  applicants  come 
from . 

Alderman  Harris  offered  the  following  as  sub- 
stitutes for  the  resolutions  under  consideration : 

[No.  1.]  Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this 
Board  it  is  expedient  to  make  some  changes  in 
the  oresent  organization  of  the  City  Government; 
the  extent  and  cnaracter  of  the  changes  to  be 
hereafter  detei  mined. 

[No.  2.]  Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  ap- 
ply to  the  present  Legislature  for  a  new  city  char- 
ter. 

Alderman  Worthington — Those  resolutions  meet 
my  views  exactly.  We  have  lived  for  fifty-two 
years  under  a  charter  which  has  governed  Boston 
better  than  any  other  city— as  all  acknowledge — 
in  the  United  States.  "We  are  now  larger,  and  all 
acknowledge  that  some  changes  are  necessaiy. 
I  believe  that  competent  men,  who  thoroughly 
understand  the  wants  of  the  city,  can  in  three 
days'  time  prepare  the  necessary  amendments  to 
continue  this  charter  and  make  it  better  calculated 
for  the  governmen  c  of  the  people  than  the'  one  we 
have  now.  I  am  assured  by  a  gentleman  in  this 
city  that  he  will  guarantee  in  a  few  days,  or  in 
one  week,  to  present  to  any  one  authorized  to  re- 
ceive it,  an  amendment  to  this  charter  which  will 
make  it  the  best  charter  in  the  world.  We  have 
lived  under   this   charter;    we   have   had    legal 


decisions  on  every  point  in  it,  and  we 
kuow  them.  There  is  no  question  about 
what  we  have  now.  But  if  we  adopt  this 
new  charter,  it  starts  from  the  beginning  on 
entirely  different  principles.  To  my  mind  the 
foundation  of  the  new  charter  is  entirely  wrong, 
is  anti-republican  aoti  anti-democratic.  We  are 
starting  squarely  on  the  ground  that  the  people 
are  not  to  be  trussed,  as  the  Alderman  from  Ward 
12  has  said, — that  the  people  who  pay  the  mooey 
are  not  to  be  trusted  to  spend  it,  but  that  we  are 
to  appoint  commissions  to  do  that, who  have  noth- 
ing to  do  with  paying  the  money,  or  pay  only  a 
small  portion  of  it.  It  is  true  of  the  commission* 
ers  we  have,  as  the  fgentleman  said,  they  are  not 
successful  business  men,  for  if  they  were  they 
would  not  take  positions  for  $3000  a  year.  And 
yet  we  *re  to  trust  them  to  spend  millions  of  dollars 
and  the  people  who  pay  it  are  not  to  be  trusted. 
How  are  they  responsible  to  this  Government? 
The  Fire  Commission  ask  for  $700,000  and  it  is  put 
into  the  appropriation.  Who  has  anything  to  say 
about  spending  that  money  except  the  three  com- 
missioners? They  spend  it  and  ask  no  questions 
of  ar.ybody.  I  believe  that  is  not  the  way  to  do  it. 
1  believe  the  Aldeimen  are  far  better  able  to  man- 
age il  than  ai  y  commission  you  have.  They  are 
a  part  of  the  people,  and  responsible  every  year 
to  the  people.  That  1  believe  to  be  the  true  prin- 
ciple of  government,  and  when  we  depart  from 
that  we  shall  depart  from  a  democratic  and 
republican  foim  of  government.  Look  at  the 
business  they  propose  to  give  to  the 
Commission  on  Public  Works.  Does  any 
gentle.man  suppose  that  that  commission  can  be- 
gin to  look  after  it  better  than  the  Aldermen  look 
after  their  departments?  Can  three  men  doit 
better  than  twelve  men  can,  when  their  honor  is 
at  stake?  for  they  are  responsible  to  the  people. 
What  is  the  fact  in  regard  to  the  commissioners? 
Take  the  Board  of  Health.  They  are  not  required 
to  give  all  their  time  to  the  city,  and  they  ao  at- 
tend to  other  work,  and  do  so  every  week  in  the 
year.  TJiey  come  down  to  the  City  Hall  at  nine 
o'clock  and  attend  to  some  business,  aud  then 
go  to  their  private  offices;  they  come  back 
at  two  o'clock,  and  you  will  find  them 
at  home  at  five  o'clock  five  days  of  the 
week.  And  what  is  the  case  with  the 
Board  of  Aldermen?  A  majority  of  them  go  to 
their  private  business  at  nine  o'clock  and  you  will 
find  them  here  at  one  o'clock  if  they  can  leave 
their  committee  work,  and  you  will  find  them  till 
five,  six,  eight  or  ten  o'clock,  doing  a  great  deal 
more  work  than  any  one  of  these  commissioners 
do.  I  believe  that  is  true.  We  give  more  time  to 
the  city  than  the  commissioners  do.  Why  do  we 
want  to  change  the  model  government  we  have 
had  for  fifty-two  years  and  start  with  one  on  en- 
tirely different  principles  from  that  on  which  the 
city  has  been  conducted?  It  seems  to  me  that  it 
will  be  almost  fatal  to  this  City  Government. 
I  approach  this  subject  with  a  great  deal 
of  fear.  If  we  pass  this  charter  and  the 
Legislature  should  approve  it,  I  believe  the 
people  will  throw  it  back  into  our  faces  as 
anti-republican  and.  anti-democratic  and  for- 
eign to  the  wishes  of  the  people  of  this 
city.  I  believe  we  should  pass  chese  substitute 
resolutions.  If  they  are  passed  I  will  agree  to  pre- 
sent an  amendment  to  the  charter  within  one 
week  from  next  Monday  that  will  meet  the  views 
of  this  City  Government,  and  we  can  successfully 
carry  on  a  city  as  lar,re  as  Boston  is  now,  and  as 
large  as  it  may  be  by  future  annexations.  I  know 
the  men  with  whom  I  have  talked,  and  they  know 
the  principles  of  this  Government  better  than  any 
mau  at  this  Board.  They  assure  me  thaQthey  will 
present  this  amendment,  and  I  think  it  will  meet 
the  views  of  this  Board.  If  we  pass  this  charter 
and  it  should  fail  afterwards,  we  shall  lose  so 
much  time.  But  if  we  adopt  the  amendment  I 
suggest,  I  firmly  believe  we  can  go  on  as  we  have 
for  the  last  fifty-two  years. 

Alderman  Power  objected  to  action  now,  be- 
cause of  a  want  of  time  to  examine  the  subject. 
The  substitute  resolution  will  commit  nobody  to 
the  new  charter,  and  it  should  be  adopted.  He 
intended  to  read  another  quotation  from  a 
very  able  article  written  by  a  gentleman  [Hon.  A. 
H.  Rice]  who  has  had  a  great  deal  of  experience 
in  the  City  Government,  baviDg  been  through 
pretty  much  all  its  grades  to  the  Mayor's  chair, 
and  he  would  quote  it  in  proof  of  tne  soundness 
of  the  government  that  has  existed  in  this  city. 
It  showed  conclusively  that  the  people  desired  to 
retain  those  who  were  worthy: 

"The  people  of  Boston  have  always  been  jealous 
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of  expedients  to  deprive  them  of  the  direct  con- 
trol of  their  domestic  affairs,  and  so  have  the  peo- 
ple of  Massac busetts.  They  have  tenaciously 
elung  to  annual  elections  and  direct  accountabili- 
ty of  officials  to  the  people  themselves.  In  point 
of  character  our  City  Government  has  been  re- 
markably pure.  Tbe  heads  of  departments  have 
been  returned  annually  to  their  places  as  the  re- 
ward of  their  fidelity  and  fitness  for  their  duties. 
The  treasury  has  been  free  from  defalcations  and 
no  taint  rests  upon  the  other  permanent  depart- 
ments. Since  the  foundation  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment" there  have  been  but  four  treasur- 
ers, and  a  change  has  never  been  made 
except  by  reason  of  death  or  voluntary 
letirement.  There  have  been  but  three 
Auditors  of  Accounts — all  clean  men.  Theie  has 
never  been  a  City  Clerk  who  was  not  named  Sam- 
uel F.  McCleary,  the  synonym  of  probity  and  abil- 
ity. There  have  been  scarcely  more  than  two 
Clerks  of  the  Common  Council.  These  officers 
have  been  annually  elected  by  constituencies 
fresh  from  the  people,  and  in  all  the  mutatious  of 
party  politics  no  serious  attempt  has  ever  heenmade 
to  displace  them  or  either  of  them.  Perhaps  it  is 
not  too  much  to  say  that  no  party,  temporarily  in 
power,  could  have  withstood  the'  popular  indigna- 
tion that  their  removal  would  have  created.  Cer- 
tainly such  examples  iu  our  own  experience  may 
well  enough  strengthen  our  faith  in  the  average 
good  sense  of  the  people  of  the  city  and  estab- 
lish our  confidence  in  the  popular  will  as  on  the 
whole  the  greatest  safeguard  of  good  government. 
*  *  *  I  also  appreciate  the  value  of  experience, 
and  of  a  ceitain  measure  of  independence  in  the 
conduct  of  public  affairs;  but  still  I  cannot  be- 
lieve it  safe  to  abandon  the  cardinal  principle  up- 
on which  oui  whole  system  rests — faith  in  the  con- 
current voice  of  the  people ;  and  if  there  are  evils 
or  dangers  in  the  system,  may  we  not  with  more 
assurance  of  success  apply  the  moulding  influ- 
ences of  education,  morality  and  religion,  rather 
than  resort  to  arbitrary  combinations  of  power  in 
commissions,  which  from  their  very  nature  may 
become  nurseries  of  corruption?" 

And  thut,  Mr.  Chairman,  has  been  proved  in 
every  place  where  they  have  been  inaugurated. 

Alderman  Quincy  thought  that  by  adopting  the 
substitute  they  would  be  dodging  a  question  they 
ought  not  to  dodge.  Two  years  ago  the  City 
Council  instructed  the  Mayor  to  appoint  a  com- 
mission to  revise  the  charter;  he  did  so,  bers  is 
their  report,  and  the  City  Council  should  not  dodge 
the  issue  it  presents. 

Alderman  Power  said  that  nothing  of  this  kind 
was  contemplated  when  tbe  commission  was  ap- 
pointed. This  was  something  the  City  Council 
had  never  asked  f oi.  No  such  radical  change  as 
this  was  proposed. 

Alderman  Prescott  said  he  could  understand 
that  there  is  an  honest  difference  of  opinion  upon 
this  matter,  and  as  the  Alderman  from  Charles- 
towa  had  recognized  the  need  of  some  change  by 
offering  the  subject, he  hoped  that  gentleman  who 
had  voted  against  changes  heretofoi  e  would  give 
some  reasons. 

Alderman  Harris— I  stand  ready  to  reply  to  the 
question.  I  would  join  members  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil with  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  to  act 
together,  like  tbe  Water  Board,  thus  bringing  the 
working  of  the  department  to  the  better  knowl- 
edge of  the  City  Government.  As  it  is  now  the 
Committee  on  Fire  Department  meet  the  commis- 
sioners once  a  month,  which  the  ordinance  re- 
quires, and  look  over  the  bills  the  commissioners 
have  contracted.  The  ordinance  gives  the  com- 
missioners absolute  power  to  expend  money,  and 
while  I  would  say  the  Board  of  Fire  Commission- 
ers are  reliable  men,  nevertheless,  I  believe  the 
associating  together  of  gentlemen  of  the  City 
Council,  who  come  from  the  people,  with  the  com- 
missioners would  commend  itself  to  the  citizens. 
This  is  one  of  the  changes  I  would  favor,  and 
there  are  others  that  would  occur  to  me  after  a 
little  consideration.  Having  been  on  the  Fire 
Committee  last  year,  I  saw  the  peculiar  position 
the  committee  are  placed  in.  We  were  there 
simply  as  supervisors,  with  no  responsibility 
whatever. 

Alderman  Prescott  suggested  that  the  second 
resolution  offered  by  Alderman  Harris  w<<s  differ- 
ent from  the  first,  and  inquired  if  they  are  to  be 
acted  on  together. 

Alderman  Harris  said  be  would  withdraw  the 
second  one. 

Alderman  Stebbins  objected  to  the  withdrawal. 

Alderman  Power  raised  the  point  that  it  could 
be  withdrawn  as  it  had  not  been  acted  on. 


The  Chairman  ruled  that  the  resolution  was  the 
property  of  tbe  Board,  to  be  disposed  of  by  them. 

Alderman  Harris  called  tor  a  division  of  the 
question.  His  intention  was  to  offer  only  the  first 
one. 

Alderman  Quincy  thought  if  the  substitute  is 
offered  to  defeat  the  original  resolution,  although 
he  agreed  vsith  it  substantially,  to  adopt  it  would 
be  dodging  the  main  question,  which  should  not 
be. 

The  question  was  taken  on  substituting  Alder- 
man Harris's  first  resolution  for  the  first  one  of- 
fered by  Aldeiman  Quincy,  and  it  was  lost— yeas 
5,  nays  7. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Harris,  O'Brien,  Power,  Viles, 
"Worthington — 5. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Barrage,  Clark,  Pope, 
Prescott,  Quincy,  Stebbins — 7. 

Alderman  Quincy  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  his  first  resolution,  and  it  was  adopted — yeas  7, 
nays  5 — the  members  voting  in  the  same  relative 
position  as  before. 

The  second  resolution  offered  by  Alderman 
Harris  was  rejected — yeas  5,  nays  7. 

THE   POLICY  OF    APPOINTED  COMMISSIONS. 

Alderman  Quincy  then  offered  resolution  Nos.  2 
and  3,  previously  read  by  him,  and  said — 

As  the  Board  have  decided  in  favor  of  commis- 
sions, I  think  they  will  see  that  it  is  advisable  to 
appoint  them  by  the  Mayor  subject  to  confirma- 
tion by  both  biauches'of  the  City  Council;  the 
charter  requires  a  yea  and  nay  vote  to  confirm  and 
two-thirds  co  remove  any  one  so  appointed.  I  do 
not  think  any  better  mode  of  choosing  such  com- 
missions can  be  provided  than  has  been  sug- 
gested. 

Alderman  Power— I  object  to  the  manner  of  ap- 
pointing these  commissions,  and  to  putting  the 
running  of  this  Government  into  the  Mayor's 
hands,  I  dor 't  care  who  he  may  he  or  what  his 
name  is.  I  object  to  tying  the  hands  of  the  tax- 
payers and  preventing  them  fiom  having  any 
voice  i  n  ths  election  of  city  officers.  The  pretext 
is,  that  it  you  don't  like  a  man  you  can  reject 
him.  Can  any  one  recall  an  instance  where  a 
man  the  Mayor  appointed  was  objected  to  in 
open  session?  Yet  there  have  been  unfit  ap- 
pointments made.  We  have  one  elected  com- 
mission, and  it  is  notorious  that  no  ap- 
pointed commission  compares  with  it.  The 
two  principal  members  were  selected  ex- 
pressly for  their  knowledge  of  the  busi- 
ness. If  we  are  to  have  commissions,  I  want  them 
elected  bv  the  people,  and  not  nominated  by 
the  Mayor.  I  wish  to  enter  my  protest  against 
carrying  that  system  further.  The  Mayor  of  this 
city  has  as  much  power  now  as  it  is  safe  for  the 
people  to  give  any  one  man.  The  reason  of  the 
purity  of  our  Government  is  because  we  are  so 
near  the  people.  It  has  been  our  experience  that 
Mayors  do  not  average  any  better  than  Aldermen. 
We  have  weak  ones  and  strong  ones.  Because  we 
have  a  strongor.e  now,  does  n't  follow  that  we  will 
always  have.  "We  have  had  as  many  weak  Mayors 
as  strong  ones;  but  we  have  always  had  a  ma- 
jority of  the  Aldermen  rigbt,  who  were  faithful 
guardians  of  the  city's  interests.  But  under  this 
documeut,  what  sort  of  a  board  will  you  get? 
They  need  n't  meet  twice  a  year.  What  man  of 
ambition  or  capacity  wouldsit  here  a  mere  figure 
head,  the  tool  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  con- 
firm his  appointments,  as  it  would  be  no  use  to 
reject  them.  The  Board  of  Directors  for  Public 
Institutions,  for  instance,  might  nominate  a 
Master  of  the  House  of  Correction,  and  bring  him 
to  his  Honor,  the  Mayor.  "Gentlemen,  I  have  a 
friend  picked  out  for  that  office.  You  need  n't 
trouble  yourselves  about  it."  That  is  what  he  can 
tell  you.  Do  you  want  to  carry  out  that  system  of 
government?  That  is  just  what  you  are  doing. 
Could  you  get  men  of  capacity  and  independence 
to  come  heie  under  such  a  government?  No.  It 
would  become  a  government  of  mere  nonen- 
tities. It  is  an  honor  to  have  a  seat  at 
this  Board  now.  And  why?  Because  you 
have  power  and  responsibility.  If  you  acquit 
yourselves  honestly  and  conscientiously  you 
receive  honor  for  it,  honor  worth  seeking,  honor 
that  any  in  this  Commonwealth  may  feel  proud 
of.  Consequently  men  of  integrity  are  always 
willing  to  come  here,  and  as  they  acquit  them- 
selves honorably  and  honestly,  the  honor  grows 
and  accumulates.  But  under  the  new  charter 
what  do  you  amount  to?  Nothing  at  all,  tout  to 
carry  out  the  views,  dictates  and  recommenda- 
tions of  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  than  whom  no 
stronger  monarch,  no    greater  autocrat  could   be 
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put  into  city  hall.  And  these  commissioners 
would  bs  his  tods.  Would  n't  it  be  natural  lor 
them  to  set  together  and  perpetuate  their  power 
— the  men  who  would  come  here  for  §3000  a  year? 
Corruption  is  sure  to  come  of  it.  I  don't  wish 
to  come  here  and  he  the  tool  of  any  man 
under  such  a  charter;  nor  should  I  wish 
to  be  a  citizen  of  a  city  with  such  a  coarser,  no 
matter  from  whom  it  emanate".  It  is  entirely 
antagonistic  to  the  principles  of  our  Government, 
and  I  am  astonished  to  think  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men indorse  such  resolutions  and  documents.  I 
reiterate  that  I  cannot  believe  the  gentlemen  at 
this  Board  can  understand  it  or  know  what 
they  are  doing,  cr  they  would  not  so  readily  bar- 
ter away  their  liberties  and  jeopardize  their  prop- 
erty as  the/  do  by  adopting  such  a  form  of  gov- 
ernment as  that.*  The  commissioners  elected  by 
the  people  hnve  been  retained  in  office  and  no 
doubt  will  be  so  long  as  they  see  fit  to  b j,  because 
they  possess  the  requisite  qualifications. 

Alderman  Quincy — It  maybe  that  some  mem- 
bers of  the  City  Government  mav  not  wish  to 
answer  "No"  to  their  names  on  a  question  of  con- 
firmation, though  I  hope  that  most  of  our  present 
members  have  backbone  enough  to  do  so.  But, 
in  view  of  such  a  possibility,  I  pfopose  to  offer  an 
amendment,  so  thf>t  the  confirmation  shall  be  by 
a  yea  and  nay  vote  or  by  ballot,  so  that  the  vote  of 
no  gentleman  can  transpire. 

Alderman  Prescott— The  Alderman  from  Ward 
12  has  indulged  in  a  greac  deal  of  criticism  of  our 
present  boards,  and  speaks  of  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners being  so  much  stronger  than  any  other. 
That  may  be  so,  but  there  have  been  candidates 
for  that  office,  who  have  been  voted  for  by  the 
people,  who  I  do  not  believe  were  in  any  way  ca- 
pable for  the  position,  and  they  came  within  afew 
hundred  vote5  of  an  election.  I  do  not  believe 
any  mayor  we  would  have  would  take  the  respon- 
sibility of  nominating  such  men  for  confirmation 
by  the*  City  Council— men  who  succeed  in  carrying 
a  parry  caucus.  There  are  certain  offlceis  who 
should  be  elective,  but  certain  others  should 
be  appointed.  Would  you  elect  our  City 
clerk,  or  our  judges,  by  the  people?  The  people 
are  not  in  favor  of  that.  The  present  governor  of 
the  State  in  his  inaugural  called  attention  to  the 
importance  of  making  a  change  in  legard  to 
electing  district  attorneys  an  J  clerks  of  courts 
and  changing  them  t<»  appointments,  and  the 
Legislature  has  proceeded  to  change  the  law. 
There  is  not  the  probability  of  getting  com- 
petent offlceis  by  election  by  the  people  that  there 
is  if  the  nominations  come  from  tbe  head  officer 
of  the  Government  and  are  voted  upon  by  the 
City  Council.  For  instance,  if  there  are  twenty 
commissioners  to  be  elected,  we  know  that  trac'e 
will  be  made.  I  am  surprised  that  the  Al- 
derman has  critici-ed  the  members  of  those 
boaids,  every  one  of  whom  was  submitted  to 
this  Board  for  confirmation,  and  the  Alderman 
remained  in  his  seat. 

Alderman  Power — I  have  said  the  commissioners 
were  as  good,  as  a  rule,  as  they  could  be,  with  the 
limited  knowledge  rhey  have.  But  most  of  them 
were  selected  without  possessing  any  special  qual- 
ifications for  the  business,  and  I  don't  think  most 
of  them  would  have  a  ghost  of  a  chance  if  they 
had  to  go  before  the  people.  The  Alderman  knows 
that  the  combinations  "at  the  elections  are  as 
likely  to  apply  to  the  Mayor  as  to  the  commission- 
ers. I  acknowledge  that  I  have  sat  in  my  seat.  But 
it  has  been  said  these  men  are  good — they  have  n' 
pefaulted,  or  robbed  a  bank.  And  yet  I  know  he 
doesn't  possess  one  single  qualification  for  the 
position ;  he  hasn't  succeeded  in  this  or  that,  but 
I  cannot  say  anything  against  his  character,  and 
who  knows  but  he  was  born  for  the  business  to 
which  he  is  appointed  ?  And  what  is  the  use  of 
my  getting  up  and  opposing  him?  he  is  selected 
by  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  who  wouldn't  have  ap- 
pointed him  if  he  hadn't  been  a  proper  man.  It 
is  true,  there  are  many  people  who  make  excel- 
lent seivahts,  but  very  bad  managers;  but  if  the 
people  appoint  them  they  have  n't  got  to 
stand  it  more  than  one  year,  and  they  can 
turn  them  out,  and  the  pressure  cannot  reach  the 
Mayoi  to  keep  them  in.  But  if  there  is  any  talk 
about  removing  a  commissioner,  all  his  friends 
have  to  do  is  to  bring  a  pressure  to  bear  and  he  is 
reappointed,  and  the  public  have  nothing  to  say 
about  it.  The  fact  is  you  have  n't  confidence  in 
the  people.  I  say  there  is  no  office  in  this  com- 
munity that  the  people  are  not  to  be  trusted  to 
act  on.  Every  one  who  has  faithfully  served  at 
this  Board  has  retained  his   seat   as   long  ash1" 


wished  to,  and  the  argument  is  all  on  the  side  of 
the  people  and  for  the  people. 

Alderman  Worthmgton— I  think  we  have  not 
arrived  at  the  stage  of  proceeding  for  us  to  vote 
on  a  resolution  of  that  kind  tonight.  That  is  the 
essential  thing  m  regard  to  commissions.  If  we 
are  going  to  uass  these  resolutions  this  way  we 
might  as  well  take  the  new  charter  and  pass  it  by 
its  title.  We  are  starting  squarely  on  a  wrong 
foundation,  ore  that  ie  anti-republican  and  anti- 
democratic. We  ate  putting  it  as  far  from  the 
people  as  possible,  and  I  shall  vote  for  no  such 
thine-.  If  it  is  to  be  forced  through  in  'this 
way  I  shall  vote  no  on  everything,  and  you 
will  find  that  the  people  of  Boston  will 
not  respond  to  it.  I  protest  against  forcing 
such  resolutions  through  here.  If  this  is  the 
mode  of  procedure,  we  !~ad  better  pass  the  char- 
ter by  its  title. 

The  question  was  taken  upon  resolutions  Nos.  2 
and  3,  offered  by  Alderman  Quincy,  and  they  were 
adopted— yeas  7,  nays  4. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Burrage,  Clark,  Pope, 
Prescott,  QuiLcy,  Stebbins— 7. 

Nays— Aldermen  O'Brien,  Power,  Viles,  Worth- 
ingtou — 4. 

Alderman  Quincy  thought  they  had  made  a 
great  deal  of  progress,  and  they  could  now  come 
to  the  details  of  the  charter  itself.  He,  however, 
was  willing  to  let  the  matter  rest  for  the  present. 

Alderman  Power  moved  that  City  Doc.  No.  36 
(the  new  draft  of  the  charier)  be  read  by  it*  title 
and  adopted  as  a  whole. 

Alderman  Stebbins  moved  to  amend  by  refer- 
ring the  report  to  the  Board  as  a  committee  of  the 
whole. 

Alderman  Power  objected  to  private  sessions  of 
the  Board,  and  he  would  not  be  bound  by  any  such 
action.  He  protested  against  going  into  commit- 
tee of  the  whole. 

Alderman  Quincy  said  there  was  no  occasion 
for  secret  session,  as  the  public  or  the  reporters 
could  be  present  if  they  wish 

Alderman  Stebbins  amended  his  motion  so  that 
the  session  should  be  public. 

Aldermen  Power,  Harris  and  Worthington  ques- 
tioned the  right  of  the  Board  to  go  into  committee 
of  the  whole,  but  the  Chairman  ruled  that  the 
Board  could  do  so  if  it  saw  fit. 

Alderman  Power  renewed  his  protest  against 
such  action  and  the  method  of  pioceeding  already 
taken. 

Alderman  Stebbins's  motion  was  carried— 6  for, 
4  against,— and  the  Board  went  iDto  committee  of 
the  whole,  the  Chairman  calling  on  Alderman 
Power  to  preside. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  session  of  the  commit- 
tee the  Board  resumed  its  deliberations,  and  Al- 
derman Power  reported  that  the  committee  had 
discusseu  the  first  section,  and  asked  leave  to  sit 
again. 

On  motiou  of  Aldermaa  Stebbins  the  report  was 
accepted. 

Alderman  Harris  movPd  that  when  the  Boa>-d 
adjourn  it  be  to  eight  o'clock,  A.  M.,  on  tomorrow 
morning,  and  AUlerman  Prescott  moved  that  it  be 
Friday,  four  o'clock  P.  M. 

Alderman  Power  could  cot  understand  why  the 
matter  should  be  rushed  through.  It  is  a  most 
preoosterous  and  disgraceful  proceeding.  He  de- 
sired time  to  present  his  arguments  and  figures 
against  the  proposed  changes,  that  he  might 
stand  right  before  the  people;  but  he  had  not  had 
time  to  do  so.  Such  a  thing  had  never  been  done 
in  the  Board  before.  It  was  the  most  barefaced 
piece  of  gag  law  ever  perpetrated  in  the  Board 
since  be  had  been  a  member. 

Alderman  Quincy  was  as  much  opposed  to 
pushing  it  as  any  one.  They  had  accomplished 
much,  and  the  committee  could  now  take  it  up 
and  discuss  it,  and  they  could  proceed  without 
factious  opposition  from  the  minority. 

Alderman  Harris  thought  it  evident  that  the 
majority  are  favorable  to  the  new  charter,  and 
they  might  as  well  get  through  with  it  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  by  sitting  tomorrow  morning  they 
might  send  it  to  the  other  branch  that  night. 

Alderman  Prescott  alluded  to  the  short  session 
of  the  Legislature,  to  the  time  allowed  to  consider 
the  charter  by  members,  aod  to  the  possibility 
that  if  the  City  Council  did  not  act  on  tae  charter 
the  citizens  would  take  it  to  the  Legislature 
themselves.  It  became  them  to  act  at  once,  and 
if  necessary  hold  a  dozen  special  meetings. 

Alaerman  Power  characterized  the  proceedings 
as  disgraceful  to  the  Board  ;  they  had  passed  in 
one  evening  what  it  took  the  commission  a  year 
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to  frame,  and  what  the  committee  had  been  con- 
sidering for  two  months.  The  people  had  not  had 
a  chance  to  consider  it  and  see  if  it  is  a  fit  docu- 
ment to  be  adopted. 

Alderman  Quincy  suggested  that  a  postpone- 
ment would  be  advisable  to  the  next  regular 
meeting,  and  Alderman  Prescott  withdrew  his  mo- 
tion for  a  meeting  on  Friday. 

Alderman  Burrage  moved  that  when  the  Board 
adjourned  it  be  to  Monday  next  at  4  P.  M.,  which 
was  carried. 


BRIDGE  TO  BE  CLOSED. 


on 


Alderman    Power,   from    the    Committee 
Bridges,  submitted  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  Albany-street  bridge,  over   the 


Roxbury  Canal,   be   closed   to   public  travel  on 
Thursday,  March  18,  and  remain  closed  till  certain 
repairs  are  made. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

PETITIONS. 

Alderman  Harris  presented  the  petitions  of 
Francis  P.  Hale  et  al.,  for  sidewalk  on  Laurel 
street;  and  Samuel  Bradstreet  et  al.  for  a  sewer 
in  Park  street,  from  Call  street  to  City  square, 
Charlestown. 

Referred— the  first  to  Committee  on  Paving,  and 
the  second  to  Committee  on  Sewers. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy  the  Board 
adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

MARCH    18,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  7%  P.  M.,  Halsey  J 
Boardman  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Various  petitions  were  referred. 

Reports,  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  of  B.  F.Finan,  for  aimory  for  Ninth 
Regiment,  and  of  Company  K,  First  Regiment, 
for  an  appropriation  for  repairs  on  armory.  Sev- 
erally accepted. 

Order  to  discontinue  allowance  for  rent  of 
armory  formerly  occupied  by  Company  E,  Ninth 
Regiment,  at  No.  122  Eliot  street.    Passed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Health  to  consider  ex- 
pediency of  accepting  "An  act  to  provide  for  the 
appointment  of  inspectors  of  provisions  in  cities 
and  towns."    Passed. 

Order  for  printing  1000  copies  of  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Draft  of  the  New  City  Char- 
ter.   Passed.  . 

Order  for  a  contract  for  two  years  and  nine 
months  with  A.  J.  Phillips  for  the  collection  and 
removal  of  house  offal  from  East  Boston,  at  $3000 
per  annum.    Passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Certificate  of  the  election  of  John  C.  Brooks  as 
Assistant  Inspector  of  Lighters,  in  place  of 
Charles  C.  Davis,  cbosen  by  this  Council.  The 
Council  proceeded  to  ballot.  Messrs.  Walbridge 
of  Ward  12,  Coyle  of  "Ward  13,  and  Harmon  of 
Ward  6  were  appointed  a  committee  to  receive, 
sort  and  count  votes.    They  reported — 

Whole  number  of  votes 61 

Necessary  for  a  choice 32 

Charles  C.  Davis  had 27 

John  C.Brooks 13 

William  S.  Battis 10 

P.  J.  McDermott 11 

There  being  no  choice  a  second  ballot  was  taken. 

Whole  number  of  votes 67 

Necessary  to  a  choice 34 

Charles  C.  Davis  had 34 

John  C.  Brooks 11 

William  S.  Battis 7 

P.  J.  McDermott 10 

John  Mullaly 1 

And  Mr.  Davis  was  declared  elected  in  non-concur- 
rence,   oertificate  sent  up. 

Order  to  discontinue  allowance  for  rent  of  old 
armory  of  Company  D,  Fourth  Battalion,  and  to 
allow  $1000  per  annum  for  rent  of  said  armory  at 
corner  of  Harvard  and  Washington  streets,  for 
Company  E,  Ninth  Regiment.  Passed  to  second 
reading. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  the  hall  at  the 
corner  of  Orleans  and  Webster  streets,  East  Bos- 
ton, to  be  bired  three  years  as  an  armory  for  Com- 
pany D,  Fouith  Battalion,  at  not  exceeding  $450 
per  annum.    Order  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Order  to  allow  and  pay  $75  to  Cyrus  White,  for 
rent  of  armory  of  Company  A.,  First  Regiment,  on 
Centre  street,  West  Roxbury,  from  Jan.  1  to  April 
1, 1875.    Passed  to  a  second  reading. 

ARMORY  IN  WARD  SIXTEEN. 

The  order  to  allow  and  pay  $200  per  annum  for 
rent  of  armory  of  Company  C,  Fourth  B?,ttaliou 
of  Infantry,  on  Hancock  street,  Ward  16,  begin- 
ning Jan.  1,  1875,  was  considered  under  the  head 
of  unfinished  business. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9—1  would  like  some  explana- 
tion of  this  order.  I  understood  that  an  armory 
was  fitted  up  "for  this  company,  at  considerable 
expense,  in  the  Gibson  Schoolhouse,  on  Dorches- 
ter avenue;  but  for  some  reason  they  declined  to 
receive  it.  The  city  draws  $600  rent  fram  the 
State  for  this  armory",  and  if  the  armory  is  changed 
that  will  be  cut  off. 

Mr.  Trull  of  Ward  20— The  reason  of  the  change 
is  that  the  majority  of  the  members  are  located  a 
mile  and  a  half  this  side  of  the  armory  now  occu- 
pied by  this  company.  It  is  a  very  fine  company, 
and-the  committee  were  unanimous  in  granting 
this  allowance.  It  seams  that  if  we  do  not  grant 
it  the  company  will  probably  break  u»  and  we 
should  lose  one  of  the  finest  companies  in  the 
State.  They  turned  out  forty-two  muskets  at  the 
preliminary  inspection.  We  judged  that  it  would 
be  for  the  benefit  of  the  city  to  grant  the  re- 
quest. 


Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— Captain  Harlowe  is  un- 
doubtedly a  fine  officer  and  he  has  a  fine  com- 
pany, bnt  it  seems  to  me  that  unless  some  better 
reason  is  given  we  should  hardly  be  justified  in 
providing  accommodations  in  this  location.  Cap- 
tain Paget's  company  occupies  the  other  half  of 
this  building,  ana  they  were  formerly  located  at 
Milton  Lower  Mills,  where  most  of  the  members 
live,  and  that  is  nearly  two  miles  from  the  school- 
house.  If  that  is  so  it  would  not  be  a  great  hard- 
ship for  Captain  Harlowe's  company  to  be  located 
in  this  armory.  1  understand  it  is  only  4000  feet 
from  the  armory  tbey  proposed  to  occupy. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16 — I  had  the  honor  to  en- 
deavor to  get  this  appropriation  last  year.  The 
facts  are  as  stated  by  the  chairman.  If  a  mili- 
tary company  is  worth  anything  to  the  city  at  all, 
it  is  worth  $200,  and  if  not,  it  had  better  be  abol- 
ished. If  it  is  desirable  to  have,  it  should  be  in  a 
location  convenient  for  drill  and  for  service  in  an 
emergency.  It  is  true  the  armory  has  been 
furnished  for  this  company,  but  it  is  entire- 
ly inappropriate  on  account  of  the  extreme  dis- 
tance from  the  residences  of  the  members.  Un- 
less you  grant  this  small  pittance,  this  company 
will  bare  to  be  abandoned. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16— There  is  a  direct  line  of 
horse  cars  from  Milton  Lower  Mills  to  the  school- 
house  ;  whereas  the  members  of  the  other  com- 
pany will  have  to  walk  three-quarters  of  a  mile 
over  a  section  where  the  sidewalks  are  often  in  a 
bad  condition.  They  think  it  a  great  hardship, 
and  would  not  submit,  if  they  have  to  disband. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— It  is  not  a  question  of  ap- 
propriating $200  for  Captain  Harlowe's  company: 
but  is  a  question  of  $800  to  the  city  of  Boston.  If 
we  hire  this  armory  for  $200  we  shall  lose  the  $600 
rent  of  this  city  building  now  used  for  an  armory. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12— Did  the  gentleman  state 
that  the  armory  was  fitted  up  for  ttiis  company  in 
that  schoolhouse? 

Mr.  Page— I  so  stated. 

Mr.  Wilson — How  long  since  that  was  done? 

Mr.  Page— I  understand  this  schoolhouse  was 
fitted  up  for  the  Milton  company  of  the  gentle- 
man's regiment  and  a  company  of  the  Fourth 
Battalion,  sometime  last  summer.  One  company 
of  his  regiment  occupies  the  armory,  but  this 
company  never  have  taken  possession,  feeliug 
that  they  ought  not  to  go  there.  That  is  as  1  un- 
derstand it. 

Mr.  Wilson— It  is  news  to  roe  that  this  company 
is  located  in  that  building.  I  was  there  about  a 
fortnight  or  three  weeks  ago,  examined 
the  building  from  top  to  bottom,  and  saw 
only  the  fixtures  for  one  company,  and 
that  is  Company  I  of  the  First  Regiment. 
If  they  could  have  good  accommodations  there, 
I  would  nave  no  objections;  but  I  see  no  possible 
way  to  accommodate  more  than  one  company,  and 
it  is  beautifully  adapted  for  that.  A  company  must 
have  a  drill  and  assembly  room,  fixtures  for  gun 
racks  and  closets  for  uniforms.  I  wish  to  correct 
one  remark  of  the  gentleman.  The  reason  why 
the  Milton  company  was  moved  there  was 
that  most  of  the  active  members  lived 
near  the  building  and  the  most  undesirable  mem- 
ber lived  at  Milton,  and  they  wished  to  drop  the 
latter.  I  don't  know  that  it  is  the  best  location, 
but  I  don't  wish  to  see  the  subject  prejudiced  by  a 
mistake  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9.  The  uni- 
forms of  the  company  belong  to  the  State  now, 
and  commanders  are  obliged  to  keep  them  togeth- 
er in  a  safe  depository,  for  which  the  State  pays 
$600  rent.  It  requires  more  room  for  an  armory 
than  gentlemen  affect  to  believe.  The  arrange- 
ments for  Company  I  take  the  whole  of  that  build- 
ing, and  I  don't  see  how  another  could  be  accom- 
modated there.  There  are  some  objections  to 
having  two  companies  together.  I  do  not  wish  the 
impression  to  prevail  that  the  armory  had  been 
abandoned. 

Mr.  Page—  I  have  not  the  slightest  desire  to  con- 
vey a  false  impression ;  but  I  certainly  have 
heard  it  talked  for  six  months  about  City  Hall 
that  the  Gibson  Schoolhouse  was  fitted  up  for 
these  two  companies.  I  don't  imagiue  the  gun 
racks  were  put  in,  but  chat  there  is  room  enough 
in  the  building  for  two  companies  I  have  not  the 
slightest  doubt.  The  building  is  two  stories  high, 
40x60;  one  company  was  to  occupy  one  story,  and 
another  the  other,  and  they  were  to  have  the  attic 
in  common. 

The  order  was  passed— yeas  63,  nays  4— Messrs. 
Page,  Peabody,  Pierce  and  Thacher  voting  nay. 

THE  PUBLIC  PARK. 

The  order  authorizing  the  Mayor  to  petition  for 
an  act  for  the  purchase   or   taking   lands  within 
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the  city  for  public  parks,  and  for  the  assessment 
of  betterments  on  adjoining  lands  benefited ;  no 
expenditure  to  be  made,  without  authority  from 
the  Legislature,  for  the  purchase  or  improvement 
of  land,  exceeding  the  sums  raised  by  taxation, 
appropriated  by  thf  City  Council,  and  received  by 
betterment ;  said  act  not  to  take  effect  unless  ac- 
cepted by  a  majority  of  the  legal  voters  at  the 
next  State  election ;  with  amendments  proposed 
thereto,  came  up  under  unfinished  business,  the 
question  being  the  motion  to  specially  assign  it 
for  Thursday  next  at  8%  P.  M. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  hoped  the  motion  would  be 
withdrawn  as  the  object  of  it  had  been  gained  by 
a  delay  of  a  week. 

Mr.  Power  of  Ward  22,  the  mover,  said  be  un- 
derstood several  gentlemen  had  speeches  to  make, 
and  as  the  Swett-streetordei'had  been  assigned  for 
this  evening  they  had  better  dispose  of  one  thing 
at.  a  time. 

The  motion  to  assign  for  next  Thursday  evening 
at  8y2  o'clock  prevailed. 

OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 

Mr,  Long  of  Ward  8,  for  the  Joint  Special  Com- 
mittee to  nominate  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  sub- 
mitted a  report  recommending  the  election  of 
James  L.  Little,  Isaac  T.  Campbell,  Alanson  Bige- 
low  and  Henrv  W.  Pickering,  for  the  term  of  three 
yeais;  and  Washington  L.  Prescott  to  fill  the  va- 
cancy caused  by  the  resignation  of  Joseph  H. 
Buckley. 

Report  accepted  and  nominations  laid  over,  a 
motion  to  suspend  the  rule,  by  Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward 
20,  being  lost. 

PAY  OF  LABORERS. 

Mr.  Cusbman  of  Ward  1  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

Majority  Report.  The  Committee  on  Salaries, 
who  were  requested  to  consider  the  subject  of 
equalizing  the  pay  of  the  laborers  in  the  several 
departments  of  the  City  Government,  having  con- 
ferred with  the  superintendents  of  those  depart- 
ments in  which  laborers  are  employed,  beg  leave 
to  submit  the  following  report:  In  the  Health  De- 
partment there  are  about  440  men  emploj  ed  dur- 
ing the  year.  The  wages  as  established  by  the 
Committee  of  tbe  City  Council  on  Health  are  as 
follows:  362  men  receive  $52  per  month,  wbich,  on 
the  basis  of  twenty-six  working  days  to  the  month, 
is  $2  per  day ;  thirty-two  men  get  $ 54  per  month ; 
ana  thirty -seven  men  get  $56  per  month.  These 
amounts  are  based  upon  the  character  and  value 
of  the  services  performed. 

They  work  between  nine  and  ten  hours  per  day. 
It  is  understood  when  they  are  engaged  that  if 
they  are  called  upon  in  an  emergency,  as  they 
are  occasionally,  to  work  over  hours,  or  on  Sun- 
days, they  are  not  to  receive  any  extra  pay.  The 
wages  paid  by  the  city  are  higher  than  private 
individuals  pay  for  the  same  kind  of  labor;  and 
there  is  a  continual  pressure  for  appointments. 

In  the  Paving  Department  there  were  1100  men 
employed  in  August  last.  A.t  present  the  number 
of  men  on  the  pay  roll  is  about  700,  who  are  work- 
ing on  two-third's  time,  so  as  to  permit  the  em- 
ployment of  a  larger  number  than  could  be  em- 
ployed on  full  time.  They  are  paid  two  dollars 
per  day,  twenty-six  days  to  the  month.  If  the 
men  are  called  out  in  the  slight,  or  on  Sundays, 
they  are  paid  extra.  Tbe  wages  are  higher  than 
,the  market  rates.  The  Supeiintendent  is  of  opin- 
ion tbat  it  would  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
Department  to  return  to  the  old  system  of  pay- 
ing the  men  a  smaller  per  diem  compensation 
when  they  are  first  employed,  and  making  its 
iiicreave  depend  upon  their  skill  and  activity. 

In  the  Lamp  Department  the  salaries  of  the 
lighters  are  fixed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  ac- 
cording to  the  amount  of  service  performed.  Part 
of  the  men  receive  $1.50  per  day,  part  $1.67,  and 
others  are  paid  so  mucb  for  each  lamp.  The  time 
of  the  men  is  not  occupied  more  than  half  a  work- 
ing day.  They  are  employed  seven  days  in  the 
week.  Withaveiy  few  exceptions  they  receive 
from  othei  employments  as  much  as  or  more  than 
they  receive  from' the  city.  Last  vear  a  patent 
torch  was  introduced  at  considerable  expense, 
with  the  understanding  that  a  less  number  of 
lifhters  would  be  necessary.  Accordingly,  the 
price  per  lamp,  in  those  districts  where  the  men 
were  paid  in  that  way,  has  been  reduced,  to  take 
effect  March  15;  but  it  is  expected  that  the  men 
will  g,:t  about  the  same  amount  of  pay  for  their 
time  that  they  did  before.  There  are  numerous 
applicants  for  appointment. 

In  the  Sewer  Department  but  few  men  are  em- 
ployed by  the  city— nearly  all  the  vi  ork  being   per- 


formed by  contractors.  Those  employed  by  the 
city  are  paid  $2  per  day  for  each  day's  work. 
Rainy  days  are  not  included.  The  contractors 
paid  $2  per  day  for  their  men  at  tbe  begin- 
ning of  last  season,  and  $1.50  at  the  close. 
The  city  has  no  control  over  the  men  employed 
by  the  contractors.  In  the  Department  of  Com- 
mon and  Public  Grounds,  the  pay  roll  for  August 
last  bore  109  names:  and  for  February  last  seven- 
teen nam<  s.  Tbe  pay  of  the  common  laborers  is 
$2.00  per  day;  of  the  other  men  from  $80  to  $100 
per  month. '  In  the  eastern  division  of  the  Water 
Department  there  are  about.  300  men  employed 
during  the  summer  and  seventy -five  in  the  winter. 
The  common  laborers  and  shovellers  receive 
$2.00  per  day.  Tbe  wages  of  the  others  vary  from 
$2,25  to  $2.75  per  day.  For  extr  .  work,  nights  or 
Sundays,  the  men  receive  additional  compensa- 
tion. All  the  common  laborers  could  have  been 
hired  last  year  for  less  than  $2.00  per  day.  At 
Mount  Hope  Cemetery  about  sixty  men  are  em- 
ployed in  fhe  summer  and  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
in  the  winter.  Tney  are  paid  $2.00  per  day  for 
each  da.y's  work;  they  lose  stoimydays.  At  Cedar 
Grove  Cemetery  about  forty  men  are  employed  in 
the  summer  anil  five  or  six  in  the  winter.  In  the 
summer  the  men  are  paid  from  $1.75  to  $2.00  per 
day.    This  winter  they  are  paid  $1.50  per  day. 

It  appears  from  these  statements  tint  the  wages 
paid  to  the  laborers  in  the  several  departments 
are  considerably  higher  than  the  maiket  rates  for 
the  same  class  of  work ;  and  that,  as  a  conse- 
quence, there  is  a  continual  pre? sure  for  appoint- 
ment in  the  city  service. 

Under  these  circumstances  it  is  clearly  inexpe- 
dient to  take  any  action  looking  to  an  equaliza- 
tion of  pay  by  which  the  wages  of  any  class  of  la- 
borers would  be  increased. 

S.  B.  Stebbins. 
Chas.  J.  Prescott. 
Rufos  Ctjshman. 
Fred.  G.  Walbridge. 

Minority  Report.  The  undersigned,  believing 
that  injustice  is  done  to  a  portion  of  the  laborers 
in  the  Health  and  Lamp  departments,  begs  leave 
to  submit  the  following  statement: 

In  tbe  year  1871  the  following  preamble  andj  or- 
der were  adopted  by  the  Common  Council  and 
sent  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  : 

"Whereas,  the  City  Council  have  increased  tbe 
salaries  of  the  principal  officers  of  the  City  Gov- 
ernment, during  the  present  year,  it  is  therefore 

Ordered,  That  the  Board 'of  Aldermen  be  re- 
quested to  increase  the  pay  of  the  laborers  in  the 
departments  of  Health,  Paving  and  Sewers  twen- 
ty-five cents  per  day." 

Without  taking  any  direct  action  in  the  indorse- 
ment of  the  order,  the  Board  referred  it  to  the 
committees  having  charge  of  the  departments 
mentioned  therein  ;  and  they  severally  establish- 
ed the  minimum  rate  of  wages  at  $2  per  day  for 
working  days,  or  $52  per  month;  all  work  over 
time  (except  for  drivers  in  rakiug  care  of  their 
horses  on  Sundays)  to  be  paid  for  in  proportion. 
The  Committee  on  the  Health  Department  adopt- 
ed the  following  vote  on  the  first  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1871 : 

"Voted,  That  the  pay  of  the  helpers  of  this  de- 
partment be  at  the  rate  of  $52  per  month ;  and 
also  that  additional  pay  be  allowed  for  Sunday,  or 
tbe  seventh  day  of  the  week,  when  employed  or 
called  to  service." 

It  appears  from  tbe  Superintendent's  own  state- 
ment that  the  instructions  of  the  committee  in 
regard  to  the  allowance  of  pay  for  extra  service 
on  Sundays  are  not  carried  out.  The  accompany- 
ing statement  made  by  the  paymaster  connected 
with  the  Treasurer's  office  shows  that  on  the  pay 
roll  at  the  South  City  Stables,  for  the  month  end- 
ing Feb.  20,  one  thousand  uollars  were  deducted 
for  lost  time,  although  probably  all  lost  time  had 
more  than  been  made  up  by  overwork. 

There  is  no  reason  why  those  who  now  receive 
$52  and  $54  per  mouth  should  not  be  paid  as  the 
laborers  in  other  departmeuis  are  paid,  namely, 
$2.00  per  day  for  every  working  day  and  a  pro- 
portional amount  for  all  over  time,  except  in  the 
care  of  horses. 

It  is  represented  by  the  employes  in  the  Lamp 
Depattment  that  the  principal  labor  which  they 
are  called  upon  to  perform  is  in  cleaning  the 
lamps — not  in  lighting  them— and  that  the  patent 
torch  saves  only  about  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  each 
time  they  go  over  their  route,  while  the  labor  of 
cleaning  the  additional  lamps  is  greatly  increased. 
The  average  time  required  of  the  employes  is  said 
to  be  four  days  in  the  week,  and  it  is  extremely 
difficult  for  them  to  obtain  other  employment  for 
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the  other  two  days.  Asthecontrol  and  management 
of  ttus  department  is  placed  by  statute  i a  tbe 
hands  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  the  Common 
Council  have  no  jurisdiction  and  no  responsibility 
in  the  matter. 

In  order  to  place  the  laborers  in  the  Health  De- 
partment upon  tbe  same  footing  with  those  in 
otber  departments  the  undersigned  would  re- 
spectfully recdmmend  tbe  passage  of  the  accom- 
panying order:  Thos.  J.  Anderson. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  tbe  Health  De- 
partment be  requested  to  pay  the  laborers  in  that 
department,  wbo  now  receive  $52  and  $56  per 
month,  the  sum  of  two  dollars  per  day  for  each 
day's  service  of  ten  hours,  and  that  a  proportional 
sum  be  allowed  for  all  work  over  time,  except  to 
drivers  of  horses  in  taking  care  of  their  horses  in 
the  stables  on  Sundays. 

Laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cushman 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

THE  ANNUAL  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Mr.Peabody  of  Ward  9 submitted  the  following: 

The  Joint  Special  Committee  to  whom  were  re- 
feried  the  estimates  of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts, 
of  tbe  amount  of  money  which  wdl  be  needed  to 
defray  tbe  expenses  of  the  city  of  Boston  and 
county  of  Suffolk  for  the  financial  year  1875-76,  be- 
ing City  Document  No.  32,  of  this  year,  would  re- 
spectfully report,  That  they  have  carefully  exam- 
ined the  same,  and  would  recommend  that  the 
appropriation  for  the  Common  and  Public  Squares 
be  reduced  from  $100,000  to  $85,000,  the  reduc- 
tion of  $15,000  being  taken  from  tbe  sum  asked 
for  extending  the  enclosures  on  Commonwealth 
avemie,  and  that  the  following  additions  be  made 
to  the  estimates,  based  upon  tne  reports  of  the 
committees  on  Bridges  and  Public  Instruction, 
annexed  to  this  repoit,  it  being  deemed  inexpe- 
dient to  grant  the  amount  asked  for  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Bridges  for  rebuilding  the  Maiden 
Bridge  this  year,  viz. : 
For  rebuilding  the  draw  of  Meridian-street 

Bridge $47,000.00 

For  rebuilding  a  portion  of  Chelsea  Bridge  13,000.00 
For  enlarging  tbe  yard  of  the  Chapman 

Schoolhouse 7,500.08 

Total  additions $67,500.00 

Less  reduction  on  Common,  etc 15,000.00 

$52,500.00 

The  amount  as  required  by  tbe  Auditor's 

estimates    was $12,188,805.00 

Add  as  before  stated 52,500.00 

We  have  the  total  amount  of  the  appropri- 
ations required $12,241,305.00 

Deduct  amount  of  estimated  income  as  per 
Auditor's  estimates 2,864,425.00 

$9,376,880.00 
To  which  add  three  per  cent,  for  non-pay- 
ment of  taxes  during  the  financial  year. . .      281,307.00 

We  have  tbe  total  amount  to  be  raised  by 
tax,  1875,  exclusive  of  the  State  Tax ..$9,658,187.00 

Your  committee  therefoie  recommend  the  pas- 
sage of  the  accompanying  orders ;  one  making  the 
approDriations  for  the  financial  year  1875-76,  the 
others  levying  a  tax  for  the  year  1875,  to  meet  the 
same,  less  the  income  which  will  be  received,  as 
given  in  the  estimates  of  the  Auditor  of  Ac- 
counts ;  and  for  payment  of  specified  rates  of  in- 
terest on  account  of  non-payment  of  taxes  at  cer- 
tain dates ;  the  latter  being  similar  to  the  order 
passed  by  the  City  Council  of  last  year. 
For  the  committee, 

"Samuel  C.  Cobb, 

Chaiiman. 
an  order 
■  Relating  to  the  Specific  Appropriations  for   the 
Financial   Year  1875-76. 

It  is  hereby  ordered  by  the  City  Council,  That, 
to  defray  the  expenditures  of  the  city  of  Boston 
and  the  county  of  Suffolk,  for  the  financial  year 
which  will  commence  with  the  first  day  of  May, 
1875,  and  end  with  the  last  day  of  April,  1876,  the 
following  sums  of  money  be,  and  the  same  are, 
hereby  respectively  appropriated  for  the  objects 
and  purposes  as  explained  in  the  Auditor  of  Ac- 
counts' estimates  [City  Document  No.  32, 1875], 
and  in  the  applications  of  the  various  committees 
and  boards  contained  and  printed  in  said  docu- 
ment and  in  the  appendix  accompanying  this 
document,  No.  37. 

And  it  is  further  ordered,  That  no  money  shall  be 
expended,  and  no  debts  be  incurred,  for  any  object 
or  purpose  for  which  a   specific   appropriation  is 


herein  made,  beyond  the  amount  which  is  «o  spe- 
cifically appropriated;  provided,  however,  that 
any  sums  of  money  which  may  be  subscribed  or 
contributed  by  individuals  to  promote  the  objects 
of  any  of  the  following  appropriations, and  which 
form  no  part  of  the  estimated  income  of  the  city, 
shall  be  strictly  applied,  according  to  the  intention 
of  the  contributors,  and  shall  be  credited  to 
such  approDriations  accordingly;  that  is  to  say: 

[Appended  to  this  order  are  the  specific   appro- 
priations in  detail.] 

ORDERS, 

Laying  a  specific  Tax  to  defray  the  Expenses  of 
the  City  of  Boston  and  the  County  of  Suffolk  for 
the  financial  year  1875-76,  and  providing  for  in- 
terest on  non-payment  of  same. 
Ordered,  That  tbe  sum  of  nine  million  six  hun- 
dred fifty-eight  thousand  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
seven  (9,658,187)  dollars  be  raised  on  the  polls  and 
estates  taxable  in  this  city,  according  to  law,  to  pay 
tbe  current  expenses  of  the  city  of  Boston  and  ihe 
county  of  Suffolk  duiing  the  financial  year,  which 
will  commence  with  the  first  day  of  May,  1875,  and 
end  with  the  last  day  of  April,  1876. 

Ordered,  That,  in  pursuance  of  the  authority  of 
chapter  225  of  the  acts  of  1873,  all  taxes  assessed 
for  the  purpose  of  providing  for  the  expenditures 
of  the  city  of  Boston  and  county  of  Suffolk,  and 
for  paying  the  city's  proportion  of  the  State  tax, 
shall  be  due  and  payable  on  the  first  day  of  No« 
vember ;  and,  if  the  same  shall  remain  unpaid,  in- 
terest at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum  shall 
be  charged  upou  all  such  taxes  as  shall  not  be 
paid  at  that  date;  and,  upon  all  taxes  that  shall 
remain  unpaid  on  the  first  day  of  January  next 
ensuing  after  the  same  have  been  assessed,  there 
shall  be  charged  interest  at  the  rate  of  ten  per 
eent.  per  annum;  and  all  the  interest  that  shall 
have  become  due  from  and  after  the  above-named 
dates  shall  be  added  to  and  be  a  part  of  such 
taxes;  provided,  however,  that  tbe  taxe*  assessed 
by  authority  of  chapter  315  of  the  acts  of  the  year 
1873,  upon  the  shares  of  national  banks  aud  of 
other  corporations,  shall  be  due  and  payable  on 
the  first  day  of  November,  and  interest  shall  be 
charged  as  provided  in  said  act  upon  all  such  taxes 
as  remain  unpaid  after  that  date,  at  the  rate  of 
twelve  per  cent,  per  annum. 
The  orders  were  read  once  and  laid  over. 

FREE  SOUP. 

Mr.  Moley  of  Ward  19  offered  tbe  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Police  be 
authorized  to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  $300  in 
addition  to  the  appropriation  heretofore  made,  in 
the  distribution  of  soup  from  the  station  houses ; 
the  expense  to  be  charged  to  tbe  appropriation 
for  Incidentals. 

Bead  twice,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Moley,  and  passed. 

BADGES. 

Mr.  Long  of  Ward  8  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Badges  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  suitable  badges  for  the  City 
Messenger  and  his  two  assistants;  the  expenses  to 
be  charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund  of  the  Common 
Council. 

Ordered  to  a  second  reading— 28  for,  17  against. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  hold  in  my  hand  a  badge 
which  was  presented  this  evening  from  the  com- 
mittee. I  would  ask  if  it  was  made  according  to 
eontiact. 

Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3— In  answer,  I  would 
state  that  I  received  the  badges  as  lace  as  five 
o'clock  this  evening.  There  was  a  contract  drawn 
up  and  signed  by  the  parties  to  furnish  a  badge 
similar  to  tbe  sample,  to  be  of  fourteen  carets,  tbe 
finest  of  gold,  and  to  weigh  four  pennyweights 
and  five  grains.  When  he  was  awarded  the  con- 
tract he  said  that  in  making  this  badge  he  had 
made  a  mistake  in  weight,  and  desired  to  have  it 
four  pennyweights.  I  told  him  I  should  hold  him 
to  the  contract;  the  committee  would  not  accent 
that  weight.  This  evening  I  find  my  badge  falls 
short  eight  grains.  Hew  much  others  fall  short  I 
do  not  know. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  asked  what  was  the  ques- 
tion before  the  house. 

The  President  said  thsre  was  none. 

Mr.  Flynn— The  distribution  of  the  badges  is 
the  report  of  the  committee,  and  the  question  is 
whether  the  report  shall  be  accepted.  I  under- 
stand the  Chairman  is  not  satisfied  with  the  badges, 
as  they  are  not  according  to  contract,  and  I  was 
about  to  move  that  the  badges  be  not  accepted 
till  the  committee  are  satisfied.  If  they  are  not 
according  to  contract  the  members  ought  not  to 
retain  them. 
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The  President— The  Chair  supposed  the  in  forma- 
tion had  been  given. 

Mr.  Anderson— The  badges  are  like  the  sample 
shown  to  the  committee.  All  the  trouble  I  find  is 
in  the  weight.  Whether  the  other  badges  cor- 
respond in  weight  to  the  one  I  hold,  I  don't 
know. 

Mr.  Harmon  of  Ward  6— I  was  one  of  the  coou- 
mittee,  and  I  believe  the  party  who  made  them 
acted  in  good  faith,  I  hope  they  will  be  ac- 
cepted. 

SWETT  STREET. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  the  Council 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  special  as- 
signment, viz.,  order  for  a  loan  of  $476,000,  for 
widening,  building  and  extending  Swett  street 
from  Albany  street  to  Dorchester  avenue ;  with 
amenoments  to  fix  the  loan  at  $376,000  instead  of 
$476,000,  and  to  add  to  the  order  the  words,  "pro- 
vided that  no  part  of  said  sum  shall  be  used  or 
expended  for  the  purpose  of  changing  the  grade 
.of  the  railroad  referred  to  in  chap.  387  of  the  acts 
cf  1874." 

The  question  was  on  the  amendments. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  offered  the  following  as  an 
amendment  to  the  amendment: 

"Provided,  also,  that  no  mony  shall  be  expended 
under  this  order  until  a  contract  satisfactory  to 
the  Committee  on  Streets  and  the  City  Council 
shall  be  made  for  changing  the  grade  of  the  New 
York  &  New  England  Railroad  Company,  at  the 
expense  of  said  railroad." 

Mr.  Page— I  offer  that  amendment  to  complete 
the  proposition  originated  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  6  [Mr.  Kimball],  that  the  city  may  not  find 
itself  in  a  position  of  having  commenced  rha  im- 
provement and  spent  a  considerable  sum  cf  money 
on  it,  and.  then,  in  order  to  finish  it  they  have  got 
to  use  another  large  amount  or  abandon  all 
they  have  expended.  If  passed  without  this 
amendment  it  would  give  the  Committee  on 
Streets  authority  to  build  the  street  from  Albany 
street  on  one  side  and  from  Dorchester  avenue  on 
the  other,  to  the  railroad,  without  expending  any 
money  for  raising  the  grade  of  the  railioad.  Then 
the  committee  would  come  in  here  very  naturally 
and  say  the  street  was  built  thus  far,  but  it  was 
of  no  possible  use  till  the  grade  of  the  railroad 
was  established  and  completed.  They  had  better 
know  just  how  much  the  cost  of  grading  the  rail- 
road is  to  be,  how  much  the  city  is  to  pay,  and  how 
much  the  railroad  will  assume.  The  adoption  of 
the  amendment  to  the  amendment,  I  think,  is  es- 
sential to  carry  out  the  idea  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  6. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  have  no  doubt  the  gen- 
tleman would  keep  on  piling  on  amendments  till 
tomorrow,  because  he  is  not  friendly  to  the  meas- 
ure, ard  desires  in  every  possible  way  to  kill  it.  I 
also  understand  from  the  gentleman  who  offered 
the  other  amendment  that  even  if  it  is  adopted  be 
don't  propose  to  vote  for  the  order.  While  I  do 
not  see  any  objection  to  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  6, 1  can  see  great  objections 
to  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9,  because 
under  the  contiact  we  are  obliged  to  go  on  and 
build  this  street  by  July,  1876,  when  bv  putting  in 
all  these  provisos  it  will  be  impossible  to  go  on  and 
build  the  street,  and  the  city  will  lose  the 
$100,000  subscribed  by  the  abutters.  If  the  street 
is  not  built  the  citv  will  lose  the  $100,000.  If  the 
appropriation  is  made  at  all  it  should  be  made 
tonight,  that  the  work  may  be  begun.  I  have 
here  an  opinion  fiom  the  City  Solicitor,  which 
was  asked  for  by  Alderman  Clark,  and  I  will 
read  it : 

City  Solicitor's  Office, 
2  Pembekton  Square, 
Boston,  March  3, 1875. 

Dear  Sir— By  chapter  387  of  the  Acts  of  1874  the 
city  of  Boston  and  the  New  York  &  New  Eng- 
land Railroad  may  agree  upon  a  grade  for  the 
railroad  where  Swett  street  shall  cross  it.  If  they 
do  not  so  agree  either  party  may  apply  to  the 
Railroad  Commissioners  to  fix  that  grade;  and 
when  the  grade  is  fixed  in  either  mode,  the  rail- 
road company  must  put  their  track  at  that  grade 
at  their  own  expense. 

Yours  truly,  J.  P.  Healy. 

Mr.  Alderman  Clark. 

As  I  understand  it,  it  is  not  the  intention  of  the 
committee  to  pay  for  changing  the  grades;  but  if 
these  amendments  are  adopted,  it  will  be  impossi- 
ble to  go  on  and  build  the  street  in  the  way  agreed 
upon  by  the  abutters  and  the  committee.  We 
have  releases  from  four-fiths  of  them,  giving  land 
on  the  proposed  line  and  bonds  for  $60,000.    It  is 


important  to  have  the  contract  made  and  the 
work  commenced,  and  if  the  appiopriation  is  to 
be  made  at  all,  it  should  be  made  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Page  ot  Ward  9— What  difference  will  it 
make  whether  we  make  the  contract  first  to  raise 
the  grade  of  the  New  York  &  New  England  Rail- 
way, or  f/hettier  it  is  first  made  to  build  the  street  ? 
Because  the  street  is  not  built  till  the  grade  is 
raised,  and  it  will  not  delay  the  matter  at  all.  We 
cannot  build  the  street  till  vie  raise  the  giade. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12 — It  seems  to  me  that  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  will 
enable  the  railroad  corporation  ro  prevent  the  im- 
provement being  consummated.  I  understand  Dy 
it  that  nothing  shall  be  done  till  a  contract  is 
made  between  the  citj  and  this  corporation. 
Every  one  conversant  with  the  attitude  of  this 
railway  company  knows  they  are  opposed  to  it, 
because  the  highway  cannot  be  laid  out  without 
interfering  with  their  tracks,  which  must  go  up 
or  down.  They  opposed  the  provision  tor  a  gvade 
crossing,  and  were  present  in  the  Legislalure  to 
prevent  it,  which,  under  the  old  law,  was 
allowable.  The  act  passed  in  1869  allowed 
a  grade  crossing,  but  it  bad  other  objec- 
tionable features  which  the  city  would  not  ac- 
cept. This  act  provides  a  way  in  which  the  rail- 
way can  be  brought  to  terms.  It  provides  that 
they  may  agree  upon  a  grade  with  the  Street 
Commissioners,  but  if  they  fail  to  agree,  if  gives 
a  place  of  resort  to  which  it  can  be  carried,  and 
that  i<  the  Board  of  Railroa  ■  Commissioners,  and 
the  Supreme  Court  have  authority  to  enforce  the 
decree  of  the  commissioners.  It  teems  to  me 
that  this  should  be  done  whether  the  New  York 

6  New  England  Railway  are  willing  or  uot.  The 
City  Council  have,  by  repeated  votes,  de- 
cided that  the  laying  out  of  this  highway 
is  expedient  and  necessary,  and  now  an  order  is 
before  us  appropriating  the  money,  and  the 
amendment  places  that  amount  at  the  minimum. 
I  am  willing  to  accept  the  amendment,  because 
that  amount  will  be  what  will  have  been  expend- 
ed after  deducting  betterments.  I  believe  that 
amendment  was  made  in  good  faith,  to  protect 
the  interest  of  the  city;  but  I  believe  the  last 
amendment  would  have  the  effect  to  put  a  block 
in  the  way  of  that  improvement,  which  is  neces- 
sary and  important,  and  it  would  make  the  whole 
thing  hinge  upon  the  assent  of  the  railroad  to  a 
contract,  which  they  never  will  do  in  the  world.  It 
is  not  supposed  that  this  thing  will  be  done  in  pur- 
suance of  any  contract  with  them,  but  on  an  ap- 
peal to  the  Railroad  Commissioners, who  will  order 
them  to  put  their  tracks  at  gi  ade.  Therefore  I  think 
it  is  unwise  and  unjust  to  attempt  to  load  this  ap- 
propriation down  in  a  way  that  will  prevent  any- 
thing being  done. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9— It  may  be  that  the 
amendment  offered  by  my  colleague  is  unwise, 
but  the  arguments  of  the  gentlemen  from  Wards 

7  and  12  seem  to  prove  that  if  we  are  to  pass  upon 
the  appropriation  tonight  we  must  look  the  fact 
clearly  in  the  face  that  the  amount  to 
be  expended  will  involve  the  whole  sum 
stated,  $476,000;  because  without  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
9, 1  believe  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6 
will  have  no  effect.  The  gentleman  who  has  just 
taken  his  seat  says  it  is  well  understood  that  no 
coutract  can  be  made  with  the  railroad.  Of 
course  that  shows  opposition  on  their  part,  and, 
coupled  with  the  fact  taat  the  Street  Commission- 
ers included  the  estimate  for  changing  the  grade 
of  this  road,  it  shows  that  it  was  well  understood 
that  the  railroad  will    never  pay  for   that  change. 

■  The  gentleman  from  Ward  12  says  we  will  have 
recourse  to  the  Railroad  Commissioners;  but  the 
delay  will  come  in  then  just  as  much  as  it  does 
now,  and  if  the  street  is  not  completed 
technically  and  fuliy,  all  these  conditions  for 
the  payment  of  money  and  all  the  bonds 
for  the  surrender  of  land  will  fail.  I  believe  that 
the  way  to  guard  this  measure  is  to  do  it  before 
the  appropriation  is  made.  The  City  Solicitor,  I 
understand,  gave  an  oninion  which  influenced 
them  in  putting  into  their  estimate  the  amount 
necessary  for  raising  the  grade  of  the  railroad; 
he  thought  it  was  doubtful  if  we  could  bind 
the  railroad  at  all,  on  account  of  their  being 
wrongly  named  in  the  act.  There  is  a  technical 
difficulty  in  it,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  city 
would  have  to  bear  the  cost.  Then,  as  has  been 
said,  I  see  nothiog  to  prevent  the  Street  Com- 
mittee from  building  the  street  on  both 
sides  of  the  railroad.  Suppose  then  that  the 
railroad  would  not  change  the  grade,  and  delay 
should  occur  in  getting  the  decrees  of  the  Rail- 
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road  Commissioners  enforced,  we  would  then  bave 
to  lose.  So  without  speaking  of  the  merits  of  the 
question  at  this  point,  I  think  that  m  voting  for 
this  appropriation  it  should  be  clearly  understood 
that  the  amount  involved  is  the  highest  that  can 
be  asked  tor,  and  that  we  shall  Dot  get  off  with 
the  sum  named  in  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  6.  We  all  know  that  the  road  is 
in  such  a  financial  condition  that  it  could  do  noth- 
ing if  it  had  the  money.  While  I  am  up  I  would 
like  to  say  a  woid  in  regard  to  the  merits 
of  the  project,  at  whatever  cost.  After  a 
careful  examination  of  the  place,  it  seems  to 
me  that,  like  many  others,  ir,  is  a  project  very  well 
in  itself;  but  in  the  present  financial  couditioo  of 
the  city  we  should  balance  the  merits  of  the  vaii- 
ous  proieets  asked  for  and  do  what  we  ought  to 
do,  and  let  the  others  wait.  I  f.unk  this  is  one  of 
those  things  which  ought  to  wait.  Gentlemen 
speak  of  the  effect  :he  street  will  have  in  bringing 
land  about  it  into  the  market.  I  believe  that  the 
growth  of  Boston,  so  far  as  the  building  up  of  va- 
cant land  is  concerned,  has  been  checked  for  a 
long  time,  and  that  the  effect  in  this  instance  will 
be  less  than  is  contemplated.  I  hope  it  v?ill  be 
clearly  understood  that  if  we  do  vote  tor  this  ap- 
propriation it  will  cost  at  least  as  much  as  the 
amount  originally  proposed. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6 — I  desire  to  correct  a 
statement  of  the  gentleman  who  just  sat  down, 
that  an  opinion  was  given  by  the  City  Solicitor  to 
the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  oi  any  other 
person,  that  the  railroad  could  not  be  made  to 
change  its  grade  at  their  own  expense  in  conse- 
quence of  a  miscake  in  the  name  of  the  company. 
No  such  opinion  was  ever  givenjby  the  City  Solicit- 
or to  any  person.  A  consultation  was  had  with 
the  City  Solicitor  prior  to  the  passage  of  this  act, 
and  before  it  was  known  what  the  act  would  be; 
and  the  act  was  not  brought  to  the  attention 
of  the  City  Solicitor  until  by  the  order 
of  this  body,  which  was  carried  to  him 
by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  I  state  that 
because  a  wrong  impression  has  been  created 
here.  As  has  been  stated  by  my  friend  from  Ward 
12, 1  offered  that  amendment  in  good  fail  h.  My 
object  was  that  all  appropriation  for  "changing 
the  grade"  of  the  railroad,  which  is  the  phraseol- 
ogy of  the  act,  should  be  taken  from  the  sum.  I 
cannot  favor  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  9  because,  as  has  been  stated,  I  can 
see  that  nothing  whatever  might  be  done  in  the 
construction  of  Swett  street,  if  the  appropriation 
is  made.  I  am  opposed  to  the  appropria- 
tion, but  I  do  not  consider  that  the  of- 
fering of  an  amendment  commits  me  to 
the  order.  If  the  appropriation  goes  through,  I 
clon'r  want  the  city  put  in  the  place  that  it  will  be 
if  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9 
is  adopted.  I  desire  that  do  part  of  the  money 
should  be  expended  till  the  grade  has  been  agreed 
upon  by  the  railroad  and  the  city,  or  fixed  by  the 
Railroad  Commissioners,  for  until  then  the  city 
has  no  rights  in  the  courts.    The  act  says — 

"If  any  difference  of  opinion  shall  arise  between 
the  city  of  Boston  and  the  New  York  &  New  Eng- 
land Railroad  Company  with  reference  to  the 
grade  at  which  the  way  authorized  by  the  seventy- 
eighth  chapter  of  the  acts  of  1869  and  the  four- 
teenth chapter  of  che  acts  of  1874  shall  cross  the 
tracks  of  said  railroad,  or  as  to  the  raising  or 
lowermg  the  said  way,  or  the  tracks  of  said  rail- 
road, *  *  *  either  party  may  apply  to  the 
Board  of  RailroadfCommissioneis,  and  thereupon 
the  board  shall  as  soon  as  possible  fix  the  grade  of 
said  railroad  at  the  place  where  said  way  shall 
cross  it,"  etc. 

In  my  opinion,  if  the  city  and  the  railroad  agree 
upon  a  grade,  it  will  be  better  for  the  gentlemen 
having  this  matter  in  charge  to  go  before  the 
commissioners  and  have  them  fix  the  grade  in 
conformity  to  the  agreement  made  by  the  par- 
ties, because  the  act  of  the  Legislature  does  not 
say  that  the  Supreme  Court  shall  have  jurisdic- 
tion in  equity  to  compel  compliance  and  carry  out 
any  agreement  made  between  the  city  and  the 
railroad.  It  is  not  my  custom— and  I  do  not  at- 
tribute it  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9 — to  offer 
amendments  to  kill  a  measure.  I  always  endeavor 
to  offer  amendment?  for  the  good  of  the  city.  I 
will  offer  as  a  substitute  for  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  the  following: 

"And  provided,  however,  that  no  part  of  said 
money  shall  be  expended  until  the  grade  of  said 
railroad  shall  be  fixed  by  the  Railroad  Commission  • 
ers,  or  by  agreement  between  said  railroad  and 
the  city  of  Boston." 

The  President  ruled  this  amendment  out  of  order. 


Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— To  relieve  the  Council  of 
any  embarrassment  on  account  of  any  amend- 
ment, I  will  accept  that  just  offered  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  6,  in  place  of  the  one  offered  by 
myself.  My  object  was  to  protect  the  city  as  to 
the  changing  of  the  grade.  I  did  not  offer  it 
to  defeat  the  measure,  but  to  carry  out 
the  idea  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6,  and  to 
place  around  the  appropriation  such  a  safeguard 
as  will  protect  the  city  in  the  future.  I  feel 
perfectly  satrsfied  that  if  the  order  is  passed 
witho'it  some  such  amendment  as  this  we  should 
find  ourselves  in  a  few  months  with  the  street 
built  to  the  railroad,  and  the  committee  obliged 
to  ask  for  a  sufficient  sum  to  complete  the  street 
by  raising  the  grade,  and  as  my  colleague  has 
said,  if  it  is  not  all  completed  in  proper  shape  the 
agreement  of  the  parties  to  contribute  a  certain 
amount  of  money  would  fail,  and  the  city  would 
lose  it.  I  cannot  see  how  it  will  embarrass  the 
work,  as  it  is  going  to  take  just  as  much  time  to 
fix  the  grade  after  the  street  is  built,  as  before, 
and  it  seems  to  me  to  be  much  safer  to  do  it  first.' 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Page  was  withdrawn, 
and  that  offered  by  Mr.  Kimball  was  renewed  as 
an  amendment  to  the  original  amendment  relat- 
ing to  the  grade  of  the  road. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9— In  explanation  of  what 
I  said  when  1  was  up  before — as  the  remarks  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  6  would  seem  to  imply 
that  I  was  in  error — I  will  give  my  authority  for 
making  the  statement.  In  examiniLg  the  statute 
which  covers  this  question,  I  observed  that  rt  was 
clearly  (as  it  seemed  to  me)  the  duty  of  iheroad, 
at  its  own  expense,  to  raise  the  grade,  in  case 
the  Railroad  Commissioners  had  determined  the 
grade  to  be  such  that  the  railroad  should  pass 
over  Swett  street.  I  found  that  the  amount  neces- 
sary to  raise  the  grade  of  the  road  was  included 
in  the  estimate.  I  therefore  went  to  the  proper 
department  to  ask  whether  that  amount  was  in- 
cluded in  the  amount  the  city  was  to  pay.  I  was 
told  that  the  Street  Commissioners  had  inserted 
it  there  because  the  City  Solicitor  had  informed 
them  that  rhe  railt  oad,  being  described  by  a  wrong 
title,  would  not  be  bound.  Subsequent  events  may 
haVe  shown  that  the  opinion  was  incorrect,  but 
the  point  I  wish  to  make,  in  reply  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  7,  in  relation  to  the  assess- 
ments of  the  parties  in  case  we  fail  to  build  the 
street  by  the  1st  of  July,  1876,  is  that  as  there  is 
some  liability  on  the  part  of  the  railroad  every 
delay  they  can  make  will  be  made.  They  can  go 
to  the  railroad  commissioners  and  to  the  Supreme 
Court  and  cause  delay;  therefore  it  should  be  un- 
derstood that  in  voting  for  this  appropriation  we 
are  taking  substantially  the  larger  amount. 

Mr.  Tram  of  Ward  "13— It  seems  to  me  we  are 
surrounding  this  matter  with  a  great  many  un- 
necessary legal  protections.  I  desirt  that  every 
protection  shall  be  taken  by  the  city  of  Boston  to 
prevent  the  expenditure  of  a  single  dollar  which 
can  be  saved.  In  regard  to  this  amendment,  I 
don't  see  bow  It  is  going  to  help  this  matter  at 
all.  If  the  merits  of  this  question  are  sufficient 
to  carry  it  through  the  Council,  if  the 
vote  of  last  year  is  worth  anything — 57  for 
to  2  against — the  actual  necessity  for  that  street 
is  not  changed  at  all.  It  comes  down  simply  to 
this.  It  seems  to  me  that  if  we  pass  this  appropri- 
ation of  $475,000,  the  maximum  amount  called  for; 
and  if  the  committee  havirg  that  expenditure  in 
charge  can  by  any  means  or  law  collect  of  the 
New  York[&  New  England  Railroad  the  amount 
which  it  costs  to  grade  up  that  road,  then  the 
proper  way  is  to  do  so ;  if  they  can  do  it  by  law, 
the  act  of  the  Legislature  will  compel  them 
to  pay  it.  If  on  the  other  hand  that  act  is  void, 
so  far  as  it  goes  the  city  of  Boston  will  have 
to  pay  it.  It  is  one  way  or  the  other.  The  ques- 
tion is,  Is  the  Swett-street  project  meritorious 
enough  to  go  through  this  Council  or  not?  I  hope 
the  last  amendment  will  not  prevail.  I  agree  with 
the  first  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
6,  reducing  the  amount  $100,000.  It  is  proper,  I 
think.  We  can  go  on  and  complete  this  road,  with 
the  exception  perhaps  of  this  grading,  and  rf  the 
matter  is  going  to  be  put  in  proper  hands, 
they  will  take  necessary  steps  to  see  that  the 
r6ad  can  be  made  to  pay  for  it.  Before  that  time 
they  will  discover  just  exactly  where  tney  stand. 
If  this  matter  can  go  through  on  its  merits,  if  it 
is  needed,  why  let  the  City  Council  pay  for  it  if  the 
road  will  not?  I  cannot  see  the  use  of  the  last 
amendment. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6— It  seems  to  me  very 
clear  that  the  last  amendment  is  of  nearly  equal 
importance  with  the  others.    It  the  order  is  fixed 


MARCH       18,       1875 


14,3 


so  that  the  city  shall  spend  $100,000,  perhaps  we 
will  ho:ve  no  claim  upon  fue  railroad.  If  we  ex- 
pect to  proceed  we  must  do  so  in  accordance 
with  the  terms  of  the  act.  Therefore  I  offered  the 
second  i.mendtaent,  that  every  sts^  may  toe  taken 
legally  and  not,  as  has  been  done  heretofore,  1  am 
sorry  to  say,  going  on  and  make  an  estimate  for  a 
change  of  the  graie  of  a  railroad  and  appro- 
priating $100,000  and  being  unintentionally  miss- 
led  by  the  Street  Commissioners  and  the  Com- 
mittee ou  Streets.  I  do  not  claim  that  they 
knew  of  this  provision  of  the  act;  but  it  was 
pressed  through  without  any  knowledge  on  their 
part  of  its  effect.  But  before  we  take  s  ny  further 
action  I  want  whoever  who  has  this  matter  in 
charge  lo  go  on  cautiously  and  legally.  That  is 
why  I  offered  this  amendment.  I  don't  wish  after 
sixty  days  to  find  out  that  we  have  gone  too  fast, 
and  that  we  might  have  had  a  claim  upon  the  rail- 
road if  we  had  not  acted  so  hastily. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13—1  am  no  lawyer,  but  I 
can  make  it  clear  by  reading  to  you  the  wording 
of  the  act : 

"The  said  railroad  company  shall,  at  its  own  ex- 
pense, change  the  grade  of  said  railroad,  to  con- 
form to  the  grade  fixed  by  said  Board  of  Railroad 
Commissioners,  within  one  year  after  the  fixing  of 
said  grade." 

It  seems  to  me  that  that  explains  itself  fully  as 
much  as  it  could  be  explained.  That  is  the  letter; 
that  is  the  law.  Now  if  the  ci  y  of  Boston  or  the 
railroad  is  bound  by  that,  each  party  must  stand 
byit.Idodotwanttoread  any  plainer  English  than 
that.  I  do  not  see  any  usejof  the  amendment,  be- 
cause the  act  appears  to  furnish  sufficient  protec- 
tion to  the  citv. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7—1  have  not  bestowed 
so  much  attention  on  this  subject  as  some 
members  of  the  Committee  on  Streets,  I  pre- 
sume, or  as  the  members  of  last  year.  I  am 
sorry  that  the  Committee  on  Streets  can- 
not give  us  some  difinite  information  as  to 
the  liability  of  the  railroad  uoder  this  act, 
and  the  liability  of  the  railroad  under  the  act  if 
the  city  goes  on' with  this  work  in  case  the  railroad 
refuses  to  pay  the  expenses  of  raising  the  grade. 
Now,  about'  the  subscription  list:  I  think 
it  amounts  to  little  or  nothing  in  connec- 
tion with  this  street.  Whether  the  building 
of  this  street  is  done  in  two  years  or  not,  does  not 
depend  u(jon  the  subscription  of  $60,000.  I  have 
no  doubt  the  subscribers  will  give  the  money  any 
way.  They  want  the  street.  I  want  to  deal  fairly, 
because  I  am  a  fnend  of  this  side  of  the  question. 
I  tnink  the  abutters,  upjn  the  opening  of  this 
roadway,  will  pay  the  money.  The  question  is,  is 
it  necessaiy?  if  necessary,  is  it  expedient  to  do  it 
now?  I  think  these  are  the  two  questions  joined 
with  the  other  one  offered  by  my  friend  from 
Ward  6.  I  igree  with  him  and  think  that  under 
this  act,  it  the  city  of  Boston  does  build  this 
street  at  its  own  expense,  there  is  no  recourse; 
we  cannot  do  anything  with  the  Hartford  &  Erie 
Railroad.  A.  great  many  gentlemen  think  the 
same  way  on  this  subject.  But  the  question  is,  is 
it  necessary?  if  necessary,  it  should  be  done  now. 
I  havfi  visited  that  place  today,  and  have  fre- 
quently visited  it,  although  not  specially  for 
this  purpose.  Anybody  living  in  South  Boston, 
Dorchester  or  at  the  South  End,  can  see  at  once 
the  necessity  of  some  other  means  of  getting  to 
South  Boston  and  Dorchester  from  the  South 
End  than  by  going  aiound  by  Mt.  Pleasant 
and  through  Cottage  street,  or  down  by  Dover- 
street  Bridge.  There  is  a  distance  of  a  mile  and  a 
half  intervening  between  Dover-street  Bridge 
and  the  streets  leading  from  Dorchester  and  South 
Boston  to  the  South  End.  From  the  very  first  day 
of  seeing  tbe  plan  of  that  place  anybody  will 
come  to  the  conclusion  tnat  it  is  necessaiy  to  build 
the  street ;  that  the  street  is  needed  for  the  con- 
venience of  the  people  of  South  Boston,  the  South 
End,  and  Dorchester  and  the  whole  of  the  city. 
I  heard  a  gentleman  say  the  other  evening  that 
South  Boston  got  an  immense  amount  of  money 
expended  for  its  benefit.  It  is  unfair.  It  is  not 
so.  Here  is  the  Auditor's  report  of  last  year, 
1873-4.  Of  the  $6,400,000  spent  for  street  wid-nings 
not  $100,000  was  spent  in  South  Boston.  This  mat- 
ter is  not  for  the  benefit  of  South  Boston  alone, 
but  for  the  whole  city.  I  say  it  is  an 
absolute  necessity  for  the  people  of  the  South  End 
and  Doichester  to  have  some  other  means  of  com- 
munication with  South  Boston  than  over  Dover- 
street  Bridge  or  around  by  Rbxbury.  Then  the 
next  question  is,  if  it  is  necessary,  should  it  be 
done  now?  Is  this  the  time  to  do  it?  Are 
the     finances     of    the    city   in     such   a   condi- 


tion as  to  warrant  the  voting  of  $400,000  or 
$500,000  for  this  improvement?  I  know  the 
feeling  prevails  in  the  community  that  we 
must  curtail  our  expenses.  I  believe  in  cur- 
tailing extravagance,  but  I  do  not  bel'eve  in 
keeping  away  that  which 's  necessary  or  leaving 
usdone  that  which  ought  to  be  done  simply  to 
show  that  we  are  lowering  the  rate  of  taxation, 
when  next  year  we  must  tack  it  on  and  increase 
the  rate.  I  do  not  believe  that  it  is  true  economy. 
It  reminds  me  of  the  Dutchman  who  shortened 
his  blanket  by  cutting  off  at  one  end  and  putting 
on  at  the  other.  The  role  this  year  seems 
to  be  that  the  rate  of  taxation  must 
be  lowered  and  the  gentlemen  know 
that  expenditures  are  left  out  in  order  to  cut 
down  the  rate  and  show  that  the  expenses  are  not 
so  great  this  year  as  last.  But  next  year  they  will 
have  to  come  on  and  perhaps  put  the  rate  up  to 
$15  or  $16.  I  say  it  is  not  rigUt.  Do  today  what 
is  necessary  to  be  done  and  let  tomorrow  take  care 
of  itself.  1  say  this  is  necessary  and  expedient. 
It  is  as  good  a' time  as  any  other  to  build  this 
street.  You  must  do  it  sometime.  You  talk 
about  the  credit  of  the  city ;  it  is  as  good  today  as 
at  any  other  time.  You  talk  about  the  poverty  of 
the  treasury;  it  is  ia  as  good  condition  today  as 
at  any  other  time.  The  city  can  borrow  money  as 
readily  now  as  it  can  two  or  three  years  from  now. 
The  next  thing  is,  should  we  contribute  our  share 
of  $100,000  to  raise  the  grade  of  this  railroad  ?  The 
act  says, 

"The  said  railroad  company  shall  at  its  own  ex- 
pense change  the  grade  of  said  railroad  to  con- 
form to  the  grade  fixed  by  said  Board  of  Railroad 
Commisiioaers  within  one  yea'  after  the  fixing  of 
said  grade.  *  *  *  The  Supreme  Judicial  Court 
shall  have  jurisdiction  in  equity  to  compel  com- 
pliance with  all  orders,  decrees  and  judgments  of 
the  said  Board  of  Railroad  Commissicneis  made 
under  the  authority  of  this  act." 

Now  tb6  law  seems  to  be  a  great  obstacle  in  the 
way  of  many  membeis  of  this  Board,  who  intend 
to  vote  against  this  order  altogether.  They  cer- 
tainly have  a  right  to  offer  amendments,  even  if 
they  are  opposed  to  the  bill.  I  do  not  object  to 
that.  I  do  it  myself.  Evea  if  I  am  opposed  to  a 
bill  I  will  try  to  perfect  it.  1  agree  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  6  that  if  this  railroad  doesn't 
raise  its  own  grade,  and  we  should  change  it,  we 
cannot  have  recourse  against  the  railroad.  I 
know  that  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  can 
compel  them,  if  they  hive  any  money,  but 
if  not,  how  can  they  do  it?  The  load 
is  in  a  shaky  condition  ;  1  suppose  it  is  practically 
bankrupt;  there  is  nothing  in  the  treasury.  The 
question  is,  are  we  willing  to  run  that  risk,  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  is  the  only  obstacle.  It  is  the 
only  thing  that  sticks  with  me,  whether  this  road 
will  ever  be  in  a  condition  to  pay  this  money  or 
whether  it  will  be  able  to  pay  it  this  year  or  next 
by  the  decree  of  the  court.  But  I  say  that  even 
if  the  city  of  Boston  has  got  to  pay  for  raising  the 
grade  of  tha*  road  at  its  own  expei.se,  that  the 
money  expended  upon  that  roadway  will  come 
back  in  raising  the  value  of  land,  increasing  tax- 
ation and  bringing  land  into  the  market  that 
never  will  be  worth  anything  until  that  street  is 
built.  For  that  reason  I  shall  vote  for  the  pas- 
sage of  this  order. 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Ward  15 — The  gentleman  from 
Ward  7  stated  that  my  figures  were  not  correct. 
I  refer  him  to  City  Document  No.  27,  the  report  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Streets  of  work  done  in 
South  Boston.  It  amounted  to  $151,606.96.  I  take 
my  statement  from  the  official  document,  and  I 
think  you  will  find  it  there.  With  regard  to  this 
matter  of  Swett  street,  now  oefore  the  Council, 
at  a  previous  meeting  of  the  Council  I  endeavor- 
ed to  have  this  matter  postponed,  for  reasons 
which  I  then  stated,  that  if  all  public  improve- 
ments were  to  be  suspended,  then  this  should 
also  be  deferred ;  but  as  the  Council  did  not 
agree  with  me,  I  am  satisfied  they  intend  to  hear 
all  cases  upon  their  merits,  and  if  deemed  proper 
carry  them  out.  Since  the  matter  has  come  before 
us  I  have  endeavored  to  get  all  tbe  information  I 
could  upon  the  subject.  I  have  consulted  with 
my  constituents  in  the  northerly  part  of  Ward  15, 
where  there  are  quite  a  number  of  mechanical 
and  manufacturing  interests,  and  have  been  told 
by  almost  every  three  out  of  four  that  this  street 
would  be  a  benefit  to  that  section  ;  that  they  hava 
a  great  many  supplies  coming  from  South  Bos- 
ton, and  they  are  now  obliged  to  go  around  by 
Roxbury  or  else  over  Dover-street  Bridge.  A't 
the  further  end  of  Dover-street  Bridge  there  is 
great  difficulty  in  crossing  the  tracks  with  loaded 
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teams,  and  for  that  rear  on  it  would  be  quite  con- 
venient to  cross  farther  up.  I  have  been  out 
there  this  afternoon  to  examine  the  territory.  It 
is  the  first  time  I  have  seen  it  in  about  17  years. 
I  tnink  I  was  the  first  person  to  ouild  a  factory  on 
that  street.  It  was  ingl837  or  1838.  I  gave  it  up, 
having  had  no  call  in  that  direction.  Very  little 
improvement  has  been  made  in  that  direction 
since.  There  is  a  large  territory  of  200  acres  there 
which  appears  to  be  within  the  two-and-a-half- 
mils  circuit  of  Boston  where  there  is  no  im- 
provement going  on.  a  territory;, which  for  me- 
chanical purposes  cannot  be  equalled.  Carry- 
ing this  street  through,  and  increasing  the  tax- 
able property  m  that  section,  it  might  be  a 
food  operation  for  the  city  of  Boston. 
see,  sir,'  by  the  papers  of  the  assessors  that 
Ward  13  pays  taxes  on  a  real-estate  valuation  of 
$9,491,000.  That,  sir.  is  the  smallest  taxation  of 
any  ward  in  the  city  except  Ward  21.  Most  of  the 
other  wards  pay  on  over  $20,000,000.  My  own 
ward  p?ys  on  about  $28,490,000.  Now,  if  by  im- 
proving that  tenitory  we  can  bring  Ward  13  up  so 
that  sha  will  be  among  thj  respectable  wards  in 
tax  paying,  it  seems  to  me  that  this  would  not  be  a 
large  outlay.  As  I  stated  the  other  evening,  I  have 
no  cioubt  of  its  convenience  so  far  as  public  travel  is 
concerned,  but  it  will  be  some  years  before  a  large 
amount  of  travel  crosses  there  and  a  large  busi- 
ness is  located  there.  I  have  no  doubt  it,  will  p;  ove 
a  general  public  convenience,  and  if  the  appropri- 
ation is  reduoec  to  the  smallect  amount  necessary 
to  carry  it  out  I  shall  vote  for  it.  In  looking  over 
the  territory  this  afternoon  it  seemed  to  me  that 
it  would  be  better  for  the  whole  territory 
if  the  railroad  crossed  at  grade.  I  can- 
not see  that  it  will  make  any  difference 
for  the  next  ten  years.  In  regard  to  the 
territoiy  if  the  city  intends  to  extena  the  sewer- 
age in  that  direction,  I  suppose  the  street  should 
be  built  for  that  purposo  that  the  whole  territory 
should  be  drained  and  brought  to  some  use.  I 
still  think,  however,  that  the  city  should  take  the 
whole  of  the  South  Bav  property  aud  fill  as  mueh 
of  it  each  year  as  will  be  demanded  for  manufac- 
turing uses,  thereby  insurina-  a  proper  laying  out 
of  this  teiritory  m  respect  to  streets  and  other 
proper  restrictions,  instead  of  permitting  the  own- 
ers to  go  on  and  improve  as  each  one  thinks  best 
for  i heir  present  benefit,  without  any  regard  to 
the  future  If  the  Council  would  permit  me  I 
would  like  to  read  a  few  sections  from  the  report 
of  the  legislative  commHtee  of  last  year  on  the 
South  Boston  flats.  The  report  was  submitted  in 
January,  1875.  This  was  a  very  able  committee. 
They  had  been  at  work  all  summer  and  had  held 
quite  a  number  of  hearings  with  the  intention  of 
recommending  large  terminal  facilities  at  South 
Boston.  They  say  in  reference  to  South  Bay  and 
Tort  Point  Channel : 

SOUTH  BAV  AND  FORT  POINT  CHANNEL. 

"While  considering  the  matter  of  bridging  Fort 
Point  Channel,  the  committee  were  brought  unan- 
imously to  the  conclusion  that,  at  no  very  distant 
day,  the  whole  area  of  that  channel  and  of  South 
Bay  would  be  filled,  and  better  accommodations 
for"  what  commercial  business  is  uow  done  there, 
be  provided  elsewhere.  The  old  theory,  so  long 
and  teuaciously  adhered  to,  that  the  existence  of 
this  bay  and  channel  was  essential  to  'scour'  the 
main  channel  of  the  harbor,  has  been  abandoned, 
and  takes  its  place  with  the  other  exploded  theo- 
ries which  State  boards  have,  from  time  to  time, 
employed  themselves  in  inventing  and  promul- 
gating. In  the  sixth  anaual  report  of  the  Board 
of  Harbor  Commissioners,  they  say, 'We  have  no 
objection  to  this  project  of  filling  up  South  Bay 
ana  Fort  Poiut  Channel,  on  the  ground  of  their 
physical  relation  to  Boston  Harbor,  for  the  reason 
that  this  relation  is  not  so  important  that  it 
should  control  the  decision  of  the  question,'  and 
they  base  their  opposition  to  the  fining  solely  on 
the  ground  of  the  'sacrifice  of  commercial  facili- 
ties.' With  the  development  of  South  Boston 
flats,  on  some  plan  similar  to  that  before  propos- 
ed, all  the  commercial  facilities  which  are  needed 
in  this  vicinity  would  be  furnished,  and  that  with- 
out the  necessity  of  passing  through  seven  or 
eight  bridges.  Owners  of  property  in  this  region 
are  now  moving  their  busi  Less  to  Dorchester  Bay 
and  other  points,  where  they  can  avoid  thp  tax, 
in  the  shape  of  increased  freights,  which  vessels 
charge  for  delivering  merchandise  above  draws. 
When  all  the  bridges  now  projecting  across  Fort 
Point  Channel  shall  be  built,  the  cost  of   deliver- 


ing merchandise  in  South  Bay  will  be  largely  in- 
creased. The  inevitable  tenoency,  when  the  ac- 
commodations shall  be  offered,  will  be  for  those 
now  located  on  South  Bay  to  seek  tide  water  be- 
low the  bridges.  The  lar  d  acquired  by  filling  the 
bay  a- d  channel  would  be  more  valuable  as  land 
than  as  water,  and  the  addition  of  South  Boston  to 
the  city  proper,  by  means  of  solid  ground,  would 
greatly  increase  the  value  of  property  in  that  sec- 
tion of  the  city.  Another  reason  for  the  rilling, 
and  one  more  important,  perhaps,  than  all  otheis, 
is  the  -anitary  reason.  Toe  dearh  rate  of  Boston 
is  very  large.  As  the  population  of  the  territory 
drained  by  South  Bay  increases,  the  sewage 
emptying  here,  with  no  strong  current  to  carry  it 
off,  must  become  a  source  of  foul  exhalations, 
spreading  sickness  and  disease.  This  condition 
is  unavoidable,  and  the  remedy  is  to  fill  the  bay 
and  channel,  leaving  a  culvert  sufficiently  large 
to  receive  the  sewage  matter  and  convey  it  to 
deep  water  i  a  the  harbor.  By  making  solid  land 
of  this  channel  the  expense  of  maintaining  the  nu- 
merous brieges  across  it  would  be  avoided,  and 
this  expense  must  increase  year  by  year.  The 
land  thus  obtained,  situated  near  tide  water  and 
railroads,  would  be  very  valuable  for  manufactur- 
ing and  other  purposes.  Two  very  ablecommit- 
tres  ot  tho  Legi  lature  have  carefully  considered 
this  subject,  and  unanimously  r&commendec  such 
action.  -Their  views  given  at  some  bngth,  may 
be  found  in  House  Documents,  No.  76,  of  the  year 
1868,  and  No.  240,  of  1870.  The  first  committee 
consisted  of  Messrs.  J.  N.  Marshall,  S.  W.  Bower- 
man  and  George  O.  Brastow  of  the  Senate,  and  F. 
W.  Bird,  Joshm  C.  Stone.  Avery  Plumer,  George 
Heywood,  Levi  Stockbridge  and  W.  J.  R.  Eva  is, 
of  the  House.  The  second  was  a  committee  of  the 
House  only,  and  comprised  Messrs.  F.  W.  Bird, 
Moses  Kimball,  John  I.  Baker,  T.  L.  Nelson, 
Avery  Plumer,  A.  G.  Fav,  S.  M.  Crosby,  J.  A.  P. 
Allen  and  Linus  M.  Childs." 

These  committees  were  all  composed  of  men  of 
great  ability,  and  I  think  every  one  of  them 
thought  something  should  be  done  for  that  sec- 
tion for  sanitary  purposes  ;  and  although  I  have 
been  favorable  to  having  the  city  take  the  other 
property  and  lay  it  out  at  the  same  time,  if  the 
improvement  can  be  carried  out  at  a  less  expense 
in  the  way  proposed,  this  street  may  bring  about 
that  oli  ject. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  see  no  objection  to  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  v\?ard  6.  I 
hope  it  will  be  adopted.  I  would  call  for  the  pre- 
vious question. 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Ward  15  -By  the  estimate  of  the 
Street  Commissioners  1  find  that  in  the  $475,000  is 
included  an  estimate  of  land  damages  amounting 
to  |$117,540.  Then  they  say  on  page  5  that  the 
value  of  laid  damages  is  $38,944.  I  would  like  to 
inquire  of  tin  committee  if  that  amount  has  been 
deducted?  Hit  has  not,  it  seems  to  me  tnat  the 
estimate  is  coo  large  by  nearly  $40,000.  If  that  is 
the  case  I  should  wish  to  have  the  appropriation 
reduced  that  amount. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— It  1  remember  aright,  that 
is  divided  in  this  way:  The  city  make  a  sort  of 
paper  payment  to  the  owners  of  this  land,  and 
they  pay  it  back  again  to  the  city.  That  is  about 
all  it  amounts  to.  It  is  all  done  on  paper,  and  no 
money  passes. 

The  main  question  was  ordered.  The  question 
was  on  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Kimball  to 
the  second  amendment  proposed  and  offered  by 
him.  The  two  amendments  were  adopted  success- 
ively; the  amendment  reducing  the  amount  from 
$476,000  to  $376,000  was  also  adopted,  and  the 
order  as  thus  amended  was  passed— yeas  51, 
nays  17. 

yeas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Barry,  Bent,  Board- 
man,  Brackett,  Burditr,  Burgess,  Cawley,  Clarke, 
Collins,  Coyle,  Cushman,  Damon,  Day,  Devereux, 
Duggan,  Fitzgerald, Fitzpatrick,  Flynn,  Harrigan, 
Hicks,  Hiscock,  Kelley,  Kingsbury,  Kingsley, 
Leighton,  Lot  g,  Moley,  Mooney,  Murray,  Newton, 
Noyes,  Osborne,  Parker,  Perkins,  Power,  Rice, 
Shaw,  Sibley,  Smith,  Stacey,  Train,  Trull,  Wal- 
bridge,  Walsh,  Whitcomb,  Whitmore,  Wilbur, 
Wiilcutt,  Wilson,  Woods— 50. 

Nays— Messrs.  Curtis,  Cushing,  Edwards,  Gold- 
thwait,  Guild,  Harmon,  Howes,  Jaques,  Kimball, 
Loring,  Page,  Pierce,  Sampson,  Sprague,  Sweet- 
ser,  Thacher,  Wadsworth— 17. 

Sent  up  for  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  the  Board 
adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MARCH    22,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Forty  travel se  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  April 
term  of  tbe  Superior  Court,  first  session ;  forty 
for  the  April  verm  of  tbe  same  court,  second  ses- 
sion, and  thirty-five  for  the  April  term  of  the  Su- 
preme Judicial  Court. 

THE  GAS   COMMISSION. 

The  following  was  received : 

Executive  Department,  ] 
City  hall,  Boston, 
Marcli  22, 1875. 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council:  Gentle- 
men— By  an  order  of  tbe  City  Council  passed  Jan. 
30,  1875,  I  was  requested  to  appoint  tbree 
Commissioners  to  make  certain  investiga- 
tions m  relation  to  the  manufacture  and 
supply  of  gas  for  public  and  private  lighting, 
tbe  commissioners  to  sei  ve  without  compensation. 
I  have  made  every  effort  to  secure  the  services  of 
gentlemen  who  possess  the  requisite  qualifications 
for  the  position,  but  I  find  it  impossible  to  do  so 
without  making  some  compensation  therefor. 
The  subject  is  one  of  great  importance  to  the  citi- 
zens of  Boston,  as  shown  in  the  hearings  before 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  last  year  on  the  petition 
for  the  establisinnent  of  a  new  gas  company;  and 
the  investigation  contemplated  by  the  order 
would  undoubteoly  furnish  information  of  great 
value  in  determining  the  future  policy  of  the  city 
with  lespectto  the  supply  of  illuminating  gas. 
As  it  appears  that  nothing  can  be  done  under  the 
present  order,  f  respectfully  submit  the  whole 
matter  to  the  City  Council,  to  take  such  further 
action  thereon  as  it  may  deem  best  for  the  in- 
terest of  the  city.  "Samuel  C.  Cobb, 

Mayor. 

Alderman  Stebbins— As  stated  byhisHonor  the 
Mayor  in  the  conanunication  which  has  just  been 
read,  a  deep  interest  has  been  manifested  by  the 
citizens  generally  in  the  question  of  a  supply  of 
illuminating  gas  for  tbe  city  of  Boston.  It  has 
been  more  especially  manifest  since  the  hearing 
before  this  Board  last  year.  A'  stated,  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  has  been  unable  to  tind  persons  suita- 
ble to  serve  on  the  commission  wno  would  do  so 
without  pay;  and,  deeming  it  both  advisable  and 
desirable  that  such  a  commission  shall  be  ap- 
pointed,! have  taken  the  liberty  of  having  an 
order  prepared,  which  I  will  now  offer : 

Ordered,  That  the  order  passed  Jan.  30,  1875,  re- 
questing the  Mayor  to  appoint  tbree  commission- 
ers to  make  certain  investigations  in  relation  to 
the  manufacture  and  supply  of  illuminating  gas, 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  amended  so  as  to  au- 
thorize the  Mayor  to  compensate  tbe  commission- 
ers tor  their  services;  the  amount  of  said  compen- 
sation, together  with  all  other  expenses  incurred 
in  making  the  investigations  authorized  in  said 
order,  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  $5000,  and  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Incidentals. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Communication  and  order  sent  down. 

petitions,  etc.,  referred. 

To  the  Committee  on  Market.  E.  K.  Goodall, 
for  leave  to  transfer  lease  of  Stall  No.  3,  New 
Faneuil  Market  to  James  H.  Barker. 

E.  Smalley  et  al.,  in  tavor  of  Mercantile  wharf 
in  preference  to  India  wharf  as  a  vegetable  mar- 
ket. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
George  F.  Mulliken  et  al.,  that  vacant  land  be- 
longing to  the  city  in  the  rear  of  East  Newton 
street,  be  properly  drained. 

To  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  North- 
ampton-street District.  Notice  of  the  Institution 
for  Savings  in  Roxbury  of  dissatisfaction  with  the 
assessment  tor  raising  grade  of  estate  42  Prescott 
place. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  P.  W.  Gordon 
for  license  to  sprinkle  certain  streets  in  Charles- 
town  with  salt  water. 

Boston  &  Providence  Railroad,  for  edgestones 
and  paving  in  Columbus  avenue,  between  Feidi- 
nand  and  Berkeley  streets. 

John  W.  Hollis,  for  abatement  of  sidewalk  as- 
sesment  on  Cambridge  street,  Ward  19. 


Henry  B.  Stratton,  that  a  street  out  of  N  street, 
between  Seventh  and  Eighth  streets,  be  named 
Harris  street  or  Albion  street. 

Nathaniel  J.  Bradlee  et  al,.  that  the  sidewalk  in 
Pembroke  street,  in  front  of  St.  Maik's  Church, 
be  paved.  * 

G.  H.  Moseley.for  license  to  sprinkle  Harrison 
avenue  and  other  streets  with  salt  water. 

John  W,  Olmstead  et  al.,  tor  the  grading  of 
Grampian  way. 

Mary  Gallagher,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  at 
97  and  99  Cabot  street. 

Anna  Moriarty  AVright,  for  payment  of  a  claim 
for  construction  of  bank  wall  on  Foster  street, 
Ward  19. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  W.  J.  Griffiths,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  stable  for  two  horses  on  Dix  street,  near 
Adams  street,  Ward  16. 

Charles  Cune,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new  wooden 
stable  for  four  horses  on  Pearl  street, between  Ev- 
erett and  Auburn  streets,  Ward  19. 

METROPOLITAN  RAILROAD. 

Al'ierman  Stebbins  presented  the  petition*  of  A. 
P.  Foster  and  190  others;  Tbonws  Maner  and  366 
others;  J.  Bennett  and  176  others;  James  A.  Lee 
and 378  others;  and  J.  R.  Henderson  and  250  oth- 
ers—severally in  aid  of  the  petition  of  the  Metro- 
politan Railroad  Company  tor  loj.ttion  ij  Wash- 
ington, Milk  and  Devonsnire  streets. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Paving. 

STEAM  ENGINES. 

The  petition  of  W.  and  J.  Strider  for  leave  to 
locate  a  stsarn  engine  and  boiler  at  1755  Washing- 
ton street,  was  considered  on  an  order  of  notice. 
No  one  appeared  to  object,  and  the  petition  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Orders  to  pay  for  land  damages,  etc, :  Asher 
Ratshesky,  $11,020,  North  Centre  street;  John  J. 
Dowd,  $1357.50,  Sha  vmut  avenue;  T.  Remick 
et  al.,  $468,  Purchase  street;  William  W.Baker, 
trustee,  $46,926,  Beach  street;  Nancy  Breen, 
$2400,  Leverett  street.    Severally  passed. 

Orders  to  pay  for  grade  damages — Jeremiah 
Sheehan,  $400, 119  and  121  Cabot  street;  Patrick 
McDev:tt,  $400,117  Cabot  street;  Mark  Lynch's 
heirs,  $300, 115  Cabot  street;  Edward  D.  Sohier 
etal.,  trustees,  $4327.40,  24  and  26  Kil by  street; 
Michael  Gately's  heirs,  $400,  7  Weston  street; 
Catherine  E.  McCoole,  $300,  113  Cabot  street. 
Severally  passed. 

FIRE  INSPECTOR. 

The  order  for  Mayor  to  petition  for  an  act  to 
establish  the  office  of  Fire  Inspector,  the  salary  of 
said  officer  to  be  paid  by  the  Underwriters' 
Union  (City  Doc.  No.  39),  was  considered  under 
the  bead  of  unfinished  business,  the  question  be- 
ing on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Alderman  Quincy — Tbe  Committee  on  Fire  De- 
partment asked  that  this  order  might  be  printed 
that  members  might  have  an  opportunity  to  read 
the  iepoit  and  satisfy  themselves.  It  seemed  to 
the  committee  that  members  would  have  but  to 
read  the  order  to  be  satisfied  that  it  was  an  im- 
provement upon  the  present  system,  and  that  it 
would  appeal  to  their  common  sense  as  proper.  ' 
The  Underwriters' Union  being  glad  to  pay  the 
salary  of  the  inspector  that  the  experiment  may 
be  tried  without  any  expense  to  the  city,  it 
seemed  to  the  committee  that  there  could  be  but 
one  opiuion  on  the  subject.  If  objections  are 
made,  I  will  endeavor  to  answer  them;  otherwise, 
I  will  not  longer  occupy  the  time  of  the  Board 
upon  a  matter  which  1  think  must  commend  itself 
at  once  to  all  who  have  read  tbe  order. 

Alderman  Stebbins — The  objectionable  feature 
in  this  ordtr  is  tbe  giving  of  this  officer  great  pow- 
ers by  which  he  can  summon  witnesses,  enter 
buildings,  unci  do  other  things  which  might  prove 
injurious  were  the  officer  notone  of  the  rightkind. 
I  do  not  know  that  such  powers  are  conferred  up- 
on similar  officers  in  other  cities;  if  they  are  it 
might  be  well  to  try  it  here ;  but  it  seems  to  me 
that  to  ask  the  Legislature  to  pass  an  act  giving 
an  officer  such  powers  might  be  rather  objection- 
able. 

Alderman  Quincy— The  powers  are  very  much 
the  same  as  are  gi  anted  to  tne  fire  marshal  of 
.New  York  and  tbe  fire  inspector  of  Baltimore. 
The  reason  we  wish  to  try  the  experiment  here  is 
the  great  cumbrousness  of  the  machinery  for  hold- 
ing a  fire  inquest,  and  which  has  a  tendency  to  in- 
crease incendiarism.  It  is  an  experiment  which 
has  worked  extremely  well  in  other  cities.  The 
idea  of  making  the  Inspector  a  city  officer,  to  be 
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paid  by  the  underwriters,  was  borrowed  from  the 
city  code  of  Baltimore.  In  New  York,  the  officei , 
with  all  these  powers,  is  paid  by  the  city.  "We 
supposed  there  would  be  opposition  to  establish- 
ing; another  paid  officer  for  the  Fire  Department; 
but  finding  this  the  case  in  the  city  of  Baltimore, we 
report  this  order  substantially  in  imitation  of  the 
Baltimore  provision.  I  have  here  the  report  of 
1873  of  the  Fire  Inspector  to  the  Mayor  and  City 
Council  of  Baltimore,  with  an  extiact  from  article 
18  of  the  city  code,  establishing  the  office : 

"The  JV1  ayor  at  his  discretion  may  commission  as 
fire  inspector  such  person  as  may  be  named 
by  the  fire  insurance  companies  of  the  city  of  Bal- 
timore, or  a  majority  thereof,  such  inspector  to 
be  paid  by  said  companies.  And  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  said  Inspector  to  examine  into,  report  up- 
on, and  keep  a  record  of  all  fires  occur  tiiigju  said 
city,"  etc. 

Then,  by  a  recent  act  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  Maryland  the  duties  of  the  inspector  are  de- 
fined : 

"Section  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  fire  in- 
spector to  institute  investigation  iuto  the  cause 
of  such  fires  as  may  occar  in  the  city  of  Balti- 
more, whenever,  in  his  judgment,  the  occasion 
demands  it,  and  for  the  purpose  he  shall  have 
power  to  issue  subpoenas,  and  administer  oaths, 
and  compel  the  attendance  of  witnesses  before 
him  by  attachment  or  otherwise;  all  subpoenas 
issued  by  him  shall  be  m  such  form  as  he  may 
prescribe,  and  shall  be  directed  to  and  served  by 
any  constable,  police  officer,  sheriff  or  coroner  of 
Baltimore  city;  any  witness  who  refuses  to  at- 
tend to  testify  in  obedience  to  such  subpoeua, 
shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  contempt,  and  be  pun- 
ishable by  him  as  io  cases  of  contempt  in  civil  cas- 
es ;  provided  that  said  officer  shall  not  have  juris- 
diction to  try  any  person  or  persons  charged  *ith 
commission  of  a  crime,  for  the  purpose  of  inflicting 
punishment  therefor,  but  shall  make  a  written 
report  of  the  testimony  to  the  State's  attorney, 
and  institute  criminal  prosecutions  in  all  cases 
■where  there  appears  to  him  to  be  reasonable  and 
probable  causes  for  believing  that  afire  has  been 
caused  by  design." 

The  New  York  Fire  Marshal  has  greater  powers 
than  these.  He  has  not  only  the  right  to  cause 
arrests,  but  the  right  to  make  arrests.  I  have 
communicated  with  the  Fire  Marshal  in  the  city 
of  New  York  and  he  has  given  me  statistics  show- 
ing a  great  decrease  in  tne  number  of  suspicious 
fires,  the  cumber  of  co  victions  obtained  and  the 
general  belief  in  the  community  that  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  office  the  large  decrease  in  the 
number  of  incendiary  fires  is  due.  I  cannot  see 
what  objection  there  can  be  to  clothing  this  offi- 
cer with  power  to  collect  the  evidence  upon 
the  spot,  if  necessaiy,  upon  which  the 
courts  shall  act.  The  advantage  of  making 
him  a  city  officer  is  that  he  will  be 
a  greater  terror  to  evil  doers  tha:*i  if  he  were  ap- 
pointed by  the  underwriters,  who  agree  to  pay  his 
salary,  while  the  city  appoints  him  and  gives  him 
the  authority  of  a  city  officer.  "We  shall  have  the 
advantage  of  definicg.hi?  duties  by  ordinance  and 
calling  for  his  reports,  while  the  underwriters 
will  have  an  onportunity  to  prescribe  in  what 
manner  he  shall  report  to  thein ;  while  if  either 
the  underwriters  or  the  Fire  Commissioners  ave 
dissatisfied  with  him,  they  can  apply  to  the 
Mayor  for  his  removal.  I  think  it  may  result  in 
the  greatest  possible  good,  and  without  expense 
to  the  city.  It  is  an  experiment,  aad  of  coiuse 
may  fail ;  but  the  chances  are  that  it  is  likely  to 
prove  valuable  to  the  city,  and  I  think  it  should 
be  tried. 

Alderman  Barrage— Can  the  gentleman  state 
what  the  present  law  is  upon  the  subject,  so  that 
we  can  act  understandingly? 

Alderman  Quincy— I  cannot  repeat  exactly  all 
the  machinery  necessary  to  institute  a  fire  inquest 
at  the  present  time;  but  an  application  has  to  be 
made  to  a  court  and  a  jury  has  to  be  summoned. 
It  was  first  necessary  for  a  majority  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  to  certify  to  the  justice  of  the  Muni- 
cipal Court  that  it  is  a  case  which  requires  investi- 
gation, and  in  the  only  case  which  has  occurred 
recently  it  took  five  days  to  get  a  jury  appointed. 
That  the  machinery  is  very  cumbrous  is  shown  in 
the  fact  that  it  is  very  seldom  resorted  to. 

Alderman  Power — Tnere  is  one  other  matter  of 
importance  that  I  have  not  yet  heard  touched 
upOn.  This  officer  will  have  great  power  to  in- 
volve somebody  in  a  large  expenditure  of  money. 
Now,  who  is  to  bear  the  expense  of  these  inquests  ? 
This  officer  is  to  have  greater  power  than  any 
other  man  in  Boston — greater  than  any  judge  of  a 


court.  There  are  certain  forms  to  be  complied 
with  before  any  court  can  summon  a  person  be- 
fore it.  This  officer  is  to  have  power  to  summon 
witnesses  and  hold  coui  t  anywhere  and  at  any 
time;  are  the  underwriters  going  to  pay  the  whole 
expense  of  this?  If  they  are  I  am  willing  to  run 
the  risk  of  the  appointment.  It  is  a  matter  that 
concerns  them,  and  they  should  pay  all  the  ex- 
penses attending  it. 

Alderman  Harris— I  anticipated  something  of 
that  kind  from  my  own  interpretation  of  the  or- 
der, and  to  cover  the  views  of  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  12  I  will  offer  the  following  amendment : 

"All  the  expense  connected  with  the  establish- 
ment of  said  office,  or  incurred  in  the  investiga- 
tions made  by  said  officer,  shall  be  met  by  the  Un- 
uerwriters'  Union." 

Alderman  Quincy — It  seems  to  me  to  be  mis- 
taken ground  •which  the  Alciernnn  assumes, 
that  the  whole  expense  should  be  borne  by  the  un- 
derwriters, and  in  considering  that  it  regards  the 
interest  of  the  underwriters  alone,  as  distinct 
fiom  the  public,  when  they  are,  in  fact,  identical. 
For  instance,  if  we  allow  the  crime  of  incendiarism 
to  spread,  because,  forsooth,  we  think  it  is  none 
of  our  business  to  assist  the  uuoei  writers  to  pro- 
tect themselves,  it  would  be  adopting  the  policy 
of  cutting  off  the  nose  to  spite  the  face;  while 
if  we  reduce  the  losses  by  fire  to  a  minimum, 
the  ratis  of  insurance  will  be  corresponding- 
ly reduced.  As  to  the  matter  of  witness  fees, 
grant  that  that  may  come  upon  the  city;  I 
consider  that  a  small  matter.  But  the  question  is 
whether  it  may  not  be  considered  money  well 
spent.  Suppose  that  our  great  fire  was  of  incen- 
diary origin ;  and  suppose  that  one  or  two  convic- 
tions, previously  gained,  had  caused  the  incendiary 
to  extinguish  his  torch,  would  not  the  money 
spent  for  witness  feesbave  been  well  invested?  It 
seems  to  me  it  would.  The  witness  fees  would 
be  a  mere  drop  in  the  bucket  for  the  city  to  pay; 
though  if  we  were  to  be  so  "magnanimous"  as  to 
request  the  underwriters  to  assume  them,  I  have 
no  doubt  they  would  do  so. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  think  it  would  be 
proper  for  this  amendment  to  pas; .  We  ate  deal- 
ing with  und-rwriters  who  are  paid  for  protecting 
city  property  against  loss  by  fire.  It  is  their 
busmess  to  ascertain  wno  is  the  incendiary ;  it  is 
our  duty  to  convict  the  man  whom  the  Fire  In- 
spector causes  to  be  arrested;  and  I  think  the 
city  should  not  be  put  to  the  expense  of  an  inves- 
tigation whethei  there  is  an  incendiary  fire  or  not. 
It  seems  to  be  just  as  much  a  part  of  taeir  duty  to 
pay  the  cost  of  the  preliminary  investigation  as  it 
is  to  pay  the  salary  of  the  Inspector.  If  they  are 
willing  to  pay  the  salary  of  the  Inspector  they 
should  consent  to  psy  for  finding  the  incendiary; 
and  if  h^  is  found  it  is  proper  for  the  city  and 
county  to  pay  for  his  conviction,  and  not  before. 
In  my  opinion  it  is  reducing  the  matter  of  the  ex- 
pense to  a  fine  point. 

Alderman,  r/rescott— If  the  argument  of  the  Al 
derman  from  the  Highlands  is  followed  out,  he 
would  support  an  order  compelling  the  under- 
writers to  pay  the  expense  of  a  fire  department. 
It  is  undoubtedly  for  the  interest  of  the  insurance 
companies  that  most  vigorous  steps  should  be 
taken  to  prevent  incendiary  fires,  and  to  ascertain 
the  causes  of  fires ;  and  it  is  also  for  the  interest 
of  the  citizens  of  Boston  that  it  should  be  done. 
The  law  does  not  now  requi.e  the  underwriters  to 
pay  the  witnesses  fees;  and  why  should  they,  if 
this  order  is  passed  ?  There  are  pi  o visions  for  fire 
inquests  uovr,  but  the  proceedings  are  so  cumber- 
some and  impracticable  that  scarcely  any  have 
been  held.  This  order  provides  that  these  in- 
quests may  be  taken  hold  of  by  some  party  who 
can  be  present  at  the  fire  and  follow  it  up ;  and  it 
seems  to  me  perfectly  proper  that  the  city  should 
assume  the  expense  of  witness  fees  in  the  latter 
case  as  in  the  former — lr  the  future  as  in  the  past. 
The  city  has  to  do  so  now  ;  why  hot  in  the  future? 

Alderman  "Worthington — Will  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  tel'  us  why,  if  the  underwriters 
pay  one  portion  of  the  expense,  they  should  not 
pay  the  other  ?  "Why  the  city  should  not  pay  the 
salaiy  if  it  pays  the  witnesses'  fees?  "Why  not 
assume  the  whole  as  well  as  a  part?  It  is  just  as 
broad  in  one  case  as  in  the  other.  Here  is  a  thing 
the  underwriters  come  and  ask  us  to  do.  We  get 
into  it  and  find  there  is  considerable  expense  for 
witnesses,  and  they  want  us  to  pay  it.  Are  the 
underwriters  so  very  poor  that  they  cannot  bear 
the  expense?  It  is  proper  for  them  to  foot  the 
whole  bill  until  they  find  the  incendiary,  and  then 
the  city  or  county  will  come  in  and  convict  him. 
It  is  the  part  of  the  citv  to  convict  him.     The  un- 
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darwriters  are  paid  for  insuring  property  against 
loss  by  fire;  they  wain  greater  facilities  for  pro- 
tecting property,  and  come  and  ask  the  City  Gov- 
ernment to  aid  them.  They  say  they  will  pay  the 
bills;  but  we  stop  and  say,  "You  pay  the  salary 
and  we  will  pay  the  witness  fees."  Why  sbould 
they  not  pay  both  ?    I  cannot  see  any  difference. 

Aliierman  Quihcy— I  should  certainly  make  no 
opposition  to  the  city  assuming  the  whole,  as  in 
New  York,  aud  sbould  think  the  money  well  laid 
out.  The  committee  had  reason  to  suppose  that 
any  proposition  emanating  from  the  (Tire  Commis- 
sioners v(  ould  be  received  with  less  favor  at  city 
hall  than  by  citizens  generally,  and  we  aid  not  at- 
tempt to  do  this  until  the  underwriters  came  for- 
ward and  offered  to  pay  their  share  ot  the  ex- 
pense. I  have  no  doubt  the  underwriters  will 
accept  both,  but  I  cannot  vote  for  any  such 
amendment. 

Alderman  Power— It  seems  to  me  that  the  salary 
of  tins  officer  would  be  but  a  trifling;  item  com- 
pared with  the  expense  attending;  the  citation  of 
his  office.  It  has  always  been  my  opinion  that  the 
most,  if  not  all,  iheie  incendiary  flies,  are  caused 
by  the  underwriters  themselves,  by  insuring;  for 
almost  any  amount  that  people  will  pay  premiums 
on.  I  don't  think  anyone  can  dispute  that.  They 
take  great  risl?c  where  there  is  but  little  property. 
I  think  the  city  of  Bosto q  has  done  about  ad  it 
should,  and  spent  about  all  the  money  it  should, 
to  helo  maintain  the  insurance  companies 
of  this  and  other  cities.  We  have  about 
doubled  oar  expendtures  in  the  Fire  De- 
partment, on  account  of  the  pressure  brought 
to  bear  upon  this  Government  by  the  un- 
derwriters and  agents  of  insurance  companies. 
A.nd  row  they  come  and  ask  us  to  establish  this 
office,  and  pay  the  expense  of  it,  to  aid  them  in 
evading  the  payment  of  losses  which,  in  most 
cases,  are  caused  by  their  own  faults.  I  think 
that  is  going  a  little  too  far.  The  more  I  look  at 
this,  the  more  I  thrnk  it  will  be  creating  a  most 
arbrtrary  power  for  the  person  who  uses  it.  It 
seems  to  pie  that  there  are  good  reasons  for  sur- 
I'ouadinj' this  sort  of  thing  with  the  safeguards 
with  which  it  is  now  surrounded.  There  was 
good  reason  for  putting  all  these  safeguards 
about  it,  or  it  would  not  be  hampered  the  way  it 
is  now.  There  were  529  actual  fires  in  this  city 
for  the  year  ending  Feb.  28, 1874.  Tbat  will  give 
you  au  idea  of  the  expense  that  this  officer  can  in- 
volve somebody  in ;  and  it  seems  to  me  you  ought 
to  be  very  careful  how  you  create  such  an  officer 
with  the  power  tbat  this' order  gives  him. 

Alderman  Quiucy— The  position  taken  is  that 
the  interest  of  the  underwriters  is  distinct  from 
ours,  and  that  they  have  no  business  to  call  upon 
us  for  help.  If  I  owned  a  stock  of  goods,  and  my 
house  was  burned  down  tecause  my  neighbor,  en- 
couraged by  the  success  of  incendiary  crimes,  set 
his  store  on  fire,  it  seems  to  me  that  if  the  city 
had  been  willing  to  strike  hands  with  the  under- 
writers, and  obtain  convictions,  it  might  have 
caused  that  man  to  think  twice  before  lighting  his 
torch.  Bat  I  don't  wish  to  take  this  "magnani- 
mous attitude"  of  asking  the  Underwaters  to  pay 
the  whole  expense,  though  no  doubt  they  will  as- 
sume it  if  asked  to  do  so. 

Alderman  Power — Any  one  might  infer  that  the 
city  of  Boston  was  deficient  in  its  duty  of  protect- 
ing property,  and  of  enacting  laws  for  that  end. 
The  gentleman  knows  we  have  vigilant  officers; 
that  the  great  increase  of  the  Fire  Department 
was  for  patrols  to  go  about  the  city  and  watch  for 
incendiary  fires  and  aid  the  underwrites;  we 
have  courts  to  carry  on  the  law  department;  we 
have  vigrlant  officers  constantly  on  guard  watch- 
ing for  criminals  of  all  descriptions,  and  they  are 
about  as  suie  to  be  brought  to  justice  here  as  in 
any  other  city  in  the  Union.  And  it  seems  to  me 
there  is  no  city  in  the  country  that  has  tried  so 
hard  and  spent  so  much  money  to  save  property 
from  destruction  by  fire. 

The  amendment  of  Alderman  Harris  was  lost— 4 
for,  7  against. 

Alderman  Power— The  Alderman  has  said  that 
this  matter  of  getting  at  a  fire  inquest  is  now  sur- 
rounded by  a  great  many  aifficulties,  and  that 
while  we  are  providing  means  to  look  into  a  mat- 
ter there  is  so  much  delay  that  an  incendiary 
might  escape.  Perhaps  it  is  so,  and  peihapsthat 
difficulty  ought  to  be  got  rid  of.  But  I  don't  know 
anything  about  it,  and  as  I  suppose  it  is  a  matter 
tbat  will  not  suffer  by  a  short  delay,  I  move  that 
it  be  specially  assigned  for  Monday  next  at  five 
o'clock,  P.  M. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  hope  that  motion  will  not 
prevail.    If  there  is    any  necessity   for   action  we 


ought  to  take  it  now.  It  is  doubtful  now,  if  we 
get  this  order  through  the  oi her  branch  whether 
the  Legislature  will  receive  it.  We  shall  have  to 
ask  them  to  make  an  exception  in  our  favor.  The 
later  it  is  in  getting  to  the  State  House,  the  small- 
er the  chance  of  their  suspending  the  rule  requir- 
ing a  vote  of  four  fifths  to  admit  new  business. 

Alderman  Buriage — I  am  hardly  prepared  to 
vote  for  this  01x161'.  It  seems  to  me  it  would  be 
better  to  apply  for  an  amendment  to  the  statute. 
While  the  present  statute  may  be  one  extreme, 
it  seems  to  me  that  this  pronosed  proceeding  is  a 
little  too  summary.  At  any  rate,  I  think  the  order 
had  better  not  be  passed  at  present. 

The  motion  to  specially  assign  was  lost — 4  for,  7 
against. 

Alderman  Prescott  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  tiie  order  was  passed— yeas  7,  nays  5. 

Yeas— Akermen  Bigelow,  Claik,  O'Brien,  Pope, 
Prescott,  Quincy,  Viles— 7. 

Kays — Aldermen  Burrage,  Harris,  Power,  Steb- 
bins,  Worthington — 5. 

Subsequently  Alderman  Quiucy  said  it  was  de- 
sirable to  send" the  order  to  the  Legislature  as  soon 
as  practicable,  and  he  moved  a  reconsideration  of 
the  last  vote,  hoping  it  would  not  prevaU.  Alder- 
clerman  Hai  ris  called  for  the  yeas  aud  nays,  and 
the  motion  was  lost — yeas  5,  nays  7,  the  Aldermen 
voting  in  the  same  relative  position  as  before. 

PAPERS     FROM  THE    COMMON     COUNCIL    FOR  CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Order  to  appropriate  $300,  in  addition  to  pre- 
vious amount,  for  supply  of  soup  to  indigent  per- 
sons.   Passed. 

Order  to  allow  and  pay  $200  per  annum  for  r  ^nt 
of  armory  of  Company  C,  Fourth  Battalion  of  In- 
fantry, on  Hancock  "street,  Ward  16,  beginning 
Jan.  1, 1875.  Laid  on  the  table  on  motion  of  Alder- 
man Worthington -who  desired  the  members  to 
visit  the  spot  and  examine  the  location — 6  for,  5 
against. 

SWETT  STREET. 

The  order  for  a  loan  of  $476,000,  for  widening, 
building  and  extending  Swett  street  from  Albany 
street  to  Dorchester  avenue,  came  up  with 
amendments  to  fix  the  loan  at  $376,000  instead  of 
$476,000,  and  to  add  to  the  order  the  words,  "pro- 
vided that  no  part  of  said  sum  shall  be  used  or 
expended  for  the  purpose  of  changing  the  grade 
of  the  railroad  referred  to  in  chapter  387  of  the 
acts  of  1874"  ;  and  that  said  street  shad  not  be  con- 
structed until  such  grade  is  changed  by  the  rail- 
road company,  or  an  agreement  therefor  is  made 
by  said  company  with  the  city, 

The  question  was  on  concurrence  in  the  amend- 
ments. 

Alderman  Bigelow — I  should  like  a  little  more 
time  before  acting  upon  this  measure.  It  has 
come  back  from  the  other  branch  with  several 
arnendents,  the  bearing  of  which  1  w&uld  like  to 
understand  more  fully  than  I  'do  at  present.  I 
move  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Streets. 

Alderman  Wortbiigton — I  trust  we  shall  not  re- 
fer it  to  the  Committee  on  Streets  again.  It  has 
been  before  them  and  the  Street  Commissioners 
for  the  past  three  years.  Last  ye;r  the  commis- 
sioners took  it  up  early  in  the  year  ana  worked  on 
it  all  summer  with  a  great  deal  of  care.  After  they 
had  f  uily  matured  what  they  wanted  to  be  done  for 
the  benefit  of  the  sewerage  of  the  city,  and  for 
having  a  connecting  road  between  South  Boston 
and  the  Highlands,  they  reported  it  to  this  Board 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
who  then  took  it  up  and  labored  upon  it.  Ic  was 
the  feeling  of  the  committee  th  t  nothing  sbould 
be  done  if  the  abutters  would  not  pay  a  portion  of 
the  expense.  The  abutters  and  owners  of  land  in 
the  vicinity  were  called  before  the  committee. 
We  had  two  meetings.  The  abutters  came  forward 
and  agreed  to  pay  $60,000  m  cash  aud  give  $40,000 
worth  of  land  if  the  street  could  be  built,  and 
the  committee  took  obligations  from  those 
men  to  comply  with  the  agreement.  Those 
papers  have  all  been  signed.  The  order  again 
came  to  this  Board  and  was  passed.  It  v/ent  to 
the  Council,  and  after  four  weeks'  deliberation 
they  have  placed  around  it  all  the  safeguards  that 
it  is  possible  to  place  around  it.  There  is  nothing 
there  that  can  possibly  work  to  the  injury  of  the 
city.  The  Committee  oa  Streets  are  perfectly  sat- 
isfied with  those  amendments;  they  are  willing  to 
have  them  placed  there.  When  the  Committee  on 
Streets  and  the  Street  Commissioners  considered 
the  sum  of  $476,000  they  were  well  aware  that 
the  New  York  &  New  England  Railroad 
were    ar^ov     obligations     to     pay     their    pro- 
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portion  of  the  expenses,  although  I  can 
see  thar  there  is  some  ri>k  about  the  city  getting 
its  pay  if  the  street  was  built  and  the  order  stood 
as  it  originally  did.  But  as  it  is  now  we  run  no 
risk  at  all.  We  are  to  build  tne  street  and  leave 
them  to  pay  their  share,  and  we  snail  probably 
manage  in  some  way  to  compel  the  road  or  the 
bondholders  or  the  trustees  to  build  it.  The  city 
does  n't  run  any  risk.  It  is  true  that  unless  the 
street  is  built  befoie  next  July  that  the  city  will 
lose  $100,000.  I  think  no  one  will  doubt  the  pro- 
priety of  having  Swett  street  built.  Any 
one  who  attempts  to  go  from  Ward  13  to 
South  Boston  will  see  it  at  once.  South 
Boston  is  a  very  important  portion  of  the 
city;  it  is  growing  rapidly  in  population  and  busi- 
ness, and  there  is  a  necessity  for  this  street  for  the 
heavy  traffic  going  from  the  centre  and  south  part 
of  the  city  in  that  direction,  andjor  the  convenient 
handling  of  merchandise.  It  must  go  there.  The 
South  Boston  flats  are  soon  to  be  filled  up,  and 
will  make  about  600  acres ;  the  Boston  &  Albany 
Railroad  have  some  sixty  acres,  the  New  York  & 
New  England  Railroad  some  twenty  or  thirty 
acres,  and  the  city  of  Boston  aud  the  State 
of  Massachusetts  will  have  some  300  or  500 
acres  when  toe  fiats  are  filled  up  to 
deep  water,  as  they  are  to  be ;  arrangements 
are  being  made  by  the  Bostou  &  Albany  Railroad 
for  slips  for  eight  large  steamers  to  land  there 
and  take  merchandise  to  and  from  the  great  West. 
We  now  have  Edward  Atkinson's  plan  for  a  rail- 
road from  the  Boston  &  Albany  road  at  Weston 
to  South  Boston,  expressly  for  the  transportation 
of  merchandise.  It  will  have  conoections  with 
the  Boston  &  Albany,  the  Massachusetts  Central, 
the  Fitchburg  and  the  other  northern  roads,  so 
that  freight  may  be  easily  lauded  at  South  Bos- 
ton. It  will  also  be  a  good  centre  for  landing 
freight  from  over  the  great  Poughkeep- 
sie  route  that  we  all  hear  so  much  about 
and  are  soon  to  have.  It  will  connect 
with  the  tunnel  and  be  the  great  landing 
and  shipping  of  merchandise  to  and  from  the  East 
and  West.  Before  many  years— indeed,  within  a 
few  years — South  Boston  will,  in  the  opinion  of 
many  of  our  leading  merchants,  be  the  great 
landing  place  for  grain  and  produce  and  merchan- 
dise. Then  there  is  anothtr  thing  that  should  be 
done  at  once.  We  are  talking  about  the  health 
of  the  city,  of  improving  our  system  of  sewerage 
and  draining  Boston  Highlands  through  to  Ja- 
maica Plain.  And  how  can  you  do  it?  By  bring- 
ing a  sewer  down  and  emptying  it  into  Back  Bay? 
No.  But  yau  can  do  it  by  carrying  a  sewer,  6% 
feet  in  diameter,  clown  through  Dedham  street 
across  Swett  street  into  Dorchester  Bay.  That  por- 
tion of  the  great  west  part  of  the  city  cannot 
be  properly  drained  till  Swett  street  is  built. 
The  city  of  Boston  is  uuder  indictment  today  for 
employing  a  sewer  in  the  Back  Bay  basin.'  We 
have  already  appointed  a  commission  to  investi- 
gate that  subject.  There  is  no  question  but  the 
plan  of  Mr.  Bradley,  the  Superintendent  of  Sew- 
ers, is  correct,  and  that  the  sewerage  should  be 
emptied  into  Neponset  River.  I  hope  this  older 
will  not  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
tout  that  the  amendments  will  be  concurred  in 
and  the  work  commenced  at  once. 

Alderman  Prsscott— I  have  been  very  much  in- 
terested by  the  gentleman's  speech.  It  has  em- 
braced all  the  leading  topics  of  importance  dis- 
cussed by  the  daily  journals  for  the  last  year  or 
two, — the  Poughkeepsie  route,  the  Boston  &  Al- 
bany steamship  lines,  sewerage,  the  health  of  the 
city,  the  needs  of  South  Boston,  how  much  busi- 
ness South  Boston  will  do;  and  if  Souta  Boston 
does  all  that,  probably  it  will  have  to  be  extended 
down  the  harbor  as  far  as  Lovell's  Island.  But 
I  should  like  to  know  in  regard  to  these 
amendments  to  this  order.  Three  important 
amendments  have  been  added  in  the  Com- 
mon Council,  none  of  which  were  offered  by 
a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the 
part  of  the  Council,  and  for  one,  my  vision  is  so 
obtuse  that  I  am  not  able  to  understand  it.  The 
gentleman  is  willing  to  accept  them,  but  really  I 
should  like  to  ask  of  some  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets  an  explanation  of  these  several 
amendments.  First,  in  regard  to  the  reduction  of 
the  amount  from  $476,000  to  $376,000.  Then  there 
is  an  amendment  providing  that  no  part  of  the 
money  shall  be  u*ed  or  expend  3d  in  changing  the 
grade' of  the  railroad;  also  that  no  part  of  the 
money  shall  be  expended  until  the  grade  of  said 
railroad  shall  be  fixed  by  the  Railroad  Com- 
missioners, or  by  an  agreement  between  the 
city    and    the    New    York     &     New     England 


Railroad.  Now  I  wish  to  know  if  that 
$376,000  is  sufficient  to  extend  Swett  street  from 
Albany  street  to  the  railroad  on  this  side,  and 
from  Dorchester  avenue  to  the  railroad  on  the 
other  side,  what  are  to  be  the  definite  terms?  We 
should  know  something  about  it.  The  Alderman" 
says  the  Com  ojittee  on  Streets  a~d  Street  Com- 
missioners will  "probablj  manage''  some  way  to 
fix  this  with  the  railroad.  That  is,  you  provide  a 
certain  sum  of  money  to  extend  the  street  from 
one  point  to  another,  and  from  one  end  to  another 
point,  and  you  leave  a  space  between  the  two 
points  entirely  unsettled  and  unprovided  for. 
That  is  the  condition  of  the  order  as  it  is 
now.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  motion  to  re- 
fer to  the  committee  is  a  proper  one;  that 
these  amendments  should  be  considered  by  the 
committee  in  consultation  with  the  commission- 
ers, that  some  definite  explanation  of  all  these 
interests  may  be  made  and  we  may  understand 
the  exact  situation  of  this  affair.  As  I  said  be- 
fore, my  vision  is  too  obtase  to  understand  this 
matter  at  the  present  time.  I  am  not  willing  to 
vote  for  the  order  in  this  shape,  even  if  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets  in  consultation  with  the  Street 
Commissioners  may  probably  manage  some  way 
to  fix  the  matter  with  the  railroad. 

Alderman  Power  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Clark— As  has  been  stated,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets  have  had  this  matter  under  con- 
sideration for  the  past  three  years,  and  they,  as 
well  as  the  Street  Commissioners,  have  given  it  a 
great  deal  of  attention;  but  until  the  past  year 
they  were  not  able  to  make  satisfactory  arrange- 
ments with  the  Harbor  Commissioners  in  regard 
to  the  displacement  of  tide  w«ter  and  the  kind  of 
bridge  to  put  thure.  Neither  have  they  been  able 
to  make  satisfactory  arrangements  with  the 
abutters  for  the  prices  of  land  and  the  betterment 
to  be  received  for  the  construction  of  the  streets. 
During  the  past  year  satisfactory  arrangements 
were  made.  After  six  months'  work  by  the  com- 
missioners, in  consultation  with  the  Committee  on 
Streets,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  accent  the 
terms  and  carry  out  this  project.  The  estimated 
cost  of  building  this  street  was  $476,000,  but  in 
that  was  included  $40,000  for  land  to  be  given  to  us , 
and  $60,000  to  be  paid  as  betterments,  so  that  the 
reduction  of  $100,000  by  the  Council  places  it  pre- 
cisely where  the  commissioners  originally 
are  to  get  a  return  for 
the  agreements  are  all 
and  in  City  Hall  today. 
of  land  to  be  taken  in 
constructing  the  street  is  given  to  us;  but  it  was 
necessary  in  making  the  estimates  to  put  in  the 
extreme  amount,  so  that  it  could  not  be  said  that 
they  had  put  in  false  estimates  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  it  through  the  City  Council.  There  is 
not  the  slightest  oojection  to  this  reduction ; 
$376,000  is  all  that  it  was  proposed  to  spend  upon 
Swett  street.  So  much  for  amendment  first. 
Now  as  to  amenument  second.  The  railroad  pays 
for  the  raising  of  the  grade.  That  is  the  law 
passed  by  the  Legislature  in  1874:  it  is  made 
compulsory  on  the  railroad  to  raise  the  grade  of 
their  track  themselves,  or  lower  it,  if  ibatis  agreed 
upon  by  the  company  and  the  city;  and  if  an 
agreement  cannot  be  made  the  whole  subject  is  to 
toe  referred  to  the  Railroad  Commissioners  upon 
the  application  of  either  party;  and  when  that 
board  fixes  the  grade  at  which  the  railroad  shall 
cross,  either  over  or  under  the  street,  they  are  to 
change  the  grade  of  the  tracks  within  one  year  at 
their  own  expense. 

For  the  information  of  the  Board  the  Alderman 
read  the  act,  dwelling  with  stress  upon  ths  section 
relating  to  the  change  of  grade  by  the  railroad, 
at  their  own  expense,  and  then  continued — 

This  street  has  been  dsemed  of  sufficient  im- 
portance for  the  last  five  years  for  the  Legislature 
to  take  action  upon  it.  It  is  not  a  subject  of  very 
little  importance,  as  the  Alderman  from  Ward  9 
would  have  you  understand.  It  is  n't  to  be  sup- 
posed that  he  would  vote  for  it  either.  No  arrange- 
ment could  be  made  for  the  extension  of  Swett 
street  that  would  be  satisfactory  to  him.  He  is 
opposed  to  it  all  through;  he  opposed  it  single- 
handed  in  the  last  Board,  and  ic  the  only  Alder- 
man in  the  present  Board  who  opposes  it. ' 

Alderman  Prescott— I  wa<  one  of  four  Aldermen 
in  the  old  Board  who  voted  against  it. 

Alderman  Clark— I  retract  that  statement,  tout 
he  is  certainly  the  only  member  of  this  Board  who 
opposes  it.  If  the  railroad  and  the  city  cannot 
agree  upon  a  grade  at  which  this  road  shall  cross 
their  tracks,  the  Railroad  Commissioners  thave 
power  to  fix  the  grade.  That  is  one  of  the  statutes 
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of  the  State,  and  the  city  is  to  be  at  no  ex- 
pense for  making  the  change.  That  arrangement 
was  made  by  the  Legislature  in  1874  in  regard  to 
this  same  identical  street,  sotbat  the  amendments 
which  have  been  attached  to  it  by  the  Council  are 
perfectly  pioper,  and  will  undoubtedly  be  carried 
out  by  whoever  has  the  work  ot  constructing  the 
street  in  charge.  It  has  been  proposed  and  un- 
derstood that  this  street  was  to  be  built  m  ac- 
cordance with  the  statute  uf  1874,  and  it  has  al- 
ways been  supposed  tbat  the  road  will  bu  com- 
pelled to  do  everything  the  law  requires.  It  is  as 
plain  as  A  B  C  that  the  law  requires 
them     to     make      such      alteratioi-s      in      the 

trade  as  are  necessary.  We  have  three  able  and 
iscreet  Railroad  Commissioners;  tint  board  was 
created  for  just  such  purposes  as  this.  When 
there  is  a  diffeience  of  ooinion  between  a  com- 
munity and  a  railroad  corporation  they  are  the 
parties  to  whom  we  look  for  justice;  and  in  tbis 
case,  if  the  grade  cannot  be  agreed  upon  by  the 
city  and  the  corporation  the  Railroad  Commis- 
sioners have  power  to  fix  toe  grade,  and  the  rail- 
road is  compelled  by  the  statute  to  change  it  at 
their  own  expense,  So  this  second  proviso 
amounts  to  nothing.  We  accept  it,  but  it  was 
never  contemplated  to  have  the  lowering  or  rais- 
ing tbe  grade  done  at  the  expense  of  the  city. 
Now,  the  third  amendment  is  all  very  well,  be- 
cause it  provides  that  no  money  shall  be  expend- 
ed until  the  grade  has  been  fixed  upon.  But  I  sub- 
mit whether  there  is  any  occasion  for  it.  There  is 
not  the  slightest  objection  to  it,  tor  no  committee 
would  construct  the  street  until  the  grade  of  the 
railroad  had  been  fixed  by  the  parties  in  interest, 
or  by  the  order  of  the  Railroad  Commissioners.  It 
would  be  absurd  to  build  the  street  until  the  grade 
of  tbe  railroad  is  fixed.  Tbe  committee  and 
Commissioners  on  Streets  are  unanimous  on  this 
subject  with  one  exception.  If  it  is  referred  to 
them,  they  could  do  nothing  different  from 
what  they  have  done.  If  we  appropriate  $100,000 
more  than  is  necessary  to  build  the  street  what  is 
left  goes  into  the  Sinking  Fund.  There  is  no  ring 
here  between  the  Committee  and  Commissioners 
on  Streets.  If  we  save  $50,000  [on  the  cost  we 
don't  propose  to  divide  it  among  ourselves.  But 
we  thought  it  was  better  to  make  a  large  estimate, 
and  they  made  it  precisely  the  same  as  though  they 
had  not  got  the  agreement  from  the  abutters  to  pay 
$100,000  in  land  and  money.  The  reason  this 
•ourse  was  pursued  was  because  the  City  Solici- 
tor informed  the  committee  that  it  was  the  only 
way  the  committee  could  get  back  any  money  for 
betterments,  inasmuch  as  tide  water  flows  over  a 
great  part  of  the  line  of  this  street.  It  was  ques- 
tionable whether  the  city  would  have  a  right  to 
assess  betterments  where  tide  water  flows.  So  it 
was  thought  best  to  make  an  agreement  with  the 
abutters  to  pay  into  the  treasury  $60,000.  That 
agreement  is  in  the  hands  of  the  city  offi- 
cials at  the  present  time.  I  don't  imagine 
there  is  any  occasion  to  go  into  an  argument 
in  regard  to  the  importance  of  this  street. 
It  has  been  acknowledged  by  the  past  Govern- 
ment, who  gave  it  a  very  careful  and  thorough  in- 
vestigation. Eight  Aldermen  out  of  twelve  voted 
for  it,  and  only  two  or  three  members  of  the 
Council  voted  against  it  last  year.  Alderman 
Cutter,  who  has  borne  the  reputation  of  being 
economical  at  all  times,  admitted  that  it  was  only 
a  matter  of  a  very  short  time  that  Swett  street 
would  have  to  be  built.  He  acknowledged  the  im- 
portance of  it.  His  principal  objection  was  that 
the  amount  should  be  put  into  the  tax  levy  for  the 
coming  year.  I  should  oppose  paying  now  for  a 
street  that  is  to  benefit  future  generations.  I 
don't  believe  it  is  our  duty  to  pay  tor  such  things 
as  we  go  along.  But  there  are  certain  things  we 
should  pay  for.  But  such  a  way  as  Swett  street, 
that  U  to  benefit  future  generations,  should  not 
be  paid  for  in  full  by  us.  This  will  im- 
prove hundreds  of  acres  now  lying  idle;  the 
lands  are  a  nuisance  and  a  breeder  of 
disease,  and  it  is  the  only  way  we  can 
successfully  take  the  sewage  from  the  Roxbury 
Canal  and  carry  it  to  deep  water.  The  Superin- 
tendent of  Sewers  is  waiting  tor  this  street  that 
be  may  carry  the  sewage  from  the  Roxbury  Ca- 
nal to  deep  water.  That  Roxbury  Canal  is  a  dis- 
grace, and  a  breeder  of  disease,  and  1  for  one  pro- 
teat  against  tbe  Committee  on  Paving  al- 
lowing matter  to  be  taken  from  it  to  sprinkle  the 
streets  of  Boston,  as  it  is  nothing  more  than  a 
main  sewer.  This  is  the  only  way  that  evil  can  be 
remedied.  Tbe  importance  of  this  whole  subject  is 
admitted  by  all,  and  it  is  not  to  be  presumed  that 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  would  pass  upon  an  ap- 


propriation of  three  or  four  huidred  thousand 
dollars  without  having  given  it  a  little  investiga- 
tion. Therefore  1  trust  that  the  requisite  number 
of  votes  will  be  obtained  to  concur  in  the  amend- 
ments. 

Alderman  Prescott— Even  after  the  explana- 
tions I  do  not  understand  just  bow  the  matter 
presents  itself  before  us.  Does  the  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Streets  mean  to  say  that 
$376,000  is  sufficient  to  carrv  this  street  through, 
when  they  first  asked  for  $476,000?  Will  $376,000 
cover  the  whole  expense?  I  cannot  exactly  un- 
derstand that.  No  member  ot  the  committee 
asked  to  have  the  appropriation  reduced,  and  yet 
the  committee  say  it  is  all  right,  and  that 
they  will  manage  to  fix  the  thing  some 
way  or  th<-  other.  In  regard  to  raising 
the  grade  I  don't  understand  that  it  was  to  be 
done  at  the  expense  of  the  railroad.  I  see  among 
the  estimates  of  the  majoiity  of  the  committee 
(City  Document  No.  107, 1873,  p.  4),  the  following: 
For  filling  to  raise  the  grade  of  the  Hartford  & 

Erie  Railroad  (including  slopes),  13,000  squares. 

at  $5 65,000 

Rip-rap   wall,   for  raising  railroad,  5000  square 

yards,  at  $1.50 7,500 

Displacement  of  tide  water  ou  account  of  rais- 
ing railroad,  17,000  cubic  yards 6,375 

Railroad  bridge  over  Swett  street 26,227 

Estimate  of  land  damages 117,540 

Wooden  sluiceway  under  Swett  street 9,789 

Paving,  or  macadamizing,  setting  edgestones, 

fencing,  etc 87,600 

Why  is  it,  if  all  this  raising  of  the  grade  is  to  be 
done  by  the  railroad,  that  these  items  are  in- 
cluded in  the  expense  of  extending  Swett  street? 

Alderman  Harris — Is  there  not  more  or  less 
doubt  as  to  tbe  solvency  of  the  railroad  ? 

Alderman  Prescott— There,  undoubtedly  is,  and 
for  that  reason  it  seems  to  be  unwise  to  redeme  the 
appropriation  from  $476,000  to  $376,000.  The  in- 
dividuals themselves  may  Dot  all  be  solvent, 
although  they  are  nnder  a  specific  bond  to  pay 
$60,000, 

Alderman  Harris — We  have  a  lien  on  the  land. 

Alderman  Worthington — The  land  pays  it. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  very  much  question  that. 
I  see  nothing  of  tne  kind  in  tnis  bond,  I  have 
heard  of  one  or  two  cases  where  the  city  has 
mortgages  to  seen*  e  itself.  The  bond  itself  seems 
to  me  to  be  insufficient. 

Alderman  Harris— Does  tbe  gentleman  under- 
stand that  there  are  mortgages  held  by  the  city 
on  the  land  ? 

Alderman  Prescott— I  understand  that  one  or 
two  parties  are  in  a  position  similar  to  that  of  the 
railroad,  and  the  city  has  taken  a  mortgage  to  se- 
cure the  payment.  It  has  been  told  me  that  these 
second  mortgages  would  be  good  because  of  the 
enhanced  value  of  the  land.  That  is  problemat- 
ical. It  still  seems  to  me  that  this  should  be  re- 
ferred to  tbe  Committee  on  Streets  to  ascertain 
whether  they  need  $476,000  or  $376,000. 

Alderman  Clark— The  $376,000  is  enough  to  build 
the  street  from  beginning  to  end,  and  it  can  be 
done  for  a  great  deal  less,  when  men  aoply  to 
do  tilling  at  $4  a  square  yard,  that  was  estimated 
at  $6.  We  asked  ror  the  outside  cost  because  we 
did  not  want  to  come  back  to  the  city  again.  We 
shall  get  back  a  large  amount  in  betterments 
also. 

Alderman  Prescott— Has  it  been  the  custom  to 
include  in  an  estimate  for  laving  out  a  street  the 
amount  to  be  received  in  betterments? 

Alderman  Clark— Universally,  and  the  amount 
so  received  goes  into  the  sinking  fund  to  pay  the 
debts  of  the  city.  Io  this  case  the  betterments 
are  agreed  to  be  paid  beforehand.  It  may  be 
that  the  bonds  are  not  good,  and  that  the  Street 
Commissioners  and  the  City  Solicitor  are  not 
shrewd  men,  but  the  bonds  are  to  be  made  to 
their  satisfaction.  These  estimates  aie  exceed- 
ingly liberal:  I  hope  the  street  will  be  built  for 
$300,000.  We  cannot  afford  to  wan  till  the  wharves 
are  built,  and  the  streets  are  extended.  The  pop- 
ulation of  South  Boston,  Roxbury  and  the  South 
End  is  rapidly  increasing,  and  the  means  of  com- 
munication is  needed.  The  entire  work,  even  if  we 
have  to  pay  for  raising  tbe  grade,  will,  I  believe, 
be  less  than  $376,000. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  lost— yeas  2,  nays  10— 
Aldermen  Bigelow  and  Prescott  voting  yea. 

Alderman  Worthington  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Alderman  Prescott  said  he  was  about  to 
do  the  same  thing,  and  desired  to  place 
himself  upon  record  as  opposed  to  the 
extension  of  Swett  street  at  the  present 
time.    He    did    not    consider    that    the    matter 
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had  received  careful  attention ;  it  was  brought  in 
at  the  la^t  meeting  of  the  last  Board  and  went  to 
the  other  branch  to  be  acted  upon  with  several 
other  important  matters,  and  it  was  left  as  a  lega- 
cy to  this  Government  to  provide  the  means. 
Certainly  no  measure  had  ever  been  pressed  by 
interested  parties  as  this  one  had  been,  by  land 
owners  on  South  Bay.  He  believed  the  amount 
agreed  to  be  contributed  by  the  abutters  but  a 
mere  pittance  of  what  they  should  pay. 

Allerrnan  Clark  admitted  that  it  would  enhaace 
the  value  of  land,  but  it  would  also  increase  the 
taxable  property  of  the  city,  and  no  one  would  be 
a  greater  gainer  by  it  than  the  city.  If  the  street 
had  Seen  bnilt  Ave  years  ago  they  would  almost 
have  saved  the  expense  by  the  increased  valua- 
tion of  land  in  South  Boston  and  the  Highlands, 
The  street  was  necessary  to  allow  the  easy  ap- 
proach to  South  Boston  by  the  ste  m  Are  engines 
in  case  of  a  conflagration. 

Alderman  Prescott  said  there  are  eight  engines 
already  iu  South  Boston. 

Alderman  Clark  said  they  might  have  a  great 
conflagration  there,  and  the  Fire  Commissioners 
do  not  wait  long  before  sounding  a  second  and 
third  alarm,  and  they  want  the  means  to  get  the 
engines  there  rapidly. 

The  amendments  weie  concurred  i,i — yeas  10, 
nays  2— Aldermen  Bigelow  and  Prescott  voting 
nay 

A  motion  to  reconsider  the  last  vote,  made  by 
Alderman  Clark,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail,  was 
lost. 

Alderman  Clark  in  the  chair. 

elections. 
Overseers  of  the  Poor.  A  report  came  from  the 
other  branch  nominating  James  L.  Little,  Isaac  T. 
Campbell,  Alanson  Bigelow  and  Heniy  W.  Picker- 
ing, and  Washington  L.  Prescott  (to  All  vacancy) 
as  Overseers  of  Poor.  The  report  was  accepted  in 
concurrence,  and  on  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy 
the  Board  proceeded  to  ballot.  Aldermen  Quincy 
aDd  Prescott  were  appointed  a  committee  to  col- 
lect and  court  votes.    They  reported — 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  for  a  choice , 7 

James  L.  Little 12 

Isaac  T.  Campbell.. 12 

Alanson  Bigelow 12 

Henry  W.  Pickering 12 

Washington  L.  Prescott 12 

And  they  were  declared  elected.  Certificate  sent 
down. 

Inspector  of  Lighters.  Certificate  of  the  elec- 
tion by  the  Common  Council  of  Charles  C.  Davis 
as  a  Weigher  and  Inspector  of  Lighters  in  place 
of  John  C.  Brooks,  chosen  by  this  branch.  Alder- 
men Harris  and  Pope  were  appointed  a  commit- 
tee to  collect,  and  count  votes.    Thev  repoited — 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

John  C.  Brooks  had 2 

Charles  C.  Davis 10 

and  Mr.  Davis  was  declared  elected  in  concur- 
rence. 

JAIL  EXPENSES   FOR  MAECH. 

A  requisition  was  received  from  the  Sheriff  of 
Suffolk  County  for  $2C68.76,  being  the  expenses  of 
the  jail  for  Mai  ch.    Approved  and  ordered  paid. 

THE  JURY  LIST. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  City 
Clerk,  transmitting  the  revised  list  of  jurors  for 
acceptance  by  the  Board  and  transmission  to  the 
Common  Council.    Accepted  and  sent  down. 

LICENSES. 

ilderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  leport?  as  follows: 

Innholder's  License  Granted  —  Herman  Saal- 
waechter,  22  Hudson  street. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted  —  Dennis  Flynn, 
211  Cambridge  street;  William  Tyler,  333y2  Han- 
over street;  Dennis  F.  Comee,  348  Charles  street. 

Victualler's  License  Refused— Alansoa  C.  Dwi- 
nell,  361  Shawmut  avenue. 

Innholder's  License  Refused— Owen  Coughlin,  77 
Harvard  street. 

Hack  License  Granted — T.  Lane,  corner  of 
Paris  and  Meiidian  streets,  East  Boston. 

Amusement  License  Granted— Robert  Pearson, 
to  exhibit  panorama  of  Jerusalem  at  Pine  street 
Church. 

Billiard  Licenses  Granted— Samuel  Roach,  578 
Washington  street  (Ave  billiard  tables  and  ten 
bowling  alleys);  Samuel  Roach,  corner  Portland 
and  Sudbury  street  (eight  bowling  alleys);  Mar- 
shall   Lincoln,  501    Washington   street    (sixteen 


billiard  tables);  George  R.  Custiing,  New  England 
House,  Blackstone  strt  et. 

Billiard  License  Transferred— Hicks  &  Bullock, 
75  Court  street,  to  S.  M.  S.  Pratt. 

License  to  deal  in  Second-hand  Articles  Trans- 
ferred- John  Fitzgerald,  275  Federal  street,  to 
Stephen  A.  O'Rourke. 

Severally  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  license  as  a  dealer  in  junk 
and  second-hand  articles  heretofore  granted  to 
Daniel  Lynch  at  72  Lincoln  street  be  and  is  hereby 
revoked  for  cause. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

STREET  DAMAGES,  ETC. 

Aldcman  Harris,  lor  the  Committee  on  Streets 
on  the  part  of  the  board,  submitted  the  following: 

Older  to  pay  Jonn  Keene  $416  for  laud  taken 
and  damages  occasioned  by  laying  out  and  widen- 
ing of  Charles  street,  in  Ward  16.  Read-twice  and 
passed. 

Ordered,  That  $800  be  ami  the  same  hereby  is 
abated  from  the  betterment  of  $2200  assessed  by 
the  Board  of  Stieet  Commissioners,  Dec.  10, 1874, 
upon  the  estate  of  the  heirs  of  Thomas  Tileston 
"on  Purchase  street,  next  estate  west  of  ao  estate 
of  the  Episcopal  City  Mission"  tor  the  widening 
of  said  Purchase  street,  a  portion  of  said  estate 
having  been  previously  assessed  to  the  amount 
herein  abated  as  an  estate  of  said  neits  "on  Pur- 
chase street  next  east  of  an  estate  of  Mary  Tile- 
ston's  heirs. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  that  $20  be  and  the  same  hereby  is 
abated  from  the  betterment  assessment  of  $100 
laid  by  order  of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
of  Jan.  30,  1875,  upon  the  estate  of  Edward  Per- 
kins, 219  and  221  Franklin  street,  for  the  widening 
and  extension  of  said  street — the  same  having 
been  erroneously  assessed— leaving  the  better- 
ment for  said  Perkins  to  pay  at  $80. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Harris,  tor  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
submitted  a  report  on  petition  of  Samuei  Brad- 
street,  et  al.,  with  an  order  of  notice  for  a  hearing 
on  Monday  next,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  the  ex- 
pediency of  constructing  a  sewer  in  Park  street, 
Charlestown,  between  Call  street  and  City  square. 
Order  passed. 

THE  RENUMBERING  OF    WASHINGTON  STREET. 

Alderman  Power  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
to  whom  was  recommitted  the  order  directing  the 
Superintendent  of  Stieets  to  renumbei  Washing- 
ton street  from  Haymarket  square 'to  such  a  ooint 
in  West  Roxbury  as  may  be  required  by 
public  convenience;  and  to  whom  were  re- 
ferred the  remonstrances  against  the  same; 
and  to  whom  was  also  referred  the  petition  of 
Charles  E.  Hall  &  Co.  et  aL,  that  the  name  of 
Charlestown  street  be  changed  to  Washington 
street  and  be  renumbered,  submitted  leports 
recommending  that  the  petitioners  and  remon- 
strants have  leave  to  withdraw,  and  that  the  order 
be  passed.  The  reports  were  accepted  and  the 
order  was  put  upon  its  passage. 

Alderman  Harris — What  expense  does  the  re- 
numbering of  Washington  street  involve? 

Aloerman  Power — The  committee  are  uriable  to 
say  just  what  expense  ic  will  involve  either  to  the 
city  or  to  the  citizens. 

Alaerman  Harris — Do  the  abutters  for  it? 

Alderman  Power — It  is  simply  tne  putting  on  of 
a  number,  and  thai  is  generally  done  by  the 
owners  or  occupants  of  estates  at  the.r  own  ex- 
pense. 

The  Chairman— The  order  does  not  contemplate 
any  expense. 

Alderman  Hariis— Can  it  be  done  without  anv 
expense?  C?,n  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  do 
this  work  without  incurring  more  or  less  ex- 
pense? 

The  Chairman — In  the  opinion  of  the  Chair, 
there  should  be  some  appropriation  named  for 
the  expense  to  be  charged  to  before  the  order  is 
passed. 

Alderman  Power— If  the  committee  had  thought 
it  was  going  to  involve  them  in  an  expenditure 
they  would  nave  put  it  in  the  order.  The  change 
is  generally  made  by  the  owners  and  abutters  on 
the  stieet.  The  number  of  the  estate  is  indicated 
on  the  record,  and  the  owners  of  the  estates  get 
their  estates  from  the  office.  I  think  there  is  a 
law  which  compels  the  city  to  put  a  certain  kind 
of  number  and  thfey  generally  use  a  small  lead 
figure,  though  they  are  hardly  ever  compelled  to 
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do  that,  if  they  are,  and  any  money  is  required, 
they  will  come  in  here  for  it. 
The  older  was  passed. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving;, 
submitted  the  following: 

Report  recommending;  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  Elizabeth  A.  D.  Bissett,  to  be  paid  for 
grade  damages  on  Havre  street.    Accepted. 

Reports  recommending  the  granting,  on  the 
usual  conditions,  of  petitions  of  M.  Driuan  &  Co. 
and  John  McDertnott,  Jr.,  for  leave  to  move 
wooden  buildings.    Severally  accepted. 

Report  on  oetition  of  Middlesex  Railroad  Com- 
pany, for  locations  in  Summer,  Lincoln,  and 
Beach  streets,  with  an  order  of  notice  for  a  public 
hearing  on  Monday,  April  12,  at  four  o'clock  P.M., 
to  all  parties  objecting.    Order  passed. 

Report  on  petition  of  Thomas  S.  Smith  et  al.. 
with  the  following: 

Ordered,  Thac  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  renumber  South  Market  street,  com- 
mencing at  Merchants'  row,  and  numbering  by 
consecutive  numbers  to  Commercial  street. 

Alderman  Power  asked  that  the  older  take  its 
second  reading. 

Alderman  .  Harris — Do  I  understand  that  the 
nurnbars  are  to  commence  on  Merchants'  row?  I 
think  they  begia  at  Commercial  stieet  now. 

Alderman  Burrage — I  believe  that  is  the  case. 
The  street  has  been  extended  towards  Atlantic 
avenue,  and  this  reverses  the  numbers  so  that 
they  will  be  continued  on  the  extension. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed. 

PERMITS  TO  BUILD. 

Alderman  Pope,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on  the 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings,  submitted  re- 
ports on  petitions  of  Fitcbburg  Railroad  Compa- 
ny, tor  leave  to  erect  wooden  building  on  their 
bridge  over  Charles  River;  and  Jamaica  Plain 
Gaslight  Comoany,  for  leave  to  erect  wooden 
building  near  Williams  street,  Ward  17;  severally 
recommending  the  passage  of  orders  authorizing 
the  issue  of  such  permits,  according  to  applica- 
tions on  file  in  the  department  for  the  Survey  and 
Inspection  of  Buildings.    Orders  read  once. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  re- 
ports recommending  the  granting  of  the  follow- 
ing petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables :  V.  F.  & 
A.  Tracy,  southeast  corner  Castle  street  and 
Shawmut  avenue;  Nathaniel  Whittier,  Arcadia 
street,  foot  of  Atherton,  Ward  15;  C.  E.  Stevens, 
private  court  oft  Cambridge,  near  North  Beacon 
street;  Robert  Treat  Paine,  Jr.,  for  extension  of 
time  in  which  to  build  a  stable  on  Culvert  stieet. 

Also  renort  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  A.  S.  Lewis  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  estab- 
lish a  lying-in  hospital  at  110  Court  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

COCHITTJATE  WATER  BOARD. 

Alderman  Prescott  presented  communications 
from  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  as  follows: 

Asking  for  authority  to  locate  post  hydrants  in 
different  sections  of  the  city  as  may  be  deemed 
expedient  after  consultation  with  the  Fire  Com- 
missioners.   Referred  to  Committee  on  Paving. 

Asking  for  au  appropriation  of  $100,000  to  pav 
for  pipe  already  contracted  for  the  extension  of 
the  water  supply  in  Wards  17  and  19.  Referred  to 
Joint  Committee  on  Water.    Sent  down. 

The  board  also  presented  a  communication  in 
relation  to  the  recent  oiaer  appropriating  $  1,500,- 
000  for  an  additional  supply  of  water,  etc.  It  was 
supposed  when  this  order  was  drawn  (and  the 
members  of  the  Water  Board  understood  the  City 
Solicitor  so  to  decide)  that  the  board  would  have 
authority  unon  iis  passage  to  place  the  whole 
work  under  contract,  and  the  appropriation  was 
to  be  used  in  making  payments  on  accounts  (to 
cover  the  estimated  expenses  of  the  year),  an  ad- 
ditional loan  to  be  made  when  the  above  sum  be- 
came exhausted.  Since  the  preparation  of  the 
work  for  contract  has  been  begun  it  has  been  de- 
cided by  the  Solicitor  that  the  board  has  no 
authority  to  make  contracts  in  amount  exceeding 
the  actual  appropriations  granted  by  the  City 
Council.  It  is  essential  to  the  prompt  and  eco- 
nomical performance  of  the  work  that  the  board 
should  not  be  restricted  in  tbeir  authority  to  con- 
tract for  doing  those  things  which  the  City  Coun- 
cil has  already  authorized  them  to  do,  and  they 
would  therefore  request  that  adequate  provision 
be  made  to  enable  them  to  proceed  with  the  work 
in  the  manner  best  calculated  to  secure  the  inter- 


ests of  the  city.    Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Water.    Sent  down. 

NORTHAMPTON-STREET  DISTRICT. 

Alderman  Stebbins  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  the  Northampton-street  Dis- 
trict, to  whom  were  referred  the  notices  from  J. 
E.  Fitzgerald,  Walter  Farn^worth,  James  E.  Root 
and  E.  J.  Jdhnson,  owners  in  part  of  certain 
estates  on  said  district,  setting  forth  that  they  are 
dissatisfied  with  the  assessments  for  raising  the 
grade  of  their, estates,  and  offeiing  to  surrender 
said  estates  to  the  city  as  provided  in  the  fourth 
section  of  chapter  340  of  the  acts  of  the 
year  1873,  having  considered  the  subject, 
beg  leave  to  report,  that  it  appears  from  the  opin- 
ion of  the  City  Solicitor,  which  is  appended  here- 
to, that  it  is  necessary  for  all  parties  having  any 
legal  interest  in  the  estates  to  join  in  the  notice 
before  the  city  can  proceed  to  take  the  property 
as  provided  in  the  act.  As  all  the  notices  thus  far 
received  are  incomplete,  a  portion  only  of  the  par- 
ties in  interest  having  joined  in  them,  no  further 
action  is  necessary  at  this  time  on  the  part  of  the 
City  Council,  For  the  committee, 

S.  B.  Stebbins,  Chairman. 
City  Solicitor's  Office,  2  Pemberton  ) 
Square,  Boston,  March  17, 1875.     f 

Mr.  Alderman  Stebbins :  Dear  Sir— To  avoid  all 
questions  of  the  city's  right  to  take  real  estate  in 
the  Northampton-street  District,  under  chapter 
340  ot  the  acts  of  1873,  it  will  be  advisable  not  to 
proceed  to  take  any  estate  unless  the  notice  re- 
quired by  section  4  is  given  by  all  the  patties  who 
have  any  legal  interesc  in  the  estate,  whether  in 
fee  simple,  urder  lease,  mortgage  or  otherwise. 
Mr.  Healy  concurs  in  the  above. 
Respectfully  yours, 

C'  F.  Kittredge, 

Assistant  City  Solicitor. 

The  report  was  accepted.    Sent  down. 

SALE  OF  BAGGAGE. 

Alderman  Stebbins,  for  the  Special  Committee 
on  Petition  of  Fitchburg  Railroad  Company,  for 
leave  to  sell  unclaimed  baggage,  reported  that  the 
baggage  had  been  examinee1  March  16,  and  the 
sale  tnereof  approved.    Accepted. 

ANNEXATION  OF  BROOKLINE. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Legislative 
Mattei  s  be  requested  to  have  the  city  represented 
before  the  Committee  of  the  Legislature  on 
Towns  in  support  of  the  petition  for  the  annexa- 
tion of  the  town  of  Brookliue  to  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  offer  that  Older  by  re- 
quest of  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Legis- 
lative Matters,  because  there  is  a  petition  before 
the  Legislature  from  certain  citizens  of  the  town 
of  Brookline,  asking  that  an  act  for  the  annexa- 
tion of  the  town  to  Boston  may  again  be  submitted 
to  the  people.  'A  hearing  has  been  assigned  for 
next  week.  Last  year,  when  a  similar  petition 
was  before  the  Legislature, Governor  Gaston,  who 
was  counsel  for  the  remonstrants,  objected  to  the 
appearance  of  the  committee,  because  the  Citv 
Council  had  never  authorized  them  to  appear. 
The  objection  was  finally  overruled,  and  the  com- 
mittee were  allowed  to  appear  and  conduct  the 
examination  as  they  thought  proper.  This  order- 
is  offered  that  the  city  may  be  propeily  represent- 
ed at  the  hearing. 

Alderman  Power— Do  I  understand  that  the 
representatives  of  the  city  are  to  appear  in  sup- 
port ot  the  petition  ? 

Alderman  Stebbins— In  support  of  it— yes,  sir. 

Alderman  Power— 1  am  not  rn  favor  of  the  an- 
nexation of  any  more  territory  to  Boston,  particu- 
larly a  territory  as  heavrly  in  debt  as  that  town  is. 
I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Alderman  Burrage— I  should  be  decidedly  op- 
posed to  the  annexation  of  any  other  terrrtory  be- 
sides Brookline,  which,  owing  to  its  peculiar  situ- 
ation, I  think  it  is  best  to  take  if  the  town  wishes 
to  come. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed— 
yeas  10,  nays  2;  Aldermen  Harris  and  Power  vot- 
ing nay. 

Sent  down. 

EXTRA  SERVICES. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  bill  of  John  L.  Cook,  police 
officer,  for  extra  services,  amounting  to  $25,  and 
chargeable  to  the  appropriatfon  tor  salaries,  be 
allowed  for  payment  by  the  Auditor  of  Accounts, 
the  same  having  been  approved  in  the  usual  man- 
ner. 
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Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

THE  NEW    CHARTER. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Qui ncy  it  was  voted 
that  when  the  Board  adjourn  it  be  to  eight  o'clock 
P.  M.,  for  tbe  purj-ose  of  considering  the  new 
draft  of  the  charter  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Subsequently  Alderman  Hams  moved  a  recon- 
sideration or'  the  vote,  stating:  that  if  it  prevailed 
he  should  move  to  adjourn  till  tomorrow  at  10  A. 
M.,  wben  they  could  come  in  with  clear  brains 
and  endeavor  to  comprehend  this  important  mat- 
ter of  the  city  charter. 

The  motion  was  lost — 5  for,  7  against. 

STREET-SWEEPING  MACHINES. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Health,  submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Health  be  and 
they  are  hereby  authorized  to  purchase  of  Henry 
N.  Stone  eight  street-sweeping  machines,  at  a 
cost  not  exceeding  $400  for  each  of  said  machines ; 
and  tbe  expense  thereof  to  be  charged  to  appro- 
priation for  Health. 

Read  once. 

INSPECTORS  OF  PROVISIONS. 

Alderman  "Worthington,  for  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Healtb,  who  were  ordered  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  accepting  chapter  29  of  the  acts  of 
1875,  entitled  "An  Act  to  provide  for  the  Appoint- 
ment of  Inspectors  of  Provisions  in  Cities  and 
Towns,"  reported  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee said  act  should  be  accepted  by  the  city. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  was 
on  the  acceptance  of  the  act. 

Alderman  Stebbins  asked  an  explanation  of  the 
act,  and  Alderman  Worthington  replied  that  there 
was  scarcely  any  change  ifrom  the  present  act, 
but  is  a  little  moie  strenuous,  and  defines  the 
duties  ot  Inspectors  a  little  more  plainly.  It  ap- 
plies to  cities  and  towns,  while  the  present  act 
applies  only  to  trie  city  of  Boston. 

Alderman  Stebbins  asked  if  it  repeals  the  pres- 
ent law  or  increased  the  force. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  it  repealed  the 
present  law,  but  does  not  alter  the  force  in  Boston. 


The  Chairman  read  the  act  for  tbe  information 
of  the  Board,  and  the  act  was  accepted. 
Sent  down. 

CLAIMS. 

Alderman  Worthingtou,  for  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Claims,  submitted  tbe  following: 

Report,  on  petition  of  Thomas  A.  Kelly,  to  be 
paid  for  injuries  to  his  horse  and  vehicle,  by  de- 
fect in  Ninth  street,  that  petitioner'  has  accepted 
$50  in  fall  settlement  of  his  claim.    Accepted. 

Reporcs  severally  recommending  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petitions  of  Charles  R.  Classen,  to  be 
compensated  for  personal  injuries  to  his  wife,  by 
a  fall  on  the  ice  in  Exchange  street;  and  L.  M. 
Wood,  to  be  compensated  for  personal  injuries 
received  by  his  child  on  account  of  a  panic  in  the 
Franklin  School.    Severally  accepted. 

Severally  sent  down. 

BRIGHTON  DISTRICT  COURT. 

Alderman  Prescott  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  con- 
sider uhe  expediency  of  providing  a  water  closet 
and  urinal  for  the  apartment  occupied  by  the  Mu- 
nicipal Court,  Brighton  District;  the  expense  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  County  of 
Suffolk. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  order  that 
no  action  be  taken  by  any  agent  of  the  city,  in 
the  construction  of  Swett  street,  until  further 
order  of  the  City  Council,  was  taken  from  the 
table,  and  on  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington 
it  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

COMMITTEE  OF  THE  WHOLE. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy  the  Board  took 
a  recess  till  eight  o'clock.  At  five  minutes  past 
eight  o'clock  tbe  Board  reassembled  and  went  into 
committee  of  tbe  wbole,  Alderman  O'Brien  in  the 
chair,  to  discuss  the  new  draft  of  the  city  charter. 
At  the  conclusion  of  the  session  in  committee,  Al- 
derman O'Brien  reported  that  they  bad  discussed 
several  amendments  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again. 
The  report  was  accepted  and  the  Board  adjourned 
to  4  o'clock  tomorrow  afternoon,  to  go  into  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  tbe  new  charter. 
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Adjourned  regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P. 
M.,  Alderman  Clark,  chairman,  presiding. 

Five  petit  jurors  were  drawn  for  tbe  United 
States  District  Court. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbius,  the  Board 
went  into  committee  of  tbe  -whole  on  tbe  new 
draft  of  the  city  charter,  Alderman  Quincy  in  the 
chair. 

The  committee  remained  in  session  until  nearly 
ten  o'clock,  when  thev  rose,  and  Alderman  Quincy 
reported  to  tntt  Board  tbat  ninety-two  sections  of 
the  charter  had  been  considered. 

Sections  83,  84,  85  and  86  (relating  to  tbe  office  of 
City  Treasurer) had  been  passed  over  on  motion  of 
Aldeiman  Buriagp,  who  submitted  amendments 
making  the  Treasurer  and  Collector  separate  offi- 
cers and  prescribing  their  duties. 

Tbe  amendments  were  ordered  to  be  printed, 
and  the  Board  adjourned  till  seven  o'clock  P.  M. 
tomorrow  to  continue  the  discussion  of  the  char- 
ter in  committee  of  the  whole. 


MARCH    24,    1875. 


Adjourned  mpyting  at  seven  o'clock  P.  M. 
derman  Clark,  chairman,  presiding. 
Alderman  Prescott  offered  the  following: 


Al- 


Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he 
is  hereby  authonzed  to  offer  a  reward  of  $1000  for 
tbe  arrest  or  the  detection  and  apprehension  of 
tbe  person  who  murdered  Mrs.  Margaret  B.  Bing- 
ham, at  he>'  residence  m  East  Boston,  on  the  22d 
instant;  said  sum,  if  paid,  to  be  charged  to  the 
appiopriation  for  Incidentals. 

Read  twice,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott, 
and  passed.    Sent  down. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Patrick  Woods, 
for  leave  to  move  a  wooden  building  from  Nor- 
folk avenue  to  Hampden  street,  corner  of  George. 

John  Cavanagh,  for  leave  to  move  a  wooden 
building  from  the  corner  of  Eighth  and  O  streets 
to  Sixth  street. 

REPORT. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
submitted  a  report  on  petition  of  John  Cavanagh, 
for  leave  to  move  a  wooden  building,  recommend- 
ing that  it  be  granted  on  the  usual  conditions. 
Accepted. 

THE  NEW  CHARTER. 

The  Board  went  into  committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  new  draft  of  the  city  charter,  Alderman 
Quincy  in  the  chair.  The  'committee  continued 
in  session  until  about  half-past  nine  o'clock,  when 
thev  rose,  and  Alderman  Quincy  reported  to  the 
Board  that  they  had  considered  as  far  as  the  121st 
section,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again.  The  report 
was  accepted. 

The  Board  then  adjourned  to  Monday  afternoon 
next  at  four  o'clock  P.  M. 
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Regular  weekly  rncetiug  at  7%  P.  M.,  Halsey  J. 
Boardman,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FR  M  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Petitions  of  George  F.  Millikeu  et  at.;  notice  of 
Roxbury  Institute  for  Savings,  and  requests  of 
Cochituate  Water  Board.     Severally  referred. 

Report  that  Thomas  A.  Kelley  has  accepted  $50 
as  his  claim  for  injuries  to  his  horse  and  vehicle 
from  a  defect  in  Ninth  street.    Accepted. 

Repot ts  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petitions  of  L. 
M.  Wood,  to  be  compensated  for  injuries  sus- 
tained by  his  child  at  the  Franklin  School,  and 
of  Charles  R.  Classen,  to  be  compensated  for  in- 
juries to  his  wife  from  a  fall  in  Exchange  street. 
Severally  accepted. 

Report  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  notices  of 
J.  E.  Fitzgerald,  and  others  of  dissatisfaction  with 
assessment  for  improvement  of  Northampton- 
street  District.    Accepted. 

Report  and  order  to  pay  bill  of  John  L.  Cools, 
police  officer,  for  $25.  Ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

Report  and  older  to  accept  "An  act  to  provide 
for  the  appointment  of  inspectois  of  provisions 
in  cities  and  towns."  Order  read  twice  and 
passed. 

Notice  of  indefinite  postponement  of  order  to 
stav  proceedings  on  Swett-street  district.  Placed 
on  file. 

Certificate  of  the  election,  by  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen, to  James  L.  Little,  Isaac  T.  Campbell, 
Alahson  Bigelow  and  Henry  W.  Pickering  as 
Overseers  of  the  Poor  for  three  years,  and  of 
Washington  L.  Prescott  to  fill  a  vacancy.  The 
Council  proceeded  to  ballot;  Messrs.  Sprague  of 
Ward  4,  Power  of  Ward  22,  and  Osborne  of  Ward 
8,  were  appointed  a  committee  to  receive,  sort  and 
count  votes.    They  reported — 

Whole  number  of  votes 48 

Necessarv  to  a  choice 25 

For  three  years. 

James  L  Little '. 45 

Isaac  T.  Campbell 48 


Alanson  Bigelow 48 

Henry  W.  Pickering 48 

Washington  L.  Prescott 1 

Marcella  Carpenter 1 

Lydia  M.  Warner 0 

To  fill  vacancy. 

Washington  L.  Prescott 36 

Marcellus  Carpenter 12 

And  one  ballot  bearing  the  same  name  twice 
and  not  counted. 

and  Messrs.  Little,  Campbell,  Bigelow,  Pickering 
and  Prescott  were  declared  elected  in  concurrence. 

Message  from  the  Mayo' ,  that  he  finds  it  impos- 
sible to  secure  the  services  of  competent  persons 
as  gas  commissioners  without  compensation,  and 
order  authorizing  the  Mayor  to  compensate  said 
commissioners,  the  amount  of  said  compensation 
and  all  other  expenses  incurred  in  the  investiga- 
tion not  to  exceed  $5000.  The  communication  was 
placed  on  file,  and  the  order  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

Order  for  the  city  to  be  repiesented  in  support 
of  the  petition  for  the  annexation  of  Brookline. 
Passed. 

Report  and  order  for  the  Mayor  to  petition  for 
authority  to  appoint  a  Fire  Inspector  (City  Doc. 
No.  39, 1875.)  Laid  on  the  table  temporarily,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Parker  of  Ward  14. 

List  ot  jurors  for  1875.    Accepted. 

THE  ANNUAL  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  orders  on  estimates  of  Auditor  of  Accounts 
(City  Doc.  No.  37, 1875),  viz.,  "An  order  relating 
to  the  specific  appropriations  for  the  financi'il  year 
1875-6";  "Orders  laying  a  specific  tax  to  defray 
tbe  expenses  of  the  city  of  Boston  aod  the  county 
of  Suffolk  for  the  financial  year  1875-6,  and  pro- 
viding for  interest  on  non-payment  of  same," 
weie  tak  n  up  out  of  the  regular  order,  under  a 
suspension  of  tbe  lules,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Samp- 
son of  Ward  10. 

The  several  items  of  the  appropriations  were 
read  by  the  President,  in  tbe  course  of  which  the 
following  discussions  occurred. 

Fire  Department,  $694,080.  Mr.  Howes  of  Ward 
11— I  move  that  $105,230  be  deducted  from  the  es- 
timate of  the  File  Department  and  added  to  that 
for  the  Cochituate  Water  Board.  The  point  is 
this :  At  present  the  Fire  Department  are  charged 
$105,230  for  water  which,  it  seems  to  me,  is 
an  extiaordmary  price,  to  say  the  least,  and 
one  which  properly  comes  under  the  head 
of  water  works.  In  the  estimate  of  the 
Water    Board     this     amount     appears     as    in- 
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come  for  water,  when  it  is  merely  a  transfer  of 
one  part  of  the  income  of  the  city  from  one 
pocket  into  another.  I,  and  I  think  almost  any 
member  of  the  Council,  would  prefer  to  see  every 
department  of  the  City  Government  stand  on  its 
own  bottom.  If  tbe  Water  Board  is  making 
money,  let  it  dp  so,  but  it  would  be  far  better  to 
have  the  actual  income  put  down  as  such  and  not 
have  a  fictitious  profit  entered,  as  is  now  the 
case. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15—1  hardly  think  there  is 
any  need  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  11  preach- 
ing economy  for  the  fire  Department.  One  mem- 
ber of  the  commission  is  lookiDg  after  that  al- 
ready. The  ordinance  requires  the  Water  Board 
to  charge  the  Fire  Depaittnent  for  the  use  of  the 
water  and  for  the  care  of  the  pipes,  hydrants,  etc. 
To  make  a  change  in  the  system  you  must  change 
the  ordinance. 

Mr.  Howes  withdrew  the  motion. 

House  of  Correction,  $118,000.  Mr.  Clarke  of 
Ward  15  asked  for  icformacion  in  regard  to  the 
proposed  expenditure  of  $18,000  for  sewing  ma- 
chines, etc. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4 — I  was  about  to  move 
to  reduce  [that  item  $18,000,  and  do  so  now.  I 
find  in  City  Document  No.  32  that  this  sum  is  to 
be  used  for  "sewing  machines  and  trimmings  for 
contract  work."  I  move  to  reduce  the  amount  to 
$100,000  and  to  transfer  the  $18,000  to  the  Reserved 
Fund .  My  reason  is  this  •  I  desire  to  be  brief  a"  pos- 
sible. I  will  avoid  any  remarks  aoout  the  way  that 
convict  labor  is  employed  at  the  House  of  Cor- 
rection. But  I  wish  to'call  attention  to  this  fact: 
The  use  of  sewing  machines  at  the  House  of  Cor- 
rection iias  been  greatly  increased  within  the  last 
two  or  three  years,  and  this  appropriation  is  to 
add  more  machines  and  turn  all  the  female  labor 
into  this  branch  of  industry.  There  has  been  and 
is  a  gre?.t  deal  of  opposition  to  this  form  of  labor 
attueHou:e  of  Correction;  and  a  petition  has 
been  presented  to  the  Legislature,  and  one  hear- 
ing has  been  held  and  another  will  be  given  on 
Monday,  in  regaid  to  the  passage  of  a  bill  forbid- 
ding the  use  of'  convict  labor  in  Houses 
of  '  Correction  and  prisons  any  branch  of 
industry  vrhicn  compete  specially  with  female  la- 
bor. I  think  the  subject  deserves  careful  consid- 
eration, and  I  desire  to  bring  forward  some  facts 
to  show  that  the  system  is  wrong,  though  at  pres- 
ent I  only  desire  to  show  that  it  is  much  objected 
to.  While  it  is  under  consideration  by  the  Legis- 
ture  it  seems  wise  and  prudent  not  to  extend  it 
farther,  but  to  transfer  this  sum  to  the  Reserved 
Fund  to  determine  what  action  it  is  best  to  take 
in  the  matter.  I  don't  desire  to  have  it  stricken 
out  entirely,  but  to  transfer  it  to  the  Reserved 
Fund  so  that  the  directors  will  not  buy  more  sew- 
ing machines  at  present. 

Mr.  Whitmore  sent  to  the  Chair  the  folio  wins:, 
which  was  read  by  the  President : 

"To  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston — 
The  undersigne  I,  President  of  the  Boston  North- 
End  Missiou,  respectfully  represents  to  your  body 
that  at  the  House  of  Correction  in  Boston  convict 
labor  is  largely  employed  in  manufacturing  cloth- 
ing. That  the  sewing  women  of  this  city  ai  e  ob- 
liged to  compete  with  thu  labor  thus  tendered, 
and  that  this  convict  labor  is  placed  at  a  price 
much  le^s  than  other  labor  has  commanded  and 
ought  to  obtain.  That  he  is  informed  that  a  large 
appropriation  is  asked  for  this  year,  to  enable 
more  -ewir'g  machines  to  be  placed  in  said  House 
of  Correction,  so  as  to  increase  the  amount  of  con- 
vict labor,  thus  competing  with  honest  work- 
women. That  a  healing  has  been  had  by  a  joint 
committee  of  the  Legislature,  and  an  ^ct  is  under 
consideration,  prohibiting  throughout  the  Stste 
any  employment  of  convict  labor  in  thp  branches 
of  industry  especially  suitable  to  females. 

"Therefore  he  respectfully  asks  that  no  such  ap- 
propriation be  made  for  the  purpose  named,  until 
atlear-tthe  Legislature  has  considered  the  mat- 
ter. Eben  Touiuee." 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9— The  general  subject  of 
employing  convict  labor  deserves  a  longer  discus- 
sion than  thc'  time  allowed  this  evening  will  per- 
mit, and  I  will  merely  state  that  the  matter  came 
befoie  the  Finance  Committee,  a>  d  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Directors  made  a  statement  show- 
ing that  this  mode  of  employing  convicts  was 
most  expedient.  If  we  have  directors  for  the<-e 
institutions  we  certainly  ought  to  trusl  something 
to  ch  ir  discretion.  I  am  informed  that  the  num- 
ber of  convicts  employed  is  not  so  large  as;  is  em- 
ployed by  some  of  our  manufacturers  of  clothing, 
and  that  the  effect  upon  the  market  is  a  mere 
drop    in     the     bucket.       One   of   the    greatest 


problems  of  political  economy  is  to  keep  the 
people  at  work.  Th^se  who  get  into  the  House  of 
Correction  are  usually  people  who  are  unwilling 
to  work;  audi  believe  that  all  this  talk  against 
the  general  employment  of  convicts  is  intended 
for  political  effect. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  heartily  agree  with  the 
sentiments  expressed  by  tbe  gentleman  from 
Ward  4.  It  has  given  rise  to  a  great  deal  of  feel- 
ing and  I  think  the  whole  management  of  that 
matter  is  entirely  wrong.  The  suggestion  is  very 
proper  and  this  matter  should  lie  over  for  future 
consideration.  I  don't  wish  to  talis  about  a  cat  in 
the  meal,  but  1  know  enough  about  the  purchas- 
ing of  those  sewing  machines. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13—1  was  in  hopes  some  of 
the  committee  would  explain  this  matter.  This 
appropriation  was  made  before  I  took  my  seat  in 
the  Board.  If  there  is  any  way  this  matter  can 
be  held  in  abeyance  I  shall  not  object. 

Mr.  Whitmore— As  I  stated,  I  thought  it  would 
be  better  to  tiansfer  it,  and  I  do  not  wish  to  tres- 
pass longer  on  the  time  of  the  Council  this  even- 
ing. This  appropriation  may  be  illegal,  and  I 
merely  desire  to  transfer  it,  and  will  retrain  from 
any  general  remarks. 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Ward  15—1  hope  the  matter  will 
be  postponed.  I  sefi  there  is  an  item  of  $40,000 
income  f'om  the  House  of  Correction,  and  that 
the  Oveiseers  of  the  Poor  have  asked  for  $40,000 
additional.  I  think  that  may  have  something  to 
do  with  it. 

The  President  said  the  Auditor  of  Accounts,  Mr. 
Turner,  had  suggested  that  a  clause  might  be  in- 
serted providing  that  no  expenditure  shail  be 
made  for  sewing  machines  and  contract  hiring 
work  except  by  coi.sent  of  the  City  Council. 

Mr.  Whitmoie  accepted  the  amendment,  and  it 
was  adopted . 

Registration  of  Voters  and  Election  Expenses, 
$25,000.  Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7— In  looking 
over  City  Document  No  32, 1  find  $7500  fo:  salaries 
of  Registrars  and  $4000  for  salaries  of  Assistant 
Registrars.  I  merely  want  to  ask  what  the  ex- 
penses for  Assistant  Registrars  were  last  year. 
There  is  no  committee  to  revise  the  estimates  of 
the  Registrars.  The  Finance  Committee  say  they 
have  given  this  matter  a  careful  investigation,  and 
I  suppose  some  one  appeared  before  them.  I 
notice  that  $1000  nas  been  spared  from  the  clerk 
hire  of  the  City  Clerk,  so  that  it  would  appear  that 
the  registration  of  voter-  heretofore  cost  only  that 
sum.  I  want  to  know  what  the  estimate  is  based  on. 

Mr.  Sampson  of  Ward  10— In  the  absence  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee,  I  can  only 
say  that  we  had  no  knowleJge  of  what  last  year's 
expenses  were.  The  matter  can  be  explained  by 
the  Auditor  who  is  present. 

Mr.  Turner,  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  (general 
consent  being  given)  said— The  Board  of  Registra- 
tion of  Voters  was  established  last  year.  The  ap- 
propriation for  that  department  has  heretofore 
been  charged  to  salaries,  Assessors'  Department, 
and  to  printing  and  stationery.  The  salaries-of 
the  ward  officers  and  Registrars  are  established 
by  the  City  Council,  the  Assistant  Registrars  are 
paid  so  much  per  diem  by  law. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald— I  -want  to  know  the  actual  ex- 
pense last  year  for  the  assistant  registrars  and 
upon  what  tne  estimate  for  this  year  is  based. 
They  must  be  based  on  something,  as  compared 
with  last  year. 

Mr.  Turner— The  monthly  exhibit  of  the  Audi- 
tor gives  a  statement  of  the  expenses  of  this  de- 
partment up  to  the  1st  of  March  of  this  vear.  The 
estimate  for  this  year  is  based  upon' increased 
expenditures  caused  principally  by  the  increase 
of  the  number  of  wards,  which  will  call  for  more 
money  for  notifications  by  the  City  Clerk,  pay  of 
ward  officers  and  inspectors.  It  was  also  thought 
that  there  might  be  a  special  election  ou  the  city 
charter,  which  wo ukl  involve  an  increase  of  ex- 
penses over  last  year.  The  items  appear  upon  the 
books  in  my  office. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald- -I  don't  like  to  be  captious;  out 
my  question  i.s  not  answered  yet.  I  wanted  to 
know  how  much  was  paid  the  Assistant  Registrars 
last  year.  Th«  law  provides  they  shall  meet  so 
many  evenings  before  the  election  in  some  con- 
venient place,  and  I  want  to  know  how  much  was 
spent  last  year  for  that  purpose.  It  cannot  cost 
more  this  year  then  last.  I  notice  that  the  esti- 
mates of  every  other  department  are  revised  by 
some  committee,  but  there  is  no  committee  ou 
this  department.  Somebody  must  have  investi- 
gated this  item.  I  kuow  it  is  usual  to  gobblo 
up  all  the  appropriations  and  take  them  to  the 
Auditor,  but  no  one  appears  to  have  looked  thn 
over. 
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Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13— I  clou 't  think  the  last  re- 
marks are  justified.  If  money  appropriated  re- 
mains unexpended, it  goes  back  into  the  treasury. 
I  think  we  are  dealing  with  honest  men. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald—  I  don't  wish  to  be  understood 
as  making  captious  insinuations  against  any  par- 
ticular department.  If  what  the  gentleman  says 
is  always  true,  there  might  be  no  need  of  anv 
supervision  of  any  estimates — and  the  committee 
seems  to  hcive  acted  upon  this  very  principle. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— It  seems  to  me  that  tbis  is 
talking  for  buncombe,  or  something  else.  Every 
bill  is  parsed  upon  by  the  Auditor,  and  not  a  cent 
can  be  paid  by  the  Treasurer  till  the  Auditor  ap- 
proves it.    I  am  willing  to  trust  the  Auditor. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald— I  don't  talk  for  buncombe.  I 
hope  nobody  will  measure  me  by  his  own  busbel. 
I  ask  for  information.  Very  little  buncombe  can 
be  made  out  of  tbis.  It  is  too  hard.  If  I  had 
talked  about  sewing  machines  I  might  have  made 
buncombe. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— We  have  just  passed  the 
order  to  Extend  Swett  street  at  a  cost  of  $376,000, 
with  scarcely  any  debate.  The  gentleman  approved 
that ;  it  is  his  favorite  pioject.  I  am  willing  to 
trust  this  to  the  Auditor. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald— I  merely  asked  for  information. 
I  did  n't  think  it  would  take  so  much  time ;  but  it 
cannot  be  answered. 

Mr.  Turner— The  reason  this  appropriation  does 
not  go  to  a  committee  is  because  the  estimates  are 
based  upon  the  laws  passed  by  the  City  Council. 
Nobody  can  spend  the  money  without  warrant 
of  law.  Some^three  or  four  thousand  dollars  is 
put  in  in  expectation  that  there  will  be  a  special 
election,  and  that,  the  waids  will  be  increased. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald— It  is  n't  that  particular  appro- 
priation I  speak  of  at  all.  It  is  the  expense  of  the 
Assistant  Registrars  of  Voteis  I  speak  of,  U«t  year. 
I  want  to  know  upon  what  it  is  based,  and  noth- 
ing more. 

Mt.  Turner— The  Registrars  of  voters  will  this 
year  be  compelled  to  pay  for  a  duplicate  copy  of 
the  Assessors'  books. 

Mr.  Fi tzgerald— That  is  another  item  altogether. 
But  this  §4000  is  an  item  of  salaries.  I  want  to 
know  what  the  Assistant  Registrars  of  Voters 
cost  last  yeai,  and  what  the  estimate  for  this  year 
is  based  on. 

The  several  order,  were  read  a  tecond  time  and 
passed.    Sent  up. 

THE  PUBLIC  PARK. 

At  eight  o'clock  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  called  for 
the  special  assignment,  namely,  order  authoriz- 
ing the  Mavor  to  petition  for  an  act  for  the  pur- 
chase or  taking  of  lanes  within  the  city  for  public 
parks,  and  for  the  assessment  of  betterments  on 
adjoining  lands  benefited;  no  expenditure  to  be 
made  without  authority  from  the  Legislature  for 
the  purchase  or  im^roVement  of  laid,  exceeding 
the  sums  raised  by  taxation,  appropriated  by  the 
City  Council,  and  received  by  betterment,  said 
act  not  to  take  effect  unless  accepted  by  a  majori- 
ty of  the  legal  voters  at  toe  next  State  election, 
with  amendments  proposed  thereto. 

Mr.  Sampson  of  Ward  10  asked  to  have  it  post- 
poned awhile  till  the  annual  appropriations  were 
acted  on,  as  they  were  very  important. 

Mr.  Shaw  sai:>  he  had  given  way  several  times, 
but  this  matter,  which  he  felt  was  specially  in  his 
charge,  should  be  considered,  and  under  the  cir- 
cumstances he  hoped  it  would  not  be  postponed. 
He  knew  there  was  to  be  some  discussion  on  the 
management  of  one  department  which  would  take 
sone'tiire. 

Mr.  Sampson  suggested  half-past  eight  as  the 
hour  to  take  up  the  special  assignment.  Mr.  Snaw 
withdrew  his  objection  and  the  order  was  tempo- 
rarily laid  on  the  table. 

Ths  appropriation  till  was  taken  up  and  passed 
upon,  and  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Parker  of  Ward 
14,  the  order  relating  to  the  public  park  was  taken 
from  the  table  and  considered.  The  question  was 
on  the  amendments. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6— In  order  that  all  the 
amendments  may  come  before  the  Council  at  one 
time,  I  move  to  amend  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman fiom  Wdid  9  [Mr.  Peabody]  as  follows: 

Stnke  out  "no  money  shall  be  expended  either 
in  the  purchase  or  improvement  of  said  parks  un- 
less authorized  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  ol  the  City 
Council." 

Amend  by  inserting  after  "provided  further 
that,"  the  words  "no  land  shall  be  purchased  or 
otherwise  taken  foi  said  parks,  and  no  money  ex- 
pended either  in  their  purchase  or  improvement 
unless  authorized  by  a  vote  of  two -thirds  of  the 
City  Council."    I  shall  have  a    word    to    ssiy  on 


those  amendments   when  they   come   before  the 
Council. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— Mt .  President— I  had  the 
honor  to  be  a  member  of  the  commission  appoint- 
ed last  year  to  consider  the  subject  of  "Public 
Parks"  for  our  city,  and  having  given  that  sub- 
ject veiy  much  thought  and  attention,  and  having 
been  appointed  by  his  honor  the  Mayor  as  one  of 
the  special  committee  of  that  commission,  it  may 
not  be  out  of  place  for  me  to  state  the  position  in 
which  the  matter  stands.  I  regret  very  much  that 
mv  health  at  this  time  is,  and  for  a  few  weeks 
past  bas  been,  such  that  I  feel  that  I  cannot  do 
this  subject — of  so  much  impoitance  as  it  is  to  the 
present  ana  future  of  Boston — the  justice  which 
it  demands.  I  am  therefore  compelled  to  ask  the 
indulgence  of  the  Council  in  my  attempt. 

The  first  move  in  the  City  Government  looking 
to  the  establishment  of  public  parks  was  made  in 
1869,  upon  the  petition  ot  Gardner  Brewer  &  Co., 
John  S.  Wright  &  Co.,  Francis  Skinner  &  Co., 
George  C.  Richardson  &  Co.,  Faulkner,  Kimball 
&  Co.,  Dale  isrottiers  &  Co.,  Leland,  Allen  & 
Bates,  Kidder,  Peabody  &  Co.,  Blake  Brothers  & 
Co.,  William  F.  Weld,  Franklin  Haven,  George 
Tyler  Bigelow  and  a  very  large  number  of  others, 
citizens  of  Boston,  and  a  joint  special  committee 
of  the  City  Council  was  appointed  to  hear  the 
parties  and  all  others  interested  and  to  report  the 
result  ot  their  deliberations.  The  committee  con- 
sisted of  Aldermen  Benjamin  James,  Moses  Fair- 
banks, Albert  S.  Pratt,  and  Councilmen  William 
Hobbs,  Jr.,  James  M.  Keith.  F.  A.  Osbortt,  Thom- 
as L.  Jenks  and  M.  E.  Ingalls ;  who  after  repeated 
hearings,  reported  unanimously  in  favor  ot  the 
measure.  [Mr.  Shaw  read  the  repoit  and  the 
order  for  a  special  committee  on  the  subject] 
The  names  of  some  of  those  who  appeared  before 
&ud  addressed  the  committee  are  as  follows:  Mar- 
shal P.  Wilder,  Thomas  Lamb,  George  B.  Upton, 
George  B.  Emerson,  Albeit  Sise,  Elizur  Wright, 
E.  H.  Derby,  C.  M.  Hovev,  F.  S.  Merntt,  Otis 
Clapp,  W.  H.  Moriarty,  James  Houghton,  H.  B. 
Sargent,  George  Clark,  Jr.,  Uriel  H.  Crocker, 
George  W.  Messinger. 

This  order  passed  both  branches  of  the  City 
Council  wit  hout  opposition,  and  was  approved  by 
Mayor  Suurtleff.  An  act  was  passed  by  the  Leg- 
islature of  1870.  That  act  upon  its  final  reading 
was  amended  by  the  insertion  of  a  clause  requir- 
ing a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  people  on  its  accept- 
ance; the  reason  of  which  amendment  was  that 
the  original  bill  contained  a  condition  that  the 
commission  provided  for  should  be  a  mixed  one, 
to  be  appointed  partly  by  tne  State  and  partly  by 
the  city.  This  feature  of  tha  act  was  obnoxious  to 
many  of  the  citizens  of  Boston  who  favored  pub- 
lic parks,  but  who  felt  that  Boston  should  manage 
the  cietail  required  in  the  control  of  her  public 
grounds  by  her  own  authorities,  upon  the  same 
principles  as  were  always  granted  to  all  other  cit- 
ies and  towns. 

And  the  act,  though  favored  by  9233  voteis  to 
5916  against  it,  was  defeated.  Sixcy-three  of 
everyone  hundred  voting  said  "  Yes,"  whiie  the 
remaining  forty-seven  said  "ivo" ;  thirteen  wards 
voted  "res,"  and  bur,  three  wards  void  "No." 
The  valuation  of  the  wards  voting  "  Yes,"  was 
$584,000,000,  and  those  voting  "No,"  $50,000,000. 
Ninety  per  cent,  of  the  whole  valuation  recorded 
itself  in  favoj  of  the  rnearure,  and  but  ten  per 
cent,  in  opposition.  Since  then,  from  time  to 
time,  the  matter  has  been  often  suggested,  espe- 
cially since  the  annexation  of  the  beautiful  -terri- 
tory contained  within  the  lines  of  Brighton  and 
West  Roxbury,  but  no  active  steps  have  been 
taken  by  the  City  Government,  excepting  that  an 
order  calling  for  the  appointment  of  a  "Joint 
Special  Committee  to  consider  and  repoit  upon 
the  subje  t  of  establishing  one  or  more  parks" 
was  passed  in  the  Common  Council  in  November, 
1873,  with  oue  dissenting  voice,  and  tne  committee 
on  the  part  t^f  the  Council  appointed.  The  order 
went  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  was  there 
laid  on  the  table  by  the  same  party  who 
now  is  the  chief  leader  in  the  present  opposition ; 
and  it  then  being  so  near  the  end  of  that  year,  the 
order  was  allowed  to  sleep  there.  But  it  was  not 
the  sleep  of  death:  it  was  that 

Gentle  sleep  which  waketh  with  the  morn, 
As  peeps  the  sun  from  eastern  shore 
With  bright  effulgent  rays. 
And  the  result  of  the  city  election  of   December, 
1873,  gave  to  us  a  Mayor,  whose  wide-awake   and 
comprshensive  views  allowed  no  dead  wood  about 
his  premises.    His  Honor  Mayor  Cobb,  in  his  in- 
augural message  delivered  on  the  assembling  of 
the  City  Council  in  January  last,  strongly  advo- 
cated the  laying  out  of  public  parks.    [Mr.  Shaw 
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read  the  section  referred  to.]  This  message,  in 
conform'ty  with  the  usual  custom,  was  referred 
to  a  joint  special  committee  of  the  City  Council, 
who  recommended  the  reference  of  the  sub- 
ject to  a  commission.  The  recommendation  of 
the  committee  was  adopted  by  the  City  Council, 
and  Aliermen  John  T.  Clark  and  James  Power, 
aud  Couucilmen  George  A.  Shaw,  James  I.  Flynn  , 
and  Halsey  I.  Board  man  werechoseu,  and  Messrs. 
Richard  Frothmghavn,  Dr.  Edward  H.  Clarice  and 
William  Gray,  Jr.,  were  appointed  by  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  thus  creating  a  commission  of  nine 
persons.  Said  commission  organize'!  in  June  with 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  as  chairman,  and  a  commit- 
tee was  appointed  consisting  of  Messrs.  Giay, 
Clarke,  Frothingham  and  Shaw,  to  arrange  for 
and  give  public  hearings.  Notices  were  published 
in  tiie  daily  papers,  aud  several  hearings  were  had 
which  were  largely  attended,  and  were  fully  re- 
ported in  the  papers  of  the  day.  All  classes  and 
occupations  were  represented,  and  very  great  in- 
terest was  manifested  on  the  subject.  "Not  a  sin- 
gle individual  appeared  before  the  committee  in 
opposition,  while  a  large  number  of  eminent  citi- 
zens addressed  them,  urging  strongly  the  adoption 
by  the  City  Government  of  such  measures  as 
would  lead  to  the  creation  of  public  parks  and 
driveways  in  and  about  the  city. 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Wardl5complainedthatthere  was 
so  much  noise  in  the  anteroom  he  could. not  hear. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7  suggested  that  the 
City  Messenger  be  directed  to  requesc  the  absent 
members  to  come  in. 

Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3  moved  that  the  door  be 
closed  and  the  gentleman  allowed  to  proceed. 

The  motion  was  carried,  and  Mr.  Shaw  contin- 
ued— 

The  committee  during  the  summer  and  fall  gave 
personal  attention  to  the  surroundings  of  the  city, 
and  unanimously  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
Boston  does  not  require  a  single  large  "central 
pork"  ;  that  the  saape  of  the  city  does  not  permit 
it,  nor  would  it  answer  our  purposes;  that  we 
need  many  open  spaces  in  various  parts  of  the 
city ;  a  series  of  paiks  of  various  shapes  and  sizes 
where  the  land  may  be  found  best  fitte  l  for  them, 
connected  by  btoad  driveways,  and  accessible  to 
the  masse:  of  the  community.  A  single  member 
of  the  commission  desirea  to  be  placed  upon  the 
records  "as  assenting  in  general  terms  to  the 
statements  contained  in  the  regort,  but  in  opposi- 
tion to  any  measure  involving  "the  expenditure  of 
money  for  the  purpose  of  laying  out  public  parks 
at  this  time."  The  committee  made  their  report 
on  the  25  h  of  NovemDer  last,  and  on  tlie  3d  of 
December  it  was  submitted  to  the  Council  by  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  (being  City  Doc.  No.  105). 
It  being  at  that  time  very  late  in  the  year  and  so 
near  the  close  of  the  business,  that  no  action  was 
taken  by  the  Council  to  push  forward  the  mea- 
sure; but  upon  the  incoming  of  the  present  Gov- 
ernment his  Honor  the  Mayor  again  sailed  atten- 
tion to  the  measure  in  the  following  unmistakable 
language.  [Mr.  Shaw  read  an  extract  from  the 
Mayor's  inaugural  of  1875.]  And  we  have  row  be- 
fore us  an  order  which  has,  after  the  most  careful 
considpration,  passed  the  othei  branch  of  the 
Council  notwithstaading  the  persistent  opposition 
of  one  member  of  the  commission  to  whom  I  shall 
hereafter  refer. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9  referred  to  the  sixteenth 
rule  (limiting  speeches  to  fifteen  minutes),  and 
moved  that  Mr.  Shaw  have  leave  to  print  the  re- 
mainder of  his  remarks  in  the  official  record.  As 
there  was  likely  to  be  a  g<  eat  deal  of  discussion, 
the  rule  should  be  enforced. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  he  had  had  a  vote  of  the  Council 
allowing  hi  on  to  proceed. 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  16  thought  it  was  but  courte- 
sy to  Mr.  Shaw  to  allow  him  to  present  his  vi-ws 
at  length,  as  he  had  been  industriously  collecting 
statistics  on  the  :-'ubjeet.  As  Mr.  Shaw  had  gi*  en 
way  on  former  occasions,  1  e  hoped  the  Council 
would  make  a  suitable  return  bv  straining  couite- 
sj  to  the  utmost. 

Mr.  Jaques  would  not  press  his  motion ;  he 
thought  it  would  be  considered  as  a  favor  by  the 
speaker,  who  said  he  spoke  with  difficulty.     . 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  moved  that  tne  rule  limiting 
speeches  to  fifteen  minutes  be  suspended  and  that 
the  gentleman  have  all  the  time  he  needs  to  de- 
liver his  speech.  His  statistics  will  be  of  great 
use  to  the  other  members  of  tue  Council. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Jaque  >  was  withdrawn,  and 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzgerald  was  adopted,  and 
Mi .  Shaw,  after  returning  his  sincere  thanks  to 
the  Council,  saying  he  desired  to  deliver  his  sta- 
tistics in  his  own  way,  c  mlinued — 


Now  let  us  revert  to  the  report  of  the  commis- 
sion (on  which  is  founded  the  order  before  us),  the 
statements  contained  in  which  cannot  be  con- 
troverted and  are  of  extraordinary  significance  in 
a  financial  sense,  and  which  if  judged  oy  impartial 
minds  must  r'ispel  at  oi.ce  the  flimsy  argument 
raised  by  the  few  individuals  who  for  reasons  best 
kno  wn  to  themselves  attempt  to  throw  a  stumbling 
block  in  the  way  of  improvements  demanded  by 
the  people,  in  the  exercise  of  their  best  iudgtnent, 
and  which  we  as  their  representatives  are  bound 
to  aid  them  in  obtaining.  As  this  report  is  in 
possession  of  the  members  of  the  Council,  I  will 
call  special  at'ention  but  to  some  brief  extracts, 
chiefly  statistical.  The  Dopulation  of  seven  of  the 
piincipal  cities  of  the  United  States  and  the  num- 
ber of  acres  devoted  to  public  parks  is  as  follows : 

Acres  of 
1870.  1875.  Parks. 

1.  New  York 942,292  1,040,000  1.358 

2.  Philadelphia 674,022  775,000  3,074 

3.  Brooklyn 396,099  450,000  550 

4.  Chicago 298,977  385,000  1,897 

5.  St.  Louis 450,000 

6.  Boston 250,526  375,000  115 

7.  Baltimore 267,354  350,000  771 

The  city  of  Boston,  the  sixth  in  population  and 

the  second  in  valuation  in  the  United  States,  has 
but  115  acres  of  public  grounds  within  its  limits. 
The  laying  out  of  Central  Park,  New  York,  was 
commenced  in  1857,  aud  may  now  be  said  to  be 
finished. 

When  it  was  begun  the  real  estate  valua- 
tion of  the  city  was $352,343,033 

In  1874  (the  island  alone) 858,641,630 

An  increase  in  seventeen  years  ol f506.298.597 


Equal  to  143  per  cent. 

The  increase  for  the  same  time,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  three  wards  lying  around  the  park,  has 
been  $297,399,173,  equal  to  ninety-one  per  cent., 
while  for  the  three  adjacent  wards  it  has  been 
$208,899,424,  equal  to  768  per  cent.,  and  more 
than  two-fifths  of  the  inciease  of  the  whole  city. 
Brooklyn. 

Work  was  actually  commenced  on  Prospect  Park 
in  1866. 

The  real  estate  valuation  of  the  city  at  that  time, 
not  including  the  wards  adjacent  to  the  park,  was 
$93,000,000;  it  is  now  $151,000,000,  an  increase  of 
62  per  cent. ;  the  valuation  of  the  adjoining  wards 
was  $30,000,000,  and  is  now  $65,000,000,  an  increase 
of  117  per  cent. 

The  cost  to  date  has  been  about  $9,000,000  for 
land  and  construction, 

Philadelphia. 

The  Park  Commission  was  appointed  in  1867. 

The  outlay  has  been  for  land $5,737,000 

For  improvements 1.500,000 

$7,237,000 
The  real-estatejvaluation  of  the  city  in  1868 

was $445,563,321 

In  1874 539,003,602 


An  increase  of. 


$93,440,281 


Equal  to  21  per  cent.;  while  the  increase  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  park  has  been  over  400  per 
cent. 

Baltimore. 

In  1860,  Diuid  Hill,  containing  685  acres,  was  in- 
augurated. The  increase  in  the  valuation  of  the 
whole  city,  from  1860  to  1874,  has  been  69  per  cent. ; 
the  inciease  of  the  lands  adjoining  the  park  has 
been  over  400  per  cent.  The  cost  to  this  time  has 
been— 
For  land $575,0110 

'•  improvements,  about 1,200,000 

$1,775,000 


Chicago. 
The  parks  here,  comprising  nearly  2000  acres, 
were  commenced  in  1868.  The  increase  in  the 
valuation  of  the  city  since  that  time  has  been  34 
per  cent. ;  in  the  lands  in  the  vicinity  of  the  parks 
the  increase  has  averaged  400  per  cent. 
The  cost  to  date  has  been— 

For  land $3,603,475 

"    improvements 2,629,278 

$6,232,753 


And  this,  notwithstanding  that,  in  1871,  70,000 
people  were  burned  out. 

It  thus  appears  that  while  the  increase  of  the 
cities  has  ranged  from  21  to  143  per  cent.,  the  in- 
crease of  the  lands  adjoining  their  parks  has 
ranged  f  torn  117  to  768  per  cent. 
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While  it  would  not  lie  just  to  say  that  this  re- 
markable growth  in  the  vicinity  of  these  parks 
has  been  entirely  owii  g  to  their  establishment, 
enough  remains,  after  ail  reasonable  deductions 
shall  have  been  maoe,to  show  that  they  hs  ve  been 
sources  of  large  pecuniary  profit  to  the  communi- 
ties in  which  they  are  situated. 

The  following  table  gives  the  real-estate  valua- 
tion of  the  different  cities  when  their  parks  were 
commenced : 

New  York $352,343,033 

Brooklyn  . . . . : 123,000,000 

Philadelphia 445,563,321 

Baltimore 131.540,072 

Chicago 174,505,410 

Boston,  with  a  real-estate  valuation  of 
$551,200,150,  has  yet  to  take  the  first  step  in 
this  oirection. 

The  lateness  of  the  hour  compels  me  to  omit  a 
great  variety  of  interesting  statistical  information 
which  1  have  collected,  but  which  will  be  pub- 
lished in  another  form. 

The  Registrar  ot  Boston,  in  his  annual  report 
for  1873,  comments  on  the  vital  statistics,  which 
he  presents. 

This  serious  aspect  ot  the  death  rate  in  Boston, 
to  which  he  has  so  earnestly  called  the  attention 
of  its  citizens,  will  become  still  more  serious  in 
the  future,  and  in  a  future  that  is  close  at  hand,  if 
the  temtory  which  we  have  described  is  not  laid 
out  with  wise  forethought.  There  is  no  part  of  the 
city  as  constituted  today  that  requires  more  care- 
ful sanitary  engineering  than  this.  It  should  not 
be  forgotten,  moreover,  than  an  infected  and  un- 
healthy district  poisons  (he  air  for  miles  around 
it. 

Boston  has  paid  more  attention  to  ii  tellectuai 
and  less  to  physical  education— on  which,  to  be  of 
use,  all  the  former  mustbe  based — than  any  city  in 
the  country.  She  seems  to  have  forgotten  that  a 
community  to  be  truly  strong  must  be  strong  in 
every  way  ;  that  the  strength  of  the  whole  is  meas- 
ured by  that  of  the  weakest  part.  It  is  not  enough 
in  these  days  to  be  nearer  by  two  hundred  miies 
to  Liverpool,  if  we  have  no  trunu  li-oe  to  the  West; 
it  is  not  enough  to  widen  and  straighten  our 
streets,  unless  we  can  compel  ths  business  to  fill 
them.  Nor  is  it  enough  to  have  the  best  common 
schools  on  the  continent,  and  to  add  to  them  con- 
servatories of  music,  schools  of  design,  and  art 
musepms,  unless  at  the  same  time  provision  be 
made  for  that  physical  culture,  which  fresh  air 
and  the  opportunities  for  out-door  life  alone  can 
give. 

The  fact  that  every  day's  delay  will  add  so  gt  eat- 
ly  to  the  cost  should  compel  immediate  action.  A 
city,  to  keep  its  rank,  cannot  afford  to  postpone 
inevitable  improvements.  All  experience  shows 
that  the  tendency  of  the  population  is  toward  the 
cities;  year  by  year,  in  the  older  parts  of  the 
country,  the  villages  and  smaller  towns,  unless 
supported  by  manufacturing,  are  dwindling;  the 
cities  grow  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  rest.  Cen- 
tralization is  the  type  of  the  age.  Recognizing 
this  fact,  what  shall  we  do?  Ihe  answer  is  plain. 
Make  the  cities  in  all  ways  healthful  and  beauti- 
ful. Bring  in  pure  water.  Provide  at  any  cost 
such  a  system  of  sewerage  that  not  a  single  death 
can  be  laid  at  that  door.  And,  cheapest  of  all,  see 
to  it  in  time  that  pure  air  shall  be  within  the 
reach  of  ail  within  your  limits. 

Nothing  is  so  costly  as  sickness  and  disease; 
nothing  so  cheap  as  health.  "Whatever  promotes 
the  former  is  the  worst  sort  of  extravagance; 
whatever  fosters  the  latter  is  the  truest  economy. 
It  is  unnecessary  to  argue  the  truth  of  these 
propositions;  they  are  self-evident.  We  apply 
them  to  ourselves  and  to  our  families,  but  are  apt 
to  forget  that  they  are  equally  applicable  to  the 
community  as  a  whole.  Whatever  increases  dis- 
ease is  a  heavier  tax  than  any  other  on  the  re- 
sources of  a  city;  whatever  prevents  it,  aad 
brings  in  health,  yields  a  laiger  return  than  any 
other  investment. 

That  report  is  signed  by  Samuel  C.  Cobb,  John 
T.  Clark,  George  A.  Shaw,  James  J.  Flynn,  H.  J. 
Boardman,  Richard  Frothinghatn,  Edward  H. 
Clarke,  William  Gray,  Jr. 

I  have  heretofore  adverted  to  the  fact  that  but 
one  member  of  the  commission  opposed  the 
meastue  and  he  in  his  own  words  says 
"while  assenting  in  general  terms"  he  opposes 
"the  expenditure  of  money  at  this  time." 
Now  as  the  o'  der  before  us  provides  for  no 
expenditure  of  money  at  this  time,  and  as  none  is 
contemplated  at  this  time,  and  none  can  be  ap- 
propriated without  the  vote  of  the  City  Council, 
even  that  weak  opposition   is   a  total  failure,  and 


is  but  another  of  the  devices  ot  the  opponents  of 
public  improvements.  I  call  attention  to  this  fact 
so  that  the  people  who  sent  us  here  may  not  be 
deceived  by  the  artful  codgers  who  whisper  un- 
founded insinuations  into  their  eara,  of  increased 
taxation  in  unpropitious  times.  I  believe  that  the 
members  of  this  Council  ate  men  ot  good  sense 
and  judgment,  and  are  not  to  be  beguiled  from 
the  discharge  of  the  duties  they  owe  to  their  con- 
stituents and  the  public  by  false  theories  or  base- 
less calculations. 

The  parks  of  London  are  as  follows:  Battersea, 
185  acres ;  Hyde  Park,  390  acres;  St.  James,  83 
acres;  Regent's,  450  acres;  Victoria,  300  acres; 
Gieen  Park,  70  acres;  Kennmgton,  12  acres;  Ken- 
sington Garden,  360  acres  ;  Primrose  Hill, 50  acres; 
Greenwich,  200  acres;  and  Richmond  Hill  Park, 
established  within  a  few  years,  of  2353  acres,  mak- 
ing 4453  acres  of  parks. 

The  parks  ot  Paris  are  the  Bois  de  Boulogne. 
Neuiily,  Montmartre,  Vincennes,  Grand  Park  St, 
Cloud,  large  park  at  Vercaiiles,  j.ark  at  Meudon, 
and  the  Grand  Park  at  Rambouillet  (the  famous 
resort  of  kings  and  princes), containing 3000  actes, 
and  the  woods  adjoining  contain  upwards  of  30,- 
000  acres;  while  Boston,  the  "Athens  of  America," 
the  seat  of  learning,  of  intelligence,  of  at  c  and  sci- 
,  ence,  vesting  under  the  very  eaves  of  Harvard 
College,  has  but  115  acres  of  public  grounds  con- 
secrated to  the  health,  comfort  and  convenience 
of  her  375,000  inhabitants. 

Mr.  President,  of  what  avail  is  all  her  learning 
when  weighed  in  the  balai  ce  of  the  physical  ne- 
cessities of  her  people,  and  found  wanting?  We 
devote  millions  for  educational  purposes,  and 
properly  so,  and  with  a  most  liberal  hand  ;  but  our 
sanitary  lequirements,  the  life-giving  foundation 
of  physical  structure,  is  lamentably,  and  I  am  al- 
most afraid  criminally,  neglected.  Otir  nublic  li- 
braiy  has  already  cost  the  city  about  $532,000,  to 
say  nothing  ot  the  branches  at  South  Boston,  East 
Boston,  Dorchester,  Chariest*, wn  and  Brighton 
and  costs  upwards  of  $100, 000||:er  annum  in  addi- 
tion to  carry  it  on.  The  City  Hospital  cost  up  to 
last  year  $502,000,  and  the  additional  appropria- 
tion was  $190,000,  making  $692,000,  and  it  cost  in 
addition  to  all  this  $120,000  last  year  to  carry  it  on, 
while  it  can  accommodate  but  about  200  patients. 
Our  school  appropriation  for  last  year  was,  for 
running  expenses,  $1,865,720,  or  more  than  four 
times  as  much  as  in  1856,  when  the  amount  was 
$441,139.  It  cost,  in  1856,  $12.27  for  each  scholar, 
while  last  year  it  was  $37.32,  or  more  than  three 
times  as  much,  and  including  cost  of  scboolhouses 
the  amount  to  each  scholar  was  $49.07. 

This  is  all  right  and  stands  as  an  bonor  to  the 
city.  But  shall  we  neglect  or  abridge  the  first 
principles  by  which  our  lives  and  the  lives  of 
those  who  are  the  nearest  and  dearest  to  us  and 
of  i.he  whole  community  are  sustained  ?  We  read 
day  ?.fter  day  reports  from  our  honorable  Street 
Commissioners  beginning  as  follows:  "Whereas, 
the  safety  and  convenience  of  the  people  requires 
that"  such  and  such  a  street  shall  be  widened  or 
extended,  etc.  Now  1ft  us  say  the  health  of  the 
people,  which  certainly  is  paramount,  requires 
breathing  places,  as  of  the  highest  importance  to 
them.  Millions  ai  e  appropriated  and  spent  yearly 
for  the  former.  Now  let  us  consider  whether 
something  more  is  not  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  latter.  We  put  millions  into  the  pockets  of 
the  already  millionnaire  by  these  improvements  to 
their  estates :  let  us  put  the  invigorating  and  life- 
'  preserving  influences  of  fresh  air  into  the  lungs 
of  the  crowded  populace,  lich  and  pool. 

I  will  read  with  your  permission,  sir,  some  brief 
extracts  from  sources  which  cannot  fail  to  be  of 
much  interest  to  those  desiring  to  be  well  inform- 
ed on  this  important  subject.  [Mr.  Shaw  read  from 
the  report  of  the  the  State  Board  of  Health  made 
to  the  Legislature  in  1870, 1871, 1872, 1 873 ;  the  speech 
of  ex-Governor  Clifford  before  the  Legislature  of 
1865;  City  Document  No.  28,  1869,  report  of  com- 
missioners on  annexation  of  Dorchester;  City 
Document  No.  48,  1873,  report  of  City  Registrar; 
from  a  report  of  U.  H.  Crocker's  plan ;  from  a 
speech  by  Frederick  Law  Olmstead ;  elder  Quincy, 
Mayor  from  1823  to  1829,  Josiah  Quincv  Jr.'s 
Memorial  to  the  Legislature  (House  Document 
228);  Mayor  Gaston's  inaugural  1871,  report  of 
Special  Committee  of  the  Legislature  on  the 
South  Boston  Flats;  City  Document  No.  89,  1866, 
"Franklin  Fund ;"  and  to  the  report  of  Harvard 
College,  "Arnold  Arboretum."] 

Mr.  President,  there  is  another  little  matter 
which  I  want  biiefly  to  call  attention  to.  I  refer 
to  the  Franklin  Fund.  The  substance  of  it  is  that 
Franklin  gave  a  thousand  pounds,  which  were  to 
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be  kept  by  certain  trustees  of  the  city  until  they 
reached  £100,000.  lu  fifteen  years  from  today 
that  fund  of  more  than  half  a  million  dollars  will 
be  ready  to  be  appropriated  for  public  psrks.  The 
money  is  to  be  used,  by  the  terms  of  the  will,  "in 
public  works,  which  maybe  judged  of  most  gen- 
eral utility  to  the  inhabitants,  such  as  fortifica- 
tious,  bridges,  aqueducts,  public  buildings,  baths, 
pavements,  or  whatever  may  make  living  in  the 
towu  more  convenient  to  its  people  and  render  it 
more  agreeable  to  strangers  resorting  thither  for 
health  or  temporary  residence."  Aoc  public 
parks  are  for  the  convenience  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Shaw  then  explained  the  plan  of  the  Ar- 
nold Arboretum  on  she  Busseyfarm,  as  provided 
by  the  will  or  James  Arnold  of  New  Bedford,  and 
to  the  well  known  prophecy  of  the  elder  Quincy 
in  regard  to  the  value  of  the  Market-street  prop- 
erty, and  then  continued — 

Mr.  President,  let  me  here  mention  some  of 
the  points  of  interest  in  our  suburbs  which  would 
be  reached  by  the  proposea  series  of  parks,  con- 
nected by  broad  driveways,  or  boulevards,  as  con- 
templated by  the  report  of  the  commission,  all  of 
which  are  attractive  to  oui  people  and  to  stran- 
gers visiting  us,  and  which  would  be  rendered  a 
thousand  times  more  so  if  proper  and  judicious 
means  are  applied  to  their  care  and  cultivation. 
Say,  cjniajencing  at  Chestnut-Hill  Reservoir, 
thence  diverging  to  the  north  by  wayof  Corey's  Hill 
perhaps,  in  Brookline,  passing  near  interesting 
ponds  in  Brighton,  the  arsenal  grounds,  Beacon 
Park,  Cambridge  colleges,  observacory,  monu- 
ment and  watwr  works,  Mouut  Auburn,  Fresh 
Pond,  Spy  Pond,  Mystic  Reservoir,  Tufts  College, 
Mystic  Park,  Maiden  and  Woodlawn  Cemetery  to 
near  Revere  Beach,  Powder  Horn  Hill  and  BLeed's 
Island  (reached  by  broad  avenues  from  East  Bos- 
ton;, with  all  their  beautiful  surrounding  and  un- 
equalled views  of  the  ocean,  extenoing  scores  of 
miles ;  and  on  the  south  from  Chestnut-Hill  Reser- 
voir to  the  old  Brookline  Reservoir,  new  reservoir 
for  Brookline  and  cemetery,  Jamaica  Pond, 
Bussey  \\  oods  (to  contain  the  Arnold  Arboretum), 
Mount  Hope,  Forest  Hills  and  Calvary  cemeteries, 
toward  the  Neponset  River,  Dorchester  shore  and 
Savin  Hill,  thence  by  broad  avenues  to  South 
Boston  Point,  from  which  the  time  is  not  far  dis- 
tant when  I  think  the  State  will  find  it  jfoi  her  in- 
terest to  cede  to  the  city  the  right  to  take  aud  hold 
the  oenitory  now  covered  by  water  to  Castle  Island 
for  a  grand  basin,  and  many  other  points  of  much 
interest,  which  do  not  occur  to  uieattf/is  moment, 
and  in  fact  touching  about  every  point  of  essential 
impottance  to  which  the  most  frequent  resort  is 
made  in  our  whole  suburbs. 

No  city  in  the  world,  which  I  have  ever  seen  or 
read  of. -presents  such  natural  features,  with  its 
immediate  surroundings,  for  such  improvements 
as  those  contemplated  bv  the  plan  intimated,  and 
which,  if  adopted,  must  inevitably  become  a 
source  of  income  to  the  city;  for  the  day  is  not 
far  distant,  as  I  think  all  must  admit,  when  the 
whole  territory  included  in  and  near  the  line  I 
have  suggested,  will  become  a  part  of  our  good 
city,  lhave  no  doubt  whatever  that  some  will 
laugh  at  and  ridicule  these  suggestions  of  mine, 
but  I  would  only  ask  such  and  ill  who  are  willing 
to  consider  fairly  and  without  bias  or  prej- 
udice, the  feasibility  of  the  proposition,  to 
take  a  little  time  and'  go  over  the  line,  and 
however  strong  their  unbelief  when  they  set 
out,  they  will  become  satisfied  before  they  get 
through  that  there  is  much  more  between  heaven 
and  earth  than  they  have  evei  dreamed  of,  and 
very  much  more  wisdom  in  the  suggestion  than 
they  have  ever  been  willing  to  admit. 

And  if  they  will  consider  it  in  a  financial  cense 
they  must  inevitably  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  abutters  all  along  the  line  would  be  glad  to 
contribute  largely  to  pay  the  cost  of  it,  for  while 
their  lands  on  an  average  would  now  realize  not 
more  than  $500  an  acre,  they  would  then  be  worth 
$5000,  and  in  many  localities  double  or  fourfold 
even  that  advance. 

I  remember  a  circumstance  which  actually  oc- 
curred when  "Central  Park,"  New  York,  was 
started,  that  of  a  geutiernan  sitting  one  morning 
at  breakfast  with  a  friend,  and  making  a  remark 
that  in  ais  opinion  land  then  selling  near  the  spot 
at  $500  per  acre  would,  in  a  few  years,  sell 
at  $5000  per  acre.  This  remark  was  overheard 
by  his  Irish  servant  girl,  who,  after  breakfast, 
asked  him  if  she  had  undeistood  him  correctly, 
to  say  that  land  selling  then  for  $500  would  in  a 
few  years  sell  for  $5000.  His  answer  was  yes. 
"Then,"  said  the  girl,  "I  have  $500  in  the  savings 
bank,  and  I  will  draw  it  out."      She    did  so,  and 


her  employer  invested  it  as  suggested.  The  girl 
kept  the  land  seven  years  and  then  sold  it  for 
$25,000.  Many  fortunes  have  been  thus  realized, 
and  the  city  treasury  of  New  York  gi  eatly  benefited 
by  reason  of  the  great  imirovement«  in  her  su- 
burban territory.  She  has  received  millions  of 
dollars  in  taxes  on  the  increased  value  of  the 
lands  surrounding  her  parks  as  shown  by  the  re- 
port of  her  Park  Commissioners  of  March  5, 1875. 
Mr.  Shaw  read  several  extracts,  ending  with  the 
following: 

"At  a  meeting  of  the  Boaid  of  Commissioners  of 
the  Department  of  Public  Parks,  held  i  n  the  5th 
Maich,  1875,  the  foregoing  communication  was  re- 
ceived and  ordered  to  be  printed  as  a  document  of 
the  board,  and  the  following  resolutions  were 
unanimously  adopted  : 

"Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Doard,  the 
facts  set  forth  in  the  communication  presented 
bj  Commissioner  William  R.  Martin  this  day,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed  as  a  document  of  the  board, 
are  calculated  not  only  to  revive  the  recollection 
of  the  hign  estimation  in  which  the  work  of  the 
department  of  parks,  carried  forward  for  a  long 
course  of  years,  has  been  held,  but  also  to  reassure 
the  public  at  le.ige  that  the  more  recent  expendi- 
tures have  thus  far  been,  and  will,  in  their  opinion 
continue  to  be  largely  beneficial  to  the  great  and 
importa&t  interests  of  the  city  in  the  general  ad- 
vance of  the  value  of  property  and  large  increase 
of  revenue. 

"Resolved,  I  hat  the  works  and  improvements  re- 
ferred to  in  said  document  should  be  proceeded 
with  at  once,  with  a  due  regard  to  a  wise  economy. 
William  Irwin,  Secretary,  D.  P.  P." 

Now  let  us  adopt  some  such  wise  policy  in  the 
management  of  our  public  domain,  and  we  shall 
inevitably  reap  not  only  a  like  financial  result,  but 
we  shall  be  adding  to  that  richer  possession,  the 
common  fund  of  health,  witnout  which  bonds  and 
mortgages  are  of  but  little  value.  Mr.  President, 
the  name  and  the  fame  and  the  fortunes  of  our 
good  city  are  household  word?:  through  the  length 
and  breadth  of  our  land,  and  even  of  the  civilized 
world.  Boston  is  known  to  be  behii.d  no  city  in 
the  world  so  far  as  relates  to  her  leai  ning  and  the 
general  intelligence  of  her  people,  their  general 
character  and  generous  actions  in  the  support  of 
all  measures  tending  to  the  improvement  of  her 
citizens,  and  she  is  never  backward  in  aiding  less 
fortunate  communities  when  occasion  requires, 
and  of  contributing  largely  of  her  means 
to  those  nations  of  the  earth  less  civilized,  less 
moral,  less  Christianized.  Dealing  with  liberal 
hand*  and  liberal  hearts  in  time  of  adversity  as 
well  as  in  prosperity,  her  people  find  their  reward, 
in  an  approving  conscience,  in  the  full  assurance 
that  "bread  cast  upon  the  waters  shall  be  returned 
alter  many  days."  This  is  as  it  should  be,  but 
she  should  not  neglect  the  all-important  sanitary 
condition  of  her  own  people  by  neglecting  to  take 
advantage  of  the  golde  i  opportunities  which  God 
and  nature  have  so  fortunately  placed  in  her  way 
through  attention  to  which  the  present  and  future 
generations  may  gain  and  retain  physical  strength 
and 'attain  a  high  moral  standard.  The  study  of 
God's  handiwork,  as  his  creatures  view  and 
reflect  on  it  iu  their  frequent  visits  to  the  sur- 
roundings will  tend  to  elevate  their  thoughts 
toward  the  Creator  and  to  make  them  better 
men,  better  women  and  better  children. 

Now,  sir,  is  tk*re  a  weU-informed  citizen  and 
taxpayer  in  Boston  who  does  not  believe  it  to  be 
for  the  good  of  the  peoph  that  open  and  attrac- 
tive places  of  resort  for  the  great  masses  are  ben- 
eficial to  s'oeir  health  and  morals  in  great  cities? 
Should  the  people  be  kept. closely  confined  all 
their  lives  in  narrow,  dark  and  unwholesome  hab- 
itations, necessaiily  tending  to  coruiption  and 
disease  among  themselves  by  reason  of  their  sur- 
roundings? Or  should  they  be  induced  by  public 
orders  and  public  favor  to  elevate  themselves  and 
their  coudition  in  society,  and  without  money  and 
without  price  to  join  in  the  invigorating  aud  life- 
preserviag  exercises  which  would  be  afforded 
the m  in  visiting  the  rural  resorts  contemplated 
in  the  proposition  for  a  series  of  parks?  Such 
inducements  it  is  impossible  to  afford  th^m  in 
the  narrow  confines  of  the  Boston  Common, 
beautiful  spot  as  it  is,  and  which  must  remain 
forever  dedicated  to  the  public  use  as  now, 
though  sufficient  for  the  people  when  our  whole 
area  was  less  than  1000  acres,  while  now  it  is  about 
20,000,  and  our  population  50,000  or  100,000,  which 
now  reaches  375,000.  Inheriting  from  the  fathers 
the  fundamental  principles  of  liberty  and  in- 
dependence of  character,  the  people  of  Boston 
have  always  maintained  those  great  democratic 
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ideas  which  are  the  foundation  of  our  republican 
institutions— the  greatest  good  of  the  greatest 
number. 

Down  then  with  this  scare-crow  cry  of  increas- 
ing the  public  debt.  Adopt  this  plan,  or  at  least 
obtain  authority  to  adopt  some  such  plan,  and  it 
will  prove  a  financial  success,  as  haye  all  the  great 
enterprises  comroencea  and  adheied  to  in  our 
city  and  State  foi  the  last  fifty  years.  Some  of  us 
here  remember  in  our  boyhood  of  tl  e  inception  of 
the  scheme  of  building  a  railroad  to  the  Hudson 
River,  even  though  at  that  time  steam  locomotives 
were  not  in  use,  and  the  pio:os>tion  was  to  run 
the  cars  by  horse  power.  When  Nathan  Hale, 
David  Henshaw,  Emory  Washburn,  P.  P.  F.  De- 
grand,  E.  H.  Derby  and  a  few  others,  believing 
the  thing  feasible,  persevered  till  it  was  ac- 
complished. They  were  laughed  at  and  ridiculed, 
and  called  fit  subjects  for  the  lunatic  asylum,  but 
time  has  shown  them  to  have  been  the  wise  men 
of  the  day.  And  again,  when  about  the  year  1835 
or  thereabouts,  a  loan  was  asked  of  ths  State  to 
aid  this  enterprise,  the  hue  and  cry  was  spread  all 
over  the  State  that  if  the  Legislature  granted  this 
loan  eveiy  farm  in  the  State  would  become  mort- 
gaged to  pay  up  that  loan,  and  it  is  a  fact  that  one 
individual  in  Worcester  estimated  and  proclaimed 
that  the  tax  would  amount  to  seventy-two  dollars 
per  acre. 

His  prognostications  proved  about  as  corr  ct  as 
will  those  of  some  of  the  croakers  of  today  against 
the  establishment  of  public  parks.  The  bugbear 
did  not  take  effect  on  the  people,  though  carried 
into  the  State  el  ction.  The  loau  of  millions  was 
granted  by  the  State,  and  though  the  financial 
trou bles  of  1837  came  on,  crashing  hundreds  of 
merchants  who  had  subscribed  tor  stock  in  the 
road,  aod  many  wer  ■  compelled  to  sell  for  $35  to 
$40  per  shaie  the  stock  for  which  they  had  paid 
$100,  the  enr.erpiise  did  not  fail,  and  sone  of  us 
sitting  at  this  board  now  have  realized  $200  per 
shar  ',  and  good  dividends  beside,  for  stock  our 
fathers  in  their  wisdom  held.  Many  of  us  also  re- 
member well  that  when  it  was  proposed  to  bring 
to  Boston  the  Cochituate  water  there  were  not  a 
few  who  danced  through  the  streets  like  persons 
whohad  "gone  daft,"  as  the  S  'otchman  would 
say,  crying,"Down  with  that  scheme."  Some  of  us 
do  not  forgec  the  ruddy  face  of  Harry  "Wiiliams, 
as,  with  his  upturned  and  expressive  h  p  and  gut- 
tural tones,  he  pronounced  the  proposition  a  most 
unholy  one,  predicting  absolute  destruction  to  our 
municipal  authorities,  and  brandishing  mid-air 
his  heavy  liveoak  staff  with  threats  of  vengeance 
on  their  heads.  Yet  the  water  was  introduc- 
ed. At  that  time  the  population  of  Boston 
was  about  125,000,  while  today  it  is  375,000. 
Her  taxable  property  then  was  $167,728,000, 
while  today  it  is  $800,000,000!  Is  there  a  man, 
woman  or  child  tcday  who  does  not  thank  God  for 
the  blessing:  thus  permitted  them  and  provided 
by  their  fathers?  Again,  in  the  year  1858  was 
commenced  the  tilling  up  of  th°  Back  Bay  lands 
by  the  State,  which  enterprise  was  also  laughed 
at,  ridiculed  and  opposed  by  the  same  class  of 
minds  as  oppose  the  creation  of  public  parks;  but 
the  work  was  started.  In  1855  the  taxable  prop- 
erty of  that  locality  was  $1,042,500,  while  the  tax- 
able property  of"  the  year  1874  (nineteen  years  only 
having  elapsed  since)  is  $34,223,700  net,  exclusive 
of  $4.688,900 exempt  fromtaxation.  The  increase  of 
taxable  propertyis  over  thitty-three  million  dollars, 
from  which  f-e  city  gets  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars  per  annum  in  taxes;  and  the  State  has  real- 
ized near  four  million  dollars  in  profits  from  the 
sales  of  the  property.  What  say  you  to  that 
Messrs.  gentlemen  predicters  of  ruin  to  State  and 
city?  But  that  is  not  all.  Look  at  the  South  Bos- 
ton fiats  and  the  work  going  on  there  today  to  re- 
claim that  locality.  I  suppose  in  the  eyes  of  one 
member  of  the  City  Government  who  opposes  the 
parks,  that  is  all  right.  Locality  makes  men  won- 
drous kind  some  times.  But  when  that  project 
was  first  started,  the  croakers  and  those  who  seem 
to  revel  down  among  the  boBes  of  aead  men  and 
draw  inspiration  from  tombstones,  said  "out  upon 
such  a  wild  scheme"  as  the  filling  up  of  those 
flats.  The  attempt  would  ruin  the  State  and  city; 
and  yet  today  we  realize  the  fact  that  soon  shall 
we  see  two  short  bridges  running  from  the  foot  of 
old  Fort  Hill  over  the  channel,  and  very  soon  a 
thriving  commerce  where  now  exists  nothing  but 
mud  and  waste.  Thus  we  see  what  has  been  the 
history  and  the  results  of  the  enterprise  of  our 
people.  And  let  us  draw  inspiration  therefrom. 
Let  these  results  teach  us  our  duty.  We  whom  the 
people  have  chosen  as  the  trustees  of  their  interests, 
the  guardians  of  their  present  welfare,  and  to  pro- 


vide by  proper  legislation  for  their  t'unu  e  health, 
happiness  and  prosperity.  Let  us  not  forget  that 
we  owe  a  duty  to  the  present,  which  will  not  be 
properly  discharged  but  by  providing  tuat  it  shall 
not  be  sail  of  us,  as  has  oeen  said  of  our  city 
fa:heis  heretofore,  that  we  were  short-siglned — 
that  while  we  had  the  opportunity  to  insure  them 
broad  roadways  and  rural  retreats  at  a  moderate 
expenditure,  our  narrow  minds  could  not  grasp 
the  subject  and  the  golden  opportunity  was  lost. 
There  are  those  among  us  who  well  remember  the 
elder  Quincy,  who  was  Mayor  of  Boston  from  1823 
to  1828,  than  whom  none  more  judicious  or  far- 
sighted  ever  occupied  that  honorable  position, 
some  of  whose  sayings  I  have  already  quoted. 
About  the  year  1852  the  city  owned  a  large  iract 
of  land  below  the  Quincy  Market  and  offered  the 
same  for  sale.  Mr.  Quincy,  although  far  ad- 
vanced in  years,  even  moie  than  three  score 
years  and  ten,  a:  d  whose  head  was  "silver- 
ed o'er  with  age,"  advised  its  retention  by 
the  city,  believing  thnt  the  city  needed  it, 
but  the  >diort-sightsu  ones  of  the  da,y  said  no. 
Mr.  Quincy  said  he  thought  they  made  a  great 
mistake,  as  that  property  was  needed  by  the  city, 
but  if  they  still  persisted,  he  shouid  purchase  the 
property  himself,  which  ne  did  and  ever,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty  ye-.rs,  while  others,  his 
juniors  of  tueniy  years  or  more  and  who  thought 
themselves  so  much  wiser,  and  wese  spending 
their  time  chiefly  in  grumbling  over  their  taxes, 
(as  too  many  are  doing  to-day)  instead  of  tiyiug  to 
be  ot  some  benefit  to  their  feilowmen,  Mr.  Quiaey 
was  reaping  the  rich  reward  of  his  sagacity  and 
did  actually  realize  at  that  advanced  period  of 
life  a  piofit  of,  a  half  million  dollars  on  that  pur- 
chase. And  we  have  now  a  Mayor  whose  broad 
and  comprehensive  views  are  second  only  to  those 
of  the  elder  Quincy,  who,  while  watching  with 
eagle  eyes  every  expenditure,  every  interest  of  the 
present,  allows  no  selfish  or  narrow  bugbear  theo- 
ries to  obstruct  his  vision  of  the  future.  He,  as 
the  farsighted  merchant,  studies  the  markets 
of  the  world,  calcul  aes  the  tips  and  downs  of 
trade  and  commerce,  and  invests  his  capi- 
tal when  the  prices  are  tne  cheapest,  and 
when  the  timid  and  shortsighted  are  cioakmg; 
confident  of  the  reaction  whim  always  follows  de- 
pression in  this  country  with  its  recuperative  ca- 
pacity, and  looking  to  permanent  and  profitable 
results, as  the  chief  executive  of  the  city,  recoup 
mends  the  adoption  of  such  measures  as  experi- 
ence has  taught  must  be  the  inevitable  require- 
ments of  the  future.  While  he  would  carefully 
and  prudently  provide  for  the  present,  he  does 
not  omit  to  forecast  the  future,  and  ths  recom- 
mendations of  his  messages  are  significant  mani- 
festations of  his  wisdom  and  sound  judgment. 
During  the  years  1856  and  1857  the  question  of  the 
purchase  of  a  steam  fire  engine  was  before  the 
City  Government,  and  there  was  an  awful  hue  and 
cry  against  it  by  the  then  croakers  of  the  day. 
Some  of  us  who  were  then  members  (two  only, 
however,  of  the  present  City  Council  were  then 
members)  will  remember  the  appellation  freely 

§iven  us,  as  being  loony  and  wild,  deserving  to  be 
riven  from  our  seats,  etc.,  etc..  but  the  "Miles 
Greenwood"  was  bought,  and  after  being  con- 
demned by  some  the  efforts  of  a  few  determined 
ones  succeeded  in  fastening  upon  the  city  the 
great  advantages  of  steam  firs  engines.  Where, 
pray  tell  me,  should  we  be  without  them? 

Mr.  President,  I  am  well  aware  that  it  would 
not  be  strictly  in  order  under  parliamentary  usage 
to  advert  unfavorably  to  what  majjhave  been  said 
anddoi.ein  another  branch  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil, and  I  do  not  propose  to  do  so, but  there  is  a  law 
higher  than  parliamentary  law  even,  which  it  is 
always  .in  order  to  allude  to  and  practise  on,  and 
that  is  the  law  of  common  sense,  and  to  that  law 
I  bow  in  reverence.  I  heard  with  great  pleasure 
the  remarks  of  Mr.  Alderman  Prescott  and  Mr. 
Alderman  O'Brien  in  the  other  branch  of  the 
Council,  and  which  are  published  to  the  world  in 
the  official  report,  and  I  cannot  well  refrain  from 
calling  the  same  to  public  attention.  The  remarks 
of  the  former  showiagdeep  research  and  a  thor- 
ough mastery  of  the  subject;  and  of  the  latter, 
though  a  i.ew  member  of  the  city  Government,  a 
comprehension  of  this  great  subject  second 
to  that  of  none  who  have  spokea  on 
it.  He  has  shown  that  he  is  controlled 
by  no  riag,  exceot  the  ring  of  common 
sense  and  common  humanity  anu  he  has  touched  a 
chord  which  vibrates  with  the  hearts  of  the  peo- 
ple. I  beg  to  read  a  few  lines  of  his  speech.  [Mr. 
Sh  iw  read  the  extract  aiu  continued] :  Mr.  Pres- 
ident—How broad  and  how  deep  the  chasm  be- 
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tween  the  sentiments  expressed  by  some  who 
shall  be  nameless,  and  this  noble  Brutus  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  who,  though  not  native  to  the 
soil,  seems  yet  to  have  imbibed  the  patriotic  spirit 
of  the  fathers  of  the  republic!  The  bright  sun- 
light of  intelligence  beaming  from  the  eye  and 
the  words  ot  wisdom  proceeding  from  the  heart, 
attest  the  good  judgment  and  nobleness  of  char- 
acter of  ene  who,  never  before  in  the  City  Govern- 
ment, bids  fair  to  stand  out  as  a  beacon  amid  the 
fog  bank*  of  selfishness,  a  warning  toothers  to 
keep  dear  of  the  misty  labyrinth  attempted  to  be 
wrought  up  by  the  few  opponents  of  this  measure. 
Now,  sir,  wbo  are  the  opponents  of  this  human- 
itarian measure?  None,  or  comparatively  none. 
None,  let  me  say,  but  some  "lean  and  hungry 
Cassius,"  who  may  himself  have  weathered  the 
storms  of  adversity  and  whose  ship  rides  safely  in 
its  haven  of  rest,  or  whose  ambition  or  meaner 
motives  may  have  blinded  his  patriotism  and  Ms 
sympathy  for  his  less  fortunate  fellow  creatures, 
whom  God  has  created  in  his  own  image !  Pos- 
terity will  not  look  with  favor  upon  the  acts  of 
such  men,  whether  they  are  in  public  or  private 
life,  nor  doea  the  present.  While  speaking  of 
posterity  I  am  reminded  of  the  famous  bull  ot  Sir 
Boyle  Roche,  while  debating  a  measure  in  the 
Irish  House  of  Commons,  in  which  he  says  ""Why 
should  we  go  out  of  the  way  to  help  posterity? 
What  has  posterity  done  for  u*?" 

I  remember,  when  a  boy  in  my  native  county  of 
old  Plymouth,  of  attending  the  cattle  shows  (now 
called  agricultural  fairs)  of  a  good  old  Orthodox 
clergyman  who  had  lost  his  teeth  either  by  reason 
of  the  earnestness  of  his  pleaching  oi  the 
voracity  of  his  anpettte,  who  invariably  gave 
this  toast— "Mr.  President,  I  give  you  this  sen- 
timent. The  march  of  improvement:  it  pro- 
gressed and  progressed  and  progressed,  until  it 
reached  East  Bringewater  and  there  it  stopped.'' 
Now  let  not  the  toast  be  as  we  assemble  around 
the  festive  board  on  the  anniversary  of  the 
Declatatiou  of  Independence,  of  the  natiou's 
birtbdaj,  be  "The  city  of  Boston:  it  hasprogiessecl 
in  its  impiovemrnts  for  the  benefit  of  the  pejple 
until  it  reached  the  City  Government  of  1875  and 
there  stopped."  But  rather  let  thattoast  be,  "The 
City  of  Boston  and  her  pteseut  City  Government: 
The  foremost  city  of  the  world  for  intelligence 
aDd  progress  in  ail  that  goes  to  make  up  the  great 
volume  of  public  good;  her  City  Government  is 
keenly  alive  to  the  best  interests^)!  the  people, 
and  will  allow  no  narrow,  bigoted  or  seifish  mo- 
tives to  interfere  with  the  health,  happiness  or 
comforts  of  her  cuizens."  Mr.  President,  the 
people  of  Boston,  the  great  majonty  of  the  peo- 
ple, like  those  of  any  other  city,  are,  not  rich  men 
and  they  have  not  the  time  to  spend,  noi  have 
they  the  means  to  use  in  the  employment  of  coun- 
sel to  appear  befoie  the  City  Government  ana  the 
Legislature  to  plead  tneir  cause.  They  have  guar- 
anteed to  them,  under  the  constitudon  and  laws, 
through  our  city  charter,  the  rights  and  protec- 
tion of  a  free  Government,  and  we  are  elected  by 
them  to  see  that  no  innovation  is  allowed  upon 
those  rights  and  to  aid  them  in  everything  which 
peitains  to  their  comfort  and  convenience. 

Go  into  Ward  5,  Ward  7,  Waid  8.  Ward  10,  ay, 
down  to  the  North  Knd,  even  to  Ward  2,  £and  talk 
to  their  peoole  in  favor  of  cutting  up  or  cutting 
off  any  portion  of  Boston  Common,  and  thousands 
of  voices  will  unite  in  sayin>. ,  "not  a  single  foot  of 
it  can  be  spared;  but,  on  the  contrary,  we  say, 
give  us  more  acres  in  the  suburbs,  accessible  to 
all,  «  here  at  our  leisure  we  may  iesort  with  our 
iamdies,  oui  neighbors  and  ourfiienis  and  enjoy 
our  picnics,  our  children  their  Sabbath-scbool  as- 
sociations, and  upon  holidays  we  may  find  recrea- 
tion and  healthful  enjoyment,  instead  of  con- 
finement in  the  close  quarters  of  our  poorly 
ventilated  houses  and  our  narrow  streets." 

Go  to  the  people  of  Wards  4,  6  and  9,  so  favored 
by  bordering  on  the  Common  and  the  Public  Gai- 
den,  and  ask  them  if  they  can  afford  to  lose 
anvpart  of  the  privileges  guaranteed  ith-m  by 
the  preservation  of  these  beautiful  grounds;  and 
whether  they  are  willing  that  the  more  dl- taut 
residents  should  have  open  and  cultivated  spots 
nearer  to  them  tor  the  public  use,  and  you  will 
find  a  generous  and  magnanimous  response  fiom 
their  hearts,  and  from  their  pockets  also,  if  need- 
ed. Go  to  the  Ocean  Ward  (East  Boston),  isolated 
though  it  may  be,  and  almost  a  city  by  itself  (hav- 
ing now  nearly  as  inauy  inhabitants  as  the  whole 
city  when  first  chartered),  and  East  Boston  will 
answer  with  a  hearty  Amen.  Go  to  Ward  12 
(South  Boston)  far  away  from  the  bustle  and 
confusion  of  the  business  centre,  tar  away 
from    hills,    the    valleys    and     the     forests    of 


the  western  suburbs  of  the  city,  and 
you  will  find  the  people  of  South  Boston,  even  to 
the  extreme  point  of  bet  territory,  ready  to  ex- 
tend the  right  hand  of  fellowship  ;  though  one  of 
her  citizens  may  "say  ye  nay." 

Go  to  Charlestown  (Bunker  Hill),  with  all  the 
historic  i  ecords  of  her  patriotism  ;■  she  will  not 
hesitate,  because  she  has  but  recently  become  a 
partner  in  our  joys  and  sorrows,  to  accept  the  sit- 
uation and  to  join  heart  and  hand  in  all  that  shall 
go  to  make  up  the  great  volume  of  general  pros- 
perity which  Providence  has  in  store  for  us,  even 
though  she  covers  but  one-fortieth  part  of  our 
present  territory.  Tne  number  of  her  acres  is  no 
gauge  of  the  intelligence  and  good  judgment  of 
her  people. 

Go  to  Brighton  and  West  Roxbury — the  garden 
spots  of  our  city;  their  broad  acres  aie  to  the  city 
proper  what  the  lungs  are  to  the  human  body,  and 
they  now  treely  expand  and  bid  us  all-hail  in  the 
good  work  of  calling  them  to  our  aid  in  thatwhich 
must  be  ot  inestimable  value  to  the  sanitary,  mor- 
al, industrial  and  commercial  interests  of  the 
present  and  future  of  this  metropolis.  Go  to  old 
Dorchester — of  whose  patriotic  Revolutionary  his- 
tory her  people  may  well  be  proud — broad  in  the 
extent  of  her  acres,  conservative  in  all  that  re- 
lates to  the  public  welfare ;  the  people  of  the  Six- 
teenth Ward  may  be  siow  to  act,  but  they  are  too 
sound  to  be  long  misled,  and  the  day  is  not  far 
oistant  when  they  will  say,  "We  sought  annexa- 
tion with  Boston  and  we  joined  her  for  better  or 
for  woise;  millions  have  been  added  to  the  for- 
tunes of  our  people  as  a  result,  so  far,  and  we  can 
well  atfford  to  contribute  our  share  of  influence 
and  bear  our  share  of  the  Durdens,  if  burdens 
there  be,  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole." 

Esp°cially  should  they  say  this,  when  they  are 
likely  to  draw  at  least  their  full  shue  of  territo- 
rial advantage  if  the  system  of  parks  connected  by 
boulevards,  as  recommended  by  the  commission- 
ers, be  carried  out. 

Go  to  the  retired  men  all  over  Boston ;  go  to 
those  whose  sands  of  life  are  most  run  out,  whose 
fame  and  whose  fortunes  are  the  result  of  honor- 
able toil  in  this  their  native  or  adopted  city,  and 
who  remember  it  with  pride  from  the  day  when  it 
had  but  one-tenth  part  the  number  of  its  present 
population  and  one-twentieth  part  of  its  present 
taxable  pioperty,  and  when  its  whole  area  was 
less  than  a  thousand  acres,  against  its  present 
nearly  twenty  thousand,  and  suggest  to  them  the 
narrow,  scarecrow  views  of  the  few  who  live  but 
for  today  and  for  themselves  alone,  and  seem  to 
live  but  foi  the  purpose  of  opposing  all  improve- 
ments unless  such  improvements  benefit  them- 
selves; and  these  veterans,  in  response  to  your 
call,  will  say,  We  have  almost  run  our  race  on 
earth,  and  have  rot  much  to  live  for  but  to  do 
what  we  can  for  posterity— for  our  children  and  our 
children's  children, and  we  can  leave  them  no  better 
heritage  than  such  as  will  conduce  to  their  phys- 
ical as  well  as  their  moral  condition,  upon  which 
foundation  will  rest  their  comfort  and  their  pros- 
perity and  that  of  those  who  shall  come  after 
them.  We  bid  you  God-speed  in  your  good  work. 
Mr.  President,  upon  this,  the  anniversary,  this 
one-hundredth  year  of  the  nation's  independence, 
as  we  reflect  on  the  sacrifices  made  and  the  noble 
achievements  won  by  the  fathers  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, let  us  do  something  that  will  indelibly  stamp 
itself  oa  '■he  tablets  ot  history,  as  a  record  of  our 
appreciation  of  the  great  blessings  handed  down 
to  us  by  them,  and  our  determination  to  transmit 
to  our  children  and  children's  children  and  to 
posterity  all  such  benefits  as  may  lie  within  em- 
power, so  that  generations  yet  to  come  may  rise 
up  and  call  us  blessed. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  spoken  perhaps  at  too 
much  length  on  this  subject,  and  the  only  excuse 
I  can  offer  is>  the  importance  of  the  measure  to 
the  pre-ent  and  future  necessities  of  our  good 
city,  which  in  my  opinion  cannot  be  overesti- 
mated. 

I  thank  the  Council  for  the  attei  lion  given  me, 
and  will  close  by  saying  to  those  ».  ho  oppose  the 
establishment  of  public  parks  that 

"The  clouds  they  so  much  dread 

Are  big  with  mercies,  and  will  break 
With  blessings  on  their  head." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11,  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject  was  specially  as- 
signed for  next  Thuisday  evming  at  8y2  o'clock 
P.  M 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  for  a  contract  for  two  years  and  nine 
months  with  A.  J.  Phillips  for  the  collection  and 
removal  of  house  offal  from  East  Boston,  at  $3000 
per  annum.    Passed  in  concurrence. 
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Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15  moved  to  adjourn.  Lost. 

Orders  to  discontinue  allowance  for  rent  of  old 
armory  of  Company  D,  Fourth  Battalion,  and  to 
allow  $1000  per  annum  for  rent  of  said  irmory  at 
corner  of  Harvard  and  Washington  streets,  for 
Company  E,  Ninth  Regi merit;  authorizing  the  hall 
at  the  corner  of  Orleans  and  Webster  streets,  East 
Eoston,  to  be  hired  for  three  years  as  an  armory 
for  Company  D,  Fourth  Battalion,  at  not  exceed- 
ing $450  per'anuum  ;  to  allow  and  pay  $75  to  Cyrus 
White,  for  rent  of  armory  of  Company  A,  First 
Regi  nent,  on  Gentie  street,  West  Roxbury^from 
Jan.  1  to  April  1,  1875.  Severally  passed  in  con- 
currence— yeas  38,  nays  0. 

Order  for  badges  to  tie  procured  for  the  City 
Messenger  and  his  two  assistants. 

Mr.  Harrigan  of  Waid  1  moved  to  am»nd  by  in- 
cluding the  Clerk  of  the  Common  Council  and  his 
assistant. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  to  indefinitely  post- 
pone the  whole  subject.    Lost — 17  for,  22  against. 

Mr.  Cawley  of  Ward  2  understood  that  the  par- 
ties named  did  not  desire  the  badges  and  he  could 
see  no  necessity  for  the  order. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7  hoped  that  as  the  gen- 
tlemen did  not  want  the  badges,  they  would'not 
be  forced  on  them. 

Mr.  Harrigar  said  the  messengers  would  have 
been  well  satisfied  if  the  order  had  not  been  offer- 
ed ;  but  as  it  had  bee> ,  they  would  like  to  see  the 
clerks  included. 

Mr.  Flynn  said  the  parties  named  were  salaried 
officers,  aud  it  was  not  right  to  vote  money  for 
people  receiving  salares. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  thought  if  it  was  tne  rule  to  in- 
clude those  not  receiving  salaiies,  they  might  give 
the  reporters  badges,  as  they  remained  late,  lis- 
tening to  the  speeches. 

Mr.  Guild,  in  beualf  of  the  press,  who  could  not 
lie  hearc,  raid  he  thought  it  the  ur.kicdest  cut  of 
all  to  suggest  the  infliction  of  Common  Council 
badges  on  the  reporters.  As  the  principal  mes- 
sengeis  already  nad  two  or  three  badges  he  did 
n't  see  any  reason  for  giving  them  more. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  moved  to  amend  by  in- 
serting "if  they  desire  them,"  so  that  the  mes- 
sengers could  refuse  the  badges. 

The  amendments  were  all  lost  and  the  order  was 
rejected. 

THE    PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 

A  request  was  received  from  the  Committee  on 
Accounts  of  the  School  Committee  for  an  addi- 
tional appropriation  of  $19;300.22  to  meet  bills  of 
$20,639.44  incurred  in  buying  books  for  those  un- 
able to  pay  for  them.  They  request  laavetouse 
said  amount  from  the  balance  of  $39,591.08  from 
the  appropriation  for  Salanss  of  Instructors. 
Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Finance.  Sent  up. 

A  request  was  received  from  the  School  Com- 
mittee for  the  purchase  of  Tl  lot  of  land  ani  the 
erection  thereon  of  a  primary  schoolhouse  at 
Citv  Point,  below  M  street,  South  Boston.  Re- 
ferred to  Joint  Committee  ovi  Public  Instruction. 
Sent  up. 

UNIFORMS  FOR  THE  CITY  EMPLOYES. 

The  following  was  received: 

Executive  Department,  City  Hall,  ) 
Boston,  March  25, 1875         | 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council:  Gentlemen 
— I  deem  it  my  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
City  Government  to  the  propriety  of  makiDg  suit- 
able regulation  ■  under  which  the  employes  of  the 
several  departments  of  the  city,  whose  auties  re- 
quire them  to  go  about  from  house  to  house,  shall 
be  obliged  to  wear  a  uniform  or  some  mark  of 
distinction  which  will  clearly  show  their  official 
connection  with  the  city,  and  the  duties  wcicn 
they  are  empowered  to  perform.  It  has  been 
found  necess ary  in  all  large  corporations,  organ- 
ized for  the  public  safety  and  convenience,  to  in- 
stitute such  regulations  in  order  to  preserve  dis- 
cipline, fix  responsibility  and  prevent  impositions 
upon  the  citizens.  Complaints  are  frequently 
made  that  persons  attempt  to  gain — and  in  some 
instance*  succeed  in  gaining— admission  to  private 
houses  for  purposes  of  robbery  by  falsely  represent- 
ing that  they  belong  to  a  city  department,  or  that 
they  are  in  the  employ  of  one  of  the  gas  compa- 
nies. The  heads  of  departments  have  endeavored 
to  prevent  such  impositions  by  furnishing  badges 
or  certificates ;  btu  such  means  of  identification 
are  insufficient.  Although  the  city  has  no  ccutrol 
over  persons  who  examine  the  gas  meters,  I  have 
no  doubt  the  managers  of  the  gas  companies  will 
unite  with  the  city  in  adopting  such  regulations 
as  may  be  found  necessary  for  the  public  safety, 
Samukl  C.  Cobb,  Mayor. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6, 
to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Ordinances.    Sent  up. 


PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— Petition  of  J.  P. 
Downing,  to  be  paid  for  injuries  from  a  fall  in 
Wesley  street.  Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on 
Claims. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— Petition  of  Sophia 
F.  Flint,  for  apportionment  of  betterment  assess- 
ment on  Northampton-street  District. 

James  Duffee,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  to 
estate  No.  10  Orange  strset,  Northampton-street 
District. 

Referred  to  Joiut  Special  Committee  on  North- 
ampton-street District. 

By  Mi.  Thacher  of  Ware'  15— 

287  Shawmut  Avenue,  ) 
Feb.  6, 1875.     } 

To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Common 
Council  of  the  City  of  Boston :  Gentlemen— I 
have  a  complaint  to  make  to  your  honorable  body 
against  the  Board  of  Health.  After  one  member 
or  the  Board  of  Health  had  visited  and  examined 
the  cellar  to  the  house  in  which  I  reside  and  had 
told  me  I  had  good  cause  to  leave  the  house  in 
consequence  of  the  dampness  caused  by  water, 
the  Board  of  Health  had  an  ex  parte  examination, 
as  I  have  been  told  by  the,  owner  of  the  house. 
They  (the  Board  of  Health)  had  for  one  witness  a 
certain  Mr.  Page,  who  c°anented  the  cellar.  What 
his  testimony  was  I  do  not  know.  Other  witi  esses 
w;ere  examined,  and  as  the  owrer  of  the  house, 
one  Julia;Myers,told  me  the  Board  of  Health  deter- 
mined I  had  no  cause  of  complaint.  I  ow  desire 
that  said  Board  of  Health,  by  your  order,  send 
and  examine  the  premises  referred  to,  that  I  may 
without  damageto  the  paity  who  signed  the 
lease,  leave  the  house.  I  pay  the  rent,  the  signer 
of  the  lease  is  merely  responsible  in  the  event  of 
the  rent  not  being  paid.      Very  rescectfully. 

Maria  a.  Lee. 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Health. 

By  Mr.  Ciarke  of  Ward  15— Petition  of  Peter 
Kilroy  for  compensation  for  the  loss  of  his  wife 
and  injury  to  him«elf  by  reason  of  defect  in  Pyn- 
chon  street.  Referred  to  Joint  Committee  "on 
Claims. 

claims. 

Mr.  Thicker  of  Ward  15  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims,  recommending 
leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  John  Norton,  to 
be  paid  for  personal  injuries  to  bis  wife;  also  a 
repoit  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  petition  of 
E.  D.  Whitcomb  to  be  compensated  for  damage  to 
his  sleigh,  the  claim  of  the  petitioner  having  been 
settled  by  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company. 
Severally  accepted.    Sent  up. 

THE  CITY  HALL  ELEVATOR. 

Mr.Burditt  of  Ward  16  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  beg  leave 
to  report  that  there  are  unsettled  bills  on  the  com- 
pletion of  the  elevator  in  City  Hall  amounting  to 
$116.85.  The  unexpended  balance  on  account  of 
eTevator  and  fixtures  is  $20.46,  making  the  cost,  in 
excels  of  the  appropriation,  $96.39.  They  would 
respectfully  ask  that  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be 
authorized  to  pay  the  same  from  th  ?  appropria,- 
tion  for  Public  Buildings,  and  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered.  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  is  hereby  authorized  to  pay  the  several  bills 
unssttled  on  account  of  the  elevator,  City  Hall, 
not  exceeding  in  amount  the  sum  of  $116.85;  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Public  Build- 
ings. 

Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

THE  BOSTON  WATER  BOARD. 

Mr.  Kimball  submitted  a  report  [City  Doc.  No. 
38]  from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Ordinances  in  re- 
spouse  to  the  order  directing  them  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  reporting  an  ordinance  to  uriite  the 
Cochituate  and  Mystic  water  boards.  The  report 
cites  the  action  of  last  yea",  the  ameudment  of 
the  chapter  179  of  1874  ("an  act  to  establish  the 
Bovton  Water  Board")  so  as  to  make  it  clear  that 
the  board  cannot  act  as  the  agent  of  the  city  un- 
til empowered  by  the  City  Council,  and  the  com- 
mittee think  that  it  would  be  expedient  to  reor- 
ganize the  Water  Department  substantially  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  plan  recommended  last  year. 
They  recommend  the  passage  of  the  following: 

AN  ORDINANCE  TO  ESTABLISH  THE  BOSTON  WATER 
BOARD. 

Be  it  ordained,  etc. : 

Section  1.  In  the  month  of  April,  in  the  year 
1875,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  may  be,  the  Mayor 
shall  appoint,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  City 
Council,  by  vote  taken  by  ballot  in  each  branch 
thereof  by  yea  and  nay,  three  persons  to  consti- 
tute the  Boston  Water  Board.  One  member  of 
said  board  shall   be   appointed  to  hold   his  office 
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until  the  first  Monday  in  May,  in  the  year  1876; 
one  until  the  first  Monday  in  May,  in  the  vear  1877 ; 
and  one  until  the  first  Monday  in  May,  in  the  year 
1878.  In  the  month  of  April,  m  the  year  1876,  and 
annually  thereafter  in  the  month  of  Apiil,  the 
Mayor  shall  appoint,  subject  to  like  approval,  one 
person  to  be  a  member  of  said  Water  Board  for 
the  +errn  of  three  years  from  the  first  Monday  of 
the  following'  May.  Any  member  of  said  board 
may  at  any  time  be  removed  by  the  Mayor,  with 
the  consent  of  the  City  Council,  or  he  niay  be  re- 
moved by  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  whole  of  each 
branch  of  the  City  Council,  by  vote  taken  by  yea 
and  nay.  All  vacancies  occurring  in  said  board 
shall  be  filled  for  the  unexpired  teim  in  the  same 
manner  in  which  the  oiiginal  appointments  are 
herein  directed  to  be  made. 

Sect.  2.  The  three  members  of  said  board  first 
appointed  shall  meet  and  organize  forthwith,  by 
the  choice  of  one  of  their  members  as  chairman ; 
ai.d  annually  afterwards  the  said  board  shall  or- 
ganize on  the  first  Monday  in  May.  The  members 
of  r aid  board  shall  devote  their  time  to  the  duties 
of  the  office  and  shall  not  actively  engage  in  any 
other  business.  They  shall  receive  such  compen- 
sation for  their  services  as  the  City  Council  may 
from  time  to  time  determine.  They  shall  choose 
a  clerk,  who  shall  not  be  a  member  of  the  board, 
shall  fix  his  compensation  and  may  remove  him  at 
pleasure;  and  they  shall  make  such  rules  and 
regulstions  as  they  may  deem  expedient  for  their 
own  government  and  for  the  government  of  all 
subordinate  officers  appointed  by  them.  The5' 
shall  preserve  complete  lecords  of  their  meetings, 
giving  the  names  of  the  members  present,  their 
votes  and  doiugs  thereat;  and  shall,  whenever 
requested,  exhibit  to  the  Mayor,  or  any  member 
of  the  City  Council,  said  reccrds  and  all  books, 
papers  and  documents  belonging  to  cheir  depart- 
ment. 

Sect.  3.  The  Boston  Water  Boardj  as  hereby 
constituted,  shall  have  and  exercise  all  the  powers 
vested  in,  and  shall  perform  all  the  duties  pre- 
scribed to,  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  and  the 
Mystic  Water  Board,  by  statutes  and  oidinances 
now  in  force;  subject,  however,  to  the  authority 
of  the  City  Council,  from  time  to  time,  by  ordi- 
nances, orders  or  resolutions,  to  instruct  said 
board,  and  to  change  and  limit;  its  powers;  and 
said  board  shall  have  powsr  to  appoint  such  sub- 
ordinate officers,  agents  and  assistants,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  Engineer  and  Water  Registrar  elected 
by  the  City  Council,  as  they  may  deem  necessary, 
and  may  fix  their  compensation ;  provided  that 
the  expenditures  incurreu  by  said  board  shall  not 
exceed  in  the  aggregate  the  sums  previously  ap- 
propriated by  the  City  Council  for  the  care,  main- 
tenance, repair  or  enlargement  of  the  water 
works. 

Sect.  4.  The  account  of  expenses  and  revenue 
of  the  My*tic  Water  Works  shall  be  kept  separate 
and  distinct  from  the  other  accounts  of  the  Water 
Department;  and  the  excess,  if  any,  of  revenue 
over  expenditure  and  interest  on  loans  sh?ll  be 
paid  to  the  Sinking  Fund  Commissioners,  for  the 
redemption  of  any  loans  heretofore  made  or  here- 
after to  be  made  on  account  of  the  said  Mystic 
Water  Works.  All  contracts  now  existing  with 
the  Mystic  Water  Beard ,  for  the  supply  of  water 
to  other  cities  and  towns,  shall  continue  in  force, 
and  shall  not  be  moo'ified  or  annulled  except  by 
an  order  of  the  Boston  Water  Board,  an  proved  by 
a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  City  Council. 

Sect.  5.  The  City  Engineer  shall  be  the  engineer 
of  the  Boston  Water  Board,  and  shall  have  the 
superintendence  of  all  engineering  works  in  the 
water  department. 

Sect.  6.  No  contract,  work  or  purchase,  involv- 
ing an  estimated  expenditure  of  more  than  $5000 
shall  be  made  or  commenced  by  the  Boston  Water 
Board  unless  it  shall  first  apply  for  and  obtain  the 
approval  of  the  City  Council;  and  no  contract  or 
nut-chase  which  shall  be  estimated  to  involve  an 
exuendituie  of  more  than  $10,000  shall  be  made 
unless  the  said  board  shall  advertise  for  sealed, 
proposals  therefor. 

Sect.  7.  Whenever  the  Boston  Water  Board 
shall  advertise  for  proposals  for  doing  any  work 
or  for  furnishing  any  materials  or  supplies,  plans 
and  specifications  fur  such  work,  and  schedules  of 
sucb  materials  or  supplies,  shall  be  placed  on  fiie 
in  such  office  as  may  be  designated  by  said  board, 
and  shall  at  all  times  during  office  hours  be  open 
to  public  inspection.  Each  proposal  shall  con- 
form to  the  specifications  and  requirements  of  the 
advertisement,  and  shall  be  enclosed  in  a  sealed 
envelope  directed  to  said  board.  It  shall  be  ac- 
companied by  a  bond  to  the  city,  with  sufficient 


sureties,  in  such  sum,  not  less  than  five  hundred 
dollars,  as  said  board  may  specify  in  its  adver- 
tisement, and  conditioneo  to  be  void  if  the  party 
making  the  proposal  shall,  in  case  of  the  accept- 
ance of  his  bid,  sign  and  deliver  to  said  board, 
within  the  time  required  in  tbe  advertisement,  a 
contract  for  the  performance  of  the  sub- 
ject matter  of  his  proposal,  and  if  he 
shall  also,  at  the  time  of  the  delivery  of 
such  contract,  give  a  further  bond,  with  satisfac- 
tory sureties,  tor  the  performance  of  such  con- 
tract. Instead  of  a  bond  in  either  of  the  cases 
above  mentioned,  the  partv  may  deposit  with  said 
board,  as  security  for  the  signing  and  delivery  of 
his  contract,  or  for  tbe  performance  of  such  co  - 
tract,  a  sum  of  money  or  other  collateral  satisfac- 
tory to  said  board  ;  but  for  the  performance  of 
such  contract  a  bond  with  sureties,  or  a  deposit  in 
lieu  thereof,  shall  in  all  cases  be  required  when 
the  contract  is  signed  and  delivered  as  aforesaid. 
All  proposals  shall  be  publicly  opened,  at  the  hour 
and  plane  designated  in  the  advertisement,  in  the 
presence  of  a  majority  of  the  members  of  said 
board.  The  provisions  of  this  section  shall  not  be 
construed  to  prevent  said  board  from  rejecting 
any  or  all  proposals  which  may  be  offered  under 
its  advertisement. 

Sect.  8.  The  Boston  Water  Board  shall  an- 
nually, on  or  before  the  15th  d=>-y  of  February, 
send  to  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  of  the  City 
Council  on  the  Water  Department  an  estimate  in 
detail  of  the  appropriitions  required  by  their  de- 
partment during  the  financial  year  next  ensuing; 
and  also  an  estimate  of  the  income  to  be  derived 
from  water  rents  and  other  souices.  All  bills  for 
expenditures  from  the  appropriations  for  the 
Water  Department  shall,  before  they  are  paid  by 
the  Treasurer,  be  drawn  for  by  said  board,  ex- 
amined by  the  Auditor  of  Accounts,  and  approved 
by  the  Committee  on  Accounts. 

Sect.  9.  The  Boston  Water  Board  shall  annual- 
ly, in  the  month  of  Mav,  present  to  the  City  Coun- 
cil a  report  made  up  to  and  including  the  30th  day 
of  the  preceding  April,  containing  a  full  and 
comprehensive  statement  of  its  acts  during  the 
preceding  year,  and  of  the  condition  of  the  water 
works  at  the  time  of  the  report,  together  with 
such  other  information  or  suggestions  as  it  may 
deem  proper;  and  it  shall  at  the  same  time  trans- 
mit to  the  City  Council  reports  from  the  City  En- 
gineer and  the  Water  Registrar. 

Sect.  10.  There  shall  be  appointed  annually,  in 
the  mouth  of  January,  a  Joint  Committee  of  the 
City  Council  o  i  the  Water  Department,  consist- 
ing of  two  members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
and  three  members  of  the  Common  Council.  It 
shall  be  the  duty  of  said  committee  to  examine, 
as  often  as  once  in  each  month,  the  records,  ac- 
counts and  contracts  of  the  Boston  Water  Board. 
AH  requests  for  appropriations  for  said  depart- 
ment shall  be  examined  and  reported  upon  by 
the  said  committee  before  they  are  acted  upon  by 
tbe  City  Council. 

Sect.  11.  Upon  the  first  organization  of  said 
Bostdn  Water  Board,  as  provided  in  the  second 
section  of  this  ordinance,  officiaj  notice  thereof 
shall  be  sent  by  the  president  of  said  board  to  the 
Cochituate  Water  Board  and  to  the  Mystic  Water 
Board;  and,  upon  the  receipt  of  said  notice  by 
said  boards  they  shall  cease  to  exercise  any  of  the 
powers,  or  be  subject  to  any  of  the  duties,  hereto- 
fore vested  in  them,  and  shall  deliver  lo  the  said 
Boston  Waff  r  Board  all  the  official  books,  ac- 
counts, maps,  deeds,  records,  contracts,  and  pa- 
pers in  their  possession,  and  also  all  prooerty  of 
whatever  description  belonging  to  the  city  of  Bos» 
ton,  which  shall  then  be  under  their  care  and  cus- 
tody. 

Sect.  12.  All  ordinances  or  parts  of  ordinances 
inconsistent  with  this  ordinance  are  hereby  re- 
pealed, such  repeal  to  take  effect  upon  the  organ- 
ization of  the  Boston  Water  Board,  as  herein  "pro- 
vided. The  subordinate  officers,  assistants,  and 
agents  holding  office  in  the  Water  Department,  by 
appointment  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  or 
of  the  Mystic  Water  Board,  shall  continue  to  hold 
their  respective  offices  until  theii  successors  shall 
be  appointed,  or  until  they  are  removed.  The 
present  Joint  Standing  Committee  of  the  City 
Council  on  the  Water  Department  shall,  during 
the  remainder  of  this  municipal  year,  perform  all 
the  duties  imposed  by  the  tenth  section  of  this 
ordinance  upon  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Water 
Department. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  ordinance 
ordered  to  a  second  reacting. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3  the  Coun- 
cil adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MARCH    89,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting;  at  4  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS    DRAWN. 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors  for  :he  term  of  the 
Superior  Crirniual  Court,  and  12  traverse  jurors 
for  the  Municipal  Court,  Dorchester,  were  drawn. 

EXECUTIVE    NOMINATIONS. 

Inspectors  of  Provisions  for  one  year,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  provisions  of  chapter  29  of  acts  of 
1875,  recently  acceptel  hy  the  City  Council — 
Charles  8.  Rice  and  Amos  Dodge  for  Faneuil  Hall 
Market,  John  H.  Ttny  for  other  market  places  in 
this  city.    Confirmed. 

Member  of  the  Board  of  Healch  tor  chree  years 
from  May  1 — Samuel, H.  Durgin. 

Alderman  Prescott  moved  that  the  nomination 
lie  over. 

Alderman  Stebbins  asked  for  some  reason. 

Alderman  Prescott — The  only  reason  is  that  the 
position  of  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Health  for 
three  years  is  an  important  one,  and  the  nomina- 
tion should  be  laid  over  that  members  of  this 
Board  may  fully  acquaint  themselves  witn  the 
qualifications  of  the  candidate.  I  made  the  mo- 
tion because  much  has  been  said  in  regard  to  the 
qualifications  of  the  gentlemen  who  fill  these  im- 
portant positions,  especiallv  the  Board  of  Health 
and  the  Fire  Commissioners,  and  I  desire  mem- 
bers  to  have  an  opportunity  to  look  into  the  mat- 
ter. I  can  say  that,  for  one,  I  am  hearcily  in  favor 
of  confirming  the  nomination  of  this  gentleman. 

Alderman  Stebbins— If  the  candidate  was  a 
new  one  and  entirely  unknown  to  this  Board, 
there  might  be  some  force  in  the  suggestion  that 
the  nomination  should  lie  over.  But  we  are  all 
acqu9inted  with  Dr.  Durgin  and  know  that  he  has 
proved  a  faithful  and  efficient  officer,  and  I  hope 
the    ominstion  will  be  confirmed  today. 

Alderman  Power— The  Alrjeroian  from  Ward  9 
alluded  to  comments  that  had  been  made  on  the 
Board  of  Health.  I  suppose  I  have  commented  on 
them  as  much  or  more  than  other  member  of  this 
Board,  and  I  shall  continue  to  ciiticise  them 
when  I  see  occasion  for  it.  I  have  no  fault  to 
find  with  this  gentleman;  he  has  served  his  term, 
and,  as  the  Alderman  fromWard  8  says,  the  mem- 
bers know  his  qualifications  for  this  position.  Al- 
though 1  have  criticised  trie  doings  of  the  Board 
of  Health,  yet  I  rton't  expect  to  find  that  or  any 
other  board  perfect  in  everything  they  may  do; 
and  I  have  not  criticised  them  because  I  thought 
they  were  not  qualified  tor  the  position.  I  have 
always  said  that,  considering  rbe  limited  time  and 
experience  they  have  bad  in  their  positions,  they 
have  done  their  duties  as  well  as  any  gentlemen 
who  could  have  been  appointed.  I  slon't  know 
that  they  could  be  done  better.  I  have  no  desire 
to  lay  the  nomination  over;  I  don't  see  any  neces- 
sity tor  it,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  confirmed. 

Alderman  Prescott  withdrew  his  motion,  and 
the  nomination  was  confirmed. 

Sent  down. 

Undertaker— John  D.  Fallon,  Ward  17.  Con- 
firmed. 

METROPOLITAN      RAILROAD       IN       WASHINGTON, 
MILK  AND  DEVONSHIRE  STREETS 

The  petition  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  for 
additional  locations  in  Washington,  Milk  and 
Hawley  streets,  was  considered  on  an  order  of 
notice  for  a  hearing  to  all  parties. 

Petitions  in  aid  of  the  petition  were  presented 
by  Alderman  Worthington  from  D.  D.  Kelly  and 
654  others,  H.  H.  Johnson  and  900  others,  J.  P. 
Brewer  and  685  others,  E.  S.  Johnson  and  795 
others,  John  J.  Williams  and  846  others,  and 
Thomas  Manning  and  720  others.  And  by  Alder- 
man Pope  from  G.  M.  Wevmouth  and  810  others. 
Robert  T.  Whitten  and  583  others,  and  D.  D.  Gil- 
bert and  630  others. 

Remonstrances  were  presented  from  Jordan, 
Marsh  &  Co.,  F.  W.  Carr  and  others  and  Alfred 
Hocking  and  others,  severally  against  the  loca- 
tion asked  for. 

Calvin  A.  Richards,  ptesident  of  the  Metropoli- 
tan Railroad,  said  that  in  furtherance  of  the  peti- 
tion of  the  road  they  had  offered  the  petitions  just 
read,  which  contained  the  names  of  respectable 


and  prominent  streets.  The  aggregate  number  of 
names  on  the  petitions  for  locations  in  Washington, 
Milk  and  Devonshire  streets  is  6013,  and  for  the 
location  in  Federal  street  bi-.tween  two  and  three 
thousand.  He  would  not  detain  the  Board,  but 
would  claim  the  right  to  answer  anything  said  by 
the  remonstrants. 

Oliver  Stevens  appeared  for  property  own- 
ers and  tenants  on  Milk  and  Devonshire 
streets,  to  call  attention  to  the  objec- 
tions that  Devonshire  stieec  is  a  narrow 
thoroughfare,  mainly  for  freight  between  the 
depots  for  the  jobbing  trade,  and  a  track  there 
will  seriously  injure  both  those  who  do  business 
there  and  those  who  go  through  in  teams.  Tnere 
are  two  streams  of  travel  there,  and  difficulty  will 
be  experienced  at  the  detour  at  State  street. 
Devonshire  street  is  one  of  the  main  arteries  of 
the  city;  it  is  sought  bv  owners  of  job  wagons 
and  by  teams  with  freight.  To  bring  the  track 
down  into  Devonshire  streft  would  be  a  serious 
detriments 

Benjamin  F  Brooks  appeared  for  owners  on 
Devonshire  and  Washington  streets.  Devonshire 
street  was  opened  to  allow  %  great  thoroughfare 
north  and  south.  It  is  of  great  convenience  to 
people  to  come  down  town  in  the  car.-,  but  if  they 
are  to  be  obstructed  it  is  of  no  convenience,  as 
would  be  tne  case  if  teams  and  cars  were  both  al- 
lowed in  Devonshire  street.  To  lay  another  track 
in  Washington,  between  Temple  place  and  Milk 
street,  will  make  it  both  inconvenient  and  unsafe 
for  teams ;  the  cars  will  be  obstructed,  the  teams 
blocked  and  the  street  rendered  unsafe  for  pedes- 
trians, who  m ust  have  facility  of  passage  from 
one  side  of  the  street  to  the  othev.  To  locate 
another  track  in  Devonshire  street  will  block  both 
the  cars  and  teams,  as  in  the  case  of  Court  street. 

Mr.  Richards  said  the  directors  of  rhe  company 
had  departed  from  the  usual  rule  of  employing 
counsel  to  press  their  case;  they  and  their  coun- 
sel thought  the  executive  officer  had  better  come 
and  give  a  few  unvarnished  facts  in  regard,  to  the 
question.  He  came  here  pressed,  driven,  sent  for 
and  invited  by  the  exact  condition  of  affairs  in 
the  streets.  There  are  two  ways  m  which  the 
streets  can  be  relieved— First,  they  could  take  off 
apart  of  their  cars,  which  the  public  prefer  as  a 
mea's  of  transit;  they  carry  60,000  people  daily. 
Take  off  halt  the  cars  and  what  will  you  do  with 
them  ?  Put  them  into  omnibuses,  when  one  car 
carries  as  much  as  five  omnibuses  or  twenty 
hacks.  Half  of  the  20,000,000  people  must 
go  somehow,  and  how  shall  they  go  if  the 
cars  are  taken  off.  The  pedestrian  has  the  first 
right  in  the  street,  aud  will  the  Board  listen  to  the 
argument  for  giving  preference  to  bales  of  mer- 
chandise and  express  teams?  The  aristocrat  of 
the  street  is  he  who  rides  in  the  car,  not  in  the 
hack.  Shall  the  cars  be  stopped  because  a  few 
ladies  desire  to  go  to  Jordan,  March  &  Co.'s  and 
stop  their  coupes  there  for  an  hour.  They  had 
plentty  of  track  in  Washington  street,  but  the 
City  Government  had  given  others  the  privilege 
of  running  over  themj  they  wanted  either  to 
have  the  right  to  run  over  their  own  track  or  else 
a  side  track  so  that  they  could  move  along  with 
their  cars.  There  will  not  be  the  slightest  diffi- 
culty. If  it  is  granted,  they  will  take  off  cars 
enough  from  the  Temple-place  route  to  relieve  the 
street.  The  pressure  has  been  the  result  of 
growth  ;  there  was  a  time  when  it  was  not  so ;  the 
time  has  come  when  they  must  make  quick  con- 
nections with  the  depots.  The  company  are  al- 
ways met  as  if  they  are  a  grasping  corporation, 
yet  they  carry  the  people  safely ;  every  street  in 
which  the  traces  are  laid  is  cleared  by  the  snow 
ploughs,  arid  so  it  was  on  the  3d  of  March,  when 
there  were  two  alarms  of  fire  and  the  engines 
could  not  have  got  through  bad  not  the  snow 
ploughs  cleared  the  streets.  Is  the  time  of  people 
worth  nothing?  Are  the  hogsheads  of  sugar  and 
molasses  to  be  considered  more  important  than 
the  safe  transportation  of  human  beings,  who 
want  to  go  through  Devonshire  street?  He  ex- 
plained the  petition  for  the  extension  in  Federal 
street,  etc.,  which  had  long  been  urged  upon  by 
their  patrons,  and  to  which  (here  had  be  ju  no  op- 
position. Grant  the  track  asked  for,  or  take  off 
the  other  roads,  and  the  difficulty  will  be  rendered. 

Mr.  Brooks  gave  some  figures  in  regard  to  the 
width  of  the  street.  He  did  not  dispute  that  the 
Metropolitan  Railroad  was  very  useful;  and  so  is 
fire,  when  kept  undf  r  proper  control. 

Mr.  Richards  submitted  a  imp  showing  the 
pioposed  location,  and  the  distance  of  the  track 
from  the  sidewalk. 

The  petition  was  recommitted,  and  the  various 
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remoD straw ces   and  tbe  petitions  in  aid  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Ps,vu.g. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE. 

The  petition  of  Samuel  Brad  street  et  al.  for  a 
sewer  in  Patk  street,  Charlestown,  between  Call 
street  and  City  square,  was  considered  on  an  or- 
der of  notice,  and,  no  one  appearing  to  object,  the 
petition  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Sewers. 

TV>e  petition  of  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  for 
leave  to  locate  and  us&  a  steam  engine  and  toiler 
at  coiner  of  "Wareham  street  and  Harrison  ave- 
nue, was  considered  on  an  order  of  notice.  No 
one  appeared  to  object,  and  the  petition  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

PETITIONS,  ETC.,  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  W.  E.  Woodward, 
for  lamps  on  Bowditch  place. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  Charles  G-.  and 
F.  H.  Biackett,  minors,  for  license  to  kill  undo- 
mesticated  birds  for  scientific  purposes. 

John  Carr,  for  transfer  of  hack  stand  from 
Providence  Depot  to  84  Providence  street. 

To  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  North- 
ampton-street District.  James  Duffey,  to  be  paid 
for  grade  damages  to  estate  10  Orange  street. 

Sophia  F.  Flint,  for  apportionment  of  expense 
of  raising  grade  of  estate  No.  27  Newcomb  street. 

Noiice  ot  Mary  W.  Merrill,  executrix,  surren- 
dering to  the  city  the  Wells  estate  on  Fellowes 
street. 

Union  Institution  for  Savings,  notice  of  sur- 
render of  claim  on  estate  of  W.E.Woodward  et 
al.  on  Northampton-street  District. 

Henrietta  Goldsmith,  notice  of  surrender  of 
claim  on  estates  of  W.  E.  Woodward  et  al.  on 
Northampton-street  Dissrict. 

John  Patterson,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
on  Northampton-street  District. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Notice  of  John 
Haggerty  of  inter. tion  to  apply  for  a  juiy  to  revise 
hit.  assessment  for  construction  ot  a  sewer  in  Dor- 
chester avenue,  Ward  16. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  Old  Colony  Railroad,  for  leave 
to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  Sixth  stieet, 
Ward  7. 

To  the  Committee  on  Faneuil  Mall.  Alpheus 
Hardy  et  al.,  for  use  of  Faueuil  Hall,  May  27,  for 
a  festival. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  G.  H.MoselyetaL, 
executors,  for  leave  to  sprinkle  ceitain  streets  in 
this  city. 

M.  Duncan  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  move  two  wooden 
buildings  from  37  Centre  street  to  73  Centre  street. 

George  D.  Howe  et  al..  for  damages  by  change 
of  grade  of  Washington  street. 

Aratus  E.  Pratt,  for  leave  to  sprinkle  certain 
streecs  in  this  city. 

Thomas  Campbell  et  al.,  that  Cedar  street,  Ward 
16.  be  put  in  order. 

S.  C.  Perkins  et  al.,  that  Dudley  and  Stoughton 
streets,  Ward  16,  be  watered. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Thomas  Ring,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wood- 
en stable  for  four  horses  on  Winship  street,  Ward 
19. 

A.  P.  Wheelock,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new  wood- 
en stable  for  thirty-five  horses  on  Fourth  street, 
No.  334. 

William  M.  Henderson,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
new  wooden  stable  for  thiee  horses  oh  Emerson 
street,  corner  of  L  street. 

Otis  H.  Weed,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new  wooden 
stable  for  fortv  horses  on  Culvert  street. 

James  H.  Lombard,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  stable  for  twenty  horses  on  Chapman 
street,  Charlestown. 

MIDDLESEX  RAILROAD    TO    LEAVE    THE    CIRCUIT. 

A  petition  was  received  from  the  Middlesex 
Railroad  Company  for  a  permanent  location  of 
their  tracks  now  laid  in  State  and  Devonshire 
streets;  also  for  the  right  to  connect  by  suitable 
curve  tracks  the  said  track  at  Devonshire  street 
and  Dock  square,  with  their  tracks  in  Washinr ton 
street,  and  the  track  at  the  head  of  State  street 
with  the  track  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Conir 
pany.  Should  the  above  petition  be  granted,  the 
Middlesex  Railroad  Company  will  agree  to  take 
up  their  track  now  laid  in  Sudbury  street,  Court 
street  and  Tremont  row,  and  put  the  said  streets 
in  good  condition. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Paving. 

STEAM  ENGINE. 

A  petition  was  received  from  the  Jamaica  Pond 
Aqueduct  Company,  for  leave  to   erect  and  use  a 


steam  engine  on  Chestnut  street,  Ward  17,  and  an 
order  ot  notice  was  passed  for  a  heaung  thereon, 
to  all  parties  objecting,  on  Tuesday,  the  20th  of 
April  next. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Orders  to  allow  the  Jamaica  Plain  Gas  Light 
Company  to  erect  a  wooden  ouilding  near  Wil- 
liams street,  Ward  17,  and  to  allow  the  Fitchburg 
Railroad  Company  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on 
their  bridge  over  Charles  River.  Severally  passed. 
Seat  down. 

Older  for  purchase  of  eight  street-sweeping 
machines,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  $400  for  each 
machine. 

Alderman  Power  moved  to  amend  by  making 
the  sum  $300,  it  stead  of  $400. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  trust  that  amend- 
ment will  not  be  adopted.  The  machines  cannot 
be  built  for  $300.  His  price  is  $500 ;  and  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee  it  was  desirable  to  buy 
them  even  at  that  price.  But  by  negotiating,  we 
have  obtained  them  at  $400,  which  is  a  low  price. 
We  believe  it  will  be  a  great  saving  to  the  city  to 
use  the  machines,  instead  of  hiring  a  large  num- 
ber of  men  to  sweep  the  streets  with  brooms. 

Alderman  Power— I  was  on  the  Committee  on 
Health  last  year,  and  voted  to  purchase  one  of 
those  machines  lor  $500,  for  the  reason  that  the 
city  had  been  using  one  of  them  regularly  through 
the  year,  and  it  had  done  the  work  satisfactoiily, 
and  I  voted  for  it,  not  that  I  thought  the  machine 
would  cost  that  amount  of  money,  for,  on  the  con- 
trary. I  profess  to  nave  a  knowledge  of  all  sorts  of 
vehicles,  and  have  had  many  of  them  built,  and  I 
sav  that  a  man  can  make  lots  of  money  on  these 
machines  at  $300  apiece.  I  wouldn't  want  any  bet- 
ter business  and  I  would  guarantee  to  make  $100  on 
every  one  of  them.  It  is  a  good  machine  and  does 
the  work.  I  like  to  see  everybody  paid  for  their 
labor;  but  when  we  buy  eight  machines  it  is  a 
different  thing  from  buying  one.  To  sell  them  at 
wholesale  for  $300  is  a  better  business  than  any 

fentlema-n  at,  this  Board  has.  If  we  vote  to  give 
300  for  them,  we  shall  get  them,  and  the  city  will 
save  $800  by  it. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  have  no  doubt  ths 
gentleman  could  buy  100  machines  tor  $300  apiece, 
but  I  don't  believe  he  can  buy  eight  tor  that  price. 
I  don't  believe  they  can  be  made  for  that.  More 
than  that,  the  gentleman  has  a  patent  on  that 
mn chine,  and  he  must  have  something  for  that. 
While  he  charge  s  $500,  and  believes  he  ought  to 
get  that  for  them, yet  for  the  sake  of  getting  them 
introduced  here  he  has  consented  to  put  the  price 
clown  to  $400.  I  don't  believe  m  the  city  grinding 
a  man  down  to  the  lowest  penny,  even  if  I  thought 
he  could  afford  to  supply  them  at  $300.  which,  I 
believe,  is  the  cost  of  making  tl  em.  I  think  $400 
is  a  fair  price. 

Alderman  Power— I  don't  wish  to  grind  any- 
body, but  I  wish  to  do  the  city's  business  just  as  I 
do  my  own.  It  will  be  worth  "more  to  him  than  he 
receives  to  have  the  machines  introduced  into  the 
city  of  Boston.  I  have  had  all  kinds  of  vehicles 
built  and  I  ktow  what  rhey  cost.  There  are  but 
two  wheels  and  a  shaft  for  the  brush  to  this  ma- 
chine. It  is  a  good  thing,  and  the  Committee  on 
Health  have  done  a  good  thing  in  introducing  it. 
But  I  doubt  very  much  if  the  person  who  holds 
the  machine  can  claim  or  hold  a  patent  upon 
it.  My  opinior  is  that  the  city  of  Boston 
can  build  them  without  fear  of  being  disturbed. 
It  differs  very  little  from  tne  machine  in  New 
York;  and  I  believe  one  is  an  infringement 
of  the  other.  But  a  man  can  make  money  on 
them  at  $300  apiece,  and  I  think  the  committee 
can  get  them  at  that  piice  if  tney  try  to.  If  the 
chairman  will  say  he  has  offered  $300  for  them 
and  could  not  get  them  for  that,  then  I  sha'n't 
have  anything  to  say. 

Alderman  Worthington — Th6  chairman  has 
tried  for  six  months  to  get  them  at  $400  and 
couldn't  do  it;  but  finally  he  got  them  down  to 
$400  after  he  said  they  might  as  well  talk  right 
down  or  the  committee  would  not  come  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  at  all.  Then  the  owner  said 
$500  whs  the  price,  but  he  wanted  to  get  the  ma- 
chine introduced  into  the  city  of  Boston,  and 
finally  consented  to  sell  them  at  $400.  1  did  n't 
propose  $300,  because  I  did  n't  think  it  worth  while. 
He  stood  for  six  months  at  $500,  and  the  commit- 
tee at  $400. 

The  ameadment  of  Alderman  Power  was  lost 
and  tne  order  was  passed. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  TOR  CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Petitions  of  Peter  Kilroy,  Sophia  F.  Flint,  James 
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Duffee,  J,  P.  DowDins.  and  Maria  A.  Lee.  Sever- 
ally referred. 

A  request  of  Committee  on  Accounts  of  the 
School  Committee  for  an  addition  of  $19,300.22  to 
the  appropriation  for  school  expenses  came  up. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Alderman  Worthington — T  move  as  an  amend- 
ment that  it  be  referred  to  theCommitt-e  on  Pub- 
lic Instruction,  ft  is  about  lime  that  some  of  our 
committees  should  look  into  the  expenditures  of 
the  School  Committee.  We  are  paying  a  very  large 
amount  for  public  instruction — very  much  largei 
per  scholar  than  is  paid  in  any  other  city  in  this, 
Union — and  it  is  about  time  that  we  look  into  the 
requests  of  the  School  Committee  when  they  come 
before  this  Board. 

The  chairman  read  tire  request,  which  was  from 
the  Committee  on  Accounts  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee for  an  additional  appropriation  of  $19,300.22 
to  meet  bills  of  $20,639.44  incurred  in  buying  boobs 
for  those  unable  to  pay  for  them.  Tbey  request 
leave  to  use  said  amount  from  the  balance  of 
$39,591.08  from  the  appropriation  for  Salaries  of 
Instructors. 

Alderman  Wortnington— I  see  that  it  is  a  trans- 
fer, and  not  a  request  for  additional  money.  I 
supposed  from  the  reading  of  the  title  that  it  was 
a  request  for  an  additional  $19,000,  and  I  was  de- 
sirous that  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction 
should  look  into  it.    I  uill  withdraw  the  motion. 

The  Board  concurred  in  the  reference. 

A  request  of  School  Committee  for  purchase  of 
a  site  for  a  new  primary  schoolhouse  at  City  Point 
came  up.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Puolic  In- 
struction. 

Aldeiman  Worthington — I  don't  know  that  theie 
is  any  objection  to  that  petition,  but  last  year  a 
similar  peiition  went  in  and  was  refeu-ed  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  and  they  have 
been  trying  to  find  a  lot.  I  hnve  no  objection  to 
the  reference  of  the  petition,  but  I  wished  to  ex- 
plain that  the  committee  are  doing  their  duty 
ann  need  no  prompting  from  the  School  Board. 

The  Board  concuired  in  the  reference. 

Message  from  Mayor  suggesting  that  suitable 
uniforms  be  provided  for  certain  employes  and 
agents  of  the  city.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances. 

Report  that,  no  action  is  necessary  on  petition 
of  E.  D.  Whitcomb  to  be  paid  for  in juries  to  his 
sleigh  in  the  public  highway.    Accented. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  John  Norton  to  be  paid  for  personal  in- 
juries sustained  by  his  wife  in  Highland  street. 
Accepted. 

THE  ANNUAL  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Orders  on  estimates  of  Auditor  of  Accounts 
(City  Doc.  No.  37, 1875)  came  up  for  concurrence, 
viz.: 

1.  "An  order  relating  to  the  specific  appropria- 
tions for  the  financial  year  1875-76." 

2.  "Orders  laying  a  specific  tax  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  city  of  Boston  and  the  county  of 
Suffolk  for  the  finaucial  year  1875-76,  and  provid- 
ing for  interest  on  non-payment  of  the  same." 

Alderman  Harris  moved  that  thsy  be  specially 
assigned  for  next  Monday  afternoon,  at  half  past 
four  o'clock.    Lost. 

The  first  order  (relating  to  the  specific  appropri- 
ations) was  read,  and  each  item  was  adopted  con- 
secutively.   The  following  discussion  occurred : 

Auditors  Department,  $17,000.  Alderman  Worth- 
ington— I  wish  to  ask  in  regard  to  the  Auditor's 
Department.  I  see  that  last  year  he  asked  for 
$14,700,  and  that  this  year  it  is  $17,000,  $3400  more. 
I  look  back  to  see  what  becomes  of  that  money, 
and  I  find  no  account  for  the  Auditor's  salary 
paid.  You  will  understand  that  this  $17,000  for 
salaries  paid.  I  think  we  had  better  not  pass  upon 
this  until  we  know  what  the  Auditor's  salary  is  to 
be,  and  until  the  pay  of  his  clerks  is  established, 
that  we  may  know  what  we  are  doing  and  how  we 
are  working.  As  it  is  now,  we  appropriate  $17,000 
for  the  Auditor's  Department  for  next  year  with- 
out knowing  anything  about  it.  I  move  that  we 
pass  this  item  over  till  we  can  learn  where  we  are. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  Auditor's  salary  is 
established  the  same  as  last  year  until  otherwise 
ordered  by  the  City  Counci1. '  The  balance  of  the 
amount  asked  for  that  department  is  for  clerk 
hire,  printing  and  stationery,  the  last  two  items 
being  of  course  very  large.  It  was  thought  by  the 
Committee  on  Accounts  that  an  additional  clerk 
would  be  required  before  the  close  of  the  year  on 
account  of  the  large  increase  of  business. 

Aldermau  Worthington —Will  the  gentleman 
who  has  just  taken  his  seat  give  us  some  idea  of 


what  salaries  are  paid  in  that  department?  We 
certainly  ought  to  know.  In  every  other  depart- 
ment a  return  is  made;  but  no  return  is  made 
from  the  Auditor's  Department,  and  there  is  no 
way  of  getiing  a  return  of  it. 

Alderman  Scebbins — If  the  Alderman  has  any 
curiosity  to  find  out  what  the  salaries  of  the  clerks 
in  the  Auditor's  office  are,  he  can  see  their  names 
upon  the  pay  roll.  There  is  tbt  same  rule  for  that 
office  that  there  is  for  the  Citv  Clerk  and  the  City 
Treasure) ,  who  are  allowed  so  much  for  clerk  hire. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  think  if  the  Alder- 
man will  search  he  will  find  that  the  same  rule 
does  not  apply  to  the  Auditor's  office. 

Alderman  Prescott— Inasmuch  as  the  Auditor  is 
present — as  he  usually  is  to  give  any  information 
that  may  be  required  in  regard  to  the  items  in  the 
appropriation  bill — I  move  that  he  be  requested 
to  give  this  information  ia  regard  to  the  Auditor's 
Department. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  think  we  should  pass 
this  item  over  and  let  the  Auditor  give  his  state- 
ment in  writing.  I  have  no  charge  to  make 
against  the  Auditor.  I  am  not  saying  a  word 
against  him  or  his  department.  I  am 
merely  asking  to  have  this  laid  over  that 
we  mav  have  a  written  statement  from 
him ,  as  we  do  from  the  other  departments.  No 
one  appreciates  the  ability  and  fidelity  of  che  Au- 
ditor more  than  I  do.  I  have  no  doubt  about  any- 
thing; and  I  am  merely  asking  for  *\he  same  in- 
formation in  regard  to  his  department  that  we 
have  from  the  others. 

Alderman  Stebbins — The  Alderman  will  find  it 
in  City  Document  32,  page  37,  and  the  amount  is 
approved  by  the  Committee  on  Accounts. 

Aldermau  Worthington — I  have  it  all  here.  "Au- 
ditor's salary,  as  at  present  established,  $5000; 
clerk  hire,  $11,400;  stationery,  printing,  etc., 
$600"  ;  in  all  amounting  to  $17,000.  Now,  sir,  I 
want  to  know— ana  ny  point  is  just  here — what 
that  $11,000  is  paid  for,  and  what  sal  Aries  the 
different  clerks  get?  That  which  I  read  does 'nt 
explain  anything.    I  knew  all  that  before. 

Alderman  Stebbins — Precisely  the  same  rule  is 
followed  there  as  in  every  other  department. 
Take  the  estimates  of  the  Boaiti  of  Health,  on  the 
same  page,  which  were  appioved  by  the  Alderman 
himself.  The  Board  of  Health,  Clerk  and  assist- 
ants $4400,  and  for  Inspectors  $14,000.  That  does 
not  specify  what  each  one  gets. 

Alderman  Worthington  —  The  pay  roll  shows 
what  the  clerks  are  paid  there,  aud  the  Auditor 
has  got  it  in  his  office.  But  will  the  gentleman 
tell  me  a  place  wheie  we  can  see  what  the  Auditor 
pays? 

Alderman  Stebbins— Yes,  sir. 

Alderman  Worthington — Where? 

Alderman  Stebbins— On  file  in  the  Auditor's 
office. 

Alderman  Woithington— That  is  so;  but  we 
want  him  to  be  placed  just  the  same  as  any  one 
else.  I  know  what  I  am  talking  about;  and  that 
the  City  Government  may  know  what  I  am  talk- 
ing about,  I  ask  that  this  item  may  lie  over. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  am  a  good  deal  surprised 
at  the  course  the  Alderman  from  the  Highlands 
has  takeu,  because,  if  he  knows  anything  of  the 
workings  of  the  City  Government,  he  knows  the 
pay  roll  of  the  Auditor's  clerks  are  on  tile  in  this 
office,  just  the  same  as  the  City  Clerk's,  the  City 
Treasurer's  and  the  City  Registrar's,  and  that  of 
the  Health  Department.  I  am  at  a  lo-s  to  under- 
stand why  he  throws  out  these  insinuations  that 
there  is  something  wrong  in  the  Auditor's  office. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  have  thiown  out  no 
insinuations.  I  have  asked  for  a  detailed  account 
of  the  exienses  of  this  office,  the  same  ai  any 
other. 

•  Alderman  Stebbins — The  pay  roll  giving  the  de- 
tails is  on  file  in  the  Auditor's  office,  the  same  as 
that  of  any  other  department.  The  estimate  for 
the  Auditor's  department  is  made  up  the  same  as 
that  for  any  other  department,  if  the  Alderman 
desires  to  see  that  pay  roll,  he  will  find  it  upon  file 
in  the  Auditor's  office. 

Alderman  Wortnington  moved  an  amendment 
to  Alderman  Prescott's  motion,  that  the  auditor 
be  requested  to  make  the  statement  in  writing. 

Alderman  PrescoU— There  may  be  several 
questions  raised  in  regard  to  the  appropriations 
which  those  not  on  the  committee  are  not  familiar 
with,  and  it  seems  to  me  to  be  eminently  proper 
that  the  auditor  should,  in  answer  to  questions  by 
members,  give  such  information  as  may  be  de- 
sired concerning  the  appropriations  for  the  dif- 
ferent departments.  I  trust  we  shall  take  hold  of 
this  matter  and  pursue  it  without  delay. 
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The  amendment  of  Alderman  Worihiegton  was 
lost,  and  the  motion  of  Alderman  Piescott  was 
carried. 

Alderman  Prescott  asked  of  the  City  Auditor  to 
explain  the  appropriation  of  $17,000  for  the  Audi- 
tor's Department. 

Mr.  Turner — The  appropriation  includes  the 
salary  of  the  principal  clerk,  $3000;  for  the  sec- 
ond clerk,  $2100,  aim  the  third  clerk,  $1900.  The 
salary  of  trie  new  clerk  was  not  fixed,  and  I  was 
undecided  what  sum  I  snould  advance  on  the  sal- 
ary of  tbe  young  man  who  came  into  my  office  last 
year.  I  would  state  chat  the  amounts  received  by 
the  Auditor's  clerks  are  receipted  for  by  them,  and 
drawn  from  the  treasury  in  the  same  manner  as  in 
any  other  department,  and  the  payroll  can  be  seen 
there  at  any  time.  This  is  the  first  year  that  the 
Auditor's  and  Treasurer's  accounts  have  Deen 
put  into  a  separate  department,  so  that  the  ex- 
pense of  each  should  be  clearly  shown.  Hereto- 
fore the  expense  of  these  two  departments  have 
been  embraced  in  the  appropriations  for  salanes, 
printing  and  incidentals;  now  they  stand  out 
separate  and  show  the  entire  expense  of  each 
clearly  for  the  *irst  time. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  renew  the  motion 
that  it  be  passed  over. 

Mr.  Turner — I  stated  that  there  is  to  be  a  new 
clerk,  too.  It  the  office  does  not  need  a  new  clerk 
none  will  be  employed,  and  the  money  so  appro- 
priated, if  not  used,  or  any  part  of  it  for  a  por- 
tion of  the  year,  will  go  into  toe  Sinking  Funds 
for  i  be  redemption  of  the  city  debt.  The  Audi- 
tors clerk's  are  paid  in  exactly  the  same  way  as 
the  Treasurer's,  City  Clerk's  and  othr  clerks,  on 
monthly  pay  rolls,  and  their  salaries  established 
by  the  Auditor  as  they  are  in  a  like  manner  by 
the  Treasuier  and  City  Clerk. 

Alderman  Burrage— Will  the  Auditor  repeat  his 
statement  again? 

Mr.  Turner— 1  left  out  my  own  salary  of  $5000, 
which  is  established  by  the  City  Council.  For 
clerk  hire— $3000  for  tbe  first  clerk,  $2100  for  the 
second,  $1900  foi  the  third,  and  $600  for  the  young 
man.  That  leaves  the  amount  to  be  paid  the  uew 
clerk,  which  has  not  yet  been  determined  upon. 

Alderman  Burrage— That  makes  $12,600,  includ- 
ing the  Auditor's  salary. 

The  motion  of  Aldermaa  Worthington  to  pass 
the  item  over  was  put  and  declared  lost. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  doubt  the  vote.  My 
point  is  that  I  want  a  week  to  consider  it,  and 
come  here  next  Monday  understanding  more 
fully  what  the  Auditor  wants.  By  that  time, 
perhaps,  we  may  know  that  the  Auditor's  and 
Treasurer's  accounts  are  going  to  be.  At  any 
rate,  we  shall  have  a  little  time  to  think  about  it. 

Alderman  Poi>er — v/hen  any  Alderman,  in 
good  faith,  makes  such  a  request  as  the  gentle- 
man from  the  Hghlands  <ioes,  I  think  he  is  en- 
titled to  a  fair  con>ideiation.  I  think  there  may 
be  some  good  reason  why  this  should  be  put  over 
a  week,  jl  am  on  the  Committee  on  Accounts,  and 
I  desire  that  every  Alderman  should  become  as 
familiar  with  the  Auditor's  Department  as  I  have 
become.  In  justice  to  the  geutleman  and  to  the 
Auditor  himself,  I  trust  this  matter  will  be  passed 
over  today. 

Alderman  Frescott — Inasmuch  as  those  esti- 
mates were  referred  to  the  Commitlee  on  Finance 
with  five  or  six  members  of  this  Board,  and  inas- 
much as  the  ilderman  from  the  Highlands  was 
himself  a  member  of  that  committee,  and  he  made 
no  objection  to  them  in  committee,  after  a  full 
consideration  of  all  these  items,  and  as  the  mat- 
ter has  been  referred  back  to  this  Board  I  cannot 
understand  why  any  objection  should  be  made  a,t 
this  time,  especially  by  one  of  the  committee  ro 
whom  the  estimates  were  referred. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  admit  that  I  was  on 
the  committee,  and  from  the  best  information  I 
had  thea  I  did  not  object  to  it.  I  have  made  the 
remarks  I  have  made,  from  information  I  have 
obtained  since,  and  from  a  request  made  to  me.  I 
did  not,  on  my  own  authority,  ask  to  have  it  put 
off  a  week,  that  we  may  investigate  it.  It  is  not 
a  matter  of  my  own.  I  have  entire  confidence  in 
the  Auditor;  no  man  has  more  confidbnce  in  him 
than  I  have.  But  1  make  this  request  fiom  infor- 
mation furnished  to  me  since  the  committee  met. 

Alderman  Burrage — Perhaps  as  a  matter  of 
courtesy  it  bad  better  lie  over,  and  I  shall  vote  for 
it. 

Tbe  motiou  to  lay  the  item  over  was  lost— 6  for, 
6  against. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  move  that  th<i  whole 
subject  of  the  appropriations  lie  over  for  one 
week.    I  think  we  have  reason  to  wait,  and  I  be- 


lieve I  have  reason  for  asking  that  it  may  lie  over. 
I  know  what  I  am  asking. 

Alderman  Power — I  hope  the  Alderman  will 
grant  the  request.  I  want  to  know  his  reasons.  I 
am  on  the  Committee  on  Accounts,  and  if  aiy 
member  wants  to  find  out  abo'it  the  appropriation 
for  Paving  or  any  other,  I  shall  be  glad  to  allow 
him  time  to  get  the  information.  In  justice  to 
both  the  Alderman  from  the  Highlands  arid  the 
Auditor  it  should  lie  over. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worrhingto1!,  further 
consideration  of  tne  subject  was  specially  as-sign- 
ed for  4y2  o'clock  P.  M.  on  Monday  next. 

[Note  by  the  Auditor  of  Accounts. 

The  following  was  furnished  the  reporter  after 
the  adjournment  of  the  Board,  and  ia  inserted 
at  his  request: 

It  appears  by  the  above  statements  made  by  the 
Auditor,  that  he  accioentally  omitted  in  his 
statement  tjlie  salary  of  $1800  paid  to  the  Fourth 
Clerk.  The  statement  in  full  should  have  been  as 
follows : 

Principal  clerk  and  bookkeeper.  $3000 ;  second 
cleik,  $2100;  one  clerk,  $1900;  one  Clerk,  $1800; 
junior,  $600;  uew  clerkship,  $1800,  and  balance 
$200,  to  be  applied  to  increase  the  salary  of  the 
junior  clerk  if  it  should  be  deemed  that  he  was 
entitled  to  it. 

Total  amount  asked  f-r  clerk  hire,  $11,400,  and, 
with  the  amount  of  $5000  for  the  Auditor's  salary, 
as  at  present  established,  with  $600  for  printing 
and  stationery,  makes  the  total  appropriation  ask- 
ed for  $17,000;  said  amount  having  been  approved 
by  the  Committee  on  Accounts. 

The  appropriation  in  the  salary   order   of   last " 
year  provided  that  the  salary  of  the  Auditor  and 
clerk  hire  should  be   for  the   Auditor   $5000 ;    lor 
clerk  hire  $9700.    Total,  $14,700. 

To  this  add  $600  for  printing  and  sta- 
tionery, and  it  will  show  only  $1700  addi- 
tional for  new  clerk  and  additions  in  new 
appropriation  for  1875-76.  The  explanation 
of  not  ueeding  more  money  is  from  the  fact 
that  a  portion  of  the  amount  granted  for  clerk 
hire  last  year  has  not  been  used,  and  the  balance 
unexpended  will  be  paid  into  the  Sinking  Fund.] 

COMMUNICATIONS  FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

School  Committee.  Request  that  the  Everett 
Primary  School  in  Brighton  be  surrounded  by  a 
suitable  fence.  Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction.    Sent  down. 

Resignation.  Communication  from  John  C. 
Robinson  resigning  the  office  of  constable.  Placed 
on  rile. 

SCHOOL  BOOKS. 

The  Chairman  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Finance  on  request  of  Committee 
on  Accounts  of  Scboo)  Committee,  recommending 
the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordeied,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  from  the" ap- 
propriation for  School  Instructors  to  that  for 
School  Expenses,  School  Committee,  the  sum  of 
$19,296.44. 

Read  twice  and  passed — Teas  12,  nay*  0  Sent 
down. 

WATER       PIPES       IN       WARDS       SEVENTEEN       AND 
NINETEEN. 

Alderman  Stebbins,  for  the  Committee  on 
Water,  to  whom  was  ref<  rred  the  request  of  the 
Cochituate  Water  Board  for  an  appropriation  of 
$100,000  towards  extending  the  water  works  in 
Wards  17  and  19,  submitted  a  report  recommend- 
ing that  the  request  be  granted  and  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  report  an  oider  providing  the 
means.  R' port  accepted,  and  the  request  re- 
ferred to  Coinmittee  on  Finance.    Sent  down. 

ADDITIONAL  WATER  SUPPLY. 

Alderman  Stebbins  submitted  the  following  ■ 
The  Committee  on  Water,  to  whom  was  referred 
tne  petition  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  for 
additional  authority  to  contract  for  the  construc- 
tion of  aqueducts  ar.d  reservoirs  for  the  purpose 
of  providing  an  additional  supply  of  pure  water 
for  the  city  of  Boston,  havjng  considered  the  sub- 
ject, would  respectfully  reco  nn> end  the  passage 
of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Cochituate  Water  Boaid  be 
audit  is  hereby  authorized  to  contract  for  build- 
ing the  whole  of  the  aqueduct  between  Sudbury 
River  and  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir,  and  the  worts 
connected  therewith,  and  also  for  constructing 
the  three  reservoirs  designated  in  the  order  of  the 
Gity  Council,  approved  the  26th  of  February,  1875, 
and  the  works  connected  therewith,  necessary  for 
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storing-  and  purifying  the  waters  of  Sudbury 
River,  the  appropriations  of  money  heretofore 
made  for  an  "additional  supply  of  water"  to  he 
applied  in  making  payments  on  acccunt  of 
said  contracts,  ana  6t  other  expenses  in- 
eurred  oy  said  board,  under  the  authority 
of  the  orders  of  the  City  Council  ap 
proved  the  11th  April,  1873,  the  2d  January,  1875, 
and  the  26th  February,  1875;  provided,  however, 
that  the  contracts  hnein  authorized  shall  be  made 
in  the  manner  (-pecified  in  the  said  order  of  the 
City  Council,  approved  the  26th  of  February,  1875, 
and  provided,  also,  that  the  estimated  expense  of 
the  work  to  be  performed  und>-;r  all  of  said  con- 
tracts, including  the  contracts  entered  into  under 
the  authority  of  the  said  order  of  the  City  Council, 
approved  the  26th  February,  1875,  shall  not  ex- 
seed  the  sum  of  $4,500,000. 
Read  once. 

TRUSTEES  OF  CITY  HOSPITAL. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Special  Committee  to  Nominate  Trustees  of 
the  City  Hospital,  recornmendiag  the  election  of 
Steohen  L.  Emery  and  William  H.  KeDt.  The 
report  was  accepted. 

Alderman  Harris  moved  that  the  Board  proceed 
to  ballot. 

Alderman  Prescott  hoped  the  nominations 
would  be  laid  over. 

Alderman  Harris  withdrew  the  motion. 

DIRECTORS  FOR  PUBLIC    INSTITUTIONS. 

Aldeimau  Quiccy  submitced  a  report  fiom  the 
Joint  Special  Committee  to  Nominate  Candidates 
for  Directors  for  Public  Institutions,  recommend- 
ing the  election  of  Sylvanus  A.  Denio,  James  K. 
Fagin  and  Frederick  Pease.  The  report  was  ac- 
eepted  and  the  nominations  were  laid  over. 

STREETS. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Streets 
on  the  part  of  the  Board, submitted  the  following: 

Order  of  notice  to  John  Lamb,  Samuel  G-.  Reed, 
Michael  Freeman,  B^ujamin  F.  Griggs,  John  Mc- 
Earron,  heirs  of  Samuel  A.  Way,  Dennis  F.  Flagg, 
Aaron  Kingsbury,  Sarah  A.  Moise,  Nathan  Morse, 
Robut  Simosop,  Rutos  Estab;ook,  Lucinda  M. 
Avery,  George  P.  French,  Aldtn  Avery,  heirs  of 
Thomas  Marshall,  William  Bleakley,  Charles  H. 
Hayden,  L.  G.  Parmelee,  Herman  W.  Young, 
Pncebe  Daniels,  Israel  Huckins,  George  W.  Hunne- 
well,  Arthur  Libby,  W.  &  A.  B-.con,  William  F. 
Bell,  Edwin  R.  Jenness,  M.  &  P.  A.  Riley,  John 
Good,  Joseph  B.  SharLnd,  Edward  F.  Litchfield, 
Caroline  Homer,  W.  S.  Cordingley,  John  Griggs, 
John  J.  Dowd,  Hiram  Johnson,  Joseph  Ham, 
Franci«  J.  Abele,  Daniel  Clark.  John  Rogers, Emil 
F.  Ackermao,  Geru>an  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  W.  H.  Palmer,  W.  R.  Howe,  Ann  Vauier, 
Cynthia  W.  Batchelder,  John  Moore,  Reuben  M. 
Stackpole,  William  Mmot  and  Horace  B.  Sargent, 
to  ''quit"  oc  Shawtnut  avenue  on  or  before  the  1st 
day  of  May  now  next  ensuing. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  §400  be  and  the  same 
hereby  is  abated  from  the  assessment  for  better- 
ment for  tbe  widening  and  extension  of  Arch 
street  of  $3000  upon  the  estate  of  Christine  Nils- 
son  Rouzaud,  by  an  order  of  the  Board  of  Strtet 
Commissioners,"  of  Jan.  30, 1874,  owing  to  an  error 
in  said  assessment;  leaving  the  amount  of  bet- 
terment assessed  upon  her  estate — lio  to  114  arch 
street — for  the  benefit  of  said  widening  and  ex- 
tension, at  $2600. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  betterment  assessed  by  an  or- 
der of  this  Board,  of  June  2,  1874,  upon  Stephen 
Hills's  estate  in  Cambridge  street,  in  Ward  19, 
amounting  to  $177.78,  for  the  benefit  to  said  es- 
tate from  the  widening  of  said  Cambridge  street 
by  the  town  of  Brighton,  June  24, 1870,  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is,  for  cause,  abated  in  full. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  on  petition  of  Stephen  Hill,  for  appor- 
tionment of  betterment  assessment  on  Lincoln 
street,  Wa-d  19,  that  as  tbe  subject  is  properly 
within  the  province  of  the  Board  of  Street  Com- 
missioners, the  petition  should  be  referred  to  that 
board.    Report  accep'e  1  and  reference  ordered. 

Order  to  pay  heirs  of  Elizabeth  S.  Crispin  $8948, 
for  land  taken,  including  all  the  land  between  the 
southerly  line  of  Beach  street  as  widened  by  the 
order  of  the  Street  Commissioners  of  June  15, 
1874,  and  the  original  line  of  said  street,  and  for 
all  damages  occasioned  by  the  widening  of  Beach 
street;  ".he  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion tor  Widening  Beach  Street.    Read  once. 

Orders  to  pay  George  W.  Hunnewell  $2510,  and 


William  H.  Palmer  $371.50,  for  land  taken  and 
damages  occasioned  by  the  widening  of  Shaw- 
mut  avenue;  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Widening  Shawmut  Avenue. 

Severally  read  once. 

Orders  to  pav  Stephen  Hill  $46.05,  S.  E  Decker 
$244.80,  and  Charles  E.  Dearborn  $16.60  tor  lard 
taken  and  damages  occasioned  by  the  widening 
of  Lincoln  street,  Ward  19,  in  1873,  by  the  select- 
men of  Brighton. 

Severally  read  once. 

CLAIMS. 

Alderman  WorthingtO".i  submitted  reports  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims,  as  follows ; 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withoraw  on  pe- 
tition of  Susan  S.  Parker  to  be  paid  for  damages 
caused  by  alleged  cefect  in  Washington  street. 
Accepted.' 

Report  that  tbe  claim  of  Sarah  Waters,  for  per- 
sonal injuries  by  alleged  defect  in  Ninth  street, 
had  been  ?■  ttleu  in  full  for  $150.    Accepted. 

Report  that  Dr.  S.  T.  Hyde,  who  petitioned  for 
compe  sation  for  professional  services  rendered 
on  a  requisition  from  the  police,  had  been  award- 
ed $30  in  full  for  his  claim.    Accepted. 

Severally  sent  down. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Worthington,  f  or  the  Committee  on 
Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  reports 
recommending  the  granting,  on  the  usual  condi- 
tions, of  the  following  petitions  for  leave  to  occupy 
stables:  George  M.  Cook,  Lewis  stieet,  Ward  16; 
Charles  Cuue,  Pearl  street,  between  Everett 
and  Auburn  streets,  Ward  19.;  W.  J.  Griffichs, 
Dix  street,  near  Adams  street,  Ward  16.  Severally 
accepted. 

ARMORIES.   ■ 

Aid  trman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Armories,  submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  $500 
in  furnishing  and  fitting  up  the  armory  by  Com. 
pany  D,  Fourth  Battalion  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M., 
at  the  corner  of  Orleans  ana  Webster  streets, 
East  Boston  ;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Armories. 

Read  twice  and  passed— yeas  12,  nays  0.  Sent 
down. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses,  as  follows : 

Minors'  Applications  Granted— Twenty  news- 
boys. 

Intelligence  Office  License  Transferred— George 
A.  Appleby,  23%  Leverett  street,  to  E.  K.  Garvin. 

HacK  Licenses  Gran.ted — Thomas  Oiniond,  35 
Congress  street;  Albert  Hines,  18   Circuit   street. 

Liceuses  to  Deal  in  Second-hand  Articles  Granted 
— Patrick  McElhiuey,  4  Allen  court,  East  Boston; 
James  A.  Laverty,  551  Medford  street,  Ward  22; 
Michael  Kelley,  Maverick  street,  opposite  Cottage 
stree*,  East  Boston. 

Auctioneers  ILcensed— E.  F.  Gillett,  1513  Wash- 
ington street;  C.  H.  Starkev,85  Travers  street; 
McKay  &  Clapp,  126  Pearl  street;  Samuel  O.  Lit- 
tle, 13  Main  street,  Ward  20  (renewal). 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted — J.  E.  Milliken,  to 
give  a  concert  in  Concert  Hall  on  April  8th;  Geor- 
gia Mii.sfrels,  to  give  concert  at  Beethoven  Hall, 
for  four  weeks;  Kimball  &  Wells,  to  give  dramat- 
ic entertainment  at  Wait's  Hall,  April  19th. 

Pawubioker  Licensee— J.  J  Johnson,  22  Brattle 
street. 

Billiard  Licenses  Granted — Calvin  D.  Macom- 
ber,  831  Sixth  street;  Lorenz  Schleieher,  236 
Broadway;  Francis  F.  Vibber,  879  Sixth  street ; 
John  H.  Donnelly,  209  Broadway ;  J.  Q.  Lowd,  84 
West  Springfield  street;  Geoige  B.  Pierce  &  Co., 
2  Chapman  place  (two  bowling  alleys);  W.  F.  Ker- 
rigan, 805  Treiuont street;  George  Wright,  39  Eliot 
street. 

Wagon  License  Granted— Hill  &  Co.,  8  and  10 
Court  square. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Refused— Moses  L.  Morris, 
735  Washington  street;  Joseph  E.  Newball,  287 
Trernont  street;  Ramsell  Brothers,  93  Pleasant 
street;  James  Sullivan.  80  Pleasant  street;  James 
Moran,  1135  Harrison  avenue. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted— Mrs.  A.  M.  Jor- 
dan, 345  Wairen  street;  John  C.  Martain,  197 
Cambridge  street;  Andreas  Tomfohrde,  28  Hano- 
ver street;  Benjamin  S.  Brooks,  1926  Washington 
street;  W.  H.  Seeley,  179  Shawmut  avenue;  Louis 
Polf.tti,  53  and  55  Wairen  avenue,  Charlestown ; 
Arthur  Collins,  9  Albany  street;  Wenneiholm  & 
McLaughlin,  158  State  street;  James  Ryan,  201 
South  street;    Horace  C.  Barnes,    North   Feiry, 
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foot  of  Battery  street ;  James  B.  Lamb,  78  Merri- 
mac  street;  J.  P.  Weunerholm,  96  Merrirnae 
street. 

Innholder's  License  Granted— Joseph  Gahu,  10 
Bow  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  license  heretofore  granted  to 
Benjamin  De  Young  as  a  pawnbroker  at  35  Knee- 
land  street   be  revoked  for  cause. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS— RULES    AS    TO  BUILDINGS. 

Alderman  Quincy  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Ordnances  be  instructed  to  consider  and  report 
upon  the  expediency  of  providing  by  ordinance 
that  the  Board  of  Directors  of  Public  Institutions 
shall,  in  the  erection,  alteration  or  repair  of  build- 
ings, be  subject  to  the  same  provisions  concern- 
ing plans,  specifications  and  proposals,  to  which 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  are  now  sub- 
ject oy  ordinance. 
Passed.    Sent  down. 

BELL  TO  BE  RUNG. 

Alderman  Quincy  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  Tnat  trie  Board  of„Fire  Commissioners 
cause  th'  bell  ot  the  Maverick  Congregational 
Society,  at  the  corner  of  Liverpool  »ireet  and 
Maverick  square,  to  be  rung  at  the  usual  morn- 
ing, noon  and  evening  nours ;  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Bells  and  Clocks, 
Fire  Department. 
Read  once. 

STORAGE  OF  PETROLEUM. 

Alderman  Quincy,  for  the  Committee  on  Fire 
Department  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  .submitted  a 
report  recommending  the  granting  of  a  license  to 
E.  O.  &  F.  H.  Merrill  to  store  petroleum,  etc.,  at 
45-57  Ohulestowa  street.    Accepted. 

PAVING. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  P;iving, 
submitted  reports  and  orders  as  follows: 

Report  on  petition  of  N.  J.  Bradlee  et  al.,  with 
order  directing  the  Superintendent  of  Stieets  to 
pave  with  brick  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  St.  Mark's 
Church,  on  Pembi  oke  street.    Order  read  once. 

Report  recommending  the  granting  of  petition 
of  Patrick  Woods, to  move  wooden  building  from 
Norfolk  avenue  to  Hampden  street,  corner  of 
George.    Accepted. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  John  W.  Hollis,  for  abatement  of  side- 
walk assessment  on  Cambridge  street,  Ward  19. 
Accepted. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  Mary  Gallagher,  to  be  paid  for  grade 
damages  at  97  and  99  Cabot  street,  as  she  was  paid 
$500  in  1872,  in  full  settlement  of  her  claim.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Schedule  of  cost  ($1998.63)  of  laying  edgestones 
in  Longwood  avenue,  between  Bumpsteadlane  and 
Parker  street,  with  an  order  for  tne  assessment 
and  collection  of  one-half  the  same.  Order  lead 
once. 

SOUTH  BOSTON  RAILROAD   IN  WASHINGTON,   MILK, 
CHAUNCY  AND  HAWLEY  STREETS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  the  following  (City 
Doc.  No.  427): 

The  Committee  on  Paving,  to  whom  was  recom- 
mitted the  petition  of  the  South  Boston  Railroad 
Company  i or  a  location  on  Summer,  Washington 
and  Hawley  streets,  respectfully  report  the  accom- 
panying order  of  location: 

Ordered,  That,  in  addition  to  the  rights  hereto- 
fore granted  to  the  South  Boston  Railroad  Com- 
pany to  lay  down  tracks  in  several  of  the  streets 
of  the  city  of  Boston,  said  company  shall  have 
the  right  to  lay  down  a  single  track  as  follows, 
viz. :  Commencing  at  a  point  in  the  tracks  of  the 
Metropolitan  Railroad  on  Summer  street,  opposite 
the  easterly  line  ot  Chauncy  street  extended, 
thence  through  Summer  street  to  Washington 
street,  through  Washington  street  to  Milk  street, 
through  Milk  street  to  Hawley  street,  and  through 
Hawley  street  to  Summer  street,  there  to  connect 
with  the  track  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad 
as  now  laid  down  in  said  Summer  street. 
Said  company  shall  also  have  the  right  to 
lay  down  a  curved  track  at  the  intersection  of 
Beach  and  Kingston  streets,  to  connect  the  tracks 
of  said  company  on  Beach  street  with  the  tracks 
of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  on  Kingston  street. 
The  tracks  located  by  this  order  being  shown  by 
red  lines  on  two  plans  drawn  by  Henry  W.  Wilson, 
civil  engineer,  dated  March  2, 1875,  and  deposited 
in  the  office  of   the  Superintendent  of  Streets. 


Said  South  Boston  Railroad  Company  shall  also 
have  the  right,  subject  to  the  provisions  of  lav/,  to 
enter  upon  and  use  with  its  horses  and  cais  the 
tracks  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  on 
Kingston  and  Summer  streets.  The  right  to  lay 
down  the  track  located  by  this  order  is  upon  the 
condition  that  the  whole  work  of  laying  down  the 
same,  the  focmof  rail  to  be  used,  and  the  kind 
and  quality  of  material  used  in  paving  said  track, 
shall  be  under  the  direction  and  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  Committee  on  Paving  and  the  Super- 
intendent of  Streets,  and  shall  be  approved  by 
them.  Also,  upon  the  condition  that  the  said 
South  Boston  Railroad  Company  shall  accept  this 
order  of  location,  and  shall  agree  in  writing  to 
comply  with  the  conditions  herein  contained,  and 
file  said  acceptance  and  agreement  with  tne  City 
Clerk  wiihin  thirty  days  of  the  date  of  its  pas- 
sage; otherwise  it'shafl  be  null  and  void. 

Read  once. 

Alderman  Povvei  expressed  the  hope  that  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  would  take  pains  to  examine 
the  plans  and  maps  befoie  the  next  meeting,  that 
they  may  vote  understandingly. 

Alderman  Woithington  asked  if  it  is  in  contem- 
plation to  discontinue  the  running  of  the  South 
Boston  cais  round  the  circuit  and  keep  them  all 
on  the  east  side  of  Washington  street? 

Alderman  Power  said  that  was  in  tne  hands  of 
the  Board  to  act  upon. 

Alderman  Worthington  Slid  he  asked  whac  the 
feeling  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Paviog  was. 

Alderman  Power— I  think  a  majority  of  the 
Committee  on  Paving  are  in  favor  of  confining 
the  South  Boston  cars  to  that  location.  So  far  as 
my  07m  feeling  goes  I  am  in  favor  of  letting  them 
have  the  privilege  of  running  a  few  of  their  cars 
as  near  tie  North  fciid  depots  as  possible,  though 
£  believe  the  company  will  be  willing  io  run  most 
of  their  cars  on  this  new  location ;  but  it  rests 
with  this  Board  to  say  whether  they  will  confine 
them  there.  I  have  answered  the  question  the 
best  I  can. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  merely  wanted  to 
know  what  the  committee  weie  doing. 

REPAINTING  BROADWAY  BRIDGE. 

Alderman  Powei,  for  the  Committee  on  Bridges, 
submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commiitee  on  Bridges  be 
authorized  to  repaint  Broadv?ay  Bridge,  at  an  esti- 
mated expeuse  of  $1000;  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Rebuilding  the  Draw  of  said 
Bridge. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

SUPPLIES  FOR  PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Scebbins,  the  ordinance 
to  amend  the  ordinance  idating  to  public  institu- 
tions, \>j  striking  out  from  the  seventh  section 
(Ordinances,  page  403,)  all  woras  between  "price" 
in  the  fourth  line  and  "no"  in  the  eighteenth  line; 
also  by  insercing  in  the  eighth  section,  after  the 
word  "expenditures,"  in  the  third  line,  the  words 
"and  receipts  in  detail  for  theprecedingquarter," 
was  taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  Quincy— The  section  which  it  is  pro- 
posed to  change  may  be  found  on  page  403  of  the 
ordinances. 

"Sect.  7.  Whenever  it  is  necessary  to  procure 
supplies,  material,  services  or  laboi  for  the  said 
institutions,  all  due  care  shall  be  used  to  procure 
the  same  at  the  lowest  market  pi  ice." 

That  it  is  proposed  to  leave.  The  clause  to  be 
stricken  out  is  as  follows : 

"When  the  supplies  or  materials  to  be  obtained 
exceed  in  value  the  sum  of  $300,  the  board  shall 
advertise  in  the  newspapets  employed  by  the  city 
to  publish  its  advertisements  tor  sealed  proposals 
to  furnish  such  supplies  or  materials,  describing 
particularly  the  quality  and  quantity  required, 
and  the  times  and  places  of  delivery.  Such  pro- 
posals as  may  be  receivec  shall  be  opened  at  a 
public  meeting  of  the  board,  and  the  contracts 
shall  be  awarded  to  the  lowest  bidder;  provided, 
the  board  shall  deem  it  for  the  best  interest  of  the 
city  ;  and  rhe  person  contracting  shall  furnish  sat- 
isfactory security  for  the  faithful  performance  of 
his  contract." 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  committee  understood 
that  these  provisions  had  never  been  enforced, 
and  it  was  thought  best  that  they  should  either  be 
enforced  or  repealed.  The  directors  say  that  its 
enforcement  would  greatly  hamper  the  busi- 
ness; and  if  they  wanted  to  buy  $300 
woith  of  beef  or  flour,  and  it  had  to  be 
done  through  proposals,  it  would  not  always 
be  f ov  the  best  interest  of  the  city.     They  often 
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wish  to  take  advantage  of  the  markets  and  make 
larger  purchases  than  that,  and  I  think  it  is  very 
evident  that  if  we  cannot  trust  a  board  with  its 
rusuing  expenses  up  to  $300  we  had  better  not 
trust  them  at  a'l.  At  the  same  time  the  commit- 
tee thought  that  the  quarterly  report  of  the  board 
should  contain  the  expenditures  and  receipts  a 
little  more  in  detail  than  it  does  row,  and  there- 
fore the  vote  of  the  committee  was  to  strike  out 
this  provision  tor  $ 300,  :-.nd  insert  the  one  provid- 
ing for  a  report  of  the  expenditures  and  re- 
ceipts in  detail.  This  limit  of  $300  is  one 
which  the  other  boards  are  not  subjected  to,  and 
the  reason  why  it  was  introduced  into  this  ordi- 
nance did  n't  appear  to  the  committee,  and  the 
directors  thought  they  had  a  right  to  ask  for  its 
repeal. 

At  the  request  of  Alderman  Bur  rage,  Alderman 
Quincy  read  the  section  as  it  would  be  after 
amended. 

Alderman  Prescott— Do  I  understand  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  to  say  there  is  no  limit 
fixed  in  regard  to  the  amount  of  supplies  that  can 
be  purchased,  without  advertisement,  under  the 
amendment  to  the  ordinance? 

Alderman  Quincy— If  the  amendment  is  passed 
there  will  be  practically  no  limit.  These  are  the 
current  running  expenses  and  it  did  n't  occur  to 
the  committee  to  make  a  limit  in  the  expenditures 
for  current  expenses.  One  could  be  easily 
suggested  by  naming  a  larger  amount,  but  such 
was  not  the  opinion  of  the  committee. 

Alderman  Prescott— It  seems  to  me  there  ehould 
be  some  amount  fixed  beyond  which  the  directors 
should  not  go  without  receiving  pioposals.  A  re- 
striction is  placed  upon  committees ;  they  cannot 
make  contracts  beyond  a  certain  sum  witnout  ad- 
vertising for  proposals.  What  I  had  in  my  mind 
at  the  time  was  in  regard  to  the  matter  of  fuel,  an 
article  which  costs  mauy  thousands  of  dollars, 
and  in  which  there  has  never  in  the  past  bean  any 
great  competition  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to 
learn.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  large  quantity  of 
coal  they  require  shoulj  be  put  out  by  contract, 
the  same  as  is  done  by  the  city  of  Boston. 

Alo'eiman  Power— The  passage  of  this  order,  of 
couise,  don't  interfere  with  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors advertisi-  g  for  materials  whe.i.  in  their 
judgment,  they  think  it  is  best  to  do  so.  The 
special  reason  for  making  the  change  is  in  the 
matter  of  provisions,  which  staaria  in  the  way  of 
enforcing  the  ordinance.  As  a  general  thing,  I 
am  in  favov  of  competition;  but  fuel,  which  the 
gentleman  meationed,  is  a  standard  article,  and  I 
am  in  favor  of  ao  vertising  for  proposals  for  sup- 
plies of  such  things.  I  don't  think  the 
directors  ask  this  change  in  order  to  evade  any 
such  thing  as  that,  but  it  is  simDly  that  they  may 
purchase  provisions  avd  general  supplies  at  any 
time,  and  this  oidinat.ce  will  interfere  with  the 
proper  and  good  management  of  the  institutions 
if  it  is  enforced.  I  think  it  is  well  ei.ough  as  it  is. 
I  don't  know  that  the  Trustees  of  the  City  Hospi- 
tal are  compelled  to  advertise  for  everything  they 
want,  and  I  don't  -know  that  any  of  the  boards 
are  except  the  Water  Board  in  relation  to  the 
great  project  of  additional  supply,  in  which  I 
believe  a  clause  was  inserted  requiring  it.  With 
that  exception  I  believe  nodepartmen;  is  required 
to  advertise. 

Alderman  Bun-age—  What  is  the  amount  usu-Oly 
expended  for  fuel  by  these  institutions? 

Alderman  Prescott-I  can  answer  the  Alderman 
from  the  Auditor's  estimates:  House  of  Industry, 
fuel  and  lights,  $17,000;  House  of  Correction,  do., 
$15,000:  Lunatic  Hospital,  do.,  $6000;  steamer 
Henry  Morrison,  fuel,  $6000— amounting  in  all  to 
$44,000,  and  it  is  all  purchased  at  one  time.  It 
seems  to  me  that  in  such  a  matter  competition 
ought  to  be  provided  for.  Although  the  ordinance 
in  relation  to  the  City  Hospital  does  not  require 
an  advertisement  for  supplies  of  eo^l,  yef-he trus- 
tees have  done  so;  and  1  think  that  until  within  a 
few  years  it  was  the  custom  of  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors to  do  the  same  thin?.  I  car  not  help  feel- 
ing that,  if  that  provision  fcshoala  be  made, 
fuel  could  be  purcbasod  at  a  lower  price. 

Alderman  Burrage— I  think  it  wo  aid  be  better 
to  amend  by  excepting  the  article  of  fuel  from  the 
supplies. 

Alderman  O'Brien — When  the  trustees  appeared 
before  the  committee  I  believe  that  fuel  was 
mentioned,  and  they  stated  that  their  contract  for 
fuel  was  lower  than  that  for  the  city  of  Boston. 
In  other  matters  I  can  see  where  a  limit  of  $300 
would  prove  a  serious  detriment  to  the  directors 
in  purchasing  flour  and  provisions  generally.  I 
have  no  objection  to  requinr  g  competition  in  re- 


gard to  fuel,  though  in  that  thev  can  move  as 
they  do  in  other  articles. 

Aldeimau  Power— Bids  are  invited  from  those 
known  to  be  furnishing  the  kind  of  fuel  re- 
quired, but  as  the  Alderman  remarked  I  have 
no  objection  in  a  clause  excepting  fuel,  if  it  is 
desiied. 

Alderman  Prescott— The  fuel  for  the  public  in- 
stitutions is  delivered  at  the  wharf;  while  that 
for  the  city  is  contracted  for  to  be  delivered  at 
the  nublic  uuildings.  It  is  natural  to  suppose 
that  fuel  to  be  delivered  at  the  wharf  can  be  pur- 
chased cheaptr  than  if  delivered  at  buildings  all 
"ver  the  city.  It  seems  to  me  that  a  contract  for 
supplying  $40,000  worth  of  fuel  should  be  open  to 
competition  and  the  contract  awarded  to  the 
lowest  bidder. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  did  not  compare  the  state- 
ments, but  I  distinctly  remember  their  saying  that 
their  fuel  was  purchased  at  a  lower  price  than  fuel 
is  furnished  to  the  city  for. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott,  the  ordinance 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

PERMIT  FOR  STEAM  ENGINE. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines,  recommending  that 
the  petition  of  W .  &  J.  Stridor,  for  leave  to  locate 
a  steam  engine  and  boiler  at  7755  Washington 
street,  be  gianted.    Accepted. 

ARMORY  IN  DORCHESTER. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy,  the  order  to  al- 
low and  pay  $200  per  annum  for  ient  of  armory  of 
Company  C,  Fourth  Battalion  of  Infantry,  on  Han- 
cock street,  Ward  16,  beginning  Jan.  1,  1875,  was 
taken  from  the  table  and  put  on  its  passage. 

Alderman  Worthington  explained  that  this  mat- 
ter had  been  before  the  committee  some  time, 
both  this  year  and  last,  Captain  Paget's  company 
at  Lower  Mills  had  asked  for  an  armory  farther 
down  in  the  interior  of  Dorchester;  they  were  un- 
able to  obtain  Lyceum  Hall,  and  it  was  decided  to 
locate  the  armory  in  the  Cibson-street  High 
School  building.  About  that  time  Captain 
Harlow  of  Company  C,  Fourth  Battalion, 
came  in  with  a  petition,  and  it  was  de- 
cided to  locate  both  companies  in  that  building, 
and  fit  up  the  lower  part  foi  the  armories  and  the 
upper  part  for  a  drill  room,  and  each  company 
had  every  convenience,  without  interfering  with 
the  other.  They  were  entirely  separate  and  dis- 
tinct. Captain  Harlowe  said  it  was  too  far  from 
where  hi",  men  were  located,  and  he  wanted  an 
armory  nearer  Upham's  Corner.  The  committee 
looked  over  the  whole  territory,  and  in  their  opin- 
ion that  was  no  reasonable  objection.  It  is  only 
a  little  over  a  mile  from  Meeting  House  Hill  and 
one  and  one-half  miles  from  the  Centre, where  his 
men  live.  This  is  oitv  property ;  and  there  is  no 
ohei  building  suitable  for  an  armory  in  that  vi- 
cinity. Last  year  the  City  Council  appropriated 
money  for  fitting  it  up,  and  it  is  now  tneir 
armory,  and  they  are  charging  it  to  the 
State  today.  If  this  $200  is  appropriated,  Cap- 
tain Harlowe's  company  will  have  two  armories 
and  the  city  will  lose  the  $600  it  can  receive  from 
the  State. 

Alderman  Quincy  said  he  regretted  that  a  com- 
mittee generally  so  peaceable  and  harmo- 
nious as  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  should 
be  divided  upon  this  matter;  with  the  exception 
of  the  chairman,  they  are  entirely  unanimous  in 
this  matter.  He  was  willing  to  admit  for  the  sake 
of  argument-^what  Colonel  Wilson  denies — that 
the  schoolhouse  has  ample  accommodations ;  but 
Captain  Harlowe's  point  was  that  so  many  of  his 
men  had  to  go  so  far  now  that  it  was  a  hardship 
to  ask  them  to  go  farther.  Tne  captain  stated  the 
residences  of  the  men  to  be  as  follows  : 

'■The  company  which  I  have  the  honor  to  com- 
mand is  composed  at  the  present  time  of  fifty- 
four  members.  Of  this  number,  twenty-eight  live  at 
add  in  the  immediate  vicinity  ot  Upham's  Corner. 
The  balance  of  the  membership  is  located  at  the 
Highlands  and  South  End,  with  the  exception  of 
three  who  live  at  Atlantic,  one  who  lives  on 
Dorchester  aveoue,  opposite  the  old  Dor- 
chester High  School  building,  and  three 
who  reside  at  Field's  Corner.  The  meet- 
ings of  the  company,  for  a  large  part  of 
the  time  since  its  reorganization  in  April  last,  at 
which  time  I  took  command,  have  been  held  twice 
each  week,  for  the  purpose  of  perfection  in  drill, 
n  order  that  the  company  should  be  able  to  com- 
pare favorably  with  others  in  the  militia.  The  at- 
tendance at  these  meetings  has  been  verv  good, 
the  number  present  ranging  from  twenty  to  forty. 
The  hour  for  the  meetings  has  been  7.30,  but  as  a 
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number  of  the  members  came  from  the  city  on 
the  car  which  arrives  at  Upham's  Corner  at  7.45, 
drills  and  business  meetings  have  beeu  postponed 
until  that  time." 

Alderman  Quincy  referred  to  page  311  of  the 
minutes  of  last  year,  and  read  the  proceedings  on 
this  subject,  by  which  the  words  "and  Company 
C,  Fourth  Battalion,"  were  stricken  out,  and  that 
was  concurred  in  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  The 
Alderman  read  from  the  remarks  made  in  both 
branches,  to  show  that  it  was  not  clearly  under- 
stood in  both  branches  that  the  armory  of  Com- 
pany C  should  be  located  there.  The  two  compa- 
nies belong  to  separate  organizations,  owning  to 
no  common  authority,  and  they  should  not  be  lo- 
cated in  the  same  building.  He  supposed 
that  t'e  chairman  in  the  other  branch 
did  not  understand  that  the  committee  were  not 
unanimous  because  the  chairman  had  not  given 
notice  of  his  intention  to  make  a  minority  report. 
If  the  City  Council  had  taken  the  action  stated  oy 
the  chairman,  it  would  not  perhaps  be  well  tore- 
cede;  but  not  having  taken  that  action,  the  com- 
mittee cannot  look  at  it  in  the  same  light  as  their 
chairman.  The  Aldei man  concluded  by  quoting 
the  militia  law,  which  provides  that  the  location 
of  a  company's  armory  shall  be  determined  by  the 
residence  of  a  majority  of  its  members,  which, 
although  it  does  not  strictly  apply  to  this  case,  yet 
the  spirit  of  the  law  applies. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  that,  in  reply  to  the 
statement  of  Colonel  Wilson,  the  rooms  are  di- 
vided by  a  partition  running  through  the  centre, 
and  there  is  ample  space  for  two  companies.  Af- 
ter Captain  Paget  got  in ,  the  closets  were  filled  up 
temporarily,  with  the  understanding  that  they 
were  to  be  taken  out  when  Captain  Harlowe  came 
in.  The  armory  is  a  mile  and  a  third  from  the 
cemre  where  Captain  Harlowe  says  the  members 
of  his  company  reside.  From  Upham's  Corner  to 
Dorcbester  avenue  is  a  railroad;  the  distance  is 
about  2500  feet,  or  about  ten  minutes'  walk  From 
Meeting  House  Hill  to  the  schoolhouse  it  is  4000 
feet.  Childien  walk  that  distance  to  school 
and  back  every  day,  and  the  citizen  sol- 
diers should  be  able  to  do  the  same 
thing.  The  debate  alluded  to  by  Alder- 
man Quincy  was  in  regard  to  fitting  up  the  armo- 
ries with  closets  and  gun  racks  for  the  two  com- 
panies, and  he  had  stated  that  unless  Captain 
Harlowe  came  in  there  all  the  money  would  not  be 
needed,?iid  the  fitting  up  of  the  room  wouldbe  done 
by  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings.  Captain 
i-daget  accepted  the  location  at  once;  and  if  Cap- 
tain Harlow  will  do  so  be  will  have  just  as  good 
an  armory  as  Captain  Paget  has.    The  companies 


are  no  more  together  than  two  tenants  in  one 
building.  The  partition  runs  lengthwise  the 
whole  building,  and  the  entrances  are  on  differ- 
ent sides. 

Alderman  O'Brien  said  it  was  commendable  to 
cut  down  expenses,  but  this  is  a  modest  request  for 
$ 200  for  a  little  armory  in  the  vicinity  where  the 
men  reside.  Thirty-three  of  the  men  reside  from 
a  mile  to[a  mile  and  a  half  from  this  little  armory, 
and  they  would  have  to  travel  two  or  three  miles 
to  reach  the  schoolhouse,  which  it  was  unreason- 
able to  ask  them  to  do.  In  regard  to  the  horse 
car,  suppose  fifty-five  men  bave  to  pay  their  car 
fares,  it  will  cost  them  more  than  the  city  pays  for 
the  armory ;  the  city  will  save  $200  and  the  men 
lose  several  hundreds.  The  company  is  one  of  the 
best  drilled  in  the  city  and  are  favorably  spoken 
of  in  every  respect.  If  this  is  not  allowed  there  is 
a  possibility  of  the  company  disbanding. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  they  had  asked  the 
city  to  pay  the  "modest"  sum  of  $200  for  a  little 
room  that  is  n't  worth  $50.  It  is  to  be  only  a  tem- 
porary place  till  they  get  something  better,  and 
he  wants  to  have  one  built  for  him,  at  a  rent  of 
$800  or  $1000  a  year.  There  is  n't  a  company  in 
Boston  but  the  members  go  that  distance  to  drill. 
Captain  Harlowe  refused  to  go  into  the  armory 
with  Captain  Paget,  who  had  a  nice  set  of  young 
men  in  his  company,  who  come  an  average  dis- 
tance of  a  mile  and  seven-ninths  to  this  armory; 
yet  Captain  Harlowe's  men  cannot  come  a  mile 
and  a  third.  If  we  are  to  have  citizen  soldiers, 
they  sbould  be  able  to  walk  as  far  to  an  armory 
as  children  do  to  school.  -  ,i 

Alderman  O'Brien  said  Captain  Harlowe  never 
would  put  bis  company  there  and  the  city  will 
never  get  the  $600  rent  from  the  State.  In  fact 
Captain  Paget's  lieutenant  says  they  don't  want 
them  there,  as  there  is  not  room  enough  for  the 
two. 

Alderman  Worthington  replied  th  >,t  he  knew 
that  argument  was  to  be  made.  The  distance  was 
not  greater  than  the  boys  walk  to  the  headquar- 
ters of  the  school  regiment.  He  bad  no  personal 
interest,  but  was  merely  looking  out  for  the 
closest  economy. 

The  order  was  passed — yeas  8,  nays  4 — in  concur- 
rence. 

Yeas — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Buirage,  Harris,. 
O'Brien,  Pope,  Quincy,  Stebbins,  Viles— 8. 

Nays— Aldermen  Clark,  Power,  Prescott,  Wor- 
thington—4. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy,  it  was  voted 
that  when  the  Board  adjourn  it  be  to  tomorrow  at 
seven  o'clock  P.  M..,  and  on  motion  of  Alderman 
Power  the  Board  adjourned  to  that  time. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Bo&rd  of  Aldermen, 

MARCH    30,    1875. 


The  Board  met,  according  to  adjournment,  at 
seven  o'clock,  P.  M.,  and  went  into  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  new  draft  of  the  city  charter, 
Alderman  Power  in  the  chair. 

The  committee  remained  in  session  till  ten  min- 
utes before  ten  o'clock,  and  considered  sections 
121  to  167  inclusive. 

Alderman  Burrage  offered  an  amendment  to  sec- 
tion 143,  providing  for  xhe  appointment  of  a  Har- 
bor Master  by  the  Police  Commission  (tne  new 
draft  gives  the  authority  of  Harbor  Master  to  the 
captain  of  the  Harbor  Police  station),  which  was 
voted  down. 

The  Board  adjourned  to  6.45  P.  M.,  tomorrow,  to 
continue  the  consideration  of  the  charter. 


MARCH      31 


1875. 


Adjourned  meeting  at  6.45  P.  M.,  Alderman 
Power  in  the  chair. 

ENTERTAINMENT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 

Alderman  Worthington  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  tender  the  hospitalities  of  the^ity  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States  and  his  Cabinet  on 
the  occasion  of  his  contemplated  visit  to  this 
State,  and  that  a  joint  special  committee  of  the 
City  Council,  with  his  Honor  the  Mayor  as  chair- 
man, and  the  chairman  and  three  members  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  with  such  as  the  Common 
Council  may  join,  be  a  committee  to  make  the 
nece.-sary  arrangements;  the  expenses  thereof  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Incidentals. 

Alderman  Worthirgton— If  there  is  no  objec- 
tion, I  move  that  the  order  take  its  second  read- 
ing. The  President  is  expected  to  be  here  on  the 
17tb  of  April,  and  there  are  only  three  weeks  in 
which  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements.  I 
understand  that  the  Commercial  Club  contemplate 
giving  him  an  entertainment,  and  probably  an 
excursion  will  be  on  the  programme.  It  seemed 
to  me  that  it  would  be  proper  for  the  city  to  make 
some  arrangements  to  receive  the  President,  and 
I  have  therefore  offered  the  order. 

Alderman  Clark  in  the  chair. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed — yeas  11, 
nays  0. 

Aldermen  Worthington,  Power  and  Prescott 
were  appointed  on  said  committee. 

Sent  do  wo. 

PETITION. 

A  petition  was  received  from  the  Middlesex 
Railroad  Company  for  leave  to  lay  a  turnout  track 
not  to  exceed  150  "feet  in  length,  connecting  with 
ite  track  in  Cambridge  stieet,  between  Parker 
street  and  the  line  of  Somerville.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  Paving. 

ADDITIONAL    WATER  SUPPLY. 

Alderman  Stebhins— it  is  very  desirable  that 
the  order  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Water, 
on  Monday,  should  go  to  che  other  branch  as  soon 
as  possible.  I  intended,  before  the  Board  should 
adjourn  tonight,  to  ask  for  a  special  mpeting  to- 
morrow, that  the  order  referred  to  might  be 
passed,  but  as  general  business  oas  been'  intro- 
duced, I  move  that  we  take  up  the  order. 

The  order  [City  Doc.  No.  44,  viz.,  an  order  to 
authorize  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  to  contracc 
for  building  the  whole  of  the  aqueduct  between 
Sudbury  River  and  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir,  and 
the  works  connected  therewith,  and  also  for  con- 
structing the  three  reservoirs  designated  in  the 
order  approved  Feb.  26,  1875,  etc.,  the  estimated 
expense  of  the  work  to  be  performed  under  all  of 
said  contracts  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  $4,500,000] 
was  taken  up,  and  read  a  second  time  and  put 
upon  its  passage. 

Alderman  Harris — I  would  like  to  ask  my  friend 
from  Ward  8,  who  is  so  conversant  with  every- 
thing appertaining  to  water  works,  what  is  to  be 
understood  by  "and  the  works  connected  there- 
with," in  the  fifth  line? 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  suppose  "the  works  con- 
nected therewith"  would   be  construed  as  mean- 


ing bridges  over  certain  roads,  perhaps;  the 
bridge  over  Charles  River,  which  is  necessary, 
and  certain  culverts  connected  with  the  conauit. 

Alderman  Power — And  tunnelling. 

Alderman  Worthington-  We  have  a  reference 
here  to  certain  oiders  approved  April  11, 1873,  Jan. 
2, 1875,  and  the  22d  of  February,  1875.  It  seems  to 
me  we  ought  to  have  tbem  read,  that  the  Board 
may  be  more  familiar  wifj  them.  I  do  not  re- 
msuibei  what  those  oiders  were,  and  I  would  like 
to  hear  them  read  flat  we  may  know  just  what  we 
are  doing. 

Alderman  Stebbins — The  first  order,  April  11, 
1873,  piovided  for  a  loan  of  $500,000,  by  which  the 
tunnel  was  co  be  constructed;  the  second,  of  Jan. 
2, 1875,  was  the  order  authorizing  the  Water  Board 
to  take  Sudbury  River;  the  third  order,  of  Feb. 
26,  1875,  was  for  a  loan  of  $1,500,000  to  enable  the 
Water  Board  to  go  forward  and  complete  the  tun- 
nel and  build  three  storage  reservoirs.  This  order 
authorizes  the  Water  Board  to  contract  for  build- 
ing the  whole  line  of  tunnel. 

Aldeiman  Worthington — This  order  says  the 
sum  shall  not  exceed  $4,500,000;  I  wish  to  ask  if 
that  is  to  complete  the  whole  work  on  the  Sud- 
bury scheme— the  storage  basins  and  everything 
necessary  to  carry  the  water  to  Chestnut  Hill  Res- 
ervoir. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  City  Engineer  esti- 
mates that  that  will  cover  the  entire  cost  with  the 
exceptioa  of  mill  damages,  which  is  a  separate 
item  and  on  which  no  estimate  has  been  made. 

Alderman  Worthington — What  will  be  the  con- 
sequence if  we  shall  vote  to  pay  this  money,  and 
it  shall  turn  out,  after  we  have  got  two-thirds  of 
the  w  iy  into  it,  that  it  is  going  to  cost — what  a 
great  manv  believe  it  will  cost— from  six  to  eight 
millions  of  dollars,  instead  of  $4,500,000.  I  think 
it  was  stated  by  the  engineers,  at  the  fli  st  meeting 
I  attended,  that  it  would  cost  from  ten  to  twelve 
millions  of  dollars.  The  first  time  1  ever  saw  Mr. 
Davis  v/as  at  that  meeting.  Then  the  talk  was 
that  it  would  cost  from  eight  to  twelve  millions  of 
dollars. 

Alderman  Stebbins— To  what  meeting  uoe?  the 
Alderman  refer? 

Alderman  Worthington— It  was  a  meeting  of  the 
Engineers  and  the  old  Water  Board.  Then  the 
talk  was  that  it  would  cost  from  eight  to  twelve 
millions  of  dollars;  that  has  been  believed  by  a 
good  many  up  to  this  time,  and  it  was  so  argued 
last  year.  Now,  I  want  to  know  what  will  be  the 
consequence,  if  we  get  into  it,  if  this  $4,500,000 
does  not  pay  the  bills.  I  don't  know  but  it  will; 
but  I  want  to  know  where  we  are.  It  is  an  impor- 
tant thing;  it  involves  the  expenditure  of 
$4,500,000,  and  I  think  we  had  better  talk 
about  it;  we  had  better  go  into  that  de- 
bating society  that  the  late  Alderman 
talked  aboat,  and  get  some  information.  I  am 
merely  trying  to  get  information  now.  It  is  the 
feeling  of  many  that  it  will  cost  $8,000,000;  but  by 
looking  over  this  order  it  appears  that  it  is  to  cost 
but  $4,500,000.  Now  I  want  to  know  what  the 
consequence  will  be  if  it  cannot  be  built  for  $4,- 
500,000? 

Alderman  Power— I  think  the  language  of  this 
order  ougnt  to  satisfy  the  Alderman.  The 
Board  want  authority  to  make  contracts  for 
the  whole  woik,  and  the  order  specifies  a  lim- 
it, viz.:  "and  piovided,  also,  that  the  estimated 
expense  of  the  work  to  be  performed  under  all  of 
said  contracts,  including  the  contracts  entered  in- 
to un<ier  the  authority  nf  the  said  order  of  the 
City  Council,  approved  the  26th  of  February,  1875, 
shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  $4,500,000."  Ithave 
never  heard  the  estimated  cost  of  the  actual 
works  put  at  a  sum  higher  than  this ;  but  fabulous 
sums  have  been  put  upon  the  mill  damages,  which 
have  not  been  estimated  upon.  It  has  been  put 
higher  than  that,  and  fabulous  sums  have 
been  put  upon  the  mill  damages  for  the 
purpose  of  argument,  and  defeating  this  scheme 
in  the  last  Government,  and  that  was  what 
delayed  it  so  long.  The  work  on  the  tunnel, 
bridges,  etc.,  can  easily  be  estimated  very 
closely.  Of  course  the  Water  Board  want 
to  obtain  this  authority,  advertise  for  proposals 
and  contiact  f  or  the  work.  When  they  receive 
their  proposals,  if  the  figures  do  not  come  under 
this  sum,  they  have  no  authority  to  go  beyond  it, 
and  of  course  will  not.  I  have  been  informed  that 
since  the  oider  to  seize  Sudbury  River  passed 
the  fabulous  sums  for  mill  damages  have  all  dwin- 
dled ;  and  I  am  further  informed  that  if  General 
Builer  should  be  retained  by  the  city  in 
the  settlement  of  those  damages,  the  actual 
cost    would    be    very  small.    Although  General 
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Butler  has  been  in  a  position  of  antagonism  to 
the  city  in  this  matter,  and — I  don't  want  to  be 
understood  as  being  generally  a  veiy  strong 
Liend  of  his— I  think,  and  have  no  doubt  that  it 
might  be  a  good  idea  for  the  city  of  Boston  to 
secure  the  services  of  General  Butler  in  this  mat- 
ter. I  am  informed  that  if  he  is  retained  the  city 
will  have  to  pay  but  a  comparatively  trifling- 
amount  for  mill  damages  on  the  Sudbury  and 
Concord  rivers.  I  have  never  beard  any  esti- 
mate made  that  would  put  the  cost  of  the 
actual  works  much  above  this  sum.  The  whole 
question  was  thoroughly  discussed  by  last 
year's  Government,  but  of  course  it  is  proper 
that  we  should  discuss  it  thoioughly  here  tonight 
and  get  all  the  information  we  can.  If  the  Alder- 
man thinks  he  has  not  got  light  enough  upon  ir, 
I,  for  one,  although  knowing  and  feeling  the  im- 
portance of  taking  action  as  soon  as  possible, 
should  not  object  to  further  delay  if  it  is  desired; 
for  in  a  matter  of  this  ki-id  it  does  not  become  us 
to  act  without  mature  deliberation. 

Alderman  Worthington— Being  rather  au  old 
citizen  of  Boston,  I  remember  that  when  they 
commencea  to  build  the  works  for  bringing  the 
water  from  Lake  Cochituate  to  the  city  the  Water 
Boaid  called  for  something  less  than  a  million 
dollars.  But  we  all  know  that  it  cost  more  than 
twice  what  vva=  estimated  when  the  agitation  first 
commenced.  I  remember  very  well  that  they  said 
it  would  cost  $950,000  to  build  Chestnut-Hill 
Reservoir,  and  that  was  all  they  asked  for  But 
you  see  by  the  books  that  it  cost  $2,450,000 
before  it  was  done.  .Now,  sir,  I  am  in  favor  of 
this  order,  and  I  dou't  propose  go  throw 
any  obstacle  in  its  way;  but  I  want 
to  be  pretty  sure  that  thsy  are  ask- 
ing for  money  enough  to  finish  this  work;  that 
tney  are  not  coming  here  next  year  for  more,  and 
that  we  are  doing  our  whole  duty  tonight.  I 
think  we  ought  to  look  this  matter  in  the  face 
now  and  not  have  it  come  back  upon  us  after- 
wards. If  there  is  any  assurance  that  this  is  all  to 
be  done  for  the  amount  named,  then  it  is  ail 
right;  but  we  had  better  understand  it  before  we 
vote. 

Alderman  Stebbins—  We  have  the  best  assur- 
ance we  can  obtain  that  the  work  can  be  done  for 
the  amount  named  in  the  order  —  the  assur- 
ance of  our  City  Engineer.  I.  for  one,  do  not 
want  any  better  authority  than  that  official.  Since 
he  has  been  connected  witb  the  Government  I  do 
not  think  be  has  made  a  single  estimate  which  has 
exceeded  the  sum  named  by  him— not  a  single 
estimate.  I  have  here  his  estimate  in  detail  for 
the  entire  work  mentioned  in  this  order,  and  I  am 
under  the  impression  that  it  will  fall  short  of 
$4,000,000  rather  than  exceed  it. 

Alderman  Worthing  con — I  have  no  doubt  the 
work  named  there  will  come  within  his  estimate. 
I  know  that  the  work  of  bringing  water  from 
Lake  Cochituate  to  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir  would 
have  come  within  the  estimates,  if  the  plans  had 
be:u  carried  out.  But  before  the  woik  had  con- 
tinued three  months  improvements  were  made 
from  time  to  time  which  inci  eased  the  cost.  Now, 
are  we  going  to  have  that  process  repeated? 

Alderman  Stebbins— Mr.  Davis  was  not  the  City 
Engineer  then. 

Alderman  Worthingcon—  I  know  that.  But 
my  point  is  this:  After  we  appropriate  this 
$4,500,000,  are  there  to  be  improvements?  is  there 
to  be  a  new  tunnel?  are  there  to  be  changes  like 
there  were  in  building  the  jail  and  the  Houce  of 
Correction  ?  Every  new  Government  had  to  make 
some  alterations  in  these  buildings,  and  we  all 
know  they  cost  double  the  original  estimate.  I 
want  to  seal  this  matter  so  that  $4,500,000  shall  be 
the  whole  amount  to  pay.  I  do  not  want  to  com- 
mit this  Government  to  starting  into  anything 
that  is  going  to  call  for  an  additional  amount, 
an  additional  amount,  and  an  additional 
amount,  until  we  get  up  to  this  Six  or 
eight  millions  of  dollars  by  reason  of  the  changes 
made  by  different  city  governments.  If  there  is  a 
way  to  seal  it,  so  that  it  will  not  cost  more  than 
$4,500,000, 1  want  it  clone.  I  shall  be  glad  if  the 
city  gets  off  for  that  sum ;  but  I  tell  j  ou  the  city 
could  have  got  along  for  twenty  years  just  as 
Brookline  has  done,  and  taken'  Charles  River 
water  for  West  Roxbury  and  Brighton.  I  believe 
we  could  have  got  along  for  twenty  years,  yea,  for 
forty  years;  and  I  believe  we  a;e  committing 
this  city  to  spending  an  amount  of  money 
thatis  entirelyunnecessary,  and  which  could  have 
been  well  used  in  some  other  way.  Look  at  what 
the  Mystic  Water  Works  cost  the  city  of  Charles- 
40wn.    Look  at  Brookline;  see  what  is  being  done 


along  Charles  River  by  Brookline,  Waltham  and 
Newtou.  We  could  just  as  well  have  gone  there 
and  got  all  the  additional  water  we  need  tor 
twenty  years  without  spending  four  or  five  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  I  want  this  woik  to  stop  at  $4,- 
500,000  and  not  gcbeyoud  it.    That  is  my  point. 

Aldeiman  Qumcy— It  toe  Alderman  does  not 
vote  for  this  until  some  meaos  can  be  devised  to 
bind  the  future  city  governments  not  to  spend 
any  more  money  for  it,  he  will  not  vote  for  it  at  all. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  have  said  no  such 
thing ;  I  sai  1 1  want  all  the  assurance  that  can  be 
given  that  this  $4,500,000  is  to  be  the  limit.  I  want 
it  understood  that  that  is  to  be  the  end.  I 
want  to  know,  and  to  have  it  announced 
here  that  it  is  not  the  intention  of  this 
Board  of  Aldermen — I  want  it  to  go  upon 
record  here  tonight — to  commit  the  City  Govern- 
ment to  passing  an  order  to  borrow  $4,500,000,  and 
that  governments  coming  in  afterwards  are  not 
to  be  called  on  to  add  millions  to  it.  That  is  what 
I  want.  I  want  this  Board  to  stand  squarely  upon 
the  record,  and  I  intend  to  make  it  so  if  I  can. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  would  call  attention  to 
the  fact  that  thi=  order  provides  for  no  loan  what- 
ever. It  simply  authorizes  the  making  of  con- 
tracts. 

Alderman  Power— I  don't  see  how  we  can  ever 
get  the  guarantee  the  Alderman  asks  for.  We 
must  rely  in  all  we  do  upon  the  judgment  of 
somebody,  and  these  estimates  were  made  by  our 
own  City  Engineer.  Before  the  Wat<  r  Board 
spend  any  money,  they  must  get  proposals  for 
doing  the  work,  and  if  the  figures  are  larger  than 
the  sum  the  Engineer  has  estimate!,  then  they 
can't  go  on.  If  the  woik  is  put  out  by  contract  to 
responsible  parties,  I  don'c  knowwhat  better  we  can 
do.  Mistakes  will  happen,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
Chestnut-Hill  Reservoir,  to  which  the  Alderman 
refers.  Quicksands  were  discovered,  and  they 
had  to  go  down  forty  or  fifty  feet,  which  cost  an 
immense  sum  of  money.  But  nobody  was  to 
blame;  no  gentleman  stands  higher  than  the  one 
who  was  the  engineer  at  the  tim^,  and  nooody  be- 
lieved he  would  waste  a  cent  of  the  city's  money. 
So  in  this  case.  We  must  trust  to  the  judgment 
of  persons  competent  to  cany  on  this  work.  I 
don't  know  any  better  guarantee  than  we  already 
have.  If  they  can't  get  proposals  for  $4,500,000 
they  must  stop,  and  come  to  this  Government  with 
a  statement  of  the  fact. 

Alderman  Worthington — i  have  said  that  I  have 
entire  confidence  that  the  works  proposed  today 
can  be  built  within  the  limits  of  the  estimate 
made  by  City  Engineer  Davis;  but  I  want  the  seal 
of  this  Board  put  upon  it  that  it  shall  be  carried 
out  according  to  this  plan.  I  want  it  understood 
by  the  public  that  $4,500,000  will  be  the  entire  cost, 
and  that  no  alterations  are  to  be  made.  That  is  my 
point.  If  the  Board  is  to  pass  this,  they  should, 
by  some  expression,  put  their  seal  upon  it  and  say 
that  plan  cannot  be  altered.  Take  any  shrewd 
man  in  the  city  who  is  going  to  erect  a  building-; 
he  has  his  plans  made,  he  allows  no  alterations 
and  he  gets  his  buildicg  tor  the  sum  named.  But 
let  him  leave  it  to  che  architect  and  builder,  and 
alterations  commence  at  once,  and  the  building 
costs  a  quarter  more. 

Alderman  Harris— Extras. 

Alderman  Worthington — Those  extras  and  alter- 
ations are  what  I  want  to  guard  against  tonight. 
I  want  the  people  to  know  that  that  $4,500,000  is 
all  that  is  going  to  be  put  out  there.  I  want  the 
Board  and  the  public  to  feel  that  there  is  no 
change  from  the  plans  dravnbythe  City  Engi- 
neer. 

Alderman  Power— I  can't  see  what  the  Alder- 
man refers  to,  unless  it  be  some  other  body  that 
will  come  after  us,  and  over  whom  we  have  no 
control.  I  don't  want  to  bind  myself  not  to  con- 
sent to  make  any  alterations.  The  best  engineers 
in  the  world  make  mistakes;  and  if  a  mistake  is 
made  1  don't  waut  to  bind  myself  not  to  grant 
an  appropriation  to  correct  it.  That  is  just 
the  position  the  Alderman  wants  us  to  put 
out  selves  in.  But  we  should  not  put  our- 
selves in  such  a  position  that  we  can- 
not correct  mistakes.  We  have  what  we  be- 
lieve to  be  the  best  judgment  in  che  city  upon  this 
subject,  and  I  don't  see  but  what  the  taxpayers 
want  us  to  follow  that  advice.  I  don't  claim  to  be 
an  engineer;  but  one  has  been  unanimously  elect- 
ed by  this  Government,  and  I  don't  see  but  what 
our  duty  is  clear  to  follow  his  advice  in  this  mat- 
ter. 

Alderman  Worthington— The  Alderman  has  ad- 
mitted ;ju=t  what  I  supposed  will  be  the  case. 
Mistakes  will  be  discovered,  and  the  city  will  be 
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called  upon  for  more  money  before  this  is  through 
with.  I  make  this  prophecy  here  tonight,  that 
there  will  be  mistakes  and  we  shall  be  called  up- 
on. We  know  tbat  ati  architect  can  erect  a  build- 
ing and  not  make  a  mistake.  A  distinguished 
builder  in  this  city,  who  has  built  several  hundred 
thousand  dollars'  worth  of  houses,  told  me  that 
when  an  architect  makes  a  mistake  it  is-  the  last 
building  tbat  architect  puts  up  for  him.  I  want 
to  provide  against  mistakes  and  changes.  An 
engineer  can  estimate  without  making  a  mistake. 
If  there  are  quicksands  they  should  be  found.  It 
is  true  there  were  quicksands  in  Chestnut  Hill 
Keservoir ;  but  why  did  n't  the  engineer  rind  them 
before?  it  is  easy  enough  to  do  it.  Science  does 
not  admit  of  mistakes  at  this  time.  That  is  what 
I  want  to  provide  againt  tonight. 

Alderman  Burrage— I  don't  see  how  the  Alder- 
man can  get  the  guarantee  he  desires  unJess  the 
whole  work  is  let  out  to  responsible  parties  be- 
forehand, and  this  order  is  to  give  the  Water 
Board  authority  to  make  such  a  contract. 

Alderman  Harris-  We  were  called  together  to- 
night, I  presumed,  to  discuss  the  new  charter, 
and  I  think  it  is  unfair  and  unjust  to  have  this 
order,  involving  such  a  large  amount  of  money, 
passed  at  this  time,  when  it  has  not  been  on  our 
desks  foity  eight  hours.  I  have  never  read  it 
carefully  and  have  only  just  seen  it  in  print,  and 
I  fai:  to  see  the  wisdom  of  voting  so  hastily,  upon 
a  proposition  to  saddle  such  a  large  debt  upon  the 
city.  1  hope  the  subject  wnl  go  over  till  the  next 
meeting,  for  I  think  we  can  consider  it  becter 
then  than  at  the  present  time. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  am  a  little  surprised  at 
the  opposition  this  order  meets  with,  especially 
from  the  Alderman  from  the  Fifteenth  Ward.  It 
appears  to  me  that  this  order  is  simply  throwing 
safeguaias  around  the  order  approved  Feb.  22. 
No  opposition  was  made  then  to  the  order  author- 
izing the  Water  Board  to  go  ahead  and  construct 
the  conduit  from  Chestnut  Hill  Reseivoir 
to  Farm  Pond  without  any  limit  to  the 
amount.  The  Cochituate  Water  Board  thought 
they  had  authority  under  that  order,  ap- 
propriating a  million  and  a  half  dollars,  to  con- 
tract for  the  whole  work,  whatever  it  might  cost, 
whether  five,  six,  eight  or  ten  millions  of  dollars. 
But  the  City  Solicitor  decided  that  they  could  not 
contract  for  an  amount  exceeding  $1,500,000.  The 
order  approved  Feb.  26  was  as  follows : 

[The  Alderman  read  the  order  authorizing  a  loan 
of  $1,500,000  for  building  the  Farm  Pond  conduit 
and  the  reservoirs.] 

Ic  is  understood  that  the  order  passed  at  that 
time  did  not  limit  the  amount  at  all ;  but  this  one 
does,  and  it  is  put  in  as  a  safeguard  and  protec- 


tion. It  limits  the  amount  to  what  the  City  En- 
gineer estimates  it  will  cost.  It  is  necessaiy  that 
this  order  shall  pass  as  soon  as  possiole,  that  the 
Water  Board  may  be  empowered  to  let  out  these 
contracts,  as  they  are  about  ready  tj  do,  so  that 
the  worl?  can  be  commenced  wichout  delay. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  remember  very  well 
when  that  order  passed.  It  came  before  this 
Board.  I  sat  amazed  and  wondering  at  it,  and  I 
think  everybody  else  did,  and  we  went  on  and 
passed  it.  The  next  day  when  I  saw  that  order,  I 
said  that  never  while  I  am  in  the  City  Govern- 
ment shall  aa  order  of  that  kind  pass  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  while  I  am  a  member,  without 
something  more  being  said  than  there  was 
on  that  order.  There  was  some  discussion, 
but  very  little;  and  really  I  do  not  believe 
that  one-half  the  members  of  this  Board 
fully  appreciated  what  they  haa  done  until  they 
read  it  the  next  day.  That  order  came  in  just  as 
this  one  has;  the  Alderman  from  Ward  8  wanted 
it  passed  along  and  he  must  hurry  it  up,  just  as 
he  has  brought  up  this  order  authorizing  the  con- 
tracts, and  move  that  it  take  its  second  reading 
the  same  night.  That  is  not  the  way  to 
deliberate  upon  a  matter  of  this  kind;  four  or 
five  millions  of  dollars,  even  for  the  city  of 
Boston,  is  a  pretty  round  sum.  I  have  not 
opposed  this,  as  the  Alderman  fiom  Ward 
9  said.  I  want  some  protection  for  the  city  against 
spending  six  or  eight  millions  instead  of  §4,500,000. 
I  want  it  thoroughly  understood  by  the  Board. 

Alderman  Stebbios  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
and  the  order  was  passed — yeas  10,  nays  2;  Alder- 
men Harris  and  Worthingtoo  voting  nay. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  dasire  to  make  a  per- 
sonal explanation.  I  vote  no  because  I  think  the 
order  is  pushed  too  hard,  and  we  have  not  had 
time  to  thiuk  of  it.  I  am  in  favor  of  spending 
this  $4,500,000,  only  I  want  assurance  that  it  will 
complete  the  work". 

Alderman  Harris— I  concur  with  the  opinion  of 
the  Alderman  from  Ward  15.  I  did  not  expect  to 
be  required  to  pass  upon  this  order  this  evening, 
and  I  have  not  given  it  the  thought  I  desire  to.  I 
voted  no  because  the  order  is  forced  through,  and 
not  because  I  am  opposed  to  it. 

The  order  was  sent  down. 

THE   NEW  CHARTER. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  Board 
went  into  committee  of  the  whole,  Alderman 
Quincy  in  the  chair,  on  the  new  draft  of  the  city 
charte"r. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  reported  to  the  Board 
that  190  sections  had  been  discussed. 

The  Board  adjourned  to  7  P.M.  tomorrow  evening. 
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Adjourned  meeting  at  7  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alderman 
Clark,  Chaiiman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATION  CONFIRMED. 

Fire  Commissioner  for  3  years  -from  May  1st— 
David  Chamberlain. 

REPORTS. 

.  Alderman  Power  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Paving  on  petition  of  Middlesex 
Railroad  for  a  turnout  track  near  Somerville,  with 
an  order  of  notice  for  a  hearing  ou  the  expediency 
of  granting  the  petition  on  Tuesday,  April  20.  The 
order  was  passed. 

Alderman  Viles,  for  the  Special  Committee  to 
nominate  Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries,  sub- 
mitted a  report  nominating  Charles  Stanwood  and 
Samuel  B.  Hopkins  for  two  years  from  the  1st  of 
May  next.    The  report  was  accepted.    Sent  down. 

Alderman  Prescott  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Market  recommending  the  approv- 
al of  the  transfer  of  lease  of  Stall  No.  3  Faneuil 
Hall  Market  from  E.  K.  Goodall  to  James  H.  Par- 
ker.   Accepted. 

ELECTIONS. 

The  following  elections  occurred : 
Directors  for  Public  Institutions.      Aldermen 
Power  and  Stebbins  were  the  committee  to  collect 
pnd  count  votes.    They  reported— 

Whole  number  of  votes ." 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

Sylvanus  A.  Denlo 11 

James  L.  Fagin .- 11 

Frederick  Pease 4 

William  Sayward 8 

Benjamin  Dean „ 1 


And  Messrs.  Denio,  Fagin  and  Sayward  were  de- 
clared elected. 

Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries.  Alderman 
Stebbins  and  Power  were  the  committee  tvo  col- 
lect and  count  votes.  They  reported  that  Charles 
Stanwood  and  Samuel  B.  Hopkins  had  each  re- 
ceived twelve  votes.    They  were  declared  elected. 

Trustees  of  City  Hospital.  Aldermen  Harris 
and  Pope  were  the  committee  to  collect  and  count 
votes.    They  reported — 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  for  a  choice , 7 

Stephen  L.Emery - 6 

William  A.  Rust 9 

W  Uliam  H.  Kent 9 

and  Messrs.  Rust  and  Kent  were  declared  elected. 

Certificates  severally  sent  down. 

THE  CHARTER. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  Board 
went  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  new 
draft  of  the  city  charter,  Alderman  Power  in  the 
chair. 

The  committee,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  session, 
had  considered  all  of  the  new  charter  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  Public  School  Department. 

The  amendments  of  Alderman  Burrage,  divid- 
ing the  Treasurer's  office  into  two  offices,  viz., 
Treasurer  and  Collector,  were  adopted  substan- 
tially as  reported  by  him  [viz.,  City  Doc.  411. 

Section  221,  which  provides  for  the  several 
boards  or  oommissiors  doing  or  not  doing  any- 
thing coming  within  the  powers  and  duties  con- 
ferred upon  said  boards  or  commissions  which 
the  City  Council  may  instruct  them  to  do  or  not  to 
do,  was  stricken  out. 

The  committee  rose  at  10  o'clock,  reported 
progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was 
granted. 

Aldernian  Prescott  was  authorized  to  report  in 
print  certain  amendments  to  be  submitted  by  him 
in  relation  to  the  School     epartment. 

The  Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next. 
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APRIL    1,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  -meeting  at  7%  o'clock,  P.  M., 
Halsey  J.  Boardman  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  FOR  CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Request  of  School  Committee;  petition  of  Old 
Colony  Railroad ;  report  in  relation  to  water  pipes 
in  Wards  17  and  19;  notices  of  Union  Institution 
for  Savings;  Mary  M.  Merritt,  executrix,  and 
Henry  Goldsmith,  of  surrender  of  estates  on 
Northampton-street  District;  and  petition  of 
John  Patterson,  Sophia  F.  Flint,  and  James  Duf- 
fey.    Sevei ally  referred. 

Mayor's  message  nominating  Samuel  H.  Durgin 
as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Health  for  three 
years  from  first  Mo o day  in  May,  1875.  Nomina- 
tion confirmed. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  the 
petition  of  S.  S.  Parker  to  be  paid  for  injuries  re- 
ceived on  Washington  stieet.    Accepted. 

Report  that  S.  T.  Hyde  has  accepted  $30  for  his 
claim  for  professional  services.    Accepted. 

Report  that  Sarah  Waters  has  accepted  $50  for 
her  claim  for  damages  caused  by  a  defect  in  Win- 
ter street.    Accented. 

Reports  and  orders  for  permits  ti  build  to  be 
issued,  viz.,  1.  To  the  Fitchburg  Railroad  Com- 
pany, on  their  bridge  on  Charles  River.  2.  To  the 
Jamaica  Plain  Gas  Company,  i  ear  Williams 
street,  Ward  17.  Orders  severally  read  twice  and 
passed.  . 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  re- 
port on  expediency  of  providing  that  the  Board 
of  Directors  for  Public  Institutions  shall  be  sub- 
ject in  the  erection,  alteration  or  repair  of  build- 
ings to  the  same  provision  concerning  plans,  etc., 
as  are  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings.  Read 
twice  and  passed. 


Report  and  order  for  a  transfer  of  $19,296.44 
from  the  appropri  ition  for  School  Instructors  to 
that  for  School  Expenses,  School  Committee. 
Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion, in  non-concurreoce.    Sent  up. 

Order  for  a  reward  of  $1000  for  the  detection 
and  apprehension  of  the  murderer  of  Mrs.  Mar- 
garet E.  Bingham. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15  moved  that  it  be  in- 
definitely postponed,  and  in  reply  to  a  question 
by  Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9,  said  it  was  generally 
considered  that  the  murJersr  had  been  arrested, 
and  that  the  ordinance  forbade  the  receipt  of 
money  by  the  police  office-s  who  arrested  him. 

Mr.  Peabody  desired  time  to  look  into  the  mat- 
ter, and  on  bis  motion  the  order  was  laid  o*i  the 
table. 

Order  for  an  expenditure  of  not  exceeding  $500 
in  furnishing  and  fitting  up  the  armory  of  Com- 
pany 1),  Fourtu  Battalion,  at  corner  of  \jrleans 
and  Webster  streets,  East  Boston;  ordeiedfo  a 
second  reading. 

Reports  nominating,  viz. — 

First— Stephen  L.  Emery  and  William  H.  Kent, 
to  fill  vacancies  occurring  in  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees of  the  City  Hospital  on  tne  first  Monday  in 
May,  and  certificate  of  election  of  William  A. 
Rust  and  William  H.  Kent  as  saidDhectors. 

Second  -Sylva a  us  A.  Denio,  James  K.  F;gin 
and  Frederick  Pease,  as  Directors  of  Public  Insti- 
tutions at  large  tor  three  years  from  first  Monday 
in  May,  arid  certificate  of  election  of  S.  a.  Denio, 
James  K.  Fagm  and  William  Sayward  as  said 
Directors. 

Reports  severally  accepted  and  nominations 
laid  over. 

Order  to  tender  the  hospitality  of  the  city  to  the 
President,  and  appointing  a  joint  special  commit- 
tee to  make  uecessary  arrange.i.ents.  Ordered  to 
a  second  reading. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  the  Water  Board 
to  put  the  whole  work  of  buildinsr  the  new  conduit, 
reservoirs,  etc.,  under  co  infract,  for  a  total  sum 
not  exceeding  $4,500,000.  Order  passed  to  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Executive  communication  nominating  David 
Chamberlin  as  a  Fire  Commissioner  for  three  years. 
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The  question  being  on  confirmation,  Mr.  Thacher 
of  Wara  15  as^ed  toat  the  question  be  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays.    The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  hoped  the  subject  would 
lie  over  for  one  week,  as  it  was  important,  and  all 
the  members  of  the  Council  might  not  be  familiar 
with  it. 

On  motioa  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Waid  16,  the  com- 
munication was  laid  on  the  table. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pay  bill  of  John  L.  Cook,  police  officer, 
for  $25.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  authorizing  the  Mayor  to  compensate  the 
gas  commissioners;  the  amount  of  said  compen- 
sation and  all  other  expenses  incuned  in  the  in- 
vestigation not  to  exceed  $5000.  Passed  in  con- 
currence. 

.Report  and  order  for  the  payment  of  several 
bills  oq  account  of  the  City  Hall  elevator,  amount- 
ing to  $116.85.    Passed.    Sent  up. 

Report  and  ordinance  to  establish  the  Boston 
Water  Board.    (City  Doc.  No.  38, 1875.) 

Mr.  Devereux  of  Ward  22  said  this  was  a  matter 
materially  affecting  the  Bunker  Hill  District;  he 
had  not  had  time  to  consult  the  members  of  the 
Mystic  Water  Board  in  regard  to  it,  and  that  time 
for  consideration  might  be  given  he  moved  to 
specially  assign  it  to  half -past  eight  o'clock  two 
weeks  from  tonight. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  said  if  the  only  reason 
for  delay  had  been  given,  he  would  state  that  one 
member  of  that  board,  Mr.  Lawrence,  appeared 
before  the  committee  and  advocated  it.  He  hoped 
some  action  would  be  taken  tonight. 

Mr.  Devereux  said  hurried  legislation  was  very 
injurious.  He  was  satisfied  that  a  majority  of  the 
Mystic  Water  Board  oppose  this  measure  on  the 
score  of  economy,  and  for  the  interests  of  Chailes- 
town  and  the  cities  and  towns  supplied  by  them 
with  water. 

Mr.  Stacey  of  Ward  21  thought  this  one  of  the 
most  important  things  to  come  before  the  City 
Government.  The  Mystic  Water  Board  had  always 
made  a  good  financial  showing,  and  he  read  from 
the  Auditor's  estimates  on  page  18  (showing  that 
no  appropriation  was  required  tor  this  depart- 
ment, and  the  surplus  is  to  be  paid  into  the  ti  eas- 
ury)  and  page  59  (which  puts  the  expenditures  of 
that  board  for  the  coming  year  at  $100,000  and 
the  receipts  at  $250,000).  He  hoped  the  motion  to 
specially  assign  would  prevail. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  said  he  offered  the  original 
order  for  the  committee  to  consider  the  expedi- 
ency of  consolidating  the  two  water  boards;  but 
they  had  brought  in  an  order  for  a  commission, 
which  he  had  not  conttmnlated.  He  favored  the 
special  assignment. 

The  motion  to  assign  prevailed. 

THE  SCHOOL  BOARD. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  presented  a  request  from 
the  Scbool  Board  for  additional  primary  school  ac- 
commodations in  the  Brighton  District,  and  on 
his  motion  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Instruction.    Sent  up. 

DECORATION  DAY. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Thomas 
G.  Stevenson  Post  26,  G.  A.  R.,  inviting  the  Mayor 
and  the  City  Government  to  participate  with  them 
in  the  observance  of  Decoration  Day  at  Forest 
Hills  Cemetery.  The  invitation  was  accepted. 
Sent  up. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15- Petition  of  J.  B. 
Simpson  et  al„  for  leave  to  move  a  chapel  and 
make  additions  thereto.  Referred  to  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

By  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— Petition  of  Daniel  D. 
Shea  for  grade  damages  on  Northampton-street 
District.  Referred  to  Joint  Special  Committee  on 
Northampton-street  District. 

Severally  sent  up. 

CONVICT    LABOR  AT  HOUSE  OF  CORRECTION. 

Mr.  Whitmoie  of  Ward 4  presented  the  petition 
of  Rev.  James  Fitton  and  othern  against  the 
employment  of  convict  labor  in  city  penal  institu- 
tions in  competition  with  fsinale  labor  out  ide  of 
such  institutions.  He  also  presented  twenty  or 
thirty  other  petitions  of  similar  tenor,  comprising 
several  thousand  names,  and  in  connection  with 
them  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  ,  with   such  as   the 

Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  a  committee  to 
consider  and  report  whether  the  present  mode  of 
employii  g  the  criminals  in  the  city  institutions 
has  the  eifect  of  reducing  the  wa,ges  of  work- 
women in  this  city  and  its  vwinity,  or  deprives 
them  of  employment. 


Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— We  already  have  an  able 
and  competent  joint  standing  committee  who 
have  in  charge  all  matters  coming  from  the  Di- 
rectors of  Public  Institutions.  This  matter  has 
been  under  discussion,  and  hearings  are  already 
being  had  at  the  Legislature.  I  hardly  see  the 
necessity  of  a  special  committee  upon  the  sub- 
ject. When  one  committee  is  already  investigat- 
ing the  subject  and  gaining  all  the  light  it  can,  I 
hardly  see  the  necessity  for  a  special  committee. 
But  it  appears  to  me  that  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Public  Institutions  is  the  proper  one,  and  I  move 
That  it  be  referred  to  them. 

Mr.  Whitmoie  of  Ward  4—1  hardly  expected 
that  this  matter  would  be  brought  up  for  discus- 
sion at  this  stage  of  the  proceedings ;  but  I  have 
certain  reasons  ro  offer  why  it  would  be  better  to 
refer  the  petition  to  special  committee  rather 
than  to  the  joint  standing  committee  on  that  de- 
partment. To  do  that  it  will  be  necessary  forme 
to  briefly  explain  the  position  which  ms  been 
taken  by  those  who  have  prepared  and  forwarded 
Ihose  petitions.  This  is,  in  effect,  an  arraignment 
of  the  present  Board  of  Directors  of  Public  Insti- 
tutions for.their  maeagnment  of  the  House  of  Cor- 
rection in  particular,  and  the  otht-r  institutions  in 
general,  in  regard  to  the  method  in  which 
they  have  employed  convict  labor;  and  these  peti- 
tions ought  not  to  be  cor  sideied  and  passed  over 
lightly.  The  first  one  is  headed  by  Father  Fitton 
of  East  Boston,  and  signed  by  a  number  of  work- 
ing women,  who  complain  that  the  convicts  at  the 
House  of  Correction  are  used  in  an  unfair  compe- 
tition with  their  only  means  of  support.  I  should 
be  sorry  to  make  coarges  against  the  directors  of 
institutions  were  it  not  that  there  is  something  in 
the  management  of  those  institutions  which  is  not 
known  to' the  Council  at  the  present  time.  If  that 
were  not  so,  I  should  hesitate  before  asking  for 
the  appointment  of  this  committee.  But  the 
ditectors  of  pub'ic  institutions  have  been 
put  upon  trial  before  a  eommitt°e  of  the  Legisla- 
ture ;  they  have  appeared  there  by  council, 
and  have '  produced  witnesses.  There  are  three 
propositions  which  I  propose  to  lay  down,  and  I 
wish  to  call  especial  attention  to  them;  and  if  I 
cannot  maintain  them  I  certainly  will  not  ask  to 
have  the  committee  appointed:  First,  that  the 
piesent  work  of  the  criminals  at  the  House  of 
Correction  is  unprofitable ;  second,  if  p;  ofitable,  it 
engages  the  city  m  the  business  of  manufacturing 
which  it  is  not  safe  to  contiaue  in;  third,  if  any 
mode  of  manufacturing  is  to  be  adopted  by  the 
city,  certainly  one  ought  not  to  be  taken 
which  is  in  competition  with  female  labor. 
The  facts  presented  to  the  Council  are 
drawn  entirely  from  the  official  reports  of  the 
directors.  Two  years  ago  the  airectors  came  to 
this  body  with  a  very  flattering  report.  At  that 
time  the  total  expense  of  the  House  of  Correction 
was  $70,000  a  year,  and  the  amount  received  for 
labor  was  $73,000.  There  was  a  profit  that  year, 
and  there  had  been  for  four  years  previous.  The 
directors  ate  enritied  to  credit  for  those  figures. 
What  was  the  result  the  next  year?  For  the  year 
which  terminated  in  May,  1874,  they  had  overrun 
theirjappropriation  by  $16,000,and  the  receipts  had 
fallen  off  from  $73,000  to  $55,000.  On  the  face  of 
it,  that  was  something  which  required  explana- 
tion. The  answer  will  be  given  that  dur- 
ing that  year  a  panic  occurred,  and  that  it 
caused  a  diminution  of  the  receipts.  From 
that  time  to  the  present  they  have  continued  to  run 
behindhand,  and  at  the  present  time  I  wish  the 
Council  to  understand  there  are  no  figures  to 
show  bow  the  money  has  been  expended  at  the 
House  of  Correction.  In  1873, 1  see  by  the  Audi- 
tor's report,  they  asked  for  $7000  to  pay  for  sew- 
ing machines  and  materials  that  they  put  m  their 
contract  work.  They  expended  $14,000,  and  last 
vear  an  order  was  passed  for  an  additional  appro- 
priation of  $10,000.  This  year  they  ask  for  $18,000. 
Two  years  ago  thev  asked  for  $7000  and  spent 
$14,000;  and  if  they  have  asked  for  $18,000 
this  year  it  may  rtii?  up  to  $36,000.  I  must  ask  the 
forbearance  of  the  Council  if  I  show  improper  . 
ignorance  of  the  way  in  which  such  things  are 
managed.  But  one  thing  is  positive- Here  are 
three  directors  whose  terms  expire  this  year,  and 
all  of  them  have  been  reelected  in  the  other 
branch  this  evening.  We  have  n't  had  a  chance 
to  act  upon  it  yet— but  they  have  been  put  upon 
trial  at  the  Legislature,  as  f  will  endeavor  to  show 
you,  and  I  think  you  will  pause  before  you 
send  back  those  men.  I  have  sought  very 
carefully  for  the.  information  which  I  need- 
ed; I  went  to  the  Auditor's  Department  yesterday 
and  inquired  if  he  had  iny  facts  in  his  office.    The 
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Auditor  has  not  received  a  quarterly  statement 
of  their  expenditures  and  receipts  for  two  years; 
but  certainly  I  expected  tbat  the  Auditor  whose 
accounts  are  kept  so  carefully  should  be  able  to 
give  me  some  insight  into  tbe  amount  of  work 
earned  on  on  the  city's  account.  Instead  of  that 
I  found  one  thing  which  is  noi  reassuring.  In  the 
items  sent  to  the  Auditor  by  toe  Directors  of 
Public  Institutions,  there  is  one  for  "sewing  ma- 
chines and  trimmings  for  contract  work"  ;  while 
in  the  Auditor's  accounts  there  is  an  item  for 
sewing  machines  and  nothing  else.  Tbat 
amount  is  $10,000;  but  the  balance  of  the  account 
is  includ;  d  in  one  for  clothing:;  bedding,  etc,  kept 
in  a  way  that  the  Auditor's  clerk  tells  me  he  is  ig- 
norant of.  It  is  not  a  proper  and  correct  way  to 
keep  those  accounts.  They  ask  this  year  for  $18,- 
000,  and  estimate  tbat  they  will  get  bnck  $40,000  in 
revenue.  I  think  few  gentlemeu  are  aware  of  the 
fact  that  tor  the  last  two  years,  under  the  pretence 
of  usefully  employing  the  500  convicts  at  the 
House  of  Correction,  the  city  of  Boston  has  been 
carrying  on  a  very  large  establishment  for  the 
manufacture  of  clothing;  and  that  instead  of 
those  institutions  being  managed  as  any 
other  corporation  wtuld  be — by  responsible 
heads  who  understood  the  business — the  testimony 
given  before  the  Legislature  today  .-hows  this 
state  of  affairs:  They  have  put  in,  in  all,  200  ma- 
chines and  calculate  to  employ  nearly  all  the 
labor  there.  But  there  is  no  responsible  head. 
Mr.  Bradlee,  who  is  president  of  the  Board  of 
Directors,  was  asked  various  questions  and  he 
referred  all  to  Mr.  Flanders.  Then  the  ques- 
tion arose,  Who  is  Mr.  Flanders?  "Well,  he  used 
to  be  called  my  lieutenant,  but  I  believe  that  now 
he  is  captain,"  said  Mr.  Bradlee.  The  other 
evidence  showed  that  Mi.  Flanders  was  the 
head  of  the  very  large  manufacturing  estao- 
lishment,  which  is  run  on  the  city's  ac- 
count at  the  present  time,  and  as  I  think  I  shall 
show  you  before  I  sit  down,  be  employs  men 
who  wouldnot  naturally  seek  out  this  kind  of  labor, 
and  bring->  them  in  direct  rivalry  ftiththe  working 
women  of  Boston.  Mr.  Flrnders  is  very  plain 
spoken,  but  has  a  limited  memory;  be  appeared 
to  be  unable  to  remember  anything  except  when 
asked  by  the  attorney  for  thi-  directors;  ard  he 
did  not  produce  his  books.  This  gentleman,  I 
understand,  is  a  clerk  of  the  directors,  on  a  salary 
of  $1500.  As  he  describes  the  business,  he  goes 
into  the  market  and  offers  to  manufacture  goods. 
He  claims  that  any  m;>n  can  send  goods  there 
them  manufactured  into  garments, 
them  returned  to  him  with  a 
I  pi  edict  that  before  another  year 
will  buy  cotton  cloth  and  then 
for  sale  manufactured.  I  think 
gentlemen  are  hardly  aware  of  the  extent 
to  which  manufacturing  on  the  city's  ac- 
count is  carried  on.  It  is  very  large.  The  evi- 
dence showed  that  it  would  amount  to  a  quarter 
or  one-fifth  of  the  manufacturing  power  in  that 
particular  branch  in  this  city.  Some  branches 
are  now  conducted  mainly  by  the  convict  labor 
.furnisher]  at  the  House  of  Correction.  It  has 
been  managed  very  badly  for  this  reason.  There 
was  a  very  suggestive  fact  in  the  evidence  before 
the  Legislature.  One  of  the  clothing  dealers 
who  had  a  great  deal  of  work  done  at 
the  House  of  Correction  was  Mr.  Beard, 
who  was  brought  on  as  a  witness.  He 
stated  that  at  one  time  he  had  paid,  tor  the  sew- 
ing alone,  $2  per  dozen  for  shirts;  a  little  while 
afterwards  he  made  a  contcat-t  by  which  lie 
should  furnish  the  trimmings  and  cut  the  goods, 
and  pay  $3.  On  examination  it  appeared  that  the 
cost  of  cuLting  and  trimming  and  packing  the 
goods  amounted  to  $1.50.  In  other  words,  they 
had  reduced  the  price  from  $2.00  to  $1.50.  More- 
over, I  heard  another  thing  which  astor'ishsd 
me.  Last  December,  when  times  were  dull,  he 
took  a  large  contract  for  manufacturing 
goods  on  the  mere  report  that  the  dealer 
could  get  it  done  elsewhere  at  terms  so 
cheap  that  he  was  afraid  to  tell  them  to 
the  committee  publicly,  but  he  communicat- 
ed it  to  them  in  confidence.  Mr.  Flan- 
ders may  be  very  successful  in  managing 
the  dry  goods  busix.ess,  and  I  suppose  he  was 
chosen  for  some  kiod  of  fitness  for  the  place ;~  but 
I  hardly  think  the  city  can  afford  to  go  into  a  part- 
nership with  him.  Then,  gentlemen  must  think 
that  it  is  hardly  desirable  for  the  city  to  enter  in- 
to manufacturing  projects.  The  risk  of  loss  is 
very  great.  Mr.  Flanders  says  he  has  one  price 
for  one  man  and  another  price  for  another.  He 
goes  into  the  maiket,  and  the  excuse  he  makes  at 
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this  time  is  that  business  is  so  dull  that  he  cculd 
n't  get  work  unless  he  took  this  contract.  He 
said  he  intended  to  do  it  again,  and  if  at  aoy  time 
he  couldn't  get  the  price  be  asked  he  would 
reduce  it;  he  has  200  machine0  there, 
and  he  intends  that  they  shall  be  kept 
running.  I  don't  believe  this  Coutcil  are 
aware  that  the  city  is  running  200  sewing  ma- 
chines in  South  Boston,  and  that  if  the  regular 
price  cannot  be  had  it  will  be  reduced  and  affect 
the  price  of  labor  all  over  the  city.  It  seems  to 
me  that  it  is  time  for  that  method  to  be  examined, 
I  have  but  onb  remark  further  10  make.  Suppos- 
ing tbat  this  employment  of  ccr>victsis  so  profita- 
ble tbat  the  city  coild  afford  to  go  into  the  work 
and  run  all  the  risks;  still  I  think  there  is  cer- 
tainly one  branch  of  business  that  they 
ought  to  be  kept  out  of,  and  that  is 
any  labor  which  interferes  with  female 
work.  Gentlemen  well  know  that  it  is  very  hard 
f^r  women  to  earn  an  honest  support  in  the  best 
of  times. 

Mr.  Whitmore's  time  having  expired,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5,  he  was  allowed  to  pro- 
ceed, which  he  did,  after  returning  his  thanks. 

I  have  nothing  mort  to  say  upon  that  point  than 
what  I  have  indicated.  Every  man  here  knows 
that  if  theie  is  one  branch  of  industry  that  ought 
to  be  respected  it  is  female  labor.  These  men 
are  taken  to  the  House  of  Correction  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  community  first,  and  secondly 
for  their  reformation.  No  one  will  suppose  that 
teaching  a  man  to  runa  sewingmachineandmake 
overalls  and  cheap  shirts  is  learning  him  a  trade. 
It  is  useless  to  say  that  a  man  will  run  a  sewing 
machine  after  he  leaves  the  Hou?e  of  Correction, 
and  no  benefit  has  been  done  him  by  teaching  him 
the  trade.  We  have  before  us  this  roll  of  petitions 
which  I  regret  to  say  is  so  great  tbat  it  cannot  be 
read  to  this  body.  They  bear  the  signatures 
of  some  of  the  largest  clothing  dealers,  working- 
women  and  a  great  number  of  taxpayers  and 
gentlemen  interested  in  philanthropic  measures. 
They  say  the  system  is  wrong  and  ought  not  to  be 
continued.  I  wish  I  had  time  to  read  some  of  the 
names  to  you,  because  they  would  have  a  good 
effect.  The  only  answer  which  can  be  made— 
and  the  (Directors  will  tell  you,  and  I  wish  to  ex- 
cept the  two  members  of  this  body  who  have  just 
been  elected,  as  they  are  not.  responsible  for  the 
system — is,  that  if  this  work  is  not  done,  it  will  go 
out  of  the  city.  That  statement  was  made  by  Mr. 
Beard  before  the  committee.  But  there  was  a 
discrepancy  m  the  testimony  taken  before  the 
Legislature,  so  much  so  that  that  alone  will  justi- 
ly  us  m  taking  this  action.  I  don't  wish  it  to  be 
understood  toat  any  gentleman  who  votes  for  this 
order  will  commit  himself  to  a  vote  of  censure 
upon  this  su  bject.  But  this  investigation  is  asked 
for  by  a  considerable  number  of  our  fellow-citi- 
zens. If  these  ccmplainers  aie  mistaken,  it 
is  no  less  our  duty  to  explain  them.  I  believe 
there  is  being  put  into  the  service  of  the  directors 
an  irresponsible  man,  and  an  instrument  calcu- 
lated to  inflict  injury  upon  the  working  women  of 
this  city.  This  is  my  own  opinion;  but  I  ask  no 
one  to-  join  in  it  yet.  I  think  it  is  the  dutytof  the 
Council  to  have  the  matter  investigated.  If  the 
directors  shall  succeed  in  proving  that  their 
course  has  been  wise,  they  will  suffer  no  harm. 
The  only  reason  I  have  to  add  against  the  pro- 
posed reference  to  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Public  Institutions  is  that  they  were  appointed 
foi  a  special  purpose;  they  are  brought  into  con- 
tact /vitb  the  director-s,  and  it  seems  to  me  it  would 
be  unwise  to  have  them  sit  in  judgment  upon  tbat 
board.  A  special  committee  who  do  not  meet  the 
directors  would  be  more  proper  than  to  adopt  the 
suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9.  For 
those  reasons  I  hope  the  order  I  presented  will  be 
passed. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13—1  trust  the  motion  ot  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  4  will  prevail,  and  that  the 
special  committee  will  be  appointed,  and  for  this 
reason:  The  gentleman  has  said  too  much;  he  has 
made  a  mountain  out  of  a  molehill,  I  am  very  de- 
sirous that  the  Council  should  have  a  careful  and 
strict  examination.  Although  the  statements  of  the 
gentleman  have  been  correct  from  one  standpoint, 
yet,  looked  upon  from  another  vit-  w,  they  are  easily 
explained.  Without  going  into  any  argument, 
which  1  might  do,  to  answer  these  asseitions,  I 
wish  to  second  the  motion  and  expiess  the  hope 
that  the  committee  will  be  appointed. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9—1  do  not  propose  to  go  into 
a  lengthy  discussion  of  the  management  of  the 
public  institutions,  and  emoloyment  of  the  con- 
victs at  the  House    of   Correction.    I  am  willing 
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that  the  Council  should  go  into  an  investigation 
of  the  subject;  and  as  the  gentleman  has 
heard  a  great  deal  on  one  side  of  the  sub 
ject,  I  am  willing  he  should  be  appointed  chair- 
man of  the  committee  and  learn  the  facts  on  the 
other  side.  I  aJso  trust  the  gentleman  will  pro- 
vide some  better  system  for  employing  the  con- 
victs. I  withdraw  the  motion  for  a  reference  to 
the  standing  committee. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15  objected  to  the  with- 
drawal of  the  motioo,  but  the  President  ruled  that 
no  action  had  been  taken  which  would  prevent  it. 

Mr.  Thacher  moved  that  the  petition  be  referred 
to  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public  Insti- 
tutions, with  instructions  to  give  a  public  hear- 
ing. If  he  had  known  that  it  was  to  come  up  he 
would  have  been  prepared  to  present  some  facts 
and  figures. 

Mr.  Devereux  of  Ward  22 —  I  sincerely  hope 
that  there  will  be  no  desire  to  choke  off  a  proper 
inquiry  into  this  subject.  It  seems  to  me  that  it 
is  demanded,  and  I  hope  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  4  will  prevail  and  that  there  will 
be  a  special  committee  appointed.  If  there  is 
any  iniquity  there,  let  it  be  ventilated.  If  they 
are  innocent,  then  let  them  be  vindicated. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7—1  should  like  to  ask 
the  members  of  the  committee  if  tht.re  are  any 
clerks  employed  to  carry  on  this  clothing  busi- 
ness; and  if  so  by  what  authority  of  law  the  di- 
rectors appoint  any  one  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— The  contract  work  at  Deer 
Island  and  the  House  of  Correction  is  conducted 
by  a  commitee  of  three,  called  the  "Committee  on 
Contracts,"  which  consists  of  Messrs.  George  P. 
Baldwin,  J.  P.  Fagin  and  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  13  [Mr.  Train],  who  represents  the  Council 
upon  that  board.  They  employ  Mr.  Planders 
to  procure  work  from  the  clothing  dealers. 
The  convicts  earn  twice  as  much  under  the 
present  system  as  they  did  when  rhe  work  was  let 
out  to  manufacturers.  The  directors  were  driven 
into  this  system  on  account  of  the  contractors, 
who  had  engaged  the  men  at  a  certain  ratio  per 
diem,  leaving  the  institutions  and  refusing  to 
employ  toem.  The  directors  were  thus  driven  to 
the  extremity  of  purchasing  sewing  machines  and 
manufacturing  clothing'.  They  must  either  allow 
these  500  or  600  men  to  sit  around  on  stocls  all  day 
long  and  concoct  schemes  for  escape,  oifput  them 
to  this  work.  Por  one,  I  fail  to  see  any  remedy 
for  the  present  system.  The  details  as  to  the 
prices,  etc.,  I  am  not  conversant  with ;  but  the 
general  facts  are  as  I  have  stated. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— I  hope  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  4  will  prevail,  although 
I  am  not  prepared  to  give  a  reason  for  it  at  length. 
I  do  not  say  this  in  any  spirit  of  hostility  to  the 
Directors  for  Public  Institutions,  nor  from  any 
want  of  confidence  in  the  present  committee,  who 
are  appointed  for  an  entirely  different  purpose. 
This  strikes  me  as  an  extraordinary  affair;  it  has 
attracted  a  good  deal  of  attention  in  this  commu- 
nity and  elsewhere.  It  is  not  merely  the  use  of 
sewing  machines.  It  has  a  broader  scope,  and  al- 
though it  is  undergoing  investigation  by  the 
Legislature,  still  it  appears  to  me  to  be  the  duty 
of  the  City  Council  to  investigate  it  at  the  present 
time.  If  there  is  any  evil,  I  think  we  should  vol- 
untarily remedy  it,  and  not  be  compelled  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7—1  should  like  to 
know  whether  the  City  Solicitor  appears  before 
the  committee  of  the  Legislature  in  behalf  of  the 
city  to  defend  the  course  pursued  by  the  direct- 
ors, and  whether  the  city  appears  to  be  committed 
to  that  system. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  City  Solicitor  does  not  ap- 
pear at  all.  The  directors  appear  by  their  own 
counsel,  Mr.  Torrey,  and  I  presume  it  is  at  their 
private  expense.  At  all  events  the  law  officers  of 
the  city  do  not  appear  at  all.  I  wish  to  add  one 
more  statement.  I  think  I  have  made  it  apparent 
to  th£  Council  that  I  make  no  accusations  against 
the  integrity  of  the  directors.  The  whole 
question  is  as  to  the  exnediency  of  the 
course  they  have  pursued,  "whether  or  not 
it  is  the  best.  It  is  not  an  investigation  into 
fraud;  but  it  is  a  matter  of  judgment  as  to  the 
employment  of  the  convict  labor  of  thb  city.  It 
is  brought  to  a  focus  at  this  time  by  the  remon- 
strance of  certain  people  agsiost  their  employ- 
ment in  a  certain  way,  which  the  directors  hap- 
pen to  think  is  the  best.  In  rpply  to  the  gentle- 
roan  from  Ward  9, 1  would  say  that  if  the  city  can 
rind  anything  else  to  do  with  convict  labor  than 
to  make  overalls  and  cheap  shirts,  then  I  think 
the  Yankee  genius  had  better  invent  something. 


Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7—1  want  to  ask  another 
question.  Iresdin  section  19  [page  379  of  the 
Laws  and  Ordinances]  that— 

"They  may  make  contracts  for  work  to  be  done 
in  the  house,  with  any  peison  disposed  to  supply 
materials  to  be  there  wrought,  and  in  such  case 
may  stipulate  that  the  contractor  shall  fur- 
nish some  person,  to  be  approved  by  them,  to 
oversee  the  labor  of  the  convicts  and  instruct 
them  in  business  and  trades,  m  conformity  to  all 
the  rules  of  the  prison,  and  not  interfering  with 
the  discipline  thereof." 

Now,  I  understood  from  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  4  that  the  gentleman  whom  the  directors 
employed  to  superintend  the  work  of  these  £00  or 
600  embryo  tailors  supplies  the  trimmings.  I 
should  like  to  know  by  what  warrant  of  law  that 
man  is  employed  at  all  by  the  directors;  and  if 
employed  by  them,  what  right  have  they  to  sup- 
plv  materials?  If  they  have  a  right  to  supply 
trimmings,  they  have  a  right  to  go  into  the  whole 
tailoring  business.  The  statute  expressly  says 
they  shall  nor  go  into  any  business  outside  of  fur- 
nishing manual  labor ;  but  the  Directors  of  Public 
Institutions  have  taken  upon  themselves  the  au- 
thority to  supply  materials.  If  tbey  can  do  that 
they  can  do  anything. 

Mr.  Train  ot  Ward  13 — I  had  no  idea  that  the 
gentleman  desired  to  nave  this  matter  discussed 
tonight,  or  I  should  have  been  prepared  to  an- 
swer. Idesie  that  the  committee  be  appointed 
and  go  into  the  subject  upon  the  broadest  ground, 
not  ooly  as  to  the  management,  but  as  to  the  ef- 
fect of  rhe  system  upon  the  working  women.  I 
want  them  to  go  through  everything.  I  thinkthe 
directors  will  insist  upon  it  after  the  statements 
that  have  been  made.  I  don't  think  the  gentle- 
man desires  to  accuse  any  one ;  at  the  same  time 
his  intimations  are  very  strong  that  this  very  im- 
portant matter  has  been  mismaiuaged. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4 — The  gentleman  from 
Ward  7  has  made  rather  a  pertinent  inquiry.  I 
refer  him  to  the  Auditor's  report  for  1873-4,  page 
129.  The  following  items  are  under  the  head  of 
the  expenditures  for  the  House  of  Correction: 

Subsistence  supplies $27,558.12 

Clothing  and  beading,  including  machines  for 

making  the  same  for  inmates 6,322.92 

Trimmings  used  in  manufacturing  sale  goods.  8,633.49 
Sewing  and  knitting  machines  and  needles, 

including  repairs 4,172.78 

That  amount  was  used  in  1833-4.  The  appro- 
priation for  sewing  machines  and  trimmings  was 
omitted  this  year,  but  it  had  not  occurred  to  me, 
when  I  made  the  motion,  that  it  was  at  all  illegal. 
My  objection  was  that  it  was  put  into  the  account 
at  all.  But  while  they  asked  for  sewing  machines, 
Mr.  Flanders  said  today  that  they  did  n't  intend 
to  buy  any  this  year. 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6— When  the  question  of  ap- 
propriating money  for  trimmings  came  up  in  the 
committee  on  the  Auditor's  estimates,  a  member 
of  the  Committee  on  Public  Institutions  stated 
that  a  large  part  of  the  appropriation  was  actually 
needed  for  trimmings  and  not  for  sewing  ma- 
chines. It  seems  to  me  there  should  be  no  ques- 
tion in  regard  to  this  investigation.  Assertions 
have  been  made  with  regard  to  the  reported  mis- 
management of  the  institutions,  and  they 
should  be  thoroughly  investigated  in  justice 
to  the  directors.  It  has  been  very  ably 
shown  that  the  convicts  do  not  learn  a 
trade  that  tbey  will  use  after  leaving  the 
institution.  But  certainly  the  present  system  of 
employing  convict  labor  has  had  the  effect  to 
drive  manufacturers  out  of  this  locality.  I  have 
heard  of  manufacturers  of  gas  fixtures  who  could 
not  compete  with  other  manufacturers  who  em- 
ployed convict  labor.  If,  as  was  said  by  the  gen- 
tleman who  rose  in  defence  of  the  system,  the  con- 
victs cannot  better  be  employed  than  by  sewing 
shirts  and  pantaloons,  then  I  think  a  commission 
should  be  appointed  to  see  if  the  inventive  genius 
of  the  Yankee  has  deteriorated.  Common  justice 
to  the  directors  demands  that  the  suggestion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  4  should  be  carried  out. 

Mr.  Harmon  of  Ward  6  moved  the  previous 
question,  but  Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9  was  recog- 
nized by  the  Chair  first. 

Mr.  Peabody  said  he  was  about  to  make  the 
same  motion,  ao  both  sides  seemed  to  desire  the 
investigation. 

The  main  question  was  ordered,  and  the  order 
was  read  a  second  time  and  passed. 

The  President  appointed  Messrs.  Whitmore  of 
Ward  4,  Devereux  of  Ward  22,  and.Parker  of  Ward 
14  on  said  Committee.    Sent  down. 
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COMMON      COUNCIL, 


THE  PUBLIC  PARK. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  to  take  from  the 
table  the  special  assignment,  (the  park  question) 
and  moveo  that  the  vote  be  taken  at  9.45, and  that 
speeches  on  the  question  be  limited  to  five  minutes 
each. 

The  motion  prevailed— 33  for,  26  against — and 
the  order  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9 — Feeling  compelled,  con- 
trary to  my  inclinations,  to  vote  against  this  or- 
der, I  desire  fo  give  some  reason?  for  so  doing. 
The  advocates  of  the  project  for  constructing  a 
park  or  parks  in  Boston  and  its  immediate  neigh- 
borhood have  had  an  easy  task  to  perforin  in 
choosing  their  line  of  argument,  which  has  con- 
sisted in  urgent  appeals,  on»the  one  hand,  to  tbe 
taste  and  pride  of  the  citizens,  and  on  the  other 
hand  to  their  fears,  thiough  the  plea  that  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  city  largely  depends 
upon  action  in  this  direction.  It  is  impossible  to 
oppose  this  kind  of  argument,  and  I  have  no  de- 
sire to  do  so — I  sympathize  witli  it.  I  believe, how- 
ever, that  the  policy  of  cariying  out  the  proposed 
measuie  is  only  a  part  of  a  gieat  question,  the 
whole  of  which  Is  constantly  pressing  upon 
our  attention  as  residents  of  a  laree  and 
growing  city.  The  general  question  is,  How  can 
we  put  our  city  in  condition  to  best  secure  the 
health,  comfort  and  prosperity  of  its  inhabitants, 
with  the  means  and  information  at  our  command  ? 
We  can  effect  che  most  in  this  direction  by  con- 
sidering all  minor  questions  as  they  present  them- 
selves, as  paits  of,  and  in  their  i  elation  to,  the 
whole  question;  and,  as  we  cannot  accomplish 
everything  at  once,  bv  undertaking  first  those 
things  for  which  there  is  the  most  pressing  neces- 
sity. It  will  be  conceded  that  the  health  of  the 
citizens  requites  the  first  attention.  To  secure 
this,  it  seems  to  me  that  there  are  measures  im- 
portant to  oe  carried  out  deserving  more  imme- 
diate atteation  than  does  the  construction  of  a 
park,  and  involving  so  great  outlay  that  w 
should  pause  before  entering  upon  so  vast  a 
scheme  of  expenditure  as  the  proposed,  measure 
would  necessitate.  In  a  large  city,  good  drainage, 
well-ventilated  houses  and  good  food  are  prime 
requisites  to  health.  Exercise  should  be  added 
to  the  list,  but,  for  tnose  who  suffer  the  most  for 
the  want  of  the  things  first  named,  exercise  comes 
with  their  labor,  oi  the  demands  of  labor  so  con- 
trol their  time  that  they  have  little  leisure  for  ex- 
ercise in  pleasure  grounls.  In  regard  to  my  first 
requisite,  good  drainage,  an  important  step 
towards  effecting  this  object  has  been  lately 
taken  by  the  appointment  of  an  excellent 
commission  to  examine  and  report  upon  the  sub- 
ject, and  there  is  no  doubt  that  any  improve ment 
which  they  may  suggest  will  be  cheerfully  carried 
out.  There  is*  good  reason  to  suppose  that, 
whatever  system  thev  may  recommend  for 
the  treatment  of  the  main  sewers,  they  will  also 
advise  that  stringent  measures  be  adopted  where- 
Dy  the  city  can  control  the  proper  construction  of 
house  drains.  It  is  piobable  that  a  delete~ious  in- 
fluence on  health  proceeds  oftener  from  defective 
connections  with  the  mains  than  from  the  sewers 
themselves.  It  may,  therefore,  be  deemed  neces- 
sary chat  the  city  should  assume  control  of  the 
whole  system,  and  either  build,  or  supervise  the 
building  of,  every  house  drain,  and  insist  upon 
having  proper  "traps"  in  the  connections  there- 
with. All  this  will  involve  large  expenditures, 
but  it  is  a  prime  necessity  and  must  be  done,  and 
will  be  done,  whatever  disposition  may  be  made 
of  the  park  question.  Ventilation  of  houses — 
In  the  construction  of  laige,  expensive 
houses  intended,  perhaps,  for  the  occupancy  of 
small  families,  too  little  care  is  given  to  their  good 
ventilation,  while  in  a  tenement  house  which  shel- 
ters scores  of  persons,  thorough  ventilation  is  so 
important,  not  only  to  its  tenants,  but  to  the 
whole  community,  as  to  mike  it  necessary  that  the 
authorities  should  control  itsairangemems  to  that 
end.  In  crowded  localities  it  is  important  to  open 
closed  "courts,"  so  that— as  streets— they  may  af- 
ford free  circulation  for  fresh  air.  In  Home  cases, 
widening  or  extending  a  street,  in  a  closelypacked 
district,  might  do  more  toward  preventing  sick- 
"ness  than  would  a  park  on  the  outskirts  of  the 
cii-y.  Such  means  of  affording  ventilation  to  the 
thickly  settled  portions  of  the  city  would  be  expen- 
sive, Dut  is  not  such  aiction  a  prime  necessity,  one  of 
the  things  to  be  done  first  ?  Good  Food— There  is  lit- 
tle doubt  that  the  present  policy  of  the  city,  in  its 
management  of  the  great  markets,  virtuallv  cre- 
ates a  monopoly  whereby  the  prices  for  food  are 
greatly  increased  by  the  consumer.  Few  subjects 
are  more  important  tnan  that  which  relates  to 


the  price  and  distribution  of  food.  High  prices 
necessitate  insufficient  and  inferior  fooci,  and 
weakness  and  sickness  result  therefrom. 

In  striving  to  improve  the  sanitary  condition  of 
the  city,  it  is  important,  therefore,  that  the  market 
system  should  be  made  the  best  attainable  one. 
It  cannot.it  seems  to  me,  be  justly  urged  that 
parks  would  compensate  for  neglect  of  the  meas- 
ures to  which  I  have  alluded;  but  it  will, 
doubtless,  be  urged  that  the  city  can  set  all  these 
matters  right,  and  builu  parks,  too  ;aud  this  brings 
us  to  the  question  of  our  financial  conoition.  It 
would  seein,  Mr.  Piesidcnt,  as  if  a  large  part  of 
this  community  regards  the  revenue  of  the  city  «.s 
almost  unlimited,  through  the  powei  of  taxation, 
and  that  the  amount  of  its  expenditures  is  of  lit- 
tle consequence  so  long  as  it  can  borrow  money 
easily.  To  such  pei sons  a  sinking  fund  is  a  mys- 
terious device  by  which  a  city's  debts  can  be  ar- 
ranged so  as  to  be  no  burden  to  the  citizens;  and 
that  will,  somehow,  pay  the  debts  p.b  maturity, 
even  though  the  money  to  fill  the  fund  is  legula'r- 
ly  borrowed.  Itseems  to methatthe revenue  which 
the  city  can  rely  upon  is  by  no  means  u;  limited,  and 
that  it  would  not  be  far  out  of  the  way  to  assume 
that  the  present  valuation  and  rate  of  taxation 
are  as  high  as  they  can  be  carried  with  advantage 
to  the  revenue.  The  depraved  state  of  morals,  in 
regard  to  running  into  debt,  which  affects  our 
city  in  common  witu  the  rest  of  the  country,  leads 
us  into  many  injudicious  and  extravagant  ex- 
penditures, ihe  present  debt,  with  the  additions 
sood  to  be  made  to  it,  for  the  water  works,  irrt- 
piovement  of  sewerage  for  the  city  and  the  Mys- 
tic basin,  and  for  other  necessary  measures,  will 
soon  become  a  serious  burden  to  the  present  gen- 
eration and  to  be  entailed  upon  succeeding  ones. 
Its  consideration  may  justly  excite  the  apprehen- 
sions of  all  prudent  citizens— of  all  who  desire  the 
true  welfare  of  Boston.  If  the  recklessness  in  re- 
gard to  increasing  the  debt  continue  in  the  fu- 
ture as  it  has  prevailed  during  the  last  few  years, 
the  city  will  soon  be  compelled  to  bor- 
row, not  only  for  its  Sinking  Fund  —  if 
it  keep  up  '  the  form  of  one  —  but  to 
meet  its  interest.  If  that  ever  occur,  the  in- 
jury which  would  result  to  its  credit  might  prove 
a  salutary  check  to  extravagance.  If  greater 
economy  had  been  practised  in  the  past,  the  city 
might  now,  perhaps,  be  able  to  afford  the  luxury 
of  a  park  or  parks;  but  in  its  present  financial 
condition,  and  considering  the  gieat  expendi- 
tures soon  to  be  made  for  the  objects  to  which  I 
have  alluded,  and  to  which  the  city  is  c  mmitted, 
I  feel  constrained  to  believe,  though  relactantly, 
that  the  order  now  before  us  ought  not  to  pass; 
and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  trie  City  Government, 
before  taking  any  action  to  acquire  a  park,  to  en- 
deavor to  improve  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
city,  by  zealous  attention  to  the  subjects 
I  have  pointed  out.  When  these  things  aie  ac- 
complished, we  can  consider  the  question  of  parks. 
If  then  shown  to  be  necessary  the  people  will 
build  them.  If  our  financial  condition  then  per- 
mit, we  ought  to  provide  them,  even  if  it  should 
be  merely  for  the  pleasure  they  can  give.  lam 
heartily  in  favor  of  parks,  and  delight  in  them 
as  I  delight  in  everything  that'  is  beauti- 
ful, but  I  uige  that  it  is  our  duty  to  provide 
for  what  is  most  necessary  first,  and  then  do  all 
that  we  can  property  do  to  acd  to  our  comfort 
and  gratify  our  taste. 

Just  before  Mr.  Jaques  concluded  his  remarks 
his  time  expired,  and  Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9, 
gamed  the  floor  and  offered  to  surrender  his  five 
minutes  to  his  colleague,  out  it  was  ruled  out  of 
order  by  the  President.  | 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7  hoped  the  rule  would 
either  be  adhered  to  or  reconsidered. 

Mr.  Sampson  of  Ward  10 moved  that  Mr.  Jaques 
have  further  time,  and  Mr.  Willcutt  moved  to 
suspend  the  rule  altogether. 

Mr.  Perkins  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
five-minuie  rule.  * 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  had  hoped  the  five-minute  rule 
would  be  carried  out,  but  thought  it  impossible  to 
do  so,  as  when  a  gentleman  has  a  prepared  speech 
courtesy  requires  that  he  should  have  more 
time  to  deliver  it,  while  those  who  did  not  pre- 
pare speeches  were  limited  to  five  minutes. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10  and  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward 
7  both  hoped  the  rule  would  be  rescinded,  though 
the  latter  boped  the  vote  would  be  taken,  as  he 
did  not  believe  all  the  speeches  would  cnar.ge  the 
mind  of  a  siugle  member. 

The  reconsideration  prevailed,  and  the  five- 
miiiute  rule  was  rescinded.  Mr.  Jaques  then  con- 
cluded his  remarks. 
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Mr.  Gui'd  of  Ward  6—1  did  i  ot  come  here  pre- 
pared with  any  carefully  arianged  statistics  this 
evening;  or  to  make  an  eloquent  speech  in  favor  of 
public  parks,  for  one  niij>ht  say,  in  the  words  of  a 
certaiu  well-known  author,  "that  so  much  has 
been  said,  and  well  said;  that  nothing  more  re- 
mains to  be  said."  In  fact,  1  think  this  was  proved 
by  The  gentleman  from  Ward  5,  who  made  the 
elaborate  and  lengthy  speech  at  the  last  meeting. 
He  brought  forward  those  familiar  statistics,  co- 
gent reasons  ard  unanswerable  arguments  that 
have  been  expressed  for  the  past  half  a  cen- 
tury in  favor  of  public  parks  in  great  cities;  and 
it  seems  to  me  that  if  we  desire  arguments  for 
public  parks  we  might  find  them  in  every  century, 
even  if  we  go  back  to  the  time  of  Julius  Csesar, 
who  laid  out  the  first  parks  on  record,  if  we  ex- 
cept the  Garden  of  Eden.  Julius  Cae<ar  certainly 
understood  the  people,  as  have  all  rulers  of  re- 
nown who  have  had  the  greatest  success.  And 
what  Julius  Caesar  did,  and  how  he  remembered 
the  people  in  bis  will,  accorcingto  Shakespeare, 
was  as  follows: 

■'Moreover,  he  hath  left  you  all  nis  walks, 
His  private  arbors,  and  new-planted  orchards, 
On  this  side  Tiber;  he  hath  left  them  you. 
And  to  your  heirs  forever— common  pleasures, 
To  walk  abroad  and  recreate  yourselves." 

That  was  a  man  who  understood  the  wants  of 
the  common  people,  and  knew  that  they  aesired  to 
rest  and  recreate  themselves.  The  last  speaker 
says  we  must  first  look  at  the  affairs  of  pressing 
necessity ;  then  he  speaks  of  the  great  outlay  for 
public  parks  and  the  necessity  for  good  drainage, 
ventilation  and  street  widenings.  I  agree  with 
him  that  we  should  look  first  at  the  most  pressing- 
necessity.  There  has  long  bee  j  a  necessity  for 
more  extensive  public  paiks  in  Boston,  and  it 
ought  to  be  a  source  of  mortification  ts>  every  one 
connected  with  trie  City  Government  for  the  last 
twenty-five  j  ears  that  oo  steps  have  been  taken 
toward  laying  them  out,  or  at  least  securing 
territory  for  that  purpose.  If  we  wait  till 
every  street  is  widened,  every  sewer  built  and 
every  tenement  ventilated,  and  we  have  got  every- 
thing in  apple-pie  order,  we  should  by  that  time 
—if  it  ever  arrived—  have  to  lay  out  a  park  through 
a  series  of  towns  and  villages  and  to  depopulate 
them  in  order  to  get  the  open  space  therefor.  I 
labor  under  this  difficulty,  that  almost  every 
reason  I  can  present  has  been  given  and  lepeat- 
ed  over  and  over  agaiu,  here  and  else- 
where, till  they  have  become  familiar  to 
every  one  who  reads  the  English  language. 
The  gentleman  sps  aks  of  our  pressing  necessities, 
and  I  am  surprised  to  hear  him  say  that  the  ven- 
tilation of  bouses  should  first  have  bur  attention; 
and  that  laborers  have  sufficient  exercise,  from 
their  employment  and  do  not  need  pleas- 
ure grounds  for  exercise,  and  they  have 
comparatively  little  time  to  devote  to  visit- 
ing a  public  park,  which  he_  infers  will 
be  some  distance  from  the  point  at  which 
they  labor.  I  do  wish  any  gentleman  who  pre- 
sents such  arguments  as  these  would  go  into  the 
poor  apology  for  a  park  in  Boston — which  some 
gentlemen,  even  eow,  desire  to  deprive  us  of— and 
f.ee  the  number  of  those  laboring  people,  who 
have,  as  he  says,  little  time  for  exercise,  walking 
there  on  Sunday  afternoons  and  evenings  so  nu- 
merous that  they  jostle  each  other  as  theypass. 
Even  the  little  park  that,  we  now  possess  we  haye 
been  obliged  to  fight  for  to  preserve,  and  it  has 
been  amusing  to  hear  men  at  public  hearings  say 
that  they  have  r.o  interest  except  that  of  the  pub- 
lic in  the  cutting  off  of  a  slice  of  Boston  Common, 
and  two  months  afterward  learn  that  they  have 
been  elected  directors  of  the  Metropolitan  Rail- 
road. One  reason  why  this  order  maybe  safely 
passed  is,  that  it  is  guarded  in  every  possible  man- 
ner. The  act  cannot  take  effect  unless  accept- 
ed by  a  majority  of  the  legal  voters  at  the 
next  election.  If  I  understand  the  temper 
of  public  opinion,  it  is  strongly  in  favor  of 
public  parks.  I  know  that  some  individual 
names  that  have  been  used  in  connection  with 
Back  Bav  lands  have  contributed  to  excite  a  spirit 
of  opposition,  because  itis  thought  thsjt  by  taking 
lands  for  recreation  for  the  people  Boston  might 
be  assisting  unscrupulous  land  speculators,whose 
reputation  may  not  be  fragrant  in  the  nostrils  of 
some  portion  of  the  community,  and  Who  have 
land  they  wish  to  force  upon  the  city.  But  this 
act  does  not  specify  that  such  lands  shall  be 
taken.  It  provides!  that  the  Mayor  shall  petition 
for  authority  to  take  lands  in  the  city  for  public 
park8.  What  land  it  shall  be  maybe  decided 
nereafter.    The   ground  was  well   gone  over  by 


the  gentleman  from  Ward  5.  Hepreseoted  statis- 
tics from  every  city  in  the  United  States  that  has 
a  public  park,  and  he  also  gave  many  statistics 
from  London.  I  regret  to  say,  that  in  quoting 
those  he  was  somewhat  at  faulf,  because  he  men- 
tioned parks  not  actually  in  the  city  of  London.  I 
also  call  to  mind  tow  a  very  interesting  conun- 
drum he  proposed  to  me  respecting  the  city  of 
London,  which  was,  if  I  knew  how  many 
houses  bad  been  built  in  the  city  of  London. 
I  did  n't  happen  to  be  able  to  answer  it  then, 
and  1  have  since  been  studying  to  ascer- 
tain the  probable  number,  but  I  have  not  been 
able  to  do  so,  as  the  city  was  commenced  abort  t 
two  thousand  years  ago,  and  it  is  rather  of  difficult 
computation.  I  learn,  however,  that  there  were 
520,000  houses  in  Londoi  in  1873.  I  was  also  asked 
by  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Shaw]  if  I  had  ever  con- 
sulted Colonel  Henderson,  chief  of  the  London 
police  with  regard  to  other  statistics,  but  not 
having  been  bi ought  in  contact  with  the  police  so 
frequently  maybe  as  the  gentleman  has,  I  was 
not  able  on  demand  to  give  the  intormation.  My 
information  comes  from  higher  records  than 
those  of  the  Chief  of  Police,  and  I  misrht  give 
them  at  length  if  time  would  alio*.  I  believe  it 
is  considered  that  Kew  Gardens,  Richmond 
Hill,  as  the  gentleman  put  it,  are  not 
exactly  within  that  city,  although  transportation 
is  so  cheap  that  the  people  are  easily  able  to  reach 
them. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— My  question  of  houses  re- 
lated to  the  last  decade. 

Mr.  Guild— If  the  gentleman  puts  a  question  he 
must  expect  it  answered  as  he  puts  it,  not  as  he 
thought  he  put  it. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  referred  to  the  last  decade;  not  be- 
fore the  flood. 

Mr.  Guild— The  gentleman's  information  in  re- 
gard to  the  police  I  have  no  doubt  may  be  fuller 
than  mine,  owing  to  his  more  intimate  acquaint- 
ance with  that  body. 

Mr.  Shaw— The  Chief  of  Police  is  an  officer  of 
Parliament,  and  reports  to  that  body. 

Mr.  Guild — I  am  not  sure  in  regard  to  the  exact 
number  of  acres  contained  in  the  public  parks  in 
London,  but  my  recollection  is  that  it  is  2850  in  the 
city  proper,  and  we  have  nearly  that  number  in 
one  American  city— Chicago  bus  nearly  2000.  We 
ought  to  profit  by  the  experiences  of  other  and 
older  cities,  and  improve  on  the  Old  World  plan  in 
ottr  American  parks.  I  have  already  spoken 
longer  than  I  expected  to.  I  hope  this  measure 
will  be  carried,  as  it  aopears  to  be  as  much  a  pub- 
lic necessity  as  the  building  of  sewers,  widening 
of  streets  or  the  ventilating  of  houses. 

Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11—1  am  of  the  opinion  that 
all  th?t  can  be  said  in  favor  of  this  order  may  be 
condensed  into  the  following  propositions:  That 
Boston  needs  a  park  for  the  purpose  of  recreation, 
that  the  health  of  the  people  requires  it,  and,  ad- 
mitting these  two,  that  the  present  is  the  proper 
time  to  make  the  needed  appropriation.  Now  the 
force  of  these  three  propositions  I  deny,  for  the 
following  reasons:  Unlike  other  American  cities 
Boston  needs  no  artificial  ornamentation.  We 
are  not  situated  on  a  long,  narrow  penin- 
sula, made  up,  like  New  York,  of  swamp 
lands  and  rocky  hillocks,  and  shut  off  by 
broad  rivers  from  access  to  the  open  country ; 
neither  is  it  like  Brooklyn,  backed  by  barren  hills, 
nor  like  Chicago  surroundPd  by  flat  uninteresting 
prairie  land,  nor  like  San  Francisco  with  suburbs 
made  up  of  sand  wastes.  On  the  contrary,  from 
the  extreme  northeast  to  the  extreme  southeast 
we  are  encircled  by  the  fairest  towns  and  villages 
to  be  found  in  this'  or  any  other  country.  In  fact, 
it  may  be  doubted  whether  there  is  another  place 
on  the  earth's  surface  of  no  greater  extent  con- 
taining as  many  naturally  beautiful  sites  as  are  to 
be  found  within  a  radius  of  five  mile>>  of 
this  place.  Compared  with  all  this  nat- 
ural loveliness  so  lavishly  bestowed  what  can  any 
such  park  as  we  have  proposed  be  ?  More  than 
this,  I  think  the  natural  advantages  of  Boston  are 
such  that  no  increase  in  population  can  greatly 
damage  them.  Our  suburbs  are  of  so  wide  a  cir- 
cumference that  when  we  shall  have  grown  to 
three  times  our  present  size,  persons  residing  in 
the  thickly  settled  central  sections  of  the  city  will 
still  be  within  as  easy  travelling  distance  of  the 
green  fields  and  open  roads  of  the  country  as 
those  who  reside  in  the  Fourth  and  Sixth  wards 
of  New  York,  and  who  most  need  that  place  of 
recreation  now,  are  to  Central  Park. 

The  question  of  health  for  a  city  like  our  own  is 
one  that  deserves  and  should  at  all  times  com- 
mand the  closest  attention,  but  at  this  point  I 
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must  protest  against  beicg  forced  io to  a  seeming 
opposition  to  what  may  be  the  most  urgent  need 
of  the  city,  an  improved  sewerage  system,  from 
the  fact  that  it  has  been  twisted  «.nd  distorted  in- 
to a  connection  with  this  park  project.  There  is 
not  the  slightest  connection  between  the  two  sub- 
jects,and  I  hope  gentleinemwill  uotjbe  deteired  in 
voting  against  the  latter  for  fear  of  defeating  the 
former. 

A  great  deal  has  been  written  and  said  about 
the  necessity  for  having  a  breathing  place,or  lungs, 
for  toe  city.  It  is  wholly  a  visionary  idea.  The 
air  we  breathe  todav  and  have  breathed  for  the 
past  week  was  charged  with  whatever  ozone  or 
health-giving  powers  it  possessed  anions  the  for- 
ests of  Canada  or  hundred's  of  miles  away  on  the 
Atlantic  ocean;  and  if  it  had  become  polluted  no 
little  sweep  over  a  thousand  acres  or  so  would 
purify  it.  More  than  this,  the  theory  is  shown  to 
be  illogical  when  brought  down  to  a  practical 
application.  If  we  are  in  need  of  parks  for  breath- 
ing places,  the  place  to  locate  them  would  be  in 
the  South  Cove  district  or  among  the  narrow 
squalid  streets  of  the  North  Ead,  and  not  five 
miles  away  in  West  Roxbury,  Brookline  or  Brigh- 
ton. But  the  whole  idea  is  fanciful  and  merely 
introduced  to  cloud  and  mystify  sound  judgment. 

There  can  be  no  question  that  a  park  has  certain 
advantages,  and  that  as  a  nlace  of  recreation  it  is 
very  desirable.  No  one  will  question  that:  but  at 
present  I  think  Boston  has  all  the  pa'ks  that  can 
be  desired.  If,  however,  we  are  looking  to  the  fu- 
ture, I  think  we  might  judiciously  follow 
the  example  lately  set  oy  the  city  of 
London.  The  corporation  of  the  city  of  London 
has  within  the  last  six  months  come  into  posses- 
sion of  Eppmg  Forest,  a  tract  of  forest  land  about 
the  size  of  the  Sixteenth  Ward,  situated  on  a  line 
of  railroad  about  seveuteen  miles  from  the  city. 
It  is  proposed  to  make  a  park  of  this,  leaviag  it  as 
it  is,  iu  a  state  of  nature,  and  to  run  cheap  and 
frequent  excursion  trains  there,  and  thus  allow 
the  poor  people  of  the  towns,  and  the  working 
classes  generally,  the  advantage  of  free  forest  air. 
The  benefits  to  be  derived  from  a  park  of  this 
kind  are  inestimable,  when  you  compare  thim 
with  those  to  be  gained  by  walking  on  paved  bou- 
levards or  gravelled  walks  by  the  side  of  guarded 
grass  plots. 

Admitting  (which  I  do  not)that  it  is  necessary  to 
have  a  park,  as  proposed,  it  must  be  apparent  to 
all  that  tae  present  is  a  most  inopportune  time 
for  urging  its  acquisition.  Probably  there  his 
not  b-en  a  year  since  the  City  Government  was 
first  inaugurated  when  the  needed  demands  and 
necessary  ezoeuses  bore  more  heavily  upon  its  re- 
sources ;  and  certainly  there  has  not  been  a  year 
within  that  period  when  the  prospective  incomes 
of  the  tax-paying  citizens  were  relatively  smaller. 
On  every  hand  we  hear  of  retrenchment  and 
economy.  Little  comforts,  whicb  from  long  con- 
tinuance have  come  to  be  considered  in  the  light 
of  necessities  aie  ruthlessly  cut  off  from  the  stern 
demands  of  a  restricted  income.  And  yet  this 
time  is  chosen  as  the  pioper  one  for  creating  a 
great  public  debt.  I  say  a  great  public  debt,  and 
I  say  it  advisedly,  for  if  we  once  enter  upon  this 
plan  it  cannot  be  accomplished  without  an  ex- 
penditure of  eight  millions  of  dollars,  to  say 
nothiag  of  the  large  annual  outlay  needed  to  keep 
the  park  in  tolerable  condition.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  is  said  that  land  is  now  relatively  cheaper 
than  it  will  be;  and  moie  than  this,  that  this 
improvement  will  increase  the  taxable  value 
of  land  m  the  vicinity  of  the  park,  which  will 
more  than  compensate  the  city  for  the  ex- 
penditure. These  arguments  may  be  plausi- 
ble, but  at  the  bottom  they'  are  wholly 
unsound.  Economy  is  never  a  matter  of  dollars 
and  cents,  but  of  resources.  That  article  is  cheap 
which  we  want  and  can  afford  to  buy;  and  that 
article  is  dear,  no  matter  what  the  price  in  dollars 
and  cents  may  be,  which  we  neither  want  nor 
have  the  money  to  pay  for.  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  fifteen  yeai  s  hence  Boston  may  be  better  pre- 
pared to  pay  two  or  even  three  times  the  price  that 
is  proposed  to  be  paid  for  the  land.  We  may  then 
want  a  park ;  we  do  not  now.  We  may  then  have 
the  money  to  buy  it  with ;  we  have  not  this  at 
present. 

There  is  nothing  per  se  in  a  park  to  increase  the 
taxable  value  of  land.  There  are  thousands,  yes, 
millions  of  acres  of  park  or  paik-like  lands  along 
the  head  waters  of  the  Missouri  Kiver  that  may 
be  had  for  the  asking ;  yet  I  never  heard  that  the 
taxable  ralue  of  land  in  their  vicinity  had  been 
increased.  What  constitutes  the  taxable  value 
of   a  city  over  and   above   created  wealth?    Is  it 


not  its  avadability  as  a  point  for  the  shipment 
and  transhipment  of  freight;  its  numerous  rail- 
way and  steamboat  lines;  its  industrious  people 
and  enterprising  capitalists;  its  low-reuted  ware- 
houses, aud  above  all  —  that  which  aloue 
renders  business  profitable  —  its  low  rate 
of  taxation  ?  A  parallel  has  been  attempted  to 
be  drawn  between  New  York  and  Boston  when  " 
no  parallel  exists.  Gentlemen  must  knowthacde- 
sirable  building;  land  ou  Manhattan  Island  is  a 
limited  commodity.  The  City  Government  rteps 
into  the  market  and  takes  unto  itsflf  a  large  sec- 
tion of  their  alreaay  small  supply.  To  suppose 
that  the  rest  of  the  land  would  not  increase  in 
value  is  to  set  at  defiance  every  principle  of  po- 
litical ^coaomy.  Why,  sir,  the  result  would  have 
been  the  same  had  the  land  thus  taken  been  used 
for  any  purpose  other  than  a  public  nuisance. 

I  admit  that  there  is  a  certain  aesthetical  value 

in   park  lands,  but  it  cannot  be  put  oown  iu   the 

tax  books,  and  should  never  be  encouraged  at  the 

"  expen  e  of  the  more  refeble  wealth  on  which  it  so 

depended. 

I  would  like  in  this  connection  to  read  a  short 
extiact  from  the  New  York  Tribune .  upon  this 
subject. 

Mr.  Howes  read  fiorn  the  Tribune  an  article 
which  advocated  cutting  down  the  expenditures 
for  parks  and  companug  the  commercial  and 
financial  condition  of  that  city  with  that  of  Bos- 
ton, and  continued- 
Mr.  President,  can  any  picture  be  plainer  than 
this?  New  York,  all  but  overwhelmed  in  an  ocean 
of  debt,  is  looking  nervously  at  us;  and  we  are 
standing  upon  the  brink  and  metaphorically  tak- 
ing off  our  clothes  to  plunge  into  the  mire  beside 
her.  Could  any  course  be  more  foolish?  Could 
any  be  more  suicidal?  Gentlemen  must  know 
th,»t  we  are  at  present  engaged  in  a  close  contest 
with  New  York,  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia  for 
commercial  supremacy.  We  have  geographical 
difficulties  to  contend  against  which  can  only  be 
overcome  by  the  utmoit  prudence  on  our  part. 
One  per  cent,  on  the  cost  of  trauspoiting  a  barrel 
of  flour  or  a  bushel  of  wneat  may  turn  the  scale 
against  us  and  consign  a  flowing  trade  to 
our  more  fortunate  rivals.  It  is  a  struggle 
for  existence  in  which  themost  t«x-burdeued~and 
least  prudent  community  must  go  to  the  wall.  I 
am  convinced,  sir,  that  we  can  do  no  more  in  this 
chamber  to  make  Boston  one  of  the  first,  if  not 
the  leading,  commercial  city  in  this  country,  by- 
wise  legislation,  than  can  be  dona  by  all  the  hear- 
ings at  the  State  House  m  regard  to  the  tariff  of 
the  Bo=,ton  &  Albany  Railroad,  or  even  by  suc- 
cessful combination  with  Western  railroads,  or 
even  by  the  Hoosac  Tunnel. 

I  will  not  allow  any  one  to  go  beyond  me  in  a 
desire  to  make  Boston  of  the  future  in  every  way 
worthy  of  her  reputation  in  the  past.  I  hope  that  ii) 
years  to  come  she  may  have  not  only  an  intelligent 
and  industrious,  but  a  healthy  and  happy  people ; 
but  I  cannot  see  that  this  is  to  be  brought  about 
by  a  course  which  threatens  to  cripple  her  re- 
sources and  rt  duce  her  to  the  rank  of  a  second  or 
third  rate  city.  I  shall  therefore  vote  against-this 
order,  and  trust  that  it  will  be  defeated.  I  pro- 
pose to  offer  at  the  proper  time  an  order  some- 
what to  this  effect;  authorizing  the  Mayor  to  pe- 
tition the  Legislature  for  authority  to  take  unim- 
proved land  for  park  purposes,  on  the  line  or  lines 
of  railway,  the  same  to  be  situated  not  less  than 
eight  and  not  more  than  eighteen  miiesNfrom  the 
City  Hall.  In  this  way  we  snail  secuie  for  those 
who  need  it— the  laboring  classes  and  the  poor— a 
certainty  of  healthful  enjoyment;  while  for  the 
city  we  shall  do  all  that  can  reasonably  be  demand- 
ed of   this  and  the  succeeding  generation. 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Ward  15—1  do  not  propose  to  take 
up  the  lime  of  the  Council  at  any  great  length, 
but  there  are  some  matters  that  have  not  been 
discussed,  and  which  I  deem  of  considerable  im- 
portance. I  shall  endeavor  to  make  my  remarks 
as  brief  as  possible.  This  subject  of  providing 
public  parks  for  the  city  of  Boston  is  no  new  mat- 
ter. Both  in  public  and  private  it  has  been  talked 
over,  and  advocated  in  all  the  prominent  papers 
of  this  city  by  our  ablest  writers,  and  numerous 
plans  recommended,  and  the  necessity  of  imme- 
diate action  by  our  citizens  urged  t<>  secure  favor- 
able locations'  while  they  could  be  had  at  cheap 
prices.  The  last  City  Government,  believing  it 
against  the  best  interests  of  the  city  to  further 
delay  so  necessary  and  important  an  undertaking, 
and  to  present  it  to  the  citizens  in  a  definite  and 
comprehensive  form,  appointed  a  very  able  Board 
of  Commissioners  to  investigate  the  whole  sub 
ject  of  parks  and  the   requirements   ot   the   city. 
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They  devoted  much  time  and  labor  in  their  inves- 
tigations, and  in  examining  the  different  locali- 
ties in  our  suburbs  with  a  view  to  the  present  and 
future  wants  of  the  city,  and  their  very  able  re- 
port we  now  have  before  us.  On  the  twelfth  and 
thirteenth  pages  we  have  their  recommendations, 
the  third  article  of  which  is  now  presented  to  us 
for  our  action — "To  procure  proper  authority  from 
the  Legislature  to  carry  then-  recommendations 
into  effect."  I  cannot  believe,  sir,  that  this 
Council  will  go  backwards  in  this  great  public 
movement,  neither  do  I  believe  the  neople  will 
submit  to  it,  if  v.  e  wei*  so  disposed.  I  regret  ex- 
ceedingly that  the  other  braach  should  nave 
chosen  to  hamper  this  order  with  such  restric- 
tions. It  evidently  is  the  best  they  are  disposed 
to  give  us,  and  I  shall  give  it  my  vote,  believing 
that  the  Legislature  will  take  vnoie  enlarged 
views  of  what,  is  proper  and  for  our  best  interests, 
and  not  burden  oar  citizeos  with  the  first  costs  of 
the  land,  and  which  properly  belongs  to  those 
coming  after  us  to  pay,  if  found  necessary. 

The  first  recommendation  of  the  commissioners 
in  their  report  is  a  park  in  the  territory  known  as 
the  Back  Bay,  lying  west  of  Parker  street,  or  in 
that  neighborhood,  unimpioved,  comprising 
marshes  and  flats,  receiving  the  sewage  of  the 
surrounding  territory,  and  a  great  public  nui- 
sance, poisoning  the  air,  and  producing  sickness- 
not  onlv  to  those  residing  in  the  neighborhood, 
but  also  to  tue  public  coming  in  daily  fiom  the 
suburban  towus  in  the  railway  trains,  and  which 
will  decrease  the  value  of  many  of  the  most  costly 
residences  of  the  city  near  that  locality,  if  the 
cit5  permits  it  to  remain  in  its  present  condition, 
the  sewers  emptying  into  this  basin  throwing  their 
frith  upon  the  marshes,  and  damaging  the  proper- 
ty of  the  owners  of  this  territory.  The  part 
week  the  Supreme  Court  decided  two  cases 
against  the  city  of  Cambridge,  wnerein  dam- 
ages were  claimed  for  allowing  their  sewers 
to  discbarge  into  Broad  Canal,  and  dis- 
tributing the  sewerage  matter  .  upon  the  flats. 
A  great  cause  of  this  sewerage  nuisance  was  oc- 
casioned by  the  city  digging  out  the  mud  flats  and 
marshes  for  materral  to  fill  Tremont  street  and 
the  flats  west  of  Washington  street  in  1832.  At 
that  time  the  Back  Bay  flowed  to  within  1200  feet 
of  Washington  street.  The  city,  in  their  indenture 
with  the  Boston  &  Roxbury  Mill  Corporation  m 
1827.  whereby  they  conveyed  their  rights  in  the 
Back  Bay,  reserved  the  right  of  taking  mud  from 
the  basin,  and  the  right  to  license  others  to  do  the 
same.  This  property  the  city  has  burdened  with 
taxation  upon  a  valuation  lor  anticipated  im- 
provements, belonging  to  various  owners  without 
any  means  of  access  to  it,  these  marshes  and  flats 
being  taxed  at  from  twelve  cents  to  thirty  cents 
per  toot,  a  considerable  portion  at  twenty-five  and 
tbirty  cents,  on  account,  I  presume,  of  ltd  being 
on  a  line  with  Bo.vlston,  Newbury  and  other  streets 
projected,  as  laid  out  on  paper  plans,  and  the 
park  proposed  by  Ho  a.  David  Sears  in  1852,  while 
property  of  a  similar  character  located  in  tne 
South  Bay  is  only  taxed  at  from  one -fifth  of  one 
cent  to  sixteen  cents  per  foot. 

It  is  a  grave  questioa  whether  the  owners  of  this 
territory  have  not  an  equitaole  claim  against  the 
city  to  recover  the  excess  paid,  besides  damages 
to  their  property. 

And  now  a  few  words  about  land  speculators, 
aDd  their  ruined  fortunes. 

In  1870  Ward  15  w  as  taxed  on  a  valuation  of 
$  13,652,000,  real  estate,  and  in  1874  on  $28,440,800, 
an  increase  of  814,838,800,  or  an  increase  of  over 
108  per  cent  in  four  years,  while  during  this  time 
the  sixteen  wards  which  comprised  the  city  in  1870 
increased  in  real  estate  valuation  as  follows: 
Ward  1,  forty  per  cent.;  Waul  2,  twenty ;  Ward  3, 
twenty-three;  Ward  4,  fifteen;  Ward  5,  thirtv- 
fourj  Ward  6,  thirty;  Ward  7,  thirty-seven;  Ward 
8,  thirteen  :  Ward  9,  fifty-seven  ;  Ward  10,  thirty  ; 
Ward  11,  eighteen ;  Ward  12,  sixty-one ;  Ward  13, 
forty-five;  Ward  14,  fifty- four;  Ward  15,  oce  hun- 
dred and  eight,  and  Ward  16  ninety-seven  per 
cent.,  the  general  average  being  forty-two  and 
five-eights  per  cent.  It  may  be  argued  that  great 
gain  m  Ward  15  is  in  new  dwelling  houses  erected 
during  this  time. 

I  will  give  you  the  numbers  and  values  of  the 
brick,  stoue,  wood  and  frame  dwellings,  aud 
dwellings  and  stores  completed,  under  peimits 
issued  by  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  from  Oct.  1, 
1871,  this  being  the  commencementof  their  records 
in  tabular  form,  to  Dec'.  31, 1874,  in  the  seven  prin- 
cipal wards  that  have  been  invaded  by  these 
land  speculators : 


Ward  1,  463  dwellings,  costing $1,374,4CU 

"  9,161  "  "        $1,800,600 

"  12,564  "  '        91,753,400 

"  13,  101  "  "        $298,700 

"  14,334  "  "        $1,664,200 

"  15,587  "  "        $2,427,350 

"  16,  533  "  "        $2,078,600 

Making  a  total  of  2743  dwellings  and  stores,  cost- 
ing $11,397,250,  added  to  the  taxable  property  of 
the  city  in  permanent  improvements  since  Oct.  1, 
1871,  by  these  land  speculators.  The  surplus  of 
dwellings  unoccupied  are  not  more  than  we  shall 
need  the  present  year  if  business  takes  a  favorable 
turn.  And  we  all  know  chat  when  this  movement 
commenced  in  1871  houses  were  then  very  scarce, 
families  crowded  together  in  many,while  bouses  in 
the  central  wards  were  turned  into  stores,  and 
many  families  were  driveu  to  seek  shelter  in 
many  of  the  towns  at  a  distance  from  the  city  for 
temporary  homes,  and  who  will  return  to  our  su- 
burban wards  as  soon  as  business  revives. 

Deducting  the  $2,427,350  invented  in  buildings  iu 
Ward  15  from  the  $14,838,800  increased  real  estate 
valuation  since  1870  gives  us  $12,411,450  increased 
taxable  val  uation  on  her  lands,  under  these  im- 
provements, as  the  assessors  value  them,  which 
is  more  than  the  whole  real  estate  taxable 
valuation  of  1874  of  either  Wards  3,  13,  19, 
20,  21  or  22.  Is  not  Ward  15  entitled  to  some 
improvements  by  the  citv?  Is  it  not  public 
policy  for  the  city  co  open  out  some  important 
and  much  needed  avenues  through  her  territory 
so  iiighly  valued  by  the  assessor-;,  and  increase 
her  valuation,  rather  than  decrease  it?  One  word 
more  about  land  speculators,  men  that  believe  in 
the  p;rowtn  and  prosperity  of  Boston.  You  can- 
not spare  them,  and  they  are  entitled  to  your  re- 
spect. The  records  of  Norfolk  County  show  that 
a  number  of  gentlemen  formed  an  association  to 
purchase  lands  io  Roxbury,  Brookline,  Brighton 
and  Cambridge  in  January,  1813.  They  were  Har- 
rison Gray  Otis,  Ebenezer  Francis,  Uriah  Cot- 
ting,  Francis  C.  Lowell,  Thomas  Wigglesworth, 
Samuel  Sgear,  Nathan  Appleton,  John  Bellows 
and  Israel  Thorndilie.  May  18, 1818,  William  Saw- 
yer joined  them,  Oct.  25,  1826,  William  Appleton, 
and  Feb.  13,  1828,  David  Sears.  Subsequently 
they  divided  their  lands,  All  of  these  gentlemen 
invested  their  money  in  lands  in  and  around  Bos- 
ton, and  by  its  increase  added  millions  of  dollars 
to  their  wealth.  Then  we  had  the  Boston  &  Rox- 
bury Mill  Corporation,  fifty  associates,  South 
Cove  Corporation  and  others,  reclaiming  the 
marsh  lands,  driving  the  wharves  from  the  centre 
of  the  city  to  where  they  now  are,  building  stores 
and  dwellings,  and  adding  millions  of  taxable 
property  to  the  city,  the  c'ty  at  the  same  time  fill- 
ing up  her  flats  on  both  sides  of  Washington 
street  and  laying  out  streets,  doing  her  share  of 
the  work  and  making  money  out  of  the  operation. 
These  great  improvements  were  inaugurated  and 
advocated  by  Josiah  Quincy,  Mayor  from  1823  to 
1828,  and  were  carried  out  during  the  administra- 
tion of  Mayors  Otis,  Wells,  Lyman  and  others. 
The  city  cannot  afford  to  allow  the  Back  and 
South^Bays  to  remain  any  longer  in  their  present 
condition,  comprising  about  four  hundred  acres 
of  waste  lands  within  the  two  and  one-half  mile 
circle,  and  adjoining  the  largest  tax-paying 
wards. 

Over  three  years  ago  a  petition  was  presented 
to  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  to  extend 
Boylstou  street  to  Brookline  avenue.  If  this  had 
been  carried  out,  no  doubt  considerable  of  the 
Back  Bay  lauds  would  nave  been  filled  up.  No  ac- 
tion was  taken  by  the  board,  nor  a  hearing  given. 
Their  reasons  were  that  the  city  could  not  afford 
it.  Early  in  last  year  another  petition  was  pre- 
sented to  them  signed  by  taxpayers  representing 
some  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  by  all  our  ex- 
Mayors  and  most  if  nor  all  of  the  ex-Aldermen, 
requesting  that  it  might  be  extended  that  year.  A 
hearing  was  given  the  petitioners  last  summer, 
but  no  action  lias  been  taken  as  yet  by  that  board. 
If  this  avenue  is  extended,  and  a  park  or  public 
garden  laid  out  on  its  southerly  side,  it  will  be  the 
most  desirable  street  for  palatial  residences  in  this 
district,  besides  being  a  main  thoroughfare  from 
the  business  centie  and  the  North  End  to  the  park 
and  the  western  suburbs.  This,  with  the  oth- 
er surroundings  of  the  park,  would  in- 
crease the  value  of  property  in  Wards  6, 
9,  11  and  15  enormously,  that  now  pay  a 
tax  upou  a  total  real  estate  valuation  of 
$134,215,600.  About  three-quarters  of  Ward  15  is 
vacant  lands,  teiritory  enough  to  make  three 
wards  of  the  size  of  Wards  6,  9  or  11,  and  if  prop- 
erly developed   by   a    park   and   broad    avenues 
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■would  do  doubt,  within  a  few  years,  give  an  in- 
creased valuation  of  one  hundred  millions;  her 
real  estate  valuation  is  $1,119,000— more  than  tbe 
threa  wards  of  Charlestown,  with  no  avenues 
crossing  westerly  from  Tremont  street  between 
Beacon  street  aad  the  Roxbury  crossing,  a  dis- 
tance of  about  two  and  oue  halt  miles. 

I  believe,  also,  that  we  should  have  a  series  of 
rural  parks  further  out  from  the  city  proper,  where 
the  people  could  go  and  ramble  over  its 
hills  and  woods,  acces-ible  by  horse  cars, 
the  fares  to  be  regulated  at  the  bare  cost, 
so  that  it  would  be  withm  the  means  of 
all,  bringing  to  thousands  the  memory  of 
theii  childhood  and  their  old  homes  in  the  coun- 
try towns  of  New  England.  I  have  been  asked, 
Or  what  benefit  are  parks  to  Wards  1,  2,  and  4? 
A_sk  the  thousands  of  laboring  people  iu  that  sec- 
tion if  there  is  no  pleasure  in  a  ramble  over  the 
green  fields,  there  is  no  class  of  people  in  our 
city  that  would  tnjoy  it  more  than  our  adopted 
citizens  that  come  to  our  shores  from  the  green 
isles  and  their  mountain  homes ; — parks  where  the 
school  children  can  make  excuisions  or.  Wednes- 
day and  Saturday  afternoons  and  holidays,  and 
where  the  many  thousands  who  are  unable  to 
leave  the  city  during  the  long  summer 
vacation  may  go  there  and  enjoy  its 
health  -  restoring  and  invigorating  effeefs. 
I  would  have  the  laboring  men  and  women  of 
"Ward  1  cross  tbe  feiries  free  of  tolls,  that  they 
may  enjoy  all  ths  l<eneflts  of  these  improvement's 
with  the  most  favored  v  a rds;  there  is  no  consis- 
tency iu  taking  fiom  them  twelve  to  fourteen  dol- 
lars a  yeai"  of  their  hard  earnings,  going  and  com- 
ing from  their  daily  labor,  while  we  furnirh  other 
wards  wich  free  bridges.  The  past  sumner,  al- 
most every  day,  trains  of  ten  or  twelve  ea-s, 
crowded  with  scbool  children  and  picnic  parties, 
could  be  teen  going  out  of  the  Old  Colony  Depot 
to  the  grove  belonging  to  that  corpoi  ation  f or  a 
day's  pleasure,  at  a  considerable  expense  to  many 
a  mother  t^iat  could  ill  afford  it,  but  who  was  will- 
ing to  labor  the  harder  during  lhe  hot,sultiy  days 
and  nights,  that  her  children  might  have  this 
pleasure  if  they  could  not  themselves  enjoy  it. 
I  have  seen  these  trains  stop  at  South  Boston, 
taking  >n  other  hundreds  from  that  localily  co  en- 
joy the  pleasures  of  a  day  in  a  ramble  iD  the 
woods  and  fields,  and  the  same  with  other  rail- 
road CDmpanies.  I  presume  some  of  the  stock- 
holder of  these  roads  would  oppose  public  parks, 
and  say  we  cannot  afford  io  have  them;  it  is  hard 
times ;  wait  until  we  can  pile  up  a  few  more  dol- 
lars; after  we  are  dead  you  can  have  parks.  But, 
sir,  they  do  not  represent  the  wealthy  merchants 
of  Boston,  who  are  first  and  foremost  in  any  great 
enterprise  for  the  public  good.  They  are  what  may 
be  properly  classed  richpaupers.  The  Board  of  As- 
sessors can  tell  you  something  about  this  cla*s. 
They  would  not  pay  a  d  ollar  of  tax  if  they  could  help 
it.  They  don'tinvestrnucb  of  their  money  here,  for 
fear  of  taxation.  If  Brigbain  Young  should  pro- 
pose to  make  a  boulevard  around  Salt  Lake  they 
would  lead  him  the  money.  A  few  days  before 
the  fast  of  May  they  buy  Government  bonds  to 
avoid  taxation,  aad  sell  out  a  few  days  after  to 
invest  in  seven  per  cent  gold  bonds  of  railroads  in 
Texas  and  the  Territories.  Some  of  these  gold 
bonds,  wheie  the  roads  are  constructed  far  some 
distance,  are  now  offered  at  ten  cents  on  the  dol- 
lar. I  know  of  one  savings  bank  in  Maine  that 
has  about  $28,000  invested  in  these  splendid  securi- 
ties, and  am  informed  that  $50,000,000  of  these  non- 
inteiest  paying  bonds  are.  held  in  this  city.  I  am 
inclined  to  think  our  capitalists  will  find  it  advisa- 
ble, hereafter,  to  invest  their  money  at  home  and 
aid  in  building  our  own  railroads  (if  our  assessors 
should  be  after  them),  and  thus  build  up  the  com- 
mercial business  of  Boston  that  has  been  driven 
away  to  other  cities, by  their  avarice  and  stupidity. 
They  pay  a  very  small  tax,  if  any.  Most  of  the 
taxes  upon  the  real  estate  and  merchandise  in  the 
business  wards  are  paid  by  our  business  men  resi- 
dents in  the  suburban  wards  and  towns,  the  taxes 
upon  stores  and  warehouses  being  either  added  or 
included  in  the  reots. 

The  gentleman  from  Ward  9  says  the  importing 
business  has  been  for  the  last  two  years  very  un- 
profitable, and  he  is  the  best  aurhority  on  this 
subject.  This,  sir,  is  encouraging  for  the  future, 
and  1  trust  our  people  have  learned  that  they  can 
do  without  most  of  the  foreign  goods,  thus  con- 
tinually piling  up  a  foreign  debt  which  we  may 
never  be  able  to  pay,  and  supply  ourselves  from 
our  own  manufactures,  giving  our  skilled  labor- 
ing men  additional  employment  and  increasing 
the  prosperity  of  our  own  Government;  capital 


will  then  flow  to  our  shores  for  investment,  com- 
peting with  our  own  capital  and  reducing  the 
rate  of  interest.  We  have  official  notice  that  the 
German  Government  has  prohibited  the  importa- 
tion of  potatoes'from  the  U  ited  States  into  Ger- 
many. If  they  can  do  without  our  potatoes,  we 
can  do  without  their  German  toys  and  sour  wines. 

Hard  times  cannot  continue  much  longer;  our 
banks  are  overflowing  with  money  uninvested, 
because  our  weak-kneed  capitalists  are  at  raid  to 
invest;  they  don'c  know  who  to  trust. 

This  ts  not  the  time  for  us  to  talk  economy  and 
stop  public  improvements,  it  is  suicidal,  and  will 
drive  our  laboiing  classes  and  mechanical  inter- 
ests from  the  city,  thus  increasing  instead  of  re- 
lieving the  excessive  burdens  u.der  which  all 
branches  of  our  industrial  interests  aie  now  suf- 
fering; it  is  a  false  theory  of  economy ;  the  time 
for  us  to  economize  is  when  our  business  interests 
are  in  a  good  condition  to  bear  it,  while  labor  can 
procure  employment  in  all  directions.  Out  mer- 
chants will  be  better  able  to  pay  the  interest  on 
loans  for  improvements  that  will  unlock  capital 
and  distribute  it  in  the  hands  of  the  laboring 
classes  for  cir,  ulatioo  and  thus  start  up  business, 
rathei  than  pay  interest  upon  their  goods 
lying  idle  upon  their  shelves;  a-jd  I  trust 
we  shall  soon  hear  the  hammer  at  work 
-upon  tbe  extension  of  the  City  Hospital,  the  new 
conduit  and  other  necessary  "improvements,  and 
which  will  cost  much  less  than  in  more  favorable 
times,  and  a  greater  saving  to  the  city  than  the 
interest  upon  the  loans  required. 

The  Lawrences  at  Long %vood  have  expended  a 
large  sum  the  past  year  or  two,  in  filling  up  their 
marsh  lands,  in  spite  of  hard  times,  and  the  past 
fall  built  a  block  ot  five  brick  houses  on  their 
lands,  and  the  past  winter  laid  the  foundations 
for  five  more.  Men  of  this  class  are  tbe  friends  of 
the  mechanic  and  laboring  man,  and  are  public 
bene! actors.  Th-re  has  not  been  for  several 
years  and  there  will  cot  in  the  future  be  so  favor- 
able a  time  as  the  present  to  buy  lands  for  public 
paili1--. 

The  position  of  the  City  Council  on  this  ques- 
tion of  having  a  public  park  on  the  Back  Bay  is 
about  the  same  as  that  of  our  former  city  govern- 
ments in  legard  to  the  land  now  used  as  a  Public 
Garden. 

July  30, 1794,  the  town  of  Boston  granted  the 
flats  of  the  present  site  of  the  Public  Garden  for 
the  erection  of  six  ronewalks,  the  land  being  con- 
sidered useless.  Io  February,  1824,  it  again  came 
into  possession  of  the  citj  by  purchase,  costing 
$55,000;  and  in  December  following  itwas  agitated 
by  the  City  Council  to  sell  it  again  for  building 
purposes;  and  a  vote  was  submitted  to  the  p^ofle. 
One  proposition  was  as  follows : 

"Shall  the  City  Council,  whenever  in  their  opin- 
iou  the  convenience  of  the  inhabitants  require,  be 
authorized  to  lay  out  any  part  of  the  lands  and 
flats  lying  westerly  from  the  Commo a  f or  a  cem- 
etery,"and  erect  and  sell  tonobs  therein  on  such 
terms  and  conditions  as  they  may  deem  proper?" 

The  question  was  negatived  by  a  vote  of  1632 
against  176.  Various  efforts  were  made  it;  the 
City  Council  up  to  1856  to  sell  the  Public  Garden, 
and  finally  in  1859  the  citizens  voted  to  accept  an 
act  of  the  Legislature,  entitled  "an  act  in  relation 
to  the  Back  Bay  and  the  Public  Garden  in  the 
City  of  Boston"  ;  6287  votes  in  favor  aid  only  99  in 
the  negative.  This  effectually  set  the  question  at 
re^t  of  selling  the  Public  Garden. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7 — I  want  to  say  a  word 
upon  the  public  park  question.  There  are  some 
amecdments  proposed  to  this  order  which,  if 
passeo ,  will  necessitate  my  voting  against  the 
whole  matter.  I  heard,  sir,  with  a  great  deal  of 
interest,  the  speech  of  the  gentleman  who  just  sat 
dow.n  ;  and  I  heard  the  speech  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  5  upon  this  question,  the  pith  of 
which,  so  far  as  the  laying  out  of  this  park  is  con- 
cerned, is  as  follows : 

"Lee  me  here  mention  some  of  the  points  of  in- 
terest in  our  suburbs  which  would  be  reached  by 
the  proposed  series  of  parks,  connected  by  broad 
driveways,  or  boulevards,  as  contemplated  by  the 
report  of  the  commission,  all  of  which  art  attrac- 
tive to  cur  people  and  to  strangers  visiting  us,  and 
which  would  be  rendered  a  thousand  times  more 
soil  pioper  and  judicious  means  are  applied  to 
their  care  ano  cultivation." 

Aud  here  is  the  system  of  parks  he  proposed: 

"Say,  commencing  at  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir, 
thence  diverging  to  tbe  north  by  way  of  Corey's 
Hill,  perhaps,  in  Brookline,  passing  near  interest- 
ing ponds  in  Brighton,  the  arsenal  grounds,  Bea- 
con Park,  Cambridge  colleges,  observatory,  mon- 
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undent  and  water  works,  Mount  Auburn,  Fresh 
Pond,"— 

Fresh  Pond  is  very  suggestive,  after  going  to  all 
those  points. 

—"Spy  Pond,  Mystic  Reservoir,  Tufts  College, 
Mystic  Pari?,  Maiden  and  Woodlawn  Cemetery  to 
near  Revere  Beach, Powder  Horn  Hill  and  Breed's 
Island  (reached  by  broad  avenues  from  Eaet  Bos- 
ton), with  all  tneir  beautiful  surrounding  and  un- 
equalled views  of  tne  ocean,  extending:  scores  of 
miles;  aDd  on  the  south  from  Chestnut-Hill  Res- 
ervoir to  the  old  Brookline  Reservoir,  new  reser- 
voir for  Brookline  and  cemetery,  Jamaica  Pond, 
Bussey  Woods  (to  contain  the  Arnold  Arboretum), 
Mount  Hope,  Forest  Hills  and  Carvary  cemeteries, 
toward  the  Nepons-et  River,  Dorchester  shore  and 
Savm  fiiil,  reached  bv  broad  avenues  to  South 
Boston  Point,  from  which  the  time  is  not  far  dis- 
tant when  I  think  the  Star.e  will  find  it  for  her  in- 
terest to  cede  to  the  city  the  right  to  take  and  hold 
the  territory  now  covered  by  water  from  South 
Boston  Point  to  Castle  Island  for  a  grand  basin, 
and  many  other  points  of  much  interest,  which 
do  not  occur  to  me  at  this  moment,  and  in  fact 
touching  about  every  point  of  essential  impor- 
tance to  which  the  most  frerjuent  resort  is  made 
in  our  whole  suburbs." 

The  only  omission  was  a  grand  bridge  over  to 
Tafts  to  make  a  boulevard  completely  encircling 
the  city.  Now,  sir,  that  is  a  grand  affair,  and  it  is 
carried  out,  I  believe,  in  the  miud  of  my  friend 
who  advocated  it.  And  it  came  quite  home  to  me 
when  I  heard  the  gentleman  speak  of  Caesar  and 
about  his  knowing  the  people  so  well.  Now  tnere 
is  another  thing  the  Romau  Caesar  understood, 
and  we  ought  to  imitate  it.  The  Legisla- 
ture passed  a  law  for  the  establishment 
of  magnificent  bath  houses,  and  why 
not,  like  the  ancient  Romans,  connect  them  dur- 
ing rhs  hot  summer  with  our  magnificent  parks? 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6— We  huv-e  free  bath  houses 
now. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald — But  we  want  them  according  to 
the  old  Roman  idea.  Now,  sir,  I  am  opposed  to 
that  kind  of  a  park  altogether.  I  am  opposed  to 
any  towns  or  cities  outside  of  Boston  coming  in 
connection  with  this  park  question.  H  we  intro- 
duce aD  ordei  of  that  kind  into  the  Legis- 
lature it  will  contemplate  precisely  such 
a  plan  as  was  laid  out  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  5.  It  would  make  a  series  of  ex- 
cellent parks  I  admit,  hut  not  the  kind  for  the 
people  of  Boston  whom  we  propose  to  benefit.  I 
will  go  farther,  and  say  that  with  all  the  draw- 
backs in  the  city  of  Boston  in  regard  to  area,  that 
little  Common,  with  its  115  or  rather  its  49  acres,  is 
more  to  the  people  in  the  .--hape  of  recreation  and 
lresh  air  than  are  the  thousands  of  acres  in  the 
Central  Park  of  New  York.  And  why?  Sim- 
ply because  it  is  come-atible  and  easy  of  ac- 
cess. We  want  a  park  so  near  taat  the  peo- 
ple, tie  laboring  classes,  can  be  benefited 
by  it.  The  rich  can  take  care  of  them- 
selves in  the  heat  of  summer  as  well  as  in  the  cold 
of  winter.  We  want  it  preserved  among  the  poor 
people;  we  want  jt  so  near  them  th«t  in  five  or 
tea  minutes  they  can  walk  forth  from  their 
homes  on  a  summer  evening  after  the  labor  or 
heat  of  the  day,  and  get  into  the  park,  be  it  small 
or  large.  And  that  is  why  the  Common  is  of  so 
much  utility  to  the  citizens  of  Bostou.  It  is  easily 
reached  from  all  parts  of  the  city.  The  suburb?, 
as  yet,  need  nothing  of  that  kind.  I  have  heard* 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  15  speak  of  ttie  people 
of  Boston  and  South  Boston  wantrng  to  get 
recreation  on  a  summer  evening.  Just  fancy  a 
poor  man  upon  the  South  Cove,  after  his  work  is 
done,  taking  his  children  forth  on  a  summer  even- 
ing, marching  to  Corey's  Hill,  when  the  thermom  - 
etor  is  up  to  90°;  just  imagins  these  people  of  . 
South  Boston  and  the  North  Eud  going  forth  on  a 
summer's  evening  to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  the 
park  which  Boston,  in  its'  wisdom  and  philan- 
thropy, has  furnished  for  the  laboring  classes* 
It  is  all  well,  sir,  to  put  it  down  upon  paper;  but 
you  will  find  that  the  public  parks  established 
upon  that  grand  plan  will  not  be  so  much  beo-  . 
efit  to  the  people  whom  you  propose  to  ben- 
efit, as  it  will  thc.e  who  can  ride  in  carriages.  If  I 
am  rightly  informed,  the  parks  of  London  are 
scattered  through  an  immense  city,  and  not  in  the 
suburbs  where  you  have  to  ride  five  or  six  miles 
to  reach  them.    Is  not  that  so? 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6 — Ther-;  are  parks  at  a  dis- 
tance, but  gentlemen  don't  have  to  shoulder  their 
koapsacks  and  walk  to  them.  Th  yean  ride  there. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald— I  am  making  my  speech  now. 

Mr.  Guild— I  was  just  answering  your  question. 


Mr.  Fitzgerald— You  more  than  answered  my 
question.  Now,  sir,  I  say  that  I  shall  vote  for  the 
passage  of  the  order  asking  the  Legislature  to 
allow  the  city  of  Boston  to  take  or  purchase  lands 
within  the  city,  but  not  to  cooperate  with  cities  or 
towns  outside  of  Boston.  I  am  in  favor  of  having 
parks  scattered  in  different  directions  throughout 
the  city.  I  went  to  Swett  street  with  the  other 
members  of  the  Council,  and  I  can  see  where  a 
park  could  be  laid  out  there.  I  know  that 
people  are  oetermined  to  have  a  park  on  rhe 
Back  Bay,  and  I  can  see  where  a  park 
might  be  put  there.  But,  sir,  I  am  totally  opposed 
to  the  grand  series  of  parks  within  a  radius  of  six, 
seven  o?  twelve  miles  of  City  Hall.  They  don't 
need  parks  there,  and  I  say  so  in  behalf  of  those 
whom  I  represent,  as  the  gentleman  said  m  South 
Boston.  I  say  that,  so  far  as  South  Boston  is  con- 
cerned, we  don't  want  a  park  out  there.  The  poor 
people  want  come  atible  parks.  Now,  about  the 
vote ;  I  shall  go  for  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward 6 — no  mo^ey  appropriated  or  land 
taken  without  a  two-tnirds  vote  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil. That  is  right;  I  shall  vote  again-t  the  amend- 
ment proposing  that  it  be  put  before  the  people  at 
the  State  election.  It  is  a  bad  day,  especially  it 
there  is  an  exciting  election.  If  the  people  are 
exerted  they  will  ignore  voting  about  a  park, — as 
you  saw  at  the  last  election  on  the  question  of  an- 
nexing Chelsea;  very  few  people  voted  at  all.  I 
should  very  much  prefer  an  independent  election 
for  this  purpose.  With  those  exceptions,  I  shall 
give  my  vote  for  the  order  as  it  originally  came 
down  ;  but  if  the  amendments  are  adopted' I  shall 
vote  against  it. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  think  the  gentleman 
misapprehends  the  purport  of  the  amendment 
that  I  offered.  I  don't  propose  that  the  city  of 
Boston  shall  pay  for  any  park  outside  of  its  own 
limits.  I  simply  desired  that  adjoining  cities  and 
towns  might  be  authorized  to  lay  out  parks  with- 
in their  own  limits,  so  that  they  might  be  able  to 
unite  in  any  scheme  which  the  city  of  Boston 
may  decide  to  carry  out,  I  don't  see 
that  the  city  of  Boston  need  feel  anxious  if  the 
neighboring  towns  should  see  fit  to  carry  out  the 
large  scheme  which  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5 
proposes.  That  is  certainly  a  pretty  large  scheme, 
and  I  don't  suppose  any  of  u«  will  live  to 
see  it  fully  carried  out.  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  7  says,  Let  the  parks  be  close  to  the 
poor  people.  But  we  cannot  now  lay  out  a  park 
anions:  the-  houses  of  the  poor  at  the  North  End, 
nor  in  the  South  Cove.  A  water  park  in  the 
Charles  River  would,  however,  be  very  near  to 
the  homes  of  large  numbers  of  the  poor— it  will 
hardly  be  possible  to  find  a  nearer  spot  than 
that.  But  we  cannot  make  a  water  park  of  the 
Charles  River  unless  Cambridge,  which  has  the 
western  shore  of  that  river,  will  cooperate  with  us. 
Then,  a^ain,  it  may  be  desirable  to  have  the  town 
of  Brookline,  whose  territory  enters  like  a  wedge 
far  mto  the  territory  of  this  city,  jorn  with  Boston 
in  carrying  out  a  scheme  of  rural  parks  to  be  laid 
out  in  the  beautiful  territory  which  lies  southwest 
of  us.  But  it  this  order  is  to  be  so  limited  that 
when  the  commissioners  come  to  consrder  where 
they  shall  locate  our  parks,  they  will  see  that 
there  is  no  possibility  of  having  other  towns 
join  in  carrying  out  any  plan,  and  that 
they  must  locate  their  parks  entirely  with- 
in the  limits  of  the  city,  I  am  afraid 
the  argument  that  the  Back  Bay,  on  the  south 
side  of  Beacon  street,  offers  the  only  possible 
place  would  be  too  strong,  and  I  shall  be  com- 
pelled to  vote  against  the  whole  oraer  if  it  is  re- 
stricted in  that  way.  That  spit  on  the  south  side 
of  Beacon  street,  whicn  has  been  proposed  for  a 
park,  is  a  low  piece  of  what  is  neither  land  nor 
water.  If  we  want  a  water  park  let  us  not  disre- 
gard that  immense  bay  lyrng  on  the  north  sine  of 
the  Mdldam,with  rts  large  aiea  of  water  which  we 
can  have  without  expense,  if  we  will  only  take 
and  improve  the  shores,  let  us  not  neglect  this 
and  go  to  excavating  a  miserable  hole  to  let  water 
into  on  the  south  side  of  the  Milldam. 

Let  us  not  make  a  small  and  ridiculous  water 
park,  artificially  and  at  great  expense,  when  we 
have  a  splendid  one  ready  made  for  us  by  nature. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  we  want  a  land  park,  sh<vll 
we  not  take  the  beautiful  pieces  of  country — the 
rocks  and  hills  and  tiees  lying  close  to  our  city — 
and  improve  them  at  a  very  small  expense?  Or 
shall  we  neglect  the  parks  which  are  ready 
made  for  us  bv  nature,  and  go  to  carting 
gravel  and  making  artificial  hills  and  valleys, 
bringing  in  rocks  and  boulders  from  the 
country,      and     planting     trees      at     an     im- 
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mense  expense,  i  a  trying  to  make  a  Dare  piece 
of  swamp  look  like  the  natural  scenery  ot  the 
country?  It  seems  to  me  that  that  would  be  the 
height'of  folly.  And  in  order  that  the  city  may 
notfbe  driven  or  deluded  into  the  commission  of 
any  such  folly,  I  hope  thac  my  amendment  will  be 
adopted, — not,  as  has  been  intimated,  in  order  to 
enable  Boston  to  spend  money  in  neighboring 
towns,  but  in  order  to  enable  neighboring  to^ns 
to  lay  out  parks  within  their  own  limits  and  at 
their  own  expense  in  connection  with  those  laid 
out  by  Boston.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  11  urged 
a  matter  tas  an  argument  against  parks,  which 
seems  to  me  to  be  really  an  argument  in  their  fa- 
vor; Boston  don't  need  a  park,  he  said,  because  it 
has  so  many  lovely  sites  around  it.  It  is  true  that 
there  are  many  lovelj  spots  about  this  city,  more 
than  are  to  be  found  near  any  other  city  in  the 
country.  But  ought  we  not  for  that  very  reason 
to  be  the  more  anxious  to  secure  some,  of  them  for 
the  public,  and  rot  let  them  all  be  appropriated 
by  private  individuals,  and  perhaps  built  upon, 
and  their  natural  beauty  destroyed?  Other  cities 
have  had  to  create  artificially  the  rural  beauties 
of  their  paiks;  Central  Park  in  New  York  was  a 
rocky  and  barren  piece  of  land.  But  we  have 
these  beautiful  sites,  of  which  the  gentleman  from 
W  ard  11  spoaks,  ready  made  to  our  hands,  and  need 
not  incur  the  expeuse  of  adorniugthtm.  All  we  have 
to  do  i?  to  take  them  and  open  them  to  the  public. 
Today  no  one  can  enjoy  them  except  the  private 
individuals  who  own  them.  Poor  men  walking 
along  the.  dusty  roads  caonot  see  anything  of 
them.  They  are  shut  out  from  the  beaniies  by 
thick  hedges  and  high  fences.  I  claim  that  we 
want  the  poor  men  as  well  as  the  rich  to  enjoy  toe 
beauties  of  nature— the  trees  and  rocks  and  hills ; 
and  Boston  has  an  opportunity,  which  no  other 
city  m  the  Union  has,  to  get  those  things  for  the 
people  at  a  small  expense,  and  to  secure 
them  today  in  situations  where  they  "will 
be  close  at  hand  to  the  gre^t  mass  of 
the  poor  people  of  the  future.  The  poor  of  twenty 
years  from  now  are  not  going  to  live  at  the 
North  End  or  on  the  South  Cove.  They  are 
going  to  live  in  the  suburbs,  close  to  the  pieces 
of  land  which  we  can  secure  tor  parks  today. 
Nor  do  I  belreve  that  when  our  parks  are  laid 
out,  and  when  our  people,  the  rich  and  the  poor 
together,  are  enjoying  them,  any  man  will  be- 
grudge the  expense.  How  is  rt  with  our  Public 
Garden?  Who  begrudges  the  money  laid  out 
there  in  flowers  and  in  making  that  a  garden  for 
the  people  ?  or  the  money  spent  for  tnese  little 
flowers,  which  every  poo?  man  may  see  and  enjoy, 
planted  in  the  summer  in  front  of  City  Hall?  A 
tew  yeats  ago  such  things  could  not  be  seen  except 
©n  private  grounds.  Rich  gentlemen  may  have 
beautiful  grounds  fitted  up  for  their  private  en- 
joyment and  for  that  of  a  few  special  friends. 
But  is  not  money  better  spent  in  layiDg  these 
things  open  to  the  great  mass  of  the  people,  who 
will,  I  believe,  be  improved,  both  morally  and  in- 
tellectually, if  they  are  enabled  to  go  and  see  and 
enjoy  these  things?  And  I  believe  also  that  there 
is  no  wealthy  man— at  least  none  with  a  generous 
soul— but  would  rather  pav  his  money  to  provide 
these  things  for  the  great  mass  of  the  people,  aDd 
would  himself  get  more  enjoyment  from  walking 
in  a  public  garden  or  public  park,  in  the  midst  of 
a  happy  crowd  of  his  poorer  fellow  citizens,  than 
if  he  spent  his  money  for  the  adornment  of  his 
private  grounds,  that  he  might  sit  and  gaze  on 
their  beauties  solitary  and  alone. 

For  these  reasons  I  feel  that  steps  should  be 
taken,  as  soon  as  possible,  for  securing  lands  for 
public  parks. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9—1  did  not  intend  to  say 
a  word  upon  this  question,  but  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  7  takes  such  different  views  from  mine 
of  the  effect  of  these  amendments,  that  I  should 
like  to  speak  upon  them.  I  construed  them  very 
differently.  As  I  understand  the  'Amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  6  [Mr.  Crocker]  it  re- 
fers to  other  towns  cooperating  in  this  matter- 
that  adjoining  towns  who  choose  to  cooperate  can 
take  land  and  spend  money  for  a  system  that  will 
coincide  with  this  system;  but  it  will  not  involve  the 
city  of  Boston  for  any  part  of  it.  I  understand 
that  the  city  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  it,  and 
the  town  will  pay  for  its  own  park.  Therefore, 
when  Cambridge  and  Maiden  will  pay  for  the 
parks  within  their  limits,  'Boston  will  pay  for 
that  within  its  own  borders.  But  it  by  no  means 
indicates  that  the  city  of  Boston  is  going  to  spend 
money  in  Chelsea,  Revere  and  Winthrop.  Thai  is 
an  impression  that  I  do  not  get  at  all  from  the 
amendment.  Then  in  regard  to  my  own  amend- 
ments :     They  present   two   points.    One  part  is 


that  the  parks  in  the  city  of  Boston  would  be  put 
in  charge  of  three  com  missioners  who  would  be  se- 
lected by  the  Mayor  and  confirmed  by  the  City 
Council;  and  in  case  of  their  doing  anything  par- 
ticularly wrong,  they  can  be  removed  by  a  two- 
thirds  vote  of  the  City  Council.  That  seems  to  me 
to  be  a  wise  and  judicious  amendment,  and  one  in 
consonance  with  the  whole  spirit  of  the  remarks 
of  my  friend  from  Ward  7,  and  I  think  the  Coun- 
cil will  approve  of  it.  Then,  the  other  amendment 
was  that  the  money  1o  be  spent  should  require  a 
two-tnirds  vote  of  the  City  Council.  Now,  we 
know  that  the  men  who  have  this  thing 
in  charge  are  very  likely  to  get  en- 
thusiastic about  it;  they  would  want  to  im- 
prove it,  and  would  naturally  be  tempted  to  spend 
a  good  deal  of  money,  just  as  every  one  of  us  does 
on  his  country  place.  Every  one  who  runs  a 
country  place  naturally  spends  a  good  deal  of 
money  upon  it.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  will  not 
require  a  great  deal  of  money  to  make  a  thing  of 
this  kind  valuable.  I  did  not  introduce  this 
amendment  with  any  desire  to  hamper  the  order 
or  to  kill  it.  I  believe  that  tnere  is  a  feeling 
on  the  part  of  those  confined  to  the  city- 
all  the  year  round  that  we  should  gratify 
if  we  could.  You  remember  those  "young 
Joyce  children,  who  took  the  cars  to 
Bussey  woods  to  pick  flowers,  and  were 
murdered  there  under  circumstances  of  great 
atrocity.  Those  children  were  obeying  an  instinct 
which  I  think  every  young  child  feels  when 
forced  to  live  in  the  city  year  in  and  year  ont.  If 
the  city  of  Boston  could  gratify  that  feeling.it 
seems  to  me  it  would  be  wise  and  judicious  to  do  so, 
if  rt  can  be  done  prudently,  and  wrthout  letting 
it  run  away  with  us.  There  are  different  kinds 
parks ;  but  we  are  too  apt  to  take  our  ideas  from 
Central  Park,  which,  1  believe,  is  the  most  higrly 
ornamented  park  in  the  country.  The  parks  of 
Berlin  and  Munich  are  just  pretty  pieces  of  coun- 
try, no  asphalt  toads,  no  fancy  bridges,  no  statu- 
ary, no  closely  shaven  lawns  upon  which  people 
are  forbidden  to  walk;  but  with  trees  and  country 
roads  and  bridges.  If  we  could  be  sure  of  having 
that  kind  of  a  park,  I  believe  a  large  majority  of 
the  people  would  go  for  it;  and  it  does  seem  to  me 
that  the  amendment  which  I  have  offered  will  do 
a  great  deal  to  enable  the  city  to  have  that  kind 
of  a  park. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6— When  I  offered  my 
amendment  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council  I 
occupieo  none  of  its  time;  but  I  would  now  like 
to  take  a  very  few  minutes  in  explaining  it.  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  9  offered  an  amendment 
that  no  money  should  be  expenoed,  either  in  the 
purchase  or  improvement  of  the  land,  without  a 
vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  Citv  Council.  I  thought 
I  saw  the  object  of  the  gentleman,  that  nothing 
should  be  dona  without  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the 
Council.  A  recent  experience  has  taught  me  that  a 
majority  of  the  members  present  may  so  place 
the  city  as  to  compel  two-thirds  of  the  whole 
Council  to  vote  an  approprration  of  money,  and  it 
was  for  that  reason  that  I  offered  an  amendment 
that  no  land  should  be  purchased  or  otherwise 
taken  for  public  parks  without  a  vote  of  two- thirds 
ot  the  City  Council.  If  a  majority  of  the  members 
present  at  any  time  may  ^oce,  or  authorize  other 
persons  to  take  land,  then  the  object  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  9  is  wholly  defeated.  Now,  I 
am  willing  to  leave  this  question  of  parks  to  the 
'people.  If  the  people  of  Boston  at  a  regular  or 
special  election  shall  say  they  want  a  park 
or  a  series  of  parks  I,  for  one,  think  they 
ought  to  have  them.  But,  if  the  people  have  de- 
cided that  they  want  a  park  or  a  series  of  parks, 
then  it  behooves  every  member  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil to  see  that  they  ate  not  imposed  upon — to  see 
that  they  do  not  fall  into  the  hands  of  speculators, 
and  that  no  particular  piece  or  pieces  of  land  are 
put  off  upon  the  city  for  a  park  or  parks  without 
a  proper  vote.  Now  the  vote  of  a  simple  majori- 
ty of  the  Council,  whether  it  happens  to  be  a  small 
or  large  house,  does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  a 
sufficieut  protection  tor  the  people.  I  think 
*  no  land  should  be  taken  without  a  full 
vote  of  two-thrrds  of  the  Council.  I  do 
not  mean  by  that  that  no  single  piece  of  land 
should  be  taken;  but  that  no  steps  shall  be  taken 
for  the  purchase  of  any  such  land  without  such  a 
vot<\  If  the  Council  shall  adopt  the  amendment 
which  I  have  offered,  I  shall  feel  at  liberty  to  vote 
for  the  order  as  it  will  then  stand.  I  am  in  favor 
of  tne  amendments  of  my  colleague  from  Ward  6 
and  the  gentleman  f>om'Ward9.  If,  however, 
those  amendments  are  rejected,  and  we  are  simply 
going  to  the  Legislature  for  authority  to  layout 
parks,  I  shall  feel  constrained  to  vote  against  it, 
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because  I  do  not  think  sufficient   protection  is 
thrown  around  it. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  want  to  reply  to  a  point 
which  the  gentleman  has  just  made.  His  amend- 
ment, if  carried,  will  defeat  the  whole  project. 
Let  it  be  so  understood,  and  I  will  say  why.  I  like 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9 
'[Mr.  Peabody],  and  I  do  uot  oislike  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Wai  d  6  [Mr.  Crocker], 
though  I  think  them  wnolly  uanecessary ;  but  the 
superficial  view  of  the  subject  taken  by  the 
gentleman  from  the  elysiau  fields  of  the  Seventh 
Ward  is  fhown  by  his  statement  that  there  are 
115  acres  in  Boston  C  >mmon  when  there 
are  not  fifty.  All  the  acres  ot  parks  in 
Boston  are  115,  and  Boston  Common  has  forty- 
two.  Now  the  amendments  of  the  gentleman  re- 
mind me  ot  the  old  lady  in  the  country  who  set  a 
hen  on  a  dozen  eggs  for  March  chickens,  and 
when  they  were  hatched  she  said  "there  was 
nary  one  alike."  No  two  of  these  amendments 
are  alike.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  9  offered  an 
amendment  which  1  said,  two  weeks  ago,  that  I 
liked.  Then  came  in  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6 
[Mr.  Kimball]  to  propose  to  amend  that. 
Now,  what  is  his  ptoposition?  It  is  that  no 
lands  shall  be  purchased  or  otheiwise  ta- 
ken for  such  parks  unless  by  vote  of  two-thirds  of 
the  whole  City  Council.  Well  now,  sir,  we  will 
suppose  this  act  is  accepted  by  the  people ;  the 
commissioners  are  appointed,  as  they  would  have 
to  be,  of  necessity ;  they  go  to  work  in  a  territory 
not  six  miles  out,  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6 
[Mr.  Crocker]  says,  nor  four  miles  out,  and  not 
beyond  five  or  ten  minutes'  walk  or  ride  ot  every 
poor  man,  woman  and  child  in  ttie  city  of  Boston ; 
it  is  proposed  to  run  a  circle  round  the  city  by 
a  grand  boulevard — which  is  the  proper  name,  and 
which  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Fitzgerald]  does  n't 
like;  it  is  proposed  to  t*ke  those  rural  spots, 
perhaps  a  hundred  of  them,  within  the  circle 
which  he  ridicules— but  ridicule  dont  kill  or  carry 
—and  suppose  those  hundred  lots  are  selected, 
one  at  a  time,  by  the  commissioners.  You  h<?»ve 
got  to  come  here  to  this  Council  and  ask  for  a  two- 
thirds  yote  to  take  each  of  those  quarter  or  five- 
acre  lots.  And  vou  have  got  to  c:o  it  by  a  two- 
thiros  voce,  not  by  a  majority  vote,  as  you  take 
land  to  lay  out  streets  by  the  Street  Com- 
missioners. I  koow  what  my  friend  is 
driving  at;  I  appreciate  bis  motives;  but 
carry  out  those  motives  and  you  kill  the 
goose  that  lays  the  goldeu  egg.  You  will 
have  no  parks— nothing  but  the  115  acres  which 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  speaks  of.  And  then 
be  speaks  of  building  a  bridge  down  to  Taf  t's.  I 
never  was  at  Taft's  in  my  life.  Now  the  gentle- 
man wants  a  two-thirds  vote  upon  everything. 
Let  us  fix  the  basis  ot  this  matter  upon  the  same 
principle  that  we  act  on  for  taking  land  for  "pub- 
lic conveniecce."  That  is  what  the  honorable 
Street  Commissioners  say.  "Public  convenience  !" 
They  don't  say  "public  health."  But  that  is  what 
we  aie  fighting  for.  i  certainly  should  not  disa- 
gree with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9;  nor  with 
the  ge  itleman  from  Ward  6  [Mr.  Crocker!  in  regard 
to  taking  suburban  lands  if  authorized  by  the 
Legislature.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  9  has 
well  explained  that  proposition.  I  said  the  peo- 
ple all  along  the  line  would  be  glad  to  contribute 
largely  co  the  expense.  Does  anybody  believe 
that  I  meant  or  was  green  enough  to  sav  the  city 
of  Boston  should  build  a  pa; k  for  Cambridge?  I 
am  pretty  green,  but  not  erough  for  that.  If  my 
friend  [Mr.  Kimball]  will  strike  out  the  objection- 
able clause  the  amendment  will  be  very  well. 
But  if  his  object  is  to  kill  the  whole  order— I 
doa't  think  it  is— it  will  certainly  have  that  ef- 
fect, if  passed.  What  is  the  situation  of  this 
question?  His  Hono*-  the  Mayor,  frow  tbe  re- 
sponsible position  which  he  holds  as  the  executive 
head  of  the  City  Government,  has  recommended 
this  measure.  That  is  my  first  point.  My  second 
point  is  the  criticism  of  certain  members  of  the 
Board  of  AJdernen.  My  third  point  is  t*ie  criti- 
cism of  the  Legislature  when  we  go  there.  My 
fourth  point  is  tbe  criticism  of  that  great  trib- 
unal, the  people,  whan  they  vote  upon  it.  The 
fifth  is  chat  we  cannot  pay  for  one  inch  of  land 
taken  except  by  vote  of  the  City  Count  il. 
Here  are  five  tribunals  through  which  this  measure 
must  pass  before  one  acre  oi  inch  of  land  can  be 
put  into  a  public  park.  Now,  I  want  to  say  one  or 
two  words  while  I  am  up  with  regard  to  the  propo- 
sition made  by  my  friend  from  Ward  11  [Mr. 
Howes].  He  intimates  that  nobody  asks  for  it. 
Why,  Mr.  President,  if  he  reads  the  newspapers, 
will  he  not  find  upon  tin  records  which  the  report- 


ers bring  from  the  State  House,  and  authoritative- 
ly signed,  petition  of  oue  hundred  physicians  in 
Boston— all  in  Boston— in  favor  of  this  measure, 
and  many  appear  there  in  advocacy  of  this  meas- 
ure. I  he;ir  the  same  ridiculous  propositions  here ! 
And  my  excellent  friend  from  Ward  7  says  the 
poor  cannot  get  there;  and  begets  up  a  laugh, 
and  asks,  How  will  the  poor  of  the  North  End  and 
South  Cove  get  there?  Will  my  friend  tell  me 
how  many  railroad  trains  run  within  six  miles  of 
Boston  ? 

Mr.  Fitzgerald — I  give  it  up ;  I  don't  know,   sir. 

Mr.  Shaw — I  die  n't  suppose  be  knew.  If  he 
would  read  my  speech,  sir,  which  I  had  the  honor 
to  mate  to  the  Council,  he  would  have  Known  it. 
Then  be  could  get  up  here  and  criticise  it.  And 
be  talks  about  Corel's  Hill,  where  tbe  poor  cannot 
go  in  the  evenings  with  their  wives  and  children. 
Let  him  tell  me  how  many  stations  there  are  with- 
in a  stone's  throw  of  Corey's  Hill.  Lethimtellme 
how  many  stations  there  arejwirhir  this  four-mile 
circle  which  he  ridicules  so  much.  The  eight 
railroads  have,  seventy-four  stations,  more  than 
three-quarters  of  which  are  within  the  four-mile 
line,  and  hundreds  of  trains  are  running  each  way 
daily.  Now,  while  upon  that  point  I  want  to  say 
another  word  which  *ill  enlighten  him.  When  I 
had  tbe  honor  to  address  the  Council  at  the  la-t 
meetinc,  I  was  obliged  by  reason  of  the  lateness 
of  the  hour  to  omit  much  of  what  I  thought  was 
important  to  a  full  knowledge  of  the  subject  of 
rural  parks,  not  the  least  of  which  is  the  means 
by  which  they  are  to  be  reached  and  made  availa- 
ble to  the  masses  of  the  people.  Upon  this  point 
I  will  suggest  that  all  along  the  line  of  the  semi- 
circle will  be  found  large  tracts  of  unim- 
proved land  which  might  be  secured  at 
low  prices,  and  which  at  small  expense  could  be 
converted  into  attractive  rural  retreats,  and  about 
.  which  would  soon  cluster  residences  bui.t  at  a 
cost  that  would  command  tenants  and  purchasers, 
as  tbey  would  be  accessible  at  all  hours  of  the 
day,  and  at  so  slight  an  expeuse  as  to  be  within 
the  reach  of  everybody.  Cheap  transportation  is 
getting  to  be  the  great  demand  of  the  dav  ;  and 
the  Legislature  of  1872  having  wisely  enacted  a 
law  compelling  ra  lroad  companies  whose  roads 
extend  i rom  Boston  to  run  "cheap  trains,"  upon 
certain  conditions,  the  Eastern  Railroad  Comuany 
has  tried  the  experiment,  aud  for  about  two  years 
past  has  run  morning  and  evening  trains  to  and 
from  I  ynn  and  intermediate  stations  at  a  fare  of 
five  cents  each  passage  with  most  satisfactory 
results,  as  will  be'seen  by  reference  to  the  report 
of  the  railroad  commissioners  made  to  the  present 
Legislature : 

"The  average  net  earnings  of  passenger  trains 
on  the  same  road  during  the  year  were  48.4  cents 
per  train  mile,  showing  that  the  cheap  five  cent 
train  was  14  per  cent,  more  profitable  than  the 
average  passenger  train." 

"If  the  rate  of  progress  which  has  hitherto 
been  maintained  is  continued,  the  indications  are 
that  in  another  year  the  Eastern  Railroad  work- 
ingmen's  trains  will  be  found  to  be  among  the 
most  remunerative  per  mile  run  which  leave  the 
city  of  Boston." 

"In  commenting:  on  the  course  of  this  experi- 
ment m  their  last  annual  report  (page  26),  the 
commissioners  called  attention  to  the  important 
fact  that  the  statistics  of  the  several  stations 
served  by  the  cheap  trains  veiy  clearly  showed 
that  those  trains  had  not  diminished  the  receipts 
by  the  regular  trains,  nor  drawn  passengers  from 
them,  but  that  they  had  apparently  called  a  new 
class  of  travel  into  existence  which,  if  it  had  any 
effect  at  aH  on  other  and  regular  travel,  seemed 
rather  to  stimulate  ano  develop  it." 

"So  also  as  respects  recreation,  these  trains 
would  afford  an  opportunity  to  get  into  the 
country  to  a  large  class,  which  now  rarely  enjoys 
it;  indeed,  they  might,  during  the  hot  months, 
serve  as  daily  excursion  trains,  running  at  regu- 
lar hours  and  reduced  rates." 

Now  it  is  evident  to  me  that  every  one  of  the  eight 
railroad  companies  whose  lines  extend  from  Bos- 
ton will  very  soon  be  tequired  by  the  legal  de- 
mands of  the  i  eople  on  tbe  several  lines  (or  upon 
what  I  should  consider  a  wi^er  policy  as  a  source 
of  profit)  to  run  cheap  hourly  trains  to  all  points 
within  eight  or  ten  miles.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
by  this  means  the  jn,  ulation  of  the  suburoan  dis- 
tricts would  very  soon  be  largely  increased  by  im- 
migration from  distant  parts  of  the  State  and 
conn  try  of  many  who  are  now  prohibited  from 
coming  here  by  reason  of  the  high  cost  of  rents: 
and  thousands  who  now  are  boxed  up  in  the  city 
with  scarcely  breathing  room,  would  welcome  the 
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opportunity  to  get  outside.  It  may  not  be  unin- 
teresting to  thos  .  who  are  not  familiar  with  the 
facts  to  learn  the  number  of  stations  and  the 
number  of  trains  run  to  those  stations  upon  the 
lines  of  the  several  steam  railroads  whicb  run  like 
the  spokes  of  a  wbsel  from  ihs  hub  to  the  nm; 
those  stations  all  being  wi'hin  the  six-mile  circle 
from  the  respective  Boston  stations.  There  are 
about  seventy-five  stations,  ami  to  and  from  those 
stations  are  run  several  hundrtd  trains  daily. 
I  have  taken  the  outei  or  six-mile  circular  line, 
that  being  the  extreme  distance  suggested  in  our 
report,  though  the  inner  line,  sav  three  to  four 
miles,  for  a  considerable  portion  of  toe  way  would 
no  doubt  be  desirable.  And  it  will  be  observed  in 
following  out  the  l'ne  ot  a  circular  driveway,  that 
upon  each  and  all  of  these  railroads,  stations 
ave  already  establish  d  very  near  the  chief 
points  of  interest  named  by  ire  heretofore, 
and  the  natural  increase  of  travel  will  insure 
additional  stations  as  the  localities  may  re- 
quire. I  have  mcde  no  reference  to  ttie  sev- 
eral street  railroads  whose  cais  are  running 
at  all  hours  of  flay  and  night,  and  whose  lints 
are  being  constantly  extended  through  the  various 
streets  of  our  whole  suburbs.  Enough,  however, 
has  been  shown  to  satisfy  any  i  easonable  mind 
that  on  the  ground  of  cheap,  easy  aud  frequent 
transportation  to  and  from  all  points  of  interest 
included  therein,  and  to  whicb  the  people  are 
naturally  orawn  in  seeking  recreation,  no  citv  can 
offer  such  inducements  to  lay  our,  improve 
and  beautitv  its  surrounding's,  aud  in  the 
language  of  Franklin,  in  his  will  providing 
for  a  legacy  to  Boston,  "make  living  in 
the  town  more  convenient  to  its  people,  and 
render  it  more  agreeable  to  strangers  resort- 
ing thither  for  healrh  or  temporary  residence." 
So  much  in  answer  to  the  suggestion  of  my  friend 
from  Ward  7.  These  roads  iun  from  Boston  as 
the  spokes  of  a  wheel  from  a  huh.  and  perhaps 
the  nm  will  be  either  four,  five  or  six  miles  off,  as 
circumstances  may  warrant.  I  hope  these  parties 
who  offer  amendments  to  this  measure  will  agree 
among  themselves.  Some  of  them  are  reasonable, 
but  I  hope  th<.t  of  the  gentleman  from  Wara  6 
[Mr.  Kimball]  will  oe  voted  down,  or  we  might  as 
well  give  it  up  at  once. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  has  attempted  to  convey  the  impression 
that  it  will  require  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  whole 
CoiiDCil  to  take  any  piece  or  parcel  of  laud  tor  a 
public  nark.  I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  5,5if  my  amendment  is  rejected,  if  a 
Council  of  forty-eight  members  twenty  vote  for 
taking  a  piece  of  land  and  eighteen  against — and 
when  it  is  taken  under  the  right  of  eminent  do- 
main—whether the  City  Council  would  not  be 
obliged  to  pass  an  appropriation  to  pay  tor  it  by 
a  two-thirds  of  the  whole  members,  or  whether  the 
city  would  not  be  compelled  by  an  execution  to  pay 
for  the  piece  of  land  taken?  In  other  words, 
whether  it  would  not  be  in  the  power  of  twenty 
members  of  this  branch  to  vote  and  take  a  piece 
of  land  and  compel  two-thirds  of  the  whole  forty- 
eight  to  pay  for  it  ? 

Mr.Shaw— I  would  say  that  all  things  are  possible. 
If  I  were  as  familiar  with  executions  and  were  as 
astute  a  lawyer  as  my  friend  is,  I  would  give  an 
opinion.  But  we  don't  want  to  legislate  in  such  a 
way  that  the  people  will  have  to  get  executions 
against  us.  I  want  the  matter  so  clear  that  every 
man  and  woman  in  Boston  shall  under- 
stand his  or  her  rights,  and  not  be  com- 
pelled to  resort  to  any  force  to  get  them.  I 
want  to  say  another  word;  the  whole  daily  press  of 
Boston— the  Herald,  Advertiser, Post,Grlobe,Trans- 
crrpt,  Traveller  —  with  a  single  exception — 
and  that  not  a  leader,  and  in  th's  matter 
not  even  a  follower,  of  public  opinion, — have 
all  within  a  few  days  advocated  this  measure ;  and 
I  now  throw  to  you  [throwing  out  a  roll  of  paper] 
twenty-five  feet  in  length  of  editorials  on  the 
subject  within  two  days.  This  is  n't  put  up  by  the 
square,  or  by  the  "stick,"  but  by  the  lineal  foot. 
Every  word  there  is  very  strongly  in  favor  of  a 
public  nark. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald— I  move  to  strike  out  "at  the 
next  State  election"  anu  insert  "at  a  special  elec- 
tion called  for  that  purpose."  While  I  am  up  I  will 
say  that  I  did  n't  read  the  speech  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  5;  having  heard  it  I  did  n  t  care 
to  read  it.  I  am  glad  that  any  reference  to  the 
gentleman  from  "Ward  5  should  bring  him  to  his 
feot  tonight,  as  I  be  vrd  he  had  an  attack  of  pneu- 
monia, and  I  feared  a  return  of  the  disease  might 
be  induced. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9—1  hope  the  amendments 


of  both  the  gentlemen  from  Ward  6  will  prevail, 
for  the  reason  that  many  who  would  vote  for  this 
project  would  be  constrained  to  vote  against  it  if 
they  are  not  adopted. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6— In  regard  to  the  amend- 
tncntot  my  colleague  from  Ward  6,  ic  does  seem  to 
me  that  it  is  objectionable  in  its  present  shape. 
As  it  stinds  now  it  would  render  necessary  for 
both  branches  of  the  City  Council  to  approve  bv  a 
two-thirds  vote  the  taking  of  eveiy  piece  of  land. 
It  seems  to  me  that  if  it  could  be  altered  so  as  to 
read  "no  land  shall  be  purchased  or  other- 
wise taken  for  a  public  park,  unless  an  appropria- 
tion sufficient  to  covei  the  expense  thereof  shall 
first  be  made  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  City 
Council,"  that  would  meet  the  difficulty  which  I 
understand  he  wants  to  prevent.  He  wants  to  pre- 
vent a  majority  from  taking  the  land  and  <  ompel- 
ling  tie  two-thirds  to  take  it  afterwards.  If  it  is 
amended  in  that  way  I  should  be  happy  to  vote 
for  it. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  am  informed  that  the 
Legislature  has  passed  an  order  requiring  joint 
committees  to  fiDish  their  business  on  Tuesday; 
otheiwise  1  should  not  care  if  there  was  a  week's 
delay  in  this  matter.  If  the  order  is  worthy  of 
any  consideration,  it  should  be  passed  tonight. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9— I  did  n't  comprehend 
the  answer  of  the  gentlem an  frocn  Ward  5  to  the 
question  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6.  His 
question  was,  in  a  Council  of  thirty-eight  mem- 
bers, if  twenty  should  vote  to  take  land,  whether 
the  city  would  be  so  committed  that  it  would  be 
an  absolute  necessity  for  the  two-thirds  to  vote 
the  money.  I  could  n't  comprehend  the  answer 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5,  I  don't  un- 
derstand it  now;  and  before  I  am  called 
upon  to  give  a  final  vote,  I  hope  some  gentleman 
will  e.  lighten  me  upon  that  question.  If,  uoder 
my  amendment,  it  is  possible  for  a  majority  of 
the  Council  to  put  the  city  in  such  a  position  that 
two-thirds  of  the  Council  are  absolutely  pledged 
to  vote  the  money  for  the  loan,  then  the  amend- 
ment does  not  accomplish  what  I  supposed  it  die/. 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Ward  15—1  think  this  whole  mat- 
ter of  amendments  is  rather  informal.  It  seems 
to  me  that  we  are  legislating  Lor  the  Legislature. 
We  have  a  very  respectable  body  of  representa- 
tives from  Boston  at  the  State  House,  and  I  pre- 
sume they  will  expect  to  have  something  to  do 
with  the  bill.  In  my  opinion  many  of  these 
amendments  are  unnecessary. 

The  previous  question  was'  ordered  on  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7. 

The  amendments  were  acted  on  first  and  are  ap- 
pended with  the  action  thereon. 

Offered  by  Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9— Strike  out. 
the  words  between  "provided,  however"  and  "said 
act  not  to  fake  effect, "and  substitute  the  following : 

"That  all  parks  and  the  purchase  of  land  for  the 
same  in  the  city  of  Boston  shall  be  placed  in 
charge  of  three  commissioners  to  be  appointed  by 
the  Mayor  and  confirmed  by  the  City  Council. 
None  of  the  said  commissioners  to  he  at  the  same 
time  members  of  the  City  Government,  and  all  to 
be  removable  at  any  time  by  a  vote  of  two- thirds 
of  the  City  Council.  And  provided  further,  that 
no  money  shall  be  expended  either  in  the  pur- 
chase or' improvement  of  said  parks  unless  au- 
thorized by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  City 
Council." 

Adopted. 

Offered  by  Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6— Strikeout  all 
between  "publicparks"  and  "provided, however," 
and  inseit 

"And  authorizing  any  adjoining  city  or  town 
that  may  desire  to  do  so  to  cooperate  with  this 
city  by  purchasing  or  otherwise  taking  lauds 
within  the  limits  of  such  city  or  town  for  similar 
purposes,  and  also  authorizing  the  assessment  of 
betterments  upon  any  neighboring  lands  benefit- 
ed by  the  establishment  of  such  parks." 

Adopted. 

Offered  by  Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6— Strike  out 
"no  money  shall  be  expended  either  in  the  pur- 
chase or  improvement  of  said  parks  unless  author- 
ized by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  City  Council." 

Insert  after  "provided  further  that,"  the  words 
"no  land  shall  be  purchased  or  otherwise  taken 
for  said  parks,  and  no  money  expendeo  either  in 
their  purchase  or  improvement  unless  authorized 
by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  City  Council." 

Rejected. 

Offered  by  Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7— Strike  out 
at  the  next  State  election  and  insert  "at  a  spe- 
cial election  to  be  called  for  that  purpose." 

The  order  was  then  passed  as  amended — yeas  44, 
nays,  15. 
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Yeas— Messrs.  Anderson,  Brackett,  Burdett, 
Burgess,  Clarke,  Collins,  Coyle,  Crocker,  Curtis, 
Cusbing,  Cushman,  Devereux,  Duggan,  Edwards, 
Fitzpatrick,  Flynn,  Gould,  Harmon,  Harrigan, 
Hicks,  Hiscock,  Kelley,  Kingsbury,  Kingsley, 
Lappen,  Long,  Loring,  Moley,  Mooney,  Murray, 
Noyes,  Osborne,  Peabody,  Power,  Sbaw,  Sibley, 
Sprague,  Sweetser,  Wads  worth,  Walbridge,  Whit- 
more,  Willcut,  Wilson  and  Woods— 44. 

Nays— Messrs.  Barry,  Cawley,  Day,  Fitzgerald, 
Goldthwait,  Howes,  Jaques,  Kimball,  Leighton, 
Page,  Perkins,  Pierce,  Sampson,  Thacber  and 
Train— 15. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  the  Council 
refused  to  reconsider  its  action. 

Sent  up. 

The  order  as  passed  is  in  the  following  form : 

Ordered,  That  his  honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed, to  petition  the  General  Court,  now  in  session, 
for  the  nassage  of  an  act  authorizing  the  city  to 
purchase",  or  otherwise  take,  lands  within  the  lim- 
its of  the  city  for  the  purpose  of  laying  out  public 
parks,  and  authorizing  any  adjoining  city  or  town 
that  may  desire  to  do  so  to  cooperate  with  this 
city  by  purchasing  or  otherwise  taking  lauds 
witbin  the  limits  of  such  city  or  town  for  similar 
purposes,  and  also  authorizing  tbe  assessment  of 
betterments  upon  any  neighboring  lands  benefit- 
ed by  tbe  establishment  of  such  parks ;  provided, 
however,  that  all  parks  and  the  purchase  of  land 
for  the  same  in  tbe  city  of  Boston  shall  be  placed  in 
charge  of  three  commissioners  to  be  appointed  by 
the  Mayor  and  confirmed  by  tbe  City  Council. 
None  of  the  said  commissioners  to  be  at  the  same 
time  members  of  tbe  City  Government,  and  all  to 
be  removable  at  any  time  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds 
of  the  City  Council.  And  provided  further,  that 
no  money' shall  be  expended  either  in  the  pur- 
chase or  improvement  of  said  parks  unless  au- 
thorized by  a  vote  of  two- thirds  of  the  City  Coun- 


cil, said  act  not  to  take  effect  unless  accepted  bv  a 
majority  of  the  legal  voters  piesent,  and  voting 
thereon  at  meetings  duly  called  for  that  purpose 
in  the  several  wards  at  a  special  election  to  be 
called  for  that  purpose. 

NOMINATIONS. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16  submitted  a  report  nom- 
inating W.  W.  Greenough  and  Richard  Frotbing- 
ham  for  Trustees  of  tbe  Public  Library  for  three 
years.    Accepted. 

Mr.  Locg  of  Ward  8  submitted  a  report  nomin- 
ating Joseph  Paine  and  Francis  A.  Peters,  for 
Trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Cem°tery.     Accepted. 

Nominations  laid  over. 

DECORATION    DAY. 

Mr.  Woods  of  Ward  8  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the 
commander  of  each  post  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic  located  within  the  limits  of  the  city, 
and  the  N".  P.  Banks  Army  and  Navy  Veteran 
Corps,  the  sum  of  $200  towards  the  expenses  in- 
curred in  the  observance  of  Decoration  Day;  said 
sums  to  be  charged  to  "Incidental  Expensfs." 
Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

REGISTRATION  OF  DEATHS,  ETC. 

Mr.  Whitrnore  of  Ward  4  presented  a  report  on 
the  petition  of  Marshall  P.  Wilder  et  al.  in  regard 
to  the  incompleteness  of  the  registration  of  deaths, 
and  on  his  motion  it  was  laid  on  the  table  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

EIRE  INSPECTOR. 

Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11  moved  to  take  from  the 
table  the  order  relating  to  the  appointment  of  a 
Fire  Inspector.    Lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sampson*  of  Ward  10,  the 
Council  adjourned  to  Tuesday  evening  next,  at 
V/2  P.  M. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

APRIL    5,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  seven  o"clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Cbairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS. 

Commissioners  to  Inve-tigate  the  Methods  of 
Manufacturing  Gas— Charles  F.  Choate,  John  Felt 
Osgood  and  Edward  S.  Wood.    Sent  down. 

Police  Officers  for  Special  Duty  in  the  Health 
Department— John  H.  Terry.    Confirmed. 

Police  Officers— Timothy  Enwright,  Lebbeus  B. 
McCausland,  Charles  W.  Garfield,  George  E.  Wel- 
don,  Samuel  S.  Sawyer,  Charl.es  W.  Ober,  Henry 
B.  Shaw,  Franklin  P.  Chase,  Benjamin  F.  Jonn- 
ston.  Edward  A.  Lawrence,  Thomas  Lowell,  John 
F.  M.  Burn,  Charles  W.  Johnson,  Eliphalet  L. 
Graves,  Samuel  N.  Prescott,  Edward  D.  Hall, 
Christopher  J.  Bun  ell.  Refer)  ed,  on  motion  of 
Alderman  Burrage,  to  the  Committee  on  Police. 

Special  Police  Officers— L.  P.  Young  and  sixty- 
five  others  (reappointments  for  the  current  year). 
Severally  confirmed. 

BEQUEST  TO  THE  CITV  HOSPITAL. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Mayor 
transmitting  the  following,  and  recommending 
the  acceptance  of  the  generous  bequest  iu  ac- 
cordance with  the  conditions  under  which  it  is 
given : 

Boston,  27  State  street,  1 
April  1st,  1875.     J 

Hon.  Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton: Dear  Sir — Miss  Mary  Louisa  Shaw,  deceased, 
by  her  last  will  made  a  bequest  iu  the  following 
words : 

"Twenty-fourth— I  give  the  sum  of  $2000  to  the 
Trustees  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital,  co  be  in- 
vested as  a  distinct  fund,  and  the  income  thereof 
shall  be  used,  under  ths  direction  of  said  trustees, 
for  the  purchase  of  flowers  and  fruit  for  the  use 
and  comfort  of  the  patients  in  said  hospital." 

The  executors  of  Miss  Shaw's  will  are  now  ready 
to  pay  this  legacy,  if  it  can  be  accepted  upon  the 
conditions  upon  which  it  is  given,  and  suggest 
that  the  City  Couoeil  should  by  vote  authorize  the 
City  Treasurer  to  receive  said  legacy  and  iuvest  it 
as  a  distinct  fund  and  pay  the  income  thereof  to 
the  Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital,  to  be  used  by 
them  in  the  manner  designated  by  the  testatrix. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Lemuel  Shaw,  Executor. 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  City  Hospital. 
Sent  down. 

steam  engine. 

The  petition  of  J.  E.  Perkins  for  leave  to  locate 
and  Use  a  steam  ensrine  and  boiler  on  Cambridge 
street,  near  line  of  Somerville,  was  considered  on 
an  order  of  notice.  No  one  appeared  to  object, 
and  the  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Steam  Engines. 

petitions  referred. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets.  Samuel 
Adams,  for  appointment  as  Superintendent  of 
Eastern-avenue  Bridge. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets,  on  the  part  of 
the  Board.  Thomas  G.  Lewi",  ei  al.,  for  revision 
of  assessments  for  betterments  on  Bigelow  street, 
Ward  19. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Water.  Dauiel  D. 
Kelly,  that  Cochituate  water  be  provided  for 
Ward  1. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  P.  Mazzocclii, 
for  license  to  exhibit  performing  birds  in  the 
streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  Hugh  C»  McGon- 
agle,  to  be  paid  back  pay  as  police  officer. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Survey  a,nd  In- 
spection of  Buildings.  Middlesex  Raihoad  Com- 
pany, for  leave  to  extend  a  stable  on  Charlestown 
Neck  by  adding-  thereto  a  one-story  wooden  build- 
ing of  180  feet  in  length  by  65  in  breadth. 

To  the  Committee  on  Bridges.  Central  Boat 
Club,  for  leave  to  moor  a  floating  boat  house  to 
Federal  street  Bridge. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  R.  T.  Paine,  Jr., 
for  sewer  on  Duncan  street. 

James  E.  Ball  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Edgewood 
street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
Patrick  R.  Guiney,  for  approval  of  certain  altera- 


tions oq  estate  at  corner  Brookline  street  and 
Hairison  avenue. 

Patrick  H.  Leary,  Ex.,  for  approval  of  altera- 
tions ou  his  estate  at  corner  of  Harrison  avenue 
and  Brookline  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Middlesex  Raihoad  Company,  for  leave 
to  keep  fifty  horses  in  addition  to  the  present 
number  in  Charlestown  Neck  stables. 

Omar  Loring,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden  stable 
for  one  horse  at  14  High  street,  Ward  16. 

Thomas  Lane,  lor  leave  to  occupy  a  new  wooden 
staole  for  six  horses  on  Paris,  near  Marion  street. 

Thomas  Glennore,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  stable  for  one  horse  on  Canterbury  street, 
near  Mt.  Hope  street. 

A.  S.  Ripley,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new  wooden 
stable  for  four  horses  on  Loogwood  avenue, 
No.  386. 

B.  F.  Bean,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new  wooden 
stable  for  two  hoises  on  Clarence  street,  Waul  13. 

Sumr.er  &  Dickir  son,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old 
wooden  stable  for  four  horses  on  Cove  street. 

James  Jellisori,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  brick  sta- 
ble for  thirty- two  horses  on  Pitts  street,  between 
Nos.  6  and  12. 

John  Conway,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old  wood- 
en stable  for  one  horse  on  Pvncheon  street,  No. 
172. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  R.T.  Paine,  Jr., 
for  sidewalk  m  Duncan  street. 

John  H.  Robinson  et  al. ,  that  the  streets  in  ex- 
tension of  West  Cottage  stieet  be  graded.  ( 

Herman  D.  Bradt  et  al.,  that  Blue  Hill  avenue 
be  graded  from  Grove  Hall  to  Back  street. 

John  D.  Miller,  for  leave  to  project  a  lantern 
over  the  sidewalk  of  Washingcon  stieet  at  corner 
of  Dover  street. 

Lynch  Brothers,  for  leave  to  close  upNoith  Cen- 
tre street  while  building  operations  are  in  pro- 
gress. 

Clara  E.  Badlam,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
on  Columbia  stieet,  Ward  16. 

Francis  W.  Kittredge  et  al.,  that  Arcadia  and 
Atherton  streets  be  put  in  order. 

Samuel  G.  Reed  et  al.,  that  edgestones  be  set 
and  gutters  paved  on  Warren  street  loeyond 
Woodbine  street. 

Edwaid  Spaukliug  et  al.,  that  Eliot  and  May 
streets,  Ward  17,  be  put  in  order. 

J.  W.  Estabrooks  et  al.,  that  Mather  street, 
W  ard  16,  be  put  in  order. 

Timothy  Calnan,  for  leave  to  sprinkle  certain 
streets  in  Charlestown  District. 

John  Quirk,  for  leave  to  move  a  wooden  build- 
ing, owned  by  H.  W.  Jordan,  from  Washington 
street,  Ward  19,  to  Allston  street,  Ward  19. 
unfinished  business. 

Orders  to  pay  for  land  damages— Georae  W. 
Hunnewell,  $2510,  Sbawmut  avenue;  Charles  E. 
Dearborn,  $17.60,  Lincoln  street,  Brighton;  S.  E. 
Decker,  $244.80,  Lincoln  street,  Brighton ;  W.  H. 
Palmer,  $371.50,  Shawmut  avenue ;  Stephen  Hill, 
$46.05,  Lincoln  street,  Brighton;  Elizabeth  S. 
Crispin's  heirs,  $8948,  Beach  street.  Severally 
passed. 

Order  to  collect  assessments  for  edgestones  on 
Longwood  avenue,  amounting  to  one-half  of 
$1998.63.    Passed. 

Order  to  pave  with  brick  sidewalk  on  Pembroke 
street,  opposite  St.  Mark's  Church.    Passed. 

Order  to  ring  bell  of  Maverick  Congregati  onal 
Church  to  denote  the  usual  hours  at  morning, 
noon  and  evening.    Passed. 

south  boston  railroad. 

The  order  (City  Doc.  No.  42)  granting  tae  eleventh 
location  to  the  South  Boston  Railroad,  (in  Wash- 
ington, Milk  and  tlawley  streets),  was  considered 
in  the  regular  order  under  ths  head  of  unfinished 
business,  the  question  being  on  the  passage  of  the 
order. 

Alderman  Prescott — 1  would  ask  the  Committee 
on  Paving  whether  it  is  intended  to  restrict  the 
South  Boston  Railroad  Company  to  the  route,  laid 
down  by  tbis  order,  or  whether  it  is  simply  grant- 
ing them  another  location  to  run  just  sucli  a  num- 
ber of  cars  upon  it  as  they  please!  and  at  the  same 
time  to  use  the  circuit  as 'they  do  now. 

Alderman  Power — It  is  for  this  Board  of  Alder- 
men to  say  whether  or  not  rhe  South  Boston  Rail- 
road Company  shall  be  restricted  to  this  route. 
Of  course  this  Board  cannot  compel  the  South 
Boston  RaUroad  to  lay  down  tracks  anywhere  the 
Board  decide ;  but  this  Board  can  say  they  shall 
not  run  in  certain  streets.  If  this  location  is 
granted,  the  committee  think  it  will  be  one  step 
in  the  direction  of  doing  away  with  the  present 
blockades  on  Temple  place  and   Iremont  street. 
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After  that  step  is  taken  it  is  for  this  Board  to  say 
whether  or  not  the  company  shall  be  restricted  to 
this  route.  As  I  said  on  a  former  occasion,  rny 
impression  is  that  a  majority  of  the  Committee 
on  Paving  are  in  favor  ot  restricting  the  South 
Boston  Railroad  Company  to  this  route.  So 
far  as  I  am  concernea,  I  am  not  in  fa- 
vor of  so  restricting  them.  I  think  the 
company  are  willing,  wirhout  any  law  being 
passed,  to  ran[the  greater  portion  of  their  cars  on 
this  route;  but  it  is  my  impression  that  sooner 
than  be  bound  to  run  all  their  cars  there,  they 
would  prefer  to  remain  as  they  are  today  ana  take 
their  chances  with  the  rest  of  the  roads.  It  ap- 
pears to  be  the  wish  of  the  company  to  run  a 
large  number  of  their  caTS  as  near  the  northern 
depots  as  they  can,  and  they  will  not  willingly,  as 
I  am  informed,  consent  to  being  restricted  to  this 
route.  In  tact,  I  have  heard  some  of  the  man- 
agers say  that  tbev  will  not  consent  to  be  re- 
stricted to  this  new  route.  -The  committee  think 
this  ore  step  towards  re meciyii.-g  the  present  evil. 
Of  course  the  committee  have  in  view  other  pro- 
posed remeoies,  which  tbey  are  iiow  considering, 
and  they  will  no  doubt  have  sometning  else  to 
offer  as  soon  as  they  can  decide  upon  what  they 
thick  will  be  most  advantageous.  But  I  think  the 
South  Boston  Railroad  Company  prefer  to  remain 
as  tbey  are  today,  rather  than  be  restricted  to  this 
new  route. 

Alderman  Burrage — I  think  it  woula  be  better 
to  let  this  matter  of  re.-tricting  the  road  so  any  par- 
ticular route  lie  over  until  tne  whole  question  is  up 
before  us  for  settlement,  which  it  will  be  in  the 
course  of  a  few  weeks,  and  then  we  can  arrange  it 
as  we  deem  best  for  the  interest  of  all  parties  and 
the  public. 

Alderman  Bigelow — I  should  prefer  to  have  this 
question  laid  over  for  awhile.  When  it  was  be- 
fore the  Committee  on  Paving  I  consented  to  or 
rather  approved  this  new  route,  because  I  sup- 
posed it  was  understood  that  the  South  Boston 
cars,  were  to  be  confined  to  that  route.  Since 
then  I  understand  that  it  is  not  so,  and  before 
any  action  is  taken  upon  it,  I  should  prefer  to 
have  the  matter  remain  as  it  i«  until  we  can  de- 
termine, or  as  Alderman  Burrage  said,  let  the 
matter  rest  until  we  can  fix  upon  some  route  and 
relocate  them  entirely.  That  matter  is  now  under 
consideration  by  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

On  motion  on  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  order 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

[For  further  action  see  below.] 

PAPERS  FROM  TH  E  COMMON  COUNCIL  FOE  CONCUR- 
RENCE. 

Petitions  of  D.  D.  Shea,  F.  B.  Simpsoa  et  al., 
and  request  of  School  Commitcee.  Severally  re- 
ferred. 

Invitatiori  of  Thomas  G-  Stevenson  Post,  G.  A. 
R.,  to  attend  ceremonies  on  Decoration  Day.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Fire  Department  to 
consider  expediency  of  providing  better  accom- 
modations for  Engine  No.  6,  now  in  Wall  street. 
Passed. 

Repoft  nominating  Joseph  P.  Paine  and  Francis 
A.  Peters  as  trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery. 
Alderman  Stebbins  stated  that  Mr.  Peters  posi- 
tively declined  the  position,  and  would  not  serve 
if  elected,  and  on  his  motion  the  report  was  re- 
committed.   Sent  down. 

Report  nominating  William  W.  Greenongh  and 
Rictiard  Frothingham  as  Trustees  of  Public  Li- 
brary. Accepted.  The  Board  proceeded  to  bal- 
lot. Aldermeo  Stebbins  and  Quincy  were  appoint- 
ed a  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes,  and 
they  reported  that  Messrs.  fireenough  and  Froth- 
ingham had  each  received  twelve  votes,  and  they 
were  declared  elected.    Certificate  sent  down. 

Order  for  special  committee  (Messrs.  Whitmore, 
Devereux  and  Parker  to  be  joined)  to  investigate 
subject  of  convict  labor  iu  public  institutions. 
Passed,  and  Aldermen  Buirage  and  O'Brien  ap- 
pointed on  said  committee. 

Order  to  appropriate  $116.85  to  complete  the  ex- 
perse  of  the  elevator  in  the  City  Hall.    Passed. 

THE  ANNUAL  APPROPRIATIONS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  Board 
took  up  the  special  assignment  for  4%  o'clock, 
viz:  Orders  on  estimates  of  Auditor  of  Accounts 
(City  Doc.  No.  37,  1875),  viz. :  1.  "An  order  relat- 
ing to  the  specific  appropriations  for  the  financial 
year  1875-76"  2.  "Orders  laying  a  specific  tax  ta 
defray  the  expenses  of  the  city  of  Boston  and 
the  county  of  Suffolk  for  the  financial  year  1875-76, 
and  providing  for  interest  on  non-payment  of 
same." 


The  question  was  on  the  approval  of  the  sum  of 
$17,000  tor  the  Auditor's  Department. 

Alderman  Wortbington — Last  weeis  I  asked  to 
have  this  matter  lie  over  that  we  might  have  a 
statement  from  the  Auditor  in  print.  Since  then 
the  Auditor  has  printed  a  statement,  in  the  official 
report,  which  is  entirely  satistactory  to  me,  and  I 
think  it  will  be  to  every  other  member  of  the 
Board.  I  therefore  move  that  the  estimate  for 
the  Auditor's  Department  be  approved. 

Carried. 

The  items  were  read  and  approved  seriatim,  the 
following  discussions  occurring: 

Cedar  Grove  Cemetery.  Alderman  Power  said 
it  was  his  impression,  last  year,  that  this  cemetery 
would  not  need  anything  this  year,  aad  asked  for 
an  explanation. 

Alderman  Burrage  said  the  appropriation  was 
made  upon  the  authority  of  the  trustees,  but  he 
could  not  give  details. 

Alderman  Pope— In  tne  early  part  of  last  year 
there  were  a  good  many  calls  for  lots,  and  per- 
haps they  did  a  little  mon-  than  they  should ;  but 
the  demand  fell  off  toward  the  close  of  the  year, 
and  they  are  obliged  to  ask  for  this  appropria- 
tion. The  ceuit-teiy  is  very  much  needed,  and  I 
do  not  see  how  we  can  gst  along  without  the  ap- 
propriation. I  believe  the  work  was  well  done 
last  year,  and  that  this  money  will  be  judiciously 
expended. 

The  amount  was  approved. 

Chapman  Schoolhouse  Lot,  $7500.  Alderman 
Prescott  explained  that  this  expenditure  had 
been  refused  a  short  time  since,  but  the  owners 
of  the  lot  had  offered  it  at  a  price  which  the  city 
has  been  willing  to  pay  for  two  years,  and  tl.e 
Committee  On  Public  Instruction  therefore  recom- 
mend the  appropriation.    Approved. 

Bridges.  Ald-rman  Harris  moved  to  amend  by 
inserting  after  the  item  of  "Lamps,  $511,500,"  the 
following :  "Maiden  Bridge,  for  rebuilding,  $70,000. 

Alderman  Power— If  the  Aldermen  wdl  look  on 
page  17  (Doc.  37)  they  will  find  that  I,  as  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Bridges,  desire  "to  have  it 
appear,  as  a  part  of  the  record,"  that  I  dis- 
sent from  the  request  of  the  Committee  on 
Bridges  for  $47,000  for  rebuilding  the  draw  of  Me- 
ridian-street Bridge,  $70,000  for  rebuilding 
Maiden  Bridge,  ?nd  $13,000  for  rebuilding  a 
portion  of  Chelsea  Bridge.  I  don't  make 
any  objection  to  the  last  item,  but  in  the 
committee  I  dissented  from  asking  for  that.  I 
meant  to  move  to  strike  oat  the  $47,000  for  Me- 
ridian-street Bridge  when  we  got  that  far;  but  as 
the  Alderman  from  Cnarlestuwn  has  made  the 
motion  to  put  in  this  $70,000  for  Maiden  Bridge,  I 
would  state  tnat  1  think  I  have  made  a  more 
thorough  examination  of  this  -bridge  than 
any  member  of  this  Government,  excepting 
the  Engineer.  I  think  I  know  something 
about  bridges,  for  I  nave  built  and  superin- 
tended and  paid  for  the  building  of  wharves 
and  bridges.  Maiden  Bridge  is  just  as  safe  today 
as  it  was  before  Charlestown  was  annexed  to 
the  city  of  Boston,  and  I  think  it  will  be  perfectly 
safe  for  five  years  to  come.  I  also  examined  Me- 
ridian-street Bridge  more  thoroughly  than  any 
member  of  this  Government  has,— not  simply 
walked  over  it,  but  went  under  it;  and  I  sav  there 
is  no  necessity  for  spending  this  money  for  two  or 
three  years  to  come.  When  you  do  want  to  spend 
money,  you  do.i't  want  to  build  a  wooden  bridge. 
The  time  has  gone  by  for  the  city  of  Boston  to 
throw  away  money  by  putting  it  iu  wooden 
bridges.  They  should  be  of  iron.  Before 
this  action  is  taken  this  Government  should 
have  before  them  propositions  for  building 
a  wooaen  and  iron  bridge.  An  iron  bridge  will 
last  forever,  and  it  is  ornamental ;  while  a  v.  ood- 
en  bridge  is  only  a  temporary  structure.  Build- 
ers have"  told  me  it  will  cost  ten  per  cent,  to  k?ep 
wooden  biidges  i  •  order ;  so  if  you  spend  $100,000 
for  a  v\  ooden  bridge,  in  ten  years  you  spend  an- 
other $100,000  io  repairs.  Any  gentleman  who 
has  been  to  New  York  will  find  it  out  there.  It 
is  n't  good  economy  for  this  Government  to 
build  wooden  bridges.  That  is  a  place  where  an 
iron  bridge  could  be  built;  but  the  present 
structure,  in  my  opinion,  is  perfectly  safe 
for  many  years  to  come,  and  the  expense  can  be 
dispensed  with  this  year,  when  we  are  trying  to 
retrench.  As  chairman  of  the  committee,  lam 
anxious  to  have  enough  money  to  conduct  that 
department  with  credit  to  the  city  of  Bo:ton. 
After  making  this  statement  here,  if  anything 
wrong  should  happen  to  those  bridges,  I  am  will- 
ing to  take  the  odium  of  it.  I  did  n't  ask  any  in- 
formation from  the  Engineer  upon  it.    Wooden 
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bridges  are  ntither  ornamental  nor  durable, 
while  iron  bridges  are  both.  I  would  deny  no  sec- 
tion of  the  city  anything,  and  I  am  just  as  respon- 
sible for  the  bridges  in  that  section  as  in  any 
other,  and  I  say  there  is  no  necessity  for  spending 
this  money  this  year.  The  argument  has  been 
brought  forward  that  those  bridges  ought  to  be 
rebuilt  this  year.  I  say  it  will  be  time  enough 
next  year,  or  a  year  or  two  after,  and  I  hope  tbis 
amendment  will  not  be  adopted. 

Alderman  Harris— I  do  not  propose  to  set  my 
judgment  in  regard  to  those  bridges  above  that  of 
the  City  Engineer;  but  at  the  meeting  of  the  com- 
mittee he  called  attention  to  the  dilapidated  con- 
dition of  Maiden  and  Chelsea  bridges,  and  satis- 
fied a  majority  of  the  committee  that  they  should 
be  rebuilt;  and  I  believe  I  should  be  remiss  in  my 
duty  if  I  did  not  call  the  attention  of  the  Board  to 
it.  If  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12  will 
guarantee  that  these  bridges  will  hold,  I 
shall  not  press  the  motion.  But  I  believe 
it  to  be  my  duty  to  call  attention  to  the  mat- 
ter, and  then  if  tne  bridges  tumble  down  and  this 
city  is  called  upon  to  pay  an  unlimited  amount  of 
damages,  I  shall  be  relieved  of  the  blame. 

Alderman  Power — The  best  laid  plans  ol  men 
fail,  and  a  bridge  leading  to  Charlestown  or  any 
other  part  of  the  city  may  break  down  or  be  car- 
ried away.  The  Eegineer  also  drew  attention  to 
the  bad  condition  of  Dover-street  Bridge- 
Alderman  Harris — Oh,  no. 

Aklerinan  Power — He  drew  the  attention  of  the 
committee  to  the  draw  and  abutments  on  Dover- 
street  Biidge,  just  the  same  as  these.  But  I  think 
about  that  as  I  do  about  the  others.  It  is  safe 
enough  for  a  year  or  two,  and  I  don't  think  it  is 
proper  to  ask  for  an  appropriation  to  rebuild  that, 
although  it  needs  it  fully  as  much  as  the  others. 

Alderman  Bigelow— What  is  the  probable  differ- 
ence between  the  cost  of  an  iron  and  a  wooden 
biidge? 

Alderman  Power — My  opinion  is  that  the  cost  of 
an  iron  bridge  would  n't  be  very  far  from  the  cost 
of  a  wooden  one. 

Aldernian  Buriage— Did  not  the  Engineer  say 
distinctly  and  o'eciaedly  that  he  deems  the  struc- 
ture unsafe  in  its  present  state? 

Alderman  Harris — I  so  understood  him. 

Alderman  Viles — He  so  stated. 

Alderman  Burrap;e — If  that  is  the  case,  we  can 
hardly  take  the  responsibility  of  letting  it  remain 
as  it  is,  although  I  have  confidence  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Alderman  from.  Ward  12.  But  we 
must  place  greater  weight  on  the  opinion  of  the 
Engineer  whom  we  ei^pioy  for  that  purpose.  If 
he  has  not  the  required  scientific  knowledge,  he 
certainly  is  n't  worthy  of  bis  position. 

Alderman  Power — Everybody  knows  that  Chel- 
sea Bridge  is  unsafe— though  it  is  as  safe  as  it  has 
been  for  many  years— compared  with  the  bridges 
we  build  here  in  Boston.  The  same  is  true  of  oth- 
er bridges  in  Boston.  Everybody  passing  over 
Chelsea  Bridge  knows  tbatit  is  old-fashioned,  like 
Dover-street  Bridge,  yet  it  is  as  safe  as  it  has  been 
for  thirty  years,  and  that  is  what  the  Engineer 
means  when  he  says  it  is  unsafe.  Those  struc- 
tures have  been  good  enough  for  years  past.  The 
city  of  Charlestown  didn't  rhink  they  were  un- 
safe, but  all  at  once  it  is  ascertained  that  they  are 
unsafe;  and  yet  either  one  of  them  is  as  safe  as  it 
has  been  for  fifty  years. 

Alderman  Stebbins— When  the  City  Engineer 
says  a  bridge  is  unsafe  I  think  he  means  it.  If 
membtrs  wdl  refer  to  City  Document  No.  19,  page 
30  (annual  report  of  City  Engineer),  they  will  see 
the  language  used  by  the  City  Engineer  in  de- 
scribing Maiden  Bridge.  [He  read  from  the  re- 
port to  show  that  the  bridge  is  very  unsafe,  that  it 
is  a  bill  of  expense,  and  that  the  Engineer  recom- 
mends that  Maiden  Bridge  be  rebuilt  this  year  to 
avoid  the  interruption  to  travel  by  closing  the 
three  bridges  at  the  same  time.]  In  view  of  the 
recommendations  of  the  City  Engineer,  I  shall 
vote  for  ths  amendment. 

Alderman  Power — I  would  like  to  know  how  the 
bridge  has  been  a  standing  bill  of  expense  to  the 
city.  I  will  guarantee  that  it  has  not.  The  draw 
was  repaired,  and  there  was  a  little  done  on  the 
woodwork  which  settled;  but  the  expense  has  not 
been  in  comparison  with  that  on  some  other 
badges.  I  don't  question  the  Engineer's  knowl- 
edge or  judgment;  but  I  didn't  ask  information 
from  him  or  any  other  engineer  in  relation  to  the 
condition  of  that  bridge.  I  will  guarantee  that  I 
have  been  under  that  bridge  and  examined  it  more 
thoroughly  than  the  Engineer  has,  and  I  can  tell 
more  about  it  than  he  can.  But  that  is  not  the 
question.    Boston   should   not  spend    any   more 


money  upon  wooden  bridges ;  $70,000  should  not 
be  thrown  away  upon  these  temporary  structures. 
That  is  wrhere  the  importance  lies  in  this  matter. 
You  should  spend  money  for  what  is  to  be  of  per- 
manent use,  and  not  waste  it  upon  these  struc- 
tures that  require  continual  repairing  and  re- 
building. Federal-street  Bridge  has  been  bui]  t 
twice  withiu  my  recollection,  costing  over  $100,- 

000  each  time.  If  it  had  been  built  of  iron  origi- 
nally, it  would  have  been  of  no  expense,  except 
some  occasional  paving.  If  you  are  to  do  any- 
thing you  should  take  steps  towards  building  a 
permanent  iron  structure.  Pass  au  order  asking 
what  it  will  cost  to  put  an  iron  structure  there, 
that  will  be  an  ornament  to  the  city  and  not  be  a 
bill  of  expense.  This  building  of  wooden  bridges 
is  a  con>tant  waste  of  the  city's  money. 

Alderman  Worthington— What  did  ihe  Broad- 
way Bridge  cost,  and  what  amount  was  spent 
upon  it  last  >ear  in  proportion  to  the  original  cost? 

Alderman  Power — I  don't  know  anything  about 
the  original  cost,  but  what  was  done  on  it  last 
year  will  never  have  to  be  done  again.  We  did 
just  what  I  am  talking  about,— built  a  solid  stone 
abutment ;  we  did  n't  drive  piles  to  rot  away,  but 
put  in  a  Solid  structure  to  take  the  place  of  the 
shaky  one  that  was  settling  ans)  was  a  standing- 
bill  of  expense.    The  cost  of  the  former  structure 

1  know  nothing  of.  It  was  something  I  never  had 
anything  to  do  with.  It  has  heen  in  bad  odor,  and 
was  said  to  be  a  fraud  upon  the  city  from  begin- 
ning to  end.  But  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  that 
and  know  nothing  about  it.  If  any  gentleman 
wants  to  do  something  creditable  to  the  city,  let 
him  put  in  an  order  to  ascertain  the  feasibility  of 
tauildir  g  an  iron  biidge  there,  and  I  will  have  no 
objection  to  spending  the  city's  money. for  that; 
but  I  have  objections  to  throwing  away  the  city's 
money  on  these  wooden  structures. 

Alderman  Worthington-- We  should  have  some 
time  to  consider  this.  There  is  a  good  deal  in 
what  the  Alderman  says  in  regard  to  iron  bridges. 
If  we  are  to  build  the  bridge,  I  hope  that  matter- 
will  be  considered  before  appropriating  $70,000. 
Certainly  the  experience  of  all  the  railroads  and 
of  cities  other  than  Boston  is  in  favor  of  iron 
bridges.  The  city  should  economize,  as  well  as 
the  Boston  &  Albany  and  Lowell  railroads.  I  think 
we  ought  to  have  time  to  consider  whether  it  is 
good  policy  to  build  an  iron  bridge  there. 

Alderman  Harris — Joes  the  gentleman  know  of 
an  iron  hridge  built  across  tide  water? 

Alderman  Worthington — I  do  not,  but  I  believe 
an  iron  bridge  can  be  built  across  tide  water  as 
well  as  fresh  water. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  have  repeatedly  made  in- 
quiries in  regard  to  replacing  some  of  our  wooden 
with  iron  bridges,  but  I  can  get  no  very  close  esti- 
mate from  *^he  Citv  Engineer.  For  instance,  to  re- 
build Meiidian-street  Bridge,  the  depth  of  water  is 
veiy  great,  in  fact,  as  much  if  not  more  than  at  any 
other  place  in  the  harbor.  An  iron  bridge  from 
East  Boston  to  Chelsea  would  cost  something 
like  a  million  dollars.  Mr.  Philbrick  has  given 
his  opinion  that  an  iron  bridge  will  outlast  perhaps 
three  wooden  ones ;  but  tne  idea  that  they  will  last 
forever  is  fallacious.  They  have  to  be  replaced 
after  a  few  years,  the  same  as  wooden  bridges. 
Members  can  find  his  testimony  given  at  the  State 
House  recently.  I  should  suppose  that  one  abut- 
ment of  a  biidge  between  Chrlestown  andEverett 
would  cost  nearer  a  million  and  a  half  dollars, 
than  a  million,  judging  by  the  length,' and  know- 
ing something  of  the  cost  of  a  wooden  one. 

Alderman  Power — A  new  iron  bridge  in  place  of 
Maiden  Bridge  would  n't  cost  $100,000. 

Alderman  Stebbins — We  have  just  spent  that 
amount  for  one  siugle  abutment  for  Broadway 
Bridge,  and  an  iron  bridge  from  Chailestown  to 
Everett  would  cost  not  tar  from  half  a  million 
dollars.  The  idea  that  it  could  be  built  for  such 
a  sum  as  $100,000  is  simply  ridiculous. 

Alderman  Power— From  what  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  8  savs,  he  does  n't  know  anything 
about  it.  The  distance  is  n't  one-sixteenth  of  a 
mile. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  have  walked  it,  and  I 
think  I  know. 

Alderman  Power— The  distance  is  very  short 
that  would  have  to  be  bridged  over  with  iron. 
There  is  more  iron  and  stone  in  the  draw  of 
Broadway  Bridge  than  there  would  be  in  the 
whole  of  Maiden  Bridge. 

The  Chairman  called  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  appropriation  was  left  out  by  the  committee, 
and  refeired  to  the  report. 

Alderman  Harris— Was  the  Engineer  before 
them? 
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The  Chairman— He  was. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  would  like  to  know  a 
little  more  definitely  concerning  the  difference  be- 
tween the  cost  of  iron  and  wooden  bridges.  It 
the  Alderman  from  Ward  12  is  right,  as  he  claims 
he  is,  we  should  build  iron  bridges  because  they 
will  last  so  much  longer.  If  he  is  wrong,  we 
should  build  a  wooden  one.  "We  ought  to  have 
more  information.  In  answer  to  the  question,! 
would  say  that  there  is  an  iron  bridge  at  Augusta. 
Me. 

Alderman  Harris— That  i'  fresh  water. 

Alderman  "Worthington — It  is  toe  same  thing. 

Alderman  Harris— No;  tide  water  affects  a 
bridge. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called,  on  motion  of 
Alderman  Harris,  and  the  amendment  was  adopt- 
ed— yeas  7,  nays  5: 

Yeas — Aldermen  Burrage,  Harris,  Pope,  Pres- 
cott,  Quincy,  Steobins,  Viles— 7. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  O'Brien, Power, 
Worthington—  5. 

Meridian  street  Bridge,  $47,000.  Alderman  Pow- 
er— I  move  to  strike  out  this  item.  Gentlemen 
know  that  Dover-street  Bridge  needs  repairing  as 
much  as  this,  but  1  do  not  want  to  spend  the 
money  this  year;  they  are  good  enough  to  last 
four  or  five  years.  There  is  n't  a  wooden  bridge 
in  the  city  that  the  Engineer  will  not  tell  you  is 
unsafe.  But  I  thought  the  Aldermen  wanted  to 
retrench.  Every  engineer  or  head  of  a  depart- 
ment likes  to  build  monuments,  to  their  skill,  and 
it  costs  nothing  for  them  to  give  an  opinion. 
I  suppose  it  is  safe  to  say  that  100  per- 
sons go  over  Dover-street  Bridge  to  one  over 
the  Chelsea  bridges,  and  they  equally  un- 
safe. They  can  be  taken  car  e  of  at  little  expense 
for  two  or  three  years,  and  this  money  ought  not 
to  be  speDt.  I  think  my  judgment  is  worth  some- 
thing, and  I  thought  gentlemen  did  not  want  to 
spend  money  where  it  was  not  absolutely  neces- 
sary. I  don't  coutradict  the  statement  of  che. En- 
gineer that  they  are  comparatively  unsafe;  but 
tbey  have  been  so  for  five  or  six  years.  If  we  are 
to  do  anything,  let  us  do  something  creditable  to 
the  city.  I  hope  gentleman  will  ascertain  whether 
it  is  clearly  for  the  interest  of  the  city  to  build 
such  temporary  structures.  I  know  the  water  is 
deep  there,  but  not  deep  enough  to  interfere  with 
the  stone  abutments. 

The  Chairman — The  Chair  wishes  to  make  a  per- 
sonal explanation.  These  subjects  were  carefully 
considered  by  the  Committee  on  the  Auditor's  Es- 
timates; thev  had  the  Engineer  before  them,  and 
voted  not  to  approve  the  rebuilding  of  Maiden 
Bridge.  The  Chair  voted  against  that  item  be- 
cause he  intended  to  stand  by  the  committee,  and 
for  the  same  reason  he  shall  vote  against  striking 
out  this  one. 

Alderman  Worthington — If  I  remember  aright, 
it  was  thought  that  a  bridge  should  be  built  each 
vear,  to  prevent  serious  inconvenience,  and  that 
both  were  not  to  be  built  this  year. 

Alderman  Power — The  Alderman  has  just  read 
the  City  Engineer's  opinion  that  it  was  injudicious 
to  do  so. 

Alderman  Stebbins  re-read  the  Engineer's  opin- 
ion, that  Maiden  Bridge,  and  the  draw  of  Meri- 
dian-stieet  Bridge,  should  be  rebuilt  this  year. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  was  lost — yeas  2,  nays 
10;  Aldermen  O'Brien  and  Power  voting  yea. 

The  item  was  appoved. 

School  Expenses,  $114,000.  Alderman  Prescott— 
I  am  instructed  by  the  Committee  on  Public  In- 
struction to  move  to  reduce  this  amount  $9000, 
making  it  $105,000.    Carried. 

School  Instructors,  $1,259,800.  Alderman  Pow- 
er— I  believe  this  is  the  only  time  when  we  have 
anything  to  say  about  the  amount  of  money  to  be 
spent  by  the  School  Committee.  I  presume  that 
if  we  cut  down  their  appropriation  thev  will  have 
no  right  to  go  beyond  it  and  raise  the  salaries  of 
teachers. 

Alderman  Prescott  —The  statute  law  allows  the 
School  Committees  to  fix  the  pay  of  teachers; 
they  may  fix  them  at  $3,000,000  and  the  City  Coun- 
cil have  no  control  over  them. 

Alderman  Power — H  that  is  the  case,  why  is  this 
before  us  ? 

Alderman  Prescott — Simply  to  provide  the 
means. 

Alderman  Power— If  we  are  compelled  to  pay 
the  money,  what  is  the  use  of  voting  on  this  ques- 
tion. It  seems  to  me  that  the  statement  of  the 
gentleman  can  hardly  be  correct.  If  they  can 
spend  double  the  amount,  and  we  cannot  help 
©urselves,  it  is  a  waste  of  time  to  vote  upon  it. 
No  other  department  can  spend  money  without 


coming  here  tor  it.  I  believe  that  salaries  of  the 
teachers  were  raised  $59,800  last  year,  and  I  move 
to  strike  out  that  amount, 

Alderman  Prescott —This  is  before  us  to  provide 
the  money.  School  committees  of  cities  and  towns 
have  a  right  to  fix  the  salaries  of  teachers.  If  we 
do  not  provide  the  money,  individual  members  of 
the  Government  would  be  sued  for  it,  I  think;  at 
any  rate  the  city  is  responsible.  I  am  free  to  say 
that  if  I  baa  the  power  to  cut  rl  >wn  the  salaries,  f 
would  move  to  strike  out  $259,000,  and  then  I  think 
the  statistics  would  show  that  the  salaries  here  are 
higher  than  in  any  other  city.  But  nothing  re- 
mains for  us  to  do  but  to  furnish  the  money.  The 
committee  reduced  the  amount  asked  for  $25,000, 
for  the  reason  that  this  sum  is  sufficient  to  pay  the 
salaries  as  now  fixed. 

Alderman  Power— Have  we  power  to  discontinue 
any  schools? 

Alderman  Presscott— I  am  not  prepared  to  an- 
swer legal  questions,  but  I  don't  tbink  the  City 
Council  have  power  to  discontinue  schools,  as 
that  is  left  to  the  School  Committee. 

The  Chairman — Docs  the  Alderman  from  Ward 
12  make  a  motion  ? 

Alderman  Power— It  is  useless. 

Alderman  Power  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
and  tne  item  was  approved — yeas  11,  nays  1; 
Alderman  Power  voting  nay. 

The  several  items  in  the  order  relating  to  the 
appropriations  were  passed  as  amended,  and  the 
amendment  of  the  Council  was  concurred  in. 

The  order  laying  a  tax  of  $9,658,187  was  amend- 
ed to  read  $9,721,016,  and  passed. 

Sent  up  for  concurrence  in  tne  amendments. 

PUBLIC  PABKS. 

The  order  authorizing  the  Mayor  to  petition  for 
an  act  for  the  purchase  or  taking  of  lands  within 
the  city  for  public  parks,  and  for  the  assessment 
of  betterment,  on  adjoining  lands  benefited;  no 
expenditure  to  be  made,  without  authority  from 
the  Legislature,  for  the  purchase  or  improvement 
ef  land,  exceeding  the  sums  raised  by  taxation, 
appropriated  by  the  City  Council,  and  received  by 
betterment,  said  act  not  to  take  effect  unless  ac- 
cepted by  a  majority  of  the  legal  voters  at  the 
next  State  election,' came  down  with  ameudments 
thereto,  viz.,— that  the  construction  of  parks  be 
intrust  id  t©  three  commissioners — that  no  money 
sball  be  expended  without  a  two-third;  vote  of 
the  City  Council— that  other  cities  and  towns  may 
cooperate  with  this  city,  and  that  betterments  be 
assessed  on  neighboring  lands,  instead  of  adjoin- 
ing lands — and  that  the  project  be  submitted  to 
the  legal  voters  at  a  special  election,  and  not  at 
State  election. 

On  motion  af  Alderman  Burrage,  the  question 
was  taken  separately  on  each  amendment. 

The  several  amendments  were  adopted  in  con- 
currence without  debate,  except  the  one  provid- 
ing for  the  vote  to  be  taken  at  a  special  election 
called  for  the  purpose. 

Alderman  Barrage — This  matter  (the  election) 
was  fully  discussed,  and  the  amendment  for  the 
vote  to  be  taken  at  the  State  election  was  adopted 
because  we  would  be  more  likely  to  get  a  full 
vote  than  at  a  special  election,  when  only  those 
having  a  personal  interest  in  the  matter  would  be 
likely  to  come  out. 

Alderman  Power — I  hope  the  Bodvcl  will  adhere 
to  their  former  action.  This  question  should 
stand  upon  its  own  merits,  which  it  w;ll  not  do  at 
a  special  election.  I  hope  the  Board  will  main- 
tain its  former  position  on  the  question. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  trust  the  Board  will  con- 
cur in  this  amendment.  I  believe  that  this  ques- 
tion has  been  discussed  so  thoroughly  by  the  peo- 
ple and  the  press  *"hat  when  it  comes  up  for  deci- 
sion the  people  will  take  sufficient  interest  in  it  to 
come  out  in  comparatively  full  numbers  and  ex- 
press their  opinion.  I  believe  it  is  one  of  those 
important  matters  for  which  a  special  election 
should  be  called,  and  I  hope  we  shall  concur  and 
settle  the  matter  at  this  time. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  also  hope  we  shall  concur. 
I  was  strongly  in  favor  of  a  special  election  for 
the  same  reason  that  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12 
opposes  it.  I  want  it  to  stand  on  its  merits  and 
not  be  presented  as  a  mere  side  issue,  as  it  will  be 
at  a  State  election.  At  any  rate,  if  I  did  not  be- 
lieve in  a  special  election  I  would  yield  a  little 
rather  than  send  it  back  and  forth  and  perpetuate 
this  game  of  battledoor  and  shuttlecock  that 
boards  sometimes  indulge  in.  It  i«  desirable  that 
an  attitude  should  be  taken  by  the  city  at  the 
State  House. 

Alderman  Worthington — When  this  subject  was 
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brought  up  it  was  first  voted  to  have  a  special 
election,  and  when  it  came  up  the  lasD  time 
through  pure  kindness  of  heart  tor  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  8,  it  was  voted  to  let  it  go  to  the  State 
election.  I  have  no  doubt  we  can  have  a  much 
fairer    vote  at  a  special  than  at  a  State  election. 

Alderman  Power  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  tne  ameodinent  was  concurred  in— yeas  9, 
nays  3;  Aldermen  Buuage,  Power  and  Viles  vot- 
ing nay. 

A  motion  to  reconsider  by  Alderman  Prescott, 
hoping  it  would  not  prevail,  was  lost. 

The  order  as  amended  has  been  passed,  in  con- 
currence, by  both  branches. 

REPORTS  OF  CITY  OFFICERS! 

Chief  of  Police.  The  quarterly  report  of  the 
Chief  of  Police  was  received,  shownig  that  the 
balance  of  appropriation  for  the  department  was 
$50,058.44.  The  arrests  during  the  quarter  were 
6172,  of  which  number  1216  were  females,  1276 
were  non-residents  and  1007  minois.  The  number 
of  lodgers  accommodated  was  24,898,  of  which 
23,008  were  males,  1890  females  and  2815  minors. 
The  amount  of  property  taken  from  lodgers  and 
restored  to  them  was  $13,481.73.  The  amount  of 
property  stolen  in  the  city  was  $11,539;  amount 
recovered  which  was  stolen  in  and  out  of  tbe  city, 
$32,915.85;  fines  imposed  by  the  courts,  $15,017; 
amount  of  imprisonment  imposed  by  courts,  348 
years  and  ten  months;  number  of  days' attend- 
ance m  court  by  officers,  4108;  witness  fees  earned, 
$4683.61 ;  amoiint  received  for  dog  licenses,  $64. 
Placed  on  file. 

Free  Soup.  A  communication  was  received 
from  Chief  of  Police  Savage,  giving  details  of  the 
work  during  the  season  of  tree  soup.  The  mak- 
ing and  distribution  of  soup  wac  commenced  at 
seven  police  stations,  and  at  two  other  places 
hired  for  the  purpose,  on  the  second  of  January, 
and  continued  to  the  13th  of  March,  covering  a 
period  nf  eighty-eight  days.  At  the  commence- 
ment contracts  for  supplies  wete  made  for  the 
season  at  the  lowest  wholesale  market  prices,  and 
the  quantity  of  soup  made  and  distiibuted  was 
27,930  gallons.  The  number  of  meals  taken  home 
by  families  was  186,235,  and  the  number  given  to 
non-residents  and  lodgers  at  station  houses  was 
1842,  making  a  total  of  187,077.  The  average  number 
of  families  supplied  per  day  was  440,and  the  largest 
number  in  any  one  day,  440,  Each  meal  consisted 
of  one  and  one-fifth  pints,  and  about  two-thirds  of 
the  number  of  persons  supplied  were  children. 
The  total  cost  was  $4937.29.  In  the  distribution  of 
soup  pains  had  been  taken  to  place  it  at  the  dis- 
posal of  destitute  families,  many  of  which  could 
not  be  properly  reached  by  other  meaus  provided 
by  the  city,  and  the  chief  was  informed  hy  the 
pbliie  captains  in  charge  that  many  or  the  f  ami- 
•  lies  have  had  1ittl°  else  to  sustain  life  during  the 
cold  weather.  In  addition  to  the  distribution  of 
soup  $800  had  been  contributed  by  generous  ladies 
and  gentlemen,  and  the  amount  has  been  expend- 
ed by  the  department  for  fuel,  medicine  for  the 
sick,  shoes  and  clothing  for  children,  etc., 
in  small  sums  where  immediate  relief  was 
necessary.  Tne  report  mentions  the  aid  of 
Mr.  Rice,  Superintendent  of  Markets,  in  the  pro- 
curement of  supplies.  Ordered  to  be  printed,  on 
motion  of  Alderman  Power,  who  thought  it  would 
be  a  good  document  to  keep  for  future  reference. 
Sent  down. 

Inspectors  of  Lighters.  Report  for  quarter  end- 
ing March  31— Vessels  inspected,  56;  fees  received, 
$187.00;  expenses,  $21.88;  divided  by  incumbents, 
i.12.    Sent  down. 


WATER     PIPES      FOR     WARDS       SEVENTEEN      AND 

NINETEEN. 

The  Chairman  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  on  report  of  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  "Water  covering  request  of  Cochituate 
Water  Board  in  relation  to  water  pipes  in  Wards 
17  and  19,  recommending  the  passage  of  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  and  he  hereby 
is  authorized  to  borrow,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  $106,000;  the  said  sum  to 
be  added  to  the  amount  heretotore  borrowed  for 
the  purpose  of  purchasing  pipes,  etc.,  for  the 
supply  of  water  in  Wards  17  and  19,  to  be  used 
for  the  same  puroose  and  in  laying  down  said 
pipes. 

Read  once. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  reports  and  orders 
from  the  Committee  on  Paving,  as  follows : 
Reports  recommending  that  a  permit  be  granted 


toM.Drinan&  Co.io  move  wooden  buildings  from 
37  Centre  street  to  73  Centre  Street,  on  Lhe  usual 
conditions.    Severally  accepted. 

Reports  with  orders  to  pay  for  grade  damages, 
as  follows : 

Benjamin  Anthony,  $275,  corner  of  Cabot  and 
Weston  streets. 

John  B.  Voison,  $375,  No.  134  Cabot  street. 

John  Borland.  $4000,  Nos.  19  and  21  Kilby  street. 

Hiram  A.  Campbell,  $375,  No.  136  Cabot  street. 

Andrew  Gallagher,  $275, 142  Cabot  street. 

John  F.  &  Martin  Mulligan,  $275,  146  Cabot 
street. 

Orders  severally  read  twice,  on  motion  of  Alder- 
man Power,  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  be 
authorized  to  erect  post  hydrants  in  such  locations 
in  the  public  streets  of  this  city  as  the  Committee 
on  Paving  and  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  shall 
approve. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed,  in  conjunction  with  citizens  of  Ward  16, 
to  water  Dudley  and  Stonghtou  streets,  between 
Brook  avenue  and  Pleasant  street,  in  said  ward, 
for  the  purpose  of  preserving  the  roadway  of  said 
streets ;  the  expense  thereof  to  the  city  of  Boston, 
not  exceeding  $900  for  the  piesent  season,  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Paving. 

Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
dhectect  to  lay  a  piank  walk  on  Savin  Hill  avenue, 
from  the  Old  Colonv  Railroad  to  the  easterly  end 
ot  Grampian  Way. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  and  he  is 
hereby  directed  to  abate  the  sidewalk  assessment 
of  $17.44  against  the  estate  of  Bridget  McCarthy 
on  Bolton  street,  South  Boston,  she  being  unable 
to  pay  the  same. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered.  That  the  sum  of  $16.63  be  abated  from 
the  sidewalk  assessment  of  Samuel  Larrabee,  on 
Athens  street,  and  the  same  assessed  on  James  B. 
Robb. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $4.39  be  abated  from 
the  sidewalk  assessment  of  Thomas  Murphy,  No. 
34  K  street,  and  the  same  be  assessed  on  James 
Monks. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  of  notice  to  George  W.  Tuckerman,  Albi- 
na  N.  and  Francis  J.  Tay,  and  Thomas  Hulk,  to 
cut  off  and  remove,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
May,  1875,  all  obstructions  in  front  of  their  respect- 
ive estates  on  Telegraph  street,  extending  over 
the  line  of  said  street  as  widened  by  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners,  May  13,  1871.    Passed. 

MEMORIAL  SERVICE. 

An  invitation  was  received  from  Encampment 
Charles  Russell  Lowell  Post  7,  G.  A.  R.,  to  attend 
memorial  services,  at  Music  Hall,  on  Sunday,  May 
23,  next,  when  a  sermon  will  be  delivered  by  Rev. 
W.  H.  H.  Murray. 

Accepted. 

PAY  OF  CONSTABLES. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts,  submitted  ?  report  on  petitions  of  H.  P. 
Kennard,  E.  D.  Foss  and  John  Rogers,  reeotn- 
mendina  the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  on  and  after  April  1,  1875,  and 
until  otherwise  ordered,  the  compensation  of  the 
two  officers  designated  to  attend  tbe  sittings  of 
the  Municipal  Court  for  the  South  Boston  Dis- 
trict, as  provided  by  section  14,  chapter  216,  of  the 
acts  of  the  year  1862,  be  fixed  at  the  rate  of  $1500 
each  per  annum  ;  also  that  the  compensation  of 
the  one  officer  designated  to  attend  the  sittings 
of  the  Municipal  Court  for  the  Brighton  District 
be  fixed  at  the  rate  of  $1200  per  annum,  begini  ing 
on  said  1st  of  April,  and  continuing  until  other- 
wise ordered. 

Read  once. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Sewers- 
submitted  a  report  on  petition  of  Samuel  Brad- 
street  et  al.,  with  an  order  directing  the  Superin, 
tendent  of  Sewers  to  construct  a  common  sewer 
in  Park  street,  Charlestown,  between  Call  street 
and  City  square.    Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

ORDERS  TO  PAY  FOR  LAND  DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Streets 
on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  orders  to  pay 
for  land  damages  in  laying  out  and  widening 
streets  as  follows: 
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Henry  Traiser,  $75,  laying  out  Francis  street, 
from  Brookline  avenue. 

Catharine  H.  Faunce,  $1000,  widening  of  Rox- 
bury  (formerly  Washington)  streel . 

Rt.  Rev.  John  J.  Williams,  $792.40,  widening 
Bowdoin  street,  Ward  16. 

Martin  Lennon,  $338.80,  laymg  out  and  extension 
of  Reed's  court. 

Severally  read  once. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  lor  /the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  reports'as  follows: 

Amusement  Licenses  Gi anted— Pearson  Broth- 
ers, to  exhibit  pictures  of  Jerusalem  at  old  Pine- 
street  Church,  on  Sunday  evening;  Jacob  Miller, 
to  give  dramatic  entertainment  at  Nassau  Hall, 
663  Washington  street ;  Frank  Edwasds,  to  give 
entertainments  from  April  8  to  April. 24,  inclusive. 

iDuholders'  Licensee  Granted— Cbapiu,  Gurney 
&  Co.,  Tremont  and  Revere  Houses;  Edward 
Frauey,  78  Marginal  srreet,  O.  J.  Gallagher,  63 
Beach  street. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted — Ernst  Gotts- 
chalk,  45  Court  street;  John  N.  Wilfert,  40  Prov- 
ince street;  James  Leavitt,  131  and  137  Dorches- 
ter avenue  ;  William  F.  Deinpsey,  166  Broadway, 
South  Boston;  Join  H.Lee,  corner  of  Washing- 
ton and  Rockland  streets,  Brisrhton;  John  F. 
Harvey,  corner  of  Broadway  and  Emeison  streets; 
M.  Mahoney,  171  Hanover  street;  Frank  Barry, 
388  Hanover  street ;  John  Francis,  260  and  262 
North  street;  M.  E.  Shorey,  3  Cbarlestown 
street;  J*-sse  Wadsworth,  10  Marshall  street; 
James  T„  Davis,  27  North  Market  street; 
E.  G.  Park  &  Co.,  123  Causeway  street;  Sig- 
wart  Anderson,  98  Richmond  street;  Daniel 
Scannell,  236  Commercial  street;  Christian 
Anderson,  corner  Fleet  and  Anderson;  Jacob 
Weinz,  23  Sudbury  street;  Robert  Goodell,  148% 
Hanover  street;  Lot  Boodz,  241  Har over  street; 
Robert  C.  Caspole,  103  South  Market  street;  Thom- 
as Heapley,  119  Blackstone  street;  James  S.  Bar- 
cello,  242  Friend  street;  Theodore  KDaft,  17  Mai- 
den street;  F.  M.  Forwaid,  655  Washington  street; 
Charles  W.  Seaward,  29  Boylston  street;  Herbert 
Gray,  685  Washington  street;  Johnson  &  Gerrish, 
50  Pleasant  street;  James  Wall,  corner  E  and 
Seventh  streets;  Patrrck  O'Neil,  122  Broadway; 
John  C.  Flood,  70  Cambridge  street;  John  Hol- 
land, 149  Cambridge  street;  Rounds  &  Vaughn, 
61  Green  street;  Horace  F.  Atwell,39  Green  street; 
Daniel  Callahan,  151  Leverett  street;  F.  Schira,  63 
Sudbury  street;  John  J.  Brickley,  621  Broadway; 
John  C.  Nutter,  33  Green  street;  John  C.  Nutter, 
149  Court  street;  Alexander  Boudron,104  Sumner 
street;  William  Nichols,  41  Central  square ;  Louis 
Robett,  Warren  Bridge;  Charles  M.  Dakin,  50 
Sumnec  street. 

Victualler's  License  Refused— James  Sullivan, 
80  Pleasant  street. 

Dealers  in  Second-hand  Articles  Licensed— B. 
Gallagher,  459  Atlantic  avenue;  Lazarus  &  Wy- 
zanski,  42  Battery  street. 

Wagon  Licenses  Granied— James  Bland,  34  Com- 
merce street;  W.  H.  Abbott  &  Co.,  701  Tremont 
street;  D.  T.  Kelley,  4  Custom  House  street;  John 
Bass  &  Co.,  161  Cambridge  street;  Lowell  &  Co., 
Lowell  street,  corner  Barton-street;  F.  Knight  & 
Son,  75  Court  street. 

Auctioneers  Licensed — David  O.  Foye,  28  Con- 
gress street;  George  V.  Quigley,  659  Shawmut  av- 
enue. 

Pawnbroker  Licensed— Edward  L.  Grueby,  156 
Meridian  street. 

Minors'Applications  Granted— Three  bootblacks, 
16  newsboys. 

Billiard  Licenses  Granted— Thomas  Y.  Wilkin- 
son, 4  Cox's  Building,  opposite  Norfolk  House; 
Thomas  W.  Dolan,  626  Hat ri? on  avenue;  M.  Ba- 
dermacker,  472  Washington  street;  Frark  Merritt, 
35  Bromfield  street;  John  C.  Schufele,  626  Broad- 
way ;  Charles  Sargent,  73  Hanover  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

Also  reports  recommending  the  passage  of  the 
following  orders : 

Ordered,  That  the  license  heretofore  granted  to 
William  Woods,  to  deal  in  second-hand  articles  at 
80-82  Lincoln  street,  be  revoked  for  cause. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  Charles 
G.  Bracket!  and  F.  H.  Brackett  of  this  city  to  take 
the  nests  and  eggs  of  any  undomesticated  birds 
witbrn  this  city,  or  to  shoot  any  of  such  birds 
within  the  limits  aforesaid,  for  scientific  purposes 
only. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Stebbins  inquired  as  to  the  license  to 
Pearson  Brothers  to  exhibit  pictures  of  Jerusalem 


at  old  Pine-street  Church  on  Sunday  evening, 
whether  rn  admission  fee  is  to  be  charged,  and 
doubted  the  propi iety  of  allowing  entertarnents 
at  that  time. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  there  were  exhibi- 
tions at  Parker  Memorial  Hail  on  Sunday-even- 
ings. 

Alderman  Stebbrns  said  Sunday  evening  con- 
certs were  authorized  by  the  statute  law. 

Alderman  Bjrrage  could  see  no  harm  in  the  pro- 
posed entertainment. 

A  motion  to  recommit,  by  Alderman  Harris,  was 
lost. 

Alderman  Prescott  suggested  that  Alderman 
Steboins  was  on  the  Committee  on  Licenses,  and 
should  be  able  to  give  the  information.  He  did  n't 
believe  in  givrng  licenses  of  this  nature  for  enter- 
tainer ents  on  Sunday  evening. 

Alderman  Bigelow  said  the  matter  had  come 
through  the  usual  channels  in  the  City  Clerk's  of- 
fice, and  he  could  not  give  all  the  details. 

Alderman  Worthington  had  no  doubt  that  it  was 
a  proper  exhibition  for  Sunday  evening,  as  it  was 
an  illustrated  lecture  upon  scei  es  of  the  Bible. 

The  Chairman  .'.aid  the  report;  had  already  beea 
accepted. 

PERMITS  FOE  STEAM  ENGINES. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  reports  from  toe 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines  recommending  the 
granting  of  permits  to  locate  steam  engines  by 
the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners,  at  corner  of 
Wareham  street  and  Harrison  aveaue;  and  by 
Charles  H.  Bacon  in  rear  of  486  Harrison  avenue. 
Severally  accepted. 

PERMITS  FOR  STABLES. 

Alderman  Wotthington  submitted  reports  from 
th°  Committee  on  Health  on  She  part  of  the  Board 
severally  recommending  the  granting,  on  the  usu- 
al conditions,  of  permit0  to  erect  stables  by  Thom- 
as Ring,  Wmship  street,  Ward  19;  Otis  H.  Weed, 
Culvert  street:  James  H.  Lombard,  Chapman 
street,  Charlestown.    Severally  accepted. 

CLAIMS. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  reports  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims  severally  recom- 
mending leave  to  withdraw  en  the  petitions  of 
Pairick  M.  Kelleher,  to  be  compensated  for  per- 
sonal injuries  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Tremont 
street;  and  William  Bohrmaun,  to  be  compensat- 
ed for  damage  to  his  property  by  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment.   Severally  s  ccepted.    Sent  down. 

MEMBERS  OF  COCHITUATE  WATER   BOARD. 

Alderman  Stebbins  submitted  a  report  from  the 
joint  special  committee  to  nominate  members  of 
the  Cocttituate  Water  Board,  recommending  the 
election  of  Thomas  Gogin  and  Charles  R.  McLean 
as  rr embers  at  large  for  two  years.    Accepted. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  ballot  on  motion  of- 
Alderman  Quincy,  who,  with  Alderman  Stebbins, 
was  appointea  a  committee  to  collect  and  count 
votes.    Xhey  reported — 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  for  a  choice 7 

Thomas  Gogin  had 12 

Charles  R.  McLean 8 

Leonard  R,  Cutter 4 

And  Messrs.  Gogin  and  McLean  were  declared 
elected.    Sent  down. 

NINETEENTH    OF  APRIL. 

Alderman  Stebbi  is  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  cause  the 
flags  to  be  displayed  on  the  public  buildings  rn 
the  city  on  the  19th  day  of  April,  being  the  occa- 
sion of  the  centennial  celebration  of  the  battles  of 
Lexington  and  Concord ;  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Police. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  several  departments  of  the 
City  Government  be  cloeed  at  twelve  o'clock 
noon,  on  Monday,  the  19th  day  of  April,  1875. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

SCHOOL  EXPENSES. 

Alderman  Prescott,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction,  submitted  a  report  that  the 
order  to  transfer  $19,266.44  from  the  appropria- 
tion for  school  instructors  to  the  appropriation 
for  school  expenses,  ought  to  pass.  Report  ac- 
cepted and  said  order  passed— yeas  12,  nays  0. 
Sent  down. 

FA-NEUrL  HALL. 

Alderman  Prescott,  for  the  Committee  on  Fan- 
euil  Hall,  submitted  a  report  recommending  the 

Granting  of  the  petition  of  Alpheus  Hardy  et  al., 
or  use  of   Faneuil    Hall    May  27,  for    a   festival. 
Accepted. 
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STORAGE  OF  PETROLEUM. 

Alderman  Quincy  submitted  a  report  from 
Committee  on  Fire  Department  on  the  part  ot  the 
Boaro,  recommending  that  a  permit  be  granted 
Samuel  Walker  &  Co.,  to  store  petroleum  at  33 
India  street.    Accepted. 

THE  SYSTEM  OF  KEEPING    THE    CITY'S  ACCOUNTS. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  a  committee,  consisting  of  two 
Aldermen,  with  such  as  the  Council  may  join,  be 
appointed  to  examine  trie  books  and  accounts  of 
the  Treasurer's  Department  and  of  the  Auditor's' 
Department,  to  see  if  any  improvement  is  necessa- 
ry or  practicable  in  the  system  of  keeping  ac- 
counts in  those  departments;  and  in  connection 
therewith  to  see  if  the  manner  in  which  accoc^cs 
are  kept  and  rendered  bv  other  city  departments 
requires  any  change— with  a  view  that  the  records 
of  the  financial  operations  of  the  city  shall  be 
kept  in  the  form  best  calculated  to  insure  accura- 
cy and  convenience  for  leference. 

Alderman  Stebbius— We  have  three  committees 
on  those  departments  already,  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  they  ought  to  be  able  to  furnish  all  the  in- 
formation desired  in  reference  to  the  method  of 
keeping  the  accounts,  and  to  offer  suggestions  as 
to  needed  changes.  Before  passing  the  order,  [ 
think  we  had  better  hear  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Treasury  Department,  or  from  some  of  the 
three  committees  who  have  cognizance  of  the 
financial  department. 

Alderman  Power — It  is  of  course  well  known  to 
everybody  that  the  office  of  Treasurer  is  vacant, 
and  that  there  undoubtedly  will  be  a  reorganiza- 
tion of  that  department.  Our  city  has  grown 
from  a  small  one  to  a  very  large  one,  and  it  is 
possible  that  there  may  be'some  better  method  of 
keeping  the  accounts  of  this  and  the  other  de- 
partments. I  offered  that  order  by  request  of 
members  of  the  City  Government  who  are  well 
qualified  to  judge  in  the  matter  of  keeping  ac- 
counts, and  have  had  experience.  If  I  thought 
this  order  wis  piompted  by  any  intention  to  cast 
a  slur  upon  aiiy  head  of  a  department 
and  this  Government,  I  should  not  of- 
fer it.  I  have  alluded  at  different  times  to  the 
different  heads  of  departments,  and  have  meant 
what  I  said.  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  do  them 
justice  by  expressing  the  opinion,  when  I  thought 
my  term  of  office  was  about  to  expire,  that  the 
city  of  Boston  is  specially  fortunate  m  having 
heads  of  departments,  of  such  honesty  and  integ- 
rity, and  fidelity  to  their  duties.  Tf  I  thought  this 
order  was  intended  to  sast  a  slur  upon  the  hsads 
of  departments,  I  would  not  offer  it.  The 
gentlemen  who  suggested  it  are  of  the 
highest  standing  in  tois  Government  today, 
and  their  motives  are  for  the  benefit  of 
the  heads  of  the  departments  and  the 
city ;  and  I  believe  it  will  corroborate  the  opinion 
I  have  expressed  of  the  heads  of  departments.  I 
understand  nothing  about  bookkeeping,  and  as  it 
is  customary  to  appoint  as  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee the  member  who  offers  an  order,  I  request 
the  Chair  to  make  an  exception  in  this  case,  as  I 
do  i>ot  understand  bookkeeping.  As  the  Treas- 
urer's office  is  vacant  now,  it  may  be  that  such  a 
committee  may  be  of  advantage  m  laying  out  a 
system  of  keeping  accounts  more  appropriate  to 
tae  size  and  business  of  the  city  than  is  the  system 
established  at  the  time  of  thei  creation  of  that 
office.  I  hope  the  order  will  be  received  and 
passed  in  the  spirit  in  which  it  is  meant. 

Alderman  Burrage — I  don't  think  it  will  be  nec- 
essary to  appoint  a  new  committee  to  examine 
the  Treasurer's  accounts,  because  I  think  the 
committee  on  that  department  ha/e  full  powers. 
I  am  ignorant  as  to  the  other  oepartrcents,  and 
gentlemen  who  have  been  in  the  Government 
many  years  can  tell  better  than  I  can  in  regard  to 
the  wunt  of  system,  whatever  it  may  be,  and  I 
cannot  judge  by  the  necessity  of  this  investiga- 
tion. 

Alderman  Stebbios— Why  not  constitute  this 
committee  of  the  Committee  on  ttip  Treasury  De- 
partment, as  it  embraces  members  who  know 
what  i-*  needed,  and  what  system  is  best  for  the 
departments  In  the  other  branch  is  Mr.  Pea- 
body,  an  eminent  financier,  and  Mr.  Parker,  also 
a  well-known  financier.  It  seems  to  me  we  could- 
n't have  a  better  committee.  I  move  as  an  amend- 
ment that  the  committee  consist  of  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  the  Treasury  Department. 

Alderman  Burrage— It  seems  hardly  proper  to 
put  this  duty  upon  the  Treasury  Committee.  They 
have  a  duty  to  perform  in  regard  to  that  depart- 
ment, and  it  would  not  be  proper  to  have  them 


supervise  others.  I  think  we  had  better  have 
another  committee. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  understand  the  purport 
of  the  order  to  be  ro  examine  the  method  of  keep- 
ing accounts  in  the  Treasury  Department  and  to 
suggest  some  new  method.  The  accounts  in  the 
Auditor's  Department  are  very  simple,  requiring 
but  very  few  books  compared  to  those  m  the 
Treasurer's  Department.  I  thiuk  it  had  better  eo 
to  the  Con  mittee  on  the  Treasury. 

Alderman  Burrage — If  I  understand  the  order 
aright,  it  embraces  all  the  departments. 

Alderman  Bigelow — My  impression  is  that  it  had 
better  be  referred  ro  a  special  committee.  If  it 
related  to  the1  treasury  only, it  would  be  proper  to 
send  it  to  that  conmir tee;  Dut  it  relates  to  the 
Auditor's  and  other  departments  and  it  is  emi- 
nently proper  that  it  should  go  to  a  special  com- 
mittee.   • 

Alderman  Power — I  hope  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  8  will  not  press  lrh  motiOD,  but  that  the 
special  committee  will  be  appointed.  There  are 
members  of  this  Board  who  are  experts  at  book- 
keeDing,  and  I  hope  they  will  be  chosen.  The 
order  is  offered  as  much  for  the  vindication  of 
some  officers  as  anything  else,  and  I  thir.K  it  will 
meet  the  approval  of  every  member  of  this  Board. 

The  amendment  of  Alderman  Stebbins  was  lost. 

The  order  was  passed,  i.nd  Aldermen  Stebbins 
and  B;gelow  were  appointed  on  said  committee. 

Alderman  Stebbius— I  ask  to  be  excused  from 
serving  on  the  committee.  I  don't  know  what  is 
intended  by  it.  It  may  be  a  conti»uation  of  the 
little  scene  last  Monday,  when  the  Alderman  from 
the  Highlands  got  so  excited. 

Alderman  Worth maton — I  didn't  get  excited; 
it  was  the  Aldeiman  from  Ward  8  who  got  ex- 
cited. 

■  Alderman  Stebbins — The  Al.lerman  from  the 
Highlands  did  get  excited  and  said  wait  till  next 
week  until  he  could  «how  us  something.  I  beg  to 
be  excused. 

Alderman  Power— I  think  my  word  ought  to  be 
taken  for  the  way  in  which  the  order  is  offered. 
There  is  no  reason  for  me  to  reiterate  the  state- 
ment. This  order  intends  no  slur  or  stigma  upon 
any  department,  and  I  would  not  have  offered  it 
had  I  not  believed  the  Chairman  would  appoint 
experts  on  the  committee.  I  never  shirk  any 
duty  that  I  feel  belongs  to  me,  and  if  I  pretended 
to  know  anything  ahout  bookkeeping  I  would 
serve  upon  the  committee.  I  assure  gentlemen 
that  no  unkindness  is  meant  towards  any  head  of 
a  department. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  ask  to  be  excused  from 
serving  upon  the  committee. 

The  Chairman— In  the  appointment  of  the  oom- 
mittee  the  Chair  selected  the  only  members  whom 
hek'jew  to  be  familiar  with  bookkeeping.  Un- 
doubtedly there  are  otheis. 

The  Board  refused  to  excuse  Alderman  Steb- 
bins.       » 

Alierman  Bigelow— I  trad  no  idea  until  today 
that  this  order  was  to  be  offered.  I  think,  as 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, that  some  changes  might  be  suggest- 
ed, and  it  has  been  thought  proper  to  appoint  a 
special  committee]  to  see  what  changes  are  re- 
quired. Some  suggestions  have  been  made  in  re- 
gard to  changes  in  the  system  of  keeping  books 
in  the  Treasury  Department.  The  present  book- 
keeper there  is  very  competent,  but  his  system  is 
very  peculiar ;  he  understands  it  and' is  very  cor- 
rect. But  it  has  been  thought  by  some  members 
of  the  committee  that  it  might  be  improved.  No 
unkind  feeling  is  intended  by  this  order;  it  is 
a  question,  merely  a  question,'as  to  the  expediency 
of  keeping  books' in  a  certain  way. 

Sent  clown. 

SOUTH  BOSTON  RAILROAD. 

On  motion  ot  Alderman  Burrage,  the  order 
granting  a  location  to  South  Boston  Railroad  in 
Washington,  Milk  and  Hawley  streets,  was  taken 
from  the  table. 

Alderman  Burrage— The  granting  of  this  loca- 
tion seems  to  be  the  first  step  towards  the  solution 
of  this  railroad  problem.  It  is  desirable  that  the 
tracks  should  be  laid  as  soon  as  the  frost  is  out  of 
the  ground,  so  that  we  may  arrange  these  whole 
rouces,  which  cainot  be  done  if  this  order  is  with- 
drawn. 

Alderman  Stebbins  —  Are  we  to  understand 
that  the  company  will  not  build  this  track  if  they 
are  compelled  to  run  alltneii  cars  over  that  routs? 
If  that  is  so,  why  pass  this  order? 

Alderman  Burrage— I  don't  understand  that  any 
decision  das  been  made.  I  didn't  understand  the 
Chairman  to  say  that. 
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Alderman  Stebbins— He  conveyed  that  impres- 
sion. 

Alderman  Burrage— That  may  be  the  case.  They 
desire  to  have  this  location,  and  the  restrictions 
will  come  up  afterwards. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  bave  it  from  a  director  of 
the  road  that  they  don't  propose  to  abandon  the 
Cornbill  route.  Tbere  is  a  way  to  reacn  the  same 
result.  We  can  give  this  location  to  another  com- 
pany. I  should  like  some  comprehensive  plan,, 
and  not  try  co  remedy  this  thing  by  piecemeal. 

Alderman  Burrage — We  cannot  compel  roads  to 
run  through  a  street  unless  a  track  is  laid,  and  we 
can  do  so  when  the  track  is  down.  1'he  Metro- 
politan road  have  petitioned  for  a  track  in  Wash- 
ington street,  from  Milk  to  Summer  street.  I 
think  we  had  better  grant  this  location, 
and  if  the  South  Boston  road  don't  accept  it  we 
will  Ut  some  other  corporation  lay  down  the 
track.  We  desire  to  have  the  thing  in  such  a  con- 
dition that  we  can  get  at  it.  We  cannot  prescribe 
routes  until  the  tracks  are  laid. 

Alderman  Power— The  gentleman  wants  the 
whole  difficulty  remedied  at  once,  There  must  be 
a  beginning  somewhere.  This  will  take  half  the 
cars  off  Tjemout  street,  and  everybody  knows  it 
will  be  a  great  relief.  Then,  if  it  is  necessary,  it 
is  in  the  power  of  the  Bo?rd  to  prescribe  what 
route  the  cars  shall  run  on.  The  company  say  that 
if  compelled  to  take  all  their  cars  off  Coin  hill, 
they  would  rather  not  accept  this  location.  They 
feel  certain  it  will  diminish  the  evil.  They  ex- 
pect to  be  allowed  to  run  some  of  their  cars  near 
the  northern  depots.  Unless  this  track  is  laid, 
you  cannot  compel  them  to  run  in  those  streets. 

Alderman  Prescott — Have  this  Board  full  pow- 
ers to  compel  them  to  run  all  their  cars  upon  this 
route  ? 

Alderman  Power— As  I  understand  it,  the  Board- 
have  power  to  stop  their  cars  anywheie,  whether 
at  Boylstou  or  Beach  street,  or  Federal-street 
bridge. 

Alderman  Worthiugton — No  question  about  it. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  have  heard  a  contrary 
opinion  expressed  by  those  who  are  competent  to 
ludge.  It  seems  to  roe  that  this  is  remedying  the 
matter  by  piecemeal.  It  is  strange  that  wheu  we 
discuss  this  matter  heie  the  blocks  in  £he  streets 
cease.  The  South  Boston  road  have  been  running 
up  Washington  street  to  Temple  place  this  winter, 
where  a  location  has  never  been  granted  them.  I 
must  say  I  am  suspicious  of  the  way  it  comes  be- 
fore the  Board. 

Alderman  Power— The  South  Boston  road  runs 
some  400  cars  round  this  circuit,  and  if  they  take 
off  half  that  number  it  must  be  a  great  relief  to 
the  street.  There  must  be  a  beginning  some- 
wheie.  If  geutlemen  think  this  is  an  improper 
location,  vote  against  it. 

Alderman  Burrage — About  thirty  cars  an  hour 
are  run  round  Cornhill  by  the  South  Boston  com- 


pany, and  a  beginning  must  be  made  somewhere. 
When  this  track  is  down,  I  think  we  can  b'ing 
forward  a  plau  that  will  satisfy  the  Alderman, 
and  I  don't  see  how  we  can  do  anything  till  it.  is 
laid. 

A  motion  to  lav  on  the  table,  by  Alderaian  Pres- 
cott, was  rejected  and  the  Older  was  passed. 

STREET-  SWEEPING  MACHINES. 

Alderman  Power  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
whereby  an  order  was  passed  fc  purchase  of 
eight  street-sweeping  machines,  at  a  cost  not  ex- 
ceeding $400  for  each  machiue,  and  to  allow  time 
to  give  information  to  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health,  he  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to 
reconsider  on  the  table.    Carried. 

SUPPLIES  FOE  PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott  the  Board  took 
up  the  ordinance  to  amend  the  ordinance  relating 
to  public  institutions,  by  striking  out  from  the 
seventh  section  [Ordinances,  pagt>  403]  all  words 
between  ''price"  in  the  fourth  line  and  "no"  in  the 
eighteenth  line ;  also  by  inserting  in  the  eighth 
section,  after  the  word  "expenditure"  in  the  third 
line,  the  words  "and  receipts  in  detail  for  the  pre- 
ceding quarter." 

Alderman  Prescott  read  the  folio  wing  section  of 
the  ordinance  it  was  proposed  to  strike  oat: 

"When  the  supplies  or  materials  to  be  obtained 
exceed  ui  value  the  sum  of  $300,  the  Board  shall 
advertise  in  the  newspapers  employed  by  the  city 
to  publish  if*  advertisements  for  sealed  proposals 
to  furnish  such  supplies  or  materials,  describing 
particularly  the  quality  and  quantity  required, 
and  the  times  and  places  of  delivery.  Such  pro- 
posals as  may  be  received  shall  be  opened  at  a 
public  meeting  of  the  Board,  and  the  contracts 
shall  be  awarded  to  the  lowest  bidder;  provided, 
the  Board  shall  deem  it  for  the  best  interest  of  the 
city;  and  the  person  contracting  shall  furnish  sat- 
isfactory sectuity  tor  the  faithful  performance  of 
his  contract." 

He  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  the  following: 

"When  fuel  is  to  be  obtained  for  either  of  the 
public  instftutions  exceeding  in  value  the  sum  of 
$1000  the  Board  shall  advertise  for  proposals  to 
furnish  the  same,  and  shall  contract  with  the 
lowest  bidder,  if  the  Board  deem  it  for  the  inter- 
est of  the  city  so  to  do." 

Alderman  Burrage — Does  n't  that  leave  it  en- 
tirely to  their  discretion? 

Alderman  Prescott— It  obliges  them  to  adver- 
tise, and.  if  the  interest  of  the  city  admits,  to 
contract  with  the  lowest  bidder. 

The  amendment  was  adopted — 9  for,  2  against — 
and  the  order  as  amended  was  passed. 

Sent  down. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy,  to 
tomorrow  evening  at  seven  o'clock. 
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Adjourned  meeting  at  7  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alderman 
Claik,  Chairmar.,  presiding. 

CENTENNIAL  OBSERVANCE. 

Alderman  Vile?  offered  tbe  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  cause  to  be 
placed  in  the  steeple  of  the  old  North  Cnut  ch  two 
lights,  on  the  evening  of  April  18th,  it  being  the 
centennial  anniversary  of  the  time  that  Paul  Re- 
vere caused  them  to  be  placed  there  to  warn  the 
inhabitants  of  the  surrounding  country  of  the 
movements  of  the  British  Aimv  towards  Lexing- 
ton and  Concord;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  the  Fire  Department. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

THE  NEW  CHARTER. 

The  Board  went  into  committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  new  charter,  and  Alderman  Prescott  submit- 
ted an  amendment  for  tie  rt organization  of  the 
School  Committee,  which,  after  discussion,  was 
adopted- 


It  provides  that  tbe  Mayor,  with  tbe  approval  of 
the  City  Council,  shall  appoint  fittien  persons,  not 
members  of  the  City  Council,  to  coustitute  tbe 
Board  of  Education,  to  serve  without  compensa- 
tion. The  membeis  of  the  School  Committee  hold- 
ing office  in  the  year  1876  shall  continue  to  hold 
office  until  the  first  Monday  m  May  of  that  year, 
when  their  term  shall  terminate.  The  board  shall 
have  a  Secretary  not  of  their  own  number,  an  Au- 
diting Clerk,  and  such  other,  subordinate  officers 
as  they  may  d;em  expedient,  amd  shall  define 
their  duties,  fix  their  compensation  aod  remove 
them  at  pleasure.  The  boara  shall  have  tbe  suspen- 
sion and  direction  of  the  public  schools,  and 
shall  have  the  powers  and  peifoim  tbe 
duties  in  relation  to  tbe  caie  and  man- 
agement of  schools,  which  the  selectmen  of 
towns  rr  school  committees  are  now  author- 
ized or  required  by  law  to  perform,  except 
so  far  as  they  may  be  changed  or  modified  by  the 
act.  They  may  eieet  teachers  and  may  discharge 
those  now  in  office  as  well  as  those  hereafter  elect- 
ed. They  may  appoint  janitors  for  the  school- 
bouses,  fix  their  compensation,  designate  their 
duties  and  uischarge  them  at  pleasure.  They 
shall  elect  a  Superintendent  of  Schools  and  a 
Board  of  Supervisors,  consisting  of  not  less  than 
three  nor  more  than  six  members,  and  shall  de- 
fine their  duties  aud  fix  their  compensation. 

The  committee  rose  at  10  P.  M.  and  the  Board 
adjourned  to  tomorrow  evening  at  seven  o'clock 
P.M. 
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Regular  weekly  meeting  at  7y2  o'clock  P.  M., 
Halsey  J.  Boardniaii,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Various  petitions  were  referred. 

Reports  of  Inspector  of  Lighters,  and  Chief  of 
Police  in  regard  to  free  soup.    Piucea  on  tie. 

Mayor's  message  appointing  Charles  F.  Choate, 
J.  F.Osgood  and  Edward  S.  "Wood  as  Gas  Com- 
missioners.   Placed  on  rile. 

The  report  nominating  Trustees  of  Mt.  Hope 
Cemetery  came  down  recommitted,  with  instruc- 
lions  to  nominate  a  candidate  in  place  of  F.  A. 
Peters,  who  declines  to  serve.    Concurred. 

Report",  leave  to  withdraw,  on  petitions— 1.  Of 
Wiiiiarn  Bobrmann,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
ages to  his  property  by  the  Fire  Department  2. 
Of  Patrick  M.  Kitieber,  to  be  paid  for  damages 
from  an  alleged  defect  in  the  public  streat.  Sev- 
erally accepted. 

Order  to  close  tbe  City  Departments  at  noon  on 
Monday.  19th  April.    Passed. 

Order  for  thri  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  to 
cause  the  bell'  of  the  Maverick  Congregational 
Society  to  be  rung  at  the  usual  morning,  noon, 
and  evening  hours.    Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction 
recommending  the  passage  of  the  order  for  a 
transfer  of  $19,296.44  from  the  appropriation  for 
"School  Instructor?"  to  that  for  "'School  Expen- 
ses, School  Committee."  Report  accepted,  and 
said  order  passed  in  concunence — yeas  60,  nays  0. 

Report  and  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance  in 
relation  to  public  institutions.  Laid  on  the  table 
and  ordered  to  be  printed,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Kim- 
ball of  Ward  6. 

Report  nominating  Thomas  Gogin  and  Charles 
R.  McLean  as  members  of  the  Cochituate  Water 
Board  for  two  years,  and  certificate  of  the  election 
of  such  persons  as  said  officers,  by  the  other 
branch.  Report  accepted,  and  nominations  laid 
over. 

An  invitation  for  Mayor  and  Aldermen  to  at- 
tend memorial  service  at  the  Music  Hall  on  the 
Sunday  preceding  Decoration  Day  by  Charles  Rus- 
sell Lowell  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  c;ane  down  to  be  ac- 
cepted in  concurrence. 


Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  suggested  that  it  was  not 
intended  for  ibis  branch,  ani  had  no  business 
here. 

The  President  suggested  that  it  was  pessibly  a 
matter  of  courtesy. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn,  the  iuvitation  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

THE    SYSTEM    OF    KEEPING    THE    CITY    ACCOUNTS. 

An  order  came  down  for  an  examination  into 
tbe  method  of  keeping  accounts  in  the  offices  of 
the  Treasurer  and  Auditor  and  in  other  city  de- 
partments, and  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint 
special  committee  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  wish  to  make  some  in- 
quiiy  as  to  the  necessity  of  this  order,  anc  whether 
anybody  knows  whence  it  originated,  and  what  it 
is.  It  seems  to  me  as  if  the  Liea  is  to  incorporate 
some  new  legislation  about  City  Hall.  It  may  be 
necessary  enough,  but  I  would  like  to  have  some 
rea-'ons  given  for  it.  It  there  is  to  be  a  system  of 
espionage  about  City  Hall,  let  u?  know  it.  If  it  is 
necessary  let  us  know  it.  It  is  the  first  I  have 
heard  ofanvthing  of  the  kind,  and  as  owe  mem- 
ber of  this  Council  I  would  like  to  kuow  what  is 
intended.  I  should  certainly  never  vote  for  an 
order  of  this  kind  unless  sone  good  reason  is 
given  for  it. 

Mr.  Peab^dy  of  Ward  9—1  had  no  baud  in  the 
iutrodui  tion  6f  this  order;  but  being  chairmau 
on  the  part  of  this  branch  of  the  Committee  on 
tbe  Treasury,  I  would  say  that  I  feel  no  sensitive- 
ness at  all  about  it.  On  tbe  contrary  I  feel  per- 
fectly willing  to  have  the  utmost  investigation 
into  the  Treasury  Department,  md  snail  vote  for 
the  orders.  Whenever  any  matter  of  investiga- 
tion coin <ss  up,  I  think  it  is  wise  to  vote  for  it. 
The  principle  is  a  good  one  to  welcome  investiga- 
tions, and  on  the  part  of  the  Treasury  Committee 
I  would  say  chat  we  di  welcome  it. 

Mi.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  would  n't  for  a  monies. t 
be  supposed  to  place  myself  in  opposition  to  any- 
thing like  an  investigation.  1  am  always  ready  to 
meet  anything  of  the  kind.  I  suppose  tbere  must 
be  some  reason  for  it.  We  certainly  have  an  able 
Finance  Commitree,  and,  green  though  I  be,  I 
had  supposed  it  was  their  business,  their  inhei  ent 
right  to  examine  all  matters  in  regard  to  the  de- 
partments unrier  their  management.  If  it 
is  aimed  at  any  one  department,  why  let 
us  know  it,  and  let  us  know  whether  it  in- 
cludes other  departments.  It  is  entirely  fresh  to 
me.  I  don't  propose  to  object  to  it,  but  am  only 
aking  for  in  formation.  There  is  undoubtedly  some 
rsason  for  it,  ar  d  I  would  like  to  have  that  reason 
stated.  We  are  here  to  attend  to  the  public  busi- 
ness.   If  the  department  accounts  are  not   kept 
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straight  let  us  say  so  here,  in  open  Council,  and 
let  the  blame  fall  where  it  will. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9— It  seems  to]  me  that  the 
gentleman  labors  under  some  misapprehension  as 
to  the  uature  of  that  order,  as  1  understand  it. 
He  speats  of  it  as  a  matter  of  investigation.  I 
don't  so  understand  it.  It  is  simply  that  the  ac- 
counts of  the  various  depaitments  have  grown  up 
from  the  day  of  small  things — from  a  time  when 
they  were  much  less  m  magnitude  than  now.  The 
amount  of  the  cirv's  accounts  is  very  large  and 
rapidly  increasing.  In  connection  with  Treasurer's 
and  Auditor's  departments  are  also  the  accounts 
of  all  the  public  institutions.  A.S  I  understand 
it,  the  sole  object  of  that  order  is  to  ascertain 
whether  the  system  is  simple  and  efficacious,  and 
whether  all  these  accounts  a>  e  entered  in  such  a 
shape  as  to  be  readily  understood,  and  -whether 
all  the  proper  checks  are  upon  them.  I  under- 
stood that  that  is  the  sole  object  of  the  o»der,  and 
that  it  is  not  a  hit  at  any  department. 

Mr  Train  of  Ward  13— It  seems  to  me,  sir,  that, 
as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  says,  there  should 
be  some  speoific  reason  given  for  this  examina- 
tion. It  seems  to  cast  a  reflection  or  implies  that 
something  wrong  has  been  discovered.  I  cannot 
look  at  it  in  any  other  light,  and  I  consider  it  the 
duty  of  the  committee  to  state  whether  they  have 
discovered  a  descrepancy  in  any  of  the  accounts. 
Give  us  some  idea  of  what  we  are  to  vote  for.  I 
cannot  vote  for  an  order  to  examiue  the  accounts 
of  the  Auditor  or  Treasurer  on  general  principles. 
If  there  is  the  least  suspicion,  any  laxity  in  the 
keeping  of  accounts,  let  it  be  explained. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5—1  move  that  the  order  lie 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9— I  hope  that  couise  will 
not  be  taken.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  13  says 
that  reasons  ought  to  be  given  for  it.  Itis  obvious 
that  in  an  order  of  this  kind  it  might  not  be  wise 
to  invite  discussion  upon  it,  because  that  very 
discussion  would  make  whatever  could  be  dis- 
agreeable in  the  nature  of  such  a  thing.  There  is 
nothing  disagreeable  in  the  order  itself;  as  I  un- 
derstand it  nothing  is  intended  to  be  so.  The  gen- 
tleman assumes  that  there  is  some  reason  for 
it.  If  he  assumes  that,  why  cannot  he 
act  upon  that  assumption,  without  inviting  dis- 
cussion upon  a  thing  that  perhaps  had  better  not 
be  discussed?  At  this  time,  when  there  is  a  va- 
cancy in  the  Treasury  Department,  and  there  is 
no  doubt  as  to  the  best  mode  of  remodelling 
that  department,  as  has  been  suggested  in  the 
new  charter,  and  for  the  reason  that  I  gave 
when  I  was  up  before,  that  no  such  examination 
has  been  made  for  a  great  many  years,  I 
think  it  would  be  wise  for  the  Council  to  pass 
this  order.  So  far  as  I  understand  it,  it  is  not, 
I  repeat,  in  the  nature  of  an  investigation, 
or  what  is  commonly  understood  by  that  term. 
I  do  not  understand  that  it  is  proposed  to  exam- 
ine the  books  to  see  if  the  cash  is  correct,  or 
anything  of  the  kind;  but  to  do  just  what  has 
been  stated— to  see  if  the  system  of  keeping  the 
accounts  is  the  most  practical  one. 

Mr.  Osborne  of  Ward  8—1  thick  the  Treasury 
Committee  is  capable  of  attending  to  that  matter. 
They  have  studied  into  the  matter  and  given  at- 
tention to  it.  If  there  are  any  suggestions  as  to 
improving!  the  system,  I  don't  know  that  the 
special  committee  can  make  them  any  better  than 
the  regular  committee. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  "Ward  5  moved  to  refer  the  order 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Treasury  Department 
and  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  K-imball  of  Ward  6—1  do  not  know  why  this 
order  was  introduced  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
but  I  can  see  that  if  this  matter  is  to  be  looked 
into  it  is  much  better  to  appoint  a  special  commit- 
tee, in  order  that  their  recommendations  may  be 
alike  as  to  all  the  departments.  I  should  judge 
from  what  I  have  heaid  that  the  intention  is  to 
Simplify  tne  keeping  of  the  accounts  in  City  Hall, 
so  that  there  shall  be  a  common  method  of  keep- 
ing: the  accounts  in  all  the  departments.  I  hope 
the  special  committee  will  be  appointed,  and  that 
the  order  will  not  go  to  two  or  three  committees. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— We  are  getting  some  little 
information  upon  this  matter.  I  have  been  in- 
formed by  members  of  the  City  Government  that 
we  have  now  one  of  the  best  systems  in  the  world 
for  keeping  accounts.  If  this  is  aimed  at  any 
one  department  or  officer,  it  ought  to  be  bi  ought 
out  now.  I  am  opposed  to  secret  investigation,  to 
having  committers  sit  in  secret.  I  am  opposed  to 
the  present  system  of  having  Star  Chamber  inves- 
tigations of  the  police.    I  think  that  in  a  republi- 


can form  of  government  such  as  that  which  has 
given  us  our  charter,  if  a  charge  is  made 
against  a  policeman  —and  this  is  only  by  way  of 
lilusti  ation— that  the  examination  should  be 
made  before  the  public.  It  is  true  that  we  have 
nothing  to  do  with  it,  although  we  ought  to  have,  in 
my  judgment;  there  never  should  be  a  committee 
in  this  City  Hall  that  is  not  a  joint  committee. 
We  are  elected  upon  the  same  ticket  with  the 
members  of  the  other  branch,  to  serve  the  city  at 
the  same  time,  and  in  my  judgment  there  should 
be  none  but  joint  committees.  I  am  illustrating  this 
matter  at  the  present  time,  because  I  am  opposed  to 
secret  sessions.  If  there  is  reason  to  make  a  char  sre 
against  any  one  department,  bring  it  before  the 
people.  If  there  is  a  culprit,  bring  him  before 
this  tribunal;  but  I  am  opposed  to  this  secret 
business.  I  am  opposed  to  having  some  one  rise 
in  his  place— it  has  not  been  done  in  this  case  be- 
cause the  order  comes  from  the  other  branch — to 
charge  that  any  department  needs  investigation 
because  it  is  not  stated  what  that  department  is. 
It  is  aimed  at  something.  If  there  is  a  culprit, 
bring  him  before  the  whole  City  Council  and  the 
public.  I  would  n't  have  any  secret,  Star 
Chamber  trial  of  policemen.  If  a  policeman  is 
charged  with  being  derelict  he  should  be  exam- 
ined publicly.  I  think  any  man  would  rather  be 
examined  in  a  star  chamber  than  before  the  whole 
public.  I  merely  take  the  case  of  a  police- 
man, because  it  is  the  practice  heie  to  ex- 
amine them  in  private.  Now,  if  there  is  to 
be  an  investigation  of  any  department  it  should 
be  before  the  whole  public.  1  don't 
know  what  the  intention  of  the  committee 
is.  I  have  been  told  that  the  books  in  all 
the  important  departments  are  properly  and 
well  kept.  If  any  one  is  derelict  let  us 
know  it.  That  order  means  something  or 
nothing.  What  department  is  aimed  at?  What 
books  are  kept  right,  and  what  are  not  kept 
right?  Is  the  system  of  double  entry  to  be  car- 
ried out  in  these  departments  in  oroer  to  have 
proper  cheeks  and  balances?  If  so,  say  so.  Say 
what  it  is.  I  don't  wish  to  stifle  investigation  at 
all.  I  will  go  further  than  any  other  man  in  in- 
vestigation, but  I  want  to  know  where  the  trouble 
is. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9—1  am  not  disposed  to 
press  the  passage  of  this  order;  but  I  wish  to  cor- 
rect the  course  which  the  discussion  has  taken. 
This  is  so  simple  and  judicious  a  matter  that  it 
seems  to  me  to  be  unfortunate  that  those  who  op- 
pose the  passage  of  the  order  should  think 
that  it  covers  something  that  does  not  ap- 
pear. That  assumption  is  entirely  gratui- 
tous. WTiat  was  said  by  the  gentleman  covers 
the  whole  question.  The  object  of  the  order 
seems  to  be  lo  ascertain  if  we  have  or  can  have  a 
system  that  is  harmonious  in  all  its  parts.  By  re- 
ferring to  the  committees  of  different  depart- 
ments, the  thing  could  not  be  reached  at  all.  The 
only  way  in  which  the  spirit  of  that  order  can  be 
carried  out  is  to  refer  it  to  a  select  committee.  It 
is  to  make  an  examination,  not  an  investigation. 
They  are  simply  to  examine  the  present  system 
and  see  if  it  is  the  most  practical  one. 

Mr.  Train's  motion  to  refer  was  lost. 

Mr.  Train  moved  to  refer  the  order  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  where  it  originated. 

Mr.  Sampson  of  Ward  10— The  gentleman  is  in 
error  in  saying  the  order  originated  in  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance;  it  didn't  come  from  that  com- 
mittee. I  think  that  members  are  wandering 
away  from  the  subject.  This  is  simply  to  see 
whether  or  not  we  have  the  best  system  of  keep- 
ing the  accounts.  We  have  grown  to  be  a  large 
institution,  and  it  is  highly  important  that  the 
best  system  of  bookkeeping  should  be  adopted. 
As  I  understand  it,  it  is  proposed  to  have  a  com- 
mittee of  experts,  gentlemen  familiar  with  ac- 
counts, as,  perhaps,  all  the  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Accounts  are  not.  I  can  see  no  harm 
in  it. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13—1  don't  wish  to  be  cap- 
tious ;  I  wish  to  have  it  fairly  and  squarely  set- 
tled. If  the  Committee  on  Finance  are  not  com- 
petent to  make  the  examination,  no  committee 
are,  for  I  am  proud  of  the  Committee  on  Finance 
this  year.  If  it  is  proposed  to  make  an  examina- 
tion and  not  an  investigation,  that  Finance  Com- 
mittee is  the  proper  one  to  refer  it  to. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  lost,  and  the  order  was 
passed  in  concurrence. 

The  President  joined  Messrs.  Jaques  of  Ward 
9,  Lappen  of  Ward  12,  and  Howes  of  Ward  11  to 
the  committee. 
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THE  APPROPRIATION    BILL. 

The  orders  for  the  specific  appropriations  and 
laying  a  tax  (City  Document,  No.  37)  came  down 
with  the  following  amendments: 

Page  9— Insert  "Maiden  Bridge,  to  rebuild, 
$70,000." 

Page  11— "School  Expenses,  School  Committee," 
strike  out  $114000.00,"  and  insert  "$105,000.00"; 
and  alter  the  footing  for  Softools  and  School- 
houses  to  "$1,753,700." 

Page  12— Make  the  grand  total  of  appropria- 
tions $12,302,305. 

Page  14 — In  the  orders  laying  a  specific  tax, etc., 
strike  out  "$9,658,187,"  and  insert  "$9,721,016." 

The  question  was  taken  first  on  the  amend ment 
for  rebuilding  Maiden  Bridge,  $70,000. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9— When  this  appropria- 
tion bill  came  before  the  Council  as  a  whole  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  with  such 
as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  that  commit- 
tee held  a  meeting  and  considered  all  the  items. 
The  appropriation  in  regard  to  this  bridge  caused 
a  great  deal  of  discussion,  and  finally  the  commit- 
tee sent  forthe  EQgineer  and  examined  him  very 
thoroughly  upon  the  state  of  Maiden  Bridge.  The 
committee  finally  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it 
would  not  be  wi=e  to  repair  Chelsea  Bridge  and 
build  Maiden  Bridge  in  the  same  summer,  but 
to  appropriate  money  for  Chelsea  Bridge  and  the 
Meridian-street  draw.  It  went  te  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  in  that  form,  and  they  inserted  $70,000 
for  Maiden  Bridge.  I  think  the  committee  were 
judicious,  and  I  hope  we  shall  now  concur  m  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20 — I  fully  concur  in  what 
the  gentleman  said  in  reference  to  economy,  and 
I  don't  wish  to  spend  one  dollar  unless  it  is  neces- 
sary. Maiden  Bridge  is  literally  rotted  by  old 
old  age.  It  was  built  in  1790,  and  is  now  like  the 
man  mending  a  barreluntil  there  was  nothing  left 
of  the  old  barrel  but  the  bunghole.  The  Commit- 
tee on  Bridges  have  reported  $70,000  for  rebuild- 
ing Maiden  Bridge.  The  City  Engineer's  report 
on  page  191  says  that  the  brioge,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  draw,  is  in  an  unsafe  condition;  the 
piles  are  settled  badly.  [Mr.  Sibley  read  a  lengthy 
extract  from  the  report  on  the  sufcject.J  That  is 
the  authority  of  the  City  Engineer.  Now,  gentle- 
men of  the  Council  and  Mr.  President,  if  any  man 
who  believes  in  good  highways  will  take  a  look 
over  Maiden  Bridge,  I  am  sure  he  must  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  something  ought  to  be  done. 
I  suppose  the  Committee  on  Bridges  have  inves- 
tigated this  matter  and  come  to  the  conclusion 
here  laid  down.  I  may  be  much  interested  in  it, 
living  near  there;  but  I  would  not  wish  to  have  a 
dollar  laid  out  unless  I  believed  it  necessary.  I 
hope  the  amendment  will  prevail,  for  I  believe  it 
is  necessary  to  be  done  at  once. 

Mr.  Devereux  of  Ward  22— This  is  a  most  im- 
portant matter,  and  I  hope  the  Council  will  take 
it  into  consideration.  The  majority  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Bridges  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  had 
a  thorough  examination  of  that  bridge  with  the 
City  Engineer,  and  a  majority  of  the  committee 
report  in- favor  of  the  expenditure  as  reported. 
Should  an  accident  occur,  as  the  city  will  be  re- 
sponsible for  the  damage,  it  is  a  most  important 
matter  and  should  be  attended  to  at  once,  and  I 
sincerely  hope  that  the  Councill  will  concur  with 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  their  review  of  this 
case. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— This  is  a  matter  of  more 
importance  than  people  generally  understand. 
Attention  is  called  to  it  in  the  most  direct  and 
positive  manner.  Here  is  a  bridge  exclusive- 
ly controlled  by  the  city  of  Boston  in  an  un- 
safe condition.  As  the  gentleman  has  well 
said,  if  an  accident  occurs  the  city  is  re- 
sponsible. That  bridge  was  built  seventy-five 
years  ago.  I  had  the  honor  last  year  to  De  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Bridges.  I 
know  something  of  this  matter.  At  that  time  it 
was  proposed  that  the  jurisdiction  should  be 
wholly  within  the  city  of  Boston;  it  had  been 
partially  supported  by  Middlesex  County.  The 
proposition  was  made  and  carried  through  the 
Legislature  to  throw  the  whole  matter  upon  the 
city  of  Boston.  Aschairmauof  that  committee, 
my  attention  was  specially  c  s,lled  to  the  unsaf  ety 
of  that  bridge,  and  I  believed  that  repairs  were 
necessary  to  be  made,  and  I  did  what  I  could  in  fur- 
therance of  that  idea,  knowing  that  it  would  come 
to  the  county  of  Suffolk  to  pay  the  expense.  It  was 
made  perfectly  plain  that  that  bridge  was  unsafe 
for  public  travel  and  something  was  necessary 
to  be  done;  and  now  the  attention  of  the  Council 


is  called  directly  to  it,  and  we  have  a  statement, 
which  I  have  n't  heard  before,  that  a  majority  of 
the  committee  are  in  favor  of  this  appropriation 
That  matter  was  discussed  in  the  other  branch, 
which  I  have  no  right  to  criticise  here ;  but  I  have 
my  opinion  about  it.  The  discussion  arose  whether 
there  should  be  a  wooflen  or  an  iron  bridge  built; 
and  after  considerable  labored  discussion  this 
amendment  was  carried.  Now,  sir,  1  believe 
it  is  the  imperative  duty  of  the  City  Gov- 
ernment to  repair  that  bridge.  Since  at- 
tention has  been  called  to  it  in  this  way,  we  are 
more  than  criminal  if  we  do  not  attend  to  it.  It 
is  shovn  that  the  other  bridges  do  not  need  the 
repairs  that  this  one  does,  and  repairs  upon  them 
can  be  well  postponed;  but  it  is  imperatively 
necessary  for  this  bridge  to  be  rebuilt  this  year. 

The  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7—1  am  the  only  mem> 
ber  of  the  school  board  present,  and  I  want  to 
know  why  the  appropriation  for  school  expenses 
is  reduced;  as  we  have  got  into  the  habit  of 
swallowing  appropriation  bills,  I  thought  I  would 
inquire  about  this. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— The  Committee  on  Ac- 
counts of  the  school  board  came  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Instruction  about  the  first  of  the 
year  and  asked  for  an  appropriation  of  $124,200 
for  incidental  expenses.  The  committee  investi- 
gated the  matter  very  thoroughly,  and  made  up 
their  minds  that  the  school  board  ought  to  get 
along  with  a  smaller  amount,  and  the  committee 
reduced  the  appropriation  $10,200.  One  of  the 
reasoas  stated  by  the  Committee  on  Accounts 
for  asking  for  so  large  an  amount  was 
that  it  had  been  an  excessively  hard  winter, 
and  that  a  large  amount  of  books  had  been 
purchased  lor  indigent  children,  and  quite 
a  large  bill  remained  unpaid,  and  that  a  portion 
of  this  appropriation  was  to  be  used  to  liquidate 
that  bill — that  is,  that  the  bils  for  last  year's  books 
were  to  be  taken  out  of  this  appropriation.  The 
committee  felt,  notwithstanding  that  statement, 
that  the  amount  could  be  reduced  and  the  school 
board  could  still  have  sufficient  money  for  the 
year.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Council  a  week  ago 
last  Thursday  night  a  request  came  in  from  the 
school  board  asking  for  a  transfer  from 
the  appropriation  for  Salaries  of  $19,296.44 
to  that  for  School  Expenses,  in  order 
to  liquidate  these  outstanding  and  unpaid 
bills;  the  matter  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance;  it  was  concurred  in  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  and  the  Committee  on  Finance  re- 
ported back  at  the  same  meeting  an  order  trans- 
ferring that  amount  from  the  appropriation  for 
Salaries  to  that  for  Incidentals.  It  was  passed  in 
the  Board,  and  then  came  to  the  Council,  and, 
upon  my  motion,  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Instruction.  They  had  a  meeting  yes- 
terday and  considered  it,  and  felt  that  it  was 
better  for  them  to  go  iuto  the  next  year  out  of 
debt;  but  if  we  paid  up  all  their  bills,  the  appro- 
priation for  the  coming  year  should  be  reduced  in 
a  like  amount.  It  is  to  carry  out  the  views  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  who  feel  that 
this  item  is  too  laige  We  have  accordingly  re- 
duced that  appropriation  $19,200  for  t\ie  coming 
year  and  lecomniended  the  transfer  of  this 
amount  from  last  year's  appropriation  for  Sala- 
ries to  that  for  Incidentals,  in  order  that  they  may 
commence  the  present  year  out  of  debt. 

All  the  amendments  were  concurred  in. 

CENTENNIAL  OBSERVANCE. 

An  order  came  from  the  other  branch  for  the 
Mayor  to  place  two  lights  in  the  steeple  of  the  Old 
North  Church,  on  the  evening  of  April  18,  it  being 
the  centennial  anniversary  of  Paul  Revere's  sig- 
nals of  the  movements  of  the  British  Army 
towards  Lexington  and  Concord.  Passed  in  con- 
currence. 

ELECTIONS. 

The  f ollowina'  elections  were  held : 
Trustees  of  Public  Library.  Certificate  of  the 
election  for  three  years  of  William  W.  Greenough 
and  Richard  Frothingham  as  Trustees  of  the  Pub- 
lic Library.  Messrs.  Perkins  of  Ward  16,  Stacey 
of  Ward  21,  and  Hicks  of  Ward  8  were  the  com- 
mittee to  collect  and  count  votes.  They  report- 
ed- 
Whole  number  ot  votes 48 

Necessary  to  a  choice 25 

W.  W.  Greenough 47 

Richard  Frothingham 45 

H.  P.  Shattuek 1 

John  C.  Coombs. 1 

J.  W.  Steere 1 
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And  Messrs.  Greenongh   and  Frothingham  were 
declared  elected  in  concurrence. 

Trustees  of  City  Hospital.  Certificate  of  elec- 
tion of  William  A.  Rust  and  William  H.  Kent,  to 
fill  vacancies  occurring  in  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  the  Citv  Hospital  on  the  first  Monday  in  May. 

Messrs.  Cawley  of  Ward  2,  Burgess  of  Ward  3, 
and  Hiscock  of  Ward  13  were  the  committee  to 
collecr  and  count  votes.    They  reported — 

Whole  number  of  votes 62 

Necessarvfor  a  choice 32 

Wm.  H.Emery 39 

Wm.  H.  Keut 49 

Wm.  A.  Rust 36 

Mr.  Kent  was  declared  elected  in  concurrence, 
and  Mr.  Emery  in  non-concurrence.  Cercificate 
sent  down. 

Directors  of  East  fioston  Ferries.  Certificate 
of  election  of  Charles  Stanwood  and  Samuel  B. 
Hopkins  as  Directors  of  the  East.  Boston  Terries 
at  large  for  two  years.  Messrs,  Willcutt  of  Ward 
17,  Rice  of  Ward  19,  and  Murray  of  Ward  3  were 
the  committee  to  collect  and  count  the  votes. 
They  reported — 

Whole  number  of  votes 69 

Necessary  to  a  choice 31 

Charles  Stanwood 60 

Samuel  B.  Hopkins 56 

J.  Kelley 1 

Major  J.  J.  Hart 1 

C.K.  McLean '. 1 

Jeremiah    Harrigan 1 

And  Messrs.    Stanwood   and   Hopkins  were  de- 
clared elected  in  concurrence. 

Directors  of  Public  Institutions.  Certificate  of 
election  of  Svlvanus  A.  Denio,  James  K.  Fagin 
and  William  Sayward  as  Directors  of  Public  Insti- 
tutions at  large  for  three  years  from  the  first 
Monday  in  May. 

A  motion  to  postpone  an  election  till  the  next 
meeting,  by  Mr.  Wtiitmore  of  Ward  4,  was  lost. 

Messrs.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  Newton  of  Ward  14, 
and    Coyle     of    Ward   13   were   the    committee 
to   collect   and   count    votes.      They   reported- 
Whole  number  of  votes  cast 62 

Necessary  to  a  choice 32 

Benjamin  Dean 47 

James  K.  Fagin 38 

Frederick  Pease 32 

William  Sayward 24 

S.  A.  Denio 30 

Harr'son  Loring 4 

Moses  B.  Tower 2 

LeonardR.  Cutter 1 

William  H.  Kent 1 

F.  A.  Peters 1 

Mr.  Fagin  was  declared  elected  in  concurrence, 
and  Messrs.  Dean  and  Pease  in  non-concunence. 
Certificate  sent.  up. 

Order  for  an  expenditure  of  not  exceeding  $500 
in  f  uinisbing  and  fitting  up  the  armory  of  Com- 
pany D,  Fourth  Battalion.  Passed— yeas  54,  nays 
0.    Sent  up. 

Order  to  allow  $200  to  the  commander  of  each 
post  of  the  G.  A.  R.  in  Boston,  towards  the  ex- 
pense of  Decoration  Day.  Amended,  on  motion 
or  Mr.  Trull  of  Ward  20,  hy  including  the  N.  P. 
Banks  Veteran  Army  and  Navy  Corps,  and  passed 
—yeas  54,  nays  0.    Sent  up. 

Order  authorizing  contracts  for  building  the 
aqueduct  between  Sudbury  River  and  the  Chest- 
nut Hill  Reservoir,  and  tor  constructing  three 
reservoirs  and  the  works  connected  therewith,  in 
accordance  with  tbe  order  of  Feb.  26,  1875;  pro- 
viding that  the  estimated  expense  of  said  con- 
tracts, including  those  entered  into  under  said 
order,  shall  not  exceed  $4,500,000  (City  Doc.  No. 
44,1875.;  Passed  in  concurrence -yeas  54,  nays  3. 
Messrs.  Harrigan  of  Ward  1,  Trull  of  Ward  20,  and 
Kelley  of  Ward  21  voting  nay. 

COURTESY  TO  THE   PRESIDENT. 

The  order  for  the  Mayor  to  extend  the  hospitali- 
ty of  the  city  to  the  President  came  up  as  unfin- 
ished business. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9  moved  to  amend  by  sub- 
stituting the  following : 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  tender  the  hospitalities  of  the  city  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States  and  the  members 
of  his  Cabinet,  on  the  occasion  of  their  visit  to 
this  State  for  the  purpose  of  attending  tbe  centen- 
nial celebrations  at  Concord  and  Lexington  ;  any 
expenses  incurred  thereby  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Incidentals. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9— Undoubtedly  the  Coun- 
cil would  wish  to  do  everything  in  its  power  to 
pay  proper  respect  to  these  distinguished  visitors, 
but  it  is  well  understood  that  tbe  State  Govern- 


ment has  already  taken  measures  for  their  recep- 
tion and  has  sent  a  committee  to  invite  them  here 
as  the  guests  of  the  State.  It  seems  to  me, 
therefore,  that  if  the  city  undertakes  the  same 
thing  by  a  separate  committee  the  confusion  which 
might  arise  between  the  two  would  cause  our 
guests,  perhaps,  more  embarrassment  and  dis- 
comfort than  anything  that  might  be  done  by  one 
oommittee;  and,  of  course,  as  nearly  one-half  the 
expense  incurrea  by  the  State  is  paid  by  this  city,  it 
is,  peihaps,  a  consideration  to  avoid  the  extra  ex- 
pense of  two  separate  ways  of  doing  the  same 
thing.  If  the  proposed  substitute  is  adopted  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  would  be  able  to  tender  to  our 
visitors  any  hospitalities  that  might  be  agreeable 
to  them. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7— I  move  to  amend  by 
inserting  after  the  word  "Mayoi,"  "the  Chairman 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  the  President  of 
theCominoa  Council."  I  think  that  the  idea  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  is  an  excellent 
one — that  there  is  no  need  whatever  of  this 
extra  committee.  The  State  has  already  ex- 
tended an  invitation  to  the  President,  and  he 
ha3  signified  bis  intention  to  accept  the 
hospitalities  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts.  The 
affair  will  be  conducted  by  a  State  committee, 
and  I  think  that  the  Mayor,  the  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  and  the  President  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  can  do  all  that  is  necessary  in  behalf 
of  the  city. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9 — I  accept  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  —  1  must  say  that  I 
am  somewhat  surprised  at  this  proposition. 
There  never  yet— geotleniea  may  laugh — but 
go  back  with  me  in  history;  it  never  has  been 
known,  sir,  in  the  history  of  this  country,  when 
his  Excellency  the  President  of  the  United  States 
came  to  Boston,  that  he  was  not  received  by  a 
large  and  honorable  committee  of  the  City  Gov- 
ernment. Why,  even  when  Andy  Johnson  came 
heie  tj  attend  a  Masonic  celebration,  no  such 
proposition  as  this  was  made.  It  was  an  excellent 
occasion,  but  even  in  a  Masonic  celebration,  a 
highly  honorable  and  large  committee  of  the 
City  Government  was  appointed  to  take  care 
of  his  Excellency  and  provide  for  him  in  every 
way.  Now,  sir,  why  should  we  depart  from  that 
invariable  rule?  I  have  as  high  a  respect  as  any 
man  in  the  world  for  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  and 
for  you,  sir,  and  for  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  but  I  say,  notwithstanding  all  that, 
this  is  not  showing  proper  respect  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States;  and  I  am  sur- 
prised at  tbe  proposition.  Who  objects? 
Do  the  people  object?  No,  sir;  they 
delight  to  honor  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  even  though  he  be  U.  S.  Grant. 
No  man  in  the  Commonwealth  labored  harder 
than  I  did  for  his  election,  the  first  time;  nobody 
would  go  farther  to  honor  him  as  the  President  of 
the  Uhited  States  than  I.  We  do  not  take  U.  S. 
Grant,  but  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
He  is  entitled  to  the  honor  which  belongs  to  one 
who  holds  that  office,  and  to  as  high  and  honor- 
able a  committee  as  this  Government  can  appoint. 
I  am  sorry  to  s-ee  this  proposition.  It  will  lessen 
the  respect  of  tbe  people,  not,  sir,  because  it 
is  a  proposition  to  substitute  his  Honor  the  May- 
or, the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Alderman  and 
the  President  of  the  Common  Council;  but,  sir, 
from  the  fact  that  it  has  been  the  invariable  prac- 
tice from  time  immemorial  to  appoint  such  a  com- 
mittee. I  assure  my  worthy  lriend  from  the  Ninth 
Ward  chat  there  will  be  no  trouble  from  the  Pres- 
ident's accepting  the  hospitalities  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts ;  and,  sir,  he  is  to  be  here 
in  the  city  of  Boston  which  pays  nearly  half 
the  taxes  of  the  State,  aud  we  ought  to  have  the 
honor  of  receiving  the  President  of  the  United 
States  by  a  very  large  and  respectable  committee; 
such  a  committee  as  is  contemplated  in  the  order 
passed  in  the  other  branch  to  provide  for  the  con- 
venience of  the  President.  There  will  be  no  con- 
flict of  authority;  there  cannot  be.  We  know 
nothing  officially,  sir,  of  the  fact  whether 
or  not  the  President  of  the  United  States 
has  accepted  the  invitation  of  the  State. 
But  suppose  he  has,  should  we  not  lender 
him  the  hospitality  of  tbe  city  in  the  same  man- 
ner that  we  have  tendered  it  to' every  other  Presi- 
dent? I  hope  the  substitution  will  not  be  made. 
I  think  that  the  original  order  is  a  proper  one,  not 
only  because  it  is  the  practice,  but  because  I  think 
that  it  can  be  more  conveniently  done.  Who  de- 
sires to  put  upon  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  and  upon 
you,  sir,  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
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men,  all  the  duties  which  are  to  be  performed  ? 
Let  us  have  a  committee,  sir,  among  whom  the 
various  duties  will  be  divided. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7 — I  hope,  sir,  that  the 
Council  will  understand  this  matter,  and  not  be 
led  away  by  anything  that  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  has  said  in  connection  with  this  matter. 
He  says  that  it  has  been  the  custom  from  time 
immemorial;  you  kuow  how  long  that  has  been 
back  in  the  history  of  the  city  of  Boston.  The 
city  of  Boston  is  not  so  old  as  time  imme- 
morial. But,  sir,  when  Mr.  Johnson  came  here, 
there  was  no  committee  to  invite  him  to 
partake  of  the  hospitalities  of  the  State.  Here 
it  is  announced  in  all  the  papers  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Stales  is  to  be  the  guest  of  the 
State  of  Massachusetts;  that  he  has  accepted  the 
i  nvitation,  and  that  a  committee  has  gone  to  see 
him,  not  only  on  behalf  of  Boston,  but  of  the 
whole  of  Massachusetts,  and  he  has  signified-  his 
ntention  of  accepting  the  invitation.  I  presume 
that  the  State  committee  will  meet  him  at  the  State 
line  and  provide  quarters  in  our  city  during  his 
short  stay  before  going  to  Concord.  Now  look  at 
it  as  a  matter  of  decorum.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  had  invited  an  illustrious  guest  to  accept 
of  his  hospitalities  iu  this  city,  and  they  had  been 
accepted,  and  I  also  thought  that  it  would  be  an 
honor  to  have  the  same  gentleman  accept  of  my 
hospitalities,  and  I  should  say,  "You  are  the 
guest  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5,  but  I 
want  you  also  to  come  with  me ;  you 
may  take  dinner  with  him,  but  you  must 
take  another  dinner  with  me;  you  can  wine  and 
dine  with  him,  but  you  must  wine  and  dine  with 
me  too."  Everybody  would  say  it  is  a  piece  of 
indecorum  on  my  part,  and  would  not  be  right. 
There  was  the  case  here,  gentlemen  may  remem- 
ber, when  Mr.  Sumner  died.  You  had  a  com- 
mittee appointed-  to  receive  those  who 
came  with  the  remains;  tbere  was  also  a 
eommittee  appointed  by  the  State  to  attend  to 
it ;  your  committee  went  away  from  the  Revere 
House  feeling  that  they  had  been  snubbed.  But 
it  was  no  snuo ;  the  people  who  came  here  were  the 
guests  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  and  nobody 
had  a  right  to  interfere  with  them.  I  do  not  think 
the  President  will  be  hurt  by  the  actiou  which  we 
propose.  I  do  not  tnink  that  we  should  be  lacking 
in  respect  for  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
I  have  as  much  respect  for  him  as  my  friend  has, 
but  I  think  that  the  fitness  of  things  will  show 
the  necessity  of  doing  away  with  this  committee. 
It  will  be  an  expensive,  indecorous  thing,  and 
I  hope  that  the  order  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
t  will  prevail. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  would  like  to  have  the 
gentleman  define  the  meaning  of  the  word  indec- 
orous. He  is  a  member  of  the  School  Committee, 
and  ought  to  be  able  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Fi  tzgerald  of  Ward  7—1  will  ask  my  friend 
to  spell  it,  and  then  I  will  tell  him  the  meaning  of 
it. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— The  gentleman  talks 
about  time  immemorial.  When  ne  has  lived  here 
anywhere  near  fifty  years  he  may  talk  about  time 
immemorial.  I  a*k  him  to  give  nothing  away  to 
me.  He  hopes  that  the  Council  will  not  be  misled. 
I  do  not  propose  to  mislead  anybody.  I  have  lived 
in  Boston  too  long  for  that.  I  am  a  native  of  the 
soil  of  Massachusetts,  and  I  say  it  under- 
standing^,    and     I     repeat    it,     sir— a  native 


of  the  soil  and  to  the  manner  born.  Talk 
about  being  led  away  — the  gentieman'S 
criticism  wont  go  down.  Led  away,  is  it?  lam 
sure  he  can't  lead  anybody  astray,  except  when 
he  goes  up  to  the  mountains.  I  have  arisen  here 
to  speak  for  a  patriotic  purpose.  Indecorous  is 
it?  I  am  speaking  in  behalf  of  the  patriotism' of 
the  people.  If  that  is  indecorous,  perhaos  I  will 
go  and  join  the  School  Committee,  and  learn 
from  the  women  there  the  meaning  of  the 
word  indecorous.  Led  away,  is  it?  I  am 
not  easily  led  away.  When  I  have  a  pur- 
pose, I  state  it  and  I  adhere  to  it,  and  when  I 
have  a  purpose,  I  mean  that  it  shall  be  a  good  one 
I  do  not  get  up  here  and  ridicule  anybody,  but 
when  the  gentleman  undertakes  to  throw  ridicule 
upon  me,  he  must  stand  by  and  take  that  wbich 
comes,  no  matter  what  the  style  is.  I  say  it  is  a 
proper  reason;  a  proper  and  patriotic  reason,  and 
creditable  to  us  as  a  City  Government  and  to  the 
citizens,  that  there  should  be  a  large,  able  and 
iudicious  committee  appointed  to  receive  the 
President  of  the  United  States  in  behalf  of  the 
City  Government,  to  tender  to  him  the  hospitali- 
ties of  the  city  and  to  see  that  nothing  is  wan  tin  a; 
in  proper  respect  to  him  as  President.  That  is 
why  I  have  risen  m  opposition  to  the  proposition 
ef  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9.  I  hope  that  the 
original  order  will  be  passed.  I  have  no  feeling 
whatever  about  it.  I  am  only  speaking:  what  I 
consider  it  to  be  my  duty  to  speak. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Parker  of  Ward  14,  the  main 
question  was  ordered;  the  substitute  was  adopt- 
ed, and  the  order  as  amended  was  passed— veas 
63,  nays  0.  j 

INVITATION  ACCEPTED. 

Mr.  Woods  of  Ward  8  presented  an  invitation 
from  Charles  Russell  Lowell  Post,  tor  the  Council 
to  attend  memorial  service.    Accepted. 

FIRE  COMMISSIONER. 

Mr.Peabody  of  Ward  9  presented  a  petition, 
signed  by  numerous  underwriters,  representing 
that  the  Fire  Commission  had  worked  harmonious- 
ly and  successfully  thus  far,  and  requesting  that 
David  Chamberlin  be  retained  on  the  board 
Sent  up,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16,  the  nom- 
ination of  David  Chamberlin  for  a  Fire  Commis- 
sioner for  three  years  was  taken  from  the  table, 
and  the  nomination  was  confirmed  in  concur- 
rence—nays 48,  nays  15. 

Yeas-Messrs.  Brackett,  Burdett,Caw]ey,Clarke, 
Collins,  Crocker,  Cushing,  Cusbman,  Day,  Dever- 
eux,  Duggan,  Edwards,  Felt,  Fitzgerald,  Gold- 
thwait,  Harrigan,  Hicks,  Hiscock,  Howes,  Jaques, 
Kimball,  Long,  Loring,  Moley,  Mooney,  Newton 
Noyes,  Osborne,  Page,  Parker,  Peabody,  Perkins 
Pierce,  Rice,  Sampson,  Shaw,  Sibley,  Smith, 
Sprague,  Stacey,  Sweetser,  Train,  Trull,  Walsh 
Whitmore,  Willcut,  Wilson,  and  Woods— 48. 

Nays— Messrs.  Anderson,  Barry,  Bent,  Burgess, 
Coyle,  Fitzpatrick,  Flynn,  Kelley,  Kingsley,  Lap- 
pen,  Leighton,  Murray,  Power,  Thacher  and  Whit- 
comb— 15. 

Motion  to  take  from  the  table  the  order  relat- 
ing to  a  Fire  Inspector,  by  Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11 : 
and  by  Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3,  to  take  from  the 
table  the  order  relating  to  the  pay  of  laborers, 
were  lost.  ' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Duggan  of  Ward  5  the  Council 
adjourned. 
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Adjourned  regular  meeting;  at  seven  o'clock 
P.  M.,  Alderman  Clark,  chairman,  presiding. 

The  Board  went  into  committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  new  charter.  At  half-past  eight  the  commit- 
tee rose,  and  Alderman  Power  reported  that  fin- 
ished the  consideration  of  the  charter.  The  com- 
mittee were  discharged  from  further  considera- 
tion of  the  subject,  and  were  authorized  to  report 
in  print. 

The  Auditor's  exhibit  for  April  5  was  received, 
read  and  sent  down.  Following  is  the  state  of  the 
appropriations: 

Appropriations, 

Revenues,  etc.  Expended.  Unexpended. 
General....  $14,077,702.48  $11.885,579.f3  $2,192,122.85 
Special 6,525,166.89  2,205,566.54  4,319,600.35 


$20,602,869.37       $14,0!ll,146.17 
A.djourred  to  Monday  next  at  4  P.  M. 


6,511,723.20 


APRIL       12,       1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS  BEATS. 

Ten  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  Superior 
Criminal  Court. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Constable  of  tbe  Superior  Court  (second  session) 
—Henry  F.  Spach. 

Special  Police  Officers— Thomas  Fleming  and 
others,  (reappointments). 

Sealers  or  Weights  and  Measures— William  F. 
Reed  and  Charles  R.  M.  Pratt. 

Railroad  Police  Officer  at  Boston  &  Albany  Rail- 
road—Samuel  J .  Bixby. 

"Weigher  of  Coal  and  Hay— Gardner  Prouty. 

Undertaker— Jobn  A.  Kelly. 

MIDDLESEX  RAILROAD  IN  SUMMER,  LINCOLN  AND 
BEACH    STREETS. 

The  petition  of  the  Middlesex  Railroad  tor  a 
location  in  Summer,  Lir  coin  and  Beach  streets 
was  considered  on  an  order  of  notice  for  a  hearing 
to  all  parties. 

Alderman  Worthington  presented  petitions 
from  the  presidents,  directors  and  officeis  ot  the 
Fitchburg,  Boston  &  Maine  and  Boston  &  Albany 
railroads  in  aid  of  the  petition. 

Alderman  Power  presented  petitions  from 
Ricnard  Frothmgham  and  222  others;  Edward 
Lawrence  ana  eighty  others;  O.  M.  Wentwortb 
and  115  others,  m  aid  of  petition  of  Middlesex 
Railroad. 

Benjamin  Dean  appeared  for  the  South  Boston 
Railroad  Company  to  oppose  tne  granting  of  the 
petition. 

The  case  for  the  petitioners  was  heard  first. 

Linus  M.  Child  appeared  for  the  petitioners  and 
called  Charles  E.  Powers,  President  of  the  Mid- 
dlesex Railroad,  who  said  they  aesired  to  run 
their  cars  through  Summer,  Lincoln  and  Beach 
streets  to  Boylston  street.  A  year  ago  tbe  Board 
gave  them  the  privilege  of  running  to  Boylston 
sheet,  but  by  a  change  iu  thf,  route  of  the  Metro- 
politan and  South  Boston  roads  they  were  com- 
pelled to  run  through  Temple  place,  which  had  in 
a  great  measure  contributed  to  cause  the  blocks 
there.  All  the  cars  of  the  Metropolitan  road  go- 
ing north  through  Washington  street  and  the 
South  Boston  cars  had  come  through  Temple 
place,  making  a  continuous  stream  of  cars  in  and 
out  ot  that  street.  Boylston  street  is  one  of  the 
best  streets  for  ho.  se  cars,  but  tbe  tracks  there 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  winter  have  been 
comparatively  vacant.  Su  that  tbe  blockade  has 
been  traceable  in  almost  every  case  to  Temple 
place.  Within  a  short  time  the  blockade  has  been 
relieved  to  a  great  extent  by  the  South  Boston 
cars  running  to  tough  Boylston  street;  and  further 
relief  could  be  gained  by  another  distribution.  It 
was  never  supposed  tbat  the  Metropolitan  road 
would  run  all  rts  cars  down  Washington  treet.  To 
Bovlstoa  street  hrs  company  desrred  to  go- 
ana  the    most   feasible    route    is  through    Sum- 


mer, Lincoln  and  Beach  streets,  Chaun- 
cy  street  is  too  much  blocked  now,  and 
they  did  not  desire  to  go  there;  the  Metro- 
politan and  South  Boston  roads  propose  to  use 
the  track  in  Kingston  street  by  cars  coming  north, 
while  the  Middlesex  cars  want  to  go  south.  Lin- 
coln street  is  the  b^st  of  the  three  streets  named, 
af  it  is  not  crowded.  Thev  will  use  only  250  or  300 
feet  of  the  South  Boston  track  on  Beacb  street. 
To  grant  the  petition  will  relieve  all  the  blocks  so 
far  as  the  Middlesex  cars  are  concerned.  Beach 
stieet  will  soon  be  widened,  and  it  will  be  greatly 
relieved  by  the  proposed  taKiDg  oft  of  South 
Boston  cars  to  Kingston,  Hawley  and  Milk 
streets.  The  Middlesex  Com,  any  have  often 
been  importuned  to  run  their  cars  to  the 
southerly  depots  by  rarlroad  managers,  par- 
ticularly of  the  Boston  &  Maine.  There  never- 
had  h.'/en  a  continuous  line  of  cars  from  the 
northerly  to  the  southerly  depots.  Only  three  or 
four  per  cent,  of  tbe  public  avail  themselves  of 
the  commutation  tickets;  and  to  grant  this  peti- 
tion will  g-ive  the  direct  line  desired.  Mr.  Powers 
submitted  a  map  of  the  proposed  route 
from  Cliarlestown  to  the  Boston  &  Al- 
bajy  depot — which  he  claimed  is  more  ui- 
rect  than  any  other,  rfc  said  the  Middlesex  road 
did  not  desire  to  steal  the  passengers  of  the  South 
Boston  road;  he  proposed  to  compensate  them,  for 
the  loss  of  passengers  and  the  use  of  tbe  track. 
The  officeis  of  the  steam  railroads  are  perfectly 
willing  to  come  and  testify  here  in  aid  of  this  pe- 
tition. He  alluded  to  the  Grand  Union  Depot  in 
New  York,  and  belreved  such  a  plan  impossible 
here;  but  the  next  best  thing  is  easy  and  rapid 
transit  from  one  depot  to  another,  whrch 
can  best  be  obtained  by  Irrse  cars; 
omnibuses  can  carry  only  a  few  passen- 
gers, and  they  injure  tire  streets,  while 
horse  cars  can  carry  forty  or  fifty  passengers,  and 
the  companies  take  care  of  the  paving  between 
the  tracks.  Abjut  two  or  three  weeks  ago  he 
called  on  the  Metropolitan  officials  to  see  if  a 
change  could  not  be  mad^  so  as  to  divert  travel 
from  Temple  place,  but  had  been  informed  that 
the  present  arrangement  would  be  perpetual. 
Last  Thursday  night,  without  any  notice  to  the 
Middlesex  Company,  the  Metropo  itaii  Company 
ran  their  cars  up  Washington  street  past 
the  theatres,  to  the  great  inconvenience  of 
the  citizens  of  Charlestown  for  that  hour.  To 
avoid  the  jam  at  night  the  Highland  Company 
have  taken  thetr  cars  oft'  the  tra^k  ana  warted  till 
the  theatres  are  out.  The  Metropolitan  road  uo 
not  oppose  this  petition,  bui  rather  favor  it,  as  it 
would  take  the  Middlesex  cars  off  Washington 
street,  between  Temple  place  and  Summer  street. 
The  order  of  location  for  this  road  in  l«69  was 
wrth  a  proviso  that  the  Aldermen  should  reserve 
the  right  to  locate  the  Middlesex  road  on  Wash- 
ington and  Summer  streets.  Tbe  track  in  Wash- 
ington stieet  cantotbe  used  between  Temple  place 
and  Boylston  street;  a  new  track  will  be  required 
in  a  part  cf  Kingston  street  and  in  Lincoln  street. 

Mr.  Child  said  they  drd  n't  think  it  proper  to 
bring  witnesses  from  Charlestown  or  elsewhere  to 
show  tbat  this  is  desired  by  the  public;  but  if  it 
is  desiiable  they  can  brmg  any  number  of  wit- 
nesses to  sho  v  thac  it  is  desired  by  the  ppople  of - 
the  Bunker  Hill  District  and  by  people  coming  in- 
to the  cry  on  the  steam  roads;  and  he  would 
therefore  rest  the  petitioners'  cas>  with  the  state- 
me.its  made. 

Mr.  Dean  called  Amos  L.  Noyes,  whose  place  of 
business  is  rn  Be ;,cn  stre-t,  which  he  said  is  now 
liable  to  blocks  coasMerably  in  busy  seasons  of 
the  year;  previous  to  last  ^ear,  and  at  tbe  pres- 
ent time  rt  requires  an  officer  to  keep  the  road 
clear.  Through  Lincoln  street  a  great  deal  of 
freight  passes  from  the  Albany  road,  and  ue  had 
seen  Beach  street  blocked  solid  from  Lin- 
coln to  Albany  street,  and  Lincoln  sireet 
blocked  from  Kneeland  to  Essex  street.  Teams 
standing  at  the  depot  and  moving  back  and  forth 
cause  blocks;  and  sometimes  it  is  two  hours  ac  a 
time  before  Bb^ch  and  Lincoln  streets  are  clear. 
In  busy  times  be  knew  of  no  place  more  liable  to 
be  blocked;  the  proposed  liae  of  cars  would 
block  it  all  the  more,  particularly  at  the  turning- 
point  at  the  corner  of  Beach  a  d  Lincoln  stieets. 
To  Mr.  Child,  Mr.  Noyes  said  he  did  a  hacking 
business  at  the  United  States  Hotel,  where  Lin- 
coln street  is  fifty-five  or  sixty  feet  wide;  flu. 
blocks  are  caused  by  teams  gettiog  across  the 
track:  the  teams  crossing  ilio  tracks  help  to  block 
it  somewhat. 

Mr.  McDonald,  police  officer,  stationed  at  the' 
Boston  &  Albany   depot,  said   the   blocks   there 
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averaged  six,  seven  or  eight  times  a  day,  mostly 
at  the  corner  of  Beach  and  Lincoln  streets.  In 
his  judgment,  the  proposed  line  of  cars  would 
make  it  greater.  To  Mr.  Cbild,  he  said  the  hacks 
help  to  cause  the  blocks,  though  if  the  tracks 
were  kept  clear,  the  slreets  would  be  relieved. 

Mr.  Dean  producers  some  statistics  gathered,  bv 
officers  of  the  South  Boston  Railroad,  and  if  there 
is  any  desire  to  verify  them,  he  would  do  so.  They 
are  as  follows : 

Number  of  cars  passing  the  Metropolitan  Rail- 
road Station  in  Tremont  street  betwen  6  and  7 
P.  M.  on  Saturday,  April  10,  1875— Metropolitan, 
438;  South  Boston,  330;  Highland,  136;  Middlesex, 
166.  Number  of  passengers  at  same  time — Metro- 
politan, 3409,  average  per  car,  7% ;  South  Boston, 
3688,  average  per  car,  11V2 ;  Highland,  919,  average 
per  car,  6%;  Middlesex,  767,  average  per  car,  4%; 
so  that  the  South  Boston  cars  while  going  round 
the  circuit  furnish  accommodation  for  a  much 
larger  number  than  any  other  road  for  the  num- 
ber of  cars. 

Number  of  passengers  riding  in  cars  passing  the 
Old  South  Church  between  6  A.  M.  and  7  P.  M.  of 
the  same  dav— Metropolitan,  4305,  average  per  car, 
10;  South  Boston,  3973,  average  per  car,  12y2; 
Highland,  938,  averaging  7;  Middlesex,  1001,  aver- 
aging 6. 

Number  of  Highland  and  Middlesex  cars  pass- 
ing through  Temple  place  between  6  A.  M.  and  7 
P.  M.,  on  Wednesday,  April  7— Highland  cars,  139; 
passengers,  1484;  Middlesex  cars,  165;  passengers, 
613. 

Number  of  teams  passingthrough  Lincoln  street 
between  6  A.  M.  and  7  P.  M.  April  10— Single 
teams  going  up  towards  Summer  street,  818;  do. 
clown  towards  Beach  street,  918;  double  do.  up 
towards  Summer  street,  363 ;  double  do.  down  tow- 
ards Beach,  323— making  2422  teams  passing  up 
and  down  Lincoln  street. 

Number  of  teams  and  cars  passing  the  Boston  & 
Albany  depot  on  Saturday,  April  10,  between  6 
A.  M.  and  7  P.  M.— Single  teams,  1206,  double  do., 
642—1844;  single  teams  going  towards  Federal 
street,  1228;  double  do.,  636— making  n.  total  of 
3706  teams  passing  both  w&ys.  That  would  make 
7000  teams  passing  the  coiner  of  Beach  and  Lin- 
coln streets  daily. 

On  April  7th  the  number  of  teams  passing  each 
way  on  Lincoln  street  was  2524.  Numaerof  teams 
passing  Boston  &  Albany  depot  on  Beach  street, 
36., o— somewhat  over  7000  teams  goiDg  both  ways. 

Number  of  cars  passing  through  Washington 
street  by  the  foot  of  Cornhill  between  7  A.  M.  and 
11  P.  M.  April  2d  and  also  number  of  passengers 
in  same— South  Boston  out,  657  passengers,  averag- 
ing 9per  car ;  Middlesex,  in,  258  passengers,  averag- 
ing 5%  per  car;  Middlesex,  out,  259  passengers, 
averaging  6%  per  car;  Highland  148,  averaging  3y» 
per  car.  On  April  3d  the  South  Boston,  out,  had 
861  passengers,  averaging  11%  per  car;  Middlesex, 
in,  187,  averaging  5  per  car;  do.,  out,  252,  averag- 
ing 7V2  per  car;  Highland,  out,  173,  averaging  4% 
per  car. 

Cars  passing  Metropolitan  station  between  6  A. 
M.  and  7  P.  M.,  April  2— South  Boston  329,  averag- 
ing 25  to  the  hour ;  Middlesex  162,  averaging  12% 
the  hour ;  Highland  not  taken.  At  that  time  the 
South  Boston  cars  carried  3637  passengers  by  the 
Old  South,  averaging  11  per  car;  Middlesex  1022, 
averaging  per  car  6%.  At  this  rime  they  hadn't 
thought  or  counting  the  Metropolitan  passengers, 
but  they  afterwards  did  and  found  it  was  3430. 

On  Apjil  3d,  at  the  same  place,  the  South  Bos- 
tou  Railroad  carried  4046  passengers,  averaging 
12y2  per  car;  Middlesex,  991  passengers,  averaging 
6  per  car ;  Highland,  837  passe  igers,  averaging  6% 
per  car. 

Then  again,  at  the  Metropolitan  station,  on  the 
6th  of  April,  the  Soutb  Boston  cars  had  2843  pas- 
sengers; Middlesex,  1028,  the  former  averaging 
8%  and  the  latter  iy2  per  car.  The  transfer  cbecks 
received  on  April  2d  from  the  Middlesex  were  108: 
on  April  3d,  94;  and  Highland,  42  and  39  respect- 
ively. 

There  is  something  curious  and  interesting  in 
regard  to  the  transfer  checks  issued  from  1864  to 
1874,  inclusive.  So  far  as  the  South  Boston  road 
is  concerned  they  were  delivered  cheerfully  to  all 
who  asked  for  them,  and  not  with  the  reluctance 
manifested  by  some  other  roads.  During  the 
period  above  named  there  were  3,054,103  transfer 
checks  delivered  from  the  South  Boston  cais, 
and  from  all  other  roads  3,242,691.  The 
Cambridge  road  had  never  furnished 
transfer  checks  to  anv  extent,  though  tbey  took 
tbem  from  other  roads.  Fiom  1864  to  1868  inclu- 
sive, the  South  Boston  road  issued  902,729  transfer 


checks;  all  the  other  toads  884.000.  This  informa- 
tion is  from  the  transf  er  clerk,  whose  business  is 
to  receive  all  of  these  checks  and  arrange  the  com- 
pensation between  the  roads. 

The  Sourh  Boston  road  had  expended  $42,185.82 
for  paving,  besides  the  ordinary  repairs  on  the 
road  between  the  tracks,  between  the  Tremont 
House  and  Cornhill,  and  it  was  a  question  of  how 
much  that  road  is  entitled  to  a  location  there  for 
the  purpose  of  accommodating  its  patrons,  and 
bow  far  the  Board  could  mterfeie  with  them  in 
favor  of  another  corporation  that  has  never  paid 
anything  towards  paving  that  street. 

Mr.  Dean  called  attention  to  the  legal  provi- 
I  sions  concerning  these  roads.  So  far  as  the  state- 
ments already  made,  no  trouble  need  be  antici- 
pated. The  Superintendent  had  cut  off  the  ice  in 
the  tracks  in  Boylston  street  in  the  hope  that  it 
would  relieve  the  difficu'ty.  He  quoted  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  authorizing  the  Board  to  control 
the  running  of  cars,  and  alluded  to  a  report  of  an 
interview  with  Mr.  Powers,  who  said  the  best 
way  is  to  put  the  South  Boston  cars  all  out  one 
side,  wmch  rt minded  Mr.  Dean  of  tne  story  of  the 
cuckoo  who  laid  her  eggs  in  another  one's  nest  to 
steal  her  chickens.  He  tnen  called  attention  to  the 
act  authorizing  the  South  Boston  road  to  run  to 
Scollay's  Building,  where  they  accommodate  twice 
as  many  people  as  the  other  road  does.  The  South 
Boston  road  "did  not  desire  to  carry  their  passen- 
gers to  all  the  depots  unless  the.Boatd  so  decided. 
He  also  quoted  the  act  of  1862  granting  authority 
to  tlie  Suffolk  and  Broadway  railroads,  by  whicn 
an  agreement  was  entered  into  by  the  Broad- 
way, Metropolitan  and  Suffolk  roads  tnat  the 
South  Boston  should  ruu  over  railroads  to 
northern  depots  whenever  it  consented  to 
allow  the  Suffolk  cars  to  run  to  the  north- 
ern depots.  So  the  South  Boston  road  took  not 
only  a  line  of  omnibuses  which  did  'the  depots, 
but  it  was  arranged  thac  the  comparies  should  do 
their  respective  depot  business;  and  any  arrange- 
ment to  allow  another  load  to  go  there  now,  with- 
out consent  of  the  South  Boston  road,  was  in 
direct  violation  of  this  agreement.  When  a  rail- 
road performs  its  agreements  and  has  expended 
its  money,  the  business  in  which  it  has  ex- 
pended its  money  is  entitled  to  the  re- 
spect of  an  honest  man.  It  may  bs  over- 
ridden by  public  necessity,  of  course,  and  it  has 
been  shown  that  the  South  Boston  road  are  doing 
more  to  accommodate  tne  public  than  any  other 
road  on  this  route.  He  reiterated  previous  state- 
ments in  regard  to  the  issuing  of  transfer  checks, 
by  which  an  easy  means  of  transfer  could  be  se- 
cured. But  that  cannot  be  done ;  the  people  in  all 
seccions  of  tbe  city  cannot  get  into  their  cars  and 
go  everywhere.  A  former  provision  required  the 
roads  going  by  Scollay's  Building  to  furnish  depot 
accommodations,  but  that  was  repealed. 

Mr.  Powers  suggested  that  this  was  repealed 
after  full  consideration  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  Dean  said  the  people  were  not  thei  e  and  the 
roads  no  doubt  took  caie  of  it.  He  allu  led  to  the 
use  of  transfer  cnecks  in  Washington  and  other 
cities,  and  their  constant  increase  in  this  city,  and 
claimed  that  there  is  no  reason  for  increasing  the 
number  of  cars  on  the  circuit.  He  did  not  pro- 
pose to  go  to  the  northern  depois,  but  to  bring  the 
freight  from  Soutb  Boston  and  turn  it  over  to  the 
Middlesex  road,  and  to  have  them  do  the  same. 
The  thing  was  'ettled  once  and  they  lived  in 
peace  uutil  the  Middlesex  road  got  a  little  way  up 
Washmgtou  street.  Tbe  effort  of  employes  to  get 
large  freights  and  the  stopping  of  cars  for  pas- 
sengers at  the  Albany  depot  would  cause  addi- 
tional blocks  in  one  of  tne  worst  places  in  the 
city. 

Mr.  Child  said  that  as  it  appeared  now  no  per- 
son or  corporation  opposed  this  petition  except 
the  South  Boston  Railroad,  while  a  large  number 
of  petitioners  were  in  favor  of  it,  citizens  desire 
transportation  to  anil  from  the  business  centres, 
and  tht-y  must  have  some  soit  of  accommodation ; 
and  when  tbe  people  come  in  and  ask  for  it  they 
have  made  out  their  case  unless  some  public  rea- 
son again -t  it  is  show:i.  Between  one  and  two 
thousand  people  and  the  officers  of  three  railroads 
have  asked  that  this  petition  be  granted,  and  the 
case  stands  upon  the  desire  and  necessity  of  the 
public,  who  claim  the  right  to  be  transported 
in  an  economical  manner  to  their  des- 
tinations. Had  the  abutters,  merchants, 
and  citizens  along  the  proposed  line  appeared  in 
opposition?  None.  On  the  contrary,  SBveral 
abutters  and  firms  on  the  line  had  petitioned  for  it. 
If  there  had  been  a  man  found  to  oppose  it,  the 
accomplished  counsel  and  energetic  Superintend- 
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ent  of  the  South  Boston  road  would  have  had  him 
here.  It  may  be  set  down  as  a  fact  that  there  is 
no  opposition  here  but  the  South  Boston  Railroad. 
It  may  have  been  a  fact  in  the  past,  but  it 
cannot  be  so  in  the  future,  that  the  in- 
crease in  value  and  population  south  of 
City  Hall  has  increasea  more  rapidly  than 
north  of  City  Hall,  because  they  were  strong- 
enough  to  coDtrol  legislation.  But  the  people 
north  of  City  Hall  have  the  right  to  come 
here  as  the  others,  and  to  nave  the  same  rights 
and  privileges.  When  the  Middlesex  road  was  al- 
lowed to  come  from  Haymarket  square  to  Scollay 
square,  it  had  within  thirty  days  to  pay  $10,000  in 
cash  to  the  city  of  Boston  in  addition  to  paving 
the  street  and  the  other  conditions,  while  the 
rignt  to  go  to  Scollay's  square  had  been  given  to 
the  other  companies  for  nothing.  The  Mid- 
dlesex Company  are  allowed  to  run  only 
twelve  cars  per  hour  round  the  circuit, 
while  the  other  roads  can  increase  the  num- 
ber of  cars  as  much  as  they  please.  His  company 
stood  as  well  as  any  other  company  in  the  com- 
munity they  served ;  but  they  had  had  to  fight  for 
every  inch  they  had  ODtained.  He  believed  the 
Board  would  give  equal  rights  to  every  petitioaer 
before  you.  He  believed  the  granting  of  tins  pe- 
tition would  in  a  great  measure  relieve  the  pres- 
ent blocks  in  the  streets,  and  explained  minutely 
the  route  asked  for,  claiming  that  the  localities 
were  easy  to  run  through  and  not  liable  to 
be  blocked,  notwithstanding  the  testimony  intro- 
duced. If  there  is  any  trouble  there  it  will  be  on 
the  narrow  part  of  Beach  street,  which  is  to  be 
widened.  The  route  is  as  free  from  liability  to 
obstructions  as  any  that  caa  be  found  ;  it  will  re- 
lieve Washington  street  between  Summer  street 
and  Temple  place,  and  Temple  place.  He  urged 
that  the  petition  to  run  to  Boylston  street  had 
been  granted  last  year,  but  they  never  haa  been 
able  to  go  there,  because  of  the  manner 
of  running  the  cars  of  the  Metropolitan 
and  South  Bostcn  roads,  and  they  had 
come  to  ask  the  right  to  go  to  Boylston 
street  another  way,  and  that  only  wav  is  the  route 
prayed  for  today.  The  relief  to  Temple  place  will 
mote  than  compensate  for  any  blocks  in  Beach 
street.  Mr.  Child  was  also  amused  that  the  South 
Boston  road  had  acted  on  the  suggestion  of  the 
President  of  the  Middlesex  road  and  petitioned 
for  a  location  east  of  Washington  street.  The 
only  reason  for  the  opposition  of  the  South  Boston 
road  is  that  the  Middlesex  road  will  get  some  of 
their  depot  passengers.  He  claimed  that  all 
the  evils  resulting  from  competition  on  the 
same  track  had  been  settled,  and  that  if  railroads 
behave  themselves  they  can  do  a  competinsr  busi- 
ness on  the  same  track.  He  believed  that  if  both 
companies  kept  their  cars  in  good  condition  they 
would  get  their  share.  The  Middlesex  road  want- 
ed to  go  no  farther  into  the  city  than  the  South 
Boston  load  go  now;  they  asked  merely  equal 
privileges  with  the  other  company  for  the  accom- 
modation of  their  patrons.  He  claimed  that  the 
bill  referred  to  by  Mr.  Dean  was  rushed  through 
the  Legislature  before  any  one  knew  anything 
about  it.  He  believed  that  if  the  petition 
was  granted  it  would  be  a  great  bene- 
fit to  the  people  of  the  city,  relievt  the  crowded 
streets,  and  not  hurt  the  treasury  of  the  South 
Boston  road  a  dollar.  He  conclude  I  by  asking 
that  this  road  should  have  the  same  rights  as 
other  roads  coming  into  the  centre  of  Boston.  The 
question  of  compensation  will  be  decided  by  the 
Railroad  Commissioners  according  to  law. 

Mr.  Dean  read  some  extracts  from  the  law  to 
correct  some  of  Mr.  Child's  statements  and  to 
show  that  the  South  Boston  road  does  not  en- 
croach upon  it. 

No  one  else  desiring  to  be  heard,  the  petitions 
were  severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing. 

PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Markets.  George  F.  Gor- 
don, for  leave  to  traosfei  lease  of  Stall  No.  5,  New 
Faneuil  Hall  Market  to  Henry  F.  Locke. 

Benjamin  Tohnson  and  other  lessees  ot  stalls  in 
Faneuil  Hall  Market  houses,  that  said  houses  be 
closed  at  9  A.  M.  on  April  19. 

Robert  E.  Hudson,  et  al.,  for  a  lease  of  a  por- 
tion of  Mercantile  wharf  property,  if  sat d  prop- 
erty be  used  for  market  purposes. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Survey  and  In- 
spection of  Buildings.  Massachusetts  Infant 
Asylum,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  build- 
ing situated  on  Centre  street,  Ward  17. 

Metropolitan  Railroad  Campany,  for  leave  to 


erect  a  wooden  building  on  Pynchon  street,  near 
Roxbury. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Albert 
Blaisdell,  for  allowance  of  claims  against  town  of 
Brighton  for  building  a  sewer  in  Franklin  and 
North  Harvard  street?. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  John  Donovan 
etal.,  for  sewer  in  Wall  strepf,  Charlestown. 

Leonard  A.  Jones  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Schuyler 
street,  Ward  14. 

Ira  Bradley,  for  a  sewer  in  Warwick  street. 

New  England  Hospital  forWomenJand  Childrea, 
that  suitable  drainage  be  furnished  that  institu- 
tion. 

Albert  Bowker,  to  be  heard  on  matter  of  sewer 
in  Marginal  street  in  East  Boston. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  W.  H.  Barnicoat 
et  al.,  lamplighters  in  Charlestown,  that  their  pay 
may  be  made  the  same  as  that  of  lamplighters  in 
the  city  proper. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Common  and  Pub- 
lic Grounds.  T.  A.  Splain,  that  he  may  have 
charge  of  the  boats  on  the  Public  Garden. 

.  To  the  Joint  Commtttee  on  Fire  Department. 
Glendon  Company  et  al.,  that  a  clock  be  placed  on 
scboolhouse  in  Princeton  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Census  on  part  of  the 
Board.  Sampson,  Davenport  &  Co.,  for  leave  to 
take  the  census  of  this  city. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Alden  Avery  et  al.,  for  leave  to  construct 
a  cellar  below  giade  at  coiner  of  Holyoke  street 
and  Coiumbu<  avenue. 

Michael  O'Keefe,  for  leave  to  occupy*  a  new 
wooden  stable  for  one  horse  on  Western  avenue. 

D.  W.  Beckler,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new  wood- 
en stable  for  ten  horses  on  Beacon  Trotting  Park. 

Hiram  H.  Hollis,  for  leave  to  occupy  a,  new 
wooden  stable  for  three  horses  on  Brighton  ave- 
nue. 

Patrick  Cujick,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  stable  for  one  horse  on  Boylston  avenue. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Ann  Vanier,  for  hearing  in  relation  to 
betterments  aDd  damages  on  Shawmut  avenue. 

C.  W.  Batchelder,  for  increased  award  for  Shaw- 
mut-avenue  damages. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets.  Josiah 
Duo  ham  et  al.,  that  Swett  street  be  filled  with 
gravel  from  Fifth,  Sixth  and  Story  street,  between 
G  and  H  streets,  there  being  a  large  quantity  of 
dirt  there  which  can  be  usad,  and  the  removal  of 
it  will  serve  to  grade  those  streets. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 
Moses  A.  Dow  et  al.,  that  Harvard  square  be 
graded,  etc.,  as  a  play  ground  for  the  pupils  of 
the  Harvard  School. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  J.  W.  Shapleigb, 
for  edgestones  at  112  Dartmouth  street. 

C.  J.  Spenceley,  for  brick  sidewalk  at  21-31 
Northfield  street'. 

Asa  H.  Caton,  for  the  grade  of  West  Chester 
park. 

F.  o.  Prince,  trustee,  for  grade  damages  at  17, 
19,  21  and  23  Cornhill. 

Patrick  Weltch,  for  leave  to  move  a  wooden 
building  from  Cambridge  street  to  unnamed 
street  off  Washington  street,  Ward  19. 

Heirs  of  Solomon  Wildes,  for  leave  to  run  a  steam 
pipe  under  Washington  street. 

John  Quirk,  to  move  a  wooden  building  from 
Keyes-street  place  to  Boylston  avenue. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  sprinkle 
portions  of  Stoughton  and  Dudley  streets  in  Ward 
16,  at  an  expense  to  the  city  ot  $900;  the  abutters 
to  co  tribute  the  balance  of  the  cost.    Passed. 

Order  to  allow  the  two  officers  in  attendance  on 
the  South  Boston  Municipal  Court  $1500  each  per 
annum  from  April  1;  and  the  officer  at  the 
Brighton  Court  $1200  from  same  date.  Passed. 
Subsequently  Alderman  Power  moved  a  recon- 
sideration, and  as  it  was  late  that  motion  was  laid 
on  the  table  in  order  to  allow  him  to  give  his 
reasons  at  the  next  meeting. 

Order  to  pay  Henry  Traiser  $75,  for  Francis- 
street  damages.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  Martin  L'  nnon  $338.80,  for  Reed's- 
court  damages.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  Catherine  H.  Faunce  $1000,  for  Uox- 
bury-street  damages.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  John  J.  Williams  $792.40,  for  Bow- 
doin-street  damages,  Ward  16.    Passed. 

Order  for  a  loan  of  $100,000,  to  meet  the  cost  of 
water-pipes,  etc.,  in  Wards  17  and  19.  Passed, 
yeas  12,  nays  0.    Sent  down. 
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PAPERS  FKOM  THE    COMMON    COUNCIL    FOR     CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Report  of  Fire  Commissioners  on  the  number 
and  character  of  the  alarms  of  fire  in  March. 
Placed  on  file. 

The  order  for  appointment  of  a  joint  special 
committee  to  extend  the  hospitalities  of  the  city 
to  the  President  of  che  United  States,  came  up 
amended  so  as  to  authorize  rhe  Mayor,  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Boaid  of  Aldermen  and  the  President 
of  the  Common  Council  to  extend  such  hospitali- 
ties.   The  Board  concurred. 

DECORATION    DAY. 

An  order  came  up  for  concurrence  to  allow  §200 
to  tbe  commander  of  each  post  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  in  Boston,  towards  the  ex- 
pense of  Decoration  Day,  with  an  amendment  to 
include  "th«  N.  P.  Banks  Army  and  Navy  Veteran 
Corps  in  the  Bunker  Hill  District." 

Alderman  Rurrage— How  much  expenditure 
does  this  involve ?  How  many  associations  are 
there? 

The  Chairman — The  Chair  would  ask  some  mili- 
tary member  of  the  Board  to  explain,  as  he  is  not 
informed. 

Alderman  Power— Itseemsto  me  that  we  should 
know  how  much  money  this  involves  the  city  in 
spending. 

Alderman  Rurrage— I  have  heard  it  said  there 
are  eight  posts.  I  want  to  know  whether  we  are 
appropriating  $1600  or  $ 2600. 

The  Chairman — .the  Auditor's  report  will  show 
tiie  exact  number. 

Alderman  Harris— This  is  nothing  more  than 
the  customary  order  that  we  pass  every  year,  and 
I  believe  it  is  due  to  the  posts,  for  they  certainly 
render  a  very  pleasant  and  beautiful  service,  and, 
for  on",  ic  commends  itself  to  me. 

The  Chairman— The  report  shows  that  there  are 
ten  posts. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  suggest  that  that  is  for 
1873-4,  not  1874-5. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  amount  is  slightly  in- 
creased since  the  annexation  of  Charlestown, 
"West  Roxbury  and  Rrighton,  tbougb  I  don't  know 
the  ezact  number  in  those  localities. 

Alderman  Power—  When  this  matter  was  before 
the  Board  last  year,  there  was  some  discussion  as 
to  the  propriety  of  this  expenditure,  particulaily 
about  the  appropriation  for  the  N.  P.  Banks  Army 
and  Navy  Veteran  Corps,  aDd  I  opposed  the  ap- 
propriation of  the  money  for  them.  I  don't  pro- 
pose to  oppose  this  measure  now,  because  it  is 
one  that  the  people  seem  loth  to  attack;  but  it 
seems  to  me  that  it  is  about  time  for  this  to  end. 
How  long  is  it  to  be  continued?  There  should  be 
some  end  to  this  annual  bringing  up  of  this  most 
disagreeable  recurrence,  to  rhe  bringing  up  an- 
nually of  feelings  which  should  not  be  perpetuated 
in  this  country  any  longer  than  it  is  possible 
to  do  it.  Then  I  cannot  see  that  patriotism  is 
involved  in  it.  If  the  people  put  their  money  in 
their  own  pockets,  chat  is  patriotism ;  but  when  it 
is  done  in  this  manner,  it  is  devoid  of  the  patriot- 
ism that  it  is  supposed  to  have  abouc  it.  This  is  a 
serious  matter,  and  the  sooner  the  perpetuation 
of  it  no  longer  ii  considered,  the  better  it  will  be 
for  the  public  gool.  That  is  all  I  have  to  say.  I 
opposed  the  appropriation  for  the  N.  P.  Banks 
Corps  last  year ;  but  from  information  I  can  get,  it 
is  just  as  much  entitled  to  this  appropriation  as 
any  other.  But  it  appears  to  be  on  the  increase, 
rather  than  to  be  lessening.  If  there  is  jealousy 
in  any  of  these  corps,  we  ate  likely  to  have  two 
corps  instead  of  one,  and  this  is  getting  to  be  a 
pretty  serious  subject.  There  should  be  some 
time  set  when  this  appropriation  should  cease. 

Alderman  Burrage— I  did  n't  ask  the  question 
because  I  am  opposed  to  the  beautiful  custom  of 
decorating  the  graves  of  soldiers  who  died  in  the 
war  of  the  Rebellion,  but  it  seems  proper  that  we 
should  know  what  we  are  voting  for,  and  that 
there  m^y  be  a  question,  as  tne  Aldeiman  sug- 
gests, how  long  this  is  goh  g  to  continue.  There 
should  be  some  limit  to  it.  I  believe  it  would  be 
better  if  the  contributions  came  from  private  in- 
dividuals rather  than  the  City  Government.  I 
think  the  time  for  appropriating  it  by  tne  public 
should  be  limited.  As  long  as  the  people  think  it 
is  to  be  provided  for  by  the  City  Government,  they 
will  let  the  Government  do  it,  and  the  people  will 
lose  interest  in  the  matter.  It  had  better  rely  up- 
on the  spontaneous  gifts  of  the  people,  as  it  orig- 
inated, rather  than  let  it  remain  as  a  public  mat- 
ter like  the  widening  of  streets  and  building  of 
sewers. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  organization  known  as 


the  Grand  Army  of  tbe  Republic  is  principally  for 
charitable  purposes  and  social  reunions.  They 
have  not  a  large  fund  to  draw  upon  for  objects  of 
this  kind,  and  rely  upon  the  public  for  contribu- 
tions of  flowers  and  money,  and  they  do  not  so 
rely  in  vain.  The  money  cont  lbutea  by  the  City 
Government  is  used  invariably  in  obtaining  a 
band  of  music  to  sC3ompany  tbe  post  to  the 
graves.  I  apprehend  that  the  custom  will  end 
only  when  those  who  died  for  their  countiy  shall 
have  been  forgotten  by  those  who  dec  irate  then- 
graves. 

The  order  was  passed,  in  concurrence— yeas  12, 
nays  0. 

ELECTIONS. 

The  following  elections  occurred: 
Directors  for  Public  Institutions.  Certificate 
of  the  election  by  the  Common  Council  of  Fred- 
erick Pease  and  Benjamin  Dean  as  Directors  for 
Public  Institutions  in  places  of"  Sylvanus  A.  Denio 
and  William  Sayward  elected  by  this  Board.  Al- 
dermen Bigelow  and  Burrage  weie  the  committee 
to  collect  and  count  votes.  They  reported- 
Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

Sylvanus  A.  Denio 7 

Frederick  Pease 9 

William  Sayward 5 

Benjamin  Dean 3 

Mr.  Denio  was  declared  elected  in  non-concur- 
rence and  Mr.  Pease  in  concurrence.  Certificate 
sent  down. 

Trustee  of  City  Hospital.  Certificate  of  election 
by  the  Common  Council  of  Stephen  L.  Emery,  in 
place  of  William  A.  Rust,  as  trustee  of  the  city 
hospital.  Aldermen  Wot  thington  aud  Pope  were 
the  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes.  They 
reported  that  Mr.  Rust  hao  received  9  votes  and 
Mr.  Emery  3.  Mr.  Rust  was  declared  elected  in 
non-concurrence.    Certificate  sent  down. 

Commissioner  of  the  Sinking  Funds.  Alder- 
man Power  submitted  a  report  from  the  Joint 
Special  Committee  to  Nominate  Candidates  for 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  recom- 
mending the  election  of  Newton  Talbot,  at  large, 
for  two  years  from  the  first  Monday  in  May  next. 
The  report  was  aecepied  and  the  Board  proceeded 
to  ballot.  Aldermen  Power  and  Stebbins  were 
the  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes,  and  they 
reported  that  Newton  Talbot  had  received  12 
votes.  He  was  declared  elected.  Certificate  sent 
down. 

Commissioner  of  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery.  Al- 
derman O'Brien  submitted  a  report  from  the  Joint 
Special  Committee  to  Nominate  Trustees  of  Mt. 
Hope  Cemetery  recommending  the  election  of 
Joseph  P.  Paine  and  John  E.  Blakemore  at  large 
fot  two  years  from  the  first  Monday  in  May  next. 
The  report  was  accepted  and  the  Board  proceeded 
to  ballot.  Aldermen  O'Brien  and  Viles  were  the 
committee  to  collect  and  count  votes,  and  they 
reported  that  Messrs.  Paine  and  Blakemore  had 
each  received  12  votes.  They  were  declared 
elected.    Certificate  sent  down. 

NORTHAMPTON-STREET  DISTRICT. 

Betterments  Apportioned.  Alderman  Stebbins 
submitted  a  report  from  the  Joint  Special  Com- 
mittee on  the  Northampton-street  District,  with  a 
preamble  and  an  order  apportioning  ifre  better- 
ments laid  on  certain  estates  on  Feb.  20, 1875,  the 
names  of  the  owners  being  given  in  a  schedule 
annexed;  the  said  betterments  to  be  paid  in  three 
equal  annual  instalment?,  according  to  law,  the 
same  to  be  collected  with  the  taxes  on  said  es- 
tates. The  order  was  read ^twice  and  passed. 
Sent  down. 

Settlement  for  Grade  Damages.  Alderman 
Stebbins,  from  the  same  committee,  submitted 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on 
the  Northampton-street  District  be  authorized  to 
settle  and  adjust  damages  caused  by  the  change 
of  grade  of  the  territory  included  within  said-dis- 
trict;  provided, however,  that  no  payment  shall  be 
made  in  settlement  of  any  claim  exceeding  the 
sum  of  $1000  without  rhe  approval  of  the  City 
Council. 

Read  once. 

Surrendered  Estates  Taken,  Alderman  Steb- 
brns  submitted  the  following: 

The  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  Northamp- 
ton-street District,  to  whom  were  referred  the 
notices  from  the  owners  of  certain  estates  on  said 
district  that  they  are  dissati>fied  with  the  assess- 
ments for  raising  the  grade  of  therr  estates,  and 
offeriue  to  surrender  them  to  the  city  in  accord- 
ance with  the  provisions  of  chapter  340  of  the  acts 
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of  the  year  1873,  bee:  leave  to  report  that  all  the 
parties  having  any  legal  interest  in  ttie  estates 
have  joined  in  the  notice,  and  it  is  therefore  in- 
cumbent upon  the  city  to  proceed  and  take  them 
in  the  manner  required  by  the  statute. 

The  committee  would  respectfully  recommend 
the  adoption  of  the  accompanying  preamble  a-d 
order.  For  the  committee, 

S.  B.  Stebbins,  Chairman. 

Whereas,  The  owners  of  estates  in  the  following 
described  parcels  of  land,  namely:  A  parcel  of 
land  belonging  to  Walter  Farnsworth  (formerly 
W.  Elliot  Woodward)  bounded  as  follows :  north- 
westwardly by  Harrison  avenue,  ihere  measuring 
three  hundred  twenty-two  and  51-100  (322  51-100) 
feet;  southwestwardly  by  East  Lenox  street, 
eighty-seven  and  48-100  (87  48-100)  feet ;  southeast- 
wardly  by  land  now  or  formerly  of  Maria  Davis, 
by  land  now  or  formerlv  of  Susan  Johnson,  and 
by  land  now  or  formetly  of  Francis  Cunningham, 
one  hundred  ninety-four  and  89-100  (194  89-100) 
feet;  again  southwestwardly  by  land  now  or  for- 
merly of  Francis  Cunningham,  four  (4)  ieet :  again 
southeastwardly  by  land  now  or  formerly  of  Fran- 
cis Cunningham,  by  Fellows  court,  and  by  land 
now  or  formerly  of  Levi  B.  Morse,  one  hundred 
and  ninety-one  (191)  feet;  northeastwardly  by 
Northampton  street  foity-four  and  67-100  (4467-100) 
feet;  again  northwestwardly  by  land  now  or  for- 
merly of  Mary  A.  Marble,  seventy  (70)  feet;  and 
again  northeastwardly  by  the  same  forty-six 
and  40-100  (46  40-100)  feet— containing  thirty- 
one  thousand  Ave  hundred  and  twenty- 
three  (31,523)  square  feet,  more  or  less. 
Also  another  parcel  of  land  belonging  to  Walter 
Farnsworth  (formerly  W.  Elliot  Woodward) 
bounded  as  follows:  Northwestwardly  by  Harri- 
son avenue,  there  measuring  six  hundred  seventy 
and  77-100  (670  77-100)  feet;  southwestwardly  by 
land  now  or  feimerly  of  John  Ryan,  Dinety  and 
64-100  (90  64-100)  feet;  southeastward^  by  land  now 
or  formerly  of  the  heirs  of  Charles  Davis,  by  land 
now  or  formerly  of  Jonas  B.  Hildreth,  by  land 
now  or  formerly  of  Bridget  Dolan,  by  Orange 
court,  by  iand  now  or  formerly  of  Andrew 
Cain,  and  by  land  now  or  formerly  of  Ezekiel  S. 
Johnson,  six  hundred  sixty-eight  and  62-100  (668 
62-100)  feet;  and  northeastwardly  by  East  Lenox 
street,  eighty-seven  and  66-100  (87  66-100  feet,  con- 
taining fifty-nine  thousand  six  hundred  and 
ninety-two  (59,692)  square  feet,  more  or  less.  A 
parcel  of  land  belonging  to  James  E.  Root 
(formerly  W.  Elliot  Woodward)  bounded  as  fol- 
lows :  Southeastwardly  by  Fellows  street,  there 
measuring  twenty-nine  (29)  feet;  southwestward- 
ly by  land  now  or  formerly  of  John  Ryan  niuety- 
one(91)  feet;  northwestwardly  by  land  now  or 
formetly  of  Jonas  B.  Hildreth,  twenty-nine  feet; 
and  northeastwardly  by  the  same  ninety- 
one  (91)  feet,  containing  two  thonsand  six 
hundred  and  thirty-nine  (2639)  square  feet, 
more  or  less.  A  parcel  ef  land  belonging 
to  John  E.  Fitzgerald,  bounded  as  follows: 
northeastwardly  by  Newcomb  street  (formerly 
Prescott  place),  there  measuring  sixteen  and 
twenty-eight  one-hundredths  (16  28-100)  feet; 
southeastwardly  by  Reed  street,  fifty-two  (52)  feet ; 
southwestwardly  by  a  common  passageway  three 
(3)  feet  wide,  seventeen  (17)  feet;  aiad  northwest- 
wardly by  land  now  or  formerly' of  E.  W.  Fiske, 
by  a  liae  running  through  the  centre  of  the  brick 
partition  wall,  fifty-two  (52)  feet;  containing  eight 
hundred  and  sixty-seven  (867)  square  feet  more  or 
less.  Said  lands  being  shown  on  a  plan  made  by 
Thomas  W.  Davis,  City  Surveyor,  dated  April  1, 
1874,  and  deposited  in  the  office  ot  said  City  Sur- 
veyor—have  given  notice  to  the  City  Council,  as 
provided  by  chapter  340  of  the  Acts  of  the  Year 
1872  that  they  are  dissatisfied  with  the  assessment 
of  the  expense  of  raising  the  grade  of  ttieir  said 
lands.  It  is  therefore  hereby  ordered  that  the 
said  estates  be,  and  they  are  hereby  taken  pursu- 
ant to  the  provisions  of  the  said  chapter  340  of  the 
Acts  ot  the  year  1873. 

T,  Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Boston, 
do  hereby  approve  of  the  foregoing  instrument 
and  of  the  action  of  the  City  Council  in  the  prem- 
ises ;  and  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
act  referred  to  in  said  instrument,  I  hereby  certi- 
fy that  the  lands  described  in  said  instrument 
were  and  are  taken  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of 
the  said  act.  In  witness  whereof  1  have  caused 
the  corporate  seal  of  the  city  of  Boston  to  be 
hereto  affixed,  and  have  hereunto  set  my  haud 
this  day  of  ,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 

one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-five. 

Major  of  the  city  ot  Boston. 

Order  read  once. 


SUFFOLK  STREET  DISTRICT. 

Alderman  Stebbins  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  the  Northampton-street  Dis- 
trict, which  was  authorized  by  an  order  of  the 
City  Council  passed  the  5th  of  February,  1875,  to 
exercise  certain  powers  in  the  settlement  of  un- 
finished business  relating  to  the  Suffolk-street 
District  improvement,  begs  leave  to  submit  the 
following  statement:  Tue  estates  included 
within  the  Suffolk-street  District  were  taken 
by  the  city  under  the  authority  of  a  spe- 
cial act  ot  the  Legislature  on  the  13th  of  July, 
1870.  After  the  work  of  raising  thejgrade  of  the 
territory  and  raising  and  underpinning  the  build- 
ings dad  been  completed,  the  estates  or  portions 
of  estates  not  required  for  wideuing  streets  were 
reconveyed  to  the  former  owners  in  all  cases 
wherft  a  reconveyance  was  desired  and  where  the 
parties  were  willing  to  pay  assessments  for  taxes 
and  betterments.  Those  estates  w.hich  were  sur- 
rendered to  the  city  were  sold  at  public  auction, 
the  taxes  whicb  had  been  assessed  upon  them  be- 
tween the  date  of  the  taking  and  the  date  of  the 
sale  being  assumed  by  the  city.  It  appears 
from  the  annexed  schedule,  that  the 
amount  of  the  taxes  on  those  estates 
remaining  unpaid  at  this  time  is  $6217.50.  In  all 
cases  where  the  estates  were  reconveved  to  the 
foimer  owners,  and  tbe  taxes  were  assumed  by 
the  city  as  an  offset  for  damages,  they  have  been 
paid  out  of  the  special  appropriation  for  the  dis- 
trict; but  as  the  unexpended  balance  of  the  ap- 
propriation would  not  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  tax- 
es on  those  estates  which  have  been  sold,  it  would 
seem  to  be  the  more  convenient  way  of  balancing 
the  treasurer's  accounts  to  pass  an  order  remit- 
ting the  taxes  instead  of  going  through  with  the 
form  of  paying  them  by  transfer  from  the  Re- 
served Fund.  The  committee  therefore  recom- 
mend the  nassage  of  the  following  : 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  and  he  is  hereby 
directed  to  remit  the  taxes  assessed  upon  the  es- 
tates named  in  the  accompanying  schedule,  dur- 
ing the  years  therein  designated,  amounting  in 
the  aggregate  to  $6217.50.  [The  schedule  is  ap- 
pended to  the  order.] 

Read  twice  and  pa«sed.    Sent  down. 

FENCE  VIEWERS,  ETC. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  joint  special  commit- 
tee appointed  to  nominate  candidates  for  field 
drivers,  etc.,  submitted  a  report  recommending 
the  election  of  the  following : 

Inspector  of  Lime — Ebenezer  Curtis. 

Culler  of  Hoops  and  Staves— Horace  A.  Sawyer. 

Field  Drivers  and  Pound  Keepers — William  D. 
Cook,  S.  E.  Partridge,  Henty  Morse,  Thomas  M. 
Cotton,  Charles  Spear,  William  Gordon,  Wilson 
Stanley,  Jeremiah  M.  Swett,  Edwin  S.  Ellsworth, 
Bernard  Crosby,  James  A.  Cogswell,  John  L. 
Cbenery,  James  M.  Gardner,  James  W.  Wason, 
Samuel  Mcintosh,  Edward  F.  Mecuen,E.  T.  Hitch- 
cock, John  Robie,  William  Moulton,  William  T. 
McChesney,  Patrick  H,  Rogers,  Theodore  Hersey, 
John  W.  Morris,  William  Scollans,  William 
Thomas,  S.  Augustus  Rogers,  Edwin  A.  Head, 
Henry  A.  Wood,  Abraham  M.  Loring. 

Fence  Viewers—John  Dove,  E.  H.  R.  Ruggles, 
Horace  W.  Jordan,  Edward  Curley,  Levi  Fisk, 
James  M.  Davis,  John  Noble,  Benjamin  F.  Ricker, 
John  D.  Weston,  Johu  Gary,  Woodbury  L.  Lewis, 
Thomas  Cunningham. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  nominations 
were  confirmed.    Sent  down. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  reports  and  orders 
from  the  Committee  on  Paving  as  follows: 

Report  in  favor  of  granting  licenses  to  sprinkle 
streets  to  John  Bergen,  Timothy  Caluan,  P.  W. 
Gordon,  A.  E.  Pratt,  Cook  &  Handry,  Augustas 
Stevens,  Philip  Sowdon,  Jr.,  Orsamus  Nute,  Adon- 
irain  Curtis,  John  Gormley,  Michael  Clark,  A.  J. 
Tuttle,  G.  H.  Moseley,  and  G.  H.  Moseley,  execu- 
tor, and  others.    Severally  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief  of  Police  be  directed  to 
close  North  Centre  street,  between  Hanover  and 
North  streets,  against  the  passage  of  vehicles  for 
the  term  of  three  months  from  this  date. 

Alderman  Power — As  that  might  seem  to  be  an 
unreasonable  length  of  time,  I  would  state  that 
North  Centre  street  is  the  first  street  north  of 
Blackstone  street,  ana  is  very  narrow.  The  par- 
ties have  a  permit  to  erect  a  large  brick  building 
there,  and  it  will  not  be  safe  to  allow  teams  to  go 
there.  Of  course,  if  any  one  is  injured  by  this 
order,  it  may  be  rescinded  at  any  time. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 
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Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  sprinkle  with  salt  water  Beacon  street, 
between  Parker  street  and  the  Brookline  line; 
Brighton  avenue,  between  Beacon  street  and  the 
railroad  bridge,  and  Brookline  avenue,  between 
Beacou  street  and  Maple  avenue,  for  the  purpose 
of  preserving  the  roadway  of  ^aid  street  and  ave- 
nues; the  expense  thereof  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Paving. 

Re?d  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  and  thev  are  hereby  authorizse!  to  erect  a 
suitable  wooden  stable  for  tbe  use  of  the  Paving 
Department  upon  the  lot  owned  Jay  the  city  on 
Ctailds  street,  West  Roxbury,  at  a  cost  not  ex- 
ceeding $5000.  and  that  the  Auditor  of  Accounts 
beard  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  set  apart  said 
sum  for  thac  purpose  "from  the*  unexpended  bal- 
ance of  the  appropriation  for  Paving  for  1874-75. 

Read  once. 

Order  to  pay  Joseph  Streck  $800  fdr  grade  dam- 
ages at  106  to  110  Cabot  street.  Read  twice  and 
passed.   - 

WOODEN  BUILDINGS.  • 

Alderman  Pope  submitted  reports  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  the  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings,  recommending  the  passage  of  orders 
authorizing  the  issuing  of  permits  to  erect  a 
wooden  building  by  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  on 
Sixth  street,  Ward  7,  and  by  the  Middlesex  Rail- 
road to  extend  a  wooden  building  on  Charlestown 
Neck.  Orders  read  twice  and  passed.  Sent 
down. 

COMMON  AND  PUBLIC  GROUNDS. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Common  and  Public  Grounds,  submitted  tne  fol- 
lowing orders : 

Ordered,  Ihat  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  $10,000  iu  hiring  laborers  and  keep- 
ing in  good  order  and  condition  the  Common, 
Public  Garden  and  other  public  grounds  in  the 
city  nor  otherwise  provided  for ;  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Common  and 
Public  Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  $250  in  purchasing  grass  and  other 
seeds ;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expeDd  a  sum 
not  exceeding  $1500  in  hiring  teams  for  work  on 
the  public  grounds ;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum, 
not  exceeding  $2500,  for  the  improvement  of  the 
public  grounds  near  Jamaica  Pond ;  said  sum  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Common  and 
Public  Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum, 
not  exceeding  $200,  for  tools  and  repairs  on  the 
same ;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  $500,  in  purchasing  trees  and 
shrubs  for  the  public  grounds;  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Common  and 
Public  Ground*. 

Ordered,  Thar,  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expenl  a  sum, 
not  exceeding  $1000,  in  paying  for  the  use  of 
water  and  for  watering  the  street,  around  the 
public  grounds ;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  contract  for  the 
care  of  Blackstone,  Franklin,  Worcester  and 
Lowell  squares  and  Union  park,  at  an  expense 
not  exceeding  $1650;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Labor,  Common  and  Public 
Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  contract  for  the 
care  of  the  public  grounds  and  the  trees  in  the 
streets  of  East  Boston;  the  expense,  not  to  exceed 
$900,  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Labor,  Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum, 
not  exceeding  $900,  for  manure  to  be  used  on  the 
Common  and  public  grounds;  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Common  and 
Public  Grounds. 


Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum, 
not  exceediug  $1500,  in  purchasing  sods  for  the 
public  grounds ;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum, 
not  exceeding  $1500,  in  purchasing  loam  for  the 
public  grounds ;  uaid  sum  to  bv  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Piiblic  Grouuds  be  anthorized  to  expend  a  sum, 
not  exceeding  $6000,  in  purchasing  red  gravel  for 
the  Daths  on  the  public  grounds,  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Common  and 
Public  Grounds. 

Alderman  Power — Those  orders  ought  to  take 
their  second  reading  this  evening.  Aldermen  who 
have  been  here  know  that  this  work  is  to  com- 
mence, and  that  as  most  of  it  is  to  be  advertised 
for,  it  will  take  considerable  time.  This  is  for 
work  proposed  to  go  on  during  the  year.  If  no 
Alderman  objects,  I  move  that  they  take  their 
second  reading. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  wish  to  ask  if  the  com- 
mittee propose  to  contract  for  tbe  curb  on  the 
Common  on  Tremont  street,  this  present  year? 

Alderman  Power— The  committee  voted  today 
to  advertise  for  proposals.  Last  vear  they  adver- 
tised for  proposals  and  received  them  ;  but  they 
have  been  instructed  that  they  must  advertise 
again.  They  propose  to  do  it  as  soon  as  possible, 
as  we  presume  the  question  is  settled  that  the 
Common  cannot  be  taken. 

The  orders  were  severally  read  a  second  time 
and  passed.    Sent  down. 

Commonwealth-avenue  Square.  Report  repre- 
senting that  an  appropriation  ot  $10,000  was  made 
last  vear  for  grading,  fencing  and  sodding  the 
square  on  Commonwealth  avenue,  between  Exeter 
and  Fairfield  streets.  Owing  to  unavoidable  de- 
lays, the  contracts  for  the  work  cannot  be  com- 
pleted before  the  end  of  the  financial  year.  In 
order  to  retain  the  means  for  paying  for  the  -Work 
when  completed,  it  is  necessary  to  set  apart  the 
unexpended  balance  of  the  appropriation,  and  not 
place  it  to  the  credit  of  the  sinking  fund  on  the 
1st  of  May.  To  that  end  the  committee  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  tbe  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  is  hereby  directed  to  set  apart  the  unexpend- 
ed balance  of  the  appropriation  of  $10,000,  made 
in  1874  for  the  extension  of  Commonwealth  ave- 
nue between  Exeter  and  Fairfield  streets,  and 
hold  the  same  for  the  payment  of  expenses  in- 
curred by  the  Committee  on  Common  and  Public 
Grounds  in  making  said  extension  in  accordance 
with  orders  of  the  City  Council. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

Orchard  Park.  Report  that  it  is  inexpedient  to 
take  any  action  in  regard  to  purchasing  certain 
estates  adjoining  Orchard  Park  for  the  purpose 
of  improving  said  park.  Accepted  and  sent 
down. 

WIDENING   STREETS. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
submitted  reports  and  orders  as  follows: 

Report  tecommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  Thomas  G.  Lewis  et  al.  for  revision  of 
assessment  for  betterments  on  Bigelow  street, 
"Ward  19,  for  the  reason  that  it  is  inadvisable  that 
the  assessment  for  betterments  of  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  of  the  late  town  of  Brighton  should  be 
revised.  Laid  on  the  table  on  motion  of  Alder- 
man Bigelow,  who  said  the  parties  desired  a  fur- 
ther tearing. 

Orders  to  pay  for  land  damages  in  laying  out 
and  widtring  streets  as  follows: 

Horace  Pierce,  $350.50,  widening  Washington 
street,  Brighton,  in  1873. 

Arioch  Wentworth,  $4740,  for  his  estate  at  cor- 
ner of  Charlestown  and  Causeway  streets,  surren- 
dered to  the  city  under  the  widening  of  Charles- 
town street,  and  taken  by  an  order  of  the  Board  of 
Stieet  Commissioners  passed  this  day. 

Arioch  Wentworth,  $1708,  for  land  taken  from 
his  estate,  150  to  154  Charlestown  street,  by  the 
widening  of  Charlestown  street  by  a  resolve  and 
order  of  the  Street  Commissioners,  passed  this 
day. 

Arthur  Libby,  $3064;  widening  of  Shawmut  ave- 
nue. 

Caroline  A.  Benton,  $15,455,  for  land  taken  in 
name  of  A.  M.  Benton,  by  the  widening  of  Leveret 
street. 

Severally  read  once. 

Home  for  Aged  Women  and  the  Boston  Female 
Asylum,  $64,  for  land  taken  from  their  estate  20 
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Hanover  avenue,  and  damages  occasioned  by  the 
widening  of  Hanover  avenue. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Home  for  Aged  "Women  and  Boston  Female 
Asylum,  $8500  for  their  estate  366  and  368  in  North 
street  and  on  Hanover  avenue,  surrendered  to 
the  city  under  the  widening  of  Hanover  avenue. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  of  notice  to  the  Home  for  Aged  Women 
and  Boston  Female  Asylum,  Charles  P.  Walker 
and  Ebenezer  P.  Robinson  to  "quit  on  Hanover 
avenue  on  or  before  May  1  next.    Passed. 

Order  of  notice  to  Joseph  Nickerson,  Eliza  Good, 
heirs  of  George  F.  Bartlett,  and  Charles  Davis,  to 
"quit"  on  Hunnernan  street  on  or  before  May  1 
next.    Passed. 

Order  of  notice  to  E.  P.  Robinson,  William  Han- 
nan,  Benjamin  A.  Biowd,  Warren  W.  H.Richards, 
heirs  of  James  Davenport,  heirs  of  Benjamin  F. 
Brown,  Eliza  J.  Cooper,  Francis  M.  Gleason, 
Oliver  Ditson,  St.  Mary's  Episcopal  Church,  Right 
Rev.  J.  J.  Williams,  John  Wall,  James  Jessup, 
John  D.  Reinhard,  James  Tucker  2d,  Nathauiel 
Phillips,  Robert  McDevitt  and  Thomas  Haney, 
Mary  L.  Fenno,  Cornelia  H.  Eliot,  Richard  W. 
Robinson,  and  Mary  A.  Mann,  to  "quit"  ou  Bow- 
doin  street  on  or  before  May  1  next. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Streets  of  this 
Board  with  the  approval  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
be  and  they  hereby  are  authorized  to  adjust  and 
settle  all  claims  the  city  has  against  persons  or 
corporations  for  betterments  for  the  laying  out  of 
Atlantic  avenue,  or  for  filling  docks  and  building 
sewers  in  accordance  with  a  special  act  of  this 
Commonwealth  approved  April  17, 1869. 

Alderman  Steobios  asked  tor  some  explanation 
of  the  order. 

Alderman  Harris— This  order  is  simply  to  enable 
the  Committee  on  Streets  to  settle  some  out- 
standing claims  which  now  exist.  If  a  proposi- 
tion is  made  to  the  committee  they  are  uuable  to 
accept  it  if  it  is  less  than  The  amount  that  has 
been  assessed,  without  coming  to  the  Board  for 
approval.  We  have  deemed  it  essential  to  intro- 
duce this  order  to  enable  us  to  effect  some  of 
these  settlements  which  have  arisen,  and  which 
will  receive  the  approval  of  the  Mayor  before  any- 
thing can  be  done.  That  is  the  intention  of  the 
order. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
submitted  reports  with  orders  of  notice  of  hear- 
ings on  Tuesday,  the  20th  inst.,  at  four  o'clock 
P.  M.,  on  expediency  of  constructing  common 
sewers  in  Schuyler  and  Maple  streets,  in  Edge- 
wood  street,  and  in  Warwick  street,  between  Ster- 
ling and  Windsor  streets.  Orders  several'y 
passed. 

THF  BUNKER  HILL  CENTENNIAL. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following: 

The  joint  special  committee  to  which  was  re- 
ferred so  much  of  the  Mayor's  inaugural  address 
as  relates  to  the  celebration  of  the  17tn  of  June 
next,  having  carefully  considered  the  subject, 
beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report:  The  one 
hundredth  anniversary  of  the  first  great  battle  of 
the  American  revolution  is  an  event  which  clearly 
calls  for  recognition  and  commemorative  action 
on  the  part  of  the  municipal  authorities  of  Bos- 
ton; and  the  only  question  would  seem  to  be  the 
extent  and  character  of  the  action  which  it  would 
be  proper,  and,  under  the  circumstances,  desira- 
ble for  the  City  Government  to  take. 

Your  committee  have  conferred  with  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  State  and  of  the  Bunker  Hill 
Monument  Association,  but  no  definite  action  can 
be  taken  until  the  representatives  of  the  city  are 
duly  authorized  to  give  their  assent  to  such  ar- 
rangements as  may  be  agreed  upon  for  the  cele- 
bration. 

It  is  proposed  on  the  part  of  the  State  to 
invite  as  its  guests  the  principal  executive 
officers  of  the  United  States  and  the  govern- 
ors of  the  several  States  ;  and  to  order  out 
for  review  and  for  escort  duty  the  entire  mili- 
tia organization  of  this  State.  With  a  view  to 
secure  harmony  of  action  and  prevent  confusion 
in  carrying  out  the  details,  it  is  suggested  that  all 
the  other  matters  connected  with  the  celebration 
—except  the  delivery  of  the  oration,  for  which 
arrangements  have  already  been  made  by  the 
Monument  Association — should  be  under  the  con- 
trol and  management  of  the  city.  On  that  basis 
an  approximate  estimate  has  been  prepared  of 
he  expense  which  the  city  vvould  be  called  upon 


to  bear,  amounting  in  the  total  to  thirty  thousand 
dollars,  and  the  committee  would  respectfully 
recommend  the  passage  of  an  order  appropriating 
that  amount. 

As  this  celebration  will  undoubtedly  be  the  prin- 
cipal event  of  the  year  in  this  section  of  the  coun- 
try, it  would  hardly  seem  proper  or  expedient  for 
the  city  to  make  arrangements  for  an  elaborate 
celebration  of  the  Fourth  of  July ;  and  the  com- 
mittee would  suggest  that  the  programme  for  that 
day  be  confined  to  the  ringing  of  bells,  the  firing 
of  salutes,  the  delivery  of  an  oration  and  the  pro- 
viding amusements  for  the  publi <s  school  children 
—all  of  which  can  be  done  for  less  than  five  thou- 
sand dollars. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

For  the  Comoaittee. 
Thomas  B.  Harris,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  the  President 
of  the  Common  Council,  with  the  joint  special 
committee  to  which  was  referred  so  much  of  the 
Mayor's  inaugural  address  as  relates  to  the  cen- 
tennial celebiation  of  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill, 
be  authorized  to  make  suitable  arrangements  on 
the  part  of  the  city  of  Boston  for  the  celebration 
of  said  anniversary,  and  that  said  committee  be 
authorized  to  expend  for  that  purpose  the  income 
of  the  Foss  Fund  and  the  Babcock  Fund,  and  in 
addition  thereto  a  sum  not  exceeding  $30,000;  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Incidentals. 

Alderman  Harris— If  there  is  no  objectioa  I 
move  that  the  order  take  its  second  reading  this 
evening,  that  it  may  go  to  the  Council  on  Thurs- 
day. 

Alderman  Power— I  think  that  order  requires 
more  serious  consideration,  and  the  gentleman 
may  find  more  objection  in  carrying  his  sugges- 
tions into  practice  than  he  bargained  for.  I 
think  the  doing  away  with  the  celebration 
of  the  anniversary  of  the  independence 
of  this  country  will  not  be  accomplished  so  easily 
as  that ;  and  I  am  free  to  say  that  I  doubt  wheth- 
er we  should  appropriate  so  much  money  for  a 
celebration  that  will  be  confined  almost  to  one 
spot.  Then,  too,  I  have  doubts  as  to  the  propriety 
of  spending  that  amount  of  money  for  any  cele- 
bration at  this  time.  If  we  are  going  to  econo- 
mize, let  us  economize  in  that  as  well  as  in  any- 
thing else.  Thirty  thousand  dollars  is  as  much  as 
we  dared  to  appropriate  in  the  most  prosperous 
times  for  the  celebration  of  the  anniversary  of 
national  independence.  I  hope  the  Alderman  will 
withdraw  the  motion. 

Alderman  Stebbins— As  a  ir  ember  of  the  com- 
mittee from  whom  this  report  emanates,  I  desire 
to  state,  as  I  stated  to  the  chairman, that  I  ap- 
prove the  general  features  of  the  order,  but  I  dis- 
approve of  the  amount  asked  for.  I  think  $25,000 
will  be  ample,  and  I  even  think  that  $15,000  will 
provide  a  celebration  in  every  way  creditable  to 
the  city  and  thft  event.  I  shall,  therefore,  move 
to  amend  by  making  the  amount  $25,000. 

The  Chair  ruled  that  the  amendment  was  not  in 
order  at  that  time. 

Alderman  Prescott  asked  what  would  be  the 
income  from  the  funds  spoken  of. 

Alderman  Harris  replied  that  it  would  be  about 
$600.  As  there  was  opposition,  which  he  had  not 
anticipated,  he  withdrew  the  motion  for  a  second 
reading. 

The  report  and  order  were  laid  over. 

POLICE. 

Alo'erman  Burrage  offered  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Police : 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief  of  Police  be  authorized 
to  permit  certain  members  of  the  police  force  of 
this  city,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  ten  in 
number,  to  attend  the  centennial  celebrations  at 
Concord  and  Lexington,  and  to  exercise  such  pow- 
ers as  may  lawfully  be  conferred  upon  them  by 
the  Selectmen  of  said  towns. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  recommending  the  confirmation  of  the 
following  Executive  nominations  for  members  of 
the  police  force:  Timothy  Enright,  Libbeus  B. 
McCausland,  Samuel  S.  Sawyer,  Charles  W.  Ober, 
Henry  B.Shaw,  Elinhalet  L.  Graves,  Samuel  N. 
Prescott,  Christopher  J.  Burrill,  Charles  W.  Gar- 
field, George  E.  Weldon,  Thomas  Lowell,  John  F. 
M.  Burke,  Franklin  P.  Chase,  Benjamin  F.  John- 
ston, Edward  D.  Hall.  Report  accepted  and  nom- 
inations confirmed. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  as  follows: 
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License  to  deal  in  second-hand  articles  i  efused 
— Michael  Fowderby,  87  Lenox  street. 

Minor.-,'  applications  granted— One  bootblack, 
ten  newsboys. 

Wagon  license  granted— David  Sidney, 277 North 
street. 

Amusement  license  granted — Frank  Edwards 
for  license  for  exhibitions  of  sleigiit  of  hand,  etc., 
April  20  to  26  inclusive. 

Severally  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  license  heretofore  granted  Lo 
James  Graham  to  deal  in  second-hand  articles  at 
40  Batterymarch  strset  be  revoked  for  cause. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

THE  NEW  LIQUOR  LAW. 

Alderman  Stebbins  submitted  the  following, 
saying  it  was  desirable  to  have  the  order  take 
effect  on  the  1st  of  May : 

Whereas,  By  an  act  of  the  General  Court  of  tbe 
Commonwealth  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the 
sale  of  intoxicating  liquors,"  approved  the  fifth 
day  of  April  A.  D.  1875,  it  is  provided  among  oth- 
er things  as  follows,  uamely : 

"Sect.  20:  The  powers  and  duties  given  to  and 
imposed  upon  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  cities 
by  this  act  may  be  exercised  in  any  city  by  a 
Board  of  License  Commissioners,  if  tbe  City 
Council  of  such  city  shall  so  determine,  and  such 
board  shall  consist  of  three  inhabitants  of  said 
city,  to  he  appointed  by  the  Mayor  and  confirmed 
by  the  City  Couucil  thereof,  and  shall  hold  office 
until  the  first  day  of  May  next  after  their  appoint- 
ment, or  until  their  successors  are  appointed  and 
confirmed,  and  shall  receive  such  compensation 
as  the  City  Council  shall  determine" ;  and 

Whereas,  m  the  opinion  of  the  City  Council,  it 
is  expedient  that  the  powers  and  duties  conferred 
by  said  act  upon  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  cities 
should  be  exercised  in  the  city  of  Boston  by  a 
board  of  license  commissioners,  it  is  therefore 
hereby 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  nominate  for  confirmation  by  the  City  Coun- 
cil three  inhabitants  of  this  city,  to  constitute  a 
board  of  license  commissioners,  with  authority  to 
exercise  the  powers  and  duties  conferred  upon  rhe 
said  commissioners  by  the  ninety-ninth  chapter  of 
the  acts  of  the  year  1875. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  tbe  following : 

Ordered,  Tbat  the -Committee  on  Salaries  be 
directed  to  report  an  order  establishing  the  sal- 
aries of  the  commissioneis  to  be  appointed  under 
the  provisions  of  the  act  to  regulate  the  sale  of 
intoxicating  liquors. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  furnish  a  suitable  office,  in 
some  convenient  locality,  for  the  use  of  the  com- 
missioners to  be  appointed  under  the  provisions 
of  the  act  to  regulate  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquors. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

THE    CENSUS. 

Alderman  Quincy,  for  the  Committee  on  Census 
on  the  part  of  tbe  Boaid,  to  who  was  referred  the 
pttWon  of  Sampson,  Davenport  &  Co.,  submitted 
a  report  with  the  tollowing  order: 

Ordered,  That  George  Sampson,  with  such  a 
corps  of  assistants  as  may  b  ereaf  i  er  be  appointed  by 
the  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  be  selected  as  agent  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  the  census  of  this  city,  as 

provided   by   chapter   of     the  acts  of    1875, 

and  that  such  agents  be  duly  sworn  before  enter- 
ing on  said  duty. 

Read  once. 

MARKETS  TO  BE  CLOSED. 

Alderman  Prescott,  from  the  Committee  on 
Markets,  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  Faneuil  Hall  markets  be  closed 
at  and  after  nine  o'clock  A.  M.  on  Monday,  the 
19th  day  of  April  instant. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  re- 
ports in  favor  of  the  following  petitions  to  occupy 
stables:  Omar  Loring,  14  High  street,  Ward  16; 
Middlesex  Railroad,  to  keep  sixty  horses  in  addi- 
tion to  present  number  in  stable  on  Charlestown 
Neck;  Thomas  Glen  more,  to  occupy  new  wooden 
stable  on  Canterbury  street,  near  Mt.  Hope  street. 

Also  report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw 
(at  his  own  request)  on  petition  of  A.  P.  Wbeel- 
ock,  to  occupy  stable  at  334  Fourth  street. 

Severally  accepted. 


THE    NEW  CHARIER. 

A.lderman  Power — Mr.  Chairman:  In  accord- 
ance with  the  instructions  of  the  committee  of 
the  whole,  I  beg  leave  to  submit,  as  a  substitute 
foi  the  report  of  the  joint  special  committee  now 
before  the  Board,  a  copy  of  the  city  charter  in  a 
new  draft,  with  an  order  requesting  the  Mayor  to 
petition  the  General  Court  for  the  passage  of  an 
act  substantially  in  accordance  with  said  draft. 
It  is  n't  necessarv  for  me  to  say  that  while  I  offer 
this  report,  I  do  not  indorse  it;  in  fact  I  wish  it 
understood  that  I  do  not. 

The  principal  changes  made  by  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen in  tbe  draft  of  the  charter  as  reported  by 
the  committee  are  as  follows: 

Sectioa  3.  Authorizing  the  division  of  the  city 
into  thiity-six  wards. 

Sect.  6.  Providing  for  the  appointment  of  three 
registrars  of  voters,  one  to  be  appointed  annually, 
and  each  to  serve  for  three  years. 

Sect.  8.  Section  8  of  the  charter  as  prepared  by 
the  commissioneis.  adopted  as  a  substitute. 

Sect.  30.  Section  24  of  the  charter  as  prepared 
by  the  commissioners,  adopted  as  a  substitute.     .  ' 

Sect.  42.  Providing  that  in  case  of  the  veto  by 
the  Mayor  of  any  ordinance,  order,  resolution  or 
vote  of  the  Ci"y  Council,  a  vote  in  the  affirmative 
of  two-rhiids  of  the  whole  number  of  members  of 
the  branch  in  which  the  subject  originated  shall 
be  necessary  to  pass  the  same. 

Sect.  49.  Providing  that,  in  place  of  the  "ordi- 
nances and  orders,"  the  several  boards,  commis- 
sioners and  officers  of  the  City  Government  shall 
be  subject  only  to  the  "ordinances"  of  the  City 
Council  Kot  inconsistent  with  this  act. 

Sect.  56.  Providing  for  tbe  approval  of  the  Au- 
ditor's draft. 

Sect.  60.  Substituting  the  word  "Collector"  for 
"Treasurer"  at  tbe  end  of  the  section. 

Sect.  67.  Words  "and  for  the  payment  of  in- 
terest on  the  debt"  stricken  out. 

Sect.  71  (new).  Providing  for  disposition  of 
money  received  on  account  of  the  sinning  funds. 

Sect.  74.  Providing  for  the  countersigning  of 
drafts  or  checks  on  account  of  sinking  funds. 

Sects.  83-87  [83-86].*  Providing  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  offices  of  City  Treasurer  and  City 
Collector,  and  prescribing  their  duties. 

Sect.  88  [87].  Proviomg  for  the  removal  of  the 
City  Auditor. 

Sect.  91  [90].  Providing  that  " payments  ou  the 
city  debt"  be  included  in  the  Auditoi's  estimate 
of  amounts  necessary  to  be  raised  by  taxation. 

Sects.  92, 108, 116,  117,  212  and  214  [91, 118,  126, 127, 
225  and  227].  Substituting  word  "Collector"  for 
"Treasurer"  in  said  sections. 

Sect.  94  [93].  Providing  that  a  statement  of  the 
amount  and  character  of  the  city  debt  be  includ- 
ed in  tbe  Auditor's  annual  report. 

Sects.  97-100  L96-110].  Providing  for  a  Board  of 
Education  who  shall  have  the  direction  and  su- 
pervision of  the  public  schools ;  said  board  to  con- 
si=t  of  fifteen  persons,  five  to  be  appointed  annu- 
ally, and  each  to  serve  without  compensation  for 
three  years. 

Sect.  101  [111].  Section  107  of  the  charter,  as 
prepared  by  the  commissioners,  adopted  as  a  sub- 
stitute. 

Sects.  103, 104  [113, 114].  Sections  109  and  110  of 
the  charter,  as  prepared  bv  the  commissioners, 
adopted  respectively  as  substitutes. 

Sect.  118  [128].  Amended  by  adding  to  the  sec- 
tion, section  129  of  the  charter  as  prepared  by  the 
commissioners,  said  section  being  first  amended 
by  substituting  the  words  "City  Solicitor"  in  place 
of  "Counsel  of  the  corporation." 

Sect.  126  [136].  Providing  that  the  appointment 
of  constables  shall  be  with  the  approval  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  and  that  said  constables  may 
be  removed  by  the  Mayor,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen.' 

Sect.  140  [150].  Striking  out  provision  that  the 
Street  Commissioners  shah  have  all  the  powers 
conferred  upon  the  "City  Council,"  and  inserting 
a  proviso  tbat  said  commissioners  shall  construct 
any  main  drain  or  common  sewer  when  the  City 
Council,  by  a  two-thirds  vote,  of  the  members  of 
each  blanch,  shall  adjudge  that  public  con- 
venience or  health  requires  that  the  same  be  done, 
and  also  providing  that  under  certain  contin- 
gencies the  City  Council  may  modify  or  annul  any 
order  of  said  commissioners  for  the  numbering, 
renumbering  or  naming  of  any  street  or  way. 

Sect.  144  [1541  (new).    Providing  for  the  appoint- 

*  The  numbers  enclosed  in  brackets  refer  to  the  sec- 
tions in  the  draft  submitted  by  the  Joint  special  com- 
mittee of  the  City  Council. 
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merit;,  removal  and  fixing  the  rate  of  compensa- 
tion of  the  officers  and  persons  employed  in  the 
offices  cf  the  several  cicy  officers  named  in  the 
preceding  seccion. 

Sect.  155  of  charter,  as  submitted  by  the  com- 
mittee, stricken  out. 

Sect.  154  [165].  Provid-ng  that  the  City  Archi- 
tect shall  fix  the  compensation  of  the  subordinate 
officers  and  persons  employed  in  his  office. 

Sect.  160  [171].  Amended  by  acidicg  tto  the  sec- 
tion rhe  words  "connected  with  the  water  works." 

Sect.  181  of  charter  as  submitted  by  the  com- 
mittee, stricken  out. 

Sect.  170  [182].  Sect.  190  of  charter,  ?s  prepared 
by  the  contrail- sioners,  adopted  as  a  substitute. 

Sect.  221  of  charter,  as  submitted  by  the  com- 
mittee, stricken  out. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  rhe  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  oetirion  the  General  Court  tor  a  new  charter 
for  the  city  of  Boston,  substantially  in  accordance 
with  the  draft  appended  hereto. 

The  order  and  the  draft  of  the  ch  irter  were 
laid  over. 

REORGANIZATION     OF    THE     SCHOOL     COMMITTEE. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil it  is  expedient  to  apply  to  the  Genera!  Court, 
now  in  session,  for  such  an  amendment  of  the  city 
charter  of  Boston  as  will  authorize  the  Mayor, 
with  the  approval  of  the  City  Council,  to  appoint 
fif  ceen  persons  to  constitute  a  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, to  have  and  exercise  the  general  powers  now 
vested  in  the  School  Committee  of  this  cicy. 

Alderman  Power— If  that  resolve  is  passed  by 
the  Board  I  have  an  order  to  offer  with  it.  I 
woulo  state  that  rhis  is  offered  by  the  advice  of 
one  of  the  most  ardent  advocates  of  the  adoption 
of  the  new  charter.  As  no  one  expects  the  char- 
ter to  get  before  the  Legislature  this  year,  and  as  I 
am  willing  to  indorse  that  part  of  it,  I  think  it  is 
important  for  us  to  act  upon  it,  because  it  is  the 
only  department  I  am  willing  to  acknowledge  can 
be  bettered  by  a  commission.  My  opinion  is  it 
can't  be  any  worse  than  it  is  at  present,  and  that 
this  diminution  will  be  a  remedy  for  the 
evils  that  exist,  and  result  in  saving  a  large 
amount  of  money  to  the  city;  z.s  thrs 
part  might  be  got  to  the  Legislature  and  passed 
this  session,  I  offer  it.  If  any  of  the  fneods  of 
the  new  charter  think  it  will  interfere  with  that 
and  jeopardize  its  passage,  they  can  of  course  op- 
pose it;  but,  as  I  said, I  offered  it  with  the  advice 
of  the  most  ardent  advocate  of  the  city  charter, 
and  I  think  we  might  get  so  mucb  this  year.  If 
that  resolve  is  passed  I  shall  offer  tae  followmg 
order:  , 

Ordered,  That  tbe  Committee  on  Legislative 
Matters  be  instructed  to  appear  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  ot  Representatives  on  the 
Judiciary,  and  ask  for  an  amendment  of  that  por- 
tion of  the  present  charter  of  the  city  of  Boston 
which  relates  to  the  School  Committee,  so  as  to 
authorrze  the  appointment  of  a  Board  of  Educa- 
tion substantially  in  accordance  witb  the  plan 
adopted  by  thrs  Board. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  lather  hope  the  resolve  and 
order  will  lie  over.  They  are  somewhat  a  surprise, 
though  it  is  true  they  have  been  talked  about 
since" this  amendment  was  made. 

Alderman  Power— I  don't  wish  to  press  it,  and 
don't  wish  to  be  understood  as  offering  them  with 
the  view  of  stealing  anybody's  thunder,  or  doing 
anything  to  jeopardize  the  charter  itself.  But  the 
gentleman  with  whom  1  consulted  agreed  with  me 
that  it  was  an  important  thing  to  have ;  I  suggest- 
ed whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  have  it  offer- 
ed by  some  advocate  of  the  new  charter,  but  he 
did  n't  think  it  necessary. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  hope  the  matter  will  lie 
over  because  it  involves  exactlv  the  question  upon 
which  I  have  not  yet  made  up  my  mind— Whether 
it  is  advisable  td  detach  this  matter  of  the  School 
Committee  from  tbe  rest  of  the  charter  or  not? 
If  I  thought  it  advisable  to  do  so,  I  would  vote  for 
it  more  willingly  because  it  is  offered  by  the  gen- 
tleman who  has  made  marked  opposition  to  the 
new  charter. 

Alderman  Prescott— Peeling,  as  I  do,  that  there 
is  more  urgent  necessity  for  a  change  in  the  educa- 
tional aepaitment  tnan  in  any  other,  I  am 
heartily  in  favor  of  the  resolve  and  order  intro- 
duced by  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12,  and  if  it  is 
passed  to  obtain  the  authority  from  the  Legisla- 
ture during  the  present  year. 

Alderman  Stebbins— It  will  be  remembered  that 
this  was  the  only  provision  of  the  proposed  new 
charter  which  met  the  unanimous  approval  of  tbe 
members  of  the  Board. 


Alderman  Harris— Not  unanimous. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  thought  it  was  unani- 
mous. It  is  even  more  radical  in  its  changes  than 
that  reported  by  the  commissioners;  out  after 
hearing  the  statements  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  9  relative  to  the  School  Department,  this 
was  approved,  and  if  it  is  passed  by  the  City 
Council  at  an  early  nay,  I  have  no  doubt  this  im- 
portant change  can  be  made  at  the  present  session 
of  the  Legislature, 

Alderman  Burraae— I  desire  to  say  that  I  am 
heartily  in  favor  of  this  amendment,  but  I  doubt 
the  e.<peoiency  of  seadmg  it  to  the  Legislature 
separate  from' the  charter  at  this  late  hour  of  the 
session.  If  it  should  not  succeed,  it  may  preju- 
dice this  feature  of  the  charter  in  tuture.  I  am 
very  glad  to  bear  the  seatiment  of  tbeA.ldt-rui2.il 
from  Ward  12  and  meet  him  upon  common 
ground;  but  it  seems  to  me  to  be  a  doubtful 
expediency  to  send  it  to  tbe  Legislature  and 
have  it  rushed  •  through  this  session.  We  have 
askru  a  great  many  things  from  the  Legis- 
lature, and  it  seems  to  me  that  this  has  n't  been 
long  enough  before  the  people  to  be  thoroughly 
considered.  It  looks  a  little  like  forcing  the  mat- 
ter. But  the  more  they  think  of  it  the  more  I  be- 
lieve they  will  favor  it. 

Alderman  Quincy— It  has  been  a  surprise  to  me 
that  this  extreme  change  of  the  organization  of 
the  School  Committee  has  made  so  little  comment 
outside  of  the  Board  and  from  the  press.  It  may 
be  said  that  this  is  like  forcing  it,  but  I  am  per- 
fectly willing  that  the  Board  should  vote  upon  the 
resolve,  which  does  not  pledge  us  to  the  order.  If 
the  order  can  lie  ov.-r  till  the  next  meeting  per- 
hans  the  passage  of  tbe  resolve  will  call  public 
attention  to  the  subject. 

Alderman  Power — I  am  perfectly  willing  that 
the  friends  of  the  new  charter  should  manage  that 
as  they  see  fit,  aud  I  wish  it  understood  that  I  am 
perfectly  "villing  to  go  for  anytning  good  in  the 
new  charter.  This  is  the  only  department  that  I 
think  is  in  need  of  such  radical  changes  as  that 
charter  proposes.  I  am  satisfied,  and  have  been 
for  a  long  time,  that  there  should  be  some  change 
in  the  management  of  the  schools  of  Boston. 
Their  expenditure  of  money  is  immensely 
in  excess  of  what  it  should  be,  and  the 
sooner  it  is  remedied  the  better.  I  know 
of  nothing  that  needs  an  immediate  remedy  so 
much  as  this.  I  indorse  and  am  willing  to  go  tor 
this  change,  because  I  feel  that  there  must  be 
some  improvement  made  over  the  present  system 
of  managing  the  schools  of  Boston ;  but  I  leave  it 
in  the  hands  of  those  who  brought  it  here.  I  move 
that  the  resolve  take  rts  second  reading,  as  there 
seems  to  be  no  objection  to  it. 

The  resolve  was  read  a  second  time  and  put  up- 
on its  passage. 

Alderman  Barrage— It  seems  to  me  that  that  is 
the  whole  of  it,  and  if  you  pass  one  you  might  as 
well  pass  the  other.  Idoo't  understand  the  dis- 
tinction the  gentleman  makes  between  the  two. 
My  obiection  is  that  it  had  better  lie  over  till  the 
next  meeting. 

Alderman  Power— The  distinction  is  apparent. 
The  order  instructs  the  committee  to  appear  be- 
fore the  Legislature,  and  the  resolve  does  not. 

Alderman  Burrage— We  commit  ourselves  all 
the  same. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  would  suggest,  iu  order 
to  meet  rhe  views  of  the  Board,  that  the  resolve 
be  amended  so  as  to  leave  out  the  expediency  of 
applying  to  the  Geneial  Court  ac  the  present  ses- 
sion. 

Alderman  Stebbins— i  should  prefer  either  that 
it  pass  now  and  that  the  present  charter  be 
amended,  and  I  think  we  haa  better  pass  the  or- 
aer  rather  than  let  it  lie  over. 

Alderman  Prescott  —  I  don't  know  why  we 
should  n't  be  competent  to  pass  the  resolve,  which 
is  merely  an  expression  of  opinion  of  the  Board. 

Alderman  Stebbins — Don't  you  propose  to  go  to 
the  Legislature  upon  it? 

Alderman  Prescott — That  is  an  after  considera- 
tion. What  I  want  to  get  at  is  an  expression  of 
opinion  upon  the  plau.  It  the  opinion  of  the 
Board  is  in  favor  of  it  I  want  it  so  recorded.  I 
move  to  strike  out  the  words  "apply  to  the  Gener- 
al Court,  now  in  session,  for  such  amendment  of," 
and  insert  "so  amend  to." 

Alderman  Harris— Have  n't  we  already  peti- 
tioned the  Legislature  to  reouce  the  number  of  the 
School  Committee  to  sixty-four  or  seventy  two,  or 
by  making  thtrty-srx  wards,  and  by  having  two 
School  Committee  men  from  each  ward?  It  seems 
to  me  that  we  are  acting  inconsistently  to  petition 
to  have  the  whole  matter  taken  out  nt  the  hands 
of  the  people  and  put  under  the  control  of  an  ap- 
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pointed  commission, 
to  wait  till  rue 
ed.  In  the  matter 
I  am  not  elected 
mine  what  is  the  best 
mittee  to  adopt.    It  is 


I  feel  that  we  ought 
new  charter  is  report- 
of    schools     I     feel     that 

to  this  Board  to  deter- 
course  for  the  School  Cora- 

a  distinct  branch    of  the 


City  Government ;  they  are  elected  by  tbe  people 
and  are  responsible  to  the  people  as  much  as  the 
Aldermen  are.  If  the  people  do  not  see  fit  to  take 
the  matter  into  their  hands  and  change  it  them- 
selves, whether  it  becomes  us  to  do  it  I  have  se- 
rious doubts  in  my  own  mind. 

Alderman  Stebbins— How  can  the  people  do  it 
except  through  this  Board  of  Aldermen? 

Alderman  Harris— I  presume  it  is  competent  for 
the  people  to  petition  this  Board,  and  certainly 
we  have  no  such  petitions  before  us.  I  have  n't 
as  yet  been  able  to  find  out  this  grievance  enter- 
tained  by   so    many  in  regard  to  the  schools ;  I 


think  it  is  more  imaginary  than  real.  My  own  im- 
pression is  that  che  schools  are  as  well  managed 
now  as  they  can  be  by  a  commission  of  fifteen 
men. 

The  amendment  was  lost— 5  for,  5  against. 

Alderman  Prescoct— I  do  not  wish  to  be  under- 
stood, by  offering  the  amendment,  as  opposed  to 
petitioning  the  General  Court;  I  merely  wanted  to 
get  at  an  expression  of , the  opinion  of  the  Board. 
As  it  stands  now,  the  Board  have  not  expressed 
such  an  opinion.  Some  who  favor  the  plan  un- 
doubtedly oppose  petitioning  the  Legislature  at 
the  present  session. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Burrage  the  subject 
was  specially  assigned  for  the  next  meeting  at 
five  o'clock  P.  M. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Burrage  the  Board  ad- 
journed, and  stood  adjourned  to  Tuesday,  20th 
inst.,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M. 
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COMMON      COUNCIL 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 


APRIL    15,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting-  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M., 
Halsey  J.  Boardrnan,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS     FROM    THE    BOARD     OF    ALDERMEN    FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Petitions  of  Glenden  &  Co.  et  al.,  Josiah  Dun- 
ham et  al.,  J.  A.  Splaine,  Moses  Adan  et  al.,  Al- 
beit Blaisdell,  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company 
and  Massachusetts  Infant  Asylum.  Severally  re- 
ferred. 

Auditor's  monthly  exhibit,  dated  April  5.  (Print- 
ed City  Doc.  No.  47, 1875.)    Placed  on  file. 

Report  nominating  field  drirers  and  pound  keep- 
er.--, fence  viewers,  inspectors  of  lime  and  cullers 
of  hoop",  and  staves. 

Mr.  Willcutt  of  Ward  17  said  he  noticed  that 
there  was  evidently  a  clerical  error  in  the  list  of 
nominations,  and  he  moved  to  amend  by  striking- 
out  the  names  of  James  W.  Wason  and  Henry  A. 
Woods  from  the  list  of  field  drivers  and  pound 
keeper;,  and  insert  them  among  those  of  fence 
viewers;  and  to  transfer  the  names  of  Thomas 
Cunningham  and  James  M.  Davis  from  the  list  of 
fence  viewers  to  that  of  pound  keepers.  The 
amendment  /?as  adopted,  and  the  nominations  as 
amended  were  confirmed. 

Report,  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  purchase  cer- 
tain estates  on  Orchard  park.    Accepted. 

Reports  and  orders  authorizing  permits  to  erect 
wooden  buildings  to  be  issued,  viz. :  To  the  Old 
Colon v  Railroad  Company,  on  Sixth  street;  to  the 
Miadle  ex  Railroad  Company,  on  Chirlestown 
Neck.    Orders  .--everally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  nominating  Newton  Talbot  as  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Sinking  Fund  for  two  years,  and 
certificate  of  the  election  of  said  Talbot  to  said 
office  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  Report  accept- 
ed and  nomination  laid  over. 

Orders  authoiiziug  a  contract  for  care  of  public 
giounds  and  trees  m  the  streets  of  East  Boston, 
at  not  exceeding  $900;  authorizing  contract  for 
care  of  Blackstone,  Franklin,  Worcester  and 
Lowell  >quarep,  and  Uaion  park,  at  oot  exceed- 
ing $1650;  and  authorizing  a  a  expenditure  not  ex- 
ceeding $2500  tor  improvement  of  public  grounds 
near  Jamaica  Pond.  S 3 verally  ordered  to  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Report  and  order  lirecting  the  unexpended 
balance  of  the  appropriation  of  $10,000,  made  in 
1874,  for  cbe  extension  of  Comm.;u  wealth  avenue, 
to  be  sec  apart  and  held  for  the  payment  of  ex- 
penses incurred  by  the  Committee  on  Common 
and  Public  Grounds  in  making  said  extension. 
Order  passed. 

Report  nominating  Joseph  P.  Paine  and  John 
E.  Blakemore  as  Trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery 
for  two  years,  and  certificate  of  election  of  said 
persons  as  such  officers.  Report  accepted  and 
nominations  laid  over. 

Orders  authorizing  expenditures,  viz.:  Of  not 
exceeding  $10,000,  ia  hiring  laborers  and  keeping 
in  good  order  and  condition  the  Common,  Public 
Garden,  and  other  public  grounds  not  provided 
for;  of  not  exceeding  $1500  in  hiring  team-:  for 
work  on  the  puolic  grounds;  ot  not  exceeding 
$200,  for  tools  for  the  Common,  etc.,  and  repairs 
on  the  same ;  of  not  exceeding  $500,  for  trees  and 
shrubs  for  the  public  grounds ;  of  not  exceeding 
$1500.  for  sods  for  public  grounds ;  of  not  exceed- 
ing $250,  for  grass  and  other  seeds  tor  Common, 
etc. ;  of  not  exceeding  $1500,  for  lcam  for  the  pub- 
lic giounds;  of  not  exceeding  $900,  for  manure 
for  Common,  etc. ;  of  not  exceeding  $6000,  for  red 
giavel  for  path3  on  public  grounds ;  of  not  ex- 
ceeding $1000,  in  paying  for  use  of  water  and  for 
watering  the  streets  around  the  public  grounds. 
Severally  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Preamble  and  order  requesting  i,b"e  Mayor  to 
nominate  three  persons  to  be  License  Commis- 
sioners, with  authority  to  exercise  the  powers  and 
duties  conferred  by  the  ninety-ninth  chapter  of 
the  acts  of  1875.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  authorizing  a  suitable  office  to  be  fur- 
nished for  the  License  Commissioners  when  ap- 
pointed. Read  twice,  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule,  on  motion  ot  Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10  (who 
said  it  was  desnable  that  che  commissioners 
should  begin  their  duties  on  the  first  of  May  when 
the  act  takes  effect),  and  passed. 


Order  directing  the  Committee  on  Salaries  to 
report  an  order  establishing  the  salaries  of  said 
License  Commissioners.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  the  Treasurer  to  remit  the 
taxes  assessed  upon  the  estates  named  in  a  sched- 
ule accompanying  said  order,  during  the  years 
therein  designated,  amounting  to  $6217.50.  Order 
read  twice  ai^d  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  a  loan  of  $100,000,  to  be 
added  to  the  amount  borrowed  for  the  purchase 
of  water  pipes,  etc.,  for  Wards  17  and  19,  to  be 
used  for  the  same  purpose  and  lor  laying  down 
said  pipes.    Order  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

ELECTIONS. 

The  following  elections  occurred : 
Trustee  of  City  Hospital.  Certificate  of  the  elec- 
tion by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  William  A.  Rust 
as  Trustee  of  the  City  Hospital,  in  place  of  Stephen 
L.  Emery,  chosen  by  this  Council. 

The  Council  proceeded  to  ballot.  Messrs.  Wilbur 
of  Ward  13,  Walbridge  of  "Ward  12,  and  Damon  of 
Ward  10  were  appointed  a  committee  to  receive, 
sort  and  count  votes.    They  reported — 

Whole  number  [ot  votes 62 

Necessary  to  a  choice 32 

Stephen  L.  Emery 23 

William  A.  Rust 39 

And  Mr.  Rust  was  declared  elected  in  concurrence. 
Director  for  Public  Institutions.  Certifica<-e  of 
the  election,  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  of  Sylva- 
nus  A.  Deuio  as  a  Director  for  Public  Institutions, 
in  place  of  Benjamin  Dean,  chosen  by  this  Coun- 
cil. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  said  he  had  been  re- 
quested by  Mi.  William  Say*ard  to  withdraw  his 
name  as  on*  of  the  candidates.  Messrs.  Sprague 
of  Ward  4,  Barry  of  Ward  7,  and  Harrigan  of 
Ward  1,  were  appointee  a  committee  to  receive, 
sort  and  count  voces.  They  reported- 
Whole  number  of  votes 62 

Necessary  for  a  choice 32 

Benjamin  Dean 43 

Sylvanus  A.  Demo 19 

And  Mr.  Dean  was  declared  elected  in  non-con- 
currence.   Certificate  seut  up. 

Members  of  Cochituate  Water  Board.  The  elec- 
tion of  members  of  the  Cocnituate  Water  Board 
came  up  in  the  regular  order  among  the  unfin- 
ished business. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10  moved  that  the  nomi- 
nations be  laid  on  the  table  for  the  present,  as  the 
discussion  of  the  question  establishing  a  Water 
Boat  d  wajs  specially  assigned  for  half-past  eight 
o'clock,  and  it  would  be  more  agreeable  to  the 
candidates  and  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  for 
the  election  to  be  postponed  until  the  other  ques- 
tion was  decided." 

The  motion  was  lost  and  a  ballot  was  ordered. 
Messrs.  Train  of  Ward  13,  Pierce  of  Ward  11,  and 
Moley  of  "Ward  19  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
receive,  sort  and  count  votes.    They  reported — 

Whole  number  of  votes 63 

Necessary  to  a  choice 32 

Th  omas  Gogin 36 

Charles  R.  McLean 36 

Leonard  R.  Cutter 46 

William  J.  R.  Evans 2 

Shaw 1 

Mr.  Cutter  was  declared  elected  in  non-concur- 
rence.and  a  second  ballot  was  taken  to  fill  the 
vacancy. 

Whole  number  of  votes 61 

Necessary  for  a  choice 32 

Thomas  Gogin 33 

Charles  R.  McLean 24 

J.  M.  Wightman 1 

W.  J.  R.  Evans 3 

And  Mr.  Gogin  was  declared  elected  in  concur- 
rence.   Certificate  sent  up. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  authorizing  the  Mayor  to  cause  two  lights 
to  be  placed  in  the  steeple  of  the  Old  North  Church 
on  the  evening  of  the  18th  inst.,  it  being  the  cen- 
tennial anniveisary  of  lights  being  caused  to  be 
placed  tht  re  by  Paul  Revere.  Passed  in  concur- 
lence. 

In  this  connection  the  President  read  an  invita- 
tion from  the  pastorand officers  of  Christ  Church, 
Salem  street,  for  the  Council  to  attend  centennial 
services  at  that  chinch  on  the  evening  of  the  18th 
inst.    The  invitation  was  accepted. 

Order  for  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  to 
cause  the  bell  ot  the  Maverick  Congregational 
Society  to  be  rung  at  the  usual  morning,  noon  and 
evening  hours.  Amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Har- 
rigan of  Ward  1,  by  striking  out  "Mavenck 
square"  and  inserting  "Central  square,"  and 
passed.  Sent  up  for  concuirence  in  the  amend- 
ment. 
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THE  BOSTON  WATER  BOARD. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6,  the  Coun- 
cil proceeeed  to  the  consideration  of  the  special 
assignment  tor  8%  o'clock,  viz.,  report  and  ordi- 
nance to  establisn  the  Boston  Water  Board.  [City 
Doc.  No.  38, 1875.] 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  ordi- 
nance. 

Mr.  Devereux  of  Ward  22— My  reason  for 
asking  for  a  delay  upon  this  matter  and  its 
special  assignment  for  two  weeks  from  that  time 
was  for  the  purpose  of  getting  at  a  better  under- 
standing with  my  colleagues  in  a  conference  that 
■we  desired  to  have  with  tne  Mystic  Water  Board. 
We  desired  to  know  what  tbeir  views  were  upon 
this  procedure,  as  well  as  to  ascertain  what  work 
was  m  progress  that  would  be  necessary  for  them 
to  carry  out  in  the  interests  of  the  city 
of  Boston.  We  have  had  that  conference 
and  we  have  learned  their  views.  By  refer- 
erence  to  City  Document  94,  it  will  be  seen  that  in 
June,  1874,  authority  was  given  the  Mystic  Water 
Board  to  bond  land  and  make  estimates  of  the  ex- 
pense of  laying  a  sewer  or  series  of  sewers  to  pu- 
rify, by  every  means  possible,  the  Mystic  water. 
It  is  well  known,  sir,  that  there  is  a  series  of  tan- 
neries in  the  vicinity  of  Mystic  Lake,  located  above 
it,  and  their  desire  was  to  build  a  sewer  for 
the  purpose  of  diverting  ttoose  impurities 
from  running  into  the  Mystic  Lake.  An 
estimate  was  made  by  Mr.  Doane,  whose  re- 
port is  here,  that  thai;  sewer  would  cost  $160,000, 
extending-  a  distance  of  about  fifteen  miles.  But 
while  this  matter- was  in  progress,  and  negotia- 
tions were  pending  for  the  purchase  of  land  to 
build  storage  basins,  an  intimation  was  made  by 
several  citizens  to  the  board  th;»t  by  and  by,  or 
quite  soon,  the  city  of  Boston  would  put  the  Mys- 
tic Water  Board  under  the  control  of  the  Cochit- 
uate  Water  Board,  and  thereby  they  might  be 
able  to  get  more  money  for  their  lands ;  aud 
also  that  certain  persons  interested  in  lands 
were  desirous  of  holding  them  back,  so  that  they 
could  get  a  larger  price  for  their  land.  Now,  sir, 
as  a  matter  of  justice  to  our  city— and  I  think  I 
represent  in  part  some  thirty  or  thirty-five  thou- 
sand people  who  were  the  projectors  of  this  work 
— and  in  the  interest  of  them,  and  an  a  matter  of 
public  policy,  I  think  it  is  wholly  inexpedient  that 
any  change  should  take  place  in  the  Mystic  Water 
Board  or  its  management.  It  has  been  alleged, 
and  I  think  Mr.  Kimball  asserted  here,  that  an  ex- 
president  of  that  hoard  was  in  favor  of  this 
change.  I  have  had  a  conversation  with  Mr. 
Lawrence  on  this  question,  and  he  distinctly  told 
me  he  was  utterly  opposed  to  any  such  change 
until  the  new  charter  shall  be  adopted  by  the  city, 
or  that  it  should  be  merged  under  the  control  of 
commissioners.  The  Mystic  Water  Board  have 
expressed  that  opinion  unanimously,  and, 
for  myself,  I  have  seen  no  reason  since 
that  conference  —  and  I  have  no  doubt 
my  colleagues  will  speak  for  themselves  upon 
that  subject— tor  such  a  change,  either  as  a  public 
policy  or  for  the  interest  of  the  citizens  of  Boston, 
or  on  the  score  of  economy.  Now,  sir,  as  to  the 
economy  of  those  works  and  the  mauner  of  their 
management,  I  have  only  to  lefer  to  the  cost  of 
them  and  to  the  income  from  them.  In  the 
Auditor's  report  of  1875-76  you  will  find  from 
the  report  of  the  Mystic  Water  Board  tnat 
they  anticipated  an  income  of  $250,000; 
while  the  expense,  including  the  interest  on 
the  debt — which  is  on  the  construction  account 
now  closed,  about  $146,000— would  be  about  $100,- 
000,  thereby  leaving  a  surplus  ot  $150,000.  Now, 
sir,  I  claim,  and  I  believe  truly  what  I  say,  tuat 
should  these  two  boards  be  merged  into  one,  how- 
ever much  I  may  believe  in  the  fidelity  and  ardor 
and  probity  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board,  and 
in  their  ability,  yet  I  believe,  sir,  we  should 
see  but  little  surplus  if  it  was  in  their 
hands.  Now,  the  Mystic  water  has  cost 
us  only  a  very  small  sum.  And  it  would  n't 
do  to  compare  for  a  moment — because  compari- 
sons would  be  odious— the  cost  of  the  Mystic  with 
that  of  the  Cochituate;  but  I  have  yet  to  learn 
that  the  income  from  the  Cochituate  water  has 
paid  the  interest  on  its  indebtedness— I  so  find  by 
the  Auditor's  report.  Therefore,  as  a  principle  of 
equity,  involving  the  best  interest  of  the  crty  of 
Boston,  I  certainly  shall  oppose  the  consolidation 
of  these  two  boards.  I  believe  that  there  is  no 
one  thing  that  makes  it  necessary.  The 
gentlemen  composing  the  Mystic  Water  Board 
are  men  of  large  experience ;  they  have  been  very 
familiar  with  all  its  details ;  thev  thoroughly  un- 
derstand its  workings  and  management,  and  can 


do  it  tar  better  than  any  other  class  of  men  who 
may  com?  into  that  labor  and  work.  Therefore  I 
shall  oppose  it  and  protest  against  it. 

Mr.  Stacey  of  Ward  21— Mr.  President,  I  oppose 
the  passage  of  this  ordinance,  not  from  any  sec- 
tional feeling  or  prejudice,  but  because  I  think  it 
is  for  the  interest  ot  the  city  of  Boston  to  have 
the  Mystic  Water  Board  remain  separate  and  dis- 
tinct from  the  Cochituate.  When  I  first  learned 
that  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  would  report 
an  ordinance  of  this  nature,  it  was  represented 
that  the  duties  of  the  water  boards  were  so 
ODerous  that  it  was  difficult  to  obtain  citizens  of 
acknowledged  talent  to  accept  a  posrtion  on  them  ; 
I  have  since  been  informed  from  unquestionable 
authority  that  there  are  plenty  of  sound  business 
men  and  retired  merchants  of  financial  ability  in 
this  city,  who  are  willing  to  accept  the  position 
and  give  it  all  necessary  lime  in  conjunction  with 
the  efficient  superintendents  and  officers  of  the 
boards.  I  have  no  doubt  but  they  would  be  man- 
aged as  successful  in  the  future,  as  in  the  past,  for 
it  has  never  been  inumated  that  there  has  ever 
been  any  dereliction  of  duty,  by  the  officers  of  the 
boards;  on  the  contrary,  as  tar  as  the  Mvstic  is 
concerned,  with  which  I  am  more  familiar,  its 
affairs  have  been  conducted  by  the  highest  order 
of  financial  ability ;  as  by  this  statement  in  the 
Auditor's  report  of  1873  and  '74,  "By  the  terms  of 
annexation  of  the  city  of  Charlestown,  the  Mystic 
Waterworks  which  now  supply  that  city,  East 
Boston,  Chelsea,  Somerville  and  Everett,'  come 
into  possession  of  this  city.  The  outstanding 
loans  on  account  of  these' works  are  $1,403,000. 
The  revenue  derived  annually  from  these  works,  as 
they  now  stand  is  sufficient  to  pay  their  running  ex- 
penses  and  interest  on  the  debt  ;'also  to  pay  a  hand- 
some surplus  into  the  sinking  fund  for  its  redemp- 
tion." Mr.  President  and  gentlemen  of  the  Coun- 
cil, I  think  there  is  a  strong  prejudice  against  the 
Myotic  in  and  about  the  City  Hall  with  some 
officials;  never  a  good  word  is  said  f  jr  it,  but  it  is 
spoken  cf  with  many  a  sly  hit,  as  though  its 
waters  were  dangerous  and  baleful,  calculated  to 
poison  the  system  and  spread  disease.  Thehealth 
of  the  communrties  depending  on  it,  which  will 
compare  favorably  with  those  relying  on  the 
Cochituate,  is  sufficient  refutation'  of  all  snch 
ideas.  The  Mystic  certainly  deserves  a  good 
word  from  the  citizens  of  Boston.  la  that  terrible 
fire  cf  Nov.  9,  '72  when  men's  hearts  quaked 
within  them,  and  the  complete  de5truction  of 
the  city  at  one  time  appeared  inevitable,  when 
iron,  stone  and  brick  seemed  to  dissolve  in  flames, 
the  Mystic  early  in  the  fire  was  connected,  and 
the  natural  effect  of  a  current  with  fifty  to  fifty- 
five  pounds  pressure  into  one  of  forty  may  readily 
be  imagined ;  it  also  did  good  service  the  follow- 
ing spring  at  the  fire  corner  of  Washington  and 
Essex  streets.  If  this  ordinance  passes,  I  fear 
that  amid  the  amount  of  labor  and  time  required 
to  oversee  the  extension  of  the  Cochituate  works 
the  next  few  years  the  Mystic  and  the  wants 
of  its  consumers  would  be  a  secondary  considera- 
tion. The  purification  of  its  waters  is  a  subject 
that  demands  immediate  attention.  lam  unwill- 
ing to  admit  that  the  water  is  not  pure  and  whole- 
some. The  Bunker  Hill  wards,  Chelsea,  Somer- 
ville and  Everett,  find  no  fault  with  it;  but 
in  East  Boston  it  seems  to  be  a  subject 
of  general  complaint,  whether  caused  by 
the  pipes  being  old,  or  on  account  of 
its  being  at  the  termini  of  the  pipes,  and  the 
great  pressure  driving  all  the  impurities  thither, 
I  know  not  which,  but  prompt  and  efficient  meas- 
ures should  be  taken  to  remedy  the  evil.  The  con- 
dition of  the  water  afer  the  March  thaw  was 
caused  by  the  rapid  filling  of  the  pond  ;  in  sixty- 
hours  the  pond  was  full  and  flowing  over  the  dam, 
the  ground  being  frozen  and  filling  so  rapidly 
everything  was  washed  into  it.  An  act  is  now 
before  the  Legislature  for  the  construction  of  a 
sewer  which  will  relieve  the  lake  from  all  con- 
tamination. It  will  undoubtedlv  pass,  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  present  board  are  the  proper 
parties  to  superintend  its  construction,  and  that 
the  time  has  not  yet  arrived  for  it  to  be  abolished. 
Mr.  President,  the  community  whose  energy  and 
perseverance  secured  this  large  and  unfailing  sup- 
ply of  water,  are  looking  with  jealous  eyes  on 
this  movement,  and  I  should  fail  in  doing'justice 
to  my  constituents  did  I  not  in  my  humble  way 
oppose  it.  I  say  large  and  unfailing  supply,  be- 
cause only  once,  and  that  during  the  late  drought, 
which  was  an  exceptional  period,  and  probably 
might  never  happen  again  in  half  a  century,  has 
it  ever  failed  to  yield  a  bountiful  supply,  and  with 
the  erection  of  proper  storage  basins,  which  could 


313 


COMMON       COUNCIL 


be  done  at  small  cost,  such  a  thing  would 
never  again  happen.  There  are  today  men  of 
good  judgment  ana  thoroughly  conveisant  with, 
the  subject,  who  confidently  assert  that  by 
the  erection  of  those  storage  basins  and  connect- 
ing the  tributaiy  ponds  au  ample  supply  of  water 
could  have  been  obtained  without  having  lecourse 
to  Sudbury  River.  Messrs.  Baldwin  and  Steven- 
son, in  1  heir  report  of  1859,  say  "thfct  the  area  of 
the  country  forming  the  drainage  basin  of  the 
Mystic  Lake  is  thirty-one  square  miles,  not  exclu- 
sive of  the  area  of  the  water  sui  faces  of  the  ponds 
and  streams  lying  within  the  basin.  As  I  said  be- 
fore, the  people  of  that  locality  who  introduced 
the  Mystic  object  to  the  board  being  abolished; 
they  think  its  past  recoid  deserves  a  better  fate 
than  to  have  it  sink  into  oblivion.  The  increase 
of  rates  the  past  year  in  order  to  have  them  cor- 
respond with  the' Cochituate  rates  has  been  a  mat- 
ter of  genersJ  grumbling  from  tne  consumeis. 
To  this  I  do  not  object,  nor  do  I  see  how  it  could 
be  avoided.  They  also  fear  that  of  the  three  com- 
missioi.ers  appointed  there  might  not  be  one  of 
them  who  ever  was  connected  with  the  Mystic, 
and  consequently  would  be  entirely  ignorant  of 
what  bad  beeu  done  in  the  past  or  might  be  need- 
ed in  the  future,  for  the  intei  est  of  those  depend- 
ent on  the  Mystic  for  their  supply.  If  I  thought 
it  was  for  the  interests  of  the  people  at  large  no 
opposition  would  come  from  me,  but  I  believe  the 
time  has  not  fully  arrived  to  make  this  change, 
and  that  a  substituie  could  be  proposed  which 
would  be  more  acceptable. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6—- It  might  seem  to  be  in- 
ferred from  the  remarks  of  the  gentlemen  from 
the  Charlestons  District,  that  the  Committee  on 
Ordinance?,  in  trying  to  unite  the  two  boards, 
have  some  feeling  against  the  Mystic  Board,  and 
that  they  were  inclined  to  unite  it  with  the 
Cochituate  because  they  felt  that  the 
Mystij  Water  Board  haa  not  in  the  past 
done  its  duty.  So  far  as  one  member  of 
that  committee,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  would 
state  that  I  am  ready  to  concede  to  the  Mystic 
Water  Board  all  the  credit  to  which  they  aie  en- 
titled; 1  am  willing  to  admit  that  the  Mystic 
Water  Board,  and  all  the  works  in  their  hands, 
have  been  managed  as  well  as  any  water  works  of 
the  size  could  be  managed  while  under  their 
charge.  But  it  is  not  a  question  of  management, 
or  mismanagement,  or  revenue,  or  its  future  ex- 
pense; the  question  is  simply,  Shall  the  Mys- 
tic and  the  Cochituate  be  united  and  the 
water  works  of  the  city  of  Boston  be  put  under 
one  head,  or  shall  there  be  two  separate  water 
boards  managing  the  Water  Works  of  the  city  of 
Boston?  .  Now  the  Mystic  Water  Works  do  not 
supply  simply  the  Charlestown  District;  tney  sup- 
ply part  of  the  city  of  Boston ;  they  furnish  East 
Boston  with  water.  There  seems  to  be  no  reason 
why  the  Mystic  Works  should  be  kept  separate 
from  the  Cochituate  Works  any  more  than 
that  the  Charlestown  Fiie  Department 
should  be  kept  separate  from  the  Boston 
Fire  Department,  or  the  Health  or  Street  Depart- 
ments kept  separate.  The  time  has  come 
when  a  large  amount  of  money  must  be 
expended  in  connection  with  the  Cochituate 
Water  Works,  and,  as  we  all  know,  and 
as  the  gentleman  has  remindbd  us,  a  large 
sum  is  to 'be  expended  in  connection  with  the 
Mystic  Waterworks,  the  question  naturally  arises, 
How  can  this  money  be  best  expended?  how  can  the 
interests  of  the  city  of  Boston-  andliocludein  that 
all  the  annexed  territory— best  be  promoted?  Will 
it  be  by  two  separate  boaros,  one  constructing 
works  in  the  Charlestown  District  in  the  Mystic 
region,  another  constructing  works  in  the  region 
of  the  Cochituate  works  ?  Or  will  it  be  better  to 
put  them  under  one  head,  and  have  the  works 
done  under  one  commission,  or  two  sets  of  agents  ? 
or  under  one  engineer  or  two  engineers?  Now,  it 
seems  to  me  that  that  is  the  simple  question  to 
be  determined,  How  can  the  water  interests  of  the 
city  of  Boston  be  best  managed?  I  believe  that 
they  can  be  best  managed  at  the  present  time  by 
a  board  of  paid  commissioners,  to  be  appointed  as 
provided  for  in  the  ordinance  which  we  uave  had 
the  honor  to  submit  to  the  Council.  The  Cochitu- 
ate Water  Board,  as  you  well  know,  is  composed 
of  seven  members,  two  elected  annually  from 
this  branch,  one  from  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, and  four  citizens  at  large,  two  going  out  of 
office  and  two  corning  in  each  year.  Now,  Mr. 
President,  the  works  that  we  contemplate  will 
cover  a  period  of  at  least  three  years,  and  could 
they  be  better  managed  by  a  board  of  three  men 
not  changed  during  that  period,  or  by  a  board 
constantly  changing?  I  desire  to  cast  no  reflection 


upon  the  Cochituate  Water  Board,  composed  as  it 
is  of  citizens  of  Boston  and  members  of  the  City 
Government, who  have  their  various  duties  to  per- 
form. I  believe  that  they  give  all  the  time  to  it 
that  they  can  reasonably  be  expected  to  give ;  but 
that  is  not  enough.  It  may  have  been  enough  in 
the  past  when  we  simply  had  pipes  and  water  to 
take  care  of,  and  to  establish  and  collect 
water  rates  and  settle  bill-,  and  exercise  a 
general  superintendence  over  the  employes, 
and  repor*.  to  the  City  Government.  But  tiiat 
is  not  enough  at  the  present  time.  The 
Cochituate  Water  Board  has  two  stated  meet- 
ings each  month;  the  rest  are  special  meetings. 
Now  wheu  we  are  going  to  construct  a  line  of  con- 
duit some  twenty  miles,  more  or  less,  and  when 
we  are  going  to' build  three,  and  ptrhaps  more, 
storage  basins  in  the  future,  how  can  such  a 
body  of  gentlemen  as  that  exercise  proper 
supervision  and  superintendence  over  that 
work?  I  claim  that  in  the  first,  place  they  could 
not  give  to  the  contracts  all  the  time  that  is  ne- 
cessary for  their  examination ;  secondly,  they  could 
not  be  reached  when  needed  to  settle  the  ques- 
tions, which  will  constantly  arise  during  the  next 
two  years,  between  the  Engineer  and  the  con- 
tractors. Think  for  a  moment,  Mi.  President: 
Our  City  Engineer  says  to  a  contractor,''Here,  you 
are  no  J  performing  that  piece  of  work 
as  you  ought  to!"  Now  if  we  have 
thiee  commissioner  j — or,  if  the  name  is 
odious,  three  paid  agents  of  the  city  of  Boston— to 
whom  a  City  Engineer  can  at  once  appeal,  or  who 
are  on  hand  every  day  to  c'etermine  whether  a 
contract  shall  be  stopped  or  taken  away  from  that 
man,  or  just  what  shall  be  done,  will  not  the  city 
derive  more  benefit  from  it  than  if  the  whole  Co- 
chituate Board  must  be  called  together  for  a  spe- 
cial meeting  and  the  matter  referred  to  a  sub- 
committee,and  that  sub-committee  report  to  the 
whole  board,  and  then  perhaps  a  fortnight  or  three 
weeks  elapse  before  the  question  is  determined? 
Take, again,  the  question  of  L,nd  damages.  Be- 
tween Farm  Pond  and  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir 
there  are  some  125  landowners.  Now  every  one 
of  those  landowners  must  be  seen  and  their  prem- 
ises visited;  the  question  of  damages  mu«t  be 
thoroughly  investigated  and  definitely  determined 
by  some  persor.  Now,  I  ask  the  members  of  the 
Water  Board  in  this  body;  I  ask  the 
members  <f  the  Water  Board  at  large, 
can  they  give  the  time  that  is  necessary 
to  investigate  that  question  of  land  damages?  I 
ask  this  body,  is  it  right  to  ask  them  to  do  it? 
Can  we  expect  that  they  will  do  it?  For  one,  I 
see  clearly  what  must  be  done  in  such  a  case  as 
that.  The  Cochituate  Water  Board,  or  its  sub- 
committee, would  necessarily  seDd  some  person  to 
investigate  the  question  of  land  damages  and  re- 
port to  them.  What  is  that?  Would  it  oe  the 
opinion  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board?  No;  it  is 
simply  an  employe  of  the  water  board  who  is  sent 
out  upon  the  line  of  the  works  to  see  what  he 
thinks,  on  the  best  evidence  he  can  get,  what 
should  be  paid  A  or  B  for  the  damages  v/hich  he 
suffers.  Take  the  case  of  selectmen  of  towns; 
there  are  a  great  many  roads  under  or  alongside 
of  which  the  conduit  is  to  pass;  the  grades  of  those 
roads  mnst  be  changed.  Who  can  attend  to  tnat? 
Who  can  visit  the  selectmen  ?  In  some  casei,  tbey 
may  have  to  dance  attendance  upon  thoi-e  select- 
men before  gettiDg  an  interview  in  reference  to  the 
change  of  the  grades  of  those  roads.  Is  not  the 
city  of  Boston  likely  to  have  the  work  delayed 
while  tue  question  of  changing  the  grade  of  a 
load  is  under  investigation?  Sol  might  go  on 
and  enumerate  numerous  other  instances  in  which 
proinat  action  will  be  necessary  on  the  part  of  the 
city  of  Boston  while  this  work  is  being  done. 
It  does  seem  to  me,  therefore,  that  neither 
the  constituents  of  the  gentlemen  who  have 
spoken  nor  the  members  of  this  body  from  the  dis- 
trict, should  chink  there  is  any  feeling  on  the  part 
of  the  citizens  of  Boston,  or  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  towards  doing  away  with  the  Mystic 
Water  Board.  We  must  do  one  of  three  things :  We 
must  either  let  things  drift  along  as  they  are, 
with  a  board  over  there  of  five  members,  of 
whom  the  terms  of  four  have  already  expired, 
and  the  other  one  expires  on  the  1st  of  April, 
1876;  we  must  go  on  iD  that  way,  or 
we  must,  under  the  act  of  the  Legisla- 
ture which  was  passed  last  year  and  amended 
this  year,  go  on  and  establish  the  Boston  Water 
Board;  or  we  must  do  what  I  understand  is  rather 
objected  to  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
river — I  don't  speak  of  the  gentleme-n  in  this 
chamber— and  that  is  that  the  Mystic  Water 
Board  should  be  swallowed  up   by  the  Cochituate 
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Water  Board.  It  a  change  is  made,  I  think  the 
citizens  on  that  side  of  the  river  desire  that  the 
Mystic  Water  Board  shall  not  be  merged  in  the 
Cochituate  Water  Board,  but  rather  that 
the  two  should  be  merged  in  a  new  one, 
so  that  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  Mystic 
had  become  pait  of  the  Cochituate,  but  that 
both  had  b^coms  part  of  a  new  board,  to  wit, 
the  Boston  Water  Board.  So  much  upon  the  gen- 
eral question  of  a  consolidation  or  union  of  these 
two  boards  and  the  importance  of  employing  per- 
sons who  shall  give  their  whole  time  and  attention 
to  the  water  interests  of  the  city  of  Boston.  And 
let  me  say  here,  that  most  of  the  members 
of  this  body  doubtless  know  that  when  the 
Cochituate  water  was  introduced  into  Bos- 
ton, it  was  found  necessary  to  have  three 
paid  commissioners  to  have  the  superintend- 
ence and  construction  of  the  works.  When 
the  works  were  constructed  and  ready  to  be 
turned  over  to  the  city  of  Boston,  it  was'provided 
that  the  City  Council  then  should  determine  how 
their  water  works  should  be  managed.  So  I  say 
now,  Mr.  President,  let  us  go  on  and  have  a  com- 
mission ox  paid  agents  to  construct  the  new 
Cochituate  and  Mystic  Water  Works,  and  then  if, 
after  their  work  is  done,  the  City  Council  shall 
determine  that  they  have  no  longer  any  need  for 
commissioners,  it  will  then  be  in  their  power  to 
say  to  the  commissioners,  You  bave  done  your 
work,  you  have  done  what  we  expected  you  to  do, 
and  now  we  purpose  to  reorganize  the  Water 
Board  as  was  done  formerly  ana  we  shall  manage 
the  water  works  of  the  city  of  Boston  as  they  were 
before  you  were  appointed. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4—1  have  been  so  much 
impressed,  sir,  by  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  AVard  6,  as  to  the  desirableness  of  having  a 
board  that  is  always  the  same,  and  tha,t  will  be 
elected  for  a  certain  term,  that  I  wish  to  submit 
an  amendment  to  the  ordinance  to  prevent  tbose 
inconveniences  which  arise,  and  which  are  owing 
to  the  annual  changes.  The  amendment  proposes 
to  strike  out  the  provision  for  an  annual  appoint- 
ment of  one  member  of  the  Water  Boaid.  It  seems 
tome  thatthe  gentleman,  in  finding  iault  with' the 
present  system,  by  which  a  great  number  of 
changes  take  piaca  annually,  makes  his  present 
ordinance  appear  defective  upon  that  point.  It 
seems  to  me  that  instead  of  having  three  gentlemen 
appointed  for  three  years,  one  of  whom  is  ap- 
pointed every  year,  and  two  of  whom  are  liable  to 
be  changed  in  three  years,  we  should  have  three 
persons  to  serve  three  years  and  transact  this 
large  amount  of  business.  As  I  never  can  see  any 
advantage  from  a  system  of  rotation  in  office  in  a 
commission  of  this  nature,  I  desire  to  offer  an 
amendment  which  I  have  dr^wn,  making  the 
whole  board  appointed  for  three  years. 

Insert  in  the  first  liue,  after  the  figures  1875, 
"and  every  third  ye,sr  thereafter,"  and  transpose 
the  words  "in  the  month  of  April"  so  as  to  follow 
the  added  words ;  and  strike  out  the  sentence  be- 
ginning "one  member  of  said  board"  (in  line  5), 
and  ending  with  "the  following  May"  (in  line  13). 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7 — Will  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  4  plea-e  state  how  he  was  so  impress- 
ed by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6  that  that  pro- 
vision is  necessary,  because  I  don't  think  he  in- 
tended any  such  thing.  I  think  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  6  is  very  sorry  that  he  has  so  impress- 
ed the  gentleman  from  Ward  4  as  to  oblige  htm 
to  get  up  here  and  offer  an  unusual  amendment 
of  this  kin.'.  It  seems  to  me  rather  strange  that 
we  should  travel  out  of  the  beaten  track  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  these  commissioners  and  turn  them 
all  out  and  say  a  new  set  of  men,  who  know  nothing 
about  tne  department,  must  go  in  and  begin  over 
again.  It  seems  to  me  that  my  friend  from 
Ward  4  should  have  thought  better  of  the  speech 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6,  because  certainly 
it  did  n't  make  such  an  impression  upon  me.  If 
the  commission  is  to  be  of  any  use,  somebody  who 
knows  something  of  the  routine  of  business  and 
the  work  to  be  performed  must  remain  over ;  and 
it  was  that  very  thing  that  my  friend  from  Ward 
6  tried  to  impress  upon  the  Council— that  it  was  to 
be  a  perpetuated  body,  and  that  somebody  who 
knew  something  about  it  should  remain  over. 
Now,  if  the  amendment  passes  here,  it  may  occur 
that  the  three  men  composing  this  board  will 
be  turned  out  one  day  and  a  new  board 
come  in  the  next  day  who  absolutely  know  nothing 
of  the  work.  I  think  that  amendment  will  be 
voted  down  if  it  is  studied  by  the  members  of  this 
Council,  and  I  hope  it  will  not  pass. 

Mr.  Wbitmore  of  Ward  4— lam  sorry  that  the 
proposition  is  an  unusual  one,  but  I  made  it  for 


this  reason :  As  I  understand  the  gentlemen  from 
the  Charlestown  Distiict,  they  are  rather  desirous 
of  having  this  matter  bioight  up  so  as  to  discuss 
the  general  question  of  a  new  charter.  It  has  been 
objected  to  by  the  favorers  of  this  ordinance,  who 
wish  it  to  pass  now  because  it  is  in  reality  a  party 
of  the  new  charter.  I  have  no  objection  to  the  pres- 
ent course ;  but  when  the  matter  comes  up  m  the 
new  charter  the  question  as  to  the  desirability  of 
appointing  commissions  for  one,  two  or  three 
years  will  undoubtedly  be  discussed,  however 
novel  it  may  seem  at  the  present  time.  There  are 
a  great  many  persons  who  do  not  believe  that  an 
entire  board  is  likely  to  be  turned  out  at  onetime, 
unless  a  great  revolution  by  the  people  makes  it 
probable.  Now,  sir,  we  have  a  very  striking  ex- 
ample in  the  appointment  of  the  Fire  Commis- 
sion. The  second  vacancy  occurred  this  year, and 
a  gentleman  was  renominated.  I  don't  under- 
stand that  there  is  any  greater  or  less  prob- 
ability, when  the  terms  of  three  commis- 
sioners expire,  that  there  will  be  a  greater 
change  under  it  than  that  one  member,  whose 
term  shall  have  expired,  shall  fail  of  a  renomina- 
tion.  The  matter  is  one  I  don't  care  to  discuss  at 
present;  but  it  seems  to  methatitis  a  gieatobject 
to  have  the  board  a  unit.  We  don't  want  to  see  a 
man  truckling  to  public  opinion  to  secure  his  own 
nomination.  I  thiDk  it  will  be  for  the  public  in- 
terest to  have  the  commisMon  appointed  and 
elected  for  its  full  term,  and  that  all  the  members 
shall  be  elected  at  the  same  time.  Therefore,  if 
we  are  to  take  the  sense  of  the  Council  on  the 
new  charter  by  this  ordinance,  I  desire  to  have 
the  method  of  appointing  these  boards  considered 
at  the  present  time.  For  my  own,  part  I  snould  be 
willing  to  bave  the  present  boards  coutinue  till 
the  question  is  considered.  It  is  with  no  intention 
of  trifling  with  the  Council  that  I  offer  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20— I  hope  the  ameidment 
will  not  pass.  I  don't  like  the  idea  it  advances,  for 
the  reason  trtat  I  think  that,  under  our  theory  of 
government, the  oftener  we  can  get  round  and  ex- 
ercise the  right  to  say  whether  our  public  servants 
have  done  well  or  not,  the  better  it  is.  Unless  the 
theoiy  of  a  republican  form  of  government,  as  I 
understand  it,  is  wrong,  we  don't  want  it.  I  care 
very  little  what  you  call  these  men,  so  long  as 
they  do  their  work  well  and  as  't  ought  to  be  done. 
As  the  gentleman  says,  when  the  Cochituate  Wa- 
ter Works  were  built  they  had  paid  commission- 
ers. We  tdso  had  three  men  in  Charles- 
tewn,  if  1  recollect;  we  had  a  hiied  board 
till  i  he  Mystic  works  were  completed.  We 
have  gone  on  twenty-five  years  under  the 
Cochituate  Water  Board,  and  have  never  suffered 
for  water.  I  have  been  here  all  the  time,  and  I 
don't  know  that  anybody  has  suffered  for  water. 
They  tell  us  what  great  trouble  there  is,  and  how 
much  money  must  be  laid  out;  but  I  have  never 
seen  anybody  crying  for  water.  This  last  fall  we 
thought,  rather  than  lose  the  legislation,  and  lose 
what  has  been  done,  that  we  would  acquiesce  so 
far  as  to  allow  the  Sudbury  water  to  run  through 
the  ditch.  We  acted  upon  it  in  good  faith,  to 
prevent  a  water  famine.  The  water  was  turned 
on,  and  how  many  days  were  there  before  it  was 
shut  off?  Why,  there  was  so  much  they 
would  have  had  it  in  East  Boston  if  the  pipes 
on  Warren  Bridge  had  not  been  frozen.  Now, 
this  is  a  great  amount  of  money  we  have  voted 
upon,  and  one  party  thinks  it  is  going  to  be  econo- 
my to  have  a  commission,  and  another  that  we 
should  go  on  as  we  are.  Now,  where  is  the  first 
real  suffering?  Who  has  done  anything  wrong? 
Has  there  been  defalcation  ?  1  have  yet  to  learn 
of  such  things.  Yet  somebody  is  crying  out 
that  there  must  be  something  done.  Now,  this 
ordinance  says  these  commissioners  must  engage 
in  no  other  active  business.  I  am  not  a  law- 
yer, and  I  thank  God  for  it;  for  I  believe 
in  straight  language.  That  word  "active" — 
how  much  time  does  it  embrace?  If  a  law- 
yer was  pleading  a  case  he  would  construe 
it  just  this  way :  If  those  commissianers  are  ap- 
pointed, that  word  active  means  they  may  take 
just  as  much  time  as  they  please.  If  you  would 
specify  the  number  of  days  in  a  year  it  would 
mean  something.  I  dislike  these  appointed  com- 
missions. The  best  commission  I  know  of  is  the 
Street  Commission,  who  are  elected  by  the  peo- 
ple, and  I  like  that  system  best.  I  believe  in  hav- 
ing public  officers  come  directly  from  the  people. 
I  don't  know  a  member  of  this  Council  who  dis- 
trusts the  people ;  but  I  can't  see  but  that  this  or- 
dinance shows  a  lack  of  faith  in  the  people  to 
exercise  this  power.     This  ordinance  is  far  bet- 
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ter  than  I  expected  we  would  get.  It  limits  the 
expenditure — nothing  more  than  $5000  without 
coming  to  the  Council,  and  not  more  than  $10,000 
without  sealed  proposals;  there  is  no  dangerous 
power  in  that.  But  I  don't  like  the  commissions 
we  have.  A  few  evenings  ago,  in  a  round-ahout 
conversation,  I  a?ked  one  of  the  Fire  Com- 
missioneis  this  question:  Suppose  you  three 
commissioners  deem  it  necessary  to  expend 
$50,000  or  $100,000,  and  you  go  and  do  it, 
and  lay  out  money  for  more  comp&nies,  more 
engines,  more  everything,  with  the  exception 
of  taking  real  estate  and  building  engine 
houses,  without  a  vote  of  the  City  Council;  isn't 
that  as  good  a  debt  against  the  city  as  is  a  note  of 
$10  against  any  solvent  man  in  Boston?  Well,  he 
explained  thac  they  could  n't  do  it ;  that  thev  had 
no  more  power  than  a  committee  of  the  City  Gov- 
ernment has.  I  said  no.  I  know  theie  is  no  com- 
mittee here,  if  the  money  is  not  appropiiated,  who 
can  go  ahead  and  expend  $50,000  without  an  order 
of  the  City  Council.  But  this  ordinance  is  far 
better  as  to  tbe  limitation  of  expenditures  than  I 
expected.  Now,  there  are  two  boards.  We  are 
all  in  Bostoa;  we  are  all  on  one  side  of  the 
river,  so  to  speak ;  we  are  all  in  and  a  part  of  Bos- 
ton. The  Mystic  Water  Works  have  been  well  con- 
ducted, and  have  been  very  successful.  In  1872  I 
was  on  the  Finance  Committee  in  Charlestown 
when  the  bonds  matured,  and  wa  had  more  than 
money  enough  to  pay  the  bonds.  In  the  act  of  the 
Legislature  giving  power  to  construct  the  water 
works,  if  there  is  any  new  work  to  be  done  by  a 
loan,  they  could  nottake  the  earnings ;  the  Council 
appropriated  $100,000,  aad  issued  bonds  for  twen- 
ty years;  but  after  tae  first  yeai  they  had  some 
$30,000  to  lay  away,  and  we  were  informed  that 
the  next  year  they  would  take  care  of  themselves 
and  pay  the  running  expenses.  Well,  last  year 
we  all  came  to  Boston,  and  now  it  is  proposed  to 
take  the  works  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Mystic 
Water  Board.  I  can't  see  any  particular  good  m 
it.  If  we  must  have  a  commission,  it  is  all  up. 
Then  the  question  comes,  Is  it  necessary  to  have 
this  commission?  Liberal  as  the  ordinance  is,  I 
can't  see  the  necessity  for  it;  and  not  aeeing  any 
necessity  for  it  I  can't  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7—  A.S  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  I  must  say  that  not  a 
singie  member  of  that  committee  had  any  feeling 
whatever  in  regard  to  either  the  Cochituate  or 
Mystic  water  board.  They  intend  to  cast  no  im- 
putation upon  the  honesty  or  economy  of  either. 
The  ordinance  is  not  to  do  away  with  the  Mystic 
Water  Board  any  more  than  it  is  to  do  away  with 
the  Cochituate;  it  is  not  to  merge  the  Mystic  into 
the  Ccchituate  any  more  than  it  is  to  merge  the 
Cochituate  into  the  Mystic.  It  is  simply  an  ordi- 
nance to  do  away  with  both  of  them,  and  es- 
tablish one  board,  that  shall  superintend  and 
control  the  works  now  superintended  and  con- 
trolled by  two  boards.  I  cannot  see  how  the  gen- 
tlemen from  Charlestown  can  construe  that  into 
an  imputation  upon  the  character  of  the  men  con- 
trolling the  Mystic  Water  Board,  or  of  their  man- 
ner of  carrying  on  their  works  extravagantly  or 
economically.  The  question  presented  to  the 
committee  was  whether  it  was  better  to  do.  away 
with  those  two  boards  and  establish  one  according 
to  the  provisions  of  the  aci  of  last  year.  The  com- 
mittee of  last  year  thought  it  was  better  that  the 
two  boards  should  be  merged  into  a  new  one, 
and  the  question  presented  to  the  commit- 
tee this  year  was  whether  it  would  be 
better  to  change  that  plan.  They  could  not  report 
a  bill  for  the  choice  by  the  people  at  the  next  an- 
nual election  of  three  able  and  discreet  men,  t ) 
hold  office  for  one,  two  or  three  years.  We  could 
not  go  outside  of  tbe  powers  given  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  last  year.  [Mr.  Fitzgerald  read  the  part  of 
the  act  relating  to  the  limitation  of  the  powers  of 
the  new  board.]  That  we  did.  We  limited  the  pow- 
ers as  much  as  we  possibly  could.  We  went  further 
than  has  been  gone  in  any  other  ordinance,  and 
we  have  provided  that  the  men  shall  be  con- 
firmed by  secret  ballot;  not  by  viva  voce  vote, 
but  by  a  yea  and  nay  secret  ballot,  so  that  each 
man  shall  have  an  opportunity  to  give  an  honest 
opinion  of  the  qualifications  of  the  men,  and  not 
be  treading  upon  anybody,  or  hurting  the  feelings 
of  the  Mayor  by  giving  a  yea  and  nay  vote.  That 
is  not  provided  for  in  any  other  commission. 
The  only  question  then,  it  seems  to  me,  is  whether 
we  should  give  to  a  paid  commission  the  per- 
formance of  these  duties,  which  are  so  large  that 
members  of  the  City  Government  cannot  possibly 
attend  to  them.  I  think  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  6    has   fully    explained   that.     Then   the 


next  question  is  whether  we  ought  to  go  in- 
to the  commission  business.  I  know  there  is 
great  feeling  against  paid  commissions.  Many 
think  if  you  have  commissions  they  ought  to  be 
elected  by  the  people.  But  we  cannot  do  that  un- 
der the  powers  granted.  The  committee  thought 
that  if  anything  was  to  be  done,  it  ought  to  be 
done  quickly.  They  had  no  feeling  about  it;  I 
certainly  had  no  feeling ;  and  we  certainly  dis- 
claim casting  a  slur  or  censure  upon  either  the 
Mystic  or  Cochituate  Water  Board. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6— It  has  been  suggested 
that  we  should  not  meddle  with  this  matter  till 
we  get  the  new  charter.  Now,  in  the  first  place, 
it  is  of  course  very  uncertain  whether  we  shall  get 
the  new  charter  for  a  long  time.  At  any  rate,  we 
shall  r.ot  get  it  this  year,  "and  we  shall  not  be  able 
to  do  anything  under  it  for  a  year  at  least.  If 
anything  is  to  be  done  to  create  a  new  Water 
Board,  it  seems  to  me  there  are  very 
strong  reasons  why  it  should  be  done  at 
once.  We  aie  just  commencing  a  great  work 
which  is  going  to  cost  millions  of  dollars,  the 
building  of  reservoirs  and  the  laying  of  a  great 
aqueduct.  It  is  a  great  work  which  will  involve 
the  employment  of  a  large  number  of  men  over  a 
great  extent  of  country,  and  it  is  easy  to  see  that 
it  would  not  be  advisable  to  let  tne  present  board 
of  seven  men  go  on  and  begin  this  work,  and  then, 
when  tue  work  is  half  done,  take  it 
out  of  their  hands  and  place  it  in  charge 
of  thtee  new  men.  That  would  be  very 
bad.  The  objection  against  doing  that  next 
year  would  be  very  strong.  Now,  however, 
when  we  are  just  commencing  this  great  and  im- 
portant work,  ic  seems  to  me  to  be  plain  that,  if 
there  ever  is  to  be  a  time  to  make  a  change  in  the 
persons  who  are  to  have  charge  of  it,  it  is  now.  It 
being  such  a  complicated  and  immense  work,  in- 
volving so  much  money,  it  must  be  evident  that  it 
is  important  to  have  some  men  in  charge  of  it 
who  can  give  substantially  their  whole  time  to  it, 
and  who  are  skilled  and  competent  men.  Nobody 
claims  but  that  the  present  Water  Board  of 
seven  members  and  the  Mystic  Water  Board  of 
five  members  have  done  as  well  as  could  be  ex- 
pected of  gentlemen  who  give  their  time  to  the 
work  gratuitously.  But  gentlemen  must  see  that 
among  the  seven  members  of  a  board  serv- 
ing gratuitously  the  responsibility  will  be 
shuffled  from  one  to  another  and  -the  great 
work  of  bringing  the  water  from  Farm  Pond  will 
not  be  attended  to  as  carefully  and  as  economi- 
cally as  it  would  be  by  three  men  paid  to  devote 
their  whole  time  to  the  subject.  This  is  the  main 
reason,  it  sterns  to  me,  why  something  should  be 
done  towards  a  new  Water  Board  at  the  present 
time— that  we  may  get  three  men  who  can  give 
their  time  and  labor  to  the  subject.  Not  but 
that  the  boards  will  do  all  that  can  reasonably  be 
expected  of  men  serving  gratuitously,  but  they 
cannot  be  expected  to  give  as  much  time  to  it  as 
men  do  who  receive  pay.  It  is  not  reasonable  to 
expect  that  gentlemen  who  give  time  gratuitously 
will  spend  much  time  in  going  over  the  ground 
and  superintending  and  observing  and  knowing 
what  is  going  on.  The  men  who  superintend  this 
work  ought  to  spend  a  great  deal  of  time  on  the 
ground.  They  cannot  know  what  is  going  on  by 
sitting  here  in  City  Hall  and  meeting 
twice  a  month  or  even  twice  a  week.  They  ought 
to  spend  a  great  deal  of  time  upon  the  ground. 

Again,  it  is  important  ts  create  our  new  board 
now,  if  we  are  going  to  do  it  at  all,  in  order  that 
they  may  superintend  the  whole  of  this  scheme 
and  carry  it  through  intelligently  and  that  we  may 
not  have  men  coming  in  when  the  work  is  half 
completed  who  do  not  appreciate  all  the  reasons 
which  caused  this  or  that  to  be  done,  who  do  not 
appreciate  what  has  been  done  before.  It  ?eems 
to  me,  for  these  reasons,  that  it  is  plainly  impor- 
tant that  something  should  be  done  in  the  way  of 
getting  a  proper  Water  Board  now. 

Then  when  you  come  to  the  question  of  the 
union  of  the  two  boards,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is 
desirable  that  all  our  water  works  should  be  in 
the  hands  of  one  board,  and  not  that  there  should 
be  two  boards— one  looking  out  for  water  in  one 
part  of  the  city  and  another  in  another — 
two  sets  of  men  purchasing  pipes  and  other  ma- 
terial, two  sets  of  men  superintending  questions 
of  wacer  rates  and  a  thousand  other  things,  which 
are  much  better  done  under  one  board  than  if 
done  by  two  boards  having  different  ideas.  Of 
course,  in  the  matter  of  purchases,  there  are  a 
great  many  purchases  of  pipes  and  materials 
which  have  to  be  made,  and  they  can  be  made 
more  economically  in  large  amounts  by  one  board 
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tban  in  smaller  amounts  by  two  separate 
boards  for  two  separate  water  works.  It 
seems  to  me  plain  that  with  our  two  similar  sys- 
tems of  water  works  connected  with  each  other, 
it  i'  reasonable  and  proper  in  every  way  that  we 
should  get  these  works  in  the  hands  of  one  board. 
How  that  board  shall  be  constituted  and  appoint- 
ed is  aaother  question.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
ordinance  which  has  been  submitted  presents  the 
proper  course.  Certainly  there  may  be  objections 
to  different  provisions  of  the  ordinance,  but  that 
is  another  question;  nothing  particular  has  been 
saia  aboui  that.  The  main  question  is,  do  n't  we 
need  a  new  Water  Board  to  superintend  the  bring- 
ing in  of  the  Sudburv  water  at  the  present  time? 
I  believe  tbat  we  do.  If  we  provide  for  the  crea- 
tion of  a  new  Water  Board,  it  then  seems  to  me 
plain  that  the  interests  of  the  city  require  that  our 
entire  water  works  should  be  placed  under  one 
management. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  thought  the  subject  had 
been  fully  discusser),  and  as  the  ordinance  had 
been  before  the  Council  two  or  three  weeks,  he 
moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr. Wilson  of  Ward  12  desired  to  speak,  and  had 
been  waiting  for  an  opportunity. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  raised  the  point  that  the 
motion  could  not  be  entertained,  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  16  was  not  in  his  seat. 

The  President  ruled  the  point  well  taken. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  shall  object  to  the  pre- 
vious question  being  sprung  upon  a  matter  such 
as  this,  which  has  been  debated  but  half  an  hour — 
a  matter  moie  important  than  any  other  one  to  be 
brought  before  the  City  Council  this  year.  I  want 
time  to  think  of  it.  I  am  not  prepared  to  vote 
upon  it.  I  see  very  much  to  approve  in  this  ordi- 
nance. I  can  s-ee  good  reason  for  the  grave  ob- 
jections raised  by  the  gentlemen  from  the  Bunker 
Hill  District,  and  I  certainly  object  to  any  gentle- 
man springing  the  previous  question  until  the 
Council  has  had  the  fullest  time  to  de- 
bate this  subject.  This  matter  may  cost 
ten,  twelve,  aye,  twenty  millions  of  dollars, 
and  shall  the  previous  question  be  sprung  upon 
us  in  that  way?  I  oppose  it  in  every  sense  of  the 
word. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12—1  must  say  that  I  have 
been  profoundly  impressed  by  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  6  in  support  of  this  ordi- 
nance. They  are  certainly  worthy  of  veiy  serious 
consideration, f'om  the  fact  that  all  his  associates 
indorse  his  statements  and  mainly  rest  their  views 
upon  the  remarks  made  by  him  as  covering  the 
entire  ground,  as  expressed  in  the  language 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7.  If  he  is 
correct  in  his  remarks,  then  I  must  say 
that  my  experience  in  this  world  goes 
for  very  little ;  and  my  recollection  of  how  these 
things  are  done  goes  for  nothing.  I  have  been 
very  much  surprised  at  the  peculiar  familiarity 
which  he  has  manifested  at  the  way  in  which  new 
works  of  this  character  are  built  aud  at  the  pres- 
ent condition  of  the  measures  inaugurated  for 
bringing  the  waters  of  Sudbury  River  to  Boston. 
In  premising  I  will  say  that  after  examining  the 
entire  line  of  the  proposed  conduit,  and  having 
some  faint  conception  of  the  magnitude  of  the 
work  to  be  done,  I  do  not  see  any  such  objections 
to  the  work  being  conducted  under  the  Water 
Board  as  at  present  composed,  as  there  are  to 
committing  it  to  the  board  to  be  established 
•by  this  ordinance  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee. In  the  first  place,  the  gentleman  suggests 
—and  I  desire  to  take  up  his  remarks  seriatim — 
that  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  a  Water  Board  to 
stand  between  the  engineer  and  the  contractors. 
I  don't  know  but  that  the  gentleman  is  going  to 
inaugurate  an  entirely  new  system  of  laying  out 
work;  if  he  succeeds  in  that  he  certainly  will 
achieve  a  great  triumph.  I  never  knew  public 
work  to  be  put  out,  but  the  engineer  stooo  betwean 
the  board!  and  the  contractor.  I  have  had  the 
misfortune  to  stand  in  that  attitude  myself.  All 
contracts  of  such  magnitude  read  that  all  dis- 
putes must  be  settled  by  the  engineer,  and 
there  is  no  appeal  from  his  decision.  Now, 
what  does  the  engineer  want  the  board 
out  upon  the  line  to  see  if  the  work  is  done 
properly  or  not?  I  don't  understand  that  the 
commissioners  are  to  be  experts  in  the  construc- 
tion of  such  work.  It  is  n't  what  they  are  created 
for.  That  is  what  the  engineer  is  for.  Con- 
sequently if  that  interpretation  is  given  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  6 — I  am  taking  it  for  what 
it  is  worth, — and  no  stronger  argument  can  be 
given,  I  can't  vote  for  it.  If  it  is  correct,  then 
the  experience  ot   my  life  is  good  for  nothing. 


The  next  point  he  took  up  was,  that  we  must  have 
men  under  a  salary  to  dance  attendance  upon 
every  board  of  selectmen  between  here 
and  Farm  Pond  in  regard  to  changes  of 
the  grades  of  roads.  Now  if  the  gentleman 
will  take  the  pains  to  go  over  the  rjute,  he  will 
find  that  that  question  is  nearly  all  settled  now. 
Consequently  that  objection  is  dissipated  at  once. 
If  I  am  correctly  informed  there  are  only  two  or 
three  questions  unsettled  at  the  present  time. 
There  is  no  water  board  that  we  could  select 
who  can  finish  the  work  as  well  as  Mr.  Ftely, 
the  engineer  who  now  has  it  in  hand.  And  I 
must  say  I  was  greatly  surprised  when  I  met 
that  gentleman  and  saw  how  thoroughly  he 
has  worked  out  so  many  of  the  problems  con- 
nected with  this  question ;  and  I  desire  to  say 
publicly  tbat  I  was  more  than  pleased  by  the 
gentleman.  I  tl  ink  the  Mayor  cannot  appoint  any 
three  commissioners  who  can  take  up  that  work 
and  finish  better  than  it  will  be  done  i  a  his  hands. 
There  is  another  thing  that  is  certainly  news  to 
me.  With  regard  to  the  special  force  that  has 
been  given  to  the  fact  tbat  the  first  commission- 
ers were  paid.  It  is  true;  I  have  seme  recollec- 
tion ot  their  existence,  and  we  of  South  Boston 
have  a  standing  monument  of  their  skill  and  sci- 
entific— I  was  going  to  say  folly,  and  1  don't  know 
now  but  it  is  the  right  word.  We  have  a  reser- 
voir there  that  we  can't  get  water  into.  One  of 
those  water  commissioners,  I  am  informed  by  the 
engineer  in  charge  of  that  reservoir,  was  so  pro- 
foundly skilled  in  the  mysteries  of  hydraulic 
science  that  he  used  to  insist  that  water  coming 
from  Brookline  thiough  pipes  to  South  Boston 
would  attain  such  a  momentum  thnt  it  would  rise 
above  the  level  where  it  started,  and  therefore 
must  fill  the  reservoir  up  to  the  top.  Consequent- 
ly the  boys — and  I  was  one  of  them — could  drink 
the  water  faster  tban  it  came  in  through  the  pipe. 
I  was  one  of  the  boys  that  they  could  n't  drive 
out  of  that  reservoir  by  turning  on  the  water.  The 
only  way  they  could  keep  water  in  it  at  all  was  by 
shutting  the  gates.  And  that  is  a  monument  to 
the  skill  and  scientific  attainments  of  that  paid 
commission.  I  believe  that  wheii  their  la- 
bors were  done  they  went  out  of  office 
to  the  satisfaction  of  all  who  were  informed 
as  to  the  true  state  of  the  work.  Then  we  estab- 
lished a  new  commission ;  consisting  of  J.Avery 
Richards,  E.  S.  Chesbrough— and  we  think  we 
can't  do  anything  about  drainage  or  water  works 
without  consulting  him — and  those  men  continu- 
ed in  ofb"  ce  about  two  years  until  the  commission 
was  abolished.  The  system  of  a  water  board  has 
been  through  various  changes  until  now,  and  I  do 
think  it  is  next  to  impossible  by  any  form  of  ap- 
pointment to  improve  the  present  manner  of  se- 
lecting the  members.  It  combines  men  of  suffi- 
cient ability  from  outside  and  also  those  con- 
nected with  the  City  Government.  I  think  a  bet- 
ter system  could  be  devised,  but  I  do  not  think 
this  one  is  better,  and  consequently  I  shall  vote 
against  it.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  special  ne- 
cessity for  selecting  a  new  board  to  determine  the 
water  rates ;  I  do  not  express  an  opinion  upon 
that.  But  I  think  some  way  may  be  devised  to 
remedy  tne  difficulty  of  a  double  system  ;  but  1 
should  not  care  to  obtain  the  advantages  of  con- 
solidation by  receivtrg  the  disadvantages  which  I 
do  think  will  arise  under  this  ordinance.  The 
water  rates  are  fixed  by  the  City  Council; 
consequently  there  is  no  action  by  the  Wa- 
ter Board  except  to  recommend.  If  I  am  any 
judge  of  the  work  on  the  Farm  Pond  conduit,  I 
think  by  far  the  most  difficult  and  intricate  part 
of  it  is  already  done.  I  consider  that  the  plan- 
ning of  a  work  is  more  than  half  of  it.  The  line 
is  row  definitely  fixed,  and  I  don't  believe  any 
board  of  three  men  likely  to  be  nominated  by  the 
Mayor  could  possibly  improve  upon  that  location. 
I  went  over  the  entire  route  about  a  fortnight  ago, 
ana  I  do  consider  that  the  work  has  been  exceed- 
ingly well  studied ;  and  all  the  marks,  both  in 
the  location  and  in  the  plans,  show  that  it  has  been 
studied  by  men  who  have  given  it  thought  and 
careful  attention,  and  I  do  not  think  it  is  capable 
of  material  and  successful  improvement.  Conse- 
quently when  you  get  a  new  board  all  they  will 
have  to  do  is  to  indorse  what  has  been  done. 
Shall  we  put  in  a  new  board  to  undo  what  has 
been  done?  If  you  put  them  in,  what,  is  there  for 
them  to  do?  To  receive  proposals  and  let  con- 
tracts? When  the  contracts  are  let,  whose  charge 
are  they  put  in  ?  In  charge  of  the  engineer.  If 
that  is  done,  what  will  be  their  duties?  I  thiuk  it 
is  possible  for  us  to  get  adequate  super- 
vision   of    that    work    under    the    present   sys 
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tem.  If  a  new  board  is  to  toe  selected  the 
only  proper  way  to  do  it  is  by  the  people. 
I  feel  that  it  "is  time  for  us  to  stop  and 
see  if  we  are  to  ?eorganize  all  around,  with 
new  boards  at  every  turn,  and  if  we  are  to  put 
the  whole  power  of  the  City  Government  into  the 
hands  of  one  man,  which  is  what  it  mesns  really. 
I  think  we  should  let  it  remain  until  the  new  city 
charter  is  discussed.  As  I  do  not  feel  that  any 
injury  will  result  to  the  city  by  waiting,  I  prefer 
to  let" well  enough  alone  and  "  not  run  the  risk  of 
having  a  change  that  might  not  be  for  the 
better.  Consequently  I  have  determined,  after 
thinking  upon  it,  to  cast  my  vote  against 
this  ordinance  and  wait  for  a  revision 
of  the  ordinance  providing  for  the  consoli- 
dation rf  the  two  boards  under  the  new  charter. 
I  am  not  in  favor  of  doing  it  by  piecemeal  and 
making  the  new  charter  a  piece  of  patchwork. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6— I  did  not  intend  to  say 
to  the  Council  that  tee  Water  Board  was  to  come 
between  the  engineer  and  contractor.  What  I 
did  mean  to  convey  to  the  Council  was,  that  ques- 
tions might  arise  between  the  contractor  and  en- 
gineer, growing  out  of  the  conduct  of  the  work, 
when  the  engineer  might  think  the  contract 
should  be  terminated.  He  would  not  take  the 
responsibility  of  terminating  the  contract 
and  discharging  the  men,  but  he  would  nat- 
urallv  refer  to  the  board  when  a  necessity  might 
arise  for  prompt  action,  which  could  not  be  had 
under  the  present  system.  So  far  as  the  select- 
men of  towns  are  concerned,  I  don't  suppose  that 
because  the  grades  ate  fixed  it  would  be  wholly 
unnecessary  to  have  interviews  between  the  town 
and  city  officials  during  the  progress  of  the  work. 
My  idea,  was  that  when  necessities  should  arise  for 
interviews  between  the  officials,  there  might  be  a 
speedy  determination  of  the  questions  raised. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12 — As  explanations  seem 
to  be  in  order,  I  would  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  6  if  he  wanted  prompt  action,  if  he  would 
have  one  m^n  do  it  or  three?  It  is  as  1  said,  the 
rule  is  that  the  engineer  determines  disputes  be- 
tween the  contractor  and  the  commission.  Conse- 
quently tbeie  cannot  be  any  auestion  for  the 
commission  to  settle.  The  decision  of  the  engi- 
neer is  final;  that  is  the  language  of  every  con- 
tract, and  if  I  had  a  blanu  here  I  would  read  it.  I 
will  guarantee  that  that  provision  will  be  put 
into  every  contract,  or  I  don't  know  Mr. 
Davis.  Consequently  the  arguments  relied 
upon  by  the  committee  seem  to  be  so  fal- 
lacious that  I  must  vote  against  the  ordinance. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6— It  seems  to  me  that  the 
argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  is  that 
the  engineer  is  to  manage  this  whole  matter,  and 
we  had  better  leave  it  to  him,  and  that  it  is  no 
coneequence  what  the  board  is.  Now  it  seems  to 
me  that  the  City  Government  of  Boston  is  not  pre- 
pared to  put  this  whole  $25,000,000,  as  my  fuend 
from  Ward  5  calls  it,  in  charge  of  a  city  engineer, 
however  trustworthy  a  man  he  may  be."  It  is  im- 
portant chat  we  should  have  capable  men,  able  to 
give  time  to  look  after  this  thing,  to  oversee  it  and 
know  what  is  going  on  from  beginning  to 
end.  I  think  it  is  plain  that  seven  men- who  give 
their  time  gratuitously  to  it  cannot  know  very 
much  about  it.  Under  seven  men  the  responsi- 
bility will  be  shuffled ;  no  man  will  think  ici  s  par- 
ticularly his  business.  They  will  all  say  some- 
body else  looks  out  for  that.  The  present  mem- 
bers do  all  that  can  be  reasonable  expect- 
ed of  them;  but  they  cannot  give  all 
their  time  to  attend  to  this  matter;  they 
cannot  give  time  enough  to  properly  know  how 
the  work  is  going  on.  As  to  the  propriety  of  leav- 
ing the  whole  authority  in  the  hands  of  the  engi- 
neer, I  do  not  think  we  are  prepared  to  do  that. 
We  want  a  Water  Board  that  is  competent  and 
able  to  oversee  and  make  contracts. 

Mr.  Kelley  of  Ward  21—1  have  worked  with  engi- 
neers and  with  commissioners,  and  if  I  was  doing 
a  job  I  would  as  soon  have  inspection,  so  far  as 
the  commissioners  are  concerned,  as  any  com- 
mon individual.  But  when  an  engineer' comes 
upon  the  work,  a  mechanic  knows  he  is 
in  charge  of  the  job,  is  acquainted  with  the  stock, 
and  if  there  is  any  blemish  upon  the  work  he  gen- 
erally cover's  it  up  when  the  engineer  comes  along. 
If  we  are  going  to  have  commissions,  it  would  be 
well  for  us  to  wait  until  we  act  upon  the  new 
charter.  If  the  City  Council  adopts  the  charter, 
let  us  go  for  commissions  by  wholesale.  So  far 
as  I  am  concerned  I  don't  believe  in  commissions, 
and  haven't  the  confidence  in  them  that  I  have  in 
an  engineer.  This  is  work  that  should  be  done  by 
practical  mechanics,  men  who  know  when  work  is 


done  properly.  The  commissioners  never  give  their 
whole  time  to  the  work;  but  an  engineer  goes 
from  one  section  to  another ;  and  if  one  is  not 
enough  they  generally  have  two  or  three.  If  this 
whole  business  was  left  to  the  city  engineer  of 
Boston,  my  impression  is,  the  crty  work  would  be 
done  fully  as  chesp  as  it  would  be  by  the  commis- 
sioners. 

Mr.  Sprague  of  Ward  4 — Gentlemen  who  have 
spoken  upon  this  question  have  alluded  in  very 
commendatory  terms  to  the  past  members  of  toe 
Mystic  and  Cochituate  water  boards,  and  cer- 
tainly if  any  gentlemen  have  had  reason  to  un- 
derstand the  requirements  of  those  departments, 
they  are  the  ones,  and  their  testimony  upon  this 
matter,  it  seems  to  me,  ought  to  be  of  peculiar 
value.  Therefore  I  would  like  to  call  attention  to 
what  was  aaid  by  members  of  both  of  the  boards 
when  this  subject  was  first  introduced,  and  when 
a  heating  took  place  before  the  Committee  on 
Water  on  the  subject  of  uniting  the  Mystic  and  Co- 
chituate water  boards.  In  the  first  place  a  letter 
was  received  from  Mr.  John  A.  Haven,  who  was 
President,  at  the  time,  of  the  Cochituate  Water 
Board,  in  which  ne  expressed  himself  strongly  in 
favor  of  uniting  the  boards,  giving  his  reasons  at 
considerable  length,  which  reasons  were  concur- 
red in  by  past  and  present  active  members  of  that 
board. 

'•Mr.  Otis  Norcross,  formerly  president  of  the  Wa- 
ter Board,  thought  the  whole  control  of  the  water 
works  should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  three  per- 
sons, appointed  by  the  Mayor  for  a  term  of  years. 
Such  a  board  would  command  the  confidence  of 
citizens  more  fully  than  a  board  organized  as  the 
present  board.  The  board  should  have  an  engi- 
neer tor  one  of  its  members.  Think  the  two  wa- 
ter departments  should  be  united  under  one  head. 
I  should  make  the  Water  Board  independent  of 
the  City  Council—  i.  e.  that  no  members  of  the 
City  Council  should  be  on  the  board. 

"Charles  H.  Allen,  formerly  President  of  the  Co- 
chituate Water  Board,  agreed  to  what  Messrs. 
Norcross  and  Haven  had  said.  Had  long  been 
satisfied  that  the  services  of  good  business  men 
were  required  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the  depart- 
ment, and  to  get  such  men  it  would  be  necessary 
to  compensate  them  for  their  services.  To  carry 
out  the  works  projected  the  whole  time  of  those 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  department  would  be  re- 
quired. The  Mystic  Board  should  be  united  with 
the  Cochituate  Board  in  order  to  secure  harmony 
of  action.  Think  one  member  of  the  board  should 
be  a  good  practical  engineer. 

"Mr.Lawrence,  formerly  President  of  the  Mystic 
Water  Board,  agreed  with  the  statements  of  those 
who  had  preceded  him,  with  the  exception  that  he 
should  not  have  an  engineer  on  the  board.  He 
did  not  see  the  necessity  of  uniting  the  Mystic 
Board  with  the  Cochituate  Board,  for  the  present 
at  least.  The  Mystic  Board  now  consists  of  five 
members.  Think  three  would  be  better.  In  case 
the  capacity  of  the  Mystic  works  should  be  en- 
larged to  furnish  a  supply  for  Boston,  that  work 
should  be  placed  under  the  commission  appointed 
to  have  charge  of  the  Boston  works. 

"T.  T.  Sawyer,  President  of  Mystic  Water  Board, 
thinks  it  would  be  for  the  interests  of  the  city  to 
place  the  water  works  under  a  permanent  board. 
Think  it  would  be  advisable  to  have  an  engineer 
on  the  board. 

"N.  J.  Bradlee, formerly  president  of  Cochituate 
Water  Board — It  is  a  necessity  at  the  present  time 
to  have  a  paid  commission  on  the  Water  Depart- 
ment, consisting  of  three  men.  Do  not  thinu 
there  should  be  an  engineer  on  the  commission. 
The  general  superintendence  of  all  the  water 
works  should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  an  engi- 
neer. Think  the  Government  should  not  be  repre- 
sented on  the  board.  Think  the  two  boards  should 
be  united.  The  interests  are  so  identical  that  it 
would  be  impossible  to  manage  the  works  by  two 
boards. 

"Mr.  Lawrence— I  have  no  objection  to  uniting 
the  two  boards,  but  I  thought  that  if  three  per- 
sons should  be  left  in  Charlestown  to  serve  with- 
out compensation  it  would  be  of  advantage." 

I  certainly  can  confirm  the  statement  made  by 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 
Three  weeks  ago  Mr.  Lawrence  expressed  an 
opinion  before  the  committee  favorable  to  a  paid 
commission,  although  he  was  opposed  to  consoli- 
dating the  two  into  a  board  similar  to  the  pres- 
ent Cochituate  and  Mystic  water  boards.  The  ex- 
presidents  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  are  in 
favor  of  it.  Certainly  the  present  ordinance  re- 
ceived the  almost  unanimous  approval  of  the 
Committee  on  Water  last  year.    The  committee 
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then  included  one  gentleman  from  Charlestown, 
Mr.  Kent,  who  certainly  has  long  been  identified 
with  the  interests  of  the  city  of  Charlestown. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12—1  wish  to  say  one  or  two 
words  in  answer  to  the  point  suggested  by  the 
last  speaker.  I  am  not  accustomed  to  urge  as  a 
reason  for  a  public  policy  wfat  Mrs.  Grundy  says, 
or  what  other  people  outside  think  or  say.  It  is 
for  the  gentlemen  who  assemble  here  to  give'  rea- 
sons for  changing  the  public  policy,  and  not  to 
bring  in  written  statements  of  this  or  that  man. 
As  these  men  have  been  introduced  here,  I  pro- 
pose to  show  that  the  Cochituate  Water  Boa»'d 
would  have  been  better  if  some  of  them  had  not 
managed  it.  Take  the  letter  of  John  A.  Haven. 
He  was  the  last  president  of  the  board 
previous  to  the  present  one.  Mr.  Haven  was 
a  wonderful  man;  he  was  a  protege  of  Mayor 
Pierce,  who  introduced  biai  to  the  Water  Board. 
He  manifested  as  much  fidelity  to  the  noon  calls 
at  the  public  caravansaries  as  hs  did  at  the  City 
Hi;  11.  When  Mr.  Gogin  came  to  the  City  Hall 
he  found  that  man  in.  There  was  one  merchant 
executing  an  iron  contract — I  think  his  place  of 
business  was  in  New  York — and  he  was  deliver- 
ing pipe  on  an  unfinished  contract.  The  time  for 
completing  the  contract  had  elapsed  more  than 
three  months,  and  yet  it  had  not  been  done. 
Mr.  Gogin  was  skilled  in  the  iron  business,  and 
said  the  contract  could  be  put  in  the 
market  $7  a  ton  cheaper.  Mr.  Haven  said  the 
contract  must  be  carried  out,  but  Mr.  Gogin  show- 
ed that  the  merchant  was  foisting  the  iron  upon 
the  city  for  more  than  the  market  price,  and  con- 
sequently he  made  a  motion  that  the  gentleman 
be  notified  that  his  contract  was  finished.  He 
came  on  here  in  much  perturbation  of  spirit,  and 
desnedthem  to  let  up  on  him.  The  board  was 
inexorable,  and  finally  it  was  compromised  by 
accepting  what  «he  had  already  shipped.  When 
the  contract  was  finished  he  turned  round  and 
contracted  for  $7  cheaper  than  he  had  been 
delivering  the  pipe.  Now,  sir,  that  is  the  econo- 
my of  the  old  department  as  compared  with  the 
new.  We  have  a  man  in  that  department  who 
understands  those  things,  and  I  am  glad  he  has 
been  reelected  tonight.  Had  the  suggestions  of 
Mr.  Gogin  been  followed  in  1867,  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton would  have  saved  about  $100,000,  in  an  expend- 
iture of  only  $250,000.  But  no.  Another  one  of  those 
gentlemen  whose  names  were  ivad  this  evening — 
as  both  of  those  gentlemen  have  friends  in  active 
life,  I  don't  care  to  call  names— was  very 
solicitous  that  a  certain  member  of  the 
City  Government  should  be  elected  a  member  of 
the  Water  Board,  and  he  was  elected.  Afterwards 
I  asked  him  why  it  was  he  was  so  very  solicitous 
to  serve  upon  that  board.  Says  he,  "Wilson,  the 
water  works  were  always  a  great  mystery  to  me, 
and  I  thought  I  'd  like  to  learn  something 
about  them."  He  served  his  year  and  then 
I  met  him  upon  the  stieet,  and  said  I, 
"Friend,  tell  us  how  much  you  have  learned 
about  watei" ;  said  he,  "Hang  it,  they  would  n't 
let  me  know  anything  about  it,  and  the  con- 
sequence was  I  knew  no  more  atout  it  at  the  end 
of  the  year  than  1  did  at  the  beginning."  They 
talk  about  the  weakness  of  the  Wat-r  Board  ;  if 
there  are  weaknesses  they  were  caused  by  the 
malfeasance  of  the  very  men  who  desire  this 
paid  commission.  If  they  have  such  a  man  on 
that  board  now,  I  doa't  know  him. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7 — I  don't  know  any 
better  argument  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  this 
ordinance  than  the  last  speech  of' the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12.  If  we  have  had  in  this  city  of  Bos- 
ton in  past  years,  and  in  all  probability  are  likely 
to  have  again,  the  same  class  of  men,  such  as  he 
has  described,  to  expend  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  dollars,  to  come  hete  to  get  upon  wa- 
ter boards  that  they  know  as  much  about  at 
the  eod  of  one  year  as  they  did  at  the 
beginning,  who  go  to  caravansaries  and 
fill  themselves  with  water  or  something  else,  in- 
stead of  looking  after  duty,  I  say  that  has  been 
the  strongest  argument  that  has  been1  brought  up 
in  favoi  of  a  change.  I  am  glad  he  has  told  the 
Council  of  it;  he  knows  more  about  the  Water 
Board,  from  hia  experience  in  business,  than  any 
other  man  in  this  Council,  and  I  am  glad  that  my 
f  liend  from  Ward  12  has  shown  us  what  he  koows 
of  the  inefficiency  and  mismanagement,  and 
the  putting  up  of  jobs,  and  the  carrying  on 
of  profitable  games  for  getting  contracts  for 
friends,  and  robbing  the  treasury,  in  discharging 
the  duties  of  the  positions  they  hold.  I  do  not 
krow  any  better  argument,  and  I  hope  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  will  weigh  it  and  see  that  no 


repetition  of  that  thing  is  likely  to  t^ke  place 
upon  thac  Water  Board ;  because  if  it  has  taken 
place  there,  in  all  probability  it  will  be  likely  to 
take  place  again,  if  it  is  not  doing  on  now. 

If  we  have  three  persons  appointed  by  the 
Mayor,  who  shall  devote  their  time  to  that  and 
nothing  else,  who  upon  complaint  ca,n  be  turned 
out  of  office  in  twenty-four  hours;  if  you  have 
men,  appointed  by  some  responsible  head,  who 
can  be  wholly  responsible  for  their  official  acts  if 
they  do  wrong ;  then,  sir,  you  will  have  an  efficient 
board,  and  not  such  a  one  as  we  have  had.  lam 
sorry  for  the  board  and  the  members  who  com- 
posed it  that  my  friend  from  Ward  12  was  obliged 
to  expose  some  of  their  shortcomings.  I  »ay  his 
speech  is  the  best  argument  in  favor  of  this  ordi- 
nance which  has  been  made. 

Mr.  Power  of  Ward  22 — We  have  just  voted  for 
two  members  of  this  Water  Board,  and  before 
voting  either  for  or  against  this  ordinance,  I 
should  like  to  know  whether  they  are  to  serve  the 
city  as  they  have  served  it  heretofore,  or  whether 
they  expect  to  go  on  a  commission.  So  far  as 
Charlestown  is  concerned,  the  Water  Board  over 
there  have  served  for  a  number  of  years.  They 
have  conducted  the  business  very  well.  I  never 
heard  any  complaints  against  them. 

If  chere  are  any  members  upon  that  board  who 
do  not  wish  to  serve,  I  think;  there  are  plenty  of 
public-spirited  gentlemen  over  there  who  will 
serve  the  city  in  the  same  capacity.  I  am.  opposed 
to  commissions.  So  far  as  I  have  looked  into  the 
matter  and  talked  it  over  with  gentlemen  in 
Chailestown,  I  do  not  think  I  have  any  right  to 
vote  away  the  people's  money  for  commissions, 
when  I  am  satisfied  that  the  work  can  be  done 
just  as  well  for  nothing. 

If  the  men  in  Boston  wont  serve  the  city  for 
nothirg,  I  think  we  have  men  in  Charlestown  who 
will. 

Mr.  Harrigan  of  Ward  1  moved  that  the  subject 
be  further  assigned  until  half-past  eight  o'clock 
at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  hoped  that  the  vote 
would  be  reached  tonight.  He  opposed  a  post- 
ponement, and  desired  the  question"  to  be  tested 
in  some  way  or  other. 

Mr.  Harrigan  said  he  had  gained  some  informa- 
tion, and  hoped  to  gain  more,  and  probably  a 
large  number  were  in  the  same  position. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  W*rd  5  agreed  with  the  last  speak- 
er. There  were  many  things  io  the  ordinance  he 
favored,  and  he  hoped  to  see  amendments  which 
would  meet  his  objections. 

The  motion  to  specially  assign  prevailed. 

ARMORIES. 

Mr.  Trull  of  Ward  20  submitted  reports  from 
the  Committee  on  Armories  recommending  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  $300  in 
fitting  up  and  furnishing  the  armory  occupied  by 
Company  C,  Ninth  Regiment  Infantry,  M.  V.  M., 
at  No.  1557  Washington  street;  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Armories. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  $250  in 
repairing  aod  fitting  up  the  armory  occupied  by 
Company  A,  Fifth  Regiment  Infantry,  M.  V.  M., 
in  Efm  street,  Charlestown;  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Armories. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  $200  in 
furnishing  and  fitting  up  the  armory  occupied  by 
Company  G,  Ninth  Regiment  Infantry,  M.  V.  M., 
at  No.  11  City  square,  Charlestown;  said  sum  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Armories. 

Severally  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

MADISON    SQUARE. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands  on  the  pe- 
tition of  J.  B.  Simpson  et  ah,  for  leave  to  move  a 
wooden  chapel  from  Windsor  street  to  Madison 
square.  They  find  that  the  Tremont  Improve- 
ment Co.  conveyed  to  the  city  of  Roxbury,  Sept. 
14,  1860,  the  lot  of  land  now  known  as  Madison 
square,  to  be  forever  used  for  the  purposes  of  a 
common  or  park.  In  tne  deed  the  said  company  as 
owner  of  all  the  land  around  said  square,  agreed 
that  whenever  said  land  should  be  sold  or  con- 
veved,  the  deed  should  contain  an  express  condi- 
tion that  no  wooden  building  should  be  erected 
thereon.  As  the  wooden  building  referred  to  in 
the  petition  would,  if  the  petition  should  be 
granted,  be  placed  near  the  Sherwin  School- 
house,  the  Committee  on  Public  Buddings  seri- 
ously object  to  the  gianting  of  the  reques.t  of  the 
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petitioners.  This  committee  therefore  recom- 
mend that  the  petitioners;have  leave  to  withdraw, 
and  that  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  he  directed 
to  revoke  the  permit  granted  by  him  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  building  mentioned  in  the  petition. 
Report  accepted.    Sent  up. 

PAY  OF  LABOBEBS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3,  the  ma- 
jority and  minority  reports  of  Committee  on  Sala- 
ries on  equalization  of  pay  of  laborers  in  employ  of 
the  city,  was  taken  from  the  table  and  specially 
assigned  for  next  Thursday  evening  at  eight 
o'clock. 

THE  EAST  BOSTON  MURDER. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15  the  order 
offering  a  reward  of  $1000  for  the  arrest  of  the 
murderer  of  Mrs.  Margaret  E.  Bingham  was  taken 
from  the  table. 

Mr.  Thacher  moved  that  it  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 

He  said  the  party  was  arrested  before  the  order 
was  passed  in  the  other  branch;  besides,  the  offi- 
cers who  made  the  arrest  could  not  be  entitled  to 
receive  the  money,  there  being  two  decisions  of 
the  Supreme  Court  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  Cawley  of  Ward  2  thought  the  honor  of 
the  city  was  at  stake;  the  reward  had  been  offer- 
ed, and  parties  have  a  right  to  expect  that  the 
city  will  redeem  its  promise.  If  the  city  did  not 
pay  it,  people  would  not  know  what  reliance  to 
place  on  such  promises  in  future.  He  did  not 
think  it  right  for  the  city  to  assume  such  a  posi- 
tion. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  doubted  the  correctness  of 
Mr.  Thacher's  statements,  and  in  order  that  time 
might  be  allowed  for  investigation,  moved  that 
the  order  be  laid  on  the  table.    Carried. 

PETITION  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr  Trail  of  Ward  20— Petition  of  Company 
B,  Firs;  Battalion  of  Cavalry,  for  an  appropria- 
tion for  repair  of  armory.  Refered  to  Joint 
Committee  on  Armories.    Sent  rip. 

RECORD  OF  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4,  the  re- 
port and  orders  on  the  subject  of  supplying  defi- 
ciencies in  the  citv  records   of   births,    marriages 


and  deaths  (City  Doc.  No.  46, 1875),  were  taken 
from  the  table.    The  orders  are  as  follows : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  he 
required  to  report  an  ordinance  providing  for  the 
appointment,  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  of  two 
suitable  persons,  to  be  termed  record  commission- 
ers, who  shall  be  charged  with  the  duty  of  collect- 
ing such  facts  as  will  tend  (o  complete  the  record 
of  the  births,  marriages  and  deaths  in  the  town 
and  city  of  Boston  prior  to  1849,  and  such  other 
duties  as  may  be  deemed  proper;  said  commis- 
sioners to  serve  without  compensation,  and  to  be 
removable  at  any  time  by  the  Mayor  or  by  con- 
current vote  of  two-thirds  of  both  branches  of 
the  City  Council. 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on 
the  Census  and  Division  of  Wards  be  directed  to 
report  what  measures,  if  any,  can  be  taken,  dur- 
ing the  present  year,  to  obtain  statistics  of  births, 
marriages  or  deaths  which  have  occurred  in  the 
city  of  Boston ;  and  also  to  report  if  any  change 
is  desirable  as  to  the  method  of  obtaining  the  rec- 
ord of  births  in  the  city. 

The  first  order,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wbitmore, 
was  specially  assigned  to  8%  o'clock  at  the  next 
meeting,  and  the  second  order  was  passed  and 
sent  up. 

ORCHARD  PARK. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  13  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Commoti  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  $2000  in  laying  out  walks  and  set- 
ting out  trees  and  otherwise  improving  Orchard 
Park. 
Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

STONE  CURB  ON  TREMONT- STREET  MALL. 

Mi.  Cushing  of  Ward  4  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  be  authorized  to 
transfer  to  the  next  year's  accounts  the  sum  here- 
tofore appropriated  for  the  erection  of  a  curb  along 
the  Tremont-street  mall,  and  that  the  Joint  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  the  Common  and  Squares  be 
authorized  to  advertise  for  proposals  for  building 
said  curb,  accoiding  to  the  plans  and  specifica- 
tions on  file  in  the  City  Engineer's  office. 

Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3  the 
Council  adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

APRIL    30,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  4  o'clock  P.  M.,  Al- 
derman Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Measurers  of  Upper  Leather— William  Bragdon, 
William  Powers,  George  W.  Bragdon,  John  W. 
Bragdon,  Jr.,  Melville  C.  Bragdon,  Charles  Dolan. 

Special  Police  Officers— Andrew  Phelan,  India 
street,  maiket;  Dennis  J.  Donovan,  William  Fitz- 
gerald, Fulton  Iron  Foundry;  Lewis  H.  Plaisted, 
84  Kingston  street  and  its  vicinity ;  Albert  G.  Gard- 
ner, Fourth-street  Baptist  Church  ;  William  Han- 
nan,  Meeting  House  Hill,  Ward  16;  John  H.  Rich- 
ardson, District  Telegraph  Company ;  Andrew  C. 
Smith,  Seamen's  Friend  Society,  Salem  street; 
William  H.  Bancroft,  184  Washington  street; 
James  F.  Clark,  Washington  street,  between 
Palmer  and  Eustis  streets;  Henry  McCoy,  South 
Baptist  Church. 

ORDERS  OF  N9TICE  RECOMMITTED. 

The  order  of  notice  on  petition  of  Jamaica 
Pond  Aqueduct  Company,  for  leave  to  erect  and 
use  a  steam  engine  on  Chestnut  street,  Ward  17, 
was  considered,  and  no  one  appearing  to  object, 
the  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Steam  Engines. 

On  the  hearing  on  orders  of  notice  on  expediency 
of  building  sewers  in  Warwick,  Schuyler,  Maple 
and  Edgewood  streets  no  one  appeared  to  object, 
and  thoy  were  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Sewers. 

The  petition  of  Middlesex  Railroad  Company 
for  a  turn-out  track  near  the  line  of  Somerville, 
was  considered  on  an  order  of  notice.  Mr.  Pow- 
ers, president  of  the  company,  said  it  was  for  a 
turn-out  track,  500  or  600  feet  from  the  Somerville 
line ;  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  enable  the  com- 
pany to  run  on  their  advertised  time.  None  of 
the  abutters  objected.  The  petition  was  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  J.  C.  Kittredge,  for  abatement  of  Wash- 
ington-street betterment  assessment. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Samuel  J.  Bracllee,  for  leave  to  place  a 
horse  in  building  at  250  Dudley  street,  formerly 
used  as  a  stable. 

Martha  M.  Early,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  stable  for  two  horses  on  Boylston  avenue, 
between  Green  and  Boylston  streets. 

William  Manning,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  six  horses  on  Pike  street,  rear  831  Al- 
bany street. 

Long  Wharf  Corporation  et  al.,  for  leave  to  con- 
struct cellars  below  giade  at  35-44  Scate  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department  on  the 
part  of  the  Board,  with  full  powers.  E.  P.  Cutter 
and  Co.  et  al.,  for  leave  to  burn  an  old  vessel  on 
flats  off  Apple  Island. 

To  the  Committee  on  Census  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Dean  Dudley  and  Stephen  G.  Jones  for 
leave  to  take  tlie  city  census. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 
Request  of  School  Committee  for  additional  pri- 
mary-school accommodations  in  Bunker  Hill 
School  District. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  Thomas  E. 
and  Fred  P.  Moseley,  for  releasej  of  condition  of 
sale  of  land  on  Concord  and  James  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  James  M.  Childs, 
for  leave  to  take  birds  and  eggs  for  scientific  pur- 
poses. 

Samuel  Davieson,  for  license  to  exhibit  Museum 
of  Natural  History  at  542  Washington  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  James  Wight  et 
al.,  that  certain  obstructions  be  removed  from 
Beverly  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  -Toseph  T.  Ryan 
et  al.,  for  a  new  sewer  in  Orchard  street. 

Long  Wharf  Corporation  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  at 
35-44  Si  ate  street. 

James  Bolton  et  al.,  for  sewer  in  Alaska  street, 
Roxbury. 

To  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts.  Con- 
stables of  the  East  Boston  Municipal  Court,  for 
increase  of  salaries. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.     William  H.  Hart 


et  al.,  that  Silver  street  be  paved  from  F  to  Dor- 
chester street. 

John  W.  Olmstead,  to  be  paid  for  grade  dam- 
ages at  12  Cornhill. 

John  W.  Oldham,  for  brick  sidewalk  at  20  Mer- 
cer street. 

Thomas  S.  Manahan,  for  edgestones  and  brick 
sidewalk  at  1  and  3  St.  Charles  street. 

Frederick  Riedell,  f or  edgestones  on  Boylston 
street,  West  Roxbury. 

Hiram  W.  Smith,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
on  Washington  street,  near  Cornhill. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pay  Arioch  Wentworth  $4740,  for  dam- 
ages caused  by  the  widening  of  Charlestown 
sheet.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  Horace  Pierce  $350.50,  for  Wash- 
ington-street damages  in  Brighton.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  Arthur  Libby  $3064,  for  widening 
of  Shawmut  avenue.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  Caroline  A.  Benton  $15,455,  for 
Leverett-street  damages.    Passed . 

Order  to  pay  Arioch  Wentworth  $1708,  for  dam- 
ages to  Nos.  150-154  Charlestown  street.    Passed. 

Order  to  employ  George  Sampson  and  others  as 
agents  to  take  the  census  on  May  1.    Passed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Northampton-street 
District  to  settle  grade  damages  in  certain  cases. 
Passed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Public  (Buildings 
to  erect  city  stabUs  for  Paving  Department  on 
Childs  street,  Ward  17,  at  a  cost  of  $5000.    Passed. 

Resolve  and  order  to  take  certain  estates  on 
Northampton -street  District  surrendered  to  the 
city  by  the  owners.  Laid  on  the  table,  on  motion 
ofAldermpn  Stebbins,  who  desiied  time  for  the 
City  Solicitor  to  examine  the  title  to  one  of  the 
estates. 

SEVENTEENTH   OF  JUNE. 

The  order  to  appropriate  $30,000  for  the  celebra- 
tion on  the  17th  of  June  next  was  considered  in 
the  regular  order  under  the  head  of  unfinished 
business. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  gave  notice  at  the  last 
meeting  that  I  should  move  as  an  amendment 
that  the  sum  be  placed  at  $25,000  instead  of  $30,- 
000,  and  I  now  make  that  motion. 

Alderman  Power— At  the  last  meeting  I  made 
some  objections  to  this  order,  and  I  have  seen  no 
reason  since  then  to  change  my  mind.  I  was  in 
hopes  that  the  Alderman  trom  Ward  8,  who  has 
offered  the  amendment  cutting  the  sum  down  to 
$25,000  would  have  gone  further  than  that.  It 
seems  to  me  that  that  is  altogether  too  large  a 
sum  for  the  city  to  speud  when  we  take  into  ac- 
count the  large  amount  of  money  that  is 
proposed  to  be  spent  by  the  State,  of 
which  the  city  of  Boston  pays  nearly  one-halt, 
and  the  two  will  make  the  sum  really 
taken  from  Boston  for  this  celebration  very 
large;  and  for  that  reason  cbis  appropriation 
ougbt  to  be  reduced.  One  of  the  arguments  for 
this  large  appropriation  is  that  we  can  dispense 
with  the  celebration  of  the  Fourth  of  July,  which 
I  don't  believe  in,  and  I  don't  think  this  Govern- 
ment will  attempt  to  do.  When  any  one  talks  of 
getting  through  the  Fourth  of  July  with  $5000, 
it  seems  to  me"  like  nonsense  to  think  of  such  a 
thing.  I  hope  this  sum  will  be  still  further  re- 
duced, and  I  move  a,s  an  amendment  that  it  be 
$15,000,  which  I  ihink  is  large  enough  for  the  city 
to  spend  at  this  time,  when  we  consider  what  is  to 
be  done  by  the  State,  and  what  is  to  be  required 
for  the  Fourth  of  July.  It  is  all  we  can  afford. 
The  general  opinion  has  been  that  this 
Board  and  thi*  Government  should  do  all 
they  could  to  economize  In  every  department,  and 
I  was  in  hopes  it  would  extend  even  to  such  cele- 
bration, as  the  Fourth  of  July,  and  it  is  for  that 
reason  I  move  t  ■  further  amend  by  making  the 
sum  $15,000. 

Alderman  P.  escott— After  full  consideration  of 
this  subject  I  am  prepared  to  vote  for  the  order  as 
originally  proposed  by  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee-to  enable  the  city  to  have  a  proper  celebra- 
tion of  the  centennial  anniversary  of  the  battle  of 
Bunker  Hill.  In  looking  over  the  Auditor's  report 
for  the  last  four  or  Ave  years,  I  find  that  large  ex- 
penditures have  been  made  for  occasions  some- 
what similar,  but  decidedly  inferior  to  the  one  we 
are  approaching.  I  find  that  in  1869-70  there  was 
expended  for  what  was  called  The  National  Mu- 
sical Festival  and  Peace  Jubilee — which,  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  was  a  piivate  enterprise — the  sum  of 
$38,412.22.  I  also  find,  by  the  Auditor's  report  of 
1872-73,  that  the  expense  of  the  Jubilee  of  1872  was 
$39,980.    Besides  that,  the  city  took  sufficient  in- 
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teiest  in  it  to  build  Dartmouth-street  Bridge,  and 
the  bridges  over  Newton  street  and  Huntington 
avenue,  some  of  which,  at  least,  would  not  have 
been  built  by  the  city  of  Boston  for  some  years ; 
and  in  those  bridges  alone  the  sum  of  $150,522.88 
was  spent.  Now  it  seems  to  roe  that  the  sum 
asked  for  this  coming  celebration  is  not  exorbi- 
tant. I  should  not  stand  here  and  support  it,  did 
I  not  believe  that  the  citizens  of  Boston  were 
willing  to  spend  such  an  amount  as  that.  "We 
have  seen  by  the  experience  of  Concord  and  Lex- 
ington yesterday  the  great  interest  taken  in  such 
occasions,  where  people  came  from  all  sections, 
and  where  the  money  expended — to  look  upon  it 
in  a  mere  mercenary  light — was  agood  investment. 
I  believe  this  expenditure  wil'  be  a  good  invest- 
ment for  the  city  of  Boston,  if  it  is  proper  to  so 
speak  of  it  in  connection  with  the  celebration  of 
the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  for  it  will  bring  tens  of 
thousands  of  dollais  to  the  citizens  of  Boston. 
But  beyond  and  above  all  that,  I  believe  that  the 
taxpayers  from  the  mere  impulse  of  patriot- 
ism will  not  begrudge  such  a  small  sum 
as  $30,000,  which  is  not  a  large  amount 
for  a  city  with  a  valuation  of  eight 
hundred  millions.  I  trust  that  the  amount  rec- 
ommended by  the  majority  of  the  committeo  will 
be  accepted. 

Alderman  O'Biien  —It  is  an  indisputable  fact 
that  objections  are  sure  to  be  made  when  any 
considerable  sum  of  money  is  asked  for  a  special 
purpose;  and  it  is  perhaps  well  that  some  mem- 
bers of  this  Board  have  the  moral  courage  to  rise 
and  object  to  this  appropriation.  But  1  see  no 
reason  why  every  dollar  of  tne  $30,000  asked  for 
by  the  Committee  on  the  Centennial  Celebration 
should  not  be  granted.  That  committee  have 
given  the  matter  their  attention  for  some  time, 
and  I  think  the  amount  asked  for  is  quite  reason- 
able. In  fact,  I  feel  it  a  duty  and  a  privilege  to  vote 
for  this  order,  that  the  committee  may  make  the 
necessary  arrangements  to  celebrate  the  centen- 
nial anniversary  of  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill  in  a 
manner  becoming  its  national  importance.  I  do 
not,  however,  mean  to  indorse  the  pare  of  the 
committee's  report  which  intimates  that  the  cele- 
bration of  the  Fourth  of  July  should  be  dispensed 
with.  The  Fourth  of  July  is  a  day  of  pleasure  and 
enjoyment  to  the  people,  to  which  the  city  should 
contribute.  I  hope  we  have  not  reached  that 
point,  and  never  will,  wh  n  we  shall  dispense  with 
the  Fourth  of  July  celebrations  ou  the  score  of 
economy.  I  shall  not  only  vote  tor  the  $30,000  for 
the  centennial,  but  for  the  usual  appropriation  for 
the  Fourth  of  July,  even  at  the  risk  of  being  called 
extravagant. 

At  the  request  of  Alderman  Harris,  the  chair- 
man read  the  following  extract  from  the  commit- 
tee's report: 

"As  this  celebration  will  undoubtedly  be  the 
principal  event  cf  the  year  in  this  section  of  the 
country,  it  would  hardly  seem  proper  or  expedi- 
ent for  the  city  to  make  arrangements  for  an 
elaborate  celebration  of  the  Fourth  of  July;  and 
the  committee  would  suggest  that  the  programme 
for  that  day  be  confined  to  the  ringing  of  balls, 
the  firing  of  salutes,  the  delivery  of  an  oration  and 
the  providing  amusements  for  the  public-school 
children— all  of  which  can  be  done  for  less  than 
five  thousand  dollars." 

Alderman  Prescott  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  amendment  of  Alderman  Stebbins  ($25,- 
000)  was  lost— yeas  3,  nays  9 : 

Yeas— Aldermen  Burrage,  Power,  Stebbins— 3. 

Nays  —  Ale!  ermen  Bigelow,  Claik,  Harris, 
O'Brien,  Pope,  Prescott,  Quincy,  Viles,  Worthing- 
ton— 9. 

The  amendment  of  Alderman  Power  ($15,000) 
was  lost— 1  yea,  11  nays ;  Alderman  Power  voting 
yea. 

The  order  was  then  passed— yeas  10,  nays  2; 
Alderman  Power  and  Stebbins  voting  nay. 

Sent  down. 

BOABD  OF  EDUCATION. 

The  resolve  that  it  is  expedient  tor  the  Mayor 
tc  apply  to  the  present  Legislature  for  authority 
to  appoint  by  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  fifteen 
persons  to  constitute  a  Boaid  ol  Education  in 
this  city,  was  considered  under  the  head  of  un- 
fiV  isbed  business,  and  was  passed— 8 for, 2  against. 

The  order  directing  the  Committee  on  Legisla- 
tive Matters  to  appear  before  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee and  ask  for  an  act  in  accordance  with  the 
terms  of  the  resolve,  was  next  considered,  on  the 
question  of  its  passage. 

Alderman  Power— The  Alderman  from  the 
Charlestown  District  made  use  of  some  remarks 


at  the  last  meeting  which  implied  some  astonish- 
ment at  my  offering  such  an  order  as  this,  because 
of  tDe  position  I  have  taken  on  this  question  of 
commissions.  I  wish  to  explain,  Mr.  Chairman, 
that  I  have  n't  altered  my  views  in  rplation  to  the 
establishment  of  commissions.  I  have  taken  the 
stand  that  I  see  no  reason  to  pass  any  vote  of  cen- 
sure upon  a  Board  of  Aldermen  of  which  I  have 
been  a  member;  and,  as  I  said  before,  I  see 
no  reason  for  any  new  charter;  I  see  no 
great  leakage  in  any  department  of  the  City 
Government,  and  no  chance  for  any  great  im- 
provement in  any,  except  that  of  schools,  over 
which  the  Board  of  Aldermen  have  no  control. 
It  is  acknowledged  on  all  sides  to  be  wiong,  en- 
tirely wrong,  and  to  be  badly  managed ;  and  I 
want  no  better  evidence  than  is  given  in  tne  an- 
nual report  of  the  School  Committee  just  panted. 
If  any  gentlemen  want  any  evidence  of  the  inca- 
pacity of  that  body  to  manage  this  business  prop- 
erly, let  them  take  this  report  and  read  it,  for  no 
better  evidence  is  needed  than  is  laid  down  in 
this  report  of  the  School  Committee. 

Alderman  Harris— Will  the  gentleman  bs  kind 
enough  to  read  a  paiagiapb  from  it? 

Alderman  Power — There  are  too  many  of  them, 
and  I  have  too  much  consideration  for  this  Board 
to  inflict  upon  them  long  extracts  from  that  re- 
port, as  it  is  published  and  every  Alderman  nas  it 
here,  I  suppose.    But  it  says  heie  on  page  20  - 

"The  experience  of  the  board  for  the  last  year 
has  demonstrated  that  this  number  is  too  large 
for  the  prompt  and  efficient  transaction  of  busi- 
ness. Not  only  has  the  business  of  the  committee 
been  often  delayed  by  the  accident  of  'no  quo- 
rum,' but  the  body  is  so  unwieldy  as  to  scatter  the 
interest  and  reduce  tne  responsibility  of  the 
members  to  a  degree  which  seriously  affects  the 
welfare  of  the  schools.  Action  required  by  the 
rules  to  be  bad  at  stated  periods  has  sometimes 
been  delayed  two  months.  With  the  divided  and 
diluted  responsibilities  of  so  large  a  body  it  must 
necessarily  be  difficult  to  engage  the  attention  of 
even  a  majority  in  all  or  anv  considerable  num- 
ber of  tne  great  variety  of  questions  which  come 
before  the  board.  Measures  of  doubtful  utility 
and  expediency  may  be  adopted  or  defeated  be- 
cause a  majority  do  not  care  enough  about  them 
to  examine  into  their  practical  value." 

Now,  right  here  in  the  beginning  of  this  report 
are  several  similar  articles,  all  showing  that  they 
acknowledge  that  they  cannot  properly  manare 
the  business'  intrusted  to  them.  From  my  own 
experience  in  this  Board  it  seems  to  me  that  there 
has  been  a  terrible  waste  of  money  in  that  depart- 
ment, and  I  oelieve  that  a  changeof  some  kind  is 
absolutely  necessary,  and  that  no  time  should  be 
lost  in  making  it.  No  change,  in  my  opinion, 
could  make  it  worse  than  it  is  now,  and  therefore 
I  am  anxious  to  have  the  only  thing  in  the  new 
charter  that  we  all  admit  we  need,  adopted  as 
soon  as  possible,  so  that  the  leakage  may  be 
stopped.  Of  course  every  gentleman  at  this 
board  knows  that  we  have  no  control  over  the 
management  of  the  School  Committee  at  all.  Not- 
withstanding that  we  make  the  appropriation  of 
money,  I  am  informed  that  if  they  saw  fit  to 
raise  the  salaries  of  teachers  naif  a  rnillioo  more 
than  was  appropriated,  this  Board  has  no  power 
to  prevent  it.  It  therefore,  seems  to  me  that  a 
change  in  that  department  is  imperative,  and  that 
an\  change  that  may  take  place  will  not  make  the 
management  worse  rhan  it  is  now. 

Alderman  Burrage— As  I  remarked  the  other 
day,  I  believe  in  this  amendment;  and  because  I 
believe  in  it  I  doubt  the  expediency  of  pushing-  it 
now.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  will  endanger  reform 
in  this  direction,  as  well  as  the  new  charter  which 
we  hope  to  get  for  the  city.  It  seems  to  me  that 
it  will  embarrass  the  whole  matter  in  this  City 
Groveiuinent,  to  say  nothing  of  its  standing  be- 
fore the  Legislature.  It  is  well  known  that  we 
have  u't  yet  made  a  change  in  regard  to  the  Water 
Board  by  establishing  a  permanent;  commission; 
and  it  appears  to  me  that  an  attempt  to  carry  this 
through  before  that  is  settled  may  embairass 
both.  I  am  certainly  of  the  opinion  that  the  bet- 
ter way  is  not  to  press  that  matter  at  present. 

Alderman  Prescott— Back  of  all  tne  fundamen- 
tal piiociple  in  this  proposed  change  in  the  man- 
agement of  our  schools  is  the  fact,  I  believe,  that 
Boston  must  have  just  such  a  Board  of  Education 
as  this  at  some  time,  it  not  in  the  immediate  fu- 
ture. I  have  had  some  doubts  as  to  the  advisabil- 
ity of  petitioning  the  Legislature  in  relation  to 
this  matter,  and  the  taking  of  this  department  out 
of  the  new  charter.  But,  inasmuch  as  we  have 
already    asked    of    the    Legislature    power    to 
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divide  the  city  into  thirty-six  wards,  and 
providing  for  the  election  of  two  Common 
Councilnuen  and  two  School  Committeemen 
from  each  ward;  and  from  rhe  fact  that 
sucb  a  body  will  not  be  the  Hoard  of  Education 
that  we  want,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  well 
for  the  city  to  go  to  tbe  Legislature  at  the  present 
time  before  they  take  action  upon  the  order  of 
the  City  Council  passed  some  fix  weeks  ago;  be- 
cause if  we  make  no  move  in  this  directioo  it  may 
seem  strange  tor  the  City  Council  to  go  there  an- 
other year  and  >sk  for  a  ladical  change  f  10m  that 
one.  Therefore  I  think  it  better  to  ask  for  it  now, 
even  if  it  is  not  granted. 

Alderman  Burrage— We  should  ask  it  then  as  a 
part  ot  the  city  charter. 

Alderman  Prescott— But  the  request  now  befoie 
the  legislature  makes  a  very  radical  change,  it 
seem  to  me  that  even  if  they  do  not  grant  this  re- 
quest ac  the  present  time,  we  can  go  to  them 
another  year  with  a  better  grace  and  ask  for  this 
radical  change  in  the  constitution  of  the  body 
having  control  of  our  schools.  As  the  case  now 
stands  we  have  asked  for  two  members  from  each 
ward,  making  seventy-two;  and  if,  next  year,  we 
ask  for  a  Board  of  Education  of  fifteen  persons, 
they  would  naturally  say  we  had  better  try  what  we 
asked  tor  the  year  before,  rather  than  make 
another  radical  change  in  a  short  time.  So  it 
seems  that  it  will  do  no  harm  to  go  bef  01  e  the 
Legislature  intimating  that  tbe  views  of  the  City 
Council  aie  now  different  from  those  already  sent 
to  them. 

Alderman  Bigelow — Has  the  e  been  any  action 
by  the  Legislature  on  the  division  of  tbe  wards? 

Alderman  Stebbins — There  has.  A  bill  has 
passed  the  Senate  and  is  now  before  trie  Judiciary 
Committee  of  the  House  providing  that  the  city 
shall  be  divided  into  twenty-six  wards,  with  two 
Common  Councilmen  and  two  members  of  the 
School  Comiuittee  from  each  ward. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  FOR  CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Request  of  the  School  Committee  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  schools  for  girls,  similar  in  character 
to  those  for  licensed  minors.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 

Tbe  order  for  a  clock  to  be  placed  on  Maverick 
square  came  up  amended  by  the  substitution  of 
"Central  square"  for  "Maverick  square."  Con- 
curred. 

Report  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petition  of  J.  B. 
Simpson  el  al.,  f  ir  leave  to  place  a  wooden  build- 
ing on  lot,  adjacent  to  Madison  square.    Accepted. 

The  appointment  of  Fence  Viewers,  Field  Driv- 
ers, etc.,  came  up  amended  in  one  or  two  partic- 
ulars.   Concurred. 

ELECTIONS. 

The  following  elections  occur  ied  : 

Member  of  Cochituate  Water  Board.  Certificate 
of  the  election  by  the  Common  Council  of  Leonard 
R.  Cutter  as  a  member  of  toe  Cochituate  Water 
Board,  in  place  of  Charles  R.  McLean,  chosen  by 
this  Board. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  have  in  my  hand  a  letter 
from  Mr.  McLean,  which,  with  the  permission  of 
the  Board,  I  will  read : 

Boston,  April  16,  1875. 

Alderman  S.  B.  Stebbins :  My  Dear  Sir  — 
You  will  please  lemember  that  your  committee 
was  kind  enough  to  nominate  me  as  a  candidate 
for  reelection  for  the  Cochituate  Water  Board, 
for  the  two  years  next  ensuing,  and  which  you  are 
aware  was  done  without  my  knowledge  or  consent. 
And  almost  immediately  afterwards  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  did  me  the  honor  to  elect  me.  You  wdl 
also  remember  that  I  visited  you  personally  and 
asked  to  have  my  name  withdrawn,  on  account 
of  the  too  great  sacrifice  of  time  that  would  be  re- 
quired of  me  in  view  of  the  new  work  projected. 
I  must  now  ask  you  to  positively  withdraw  my 
name  as  a  candidate  for  the  responsible  position 
named— believing  that  the  best  interests  of  the 
city  require  that  a  permanent  board  should  be 
organized,  with  suitable  compensation,  in  order 
to  command  the  best  services  of  its  members,  to 
the  end  that  tbe  work  about  to  be  commenced 
may  be  completed  with  economy  and  despatch. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Charles  R.  McLean. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  have  als  ~>  been  informed 
by  another  member  of  rhe  Water  Board  who  has 
been  elected,  that  it  is  his  intention  to  withdraw 
if  the  City  Council  does  not  vote  to  make  tbe 
board  a  permanent  one,  and  that  he  simply  al- 
lowed his  name  to  be  used,  as  did  Mr.  McLean,  in 


order  that  there  should  be  no  vacancy.  They 
were  willing  to  remain  in  office  af^w  weeks,  till  it 
was  decided  whether  a  paid  board  should  be  estab- 
lished or  not,  but  they  both  say  they  cannot  afford 
to  give  to  the  city  of  Boston  the  lime  necessary 
for  the  performance  of  the  duties,  especially  as 
they  would  have  to  be  constantly  employed  in 
carrying  on  the  new  worts  in  contemplation.  I 
have  been  informed,  though  I  cannot  officially 
vouch  for  the  truth  of  it,  that  the  gentle- 
man who  has  been  elected  by  the  Common 
Council  will  not  serve  in  an  ornamental  capacity. 
If  any  member  will  say  that  Mr.  Cutter  will  accept 
the  position  I  shall  be  happy  to  vote  for  him.  It 
seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  better  to  let  this 
matter  lie  upon  the  table  until  the  matter  of 
establishing  a  permanent  board  is  established.  I 
shall  make  that  motion  unless  some  member  will 
assure  me  that  Mr.  Cutter  will  serve. 

Alderman  Power — I  am  prepared  to  inform  the 
Board  that  Mr.  Cutter  will  accept  the  position  if 
elected  by  this  Board. 

A  ballot  was  ordered.  Aldermen  Power  and 
Stebbins  were  appointed  a  committee  to  collect 
and  count  votes,  and  they  reported  that  Leonard 
R.  Cutter  had  received  12  votes.  He  was  declared 
elected  in  concurrence. 

Director  for  Public  Institutions.  Certificate  of 
the  election  by  the  Common  Council  of  Benjamin 
Dean  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Public  Institu- 
tions, in  place  of  S.  A.  Denio,  chosed  by  this 
Board. 

Aldermen  Prescott  and  Quincy  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes.  They  re- 
ported Sylvanus  a.  Denio  had  received  9  votes, 
and  Benjamin  Dean  3.  Mr.  Denic,  was  declared 
elected  in  non-concurrence.  Certificate  sent 
down. 

REPORT  OF  CITY  OFFICER. 

Paymaster  of  State  Aid.  Report  for  quarter 
ending  March  31 :  Amount  disbursed,  $21,029;  bal- 
ance on  hand,  $395;  cumber  of  applicants,  for 
Jauiiary,  1421 ;  for  February,  1199;  for  March,  1352. 
Sent  down. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  reports  and  orders 
from  the  Committee  on  Paving  as  follows: 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  Clara  F.  Baldwin,  to  be  paid  for  gr*de 
damages  on  Columbia  street,  Ward  16;  Samuel  H. 
Smith,  for  leave  to  place  a  lamp  post  in  sidewalk 
of  80  Tremont  street;  R.  T.  Painr.-,  Jr.,  for  side- 
walk on  Duncan  street  (it  not  being  a  public 
street).    Severally  accepted. 

Reports  recommending  the  granting  of  petition 
of  Patrick  Weltch  aod  John  Qunk,for  leave  to 
move  wooden  buildings.    Severally  ac3epted. 

Orders  for  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  to 
furnish  and  set  edgestones  in  front  of  112  Dart- 
mouth; to  pave  the  sidewalk  with  brick  in  front 
of  21  to  31  (inclusive)  Nortbfield  street.  Severally 
read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  the  petitions  of 
Smith  &  Nevens,  to  sprinkle  certain  streets; 
Frank  L.  Crosby,  to  locate  gas  lamp  at  25  La- 
grange street;  John  D.  Miller,  to  project  a  lantern 
over  the  sidewalk  of  Washington  :-treet,  corner  of 
Dover  street— severally  to  be  done  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets.  Sever- 
al^ accepted. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
hens  of  Solomon  Wildes  to  lay  down  an  iion  pipe 
under  Washington  sneet  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
veying steam  from  this  building  on  the  easterly 
side  of  Washington  street  to  their  building  on 
the  southwest  corner  of  Washington  and  Hanovn 
streets;  upon  condition  that  said  parties  shall 
first  give  the  city  an  agreement  in  wridng  satis- 
factory to  thejCity  Solicitor  saving  the  city  harm- 
less against  any  and  all  claims  for  damages,  costs 
or  expenses,  for  or  on  account  of  or  in  ar.y  way 
growing  out  of  the  laying  down  or  maintaining  of 
said  pipe  under  said  street;  also  upon  condition 
that  said  parties  shall  remove  said  pipe  when  or- 
dered so  to  do  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and 
shall  place  the  street  in  as  good  conditioi*  as  it 
was  in  before  said  pipe  was  laid. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

WOODEN  BUILDINGS. 

Alderman  Pope  submitted  reports  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings,  recommending  the  passage  of  orders 
authorizing  the  issuing  of  permits  to  erect  wood- 
en builoings  to  Massachusetts  Infant  Asylum  on 
Curtis  street,  Ward  17;  and  to  the  Metropolitan 
Railroad  Company,  on  Pynchon  street,  Ward  15. 
Orders  read  twice  and  passe  1.    Sent  down. 
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SEWERS. 

Alderman  Harris,  from  ihe  Committee  on 
Sewers,  submitted  the  following: 

Orders  of  notic  for  tbe  construction  of  common 
sewers  as  follows:  In  Centre  street, between  Heath 
and  Amory  streets;  in  Amory  street,  through,  pri- 
vate land  east  of  Providence  Railroad  to  Boylston ; 
in  Boyiston  street  between  Providence  Radroad 
and  Boylston  avenue,  and  in  Boylston  avenue ;  and 
in  Wall  street,  Charlestown.  Severally  read  twice 
and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
consider  the  expediency  of  amending  section  6  of 
the  ordinance  relating  to  sewers,  so  that  assess- 
ments shall  be  proponioned  to  the  area  of  the 
land  benefited,  instead  of  to  the  value  of  the 
land. 

Passed. 

This  Board  aoth  adjudge  it  to  be  necessary  for 
the  public  convenience  that  a  main  diain,  or  com- 
mon sewer,  shall  be  laid  in  and  through  the  land 
of  W.  R.  Chester,  trustee,  J.  Amoiy  Codman, 
Samuel  T.  Crosby,  Paul  D.  Wallis  and  Charles  B. 
Wilson.  Wdlarci  Q.  Phillips,  Charles  H.  Esta- 
brook,  trusoee,  heirs  of  Elizabeth  Amory,  William 
Meriain,  Gilman  Page,  in  the  said  city  ;  it  is  there- 
fore hereby 

Ordered,  That  aue  notice  be  given  to  the  above- 
mentioned  peisons  that  this  Board  intends  to  lay 
a  main  orain,  or  common  sewer,  as  aforesaid,  and 
for  that  purpose  to  take  the  land  and  the  right  to 
construct  a  sewer  therein,  from  the  said  persons, 
according  to  the  following  description:  From  W. 
R.  Chester,  trustee,  a  strip  of  land  ten  feet  wide 
and  166  feet  long, between  Amory stieet and  Stony 
Brook,  distant  aoout  125  feet  from  and  nearly  paral- 
lel to  the  line  of  the  Boston  &  Providence  Railioad 
Company,  containing  about  1660  square  feet. 
From  J.  Amory  Codman,  a  strip  or  land  ten  feet 
wide  and  362%  feet  long,  being  115  feet  distant 
from  and  parallel  to  the  line  of  the  Boston  & 
Providence  Railroad,  containing  about  3625  square 
feet.  From  Charles  B. Wilson,  Paul  D.  Wallis  and 
Samuel  T.  Crosby,  a  strip  of  land  ten  feet  wide 
and  290  feet  long,  115  feet  distant  from  and  paral- 
lel to  the  line  of  the  Boston  &  Providence  Rail- 
road Company,  containing  about  2900  square  feet. 
From  Williard  Q.  Phillips,  a  f trip  of  land  tev  feet 
wide  and  460  feet  long,  being  115  feet  distaat  from 
and  parallel  to  the  line  of  theBoston&  Providence 
Railroad  Company,  containing  about  4600  square 
feet.  From  Charles  H.  Estabrook,  trustee,  a  strip 
of  land  ten  fet-t  wide  and  155  feet  Iout,  being 
about  115  feet  fromjand  nearly  parallel  to  the  line 
of  the  Boston  &  Providence  Railioad  Com- 
pany, containing  about  1550  square  feet. 
From  heir"  of  Elizabeth  Amory,  a  strip 
of  land  ten  feet  wide,  beginning  at  the 
last  described  land,  and  extending  southwesterly 
480  feet  to  the  easterly  corner  of  lanri  of  William 
Meriam,  containing  4800  squate  feet.  From  Wil- 
liam Meriam,  a  piece  of  laid  bounded  northeast- 
erly by  land  of  heirs  or  Elizabeth  Amory,  forty- 
three  feel;  soutneasterly  by  land  of  said  heirs; 
and  of  HenrvF.  Cot,  214  feec;  southwesterly  by 
land  of  said  Coe  and  Gilman  Page,  twenty  feet; 
and  northwesterly  by  land  of  city  of  Boston,  216 
feet;  containing  6740  square  feet,  more  or  less. 
From  Gilman  Page,  a  pieca  of  land  bounded  north- 
eastsily  by  land  of  William  Meriam,  eighteen  feet: 
southeasterly  by  land  of  Henry  F.  Coe  and  saicl 
Page,  209  feet;  southwesterly  by  Boylston  street, 
eight  feet :  and  northwesterly  by  land  of  city  of 
Boston,  211  feet ;  containing  2717  square  feet,  more 
or  less.  The  whole  taking  being  shown  in  red  on 
a  plan  called  "Plan  of  Taking  for  a  Sewer  between 
Amory  and  Boylston  street,"  dated  April  20, 1875, 
and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Supailntendent 
of  Sewer*— and  that  Monday,  the  third  day  of  May 
next,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  is  assigned  as  the  time 
for  hearing  any  objections  which  may  be  made 
thereto. 

Passed. 

STREETS. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board : 

Order  to  pay  W.  A.  Low  $75,  fer  damage?  by 
laying  out  of  Krancis  street  westwardly  from 
Brookline  avenue.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  pay  the  heirs  of  Thomas  Marshall  160.75 
for  land  and  damages  by  widening  of  Shawmut 
avenue.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Orders  to  pay  for  land  and  damages  in  widening 
Shawmut,  avenue— John  Lamb  $1242;  Lucinda  M. 
Avery  $102.50,  estate  697  Sha  wmut  avenue.  Sever- 
ally read  once. 


Order  to  pay  for  land  an  i  damages  in  widening 
Beach  street— C.  F.  and  Caroline  Friese,  $2320,  for 
land  in  the  name  of  G.  F.  Friese  and  Caroline 
Weber.    Read  once. 

Orders  to  pay  for  land  and  damages  in  widening 
streets— William  Haanan,  $243.04;  James  Jessup, 
$2000,  widening  Bowdom  street,  Ward  16;  Boston 
&  Albany  Railroad  Corporation,  $2771.50,  for  land, 
etc.,  taken  in  laying  out  of  Lincoln  street  in  Ward 
19,  by  the  town  of  Brighton,  June  13,1873;  Hen- 
rietta Goldsmith,  $3485,  widening  of  Gore  avenue. 
Severally  read  once. 

Report  on  petition  of  Cynthia  W.  Batehelder 
for  increased  award  for  land  taken  in  widening 
Shawmut  avenue,  recommending  the  passage  of 
an  order  to  pay  said  petitioner  $456.50.  Order 
read  once. 

Order  of  notice  to  the  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Company,  Bridget  Riley,  Christian  Rechel,  J. 
Lavery,  John  T.  Maoson,  Ezekiel  S.  Johnson,  W. 
Eliot  Woodward,  and  all  others  interested,  to 
"quit"  on  East  Lenox  stieet,  on  or  before  the  15tli 
of  May,  now  next  ensuing.    Passed. 

Whereas,  Tbe  cit\  of  Boston  entered  into  an 
agreement  with  Michael  Geragbty,  oa  the  fi rot 
day  of  October,  1870,  to  convey  to  said  Geragh- 
ty  a  certain  parcel  of  land  situated  on  Han- 
over street,  in  consideration  that  said  Geragh- 
ty  should  pay  to  the  city  the  sum  of  $6656, 
in  five  equal  annual  instalments,  with  inter- 
est on  the  poition  remaining  unpaid  at  the 
rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum;  and  whereas, 
the  said  Geiaghty  has  failed  to  comply  with  the 
terms  of  the  agreement,  having  paid  only  one- 
fifth  of  the  said  sum  of  $6656:  now,  therefore,  it  is 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  and  be  is  hereby 
authorized  to  cancel  the  said  agreement  on  the 
part  of  the  city  of  Boston;  and  the  Joint  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  Streets  are  hereby  directed  to 
take  possession  of  the  before-ccentioned  lot  of 
land  in  the  name  and  for  the  use  of  the  city  of 
Boston. 

Read  once. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses,  as  follows: 

Minors'  Applications  Granted— 17  bootblacks,  11 
newsboys. 

Auctioneers  Licensed— Z.  M.  Saunders,  414  Main 
street;  Richard  Robins,  28  Co  Jgress  street. 

License  to  Keep  Intelligence  Office  Transferred 
— From  J.  S.  Starrett,  28  Sudbury  street,  to 
George  W.  Babb. 

Amusement  License  Granted— Post  23,  G.  A.R., 
to  give  musical  enteitaiament  at  Lyceum  Hall, 
East  Boston,  April  23. 

Hack  License  Granted— Sanborn  &  Hardy,  Bel- 
mont Hotel. 

Billiard  Licenses  Granted — Samuel  C.  Davis,  11 
Bickford  street ;  Thomas  Coughlan,  corner  Lenox 
and  Tremont  streets;  Joseph  Gahn,  10  Bow  street, 
Charlestown ;  Lentz  &  Bigelow,  Green  street,  Ja- 
maica Plain. 

Billiard  License  Refused— George  H.  "Walcott, 
947  Fourth  stieet. 

Severally  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  license  heretotoie  granted  to 
Daniel  J.  Sullivan  to  deal  in  second-hand  articles 
at  216  East  Dover  street  be  revoked  for  cause. 

SALARY  OF  LICENSE  COMMISSIONERS. 

Alderman  Stebbins  submitted  the  following: 
In  accordance  with  the  order  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil, passed  on  the  16th  instant,  the  Committee  on 
Salaries  beg  leave  to  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  order,  establishing  the  salaries 
of  the  commissioners  to  be  appointed  under  the 
provisions  of  the  act  to  regulate  the  sale  of  intoxi- 
cating liquors.  The  duties  to  be  performed  by  the 
commissioners  are  both  difficult  and  delicate,  and 
it  is  in  the  highest  degiee  important  to  the  suc- 
cess of  :he  license  system  that  the  Mayor  should 
be  able  to  select  for  the  office  men  of  acknowl- 
edged ability  and  integrity.  To  do  this  it  is  nec- 
essary that  a  liberal  compensation  should  be  al- 
lowed for  the  service  whicn  is  demanded,  anu 
the  city  can  well  affo.d  it,  as  a  large  income  will 
be  derived  from  the  fees  for  licenses.  In  addition 
to  Ihe  duty  of  issuing  licenses  for  the  sale  of 
liquors,  the  commissioners  are  authorized  to  ex- 
ercise the  powers  heretofore  exercised  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  in  granting  licenses  to  inn- 
holdeis  and  common  victuallers. 

Oidered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the 
commissioners  appointed  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  99  of  the  acts  of  the  yeai  1875,  entitled 
"An  act  to  regulate  the  sale  ■  of  intoxicating 
liquors,"  the  sum  of  $3500  eacu  per  annum,  begin- 
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ning  on  the  date  of  tbeir  coiifirmation  by  the  City 
Council;  said  compensation  to  be  in  full  for  all 
the  services  performed  by  said  commissioners  un- 
der the  provisions  of  said  act,  and  to  be  charged 
to  the  receipts  from  fees  for  licenses. 
Order  read  once. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Alderman  O'Brien,  from  rhe  Joint  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  on  petitions  of  Patrick  H.  Leary, 
executor,  aod  of  Patrick  R.  Gruiney.  submitted 
reports  severally  recommending  the  passage  of 
tbe  following  orders: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  execute  an  instru- 
ment or  instruments,  to  be  approved  by 
the  City  Solicitor,  whereby  the  city  shall 
declare  that  it  will,  ?o  far  as  it  can  lawfully  do  so 
without  affecting  tbe  legal  or  equitable  rights  of 
third  parties  holding:  title  under  it,  suffer  and  al- 
low the  present  owner  of  the  estate  upon  the 
southwest  corner  of  Harrison  avenue  and  East 
Bsookline  street  to  disregard  so  much  of  ihe  fifth 
condition  imposed  upon  said  estate  in  the  original 
deed  given  by  the  city  in  1857,  as  will  permit 
the  owner  thereof  to  use  the  building  thereon 
erected  for  store  purposes,  and  also  to  maintain  the 
rear  portion  of  trie  end  buildirg  as  now  erected  at 
the  height  of  two  stories. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  tus  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  execute  an  instrument  to 
beappiovedby  the  City  Solicitor,  whereby  the 
city  Shall  declare  that  it  will  so  far  as  it  can  law- 
fully do  so  without  affectiDg  the  legal  or  equitable 
rights  of  third  parties  holding  title  under  it,  suffer 
and  allow  the  pre-  ent  owner  of  the  estate  upon 
the  northwest  corner  of  Harrison  avenue  aud 
Brookline  street,  to  disregard  so  much  of  the  fifth 
condition  imposed  upon  said  estate  in  the  original 
deed  driven  by  tee  city  November  1, 1855,  as  will 
permit  the  owner  thereof  to  maintain  tbe  rear 
portion  of  the  end  building  as  now  erected  at  the 
height  of  two  stories. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Severally  sent  down. 

INSPECTION  OF  LIGHTERS. 

Alderman  Bur  rage  submitted  the  following: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the  Harbor 
would  respectfully  represent  that  certain  changes 
are  needed  in  the  ordinance  in  relation  to  weigh- 
ing and  inspecting  boats  and  lighters,  ia  order  to 
prevent  irregularities  and  frauds  in  the  sale  of 
stones,  sand  and  gravel  for  ballast  and  other  pur- 
poses ;  and  they  recommend  the  passage  of  the  ac- 
companying amendment: 

An  Ordinance. 

To  amend  an  ordinance  in  relation  to  weighing 
and  inspection  boats  and  lighters. 

Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  The  ordinance  in  relation  to  weigh- 
ing and  inspecting  boats  and  lighters  is  hereby 
amended  by  striking  out  the  fifth  section  and  in- 
serting in  place  thereof  the  following: 

"Section  5.  Whenever  the  Assistant  Weighers 
and  Inspectors  shall  have  iuspected  and  weighed 
stones,  sand,  gravel  or  other  ballast,  they  shall 
forthwith  report  to  the  Weigher  and  Inspector  in 
Chief  the  name  of  the  vessel,  the  number  of  tons, 
and  a  description  of  the  contents,  whether  ot 
stones,  sand,  gravel  or  other  ballast;  and  there- 
upon the  Weigher  and  Inspector  in  Chief,  or,  in 
his  absence,  one  of  the  assistants  designated  by 
him,  shall  furnish  to  the  owner  or  vendor  of 
such  stones,  sand,  gravel  or  other  ballast, 
a  certificate  of  such  weighing  and  in- 
spection. Sueh  certificate  shall  not  in  any  case 
be  given  for  ballast  sold  out  below  the  high-water 
marks.  The  weigher  and  inspector-in-chief  shall 
keep  a  record  of  the  leports  of  the  assistants, 
which  record  shall  be  open  at.  all  seasonable 
hours  to  the  examination  of  persons  interested 
therein." 

Refened,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Butrage,  to 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Ordinances.    Sent  down. 

POLICE. 

Alderman  Burrage  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Police  recommending  the  confirma- 
tion of  the  nomination  of  Edward  A.  Lawrence  as 
a  police  officer  of  the  city  of  Boston. 

Report  accepted  and  nomination  confirmed. 

STABLES  AND  CELLAES. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  reports  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board,  on  petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables, 
as  follows : 


Reports  in  favor  of  granting  the  following  pe- 
titions: A.  S.  Ripley,  386  Longwood  avenue;  Pat- 
rick Cusick,  Boylston  avenue ;  Hiram  H.  Hollis, 
Brighton  avenue;  D.  W.  Beckler,  Beacon  Trotting 
Park;  B.  P.  Bean,  13  Clarence  street;  Michael 
O'Keefe,  Western  avenue,  near  Waverley  street, 
Ward  19. 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
the  following:  petitions  for  stables:  William  M. 
Henderson,  Emerson  street,  corner  of  L;  J.  Mc- 
Deimott,  Border  street,  corner  Auiora  alley, 
Ward  1. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  C.  B.  Peabody,  for  leave  to  construct 
cellar  below  grade  at  corner  of  Ashland  place 
and  Harmon  avenue. 

Severally  accepted. 

ARMORIES. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Armories: 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  order  passed 
March  27,1875,  as  authorized  the  pavment  of  the 
sum  of  $1000  per  annum  for  rent  of  armory  for 
Company  E,  Ninth  Regiment  of  Infantry,  M.  V. 
M.,  at  the  corner  of  Harvard  and  Washington 
streets,  beginning  April  1, 1875,  be  and  the  same 
is  hereby  rescinded. 

Read  l  wice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

Ordered,  That  until  otherwise  ordered ,  there  be 
allowed  and  paid  for  rent  ot  armorv  for  Company 
E,  Ninth  Regiment  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  No. 
122  Eliot  street,  the  sum  of  $550  per  annum,  be- 
ginning on  the  first  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1875,  and 
continuing  until  otherwise  ordered;  said  sum  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Armories. 

Read  twice  and  passed — yeas  12,  nays  0.  Sent 
down. 

CLAIMS. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  repoits  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims  as  follows: 

Leave  to  Withdraw.  Repoits  severally  recom- 
mending leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  of  Charles 
McGinnis,  to  be  paid  the  reward  offered  by  the 
city  for  the  detection  and  conviction  of  tbe  ab- 
ductor of  Katie  Curran  ;  Joseph  S.  Evans,  to  be 
compensated  for  personal  injuries  caused  by  the 
fall  of  snow  and  ice  from  roof  of  building  on  Pur- 
chase street.    Severally  accepted  ana  sent  down. 

Claim  Settled.  Report  that  Ellen  Charlton  has 
accepted  $150  in  settlement  of  her  claim  for  com- 
pensation for  personal  injuries  caused  by  defect 
in  Rue  gles  street.    Accepted  aod  sent  down. 

Copying  Charlestown\Ancient  Records.  Report 
on  petition  of  Frederick  Monroe  to  be  paid  for 
copying  certain  ancient  records  of  Charlestown. 
By  an  order  of  the  City  Council  of  Charlestown, 
passed  5ih  day  of  October,  1868,  the  Committee 
on  City  Property  was  authorized  to  provide  for 
the  copying  and  binding  of  the  first  two  vol- 
umes of  the  early  records  of  Charlestown, 
provrded  the  expense  should  not  exceed 
the  sum  of  $500.  Although  it  appeared  upon 
inquiry  that  the  work  could  be  done  for  the 
amount  named,  the  committee  authorized  Mr.  A. 
B.  Shedd  to  go  on  with  it  for  the  time  being  v-  ith- 
out  any  written  contract  and  without  any  definite 
understanding  as  to  the  price  to  be  paid.  Mr. 
Shedd  engaged  the  petitioner  to  do  the  copying, 
and  subsequently  gave  up  his  interest  in  the 
work,  leaving  Mr.  Monroe  to  deal  directly  with 
the  city  in  carrying  it  on.  The  claim  now  pre- 
sented covers  the  work  of  copying  the  first  vol- 
ume, and  the  petitioner  estimates  the  value 
of  his  services  at  $1000.  It  does  not  ap- 
pear that  he  has  any  legal  claim  against 
the  city,  and  the  only  question  is  whether  it 
would  be  desirable  for  the  city  to  purchase 
the  wo.-k.  The  committee  having  conferred  with 
a  number  of  persons  qualified  to  judge  as  to  rts 
value  to  the  crty,  and  also  as  to  the  value  of  the 
services  performed  by  the  petitioner,  are  of  opin- 
ion that  it  would  be '  expedient  to  purchase~tbe 
work  already  performed,  provided  it  can  be  ob- 
tained for  the  sum  of  $500,  and  they  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Clerk  be  authorized  to 
purchase  for  tbe  use  of  the  city  the  copy  of  the 
first  volume  of  Charlestown  records  made  by 
Frederick  Monroe ;  the  expense,  not  exceeding  the 
sum  of  $500,  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Incidentals. 

Alderman  Worthington  moved  that  the  order 
take  its  second  reading. 

Alderman  Stebbins— Of  what  real  value  is  this 
oil  volume  to  be?  We  have  bad  about  enough  of 
paying  up  bills  of  cities  and  towns  that  were  an- 
nexed.   This  one  seems  to  be  a  donation. 
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r  Alderman  Wor thin  gton— This  is  a  copy  of  the 
old  records  of  Charlestown.  The  hook  is  old  and 
defaced;  portions  of  ic  are  broken  off;  the  paper 
ig  tender  and  not  sufficiently  stiong  to  peimit  it 
to  he  handled  if  any  one  wishes  to  search  the 
ancient  records.  The  Citv  Government  of 
Charlestown  deemed  them  of  so  much  impor- 
tance that  they  engaged  Mr.  Sbedd  to  put  them  in 
good  condition.  As  the  report  states,  Mr.  Shedd 
gave  it  up,  and  then  Mr.  Monroe  had  to  deal 
directly  with  the  Government,  which  had  offered 
$500,  and  Mr.  Shedd  saw  that  that  would  n't 
more  than  half  pay  for  the  work,  but  he  allowed 
Mr.  Monroe  to  go  on.  Mr.  Monroe  now  comes 
before  the  City  Government  and  says  he  has  done 
$1000  worth  of  work,  and  I  know  be  has.  He  has 
made  two  copies  ana  prepared  them  with  a  great 
deal  of  care.  They  have  been  submitted  to  par- 
ties who  have  examined  into  the  ancient  records 
and  learned  to  read  them,  the  same  as  Mr.  Monroe 
was  obliged  to  do  before  he  copied  them.  He 
made  the  first  copy  and  submitted  that  to  parties, 
Mr.  Frotbingham  and  other.-,  for  cortections,  and 
then  made  anothei  handsome,  perfect  copy.  In  the 
opinion  of  the  committee  it  is  expedient  that  the 
city  of  Boston  should  purchase  it,  but  the  ancitnt 
record  can  be  kept  and  any  one  can  be  permitted 
to  examine  it.  The  committee  think  it  wise  to 
purchase  this  copy  for  $500. 

Alderman  Burrage— I  happen  to  know  some- 
thing of  these  old  records,  and  I  think  they  are 
almost  as  important  as  any  records  in  existence. 
Is  is  certainly  important  that  they  should  be  pre- 
served. I  know  that  the  paper  is  very  tender  and 
the  writing  almost  illegible  in  many  places,  and 
unless  they  are  preserved  in  some  other  way,  they 
will  not  be  likely  to  last  a  great  many  years. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed.  Sent 
down. 

CHARGE  OF  BOAT  ON  PUBLIC  GARDEN. 

Alderman  .Power  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Committte  oa  Common,  recommending 
leave  to  withdraw  ou  petition  of  T.  A.  Splaine,  to 
have  charge  of  the  boats  on  the  Public  (i  arden 
Pond.    Accepoed' and  sent  down. 

BETTERMENTS  APPORTIONED. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbms,  the  vote  of 
last  meeting  by  which  the  order  was  passed  ap- 
portioning the  betterments  assessed  upon  certain 
estates  on  the  Northampton-street  district,  was 
reconsidered.  The  order  was  then  amended,  on 
motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  by  adding  to  the 
list  an  estate  of  John  Corcoran  and  three  estates 
of  Ezekiel  S.  Johnsoo,  and  as  ameudsdtbe  order 
was  passed.    Sent  down. 

STEAM  ENGINE. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines  recommending  the 
granting  of  permit  to  J.  E.  PerkiDS  to  locate  and 
use  a  steam  engine  on  Cambridge  street,  near  the 
line  of  Somerville.    Accepted. 

SALARIES  OF    CONSTABLES    IN    DISTRICT    COURTS, 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  Board 
took  from  the  table  the  motion  of  Alderman  Pow- 
ei,  co  reconsider  the  order  to  allow  the  two  offi- 
cers in  attendance  on  the  South  Boston  Municipal 
Court  $1500  each  per  annum,  from  April  1.  and  the 
officer  at  the  Brighton  Court  $1200  from  the  same 
date. 

The  question  was  upon  reconsideration. 

Alderman  Power  alluded  to  the  discussion  on 
the  subject  las  t  year,  and  asked  Alderman  Steb- 
bins to  give  his  reasons  for  an  apparent  change 
of  vie  vs,  as  he  had  then  opposed  even  $1200  for 
these  officers. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  it  was  then  uncertain 
what  amount  of  business  would  be  done  by  the 
district  courts,  and  the  salary  was  placed  at  a  rea- 
sonable figure  to  await  the  result  of  Che  experi- 
ment. It  appears  that  a  very  large  business  is 
done  at  the  South  Boston  court,  much  larger  than 
in  Roxbnry,  where  the  salaties  have  been  $1500 
for  threw  or  four  jears.  The  committee  thought 
that  $1200  was  a  reasonable  compensation  for  the 
one  Brighton  officer,  as  he  carried  the  prisoners  to 
the  prison  in  his  own  private  conveyance,  in  addi- 
tion to  bis  regular  duties. 

Alderman  Power  said  the  Board  had  no  voice  in 
determining  the^number  of  men  employed  at  the 
courts,  and  tht>  judges  could  appoint  as  rnanv  as 
tbey  pleased,  the  Board  only  having  control  of  the 
salaries.  It  was  shown  last  year  that  the  work  in 
South  Boston  was  double  what  it  was  in  East  Bos- 
ton; and  he  contended  that  there  is  no  pretext 
for  raising  tbe  salary  now,  even  after  the  large 


increase  of  business.  A  patrolman  on  the  police 
force  gets  about  $1000  a  year,  and  there  i*  no 
comparison  between  the  duties  of  a  policeman 
and  a  constable.  A  coliceman  has  to  work  night 
and  day  aod  on  Sundays,  and  harder  on  holidays 
than  ou  any  oth^r  day;  besides  this,  the  patrol- 
man requires  a  higberorder  of  intellect  than  a  con- 
stable. There  i<  no  leason  why  a  constable's  sal- 
ary should  be  higher  than  a  patrolman's.  When- 
ever this  question  is  before  the  Board,  those 
constables  may  be  found  in  the  Aldermen's  room, 
ana  they  are  here  now,  waiting  for  the  solution 
of  the  question,  and  perhaps  trying,  by  their 
presence,  to  influence  the  action  upon  it.  Alder- 
man Power  read  from  page  409  of  the  Minutes  of 
1874,  from  the  remarks  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  to 
show  that  the  constables'  work  in  South  Boston 
was  greater  than  in  East  Boston,  that  the  salaries 
of  $95  per  month  for  the  South  8oston  and  $80 
for  those  in  East  Boston,  were  high  enough,  in 
consideration  of  the  fact  that  tbey  have  so  little 
to  do  in  the  afternoon,  and  nothing  ou  Sundays, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  privilege  of  being  home  at 
night  with  their  families. 

Alderman  Harris  inquired  if  that  discussion  was 
not  in  relation  to  the  East  Boston  officers,  and 
Alderman  Power  said  it  was  mainly  od  the  report 
of  the  committee  fixing  the  salary  of  the  South 
Boston  officers  at  $1200,  which  it  is  now  proposed 
to  raise  to  $1508.  Tbe  matter  should  be  jef erred 
back  co  the  Commi.tee  on  Councy  Accounts;  for, 
while  some  courts  do  twice  the  business  of  others, 
there  is  no  material  diffeieuce  in  t^e  salaries.  The 
salaries  are  high  enough  now.  Last  year,  when 
the  judge  in  Charie-town  nominated  three  officers 
for  his  court,  che  Alderman,  having  some  knowl- 
edge of  the  business,  moved  to  make  the  salary$800, 
and  at  the  very  next  meeting  one  name  was  with- 
drawn, thereby  acknowledging  that  two  men  were 
sufficient.  That  thing  would  n't  stand  investigation, 
and  this  will  not  either.  These  officers  should  be 
paid  a  salaiy  proportionace  to  the  duty  taey  per- 
form. If  this  passes  the  Board,  petitions  for  an 
increase  of  salary  will  come  from  every  court;  one 
has  already  coma  fiom  East  Boston.  He  hoped 
that  the  oider  would  be  recommitted,  and  that 
the  committee  would  thoroughly  examine  into  the 
subject. 

Alderman  Harris  said  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts  had  thoroughly  examined  the  subject 
and  from  the  facts  elicited  th^y  felt  thsit  the  offi- 
cers were  entitled  to  the  salaries  reported.  They 
had  befoie  them  a  comparative  statement  of  the 
work  peiformed  by  the  constables  at  the  different 
courts,  which  showed  that  the  per  cent,  was 
largely  in  favor  of  South  Boston.  Besides  this  it 
appeared  that  wnile  the  officer  in  the  city  proper 
attended  only  to  the  criminal  business,  those  in 
the  district  courts  attended  to  both  civil  and  crim 
inal  business.  The  judge  confirmed  what  had 
been  said,  and  though  th9  committee  felt  that 
they  were  not  warranted  in  increasing  the  salaries 
faster  than  they  ought  to  be,  they  did  feel  war- 
ranted in  reporting  this  order. 

Alderman  "Worthington  asked  Alderman  Harris 
to  read  the  paper,  as  it  would  be  interesting  to 
learn  the  facts. 

The  Chairman  ruled  that  it  was  not  in  order  to 
read  the  paper. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  he  desiied  to  make 
some  remarks,  and  would  read  the  paper  as  a  part 
of  them. 

"Comparative  statemeut  of  cash  received  from 
fines,  costs  aDd  fees  in  the  Municipal  Court  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  and  in  the  Municipal  Court  for 
the  South  Boston  District  for  and  during  the  half 
year  ending  December  31, 1874: 

Court.        Criminal  Session.    Civil  Session.    Total. 

Boston $24,792.39  $3,682.70       $28,475.09 

So.  Boston....  7,868.45  190.50  8,058.03 

Highland 5,948.16  549.67  6,497.83 

Charlestown..  4,955.05 

Constables'  salaries  and  the  respective  propor- 
tion thereof  to  the  amount  of  the  fines,  costs  and 
fees  for  said  half  year : 

Am't  of        Constables' 

Court.  Fines,  etc.       Salaries.       Per  Centage. 

Boston $28,475.09  $7,800.00  .27 

So.  Boston....         8,058.03  1,140.00  .14 

Highland 6,497.83  1,500.00  .23 

Charlestown..         4,955.05  1,200.00  .24 

Brighton 2,385.72  600.00  .25 

WestRoxbury         1,559.42  1,010.00  .69 

Dorchester....         1,245.78  510.00  .41 

East  Boston. .         4,377.32  1,020.00  .23 

Note— The  salaries  of  the  constables  of  the  South 
Boston  Municipal  Court,  if  payable  at  the  same  rate  as 
those  of  the  Boston  Court,  would  be  $2175:  of  the  High- 
land, $1853,  and  of  the  Charlestown,  $1933. ' 
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Alderman  Worthington  called  special  attention 
to  the  fact  that  in  West  Roxbury  the  salaries 
of  the  constables  were  sixty-nine  per  cent,  of  the 
amount  received  from  fines,  and  the  clerks'  and 
judges' salaries  were  extra.  He  agreed  with  Al- 
derman Power  that  there  should  be  some  regula- 
tion of  these  courts  arid  that  they  should  be  over- 
hauled, if  it  were  possible.  South  Bostoo  consta- 
bles receive  but  fourteen  per  cent,  and  have  more 
to  do  than  any  others.  He  alluded  to  the  bad 
character  of  certain  streets  in  that  section,  the 
daugei  even  to  men  of  going  through  them  at 
night,  and  thought  the  constables  were  justly 
entitled  to  $1500. 

Alderman  Power  did  not  wish  any  stronger 
argument  tor  recommittal  than  the  paper  just 
read,  if  people  are  to  be  paid  in  proportion  to  the 
labor  performed,  which  they  should  be.  Because 
a  man  is  a  constable  in  Dorchester  is  no  reason  he 
should  receive  the  same  salary  as  the  one  in  South 
Boston  vt  ho  does  double  the  work. 

In  reply  to  a  question  by  Alderman  Burrage, 
Alderman  Harris  stated  that  tlie  constables  en- 
gage in  no  other  business. 

Alderman  O'Brien  thought  it  would  not  be 
proper  policy  to  repudiate  the  committee's  re- 
port after  accepting  that  on  the  salaries  of  high 
city  officers  a  shoit  time  ago.  There  is  a  great 
difference  between  constables  and  policemen ;  the 
former  must  give  bonds,  they  are  responsible  for 
the  money  they  collect,  while  he  did  n't  see  any- 
thing particularly  hard  in  the  work  ot  policemen 
while  walking  about  the  streets. 

Alderman  Power  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Claik  said  this  was  his  fourth  year  oo. 
the  Police  Committee ;  he  had  always  voted  against 
every  order  to  increase  the  pay  of  members  of 
that  department,  and  could  not  consistently  vote 
$1500  to  constables  to  do  one-half  the  duty  they 
ask  of  policemen  for  less  than  $1100.  Policemen 
have  other  duties  than  walking  about  the  streets: 
it  is  they  who  keep  the  peace  in  South  Boston  and 
protect  pioperty,  not  the  constables.  Why  make 
this  distinction  ?  For  every  constable's  position 
there  are  a  thousand  applications.  There  is  n't  a 
police  captain  who  would  n't  be  willing  to  give  up 
his  place  for  such  an  easy  position  with  a  salary 
of  $1500.  There  is  no  justice  in  advancing  the 
pay  of  constables  and  refusing  to  increase 
that  of  policemen.  Even  at  the  presenc 
pay,  every  one  knows  what  a  pressure  there  is  to 
get  on  the  police  force.  Three-fourths  of  the  men 
in  the  Police  Department  are  competent  to  fill  the 
position  of  constable.  If  it  is  not  necessary  to 
maintain  these  district  courts,  as  the  statistics 
would  seem  to  indicate,  there  should  be  a  petition 
to  the  Legislature  to  abolish  them.  It  costs  $5000 
or  $6000  to  run  the  court  at  Jamaica  Plain,  where 
they  did  n't  average  three  cases  a  week. 

Alderman  Bigelo  w — They  are  a  very  law-abiding 
people  in  Ward  17. 

Alderman  Clark — Very  true.  It  is  the  police- 
men who  have  the  lesponsibility  of  protecting 
property,  and  not  the  constable,  and  there  is  no 
justice  in  paying  the  constables  higher  salaries. 

Alderman  Quincy  said  the  question  was  not  dis- 
cussed on  its  merits.  The  jequiremeuts  of  a  con- 
stable are  different  from  those  of  a  policeman, 
and  he  did  not  see  why  the  two  should  be  brought 
together.  He  had  not  voted  against  raising  or  de- 
creasing the  pay  of  patrolmen.  The  question  was 
simply  whether  a  certain  kind  of  work  was  worth 
a  fixed  sum.  He  agreed  with  the  committee  and 
had  beard  nothing  to  change  his  mind. 

Alderman  Worthington  had  been  astonished  at 
the  statistics,  and  thought  the  constables'  salaries 
should  be  overhauled.  He  should  vote  for  a  re- 
consideration and  then  favor  recommittal,  so  that 
committee  might  report  back  some  plan  for  a  re- 
organization of  those  courts.  There  is  no  need  of 
a  court  in  West  Roxbury;  the  constable  there 
does  other  business;  he  hapuened  to  know  one 
gentleman  who  left  a  higher  salary  in  the  Custom 
House  to  take  a  situation  out  there,  because  he 
knew  he  could  make  more. 

Alderman  Clark  was  glad  to  hear  the  conclusion 
of  the  last  speaker;  he  doubted  not  that  the  du- 
ties of  constables  could  be  performed  at  some  of 
the  courts  by  policemen,  though  the  salaries  in 
the  city  proper  are  established  by  statute  law.  He 
knew  that  Captains  Adams,  and  Vinal  and  Fold 
were  far  superior  in  talent  to  any  of  the  consta- 
bles, and  yet  they  received  less  than  $1500. 


Alderman  Harris  asked  if  they  would  accept  the 
positions. 

Alderman  Clark  bad  no  doubt  they  would  be 
glad  to  take  the  position  and  work  half  time.  No 
doubt  the  constables  are  competent,  but  no  more 
so  thau  the  police. 

Aldermau  Clark  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Burrage  said  the  question  in  his  mind 
was  whether  competent  men  could  be  secured  to 
fill  the  position  for  less  than  $1500,  and  he  thought 
it  requu'ed  further  consideration. 

Alderman  Power  spoke  of  the  mental  and  physi- 
cal requirements  of  a  policeman ;  if  the  latter  has 
even  a  varicose  vein  he  is  rejected.  This  question 
came  up  last  year  on  the  pay  of  the  Charlestown 
constables,  where  three  prominent  men  were  ap- 
plicants, and  the  judge  had  the  courage  to  re- 
fuse to  appoint  only  two,  but  he  very  quickly 
withdrew  one  of  them.  The  constables'  duties  in 
South  Boston  were  not  arduous  enough  to  pre- 
vent them  from  being  there  since  two  o'clock,  and 
waiting  till  it  is  settled. 

Alderman  O'Brien  thought  it  was  not  consistent 
to  criticise  these  three  constables  after  passing 
the  salary  bill  without  discussion.  A  policeman 
needs  to  be  physically  well,  so  does  a  soldier;  but 
a  man  with  one  leg  may  have  brains  enough  to  be 
a  constable,  while  a  well-formed  policeman  may 
not. 

Alderman  Stebbins  alluded  to  the  peculiar 
qualifications  requited  for  the  position;  to  the 
fact  that  Mr.  Rogers,  who  had  charge  of  the  city 
prison,  was  selected  for  that  reason,  and  he  ex- 
pected that  his  pay  would  be  the  same  as  before. 
The  constables  are  oblige  1  to  do  a  large  work  in 
the  civil  business  of  the  court.  The  courts  ought 
not  to  have  been  established,  and  some  of  them 
could  be  consolidated. 

The  discussion  was  continued  at  some  length, 
the  point  turning  on  the  relative  qualifications  of 
constables  and  policemen.  In  reply  to  a  question 
by  Alderman  Harris,  Alderman  Clark  said  the 
Committee  on  Police  had  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  three  dollars  a  day  was  as  little  as  an  able- 
bodied  peliceman  should  receive,  and  they  could 
get  all  the  men  they  wanted  at  that  price. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  carried — yeas  7, 
nays  5 : 

"Yeas — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Burrage,  Ciark,  Pow- 
er, Prescott,  Viles,  Worthington — 7. 

Nay?—  Aldermen  Harris,  O'Brien,  Pope,  Quincy, 
Stebbins— 5. 

Alderman  Clark  moved  that  the  order  be  recom- 
mitted. 

Alderman  Quincy  asked  for  some  instructions. 

Alderman  Clark  moved  to  recommit  the  order 
to  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts,  with  in- 
structions to  consider  the  question  of  salaries  of 
all  constables  of  the  municipal  courts,  and  fix 
them  upon  the  basis  of  the  amount  of  labor  per- 
tormed,  and  also  to  ascertain  and  report  whether 
some  of  the  district  courts  cannot  be  abolished. 

The  motion  to  recommit  with  instructions  was, 
after  a  brief  discussion,  lost — yeas  6,  nays  6: 

Yeas — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Burrage,  Clark,  Pow- 
er, Viles,  Worthington— 6. 

Nays— Aldermen  Harris,  O'Brien,  Pope,  Pres- 
cott, Quincy,  Stebbins — 6. 

The  order  was  then  recommitted  without  in- 
structions. 

THE   NEW  CHARTER. 

The  new  draft  of  the  city  charter  came  up  in  the 
regular  order  as  unfinished  business,  and  on  mo- 
tion of  Alderman  Worthington  it  was  laid  on  the 
table  temporarily. 

Later  in  the  evening  it  was  taken  trom  the  ta- 
ble on  motion  of  Air  erman  Quincy,  wh»  moved  to- 
specially  assign  for  five  o'clock  on  the  next  meet- 
ing. 

Alderman  Worthington  suggested  tomorrow 
evening  at  seven  o'clock,  so  that  it  could  go  to  the 
other  branch  at  once,  as  he  believed  seven  mem- 
bers intended  to  vote  for  it,  whether  good  or  evil. 

The  motion  to  specially  assign  prevailed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Bigelow,  the  report  rec- 
ommending leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of 
Thomas  G.  Lewis  et  al.  to  be  heard  on  the  subject 
of  revision  of  betterment  assessments  for  laying 
out  Bigelow  street  in  Ward  19,  was  taken  from  the 
table  and  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 


APRIL    22,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M., 
Halsey  J.  Boardman,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS     FROM     THE     BOARD     OF   ALDERMEN    FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Quarterly  report  ot  Paymaster  of  State  Aid. 
Placed  on  tile. 

Request  of  the  School  Committee  for  additional 
accommodations  in  Bunker  Hill  School  District; 
petitions  of  Charles  E.  and  F.  P.  Moseley;  report 
and  ordinance  to  amend  ordinance  in  relation  to 
inspections  of  lighters.    Severally  referred. 

Reports  of  Committee  on  Claims  (leave  to  with- 
draw) on  petitions,  viz. :  1.  Joseph  S.  Evans,  to  be 
paid  for  injuries  f  roui  a  fall  of  ice  from  building 
250  Purchase  street ;  2.  Charles  McC-innis,  for  re- 
ward for  detection  of  abductor  of  Katie  Curran. 
Severally  accepted. 

Report  of  Joint  Committee  on  Common  recom- 
mending leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  ot  T.  A. 
Splain?,  to  have  charge  of  the  boats  on  the  Public 
Garden. 

Mr.  Cawley  of  Ward  2 — I  understand  that  that 
matter  has  never  been  befoie  the  Committee  on 
Common,  and  I  want  to  know  from  some  member 
if  my  information  is  correct. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Wiird  5 — I  think  the  gentleman  is 
misinformed  when  he  says  it  did  not  come  before 
the  committee,  because  it  did  ;  but  it  was  stated 
by  the  chairman  that  he  had  already  given  the 
cnarge  of  the  boats  to  the  party  who  had  hereto- 
fore had  that  privilege,  and  that  statement  hav- 
ing been  made,  the  committee  felt  bound,  under 
the  circumstances,  to  sustain  their  chairman.  I 
do  not  think  that  the  committee  were  fully  satis- 
fied with  the  disposition  of  the  matter.  If  the 
party  had  a*ked  for  a  bearing,  or  if  a  hearing  had 
been  suggested,  I  think  possibly  one  might  have 
been  had  ;  but  under  the  circumstances,  the  com- 
mittee, never  before  having  had  anything  to  do 
with  the  matter  as  a  committee,  felt  delicately 
about  doing  anything.  The  chairman  having 
previously  superintended  the  whole  matter,  and 
having  done  it  at  this  time,  there  was  nothing  for 
the  committee  to  do,  and  a  motion  was  made  to 
give  the  party  leave  to  withdraw.  As  an  individ- 
ual, and  as  one  member  of  the  committee,  I  don't 
feel  that  it  was  exactly  right  not  to  give  the 
applicant  a  bearing,  and  i  should  be  willingv  as 
one,  to  have  the  tratter  heard. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16 — As  the  chairman  oi  the 
co  nmittee  has  assumed  duties  which  do  not  De- 
long  to  him— which  is  the  case  as  appears  from 
the  statement  of  the  gentleman  iiom  Ward  5-1 
move  that  the  report  be  recommitted. 

Mr.  Sbaw  of  Ward  5 — I  certainly,  by  no  word  of 
mine,  wouli  cast  a  reflection  upon  the  chair- 
man, or  intimate  that  he  would  assume  any  pre- 
rogative i hat  did  n't  belong  to  him.  It  has  here- 
tofore been  the  custom  of  the  chairman  to  do  that 
thing.  Whether  it  is  proper  or  right,  is  an- 
other question,  without  a  vote  of  the  committee; 
but  the  chairman  having  done  it,  we  did  n't  feel 
like  saying  anything  about  it.  I  did  n't  charge  that 
the  chairman  would  assume  to  do  anything  which 
he  should  not  have  done,  according  to  what  is  the 
usual  custom.  I  have  been  informed  since  the  de- 
cision that  a  party  is  willing  to  pay  for  the  privi- 
lege, and  that  the  party  having  it  now  does  not 
pay  for  it. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16 -Whether  or  not  the 
gentl'eman  meant  to  say  that  the  chairman  as- 
sumed duties  which  did  not  belong  to  him,  it 
seems  to  me  the  chairman  has  undertaken  to  de- 
cide a  question  without  having  it  submitted  to 
ths  committee,  and  I  think  that  is  rather  an  as- 
sumption.   I  reuew  the  motion  to  recommit. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6—1  hope  the  motion  of 
the  grntleman  from  Ward  16  will  not  prevail. 
If,  as  Stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5,  it 
has  been  the  custom,  heretofore,  for  the  chair- 
man to  gTant  thi-s  privilege,  and  if  the  committee, 
befoie  whom  this  matter  came,  did  not  raise  ob- 
je  'tions  to  the  course  taken  by  the  chairman,  and 
if  the  report  of  leave  to  withdraw  is  unanimous, 
I  hope  the  Council  will  accept  the  report. 
If  the  committee,  as  a  committee,  desire 
to  investigate  it  and  bring  the  matter 
up,  let   them  do  so.    I   hope  we  snail  not  east  any 


reflection  upon  the  chairman  for  cany ing  out  a 
custom  of  the  past. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16— There  is  no  member  of 
this  City  Government  for  whom  I  have  a  higher 
respect  or  affection  than  the  gentlemanly  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Common.  It  is  a  cus- 
tom more  honored  in  the  breach  than  in  the  ob- 
servance for  the  chairman  of  a  committee  to  do 
what  it  appears  has  been  done  in  this  Gov- 
ernment ;  and  we  have  already  heard  one  member 
of  the  committee  say  that  he  does  not  feel  satis- 
fied with  the  action  taken  in  this  matter.  It  is 
doubtless  rather  a  delicate  matter  for  a  commit- 
tee, some  of  whom  are  new  members  of  the  City 
Government,  to  object  to  what  has  been  done 
by  a  member  who  has  been  in  the  Govern- 
ment as  long  ss  the  chairman  of  thf  Committer 
on  Common  has;  and  doubtless  this  foeling  of 
delicacy  must  have  prevented  some  members  of 
that  committee  from  expressing  their  opinion. 
But.  sir,  it  is  not  for  the  trifling  matter  here;  I 
don't  care  anything  about  tne  details  of  it,  and  I 
dare  say  it  is  all  right,  but  it  is  a  custom  that 
should  be  abolished,  aiid  I  hope  the  Council  will 
maintain  that  position,  and  that  this  matter  will 
be  recommitted. 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6— Being  a  member  of  the 
committee  in  question,  but  so  unfortunate  as  not 
to  be  present  when  the  matter  was  considered,  I 
trust  the  motion  to  recommit  will  prevail.  Frcm 
what  little  I  have  heard  in  this  matter  during  the 
past  week,  there  has  heretofore  been  no  pressure 
from  anyone  to  take  charge  of  these  boats;  but 
now  they  afford  quite  a  little  revenue,  and  there 
is  an  individual,  1  have  understood,  who  is  willing 
to  pay  something  to  the  city  for  the  privilege,  and 
yet  charge  no  more  to  pleasure  parties  for  the  ser. 
vice  performed  than  is  charged  now.  If  the  mat- 
ter is  in  that  position,  it  is  certain'y  fair  that  any 
person  making  the  offer  should  be  heard,  and 
the  city  should  have  an  opportunity  to 
a/vail  itself  of  any  revenue,  however  slight,  that 
may  be  derived  from  this  source.  As  it  was  not, 
and  can  hardly  be  called  a  unanimous  report 
of  the  committee,  I  trust  that  it  will  be  recom- 
mitted, and  that  the  matter  may  be  a  little  better 
understood,  discussed  and  then  presented  here  as 
it  should  be. . 

The  raport  was  recommitted  to  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Common  and  Squares.    Sent  up. 

Report  that  Ellen  Charlton  has  accepted  $150, 
in  full  settlement  of  her  claim  agaisst  the  city. 
Accepted. 

Reports  and  orders  for  permits  to  build,  to  be 
issued,  viz. :  1.  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company, 
on  Pynchon  street;  2  Massachusetts  Infant  Asy- 
lum, Curtis  street.    Orders  read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Northampton-street 
District  to  settle  grade  damages  in  certain  cases. 
Read  twice,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13,  and  passed. 

Order  for  Committee  On  Ordinances  to  consider 
expediency  of  amending  ordinance  on  sewers,  so 
that  assessments  shall  be  proportioned  to  area  of 
land  benefited,  and  not  the  value.  Read  twice  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  called  attention  to  the  fact 
that  it  was  a  most  extraordinary  proposition. 

Report  and  order  to  allow  the  owner  of  the 
buildiag  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Harrison 
avenue* and  Broobline  street  to  maintain  the  rear 
portion  of  the  main  buildirg  as  now  erected,  at 
the  height  of  two  stories.  Order  read  twice  and 
passed. 

Report  and  order  to  allow  the  owner  of  the 
building  on  the  southwest  corner  of  Harrison  ave- 
nue and  East  Brookline  street  to  use  the  said 
building  for  store  purposes,  and  to  maintain  the 
rear  portion  of  the  end  building  as  now  erected, 
at  the  height  of  t'vo  stories.  Order  read  twice 
and  passed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Public.  Buildings  to 
erect  city  stables  for  Paving  Department  on 
Childs  street,  Ward  17,  at  a  cost  of  $ 5000.  Ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

Certificate  of  the  election  of  S.  A.  Denio,  in 
place  of  Benjamin  Dean,  as  a  Director  for  Public 
Institutions.  The  Council  proceeded  to  an  elec- 
tion, and  Messrs  Devereux  of  Ward  22,  Loring  of 
Ward  16,  and  Kelly  of  Ward  21  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  receive  sort  and  count  votes.  They 
reported — 

Whole  number  of  votes 66 

Necessary  to  a  choice 34 

Benjamin  Dean 37 

Sylvanus  A.  Denio 29 

And  Mr.  Dean  was  declared  elected  in  non  concur- 
rence.   Cerrificai  e  se  at  up. 
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Ordeis  to  allow  and  pay  $550  £or  rent  of  armory 
of  Company  E, Ninth  Regiment,  at  122  Ehoc  street ; 
and  to  rescind  so  much  of  order  of  March  27  last 
as  authorized  the  payment  of  $1000  per  annum, 
for  rent  of  armory  for  said  company,  at  coiner 
Harvaid  a^d  Washington  streets.  Severally  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

Resolve  that  it  is  expedient  for  the  Mayor  to  ap- 
ply to  the  pr°sent  Legislature  for  authority  to  ap- 
point by  the  Mayor  and  °ity  Councl  fifteen  per- 
sons to  constitute  a  Board  of  Education  in  this 
city;  and  order  for  Committee  on  Legislative 
Matters  to  ask  for  such  an  act  as  is  above  describ- 
ed. Specially  assigned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fitz- 
gerald of  Ward  7, 10  8  P.  M.  on  Thursday  next. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  the  purchase  of  the 
cony  of  the  first  volume  of  Charlesiowu  Records, 
at  not-  exceeding  $500.  Order  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

PAY     OF    LABORERS     IN     THE    HEALTH     DEPART- 
MENT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3,  the  spe- 
cial assignment  for  8  P.  M.  was  taken  from  the 
table,  viz. :  Majority  report  (inexpedient  to  take 
action)  on  the  subject  of  equalizing  the  pay  of  the 
laborers  in  the  euoplo*  of  the  seveial  departments, 
and  minority  report  ou  same  subject,  to  which  is 
appended  the  following— [City  Doc.  No.  40] : 

Oi  dered,  That  the  Committee  on  Health  be  di- 
rected to  pay  the  laborers  in  that  department  at 
the  rate  of  $52  per  month,  and  allow  additional 
pay  for  Sundays,  when  they  are  employed  or  called 
to  service ;  also  to  pay  the  teamsters  in  that  de- 
partment at  the  rate  of  $56  per  month,  and  allow 
additional  pay  for  Sundays,  except  in  the  care  of 
their  horses 

Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3—1  move  that  the  mi- 
nority report  be  substituted  for  that  of  the  major- 
ity, and  I  suppose  it  will  be  no  more  than  right 
for  me  to  give  some  reason  foi  making  the  motion. 
It  seems  strange  to  me  that  when  a  committee  is 
appointed  they  ought  to  come  to  some  satisfac- 
tory conclusion,  which  I  thought  che  gentlemen 
on  thao  committee  were  appointed  to  do. 
I  find  by  the  report  of  the"  Superintendent 
of  Streets  before  the  committee  that  he  had  1100 
men  employed,  and  that  since  the  order  of  Octo- 
ber, 1871,  he  has  paid  them  $2  a  day.'  The  Super- 
intendent of  Common  and  Public  Grounds  has  al- 
ways complied  with  that  request  of  the  Council 
and  paid  the  employes  in  that  depaitment  $2  a 
day;  and  in  the  Water  Department  the  laborers 
who  work  ten  hours  a  dav  are  paid  in  the  same 
proportion.  All  the  heads  of  departments  have 
complied  with  the  order,  except  one,  and  that  is 
the  Health  Department.  I  find  that  in  Novem- 
ber, 1871,  an  order  was  nassed  by  the  Committee 
on  Healtn  that  the  pay  of  the  helpers  in  that  de- 
partment be  at  the  rate  of  $52  per  month,  and  that 
additional  pay  be  allowed  for  Sunoay,  or  the  sev- 
enth day  of  the  week,  when  employed  or  called  to 
service.  The  Superintendent  of  the  Health  De- 
partment appeared  before  the  committee  and  said 
he  pays  his  men  $52  per  month,  at  the  rat«  of  $2 
per  day  for  twenty-six  working  days;  1 4 at  when 
the  men  are  employed  they  are  told  th*y  are  to  re- 
ceive no  extra  pay  for  work  on  Sunday.  I  asked 
him  if  he  wouldn't  state  before  the  committee 
his  authority  for  such  action,  and  he  showed  me 
the  ordsr  I  referred  to  on  his  records,  for  he  was 
secretary  of  the  committee.  I  applied  to  the  pay- 
master, and  od  the  last  page  of  this  pamphlet  I 
find  that  tne  laborers  in  the  Health  Department, 
working  thirty  days,  received  $52,  provided 
they  work  thirty  days  instead  of  twenty-3ix.  Now 
if  there  is  an  order  for  them  to  receive  $2  per  day, 
why  not  have  it  carried  out,  that  the  men  nw,y  be 
paid  the  same  as  in  the  other  departments?  The 
superintendent  has  n't  seen  fit  to  carry  it 
out,  and  he  has  misconstrued  that  order. 
He  says  that  when  he  hires  tbosu  men  it 
is  with  the  understanding  that  they  are  to  work 
at  all  times  and  hours  without  extra  pay.  If  that 
is  so  what  does  this  order  amount  to?  I  saw  the 
chairman  of  that  committee  and  he  says  that 
when  the  order  was  voted  it  was  with  the  under- 
standing that  the  men  should  receive  $2  per  day 
for  every  working  day,  and  that  they  were  to  be 
paid  proportionately  for  extra  time  and  Sundays. 
If  that  is  so  every  man  could  take  the  paymaster's 
book  for  evidence  and  go  into  court  and  justly 
claim  $2  for  every  Sunday  he  has  worked 
and  proportionate  pay  for  extra  time.  If 
the  order  is  right  it  should  be  enforced;  if  wrong, 
why  should  it  lemain  on  the  records?  If  any  gen- 
tleman here  can  explain  it,  I  shall  be  glad  to 
hear  it. 


Mr.  Devereux  of  Ward  22 — The  gentleman  from 
"Ward  3,  if  I  understand  bim  correctly,  says  the 
men  work  for  $52  a  month,  and  that  it  is  consid- 
ered that  work  on  Sunday  shall  be  gratuitous. 

Mr.  Anderson— So  s&ys  the  paymaster's  record. 
If  a  man  woiks  full  time,  trom  the  20rh  of  one 
month  to  the  20th  of  another,  he  receives  $52; 
and  in  case  one  of  those  laborers  loses  Saturday 
he  has  two  days'  pay  deducted,  that  is,  Saturday 
and  Sunday. 

Mt.  Devereux— There  seems  to  be  something 
radicallv  wrong  here.  £  don't  know  of  any  mu- 
nicipal law  or  rder  that  will  compel  a  man  or  set 
of  men  to  work  Sundays  gratuitously.  I  have 
known,when  certain  exigencies  occurrea,  thatmen 
are  called  upon  to  work  on  Sundays ;  but  ordinarily 
I  did  n't  knoiv  that  they  work  on  Sundays  and. 
get  paid  only  so  much  a  month,  Sundays  in- 
cluded. There  is  certainly  something  wrong,  and 
after  hearing  the  remarks  ot  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  3, 1  shall  vote  for  the  minority  report. 

Mr.  Anderson — The  gentleman  from  Ward  7 
would  like  to  have  me  explain  one  or  two  items, 
and  I  think  I  can  do  so.  If  a  laborer  works  twen- 
ty-six days  he  is  entitled  to  $52—  so  the  commit- 
tee voted.  But  I  say  it  is  not  so.  If  the  laboier 
can  show  a  record  of  thirty  days  he  receives  $52. 
He  is  not  naid  at  the  rate  of  $2  a  Jay,  but 
$1.75.  The  man  who  receives  $54  per  month 
receives  $1.82  a  day,  and  the  man  receiving 
$56  per  month  receives  $1.88  a  day.  Wlien  this 
vote  of  the  committee  was  passed,  it  was  for  the 
benefit  of  the  helpers,  the  street  sweepers,  the  ash 
men  and  the  shovellers.  The  Superintendent  pays 
the  ash  men  and  teamsters  $52,  and  the  shovellers 
of  dirt  of  the  street,  $54  per  month,  while  the 
teamster  who  carries  off  the  dirt  receives  $56,  so 
that  in  reality  thi«  order  has  never  been  carried 
out  as  the  committee  passed  it.  The  pay  stanas 
at  $52,  $54  and  $56 per  month,  but  no  man  receives 
more  than  $1.88  a  day. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16— I  am  not  aware  that  the 
Committee  on  Health  have  ever  found  any  fault 
with  the  course  the  Superintendent  in  re- 
gard to  the  pay  of  the  laborers.  Itisn  aundisputed 
fact  that  there  is  an  enormous  pressure  upon  the 
Superintendent  of  Health  for  positions  in  this  de- 
partment. All  the  work  the  teamsters  do  is  to 
come  to  the  stables  and  feed  their  horses ;  and  the 
reason  that  some  receive  $56  and  others  $54  is  that 
they  do  a  great  deal  more  labor  than  the 
others,  earning  more  money  and  receiving 
it.  I  hope  the  majority  report  will  be 
accepted,  and  that  the  "Superintendent  of 
Health  will  be  sustained  in  his  endeavors  to  save 
the  city  as  much  money  as  possible.  If  any  one  in 
the  employ  of  the  Superintendent  of  Health  today 
don't  wish  to  retain  his  place  at  the  price  he  re- 
ceives, and  which  they  understand  they  are  to  re- 
ceive when  appoinred,  they  are  at  liberty  to  re- 
sign, and  there  are  ten  men  ready  to  fill  every 
vacancy.  In  regard  to  the  matter  of  lost  time, 
which  the  gentleman  states  in  his  appenriix,  he 
shows  that  each  man  lost  nearly  a  dozen  days  in 
one  month.  That  was  in  the  month  of  January, 
when  there  was  very  little  sweeping  to  be  done, 
and  Mr.  Forristall  found  it  was  impossible  to  em- 
ploy these  men  to  the  interest  of  the  city,  thoujjb 
he  gave  them  as  much  work  as  it  was  possible. 
If  a  gentleman  is  paid  $2  a  day  he  should  not 
claim  that  there  should  be  no  reduction  when  he 
does  no  labor. 

Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3 — I  don't  understand 
where  the  gentleman  gets  his  information  If  the 
gentleman  had  done  the  work  he  would  with- 
draw the  statement  that  the  man  who  receives  $56 
p.  r  month  does  the  hardest  work.  The  one  who 
receives  $52  per  month  has  the  hardest  duty  to 
perform ;  he  is  obliged  to  take  a  man  with  him 
and  throw  a  barrel  of  ashes  six  feet  high,  while 
he  who  receives  $56  has  nothing  to  do  but  to  carry 
a  broom  with  him  and  wait  till  the  dirt  is  put  into 
the  wagon.  I  expect  that  every  teamster  is  to 
take  care  of  his  horse  three  times  a  day  on  Sunday 
andreceivenopaytorit;butil  he  goes  through  the 
city  on  Sunday,  and  shovels  the  sidewalk,  he 
should  be  paid  for  it.  That  is  wny  I  put  thv.  team- 
sters on  the  same  level  with  tne  laborers.  The 
gentleman  states  that  the  men  are  to  receive  this 
pay  when  they  are  hired.  I  say  it  is  n't  so  under- 
stood, ano  no  man  can  be  pioduced  who  under- 
staadsit.  I  did  n't  desire  to  send  for  people  to 
come  up  and  bear  witness  to  the  wrongs  that  had 
been  done  them;  but  I  went  to  the  paymaster's 
books,  and  I  don't  think  he  would  make  a  false 
statement.  I  don't  believe  there  is  a  lawyer  in 
this  Council  who  would  hesitate  to  go  into  courc 
with   the   paymaster's  books  as  evidence  of  the 
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claims  of  the  men  for  $2  a  day  for  every  day  of 
extra  work,  and  I  believe  the  Court  would  say 
they  are  entitled  to  it.  They  do  not  ask  for  an  in- 
crease of  pay,  but  ihey  want  what  they  are  enti- 
tled to.    I  think  the  laborer  is  worthy  of  his  hire. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16 — There  is  t  o  more  ex- 
cellent or  charitable  man  in  this  City  Government 
than  Mr.  ForristaU,  the  Superintendent  of  Health, 
and  I  know  that  he  has  done  all  he  can  for  the 
men  in  his  employ.  If  I  am  correctly  informed, 
the  Superintendent  of  Streets  has  employed  his 
men  but  two-thirds  of  tbe  time  this  past  winter. 
Mr.  ForristaU,  from  motives  of  humanity,  has 
gone  out  of  his  way  to  find  work  for  his  men,  so 
that  they  should  not  lose  any  time,  and  he  has 
stated  to  me  distinctly— and  I  have  no  doubt  it  is 
a  fact— that  every  man  in  his  employ  knows  what 
will  be  the  duties  required  of  him  when  he 
enters  the  employ  of  t-he  city;  they  are 
told  what  their  duties  and  the  salary  will 
be,  and  it  is  at  their  option  to  accept  or  reject  it. 
It  will  be  a  great  reflection  upon  tbe  Superintend- 
ent of  Health,  and  greatly  embarrass  him  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duties,  to  pass  this  order.  He  is 
doing  all  he  can  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of 
the  employes,  in  consonance  with  the  int3restof 
the  city.  If  the  gentlemen  employed  do  not  want 
those  positions  at  the  salary  paid,  there  are  a 
dozen  men  ready  to  take  them.  I  hope  the  minor- 
ity report  will  not  be  substituted. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10— How  often  are  the 
shovellers,  who  get  $52  a  month,  called  on  to  work 
on  Sunday?3,  or  work  over  twenty-six  days  in  a 
month,  and  is  it  of  common  occurrence? 

Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3— All  I  can  state  is  what 
the  paymaster  showed  me  by  his  books,  that  they 
are  to  make  thirty  days  in  a  month,  and  it  must 
consist  of  some  Sundays.  Gentlemen  will  bear  in 
mind  that  there  is  a  distinction  between  the  work 
of  men  employed  by  Mr.  Harris  aDd  those  by 
Mr.  ForristaU.  One  party  cannot  do  his  work 
while  the  snow  is  on  the  ground,  while  at 
that  time  the  other  is  busy  in  every  part 
of  the  city.  There  is  no  loafing  allowed  in  the 
Health  Department.  I  don't  desire  to  regulate 
the  Superintendent  in  managing  the  Health  De- 
partment; but  I  do  ask  what  right  he  has  to  go 
back  upon  the  orders  established  by  any  commit- 
tee appointed  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor.  If  the 
committee  are  fit  to  pass  such  an  order,  why  not 
carry  it  out?  If  he  has  no  work  for  these  men 
why  does  he  employ  them?  The  paymaster's 
roli  states  that  from  the  20th  of  January  to 
the  20th  of  February  the  lost  time  of  213 
men  was  578  days,  and  I  claim  in  my 
minority  report  that  that  money  virtually  belongs 
to  the  poor  man,  because  he  has  worked  over 
twenty-six  days,  on  an  average,  to  a  month.  If  it 
is  any  credit  to  this  City  Council  to  defraud  the 
poor  men  of  their  hard  earnings,  ic  is  for  them  to 
say  so. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16 — For  the  information  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  10, 1  would  state  that 
the  only  time  these  men  are  desired  to  work  on 
Sundays  is  when  there  happens  to  have  been  a 
snow  fall  on  Saturday;  they  are  asked  to  clean 
the  cross  walks  and  perhaps  work  two  or  three 
hours.  But  the  gentleman  from  Ward  3  has 
failed  to  state  that  in  every  instance  if  the  men 
in  the  department  are  sick,  or  want  to  go  to  a  funer- 
al, or  if  their  families  are  sick,  and  they  want  to  be 
off  a  part  of  a  day,  or  perhaps  a  day,  the  Superin- 
tendent invariably  grants  their  request,  and  they 
lo  eno  time,  sothattbiscryof  defrauding  the  poor 
men  of  their  wap.es  has  no  foundation  in  fact. 
The  teamsters  are  told  when  tbey  come  there  tha 
they  have  got  to  work  so  much  on  Sundays  and 
they  aerree  to  do  it;  the  men  who  are  employed  as 
shovellers  aie  told  that  tbey  will  have  to  shovel  off 
the  crossings  on  Sunday  and  they  aeree  to  do  it; 
and  when  men  want  to  go  away  the  liberty  is 
granted  and  they  are  not  charged  for  it. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5-This  may  be  a  very  un- 
popular move  on  the  part  of  the  gentleman  from 
War  1  3,  but  nevertheless  it  may  be  light.  I  have 
seen  minority  reports  before  that  have  been  found 
to  be  correct.  This  one  mayor  may  not  be  cor- 
rect. We  have  gentlemen  whose  name?  are  be- 
fore me  as  members  of  tbe  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee. The  gentleman  from  Ward  3  his  signed 
the  report,  and  he  is  a  member  in  good  standing— 
the  peer  of  any  one  of  us.  He  makes  statements 
and  absolute  charges.  Where  are  the  majority  of 
the  committee  to  refute  tbosecbarges?  Why  don't 
they  rise  in  their  places  and  state  why  they  made 
that  report?  I  know  nothing  of  its  merits.  I 
want  gentlemen  who  signed  the  majority  report  to 
sustain  it,  and  it  sustained  I  shall  vote  for  it ;  if  not 


I  shall  vote  for  the  minority.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  3  has  made  serious  charges;  whether  he  is 
correct  in  his  premises  remains  to  be  seen.  He 
has  made  one  statement  worthy  of  notice.  That  a 
solemn  ordinance  passed  by  the  City  Government 
has  not  been  lived  up  to  by  the  Health  Depart- 
ment. If  that  is  the  case  it  is  serious.  I  should 
like  to  hear  whether  it  is  true  or  not. 

Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3 — I  should  like  to  an- 
swer one  charge  of  the  gemleman  from  Ward  16. 
He  states  that  when  a  party  wants  to  go  off,  the 
Superintendent  will  allow  him.  Now,  sir,  1  desire 
to  state  what  times  these  men  go  to  work  in  the 
morning.  They  go  to  work  at  four  o'clock  and 
work  till  half -past  ten;  then  they  com- 
mence work  at  half-past  twelve.  They  take 
their  orders  from  the  foreman  at  the  last 
place,  and  if  the  next  place  is  on  the 
other  side  of  East  Boston,  they  must  be  there  at 
half -past  twelve  promptly;  and  if  all  East  Boston 
section  is  swept  up  by  half-past  five^jhey  go,  and 
if  not  they  stay  till  it  is  done.  If  theSuperintend- 
ent  is  so  humane  with  his  men,  why  do  the  pay- 
master's records  show  that  213  men  lose  578  days 
in  ODe  month?  Is  it  right  ?  The  gentleman  states 
that  they  have  to  work  a  few  hours  on  Sunday.  It 
is  not  right  to  call  a  man  out  to  work  on  Sunday, 
without  paying  for  it.  I  don't  think  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  16  would  come  ftom  his  dwelling 
to  his  place  of  business  on  Sunday  to  transact 
business  without  getting  something  for  it,  and  I 
do  not  see  why  the  shovellers  should  he  required 
to. 

Mr.  Fimball  of  Ward  6— As  I  understand  this 
majority  report,  it  says  that  tbe  reason  the  pay  of 
these  men  was  not  increased  for  work  on  Sundays 
is  because  they  are  hired  expressly  to  work  over 
hours  and  Sundays  m  emergencies,  and  that 
they  understand  that  they  are  not  to  receive  extra 
pay*  for  it.  This  is  true  or  it  is  not  true.  The 
majority  say  it  is  true,  and  I  do  not  understand 
that  even  the  gentleman  who  presents  the  minor- 
ity report  says  it  is  not  true. 

Mr.  Anderson— I  deny  it. 

Mr,  Kimball— I  did  n't  so  understand  bim.  If 
there  is  any  doubt  whether  they  are  hired  to  work 
extra  hours  without  extra  compensation,  and  if 
there  is  any  doubt  in  ihe  minds  of  the  Council  as 
to  the  truth  of  the  statements  of  the  Committee 
on  Salaries,  it  strikes  me  that  this  matter  had  bet- 
ter be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Health,  and 
let  them  report  whether  or  not  it  is  true.  If  these 
men  are  hired  on  the  terms  as  stated  by  the  ma- 
jority, it  seems  to  me  that  we  have  nothing  to  do 
with  it.  It  is  a  contract—a  bargain.  But,  on  the 
contrary,  if  it  is  an  open  question,  and  they  are 
not  hired  to  do  work  on  Sunday,  I  think  they 
should  be  paid  for  the  excess.  I  do  not  understand, 
as  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5,  that 
any  ordei  has  ever  been  passed  by  the  City  Gov- 
ernment that  those  men  should  be  paid  f  2  a  day, 
and  receive  extra  compensation  for  work  on  Sun- 
days or  overtime;  if  so,  we  have  an  officer  who 
has  disregarded  the  orders  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment. I  understand  that  the  City  Government 
passed  an  order  in  relation  to  increasing  the  wages 
of  the  laborers,  and  that  the  Committee  on  Health 
in  1871  passed  a  vote,  as  stated  in  the  minority  re- 
port, fixing  the  pay  of  the  helpers  at  $52  per 
month.  As  the  men  are  hired  upon  the  express 
condition  that  they  are  to  receive  no 
extra  compensation  foe  work  on  Sundays,  it 
strikes  me  that  this  Council  had  better  accept  the 
report  of  the  majority  so  far  as  it  is  concerned; 
and  then  if  it  is  desirable  to  have  the  Committee 
on  Health  investigate  this  matter,  I  hope  some 
gentleman  will  introduce  a  new  order. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  said  nothing  about  an 
order  fixiag  the  pay  at  $2  a  day  being  passed  by 
the  City  Government.  I  said  that  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  3  charged  that  an  oider  had  not  been 
lived  up  to.  I  care  nothing  about  the  rate  per 
day;  I  am  speaking  of  the  principle  of 
the  thing;  I  am  taking  the  weak  side 
of  this  matter;  I  detend  the  gentleman 
who  is  the  minority;  I  believe  he  has  investi- 
gated it  honestly  and  thoroughly,  and  he  desires 
credit  for  it.  I  don't  take  either  side  of  the  ques- 
tion. He  stated  distinctly  that  au  order  passed 
here  fixing  the  pay  at  $2  a  day  had  been  disre- 
garded by  a  Supeiintendent.  I  again  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  majority  of  'he  committee  to  it, 
but  nobody  rises  to  explain  it. 

Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  6  states  that  no  such  order  has  been 
passed.  There  is  such  an  order  and  the  Superin- 
tendent showed  it  on  his  books,  which  he  kept  as 
secretary    of   the   committee.     That   order   was 
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passed  by  ex-Aldermen  Little,  White  and  Pluin- 
er.  It  is  a  boLa  fide  order  and  is  recorded  on 
their  books  as  snob;  the  City  Clerk:  states  that  it 
is  a  bona  fide  order;  the  Superintendent  of  Health 
admit?  that  the  men  were  to  be  paid  $2  a  day  on 
the  basis  of  twenty-six  working  days.  He  admits 
that  there  is  such  an  order  an.i  I  suppose 
he  satisfied  a  majority  of  the  commit- 
tee why  it  should  not  be  carried  out.  I 
could  not  rebut  his  statements,  because  I  could 
not  seod  for  parties.  The  parties  who  would 
come  would  have  no  protection.  As  the  gentle- 
man says,  it  they  don't  like  it  they  can  leave. 
That  is  no  wav  to  treai  the  poor  man.  It  we  agree 
to  pay  the  poor  man  $2  a  day,  we  should  abide  by 
it.  If  we  do  not  intend  to  abide  by  it,  why  not  re- 
consider it?  That  vote  remains  on  the  book;  if 
wrong,  why  not  rescind  it.  I  say  it  is  keeping 
these  men  from  $2  a  day  for  every  extra  aay  and 
Sunday  that  the  books  show  they  have  worked. 

Mr.  Jaqdtlidf  Ward  9— It  seems  to  me  that  the 
gentlemin'frbrn  Ward  3  leaves  the  Council  under 
a  wrong  impression.  He  speaks  of  an  order  pass- 
ed by  the  Citv  Government.  The  impression 
would  be  left  that  this  Council  at  some  period 
passed  an  order  fixing  the  pay  of  the  laborers  at 
$2  a  day.  The  language  of  his  own  report  is  to 
the  contrary.  It  says  that  in  1871  an  order  was 
passed  by  the  Common  Council  and  seot  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  who  took  no  acdon  ex- 
cept to  refer  it  to  the  several  committees 
having  charge  of  the  departments  named, 
and  be  speaks  of  the  vote  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  1871  as  being  in  fo:  ce  at  the  present 
time.  The  vote  of  that  committee  would  hav?  no 
binding  effect  upon  any  luture  committee.  There 
is  no  evidence  that  this  Council  ever  said  that 
these  laborers  should  receive  two  dollars  a  day, 
and  the  gentleman  in  his  report  sa'd  the  same 
thing.  The  force  of  this  order  is  to  say  that  these 
men  shall  be  paid  so  and  so.  and  if  the  minority 
report  is  substituted  for  the  majority,  we  should 
make  it  incumbent  upon  every  Board  of  Health  to 
pay  two  dollars  per  day  for  the=e  laborers 
until  the  order  is  rescinded  by  the  City 
Council.  To  my  mind  that  would  be  entirely 
wrong.  These  committees  are  placed  in  charge  of 
the  various  departments,  and  it  is  a  part  of  their 
duty  to  have  tne  work  performed  in  as  economi- 
cal a  m  inner  as  possible.  All  the  evidence  shows 
that  there  is  a  great  demand  for  such  situations, 
a  id  there  is  no  difficulty  in  filling  the  places ;  and 
why  should  not  the  city  use  proper  economy? 
Why  should  this  Council  prescribe  the  wages 
which  a  laborer  should  have,  when  there  is  a  com- 
petent committee  to  decide  that  question,  for  us? 
But  I  want  to  call  special  attention  to  the  point 
that  there  is  no  order  requiring  that  the  men 
should  receive  $2  a  day ;  for  it  has  created  a  wrong 
impression  here,  and  the  gentleman's  own  report 
refutes  it. 

Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3— The  order  was  passed 
here  in  1871  and  sent  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
and  there  referred  to  the  various  committees  who 
had  the  sole  power  of  changing  it.  The  Commit- 
tee on  Health  passed  this  order,  and  it  is  just  as 
binding  as  any  order  of  the  City  Council— 
so  the  City  Clerk  states.  H  it  were  not  so  I 
should  a't  think  I  had  anything  to  stand 
upon.  If  the  committee  passed  this  order  I 
see  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be  carredout.  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  7  asks  me  if  the  Superin- 
tendent does  not  pay  the  men  at  the  rate  of  $2  a 
day.  The  Superintendent  says  he  pays  them  at 
the  rate  of  $52  a  month  for  twenty-six  days,  and 
every  day  they  are  off  they  lose  $2,  and  every  half 
day  $1.  So  that  this  order  is  of  as  binding  for  je 
as  any  order  passed  by  (his  City  Government. 

The  question  on  substitution  was  put  and  de- 
clared lost.  Mr.  Anderson  doubted  the  vote  and 
called  tor  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  the  Council 
refused  to  sustain.  The  motion  to  substitute  was 
lost — 23  for,  26  against. 

Mr.  Clark  of  Ward  15  moved  that  the  report  be 
recommitted,  and  Mr.  Anderson  moved  to  amend 
so  that  the  committee  have  power  to  send  for  per 
sons  and  papers. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  thought  this  was  the  proper 
disposition  of  the  case. 

Mi.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  thought  the  report  of 
the  majority  should  be  accepted,  as  it  related  to 
all  the  departments,  and  then  the  Committee  on 
Health  could  consider  the  question  of  the  pay  of 
the  laborers  in  that  department. 

Mr.  Shaw  thought  it  needed  oidy  a  little  practi- 
cal application  of  common  sense  to  see  that  it  was 
proper  to  recommit  the  report. 


Mr.  Willcutt  of  Ward  17  offered  a  motion  as  a 
substitute  in  the  following  form  :   . 

Ordered,  That  the  whole  subject  be  refeired  to 
the  Committee  on  Health,  and  that  they  be  re- 
quested to  consider  and  report  an  oraer  fixing  a 
rate  per  diem  to  be  paid  for  each  day  or  portion 
of  a  day  of  actual  service  performed  by  the  labor- 
ers in  said  department. 

Mr.  Anderson,  by  general  consent,  withdrew  his 
motion,  and  the  order  of  Mr.  Willcutt  was  read 
•  twice  and  passed. 

Sent  up. 

THE  BOSTON  WATER  BOARD. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harrision  of  Ward  1,  the 
Council  took  up  the  special  assignment  for  half- 
past  eight  o'clock,  viz.,  repot  i  aod  ordinance  to 
establish  the  Boston  Water  Board.  (City  Doc.  JSo. 
38, 1875.) 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16 — In  discussing  the  ques- 
tion now  before  the  Council  it  is  not  necessary  to 
go  into  the  principles  of  a  republican  form  of 
government^  or  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  or  the 
new  charter.  This  matter  is  presented  simply  as 
a  business  question,  whether  in  the  expenditure 
of  a  large  sum  of  money  in  the  prosecutiouof  an 
important  enterprise  like  constructing  the  new 
water  works  of  this  city,  it  is  reasonable  or 
proper  to  expect  that  competent  men  can 
be  found  to  do  it  without  anv  compensa- 
tion. Much  as  I  admire  the  eloquence  and 
arguments  of  the  gentleman  fioni  Ward 
12, 1  believe  he  is  too  good  a  business  man  himself 
to  believe  that  in  the  prosecution  of  such  business 
he  can  get  competent  gentlemen  to  do  it  for  noth- 
ing. In  the  letter  read  from  Mr.  McLean  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  withdrawing  his  name  as  a 
candidate  for  the  position,  he  says  it  is  impossible 
for  him  to  attf-nd  to  the  duties  which  devolve  un- 
on  him.  Mr.  Gogin,  the  accomplished  and  effi- 
cient president  of  the  Water  Board — ind  in  my 
juagment  we  have  never  had  a  better  one— has 
told  me  within  a  few  days  that  it  is  im- 
possible for  him  to  give  his  attention  to  the  de- 
partment, and  that  it  could  not  be  expected  of  a 
man  to  give  the  time  and  attention  to  it  without 
compensation  ;  and  he  should  be  obliged  to  resign 
within  a  short  time.  It  seems  to  me  that  that  is 
cumulative  evidence  in  favor  of  the  passage  of 
this  order.  lam  aware  that  the  Mayor  of  this 
city  mayor  may  not  make  an  incompetent  ap- 
pointment, but  the  chances  are  that  he  will  not  do 
so.  I  think  that  we  should  be  governed  by 
the  same  principles  which  control  us  in 
the  transaction  of  our  private  business.  I  believe 
we  should  have  a  permanent  board  who  shall  be 
held  accountable  for  the  performance  of  this 
duty,  and  that  we  should  give  a  quid  pro  quo  for 
the  performance  of  the  duties.  1  hope  the  ordi- 
nance will  pass,  and  that  the  Mayor  will  appoint 
a  good  board. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— I  am  very  glad  this 
question  went  over  to  this  meeting  because  it  has 
given  gentlemen  an  opportunity  to  read  and  re- 
flect upon  what  was  said  at  the  last  meeting.  I 
have  very  carefully  read  the  report  of  the  discus- 
sio  j  of  tnis  question,  and  the  result  has  been  tnat 
my  previous  strong  oninion  iu  favor  of  the 
passage  of  this  ordinance  has  been  greatly 
strengthened.  It  was  urged  during  that 
discussion  that  this  matter  had  better  go 
over  and  be  considered  in  connection  with  r.tie  new 
city  charter.  I  suppose  that  no  one  has  any  idea 
that  the  new  cnarter  will  go  to  the  present  Legis- 
lature, and  it  cannot  be  expected  that  it  willbe 
considered  >>y  the  Legislature  at  all  until  1876; 
then  it  will  havo  to  come  back  to  be  voted  upon 
by  the  people,  and  will  not  go  in  operation,  if 
adopted,  until  1877.  By  that  time  the  necessity 
for  the  appointment  of  such  a  board  will  not  be  as 
great  as  now.  If  there  ever  is  to  be  a  necessity 
for  the  appointment  of  a  board  like  this,  there 
is  one  now,  when  we  are  about  entering  upon 
the  great  work  of  bringing  in  a  new  supply  of 
water.  I  think  we  may  be  governed  in  this  case 
by  the  precedent  established  in  the  appointment 
of  such  a  board  when  the  Cochituate  Water 
Works  were  commenced.  I  believe  that  was  a 
wise  thing,  and  I  had  always  believed  that 
they  rendered  efficient  service  to  the  city 
in  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  But  it 
seems,  from  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12,  that  I  and  other  gentlemen 
have  labored  under  a  delusion,  and  that  the  com- 
missioners were  weak  and  inefficient,  for  the  rea- 
son that  they  were  not  able  to  force  as  much 
water  into  a  South  Boston  reservoir  as  the  gen- 
tleman and  his  associates  could  drink  out  of  it.    I 
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don't  know  wbat  the  drinking  capacity  of  the 
gentleman  were  at  that  time,  and  I  think  he  ought 
to  have  told  how  much  he  ould  hold.  But  ad- 
mitting that  there  was  some  error  in  that,  is 
that  a  matter  which  may  be  justly  charged  to 
the  commission?  It  seems  to  me,  from  the  gen- 
tleman's own  statement,  that  that  was  an  error  of 
the  engineer,  rather  than  trie  commission;  for, 
as  he  stated,  the  engineer  has  charge  of  the 
work  after  the  contracts  are  made,  and  if  there  is 
a  mistake,  it  is  to  be  laid  to  his  door,  rather  than 
to  the  commission.  Now,  who  were  the  members 
of  that  commission?  Nathan  Hale,  James  F. 
Baldwin  and  Thomas  B.  Curtis,  all  gentlemen  of 
high  position,  which  1  think  they  will  maintain 
in  spite  of  the  anathemas  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12.  Again,  it  was  urged  that  there  would 
be  i  othmg  for  them  to  do.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  said— 

"When  you  get  a  new  board  all  they  will  have 
to  do  is  to  indorse  what  has  been  done.  Shall  we 
put  in  a  new  board  to  undo  wbat  has  been  done? 
If  jou  put  them  in  what  is  there  for  them  to  do? 
To  receive  poposals  and  let  contracts?  When 
the  contracts  aie  let,  whose  chaigeare  they  put 
in?  In  charge  of  the  engineer.  If  that  is  done. 
what  would  Be  their  dudes?" 

He  vvould  seem  to  say  that  the  engineer  can  do 
this  whole  work.  His  argument  proves  too  much. 
If  the  engineer  can  do  it  all,  why  have 
any  water  board?  If  there  i'  not  work 
enough  for  three  men,  there  certainly  is  not 
enough  tor  two  separate  boards,  and  we  had 
better  abolish  both  and  let  the  engi- 
neer take  cbarge  of  the  whole  work.  Will  any 
gentleman  advocate  that  here?  I  tnink  any  gen- 
tleman will  admit  that  there  is  a  necessity  for 
some  supervision ;  and  if  you  ask  the  City  Engineer 
1  e  will  tell  you — industrious  and  faithful  as  he  is 
— that  he  cannot  discharge  all  the  duties  without 
some  supervisory  agency.  N  ow,  the  question  comes 
down  to  this :  Is  this  the  best  board  we  can  have  ? 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  12  says,  "The  system 
of  a  water  board  has  been  through  various  changes 
until  now,  and  I  do  think  it  is  next  to  impossible 
by  any  form  of  appointment  to  improve  the  pres- 
ent manner  of  selecting  the  members." 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  take  issue  with  the  gen- 
tleman upon  that  statement,  and  in  support  of 
that  oosition  I  ask  for  no  better  argument  than 
that  advanced  by  the  gentleman  himself,  at  the 
last  meeting  of  the  Council.  He  ''old  us  of  one 
contract  that  was  made  by  the  Cochituate  Water 
Board,  elected  under  this  system,  for  $7  per 
ton  for  iron  more  than  the  market  price,  and  the 
point  was  very  happily  turned  against 
hiru  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7.  The 
geutlemau  also  stated  that  "had  the  suggestions  of 
Mr.  Gogin  been  followed  in  1867,  the  city  of  Boston 
would  have  saved  $100,000  in  an  expenditure  of 
$250,C00."  Here  w«  have  a  water  hoard  in  the 
system  of  appointing  which  you  cannot  make 
any  improvement,  and  still  fhey'lose  $100,000  in  one 
contract!  Then  the  gentleman  says  "that  is  the 
economy  of  the  old  department  as  compared 
with  the  new."  I  am  not  aware  that  there  has 
beeT)  a  change  in  the  system  of  electing  the  Water 
Board  since  1867.  There  has  been  a  change  in  the 
presidency  jbutyou  cannot  call  Mr.  Haven  the"old 
department"  and  Mr. Gogin  the  "new":  it  is  simoly 
a  cbarge  in  the  men  constituting  the  department. 
The  gentle.tnan  thinks  the  present  system  is  a 
good  one,  yet  those  gentlemen  whom  he  so  se- 
verely criticised  were  elected  under  the  pres- 
ent system.  But  the  gentleman  thinks  that  things 
are  all  right  now,  because  we  have  an  efficient 
president  of  the  Water  Board,  and  he  was  glad 
that  officer  was  reelected  at  the  last  meeting;  and 
just  now  I  will  allude  to  an  instance  of  the  work- 
ing of  the  present  system  which  took  place  at  the 
last  meeting.  It  will  be  remembered  that  Mr. 
Gogin  was  a  candidate  for  reelection  ;  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  be  an  efficient  officer,  and  there  was  no 
objection  to  him;  we  went  into  an  election  and 
upon  the  first  ballot  one  gentleman  was 
elected  and  there  was  a  tie  vote  between 
another  candidate  and  Mr.  Gogin,  who 
would  have  been  defeated  if  the  other  man  had 
got  one  more  vote.  Now,  here  you  have  one  can- 
didate who  is  admitted  to  be  efficient  and  he  es- 
capes defeat  by  only  a  single  vote.  Here  is  a  system 
which  cannot  be  improved!  I  contend  that  the 
whole  system  of  election  by  the  City  Council  is 
objectionable.  We  all  remember  the  scene  here 
at  that  stage  of  the  proceedings  when  or- 
ders for  the  appointment  of  nominating  com- 
mittees are  introduced.  A  dozen  or  more 
gentlemen   jump   to   their  feet  with   orders   in 


their  hands  and  address  the  Chair.  A  stranger 
present  would  suppose  the  city  had  arrived  at 
some  great  crisis,  and  that  each  gentleman  bad  in 
his  hand  some  panacea  for  all  the  municipal  ills. 
One  gentleman  is  recognized:  the  order  is  sent  to 
theChair ;  gentlemen  in  the  galleries  wait  in  breath- 
less expectation  tohear  some  extraordinary  propo- 
sition advanced,  but  their  expectations  are  damp- 
ened by  hearing  the  President  read,  "Ordered,  That 
Messrs. be  appointed  a  committee  to  nomi- 
nate"   cullers  of  hoops  and  staves.    The  order 

is  passed  and  the  gentleman  who  off ered  it  is  ap- 
pointed chairman  of  the  committee.  The  com- 
mittee have  a  meeting  and  the  gentleman  brings 
forward  his  candidate  and  descants  upon  bis  vir- 
ues— how  he  belongs  to  the  church,  peihaps;  is  a 
man  of  a  high  order  of  talent,  and  ad- 
mirably adapted  to  the  position  of  a  culler 
of  hoops  and  staves.  Well,  tbe  gentle- 
man is  nominated,  the  committee  bring  in  a 
report,  we  vote  tor  him,  and  he  is  elected. 
Perhaps  it  might  be  said  that  it  is  the  outy  of  ev- 
ery man  here  to  look  up  each  candidate  and  see  if 
he  is  competent  for  the  position.  I  tell  you  that 
cannot  be  expected.  After  you  do  that  you  have 
only  one  vote  out  of  the  seventy-four,  and 
a  man  may  be  elected  by  forty  votes,  and. 
then  if  he  turns  out  to  be  unfit  for 
tbe  position  you  bear  only  one-fortieth  of 
that  responsibility.  Under  this  system  no 
man  feels  any  personal  responsibility  when 
he  casts  a  vote  of  this  kind.  I  think  the  system 
can  be  improved.  When  it  comes  to  an  appoint- 
ment by  the  Mayor,  an  entirely  different  motive 
is  brought  into  action  in  selecting  a  candidate, 
for  the  Mayor  knows  that  if  he  makes  an  unfit 
nomination  discredit  will  be  leflected  upon  him 
on  account  of  it.  He  knows  that  if  he  makes 
a  poor  appointment  every  man  will  point  to 
the  Mayor  and  say,  "Thou  art  the  man''  who 
is  responsible  for  "it.  He  feels  that  his  reputa- 
tion as  a  public  officer  is  staked  upon  the 
success  or  failure  of  the  men  whom  he  appoints 
to  oositions  within  his  gift.  Everv  public 
man  may  be  presumed  to  desire  to  retain  the 
respect  of  his  fellow  citizens  and  maintain  his 
reputation  as  a  man  of  sagacity;  and  to  do  that 
willof  course  endeavor  to  make  pioper  appoint- 
ments to  the  offices  within  hi-  gift.  So 
it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  very  clear 
that  in  the  shoice  of  men  for  executive 
duties  the  selection  can  be  ma<ie  much  better 
by  one  man  than  by  a  large  body  like  this.  But  it 
it  is  said  that  this  commission  had  better  be 
elected  by  the  people.  Tbat  is  not  an  open  ques- 
tion; if  it  was,  it  might  be  discussed.  We  must 
retain  the  present  water  boards,  or  adopt  the  sys- 
tem established  by  the  ordmauce.  The  Council 
has  no  authority  to  establish  a  water  board  that 
shall  be  elected  by  the  people.  The  act  gives  tbe 
appointment  to  the  Mayor.  It  is  urged  against 
this  establishment  of  commissions,  that  it 
is  taking  tbe  power  from  tfie  people,  or  from 
the  City  Council  who  represent  them.  Now,  if  I 
thought  it  was  taking  away  any  of  the  just  rights 
of  the  people,  or  that  it  was  derogatory  to  the 
rights  of  the  City  Council,  I  would  oppose  it.  I 
am  not  one  of  those  men  who  appear  to  have  lost 
faith  in  popular  government  and  who  seem  to 
distrust  the  ability  of  the  people  to  elect 
their  own  law  makers.  I  have  no  sympathy  with 
tbose  political  economists  who  think  that 
he  duties  and  honors  of  government  should 
be  confined  to  a  select  and  refined  few,  and  who 
believe  that  the  great  mass  of  the  people  are  un- 
fit to  take  part  in  the  duties  of  government;  and 
if  I  th.  ught  that,  in  establishing  this  commission 
we  sb ould  violate  the  principle  of  self-govern- 
ment, I  should  oppose  it.  I  do  not  believe 
in  tiding  over  an  emergency  by  any  infrac- 
tion of  established  principles,  but  I  don't 
believe  there  is  anything  of  the  kind  in 
this.  These  commissioners  are  simply  nothing 
but  executive  officers.  They  "shall  be  sub- 
ject to  the  orders  of  the  City  Council."  If  that 
provision  was  not  in  tb^  ordinance,  I  should  hesi- 
tate very  much  about  sustaining  it,  and  I  will  say 
here  tbat  when  we  come  to  consider  tbe  general 
question  of  establishing  commissions  I  piopose  to 
insist  that  every  commission  shall  be  subject  to 
the  ord<  rs  of  the  City  Council.  It  is  a  very  gen- 
eral idea  that  when  you  establish  a  com- 
mission the  City  Government  have  nothing 
more  to  do  with  the  department  over  which 
the  commission  is  established.  I  regard  a  com- 
mission simply  as  an  agent  ot  the  City  Council, 
which,  having  certain  duties  to  perform,  estab- 
lishes this  agency  because  it  cannot  properly  at- 
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tend  to  them  itself.  But  this  agent  is  like  any 
other;  so  long  as  he  performs  his  duties  properly 
there  is  no  interference;  but  when  the  ^ity 
Council  thinks  something  should  be  done  or 
should  not  be  done,  then  I  think  the  City  Coun- 
cil should  retain  the  power  to  instruct  that 
agent  or  commission.  .For  these  reasons  I  favor 
the  establishment  of  this  board  at  this  time.  I 
believe  it  should  not  be  postponed  for  two  years 
when  we  shall  not  be  under  so  great  a  necessity  of 
appointing  it.  I  believe  it  should  be  estab- 
lished without  any  delay,  to  carry  on  the  great 
work  we  are  now  entering  upon,  so  that  it  shall  be 
efficiently  done.  If  we  do  this,  I  do  not  ihink  we 
shall  be  doing  anything  at  variance  with  the  rights 
of  this  body  or  in  violation  of  tne  principles  of  re- 
publican government. 

Mi.  Claike  of  Ward  15— 1  would  like  to  call  at- 
tention to  the  act  itself.  If  we  establish  this 
board,  we  have  no  authority  to  abolish  it,  in  case 
we  shall  be  dissatisfied  with  it.  There  is  nothing  in 
the  act  empowering  us  to  abolish  it,  and  if  we  wish 
to  do  so  we  must  go  to  the  Legislature  and  obtain 
the  authority,  in  which  case  we  should  have  the 
commissioners  fightiug  on  one  side  and  the  City 
Council  on  the  other,  and  it  might  be  doubtful 
whether  we  should  be  able  to  carry  it  through  the 
Legislature.  Now,  sir,  when  the  Cochituate  Wa- 
ter Board  was  established  there  was  a  clause  in 
the  act  which  gave  the  City  Government  entire 
control  of  the  matter,  aod  I  refer  the  Council  to 
page  717,  section  5,  of  the  Laws  and  Ordinances: 

"Whenever  the  said  office  of  commissioners 
shall  ceate,  either  by  the  expiration  of  the  said 
term  of  three  years  from  the  original  appoint- 
ment, or  by  the  completion  of  the  aqueducts  and 
works  mentioned  in  the  preceding  sections  of  this 
act,  all  the  rights,  powers,  and  authority  given  to 
the  city  of  Boston  by  this  act,  shall  be  exercised 
by  the'said  city,  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabili- 
ties and  restrictions  herein  contained,  in  such 
manner,  and  by  such  agents,  officers  and  servants 
as  the  City  Courcil  shall  from  time  to  time  ordain, 
appoint  and  direct." 

The  same  rule  also  applies  to  the  act  by  which 
the  Fire  Commissioners  was  established,  as  we  see 
on  page  224 : 

"The  powers  and  duties  mentioned  in  the  pre- 
ceding sections,  or  any  of  them,  may  be  exercised 
and  carried  into  effect  by  the  said  City  Council,  in 
any  mauuer  which  they  may  prescribe,  and 
through  the  agency  of  any  persons,  or  any  board 
ot  boards  to  whom  they  may  delega  te  the  same." 

Consequently,  it  we  wish  to  abolish  the  Cochit- 
uate Water  Board  or  the  Fire  Commission  and  es- 
tablish any  other  boards,  we  have  authority  to  do 
so.  But  if  we  pa^s  this  ordnance  we  are  obliged 
to  accept  this  act,  which  takes  it  out  of  the 
power  of  this  Council  to  abolish  the  commis- 
sion should  we  be  dissatisfied  with  it.  I  don't 
think  the  City  Council  »re  yet  prepared  to  take 
that  position.  Now,  in  the  amendments  to  the 
city  charter  which  it  was  proposed  to  ask  of  the 
Legislature,  this  matter  was  "presumed  to  be  in- 
cluded; and  in  that  case,  as  I  understand  it,  after 
it  had  been  .cted  upon  by  the  Legislature  the 
charter  would  go  to  the  people,  who  would  have 
an  opportunity  to  vote  upon  it.  By  this  one-sided 
legislation  the  people  have  nothing  to  say  about  it, 
and  it  will  place  upon  them  a  board  in  which 
they  will  have  no  voice  in  abolishing  except  by  spe- 
cial act  of  the  Legislature  to  that  effect.  There 
are  various  other  projects  which  it  has  been  pro- 
posed to  ask  of  the  Legislature  at  the  present  ses- 
sion. We  have  asked  them  to  district  the  wards 
and  decrease  the  membership  of  this  Council  and 
the  School  Committee,  and  another  matter  in  re- 
gard to  reorganizing  the  School  Committee  is  com- 
ing up  either  this  evening  or  the  next.  If  we 
keep  on  at  this  rate  all  or  the  charter  that  the 
people  will  have  to  vote  on  will  be  the  covers;  the 
whole  city  charter  will  oe  passed  by  special 
acts  previous  to  that  time.  It  seems  to 
me  that  this  whole  matter  should  be  de- 
layed until  we  take  up  the  new  charter  and 
then  it  can  go  to  the  people,  who  can  decide 
whether  to  have  this  Water  Board  or  not.  Then, 
again,  there  is  no  necessity  for  accepting  this  act 
and  establishing  this  Water  Board.  We  have  a 
perfect  right  to  consolidate  the  Mystic  and  Co- 
chituate water  boards,  if  we  wish  to  do  so;  we 
have  ample  authority  to  do  so,  without  ac- 
cepting this  act.  However  necessary  it  may 
be  in  the  future  to  consolidate  the  two 
boards,  at  present  we  all  see  that  the  Cochitu- 
ate Water  Board  have  as  much  as  they 
can  attend  to,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  their  whole 
attention  should  be  directed  to  the  work  they  have 


before  them ;  then  after  setting  the  new  conduit 
built,  and  being  relieved  of  that  work,  it  will  be 
time  to  give  thein  the  whole  charge  of  both  boards 
and  they  may  perhaps  reduce  the  expenses.  But 
at  the  present  time  if  we  add  the  Mystic  Board  to 
them,  instead  of  three  commissioners,  we  should 
have  to  appoint  ten,  and  all  of  them  paid  men 
under  large  salaries.  Then,  again,  it  says,  "They 
shall  receive  such  compensation  a«  the  City  Coun- 
cil shall  from  time  to  time  determine."  That  is  in 
the  act.  Then,  in  section  3,  it  says,  "The  salaries 
of  th-  members  of  the  Boston  Water  Board  shall 
not  be  diminished  during  the  term  for  which  they 
are  respectively  appointed."  Now,  sir,  the  effect 
of  that  would  be  this:  If  we  should,  at  any  time, 
choose  to  reduce  the  pay  of  the  Water 
Board,  we  should  have  to  do  it  one  at 
a  time,  and  one  man  would  be  receiv- 
ing one  sum  and  another  aLother,  which 
would  create  a  conflict  in  the  board,  as  those  who 
get  the  least  pay  would  insist  that  those  who  re- 
ceived the  highest  salary  should  dothemost  work. 
Then  section  2  of  the  ordinance  says,  "  They  shall 
choose  a  clerk  who  -"ball  not  be  a  member  of  the 
board;  they  may  fix  his  compensation,  and  may 
remove  him  at  pleasuie."  Perhaps  it  wasn't 
necessary  io  put  that  la<t  clause  in;  but  in  section 
3  it  says,  "They  shall  have  power  to  appoint  such 
subordinate  agents  and  assistants  as  they  may 
deem  necessary,  and  may  fix  their  compensation," 
but  there  is  nothing  m'that  section  to  authorize 
them  to  remove  them  at  pleasure.  Why  could 
they  not  have  that  authority?  Yet  at  the  same 
time,  in  drawing  up  tliis  ordinance,  why  is  it 
necessary  to  put  that  provision  in  section  2, 
and  leave  it  out  of  section  3?  Usually  in  a 
court  of  law  tney  put  the  construction  upon 
the  whole  reading  of  the  document  itself; 
and  if  you  intended  in  section  2  to  author- 
ize the  board  to  remove  them  at  pleasure, 
then,  afterwards,  in  section  3,  you  allow  them  to 
apboint  their  subordinate  officers  and  fix  then- 
compensation,  but  do  not  give  authority  to  re- 
move them  at  pleasure,  you  mean  either  some- 
thing or  nothing.  If  you  mean  anything  in  sec- 
tion 2,  then  you  leave  it  out  in  section  3.  Then, 
again,  in  section  4  of  the  ordinance,  it  says,  "All 
contracts  now  existing  with  the  Mystic  Water 
Board  for  "the  supply  of  water  to  other  cities  and 
towns  shall  continue  in  foice  and  shall  not  be  mod- 
ified or  annulled  except  by  order  of  the  Boston 
Water  Board,  approved  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of 
the  City  Council.  Now,  sir,  if  we  wish  to  alter  or 
discontinue  the  supply  of  water  to  these  towns, 
or  annul  those  contracts,  we  have  first  got  to  get 
authority  or  have  an  order  from  the  Boston  Water 
Board.  Why  did  n't  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
give  the  authority  entirely  to  the  City  Council? 
and  why  should  w^  be  hampered  by  this 
order  from  the  Boston  Water  Board?  I 
don't  see  any  necessity  for  it.  Then  again, 
in  section  8,  "The  Boston  Water  Board  shall  an- 
nually, on  or  before  the  15th  of  February,  send  to 
the  Joint  Standing  Committee  of  the  City  Council 
on  tne  Water  Department  an  estimate"  asking  for 
an  appropriation  for  the  ensuing  year;  and  in 
section  9,  they  are  " to  make  a  report  and  oresent 
it  to  the  City  Council  in  the  month  of  May,"  with  a 
comprehensive  statement  of  its  acts  during  the 
preceding  vear  and  the  coadition  of  the  works," 
etc.  Now,  sir,  I  for  one  would  prefer  to  nave  them 
make  their  report  in  the  month  of  February  when 
they  ask  for  an  appropriation.  We  could  then 
know  what  they  have  been  doing  the  past  year, 
how  much  money  they  have  expended,  and  about 
how  much  they  should  nave.  With  these  objec- 
tions in  my  mind  to  the  ordinance,  I  do  not  feel 
satisfied  with  it,  and  shall  vote  against  it.  At  the 
same  time,  I  don't  think  this  Council  should 
establish  the  Boston  Water  Board  under  chap- 
ter 179.  The  act  is  very  badly  drawn  up 
and  amounts  to  but  very  little.  You  will 
find  that  in  previous  acts  of  this  kind  we  have 
been  very  particular.  When  we  went  to  the  Leg- 
islature for  the  act  to  take  land  for  a  public  park 
we  were  verv  particular  to  tell  just  what  we  want- 
ed, and  how  we  wanted  it;  and  that  is  the  proper 
way  to  get  an  act  from  the  Legislature.  But 
here  we  appoint  a  committee  and  authorize  the 
Mayor  to  petition  for  a  certain  thing ;  the  Legis- 
lature dou't  know  what  the  city  wants,  and  so  we 
very  often  get  just  what  we  do  not  want. 

Mr.  Devereiix  of  Ward  22 — I  earnestly  desire  to 
disabuse  the  minds  of  the  Council,  and  more  par- 
ticularly the  gentleman  from  Ward  6,  as  to  any 
local  prejudice  which  I  may  be  thought  to  have 
in  the  discussion  ot  this  subject.  I  did  n't  intend 
to  discuss  it  as  a  Charlestown  maD ;  I  intended  to 
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discuss  it  solely  upon  its  merits,  for  I  have  lived 
long:  encug'u  in  Boston  to  call  myself  a  Bostonian, 
believing  in  her  and  feeling  myself  to  be  such. 
The  question  directly  before  tbe  Council  was  the 
expediency  of  merging  the  two  boards  into  one, 
and  I  expressed  myself  on  that  proposition,  gave 
arguments,  aDd  spoke  from  certain  records  why 
it  should  "not  be  dooe.  Neither|do  I  desire  to  con- 
vey a  wrong  impression  to  the  minds  of  the  Coun- 
cil, or  to  misrepresent  any  language  that  any  gen- 
tleman might  have  conveyed  to  me  in  any  conver- 
sation I  have  had.  It  has  been  alleged  tbat  I 
misrepresented  Mr.  Lawrence's  statement.  I 
stated  that  Mr.  Lawrence  represented  to  me  that 
be  was  opposed  to  merging  the  cwo  boards  in  one, 
until  such  time  as  the  commission  may  be  ap- 
pointed, though  he  was  directly  in  favor  of  a  com- 
mission. I  so  exoressed  myself  again,  and  he  de- 
sired to  be  properly  represented,  as  to  his  views 
upon  it.  Now,  sir,  I  see  no  expediency  for  this, 
and  I  can  think  of  none;  I  have  never  changed 
my  opinion  of  this,  and  I  think  I  have  been  thor- 
oughly acquainted  w'th  the  whole  work  of  the 
Mystic  Water  Board  from  its  inception.  I  don't 
know  that  I  need  add  anything  in  regard  to  the 
economy  of  its  construction  or  the  excel- 
lence of  its  management.  As  an  instance  of 
the  difference  in  the  management  of  the  two 
boards,  I  will  state  that  there  is  a  whole  line 
of  pipe  on  Warren  Bridge  which  has  just  burst  on 
account  of  the  management  of  the  Cochituate 
Watei  Board.  Now,  sir,  as  representatives  of 
the  cit>  of  Boston,  it  behooves  us  to  study  econ- 
omy. We  come  here  as  delegates  from  the  peo- 
ple, and  we  ought  properly  to  represent  their  in- 
terests ;  and  I  believe  we  shall  properly  do  that  if 
we  refuse  to  adopt  this  measure  purely  upon  the 
grounds  of  economy.  There  is  no  one  reason 
why  the  two  boards  should  be  merged 
into  one,  and  therefore  I  have  opposed  it 
solely  upon  those  grounds.  There  is  one  error 
that  was  made  in  the  report  of  my  argument  at 
the  last,  meeting;  it  would  seim  to  be  absurd  tbat 
I  said  the  Mystic  Water  Works  cost  $146,000.  I 
represented  on  this  floor  a  week  ago  tonight  that 
the  Mystic  Water  Works  cost  $1,460,000  and 
that  its  construction  account  closed  two  years 
ago.  I  should  like  to  have  that  error  corrected. 
So  far  as  the  present  condition  and  man- 
agement of  the  works  are  concerned,  I  hope 
they  will  remain  as  they  are  at  present. 

Mr.  Kimoall  of  Ward  6 — 1  would  like  to  say  a 
few  words  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
15  upon  one  poiut,  and  one  point  only.  Lest  any 
gentleman  of  the  Council  should  think  that  by  the 
passage  of  this  ordinance,  we  so  tie  our  hands 
that  we  could  not  abolish  this  commission  under 
the  act  ot  the  Legislature,  I  would  like  to  say,  on 
high  legal  authority,  without  calling  asy  names, 
that  tbe  gentleman  is  mistaken  in  bis  law,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  gentleman  whom  I  consulted.  It 
is  within  the  power  of  the  City  Council  at 
any  time  to  abolish  this  commission,  and 
return  co  any  mode  of  managing  the 
Water  Department  ot  the  city  of  Boston 
that  the  City  Council  may  like.  The  worst  that 
could  fall  upon  us  would  be  simplypaying  the  sal- 
aries of  the  Water  Commissioners  during  their 
unexpired  term  of  office. 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Ware;  15— My  impression  was  that 
we  could  not  abolish  this  board.  At  the  same  time 
I  want  to  have  good  authority  for  it,  and  I  had 
some  conversation  with  an  eminern  legal  counsel- 
lor about  it  yesterday,  and  I  understood  him  to 
say  that  we  could  not  do  so  without  authority  from 
the  Legislature. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12—1  know  that  the  Coun- 
cil must  be  somewhat  impatient,  and  I  do  not  de- 
sire to  protract  the  discussion  bevond  a  reason- 
able period;  but  some  few  points  I  endeavored 
to  make  at  the  last  meeting  have  biought 
out  some  animadversion  from  gentlemen  who 
have  desired  to  secure  a  little  consolation 
by  a  misapplication  of  the  points  I  made.  I 
would  like,  in  justice  to  myself  and  to  the 
views  which  I  represent,  to  correct  tin  impres- 
sion conveyed  here  tonight  ;  and  I  will  pre- 
mise by  making  one  or  two  little  corrections, 
or  at  least  illusions  to  the  points  made  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  10,  m  which  he  attempts  to 
distort  an  expression  which  I  distinctly  made  rel- 
ative to  that  famous  reservoir  which  seems  to 
trouble  him.  I  stated  that  on  the  authority  of  the 
engineer  in  charge  of  that  work.  That  case  is 
only  one  ot  many  such  instances;  I  could  have 
gone  and  enumerated  quite  a  number  of  cases  of 
such  extravagance,  though  many  of  them  are  for- 
gotten by  the  public  now,  as  they  happened  twen- 


ty-live years  ago.  Ic  is  n't  expected  that  the 
present  members  of  the  City  Council,  unless  their 
calling  has  brought  them  in  connection  with  these 
things,  should  know  much  about  them ;  bur,  the 
facts  exist  and  can  be  shown  if  you  desire  to  go 
into  tnem.  Now,  as  gentlemen  seem  satisfied  that 
the  r>oomerat.g  thrown  at  the  last  meeting  had  re- 
coiled upon  me,  I  desire  to  make  one  point:  The 
success  of  any  board  depends  upon  the  individ- 
uals who  compose  it,  and  not  upon  the'manner  in 
which  they  are  appointed.  If  we  have  good  and 
efficient  men,  no  matter  how  they  are  chosen,  and 
no  matter  what  salaries  they  receive,  if  they  are 
competent,  and  if  thfcy  discharge  their  duties  faith- 
fully, it  will  result  in  economy  and  a  benefit  10  the 
public  interest.  The  discharge  of  the  duty  and 
the  capacity  of  the  members  is  entirely  separate 
from  the  manner  in  which  they  are  appointed. 
Now,  the  point  I  make,  and  I  wish  to  enforce  it,  is 
that  the  gentlemen  quoted  here  as  authority  for 
the  necessity  of  this  board  are  those  who  for 
years  have  been  erecting  monuments  to  then-  own 
extravagance  at  the  public  expense.  I  say  that 
those  men,  by  domg  tbat,  showed  that  they  are 
the  last  men  who  should  be  consulted  for  aavice 
as  to  how  this  board  should  be  appointed. 
I  was  taking  satisfaction  that  we  had  at 
last  got  a  board  who  knew  what  to  do 
and  were  willing  to  do  their  duty;  and  having  got 
that  board,  it  seemed  10  me  to  be  nonsense  to  get 
another  board,  when  there  was  nothing  for  ihem 
to  do.  Ann  how  is  the  new  board  to  be  appoint- 
ed? By  the  Mayor;  and  we  have  the  right  to 
vote  yes  or  no  whether  they  shall  be  confirmed  or 
not.  Half  a  dozen  members  of  this  Council  may 
be  satisfied  that  they  know  better  men  for  the  po- 
sition; but  they  have  only  one  choice,  "it 
is  n't  to  be  presumed  chat  tbe  Mayor 
knows  every  man  in  this  city ;  I  don't 
expect  that,  sir,  and  I  have  seen  it  de- 
monstrated that  the  Mayor  has  no  more  peculiar 
knowledge  of  the  fitness  of  men  for  office  than 
other  citizens.  I  think  this  has  been  marked  out 
clearly  in  mi ny  cases.  I  do  not  think  that  it  is 
a  good  or  wise  pclicy  or  sound  judgment  to  take 
away  fron.  the  members  of  the  City  Council  this 
opportunity  for  acquiring  an  intimate  knowledge 
of  municipal  affairs.  We  are  continually  voting  that 
our  republican  principle  is  a  failure,  and  saying 
that  we  cannot  administer  our  affairs  ourselves  or 
selecc  our  own  agents,  but  that  we  shall  electa 
Mayor  who  shall  name  them  for  us  ;  that  will 
come  here  yearly  for  instructions,  and  do  meeklv 
what  we  are  told,  and  receive  just  such  informa- 
tion as  he  desires  to  give.  I  do  not  believe  in  the 
necessity  for  this.  I  have  seen  no  argument  to 
shake  my  faith  in  the  composition  of  a  board 
elected  in  concurrence,  no  matter  if  a  man  does 
escape  by  the  skin  of  his  teeth;  for  you  all 
know  that,  no  matter  if  a  man  be  nearly 
overthrown,  the  principle  is  sound  that  a 
board  composed  in  part  of  gentlemen  at 
laige  elected  for  a  term  of  years,  and  m  part 
by  members  of  the  City  Council,  and  that  the 
members  of  this  body,  being  a  part  of  that  board, 
may  thereby  familiarize  themselves  with  its  poli- 
cy. I  say  it  has  proved  within  the  past  twenty 
years  thac  that  is  the  best  composition  of  boards 
which  are  entrusted  with  large  expenditures  of 
money,  and  it  does  stand  to  reason,  for  the  expe- 
rience of  this  city  has  shown  it  to  be  so.  The  only 
argument  now  advanced  by  the  friends  of  this 
ordinance  is  a  cheap  one,  and  it  is  that  we  cannot 
get  competent  men  to  serve  for  nothing.  Now,  sir, 
there  are  larger  private  trusts  than  this,  and  more 
exacting  demands  are  made  upon  private  indi- 
viduals by  private  trusts  in  many  positions  on  the 
street,  that  control  large  sums  of  money  and  de- 
mand a  greater  amount  of  time  than  is  required 
of  those  who  sei  ve  upon  tbe  Water  Board,  and  I 
think  the  demand  made  upon  the  members  of  this 
board  is  as  large  as  any  trust  we  have.  Compe- 
tent men  can  be  found,  if  there  is  not  an  effort  to 
make  a  board  so  high-toned  that  they  overlook 
men  willing  and  capable  of  serving.  An- 
other thing:  I  think  there  is  no  law  or 
ordinance  that  would  prevent  a  compensa- 
tion, or  a  salary  per  diem,  being  paid  to  those 
gentlemen  elected  at  1-irge.  I  think  that  plan 
would  enable  us  to  obviate  the  great  objection 
that  is  urged  against  the  present  board,  that  gen- 
tlemen cannot  give  their  time,  or  do  not.  We 
could  compensate  them  for  their  time;  and  now 
that  we  have  men  who  can  discharge  their  duties 
properly,  we  can  devise  soine  way  to  get  over  that 
difficulty  and  etill  maintain  that  which  I  think 
is  excellent  in  the  present  composition  of 
the    water    boards,    namely,    the     appointment 
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of  citizens  at  large  and  members  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil; and  I  do  maintain  that  it  is  wise  to  hold  to 
that  principle,  which  tbe  experience  of  the  Gov- 
ernment has  demoostrated  to  be  expedient,  and 
enables  members  of  the  Government  to  maintain 
intimate  connection  with  tbe  various  depart- 
ments. I  believe  it  is  wrong  to  abandon  the 
principle,  for  the  time  will  come  when  those 
boards  will  be  large  enough  to  attract 
the  attention  of  statesmen  who  will  reenact 
the  state  of  affairs  we  have  seen  in  New  York. 
It  is  inevitable.  You  cannot  legislate  men  hon- 
est. You  have  to  look  after  those  things  person- 
ally, and  if  you  do  not  tbe  men  who  are  not  hon- 
est will  run  away  with  the  whole  establishment. 
That  is  the  way  it  is  done  in  other  eifies.  I  am 
not  ready  to  do  so  here,  lam  not  ready  to  sur- 
render all  the  departments  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment and  allow  one  man  m  the  city  to  nominate 
these  ctminissioners,  upon  which  the  members  of 
the  City  Council  have  nothing  to  do  or  say  but  to 
ratify  the  nomination  by  a  yea  and  nay  vote.  In 
regard  to  tbe  argument  advanced  at  the  last 
meeting  that  these  boards  have  been  inefficient 
in  times  past,  I  say  tbatthe  stzength  of  any  com- 
mittee or  board  we  have  lies  in  tne  strength  of 
the  irdhiduals  themselves  and  not  in  the  way 
they  are  appointed,  if  we  have  gentlemen  willing 
to  attend  to  their  duty  and  have  done  it. 
The  fact  that  Mr.  McLean  has  withdrawn 
his  name  does  n't  militate  against  the 
position  I  have  assumed.  I  know  there 
was  strong  opposition  against  him,  and 
those  familiar  with  the  result  of  the  election  the 
other  evening  undei stood  it.  The  opposition  was 
gratified.  He  was  vouched  for  bv  his  friends,  and 
said  to  be  a  good  man  for  the  city.  Mr.  Cutter 
has  accepted  that  position,  knowing  that  there  is 
no  salary  to  the  office,  and  he  expected  it  to  cause 
a  large  demand  upon  his  time.  I  believe  that  if 
that  gentleman  is  what  his  friends  claim  foi  him, 
we  ceitaiuly  have  secured  another  good  officer  in 
that  capacity;  and  that  answers  another  objec- 
tion that  we  cannot  get  able  and  compe- 
tent men  to  take  tbe  position.  I  Relieve 
that  tne  present  composition  of  the  board  affords 
vastly  more  advantages  than  any  close  corpora- 
tion of  three,  from  whom  we  can  only  get  such  in- 
formation as  they  are  disposed  to  impart.  I  be- 
lieve that  the  system  of  commissions  must  result 
at  some  time  or  other  in  attracting  spoilsmen  to 
such  positions— when  we  have  a  chief  executive 
officer  who  has  less  strength  of  character  than  our 
present  Mayor  has -under  a  weak  administra- 
tion of  the  Government,  and  we  would  be 
powerless  to  prevent  it.  Then  tbe  public 
tiusts  would  be  betrayed,  and  the  whole  com- 
munity would  suffer.  We  should  then  be  power- 
less to  overturn  what  bns  been  done,  or  right  that 
which  has  been  abused.  I  don't  know  but  the 
Council  are  ready  to  enter  upon  such  a  course.  I 
am  not. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt  of  "Ward  16,  the  previ- 
ous question  was  ordered. 

Mr.  Whitmore  withdrew  bis  amendment,  and 
the  ordinance  was  rejected — yeas  30,  nays  36: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Biackett,  Burditt,  Crocker,  Cur- 
tis, Cusbmg,  Cusbman,  Day,  Felt,  Fitzgerald, 
Goldtbwait,  Guild,  Harmon,  Hiscock,  Jaques, 
Kimball,  Loring,  Morrison,  Newron,  Page,  Par- 
ker, Pierce,  Sampson,  Smith,  Sprague,  Sweetser, 
Wadsworth,  Whitmore,  Wilbur,  Willcutt,  Woods 
—30. 

Nays— Messrs.  Anderson,  Burgess,  Cawley, 
Clarke,  Collins,  Coyle,  Damon,  Devereux,  Dug- 
gan,  Edwards,  Fitzpatrick,  Flynn,  Harrigan, 
Hicks,  Kelly,  Kingsbury,  Kingsley,  Leighton, 
Long,  Moley,  Mooney,  Murray,  Noyes,  Osborne, 
Perkins,  Power,  Bice,  Shaw,  Sibley,  Stacey, 
Thacher,  Train,  Trull,  Walbridge,  Whitcomb, 
Wilson— 36. 

Mr. .Perkins  of  Ward  16  changed  from  yea  to 
nay  before  the  result  was  declared. 

SEVENTEENTH  OF  JUNE. 

The  report  and  order  appropriating  $30,000  for 
the  celebration  of  the  centennial  anniversary  of 
the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill  came  from  the  other 
branch  for  concurrence  in  the  passage  of  the 
order. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  moved  to  amend  the  or- 
der by  making  the  sum  $25,000  instead  of  $30,000. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20—1  desire  as  much  as  any 
member  of  this  Council  that  tbe  celebration  of  the 
day  shall  be  carried  on  in  a  becoming  manner,  and 
I  will  go  so  far  as  to  say  in  a  generous  man- 
ner, believing  as  I  do  that  it  will  be  the  great  day 
of  the  century.    After  looking  over  this  matter 


with  the  committee,  and  spending  a  good  deal  of 
time  upon  it,  and  seeing  everything  that  neer>s  to 
be  done,  I  think  it  can  be  done  with  that  amount 
of  money,  and  I  hope  the  amendment  will  not 
prevail.  I  hope  it  can  be  done  fot  as  small  a  sum 
as  any  member  may  desire,  but  I  don't  want  the 
committee  to  be  put  in  the  situation,  after  going 
on  and  doing  all  we  think  it  will  demand,  of  hav- 
ing to  come  here  and  ask  for  more  money.  If 
there  can  b«  any  saving,  and  if  anything  can  be 
cut  off,  I  will  go  as  far  as  any  one  to  do  it,  but  I 
hope  the  amendment  will  not  pass. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16—1  have  had  the  privi- 
lege of  looking  over  the  estimates  of  the  commit- 
tee who  have  charge  of  this  celebration,  and  they 
have  an  appropriation  of  something  like  $5000  for 
fireworks.  Now,  I  think  the  experience  of  the 
city  ol  Boston  is  that  fireworks  have  been  an  ex- 
pensive amusement.  I  have  been  informed 
that  the  prices  paid  by  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton for  fireworks  have  afforded  an  enor- 
mous profit.  I  think  that  in  the  hands  of  the  able 
and  excellent  committee  «ho  now  have  charge  of 
this  matter,  an  appropriation  of  $25,000  will 
be  sufficient  to  c«rry  out  this  celebration  credit- 
ably to  the  city  of  Boston,  especially  as  the  State 
has  already  appropriated  so  large  a  sum  of  money, 
for  tbe  expense  which  the  State  proper  will  have 
to  bear  will  be  a  very  small  proportion  of  the 
whole  (ost.  I  think  tbe  sum  of  $25,000  is  a  liberal 
one,  and  I  think  the  saving  of  $5000  should  receive 
serious  consideration. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20—1  think  of  saving  tbe 
$5000  wben'l  vote  against  paying  these  commis- 
sioners; but  if  this  day  is  to  be  pioperly  cele- 
brated, he  will  find  that  $25,000  wont  do  it.  If 
you  should  attempt  to  carry  it  out  as  individuals 
desire,  $50,000  would  n't  do  it.  Men  want  us  to 
entertain  every  regiment  and  organization  that 
comes  here.  I  have  been  tol3  that  tbe  city 
of  Philadelphia  expects  to  spend  a  million 
dollars  for  the  celebration  of  the  Fourth 
of  July,  1876;  but  here  we  aie  down  among 
the  thousands.  When  I  look  at  the 
approp nations*  for  the  Coliseum  and  the  Fourth 
of  July,  I  oon't  think  we  are  far  from  the  mark  in 
this  case.  The  thing  is,  it  you  don't  give  us  this 
much  money,  there  can  be  but  little  done;  and 
if  you  do,  we  will  do  as  near  as  we  can  what  we 
think  best  for  the  citizens,  and  it  there  is  any- 
thing left  I  sball  be  glart  of  it.  The  question  is, 
Are  you  afraid  to  trust  $30,000  with  tbe  commit- 
tee? If  the  occasion  does  not  require  it,  the 
money  will  not  be  spent. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9—1  should  like  to  ask  the 
Chairman  if  it  is  proposed  to  spend  any  portion 
of  this  monev  for  fireworks.  My  impression  is 
that  the  Council  will  be  willing  to  vote  the  sum 
asked  for,— I  should  be  willing  to  vote  to  place  it 
in  the  hands  of  a  judicious  committee  and  trust 
to  them  to  save  what  i  hey  could— but  I  should  like 
to  know  if  it  is  proposed  to  have  fireworks,  be- 
cause, as  one  member  of  the  Council,  I  am  op- 
posed to  that  class  of  expenditures. 

Mr.  Devereux  of  Ward  22— Don't  let  us  celebrate 
this  event,  this  great  event,  meanly,  or  in  a  spirit 
of  niggardliness.  Let  us  have  a  grand  good  time 
in  commemorating  that  event,  so  important  to  us 
—that  event  in  1775—  whatever  might  have  been 
said  of  Lexington  or  Concord,  as  to  tbe  birthday 
of  the  nation— which  v\  as  the  birthday  of  the  na- 
tion. If  we,  in  a  spirit  of  patrioiism,"  appreciate 
that  event  and  tbe  sacrifices  of  our  fathers,  and 
what  they  did  that  w  e  should  have  this  rich  in- 
heriiance,  I  pray  you  do  it  grandly. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— I  want  to  correct  a  state- 
ment made  by  tbe  gentleman  from  tbe  Bunker 
Hill  District  [Mr.  Sibley]  that  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia has  appropriated  a  million  dollars  for  the 
next  centennial.  She  has  already  appropriated 
two  millions  and  proposes  to  add  another  million. 
I  hope  this  sum  will  not  be  cut  down  one  cent; 
rather  let  us  enlarge  the  amount ;  I  believe  in  the 
amusement  of  the  people.  The  people  believe  in 
bonfires  and  to  everything  else  that  will  remind 
them  of  tbe  .past  and  teach  them  their 
duty.  I  go  for  enlarging  this  sum.  I  would  like 
to  know  how  this  $30,000  is  to  be  appropriated, 
but  I  don't  caie  to  begin  at  the  end  or  it.  Let  us 
do  everything  we  can  to  remind  the  people  of  the 
sacrifices  of  the  fathers  and  of  the  rights  which 
we  °njoy  through  their  great  losses.  I  go  for  en- 
larging the  sum.  I  would  like  to  hear  from  this 
committee  how  this  sum  is  to  be  appropriated, 
aDd  by  whom.  What  care  we  for  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  whether  she  cooperates  with  us  or 
not?  Have  you  done  so  heretofore ?  Did  they  do 
so  when  the  body  of  our  lamented   senator  was 
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brought  here.  No,  sir.  "We  aie  under  no  obliga- 
tions to  the  State  House;  we  are  a  power  in  our- 
selves, and  we  ought  to  exercise  tbat  power  here. 
I  don't  celieve  in  cutting  down  tbis  appropriation 
because  the  State  has  done  this,  that  or  the  other. 
I  believe  in  having  this  day  celebrated,  as  none  of 
us  will  see  it  celebrated  again.  I  believe  in  Bun- 
ker Hill,  as  I  do  in  Concord  and  Lexing- 
ton. I  belreve  that  eveiything  should  be 
done  in  this  celebiatior ;  and  1  believj  that 
the  city  of  Boston  should  have  done  a  great 
deal  more  at  that  celebration.  I  hope  we  snail 
give  this  order  a  unanimous  vote,  and  when 
the  Fourth  of  July  comes,  let  us  give  that  day  all 
it  deserves.  I  arn  not  in  favor  of  cutting  down 
the  appropriation  for  the  Fourth  of  July  be- 
cause of  the  great  centennial  celebration  which 
is  coming  on  the  Seventeenth  of  June.  Let 
Us  give  the  people  of  Boston  all  that  be- 
longs to  them  with  which  to  celebrate  the 
Fourth  of  July.  We  perhaps  may  not  spend, 
so  much  monev  for  sailing  regattas  as  heie- 
tofore ;  but  let  us  have  the  money  spent  m  a  way 
which  the  people  will  appreciate,  and  not  let  it  be 
confined  to  the  few  who  sail  upon  the  waters.  Let 
us  have  bonfires  and  illuminations !  For  heaven's 
sake,  don't  cut  down  the  appropriation  for  the 
Fourth  of  July,  nor  this  appropdation  either. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— I  move  to  amend  so  that 
the  committee  shall  consist  of  "His  Honor 
the  Mayor,  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, the  President  of  the  Common  Council  and 
one  membei  of  the  Common  Council  from  each 
warp,  with  such  as  the  Bjard  of  Aldermen  may 
join." 

Mr.  Whitrnore  of  Ward  4— Before  we  vote  upon 
either  amendment  that  has  been  proposed  I  think 
there  should  be  someunderstanding  of  the  matter 
raised  by  the  gentleman  fiom  Ward  5.  As  I  lis- 
tened to  the  reading  of  the  recommendation  of 
the  committee  I  understood  that  they  proposed 
that  an  appropriation  for  the  Fourth  of  July 
should  be  reduced;  and  we  have  now  on  the  table 
an  order  for  a  large  committee  and  an  appropria- 
tion of  $15,000.  Now,  sir,  though  I  de- 
sire that  we  should  have  a  grand  cele- 
bration of  the  Seventeenth  of  June,  I  do 
not  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5,  that 
the  celebration  of  the  Fourth  of  July  this  year 
ought  to  be  on  the  same  scale  that  it  has  been  in 
past  years.  It  would  seem  almost  unnecessary  to 
state  this  tact,  except  that  some  feeling  has  been 
shown  that  they  intended  to  celebrate  the  Fourth 
of  July  this  year  upon  the  usual  scale.  Now,  sir, 
the  order  upon  tte  table  is  in  such  a  shape  that  it 
is  rather  difficult  to  reach  at  this  time ;  but  certain- 
ly it  ought  to  be  amended  or  some  general  consent 
gained  as  to  what  action  will  be  taken  when  it  is 
reached.  If  it  is  intended  to  have  another  jaeat 
committee  on  the  Fourth  of  July,  with  an  expen- 
diture of  $15,000, 1  tnink  it  is  our  duty  to  keep  the 
appropriation  tor  the  Seventeenth  of  June  down 
to  $25,000.  I  thiDk  it  will  be  entirely  wiong  to 
divide  the  day  and  divide  up  the  two  celebrations 
in  an  unsatisfactory  mann°i .  I  hope  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  will  pievail ; 
also  the  larger  sum,  and  I  should  be  willing 
to  vote  for  a  still  larger  sum,  if  necessary, 
for  it  being  so  unusual  occasion,  the  suspicion 
of  extravagance  cannot  hereafter  be  quoted 
against  a  member.  But  in  regard  to  rhe  Fourth 
of  July,  I  think  we  ought  not  to  vote  a  large  sum, 
and  that  the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  ought  not  to  go  unchallenged. 

Mr.  Pagfe  of  Ward  9—1  understand  that  it 
is  the  intention  of  this  committee  to  use 
a  portion  ot  this  Eaooey  for  fireworks;  and 
I,  for  one,  am  ceitainly  opposed  to  spending 
any  of  it  for  that  purpose  I  have  had 
some  experience  m  times  past,  and  last 
vear  I  had  the  honor  to  serve  upon  a  sub-commit- 
tee on  the  Fourth  of  July  celebration.  We  con- 
tracted for  about  $3000  worth  of  fireworks,  and  it 
took  about  three  minutes  to  fire  off  what  we  fired 
at  all,  and  that  in  the  midst  of  a  raging  storm.  It 
really  amounted  to  nothing.  The  people  on  the 
Common  looked  for  them,  but  the  pyrotechnists 
did  n't  fire  them  off,  and  some  members  of  the 
committee  had  to  run  from  one  to  the  other  and 
fire  them  off  as  rapidly  as  they  could.  Two  years 
before  that  it  amounted  to  just  the  same;  they 
weie  a  total  failure  on  the  Common,  and  in  South 
Bostoy  quite  a  number  of  lives  were  lost  on  ac- 
count or  the  manner  in  which  the  works  were  set 
off.  I  think  it  entirely  unnecessary  to  provide  a 
sum  of  moi.ey  for  tnat  purpose,  and  if  it  is  the  in- 
tention of  the  committee  to  do  so,  I  hope  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman    from   Ward  16  will 
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prevail.  I  believe  the  amount  will  then  be  suffi- 
cient to  carry  out  the  ideas  of  the  committee  ex- 
cept m  regard  to  fireworks.  I  would  also  move 
an  amendment  to  his  amendment,  •'provided  that 
no  portion  of  the  money  be  used  for  fireworks." 

Mr.  Perkins  of  W*rd  16—1  would  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  7  what  are  his  reasons  for  de- 
siring so  large  a  committee? 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— My  reason  is  that  it  has 
been  the  custom  heretofore  to  appoint  a  large 
committee  on  occasions  of  this  kind.  At,  the  time 
of  the  Jubilee,  wh°n  $15,000  was  asked  for,  and. 
on  Fourth  of  Julys  we  have  had  one  member  of 
the  Council  from  each  ward.  As  I  understand  it, 
the  governor  of  every  State  and  the  mayor  of 
every  city  in  New  En'glauU  are  to  be  invited  here, 
and  it  will  be  i  possible  tor  this  small  committee 
to  take  care  of  the  guests.  I  have  had  some  ex- 
perience on  such  occasions  and  think  the  pro- 
posed committee  will  be  none  too  large  to  take 
care  of  the  guests. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9  The  question  I  asked  of 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  the  part  of 
this  branch  has  not  been  answered  except  indi- 
rectly by  my  colleague.  I  should  hope  that  no 
portion  of  the  money  will  be  used  for  fireworks, 
and  it  was  my  intention  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment similar  to  the  one  proposed  by  my 
colleague.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  5  thinks 
the  city  ought  to  be  lavish  in  bonfires.  1  think  we 
have  been  lavish  in  the  way  of  fires  during  the 
last  few  years,  in  one  of  which  we  spent  $75,000,- 
000.  I  think  we  can  afford  to  wait  before  spend- 
ing any  more  money  for  bonfires.  I  am  decidedly 
opposed  to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Waid  7  tor  enlarging  the  comuittee.  We  now 
have  a  very  judicious  committee.  It  is  large 
enough,  being  composed,  I  think,  of 
members,  who  also  act  in  connection 
a  committee  of  tue  Bunker  Hill  Associa- 
tion, and  the  committee  of  the  State.  It  is 
well  known  by  practical  business  men  that  small 
committees,  whose  members  are  selected  for  their 
peculiar  fitness  fur  the  duties,  can  perform  those 
duties  to  much  better  advantage  than  large  ones, 
and  much  better  results  can  be  obtained  from 
large  committees  chosen  in  this  way.  It  will  sim- 
ply be  a  gloiification  ana  a  jollification  on  the 
part  of  the  committee.  I  believe  tbat  by 
appointing  a  large  committee  a  great  deal 
of  the  amount  will  be  wasted,  and  the  celebra- 
tion might  result  to  our  shame  rather  than  our 
gloiification,  perhaps.  Therefore  I  hope  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  9  will  divide  his  motion,  so  as 
to  allow  an  amendment  that  no  part  of  the  $30,000 
shall  be  spent  for  fireworks.  I  also  hope  that  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  will 
not  prevail. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9—1  have  no  objection  to  the 
committee  having  all  the  money  that  is  necessary 
to  carry  out  the  programme  laid  out  for  the  cele- 
bration of  the  Seventeenth  of  June.  I  think  it 
should  be  celebrated  in  a  proper  and  generous 
manner.  But  I  have  been  informed  that  it  is  pro- 
posed by  the  committee  to  use  a  portion  of  this 
money  for  fireworks,  and  if  that  is  so  I  think  it  is 
perfectly  safe  for  us  to  take  from  the  appropria- 
tion the  amount  they  have  set  apart  for  that  pur- 
pose. Such  being  the  case,  I  think  it  is  parfectly 
safs  to  reduce  the  sum  to  $25,000  and  then  adopt 
an  amendment  that  no  part  of  the  remaining 
$25,000  shall  be  used  for  fireworks. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20— The  cotrmittee  have  not 
voted  to  spend  any  money  for  fireworks.  I  never 
saw  it  uutil  tonight,  when  it  was  shown  to  me  on  a 
piecf  of  paper.  Something  was  said  in  committee 
that  we  would  want  them.  We  drew  up  a  rough 
plan,  but  then  it  is  a  question  whether  it  wont  be 
necessary  to  do  other  things  to  carry  out  the  plan. 
It  was  mentioned  that  it  might  take  a  jarge  sum 
to  convey  the  guests  to  theground.  There  isnodis- 
position  on  the  part  of  the  committee  to  go  farther 
away  from  home  than  possible.  I  remember  that 
some  member  of  the  committee  spoke  of  the  fire- 
works, but  it  is  n't  in  the  paper  and  I  rever  saw  it 
till  it  came  to  my  desk  tonight.  There  has  only 
been  a  rough  estimate  made  of  the  amount  ot 
money  to  be  used  in  carrying  out  the  celebration 
of  the  day. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7— A  friend  of  mine 
suggests  that  it  is  rather  strange  fiat  we  should 
object  to  a  display  of  fireworks  on  the  Seventeenth 
of  June,  whe-n  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill  itself  was 
a  displav  of  fireworks.  I  think  the  objection  is  a 
reasonable  one.  Such  expenditures  heretofore 
have  been  useless  and  unnecessary,  and  mere 
than  that,  they  have  been  dangerous.  They 
last     but     a    few     minutes,   and     as     generally 
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managed  within  tbe  past  few  years,  have  re- 
sulted in  no  real  amusement,  but  rather 
in  bringing  peopJe  together  to  get  a  sound  drench- 
ing. I  see  no  occasion  for  fireworks.  I  wish  the 
money  intended  for  fireworks  would  oe  appropri- 
ated for  amusing  the  little  oues.  I  don't  know 
whether  anything  has  been  appropriated  for 
amusing  the  ?chool  children  on  tbe  Seventeenth 
of  June  or  not.  1  think  it  is  just  as  well 
for  them  to  be  amused  on  the  Seven- 
teenth of  June  as  older  people.  I  shall 
vote  for  the  original  appropriation,  bat  I 
shall  vote  against  enlarging  the  committee.  I  was 
a  member  of  the  Committee  on  the  Peace  Jubilee 
in  1872;  invitations  were  extended  to  the  Presi- 
dent, the  governors  of  States  and  mayors  of  cities, 
ministers  resident  in  Washington,  and  I  don't 
know  how  many  others,  and  we  had  eleven  or  thir- 
teen on  the  committee— I  have  forgotten  the  num- 
ber, but  it  was  n't  large — and  I  would  say  that 
half  of  that  number  could  have  looked  after 
all  the  guests  that  came.  I  believe  we 
had  some  four  or  five  goverrors  ;  we 
had  one  governor  who  had  more  fam- 
ily than  all  the  other  governors  who  fame  to  honor 
us  on  that  occasion.  We  had  some  ministers  resi- 
dent at  Washington,  and  a  few  presidents  of 
boaids  of  trade,  and  I  think  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  9  will  bear  me  out  in  saying  that  half  of 
the  committee  could  have  amused  and  enter- 
tained the  guests.  There  was  an  attempt 
to  increase  the  committee  then  to  one  from, 
each  ward,  but  I  did  n't  see  any  neces- 
sity for  it.  If  the  money  is  expended  ju- 
diciously and  economically,  it  can  be  done  better 
by  a  committee  of  five  or  six;  the  guests  will  be 
better  accommodated  and  entertained  by  a  small 
committee  than  a  large  one.  They  can  all  be  ac- 
commodated at  three  or  four  hotels,  and  I  don't 
see  the  necessity  for  increasing  the  committee  to 
twenty-eight  or  twenty-nine  members  of  the 
Council  and  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  It  is  alto- 
gether unnecessary,  and  I  shall  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6—1  think  it  is  the  general 
opinion  of  the  public  aDd  of  this  Council  that 
$30,000  would  be  none  too  much  to  appropriate 
for  this  celebration.  Comparisons  will  certainly 
be  drawn  the  following  year  by  those  who  attend 
the  celebration  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  That 
one  'vill  be  «o  much  more  magnificent  than  any- 
thing we  can  attempt  here,  that  we  should  give  no 
opportunity  to  our  friends,in  their  satisfaction, to 
draw  invidious  comparisons  or  to  say  we  have  been 
mean  in  our  appropriation,  or  inhospitable  to 
those  who  come  to  see  us.  Certainly,  once  in  a 
hundred  years,  tbe  city  of  Boston,  the  centre  al- 
most of  the  most  prominent  events  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary War,  ought  to  be  able  to. celebrate  in  a  lib- 
eral manner.  Thirty  thousand  dollars  is  not  a 
large  sum  for  a  great  city  like  this— made 
great  by  the  annexation,  from  time  to 
time,  of  f>  number  of  large  towns.  Indeed,  I 
do  not  think  it  would  be  a  large  sum  of 
money  if  it  were  only  the  old  city  of  Bos- 
ton before  a  single  annexation  bad  been  made; 
and  this  I  believe  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the 
public  generally.  I,  like  some  others,  cannot 
agree  that  this  committee  should  be  increased  to 
twenty-eight  or  thirty  members,  or  one  from  each 
ward,  and  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  I  believe  that 
the  proposed  adaition  to  the  committee  means 
the  appropriation  of  a  portion  of  that  $30,000  for 
a  good  time  which  the  members  will  have  for 
tbemselves.  It  certainly  means  nothing  else 
than  extra  carriage  hire  and  cigars  and  din- 
ners at  hotels,  which  they  propose  to  enjoy 
at  the  city's  expei.se.  We  have  a  com- 
mittee of  eight  gentlemen  whom  all  know  to  be 
thoroughly  reliable;  they  have  already  sketched 
out  a  programme  which  I  think  they  can  carry 
out  to  the  satisfaction  of  al'  concerned,  and  so 
large  a  committee  as  would  be  created  by  the  ad- 
dition of  one  from  each  ward  would  actually 
make  it  a  matter  of  difficulty  to  carry  out  the  cel- 
ebration in  proper  form.  But  while  oppos- 
ing so  iarge  a  committee  I,  like  others 
who  have  spoken  on  this  subject,  would  most  cor- 
dially vote  for  $30,000,  or  even  more,  that  the 
city  of  Boston  might  make  a  creditable  figure  in 
this  centennial  celebration,  for  it  is  very  im- 
portant at  this  time  for  us  to  do  so.  Not  only  the 
eyes  or  this  country,  but  those  of  other  countries, 
are  upon  us.  You  may  be  sure  that  the 
jealous  press  of  the  city  of  New  York  will 
pick  out  and  misrepresent  the  slightest  fail- 
ure or  accident  that  takes  place  here  in 
carrying  out  the  programme,  and  it  will  be  pre- 
sented therein  its  most  distorted  form.      Let  us 


not  give  them  the  slightest  reason  for  doing  so, 
but  make  such  arrangements  as  will  fulfil  public 
expectation  and  be  worthily  commemorative  of 
the  grand  effort  made  by  our  fathers  for  national 
independence. 

Mr.  Sampson  of  Ward  10— As  one  of  the  com- 
mittee I  desire  to  explain  in  regard  to  the  esti- 
mates for  an  appropriation  for  fireworks.  No  es- 
timate for  fireworks  has  been  made  by  the  tom- 
mittee,  and  in  fact  when  that  brauch  of  the  cele- 
bration was  spoken  of  it  was  disapproved  of.  I 
think  thf  estimate  reached  by  the  committee  was 
$25,000,  and  the  reason  given  for  asking  for  $30,- 
000  was  that  other  matters  might  come  up  neces- 
sitating the  spending  of  more  money  than  ihat, 
and  they  thought  best  to  ask  for  sufficient  rather 
than  come  here  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Long  of  Ward  8—1  hope  we  shall  not  in- 
struct the  committee  what  they  shall  do  with  this 
money  when  appropriated.  One  individual  may 
recommend  that  fireworks  should  be  used  and 
anotber  that  they  should  not;  and  if  we  take 
every  man's  advice  there  will  be  nothing  for  the 
committee  to  do.  I  think  che  committee  are  per- 
fectly competent  to  decide  that,  and  I  shall  be  de- 
cidedly oppotea  to  restricting  them  in  what  they 
shall  do  with  it.  In  regard  to  fireworks,  I  have 
been  in  favor  of  them;  there  is  no  one  item  more 
gratifying  to  strangers  than  fireworks,  and  I  hope 
it  will  be  left  to  the  committee  to  introduce  that 
branch  as  they  please. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4—1  desire  to  give  one 
reason  in  favor  of  the  appointment  of  a  larger 
committee  than  this.  In  tne  first  place,  I  think  it 
will  enable  us  to  dispense  with  a  large  committee 
on  the  Fourth  of  July.  But,  in  the  second  nlace, 
it  *eems  ro  me  that  gentlemen  who  have  spoken 
against  enlarging  the  present  committee,  have 
overlooked  the  fact  that  there  will  be  a  great  deal 
going  on  in  the  city  proper.  It  is  not  to  be  a 
Charlestown  affair.  The  whole  city  will  take  part 
in  it  and  be  represented.  It  will  be  necessary  to 
have  a  great  deal  going  on  in  other  parts  of 
the  city  as  well  as  Charlestown,  and  it  seems  to 
me  it  will  be  right  and  proper  to  have  a  commit- 
tee sufficiently  large,  so  that  sub-committees  shall 
have  charge  of  the  various  entertainments.  It 
will  be  evident  to  the  members  of  this  Council 
that  geographically  it  will  be  impossible  to  have 
the  entire  display  limited  to  the  Charlestown 
wards ;  there  is  not  room  enough  there,  and  it  will 
be  necessary  to  have  a  goo  .  deal  going  on  ou  this 
sids  of  tbe  river.  To  do  it  light  and  proper 
we  ought  to  have  a  large  committee.  To  meet 
one  of  the  objections  to  a  large  committee  I  would 
move  an  amendment  to  the  effect  that  the  com- 
mittee cousist  of  twenty-one  members,  including 
one  member  from  each  ward  not  now  represented 
upon  the  committee. 

Mr.  Plynn  of  Ward  7— The  gentleman  from 
Waid  7  gave  a  little  of  his  experience  in  '72,  as 
one  of  the  committee  on  the  Jubilee.  If  tbe  gen- 
tleman will  remember,  there  was  nothing  for  the 
committee  to  do  at  that  time  but  go  to  the  depots 
and  receive  the  guests  and  tak"  them  to  the  hotel, 
dine  them  and  wine  them  and  ride  around  with 
them.  Here  is  an  appropriation  of  $30,000,  and 
there  are  a  grpat  many  things  to  be  done  by  this 
committee  besides  taking  care  of  the  guests.  I 
don't  think  that  one  member  from  each  ward  is 
too  manv,  judging  from  my  experience  on  Fourth 
of  July  committees. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  am  gratified  to  hear 
from  my  friend  from  Ward  9  in  regard  to  "bon- 
fires." I  presume  that  if  he  had  been  a  member 
of  the  Council  at  that  time  we  shoulo  n't  have 
had  the  "bonfires"  which  cost  the  owners  of  prop- 
erty in  my  ward  $60,000,000.  It  is  to  be  regretted, 
sic,  that  the  gentleman  was  n't  a  member  of  the 
Council  at  the  time,  to  have  prevented  that  great 
bonfire.  Now  with  regard  to  my  friend  from 
Ward  7,  who  went  to  the  Peace  Jubilee.  He 
thinks  it  wholly  unnecessary  to  have  such  a  large 
committee.  He  was  on  that  committee,  and  the 
Jubilee  lasted  two  weeks,  more  or  less.  They  were 
not  confined  to  one  day,  as  this  celebration  is  to  be. 
There  are  hundreds  of  thousands  of  peo- 
ple from  all  parts  of  the  country  who  will  be  here 
to  be  entertained  in  a  single  day.  Can  this  small 
committee  of  half  a  dozen— however  great  they 
may  be,  however  experienced  they  may  be  in  en- 
tertaining guests — attend  on  that  day,  with  the 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  people  in  this  city, 
when  the  governors  and  mayors  and  all  kinds  of 
officers  shall  be  here  to  oe  entertained  in  a  single 
day,  and  then  ride  about  in  carriages,  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  6  says.  Let  him  imagine 
the  people  riding  about  in  carriages  with  hun- 
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dreds  of  thousands  of  people  in  the  city.  Think 
of  the  eminent  men  to  be  taken  caie  of !  I  am  in 
favor  of  a  large  committee,  and  I  hope  it  will  be 
appointed.  As  to  the  tire  works,  I  think  it  is 
beginning  at  the  small  end,  goiog  in  at  the  spigot 
and  out  at  the  bunghole.  No  matter  what 
the  expenditure  may  be,  it  is  for  the  enter- 
tainment of  the  people;  and  what  are  all 
these  entertainments  worth  if  they  are  not  for 
the  benefit  of  the  people?  We  freshen  their 
recollections  of  the  past,  and  inspirit  posterity 
for  the  future :  our  children  shall  be  reminded  of 
the  past ;  bonfires  are  for  the  entertainment  of 
the  people.  What  matters  it  if  it  costs  the  city 
treasury  $40,000  or  $50,000?  The  people  who  come 
here  spend  and  leave  here  very  much  more  than 
that  sum,  and  somebody  in  the  city  gets  it ;  the 
poor  people  of  the  city  get  it ;  mechanics,  laboring 
men,  the  real  bone  and  sinew  of  the  land,  receive 
this  money,  if  it  is  circulated  among  the  people. 
It  comes  from  the  pockets  of  the  rich ;  everybody 
is  entertained,  and  everybody  is  delighted 
upon  such  a  day.  Now,  sir,  let  us  have 
a  committee  of  one  from  each  ward,  who  will 
spend  that  day  in  doing  honors  to  the  strangers 
coming  among  us.  Suppose  they  do  ride  about  in 
carriages,  and  suppose  they  do  spend  $5000— they 
can't  possibly  spend  $500  for  carriages,  to  save 
their  lives— it  is  a  paltry  sum.  Whether  it  is 
necessary  to  cut  down  the  appropriation  for  the 
Fourth  of  July,  I  care  not;  but  upon  this  centen- 
nial day  let  us  h.ve  the  largest  celebration  and 
the  largest  committee,  and  let  them  do  all  the 
honors  which  belong  to  that  great  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Parker  of  Ward  14,  the  main 
question  was  ordered. 

Mr.  Page's  amendment  (fireworks)  was  lost. 

Mr.  Perkins's  amendment  ($25,000)  was  lost. 

Mr.  Flynn  accepted  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Whit  more. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Parker,  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered  on  Mr.  Flynn's  amendment  and  it 
was  adopted— yeas  39,  nays  26. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Anderson,  Burgess,  Cawley,  Col- 
lins, Coyle,  Cushing,  Cushman,  Damon,  Day,  Dev- 
ereux,Duggan,  Ed  wards,  Fitzpatrick,  Blynn,  Har- 
rigan,  Hicks,  Hiscock,  Ktlley,  Kingsbury,  Kings- 
ley,  Leighton,  Long,  Moley,  Murray,  Noyes,  Os- 
borne, Power,  Rice,  Shaw,  Sibley,  Stacey.Thach- 
er,  Tram,  Trull,  Walbridge*  Whitcomb,  Whitinore, 
Wilson,  Woods— 39. 

Nays— Messrs.  Brackett,  Burditt,  Clarke,  Crock- 
er, Curtis,  Felt,  Fitzgerald,  Guild,  Harmon, 
Jaques,  Kimball,  Lormg,  Mooney,  Morrison, 
Newton,  Page,  Parker,  Perkins,  Pierce,  Sampson, 
Smith,  Sprague,  Sweetser,  Wadsworth,  Wilbur, 
Willcutt— 26. 

The  order  as  amended  was  then  passed  to  a  sec- 
ond reading  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20,  and  then  passed 
— yeas  62,  nays  2;  Messrs.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  and 
Thacher  of  Ward  15  voting  nay. 

Following  is  the  order  as  amended,  with  the 
Common  Council  amendment  quoted: 

That  his  Honor  tb3  Mayor,  the  Chairman  of  the 
Board  ot  Aldermen,  and  the  President  of  the 
Common  Council,  with  the  joint  special  commit- 
tee, to  which  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Mayor's 
inaugural  address  as  relates  to  the  centennial 
celebration  of  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  "and  one 
member  or  the  Common.  Council  from  each  ward 
not  now  represented  on  said  committee,  with  such 
as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,"  be  authorized 
to  make  suitable  arrangements  on  thfi  part  of  the 
city  of  Boston  for  the  celebration  of  said  anniver- 
sary, and  that  said  committee  he  authorized  to 
exoend  for  that  purpose  the  income  of  the  Foss 
Fund  and  the  Babcock  Fund,  and  in  addition 
thereto  a  sum  not  exceeding  $30,000;  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Incidentals. 

RECORDS  OF  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitcomb,  the  special  assign- 
ment for  8%  o'clock,  viz.,  first  order  in  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Library,  on  the 
petition  of  M.  P.  Wilder  in  regard  to  city  records 
(City  Doc.  No.  46, 1875),  7/as  taken  up,  and  special- 
ly assigned  to  nine  o'clock  on  next  Thursday  even- 
ing. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

The  following  orders  for  the  care  of  public 
grounds,  the  purcha-e  of  materials,  etc.,  lor  the 
same,  were  read  a  second  time  and  passed,  in  con- 
currence: Authorizing  a  contract  for  the  care  of 
public  grounds  and  trees  in  the  streets  of  East 
Boston,  at  not  exceeding  $900 ;  authorizing  a  con- 
tract for  the  care  of  Blaokstone,  Franklin, 
Worcester  and  Lowell  squares  and  Union  park,  at 


not  exceeding  $1650;  of  $2500  for  improvement 
of  public  grounds  near  Jamaica  Pond;  of 
$10,000  in  hiring  laborers  and  keeping  in 
good  order  and  condition  the  Common,  Pub- 
lic Garden  and  other  public  grounds  not 
provided  for;  of  $1500  in  hiring  teams  for 
work  on  the  public  grounds;  of  $200  for  tools  for 
the  Common,  etc.,  and  repairs  on  the  same;  of 
$500  for  trees  and  shrubs  for  the  public  grounds; 
of  $1500  for  sods  for  public  grounds ;  of  $250  for 
grass  and  other  seeds  foi  Common,  etc. ;  of  $1500 
for  loam  for  the  public  grounds;  of  $900  tor  ma- 
nure for  Common,  etc. ;  of  $6000  for  red  gravel  for 
paths  on  public  grounds;  of  $1000  in  paying  tor 
use  of  water  and  for  watering  the  streets  around 
the  public  grounds. 

Order  for  improvement  of  Orchard  park,  at  an 
expense  not  exceeding  $2000.  Referred,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  13,  to  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Common  and  Squares. 

Certificate  of  the  election  of  Joseph  P.  Paine 
and  John  E.  Btakemore  as  trustees  of  Mt.  Hope 
Cemetery  for  two  years. 

Messrs.  Willcutt  of  Ward  17,  Stacey  of  Ward  21 
and  Cushing  of  Ward  4  were  appointed  a  commit- 
tee to  collect  and  count  votes.    They  reported — 

Whole  number  of  votes 40 

Necessary  to  a  choice 21 

Joseph  P.  Paine 36 

John  E.  Blakemore 37 

G.  A.  Shaw 1 

J.  W.  Steere 1 

Daniel  Pratt 1 

Benjamin  Dean ....  1 

And  Messrs.  Paine  and  Blakemore  weie  declared 
elected  m  concurrence. 

Certificate   of   election   of   Newton  Talbot    as 
Commissioner  of  the  Sinking  Fund  for  two  years. 
Messrs.  Long  of  Ward  8,  Trull  of  Ward  20,  and 
Edwards  of  Ward  15  were  appointed   a  commit- 
tee to  collect  and  count  votes.    They  reported — 

Whole  number  of  votes 36 

Necessary  for  a  choice 19 

Newton  Talbot  had 28 

A.  Beal 1 

Samuel  Little 1 

George  Shaw 1 

G.  A.  Shaw 1 

Charles  J.  Morrill 1 

No  quorum  having  voted,  another  ballot  was  or- 
dered on  motion  of  Mr.  Thather  of  Ward  15. 

Whole  number  of  votes 46 

Necessary  to  a  choice 24 

Newton  Talbot 36 

G  A.  Shaw 7 

C.J.Morrill 3 

Charles  Morrill 1 

C.  Guild 1 

W.  G.  Thacher 1 

W.  Crosby 1 

S.  Little..' 1 

J.  W.  Steere 1 

And  Mr.  Talbot  was  declared  elected  in  concur- 
rence. 

CURB  ON  TREMONT-STREET  MALL. 

The  order  authorizing  a  transfer  to  next  year's 
account  of  the  sum  beretofors  appropriated  for 
laying  a  curb  aiong  Tremont  street  mall,  and  to 
advertise  for  proposals  for  laying  said  curb,  came 
up  as  unfinished  business,  and  Mr.  Cushing  of 
Ward  4  moved  to  amend  by  substituting  the  fol- 
lowing : 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  a*>d 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  set  apart,  of  the  appro- 
priation for  Common  and  Squares  of  the  years 
1874-75,  the  sum  of  $10,000,  specially  appropriated 
for  edgestone  along  Tremont-street  mall,  and 
carry  the  said  appropriation  for  that  object  to  the 
financial  year  1875-76. 

Mi.  Sprague  of  Ward  4  objected  to  deciding  the 
question  of  putting  a  curb  on  the  mall,  as  there 
was  to  be  ooposition  to  it.  and  he  moved  to  strike 
out  the  last  clause,  empowering:  the  committee  to 
contract  for  placing  the  curb  there. 

Mr.  Cushing  accepted  the  amendment  and  the 
order  was  passed.    Sent  up. 

ARMORIES. 

Orderc  authorizing  expenditures  of  not  exceed- 
ing the  following-  amounts  on  armories,  viz.,  1. 
Company  C,  Ninth  Regiment,  at  1557  Washington 
street,  $300.  2.  Company  A,  Fifth  Regiment,  on 
Elm  street,  Charlestowo,  $250.  3.  Company  G, 
Ninth  Regiment,  at  11  City  square,  Charlestown, 
$200.    Severally  passed— yeas  42,  nays  0.    Sent  up. 

WATER  PIPES. 

The  order  for  a  loan  of  $100,000,  to  be  added  to 
the  amount  borrowed  for  the  purchase  of  water 
pipes,  etc.,  for  Wards  17  ana  19,  to  be  used  for  the 
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same  purpose  and  for  laying  down  said  pipes,  was 
laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward 9. 

PETITION  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Spragne  of  Ward  4— Remonstrance  of 
Abbott  Lawrence,  et  al„  remonstrating  against 
the  placing;  of  a  curb  on  Tremont-street  mall 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Common,  etc. 

By  Mr.  Tiain  of  Ward  13— Petition  of  Joseph 
Nicterson  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on  Hun- 
neman  street.  Referred  to  Joint  Special  Commit- 
tee on  Northampton-street  Di  strict. 

By  Mr.  Burgess  of  Ward  3 — Petition  of  John 
Watersdorf  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building 
at  100  D  street.  Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

ADDITIONAL    SCHOOL  ACCOMMODATIONS. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  submitted  reports  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Instruction  on  the  re- 
quests of  the  School  Committee  for  additional  ac- 
commodations for  the  Auburn  Primary  School, 
Brighton,  and  for  better  accommodations  for  the 
school  for  deaf  mutes,  severally  recommending 
the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  furnish  additional  accommo- 
dations for  the  Auburn  Primary  School,  Brighton 
District ;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Schoolhouses,  Public  Buildings. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commiitee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  fit  up  and  furnish  the  vacant 
primary-school  building  on  Warrenton  stieet  for 


the  use  of  the  school  for  deaf  mutes;  the  expense 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  School- 
houses,  Public  Buildings. 
Severally  read  once. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr.  Piyun  of  Ward  7  moved  a  reconsideration 
of  the  vote  by  which  the  ordinance  establishing  a 
Water  Board  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Brack ett  of  Ward  10  moved  that  the  Council 
adjourn.    Lost. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  inquired  if  a  quorum  was 
present,  and  a  count  disclosed  the  fact  that  there 
was  not. 

Mi.  Flynn  withdrew  his  motion  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  Kimball  raised  the  point  that  no  business 
could  be  done  while  a  quorum  was  not  present. 

The  President  said  it  could  be  done  if  no  objec- 
tion is  made. 

Mr.  Kimball  raised  the  ■point  that  the  President 
must  declare  the  Council  adjourned  when  it  ap- 
peared that  no  quorum  was  present. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  the  Chair  had  no  power  to  de- 
clare the  Council  adjourned;  it  could  not  be  found 
in  parliamentary  usage  in  this  country,  though  it 
was  competent  for  some  member  to  move  to  ad- 
journ even  if  there  were  ODly  two  present. 

The  Presidfcnt — The  gentleman  is  out  of  order; 
the  Chair  is  aware  that  this  is  a  vexed  question, 
but  so  far  as  the  Common  Council  is  concerned 
the  Chair  is  of  the  opinion  that  he  was  in  the  right, 
and  therefore  does  declare  the  Council  adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

APRIL    26,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS   CONFIRMED. 

Special  Police  Officers— George  O.  Carpecter, 
Alvin  B.  Libby,  Christian  Church,  Tyler  street; 
George  W.  Peck,  Congregational  House;  William 
H.  Matthews,  Bacon's  Hall  and  its  vicinity,  Rox- 
bury;  George  G.  Vinal,  Ferdinand  and  Winches- 
ter streets;  William  H.  Hern,  Church  street  and 
its  vicinity;  Edmund  Meloney,  7  Green  street  and 
its  vicinity;  John  Roach,  St.  Joseph's  Church, 
Roxbury;  John  Fullerton,  Baltimore  &  Norfolk 
Steamship  Company;  Charles  A.  Bodge,  Franklin 
and  Charles  streets;  John  Seymour,  7  Wall  street 
and  its  vicinity ;  Charles  E.  Stone,  Monument- 
square  Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  Dennis  M. 
Cleary,  Bunker  Bill  street  and  its  vicinity;  Steb- 
bins  H.  Dumas,  Arlington  House  and  its  vicinity. 

Weigher  of  Coal — Jeremiah  Howe. 

Agents, under  provisions  of  chapter  93,  statutes 
1875,  to  take  the  decennial  census  in  the  city  of 
Boston— George  Sampson,  Orlando  H.  Davenport, 
Herbert  Bent,  William  A.  Brigham,  William  '  A. 
Cole,  Elisha  G.  Copeland,  Elmer  H.  Crooker, 
James  F.  Dunn,  John  Field,  Jr.,  Josiah  Q.  Fuller, 
William  M.  Herrick,  George  B.  Hey  wood,  Moses 
H.  Hobbs,  Charles  H.  Hovey,  Samuel  H.  Hunne- 
man,  Charles  G.  Hunt,  George  M.  Hyde,  John 
Jackson,  James  C.  Kenyon,  James  H.  Lord, Frank 
C.   MacConnell,    Charles    D.   W.  Marcy,    Darius 

A.  Martin,  Thomas  H.  Mayo,  William  E.  Murdock, 
Harlan  P.  Paige,  Ge  >rge  H.  Pease,  Henry  J.  Poole, 
Simeon  H.  Presbrey,  Samuel  Spyvee,  Jr.,  William 

B.  Stacey,  T.  Whiting  Stevens,  Jr.,  William  H. 
Ware,  H.  H.  Whipple,  Peter  C.  C.  Whitcomb,  J. 
Fletcher  Whitney,  William  P.  Wbitechurch. 

ORDERS   OF  NOTICE    RECOMMITTED. 

The  orders  of  notice  for  hearings  on  expediency 
of  constructing  sewers  in  Wall*  street,  Charles- 
town,  and  in  Centre  and  Amory  stieers,  through 
private  land  to  Boylston  street,  in  Boylsion  street 
and  in  Boylston  avenue,  were  considered.  No  one 
appeared  to  object,  and  the  subjects  were  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  George  H.  Wal- 
cott,  for  a  hearing  on  the  subject  of  granting  him 
a  billiard  license  at  City  .Point. 

True  West,  for  leave  to  run  a  line  of  coaches 
from  Roxbury  to  the  North  End  depots,  via 
Pynchon  and  Tremont  streets,  Scollay  square, 
and  Court,  Chardon  and  Portland  streets;  and 
petitions  of  E.  C.  Kingsbury,  C.  B.  Farmer,  R.  E. 
Weeks  et  al.,  m  aid  of  the  same. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  W.E.Woodward,  remonstrance  against 
the  location  of  stable  by  S.  J.  Bradlee  at  250  Dud- 
ley street. 

M.  Judd,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new  wood  and 
brick  staple  for  three  horses  on  Merrimack  street, 
No.  127. 

Joseph  P.  Shav ,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  stable  for  two  horses  on  Brookside  ave- 
nue, Jamaica  Plain. 

Smith  Richard ?,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  stable  for  four  horses  on  Austin  street,  79 
and  81,  Ward  20. 

H.  I.  Hayward,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new  wood- 
en stable  for  two  horses,  on  1st  corner  Wheatland 
avenue,  Ward  16. 

William  Nichols,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old 
wooden  stable  for  one  horse  on  Travers  street, 
No.  86. 

Daniel  Roddan  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old  wood-  i 
en  stable  for  eleven  additional  horses  on  Merri- 
mac  street,  numbers  133-135 

To  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  Centenni- 
al Celebration.  James  Allen  &  Son,  for  leave  to 
make  a  balloon  ascension  io  this  city  on  June  17. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Joseph  H.  Beale, 
for  leave  to  move  a  wooden  building  from  School 
•street  to  Whitfield  street,  Ward  16. 

Catherine  McCully,  for  edgestones  and  brick 
sidewalk  on  Brighton  avenue. 

W.  P.  Cioss,  for  brick  sidewalk  at  22  Mercer 
sire  st. 


Boston  &  Northwestern  Railroad  Company,  for 
approval  of  a  location  io  this  city. 

John  eavanagh,  to  move  wooden  building  from 
Brown  avenue  to  unnamed  street,  corner  Pine 
street. 

John  Dunnigan,  that  sidewalks  be  laid  on  De- 
catur street,  between  Bunker  Hill  and  Vine  streets. 

S.  &  D.  Richards,  to  move  a  wooden  building 
from  Church  court  to  396  Bunker  Hill  street.  Re- 
ferred with  full  powers  on  motion  of  Alderman 
Harris. 

Henry  S.  Washburn  et  al.,  that  Lewis  street, 
East  Boston,  be  paved  with  granite  blocks. 

How  I  and,  Luce  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  maintain  a 
hoisting  beam,  etc.,  on  Albany  street,  at  corner  of 
Genesee  street. 

James  Alexander,  agent  Cunard  line  steamers, 
that  Lewis  street,  East  Boston,  be  paved  with 
granite  blocks. 

Nathaniel  Phillips  et  al.,  that  Bowdoin  street, 
Ward  16,  be  put  in  order. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Common,  etc.  C.  F. 
Donnelly  et  al.,  in  aid  of  the]  petition  of  T.  A. 
Splaine,  for  leave  to  take  charge  of  the  boats  on 
Public  Garden  Pond. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
Boston  University,  for  removal  of  certain  restric- 
tions O"  land  on  East  Concord  street,  sold  by  the 
city  to  die  New  England  Female  Medical  College. 

Mary  U.  Johnson,  that  the  city  take  back  a  lot 
of  land  on  Newbury  street  and  refund  such  Dait 
of  the  money  paid  as  may  be  deemed  equitable. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Israel  Huckins,  to  be  paid  for  land  taken 
at  734  Shawmut  avenue. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  S.  H.  Munson,  for  leave  to 
erect  a  woooen  budding  situated  near  Rogers 
avenue,  Ward  15. 

James  S.  Bean,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden 
building  si'uated  on  Hittioger's  wharf,  Water 
street,  Ward  20. 

Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Company  to  erect  a 
wooden  building  on  Grand  Junction  whart. 

Eben  P.  olivei,  to  erect  a  wooden  building  at  37 
Monmooth  street,  Ward  1. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  E.  M.  Cobb,  for  a 
sewer  in  South  Market  stieet,  from  Commercial 
street  to  Atlantic  avenue. 

Patrick  McMorrow,  et  al.,  foi  leave  to  fill  up  the 
old  channel  of  Stony  Brook  on  their  premises. 

J  J.  McCarthy  et  al  ,  tor  a  sewer  in  Cherry 
street,  between  Dove  and  Quincy  streets. 

Jonn  S.  Leonard  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Adams 
street,  Ward  16. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Northampton- street 
District.  Notice  of  Jonas  B.  Hildreth  of  surren- 
der of  interest  in  estate  of  Andrew  W.  Newman  on 
Northampton-street  District. 

METROPOLITAN    RAILROAD. 

Petitions  were  received  from  the  Metropolitan 
Railroad  as  follows: 

For  a  double  track  on  Columbus  avenue  from 
Berkeley  street  to  Park  square,  thence  through 
Park  square  to  connect  with  the  tracks  now  laid  in 
Berkeley,  Boylston  and  Charles  streets. 

For  a  turnout  on  Tremont  street  near  Hillside 
avenue. 

Severally  referred  to  Committee  on  Paving. 

For  leave  to  construct  a  temporary  track  from 
Clarendon  street  to  Dartmouth  street,  with  suita- 
ble connections,  for  the  purpose  of  accommodat- 
ing visitors  to  Barnum's  Hippodrome. 

Alderman  Power  stated  that  it  was  desirable  to 
lay  this  track  as  soon  as  possible,  for  the  purpose 
of  accommodating  visitors  to  the  Hippodrome, 
and  he  moved  that  the  petition  be  granted,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

Alderman  Wortbington  wanted  to  know  what 
was  intended.  Since  he  had  been  in,  the  temDora- 
ry  tracks  had  been  allowed,  but  it  was  impossible 
to  get  them  up,  as  for  instance  the  track  in  State 
street.  It  is  time  for  the  city  to  make  a  little  in- 
vestigation into  wbat  the  railroads  are  after,  in 
netitioning  for  tracks  in  almost  every  street. 

Alderman  Power  understood  it  to  be  solely  for 
the  accommodation  of  those  going  to  the  exhibi- 
tion, and  as  one  of  the  committee  he  would  not  do 
anything  toward  a  permanent  track  there  without 
bringing  the  matter  before  the  Boaid. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  the  Committee  on 
Licenses  ha'i  no. official  intimation  that  the  Hippo- 
drome was  to  be  exhibited  in  Boston. 

Alderman  Worthington  moved  to  amend  by  pro- 
viding that  the  track  be  removed  on  the  day  after 
the  exhibition. 

Alderman  Prescott  moved  as  a  substitute  that 
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the  whole  matter  be  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on 
Paving,  as  they  could  repoit  back  in  a  week. 

Alderman  Power  believed  the  petition  for  a 
temporary  track  was  made  in  good  faith  and  the 
committee  would  cot  grant  it  unless  they  were 
corvinced  that  it  was  so. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  that  was  precisely 
the  con oition  under  which  tbe  State-street  track 
was  laid,  and  yet  it  bas  been  impossible  to  remove 
it,  and  he  did  not  want  any  more  of  that;  business. 
He  had  no  objection  to  alio  ving  it  to  remain  two 
davs  after  the  exhibition. 

Alderman  Power  did  n't  think  the  road  was  to 
blame  for  letting  the  track  iemain  in  State  street, 
siace  the  Board  had  virtually  given  a  permit  to  let 
it  reman). 

Alderman  Worthington  denied  that  any  permit 
had  been  given  ;  the  Board  had  simply  refused  to 
pass  an  order  requiring  iis  removal. 

Alderman  Burrage  fhougbtthe committee  would 
have  no  objection  to  Alderman  Worthiugtou's 
amendment,  as  one  of  the  conditions  of  granting 
the  permit  would  be  that  the  track  should  be  re- 
moved at  once. 

The  amendment  of  Alder  nan  Prescott  was 
adopted,  and  the  petition  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Paving. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Orders  to  pay  for  l<nd  damages — Cynthia  W. 
Batchelder,  $456.50,  Shawmut  avenue;  C.  F.  & 
Caroline  Friese,  $2320,  Broad  street;  William  Han- 
non,  $243.04,  Bowdoin  street,  Wa'-d  16;  J?,mes  Jes- 
sup,  $2000,  Bowdoin  street,  Ward  16;  Henrietta 
Goldsnrth,  $3480,  Gore  avenue;  Boston  &  Albany 
Railroad  Company,  $2771.50,  Lincoln  street,  Ward 
19;  John  Lamb,  $1242,  Shawmut  avenue:  Lucinda 
M.  Avery,  $102.50,  Shawuiut  avenue.  Severally 
passed. 

Order  to  declare  land  forfeited  to  the  city  by 
Michael  Geraughty,  on  Hanover  street,  for  breach 
of  conditions.    Passed  and  sent  down. 

Order  to  fix  the  salaries  of  the  License  Commis- 
sioners at  $3500  each.    Passed  and  sent  down. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  FOR  CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Remonstrance  of  Abbott  Lawrence.  Referred. 

Majority  and  minority  reports  and  order  on  the 
subject  of  the  pay  of  laborers  employed  by  the 
city  (City  Doc.  No.  40, 1875)  came  up  recommitted 
to  Committee  on  Health,  with  directions  to  repoit 
an  order  fixing  the  wages  of  laborers  at  a  certain 
rate  per  diem. 

Alderman  Prescott  thought  it  betier  for  the 
committee  to  consider  the  expediency  of  changing 
the  rate  of  wages;  and  he  moved  to  amend  by 
striking  out  the  words  "report  an  order"  and  in- 
sert "consider  the  expediency  of"  (fixing  the 
wages,  etc.) 

Alderman  Power  thought  the  imendment  en- 
tirely useless,  as  it  would  cause  unnecessary  de- 
lay. 

Alderman  Prescott  said  the  Committee  on  Sala- 
ries had  gone  over  the  whole  sub3ect  acd  wete 
satisfied  with  the  present  system.  The  order  at 
wesent  directs  the  committee  to  make  a  change. 

Alderman  Power  thought  the  committee  could 
consider  the  subject  and  repoit  back  what  they 
deemed  best. 

The  amendment  was  adopted  and  the  order  as 
amended  passed.    Sent  down. 

Certificate  of  the  election  of  Benjamin  Deau  as 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  for  Public  In- 
stitutions, in  place  of  S.  A.  Deuio,  chosen  by  this 
Boird.  The  Board  proceeded  to  ballot.  Alder- 
men Viles  and  O'BneTj  were  appointed  a  commit- 
tee to  collect  and  count  votes.  Tbey  reported 
that  Sylvanus  A.  Denio  had  received  eight  votes 
and  Benjamin  Dean  four  votes.  Mr.  Denio  was 
declared  elected  in  non-concurrence.  Certificate 
sent  up. 

The  order  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
on  observance  of  the  17th  of  June,  consisting  of 
the  Mayor,  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, the  President  of  the  Common  Council  and 
the  Centennial  Committee,  came  up,  amended  by 
increasing  said  committee  to  one  member  from 
each  ward,  except  the  wards  already  represented. 

Alderman  Quincy  hoped  the  Board  would  non- 
concur in  the  amendment,  as  a  small  committee 
was  more  practicable  for  work  than  a  large  one; 
besides,  they  operate  in  conjunction  with  commit- 
tees of  the  State  and  of  the  Monument  Associa- 
tion 

The  Board  refused  to  concur  in  the  amendment. 
Sent  down. 

The  report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 


petition  of  T.  A.  Splain,  to  take  charge  of  the 
boats  on  the  Public  Garden  Pond,  came  up  re- 
committed to  Committee  on  Common,  etc.  Con- 
curred. 

An  order  to  appropriate  tbe  sum  of  $2000,  for 
ltnproveme  ts  on  Orchard  Paik,  came  up  referied 
to  Committee  on  Finance.    Concurred. 

Order  authorizing  the  Auditor  to  withhold  from  • 
Sinking  Fund  the  sum   beretofoie  appropriated 
for   laying   a   curb    along   Tiemont-street   mall. 
Passed. 

Orders  authorizing  expe>  dirures  of  not  exceed- 
ing the  following  amounts,  on  armories,  viz. :  1, 
Comr  any  C,  Ninth  Regiment,  at  1557  Washington 
street,  $300;  2.  Company  A,  Fifth  Regiment,  on 
Elm  street,  Chatlestown,  $250;  3.  Company  G, 
Niuth  Regiment,  at  11  City  square,  Charlestowu, 
$200.    Severally  passed— yeas  12,  nays  0. 

SUFFOLK     COUNTY  JAIL. 

A  requisition  was  received  from  the  Sheriff  of 
Suffolk  County  for  $2145.14,  for  tl  e  expenses  of 
Suffolk  County  Jail  for  April,  w  rich,  being  ap- 
proved, was  ordered  paid. 

REVENUE  FROM  LIQUOR  LICENSES. 

The  Chairman  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  having  considered 
the  question  of  meeting  the  expenses  incurred  in 
ei. forcing  tbe  license  law  of  1875,  and  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  revenuK  to  be  received  fiom  the  grant- 
ing of  licenses  under  the  same,  would  respect- 
fully report  the  accompanying  ordei .  For  the 
committee.  Samuel  C.  Cobb, 

Chairman . 

Ordered,  That  the  expenses  incurred  by  the 
Board  of  License  Commissioners  and  all  other  ex- 
penses incurred  in  carrying  out  the  act  of  the 
General  Court  of  Massachusetts  of  1875,  "to  regu- 
late the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquorr>,"  including 
rent  of  rooms  for  said  commissioners,  be  defrayed 
from  the  revenue  received  from  beensc s  and  fees 
authorized  to  be  collected  by  said  act;  that  the 
Treasurer  transmit  to  the  Auaitor  of  Accounts  on 
the  first  of  each  month  the  amount  received  by 
him  the  preceding  month  from  tbe  aforementioned 
source,  together  with  the  amount  he  has  paid  to 
the  Treasurer  of  the  Comrno;>wealih  as  required 
by  section  10  of  .-aid  act;  the  balance  of  said  rev- 
enue at  the  close  of  each  financial  year,  if  any,  re- 
maining after  complying  with  the  aforesaid  re- 
quirements, shall  be  paid  to  the  Commissiomrs 
on  the  Sinking  Funds  for  the  redemption  of  the 
debt  of  the  city  to  be  by  them  used  for  the  put  pose 
of  purchasing  and  cancelling  debt. 

Order  read  once. 

INCREASE  OF  THE  POLICE  FORCE. 

Alderman  Burrage  submitted  the  following, 
from  the  Committee  oo  Police : 

Ordered,  That  until  otherwise  ordered,  the 
maximum  number  of  members  of  the  Police  De- 
partment, ol  all  ranks,  be  fixed  at  700. 

In  reply  to  a  question  by  Alderman  Pi  escort, 
Alderman  Buriage  said  this  was  an  increase  cf 
thirty- six  pattolmen. 

Tbe  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

Subsequently  a  communication  was  received 
from  the  Mavor,  nominating  the  following-i  amed 
persons  for  members  cf  thi  police  force:  Cyrus  A. 
Roak,  Lorenzo  B.  Hull,  William  H.  Cleg,  Charles 
W.  Boyer,  Ihomas  B.  Clark,  WiUiam  O.  Libby, 
Charles  Gillette,  J.  Henry  Gray,  James  ft.  Glass, 
Eds'in  Lougee,  Calvin  S.  Robinson,  James  1'. 
Cunningham,  George  L.  Copeland,  Amos  fl.  Ksta- 
brook,  James  J.  Nott,  Roscoe  D.  Brown,  Richard 
L.  Thayer.  Henry  L.  Robinson,  William  F.  Perry, 
A.  Judsou  Morton,  George  W.  Cutter,  Daniel  H. 
Bridgham,  Ambrose  H.  Abbott,  Charles  W. 
Glynn,  Reuben  Maish,  Daniel  B.  Alley,  John  H. 
Moulton,  Jeremiah  Murray,  Jtremiah  J.  Downey, 
John  H.  Connor,  William  D.  Mahoney,  Jeremiah 
Loney,  Jsmes  F.  Hogan,  Thomas  Kivlau,  Edward 
L.  Fitzgerald,  Michael  Dempsey,  Otis  D.  Gately, 
Daniel  A.  Cronin,  Cornelius  F.  Horgan,  John  M. 
Finn. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Burrage,  to 
the  Committee  on  Police. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  reports  and  orders 
from  the  Committee  on  Paving,  as  follows: 

Reports  recommsnding  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  of  Hiram  W.  Smith,  to  be  paid  for  grade 
damages  on  Washington  street,  near  Com  hill; 
John  W.  Olmstead,  to  be  paid  for  giade  damages 
at  12  Cornhill.    Accepted. 

Report  recommending  that  the  petition  of  Val- 
enrine  Homer,  for  leave"to  place  a  lantern  in  front 
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of  his  stoie,  1863  Washington  street,  Roxbury,  be 
granted,  under  direction  of  tbe  Committee  on 
Paving.    Accepted. 

Orders  directing  the  Superintendent  of  Streets 
to  f uruish  and  set  edgestones  find  pave  the  side- 
walk in  front  of  estate  of  Thomas  S.  ManahaD, 
Nos.  1  an!  3  St.  Charlej  street;  to  furnish  and  set 
edgestones  in  front  of  estate  ot  Friede-ick  Rie- 
dell,  Boylston  str-et,  West  Roxbury;  to  pave  the 
sidewalk  with  buck  in  front  of  estate  of  John  W. 
Oldham,  No.  20  Mercer  street;  schedules  of  the 
cost  of  the  same  to  be  reported  to  the  board.  Sev- 
erally read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Surveyor  be  direcred  to 
furnish  to  Asa  H.  Caton  the  grade  of  West  Ches- 
ter park,  as  established  by  the  Board  of  Ald^r- 
meu,  July  5, 1875. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  pay  F.  O.  Piiuce,  trustee,  $490,  for 
damages  to  estates  17  to  23  Cornhll,  by  changing 
of  grade  of  said  street;  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Washing! on-street  Extersion. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  establish  the  grade  of 
Eliot  street,  between  Pond  and  Centre  streets, 
Ward  17,  as  shown  on  a  plari  and  profile  ox  said 
stieet,  drawn  by  the  City  Surveyor,  dated  April 
20, 1875,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  said  City 
Surveyor. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintends r.t  of  Streets 
be  directed  to  build  a  retaining  wall  at  the  end  of 
Berwick  park,  on  the  line  of  the  Boston  & 
Providence  Railroad.    Estimated  cost,  $5500. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  West  Cottage  street  as  laid  out 
by  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  from  Wood- 
ville  squaie  to  Brook  avenue.  Estimated  cost, 
$6000. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $1.68  be  abated  from 
the  side  valk  assessment  of  James  Regan,  No.  147 
London  street;  that  the  sum  of  $122  be  abated 
from  the  sidewalk  assessment  of.  James  Monks  on 
K  strret;  both  the  acove  being  tor  errors  in  meas- 
urement. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

MIDDLESEX  RAILROAD. 

Alderman  Power,  for.the  Committee  on  Paving, 
to  whom  was  recommitted  the  petition  of  the 
Middlesex  Railroad  Company  for  the  location  of  a 
turnout  tiaek  on  Cambridge  street,  near  the 
Somerville  line,  reported  tns  following  order  of 
location : 

Ordered,  That  m  addition  to  the  rights  hereto- 
fore planted  to  The  Middlesex  Railroad  Company 
to  Ivy  down  Tracks  in  several  of  the  streets  of  the 
city  cf  Boston,  said  company  shall  have  the  right 
to  construct  a  turnout  on  Cambridge  stieet,  be- 
tween Brighton  and  Carter  streets,  Charleston  n; 
raid  turnout  being  showr  by  red  lines  on  a  plan 
dr'az/u  by  Barbour  &  Hooges,  civil  engineers, 
dated  April  19, 1875,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Streets.  The  right  to  lay 
down  the  tracts  located  by  this  order  is  upon 
the  condition  that  the  whole  work  of  laying  down 
said  tracks  and  the  form  of  rail  to  be  used  shall 
be  under  tht^  direction  and  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  Committee  on  Paving  and  the  Superintendent 
of  Streets,  and  shall  be  approved  by  them.  Also 
upon  the  condition  that  the  entire  space  occupied 
by  said  turnout,  including  the  space  between  the 
tracks,  shall  be  paved  with  small  granite  blocks 
totheenire  satisfaction  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Streets.  Also  upon  the  condition  that  said 
Middlesex  Railroad  Company  shall  accept  this 
order  of  location,  and  shall  agree  in  writing  to 
comply  with  the  conditions  he: em  contained,  and 
file  said  acceptance  at-d  agreement  with  the  City 
Clerk,  within  thirty  i i ays  of  the  date  of  its  pas- 
sage ;  other  wise  it  shall  be  null  and  void. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

STREET    DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board: 

Orders  to  pay  for  land  damages  as  follows : 

Northampton-street  District — Heirs  of  James 
Good,  $1672,  for  land  taken  in  name  of  Eliza  Good, 
in  widening  Kunnetnan  street;  Christian  Rechel, 
$4515.50,  extension  of  East  Lenox  street. 

Widening  of  Shawmut  Avenue  — Hiram  John- 
son, $460;  Anna  M.  Abele,  $116,  for  land  taken  in 
name  of  Francis  J.  Abele;  Caroline  Homer, 
$349.25;  Robert  Simpson,  $1223.60. 


Widening  Lever ett  Street — Dennis  F.  Flagg, 
$1085. 

Severally  read  once. 

Order  giving  notice  to  Henry  Lear,  heirs  of  Wil- 
liam Mahoney  and  Moses  Colby  to  quit  on  Thorn- 
dike  street  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  May 
next.    Parsed. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  Ann  Vanier  for  hearing  in  relation 
to  betterments  and  damages  on  Shawmut  avenue. 
Accepted. 

BRIGHTON    STREETS. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Streets,  to  whom  was  recom- 
mitted, with  their  report  of  Apul  12, 1875,  of  leave 
to  withdraw  thereon,  the  accompanying  petitiou 
of  Thomas  G.  Lewis  and  others,  for  a  revision  of 
certain  betterments  assessed  to  them  by  the 
town  of  Brighton,  and  for  a  hearing  upon  the 
same,  beg  leave  to  reaffirm  their  previous  re- 
port, that  it  is  the  deliberate  and  unanimous  con- 
viction of  this  committee  that  it  is  not  expedient 
for  the  city  to  alter  the  assessments  of  better- 
ments of  the  town  ot  Brighton  made  previous  to 
annexation,  and  consequently  uonecessary  that 
these  petitioners  should  not  be  heard  in  the  mat- 
ter, and  that  chey  therefore  be  granted  leave  to 
withdraw.    Foi  the  committee 

John  T.  Clark,  Chairman. 

Alderman  Power  said  he  had  been  requested  by 
a  gentleman  presert  repiesentiug  tlje  petitioners 
in  this  case  to  ask  for  a  hearing  before  the  full 
Board,  and  he  made  that  motion. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  it  was  one  of  nu- 
merous cases  that  occurred  in  Brighton  before  an- 
nexation, which  th^  committee  bad  considered 
and  given  repeated  hearings  on.  The  committee 
believed  the  selectmen  of  Biightou  bad  settled 
the  cases  honestLy  and  fairly.  "It  was  remarkable 
that  t.  e  moment  annexation  took  place  these  pe- 
titions began  to  come  in  here.  If  the  Board  de- 
sired to  hear  Mr.  Wightman  talk  he  had  no  ob- 
jection. 

Aideiman  Power  knew  nothing  of  the  merits  of 
the  case,  and  had  no  doubt  the  decision  was  a 
proper  one ;  but  he  mar  e  the  motion  out  of  respect 
for  the  counsel,  «ho  was  present. 

Alderman  Clark  [Alderman  Power  in  the  chair], 
said  to  open  this  case  would  cause  the  reopening 
of  many  others.  The  committee  had  voted  not  to 
reopen  these  cases,  as  they  believed  the  selectmen 
of  Brighton  fully  understood  them,  and  had  set- 
tled them  equitably.  Other  parties  had  been 
treated  m  the  same  way  and  had  finally  settled 
the  cases.  This  case  had  been  as  fairly  treated  as 
any  before  the  committee. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  the  city  is  respoosible 
for  debts  due  from  the  town  of  Brighton;  he  had 
understood  that  the  parties  in  this  case  had  had 
no  opportunity  to  appear  before  the  selectmen, 
and  their  only  recourse  was  to  come  to  the  Board. 
He  could  see  no  harm  in  hearing  the  statement  of 
the  petitioners. 

Alderman  Clark  said  the  petitioners  bad  never 
been  refused  a  hearing;  the  committee  had 
patiently  listened  to  all  these  cases  and  had  given 
them  leave  m  withdraw  when  they  deemed  it  ex- 
pedient, and  had  granted  relief  when  it  was 
needed. 

Alderman  Prescott  had  never  known  a  case 
where  parties  asking  for  a  hearing  had  been  re- 
fused, and  if  a  hearing  was  granted  last  year  to  a 
petitioner  for  a  billiard  saloon  at  City  Point,  this 
one  certainly  should  be  heard. 

Alderman  Clark  hoped  t?e  Board  would  under- 
stand that  th~;  hearing  of  this  case  would  be 
the  prelude  to  numerous  other  petitions  for  hear- 
ings on  similar  petitions. 

Alderman  Power  [Alderman  Clark  in  the  chair] 
said  it  was  the  rule  to  grant  hearings  when  re- 
quested, and  out  of  respect  for  the  petitioner  and 
his  counsel  he  thought  it  should  be  done.  He  had 
no  doubt  the  committee  were  right,  but  he  fa- 
vored hearing  the  petitioner's  statement. 

Alderman  Worthington  moved  that  the  Board 
hear  all  the  petitions  tor  compensation  for  grade 
damages  in  Brighton  at  the  Sc  me  time. 

Aide-man  Stebbins  asked  if  such  parties  had 
asked  for  a  heating;  tbis  was  a  petition  asking 
for  a  hearing  before  the  full  Board. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  it  had  been  heard 
by  the  committee,  and  to  grant  this  would  open 
the  door  for  many  other  cases  in  Dorchester,  Rox- 
bury and  other  places. 

Alderman  Burrage  said  he  should  favor  the 
hearing,  as  it  was  .be  invariable  rule,  and  hoped 
the  statement  would  be  brief. 
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Alderman  Worthington's  n-O'ion  was  lost — yeas 
1,  navs  11 — Alderman  Worthington  voting  yea. 

Alderman  Power  cited  other  cases  where  hear- 
ings were  given  as  precedents  for  granting  tnis 
one — one  specially  of  a  man  who  was  charged  with 
having  been  before  the  courts  as  a  criminal.  The 
course  of  the  Committee  on  Paving  had  been  sub- 
stantially the  sarre  as  that  of  the  Committee  on 
Streets—  to  a clheie  to  the  decisions  of  che  select- 
men. 

The  Board  voted  to  grant  the  petitioner  a  hear- 
ing—yeas 7,  nays  5. 

Yeas  —  Aldermen  Burrage,  Harris,  O'Brien, 
Power,  Prescott,  Quiney,  Steobins— 7. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Claik,  Pope,  Viles, 
Worthington— 5. 

Ex-Mayor  Joseph  M.  Wighcman  appeared  for 
the  petitioners,  and  said  he  bad  no  idea  that  the 
petition  would  create  so  muchfseling.  The  case 
is  distinctive  in  its  chaiacter  and  separate  in  all 
its  parts.  He  had  appealed  to  the  committee,  but 
the  chairman  said  they  would  hear  hitn,  but  would 
in  no  case  revise  tbe  statement.  The  committee 
do  not  want  to  open  the  dooi  for  long  hearings.  The 
town  had  made  an  erroneous  assessment,  and  the 
city  is  to  collect  the  money.  The  committee  had 
never  notified  him  that  he  would  be  heard  by  them. 
The  land  affected  was  situated  on  Bigelow 
Hill,  the  owner  being  obliged  in  18G9  to  lay  out  a 
whole  street,  because  the  adjoining  proprietor 
refused  to  join  in  the  improvement.  One  foot  of 
land  on  the  line  next  to  the  adjoining  proprietor 
was  left.  The  land  was  built  upon,  the  street 
graded  and  the  gutters  paved.  In  July,  1873,  tne 
selectmen,  without  any  hearing,  or  giving  tee  usual 
notice,  laid  this  street  out  fifty  feet  wide  (it  had 
been  forty)  for  the  purpose  of  taking  off 
this  land  and  bringing  the  adjoining  pro- 
prietor on  a  street.  It  was  not  done  for  public 
convenience;  the  abutters  were  content.  The 
petitioners  complain  that  on  the  easterly  side  are 
thirteen  estates  built;  on  the  other  side  Mr. 
Champney  has  eight  acres;  the  street  was  laid 
out  only  so  far  as  Mr.  Gerrisb's  and  Chainp- 
ney's  line  goes.  The  complaint  is  not  chat  the 
ctreet  was  laid  out.  but  that  when  the  assessment 
was  made  upon  the  owner  of  eleven  little  cot- 
tages on  tbe  west  side,  and  only  one-third  on  the 
eight  acies  of  Mr.  Champney,  while  another  party 
on  the  Champney  side  is  assessed  nothing  and  an- 
other on  the  other  side  is  assessed  over  $460.  On 
one  line  of  621  feet  occupied  by  cottage  houses, 
all  accommodated  *nd  the  owners  asking  for 
nothing,  whether  thev  should  be  compelled 
to  pay  two  thirds  of*  the  expense  to  open 
the  lots  on  the  other  side  for  building.  The  bet- 
terment principle  was  never  inteuded  to  be  an  act 
of  oppression.  He  could  have  made  this  same 
statement  to  the  Committee  on  Streets  if  he  had 
had  the  opportunity.  The  notice  of  the  assess- 
ments came  Jan.  3, 1874,  and  there  was  no  one  but 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  appeal  to.  He  did  not 
intend  to  censure  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
and  had  merely  desired  to  prevent  them  from 
having  to  open  any  oth-r  cases.  Mr.  Wightman 
explained  the  n  eaning  of  the  betterment  law,  and 
aske-i  whether  it  was  equitable  that  the  man  whose 
land  is  opened  up  as  the  Champney  estate  was, 
should  be  paid  for  his  land  and  be  assessed  only 
one-third  the  cost,  while  thoi-e  little  e-tates  on  the 
other  side,  already  accommodated,  should  be  as- 
sessed two -thirds?  He  believed  the  Board  too 
just  to  attempt  to  cover  into  the  city  treasury  an 
assessment  that  is  unjust. 

Alderman  Power  moved  that  the  report  be  re- 
committed, as  perhaps  the  committee  had  re- 
ceived new  light  on  the  subject. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  the  committee  had 
heard  the  same  statement  two  or  three  times  be- 
fore Mr.  Wightman  became  connected  with  the 
case,  and  after  considering  it  had  recommended 
leave  to  withdraw. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins  the  matter  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

THE    NEW  CHARTER. 

The  Board  took  up  the  special  assignment  for  6 
P.  M,,  viz.,  the  draft  of  the  new  charter,  the  ques- 
tion being  on  the  passage  of  the  order  requesting 
the  Mayor  to  petition  the  General  Court  now  in 
session  for  a  charter  s  nbstantially  in  accordance 
with  its  provisions. 

Alderman  Power — As  this  matter  has  been  so 
thoroughly  discussed  in  committee  of  the  whole 
and  by  the  Board,  I  suppose  it  is  hardly  necessary 
for  me  to  take  time  with  any  remarks  upon  it.  I 
have  already  expiessed  my  sentiments  upon  it, 
and  picked  out  what  little  good  I  supposed  there 


was  in  it  and  indorsed  that,  and  it  is  now  be- 
fore the  Government  as  a  separate  maiter.  The 
balance  of  it,  as  I  rtmarked  before,  I  hope 
will  never  be  indorsed  hy  this  City  Government, 
though  I  suppose  it  is  "useless  for  me  to  ex- 
press any  such  hope  here,  as  by  the  action  aiready 
laken  by  e,  bare  majority  ot  the  committee  on  the 
whole  thev  are  disposed  to  adopt  this  chattel.  I 
vvir  simply  say  that  I  could  wish  that  the  action 
of  the  Board  would  be  otherwise;  and  that  this 
matter  could  have  been  delayed  ano  laid  over  till 
later  in  the  year,  until  the  gentlemen  who  have 
been  here  but  a  short  time  could  have  had  more 
experience  and  knowledge  of  the  present  form  of 
this  Government;  for,  as  i  have  said  before,  I 
cannot  see  how  it  can  be  possible  for 
gentlemen  who  have  had  but  a  few  months' 
experience  in  this  Boaid  to  see  any  reason 
for  indorsing  this  com]  lete  overturning  of  the 
Government.  I  have  been  here  nearly  four  years, 
and  1  fad  to  see  any  department  of  this  Govern- 
ment, except  that  of  schools,  that  is  not  well  man- 
aged on  the  whole.  There  is  no  City  Government 
iu  this  or  any  other  country,  in  my  opinion,  that  is 
and  has  been  managed  so  honestly  and  economi- 
cally as  the  one  in  Boston.  There  is  evidence  in 
every  direction  that  the  City  Government  of  Bos- 
ton is  all  that  it  should  be,  except  in  the  one  I  have 
mentioned,  and  I  think  the  new  proposition  will 
remedy  that,  and  it  can  be  passed  upon  without 
overturning  the  present  system  by  adopting  the 
new  charter.  It  this  matter  were  delayed  till  later 
in  the  year  I  don't  think  it  would  be"iodorsed  ay 
this  Board  of  Aldermen.  When  the  great  tire  oc- 
cur red  and  half  the  city  was  burned,  every- 
body was  excited  and  thought  there  must  be  a 
change,  this  idea  of  commissions  vvas  started 
at  once.  I  have  nothing  to  say  against  the  Fire 
Commission;  taey  have  done  as  well  as  it  is  pos- 
sible for  gentlemen  to  do  with  their  limited  ex- 
perience and  knowledge  of  such  matters,  and 
if  they  have  done  well  it  is  because  this 
Board  have  some  power  over  them;  we 
have  criiicised  them  and  held  them  uo  to 
a  strict  account.  It  was  expected  that  they  would 
make  a  reform;  they  were  created  for  that  pur- 
pose; we  have  power  over  them  and  have  ctiti- 
cizeo  them,  and,  to  use  a  common  saying,  we  have 
kept  them  on  their  good  behavior  all  the  time. 
But  take  away  all  this  power  from  this  Board,  and 
what  guarantee  have  you  of  economical  manage- 
ment? None  at  all.  Let  them  have  supreme  con- 
trol, and  a  different  state  of  things  you  will  have. 
That  is  the  result  where  commissions  have  ruled, 
in  every  other  city.  The  Board  of  Health 
is  continually  cited.  I  have  nothing  to  say  against 
them.  I  think  they  have  done  as  well  as  any 
gentlemen  could  with  their  limited  knowledge  of 
ihe  business;  but  it  is  because  we  have  power 
over  them,  and  if  they  don't  do  well  we  can  say 
sometaing  about  it.  But  this  charter  appears  to 
take  away  all  power  ftom  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
The  Alderman  from  Ward  9  said  you  could  not 
get  good  men  to  serve  on  the  School  Committee, 
and  that  you  would  get  cheap  men.  Why?  Be- 
cause the  six  managers  are  supposed  to  do  all  the 
busiaess,  and  men  who  would  be  qualified  to  fill 
positious  on  the  School  Committee  were  so  limit- 
ed in  their  powers  that  they  were  nonentities. 
So  it  will  be  in  this  Government.  You  would  n't 
accept  the  position  of  Alderman  under  such  a 
charter  as  this.  Men  would  simply  come  here  to 
sit  and  confirm  what  his  Honor  fjaid  and  did,  and 
you  need  n't  meet  but  twice  a  year.  I  say  it  would 
be  impossiDle  to  get  men  of  integrity  or  respon- 
sibility to  come  here  un(?er  such  a  state  of  things. 
The  gentleman  put  it  truly  when  he  said  that  of 
the  School  Committee.  But  that  has  all  been  gone 
over  before,  and  it  is  hardly  worth  while  to  take 
time  in  discussing  it  now.  If  it  could  be 
delayed  I  am  satisfied  that  the  gentlemen  would 
feel  as  I  do,  that  under  the  present  system  this 
Government  could  be  managed  efficiently,  hon- 
estly, effectively  and  economically.  It  always 
has  been  sairi — it  is  so  today— that  this  Govern- 
ment is  a  pattern,  and  that  there  is  no  other  in 
this  country  to  compare  with  it.  ThSit  fact  can- 
rot  be  disputed.  This  mania  for  commissions  is 
a  bad  omen,  for  there  is  no  need  of  them. 
I  feel  sure  that  the  people  dc  not  want 
them,  and  never  will  consent  to  part  with 
their  present  liberties  and  powet.  It  is  a  con- 
venient way  of  dispensing  with  the  inconveniences 
of  calling  the  citizens  together  every  year,  for 
that  is  about  what  it  amounts  to.  It  canuot  mat- 
ter what  action  this  Board  takes,  for  the  charter 
cannot  pass  the  Legislature  this  year,  and  1  could 
hope,  for  the  credit  of  the  members  of  the   City 
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Government,  that  they  w  ouJd  allow  sufficient  time 
to  understand  the  present  Government  in  all  its 
parts.  I  cannot  believe  that  I  am  so  much  be- 
neath the  rest  of  the  new  members  of  this  Board  in 
intellect  and  perception.  They  have  learned  in  four 
months  what  [  have  failed  to  leai  n  in  four  years. 
It  is  not  possible  lor  them  to  thoroughly  under- 
stand the  workings  of  all  the  depaitrnentsjif  they 
had  they  would  not  vote  to  pass  this  charter.  But 
I  hope  it  will  not  p.ass  and  I  move  that  it  bo  laid 
on  the  table. 

Alderman  Stebbins  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
and  the  motion  was  lost — yeas  4,  nays  8. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Harris,  Power,  Viles,  Worth- 
ingtoa— 4. 

Nays  —  Aldermen  Bigelow,  Burrage,  Clark, 
O'Brien,  Pope,  Prescott,  Quincy,  Stebbins— 8. 

Alderman  O'Brien— The  new  city  charter,  pre- 
pared by  the  commissioners,  after  being  pulled  to 
pieces  bj  the  committee  of  the  City  Council  and 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
still  retains  many  of  the  leading  features  that 
made  the  commissioners'  charter  so  marked  a 
document.  It  is  objectionable  because  it  gives 
too  much  power  to  the  Mayor  and  to  boards  of 
commission  whom  the  people  have  no  voice  m  se- 
lecting and  because  it  completely  ignores  the  old 
charter  that  has  stooo  the  test  of  fifty-two  years. 
During  this  period  Boston  has  stood  at  the  head 
of  American  cities  for  good  government,  law  and 
order,  and  the  strict  enforcement  of  all  municipal 
regulations.  This  fact  cannot  be  denied.  Now,  a 
great  ana  radical  change  is  about  to  be  introduced 
—a  change  never  asked  for  or  demanded  by  the 
people— and  the  only  reason  given  for  this  great 
change  is  the  enlargement  of  thecity.  This  reason 
does  not  appear  to  me  sufficient.  What 
has  woiked  well  for  fifty-two  years  is  at 
least  worth  preserving,  and  if  alterations 
are  necessary  such  alterations  should  be 
made  on  the  foundation  of  our  present  charter. 
Even  without  any  change,  is  there  any  depart- 
ment of  the  City  Government  chat  is  not  efficient? 
The  only  mistakes  that  have  been  made  are  where 
we  have  departed  from  old  landmarks,  and  I  pro- 
pose to  sho-s?,  by  a  few  facts  and  figures,  to  what 
extent  our  citizens  have  been  made  to  suffer  by 
these  new  creations— in  the  shape  of  expensive 
commissions— and  they  can  judge  how  much,  more 
they  will  have  to  suffer  wheo  every  department  of 
the  City  Government  is  in  thp  hands  of  commis-" 
sions  over  whom  the  people  have  no  direct  con- 
trol. The  new  charter  is  objectionable  because  it 
takes  rights  and  privileges  from  the  people  and 
implies  that  they  are  not  capable  ot  self-govern- 
meui.  For  years  our  city  has  been  looked  upon 
•<ts  a  model  city,  our  citizens  of  a  high  order  of 
intelligence,  and  we  have  been  educating  our 
children  up  to  the  highest  possible  standard 
to  sustain  this  reputation.  It  now  costs 
forty-nine  dollars  .  per  year  to  educate  a 
child  in  our  public  schools,  while  in  1863  the 
co't  was  enly  eighteen  dollars,  but  notwithstanding 
this  lavish  expenditure  of  money  to  make  good 
and  intelligent  citizens,  we  are  afraid  to  intiust 
them  any  longer  with  the  management  of  their 
affairs.  The  people  must  now  be  put  under  the 
guardianship  of  a  Mayor  and  boards  «'f  commis- 
sions, although  these  boards  in  other  cities  have,  in 
many  instances,  turned  out  to  be  boards  and  rings 
of  corruption.  We  have  no  Tweeds  among  us 
now,  but  if  we  adopt  the  commissions  provided 
for  in  the  new  charter,  and  confer  so  much  power 
upon  them,  we  do  not  know  how  sooa  such  char- 
acters will  make  their  appearance.  I  now  pro- 
pose to  show  what  some  of  these  commissions 
have  already  cost  our  taxpayers,  and  if  we  go  on 
increasing  them  our  city  will  soon  roll  up  a  debt 
that  will  he  alarming  to  contemplate. 

The  Street  Department,  and  Amount  Expended 
on  Streets.  The  expenses  of  this  department  for 
fifteen  years,  including  paving,  grading,  Hghtring, 
bridges,  street  widening,  and  iilf  exti.i  improve- 
ments in  opening,  including  also  the  Port  Hill  im- 
provement, the  Suffolk  street  improvement,  the 
Church-street  improvement,  the  Northampton- 
street  improvement,  sewers,  and  in  fact  M  im- 
provements connected  with  the  streets,  have  been 
as  follows : 

1860-1 45990,120    1868-9 $2,536,710 

1861-2 781,401    1869-70 4,881,691 

1862-3 577,819    1870-1 4,370,474 

1863-4 435.037    1871-2 4,418,605 

1864-5 563,524    1872-3 5,795,422 

186.5-6 724,255    1873-4 8,443,907 

1866-7 742,754    1874-5 3,709,988 

1867-8 1,307,442 

Here  i?  a  total  expenditure  for  streets,  during 


the  past  fifteen  years,  of  upwards  of  $40,000,000, 
of  which  $26,738,396  were  expended  during  the 
past  five  years,  while  the  Street  Commission  has 
been  organized,  against  $13,440,753  for  the  previ- 
ous ten  years.  In  five  years  we  have  expended 
more  than  double  the  amount  expended  for 
the  previous  ten  years.  A  portion  of  these 
expenditures  were  forced  upon  us  by  the  great 
fire  of  November,  1872,  but  a  still  greater  portion 
has  been  forced  upon  us  by  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners, whose  business  leads  them  to  study  and 
push  forward  improvements.  I  do  not  mean  to 
find  fault  with  the  gentlemen  on  the  Street  Com- 
mission. Their  work  speaks  for  itself.  The 
widening  of  Hanover  street,  the  opening  of  Wash- 
ington and  Devonshiie  streets,  and  the  widening 
and  laying  out  of  the  streets  on  the  burnt  district, 
have  been  great  improvements,  and  no  one  would 
like  to  undo  them ;  but  what  I  wish  to  call  atten- 
tion to  i"  the  fact  that  with  the  inauguration  of 
commissions  we  are  indebted  to  inct eased  ex- 
penditures, increased  taxation,  and  a  Isrge  in- 
crease in  our  debt.  Top  taxpayers  are  already 
beginning  to  feel  that  they  have  done  enough  for 
their  day  and  generation,  and  that  the* services  of 
the  Street  Commission  could  be  very  well  dispens- 
ed with  for  the  next  ten  years,  so  far  as  widening 
streets  is  concerned.  Streets  could  be  widened, 
laid  out  and  improved  in  the  suburbs  at  scarcely 
any  cost;  but  such  work,  where  large  sums  of 
money  are  not  called  for,  is  not  very  attractive. 
Now  svhj  should  our  taxpayers  be  called  upon  to 
do  so  much  in  so  short  a  time  ?  Even  admitting 
that  the  improvements  were  desirable,  there  is  no 
reason  why  they  should  have  been  forced  upon 
our  citizens  in  so  few  years.  When  the  present 
financial  year  is  completed  the  entire  amount  ex- 
pended for  streets  and  street  improvements  alone 
will  amount  to  the  extraordinaiy  sum  of  $27,000,000 
in  five  years.  During  these  five  years  our  Street 
Commission  has  been  in  existence  and  has  con- 
trolled to  a  great  extent  all  these  improvements. 
In  tiie  new  charter  the  work  of  the  Street  Com- 
missioners is  greatly  enlarged.  The  superin- 
tendents of  paving,  sewers,  lamps,  ferries  and 
oridges  are  placed  under  their  charge.  The  City 
Engineer  and  the  Citv  Surveyor  are  also  un- 
der their  control.  These  Commissioners  are  now 
elected  by  the  people,  and  have  so  far  proved  to 
be  very  competent  men  for  the  position,  but 
the  new  charter,  where  their  power  has  been  so 
much  enlarged,  gives  their  appointment  to  the 
Mayor,  with  approval  of  the  City  Council.  With 
all  the  new  business  intrusted  to  this  commission 
it  will  be  the  most  important  department  of  the 
City  Government,  will  have  a  great  control  over 
city  affairs,  and  the  charter  places  them  almost 
beyond  the  reach  of  the  people.  They  will,  in 
fact,  be  almost  a  close  corporation,  and  when  they 
obtain  the  millions  of  money  that  must  be  placed 
at  their  disposal  every  year,  they  can  expend  it 
how  and  when  they  please,  if  they  do  not  in  any 
one  expenditure  exceed  $5000. 
Amount  Expended  for  the  Health  Departom,ent. 
The  expense  of  this  department  for  fifteen 
years,  ana  the  amount  asked  for  for  the  next 
financial  year,  is  as  follows : 

1860-1 $144,633    1868-9 '.  .$293,043 

1861-2 142,935    1869-70 311,736 

1862-3 144,303    1870-1 309,838 

1863-4 153,421    1871-2 352,083 

1864-5 188.726    1872-3 406,467 

1865-6 194,217    1873-4 467,125 

1866-7 265,674    1874-5 481,450 

1867-8...: 253,773  1875-6,  estimated.. .  542,500 

The  Board  of  Health  commenced  their  labors  in 
1873,  and  it  will  be  see  a  thi.t,  as  soon  as  they  com- 
menced work,  the  expenses  increased  rapidly. 
There  was  some  necessity  for  it  in  1873,  when 
smallpox  was  prevalent,  but  it  is  very  generally 
believed  that  if  the  same  powers  were  conferred 
on  the  Superintendent  of  Health  that  were 
given  to  the  Board  of  Health,  the  smallpox 
could  have  been  controlled  with  much  less 
expense.  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Board  to  the  fact,  and  the  taxpayers  to 
the  fact,  ibat  now,  wh<n  r,o  epidemic  is 
abroad,  the  Health  Department  calls  upon  us  for 
$542,500,  nearly  $200,«00  more  than  in  1871,  and 
$75,000  more  than  io-  1873,  when  pestilence  was 
raging.  It  takes  about  $50,000,000  of  taxable 
property  to  pay  for  this  department,  and  what 
have  we  gained  by  this  large  expenditure?  Has 
the  death  rate  been  diminished?  and  is  Boston  a 
healthier  city  today  than  it  has  been  for  a  long 
series  of  years?  Let  me  give  you  the  death  rate 
for  the  past  fifteen  years,  so  that  you  can  compare 
the  facts : 
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In  1869 23.4 

1870 24.34 

1871 23.50 

1872 32.76 

1873 28.45 

1874 24.33 


Inl861 22 

1862 22.4 

1863 25.2 

1864 27 

1865 23.6 

1866 22.4 

1867 22.3 

1868 24 

Ihe  years  1872  ana  1873  were  the  smallpox  years. 
The  epidemic  entirely  disappeared  :n  1874.  If 
we  deduct  the  deaths  fiom  smallpox  iu 
1873,  the  year  the  Board  of  Health  was 
organized,  the  death  rate  of  that  year  would 
he  27.36  per  thousand,  and  in  1874,  when  smallpox 
disappeared,  the  rate  was  24.33  per  thousand.  'Ihe 
average  death  rate  from  1850  to  1860  was  25.2,  and 
the  average  death  rate  from  1860  to  1870  was  23.7 
per  thousand,  while  the  average  death  rate  for 
the  two  fall  yeais  the  Board  or  Health  has  been 
organized,  leaving  out  the  deaths  by  smallpox, 
has  '.een  25.84.  Unoer  their  management  the 
death  rate  has  been  above  the  average  of  the 
twenty  years  from  1850  to  1870,  according  to  the 
returns  in  the  office  of  the  Registrar.  These  facts 
show  what  an  expensive  luxurv  this  board  has 
been  and  promises  to  he  to  the  taxpayers  of  the 
city,  without  any  corresponding  benefit.  This  is 
what  rhe  increase  of  commissions  means,  and  if 
adopted  by  the  city  as  the  future  way  of  conduct- 
ing our  affairs,  the  taxpayers  will  be  the  greatest 
victims  iu  the  rate  of  mortality.  Over  this  board 
the  City  Council  has  scarcely  any  control,  ami  the 
people'no  voice  whatever  in  selecting. 

Amount  of  Money  Expended  for  the  Fire  De- 
partment in  Fifteen  Years.  These  expenditures 
inclade  fire  alarms,  repairs  and  buildings,  be- 
sides the  running  expenses  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment. The  estimate  for  1875-6  is  the  amount  asked 
for  the  next  financial  year : 

1860-1 $110,309  1868-9 $284,753 

1861-2 88,605  1869-70 344,558 

1862-3 • 102,886  1870-1 418,507 

1863-4 126,626  1871-2 468,843 

1864-5 155,177  1872-3  661,824 

1865-6 164,064  1873-4 671,511 

1866-7 185,878  1874-5 638,463 

1867-8 239,454  1876-6,( estimated).  .  731,305 

The  figures  show  how  rapidly  the  expenses  of 
this  department  has  increased.  It  costs  no*  as 
much  for  one  year  as  it  did  for  six  years  from  1860 
to  1866,  inclusive.  After  the  November  fire  in  1872, 
the  expenses  of  the  department  were  rapidly  in- 
creased. Extensive  repairs  had  to  be  made  and 
large  additions  to  the  department  were  called  for. 
It  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  depart- 
ment was  put  in  spltndid  condition  then,  but 
more  money  is  asked  for  the  next  finan- 
cial year  than  was  expended  after  the  great  tire. 
"We  have  since  been  erecting  fire-proof  ware- 
houses on  the  burnt  district;  our  building  laws 
and  regulations  have  been  made  very  strict  to 
avoid  fires  ;  no  inflammable  material  is  now  al- 
lowed on  the  roofs  of  buildings ;  but  the  expenses 
of  the  department  goes  on  increasing,  and  is  esti- 
mated to  cost  $141,000  more  than  iastyear,  and  $ 60,- 
000  and  $70,000  more  than  in  1872  and  1873,  when  we 
were  compelled  to  meet  extraordinary  expendi- 
tures. This  is  another  evidence  that  commissions 
will  be  expensive  luxuries  to  our  taxpayers.  The 
Fire  Commission  commenced  in  1873.  They  have  al- 
ready established  a  workshop  for  repairs,  employ 
men,  buy  stock,  and  conduct  a  business  that  com- 
petes with  private  enterprise  outside.  Does  any 
business  man  believe  that  they  cau  do  this  work 
economically?  No  such  experiment — because  it  is 
an  experiment — has  ever  been  piofitable,  and 
the  workshops  of  the  Fire  Department,  in 
the  course  of  years,  will  he,  to  use  a  common  ex> 
pression,  an  elephant  for  the  taxpayers  to  take 
care  of.  It  may  not  appear  so  this  year  or  the 
next,  but  it  is  bound  to  come  about.  No  city  gov- 
ernment can  carry  on  workshops  of  this  kind 
economically.  In  the  items  of  expenditures  last 
year,  $9000  was  asked  for  tools  and  machinery  for 
repair  shops,  and  $5000  is  asked  for  tools  and  ma- 
chinery next  year.  On  this  principle  workshops 
should  be  connected  with  all  the  commissions.  If 
this  theory  is  correct,  there  is  no  reason  why  we 
should  not  have  a  masons'  department,  a  carpen- 
ters' department,  a  paiuters'  department,  and  so 
on  through  th=>  whole  list.  Even  the  Trustees  of 
Public  Institutions  would  be  justified  in  starting 
another  "piggery,:'  or  a  stock  farm  to  supply  the 
two  or  three  thousand  inmates  with  what  they 
consume.  The  average  cost  of  hose  and 
repairing  hose  outside  from  1865  to  1873, 
was  only  $28,000  per  year  and  this  in- 
cludes the  financial  year  1872-3,  when  $85,270 
were     expended     for    this    purpose,     on     ac- 


count of  the  extraordinary  repairs  and  additrons 
that  had  to  be  made  in  consequence  of  the  great 
fire.  Now,  when  our  workshops  are  in  full  opera- 
tion, we  shall  have  to  expend  nearly  as  much  for 
tools  and  machinery  as  it  would  cost  to  do  the 
work  outside.  This  is  the  way  our  commissions 
are  proceeding,  and  business  men  outside  of  City 
Hall  begiu  to  understand  it,  and  look  upon  these 
movements  to  make  the  city  of  Boston  a  manu- 
facturing establishment  with  distrust  and  alarm. 
The  amounts  absorbed  by  the  three  departments, 
including  streets,  fire  and  health,  for  the  three 
last  financial  years  that  aie  complete,  with  the 
total  tax  of  these  years,  stand  as  follows: 

Streets, 
Health  and  Fire.  Total  Tax. 

1873 $9,582,543  $8,638,092 

1872 6,863,731  7,759,842 

1871 5,239,531  7,790,444 

Total $21,685,805         $24,188,378 

Showing  that  these  three  depat  tments  have  ex- 
pended the  entire  amount  raised  by  taxation  dur- 
ing the  last  three  complete  financial  years,  with 
the  exception  of  $2,500,000.  Of  the  $24,000,000 
raised  by  taxation,  streets,  health  and  file  have 
absorbed  $21 ,500,000  in  lound  numbers.  When  all 
the  other  departments,  contemplated  by  this 
charter,  are  in  full  operation, what  a  load  our  tax- 
payers will  have  to  carry.  The  city  debt  in  the 
meantime  has  increased  most  alarmingly. 

The  debt  of  the  city— 

1870  $18,687,350 

1871 26,472,916 

1872 28,628,535 

1873 30,553,116 

1874,  April  30 42,890,785 

Deducting  the  Sinking  Fund  of  $14,328,725 
leaves  the  actual  debt,  April  30,  1874,  $28,562,059. 
No  wonder  that  taxpayers  have   become  alarmed. 

The  Police  Department.  No  city  in  the 
country  has  a  better  organized  police  depart- 
ment than  the  city  of  Boston.  There  is  no  city 
in  the  country  where  life  ami  property  are 
safer  than  in  Boston,  or  better  protected. 
With  a  competent  Chief  of  Police,  faithful  and 
competent  officers,  efficient  and  capable  patrol- 
men, the  department  is  now  thoroughly  organ- 
ized, under  the  control  of  the  Mayor  and  Bo*rd  of 
Aldermen.  But  the  new  charter,  in  order  to  car- 
ry out  its  commission  business  with  some  degree 
of  consistency,  provides  for  three  commissioners, 
with  large  salaries,  the  usual  number  of  clerks 
and  incidental  expenses,  anc1  it  may  he  safe 
to  say  that  such  a  department  cannot  be 
carried  on  at  a  less  expense  than  $30,000  a 
year.  This  would  pay  for  the  thirty  addi- 
tional policemen,  recently  added  to  the  foice, 
to  meet  the  wants  of  enlarged  Boston.  These 
commissioners  are  to  take  the  place  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Police  yearly  appointed  from  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  who  have  heretofore  faithfully  per- 
formed that  work  for  nothing.  They  also  take 
charge  of  licenses,  which  work  is  also  performed 
by  a  committee  of  Aldermen  without  expense  to 
trie  city.  These  commissioners  prescribe  the  duty 
of  the  officers,  nominate  tne  Chief  of  Police  and 
subordinate  officers,  and  control  tne  department. 
Is  it  reasonable  to  suppose  that  these  mt-ncan 
control  the  department  better  than  a  chief  of  po- 
lice with  efficient  aepiuiesand  subordinate  offi- 
cers? The  wbo'e  arrangement  anpears  to  be  got 
up  without  regard  to  exnense,  and  will  be  anoth- 
er item  for  our  taxpayers  to  meet.  Even  if  com- 
missions and  departments  must  be  organized,  one 
active,  energetic  head  would  be  far  better  than 
three,  and  one  live  man  at  the  head  of  a  depart- 
ment could  do  more  effective  work  than  a 
dozen.  The  result  will  be  that,  while  large 
salaries  are  paid  to  thive  commissioners, 
one  will  be  ruling  and  controlling  power. 
In  New  York  city  police  commissions  have  been  a 
failure,  and  the  charter  of  that  city,  more  trran 
any  other,  is  what  the  new  charter  is  patterned 
after.  The  New  York  Herald  of  Saturday  last, 
the  24th  of  April,  speaks  out  boldly  about  the  de- 
moialized  condition  of  their  police  depaitment, 
and  says  the  "Commissioners  do  not  now  dare  to 
do  their  duty.  The  present  board  have  deliber- 
ately declared  their  conviction  that  many  of  the 
captains  have  been  iu  the  habit  of  receiving  hush 
money  from  gamblers  ard  other  lawbreakers,  yet 
instead  of  dismissing  such  corrupt  officers  from 
the  force,  they  have  simply  shifted  them  from  one 
precinct  to  aaother.  The  board  have  by  their  offi- 
cial action  branded  certain  detectives  as  the  paid 
allies  of  thieves,  yet  they  have  been  willing  to 
compromise  with  these  detectives  by  putting  them 
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on  posu  duty.  Charges  of  levying  blackmail  are 
made  against  officers  of  the  force.  When  the 
time  for  trial  comes  the  complainants  do  noi  ap- 
pear and  are  not  to  be  found.  No  person  but  (he 
accused  officers  can  have  any  intetest  in 
bribing  or  terrifyiug  trie  accusers  to  pre- 
vent their  appearancp,  yet  the  commis- 
sioners quietly  pass  over  the  matter."  This 
is  the  result  of  ihe  New  York  Police  Commission. 
'J he  Aldermen  who  advocate  cuis  charier  believe 
that  Boston  is  bebind  the  times— that  we  should 
go  to  New  York  tor  a  model  government — that,  in 
fact,  we  should  go  South  and  West  for  a  charter. 
I  would  respectfully  ask  the  attention  of  the 
Aldermen  9i>d  the  taxpayers  of  Boston  to  tbe 
New  York  City  Government  we  are  called  upon  to 
follow.  The  New  York  Journal  ot  Commerce  of 
the  20th  March,  a  conservative  acd  reliable  pa- 
per, says,  "The  Mayor,  in  a  special  message  to  the 
Common  Council,  again  brings  tbe  taxpayers  face 
to  face  with  the  gravest  local  question  of  the  day 
— the  burdensome  and  ill-regulated  state  of  the 
city  finances.  #  *  *  At  the  beginning  of  the 
year  the  funded  debt  of  tha  city  stood  over 
$141,000,000,  or  less  sinking  fund  $115,000,000  and 
there  was  a  floating  debt  of  from  $10,000,000  to 
$20,000,000.  These  enormous  loads  have  been 
heaped  upon  us  through  a  series  of  years  by  the 
Legislature,  acting  in  connivance  with  local  rings. 
In  order  to  facilitate  the  system  of  plunder  and 
extravagance,  laws  were  passed  enabling  depart- 
ments of  the  City  Governmeut  to  incur  indebted- 
ness almost  at  pleasure,  and  leaving  to  the  finan- 
cial authotities  only  the  duty  of  providing  for 
their  payment  by  the  issue  of  bono  s.  Under  the 
Tweed  dynasty,  this  shiftless  and  reckless  method 
of  financiering  was  pushed  to  the  utmost,  and  we 
have  the  consequences  in  a  mountain  of  debt.  At 
that  time  dishonesty  pervaded  nearly  every 
branch  of  the  local  goveramei  t,  and  all  hands 
joined  in  the  work  of  stealicg  the  city  funds." 

The  New  York  Herald  of  the  20th  March,  an- 
othei  good  authority,  says— 

"The  bonded  and  funded  debt  of  this  city,  al- 
ready gigantic  and  appalling,  is  constantly  in- 
creasing by  means  over  which  the  City  Govern- 
ment has,  at  present,  no  control.  Inconsequence 
of  State  laws  passed  in  1871, while  the  Tweed  Ring 
was  still  supreme,  the  enormous  city  debt  grows 
from  year  to  year,  and  the  municipal  authorities 
are  helpless  to  prevsnt  or  arrest  it.      *       *       * 

"It  is  the  desire  of  the  Mayor  chat  the  great 
money-expending  and  debt-incurring  depart- 
ments, like  the  Public  Works  and  Docks,  be  sub- 
ordioated  to  the  Mayer  and  Common  Council,  and 
deprived  of  their  present  authority.  We  trust 
that  our  city  legislators  will  give  their  ptompt 
consent  and  zealous  cooperation  in  this  praise- 
worthy attempt  of  the  Mayor  to  secure  the  pas- 
sage of  such  laws  at  Albany  as  will  bring  order 
out  of  the  existing  chaos  and  arrest  the  stupend- 
ous progress  of  the  municipal  debt." 

The  message  of  the  Mayor  that  called  forth  these 
comments  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  and  that  committee  made 
their  report  on  the  23d  of  March.  What  does 
this  committee  say?  Let  me  read  an  extract 
from  their  report:  "It  is  a  notorious  fact  that  of- 
ficial extravagance  and  reckless  increase  of  the 
city  debt  date  from  the  time  when  unjust  legisla- 
tion stripped  the  Common  Council  of  all  its  an- 
cient rights  and  powers  and  transferred  them  to 
independeut  and  irresponsible  commissions.  In 
our  opinion  a  change  should  be  at  once  made  in 
the  legislation  affecting  this  city  by  which  the 
sole  management  of  the  affairs  of  Ne<v  York 
should,  with  all  its  consequent  responsibility,  be 
again  rsstoreo  to  the  Common  Council.  Each 
year  the  members  aie  elected  toy  the  people,  and 
we  believe  that  the  safest  guai  antee  that  any  of- 
ficer will  perfotm  faithfully  and  «eli  the  duties 
intrusted  to  him  will  always  ne  found 
in  his  direct  accountability  to  his  constituents.  If 
this  be  not  true,  then  the  whole  system  of  repub- 
lican government  is  fatally  at  fault." 

Mart  the  language  of  this  report.  It  will  do  to 
repeat  again  and  again  when  Aldermen  stand  up 
Lere  and  advocate  commissions.  The  Board  of 
Aldermen  of  New  York  city  say  that  the  reckless 
increase  of  the  city  debt  dates  from  the  time  when 
the  Common  Council  was  stripped  of  all  its  an- 
cient rights  and  powers  and  these  rights  and  pow- 
ers were  transferred  to  independent  and  irrespon- 
sible commissions.  This  is  precisely  what  we  aie 
about  doing  it  we  adopt  the  new  chartei.  In  the 
language  of  a  citizen  of  New  York,  that  city  went 
to  sleep  in  1864  with  a  debt  of  $36,000,000,  and 
when  they  woke  up  in  1870  tbe  debt  was  $115,000,- 


000,  and  today  cannot  be  less  than  $130,000,000. 
With  their  commissions  that  city  government  now 
costs  annually  $34,000,000. 

This  is  the  city  government,  with  its  corrupt 
rings  and  departments  and  commissions,  that  we 
are  called  upon  to  follow  and  pattern  after.  This 
is  the  city  government  where  commissions  are  the 
ruling  power.  This  is  the  city  government  for 
which  we  are  to  give  up  an  old  charter,  that,  with 
its  checks  and  balances,  has  made  Boston  what 
she  is — the  foremost  city  m  the  country  for 
integrity,  honesty  and  probity.  With  our 
old  chatter  no  City  Government  has  ever 
been  corrupt  during  the  fifty  two  years  of 
our  existence  as  a  city.  With  our  old  chartei  no 
City  Government  could  become  corrupt,  with  all 
its  checks  and  restraints,  and  trusts  of  honor.  If 
corruption  comes  at  some  future  day,  it  will  con.ie 
from  the  rings  and  commissions  we'aje  now  about 
to  introduce.  Considerable  has  been  said  in  ths 
course  of  this  discussion  about  the  distinguished 
authors  of  the  new  charter,  and  the  inference  to 
be  drawn  from  these  remarks  is  that  we  should 
bow  down  to  their  decisions.  I  havt  as  much  re- 
spect for  these  gentlemen  as  any  member  of  this 
Board.  I  have  as  much  respect  for  them  as  the 
committee  of  the  City  Council  and  this  Board  of 
Aldermen  who  have  already  pulled  their  work  to 
pieces.  I  would  be  willing  to  give  their  charter  to 
the  people  without  a  single  alteration,  and  let  it 
stand  or  fall  on  its  own  merits.  I  have,  however, 
more  respect  for  an  old  charter  that  has  stood  the 
test  of  years,  which  they  completely  ignored.  I 
have  more  respect  for  aii  old  charter  handed  down 
to  us  by  Chief  Justice  Shaw,  Harrison  Gray  Otis, 
the  Quinceys  and  other  distinguished  citizens  who 
have  tilled  prominent  positions  in  the  City  Gov- 
ernment, and  if  any  vote  of  mine  will  preserve  any 
of  the  rights  and  privileges  guaranteed  to  the  peo- 
ple in  that  chatter,  I  shall  not  hesitate  to  give  it. 
The  figures  I  have  given  are  compiled  from  a  de- 
tailed statement  which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  fur- 
nished from  the  Auditor's  Office, 

Alderman  Prescott — I  did  not  intend  to  say  a 
vjord  upon  this  matter  or  to  take  up  the  time  of 
the  Board.  If,  as  the  Alderman  from  Watd  14 
claims,  this  charter  is  taking  away  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  the  people,  why  have  we  not  heard  of 
it  trom  the  people  themselves?  Why  have  not 
the  doors  of  Faueuil  Hall  swung  open,  and  the 
people  congregated  there  and  demanded  that 
their  rights  should  not  be  taken  from  them?  Is 
it  so,  Mr.  Chairman?  On  the  contrary,  the  intel- 
ligent masses  of  the  city,  and  the  influential  press 
of  the  city,  are  almost' unanimous,  I  believe,  in 
favor  of  a  change,  and  of  just  such  a  change  as  is 
recommended  by  the  charter  before  us.  I 
do  not  propose  to  go  into  a  detailed  dis- 
cussion of  the  principle  involved  in  this 
charter,  at  the  present  time,  as  I  have  expressed 
my  views  at  length  before  this  Board  on  other  oc- 
casions; but  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  some  of 
the  figures  which  have  been  given  to  us  by  the 
Alderman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat.  He  has 
gone  back  fifteea  years  and  given  the  figures  of 
the  Street,  Health,  Fire  and  Police  departments, 
but  1  do  not  see  how  they  are  pertinent  to  a  dis- 
cussion of  tbe  question  now  before  us.  Why  will 
he  not  take  tie  figures  of  the  expense  of  those 
departments  before  we  had  a  commission  and 
compare  them  with  the  expense  after  the  com- 
missions were  established.  That  is  a  proper  cri- 
terion— 

Aldeiman  Harris — Has  n't  he  done  it? 

Aldermaa  O'Brien — That  is  precisely  what  I  have 
done. 

Alcerman  Prescott — The  gentleman  has  spoken 
of  the  millions  spent  by  the  Street  Commissioners; 
bur,  pray,  who  authorized  those  expenoitures? 
Why,  the  City  Council  of  Boston — the  Board  of 
Aldermen  and  the  Common  Council,  with  the  con- 
currence of  the  Mayor.  Are  theStieet  Commis- 
sioners responsible  for  these  large  expenditures? 
They  have  investigated  and  reported  upou  these 
subjects,  and  after  t4e  City  Council,  after  investi- 
gating the  question  of  their  expediency,  have 
authorizod  those  very  expenditures.  So,  certainly, 
the  Street  Commissioners  are  not  responsible  for 
this  alleged  lavish  expenditure  of  money.  So 
in  regard  to  the  Health  Depaitm^nt.  I 
don't  see  how  his  figures  for  fifteen  successive 
years  have  auything  to  do  with  commissions. 
The  Board  of  Health  asks  tor  $122,000,  and  the 
$430,000  is  entin-ly  outside  of  tbe  Board  of  Health; 
they  do  not  spend  a  single  dollar  ot  it.  That  $430,- 
000  comes  undei  the  direction  of  a  committee  of 
this  City  Council,  and  the  Board  of  Health  have 
nothing'to  do  with  it.    The  Board  of  Health  asked 


246 


BOARD      OF      ALDERMEN 


for  $112,000  last  year,  peiforrned  their  legitimate 
functions,  and  turned  back  into  the  city  treasury 
something  like  $40,000  of  that  sum.  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  t?ke  up  time  in  arguing  the  question  of 
the  necessity  for  a  Board  of  Health  for  a 
city  covering  forty  square  miles  of  terri- 
ritory  and  a  copulation  of  over  a  third  ot  a  mil- 
lion. The  old  town  of  Boston,  in  the  last  century, 
had  a  board  of  health  entirely  separate,  distinct 
and  independent  of  the  selectmen  :  and  is  there  a 
large  city  on  this  continent  today  that  has  not  a 
board  of  health?  Is  there  a  city  of  any  consider- 
able size  that  would  give  up  its  board  of  health  ? 
On  the  contrary,  within  the  last  month  or  two  the 
city  of  Cambridge  has  taken  measureslfor  organiz- 
ing a  Board  of  Health  with  powers  and  duties 
similar  to  those  of  the  board  we  have  here.  We 
know  what  they  did  in  the  matter  of  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  smallpox;  and  I  know,  sir,  further 
that  they  have  done  something  that  uever  would 
have  been  done  if  we  had  bad  no  such  a  board  to 
give  time  to  the  investigation  of  the  matter  in  re- 
gard to  the  expense  to  the  city  in  suppressing'tae 
smallpox.  We  have  a  Chairman  of  this  Board  of 
Health  who  knew  something  about  law  ;  he  inves- 
tigated the  subject  pretty  thoroughly  to  see 
whether  a  certain  portion  of  the  expense  di  i  not 
belong  to  the  State  of  Massachusetts  to  pay,  and 
after  a  thorough  investigation  of  the  settlements 
of  not  less  than  1200  person',  he  found  that  we 
had  a  legal  claim  against  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts for  thousands  of  dollars,  and  this  same  Board, 
of  Healtn  have  collected,  so  far,  upwards  of  $80,- 
000  from  the  State,  and  there  is  more  to  come.  That 
never  -would  have  been  done  by  the  Board  ot  Al- 
dermen, which  was  the  Board  of  Health  of  the 
city  of  Boston  before  the  present  department  was 
established.  Now,  then,  in  regard  to  the  Fire  De- 
partment. I  must  say  that  I  feel  ashamed  to  be 
compelled  to  get  up  and  defsnd  one  of  these 
boards.  The  people  came  up  here  and  asked  and 
demanded  that  the  Health  and  Fire  departments 
should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  competent  men; 
they  came  up  by  eight  ano  ten  thousand  petitions 
and  asked  for  this  change  that  we  have  made ;  and 
have  they  found  fault  with  it,  Mr  Chairman?  I 
hear  no  complaint  mide  about  it.  The  Fire  Com- 
missioners were  appointed  by  the  Mayor  in  the 
latter  part  of  November,  1873,  towards  the  last  of 
tbe  financial  year  1873  4.  Of  course  they  had  to  con- 
tinue the  department  as  rbey  found  it  until  they 
had  acauaiated  themselves  with  its  details.  The 
department  was  carried  on  under  the  old  system 
until  the  following  April,  and  bv  that  time  the 
commissioners  had  it  well  in  hand.  It  seems  to 
me  that  if  we  compare  their  expenditures  in  the 
year  1874-75  with  those  of  the  previous  year,  we 
can  know  something-  about  the  workings  of  that 
department.  I  have  here  the  figures  taken  from 
the  Auditor's  report  of  1873-74.  It  will  be  re- 
membered that  Charlestown,  West  Roxbury  and 
Brighton  were  annexed  to  the  city  on  the 
1st  of  January,  1874,  so  that  the  figures  of 
1873-74  include  only  three  months  of  annexa- 
tion, viz.,  from  January  to  April.  I  find 
that  the  expenditures  for  the  Fi;e  Depart- 
ment proper"  for  the  financial  year  1873-74 
were  $591,640.27;  for  fire  alarms,  etc,  $51,092.49; 
repairs  on  engine  houses,  $28,778.37,  making  a 
toial  of  $671,511.13,  including  three  months  of  an- 
nexation at  a  cost  of  about  $12,000,  and  four  per- 
manent companies  for  six  months  (fifty-one  men), 
at  a  cost  of  about  $28,000  for  salaries  only,  making 
a  total  of  $48,000  for  the  annexed  territory.  Then, 
Mr.  Chairman,  the  Fire  Commissioners  took 
charge  of  the  department.  The  expense  of  the 
department  for  water  during  the  year  1874-75  was 
something  over  $96,000,  and  in  1873-74  it  was  about 
$83,000,  so  that  they  had  to  pay  $13,000  more  the 
year  they  took  the  department  than  they  aid  the 
year  before,  that  expenditure  being  controlled  by 
the  Cochituate  Water  Board,  who  charge  them  so 
much  for  water.  Now,  then,  I  find  that  the  ex- 
pense of  the  Fire  Department  for  1874-75  is  as  fol- 
lows: Engine  houses,  $594,663.77;  fire-alarm  de- 
partment, $35,265.57 — this  one  item  alone,  the 
previous  year,  cost  $53,000,  and  this  was  a  saving 
of  over  $16,000  in  an  item  of  a  little  over  $50,000, 
notwithstanding  that  thr  y  bad  to  take  rare  of 
Charlestown,  Brighton  and  West  Roxbury  for 
twelve  months. 

Alderman  Harris— How  came  they  to  save  that? 

Alderman  Prescott— I  am  not  prepared  ta  go 
into  the  details  of  the  saving ;  these  figures  are 
from  the  Auditor's  books  and  cannot  be  disputed. 
The  machinery  for  repair  shops  ($4500)  makes 
$634,924.34,  for  1874-75,  against  $671,511.13  for  the 
year  before,  or  a  saving  of  $21,232.72,  notwith- 


standing they  had  charge  of  West  Roxbury> 
Charlestown  and  Brighten,  while  in  the  pre- 
vious vear  those  sections  were  in  the  depart- 
ment only  three  months.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  14  ha-s  spoken  of  the  increased  expense  of 
the  department  after  the  greai  fire  In  consequence 
of  buying  new  engines.  Let  us  look  at  that  for  a 
moment: -A  new  steam  fire  engine  costs  about 
$4,500,  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  it  takes 
much  more  to  run  it  tne  next  year  than  it  original- 
ly cost,  so  that  you  cannot  expect  nicch  of  a  saving 
there.  The  expense  of  running  a  steam  fire  en- 
gine, with  a  call  company  for  a  year,  was  some- 
thing over  $5000,  while  for  a  permanent  company 
it  is  $12,650  for  pay  alone ;  and  those  engines  that 
were  bought  for  $4,500  in  some  cases  were  made 
permanent  companies.  Notwithstanding  the  in- 
crease of  the  force,  and  territory,  and  the  nec- 
essary expense  of  the  department,  the  expendi- 
tures by  t'ue  commissioners,  the  first  year,  were 
something  like  $20,000  less  than  the  year  before. 
I  have  numerous  other  figures  that  I  might  pre- 
sent to  the  board  in  regard  to  the  department  if  1 
bad  time,  but  on?  more  will  suffice.  The  repairs 
for  the  Fire  Department  during  the  year  previous 
to  the  establishment  of  the  commission  amounted 
to  $69,461.89;  the  first  year  under  the  commission 
they  were  $24,191.74,  or  about  one-third  the  cost 
of  the  year  befoie,  notwithstanding  the  increase 
in  the  number  of  engines  ano  the  annexation  we 
had.  I  think  that  it  gentlemen  will  look 
into  the  department  they  will  find  an 
actual  saving  to  the  city  of  Boston  of  $100,000  to 
$150,000  over  what  would  have  been  expended  if  it 
had  been  carried  on  under  the  direction  of  a  joint 
committee  of  the  City  Council.  Besides  that,  Mr. 
Chairman,  we  have  a  fire  department,  as  our  mer- 
chants all  know,  fro>n  fifty  to  100  per  cent,  more 
efficient  than  it  was  in  the  past.  We  have  a  state 
of  things  vastly  different  from  what  we  had  in  the 
past.  When  a  fire  broke  out  then  we  had  six 
steam  fire  engines  in  the  heart  of  the  city  to  pro- 
tect upwards  of  $500,000,000  worth  of  property, 
and  ws  found  six  mare  in  another  section  to 
protect  about  $30,000,000  of  property.  The  Fire 
Department  Comn  ittee  coula  not  give  the  time 
necessary  to  a  correct  understanding  of  the  de- 
tails of  the  working  of  the  department.  There  is 
business  enough  there  to  take  the  entire  time  and 
attention  of  three  men.  Remarks  have  been 
made  concerning  the  working  of  the  commission 
system  in  other  cities.  I  hardly  think  it  is  fair  to 
compare  them  with  what  our  city  will  be  under 
the  commissions  proposed  by  the  new  charter. 
The  commission  system  of  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia has  been  quoted.  The  commissions  the e  are 
uot  appointed  as  it  is  intended  to  appoint  them  in 
this  charter;  they  are  not  confirmed  by  the  City 
Council.  Taeir  large  commissions  are  generally 
appointed  in  part  by  one  court,  and  oart  bv  an- 
other. Their  Board  of  Health,  for  instance,  con- 
sists of  twelve  men,  three  beirg  appob  ted  by 
each  of  tour  courts.  There  is  no  direct  responsi- 
bility there.  The  board  is  too  large  and  does  not 
work  well.  The  most  glaring  frauds  of  commis- 
sioners that  have  been  recently  exposed  are  those 
of  the  Canal  Commissioners  of  the  state  of  New 
York.  Their  doings  have  been  unearthed  and  a 
change  has  been  recommended.  The  Canal  Com- 
missioners who  have  swindled  the  people  of  New 
York  out  of  millions  of  dollars  are  elective  officers, 
nominated  by  political  conventions  and  elected 
bythepeiple.  And  what  is  it  proposed  to  do 
with  thf-m  n->w?  What  do  the  Governor  and 
the  leading  citizens  of  New  York  propose  to  do? 
They  recommend  that  those  commissioners  shall 
in  future  be  nominated  by  the  Governor  of  the 
State,  and  that  they  may  be  removed  by  him  un- 
der certain  conditions."  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  14  has  read  from  a  New  York  paper  of  a  re- 
cent date.  I  have  one  of  last  week  before  me 
now,  in  which  is  an  opinion  of  a  man  who  was 
Mayor  of  the  city  of  New  York  for  some  years  and 
who  was  also  Governor  of  the  State,  a  man  who 
was  honored  and  respected,  and  I  will  just  quote 
from  what  he  says.  Governor  Hoffman  holds  the 
same  view  of  what  is  sometimes  falsely  called 
centralization  of  powei,  and  here  are  his  words : 

"No  good  Government  can  be  secured  unless  it 
shall  have  a  responsible  head,  in  whom  shall  be 
vested  an  executive  power,  and  to  whom,  as  the 
elected  representative  of  the  people,  all  depart- 
ments charged  with  administrative  duties  shall  be 
directly  responsible  and  accountable.  I  believe 
this  to  be  the  very  foundation  stone  of  a  good 
municipal  government.' ' 

And  he  then  goes  on  to  say  that  he  believes  it  to 
be  the  very  foundation  storie  of  a  good  system  of 
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government.  Those  opiDrons  have  been  expressed 
y  what  seem  to  me  to  be  tbe  best  political  econ- 
omists ot  the  day -a  unit  of  lesponsibrlity  some- 
where, having  charge  and  aireccion  ovtr  these  ad- 
ministrative departments.  Let  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  and  Common  Conned  be  the  legislative 
branch;  but,  lee  these  boards,  who  are  to  admin- 
ister and  carry  out  the  wishes  ot  the  City  Council, 
be  appointed  by  a  responsible  head,  ant'  let  him 
be  made  the  executive  officer  of  the  city.  Those 
are  the  views  which  the  flder  Quiucy 
maintained  during  the  whole  of  his  career  as 
Chief  Magistrate  of  this  citv.  The  Alderman 
from  Ward  14  has  quoted  him  as  one  of  the  illus- 
trious men  of  the  past.  During  his  mayoralty  in 
1823-29  he  claimed  that  the  duties  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  were  so  onerous  that  thev  should  have 
nothing  more  impospd  upon  them;  and  as  we 
have  seen  the  result  ot  his  good  judgment  in  some 
financial  matters,  I  believe  we  have  a  right  to  look 
to  him  as  authority  in  regard  to  this  theoiy  of  a 
proper  form  of  municipal  government.  I  quote 
from  one  or  two  of  his  messages  : 

"Whatever  form  of  organization  of  any  depart- 
ment tends  to  deprive  the  executive  officer  of  the 
city  of  the  power  to  cairy  into  effect  the  laws  or 
transfers  that  power  to  others  disconnected  from 
his  responsibility, has  a  direct  tendency  to  encour- 
age tbe  Executive  in  ignorance,  inactivity  o:  im- 
becility, which  will  inevitably,  sooner  or  later,  re- 
sult just  in  proportion  as  the  organization  enables 
him  to  throw  the  blame  of  mismanagement  upon 
others,  or  not  to  hold  himself  accountable  for  it. 

00  the  Executive  should  ultimately  devolve  the 
accountability  for  the  efficiency  of  all  the  depart- 
ments, and  every  organization  is  defective  which 
enables  him  to  escape  from  it." 

And  finally  Le  adds — 

"The  result  of  my  experience  during  the  past 
year  on  this  subject  is  this :  that  the  interests  of 
the  city  are  most  deeply  coinected  with  such  an 
organization  of  eve<y- branch  of  executive  power 
as  that,  the  ultimate  responsibility  for  the  execu- 
tion should  rest  upon  the  Mayor;  and  which  he 
should  therefore  be  incapable  of  denying  or  evad- 
ing; that,  at  all  times,  the  blame  should  rest  upon 
him,  without  thd  po'wer  of  thrown  g  it  off  upon 
others  in  case  of  ar  y  defect  of  plan  or  inefficiency 
in  execution." 

And  another  high  authority  [Judge  Dillon], upon 
the  same  subject,  has  said  — 

"Experience  h?s  demonstrated  the  necessity  of 
more  power  and  more  responsibility  in  the  execu- 
tive head  or  our  municipal  institution.  Too  oftea 
the  duties  of  tbe  Mavor  or  executive  officer  are 
only  nominal,  and  to  these  he  give,;  but  little  at- 
tention— a  natur&l  result  of  his  want  of  impor- 
tance and  of  his  inability  to  control  the  adminis- 
tration of  municipal  affairs. 

"If  the  office  be  clothed  with  dignity  and  real  au- 
thority; if  the  Mayor  shall  be  invested  with  the 
veto  power;  if  he  shall  have  the  sole  ric/ht  to  ap- 
point, and  the  unrestricted  power  to  suspend  or 
remove,  subordinate  officials  or  heads  of  depart- 
ments, then  the  citizens  can  justly  demand  of  him 
that  he  shall  be  individually  re sponsible  for  the 
proper  conduct  of  the  concerns  of  the  municipali- 
ty, and  if  grievances  exist  they  will  know  to  whom 
to  apply  for  remedy  or  upon  whom  to  fix  the 
blame." 

And  1  might  quote  innumerable  authorities 
bearing  upon  the  same  point.  My  mind  is  firmly 
fixed  that  we  need  an  entirety  radical  change. 
The  duties  of  an  Alderman  are  such  that  he  can- 
not possibly  have  the  intimate  knowledge  that 
he  srronld  have  of  every  department  he  has  charge 
of  as  a  member  of  the  Board.  Aldermen  are 
placed  upon  twelve  or  fourteen  committees,  and 

1  think  there  was  one  case  last  year  where  a 
member  served  on  seventeen  committees  besides 
being  called  upon  to  serve  on  the  Water  Board, 
where  his  duties  were  sufficient  to  require  his 
whole  time  and  attention.  Although  not 
so  acceptable  to  me  in  some  resDects  as 
the  report  presented  by  the  commissioners, 
it  is  yet  more  acceptable  in  other  re«pects. 
It  is  intended,  after  this  matter  is  passed 
upon  by  both  branches  of  the  City  Council  and 
the  Legirlature,  to  submit  it  to  the  people.  I  can- 
not understand  how  mei  who  do  not  fully  believe 
in  all  tbe  provisions  of  this  charter  cannot  be 
willing  to  submit  it  to  the  people.  It  will  receive 
thoughtful  discussion  by  the  people  and  the  press; 
and  whether  the'  changes  it  proposes  will  come 
now  or  some  future  day, I  have  no  doubt  but  that 
Boston,  with  her  inwease  1  growth,  must  have,  in 
ihe  main,  the  same  form  of  government  as  has 
been  proposed  here. 


Alderman  Quincy — I  had  collected  some  of  the 
figures  and  statisti  's  in  regard  to  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment, which  have  been  presented  by  the  Alder- 
man from  Ward  9  more  forcibly  than  I  could  have 
done  myself.  I  will  therefore  only  add  a  state- 
ment which  has  been  dra?7n  up  in" the  Fire  Com- 
missioners' office,  shoeing  what  we  pay  for,  and 
whether  the  previous  regime  could  have  given  us 
anything  of  the  sort : 

"Up  to  Oct.  t,  1873,  the  department  consisted  of 
23  engines  with  call  companies,  7  hook  and  ladder 
trucks  with  call  companies,  10 hose  carriages  with 
call  companies,  1  chemical  e>  gii.e,  3  extinguisher 
wagons.  On  the  1st  of  Oct.,  1873,  Engine  No.  25 
and  Hook  and  Ladder  No.  8  were  added  with  per- 
manent companies.  Dec.  10,  1873,  Engine  No.  24 
was  added  with  ca'l  companies  Jan.  5, 1874,  by 
annexation  of  Charlestown,  Brighton  and  West 
Roxbury,  3  engines,  3  hook  and  ladder  trucks  and 
4  hose  carriages,  all  with  call  companies,  were 
added.  On  the  15th  Oct.,  1873,  the  companies  of 
Engine  Nos.  4  and  7  were  made  permanent,  and 
tliere  were  no  otherpermaneutcompanies  until  af- 
ter the  end  ol  the  financial  year.  The  present  finan- 
cial year  the  department  has  consisted  of  29 
engines,  12  hose  carnages,  11  hook  and  laddee 
carriages,  5  chemical  engines.  Durinir  the  wholr 
time  7  engines,  3  hook  awd  ladder  trucks  and  3 
ehmi-al  engines  have  had  permanent  companies 
and  since  January,  1875,  two  additional  ecgine 
companies  have  been  madep>ermanent,  and  durrug 
the  whole  year  11  assistant  engineers  bave'teen 
permanently  employed  at  salaries  of  $1600  each, 
making  the  whole  permanent  force  of  the  year  1 
chief  engineer,  11  assistant  engineers,  9  engine 
companies,  3  hook  and  ladder  companies,  3  chem- 
ical eagine  companies." 

That  is  the  permanent  force— the  regular  army, 
as  it  may  be  called — of  the  Fire  Department  to- 
day. Let  those  gentlemen  who  seem  to  believe 
that  as  good  a  permanent  army  could  have  been 
provided  at  the  same  cost  by  the  old  regime  make 
a  move  to  return  to  the  old  system,  and  they 
would  soon  see  whether  such  a  movement 
would  excite  a  storm  of  popular  applause 
or  indignation.  Ooe  or  thtt  other  would 
soon  follow.  I  don't  propose  to  take  up  time  by 
arguing  the  question  of  commissions;  we  had 
that — 1  won't  say  ad  nauseam,  but  certainly  to 
an  extent  that  requires  no  further  argumen  t.  We 
who  support  the  new  chnrter  have  been  accused 
of  distrusting  the  people;  but,  who,  I  say,  can 
show  a  greater  distrust  of  the  people — 
those  who  want  to  lay  this  charter  upon 
the  table  or  those  who  favcr  allowing  the 
people  to  vote  upon  it?  I  should  be  will- 
ing to  submit  it  to  the  people  after  a  public 
discussion  at  the  State  House.  If  the  people 
should  deem  it  fraught  with  danger  to  their  liber- 
ties they  will  reject  it;  but  if  they  consider  ic  a 
move  toward  a  more  energetic  and  purer  and  bet- 
ter government  they  wiU  adopt  it,  and  by  their 
verdict  I  shall  be  willing  to  abide. 

Alderman  Power — The  remarks  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  9  have  reminded  me  of  a  few 
things  I  wished  to  say.  An  investigation  recently 
took  place  iu  Philadelphia  in  relation  to  the  man- 
agement of  the  Board  of  Health,  and  a  despatch 
from  that  city  says— 

"The  joi"t  special  committee  ot  the  Select  and 
Common  Councils,  to  investigate  the  conduct  of 
the  Board  of  Health,  in  giving  street-cleaning 
cont  acts,  made  a  report  rod  ay  showing  a  fright- 
ful amount  of  corruption  in  the  board;  in  fact'  it 
appears  from  this  report  that  the  Board  of  Health 
has  been  run  for  yeais  solely  for  the  purpose  of 
robbing  the  city  treasury.  In  the  street-cleaning 
contracts  the  awards  have  been  almost  invaria- 
bly made  to  the  highest  bidder,  instead  of  tne 
lowe-t  as  required  by  law.  It  is  shown  that  the 
contracts  were  awarded  nearly  to  the  amount  of 
$400,000  above  the  lowest  bids.  The  report  con- 
cludes with  a  resolution  tor  a  complete  reorgani- 
zation of  the  board." 

I  have  any  quantity  of  items  of  this  kind  in  re- 
lation to  coxmissions  in  New  York,  but  the  Al- 
derman from  Ward  14  has  quoted  some  that  I 
meant  to  have  used  myself.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  so  long  as  the  City  Government  of  New  York 
was  run  as  it  was  in  former  years,  it  was  well  man- 
aged ;  but  the;  Legislature  aboli-hed  the  system 
and  created  the  commissions.  My  experience  in- 
dicates that  it  will  be  the  same  here.  What  does 
the  Legislature  know  of  the  needs  and  wants  of  this 
city,  as  compared  with  the  citizens?  A  year  ortwo 
ago  this  Board  examined  into  the  simjile  matter 
of  the  number  of  truant  officers,  and  it 
took  them  but  a  short  time  to  ascertain  that  lour 
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or  five  such  officsrs  were  sufficient  where  there 
bad  tteen  a  dozen  or  thirteen.  Of  course  we  did 
our  duty,  and  voted  to  abolish  all  that  were  un- 
necessary, and  save  the  city  $6000  or  $8000  a  year. 
It  was  drawn  to  our  notice  from  the  fact  that 
there  was  a  vacancy  in  the  Truant  Department, 
and  thei  e  u  ere  more  applicants  than  I  have  ever 
seen  for  a  commission  in  this  City  Hall.  Some  of 
us  were  led  to  look  ijto  the  matter,  and  w.^  found 
that  the  officers  were  responsible  to  nobody;  ttiey 
were  supposed  to  examine  bOAe«  at  the  school- 
houses  and  get  orders  tb°re,  but  they  reported  and 
were  responsible  to  noboay.  They  worked  about 
one-third  of  the  time,  and  tilled  other  positions, 
and  carried  on  other  business.  So  we  voted  to 
abolisb  the  offices.  Well,  what  did  they  do?  They 
and  their  friends  went  to  the  Legislature, 
who  took  away  tbe  power  from  the  City 
Government.  And  what  does  the  Legis- 
lature kno77  about  that  or  the  general  necessities 
of  this  Government?  Nothing  at  all,  compared 
with  the  citizens  at  large  or  tbe  Board  of  Alder- 
men. 4s  to  the  comments  on  the  srreat  savings 
of  the  commission-!,  it  ruu  t  be  recollected  that 
after  the  great  fire  the  committee  spent  a  large 
amount  of  mousy  buying  an  immense  amount  of 
material  to  equip  trie  fire  department.  Every- 
thing w-s  thoroughly  equipped  whin  the  c  m- 
miss. oners  cane  into  office,  and  the  expense 
should  have  been  greatly,  yes,  immensely, 
redueer).  The  Aldermau  talks  about  the 
decrease  in  die  expense  of  fire  alarms. 
Why,  tie  apparatus  in  the  whole  burnt  dis- 
tiict  had  to  be  replaced,  and  an  extia  amount 
of  monny  was  called  for  to  do  it  with.'  Besides 
that,  a  large  amount  was  spent  en  account  of  the 
apparatus  destroyed  by  the  fire;  and  when  the 
commissioners  came  in  the  department  was 
thoroughly  equipped.  But  the  expense  tias  gone 
on  increasing.  The  Board  of  Health  have  called 
for  more  money.  During  the  smallpox  year  there 
was  a  reason  for  spendiug  a  large  amount  of 
money;  and  it  has  been  repeatedly  said  here 
that  the  Board  of  Health  saved  the  city 
of  Boston.  I  do  not  wish  to  detract  Lorn  the 
credit  due  the  Board  of  Health,  but  they  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  e:  adication  of  the  small 
pox.  Tlie  Board  of  Aldermen  appointed  physi- 
cians to  vaccinate  the  people,  and  thai  is  what 
stopped  tbe  smallpox.  Any  Alderman  who  votts 
for  this  charter  says  emphatically  that  the  Gov- 
ernment of  thi.-.  country  is  a  total  failure,  and 
that  it  is  aot  safe  to  tiust  the  peopl*-.  That 
is  the  long  and  short  of  it;  tbat  is 
all  there  is  in  it;  that  is  the  whole 
sum  and  substance  of  it — the  peocle  are  not  to 
be  trusted  to  manage  their  own  affairs.  It  says  it 
as  plainly  as  it  can  be  spoken.  The  Alderman 
says  you  cannot  do  your  duties.  I  say  you  can  if 
you  do  what  you  have  sworn  to  do,  and  there  is, 
no  need  of  a  commission.  If  Aldermen  don't 
mean  to  uegle  t  their  cto  bucioess  and  attend  to 
the  city's  interest,  then  we  must  have  some  other 
method.  But  if  Alder  neu  csjjy  out  faiihfully 
the  caths  they  have  taken,  there  is  no  necessity 
for  a  change.  But  if  you  take  this  position 
only  for  the  pleasure  and  privilege  it 
gives,  thea  it  is  necessary  to  make  some 
change.  The  gentleman  has  alluded  to  an  ex-Al- 
derniao  who  was  on  ttprteen  committees.  That 
gentleman  looked  after  the  city's  interest  as  faith- 
fully and  closely  as  any  commissioner  here,  and  if 
every  Alderman  did  as  well,  there  would  be  no 
need  of  commission: \  He  never  shirkea  his  duty, 
anc  never  vvas  frightened  by  a  newstaper  para- 
graph; he  was  not  frightene:!  out  of  his  senses 
when  a  newspaper  barked  at  him  ;  he  performed 
his  duties  faithfully  and  independently,  and  was 
n't  afraid  of  any  combination. 

Aldermau  Prescott— Did  not  that  Alderman 
vote  for  a  water  commission  last  year? 

Alderman  Power — I  have  voted  in  favor  of  some 
commissions  myself,  but  I  am  not  in  favor  of 
turning  this  Government  upside  down  and  aban- 
doning a  charter  under  which,  as  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  14  says,  the  city  has  gained  an  envia- 
ble name,  and  under  which  we  have  a  Government 
that  there  is  no  other  on  this  continent  to  be  com- 
pared with.  I  should  like  the  Alderman  to  tell  in 
what  department  there  is  waste  or  fraud,  or  where 
the  city's  money  is  squandered.  I  know  of  but  one, 
and  that  is  the  school  department,  and  I  say  it 
openly,  and  will  vote  for  a  change  there.  If  this 
Board  had  control  over  that  department  there 
would  be  no  reason  to  complain  ;  but  we  have  no 
voice  in  it.  The  gentleman  took  an  oath  to  perform 
certain  ducies  when  he  came  here,  and  his  only 
excuse  isthathecanrotgivethetime.  Why  did  n't 


he  tell  his  constituecrs  tbat  when  they  en- 
trusteo  it  into  his  hands?  Why  did  he  deceive 
and  cheat  them?  Why  did  n't  he  tell  them,  when 
he  accepted  this  trust,  that  he  could  not  faithful- 
ly fulfil  it?  That  is  the  whole  story;  nobody  dare 
contradict  it.  I  don't  see  how  an  Alderman  can 
acknowledge  that  he  has  practised  deception,  and 
that  he  cannot  perform  tbe  duties  he  took  a  sol- 
emn oath  to  discharge.  If  I  thought  the  city  of 
Boston  had  lost  a  single  dollar  by  my  carelessaess 
or  neglect  I  could  n't  feel  that  I  was  an  hon- 
est man  till  I  had  paid  it  back  into  the 
city  treasury.  It  is  a  poor  excuse  the  Aldeiman 
gives  to  his  constituents  who  have  confided  this 
trust  to  him.  I|  don't  wish  by  any  tricks  or  par- 
liamentary tactics  to  stave  off  this  matter  tor  one 
moment.  It  is  evident  that  a  bare  majoiity  of 
this  Board  are  prepared  to  vote  for  this  charter; 
lut  I  say  it  is  not  creditable  to  chem  to  vote  for 
such  a  charter  with  the  little  time  they  have  had 
to  examine  into  the  working  of  this  Government, 
with  the  shorttime  they  ha  ve  had  to  look  into  its 
management. 

Alderman  Power  moved  to  amend  the  draft  by 
a  :diig  section  181  of  tbe  craft  reported  ©y  the 
special  committee  to  section  189  of  the  draft  as 
amended  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  [The  amend- 
ment would  place  the  Registrar  of  Births,  Deaths 
and  Marriages  under  the  Board  of  Health.] 

Alderman  Stebbins  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  and  Alderman  Quircy  hoocd  it  would  be 
acted  on  at  once.  The  amendment  was  rejected — 
yeas  5,  nays  7. 

Y°as— Aldermen  Cla.  k,  Harris,  Power, Prescott, 
Worthingtou — 5. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Burrag0,  O'Brien, 
Pope,  Quincy,  Stebbins,  Viles — 7. 

The  order  was  then  passed— yeas  7,  nays  5. 

Teas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Burrage,  Claik,  Pope, 
Prescott,  Quincy,  Stebbins— 7. 

Nays— Aldermen  Ha.ris,  O'Buen,  Power,  Viles, 
Wo;'thington— 5 

Sent  down. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
submitted  oroers  for  tbecoastruction  of  sewers  as 
follows:  In  Schuyler,  and  M;iple  streets;  in  War- 
wick street,  between  Sterling  and  Windsor  streets; 
in  Edge  wood  street.  Severally  read  twice  and 
passed. 

Report  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  petition  of 
Albert  Bo  wker  to  be  heard  on  sewers  in  Marginal 
street,  East  Boston.    Accepted. 

VEGETABLE  MARKETS. 

Alderman  Prescott  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Markets,  to  whom  were  re- 
ferred the  petitions  of  Samuel  Talbot,  Jr.,  and 
many  others  that  the  city  would  hire  or  purchase 
for  market  purposes  lands  near  the  easterly  end 
of  Faneuil  Hall  Market,  and  the  petitions!  of  An- 
drew F.  Allen  and  many  others,  that  ths  city 
woLdd  buy  or  hire  the  land  now  used  for  a  pro- 
duce mark?t  at  the  head  of  India  wbarf,  having 
carefully  considered  the  subject,  beg  leave  to  sub- 
mit tbe  f ollo7?ing  report : 

In  1873  the  stieets  around  Faneuil  Hall  Market 
became  so  much  obstructed  by  the  great  num- 
ber of  vegetable  wagons  which  were  driven  in 
from  the  country  every  afternoon,  that  an  ur- 
gent demand  was  made,  both  by  the  own- 
ers of  the  wagons  and  those  who  occupied 
permanent  places  of  business  in  the  vicinity,  that 
the  city  should  furnish  additional  facilities  for 
the  transaction  of  this  branch  of  the  market  busi- 
ness. The  Committees  oo  Markets  and  Licenses 
of  the  Board  of  Alderman  examined  the  subject, 
very  thoroughly,  and  united  in  recommending  the 
passage  of  an  order  to  hire  a  portion  of  tbe  Mer- 
cantile-what  f  properiy,  covering  about  50,000 
square  feet,  tor  a  term  of  one  year,  at  an  expense 
of  $2500.  Before  the  order  was  passed  a  proposi- 
tion was  received  from  the  proprietors  of  India 
wharf  to  give  the  city  the  free  use  of  about  90,000 
square  feet  of  vacant  land  located  between  India 
and  Central  wharves,  known  as  tbe  "dump,"  for 
a  term  of  two  years  from  May  1, 1873.  This  propo- 
sition was  accepted,  and  the  grounds  were  imme- 
diately put  in  order  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
vegetable  market.  The  expense  incurred  in  so 
doing,  amounting  to  about  $5300,  was  to  be  reim- 
bursed to  the  city  by  making  a  small  charge  tor 
the  use  of  stands.  During  the  two  years  covered 
by  the  lease  the  city  has  received  from  rent  of 
stands  sufficient  to  pay  all  expenses  and  produce 
a  net  profit  of  $7100. 

As  the  lease  of  the  India-wharf  property  ex- 
pires on  the  1st  of  May,  this  Board  is  now  called 
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upon  to  determine  whether  it  shall  be  renewed 
upon  the  terms  offered  by  the  proprietors,  or 
whether  another  locality  shall  he  selected  upon 
terms  more  favorable  to  theory.  Numerous  pe- 
titions have  been  presenttd,  borh  for  and  against 
the  present  location;  and  your  committee  have 
given  the  subjactalong  and  patient  investigation, 
with  a  view  to  the  determination  of  the  question 
in  chs  manner  best  calculated  to  promote  tlie 
piesentand  future  interests  of  our  citizens.  The 
proprietors  of  the  India-wharf  p  roperty  made  a 
verbal  offer  to  lease  to  the  city,  for  a  period  of 
three  years,  about  100,000  feet  of  tbeir  land,  in 
con sideraiion  of  their  being  relieved  of  tbe  taxes, 
amounting  to  about  $6000  per  annum.  This  offer 
has  since  been  formally  withdiawu,  and  the  com- 
mittee are  not  informed  as  to  the  terms  upon 
which  the  lease  of  these  grounds  would  be  re- 
newed. 

The  Mercantile  Wharf  Corporation  have  agreed 
to  give  tbe  city  the  free  use  or  the  lands  bounded 
by  Atlantic  avenue,  Mercantile  street,  Clinton 
street  extended,  and  Krchmoud  street  extended, 
containing  about  80,000  square  feet,  for  a  term 
of  three  years  from  May  1,  1875,  pay- 
ing ill  the  taxes  assessed  thereon  during 
that  period;  also  to  give  &  bond  to  convey  the 
lands  to  the  city  within  one  year  from  the  first  of 
May  for  the  sum  of  $4.75  per  square  foot  and  a 
proportional  part  of  the  taxes  for  the  unexpired 
term  of  the  bond. 

This  agreement  has  led  io  the  settlement  of  the 
long-standing  controversy  between  tbe  corpora- 
tion and  rhe  ciry,  growing  out  of  the  construction 
of-  Atlantic  avenue.  The  co  poration  is  to  pay  the 
citv  $75,000  for  filling;,  sewerage  and  betterments, 
give  all  of  their  lands  included  within  the  lines  of 
Clinton  street,  extended  in  a  straight  1ms  to  At- 
lantic avenue  and  Kichruond  street,  extended 
from  Mercantile  street  to  Atlantic  avenue,  in  a 
line  substantially  parallel  with  Clinton  street.  By 
this  ggreement  the  corporation  conveys  to  the 
city  free  of  expense  30,137  feet  of  land,  which  is 
taxed  at  about  $2.75  per  foot. 

In  connection  with  these  arrangements  with  the 
wharf  corporation,  a  settlement  iias  been  effected 
of  the  quesiions  at  issu-  between  Hon.  Josiah 
Quincy  and  the  city.  Mr.  Qumey  has  agreed  to 
pay  all  claims  against  him  on  account  of  the  con- 
struction of  Atlantic  avenue,  amounting  to 
$119,258.16,  give  all  the  land  required  of  him  for 
the  extension  of  <_,licton  street,  and  pay  the  city 
in  addition  thereto  the  sum  of  $10,000. 

If  cbe  use  of  the  Mercartil<?-wharf  property  had 
been  offered  to  the  city  in  1873  upon  the  same 
terms  that  tbe  India-wharf  property  was  offered, 
it  would  undoubtedly  have  been  preferred,  as  it  is 
in  many  respects  better  adapted  for  market  pur- 
poses. It  is  considerably  nearer  Faneuil  Hall 
Marker  ai  C  the  centre  of  the  wholesale  trade  in 
provisions.  It  was  state  1  by  those  who  are  famil- 
iar with  the  business,  that  nine  teen- twen'ieths  of 
the  wholesale  dealers  ate  located  north  of  State 
street.  The  concentration  of  the  different  branches 
of  this  wholesale  business  is  clearly  advantageous 
both  to  the  buyer  and  the  seller.  It  sharpens 
competition  and  tends  to  prevent  foie  tailing.  As 
much  the  larger  portion  of  the  domestic  produce 
is  brought  into  the  northerly  end  of  the  citv  by 
cars  or  uagons,  the  lands  at  Meraantile  wharf  are 
more  convenient  of  access  than  those  of  India 
whaif. 

The  citv  is  under  no  obligalion  to  maintain  the 
et fablishment  at  India  wharf  beyond  the  period 
of  the  lease.  The  Ioct;on  was  understood  to  be  a 
temporary  one,  and  all  the  improvements  made 
by  the  city  and  by  those  who  occupied  the  grounds 
are  of  a  temporary  character.  A  more  convenient 
location  having  been  offered,  on  terms  mjre  fa- 
vorable to  the  city,  there  is  no  good  reason  whv  it 
should  not  be  accepted.  The  occupants  of  stands 
at  India  wharf,  who  have  been  induced  by  inter- 
ested parties  to  oppose  ny  change,  will  undoubt- 
edly see  the  wisdom  of  acquiescing  io  the  decision 
of  this  Board;  and  when  the  change  is  effected 
they  will  find  that  the  best  interests  of  all  parties 
have  been  fairly  considered. 

The  committee  would  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  order. 

For  the  Committee, 

Charles  J.  Pbescott, 

Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Markets  be 
and  tln;y  are  hereby  authorized  to  establish  a 
market  for  the  sale  of  provisions  and  perishable 
produce  oi  the  lands  owned  by  the  Mercantile 
Wharf  Corporation,  situated  and  lying  between 
Atlantic  avenue  and  Mercantile  street,  contain- 


ing eighty  thousand  square  feet,  more  or  less ; 
provided,  that  the  said  Mercantile  Wharf  Corpo- 
ration will  give  the  city  a  lease  of  said  lai.ds,  free 
of  rent,  for  a  period  of  three  years  from  the  first 
day  of  May,  1875,  and  will  agree  to  pay  the  taxes 
assessed  thereon  bv  the  city  during  the  time  of 
said  lease;  and  will  also  give  a  bono  to  convey 
the  said  lauds  to  tie  city  at  any  time  w'thin  one 
yea>  fron,  toe  fir -t  day  of  May,  1875,  for  the  sum 
of  four  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents  per  square 
foot  and  a  proportional  part  of  the  taxes  for  the 
unexpired  term  of  the  bond. 

Alderman  Prescott  «aid  if  there  was  no  objec- 
tion he  would  move  that  the  order  take  its  second 
reading. 

Alderman  Poser  inquired  if  the  committee  were 
prepared  to  recommend  that  the  city  should  go 
into  this  sort  of  business  permanently.  It  th°y 
do,  where  are  they  to  stop?  What  auvantage  is  it 
to  the  citizens  for  the  city  to  own  a  market  house  ? 
If  they  have  n't  something;  better  to  show  than 
Quincy  Market,  theie  is  not  much  rea- on  for  it. 
This  appears  to  be  a  question  which  the  Board  are 
afraid"  to  discuss.  The  City  Government  seems 
to  be  afraid  to  touch  these  marketmen.  It  had 
been  said  that  the  stalls  are  not  let  for  half  as 
much  as  they  should  be.  Before  going  into  another 
maiket  they should  krow  what  has  been  there- 
suit  heretofore.  He  did  not  inc.orse  the  city 
foiLg  into  business,  although  a  member  of  one 
oard  who  have  done  it.  If  it  is  provided  by  one 
branch  it  might  be  for  another,  aad  a  great  shoe 
and  leather  exchange  would  be  as  well  to  have  as 
a  market.  It  had  never  been  shown  that  this 
question  Jiad  been  of  advantage  to  the  cit1* ,  and 
it  should  be  gone  into  before  the  order  takes  a 
second  reading. 

Alderman  Prescott  said  that  the  market  system 
had  been  maintained  tor  the  last  fifty  years  and 
the  general  question  had  not  been  considered  by 
the  committee.  Accommodation  had  been  fur- 
nished the  vegetable  wagons  for  the  last  half  a 
century.  The  city  now  derives  upwards  of  $100,- 
000  a  year  from  the  market  system.  The  stalls 
were  leased  last  year  for  a  terrn  of  years  and  the 
only  questron  now  was  whether  the  vegetable 
maiket  should  be  continued.  It  will  be  a  long 
da} ,  he  thought,  before  the  city  will  consent  to 
give  up  the  system  of  public:  markets. 

Alderman  Burrage  wished  to  know  what  bene- 
fits rhe  Mercantile  Wharf  Company  expected  to 
receive  from  lease  of  tbe  property  to  the  city  tree 
of  rent  and  taxes  for  three  years,  and  whether 
they  did  n't  expect  that  tbe  city  would  buy  it  at 
$4.75  a  foot  at  the  end  of  that  time. 

Alderman  Prescott  said  the  corporation  un- 
doubtedly ixpecte.i  it  would  bring  business  there, 
and  pethaps  they  hoped  the  city  would  make  it 
permaneut,  which  the  city  may  find  it  for  its  in- 
terest to  do,  while  the  City  Council  have  a  year 
to  decide  it  in.  The  amount  that  w  11  be  received 
will  be  greatly  in  excess  of  what  is  required  .to 
grade  and  reclaim  the  land. 

Alderman  Power  thought  the  pr  iper  thing  to  do 
was  to  lay  the  matter  on  the  table  and  request  the 
commi.tee  to  reoort  the  piesent  value  of  Quii.cy 
and  Faneuil  Hall  markets,  the  netincome received 
from  the  system,  and  the  expense  of  running  the 
system.  If  the  oropert.v  cost  $300,000  over  forty 
years  ago,  it  must  be  worth  a  million  now.  If  it  is 
shown  that  the  city's  owning  the  market  makes 
provisions  cheaper,  that  is  an  argument  in  favor 
of  the  system.  A  great  deal  is  said  of  tbe 
fortunes  made  on  the  rent  of  stalls,  the 
leases  being  handed  down  from  one  family 
to  another  and  selling  at  a  larg^  bonus.  There 
is  no  reason  why  tbe  city  should  not  receive  the 
benefit  of  that  demand  for  the  stalls  as  well  as 
privare  individuals. 

Alderman  Prescott  said  the  Board  could  obtain 
tbe  information  if  desired,  but  if  no  other  objec- 
tion is  offered  there  should  be  no  obstacle  to  the 
passage  of  the  order.  It  it  is  desirable  to  ^ive  up 
the  property  it  cannot  be  done  till  the  lea- es  ex- 
pire; but  he  had  no  idea  that  the  city  would  de- 
sire to  do  so.  He  alluded  to  the  efforts  in  pre- 
vious years  to  accommodate  the  market  gar- 
deners in  the  streets  until  it  could  be  no 
longer  done;  the  India-wharf  property  was 
leased,  and  that  lease  expires  this  week,  and  it 
will  take  some  time  to  arrange  the  r.ew  location. 
He  would  not  press  the  order  if  objection  were 
made.  If  speedy  action  is  taken  all  the  stands 
can  be  let  in  tbe  new  market.. 

Aldermar.  O'Brien  would  be  happy  to  vote  ror 
the  orde"-,  because  the  concentration  of  the  pro- 
vision business  afford e  •  an  opportunity  for  effi- 
cient inspection,  which  is  a  great  point  gained. 
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Alderman  Power  thought  the  question  raised  an 
important  one.  The  present  order  looks  like 
another  market  house,  else  why  are  the  owners 
willing'  to  lft  three  or  four  thou-and  feet  of  land 
to  the  city  for  nothing  and  pay  taxes  on  it.  The 
business  should  he  concentrated,  of  course,  but 
the  question  is  whether  it  is  any  accommodation 
to  the  people  for  the  city  to  own  the  houses,  and 
stronger  evidence  should  be  adduced  than  has 
been  presented.  It  was  not  creditable  to  pass  an 
order  like  rhat  without  more  evidenc?  by  which  to 
defend  their  action. 

Alderman  Burrage  thought  it  was  a  question 
whether  the  city  should  enter  into  competition 
with  the  owners  of  the  India-whaif  property, 
who  ;re  leasing  the  stands  there1;  but  as  the  com- 
mittee have  had  several  hearings,  he  would  defer 
to  their  judgment. 

Alderman  Potver  moved  that  the  order  lie  on 
the  table,  and  that  the  Committee  on  Ma'kets  be 
instructed  to  get  the  information  he  suggested, 
and  teport  the  present  value  of  the  property  let 
for  market  purposes,  and  the  expenses  of  run- 
ning the  department.  It  was  an  important  ques- 
tion ;  a  great  many  weie  inteiested  in  it.  He  had 
heard  thac  ten  or  fifteen  thuusand  dollars  was  not 
an  unusual  sum  to  pay  for  a  stall  in  Quincy  Mar- 
ket, and  be  thought  more  information  should  De 
had  b»  fore  action. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost,  and  the 
order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Pre?cott  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Markets  be  au- 
thorized to  assign  stands  to  the  several  applicants 
therefor  upon  the  grounds  leased  to  the  city  by 
the  Mercantile  Wharf  Corporation,  and  to  estab- 
lish the  rates  of  compensation  to  be  paid  by  the 
occupants  of  stands;  and  the  Superintendent  of 
Faneuil  Hall  Market  is  hereby  authorized  an  J  di- 
rected to  collect  the  sums  designated  by  the  said 
committee  and  pay  the  same  into  the  city  treas- 
ury. 

Inieplyto  an  inquiry  by  Alderman  Tourer,  Al- 
derman Prescott  stated  that  the  plan  of  leasing 
stands  was  to  set  the  lowest  price  on  them  that 
the  city  would  take  and  th^n  offer  them  to  the 
highest  bidder. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Alderman  Prescott  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $12,000  be  and  the 
same  is  herebv  transferred  from  the  Reserved 
Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Markets,  to  be  ex- 
pended under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
mer  in  grading  and  preparing  for  market  pur- 
poses the  grounds  leased  to  tire  city  by  the  Mer- 
cantile Wharf  Corporation,  lying  between  Atlan- 
tic avenue  ana  Mercantile  street. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  sent 
down. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses,  as  follows: 

Billiard  License  Transferred— T.  Q.  Lowd,  84 
West  SpringBeld  street,  to  D.  Leavitt  Lowd. 

Minors'  Applications  Granted — Five  bootblacks, 
eleven  newsboys. 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted  —  Frederick 
Maccabe,  to  give  variety  entertainment  at  Beet- 
hoven Hall  for  five  weeks,  commencing  April  26 ; 
W.  B.  Stacey,  to  give  a  concert  at  Tremont  Tem- 
ple, April  28;  Howes  &  Cushing's  United  States 
Circus,  to  perform  m  tf i is  city  in  June;  John  H. 
Murray,  to  exhibit  a  circus  in  this  city. 

Hack  Stand  Tiansferreci— John  Carr,  from  Prov- 
idence Depot  to  83  Providence  street. 

Wagon  License  Granted— W.  H.  Lyman  &  Co., 
to  run  parcel  express. 

Pawnbroker  Licensed— Edward  Rivett,  273  Han- 
over street. 

Dealers  in  Second-Hand  Articles  Licensed — 
Samuel  Reinstein,  1246  Treuaout  street;  Robert 
Newton,  15  Ward  street. 

Application  to  take  Birds  and  Eggs  for  Scien- 
tific Purposes  Jttef  used— James  M.  Childs,  89  Mt. 
Pleasant  avenue,  Boston  Highlands. 

Severally  accepted. 

TREASURY  DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Bigelow  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  expense  for  extra  clerk  hire 
incurred  by  the  City  Treasurer  in  receiving  the 
fess  for  licenses  issued  under  the  provisions  of 
the  act  to  regulate  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liq- 
uors, be  charged,  upon  the  approval  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Treasury  Department,  to  the  re- 
ceipts from  said  fees. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 


STABLES. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  reports  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board 
as  follows: 

Reports  recommending  that  leave  be  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions  On  the  following  petitions 
lor  leave  to  occupy  stables :  Thomas  Lane,  Paris 
street,  near  Marion,  four  hors»s;  William  Man- 
ning, Pike  street,  rear  831  Albany  street;  Martin 
M.  Ea'ly,  BoyHtou  avenue,  between  Green  and 
Boylstjn  streets;  and  recommending  leave  to 
withdraw  on  petition  of  Thomas  Lane  for  a  new 
wooden  stable  for  six  horses,  on  Paris  street,  near 
Marion  street.    Seveially  accepteo. 

ARMORIES. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Armories. 

Ordered,  That  the  armory  occupied  by  Com- 
pany D,  Fourth  Battalion  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M., 
at  the  corner  of  Orleans  and  Webster  streets, 
East  Boston,  be  approved  a.-'  a  suitable  place  tor 
the  deposit  of  arms  and  equipments. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commit  ee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  $250 
in  fitting  up  and  furnishing  the  armory  occupiec 
by  Company  A,  Ninth  Regiment  of  Infantrv,  at 
the  corner  of  Lowell  and  Causeway  streets;  said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Ar- 
mories. 

Read  twice  and  passed— yeas  12,  nays  0.  Sent 
down. 

BROADWAY  BRIDGE. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  be 
authorized  to  purchase  engines  and  provide  the 
necessary  apparatus  for  moving  the  draw  of 
Broadway  Budge,  the  expense  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Rebuilding  Broadway 
Bridge. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

PERMIT    FOB   STEAM  ENGINE. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines,  in  favor  of  grant- 
ing the  petition  of  Jamaica  Plain  Aqueduct  Com- 
pany, tor  leave  to  use  stearn  engine  on  Chestnut 
street,  Ward  17.    Accepted. 

HIGH  SERVICE  WORKS. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Engineer  be  requested 
to  consider  and  report  to  the  City  Council  what 
changes  are  necessary  in  the  system  of  high  ser- 
vice works  to  meet  the  present  and  prospective 
wants  of  those  depending  upon  that  service  for  a 
water  supplv;  also  to  consider  and  report  upon 
the  subject  of  laying  a  new  main  from  Chestnut 
Hill  Reservoir. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

FANEUIL  HALL     MARKET. 

Alderman  Prescott  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Market  in  favor  of  granting  peti- 
tion of  George  F.  Gordon,  for  leave  to  transfer 
lease  of  stall  No.  5  New  Faneuil  Hall  Market  to 
Henry  F.  Locke.    Accepted. 

FANEUIL  HALL. 

Aldeiman  Prescott  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall  recommending  that 
leave  be  granted  to  Ezra  Farnsworth  et  al.  to  use 
Faneuil  Hall  on  Tuesday  afternoon  next,  from  3to 
5  P.  M.,  for  a  service  by'Henry  Varley,the  revival- 
ist.   Accepted. 

CHAPMAN  SCHOOLHOUSE    LOT. 

Alderman  Prescott  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  on  the 
request  ot  School  Committee,  for  purchase  of  ad- 
ditional land  adjoining  Chapman  Schoolbouse  in 
East  Boston,  recommending  the  passage  of  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion be  authorized  to  purchase,  for  the  use  of  the 
Public  School  Department,  the  lot  of  land  situated 
on  Eutaw  street,  adjoining  the  yard  of  the  Chap- 
man Scboolhouse,  owned  by  Cushing  Barnes,  and 
containing  7500  square  feet,  more  or  less,  the 
price  paid  therefor  not  to  exceed  one  dollar  per 
square  foot;  to  be  charged  to  the  appiopriation 
for  the  Chapman  Schoolhouse  Yard. 

Read  once. 

THE    CENSUS. 

Alderman  Quincy  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Census  on  the  part  of  the  Board 
recommending  'eave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  of 
Stephen  G.  Jones  and  Dean  Dudley,  for  leave  to 
take  the  decennial  census.    Severally  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy  the  Board 
adjourned. 
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Regular  weekly  meeting  at  7y2  o'clock  P.  M., 
Halsey  J.  Boaidman,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Petitions  of  E.  B.  Oliver,  S.  H.  Munson,  Boston 
&  Albany  Railroad  Company,  James  S.Beau,  Bos- 
ton University,  Mary  U.  Johnson,  C.  F.  Donnelly 
et  al.,  Andrew  Newman  and  Josiab  Hitchedck,  and 
James  Allen  &  Son.    Severally  referred. 

Order  to  declare  land  forfeited  to  the  city  by 
Michael  Geragbty,  on  Hanover  street,  for  breach 
of  conditions.  Laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Cawley  of  Ward  2. 

Order  for  City  Engineer  to  report  what  changes 
are  necessary  in  tbe  system  of  high-service  works, 
and  on  the  subject  of  a  new  mam  from  Chestnut 
Hill  Reservoir.  Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on 
Water,  oo  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson  ot  Ward  12. 

Report  and  oider  for  the  purchase  of  a  lot  of 
laudadjoiniug  the  Chapman  Schoolhouse  yard, — 
7500  feet,  more  or  less,— sr  not  exceeding  $1.00  per 
square  foot.    Order  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Order  to  charge  the  expense  for  extra  clerk-hire 
in  receiving  the  fees  for  licenses  for  the  sale  of 
intoxicating  liquors,  to  the  receipts  from  said 
fees.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Certificate  of  the  election  of  S.  A.JDenio  as  a  Di- 
rector for  Public  Institutions,  in  place  of  Benja- 
min Dean,  elected  by  this  Council.  The  Council 
proceeoed  to  ballot,  Messrs.  Parker  of  Ward  14, 
Trull  of  Ward  21,  and  Leighton  of  Ward  1  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes. 
They  reported- 
Whole  number  of  votes 65 

Hecessarv  for  a  choice 33 

Benjamin  Dean 41 

Svlvanus  A.  Denio 23 

William  Sayward 1 

And  Mr.  Dean  was  declared  elected,  in  non  con- 
currence.   Certificate  sent  up. 

The  order  referring  the  matter  of  the  pay  of  la- 
borers in  the  Health  Department  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Health  came  down  with  an  amendment  for 
said  committee  to  consider  tha  expediency  of  re- 
porting an  order  fixing  a  per-diem  rate  of  j  ay- 
ment  to  said  laborers. 

Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3  hoped  the  Council 
would  adhere  to  its  original  vote,  and  so  moved. 

Mr.  Willcutt  of  Ward  17,  who  offered  the  order, 
said  he  intended  it  to  convey  the  meaning  em- 
bodied in  the  amendment,  and  hoped  the  Council 
would  concur. 

Mr,  Flynn  of  Ward  7  believed  the  committee 
would  give  the  subject  thoughtful  attention,  and 
hoped  tbe  Council  would  concur. 

The  motion  to  adhere  was  lust,  and  the  Council 
concurred  in  the  amendment. 

Order  for  an  expenditure  of  $250  in  fitting  up 
and  furnishing  the  arinorv  of  Company  A,  Ninth 
Regiment.    Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Draft  of  tbe  new  city  charter  as  amended  by  the 
Aldermen  in  committee  of  the  whole,  (City  Doc. 
No.  50,)  with  au  order  for  the  Mayor  to  petition 
the  Legislature  for  an  act  substanti,  lly  with  its 
provisions.  The  order  was  passed  to  a  second 
reading  and  specially  assigned  for  next  Thursday 
evening  at  nine  o'clock. 

VEGETABLE  MARKET. 

An  order  for  a  transfer  of  $12,000  from  the  Re- 
served Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Markets,  for 
the  purpose  of  grading,  for  market  purposes,  the 
lands  leased  to  the  city  by  the  Mercantile  Wharf 
Corporation,  came  down  to  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  should  like  at  this  time 
simply  to  ca'l  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  this 
matter,  which  I  think  is  not  fully  understood  by 
the  Council.  If  I  understand  the  matter  aright— 
there  may  be  those  here  wlio  can  explaiu  it— it  is 
the  beginning  of  an  addition  to  tbe  great  monop- 
oly which  now  exists  at  Faneuil  Hall  and  Quincy 
markets.  I  can  at  this  present  time  call  it  by  no 
other  name,  and  if  I  am  wrong  in  thus  calling- 
attention  to  it,  I  shall  be  glad  to  be  set  right ;  and 
members  of  the  Council  here,  who  are  more 
familiar  with  tbe  subject,  and  wiser  than  I  am, 
can  do  so.    If  I  undeistand  the  order,  it  is  to  ap- 


propriate $12,000  for  grading  and  filling  up  a 
certain  portion  of  the  property  near  Quincy 
Market,  which  it  has  been  in  contemplation  should 
be  provided  for  a  vegetable  market.  Now,  sir, 
for  the  last  two  years  we  have  had  an  excellent 
vegetable  market  in  the  city  of  Boston,  and  in 
reading  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Markets  I 
find  that  it  has  averaged  a  net  income  to  tbe  city  of 
over  $7000  during  the  two  years  it  has  been  leased. 
The  farmers  in  the  neighborhood  of  Boston  to  the 
number,  I  think,  of  at  least  200— 1  may  be  wrong 
in  my  figures,  because  I  got  them  in  a  very  hasty 
manner  today,  with  very  little  time  for  considera- 
tion; but  I  think  tbe  number  is  nearly  200— 
from  the  whole  ciicuit  around  Bostonbave brought 
their  vegetables  to  tnis  market,  which  is  now 
under  tne  control  of  the  city,  on  what  is  now 
called  the  "dump,"  supposed  to  contain  seventy, 
eighty  or  ninety  thousand  squ  .re  feet,  and  located 
betweenlndiaand  Central  whaives.  They  nave  done 
business  there  successfully  and  very  much  to  the 
benefit  of  the  people,  ana  it  is  now  proposed  that 
the  city  shall  give  up  its  Interest  there  and  locate 
mi  another  place.  As  I  understand  tbe  matter,  m 
addition  to  this  appropriation  of  $12,000— it  is 
more  than  double  the  amount  which  was  appro- 
priated for  filling  up  and  grading  tne  dump — it 
is  proposed  that  the  city  should  take  a  bond 
for  80,000  or  90,000  square  feet  of  land  upon 
Mercantile  wharf,  which  the  said  corpora- 
tion agree  to  sell  at  the  rate  of  $4.75  per  foot. 
That  property  is  taxed  today  for  less  than  two 
dollars  per  foot  on  the  average,  and  I  know 
what  1  say  when  I  speak  of  a  portion  of  it  beiug 
taxed  at  $2.50  a  foot ;  but  I  am  speaking  now  of 
the  *^hole  property;  and  directly  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  street  land  is  taxed  for  seventy-five 
cents  a  foot.  I  have  seen  the  returns  today. 
Now,  sir,  it  the  city  of  Boston  is  going  into  the 
wholesale  market  business  in  this  way,  it  is  time 
the  people  knew  it,  because  if  fiere  is  any-one 
thing  that  brings  up  the  cost  of  living  in 
tbe  city  of  Boston  it  is  the  expense  of  provisions, 
and  I  undertake  to  say  that  a  monopoly  is  kept 
up  which  adds  an  eaormous  expense  for'  our  pro- 
visions. I  don't  want  to  see  that  monopoly  en- 
laiged;  but  I  would  rather  see  40,  50  or  100  other 
markets  around  in  different  parts  of  the  city 
tbau  to  see  them  concentrated  at  one  point.  J. 
•  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  this 
matter  at  this  ;ime  because  I  think  it  is  of  very 
great  importance  today.  I  don't  know  why 
the  city  of  Boston  should  be  compelled  to  pay 
more  for  piovisions  for  our  families  by  twenty 
to  twenty-five  per  cent,  than  is  paid  in  any  other 
city  on  this  continent,  which  is  literally  true. 
This  matter  ought  to  be  brought  to  the  at- 
tention of  the  people,  who  ought  to  have  the 
light  to  come  befoie  the  City  Government 
ami  pass  upon  it.  I  believe  it  is  greatly  for 
tbe  interest  of  the  people  to  have  the  vegetable 
market  continued  where  it  is.  This  ground  is 
already  m  order.  I  took  a  walk  around  there 
of  about  two  hours  this  morning,  and  went  to  the 
various  markets  ace'  asked  the  prices  of  vege- 
tables. In  the  first  place,  being  nearer  to  the 
City  Hall  in  my  walks,  I  went  down  to  the 
present  vegetaole  market  and  asked  the  price  of 
potatoes. 

A  Voice— Small  potatoes? 

Mr.  Shaw — Yes,  small  enough.  And  the  men 
who  advocate  tnis  cause  will  piove  themselves 
smaller  potatoes  even,  I  inquired  tne  price  of 
Early  Rose  potatoes  I  saw  there— not  being  a.  uch 
ota  farmer,  I  can't  judge  very  well — and  they 
said  $2.25  a  brrel.  1  went  on  to  another  place, 
"What  is  the  puce  of  Early  Ru«e  potatoes?" 
"$2.25  a  barrel."  I  had  got  the  information  I  de- 
sired on  that  point.  Then  I  walked  oown  to  Mer- 
cantile whaif ,  where  it  is  proposed  to  bring  the 
city  in  debt  three  oi  four  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  walked  up  towarc's  Quincy  and  Faneuil 
Halt  market,  along  South  Mai ket  street.  "What 
is  tbe  price  of  Early  Rce  potatoes?"  "$3  per 
barrel ;  Peach  Blossoms,  $3.50"  ;  and  some  others 
were  $2.75.  Then  1  walked  along  to  another 
stand.  "What's  the  price  of  potatoes?"  "Early 
Rose  $2.75."  Then  at  another  tilace,  "Early  Rose 
$3,  Peach  Blossoms,  or  Peach  Biows"— I  am 
not  a  farmci — -$3.50,  etc.  That  is  a  sam- 
cle,  sir,  of  what  a  disinterested  party  will 
learn  when  walking  along  there,  and  asking  tne 
price,  aid  I  believe  it  to  be  a  fair  sample.  Now, 
if  it  costs  five  per  cent,  more,  sir,  to  tne  people  to 
buy  their  potatoes  down  by  Quincy  Market  than 
it  doe-,  down  upon  the  dump,  why,  1  thioK  the 
people  ought  to  know  it,  for  it  is  true  that  it  costs 
five  per  cent,  more,  generally.    Now,  sir,  I  am 
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saying  nothing  against  the  prices.  I  presume 
that  the  dealers  maybe  compelled,  hy  reason  of 
their  expenditures,  to  charge  a  high  sum,  and, 
therefore,  I  don't  want  to  repeat  and  add  co  that 
great  monopoly.  Thepeople  were  driven  away,  and 
were  compelled  to  go  awav  two  or  three  years 
ago,  because  there  was  not  rqoin  enough  there, 
and  the  farmers,  gathered  upon  this  space  upon 
the  dump,  so  called,  and  save  very  great  satisfac- 
tion. ±<Jow.the  time  has  very  nearly  passed  for 
this  lease  to  run  out,  and  I  am  informed  by  par- 
ties who  know  that  about  100  farmers  have  relo- 
cated themselves  at  that  place  and  retaken  their 
leases,  and  that  many  more  contemplate  doing 
tbe  same  thing.  Now,  why  is  it  necessary  for  the 
city  of  Boston  to  take  another  placo  when 
the  present  one  accommodates  all  the  vege- 
table producers,  and  can  accommodate  all 
who  come  in,  and  can  no  so  at  a  profit  of  $7000— why 
should  the  city  encumber  itself  with  another  place 
and  market  and  go  to  w  ork  to  spend  $12,000  to  fit 
up  that  place,  and  then  take  a  bond  for  it,  which, 
as  I  said  before,  isin  reality  a  contract  to  purchase 
in  one  year  at  $4.75  a  foot,  property  that  "is  taxed 
now  at  not  far  i com  $2.50.  Then  I  read,  si-,— be- 
cause I  wouldn't  refer  to  any  other  branch,  but 
here  is  a  matter  of  public  interest,  tnaae  in  a  pub- 
lic report— that  csrtam  parties  upon  whom  certain 
betterments  have  been  assessed,  amounting  to  a 
hundred  and  forty  or  sixtv  thousand  dollars,  more 
or  less, — I  have  n't  had  time  to  get  all  the  pai titu- 
lars—and  it  is  reported  thit  they  have  been  set- 
tled with  by  the  payment  of  $75,000,  or  less  than 
one-half  the  amount,  in  consideration  of  which 
such  and  such  things  are  to  be  djne,  and  the  city 
is  to  have  a  bond  and  this  money  is  to  be  appro- 
priated. Now,  sir,  in  coming  to  these  conclusions 
— I  have  no  more  interest  in  this  than  any  other 
man;  it  is  true  I  know  more  about  it  than  some 
others,  because  1  was  one  of  the  earliest  advo- 
cates of  settling  a  vegetable  market  down  upon 
that  dump — whatldesiie  to  get  at  are  the  tacts 
in  this  case.  No  man  will  be  mote  rsac'y  to  take 
the  back  track  when  I  am  convinced  that  I  am 
wrong,  and  I  intend  to  take  the  back  track  tonight 
upou  another  matter,  which  will  be  seen  when  it 
comes  up.  But  1  want  to  see  what  this  matter  is 
and  if  I  am  wrong  I  want  to  be  set  right,  and  in 
order  to  obtain  information,  I  move  thac  the  mat- 
ter be  laid  on  tbe  table. 

The  President  said  tbe  question  was  only  on  a 
reference  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  whicn  is 
simply  a  preliminary  stage. 

Mr.  Shaw  was  perfectly  well  aware  of  the  stage 
of  the  order,  and  that  was  why  he  desired  delay. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  (5 — I  rise  to  oppose  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  on  the  table,  it  beiog  only  a  reference 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  commits  us  to 
nothing.  Members  who  are  ignorant  of  this  mat- 
ter will  hen  have  plenty  of  time  to  investigate 
tbe  subject,  and  it  will  then  be  advanced  one 
stage  upon  its  passage  if  it  is  to  pass.  The  ge  rifle- 
man from  Ward  5  may  be  correct  in  every  particu- 
lar; 1  know  nothing  of  this  matter;  I  hope  it  vill 
be  referred  to  the  committee  and  that  they  will 
report. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward 5— I  have  endeavored  to  make 
myself  p-rfectly  clear  upon  this  matter.  I  have  n't 
a  doubt  about  what  the  report  will  be.  It  is  simply 
an  entering  wedge,  and  it  actually  commits  the 
city.  If  you  appropriate  this  $12,000  for  taking 
this  piece  of  property,  why,  you  have  then  got  to 
go  on  with  it.  That  is  where  the  trouble  comes,  by 
going  on  with  work;  the  property  will  be  bought 
for  a  great  deal  more  than  it  is  worth  per  foot.  I 
don't  think  it  is  for  the  interest  of  rhe  people.  A 
matter  of  so  much  importance  as  this  should  be 
known  by  the  people.  I  am  opposed  to  consoli- 
dating everything  into  one  quarter.  Give  us  mai- 
kets  all  over  the  city,  where  the  poor  can  buy  their 
potatoes  all  over  the  city  at  reasonable  prices.  Give 
us  a  market  where  the  poor  people  can  buy  their 
provisions  cheap.  Why  is  it,  sir— of  couise  I  am 
wandering  out  of  my  line— that  up  here  in  Ver- 
gennes,  Derby,  and  in  places  near  us  in  Vermont, 
butter  can  bp  bought  at  twenty  centr  a  pound  and 
muse  be  sold  at  Faneuil  Hall  Market  for  forty 
cents?  Docs  it  cost  that  to  get  the  butter  down 
here?  It  is  the  enormous  expenditures,  sir,  paid 
for  the  extravagant  bonuses  for  stalls  in  Faneuil 
Hall  and  Qumcy  markets,  which  causes  these 
great  prices.  Now,  sir,  shall  we  continue  to  m  lin- 
tain  tfear,  monopoly?  I  hope  the  matter  may 
lie  upon  the  table  till  I  can  be  better  informed. 

Mr.  Devereux  of  Ward  22—  This  is  rather  a  vexed 
question  and  one  I  think  the  Council  do  not 
thoroughly  understand  at  this  present  moment. 
There  is  a  great  diversity  of  opinion  in  regard  to 


it,  and  I  realiy  should  like  to  be  better  informed 
myself.  There  is  a  great  oeal  of  difference  in  re- 
gaid  to  this  case,  ana  of  course,  as  we  have  but 
one  interest  to  serve  we  should  legislate-  with  scru- 
tiny and  care.  Therefore  I  hope  it  will  lie  upon 
the  table. 
The  order  was  laid  on  the  table. 

SALARIES  OF  LICENSE  COMMISSIONERS. 

A  report  of  the  Committee  on  Salaries,  with  an 
orde:  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  License  Commis- 
sioners at  $3500,  to  be  defrayed  from  the  receipts 
for  licenses,  came  down  for  concurrence. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Cushrnan  of  Ward  1 — I  move  that  the  mle 
be  suspended  that  i.h«  order  may  pass  tonight. 

Mr.  Devereux  of  Ward  22—1  would  like  to  ask 
the  gentleman  his  reason  for  carrying  it  tonight. 

Mr.  Cushmau— The  act  takes  effect  on  the  first 
of  May. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  trie  order  was  read 
a  second  time  and  pur  urion  its  passage. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20—  I  don't,  know  what  the 
duties  of  these  commissioners  will  be,  these  Com- 
missioners of  License,  but  I  don't  like  holding  out 
the  idea  that  we  have  got  to  pay  them  so  much. 
Whether  the  money  is  received  from  licenses  or 
by  taxation  it  makes  little  difference  to  me,  and  I 
move  to  amena  by  striking  out  $500,  so  that  the 
salaries  will  be  $3000. 

Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3—1  hooe  and  trust  the 
amendment  will  not  nrevail.  It  is  very  essential 
that  the  salaries  should  be  $3500  in  order  to  get 
good  men.  I  don't  know  of  any  good  men  we 
could  get  for  $3000  a  year. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— It  appears  to  me  tba*. 
when  the  names  are  submitted  to  the  Council,  so 
that  the  Council  can  know  who  they  ave,  and  who 
are  to  be  appointed  by  the  Mayor,  that  that  will 
be  the  proper  time  for  us  to  determine  upon  the 
salaries  of  those  officers,  and  therefore  I  hope  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  20  will  not 
prevail,  but  that  the  matter  will  lie  upon  the  table 
until  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council.  By  that 
time  the  names  of  tue  commissioners  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  his  Honor  the  Mayor  will  be  submitted 
to  the  Conner!,  and  we  can  then  better  judge  what 
salary  to  give  them. 

Mr.  Brackett  ot  Ward  10— I  hope  the  amendment 
will  not  prevail  If  it  does  the  order  must  go 
back  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  for  action,  and 
that  will  cause  a  delay  of  a  number  of  davs  It  is 
important  that  it  should  be  done  by  the  first  of 
May.  It  seems  to  me  that  rhe  reason  of  tbe  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  7  is  not  a  good  one.  It  looks 
like  putting  the  cart  before  the  horse  to  appoint 
the  commissioners  and  then  fix  their  salaries.  I 
hope  the  appointment  will  not  be  made  until  the 
salaries  are  fixed. 

Mr.  Flj  nn  of  Ward  7— It  seems  to  me  to  be  put- 
ting the  cart  before  the  horse  to  establish  the  sal- 
aries of  the  commissioners  before  the  commis- 
sioners are  appointed.  You  come  in  here  and  ask 
us  to  make  salaries  for  commissioners  of  whom 
we  know  nothing,  who  have  not  even  been  ap- 
pointed by  the  Mayor.  You  don't  know  whether 
they  are  worth  $10  or  $10,000,  and  still  you  make 
the'salaries  tor  the  commissioners  and  say  to  the 
Mayor  "Go  on  and  make  your  appointments,  and 
we  will  confirm  them."  Now  I  say  that  until 
the  Mayor  sends  So  the  Council  the  names  of  those 
commissioners  it  is  not  our  duty  to  fix  their  sal- 
aries. By  the  law  the  Mayor  is  not  allowed  to  ap- 
point those  commissioners  until  the  first  day  of 
May,  and  yet  you  are  going  on  and  establishing 
the  salaries,  without  any  authority,  today.  If  the 
Mayor  had  had  the  power  he  woul 1  have  sentin  the 
names  of  these  commissioners  here  that  they  might 
be  confirmed  by  this  Council.  Now,  sir,  I  say  it  is 
not  right  and  proper  und  er  this  act  to  fix  the  salaries 
of  the  commissioners  without  knowing  who  they 
are  to  be.  Yet  you  desire  to  go  on  and  fix  the  sal- 
aries without  knowing  what  kind  of  men  we  are 
to  have.  Is  there  a  member  of  this  Council  who 
^'ill  say  that  he  will  confirm  any  person  whom  the 
Mayor  may  send  in  ?  Why  then,  do  you  go  on  and 
fix  a  salary  for  the  commissioners  without  first 
knowing  that  you  have  agreed  to  abide  by  the  act 
which  has  been  passed  by  the  Legislature? 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6— It  strikes  me,  sir,  that 
there  are  certain  duties  prescribed  for  these  com- 
missioners just  as  there  are  for  men  in  any  occu- 
pation iu  life.  We  know  verv  well  what  these 
commissioners  will  be  required  to  do,  and  we  fix 
the  salary  for  the  office.  We  need  not  wait  till 
somebody  sends  in  a  set  of  .names  for  us  to  act 
upon  to  see  if  they  are  those  that  we  wish  to  re- 
ward with  a  salary   because  they  are  our  friends. 
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Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  desire  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man one  question- 
Mr-  Guild— I  believe  I  have   the   floor  and  will 
hear  the  gentleman  when  I  get  through. 
Mr.  Flynn— It  is  about  the  law. 
Mr.  Guild — If  the   gentleman  desires  to   make 
pointi  let  him  make  them  in  his  own  time  and  doit 
in  his  own  speech.  I  dont  proposeto  discuss  the  law. 
I  suppose  it  is  gei.erally  understood  that  the  com- 
missioners are  to  have  charge  of  the  enforcement 
of  the  law,  and  it  seems  to  me  to  be  an  absurdity 
to  establish  their  salaries  after  they  have  been 
appointed.    You  cannot  get  good  men  until  you 
decide   what  you   wdl  pay  them.    If  you  fix  the 
salary  at  $3000  or  $4000,  then  vou  establish  a  basis 
for  the  Mayor  to  act  on  in  the  selection  of  the 
men  you  are  to  emoloy.    But  when  y.)u  do  not  de- 
cide on  the  salary  till  the  n>>mes  are  brought  in, 
ergo,  as  the  gentleman  remarks,  I  v/ill  not  vote  for 
a  high  salaiv  unless  the  individual  pleases  me; 
if  he  does  I  will  vote  $3500.  if  not  I  will  vote  ltss. 
Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16-  1  hope  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  20  will  prevailrbut  not 
foi   the  reason  set  forth  by  the  gentleman  from 
Wa  d  7.    If  1  uuderstand  this  matter  the  commis- 
sioners ate  not  to  issue  licenses  to  persons  to  sell 
liquor,  and  I  do  not  believe  the  requirements  of 
chat  office  will  demand  either   the  time  or  the 
ability  which  we  receive  from  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners, to  w  bom  we  pay  $3500.    I  don't  think  any 
member  of  this  Council  will  pretend  that  the  du- 
ties are  anything  as  onerous  or  call  foi  anything 
like  the  capacity  which  is  demanded  by  the  other 
commissioners  in  the  Citv  Government;    I  think 
that   men   qualified    to    perform   the    duties   of 
this  office  can  be  had  for  $3000  a  year,  and  I  hope 
the  amendment  will   prevail    for   the  reason  that 
we  can  gtt  men    unquestionably   suitable  to   per- 
form the   duties  of  the    office   for  that   amount. 
Ihere  is  no  especial    reason  why  we  should   give 
aninffiior   commisrion    the  same  salary  that  we 
give  the  most  important,  perhaps,  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  Cify  Government. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20—1  am  not  a  lawyei,  but  I 
know  what  is  right.  In  reading  the  law  it  struck 
me  tt; at  $9000  was  sufficient  to  run  that  commis- 
sion. Their  duties  are  strictly  executive.  They  are 
to  have  rooms  and  hearings  and  are  only  to  exe- 
cute the  law,  and  it  strnck  me  that  we  couldn't' 
get  any  better  men  for  $10,500  than  we  would  for 
$9000.  '  I  would  have  gone  for  $2500.  There  are  " 
only  a  few  licenses  to  be  granted,  and  I  don't 
think  it  will  require  either  so  much  laDor  or  at- 
tention as  are  given  now  by  superintendents  in 
this  budding  for  less  salary/ 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7—1  differ  altogether 
from  the  gentleman  from   Ward  16.      I  think  the 
duties  which  these  commissioners   will  have  to 
perform  will  be  very  delicate  and  onerous,  and 
will  require  what  we  rarely  find  in  men — a  great 
deal  of  firmness  of  character,  and,  above  all,  in- 
dependence.   There  are  3500  or  more  people  en- 
gaged in  the  liquor  business  in   the  city  of  Bos- 
ton ;      the   penalties   inflicted  upon    thos j    who 
violate  this   law   are  very  stringent.      It   is   the 
next  door  to  a  prohibitory  law,  and  I  say  that 
the  duties  devolving  upon  the  commissioners  iu 
canying  it  out  will  be  very  delicate  indeed,  and  I 
say  that  the  salary  should  be  large  enough  to  get 
the  kind  of  people  who  will  carry  out  the  mten 
tioo  of  the  Legislature  in  regard  to  tnis  license 
law,  and  will  give  it  a  fair  test  in  the  c<*y  of  Bos 
ton,  where  it  is  to  be  tried,  if  tried  at  all.    To  do 
that,  it  will  require  men  who  are  above  all  politi- 
cal influence,  and  who  know  no  favor;  and  we  must 
give   such    men   a  liberal    compensarioL.    Their 
duties  will  be  somt  thing  more  than  the  mere  giv 
ing     out     of     licenses.       If   I   remembev     the 
reading     of     the     law,     men      whose      license 
it    is    proposed     to    take    away    have   a  rig-ht 
to  a  hearing;  and  we  should  have  men  of   in- 
dependence and  judgment,  for  it  will   require  a 
great  deal  of  firmness  on  the  part  of  the  commis- 
sioners,   'the  salary  proposed  is  none  too  much  to 
get  the  men  we  ought  to  have   i«i    thac  position. 
Such  a  law  has  been  tried  here    before,   but  the 
license  commissioners  brought   it   into  disgrace, 
and  the  consequence  was  we   had    a   prohibitory 
law.    If  we  are  to    have   this    law  let  it  be  fairly 
tried,  and  enforced  to  the  strict  letter  in  the  city 
of   Boston;    and    the    only    way   to   do   it  is  to 
have     able     men,     and     above     all     men      of 
independence,  free    from  party   affiliations  and 
political   influence,   and  who    don't  care  a  cent 
about  anybody  or  anything  except  to  enforce  that 
law.    Therefore  I  am  in  favor  of  "placing  a  libei  al 
salary  in  the  hands  of  the  Mayor,  who  cao  thus 
select  the  proper  men  to  discharge  the  duties.    I 


don't  believe  in  waiting  nil  the  commissioners  are 
nominated,  and  then  giving  them  a  small  salary 
because  <ve  don't  happen  to  like  the  men.  I  don't 
think  it  is  a  fair  position  to  put  the  Mayor  in  ;  he 
must  know  what  the  salaries  are  before  he  can  se- 
lect the  candidates. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  am  glad  to  hear  the 
gentlemav  fiom  Ward  7  express  himself  in  the 
manner  he  does  at  this  time;  but  I  can  say  to  that 
gentleman  that  had  he  expressed  the  same  senti- 
ments to  the  people  of  the  ward  in  which  he  lives 
at  the  caucuses  he  would  not  have  represented 
them  in  this  Council.  I  bslieve,  sv,  that  the  peo- 
ple of  Ward  7  are  as  willing  and  anxious  to  con- 
form to  the  license  law  as  any  othei  people  in  the 
city  ;  but  I  believe  they  object  to  certain  portions 
of  it,  and  until  some  persons  are  nomi- 
nated heie,  and  we  know  who  are  to 
enforce  the  law,  I  believe  we  should  not 
fix  the  salaries  ot  the  commissioners.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  7  hebeves  m  putting  in  certain 
high-toned  men.  th;t  they  should  be  of  a  certain 
class  and  chsracter,  and  that  ihey  should  enforce 
the  law.  I  can  only  say  in  reiteration  of  what  I 
said  before,  that  if  the  gentleman  had  ued^hat 
argument  before  he  was  sent  to  the  Council,  I 
think  he  would  have  failed  to  receive  the  requisite 
number  of  votes  to  entitle  him  to  a  seat. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward   7— What   I  have  ever 
said  in  the  Council  or  the  Legislature  or  elsewhere 
never  troubled  me  with  regard  to  my  election  or 
reelection  to  any  office;  amdlthink  now, sir — lam 
c  nfident  of  it—  that  I  fneak  the  better  sentiment 
of  Ward  7  ynd  of  the  people  of  Boston.    I  don't 
mean  high-toned  in  the   sense  my  friend  from 
Ward  7  does.    I  mean  nonest,  high-toned  men.    I 
see  the  object  of  the  gentleman.    It  is  to  wait  till 
certain  objectionable  features  in   the  law  are  re- 
pealed.   If  that  be  his  meaning,  well  and  good; 
let  him  proclaim  it,  but  I  hope  no  member  of  this 
Cou acil  will  subscribe   to   it.    The  law    is  to   be 
tried  in  the  city  of  Boston ;  let  it  have  a  fair  trial, 
for  it  is  by  its  effect  i  o  the  city  of  Boston  that  it  is 
to    be   judged.    Every  member   of   this  Council 
knows  that  the  Mayor  feels  it.    The  law  is  before 
us,  and  it  is  for  us  to  aopoiut  men  who  will  en- 
force it.    I  know  there  are  objectionable  features 
in  it;  but  I  sayit"  we  intend  to  have  this  license 
lawr  respected,  if  we  are  in  favor  of  a  strict  license 
system    in   the   interest    of  temperance,  and   we 
want  to  have  it  continued  upon  the  statute  books, 
it   must    be     enforced    in   the    city    of    Boston. 
Therefore     1     am     in      favor    of     placing    the 
salaries     fo     high     that    the     Mayor    can    ask 
three  independent  men  wdio  are  aole  and  honest, 
who  don't  care  a  fig  about    any    person,  who  are 
free  from  political  influen  e,  and  who  will  do  just 
whai  is  right  as  between  all  parties.    That  is'  the 
kind  of  a  person  I  am,  sir,  I  repeat  it  again.  What 
I  say  here  or  in  the  Legislature  never  has  any  ef- 
fect u,3 on  me  in  repaid  to  my  reelection  or  any- 
thing else,  except  that  what  I  say  I  say  because  I 
believe  it  is  right. 

The  time  allowed  for  debate  on  the  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table  having  expired,  Mr.  Flynn  with- 
drew the  motion,  to  allow  furtner  discussion. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9 — The  gentleman  from 
Waid  7  [Mr.  Fitzgerald],  who  has  just  satdo<vii, 
needs  no  indorsement  from  me  or  any  other  mem- 
ber of  this  Couticil :  he  is  q;:ite  able  to  take  care 
of  himself.  But  I  must  «iy,  m  regard  to  the  re- 
mark* of  his  colleague  ["Mr.  Flynn],  that  I  never 
heard  such  a  bare-faced,  unworthy  statement 
made  in  any  public  assembly  as  he  has  made.  He 
tells  ns,  after  the  veiy  proper  stat'  men!  that  the 
first  gentlemao  made  in  regard  to  his  reasons  for 
making  this  salary  liberal— saying  th<it  the  men 
should  be  of  good,  sound  character,  the  best  that 
can  be  obtained,  and  that  the  position  is  a 
delicate  one— that  if  his  colleague  had 
made  such  a  statement,  that  if  such  an  opinion 
had  been  known  to  hi<  constituents,  he  would  not 
uave  comehere.  Now,  he  either  d<>es  his  cot.stu- 
uents  great  injustice,  or  el^e  his  constituents  are 
of  such  a  class  that  their  opinions  ai  e  entitled  to 
no  weight  in  this  Council. 

Mr.  Flynn— I  deny  the  statement.    I  hope  the 
gentl  man   will  not  reflect  upon  my  constituents. 
The  President— The  gentleman  can  make  an  ex- 
planation. 

Mr.  Jaques — I  should  be  happy  to  hear  any  ex- 
planation that  will  improve  it ;  but  the  statement 
appears  to  be  very  cleai . 

Mr.  Flynn — I  rise  to  a  poiut  of  order.  The  gen- 
tleman is  not  discussing  the  question  beto  e  the 
Council,  but  is  debating  a  matter  between  my 
colleague  and  myself.  If  the  gentleman  will  con- 
fine himself  to  the  subject  ne  can  go  on  ;  but  if  he 
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insists  upon  attacking  me  I  must  object  to  his 
proceeding;  further. 

Mr.  Jaqiies— In  regard  to  the  salaries,  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  7  [Mr.  Fitzgerald]  naj  given 
good  leasons  why  they  should  be  liberal,  and  the 
reasons  are  so  obvious  why  they  should  be  fixed 
before  the  comuiissioaers  are  appointed,  that  it  is 
not  necessary  to  state  them.  They  apply  to  all  im- 
portant offices,  especially  those  of  a  judicial 
character,  which  1  believe  tbexe  to  be.  The  posi- 
tion of  these  coimnis;ioneis  will  be  very  delicate: 
they- will  be  called  upon  to  decide  upon  the  suc- 
cess or  fail ure  of  this  law  which  we  ate  to  test, 
and  1  hope  the  amendment  looking  toward  a  re- 
duction of  the  sal  u  v  will  not  previil. 

Mr.  Crocker  ot  Ward  6—1  should  like  tVsa.y  one 
word  in  reference  to  the  duties  of  the  .  -  nimis- 
sioners,  whicn  I  can  ndd,  perhaps,  to  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7.  From  my  recol- 
lection of  the  statute  commissioners,  it  is  to  be 
their  dutj,to  a  certain  exteat,  to  oversea  tns 
working  of  the  licenses  that  they  grant,  to  see 
that  the  parties  do  uot  violate  the  provisions  of 
their  licenses.  It  will  be  their  duty  to  have  the 
general  supervision  of  the  licensing  of  liquor  in 
this  city,  which  is  a  pretty  serious  business,  and  is 
going  to  take  a  great  deal  of  time  to  do 
it  properly.  They  must  oversee  the  general 
liquor  business,  and'  see  that  no  meu  —  the 
licensed  as  well  as  the  unlicensed  —  violate 
the  provisions  ot  the  law;  they  mu*t  investigate 
every  case,  and  if  the  license  is  violated  it  must 
be  revoked.  Gentlemen  can  see  that  in  starting 
out  with  this  new  law  great  effort  will  be  required 
to  hold  the  paities  to  the  stiict  letter  of  their 
liceases.  It  will  require  a  great  deal  of  time  and 
attention,  and  we  must  nave  capable,  honorable 
and  intelligent  meu  to  do  it.  If  it  were  simply  to 
issue  licenses  to  different  parties  who  apply  for 
tbem,  the  proposed  salary  would  be  appar- 
ently too  large.  But  that  is  out  the  begin- 
ning of  their  duties;  it  is  the  least  important 
part  of  them.  The  most  itnportaut  part 
of  their  duties  will  be  to  see  that  the  li- 
censes, when  granted,  are  properly  observed  and 
carried  out,  and  to  do  that,  during  the  coming 
year,  will  take  the  greater  portion  of  the  time  of 
three  men.  It  is  very  import  nr  to  have  three 
good  men.  The  committee  have  looked  into  this 
matter  carefully  and  reported  in  favor  of  $3500 
for  each  man.  It  is  our  duty  to  determine  what  is 
a  fair  price  to  pay  those  men  ;  it  is  important  for 
the  Mayor  to  know  what  the  commissioners  ai  e  to 
be  paid.  If  he  is  going  to  pick  out  $3500  men  he 
will  look  among  a  different  class  than  if  hs  had  to 
select  $2500  men.  I  do  not  like  the  idea  of  know- 
ing who  the  men  are  before  th?  salary  is  fixed. 

Mr.  Perki  is  of  Ward  16 — 1  always  have  a  great 
respect  for  the  rep  ort  of  a  committee  of  the  City 
Government;  an"  I  have  uo  doubt  that  to  a  pro- 
fessional gentleman,  like  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  6,  the  paltry  sum  of  $3000  is  a  matter  of  in- 
significance ;  but  to  men  who  have  to  go  out  and 
fight  the  battle  of  life,  and  make  $3000  a  year  in 
business,  especially  at  the  present  time,  the  ques- 
tion presents  itself  in  a  somewhat  different  form. 
I  am  as  desirous  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward7that 
this  license  law  shall  have  a  fair  trial  in  the  city 
of  Boston ;  but  I  do  not  believe  that  the  difference 
between  $3000  and  $3500  will  prevent  the  obtaining 
of  competent  men  to  till  the  office.  At  this 
time  when  business  is  so  depressed  that  hardly  a 
merchant  in  Boston  is  making  a  single  dollar,  we 
should  consider  whether  we  cannot  get  just  as 
good  talent  for  $3000  lo  perforin  these  duties  as 
we  can  for  $3506;  I  fully  understand  that  $1500  a 
year  is  not  a  matter  of  much  consequence  to  the 
city  of  Boston,  but  every  little  helps ;  ?nd  I  oppose 
the  higher  sum  simply  on  the  ground  that  we  can 
get  just  as  good  men  for  $3000  as  we  can  for  $3500. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  understand  that  under 
the  law  the  Mayor  cannot  aopoint  these  commis- 
sioners till  the  first  day  of  May.  If  he  cannot  ap- 
point the  commissioners  till  then,  by  what  author- 
ity can  you  fix  the  salaries  before  then  ?  I  under- 
stand that  the  Mayor  cannot  and  will  not  nomi- 
nate the  commissioners  till  then,  and  I  ask  how 
can  you  fix  their  salaries  before  he  appoints  them. 
I  insist  that  we  have  no  right  to  do  it  now. 

Mr.  Flynn  renewed  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table,  and  it  was  lost— 16  for,  37  against. 

Mr.  Flynn  moved  that  the  subject  be  specially 
assigned  to  half-past  eight  o'clock  ntoct  Thursday 
evening.    Lost. 

Mr.  Wilson  of   Ward  12— When  this  amendment 

was  first  proposed,  I  must  say  my  first  impression 

was  in  favor  of  it;  and  the  first  idea  I  had  was 

hat  we  needed  some  of  those  high-toned  men,  so 


superior  to  extraneous  influence,  and  that  it  might 
be  necessaiy  to  pay  them  the  high  salaiy.  But  as 
the  discussion  has  gone  on,  it  has  occurred  to  me 
that  the  best  judgment  we  have  as  to  what  $3000 
will  hire  is  what  the  city  gets  for  $3000  today.  As  I 
looked  across  the  room  my  eye  rested  upon  one  of 
the  most  uibane  officers  in  charge  of  any  depart- 
ment of  the  city,  aud  I  looked  over  the  salary  bill 
and  found  that  he  receives  $3000.  1  think  the  city 
will  be  fortunate  iu  securing  gentlemen  as  good 
and  efficient  as  the  Water  Registrar — men  of  in- 
telligence and  firmness,  and  who  will  do  all  that 
is  required.  I  turned  over  the  report  further, 
and  found  that  the  Stieet  Commissioners  are 
paid  $3500  for  performing  an  arduous  task 
that  requires  all  tueir  time.  The  Inspector  of 
Buildings  receives  $3000,  and  the  city  will 
be  extremely  fortunate  if  we  get  these  com- 
missioners to  serve  us  as  well  as  the  In- 
spector of  BuildiDgs,  a  man  of  firmness,  honesty 
and  ability.  There  are  the  Registrars  of  Voters, 
men  who'  have  discretion  as  to  the  putting  of 
names  upon  the  voting  list,  who  have  to  stand  all 
sorts  of  pressure,  requiring  as  much  back  bon^  as 
the  men  in  any  other  department,  and  they  have 
the  enormous  salary  of  $2500.  I  look  on  and  see 
the  City  Physician  receives  $3000— he  requires  as 
much  honesty  and  firmness  as  the  others;  a  little 
further,  and  I  see  the  City  Registrar,  who  has  de- 
voted twenty  years  to  the  service  of  the  city,  re- 
ceives $3000.  If  the  city  is  served  as  well  by  those 
Commisioners  as  it  is  by  Nicholas  A.  Apollonio,  it 
will  be  very  fortunate.  I  turn  over  the  page  and 
find  that  the  Assessors  receive  $8000,  and  if  any 
gentlemen  will  go  into  that  department  and  see 
the  class  of  men  serving  the  city  for  $3000, 1  think 
we  had  ought  to  expect  that  that  sum  will  secure 
us  men  for  this  position. 

Mr.  Guild  of  Waid  6— In  all  the  markets  of  the 
world  the  best  goods  command  the  best  prices.  I 
am  glad  to  hear  the  gentleman  cite  the  various 
salaries  recerved  by  important  officers  of  the  City 
Governm  int ;  but  I  will  put  the  question  to  him, 
or  anybody  else,  if  there  is  any  element  that  goes 
so  far,  is  so  important  or  is  so  notent  in  the  elec- 
tion of  officers,  from  the  President  of  the  Ui;ited 
States  down,  as  liquor?  I  would  ask  him  if  any 
of  those  gentlemen  1o  whom  he  bas  alluded,  who 
receive  $2500,  would  accept  this  position 
even  for  $3500?  We  all  know  what  a 
tremendous  pressure  liquor  dealeis  bring  to 
bear  upon  every  election,  and  we  all  know  that  an 
independent  set  of  men  should  hold  this  position. 
"We  sho"uldhave  men  who,  like  Caesar's  wife,  are 
above  suspicion  ;  men  who,  without  question,  can 
be  depended  on  to  perform  their  duties  faith- 
fully, without  fear  or  favor;  who  will  be  equally 
just  and  fair  with  the  highest  and  humblest,  and 
cannot  be  swayed  by  political  influence.  I  mean 
such  men  as  the  office  shall  seek,  and  not  those 
who  shall  seek  the  office;  those  who  will  have  to 
be  pressed  and  solicited  to  take  it;  for  they  will 
encounter  a  strong  pressure,  pressure  fiom  men 
in  the  liquor  trade  directly  and  indirectly,  who 
control  a  large  number  of  votes,  sir.  That  is  the 
class  of  men  they  will  have  to  deal  with.  The 
men  the  gentleman  alludes  to  as  receiving  the  low 
salaries  could  not  be  persuaded  to  take  the  posi- 
tion. I  believe  with  the  President,  sir,  that  the 
best  way  to  secure  the  repeal  of  a  bad  law 
is  to  enforce  it,  and  I  believe  the  best 
way  to  have  secured  the  repeal  of  the  prohibitory 
law  would  have  been  to  enforce  it  rigidly.  Then 
it  woula  have  been  repealed  by  the  people  of  the 
Commonwealth.  If  this  license  law  means  any- 
thing, if  we  mean  to  support  the  Mayor  of  Boston 
in  the  performance  of  his  duty,  if  we  mean  to 
stand  by  him,  as  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple, let  us  have  agents  to  enforce  this  law  who  are 
competent  and  honest  and  to  obtain  whom  we 
shall  have  to  pay  liberally.  If  you  desire  talent — 
and  talent  commands  money  in  every  occupation 
— you  must  pay  money  for  it;  and  you  must  not 
only  have  talent  in  the  enforcement  of  this  law,  but 
you  must  have  men  thoroughly  capable,  who  can- 
not be  approached,  men  whom  even  the  great 
liquor-dealing- interest  cannot  influence.  That  is 
the  style  of  men  we  must  have.  I  know  I  sp^ak 
plainly— I  intend  to,  and  to  the  point;  and  I  mean 
to  do  so,  that  it  may  be  thoroughly  understood 
that  we  want  good  men  and  true,  whatever  may 
be  our  opinion  of  the  law.  The  gentleman  raises 
the  point  that  we  have  no  right  to  fix  the  salaries 
until  the  commissioners  are  appointed,  and  that 
they  cannot  be  appointed  till  the  1st  day  of  May. 
The  1st  day  of  Mav  is  just  two  days  distant— the 
day  after  tomorrow— and  here  is  the  order  to  fix 
the  salaries   not  of  the  men  but  of  the  office.    I 
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think  the  salaries  sre  none  too  laige,  hardly 
enough  i-ven  to  couoniand  the  best  men.  I  trust 
the  amendment  will  not  prevail,  but  that  we  shall 
cast  a  solid,  vote  f  01  the  01  der  as  sent  clown  to  us, 
and  thereby  support  the  efficient  head  of  the  City 
Govenment. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20—1  have  no  doubt  we  shall 
have  good  men  nominated  by  the  Mayoi,  audi 
expect  to  vote  to  confirm  just  such  men  as  he 
sends  here.  But  the  question  now  is  a  matter  of 
salaues.  We  are  not  discussing  the  law,  whether 
it  is  good  or  bad.  I  don't  care  whether  they  are 
appointed  on  Saturday  or  today.  But  it  seems  to 
me  we  can  get  men  of  as  high  grade  of  intelli- 
gence, hoaesty  and  sincerity  and  all  that  goes  to 
make  Up  a  good  officer  without  paying  so  much. 
How  much  integrity  does  $500  buy?  In 
some  cases  very  little;  In  some  others  a 
great  deal.  Mv  belief  is  that  $3000  is  enough 
for  those  commissioners  excepting  clerk  hire.  etc. 
They  say  it  will  turn  a  large  revenue  imo  the  city. 
I  don't  caie  if  it  is  a  million ;  I  believe  the  salary 
of  $3000  is  sufficient,  and  I  hope  the  amendment 
will  prevail. 

Mr.  Devereux  of  Wild  22— I  am  learning  some- 
thing every  day,  but  I  have  yet  to  learn  tliat  the 
puiity  of  a  man's  chaiacter  is  elevated  in  propor- 
tion to  tne  salary  you  pay.  That  is  a  novel  doc- 
trine to  me.  I  believe  there  are  hundreds  of  men 
m  Boston  whose  eharaccers  are  above  reproach, 
and  who  will  be  glad  to  take  this  position  for 
$3000,  and  I  nope  the  amendment  will  prevail. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  suppose  that  gentle- 
meu  will  admit  that  according  to  the  ability  and 
general  capacity  and  character  of  the  men,  the 
greater  price  their  services  will  command  in  the 
community.  A  cheap  man  can  be  had  at  a  cheap 
price.  A  man  of  cheap  capacity,  that  nobody 
wants,  can  be  got  at  a  ch=>ap  rate.  Now,  the  only 
question  is.  What  ought  we  to  pay  for  the  kino,  of 
men  we  want  for  this  purpose?'  It  seems  tome 
that  we  may  fairly  take  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee as  a  fair  and'  proper  rate.  I  would  suggest 
also  that  the  salaries  are  not  to  be  an  additional 
burden  upon  the  taxpayers,  but  are  to  come  out 
of  the  liquor  dealers,  who  have  to  pay  for  the 
licenses. 

Mr.  Sampson  of  Ward  10  moved  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  hope  the  previous  ques- 
tion v?id  rot  he  ordered,  for  the  reason  that  I  be- 
lieve there  are  not  ten  men  in  this  Council  who 
have  read  this  law,  and  know  what  they  are 
voting  upon.  Gentlemen  should  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  know  v. ha c  they  are  voting  on.  If  gen- 
tlemen are  ready  to  vote,  howevei,  1  have  do  ob- 
jection. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10 — I  don't  kuow  whether 
ten  men  in  the  Council  have  read  this  law  or  not; 
it  does  n't  make  any  difference.  We  are  not 
voting  upon  the  law;  that  has  been  passed  by  the 
Legislature  aud  it  will  stand.  The  onlv  question 
now  is  what  salaries  we  shall  pay  the  commis- 
sioners. In  reg :  rd  to  the  point  that  the  Council 
cannot  fix  the  salaries  till  the  first  of  May,  that  is 
no  point  at  all.  We  can  establish  the  salary,  but 
thty  don't  draw  the  money  till  the  law  goes  into 
effect.  Tne  law  goes  into  effect  dt  y  after  tomor- 
row ard  ,>fier  that  every  man  in  the  liquor  busi- 
ness will  be  doing  business  illegally,  because  he 
will  have  no  license. 

Mr.  Flynn  asked  Mr.  Brackett  if  he  would  fix  a 
salary  before  an  office  bad  been  established. 

Mr.  Sampson  raised  the  point  that  Mr.  Flynn 
was  not  discussing  the  previous  question. 

The  President  said  discussion  must  be  confined 
to  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Flynn  said  he  onlv  desired  to  ask  the 
question. 

Mr.  Biackett  said  che  offices  had  been  estab- 
lished by  the  City  Oounril,  and  they  were  now 
fixing  the  saiarie  .' 

JVir.  Flynn— When  was  it? 

The  main  question  was  ordered,  and  Mi .  Sibley"s 
amendment  was  declared  carried. 

Mr.  Crocker  doubted  the  vote,  and  on  motion 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  and  it  was  lost- 
yeas  30,  navs  36: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Bent,  Burgess,  Cawlev,  Clarke, 
Collins,  Coyle,  Devereux,  Duggan,  Ed»  ai  ds,  Fitz- 
patrictr,  Flynn,  Harrigan,  Hicks,  KeJly,  Kings- 
bury, Lappen,  Moley,  Mooney,  Murray,  Noyes, 
Osborue,  Page,  Perkins,  Power,  Rice,  Sibley, 
Thacher,  Trull,  Wilbur,  Wilson— 30. 

Nays -Messrs.  Anderson,  Beal,  Brackett,  Bur- 
ditt,  Crocker,  Curtis,  Cashing,  Cuslunan,  Day, 
Felt,  Fitzgei  aid,  Goldthwait,  Guild,  Harmon,  His- 
cock,  Howes,  Jaques,  Kimball,  Kingsley,   Leigh- 


ton,  Morrison,  Newton,  Parker,  Pierce,  Sampson, 
Spiague,  Stacey,  Sweetser,  Wadsworth,  Wal- 
bridge,  Whitcomb,  Whitrnore,  Willcutt,  Wooos — 
34. 

Mr.  Flynn  moved  that  the  salary  be  $2500. 

Mr.  Brackett  raised  the  point  that  amendments 
were  not  in  order,  the  previous  question  having 
been  ordered. 

The  President  mien  the  r.oint  well  taken. 

Mr.  Flynn  moved  to  lay  the  matter  on  tue  table. 

Declared  lost.  Mr.  Flynn  aoubted  the  vote  and 
called  for  thr  y&as  and  nays. 

Mr.  Fitzgei  aid  raised  the  point,no  motion  was  in 
order  except  a  motion  to  adjourn,  or  a  motion 
looking  to  a  final  vote. 

The  President  ruled  the  point  well  taken. 

The  yeas  and  nays|vvere  orde.red,|28for — 6  against 
and  the  order  was  passed  in  concurrence — yeas 
46,  nays  16: 

Yeas — Anderson,  Beal,  Brackett,  Burditt,  Bur- 
gess, Cawlev,  Clarke,  Collins,  Crocker,  Curtis, 
Cushing,  Cushmat).  Day,  Felt,  Fitzgerald,  Gold- 
thwait, Guild,  Harmon.  Hick-,  Hisc^ck,  Howes, 
Jaques,  Kimball.  Kingsley,  Leighton,  Moley, 
Mooney,  Morrison,  Newton,  Pagf,  Parker,  Pierce, 
Power,  Rice,  Sampson,  Siblev,  oprafitie,  Stacey, 
Sweetser,  Wadsworth,  Walbridge,  Whitcomb, 
Whitrnore,  Wilbur,  Willcutt,  Woods— 46. 

Nays — Bent,  Coyle,  Duggan,  Edwards,  Fitzpat- 
rick,  Flynn,  Hariigan,  Kelley,  Kingsbury,  Lap- 
pen,  Muiray,  Noves,  Osborne,  Thacher,'  Trull, 
Wilson— 16. 

Subsequently  a  motion  to  reconsider  by  Mr. 
Brackett  was  lost. 

SEVENTEENTH  OF  JUNE. 

The  order  in  relation  to  celebrating  the  17th  of 
June  came  down  with  the  non-concurrence  of  the 
other  branch  in  the  amendment  of  the  Common 
Council. 

Mr.  Hicks  of  Ward  8  moved  that  the  Council  re- 
cede from  its  former  action,  5nd  that  the  order 
he  amended  by  providing  fur  a  committee  of  eight 
members  of  the  Common  Council  with  such  as  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  may  join. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12,  the  motion 
was  divided. 

The  Council  voted  to  recede  from  its  former  ac- 
tion, ano  the  question  was  oe  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Hicks. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7—1  think  that  under 
parliamentary  law  a  motion  to  bring  the  two 
branches  into  harmony  takes  piecedence,  and  I 
move  that  the  Council  concur  wiih  the  Board  of 
Aldermen. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  hope  that  motion  will 
not  prevail,  but  that  the  motion  ot  che  gentleman 
from  Ward  8  will  prevail.  It  seems  to  me  that  che 
motion  made  by  tne  gentleman  from  Ward  7  is 
not  in  order  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—  '■  here1  is  verv  great  doubt 
in  my  mind  whether  the  motion  of  che  gentleman 
from  Ward  7is  in  order  at  the  present  time,  lhere 
may  be  such  a  stage  of  proceedings,  but  it  would 
be  after  Doth  branches  have  several  times  at- 
tempted to  agree  and  failcu.  But  this  is  the 
first  differer  ce  that  has  occuned  between  the  t?70 
branches,  and  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  is  not 
proper  at  this  stage.  When  thv.  uodies  individu- 
ally have  exhaustrd  themselves  on  this  question, 
the  motion  would  be  strictly  in  order;  but  at  the 
preseot  time  I  submit  that  it  is  not  in  order.  The 
question  has  been  divided,  aud  1  conteno  that  the 
next  question  to  be  put  is  the  arnen  .nae.it. 

ThePiesiden' — The  Chair  will  put  the  latter 
part  of  the  motion  at  this  time,  being  of  the  opin- 
ion that  the  point  raised,  altho'gn  i  volved  in 
some  doubt,  yet  so  far  as  the  practice  and  prece- 
dent of  this  oody  aie  concerned,  is  not  stiictly  in 
order.  The  question  is  on  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  8. 

Mi.  Guild  ot  Ward  0— I  hope  the  amendment 
will  not  be  passed.  I  supposed  that  the  $30,000 
was  appropriated  for  the  celebration  of  the  Seven- 
teenth of  June,  and  not  for  a  committ  e  to  cele- 
brate the  Seventeenth  of  June  with.  Tnat  is  just 
what  .mv  addition  to  the  committee  means.  It  is 
well  known  that  the  State  have  appointe::  a  com- 
mittee; the  citv  has  already  ore  fully  able  and 
competent  to  carry  out  all  the  details  of  this  cel- 
ebration. It  does  not  require  so  large  a  com- 
mittee as  on  the  Fourth  of  July,  where  gentlemen 
are  requnvd  to  act  as  judges  of  a  regatta 
down  the  harbor,  others  »re  co  officiate  a--  umpires 
in  that  intellectual  amusement  a  goose  race  on 
Chailes  River,  while  others  are  to  amu-e  the  peo- 
ple by  managing  firework-',  and  superintending 
exhibitions  of  magic  and  learerdemam  in  various 
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parts  of  the  city.  Of  course  I  believe  that  the  peo- 
ple should  be  pleased;  that  the  city  should  De  put 
in  gala  trim,  that  n  increase  of  the  police 
force  will  be  required;  that  the  public 
buildings  should  be  decorated,  and  that 
the  various  public  bodies  and  organizations  to 
arrive  here  should  be  received  and  enter- 
tained. But  the  Scate  committee  will  receive  all 
State  organizations;  the  mayors  who  are  to  ar- 
rive here  mill  be  properly  received  by  out  Mayor 
and  a  committee  appointed  tor  tne  purpose,  and 
wnen  you  come  to  the  organizations  not  of  the 
.S^te,  very  full  arrangements  have  been  made  for 
receiving-  them  by  kindred  societies  in  this  city. 
I  might  instance  the  Knights  Templais.who  are  to 
raise  $10,000  to  receive  the  Sir  Knights  from  Vir- 
ginia. Other  Masonic  bodies  have  appointed 
committees  for  the  reception  of  visiting 
brethren,  and  the  military  organizations  will 
take  care  of  their  own  people.  It  seems  to  me, 
and  in  fact  I  nave  heard  it  said  from  very  high 
authority.  +hat  the  committee  of  the  State,  as  it 
stands,  are  willing  and  ready  to  cooperate  with 
the  city,  and  they  woult  be  of  great  assistance; 
but  they  would  not  feel  like  going  to  a  town  meet- 
ing of  ot  e  from  each  ward,  or  even  so  large  a  com- 
mittee as  this  amendment  would  make,  which 
would  he  sixteen.  We  of  the  Council  have  a 
majority  in  this  committee;  we  can  approach 
them  and  request  them  to  cany  out  our 
wishes,  as  members  ot  the  City  Govern- 
ment and  citizens  of  Boston.  I  think  they  are 
fully  competent  to  do  so,  and  I  believe  the  means 
and'  appliances  they  have  in  hand  will  be  most 
satisfactory.  It  will  be  necessary  to  have  a  chief 
marshal  appointed;  it  should  have  been  done 
hefore  this,  aid  he  ou;-.  lit  to  be  about  his  duties 
at  this  time.  If  we  non-concur  in  tins  matter  the 
order  will  have  to  go  back  to  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, and  that  will  cause  delay.  Every  moment  is 
piecious.  Every  one  who  has  had  experience 
in  this  very  important  matter  knows  that  there 
is  hardly  time  enough  now  to  make  all  necessary 
arrangements.  The  chief  marshal  ought  to  have 
appointed  his  deputies  and  begun  his  prepara- 
tions. I  know  it  is  the  feeling  of  the  counmitee 
and  the  people  of  Boston  that  the  $30,000  ought  to 
be  spent  in  celebrating  the  Seventeenth  of  June, 
and  not  that  the  committee  should  have  it  to  cele- 
brate the  Seventeenth  of  June  with.  Conse- 
quently I  hone  we  shall  rejecr.  the  amendment 
and  concur  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Hicks  of  Ward  8— In  offering  this  amend- 
ment I  thought  that  if  the  members  of  the  Council 
were  made  eleven  and  the  Board  ot  Aldermen 
were  to  join  five,  that  with  the  Mayor,  President 
of  the  Council  and  Chairman  cf  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen would  make  nineteen,  and  I  did  n't  con- 
sider that  the  committee  would  be  too  la  ge  tin o'er 
the  circumstances,  for  wha^  they  had  to  do.  I  am 
in  hopts  the  ameuon  ent  will  prevail. 

Mr.  Wbitmoro  of  Ward  4—1  had  not  in i ended 
to  say  a  word  in  rtgard  to  this  subject,  because  it 
was  so  fully  discuss-u  :  t  the  last  meeting.  Tha 
simple  question  which  comes  to  us  is,  whether  or 
not  we  shall  concur  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
who  contemptuously  rejected  the  amendment, 
without,  a  reason  i-.eing  given.  But  since  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  6  has  made  an  attack  upon  the 
principle  of  increasing  tu  -.  committee,  I  wish 
to  reiterate  the  argument  made  at  the  last 
meeting.  On  the  Seventeenth  of  June  next,  we, 
re  to  have  the  biggest  celebiation  we  have  ever 
had  in  this  city,  ar.d  it  seemed  right  and  proper 
that  the  committee  should  be  increased,  for  they 
have  so  iniuh  to  do.  We  must  have  celebrations 
goine  on  in  every  part  of  tbe  city.  It  will  b  as 
much  bigger  than  any  Fourth  of  July  we  have 
evei  seen  as  this  Lexington  celebration  was  big- 
ger than  the  Concord  celebration.  With  so  many 
things  going  on  here,  we  need  moie  than  five  men 
to  attend  to  the  performances  in  different 
place1.  I  am  prompted  to  give  another 
reason.  'Ihe  get  tleman  from  Ward  6  has  thrown 
out  an  argument  which  ought  to  be  met  and  re- 
buked. It  is  that  the  member-,  of  this  boay  are 
i  ot  to  be  trusted  with  the  discharge  of  the  ordi- 
nary duties  of  their  position.  Now  I  am  surprised, 
shocked,  to  see  a  member  of  this  Council  i  tand  up 
here  this  evening  and  say  chat  memoers"  cannot 
be  trusted  to  perform  the  duties  of  a  committee; 
and  that,  argument  bei  g  brought  u  ),  it  seemed  to 
me  to  belong  to  this  Council  to  take  some  action 
in  reply  to  it.  Because  we  have  a  committee  of 
five  members  and  propose  to  add  eight  moie,  his 
idea  seems  to  b  that  the  new  members  will  inau- 
gurate a  system   of  corruption.    For  that   reason 

on    I  would  vote  to  increase  the  committee,  for 


I  think  that  a  committee  of  any  number— whether 
of.  five,  eight  or  twenty-one— can  be  trusted  to 
spend  this  nnnev  in  a  proper  anc!  economical 
manner.  A  great  deal  has  been  said  in  regard  to 
the  committee  of  the  State,  which  is  to  do  so 
much.  I  have  made  some  inquiry  and  found 
exactly  this.  The  State  has  appropriated  some 
mouey  toe  the  entertainment  of  invited  guests 
and  fas  ordered  out  the  militia;  beyond  that  it  in- 
tends to  no  nothing  We  Stand  in  the  position  of 
parties  who  have  to  take  care  of  guests  That  oth- 
ers have  invited.  All  the  paople  are  coming  into 
this  city;  they  must  be  looked  after  and  enter- 
tained. If  member.-  think  a  committee  of  five  can 
take  cave  of  a  procession  of  5000  people,  superin- 
tend orations  in  CbarUsto  vu  and  Faneuil  Hall 
and  superintend  performances  in  various  other 
sections  of  the  chy,  thsy  think  the^e  fiva  men 
can  do  more  than  I  believe  it  is  possible  for  them 
to  c!o. 

Mi.  Guild  of  Ward  6—1  desire  to  say  that  I  don't 
wish  to  cast  any  reflection  or  charge  of  corruption 
tvoon  any  member  to  be  appointed  upon  this  com- 
mittee. I  only  wished  to  say  that  the  larger  the  com- 
mittee, the  greater  will  be  the  expense.  Gentle- 
men must  remember  that  large  committees  never 
spend  money  for  the  city  that  is  not  absolutely 
necessary.  It  will  be  necessary  to  have  large 
carriage  bills  aud  large  collations.  It  may 
be  necessarv  to  ,do  so,  and  the  gentlemeu 
from  this  City  Government,  and  other  city 
governments  1  might  mention,  may  be  of 
the  purest  character,  and  tniaht  spend  tliis  money 
with  the  yieate't  discrimination.  I  don't  wish  to 
discuss  that  question;  I  only  will  to  say  that 
largo  committees,  fiom  the  verv  nature  of  their 
being  so  large,  must  incur  more  expense.  My  de- 
sire was  to  save  the  largest  amount  of  money 
and  have  it  expended  in  the  best  manner  in  cele*- 
brating  the  Seventeenth  of  June.  I  die  not  in- 
tend to  dispute  anybody's  skill  in  committee,  or 
to  say  that  any  one  in  this  Council  is  more  given 
to  junketing  than  another. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  find  by  the  estimate  of 
tie  committee  here  that  the  expenses  for  police 
will  be  $3000;  tents,  $3000;  soldieis,  $1000;  exhibi- 
tions, $2000 ;  marshalling  proces  -ion,  $1000 ;  enter- 
tainment of  the  citv's  guests,  $5000;  reception  in 
Faneuil  Hall,  $2500;  music,  $2000;  printing,  $1000; 
carriages,  $1000— talking  about  junketing  here— 
decorations,  $3000;  i  cidentals,  say  $1300,  mak- 
ing a  total  of  $25,000.  Now  *  the  gentle- 
man opposes  a  large  committee  being  ap- 
pointed to  spend  tlii  *  money.  Fireworks,  $5000; 
making  a  total  of  $30,000.  Still  he  would  have  five 
members  co  it.  The  Council  asks  that  a  proper 
representation  may  be  given  ihem  on  this  com- 
mittee. What  harm  can  be  done?  Tne  appro- 
priation is  made ;  no  more  can  be  expended.  They 
have  got  to  use  the  money  this  way.  Here  is  the 
committee's  estimate. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20—1  deny  it. 

Mr.  Flynn--I  got  the  figure- from  you.  This  is 
the  committee's  repoit.  How  much  more  can  a 
larger  committee  spend?  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  6  objects  to  a  goose  race. 

Mr.  Guild  of  W-nl  6—1  beg  the  gentleman's 
pardon ;  I  did  not  o'oject  to  it. 

Mr.  Flynn— 1  object,  s'r.  I  have  the  floor.  Per- 
haps he  «ould  object  to  a  gander  race.  I  don't 
know  vilrch  it  was. 

Mr.  Guild— I  beg  the  gentleman's  pardon.  I 
should  not  object  to  r  gan  ier  race  ii  he  were  a 
competitor. 

Mr.  Flynn — I  r  on't  know  whether  it  was  a  goose 
or  gander  i  ace. 

The  President — (ientlsmen  will  cot  indulge  in 
pe. socialities. 

Mr.  Flvnn— I  beg  the  pardon  of  the  '"hair;  I  only 
replied  to  the  gentleman.  It  seems  to  me  that  it 
is  net  proper  to  hive  so  small  a  committee  when 
there  is  so  laige  an  amount  to  be  extended. 

Mi.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7— While  the  gentleman 
vas  reading  the  estimate  for  the  cete'o.  ation  we 
are  to  have,  with  three  member-  of  th<-  Council 
on  the  committee.  I  was  thinking  what  the  cost 
would  be  if  we  had  twenty-t'*o  or  three  o-i  the 
committee,  I  looked  ovi  r  the  Auditor's  report 
here,  and  I  find — I  merely  go  on  and  fellow 
out  the  train  of  thought  puisued  by  my 
friend  from  Ward  7— the  expenses  incurred 
in  tne  celebration  of  the  Fourth  of  July 
1873.  I  want  to  lead  it  merely  to  show 
you  what  the  expense  will  b  with  a  large 
committee.  Refi«shnients  for  sub-committee— 
my  friend  from  Ward  7  has  sent  for  the  Jubilee  re- 
port ;  it  is  verv  large  and  will  show  the  necessity 
for  a  small   committee— refreshments    for  Sub- 
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Committee  on  Sailing;  Regatta,  $382;  refresh- 
ments for  Sub-Committee  on  Sailing  in  Harbor, 
$738;  refreshments  for  judges  on  prize  military 
drill,  $40.45,  and  refreshments  tor  Sub- 
committee $283.70,  refreshments  for  general  com- 
mittee, $119.85;  carnage  hire,  $124;  oration — re- 
freshments for  sub-committee,  $104.20.  Out  of 
that  $13,257.05,  there  aie  the  sums  $124,  $119.85, 
$238.70,  $738,  and  $382  for  refreshments  and  car- 
riage hire  for  the  committee.  " 

Mr.  Mynn  of  W&id  7 — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
The  gentleman  is  referring  to  a  subject  not  under 
consideration  at  this  time. 

The  President— Tr»e  Chair  understands  that  the 
gentleman  was  using  the  figures  simply  by  way  of 
illustration. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald — I  oni.v  meant  to  u.-e  them  by 
way  of  illustration,  not  that  I  say  the  commiittee 
were  extravagant.  I  do  not  accuse  them  of  ex- 
travagance; every  expense  might  have  been  legit- 
imate, but  tbers  is  an  expenditure  of  $1600  ->r  $1700 
out  of  $13  000  for  a  large  committee  which  I  would 
have  the  Council  avoid  by  appointing  a  small  com- 
mittee. T bat  is  simply  my  argument,  arid  I  was  bat 
following  out  the  train  ot  thought  pursued  by  my 
fnend  fioiu  Ward  7,  in  reading  the  figures  which 
hb  said  wer;- from  one  of  the  committee.  I  only 
used  them  to  show  bow  necessary  it  is  to  have  a 
small  committee  instead  of  a  large  one,  and  notto 
accuse  any  member  of  this  committee  of_beiDg 
extravaga  tit.  Appoint  a  large  committee,  aotl  you 
make  the  expeuse  so  much  more ;  appoint  a  small 
committee,  ana  you  make  the  expense  so  much 
less.  I  did  not  mean  to  cast  a  slur  upon  anyone.  If 
the  gentleman  will  bring  in  the  Jubilee  expenses 
it  will  bear  out  what  I  have  said,  and  I  hope  he 
will  read  them.  So  I  sav  there  is  no  necessity  for 
a  large  committee.  1  understand  that  the  State 
committee  intends  to  cooperate  with  the  City  Gov- 
ernment: that  thev  will  provide  President  and 
Cabinet,  governors  of  other  States,  and  the 
military  with  accommodations;  so  that  there  is 
not  a  great  deal  to  be  done  by  our  committee,  ex- 
cept to  arrange  and  carry  out  the  programme. 
For  that  reason  I  favor  aad  shall  vote  for  this 
small  committee.  But  I  beg  gentlemen  to  under- 
stand that  I  bring  this  up  not  for  the  purpose  of 
accusing  any  member  of  the  committee;  1  only 
doit  to  show  how- necessary  it  is  to  have  a  small 
committee. 

Mr.  Jaquesof  Waid  9— The  application  for  a 
large  committee  Joes  not  come  from  the  commit- 
tee itself.  They  have  not  asked  for  assistance  in 
doing  the  work  allotted  to  them.  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  4  has  shown  that  there  is  a  great  deal 
of  difference  between  this  celebration  and  one  on 
an  ordinary  Fourth  of  July.  That  is  the  very  rea- 
son why  we  should  hav*  the  best  committee  to  at- 
tend to  it  I  contend  that  the  present  committee 
is  large  enough  to  perform  those  duties,  which 
consist  mainly  in  determining  what  class  of 
entertainments  there  shall  be,  and  a  small 
committee  can  do  tnat  better  than  a 
large  one.  The  committee  of  the  State 
and  the  Bunker  Hill  Monument  Association  will 
cooperate  with  them,  and  altogether  that  makes  a 
pretty  large  committee.  There  is  nothing  to 
hinder  them  from  appointing  as  many  aids  and 
assistants  as  they  please,  and  all  those  duties  can 
be  performed  much  better  by  a  small  committee 
than  a  large  one. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16 — I  move  the  previous 
question . 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12—1  hope  the  gentleman 
will  withdraw  the  motion.  I  have  been  trying  to 
get  the  floor  for  some  time. 

Mr.  Perkins— I  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  Wilson — That  seems  to  be  a  very  singular 
argument  the  gentleman  hss  raised  that  the  city 
of  Boston,  which  has  to  bear  the  largest  part  of 
the  expense  of  this  celebration,  must  provide  a 
small  committee  in  order  that  the  labor  may  be 

Eerformed  by  the  committee  appointed  at  the 
tate  House.  It  is  stated  that  the  State  authori- 
ties have  ordered  out  the  militia.  True,  they 
have,  but  they  do  that  ooe  day  in  every  year,  and 
so  to  be  a  little  economical,  and  to  have  this  cele- 
bration made  at  the  expense  of  the  efficiency  of 
the  militia,  they  have  substituted  a  day's  duty  in 
the  procession  instead  of  a  day  of  drill  and 
manceuviing;  they  have  provided  tnat  MayTrain- 
mg  shall  not  be  in  May,  but  may  be  on  the  17th  of 
June,  and  let  the  governor  order  out  the  militia 
then  instead  of  in  May.  Consequently  the  State 
is  at  no  extra  expense  for  May  Training.  If  you 
have  apnointed  a  committee  I  suppose  they  are 
competent  to  attend  to  all  this;  but  I  fail  to  see 
how  that  committee  can  be  amalgamated  with  one 


of  the  State  Government,  and  allow  them  to  assist 
in  the  expenditure  o  i  thismonev.  It  never  has  been 
doue  before.  I  know  and  I  consider  it  entirely 
out  of  the  line  of  duty  or  the  members  of  the  City 
Government,  who  are  sent  her  to  make  th^se  ap- 
propriations, to  take  men  from  the  rural  districts 
and  let  them  assist  in  making  the  arrangements. 
Now,  sir,  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6,  who  open- 
ed this  discussion,  has  shown  a  singular  familiar- 
ity with  the  functions  of  a  committee,  by  intimat- 
ing that  membeis  serve  as  judges  in  a  goose  race, 
etc.  Now,  my  fru  nd,  if  he  has  been  familiar  with 
that  office,  knows  that  judges  are  specially  se- 
lected for  that  matter,  and  that  siib-com- 
mittees  are  appointed  to  arrange  for  the 
celebration.  The  statement  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  7  [Mr.  Flyn.  ]  gives  some  cogent 
reasons  why  an  ;_mple,  competent  sub-committee 
should  be  placed  in  charge  of  each  item.  A  sub- 
committee is  to  see  that  everything  is  arranged 
for  and  that  everything  ic  done  to  meet  the  pub- 
lic convenience.  There  should  be  a  proper  com- 
mittee to  provide  music — which  is  an  important 
and  perplexing  matter.  It  is  important  to  ar- 
range for  a  proper  bandmaster,  which  is  perplex- 
ing in  itself.  The  committse  should  be  large 
enough  to  be  divided  into  efficient  sub-committees. 
It  the  attempted  celebration  at  the  Old  North 
Church  the  other  evening  was  a  fair  sample  of  the 
aitangements  the  city  is  going  to  make  for  the 
Seventeenth  of  June,  I  want  co  be  counted  out, 
for  I  never  felt  more  outraged  as  an  invited 
gu?st  than  I  did  th?t  night,  and  I  think  other 
gentlemen  on  the  floor  of  this  Council  will  say  so 
too.  If  that  is  a  sample,  it  is  an  additional  reason 
why  we  should  have  a  committee  large  enough 
so  that  there  can  be  a  sub-committee  com- 
petent to  superintend  each  item  Gentlemen 
who  attended  the  Lexington  celebration  can 
have  a  perfect  illustration  how  a  small  committee 
will  arrange  for  a  big  celebration.  The  whole  thing 
broke  down  on  account  of  the  paucity  of  the  ar- 
rangements by  a  small  committee.  I  think  it  is 
too  late  to  go  back  upon  the  history  of  the  city  of 
Boston  in  regard  to  such  celebrations  simply  be- 
cause there  might  be  junketing  to  some  extent.  I 
supjosed  when  I  came  here  that  1  came  as  an  as- 
sociate of  gentlemen,  and  1  don't  propose  to  ac- 
cuse my  associates  of  getting  anything  to  eat  and 
drink  at  the  city's  expense.  I  am  willing  to  ac- 
cord to  all  my  associates  here  that  disposition 
which  I  demand  for  myself;  but  "  I  be- 
lieve that  if  I  had  the  arrangement  of  this 
myself,  and  were  responsible  tor  the  appro;  na- 
tion and  the  payment  of  the  bills,  I  should  de- 
mand a  larger  committee  than  the  present  one. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20— In  regard  to  that  battle 
at  the  Old  North  Church,  I  was  present,  but  I  am 
not  aware  that  any  of  this  committee  had  any- 
thing to  do  with  the  arrangements.  So  much  for 
that  part  of  the  oration  we  have  just  heard  in  re- 
gard to  this  committee.  As  one  of  the  committee 
I  have  only  one  desire.  I  believe  that  time 
is  precious;  I  have  n't  the  least  ob- 
jection to  an  enlargement  of  the  committee, 
although  everything  is  pleasant  and  agree- 
able. I  don't  behkve  the  honors  wilt  be 
so  great  that  they  cannot  be  borne ;  but  I  only 
•wish  that  whatever  number  is  agreed  upon 
here,  we  may  come  to  a  conclusion  as  soon  as 
possible.  Time  is  precious.  If  we  don't  agree 
up  on  it,  and  it  goes  back  to  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men and  they  don't  act  upon  it,  another  week  is 
gone.  I  believe  that  all  chese  .arrangements 
should  be  made  by  the  first  of  June.  Now,  in 
regard  to  the  estimate  which  has  been  read  here. 
No  report  has  been  made.  A  piece  of  paper  was 
mace  out,  but  there  is  nothing  definite  about 
it.  The  gentleman  asked  to  see  it,  but 
it  is  not  a  report.  The  gentleman  thinks  a,  sraall 
committee  is  dangerous.  That  mattei  is  wholly 
in  the  hands  of  the  Council  to  say  whether  it  shall 
be  large  or  small.  If  the  Council  decides  to  have 
more,  I  am  content;  only  I  hope  an  agreement  will 
be  come  to  as  soon  as  possible,  that  the  arrange- 
ments may  be  made. 

Mr.  Howes  or  Ward  11— I  would  like  to  ask  for 
information  whether  a  special  committee  has  been 
appointed  to  take  charge  of  this  matter,  as  I  no- 
tice that  they  aok  for  an  additional  number  to  do 
so.  A  committee  was  appointed  on  the  topics  in 
the  Mayor's  address,  but  I  did  n't  suppose  they 
were  to  have  charge  of  this  celebration. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— One  hundred  years  ago 
was  fought  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  and  I  think 
the  spirit  of  Warren,  which  is  now  looking  down 
upon  us,  must  smile  at  this  small  talk  about  a 
small  committee.    That  great  battle  of  Bunker 
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HiU,  in  connection  with  the  battles  of  Lexington 
and  Concord,  sir,  worked  out  the  independence  of 
the    nation.     Now    let   us   think  of  that  for    a 
moment.      Talk   about   half   a   dozen    or    thirty 
or  twdvs  members  of  a  committee!      How  much 
difference    does   it    make    in    the    expenditure? 
Why,  sir,   it   is  ot  no  account  at  all.      I  would 
rather    go    for    increasing    it.      1    would    renly 
to    the   point   laised   by    mv    friend  on   my  left 
in  regaro  to  tins  matter.    T.ds  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  take  into  co  sideration  ceitain  portions 
of  his  Honor's  message  and  report,  but  since  then 
no  action  has  been  taken  in   regard  to    the  re- 
port.   They  have  gone  on  and  done  their  business 
well.    Now  tnere  is  a  difference  of  opinion  be- 
tween the  two  branches.    I  am  in  favor  of  a  large 
committee,  but  I  kno//  it  would  >jot  be  satisfac- 
tory to  both  branches  of  toe  Council,  and   there- 
fore I  believe  there  should  be  a  compromise.  I  be- 
lievein  theamendme.tof  thegentlemau  fromWard 
8,  and  I  think  that  will  satisfy  everybody.     1  hope 
the  committee  .vill  be  large  and  experienced  enough 
to  work  out  this   mattf  r   properly,  and  do  it  as  it 
ought  to  be  done  and  not  have  a  failure.    There 
is  n't  probably  a  person  in   the  city  cf  Boston  to- 
day that  will  live  to  see  another  centennial,  and 
no  man  here  will   have  a  child  bom  io  him  at  the 
present  time  that,  in  all    human  probability,  will 
live  to  see  the  light  of  ihe  second  cenntenuiai  an- 
niversary ot  che  battle  of   Bunker  Hill.    I  hope, 
sir,  that  the  patriotism  of  the  people  will  be  con 
sulced,  and  that  gentlemen  will  not  submerge  this 
matter  by  small  talk  about  what  individual  com- 
mittees or  individuals  oo  committees  may  do.    It 
isn't  worth  consideration.    Let  us  celebrate  that 
diy   as  it  ought  to  be  celebrated,  with  pomp  and 
bonfires — let  me  say  it  aga  n,  bonfire 3,  sir,  to  my 
friend  from  Ward  9  [Mr.  Jaques]— and  with  the 
firing  of  cannon  ;  and  if  I  had   the  honor — I  don't 
expect  it — to  be  one  of  th^t  committee,  I  would 
propose  an  illumination  of  the  city,  instead  of  fire- 
works.   I  would  suggest  to  the  committee   (hat 
which  never  has  been  done  here,  though  it  is  com- 
mon in  the  old  country,  as  those  of  .you  know 
who  have  visited  it,  and  seen  the  public  buildings 
illuminated,  calling  together  thousands    of  peo- 
ple   to    witness    the    uovelty,    if   nothing   else. 
Let    the    city     of     Boston     contribute     to     il- 
luminate   its    public    buil  lings,    aicd    the  State 
will  folio  v  suit.    Let  us  in  every  i  espect  celebrate 
this  day,  this  glorious  anniversary  of  the  nation's 
birth,  as  it  ought  to  be  celebrated.    Double  up  the 
number,  if  necessary;  but  I  should  think  it  better 
to  have  the  old  Fourtu  of-July  plan  of  one  from 
each  ward.    But  I  am  wholly  opposed  to  haviig  a 
small  committee  to  manage   this   matter,  not  be- 
cause I  think  they  are   not   capable,  but   bec9use 
they  were  not  appointed  for    the   purpose.    They 
were  appointed  to  consider  the    portions   of  iae 
Mayor's     message     which     refer     to     the    cel- 
ebration, and  they  were    to  report    upon  it  and 
the    action  w;s  to  betaken   by  the  oo:lies  them- 
selves.   Now,  sir,  I   would  not  undertake  to  criti- 
cise their  course  in  the  least;    they   have  rone 
well.    Bpt,  sir,  ir,  will   not  be  satisfactory  to  this 
branch  of  the  Copncil  to  have  that  same  commit- 
tee entirely  manage  this  whole  matter.    It  is  n't 
practicable;    it  isn't  possible  for  them  to  uo  it 
during  the  fen-  hours  nf  that  celebration.    It  is  n't 
possible  for  them  to  do  it  as  creditably  as  it  ought 
to  be  done.     I  mentioned  the  other  night— though 
it  is  n't  exactly  a  parallel   case— that  the  city  of 
Philadelphia  lias  already  conninuted  two  millions 
of  dollars  for  her  eextCeiitenuial,  and  a  proposition 
has  been   made,  which  will   undoubtedly  be  car- 
ried, for  a  million  more;    and    here   are  we,  sir, 
talking  about  the  disposal  of  this  $30,000.    I  am  in 
favor  of  a  large  committee,  that  their  duties  may 
be  sub-divided. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6 — There  is  one  view  of 
this  matter  which  has  not  been  presented,  the 
discussion  having  wandered  so  far  off  into  fire- 
works, bonfires,  illuminations,  etc.  It  is,  that  on 
former  celebrations  which  the  city  of  Boston  man- 
aged alone  there  "ere  cedain  reasons  for  a  laige 
committee.  Bur  in  this  Cise,  as  I  undeistand 
it.  the  city,  the  State  and  the  Bunker  Hill 
Monument  Association  are  to  unite  in  a  ireneral 
scheme,  and  want  to  ti*ve  the  day  celebrated  in  a 
proper  manner.  It  seems  to  me  that  if  we  appoint 
a  large  committee  on  the  pai  t  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment, they  cannot  well  act  with  these  other  com- 
mittees; it  will  make  too  large  a  !jody  to  act  in- 
telligently and  efficiently.  For  thatreasou,  the 
Citv  Government  ought  to  send  a  somewhat  small 
committee,  and  I  think  the  committee  will  not  be 
too  small,  even  if  of  its  ore  lent  size.  I  was  some- 
what surprised  chat  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12, 


who  thought  one  engineer  able  to  manage  the 
bringing  of  Sudbury  River  water  into  the  city, 
should  think  five  or  eight  gentlemen  would  n't 
be  able  to  attend  to  the  celeoration  of  Ihe  Seven- 
teenth of  June. 

Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11  offered  the  following  as  a 
substitute: 

Ordered,  That  eight  members  of  the  Common 
Council,  and  as  many  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
may  join,  be  a  committee  to  lake  into  its  care 
the' entire  arrangement  for  the  celebration  of  the 
centennial  anniversary  of  the  battle  of  Bunker 
hill. 

Mr.  Hicks  of  Ward  8—1  hope  the  old  committee 
will  not  be  laid  upon  the  shelf.  I  should  be  much 
opposed  to  their  being  thrown  out. 

Air.  he  wes  of  Ward  11— I  don't  see  that  it  is 
necessary  to  lay  the  present  committee  on  the 
shelf.  A  reappointment  will  secure  that.  They 
are  now  working  on  an  illegal  basis,  they  have  no 
authority  to  do  what  they  bave  done,  and  this 
order  will  empower  them  to  act  unoerstandingly. 

Mr  Shaw  of  Ward  5  offered  as  an  amendment 
to  the  oirier,  to  include  the  Mayor,  the  President 
of  the  Common  Council  and  the  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Hoies  accepted  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12—1  raise  the  point  of  or- 
der whether  the  Council  at  its  last  meeting  did 
not  substantially  concur  witli  the  Boa.id  of  Alder- 
men that  the  special  committee  Nbould  be  a  part 
ot  this  committee,  and  that  being  irrevocably 
fixed,  the  only  thing  we' cau  decide  upon  is  the 
amendment,  making  the  committee  consist  of  one 
from  eacli  ward. 

The  President — The  Chair  will  decide  that  the 
point  of  order,  in  substance,  is  well  taken.  So 
much  of  this  order  as  has  been  passed  by  concur- 
rent  vote  of  both  branc^e*  will  stand  independ- 
ently of  the  amendment;  and  now  it  is  only  for  us 
to  make  just  such  alterations  as  will  affect  the 
amendment  adopted  by  tne  Common  Council  and 
rejected  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  >h  ere fore 
this  substitute  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  11  is  not  in  order.  The  question,  then,  re- 
curs upon  the  amendment  offered  bv  the  gentle- 
man from  Wai  d  8. 

The  anendinent  was  adopted. 

Sent  up. 

BOARD   OF  EDUCATION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FitzgeraUl  or  Ward  7  the  spe- 
cial assignment  for  8  P.  M.,  viz.,  Re'olve  that  it  is 
expedient  for  the  Mayor  to  apply  to  the  pre-enr 
Legislature  for  authority  to  appoint  by  the  Mayor 
and  City  Council  fifteen  perilous  to  constitute  a 
Board  of  Education  in  this  city;  and  order  for 
Committee  on  Legislative  Matters  to  ask  for  such 
an  act  a«  is  above  described  (Ci\y  Doc.  No.  53, 
1875),  was  taken  fiom  the  table,  and  Mr.  Fitzger- 
ald moved  to  specially  assign  it  to  next  Tnursclay 
eveuiug  at  nine  o'clock. 

Mr.  harrigan  cf  Wardl  moved  it  be  indefinitely 
postponed. 

The  President  ruled  the  motion  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  thought  action  should  be 
taken  at  once,  as  the  Legislatuie  would  soon  ad- 
journ. 

The  motion  to  specially  assign  prevailed. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Order  for  additional  accommodations  to  be  pro- 
vided tor  the  Auburn  Primary  School.  Passed, 
and  sent  up. 

Order  to  fit  up  and  furnish  the  vacant  Primal y- 
school  building  on  Warrenton  street  for  the 
school  for  deaf  mutes.    Parsed,  and  sent  up. 

Order  authorizing  the  purchase  of  the  copy  of 
the  fiist  volume  of  Charlestown  Records,  at  not 
exceeding  f  500.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  lor  Committee  on  Public  Buildi  gs  to 
erect  citv  stable  j  for  Paving  Department  on 
Childs  street,  Ward  17,  at  a  cost  of  $5000.  Passed 
in  concurrence.  Subsequently  a  moment  to  re- 
consider by  Mr.  Fly  tin  of  Ward  7  was  lost 

REGISTRATION   OF    BIRTHS,  ETC. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4,  the  spe- 
cial a^-signment  for  nine  o'clock,  viz.,  first  order 
in  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Library 
on  the  petition  of  M.  P.  Wilder  in  regard  to  city 
record'  (City  Doc.  No.  4(1,  1875),  was  taken 
from  the  table  and  specially  assigned  for  eight 
o'clock  two  week:;  from  tonight. 

THE   BOSTON   WATER   BOARD. 

The  motion  to  leconsider  the  vote  whereby  was 
rejected  the  ordinance  to  establish  the  Boston 
Water  Board  (City  Doc.  No.  38,  1875),  came  up  un- 
der unfinished  business. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  said  he  intended  to  take  the 
back  track,  and  hoped  the  reconsideration  would 
prevail.  If  it  did  he  had  a  substitute  which  he  in- 
tended to  offer.  ^r 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson  ot  Ward  3  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  ordered  and  the  reconsideration 
was  lost -yeas  32,  Lays  33. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Beal,  Braccett,  Buiclitt,  Crocker, 
Curtis,  dishing,  Cushman,  Day,  Felt,  Fitzgerald, 
(ioldtnwait,  Guild,  Harmon,  Hiscock,  Howes, 
Jaques,  Kimball,  Morrison,  Newton,  Page,  Parker, 
Peikins,  Pierce,  Sampson,  Shaw,  Sprague,  Sweet- 
ser,  Wadsworth,  Wnitmore,  Wilbur ;  Willcutt, 
Woods— 32. 

Nays— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bent,  Burgees,  Caw- 
ley,  Clarke,  Collins,  Coyle,  Devereux,  Duggau, 
Edwards,  Eitzpatrick,  Flyun,  H  rrigan,  Hicks, 
Kelley,  Kugsbury,  Kingsley,  Lappen,  Leighton, 
Long!  Moley,  Mooney,  Murray,  Noyes,  Osnorne, 
Power,  Rice,  Siblsy,  Stacey,  Thacher,  Trull,  Wal- 
biidge.  Wilson— 33. 

PETITIONS   PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Wai  d  15— Petition  of  Charles 
Francis,  for  compensation  for  carnages  on  Eel- 
lowes  stieet. 

Petition  of  Mary  Jane  Curley,  minor,  tor  com- 
pensation for  injuries  received  by  a  fall  of  a 
heavy  snestiron  ventilator  from  the  roof  of  the 
schoolhouse    at   the    corner   ot    Cove   and   East 

streets.  _,   . 

Severally  leferied  to  Joint  Committee  on  Claims. 

By  Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3— Petition  ot  eighty- 
one' citizens  for  a  bath  bouse  near  Cragie's  Bridge. 
Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Bathiup. 

By  Mr.  Trai.i  of  Ward  13— Notices  of  surrender 
of  interest  in  estates  on  Northampton-street  Dis- 
trict, as  follows:  Charles  Davis,  mortgagee,  New- 
man estate;  Frarcis  W.  and  Mary  A.  Welch,  Hil- 
dreth  estate;  Joseph  Dorr,  assignee,  Hildietb 
estate;  Marv  A.  Rosemeyer,  mortgagee,  estate  of 
Jonas  B.  Hildreth.  Severallyjreferred  to  Joint 
Special  Committee  on  Northampton-street  Dis- 
trict. 

By  Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6— Petition  of  Typograph- 
ical Union  No.  13,  Governor  Gaston,  newspaper 
publishers,  et  al.,  chat  the  sessions  of  the  Inter- 
national Typographical  Union  may  be  held  in  the 
Common  Council  cliamber.  Referred  to  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Buildiags. 

By  Mr.  Cawley  of  Ward  2— Petitions  for  leave  to 
erect  wooden  buildings  bv  F.  O.  &  J.  X.  Reed  on 
Canal  street.  Ward  22;  and  Jeremiah  Murphy,  at 
132  Gold  street.  Severally  referred  to  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  on  Build- 
ings. 

By  Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  13 -Petition  of  Cerran 
Madden  to  be  paid  for  damages  to  his  estate  on 
Nortbamnton-street  District.  Referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Northampton-street  District. 

Petition  of  J.  Montgomery  for  compensation 
for  estate  154  Summer  street.  Referred  to  Joint 
Committee  on  Claims. 

Severally  sent  up. 

SEWER  ASSESSMENTS. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6,  for  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  who  were  requested  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  amending  the  ordinance  relating  to 
sewers,  submitted  a  report  recommending  the 
passing  of  the  following  : 

An  Ordinance 

To  amend  an  ordinance  in  relation  to  common 
sewers  and  drains — 

Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  The  ordmauce  in  relation  to  common 
sewers  and  drains  is  hereby  amenaed  by  striking- 
out,  in  the  twelfth  line  of  the  sixth  section,  the 
word  "value"  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the 
word  "area";  alo  by  striking  out,  in  the  thir- 
teenth and  fourteenth  lines  of  said  section,  the 
words  "exclusive  of  any  buildings  or  improve- 
ments thereon." 

Laid  en  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16. 

INSPECTION  OF  LIGHTERS. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  presented  a  report  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Ordinances  that  the  ordi- 
nance 1o  amend  the  ordinance  in  relation  to 
weighing  and  inspecting  boats  and  lighters  ought 
to  pass. 

WATER  PIPES  FOR  WARDS  17  AND  19. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10,  the  or  - 
der  for  a  loan  of  $100,000,  to  be  added  to  the 
amount  borrowed  for  the  purchase  of  water  pipes, 
etc.,  for  Ward?  17  and  19,  to  be  used  for  the  same 
purpose  and  for  laying  clown  said  pipes,  was 
brought  up. 


Mr.  Wilson  of  Word  12  thought  the  Committee 
on  Water  should  con  ider  it,  and  moved  it  be  re- 
ferred to  th?m,  but  withdrew  it  after  an  examina- 
tion of  the  papers  by  the  President,  showing  that 
it  had  beeu,  and  after  an  explanation  bv  Mr. 
Thacher  of  Ward  15. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurience — yeas  57, 
nays  1 — Mr.  Pierce  ot  Ward  11  voting  nay. 

FIRE  INSPECTOR. 

A  motion  to  take  from  the  table  the  order  in  re- 
lation to  a  fire  inspector  was  lost — 25  for,  26 
against.  Mr.  Howes  said  he  intended  to  offer  an 
amendment  providing  that  the  entire  expense 
should  be  borne  by  tue  undei  writers. 

HOUR  OF  MEETING. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  Tint  when  this  Council  an journ  it  be 
to  eight  o'clock  on  Thursday  evening  next,  and 
that  that  be  the  hour  of  meeting  until  otherwise 
•rdered. 

Mr.  Willcutt  of  Ward  17  objected. 

Mr.  Parker  of  Ward  4  suggested  4  P.  M. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzgerald  the  ordei  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

COCHITUATE  WATER  BOARD. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  for  the  purpose  ot  securing  a 
competent  boara  for  the  completion  of  the  new 
water  works,  the  Committee  on  Ordinanees  re- 
port at  the  next  meeting  an  amendment  to  the  or- 
dinance relating  to  ilVe  Water  Board,  so  that  a, 
paid  commission  of  three  persons  may  be  ap- 
pointed to  supervise  the  construction  ot  the  rew 
works  for  the  Cochituate  service. 

Mr.  Shaw— Ic  is  very  well  known  tUat  one 
of  the  most,  if  not  the  most,  important  mat- 
ters which  this  Council  has  acted  upon  this  year 
is  the  question  of  an  increas-d  supply  of  water 
ana  that  an  expenditure  of  front  rive  to  ten  mil- 
lions is  to  be  had.  It  is  very  well  known  that 
several  members  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board 
with  their  private  business  upon  their  hands  can- 
not attend  to  the  details  of  the  duties  required 
by  that  enormous  expenditure.  Now,  sir,  I  be- 
lieve it  to  be  necessary  to  have  paid  officers  to  do 
that  business.  I  don't  believe  that  those  gen- 
tlemen who  have  private  business  of  their  own 
can  give  this  matter  the  attention  which  will  be 
required.  This  order  which  I  have  had  the  honor  to 
introduce  leaves  the  Cochituate  and  Mystic  water 
boards  entirely  separate;  there  is  no  interference 
with  the  duties  or  prerogatives  of  the  Mystic 
board,  and  they  will  continue  to  hold  the  same 
position  that  they  do  now;  they  will  have  the 
general  supervision  of  their  own  department  and 
will  report  to  the  different  branches  of  the  City 
Council  from  time  to  time,  as  may  be  required.  I 
believe  that  three  paid  agents— you  may  call  them 
what  you  please— will  be  required  to  do  this  work 
and  attend  to  the  duties.  I  hope  the  order  will  be 
adopted.  It  is  merely  to  submit  the  matter  to  the 
consid  ration  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, and  they  can  repot  t  what  in  their  judg- 
ment is  proper,  and  t'oen  the  whole  matter  will 
come  before  tht  Council,  I  think  that  under  the 
present  emergency,  while  everything  is  waiting— 
I  learn  from  the  beads  of  departments  that  eveiy- 
thing  is  waiting — some  change  is  imperatively 
needed.  I  hope  the  01  der  will  be  adopted  and 
that  the  committee  will  consider  the  matter  and 
report,  then  it  can  be  debated  here. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  hope  the  order  will  not 
prevail.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  too  important  an 
order  to  be  rushed  thiough  this  Council  for  the 
committee  to  repot  t  an  ordinance  which  we  know 
nothing  about.  It  is  certainly  or  e  of  those  orders 
which  ought  to  come  up  at  the  next  meeting.  It 
is  an  impeiative  order,  requiring  the  committee 
to  report  an  ordinance  at  the  next  meeting.  I 
move  that  the  order  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— It  seems  to  me  that 
there  is  no  necessity  for  taking  such  a  course. 
The  committee  will  report,  and  then  there  will  be 
ample  time  for  members  to  consider  the  question. 
It  seems  to  me  chat  it  should  be  allowed  to  go  to 
the  committee  first,  and  we  can  consider  their  re- 
port when  it  is  made. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6—1  hope  the  Council  will 
not  vote  to  lay  tins  matter  upon  the  table.  This 
is  an  order  for  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  to 
report  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council.  It 
strikes  me  that  if  it  is  laid  over  the  Council  will 
know  no  more  than  it  does  now ;  the  question  will 
then  still  be,  Shall  the  subject  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances,  to  report  at  the  next 
meeting  ?  I  can  see  nothing  to  be  gained  by  a  delay 
of  a  week.    If  it  is  adopted  at  the  next  meeting  of 
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the  Council  it  will  be  a  fortnight  from  tODight 
before  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  can  report; 
if  you  pass  tbe  order  tonight  the  committee  will 
report  a  week  from  tonight. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — I  understand  this  order 
is  imperative  and  requires  tbe  committee  to  re- 
port at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Common  Council. 
I  don't  think  any  member  of  this  Council  is  pre- 
pared to  pass  upon  a  matter  of  so  much  impor- 
tance as  this  without  first  considering  it.  The 
subject  has  beeu  agitated  for  years,  and  here  are 
gentlemen  very  anxious,  with  the  gentleman  fiorn 
Ward  5,  to  pass  this  order  tonight,  immediately 
after  the  ordinance  establishing  a  water  board 
has  been  rejected.  If  it  is  a  good  thing  it  ean  lie 
over  one  week  without  detriment;  the  members 
can  then  have  time  to  examine  it  and  take  it  up 
at  the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Wavd  6— Ic  seems  to  me  that  the 
gentleman  overestimates  the  importance  of  the 
order.  It  is  simply  a  request  for  the  committee  to 
report  an  ordinance  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Council  at  a  future  time.  It  commits  the  Council 
to  nothing;  it  is  merely  a  request  for  them  to  re- 
port and  put  the  matt'tr  in  shape  for  the  Council 
to  consider;  to  put  the  idea  suggested  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  5  in  the  form  of  an  ordi- 
nance so  that  it  may  be  in  shape  to  be  considered. 
It  is  important,  if  anything  is  to  be  done  at  all, 
that  it  should  be  done  as  soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  think  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  7  overestimates  this  matter.  I  have 
no  idea  of  rushing  it  through.  I  never  under- 
took to  rush  anything  through.  This  is  simply  a 
reference  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances.  Sup- 
pose it  is  delayed  a  week;  members  will  know  no 
more  about  it  then  than  they  do  now;  and  then 
the  proposition  will  be  referred  to  tbe  committee. 
Nothing  is  to  be  gained  by  del«y,  and  there  is  an 
absolute  necessity  for  doing  something.  There  is 
a  pressing  emergency  ;  matters  aie  hanging  which 
ought  to  be  settled.  Some  members  of  the  Water 
Board  have  ?tated  that  they  could  not  attend  to 
the  duties  required,  and  I  say  they  ought  to  re- 
sign. Nobody  will  be  snubbed' by  this  oraer.  The 
ordinance  will  come  before  us,  and  every  man  will 
have  a  right  to  act  upon  it.  It  does  not  inter- 
fere with  the  present  members  of  the  board  aud  I 
don't  see  how  any  member,  under  the  present  con- 
dition of  things,  cao  objeci.  The  Mystic  Water 
Board  is  not  touched.  Much  as  I  believe  tbe  Mys- 
tic Water  Board  ba->  been  'setter  managed  than 
the  Cochitnate  has,  it  is  well  known  tliat  when 
those  works  were  built  it  was  done  by  a  paid 
board.  I  am  opposed  to  a  multiplicity  of  commis- 
sions, as  I  have  said  repeatedly.  I  don't  go  for  a 
wholesale  slaughter  of  the  city  charter,  though  I 
believe  it  needs  amendment  io  some  degree,  but 
not  entirely.  I  believe  in  this  case  that  we  should 
adopt  some  practical  measure  tor  ihe  economical 
expenditure  of  this  five  or  ten  or  fifteen  millions 
of  dollars. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  would  ask  if  a  union  of 
the  Mystic  with  tbe  Cochituate  Water  Boaid  is 
contemplated,  because  that  might  change  my 
opinion  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  think  if  the  gentleman  will  listen 
to  the  order  again  he  will  learn  that  i.othing 
whatever  is  contemplated  in  regard  to  the  Mystic 
Water  Board,  but  simply  the  "Cochituate  Water 
Board. 

Mr.  Flynn— Then  my  point  is  that  I  don't  think 
,  it  necessary  to  be  done,  ana  that  is  o:.e  of  the 
reasons  why  1  shall  object  to  the  passage  of  the 
oroer. 

Mr.  Shaw— The  order  says,  "the  new  work 
of  the  Cochituate  Water  Works."  It  contem- 
plates the  employmenc  of  three  men.  It  is 
simnly  to  appoint  thiee  agents  to  manage  the  con- 
struction of  the  new  water  works.  That  is  all. 
It  has  no  sort  of  reference  to  a  peimanent  com- 
mission, but  merely  a  temporary  body,  as  you 
would  employ  a  carpet  ter  on  your  house";  you  pay 
him  for  that  job  and  nothing  else,  and  when  he  is 
done  you  discharge  hiin.  All  I  nad  in  view,  in 
speaking  to  several  members  about  the  order, 
was  to  hire  thiee  men  to  supe  intend  that  work. 
That  is  all,  sir. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12—1  would  ask  if  the  prop- 
osition is  cot  to  have  three  men  to  supersede  the 
present  CochituateWater  Board,  though  it  does  n't 
seem  to  be  apparent.  It  has  been  apparent  that 
it  does  n't  intend  to  supersede  the  Mystic  Water 
Board. 

Mr.  Shaw — It  is  to  hiie  three  men  to  build  the 
new  work.  I  have  explained  that  it  has  nothing 
to  <;o  with  the  present  Cochituate  Water  Board- 


no  interference  with  their  rights  and  preroga- 
tives. It'  is  simply  to  hire  three  men  to  do  that 
work.    That  is  all. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20— I  would  ask  ii  these  three 
men  are  to  be  employed  by  the  present  Cochituate 
Water  Board,  or  whether  thev  are  to  be  ap- 
pointed or  elected.  If  it  is  simply  a  repetition  of  the 
ordinance  just  defeated,  the  matter  will  be  fought 
over  again .  If  it  is  to  give  power  to  the  present  Co- 
chituate Water  Board  to  hire  men  to  perform  this 
work  I  shall  vote  for  it.  But  if  it  is  to  put  in  three 
men  specially  to  do  this  work  and  nothing  else, 
it  seems  to  me  there  will  be  danger  of  a  collision. 
If  the  present  board  cannot  do  it,  I  am  in  favor 
of  paying  them.  But  they  say  the  question  is  on 
requusting  the  committee  to  reporr  an  ordinance, 
and  now  we  don't  know  how  much  g.'ouna  there 
is  to  wtand  on.  When  the  ordinance  comes  we 
shall  have  something  to  approve  or  disapprove. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10 — It  is  very  important 
for  the  work  on  the  new  supply  that  we  should 
have  some  definite  decision  before  long  with  re- 
gard to  this  matter.  The  present  board  do  not 
feel  willing  or  competent  to  carry  on  .he  work. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15 — I  would  like  to  make  a 
personal  explanation,  if  the  gentleman  will  allow 
me.  When  the  gentleman  says  the  Water  Board 
do  not  feel  like  carrying  on  this  work,  I  would 
state  that  it  is  false.  There  are  three  men  vho 
are  willing  to  devote  their  whole  attention  to  it.  I 
don't  propose  to  sit  here  as  a  member  of  tbe  Wa- 
ter Board  and  allow  that  to  be  said  without  a  de- 
nial. I  would  not  have  accepted  the  position  if  I 
bad  rot  intended  to  attend  to  its  duties. 

Mr.  Sweetser — Members  of  the  Water  Board  cer- 
tainly say  they  are  unwilling  to  take  the  duties 
imposed  upon  them,  and  tuey  ask  that  there 
should  be  a  paid  commission'  to  carry  oo  this 
work.  At  any  rate,  whoever  is  to  carry'  it  on,  it 
should  be  decided  before  long,  so  that  the  con- 
tracts may  be  made  and  cairied  out.  Therefore  I 
hope  tins  order  will  be  adopted,  that  we  may  have 
something  to  accept  or  reject,  that  we  may  know 
where  we  stand  aud  what  we  are  talking  about. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6— Will  the  gentleman 
from  W  ard  15  state  who  the  three  members  are 
who  are  willing  to  give  their  whole  time  to  the 
subject? 

Mr.  Thacher— Mr.  White  is  one,  and  I  think  Mr. 
Noyes  will ;  I  have  n't  heard  about  Mr.  Standish, 
but  I  think  he  will,  and  I  know  that  Mr.  Cutter 
will.  I  was  talking  with  Mr.  Cutter  today,  and 
he  did  n't  see  but  tnat  he  could  stay  there. 

The  motion  to  lav  on  tbe  table  was  lost,  and  the 
question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second  read- 
ing- 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12—1  hope  I  will  be  excused 
for  sayisag  one  word  at  this  late  hour,  because  I 
have  endeavored  to  draw  out  v^hat  is  meant  by 
this  ambiguous  order.  It  directs  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances  to  report  an  ordinance  for  a  com- 
mission to  have  change  of  this  v.  ork,  and  under 
that  they  could  report  an  ordinance  to  supersede 
the  yiesent  Cochituate  Board.  The  report  we 
have  rejected  is  presumed  to  be  the  best  embodi- 
ment of  their  opinion  hor/ this  board  should  be 
organized,  and  now  the  proposition  is  to  lee  them 
try  their  hards  at  it  again,  giving  the  general  di- 
rection of  the  work  to  three  men.  If  those  three 
men  are  to  be  superintendents  ot  tne  work,  the 
Cochituate  Board  have  sufficient  authority  to 
select  them  and  fix  their  compensation.  Tliat  is 
what  they  are  doing  today.  They  have  general 
superintendence  of  divisions,  and  always  have 
had,  and  can  etuploy  as  many  as  they  please.  It 
strikes  me  that  this  "matter  should  be  ieferred  to 
the  Committee  on  Water,  as  they  are  the  official 
medium  of  communication  between  the  City  Gov- 
ernment and  the  Water  Board.  They  can  talk  the 
matter  over  and  arrange  tne  matter  for.  the  best 
interest  of  the  city.  If  they  can't  do  it,  then  let 
us  make  some  other  arrangement.  But  I  do  not, 
believe  tliat  the  introductio.i  of  this  order  w'll 
reach  Hie  point  desired.  We  are  directing  a  com- 
mittee to  try  their  hand  at  a  work  in  which 
they  have  failed.  It  is  piv  sumed  that 
they  have  no  special  familiarity  with  tbe  work  to 
be  done,  and  will  receive  suggestions  from  other 
parties.  If  ic  is  to  organize  a  board  of  superin- 
tendents I  am  in  favor  of  it,  but  the  board  now 
have  sufficient  power  to  select,  and  employ  all  the 
men  they  want,  and  fix  their  compensatior.  If  it 
is  de«ired  to  substitute  a  new  board  it  should  be 
referred  to  tbe  Committee  onWater,  and  they  can 
ascertain  what  is  tne  opinion  of  the  Water  Board. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3  the  Coun- 
cil at  journed, 
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BOAED       OF       ALDERMEN 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MAY    3,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Four  grand  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  May  term 
of  ihe  United  States  District  Court. 

HEARING  ON  ORDER  OF  NOTICE. 

The  order  of  notice  for  a  bearing  on  the  expe- 
diency of  constructing  a  sewer  between  Atnory 
and  Boylston  streets  was  considered. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Chester  said  the  lot  he  represented 
would  be  spoiled,  and  be  should  be  opposed  to  the 
sewer. 

The  matter  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Sewers. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Special  Police  Officers — George  Woodbury,  Ar- 
lington avenue,  Charlestown  ;IAntonio  Enos,  sales 
ana  delivery  of  cargoes;  Waterman  K.  Pryor, 
Rogers's  wharf,  Sixth  street;  John  Trickey, United 
States  Navy  Yard;  P.  F.  Bibber,  P  street  and  its 
vicinny;  B.  Doimigan,  Michafl  A.  Daley,  George 
Fowler,  Edward  Miskelly,  Health  Department; 
Alfred  Woods,  Church-street  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church;  Charles  G.  Bennett,  William  H.  Allan. 
East  Boston  South  Ferry;  E.W.  Buswell,  Horticul- 
tural Hall  and  its  vicinitj  ;  Oliver  A.Perry,  Church 
of  Christian  Evargelist'and  its  vicinity;  Caleb  L. 
Sturgis, Hotel  Dartmouth  and  Dudley  and  Warren 
streets;  Edmund  B.  Lord,  Rowe's  wharf. 

Agents  of  the  city  in  taking  the  Decennial 
Census  of  the  City  of  Boston— George  F.  Fisher, 
Jacob  3.  Viles,  De  Witt  C.  White. 

Communication  from  the  Mayor  transmitting 
to  the  Board  his  approval  of  the  appointment  of 
the  following-named  persons  appointed  by  the 
Bureau  of  Statistics  of  Labor,  to  serve  as  enume- 
rators in  gathering  the  industrial  statistics  for 
1875,  for  the  city  of  Boston:  Charles  A.  Gould, 
Clark  Hutchins,  J.  A.  Reed,  Charles  E.  Fish, 
William  Robinson,  William  F.  Horton,  J.  H. 
Winslow,  J.  H.  Roberts,  V.  C.  Kemp,  Oscar  F. 
Dowe,  Edward  A.  Williston,  Andrew  B.  Hubbard, 
Thomas  P.  Fagan,  John  D.  Driscoil,  Fred  Pow- 
ers, John  Paxtou.  John  H.  Murphy,  David  A. 
McCarthy,  George  W.  Randall,  George  "Vf .  Barnes, 
James  D.  Flynn,  P.  W.  Dunn.  James  A.  Ander- 
son, William  W.  Davis,  George  F.  Doyle,  Robert 
Ferguson,  Alfred  Rand.    The  Board  concurred. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  of  .Lamps.  W.  E.Woodward 
et  al.,  for  a  lamp  on  Dearborn  place. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Comman,  etc.  An- 
cient and  Honorable  Artillery,  for  leave  to  use  the 
parade  ground  on  Boston  Common  on  June  7. 

Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Company,  for 
leave  to  erect  a  t9nt  on  the  Common,  on  June  17, 
for  a  banquet  to  the  veteran  military  companies 
who  will  join  with  jthem  in  the  centennial  cele- 
bration on  that  day. 

Joseph  T.  Ryan,  for  a  sewer  through  Orchard 
park  to  Chadwick  street. 

Joseph  Warren  Monument  Association,  that  the 
lot  of  land  on  Warren  street,  n^ar  Regent  street, 
mfiont  of  the  birthplace  of  Joseph  Warren,  be 
set  apart  to  them  for  the  puipose  of  erecting 
thereon  a  bronze  statue  of  said  Warren,  and  that 
the  city  will  render  such  aid  in  the  preparation  of 
the  foundation  and  pedestal  for  the  same  as  it 
has  been  accustomed  to  render  in  the  erection  of 
statues  to  other  distinguished  heroes  of  the  Revo- 
lution. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Henry  P.  Tallant, 
for  a  sewer  in  Highland  street,  above  Marcella 
street. 

A.  W.  Tice  et  al.,  that  a  sewer  be  laid  in  Park- 
man  street,  Ward  16. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Charles  S.  Reinhard,  for  leave  to  cut 
down  two  trees  on  Bowdoin  street,  Ward  16. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Assessors'  Depart- 
ment. Edward  S.  Winchester,  for  remission  of 
tax  assessed  it>  1872. 

Ann  P.  Craig  et  al..  for  abatemenc  of  tax  assess- 
ed in  1871. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Bathing.  James  A. 
Kemp  et  al.,  that  a  bathhouse  be  erected  at  Wash- 
ington Village. 


To  the  Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall.  Ancient  and 
Honorable  Artillery  Company,  for  use  of  Faneuil 
Hall  on  June  7. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  John  H.  Griggs  tor  additional  compensa- 
tion for  land  taken  on  Shawmut  avenue. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Patrick  Doyle,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old 
wooden  stable  for  five  horses  on  Ham's  court, 
Ward  22. 

F.  O.  &  J.  T.  Reed,  For  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  stable  for  eighteen  horses  on  corner  of 
Canal  and  Eden  streets,  Ward  22. 

Edward  Lynch,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  stable  for  two  horses  on  Norfolk  street, 
near  Capen  street,  Ward  16. 

Michael  Slyne,for  leave  to  occupy  a  new  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  on  Bolton  street,  southerly 
side,  one  lot  from  D  street. 

John  T.  Johnston,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  stable  for  ten  horses  on  corner  Washing- 
ton screet  and  Greenwood  avenue,  Ward  17. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Boston  &  Provi- 
dence Railroad  Company,  that  the  Ashland-street 
Bridge  be  rebuilt. 

Middlesex  Railroad  Comp  my,  for  the  right  to 
connect  their  tracks  on  Charles  River  avenue,  be- 
tween Water  street  and  Charlestown  square;  also 
to  connect  bv  a  curve  track  in  said  Charlestown 
square  the  westerly  track  on  said  Charles  River 
avenue  with  I  he  track  on  Warren  avenue ;  also 
for  the  right  to  connect  the  tracks  on  Main  street 
between  Wood  street  and  Green  s.treet. 

J.  Austin  Rogers  et  al.,  that  Eliot  square  be 
sprinkled  by  the  city. 

Leonard  Ware  et  al.,  that  Blue  Hill  avenue  be 
sprinkled  by  the  city. 

A.  S.  Brown  et  al.,  that  the  extension  of  Seav- 
erns  avenue  be  graded  and  put  in  order. 

John  Comley,  for  brick  sidewalk  at  59  Bartlett 
street,  Roxbury. 

E.  C.  Stevens  et  al.,  tbat  Elm  street,  from  Hano- 
ver street  to  Washington  street,  be  paved  with 
granite  blocks. 

John  K.  Wolston  et  al.,  that  Chelsea  street, 
Charlestown,  be  paved  with  granite  blocks. 

Edwin  P.  Seaver,  that  a  Dortion  of  South  street 
near  the  Bowditch  School  be  paved  with  wood. 

Boston  &  Providence  Railroad  Company,  for  a 
change  in  the  grade  of  South  street,  Ward  17,  near 
Dedbam  Branch  road. 

George  F.  Woodman,  for  edgestones  on  Green- 
ough  avenue,  corner  Elm  street,  W«rd  17. 

Robert  McMurtry,  for  edgestones  on  Beacon 
street,  Brighton. 

Charles  H.  Bacon,  for  brick  sidewalk  486  to  498 
Harrison  avenue. 

Samuel  Cabot  et  al.,  that  Park  square  be  sprin- 
kled. 

David  Hearn,  for  brick  sidewalk  258  West  Third 
street. 

Alonzo  Dexter,  that  the  passageway  at  59  St. 
James  street  bs  called  Oakville  avenue. 

E.  D.  Chapin  et  al.,  that  the  "mile  ground"  on 
Brighton  avenue  be  watered  by  the  city. 

Jonathan  Belcher,  for  brick  sidewalk  at  70 
Westminster  street. 

M.  Drinan  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  move  a  wooden 
building  from  118  Foundery  street  ro  21  West 
Fourth  street. 

M.  Ellis  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  move  a  wooden 
building  from  77  Prescott  street  to  Ohflsea  street, 
Ward  1. 

A.  D.  Webber,  fo."  the  construction  of  a  surface- 
water  drain  onjsouth  sire  of  Chesier  square. 

Leonard  Ware  et  al.,  that  Blue  Hill  avenue  be 
sprinkled  by  the  city. 

A.  W.  Tice  et  al.,  that  Parkman  street,  Ward  16, 
be  graded  and  put  in  order. 

William  G.  Doe,  for  brick  sidewalk,  711  and  713 
Fourth  srreet. 

William  P.  Cavanagh,  for  leave  to  move  a  wooden 
building  from  Walnut  street  to  Neponset  avenue. 

Alderman  Worthington  presented  the  petitions 
of  Joel  Seaverns  et  al.,  Frederrck  Guild  et  al.,  and 
Isaac  Fenno  et  al.,  that  the  principal  thorough- 
fares in  the  Highland  District  may  be  watered  in 
part  by  the  city.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Paving. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Orders  to  pay  for  land  damages— Caroline  Ho- 
mer, $349.25,  Shawmut  avenue ;  Hiram  Johnson, 
$460,  Shawmut'  avenue ;  Anna  M.  Abele,  $116, 
Shawmut  avenue;  Robert  Simpson,  $1223.60, 
Shawmut  aveuue;  Dennis  F.  Flagg,  $1085,  Lever- 
ett  street;  heirs  of  James  Good,  $1672,  Hunneman 
street;  Christian  Rechel,  $4515.50,  East  Lenox 
street.    Severally  passed. 


MAY      3 ,       1875 


262 


Order  to  appropriate  city's  share  of  levenue 
from  liquor  licenses,  after  paying  certain  ex- 
penses, to  ttie  reduction  of  the  city  debt.  Passed. 
Sent  down. 

Order  for  tne  purchase  of  7500  squat  6  feet  of 
laud  adjoining;  Chapm  n  Schoolhouse  yard,  for  a 
sum  not  exceeding  one  dollar  per  loot;  co  be 
charged  to  tne  special  appropriation  for  that  pur- 
pose.   Pissed.    Sent  down. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  CfOMMON  COUNCIL  FOR  CONCUR- 
RED CE. 

Petition  of  Cuarles  Francis,  for  compensation 
for  damages  on  Feliowes  street;  Mary  Jaae  Cur- 
ley,  minor,  for  compensation  for  injuries  received 
by  a  fall  of  a  heavy  sheet-iroa  ventilator  fron  the 
roof  ot  the  schoolhouse  at  the  corner  of  Cove  and 
East  streets:  petition  of  eighty-one  citizens  for  a 
bath  house  near  Cragie's  Bridge ;  notice*  of  sur- 
render of  interest  in  estates  on  Northamptan- 
strest  district  as  follows:  Charles  Davis,  mortga- 
gee, Newman  estate;  trailers  W.  and  Mary  A. 
Welch,  Hiklreth  estate;  Joseph  Dorr,  assignee, 
Hildieth  estate;  Mary  A.  Rosemeyer,  mortgagee, 
estate  of  Jonas  B.  Hilareth;  petition  of  Typo- 
graphical Union  No.  13,  Governor  Gaston,  news- 
paper publishers,  et  al.,  that  the  sessions  of  the 
International  Typographical  Urion  may  be  held 
in  the  Common  Council  chamber ;  petitions  for 
leave  to  erect  wooden  buildings  by  F.  O.  &  J.  T. 
Reed  c.n  Canal  street,  Ward  22;  and  Jeremiah 
Murphy,  at  132  Gold  street;  petition  of  Cerran 
Madden  to  be  paid  for  damages  to  his  estate  on 
Noithampton-street  district.      Severally  referred. 

The  petition  of  Jane  Montgomery  for  compensa- 
tion for  ana  relief  from  assessment  tor  better- 
ments on  estate  154  Summer  street,  came  up  to  be 
referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims. 

Alderrnan  Worthmgton  thought  it  was  an  unu- 
sual thing  for  the  Committee  on  Claims  to  consider 
ao  assessment  for  betterment.  He  had  considered 
the  matter  as  one  of  the  Committee  on  Streets  and 
thought  the  conclusion  a  fair  one. 

Alderman  Power  said  it  was  not  unusual  for  a 
petition  to  come  in  in  that  rorm  and  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Claims.  He  knew  nothing 
on  the  merits  of  this  case. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington,  the  peti- 
tion was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Streets  on 
the  part  of  the  Board  m  non-concurrence. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Report  and  order  to  furnish  additional  accom- 
modations for  the  Auburn  Primary  School,  in 
Brighton.    Order  passed. 

Report  and  order  to  fit  up  vacant  primary 
schoolhouse  on  Warreotou  street  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  school  for  deaf  mutes.  Order 
passed. 

Order  for  City  Engineer  to  report  what  changes 
are  necessary  in  the  system  of  high-service  works, 
and  on  the  subject  of  a  new  main  from  Chestnut 
Hill  Reservoir,  came  up  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Water.    Concurred. 

Certificate  of  the  election  of  Benjamin  Dean  as 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Public  Institutions,  in 
place  of  S.  A.  Denio,  chosen  bytliis  Board.  The 
Board  proceeded  to  baPot.  Aldermen  O'Brien 
and  Viles  were  appointed  a  committee  to  collect 
and  count  votes.  They  reported  that  Sylvanus  A. 
DeDio  bad  received  eight  votes,  and  Benjamin 
Dean  four.  Mr.  Denio  was  declared  elected  in 
non-concurrence.    Certificate  sent  down. 

SEVENTEENTH  OF  JUNE. 

The  order  for  appointment  of  a  joint  commit- 
tee on  the  observance  of  the  Seventeeth  of  June, 
came  up  amended  by  the  addition  of  eight  more 
members  from  the  Council  to  the  original  commit- 
tee, together  with  such  as  this  Board  may  join. 

Alderman  Harris— 1  move  chat  the  Board  con- 
cur and  that  the  Chair  appoint  five  additional  Al- 
dermen on  the  committee. 

Aldeiman  Burrage— 1  would  ask  if  the  present 
committee  deem  tnemselves  unable  to  perform 
the  duties— whether  they  think  the  committee  too 
small.  [Pause.]  If  the  committee  do  not  ask  for 
more  assistance,  it  seems  to  tne  that  we  had  bet- 
ter retain  the  present  number.  The  general  expe- 
rience is  that  small  committees  are  more  effective 
than  large  ones,  and  I  trust  we  shall  non-concur 
in  the  amendment. 

Aloetman  Power— I  move  to  amend  so  that  the 
number  of  Common  Councilmen  shall  be  five  and 
the  members  from  this  Board  three. 

The  question  on  concurrence  in  the  amendment 
of  the  Common  Council  was  put  and  the  Board 
refused  to  concur. 

Alderman  Power  asked  if  his  amendment  was 
in  order  and  the  Chairman  luled  that  it  was. 


Alderman  Power — A.S  I  understand  it,  the  com- 
mittee now  consists  of  eight  members.  I  move 
that  instead  of  eight,  it  consist  of  sixteen. 

Alderman  Worrhington — What  condition  will 
the  order  be  in  if  this  amendment  is  adopted,  and 
will  it  have  to  ^o  back  to  the  Council? 

The  Chairman— It  will  have  to  go  back  for  con- 
cunence  in  the  amendmeit. 

Alderman  Woithmgtoa — Then  I  move  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  just  passed  by  which  we  refused  to 
concur.  1  hope  the  Board  will  concur.  Tne  Coun- 
cil have  added  eight  members,  and  we  shall  add 
five  if  we  concur.  It  is  essei.tia1  that  this  matter 
should  be  disposed  of  at  once.  We  are  to  have 
the  greatest  celebration  on  che  Seventeenth  of 
June  we  ever  had  in  this  ciry,  and  yet  we  are  wait- 
ing here  and  talking  about  a  certain  number  on 
the  committee.  Whether  the  committee  be  ei'ht, 
sixteen,  twenty-four  or  thnty-two,  we  are  a  week 
behind  the  time  essential  for  the  preparations  for 
the  celebration.  I  trust  we  shall  recons-ider,  con- 
cur with  the  Council,  and  add  five  Aldermen  to 
the  committee. 

Alderman  Power— I  believe  my  motion  is  in  or- 
der, and  the  more  I  think  of  it  the  more  I  think  it 
is  the  c<  rrect  one.  I  now  move  that  the  commit- 
tee consist  of  sixteen. 

Alderman  Burrage— How  is  it  to  be  made  up? 

Alderman  Power — In  the  usual  proportion  from 
each  branch.  As  it  now  stands  there  ate  three 
Aldermeu,|four  Councilmen  and  his  Honor  the 
Mayor.  I  would  add  five  Councilmen  aod  three 
Aldermen. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  state  that  he 
has  come  to  the  conclusion  that  he  was  mistaken 
in  bis  ruling,  and  that  the  amendment  offered  by 
Aloetman  Power  is  strictly  out  of  order,  and  that 
the  question  was  on  concurring  in  tae  amend- 
ment. The  order  oiigtnated  in  and  was  passed  in 
this  Board;  it  was  sent  to  the  Council  amended, 
and  sent  back  and  we  non-concurred ;  it  went  back 
and  was  again  amended,  and  we  have  again  non- 
coocurred.    The  amendment  is  not  in  order. 

Alderman  Power— We  have  voted  to  non-con- 
cur, and  my  motion  is  that  we  have  a  cortmirtee 
of  sixteen  appointed,  which  is  a  new  motion. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  is  still  of  the  opinion 
that  the  amendment  is  out  of  order. 

Alderman  Power — We  have  non-concurred,  and 
I  make  a  new  motion  that  a  committee  of  sixteen 
be  appointed  to  carry  out  the  celebration  of  the 
Seventeenth  of  June. 

The  Chairmiin — The  question  before  the  Board 
is  on  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  by  which  we  re- 
fused to  concur. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  rather  hope  the  reconsid- 
eration will  prevail.  The  Board  will  remember 
that  in  my  remarks  last  week  I  expressed  a  strong 
belief  in  a  small  committee ;  but  we  ate  drawing 
so  very  near  the  occasion  that  I  think  we  should 
sacrifice  our  preference  to  the  imperative  neces- 
sities of  the  case.  We  should  io  something  at 
once,  and  scop  this  game  of  sending  this  order 
back  and  forth  between  the  two  branches.  The 
committee  should  go  to  work  at  once. 

Alderman  Power  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  reconsi aeration,  and  it  was  carried — yeas  7, 
nays  5: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Clark,  Harris,  O'Brien,  Pope, 
Prescott,  Qui-cy,  Worthington— 7. 

Nays — Aldermen  Bigelow ,  Burrage,  Power,  Steb- 
bius,  Viles— 5. 

Alderman  Worthington  moved  the  Board  con- 
cur and  add  five  Aldermen  to  the  committee. 

Alderman  Prescott — i  understand  that  the  or- 
der as  amended  by  the  Common  Council  makes 
the  committee  consist  of  eight  members  from 
wards  not  now  represented,  with  the  present 
members  of  the  committee,  making  twelve  mem- 
bers from  the  other  branch. 

Alderman  Worthington — Do  you  not  discharge 
the  present  committee  and  appoint  a  new  one  ? 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  City  Council  have 
concurred  in  the  order  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the 
appointment  of  the  original  committee  having  it 
in  charge.  The  committee  is  fixed  so  far  as  those 
members  are  concerned,  and  now  the  question 
comes  whether  there  shail  be  any  addition  to  the 
three  Councilmen  and  two  Aldermen. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  do  not  so  understand 
the  amendment  offered  by  Alderman  Power.  He 
proposes  a  new  committee,  so  many  Aldermen 
and  so  many  Councilmen,  which  seems  to  me  to 
relieve  the  otber  commute-.  The  object  I  have 
is  to  finish  this  up  today.  If  we  pass  the  amend- 
ment of  Alderm  m  Power,  it  must  be  sent  back  to 
the  Council,  and  that  will  keep  it  a  week  longer. 
We  ought  to  pass   it   today,  and  have  the  chief 
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marshal  appointed  and  let  him  commence  busi- 
ness. 

Alderman  Prescott— Does  the  AInerman  from 
Ward  8  mean  that  the  committee  as  now  consti- 
tuted can  go  on  and  prepare  for  the  celebration 
of  the  Seventeenth  of  June,  and  that  this  ques- 
tion is  simply  an  addition  to  the  committee?  If 
so,  it  is  a  novel  state  of  things:  hut  tuat  is  what  I 
understand  is  represented  by  the  gf  ntlemau  from 
"Ward  8. 

Alderman  Stebbins— So  much  of  the  order  as 
relates  to  tne  old  committee  and  his  Hooor  the 
Mayor,  the  Cbaiunan  of  this  Bond,  ana  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  Council  has  been  passed  in  concur- 
rence. The  point  oi  disagreement  is  the  proposed 
enlargement  of  the  committee. 

Alderman  Barrage— The  order  is  attached  to 
the  report,  and  is  inseparably  connected  with  the 
appropriation. 

Alderman  Quincy — It  is  very  evident  that  there 
is  no  appropriation  for  tne  committee  to  go  on 
with  uDtil  the  two  branches  coDCur  upon  a  com- 
mittee. Nothing  has  been  passed  yet.  The  order 
has  been  amended  and  sent  back  to  us,  and  the 
question  is  on  concurrence  in  the  amendment. 
Nothing  will  be  passed  until  we  agree  upon  a  com- 
mittee. Although  I  don't  believe  in  large  com- 
mittees, I  think  there  is  an  imperative  necessity 
for  action,  arid  I  hope  we  shall  concur  with  the 
other  branch. ' 

The  Chairman — The  whole  subject— the  appro- 
priation and  the  appointment  of  the  committee — 
is  in  the  hands  of  the  Board. 

Alderman  Bigelow — How  many  will  this  com- 
mittee consist  of  if  these  amendments  are  passed? 
I  fail  to  see  how  the  committee  will  stand.  If  I 
understand  it,  the  Council  propose  to  add  eight  of 
their  number,  and  we  pronose  to  add  five  or  three. 
How  many  will  the  committee  consist  of? 

Alderman  Harris — That  would  make  twenty- 
one. 

The  Chairman— It  is  undoubtedly  the  intention 
of  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12,  by  adding  five 
Aldermen  and  eight  Councilmen,  to'|have  the  com- 
mittee consist  of  sixteen. 

Alderman  Quincy — I  rather  hope  the  amend- 
ment will  not  pass,  because  it  seems  to  me,  whether 
a  new  committee  is  appointed  or  not,  or  whether 
the  old  committee  is  included,  it  will  have  to  go 
back  to  the  Council,  and  even  if  they  concur,  sev- 
eral days  will  have  elapsed.  The  simpler  method 
will  be  to  concur  with  the  other  branch,  and  then 
we  shall  have  nailed  the  thing  at  ones,  and  pre- 
parations can  begin. 

The  Chairman — The  Chair  would  state  that  in 
his  opinion  the  amendment  as  ze^d  would  add 
thirteen  more  to  the  original  committee. 

Alderman  Power — I  understand  that  would  be 
the  effect  if  we  concur.  My  intention  was  to  have 
the  committee  consist  of  a,  smaller  number  than 
the  Council  seem  to  desire,  and  so  when  we  voted 
to  non-concur  I  offered  the  amendment.  My  de- 
sire would  be  to  reduce  the  number  to  five,  and  if 
an  amendment  is  in  order,  and  move  to  add  eight 
moie  to  'his  committee,  five  from  the  Common 
Council  and  three  from  this  Board.  If  it  remains 
as  it  is  there  are  eight  more  Councilmen  to  be 
added  and  five  from  this  Board. 

Alderman  Bigelow — If  the  amendment  of  the 
Alderman  from  Ward  12  is  passed  we  shall  non- 
concur. 

Alderman  Worthington — If  my  motion  is  passed, 
we  shall  concur,  aud  if  his  amendment  is  passed, 
we  shall  non-concur. 

Alderman  Quincy— The  question,  I  take  it,  be- 
fore the  Board  now  is  on  concurrence.  We  have 
reconsidered  the  vote  by  ^hioh  we  non-concurred, 
and  we  have  now  to  decide  whether  to  concur  or 
non-concur  in  the  amendment. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  understands  that  the 
motion  of  Alderman  Power  is  to  concur,  with  the 
amendment  which  he  proposes. 

Aloeiman  Worthington— I  want  the  Board  to 
understand  that  if  we  pass  any  such  vote  as  that 
it  will  go  back  to  the  Council.  If  you  pass  the 
motion  I  made  we  shall  concur  and  then  we  shall 
have  the  right  to  add  five  Aldermen  and  they  will 
add  eight  Councilman. 

The  Chairman— The  question  is  upon  Alderman 
Power's  motion  that  the  Board  concur  with  an 
amendment  providing  for  three  additional  mem- 
bers from  the  Board  and  five  from  the  Common 
Council. 

Alderman  Worthington  —  Is  that  in  concur- 
rence ?    My  point  is  that  it  is  not  in  concurrence. 

The  Chairman— It  would  be  in  concurrence  in 
the  passage  ef  the  order  with  the  amendment 
proposed,  and  it  will  have  to  go  to  the  Council 


for  concurrence.  It  will  have  to  go  to  the  Coun- 
cil again  for  the  committee  to  be  appointed,  in 
any  event,  even  if  we  pass  th°  motion  of  the 
Alderman  from  the  Highland  District. 

Tne  amendment  of  Alderman  Power  was  lost. 

Alderman  Worthington  renewed  the  motion  to 
concur,  aud  it  was  lost. 

Alderman  Stebbins— Of  course  it  wdl  be  desira- 
ble far  both  branches  of  tha  City  Council  to  come 
into  harmony  on  Thursday  evening,  and  I  would 
move  that  when  the  Board  adjourn  it  be  to  Thurs- 
day evening  at  eight  o'clock. 

The  motion  prevaded. 

LOCATION  ACCEPTED. 

A  communication   wa°  received  from  the  Mid 
dlesex  Railroad  Company  accepting  the  location 

§  ranted  by  this   Board  for   a   turnout  track  near 
ornerville  line.    Placed  on  flip. 

COMMUNICATIONS  FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

School  Committee.  Request  for  a  convention  on 
Tuesday,  May  11,  at  7y2  o'clock  P.  M.,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  filling  a  vacancy  in  said  board,  caused  by 
the  resignation  of  Frederick  P.  Moseley  of  Ward 
16.    The  Boa'  d  concurred. 

Requests  for  the  gradi;  g  and  paving  of  Everett 

Primary  Schoolhouse  lot  and  the  Harvard  Giam- 

'  mar  (Brighton)  School  lot;  and  the  paving  of  the 

Phillips-street  Primary  School  yard.    Referred  to 

Joint  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 

Sealers  of  Weights  and  Measures.  Nominations 
of  John  D.  Reed  as  assistant  for  the  I  orthern 
District,  Daniel  Hunt  for  the  Southern  District. 
Confirmed. 

City  Clerk.  Quarterly  report  for  April  30— Re- 
ceived for  lecording  mortgages,  $897.45;  for 
licenses  of  billiard  saloons.  $427;  auctioneers' 
licenses,  $36;  for  intelligence  offices,  $16— total, 
$1376.45.     Sent  down. 

Superintendent  of  North  Scales.  Quarterly  re- 
port for  May  1— Receints,  $697.20;  paid  into  treas- 
ury, $245.81.    Sent  down. 

Police  Charitable  Fund.  The  Trustees  of  the 
Police  Charitable  Fund  repoited  that  since  1870 
.  the  receipts  of  fees  from  the  City  Treasurer  to 
constitute  the  chaiitable  trust  fund  were  $46,000, 
and  from  other  sources  $7300.39,  a  total  of 
$53,300.39.  Of  this  amount  $46,000  had  been  in- 
vested in  city  bonds,  $341.50  had  been  paid  to 
beneficiaries,  and  $6958.89  is  the  balance  belong- 
ing to  the  income.  There  are  at  the  present  time 
eight  beneficial ies  of  the  fund  and  it  is  probable 
that  the  number  will  be  largely  increased,  com- 
pared with  the  past,  as  the  police  force  now  num- 
bers 700,  while  at  the  time  the  fund  was  created, 
June  17, 1870,  it  numbered  bu c  500.  The  five  years, 
during  which  the  ordinance  creating  this  board 
provides- that  fees  received  by  the  police  officers 
as  witnesses  and  paid  by  them  into  the  city  treas- 
ury, shall  be  kept  as  a  separate  fund,  will  expire 
June  17, 1875.    Sent  down. 

PETITION  FOE  STEAM  ENGINE. 

A  petition  was  received  from  E.  P.  Cutter  & 
Co.  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  engine  of 
thirty-five  horse  power  at  corner  of  Culvert  and 
Hampshire  street.  An  order  of  notice  was  passed 
for  a  hearing  thereon  on  Monday,  May  24,  at  four 
o'clock  P.  M. 

LAND    DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Streets,  on  the  part  of  the 
Board : 

Order  to  pav  He^ry  Lear  $7585,  for  land  taken, 
etc.,  m  laying  out  Thonidike  stieet  by  an  order  of 
Sept.  8, 1874;  to  be  charged  to  the  Northampton 
street  District  Loan. 

Re<id  once. 

Oidersto  pay  Henrietta  Goldsmith  $1965,  for 
land  taken,  etc.,  by  widening  of  Tremout  street, 
by  an  order  of  the  Street  Commissioners  passed 
this  day;  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Widening  Streets. 

Read  once. 

Order  to  pay  Sarah  H.  Draper  $1603.96,  for  land 
taken  in  name  of  the  heirs  of  Abijah  W.  Draper, 
by  extension  of  Corey  street  to  Park  street,  by  an 
order  of  Dec.  12, 1874;  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Widening  Streets. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
submitted  the  following: 

Reports  with  oiders  of  notice  for  hearings  on 
Monday  next  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  to  all  parties 
objecting,  on  the  expediency  of  constructing  com- 
mon sewers  as  follows :  In  Cherry  street,  Roxbury ; 
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in  Alaska  street;  in  Commerce  street,  near  Atlan- 
tic avenue.    Orders  severally  passed. 

Order  directing-  the  Superintendent  of  Severs  to 
construct  a  common  sewer  in  Wall  street,  Charles- 
town,  and  reporr  a  schedule  of  the  expense  There- 
of to  this  Board.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

BEQUEST  TO   OITY   HOSPITAL. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
the  City  Hospical,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
Mayor's  communication  relative  to  the  bequest  of 
$200  by  Mary  L.  Shaw  m  the  city  for  the  purchase 
of  flowers,  etc.,  for  the  patients  at  the  City  Hospi- 
tal, submitted  a  report  recommending  the  passage 
of  ohe  following: 

Ordered,  Tnat  his  Honor  the  Mayoi  he  request- 
ed to  make  a  suitable  acknowledgment  to  the  ex- 
ecutors of  the  will  of  Mary  L.  Shaw  of  the  receipt 
of  the  generous  bequest  made  by  the  testatrix  for 
the  use  and  comfort  of  the  patients  in  the  City 
Hospical. 

Ordered,  That  she  bequest  of  Mary  L.  Shaw  be 
accepted  and  the  amount  invested  in  Boston  six 
per  cent,  bonds  and  deposited  in  the  Auditor's 
office ;  f>nd  that  the  Trustees  ot  the  City  Hospital 
be  authorized  to  collect  the  interest  on  said  bonds 
semi-annually,  and  expend  the  same  in  accord- 
ance with  the  terms  of  the  bequest. 

Severally  passed.    Sent  down. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  as  follows: 

Minors'  Applications  Granted — One  bootblack, 
thirty-eight  newsboys. 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted— P.  T.  Barnum, 
to  exhibit  his  Roman  Hippodrome  on  the  Back 
Bay  lands  for  two  weeks  in  the  month  of  May; 
"Warren-street  Chapel  Association,  to  hold  a  festi- 
val at  Music  Hall  on  May  5;  H.  W.  Derby,  to  ex- 
hibit a  painting  at  Horticultural  Hall;  Cameron's 
Oriental  Circus,  to  give  exhibitions  io  suburban 
wards  of  Boston  in  the  month  of  May. 

"Wagon  Licenses  Granted— Samuel  Boxbaurn, 
105  Pleasant  street:  Alfred  Ashley,  Cuoard  wharf; 
Harrison  IX  Hobos,  164  South  Market  street; 
George  C.  Dailey,  Atlantic  avenue  and  South 
Market  street;  Thomas  O'Brien,  1292  Tremont 
street. 

Billiard  Licenses  Granted— G.  A.  Morse,  2  Bow 
street;  J.  J.  Murphy,  15  Court  street. 

Billiard  License  Refused  —  G.  H.  A.  Ball,  55 
Merrimac  street. 

Dealers  in  Second  Hand  Articles  Licensed- 
Patrick  D.  Murphy,  56  Cove  street;  GeoigeW. 
Watson,  56  Howard  street. 

Pawnbroker  Licensed— Herman  Frankenstein, 
232  Broadway. 

Auctioneer's  License  Renewed — Jesse  L.  Nason 
&  Co.,  21  School  stieot. 

Auctioneer's  License  Granted — Moses  H.  Lib- 
bey,  124  Broadway. 

Amusement  License  Refused — Samuel  Davie- 
son,  to  open  Museum  of  Natural  History  at  542 
"Washington  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

PERMITS  TO   ERECT  WOODEN  BUILDINGS. 

Alderman  Pope  submitted  reports  from  tne 
Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Building?,  severally  recommending  the  passage 
of  orders  authorizing  the  granting  of  permits  to 
erect  wooden  buildings  as  follows:  Eben  Oliver 
(to  enlarge),  37  Monmouth  street;  Boston  &  Al- 
bany Railroal  Co.,(Giand  Junction  wharf,  Ward 
1;  S.  H.  Munson,  near  Rogers  avenue,  Ward  15; 
Thomas  L.  Bean,  Hitringer  s  wha'f.  Orders  sev- 
erally read  twice  and  passed. 

Also  report  recommend'ng  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  John  Wattendort,  for  leave  to  extend 
a  wooden  building  at  100  D  street  to  a  size  exceed- 
ing the  legal  limits.    Accepted. 

Severally  sent  down. 

PERMITS  FOR  STABLES. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  re- 
ports recommending  the  granting,  on  the  usual 
conditions,  ol  the  following  petitions  for  permits 
to  occupy  stables:  Smith  Richards,  Austin  street, 
79  and  81,  Ward  20;  H.  V.  Hayward,  lot  corner  of 
Whea'land  avenue,  Ward  16;  Joseph  P.  Shaw, 
Brookline  avenue,  Jamaica  Plain;  M.  Judd,  127 
Merrimac  street;  Daniel  Roddam,  133  and  135  Mer- 
rimac street;  James  Jellison,  between  6  and  12 
Pitts  street,  provided  manure  pit,  ventilation,  etc., 
shall  be  made  satisfactory  to  the  Superintendent 
of  Health.    Severally  accepted. 


PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS. 

Alderman  Quincy,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  who  were  instructed  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  providing  by  ordinance  for  certain 
changes  hi  the  ordinance  relating  to  the  election 
or  repairs  of  buildlijgs  for  public  mstitutioas,  sub- 
mitted a  report  recommending  the  passage  of  the 
following: 

An  Ordinance 
To  amend  an  ordinance  in  relation  to  the  pubHc 
Institutions:  • 

Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1 — The  ordinance  in  relation  to  the  pub- 
lic institutions  is  hereby  amended  by  adding  to 
the  seventh  se>  tion  the  following  words: 

"The  Board  shall,  in  the  t-rection,  alteration  or 
repair  of  buildio^s,  be  subject  to  the  same 
provisions  concerning  plans,  specifications  and 
proposals  to  which  the  Committse  on  Public 
Buildings  are  now  subject  by  ordinance." 

Read  once. 

AUDITOR'S    ANNUAL  REPORT. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  annual  report  of  the  Auaitor 
of  Accounts  for  the  financial  year  1874-75  be  sub- 
mitted in  punt,  and  that  5500  copies  thereof  be 
printed;  that  3800  copies  be  retained  in  the  cus- 
tody of  the  Auditor  at  City  Hall,  for  distribution, 
and  that  the  remainder  be  placed  in  the  several 
police  station  houses,  also  for  distribution;  and 
further,  that  public  advertisement  be  made  of  the 
fact  in  the  newspapers  that  such  reports  have 
been  placed  in  the  Auditor's  Office,  City  Hall, and 
in  tbe  several  police  station  houses,  tor  distribu- 
tion, where  tire  citizens  may  obtain  them  on  ap- 
plication. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

TREASURER  AND  COLLECTOR. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  chapter  176  of  the  acts  of  the 
year  1875,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  city  cf  Boston,  and  to  establish  the 
office  of  Collector  of  Taxes  for  said  city,"  be  and 
the  same  is  hereby  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Salaries  be  re- 
quested to  report  a  order  establishing  the  salary 
for  the  office  of  Collector  of  Taxes,  and  the  al- 
lowance for  clerk  hire  in  said  office  and  tbe  office 
of  the  City  Treasurer. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Treasury 
Department  be  requested  to  nominate  a  suitable 
candidate  for  the  office  of  Collector  of  Taxes. 

Severally  read  once. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  reports  and  orders 
from  the  Committee  on  Paving  as  follows: 

Report  with  order  of  notice  for  a  hearing  on 
Monday,  May  24,  at  4  P.  M.,  on  petition  of  Metro- 
politan Railroad  Company  for  a  double  track  on 
Columbus  aveaue  from  Berkeley  street  to  Park 
square.    Order  passed. 

Report  with  order  of  notice  for  a  hearing  on  Mon- 
day, May  24,  at  4  P.  M,,  on  petition  of  Metropoli- 
tan Railroad  Company,  for  a  turnout  on  Tremotit 
street,  near  Hillside  avenue.    Order  passed. 

Report  with  order  of  notice  for  a  hearing  on 
Monday,  May  31,  1875,  on  petition  of  Boston  & 
Northwestern  Railroad  Company  for  approval  of 
the  location  of  a  route  in  this  city.  A  map  of  the  lo- 
cation will  be  exhibited  and  all  parties  interested 
may  be  heard.    Order  passed. 

Reports  recommending  the  granting  of  the  fol- 
.  lowing  petitions  for  leave  to  move  wooden  build- 
ings :  S.  &  D.  Richards,  from  Church  court  to  396 
Bunker  Hill  street;  John  Cavanagh,  from  Brown 
aveoue  to  unnamed  street,  corner  Pine  stieet; 
Joseph  H.Beal,  from  School  street  to  Whitfield 
street,  Ward  16.    Severally  accepted. 

Report  recommending  that  a  permit  be  granted 
to  Howland,  Luce  &Co.,to  maintain  a  hoisting- 
beam,  etc,  on  Albany  street,  at  corner  of  Genesee 
street,  on  the  usual  conditions.    Accepted. 

Orders  directing  the  Superintendent  of  Streets 
to  pave  the  sidewalk  with  brick  in  front  of  estate 
of  W.  P.  Cross,  22  Mercer  street;  and  to  furnish 
and  set  tbe  edgestones  and  pave  the  sidewalk  with 
brick  in  front  of  estate  of  Catherine  McCully, 
Brighton  avenue.    Severally  read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief  of  Police  be  directed  to 
close  North  Margin  street,  between  North  Mar- 
gin-street court  and  Lafayette  avenue,  against 
public  tiaTtl  for  the  tetm  of  sixty  days  from  the 
passage  of  this  order. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief  of  Police  be  directed  to 
close  Pleasant  street,  between  Warren  and  Main 
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streets,  Charlestown,  against  the  passage  of  ve- 
hicles during  the  removal  of  the  buildings  for  the 
widening  of  said  street. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  to  construct  a 
temporary  track  on  Boylston  sire-et,  between  Clar- 
endon and  Dartmouth  streets,  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  visitors  to  Barnum's  Hippodrome,  upon 
condition  that  said  track  shall  be  removed  within 
five  days  after  the  closing  of  the 'exmbirion,  or 
soiner",  if  this  Board  shall  so  direct. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  pay  the  hens  of  E.  L.  Pennitnan 
$3500,  f)r  damages  to  estate  10  and  12  Central 
street,  caused  Dygchanging  the  grade  of  Central 
street;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  Burnt 
District  Loan.    Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  Walden  street  as  laid  out  by 
the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  from  Heath 
to  Centre  street.    Estimated  cost,  $2000. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  Thit  th«  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  remove  the  wooden  pavement  in  Court 
street  and  replace  the  same  with  small  granite 
blocks.    Estimated  co^t,  $3500. 

Read  twice  and  passed . 

REPAIRS  ON  PRISON  POINT  BRIDGE. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on 
Bridges,  submitted  toe  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  be  au- 
thorized to  make  lepairs  on  Prison  Point  Bridge, 
at  an  estimated  expense  of  $1000;  *aid  sum  to  be 
chargfd  to  the  appropriation  for  Bridges. 

Read  twi<  e  and  passed. 

Ordered.  That  Prisou  Point  Bridge  between 
Charlestown  and  Cambridge  be  closed  to  public 
travel  on  Tuesday,  May  4,  and  remain  closed  until 
certain  repairs  are  completed. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

STREET-SWEEPING  MACHINES. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington,  the  Board 
took  from  the  table  the  motion  by  Alderman 
Power  to  reconsider  the  order  for  purchase  of 
eight  street-sweeping  machines  at  a  cost  of  $490 
each,  for  use  in  the  Health  Department. 

Alderman  Worthington  hoped  the  Board  would 
adhere  to  the  vote  previously  passed. 

Alderman  Power  said  he  was  on  the  Committee 
on  Health  last  year,  and  he  had  made  up  his  mind 
that  it  was  a  pi  etty  good  business  to  make  those 
machines  for  $300  apiece,  and  if  the  Board  would 
place  the  price  at  thai  sum  he  had  no  doubt  they 
would  get  ihe  machines,  as  some  of  them  are 
alieady  made  and  in  use  on  the  streets,  though 
he  made  the  motion  in  good  faith,  and  not  to  take 
advantage  of  that.  A  competent  judge  had  ex- 
amined the  machines,  and  thinks  $300  a  good 
price.  If  the  reconsideration  prevails,  he 
would  move  to  amend  by  making  the  price  $300. 
When  the  matter  first  came  up,  two  machines  were 
tried,  one  English  and  the  other  American,  there 
being  very  little  difference  between  them  and  it 
being  evident  the  second  one  made  stole  pi  etty 
mucn  all  of  it  from  the  other.  La«t  year  the  com- 
mittee voted  to  buy  the  American  machine,  the 
broom  of  which  is  the  handier;  but  otherwise  there 
is  not  $10  difference  in  the  work.  They  had 
given  the  American  machine  the  preference  more 
because  it  was  American,  and  he  would  prefer  to 
do  so  now  if  all  things  were  equal.  The  owner 
bad  spent  time  and  money  exhibiting  it  about  the 
city,  and  the  committee  naid  $500  apiece  for  them. 
But  $400  is  enough  for  them  now,  and  if  the  Board 
fixes  the  orice  at  that  they  will  get  them. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  Alderman  Powei 
four  weeks  ago  promised  to  get  them  for  $300,  but 
he  had  not  communicated  with  the  Committee  on 
Health.  The  Superintends. t  desired  the  machines 
very  much,  and  the  inventor  had  manufactured 
four  of  them  on  the  strength  of  a  vote  of  the  com- 
mittee last  winter  that  they  would  give  him  $400 
apiece  for  them.  Alderman  Power  had  talked 
with  Mr.  Kenaa'l,  whom  they  all  know,  and  Mr. 
Kendall  had  told  the  speaker  that  if  the  price  was 
$500  he  should  like  to  bid  for  a  less  price,  but 
he  said  he  would  not  accent  $300.  The  inventor 
has  a  patent  and  is  entitled  to  something  for 
the  work  of  his  brain.  The  American  machine  is 
much  the  better  of  the  two;  the  broom  is  spiral, 
more  easily  detached  and  attached  ;  the  Superin- 
tendent has  tried  both  and  strongly  favors  it. 
The  inventor  says  $400  is  the  least  hie  can  make 
them  for.  The  Superintendent  thinks  that  they 
will  be  of  great  benefit   to   the   city.    The  price 


($400)  had  been  secured  after  six  months  of  nego- 
tiations with  the  inventor. 

Alderman  Harris — How  long  will  they  last? 

Alderman  Worthington  didn't  know,  but  they 
uould  last  several  years,  at  least.  The  brooms 
wear  ous  in  several  months,  but  can  be  replaced. 
In  New  York,  they  say  one  machine  will  do  the 
work  of  sixty  men;  our  Superintendent  thiiiks  it 
will  do  the  work  of  twenty  men. 

Alderman  Power  did  nt  know  what  the  Board 
knew  of  Mr.  Kendall;  but  be  represented  the 
English  machine  and  had  said  that  he  had  not 
bad  the  first  opportunity  to  sell  his  ma- 
chine. It  the  city  can  obtaiu  these  ma- 
chines for  $300,  it  should  not  pay  $400.  A 
good  man,  accustomed  to  the  work,  says 
they  can  be  profitably  made  for  $300.  The  maker 
had  told  the  Alderman  that  his  only  pretext  for 
asking  $400  is  that  they  cost  more  than  they  ehould 
on  account  of  the  ignor?nce  of  those  who  made 
them.  Th>^  owner  did  n't  pretend  to  say  they 
could  n't  be  made  for  $300  at  a  profit.  The  ma- 
chines are  made  and  are  in  the  str°ets,  and  can  be 
had  for  $300  just  as  well  as  $400.  The  owner  could 
well  afford  to  sell  them  fc  r  $200  on  account  o(  the 
advertisement  trat  their  adoption  by  the  city  of 
Boston  would  be  for  bun. 

Alderman  Worthington  did  n't  know  what  the 
owner  might  do  if  compelled,  but  he  did  n't  be- 
lieve the  city  of  BostoD  desired  t3  purchase  them 
at  tne  5  ctual  cost,  which  he  ghad  no  aoubt  was 
$400.  No  doubt  they  could  be  obtained  for  $300 
apiece  if  fifty  were  ordered  ;  but  the  man  eould 
not  contract  for  four  at  that  price.  Should  a  man 
be  crowded  and  allowed  nothing  for  his  brain 
work?  That  is  not  the  way  the  AlderBQan  from 
Ward  12  does. 

Alderman  Harris — Do  you  require  eight  of 
them? 

Alderman  Worthington— We  could  use  twenty 
of  them  to  good  advantage. 

Alderman  Burrage — How  many  are  in  operation 
now? 

Alderman  Worthington— Two  are  in  operation 
now,  and  he  has  had  four  built. 

Alderman  Burrage — Are  those  four  a  part  of  the 
eight? 

Alderman  Worthington— Those  four  are  a  part 
of  the  eight  we  propose  to  buy. 

Alderman  Power  said  one  other  thing  should  be 
looked  at,  though  he  did  n't  mention  it  to  defeat 
the  otder.  He  had  a  patent  of  the  English  ma- 
chine, and  any  gentleman  may  see  that  the  only 
difference  is  in  the  broom.'  The  owneis  of  the 
English  machine  claim  that  the  American  ma- 
chine is  an  infringement.  It  would  be  prudent 
for  the  city  to  look  into  that  matter  before  pur- 
chasing. 

Alderman  Harns— Is  n't  the  American  machine 
patented  ? 

Alderman  Power — I  have  examined  the  papers 
and  be  claims  to  have  a  patent.  The  principle 
of  the  two  machines  is  the  same  except  the 
broom.  The  Board  should  have  some  advice  be- 
fore spending  so  much  money  in  buying  any  ma- 
chines. 

Alderman  Worthiogton  said  this  was  the  first 
lie  had  heard  of  any  contention  in  regard  to  the 
patent.  The  essential  part  of  the  American  ma- 
chine is  the  spiral  broom  ;  the  other  part  had  been 
in  use  with  twohotses  for  several  years.  The  in- 
ventor had  been  hard  at  work  adapting  it  for  one 
horse.  Mr.  Kendall  is  a  mere  figurehead  here 
and  doa't  amount  to  auythiug  and  the  owner  of 
the  English  machine  probably  would  n't  allow 
him  to  take  the  money. 

Alderman  Power  produced  the  letters  patent  of 
the  English  machine  belonging  to  Mr.  Smith  of 
Bardcastle,  Eng.,  dated  July  29,  1873.  He  had 
nothing  to  say  about  Mr.  Kendall,  but  he  repre- 
sents the  owners  of  the  English  machine.  The 
committee  simply  desire  to  give  the  preference  to 
the  American  machine. 

Alderman  Burrage — Is  the  English  machine  se- 
cured by  letters  patent  in  the  United  States? 

Alderman  Power— This  document  has  the  Unit- 
ed States  Patent  Office  seal,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
it  is  official. 

Alderman  Blgelow— Did  the  party  ever  offer  to 
manufacture  the  English  machine  for  $300? 

Alderman  Power— He  did  n't  have  the  opportu- 
nity to  make  a  proposition,  but  he  gave  me  reason 
to  infer  that  he  would  furnish  tbem  for  $300.  Be- 
fore spending  this  money  the  City  Solicitor  should 
asceitaio  if  we  are  liable  for  infringement. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  the  paper  referied 
to  by  Alderman  Power  was  dated  London,  1873, 
but  the  principle  of  the  machine  has  been  in  use 
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bere  with  two  horses  since   1871  or  1872.      So  if 
either  is  an  infringement  it  is  the  English  ma- 
chine. 
The  Board  refused  to  reconsider. 

VEGETABLE    MAEKET. 

Alderman  Prescott,  for  the  Committee  on  Mar- 
ket, submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Aldermen  be  au- 
thorized to  establish  a  market  for  the  sale  of  pro- 
visions and  perishable  produce  on  the  lands 
owned  by  the  Mercantile  Wharf  Corporation,  sit- 
uated and  lying  between  Atlantic  avenue  and 
Mercantile  street,  containing  80,000  square  feet, 
«aore  or  less,  with  authority  to  make  regulations 
for  the  control  and  management  thereof,  to  the 
same  extent  that  said  Board  is  now  authorized 
by  ordinance  to  make  regulations  concerning 
Faneuil  Hall  Market;  provided,  that  sard  Merean- 
tile  Wharf  Corporation  will  [give  the  city  a  lease 
of  said  lands,  free  of  rent,  for  a  period  of  two 
years  from  the  first  day  of  May,  1875,  and  will 
agree  to  pay  the  taxes  assessed  thereon  by  the 
cityduiii.g  the  term  of  said  lease;  and  will  also 
give  a  bond  to  convey  the  said  lands  to  the  city  at 
any  time  within  one  year  from  the  first  day  of 
May,  1875,  for  the  sum  of  $4.75  per  square  foot, 
and  a  proportional  part  of  the  taxes  for  the  unex- 
pired term  of  the  bond.  And  the  Mayor  is  hereby 
authorized  in  behalf  of  the  city  to '  execute  the 
said  lease  from  the  Mercantile  Whaif  Corporation. 

AldermanPrescort— In  explanation  of  the  order, 
I  would  say  that  it  is  similar  to  the  one  passed 
last  Monday  authorizing  the  Committee  on  Mar- 
kets to  establish  a  vegetable  market  on  Mercan- 
tile wharf.  After  further  consideration  the  com- 
mittee find  that  the  matter  requires  the  concur- 
rence of  both  branches  in  an  order  authorizing 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  establish  this  market. 
The  statutes  and  ordinances  give  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  control  over  Faneuil  Hall  and  Quincy 
markets,  but  as  this  is  outsiie  of  those  limits  it 
requires  an  order  of  the  City  Couocil  authorizing; 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  tstablish  a  market 
at  this  place.  That  is  the  reason  why  this  order  is 
introduced.  It  is  similar  to  the  order  passed  last 
Monday.  I  move  that  the  order  take  its  second 
reading. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time. 

Alderman  Burrage — Have  the  committee  ascer- 
tained what  the  India  Wharf  Corporation  will  bond 
their  land  for  m  the  same  way  that  the  Mercan- 
tile Wharf  Company  are  willing  to  do? 

Alderman  Prescott— The  committee  did  not  ask 
the  price  that  they  would  bond  the  land  for.  Be- 
fore they  received  a  bond  or  a  price  for  the  Mer- 
cantile-wharf property  the  India  Wharf  Company 
entirely  withdrew  their  offer,  and  the  committee 
bad  no  further  dealings  with  them. 

Alderman  Burrage— Has  the  committee  any 
idea  what  the   India  Wharf  Company  would   sell 


their  land  for?  It  is  a  question  with  me  whether 
the  city  could  n't  make  a  better  bargain.  I  don't 
know  anything  about  it,  but  $4.75  a  foot  seems 
like  a  very  high  price.  It  is  a  very  large  lot  of 
land  and  the  committee  should  n't  act  too  quickly 
in  the  matter,  it  seems  to  me. 

Aldermen  Prescott— I  think  that  if  the  commit- 
tee nad  been  able  to  get  a  price  for  the  India- 
wharf  property,  it  would  have  been  at  a  consider- 
ably higher  figure  than  that  for  the  Mercantile- 
whaif  property.  The  taxes  on  the  India-wharf 
property  were  something  like  $6000,  which  at  a 
valuation  of  $15  on  the  thousand,  would  be  $400,- 
000  for  the  land,  as  taxed  last  year. 

Alderman  Burrage — About  $4  a  foot. 

Alderman  Prescott — Theie  are  something  less 
than  100,000  feet.  The  property  is  not  taxed  at  its 
full  price.  The  committee  considered  that  the 
Mercantile  wharf  property,  being  pome.  600  feet 
nearer  the  market  than  India  wharf,  was  a  much 
more  desirable  place. 

Alderman  Wortbington— When  this  subject  was 
heard  before  the  committee,  Mr.  Brown,  the 
manager  of  the  India  Wharf  Company,  came  be- 
fore them,  and  the  question  was  asked,  what 
authority  he  had  to  lease  it,  and  if  any 
vote  had  ever  been  passed,  and  he  said 
no  vote  had  been  passed,  but  he  had  the 
authority  by  being  manager  of  the  com- 
pany, and  he  bad  no  doubt  he  could  get  a  vote  for 
that  purpose.  Now  there  is  a  question  of  litiga- 
tion in  regard  to  the  India  wharf  property,  and  it 
is  the  opinion  of  good  lawyers  that  no  lease  or 
bond  could  be  given.  In  answer  to  a  question, 
Mr.  Brown  finally  said  that  one  of  the  principal 
stockholders  is  a  lady,  and  she  is  in  Europe;  and 
it  was  a  question  whether  he  could  give  a  legal 
bond  to  sell  the  India-wharf  property.at  this  time. 
Mr.  Brown  did  not  £eel  sure  he  could;  he  said  if 
he  did  that  they  would  back  him  up,  that  they 
did  n't  object  to  his  leasing  it  two  years  ago.  But 
he  did  not  assert  that  he  had  or  could  get  power 
to  lease  or  bond  the  land. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

Alderman  Prescott  moved  that  the  order  passed 
at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Board  authorizing  the 
Committee  on  Market  to  establish  a  vegetable 
market  on  the  Mercantile-wharf  property  be 
rescinded. 

In  reply  to  a  question  by  Alderman  Power,  Al- 
derman Prescott  explained  that  the  order  of  last 
week  was  passed  under  a  misapprehension  that 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  had  power  to  establish 
this  market,  but  the  ordinances  only  gave  them 
exclusive  control  of  Faneuil  Hall  and  Quincy 
markets.  The  same  mistake  was  made  two  vears 
ago,  when  the  vegetable  market  was  established 
on  the  India-wharf  property. 

The  motion  to  rescind  prevailed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Burrage,  the  Board  ad- 
journed, and  stood  adjourned  to  Thursday  even- 
ing next,  at  eight  o'clock. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MAY    5,    1875. 


Special  meeting,  called  'oy  his  Honor  tbe  Miyor 
at  12  o'clock  M.,  Alderman  Clark,  "Jhairman,  pre- 
siding. 

THE  LICENSE  COMMISSIONERS. 

The  following  was  received : 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council:  Gentlemen 
— Under  the  provisions  of  section  20,  chapter  99, 
of  tlie  acts  of  tbe  Legislature  for  1875,  entitled 
"An  act  to  regulate  the  sale  of  intoxicating  li- 
quors," I  hereby  appoint,  subject,  to  your  approval 
and  confirmation,  William  H.  Kent,  Henry  W. 
Pickering  and  Patrick  A.  Collins  to  be  License 
Commissioners  for  the  city  of  Boston,  until  Mav 
1, 1876.  Samuel  C.  Cobb, 

Mayor. 

The  nominations  were  confirmed.    Sent  down. 

JURORS    DRAWN. 

Six  petit  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  May  term  of 
the  United  States  District  Court. 

LOCATION    ACCEPTED. 

A  communication  wa?  received  from  the  South 
Boston  Railroad  Company,  giving  notice  of  their 
acceptance  of  the  location  granted  by  this  Board 
April  5. 

Placed  on  file. 

PETITIONS,  ETC.,  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  Copy  of  inquest 
of  Coroner  Foye  on  body  of  Thomas  S.  Johnson, 
who  died  aftei  his  reception  at  a  police  station  m 
this  city. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  Remonstrance 
of  John  T.  Morse,  Jr.,  el  al.,  against  tbe  location 
of  Bamum's  Hippodrome  on  end  of  Common- 
wealth avenue. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  National  Bank  of 
Brighton,  that  brick  sidewalk  be  laid  on  Chest- 
nut Hill  avenue,  at  their  piemises. 

Sidney  Squires  et  al.,  for  the  construction  of  a 
retaining  wall  at  tbe  end  of  Holyoke  street. 


Bernard  Jenney  et  al.,  that  the  city  defray  the 
expense  of  sprinkling  a  porno  a  of  First  street, 
west  of  E  street. 

Stephen  VV.  Mansfield  et  al.,  that  certain  poi- 
tion-of  Bovlston  and  Chestnut  streets,  Ward  17, 
be  sprinkled. 

PETITION  FOR  STEAM  ENGINE. 

Alderman  Power  presented  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam S.  Eaton,  for  leave  to  use  a  steam  engine  and 
boiler  at  Monk's  wharf,  South  Boston,  and  on  his 
motion  an  order  of  notice  was  issued  for  .',  hear- 
ing- thereon  on  May  17th,  instant. 

SEWER  IN  AMORY  AND    BOYLSTON  STREETS. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following,  from 
the  Committee  on  Sewers : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  necessaryfor  the  public  con- 
veni-  nee  tbac  a  p>ain  drain  or  common  sewer 
should  be  laid  between  Amory  and  Bovlsroa 
streets,  and  tor  tbat  purpose  it  is  ne.  essary  to 
take,  ii  said  city,  certain  parcels  of  land  belong- 
ing to  the  following  person?,  viz.: 

Amount  of    Damages 

Owners.  land  taken,   awarded. 

W.R.  Chester 1,660  sq.  ft.       $500 

J.  Amory  Codman 3,225       "       Nothing. 

C.  B.  Wilson,  P.  D.  Waller,  and  S. 

T.Crosby 2,900 

Willard  Q.  Pbillips 4,600 

Chas.  H.  Estabrook,  trustee 1,550       " 

Heirs  of  Elizabeth  Amory 4,800       "  " 

William  Merriam 6,700       "        $1,500 

GilmanPage 2,717       "         1,000 

And  whereas,  due  notice  has  been  given  of  the 
intention  of  this  Board  to  take  the  said  parcels  of 
land  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  as  appears  bv  the 
return  hereunto  annexed,  it  is  therefore 

Ordered,  That  the  parcels  of  land  before  de- 
scribed pbe  and  the  same  hereby  are  taken  for  the 
purpose  of  laying  a  main  drain'  or  common  sewer, 
according  to  a  plan  of  the  said  lar/d  called  "Plan 
of  Taking  for  a  Sewer  between  Boylston  and 
Amory  streets,"  dated  Apiil  20,  1875,  and  depos- 
ited in  the  office  of  tbe  Superintendent  of  Com- 
mon Sewers;  and  this  Board  doth  adjudge  the 
damages  from  said  taking  to  be  according  to  tbe 
above  schedule. 

Read  once. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington.  the  Board 
adjourned,  and  stands  adjourned  till  Thursday 
next  at  eight  o'clock  P.  M. 
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Adjourned  regular  meeting  at  eight  o'clock,  P. 
M.,  Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

PETITION  FOR  A  STEAM  ENGINE. 

A  petition  for  leave  to  erect  and  use  a  station- 
ary steam  engine  of  twenty  horse-power,  in  a 
building  owneo  by  Jonathan  Cottle,  at  127  Sum- 
mer street,  was  received,  aud  an  order  of  notice 
was  passed  for  a  hearing  to  all  parties  objecting, 
returnable  Monday,  May  24,  at  four  o'clock. 

PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Of  Augustus  B. 
Byram  et  al.,  that  Charles  street,  Charlestown, 
be  put  in  order. 

Of  "W.  H.  Clark  et  al.,  that  edgestones  be  set 
on  Lincoln  s'reet,  Charlestown. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings.  Robert  Treat  Paine,  Jr.,  for  leave  to 
erect  a  wooden  building  on  Culvert  street,  near 
Ruggles  street. 

Howard  ^nelling  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  erect  a 
wooden  building  in  rear  of  588  Albany  street. 

POLICE  CHARITABLE    FUND. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Chief 
of  Police  advising  the  continuance  of  the  Police 
Charitable  Fund. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Orders  to  pay  for  land  damages— HeDry  Lear, 
$7584,  Thorndike  street;  Henrietta  Goldsmith, 
$1964,  Tremont  street.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  "William  Gaston,  receiver,  $6000, 
for  damages  to  floating  dock  at  Litchfield's  wharf, 
on  account  of  encroachment  thereon  by  Fort  Hill 
wharf;  also  $6000  in  addition  thereto  on  comple- 
tion within  thirty  days  of  a  bulkhead  or  retaining 
wall  across  the  Litchfield  dock.  Laid  on  the  table, 
on  motion  of  Aideiman  PoT/er. 

Order  to  accent  chapter  176  of  the  acts  of  1875, 
relating  to  the  offices  of  City  Treasurer  and  City 
Collector.    Passeci  and  sent  down. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Salaries  to  report  an 
order  for  salary  of  Collector  of  Taxes  and  his 
cleiks.    Passed  and  sent  down. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Treasury  Department 
to  nominate  a  suitable  person  for  Collector  of 
Texas.    Passed  and  sent  down. 

Order  to  set  edgestones  upon  estate  of  Catherine 
McCulley  on  Brighton  avenue.    Passed. 

Order  to  lay  brick  sidewalk  on  estate  No.  22 
Mercer  street.    Passed. 

Report  and  ordinance  to  amend  ordinance  re- 
ating  to  Public  Institutions,  so  that  in  the  erec- 
tion, alteration,  or  repairs  of  buildings  the  direct- 
ors shall  be  subject  to  the  rule,  respecting  the 
issue  of  proposals  theretor,  which  now  governs 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings.  Laid  on  the 
table,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy,  who  de- 
sired to  hsve  a  consultation  with  Directors  for 
Public  Institutions. 

Order  to  take  certain  lands  for  the  construction 
of  a  sewer  in  Amory  andBoylston  streets.  Passed. 

NORTHAMPTON-STREET  DISTRICT. 

Alderman  Stebbins  submitted  an  order  for  the 
collection  of  assessment  upon  estate  of  Ezekiel 
Johnson  on  the  Northampton-street  District. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  resolve 
and  order  to  take  certain  estates  on  the  North- 
ampton-street district  surrendered  to  the  city  by 
the  owners  was  taken  from  the  table  and  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Northampton-street 
District. 

DIRECTOR  FOR  PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS. 

A  certificate  was  received  from  the  Common 
Council  of  the  election  of  Benjamin  Dean  as  a  Di- 
rector for  Public  Institutions,  in  non-concurrence 
with  the  election  of  S.  A.  Denio  by  this  Board. 

Oo  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  certificate 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

Later  in  the  session  the  following  proceedings 
occurred : 

Alderman  Power— I  move  a  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  whereby  the  election  of  a  Director  for 
Public  Institutions  was  laid  upon  the  table,  unless 


the  gentleman  opposite  has  some  good  reason  for 
allowing  it  to  remain  there. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  moved  to  lay  the  matter 
upon  the  table  for  the  reason  that  the  matter  h«is 
been  back  and  forth  between  the  two  blanches 
for  several  weeks,  ind  there  is  at  present  no  solu- 
tion of  the  matter.  It  is  aerfectly  safe  to  let  it 
lie  on  the  table,  and  possibly  a  candidate  can  be 
selected  who  will  be  satisfactory  to  both  branches. 
In  the  meantime  of  course  the  city  will  have  the 
benefit  of  the  sei  vices  of  Mr.  Denio,  who,  under 
the  ordinances,  is  to  remain  there  till  an  election 
takes  place. 

Alderman  "Worthington— I  hope  the  matter  will 
be  permitted  to  remain  on  tne  table.  I  am  not 
ready  to  vote  tonight,  aod  I  think  others  are  not. 

Alderman  Power— I  do  not  see  that  we  will  ever 
get  any  Director  of  Public  Institutions  unless  he 
is  elected.  I  don't  know  how  we  can  facilitate 
matters  by  laying  this  on  the  table.  It  must  be 
acted  upon  at  sometime,  I  presume,  and  the 
Board  are  just  as  ready  to  take  some  actios  upon 
it  now  as  at  any  other  time.  If  the  desire  is  to  lay 
it  on  the  table  simply  that  the  present  incumbent 
can  keep  the  office,why  I  suppose  if  the  majority  of 
this  Board,  who  have  voted  for  the  present  incum- 
bent, think  that  is  a  proper  and  fair  way  to  keep  a 
person  m  office,  they  can  do  if ;  but  I  do  not  think 
the  incumbent  himself  will  oe  satisfied  with  filling 
the  office  under  such  circumstances.  But  some 
other  method  than  the  one  proposed  by  the  Alder- 
man oppo  ite  must  be  pursued  to  settle  this  mat- 
ter, and  perhaps  it  might  as  well  beadpted  at  the 
present  time  as  at  any  other.  Evidently  the  Coun- 
cil means  to  adhere  to  its  election,  aod  the  only 
other  way  than  to  concur  with  the  Conncil  is  to 
appoint  a  committee  of  conference,  as  suggested, 
in  this  matter.  It  seems  to  me  that  is  a  proper 
course  to  pursue. 

The  question  was  taken  on  reconsideration,  and 
declared  lost. 

Alderman  Power  called  for  the  yeas  and  navs, 
which  were  called,  and  one  result  was  as  follows: 

Yeas— Alaermen  Clark,  Harris,  O'Brien,  Power 
and  Quincy— 5. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bi^elow,  Burrage,  Pope,  Pres- 
cott,  Stebbins,  Viles  and  "Worthington— 7. 

SEVENTEENTH  OF  JUNE. 

The  order  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  spe- 
cial committee  on  the  observance  of  the  Seven- 
teenth of  June,  came  up  from  the  Common  Coun- 
cil with  the  indorsement  that  the  Council  ad- 
hered to  its  vote  of  April  29th,  to  add  eight  mem- 
bers from  the  Council  to  the  original  committee. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  move  that  the  Board  non- 
concur in  the  amendment. 

Alderman  "Worthington — I  would  like  to  inquire 
if  that  was  the  vote  which  added  eight  of  the  oth- 
er board  ? 

The  Chairman — That  is  the  vote  whereby  the 
Council  voted  to  add  eight  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil, from  wards  which  were  not  represented,  fr>  the 
committee  previously  nominated. 

Alderman  Power — I  move  to  non-concur  in  the 
amendment— that  is,  to  return  it  to  the  other 
branch. 

Alderman  "Worthington— Will  you  add  to  that 
and  ask  for  a  committee  of  conference? 

Alderman  Stebbins— As  the  matter  originated 
here,  it  is  more  competent  for  ihem  to  ask  for  it,  as 
they  undoubtedly  will. 

The  Board  then  voted  to  non-concur  in  the 
amendment. 

Sent  down. 

The  Board  took  a  recess,  and  at  the  expiration 
thereof  the  order  came  down  with  the  following 
indorsement:  "The  Council  adheres  to  its  former 
vote,  and  Messrs.  Flynn,  Peabody  and  Train  have 
been  appointed  a  committee  to  confer  with  such 
committee  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  appoint 
on  the  matter  of  the  difference  between  the  two 
branches." 

The  Board  concurred  in  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  of  conference,  and  Aldermen  Burrage, 
Bigelo*?  and  Stebbins  were  appointed  on  the  part 
of  the  Board . 

A  recess  was  then  taken  till  the  committee  was 
ready  to  report. 

At  ten  minutes  before  ten  o'clock  the  commit- 
tee returned  and  Alderman  Burrage  presented  the 
following  report: 

The  cammittee  of  conference  appointed  by 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  on  the  subject  matter  of 
difference  between  the  two  branches  concerning 
the  appointment  of  a  joint  special  committee  to 
make  arrangements  for  the  celebration  of  the 
centennial  anniversary  of  the  Battle  of  Bunker 
Hill,  beg  leave  to  [report  that  they  have  conferred 


MAY      6,      1875. 


369 


with  a  like  committee  ot  the  Common  Council 
and  agreef  to  recommend  tbat  the  order  be 
amended  so  as  to  provide  for  an  enlargement  of 
the  committee  by  the  appoiutunent  of  two  addi- 
tional Aldermen  and  four  Councilman." 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  Board  reced- 
ed trom  feits  former  vote  and  Aldermen  Quincy 
and  Worthington  were  added  co  the  committee. 

Alderman  Worthington  asked  to  be  excused,  and 
Alderman  Burrage  was  appointed  in  his  stead. 

Alderman  Bun-aye  begged  leave  to  be  excused, 
and  Alderman  Power  was  appointed  in  his  place. 

Sent  down. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, reported  in  favor  of  a  renewal  of  the  auc- 
tioneer's license  of  Thomas  C.  Kennedy,  No.  6 
Winnirop  Block,  East  Boston.    Accepted. 

BOND  RELEASED. 

Alderman  Bigelow  offered  the  following: 
Ordered',  That  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to 
grant  a  release  on  the  bond  given  by  Alexander 
Dickson  as  collector  of  taxes  for  the  town  of  West 
Roxbujy,the  accounts  of  said  Dickson  having 
been  examined  and  found  to  be  correct. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Seat  down. 

EXTRA   CLERK  HIRE. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  fees  to  be  received  by  the 
City  Clerk  for  the  issue  and  record  of  licenses, 
under  the  niuety-ninth  chapter  of  the  aces  of 
1875,  be  paid  into  the  city  treasury  and 
that  lhere  be  allowed  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding $1200  per  annum  for  the  services  of  such 
assistant  clerks  as  may  be  requiied  under  said 
act,  said  amount  to  be  charged  to  the  reveoue 
derived  from  licenses. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  clown. 

BRIDGES. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on 
Bricges,  submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  be  au- 
thorized to  repair  "Warren  Bridge,  at  an  estimated 
expei.se  of  $2500;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Bridges. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  be  au- 
thorized to  repair  Chelsea  Bridge,  at  an  estimated 
expense  of  $500;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Bricges. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

SPRINKLING   UNPAVED   STREETS. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Paving,  etc., 
consider  and  report  upon  the  expediency  of  the 
city's  defraying  the  whole  or  a  portion  ot  the 
cost  of  sprinkling  the  unp&ved  streets  of  this  city. 

Alderman  Stebbias — I  move  to  amend  by  add- 
ing the  words,  "and  also  the  approximate  cost 
thereof." 

The  atneodment  was  accepted  and  the  order 
passed. 

barnum's  hippodrome. 

Aldermar  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  the  following : 

The  Committee  on  Licenses,  io  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  remonstiai  ce  of  John  r.  Morse,  Jr., 
and  others  against  the  location  of  Bancm't  Hip- 
pod  tome  ac  the  end  of  Common  wealth  avenue,  hav- 
ing he  rr)  the  parties  interested,  woakt  respectfully 
report  that  the  remonstrants  have  failed  to  ad- 
vance any  reasons  which  would  justify  this  Board 
in  withholding  its  approval  of  the  location.  A. 
hose  carriage  will  be  located  on  the  grounds 
dining  the  exhibition  as  a  precaution  against  the 
spread  of  fire,  and  a  large  force  of  regular  police 
officers  a  nd  of  private  watchmen  will  be  in  con- 
stant attendance  to  preserve  o>der  andpievent 
the  anr.oyance  of  |  eisons  who  live  in  the  vicinity. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

sewers. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Se«ers: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers  be 
directed  to  construct  a  common  sewer  in  Fellowes 
and  East  Lenox  stu  ets;  the  expense  thereof  to  be 
charged  to  the  aporoptlation  for  Northampton- 
street  District. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

board  of  education. 
The  older  in  relation  to  petitioning  the  General 
Court  for  an  amendment  to  the  city  charter  in  re- 
lation to  a  Board  of  Education,  came  up  with  the 
indorsement  that  the  Council    concurs    with   an 


amendment  providing  for  aboard  of  tweDty-four 
members  to  ba  elected  by  the  people. 

Alderman  Burrage— The  original  bill  which  has 
been  printed  is  the  same,  if  I  recollect  rightly,  as 
that  now  approved  in  the  new  city  charter  arid  as 
amended  by  the  Common  Council. 

The  Chairman — The  Chair  so  understands  it. 

Alderman  Burrage— It  seems  to  me  we  aie  hard- 
ly readv  to  vote  on  this  now.  It  strikes  me  rather 
favorably,  but  we  have  hardly  had  time  to  look  it 
over  and  compare  it  with  the  other  bill.  It  seems 
to  me  it  would  be  better  to  wait. 

The  Chairman  read  the  original  order. 

Alderman  Worthington — l  think  there  is  o^e 
thing  here  that  we  should  look  after,  and  that  is 
that  a  majority  of  all  the  members  of  the  Board 
cf  Education  should  ba  necessary  to  constitute  a 
quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business.  I  think  in 
the  bill  that  wa;  sent  up  from  the  Board  to  the 
Legislature  it  was  provided  that  every  trau'- action 
of  the  board  should  receive  a  majority  of  all  the 
votes  of  the  board.  It  seems  to  me  that  is  im- 
portant. It  is  put  in  hare  over  in  the  last  part 
in  regaro  to  the  election  of  teachers  and  superin- 
tendent, it  seems  to  me  we  should  have  it  apply 
to  every  question  relating  to  the  general  matage- 
ment  of  the  fc'aools,  so  that  all  important  matters 
shall  be  passed  upon  by  a  majority  of  all  the 
members  of  the  Board  of  Education.  In  local  busi- 
ness it  ic  not  of  much  importance,  but  it  seems  to 
me  that  in  all  the  g=nerai  transactions  of  business 
a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  entire  hoard  should 
be  given.  That  is,  if  a  quorum  of  the  board  is 
thirtren  members,  it  should  require  thirteen 
votes  to  pass  upon  any  irnpoitaot  mat- 
ter connected  with  the  school  hoard.  It 
seems  to  me  tbat  there  is  an  important 
poiit  that  ought  to  be  put  into  this  bill. 
Then  there  is  another  plate  I  anticipate  there 
will  be  tiouble  about,  which  I  think  should  be 
altered.  By  the  first  section  on  trie  sixth  page 
nothing  can  be  don?  in  the  matter  of  school  build- 
ings until  the  locality  and  plans  of  the  same  have 
been  approved  by  the  Board  of  Koucation.  That 
is  just  the  trouble  we  are  anticipating  in 
South  Bosron  now.  The  School  Committee  in 
South  Boston  selected  a  locality  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Gaston  School,  quitw  along  dis- 
tance 'from  where  it  was  designated  a  new 
primary  school  was  needed  and  from  where  the 
money  was  raised  for  the  purpose  of  building. 
The  local  School  Comm:ttee  over  there  have  se- 
lected another  place  in  the  vicinity  of  the  old  pri- 
mary schoolbouse,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Gaston 
School,  and  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee  and 
of  the  City  Government,  that  is  not  what  the 
money  was  raised  for.  Not  many  years  in  the  fu- 
ture it  will  be  necessary  to  build  an  additional 
schoolhouse  over  on  the  point  where  this  money 
was  appropriated  to  build  one.  Therefore  I  think 
we  should  take  more  time  to  look  at  this  and  see 
if  there  are  not  some  atnendmnets  necessary.  It 
seems  to  me  these  two  things  a>e  important. 

Alderman  Stebbins — This  act  reported  by  the 
coumiirtee  diffeis  very  materially  from  that 
adopted  by  this  Board.  As  adopted  by  this  Board 
section  9  says  that  the  board  shall  serve  without 
compensation.  That  is  stricken  out  by  this  com- 
mittee of  the  school  board.  They  have  also 
stricken  out  the  provision  that  the  salaries  estab- 
lished at  the  commencement  of  each  school 
year  shall  not  be  increased  during  the 
year.  The  act  passed  by  this  Board  also 
provided  that  th-;  amount  expended  should 
not  exceen  the  amount  appropriated  for 
public  school.  They  have  stricken  that  out  also. 
There  ate  one  ot  two  other  amendments  made, 
which  to  my  mind  should  be  retained.  But  the 
other  bianch  here  coucutied  in  the  order  passed 
bv  this  brard  that  the  Committee  on  Legislative 
Matters  shall  appear  before  the  committee  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  and  ask  for  the  passage 
of  an  act  substantially  as  passed  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen.  So  that  would  give  the  committee 
authority  to  take  this  act  substantially  as  passed 
by  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Aldeiman  Quincy— As  I  understand  it,  con- 
curring in  this  amendment  simply  indicates, 
our  agreement  to  the  principle  involved  iu  the 
change  proposed,  that  is,  the  election  of  twenty- 
four  members  instead  of  thf  appointment  of  fif- 
teen, and  any  subsequent  amendments  we  may  de- 
ire  to  offer  can  as  well  be  made  id  the  order 
which  has  been  concurred  in  lor  the  Committee 
on  Legislative  Matters.  If  that  is  so,  I  shall  cer- 
tainly wish  to  concur  lonight,  for  the  rea- 
son that  this  matter  is  to  be  heard  at  the  State 
House    tomorrow    morning;    and    if    it    is     the 
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sense  of  the  Board  that  this  is  something;  that  ,ve 
can  do  afterwaicl,  we  had  better  take  an  attiiucle 
in  the  matter,  and  let  tne  committee  say,  at  the 
State  House  tomorrow,  that  the  attitude  of  the 
City  Government  is  in  favor  of  a  change.  Lf  I 
had  my  choice  betweenjthe  two,  I  should  choose 
an  appointed  committee.  But  I  think  this  is  a 
case  in  wbich  we  should  consider  what  we  &re 
most  likely  to  get.  It  may  be  thac  by  and  by  we 
shall  get  at;  appointed  committee;  but  gentle- 
men most  conversant  with  public  opinion 
seem  to  think  we  aie  not  ready  for  such  a 
radical  change  as  that  now.  It  we  can  get  this,  it 
will  be  an  immense  improvement  over  the  present 
state  of  things;  and  there  teally  seems  to  be  good 

Froof  that  we  can.  Theiefore,  if  this  Board  is  in 
avor  of  urging  this  matter  with  the  present  Leg- 
islature, we  can  concur  with  the  understanding 
that  we  simply  wish  to  change  from  the  appoint- 
ment of  fifteen  to  the  election  of  twenty-four. 

Alderman  Burrage— I  concur  generaliy  with  the 
remarks  of  the  Alderman  just  up.  If  it  is  under- 
stood that  the  legislative  committee  will  look  after 
these  amendments,  part  of  which  have  been  le- 
ferred  to  by  the  Alderman  from  "Ward  14,  then  I 
will  waive  the  offering  of  them  tonight.  But  it 
seems  to  me  it  would  be  as  well  to  have  them  in 
and  let  them  be  printed,  and  let  them  adopt  them 
as  they  se^  fit.  This  matter  of  serving  without 
compensation  and  not  exceeding  the  appropriation 
are  important  matters. 

Alderrnau  Stebbins— I  would  like  to  suggest 
that  if  we  concur  with  the  Council  in  the  passage 
of  this  new  act,  we  propose  to  substitute  that  for 
what  we  have  passed. 

Alderrnau  Burrage — I  move  to  amend  the  first 
section  by  adding  in  the  fifth  line,  after  the  word 
"Education,"  the  words  "to  serve  without  com- 
pensation." 

Alderman  Quincy — There  certainly  can  be  no 
objection  to  that  amendment,  butUt  is  not  neces- 
sary or  worth  while  for  us  to  send  H  up  stairs 
again  for  that.  If  there  is  no  more  important 
amendment  than  that  to  be  made  I  shall  vote 
against  it  for  the  act  simply  provides  for  the  elec- 
tion of  another  SchooljCommittee  a  little  different 
from  the  present.  There  is  no  provision  at  pres- 
ent that  they  shall  serve  without  pay  or  that  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  shall  serve  without  pay  ;  and 
yet  they  do.  It  seems  to  me  there  is  no  necessity 
for  the  words  "to  serve  without  compensation" 
till  we  create  a  new  board  or  new  commission 
hitherto  unknown. 

Alderman  Burrage— There  is  a  more  important 
amendment  which  is  included  in  section  99  of  the 
amended  charter,  the  one  referred  to  by  the  Al- 
derman from  Ward  8,  that  the  expenditures  shall 
not  exceed  tne  appropriations,  and  that  prohibits 
the  changing  of  any  appropriation  for  a  specjfic 
object  to  another  object.  I  have  not  the  amend- 
ment prepared  now,  sir. 

Alderman  Prescott — If  it  is  the  intention  of  this 
Board  to  examine  particularly  into  the  details  of 
this  substitute,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be 
better  uot  to  commence  tonight,  for  the  amend- 
ments we  should  make  would  not  be  concurred  in 
until  a  week  from  tonight,  unless  a  special  meet- 
ing was  called.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  what  to 
say  or  what  to  recommend  to  the  Board  in  rela- 
tion to  this  matter.  I  suppose  the  Board  will  un- 
derstand    that     I     have     takeu      considerable 


interest  in  this  matter,  and  have  pre- 
sented to  the  Board  what  seemed  to  me 
to  be  the  best  plan  for  the  ameMoration  of  our 
difficulties.  I  fully  realize,  Mr.  Chairman,  the 
necessity  of  a  radical  and  immediate  change,  and 
I  fully  realize,  also,  that  unless  immediate  steps 
are  taken,  there  is  no  probability  that  any  change 
will  be  made  this  year,  as  the  session  of  the  Legis- 
lature is  drawing  to  a  close.  If  we  take  time  to 
make  a?l  the  minor  amendments  and  changes  ia 
this  act  we  should  like  to  ma&e,  the  probability  is 
that  before  we  get  our  work  completed  the  Legis- 
lature will  adjourn.  The  City  Council  having 
made  no  definite  request  the  Legislature  would, 
probably,  take  no  action.  I  believe  the  substi- 
tute now  before  us,  adopted  by  the  Council 
is  a  gieat  improvement  over  the  present  system. 
I  look  upon  it,  Mi.  Chairman,  as  an  intermediate 
step  between  our  present  system  of  management 
of  school*  and  what  must  inevitably  come  in  the 
future— a  selected  Board  of  Education.  These 
men,  who  will  be  nominated  by  political  parties 
in  th-sir  midnight  sessions,  which  are  generally 
held  a  few  nights  before  the  election,  will  not,  it 
seems  to  me,  be  the  best  men  to  control  the  edu- 
cation of  forty  or  fifty  thousand  childien  atd the 
expenditure  of  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars. 
But  I  do  believe  that  the  city  of  Boston  would 
reap  great  benefits  if  we  could  have  the  substitute 
now  befo<e  us  in  place  of  the  present 
system,  and  I  am  inclined,  for  one,  to 
concur  with  the  Common  Council,  although  not 
fully  believing  in  the  different  sections  of  this  bill. 
But,  under  the  circumstances,  I  am  inclined  to 
believe  that  it  would,  be  for  the  best  interests  of 
the  city  to  concur  with  the  Common  Council  in 
this  substitute,  and  that  after  we  have  had  time 
fully  to  examine  the  matter,  during  a  year's  ex- 
perience and  working  of  that  board,  we  can  go  to  the 
Legislature  another  year  and  ask  for  such  changes 
as  may  be  deemed  expedient.  I  see  fully  and 
strongly,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  pressing  necessity  of 
radical  change  in  this  matter,  and  am  inclined,  for 
one,  to  indorse  this,  which  I  think  a  step  in  the  right 
direction.  It  will  eventually  end  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Board  of  Education,  and  the  views  I 
have  expressed  in  this  Board  in  legardtoan 
elected  board  as  the  basis  for  the  management  of 
our  schools  have  been  confirmed  day  by  day,  as  I 
have  had  opportunity  to  examine  into  the  man- 
agement of  the  schools  of  the  large  cities  of  the 
Union.  As  I  understand  from  the  Committee  on 
Legislative  Affairs  that  this  motion  is  coming  he- 
fore  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  tomorrow, 
I  cannot  believe  otherwise  than  that  it  is  best  to 
adopt  this  substitute,  although  it  has  undoubtedly 
some  defects. 

Alderman  Burrage  -I  withdraw  my  motion  with 
the  understanding  that  the  bill  may  be  perfected 
in  some  of  its  details  by  the  legislative  com- 
mittee, perhaps  before  the  committee  of  the 
Legislature. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  should  like  to  say  further 
that  although  voting  for  this  in  substance,  I  shall 
feel  at  liberty  to  propose  such  amendments  and 
recommend  such  changes  before  the  committee  as 
may  seem  necessary  to  perfect  the  act. 

The  Board  concurred  with  the  Common  Council 
in  the  amendment  of  the  order. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 


MAY    6,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  7V2  o'clock  P.  M., 
Halsey  J.  Boardmarr,  President, in  the  cbair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  FOR  CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Quarterly  reports  of  tne  Superintendent  of 
North  Scales  and  City  Clerk  and  first  report  of  the 
Trustees  of  the  Police  Charitable  Fund,  severally 
placed  on  file. 

Petitions  of  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery, 
for  leave  to  use  the  parade  ground  on  Boston 
Common  on  June  7;  Ancient  and  Honorable  Aitil- 
lery  Company,  for  leave  to  erect  a  tent  on  the 
Common,  on  June  17,  for  a  banquet  to  the  vet- 
eran military  companies  who  will  join  with 
them  in  the  centennial  celebration  on  that 
day;  Joseph  T.  Ryan,  for  a  sewer  through 
Orchard  park  to  Chad  wick  street;  Jo- 
seph Wan  en  Monument  Association,  that  the 
lot  of  land  on  Warren  street,  near  Regent  street, 
in  front  of  the  birthplace  of  Joseph  Warren,  be 
set  apart  to  them  for  tbe  purpose  of  erecting 
thereon  a  bronze  statue  of  *?id  Warren,  and  that 
the  city  will  render  such  aid  in  the  preparation  of 
the  foundation  and  pedestal  for  the  same  as  it 
has  been  accustomed  to  render  in  the  erection  of 
statues  to  other  distinguished  heroes  of  the  Rev- 
olution ;  Edward  S.  Winchester,  for  remission  of 
tax  assessed  in  1872;  Ann  P.Craig  et  al~,  for  abate- 
ment of  tax  assessed  ia  1871;  James  A.Kemp  et 
al.,  that  a  bathhouse  be  erected  at  Washmgton 
Village.    Severally  referred. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of 
John  Wattendorf  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden 
bunding  at  100  D  street.    Accepted. 

Reports  and  orders  tor  permits  to  erect  wooden 
buildings  to  be  issued,  viz.,  1.  To  S.  H.  Munson, 
near  Rogers  avenue,  Ward  15.  2.  To  J.  S.  Bean, 
on  Hittinger's  wharf,  Ward  20.  3.  To  E.  P.  Oli- 
ver, Monmouth  stieet,  Wark  1.  4.  To  Boston  & 
Albany  Railroad  Company,  Grand  Junction  wharf. 
Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  and  orders  acknowledging  the  bequest 
of  the  late  Mary  L.  Shaw  to  the  City  Hospital,  and 
for  the  investment  of  tne  amount  in  city  of  Boston 
six  per  cent,  bonds,  the  interest  to  be  collected 
semi-annually  and  expended  m  accoidance  with 
the  terms  of  the  bequest.  Orders  read  twice  and 
passed. 

Order  for  the  Auditor's  report  to  be  submitted 
in  print,  and  5000  copies  to  be  printed  for  distribu- 
tion.   Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  appropriate  city's  share  of  revenue 
from  liquor  licenses,  after  paying  certain  ex- 
penses, to  the  reduction  of  the  city  deot.  Or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

Executive  communication  nominating  William 
H.  Kent,  Henry  W.  Pickering  and  P.  A.  Collins 
as  License  Commissioners.  The  nominations  were 
confirmed  in  concurrence. 

0!derforthe  Superintendent  of  Sewers  to  con- 
struct sewers  in  Fellowes  and  East  Lenox  streets; 
the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria'ion 
for  Northampton-street  District.  Read  twice  acd 
passed. 

Report  and  order  for  the  purchase  of  7500 
square  feet  of  land  adjoining  Chapman  School- 
house  yard,  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  $1  per  foot; 
to  be  charged  to  the  special  appropriation  for 
that  purpose.    Older  passed  to  a  second  leading. 

Certificate  of  the  election  of  S.  A.  Denio  aj  a 
director  Tor  public  institutions,  in  place  of  Ben- 
jamin Dean,  chosen  by  this  Council. 

the  Council  proceeded  to  ballot,  Messrs.  Pierce 
of  Want  11,  Power  of  Ward  22  and  Collins  of  Ward 
2,  were  appointed  a  committee  to  collect  and 
count  votes.    They  reported  — 

Whole  number  of  votes 65 

Necessary  to  a  choice 34 

Benjamin  Dean.. 46 

Sylvanus  A.  Denio 19 

And   Mr.  Dean,  was  declared  elected  in  non-con- 
currence.   Ceitificate  sent  up. 

SEVENTEENTH  OF  JUNE. 

The  order  appropriating  $30,000  for  the  cele- 
bration of  the  Seventeenth  of  June,  I'ametown 
with  the  non-concurrence  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men in  the  amendment  of  the  Council. 


Mr.  Trull  of  Ward  20—1  move  that  we  recede, 
and  concur  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  the 
passage  of  the  original  order;  for  it  is  high  time 
this  matter  was  settled,  if  it  is  going  to  be  at  all. 
A  chief  marshal  should  have  been  appointed  at 
least  two  weeks  ago.  If  we  are  to  have  this  cele- 
bration it  is  time  the  committee  were  at  work. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— If  the  gentleman  is  desir- 
ous of  concurring  with  the  Bo?,rd  of  Aldermen,  I 
shall  certainly  oppose  the  motion. 

The  President— the  quesaon  would  be  taken 
first  on  the  motior  to  recede. 

Mr.  Trull— From  what  I  have  heard  since  Imade 
the  motion  1  will  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  Hicks  of  Ward  8  moved  that  the  Council  ad- 
here to  us  former  vote. 

Carriei — 42  for,  23  against. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FVymn  of  Ward  7,  the  rule  was 
suspended,  a  motion  to  reconsider  was  rejected, 
and  the  order  was  sent  up. 

At  a  quaitei-past  eight  o'clock  the  order  was 
received  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  with  their 
non-concurr;jncs  in  the  action  of  the  Council. 

On  motion  oi  Mr.  Flvnn  of  Ward  7,  the  Council 
voted  to  adhere  to  its  former  vote,  and  appoint  a 
committee  of  couierence  with  leave  to  sit  during 
the  session.  The  Chair  appointed  Messrs.  Flynn 
of  Ward  7,  Peabody  of  Ward  9  and  Train  of  Ward 
13  as  said  committee. 

A  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost. 

At  ten  o'clock  P.  M.  Mr.  Flvnn  submitted  a  re- 
port from  the  committee  on  confrrence  on  the 
matter  of  tne  disagreement  oetween  the  two 
branches,  that  ihey  had  met  a  similai  com- 
mittee from  the  other  branch,  and  that  they 
had  agreed  to  recommend  the  enlargement  of  the 
committse  by  the  appointment  of  two  Aldermen 
and  four  Councilmen.    The  report  was  acceated. 

The  order  came  from  the  other  branch  with 
Aldermen  Quincy  and  Pow*r  added  to  the  com- 
mittee. The  Council  concurred  in  the  ameudment, 
and  the  order  as  amended  was  passed — yeas  62, 
nays  2 — Messrs.  Anderson  of  Ward  3  and  Kitzpat- 
nck  of  Ward  7  voting  nay. 

ThePresident  joined  Messrs.  Peabody  of  Ward  9, 
Flynn  of  Ward  7,  Guild  ot  Ward  6,  and  Devereux 
of  Ward  22,  to  the  committee  on  tha  pare  of  the 
Council. 

VEGETABLE  MARKET. 

An  order  came  down  for  concurrence  authoriz- 
ing the  establishment  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
of  a  market  for  tbe  sale  of  nrovi  ,ions  and  perish- 
able produce  on  ihe  lands  of  the  Mercantile  Wharf 
Company,  situated  between  Atlantic  avenue  and 
Mercantile  stieet,  on  the  terms  set  forth  in  said 
order. 

Mr.  Shaw  ot  Ward  5—1  would  like  to  have  some 
member  of  the  Council  give  a  good  reason  for 
this  order.  We  are  called  upon  to  concur  with  the 
other  bianch  in  providing  a  new  market  house,  as 
I  had  the  honot  to  state  the  other  evening,  at  an 
expense  of  some  four  or  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  in  fact,  I  don't  mean  that  it  is  a  direct, 
immediate  proposition,  but  that  that  is  the  prop- 
osition in  face  and  in  reality.  I  would  like  to  have 
some  gentleman  give  his  opiu ion  as  to  the  neces- 
sity for  it.  If,  because  certain  parties  desire  to 
sell  certain  property,  and  have  been  hanging 
about  City  Hall,  and  billing  and  cooing  with  a 
certai  <>  committee,  is  that  a  reason  why  the  city 
of  Boston  should  incur  an  expenditure  of  four  or 
five  hundred  thousand  dollar  ,Swhicd  I  claim  to 
be  unnecessary?  The  naked  proposition  is 
this:  Tne  city  of  Boston  now  has  a  veg- 
etable market  occupying  some  seventy, 
eighty  or  ninety  thousand  feet,  more  or 
Uss,  m  a  very  good  place,  where  the  whole  body 
of  farmers,  I  may  say,  who  furnish  vegetables  for 
the  city  of  Boston,  have  been  abundantly  accom- 
modated for  two  years  past.  The  city  has  made 
money  out  of  the  operation,  for  the  committee's 
report  shows  a  net  profit  of  more  than  $7000;  and 
this  proposition  is  to  involve  the  city  in  an  ex- 
penditure which  has  been  abundantly' proven  to 
be  unnecessary— at  any  rateithas  beentomy  mind, 
for  I  have  taken  occasion  to  look  into  it.  I  had  the 
hooor,  the  other  evening,  to  state  so  boldly  and 
plainly  that  nocody  could  misunderstand 
me,  that  the  farme<s  who  have  furnished 
vegetables  to  the  city  of  Boseon  for  two  years,  in 
large  and  small  quantities,  had  taken  more  than 
100  leases  upon  the  land  called  the  dump.  Within 
the  next  twenty-tour  hours  I  was  told  by  more 
than  one  ex-Alderman  that  I  had  n't  told  the 
truth;  and  it  has  been  sent  broadcast  that  one  in- 
ferior member  of  the  Common  Council  had  raised 
his  voice  against  Fajieuil  Hall  Market,  and  he 
would  receive  his  death  blow  as  did  Mr.  Alderman 
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John  Brown.  Well,  sir,  I  have  been  killed  a  good 
many  time?,  but  I  have  always  come  to  life  again, 
and  I  don'J  propose  to  stultify  myself  or  be  killed 
by  any  monopoly  so  I  oak  as  I  have  this  right  hand 
to  use  and  thi*  feeble  voice  to  raise  in  be- 
half of  the  people.  I  say  the  market  down  on 
the  dump  is  one  of  the  most  beneficial  institutions 
ever  established  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  of 
Boston.  Now,  here  is  a  proposition  to  expend 
half  a  million  of  dollars  at  a  time  not  far  distant 
for  the  purpose  of  holding  land  adjacent  to 
Quincy  Hall  Market.  That  is  the  only  reason,  and 
I  ask  any  gentleman  here  to  give  me  another 
reason  if  he  can.  The  place  called  the  dump  is 
five,  six  or  seven  hundred  feet  from  the  spot, 
more  or  less;  the  maiket  there  costs  nothing,  and 
is  now  a  fruitful  source  of  income,  and  „an 
be  so  continued,  greatly  to  the  benefit  of  the 
people.  Then  I  ask,  in  all  reason  and 
judgment,  why  should  tbis  new  location 
be  taken  for  the  election  of  a  maiket  that 
is  wholly  unnecessary.  I  was  told,  sir,  as  I  said 
before,  that  I  did  not  express  the  truth  when  I 
said  a  hundred- farmers  had  taken  leases  there, 
and  I  was  challenged  by  another  ex-Al German  to 
show  it.  Well,  sir,  I  have  taken  the  pains  today— 
I  have  n't  many  leisure  days,  so  I  always  take  the 
latter  day  to  get  the  last  point— to  ascertain  the 
exact  facts,  not  only  from  the  wharfinger,  but  from 
Mr.  Blown, whohas  charge  of  the  whole  matter  and 
of  the  dump,  and  I  found  that  he  has  issued  180 
leases  instead  of  100,  as  I  had  said.  Another  thing 
which  I  was  told  in  State  street,  while  passing 
down  to  transact  my  daily  business,  was  that  I 
had  stated  that  which  was  n't  true  and  that  the 
leases  were  to  run  a  year.  That  I  deny,  sir,  and  I 
have  here  a  blank  copy  of  the  leases,  182  of  which 
have  been  issued,  and  every  one  is  printed  "for 
three  years."  Now,  sir,  all  the  farmers  who  have 
occupied  that  place  and  sold  vegetables  at  a  lower 
price  than  in  Quincy  Market,  and  many  more  be- 
sides, have  renewed'  their  leases,  so  that  iheie  are 
182  stands  taken  today  and  there  is  room  for  sixty 
more.  I  was  told  again,  sir,  by  a  member  of  the 
Common  Council,  here  this  evening,  that  the  place 
where  I  had  the  honor  to  ask  the  price  of  potatoes 
was  not  upon  what  is  called  the  dump.  I 
took  occasion  to  measure  the  lines,  and  I 
find  that  that  statement  was  striccly 
true,  and  I  did  buy  some  potatoes  there 
for  $2.25  a  barrel,  so  that  every  statement 
which  I  have  made  has  been  more  than  cor- 
roborated. Interested  parties  come  to  me  and 
tell  me  I  have  n't  told  the  truth.  I  challenge  any 
man  here  to  deny  any  statement  I  have  made.  Is 
it  for  the  interest  »f  the  people  and  the  taxpayers 
of  Boston  to  unnecessarily  involve  them  in  a 
large  debt,  when  I  have  shown  thatgthere  is  more 
room  upon  this  dump  than  the  farmers  can  occu- 
py today,  and  that  the  result  of  the  experiment 
there  has  been  a  net  profit  to  the  city  of  §57000?  I 
have  stated  that  which  is  common  in  the  months 
of  the  people,  ana  I  have  also  a  pocket- 
ful of  letters  received  since  that  time 
sating  that  Quincy  Hall  Market  is  a  monop- 
oly. I  would  1'ke  to  have  some  gentleman,  either 
interested  or  disinterested,  whichever  way  it  may 
be,  rise  here  and  give  me  an  opportunity  to  ques- 
tion him.  I  say  it  is  against  the  interest  of  the 
people  for  members  to  vote  for  this  order,  because 
men  interested  in  the  Mercantile-wharf  property 
come  here  and  ask  members  in  the  most  plausible 
way  to  buy  that  property  by  taking  a  bond  for  it. 
We  all  know  what  it  means.'  I  say  that  the  price 
named  in  that  bond  is  much  too  high,  when  neigh- 
boring property  is  assessed  at  $2.50  a  foot.  I  know 
the  offset  that  will  be  brought  up  against  it,  but  I 
say  that  property  assessed  at  $2.50  a  foot  should 
not  be  offered  to  the  city  for]$4.75,  and  the  party  who 
offers  it  to  the  city  at  that  price  insults  the  city 
thereby.  I  charge  no  individual  person  with  any- 
thing of  the  kind;  but  I  do  say  it  is  the  part  of 
the  City  Council  to  investigate  this  matter 
thoroughly,  and  I  will  repeat  what  I  have  referred 
to  before,  that  in  all  money  matters  the  rule 
which  ought  to  be  adopted  is  that  every  commit- 
tee which  sits  under  the  cognomen  of  the  City 
Government  should  be  a  joint  committee,  and 
there  never  should  sit  under  the  cover  of  this 
hall  or  the, direction  of  this  Citv  Government,  be  a 
standing  committee  of  three  of  one  branch,  even 
though  they  be  as  pure  as  the  Committee  on  Mar- 
kets, who  are  most  excellent  men ;  no  question 
about  that.  As  a  principle,  sir,  this  body  should 
have  a  voice  in  it.  When  I  had  the  honor  to  say, 
two  weeks  ago,  that  this  body  had  some  authority 
in  establishing  this  market,  I  was  told  I  din  n't 
know  anything  about  it.    But  the  result  is  I  did 


know;  and  what  is  the  consequence?  The  Board 
of  Aldermen  seek  to  withdraw  a  matter  now  lying 
upon  tee  table  at  my  motion,  and  ask  to  do  this 
by  authority  of  the  City  Council,  and  we  are 
called  upon  to  purchase  some  seventy,  eiahty  or  a 
hundred  thousand  feet  of  land  on  Mercantile 
wharf  at  $4.75  a  foot.  It  is  shown  that  that  meas- 
ure is  necessary ;  I  shall  be  one  of  the  first  to 
vote  for  it;  but  until  it  is,  it  is  my  duty  to  stand 
up  here  and  oppose  it.  I  oppose  it  in  the  interest 
of  tae  people.  I  have  no  interest  in  any  market.  I 
have  i.o  interest  m  any  real  estate  within  the 
limirs  of  the  city  of  Boston.  I  wish  1  had.  I 
would  not  stand  here  and  advocate  a  measure  of 
this  kind  if  I  were  an  owner  of  the  property. 
There  is  a  wjrd  of  caution,  sir;  there  are  selfish 
interhsts  at  stake.  I  charge  nobody  with  being 
selfish;  I  am  looking  at  the  necessities  of  the 
case,  and  when  I  can  be  shown  that  it  is  neces- 
sary, my  vote  shall  he  given  for  it.  But,  as  I  see 
it  today,  I  see  no  necessity  tor  it,  and  see  only  the 
benefit  of  the  owners  of  the  Meicantile-wharf 
property. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16 — I  can  corroborate  in  a 
large  measure  what  the  eeutleman  from  Ward  5 
has  said,  for  I  have  myself  visited  that  property 
todaj  and  conversed  with  the  farmers  who  have 
stalls  in  that  market.  It  seems  to  me,  sir,  that 
this  very  important  matter  is  one  upon  which 
there  may  be  and  undoubtedly  is  an  honest  differ- 
ence of  opinion  among  members.  As  it  stands 
now,  this  body  is  officially  ignorant  of  the  merits 
of  the  question,  so  far  as  any  investigation  by  any 
one  reureseuting  this  body  is  concerned.  As  it 
involves  an  expenditure  of  $12,000  in  the  first 
place,  and  very  likely  a  much  larger  amount 
ultimately,  it  seems  to  me  highly  proper 
that  it  should  be  investigated  by  a  com- 
mittee of  this  branch,  and  I  therefore  move  that 
the  order  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance to  consider  and  repoi  t. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4— Before  we  take  that 
step,  sir,  I  wish  to  make  one  statement  in  regard 
to  the  matter  as  it  stands,  which  I  think  has  a 
bearing  upon  the  question.  I  propose  to  have 
this  order  referred  to  another  committee,  and  for 
this  reason :  two  questions  are  involved— one 
whether  it  is  better  to  establish  this  market,  the 
other  whether  the  order  should  be  passed  in  the 
form  in  which  it  is  sent,  down  to  us.  The 
two  questions  are  evidently  not  identical. 
In  regard  to  the  first  question,  as  to 
the  propriety  of  establishing  this  market 
on  the  Mercantile  wharf  property,  there 
has  been  no  defence  made  thus  far,  and  I  have 
been  au  a  loss  to  hear  nothing  stated  in  behalf  of 
the  claim.  Looking  at  the  proceedings  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  on  the  26th  of  April,  I  see  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Markets  on  this  sub- 
ject, from  which,  it  seems  to  me,  a  great  deal  can 
be  said  in  favor  of  establishing  a  market  upon  the 
plan  proposed.  According  to  that  report,  this 
matter  of  establishing  a  market  there  was  a  com- 
promise undertaken  by  the  city  officials  having  it 
in  charge,  and  it  comes  to  the  Council  as  a  com- 
promise. It  is,  therefore,  proper  that  we  should 
understand  the  whole  scheme  before  rejecting  it. 
As  I  understand  it,  we  have  maintained  for  two 
years,  without  any  warrant  of  law,  a  market  on 
what  is  called  the  dump.  This  spring  the  com- 
mittee weie  unable  to  lenew  the  lease  of  the  land 
on  the  dump,  and  the  owners  of  the  Mercantile- 
wharf  property  made  a  counter  proposition,  by 
which  the  city  is  enabled  to  take  this  piece  of  land 
and  settle  up  one  or  two  lawsuits  against  the 
city,  it  it  is  accepted.  We  certainly  ought  to 
consider  both  sides  of  the  question  before  reject- 
ing it.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  5  has  made  a 
statement  which,  I  think,  is  fatal  to  his  order  in 
this  respect.  He  says  public  interest  will  not  be 
conserved  by  having  two  markets.  Now  it  is  a 
fact  that  a  number  of  marketmen  have  hiied 
stands  upon  the  dump  again,  and  there  will  un- 
doubtedly be  a  market  there.  In  other  words, 
private  enterprise  intends  to  put  up  a  vegetable 
maiket  on  the  dump.  The  city,  in  order  to  effect  a 
compiomise  and  settle  certain  claims  against  it, 
has  undertaken  to  establish  another  market  on 
Mercantile  wharf,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  we 
should  ratify  the  agreement  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen. But  the  question  comes,  Shall  we  pass 
an  order  authorizing  the  establishing  a  market  to 
he  controlled  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen?  That 
seems  to  me  to  be  undesirable,  and  I  propose  to 
refer  the  matter  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
to  consider  whether  it  is  desirable  to  give  the 
whole  matter  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  I  would 
therefore  move  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
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tee  on  Ordinances,  with  instructions  to  consider 
and  report  back  an  ordinance  giving  the  control 
of  this  market  to  the  City  Council. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  0— I  desire  to  express  the 
hope  that  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
4  will  not  prevail,  as  it  would  seem  that  the  proper 
time  to  refer  <t  to  them  would  be  when  the  mar- 
ket is  established.  I  concur  with  th^  gentleman 
from  Ward  16  ihat  it  snould  be  referred  to  some 
committee  on  the  part  of  this  branch  that  it  may 
be  fully  investigated.  As  it  stands  now,  the  facts 
are  not  before  u?.  or  even  before  tbe  Board  of 
Aldeimen,  but  simply  lie  in  the  breasts  of  the 
Committee  on  Market*. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— I  appreciate  tbe  force 
of  the  argument  that  it  should  be  looked  into  by  a 
committee  of  this  body  ;  but  I  do  not  think  it  is  a 
question  to  be  considered  either  by  tbe  Finance 
Committee  or  Committee  on  Ordinances.  As  a 
substitute,  thereto*  e,  I  would  move  that  it  be  re- 
ferred to  a  joint  special  committee  to  consist  of 
the  Committee  on  Markets  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men with  five  members  of  tne  Council. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7—1  was  about  making 
a  motion  somewhat  similar  to  th rt  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  10.  Members  will  at  once  see  the 
great  inconvenience  and  disadvantage  which  they 
labor  under  when  a  matter  is  passed  in  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  on  information  received  by  a  com- 
mittee composed  wholly  of  that  branch.  This  or- 
der was  passed  there  and  came  down,  and  a  gen- 
tleman rose  in  his  seat  and  says  that  a  certain 
market  is  a  monopoly,  that  exorbitant  prices  are 
charged  in  certain  markets  and  cheap  prices 
in  another  market,  and  the  difference  in  che 
price  of  potatoes  is  seventy-five  cents  a 
barrel,  or  some  large  amount;  and  nobody  here 
can  contradict  him.  Why?  Because  this  matter 
is  sprung  upon  us  and  we  absolutely  know  noth- 
ing about  it  .  Now,  if  we  had  a  joint  committee  on 
a  matter  like  this,  when  any  member  made  state- 
ments not  exactly  correct  about  these  rival  mar- 
kets, some  member  of  that  committee  c  mid  con- 
tradict him.  But  here  every  member  was  mum, 
and  it  seemed  to  me  that  the  assertion  must  have 
be;en  a  very  grave  one  and  there  must  have  been 
some  truth  in  what  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5 
said— that  on  this  dump,  1600  iep.t  from  the 
market,  potatoes  are  sold  at  $2.25  a  barrel,  while 
at  the  market  they  are  sold  for  $2.75  and  $3.  If 
that  be  true,  it  is  an  excellent  reason  for  keeping 
the  dump  market  where  it  is  and  keeping  it  under 
the  control  of  the  city.  And  it  seems  to  me  the 
City  Government  should  have  found  it  out  before 
now.  It  is  a  very  grave  charge  to  make  against 
the  people  who  sell  large  quantities  of  vegetables 
in  Quincy  Market,  and  members  of  this  board 
naturally  felt  that  there  must  be  something 
wrong,  and  they  made  inquiries.  I  certainly 
did.  I  never  knew  the  price  of  potatoes, 
for  I  never  had  occasion  to  buy  any  before.  I 
found  that  what  was  stated  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  5  was  n't  so.  I  found  that  the  price  of 
potatoes  down  at  Quincy  Market  w«s  $3  a  barrel, 
and  they  did  n't  know  who  I  was.  I  said  I  could 
get  them  for  $2.25  a  barrel  down  at  the  other 
place,  and  they  said  the  potatoes  must  be  very 
poor  and  very  small,  and  that  there  was  only 
about  fifteen  cen Is  difference  between  what  the 
$3  potatoes  cost  and  what  they  sold  for.  I  can 
only  judge  from  what  I  saw,  and  some 
one  must  have  told  an  untruth  either  to 
me  or  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5.  It  only 
shows  the  necessity  for  having  a  special  commit- 
tee to  lookinto  thismatter  officially  and  tell  us  the 
condition  of  those  two  maikets  ;  give  us  the  sta- 
tistics, tell  us  what  ought  to  be  done,  why  a  barrel 
of  potatoes  sells  for  $3  at  Quincy  Market  and 
$2.25  on  the  dump.  If  that  is  so,  Quincy  Market 
is  a  gigantic  swindle ;  and  if  it  is  not  so  it  should 
be  told  here.  1  move,  as  an  amendment  to  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10,  that  the 
matter  be  referred  to  a  joint  special  committee  of 
the  City  Council . 

Mr.  Brackett— I  accept  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13—1  had  something  to  say 
upon  this  matter,  bet  so  long  as  it  has  taken  the 
shape  it  bas,  I  heartily  concur  with  the  ideas  of 
my  friend  from  Ward  7. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— The  gentleman  from  Ward 
7  seems  to  doubt  the  statement  I  made. 

Mi.  Fitzgerald— I  did  not  intend  to  doubt  the 
gentleman  s  veracity;  I  did  n't  intend  to  say  such 
a  story  was  not  told  him.  I  say  a  special  commit- 
tee ought  to  be  appointed  to  investigate  the  facts. 

Mr.  Shaw— The  gentleman  said  that  I  stated 
that  which  was  n't  true.  I  told  the  experience  I 
had;  the  gentleman's  story  is  what  somebody  told 


him.  I  am  well  aware  that  all  Faneuil  Hall  and 
Quincy  Market  is  in  an  uproar  about  this,  and 
have  sent  up  to  City  Hall  a  price  list  much  less 
than  what  I  found,  from  personal  experience,  to 
be  the  prices.  I  stated  that  I  went  down  upon  the 
dump  and  found  the  price  or  Early  Rose  and  Blue 
Nose  potatoes — gentlemen  may  laugh;  but,  sir, 
you  and  I  remember  when  the  Blue  Nose  were  the 
favorite  potatoes;  but  now  it  is  th°  Early 
Rose.  I     don't     doubr      that     the      gentle- 

man has  been  told  so  and  so,  and  I  don't 
doubt  but  it  is  the  interest  of  Quincy 
Market  men  to  tell  us  so  and  so.  I  went  down  to 
the  dump  and  several  times  inquired  the  puce  of 
Early  R  rse  potatoes,  and  i.obody  asked  more  than 
$2.25.  I  purchased  some  at  that  price  for  the  lady 
in  whose  family  I  am  boarding.  Then  I  went 
down  to  Mercantile  wharf  and  a-ked  where  tbe 
lines  were— I  don't  speak  without  my  text— and 
the  name  of  tbe  party  whose  sign  bangs  out  where 
I  made  the  inquiry  is  Highland.  [Mr.  Shaw  re- 
peated his  previous  experience  in  inquiring  tne 
price  of  potatoes  at  the  markets.]  Some  of  my  best 
friends  have  been  to  me  to  ki  ow  why  I  am  making 
such  a  hue  and  cry,  as  it  would  affect  their  busi- 
ness. Merchants  in  the  neighborhood  who  rent 
stores  there  say,  "Why  do  you  want  to  prejudice 
our  business?"  I  sav,  "I  know  nothing  about 
your  business  I  am  here  as  tbe  representative  of 
the  people  and  am  sent  here  to  decide  upon  ques- 
tions thatj  interest  the  taxpayers  and  the  daily 
living  of  the  people."  And  when  I  see  an  appro- 
priation called  for  I  don't  care  how  many  members 
of  the  Council  are  interested  in  markets;  I  don't 
want  them  to  tell  untruths  about  me.  We 
are  elected  ?o  protect  the  rights  of  the 
people,  and  I  propose  to  do  it.  If  my 
worrhy  friend  had  sent  a  barrel  of  potatoes 
out  home  for  $2.25  a  barrel  his  landlady 
would  have  been  glad  to  receive  them.  I  forgot 
to  mention  that  a  well-tried  agent  learned  tnat 
potatoes  were  three  dollars  a  barrel  at  Boylston 
Market.  I  said  the  other  night,  and  I  repeat  it, 
that  round  about  Faneuil  Hall  Market  are  gath- 
ered men  who  have  n't  room  to  do  their  business, 
and  those  marketmen  not  only  desire  to  control 
the  prices  but  the  very  soil  upon  which  the  busi- 
ness is  done.  Sir,  is  that  democratic?  Is  that  re- 
publican ?    Is  it  anything  but  a  monopoly? 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  9—1  simply  rise  to  ex- 
press the  wish  that  this  committee  may  be  raised. 
During  the  past  week  I  have  investigated  this 
business  somewhat,  but  not  so  much  as  I  should 
wish.  I  have  n't  beeo  on  the  dump,  but  I  have 
looked  over  Mercantile  wharf.  I  don't  wish  to 
discuss  it  tonight  if  this  committee  can  be  raised. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16— My  only  desire  was  to 
have  this  subjecr  investigated  both  financially 
aud  "agriculturally,"  and  I  withdraw  my  motion. 

Tne  motion  to  refer  the  subject  to  a  special  com- 
mittee was  adopted,  and  Messrs.  Brackett  of 
Ward  10,  Fitzcerald  of  (Ward  7,  Shaw  of  Ward  5, 
Devereux  of  Ward  22  and  Morrison  of  Ward  9 
were  appointed  on  said  commitcee. 

THE  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7,  the 
Council  took  up  the  special  assignment  for  8  P. 
M.,  viz.,  resolve  that  it  is  expedient  for  the  Mayor 
to  apply  to  the  present  Legislature  for  authority 
to  appoint  by  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  fifteen 
persons  to  constitute  a  Board  of  Education  iu  this 
city;  and  ordsr  for  Committee  on  Legislative 
Matters  to  ask  for  such  an  act  as  is  above  de- 
scribed.   (City  Doc.  No.  53, 1875.) 

Mr.  Harrigan  of  Ward  1  moved  that  the  whole 
subject  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7—1  hope  that  motion 
will  not  prevail.  The  Board  is  aware,  through  th  e 
press,  that  the  School  Board  has  already  taken 
action  on  this  question,  and  that  a  committee  has 
been  appointed  by  them  to  look  after  this  matter 
before  the  Judiciary  Committee  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  to  ask  for  an  amendment  to  the  city 
charter,  and  a  hearing  has  been  set  down  for  to- 
morrow at  ten  o'clock  upon  this  very  question.  I 
am  certain  that  members  will  see  the  necessity  of 
taking  some  action  upon  this  matter  tonight, 
either  for  or  against  the  proposition.  The  School 
Board  are  anxious  for  this  change;  the  citizens 
cry  for  it;  everybody  wants  it,  and  there  is  an 
absolute  necessity  for  this  change.  As  consti- 
tuted today  the  board  has  about  114  members  who 
meet,  or  are  supposed  to  meet,  once  a  month  at 
least.  It  is  a  large,  unwieldy  board  ;  its  duties  are 
purely  executive,  or  ought  to  be,  but  it  has  be- 
come a  kind  of  debating  society,  and  necessarily 
so  from  the  composition  of  the  board,  there  being 
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many  ineo  of  culture,  each  of  whom  has  so 
many  ideas  about  education  that  it  is  not  strange 
that  debates  continue  till  late  in  the  evening.  So 
dilatory  is  cbe  board  iu  the  transaction  ot  busi- 
ness, that  last  year  the  list  of  text  books  was  not 
leaoy  till  October  or  December.  There  is  a  peti- 
tion '  befora  the  Legislature  now  for  tbe  elec- 
tion of  two  members  ot  the  School  Committee 
froin  eaoh  of  the  thirty-six  wards  into  which 
it  is  proposed  to  divide  the  city,  and  the 
new  board  will  retain  all  the  objectionable  fea- 
tures of  tbe  old  ore.  In  the  course  of  seveu 
years,  wheu  Cambridge,  Somerville  and  adjoiamg 
towna  shall  have  been  annexed  to  Boston,  the 
board  will  be  as  large  as  at  present.  There  are 
two  propositions,  one  coming  from  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  pioviding  for  the  appointment  of  fif- 
teen men  by  tbe  Mayor,  independent  of  locality, 
who  shall  appoinf  a  Board  of  Examiners  of  not 
more  than  fix  or  less  than  three.  To  that  plan 
there  are  many  grave  objections  ir  tbe  minds  of 
many  members  of  the  Council,  inasmuch  as  it  is 
thought  to  be  taking  the  po*ei  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  people.  The  Committee  of  tbe  School 
Board  thought  tbey  could  i  educe  the  number  of 
tbe  board  without  taking  it  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  people,  by  whicb  twenty-four  members  could 
be.  ehose^  at  the  ur xt  election,  and  a  third  of  the 
number  beina'  elected  every  year  thereafter.  It 
might  be  objected  that  that  number  is  too 
small;  but  I  have  taken  some  p^ius  to  look 
over  the  system  of  all  the  large  cities  in 
tbe  Uniteu  State*,  and  I  find  that  in 
San  Francisco,  they  have  thirteen  men ; 
St.  Louis,  26;  Chicago,  15;  chosen  precisely  on  the 
plan  adopted  by  tbe  Board  of  Aldermen;  New 
York,  with  a  population  three  times  that  of  Bos- 
ton, has  21  members  ot  tbe  School  Board,  and  they 
are  appointed  by  tbe  Mayor;  Baltimore  has  24 
members,  selected  by  the  City  Council;  London, 
with  an  enormous  population  of  3,000,000,  has  a 
board  ot  29. 

Mr.  Harrigan  of  Ward  1  asked  if  there  were 
not  in  New  York  a  large  Board  of  Supervisors  who 
do  the  duty  performed  by  the  School  Committee 
in  Boston. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald— Yes,  sir,  and  we  propose  tbe 
same  thing  hen°.  The  plan  proposes  to  have  Su- 
pervisors ot  Schools  to  do  what  the  School  Board 
are  supposed  to  do  now,  but  do  not.  They  are  re- 
quited to  examine  the  classes  every  quarter,  but 
if  they  were  to  perform  the  duties  requiiedof 
them  it  would  take  two  whole  days  for  every  quar- 
terly examination.  But  they  don't  do  it.  The 
obairinan  of  the  district  committee  goes  to 
the  examination,  and  no  oT>e  else  is  pres- 
ent. This  plao  proposes  a  board  ot  salaried  ex- 
sjniners  to  attend  to  those  duties  which,  from  the 
nature  of  things,  the  School  Board  cannot  do. 
But  I  want  to  mention  the  number  of  each  School 
Board  in  the  large  cities:  Cincinnati,  48;  Phila- 
delphia, 30;  Milwaukee,  2  from  each  ward  ;  Brook- 
lyn, 45;  Washington,  3  from  each  of  four  districts, 
appointed  by  the  Mayor.  So  that  m  all  the  cities 
of  the  Union,  the  duties  of  tbe  School 
Board  are  performed  by  a  yery  small  com- 
mittee. And  why?  Because  when  the  num- 
ber is  laige,  responsibility  is  divided ;  they 
often  have  to  wait  for  a  quotum  to  meet,  and  us- 
ually adjourn  without  a  quorum.  If  there  is  an 
extra  meetinsr  they  veiy  seldom  get  a  quorum, 
and  if  a  slight  shower  of  rain  comes  up  they  have 
no  quorum  at  ail. 

Mr.  Devereux  of  Watd  22 — Is  n't  it  made  the- 
imperative  upon  tbe  committees  to  visit  and  su- 
pervise, and  report  upon  ths  condition  of  every 
school  once  a  quarter  ? 

Mr.  Fitzgerald — Yes,  six. 

Mr.  Devereux— Then  I  ask  why  it  is  n't  done? 

Mr.  Fitzgerald— I  say  it  is  n't. 

Mr.  Devereux — I  understood  you  to  say  it  was 
n't  doce,  and  I  asked  why. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald— I  simply  state  the  experience  of 
members  of  the  board,  that  the  quarterly  exam- 
inations are  not  attended,  but  the  rules  require 
that  they  should  be  made. 

Mr.  Barker  of  Ward  15 — I  would  state  for  infor- 
mation, that  a  niece  of  mine,  a  teacher  in  Boston, 
says  that  not  a  School  Committeeman  has  been  in 
her  school  for  a  year. 

Mr.  Devereux— I  have  had  the  honor  to  be  a 
member  of  the  School  Committee  in  our  city,  and 
we  visited  the  scbools  and  reported  upon  their 
progress  as  often  as  possible.  For  that  reason  I 
was  asking  if  tie  School  Committee  here  did  n't 
do  as  we  did  in  the  Bunker  Hill  District. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald— I  merely  state  tbe  fact,  that  it  is 
.mpossible  for  members  to  do  what  is  required  of 


them.  So  far  as  the  examinations  are  concerned, 
the  schools  get  along  precisely  as  if  there  «vere  no 
School  Board  at  all.  A  change  in  that  board  is 
imperative.  The  people  and  the  public  feel  it. 
Then  the  question  comes,  Shoulo  we  have  a  larger 
or  smaller  board?  In  Chicago  tbey  have  tried 
both.  I  >,ave  seen  a  letter  from  Superintendent 
Ricard  of  Chicago,  who  says  that  under  the  present 
system  not  twice  in  eleven  years  have  the  board  met 
without  a  quorum,  and  a  full  board  is  nearly  always 
present ;  why  ?  The  responsibility  is  so  great  that 
every  man  feels  the  necessity  of  being  present, 
and  as  the  examiners  report  the  condition  of  the 
schools  the  board  becomes  familiar  with  tnem.  If 
there  was  no  distrust  in  the  ii,inds  of  the  people, 
there  would  be  no  objection  to  the  plan  proposed 
by  tbe  Board  of  Aldermen;  but  the  committee 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  better  to  re- 
duce the  number  to  twenty-four,  so  that  under 
the  present  system  of  nominations  the  best  men 
coulo  be  selected.  Here  is  what  the  Commrttee 
of  the  School  Board  say  upon  the  subject : 

"The  element  of  local  representation,  which  is 
the  oasis  of  the  present  mode  of  electing  tbe 
members  of  the  board,  while  it  undoubtedly  pre- 
sents some  advantages,  is  one  of  the  serious  det- 
riments to  the  full  and  efficient  worKingof  the 
machinery  of  the  body.  Members  elected  by  one 
ward  can  hardly  help  feeling  that  their  primacy 
service  belongsto  that  ward,— to  the  schools  with- 
in its  limits.  For  them  they  are  willing  to  work, 
to  sit  on  committees,  and  make  speeches  in  the 
board,  while  many  have  but  little  or  no  relish  for 
the  general  business  of  the  committer ;  and  they 
are  ready  to  go  home  when  the  questions  which 
affect  their  local  interests  are  disposed  of,  though 
'no  quorum'  be  the  result  of  their  withdrawal." 

That,  sir,  is  the  experience  of  rhe  board.  Mem- 
bers have  teachers  to  elect,  or  have  some  particu- 
lar plans  in  regard  to  their  district  to  carry 
through,  and  when  that  is  ^tteno'ed  to  they  leave, 
and  the  board  adjourns  at  ten  or  half-past  with- 
out a  quorum.  I  hope  the  Council  will  take  some 
action ;  whether  the  plan  adopted  by  the  Aldermen 
oi  the  otheris  adoptee),  something  should  be.  done. 

Mr.  Harrigan  of  Ward  1  believed  there  should 
be  some  reduction  in  the  board,  but  he  did  not 
like  the  idea  of  the  Mayor  appointing  fifteen  per- 
sons to  manage  that  department.  He  was  famil- 
iar with  the  Boston  scbools,  and  believed  them 
the  best  in  the  country. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  moved  to  amend  the  resolve  by 
inserting  the  act  proposed  bv'tbe  committee  of 
the  Scnool  Board  in  place  of  the  words  relating  to 
the  plan  of  tbe  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  that  that 
be  adopted  as  the  sense  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Bower  of  Ward  22  had  talked  with  members 
ef  the  School  Committee  who  did  not  agree  to  this 
plan,  and  he  could  not  vote  for  ic  UDtil  it  had  re- 
ceived the  indorsement  of  that  board. 

Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3  suggested  that  by 
having  only  twenty-four  members  elected  on  a 
general  ticket  all  the  wards  would  not  be  repre- 
sented, as  is  the  case  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  replied  that  tbe  plan  contemplat- 
ed no  morelocalization,but  generalization  instead 
of  localization.  A  member  will  look  to  tbe  inter- 
est of  the  whole  city  instead  of  one  particular 
district. 

Mr.  Devereux  believed  the  present  body  too 
cumbersome,  but  be  beliwed  men  coul  1  be  found 
in  the  wards  who  would  u tend  to  the  duties.  He 
thought  more  time  was  needed  to  consider  the 
proposition. 

Mr.  Whitmoie  of  Ward  4  moved  as  a  substitute 
that  the  City  Solicitor  be  instructed  to  appear  be- 
fore the  Judiciary  Committee  and  support  the 
present  petition  for  thirty-six  wards  and  two 
members  of  the  committee  from  each.  Both  plans 
would  then  be  fairly  presented.  The  plan  he  re- 
ferred tc  had  alreadv  passed  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10  thought  tbe  plan  pro- 
posed by  tbe  Board  if  Aldermen  a  great  improve- 
ment on  the  old  one.  He  did  not  believe  in  elect- 
ing the  School  Committee,  for  it  had  proved  to  be 
a  failure.  He  hoped  one  of  rheie  two  plans 
would  prevail,  and  preferred  the  one  from  the  Al- 
dermen. 

Mr.  Devereux  asked  it  Mr.  Sweetser  doubted 
tbe  soundness  of  the  people  on  tbe  subject  of  edu- 
cation. It  was  strange  if  they  could  not  find  two 
competeut  men  in  each  ward  to  perform  the  duties. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  tbe  order  would  have  to  go 
back  to  tbe  Aldermen  if  adopted. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  said  they  were  in  sessiou  and  he 
understood  they  we°e  ready  to  agree  to  this  plan. 
There  should  be  some  compromise,  and  that  had 
been  agreed  to  by  the  School  Board. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16,  ttie  pre- 
vious question  was  ordered. 

Mr.  Whitmore's  amendment  was  lost. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  moved  to  amend  by  incorporat- 
ing the  act  referred  to  in  this  order,  and  the 
amendment  was  adopied. 

The  order  as  amended  was  then  read  a  second 
time  and  passed— yeas  47,  nays  18. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Barry,  Beal,  Beot,  Brackett,  Bur- 
ditt,  Crocker,  Curtis,  Cusbing,  Cushman,  Damon, 
Day,  Edwards,  Fitzgerald,  Goliithwait,  Guild, 
Harmon,  Kerrigan,  Hick?,  Hiscock,  Howes, 
Jaques,  Kimball,  Kiagsbury,  Kingsley,  Lappen, 
Leighton,  Long,  Loring,  Morrison.  Newton,  Os- 
boroe,  Page,  Parker,  Perkins,  Pierce,  Sampson, 
Sprague,  Sweetser,  Thacber,  Tiull,  Wadsworth, 
Walbridere,  Whitcomb,  Wilbur,  Willcutt,  Wilson, 
Woods— 47. 

Nays — Messrs.  Anderson,  Cawley,  Clarke,  Col- 
lins, Coyle,  Devsreux,  Duggau,  Fitzpatrick,  Kel- 
ley,  Moley,  Mooney,  Murray,  Power,  Rice,  Shaw, 
Sibley,  Stacey,  Wbitmore— 18. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  A  arc)  9,  the  rule  was 
suspended,  and  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  moved  a 
reconsideration,  which  was  lost. 

The  order  appended  to  the  resolve  was  then 
passed,  and  the  two  as  passed  are  in  the  following- 
form  : 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil, it  is  expedient  to  apply  to  the  General  Court, 
dow  in  session,  for  such  an  amend  me  uc  of 
the  city  charter  of  Boston  as  will  authorize 
the  qualified  voters  of  the  city  of  Boston,  at 
the  annual  municipal  election  occurring  in  the 
year  1875,  to  elect  twenty-four  persons,  inhabit- 
ants of  the  city,  to  constitute  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation ;  the  eight  persons  who  shall  have  received 
the  largest  number  of  votes  shall  bold  the  office 
for  three  years;  the  eight  peisons  who  shall  have 
received  the  next  largest  number  of  votes  shall 
hold  the  office  for  two  jears;  and  the  eight 
persons  who  shall  have  received  the  next 
largest  number  of  votes  shall  hold  the  office 
for  one  yeai.  In  cas<»  two  or  more  persons 
elected  shall  have  received  an  equal  number  of 
votes,  those  who  are  the  seniors  by  age  shall,  for 
the  divisioni  nto  classes  hereby  required,  be  classi- 
fied as  if  they  had  received  the  larger  number  of 
votes  in  the  order  of  ages.  And  thereafter  the 
qualified  voters  shall  annually  elect  eight  persons, 
inhabitants  of  the  city,  to  serve  as  members  of 
the  Board  of  Education  for  the  term  of  three 
years.  The  persons  so  chosen  as  members 
of  the  Board  of  Education  shall  meet  and 
organize  on  the  second  Monday  in  January, 
at  such  time  and  place  as  the  Mayor 
may  appoint.  They  shall  elect  a  president, 
who  shall,  when  present,  preside  at  the  meetings 
sf  the  board,  and  a  vice  president,  who  shall  pre- 
ide  in  the  absence  of  the  piesirient.  The  unex- 
pired term  of  office  of  all  members  of  the  School 
Committee  shall  terminate  on  the  second  Monday 
of  January,  in  the  year  1876.  Vacancies  in  the 
Board  of  Education  shall  be  filled  in  the  mam  er 
prescribed  by  law  for  filling  vacancies  in  school 
committees.  A  majority  of  all  the  members  of 
the  Board  of  Education  shall  be  necessary  to  con- 
stituts  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  busi- 
ness. They  shall  choose  a  secretary,  not 
of  their  own  number,  an  auditing  clerk, 
and  such  other  subordinate  officers  as  they  may 
deem  expedient,  and  shall  define  their  duties,  fix 
their  compensation,  and  may  remove  them  at 
pleasure.  The  Board  of  Education  shall  have  the 
supervision  and  direction  of  the  puolic  schools, 
and  sha'l  have  the  powers  and  perform  the  duties 
in  relation  to  the  care  and  management  of  schools 
which  the  selectmen  of  towns  or  school  com- 
mittees are  now  authorized  or  required  by 
lav/ to  perfo'in,  except  so  far  as  tbey  maybe 
changed  or  modified  by  this  act.  They  may 
elect  teachers,  and  may  discharge  those  uow 
in  office,  as  well  as  those  hereafter  elected. 
They  shall  appoint  janitors  for  the  school- 
bouses,  fix  their  compensation,  designate  their 
duties,  and  may  discharge  them  at  pleasure. 
Whenever,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation, a  new  building  or  any  addition  to  or  alter- 
ation of  a  building  is  needed  for  school  purposes, 
of  an  estimated  cost  of  over  one  thousand  dollars, 
they  shall  make  a  statement-in  wiiting  to  the  City 
Council  of  the  necessity  of  the  proposed  building, 
addition  or  alteration;  and  no  contract  for  the 
purchase  or  lease  of  land,  or  for  the  erection,  pur- 
chase or  lease  of  any  building,  or  for  any  addition 
to  or  alteration  of  any  building  for  school  pur- 
poses, shall  be  authorized  by  the  City  Council  un- 
til such  statement  has  been  made,  nor  until   the 


locality  and  plans  for  the  same  bave  been  ap- 
proved by  the  Board  ol  Ed  ication,  or  by  a  sub- 
committee thereof,  duly  authorized  to  approve  the 
same.  Tne  Board  of  Education  shall  elect  a  super- 
intendent of  schools  and  a  Board  of  Supervisors, 
consisting  of  not  more  than  six  members,  and 
shall  defi-  e  their  duties  and  fix  their  compensa- 
tion. The  superintendent  and  the  members  of 
the  Board  of  Supervisors  shall  bold  office  for  the 
term  of  two  years,  unless  soonei  removed;  and 
tbey  may  be  removed  for  cause  at  any  time  by  the 
Board  of  Education.  No  member  of  either  branch 
of  the  City  Council  or  of  the  Board  of  Education 
shall  hold  the  office  of  superintendent  or  super- 
visor. The  superintendent  shall  be  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Supervisois,  aad  shall,  when  present, 
presid;  at  their  meetings.  The  votes  of  a  majori- 
ry  of  the  whole  Board  of  Education  shal  i  be  neces- 
sary to  elect  the  superintendent  of  schools,  the 
supervisors,  the  head  masters  of  the  Latin,  Nor- 
mal and  high  schools,  the  piasters  of  the  grammar 
schools,  or  the  di'ector  of  a  special  study  or  exer- 
cise. 

Sent  down. 

Ordered,  Th?t  the  Committee  on  Legislative 
Matters  be  instructed  to  appear  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  tne  House  of  Representatives  on  the 
Judiciary,  and  ask  for  an  amendment  of  that 
portion  of  the  present  charter  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
tou  which  relates  to  the  School  Committee,  so  as 
to  authorize  •  he  appointment  of  aBoard  of  Edu- 
cation, substantially  ia  accordance  with  the  plan 
adopted  by  this  Board. 

Passed  in  concurrence. 

THE  NEW  CHARTER. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6,  the  spe- 
cial assignment  for  9  P.  M  ,  viz.,  the  new  charter, 
was  taken  up  and  specially  assigned  for  9  o'clock 
next  Thursday  eve-aiag. 

STREET- SWEEPING  MACHINES. 

An  order  came  down  authorizing  the  Committee 
on  Health  to  purchase  eight  street  sweeping  ma- 
chines, at  not  exceeding  $400  each. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  opposed  the  order,  on  the 
ground  that  the  price  was  too  high,  when  they 
could  be  made  for  $300;  because  they  were  un- 
necessary; and  because  of  the  large  number  of 
honest  laboring  people  who  might  be  employed  in 
that  department* and  could  not  be  if  the  machines 
are  used. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  advocated  the  order,  as 
s    the  machine  did  its  work  well,  could  be  had  at  a 
'    fair  price,  and  would  prove  a   great  saving  to  the 
city. 

Mr.  Power  of  Ward  22  was  also  of  the  opinion 
that  $400  was  too  much  for  the  machines,  and 
that  they  could  be  made  at  a  fair  profit  for  $300. 

Mr.  Moirisou  of  Waid  9  believed  they  would  be 
a  good  thing  for  the  city,  as  he  had  seen  them 
work. 

Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3  was  of  the  same  opin- 
ion as  Messrs.  Shaw  and  Power,  and  believed  it 
would  be  a  detriment  to  the  laborers.  He  moved 
to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

'  The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost,  and  the 
order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

A  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  that  it  might  pass, 
by  Mr.  Perkins,  was  lost. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  for  an  expenditure  of  $250  in  fitting  up 
and  furnishing  the  armory  of  Co-npany  A,  Ninth 
Regiment.  Passed  in  concurrence— yeas  51,  nays  0. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  report  an 
ordinance  so  as  to  provide  for  a  board  of  three 
persons  to  take  charge  of  the  new  work  connected 
with  the  Cochituate  Water  Service,  who  shall  be 
paid  for  their  services. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10  moved  that  the  order 
be  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Water, 
which  was  heartily  concurred  in  by  Mr.  Shaw  of 
Ward  5,  and  adopted.    Sent  up. 

Later  in  the  session  Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6 
presented  the  rejected  ordinance  to  establish  the 
Boston  Water  Board,  so  changed  as  to  conform  to 
the  provisions  of  the  order  offered  by  Mr.  Shaw. 
On  Mr.  Kimball's  motion  it  was  referred  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Water.    Sent  up. 

PETITIONS   PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  13— Petition  of  John 
McBarron  for  the  refunding  of  taxes  eironeously 
assessed  in  1868-73.  Referred  to  Joint  Committee 
on  Assessors'  Department. 

By  Mr.  Beal  of  Ward  16— Petition  of  P.  H.  Field, 
Jr.,  et  al.  for  sidewalk  on  Washington  street, 
Ward  16.  Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on 
Streets. 
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CURBSTONE  ON  THE  TREMONT-STREET  MALL. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Common  and  Public  Grounds, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  remonstrance  of  Abbott 
Lawrence  and  others  against  placing  the  proposed 
granite  curb  or  any  similar  structure  alOLg  tbe 
Tremont-street  mall,  having  considered  the  sub 
ject,  would  respectfully  report,  that  previous  to 
the  receipt  of  the  remonstrance  sealed  proposals 
had  been  requested  for  constructing*  a  granite 
curb  on  the  line  of  the  mall,  in  accordance  with 
plans  and  specifications  prepared  by  the  City  En- 
ginper.  The  purpose  of  rhis  action  was  to  ascertain 
tbe  amount  of  money  which  would  be  required  to 
peifoim  the  work,  before  going  to  the  City  Council 
for  authority  to  contiact.  Under  the  ciicum- 
stances,  the  commictee  have  not  considered  it 
proper  to  open  the  bids  until  the  quesiion  raised 
by  the  remonsciants  has  been  settled. 

Upo.i  the  removal  of  the  iron  fence,  in  1873,  the 
sidewalk  was  taken  up  and  the  curhstone  set 
b  ick  on  rhe  hne  which  the  fence  had  formerly 
occupied.  The  root?  of  elm  trees  ru.o  very  near 
the  surface  of  the  ground,  and  in  placngthe 
curb  »n  its  present  position  if  is  piobi.ble  that 
the  principal  loots  extending  beyoad  the  inner 
face  of  the  curb  were  cut  off.  The  curb  whicb 
was  proposed  by  the  City  Engineer  was  to  be  lo- 
csted  on  the  same  line,  but,  being  heavier,  was 
sec  a  few  metier  deeper  and  extended  eight  inches 
nearer  the  niter  iow  of  trees. 

Aft^r  hearing  the  statemeats  of  those  who  rep- 
resented the  remon=crant?,  the  committee  in- 
structed the  Engineer  to  prepare  plans  for  a  curb 
to  rest  on  posts  established  as  i. early  as  possible 
in  the  holes  tormerly  occupied  by  the  fence  posts. 
In  carrying  out  the  instructions  of  the  committee, 
the  Engineer  finds  that  there  are  practical  diffi- 
culties in  the  way  ol  establishing  such  a  curb, 
thai  nothing  will  be  gai t ed  so  far  as  the  preser- 
vation of  the  trees  is  concerned,  and  that  the  ex- 
pense will  be  considerably  increased. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion,  therefore,  tbat  it 
wauld  be  expedient  to  establish  a  curb  in  accord- 
ance witn   the   plan    originally  prepare  i  by  the 
City  Engineer,  and  they  would  respectfully  rec- 
ommt'td  the   passage  of  the  accompanying  order. 
John  T.  Clark. 
James  Power, 
^amuel  M.  Quincy. 

GEORGE  A.  bHAW. 

M.  D.  Collins. 
Curtis  Guild. 
Pierpont  Edwards. 
Alb  us  R.  Cushing. 

Committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  contract  tor  the 
construction  of  a  granite  curb  on  the  tves.eriy 
line  of  Tiemont  street,  between  Park  street  and 
Boylston  street,  in  accordance  with  plans  and 
specifications  prepared  bv  the  City  Engineer;  the 
expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  al- 
ready made  therefor. 

Laid  on  tbe  table  on  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of 
Ward  16—21  for,  15  against— after  an  explanation 
by  Mr.  Shaw  of  the  substance  of  the  report,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

high  service. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10  submitted  a  reporc 
from  the  Joint  Commitres  oo  Water,  recommend- 
ing the  passage  of  the  older  relating  to  the  high 
service  in  a  new  drait.  as  follows: 

OrJered,  Tbat  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  be 
requested  to  consider  and  report  to  trie  City 
Council  what  changes  are  necessaiy  in  the  sys- 
tem of  high-service  works  to  meet  the  present 
and  prospective  wants  of  those  dependent  upon 
that  service  for  a  water  supply;  aad  also  to  con- 
sider and  report  upon  the  subject  of  laying  a  new 
main  from  Chestnut-Hill  Reservoir, 

Tbe  order  was  passed  and  sent  up. 

international  typographical  union. 

Mr.  Burditc,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
from  tbe  Boston  Typographical  Union,  No.  13,  and 
others,  for  tbe  use  of  the  Council  chamber  for  the 
sessions  of  the  International  Typographical 
Union,  submitted  a  report  that  it  is  expedient  to 
grant  the  request,  and  they  recommend  tbe  pass- 
age of  the  following: 

Ordeted,  Thar  the  use  of  the  Common  Council 
chamber,  City  Hall,  be  granted  the  Boston  Typo- 
graphical Union  from  June  7  to  the  11th,  in  order 
that  the  sessions  of  the  International  Typographi- 
cal Convention,  which  convenes  in  Boston,  June 
7,  may  be  cherein  held. 


Mr.  Burdiu  of  Ward  16  dissented  from  the  re- 
poit,  and  objected  to  granting  the  permit,  as  it 
mi>ht  establish  a  bad  precedent. 

Mr .  Morn  son  of  Ward  9  thought  that  as  it  was 
granted  some  fifteen  ye?rs  ago  they  had  a  lighi, 
to  expect  it. 

Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11  hoped  some  good  reason 
■wo'jlit  be  give a  for  granting  the  permit. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  moved  that  the  order  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6  advocated  the  granting  of 
the  request  of  these  representatives  of  the  art 
preservative  of  all  arts ;  he  knew  it  would  be 
pioperly  appreciated.  The  previous  peimir  had 
not  established  a  precedent,  and  he  felt  that  this 
would  not. 

Mr.  Howes  said  there  seemed  to  be  a  general 
opinion  that  every  one  connected  with  newspa- 
pers were  entitled  to  free  passes  to  theatres  and 
on  railroads,  and  various  otber  means  of  getting 
through  the  world  cheaply.  This  idea  was  repudi- 
ated by  all  tue  journalists,  and  for  that  reason 
he  opposed  the  order. 

"  Mr.  Guild  held  the  same  view  as  to  the  position 
of  journalists  that  Mr.  Howes  did,  who  hao  so  re- 
cently left  the  press  for,  it  was  to  ce  hoped,  a  more 
remunerative  business.  The  petitioners  were  not 
journalists,  but  printers,  who  have  to  set  up  the 
manuscript  of  journalists,  if  they  can  make  it 
out.  They  were  not  rneh  of  means,  aad  the  use  of 
the  hall  would  be  apDreciated  by  the  representa- 
tives of  rhe  craft,  whom  he  felt  assured  would  be 
bound  bv  any  regulations  prescribed  in  its  use  and 
return  it  in  good  condition.  1 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6  opposed  the  order  on  the 
ground  of  establishing  a  bad  precedent.  There 
are  plenty  of  halP  which  could  be  procured,  and 
which  are  more  convenient  than  this. 

At  the  suggescion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  the 
names  of  the  petitioners  were  read. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  explained  that  be  should 
vote  against  the  order,  thinking  the  piecedent  a 
bad  one  to  establish.  Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9  con- 
curred in  this  opinion. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lest— yeas  23, 
nays  26 

Yeas— Messrs.  Beal,  Crocker,  Cushing,  Day,  Ed- 
wards, Goldthwait,  Harmon,  Hicks  Howes, 
Jaques,  Kingsbury,  Kingsley,  Leighton,  Long, 
Loring,  Page,  Peabody,  Shaw,  -prague,  Sweetser, 
Thacher.  Wadsworth,  Woods— 23. 

Nays — Messrs.  Anderson,  Barry,  Bent,  Brackett, 
Burcitt,  Cawley,  Clarke, Coyle,Cushman,Duggan, 
Fitzgerald,  Flynn,  Guild,  Kimball,  Lappen,  Mor- 
rison, Murray,  Pierce,  Rice,  Train,  Walbridge, 
Whitcomb,  Wnitmore,  Wil'aur,  Willcutt,  "Wilson — 
26. 

The  order  was  refused '  a  second  reading — 25 
yeas,  25  nays,  as  follow*: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Anderson,  Barry,  Bent,  Brackett, 
Cawlev,  Clarke,  Coyle,  Cusbman,  Duggan,  Fitz- 
gerald, Flynn,  Guild,  Harrigan,  Lappen,  Morri- 
son, Murray,  Pierce,  Rice,  Train,  Walbridge, 
Whitcomb,  Whitmore,  Wilbur,  Willcutt,  Wilson— 
25. 

Navs— Messrs.  Beal,  Burditr,  Crocker,  Cusbmg, 
Damon,  Day,  Edwards,  Harmon,  Hrcks,  Howes, 
Jaques.  Kimball,  Krngsburv,  KiDgsley,  Leighton, 
Long.  Loring,  Pasre,  Peabody,  Shaw,  Spiague, 
Sweetser,  Thacher,  Wadsworth,  Wooes — 25. 

FANEUIL  HALL. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16  offered  the  following : 
Ortieied,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  strengthen  the  floors  and 
roof  of  Faueul  Hall  building  [recommended  in 
thd  Mayor's  communication  to  tbe  City  Council, 
with,  a  report  of  the  examination  of  the  same  by 
theTnspector  of  Buildings]  at  ir  estimated  cost  of 
$2500,  the  work  on  said  building  to  be  nerforujed 
by  contract,  or  otherwise,  as  the  '"oTnmittes  on 
Public  Buildings  may  deem  expedieut;  the  ex- 
pense to  be  charged  to  tbe  appropriation  for  Pub- 
lic Buildings. 
Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

comins's  primary  school. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16,  offeied  the  following: 
Ordered,  Thac  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  erect  an  addition  to  primary 
schoolhouse,  Francis  street,  Comins  District,  as 
per  request  of  tbe  Commitee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion, in  order  to  accommodate  four  additional 
classes  at  an  esdmated  cost  of  $20,000;  the  expense 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  already  pro- 
vided for  tbe  enlargement  of  the  Francis-street 
Schoolhouse. 
Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 


MAY       6,       1875. 
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PERMITS  FOE  BURIALS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  Messrs. ,  with  such  as  the 

Board  of  Alderman  may  join,  be  a  special  com- 
mittee to  examine  and  report  what  action,  if  any, 
is  needed  in  defining  the  respective  duties  of  the 
City  Registrar  and  the  Board  of  Health. 

Mr.  Whitmore  explained  that  there  was  an  ap- 
parent conflict  of  authority  between  the  City 
Registrar  and  the  Board  of  Health,  in  the  matter 
of  issuing  burial  permits.  There  being  no  com- 
mittee on  the  City  Registrar's]  Department  to 
whom  tbe  subject  could  be  referred  in  connection 
with  the  Health  Committee,  he  had  provided  for 
the  raising  o£  a  special  committee. 

Mr.  Jaoues  of  Ward  9  thought  it  too  important 
matter  to  be  acted  on  with  scarcely  a.  quorum 
present. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  it  was  necessary  to  ascertain 
if  any  changes  were  called  for  in  the  existing 
ordinances. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6  thought  the  Committee 
on  Health  would  be  the  proper  reference,  and  he 
moved  to  substitute  that  for  the  special  commit- 
tee. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  the  present  state  of  affaiis 
was  scandalous.  Two  departments  of  the  Govern- 
ment are  apparently  in  conflict.  He  thought  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  6  labored  under  a  misap- 
prehension as  to  the  intention  of  the  order.  It 
was  nothing  connected  with  the  old  fight  in  the 
Committee  on   the   New  Charter   regardin"  the 


placing  of  the  City  Registrar  in  charge  of  the 
Board  of  Health. 

Mr.  Crocker  said  he  had  no  such  thought,  and 
hoped  it  would  go  to  the  regular  standing  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Kimball  suggested  that  as  the  question  in- 
volved was  a  legal  one,  it  should  go  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  who  could  ascertain  the 
opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor. 

Mr.  Wbitmore  said  the  legal  question  had  been 
referred  to  the  City  Solicitor  already,  wh<~>  would 
decide  todav.  He  doubted  if  the  order  passed  by 
the  Board  of  Health  is  strictly  io  accordance  with 
law,  and  be  knew  there  is  some  clashing  on  ac- 
count of  the  ordinance  passed  two  years  ago. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Day  of  Ward  1,  the  ©rder  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

INSPECTION  OF  LIGHTERS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kimball,  the  ordinance  to 
amend  an  ordinance  in  relation  to  weighing  and 
inspecting  boats  and  lighters  (City  Doc.  No.  55), 
was  taken  from  the  table  and  passed,  after  brief 
explanations  by  Mr.  Kimball  and  Mr.  Shaw. 

Sent  up. 

NOMINATING    COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Long  of  Ward  8  offered  an  order  for  a  joint 
special  committee  to  nominate  an  Auditor  of  Ac- 
counts. Read  twice  and  passed,  and  Messrs.  Long 
of  Ward  8,  Day  of  Ward  1,  and  Wadsworth  of 
Ward  4  were  appointed  on  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11,  the  Coun- 
cil adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MAY    8,    1875. 


Special  meeting  at  one  o'clock  P.  M.,  his  honor 
the  Mayor  in  the  chair. 

THE  SAVIN  HILL  MURDER. 

The  Mayor  stated  that  the  meeting  had  been 
called  to  consider  the  expediency  of  offering  a  re- 
ward for  the  apprehension  of  a  person  who  is 
known  by  tbe  officers  to  have  been  connected 
with  the  recent  murder . 

Alderman  Burrage  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  honor  the  Mayor  be  author- 
ized to  offer  a  reward  of  $500  for  information 
which  shall  lead  to  the  arrest  of  John  Dennehy, 
the  supposed  murderer  of  Mary  Dennehy,  who  was 
killed  on  tbe  8th  day  of  April  last,  near  Savin 
Hill,  in  this  city. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

POLICE  APPOINTMENTS  CONFIRMED. 

Alderman  Burrage  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Police  recommending  the  confir- 
mation of  the  following  executive  appointments 
of  police  officers : 

Cornells  F.  Hogan,  William  H.  Clegg,  Charles 
W.  Boyer,  Thomas  B.  Clark,  William  O.  Llbby, 
Charles  Gillett,  J.  Henry  Gray,  James  R.  Glass, 
Edwin  Lougee,  Calvin  S.  Robinson,  James  P. 
Cunningham,  George  L.  Copeland,  Amos  H.  Esta- 
brook,  James  J.  Nott,  Roscoe  D.  Brown,  Richard 
L.  Thayer,  Henry  L.  Robinson,  William  F.  Perry, 
A.  Judson  Morton,  George  W.  Cutter,  Daniel  H. 
Bridgham,  Ambrose  H.  Abbott,  Charles  W. 
Glynn,  Reuben  Marsh,  Daniel  B.  Alley,  John 
H.'  Moulton,  Jeremiah  J.  Downey,  John  M. 
Finn,  John  H.  Connor,  William  D.  Maho- 
ney,  Jeremiah  Loney,  James  F.  Hogan,  Thom- 
as Kivlan,  Michael  Dempsey,  Daoiel  A.  Cronin. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  nominations 
were  confirmed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 


MAY    10,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS    DRAWN. 

Forty  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  April 
term  of  the  Superior  Court  (Second  Session). 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS    CONFIRMED. 

Police  Officer— George  O.  Richardson. 

Sergeant  of  Police— Charles  L.  Merrill  (promo- 
tion). 

Weigher  of  Coal — James  Tobin. 

Special  Police  Officers— William  O.  Proctor, 
Bunker  Hill  Baptist  Church ;  John  D.  Pierce,  Jr., 
Webste/  Hall,  Roxbury ;  George  W.  Randall, West 
street  and  the  vicinity;  Jacob  Todd,  Columbia 
street  and  the  vicinity,' Ward  16;  John  D.  Haines, 
Davis  S.  Haines,  Stephen  D.  Lake,  Henry  G.  Phil- 
lips, Henry  D.  Lampman,  Joseph  A.  Elms,  Dis- 
trict Telegraph  Company;  Henry  Packard,  Wash- 
ington Village  and  the  vicinity ;  M.  Shepard 
Boiles,  Spring  street,  West  Roxbury;  Frank  G. 
Martin,  at  J.  E.  Maynard's  stable,  Bo wdoin  square ; 
Thomas  P.  Bagley,  in  connection  with  his  duties 
as  Fire  Marshal  for  the  Underwriters. 

HEARINGS  ON  SEWERS. 

The  orders  of  notice  in  relation  to  proposed 
sewers  in  Alaska,  Cherry  and  Commercial  streets 
were  severally  considered.  In  relation  to  the 
Centre-street  sewer,  Mr.  Shaunessey  appeared  for 
bis  father  and  several  other  citizens,  who  had 
sufficient  drainage  on  a  street  in  the  rear  and  ob- 
jected to  this  one.  To  Alderman  Harris  he  said 
the  sewer  referred  to  had  been  accepted  by  the 
city.  Mr.  Whalen  expressed  tbe  same  view,  his 
land  draining  into  the  new  sewer  through  Mr. 
Gray's  land. 

The  petitions  were  severally  recommitted  to  tbe 
Committee  on  Sewers. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  P.  T.  Barnum,  for 
permission  to  have  procession  of  Hippodrome 
through  certain  streets,  May  17. 


To  the  Committee  of  Sewers.  Thomas  W.  Tuttle 
et.  al.,  for  sewers  in  Stoughton,  Hamlet  and  other 
streets  in  Ward  16. 

Davis  H.  Blaney  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Meridian 
street,  from  White  to  Eagle  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Survey  and  the 
Inspection  of  Buildings.  Fitohburg  Railroad 
Company,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on 
bridge  over  Charles  River,  Ward  20. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Johnson  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
new  brick  stable  for  forty  horses  on  East  Third 
street,  corner  of  H. 

J.  B.  Sanford,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new  wooden 
stable  for  four  horses  on  Highland,  near  Centre 
street. 

George  Shellhammer,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  stable  for  one  horse  on  Rogers  street, 
No.  42. 

Jerry  Murphy,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  on  Everett  street,  near 
Orleans  street. 

Norcross  &  My  rick,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old 
wooden  stable  for  four  horses  on  Myrtle  street,  in 
rear,  near  Centre  street,  Ward  17. 

Michael  Cummings,  tor  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  stable  for  ten  horses  on  corner  Tremont 
street  and  Pond  avenue,  Ward  15. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Common  and.  Public 
Grounds.  W.  A.  &  A.  S.  Cowles  et  al.  that  the 
cits  of  Boston  pay  a  portion  of  expense  of  sprin- 
kling streets  around  Sullivan  square,  Ward  22. 

John  P.  Barnard  et  ai.that  tbe  city  of  Boston 
pay  a  portion  of  expense  of  sprinkling  streets 
around  Winthrop  square,  Charlestown. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  W.  E.  Woodward 
et  al.,  for  lamps  in  Langdon  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Charles  G.  Bird, 
Jr  ,  that  a  passageway  leading  from  Dale  street 
near  the  Lewis  Schriolhouse  be  called  "Maple 
Park." 

M.  S.  H.  STsilton  et  al.,  that  Richmond  street, 
Ward  20,  be  paved. 

Amos  Cutter,  for  the  grade  of  North  Beacon 
street,  between  Lucas  and  Market  streets. 

William  L.  Burt,  for  leave  to  place  two  lamp 
posts  in  sidewalk  of  Devonshire  street,  at  Post 
Office. 

William  O.  Noble,  for  edgstones  at  Boylston 
street,  Ward  17. 

Massachusetts  Infant  Asylum,  that  Wyman 
street,  Ward  15,  be  graded. 

Moses  A.  Dow  et  al.,  that  the  city  pay  a  portion 
of  the  expense  of  sprinkling  City  square,  Charles- 
town. 

Daniel  C.  Rogers  etal.,  for  a  plank  walk  on  I 
street,  from  Fourth  to  Fifth  street. 

Thomas  Bancroft  et  al.,  for  a  retaining  wall  at 
end  of  Greenwictt  park. 

Barnstable  Savings  Bank,  for  edgestones  at  119 
Ruggles  street. 

James  D.  Thomas  for  edgestones  on  Vinton 
street. 

Thomas  Scanlan,  for  edgestones  and  brick  side- 
walk 41  Third  street. 

E.  S.  Johnson,  for  edgestones  and  brick  sidewalk 
on  Savin  Hill  avenue. 

Charles  A.  Green,  for  edgestones  and  brick  side- 
walk on  Savin  Hill  avenue. 

M.  Ellis  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  move  a  wooden 
building  from  rear  271  Havre  street  to  Church 
street,  Ward  1. 

M.  Drinan  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  move  a  wooden 
building  from  Hancock  street,  Ward  16,  to  Bart- 
lett  place,  Ward  13. 

James  Smith  et  al.,  that  Meridian  street,  from 
Lexington  to  Eustis  street,  be  paved  with  granite 
blocks. 

David  H.  Blaney,  for  the  removal  of  the  street 
railway  tracks  from  M  pridian  street,  from  White 
street  to  Chelsea  Bridge. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  FOR  CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Ordinance  to  amend  ordinance  in  relation  to 
weighing  and  inspection  of  Lighters.  (City  Doc. 
No.  55.)  Laid  on  the  table  on  motion  of  Alder- 
Burrage,  who  said  that  the  matter  required  look- 
ing into. 

Order  for  appointment  of  a  committee  (Messrs. 
Long,  Day  and  Wadsworth  to  be  joined)  to  nom- 
inate an  Auditor  of  Accounts.  Aldermen  Power 
and  Stebbins  joined  to  the  committee.    Passed. 

An  order  for  such  an  amendment  to  the  city 
ordinance  as  to  provide  for  a  paid  board  of  three 
persons  to  take  charge  of  new  water  works  came 
down  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Water.  The 
Board  concurred. 


MAY      10,       1875. 
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Report  and  order  for  Cochituate  Water  Board 
to  report  what  changes  are  necessary  in  the  high- 
service  system;  and  also  on  subject  of  a  new 
main  to  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir.     Order  passed. 

Petition  of  John  McBarron,for  the  refunding  of 
taxes  erroneously  assessed  in  1868-73.  Referred 
in  concurrence. 

The  petition  of  P.  H.  Field.  Jr.,  et  al.  for  side- 
walk on  Washington  street,  Ward  16,  carne  ud  re- 
lerred  to  Committee  on  Streets.  The  Board  non- 
concurred  and  referred  the  petition  to  tin-.  Com- 
mittee on  Paving. 

Amended  ordinance  in  relation  to  the  Boston 
Water  Board.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Water. 

REPORTS  OF  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor.  Report  for  quarter  end- 
ing Apiil30.  Receipts  tor  the  quarter,  $73,465.83; 
payments,  $76,109.47;  cash  balance,  $967.87.  Sent 
down. 

City  Registrar.  Report  fur  quarter  eoding  April 
30.  Receipts  for  certificates  of  iatentions  of  mar- 
riage, $414.    Sent  down. 

Fire  Commissioners.  Report  of  tires  and  alarms 
for  April.  Total  number  of  fires,  43;  confiaed  to 
ooe  building,  42;  extended  to  other  buildings,  1. 
Estimated  los^  on  buildings,  on  $23,781 ;  on  ?tock, 
$77,582;  full  insurance  on  buildings,  $179,475;  on 
stock,  $331,050.    Sent  down. 

ATLANTIC  AVENUE    LOAN. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following  (City 
Doc.  No.  587]: 

The  Committee  on  Streets  respectfully  report 
that  an  adoitional  sum  of  $30,000  will  be  required 
to  complete  the  laying  out  of  Atlantic  avenue 
from  Broad  street  to  Commercial  street,  for  the 
payment  of  land  damages  yet  unsettled.  The 
loans  authorized  for  the  prosecution  of  this  im- 
provement amount  to  $1,600,000,  and  the  expendi- 
tures against  them  have  to  this  time  reached  an 
aggregate  of  $1,503,505,  leaving  an  unexpended 
balance  of  $96,494.18.  The  grading  and  paving  of 
the  street  and  tbe  settlement  of  all  grade  damages 
having  ben  accomplished,  there  yet  remains  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  certain  land 
damages  which  the  committee  believe  will  amount 
to  $125,000— an  excess  of  about  $30,000  over  the 
balance  unexpended  from  the  amount  already 
raised.  Respectfully  submitted, 
John  T.  Clark. 
Thomas  b.  Harris. 
Roland  Worthington. 

Committee  on  Streets. 

Reterred  to  Committee  on  Finance.    Sent  down. 
orders  to  pay  for  land  damages. 

Aldeiman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Streets 
on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  orders  to  pay 
tor  land  damages  a?  follows : 

Orders  to  pay  for  wide  .ing  Shawmuc  avenue — 
William  and  Augustus  Bacon,  $3052;  proprietors 
of  German  Methodist  Church  on  Sbawmut  ave- 
nue, $402.    Sevei  ally  read  once. 

Older  to  pay  Osborn  B.  Hall,  trustee,  $88.70  for 
land  taken  in  name  of  Mary  A.  Chase,  for  laying 
out  ana  widening  Charles  street,  in  Ward  16. 
Reaa  twice  and  passed. 

Orders  to  pay  George  W.  Mann  $1167.75  for  land 
taken  in  name  of  George  Mann  in  extension 
of  Corey  street  to  Park  street,  Ward  17.  Read 
once. 

Order  to  pay  Ebenezer  P.  Robinson  $300,  widen- 
ing of  Hanover  avenue.    Read   twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  pay  heirs  of  Daniel  Dowd  $2757.80,  for 
extension  of  Eustis  street  to  Magazine  street,  and 
by  the  widening  of  Magazine  street  by  taking  358 
square  feet  of  land  from  estate  of  theirs  on  said 
street  by  an  order  of  Nov.  22,  1873;  and  an 
older  rescinding  the  order  of  April  27, 1874,  to  pay 
the  said  heirs  $3400.50.    Read  once. 

Order  to  pay  proprietors  of  India  wharf  $112,166, 
for  land  taken  and  all  damages  occasioned  by  the 
laying  out  of  Atlantic  avenue,  and  inciudirg  in- 
terest oo  said  damages,  by  %  resolve  ana  order  of 
this  Board  passed  Dec.  18, 1868,  upon  their  giving 
a  deed  or  release  tor  the  same  and  an  acquittance, 
etc.,  and  paying  the  claim  the  city  has  against 
eaid  wharf  for  filling  docks  and  building  sewers, 
with  interest  from  the  date  of  said  fillings  to  the 
payment  of  this  order;  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  laying  out  Atlantic  avenue.  Read 
once. 

Orders  to  pay  for  Northampton-street  district 
land  damages— Charles  Davis,  $1354.50,  laying  out 
and  widening  of  Hunneman  street ;  Moses  Colby, 
$6632,  laying  out  Thorndike  street.  Severally 
read  twice  and  passed. 


SEWERS. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Sewers: 

Order  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Centre 
street,  between  Heath  and  Amory  streets;  in 
Amory  s:reet;  through  private  land  east  of  the 
Boston  &  Providence  Railroad,  to  Boylston  street; 
in  Boylston  street,  between  the  Boston  &  Provi- 
dence Railroad  and  Boylston  avenue,  and  in  Boyl- 
ston avenue.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Orders  of  notice  for  hearings  on  Wednesday 
of  next  week,  at  four  o'clock  P.M.,  on  expedien- 
cy of  constructing  sewers  as  follows :  In  Dorches- 
ter avenue,  between  Commercial  street  and  Cres- 
cent avenue;  and  in  Highland  street,  between 
Marcella  street  and  Foit  avenue. 

Severally  passed. 

THE  FINANCE  DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Burrage  offered  the  following: 
Ordeied,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  be 
requested  to  examine  the  ordinance  in  relation  to 
the  finances  of  the  city,  and  report  whether  any, 
and  if  any,  whar,  amendments  are  necessary  in 
view  of  the  reorganization  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment consequent  upon  the  establishment  of 
the  Collector's  office. 
Passed.    Sent  down. 

SIGNS  TO  BE  REMOVED. 

Alderman  Burrage  submitted  the  followingfrom 
the  Committee  on  Police : 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief  of  Police  be  airected  to 
notify  the  several  persons  named  in  the  accompa- 
nying communication  from  tbe  Chief  of  Police, 
dated  the  8th  day  of  Mjy,  A.  D.  1875,  who 
have  h'ing,  affixed,  erected  or  fastened,  signs, 
showbills  or  showboards  of  any  description  what- 
ever, which  project  more  tuan  one  foot  into 
or  over  Bowdoin  square,  Court  street,  Scol- 
lay  square,  Tremont  row  and  Tremoit  street 
from  Scoll&y  square  to  Pynchon  street,  to  re- 
move the  same  forthwith;  and  in  caae  the  said 
persons,  or  any  of  them,  neglect  or  refuse  so  to  do 
within  ten  days  from  the  passage  of  rhis  order, 
the  Chief  of  Police  is  hereby  instructed  to  cause 
complaints  to  be  made  as  provided  in  the  twenty- 
third  section  of  the  ordina  ice  in  relation  to 
streets,  passed  the  29th  of  October,  A.  D.  1869. 
[Appended  to  the  order  is  a  list  of  the  several 
hundred  persons  included.] 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Health  ou  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  re- 
ports in  favor  of  granting  tbe  following  petitions 
for  permits  for  sta bles :  John  Conway,  172  Pynchon 
street;  F.  O.  &  J.  T.  Reeo,  corner  Canal  and 
Eden  streets,  Ward  22;  Edward  Lynch,  Norfolk 
street,  near  Capen,  Ward  16;  Samuel  J.  Bradlee 
(for  leave  to  place  a  horse  in  building),  250  Dudley 
street.    Severally  accepted. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committe  on  Licenses,  as  follows: 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted — C.  H.  Daigneau, 
to  exhibit  museum  of  curiosities  in  Charlestown, 
May  11  to  Jul j  1 ;  George  Carruthers,  to  exhibit 
natural  curiosities  at  39  Sudbury  street ;  Boston 
Base  Ball  Association,  to  exhibit  games  of  ball  at 
their  grounds  on  Franklin  place ;  Eliot  Dramatic 
Association,  to  give  exhibition,  June  17,  at  1179 
Washington  street;  Howe  &  Cusbing,to  exhibit 
circus,  May  14  and  15. 

Billiard  Licenses  Refused— M.  J.  ETanscom,  33% 
Howard  street;  Maria  Williams,  339  Broadway. 

Billiard  Licenses  Granted— Charles  Newman,  6 
Canal  street;  H.  D.  Parker  &  Co.,  Parker  House; 
Alexander  Clough,  corner  of  Centre  and  Bur- 
roughs streets,  Ward  17;  James  W.  Walsh,  532 
Main  street,  Ward  22. 

Auctioneers  Licensed — B.  Brande,  57  Meridian 
street,  E*st  Boston;  Edward  O'Brien,  161  and  165 
Eliot  street;  J.  E.  Warner,  16  Union  street; 
George  R.  Sneaden,  857  Washington  street. 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted— G.  A,  Colman,  to  run 
a  wagon  from  Tremont  row  to  Barnum's  Hippo- 
drome; G.  W.  Kezer,  91  Kilby  street;  John  F. 
Brabston,  express;  John  Tevlin,  508  Medford 
street;  Thomas  R.  Palmer,  25  Ben  net  street;  W. 
E.  Stewart,  express;  Norman  A.  Smith,  557  Main 
street;  J.  W.Drury,  to  run  vehicles  from  Wash- 
ington street  through  Dedham  and  other  streets 
to  Barnum's  Hippodrome ;  Fred  L.  Smith,  to  run 
a  passenger  wagon  from  East  Boston  to  Barnum's 
Hippodrome. 
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Dealers  in  Second-hand  Articles  Licensed— John 
E.  Adler,  34  Hampshire  street ;  Joseph  Collinson, 
214  Albany  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

Oidered.  That  the  license  heietofore  granted  to 
Hiram  Knight  to  deal  in  second-hand,  articles  at 
121  Merrim»c  street  be  and  is  hereby  revoked 
for  cause. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

POLICE    STATION  EIGHT. 

Alderman  Burrage  submitteJ  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Police,  representing  that  owina:  to 
the  flooding  of  the  cellar  by  tide  water  of  Police 
Station  8,  it  will  be  necessary  to  raise  that  build- 
ing at  an  estimated  excense  of  $10,000,  and  they 
recommend  that  that  sum  be  transferred  from  the 
Reserved  Fund  for  that  purpose.  Referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Finance.    Sent  down. 

TREES  TO  BE  REMOVED. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of  the  Board 
recommending  that  leave  be  granted  Charles  S. 
Reinhard  to  cut  down  two  tree-*  on  Bowdoin 
street,  Ward  16,  at  his  own  expense.    Accepted. 

COMMON  AND  PUBLIC  GROUNDS. 

Alderman  Powei  submitted"  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Common  and  Public 
Grounds : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum, 
not  exceeding  $500,  in  addition  to  the  sum  hereto- 
fore appropriated,  in  purchasing  trees  aud&hrubs; 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropiiation  for 
Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and' 
Public  Giounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  t-.xceeding  $100,  for  tools  and  repairs  on  the 
same;  said  sum  to  be  in  addition  to  the  amount 
heretofore  appropriated,  and  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Severally  sent  down. 

PAYING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  reports  and  orders 
from  the  Committee  on  Paving,  as  f  rllows: 

Report  lecommendiDg  that  leave  be  granted  A. 
D.  Webber  to  construct  a  surface-water  drain  on 
Chester  squae,  at  bis  own  expense.    Accepted. 

Reports  recommending  the  granting  of  per- 
mits to  move  wooden  buddings,  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions, to  M.  Ellis  &  Co.,  from  77  Prescoft  street 
to  Chelsea  street,  Ward  1 ;  John  Csivanagh,  from 
Walnut  street  to  Neponset  avenue;  M.  Drinan  & 
Co.,  from  118  Foundry  street  to  21  West  Fourth 
street.    Severally  accepted. 

Reports  severally  recommending  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petitions  of  John  R.  Wolston  et  al.,  that 
Chelsea  street,  Charlestown,  be  paved  with  gran- 
ite blocks ;  Sarah  F.  Lang,  to  be  paid  for  damages 
by  surface  water  to  estare  265  E  street;  Edwin  P. 
Seaver,  that  a  portion  of  South  stieet  be  paved 
with  wood  near  the  Bowditch  School.  Severally 
accepted. 

Order  of  notice  for  a  liearma:  on  Monday,  May 
31,  at  4  o'clock,  P.  M.,  on  petition  of  Miodlesex 
Railroad  for  extension  of  locations  in  Charles- 
town.    Passed. 

Ordered,  Tnat  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
authorized,  in  conjunction  with  the  abutters  on 
First  street  South  Boston,  to  water  said  street 
from  the  New  York  &  New  England  Railroad  to 
E  stieet  with  salt  water,  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
seiviug  the  roadway  of  said  street;  the  expense 
thereof,  not  exceeding  $165,  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Paving. 

Read  once. 

Also  orders  for  the  sprinkling  of  streets  on  the 
same  conditions  as  above  staled,  as  follows:  War- 
ren street,  Roxbuiy,  from  Dudley  street  to  Grove 
Hall,  at  not  exceeding  $1000;  Blue  Hill  avenue 
from  Dudley  street  to  Clifford  street,  $200.  Sev- 
erally read  once. 

Order  to  pay  Michael  Flusk  $100,  for  grade  dam- 
ages on  Do: chestei  avenue,  near  Fields'  Corner. 
Rea^.  twice  and  passed. 

Order  for  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  fur- 
nish and  set  the  edgestones,  pave  the  gutters  and 
macadamize  the  roadway  of  Fifth  street, 
between  P  and  Q  streets;  to  furnish  and 
set  the  edgestones,  pave  the  gutters  and 
macadamize  the  roadway  of  Thomas  and  Brewer 
streets,  Ward  17;   to  furnish   and   set  the  edge- 


stones and  pave  the  sidewalks  on  Athens  street, 
between  A  and  B  streets ;  also  to  pave  the  roadway 
of  said  Athens  street  with  burnettized  spruce 
blocks  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $4000;  to  furnish 
and  set  the  edgestones,  pave  the  gutters  and  mac- 
adamize the  roadway  of  Seavetns  avenue,  be- 
tween Centre  and  Elm  streets,  Ward  17;  to  fur- 
nish and  set  the  edgestones,  pave  the  ^utcers  and 
macadamize  the  roadway  of  Eliot  street,  between 
Pond  and  Centre  streets,  Ward  7.  Severally  read 
once. 

Orders  for  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  lay 
brick  sidewalk  in  front  of  estate  of  Charles  H. 
Bacon,  486  to  498  Harrison  avenue;  to  lay  brick 
sidewalk  in  front  of  estate  of  William  G.  Doe,  711 
and  713  Fomth  stieet;  to  lay  brick  sidewalk  in 
front  of  estate  of  John  Uonley,  59  Bartlett  street, 
Roxbury ;  to  lav  brick  sidewalk  in  front  of  estate 
of  David  Hearn,  258  West  Third  street;  to  lay  brick 
sidewalks  in  front  of  the  tsta.e  of  the  National 
Bank  of  Brighton,  on  Chestnut-hill  avenue;  to  set 
edgestones  in  front  ■  t  estate  of  Georee  F.  Wood- 
man, on  Greenough  avenue,  corner  of  Elm  street, 
Ward  17;  to  set  edgestones  in  front  of  estate  of 
Robert  McMurtry,  on  Beacon  street,  Brighton ; 
and  to  report  schedules  -at  the  expense  thereof  to 
this  Board.    Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  of  notice  to  owners  and  abutters  to  re- 
move obstructions  from  Seaverns  avenue,  Ward 
17,  within  ten  days,  and  in  default  of  the  same  tor 
the  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  remove  the  same. 
Passed. 

Ordeied,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
authorized,  in  conjunction  with  the  Boston  & 
Providence  Railroad  Company  and  other  abutters, 
to  water  Park  square  and  Columbus  avenue,  be- 
tween Park  square  and  Berkeley  street,  with,  salt 
water ;  the  expense  thereof  to  the  city,  not  to  ex- 
ceed $65  per  month,  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Paving. 

Alderman  Harris  asked  how  far  the  city  was  li- 
able in  this  order,  and  Alderman  Power  replied 
that  it  was  liable  only  for  the  amount  named  in 
the  older,  which  is  about  one-third  the  cost.  The 
same  thing  had  been  done  last  yeai ;  it  is  a  great 
thoroughfare,  and  the  Mayor  thought  the  city 
should  pay  the  whole  expense  rather  than  not 
have  it  watered  at  alt. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  directed  to 
abate  the  sum  of  $19.70,  assessed  on  Thomas  Lillis 
for  edgestones  and  sidewalks  at  153  Bowen  street. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Schedule  of  the  expense  $(570.23) of  setting  edge- 
stones on  Neponset  avenue,  between  Adams  and 
Mill  streets,  and  an  oider  for  the  proportionate 
assessment  and  collection  of  the  sane.  Order 
read  twice  and  passed. 

PROBATE  OFFICE. 

Aldeiman  Quincy  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  County  Accounts,  on  request  of  the 
Register  of  ProSate,  recommending  the  passage 
of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  P. 
R.  Guiney,  Register  of  Probate,  the  sum  of  $139, 
on  account  of  expenses  incurred  by  him  for  extra 
clerical  services  in  the'Probate  Office ;  said  sum  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  County  of 
Suffolk.    Reado;ce. 

FANEUIL  HALL. 

Alderman  Prescotc  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall,  recommenoi i  g  the 
granting  of  the  use  of  said  hall  to  the  ancient  and 
Honorable  Artilleiy  on  June  7th.    Accepted. 

BRIGHTON  MUNICIPAL  COURT. 

Alderman  Presco'tt  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  County  Buildings,  on  the  order  rel- 
ative to  providing  water  closet  and  urinal  for  the 
Municipal  Cor/.rt  in  Brighton,  recommending  the 
passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  County  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  provide  a  water  closet  and 
urinal  for  the  building  occupied  by  the  Municipal 
Court,  Brighton  District,  together  with  tho  tequi- 
site  cesspool  and  drains,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding 
the  su  oi  of  $1000 ;  the  expense  to  be  chaiged  to  the 
appropriation  for  the  County  of  Suffolk. 

Read  once. 

On  moron  of  Alderman  Bigeiow,  it  was  ordered 
that  the  regular  meeting  next  week  be  held  on 
Wednesday,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M. 

Oo  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington,  the  Board 
adjourned  and  stood  adjourned  to  tomorrow 
evening  at  7y2  o'clock,  to  go  into  convention  with 
the  School  Committee. 
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MAY    11,    1875. 


Adjourned  regular  meeting;  at  7y2  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

The  Board  held  a  convention  with  the  School 
Committee,  after  which  the  following  business 
was  transacted : 

PETITION    REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Wellington  A. 
Hunnewell,  et  al.,  that  Charles  River  avenue  be 
paved  with  block  pavings  from  the  bridge  to  City 
square. 

SEWER  IN  ORCHARD  STREET. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
submitted  a  report  with  an  order  of  notice  of  hear- 
ing on  Wednesday,  19th  instant,  at  four  o'clock  P. 
M.,  on  expediency  of  constructing  a  common 
sewer  in  Orchard  street  and  Orchard  park,  be- 
tween Eustis  and  Adams  streets  and  Chadwick 
street.    Order  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Burrage,  the  Board  ad- 
journed, and  stood  adjourned  to  Wednesday,  May 
19,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M. 

♦ 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

MAY    13,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  half-past  seven 
o'clock  P.  M.,  Halsey  J.  Boardman,  President,  in 
the  ehair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Report  of  fires  and  alarms  for  April,  quarterly 
reports  of  City  Registrar  and  City  Clerk.  Severally 
placed  on  file. 

Request  for  appropriation  for  raising  of  Police 
Station  8;  and  communication  of  Chief  of  Police 
in  reference  to  police  charitable  fund.  Severally 
referred. 

A  report  and  order  to  take  certain  lands  on 
Northampton-street  district  came  down  recom- 
mitted.   Concurred. 

The  following  petitions  were  referred  in  con- 
currence: Fitchburg  Railroad  Company,  for  leave 
to  eieec  a  wooden  building  on  bridge  over  Charles 
River,  Ward  20;  W.  A.  &  A.  S.  Cowles  etaU, 
that  the  city  of  Boston  pay  a  portion  of  ex- 
pense of  sprinkliDg  streets  around  Sullivan 
square,  Ward  22 ;  John  P.  Barnard  et  al.,  that  the 
city  of  Boston  pay  a  portion  of  expense  o£  sprin- 
kling streets  around  Winthrop  square,  Charles- 
town. 

Order  to  accept  the  "act  concerning  the  Treas- 
urer of  Boston,  and  to  establish  the  office  of  Col- 
lector of  Taxes  for  said  city."    Passed. 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  Treasury  Depart- 
meat  to  nominate  a  Collector  of  Taxes. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  to  amend  by  insert- 
ing "and  for  City  Treasurer,"  after  the  words 
"Collector  of  Taxes." 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9  thought  there  was  such 
an  order  before  the  committee  now,  and  the 
amendment  was  nardly  necessary. 

Mr.  Flyon  thought  the  amendment  could  do  no 
harm,  even  if  such  an  order  was  before  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  order  as 
amended  was  passed.  Sent  up  for  concurrence  in 
the  amendment. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Salaries  to  fix  the  salary 
of  a  Collector  of  Taxes,  and  the  allowance  for 
clerk  hire  in  his  office,  and  in  the  office  of  the 
Treasurer.    Passed. 

Order  for  the  fees  to  be  received  by  the  City 
Clerk  for  the  issue  and  record  of  licenses  (under 
chapter  99,  acts  of  1875')  to  be  paid  into  the  City 
Treasury;  and  that  $1200  per  annum  be  allowed 
for  services  of  clerks  required  under  said  act. 
Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Order  to  release  b^nd  of  Alex.  Dickson  as  Col- 
lector of  Taxes  for  West  Roxbury.    Passed. 

Order  to  assess  and  chaige  according  to  annex- 
ed schedule  the  cost  of  raising  two  lots  of  land  on 
the  westerly  side  of  Reed  street,  as  therein  de- 
scribed. Read  twice  and  passed.  Subsequently, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6,  the  vote  was 


reconsidered  and  the  order  was  then  laid  on  the 
table. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  report  if 
any  amendments  ate  necessary  in  the  oidinance 
in  relation  to  the  finances  of  the  city,  in  view  of 
the  reorganization  of  the  Treasury  Department. 
Passed. 

Orders  for  an  additional  expenditure  of  $100  for 
tools  and  repairs  on  same,  for  Common,  etc.,  and 
for  an  additional  expenditure  of  $500  for  trees 
and  shrubs  for  Common,  etc.  Severally  ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Order  for  the  purchase  of  7500  square  feet  of 
land  adjoiuing  Chapman  Schoolhouse  yard,  for  a 
sum  not  exceeding  one  dollar  per  foot;  to  be 
charged  to  the  special  appropriation  for  that 
purpose.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  the  erection  of  an  addition  to  the 
Francis-street  Schoolhouse,  at  an  estimated  cost 
of  $20,000.    Passed.    Sent  up. 

Order  to  strengthen  the  floor  and  roof  of  Faneuil 
Hall  Building,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $2500. 
Passed.    Sent  up. 

Order  to  appropriate  city's  share  of  revenue 
from  liquor  licenses,  after  paying  certain  ex- 
penses, to  the  reduction  of  the  city  debt.  Passed 
in  concurrence. 

STREET-SWEEPING  MACHINES. 

The  order  for  the  purchase  of  eight  street- 
sweepiug  machines,  at  not  exceeding  $400  e^ch, 
came  up  in  the  regular  order  under  unfinished 
business. 

Mr,  Shaw  of  Ward  5  said  his  inquiry  as  to  the 
necessity  for  these  machines  had  not  been  an- 
swered, and  he  had  yet  to  hear  a  sound  argument 
in  favor  of  the  change.  He  believed  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  City  Government  to  employ  the  poor 
people  of  the  city  who  are  out  of  employ 
ment,  as  has  been  the  practice  in  past 
years,  to  the  great  benefit  of  the  people 
and  the  taxpayers,  for  the  taxpayers  are 
thereby  relieved  of  the  support  of  those  who 
would  otherwise  be  paupers.  He  believed  this 
purchase  wholly  unnecessary,  because  it  would 
take  away  labor  from  poor  people  wh"  deserve  it 
that  they  may  earn  a  support  for  their  families. 

JVLr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  did  not  propose  to  make 
a  lengthy  disquisition  upon  this  subject,  as  it  has 
been  sufficiently  elucidated  by  him.  By  purchas- 
ing these  machines,  the  committee  are  satisfied 
that  the  streets  will  be  better  swept,  at  a  less  ex- 
pense, than  now.  One  of  them  has  been  used  with 
good  results.  Either  he  or  the  committee  did  not 
wish  to  deprive  poor  people  of  labor;  and  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  5  might  as  well  argue  in  favor 
of  dispensing  with  the  carts  and  having  the  sweep- 
ings taken  off  in  baskets,  to  provide  labor  for  poor 
people.  The  machines  had  been  carefully  exam- 
ined, and  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  committees  of 
both  this  year  and  last  that  it  is  for  the  best  inter- 
est of  the  city  to  bave  them. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  that  d:d  n't  satisfy  him,  and  he 
was  willing  to  admit  that  he  was  hard  to  satisfy 
upon  such  matters.  He  hud  seen  the  official  re- 
port of  proceedings  in  the  other  branch,  where 
one  Alderman,  competent  to  judge,  had  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  that  $400  is  an  extravagant 
price  for  these  machines,  and  that  $300  is  enough 
for  them.  If  they  are  to  enrich  a  patentee,  it  is 
time  the  taxpayers  kne<^  it.  There  is  a  principle 
in  this  thing.  He  went  to  the  extreme  in  public  im- 
provements; but  this  will  deprive  pooi  men  of  labor. 
The  poor  man  who  pays  ODly  two  dollars  taxis  en- 
titled to  the  nrotection  which  our  paternal  govern- 
ment gives  him,  as  much  as  the  rich  ;  and  if,  by  the 
Durchase  of  these  machines,  one  poor  man  is  to  be 
deprived  of  his  daily  bread  ,he  should  raise  his  feeble 
voice  against.  He  wanted  to  see  the  b^ne  and 
sinew  of  the  city  employed  by  the  city  as  it  ought 
to  be.  Mr.  Shaw  alluded  to  his  efforts  last  year  to 
get  the  city  to  provide  labor  for  the  unemployed 
poor,  to  the  large  number  who  are  penniless  in  the 
city,  and  said  that  more  than  a  hundred  calls  had 
been  made  uDon  him  for  assistance  within  the 
last  sixty  days,  and  he  pleaded  for  them  in  this 
emergency.  Let  this  $3000  be  used  to  employ  the 
hundreds  of  laborers  hanging  about  City  Hall 
every  day,  and  not  be  put  in  che  pockets  of  a  rich 
patentee.  It  is  a  duty  they  owe  to  the  people, 
and  as  such  he  advocated  it. 

Mr.  Perkins  honed  Mr.  Shaw  would  refer  those 
hundred  laborers  who  apply  to  him  for  assistance 
to  the  broad  fields  all  over  New  England,  which 
are  suffering  for  the  very  labor tbey  seem  to  need. 
He  happened  to  own  a  farm  in  the  country,  and 
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knew  it  ^as  impossible  to  get  laborers  to  work  it. 
For  ten  years  Mr.  Forristall  has  been  devising 
ways  anil  means  to  get  up  a  good  street  sweeping 
machine  drawn  by  one  horse;  it  has  ac  last  been 
accomplished,  and  he  noped  such  arguments  as 
are  used  by  the  gentleman  from  Waid  5  would 
not  be  allowed  to  block  the  wheels  of  progress  in 
this  direction. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  said  he  had  understood 
from  aD  Alderman  that  the  machines  could  be 
procured  for  $300,  and  that  thai  was  enough  to 
pay  for  tbem.  Another  question  w»s  that  the  city 
might  have  to  pay  a  rojalty  to  the  original  invent- 
or for  tbe  use  of  each  of  these  machines. 

Mr.  Perkins  explained  the  nature  of  the  nego- 
tiations for  the  puichase,  and  the  difference  be- 
tween tbe  English  and  American  machines. 

Mr.  Pag*;  of  Ward  9  inquired  whether  vhe  only 
difference  between  the  English  and  American  ma- 
chine  consisted  of  the  brush. 

Mr.  Perkins  could  not  explain  the  machine  in 
detail,  though  he  fcad  seen  it  work. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Elynn,  the  order  was  recom- 
mitted to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Health.  Sent 
up. 

NATIONAL  TYPOGRAPHICAL  UNION. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  moved  a  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  of  the  last  meeting,  whereby  was  denied 
a  second  reading  tbe  orc'er  to  grant  the  use  of  the 
Common  Council  chamber,  June  7-11,  to  the  Na- 
tional Typographical  Union. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  said  he  oppced  the  pas- 
sage of  the  order  at  tbe  last  meeting,  Relieving 
then,  as  row,  that  the  Common  Council  alone  has 
no  rig  at  to  grant  the  U9e  of  the  chamber  to 
any  one  outside  of  its  own  members  or 
its  own  committees,  though  a  joint  order 
would  supersede  the  present  rule  which 
places  the  room  in  charge  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Buildings  and  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings.  Then,  too,  he  bad  seated  that  it  ws;s  a 
bad  precedent,  and  was  still  inclined  to  think  he 
was  right ;  but  he  had  since  been  ir,  formed  that 
the  room  had  been  granted  some  yearj  ago  for 
this  same  purpose.  As  an  individual  he  had  no 
objection  to  the  occupation  of  the  room  for  tbe 
purpose  named  and  at  tbe  time  stated,  because  he 
had  been  infoimea  that  a  patt  aud  parcel  of  the 
meeting  is  to  consider  and  report  upon  matters 
somewhat  pertaioing  to  the  Seventeenth  of  June. 
If  that  is  correct  it  is  an  additional  reason  why  ha 
should  go  back  and  change  his  vote,  though  he 
did  not  say  be  would  do  so.  The  orcer  having 
beea  lost  by  a  tie  vote,  and  as  he  woi'ld  like  to  do 
as  he  would  be  done  by  under  similar  circum- 
stances, he  should  favor  a  recon  ideration  and 
then  like  to  have  tbe  friends  of  theoriier  state  tbe 
facts  of  the  case,  He  had  no  pride  of  opinio™  to 
maintain;  he  wanted  matters  explained — whether 
it  be  this,  or  the  use  of  sweeping  or  sewing  ma- 
chines by  which  bread  and  butter  may  betaken 
out  of  the  mouths  of  poor  men,  women  and  chil- 
dren; and  it  tbe  reasons  are  satisfactory  he  would 
be  happy  to  vote  to  give  the  100m  to  the  honor- 
able organization. 

Mr.  Devereux  of  Ward 22  hoped  tbe  reconsidera- 
tion would  prevail.  It  seems  uncivil  to  reject  the 
application  Coi  tbe  use  of  this  room  to  a*i  intelli- 
gent body  composed  of  representatives  from  all 
parts  of  the  country.  The  precedent  had  already 
been  established. 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6  said  he  bad  the  honor  to 
present  and  advocate  the  petition  which  was 
signed  by  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth,  by 
the  newspaper  publishers  and  by  every  reporter 
who  sitrj  in  this  room.  It  is  for  the  Council 
to  sav  whether  they  will  grant  the  use  of  the 
chamber,  and  whether  it  is  lsgal  and  proper 
to  do  so.  Cerrainly,  if  it  is  granted,  it  would 
be  appreciated  by  a  very  worthy  body  of 
men,  who  are  ^ot  able  to  put  their  hands  in  their 
pockets  to  a  great  extent  to  provide  accommoda- 
tions for  the  meeting.  As  it  bad  Deen  granted  to 
them  onoe  before,  they  had  good  reason  to  pre- 
sent their  petition  again.  Every  precamion  will 
be  taken  to  preserve  the  premises  intact,  and  the 
meeting  will  be  governed  by  any  regulation  that 
the  City  Conncil  lays  down  for'  them,  and  their 
sessions  will  interfere  in  no  way  with  the  trans- 
actions of  this  body. 

Mr.  Howe-'  of  Ward  11  said  he  had  trusted  that 
the  matter  had  been  finally  settled  at  the  last 
meeting.  Tha  most  earnest  advocates  ot  the 
measure  must  admit  that  if  it  ? ets  a  preceaent  it 
is  a  bad  one ;  that  being  the  case— the  Beecher 
trial  makes  lawyers  of  ns  all,  now— tbe  burden  of 
proof  lies  with  those  who  tavor  the  change.    The 


argument  is  that  they  are  an  honest  class  of  peo- 
ple, representatives  ot  the  art  preservative,  all  of 
which  is  true,  in  every  sense.  But  these  gentle- 
men do  not  come  here  to  elevate  the  art — to  bring 
out  a  better  form  of  type-setting.  Tney  come 
merely  to  legislate  upon  the  matter  ot  pay; 
whether  the  men  at  Washington  were  "cor- 
rect in  resisting  the  efforts  to  reduce  their 
wages,  and  whether  the  men  in  Boston 
were  correct  in  consenting  to  receive  forty- 
five  cents  instead  of  fifty  cents  per  thousand  ems. 
In  what  does  this  differ  from  the  'Longshoremen 
or  the  Crisp,  as,  or  dozens  of  other  organizations 
that  might  be  named?  He  didn't  wish  to  cast 
reflection  upon  trade  organizations,  because  he 
heaitily  believed  in  them;  but  he  protested 
against  any  invidious  distinction.  He  bad  a  ri^ht 
to  speak  on  the  matter  because  he  was  by  educa- 
tion a  printer  and  had  served  as  such.  If  this  is 
granted  he  did  r.ot  see  how  any  future  request 
could  be  refused.  The  gentlethea  referred  to 
were  not  so  poor  but  that,  as  he  saw 
by  the  papers,  they  were  to  have  exclusions 
down  the  harbor;  if  they  were,  the  more 
acceptable  plan  would  be  to  start  a  subscription 
paper  to  help  them  hire  a  hall,  to  which  he  would 
be  happy  to  subscribe. 

Mr.  Morison  of  Ward  9  said  the  members  ofrthe 
committee  from  the  other  branch  favored  grant- 
ing the  petition.  To  grant  it  will  not  establish  a 
precedent,  for-since  they  bad  it  sixteen  years  ago, 
others  have  applied  and  beeu  promptly  denied  by 
the  Building  Committee,  and  without  any  grum- 
bling. He  telt  confident  that  the  Common  Coun- 
cil has  the  right  without  a  concurrent  vote  to 
grant  this  right,  and  he  hoped  the  re  onsideration 
would  prevail. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6  said  gtntlemen  ate  very 
wrong  in  saying  that  this  is  no  precedent.  We 
don't  know  bow  much  trouble  tbe  Council  bad 
sixteen  years  ago ;  and  it  appears  that  other  so- 
cieties have  since  applied  and  been  refused,  which 
showed  that  something  had  been  done  which  it 
vTouldn't  do  to  repeat.  If  it  is  to  be  given  to  the 
printers,  why  not  to  many  charitable  societies,  of 
which  theie  are  thousands  as  worthy  as  this. 

The  reconsideration  was  carried— 33  for,  28 
against. 

At  the  suggestion  of  the  President,  who  stated 
that  one  of  the  days  of  meeting  would  be  the  day 
when  the  Council  meets,  Mr.  Shaw  moved  to 
amend  the  order  by  adding  the  words  "excepting 
at  such  times  as  the  Common  Council  and  School 
Committee  require  the  use  of  the  room  for  their 
own  purposes,"  the  words  "and  School  Commit- 
tee" being  suggested  by  Mr.  Burditt   of  Ward  16. 

The  ameudmeot  was  adopted,  and  the  yeas  and 
nays  having  been  ordered  on  motion  ot  Mr.  Mor- 
rison of  Ward  9,  tbe  order  was  passed— yeas  36, 
nays  28: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Anderson,  B^rry.  Bent,  Brackett, 
Burgess,  Cawley,  Clarke,  Covle,  Cushman,  Dever- 
eux, Duggan,  Fitzgerald,  Pi  tzpatrick,  Flynn,Guild, 
Harrigan,  Hiscock,  Kelley,  Lappen,  Mooney,  Mor- 
rison, Murray,  Noyes,  Osborne,  Pierce,  Power, 
Rice,  Sampson,  Shaw,  Sibiev,  Stacey,  Trull,  Wal- 
bridge,  Walsh,  Whitinore,  Wilson— 36. 

Nays— Messrs.  Burditt,  Crocker,  Curtis,  Cush- 
ing,  Day,  Felt,  Goldth  wait,  Harmon,  Hicks,  Howes, 
Jaques,  Kingsley,  Leighton,  Loog,  Lonng,  Moley, 
Page,  Parker,  Peabody,  Perkins,  Smith,  Sorague, 
Sweetser,  Thacher,  Wadsworth,  Wilbur,  Willcutt, 
Woods-28. 

RECORD  OF  MARRIAGES,  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4,  the 
Council  took  up  the  special  assignment  for  8% 
o'clock  P.  M.,  viz.,  report  o-.i  petition  of  M.  P. 
Wilder  in  regard  to  City  Records,  (Citv  Doc.  No. 
46, 1875,)  the  question  being  on  the  passage  of  the 
first  order,  viz.,  (the  second  one  having  been  pre- 
viously passed) — 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  be 
required  to  report  an  ordinance  providing  tor  the 
appointment,  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  of  two 
suitable  persons,  to  be  termed  Record  Commis- 
sioners, who  shall  be  charged  with  the  duty  of 
collecting  such  facts  as  will  tend  to  complete  the 
record  of  the  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  in  the 
town  and  city  of  Boston,  prior  to  1849,  and  such 
other  duties  as  may  be  deemed  proper;  said  com- 
missioners to  serve  without  compensation,  and  to 
be  removable  at  any  tune  by  the  Mayor  or  by  con- 
current vo;e  of  two-thirds  of  both  branches  of 
the  City  Council. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4— The  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Committee  on  Public  Library  was 
unanimous  that  this  order  should  pass.    The  mat- 
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ter  ought  to  be  very  easily  understood,  and  proba- 
bly has  been  investigated  by  all  who  have  exam- 
ined the  report.  Previous  to  1849,  very  tew  of  the 
records  required  by  law  were  kept,  or  at  least  are 
now  to  be  found,  but  there  is  still  time  to  make 
some  ai ran gement  by  ??hich  full  ietuins  can  be 
filed  in  the  City  Registrar's  office.  It  beiag  the 
duty  of  the  City  Government  to  complete  its  own 
records,  I  will  not  was.e  time  in  arguing 
that  point.  The  only  objection  I  have 
heard  is  that  it  may  lead  to  the  expenditure 
of  a  large  sum  of  money;  but  to  come  at  that 
idea  aie  the  words  of  the  order,  that  tbe  commis- 
sioners shall  spend  no  money  unless  voted  for  the 
express  purpose  by  the  City  Government.  It  will 
be  unnecessary  to  attempt  to  bind  any  future 
City  Governments,  and  I  can  only  say  that  il  the 
order  is  passed  and  two  proper  commissioners  are 
&p  corn  ted  by  the  Mayor  there  is  hardly  any  possi- 
bility of  any  appropriation  being  asked  for  more 
than  is  required  for  one  clerk  to  copy  the  records 
from  the  sources  of  ioformatiori  to  be  examined. 
It  might  incur  an  expenditure  of  $5000,  in  all;  but 
I  will  remind  the  Council  that  a  f-w  years  ago 
they  voted  five  thousand  dollars  to  Mr. 
Drake,  to-  prepare  a  histo.y  of  Boston,  but 
owing  to  his  inability  to  perform  the  work,  that 
appropriation  has  never  been  called  for.  By  the 
very  nature  of  this,  this  matter  can  ntvei  amount 
to  any.  considerable  sum  in  any  one  year — not 
more  than  the  adding  of  a  clerk  to  any  one  of 
the  departments.  I  have  also  been  asked  if  this 
is  in  any  opposition  to  the  acts  of  the  present  City 
Registrar,  and  I  am  happy  to  say  that  it  meets  his 
entire  approval.  It  is  to  place  documents  in  his 
office  which  he  has  not  been  able  to  obtain.  I 
shall  be  happv  to  answer  any  inquiry  in  addition 
to  what  is  given  in  tne  very  full  rspo'rt,  and  trust 
there  will  be  no  opposition  to  the  order. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7—1  dou'c  like  the 
wording  of  the  order,  inasmuch  as  it  is  compulso- 
ry upon  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  obliging 
them  to  report  an  ordinance,  whether  they  think 
it  expedient  or  not.  If  the  order  were  worded  so 
that  the  committee  were  required  to  examine  in- 
to the.  expediency  of  reporting  the  ordinance,  I 
could  see  no  objection  to  it.  It  looking  over  the 
report  I  find  that  it  is  for  tbe  Mayor  to  appoint 
two  suitable  persons  to  be  charged  with  the  duty 
of  this  office,  serving  without  pay,  and  that  it  in- 
volves au  expenditure  of  no  money.  I  think  it 
will  involve  a  great  deal  of  money.  I  find  on 
page  6  that  between  1630  and  1810  there  were 
60,000  deaths,  and  there  is  a  record  of  only  4700. 
Somebody  must  rummage  among  old  tombstones 
and  family  Bibles,  and  examine  old  peonle  and 
find  out  who  were  born  ia  taeirfamilies,  and  when 
they  married  and  when  they  died — all  of  which 
will  involve  a  great  deal  of  time,  and  nobody  cau 
do  it  without  being  compensated.  It  requires  a 
peculiar  kind  of  antiquarian  ta'te,  a  Aaste  for 
searching  old  newspapers  and  family  Bibles  100 
years  old,  to  find  out  where  John  Smith's  grand- 
father was  born,  in  this  country  or  at  Castle  Gar- 
den. I  hope  the  ord6r  will  be  passed  with  an 
amendment  so  that  the  committee  can  consider 
the  subject. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  argument  would  be  a  tell- 
ing one  if  this  were  the  first  introduction  of  the 
order  and  a  mere  opinion  of  one  member,  as  the 
technical  form  "required"  is  a  mere  clerical  error. 
The  gentleman  seems  to  forget  that  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Public  Library  consider  it  a  Ivisa- 
ble  to  have  the  order  passed.  The  object  of  hav- 
ing an  ordinance  is  to  give  stability  to  the  com- 
mission and  that  the  work  may  continue  after  it 
has  been  commenced.  I  can  hardly  see  tbe  ne- 
cessity of  requesting  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances to  consider  tbe  expediency  of  reporting  an 
ordinance  after  the  joint  committee  has  recom- 
mended it.  As  to  the  statement  that  it  will 
take  a  large  amount  of  money,  that  is 
undeniable.  We  are  obliged  to  spend  money  in 
our  day  and  generation  for  what  our  fathers  ought 
to  have  done,  but  which  they  did  not,  and  for 
work  which  has  been  lost.  It  has  been  the  law  of 
the  Commonwealth  since  1639  that  these  records 
should  be  kept.  The  report  says  that  this  duty 
has  either  been  neglected  or  the  lecords  have 
been  lost.  It  is  just  as  necessary  to  prove  ttie 
births,  marriages  and  deaths  previous  to  1847  as  it 
will  be  ten  years  hence  to  prove  those  occurring 
now.  It  is  very  far  from  tbe  committee  to  intend 
that  there  shall  be  any  expensive  rummaging 
around.  I  hold  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  the 
committee  to  frame  an  ordinance  under  this  re- 
port that  will  involve  any  great  expenditure. 
But  it   will    take  money,  and  the  work  will  bs 


spread  over  many  years.  Ic  is  a  act  that  in  this 
city,  where  there  are  two  laige  historical  socie- 
ties two  commissioners  can  be  found  to  hunt  up 
those  documents  and  tbe  city  will  have  to  pay  no 
more  than  it  will  cost  to  replace  them.  I  kno^  of 
two  church  records  now  which  are  in  the  care  of 
the  Historical  Society,  simply  because  there 
was  no  place  to  keep  them.  There  .are  a 
number  of  facts  with  which  antiquarians 
are  familiar  that  the  City  Registrar  is  not 
acquainted  with,  and  the  men  who  aie  fa- 
miliar with  them  will  collect  those  facts  for  noth- 
ing. It  is  a  matter  that  will  cost  money  and  ex- 
tend over  a  number  of  years ;  but  the  cost  will 
no,  be  so  much  as  the  salary  of  one  additional 
policeman.  The  only  expense  will  be  the  cleiical 
work  of  copying  the  records  and  placing  them  in 
the  City  Registrar's  office.  If  we  cannot  afford  to 
do  that,  we  bad  better  apply  to  the  Legislature  for 
a  law  to  abolish  the  City  Registrar's  office.  There 
is  no  intention  to  waste  money  in  searching  among 
family  Bibles;  but  tne  chinch  records  can  be  ob- 
tained and  they  may  be  burned  at  any  time.  This 
Detition  was  brought  in  by  the  officers  of  one  of 
the  largest  historical  societies  in  this  city,  the 
members  of  which  are  fully  aware  of  the  impor- 
tance of  this  amendment  to  the  records.  It  has 
been  fully  considered  by  one  committee,  and  I 
can  see  no  advantage  in  sending  it  back  again  to 
auother  committee  to  travel  over  tbe  same 
ground. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald— I  merely  want  the  Council  to 
understand  that  this  involves  the  expenditure  of 
a  great  deal  of  money.  The  indexing  of  tbe  pro- 
bate records  cost  ten  or  twelve  thousand  dollars 
for  work  right  unrier  the  Register's  hand,  and  for 
which  be  did  not  bave  to  rummage  among  old 
tombstones  aid  family  Bible*.  The  Histories! 
Society  wauts  the  work  done,jand  wants  the  city  to 
pay  for  it;  and  I  want  the  Council  to  understand  it 
will  cost  more  money  than  is  intimated.  If  a  gigan- 
tic work  like  this  is  to  be  done,  it  must  be  by  some 
one  who  has  an  antiquarian  taste,  like  my  friend 
from  Ward  4.  If  th's  work  would  give  us  com- 
plete records  I  should  have  no  objection  to  it;  but 
the  record  must  be  incomplete  at  best.  For  that 
reason  I  hope  the  order  will  be  amended  so  that 
the  committee  may  bs  requestpd  to  inquire  into 
the  expedie&cy  of  reporting  an  ordinance. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12— I  dislike  to  differ  from 
my  friend  from  Ward  7,  bur,  I  don't  think  much  is 
to  be  gained  by  referring  this  matter  to  the  com- 
mittee to  consider  the  expediency  of  it.  It  has 
been  considered  by  one  committee,  and  I  find  by 
the  report  that  tbe  gentleman  from  Ward  7  has 
drawn  the  matter  in  rather  vivid  colors.  It  is  not 
proposed  to  send  a  man  hunting  around  among 
tombstones ;  but  simply  notes  the  fact  that  there 
is  an  imnerfection  in  the  records  that  is  discred- 
itable to  the  intelligence  of  the  city.  Some- 
body has  been  to  blame,  and  as  there  is 
no  way  to  punish  the  debnouents,  all 
we  can  do  is  to  gather  up  the  scanty  "fragments. 
I  don't  thick  it  is  a  sound  argument  to  say  we 
shall  not  have  half  if  we  cannot  have  the  whole. 
There  are  church  and  family  records  which  can 
be  obtair  ed  f or  tbe  simple  labor  of  transcribing, 
and  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  send  an  antiqua- 
rian to  copy  inscriptions  on  tombstones  and  in 
f  arnily  Bibles.  It  is  a  duty  the  city  owes  to  the  peo- 
ple thatthese  records  should  be  oreserved.  Atpres- 
ent  time  it  is  almost  impossible  to  get  proof  that 
persons  were  born  in  wedlock.  We  have  men  of 
leisure,  of  a  peculiar  antiquarian  taste,  who  know 
where  these  records  are  and  know  tbeir  value. 
The  citizens  of  Boston  are  most  interested  in  hav- 
ing tbes«  records,  and  the  mere  question  of  cost  is 
insignificant.  I  am  glad  to  be  able  by  vote  and 
influence  to  correct  this  negligence. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  entirely  agree  with  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12,  and  I  think  it  is  very 
creditable  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4  to  have 
introduced  this  matter.  In  the  last  ten  or  fifteen 
years  the  Legislature  has  restored  the  old 
Plymouth  records,  so  that  tbsy  are  now  open 
to  everybody,  to  be  consulted,  especially  by 
men  who  are  descended  from  those  who 
landed  on  Plymouth  Rock  in  1620.  In  restoring 
those  records  the  antiquarian  nas  gone  back  to 
1608,  when  John  Robinson,  William  Brewster, 
John  Alden,  Myles  Staudish,  Isaac  Allertoa,  John 
Carver,  Edward  Winslow,  and  tbeir  compeers  left 
the  little  town  of  Scrueby,  m  the  west  of  England, 
and  emigrated  to  Holland  and  remained  there  till 
1619,  and  not  receiving  the  religious  liberty  which 
they  sought  for,  leembarked  for  the  New  World; 
and  after  being  buffeted  by  the  storms,  they  put 
into     the     little     Bay     of    Plymouth    on     the 
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coast  of  England,  and  tcere  giving  up 
their  almost  water  Jogged  crafts,  chey  again 
reemaarked  in  tne  Mayflower,  and  landed 
upon  Plymouth  Rock  iii  1620,  Tbe  historian  has 
recorded  that  tact  t  the  expense  of  the  Common- 
wealth, as  well  as  thousands  of  otrer  incidents. 
"VVby  should  n't  we  undertake,  in  ch^  city  of  Bos- 
ton, co  hring  befoie  us  the  recollections  of  the 
past?  Why  should  n't  we  have  restored  those 
dilapidated,  worn-out  documents  suggesting  to  us 
aDd  our  children  for  generations  to  come  tns facts 
of  the  history  of  the  town  and  city  of  Boston; 
that  they  may  rt  member  tbe  deeds  of  Governor 
Wintnrop  and  others  who  emigrated  to  this  land, 
and  subsequently  came  from  Salem  to  Boston.  Let 
us  bring  that  history  down  to  the  present  day. 
What  if  it  cost  a  few  pennies,  or  $1000?  The 
Commonwealth  has  never  hesitated  to  employ  an- 
tiquarians and  historians  in  restoring  those  old 
records  of  wbich  I  have  spoken;  and  why 
should  we  hesitate?  The  gentleman  speaks 
<df  rummaging  atnoiig  old  tombstones.  It 
would  be  well  for  some  others  to  do  so 
anc.  learn  something  from  the  history  of  chose 
whose  bones  lie  beneath  them.  I  tope  this  order 
will  be  passed,  and  that  the  honorable  Committee 
on  Ordinances  will  report  an  ordinance  which  can 
be  debated  at  the  proper  time,  as  the  r  report  is 
not  conclusive.  If  it  is  proper  and  right  it  will  be 
passed ;  if  not,  it  will  be  rejecter; . 

Mr.  Fitzgerald— 1  car 't  imagine  wny  the  little 
amendment  I  had  the  honor  to  offer  should  give 
rise  to  such  historical  recollections  by  the  geutle- 
in<n  trom  Ward  5;  but  I  am  glad,  because  I  have 
learned  something.  I  will  now  withdraw  my 
ameodment,  as  tie  gentleman  from  Ward  4  has 
one  to  offer.  I  simply  wished  to  dra  v  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  a  large  expendi- 
ture was  involved.  Bur  this  has  nothing 
to  do  with  the  question  of  marriages  and  deaths. 
The  g-ntlstnau  may  think  it  a  great  thing  to  go 
around  among  tombstones,  but  I  do  not  think  it 
requires  great  patriotism  or  boldness  to  get  a  cer- 
tificate or  marriage  from  the  City  Registrar. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  the  following  as  an 
amendment  to  tbe  order : 

"Provided,  that  the  said  commissioners  shall 
have  no  power  to  incur  any  debt  on  behalf  of  the 
city  or  expend  any  sum  of  money  except  such  as 
may  be  voted  expressly  for  the  purpose." 

Mr.  Shaw,  n  answer  to  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Fitzgerald  that  it  did  n't  require  any  boldness  to 
get  a  marriage  certificate,  said  he  noticed  tbe  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  7  had  n't  been  bold  en  ugh  yet 
to  try  it  himself,  and  did  n't  lsnowwhether  it  does 
or  not. 

The  amendment  was  adopted  and  the  order  as 
amended  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed. 
Sent  up. 

SUFFOLK  STREET    DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5  suomitted  the  following: 
The  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  Northamp- 
ton street  Drstrict,  to  whom  was  reteired  the  un- 
fini  -bed  business  relating  io  ths  improvements  on 
the  Suffolk-street  district,  beg  leave  to  submit 
the  folio  wine  report: 

On  the  2d  of  November,  1870,  the  city  entered 
into  a  contract  with  Manuel  &  Haynes  (afterwards 
assigned  to  Phineas  E.  Gay)  for  furnishing  and 
delivering  gravel  on  the  territory  included  within 
the  Suffolk-street  district,  so  called,  ?o  as  to  raise 
the  grade  of  tbe  territory  and  abate  the  nuisance 
thereon  caused  by  impaired  drainage.  The  price 
to  be  paid  therefor  was  $7.50  per  square  of 
eight  cubic  yards;  and  the  contract  pro- 
vided that  the  amount  furnished  by  the 
contractor  was  to  bs  aetei mined  by  the  measure- 
ments of  the  City  Engineer  at  the  bank  f  ;om 
which  the  gravel  was  taken,  The  work  was  com- 
pleted on  the  10th  of  July,  1872,  and  the  ft  al  esti- 
mate of  Mr.  Crafts,  at  that  time  C'ty  Engineer, 
was  as  f  jUows: 

25,823  squares,  at  $7.50 $193,072.50 

Deduct  previous  payments 178,375.50 

$15,297.00 
The  contractor,  who  had  from  time  to  time  dur- 
ing the  progress  of  the  work  expressed  dissatis- 
raction  with  the  measurements  of  the  City  En- 
gineer, demurred  to  tbe  final  estimate  and  refused 
to  accept  the  amount  named  in  full  settlement  of 
his  contract.  The  case  had  become  somewhat 
complicated  by  the  city's  having  contract'  d  for 
th^  delivery  on  the  same  territory  of  earth  taken 
from  Fort  Hill,  and  having  permitted  the  re- 
moval of  gravel  for  other  purposes  from  the  bank 
from  which  giavel  was  being  taken  unoer  the  con- 
tract with  Mr.  Gsy. 


Fiom  the  statement  of  the  City  E;  giueei, 
it  appears  that  6441  squaies,  or  13,674  car 
loads,  were  delivered  in  vhe  beginning  by 
the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad,  about  which 
there  was  no  dispute.  The  remaining  portion — 
19,382  squares,  or  46,418  car  loads— was  delivered 
from  a  gravel  bank  near  the  Cottage  Farm  sta- 
tion. About  the  number  of  carloads  from  that 
place  there  was  no  dispute  ;  +he  question  was  in 
regard  to  the  amouo  t  of  earth  which  the  cars  con- 
tained. According  to  the  estimates  of  the  City 
Engineer,  the  amount  of  errth  contained  in  each 
car  would  average  about  3%  cubic  ys.rds.  The 
cars,  if  evenly  filled,  would  hold  by  actual  meas- 
urement something  over  four  cubic  yaids,  and 
the  contractor  claims  that  the  average  contents 
of  each  amounted  to  at  least  four  cubic  yards; 
that  iu,  that  there  were  enough  cars  in  which  ths 
gravel  was  heaped  up  to  more  than  make  good 
any  deficiency  m  those  which  ?? ere  partially  filled. 
On  that  basis' the  account  would  have  .stood  thus: 
46,418  carload.-',  four  yards  eaclj,  185,672  yirds, 
equal  ro  23,209  squares,  or  3827  squares  more  than 
the  estimates  of  the  Citv  Engi  aeer,  w  nich,  at  §7.50 
p^r  square,  woulii  amount  to  $28,702.50. 

'The  committee  having  charge  ot  the  work  on 
the  district  at  the  time  the  contract  was  completed 
refused  to  review  the  estimate.-;  of  ths  City  Engi- 
neer, and  the  claim  was  taken  into  court.  The 
Audito-  to  whom  it  was  referred  has  recently  re- 
ported in  favor  of  the  city;  hut  the  contract ir 
still  has  the  right  to  go  before  a  jury.  Before  do- 
ing so,  however,  he  comes  before  the  City  Council 
to  ask  for  an  adjustment  of  his  claim  upon  an 
equitable  basis.  The  Assistant  City  Solicitor, 
who  has  had  charge  of  the  c«.se  for  the  city,  is  of 
opimoa  that  it  would  be  advisable,  under  the 
present  circumstances,  to  settle  the  case  if  it  can 
bb  done  by  making  a  small  advance  oo  tbe  esti- 
mates of  the  Engineer.  After  conferring  upon 
the  subject,  the  contractor  has  agreed  to  a  propo- 
sitioa  submitted  by  the  committee,  ana  approved 
by  the  Assistant  Solicitor,  to  accept  m  full  settle- 
ment of  the  amount  due  him  the  sum  of  $23,000 
Theamouctdue  on  the  estimate  of  the  City  En- 
gineer, July  10,  1872,  was  $15,297.  Wrfi  interest 
added,  to  this  date,  at  six  per  cent,  per  annum, 
the  amount  would  be  increased  to  $17,897.  '  It  ap- 
pears, therefore,  that  upoj  this  proposition  tie 
contractor  would  receive  about  $5000  on  his  clsiim 
of  ov?r  $28,000. 

The  unexpended  balance  of  the  appropriation  for 
the  Suffolk-street  district  improvement  amounts 
at  this  time  to  $15,571.36.  There  is  now  due  fioin 
the  city  on  account  of  unsettled  estates  on  ths  dis- 
trict about  $26,000.  If  we  add  to  this  the  amount 
pioposed  in  settlement  of  Mr.  Gay's  contiact  it 
gives  a  total  of  $49,000,  leaving  (after  deducting 
the  amount  unexpended)  the  sum  of  $33,500  to  be 
provided  by  loan  or  ttansfer. 

The  committee  would  respectfully  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  orders. 
For  the  Committee, 

S.  B.  Stebbi^s,  Chairman, 
On  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
Amos  L.  Noyes, 

For  the  Committee  on  the  part  of  the  Common 
Council. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Northamp- 
ton-street District  be  and  they  are  hereby  author- 
ized to  allow  and  pay  to  Phineas  E.  Gay  the  sum 
of  $23,000,  in  full  settlement  of  his  claim  against 
the  city  of  Boston  on  account  of  work  performed 
under  a  contiact  between  the  said 'city  and  Wil- 
lard  Manuel  and  Edward  Hayne5  ;  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Suffolk-street 
District. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  re- 
quested to  report  an  order  providing  the  means 
for  settling  the  unadjvsted  claims  on  the  Suffolk- 
street  District. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Noyes,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance.    Sent  up. 

claim  settled. 

Mr.  Tbacher  of  Ward  15  submitted  a  report 
from  the  Committee  on  Claims,  that  Sarab  M. 
Bemis  had  accepted  $500  in  settlement  of  her 
claim  for  compensation  for  personal  injuries 
caused  by  a  defect  in  Brooks  street,  East  Boston. 
Accepted.    Sent  up. 

OVERSEERS  OF  POOR. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9  submitted  a  report  from 
tbe  Joint  Committee  on  the  Treasury  Department 
recommending  tbat  the  request  of  the  Overseers 
of  the  Poor  for  leave  to  take  certain  old  records 
of  the  town  of  Brighton  he  reteried  to  the  Joint 
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Committee  on   the    Assessors'   Department, 
cepted.    Sent  up. 


Ac- 


THE  WATER  BOAED. 


Mr.  Swestssr  of  Ward  10  submitted  the  follow- 
ing majority  and  minority  reports  from  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Water: 

Majority  Report.  The  Joint  Standinp;  Commit- 
tee on  Water,  to  v.hom  were  referred  the  order 
and  ordinance  in  relation  to  the  reorganization  of 
the  Cochituate  anfl  Mystic  water  boards,  having 
considered  the  subject,  would  respectfully  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  the  accompanying  ordinance, 
which  provides  for  the  union  ot  tbe  two  boards  io 
accoi  dance  witti  the  provisions  of  tbe  act  author- 
izing tbe  annexation  of  Cbarlestown  to  Boston. 
Under  tbe  provisions  of  the  proposed  ordinance 
the  new  board  will  consist  of  nine  persons,  name- 
ly, one  member  of  the  Board  of  Aldeimen  and 
two  members  of  the  Common  Council,  elected  an- 
nually b.v  concurrent  vote  of  the  City  Council; 
one  person  (not  a  member  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil) appointed  by  the  Mayor,  with  the  apptoval 
of  the  City  Council,  for  a  term  of  three  years,  and 
five  persons  (not  members  of  the  City  Council) 
elected  by  cotcurrent  vote  of  the  City  Council  to" 
serve  for  a  period  of  three  years  each.  The  per- 
son appointed  by  tbe  Mayor  is  to  be  president  of 
the  board,  devote  all  his  time  to  the  duties  of  his 
office,  and  receive  sucb  compensation  for  his  ser- 
vices as  the  City  Council  may  determine.  The 
other  members  of  tbe  board  are  to  serve  without 
compensation.  On  the  first  organization  of  this 
board  it  is  necessary  to  include  the  member  of  the 
present  Mystic  Water  Board  wbose  term  of  office 
expires  on  the  first  of  Apiil,  1876. 

The  powers  and  duties  conferred  on  the  new 
board  are  the  same  as  those  proposed  to  be  con- 
ferred on  the  Boston  Water  Board. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

John  T.  Clark. 

John  Sweetser. 

N.  S.  Wilbur. 

Henry  W.  Wilson. 

Emory  D.  Leighton. 

P.  Edwards. 

An  Ordinance 

in  relation  to  the  care  and  management  of  the  Co- 
chituate  and  Mystic  water  works. 

Be  it  ordained,  etc., 

Section  1.  Tbe  Mystic  Water  Board  is  Hereby 
united  to  and  made  a  part  of  the  Cochituate  Wa- 
ter Board,  tbe  union  to  take  effect  upon  the  reor- 
ganization of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  as 
hereinafter  provided. 

Sect.  2.  The  Cochituate  Water  Board  shall  con- 
sist of  nine  persons,  of  whom  one  shall  be  a  mem- 
ber of  tbe  Board  of  Aldermen,  two  shall  be  mem- 
bers of  the  Common  Council,  and  six  shall  be  citi- 
zens atlarsre.  The  member  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men and  the  two  members  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil shall  be  elected  by  the  concurrent  vote  of  the 
City  Council.  Of  the  citizens  at  large,  one 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  Mayor,  with 
the  approval  of  the  City  Council,  and 
five  shall  be  elected  by  concurrent  vote  of  the  City 
Council;  provided,  however,  that  upon  the  fiisc 
organization  of  the  said  Cochituate  Water  Board 
the  member  of  the  Mystic  Water  Board  whose 
term  of  office  has  not  expiied  shall  constitute  one 
of  said  five  citizens  at  large  during  the  unexpired 
term  for  which  he  was  originally  elected.  On  the 
first  election  from  the  citizens  at  large  ooe  shall 
be  elected  to  hold  office  until  the  first  Monday  in 
May,  in  the  year  1876 ;  two  shall  be  elected  to  hold 
office  until  the  first  Monday  in  May,  in  the  year 
1877,  and  one  shall  be  elected  to  hold  office  until 
the  first  Monday  in  May,  in  the  year  1878.  In  the 
month  of  March  or  April  in  the  year  1876,  and  tri- 
ennially  afterwards,  tbe  City  Council  shall  elect, 
by  coucurrent  vote,  two  peisons,  not  members  of 
the  City  Council,  to  be  members  of  the  said  board 
for  the  term  of  three  years.  In  the  month  of 
March  or  Api  il  in  the  year  1877,  and  triennially 
afterwards,  the  City  Council  shall  elect,  by  con- 
current vote,  two  persons,  not  members  of  the 
City  Council,  to  be  members  of  the  said  board  for 
the  term  of  three  years.  In  the  month  of  March 
or  April  in  tha  year  1878,  and  triennially 
afterwards  the  City  Council  shall  elect,  by  con- 
current vote,  one  person  not  a  member  of  the  City 
Council,  to  be  a  member  of  the  said  board  for  the 
term  of  three  years.  The  person  first  appointed 
by  the  Mayor,  with  the  approval  of  tha  City 
Council,  shall  hold  office  until  the  first  Monday  in 
May  in  the  year  1878.  In  the  month  of  March  or 
April,  in  the  year  1878,  and  triennially  afterwards, 


the  Mayor  shall  appoint,  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  Cty  Council,  one  person  to  be  a  member 
of  the  said  board  for  a  term  of  three  years  from 
the  first  Monday  in  May  in  the  year  in  which  he  is 
appointed.  The  members  first  elected  from  tbe 
Board  of  Aldermen  and  the  Common  Council 
shall  hold,  office  until  the  first  Monday  ia  January 
in  the  ysar  1876.  In  the  month  of  January  in  the 
year  1876,  and  annually  afterwards,  there  shall  be 
elected  by  concurrent  vote  of  the  City  Countil 
one  Alderman  and  twoCcuncilmen  to  be' members 
of  said  board. 

The  persons  elected  or  appointed,  as  hereinbe- 
fore provided,  shall  severally  hold  office 
until  their  successors  ate  appointed  or 
they  are  removed.  Any  member  of  said 
board  may  at  any  time  be  removed  by 
the  Mayor,  with  the  consent  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil, or  he  may  be  removed  by  vote  of  two-third's 
of  the  whole  of  each  branch  of  the  City  Council, 
by  vote  taken  by  yea  a  ad  nay.  All  vacancies  oc- 
curring in  said  Board  shall  be  filled  for  the  unex- 
pired te.m  in  the  same  manner  in  which  the  oiig- 
inal  appointments  are  herein  directed  to  be  made. 

Sect.  3.  As  soon  as  may  be  after  the  passage  of 
this  ordinance  the  members  of  tae  Cochituate 
Water  Board  shall  be  chosen  as  provided  in  sec- 
tion 2  and  shall  enter  forthwith  upon  ths  dis- 
charge of  their  duties.  Tbe  person  appointed  by 
the  Mayor  shall  be  President  of  the  board.  He 
shall  devote  his  time  to  the  duties  of  the  office, 
and  shall  receive  yuch  compensation  for  his  ser- 
vices as  the  City  Council  shall  from  time  to  time 
determine.  The  other  members  of  said  board 
shall  serve  without  compensation. 

The  board  shall  choose  a  clerk,  who  shall  not  be 
one  of  its  members,  and  shall  fix  his  compensa- 
tion, and  may  remove  him  at  pleasure;  and  they 
shall  make  such  rules  and  regulations  as  they  may 
deem  expeoient  for  their  own  government  and 
for  the  government  of  all  subordinate  officers  ap- 
pointed by  them.  They  shall  preserve  complete 
records  of  their  meetings,  giving  the  names  of  the 
members  present,  their  votes  and  doings  thereat; 
and  shall,  whenever  reauested,  exhibit  to  the 
Mayor,  or  any  member  ot  the  City  Council,  said 
records  and  all  books,  papers  and  documents  be- 
longing to  their  department. 

Sect.  4.  The  Cochituate  Water  Board,  as  hereby 
constituted,  shall  have  and  exercise  all  the  pow- 
ers vested  in,  and  shall  perform  all  rbe  duties  pre- 
scribed to,  the  present  Cochituate  Water  Board 
and  the  Mystic  Water  Board,  by  statutes  and  or- 
dinances now  in  force;  subject,  however,  to  the 
authority  of  tbe  City  Council,  from  time  to  time, 
by  ordinances,  orders  or  resolutions,  to  instruct 
said  board,  and  to  change  and  limit  i*s  powers; 
and  said  board  shall  have  power  to  appoint  such 
subordinate  officeis,  agents  and  assistants,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  Engineer  and  Water  Registrar  elect- 
ed by  the  City  Council,  as  they  may  deem  neces- 
sary, and  may  fix  their  compensation;  provided 
that  the  expenditures  incurred  by  said  board 
shall  not  exceed  in  the  aggregate  the  sums  previ- 
ously appropriated  by  the  City  Council  for  the 
care,  maintenance,  repair  or  enlargement  of  the 
water  works. 

Sect.  5.  The  account  of  expenses  and  revenue 
of  the  Mystic  Water  Works  shall  be  kept  separate 
and  distinct  from  the  other  accounts  of  the  Water 
Department;  and  the  excess,  if  any,  of  revenue 
over  expenditure  and  interest  on  loans  shall  be 
paid  to  the  Sinking  Fund  Commissioners,  for  the 
redemption  ot  any  loans  heretofore  made  or  heie- 
after  to  be  made  on  account  of  the  said  Mystic 
Wa,ter  Works.  All  contracts  now  existing  with  the 
Mystic  Water  Board,  for  the  supply  of  water  to 
other  cities  and  towns,  shall  continue  in  force, 
and  slj.all  not  be  modified  or  annulled  except  by 
an  order  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board,  approved 
by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  City  Council. 

Sect.  6.  The  City  Engineer  shall  be  the  Engi- 
neer of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board,  and  shall 
have  the  superintendence  of  all  engineering 
works  in  the  Watei  Department. 

Sect.  7.  No  contract,  work  or  purchase,  involv- 
ing an  estimated  expenditure  of  more  than  $5000, 
shall  be  made  or  commenced  by  the  Cochituate 
Water  Board  unless  it  shall  first  apply  for  and  ob- 
taiu  the  approval  of  the  City  Council;  and  no 
contract  or  purchase  which  shall  be  estimated  to 
involve  an  expenditure  of  more  than  $10,000  shall 
be  made  unless  the  said  board  shall  advertise  for 
sealed  proposals  therefor. 

Sect.  8.  Whenever  the  Cochituate  Water  Board 
shall  advertise  for  proposals  for  doing  any  work 
or  for  furnishing  any  materials  or  supplies,  plans 
and  specifications  for  such  work,  and  schedule?  of 
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such  materials  or  supplies,  shall  be  placed  on  file 
in  such  office  as  may  be  designated  by  said  Board, 
and  shall  at  all  time?  during  office  hours  be  open 
to  public  inspection.  E=cli  proposal  shall  con- 
form to  the  specifications  and  requirements  cC  the 
advertisement,  aod  shall  be  enclosed  in  a  sealed 
envelope  directed  to  said  board.  It  shall  be  ac- 
companied by  a  bond  to  tbe  city,  wirh  sufficient 
sureties,  in  such  sum,  not  less  than  $500,  as  said 
board  may  specify  in  its  advertisement,  and  con- 
ditioned to  be  void  if  the  party  making  the  pro- 
posal shall,  in  case  of  the  accepianceof  his  bid, 
sign  and  deliver  co  said  board,  within  the  time  re- 
quired in  the  advertisement,  a  contract  for  tne 
performance  of  the  subject  matter  of  his  proposal, 
and  if  he  shall  also,  at  the  time  of  the  delivery  of 
such  contract,  give  a  further  bond,  witu  satisfac- 
tory sureties,  for  the  perfoimance  of  such  con* 
tract.  Instead  of  a  bond  in  either  of  the  cases 
above  mentioned,  the  party  may  deposit  with 
said  board,  as  security  for  the  signing  and  deliv- 
ery of  his  contract,  or  for  the  performance  of  such 
contract,  a  sum  of  money  or  other  collateral  sat- 
isfactory to  said  board ;  but  for  the  performance 
of  such  contract  a  bond  with  sureties,  or  a  deposit 
in  lieu  theieof,  shall  in  all  cases  be  required 
when  tne  contract  is  signed  ai.d  delivered  as 
aforesaid.  All  proposals  shall  be  publicly  opened, 
at  tbe  hour  and  place  designated  in  the  advertise- 
ment, in  the  presence  of  a  majority  of  tne  mem- 
bers of  said  board.  The  provisions  of  this  sec- 
tion shall  not  be  construed  to  prevent  said  board 
from  rejecting  any  or  all  proposals  which  may  be 
offered  under  its  advertisement. 

Sect.  9.  The  Cocbituate  Water  Board  shall  an- 
nually, on  or  before  the  15th  day  of  February, 
sendto  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  of  the  City 
Council  on  the  Water  Department,  an  estimate  in 
detail  of  the  appropriations  required  by  their  de- 
partment during  the  financial  year  next  ensuing; 
and  also  an  estimate  of  the  income  to  be  derived 
from  water  rents  and  other  sources.  All  bills  for 
expenditures  from  the  appropriations  for  the 
Water  Department  shall,  before  they  aie  paid  by 
the  Treasurer,  be  drawn  for  by  said  board,  exam- 
ined by  the  Auditor  of  Accounts,  and  approved 
by  the  Committee  on  Accounts. 

Sect.  10.  The  Cocbituate  Water  Board  shall  an- 
nually, io  the  month  of  May,  present  to  the  City 
Council  a  report  mane  up  to  and  including  the 
30th  day  of  the  preceding  April,  containing  a  full 
aoo  comprehensive  statement  of  its  acts  during 
the  preceding  year,  and  of  the  condition  of  the 
water  works  at'  the  time  of  the  report,  together 
with  such  other  information  or  suggestions  as  it 
may  deem  proper;  and  it  shall  at  the  same  time 
transmit  to  tho  City  Council  reports  from  the  City 
Engineer  and  the  Water  Registrar. 

Sect.  11  There  shall  be  appointed  annually,  in 
the  month  of  January,  a  Joint  Committee  of  the 
City  Council  on  the  Water  Dspartment,  consisting 
of  two  members  of  tbe  Board  of  Aldermen  and 
three  members  of  the  Common  Council.  It  shall 
be  the  duty  of  said  committee  to  examine,  as 
often  as  once  in  each  month,  the  records,  ac- 
counts and  contracts  of  the  Cochituate  Water 
Board.  All  requests  for  appropriations  for  said 
department  shall  be  examined  and  reported  upon 
by  the  said  committee  by  the  City  Council. 

Sect.  12.  At  the  first  meeting  of  thr<  said  Co- 
chituate Water  Board,  official  notice  shall  be  sent 
by  the  President  of  said  board  to  the  present  Co- 
cbituate Water  Board,  and  to  tbe  Mystic 
Water  Board;  and,  upon  the  receipt  of  said 
notice  by  said  boards  they  shall  cease  to  ex- 
ercice  any  of  the  powers,  or  be  subject  to  any  of 
the  duties,  heretofore  vested  in  them,  and  shall 
deliver  to  the  said  Cochituate  Water  Board  all  the 
offifiial  boots,  accounts,  maps,  deeds,  records, 
contracts  and  papers  in  tneir  possession,  and  also 
all  property  of  whatever  description  belonging  to 
the  city  of  Boston  which  shall  then  be  under  their 
care  and  eustooy. 

Sect.  13.  All  ordinances  or  parts  of  ordinances 
inconsistent  with  this  ordinance  are  hereby  re- 
pealed, such  repeal  to  take  effect  noon  the  organ- 
ization of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board,  aft  herein 
provided.  The  subordinate  officers,  assistants 
and  agents  holding  office  in  the  Water  Depart- 
ment, by  appointment  of  the  Ccchituate  Water 
Board  or  of  the  Mystic  Water  Board,  shall  con- 
tinue to  hold  their  respective  offices  until  tneir 
successors  shall  be  appointed,  or  until  they  are 
removed.  Tbe  present  Joint  Standing  Committee 
of  the  City  Council  on  the  Water  Department 
shall,  during  the  remainder  of  this  municipal 
year,  perform  all  the  duties  imposed  by  the  tenth 


section  of  this  ordinance  upo"  th '  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  the  Water  Department. 

Minority  Report.  The  uno  ersigned ,  members  of 
the  Committee  on  Water,  respectfully  dusent 
from  the  recommendation  of  the  majority  in  regard 
to  the  reorganization  of  the  Cochituate  Water 
Board,  and  t<eg  leave  to  state  briefly  their  reasons 
therefor, 

The  proposed  ordinaoce  provides  that  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  Water  Board  shall  be  appointed  by 
the  Mayor,  with  the  approval  of  the  City  Council, 
and  compensated  for  his  services,  and  that  the 
ei^ht  other  members  of  the  board  shall  be  elected 
by  the  Ciiy  Cour  cil  to  seive  without  compensa- 
tion. As  the  President  has  no  greater  power  and 
do  greater  respoasibility  t^an  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  board,  there  is  no  reason  why 
he  should  be  paid  and  tbe  others  give 
their  services  aratuit-ously.  It  is  a  body  of 
equals,  and  no  member,  whether  pair)  or  unpaid, 
can  divest  himself  of  his  responsibility.  Being 
equally  responsible,  therefore,  they  must  give 
their  time  and  attention  with  equal  fidelhy  to  the 
duties  of  the  office;  otherwise  they  cannot  act  in- 
telligently UDon  the  business  with  which  they 
have  been  intiusted.  If  it  is  intended  that  the 
unpaid  mernbeis  sh^ll  be  bi  ought  together  mere- 
ly for  the  purpose  of  registering  the  decrees  of  the 
paid  cup,mber,  then  it  would  be  better  to  leave 
things  where  iliey  aie  now,  because  we  should 
have  a  board  controlled  by  one  man,  who  would 
be  burdened  with  only  oi.e-ninth  of  the  responsi- 
bility. In  a  board  so  constituted  there  would  be 
neither  harmony  nor  efficiency,  ana  it  is  not  at  all 
probable  that  we  should  be  able  to  find  suitable 
men  who  would  be  willing  to  accept  any  other  po- 
sition than  that  of  President. 

The  undersigned  are  so  impressed  with  the  im- 
portance of  having-  the  gi  sat  work  in  which  the 
city  is  now  engaged  placed  under  the  supervision 
of  competent  and  responsible  persons  v.  ho  are 
paid  for  their  services,  that  they  would  be  willing, 
if  the  authority  existed,  to  recommend  that  com- 
missioners should  be  appointed  to  have  special 
charge  of  the  enlargement  of  tbe  water  works, 
and  to  hold  office  until  those  works  are  com- 
pleted; but  it  appears,  upou  an  examination  of 
the  statutes,  that  the  City  Council  cannot  provide 
for  the  appointment  of  a  commission  to  exercise 
those  "powers  independent  of  the  present  Cochit- 
uate Board. 

The  Cochituate  and  Mystic  boards  can  be  united 
under  the  name  of  the  Boston  Water  Board,  as 
provided  by  the  special  act  of  the  Legislature ;  or 
they  can  be  feept  distinct,  and  the  Cochituate 
Board  can  be  reorganized  so  as  to  consist  of  three 
persons  appointed  by  the  Mayor,  with  the  approv- 
al of  the  City  Council,  and  compensated  for  their 
services.  Under  the  present  circumstances  the 
undersigned  arp  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  expe- 
dient to  adopt  the  latter  course,  and  they  would 
respectfullv  recommend  that  the  accompanying 
ordinance,  providing  for  a  i  eorganization  of  the 
Cochituate  Board  in  the  manner  suggested,  be 
substituted  for  the  ordinance  reported  by  the  ma- 
jority. S.  B.  Stebbins. 

A.  O.  Bigelow. 
An  Ordinance 
To  Reestablish  the  Cochituate  Water  Board.    . 
Be  it  ordained  by  tbe  Aldermen  and  Common 

Council  of  the;  city  of  Boston  in  City  Council 

assembled,  as  follows: 

Section  1.    In  the  month  of  May,  in  the  year 

1875,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  may  be,  the  Mayor 
shall  appoint,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  City 
Council,  by  vote  taken  by  ballot  in  each  branch 
thereof  by  yea  and  n^y,  three  persons  to  consti- 
tute the  Cochituate  Water  Board.  One  member 
of  said  board  shall  be  appointed  to  hold  bis  office 
until  the  first  Monday  in  May,  in  the  year  1876; 
one  until  the  first  Monday  in  May,  in  the  ytar 
1877;  and  one  until  the  first  Monday  in  May,  in 
the  year  1878.    In  the  month  of  April,  in  the  year 

1876,  and  annually  thereafter  in  the  month  of 
April,  the  Mayor  shall  appoint,  subject  to  like  ap- 
proval, one  person  to  be  a  member  of  said  Water 
Board  for  the  term  of  three  ^ears  from  the  first 
Monday  of  the  following  May.  Any  member  of 
said  board  may  at  any  time  be  removed  by  the 
Mayor,  with  the  consent  of  the  City  Council,  or  he 
may  be  removed  by  vcte  of  two-thirds  of  the 
whole  of  each  branch  of  the  City  Council,  by  vote 
taken  by  yea  and  nay.  All  vacancies  occurring  in 
said  board  shall  be  filled  for  the  unexpired  term 
in  the  sam*?  manner  in  which  the  original  appoint- 
ments are  herein  directed  to  be  made. 

Sect.  2.  The  three  members  of  said  board  first 
appointed  shall  meet  and  organize  forthwith,  by 
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the  choice  of  one  of  their  members  as  chairman  ; 
and  annually  afterwards  the  said  board  shall  or- 
ganize on  the  first  Monday  in  May.  The  members 
of  said  hoafd  shall  devote  their  time  to  the  duties 
of  the  office,  and  shall  not  actively  engage  ia  any 
other  business.  They  s&all  receive  such  compen- 
sation for  their  seivices  as  tbe  City  Council  may 
from  time  to  time  determine.  They  shall  choose  a 
clerk,  who  shall  not  be  a  member  of  the  board; 
shall  fix.  his  compensatiou,  and  may  remove  him 
at  pleasure;  and  they  shall  make  such  rules  and 
regulations  as  they  may  deem  expedient  for  their 
own  government  aod  for  the  government  of  all 
subordinate  officers  appointed  by  them.  They 
shall  presei  ve  complete  records  of  their  meetings, 
giving  the  names  of  the  membeis  present,  their 
votes  and  doings  thereat:  and  shall,  whenever  re- 
quested, exhibit  to  the  Mayor,  or  any  member  of 
the  Cily  Council,  said  records  and  all  books,  pa- 
pers and  documents  belonging  to  tbeir  depart- 
ment. 

Sect  3.  The  Cochituate  Water  Board,  as  here- 
by constituted,  shall  have  aim  exercisp  all  i.he 
powers  vested  m,  and  shall  perform  all  the  duties 
pie-cribed  to,  the  Cocbituate  Water  Boaid  by 
statutes  and  ordinances  now  in  force;  subject, 
however,  to  the  authority  ot  the  City  Com  cil, 
from  time  to  rime,  by  ordinances,  orders  or  reso- 
lution*, to  i astro ci  said  boara,  and  to  change  and 
limit-  its  powers;  and  said  bo  a-d  shall  have  power 
to  appoint  such  subordinate  officers,  agents  and 
assistants,  ir;  addition  to  the  Engineer  and  Water 
Registrar  elected  by  the  City  Council,  as 
tiiey  may  deem  aecessary,  and  may  fix  their 
compensation;  provided,  that  the  expenditures 
incurred  by  said  board  shall  not  exceed  in  the 
aggregate  the  sums  previously  appropriated 
by  the  City  Council  for  the  cars,  maintenance, 
repair  or  enlaigement  of  the  Cochituate  Water 
Wo.ks. 

Sect.  5.  The  City  Engineer  shall  be  the  engi- 
neer of  the  Cocbituate  W^ter  Board,  and  shall 
have  the  superintendence  of  all  engineering  works 
in  that  department. 

Sect.  6.  No  contract,  work,  O'  purchase,  involv- 
ing an  estimaced  expenditure  of  more  than  five 
thousand  dollars,  shall  be  made  or  coninienced  by 
the  Cocbituate  Water  Board  unless  it  shal1  first 
apply  f oi  ard  obtain  the  approval  ot  the  City 
Council;  and  no  conti act  or  purchase  which  shall 
be  estimated  to  involve  an  expenditure  of  more 
than  ten  thousand  doll ars  shall  be  made,  unless 
the  said  board  shall  advertise  for  sealed  proposals 
therefor. 

Sect.  7.  Whenever  the  Cochituate  Water  Board 
shall  advertise  for  proposals  for  doing  any  work 
or  for  furni«bing  any  materials  or  supplies,  plans 
and  specifications  for  such  work,  ard  schedules  of 
such  materials  or  supplies,  shall  be  placed  on  file 
in  such  office  as  may  be  designated  by  said  board, 
and  shall  at  all  times  during  office  hours  be  open 
to  public  inspection.  Each  proposal  sball  conform 
to  tbe  specifications  and  requirements  of  the  ad- 
vertisement, and  shall  be  enclosed  in  a  sealed  en- 
velope directed  to  said  boaid.  It  shall  be  accom- 
panied by  a  bond  to  the  city,  with  sufficient  sure- 
ties, in  such  sum,  not  less  than  five  hundred  dol- 
lars, as  said  board  may  specify  in  its  advern'se- 
nieut,  and  conditioned  to  be  void  if  the  party 
making  the  proposal  shall,  in  case  of  the  accept- 
ance ot  his  bid,  sign  and  deliver  to  said  board, 
within  the  time  required  in  tbe  advertisement,  a 
contract  for  the  pesformance  of  the  subject  mat- 
ter of  his  prooosal,  aod  if  he  shall  also,  at  the 
time  ot  the  delivery  of  such  contract,  give  a  fur- 
ther bona,  with  satisfactory  sureties,  for  the  per- 
formance of  such  contract.  Instead  of  a  bond  in 
either  of  the  cases  above  mentioned,  the  party 
may  deposit  with  said  board,  as  security  for  the 
siguing  and  delivery  of  his  contract,  or  for  the 
performance  of  such  contract,  a  sum  of  money  or 
other  collateral  satisfactory  to  said  board  ;  but  for 
the  performance  of  such  contract  a  bond  with 
sureties,  or  a  deposit  in  lieu  thereof,  «hall  in  all 
cases  be  required  whea  the  contract  is  signed  aod 
delivered  as  aforesaid.  All  proposal  slallbe 
publicly  opentd,  at  ihe  hour  and  place  designated 
in  tbe  advertisement,  in  the  presence  of  a  majori- 
ty ot  the  memoers  of  said  board.  The  provisions 
of  this  section  shall  not  be  construed  ;o  prevent 
said  board  from  rejecting  any  or  all  proposals 
which  may  be  offered  under  its  advertisement. 

Sect.  8.  The  Cochituate  Water  Board  shall  an- 
nually, on  or  before  the  15th  day  of  February, 
send  to  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  of  the  City 
Council  on  the  Water  Department  an  estimate  ia 
detail  of  rhe  appiopriations  required  by  their  de- 
partment duringthe  financial  year  next  ensuing; 


and  al?o  an  estimate  of  the  income  to  be  derived 
from  water  rents  and  other  sources.  All  bills  for 
expenditures  from  the  apciopriations  for  the 
Water  Department  shall,  before  they  are  paid  by 
the  Treasurer,  be  drawn  for  by  said  board,  exam- 
ined by  the  At  ditor  of  Accounts  and  approved  by 
the  Com tuit tee  on  Accounts. 

Sect.  9.  The  Cocbituate  Water  Board  shall 
annually,  in  the  month  of  May,  present 
to  the  Cii y  Council  a  report  made  up  to 
and  including  tbe  thirtieth  day  of  the  pre- 
ceding April,  containing  a  full  and  com- 
prehensive statement  ol  its  acts  during  the  pre- 
ceding year,  and  of  the  condition  of  the  Cochitu- 
ate Water  Woras  at  the  time  of  the  report,  to- 
gethei  wit'a  such  other  infoimation  or  suggestions 
as  it  may  deem  prober;  s«nd  it  shall  at  the  same 
rime  tram  mit  to  the  City  Council  reports  from  the 
City  Engineer  and  the  Water  Registrar. 

Sect.  10.  There  shall  bs  appointed  annually,  in 
the  month  ,  f  January,  a  joint  couiimttee  of  tbe 
City  Council  on  the  Water  Department,  consisting 
of  two  members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  aod 
three  memoers  of  the  Common  Council.  It  shall 
be  tbe  duty  of  said  committee  to  examine,  as 
often  as  once  in  each  month,  cbe  records,  accounts 
and  contracts  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board.  All 
requests  for  appiopriations  for  said  department 
shad  be  examined  and  reported  upon  by  the  said 
committee  before  they  are  acted  uron  by  the  City 
Council. 

Sect.  11.  UT>on  the  first  organization  of  said 
Cochituate  Water  Board,  as  provided  in  the  second 
section  of  this  ordinal  ce,  official  notice  thereof 
shall  be  sent  by  the  President  ot  said  boaid  to  the 
present  Cochituate  Water  Board;  and,  upon  the 
receipt  of  said  notice  by  saia  ooard,  it  shall  cease 
to  exercise  ary  of  the  powers,  or  be  subject  to 
any  of  the  duties,  heretofore  vested  in  it,  and 
shall  deliver  to  the  said  Cochituate  "Water  Board,  ■ 
organized  as  heiein  provided,  all  the  official  books, 
accounts,  maos,  deeds,  records,  contracts  and  pa- 
pers in  tbeir  po.-session,  and  also  all  property  of 
whatever  description  belonging  to  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton which  shall  then  ce  under  their  care  and  cus- 
tody. 

Sect.  12.  All  ordinances  or  parts  of  ordinances 
inconsistent  with  this  ordinance  are  hereby  re- 
pealed, such  repeal  to  take  effect  upon  the  organ- 
ization oi  the  Cochituate  Water  Board,  a,*  bereia 
provided.  The  subordinate  officers,  assistants 
and  agents  holding  office  in  the  Water  Depart- 
ment, by  appointment  of  the  Cocbituate  Water 
Board,  shall  continue  to  hold  their  respective 
offices  until  their  successors  shall  be  appointed, or 
until  they  are  removed.  The  present  Joint  Stand- 
ing Committee  ot  the  City  Council  on  the  Water 
Department  shall,  during  the  remainder  of  this 
mui  icipal  year,  perform  all  the  duties  imoosed 
bj  toe  tenth  section  of  this  ordinance  upon  the 
Joint  Committee  on  the  Water  Department. 

Laid  on  the  tab!  ,  on  motion  ot  Mr.  Shaw  of 
Ward  5,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  WATER  BOARD. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  13  offered   the  lollowing : 

Ordered,  ihat  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  be 

and  they  hereby  are  authorized  to  submit  their 

annual  teport  in  print;  tbe  expense  therof  to  be 

chatged  to  the  appropriation  fo-  Printing. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent,  up. 

COPIES  OF  THE  LIQTJOR  LAW    FOR    DISTRIBUTION. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  5000  copies  of  chapter  99  of  the 
acts  of  1875,  being  'An  act  to  legulate  the  sale  [of 
intoxicating  liquors,"  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  citizens;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the 
License  Revenue. 
Read  twic  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

EXTENSION  OF  WEST  CHESTER-PARK  STREET. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  of  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Streets,  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Streets  be  authorized  to  procure  plans,  specifi- 
cations and  approximate  estimates  for  tho  con- 
struction of  bridges  over  the  Boston  &  Previdence 
Railroad  and  fb<i  Boston  &  Albany  RailroB.d  in  ex- 
tension of  West  Chester-park  street. 

Read  i  wice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

ASSESSMENT  FOR  CONSTRUCTION  OF  SEWERS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6,  the  ordi- 
nance to  amend  an  ordinance  in  relation  to  com 
mon  sewers  and  drains  (City  Doc.  No  56)  was  taken 
from  the  table. 

Mr.  Crocker — I  suppose  that  a  few  words  ought 
to  be  said  in  explanation  of  this  ordinance.  Tbe 
object  is  to  provide  that  in  apportioning  the  ex- 
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pense f or  the  construction  of  drains,  t be  assess- 
ment sball  be  accoiding  to  tbe  area  of  the  land 
benefited,  instead  of  according-  to  tbe  value  of  the 
land,  as  it  now  stands.  It  has  been  found  from  the 
experience  of  the  City  Governmentin  laying  drams 
in  the  newly  annexed  districts— where  a  great 
many  have  to  be  lai  i — that  the  present  system  of 
assessment  is  not  so  fair  and  equitable  as  the  one 
proposed.  For  instance,  it  caa  be  made  most  evi- 
dent by  a  ca-e  which  often  happens.  When  a 
drain  is  laid  through  a  street,  and  a  territory  is 
drain e a,  the  laod  most  benefited  is  that  which  is 
low  anu  swaaiuy.  Under  the  present  ordinance 
that  low,  swampy  lanci,  being  the  cheaper  piece  in 
value, pays  the  smaller  portion  of  the  expense — in 
other  words  the  land  most  benefited  pays  the 
least,  and  the  high  land,  which  is  most  valuable 
and  is  least  r.enefited,  pays  the  most.  For  that 
reason  the  citv  authorities  having  the  matter  of 
sewers  particularly  ia  charge  are  cleaily  ot  the 
opinion  that  it  is  best  to  Sissess  the  expense  of 
sewers  according  to  the  area  of  the  land;  then  an 
acre  or  a  thousand  ieet  will  pay  t:jeir  just 
proportion;  an  acre  of  high  land,  which  is 
not  benefited,  will  not  have  to  pay  the  whole, 
and  an  acre  of  low  laud,  which  is  benefited, 
will  not  be  let  off  by  paying  substantially  nothing. 
Moreover,  the  Uying  down  of  this  rule  for  the 
assessment  of  the  exoense  of  drains  will  simplify 
matters  very  much.  It  will  i emovs  the  cause  of  a 
great  many  disputes.  The  expense  is  now  as- 
sessed according  to  the  value  of  land,  about 
which  there  may  be  very  much  dispute,  ooe  party 
thinking  his  land  is  assessed  too  high,  and  anoth- 
er thinking  his  neighbor's  land  should  be  assessed 
higher  than  his.  Of  course,  if  you  reouce  the  as- 
sessment to  so  much  tor  a  certain  number  of 
square  feet,  that  can  be  computed  by  a  surveyor 
and  a  great  difficulty  will  be  done  away  with. 

Mr.  Wilson  ot  Ward  12 — I  would  inquire  if  it  is 
proposed  to  make  any  change  in  the  system  of 
assessment,  except  the  substitution  of  area  for 
value. 

Mr.  Crocker — If  the  gentlemaa  will  read  the  or- 
dinance reported  by  the  pommittee,  ha  will  see 
that  it  propos&s  to  strike  out  the  words  "exclusive 
of  any  buildings  or  improvements  thereon."  This 
is  rendered  necessary  by  the  other  change. 

Mr.  Wilsou — I  have  not  giveu  this  matter  as 
much  attention  as  it  warrants,  bat  I  make  the  in- 
quiry because  there  is  often  a  large  class  of  terri- 
toiy  which  is  not  drained  by  the  sewer  after  it  is 
co£strucced  and  the  sewer  leaves  more  water  on 
an  estate  than  there  was  before,  and  yet  it  is  a 
fact,  established  by  the  decisions  of  the  courts, 
that  such  pioperty  is  benefited  and  liable  to  as- 
sessment. As  the  law  now  is  any  one  cau  be 
taxed  for  a  sewer  if  it  goes  by  his  premises,  and 
the  assessment  is  according  to  value.  I  would 
ask  the  committee  it  the  present  amendment  will 
reach  such  a  case  as  that. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  don't  know  what  the 
difficulty  is,  but  what  the  gentleman  suggests  may 
be  a  reason  for  an  additional  amendment  to  t'ae 
ordinance.  If  the  ge_tlem.au  vill  introduce  an 
order  to  that  effect  the  committee  can  consider  it. 
The  ordinance  as  it  stands  now  is  that  they  shall 
assess  a  certain  portion  of  the  expeose  upon  the 
persons'  estates  deriving  a  benefit  from  such  com- 
mon sener.  Th.  law  does  not  authorize  the  as- 
sessment of  any  portion  of  tbe  expense 
except  on  land  .  beneficed,  and  the  only 
question  is  whether  the  land  which  io  the  con- 
templation of  tbe  law  is  benefited  shall  pay  for  it 
according  to  its  value,  by  which  means  the  poor- 
est land,  and  the  land  benefited  most,  is  likely  to 
pay  tbe  least  acioiuing  to  area.  If  thrre  is  any- 
thing in  the  gentlemsin's  suggestion,  as  I  am  una- 
ble to  see  at  the  present  time  to  give  any  definite 
opinion  on  that  point,  without  looking  it  to  it,  and 
without  kno  wing  the  decision  to  which  he  refers, 
it  is  an  obj -ction  that  applies  equally  to  tie  pres- 
ent law  in  its  present  state  and  to  tbe  law  as  it  is 
proposed  to  be  ameuded.  There  may  be  no  reason 
why  we  should  not  make  the  amendment,  but  it 
would  be  a  question,  so  far  as  it  goes,  though  per- 
haps it  does  not  cover  the  whole  case.  The  case 
is  covered  by  the  amendment  as  far  as  it  goes. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— It  possibly  may  not  be  re- 
membered—it will  be  by  some — that  when  this  or- 
der was  introduced  in  the  first  place  I  arose  in  my 
place  and  used  these  words:  "This  is  the  most. as- 
tonishing proposition  I  have  ever  heard  ma'ie  in 
the  City  Government."  I  merely  stated  then  that 
I  called  attention  to  it  for  the  putpose  of  calling 
the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  fact  that 
when  they  should  repori  the  ordinance  it  should 
be  one  well  guarded.    I  merely  stated  that,  but 


did  not  rise  to  object  to  the  reference.  Now  I 
find  the  proposition  rnide  was  certainly  exceed- 
ingly unjust,  and  it  must  appear  more  and  more 
unjust  than  people  would  at  fi.st  consider  it. 
Why,  sir,  what  does  this  contemplate?  "The  or- 
dinance in  relation  to  common  sewers  is  hereby 
amended  by  striking  out,  iu  the  twelfth 
line  ot  the  sixth  section,  the  word 
'value,'  and  inserting  in  the  place  thereof 
the  word  "area."  The  idea  seems  to  be  to  put  the 
assessment  not  upon  the  value  of  properrybut 
upon  the  area.  I  have  no  doubt  my  friend  is  m  ear- 
nest, and  honest,  aud  means  to  do  just 'what  is 
right,  but  it  seems  to  me,  to  use  the  old  rough 
phrase,  that  the  gentlemen  ii  jumping  out  of  the 
frying  pan  into  the  fire,  and  it  seems  to  me  he 
must  so  unde:  stand  it  when  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  it.  I«.  seems  to  me  it  would  operate  with 
very  great  hardship  upon  outlying  districts,  and 
it  seems  to  me  as  if  it  ought  o  be  recommitted 
for  the  purpose  of  reconsidering  it  in  all  its  bear- 
ings, and  that  public  notice  should  be  given  of 
bearings  upon  the  subject.  Why,  I  am  surprised 
at  these  private  hearings;  and  I  have  a  mind  now 
to  refer  to  another  which  has  been  reported  upon 
this  evening— and  I  shall  at  the  pioper 
time — aud  that  is  in  regard  to  an  order 
I  had  the  honor  to  introduce,  and  have 
never  heard  a  word  of  it  since— never  been 
notified  of  a  hearing,  and  yet  thev  have 
reported  upon  it  tonight.  Now,  I  say,  perhaps  my 
education  in  these  matters  has  been  very  much 
neglected,  but  I  Lave  had  some  little  experience; 
I  have  been  a  member  of  the  Legislature  year 
after  year,  and  I  have  never  yet  known, 
sir,  a  member  to  rise  in  his  place  and  offer 
an  order  which  was  accepted  and  referred  to  a 
committee,  when  the  member  offering  it  had 
not  been  notified  to  appear  before  the  com- 
mittee and  state  the  reasons  for  offering  it. 
Note,  this  is  one  of  these  cases,  and  I  hope 
this  matter  will  be  referred  back  to  this 
honorable  Committee  upon  the  Judiciary,  in  order 
that  a  public  hearing  may  be  had  upon  it,  such 
as  we  are  going  to  have  upon  the  great  uarket 
question  next  Monday.  The  people  are  the  par- 
ties interested  ;  they  are  the  men  v?ho  pay  these 
taxes.  Give  them  a  chance  to  come  up  here  ana 
state  their  grievances,  if  grievances  there  are.  I 
have  no  doubt  the  honorable  committee  will  be 
glad  to  hear  any  suggestions  that  may  be 
made.  I  do  not  at  this  s.tage  wish  to  move  a  re- 
committal, but  I  hope  the  committee  will  do  it 
themselves,  to  that  an  ordinance  may  be  report- 
ed that  shall  be  satisfactory  to  the  people  who 
have  the  taxes  to  pay. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6— Mr.  President,  the  ouly 
question  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
■was  to  consider  the  expeciency  of  amending  sec- 
tion 6  of  the  ordinance  relating  to  sewers,  so  that 
the  assessments  shall  oe  proportioned  to  the  area 
of  the  land  ben. fited,  instead  of  to  the  value  of 
the  land.  That  question  the  Committee  on  Or- 
dinaaces  considered  and  have  reported  that  it  was 
expedient  to  pass  this  ordinance  to  make  that 
alte.atiou.  I  never  heard  ol  anybody  that  want- 
ed to  appear  before  the  committee,  and  I  do  not 
think  tbere  was  any  occasion  whatever  for  notify- 
ing the  public  tnac  there  was  a  hearing  oa  that 
question.  The  public  are  an  attentive  body  and 
we  all  know  how  ready  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
5  is  to  protect  the  rights  of  the  public  at  large. 
It  seems  to  me  we  may  trust  hira  to  set  that 
they  are  not  in  dang ei.  The  committee  have  re- 
ported that  amendment  to  the  ordinance  they 
were  requested  to  make.  The  committee 
were  requested  to  consider  the  expediency 
of  this  particula  change,  and  they  have 
made  it,  and  a  gr»at  numlcer  of  sewers  aie 
to  be  built  this  year,  and  it  seems  to  me  desirable 
that  we  should  m  ike  the  assessments  for  these 
sewers  in  the  most  equitable  manner.  If  this 
matter  is  put  over,  all  these  assessments  for  this 
great  number  of  sewers  will  be  made  under  tbe 
old  rule,  which,  I  think,  I  have  tiied  to  show  is 
not  so  equitable  as  the  new  one  is  likely  to  be.  I 
do  not  claim,  no,  nor  can  claim,  that  any  rule  will 
work  absolute  justice,  but  1  think  it  must  be 
pate  t  to  members  of  the  Council  that  this  rule 
which  we  propose  will  work  justice  'nore  nearly 
than  the  ptesent  rule.  The  present  rule 
worked  very  well  in  the  thickly  settled 
districts  in  general  cases,  like  the  original 
city  of  Boston,  where  the  value  of  the  land  did 
not  vary  grtatly  ;  but  when  you  come  to  a  place 
wheie  there  is  a  piece  of  five  acres  of  swamp,  and 
five  acres  of  upland,  right  alongside  of  each  other 
on  the  same  street,  it  is  evident  that  there  will  be 
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a  very  great  difference  in  the  value  of  tbese  two 
piece's  of  land.  It  is  evident,  also,  tbat  the  build- 
ing; of  a  sewer  may  improve  tbe  swamp  so  that  it 
will  be  as  good  as  the  high  land,  and  under  tbe 
present  rule  tbe  swamp  pays  nothing  and  the 
high  land  pays  tor  the  wbole  drain  ;  the  highland 
pays  for  making  the  neighboring  lauo  as  good  as  it 
is,  -which  is  plainly  an  unreasonable  result. 
It  seems  to  me  we  may  take  the  experience 
of  the  Sewer  Department,  and  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Sewers  says  decidedly  that  tMs  would 
he  a  great  change  for  the  better  in  the  matter  of 
assessing  the  expense  of  sewers.  1  hope  the 
Council  will  think  proper  to  pass  this  ordinance 
tonight. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  W  >id  9—1  agree  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  6,  that  it  is  probable  that  this 
change  might  make  the  assessments  somewhat 
moie  equiiable;  but  I  also  think  ic  is  a  matter  of 
question  whether  it  is  the  most  equitable  mode. 
It  seems  to  me  that  it  this  section  of  this  ordi- 
nance were  amended  so  as  to  provide  tbat  the  as- 
sessment should  be  proportionate  to  the  benefit 
derivedj  it  would  be  more  equitable.  I  am 
awar>:  that  that  would  open  some  questions 
and  that  it  would  make  more  trouDle  for  the  Com- 
mittee on  Sewers,  or  whoever  determined  the 
value  of  the  land,  than  it  would  to  calculate  the 
meie  number  of  square  feet  and  assess  so  many 
dollars  and  cents  to  each  square  foot.  But  the 
question  we  have  to  consider  is,  which  is  the  most 
equitable  mode?  Tbe  cases  are  not  precisely  sim- 
ilar, but  it  seems  to  me  that  there  wouHl  be  no 
mors  difficulty  in  settling  this  thing  in  that  way 
than  there  is  to  settle  upon  the  betterments  aris- 
ing when  a  street  is  opened  or  widened.  And 
while  I  have  not  satisfied  myself  that  :bis  is  tbe 
hest  way,  it  strikes  me  that  it  is  worthy  or  consid- 
eratix  ,  whether  it  would  not  be  a  more  equitable 
mode  to  sav  that  assessments  shall  be  in  propor- 
tion to  the  benefit  derived  Tbat,  of  course,  would 
he  a  matter  of  investigation. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12 — In  reply  to  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6,  I  desire  to  saythat 
the  Council  would  h.-rdly  expect  one  not  a  mem- 
her  of  th"  Committee  oo  Ordinances,  having  ex- 
amiued  the  report,  to  have  the  audacity  to  rise 
and  volunteer  an  amendment  to  their  report, 
when  it  affects  so  delicate  a  matter  as  the  assess- 
ment for  sewers.  I  certainly  would  not  presume 
to  do  it;  and  although  I  thirk  thQ  decision  of  the 
gentleman  who  has  just  taken  bis  seat  is  worthy 
of  consideration,  and  that  his  pr  posed  method 
would  be  more  equitable  than  that  proposed  by 
the  committee,  I  take  no  exception  to  the  com- 
mittee; they  have  made  their  report,  and  it  is 
made  according  to  their  instructions.  1  simply 
suggest  that  th»re  aie  certain  difficulties  whkh 
I  have  seen  -in  mi  experience  of  twen- 
ty years.  I  cesire  to  call  tbe  attention 
of  the  Council  to  the  fact  tbat  parties  owning 
large  areas  of  land  have  been  assessed  for  sewers 
when  they  could  not  drain  their  land  into  them.  I 
have  made  sewer  assessments  where  the  bottom 
of  the  sewer  was  a  foot  above  the  level  of  the 
premises  taxed  and  when  the  water  of  the  terri- 
tory could  not  be  turned  into  the  sewer  except  by 
artificial  means,  and  yet  legally  the  estate  was 
benefited  and  assessed,  and  tbe  estate  was  sold 
because  the  owner  was  stubborn  and  would  rot 
pay.  I  think  the  suggestion  of  the  last  gentleman 
is  a  proper  one— that  the  land  should  be  assessed 
according  to  the  benefit  der:ved.  Why,  I  have  at 
the  present  moment  in  my  mind  a  lot  of  land, 
twenty-live  or  thii  ty  acres  of  low  land, 
wheie  the  proprietors  kindly  and  liberally 
allowed  the  city  to  lay  a  sewer  through 
it.  They  had  their  own  private  means  of 
drainage,  and  the  drainage  was  sufficient  for  all 
their  purposes,  yet  today  the  place  is  a  nuisance, 
b°eause  the  city  put  a  sewer  through  it.  The  es- 
tate is  benefited  according  to  the  law,  and  yet  a 
nuisance  exists  where  none  existed  before,  and 
that  is  under  the  supervision  of  this  same  Sewer 
Department,  who  have  tried  their  hands  at  it 
twice,  and  have  spent  830,000  or  $40,000,  and  it  is 
now  falling  to  pieces  and  must  be  rebuilt.  Now  I 
would  like  to  irquire,  in  all  sense  of  fair  play,  if  a 
burden  should  be  put  upon  the  people  who  hap- 
pen to  own  large  areas  of  tbese  low  lands? 
I  am,  fearful  Mr.  President,  without  any  cap- 
tious opposition  to  the  report  of  the  committee, 
that  tliis  substitu  ion  of  the  little  word  "aiea"  for 
the  word  "value,"  is  going  to  relieve  the  city  of  val- 
uable pioperty  when  we  desire  property,  and  bur 
den  of  building  sewers  on  large  areas  of  low  and 
valueless  land  that  cannot  toe  drained,  simply  be- 
cause of  the  interpretation  of  the  law. 


Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16—1  move  that  the  ordi- 
nance be  recommitted. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6 — if  gentlemen  are  de- 
sirous that  this  matter  should  be  recommitted,  I 
don't  desire  to  object.  I  think,  however,  that  it 
ought  to  be  coo:  mitted  with  some  further  instruc- 
tions. If  it  is  simply  recommitted  to  us  to  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  amending  this  section  as 
we  have  amended  it,  I  don't  know  what  we  can 
do  other  than  ieport  it  back  it  we  are  confined  to 
that  question.  If  the  gentleman  will  make  the 
amendment  so  as  to  have  some  other  question  for 
us  to  consider,  I  don't  desire  to  object  to  its  being 
recommitted,  but  it  would  seem  to  toe  futile  to 
simply  recommit. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Watd  5 — I  am  sorry  to  trouble  the 
Council  with  so  much  talk,  but  I  think  in  this  I 
may  be  excused,  for  I  certaicly  called  attention 
to  the  order  when  it  was  offered.  I  only  rise  for 
the  purpose  of  amending  the  motion  to  recommit 
by  adding  "with  instructions  to  advertise  puDlic 
hearings."  Sir,  tbe  importance  of  this  matter  is 
very  much  more  than  people  imagine  with  this  su- 
perficial idea  of  it.  I  would  not  say  so  much,  nor 
be  so  strenuous  about  it  if  I  did  not  feel  that  the 
oi  der  was  a  very  dangerous  one,  unjust,  and  very 
unfavorable  to  the  owners  of  large  estates  in  csr- 
tain  p  aces.  I  hope  gentlemen  will  be  perfectly 
willing  to  accept  this  amendment,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  they  will  o e ;  because  nothing  can  toe  lost 
uy  it.  What  can  be  lost  by  calling  the  attention 
of  tbe  people  to  their  own  interests?  Thit,  sir,  is 
a  democratic  rule  which  should  always  govern 
every  legislative  body  of  this  kind  certainly.  I 
hope  the  amendment  for  public  hearings  will  be 
adopted. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9—1  would  like  to  know  if 
it  would  be  in  order  to  offer  another  amendment? 

The  President— Yes,  sir,  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment  is  in  order. 

Mr.  Jaques — I  wish  to  offer  an  amendment  that 
will  cover  the  suggestion  I  made  when  I  was  up 
before. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12—1  desire  to  offer  this 
amendment  to  the  motion  to  recommit;  to  add, 
"with  instructions  to  consider  and  report  upon  tne 
expediency  of  changing  the  basis  of  assessments 
for  sewers, so  that  they  may  be  made  according  to 
the  benefits  derived." 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9— That  is  the  amendment 
I  was  about  to  propose.  I  merely  asked  to  have  ic 
puc  in  because  it  seemed  to  me  a  public  hearing 
■nould  he  unnecessary. 

The  President — Tbe  Chair  will  put  the  question 
first  upon  this  amendment. 

Mr.  Sbaw  of  Ward  5 — 1  hoce  the  amendment 
will  not  supersede  the  proposition  I  make.  I  want 
a  public  hearing,  Mr.  President,  to  be  given  on 
this  question.  The  public  own  the  land.  Ihey 
own  the  property,  sir.  They  have  no  private  in- 
terests to  subserve  aside  from  the  public  good. 
They  have  a  right  to  be  heard  upon  a  matter  as 
vital  as  this  to  their  interests.  There  certainly 
can  be  no  harm  in  it,  and  I  hope  the  amendment 
will  be  adopted. 

The  President — It  may  be  well  to  take  the  sense 
of  the  Council  first  upon  the  amendment  offered  by 
tbe  gentleman  from  Ward  5,  that  public  hearings 
upon  the  subject  under  discussion  be  given.  If 
tnere  is  no  objection  the  question  will  be  so  taken. 

The  amendment  was  adopted— 19  to  13. 

The  President— The  question  next  recurs  upon 
the  amendment  presented  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12. 

Th?  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  passage  of 
the  order  as  amended,  and,  it  was  passed.  Sent 
up. 

TREMONT-STREET  MALL. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Wa"d  16 — I  move  to  take  from 
the  tai>le  the  report  on  remonstrance  of  Abbott 
Lawrence  and  others  against  the  construction  of 
i  curb  oi  any  other  similar  structure  along  Tre- 
mont-street  mall.    (City  Doc.  No.  59.) 

The  ieport  was  taken  from  the  table. 

Mr.  Spraguejof  Ward  4—1  desire  to  offer  an  order 
that  the  report  be  recommitted. 

Ordered,  That  tie  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Common  and  Public  Grounds  regarding  the  con- 
struction of  a  curbstone  along  Trttno it-street 
mall  be  recommitted,  and  that  the  committee  he 
requested  to  submit,  if  they  shall  find  it  expedi- 
ent, plaus  for  a  suitable  fence  in.  place  of  said 
curbstone  and  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  same, 

Mr.  President,  I  had  the  honor  to  present  the 
remonstrance  upon  which  this  report  ts  based, but 
through  some  oversight  or  otherwise,  without 
any    fault   on   the   part     of     the    committee,   I 
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failed  to  receive  any  notice  of  the  meeting:  of 
the  committee,  and  of  course  was  UDable  to  notify 
some  of  the  remonstrants  who  were  expecting  to 
be  heard  in-  regard  to  it,  and  who  believed  that 
there  might  be  a  fence  erected  there  instead  of  a 
curbstone.  It  was  considered  that  it  woull  be  a 
better  protection  to  the  Common,  and  at  the  same 
time  would  tend  less  to  injure  the  trees  on  the 
mall.  Therefore,  in  order  tbat  the  matter  may  be 
again  considered,  and  that  these  remonstrants 
may  be  heard,  and  as  I  beHeve  there  is  no  objec- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee, I  desire  that  this  leport  may  be  recommitted: 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— As  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  reference  has  beeo  made,  I  would 
simply  say,  sir,  that  the  report,  as  it  will  be  seen, 
is  the  unanimous  report  ot  the  committee  on  this 
subject.  But,  nevertheless,  having  no  plans  of 
their  own,  and  no  private  opinion,  and  no  desire 
to  do  anything  that  would  be  unjust  to  tne  public, 
they  are  perfectly  willing  to  have  the  matter  re- 
committed to  them  and  give  it  another  hearing, 
so  tbat  the  gentleman  and  his  friends  may  appear 
before  the  committee  and  offer  such  suggestions 
as  they  have  to  make. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16—1  move  to  amend  by 
adding  that  a  public  hearing  on  the  subject  be 
given . 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— If  the  Council  will  excuse 
me — I  hate  to  be  so  prominent  here  this  evening — 
I  will  only  say  that  I  am  one  of  those  men  who 
are  in  favor  of  public  hearings  on  anything  that 
pertains  to  the  interest  of  the  city  of  Boston,  and 
1  hope  the  amendment  will  be  adopted.  I  for  one 
shall  be  proud  to  have  tbe  public  come  before  me. 

The  older  was  amended  and  adopted  as  amend- 
ed.   Sent  up. 

FIRE  INSPECTOR. 

Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11—7.  move  to  take  from  the 
table  the  report  and  order  for  the  Mayor  to  peti- 
tion for  authority  to  appoint  ^a  Fire  Inspector 
(City  Doc.  No.  39, 1875),  and  will  state  tbat  if  this 
is  done  I  shall  move  that  it,  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned, the  sense  of  the  Council  as  gathered  gen- 
erally seems  to  be  somewhat  opposed  to  it  and  I 
am  tired  of  seeing  it  befoie  me. 

The  report  was  taken  from  the  table  and  iudefi- 
nitely  postponed. 

LAND  FORFEITED. 

Mr.  Cawley  of  Ward  2 — I  move  to  take  from  the 
table  the  order  to  declare  land  forfeited  to  the 
city  bv  Michael  Gertghty,  on  Hanover  street,  for 
breach  of  condition*.  I  understand  that  the  gen- 
tleman bas  purposely  abandoned  it,  so  that  there 
is  no  other  course  left  to  the  city  except  to  pass 
the  order. 

The  oider  was  taken  from  the  table  and  passed 
in  concurrence. 

THE  PUBLIC  PARK  BILL. 

Mr.  Sbaw  of  Ward  5  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  10,000  copies  of  chapter  165  of  the 
acts  of  1875  be  printed  for  distribution  among  the 
citizens  who  are  required  to  vote  upon  its  accept- 
ance on  the  9th  day  of  June  next. 

Mr.  Sbaw — This  is  the  usual  custom,  when  any 
matter  of  public  interest  is  to  come  up,  that  the 
act  itself  shall  be  printed  and  distributed  among 
he  people,  so  tbat  they  may  know  its  provisions. 
It  seems  to  me  an  absolute  necessity. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9—1  tbiuk  I  never  before 
voted  for  such  a  large  number  of  copies  of  any 
document  for  distribution,  and  I  would  like  to  in- 
quire of  my  fiiend  from  Ward  5  it  the  number  is 
not  considered  to  be  beyond  what  we  are  in  the 
habit  of  distributing? 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— In  answer  to  my  friend 
from  Ward  9,  I  can  only  say  tbat  the  order  was 
sent  to  me  by  the  City  Clerk,  who  asked  me  to  pre- 
sent it  to  the  Council  tonight.  He  said  to  me  that 
he  was  preparing  matters  for  the  acceptance  of 
the  act.  It  had  been  passed  by  the  Legislature 
and  approved  by  the  Governor,  and  the  next 
step  is  for  the  matter  to  go  before  the  people. 
The  people  want  to  know  what  the  act  is  upon 
which  they  are  to  vote,  and  the  number  is  not  ex- 
traordinary. There  are  60,000  voters  in  Boston, 
and  10,000  copies  is  none  too  many.  1  hope  public 
attention  will  be  called  io  it  thereby,  and  that  a 
large  popular  vote  will  be  given  here,  and  that 
the  peoole  may  understand  what  this  matter  is, 
that  they  may  know  tbe  merits  of  the  bill,  the 
provisions  upon  which  they  are  to  vote,  ana  that 
they  may  vote  understandingly.  I  believe  in  giv- 
ing i be  people  the  best  information  it  is  possible 
for  us  to  give  them,  so  that  when  tbey  go  to  the 
polls  tbey  may  vote  understaudingly. 


Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6-1  would  suggest  that  it 
is  probably  not  a  matter  of  any  great  expense.  I 
suppose  the  act  will  be  printed  upoo  one  side  of  a 
sheet  of  paper,  and  there  will  b-i  no  folding,  bind- 
ing or  stitching,  or  anything  of  that  kind.  When 
the  type  is  set  there  will  be  little  difference  in 
having  1000  or  10,000  printed.  It  will  reouire  but 
ittie  paper. 
The  order  was  passed.    Sent  up. 

BOATS  IN  PUBLIC-GARDEN  POND. 

Mr.  Cushing  of  Ward  4  submitted  a  report  of 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Common  and  Public 
Grouuds,  on  tbe  petition  of  T.  A.  Splaine  for  per- 
mission to  let  boats  on  the  Public  Garaen  pond, 
which  was  recommitted  to  the  committee,  that 
during  the  past  seven  years  the  privilege  of  plac- 
ing boats  on  this  pond  had  been  awarded  to  Rob- 
ert Paget,  and  pievious  to  the  application  of  the 
petitioner  the  privilege  hid  been  awarded  to  hirn 
for  the  present  year.  It  had  beeu  suggested  that 
the  matter  should  be  open  to  competi- 
tion, and  that  the  city  would  thereby 
deiive  a  revenue  from  it.  To  the  com- 
mittee it  seemed  that  if  the  present  prices 
charged  were  more  than  sufficient  to  furnish  a 
reasonable  and  proper  compensation  for  the  ser- 
vices rendered  it  would  be  better  to  reduce  them, 
and  thereby  give  to  the  poor  children  more  fre- 
quent opportunities  of  enjoyment  than  to  pro- 
mote competition  by  which  a  trifling  sum  would 
be  secured  to  the  city  treasury  and  the  business 
done  in  k  less  satisfactory  manner.  Since  the 
report  was  recommitted  the  committee  had 
received  petitions  very  numerously  signed 
by  persons  living  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
pond,  asking  that  Robert  Paget  might  retain  his 
privilege  to  place  boats  there,  and  stating  tbat  he 
had  invested  all  his  caoital  in  the  boats  upon  the 
pond,  and  that  the  state  of  his  health  is  such  that 
he  cannot  engage  in  any  other  business;  that  he 
has  been  uniformly  faithful  to  his  trust  and  care- 
ful of  the  children  who  use  his  boats.  Under  the 
circumstances  the  committee  felt  justified  in  le- 
questing  that  their  former  report  (leave  to  with- 
draw) on  the  petition  of  T.  A.  Splaine  be  accepted. 

The  report  was  accepted.    Sent  up. 

THE  EAST  BOSTON  MURDER. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16,  the  mo- 
tion to  indefinitely  postpone  the  order  for  a  re- 
ward of  $1000  for  the  detection  and  apprehension 
of  the  murderer  of  Mrs.  Margaret  E.  Bingham 
was  taken  from  tbe  table. 

Mr.  Cawley  of  Ward  2  hoped  the  order  would 
not  be  indefinitely  postponed,  and  thought  the 
honor  of  the  city  obliged  them  to  pass  it.  That 
$1000  should  be  paia;to  whomsoever  it  belonged, 
which  can  be  ascertained  by  investigation.  If  no 
one  is  entitled  to  it,  no  one  will  get  it.  A  reward 
$500  has  been  offered  in  another  case,  and  if  this 
is  not  passed,  what  encouragement  will  parties 
have  to  give  information  to  the  police? 

Mr.  Tha^her  of  Ward  15  said  the  order  was 
passed  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  but  was  never 
advertised  in  the  papers.  One  of  the  Aldermen 
moved  a  reconsideration,  but  it  came  up  here  and 
was  laid  on  the  table.  Two  weeks  later  he  had 
mf.de  the  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone,  having 
taken  the  pains  to  ascertain  that  the  reward  had 
not  been  offered.  The  money  cannot  be  paid  to 
tbe  police,  as  there  are  three  decisions  against  it. 
The  only  publication  in  regard  to  it  was  a  state- 
ment in  the  papers  that  the  Aldermen  had  passed 
the  order. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  9  inquired  if  it  was  n't  a 
fact  that  the  murderer  was  apprehended  previous 
to  the  offering  of  the  reward. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  W-Td  6  said  it  was  generally  be- 
lieved that  the  murderer  of  Mrs.  Bingham  had 
been  arrested,  and  this  is  an  order  to  pay  for  in- 
formation to  secure  his  arrest.  It  did  n't  seem 
well  to  him  to  offer  the  reward  after  the  work  is 
all  done.  We  offer  rewards  for  things  to  be  done, 
not  for  those  that  have  been  done. 

Mr.  Cawley  said  if  nobody  deserved  it  nobody 
would  get  it.  He  bad  seen  the  reward  offered  in 
the  papers  and  it  was  so  understood  by  the  pub- 
lic, though  technically  it  wa°  not  offered,  because 
it  had  not  passed  through  this  branch.  There  are 
others  besides  the  police  who  claim  this  money, 
and  a  committee  can  ascertain  who  is  entitled 
to  it. 

Mr.  Thacher  said  the  notice  in  the  papers  was 
not  official,  any  more  than  would  be  an  order  for 
a  committee  to  procure  plans  for  a  schoolhouse 
be  a  notice  to  architects  to  bring  in  plans. 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Ward  15  said  no  one  would  have 
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tbougbt  of  objecting  to  the  Older  if  the  man  had 
n't  been  previously  arrestedd. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10  thought  tbe  question 
ought  to  be  investigated,  arid  he  moved  to  refer  it 
to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  Sbaw  of  "Ward  5  tbougbt  the  order  should 
be  disposed  of,  and  tben  if  any  one  has  a  claim  he 
can  present  it  in  the  form  of  a  petition  and  he  'vill 
be  heard.  It  his  claim  is  right  he  will  get  his 
money. 

Mr.  Harrigan  of  "Ward  1  thought  it  was  a  ques- 
tion of  keeping  tbe  good  faith  of  the  city.  Al- 
though he  was  at  first  opposed  to  offering  a  re- 
ward, as  it  had  been  done  he  hoped  the  order 
would  bs  passed.  It  is  a  small  hole  for  the  city  of 
Boston  ro  crawl  out  of.  If  any  one  is  entitled  to 
the  reward  he  should  have  it. 

Mr.  Peabody  ol  Ward  9  aid  n't  believe  m  goiag 
back  on  any  proposition  made  by  the  city,  and  he 
agreed  with  Mr.  Ctocker's  view.  If  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Claims  it  will  cause  a  scramble. 
If  a  petition  is  presented  it  will  receive  respectful 
consideration,  and  that  seems  to  be  tbe  true  mode 
of  procedure. 

Mr.  Brackett  withdrew  the  notion  to  refer,  he 
acknowledging  the  force  of  Mr.  Peabody's  sug- 
gestion. 

The  order  was  indefinitely  postponed  in  non- 
concurrence. 

CTTY  REGISTRAR'S  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4  offered  an  order  for  a 
Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the  City  Registrar's 
Deoartment  to  consist  of  two  Aldermen  and  three 
members  of  the  Common  Council,  and  explained 
that  it  was  intended  to  supersede  the  order  of- 
fered at  tbe  last  meeting. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7  raised  the  point  that 
to  pass  such  an  order  would  require  an  amend- 
ment of  tbe  joint  rules. 

The  President  ruled  the  point  well  taken  and 
that  tne  o:der  could  not  be  entertained. 


SEWING  MACHINES  IN  PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Wara  15  called  for  a  report  from 
the  joint  special  committee  to  investigate  the  use 
of  sewing  machines  at  the  public  institutions,  and 
Mr.  Whitmore  explained  that  tbe  report  would  be 
ready  for  presentation  next  week  ;  it  was  now  in 
the  hands  of  the  Clerk  of  Committees. 

THE  NEW  CHARTER. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10,  the  new 
draft  of  the  charter  was  specially  assigned  lcr  9% 
P.  M.  on  Thursday  evening  next 

PERMITS  FOR   BURIALS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4,  the  or- 
der for  a  joint  committee  to  report  what  action  is 
necessaty  to  define  the  duties  of  tbe  City  Regis- 
trar and  the  Board  of  Health  was  taken  from  the 
table. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9  moved  to  amend  so  that 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  instead  of  a  joint 
special  committee,  should  consider  the  subject 
and  report. 

Mr.  Whitmote  inquired  what  the  effect  of  such 
a  reference  would  be.  sgg 

Mr.  Jaques  thought  the  reasons  tor  the  refer- 
ence were  obvious,  though  he  didn't  propose  to 
enlarge  upou  them  unless  it  was  necessary. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  he  would  make  no  objection 
if  the  whole  subject  was  to  be  referred  to  them. 

Mr.  Jaques  submitted  his  amendment  in  the 
following  form: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
consider  and  report  if  any  action  is  necessary  to 
define  the  duties  of  the  City  Registrar  and  Board 
of  Health. 

Mr.  Shaw  exp:essedthe  desire  that  Mr.  Whit- 
more should  go  through  with  this  matter,  as  he 
had  introduced  it. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Jaques  was  adopted, 
and  the  order  passed.    Sent  up. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sampson  of  Ward  10,  the 
Council  adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MAY    19,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS  DRA.WN. 

Forty  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  April 
term  of  the  Superior  Court  (First  Session),  and 
sixty  for  the  April  term  of  the  Supreme  Judieial 
Court. 

EXECUTIVE    NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Agents  of  the  city  to  take  the  Decennial  Census 
—Albert  Oilman,  Pierce  A.  Doherty,  Lewis  F. 
"Wentworth,  Albert  F.  Poole,  Charles  J.  Roath, 
Frank  G.  Merriam. 

Public  Weigher— Thomas  Dillon. 

Weigher  of  Coal— Adam  H.  GibDy. 

Special  Police  Officers— Joseph  W.  Noble  and 
twenty  others. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE. 

The  orders  of  notice  concerning  the  expediency 
of  constructing  sewers  in  Highland  and  Orchard 
9tieet  and  Dorchester  avenue ;  and  the  petition  of 
W.  S.  Eaton,  for  an  engine  and  boiler  on  Monks's 
wharf,  were  considered,  and  no  one  appearing  to 
object,  they  were  severally  recommitted. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  Charlestown  An- 
tique Association,  for  leave  to  parade  on  June  17, 
from  4  to  8  A.  M.,  with  police  escort. 

David  H.  Blacey,  that,  the  horses  belonging  to 
the  police  department  of  East  Boston  be  stabled 
near  the  station  house. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Francis  W.%  lViitchell,  for  leave  to  con- 
struct a  cellar  below  grade  at  corner  of  Shawmut 
avenue  and  Northampton  street. 

C.  M.  Beckler,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old  wooden 
stable  for  six  horses  on  Ea^  Sevtnth  street,  No. 
590;  also,  petition  of  William  S.Locke  and  thir- 
teen others,  in  aid  of  same;  also,  remonstrance  of 
Warren  S.Beil  and  eighteen  others,  against  same. 

J.  Howes  Dyer,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  stable  for  two  horses  on  Anawan  avenue, 
near  Beach  street,  Ward  17. 

P.  W.  Steger,  for  leave  to  occupy  au  old  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Pearl  street,  No.  23, 
Charlestown. 

George  R.  Fowler,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  stable  for  two  horses  on  Elliot  street, 
Ward  17. 

H.  W.  Jordan, for  leave  to  occupy  a  new  wooden 
stable  for  two  holies  on  Allstou  street,  Ward  19. 

Hill  &  Rice,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  iron  stable 
for  100  horses  on  India,  street,  coiner  Atlantic  ave- 
nue. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Elizabeth  Robin- 
son et  al.,  to  be  paid  adequate  damages  for  land 
taken  for  sewer  purposes  on  Dudley  street, 

John  G.  Tappan  et  al.,  for  a  new  sewer  at  the 
westerly  end  of  Ashburton  place. 

Aaron  D.  Williams,  attorney,  et  al.,  that  sewers 
be  constructed  in  Howard  and  Gerard  streets* 
Roxbmy. 

Ralph  Haskins  et  al., for  a  sewer  in  Savin,  Tupe- 
lo and  Quincy  streets. 

Mark  R.Wendell  et  al.,  for  a  drain  in  Green- 
ough  avenue.  , 

George  Hayries  et  al.,  that  drainage  be  provided 
for  the  territory  bounded  by  Washingcon,  River, 
Temple  and  Sanford  streets,  Ward  16. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  J.  W.  Derby,  for  additional  award  for 
land  damages  on  Hanover  avenue. 

Dennis  Nolan  and  Jeremiah  Crowley,  for  as- 
sessment of  damages  on  account  of  taking  of 
land  by  the  Boston,  Revire  Beach  &  Lynn  Rail- 
road Company. 

J.  D.  &  L.  C.  Rienhard,  for  additional  com- 
pensation foi  land  damages  on  Bowdoin  street, 
Ward  16. 

Michael  Geraghty,  f o  r  compensation  for  wid- 
ening Lincoln  street,  Brighton. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  R.  Greene  et  al.,  for  the  removal  of  two 
trees  from  295  Warren  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Armories.  Co.  D, 
First  Infantry,  for  alterations  and  improvements 
of  their  armory. 

Tothe  Committee  on  Market.    George  H.  Chess- 


man, for  leave  to  transfer  his  undivided  half  of 
lease  of  stalls  87-89  Faneuil  Hall  Market  to  Charles 
W.  Hall. 

To  the  Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall.  National 
Lancers,  for  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  on  June  14  for  cel- 
ebration of  their  anniversary. 

Tothe  Joint  Committee  on  Streets.  Herbert 
Bent,  for  appointment  as  Superintendent  of  East- 
ern-avenue Bridge. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Survey  and  In- 
spection of  Buildings.  Otis  H.  Weed,  for  leave  to 
erect  a  wooden  building  situated  on  Culvert  stieet, 
Ward  15. 

J.  J.  Williams,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  build- 
ing  on  Spring  street,  Ward  17. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  D.  F.  Flagg  & 
Co.  et  al.,  that  Eudicott  street,  between  Hanover 
and  Cross  streets,  be  paved  with  granite  blocks. 
.  E.  A.  Pierce  et  al.,  for  compensation  for  grade 
damages  or  abatement  of  betterments.  Union 
street,  Brighton. 

Charles  B.  Peabody,  for  grade  of  Harrison  ave- 
nue, near  Perry  street. 

Henry  B.  Hill  et  al.,  that  portions  of  Border 
street  be  paved. 

Johu  Murphy,  for  leave  to  move  a  wooden 
building  from  514  to  522  Main  street,  Charlestown. 

Oxnard  Sugar  Refinery  et  al.,  for  extension  of 
their  pipe  on  Atlantic  avenue. 

South  Boston  Railroad  Company,  for  leave  to 
construct  a  curved  track  at  corner  of  Milk  and 
Washington  stre  ets. 

Samuel  H.  Smith,  for  leave  to  place  a  lamp  post 
in  sidewalk,  80  Tremont  street. 

Joseph  Ham,  for  edgestones  in  Marcella  street. 

Michael  Hounhan,  f®r  brick  sidewalk  67  and  69 
P  street. 

Jesse  Holbrook,  for  brick  sidewalk  40  Wood- 
bine street. 

Horatio  Harris  et  al.,  that  the  city  defray  a  por- 
tion of  the  expense  of  sprinkling  Walnut  avenue, 
Roxbury. 

Hoi  ace  M.  Sargent,  for  brick  sidewalk,  Emerson 
street,  corner  of  Third. 

Bridget  O'Rorke,  for  brick  sidewalk  776  ana  778 
Parker  street. 

Bridget  Kennington,  for  brick  srdewalk  254 
Third  street. 

Michael  Lonergan,  for  brick  sidewalk  256  Third 
street. 

Edward  M.  Skinner,  for  edgestones  in  Centre 
street.  Ward  17. 

Susan  Ann  Hewes,  for  edgestones  9  Alpine 
street. 

Henry  Burbeck  et  al.,  that  the  sidewalks  on 
Forest  street,  Ward  14,  be  paved  with  brick. 

Edward  N.  Perkins  et  al.,  that  Perkins  street, 
Ward  17,  be  sprinkled  by  the  city. 

Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad  Com- 
pany et  al.,  that  some  street  railway  company  be 
authorized  to  run  cars  to  the  foot  of  High  street. 

D.'F.  Flagg  et  al.,  that  Salem  street,  from  Par- 
menter  to  Hanover  street,  be  repaved  with  granite 
blocks. 

Order  from  Committee  on  County  Buildings,  to 
provide  water  closets,  etc.,  for  Municipal  Court 
rooms  in  Brighton,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  $1000. 
Passed. 

Order  to  macadamize  and  lay  sidewalks  on 
Thomas  and  Brew  r  street,  Ward  17.    Passed. 

Order  to  macadamize  and  set  edge:-tones  on 
Fifth  street,  from  P  to  Q  street.    Passed. 

Order  to  set  edgestones  and  pave  Athens  street 
with  wood,  from  A  to  B  street,  $ 4000.    Passed. 

Order  to  macadamize  and  set  edgestones  on 
Seavems  avenue,  from  Centre  to  Elm  street,  in 
Ward  17.    Passed. 

Order  to  macadamize  and  set  edgestones  on  Eliot 
street  from  Pond  to  Centre,  Ward  17.    Passed  . 

Order  to  appropriate  $165  towards  the  expense 
of  sprinkling  First  street,  from  the  railroad  to  E 
street.    Passed. 

Order  to  appropriate  $1000  towards  the  exp  tnse 
of  sprinkling  Warren  street,  from  Dudley  street  to 
Grove  Hall.    Passed. 

Order  to  appropriate  $200  towards  the  expense 
of  sprinkling  Blue  Hill  avenue,  from  Dudley  to 
Clifford  street.    Passed. 

Report  and  order  to  allow  P.  R.  Guiney,  Regis- 
ter of  Probate,  $139,  for  extra  clerrcal  services  in 
hrs  department.    Passed. 

Orders  to  pay  for  land  damages— German  Meth- 
odist Church,  $402,  Shawmut  avenue;  William  and 
Augustus  Bacon,  $3052,  Shawmut  avenue;  heirs 
of  Daniel  Dowd,  $2757.80,  Eustis  and  Magazine 
streets;  India  wharf,  $112,166,  Atlantic  avenue. 
Severally  passed. 

Order   to   pay    George   W.    Mann,  $1167.75,  for 
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Corey-street  ]?.ud  damages.    Laid  on  the  table,  on 
motion  of  Aldeiman  Harris. 

PAPERS    FROM    THE  COMMON    COUNCIL    FOR    CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Ordei  to  authorize  the  Cochituate  Water  Board 
to  submit  its  annual  leport  in  print.    Passed. 

The  older  for  the  purchase  of  gig  n't  street- 
sweeping  machines,  at  not  exceeoing  $400  each, 
came  up  ref erred  to  the  Committee  on  Health. 
Concurred. 

Order  to  print  5000  copies  of  chapter  99  of  acts 
of  1875  (the  license  la <v).    Passed. 

Order  uo  print,  for  u-e  of  citizens,  10.000  copies 
of  chaper  185  of  acts  of  1875  (the  public-park  act), 
to  be  voted  upon  on  June  9.    Passed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Streets  to  procure  plans 
and  estimates  for  the  construction  of  bridges  over 
Boston  &  Providence  and  Boston  &  Albany  rail- 
roads in  extension  of  West  Chester  paik.  Passed. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Overseers  of  Treasury 
referrii  g  to  Committee  on  the  Assessors'  Depart- 
ment the  subject  of  tbe  loan  to  th^  Overseers  of 
the  Poor  of  tine  Brighton  tax  books.    Accepted. 

The  report  of  the  Com  i.ittee  on  tbe  Common, 
on  the  petition  of  Abbott  Lawrence  et  al.,  (City 
Document  No.  59.)  recommending  tbe  construc- 
tion of  a  granite  c orb  along  Tremont-street  mall, 
came  up  recommitted,  with  ihe  request  that  said 
committee,  if  deemed  expedient,  report  a  plan 
for  a  fence,  and  that  a  pablic  hearing  be  given  up- 
on the  subiect.    Concurred. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Library  on  peti- 
tion ot  M.  P.  Wilder  et  al.  (City  Document  No.  46), 
with  order  for  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  report 
an  ordinance  to  establish  a  commission,  to  be 
termed  "Record  Commissioners,"  v;ho  shall  col- 
lect such  facts  as  will  tend  to  complete  the  records 
of  births,  marriages  and  deaths  in  this  city  prior 
to  1849;  provided  that  said  commissioners  shall 
incur  lo  expense  or  debt  on  behalf  of  the  city 
without  a  vote  of  the  City  Council.  Orders  passed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Census,  etc.,  to  report 
what  measures,  if  any,  can  be  taken  to  obtain 
statistics  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths  in  this 
city.    Passed. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Common  granting  leave 
to  withiiraw  on  petition  of  T.  A.  Sprain  for  per- 
mission io  take  charge  of  the  boats  on  tue  Public 
Garden  pond.    Accepted. 

An  ordinance  to  amend  ths  ordinance  relating 
toseweis,  so  that  assessments  mavbe  based  on 
the  area  rather  than  on  the  value  of  land  benefit- 
ed,  came  up  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  with  instiuctions  to  reconsider  the 
basis  of  assessments,  and  to  give  a  public  hearing 
ou  the  subject.  The  Board  concurred  in  the  re- 
committal, with  u  amendment  to  the  instruc- 
tions, on  motion  of  Alderman  Quiucy,  by  adding 
the  words  "it  tbey  oeem  expedient."  Alderman 
Quiucy  desired  that  some  reasons  should  be  given 
by  the  other  branch  why  a  public  hearing  should 
be  had  on  this  subject,  which  would  be  done  if 
the  Council  voted  to  adhere.    Sent  down. 

The  o  der  for  the  Committee  on  Treasury  De- 
partment to  nominate  a  Collector  of  Taxes  came 
up  amended  so  as  to  provide  for  the  nomination 
of  Trea-  tirer  also.    Concurred. 

Report  from  Committee  on  Claims  that  a  settle- 
ment bad  been  made  with  Sarah  M.  Bemis  for  the 
sum  i  f  |500.    Accepted. 

A  report  aud  orders  from  Committee  on  North- 
ampton-street District  authorizing  the  payment 
to  Phineas  E.  Gay  of  $23,000,  tor  work  done  on 
Suffolk-strpet  District,  came  up  referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Alderman  Harris — Is  there  a  parallel  case  where 
parties  having  sued  the  city,  the  matter  having 
been  referred  to  an  auditor  and  he  having  decided 
in  favor  of  th  e  city  in  spite  of  that  decision  the 
committee  deemed  it  advisable  to  recommend  tbe 
pavment  of  oeary  $23,000?  I  want  to  know  if 
there  is  a  precedent  for  such  action.  I  must  con- 
fess that  with  my  ideas  of  justice  it  seems  to  be 
unwarranted. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  am  not  aware  that  there 
is  any  precedent  for  revising  the  action  of  an  au- 
ditor appointed  by  the  court:  but  the  character  of 
the  evidence  relied  on  by  the  city  is  such  that  the 
Assistant  City  Solicitor, who  has  charge  of  the  case, 
is  strongly  ot  the  opinion  that  a  settlement  would 
better  be  made  upon  the  terms  arrived  at  by  the 
committee  and  by  Mr.  Gay.  Tbe  evidence  is  of 
such  a  character  that  he  thinks  rt  would  oot  be 
advisable  for  the  city  to  go  before  a  juiy  upon  it. 

Alderman  Harris— Will  the  gentleman  please 
state  the  auditor's  name  who  decided  in  favor  of 
tbe  city? 


Alderman  Stebbini — I  don't  kDow  that  I  can;  I 
have  an  imptession  that  it  was  Judge  Parmenter. 

Alderman  Power — I  am  informed  that  Judge 
Paine  was  the  auditor  io  this  case,  au<>  it  seems  to 
me  that  on  such  authority  this  Government  ought 
to  stand  by  the  decision.  But  as  this  mattei  is  to 
come  before  us  again,  and  as  we  will  then  have 
an  opportunity  to  talk  upon  it,  I  don't  propose  to 
open  the  subj  ct  today.  Meantime  we  can  get 
more  information  upon  it. 

Ale  erman  Stebbins— When  the  case  was  heard 
by  tlie  auditor,  the  plaintiff  was  not  allowed  to  go 
into  the  nature  and  character  of  the  evidence. 
The  pa/ties  then  employed  by  the  city  are  not  now 
in  the  employ  of  the  city— neither  the.Engineer  nor 
his  assistants — and  there  are  certain  things  in  the 
testimony  which  would  make  it  undesirable  to  go 
before  a  jury.  The  committee  are  strongly  of  the 
opinion,  after  a  long  negotiation  and  a  thorough 
investigation  of  the  case,  that  it  would  better  be 
settled. 

Alderman  Harris— How  long  has  this  claim  been 
pending? 

Alderman  Stebbins— About  three  vfsrs,  I  think. 

The  Board  concurred ir  the  ieference. 

Report  and  order  to  strengthen  the  floir  ana 
roof  of  Fantuii  Hall  Building  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $2500.    Passed. 

Order  to  construct  an  addition  to  the  primary 
schoolhom-e  on  Francis  street,  at  a  cost  of  $20,000. 

Aldermen  Prescott  movect  to  lay  tbe  order  on 
the  tabl",  stating  as  a  reason  that  while  the  dis- 
trict committees  ere  in  favor  of  tae  addition, 
some  of  the  parents  li ving  va  that  section  object 
to  the  location,  and  that  that  is  not  the  proper 
place  to  furnish  the  accommodations.  He  had 
been  much  engaged  on  other  matters  and  desired 
a  week  in  order  co  investigate  the  matter. 

Alderman  Worthingi on  did  tot  object  to  allow- 
ing a  week  for  investigation,  but  this  enlargement 
was  desirable  at  as  eariy  a  day  as  possible  this 
year.  Quite  a  uuinber  of  scholars  had  been  col- 
onized in  chat  district,  a  3d  it  should  noc  continue. 
It  is  as  near  the  centre  of  the  district  as  can  be. 
He  movtd  to  specially  assign  tbe  order  for  balf- 
past  five  o'clock  P.  M.  next  Monday. 

Alderman  Prescott  did  not  make  the  motion  to  ta- 
ble to  cause  delay,  but  he  desired  to  be  well  inform- 
ed, as  acousatio.  s  of  extravagance  in  regard  to  the 
building  of  schoolhouses  had  been  made  by  some 
of  the  press. 

The  order  was  specially  assigned  to  5y2  P.  M.  on 
Monday. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  inquire 
and  report  if  action  is  necessary  to  define  the 
duties  of  the  City  Registiar  and  the  Board  ol 
Health  relating  to  burial  peimits. 

Alderman  worthington  moved  to  amend  the 
order  by  adding  "and  to  consider  the  expediency 
of  placirjg  the  City  Registrar  in  charge  of  the 
Board  of  Health." 

Alderman  Steobins— I  hope  the  amendment  will 
not  be  adopted,  for  this  iegson:  The  City  Regis- 
trar is  appointed  by  virtue  of  a  statute  law  of  this 
Commonwealth,  and  to  place  him  in  charge  of  an- 
other department  it  wi*l  be  nece:sary  to  go  to  tbe 
Legislature,  which,  I  am  happy  to  say,  has  about 
adjourned  this  afternoon.  The  Board  ot  Health 
are  governed  more  by  the  city  ordinances  than  by 
statute  law,  and  therefore  the  amendment  would 
amount  to  nothing,  because  no  action  could  be 
taken  until  the  next  Legislature.  Meantime,  here 
is  an  exigency  which  must  be  met  now. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  bave  been  told  on 
good  authority  that  such  is  not  the  case,  and,  al- 
though a  State  officer,  the  City  Registrar,  for  all 
the  purposes  of  ihe  city,  can  be  placed  under 
charge  of  the  Board  of  Health.  My  amendment 
is  for  the  committee  to  consider  the  expediency 
of  so  doing,  and  if,  on  application  to  the  City  So- 
licitor, it  should  he  found  that  we  canuot  control 
him,  that  will  be  an  end  of  my  amendment.  I 
want  to  know  the  fact,  by  authority,  whether 
there  is  any  obstacle  in  the  law  of  the  State  to 
placing  the  Registrar  in  charge  of  the  Board  of 
Health. 

Alderman  Stebbins — If  the  gentleman  will  in- 
troduce a  separate  order,  and  not  embarrass  this 
one  by  such  an  amendment,  1  shall  be  happy  to 
vote  for  it.  Let  us  have  fitch  an  order,  and  we 
can  consider  it  at  length  duringthe  summer,  in 
season  for  the  next  Legislature.  The  present  exi- 
gency requires  immediate  action. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  cannot  see  that  tbe 
amendment  interferes  with  that.  It  will  be 
a  part  of  their  duty  to  consider  the  subject; 
if  it  is  found  to  '->e  illegal,  then  it  will 
be   dropped.     It   is   simply   an    additional  duty 
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for  the  committee,  ana  does  not  interfere 
with  the  labor  imposed  by  the  cider  of  the  Com- 
mon Council.  I  should  object  to  introducing 
a  special  order  for  the  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject during  the  summer,  as  we  already  have  busi- 
ness enough. 

The  amendment  was  adopted— 6  for,  5  against — 
and  the  order  as  amended  was  passed.  Sent  down 
for  concurrence  in  the  amendment. 

Report -nd  order  to  permit  the  .Boston  Typo- 
graphical Uniou  No.  13,  and  others,  to  hold  a  con- 
vention in  the  Common  Council  Chamber,  for  five 
days  (June  7-11). 

Alderman  Prescott  was  opposed  to  passing;  this 
order,  because  it  would  be  establishing  a  prece- 
dent in  regard  to  letting  rooms  in  City  Hall.  If 
this  permit  is  granted  he  oid  not  see  how  they 
could  refuse  to  give  the  hall  to  any  one.  Hart  he 
been  present  at  the  committee  meeting  he  should 
have  put  in  a  minority  repoit.  He  had  as  yet 
heard  no  good  argument  m  favor  of  granting  it. 
He  quoted  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward 
9  in  the  Common  Council,  and  said  he  thought  it 
would  establish  a  bad  precedent.  The  hall  had 
been  refused  to  the  school  superintendents  of 
New  England,  and  it  is  well  understood  that  the 
city  will  not  grant  it  except  for  meetings  connect- 
ed with  the  City  Government.  He  intended  no 
disrespect  for  the  members  of  the  Union,  or  the 
signers  of  the  petition,  and  his  only  reason  for 
opposition  was  the  bad  precedent  it  would  es- 
tablish. 

Alderman  O'Biien  said  that  in  1859  the  hall  was 
granted  to  these  representatives  of  the  newspa- 
per press  from  all  parts  of  the  country  who  met  in 
convention,  and  after  the  lapse  cf  some  sixteen 
years  tbey  are  to  meet  here  in  June,  and  it  was 
not  thought  out  of  place  to  repeat  the  courtesy. 
He  did  not  look  upon  it  as  a  precedent  for  this  or- 
ganization. The  members  of  the  convention  «vi II 
be  young  printers  who  are  m  all  human  probabili- 
ty to  be  the  future  reporters,  editors  and  mana- 
geisof  the  press  of  the  country,  and  it  is  rather  to 
impress  them  than  to  set  a  precedent.  All  know 
what  an  immense  influence  the  press  has,  for 
good  or  evil,  and  as  representatives  of  that  lpower 
it  would  not  be  out  of  place  for  the  City  Council 
to  allow  them  to  hold  a  few  sliort  sessions  in  City 
Hall. 

Alderman  Prescott  said  the  Bible,  Charitable 
and  hundreds  of  other  societies  which  meet  here 
represent  all  the  States  in  the  Union.  If  it  is  to 
be  the  policy  of  the  City  Government  to  grant  the 
hall  to  members  of  the  press,  why  should  itnot  be 
granted  to  others?  He  would  be  happy  to  vote  to 
allow  them  the  use  of  Faneuil  Hall,  which  could 
be  obtained  at  a  slight  expense. 

Alderman  Prescott  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  order  was  passed— yeas  7,  nays  4. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Clark.  Harris,  O'Brien,  Pope, 
Quincy,  Viles,  Worthington  — 7. 

Nays  —  Aldermen  Burr  age,  Power,  Prescott, 
Stebbins — 4. 

BOSTON,  REVERE  BEACH  &  LYNN  RAILROAD. 

Abondlor  $20,000  was  received  from  the  Boston, 
Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad,  for  payment  of 
damages  to  the  city  of  Boston  for  land  taken  for 
ferry  puvposes. 

Alderman  Power  asked  whether  the  Board  had 
any  power  to  pass  upon  the  question,  for  if  they 
had  they  ought  to  know  something  more  about 
whether  the  city  is  liable  for  the  piopertythe 
company  intend  to  take. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  the  road  intend  to  take 
a  small  strip  of  land  known  as  Belcher  place,  and 
they  are  required  by  law  to  give  bonds  that  they 
will  pay  for  the  land  taken,  when  the  price  shall 
have  been  determined.  The  laod  is  in  charge  of 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and  he 
moved  the  reference  of  the  bond  to  that  com- 
mittee. 

Alderman  Power  said  it  would  be  best  for  the 
city  and  tne  company  to  agree  unou  a  price, 
though  he  did  n't  believe  they  had  'the  money  to 
pay  for  it.  The  land  has  been  kept  for  the  pur- 
pose of  a  main  sewer  which  runs  under  it,  and  it 
is  of  more  importance  than  might  at  first  be  sup- 
posed. 

Alderman  Burrage  asked  if  the  bond  had  been 
approved  by  the  City  Solicitor. 

Alderman  Stebbius  said  it  was  n't  necessary,  as 
the  law  only  required  the  approval  of  the  Board 
of  Railroad  Commissioners,  which  is  affixed  to 
the  bond. 

Alderman  Bui  rage  asked  if  they  had  examined 
into  it,  or  merely  took  the  word  of  the  company. 

Alderman  Stebbins  did  not  know;  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lauds  would  look  into  that. 


The  bond  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands.    Sent  down. 

COMMUNICATIONS  AND  REPORTS  FROM  CITY  OFFI- 
CERS. 

School  Committee.  Requests  for  the  use  of 
Tremont  Temple  for  annual  exhibition  of  English 
High  School;  and  for  a  new  piimary  schoolhouse 
in  the  Sherfvin  District.  Referred  to  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Instruction.    Sent  down. 

The  Brookline  commissioners  make  a  proposi- 
tion to  supply  water  for  high  service  of  Wards  17 
and  19,  for  eighty-five  per  cent,  of  the  rates 
charged  by  the  city  of  Boston;  as  a  means  for 
protecting  the  town  against  waste,  the  town  is  to 
have  the  right  of  meteriogthe  watei  supplied  at 
its  own  expense,  and  to  charge  the  city  of  Boston 
for  excess  of  consumption  over  eighty-five  gal- 
lons per  capita,  at  the  rate  of  one  ceivt  per  hun- 
dred^ gallons;  the  other  terms  to  be  similar  to  those 
between  East  boston  and  Charlestown. 

Cochituate  Water  Board.  Communication  re- 
lating to  the-  terms  for  obtaining  a  supply  of  water 
fiom  Brookline  foi  Wards  17  and  19.  Referred  to 
Joint  Committee  on  Water.    Sent  down. 

Superintendent  of  Markets.  Report  for  quarter 
ending  April  30.  Rtceived  and  paid  into  the  treas- 
ury—$26,684.37.    Placed  on  file. 

Auditor  of  Accounts.  Monthly  exhibit  for 
April.  Following  is  the  state  of  th  s  appropria- 
tions : 

i^venilef  3£*  Expended.  Unexpen'd. 

General  $13,425,004.18    $524,666.57    $12,900,337.61 

Special 3,906,123.19  8,890.28        3,897,232.91 

$17,331,127.37    $533,556.85    $16,797,570.52 


Sent  down. 


EAST  BOSTON  FERRIES. 

Alderman  Stebbins  submitted  the  annual  report 
(City  Document  No.  65)  of  the  Directors  of  East 
Boston  Ferries,  which  was  accepted  and  sent 
down. 

Amount  paid  into  the  treasury  during  the  vear, 
$200,000;  expenditures,  $265,408.72,  including  $26,- 
000  for  repairs  on  steamer  Lincoln  and  the  cost  of 
two  new  drops  at  the  South  Feriy.  The  estimat- 
ed receipts  for  the  next  financial  year  are  $200,- 
000,  at  d  the  expenditures  $245,100.  Not  a  single 
serious  accident  has  occurred  during  the  year. 
The  cost  to  the  city  up  to  April  30,  1875,  of  the 
boats,  franchise  (not  including  interest),  and  the 
running  expenses,  and  also  the  revenue  from 
rolls,  have  been  as  follows:  Cost  of  boats,  ave- 
nues, franchise,  etc.,  $592,190.68;  running  expense 
up  to  this  date  (five  years),  $1,273,509.78;  revenue 
up  to  this  date  (five  years),  $989,166.04. 

Following  is  a  statement  showing  the  nature  of 
the  travel  upon  the  ferries  for  the  finaocial  year 
ending  April  30:  401,046  one-horse  teams,  152,793 
two-horse  teams,  4648  three-horse  teams,  6068  four- 
horse  teams,  5  five-horse  teams,  1  six-horse  team, 
15,675  two-horse  carriages,  7  four- horse  carriages, 
221  one-horse  drags  and  long  loads,  244  two-horse 
drags  and  long  loads,  400  three-horse  drags  and 
long  loads,  536  four-horse  drags  and  long  loads, 
5  cbree-horse  caravans,  ;^0  four-horse  caravans,  1 
five-horse  caravan,  16,627  five-cent  tolls,  1  three- 
ceat  toll,  3.144,600  foot  passes,  3,584,697  foot  passen- 
gers, 127,600  outstanding  foot  passes.  Received 
for  ferriages— North  Ferry,  $80,389,79;  for  South 
Ferry,  $118,076.38.  The  daily  average  of  receipts 
has  been  $543.74;  ditto,  last  year,  $585  74. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CITY  REGISTRAR. 

The  annual  report  of  the  City  Registrar  (City 
Doc.  No.  54)  was  received  and  seiic  down. 

The  number  of  births  registered  in  Boston  in 
1874  was  11,717—6021  males  and  5696  females— dis- 
tributed as  follows;  The  number  that  occurred  in 
Boston  (exclusive  of  the  towns  annexed  last  year) 
was  10,068,  an  iicrease  of  380—3.92  per  ceot.;  in 
Charlestown,  1044,  an  increase  of  177—20.41  per 
cent. ;  in  West  Roxbury,  886,  and  increase  of  94 — 
32.19  per  cent. ;  in  Brighton,  219,  an  increase  of  43— 
24.43  per  cent.  The  total  number  of  births  is  in 
the  ratio  of  one  birth  to  28.27  of  the  entire  popula- 
tion. If  the  still-births  (642)  be  added  to  this  num- 
ber the  ratio  will  be  one  birth  to  26.79  of  the  popu- 
lation. The  births  in  Charlestown  were  m  the 
ratio  of  one  birth  to  31.47  of  the  population  of  that 
place ;  in  West  Roxbury,  one  to  28.52 ;  in  Brighton, 
one  to  28.34;  in  the  rest  of  Boston,  one  to  27.92. 

The  number  of  births  was  11,717,  of  which  54.74 
per  cent,  were  of  foreign  parentage.  Tne  children 
of  Irish  parentage  largely  predominated,  this 
class  furnishing  32.42  per  cent,  of  all  the  births, 
and  59.21  per  cent,  of  all  whose  parents  were  both 
foreign  born.    Compared  with  the  preceding  year, 
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there  was  a  cleciease  of  children  of  Irish  parent- 
age of  1.25  per  cent,,  and  an  increase  of  1.30  per 
cent,  of  children  of  native  parents. 

The  number  of  colored,  children  horn  was  185 
(ic  eluding  three  children  of  Indian  parentage),  or 
oae  birth  to  21.62  of  the  estimated  colored  popula- 
tion or  4000,  or  46.25  births  in  each  1000  of  that 
race.  The  births  of  white  children  w  ere  in  the 
ratio  of  one  birth  to  28,36,  or  35.25  in  bach  1000  of 
the  white  population. 

It  will  be  noticed  chat  while,  the  white  male 
children  exceeded  the  females  by  325,  the  colored, 
females  exceeded  the  colored  males  by  16.  Of  the 
three  children  of  Indian  parents,  two  were  fe- 
males. 

There  was  an  iccrease  of  127  still-births  com- 
pared ttith  the  preceding  year. 

The  number  of  carriages  during  the  year  was 
4049,  whu  h  is  iu  the  ratio  of  one  marriage  to  40.89 
of  the  population. 

The  marriages  in  Boston  were  iu  the  latio  or 
24.46  in  a  thousand . 

October  and  November,  as  usual,  appear  as  the 
favoute  matrimonial  period,  no  less  than  21.56  per 
cent,  of  the  marriages  occurring  during  the^e 
months. 

The  average  number  of  marriages  on  each  day 
of  the  year  was  11.10,  a  slight  increase  on  the  num- 
ber of  the  preceding  year. 

Less  than  9  per  cent,  of  the  grooms  were  over 
forty  years  of  age,  There  were  106  grooms  be- 
tween fiffy  and  sixty,  one  ot  whom  married  a 
bride  who  had  not  reached,  her  twenty- fifth  year. 
Another,  over  seventy,  married  a  bride  under 
forty.  And  still  another,  w no  had  pissed  his 
fortieth  year, married  a  bride  under  eighteen 
years  of  age  Less  than  17  per  cent,  of  the  brides 
were  over  thirty  years  of  age  when  married,  while 
32  per  cent,  of  the  grooms  had  reached  that  age 
before  marriage. 

There  were  195  grooms  who  maimed  brides  old- 
er than  themselves. 

There  were  four  bachelors  who  chose  as  their 
brides  those  who  had  twice  before  been  married; 
and  four  grooms  who  had  passed  through  the 
matnmonial  market  three  times,  chose  spinsters 
as  their  fourth  vestures ;  15.39  per  cent,  of  the 
grooms  and  12.92  per  cent,  of  the  bric'es  had  pre- 
viously been  married. 

There  were  106  colored  marriages,  and  26  in- 
stances in  which  the  grooms  were  colored  and  the 
brides  white,  an  increase  of  24  over  the  number 
recorded  in  1873. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  during  the 
year,  including  those  that  occurred  in  the  newly- 
amwxed- territory  of  Charlestown,  West  Koxbury 
and  Brighton,  was  7812.  If  the  population  of  the 
entire  city  be  estimated  at  331,125,  on  the  first  of 
January  last,  the  death  rate  will  appear  as  23.59 
in  a  thousand,  or  one  death  m  each  42.39  of  the 
whole  population.  This  is  a  decrease  of  nearly 
five  in  a  tnousand  from  the  preceding  year. 

The  numbei  of  deaths  in  Chailestown  in  1874 
was  693,  an  increase  of  136  over  the  number  of  the 
preceding  year,  showing  a  death  rate  of  twenty- 
one  in  a  thousand.  In  Brighton  there  were  103 
deatbs,  a  decrease  of  six — 16.75  in  a  thousand,  or 
one  death  in  each  59.70  of  the  population  of  that 
place.  The  number  of  deaths  in  West  Roxbury 
was  176,  an  increase  of  seven — 15.19  in  a  thousand, 
or  one  death  in  each  62.54  of  the  population  of 
West  Roxbury. 

Compared  with  eight  other  American  cities, 
Boston  stands  as  follows:  The  mortality  of  the 
entire  city  is  given — 

Per  1000.'  Per  1000. 

New  York , 27.10  Richmond 20. 

Baltimore 24.5  I  Philadelphia 19.8 

Boston 23.59 1  Providence 19. 

Buffalo 20.    I  San  Francisco 19. 

Louisville 20.     I 

One  other  fact  is  woithy  of  statement.  Of  all 
the  decedents  above  twenty  years  of  age  75.86  per 
cent,  were  or  had  been  married. 

ATLANTIC  AVENUE  AND  STATION  NO.  8. 

The  Chairman  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Finance  on  the  requests  of  Com- 
mittee on  Streets,  asking  tor  $30,000  for  complet- 
ing Atlantic  avenue,  and  the  Committee  on  Police 
for  $10,0  0  to  raise  Police  Station  8,  with  the  ac- 
companying orders: 

Oidered,  Taat  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  ap- 
propriation for  Widening  Hanover  Street,  No.  2, 
the  sum  of  $22,831.88,  and  from  the  Reserved  Fund 
the  sum  of  $7168.12,  to  the  appropriation  for  At- 
lantic Avenue. 


Ofderea,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  tiainsfer  from  the  Re- 
served Fund  the  sum  of  $10,000,  to  constitute  a 
special  appropriation  for  raising  Police  Station 
House  No.  8. 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed— yeas  11,  nays  8. 
Sent  down. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Stebbins  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses,  as  follows: 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted — Boylscon  Muse- 
um, 667  Wa-hington  stieet;  Jonathan  Burned,  to 
exhibit  3  diorama  for  one  y-ar. 

H  ck  Licenses  Granted— P.  E.  Field  &  Son,  82 
Silver  street;  Warren  S.  Brown,  Heath  street. 

License  to  deal  in  Second-hand  Articles  Re- 
voked— William  Folsom,  21  King  street. 

License  to  deal  m  Second-hano  Articles  Grant- 
ed— B.  J.  Tansey,  21  Water  street,  Charlestown. 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted— Thomas  Jones,  to  run 
from  Haymarket  square  to  Hippodrome.  J.  C.  A. 
Robinson  and  L.  Emerson,  Jr.,  severally,  to  run 
from  City  square;  to  Hippodrome;  C.  W.  Ryan, 
from  East  Boston  to  Hippodrome;  Cyrus  Jones, 
61  Richmond  street;  Leonard  Emerton,  Jr., 
Charlestown  squaie;  Edward  S.  Edwards,  express 
wagon;  Mosss  C.  Colby,  express  wagon;  Samuel 
G.  Bailey,  96  Blackstone  street. 

Mruors'  Applications. Grauted — Four  bootblacks, 
twelve  newsboys. 

Bowling  Alley  Licensed— John  H.  Odenweller, 
Boylstoa  street,  Ward  17. 

Billiard  Licet se  Refused— Leonard  Brothers, 
699  Washington  street. 

Billiard  Licenses  Granted— Barnes,  Gill  &  Co., 
United  Stages  Hotel;  James  H.  Kane,  comer  Em- 
erson street  and  Broadway;  Z.  Taylor  Harrington, 
Cattle  Fair  Hotel,  Ward  19;  William  Henry,  Han- 
cock street,  Ward  16;  William  Taylor,  85  Bunker 
Hill  street;  Valentine  Homer,  2231  Washington 
stieet;  Ivory  C.  Ham,  358  Main  street;  Merrill  & 
Balton,  12  Maverick  square;  Henry  Rolie,  19  Boyl- 
ston  street;  Oscar  Julius,  47  Eliot  street;  Charles 
Portlock,713  Washington  street;  S.  M.  S.  Pratt,  75 
Court  stieet;  Theodore  Mitchell,  21  School  street; 
John  A.  Parks,  agent,  Maverick  House;  Frederic 
W.  Locke,  Monument  Hall ;  William  Fraser&  Co., 
57  Temple  place;  Alexander  B.  Woods,  923  Tre- 
mout  street;  Charles  Williams,  339  Broadway. 

Severally  accepted. 

SALARIES    OF    TREASURER,    COLLECTOR    AND   AU- 
DITOR. 

Alderman  Stebbins  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Salaries,  who  were  requested 
to  report  an  order  establishing  the  salary  for  the 
office  of  Collector  of  Taxes,  having  considered  the 
subject,  would  respectfully  rjecommend  that  the 
salary  be  fixed  at  the  rate  of  $5000  per  annum,  to 
be  iu'full  compensation  fot  all  services  performed 
by  that  officer  for  the  city.  The  amount  necessary 
for  clerk  hire  cannot  be  determined  until  the  du- 
ties of  the  office  have  been  more  clearly  defined. 
Under  the  law  establishing  the  Collector's  office 
all  fees  are  now  payable  into  the  city  treasury,  and 
the  salaries  of  the  deputy  collectors  are  to  be  fixed 
by  the  City  Council.  The  committee  are  not  pre- 
pared at  this  time  to  report  on  the  salaries  of  the 
deputies,  and  would,  therefore,  ask  for  further 
time.  In  their  general  report  on  the  salaries  of 
city  officers,  the  committee  omitted  the  salaries 
of  the  City  Treasurer  and  Auditor  until  the  ques- 
tron  then  under  consideration  concerning  the  re- 
organization of  the  former  office  was  settled. 
They  would  now  recommend  thac  the  salaries 
of  those  two  officers  be  fixed  at  the  rate  of 
$6000  each  per  annum,  to  be  in  full  compen- 
sation for  all  services  performed  by  them  for  the 
city.  The  salaries  of  the  Treasurer  and  Auditor, 
as  now  established  by  the  City  Council,  are 
$5000  each  per  annum  ;  but  they  receive  in  addi- 
tion $1000  each  for  services  in  connection  wrth  the 
care  and  custody  of  the  Sinking  Fund.  The 
Treasurer  has  also  recerved  a  considerable  sum 
on  account  of  fees  paid  to  collectors.  It  appears, 
therefore,  that  the  salary  fixed  for  the  Auditor  is 
the  same  as  he  has  i  eceived  for  a  number  of  years 
past,  and  that  the  salary  for  the  Treasurer  is 
somewhat  less  than  that  officer  has  heretofore  re- 
ceived. The  committee  recommend  the  passage 
of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be 
requested  to  report  an  order  providing  the  means 
for  paying  the  deputy  collectors  and  the  clerks 
in  the  Conlector's  Office. 

Ordered,  That  the  salary  of  the  Auditor  of  Ac- 
counts be  at  the  rate  of  $6000  per  annum,  begin- 
ning on  the  1st  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1875;  said  sum 
to  be  in  full  compensation  for  all  services   per- 
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formed  for  or  on  account  of  the  city  of  Boston  or 
the  County  of  Suffolk. 

Ordeied,  That  ihe  salary  of  the  City  Treasurer 
be  at  the  fate  of  $6000  per  annum,  beginning  on 
the  first  day  of  April,  A.  D., 1875;  said  sum  to  be  in 
full  compensation  for  all  services  peitormed  for 
or  on  accoui.t  of  the  citv  of  Boston  or  the  county 
of  Suffolk. 

Ordered,  That  the  salary  of  the  Collector  of 
Taxes  be  at  the  r  <  te  of  $5000  per  annum,  begin- 
ning on  the  date  of  hi.-  el  ction ;  said  sum  to  be  in 
full  compensation  for  all  services  performed  for 
or  on  =  ccount  of  the  city  of  Boston  and  the  coun- 
ty of  Suffolk. 

Severally  read  once. 

THE    MYSTIC  STORAGE  BASINS. 

Alderman  Stebbms  offered  tlie  following: 
Oidered.  That  chapter  400  of  the  acts  of  the  year 
1874,  being  an  act  authorizinp  the  city  ot  Boston 
to  establish  a  storage  leservoir  in  the  Mystic  Val- 
ley ;  al-o  chapter  202  oi  the  acts  ot  the  y  ar  18T5, 
being  an  act  authorizing  the  city  of  Boston  to  con- 
stru'  t  a  sewer  in  the  Mystic  \allev,  be  referred  t© 
the  Mystic  Water  Board  with  the  inquest  that 
said  board  will  consider  and  report  to  the  City 
Council  at  an  early  day  what,  action  should  be 
taken  thereon  by  the  i  lty,  with  a ;  e-t.iinate  of  the 
cost  of  any  plans  submitted  by  saicl  board. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

FREE    FERRIES  ON  JUNE  17. 

Alderman  Sfrbbms  offered  the  following: 

Ordered.  That  the  Directors  of  the  East  Boston 
ferri-s  be  authorized  tr>  iun  the  boats  of  the  fer- 
ries free  of  lolls  on  the  Sevente  =  nth  of  June  next; 
and  in  lieu  of  the  toils  as  provided  bv  ordinance, 
the  sum  of  $400  is  hereby  appropriated  to  the 
credit  of  the  ferry  department;  the  same  to  be 
charge  >  to  the  apmopriation  for  the  celebration 
ot  the  Seventeenth  of  June. 

Alderman  Stebbms  said  this  had  beenagrted 
upou  by  the  Committees  on  the  Centennial  and  the 
Ferries. 

Order  read  twice  arid  passed.    Sent  down. 

RAILROAD  OBSTRUCTIONS   IN  EAST  BOSTON. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offeied  the  following: 

Whereas,  By  t.n  oider  of  this  Board,  passed 
June  8, 1874,  the  Eastern  and  the  Boston  &  Al- 
bany, Railroad  corporations  were  directed  to  es- 
tablish gates  at  the  crossing  by  said  radroac's  of 
certain  streets  in  East  Boston;  and  whereas,  the 
teim.s  of  said  order  have  not  been  complied  with, 
it  i?,  therefore,  hereby 

Ordered.  That  the  Chief  of  Police  be  directed  to 
prosecute  said  corporations  oi  their  servants  or 
agents  for  every  violation  of  the  provisions  of 
section  129,  chapter  372,  of  the  acts  of  the  year 
1874,  relating  to  ttie  •obstruction  ot  travel  on  pub- 
lic streets  by  railroad  corporations. 

Alderman'  Stebbins— 1  suppose  the  Board  are 
entirely  familiar  with  the  matter  of  the  railroad 
crossings  at  Ea>t  Boston .  It  has  been  before  the 
City  Government  in  some  shape  or  other  in  the 
past  three  or  four  years.  Iu  1873  the  Paving  Com- 
mittee considered  the  expediency  of  bridging  the 
streets  to  obviate  the  difficulty,  but  when  the 
plans  were  prepared  it  was  found  to  be  inadvisa- 
ble to  construct  the  bridges,  on  account  of  the 
width  of  the  tracks  and  the  great  expense.  At 
the  session  of  the  Legislature  in  1874  the  Mayor 
was  authorized  to  ask  that  the  tracks  might  be 
removed  outside  the  line  of  the  island,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Railway  Commissioners  to  con' 
sider  and  report  what  action  should  be  taken.  Last 
/  summer  the  commissioners  gave  two  public  hear- 
ings in  this  hall,  and  finally  decided  that  the 
re-locatioD  of  the  track-,  as  asked  tor  by  the  cit> 
of  Boston,  should  be  done.  At  considerable  ex- 
peuse,  the  Citv  Engineer  had  the  route  surveyed, 
showing  that  the  plan  was  feasible  and  that  it 
was  best  for  th^  interests  of  the  city  to  do  it.  The 
Railway  Commissioners  reported  early  this  year 
in  favor  of  a  re-iocation  of  the  tracks.  It  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Railway  Committee  and  two  reports 
were  made,  the  majority  being  in  favor  of  a  per- 
missive bill,  and  the  minority  in  favor  of  a 
mandatory  bill.  The  minority  bill  was  passed 
by  the  House  of  Representatives  by  a 
large  majority,  and  it  went,  to  the  Senate,  wheie  it 
was  met  by  one  of  the  most  powerful  lobbying  in- 
fluences ever  brought  to  bear  at  the  State  House, 
and  defeated,  and  the  majority  bill  substituted. 
We  are,  therefo-e,  in  the  same  condition  today 
that  we  were  last  year.  Some  redress  must  be 
had,  and  the  only  thine:  for  the  city  of  Boston  to 
do  is  to  apply  the  law,  and  not  allow  the  cars  to 
cross  the  streets  except  at  certain  intervals,  and 
to  require  a  certain    time   to  elapse    after  the 


passage  of  each  tiain.  If  we.  do  that  we  can 
get  along  for  anothei  year;  but  the  end 
of  the  thing  will  be  the  removal  ot  the 
tracks,  which  the  railroad  corporations  oppose 
on  every  hand.  They  admit  that  it  is  a 
nuisance,  but  say  they  don't  propose  to  stir  in  the 
matter,  auo  the  nuisance  will  be  increased  as 
their  business  augments.  With  a  single  excep- 
tion they  have  paid  no  attention  to  the  order  of 
the  Board  of  )a:t  year — the  Boston  &  Albany  road 
erected  only  one  gate.  When  the  Eastern  Rail- 
road were  questioned  at  the  State  House  why  the 
order  of  this  Board  had  been  disobeyed,  they  re- 
plied substantially  that  they  dio  n't  propose  to 
pay  attenti  n  to  the  order.  Therefore  this  order 
is  put  in  that  we  may  have  some  redress  and  that 
the  railroads  mav  be  made  to  obey  the  law.  I 
move  that  the  order  take  its  second  reading. 

The  order  was  real  a  second  time. 

Alderman  Harns— It  is  very  probable  that  tnat 
©rder  is  judicious  and  exDedient;  but,  neveithe- 
less,  it  »ould  seem  to  me  that  it  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered bv  some  commiitse  and  receive  their  in- 
dorsement before  the  city  take  issue  with  the  rail  • 
road  corporations  by  authorizing  our  Chief  of  Po- 
lice to  prosecute  them,  and  making  rroie  or  less 
lawsuits.  To  my  mind  it  would  seem  that  it  ought 
to  be  more  maturely  considered,  and  with  that 
object  in  view,  and  not  trom  any  opposition  to 
the  order,  I  move  its  reference  to  the  Committee 
on  Police. 

AloVrman  Power  — I  think  the  reference  entire- 
ly unnecessary.  It  has  been  considered,  as  the 
Alderman  has  said,  for  two  or  three  y ears.  Pub- 
lic hearings  have  been  gii'en,  and  the  city  and 
railroad  authorities  consulted.  It  is  unquestion- 
ably a  dangerous  place,  and  would  be  made  less 
so  if  they  would  comply  with  the  law  and  put 
gates  there;  but  they  haven't  done  it.  They 
don't  even  have  competent  men  there ;  they 
employ  a  cheap  class  of  men  at  the  cross- 
ings, an  interior  class  ot  pensioners,  wh'le 
such  a  position  requires  quick-witted  men. 
The  Committee  on  Paving  two  or  three 
times  reported  orders  for  them  to  put  gates 
there,  but  they  paid  no  attentio.i  to  it;  ar  d  when 
the  people  of  Boston  go  to  the  Legislatme  and  try 
to  remedy  the  evil  they  are  met  by  this  strong 
po^er  tnat  defeats  our'  object.  It  seem/*  to  me 
tb.it  we  are  perfectly  justified  in  compelling  them 
to  keep  within  the  law  and  obey  it  just  the  same 
as  a  private  individual  is  in  his  business.  The 
police  make  merchants  who  obstruct  the  sidewalks 
obey  the  law,  and  the  merchant  is  just  as  much 
conducive  to  the  growth  or  the  city  a-  a  raliroad. 
Of  course  if  every  body  is  going  to  b  skilled,  and 
thee  is  to  be  no  protection  from  the  corporation, 
it  is  very  evident  that  we  must  take  hold  ourselves 
and  nrotect  the  public  to  a  proper  extent.  We 
have  tried  it  and  they  pay  no  attention  to  our  or- 
ders; audit  seemsjto  me  tbr.t  we  should  put  the 
law  in  force. 

Alderman  Harris — Have  any  o.ders  issued  by 
this  Government  been  disregarded  by  the  corpo- 
rations? 

Alderman  Power— My  impression  is  that  the 
Committee  on  Paving  liave  reported  two  years  in 
succession  upon  this  matter,  taking  all  the  action 
that  seemed  proper  at  the  time,  though  I  do  not 
remember  the  exact  form.  #  As  I  stated  before,  we 
had  consultations  wito.  the  railroad  authorities 
over  there,  and  they  promised  to  comply.  We  had 
a  hearing  ard  a  consultation.  The  committee 
could  Dot  recommend  the  construction  of  bridges 
over  those  streets,  because  it  would  cost  a  quarter 
of  a  million  dollars;  so  we  did  the  next  best  thing 
— ordered  them  to  put  gates  there. 

Alderman  Stebbius — The  last  order  reported  by 
the  Committee  on  Paving  was  on  June  8th,  1874, 
which  was  read  twice  and  passed,  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  notice  be  and  hereby  is  given  to 
the  Eastern  and  Boston  &  Albany  railroad  cor- 
porations to  erect  gates  on  Marginal  and  Sumner 
streets,  East  Boston,  and  to  station  agents  to  open 
and  close  the  same  when  an  engine  or  train 
passes." 

That  order  has  been  entirely  disregarded  by  the 
Eastern  Railroad.  The  Boston  &  Albany  Rail- 
road, in  compliance  with  that  order,  did  erect  one 
gate;  but,  as  I  stated  before,  when  asked  why 
they  had  pot  complied  with  That  order,  the  East- 
ern Railroad  replied  substantially  that  they  would 
do  so  when  they  got  ready  to  consider  it. 

Alderman  Burrage— As  the  order  simply  directs 
the  Chief  of  Police  to  enforce  a  law,  it  does  not 
seem  necessary  to  refer  it  to  any  committee. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  lost,  and  the  order.was 
passed. 
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POLLUTION  OF  PEGAH  BROOK. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  I'd  at  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  be 
authorized  and  directed,  in  behalf  of  tbe  city  of 
Boston,  to  cause  actions  to  be  commenced  against 
HDy  persons  or  corporations  guilty  of  polluting  the 
waters  of  Pegan  Biook  or  otber  stream  discbaig- 
ing  into  Lake  Cochit'i  ate. 

CELEBRATION  OF  THE  FOURTH  OF  JULY. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  a  joint  special  committee,  con- 
sisting of  three  Aldermen  witb  such  as  tbe  Com- 
mon Council  may  joia,  be  appointed  to  maKe 
arrangements  for  the  celebration  of  the  Fourth  of 
July,  1875,  by  causing  the  bells  of  the  churches  to 
be  rung,  national  salutes  co  be  fired,  the  East 
Boston  ferries  to  be  run  free,  entertainments  to 
be  pioviaed  for  the  children  connected  with  the 
public  schools,  ana  an  oration  to  be  delivered  in 
Music  Hall  or  elsewhere,  at  an  expense  hoc  ex- 
celling $5500:  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Incidentals. 

Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  select  a  suitable  person  to  deliver  an  oration 
before  the  City  Government  and  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton on  the  ninety-ninth  anniversary  of  the  Declar- 
ation of  American  Independence. 

Alderman  Stebbins  explained  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  allow  the  orator  time  to  prepare  himself, 
and  this  should  have  been  attended  to  several 
weeks  since.  On  his  motion,  the  order  was  read 
twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

ORDER  TO  PAY  FOR  LAND  DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board : 

Order  to  pay  Phoebe  Daniels  §1057.50,  for  land 
taken  and  damages  occasioned  in  widening  Shaw- 
mut  avenuB  by  an  order  of  the  Street  Commission- 
ers of  Nov.  23, 1874.    Read  once. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Sewers: 

Reports  with  orders  of  notice  tor  hearings  on 
Monday  next,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  expediency 
of  constructing  sewers  as  follows:  In  Ashburton 
place,  at  westerly  end ;  in  Meridian  street,  between 
White  and  Eagle  streets;  in  Warren  street,  be- 
tween Quiney  and  Crawford  streets;  in  Norfolk 
avenue,  between  Dorchester  Brook  anil  Humphrey 
street,  in  Humphrey  street  through  private  land 
to  Berkeley  court,  in  Berkeley  court,  m  Hamlet 
street;  in  Boston  street,  in  Albright  street  o.r 
court,  and  in  Sumner  street;  in  Savin  Hill  avenue, 
between  Dorchester  avenue  and  Pleasant  street, 
and  in  Pleasant  street  between  Creek  and  Stough- 
ton  streets;  in  Savin,  Tupelo  and  Quiney  streets. 
Orders  severally  passed. 

Orders  directing  the  Superintends  ot  of  Sewers 
to  construct  sewers  as  follows:  In  Commerce 
street,  near  Atlantic  avenue;  in  Alaska  street;  in 
Cherry  =treet,  Ward  14.  Severally  read  twice  and 
passed. 

SPECIAL  ELECTION  ON  THE  PARK  QUESTION. 

Alderman  Worthin £ton  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  warrants  be  issued  for  msetings 
of  the  legal  voters  of  this  city  in  their  several 
wards  on  Wednesday,  tbe  9th  d(s.y  of  June  next, 
being  the  seond  Wednesday  in  said  month,  at 
niae  o'clock  A.  M.,  then  and  there  to  give  in  their 
ballots,  "Yes"  or  "No,"  in  answer  to  the  question, 
"Shall  an  act  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
Commonwealth  in  the  vear  eighteen  hundred  and 
seventy  five,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  laying  out  of 
public  parks  in  or  near  the  city  of  Boston'  be  ac- 
cepted?" The  polls  to  be  kept  open  until  six 
o'closk  P.  M. 
Passed.  , 

PERMITS  FOR   STABLES. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  ie- 
ports  in  favor  of  granting  tbe  following  petitions 
for  permits  for  stables:  Michael  Slyne,  Bolton 
streak,  southerly  side,  one  lot  from  D  street;  J.  B. 
Sanford,  Highland  street,  near  Certre;  Patrick 
Doyle,  Hairis  court,  Charlcstown  ;  Jerry  Murphy, 
Eveiett  strest,  near  Orleans. 

Also  report  recornrai-nding  the  granting,  on 
usual  condition^,  of  a  permit  to  John  T.  Johnston 
to  occupy  stable  for  ten  horses  on  corner  of  YVasb- 
ingtoi  street  and  Greenwood  avenue,  Ward  17, 
provided  said  stable  shall  be  placed  forty-five  feet 
from  Greenwood  avenue. 

Also  reports  recommending  laave  to  withdraw 


on  tbe  following  petitions  for  stables:  Johnson  & 
Co.,  East  Third  street,  corner  of  H;  George  Shell- 
hammer,  32  Rogers  street. 
Severally  accepted. 

PAY  OF  CITY  LABORERS. 

Alderman  Worthicgton  submitted  a  report 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Health,  on  the  re- 
ports on  die  pav  of  laborers  in  the  several  depart- 
ments, and  the  order  relative  to  the  wages  of 
laboiers  in  the  Health  Department,  that  upon  in- 
vestigation they  are  satisfied  that  the  employes  in 
the  Health  Department  are  paid  liberally,  ai.d  the 
supply  exceeding  the  demand,  they  consider  any 
change  from  present  rates  inexpedient.  Accept- 
ed.   Sent  down. 

POLICE  RELIEF   FUND. 

Alderman  Quiney,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  to  whom  was  referred  tbe  communi- 
cation of  the  Chief  of  Police  relative  to  the  ex- 
tension of  the  time  for  the  addition  of  witness 
fees  of  policemen  to  the  Police  Relief  Fund,  sub- 
mitted a  report  lecommeriding  the  passage  of  the 
following: 

An  Ordinance  in  relation  to  the  Police  Relief 
Fund. 

Be  it  ordained,  etc.— 

Section  1.  Tbe  operation  ol  the  ordinance  in 
relation  to  the  Police  Relief  Fund  paused  the  Sev- 
enteeivt'a  of  June,  in  the  year  1870,  is  hereby  ex- 
tended for  a  period  of  five  years  from  the  17th  day 
of  June  m  the  year  1875. 

Read  once. 

STORAGE  OF  PETROLEUM. 

Alderman  Quiney  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Fire* Department  on  the  part  of  the 
Board,  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  peti- 
tion of  John  A.  Nowell,  for  license  to  store  petro- 
leum at  his  store,  169  Biackstone  street.  Ac- 
cepted. 

PEDLERS,    ETC.,    ON    THE    COMMON. 

Alderman  Qmncy  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Common  and  Public  Grounds, 
representing  that  some  actijn  is  necessary  on  the 
part  of  the  City  Council  to  restrain  tbe  use  of  the 
Common  and  Public  Grounds  by  pedleis  and 
showmen,  and  recommending  the  passage  of  the 
following: 

An  Ordinance  in  addition  to  an  ordinance  in  rela- 
tion to  tbe  Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

Be  it  ordained,  etc. — 

Section  1.  No  pe,rsou,  without  the  permission 
of  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  of  the  City 
Council  on  Common  and  Public  Grounds,  shall 
expose  for  sale  or  sell  any  goods,  waies  or  mer- 
chandise on  the  Common,  Public  Garden  and 
public  squares  of  the  city. 

Sect.  2.  No  person,  without  the  permission  of 
the  Joint  Standing  Committee  of  the  City  Council 
on  Common  and  Public  Grounds,  shall  erect  or 
maintain  any  booth,  stand,  tent  or  apparatus  for 
purposes  of  public  amusement  or  show  on  the 
Common,  Public  Garden  or  public  squares  of  the 
city. 

Sect.  3.  Any  person  who  shall  offend  against 
any  of  the  provisions  of  the  foregoing  sectious 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  each  offence  a  sum  not 
less  than  one  dollar  nor  more  than  twenty  dollars. 

Alderman  Quiney  said  the  ordinance  had  al- 
ready been  considered  informally  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances,  and  a  reference  to  them  was 
unnecessary;  as  it  was  desirable  to  have  it  go  to 
the  Council, he  moved  that  it  take  its  second  read- 
ing. 

The  ordinance  was  read  twice  and  passed.  Sent 
down. 

BRIDGES. 

Alderman  Power  submitt°d  the  following  from 
the  Con  mittee  on  Bridges: 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  and  it  is  hereby  given 
to  the  Middlesex  Railroad  Company  that  in  the 
opinion  of  this  Board  the  public  safety;  and  con- 
venience leqniif  that  Charles  River  Bridge 
should  he  paved  witb  small  granite  blocks,  and 
that  said  company  be  directed  to  pave  the  space 
occupied  by  its  tracks  on  said  bridge  with  small 
granite  blocks;  said  work  to  be  done  under  the 
direction  aid  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  City  En- 
gineer. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  be  au- 
thorized to  repair  Chelsea-street  Bridge  at  an  ex- 
pense not  exceeding  8700;  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Bridges. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 
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Ordered,  That  Charles  River  Bridge  be  closed 
against  the  passage  of  vehicles  until  the  lepaiis 
ordered  to  be  made  thereon  are  completed. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  Cnelsea-street  Bridge,  between 
East  Boston  and  Chelsea,  be  closed  against  public 
travel  on  che  24th  mst.,  and  remain  closed  until 
the  repairs  thereon  are  completed. 

Reaa  twice  and  passed. 

PLANTS,  ETC.,   FOB  PUBLIC   GROUNDS. 

Alderman  Power -submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Common  and  Public 
Grounds: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  autboiized  to  expend  a,  sum 
not  exceeding  §1000,  in  repaiiiiiJ-  fences,  foun- 
tains, etc.,  on  the  public  grounds;  the  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  tbe  Common 
and  Public  Grounds. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  he  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  §5000,  in  the  purchase  of  plants  for 
the  Public  Garden  and  public  squares ;  said  sum  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Cocuinon  and 
Public  Grounds. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Serially  sent  clown. 

PAVING  BEPOBTS  AND  OBDEBS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  reports  and  orders 
from  trie  Committee  on  Paving,  as  follows : 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  the  following  peti- 
tions: M.  Drinan  &  Co.,  to  move  wooden  build- 
ing from  Hancock  street,  Ward  16,  to  Bartlett 
place.  Ward  13;  M.Ellis  &  Co.,  to  move  wooden 
building  from  rear  271  Havre  stieet  to  Church 
street,  Ward  1 ;  W.  L.  Burt,  to  place  lamp  post  in 
sidewalk  of  Devonshire  street,  at  Post  Office. 
Seveially  accepted. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  Daniel  C.  Rogers  et  al.  for  a  plank  walk 
on  I  street,  from  Fourth  to  Fifth  street.  Accept- 
ed. 

Report  iv co mine o cling  reference  to  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Common  and  Squares  of  the  petition  of 
Moses  A.  Dow  et  al.  that  the  city  pay  a  portion  of 
the  expense  of  sprinkling  City  square.  Accept- 
ed.   Sent  down. 

Report  with  the  following:  Wbereas,  The  abut- 
ters on  Berwick  park  have  given  to  the  city  of 
Boston  a  strip  of  land  about  eight  feet  in  width  on 
each  side  of  said  park,  and  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  bave  laid  out  said  strip  of  land  as 
a  part  of  the  public  highway ;  and  whereas,  said 
abutters  have  furnished,  at  their  own  expense,  the 
hammered  edgestou«=s  for  a  proposed  mall  in  said 
park,  as  shown  on  a  plan  drawn  by  the  City  Sur- 
veyor, dated  July  15, 1874:  therefore  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  tbe  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  set  the  edgestones  of  said  mall  and 
pave  the  gutters  around  the  same  at  the  expense 
of  the  city.    Estimated  cost,  $800. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  raise  the  edgestones  and  sidewalks  on 
St.  Charles  street  to  the  grade  established  by  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners;  also,  to  pave  the 
gutters,  macadamize  the  roadway  and  build  the 
necessary  cesspools  in  said  street.  Estimated 
cost,  $2000. 

Also,  a  similar  order  in  regard  to  Cazenove 
place,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $1300. 


Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Repott  and  orders  directing  the  Superintendent 
of  Streets  to  furnish  and  sec  edgestones  and  pave 
sidewalks  withbiick,  as  follows:  On  the  easteilv 
side  of  Sixth  street,  betviesn  F  and  Dorchester; 
in  front  of  estate  of  E.  S.  Johnson  on  Savin  Hill 
avenue.  Ward  16;  in  front  of  estate  of  Charles  A. 
Green  on  Savin  Hill  avenue  ;  in  front  of  estate  of 
Thomas  Scanlac,  46  Thud  street.  To  pave  the 
sidewalk  with  brick  in  front  of  estate  on  the 
southeasterly  side  of  Ceoar  street, between  Thorn- 
ton and  Washington  streets;  to  furnish  and  set 
edgestones  in  from  of  estate  of  James  D.  Thom- 
son on  Vinton  stieet,  Suth  Boston:  in  front  of 
estate  of  the  Barnstable  Savings  Back,  119  Rug- 
gles  street;  in  front  of  est=.te  on  the  northeasterly 
side  of  School  street,  between  Washington  street 
ind  Weld  avenue;  in  front  of  estate  of  William  O. 
Noble  on  Boylston  street,  No.  17.  Orders  severally 
read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  for  the  proportionate  assessment  and  col- 
lection of  the  cost  of  layng  sidewalks  in  front  of 
certain  estates  in  Pembroke,  Northfield,  Mercer 
streets,  Harrison  avenue,  West  Third  and  Fourth 
streets.    Reac  t  "vice  and  passed. 

Rspo"ts  with  orders  directing  the  Superinten- 
dent of  Streets  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones, 
pave  the  gutters  and  macaaamize  roadway,  as 
follows:  Of  Orchard  street,  between  Pond  and 
Centre  streets ;  of  Weld  avenue,  between  Egles- 
ton  square  and  School  street;  of  Arcadia,  Ather- 
ton  and  Beethoven  stieets.  Orders  severally  read 
once. 

INSPECTION  OF  LIGHTEBS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Burrage,  the  ordinance 
to  amend  ordinance  in  relation  to  weighing  and 
inspection  of  lighters  (City  Doc.  No.  55),  was  taken 
from  the  table. 

Alderman  Burrage  said  it  had  been  looked  into 
very  carefully,  and  the  ordinance  has  been  found 
to  be  cottect.  It  is  needed  to  prevent  fraud  in 
this  business. 

Alderman  Harris  asked  if  the  requirement  of 
the  ordinance  had  been  complied  with,  viz.,  the 
recording  of  the  ordinance  at  length  and  the  cer- 
tificate of  correctness  by  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances. 

Alaerman  Quincy  said  that  was  routine  work, 
to  be  done  after  the  ordinal  ce  shall  have  been 
passed. 

The  ordinance  was  passed  in  concurrence. 

DAMAGES  TO  LITCHFIELD'S  WHABF. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington,  the  order 
to  pay  William  Gaston,  receiver,  $6000  for  dam- 
ages to  floating  dock  at  Litchfield's  wharf,  on 
account  ot  encroachment  thereon  by  Fort  Hill 
wharf ;  also  $6000  in  addition  thereto  on  comple- 
tion within  thirty  days  of  a  bulkhead  or  retaining 
wall  across  the  Litchfield  dock,  was  taken  from 
the  table  and  passed. 

BRIGHTON  BETTERMENTS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris,  the  report 
granting  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Thomas 
G.  Lewis  et  al.  for  a  hearing  on  revision  of  Bige- 
low-street  betterments,  was  taken  fromlthe  table 
and  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Streets  on 
the  part  of  the  Board. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott,  the  Board  ad- 
journed and  stood  adjourned  to  Monday  next  at 
four  o'clock  P.  M. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 


MAY    20,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  7l/2  o'clock  P.  M., 
Halsey  J.  Boardrnan,  President,  in  the  cliair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Annual  report s  of  tbe  City  Registrar  and  Direc- 
tors of  East  Boston  Ferries;  Auditor's  Exhiklt, 
May  17.    Severally  placed  on  file. 

Petitions  of  Moses  A.Dow  et  al.,  Comp  uy  B, 
First  Infantry,  and  Herbert  Bent;  communica- 
tion from  Cocliituate  Water  Board  in  relation  to 
terms  for  water  supply  for  W?rds  17  and  19;  re- 
quests of  School  Committee;  petitions  of  O.  H. 
Weed,  J.  J.  Williams.    Severally  referred. 

Orders  to  rim  the  Ease  Bosten  ferries  free  of 
toll  on  the  Seventeenth  of  June,  and  to  appropri- 
ate $400  to  credit  of  ferry  departmeot  instead  of 
tolls ;  for  an  expenditure  of  $1000  for  repair  of 
fences,  etc.,  on  public  grounds ;  tor  an  expendi- 
ture of  $5000  for  planes  for  Public  Garden  and 
squares.    Severally  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Order  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
the  bond  of  the  Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn 
Railroad  Company,  to  pay  for  land  taken  on 
Belcbei's  lane.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  orders  for  transfers,  viz.:  From  the 
appropriation  for  widening  Hanover  street  No. 
2,  $22,831.88  and  from  Reserved  Fund,  $7,168.12,  to 
appropriation  tor  Atlantic  avenue;  a  ad  from  the 
Reserved  Fund  $10,000  to  be  a  special  appropria- 
tion for  raising  Police  Station  House  No.  8.  Or- 
ders severally  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Order  to  refer  to  the  Mystic  W  ater  Boa>-d  acts 
authorizing  the  c.iy  of  Boston  to  establish  a  stor- 
age reservoir  in  the  Mystic  Valley,  and  authoriz- 
ing the  city  of  Boston  to  construct  a  sewer  m 
the  Mystic  Valley— said  board  to  lepott  what  ac- 
tion should  be  taken  thereon,  aod  an  estimate  of 
the  cost  of  clans.    R^ad  twice  and  pa>sed. 

Amendment  to  tbe  instructions  of  this  Council 
to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  in  reference  to 
the  ordinance  to  amend  an  oidinance  relating  to 
sewers,  by  iuserting  "if  deemed  expedient."  Con- 
curred. 

Amendmetit  to  order  concerning  tbe  Board  of 
Health  and  City  Registrar,  by  inserting  "also  to 
consider  tbe  expediency  of  placing  the  City  Reg- 
i;  trar  under  the  control  of  the  Board  of  Health." 
Con  cur  i  ed. 

Report  and  ordinance  in  addition  to  an  ordi- 
nance in  relation  to  Common  and  Public  Grounds. 
Ordinance  passed  to  second  reading. 

Report  that  it  is  icexpedient  to  make  any  change 
of  rates  of  pay  of  laborers  in  Health  Department. 
Accepted.  Subsequently  Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward 
3  said  he  was  not  in  bis  seat  when  the  report  was 
accepted,  and  expressed  the  desire  to  hear  some 
reasons  from  the  committee  why  the  report 
should  be  accepted,  and  hoped  tbe  action  would 
not  be  final  until  the-e  reasons  were  given.  The 
Presidert  ruling  tnat  a  motion  to  reconsider 
•»ould  not  be  in  order  then,  Mr.  Anderson  gave 
notice  that  he  should  make  one  at  the  proper 
time. 

Order  for  Mayor  to  select  a  suitable  person  to 
deliver  oration  on  July  4.  Read  twice  and 
passed. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  for  an  additional  expenditure  of  $100,  for 
tools  and  repairs  on  same,  for  Common,  etc. 
Passsd  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  an  additional  expenditure  of  $500,  for 
trees  and  shrabs  for  Comiton,  etc.  Passed  in 
concurrence. 

Order  for  the  fees  to  be  received  by  the  City 
Clerk  for  the  issue  and  record  of  licenses  (unrKr 
chap.  99,  acts  of  1875)  to  be  paid  into  the  city  treas- 
ury; and  that  $1200  per  annum  be  allowed  for 
services  of  clerks  rerjuired  under  said  act.  Passed 
13  concurrence. 

The  notice  of  a  motion  to  recoasider  the  vote  of 
lat  meeting,  whereby  was  passed  the  order  to  re- 
lease bond  of  Alexander  Dickson  as  Collector  of 
Taxes  for  West  Roxbury,  which  bad  been  filed  by 
Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  0,  being  taken  up  in  the 
regular  order,  Mr.  Crocker  said  he  had  felt  con- 
siderable doubt  whether  he  would  make  the  mo- 
tion or  not.  The  reason  he  filed  the  notice  was 
not  based  upon  anything:  ausing  out  of  this  par- 


ticular case,  but  on  the  que  tion  of  tbe  expe- 
diency of  making  any  such  older  at  all,  as  itmight 
woik  harm  in  other  <.  aset.  Under  all  the  circum- 
stances, however,  he  did  n't  caie  to  make  the  mo- 
tion. 

REPORT  OF  CITY  OFFICER. 

City  Treasurer  pro  tern.  Communications  trans- 
mitting the  .  ccounts  of  the  City  aod  County 
Treasurer  for  the  financial  yeai  ending  April  30th , 
and  the  state  of  the  Dorchester  Trust  Funds. 
Severally  referred  to  toe  Joint  Committee  on  the 
Treasury  Department.    Sent  up. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— Petition  of  Henry 
Chandler,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  stand  oa  the  Com- 
mon, and  petition  of  George  JLotz  et  al.,m  aid  of 
ss.me.  Referred  to  Joint  Committee  ou  Common 
and  Public  Grounds.   ■ 

By  Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13— Petition  of  Bernard 
Lennon,  for  the  payment  of  damages  to  estate  No. 
3  Orange  court,  on  Northampton-street  district. 
Referred  to  Joint  Special  Cemmittee  on  North- 
ampton-siieet  District. 

By  Mr.  Flynn  ot  Ward  7— Petition  of  E.  E.  Hill, 
for  compensation  for  damages  to  his  furniture  on 
account  of  the  taking  of  his  house  by  tbs  city  in 
1872  ror  a  smallpox  hospital.  Referred  to  Joint 
Committee  on  Claims. 

Severally  sent  up. 

CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15  submitted  a  report 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims,  that  Carle- 
ton  S.  Bragg  had  accepted  $50  in  full  settlement 
ot  his  claim  for  compensation  for  injuries  to  his 
horse  and  carriage,  caused  by  alleged  negligence 
of  tbe  city's  agents  connected  with  the  East  Bos- 
ton ferries.    Accepted.    Sent  up. 

AUDITOR  OF  ACCOUNTS. 

Mr.  Long  of  Ward  8  submitted  a  report  from  the 
joint  special  committee  to  nominate  a  candidate- 
for  Auditor  of  Accounts,  recommending  tbe  elec- 
tion of  Alfred  T.  Turner.  Report  accepted  and 
nomination  laid  over. 

SUFFOLK-STREET  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Committee  ou  Finance  on  the  report  of  Joint 
Special  Committee  on  Northampton- street  Dis- 
trict in  relation  to  the  proposed  settlement  with 
Phineas  E.  Gay  for  gravel  furnished  on  Suffolk- 
street  district,  recommending  that  the  order  to 
pay  said  Gay  $23,000  and  the  following  order  ought 
to  pass : 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  10  transfer  from  the  Re- 
served Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Suffolk-street 
District  the  sum  of  §33,500. 

Order  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

SUPPLIES   FOR  PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13  moved  to  take  from  the 
table  the  report  and  ordinance  to  amend  au  ordi- 
nance in  relation  to  public  institutions.  (Printed 
City  Doc.  No.  49,  1875.) 

Mr.  Train— I  ask  to  nave  tn  it  matter  taken  from 
tne  t«ibl e  for  the  reason  that  it  will  facilitate  the 
business  of  the  directors  for  public  institutions  in 
the  purchase  of  their  coal.  I  presume  that  gen- 
tlemen are  f  ami'iar  with  tne  proposed  alteration 
in  the  ordinance.  Tne  original  ordinance  requires 
that  when  supplies  ate  to  be  obtained  exceeding 
in  value  the  sum  ot  $300,  tbe  board  shall  adver- 
tise ir  the  newspapers  of  the  city  soliciting  pro- 
posals, etc.  The  alteration  is  to  strike  that  out 
and  insert,  "when  fuel  is  to  be  obtained  for  either 
of  the  public  institutions  exceeding  in  value  toe 
sum  of  $1000,  the  board  shall  advertise  for  pro- 
posals to  furnish  tbe  same,  auc  sball  contract  with 
tne  lowest  bidder,  if  the  board  deem  it  for  the 
best  interest  of  the  city  so  to  do."  The  time  has 
arrived  when  tbe  purchases  of  coai  are  neeessary, 
and  without  this  ordinance  being  passed  sve  are 
quit.-,  in  the  dark  as  to  what  our  action  should  be, 
and  being  desirous  of  conforming  to  the  ordi- 
nance passed  by  the  Boaro  of  Aldermen,  we  hope 
tbe  Council  will  take  some  action  upon  this  mat- 
ter. 

The  report  and  ordinance  were  taken  from  the 
table,  and  tbe  question  was  on  giving  the  ordi- 
nance a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Whitiuore  of  Ward  4 — I  move  that  the  ordi- 
nance be  indefinitely  postponed,  and  for  the  fol- 
lowing reasons:  This  ordiuance  has  been  before 
the  Couocil  for  a  long  time,  and  it  has  m  reality 
been  before  the  City  Government  a  longer  time. 
I  have  look*  d  back  to  see  the  dates  when  this 
proposition   was    first    brought   forward,    and   it 
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seems  that  on  the  11th  of  January  the  communi- 
cation from  the  Directors  for  Public  Institutions 
was  jeferrecl  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances;  on 
the  8th  of  Marco  the  ordinance  was  reported  to 
the  Board  ot  Ald^ruen,  and  on  the  15th  of 
March  it  was  laid  on  the  table;  on  tbe  29th 
of  March  the  amend inent  was  adopted,  and 
on  the  5th  of  April  the  ordinance  was  passed  bv 
the  Board  of  Aldermen.  I  think  I  am  warranced 
in  say iug  that  if  this  ordinance  was  again  on  its 
passage  in  tbe  Board  of  Aldermen,  it  would  not  be 
passed.  This  proposition  which  is  made  by  the 
Board  of  Directors  for  Public  Institutions  ought 
to  be  carefully  weighed  bv  the  Council  betore 
they  consent  to  it.  It  is  very  true,  as  the  geatle- 
mau  says,  that  the  ordinance  requires  them  to 
contract  for  all  large  purchases  of  supplies 
for  those  institutions ;  hut  I  believe  it  to 
be  a  strictly  correct  statement  co  say  that 
that  the  requisition  of  the  ordinance  has  been 
defied  and  broken  by  the  Directors  for  Pub- 
lic Institutions  for  the  last  three  or  four 
years.  We  have,  recently,  in  a  committee  of  which 
I  am  a  member,  had  occasion  to  investigate  the 
doings— or  did  attempt  to  investigate  them — of 
the  Board  of  Directors  for  Public  Institutions, 
and  we  were  met,  as  I  stated  at  the  last  meet- 
ing, very  squarelv  by  the  statement  that  this 
Council  bad  nothing  to  do  with  tbe  doings  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  for  Publ;c  Institu- 
tions; they  stood  on  their  legal  rights,  and 
I  believe  they  weie  warranted  b>  tbe  law 
in  so  doing.  When  the  new  ordinance 
came  before  the  Board  of  Aldermen  it  was  much 
broader  in  its  scope  than  it  is  as  it  comes  down 
to  us.  The  p  oposition  was  to  enable  them  to 
spend  all  the  money  voted  to  tbe,m  without  the 
usual  provision  for  advertisine  for  proposals ;  but 
one  of  tbe  Aldeimen.  Mr.  Prescott,  being-  familiar 
with  the  coal  business,  put  in  a  proviso  that  coal 
should  be  excepted.  As  he  expressr  d  it,  they  buy 
about  $40,000  worth  of  coal  a  year,  and  it  is  for  the 
interest  of  the  city  that  the  present  law 
should  be  maintained  in  that  respect.  Now, 
I  think  it  is  equally  foi  the  interest  of 
the  city  that  the  present  law  should  be 
maintained  as  it  is  in  regard  to  the  purchase  of 
all  other  supplies.  I  wish  the  Council  to  under- 
stand distinctly  that  the  directors  have  asked  us 
to  alter  the  present  law,  to  give  them  a  power 
which  they  do  not  possess,  ana  to  remove  restric- 
tions which  now  exist,  hut  which  they  think 
should  not  be  imposed  on  them.  It  is  very  evi- 
dent that  the  City  Government  may  suffer,  in 
voting  supplies  to  a  totaUy  distinct  branch  ot  the 
Government,  which  is  merely  allied  to  and  is  not 
controlled  by  us,  without  keeping  some  check  Upon 
it;  and  as  it  stands  now,  chey  ask  us  to  take  off 
the  sole  remaining  safeguard  there  is.  The 
law  is  that  they.°hall  advertise;  practically  they 
do  nothing  of  the  kind;  they  buy  goods  where 
they  please,  when  tbey  ple&se,  and  by  such  agents 
as  tbey  choose,  to  appoint.  In  view  of  these  facts, 
and  because  the  wisdom  ofthe  Council  in  pastyears 
has  decided  in  favor  of  this  wise  and  salutary 
restriction,  I  think  it  would  he  injudicious  to 
remove  it;  and  particularly  so  since  the  Board,  in 
standing  strictly  on  its  legal  rights  in  refusing 
to  answer  any  questions  in  regard  to  its  pro- 
ceedings—as it  had  a  right  to  do — enforces  the 
fact  that  the  City  Government  has  no  control  over 
them.  It  seems  to  me,  therefore,  that  this  re- 
quest on  their  part  comes  with  a  very  bad  grace 
indeeu.  I  do  not  think  tbe  Board  of  Directors  for 
Public  Institutions  have  shown  themselves  so 
wise,  careful  and  judicious  in  their  expenditure 
ot  the  city's  money  that  we  ought  to  take  off  this 
safeguard.  I  believe  the  rule  a  good  one,  a;  d  in- 
stead of  railing  off  the  restriction  we  have  I  think 
we  ought  to  direct  the  Auditor  to  approve  no 
bills  until  this  ordinance  is  complied  with  by  the 
directors.  Having  defied  the  ordinance  for  sev- 
eral years,  tbey  now  come  and  ask  us  to  remove 
the  law.  They  have  broken  the  law,  and  come  to 
us  and  say,  "It  is  verv  incocvenient  to  us  and  we 
wish  you  would  take  it  away."  For  those  reasons 
I  move  that  the  ordinance  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13 — I  did  n't  suppose  that  the 
Directors  for  Public  Institutions  were  to  be  ar- 
raigned heie  for  improper  and  illegal  acts,  as  I 
had  imagined  that  theie  was  to  be  a  report  from 
a  committee  who  were  appointed  to  examine  into 
that  and  present  the  fa' ts  in  proper  form.  But 
the  gentleman  has  made  such  assertions  that  I 
have  no  doubt  many  members  present  will  take  it 
for  granted  that  things  are  as  he  states — in  a 
mixed,  if  not  in  rather  a  deceitful  and  wrong  way 


with  the  Directors  for  Public  Institutiors,  I  shall 
not  altempt  to  controvert  on^  word  he  sa\  s,  but 
will  appeal  to  tha  Council  to  recognize  the 
gentlemen  whom  they  have  elected  to  be 
Directors  for  Public  Institutions  and  say 
whether  they  should  be  accused  of  any 
such  acts  or  any  unjust  and  improper 
methods  and  motives.  Their  actions  will  speak 
for  themselves;  I  have  nothing  to  say  upon  that 
point.  This  ordinance  was  passed  by  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  and  I  supposed  it  was  fully  ex- 
plained there.  Th?  request  was  made  before  I 
had  the  ho: or  to  be  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Directors.  The  action  of  the  ordinance  is  this: 
Weaie  obliged  to  advertise  tor  every  article  of 
supply  exceeding  in  amount  the  sum  of  $300.  The 
only  article  that  will  amount  to  more  than  $300, 
at  any  one  time,  is  coal,  uu  less  some  extra  ordinal  y 
matter  comes  up,  such  as  the  repairs  on  a  build- 
ing, requiring  skilled  labor,  bricks,  lumher,  or 
anything  of  that  kind,  which  would  be  advertised 
for,  ot  course.  This  amendment  is  merely  to 
apply  to  supplies  of  beef,  mutton,  pork,  or  a  pair 
of  oxen  or  horses,  and  as  I  understand  it,  the  di- 
rectors thought  it  was  hardly  worth  while  to  go 
to  the  trouble  and  expense  of  advertising  for  such 
small  and  trifling  matters  as  those.  Our  purchases 
of  coal  previous  to  this  year,  have  been  like  this: 
A  committee  appointed  by  the  President  has  been 
to  some  five  or  six  of  the  best  coal  dealers  in  the 
city,  obtained  prices  from  them,  and,  taking 
those  prices,  we  would  give  the  contract 
to  the  lowest  bidder,  provided  he  was  a 
responsible  man  and  would  furnish  the  coal 
satisfactory  in  every  way.  They  decided 
that  that  was  tbe  best  'and  fairest  way  for  the 
city  to  buy  coal  for  those  institutions.  Public 
advertising  for  coal  brings  in  men  who  furnish 
the  article  improperly  and  imperfectly,  and  the 
first  thing  we  know  it  is  condemned  at  the  islaDd, 
and  it  co?ts  mora  to  replace  it  than  if  we  had  paid 
tor  goo 3  coal  in  the  first  place.  Therefore  they 
thought  best  to  go  to  a  fair,  reliable  man,  and  felt 
cure  that  tbey  would  get  something  that  in  the 
end  would  be"  the  best  and  cheapest.  No?;?  comes 
in  this  amendment  obligii  g  tbedirectors  to  adver- 
tise for  theii  coal,  and  that  has  already  been  carried 
iDto  effect,  so  far  as  tne,  purchase  of  Cumberland 
coal  is  concerned.  An  adveitiseme  t  was  put  into 
the  newspapers  a  few  days  ago,  and  tbe  bids  ■*  ere 
opened  yesterday,  and  we  obtained  it  for  $5.75  a 
lon^  ton,  an  extremely  low  price,  bui  no  lower 
than  the  committee  had  been  offered  by  parties 
who  nad  been  supplyug  the  city  for  a  long  time. 
It  was  to  comply  with  that  law  teat  we  advertised. 
I  wish  to  state  that,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  goes, 
the  directors  have  no  wish,  desire  or  thought,  to 
assume  any  power  that  is  not  properly  dele- 
gated to  them.  Their  books  and  accounts 
are  open  to  the  inspection  of  all.  There  is  no  se- 
cret about  this  thing,  as  tbe  gentleman  would  im- 
ply. There  is  no  underhanded  business  about 
them,  and  I  am  surprised  that  such  statements 
should  be  made  by  a  member  of  this  Council,  un- 
les's  he  has  the  evidence  to  prove  it.  He  has  had 
the  run  of  their  books  and  the  assistance  of  a  spe- 
cial committee,  and  we  shall  have  their  report  at 
the  next  meeting.  He  has  had  every  opportunity 
to  cipher  out  any  wrong  transaction  that  any  one 
could  have,  and  I  have  yet  to  hear  from  the 
members  of  that  committee  that  one  speck  has 
been  found.  In  imagination,  there  may  be,  but  In 
reality  there  is  nothing.  I  don't  know  that  it  is 
going  to  help  us  very  much,  whether  the  ordi- 
nance lays  on  the  table  longer,  or  is  acted  upon. 
If  there  is  any  feeling  m  the  Council  that  the  orig- 
inal ordinance  should  remain  as  it  is  now,  we  are 
perfectly  willing,  so  far  «s  regards  any  restriction 
upon  our  action  ;  but  the  committee  thought  it 
better  to  have  the  matter  settled,  and  either  to 
have  this  ordinance  taken  up  and  passed,  or  to 
let  the  original  ordinance  stand  as  it  is  now. 

Mr.  Pags  of  Ward  9— I  do  not  agree  with  my 
colleague  upon  the  Boaid  of  Directors  in  regard 
to  the  statements  he  has  made  concerning  their 
management  of  the  purchase  of  supplies,  although 
I  indorse  every  word  of  his  in  regard  to  the  hon- 
esty and  faithfulness  of  the  directors.  I  believe 
in  advertising  for  everything  of  which  a  large 
amount  is  required.  I  don't  agree  with  him 
in  legard  to  the  former  method  of  purchasing 
coal  ;'I  believe  it  could  have  been  purchased  for 
much  less,  in  times  past,  by  advertising, 
and  I  endeavored  to  have  it  done.  I  believe 
that  every  articls,  of  which  a  Prge  amount  is  re- 
quired, whether  coal  or  anything  else,  should  be 
purchased  by  advertisement  for  proposals;  and  I 
believe  this  restriction  shoul  1   be   put  upon  the 
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directors.  But  in  the  details  of  purchasing  sup- 
plies, I  dOG'o  believe  it  is  for  the  best  interest  of 
the  city  to  advertise.  For  instance,  if  we  need 
three  or  toui  hundred  pounds  of  beef,  tnutton, 
pork,  ur  anything  of  that  sort,  to  call  together  a 
crmmitiee,  to  advertise  for  a  day  or  two  a^d  then 
opeu  the  bids,  would  add  to  the  expense,  cause 
delay  and  a  gre;,t  deal  of  unnecessary  trouble. 
But,  I  believe  in  the  fullest  competition  iu  this 
matter,  and  that  every  person  who  has  any  goods 
to  sell  that  are  used  by  the  directors  should 
have  an  opportunity  to  present  thena;  and  at 
ameetiug  of  the  board,  a  few  clays  since,  I  took 
occasion  to  introduce  an  order  looking  to  that 
end,  and  it  was  adopted,  and  a  change  in  the  old 
system  of  purchasing  supplies  was  made  at  that 
time.  I  believe  it  is  for  the  interest  of  the  insti- 
tutions that  a  full  and  fair  competition  should  be 
sought  f oi,  and  that  everybody  should  have  an 
opportunity  to  compeoe.  I  have  not  the  slightest 
feeling  about  the  oassage  of  this  ordinance . 
Whether  it  passes  or  not,  the  institutions  will 
be  run  as  economically  as  it  is  possi- 
ble to  run  them,  and  I  believe  that  the 
supplies  will  be  purchased  at  the  lowest  possible 
price.  If  the  Council  wish  the  Directors  to  adver- 
tise, I  should  be  perfectly  willing  to  doit,  for  I  be- 
lieve in  doing  it  for  all  supplies  of  any  considera- 
hle  amount.  I  believe  in  idvertisiug  for  supplies 
for  the  steamboat,  for  coal  and  for  all  goods 
which  amount  to  any  considerable  sum;  but  in 
the  small  articles  of  merchandise  which  tne  board 
purchase  I  don't  think  it  would  be  advisable  to 
advertise.  Therefore  I  think  it  is  perfectly  safe 
to  pass  this  ordinance,  bin  I  have  not  the  slightest 
feeling,  and  don't  care  whether  it  passes   or  not. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— I  am  very  glad  this  mat- 
ter has  been  brought  up,  but  1  doo't  like  the  idea 
that  bas  beent  hrown  out  that  the  gemtleman  from 
Ward  4  would,  by  any  means,  do  anything  to  mis- 
lead the  Council.  There  is  a  radical  trouble  with 
that  board;  it  has  exists  lor  years.  I  have  been 
a  member  of  the  Council  for  two  or  three  years 
last  past,  and  have  repeatedly  called  the  attention 
of  individual  members — some  of  whom  have 
seats  at  this  board  today--to  the  fact  that  the 
directors  are  uot  living  up  to  the  ordinance.  There 
are  two  sections  of  the  ordinance  which  they  have 
defied,  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4  well  says. 
Now,  for  the  information  of  the  Co  unci  I, we  will  see 
whether  it  is  so  or  not.  Upon  page  403  of  the  City 
Ordinances,  section  7,  you  wi'l  find  the  following: 

"Sect.  7.  Whenever  it  is  necessary  to  piocure 
supplies,  material,  set  vices,  or  labor  for  the  said 
institutions,  all  due  care  shall  be  used  to  procure 
the  same  at  the  lowest  market  price.  When  the 
supplier  or  materials  to  be  obtained  exceed  in 
value  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars,  the  board 
shall  advertise  in  the  newspapers  employed  by 
the  city  to  publish  its  advertisements,  for  sealed 
proposals  to  furnish  such  supplies  or  materials, 
describing  particularly  the  quality  and  quantity 
required,  and  the  times  and  places  of  delivery. 
Sum  proposals  as  may  be  received  shall  be 
opfiiied  at  a  ouolic  meeting  of  the  boaid,  and  the 
contracts  shall  be  a  warden  to  the  lowest  bidder; 
provided,  the  boaid  shall  deem,  it  for  the  best 
interest  of  the  city;  and  the  peison  contracting 
shall  furnish  satisfactory  security  for  the  faithful 
performance  of  his  contract.  No  member  of  the 
hoard,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  for  himself 
personally,  or  in  trust  for  any  other  psrson,  shall 
have  any  pecuniaiy  interest  in  furnishing  supplies 
for  the  institutions,  or  in  any  <  onttact  for  the 
same." 

It  is  not  optional  with  taem  ;  they  "shall"  ad- 
vertise. 

"Sect.  8.  The  said  Board  of  Directors  shall  make 
a  report  quarterly,  to  the  City  Council,  of  their 
expenditures  for  each  of  the  institutions,  and  an- 
nually, in  the  month  of  May,  Make  a  report  in 
print,  of  the  expenditures  arid  leedpts  of  each 
institution  for  th^  previous  year,  giving  the  con- 
dition of  each  institution,  with  the  number  of  in- 
mates admitted  thereto  and  discharged  there- 
from, the  births  and  deaths  therein  during  the 
year,  and  the  number  remaining  on  the  1st  of 
May,  together  with  such  other  information  per- 
taining thereto  as  they  deem  of  public  interest." 

Now,  sir,  I  have  repeatedly  in  1873  and  1874  in- 
quired of  the  City  CleiK;  if  he  could  furni  h  me 
with  such  a  reoort,  and  I13  has  never  bad  it. 
Have  n't  they  been  deielict  in  their  duty?  I 
have  called  the  attention  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  9 — who  is  a  member  of  the  board  now,  but 
was  not  at  the  time — anil  of  other  members  to  the 
fact,  but,  no  notice  has  been  paid  to  my  suggestion, 
although  I  have  spoken  ol  befit  of  those  sections. 


Now,  sir,  I  deem  it  to  be  of  absolute  necessity 
and  a  positive  right  that  every  coatract  that  they 
make  shall  be  open  to  everybody  for 
competition.  My  friend  from  the  Highlands  and 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  pay  they  should  not 
make  contracts  for  daily  supplies.  Why,  it  is  the 
commonest  thing  in  the  world  for  public  bodies  to 
contract  for  supplies  of  flour,  poik  and  beef  by 
the  y°ar.  Their  expenditures  amount  to  some — I 
don't  remember  the  exact  amount, — six,  seven  or 
eiyht  hundred  thousand  dollars,  more  or  less. 
Had  I  known  the  matter  was  coming  up  tonight  I 
should  have  been  better  posted.  But  heieis  a 
large  amouut  of  money  expended,  and  in  defiance 
of  the  ordinance,  and  without  any  warrant  of 
law,  they  employ  an  outside  individual  to 
mak<?  purchases  for  them.  I  don't  know  what 
corn  nission  that  autsiae  individual  may  get  for 
doing  that  work  from  others,  but  be  gets  a"  stipu- 
lated sum  for  doing  it  from  the  board.  Sewing 
machines  have  had  something  to  do  with  it.  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4  has 
done  good  service  iu  regard- 
Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9 — If  the  gentleman  will  give 
way  one  moment  I  would  like  to  correct  one  word. 
Mr.  Shaw—  Always,  sir. 

Mr.  Page— The  gentleman  he  refers  to  don't 
purchase  supplies  at  all,  except  it  may  be  a  few 
dollars'  worth. 

Mr.  Shaw— Within  a  short  time  tbat  gentleman 
has  been  disrobed  of  the  authority  which  he  did 
exercise,  but  at  the  time  some  complaints  were 
made  and  ne  was  properly  disrobed  and  his  na- 
kedness shown  up.  It  is  just  is  practicable  for 
the  parties  having  the  ruauagement  of  the  House 
of  Correctioi  and  other  institutions  of  which  the 
city  has  to  pay  the  expense,  to  contract  for  beef, 
pork,  flour,  cloth — of  which  they  buy  a  great  deal, 
for  they  are  regular  articles  in'  the  maiket, 
and  everybody  knows  there  is  a  glut  of 
such  materials— by  the  year.  Prison  clothing 
does  n't  vary  to  a  great  extent.  This  whole  sew- 
ing-machine business  was  got  to  give  a  certain 
person  something  to  do  originally,  but  I  don't  de- 
sire to  go  into  this  matter  at  this  time  because  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  4  is  a  great  deal  more  com- 
petent to  doit  than  I  am ;  he  has  taken  hold  of  it 
and  he  is  competent  to  handle  it,  and  1  hope  sugges- 
tions will  net  be  thrown  out  that  his  remarks 
will  mislead  the  Council.  There  are  certain  other 
points  I  don't  wish  to  go  into ;  but  these  aie  the  two 
mair  reasons,— they  do  not  live  up  to  the  spirit 
and  letter  of  the  ordinance.  I  don't  know  any- 
thing of  this  main  question,  but  I  think  some- 
thing ought  to  be  done.  I  don't  think  that  any 
member  charges  dishonesty  upon  those  directors. 
I  thiuk  they  are  fit  and  competent  men,  but  they 
have  misinterpreted  the  spirit  of  the  ordinance, 
and  have  defied  the  power  ot  the  City  Govern- 
ment to  control  the  institutions,  as  the  gentleman 
has  said,  and  that  is  the  correct  language.  They 
liav3  done  it  before  the  Legislature  and  to  indi- 
vidual members  of  the  City  Council,  and,  to  say 
the  least,  it  is  iu  very  bad  taste. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7— When  tnis  matter 
was  under  consideiation  by  the  Committee  on  Or- 
dinances I  was  opposed  to  it,  and  I  am  ot  the 
same  opinion  no ■*.  I  think  that  the  repeal  of  this 
section  is  not  amove  in  the  right  direction,  and 
especially  with  regard  to  this  particular  depart- 
ment. In  the  ordinances  relating  to  neaily  all 
other  departments  of  the  City  Government  there 
is  a  provision,  u  hich  was  put  in  for  a  vise  pur- 
pose, that  (take,  for  id  stance,  the  public  build- 
ings), when  a.iy  city  building  is  to  be  erected  or 
repaired  at  an  expense  exceeding  $1500,  it  shiil  be 
the  duty  ot  the  committee  to  cause  plans  and 
specifications  to  be  prepared,  advertisement  to  be 
made,  and  the  contract  awarded  to  the,  lowest 
bidder,  provided,  if,  in  the  judgment  of  the  com- 
mittee, he  is  competent  to'  perform  such  duties. 
Tbat  provision  runs  through  all  the  departments 
of  the  Citv  Government — the  Paving  Department, 
sewers,  and  others.  There  is  a  special  provision 
in  regard  to  the  Directors  tor  Public  Institutions. 
We  have  no  control  over  them  pecuniarily, 
though  they  belong  to  the  City  Government. 
We  inak-j  the  appropriations  for  them,  i.ut 
have  no  control  over  the  expenditures.  I 
have  before  me  the  Auditor's  leport,  which 
shows  that  the  directors  have  charge  of  the  ex- 
penditure of  .$500,000  for  carrying  on  that  depart- 
ment this  year.  Now,  the  seventh  section  of  the 
ordinance  provides  that  when  any  materials,  ser- 
vices or  labor  are  required  exceeding  in  value 
$300,  .the  board  shall  advertise  and  give  the 
contract  to  the  lowest  bidder.'  1  think  that  is  a  very 
wise  provision.    No  argument  has  been  used  here 
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to  convince  me  of  the  necessity  of  the  abolition  of 
that  particular  section.  It  i*  said  they  need  beef, 
flour  or  something  else,  and  my  friend  from  Ward 
9  said  tbey  might  need  more  than  $300  worth  of 
beef  ox  pork  at  short  notice.  Even  if  they  should, 
why  should  n't  they  advertise?  Why  should  they 
be  marie  an  exception  to  the  generel  rule  in  re- 
gard to  the  contracts  in  other  departments?  I 
say  the  feeling  prevails  in  the  community — I  don't 
know  how  well  founded  it  is,  or  whether  it  has 
any  foundation  at  all— that  very  often  persons 
are  too  s  nxious  to  oecome  directors  for  public  in- 
stitutions for  the  purpose  of  influencing  these 
same  contracts.  I  don't  believe  any  member  of 
the  board  do?s  that;  but  I  only  speak  of 
the  feeling  in  the  community.  There 
isn't  a  member  of  the  City  Government  who 
has  n' i  heard  it.  If  we  abolish  this  section  it  will 
only  strengthen  that  feeling.  I  don't  believe  in 
times  like  these,  when  contracts  are  given  out  so 
loosely — we  had  an  excellent  exhibition  of  that 
at  the  State  House  not  long  ago— that  it  is  a  wise 
plan  to  let  loose  the  reins.  I  think  the  section  is 
an  excellent  one,  at\d  unless  better  reasons  are 
given  I  shall  feel  obliged  to  vote  against  it.  An- 
other member  of  the  committee  and  myself  op- 
posed it  i»  the  committee,  and  I  snail  feel  obliged 
to  do  so  here  anl&s  better  reasons  are  given. 

Mr.  Pag  =  or  Ward  9— The  gentleman  from  Ward 
7  refers  to  the  ordinar.c-s  concerning  other  de- 
partments, and  thinks  the  same  rule  should  be 
applied  to  th  public  institutions  as  govern  the 
Committse  on  Public  Buildit.gs.  1  would  remind 
the  ge  ilemau  that  the  money  appropriated  for 
the  City  Hospital  is  expended  in  ve  y  much  the 
saute  way  as  that  for  the  instrtutions.  The  bulk 
of  the  money  for  the  institutions  is  spesit  for  food 
and  drink,  beef  and  pork  being  used  m  very  large 
nuan  titles. 

Mr.  Cawley  of  Ward  2—1  would  ask  the  gentle- 
man if  one  member  of  the  board  does  not  now 
f uruish  all  vhe  meat  that  they  require  ? 

Mi.  Page— No,  sir.  There  is  i.o  member  of  the 
board,  to  my  knev* ledge,  woo  furnishes  a  cent's 
worth  of  meat  or  auythr.ii>'  eise  of  the  kind;  if  he 
does  it  is  strictly  in  violation  of  the  ordinance, 
and  no  man  would  be  mote  williug  to  know  the 
party  than  myself,  as  I  am  not  upon  that  board 
for  the  purpose  of  furnsihing  supplies  or  bolster- 
ing up  any  ot  e  that  does,  i  am  just  as  anxious 
that  supplies  shall  be  purchased  at  the 
lowest  market  price  as  any  one,  and  I  am 
in  favor  of  every  facility  being  offered  to 
the  public  in  order  that  they  may  com- 
pete for  all  the  articles  required.  I  have  never 
purchased  a  cent's  worth  of  supplies  of  auy  kind 
since  I  havo  been  upon  that  board ;  and  1  don't 
think  there  is  anybody  there  who  has  any 
persona]  interest  in  the  purchases;  and  it  there 
is  I  would  like  to  know  it.  I  don't  think  any 
member  is  there  for  the  purpose  of  making  money 
out  of  the  supplies  or  labor,  or  any  duty  that  may 
devolve  upon  him  as  a  director  for  public  in- 
stitutions. I  ctrtaiuly  don't  wr«h  this  or- 
dinance passed,  if  the  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil have  the  slightest  feeling  that  by  doing 
so  they  will  put  into  the  h?„nds  of  the  directors 
any  power  thay  ought  not  to  have.  I  am  certain 
they  do  the  best  they  can  for  the  interest  of  the 
city,  and  if  there  is  anybody  who  does  m't  have 
that  end  in  vrew,  I  hope  that  every  possible  -afe- 
guarcl  will  be  placed  around  the  ordinance,  so 
that  nothing  of  the  kind  can  bt-  accomplished.  I 
am  willing  to  let  the  Council  use  their  own  judg- 
ment as  to  whether  it  is  be:t  to  allow  the  original 
ordinance  to  stand  or  not. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  7  has  spoken  in  behalf  of  the  views  ot  the 
minority  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances;  and  as 
this  ordinance  was  reported  by  that  committee,  I 
desire,  as  one  of  the  majority  who  Tavored  this 
change,  to  state  as  well  as  I  am  able  the  reasons 
which  were  influential  with  the  committee  in  in- 
ducing them  to  report  it.  It  seemed  to  the  com- 
mittee that  the  large  number  of  purchases  which 
must  be  made  by  the  Directors  of  Public  Institu- 
tions eould  be  clone  more  economically  and  better 
on  the  whole  for  the  interests  of  the  city  if  the 
directors  were  not  requrred  to  advertise  for  bids. 
It  seemed  to  us  +hat  if  we  have  honest  men  to 
buy  supplies,  if  they  are  acquainted  with  the 
market,  they  can  buy  those  supplies  much  cheap- 
er if,  when  they  see  a  lot  of  goods  suitable  for 
their  purpose  offered  cheap,  they  can  step  in  and 
buy  them,  thaa  if  they  have  to  go  through  with 
the  form  of  advertising  for  and  receiving  propos- 
als for  furnishing  such  goods.  It  seemed  best  that 
they  should  be  able  to  take  the  market  at  the  low- 


est point  and  seize  every  favorable  oppor- 
tunity. Besides,  these  articles  that  they 
have  to  procure  vary  greatly  in  quality;  for  in- 
stance— potatoes,  since  they  have  been  mentioned. 
There  are  no  established  grades  for  potatoes  by 
which  the  board  can  define  just  exactly  what  they 
want;  so  ihat  when  a  lot  ot  potatoes  rs  offered  to 
them  in  satisfaction  cf  a  bid,  it  can  be  told  at 
once  without  dispute  wnether  they  answer  the  de- 
mand. There  will  always  be  a  liability  to  dispute 
as  to  whether  the  article  tendered  is  what  was  ad- 
vertised for.  It  seemed  to  us  for  these  rea- 
sons that  it  would  be  more  economical 
for  the  city  to  have  supplies  bougnt  as  a 
man  would  buy  chem  for  himself,  as  a  ho- 
tel keeper  would  buy  them  tor  his  hotel. 
Mr.  Parker  would  eoc,  in  ordinary  cases,  think  of 
advertising  for  proposals  for  supplies  for  the  Par- 
ker House.  He  can  see  plainly  that  there  would 
be  a  loss  by  doing  so.  He  knows  that  the  proper 
way  is  to  iiave"a  capable  man  go  and  buy  the 
goods  where  and  when  he  can  at  any  moment,  and 
with  the  teady  money  buy  the  cheapest.  It  seemed 
to  us  plain  that  if  we  have  a  competent  and  hon- 
est Board  of  Directors  it  would  be  for  thfi  interest 
of  the  city  that  they  should  not  be  required  to  go 
through  with  the  dela  v  and  form  ality  of  advertis- 
ing for  bids.  It  ^eemed,  at  the  same  time,  that  if 
the  Board  of  Directors  were,  or  should  at  any 
time  become,  dishonest,  this  requirement  of  ad- 
veitisirg  for  bids  would  not  amount  to  any- 
thing as  a  protection  to  the  city.  Gentlemen 
all  kuow  how  easy  it  is  to  get  around  any 
such  formality  as  that.  It  is  a  simple 
matter  to  arrange  some  hocus  pocus  by  which 
bids  shall  be  offered  or  shall  not  be  offeied  so  that 
some  favored  party  shall  ge^  the  contract.  This 
advertising  for  Dirls  is  something  that  affords  no 
particular  safeguard  against  dishonesty,  and  it 
seemed  to  the  committee  that  if  the  business  was 
uncer  the  charge  of  dishonest  men,  tbey  would 
cheat  the  city  any  way,  whether  they  were  buying 
at  private  sale  or  by  advertising  forbids.  The 
last  ps  rt  of  the  proposed  amendment  to  the  ordi- 
nance requires  that  the  Directors  for  Public  In- 
stitutions shall  once,  a  quarter,  report  their  ex- 
penditures and  receipts  in  detail.  They  ean- 
uot  run  on  for  a  year  without  letting  the 
public  know  what  th'^y  are  doing,  but  are  re- 
quired to  ptrt  in  a  report  once  a  quarter  ginug  a 
detarled  account  of  tht  purchases  they  have  made. 
It  is  plain  that  in  this  matter  there  is  some  per- 
sonal feeling  as  to  what  the  Board  of  Directors 
have  heretofore  done  or  have  omitted  to  do.  tsut 
this  consideration  ought  not  to  weigh  with  us. 
The  question  should  be  what  is  for  the  best  in- 
terest of  the  city.  We  should  not  be  led  astray 
because  the  Board  of  Diiectors  for  Public  Institu- 
tions have  said  that  the  Council  had  nothing  to 
do  with  certain  matters  under  their  charge.  If 
they  did  say  so,  and  I  do  not  know  whether  they 
said  it  or  not,  I  understand  that  they  were  rrght 
as  a  matter  of  law.  But  whether  tbey  said  it  or 
not,  peisonal  feeling  should  not  interfere  with 
our  action  upon  this  subject.  We  should  make 
the  ordinance  in  such  shape  as  will  best  defend 
the  interests  of  the  city.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
best  interest  of  the  city  will  be  advanced  by  re- 
moving this  requirement  that  now  compels 
the  directors  to  advertise  for  all  supplies  amount- 
ing to  over  $300,  and  by  requiring  them  to  adver- 
tise only  when  purchasing  coal  to  an  amount  ex- 
ce&drng  $1000,  and  by  leaving  other  purchases  to 
he  made  in  such  a  way  as  they  deem  most  expe- 
dient. I  believe  that  any  honest  man  on  the 
board  will  not  do  aav  better  with  the  restriction 
than  he  would  without  it  and  that  if  a  man  is  dis- 
honest, the  restiiction  will  be  no  protection  to  the 
city. 

Mr.  Train  ot  Ward  13—1  started  out  with  the 
supposition  that  the  members  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  are  honest  men  and  entitled  to  ear  con- 
fidence. In  answer  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
5,  that  the  directors  have  disobeyed  the  law,  I 
would  say  he  flas  n't  pointed  out  to  me  where  it 
has  been  disobeyed.  In  the  first  place,  the  City 
Auditor  has  a  report  monthly  showing  the  amount 
approprrated,  the  amount  expended  and  the 
balance;  and  I  don't  think  the  directors 
have  wilfully  attempted  to  disobey  the  rule 
in  any  shape  or  manuer.  As  to  the  matter 
of  advertising,  when  any  work  has  to  be  done 
which  amounts  to  anything,  or  exceeds  $500  in 
value,  it  has  been  advertised,  and  thereby  they 
have  complied  with  the  very  letter  and  sphit  of 
'  the  law.  The  purchase  of  supplies  is  ordered 
every  two  weeks.  The  board  have  a  meeting,  and 
requisions  are  handed  in  from  the  Houses  of  Cor- 
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rection  aud  Industry  for  so  many  pounds  of  beef, 
so  much  flour,  molasses,  etc.  I  hey  are  read  be- 
fore the  board,  and  apportioned  to  the  different 
committees.  There  are  committees  of  t  »o  or 
three  on  supplies,  contract*,  steamboat,  and 
various  other  matters,  covering  the  whole  ground ; 
and  as  my  colleague  has  stated,  a  committee  of 
Ave  has  been  appointed  for  rhe  express  purpose 
of  purchasing  supplies.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  2  ha9  referred  to  one  gentleman 
who  has  Durchasod  the  beef;  it  is  Mr. 
Belknap,  and  I  certainly  know  that  he  has  no 
more  interest  in  the  purchases  of  beef  than  any 
member  of  this  Council.  It  is  his  business  to 
purchase  the  supplies  of  meat  every  week,  to  get 
something  fit  to  eat  and  procure  it  at  the  lowest 
market  price.  Beyond  that  no  supplies,  except 
staple  articles,  such  as  flour  and  potatoes,  are  re- 
quired. They  have  one  gentleman,  Mr.  Cummings, 
who  has  purchased  the  flour  for  years ;  and  he  is 
known  by  everybody,  by  the  "member:  of  this 
Council,  to  be  an  honest  mar..  If  a  requisition 
comes  for  a  nundred  barrels  of  flour  he  goes  into 
the  market,  and  if  he  rinds  a  lot  of  a  thousand,  of 
the  right  quality  ?nd  at  a  low  price,  he  buys 
it;  I"  -ay  if  we  had  to  put  an  advertise- 
ment into  the  paper?  every  time  we  wanted  sup- 
plies it  would  affect  tbe  market;  dealers  would 
say  tbe  city  of  Boston  wants  to  buy  so  many  bar- 
rels of  flour  at  such  a  price,  and  it  would  lift  the 
market  at  once.  I  say  it  is  for  the  interest  of  the 
c.ty  to  go  around  and  make  purchases  as  individ- 
uals would.  If  we  have  honest  men  to  de=jl  with, 
I  don't  think  the  ordinance  amounts  to  anything 
at  all;  and  as  amended  it  will  govern  all  the  large 
purchases  made.  It  will  apply  to  repairs  of  build- 
ings and  all  large  matters;  the  matter  of  supplies 
is  all  the  old  ordinance  offects.  Within  a  few 
weeks  there  were  two  or  three  carloads  of  pota- 
toes at  the  depot.  I  allude  to  them  as  they 
have  already  been  mentioned — and  the  regular 
purchaser  of  that  class  of  article  secured  them  at 
from  five  to  ten  cents  a  bushel  less  than  he  would 
have  given  at  the  store,  and  then  lugged  down 
aboard  the  boat.  There  is  a  chance  where  rhe 
pric^  would  have  gone  up  before  they  could  have 
complied  with  the  ordinance.  It  is  very  evident 
to  me  that  a  considerable  saving  can  be  made  in 
the  purchase?,  provided  we  have  honest  men  to 
deal  with;  and  I  believe  th°rn  to  be  so. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9 — In  regard  to  any  state- 
ments which  have  been  thrown  out  about  the 
management  of  the  public  institutions,  I  think 
they  should  have  no  weight  in  the  co  sideratiou 
of  toe  matter  before  us.  A  committee  has  been 
appointed  to  investigate  those  points;  they  have 
not  reported,  we  have  no  evidence  of  the  truth 
of  the  statement,  and  we  are  bound  to  consider 
that  everything  is  right.  But  in  regard  to  the 
sucjecr,  betore  us,  I  am  sorry  to  disagree  with  my 
friend  from  Ward  6  as  to  the  principle  involved. 
I  have  heard  no  argument  advanced  here 
tonight  to  show  why  the  Board  ot  Direc- 
tors should  be  made  an  exception  to  a 
general  rule  that  has  been  established  in  re- 
gard to  advertising  for  supplies.  The  gentleman 
remarks  that  if  we  have  competent  and  honest 
men  to  manage  these  affairs  there  is  no  need  of 
any  of  those  restrictions;  that  is  very  true,  but 
the  argument  will  apply  to  almost  every  case 
against  which  restrictions  are  made.  On  the  oth- 
er hand,  honest  and  competent  men  do  not  object 
to  proper  restrictions;  they  do  not  find  that  they 
interfere  with  their  duties.  If  it  has  been  proved, 
on  the  whole,  that  the  principle  of  having 
thes»  restrictions  in  city  affairs  is  a  wise 
one,  it  is  better  even  that  an  individual 
case  should  suffer  a  little.  Although  the 
Directors  forjPublic  Institutions  might  feel  that  in 
given  cases  they  could  buy  supplies  some- 
what cheaoer  if  they  were  guided  entirely  by 
their  own  judgment,  without  the  restrictions,  I 
say  it  is  better  that  tbe  city  should  suffer  a  little, 
and  the  directors  be  put  to"  a  little  inconvenience, 
rath>iia  than  that  the  principle,  if  a  correct  one, 
should  be  thrown  aside.  Honest  and  capable  men 
can  go  on  under  such  restrictions  without  much 
difficulty,  while  if  you  remove  them  it  offers  a 
temptation  ro  men  of  a  different  class  to  seek 
such  places  where  they  can  carry  on  the  business 
without  those  restrictions.  Therefore  I  think  the 
arguments  advanced  hsre  tonight  bav<*  been 
rather  in  favor  of  retaining  this  principle  than  of 
taking  off  the  restrictions  in  this  particular  case. 

Mr.  Sh  .w  of  Ward  5—1  am  verv  glad  my  friend 
from  Ward  6  has  "Early  Roje"  to  defend  rhe  di- 
rectors, especially  the  "potato"  part  of  it,  though 
he  is  defending  an  entirely  wrong  piinciple,  which 


the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  has  enunciated.  Now 
let  us  see.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  large  lot  of  let- 
ters received  from  the  railroad  corporations  in  re- 
gard to  the  number  of  potatoes  brought  to  this 
city.  Heie  is  one:  Fitchbuig  Railroad,  718,580 
bushels  last  year.  Other  roads  are  in  the  same 
proportion.  Now,  why  not  get  contracts  for  yearly 
supplies  lor  protection  from  the  same  sources  and 
buy  cheaply?  Now  this  is  no  boys'  play,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident. Nobody  m  the  lea«t  impugns  the  honesty 
or  integrity  of  the  two  gentlemen  at  this 
board  who  are  members  of  the  Board  of  Direct- 
ors; but  they  are  defending  a  principle  that  is 
wrong.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  13  says  I 
charged  that  the  directors  have  neglected  their 
duty  wilfully.  I  did,  sir,  repeateoly.  I  do  not 
charge  him,  because  he  has  been  a  member  of 
that  board  but  a  short  time.  I  called  the  atten- 
tion of  members  of  that  board  to  the  fact — and 
gentlemen  remember  it  now — that  it  was  their  du- 
ty to  make  a  quarterly  report.  They  don't  do  it. 
The  Auditor's  Exhibit  has  nothing  to  do  with  it. 
Givj  us  the  details;  give  u<  th->  list  of  supplies 
bought,  the  parties  who  bought  them,  who 
they  were  oougbt  fiom,  <vhat  was  paid  for 
them.  Give  us  a  merchandise  account— Bought 
of  John  Jones  one  barrel  of  beef  or  a 
thousand ;  bought  it  of  John  Jones,  John  Belknap 
or  anybody  else.  How  easy  and  how  common  it 
is  to  buy  from  one  man  and  make  the  bill  out  in 
somebody's  else  name.  My  fnena  from  Ward  6 
quotes  Mr.  Parker.  It  is  not  a  parallel  case.  Mr. 
Parker  purchases  for  his  o.-n  table;  h»  does  not 
buy  for  anybody  else.  It  is  no  parallel  at  all,  sir. 
My  friend  fro rn"the  Highland  District  says  some- 
thing in  regard  to  competition.  Lis  competition 
that  we  want,  public  competition  ;  issue  a  notice 
and  give  the  public  a  chance  to  compete.  There 
is  where  ihe  city  suffers.  Now,  my  friend 
from  Ward  9  [Mr.  Page]  is  very  unfortunate  in  his 
reference  to  the  City  Hospital.  What  a  terrible 
simile  that  is.  I  read  from  a  pamphlet  reetutly  pub- 
lished giving  the  facts  in  regaid  to  the  City  Hos- 
pital: Up  to  last  yeir  the  City  Hospital  cost  $502,- 
000,  and  there  has.  teen  an  additional  appropria- 
tion within  the  last  two  years  of  $190,000,  making 
§692,000,  in  aadition  to  vhich  it  costs  1120,000  a 
year  to  carry  it  on,  while  it  accommodates  but  some 
200  patients.  Was  there  ever  such  a  thing  heard 
©f  in  a  civilized  city  like  this?  One  hundred 
and  twenty  thousand  dollars  were  spent 
last  year  to  carry  on  chat  institution  under 
a  system  which  the  gentleman  claims  to  be  a  prop- 
er one,  and  a  fair  criterion  to  judge  by;  and  it 
has  accom  modated  but  about  200  patients.  I  nave 
this  fact  from  one  of  the  trustees.  That  is  a  ter- 
rible simile,  indeed.  I  want  no  such  institution 
carried  on  by  the  city  of  Boston  iu  that 
way.  Let  us  have  everything  open  to 
competition.  It  is  all  very  well  to  have 
requisitions  every  fortnight;  but  that 
does  not  militate  against  the  practice  of  competi- 
tion. Cannot  flour  be  contracted  for  in  any  large 
Western  cities  to  be  supplied  daily,  if  it  is  want- 
ed ?  Hundreds  of  firms  in  St.  Louis  and 
Chicago,  and  all  parts  of  the  West,  would  be  glad 
to  contract  at  lower  prices  than  the  Directors  pay 
for  flour  now,  and  be  glad  to  furnish  it  every  day 
over  the •  railroad ;  and  the  same  is  true  of  beef 
and  pork.  Everything  can  be  supplied  in  that 
way  and  the  saving  or  a  larg-s  amount  of  money 
made.  Why  stand  up  here  and  argue  against  that 
principle?  Why  not  try  it?  Tne  old  system  has 
«ost  enormously  at  the  city  hospital ;  now  give  us 
an  opportunity  to  ay  another  principle. 

Mr.  Woitmore  of  Ward  4— I  wish  to  make  one 
statement  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
13.  I  believe  he  was  not  here  at  the  last  meetiDg 
of  the  Council,  and  therefore  is  unaware  that 
what  I  have  stated  tonight  is  only  a  repetition  of 
what  I  said  ther,  I  was  obliged  by  the  rules  of 
the  Cou'Qcil  to  make  that  statement,  because  I  was 
questioned.  The  gentlemen  wbo  have  spoken 
have  gone  so  far  over  the  ground  that 
it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  say  anything 
more.  It  is  '  perfectly  evident  that  the 
amount  of  money  spent  ts  very  large,  some 
$300  a  day.  The  law  is  good  enough  as  it  stands, 
and  the  best  thing  is  to  indefinitely  postpone  this 
ordinance  and  leave  the  law  as  it  is.  The  only 
other  material  remark  made  that  1  wish  to  answer 
is  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6,  who  has 
attempted  to  defend  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances. I  don't  tbink  it  is  necessary  to  defend 
that  committee.  Every  committee  wili  make  mis- 
takes, and  it  is  not  surprising  that  this  ordi- 
nance should  have  slipped  through  that  com- 
mittee,   especially    when     it    came     with     the 
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indorsemeot  of  so  respectable  a,  body  as  ths  Di- 
rectors for  Public  Irstitutiocj.  Bur  one  of  bis 
arguments  is  the  weakest  that  bas  been  advanced 
tonight.  He  statss  that  a  man  who  is  competent 
to  go  into  the  market  and  buy  goods  is  per- 
fectly incompetent,  when  the  goods  are  bi ought 
in,  to  see  whether  tbt-y  .igree  with  tiie  sample.  I 
think  that  argument  should  stand  by  itself.  It 
would  be  an  interesting  study  to  see  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  6,  it'  elected  6ns  of  the  directors, 
carrying  out  his  system.  It  is  very  refreshing  to 
see  a  man  who  takes  that  view  of  human  nature; 
it  is  touchingly  beautiful  to  see  such  confidence 
in  hi?  fellow  citizens.  I  like  to  see  the  gen- 
tleman comt  back  irorn  the  contemplation  of 
ruial  parks  and  devote  himself  to  such  a  matter 
as  this  and  instruct  us.  I  should  like  to  seem  him 
going  into  market  to  make  purchases  for  the  city, 
with  a  label  in  oue  hand,  saving  that  he  wanted 
flour  or  potacoes,  and  a  bag  of  money  in  the  other 
hand,  asking  tne  dealers  to  fix  their  own  prices 
and  to  help  themselves.  I  am  sorry  to  say  tuat  is 
not  the  way  people  do  business  now-a-days,  and 
until  we  have  such  a  benevolent  innocent  on  the 
board  I  fear  we  must  deal  in  the  usual  way.  The 
only  argument  for  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
is  that  a  respectable  body  came  before  them,  they 
heard  only  one  side  of  the  case  and  passed  it. 
The  Committee  on  Ordinances  has  merely  a  min- 
isterial duty  to  perform  in  many  cases.  I  h»pe 
the  ordinance  will  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Crockei  of  Ward  6— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  4  has  a  peculiar  faucy  for  telling  me  what 
I  want  to  say,  and  of  explaining  that  I  intended 
to  do  one  thing  or  another,  which  was  in  fact  the 
last  tning  in  my  mind.  He  has  represented  that 
I  attempted  to  excuse  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances for  letting  something  slip  through  which 
they  are  not  prepared  to  back  up.  I  desire  to  say 
that  the  majority  of  that  committee  approved  of 
the  ordinance,  that  they  gave  it  carefuTconsider- 
ation,  that  they  thought  it  a  proper  ordinance  to 
pass;  and  so  far  as  I  know,  they  think  so 
now.  Then  the  gentleman  amuses  himself 
a  great  deal  with  the  idea  that  I  said 
that  a  person  who  was  competent  to  select  sup- 
plies when  he  went  and  Sought  them  would  not 
be  competent  to  tell,  when  they  were  brought  to 
him,  whether  they  answered  to  the  proposals.  I 
did  not  say  anything  of  the  kind.  I  simply  said 
this:  that  when  proposals  are  advertised  tor,  and 
the  articles  are  brought  to  the  board,  although 
the  members  of  the  board  may  be  perfectly  com- 
petent to  judge  whether  the  articles  offered  are 
satisfactory  or  not,  there  may  well  he  such  a  vari- 
ation in  the  articles  that,  although  plainly  not 
satisfactory,  a  refusal  to  take  them  will  give  rise 
to  unpleasant  and  Disagreeable  disputes,  and 
perhaps  to  suits  at  law;  and  the  board,  know- 
ing and  feeling  that  they  have  not  such  articles  as 
they  bought,  will  be  compelled  either  to  reject 
them  and  risk  a  lawsuit,  orto  take  something  that 
they  would  never  willingly  have  bought.  And  it 
may  be  that  if  they  reject  the  articles  offered, 
their  sunplies  will  give  out  entirely  beforb  they 
can  advertise  for  and  get  new  proposals.  My 
position  is  that  if  we  have  honest  directors,  it 
is  plainly  for  the  interest  of  the  city  to  let  them 
go  and  buy  when  and  where  they  may  deem  it  ex- 
pedient. If  we  have  dishonest  diiectors,  I  claim 
that  the  safeguard  will  not  amount  to  anythirg. 
It  will  be  a  mere  delusion  and  a  snare.  It  will 
pretend  to  he  a  safeguard  and  will  aot  amount  to 
anything.  Tne  gentisman  from  Ward  9  [Mr 
Jaques]  I  think  has  made  one  erroneous  statement. 
He  alleged  that  we  proposed  to  make  an  exception 
in  the  case  of  the  Directors  for  Public  Institutions. 
As  I  understand  it,  we  change  what  is  an  excep- 
tion and  make  it  come  under  the  general  rule. 
There  is  now  no  other  board  required  to  advertise 
for  supplies,  except  the  Directors  of  East  Boston 
Ferries,  and  rhey  have  only  one  or  two  kinds  of 
articles  to  advertise  for,  and  their  advertising  for 
supplies  cannot  be  much  of  an  obstacle  to  carry- 
ing on  their  business.  All  other  boards  and  pub- 
lic officials  are  not  requited  to  make  this  adver- 
tisement for  pioposals.  The  proposition  now  is 
to  put  the  Directors  for  Public  Institutions  on  the 
same  footing  with  ©ther  officers. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9—1  think  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  6  has  stated  the  matter  exactly  cor- 
rect. There  is  no  other  board  which  is  required 
to  advertise  except  the  Directors  for  Public  In- 
stitutions. So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  am  willing 
that  the  directors  should  be  required  to  advertise 
for  supplies;  I  have  no  feeling  in  the  matter,  and 
in  order  that  some  ordinance  may  be  framed  to 
meet  the  case  I  move  that  the  report  and  ordi- 


nance be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Or- 
dinances "with  instructions  to  report  an  ordi- 
nance by  which  all  boards  nnd  committees  shall 
be  governed  in  the  puuhase  of  supplies." 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Wara  9  moved  t-  amend  by  in- 
serting "to  cousidsr  the  expeoiency  of"  reporting 
such  an  ordinance. 

Mr.  Page  accepted  tha  amendment,  and  the  mo- 
tion prevailed.    Sent  up. 

FOURTH  OF  JULY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harrigan  of  Ward  1,  the  order 
to  appoint  a  committee  of  one  from  each  ward  for 
the  celebration  of  the  Fourth  of  July,  at  an  ex- 
pense not  exceeding  $15,000,  was  taken  from  the 
table,  by  a  rising  vote — 47  for,  7  against. 

The  question  wis  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Moirison  of  Ward  9  moved  to  make  the 
amount  $5,000. 

Mr.  Whiimorc  of  Ward  4  moved  that  the 
amount  be  $10,000. 

Mr.  Moirison  of  Ward  9-1  make  that  motion 
from  the  fact  that  an  order  has  been  passed  to  a 
second  leading  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  for  an 
appropriation  of  $5500  for  this  purpose.  That 
proposition  is  made  in  view  of  the  large  expendi- 
ture we  are  going  to  make  on  the  Seventeenth  of 
June,  and  from  1  he  opinion  that  the  expense  of 
the  celebration  on  the  Fourth  of  July  should  be 
cut  down  to  that  for  ringing  the  bells,  firing  sa- 
lutes and  providing  for  the  entertainment-  of 
the  school  -children.  I  think  that  pro- 
gramme will  he  sufficiently  elaborate  for 
the  celebration  of  the  Fourth  of  July  this  year. 
I  hope  also  that  the  number  of  the  committee  will 
be  cut  down,  and  as  the  Bo crd  of  Aldermen  have 
proposed  three  from  that  branch,  I  move  to  amend 
by  making  the  number  of  Councilmen  five  instead 
of  one  from  each  ward. 

Mi.  Harrigan  of  Ward  1— I  suppose  that,  as  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  have  said  this,  it  would  be 
just  as  well  for  us  to  go  on  and  do  just  what  they 
say.  Of  course  we  have  no  right  to  differ  from 
the  views  of  that  august  body,  but  must  simply 
follow  out  their  commands,  appoint  a  committee 
to  suit  them,  and  appropriate  the  amount  that 
they  say.  We,  of  course,  ought  not  to  differ  from 
them  in  this  matter,  or  anything  else.  But,  Mr. 
President,  we  know  that  all  boys  born 
and  brought  up  in  Boston  live  in  anticipation  of 
the  Fourth  of  July.  Notwithstanding  that  the 
Seventeenth  of  June  is  a  very  big  day  now,  the 
Fourth  of  July  is  looked  forward  to  by  the  little 
ones,  and  indeed  by  older  persons.  We  cannot 
take  away  from  the  people  their  right  to  witness 
a  regatta  on  that  day.  We  are  not  going  to  give 
them  that  enjoyment,  on  the  Seventeenth  of  June. 
We  cannot  take  away  from  the  people  the  enjoy- 
ment of  a  band  or  twa  of  music  on  that  day. 
Some  gentlemen  can  go  out  of  town  and  enjoy 
themselves  on  the  hills,  in  the  valleys, 
on  the  lakes  and  rivers,  and  elsewhere, 
and  it  is  all  very  well  for  them  to 
speak  against  the  appropriation  of  a  few 
thousand  dollars  to  amuse  the  peopls  on  that 
day.  It  i-  all  very  well  as  a  streak  of  econo- 
my in  the  Board  of  Aldermen ;  it  is  very  frank, 
and  it  is  veil  that  the  people  should  know  that 
that  great  body  is  economical.  And  they  are 
bound  the  people  shall  tnow  it  through  the  piess, 
as  they  rise  in  thsir  places;  but  they  can  sit  down 
and  be  not  quite  so  economical  in  certain  ways 
as  they  ought  to  be.  But  this  beginning 
to  curtail  the  pleasures  of  the  people  on 
tne  Fourth  of  July  is  not  a  proper  way  to  econo- 
mize, I  think.  The  City  Governme  t  of  Boston 
caonot  take  away  from  the  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  people  the  gratification  of  seeing  a  boat  race 
on  the  Fourth  of  Julv.  There  are  huudreds  of 
thousands  who  like  to  see  a  boat  race  who  do  not 
care  to  see  a  large  procession  ;  they  do  not  care  to 
see  the  City  Government  and  others  riding  m 
barouches,  with  a  large  army  of  soldiers  ahead 
of  them  and  another  large  army  behind  them.  But 
the  boat  race  they  do  enjoy.  A  procession  is  no 
enjovmeatto  the  children.  I  am  willing  to  ac- 
cept the  amendment  for  $10,000,  but  1  would 
rather  have  no  celebration  at  all  than  accept  the 
$5000.  I  think  it  is  wrong  to  cut  it  down  to  $5000 
andhaving  nothing  but  a  jingling  of  bells.  I 
think  that  is  a  wrong  principle  to  go  upon  in  the 
celebration  of  the  Fourth  of  July. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9— It  seems  to  me  that  it 
will  be  judicious  for  us  to  endeavor  to  have  a  very 
economical  celebration  for  the  Fourth  of  July. 
We  have  already  appropriated  $30,000  for  the  Sev- 
enteenth of  June,  and  I  have  great  fear  that  the 
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expense  will  be  above  that  sum.  There  are  cer- 
tain sub-committees  who  can  control  their  ex- 
penditures ana  will  be  willing  to  keep  them  strict- 
ly within  the  lines  of  their  appropriations.  But 
there  are  other  matters  that  cannot  be  controlled 
— tbe  expense  of  iivited  guests,  for  iostance.  They 
come  here  and  must  be  taken  care  of;  their 
hotel  bills  must  be  paid;  it  is  known  that  some 
people  who  are  invited  bring  their  families,  arid, 
the  hotel  bills  are  enormous.  Those  who  have 
seen  the  hotel  bills  for  such  occasions  know  they 
are  immense.  It  would  not  surprise  me  to  see 
the  expense  of  the  Seventeenth  of  June  run  up 
to  $50,000.  Under  those  circumstances  it  seems 
to  me  to  be  wise  for  us  to  at  least  start  with  an 
endeavor  to  have  an  economical  celebration  on 
the  Fourth  of  July.  I  tbiuk  it  quite  possible  that 
tbe  arrangement  suggested  b/  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  1  could  be  carried  out  for  $5000. 
We  could  have  a  boat  race  and  entertainments 
for  that  amount ;  and  even  if  it  cost  a  little  more, 
is  n't  it  wise  for  us  to  start  on  a  small  basis.  If 
found  necessary,  or  if  we  found  that  the  celebra- 
tion on  the  Seventee  ath  ot  June  is  not  so  large  as 
we  expect,  we  might  add  something  to  the  amount 
for  the  Fourth  of  July .  -It  seems  to  me  to  be 
wise  to  start  with  the  sum  of  $5000,  suggested  by 
my  colleague  from  Ward  9. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4—1  desire  to  say  only 
one  w  ord  in  regard  to  the  size  of  the  committee'; 
as  to  the  amount  of  money  to  be  appropriated, 
the  figures  wilL  impress  each  member  of  the 
Council.  But  as  to  the  size  of  the  committee  it 
would  seem  to  be  absurd  to  have  twenty-one 
members,  when  there  are  only  seven  for  the  Sev- 
enteenth of  June.  There  is,  however,  a  distinc- 
tion in  regard  to  the  Fourth  of  July.  For  a  num- 
ber of  years  we  have  had  many  entertain- 
ments going  on  in  different  parts  of  the  city 
at  the  same  time,  which  require  sub-committees, 
from  the  fact  that  there  is  some  local  feeling.  It 
is  not  a  centennial  celebration;  it  comes  every 
year  and  if  has  been  the  custom  to  have  a  sub- 
committee to  see  that  every  part  of  the  city  gets 
its  sbare.  As  tbe  $10,000  seems  to  be  a  small 
amount  to  quarrel  over,  I  hope  the  twenty-one 
members  of  the  committee  will  confine  themselves 
to  spending  it  honestly  and  properly. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  13—1  believe 'in  the  Fourth 
of  July  and  in  spending  this  $15,000,  in  accordance 
with  the  practice  for  a  good  maDy  years.  It  is 
true  that  we  are  going  to  spend  $30,000  on  the 
Seventeenth  of  June,  but  that  is  for  a  purpose  en- 
tirely different  from  the  Fourth  of  July.  We 
shall  entertain  strangers,  and  most  of  the  money 
will  he  spent  for  the  guests  and  for  hotel  bills. 
Tbe  gentleman  from  Ward  9  has  al- 
luded to  the  large  expenditure  for  ho- 
tel bills,  and  suggests  that  ic  will  be  impossible 
for  some  of  the  committees  to  meet  the  demands 
that  will  be  made  upon  them.  Not  a  great  while 
ago  we  had  a  large  hotel  bill  for  a  certain  visitor 
to  our  citv }  but  is  that  any  reason  why  we  should 
do  away  with  this  expenditure  for  the  Fourth  of 
July?  I  hope  the  order  for  $15,000  will  pass,  and 
that  the  committee  will  consist  of  one  from  each 
ward,  which  we  have  been  accustomed  to  have  in 
the  past. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— It  is  quite  unnecessary  for 
me  to  repeat  what  my  friend  has  said,  that  I  be- 
lieve in  the  Fourth  ot  July.  That  ispatent  to  me, 
as  is  well  known  to  the  members  of  the  Council. 
And  I  am  sorry  to  hear  my  tnend  from  Ward  9 
[Mr.  Peabody]  say  he  Delieves  his  own  committee 
will  need  a  great  deal  more  than  $30,000.  It  will 
be  remembered  that  I  said  I  thought  so,  when  I 
spoke  upon  that  question,  and  I  remarked  then 
that  we  ought  to  appropriate  $50,000,  and  that  it 
would  be  better  to  make  it  $100,000 for  this  great 
centennial  as  it  ought  to  be  celebrated.  But  must 
the  Fourth  of  Julv  suffer?  The  boys  believe  in 
and  depend  upon  it  more  than  they  do  upon  the 
Seventeenth  of  June.  Must  their  celebration  suf- 
fer and  the  appropriation  be  cut  down?  I  will 
vote  with  the  greatest  pleasure  to  increase  the 
sum  for  the  centennial,  if  the  committee 
recommend  it;  but  I  will  not  vote  to  cut 
down  the  appropriation  for  the  Fourth  of 
July.  1  think  this  amount  is  small  enough. 
Talk  about  economy;  it  is  parsimony  to  cut 
it  down.  The  money  is  not  to  go  to  enrich 
patentees  of  sweeping  machires;  the  poor 
sret,  ic;  everybody  gets  some  of  it;  ic  comes  from 
the  pockets  of  the  rich,  from  the  taxes  they  pay, 
and  goes  to  the  poor  people,  and  helps  to 
raise  them  in  the  scale.  The  poor  will  obtain 
a  large  proportion  of  this  $30,000,  and 
I  hope  the  committee  will  retain   the  larger  sum, 


for  I  know  it  will  be  properly  expended  under 
their  jurisdiction.  I  don't  want  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, sir,  to  be  parsimonious,  but  always  co  be  eco- 
nomical and  never  go  to  ths  other  extreme.  What 
did  it  cost  for  the  Fourth  of  July  last  year?  what 
the  year  before,  and  the  year  nrevious  to  that? 
Ordinarily  over  $20,000.  Year  before  last,  sir,  it  was 
$22,000  or  $23,000.  I  hoi.e  it  will  not  be  cut 
down,  aud  as  for  the  committee  I  care 
not  whether  it  be  large  or  small,  if  it  is 
competent  to  use  the  moneyjudiciouslyand  spend 
the  money  where  it  ought  to  be  spent.  I  do  not 
care  who  gets  it  so  it  is  spent  judiciously  and 
among  those  people  who  deserve  it.  I  think,  as 
my  friend  from  the  MnthWard  has  said,  they  may 
need  more  money,  and  I  think  the  sooner  they  ask 
for  it  the  better,  and  the  better  it  will  be  appro- 
priated. I  hope  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  4  will  prevail. 

Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3—1  heartily  concur  in 
the  sentiment  expressed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5,  and  move  the  previous  question. 

The  amendmencs  to  substitute  $10,000  for  $15,000 
was  lost. 

The  amendment  to  substitute  $5000  was  lost. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  9  withdrew  his  amend- 
ment to  make  the  committee  consist  of  five  in- 
stead of  one  from  each  ward. 

The  order  was  then  passed  to  a  second  reading, 
and  read  a  second  time  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12  moved  to  substitute 
$10,000  for  $15,000. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  moved  to  substitute  $7000. 

Mr.  Duggan  of  Ward  5  moved  to  substitute 
$20,000. 

The  amendments  were  lost  and  the  order  was 
passed  for  $15,000  by  a  vote  of  44  yeas  to  17  nays, 
as  follows: 

"Seas— Messrs.  Anderson,  Barry,  Brackett,  Bur- 
gess, Cawley,  Clarke,  Collins,  Coyle,Cushm an, Da- 
mon, Devereux,  Duggan,  Edwards,  Fitzgerald, 
Fitzpatrick,  Flynn,  Guild,  Harmon,  Harrigan, 
Hicks,  Hiscock,  Kelley,  Kingsbury,  Kiugsley,  Lap- 
pen,  Leigbton,  Long,  Moley,  Mooney,  Noyes,  Os- 
borne, Power,  Rice,  Shaw,  Sibley,  Siacey,  Sweet- 
ser,  Tram,  .Trull,  Walbridge,  Wbitooore,  Wilbur, 
Wilson,  Woods— 44. 

Nays — Messrs.  Burditt,  Crocker,  Cushing,  Gold- 
thwait,  Howes,  Jaques,Loring,  Morrison, Newton, 
Page,  Parker,  Peahody,  Pierce,  cprague,  Thacher, 
Wadsworth,  Willcutt— 17. 

SEWING  MACHINES  AT  HOUSE  OF  CORRECTION. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15  offered  the  following 
order: 

Ordered,  That  the  joint  special  committee  to 
investigate  into  the'  doings  of  th-ct  Directors  of 
Public  Institutions  be  requested  to  report  at  the 
next  mePting  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9—1  hope  the  order  will  not 
pass.  I  hope  time  will  be  given  to  the  committee 
to  investigate  very  thoroughly  the  doiags  of  lhat 
board. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15^ A  week  ago  tonight 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  said  the  report 
would  be  ready  next  week  and  that  it  was 
in  the  hands  of  the  clerk  of  committees.  If  it  is 
ready  I  do  not  see  why  the  committee 
should  not  report  at  the  next  meeting.  They  have 
had  seven  or  eight  weeks  since  they  commenced 
the  consideration  of  the  subject.  They  have  not 
asked  for  any  further  time  and  by  the  rules  of  the 
Council  they  are  required  to  report  in  four  weeks. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4—1  am  entirely  at  a  loss, 
sir,  to  account  for  the  pertinacity  with  which  the 

fentleman  has  followed  up  this  inquiry.  We  have 
ad  nothing  parallel  to  it  this  year.  I  am  cer- 
tainly not  aware  of  any  cause  for  it.  It  is  very 
easy  to  state  to  ths  Council  that  in  the  first  place  I 
did  not  make  the  representation  which  the 
gentleman  has  quoted.  At  the  last  meeting 
of  the  Council  I  stated  that  a  report  was  in  the 
hands  of  the  clerk  of  the  committee— a  prelimi- 
nary report — ana  that  it  would  probably  be  ready, 
but  that  a«  I  had  no  control  over  the  clerk  I  was 
unable,  ot  course,  to  state  any  fixed  time.  But 
that  is  a  matter  of  very  little  importance.  As  a 
substitute  for  the  order  1  move  that  the  commit- 
tee have  authority  to  report  at  such  time  as  is 
most  consistent  with  the  public  interest,  in  their 
opinion.  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  have  the  Coun- 
cil censure  us  or  give  us  a  vote  of  confidence,  as 
they  see  fit. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— It  is  a  matter  of 
record  —  what  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4 
said  at  the  last  meeting  is  reported  in  the  minutes 
of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4—1  believe  I  am  right 
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in  stating  that  there  are  no  minutes  of  the  Coun- 
cil in  print  on  the  gentleman's  desk  or  elsewhere. 
As  I  understat  d  it  we  have  a  report  made  which 
does  not  profess  to  he  verbatim.  I  doubt  if  there 
is  any  record  taken  of  the  remarks  which  I  made 
the  other  evening.  I  think  my  report  is  as  likely 
to  be  correct  as  the  other.  If  the  gentlemau 
makes  a  mistake  about  the  minutes  in  a  macter  of 
that  kind,  I  may  be  mistaken  as  to  what  I  said. 
Possibly  I  spoke  indistinctly,  but  I  think  I  know 
what  I  said. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9—1  move  that  the  order  be 
indefinitely  postponed. 

The  motion  prevailed. 


THE  WATER    BOARD. 

Mr,  Sweetser  of  Ward  10— I  move  to  take  from 
the  table  the  majority  and  minority  reports  of  the 
Committee  on  Water  respecting  the  reorganiza- 
tion of  the  Cochituate  and  Mystic  water  boards. 
[City  Doc.  No.  64.] 

The  motion  was  lost. 

NEW  CITY  CHARTER. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Waid  10— I  call  for  the  special 
assignment— new  city  charter  as  amended  by  the 
Aldermen.     [City  Doc.  No.  50.] 

The  Council  refused  to  take  up  the  charter, 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3,  ad- 
journed. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MAY   34,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M. 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS   CONFIRMFD. 

Special  Police  Officers—  Thomas  F.  Fitzgerald, 
Boston  Base  Ball  Grounds;  John  A..  Hunt,  Charles 
E.  Eastman,  Wavei  ley  House ;  Chescer  R.  Merrill, 
Sears  Building;  Gardner  A.  Churchill,  Dorchester 
Lower  Falls  and  its  vicinity;  Erastus  bodge,  In- 
dia-wharf Market;  Patrick  Fefly,  James  Gillis, 
Glendon  Company,  East  Boston. 

Agents  of  the  City  to  take  the  Decencial  Census 
— George M.  Gale,  JamesF.  Bradbury,  James  Hol- 
land, Arthur  R.  Underwood 

HEARINGS  ON  ORDER  OF  NOTICE. 

Several  orders  of  notice  came  up  in  the  regular 
order  for  hearings  thereon,  and  the  following  ac- 
tio d  was  taken : 

Sewers.  On  expediency  of  constructing  sewers 
as  follows:  In  Meridian  street,  between  White 
and  Eagle  streets ;  in  A.skburton  place,  at  westerly 
end;  in  Warren  street,  between  Quincy  a  d  Claw- 
ford  streets;  in  S  ivin  Hill  avenue  aud  Pleasant 
street;  in  SaviD,  Tupelo  and  Quincy  streets.  No 
one  appeared  to  object,  and  the  petitions  were  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

On  uxpedieucy  ot  constructing  a  sewer  in  Nor- 
folk avenue,  Humphrey  street,  through  private 
land  to  Berkeley  courr,  Berkeley  court,  Hamlet, 
Boston,  Albnght  and  Sumner  streets. 

Ebenezer  Ciapp  appeare  i  and  objected  to  the 
sewer  in  Sumner  street,  thinking  it  was  not  reed- 
ed; nearly  all  the  abutters--  oppo=e  it  and  will  not 
use  it  if  constructed ;  another  reason  is  that  busi- 
ness is  su  aull  they  cannot  make  enough  to  pay 
for  half  the  sewer ;  if  done,  he  hoped  it  would  be 
postponed.  Mr.  Clapp  spoKe  of  the  opposition  oi 
sever.  1  other  parties. 

Martin  L.  Bradford  was  inteiested  in  property 
on  Sumner  street,  urar  Stoughton  street,  and  at 
present  no  public  necessity  or  private  conven- 
ience demands  the  sewer  there  now.  The  abut- 
ters do  not  require  it,  and  he  and  bis  neighbors 
opposed  it. 

Henry  R.  Reynolds  agreed  "with  Mr.  Bradford, 
and  had  no  ust  foi  the  sewer;  it  ought  to  be  post- 
poned. 

The  petition  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Seivers. 

Steam  Engines.  The  petitions  of  George  F. 
Meacham,  for  lea.'fc  to  locate  a  s-team  engine  at 
127  Summer  street;  E.  P.  Cutler  &  Co.,  for  leave 
to  locate  a  steam  engine  on  Oulveit  aDd  Hamp- 
shire streets,  were  considered  on  orders  ot  notice; 
but  no  one  appeared  to  object,  and  they  were  sev- 
erally referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

Metropolitan  Railroad .  The  petition  of  the  Me- 
tropolitan Railroad  Compaov  for  a  turnout  on 
Tremont  street  near  Hill°ide  avenue,-  was  next 
considered.  C.  A.  Richards,  president  of  the  Me- 
tropolitan Railroad,  appeared  and  said  tbe  turn- 
out was  to  accommodate  toe  Brookline  people, 
whom  they  intended  to  give  more  cars. 

The  petition  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Paving. 

The  petition  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
pany tor  a  double  track  on  Columbus  avenue, 
from  Berkeley  street  to  Park  square,  with  suita- 
ble curves  and  turnouts,  to  connect  with  the  track 
in  Boylston  street,  was  coasideied. 

Mr.  Richards  said  it  was  intended  to  extend  a 
double  track  through  the  avenue  between  Berke- 
ley and  Boylston  streets,  in  order  to  accommo- 
date the  Providence  Depot  travel,  and  the  petition 
is  made  at  thi  request  of  the  tsost  rn  &  Pr  jvidence 
Railroad  Couapauy.  The  street  is  not  wholly 
paved,  and  the  laving  of  the  track  will  pave  the 
<  ity  the  expanse  of  paving  a  large  patt  of  the 
roadway.  He  had  intended  to  petition  for  the 
rignt  to  go  through  Eliot  street,  but  had  been 
convinced  that  tlut  street  was  too  mu'd)  frequent- 
ed by  heavy  teams  for  the  Board  to  grant  it.  The 
company  intended  to  run  th  lr  Berkeley-street  de- 
pot cars  tbroutrh  Charles  stieet  to  the  northern 
depots,  and  thus  give  their  South  and  West  Ei.d 
patrons  better  facilities. 

In  reply  to  questions  by  Alderman  Burrage,  Mr. 
Richards  said  the  number  ot   cars  on  the  street 


would  not  be  increased ;  they  run  through  Berke- 
ley street  now  at  tbe  rate  of  one  every  fifteen 
minu'-ss  during  some  parts  of  the  day,  and  seven 
and  a  half  minutes  at  other  hours. 

A.  A.  Folsom,  superintendent  of  the  Boston  & 
Providence  Railroad,  said  he  bad  been  appealed 
to  a  great  many  times  during  Jre  past  year  for 
additional  facilities  for  transportation  from  the 
depot  to  othet  parts  of  the  city;  the  travel- 
ling public  had  felt  the  need  of  this  line,  and 
the  want  will  Toe  greater  next  year,  as  the 
business  of  the  road  is  constantly  on  the  increase. 
People  had  repeatedly  said  to  hi.n  that  their  depot 
was  complete  in  everything  but  this  lack  of  horse- 
car  communication  with  the  business  part  of  the 
city,  and  consequently  he  had  asked  the  Metro- 
politan Railroad  Company  to  present  this  petition. 

Dr.  George  S.  Jones,  called  by  Mr.  Richards, 
said  the  citizens  of  the  West  End  felt  the  need  of 
communication  with  the  South  End  and  the  north- 
ern depots,  and  this  plan  would  be  a  great  accom- 
modation to  them. 

No  one  else  desiring  to  be  heard,  the  petition 
was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

To  the  Jotnt  Committee  on  Assessors'  Depart- 
ment. Heirs  ot  Charles  Hulbtrt,  ior  abatement 
of  tax  of  1874  on  pergonal  property. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  Part  of  the 
Board.  Joseph  L.  Wells,  for  leave  to  occupy  an 
old  wooden  stable  for  or.e  horse  on  Orleans  street, 
rear  No.  38. 

George  Lamb,  tor  leave  to  oci-upy  a  new  brick 
stable  for  sixteen  horses  at  No.  10  Ha,ymarket 
place. 

B.  F.  Colcord,  for  l-?.ve  to  occupy  a  new  wood- 
en stable  for  one  horse  at  No.  12  Wdd  avenue, 
W>'rdl7. 

James  Parker,  for  leave  tu  occupy  a  new  brick 
staple  for  forty  horses,  on  corner  Harrison  avenue 
and  Gloucester  place. 

R.  T.  Paine,  Jt .,  for  leave  to  occupv  tvt  o  wood- 
en stables  for  fifteen  noises  each,  on  Culvert 
street,  near  the  railroad. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Harbor.  L.  B. 
Moise  et  al.,  tbat  a  portion  of  Roxcury  Canal  be 
dredged. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  Part  of  the 
Board.  George  H.  Williams,  to  be  heard  in  rela- 
tion to  the  proposed  removal  of  obstructions  on 
Seaverns  avenue. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Sarah  E. 
Finn,  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries  caused  by  a 
fall  on  Kirkland  street. 

To  the  CommAttee  on  Sewers.  William  Say  ward 
et  al..  for  sewers  in  Hancock  and  other  streets  at 
Upham's  Co  ner. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  John  Thurston 
and  Lucis  Peter,  tor  licenses  to  grind  cutlery  in 
the  streets  of  this  city. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets.  Boston 
Water  Power  Company,  that  the  city  would  acctpt 
and  pay  for  the  streets  on  Back  Bay  constructed 
by  them. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Amasa  Bailey, 
for  abatement  of  sidewalk  assessment  on  East 
Fifth  street. 

D.  EckJey,  Jr.,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
9-11  Cornhill. 

Boston  &  Albauy  Railroad  Company,  for  leave 
to  close  Kceeland  street  against  the  passage  of 
vehicles  on  June  17. 

Heirs  of  Maria  Fern  aid,  for  abatement  of  side- 
walk assessment  on  Fourth  street. 

Joseph  G.  Shedd  et  al.,  that  Fountain  street, 
Ward  14,  be  graded,  eti'. 

Boston  &  Lowell,  Eastern,  Fitchburg  ard  Bos- 
ton &  Maine  Railroad  companies,  that  Prison 
Point  Bridge  be  closed  against  public  travel  on 
June  17. 

George  H.  Williams  et  al.,  to  be  paid  forgtade 
damage"  on  Pond  street,  Ward  17. 

W.  K.  Cavanas'h,  for  leave  to  move  a  wooden 
building  from  Blue  Hill  avenue  to  Milton  line. 

Charles  W.  Morris  et  al.,  that  edgesiones  be  set 
and  gutters  paved  en  bromley  park. 

J.  O'Sullivan,  tbat  Smith  street  be  giaded  on  its 
extension  to  Bumstead  lane. 

hiram  A.  Wright  et  al.,  that  a  portion  of  what 
was  Thorn  ton  street   be  named  Thornton  avenue. 

Thomas  Lamb  et  al ,  that  State  street  be  paved 
with  wood. 

Maveric's  Congregational  Society,  for  brick  side- 
walk on  Liverpool  street. 

Adams  Express  Company,  et  al.,  that  the  street 
railway  tracks  in  Court  street  br  removed. 

Rebecca  W.  Hough,  remonstrance  against  the 
proposed  enclosure  ot  a  portion  of  Berwick  park. 
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John  Cavauagh  for  leave  to  move  a  wooden 
building  from  Commercial  street,  Ward  16, 
through.  Commercial  street  to  Clayton  street. 

John  Allen  et  al.,  that  the  city  contribute  tow- 
ards tbe  sprinkling  of  Eustis  street. 

Moseley,  Hodgman  &  Co.,  that  Washington 
square  be  put  in  order. 

Ebenezer  W.  Stone  et  al.,  that  the  city  defray  a 
oorrion  of  the  expense  of  sprinkling  Vernon 
street,  Roxbury. 

George  Ellis  et  al.,  for  street  watering  in  iVard 
16. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  John  T.  Willey, 
for  leave  maintain  a  lant-rn  in  front  of  the 
Creighton  House,  245  Tremont  street. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order*  to  fix  the  salaries  of  the  following  offi- 
cers: Treasurer,  $6000;  Auditor,  $6000;  Collector 
of  taxes,  $5000.    Severally  passed.    Sent  down. 

Order  for  Comuiittie  on  b'inance  to  report  ot- 
deis  for  payment  of  deputy  collectors,  et3.  Passed. 
Sent  down. 

Order  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  special 
committ'  e  on  observance  of  the  nin<  ty- ninth  an- 
niversary of  Ameiican  Independence;,  the  ex- 
pense not  to  exceed  $5E0O.  Passed. — yeas  11,  nays 
1— Alderman  Prescott  voting  nay.  Subsequently 
Alderman  Prescott,  Worthncgton  and  O'Brien 
were  appointed  on  said  committee.    Sent  down. 

Order  to  pay  Phoebe  Samuels  $1,057.50,  for  land 
damages  on  Shawmut  a^  enut.    Passed. 

Older  for  Coabiruate  Water  Board  to  prosecute 
all  patties  guil.y  of  pol'uting  the  waters  of  Pegao 
BroVkoroi  other  streams  flowing  into  Lake  Co- 
chituate. 

Aldeiman  Stebbins  offered  the  following  as  a 
substitute: 

Ordered,  That  chapter  228  of  the  act=  of  the  year 
1875,  being  entitled  "An  act  to  preserve  the  purity 
of  the  waters  of  Lake  Cochituate,"  >r>e  referred  to 
the  Cochituate  Water  Board  with  the  request  to 
co.- sider  and  report  what  action  should  toe  taken 
by  the  city. 

Alderman  Stebbins — Tne  reason  I  offer  the 
substitute  is  that  act  which  tbe  first  order  was 
intended  to  cover  was  amended  on  the  last  day  of 
the  Legislature  so  that  rhe  town  of  Natiek  shall 
have  the  right  to  divert  ihe  water  of  any  brook  or 
stream  running  into  Lake  Cochituate,  bui  the  act 
is  to  take  effect  uponKits  acceptance  by  the  city  of 
.Boston,  which  is  very  peculiar 

The  substitute  was  adopted.    Sent  down. 

Ordinance  to  extend  the  powers  and  operations 
ot  the  Police  Charitable  Fuad  for  five  years 
from  June  17.    Passed.    Sent  down. 

Order  to  macadamize  Arcadia,  Atberton  s,nci 
Beethoven  streets,  and  to  set  edgestones,  etc. 
Passed. 

Order  to  macadamize  Weld  avenue,  and  to  set 
edgestones,  etc.    Passed. 

Order  to  macadamize  Orchard  street,  and  to  set 
edgestones,  etc.    Passed. 

PAPERS     FROM    THE    COMMON  COUNCIL    FOR  CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Petitions  of  Henry  Chandler,  for  leave  tooccupy 
a  st^nd  on  the  Common,  and  petition  of  George 
X,utz  et  al.,  in  aid  of  same;  of  Bernard  Lennon, 
for  the  payment  of  damages  to  estate  No.  3  Orange 
court, ou  Northampton- street  district;  of  E.  E. 
Hill,  for  compensation  lor  damages  to  his  furni- 
ture ou  account  of  the  takiog  of  his  house  by  the 
city  in  1872  for  a  smallpox  hospital.  Severally  re- 
ferred. 

Accounts  of  City  Treasurer  referred. 

Report  that  claim  of  Carlton  S.  Bragg  against 
the  citv  bad  been  settled  for  $50.    Accepted. 

Report  nominating  Alfred  I.  Turner  as  Auditor 
of  Accounts.  Accepted  ;  and  the  Board  proceeded 
to  ballot,  Aldermen  Power  and  Stebbins  being  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes. 
They  repo-ted  that  Alfred  T.  Turner  hao  received 
12  votes,  the  whole  number  cast.  Mr.  lurnei  was 
declared  elected.    Certificate  sent  down. 

The  report  and  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordi- 
nance in  relation  to  public  institutions  (printed 
City  Doc.  No.  49, 1875)  came  up  recommitted,  with 
instructions  to  consider  the  expediency  of  report- 
ing au  ordinance  governing  all  boards  and  com- 
mittees in  the  purchase  of  supplies,  etc.  Con- 
curred. 

Order  for  appointment  of  a  joint  special  com- 
mittee to  arrange  for  the  celebration  of  the  Fourth 
of  July,  at  an  expense  not  to  exceed  $15,000;  said 
committee  to  consist  of  one  member  from  each 
ward  with  such  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may 
join. 


Alder  <nan  Prescott— Of  course  the  Boaid  are  not 
in  favor  of  concurring  with  the  Common  Council, 
fince  they  have  passed  an  order  apnropriating 
$5500  and'appointing  a  committee  of  three,  with 
such  as  the  other  branch  may  join,  to  carry  it  out. 
I  simply  desire  to  say  toat  I  voted  against  t'ne  or- 
der introduced  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  8 
because  I  thought  the  sum  of  money  too  small  to 
properly  carry  out  even  a  small  celebration  ;  but  I 
am  not  in  favor  of  as  large  an  appropriation  as 
that  which  came  fiom  the  Council,  nor  of  tbe  ap- 
pointment of  so  large  ^  committee.  I  state  this 
in  explanatioi.   of   my    vote   on   the  first   order. 

Tho  order  was  rejected  in  non-concur-enee — 
yeas  0,  nays  12.    Notice  sent  down. 

COMMUNICATION  FROM  CITY  OFFTCERS. 

School  Committee.  Request  for  a  conveation 
oa  Tuesday,  Juns  8,  at  7y2  o'clock  P.  M.,  to  fill  the 
vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Chail  s  L. 
Flint  of  Waid  10.    The  Board  concurred. 

WEST  CHESTER-PARK  BRIDGE. 

A  communication  wss  leceived  fro  n  the  Rail- 
road Commissioner?,  transmitting  a  vote  granting 
permission  to  the  citv  to  construct  bridge  over 
*"he  Bo"ton  &  Albany  Railroad,  at  tne  crossing  of 
Boylston  street  and  of  West  Chester-park  Bridge, 
of  such  a  height  as  will  leave  a  clear  opening  of 
fifteen  feet  above  the  rails.    Placed  on  file. 

JAIL  EXPENSES  FOR  MAY. 

A  requisition  for  $1462.68  for  expenses  of  Suf- 
folk County  Jail,  for  May,  was  received  from  the 
sheriff,  and  which  being  duly  approved  was  or- 
dered paid. 

"LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow  subm-tted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  a«  follows: 

Minors'  Applications  Granted— Nine  newsboys; 
two  bootblacks. 

Pawnbroker's  License  Refused— Charles  M. 
Smith,  10  Brattle  square. 

Wagon  Licenses  Grafted—  Hugh  McClellan,  352 
Princeton  street;  Joshua  Egin,  289  Hanover 
street. 

Auctioneer  Licensed  —  William  H.  Flint,  45 
Court  street. 

License  for  Bowling  Alley  Granted — John  H. 
Odeii  weller,  Boylston  street,  Ward  17. 

Billiard  Licences  Granted — George  Werner,  1097 
Tremont  street;  John  Werner,  1268  Tremont 
street;  E.  T.  Marhave,  23  Meridian  street. 

Hack  License  Refused — George  M.  Morse,  junc- 
tion of  Pearl  a  ad  Congress  streets. 

License  to  Deal  m  Second-Hand  Articles  Grant- 
ed — Cornelius  «\  Cronin,  128  Tyler  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

PERMITS  FOR    WOODEN  BUILDINGS. 

Alderman  Pope  submitted  reports  with  orders 
authoiizing  the  issuing  of  permits  to  erect  wood- 
en buildings,  according  to  applications  on  file  in 
the  Department  for  the  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings,  as  follows:  J.  J.  Williams,  .Spring 
street,  Ward  17;  F.  O.  and  J.  I.  Reed,  Canal  str.  et, 
Wara  22;  Otis  H.  Weed,  Culve/r  street,  Ward  15; 
Howard  Snelling  &  Co.,  rear  588  Albany  street, 
Wara  10;  Eitchburg  Railroad  Company,  on  their 
briage  over  Charles  River.  Orders  severally  read 
twice  and  passed.    Sent  oovvn. 

On  the  question  of  thf  passage  of  the  order  re- 
lating to  the  Fitchburg  Railroad  Com  c  any,  Alder- 
man Harris  asked  what  rule  governed  the  com- 
mittee in  reporting  upon  these  petitions. 

Alderman  Pope— I  don't  know  any  reason  why 
this  petition  should  not  be  granted.  The  building 
is  to  be  located  on  their  own  property  t)  carry  oil 
their  own  business,  and  we  asked  for  a  secoad 
reading  that  they  may  begin  the  work  at  once. 

Alderman  Hurris— Does  the  danger  from  fire 
enter  into  the  investigation? 

Alderman  Pope— Yes,  sir,  we  always  look  into 
that. 

Alderman  Harris—How  is  it  possible  for  engines 
to  get  down  there  ? 

Alderman  Pope — I  can't  say  about  that,  sir.  I 
suppose  you  are  avare  that^it  is  over  the  river, 
wnere  there  is  plenty  of  water  and  the  railroad 
company  have  their  own  facilities  for  extinguish- 
ing fire.  The  building  is  to  be  protected  by  the 
company,  and  as  thty  are  responsible  for  the 
freight  stored  in  them,  it  is  presumed  they  will 
take  every  possible  precaution  to  protect  the 
structure. 

Alderman  Bun  age— Is  it  to  be  covered  with 
iron? 

Ald?j.man  Pope— With  tin,  sir. 
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Alderman  Harris— The  roof  looks  very  much 
like  cement  to  me. 

Alderman  Pope— The  question  of  adequate  pro- 
tection from  fire  is  a1  ways  thorougly  investigated. 

Alderman  Pope  submitted  a  leport  from  the 
same  committee  that  no  action  is  necessary  on 
petition  of  Robert  Treat  Paine,  Jr.,  for  leave  to 
Piece  a  wooden  building;  on  Culvert  street,  Ward 
15,  and  that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdiaw. 
Accepted.    Sent  down. 

ORDERS  TO  PAY  FOR  LAND  DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Worthiagtoo  submitted  oiders  to  pay 
for  land  damages  as  tollqws  : 

For  widening;  Shawmut  avenue —  Dennis  F. 
Flags,  $442.50;  Alden  Avery,  $67.50.  Severally 
read  twice  and  passed. 

For  widening  of  Beach  street— William  H.Quig- 
ley,  $15,093.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

For  widening  Beach  Street—  WiUiam  H.  Quig- 
ley,  $594,  for  land  taken  iD  the  name  of  unknown 
ovpoers  from  a  passageway  adjoirmg  an  estate  of 
his  on  said  street.    Read  once. 

Widening  Bowdovn  street,  Ward  16— John  Wall, 
$2500.    Read  ouce. 

Laying  out  of  Lincoln  street,  Brig!  ton,  in  1873— 
Sylvester  Bowman,  $117.15.  Read  twice  and 
passed. 

EXPENSE    OF    PURSUING    AND    ARRESTING  CRIMI- 
NALS. 

Alderman  Buirage  submitted  the  following: 
The  Comnittee  on  Police  beg  leave  to  represent 
that  in  preparing  the  estimates  for  expenditure 
during  the  financial  year  1875-76  no  special  provi- 
sion was  made  for  extraordinary  expenses  in- 
curred by  the  department  in  pursuing  and  arrest- 
ing criminals.  The  total  appropriation  will  un- 
doubtedly be  S'jfficier  t  to  cover  any  expenses 
which  may  be  incurred  foi  such  a  purpose,  but  un- 
der the  ne  w  rules  of  the  City  Council  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  appiop;iaie  a  dtti  ite  sum  to  bs  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Aluermen. 
It  is  estimated  that  $5000  will  be  sufficient  for  the 
puipose  and  the  committee  would  respectfully  re- 
quest an  appio oiiation  of  that  amount  by  trans- 
far  from  the  item  for  salaries. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  Seat 
down. 

POLICE  APPOINTMENT  CONFIRMED. 

Alderman  Burrage  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Police  lecommej/ding  the  confirma- 
tion of  the  appointment  of  C.  A.  Roak  as  a  police 
officer.  Report  accepted  and  nomination  con- 
firmed. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  reports  lrom  the 
Committee  on  Sewers,  witb  the  following: 

Order  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer  m  Orchard 
park  and  Oivhard  street.    R-ad  twice  and  passed. 

Order  of  ootice  of  hearing  oo  Monday  iiext,  at 
four  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  expediency  of  constructing 
a  common  sewer  in  Howard  and  Geraid  streets, 
Roxbury.    Passed. 

PERMITS  FOR  STABLES. 

Alder  nan  Worthingtoo  submitted  reports  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board 
recommending  tne  granting,  on  the  usual  condi- 
tions, of  the  following  petitions  for  leave  o  occu- 
py stables:  J.  Howes  Dyer,  Atiawan  avenue,  near 
Beach  street,  Wacd  17;  George  R.  Fowler,  Elliot 
street,  Ward  17;  H.  W.  Joidan,  Allston  street, 
Ward  19;  Hill  &  Rice,  India  street,  comer  Atlantic 
avenue;  Sumner  &  Dickinson,  Cove  street,  pro- 
vided a  good  and  sufficient  drain  be  constructed 
on  the  premises,  and  the  same  be  connected  with 
sewer  on  Cove  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Alderman  O'Brien  submitted  a  report  fiom  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  on  petition  of 
Joseph  Dorr  et  al.,  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  tne  Mayor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized,  in  behalf  of  the'eity,  to  exe- 
cute and  deliver  to  and  exchange  with  said  Jo- 
seph Dorr  and  others,  such  instrument  or  instru- 
ments as  shall  be  necessary  tor  the  straightening 
of  the  division  line  betweou  land  of  the  city  and 
laod  of  said  Joseph  Dorr  and  otters  on  South 
street,  as  shown  upon  the  accompanying  plan, 
drawn  by  Thoma-  W.  Davis,  Citv  Surveyor,  said 
instiuinents  to  be  made  satisfactory  to  the  City 
Solicitor. 

Oraei  read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

Aide: man  O'Brien  submitted  a  report  for  the 
same  committee,   recommending  leave  to  with 


draw  on  petition  of  Thomas  E.  and  Fred  P.  Mose- 
ley,  for  a  release  of  conditions  of  sale  of  land  on 
Concord  and  James  streets.  Accepted.  Sent 
down. 

PUBLIC    INSTRUCTION. 

Alderman  Piescott  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Instruction  on  request 
of  School  Committee,  recommending  the  passage 
of  the  following: 

Ordered,  Tnat  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  fit  up  anc  furnish  the  vacant 
building  on  the  corner  of  Main  and  Haverhill 
streets,  Charlestown,  for  tbe  accommodation  of  a 
primary  school,  the  expense  to  fee  charged  to  the 
appropriations  f or  Schoolhouses  and  Public  Build- 
iDgs. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

Aldeiman  Prescott  submitted  a  report  from  the 
same  committee,  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  comply 
with  the  request  of  the  School  Committee  lor  the 
hiring  of  Tremont  Tempi  b  for  the  annual  declama- 
tion of  the  English  High  School.  Accepted. 
Sent  down. 

MARKET. 

Alderman  Presco.t  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Committer  on  Market  in  favor  of  granting 
leave  to  George  H.  Chess  nan  to  transfer  his  undi- 
vided half  of  leas-i  of  stalls  87-89  Faneuil  Hall 
Markei,  to  Charles  W.  Hall.    Accepted. 

FANEUIL  HALL. 

Alderman  Presco«t  submitter)  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall,  in  favor  of  g: anting 
said  hsll  to  the  National  Lancets  on  June  14.  Ac- 
cepted. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  reports  and  orders 
from  the  Committee  on  Paving  as  follows: 

Report  ia  favor  of  granting-  permit  to  John 
Murphy  to  move  wooden  ouilding  514  to  512  Main 
srreet,  Charlestown.    Accepted. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  Samuel  H.  Smith,  for  leave  to  place  a 
lamp  post  in  sidewalk  of  80  Tremonr  street.  Sev- 
erally accented. 

Ordere  i,  Tl  at  permission  be  given  to  the  New 
York  &  New  England  Railroad  Company  to  close 
against  public  navel  one-half  of  the  wioth  of 
thrir  tracks  on  Dorchester  avenue,  Sontn  Boston, 
while  the  abutments  of  said  biidge  are  being  re- 
built. 

Rea  i  tTvice  and  pas;ec[ 

Ordets  to  establish  the  i^viseri  grades  of  Athens 
street,  oetween  A.  and  B  street',  according  to 
plan  and  profile  dated  Nov.  18, 1871 ;  and  Bowdoin 
street,  between  Washington,  and  Green  streets, 
according  to  a  piofile  dated  May  11, 1875. 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Repot  t  and  order  giving  permission  to  the  Ox- 
iard  Sugar  Refinery,  to  lay  a'cout  100  feet  in 
length  of  water  pipe  on  the  easterly  side  of  At- 
lantic avenue  foi  the  purpose  of  obtaining  salt 
water  at  all  times  for  manufacturing  purposes, 
upon  condition  that  the  company  agree  to  save 
the  city  harmless,  ana  to  is moved  said  pipe  when 
oidered  so  to  do  by  tue  Board  of  Aldermen.  Or- 
der read  twice  and  passed. 

Repoitsand  orders  for  the  furnishing  and  set- 
ting of  edgestoni-s  in  front  of  estates  of  Susan 
Ann  Hawes,  9  Alpine  street;  Edward  M.  Skinntr, 
Centre  street,  West  Roxbury ;  Joseph  Ham,  Mar- 
cella  street,  Roxbury.  Orders  seveially  read 
twice  and  passed. 

Reports  and  orders  for  the  laving  of  b  lck  side- 
walks in  front  of  estates  of  Bridget  Kenrington, 
254  Third  street;  Jesse  Holbrook,  40  Woodvice 
street;  Horace  M.  Sargent, Emerson  street,  corner 
of  Third;  M.  Lauergan.  256  Third  street,  South 
Boston;  Bridget  O'Rorke,  776  ar-d  778  Parker 
stieet;  M.  Hounhan,  67  and69  P  street,  Smth  Bos- 
ton.   Orders  severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

PUBLIC  BATHHOUSES  REFUSED. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  the  folio  wing  from 
the  Committee  on  Bathing: 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  of  Cyrus  Bru^e,  et  al.,  for  a  free  bath 
house  on  Cragie's  Budge;  and  James  A.  Kemp, 
et  al.,  for  a  free  bathhouse  at  Washington  Village. 
Severally  accepted.    Sent  down. 

STEAM  FIRE  ENGINE  AT  THE  NORTH    END. 

Alderman  Quincy  offeree'  the  following: 
Ordered,  Thar  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
the  Fire  Department  be  in.  cructed  to  consider  and 
report  upon  the  expediency  of  the  location  of  a 
steam  fire  engine  and  horse  hose  cairia^e  at  some 
point  b  tween  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad  Depot 
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and  tbe  Custom  clause,  in  accordance  with  peti- 
tions heretofore  presented  and  on  file. 
Passed.    Sent  down. 

MT.  WASHINGTON-AVENUE    BRIDGE. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  lollowing  from  the 
Committee  on  Bridges: 

Ordered,.  That  tbe  Committee  on  Bridges  be  au- 
thorized to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  $700  in 
replanting  Mt.  Washington- avenue  Bridge,  said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Appropriation  for 
Bridges. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

NORTHAMPTON-STREET  DISTRICT. 

Alderman  Stebbius,  from  the  Joint  Special 
Committee  on  Northampton-street  District,  sub- 
mitted an  order  to  take  the  land  of  John  E.  Fitz- 
gerald and  others,  on  Nor  hampton  street,  pur- 
suant to  the  provisions  of  chapter  340  of  the  acts 
of  the  year  1873,  the  same  having  been  surren- 
dered to  the  city  aud  the  terms  or  tbe  act  having 
been  complied  with.  Read  twice  and  passed.  Sent 
down. 

FRANCIS-STRJEET  SCHOOL  DISTRICT. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Preseott,  the  special 
assignment,  viz.,  order  to  construct  an  addition 
to  the  primary  schoolhouse  on  Francis  street,  at  a 
cost  (if  $20,000,  was  taken  up  and  passed  in  con- 
currence. 

THE  CITY  ARCHITECT. 

Alderman  Piescott  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  order  passed  May  19,  1874, 
authorizing  tho  appointment  of  an  architect  and 
draughtsmen  for  the  Public  Building  Depart- 
ment, be,  aaf  hereby  is,  continued  in  force  until 
otherwise  ordered,  at  an  annual  expense  not  ex- 
ceeding tae  sum  o£  $6000,  instead  of  tte  sum 
therein  named:  the  expense  to  ba  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Public  Buildings. 

Aldeiman  Preseott — I  move  that  the  order  take 
its  second  reading  today,  aud  would  state  in  ex- 
planation that  the  expense  of  the  depaitment  is 
somewhat  larger  this  year  tuan  it  was  last  year, 
but  it  has  been  found  that  the  money  has  been 
wisely  sxpenued,  for  the  establishment  of  this  de- 
partment has  Si  ved  the  city  at  least  ten  times  its 
co"t.  I r. st bad  of  paving  an  architect's  fee  on  the 
cost  of  a  building  we  prepare  our  own  plans. 

Alderman  Power — What  is  the  increa:e  over  the 
original  amount? 

Alderman  Preseott— The  amount  aopropriated 
last  year  was  $5000, to  estabUsh  the  Cit>  Archi- 
tect's Department.  It  has  been  found  necessary 
to  increase  the  force  in  the  offlcebv  emoloying  one 
more  assistant  the  present  year,  and  by  increas- 
ing the  pay  of  one  of  the  employes. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed.     Sent  up. 

DIRECTOR    FOR  PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  election  of  a 
Director  for  Public  Institutions  was  taken  from 
the  table. 

Aldeiman  Worthingto-a — Some  three  or  four 
weeks  ago  Mr.  Denio  desired  me  to  withdraw  bis 
name;  he  said  he  had  been  on  the  board  for 
eleven  years  and  had  no  wish  to  be  returned.  If 
the  election  ha>i  taken  place  on  the  next  Monday, 
I  should  h»ve  felt  called  upon  to  withdraw  his 
name;  but  since  then  so  many  persons  bave  been  to 
him, including  membersof  the  board, tiiat  he  has 
coasented  to  allow  his  n  vine  to  be  usee .  It  is  the 
feeling  of  nearly  all  connected  with  the  institu- 
tions that  they  need  a  mechanic  on  the  board. 
Mr.  Savward  being  left  out, the  Directois  feel  that 
tbey  should  have  at  least  one  mechanic  on  the 
board.  Mr.  Denio  is  a  practical  mechanic,  and  is 
thoroughly  posted  on  all  such  matters  when  they 
come  before  the  Directors.  For  that  reason  he 
has  been  strongly  urged  to  remain,  and  I  do  not 
feel  authorized  to  take  his  name  out  of  the  way. 
He  has  asked  no  Mving  man  to  vote  for  him,  arid 
will  not  do  so,  and  leally  has  no  wish  to  be  re- 
turned unless  the  City  Council  desire  him  to 
serve.  I  hope  this  Board  will  give  him  a  unani- 
mous vote. 


Aldermen  Power  and  Stebbins  were  appoi  Qted  a 
committee  to  collect  and  count  votes.    Toe  re- 
ported- 
Whole  number  of  votes '...12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

Benjamin  Dean 5 

Sylvanus  A.  Denio 7 

Mr.  Denio  was  declared  elected  in  non-concur- 
lence.    Certificate  sent  down. 

FREE  BATH  HOUSES. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Coiriinitteeou  Batb- 
iDg  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bathing  be  au- 
thorized to  lepair  and  maintain  free  public  bath- 
ing houses  for  men  and  bojt;,  and  for  women  and 
girls,  in  different  s-ctions  of  the  city,  at  an  ex- 
pense not  exceeding  $14,000;  also  to  employ  such 
assistance  as  may  be  required  for  the  proper  care 
and  management  of  the  several  houses,  at  an  ex- 
pense not  exceeding  $16,000;  said  sums  to  be 
charged  to  the  aopropriation  for  Public  Baths. 

Alderman  Worthington  asked  why  this  order 
should  come  in  at  this  time. 

Aldeiman  Power  said  it  was  to  get  liberty  to 
spend  the  appropriation,  which  is  $30,000  instead 
of  $40,000,  which  it  has  been  for  a  number  of 
years,  the  committee  having  succeeded  in  reduc- 
ing the  appropriation.  The  committee  had  just 
had  a  meeting,  the  fits1"  in  a  long  time,  and  that  is 
why  tbe  order  comes  in  so  late. 

Alderman  Harris  asked  why  there  were  two 
amounts  specified. 

Alderman  Power  said  it  was  the  usual  way  of 
distinguishing  between  the  maintenance  of  the 
houses  and  the  repairs. 

Aldermau  Wortbington  asked  if  the  committee 
irtenoed  establishing  any  additional  bath  houses, 
and  if  so,  in  what  section  of  the  city. 

Aldeiman  Po*er  said  that  if  Alderman  Woita- 
ington  had  paid  attention  to  the  proceedings  be 
would  have  seen  that  the  committee  had  lef used 
the  petitions  for  additional  bath  houses. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  he  had  observed 
that,  but  it  did  not  show  whether  or  not  the  com- 
mittee intended  to  establish  more. 

Alderman  Power  said  the  committee  hadstarted 
out  this  year  wich  theirieaof  economy,  and  are 
endeavoring  to  practise  it.  He  believed  they 
needed  a  new  one  in  Washington  Village  as  much 
as  anywhere,  but  he  did  n't  think  he  would  vote 
for  an  additional  bouse  m  any  section,  though  he 
did  n't  know  what  circumstances  might  compel 
him  to  do. 

The  order  was  read  twice  snd  passed.  Sent 
down. 

RAILROAD  TRACKS  IN  COURT,     STATE    AND     DEV- 
ONSHIRE   STREETS. 

Aldeiman  Bui  rage  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  sent  to  the  Metropoli- 
tan Railroad  Company  to  appear  on  Moudav,  the 
14th  day  of  June  next,  at  four  o'clock,  P.  M., 
to  show  cause  why  their  tracks  should  not  be 
moved  in  Con.it  street  between  Scollay  square 
and  Washington  street. 

Alderman  Woithingtoi  moved  to  amend  by  in- 
cluding the  tracks  laid  in  State  and  Devonshire 
streets,  which  had  been  laid  temporarily,  and  re- 
mained there  to  the  gieat  inconvenience  of  the 
public. 

Alderman  Burrage  suggested  that  a  separate 
order  would  be  better,  so  that,  oni  thing  at  a  time 
might  be  considered.  The  committee  think  it  ex- 
pedient to  have  the  track  removed  before  tbe 
street  is  repaved. 

The  Chairman  ruled  tbe  amendment  not  in  or- 
der, as  the  tracks  in  State  and  Devonshire  streets 
were  laid  by  the  Middlesex  Railroad. 

Oo  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington,  the  or- 
der was  amended  so  that  notice  should  be  sent  to 
the  Middlesex  Railroad  Companv  to  appear  at  the 
same  time  and  show  cause  why  the  tracks  in 
State  and  Devonshire  streets  should  not  be  re- 
moved, and  the  order  as  amended  was  passed. 

Adjourned. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


CITY   OF   BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 


MAY    27,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M., 
Halsey  J.  Boardmau,  President, m  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Petitions  of  beiis  of  Charles  Hulbert,  for  abate- 
ment of  tax  of  1874  on  personal  property;  L.  B. 
Moree  et  al.,  that  a  portion  of  Roxbury  Canal  be 
dredged;  Sarah  E.  Finn,  to  be  paid  for  personal 
injuries  caused  by  a  fall  on  Kirkland  street;  Bos- 
ton Water  Power  Cornoaoy,  tbat  tbe  city  would 
accept  and  pay  for  tbe  streets  on  Back  Bay  con- 
structed by  them.    Severally  referred. 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions,  viz., 
Cyrus  Bruce  and  others,  for  a  bath  bouse  on  Cra- 
gie's  Bridge;  of  X.  E.  &  F.  P.  Moseley,  for  re- 
lease of  conditions  of  sale  of  land  on  Concord 
and  James  streets;  of  J.  A.  Kemp  et  al.,  for  a 
bath  house  in  Washington  Village.  Severally  ac- 
cepted. 

Report  that  no  action  is  needed  on  petition  of 
R.  T.  Pa.ne,  Jr.,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  build- 
ing on  Culvert  street.    Accepted. 

Report  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  giant  request  of 
School  Committee  for  use  of  Tremont  Temple  for 
English  High  School  Exhibition.    Accepted. 

Reports  and  oidei  s  for  permits  for  the  erection 
of  wojden  buildings  to  be  issued,  viz.,  to  J.  J. 
Williams,  Spring  street,  Ward  20;  to  F.  O.  and  J. 
T.  Reed,  on  Can;il  street,  Waid  22;  Howard,  Snell- 
ing  &  Co.,  rear  588  Albany  street;  to  Fitchburg 
Railryad  Company,  on  bridge  over  Charles  River, 
Ward  20;  to  Otis  H.  Weed,  Culvert  street,  Ward 
15.    Ordeis  severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  refer  to  the  Cochituate  Water  Board 
the  "Act  to  press i ve  the  purity  of  the  waters  of 
Lake  Cochituate."    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Repoit  and  oider  for  such  instruments  as  shall 
be  necessary  to  be  issued  to  Joseph  Dorr  and 
others,  for  the  straightening  of  the  line  between 
land  of  said  Dorr  and  land  of  the  city.  Order 
read  twice  and  passed. 

Preamble  and  order  to  take  estates  of  J.  E. 
Fitzgerald  and  others  on  Northampton-street  dis- 
trict.   Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  repair  and  maintain  bath  houses  in  dif- 
ferent parts  ot  the  city  at  a  cost  of  $14,000, 
and  to  employ  assistance  for  care  of  same  at 
$16.,000.    Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Fire  Department  to  re- 
port op  expediency  of  locating  a  steam  fire  en- 
gine and  horse  hose  carriage  at  some  point  be- 
tween Boston  &  Maine  Railro&d  Depot  and  the 
custom  house. 

Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11  moved  to  amend  by  in- 
serting after  the  words  "horse  hose  carriage"  tbe 
words  "or  other  pieces  of  fire  apparatus." 

Mr.  Devereux  ot  Ward  22— What  does  the  gen- 
tleman mean  by  piece  of  fire  apparatus?  It  might 
be  a  ladder  or  carriage,  which  would  not  add 
much  to  the  extinguishment  of  fires. 

Mr.  Howes— The  term  is  a  technical  one  and  is 
supposed  to  mean  a  hose  caniage,  steam  engine, 
hook  and  ladder  or  a  Babeock  Extinguisher.  I 
don't  think  it  means  anything  else  in  the  phrase- 
ology of  fiiemen.  The  reason  for  offering  the 
amendmenc  is  that  the  order  makes  it  necessary 
for  the  committee  to  repoit  that  either  a  steam 
engine  or  hose  carriage  should  be  located  there, 
which  would  entail  tbe  expense  of  organizing  a 
new  permanent  company  at  $15,000  a  year;  while 
under  the  amendment  a  Babeock  Extinguisher  or 
some  other  apparatus  could  be  transferred  there 
from  some  othtr  part  of  the  city  at  no  additional 
expense. 

Mr.  Devereux — The  explanation  is  satisfactory 
to  me, 

The  amendment  was  adopted  and  tbe  order 
passed  as  amended.    Sent  up. 

Report  and  orders  to  fix  salaries,  viz.,  Treas- 
urer, $6000;  Auditor,  $6000;  Collector  of  Taxes, 
$5000.  Orders  severally  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Finance  to  report 
orders  ftr  payment  ol  Deputy  Collectors,  etc. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  continue  iu  force  tbe  order  passed  May 
19, 1874,  for  tbe  appointment  of  a  City  Architect 
and  Draughtsman,  at  $6000  per  annum,  instead  or 


sum  named  therein.   Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

An  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance  in  relation 
to  the  police  relief  fund.    Read  twice  and  pa-'sed. 

Report  and  order  to  fit  up  and  furnish  the  va- 
cant building  on  corner  of  Main  and  Haverhill 
streets,  Charlestown,  for  primary-school  purposes. 
Order  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

ELECTIONS. 

The  following  elections  occurred : 

Director  for  Public  Institutions.  Certificate  of 
tbe  election  by  tbe  Board  of  Aldermen  of  S.  A. 
Denio,  in  place  of  Benjamin  Dean,  chosen  by  the 
Council. 

Messrs.  Willcutt  of  Ward  17,  Walsh  of  Ward 
5,  and  Felt  of  Ward  11  being  appointed  a  com- 
nittee  to  collect  and  count  votes,  they  reported — 

vVhole  number  of  votes 57 

Jecessary  for  a  choice 29 

Benjamin  Dean 36 

Sylvanus  A.  Denio 21 

Mr.  Dean  was  declared  elected  in  non-concur- 
rence.   Certificate  sent  up. 

Auditor  of  Accounts.  Certificate  of  election  of 
Alfred  T.  Turner,  and  Messrs.  Crocker  of  Ward  6, 
Osborne  of  Ward  8  and  Leighton  of  Ward  1  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes. 
They  reported — 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 48 

Necessary  to  a  choice 25 

Alfred  T.  Turner  had 47 

One  blank. 
Mr.  Turner  was  declared  elected  in  concurrence. 

FOURTH  OF  JULY. 

Notice  was  received  of  the  rejection  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  order  appointing  a 
committee  of>  one  from  each  ward  to  arrange  for 
the  celebration  of  tbe  Fourth  of  July,  at  an  ex- 
pense not  exceeding  $15,000.    Placed  on  file. 

An  order  came  down  for  the  appointment  of  a 
joint  special  committee  on  the  observance  of  tbe 
ninety-ninth  anniversary  of  American  Indepen- 
dence; the  expanse  of  the  celebration  not  to  ex- 
ceed $5000. 

Mr.  Harrigan  of  Ward  1  moved  that  the  Council 
adhere  to  its  former  action. 

The  President  ruled  the  motion  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  should  hope  that  the 
order  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen  will  not  be  ac- 
cepted by  this  Council.  It  is,  as  I  understand,  to 
cut  the  appropriation  down  from  $15,000  to  $5500, 
and  I  hope  the  Council  will  not  accede  to  that 
proposition.  I  think  it  bene;,tb  the  dignity  of  the 
City  Government  of  the  city  of  Boston,  that  upon 
the  glorious  anniversary  ot  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  the  sum  of  only  $5500  should 
be  appropriated.  It  is  too  mean  to  be 
appropriated  for  that  glorious  holiday, 
and  I  hope  the  Council  will  adheie  to 
its  former  action.  I  was  one  of  those  who 
stood  in  this  place  at  the  last  meeting  and  pro- 
posed to  accept  the  amendment  offered  bv  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Ward  4,  that  $10,000 
should  be  appropriated  ;  but,  sir, that  having  been 
rejected  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  I  am  now  for 
the  larger  sum,  $15,000,  and  I  hope  that  amount 
will  be  adhered  to  +ouight. 

Mr.  Devereux  of  Ward  22— If  I  thought,  sir,  that 
the  patriotism  of  the  people  of  Boston  was  so  low 
that  they  had  forgotteD  the  deeds  ot  th^ir  fathers, 
and  all  that  they  sacrificed  that  we  might  enjoy 
these  great  privileges,  then  perhaps  I  might  go 
for  $5500.  But,  sir,  1  am  not  prepared  to 
vote  for  that  sum  tonight.  I  am,  however, 
prepared  to  vote  for  a  sum  that  shall  be  sufficient- 
ly generous  and  appreciative  of  the  recurrence  of 
the  anniversary  of  themdepgndenc0  of  the  United 
States.  Now,  sir,  I  am  certainly  willing  and 
should  cheerfully  compromise  upon  tne  sum  of 
$10,000.  I  am  desirous  of  meeting  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  upon  a  fair  and  equitable  sum  for  this 
celebration  ;  but  I  believe  the  people  would  not  be 
satisfied  with  $5500.  It  is  too  mean,  and  I  should 
be  sorry  to  see  this  Council  vote  for  $5500.  Let  us 
have  a  a:ood,  generous  celebration,  and  a  sum  suf- 
ficient to  celebrate  the  day  with.  I  had  to  thank 
the  Council  for  appropriating  $30,000  to  celebrate 
the  Seventeenth  of  June  with,  and  I  did  it  as  a 
Charlestown  man;  but  I  am  Bostonian  enough 
to  feel  that  $5500  is  too  small  a  sum  to  celebrate 
the  Fourth  of  July  with. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  13— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  thinks  $5500  too  mean  a  sum  to  expend 
for  the  celebration  of  the  Fourth  of  July.  Now  I 
don't  think  so,  but  I  do  think  it  is  too  much 
money  to  throw  away.  It  woula  be  throwing 
away  money  entirely  to  appropriate  only  $5500; 
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that  i?  no  sum  at  all  for  the  celebration  of  the 
Fourth  of  Julv.  I  think  that  evn  $15,000  is  small 
enough,  and  I  hope  we  shall  not  compromise  as  the 
gentleman  f-om  Ward  22  has  suggested,  but  shall 
adhere  to  our  former  vote.  It  is  apparent  to  any- 
one, I  think,  that  an  expenditure  of  fifteen  or  twen- 
ty or  twencyTfive  thousand  dollars  is  rot  thrown 
away.  It  brings  three  times  that  amount  to  the 
city.  But  if  we  appropriate  only  $5500  it  will  be 
entirely  thrown  away.  I  hope  we  shall  reject  the 
order  coming  fiom  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and 
adhere  to  our  former  vote. 

Mr ,  Ho  wes  of  Ward  11— I  trust  the  Council  will 
not  concur  in  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, though  for  reasons  diffeient  from  those 
named  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5.  In 
the  order  passed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  speci- 
fications are  made  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
money  should  be  spent,  and  if  I  remember  rightly 
it  mentions  the  ringiog  of  the  bells,  tiring  salutes, 
etc.  I  think  fie  money  might  be  usedio  a  better 
way  than  tbat.  We  might  have  a  rowing  match 
or  a  regatta,  which  would  be  much  better  appre- 
ciated by  the  people  than  would  be  the  entertain- 
ments pio&osed. 

Mr.  Hariigwi  of  Ward  1— This  isn't  the  first 
time  in  my  career  that  I  have  seen  the  Common 
Council  snubbed  by  ihe  Board  of  Aldermen.  Now 
sir,  it  is  well  koown  that  a  majority  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  objected  to  having  salutes  fired  on 
the  Twenty-second  of  February;  and  now  they 
have  a  celebration  fixed  up  for  the  Fourth  of 
July  which  is  entirely  m  opposition  to  our  views. 
They  propose  to  have  a  jingling  of  bells  with  a 
vim,  entertainment=  for  the  school  children  ;  and 
there  they  stop.  No  more  attention  was  paid  to 
our  older  passed  last  Thursday  evening  than  if  it 
had  been  adopted  by  school  boys  or  by  a  crowd  of 
loafers  on  the  street  corners.  I  should  :oe  willing 
to  take  an  amendment  of  $10,000,  if  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  had  met  tis  in  a  liberal  spirit;  but  I 
am  not  willing  to  be  dictated  to  and  told  what  to 
do  or  not  to  do  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  or  any- 
body else.  I  am  as  competent  to  know  what  I 
should  do  as  w^ll  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  I  do 
nor,  like  to  be  dictated  to,  and  I  don't  think  it  is 
manly  for  the  Council  to  sit  down  and  be  dictated 
to,  as  to  what  they  shall,  and  how  much  they 
shall  appropriate.  I  hope  ^ve  shall  not  concur 
with  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  I  don't  think  the 
Council  want  to  spend  money  more  lavishly  than 
do  the  Board  of  Aldetmen,  although  they  wish 
the  people  to  understand  that  we  do.  I  dou't  be- 
lieve the  people  of  Boston  agree  with  them. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  9— I  am  in  favor  of  the 
smaller  sum,  as  I  said  the  other  evening,  on  ac- 
count of  the  large  amount  we  a>e  to  spend  on  the 
Seventeenth  of  June.  I  don't  think  it  is  hardly 
correct  to  state  th;.t  any  sum  of  money  would  be 
mean  for  such  a  celebration,  for  I  believe  Boston 
has  never  been  accused  of  beiag  mean  in  that  re- 
spect. If  I  have  correctly  read  the  history  of  our 
.  ancestors  who  made  and  enforced  this  Declara- 
tion, manv  of  them  had  to  suffer  great  privations ; 
sometimes  they  went  barefoot,  and  sometimes 
they  had  n't  the  necessary  rations  to  keep  them 
from  hunger;  I  have  been  told  this  by  my  own  an- 
cestors, and  Ibelieve  it.  Nowsupposewe,  for  once, 
honor  their  patriotism  by  accepting  thia  small 
sum.  Ibelieve  it  would  D3  just  as  patriotic  to 
sacrifice  our  own  wishes  and  spend  this  small  sum, 
as  it  would  be  to  appropriate  a  large  amount  of 
money. 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6—1  think,  sir,  that  if  there 
is  one  characteristic  of  the  American  nation  that 
has  been  sneered  at  without  reason,  or  which  has 
done  more  than  another  to  establish  this  great  re- 
public, it  is  patriotism,  sometimes  miscalled 
spreadeagleism.  Men  of  mature  years  may  call 
the  firing  of  cannon  and|the  ringing  of  bells  noise; 
they  may  call  the  fluttering  of  flags  and  the 
sound  of  music  a  merely  frivolous  custom 
and  useless  display,  patriotic  Fourth  of  July  ora- 
tions fustian  and  think  the  expenditure  of  money 
to  celebrate  the  anniversary  of  the  nation's  birth- 
day a  useless  expenditure.  But  they  are  gravely 
mistaken,  gentlemen;  very  gravely  mistaken. 
What  is  it  but  patriotism,  this  soreadeagleism — 
the  essence  of  eighty  Fourth  of  Julys— that  con- 
tributed to  hold  this  nation  together  in  her  dark- 
est hour?  Let  every  .nan  ask  himself  this  ques- 
tion. What  was  it  that  sent  every  young  man  into 
the  field  but  the  essence  of  patriotism — this 
spreadeagleism?  What  was  it  made  him  fall 
with  his  back  to  the  field  and  his  feet  to  the  foe, 
and  in  our  great  struggle  to  uphold  the  Union 
his  last  words.  "Hurrah  for  the  old 
flag!"     but      the       esseoce      of     Fourth       of 


Julys?— the  orations  he  had  heard  pronounced, 
the  bunting  he  had  ,-eer:  displayed  and  the  flags 
he  Lad  s°en  flying  from  every  public  building? 
Shall  we,  who  have  had  this  legacy  left  to  us, — 
who  have  seen  the  oividends  paio  by  this  invest- 
ment in  eighty-four  Fourth  of  Julys— shall  we 
say  it  has  been  an  unprofitable  investment? 
Shall  we  stand  here,  and  pause  and  say  we  will  not, 
in  this  great  city  of  250,000 inhabitants,  spendfour 
cents  per  man  for  this  cslebration  ?  Can  the  city 
of  Boston  afford  to  have  it  go  forth  in  the  public 
prints  that  American  citizens,  having  such  a  his- 
tory, cut  down  such  an  appropriation  to  $5500  for 
a  celebiation  by  250,000  people,  spread  over  a 
large  territory?  Although  I  do  not  stand  here  to 
advocate  needless  expenditure  of  money,  or  the 
throwing  awav  of  the  public  funds,  I  should 
be  mortified,  as  an  American  citizen,  to  have  my 
vote  go  forth  for  any  such  paltry  sum.  It  may  be 
well  for  old  effete  monarchies,  who  have  no  birth- 
day to  celebrate,  except  that  of  some  moderate 
or  severe  tyrant,  some  king's  birth  Jay  or  some 
queen's  anniversary,  to  gibber  and  sav  republics 
area  failure,  when  we  have  pioved  10  them  that 
they  are  a  success;  and  they  might  well 
practise  economy,  but  even  they  do  not  do  so, 
and  why  should  w«?  It  may  be  well  enough  to 
show  them  we  are  the  brightest  nation  on 
earth,  it  it  is  not  thought  to  be  too  patriotic. 
Before  I  left  my  library  tonight  I  took 
down  Daniel  Webster's  speeches  to  see  it  I  could 
find  an  extract  showing  from  what  he  received 
his  ideas  of  the  supposed  speech  of  John  Adams, 
which  ends,  "Independence  now  and  indepen- 
dence forever,"  which  should  be  the  watchword 
of  every  American  citizen.  And  from  the  ap- 
pendix I  copied  these  words  on  the  supposed 
speech  of  John  Adams,  but  really  the  words  of 
John  Adorns  written  by  bis  own  pen.  The  day 
after  the  declaration  was  made,  John  Adams, 
writing  to  a  friend,  wrot'-  that  the  event — 

"Ought  to  be  comrremorated  as  the  day  of  de- 
liverance to  God  Almighty.  It  ought  to  be  sol- 
emnized with  pomp  and  parade,  with  shows  and 
games,  sports,  guns,  bells,  bonfires  and  illumina- 
tions, from  one  end  of  this  continent  to  the  other. 
from  this  time  forward  for  evermore." 

Yes,  sir;  that  is  the  testament  left  us  by  one  of 
the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 
You  have  heard  the  conditions  of  '  the  will 
And  is  it  the  way  to  k°ep  it,  sir,  with  the  paltry 
sum  of  $5500,  because,  forsooth,  we  have  a  cele- 
bration that  happens  to  come  once  in  a  hundred 
years?  Why,  sir,  rhose  great  spread-eagle  ora- 
tors, John  Adams,  James  Otis,  Daniel  Webster 
and  Edward  Everett  never  advanced  such  a 
picayune  policy  as  this;  and,  Heaven  save  the 
mark,  let  not  the  city  of  Boston,  the  vervcraile 
of  the  Revolution,  the  repository  of  the  cradle  of 
Libei  ty ,  utter  such  a  mean  sentiment.  I  believe 
that  when  the  Board  of  Aldermen  receive  back,  as 
they  should,  from  this  Council,  the  in- 
dignant protest  from  the  representatives  of  the 
peopl",  that  we  want  rnoie  than  this  insignificant 
appropriation  which  I  will  show  you  by  figures  is 
not  enough,— I  believe  they  will  reconsider  their 
vote  and  give  us  a  sum  that  is  sufficient.  Except 
the  birthday  of  the  Great  Prince  of  Peace,  there 
is  not  such  a  red-letter  clay  on  the  calendar  of  the 
American  citizen  as  rhe  Fourth  of  July.  I  bslieve 
that  every  man  who  advocates  the  appropriation 
of  a  sufficient  sum  for  a  proper  celebration  is  not 
an  advocate  of  extravagant  expenditure,  but 
utters  a  protest  against  the  nation's  •  birthday  be- 
ing forgotten.  I  have  a  memorandum  made  by  the 
Alderman  as  to  the  way  in  which  those 
grave  and  reverend  seigniors  propose  to  spend 
this  $5500..  They  say  we  may  spend,  for  music  and 
oration,  $800;  for  children's  entertainments— I 
am  glad  they  look  out  for  the  children— $3000; 
salutes,  $1000;  rinp-ing  of  bells,  $200;  free  ferries, 
$400.  People  may  ride  to  and  from  East  Boston, 
hear  the  bells  ling  in  the  morning  and  the  cannon 
fired,  and  the  children  may  come  to  their  enter- 
tainments—and that  is  all  very  good— and  hear 
the  oration  and  a  little  music.  Now  let  us  see 
what  the  appropriation  was  a  y*ar  ago.  We  are 
now  apnroaching  the  100th  anniversary  of  Ameri- 
can independence,  and  fast  year  there  was  an 
expenditure  of  $19,077.  Ths  economic  pat.iotism 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  desues  to  cut  it  down 
this  year  to  less  than  one-third  of  tbat  amount. 
No  apmopriation  is  trade  for  special  police  upon 
that  day,  I  find ;  nothing  is  provided  for  ice  water 
upon  the  public  squares;  nothing  for  a  rowing  re- 
gatta upon  Charles  River,  which  encourages 
athletic  sports  among  the  young  men,  and  draws 
forth  50,000  people,  I  should  think,  to  see  it;  no 
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appropriation  is  made  for  a  sailing  regatta; — in 
face,  the  only  appropriation  made  for  the  enter- 
tainment of  the  people  and  the  reminding  of  them 
of  the  Fourth  of  July,  and  the  carry- 
ing out  of  tbe  testament  of  John  Adams, 
who  said  it  should  be  celebrated  -with 
pomp  aDd  parade,  with  shows,  games  and  illumi- 
nations, is  §800  for  an  oration  andmosic  and  $1000 
for  the  firing  cf  cannon,  and  a  free  ride  on  the 
East  Bostou  ferry  boats.  No*,  sir,  I  have  let  my 
own  spreadeagleism,  as  I  fee)  tbe  essence  of  forty 
Fourth  of  Julys  bubble  up  to  my  lips  as  an 
American  citizeo  and  a  Boston  boy;  and  I  believe 
I  have  expressed  the  sentiments  of  the  American 
citizen  and  all  Boston  boys.  I  want  to  see  at 
least  ¥10,000  appropriated.  That  I  regard  as  a 
small  euough  sum,  and  I  hope  the  city  of  Boston, 
for  its  own  credit  and  hotior,  will  appropriate  that 
amount,  and  see  that  it  is  most  wisely .  spent  for 
that  purpose,  that  the  celebration  of  tbe  national 
birthday  may  be  most  ably  carried  out. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — We  have  heard  the  voice 
of  Bunker  Hill  and  Beacon  Hill,  and  I  come  here 
as  one  of  those  who  represent  old  Fort  Hill,  at 
whose  bj.se  the  tea  was  thrown  overboard.  I 
wish  we  had  more  such  hills  as  Foit  Hill,  Beacon 
Hill  and  Bunker  Hill,  I  am  for  the  largest  amount 
named  heie,  ana  I  thank  my  friend  from  Ward  6 
—I  have  the  honor  to  be  upon  a  committee  with 
him,  and  I  know  that  his  economical  ideas 
are  alway5  expressed  there — for  what  he 
has  said,  though  his  patriotism  cannot  be 
expressed  by  wor~s.  I  am  glad  to  hear 
the  sentiments  he  has  expressed  here  to- 
night. Why,  sir,  talk  about  $5500  for  the  cele- 
bration of  the  great  national  holiday!  It  is  a 
meje  pittance;  it  is  nowhere,  sir,  in  the  estima- 
tion of  the  people,  and  we,  as  their  representa- 
tives, stouid  be  reprimanded  by  every  man,  wo- 
man and  child  we  ineet  in  the  ftreets  if  we  pcc.^pt 
this  miserable  pittaacc.  I  said  at  the  last  meeting 
t'aat  I  should  be  willing  to  go  for  the  amendment, 
$10,000;  but  IjOW,  si r,  I  go  tor  the  larger  sum.  I 
don't  criticise  the  action  of  the  Board  uf  Alder- 
men; it  would  n't  De  parliamentary,  and  I 
have  no  right  to  ciiticise  them  on  this 
floor,  as  they  are  an  independent  branch, 
but  I  have  the  right,  sir,  to  stand  here 
a?  one  of  loe  representatives  of  the  people, to  ad- 
vocate that  which  I  believe  m;  and  I  ad  vocate 
th9  larger  amount  because  I  believe  it  to  be  right. 
We  are  preparing  for  a  ceutennial  celebration, 
and  I  would  advocate  any  amount  within  $100,000 
if  it  was  recommended  by  tue  honorable  commit- 
tee ;  but  because  I  would  do  that  I  am  not  willing 
to  stand  here  and  vote  to  cut  oown  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  Fourth  of  July.  I  hope  the  Council 
will  not  recede  one  iota  from  the  stand  it  bas 
taken.  The  gentleman  from  "Ward  6  has  ex- 
piessed  my  sentiments  exactly,  and  with  more 
eloquence  than  I  nan  command. 

Mr.  Paiker  of  "Ward  15  moved  to  amend  by  mak- 
ing the  amount  $10,000. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward 4— At  the  last  meeting  I 
suggested  $10,000,  but  after  tbe  action  of  the  Al- 
c' er men  I  am  no  longer  m  favor  of  that  sum.  I 
think  we  ought  to  stand,  at  least  for  the  present, 
for  $15,000,  and  I  hope  the  amendment  will  not 
succeed. 

Mr.  Howe-'  of  Ward  11— I  should  like  to  ask  if  it 
will  include  the  modes  of  celebrating  as  enumer- 
ated in  the  order  from, the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  President — The  amendment  induces  only 
the  amount  and  does  not  refer  to  the  modes. 

Mr.  ParKer— 1  move  to  strike  out  all  relating  to 
thd  modes  in  which  the  money  shall  be  spent. 

The  amendment,  $10,000,  was  lost,  and  the  ques- 
tion was  on  striking  out  the  part  relating  to  the 
manner  of  spending  the  money. 

Mr.  Shaw — I  think  this  is  a  most  extraordinary 
proposition,  and  within  my  recollection  the  City 
Government  have  never  dictated  how  the  money 
shall  be  spent,  but  have  left  it  to  the  discretion  of 
the  committee. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Flyno  of  "Ward  7  moved  to  make  the  amount 
$15,000. 

Mr.  Shaw  moved  to  amend  by  providing  that 
the  committee  shall  consist  of  one  Councilman 
from  each  ward,  with  su,  h  as  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men may  join. 

Mr.  Harmon  of  Ward  6—1  move  to  amend  \»y 
making  the  committhe  consist  of  five  Council- 
men. 

The  Piesident  ruled  the  amendment  out  of 
order,  as  that  was  the  number  provided  in  che 
order,  according  to  the  usual  custom. 

Mr.  Harmon— Then   I    move   that  we  have  six 


Council  men.  I  think  the  committee  decidedly 
too  large ;  it  looks  as  though  the  appropriation 
was  for  the  benefit  of  the  committee  as  much  as 
anything. 

Mr.  Shaw — I  care  not  how  it  looks,  I  go  for  the 
fact.  The  fact  is  that  in  this  republican,  demo- 
cratic city  it  has  always  been  the  custom  to  have 
that  com nittee  made  up  ot  one  member  of  the 
Council  from  each  ward  who  can  represent  his 
ward.  I  don't  desire  to  represent  any  ward,  but  I 
desire  tb^t  one  gentleman  shall  do  so,  as  has  been 
the  custom  for  many  years.  I  go  for  che  great 
democratic  principle  which  gives  to  the  people 
the  cnance  to  enjoy  all  the  benefits  the  Fourth  of 
July  offers.  Theietore  I  have  made  that  motion 
so  thai  citizens  of  every  section  shall  be  provided 
for  on  that  glorious  natiooal  holiday.  It  is  a  cus- 
tom and  practice  which  should  be  honored  in  the 
observance. 

Mr.  Willcuct  of  Ward  17  uoved  to  lay  the  order 
on  the  table  and  that  a  committee  of  conference  be 
appointed.    Lost. 

Mr.  Flvon's  amendment,  $15,000,  and  Mr.  Shaw's 
amendment,  making  a  committee  of  one  from 
each  ward,  etc.,  were  adopted. 

The  Older  as  amended  was  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

On  motion  ot  Mr.  Flynn  the  rule  was  suspended 
and  the  order  jvas  read  a  second  time. 

On  motion  ot  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5,  the  order 
was  i> men  led  by  adding  the  President  of  the 
Council  to  the  committee,  and  was  then  passed  in 
non-concutrence — yeas,46,cays  16— in  tbe  follow- 
ing form : 

Ordered,  That  a  joint  special  committee,  con- 
sisting of  the  President  ana  one  member  of  the 
Common  Council  from  each  "sard,  with  such  as 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  appointed  to 
make  arrangements  for  the  celebration  of  tbe 
Fourth  of  July,  1875,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding 
$15000;  to  be  cnargea  to  the  appropi iation  for 
Incidentals. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Anderson,  Birry.  Brackett,  Bur- 
gess, Cawley,  Clarke,  Collins,  Coyle,  Curds,  Cush- 
man,  Damon,  Devereux,Duggan, Fitzgerald, Fitz- 
patrick,  blynn,  Guild,  Harmon,  Harrigan,  Hicks, 
Hiscock,  Kelley,  Kingsbury,  Kingsley,  Lappen, 
Leighton,  Moley,  Mooney,  Murray,  Newton,  Noyes, 
Osborne,  Power,  Shaw,  Sibley,  Smith,  Stacey, 
Sweetser,  Traiu,  Walbridge,  Walsh.  Whifcomb, 
Whitmore,  Wilbur,  Wilson,  Woods— 46. 

Nays— Messrs.  Burditt,  Crocker,  Cushing,  Day, 
Felt, Howes,  Jaques,  Lormg,  Morrison,  Page,  Par- 
ker, Perkins,  Pierce,  Spiague,  Wadsworth,  Will- 
cutt— 16. 

Sent  up. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  run  the  East  Boston  ferries  free  of  toll 
on  the  Seventeenth  of  June,  and  to  appropriate 
$400  to  credit  of  Ferry  Department,  instead  of 
said  tods.    Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  ana  expenditure  of  $1000  for  repair  of 
fences,  etc.,  on  public  grounds.  Pasped,  in  con- 
currence. 

Oid^r  tor  an  expenditure  of  $5000  for  plants  for 
Public  Garden  and  squares.  Passed,  in  concur- 
rence. 

Order  to  allow  and  pay  to  Phinesis  E.  Gay 
$23,000,  in  full  settlement  of  his  claim  against  the 
city  for  work  under  a  contract  between  the  city 
and  Willard  Manuel  and  Edward  Haynes.  Passed, 
in  concurrence. 

Order  for  a  transfer  of  $33,500  fiom  the  Re- 
served Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  the  Suffolk- 
street  District.  Passed  in  concurrence— yeas  57, 
nays  1. 

6i  ders  for  transfers  from  the  appropriation  for 
widening  Hanover  street,  No.  2,  $22,831.88,  and 
from  Reserved  Fund.  $7168.12,  to  appropriation 
for  Atlantic  avenue,  and  fiom  the  Reserved  Fund 
$10,000  to  be  a  special  appropriation  for  raising 
Police  Station  House  No.  8.  Parsed,  in  concur- 
rence—yeas 57,  nays  1. 

An  ordinance  iu  addition  io  an  ordinance  in  re- 
Is  tion  to  Common  ?.nd  public  grounds.  Passed,  in 
concuirence. 

Notice  of  motion  to  reconsider  vote  whereby  was 
accepted  the  report  inexpedient  to  make  any 
change  of  rates  of  pay  of  laborers  in  Health  De- 
partment. Withdrawn  by  Mr.  Anderson  of 
Ward  3. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— Petition  of  Kelly  & 
Wogan  for  the  privilege  of  er acting  a  billboard 
on  city  land  on  Eliot  street,  between  Columbus 
avenue  and  Pleasant  street.  Referred  to  Joint 
Committee  on  Streets. 
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ORCHARD    PARK. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Waicl  5  submitted  the  folio  wirg: 

The  Committee  on  Common  and  Public  Grounds, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  order  in  relation  to  the 
improvement  of  Orchard  Park,  having  consid- 
ered the  subject,  would  respectfully  request  that 
an  appropriation  of  $2000  be  made  for  grading, 
laying  oui  paths  ana  planting  trees.  As  the  pro- 
posed expendituie  is  for  an  object  not  contem- 
plated when  the  appropriations  for  the  present 
financial  year  were  made,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
provide  the  means  by  transfer  fiom  the  Reserved 
Fund;  and  the  committee  recommend  the  pas-age 
of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  $2000  in  grading  O.charo  Park  and 
in  laving  out  paihs  and  pi  an  king  trees  thereon. 

Order  d  to  a  second  reading. 

Ordered,  that  the  Committee  on  finance  be  re- 
quested to  report  an  order  providing-  an  appropri- 
ation of  $2000  for  the  improvement  of  Orchard 
Park. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

STATUE  OF  GENERAL  WARREN. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Joist  Committee  ou  Common  and  Public 
Grounds,  on  the  petition  of  the  Joseph  Warren 
Monument  Association,  asking  pel  mission  to 
erect  a  bronze  statue  of  General  Joseph  Warren 
on  the  public  grounds  at  the  junction  of  Warren 
and  Rege  t  streets,  and  for  aid  from  the  city  in 
the  preparation  of  tha  pedestal  and  foundations, 
recommending  that  so  much  of  the  request  as  re- 
lates to  the  location  of  the  statue  be  granted, 
and  that  the  following  be  passed : 

Ordered,  That  the  enclosed  parcel  of  land  situat- 
ed on  Wan  en  street,  at  the  junction  of  Regent 
street,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  set  apart  for  the 
purpose  i  f  erecting  thereon  a  bronze  statue  of 
General  Josaph  Warren. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

WATER  FOR  WARDS    17  AND  19. 

Mr.  S^eetser  of  Ward  10  submitted  a  report 
fiom  the  Committee  on  Water  on  che  communica- 
tion of  t'^ft  Cochituate  Water  Board,  covering  a 
proposition  from  the  Brookline  Water  Commis- 
sioners in  regard  to  a  supply  of  water  for  Wards 
17  and  19,  that  it  w  ould  nor,  be  for  the  interest  of 
the  city  to  accepc  this  proposition,  and  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ore  erect,  That  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  be 
requested  to  devise  means  foi  supplying  Wards  17 
and  19  with  water  from  the  Cochituate  Works. 

Read  twice  ana  passed.    Sent  up. 

CONVICT  LABOR. 

Under  the  call  for  memorials,  Mr.  Whitmore  of 
Ward  4  submitted  the  following: 

To  the  Common  Council  of  trie  City  of  Boston— 
I  am  informed  that  the  matter  of  prison  labor  in 
the  South  Boston  House  of  Correction  is  under 
investigation  by  the  City  Council,  and  that  it  will 
be  seated  that  the  legislative  Committee  on  Labor, 
after  a  thorougt  examination  of  the  books,  pa- 
pers, etc.,  as  well  as  of  witnesses,  found  nothing 
which  did  not  mee1  their  approval.  This  infer- 
ence, if  so,  is  erroneous.  The  committee  did  not 
have  the  books  of  the  South  Boston  Hojse  of  Cor- 
rection put  in  as  evidence,  and  did  not  put  any 
witness  untfer  oath;  and  so  far  from  approving 
the  employment  of  a  large  number  of  men  on 
sewing  machines,  it  was  by  all  who  expressed  an 
opinion  thought  to  be  atleastof  questionable  pro- 
priety. It  was  certainly  the  idea  of  several  of  the 
committee,  and  I  at  the  time  t  a  ought  it  was  their 
unanimous  opinion,  that  the  business  of  sewing 
is  m  amount  greatly  less  than  the  seekers  after 
it  outside  of  prison,  and  should  not  be  taken  from 
honest  people  to  be  given  unnecessarily  to  con- 
vict labor.  So  that,  while  we  did  not  see  a  way, 
by  any  change  in  the  law,  by  which  we  could  meet 
the  e^ii,  we  saw  the  evil  plainly  enough;  and  we 
intrusted  a  sub-committee  to  prepare  a  report 
embodying  these  views.  The  one  submitted  was 
the  result  of  this  vote,  but  it  was  by  no  means 
such  a  report  as  at  least  a  part  of  the  committee 
could  adopt,  and  I  took  occasion  to  say  so  in  my 
place  in  tne  Senate.  I  desire  to  correct  any  idea 
that  the  committee  of  the  Legislature  intended 
in  any  way  to  express  itself  as  satisfied  with  the 
system,  it  would  have  been  impossible  in  their 
short  bearings  to  examine  the  case  properly,  and 
certainly  evidence  was  put  in  by  tbe'eity  showing 
that  the  city  institutions  had  done  work  at  prices 
with  which  honest  labor  could  not  compete.  It 
was,  and  is,  my  opinion  that  the  matter  ought  to 


be  examined  into  by  the  City  Government,  and 
that  our  short  investigation  ought  not  to  be  any 
bar  to  such  an  inquiry.  \t  best  our  report  was 
only  to  the  effect  that  we  could  not  remedy  the 
evil,  if  it  existed.  E.  D.  Winslow. 

Placed  on  file. 

Mr.  Whitmore  submitted  the  following,  which, 
on  his  motion,  was  specially  assigned  for  half-past 
eight  o'clock  next  Thursday  evening,  and,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward' 9,  was  ordered  to  be 
printed : 

The  joint  special  committee  appointed  to  con- 
skier  ano  report  w nether  the  present  mode  of  em- 
ploying the  criminals  in  the  city  institutions  has 
the  effect  of  reducing  the  wages  of  work-women 
in  this  cicy  and  its  vicini+y,  or  deprives  them  of 
employment,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 
report:  The  question  submitted  to  the  committee 
for  investigation  was,  "Whether  the  present 
mode  ot  employing  the  criminals  in  the  city 
institutions  has  the  effect  of  reducing  the 
wages  of  workwomen  in  this  city  or  its  vicin- 
ity, or  deprives  tnem  of  employment."  In 
connection  with  the  numerous  petitions  re- 
ferred to  the  committee,  this  evidently  meant 
an  inquiry  whether  the  manufacture  of  clothing 
at  the  House  of  Correction  was  carried  on  in  a 
way  to  deprive  the  work-women  of  employment, 
either  oy  reducing  the  piice  below  a  living  point, 
or  by  monopolizing  the  business.  Evidently  the 
simplest  ard  most  satisiactoiy  57 ay  to  learn  the 
truth  was  in  the  fii st  place  to  ask  what  the  city 
was  doing;  to  learn  the  amount  of  work  done  at 
the  House  of  Correction  and  ihe  prices  paid  there- 
for, i' ith  an  approximate  statement  of  what 
wages  each  person  earned  thereby.  At  its 
firet  meeting  your  committee  instiucted  IVessrs. 
Burrage  and  Whitmcre  to  request  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  Public  Institutions  to  allow  them  to 
see  the  bocks  of  account,  so  that  questions  could 
be  pur  intelligentiv.  The  sub-  committee  accord- 
ingly had  an  interview  with  Mr.  J.  Putnam  Brad- 
lee,  President  of  the  board,  and  examined  the 
books  generally  for  an  hour.  Mr.  Biadiee  sug- 
gested that  ail  questions  could  best  be  put  in 
writing,  and  accordingly  a  list  was  sent  to  him. 
[Appendix  A.]  These  questions,  as  will  be  seen, 
were  put  solely  for  the  purpose  of  learning  three 
things — 

1.  How  much  w  ork  had  been  done. 

2.  How  much  had  been  paid  lor  each  kind  of 
work. 

3.  How  much  did  the  laboi  earn. 

The  sub-committee  also  found  that  tne  books  of 
the  board  weie  apparently  properlv  kept;  but 
that  no  manufacturing  account  was  kept,  and  in 
that  respect  tne  system  seemed  to  be  faulty. 

After  a  considerable  delay,  00  the  27th  of  April, 
a  conference  was  celd  by  your  committee  with 
the  Committee  on  Contracts  of  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors. No  answers  were  offered  to  the  ques- 
tions before  sent  them,  out  an  offer  was  mace  to 
matse  general  replies  to  such  as  could  be  answer- 
ed in  that  way.  Mr.  Br,idlee  stated  that  he 
thought  that  the  City  Council  bad  no  power  to 
uiakfa  any  investigation  into  the  wav  in  which  the 
labor  was  employed  at  the  public  institutions,  the 
matter  being  by  statute  confided  to  the  bo«rd. 
He  did  not,  however,  state  this  in  the  form  of  a 
refusal  to  anwer,  duly  agreed  upon  by  the  board, 
but  as  bis  own  belief.  The  board  had  not  refused 
to  answer,  but,  it  had  not  taken  any  steps  towards 
making  any  reply.  Subsequently,  in  reply  to  a  re- 
quest, ot  the  cnairman  of  the  committee  for  cer- 
tain facts  which  the  board  expected  to  be  able  to 
supply,  the  letter  marked  "B''  was  received. 

Your  commitcee  Hereupon  closed  the  confer- 
ence, desning  to  have  a  legal  opinion  on  the 
point,  ana  not  wishing  to  ask  any  questions  offi- 
cially 01  a  cubrdinate  branch  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment which  it  had  no  right  to  have  answered. 

The  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor  was  therefore 
asked,  and  will  be  found  in  Appendix  C. 

It  will  be  noticed  thac  this  opinion  treats  solely 
of  the  power  of  the  board  to  employ  the  convicts 
as  it  deems  best,  and  ou  such  terms  as  it  deems 
proper.  Other  sections  of  the  same  statute  make 
it  pe  teccly  clear  that  the  Boaid  of  Aldermen,  at 
least  have  power  to  insist  upon  the  most  paiticu- 
lar  account  of  all  money  expended.  In  fact,  bow- 
ever,  as  the  bill,  pass  the  City  Auditor,  there  has 
beeu  no  complaint  about  th«  account  of  expendi- 
tures. In  regard  to  the  price  received  for  the 
labor  of  the  prisoners,  however,  it  is  evident  now 
that  the  Boaid  of  Directors  has  sole  control.  So 
long  as  che  men  are  busy,  the  city,  which  pays  the 
expenses  of  the  House  of  Correction,  has 'not  a 
word  to  say  about  the  kind  of  labor  or  the  price. 
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Whether  the  men  are  let  out  by  contract  at  $1  or 
ten  ceDts  per  diem  is  a  matter  solely  under  the 
control  of  the  board,  though  che  price  may  decide 
whether  the  city  is  to  be  taxpd  balf  a  million,  dol- 
lars for  the  support  of  the  prisoners  or  a  fraction 
of.  that  amour.t.  Without  interfering-  with  the 
general  duties  of  the  board,  it  might  be  well  to 
give  the  City  Council  some  voice  in  the  way  in 
which  the  pi isoners  are  to  be  employed.  If  the 
labor  is  to  be  let  to  contractors  fox  annual  terms, 
the  Citv  Council  might  be  made  the  ultimate 
judge  of  the  contracts;  if  che  board  is  to  estab- 
lish a  factory  to  be  managed  with  ths  capital  fur- 
nished by  the  city,  then  the  City  Council  ought  to 
have  a  voice  in  the  mat<ei,a.id  at  least  be  fur- 
nished with  such  a  knowledge  of  the  business, 
and  such  a  control  of  its  operations,  as  private 
corporations  afford  their  stockholders, 

Your  committee  therefore  recommend  that  an 
application  bu  made  to  th^  next  Legislature  for 
such  a  change  in  the  statute  as  will  enable  the 
City  Council  to  exercise  a  contiol  over  trie  board 
in  tae  matter  of  the  mode  of  employing  the  pris- 
oners, and  such  a  change  al^o  as  will  render  it  ob- 
ligatory on  the  board  to  make  full  and  frequent 
reports  of  its  contracts  and  other  transactions 
concerning  the  employment  of  this  labor. 

One  othei  point  may  also  be  presented  here.  By 
statute  the  Board  of  Aldermen  act  as  inspectors 
of  prisons  a>.d  similar  institutions  in  the  county 
of  Suffolk.  They  have  annually  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  make  the  examinations,  and  the  powers 
given  them  by  statute  are  sufficient.  In  view  of 
the  complaints  made  this  year  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  Visiting  Committee  will  especially  re- 
port upon  the  question  whether  the  Board 
of  Diieetors  has  disregarded  any  of  the 
statutes  or  ordinances  ana  that  the  committee 
will  also  make  a  detailed  repoit  upon  the  system 
of  employiug  the  prisoners  pursued  for  the  last 
two  years  at  the  house  of  Correction.  It  is  en- 
tirely within  the  power  of  such  a  committee  to 
examine  the  books  and  the  officials,  and  to  make 
a  report  which  shall  answer  all  the  questions  pro- 
pounded by  your  committee  to  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors. 

To  sumup  the  results  of  the  case  as  it  now  stands, 
your  committee  finals  that  the  Bo^ri  of  Direct- 
ors had  a  perfect  legal  iigut  to  deny  the  power  of 
the  City  Council  to  control  in  any  way  the  em- 
ployment of  the  prisoners  in  the  crty  institutions, 
or  to  demand  any  information  as  to  the  price  ob- 
tained for  the  l?boi  there.  But  it  is  also  evident 
that  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  as  InsDe^tors,  have 
the  right  to  examine  the  books  and  may,  if  it 
pleases,  pursue  this  investigation. 

The  committee  would  respectfully  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order. 
a.  a.  burrage, 
Hugh  O'Brien, 
William  H.  Whitmore, 
John  N.  Devereux, 
Augustus  Parker. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  Legislature,  at  its  next  session, 
for  a  change  in  the  statutes,  so  that  in  the  county 
of  Suffolk  the  Board  of  Drrectors  of  Public  Insti- 
tutions shali  be  subject  to  the  direction  of  the 
City«Council  in  regard  to  the  mode  of  employing 
the  prisoners  under  it-  charge,  and  so  mat  it  shall 
be  obliged  to  furnish  full  and  frequent  reports  of 
the  manner  and  results  of  such  employment. 

SEW  OFFAL  SHED,  WARD  15. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16  offered  the  following, 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Buddings: 

Ordered,  That  tne  Committee  on  Puolrc  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  erect  a  shed  for  the  depos- 
itory of  house  offal  on  the  city  lot,  Highland 
street,  Ward  15,  as  per  request  of  the  Health  De- 
partment, at  an  estimated  cost  of  $6000;  the  ex- 
pense to  be  charged  to  the  appropriations  already 
provided  for  a  new  offal  shed,  Highland  street. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  asked  for  some  reason  for 
spending  $6000  for  such  a  shed. 

Mr.  Burditt  said  the  order  was  in  the  regular 
cpurse  of  bu?iness  intrusted  to  the  committee, 
and  is  in  accordance  with  the  regular  appropria- 
tion voted  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Health,  who  are  conversant  with 
the  necessities  of  the  case. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  said  the  building  is  nec- 
essary as  a  receptacle  for  the  offal  in  the  Highland 
District,  and  the  City  Architect,  who  prepared  the 
plans,  thinks  it  will  cost  $2500. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  he  desired  to  know  the 
necessity  of  appropriating  $6000  for  a  shed 
that  will  cost  only  $2500.  He  hoped  some  one  con 


nected  with  the  Health  Departures  would  ex- 
plain, else  hs  should  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Perkins  said  the  Superintendent  of  Health 
thins?  it  necessary  to  have  a  new  building  to  re- 
ceive the  swill,  as  the  present  structure  is  entirely 
inadequate  for  the  purpose.  The  shed  would  cost 
only  $2500,  and  he  did  not  knowwbv  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Buildings  named  $6000. 

Mi-  Shaw  said  tfut  is  the  way  the  city's  money 
goes,  and  it  is  no  wonder  the  taxpayers  groan.  He 
had  had  occasion  to  crrticise  the  Board  of  Health 
before,  and  should  do  so  ;>gain.  He  moved  to  lay 
the  order  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Burditt  explained  that  if  any  mo  a  ey  was 
left  it  would  go  into  the  sinking  funds.  Six 
thousand  dollars  had  been  appropriated,  the  wo*k 
would  be  let  oat  to  the  lowesc  bidder,  and  there  is 
no  danger  of  the  city  paying  more  than  the' work 
is  worth. 

Mr.  Willcut  ot  Ward  17  said  he  understood  that 
the  present  building  is  not  a  proper  one;  the 
Committee  on  Health  consider  this  expedient,  as 
it  is  for  the  maintenance  of  the  public  health;  it 
must  be  constructed  in  a  peculiar  manner  and  the 
City  Architect  trunks  the  cost  will  be  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  $6000. 

Mr.  Shav  said  he  did  n't  propose  to  be  inquisi- 
tive, but  he  didn't  blame  the  taxpayers  for  com- 
plaining. The  gentleman  from  the  Green  Garden 
District  has  made  a  statement,  but  neither  he  nor 
one  of  the  Committee  on  Health  had  given  a  rea- 
son why  $6000  should  be  appropriated  for  a  build- 
ing that  will  cost  only  $2500.  He  hoped  the  tax- 
payers would  read  what  he  said  on  this  question. 
Any  one  could  build  a  good  dwelling  for  $6000,  in 
one  of  the  most  respectable  neighborhoods  in 
Boston  and  have  money  left.  If  this  is  shown  to 
be  right,  he  would  be  the  first  to  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Perkins  reminded  Mr.  Shaw  that  he  had 
already  once  voted  for  the  appropriation. 

Mr.  Shaw  cared  not  lor  that.  He  had  voted  for 
an  appropriation  for  water,  but  when  the  details 
came  be  opposed  it. 

The  President  reminded  Mr.  Shaw  that  he  was 
out  of  order,  having  spoken  twice  on  the  motion 
to  table. 

Mr.  Shaw— No  gentleman  has  objected. 

The  President— It  isn't  necessary  for  any  gen- 
tleman to  object. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost — 20  for, 
28  agarnst. 

Mr.  Shaw  moved  to  make  the  sum  $3000. 

Mr.  Burdicc  had  no  objection  to  $3000  if  he 
could  be  guaranteed  that  the  bids  would  be  less 
than  that. 

Mr.  Wil*onsaid  it  required  a  peculiar  kind  of 
building,  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of 
the  Board  ot  Health,  and  be  hari  every  confidence 
in  the  City  Architect.  All  kne  w  that  a  very  ordi  - 
nary  dwelling  would  cost  more  than  $6000. 

Mr.  Cawley  of  Ward  2  inquired  which  statement 
was  correct,  that  of  Mr.  Perkins  or  that  of  Mr. 
Willcutt. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20  said  the  architect  was  be- 
fore the  committee  this  afternoon  and  said  the 
shed  would  cost  about  $2500. 

Mr.  Willcutt  said  he  had  believed  his  informa- 
tion was  from  a  reliaole  source,  though  he  might 
have  been  mistaken. 

Mr.  Shaw  alluded  to  the  disparity  of  statements, 
and  said  he,  too,  was  in  a  great  dilemma.  He  be- 
lieved in  protecting  the  city's  health,  but  could 
not  see  the  necessity  of  appropriating  $6000  for  a 
building  that  would  cost  only  $2500.  He  did  not 
blame  the  taxpayers  for  complaining  of  the  ex- 
penditures. The  architect  does  not  advocate 
$6000.  His  vorce  was  not  loud,  but  it  would 
reachthe  people.  This  is  n't  the  first  proposition 
of  the  kind  from  tue  Board  of  Health.  He  be- 
lieved that  for  twenty-five  per  cent,  less  expendi- 
ture that  department  could  he  run,  and  with  bet- 
ter sanitary  conditions  than  now. 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6  said  thii  appeared  to  be  a 
question  of  offal  expenditure,  and  he  hoped  some 
gentlemen  would  shed  light  upon  it  and  let  them 
know  where  it  is  situated. 

The  President  said  it  was  on  Highland  street. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  9  explained  that  plans  had 
been  prepared  under  the  direction  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Health,  and  the  Committee  on  Public  Budd- 
ings are  to  do  the  work;  if  any  money  is  left  it 
will  not  be  squandered,  but  turned  into  the  sink- 
ing fund.  The  work  will  be  open  to  every  me- 
chanic rn  Boston  to  bid  on. 

Mr.  Burditt  said  if  they  cut  down  the  amount, 
and  the  bids  proved  to  be  greater  than  that,  the 
committee  would  have  to  come  back  for  more 
money. 
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Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6  said  the  order  was  simply 
a  request  for  authority  to  spend  so  much  of  the 
money  as  is  necessary,  which  the  architect  thinks 
will  be  aoout  $2500.'  It  is  difficult  to  estimate  on 
the  expense  beforehand,  and  he  believed  in  giving 
discretion  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  Wilson  hoped  the  matter  would  be  laid  over 
till  the  bids  were  opened  ;  he  was  willing  to  vote 
money  enough  for  the  building,  but  no  more  than 
is  necessary.  Mr.  Burditt  said  it  was  not  usual 
to  advertise  for  bids  till  the  order  ispassed,  though 
they  had  clone  so,  He  thought  it  would  be  safe  to 
leave  the  matter  to  the  commitree. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13  hoped  ths  matter  would 
go  on  in  the  regular  order  of  business. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  the  appropriations  are  made  at 
the  beginning  of  tbe  year,  and  every  committee  is 
required  to  ask  leave  to  spend  any  amount,  as  do 
the  Committee  on  Common.  He  adheied  to  the 
opinion  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  appropri- 
ating $6000  for  a  building  that  would  cose  only 
$2500. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  the  main 
question  was  ordered. 

Mr.  Shaw  withdrew  the  amendment,  and  the 
order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading— 35  foi ,  7 
against. 

THE  CITY  ARCHITECT. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  be 
requested  10  report  an  ordinance  which  snail  re- 
quite all  boards  and  committees  to  employ  the 
City  Architect  whenever  it  becomes  necess&ry  to 
employ  such  assistance  in  the  several  depart- 
ments. 

Mr.  Page— The  reason  1  inttoduce  the  order  is, 
that  while  we  have  an  able  and  efficient  Architect, 
there  are  several  boards  connected  with  the  City 
Government  who,  when  they  wish  an  architect  to 
draw  plans, have  gone  elsewhere  to  have  the  work 
done.  The  result  is,  quite  a  large  amount  of  work 
is  being  done  now  by  other  architects  for  the  city. 
As  the  Citv  Architect,  in  my  judgment,  is  perfect- 
ly compete  at  and  willing  to  perform  the  duty,  I 
think  it  much  better  that  an  ordinance  should  be 
drawn  requiring  all  departments  to  employ  him 
when  they  need  an  architect. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

MYSTIC  WATER  BOARD. 

Mr..Howes  of  Ward  11  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Water  be  requested  to  inquire  into  tht  expedien- 
cy of  electing  new  members  of  tbe  Mystic  Water 
Board,  and  adopting  such  further  regulations  for 
its  government  as  may  be  deemed  necessary. 

Mr.  Howes— In  tbe  act  for  the  annexation  of 
Cbarlestown,  it  was  provided  tb  it  the  two  boards 
should  be  joined,  but  quite  a  time  has  elapsed  al- 
ready, and  there  seems  to  be  no  disposition  to 
unite  them.  Tbe  members  of  the  Mystic  Water 
Board  are  in  an  unpleasant  position,  the  time  of 
some  having  expiied,  though  the  act  provides  that 
they  shall  hold  over  until  their  successors  are  cho 
pen'.  I  think  the  members  of  that  board  desire 
some  ordinance  passed  which  shall  put  them  in  a 
right  position  before  the  public. 

The  order  wis  read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

CONTRACTS    FOR    SUDBURY    COXDUIT. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  offered  the  following: 

Otdered,  That  when  contracts  for  work  on  the 
Sudbury  River  conduit  are  awarded,  the  Cocbit- 
uate  Water  Board  be  and  they  are  hereby  in- 
structed to  require  the  sureties  on  the  bond;)  for 
the  lulfilment  thereof  to  be  residents  of  this 
Commonwealth. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6 — It  seems  to  me  that  this 
is  an  order  of  doubtful  expediency.  I  suppose 
there  may  De  a  great  many  contractors  from  other 
States,  and  perhaps  they  could  do  the  work  cheap- 
erthan  the  contractors  m  this  neighborhood  could. 
Whether  it  is  desirable,  in  this  great  work,  to  lim- 
it our  choice  o£  contractors  to  those  who  live  in 
Massachusetts,  seems  tome  to  ba  verv  doubtful, 
for  of  course  that  is  more  or  less  the  effect  of  that 
older;  aud  I  should  question  whether  it  is  desira- 
ble to  pass  it.  It  the  contractors  come  from  New 
York,  of  course  the  Water  Board  should  sef  that 
they  give  good  sui  eties.  But  the  purpose  of  the 
order  is  to  limit  the  contractors  to  Massachusetts 
men,  and  I  doubt  whether  that  is  expedient. 

Mr.  Flynn— That  is  not  the  purpose  of  the  order. 
It  is  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor  that  we 
should  have  Massachusetts  men  upon  the  bonds 
of  these  contractors,  no  matter  where  they  come 
from.  I  have  no  objection  to  referring  the  mat- 
ter to  tbe  Committee  on  Water  if  it  is  desired. 


Mr.  Crocker— I  move  that  it  be  referred  to  tbe 
Committee  on  Water.  I  should  suppose  that  the 
Water  Board  in  their  discretion  would,  see  that 
there  were  satisfactory  sureties. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9—1  hope  the  order  will 
not  be  referred,  but  that  it  will  be  indefinitely 
postponed,  unless  it  has  emanated  from  the  Water 
Board.  It  seems  to  me  that  they  now  have  the 
authoiity  to  judge  of  the  character  of  the 
bonds.  It  might  be  that  bidders  could 
offer  much  better  security  in  other  States 
than  if  they  were  confined  to  Massa- 
chusetts. It  is  not  an  uncommon  thing  to  require 
that  one  of  tbe  bondsmen  shall  be  a  resident  of 
this  State,  but  it  is  quite  unusual  to  require  all  of 
them  to  be.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  would  not  be 
for  the  interest  of  the  city  to  restrict  the  board 
to  Massachusetts  sureties, "because  for  example, 
a  New  Yorl'er  who  underbid  might  not  be  able  to 
give  Massachusetts  security,  and  in  that  case  he 
would  be  shut  out  and  the  ciiy  have  to  take  a 
contract,  possibly  at  a  much  higher_price,  from 
one  who  could  give  such  security. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5— In  regard  to  the  bids, 
tbey  have  been  received  from  different  parties 
from  out  of  the  State ;  tbe  bonds  arc  to  come  up 
to  be  settled,  and  there  is  some  little  difference  of 
opinion  in  regard  to  them,  certain  members  of 
the  board — myself  and  my  friend  here  on  the 
other  side  [Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  who  was  ab- 
sent] differing.  The  difference  in  the  price  of  the 
work  and  the  amount  of  the  bonds  we  require 
are  about  the  same;  that  is  to  say,  the  lowest 
amount  bid  is  about  the  same  amount  lower  than 
the  next  lowest  bidder,  to  offset  the  bonds;  so 
that  if  the  bonds  tie  is  to  give  are  not 
good  for  anything,  we  should  have  to  take  the  risk 
of  the  next  man  by  about  the  same  amount  in- 
creased. For  instance,  if  the  first  man's  bid  is 
$100,000,  we  require  him  to  give  bonds  for  $50,000; 
if  the  next  lowest  bidder  is  $150,000,  and  if  he  is  a 
Massachusetts  man  and  we  require  him  to  give 
$50,000  bonds,  and  award  him  the  contract  for 
$150,000,  the  board  thought  it  a  haidship.  They 
have  looked  into  the  bonds  with  a  great  deal  of 
thoroughness  and  don't  propose  to  take  any 
that  are  not  good.  The  City  Solicitor  says 
the  New  York  bonds  are  not  so  good 
as  State  bonds,  and  in  some  cases  it  would  be  al- 
most impossible  to  realize  on  them.  One  man 
says  if  he  had  known  that  he  would  be  required 
to  give  Massachusetts  bonds,  he  wruld  have  bid 
differently.  It  his  bond  is  cot  found  to  be  good 
his  bid  will  have  to  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Crocker— It  seems  to  me  from  what  the  gen- 
tleman says  this  matter  had  better  be  left  to  the 
Water  Board  to  take  sureties  out  of  the  State, 
and  not  to  lay  down  an  iron  rule  requiring  all  the 
sureties  from  Massachusetts.  However,  it  might 
be  well  to  have  the  matter  investigated. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— It  seems  to  me  that  this  is 
a  move  in  the  proper  direction.  Suppose  the  con- 
tractor fails,  the  city  of  Boston  has"  got  to  go  to 
New  York  to  commence  suit.  Bring  them  under 
Massachusetts  law  by  having  Massachusetts 
bonds.  Every  lawyer  knows  that  statement  to  be 
true,  that  if  a  contractor  fails  and  his  bondsmen 
live  in  New  York  you  have  got  to  sue  them 
in  the  courts  there,  and  you  cannot  sue  them 
in  the  State  of  Massachusetts.  I  am  glad 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  has  intro- 
duced it.  I  nev.r  thought  of  it  before. 
It  is  our  duty  as  trustees  and  custodians 
of  a  great  corporation,  to  make  such  restrictions. 
Do  we  want  to  go  to  New  York  or  Connecticut  to 
commence  suit?  Look  at  the  defalcations  that 
occur.  Look  at  the  solicitor  of  high  stand- 
ing who  has  ruu  away  with  half  a  million  dollars 
in  trust  funds.  Can  you  obtarn  proper  redress 
when  a  man's  bondsmen  are  from  Connecticut  or 
Ohio?  Where  would  be  our  protection?  My 
friend  says  it  does  n't  come  from  the  Water 
Board.  Does  n't  it  come  from  the  Water  Board? 
and  does  n't  a  member  of  that  board  advocate  the 
measure?  It  is  a  step  in  the  right  di- 
rection, and  I  believe  the  people  of  Boston  who 
pay  the  taxes  will  support  it. 

Mr.  Jaques — I  hope  the  order  willuot  be  passed 
by  any  attempt  to  mislead  the  Council.  If  the 
Water  Board  desire  such  action  they  can  ask  for 
it.  The  gentleman  speaks  of  the  difficulty  of  hav- 
ing recourse  against  citizens  of  other  States. 
The  question  is  not  wher«  a  men  re- 
sides, but  what  security  he  gives.  I  grant 
that  it  woulo  be  better,  other  things  being  equal, 
to  have  all  the  bondsmen  residents  of  Massachu- 
setts. Gentlemen  speak  of  "puttiog  themselves 
upon  record,"  as  the  phrase  is,  ana  "looking  out 
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for  the  taxpayers."  I  think  we  should  try  to  se- 
cure, in  a  case  of  this  kind,  where  so  large  an 
amount  or-  money  is  to  be  expended,  that  it  should 
toe  done  toythetoest  men  at  the  lowest  price.  If  citi- 
zens of  New  York,  who  are  responsible  and  can  give 
good  security  for  the  performance  of  the  con- 
tract, offer  to  do  the  work  for  the  lowest  price, 
it  is  a  matter  of  economy  for  the  city,  and  a  mat- 
ter of  duty  on  the  part  of  the  water  board,  to  ac- 
cept such  bids  and  not  thi  ow  them  out  by  such 
technicalities  as  are  raised  by  the  introduction  of 
tnis  order. 

Mr.  Cawley  of  Ward.  2—1  don't  believe  it  is  safe 
to  pass  that  order  in  its  present  condition,  and 
that  it  is  best  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on 
Water.  There  is  a  difference  of  opi  nion  among 
the  members  of  the  Water  Board.  To  pass  thi3 
order  shuts  out  all  chance  of  givina:  the  contract 
to  the  man  happening  to  put  in  the  lowest  bid, 
even  though  he  may  furnish  excellent  securities 
out  of  the  State,  and  if  he  does  that  I  don't  see 
why  we  should  n't  accept  it.  While  if  we  did  not, 
a  man  here  might  get  it  for  more,  which  would 
not  be  fair  for  the  taxpayers. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Water.    Sent  up. 

ORDEK    TO    PAY. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  bill  of  L.  Foster  Morse, 
amounting  to  $250.84,  be  allowed  for  payment  by 
the  Auditor  of  Accounts,  tbe  same  having  been 
approved  in  the  usual  manner;  the  amount  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Primary  School- 
house,  Roxbury  street. 

Read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  and 
and  passed.    Sent  up. 

THE  NEW  CHARTER. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4  offered  the  following: 

1.  Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Council 
the  term  of  office  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
members  of  the  Common  Council  should  be  two 
years. 

2.  Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  that  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  should  continue  to  exercise 
the  powers  granted  to  them  by  sections  33  and  41 
of  the  present  charter;  but  that  the  corporate 
powers  of   the  city  should  toe  exercised   in  the 


manner  prescribed  by  section  35  of  the  charter, 
with  the  exceptions  hereinafter  named. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  offices  of  City  Auditor, 
Citv  Collector  and  City  Registrar  should  be  estato- 
lisbed  by  the  charter,  as  also  the  fifteen  boards 
and  departments  named  in  section  96  of  the  pro- 
posed charter ;  but  that  the  charter  should  only 
declare  the  number  of  members  of  each  board  or 
department,  de6ne  their  modes  of  election,  terms 
and  salaries,  and  the  general  scope  of  their  du- 
ties, leaving  the  details  to  be  provided  by  ordi- 
nance. 

4.  Resolved,  That  joint  standing  committees  to 
consist  of  three  Aldermen  and  five  members  of  the 
Council,  should  be  appointed  every  second  year, 
one  for  each  of  the  above-named  eighteen  depart- 
ments and  one  for  the  Treasurer's  department; 
that  every  such  committee  ought  to  investigate 
into  all  complaints  concerning  its  department, 
when  referred  to  ic  by  either  branch  of  the  City 
Council,  and  that  upon  its  report  the  City  Council 
should  have  the  power  to  direct  by  concurrent 
vote  the  action  of  such  board  or  department  in 
the  matter. 

5.  Resolved,  That  subject  to  the  above  right  of 
appeal  to  the  City  Council,  the  corporate  powers 
or  the  city  in  such  matters  as  have  been  delegated 
to  department*  ought  to  be  exercised  through 
such  departments. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  it  would  be  readily  under- 
stood that  this  is  an  attempt  to  substitute  some 
other  plan  in  place  of  the  charter,  as  amended 
and  passed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  He  simply 
desired  to  have  it  printed  for  future  considera- 
tion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Willcntt  of  Ward  17,  the  reso- 
lutions were  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6,  they  were  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Anderioo  of  Ward  3  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  vote  by  whicn  was  accepted  the  report 
of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petrtion  for  a  bath 
house  at  Cragie's  Bridge,  saying  the  parties  had 
had  no  opportunity  to  be  heard,  and  he  should 
move  to  have  the  report  recommitted. 

Tha  question  being  taken,  24  voted  for,  0 
against,  and  there  appearing  not  to  be  a  quorum 
present  the  President  declared  the  Council 
adjourned. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MAY    31,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clark,  chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Special  Police  Officers— Theodore  P.  Erb,  724 
Washington  street;  C.  M.  Huggras,  John  A.  An- 
drew Hall;  John  Haggeity,  Haggerty  Hall,  Dor- 
chester; William  A.  Morse,  Farm  School;  S.  G. 
DeClois,  Concord  street  and  its  vicinity ;  William 
H.  Cowdin,  bathhouse,  Caoot  street;  Joseph  L. 
Watson,  Health  Department. 

Agents  of  the  City  to  Take  the  Decennial  Cen- 
sus—J.  Milner  Allen,  Frederick  Small,  Benjamin 
H.  Charnpney,  Christopher  K.  Politter,  Elbridge 
W.  Sooitfi,  John  W.  Davis. 

Public  Weigher — James  Buckuer. 

Weigher  of  Coal — John  Kelly. 

HEARINGS  ON  ORDERS  OF  NOTICE. 

Sewers.  No  one  appeared  to  object  to  the  pro- 
posed sewer  in  HowarQ  and  Gerard  streets,  Rox- 
bury,  and  the  matter  was  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Sewers. 

Middlesex  Railroad.  On  the  petition  of  Middle- 
sex Railroad  Company  for  an  extension  of 
location  in  Chatlesto'wn,  Mr.  Powers,  presi- 
dent of  the  road,  explained  that  it  was  a 
turnout  at  Craft's  Cornre,  to  connect  the  in- 
waid  and  outward  tracks,  and  was  applied  for 
more  to  accommodate  the  people  on  the  Sev- 
enteenth of  June  than  anything  else.  On  that 
day  cars  from  out  the  city  will  stop  at  Craft's  Cor- 
ner, while  those  in  ttie  city  will  run  between  City 
square  and  Boston  proper.  A  permanent  location 
is  asked  for  on  account  of  its  convenience  in  case 
of  fiie  or  any  unusual  detention. 

The  petition  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Paving. 

Boston  &  Northwestern  Railroad.  On  the  peti- 
tion of  tbe  Boston  &  Northwestern  Railroad 
Company  for  approval  of  location  of  a  route  in 
this  city  with  a  terminus  at  South  Boston,  Ed- 
ward Atkinson  appeared  for  the  company,  and 
called  on  Mr.  Keith,  the  engineer  of  tbe  roaa, 
who  explained  the  proposed  route  to  the  members 
of  tbe  Board  during  a  rtcess  of  ten  minutes.which 
was  taken,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  for  that 
purpose:  after  which  Mr.  Atkinson  said  that  ac- 
tion tending  toward  the  construction  of  the  road 
would  depend  on  the  appointment  of  three  State 
agents  to  deal  with  the  South  Boston  flats,  with- 
out a  railwav  terminus  at  which  the  road  to  Wes- 
ton would  be  of  no  use.  He  explained  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  road,  tbe  payment  of  the  ten  per  cent, 
subscription  which  is  now  goiog  on.  The  corpor- 
ation intends  to  make  connections  with  seven  of 
the  roads  entering  Boston;  they  act  in  the  inter- 
est of  no  one  corporation,  oelteviog  the  opportu- 
nity the  greatest  ever  offered  to  concentrate  rail- 
way tiaffic  at  deen  water.  They  had  not  asked 
the  State  to  tax  the  people,  but  to  use  a  part  of  its 
land  for  the  road  as  a  stockholder  for  the  benefit 
of  tbe  remainder.  Tbe  question  will  be  fairly  put 
to  the  citizens  and  corporations  of  Boston,  Will  it 
pay  to  concentrate  their  traffic  ou  the  sea  front 
where  merchandise  can  be  handled  without  truck- 
age? If  it  would  not  pay  the  merchants  and  rail- 
roads it  would  pay  no  one  else,  and  it  would  not 
be  done.  They  were  simply  oesiring  to  put  them- 
selves in  a  position  to  treatwith  the  State.  Mr.  At- 
kinson stated  what  would  be  the  connections  of  tbe 
Northwestern  Railroad,  which  is  net  expected  to 
have  any  equipment  of  its  own,but  its  tracks  will  be 
used  by  other  roads.  To  Alderman  Power  he  said 
the  engineer  had  been  instructed  to  obtain  the 
best  route  proposed,  which  this  was  believed  t  > 
be.  Tbe  plan  originally  proposed  was  to  skirt 
Dorchester  Bay  and  reach  South  Boston  by  a  tun- 
nel through  the  hill,  the  expense  of  which  they 
did  not  dare  to  embark  upon.  If  the  development 
occurs  that  is  expected,  there  is  no  doubt  addi- 
tional legislation  can  be  piocured  to  allow  the 
tunnel  route.  He  believed  that  in  tbe  future  both 
routes  would  be  needed;  but  at  prssent  thev  pre- 
ferred to  take  the  less  expensive  route. 

Michael  F.  Lynch  desired  the  Board  not  to  de- 
cide the  question  until  public  sentiment  was  as- 
certained on  the  subject,  for  the  public  was  of 
more  importance  than  cliques.  He  alnu,  ed  to  the 
Boston,  Hartford1*  Erie  discussions,  claimed  that 


the  tunnel  route  was  the  better  one  for  this  road, 
and  charged  that  the  location  asked  for  is  in  pri- 
vate interests. 

C.  P.  Clark,  manager  of  the  New  York  &  New 
England  rlailroad  appeared  to  protest  against  any 
location  which  would  appropriate  any  part  of  that 
road. 

The  petition  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  PaviDg. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  R.  M.  Pulsifer  & 
Co.,  for  lamps  in  North  Harvard  street,  Ward  19. 

Ellis  &  York,  that  the  city  use  their  patent  burn- 
er of  gas  lamps. 

Josiah  Dunbam  et  al.,  that  Second  street  be 
lighted  between  L  and  O  streets. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets.  Willi  am  H. 
Ryan,  for  tbe  position  of  Superintendent  of  East- 
ern-avenue Bndgs. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  William  B. 
Chaplin,  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries  caused 
by  a  defect  in  Beacon  street,  Brighton. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  Owen  McMen- 
niman,  for  leave  to  grind  cutlery  in  the  public 
streets. 

Samuel  D.  Crafts,  for  leave  to  kill  birds  lor 
scientific  purposss. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Samuel  B.  Pierce 
et  al.,  remonstrance  against  proposed  construc- 
tion of  severs  at  Upham's  Corner. 

E.  L.  Jordan  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Berkeley 
street,  between  Lawreace  and  Appleton  streets. 

Charles  Brewer  et  al.,  that  the  sewer  or  natural 
water  course  fiom  Pond  street  to  Stony  Brook  be 
cleared  fiom  obstructions. 

M.  F.  Lynch,  remonstrance  against  proposed 
sewer  in  Pleasant  street,  Ward  16. 

H.  N.  Claik  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Columbia  street, 
Ward  16. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of 
the  Board.  John  Maguiie,  for  leave  to  remove  a 
a  till  in  front  of  estate  of  John  Maguiie,  638  Main 
street,  Charlestown. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  Oriental  Tea  Com- 
pany, for  leave  to  project  their  advertising  sign 
at  85  and  89  Court  street,  if  similar  privileges  are 
allowed  to  others. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  David  Nevins  to  oe  paid  for  land  dam- 
ages, etc.,  on  Cambridge  and  Washington  streets, 
Waid  19. 

Old  Colony  Railroad  Company,  to  be  paid  for 
land  taken  to  lay  out  Division  street.  Ward  7. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  John  Ryan,  for  leave  to  erect  a  brick 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Tudor  stt eet,  near  E  street. 

James  Jackson,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  stable  for  four  horses  on  South  street, 
near  Washington,  Ward  17. 

James  Nugent,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old 
wooden  stable  for  one  horse  on  Second  street,  No. 
679. 

Leonard  H.Howe,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  stable  for  two  horses  on  Dix  street,  near 
Adams  street,  Ward  16. 

F.  R.  Cunmis  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old 
wooden  stable  for  twenty-two  horses  ou  new 
street  from  Cambridge  street,  Ward  22. 

F.  A.  Barry,  for  Jesve  to  occupy  an  old  wooden 
stable  for  ten  horses  on  Dudley  street,  opposite 
511,  Ward  14. 

Charles  O.  Hansen,  for  leavs  to  occupy  new 
wooden  stable  for  one  horse  on  Wordsworth  street, 
Ward  1. 

Joseph  R.  Kendall,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old 
wooden  stable  for  eight  horses  on  Canal  street, 
Ward  20. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Aaron  Spence, 
that  the  city  defrav  a  portion  of  the  cou  of  his 
sidewalk  at  the  corner  of  Dorchester  and  Eighth 
streets 

M.  J.  &  W.  Glynn,  for  sidewalks  on  Gates 
street. 

D.  A.  Dunbar  et  al.,  that  Waltham  street  be  re- 
paved. 

Mary  O'Biien,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Bennington  street. 

Isaac  H.  Meserve,  for  edgestones  and  brick 
sidewalk  at  27  Marcella  street. 

John  E.  Bowker,  for  brick  sidewalk  at  26  War- 
wick street. 

S.  &  D.  Richards,  for  leave  to  move  a  wooden 
buillmg  ftom  Somerville  boundary  line  to  Sew- 
alt's  court,  and  to  move  a  wooden  building  from 
rear  of  47  and  49  Miller  street  to  Canal  street. 

Francis  Parkman  et  al.,  that  Prince  sti eet,  Ward 
17,  from  Perkins  street  to  Pond  street,  be  sprin- 
kled by  tbe  city. 
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Amos  A.  Lawrence,  for  brick  sidewalk,  57  Com- 
monwealth avenue. 

C.  H.  Barnes  et  al.,  that  Weld  avenue,  Eglescon 
square,  be  grsded,  etc. 

Morton  &  Chesley  et  al.,  tor  leave  to  close  Ware- 
ham  street  at  night  while  building  operations  are 
m  progress. 

Thomas  J.  Tobey,  for  edgestoues  and  brick 
sidewalk,  65  Windsor  street 

William  H.Wallace,  for  edgestones,  47  and  49 
Hammond  street. 

A.  W.  Hunt  et  al.,  for  edgestones  on  Columbia 
street,  Ward  16. 

Wilbam  Lloyd  Garrison  et  al.,  that  Highland 
street,  from  Eliot  square  to  Hawthorne  street,  be 
watered  by  the  city. 

Ivory  Harmon  et  al.,  that  the  city  pay  a  part  of 
the  expense  of  watering  Moreland  street,  Rox- 
bury,  from  Blue  Hill  avenue  to  Warren  stieet. 

G.  C.  Judson  et  al.,  chat  the  city  would  contrib- 
ute towards  the  expense  of  sprinkling  Roxbury 
street. 

Charles  E.  Rice,  that  the  city  defray  a  portion 
of  the  expense  of  sprinkling  the  streets  in  Ward 
19. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pay  John  "Wall  $2400,  for  land  damages 
on  Bowdoin  street,  Wavd  16.    Passed. 

Oidt-r  to  pay  William  H.  Qnigley  $594,  for  land 
in  passageway  on  Beach  street  taken  from  "Own- 
ers unknown."    Passed. 

PAPERS    FROM  THE    COMMON    COUNCIL    FOR  CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Peation  of  Kelly  &  Wogan  referred. 

Order  to  pay  L.  Foster  Morse  for  cervices  to 
euy  ($250.84).    Passed. 

An  order  requiring  the  sureties  ois  bonds  of  con- 
tractors for  Sudbury  River  conduitto  be  residents 
of  this  Commonwealth,  came  up  leferred  to  tbe 
Coma  lttee  on  Water.    Concurred. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Water  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  electing  new  members  for  Mystic 
Wa  <  er  Boa  rd.    Passed . 

Ordtr  for  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  report  an 
ordinance  requiring  committees  and  boards  to 
employ  the  services  of  the  City  Architect  when 
such  service;'  are  needed.  Amended,  on  motion  of 
Alderman  Prescott,  by  striking  out  the  word,  "re- 
port" and  inserting  the  worns  "consider  the  expe- 
diency of  reporting,"  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

Report  and  order  to  set  apart  the  lot  at  comer 
of  Warren  and  Regent  streets  as  site  for  the  War- 
ren Statue.    Order  passed. 

O  der  foi  Committee  on4Finance  to  provide  an 
appropriation  of  $2000  for  improvement  of  Orchard 
park.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  Phineas  E.  Gay  $23,000  in  full  set- 
tlement of  contract  with  Manuel  and  Haynes  for 
improvement  on  the  Suffolk-street  District;  and 
also  an  order  tor  transfer  of  $33,500from  Reserved 
Fuudtothe  appropriation  for  Suffolk-street  Dis- 
trict. Severally  laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of 
Alderman  Worthington,  who  thought  that  mem- 
bers needed  more  time  to  look  into  tbe  subject. 

The  order  for  Committee  on  Fire  Department  to 
report  on  expediency  of  locating  a  steam  fire  en- 
gine and  horse  hose  carriage  at  some  point  be- 
tween the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad  Depot  and 
the  custom  house,  came  up  amended  by  insert- 
ing "and  other  pieces  of  fire  apparatus."  Con- 
curred. 

FOURTH  OF  JULY. 

The  order  for  tbe  appointment  of  a  Joint 
Special  Committee  on  Observance  of  the  Ninety- 
ninth  Anniversary  of  American  Independence— 
the  expense  of  the  celebration  not  to  exceed 
$5500 — came  up  with  amendments  to  strike  out  all 
the  details  or  said  observance;  to  increase  the 
Committee  on  part  of  the  Common  Council  to 
"the  President  and  one  member  from  each  Ward," 
and  to  increase  the  appropriation  to  $15,000. 

Alderman  Worttr'ngton — I  hope  th»  Aldermen 
will  concur  with  the  Council  in  striking  out  the 
■words  relating  to  how  the  money  shall  be  spent, 
and  adhere  to  tbe  vote  appropriating  $5500.  I 
tbink  it  would  be  proper  for  the  committee  to  say 
what  shall  be  done  with  the  money,  whereas  this 
order  does  not  leave  it  to  their  option.  It  is  usual 
to  leave  it  to  the  committee  to  say  what  in  their 
opinion  would  b«st  conduce  to  the  amusement 
and  gratification  of  tbe  people  on  the  Fourth  of 
July :  therefore  I  hone  we  shall  concur  in  the 
amendment  leaving  the  mode  of  spending  the 
money  optional  with  the  committee,  and  then  I 
hope  we  shall  adhere  to  our  vote  appropriating 
$5500.  l 


Alderman  O'Brien — When  this  subject  came  up 
at  the  last  meeting  of  this  Board  I  felt  that  $5500 
was  altogether  too  small  an  approprratton  for  the 
celebration  of  the  Fourth  of  July;  but  as  not  a 
single  old  member  of  this  Board  stood  up  and  ob- 
jected to  it,  I  did  not  feel  like  doing  so,  as  I  have 
had  but  little  experience  in  such  celebiations.  I 
think  now  that  $10,000  is  certainly  as  small  a  sum 
as  we  should  appropriate  for  such  an  occasion, 
and  that  is  n't  more  than  one-oalf  the  amount 
that  has  been  usually  appropriated  for 
the  Fourth  of  July  for  a  long  series  of  years. 
Because  we  have  to  celebrate  our  centennial 
anniversary,  I  don't  think  it  is  a  reasonable  excuse 
for  cutting  down  the  appropriation  for  the  Fourth 
ot  July  to  so  low  a  figure.  We  are  compelled  to 
celebrate  that  Centennial.  Boston  has  a  reputa- 
tion for  hospitality  which  must  be  sustained,  and 
we  can't  put  a  limit  on  the  amount  to  be  expend- 
ed in  fbe  centennial  celebration.  The  mayors 
of  the  first  cities  in  tbe  country  are  to 
visit  us  ou  that  occasion,  and  we  want  to 
eutetain  them  as  they  should  oe  treated  when 
they  vint  us  officially,  and  as  we  wo  aid  like  to  have 
our  Mavor  entertained  if  s  ailed  upon  to  visit 
other  cities  on  such  an  occasion.  It  is  because 
we  h?ive  to  sustain  oar  reputation  tor  hospitality 
that  we  are  compelled  to  spe^id  money  on  our  cen- 
tennial anni versa:. v,  and  I  hope  the  cj:nmittee 
having  that  celebration  in  charge  has  not  put  a 
limit  to  their  expenditures  tor  that  o  casion.  But 
the  Fourth  of  July  is  Tor  the  entertainment  of  our 
own  citizens,  our  own  people,  and  I  think  we  ought 
to  spsnd  at  least  $10,000  I  move  to  substitute 
that  sum  for  the  $15,000  named  in  the  order  under 
consideration. 

The  question  was  put  on  each  amend  meet  sep- 
arately. The  Board  non-concurred  in  the  amend- 
ment for  the  enlargement  of  the  co m mil  tee,  and 
concurred  in  the  one  striking  out  the  words  re- 
lating to  the  details  of  the  ceb  bration.  The 
question  then  came  on  the  motion  of  Alderman 
OJBrien  to  make  the  sum  $10,000. 

Alderman  Power — When  this  matter  of  cele- 
brating the  Centennial  came  up  you  well  euiem- 
ber  that  I  opposed  the  appropriatioo  of  so  much 
money  fox  that  purpos'e,  because  it  was  stated 
tnen  that  there  would  be  no  money  needed  for 
the  Fourth  of  July,  or  that  at  least  five  or  oix 
thousand  dollars  would  suffice.  I  stated  then 
that  I  did  not  think  that  any  decent  sort  of  a  cele- 
bration could  be  had,  or  that  the  people  would  be 
content  with  such  a  CPlebratioo  as  $5000  would 
give;  and  I  think  the  same  now.  I  voted  to  ad- 
here to  $5500  when  $15,000  was  named,  but  now  I 
should  be  willing  to  sustain  the  motion  of  the 
Alderman  from  Ward  14  for  $10,000.  Unless  this 
Board  is  disposed  to  dispense  entirely  with  the 
celebration  it  is  useless  to  vote  for  $5500,  for  I  am 
fully  convinced  that  the  Common  Council  will 
never  concur  in  that  amount.  The  question  is, 
Will  you  have  any  Fourth-of-July  celebration  at 
all?  The  matter  has  so  far  advanced  that  if  the 
order  goes  back  and  forth,  there  will  be  no  money 
appropriated.  It  is  a  question  of  celebration  or  no 
celebration.  For  that  reason  I  shall  vote  for  the 
sum  of  $10,000,  for  I  think  we  should  have  a  cele- 
bration which  should  be  respectable  and  furnish 
some  amusement  for  the  people,  which  I  don't 
think  we  can  have  with  $5500. 

Alderman  Burrage— I  am  perfecrly  willing  to 
vote  for  the  sum  named  by  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  14,  provided  tbe  number  of  tte  committee 
fixed  by  the  Board  is  retained,  so  that  the  people, 
and  not  merely  a  committee  of  this  Government, 
may  have  the  beuefit  of  the  appropriation. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  am  opposed  to  in- 
creasing the  ainou  3 1  above  $5500.  I  believe  we 
should  look  aDout  a  little  and  see  where  we  are 
going  to  get  tbe  money  that  we  are  to  spend  on 
the  Seventeenth  of  June  and  the  Fourth  of  July- 
It  is  well  known  to  every  member  of  this  Board 
that  for  twenty  years  there  has  not  been  a  harder 
time  than  this  for  rai-ing  money  bj  taxation  or 
any  other  way;  and  yet  we  are  asked  to  spend 
$10,000  within  t»»o  weeks  after  we  shall  have  had 
one  of  rhe  most  magnificent  celebrations  ever  seen 
in  this  country.  It  is  time  for  us  to  stop  and  think 
where  we  are  to  get  the  money  from.  I 
fcave  given  a  good  deal  of  anxious  thought 
to  the  subject,  and  have  tried  to  hnd 
out  the  wrshes  of  the  people,  and  I 
have  yet  to  find  the  first  man  who  is  in  f»vor  of 
spending  over  $5000,  when  that  is  ample  for  ring- 
ing bells,  firing  cannon,  and  providing  amuse- 
ments for  the  children  whom  we  are  to  educate  to 
a  proper  appreciation  of  the  independence  of  this 
country.    We  old  fellows  do  not  need  anything  of 
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this  kind ;  we  appreciate  more  and  more  every 
day  the  tact  that  we  are  pare  and  parcel  of  this 
f rep  country.  With  $5500  we  can  fire  cannon,  ring 
the  bells  and  furnish  amusements  for  the  children, 
which  is  all  tor  their  education,  and  is  all  tnat 
is  required.  Therefore,  I  hope  we  shall  adhere  to 
the  $5500,  and  not  increase  the  committee,  believ- 
ing that  we  shall  meet  the  wishes  of  nine-tenths 
of  the  voters  and  taxpayers  of  Bo-ton. 

The  motion  to  make  the  Bum  $10,000  was  lost- 
yeas  5,  nays  7. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Burrage,  Hariis,  O'Brien, 
Power,  Prescott— 5. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Pope,  Quincy, 
Stebbins  Viles,  Worthington-^7. 

The  Board  then  refused  to  concur  in  the  amend- 
ment making  the  amount  $15,000  -yeas  0,  nays  12. 

Sent  down. 

WATER    SUPPLY     FOE    WARDS     SEVENTEEN     AND 

NINETEEN. 

A  report  and  order  came  up  for  Cochituate 
Watei  Board  to  devise  means  for  supply  ot  water 
to  Wards  17  and  19. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  move  to  lay  that 
order  u  uo n  the  table.  The  citizens  of  Brooklme 
are  to  hold  a  town  meeting  the  present  week  to 
look  into  the  subject  and  see  if  they  cannot  sup- 
ply these  wards  with  water,  and  I  chink  we  should 
lay  the  order  upon  the  table  to  let  them  see  if  they 
can  qo  so.  It  certainly  can  do  no  harm.  I  am  in 
favor  of  the  order  as  it  is  now;  but  if  a  new  com- 
mittee is  appointed  in  Brookline  and  the  subject 
reconsidered,  an  arrangement  may  yet  be  made 
by  which  the  citizens  of  West  Roxbury  and 
Brighton  can  be  supplied  with  water  sooner  than 
thev  can  from  Farm  Pond. 

Aldermen  Stebbins— I  hope  the  order  will  not 
lie  upon  the  table,  and  for  this  reason :  The  citi- 
zens of  West  Roxbury  can  be  supplied  with  water 
much  sooner  from  our  own  resources  taan  if  an 
arrangement  is  made  with  tne  town  of  Brookline. 
The  pipes  are  already  laid  in  West  Roxbury  to 
connect  with  the  high-service  works,  and  in  fact 
no  outside  source  of  supply  is  needed  for  West 
Roxbury  at  all,  for  the  City  Engineer  states  that 
he  can  supply  that  ward  from  the  high  service 
without  the  aid  of  Brookline ;  while  for  Brighton 
a  low-service  pipe  i«  row  being  laid  which  the 
Engineer  thinks  will  supply  most  of  that  ward,  to 
the  satisfacnou  ot  thepeople,  Irom  the  Cochituate 
service  alone.  This  order  is  introduced  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  city,  that  eight  or  ten  thousand  dollars 
ayear  may  be  saved  to  our  own  treasury.  The  terms 
offered  by  the  town  of  Brookline  were  not  satis- 
factory iii  any  sense.  First,  they  demanded  two 
cents  per  hundred  gallons,  which  was  an  enormous 
profit ;  their  next  offer  was  85  per  cent,  ot  re- 
ceipts. Thev  might  as  well  have  asked  for  the 
whole  amount,  as  the  ciry  of  Boston  is  obliged  to 
furnish  all  the  pipes  and  do  all  the  work.  The 
Committee  on  Water  were  unanimous  that  it  we  s 
for  the  interest  of  the  city  to  make  no  arrange- 
ment with  the  town  of  Brooklins.  I  hope  the 
order  will  be  passed,  that  the  engineer's  orders  n>- . 
regard  to  the  pipes  may  be  given  tonight,  for  if  an 
arrangement  is  made  with  Brookline  one  size  of 
pipe  will  be  needed,  and  another  size  if  the  city 
furnishes  the  water. 

Alderman  Worthington— The  Alderman  has 
stated  the  ease  precisely  as  it  was  stated  by  resi- 
dents of  Brookline.  They  w«re  ashamed  of  the 
couise  pursued  by  their  water  commissioners; 
they  want  to  bring  it  before  the  people  and  offer 
reasonable  terms  to  the  city.  1  am  delighted 
with  the  statements  made  by  the  gentleman  trom 
Ward  8,  that  we  have  an  abundant  supply  of 
water  foi  West  Roxbury  and  Brighton.  Last  year 
he  was  continually  telling  us  that  we  had  not 
enough  water  and  '  that  possibly  we  should  have 
a  water  panic  in  thirtv  days,  and  we  passed 
the  order  to  take  Sudbury  River  at  an  ex- 
pense of  six  millions,  more  or  i  ess— and 
many  think  more ;  and  all  becar  se  the  Alder- 
man* from  Ward  8  insisted  that  there  was  danger 
of  a  water  famine.  New  he  tells  us  there  is  an 
ample  supply  of  water  for  West  Roxbury  and 
Brighton,  a  territory  larger  than  the  whole  city 
proper.  lam  astonished  at  what  he  says.  I  be- 
lieve we  are  as  much  in  danger  of  a  water  panic 
now  as  we  ever  were,  and  I  believe  we  will  oe 
until  we  get  Farm  Pond  and  Sudbury  River  water 
into  the  city  to  supply  West  Roxbury  and  Bright- 
on. I  do  not  believe  in  endangering  the  highsc 
portions  of  West  Roxbury,  and  I  believe  if  we 
onlv  wait  one  week  we  can  get  reasonable  terms 
from  Brookline ;  if  not  1  will  agree  to  pass  this 
order.    Citizens  of   Brookline  say  the  terms  pro- 


posed are  outrageous  and  they  have  asked  to  have 
it  reconsidered  m  towD  meeting;  I  believe  we 
should  give  them  that  opportuuiry. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  should  think  from  the 
tone  of  the  remarks  of  the  Alderman  who  has 
just  taken  his  seat  that  he  was  a  paid  agent  of 
the  town  of  Brookline,  for  certainly  his  whole 
argument  is  that  we  should  wait  and  pay  that 
town  eight  or  ten  thousand  dollars  a  year.  We 
do  cot  want  their  water  now,  becau-e  we  can  get 
aloug  without  it.  Last  year  this  water  was  asked 
for,  when  it  was  supposed  that  the  order  to  take 
Sudbury  River  would  not  be  passeo  by  the  City 
Council,  and  it  was  for  the  special  convenience 
of  West  Roxbury  and  Brighton.  But  the  order  to 
take  Sudbury  Rivet  was  passed,  and  it  is  flowing 
into  Lake  Cochituate;  and  with  the  additional 
syphon  ;)ipe  over  Charles  River  our  supply  is 
greatly  lacreased,  aud  we  do  not  aeed  the  water 
from  Brookline,  for  which  the  Alderman  seems 
so  very  anxious  to  pay.  I  hope  the  order  will  not 
be  lam  on  the  table. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  am  not  the  paid 
agent  of  the  town  of  Brookline,  but  an  Alderman 
of  Boston,  elected  to  legislate  for  an  ample  sup- 
ply of  water  for  the  citizens  of  Boston  in  case  of  a 
panic.  What  are  we  to  think  of  the  remarks  of 
the  gentleman  last  year  and  those  of  todav? 
Last  year  he  said  we  were  in  great  danger  of  a 
water  panic,  the  conduit  might  break  at  any  mo- 
ment and  we  should  be  out  of  water.  And  yet  we 
had  as  large  a  supply  then  as  we  have  today. 
The  remarks  he  has  just  made  would  have  ap- 
plied with  equal  force  last  year.  Before  the  first 
of  last  Ociob'er  he  said  we  were  in  danger  of  being 
out  of  water,  and  we  all  voted  for  the  order  to 
take  Sudbury  River;  and  yet  now,  on  the  last  day 
of  May,  the  e  is  no  more  water  than  there  was 
then.  An  Alderman  whom  we  all  respect  [Alder- 
man Cutter]  sat  in  bis  place  in  that  corner  and 
said  that  if  we  had  not  a  good  supply  of  water  we 
would  pass  that  order,  that  nature  seemed  to  op- 
pose it  by  giving  us  a  good  supply,  and  that  if  a 
drouth  should  come  we  would  pass  the  order.  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  8  now  says  we  have  an  am- 
ple supply  of  water  and  can  furnish  all  West  Rox- 
bury and  Brighton  without  any  trouble.  Why, 
then,  do  we  buy  water  for  East  Boston? 

Alderman  Stebbins— We  do  not ;  we  supply  it 
from  the  Cochituate  service  and  nave  an  abun- 
dance of  it. 

Alderman  Worthington— East  Boston  is  not  sup- 
plied from  the  Mystic? 

Alderman  Stebbins — The  contract  closed  virtu- 
ally a  month  ago. 

Alderman  Worthington — Will  the  gentleman 
state  that  East  Boston  is  not  supplied  from  the 
Mystic  works? 

Alderman  Stebbins— East  Boston  is  supplied 
from  the  Cochituate  service;  the  Mystic  was  shut 
off  a  month  ago. 

Alderman  Wortnington — The  people  have  all 
the  time  su  eposes  it  was  the  Mystic. 

Alderman  Stebbins— What  I  have  stated  is  a 
fact. 

Aide  man  Worthington— It  gratifie  •  me  to  learn 
that  we  have  an  ample  supply  of  water;  that  we 
do  not  need  the  Mystic  for  East  Boston,  aud  we 
have  enough  to  supply  the  city  proper  and  the 
outlying  wards  without  any  additional  conduits 
being  built.  There  is  a  cat  in  the  meal  somewhere. 
I  should  think  that  somebody  was  a  paid  member 
of  this  Board  and  not  an  agent  of  the  town  of 
Brookline.  I  hope  this  order  will  be  laid  on  the 
table  in  order  to  give  the  people  of  Brookline  an 
opportunity  to  offer  us  water  at  a  reasonable  price, 
and  that  we  may  not  have  any  danger  of  a  scarc- 
ity of  water  until  we  get  the  conduit  to  Farm 
Pond  built,  and  I  bus  secure  an  ample  supply  for 
fifty  years,  which  has  been  so  often  promised  us 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  8. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost— 2  for 
9  agaiusc. 

Alderman  Burrage— Has  the  matter  of  sewerage 
for  sanitary  purposes  been  considered  in  connec- 
tion with  the  introduction  of  water  into  those 
wards?  and  how  long  is  it  going  to  be  after  the 
water  is  introduced  into  this  district  before  the 
sewers  will  be  ready?  It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  a 
question  whether  it  is  safe  to  introduce  water  a 
long  time  before  adequate  drainage  has  been  sup- 
plied. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  Committee  on  Sewers, 
1  presume,  are  doing  their  work  well  and  faithful- 
ly. I  believe  there  are  lines  of  sewerage  in  West 
Roxbury  and  Brighton,  and  I  think  they  will  be 
ready  when  needed.  The  Engineer  thinks  there 
will 'not  be  a  great   aemand  for  the  Cochituate 
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water  either  in  West  Roxbury  or  Brighton  for 
some  two  or  three  -weeks;  new  pipes  are  put  l a 
gradually;  people  having  wells  do  not  like  to  put 
new  plumbing  through  their  houses.  The  -water 
is  needed  there  more  for  fire  purposes  than  any- 
thin,?  else,  ana  the  introduction  of  water  into 
Dwelling  houses  will  be  very  slow,  probably  not  to 
a  very  great  exte  nt  for  a  year  or  two ;  meantime  I 
think  the  Committee  on  Sewers  will  see  to  it  that 
the  territory  is  prepared  to  leeeive  all  the  sewage 
that  the  introduction  of  the  water  will  cause. 
The  order  was  passed  i  u  concurrence. 

DIRECTOR  FOR  PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS. 

A  certificate  came  down  of  the  election  of  Ben- 
jamin Dean  as  a  Director  for  Public  Institutions, 
in  place  of  Sylvanus  A.  Denio,  elected  by  this 
Board. 

Alderman  Worthington  moved  that  the  matter 
lie  upon  the  table,  thinking  the  members  desiied 
time  to  look  into  it  to  see  what  is  for  the  best  ad- 
vantage of  the  city. 

Alderman  Power— It  must  be  apparent  to  this 
Board  that  it  is  hardly  fair  for  the  Aldeimao  to 
make  that  motion  now  for  the  second  time.  On 
his  motion,  some  weeks  ago,  this  matter  was  laid 
on  the  table,  and  after  some  time  it  was  again 
taken  up.  Aldermen  are  just  as  well  prepaied 
low  to  act  upon  this  matter  in  one  way  or  another 
as  they  will  be  at  any  day.  I  have  nothiDgtosay 
as  to  the  course  they  should  pursue.  There  is  vir- 
tually a  vacancy  in  the  Board  of  Directors,  and 
the  gentleman  who  fills  tbe  position  will  not  take 
any  part  in  the  doings  of  that  board— I  quote  from 
his  own  language— until  this  matter  is  settled  and 
he  is  fairly  and  honorably  elected  bv  this  govern- 
ment; so  that  tbere  is  to  all  intents  and  purposes  a 
vacancy  in  that  board.  I  have  nothing  to  say  in  ad- 
vocacy of  the  claims  of  any  gentleman.  Both  the 
candidates  befoie  us  are  gentlemen  of  high  stand- 
ing. It  is  not  oecessaiy  for  any  member  of 
this  Board  to  make  a  record  for  Mr.  Denio ;  his 
character  is  irreproachable,  and  he  does  not  need 
any  indorsement;  and  the  same  may  be  said  of 
his  ccmpeiitor.  Both  gentlemen  have  served  on 
the  Board,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  in  the  existing 
state  of  affairs  the  Board  should  proceed  to  elect 
whoever  it  sees  tit.  It  has  been  laid  on  the  table 
once,  and  I  hardly  think  it  fair  to  make  that  mo- 
tion again. 

Alderman  Worthington— It  is  true  that  this 
mattei  was  laid  upon  ihe  table  for  the  Aldermen 
to  look  about,  but  before  they  had  made  up  their 
minds  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  moved  to 
take  it  from  the  table,  and  the  Aldermen  adhered 
to  the  ballot  taken  several  times  before.  Now  it 
comes  back  again  wilh  a  disagreement,  and  I 
think  we  should  take  t'me  to  see  if  we  canDOt  hit 
upon  some  gentleman  who  will  meet  the  wishes  of 
the  Council. 

Aldirman  Power— I  do  n't  think  that  is  a  fair 
reason.  It  would  seem,  to  use  an  expression  that 
is  very  common,  that  it  is  "anything  to  beat 
Grant."  Gentlemen  know  what  that  means.  As 
I  said  befoie,  Mr.  Denio  needs  oo  indorsement  by 
this  Board ;  neither  does  Mr.  Dern,  for  he  has 
made  a  record  in  this  community  that  no  gentle- 
man need  be  ashamed  of.  If  this  is  a  simple  ac- 
knowledgment that  Mr.  Denio  cannot  be  elected, 
k  is  intended  to  elect  somebody  else  in  preference 
to  Mr.  Dean.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  not  a 
proper  way  to  deal  with  this  matter.  If  it  is  the 
sense  of  this  Board  that  they  should  elect 
Mr.  Dean,  I  think  th?y  ought  to  have  a 
chance  to  vote  as  tbey  de'ire ;  if  they  have  a  de- 
sire to  elect  Mr.  Denio,  I  have  nothing  to  say.  The 
city  will  be  well  and  faithfully  served  it  we  get 
either ;  in  either  case  the  city  win  be  fortunate. 
No  one  regrets  more  than  I  "do  the  position  in 
which  Mr.  Denio  stands,  and  I  am  very  sorry  it  is 
so.  In  the  beginning  I  advocated  the  reelection 
of  the  old  Board  of  D. rectors,  and  as  a  personal 
friend  of  Mr.  Dean  I  told  him  I  could  not  in  jus- 
tice oppose  any  gentleman  then  upon  the  board: 
that  I'ley  all  had  done  their  duty  faithfully,  and 
consequently  I  could  not  bring  him  in  here  and 
advocate  his  election ;  and  he  said  I  was  taking 
the  proper  ground.  His  vame  would  not  have 
been  brought  here  except  for  circumstances  be- 
yond hia  control.  He  did  his  duty  while  in  the 
board,  and  all  I  ask  is  that  he  may  receive  proper 
treatment.  I  certainly  would  not  be  a  party  to 
anj  m»ans  to  defeat  Mr.  Denio  either.  I  had 
nothing  to  do  with  bringing  about  tbe  present 
state  ot  affairs;  and  I  hope  tbe  Board  will  treat 
both  candidates  with  the  deference  due  to  gentle- 
men. 


Alderman  Power  called  for  the  jeas  and  nays, 
and  the  subject  was  laid  on  the  table— yeas  8, 
nays  4. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Burrage,  Harris, 
Pope,  Pre-cott,  Stebbin*,  Viles,  Worthington— 8. 

Navs— Aldermen  Clarlr,  O'Brien,  Power,  Qumcy 
-4.  " 

COMMUNICATIONS  FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Resignation.  The  following  was  received ,  read 
and  sent  down : 

Cochituate  Water  Board  Offi«e,  ) 
May  31, 1875.     | 

To  the  City  Council:  Gentlemen— I  hereby  re- 
sign my  position  as  a  member  of  the  Cochituate 
Water 'Boaid.  I  find  it  utterly  impossible  for  me 
to  devote  thp  time  required  to  discharge  the  du- 
ties of  the  office  with  any  satisfaction  to  myself ; 
nor  do  I  see  how  any  person  havingbusiness  of  bis 
own  can  properly  attend  to  the  duties  dur- 
ing the  construction  of  the  new  works.  It 
is  evident  to  me  that  the  city  re- 
quires some  person  clothed  with  authority 
to  be  in  attendance  at  this  office  during  all  the 
business  hours  of  the  day , and  ic  seems  to  me  that 
this  is  too  much  to  ask  of  any  one  gratuitously. 
As  the  board  is  at  present  constitute!,  I  can  see 
no  wav  to  conduct  the  business  properly  without 
a  daily  session,  with  some  member  to  remain  in 
the  office  the  greater  part  of  the  time.  As  ques- 
tions during  construction  are  daily  arising  that 
require  immediate  attention,  I  am  forced  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  will  be  very  difficult  to  obtain 
gentlemen  who  possess  the  ability  and  who  can 
spare  the  time  to  attend  to  the  duties  that  will  de- 
volve upon  them  without  compensation  during 
the  construction  of  the  new  works. 

Thomas  Gogin. 

Commissioners  of  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery.  An- 
nual report.    Laid  on  table  and  ordered  printed. 

During  the  year  41  lots,  averaging  233  feet,  have 
been  sold;  number  of  interments  in  lots,  73;  num- 
ber m  single  graves,  161;  deposited  in  receiving- 
tomb,  28 ;  total  number  of  bodies  received  during 
the  year,  262;  number  ot  sic gle  graves  sold,  155; 
linear  feet  of  avenues  filled  and  graded,  455;  lin- 
ear feet  of  paths  filled  and  graded,  259.  The  re- 
ceipts were  $14,882.91;  expenditures,  $14,372.40; 
balance  on  hand,  $510.51. 

FINANCE. 

The  Chairman  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Police,  re- 
questing that  a  iportion  of  fhe  appropriation  for 
the  Police  Department  may  be  used  tor  the  pur- 
pose of  defraying  the  expenses  of  pursuing  and 
arresting  criminals,  would  report  the  accompany- 
ing order,  granting  the  request.  Your  committee 
would  also  report  the  annual  order  authorizing 
the  Treasurer  to  borrow  money  in  anticipation  of 
the  taxes  payable  this  year: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $5000  of  the  aDDropri- 
ation  for  the  Police  Depaitment  for  salaries  be 
set  apart  to  meet  the  expenses  incurred  by  said 
department  in  puisuing  and  arresting   criminals. 

Oidered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  and  he  is  heieby 
authorized  to  borro  n,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Committer  on  Finance,  a  sum  not  exceeding  two 
million  dollars,  m  anticipation  of  the  taxe»  paya- 
ble this  year,  a<  d  that  all  moneys  obtained  under 
authority  of  this  order  shall  be  made  payable  on 
or  before  the  30th  day  of  Apnl,  1876. 

Severally  lead  once* 

street-sweeping  machines. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

Tbe  Committee  on  Health,  to  whom  was  recom- 
mitted the  order  for  the  purchase  of  eight  street- 
sweeping  machines,  have  attended  to  th^  duty  as- 
signed them,  and  have  recommended  tne  pur- 
chase of  eight  machines  at  a  cost  of  $375  each. 

Upon  consultation  with  other  parties  I  have 
deemed  it  expedient  to  submit  the  accompanying 
order : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Health  be  and 
they  ate  hereby  authorized  to  purchase  of  Henry 
N.  Stooe  eight  street-sweeping  machines  at  a  cost 
not  exceeding  $350  foi  each  of  said  machines,  and 
the  expense  theieof  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Healto. 

Alderman  Worthington  stated  that  it  would  be 
desirable  to  have  the  machines  in  ase  at  the  earli- 
est moment,  by  the  Seventeenth  of  June  if  possi- 
ble, and  he  believed  they  could  secure  them  at 
$350  if  the  order  v/as  passed  at  once. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed.  Sent 
down. 
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LAND    DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Streeis  ou  tbepait  of  the  Board : 

Ordeis  to  pay  for  laud  o  amazes — Rebecca  Lynch, 
widening  Beach  street,  $12,000:  Benjamin  W. 
Thayer,  assignee  of  Arnold  W.Taylor,  for  land 
taken,  etc.,  in  widening  Stoughton  stieet  m  name 
of  said  Taylor,  $276.50,  and  an  order  rescinding  an 
order  of  Nov.  4,  1873,  to  pay  Samuel  Tompson 
$230  for  said  land  and  oamages;  Ann  Varrel, 
widening  Soawoiut  avenue,  $437.25;  Jolin  Miller, 
forwiaeuing  Bowdoin  street,  $16,006.  Seveially 
read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  tbat  Michael  Geraghty  has  been  paid  for 
his  land  taken  in  widening  Lincoln  street,  Ward 
19,  and  that  so  much  of  his  petition  as  relatts  to 
grade  damages  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Paving.    Accepted  and  reference  oidered. 

Reports  recommencing  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  of  Israel  Huckins  and  L.  G.  Bat  melee,  to 
be  paid  aoditioual  compensation  for  land  tafcenin 
widening  Shawmut  avenue.    Severally  accepted. 

Ordered,  Tnat  the  Mayor  be  and  he  is  hereby  in- 
structed to  quit  claim  and  lelease  to  Elazer  E. 
Bradshaw  his  estate  on  Mam  street,  in  that  part 
of  Boston  formeily  Chailestown,  sold  for  nou- 
paymenr  of  betteiuient  assessment  taz,  when  said 
Bradshaw  shall  have  paid  the  amount  agreed 
upon  bv  the  Commitiee  on  Laying  Out  aDd  Wi- 
dening Streets  by  the  City  Government  of  the  city 
ot  Charlestown  of  1873,  which  is  33ys  per  ceor,.  of 
the  assessment  of  $666,  or  $222. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

SEWEBS. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following-  from 
the  Committee  oa  Se«vers: 

Order  of  notice  of  hearing  on  Tuesday,  Jane  8, 
at  4  P.  M.,  on  expediency  of  constructing  a  sewer 
in  Bragdon  street,  in  Shawmut  avenue  between 
Townsend  and  School  streets,  in  Codman  park,  in 
Cobden  street,  in  Westminster  avenue,  in  Walnut 
park,  in  Eglestoo  square,  ia  Weld  avenue  and  in 
Notre  Dame  street.    Passed. 

Orders  for  the  construction  of  sewers,  as  fol- 
lows: in  Meridian  street,  between  White  and 
Eagle  streets;  in  Ash  but  ton  place,  at  westerly  end; 
in  Savin,  Tupelo  and  Quiocy  streets;  in  Warren 
street,  between  Quincy  and  Ciawtord  streets;  m 
Highland  street,  betweea  Marcella  street  ana  Fort 
avenue.    Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  $195.31  be  abated  from  Isaac 
Fenno  for  a  sewer  ia  Walnut  avenue,  and  the 
same  amount  be  assessed  upon  Ralph  Haskins's 
heirs;  also,  that  $102.06  be  abated  from  Henry 
Pearson  for  a  sewer  in  Highland  stieet,  and  the 
sameamount.be  assessed  upon  John  P.  Barker; 
also,  that  $124.98  be  abated  f i  om  A.  A.  Ranney  for 
a  sewer  in  Marcella  street  and  $120.87  toe  assessed 
to  J.  R.  Richards ;  also,  that  $24.48  be  abated  from 
T.  L.  Kauffer  for  a  sewer  in  Sterling  street, 
and  the  same  amount  be  assessed  upon 
Josiah  Gooding;  also,  that  $48.94  be  abated 
from  True  W.  Townsend  for  a  sewer  in  Sterling 
street  and  $24.47  be  assessed  upon  Law- 
rence J.  Riley  and  $24.47  to  Benjamin  Dickerman ; 
also,  that  $88.68  be  abated  trom  the  assessment  on 
James  Baker,  for  a  sewer  m  Bird  street;  also  that 
$95.11  be  abated  from  the  assessment  ou  Bridget 
Greene  for  a  sewer  in  Regent  street;  also  that 
$32.37  be  abated  from  the  assessment  on  Cath- 
arine O'Brien  for  a  sewer  in  Regent  street;  also 
that  there  be  abated  $32.62  tiom  Henry  Baldwin, 
$32.63  from  E.  D.  Winslow,  and  $32.63  from 
Hiram  Curtis  for  a  sewer  in  "Westminster 
street,  and  that  the  same  amounts  be  assessed  to 
Barnstable  Savings  Bank ;  also,  that  $66.97  be 
abated  from  A.  T.  Stearns  for  a  sewer  in  Ericsson 
street  m  consideration  of  i he  right  of  way;  also, 
that  $40.13  be  abated  from  J .  C.  Frame  for  a 
sewer  in  Paris  street  and  the  same  amount  be 
assessed  to  Charles  Akholm ;  also,  that  $27.35  be 
abated  from  Ann  S.  Gilbert  for  a  sewer  in  Brook 
avenue,  and  the  same  amount  be  assessed  to  said 
Ann  S.  Gilbert  for  a  sewer  in  Myrtle  street. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

SEVENTEENTH  OF  JONE. 

Alderman  Harris  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  Tbat  permission  be  granted  to  C.  "W. 
Roeth  to  open  Warren  avenue,  near  the  northerly 
end  of  Warren  Budge,  and  Charles  River  avenue, 
near  the  northerly  end  of  Charles  River  Bridge,  in 
Charlestown,  and  erect  posts  therein  for  the  pur- 
pose of  sustaining  an  ornamental  arch  over  said 
avenue  on  the  Seventeenth  of  June  next. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following  from 


the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  Centennial 
Celebration: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $5000  be  added  to  the 
appropriation  for  the  celebration  of  the  Centen- 
nial ^nniversaiy  of  the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill ; 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Incidentals. 

Alderman  Harris  moved  that  the  order  take  its 
second  reading. 

Alderman  Power — I  would  like  some  little  in- 
formation as  to  what  that  $5000  is  for.  If  1  re- 
member rightly,  it  was  a  unai-imous  vote  at  the 
last  meet:ng  of  the  committee  that  no  sub-com- 
mittee should  exceed  its  appropriation. 

Alderman  Harris — The  gentleman  is  in  just  the 
same  condition  as  myself,  for  I  was  so  engaged  on 
other  city  matters— which  is  all  I  can  urge  in  ex- 
tenuauon — this  morning  that  i  was  unable  to  at- 
tend the  meeting  of  the  committee.  I  introduce 
the  order  from  the  fact  that  it  was  voted  on  by 
the  committee.  I  understand  tbat  this  additional 
appropriation  is  caused  by  $1000  more  being  re- 
quired by  the  Sub-Committee  on  Music,  of  which 
the  Alderma  i  from  Ward  12  is  chairman;  for  pro- 
viding armories  for  the  military,  $1000;  for  mar- 
shalling the  procession,  $1500';  for  printing  and 
advertising,  $500,  and  for  incidentals  $1000,  mak- 
ing a  total  of  $5000.  The  matter,  I  believe,  was 
fullv  discussed  in  committee  this  morning,  and 
this  «  as  determined  upon  as  being  the  amount  re- 
quired. 

Alderman  Power — I  was  also  engaged  today  on 
other  city  business  at  the  time  the  meeting  of  the 
committee  was  called,  but  from  information  ob- 
tained up  to  that  time  I  had  not  heard  that  any 
addiiional  appropriation  was  wanted  for  music. 
I  have  fceen  absent  during  the  week,  but  the  sub- 
committee has  had  only  one  meeting,  ano  they 
voted  10  hire  one  band,  and  I  do  n't  know  of  any- 
thing else.  However,  I  suppose  this  order  will 
have  to  be  passed.  It  only  seems  a  little  singular 
to  me  how  easily  an  order  for  $5000  for  this  purpose 
is  let  slip  through  here,  and  the  Board  tef  uses 
to  provide  an  adequate  sum  for  tae  celebration  of 
the  anniversary  of  our  national  independence. 
They  have  now  come  in  for  $5000  more,  and  as 
we  have  got  our  foot  into  it,  so  to  speak,  we  have 
no  control  over  the  amount  of  money  to  be  spent 
on  the  Seventeenth  of  June,  It  has  gone  out  of 
our  hands;  it  is  managed  by  people  outside  of  tnis 
Government  and  w©  have  to  vote  the  sums  of 
money  that  they  a'k  for.  I  understand  tbat  this 
request  comes  from  the  people  outside  of  this  Gov- 
ernment who  are  managing  the  procession,  etc. 
We  h^ve  no  control  over  it,  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  it  is  a  farce  to  call  the  committee 
together  and  take  the  action  that  we  do.  I 
thought  that  every  gentleman  on  that  committee 
was  serious  and  meant  just  what  he  said,  when 
we  passed  the  vote  that  no  sub-committee  should 
exceed  the  appropriation  apportioned  to  them  at 
that  time.  It  you  pass  this  order,  you  don't  know 
how  much  this  celebration  is  going  to  cost.  It  is 
but  the  beginning  of  a  deviation  that  knows  no 
ending,  and  I  say  this  Board  ought  to  stop — re- 
fuse this  appropriation  and  keep  the  expendi- 
tures within  the  original  estimates.  If  we  are 
to  allow  pai  ties  outside  of  this  Government  to 
have  all  the  money  they  say  thtfy  must  have,  no 
member  of  this  Board  can  tell  what  this  affair  is 
going  to  cost.  The  duty  of  this  Board  is  clearly  to 
refuse  to  pass  this  order  for  an  extia  appropria- 
tion, and  keep  everybody  within  the  sums  orig- 
inally given  them,  and  make  them  adhere  to  the 
vote  passed  by  the  committee,  for  there  is  no  rea- 
son why  they  should  not  do  so.  There  is  no 
knowing  what  you  will  be  asked  to  furnish.  The 
next  thing  we  will  have  to  furuish  will  be 
a  new  hat  and  black  coat  to  every  mem 
ber  of  the  Government  or  to  every  u' ember  of  some 
society.  That  is  what,  this  money  is  to  go  for.  A 
certain  gentleman  takes  it  into  his  head  he  must 
have  a  certain  kind  of  sash  or  baton.  Gentlemen, 
remember  what  r  sa/:  If  this  is  passed,  you  don't 
know  what  this  celebration  is  going  to  cost  you. 
This  Government  ought  to  have  backbone  and 
firmness  and  judgment  enough  to  adhere  strictly 
to  the  sum  originally  said  to  be  sufficient  by  the 
most  extravagant;  we  ought  to  put  our  foot  down 
and  keep  the  sub- committees  within  the  appro- 
priations given  them.  It  was  well  known  when 
we  started  how  much  money  we  had  to  spend  ;  we 
ought  to  make  them  stick  to  it  and  not  allow  them 
to  exceed  their  estimate. 

Alderman  Burrage — If  the  committee  ask  for 
the  amount  to  be  cut  down,  I  don't  see  any  other 
alternative  for  members  of  the  Board  not  on  the 
committee  than  to  vote  against  this  appropriation. 
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Alderman  O'Brien— I  shall  certainly  vote  for 
this  appropriation,  because  I  believe  you  cannot 
put  a  limit  upon  the  expenditures  of  the  commit- 
tee. It  is  absurd  to  talk  about  it.  The  best  vol- 
unteer troops  in  toe  country  are  coming  here  by 
regiments  on  the  seventeenth  of  June ;  can  we  af- 
foru  to  treat  those  men  shabbily?  The  mayors  of 
the  principal  cities  are  coming  here  ;  can 
we  afford  to  treat  them  shaobilv?  Has  not 
Boston  a  reputation  for  hospitality  to  sustain? 
With  such  a  committee  as  his  honor  the  Mayor, 
the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Alaermen,  the 
President  of  the  Common  Council,  the  Aldermen 
from  ths  Bunker  Hill  District  and  from  Wards  8 
and  12,  I  am  rot  afraid  that  they  will  spend 
money  extravagantly.  I  am  willing  to  trust  every- 
thing to  that  commirtee,  and  I  hope  they  will  sus- 
tain the  credit  of  the  city  of  Boston  for  hospitali- 
ty, when  These  strangers  come  among  us,  and  I 
hope  they  will  spend  the  city's  r»oney  freely,  not- 
withstanding the  hard  times  we  hear  of  so  fre- 
quently. 

Alderman  Quincy — We  have  put  our  nand  to  the 
plough  in  this  matter,  and  the  question  is  whether 
we  shall  do  it  handsomely,  as  is   expected  of   us 
through  the  country,  or  not.    We  fine   on  exami- 
nation thgt  $5000  more  will  be  necessa'y  to  do  it 
as  handsomely  as  is  proposed,  and  in  a  way  worthy 
of  Boston.    I  am  not  aware  that  any  sub-commit- 
tee has  exceeded  its  limits.      The  committee  was 
called   tbis   morning  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to 
consider  several  matters,  one  of  which  was  music. 
It    came    to    his   knowledge   tint   certain   regi- 
ments   had     asked     to     be    relieved    of    some 
expanse     of      music  ;      for     instance,     it     was 
found   that    more    music    will    be    required    in 
escorting  the  regiments  away  from  Boston  and  in 
takiDg  a  military  farewell,  while  many  of  our  mili- 
tary organizations  intend  to  bear  a  portion  of  the 
expense  out  of  their  own  pockets,  they  cannot  af- 
ford to  pay  it  all;  so  much  for  music.    In  regard 
to  armories  for  the  visiting  military,  it  has  be?n 
found  that  we  need  a  great  many  more.    If  we 
can  provide  quarters  for  them   all,  it  should  be 
done;  if  not,  thee  money   will  no+   be  used;  al- 
most all    the    halls  are  in  me   now.    The  Chief 
Marshal  applied  for  $1500  more  to   marshal  the 
procession,    which      will      be     such      an      one 
as.    was    never     before     seen     in     this    coun- 
try.      Tim    gentlemen    whom    the    Chief    Mar- 
shal  has   asked   to    assist    him    are   willing   to 
give   their   time  ana  labor,  but  they  cannot  put 
their   hands   iuto   their   own    pockets.      I  don't 
know  who  is  responsible  for  the  matter  of  print- 
ing and  advertising  being  $500  more  than  before. 
It  was  thought  best  to  add  $1000  for  incidentals, 
so  that  we  v?ould  not  have  to   come   again.    Tbis 
request  does  not  come  because  any  sub-commit- 
tee has  transgressed  the  rule  adopted;  but  it  ap- 
peared to  nis  Honor  ths  Mayor  and  the  committee 
that  this  thing  should  be  done  in  a.ccoi dance  with 
the  vote  passed. 
Alderman  Burrage— lathis  to  be  the  final  call? 
Alderman  Quincy— Such  is  the  intention  of  the 
committee. 

The  order  was  passed — yea3  11,  nays  1 — Alder- 
man Power  voting  nay. 
Sent  down. 

Alderman  Burrage  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Ma* or  be  request- 
ed to  oppoiut,  subject  to  approval   and  continua- 
tion by  this  Board,  suitable  persons, not  exceeding 
300  in  number,  to  serve  as   police  officers  on  the 
Seventeenth  of   June,   1875;    the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  June  17. 
Read  twice  ann  passed.    Sent  down. 
Subsequently   Alderman    Power  submitted  re- 
ports from  the  Cominittse  on  Paving  with  the  fol- 
lowing ord  its: 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  ths  Bos- 
ton &  Albany  Railroad  Corporation  to  close 
Kneelaod  street,  between  Albany  and  Lincoln 
stre°ts,  against  the  passage  of  vehicles  on  the 
seventeenth  day  of  June. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief  of  Police  be  directed 
to  close  against  the  passage  of  vehicles  on  ihe 
seventeenth  day  of  June  next,  the  street  leading 
from  Front  street,  Chailestown,  to  Bridge  street, 
East  Cambridge. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted   reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  as  follows: 


Wagon  License  Granted— Cummings  Express, 
15  Devonshire  street. 

Amusement  License  Granted— Carncross  & 
Dixey's  Minstrels,  to  give  concert  at  Beethoven 
Hall. 

Billiard  Licenses  Granted— C.  L.  Allen,  13  Prov- 
ince street;  William  A.  Moseley,  Neponset  House, 
Ward  16;  Henry  Jaget,  700  Washington  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  reports  and  orders 
from  the  Committee  on  Paving  as  follows: 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  of 
Ebenezer  W.Stone  et  al.,  for  the  sprinkling  of 
Vernon  street,  Roxbury;  Thomas  Lamb  et  ah, 
that  Stats  street  be  paved  with  wood ;  Rebecca 
W.  Hough,  remonstrance  against  proposed  enclo- 
sure of  a  portion  of  Berwick  park.  Severally  ac- 
cepted. 

Report  recommending  the  granting  of  permit  to 
John    Cavanagh   for    leave   to   move  a  wooden 
building     from     Commercial     street,   Ward    16 
through  Commercial  street  to  Clayton  street.    Ac 
cepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $37.68  assessed  to  N. 
J.  Bradlee  for  sidewalk  on  Pembroke  street  be 
abated  and  the  same  assessed  on  proprietors  of 
St.  Mark's  Church. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  repave  Lewis  street,  East  Boston,  with 
jruall  granite  blocks.    Estimated  cost  $27,000. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  tor  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  lay 
brick  sidewalk  in  front  of  estate  of  Maverick  Con- 
gregational Society  on  Liverpool  street,  East  Bos- 
ton.   Read  twice  and  passed. 

HOUSES  OP  DETENTION. 

Aldeiman  Burrage  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  a  special  cooornittee  be  appoiuted 
to  inspect  the  prrsons  and  houses  of  detention 
within  the  county  of  Suffolk  and  make  the  exam- 
inations and  reports  required  by  the  statutes  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

Read  twice  and  nassed,  and  Aldermen  Burrage, 
O'Brien  and  Pope  appointed  on  said  committee. 

Ordered,  Tnac  the  City  Treasurer  be  directed  to 
abate  the  sidewalk  assessment  against  the  estate 
of  Amasa  Bailey  on  Fifth  street,  South  Boston, 
said  Bailey  being  unable  to  pay  the  same. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  directed  to 
abate  the  sidewalk  assessment  against  the  estate 
of  the  heirs  of  Maria  Fernald  on  G  street,  South 
Boston,  said  heirs  being  unable  to  pay  the  same. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

STABLES  AND    CELLARS. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  reports  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  pace  of  the 
Board,  recommencing  the  granting,  on  the  usual 
conditions,  of  the  following  petitions  for  leave  to 
occupy  stables  at  the  points  named:  Joseph  L. 
Wells,  Orleans  street,  rear  No.  38 ;  George  R.  Fow- 
ler, Elliot  street,  Ward  17;  B.  F.  Colcord,  No.  12 
Weld  street,Waid  17;R.T.  Pains,  Jr.,Culvevt  street, 
nearrarlroad  ;  Michael  Cumuings,  corner  Tremont 
street  jmd  Pond  avenue,  Ward  15,  provided  said 
stable  shall  be  erected  on  rear  of  the  lot ;  P.  W. 
Steger,  23  Pearl  street,  Cbarlestown,  provided  a 
brick  wall  shall  be  constructed  between  the  stable 
and  the  house  in  the  rear;  C.  M.  Bec'iler,  590 
Seventu  street,  pro iddeu  a  two-story  brick  stable 
shall  te  erected  on  rear  of  lot;  John  T.  Johnston, 
corner  of  Washington  street  and  Greenwood 
avenue,  Ward  17,  provided  said  stable  shall  be 
placed  forty-five  feet  from  Greenwood  avenue; 
James  Parker,  corner  Harrison  avenue  and 
Gloucester  place:  Henry  Farnurn,  to  increase 
number  of  stalls  m  stable  44  Joy  street,  from 
eighteen  to  twenty-<ix. 

Also  report  in  favor  of  granting  petition  of 
Long  Wharf  Corporation  et  al.,  for  leave  to  con- 
struct cellars  below  grade  at  35-44  State  street, 
and  report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of 
Francis  W.  Mitchell,  for  leave  to  construct  cellar 
below  grade  at  corner  Shawmut  avenue  and  North- 
ampton street. 

Severally  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  Board  ad- 
journed, and  was  declared  adjourned  to  Tuesday, 
June  8,  at  four  o'clock.  P.  M. 
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CITY   OF   BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

JUNE    3,    1875. 

Regular  weekly  meeting  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M.» 
Halsey  J.  Boirdman,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THK  BOARD  OF  ALDERMKN  FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Petitions  of  W.  H.  Ryan  and  W.  B.  Cbapiln 
severally  referred. 

Order  authorizing  the  Mayor  to  rel  r  a~e  to  Elea- 
zer  E.  Bradsbaw  his  estate  "on  Mam  street,  sold 
for  non-payment  of  bettermenr  assessment  taxes, 
on  payment  being  made  of  toe  amount  agrped 
upon  by  the  Committee  on  Streets,  as  therein  set 
forth.    Parsed. 

Order  requesting  the  Mayor  co  appoint,  subject 
to  confirmation,  suitable  persons,  not  exceeding 
300,  to  serve  as  police  officers  on  the  17th  inst.  Or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  the  Committee  on 
Health  to  purchase  eight  street- sweeping  ma- 
chines, at  a  cost  not  exceeding  $350  each. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading,  and 
Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  iuIp  rhat  it  might  be  put  on  its  pa.- sage,  that 
the  machines  may  be  procured  and  put  to  work  as 
soon  as  possible,  as  tbe  Superintendent  of  Health 
contemplates  having  the  streets  cleanei  on  the 
Sevetteenth  of  June  tban  tbey  have  ever  been 
before. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  opposed  the  suspension  of 
tbe  iule;  he  had  opposed  tbe  purchase  of  the  ma- 
chines, in  the  first  place,  because  of  their  h>gh 
cost  and  because  tbe\  would  throw  many  laboring 
men  out  of  employment.  In  behalf  of  absent 
members  of  the  Committee  on  Health,  and  m  his 
own  behalf,  he  desired  the  order  to  lie  over. 

Mr.  Perkins  thought  the  matter  was  thor- 
oughly understood;  only  one  member  of  the  com- 
mittee was  absent  and  he  had  voted  for  purchas- 
ing the  machines  at  $375;  and  thev  are  to  ba  ob- 
tained at  a  less  sum  than  the  report  indicated,  of 
which  he  was  verygiad.  If  the  machines  are  to 
be  had,  thev  should  be  procured  now.  No  labor- 
ers are  to  be  turned  out  of  employment;  the  streets 
are  to  be  swept  a>d  keot  in  better  condition  than 
now,  and  tbe  Superintendent  intends  that  strang- 
ers visiting  Boston  on  the  Cencermial  shall  see  the 
cleanest  city  in  America.. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  13  inquired  if  the  machines 
are  now  in  use  iu  this  city. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20  said  such  machines  are  in 
use  in  Boston,  but  none  of  the  e'ght  referred  to; 
there  are  four  aoout  rearty  for  use,  and  the  com- 
mittee are  waiting  for  the  action  of  the  Courcil  to 
puichase  them.  Heads  of  other  departments 
hope  they  will  be  procured.  Considerable  time 
had  been  spe^t  in  investigating  the  question  of 
the  infringement  of  the  patents,  and  the  matter 
had  reeti  well  matured. 

Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3  said  he  had  informa- 
tion fiom  a  member  of  the  committee  that  each 
machine  would  do  away  with  seven  laborers,  and 
the  fight  would  throw  fifty-six  men  out  of  employ- 
ment. 

Mr.  Wilbur  did  not  think  that  any  argument 
against  the  machine.  He  had  seen  such  machines 
on  the  streets,  and  he  ws/nted  to  know  if  the  ones 
proposed  to  be  purchased  are  of  the  same  make. 

Mr.  Perkins  said  that  a  vear  ago  one  was  pur- 
chased tor  $500,  which  worked  satisfactorily. 
Th  re  isalsoanEaglish  machine  in  use,  for  which 
the  same  price  was  paid. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7  asked  if  the  commit- 
tee had  any  knowledge  as  to  the  working  of  the  ma- 
chine in  other  cities.  A  few  weeks  since  he  saw  in 
a  Washington  paper  that  machines  similar  to  these 
had  noc  worked  well,  and  it  was  proposed  to  dis- 
pense with  them  altogether,  because'  they  caonot 
thoroughly  sweep  sions  or  paved  roads  or  wooden 
pavements. 

Mr.  Perkins  said  the  committee  witnessed  an 
expedment  with  the  machine  on  one  of  the  worst 
cobble-stone  pavements  in  the  city,  where  it 
worked  satisfactorily;  it  was  then  taken  to  Beacon 
street  and  worked  vastly  moie  fatisfact  jrily,  be- 
cau-e  the  road  is  more  even.  Tbj,t  ;:ame  machine 
has  been  in  use  a  year  and  has  giveo  entire  satis- 
faction. Machines  «rmilar  to  this  have  been  in 
use  in  New  York  a  long  time,  and  have  given  sat- 
isfaction, and  would  have  done  better  if  a  certain 
brush  had  been  allowed  to  be  used,  which  was 
prevented  by  a  rattan  ring  tkeie,  but  wm>h  it  is 
proposed  to  use  h«re. 


Mr.  Clarke  of  Wa>d  15  noticed  an  Engli  h  ma- 
chine at  work,  last  Saturday,  on  Commercial 
street,  by  the  Quiacy  Market,  where  the  cobble- 
stone pavement  is  very  uneven.  It  swept  the 
street  thoroughly  and  rapidly.  Tbe  men  who 
were  hoeing  in  the  gutters,  in  reply  to  questions, 
told  him  they  liked  the  machine,  and  it  worked 
well,  and  that  the  American  machine  did  better 
thin  the  Eighth  one.  He  followed  it  some  dis- 
tance and  fouud  that  it  woiked  admirably. 

Mr.  Shaw  had  nothing  to  say  against  the  ma- 
chines, for  he  had  seen  thein  work.  But  tbe  com- 
mittee differ.  The  first  proposition  was  $500,  then 
it  was  $400,  and  now  it  is  $350.  At  the  last  meet- 
ing of  the  commii tee  there  was  considerable  de- 
bate upon  it.  Four  machines  had  been  contract- 
ed for  by  the  honorable  committee,  and  that 
should  be  supported.  "Little  by  little  tbe  bird 
builds  her  ae=,t,"  and  little  by  little  does  tbe  fall 
and  winter  destroy  it;  and  little  by  little  they 
come  from  $500  do wq  to  $350  by  a  little  square 
talk.  The  machines  are  worth  no  more  now 
than  a  month  ago,  and  they  can  be  had  now 
for  $350.  1'hev  should  be  procured  at  the  lowest 
price.  He  did  not  facti  msly  oppose  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule ;  but  tbemachioes  have  been  in 
use  for  sevt-r.il  days  at  least,  and  as  no  time  would 
be  gain°d  he  hoped  the  rule  would  not  be  sus- 
pended. 

Mr.Onborneof  Waid  8  inquired  how  long  the 
brushes  in  these  machines  would  last. 

Mr.  Siblev  did  not  know  that;  he  knew  the  Su- 
perintendent was  satisfied  with  them,  and  the 
Chairman  of  tbe  committee  last  year  said  he 
would  buy  twenty  of  them  if  they  could  be  had  at 
a  fair  price.  He  believed  a  necessity  exined  for 
the  machines,  and  hoped  the  rule  would  be  sus- 
pended. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13  thought  this  matter  of 
brushes  should  be  looked  into,  and  cited  the  case 
of  the  trustees  of  the  City  Hospital  who  pur- 
chased a  washing  machine,  but  found  that  one 
particular  part  wnen  worn  out  could  not  be  re- 
placed without  paying  a  royalty  on  a  patent;  and 
there  was  a  claim  against  the  city  for  infringe- 
ment. 

Mr.  Osborne  of  Ward  8  said  that  iu  New  York 
he  had  been  told  a  brush  would  last  a  month  or 
six  weeks,  and  cost  about  $40  to  ba  replaced, 
which  would  be  very  expensive  in  the  end. 

Mr.  Perkins  said  that  matter  was  entirely  un- 
derstood, though  he  could  not  give  the  exact  fig- 
ures. 

Mr.  Osborne  said  he  would  like  to  know  about 
what  would  be  the  cost  of  the  brush. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  the  order  was  read 
a  second  time  and  passed. 

Amendment  to  insert  "consider  the  expediency 
of  reporting,"  instead  of  "report,"  in  the  order 
for  an  ordinance  that  all  boards  and  committees 
employ  the  City  Architect  when  the  services  of  an 
architect  become  necessary  in  their  several  de- 
partments.   Concurred. 

The  order  for  the  celebration  of  the  Fourth  of 
July  next  came  down  with  tbe  noo-eoncurrence 
of  the  other  branch  m  those  amendments  which 
provide  for  an  increase  of  the  committee,  and  an 
expense  of  $15,000.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Harrigan  of 
Ward  1,  the  Council  voted  to  adhere— 34  for,  24 
against.  [For  subsequent  action,  see  close  of  re- 
port.] 

Letter  of  resignation  from  Thomas  Gogin  as  a 
member  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board.  Placed 
on  file. 

The  president  reart  another  letter  from  Mr.  Go- 
gin,  stating  that  he  wished  his  resignation  to  take 
effect  on  the  election  of  his  successor.    Sent  up. 

Order  to  add  $5000  to  the  appropriation  for  tbe 
celebration  of  the  centennial  anniversary  of  the 
Battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  Read  twice  under  a  sus- 
pension of  tbe  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sampeon  of 
Ward  10,  and  passed— yeas  62,  nays  2 -Messrs. 
Kim  Call  of  Ward  6  and  Page  of  Ward  9  voting 
nay. 

THANKS  TO  THE  CITY  COUNCIL. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Thomas  G. 
Stephenson  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  tendering  their  thanks 
to  the  members  of  the  City  Government  for  their 
presence  at,  and  participation  in,  the  ceremonies 
of  Decoration  Day.    Sent  up. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  for  an  expenditure  of  not  exceeding 
$2000  in  grading  and  otherwise  improving  Orchard 
park.    Passed.    Sent  up  for  concurrence. 

Order  to  reuair  and  maintain  bath  houses  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  city,  ;».t  a  cost  of  $14,000;  and 
to  employ  assistance  for  care  of  3ame  at  $16,000. 
Passed  in  concurrence. 
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Order  to  fix  salaries,  n<mely— Treasurer,  $6000; 
Auditor,  $6000;  Collector  of  Taxes,  $5000.  Sever- 
ally passea  in  concurrence. 

Older  to  continue  in  force  the  order  passed  May 
19,1874,  for  the  appointment  of  a  City  Architect 
and  Draughtsman  at  $6000  per  an:mm,  instead  of 
sum  named  thertaii.    Passed  iu  concurrence. 

Order  to  fit  up  and  furnish  the  vacant  building 
on  corner  of  Main  and  Haverhill  streets,  Charles- 
town,  for  primary-school  purposes.  Passed  in 
concurrer  ce. 

Order  for  the  erection  of  an  offal  shed  on  city 
lot,  Highland  street,  at  a  cost  not  exceeditg 
$6000. 

M-.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  stated  that  he  bad  obtained 
further  information,  had  examined  the  plans  and 
become  better  posted,  as  no  doubt  some  of  the 
committee  had.  Certain  walls  acd  drains  might 
be  lequired  which  would  add  considerably  to  the 
expen;  e,  which  might  reach  $6000.  He  hoped  the 
order  would  pass. 

The  order  v. as  passed.    Sent  up. 

The  motion  cf  Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3  to  re- 
consider the  vote  whereby  was  accepted  the  re- 
port of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  of  Cyrus 
Bruce  and  others  for  bath  house  on  Crngie's 
Bridge,  was  taken  up,  aad  Mr.  Parker  of  Ward  14 
SEid  the  committee  were  unanimous  that  the 
place  was  unfit  for  a  bathhouse  and  that  the  peti- 
tioners have  leavr  to  withdraw. 

Mr.  Auderso  said  the  petitioners  had  not  been 
heaid  at  all  oy  the  committee,  the  Chairman  hav- 
ing fo.gotten  all  about  it.  The  place  proposed  is 
where  the  old  draw  was,  and  no  finer  locality  than 
that  could  be  found. 

The  reconsideiation  prevailed,  and  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Ancle' son  the  report  was  recommitted  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Bathing.    Sent  up. 

PETITIONS    PRESENTED. 

By  Mi.  Sibley  of  Ward  20— Petition  of  Gilbert 
Williams,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  builoing  on 
Medford  street.  Ward  21.  Referred  to  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

By  Mr.  Kingsbury  of  Ward  15— Petition  of  Car- 
oline W.  Mud ge,  to  be  paid  for  personal  ioiuries 
received  by  a  sied  on  Boston  Common.  Referred 
to  Joint  Committee  on  Claims. 

Petition  of  E.  A.  Cushing,  administratrix, 
for  extension  of  time  on  which  to  build  on  laud 
purchased  of  the  city  on  Albany  street.  Referred 
to  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Severally  sent  up. 

VEGETABLE    HABKET. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

In  Common  Council,  June  3, 1875. 

The  special  committee  of  the  Common  Council, 
to  whom  was  referred  tne  order  authoiizing  the 
establishment  of  a  market  for-  the  sale  of  provi- 
sions and  perishable  produce  on  the  lauds  of  the 
Mercantile  Whart  Corporation,  having  carefully 
considered  the  subje  i;,  beg  leave  to  submit  the 
following  report:  The  order  referred  to  your  com- 
mittee originated  in  the  Board  of  Alaermen,  aDd 
was  based  upon  a  report  made  oy  the  sc.uidiir_g 
committee  of  that  branch  on  markets.  Numerous 
petitions  were  persented  during  the  latter  part  of 
last  year  and  the  first  of  the  present  tear,  signed 
by  marketmen,  provisior  dealers  and  market  gar- 
deners, some  asking  ths  city  to  buy  or  bire  the 
larjds  now  occupied  at  the  bead  of  India  wharf, 
and  ctbeis  urging  the  establishment  of  the  pro- 
duce market  on  the  Mercantile  W  barf  Company's 
lands,  situateo  betweeu  A;  lantic  avenue  and  Mer- 
cantile street.  Upon  those  petitions  the  commit- 
tee of  the  Aldeimen  repoited  in  substance  as  fol- 
lows: 

In  1873  the  streets  around  Faneuil  Hall  Market 
became  so  much  obstructed  by  the  great  num- 
ber of  vegetable  wagons  which  were  driven  in 
from  the  couutry  every  afternoon,  that  an  ur- 
gent demand  was  made,  both  by  the  own- 
ers of  the  wagons  and  those  who  occupied 
permanent  places  of  business  in  the  vicinity,  that 
the  city  should  furnish  adoitioa&l  facilities  for 
the  transaction  of  this  branch  of  the  market  busi- 
ness. The  Committee  on  Markets  and  Licenses 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  examiaed  the  subject 
very  thoroughly,  and  united  in  recommending  the 
passage  of  an  order  to  hire  a  portion  of  the  Mer- 
cantile-wharf property,  covering  about  50,000 
square  feet,  for  a  term  of  oue  year,  at  an  expense 
of  $2500.  Before  the  order  was  passed  a  proposi- 
tion was  received  from  the  proprietors  of  India 
wharf  to  give  the  city  the  fiee  use  of  about  90,000 
square  feet  of  vacant  land  located  between  India 
and  Centri  I  wharves,  known  as  the  "dump,"  for  a 


term  of  two  years  from  May  1, 1873.  This  proposi- 
tion was  accepteo,  and  the  grounds  were  immedi- 
ately put  in  order  for  toe  accommodation  of  the 
vegetaole  market.  The  expense  incurred  in  so 
doing,  amounting  to  about  $5300,  was  to  be  reim- 
bursed to  the  city  by  making  a  small  charge  for 
toe  use  of  stands.  During  the  two  tears  covered 
by  the  le^se  the  city  has  received  from  rent  of 
stands  sufficient  to  pay  all  expenses  and  produce 
a  net  profit  of  $7100. 

As  the  leise  of  the  India-wharf  property  expires 
on  tbe  first  of  May,  this  Board  is  now  called  upon 
to  determine  wnether  it  shall  lie  renewed  upon 
the  terms  offered  by  the  proprietors,  or  whether 
another  locality  shall  be  selected  upon  terms  more 
,  favorable  to  the  city.  Numerous  petitions  have 
been  presented,  both  for  and  against  the  present 
location;  and  your  committee  have  giten  tne  sub- 
ject a  long  and  patient  investigation,  with  a  view 
to  ths  determination  of  toe  question  in  the  man- 
ner besc  calculated  to  promote  the  present  and 
future  interests  <>f  our  citizens.  The  iropiierors 
of  ihe  India-wharf  property  made  a  verbal  offer 
to  lease  to  the  city  for  a  period  of  three  years, 
about  100,000  feet  of  tbeir  land,  in  consideration  of 
their  being  relieved  of  the  taxes,  aaaoanting  to 
about  $6000  per  annum.  This  offer  ha-  since  been 
formally  withdrawn,  and  the  committee  aie  not 
informed  as  to  the  terms  upon  which  the  lease  of 
these  grounds  would  be  renewed. 

The  Mercantile  Wharf  Coiporation  have  agreed 
to  give  the  city  th  ;  free  u*e  of  the  lands  bounded 
by  Atlantic  avenue,  Mercantile  street,  Clinton 
street  extended,  and  Richmond  street  extended, 
containing  abo'it  80.0J0  square  feet,  for  a  term  of 
three  years  from  May  1, 1875,  paying  sll  the  taxes 
assessed  thai  eon  duriag  that  period;  also  to  give 
a  bond  1 1  convey  the  lands  to  the  city  within  one 
year  from  the  first  of  May  for  the  sum  of  $4.75  per 
square  foot,  and  a  proportional  part  of  the  taxes 
for  the  unexpired  term  of  the  oond. 

This  agreement  has  led  to  the  settlement  of  the 
long-standing  controversy  between  the  corpora- 
tion and  the  city,  growing  out  of  the  construction 
of  Atlantic  avenue.  The  corporation  is  to  pay  the 
city  $75,000  for  filling,  sewerage  ami  betterments, 
give  all  of  their  lands  included  within  the  lines  of 
Clinton  street  extended  in  a  straight  line  to  At- 
lantic avenue,  and  Richmond  street  extended 
from  Mercantile  street  to  Atlantic  avenue,  in  a 
line  substantially  parallel  with  Clinton  street.  By 
this  agreement  the  corporation  conveys  to  the 
citj  free  of  expense,  30,137  feet  of  l<md,  which  is 
taxed  at  about  $2.75  per  foot. 

In  connection  with  these  arrangements  with  the 
wharf  corporation,  a  settlement  has  been  effected 
of  the  questions  at  issue  between  Hon.  Josiah 
Quincy  and  the  city.  Mr.  Quiney  has  agreed  to 
pay  all  Claims  against  him  on  account  of  the  con- 
struction of  Atlantic  avenue,  amounting  to  $119,- 
258.16,  give  all  the  land  required  ot  him  for  the 
extension  of  Clinton  street,  and  pay  the  city  in 
addition  thereto  the  sum  of  $10,000. 

If  the  use  of  the  Mercantile-wharf  property  had 
been  offered  to  the  city  in  1873  upon  tbe  same 
terms  that  the  India-wharf  property  was  offered, 
it  would  undoubted lv  have  been  preferred,  as  it  is 
m  many  respects  better  adapted  for  market  pur- 
poses. It  is  considerably  nearer  Faneuii  tfaJ] 
Market  and  tbe  centre  of  the  wholesale  trade  in 
provisions.  It  was  stated  by  those  who  are  famil- 
iar with  the  business  that  nineteen-twentieths  of 
the  wholesale  dealers  *. re  located  oorth  .f  State 
street.  Ti.e  concentration  of  the  different  branches 
of  this  wholesale  business  is  clearly  advantageous 
both  to  tbe  buyer  ana  tha  seller.  It  sharpens 
competition  and  tends  to  prevent  forestalling.  As 
m.ch  the  larger  portion  or  t'ae  domestic  pro.tuce 
is  brought  into  tbe  northerly  end  of  the  city  by 
cars  or  wagons,  the  lands  at  Mercantile  wharf  are 
more  con  venient  of  access  than  those  of  India 
wharf. 

The  city  is  under  no  obligation  to  maintain  the 
establishment  at  India  wharf  beyond  the  period 
of  the  lease.  The  location  was  understood  to  be  a 
te aiporai y  one,  and  all  tbe  improvements  made 
by  tne  city  and  by  those  who  occupied  thegrounds 
are  of  temporary  character.  A  morn  convenient 
location  having  been  offered,  on  terms  more  fa- 
voraSls  to  the  city,  there  is  no  gcod  reason  why  it 
should  not  be  accepted. 

As  this  branch  of  the  Government  had  no  part 
in  the  investigation  covered  by  the  foregoing  re- 
port, and  as  there  appeared  to  be  a  great  diversity 
of  opinions  upon  the  expediency  of  the  course 
recommended  by  the  Aldermen,  your  committee 
deemed  it  their  duty  to  make  an  independent  ex- 
amination of  the  whole  question,  and  they  accord- 
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ingly  notified,  all  parties  interested  t<i  appear  and 
be  neard.  The  case  was  very  fully  and  ably  pre- 
sented by  counsel  on  both  sides ;  that  is,  for  those 
wbo  were  in  favor  of  the  Mercantile  Wharf  site, 
and  those  who  were  for  various  reasons  opposed 
to  it. 

It  appears  that  the  proprietors  ot  India  Wharf 
have  leased  their  land  directly  to  th?  market  gar- 
deners ;  and  t'aev  stated,  thi ou ah  their  agent,  tnat 
thev  did  not  wish  to  sell  or  bond  it  to  the  city. 
The  simple  question,  therefore,  as  cow  presented, 
is  whether  the  city  will  furnish  additional  market 
facilities  for  the  produce  dealers,  cr  whether  it  will 
hereafter  leave  them  to  their  own  resources  and 
lelieve  them  of  any  further  control  and  super- 
vision. The  city  has  b  en  offere'l  the  free  use  of 
80,000  feet  of  land  for  three  yeais,  the  owaers 
paying;  all  taxes  thereon  durirg  that  period.  The 
principal  objection  urged  against  its  acceptance 
is  that  the  city  will  be  committe  •  to  the  purchase 
of  the  lauG  upon  the  ter  -  s  stated  in  the  bond, 
namelv,  84.75  per  toot.  But  this  objection  is  not 
web  founded.  The  wharf  corporation  would  be 
very  glad  to  lease  the  property  to  the  city  with- 
out binding:  itself  to  convey  it  hereafter  for  a 
stated  price.  The  boud  was  exacted  fiom  the 
corporation  by  the  committee  of  the  AJdernren  in 
ordf  r  to  protect  the  city  in  case  it  should  be 
thought  advisable  hereafter  to  purchase  it.  The 
time  named  m  the  bond— one  year  is  as  long  as 
could  reasonably  be  askec.  in  regard  to  the  price 
— $4.75  per  foot — the  committee  have  endeavored 
to  ascertain  whether,  under  the  circumstances,  it 
could  be  considered  a  fair  one.  It  appears  that 
the  wharf  corporation  first  asked  $5.50  per  foot; 
the  committee  first  offered  $4.25,  and  a  compro- 
mise was  finally  effected  on  tbe  basis  of  $4.75. 
One  of  the  officers  of  the  company  stated  at  the 
first  hearing  that  .hey  asked  $8.00  per  foot  for 
land  on  thf.  other  side  of  Clinton  street;  that  the 
lowest  price  ever  talked  of  in  the  com- 
pany for  this  land  was  $5.00  per  foot,  and 
that  he  presumed  it  would  have  so'd  for 
$6.00  before  the  panic.  The  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets,  referring  to  the  negotiations  in 
relation  to  betterments,  testified  th.  t  he  had  been 
trying  for  three  years  past  to  make  the  Mercantile 
Wharf  Company  beiieve  that  their  land  v/as  worth 
$5.00  per  foot,  and  that  he  thought  it  would  bring 
very  nei\,r  $4.75  per  foot  at  auction  today,  ©ne  of 
the  Street  Commissioners  stated  that  in  1872,  when 
it  was  proposed  to  widen  Atlantic  avenue  100  feet, 
the  value  of  the  land  of  the  Mercaitile  Wharf 
Company  was  estimated  at  $4.00  per  too*.  It  is 
furthermore  to  be  bo»ue  in  mind  that  the  price 
askect  is  naturally  affected  bv  the  fact  that  the 
city  has  a  year  to  c ecide  in.  If  at  the  end  of  tnat 
time  the  city  d-cides  to  purcuas  ,  the  price  will 
have  tobepaid  them,, whereas  the  use  and  benefit  of 
the  property  begins  novj,  so  that  the  price  paid  is 
not  rsally  $4.75,  but  a  prrce  whijh  at  interest  and 
with  taxes  added  would  amount  to  that  sum,  and 
this  is  something  less  chan  $4.44  per  toot.  It  is 
also  to  be  considered  that  a  puichase  of  land  is 
different  from  a  purchase  of  merchaadise,  which 
if  we  caanot  obtain  at  one  place  upon  satisfactory 
terms  we  may  at  another.  There  is  only  so  much 
land  in  the  city,  anj  only  two  or  three  ioc«  in  the 
heart  of  the  city  adapted  to  the  purposes  of  a 
market.  These  lots  are  all  owned,  not  by  pri- 
vate individuals  who  may  be  compelled  to 
put  the  land  into  the  market,  but  by  wealthy  cor- 
porations, who  can  afford  to  holdjit  until  they  can 
get  their  price.  If  the  city  desires  to  purchase  a 
large  tract  of  Ian  i  for  a  particular  purpose,  in 
the  thickly  populated  part  of  *he  city,  it  must  pa.v 
the  seller's  price.  The  only  other  tracts  brought 
to  the  attention  of  the  committee  were  the  India 
wLarf  land  and  Washington  squat  e.  It  was  test- 
lied  that  land  in  tue  latter  locality  had  sold  for 
from  $7  to  $9  per  foot,  and  the  land  of  the  former 
corporation  is  not  for  sale  at  any  price,  but  is  held 
for  a  rise  in  value.  So  that  the  only  tract  proper 
for  the  purpose  now  to  be  had,  except  at  a  much 
higher  price  than  that  for  which  this  is  offered,  is 
that  at  Mercantile  wbarf.  Under  these  circum- 
stances it  seems  to  the  committee  that  the  offer  of 
the  Mercantile  Wharf  Company  is  a  fair  and  lib- 
eral one. 

The  advantages  of  this  lot  are  also  superior  to 
any  other  in  point  ot  location,  it  being  nearer  to  the 
present  market.  If  additional  market  facilities 
are  to  be  piovidetf  they  should  be  near  Faneuil 
Hall  Market,  both  for  the  sake  of  enhancing,  or 
at  least  maintaining,  the  value  of  the  city's  prop- 
erty there,  and  because  it  is  believed  that"  the  con- 
centration of  the  produce  business  is  advanta- 
geous both  to  the  producer   and   the   consumers; 


that  by  the  competition  which  it  causes  such  con- 
centration tends  to  lower  the  price  and  to  improve 
the  qualitt  of  the  articles  sola. 

It  hi iy  fee  oojected  that  a  vegetable  market  is 
already  in  operation  at  India  wha-'f ;  that  there  is 
no  necessity  for  another,  and  that  the  farmers  are 
satisfied  with  that  location  and  ought  not  to  be 
removed.  Of  course,  no  one  proposes  to  remove 
them  against  their  will.  Even  if  the  market  there 
is  to  be  continued  lor  any  3onsiderable  time,  it  is 
believed  that  it  would  be  tor  the  interest  of  the 
city  to  establish  another  at  Mercantile  wharf.  It 
was  testified  by  one  ot  the  farmers  that  since  the 
establishment  of  the  market  at  India  wharf  he 
had  raised  and  tent  to  the  cicy  a  larger  amount  of 
produ  je,beeause  of  the  su  c  error  facilities  for  selling 
afforded  there  as  compared  with  the  former  limited 
accommodr.tion^  in  Sou  ih  Market  street,  ana  that 
others  had  none  the  same.  For  the  same  reason  it 
is  believed  that  the  establishment  of  another  mar- 
ket, thereby  affording  still  greater  accommoda- 
tions to  the  farmers,  would  have  *he  same  tend- 
ency to  iuciease  production,  and  that  this,  i  i 
accordance  with  the  law  of  suppiv  aod  demand, 
would  contribute  to  make  provisions  cheaper. 
But  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  the  market 
at  India  wharf  will  be  permanent,  for  toe 
company  will  not  always  be  satisfied  with  the 
trifling  in  ome  which  the  rental  of  stands 
yields  them.  If,  therefore,  at  the  expira- 
tion ot  the  lea-es  which  have  been  grven, 
or  at  anv  time  thereafter,  it  can  sed  or  use  its 
land  so  ay  to  bring  a  larger  income,  trie  farmers 
will  leave  to  return  to  the  crowded  streets,  unless 
some  othe  place  is  provided  by  the  city;  and  by 
that  time  Ihe  location  «ow  offered  may*  have  been 
built  upon  or  otherwise  appropriated,  so  that  no 
pla::e  may  De  obtainable  except  at  a  cost  far  ex- 
ceeding that  *hicb  the  pioposed  purchase  wi'l 
involve. 

It  is  sometimts  urged  tha:  the  city  should  not 
have  anything  to  do  with  the  market  business  any 
more  than  with  any  other  branch  of  trade.  The 
committee  did  not  feel  called  upoo  to  go  into  the 
consideration  of  this  general  question.  Suffice  it 
to  sav,  that  th-;  aity  has  beeu  committed  to  the 
present  system  ever  since  the  establishment,  of 
Faneuil  Hall  market,  half  a  century  ago.  The 
system  has  certainly  been  a  success  to  the  city  pe- 
cuniarily. From  tire  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Free  Markets  of  1870  (City  Document,  No.  91)  we 
quote  the  following:  "It  appears  from  the  state- 
meat  tnat  the  income  has  amounted  to  $1,948,955.69 ; 
and  the  expenses,  including  repairs,  for  the  old 
and  the  new  markets,  to  $264,957.70.  The  cost 
of  the  new  building,  in  round  numbers,  was  $150.- 
000.  The  estimated  value  of  tne  land  occupied  by 
the  market  house,  at  the  time  the  market  house 
was  erected,  amounted  to  $297,000,  making  the 
total  for  land  and  building  $447,000. 

"The  net  income,  after  deducting  expenses, 
amounts  to  $1,673,997.99.  The  interest  on  the  cost 
of  the  building  and  estimated  value  of  the  land 
for  forty-four  years,  at  five  per  cent.,  would 
amount  to  $983,400;  by  which  it  appears  that  toe 
city  has  made  a  profit  of  about  $700,000,  or  real- 
ized eight  oer  cent,  per  annum  on  this  investment, 
without  taking  into  account  the  increased  value 
of  the  property." 

Tne  expenses  aua  income  for  the  four  succeed- 
ing years  are  as  follows : 

General 
Tears.  Repairs.        Expenses.  Income. 

1870-71 $1,500.55  $9,398,21  $90,500.32 

1871-72 3,802.21      9,623.87      91,106.37 

1872-7* 3,700.14      9,616.10      92,464.32 

1873-74 4,951.84      10,219.66      106,^24.40 

It  is  believed  also  that  the  tendency  of  the  sys- 
tem has  been  to  cheapen  the  necessaries  of  life 
rather  than  to  maintain  a  monopoly  therein.  The 
committee  have  not  made  any  comparison  be- 
tween the  prices  io  Boston  and  olher  cities,  or  be- 
tween those  in  Faneuil  Hall  Market  and  the 
private  market  or  provision  stores  in  the  city. 
But  the  Committee  on  Free  Markets  of  1865,  in 
their  report  (.City  Doc.  No.  100]  give  a  table 
showing  the  prices  of  the  chief  commodities  in 
Boston,  Albany,  Nets'  York  and  Philadelphia,  from 
which  it  appears  that  nearly  every  article  was  at 
that  time  cheaper  in  Boston  than  in  the  other 
cities  named.  This  committee  have  had  no  evi- 
dence of  any  change  in  toe  relation  of  the  respec- 
tive prices  ir.  these  cities  to  each  other. 

The  committee  of  1865  also  say,  "The  fact,  that 
the  pubbc  market  is  always  five  to  twenty  per 
cent,  cheaper  than  the  private  markets  ana  pro- 
vision f  tores  is  sufficient  refutation  of  the  argu- 
ment that  the  city  maintains  at  the  expense  of 
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consumers  an  engrossing  and  tyrannizing  monop- 
oly. 

If  Faneuil  Hall  Market  has  been  a  source  of 
profit  to  the  city,  if  it  has  been  of  advantage  to 
the  citizens  in  furnishing  them  with  provisions  of 
good  quality  and  at  a  moderate  price,  and  if  the 
city  proposes  to  continue  it,  there  appears  to  be 
no'reason  why  it  shoula  not  enlarge  its  market  fa- 
cilities if  such  enlargement  is  needed.  Upon  this 
point  we  quote  again  from  the  report  of  1870.  The 
committee  therein  say  (page  24),  "Boston  is  more 
deficient  in  respect  to  its  facilities  for  bringing 
the  producer  and  consumer  together  than  any  oth- 
er large  city  in  this  country.  The  old  portion  of 
the  city  proper  is  denselv  populated,  ana  it  has 
come  to  that  condition  without  any  reservations 
being  made,  except  in  the  case  of  the  Faneuil 
Hall  Market,  for  carrying  on  the  market  business, 
and  without  sufficiently  wide  streets  to  allow  any 
very  general  use  of  them  by  market  wagons." 

Here  now  is  an  oppoitunity  to  make  one  of  these 
reservations — one  of  80,000  square  feet— in  the 
heart  of  the  business  part  of  the  city,  and  in  close 
proximity  to  the  present  market  and  the  seat  of 
the  produce  business,  of  furnishing  a  place  for 
bringing  the  producer  and  consumer  together.  It 
seems  to  be  the  part  of  wisdom  for  this  Govern- 
ment, looking,  as  it  should,  not  only  to  the  pres- 
ent but  to  the  future  necessities  of  the  city,  to 
embrace  this  opportunity,  while  this  laud  is  as  yet 
unoccupied  and  cao  be  had  at  a  much  less  price 
than  it  may  command  a  few  \  ears  hence. 

The  fact  so  often  adverted  to,  that  the  stalls  in 
Faneuil  Hall  Market  always  command  a  premium, 
shows  that  the  demand  for  market  facilities  ex- 
ceeds the  supply,  and  that  in  furnishing  them  the 
city  would  not  only  make  a  good  pecuniary  in  vest- 
ment but  would  aid  in  increasing  the  supply,  and 
thereby  lesserdng  the  price  of  the  necessaries  of 
life. 

The  establishment  of  a  market  at  Mercantile 
wharf  would  increase  the  valuation  of  the  proper- 
ty in  its  vicinity,  and  hence  the  city  would,  in  in- 
creased taxes,  get  a  leturn  for  its  outlay. 

If  we  only  regard  the  needs  of  the  hour,  the 
present  temporarv  market  at  India  wharf  may  be 
sufficient.  But  the  committee  believe  that  the 
Government  should  take  a  broader  view  of  the 
subject  than  this,  and  embrace  the  opportunity 
now  offered  for  securing  a  reservation  for  market 
purposes  proportioned  to  the  requirements,  not 
only  of  the  present,  but  of  the  future. 

A  liberal  and  comprehensive  policy  like  this,  al- 
though attended  with  present  expense,  the  histo- 
ry not  only  of  our  own  but  of  other  municipalities 
proves  to  be,  in  the  end,  not  only  the  be*t  but  the 
cheapest. 

The  committee  would,  therefore,  respectfully 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  order  in  concur- 
rence with  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
For  the  Committee. 

J.  Q.  A.  Bbackbtt,  Chairman. 

Mr.  Brackett  moved  that  tiie  report  be  printed, 
and  that  the  subject  be  specially  assigned  for  next 
Thursday  evening  at  half-past  eight  o'clock. 

Mr.  Devereux  of  Ward  22  stated  that  he  was 
prevented  from  attending  the  committee  meeting 
by  sickness,  but  from  what  he  had  learned  he  and 
another  member  who  agreed  with  him  wished 
to  reserve  the  right  to  submit  a  minority  report, 
and  have  the  two  coosidered  at  the  same  time. 

Mr.  Bracket  said  the  minority  report  could  be 
presented  at  the  next  meeting;  it  was  important 
to  have  the  matter  coosidered  speedily. 

The  motion  to  print  and  specially  assign  pre- 
vailed. 

CONTRACTS  FOB  SUDBURY-RIVER  CONDUIT. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10  submitted  a  report 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Water  that  it  is  in- 
expedient to  pass  the  order  relating  to  bonds  of 
contractors  on  Sudhury-River  conduit.  Accepted. 
Sent  up. 

THE    OFFICIAL    REPORT. 

Mr.  Wadsworth  of  Ward  4  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing from  the  Committee  on  Printing: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Printing  be 
directed  to  advertise  for  proposals  for  reoorting 
and  publishing  the  proceedings  and  debates  of 
the  City  Council  for  one  year  froua  the  1st  of 
July,  1875,  and  make  a  contract  for  the  same;  the 
expense  thereof  not  to  exceed  $ 6000,  to  be  charg- 
ed to  the  appropriation  for  Printing. 

Bead  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

POLICE  STATION  8. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  raise  and  alter  Police  Sta- 


tion No.  8,  on  Commercial  street,  in  order  to  make 
the  cells  and  basement  available,  as  per  request 
of  the  Committee  on  Police,  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Raising  and  Al- 
tering Police  Station  No.  8. 

R^ad  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  yule,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Burditt,  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

HOUR  OF  MEETING. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  hour  for  the  meeting  of  the 
Council  be  at  eieht  o'clock  P.  M.  until  otherwise 
ordered. 

Mr.  Noyes  said  that  as  a  quorum  did  not  arrive 
at  7%  P.  M.  it  would  be  better  to  adhere  to  the 
custom  of  beginning  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  sum- 
mer, and  not  have  to  wait  till  a  quorum  came. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  said  that  if  the  sessions 
began  at  eight  o'clock  the  lateness  of  the  adjourn- 
ment made  it  very  inconvenient  for  members 
from  a  distance  to  get  hocne.  Gentlemen  living 
in  the  city  proper  could  better  afford  to  come 
earlier  than  the  distant  mtmoerc  could  affoid  to 
remain  so  late. 

The  order  was  refused  a  second  rearing. 

THE  VACANCY  IN  THE  COCHITUATE  WATER  BOARD 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  Messrs. ,    with  such    as  the 

Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  appointed  to 
nominate  a  member  of  the  Cochituate  Water 
Board  in  place  of  Thomas  Gogin,  resigned. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10  moved  that  the  order 
be  refer)  ed  to  the  Committee  on  Water. 

Mr.  Page  had  no  objection  to  the  reference,  but 
it  had  been  customary  to  have  such  a  committee 
make  the  nomination. 

The  order  was  referred  to  theJoi.it  Committee 
on  Water.    Sent  up. 

CONVICT    LABOR. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4,  the 
Council  took  up  the  special  assignment  for  half- 
past  eight,  viz.,  report  and  order  requesting  the 
Mayor  to  petition  for  a  change  in  the  staiute,  so 
that  in  the  County  ot  Suffolk  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  Public  Institutions  shall  be 
subject  to  the  City  Couocil  in  the  mode  of  em- 
ploying persons  under  their  charge,  and  be  re- 
quired to  furnish  full  and  frequent  reports  on  the 
subject  (City  Doc.  No.  71). 

Mr.  Whitmore  stated  that  he  understood  the 
annual  repoit  of  the  Directors  would  be  submitted 
at  the  next  meeting,  and  as  tbey  might  give  some 
facts  and  figures  bearing  on  the  question,  he 
moved  to  specially  assign  the  subject  for  8V4P.  M. 
next  Tbur.-day. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

THF.  WATEB  BOABD. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10,  the 
Council  took  from  the  table  (24  for,  20  against) 
the  majority  report  and  "An  ordinance  in  relation 
to  the  care  and  management  of  the  Cochituate 
and  Mystic  Water  Works" ;  and  minority  re  oort 
and  "An  ordinance  to  reestablish  the  Cochituate 
Water  Board"  (City  Doc.  No.  64). 

The  question  was  upon  givitig  the  ordinance  re- 
reported  by  the  majority  a  second  roading. 

Mr.  Sweetser— It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  very  im- 
portant for  us  to  settle  this  matter  of  the  reorgan- 
ization of  this  Water  Board  one  way  or  the  other. 
With  no  president  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board, 
when  there  is  so  much  business  to  do,  it  is  very 
important  that  we  should  decide  at  once  whether 
we  shall  continue  the  present  svstern,  or  adopt 
either  the  najonty  or  minority  leports  of  the 
committee  presented  three  weeks  ago.  I  hope 
the  majority  report  will  be  adopted,  and  that  we 
shall  appoint  a  president  of  the  board  who  can 
devote  more  or  less  time  to  the  interest  of  the 
city,  who  shall  be  on  hand  at  the  office  to 
answer  any  questions  that  may  be  put  to  him, 
and  render  any  assistance  that  the  engineer 
may. need  at  any  time;  and  that  we  shall  have  a 
board  of  men  eminently  qualified  to  construct  the 
new  works.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  report  of  tne 
majority  is  a  compromise  with  the  various  plans 
that  have  been  presented  here  from  time  to  time, 
and  upon  which  we  have  not  been  able  to  agree. 
I  don't  wish  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  Council  by 
discussing  the  question,  as  I  think  the  members 
fully  understand  it;  but  I  do  wish  to  call  atten- 
tion to  the  importance  of  something  being  done. 
The  terms  of  two  members  of  the  Mystic  Water 
Board  have  expired,  and  the  Coehituate  Board 
have  had  no  president  since  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
Gogin. 

The  ordiuance  of  the  majority  was  read  a  second 
time— 31  for,  9  against— and  put  upon  its  passage. 
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Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  voted  for  this  ordinance, 
but  I  must  confess  that  I  think  a  matter  of  that 
importance  ought  not  to  be  passed  without  some 
considerable  explanation  of  its  merits  further 
than  what  we  have  had  from  the  worihy  gentle- 
man from  the  Tenth  "Ward.  It  is  one  of  the  most 
important,  if  not  the  most  important  acts  under 
the  considera+ion  of  the  City  Government,  and  I 
hone  until  some  further  explanation  of  its  merits 
and  the  bearing  of  this  one-man  power  shall  be 
more  lully  discussed  than  it  has  been,  1  hope 
it  will  not  stand  in  its  present  position  and  be 
passed  almo.-t  without  comment.  I  voted  with 
tuy  friend  because  I  wanted  to  have  the  matter 
bioughtupand  distinctly  explained;  but  the  ex- 
planation certainly  has  n't  been  rendered.  It  is 
to  give  great  power  to  one  man.  Now,  sir,  the 
one-man  power  in  the  proper  place  is  very  desira- 
ble; but  upon  a  matter  so  important  as  tbis  it 
does  seem  to  me  it  needs  more  explanation  before 
it  ought  to  pass.  As  oae  member  of  the  Council  I 
desire  more  knowledge,  and  m  justice  to  the  pub- 
lic I  think  it  ought  to  be  explained,  so  that  they 
may  know  the  reasons  why  and  wherefore  we  pass 
upon  ihis  matter. 

Mr.  Day  of  Ward  1— I  move  to  substitute  the 
ordinance  reported  by  the  minority  for  that  re- 
ported by  the  majority  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Crocker  or  Ward  6—1  was  about  to  malre 
the  same  motion,  and  I  would  merely  say  that  I 
hope  the  ordinance  reported  by  the  minoiity  will 
be  substituted.  It  seemsto  me  that  it  constitutes 
much  the  better  board.  Theie  are  very  serious 
objections  to  the  board  as  proposed  to  be  consti- 
tuted by  the  majority  of  the  Water  Committee. 
It  is  likely  to  work  badly  by  having  one  paid  mem- 
ber and  the  otbeis  serving  without  pay.  That 
is  a  system  which  has  never  yet  been 
tried  in  this  City  Government.  It  seems  to  me 
that  it  is  probable  that  the  members  «vho  serve 
without  pay  will  leave  all  Che  disagreeable  parts 
of  the  duty  to  the  man  who  is  paid,  and  shirk 
their  work  altogether,  or  only  interfere  to  block 
the  wheels  of  progress  in  that  department;  while 
at  the  same  time  the  responsibility  will  be  re- 
moved from  the  paid  member,  and  he  cannot  be 
held  accountable.  He  will  oe  able  to  saj,  and 
with  good  reason,  wnen  anything  goe°  wrong, 
that  he  was  interfered  with  so  much  by  the  other 
members- that  he  cannot  do  anything  witnout 
their  consent— that  thinas  are  r.ot  as  he  would 
want  them  to  be,  and  that  he  is  not  responsible 
for  them.  On  the  other  hand,  the  unpaid  mem- 
bers will  say,  we  know  nothing  about  this;  the 
whole  tiling  is  run  by  the  paid  member,  and  you 
must  look  to  him  and  hold  him  responsible. 
The  whole  thing  will  be  shirked  by  the  different 
blanches  of  the  board,  and  I  believe  the  system 
will  work  badly.  For  these  reasons— to  state 
thexn  briefly — I  hope  the  minority  report  will  be 
substituted  for  that  of  the  majority. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12—1  don't  know  that  I  can 
greatly  enlighten  the  Council  in  this  matter,  but 
the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  who  has  just  taken 
his  seat  lernind  me  ve^y  forcibly  of  a  young 
damsel  who  was  observed  in  bitter  tabulation 
about  the  time  the  troops  were  going  to  war. 
When  asked  why  she  was  weeping,  she  remarked 
that  if  she  should  be  married  and  should 
have  a  baby,  and  that  baby  should  be 
a  boy,  and  grow  up  to  be  a  soldier  and 
go  off  to  the  war,  how  unhappy  she  should 
be.  A.  great  many  obstacles  were  raised  be- 
fore that  soldier  could  go  off  to  the  war,  and  I 
should  think  it  will  be  the  same  with  the  obsta- 
cles against  tnis  wate;  ordinance.  They  are  largely 
imaginary,  and  drawn  from  a  fertile  imagination 
rather  than  from  the  results  of  direct  experience 
of  the  working  of  such  a  board.  It  is  plain  to  the 
most  casual  observer  that  we  must  cio  something 
with  the  Boston  Water  Board.  A.ny  person  who 
is  acquainted  with  the  duties  devolving  uoon  it, 
any  one  giving  the  most  careful  attention  to  the 
work  n-quiied  of  it,  knows  that  something  must 
be  done.  What  to  do,  and  how  to  do  it,  are  the 
questions  pressing  upon  the  City  Government, 
and  there  are  almost  as  many  minds  as  there  are 
members.  But  this  point  stands  out  in  bold  relief : 
by  general  consent  it  is  admitted  that  if  we  could 
have  one  man— this  very  one-man  power  that 
is  so  much  opposed  and  objected  to  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  5 — is  what  we  must  have  if  we 
wish  an  efficient  admioistration  of  the  Water 
Board.  Ana  I  think  it  is  true  that  the  entire 
amount  of  labor  devolving  upon  that  board 
is  no  more  than  can  be  done  by  one  man 
giving  his  whole  attention  *o  the  work.  But 
the    obstacle   comes    at    cnce  —  Where    is    the 


man?  who  is  the  man?  and  can  we  trust 
him?  It  has  been  found  in  all  large  trusts 
that  it  is  not  sate  to  put  such  lmge 
functions  in  one  man's  hands,  for  the  reason  that 
they  have  been  abused.  Some  think  there  should 
be  a  commission  of  three  paid  members;  a  large 
number  believe  there  should  be  a  larger  body  for 
consultation  and  debate  as  to  the  course  to  be 
pursued,  with  an  executive  head  to  carry  out  the 
wishes  of  the  board,  and  I  count  myself  on?  of 
this  number.  What  we  want  are  safety,  efficien- 
cy, and  a  sufficient  number  to  discuss  questions 
ansing  and  settle  them  in  the  interest  of  the  city. 
I  believe  it  is  important  that  all  matters  apper- 
taining ro  the  enlargement  and  extension  of 
the  works,  and  to  trie  details  of  the  depart- 
ment should  come  before  the  full  board  for  deter- 
mination and  settlement,  and  I  believe  it  is  highly 
important  that  members  of  the  City  Government 
should  be  members  of  the  Water  Board.  The  ex- 
perience of  the  city  in  another  board  (the  Direc- 
tors for  Public  Institutio  s)  has  shown  conclu- 
sively that  members  of  the  City  Council  should 
have  the  benefit  of  having  some  ^f  their  number 
members  of  that  board,  in  order  that  th6re  may 
be  perfect  harmony  between  the  Council  and  the 
boar  a,  not  only  tor  the  adoption  of  plans  and  the 
maturing  of  the  work,  but  for  the  pioper  con- 
sideration of  the  necessary  resolves  foi  the  ex- 
penditure of  money,  and  tnat  there  may  toe 
those  on  this  floor  who  know  of  their '  own 
knowledge,  and  have  access  to  the  books  and  the 
estimates  ot  the  engineers;  so  that  we  shall  not 
have  to  depend  upon  the  courtesy  of  aay  one,  or 
lun  the  chance  of  getting  wrong  information  by 
the  mlscourtesy  of  any  one.  Now,  sir,  one  great 
obstacle  m  the  way  of  this  board  is  the  fact  that 
taere  is  one  salaried  officer- -or  the  bugbear  of  the 
one-man  power.  The  President  of  this  board 
should  be  a  man  who  is  aole  to  lead  their 
deliberations,  shape  their  policy  and  pre- 
pare the  matter  for  this  board.  It  is  also 
admitted  that  the  time  of  one  man  in  the 
executive  administration  of  the  hoard  is  suffi- 
cient. If  that  is  so  why  should  we  have  three 
men  on  salaries?  It  seems  to  me  to  be  unneces- 
sary'. And  then  comes  iu  this  point,  sir,  mac  to 
pay  salaries  to  three  men  having  coordinate 
duties,  and  equal  salaries  would  require  a  larger 
sum  of  money  than  would  be  needed  under  the 
bill  reported  by  the  committee.  For  instance,  the 
customary^  salary  of  commissioners  under  our 
organization  is  fiotn  $3500  to  $4000.  Now.  sir,  any 
ODe  who  is  familiar  with  the  class  of  skill  anc  the 
class  of  men  required  to  discharge  the  functions 
of  this  office  would  not  pretend  to  say  lhat  $3500 
or  $4000  will  obtain  the  man  that  the  city  of  Boston 
needs  m  the  present  exigency.  Suprjose  then 
that  we  should  fix  the  salary  at  $5000,  and  we 
have  more  labor  than  we  want,  and  more  time 
than  is  necessary.  On  the  other  hand,  suppose 
that  we,  in  a  stretch  of  liberality,  should  fix  the 
salary  of  this  chairman  at  $7500,  and  that  he 
should  be  a  man  who  will  represent  the  city,  »^ho 
will  understand  the  wants  of  the  board  and  of 
the  department,  and  make  all  of  bis  arrangements 
in  keeping.a  man  who  will  command  the  respect  of 
the  City  Government  and  of  his  associates.  I  don't 
hesitate  to  say,  sir,  that  it  will  be  perfectly  possi 
ble  to  obtain  the  services  of  men  as  honorary 
members  of  the  board — citizens  who  cau  give  a 
sufficient  portion  of  their  time  to  attend  to  its  de- 
liberations, its  business  meetings,  to  shape  its  pol- 
icy, and  look  to  the  President  as  the  executive  offi- 
cer of  the  board,  who  is  to  devote  all  his  time  to 
the  business  of  the  board.  I  say  ii  is  no  matter 
of  imagination  in  me  to  suppose  that  that  is  the 
case.  It  has  been  done  in  oilier  cities,  and  can  be 
done  here.  Probaoly  the  most  successful 
administration  of  public  trust  that  the  history 
of  public  affairs  on  this  continent  shows 
was  that  of  the  construction  of  Central  Parkin 
New  York,  involving  the  time  of  a  board  of  seven 
commissioners  from  1857  or  '58  until  1870,  when 
they  were  lotated  by  the  Ring  administration, 
which  obtained  contiol  in  the  citv  of  New  York; 
and  the  organization  of  that  board  was  almost 
identical  with  the  plan  proposed  here.  There 
was  a  larger  and  honorary  board,  and  the  con- 
troller of  the  board  was  the  only  salaried  admin- 
istrative officer.  The  ad  ministration  of  that 
board  was  singularly  honorable,  economical  ana 
successful.  Therefore  it  is  looked  upon  with 
pride  by  New  Yorkers,  and  witn  envy  and 
admiratioa   by    the    whole    country.      The    ex- 

fienditures,  I  think,  amounted  to  something 
ike  $12,000,000,  and  it  was  administered 
successfully  in   every  particular  by    the  board, 
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whoss  services  weie  pertormed  gratuitously, 
except  those  of  tbe  Controller,  who  was  puia. 
Take  our  own  Board  of  Directors  of  Public  Insti- 
tutio  s,  which  contain  this  element  of  representa- 
tion  in  the  City  Council,  the  only  difference  being 
the  bestowal  of  a  sala:  y  upon  tne  president,  who 
in  this  case  would  give  all  his  time,  which 
is  not  exacted  of  the  president  of  the  Directors 
of  Pu'olic  Institutions.  Take  the  workings 
oftheCroton  Water  Board  of  New  Y oik  in  1866 
and  1867.  That  boaid  was  composed  of  thiee 
rnembero  and  the  engineer  ot  the  Cioton  Water 
Board  was  president  of  the  board:  a>rd  he  had 
with  him  a  commissioner  and  as.sist.anr  commis- 
sioner. Tn«  salary  of  the  engineer  was  $7500  and 
thesaiaiyof  his  associates  §5000.  There  was  a 
specimen  of  one-man  power";  tor  it  was  statea  to 
ms  by  thar  engineei  himself  that  the  whole  work 
of  building  a  reservoir  in  the  upper  part  of  -Yew 
York,  costing  bet  ^een  two  and  three  milioos  of 
dollars,  was  executed  without  a  plan  being  ac- 
cepted bv  ohe  board  because  h>s  associates  did 
not  und-rstand  the  netails  and  did  not  want 
to  take  tne  responsibility.  They  left  it 
entirely  to  him,  the  cL  afts  were  drawn  on  the  city 
treasury,  the  ork  completed  and  turned  over  to 
their  successors.  Whar,  I  desi/e  ro  see  accom- 
plished i-  to  see  responsibility  vested  in  one  man, 
wbo  shaM  be  the  executive  bead  nf  aboaid  large 
enough  to  secure  toat  wisdom  which  results  from 
a  multitude  of  cojnsellors,  and  not  ci  have  a  little 
close  coiporaiion  with  ways  of  their  own,  inte- 
peadent  of  the  City  Government.  We  all  know 
the  weaki  ess  of  geDtl  men  having  large  powers 
in  their  hands,  witli  no  one  to  look  after  them.  I 
simply  desire  that  such  checks  and  balances 
shall  be  thrown  around  the  executive 
branches  of  this  Government  that  we  can 
have  that  proper  selection  of  methods  and 
plans  and  policy  that  is  wanted  in  the  Water 
Board  today.  The  policy  having  been  shaped, 
details  arranged  for  execution,  tne  executive  of- 
ficer can  see  that  they  are  properly  carried  out. 
I  am  not  entirely  in  favor  of  the  method  of  ap- 
pointing the  president  of  this  board.  At  r be  out- 
bet  I  was  decidedly  m  favor  of  the  election  cf 
the  president  by  the  board  itself;  and  I  believe 
now  that  is  where;  the  choice  should  be  made. 
When  the  com mictee  came  together  to  consider 
the  subject,  we  found  ourselves  at  variaace,  and 
it  was  thought  that  a  compromise  of  this 
kind  would  secure  an  harmonious  report. 
With  that  end  in  view,  I  consented  to  this 
proposition;  but  it  seems  that  two  gentlemen  re- 
canted, changed  theii  minds  and  made  a  minority 
report.  I  feel,  therefor?,  that  I  am  in  a  sense  ab- 
solved from  any  duty  I  may  have,  as  a  member  of 
the  committee," of  standing  by  the  report  of  the 
majority  in  that  particular.  I  should  therefore 
sanction  a  change  of  the  plan  of  appointing  the 
president  to  an  election  by  the  board  itself, 
though  I  would  cot  initiate  the  movement  myself. 
After  a  careful  consideration  and  examination  of 
the  workings  of  tha  same  svstem  m  other  cities,  I 
think  it  is  the  safest  and  best  method  at  the  pres- 
ent juncture  to  elect  this  board  as  provided  in  the 
maj ority,  barring  out  the  little  change  I  h ave  allud- 
ed to.  During  the  construction  of  the  new  works, 
which  will  occupy  the  better  part  of  two  years, 
and  perhaps  run  into  the  third  year,  there  is  need 
of  some  one  person.,  and  not  more  than  one  per- 
son, who  shall  be  present  at  the  office  of  the  board 
during  certain  hourv.  in  the  day.  who  shall  exam- 
ine the  work  at  the  proper  times  and  be  personal- 
ly cognizant  of  the  affairs  of  the  department.  It 
is  the  need  of  that  officer  that  has  caused  the 
resignation  of  the  president  of  the  board  and  pre- 
cipuatedthis  complication  upon  us.  Mr.  Gogin 
has  said  to  me  frequently  that  one  salaried  officer 
is  sufficient,  and  he,  knowing  what  would  be 
required,  would  be  willing  to  serve  as  an 
honorary  memoer  of  the  board,  giving  such  time 
as  is  necessary  in  exatuinrng,  deliberating  upon 
and  maturing  the  plan  and  the  necessary  orders 
to  be  passed ;  and  I  believe  that  is  true  of  those 
gentlemen  who  have  served  upon  the  board,  and 
that  they  will  be  wdling  to  cooperate  upon  a 
board  of  this  ktnd.  I  think  we  <  an  get  a  better 
board  by  this  plan  than  if  we  have  three  paid 
men.  Therefore,  after  a  consideration  of  all  the 
methods  which  can  be  availed  of  at  this  juncture, 
I  feel  that  the  report  of  the  majority  will  meet 
my  views  better  than  any  other,  and  I  will  give  it 
my  cordial  support. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6 — I  was  surprised  to  be  so 
soon  reminded  of  a  young  woman  I  had  read 
about  in  the  Transcript  this  evening,  in  the  letter 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  [Mr.  Fitzgerald]  to 


the  editor  of  tbe  Pilot;  but  when  the  gentleman 
came  to  make  the  application  ot  the  tory  I  didn't 
see  that  he  w'as  equal  to  the  occasion.  I  am  y-t 
in  the  dark  as  to  how  I  resemble  that  young-  vso- 
rnan.  But,  to  be  serious  upon  this  subject,  the 
matter  lies  simply  here;  the  majority  propose 
that  there  shall  be  nine  members  of  this  Water 
Board,  one  paid  and  tn^  others  serving  without 
pay;  the  o.e  who  is  paid  having  oo  more  authori- 
ty, and  bis  v  te  counting  no  more,  than  that  of 
any  of  the  other  eight.  His  povfer,  as  a  member 
of  the  board,  when  rt  comes  to  a  t-st  ques- 
tion, is  no  greater  than  that  of  anv  other 
member,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  if 
we  give  hiai  x.ower  and  hold  him  responsible 
for  the  labor  we  expect  or  hia>,  that  would  be  one 
thing;  but  he  is  liable  at  any  moment  to  have  a 
small  number  of  these  outskla  members  coming 
in  to  blcc'4  the  wheels  and  prevent  him  fron  do- 
ing what  he  thinks  ought  tob-  dons.  He  will  be 
supposed  to  know  all  about  the  thing  and  to  have 
studied  up  the  whole  bust  ess  of  the  Water  Board; 
but  if  he  has  only  ore  vote  out  of  nine  to  carry 
out  his  views  it  seem?  re  me  that  under  those  cir- 
Cttuinta  ces  he  L;ai  well  say  th  t  he  is  not  respon- 
sible tor  the  way  things  are  done  or  left  untione. 
We  ought  to  have  some  one  in  tbe  Wat°r  Boaro. 
to  whom  we  can  look  aod  hold  responsible  for  the 
things  that  aredoo«  ,  so  that  when  anytuiDgisdoue 
wrong  we  cannot  bave  it  said  by  everybody.  Why, 
that  was  r't  my  doing;  or  throw  it  off  from  one 
man  to  another,  so  that  no  one  will  know  who  did 
it.  If  there  are  tbiee  men  upon  the  board,  n  will 
take  two  to  carry  out  a  measure,  ar  d  there  will  be 
a  direct  responsibility.  The  gi  eat  trouble  in  the 
City  Government  is  the  shirking  of  responsibility ; 
we  cannot  tell  whose  fault  it  was  whet,  a  thing  is 
done  or  left  undone.  It  is  so  in  this  Council,  com- 
posed ot  a  large  body  of  rr.en — we  eaaoct  tell  who 
is  responsible  for  anything;  and  it  will  be  tbe 
same  in  the  Water  Board  proposed  by  the  major- 
ity. The  president  will  say  ha  had  beeu 
so  interfered  with  that  bis  plans  could 
n'vt  be  carried  out;  while  others  would 
say,  We  had  to  trust  it  to  the  president, and  there- 
fore we  are  not  resoonsible,  It  seems  to  me  to  be 
no  great  work  of  imagrnation  to  amve  at  the 
opinion  that  such  a  difficulty  will  arise,  though  it 
is  not  certain  to  occur.  It  may  be  that  this  scheme 
worked  well  in  the  case  of  Ce  atral  Park  in  New 
York,  and  that  it  may  have  done  so  in  other  cases ; 
but,  because  that  is  the  ca«e,  ic  don't  follow  tnat 
we  ought  to  adopt  n  in  another  case.  It  is  a  ques- 
tion whether  we  will  have  one  man  with  no  re- 
sponsibility or  three  men  upon  whom  the  respon- 
sibility can  be  fixed. 

Mr.  Howe?  of  Ward  11— The  difficulty  with  the 
argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  is  that 
it  proves  too  much.  If  this  system  of  having  a 
loose  commission,  in  which  «ne  man  is  paid  and 
eight,  or  an  indefinite  number,  are  not,  is  so  au- 
vantageous  as  he  claims  it  to  be,  it  certainly 
ought  to  be  applied  to  every  department.  But 
the  difficulty  with  that  plan,  as  I  conceive  it,  is 
this :  the  paid  commissioner  will  have  all  the 
power  and  the  other  members  will  be  nonentities 
Admitting  that  the  system  worked  well  in  the 
case  of  Central  Paik,  and  that  it  may  do  so  in  all 
others,  the  city  might  as  well  bave  one  man  ap- 
pointed to  be  Water  or  Health  Commissioner  and 
have  entire  charge  of  the  department.  But  such 
princrples  are,  to  my  mind,  repugnant  to  the  the- 
ory of  our  City  Government.  They  do  very 
well  if  you  have  the  right  man.  If  tbts  commis- 
sion is  appointed  in  this  way,  it  seems  to  me  ut- 
terly impossible  but  for  it  to  result  in  one  of  two 
things,  either  the  paid  commissioner  must  be  a 
small  autocrat  in  his  way,  and  the  "ther  members 
of  the  board  his  humble  servants,  or  else  he  will 
be  merely  the  secretary  to  register  the  decrees  of 
the  board.  If  he  is  a  man  of  strong  mental  cali- 
bre he  will  oven  tile  them,  and  compel  them  to 
acquiesce;  if  thsy  are  stronger  than  he  is,  he  will 
sink  down  to  a  mere  assistant.  I  do  not  think  we 
desire  either  of  these  two.  The  plan  proposed  by 
the  majority  is  more  intricate  than  the  present 
system  of  a  loose  commission;  itoffets  neither  the 
satisfaction  of  the  present  one,  nor  the  compact- 
ness and  efficiency  of  a  paid  board.  I  hope  the 
report  of  the  minority  will  prevail. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9— When  I  first  read  these 
reports  I  felt  that  that  of  the  minority  came  nearer 
my  views  on  the  subject  than  that  of  the  majori- 
ty ;  but  on  rsflection,  and  especially  after  hearing 
what  seems  to  have  been  the  excellent  argument 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12, 1  think  that  the 
majority  report  ought  to  be  accepted,  for  the 
reason  that  the  work  under  a  board  so  organized 
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wouid  be  better  done,  ana  r*e  should  more  dhect- 
ly  get  at  tbe  results  for  which  we  strive.  Geteral- 
ly  in  works  of  a  public  uatuie  it  is  an  excellent 
plan  for  us  to  rake  notice  of  what  is  done  by  men 
of  intelligence  and  experiei.c- in  laige  buriness 
affairs.  It  is  always  found  that  such  individuals, 
who  nave  much  at  stake,  manage  their  affairs 
mors  economically  and  better  in  everyway  than 
those  of  a  public  Venture  are  managed.  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  plan  proposed  by  the  majority  of 
ths  committee  comes  nearer  that  which  would  be 
adopted  by  individuals,  and  tor  this  reason:  un- 
der this  ordinance  the  president  would  stand 
somewhat  in  the  ijosition  of  a  president  of  a  large 
bank  with  his  eight  directors.  "  He  is  expected  to 
take  all  the  responsibility,  lay  out  tne  work  and 
present  it  to  his  directors  to  have  their  judgment 
upon  it;  he  is  bound  by  their  votes:  he  cannot 
take  action  if  they  vot;  to  the  contrary  ;  he  can 
have  all  the  advice  and  suggestions  tbey  aie  ca- 
pable of  giving,  and  finally  the  responsibility 
rests  upon  him.  As  was  suggested  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12,  keeping  in  view  the  question 
of  economy,  the  city  can  afford  to  pay 
such  a  man  a  libeial  salary,  and  thereby 
command  the  services  of  one  of  flrst-rate 
ability,  and  ctill  have  it  cost  m  uch  less  than  if  the 
salaries  were  divided  among  three  men.  The  re- 
,  suit  will  probably  be  that  the  amount  paid  for  the 
salary  would  be  altogether  out  of  proportion  to 
the  woik  done,  or  else  it  would  be  divided  so  that, 
instead  of  giving  one  first-class  man  a  large  sal- 
ary, we  shoulci  pay  three  second  or  thira  class 
men  small  salaries.  I  did  not  anticipate  any  of 
tne  ideas  suggested  by  the  gentleman  fiom  Ward 
11.  He  seems  to  imply  that  this  form  would  be 
contrary  to  all  practice  in  the  City  Government, 
and,  if  my  inference  is  right,  it  would  be  some- 
what undemocratic.  It  strikts  me  entire- 
ly different.  If  it  were  left  to  tlnee 
men,  and  the  Council  were  not  reprrsent- 
ed,  that,  to  repeat  an  expression  used 
once  before  tonight,  would  certainly  be  a  sort  of 
close  corpoiacion,  whose  proceedings  it  would  be 
extietnely  difficult  to  find  out,  and  who  might  take 
action  contrary  to  the  views  of  the  City  Council. 
By  the  caajority  report  che  City  Council  is  very 
well  represented  on  the  board;  if  any  question 
comes  up  concerning  the  working  of  th°  board,  or 
if  any  question  aiiL.es  in  the  Council  as  to  the  tx- 
pendituie,  there  will  be  an  opportunity  for  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board  to  answer  tbe  questions  pro- 
posed, to  explain  a  -vay  false  imoressions.  keep  the 
board  in  better  accord  with  the  City  Coun- 
cil, and  keep  the  Council  better  informed 
ot  what  is  goiv.ar  on  in  the  board.  There 
will  ihen  be  less  to  risk  of  anything 
wrong  being  done,  because  tne  City  Council  will 
always  have  an  opportunity  to  call  tne  boaid  to 
account  by  requiring  an  explanation  from  the 
members  on  this  floor;  whereas,  if  it  had  to  be 
done  througn  an  investigating  committee,  the 
performa  ceof  the  duty  may  be  snunoen  and  put 
off,  and  we  should  not  get  at  the  tacts  «o  well  as 
we  would  under  tbe  system  proposed  by  the  ma- 
jority. The  gentleman  trom  Wata  12  has  made 
an  excellent  and  almost  exhaustive  argument 
upon  the  merits  ot  the  question ,  and  it  is  uot 
necessary  to  repeat  what  has  been  said,  i  also 
line  his  suggestion  in  regard  to  the  ap- 
pointment ot  president;  not  that  I  have 
not  confidence  that  if  ihe  thing  were 
started  today,  the  Mayor  would  make  an  excellent 
appointment,  but  as  a  matter  of  principle,  I  think 
that  this  board  of  nine  men,  chosen  for  their  pecu- 
liar knowledge  or  adapt  tion  to  the  proposed 
business,  would  be  better  qualified  to  choose  their 
own  pre.-ident,  and  liave  better  opportunities  of 
ascertaining  his  fitness,  thau  perhaps  the  Mayor 
might  nave.  Therefore  I  hope  the  majority  re- 
port will  pass,  and  that  the  amendment  suggested 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  will  be  incor- 
porated in  it. 

Mr.  .Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  am  very  glad  I  suggest- 
ed discussion  upon  this  subject.  It  has  brought 
out  a  good  deal  of  light.  Now,  sir,  1  like  very 
much  most  of  what  thr,  gentlemen  from  Ward  12 
aassaid;it  shows  that  he  understands  the  .-ub- 
jectot'  apaik.  But  nevertheless  I  am  quite  as 
familiar  with  the  park  question  in  New  York, 
and  I  have  studied  that  matter  for  manv  year  , 
The  first  law  for  a  park  was  passed  in  1856,  and  it 
empowered  a  large  body  r>f  nine  or  eleven  com- 
missioners—I  tt.ifrk  it  was  nine— and  ths  voile 
was  commenced  that  year.  Front  year  to  year 
that  body  was  greatly  redr.ced  in  numbers,  .and 
now  they  have  got  down  to  a  practical  working 
body,     which      it      was      all     the     time,     but 


had  to  be  changed.  My  friend  ought  to 
know;  that  instead  ot  $12,000,000,  they  have 
spent  $63,000,000,  up  to  the  first  ot  last 
February,  which  has  been  the  cost  of  the 
parks  of  New  York,  i  state  it  on  my  own  respon- 
sibility and  I  know  it.  Thirty-t  w  millions  of"  the 
amount  have  besn  contrrbuted  by  the  abutters, 
and  of  the  $31,000,000  paid  out  of  the  city  ti  easury 
$26,000,000  have  been  got  back  by  taxation,  ana 
the  result  is,  today,  that  the  cost  ot  the  parks 
is  less  than  $6,000,000,  and  if  thev  go  on  in 
the  same  ratio  as  they  have  gore  on,  at  the  end  of 
one  year  from  last.  February  they  will  have  paid 
every  dollar  of  that,  and  in  the  next  five 
years,  in  the  same  ratio,  they  will  have 
paid  every  oollar  of  tae  entire  park  debt  and 
left  eleven  millions  in  the  treasury  to  tbe  credit  of 
Central  Park.  That  has  been  the  great  success  of 
the  Park  Commission  in  New  York.  I  wont  say  it 
is  the  only  one,  but  it.  is  the  only  one  I  have  studied 
thoroughly.  Now,  consistency  is  said  be  be  a 
jewel,  and  it  is  a  bright  one.  A  ftw  months  ago 
we  had  before  us  the  question  of  a  park  commis- 
sion, a  id  it  was  proposed  that  no  member  of  the 
City  Council  snould  op  a  member  of  the  commis- 
sion at  the  same  time.  My  worthy  friend  from 
Ward  9  [Mr.  Jaqnes]  advocateo  that  nroposition  ; 
but  he  comes  in  today  ai-d  says  it  is  highly  neces- 
sarv  that  some  membeis  of  the  water  commission 
should  be  membeis  of  the  City  Council.  "Consis- 
tency, thou  art  a  jewel."  At  that  time  I  advo- 
cated an  amendment  offered  by  th;  geutleman 
from  Ward  9  (Mr.  Pe^booy]  and  seconded  by  his 
able  colleague.  I  believen  i\  to  be  right  then,  and 
I  believe  it  to  be  right  now.  I  have  h,  d  the  pleas- 
ure of  voting  for  gentlemen  here  to  be  mem- 
bers of  the  Water  Board;  they  are  men 
competent  for  th?ir  places,  and  I  should 
do  so  tcday  if  the  ordinance  were  ot  that 
nature.  But  I  believe  the  body  too  large. 
I  want  a  practical  working  body,  but  upon  the 
same  principle  by  which  annost  everybody  voted 
for  the  amendment  to  the  park  order,  by  which 
no  member  of  that  commission  could  be  members 
ot  the  City  Government.  I  say  that  no  member 
of  the  City  Council  should  be  a  member  of  the 
Water  Board.  Either  drop  one  or  the  other.  I 
believe  this  discussion  is  going  to  do  a  great  deal 
of  good  upon  this  important  measure.  Let  us 
hav-  a  good  Water  Board.  If  the  bank  directors 
that  my  friend  speaks  of  had  done  their  duty, 
and  not  left  everything  to  the  president,  Abra- 
ham Jackson  should  not  have  swindled  people  out 
of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dolla'S.  I  believe 
that  every  man  who  is  a  bank  director  owes  it 
to  the  stockholders  ano  the  public  to  examine 
every  piece  of  paper  that  passes  through  the 
bank.  I  would  n''t  leave  this  question  to  one  man. 
Let  us  have  three:  paid  men,  and  pay  them  well. 
Give  us  three  good,  able  men;  I  care  not  who 
they  are.  Give  me  brains,  first-class  brairs.  I 
don't  care  whether  he  be  from  one  class  of 
the  community  or  another.  I  £o  for  com- 
petency. My  friend  from  Ward  9  wants  a 
first-class  man— I  don't  mean  those  men  who  are 
rated  fir  t  class  because  thf  y  walk  in  certain  oaths 
of  life.  Give  me  discretion,  brains,  men  who  dare 
to  do  right,  men  bold  enough  to  declare  an  opinion 
and  standby  it.  If  it  is  shown  that  he  is  wrong, 
he  will  take  the  back  track  as  I  have  done  two  or 
three  times  here.  I  care  not  which  "vard  he  comes 
from  or  lives  in,  or  to  what  church  be  belongs, 
or  what  the  color  of  his  cheek.  I  remember  our 
great  war  governor  said  —I  heard  it  from  his  own 
lips— ''I  know  not  what  reward  or  j  unishment 
awaits  me  in  the  world  to  come;  but,  sir,  this  I  do 
know,  that  I  never  was  so  mean  as  to  despise  a 
man  because  he  was  poor,  because  ho  was  igno- 
rant, or  oecause  he  was  black  "  I  don't  call  up 
the  classes  of  society.  Call  up  men  of  brains  and 
judgment  and  put  them  upon  your  Water  Board, 
whether  they  live  upon  Beacon  Hill,  Fort  Hill  or 
Bunker  Hill,  or  in  the  sickly  valley  of  the  Back 
Bav.  Give  me  three  men  who  would  ait  down 
and  con  over  every  question  ana  contract  with- 
out fear  and  without  tavor. 

Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11 — The  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  has  stated  the  case  fairly  and  well,  so  far 
as  the  large  number  of  the  board  is  conceint-d. 
The  illustration  of  che  bank  director,  it  seems  to 
me,  is  a  vsry  poor  one.  In  this  case  it  is  intended 
that  the  entire  board  shall  meet  every  day,  "pre- 
serve complete  records  ot  their  meeting,  giving 
the  names  of  the  members  present,  their  votes 
and  doings  thereat,''  etc.  I  do  not  understand 
that  the  bank  directors  meet  every  day,  and 
1  don't  s.-e  how  this  department  cam  be  carried 
on  without  the  botrd  meeting  every  day.    I  don't 
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see  1  ow  a  majority  of  rive  can  be  compelled 
to  come  every'  day,  an.i  I  think  there  should 
be  something:  to  meet  that  objection.  As  to  the 
board  selecting  its  own  chairman,  that  seems  to 
be  very  foolish  icceed.  It  is  said  that  it  may  be 
well  to  pay  the  president  $7500  or  some  large'sal- 
ary.  We  want  an  efficient  man  for  president;  he 
must  be  selectel  in  advance,  and  it  is  foolish  to 
suppose  that  all  these  gentlemen  would  be  worth 
$7500.  Nine  men  would  be  chosen  by  the  City 
Council  and  thev  would  choo=s  one  ot  their  num- 
ber to  receive  an  exorbitant  salary.  It  seems  to 
me  that  the  president  must  b«  selected  before  he 
comes  into  tae  board,  or  the  eight  other  members 
must  suggest  him,  so  that  it  would  be  virtually 
taking  the  election  out  of  their  hands. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9—1  suppose  it  is  expected 
that  I  should  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
5.  I  have  no  wish  to  weary  the  patience  of  the 
Council,  and  will  only  allude  to  one  point,  and 
that  is  a  waet  of  consistency  in  advocating  that 
member?  of  the  Council  shall  be  members  of  this 
board  while  I  opposed  their  being  oo  the  Park 
Commission.  It  seems  to  ms  that  there  is  this 
differenc" — In  the  first  place  I  don't  recollect 
ever  offering  anv  amendment  to  the  park  order 
or  ever  taking  any  special  part  in  regard  to  tbat 
order,  whatever,  and  I  am  willing  to  let  that 
pass.  But  the  difference  seems  to  be  this— 
In  the  Park  Commission  the  commissioners 
are  to  have  a  wice  r^nge  for  their  judg- 
ment and  discretion;  they  are  to  select  the 
locality  for  a  p  <rk  and  the  Council  is  to  provide 
the  money  to  pay  for  it.  It  seems  to  me,  There- 
fore, that  the  two  departmpnts  should  be  entirely 
distinct.  But  in  the  case  of  the  Water  Board  the 
president  is  the  executive  officer  and  the  rest  of 
the  maaabers  are  advisory.  Tl  e  duties  of  that 
board  are  of  an  administrative  nature;  the  work 
will  soon  become  a  regular  routine  duty,  requir- 
ing the  attention  of  one  thoroughly  competent 
man,  and  the  re?t  of  the  board  areto  act  as  ad- 
visers. Another  gentleman  thinks  my  analogy  ir. 
regard  to  the  bans  president  is  a  poor  one.  It  may 
be  so.  I  merely  alluded  to  it  as  one  naturally 
occurring  to  me.  But  it  seems  to  me  that 
it  is  not  «o  misapolied  as  he  seems  to  suggest.  He 
seems  to  imply  tbat  it  is  tor  the  president  to  carry 
on  rbs  affairs  of  the  baok,  and  that  the  directors 
have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  I  know  than  in  the 
bank  with  which  I  am  connected  t'ae  board  has  a 
great  deal  to  do  in  saying  what  should  be  done. 
We  have  regular  meetiogs,  an  3  no  note  is  dis- 
counted without  the  action  of  the  board.  The 
president  is  the  executive  officer  of  the  board, 
and  the  directors  say  what  shall  be  done ;  he  can- 
not take  the  responsibility  of  exercising  his  judg- 
ment in  a  case  except  it  is  approved  by  his  board. 
So  it  seems  that  in  this  case  the  president 
would  not  require  a  meeting  of  his  board 
every  day,  or  very  frequently,  but  in  the 
regular  routine  of  his  duti°s,  as  previously  agreed 
upon  at  some  meeting  of  the  board,  he  would  be 
doin?  the  administrative  duties  of  his  office.  It 
is  highly  important  that  there  should  be  one 
man  there  all  the  time,  who  is  charsred  with  such 
outies.  In  regard  to  the  importance  of  having  a 
first-class  man,  I  don't  think  it  is  necessary  to  de- 
fine what  that  means,  although  an  effort  has 
been  made  to  throw  discredit  upon  the  term.  I 
think  every  man  of  intelligence  here  feels  that 
we  do  need  a  first-class  man  for  a  president  of 
the  Water  Board. 

Mr.  Power  of  Ward  21 — I  hope  the  majority  re- 
port will  prevail.  The  matter  has  been  pretty 
well  discussed,  and  I  am  of  the  opirion  that  one 
paid  man  will  answer  the  purpose  as  well  as  three, 
inasmuch  as  the  board  will  meet  to  transact  im- 
portant business.  In  conversation  with  some 
gentlemen  on  the  Water  Board  in  Charlestown, 
they  expressed  the  opinion  th?t  one  competent 
salaried  head  would  be  an  advantage,  and  thev 
thought  that  would  obviate  the  present  difficulty. 
After  hearing  the  argument  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12, 1  should  prefer  to  vote  for  the 
majority  report  in  Place  of  tbat  of  the  minority. 

Mr.  WiPror.  of  Ward  12—1  desire  to  make  a  little 
more  plain  the  idea  I  bad  in  comparing  the  larger 
and  the  smaller  boards.  I  took  occasion  to  speak 
of  the  experience  of  the  Croton  Yater  Board, 
and  at  the  time  of  which  I  spoke  they  were  elect- 
ed by  the  City  Council  of  New  York.'  The  execu- 
tive head  had  two  men  to  override,  and  it  did  not 
militate  against  the  system.  When  the  ring  came 
in,  they  gave  the  appointment  into  the  hands  of 
the  mayor,  and  bad  men  were  put  on  the  board 
and  remaiued  there  till  the  exposure  a  few  years 
affo.   I  adhere  to  the  statement  I  made  of  the  work 


of  the  Central  Park  Commissionjand  with  a  knowl- 
edge of  tbe  facts  up  to  1868,  at  which  time  Central 
Park  was  substantially  completed,  there  had  been 
an  expenditure  of  $12,000,000  by  a  board  then  con- 
sisting of  seven  or  nine  members.  I  speak  this 
advisedly  and  from  a  knowledge  of  the  fact,  hav- 
ing a  copy  of  every  report  thev  have  made.  In 
1868  an  enlargement  of  the  public  parks  was  put 
into  the  hands  of  three  commissioners  appointed 
by  the  mavor.  Wh^n  tbe  Ring  acquired  control 
of  New  York  they  wished  co  manipulate  the 
board  and  reduced  i:,  and  they  have  saddled 
^he  city  with  a  great  oebt.  I  am  glad,  to  know 
'  that  it  is  so  soon  to  be  paid.  But  I  make  the 
criticism  upon  the  minority  report  that  it  is  not 
democratic.  If  gentlemen  will  turn  to  the  time 
when  the  first  assembly  was  in  to^n  meeting,  the 
money  was  there  appropriated  for  all  thepurposes 
of  a  municipality.  Times  changed,  and  the  town 
meetiug  was  centralized  into  a  representa- 
tive vote  in  the  Citv  Government.  Now,  sir, 
the  time  has  come  when  that  system  has 
been  found  incompetent,  an.i  it  is  tried 
to  substitute  what?  Not  a  democracy;  the 
representatives  of  the  perple  are  not  to  be  con- 
sulted at  all  in  the  appointment  of  their  agents. 
Under  this  pi oposed  system  the  representatives 
of  tbe  people  come  here  to  appropriate  money, 
and  having  that  they  mi^ht  as  well  go  home. 
Tbat  system  is  not  in  harmony  with  democratic 
principles  and  I  object  to  itintcto.  Now,sir,place 
the  expenditure  of  chese  vast  sums  in  the  hands  of 
men  responsible  only  to  the  Mayor.  Gentlemen 
will  come  here  who  are  as  modest  in  their  expres- 
sion of  opionioo  as  I  am.  They  do  not  desire  to 
oppose  a  nomination  coming  from  a  respectable 
source,  and  ihe  confirmation  is  made  without  op- 
position. I  do  not  believe  that  way  of  selecting 
boards  is  democratic.  I  believe  it  is  a 
mistake  to  alienate  the  administration  of 
affairs  from  the  constant  examination  of  mem- 
bers of  the  City  Government,  and  in  the  appoiit- 
mt nt  of  commissions,  I  believe  it  would  be  better 
to  have  tne  larger  board,  and  have  as  many  mem- 
bers receive  a  salary  as  are  necessary,  and  have 
members  of  the  City  Council  on  each 
board.  We  should  then  letain  a  knowl- 
edge of  every  expenditure,  and  pay  salaries 
to  none  exeept  those  who  devote  their 
whole  time  to  the  duty.  I  think  that  is  the  theory 
we  shall  be  obliged  to  adopt  hereafter,  and  I  be- 
lieve in  startiao  right.  I  believe  tbe  business  un- 
der this  plan  will  be  transacted  more  regularly, 
methodically,  rapidly  and  successfully  where  the 
departments  and  the  Government  are  in  harmony. 

Mr.  Devereux  of  Ward  22  said  he  had  learned  a 
great  deal,  aod  asked  whether  the  appointment 
of  the  Mayor  was  democratic. 

Mr.  Wil?on  said  he  had  explicitly  stated  that  he 
did  not  think  it  was,  and  he  repeated  his  explana- 
tion of  tbat  provision  of  the  ordinance.  He  con- 
cluded as  follows:  If  we  are  to  have  the 
one-man  power  I  want  a  man  who  can 
carry  eight  m^n  with  him.  He  must  be  so  prompt, 
earnest'and  cogent  in  his  reasons,  that  he  can 
compel  a  board  of  eight  men  to  agree  with  him, 
and  not  simoly  carry  two  along  with  him.  I  think, 
therefore,  that  this  position  requires  a  greater 
amount  of  ability  and  tact  and  force  in  the  course 
of  the  business  of  a  larger  board  thau  in  a  smaller 
one. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  ordered,  and  the  motion  to  substitute 
the  minority  repott  for  the  majority  was  lost- 
yea;  23,  nays  33 : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Brackett,  Burditt,  Crocker,  Cush- 
ing,  Cushman,  Day,  Felt,  Goldthwait,  Guild, 
Howe?,  Kimball,  Loring,  Newton,  Page,  Parker, 
Perkins,  Pierce,  Sampson,  Shaw,  Sprague,  Wads- 
worth,  Whitcomb,  Willcutt— 23. 

Nays— Messrs.  Barry,  Burgees.  Cawley,  Clarke, 
Curtis,  Damon,  Devereux,  Duggan,  Edwards, Har- 
mon, Hicks,  Hiscox,  Jaques,  Kelley,  Kingsbury, 
Kingsley,  Lappen,  Leighton,  Moley,  Mooney,  Mor- 
rison, Noyes,  Osborne,  Peabody,  Power,  Sibley, 
Stacey.  Sweetser,  Train,  Walbridge,  Whitmore, 
Wilbur,  Wilson— 33. 

The  ordinance  of  the  majority  was  then  passed. 
Sent  up. 

FOUBTH  OF  JULY. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  Council  voted  to  adhere  to  its 
former  action  oa  the  order  for  celebrating  the 
Fourth  of  July,  and  spoke  in  favor  of  making  the 
sum  $10,000,  but  pending  action  the  Council,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Wa>-d  4  voted — 25  for, 
24  against— to  adjourn. 
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GITY   OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

JUNE    3,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M.» 
Halsey  J.  Boirdman,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPEKS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMKN  FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Petitions  of  W.  H.  Ryan  and  W.  B.  Chapiln 
severally  referred. 

Order  authorizing  the  ivlayor  to  reU  a~e  to  Elea- 
zer  E.  Bradsdaw  his  estate  on  Mam  street,  sold 
for  non-payment  of  betterment  assessment  taxes, 
on  payment  being  made  of  the  amount  agrped 
upon  by  the  Committee  on  Streets,  as  therein  set 
forth.    Parsed. 

Order  requesting  the  Mayor  co  appoint,  subject 
to  confirmation,  suitable  persons,  not  exceeding 
300,  to  serve  as  police  officers  on  the  17th  inst.  Or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  the  Committee  on 
Health  to  purchase  eight  street-sweeping  ma- 
chines, at  a  cost  not «  xceeding  $ 350  each. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading,  and 
Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  uooved  a  suspension  of 
the  juIp  rhat  it  might  be  put  on  its  passage,  that 
the  machines  may  be  procured  and  put  to  work  as 
soon  as  possible,  as  the  Superintendent  of  Health 
content  alates  having  the  streets  cleaner  on  the 
Seventeenth  of  June  than  they  have  ever  been 
before. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  opposed  the  suspension  of 
the  lule ;  he  had  opposed  the  purchase  of  the  ma- 
chine-, in  the  first  place,  because  of  their  high 
cost  and  because  they  would  throw  many  laboring 
men  out  of  employment.  In  behalf  of  absent 
members  of  the  Committee  on  Health,  and  m  his 
own  behalf,  he  desired  the  order  to  lie  over. 

Mr.  Perkins  thought  the  matter  was  thor- 
oughly understood;  only  one  member  of  the  com- 
mittee was  absent  and  he  had  voter!  for  purchas- 
ing the  machines  at  $375;  and  thev  are  to  ba  ob- 
tained at  a  less  sum  than  the  report  indicated,  of 
which  he  was  verygiad.  If  the  machines  are  to 
be  had,  thej  should  be  procured  now.  No  labor- 
ers are  to  be  turned  out  of  employment;  the  streets 
are  to  be  swept  a-.d  kept  in  better  condition  than 
now,  and  the  Superintendent  intends  that  strang- 
ers visiting  Boston  on  the  Centennial  shall  see  the 
cleanest  city  m  America. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  13  inquired  if  the  machines 
are  now  in  use  in  this  city. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20  said  such  machines  are  in 
use  in  Boston,  but  none  of  the  e{ght  referred  to; 
there  are  four  aoout  ready  for  use,  and  the  com- 
mittee a,re  waiting  for  the  action  of  the  Council  to 
purchase  them.  Heads  of  other  departments 
hope  they  will  be  procured.  Considerable  time 
haa  been  spent  in  investigating  the  question  of 
the  infringement  of  the  patents,  and  the  matter 
had  reen  well  matured. 

Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3  said  he  had  informa- 
tion fiom  a  member  of  the  committee  that  each 
machine  would  do  away  with  seven  laborers,  and 
the?  ight  would  throw  fifty-six  men  out  of  employ- 
ment. 

Mr.  Wilbur  did  not  think  that  any  argument 
against  the  machine.  He  had  seen  such  machines 
on  the  streets,  and  he  wanted  to  know  if  the  ones 
proposed  to  be  purchased  are  of  the  same  make. 

Mr.  Perkins  said  that  a  year  ago  one  was  pur- 
chased for  $500,  which  worked  satisfactorily. 
Thr-re  is  also  an  English  machine  m  use,  for  which 
the  same  price  was  paid. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7  asked  if  the  commit- 
tee had  any  knowledge  as  to  the  working  of  the  ma- 
chine in  other  cities.  A  few  weeks  since  be  saw  in 
a  Washington  paper  that  machines  similar  to  these 
had  not  worked  well,  and  it  was  proposed  to  dis- 
pense with  them  altogether,  because  they  cannot 
thoroughly  sweep  scons  or  paved  roads  o'rwooden 
pavements. 

Mr.  Perkins  said  the  committee  witnessed  at) 
expeuuient  with  the  machine  on  one  of  the  worst 
cobble-stone  pavements  m  the  city,  where  it 
worked  satisfactorily;  it  was  then  taken  to  Beacon 
street  and  worked  vastly  moie  f  atisfact  >rily,  be- 
cause the  road  is  more  even.  That  rame  machine 
ha3  been  in  use  a  year  and  has  given  entire  satis- 
faction. Machines  similar  to  this  have  been  in 
use  in  New  York  a  long  time,  and  have  given  sat- 
isfaction, and  would  hav  done  better  if  a  certain 
bru3h  had  been  allowed  to  be  used,  which  was 
prevented  by  a  rattan  ring  theie,  but  whkh  it  is 
proposed  to  use  here. 


Mr.  Clarke  of  Waid  15  noticed  an  Englih  ma- 
chine at  work,  last  Saturday,  on  Commercial 
street,  by  the  Quiocy  Market,  wheie  the  cobble- 
stone pavement  is  very  uneven.  It  swept  the 
street  thoroughly  and  rapidly.  The  men  who 
were  hoeing  in  the  gutters,  in  reply  to  questions, 
told  him  they  liked  the  machine,  and  it  worked 
well,  and  that  the  American  machine  did  better 
than  the  Eagluh  one.  He  followed  it  some  dis- 
tance and  found  that  it  woiked  admirably. 

Mr.  Shaw  had  nothing  to  say  against  the  ma- 
chines, for  he  had  seen  them  work.  But  the  com- 
mittee differ.  The  first  proposition  was  $500,  then 
it  was  $400,  and  now  it  is  $350.  At  the  last  meet- 
ing of  the  commii  tee  there  was  considerable  de- 
bate upon  it.  Four  machines  had  been  contract- 
ed for' by  the  honorable  committee,  and  that 
should  be  supported.  "Little  by  little  the  bird 
builds  her  aeot,"  and  little  by  little  does  the  fall 
and  winter  destroy  it;  and  little  by  little  they 
come  from  $500  down  to  $350  by  a  little  square 
talk.  The  machines  are  woitb  no  more  now 
than  a  month  ago,  and  they  can  be  had  now 
for  $350.  l'hey  should  be  procured  at  the  lowest 
price.  He  did  not  facti  nisly  opposj  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule;  but  themachioes  have  been  in 
use  for  several  days  at  least,  and  as  no  time  would 
be  gainQd  he  hoped  the  rule  would  not  be  sus- 
pended. 

Mi .  Or.borne  of  Waid8  inquired  how  long  the 
brushes  in  these  machines  would  last. 

Mr.  Sib  lev  did  not  know  that, ;  he  knew  the  Su- 
perintendent was  satisfied  with  them,  and  the 
Chairman  of  the  committee  last  year  said  he 
would  buy  twenty  of  them  if  they  could  be  had  at 
a  fair  price.  He  believed  a  necessity  existed  for 
the  machines,  and  hoped  the  rule  would  be  sus- 
pended. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13  thought  this  matter  of 
brushes  should  be  looked  into,  and  cited  the  case 
of  the  trustees  of  the  City  Hospital  who  pur- 
chased a  washing  machine,  but  found  that  one 
particular  part  wnen  worn  out  could  not  bs  re- 
placed without  paying  a  royalty  on  a  patent;  and 
there  was  a  claim  against  the  city  for  infringe- 
ment. 

Mr.  Osborne  of  Ward  8  said  that  iu  New  York 
he  had  been  told  a  brush  would  last  a  month  or 
six  weeks,  and  cost  about  $40  to  be  replaced, 
which  would  be  very  expensive  in  the  end. 

Mr.  Perkins  said'  that  matter  was  entirely  un- 
derstood, though  he  could  not  give  the  exact  fig- 
ures. 

Mr.  Osborne  said  he  would  like  to  know  about 
what  would  be  the  cost  of  the  brush. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  the  order  was  read 
a  second  time  and  passed. 

Amendment  to  insert  "consider  the  expediency 
of  reporting,"  instead  of  "report,"  in  the  order 
for  an  ordinance  that  all  boards  and  committees 
employ  the  City  Architect  when  the  services  of  an 
architect  become  necessary  in  their  several  de- 
partments.   Concurred. 

The  order  for  the  celebration  of  the  Fourth  of 
July  next  came  down  with  the  non-concurrence 
of  the  other  branch  in  those  amendments  which 
provide  for  aa  increase  of  the  committee,  and  an 
expense  of  $15,000.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Harrigan  of 
Ward  1,  the  Council  voted  to  adhere— 34  for,  24 
against.  [For  subsequent  action,  see  close  of  re- 
port.] 

Letter  of  resignation  from  Thomas  Gogin  as  a 
member  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board.  Placed 
on  file. 

The  president  rear)  another  letter  from  Mr.  Go- 
gin,  stating  that  he  wished  his  resignation  to  take 
effect  on  the  election  of  his  successor.    Sent  up. 

Order  to  add  $5000  to  the  appropriation  for  the 
celebration  of  the  centennial  anniversary  of  the 
Battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  Read  twice  under  a  sus- 
pension of  trie  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sampe on  of 
Ward  10,  and  passed— yeas  62,  nays  2  -Messrs. 
Kim  call  of  Ward  6  and  Page  of  Ward  9  voting- 
nay. 

THANKS  TO  THE  CITY  COUNCIL. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Thomas  G. 
Stephenson  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  tendering  their  thanks 
to  the  members  of  th*  City  Government  for  their 
presence  at,  and  participation  in,  the  ceremonies 
of  Decoration  Day.    Sent  u-p. 

UNFINISHKD  BUSINESS. 

Order  for  an  expenditure  of  not  exceeding 
$2000in  grading  and  otherwise  improving  Orchard 
park.    Passed.    Seut  up  for  concurrence. 

Order  to  reuair  and  maintain  bath  houses  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  city,  at  a  cost  of  $14,000;  and 
to  employ  assistance  for  care  of  same  at  $16,000. 
Passed  in  concurrence. 
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Order  to  fix  salaries,  namely— Treasurt-r,  f 
Auditor,  $6000;  Collector  of  Taxes,  $5000.    Sever- 
ally passec  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  continue  lp  force  the  order  passed  May 
19,1874,  for  : he  appointment  of  a  City  Architect 
and  Draughtsman  at  $6000  per  annum,  instead  of 
sum  named  therein.    Passed  in  coueurrecce. 

Order  to  fit  up  and  furnish  the  vacant  building 
on  corner  of  Main  and  Haverhill  streets,  Charles- 
town,  for  primarv-school  purposes.  Passed  in 
concurrer  ce. 

Order  for  the  erection  of  an  offal  shed  on  city 
lot,  Highland  street,  at  a  cost  not  exceedh  g 
$6000. 

M< .  Shaw  of  Ward  5  stated  that  he  bad  obtained 
furthei  information,  had  examined  the  plans  and 
become  better  posted,  as  no  doubt  some  of  the 
committee  had.  Certain  walls  ai-d  drains  might 
be  required  which  would  add  considerably  to  the 
expen  e,  which  might  reach  $6000.  He  booed  the 
order  would  pass. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  up. 

The  motion  cf  Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3  to  re- 
consider the  vote  whereby  was  accepted  the  re- 
port of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  of  Cyrus 
Bruce,  and  others  for  bath  house  on  Cr?gie's 
Bridge,  was  taken  up,  aad  Mr.  Parker  of  Ward  14 
said  the  committee  were  unanimous  that  the 
place  was  untit  for  a  bath  house  and  that  the  peti- 
tioners have  leave  to  withdraw. 

Mr.  Aoderso:  said  the  retitioners  had  not  been 
heatd  at  all  oy  the  cjinmittee,  the  Chairman  hav- 
ing fo.gottenall  about  it.  The  place  proposed  is 
where  the  old  draw  was,  and  no  finer  locality  than 
that  could  be  found. 

The  reconsidsiation  prevailed,  and  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Anderson  the  report  was  recommitted  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Bathing.    Sent  up. 

PETITIONS    PRESENTED. 

By  Mi.  Sibley  of  Ward  20— Petition  of  Gilbert 
Williams,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  builoing  on 
Medford  street.  "Ward  21.  Referred  to  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

By  Mr.  Kingsbury  of  Ward  15 — Petition  of  Car- 
oline W.  Mudge,  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries 
received  bv  a  sled  on  Boston  Common.  Referred 
to  Joint  Committee  on  Claims. 

Petitiou  of  E.  A  Cushing,  administratrix, 
for  extension  of  time  on  which  to  build  on  land 
purchased  of  the  city  on  Albany  street.  Referred 
to  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Severally  sent  up. 

VEGETABLE    MARKET. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

In  Common  Council,  June  3, 1875. 

The  special  committee  of  the  Common  Council, 
to  whom  was  referred  tne  order  authoii zing  the 
establishment  of  a.  market  for-  toe  sale  of  provi- 
sions and  perishable  produce  on  the  lauds  of  the 
Mercantile  Wharf  Corporation,  haviog  carefully 
considered  the  subje*  .,,  beg  leave  to  submit  the 
following  report:  The  order  referred  to  your  com- 
mittee originated  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and 
was  based  uoon  a  report  made  oy  the  standing 
committee  of  that  branch  on  markets.  Numerous 
petitions  were  persented  during  the  latter  part  of 
last  year  and  the  first  of  the  present  vear,  signed 
by  marketmen,  provision  dealers  and  market  gar- 
deners, some  asking  the  city  to  buy  or  bire  the 
lands  now  occupied  at  the  bead  of  India  wharf , 
and  ctheis  urging  the  establishment  of  the  pro- 
duce market  on  the  Mercantile  Wharf  Company's 
lanes,  situated  between  A;  lantic  avenue  and  Mer- 
cantile street.  Upon  those  petitions  the  commit- 
tee of  the  Aldeimen  reported  in  substaoce  as  fol- 
lows: 

In  1873  the  streets  around  Faneuil  Hall  Market 
became  so  much  obstructed  by  the  great  num- 
ber of  vegetable  wagons  which  were  driven  in 
from  the  country  every  afternoon,  that  an  ur- 
gent demand  was  made,  coth  by  the  own- 
ers of  the  wagons  and  those  who  occupied 
permanent  places  of  business  m  the  vicinity,  that 
the  city  should  furnish  adaitioo&l  facilities  for 
the  transaction  of  this  branch  of  .be  market  busi- 
ness. The  Committee  on  Markets  and  Licenses 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  examined  the  subject 
very  thoroughly,  and  united  in  recommending  the 
passage  of  an  order  to  hire  a  portion  of  the  Mer- 
cantile-;v  barf  property,  covering  about  50,000 
square  feet,  for  a  term  of  oue  year,  at  an  expense 
of  $2500.  Before  the  order  was  passed  a  proposi- 
tion was  received  from  the  proprietors  of  India 
wharf  to  give  the  city  the  free  use  of  about  90,000 
square  feet  of  vacant  land  located  between  India 
and  Centn  1  wharves,  known  as  the  "dump,"  for  a 


term  of  two  years  from  May  1, 1873.  This  proposi- 
tion was  accepted,  and  the  grounds  were  immedi- 
ately put  in  order  for  toe  accommodation  of  the 
vegetaole  market.  The  expense  incurred  in  so 
doing,  amounting  to  about  $5300,  was  to  be  reim- 
bursed to  the  city  by  making  a  small  charge  for 
tne  use  of  stands.  During  the  two  vears  coveied 
'by  the  le^se  the  city  has  received  flora  rent  of 
stands  sufficient  to  pay  all  expenses  and  produce 
a  net  profit  of  $7100. 

As  t.he  leise  of  the  India-wharf  property  expires 
on  the  first  of  May,  this  Board  is  now  called  upon 
to  determine  whether  it  shall  ba  renewed  upon 
the  ttirms  offered  by  the  proprietors,  or  whether 
another  locality  shall  be  selected  upon  terms  mere 
favorable  to  the  city.  Numerous  petitions  have 
been  presented,  both  for  and  against  the  present 
location;  and  your  committee  have  given  tne  sub- 
ject a  long  and  patient  investigation,  with  a  view 
to  tba  determination  of  toe  question  in  the  man- 
ner besc  calculated  to  promote  tne  present  and 
future  interests  i>f  our  citizens.  The  iropiietors 
of  the  India-wharf  property  rnade  a  verbal  offer 
to  lease  to  the  city  for  a  period  of  three  years, 
about  100,000  feet  of  their  lana,in  consideration  of 
their  being  relieved  of  the  taxes,  acnoantiug  to 
about  $6000  per  annum.  This  offer  ha»  since  been 
formally  withdrawn,  aud  tne  committee  aie  not 
informed  as  to  the  terms  upon  which  the  lease  of 
these  grounds  would  be  renewed. 

The  Mercantile  Wharf  Corporation  have  agreed 
to  give  the  city  th  i  free  u<<e  of  the  lands  bounded 
by  Atlantic  avenue,  Mercantile  street,  Clinton 
street  extended,  and  Richmond  street  extended, 
containing  about  80,0d0  squa i  e  feet,  for  a  term  of 
three  years  from  May  1, 1875,  paying  all  the  taxes 
assessed  thereon  duriag  that  period;  also  to  give 
a  bond  t)  convey  the  lands'  to  the  city  within  one 
year  from  the  first  of  May  for  the  sum  of  $4.75  per 
square  toot,  and  a  proportional  part  of  the  taxes 
for  the  unexpired  term  of  the  oond. 

This  agreement  has  led  to  the  settlement  of  the 
long-st<tndiug  controversy  between  the  corpora- 
tion and  the  city,  growing  out  of  the  construction 
of  Atlantic  avenue.  n>e  corporation  is  to  pay  the 
city  $75,000  for  filling,  sewerage  anil  betterments, 
give  all  of  their  lands  included  within  the  lines  of 
Clinton  street  extended  in  a  straight  line  to  At- 
lantic avenue,  and  Richmond  street  extenoed 
from  Mercantile  street  to  Atlantic  avenue,  m  a 
line  substantially  parallel  with  Clinton  street.  By 
this  agreemeut  the  corporation  conveys  to  the 
citj  f tee  of  expense,  30,137  feet  of  l^nd,  which  is 
taxed  at  about  $2.75  per  foot. 

In  connection  with  these  arrangements  with  the 
wharf  corporation,  a  settlement  has  been  effected 
of  the  questions  at  issue  between  Hon.  Josiah 
Quincy  and  the  city.  Mr.  Quinsy  has  agreed  to 
pay  all  claims  againtt  him  on  account  of  the  con- 
struction of  Atlantic  avenue,  amounting  to  $119,- 
258.16,  give  all  the  land  required  of  him  for  the 
extension  oi  Clinton  street,  and  pay  the  city  in 
addition  thereto  the  sum  of  $10,000. 

If  the  use  of  the  Mercantile- wharf  property  had 
been  offered  to  the  city  in  1873  upon  tbe'same 
terms  that  the  India-wharf  prop  jrty  was  offered, 
it  would  undoubtedly  have  been  preferred,  as  it  is 
m  many  respects  better  adapted  for  market  pur- 
poses. It  is  considerably  nearer  Faneuii  Hal] 
Market  and  the  centre  of  the  wholesale  trade  in 
provisions.  It  was  stated  by  those  who  are  famil- 
iar with  the  business  that  mneteen-iwentieths  of 
the  wholesale  dealers  e.re  located  c,r>rth  f  State 
stieet.  Ti.e  concentration  of  the  different  branches 
or  this  wholesale  businc  s  is  clearly  advantageous 
both  to  the  buyer  ano  the  seller.  It  sharpens 
competition  and  tends  to  prevent  forestalling.  As 
m'  ch  the  larger  poition  of  toe  domestic  produce 
is  brought  into  the  northerly  end  of  the  city  by 
cars  or  wagons,  the  lands  at  Mercantile  wharf  are 
more  con  venient  of  access  than  those  of  India 
wharf. 

The  city  is  under  no  obligation  to  maintain  the 
establishment  at  India  wharf  beyond  the  period 
of  the  lease.  The  location  was  understood  to  be  a 
tecnporaiy  one,  and  all  the  improvements  made 
by  tne  city  and  by  those  who  occupied  the  grounds 
araof  temporary  character.  A  mow  convenient 
location  having  been  offered,  ou  terms  more  f§- 
voranls  to  the  city,  there  is  no  gcod  reason  why  it 
should  not  be  accepted. 

As  this  branch  of  the  Government  had  no  part 
in  the  investigation  covered  by  the  toregoiug  re- 
port, and  as  there  appeared  to  be  a  great  diversity 
rof  opinions  upon  the  expediency  of  the  course 
reoommended  by  the  Aldermen,  your  committee 
deemed  it  their  duty  to  make  an  independent  ex- 
amination of  the  whole  question,  and  they  accord- 
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iugly  notified  all  parties  interested  t«  appear  and 
be  neard.  The  case  was  very  fully  a  ud  ably  pre- 
sented bj  couusel  on  both  sides;  that  is,  for  those 
who  were  in  favor  of  the  Mercantile  Wharf  site, 
and  those  who  wete  for  various  reasons  opposed 
to  it. 

■  It  appears  that  the  proprietors  ot  India  Wharf 
have  leased  their  land  directly  to  the  market  gar- 
deners ;  and  tiev  stated,  th>  oui'h  their  agent,  tnat 
thev  did  not  wish  to  sell  or  bond  it  to  the  city. 
The  simple  question,  therefore,  as  cow  presented, 
is  whether  the  city  will  furnish  additional  market 
facilities  for  the  produce  dealers,  cr  whether  it  will 
hereafter  leave  them  to  their  own  resources  and 
lelieve  them  of  any  further  control  and  super- 
vision. The  city  has  b  en  offerer)  the  free  use  of 
80,000  feet  of  laad  for  three  years,  the  owners 
paying  all  taxes  thereon  during  that  period.  The 
principal  objection  urged  against  its  acceptance 
is  that  the  city  will  he  committe  :  to  the  purchase 
of  the  laua  upon  the  ttr  ■  s  stated  in  the  bond, 
namely,  $4.75  per  toot.  But  this  objection  is  not 
web  founded.  The  wharf  corporation  would  be 
very  glad  to  lease  the  property  to  the  city  with- 
out binding  itself  to  convey  it  hereafter  for  a 
stated  orice.  The  bond  was  exacted  fiom  the 
corporation  by  the  committee  of  the  Aldermen  in 
order  to  protect  lhe  city  in  case  it  should  be 
thought  advisable  hereafter  to  purchase  it.  The 
time  named  in  the  bond— one  year  is  as  long  as 
could  ie?,s-onablv  be  aske: .  In  regard  to  cbe  price 
— $4.75  per  foot — the  committee  have  endeavored 
to  ascertain  whether,  under  the  circumstances,  it 
could  be  considered  a  ran  one.  It  appears  that 
the  wharf  corporation  first  asked  $5.50  per  foot; 
ths  com mitree  first  offered  $4.25,  and  a  compro- 
mise was  finally  effected  on  the  basis  of  $4.75. 
One  of  the  officers  of  the  company  stated  at  the 
hist  hearing  that  .hey  asked  $8.00  per  foot  for 
land  on  thc,  other  side  of  Clinton  street;  that  the 
lowest  price  ever  tdked  of  in  the  com- 
pany for  this  land  was  $5.00  per  foot,  and 
that  he  presumed  it  would  have  so'd  for 
$6.00  before  the  panic.  The  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets,  referring  to  the  negotiations  in 
relation  to  betterments,  testified  th  t  he  had  been 
trying  for  three  years  past  to  make  the  Mercantile 
Wharf  Company  beiieve  that  their  land  was  worth 
$5.00  per  foot,  and  that  he  thought  it  would  bring 
very  nesir  $4.75  per  foot  at  auction  today.  One  of 
the  Street  Commissioners  stated  that  in  1872,  when 
it  was  proposed  to  widen  Atlantic  avenue  100  feet, 
the  value  or  the  land  of  the  Mercaitile  Wharf 
Company  was  estimated  at  $4.00  pe>  foot.  It  is 
furthermore  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  price 
askeci  is  naturally  affected  bv  the  fact  that  the 
city  has  a  year  to  decide  in.  If  at  the  end  of  toat 
time  the  city  d-cides  to  purchas  ,  the  price  will 
havetobenaid  i/ian.,wh=.reas  the  use  and  benefit  of 
the  property  begins  nou>,  so  that  the  urice  paid  is 
not  raally  $4.75,  but  a  price  whi2h  at  interest  and 
with  taxes  added  would  amount  to  that  sum,  and 
ttis  is  SDmething  less  than  $4.44  per  toot.  It  is 
also  to  be  considered  that  a  puichase  of  land  is 
different  from,  a  purchase  of  meichaadise,  which 
if  we  caonoc  obtain  at  one  place  upon  satisfactory 
terms  we  may  at  anotbsr.  There  is  only  so  much 
land  in  tbe  city,  anj  only  two  or  three  lot«  in  the 
heart  of  the  city  adapted  to  tbe  purposes  of  a 
market.  These  lots  are  all  owned,  not  bypri- 
vats  individuals  who  may  be  compelled  to 
put  the  land  into  the  market,  but  by  wealthy  cor- 
porations, who  can  aff  jrd  to  holdjit  until  they  can 
get  their  price.  If  the  city  desires  to  purchase  a 
large  tract  of  Ian  i  for  a  particular  purpose,  in 
the  thickly  populated  part  of  the  city,  it  must  pav 
the  seller's  price.  The  only  other  tracts  brought 
to  the  attention  of  the  committee  were  the  India 
wtarf  land  and  Washington  squaie.  It  was  test— 
fieri  that  land  in  the  latter  locality  had  sold  for 
from  $7  to  $9  per  foot,  and  the  land  of  the  former 
corporation  is  not  for  sale  at  any  price,  but  is  held 
for  a  rise  in  value.  So  that  the  only  tract  proper 
for  the  purpose  now  to  be  had.  except  at  a  much 
higher  price  than  that  foi  which  this  is  offered,  is 
that  at  Mercantile  wharf.  Under  these  circum- 
stances it  seems  to  the  committee  that  the  offer  of 
the  Mercantile  Wharf  Company  is  a  fair  and  lib- 
eral one. 

The  advantages  of  this  lot  are  also  superior  to 
anyotherm  pomtof  location, it  being  nearertothe 
present  market.  If  additional  market  "facilities 
are  to  be  provided  ihey  should  be  near  Faneuil 
Hall  Market,  both  for  the  sake  of  enhancing,  or 
at  least  maintaining,  the  value  of  the  city's  prop- 
erty there,  and  because  it  is  believed  that' the  con- 
centration of  tbe  produce  business  is  advanta- 
geous both  to  the  producer   and   the   consumers ; 


that  by  the  competition  which  it  causes  such  con- 
centration tends  to  lower  the  price  and  to  improve 
the  quality  of  the  articles  sola. 

It  miy  te  oojected  that  a  vegetable  market  ia 
alieady'in  operation  at  India  wba'T ;  that  there  is 
no  necessity  for  another,  and  that  the  farmers  are 
sitisfied  with  that  location  and  ought  not  to  be 
removed.  Of  course,  no  one  proposes  to  remove 
tbem  against  their  will.  Even  if  tbe  mark*  t  there 
is  to  be  continued  tor  any  considerable  time,  it  is 
believed  that  it  would  be  tor  the  intere-vt  of  the 
city  to  establish  another  at  Mercantile  wharf.  It  ■ 
was  testified  by  one  ot  the  farmers  that  since  the 
establishment  of  the  market  at  India  wharf  he 
had  raised  and  sent  to  the  cicy  a  larger  amount  of 
produ  ce.because  of  the  su '  erior  facilities  for  selling 
afforded  there  as  compared  with  the  former  limited 
accommodation.*  in  South  Market  street,  ana  that 
others  had  uone  the  same.  For  the  same  reason  it 
is  believea  that  the  establishment  of  another  mar- 
ket, thereby  affording  still  greater  accommoda- 
tions to  tbe  farmers,  would  have  *me  same  tend- 
ency to  increase  production,  and  that  this,  i:i 
accordance  with  the  law  of  suppivaod  demand, 
would  contribute  to  make  provisions  cheaper. 
But  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  the  market 
at  India  wharf  will  be  permanent,  for  toe 
company  will  not  always  be  satisfied  with  the 
trifling  ini  ome  which  tbe  rental  of  stands 
yields  them.  If,  therefore,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  the  leases  which  have  been  given, 
or  at  any  time  thereafter,  it  can  seil  or  use  its 
land  so  as  to  bring  a  larger  income,  trie  fanners 
will  leave  to  return  to  the  crowded  streets,  unless 
some  othe  place  is  provided  by  the  city;  and  by 
that  time  lhe  location  mow  offered  may  have  been 
built  upon  or  otherwise  appropriated,  so  that  no 
place  may  be  obtainable  except  at  a  cost  far  ex- 
ceeding that  .vhich  the  moposed  puichase  will 
involve. 

It  is  sometimts  urged  tha".  the  city  should  not. 
have  anything  to  do  with  the  market  business  any 
more  than  with  any  other  branch  of  trade.  The 
committee  did  not  feel  called  upo  a  to  go  into  the 
consideration  of  this  general  question.  Suffice  it 
to  sav,  ihat  th=  city  has  been  committed  to  the 
present  system  ever  since  the  establishment  of 
Faneuil  Hall  market,  half  a  ceutury  ago.  The 
system  has  certainly  been  a  success  to  the  city  pe- 
cuniarily. From  tile  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Free  Markets  of  1870  (City  Document,  No.  9i)  we 
quote  the  following:  "It  appears  from  the  state- 
meat  that  the  income  has  amounted  to  $1,948,955.69: 
and  the  expenses,  including  repairs,  for  the  old 
and  the  new  markets,  to  §264,957.70.  Tha  wst 
of  the  n«w  building,  in  round  numbers,  was  $150.- 
000.  The  estimated  value  of  the  land  occupied  by 
the  market  house,  ac  the  time  the  market  house 
was  erected,  amounted  to  $297,000,  making  the 
total  for  land  and  building  $447,000. 

"The  net  income,  after  deducting  expenses, 
amounts  to  $1,673,997.99.  The  interest  on  the  cost 
of  the  building  and  estimated  value  of  the  laud 
for  forty-four  years,  at  five  per  cent.,  would 
amount  to  $983,400;  by  which  it  appears  that  tne 
cify  has  made  a  profit  of  about  $700,000,  or  real- 
ized eight  oer  cent,  per  annum  on  this  investment, 
without  taking  into  account  the  increased  value 
of  the  property." 

Tne  expenses  ana  income  for  the  four  succeed- 
ing years  are  as  follows : 

General 

Tears.                      Repairs.        Expenses.  Income. 

1870-71 $1,500.55             $9,308.21  $90,500.32 

1871-72 3,802.21               9,623.87  91,106.37 

1872-73 3,700.14               9,616.10  92,464.32 

1873-74 4,951.84             10,219.66  106,^24.40 

It  is  believed  also  that  the  tendency  of  the  sys- 
tem has  been  to  cheapen  the  necessaries  of  life 
rather  than  to  maintain  a  monopoly  therein.  The 
committee  have  not  made  any  comparison  be- 
tween the  prices  in  Boston  and  other  cities,  or  be- 
tween those  in  Faneuil  Hall  Market  and  the 
private,  market  or  provision  stores  in  the  city. 
But  the  Committee  on  Free  Markets  of  1865,  in 
their  report  (.City  Doc.  No.  100]  give  a  table 
showing  the  prices  of  the  chief  commodities  in 
Boston,  Albany,  New  York  and  Philadelphia. from 
which  it  appears  that  nearly  every  article  was  at 
that  time  cheaper  in  Boston  than  in  the  ether 
cities  named.  This  committee  have  had  no  evi- 
dence of  any  change  in  tae  relation  of  the  respec- 
tive prices  ir:  these  cities  to  each  other. 

The  committee  of  1865  also  say,  "The  fact,  that 
the  pubhc  market  is  always  five  to  twenty  per 
cent,  cheaper  than  the  private  markets  and  pro- 
vision stores  is  sufficient  refutation  of  the  argu- 
ment that  the  city  maiatains  at  the  expense  of 
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consumers  an  engrossing  and  tyrannizing  monop- 
oly. 

If  Faneuil  Hall  Market  has  been  a  source  of 
profit  to  the  city,  if  it  has  been  of  advantage  to 
the  citizens  in  furnishing  them  with  provisions  of 
good  quality  and  at  a  moderate  price,  and  if  the 
city  proposes  to  continue  it,  there  appears  to  be 
no  reason  why  it  should  not  enlarge  its  market  fa- 
cilities if  such  enlargement  is  needed.  Upon  this 
point  we  quote  again  from  the  report  of  1870.  The 
committee  tnerein  say  (page  24),  "Boston  is  more 
deficient  in  respect  to  its  facilities  for  bringing 
the  producer  and  consumer  together  than  any  oth- 
er large  city  in  this  country.  The  old  portion  of 
the  city  proper  is  denselv  populated,  anj  it  has 
come  to  that  condition  without  any  reservations 
being  made,  except  in  the  case  of  ttie  Faneuil 
Hall  Market,  for  carrying  on  the  market  business, 
and  without  sufficiently  wide  streets  to  allow  any 
very  general  use  of  them  by  market  wagons." 

Here  now  is  an  oppoitunity  to  make  one  of  these 
reservations — one  of  80,000  square  feet— m  the 
heart  of  the  business  part  of  the  city,  and  in  close 
proximity  to  the  preseut  market  and  the  seat  of 
the  produce  business,  of  furnishing  a  place  for 
bringing  the  producer  and  consumer  together.  It 
seems  to  be  the  part  of  wisdom  for  this  Govern- 
ment, looking,  as  it  should,  not  only  to  the  pres- 
ent but  to  the  future  necessities  of  the  city,  to 
embrace  this  opportunity,  while  this  land  is  as  yet 
unoccupied  and  can  be  had  at  a  much  less  price 
than  it  may  command  a  few  \  ears  hence. 

The  fact  so  often  adverted  "to.  that  the  stalls  in 
Faneuil  Hall  Market  always  command  a  premium, 
shows  that  the  demand  for  market  facilities  ex- 
ceeds the  supply,  and  that  in  furnishing  them  the 
city  would  not  only  make  a  good  pecuniaryinvest- 
ment  but  would  aid  in  increasing  the  supply,  and 
thereby  l«sset«ing  the  price  of  the  necessaries  of 
life. 

The  establishment  of  a  market  at  Mercantile 
wharf  would  increase  the  valuation  of  the  proper- 
ty in  its  vicinity,  and  hence  the  city  would,  in  in- 
creased taxes,  get  a  leturn  for  its  outlay. 

If  we  only  regard  the  needs  of  the  hour,  the 
present  temporary  market  at  India  wharf  may  be 
sufficient.  But  the  committee  believe  that  the 
Government  should  take  a  broader  view  of  the 
subject  than  tbis,  and  embrace  the  opportunity 
now  offered  for  securing  a  reservation  for  market 
purposes  proportioned  lo  the  requirements,  not 
only  of  the  present,  but  of  the  future. 

A  liberal  and  comprehensive  policy  like  this,  al- 
though attended  with  present  expense,  the  histo- 
ry not  only  of  our  own  but  of  other  municipalities 
proves  to  be,  in  the  end,  not  only  the  be<<t  but  the 
cheapest. 

The  committee  would,  therefore,  respectfully 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  order  in  concur- 
rence with  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
For  the  Committee. 

J.  Q.  A.  Brackbtt,  Chairman. 

Mr.  Brackett  moved  that  the  report  be  printed, 
and  that  the  subject  be  specially  assigned  for  next 
Thursday  evening  at  half-past  eight  o'clock. 

Mr.  Devereux  of  Ward  22  stated  that  he  was 
prevented  from  attending  the  committee  meeting 
by  sickness,  but  from  what  he  had  learned  he  ana 
another  member  who  agreed  with  bim  wis  bed 
to  reseive  the  right  to  submit  a  minority  report, 
and  have  tbe  two  coosidered  at  the  same  time. 

Mr.  Bracket  said  the  minority  report  could  be 
presented  at  the  next  meeting;  it  was  important 
to  have  the  matter  considered  speedily. 

The  motion  to  print  and  specially  a ssign  pre- 
vailed. 

CONTRACTS  FOR  SUDBURY-RIVER  CONDUIT. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10  submitted  a  report 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Water  that  it  is  in- 
expedient to  pass  the  order  relating  to  bonds  of 
contractors  on  Sudbury-River  conduit.  Accepted. 
Sent  up. 

THE    OFFICIAL    REPORT. 

Mr.  Wadsworth  of  Ward  4  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing from  the  Committee  on  Printing: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Printing  be 
directed  to  advertise  for  proposals  for  reoorting 
and  publishing  the  proceedings  and  debates  of 
the  City  Council  for  one  year  from  the  1st  of 
July.  1875,  and  make  a  contract  for  the  same;  tbe 
expense  thereof  not  to  exceed  $6000,  to  be  charg- 
ed to  the  appropriation  for  Printing. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

POLICE  STATION  8. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  raise  and  alter  Police  Sta- 


tion No.  8,  on  Commercial  streer,  in  order  to  make 
the  cells  and  basement  available,  as  per  request 
of  the  Committee  on  Police,  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Raising  and  Al- 
tering Police  Station  No.  8. 

R'-ad  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  juIb,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Burditt,  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

HOUR  OF  MEETING. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  hour  for  the  meeting  of  the 
Council  be  at  eiaht  o'clock  P.  M.  until  otherwise 
ordered. 

Mr.  Noyes  said  thai  as  a  quorum  did  oot  arrive 
at  7V2  P.  St.  it  would  be  better  to  adhere  to  the 
custom  of  beginning  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  sum- 
mer, and  not  have  to  wait  till  a  quorum  came. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  said  that  if  the  sessions 
began  at  eight  o'clock  the  lateness  of  the  adjourn- 
ment made  it  very  inconvenient  for  meaibers 
from  a  distance  to  get  home.  Gentlemen  living 
in  the  city  proper  could  better  afford  to  come 
earlier  tban  the  distant  mtmDers  could  affoid  to 
remain  so  late. 

Tbe  order  was  refused  a  second  reading. 

THE  VACANCY  IN  THE  COCHITUATE  WATER  BOARD 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  offered  the  following: 

Ordered.  That  Messrs. ,    with  such   as  the 

Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  appointed  to 
nominate  a  member  of  the  Cochituate  Water 
Board  in  place  of  Thomas  Gogin,  resigned. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10  moved  that  the  order 
be  refened  to  the  Committee  on  Water. 

Mr.  Page  had  no  objection  to  the  reference,  but 
it  had  been  customary  to  have  such  a  committee 
make  the  nomination. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Joiat  Committee 
on  Water.    Sent  up. 

CONVICT    LABOR. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4.  the 
Council  took  up  the  special  assignment  for  half- 
past  eight,  viz.,  leport  and  order  requesting  the 
Mayor  to  petition  for  a  change  in  the  statute,  so 
that  in  the  County  ot  Suffolk  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  Public  Institutions  shall  be 
subject  to  the  City  Council  in  the  mode  of  em- 
ploying persons  under  their  charge,  and  be  re- 
quired to  furnish  full  and  frequent  reports  on  the 
subject  (City  Doc.  No.  71). 

Mr.  Whitmore  stated  that  he  understood  the 
annual repoit  of  the  Directors  would  be  submitted 
at  the  next  meeting,  and  as  they  might  give  some 
facts  and  figures  bearing  on  the  question,  he 
moved  to  specially  assign  the  subject  for  8V4P.  M. 
nextThur.-day. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

THE  WATER  BOARD. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10,  the 
Council  took  from  the  table  (24  for,  20  against) 
the  majority  report  and  "An  ordinance  m  relation 
to  the  care  and  management  of  the  Cochituate 
and  Mystic  Water  Works" ;  and  minority  re oort 
and  "An  ordinance  to  reestablish  the  Cochituate 
Water  Board"  (City  Doc.  No.  64). 

Tbe  question  was  upon  giving  the  ordinance  re- 
reported  by  the  majority  a  second  roading. 

Mr.  Sweetser— It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  very  im- 
portant for  us  to  settle  this  matter  of  the  reorgan- 
ization of  this  Water  Board  one  way  or  the  other. 
With  no  president  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board, 
when  there  is  so  much  business  to  do,  it  is  very 
important  that  we  should  decide  at  once  whether 
we  shall  continue  the  present  svstem,  or  adopt 
either  the  najority  or  minority  reports  of  the 
committee  presented  three  weeks  ago.  I  hope 
the  majority  report  will  be  adopted,  and  that  we 
shall  appoint  a  president  of  the  board  who  can 
devote  more  or  less  time  to  the  interest  of  the 
city,  who  shall  be  on  hand  at  the  office  to 
answer  any  questions  that  may  be  put  to  him, 
and  render  any  assistance  that  the  engineer 
may  need  at  any  time;  and  that  we  shall  have  a 
board  of  men  eminently  qualified  to  construct  the 
new  works.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  report  of  the 
majority  is  a  compromise  with  the  various  plans 
that  have  been  pi  esented  here  from  time  to  time, 
and  upon  which  we  have  not  been  able  to  agree. 
I  don't  wish  to  take  up  the  nine  of  the  Council  by 
discussing  the  question,  as  I  think  the  members 
fully  understand  it;  but  I  do  wish  to  call  atten- 
tion to  tbe  importance  of  something  being  done. 
The  terms  of  two  members  of  the  Mystic  Water 
Board  have  expired,  and  the  Cochituate  Board 
have  had  no  president  since  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
Gogin. 

The  ordiuance  of  the  majority  was  read  a  second 
time— 31  for,  9  against— and  put  upon  its  passage. 
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Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  voted  for  this  ordinance, 
but  I  must  coDfess  that  I  think  a  matter  of  that 
importance  ought  not  to  be  passed  without  some 
considerable  explanation  of  its  merits  further 
than  what  we  have  had  from  the  worthy  gentle- 
man from  the  Teath  "Ward.  It  is  one  of  the  most 
important,  if  not  the  most  important  acts  under 
tne  consideration  of  the  City  Government,  and  I 
hone  until  some  further  explanation  of  its  merits 
and  the  bearice:  of  this  one-man  power  shall  be 
more  lully  discussed  than  it  has  been,  1  hope 
it  will  not  stand  in  its  present  position  and  be 
passed  almo.-t  without  comment.  I  voted  with 
my  friend  because  I  wanted  to  have  the  matter 
biought  up  and  distinctly  explained ;  but  the  ex- 
planation certainly  has  n't  been  rendered.  It  is 
to  give  great  power  to  one  man.  Now,  sir,  the 
one-man  power  in  the  proper  place  is  very  desira- 
ble; buc  upon  a  matter  so  importanc  as  this  it 
does  seem  to  me  it  needs  more  explanation  before 
it  ought  to  pass.  As  one  member  of  the  Council  I 
desire  more  knowledge,  and  in  justice  to  the  pub- 
lic I  think  it  ought  to  be  explained,  so  that  they 
may  know  the  reasons  why  and  wherefore  we  pass 
upon  this  matter. 

Mr.  Day  of  Ward  1 — I  move  to  substitute  the 
ordinance  reported  by  che  minority  for  that  re- 
ported by  the  majority  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Crocker  or  Ward  6—1  was  about  to  make 
the  same  motion,  and  I  would  merely  say  that  I 
hope  the  ordinance  reported,  by  the  minouty  will 
be  substituted.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  constitutes 
much  the  better  board.  There  are  very  serious 
objections  to  the  Soara  as  proposed  to  be  consti- 
tuted by  the  majority  of  the  Water  Committee. 
It  is  likely  to  work  badly  by  having  one  paid  mem- 
ber and  the  others  serving  without  pay.  That 
is  a  system  which  has  never  yet  been 
tried  in  this  City  Government.  It  seems  to  me 
that  it  is  probabie  that  the  members  ivho  serve 
without  pay  will  leave  all  che  disagreeable  parts 
of  the  duty  to  the  man  who  is  paid,  and  shirk 
their  work  altogether,  or  only  interfere  to  block 
the  wheels  of  progress  in  that  department;  while 
at  the  same  time  the  responsibility  will  be  re- 
moved from  the  paid  member,  and  he  cannot  be 
held  accountable.  He  will  oe  able  to  say,  aad 
with  good  reason,  when  anything  goe«  wrong, 
that  he  was  interfered  with  so  much  by  the  other 
members- that  he  cannot  do  anything  witnout 
their  consent — that  things  are  not  as  he  would 
want  them  to  be,  and  that  he  is  not  responsible 
for  them.  On  the  other  hand,  the  unpaid  mem- 
bers will  say,  we  know  nothing  about  this;  the 
whole  thing  is  run  by  the  paid  member,  and  you 
must  look  to  him  and  hold  him  responsible. 
The  whole  thing  will  be  shirked  by  the  different 
blanches  of  the  board,  and  I  believe  the  system 
will  work  badly.  For  these  reasons— to  state 
the  a!  briefly — I  hope  the  minority  report  will  be 
substituted  for  that  of  the  majority. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12 — I  don't  know  that  I  can 
greatly  enlighten  the  Council  in  this  matter,  but 
the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  who  has  just  taken 
his  seat  remind  me  very  forcibly  of  a  young 
damsel  who  was  observed  in  bitter  tabulation 
about  the  time  the  troops  were  going  to  war. 
When  asked  why  she  was  weeping,  she  remarked 
that  if  she  should  be  married  and  should 
have  a  baby,  aod  that  baby  should  be 
a  boy,  and  grow  up  to  be  a  soldier  and 
go  off  to  the  war,  how  unhappy  she  should 
be.  A  great  many  obstacles  were  raised  be- 
fore that  soldier  could  go  off  to  the  war,  and  I 
should  think  it  will  be  the  same  with  the  obsta- 
cles against  this  watej  ordinance.  They  are  largely 
imaginary,  and  drawn  from  a  fertile  imagination 
rather  than  from  the  results  of  direct  experience 
of  the  working  of  such  a  board.  It  is  plain  to  the 
most  casual  observer  that  we  must  do  something 
with  the  Boston  Water  Board.  A.ny  person  who 
is  acquainted  with  the  duties  devolving  upon  it, 
any  one  giving  the  most  careful  attention  to  the 
work  required  of  it,  knows  that  something  must 
be  done.  What  to  do,  and  how  to  do  it,  are  the 
questions  pressing  upon  the  City  Government, 
and  there  are  almost  as  many  minds  as  there  are 
members.  But  this  point  stands  out  in  bold  relief: 
by  general  consent  it  is  '-tdmitted  that  if  we  could 
have  one  man— this  very  one-man  power  that 
is  so  much  opposed  and  objected  to  by  the  gen- 
tleman trom  Ward  5 — is  what  we  must  have  if  we 
wish  an  efficient  administration  of  the  Water 
Board.  And  I  think  it  is  true  that  the  entire 
amount  of  labor  devolving  upon  that  board 
is  no  more  than  can  be  done  by  one  man 
giving  his  whole  attention  *o  the  work.  But 
the    obstacle   comes    at    cnce  —  Where    is    the 


man?  who  is  the  man?  and  can  we  trust 
him?  It  has  been  found  in  all  large  trusts 
that  it  is  not  sate  to  put  such  laige 
functions  in  one  man's  hands,  for  the  reason  that 
they  have  been  abused.  Some  think  there  should 
be  a  commission  of  three  paid  members;  a  large 
number  believe  there  should  be  a  larger  body  for 
consultation  and  debate  as  to  the  course  to  be 
pursued,  with  an  executive  head  to  carry  out  the 
wishes  of  the  board,  and  I  count  myself  one  of 
this  number.  What  we  want  are  safety,  efficien- 
cy, and  a  sufficient  number  to  discuss  questions 
ansing  and  settle  them  in  the  interest  of  the  city. 
I  believe  it  is  important  that  all  matters  apper- 
taining to  the  enlargement  and  extension  of 
the  works,  and  to  tne  details  of  the  depart- 
ment should  come  before  the  full  board  for  deter- 
mination and  settlement,  and  I  believe  it  is  highly 
important  that  members  of  the  City  Government 
should  be  members  of  the  Water  Board.  The  ex- 
perience of  the  city  in  another  board  (the  Direc- 
tors for  Public  Institutio  s)  has  shown  conclu- 
sively that  members  of  the  City  Council  should 
have  the  benefit  of  having  some  "f  their  number 
members  of  that  board,  in  order  that  there  may 
be  perfect  harmony  between  the  Council  and  the 
boara,  not  only  for  the  adoption  of  plans  and  the 
maturing  of  the  work,  but  for  the  pioper  con- 
sideration of  the  necessary  resolves  foi  the  ex- 
penditure of  money,  and  tnat  there  may  be 
those  on  this  floor  who  know  of  their '  own 
knowledge,  aiid  have  access  to  the  books  and  the 
estimates  ot  the  engineers;  so  rhat  we  shall  not 
have  to  depend  upon  the  courtesy  of  aay  one,  or 
lun  the  chance  of  getting  wrong  information  by 
the  miscourtesy  of  any  one.  Now,  sir,  one  great 
obstacle  m  the  way  oi  this  board  is  the  fact  that 
taere  is  one  salaried  officer--or  the  bugbear  of  the 
one-man  power.  The  President  of  this  board 
should  be  a  man  who  is  aole  to  lead  their 
deliberations,  shape  their  poKcy  aod  pre- 
pare the  matter  for  this  board.  It  is  also 
admitted  that  the  time  of  one  man  ra  the 
executive  administration  of  the  hoard  is  suffi- 
cient. If  that  is  so  why  should  we  have  three 
men  on  salaries  ?  It  seems  to  me  to  be  unneces- 
sary, And  then  comes  in  this  point,  sir,  that  to 
pay  salaries  to  three  men  having  coordinate 
duties,  and  equal  salaries  would  require  a  larger 
sum  of  money  than  would  be  needed  under  the 
bill  reported  by  the  committee.  For  instance,  the 
customary  salary  of  commissioners  under  our 
organization  is  fiom  $3500  to  $4000.  Now.  sir,  any 
one  who  is  familiar  with  the  class  of  skill  ano  the 
class  of  men  required  to  discharge  the  functions 
of  this  office  would  not  pretend  to  say  that  $3500 
or  $4000  will  obtain  the  man  that  the  city  of  Boston 
needs  m  the  present  exigency.  Supnose  then 
that  we  should  fix  the  salary  at  $5000,  and  we 
have  more  labor  than  we  want,  and  more  time 
than  is  necessary.  On  the  other  hand,  suppose 
that  we,  in  a  stretch  of  liberality,  should  fix  the 
salary  of  this  chairman  at  $7500,  and  that  he 
should  be  a  man  who  will  represent  the  city,  oho 
will  understand  the  wants  of  the  board  and  of 
the  department,  and  make  all  of  his  arrangements 
in  keeping,a  man  who  will  command  the  respect  of 
the  City  Government  and  ol  his  associates.  I  don't 
hesitate  to  say,  sir,  that  it  will  be  perfectly  possi 
ble  to  obtain  the  services  of  men  as  honorary 
members  of  the  board — citizens  who  cau  give  a 
sufficient  portion  of  their  time  to  attend  to  its  de- 
liberations, its  business  meetings,  to  shape  its  pol- 
icy, and  look  to  the  President  as  the  executive  offi- 
cer of  the  board,  who  is  to  devote  all  his  time  to 
the  business  of  the  board.  I  say  it  is  no  matter 
of  imagination  in  me  to  suppose  that  that  is  the 
case.  It  has  been  done  in  other  cities,  and  can  be 
done  here.  Probaoly  the  most  successful 
administration  of  public  trust  that  the  history 
of  public  affairs  on  this  continent  shows 
was  that  of  the  construction  of  Central  Park  in 
New  York,  involving  the  time  of  a  board  of  seven 
commissioners  from  1857  or  '58  until  1870,  when 
they  were  totated  by  the  Ring  administration, 
which  obtained  control  in  the  citv  of  New  York; 
and  the  organization  of  that  board  was  almost 
identical  with  the  plan  proposed  here.  There 
was  a  larger  and  honorary  board,  and  the  con- 
troller of  the  board  was  the  only  salaried  admin- 
istrative officer.  The  administration  of  that 
board  was  singularly  honorable,  economical  and 
successful.  Therefore  it  is  looked  upon  with 
pride  by  New  Yorkers,  and  witn  envy  and 
admiration  by  the  whole  country.  The  ex- 
penditures, I  think,  amounted  to  something 
like  $12,000,000,  and  it  was  administered 
successfully  in  every  particular  by    the  board, 
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whose  services  were  performed  gratuitously, 
except  those  of  the  Controller,  who  was  paid. 
Take  our  own  Board  of  Directors  of  Public  Insti- 
tutio  s,  wbich  contain  this  element  of  representa- 
tion in  the  City  Council,  the  only  difference  being 
the  bestowal  of  a  salary  upon  toe  president,  who 
in  this  case  would  give  all  his  time,  which 
is  not  exacted  of  the  president  of  the  Directors 
of  Pu'olic  Institutions.  Take  the  working's 
of  the  Croton  Water  Beard  of  New  York  in  1866 
and  1867.  That  boa>d  was  composed  of  three 
members  and  the  engineer  of  the  Ciotoo  Water 
Board  was  president  of  the  board;  aid  he  had 
with  him  a  commissioner  and  assistam  c  mtois- 
sioner.  The  salary  of  the  engineer  was  $7500  and 
thesalaiyof  his  associates  $5000.  The  re  was  a 
specimen  of  one-man  power;  tor  it  was  stated  to 
ms  by  thar,  engineei  himself  that  the  whole  work 
of  buildin!»  a  reservoir  in  the  upper  part  of  New 
Yoik,  costing  bet  <een  two  and  three  mil. io as  of 
dollars,  was  executed  without  a  plan  bing  ac- 
cepted by  the  board  because  his  associates  did 
not  understand  the  rietails  and.  die!  not  want 
to  take  tne  responsibility;  Tbey  left  it 
entirely  to  him,  th"  d.  atts  were  drawrn  on  the  city 
tteasury,  the  ork  completed  and  turned  over  to 
their  successors.  What  I  desire  ro  see  accom- 
plished i-'  to  see  responsibility  vested  in  one  man, 
wtio  shaM  be  the  executive  bead  '  f  a  boaid  large 
enough  to  secai^  to  ait  wisdom  which  results  from 
a  multitude  of  coansellors,  and  not  ci  have  a  little 
close  corporation  with  ways  of  their  ownjiaie- 
peadent  of  the  City  Government.  Ws  all  kiaow 
the  weak'  ess  of  gentl  men  having  large  powers 
in  their  hands,  with  no  one  to  look  after  them.  I 
simply  desire  that  such  checks  and  balances 
shall  be  tbrown  around  the  fcxecutive 
branches  of  this  Government  that  we  can 
have  that  proper  selection  of  methods  and 
plans  and  policy  that  is  wanted  in  the  Wat^r 
Board  today.  The  policy  having  been  shaped, 
details  arranged  for  execution,  the  executive  of- 
ficer can  see  that  they  ars  properly  carried  out. 
I  am  not  entirely  in  favor  of  the  method  of  ap- 
pointing the  president  of  this  board.  At  rbe  out- 
set I  was  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  election  cf 
the  oiesident  by  the  board  itself;  and  I  believe 
now  that  is  where  the  choice  should  be  made. 
When  the  commictee  came  together  to  consider 
the  subject,  we  found  ourselves  at  variance,  and 
it  was  thought  that  a  compromise  of  this 
kind  would  secure  an  harmonious  report. 
With  that  end  in  view,  I  consented  to  this 
proposition ;  but  it  seems  that  two  gentlemen  j  e- 
cantsd,  changed  their  minds  and  made  a  minoiity 
report.  I  feel,  therefore,  that  I  am  in  a  sense  lb- 
solved  from  any  duty  1  may  have,  as  a  member  of 
the  committee,  of  standing  by  the  report  of  the 
majority  in  that  particular.  T  should  therefore 
sanction  a  change  of  the  plan  of  appointing  the 
presidsnt  to  an  election  by  the  board  itself, 
though  I  would  cot  initiate  the  movement  myself. 
After  a  careful  consideration  and  examination  of 
the  workings  of  ths  same  svstem  m  other  cities,  I 
think  it  is  the  safest  and  best  method  at  the  pres- 
ent juncture  to  elect  this  board  as  provided  in  the 
majority,  barring  out  the  little  change  I  rave  allud- 
ed to.  During  the  construction  of  the  new  works, 
which  will  occupy  the  bett&r  part  of  two  years, 
and  perhaps  run  into  the  third  year,  there  is  need 
of  some  one  person,  and  not  more  than  one  per- 
son, who  shall  be  present  at  the  office  of  the  board 
during  certain  hours;  in  the  day.  who  sball  exam- 
ine the  work  at  the  proper  times  and  be  personal- 
ly cognizant  of  the  affairs  of  the  department.  It 
is  the  need  of  that  officer  that  has  caused  the 
resignation  of  the  president  of  the  board  and  pre- 
cipitated this  complication  upon  us.  Mr.  Gogin 
h&s  said  to  me  frequently  chat  one  salaried  officer 
is  sufficient,  and  he,  knowing  what  would  be 
required,  would  be  willing  to  serve  as  an 
honorary  memoer  of  the  board,  giving  such  time 
as  is  necessary  in  examining,  deliberating  upon 
and  maturing  the  plan  and  the  necessary  orders 
to  be  passed;  and  I  believe  that  is  ttue  of  those 
gentlemen  who  have  served  upon  the  board,  and 
that  they  will  be  wdling  to  cooperate  upon  a 
board  of  this  kind.  I  think  we  can  get  a  better 
board  by  this  plan  than  if  we  have  thres  paid 
men.  Therefore,  after  a  consideration  of  all  the 
methods  which  can  be  availed  of  at  this  juncture, 
I  feel  that  the  report  of  the  majority  will  meet 
my  views  betcer  than  any  other,  and  I  will  give  it 
my  cordial  support. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  was  surprised  to  be  so 
soon  reminded  of  a  young  woman  I  had  read 
about  in  the  Transcript  this  evening,  in  the  letter 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  [Mr.  Fitzgerald  |  to 


the  editor  of  the  Pilot;  but  when  the  gentleman 
came  to  make  ths  application  ot  the  tory  I  didn't 
see  that  he  wa--  equal  to  the  occasion.  I  am  y.=t 
in  the  dark  as  to  how  I  resemble  that  young-  wo- 
man. But,  to  be  serious  upon  this  subject,  the 
matter  lies  simply  here;  the  majority  propose 
that  there  shall  be  nine  members  of  this  Water 
Board,  one  paid  and  tne  others  serving  without 
pay;  the  ove  who  is  paid  having  no  more  authori- 
ty, and  nis  v  te  counting  no  more,  than  that  of 
any  of  the  other  eight.  His  po  >?er,  as  a  member 
of  the  board,  wheu  it  cocoes  to  a  t-*st  ques- 
tion, is  no  greater  than  that  of  any  other 
member,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  if 
we  give  him  ±Jower  and  hold  him  responsible 
for  tne  labor  we  expect  or  nice,  that  would  be  one 
thing;  but  he  is  liable  at  any  moment  to  have  a 
small  number  of  these  outsida  members  coming 
in  to  blcci  the  wheels  and  orevent  binn  fro  on  do- 
ing what  he  thiuks  ought  to  b-  done.  He  will  be 
suppost- a  to  know  all  about  the  thing  and  to  have 
studied  up  the  who!<'  busi  ess  of  the  Water  Board ; 
but  if  he  bas  only  ote  vote  out  of  nine  to  carry 
out  his  views  it  seem?  re  me  that  under  those  cir- 
cu.uir.ta.ces  he  car.  well  say  tb-.t  he  is  not  respon- 
sible tor  the  way  things  are  done  or  lett  undone. 
We  ought  to  have  some  one  in  the  WatQr  Board 
to  whom  we  can  look  aod  hold  responsible  for  the 
things  that  are  do  v ,  so  that  when  anything  is  done 
wrong  we  cannot  have  it  said  by  everybody.  Why, 
that  was  lo't  my  doing;  or  throw  it  off  fiocu  one 
man  to  another,  so  that  no  one  will  know  who  did 
it.  If  there  are  thiee  men  upon  the  board,  n  will 
take  two  to  carry  out  a  measure,  a*  d  there  will  be 
a  direct  responsibility.  The  great  trouble  in  the 
City  Government  is  the  shirking  of  r.-spoosibility  ; 
we  cannot  tell  whose  fault  it  was  when,  a  thing  is 
done  or  left  undone.  It  is  so  in  this  Council,  com- 
posed ot  a  large  body  of  ncen — we  caauct  tell  who 
is  responsible  for  anything;  and  it  will  be  the 
same  in  the  Water  Board  proposed  by  the  major- 
ity. The  president  will  say  he  had  been 
so  interfered  with  that  bis  plans  could 
n-vt  be  carried  out;  while  others  would 
say,  We  had  to  trust  it  to  the  president, and  there- 
fore we  are  not  res  oonsible.  It  seems  to  me  to  be 
no  great  work  of  imagination  to  arrive  at  the 
opinion  that  such  a  difficulty  will  arise,  though  it 
is  not  certain  to  occur.  It  may  be  that  this  scheme 
worked  well  in  the  case  of  Ce  atral  Park  in  New 
York,  and  that  it  may  have  done  so  in  other  cases; 
but,  because  thtt  is  the  ca«e,  it  don't  follow  that 
we  ought  to  adopt  it  in  another  case.  It  is  a  ques- 
tion whether  we  will  have  one  man  with  no  re- 
sponsibility or  three  men  upon  whom  the  respon- 
sibility can  be  fixed. 

Mr.  Howe?  of  Ward  11— The  difficulty  with  the 
argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  is  that 
it  proves  too  much.  If  this  system  of  having  a 
loose  commission,  in  which  one  man  is  paid  and 
eight,  or  an  indefinite  number,  are  not,  is  so  ad- 
vantageous a»  he  claims  it  to  be,  it  certainly 
ought  to  be  applied  to  every  department.  But 
the  difficulty  with  that  plan,  as  I  conceive  it,  is 
this :  the  paid  commissioner  will  have  all  the 
power  and  the  other  membeis  will  be  nonentities 
Admitting  that  the  system  worked  well  in  the 
case  of  Central  Park,  and  that  it  may  do  so  in  all 
others,  the  city  might  as  well  have  one  man  ap- 
pointed to  be  Water  or  Health  Commissioner  and 
have  entire  charge  of  the  department.  But  such 
principles  are,  to  my  mind,  repugnant  to  the  the- 
ory of  our  City  Govern  me  at.  They  do  very 
well  if  you  have  the  rigbt  man.  If  tbis  commis- 
sion is  appointed  in  this  wav,  it  seems  to  me  ut- 
terly impossible  but  for  it  to  result  in  one  of  two 
things,  either  the  paid  commissioner  must  be  a 
small  autocrat  in  his  way,  and  the  other  members 
of  the  board  his  humble  servants,  or  else  he  will 
be  merely  the  secretary  to  register  the  decrees  of 
the  board.  If  ha  is  a  man  of  strong  mental  cali- 
bre he  will  overrule  them,  and  compel  them  to 
acquiesce;  if  they  are  stronger  than  he  is,  he  will 
sink  down  to  a  mere  assistant.  I  do  not  think  we 
desire  either  of  these  two.  The  plan  proposed  by 
the  majority  is  more  intricate  than  the  present 
system'of  a  loose  commission;  itoffeis  neither  the 
satisfaction  of  the  present  one,  nor  the  compact- 
ness and  efficiency  of  a  paid  board.  I  hope  the 
report  of  Ihe  minority  will  prevail. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9— When  I  first  read  these 
reports  I  felt  that  that  of  the  minority  came  nearer 
my  views  on  the  subject  than  that  of  the  majori- 
ty;  but  on  reflection,  and  especially  after  hearing 
what  seems  to  have  been  the  excellent  argument 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12, 1  think  that  the 
majority  report  ought  to  be  accepted,  for  the 
reason  that  the  work  under  a  board  so  organized 
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would  be  better  clone,  arid  we  should  more  diiect- 
ly  get  at  the  result-  for  which,  we  strive.  General- 
ly in  works  of  a  public  nature  it  is  ar.  excellent 
plan  for  v.i  to  rake  notice  of  what  is  done  by  men 
of  ratelligence  and  experier.c:;  in  laige  business 
affairs.  It  is  always  found  that  such  individual  a, 
■who  have  much  at  stake,  manage  their  affairs 
more  economically  and  better  in  every  way  than 
those  of  a  public  nature  aie  managed.  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  plan  proposed  by  the  majority  of 
ths  committee  comes  nearer  that  which  would  be 
adopted  by  individuals,  and  tor  this  reason:  un- 
der this  ordinance  the  president  would  stand 
somewhat  m  the  tositron  of  a  president  cf  a  large 
bank  with  his  sight  directors.  He  is  expected  to 
take  all  the  responsibility,  lay  out  tne  work  and 
pr<  sent  it  to  his  directors  to  have  their  judgment 
upon  it;  he  is  bound  by  th^ir  votes:  he  cannot 
take  action  if  t bey  vot;  go  the  contrary  ;  he  can 
have  all  th a  advice  and  suggestions  they  aie  ca- 
pable of  giving,  and  finally  the  responsibility 
rests  upon' him.  As  was  suggested  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12,  ketpmg  in  view  the  question 
of  economy,  the  city  can  afford  to  pay 
such  a  man  a  libeial  salary,  and  thereby 
command  the  services  of  one  of  first-rate 
ability,  and  ctill  have  it  cost  much  less  than  if  the 
salaries  were  divided  among  three  men.  The  re- 
sult will  probably  be  that  the  amount  paid  for  the 
salary  would  be  altogether  out  of  propoi  tion  to 
the  work  done,  or  else  it  would  be  divided  so  that, 
instead  of  giving  one  first-class  man  a  large  95S4- 
ary,  we  should  pay  three  second  or  third  class 
men  small  salaries.  I  did  not  anticipate  any  of 
the  ideas  suggested  by  the  gentleman  fiom  Ward 
11.  He  seems  to  imply  that  this  form  would  be 
contrary  to  all  practice  in  the  City  Government, 
and,  if  my  inference  is  right,  it  would  be  some- 
what undemocratic.  It  strikes  me  entire- 
ly different.  If  it  were  left  to  thiee 
men,  ana  the  Council  were  not  represent- 
ed, that,  to  repeat  an  expression  us^d 
once  before  to.iight,  «ould  certainly  be  a  sort  of 
close  co rpotacion,  whose  proceedings  u  would  be 
extiemely  difficult  to  find  out,  and  wbo  might  take 
action  contrary  to  the  views  of  the  City  Council. 
By  the  aajorit.y  report  the  City  Council  is  very 
well  represented  on  the  board;  if  any  question 
comes  up  concerning  the  working  of  th°  board,  or 
if  any  question  aii^es  in  the  Council  as  to  the  tx- 
pendituie,  there  will  be  an  opportunity  for  arnem- 
ber  of  the  board  to  answer  the  questions  pro- 
posed, to  explain  a  //ay  false  impressions,  lreep  the 
board  in  better  accord  with  the  City  Coun- 
cil, and  keep  the  Council  better  informed 
of  what  is  goiv.e  on  in  the  board.  There 
will  then  be  less  to  ri«k  of  anything 
wrong  being  done,  because  tne  City  Council  will 
always  have  an  opportunity  to  call  tae  boaid  to 
account  by  requiring  an  explanation  from  the 
members  on  this  floor;  uhereas,  if  it  had  to  be 
done  througn  an  investigating  committee,  the 
performa  ceof  the  duty  may  beshum  ea  and  put 
off,  and  we  should  not  get  at  the  facts  «o  well  as 
we  would  under  the  system  proposed  by  the  ma- 
jority. The  gentleman  from  Wain  12  has  made 
an  excellent  and  almost  exhaustive  argument 
upon  the  merits  of  the  question ,  and  it  is  not 
necessary  .o  repeat  what  has  been  said.  1  also 
lite  his  suggestion  in  regard  to  the  ap- 
pointment ot  president;  not  that  I  have 
not  confidence  that  if  the  thing  were 
started  today,  the  Mayor  would  make  an  excellent 
appointment,  but  as  a  matter  of  principle,  I  think 
that  this  board  of  nine  men,  chosen  for  their  pecu- 
liar knowledge  or  adapt  tion  to  the  proposed 
business,  would  be  butler  qualified  to  choose  their 
own  president,  and  liave  better  opportunities  of 
ascertaining  his  fitness,  than  perhaps  the  Mayor 
might  nave.  Therefore  I  hope  the  majority  ie- 
port  will  pass,  and  that  the  amendment  suggested 
by  tbe  gentleman  from  Ward  12  will  be  incor- 
porated in  it. 

Mr.  .Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  am  very  glad  I  suggest- 
ed discussion  upon  this  subject.  It  has  brought 
out  a  good  deal  ot  light.  Now,  sir,  *  like  very 
much  most  of  what  the.  gentlemen  from  Ward  12 
has  said;  it  shows  that  he  understands  tbe,  .sub- 
ject of  apaik.  But  nevertheless  I  am  quite  as 
familiar  with  the  park  question  in  New  York, 
and  I  have  studied  that  matter  for  many  year  . 
The  first  law  for  a  park  was  passed  in  1856,  and  it 
empowered  a  large  body  of  nine  or  eleven  com- 
missioners—I  tlir.k  it  was  nine— and  the  vork 
was  commenced  that  y;:ar.  From  year  to  year 
that  body  was  greatly  reduced  in  numbers,  and 
now  they  have  got  down  to  a  practical  working 
body,     winch      it      was      all     the     time,     but 


bad  to  be  changed.  My  friend  ought  to 
know;;  that  instead  ot  $12,000,000,  thev  have 
spent  $63,000,000,  up  to  tbe  first  ot  last 
February,  which  has  been  the  cost  of  the 
parks  of  New  York.  j.  state  it  o.i  my  own  respon- 
sibility and  I  know  it.  Thirty- r wo  million.!  of  the 
amount  have  been  contributed  by  the  abutters, 
and  of  the  $31,000,000  paid  out  of  the  city  treasury 
$26,000,000  have  been  got  back  by  taxation,  and 
tbe  result  is,  today,  that  the  cost  ot  the  parks 
is  less  than  $6,000,000,  and  if  thev  go  on  m 
the  same  ratio  as  tl.ey  have  goi  e  on,  at  the  end  of 
one  year  from  last  February  they  will  have  paid 
every  dollar  of  that,  and  in  the  next  five 
years,  in  the  same  ratio,  thsy  will  have 
paid  every  dollar  of  tne  entire  park  debt  and 
left  eleven  millions  in  the  treasury  to  tbe  crt  dit  of 
Central  Park.  That  has  been  the  great  success  of 
the  Park  Commission  in  New  York.  I  wont  say  it 
is  the  only  one,  but  it  is  the  only  one  I  have  studied 
thoroughly.  Now,  consistency  is  said  be  be  a 
jewel,  aud  it  is  a  bright  one.  A  f&w  months  ago 
we  had  before  u  j  the  question  of  a  park  commis- 
sion, ad  it  was  proposed  that  no  member  of  the 
City  Council  should  t/S  a  member  of  the  commis- 
sion at  the  same  time.  My  worthy  friend  from 
Ward  9  [Mr.  Jaques]  advocateo  that  proposition  ; 
but  he  comes  in  today  aLd  says  it  is  highly  neces- 
sarv  that  some  membeis  of  the  water  commission 
should  be  members  of  the  City  Council.  "Consis- 
tency, thou  art  a  jewel."  At  that  time  I  advo- 
cated an  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  9  [Mr.  PeQbooy]  and' seconded  by  his 
able  colleague.  I  belrevea  i.  to  be  right  then,  and 
I  believe  it  to  be  right  cow.  I  have  hed  the  pleas- 
ure of  voting  for  gentlemen  here  to  be  mem- 
bers of  the  Water  Board;  they  are  men 
competent  for  th?ir  places,  and  I  should 
do  so  today  if  the  ordinance  were  ot  that 
nature.  But  I  believe  the  body  too  large. 
I  want  a  practical  working  body,  but  upon  the 
same  principle  by  which  aitnost  everybody  voted 
for  the  amendment,  to  the  park  oider,  by  which 
no  member  of  that  commissron  could  be  members 
of  the  City  Government.  1  say  that  no  member 
of  the  City  Council  should  be  a  member  of  the 
Water  Board.  Either  drop  one  or  the  other.  I 
believe  this  discussion  is  going  to  do  a  great  deal 
of  good  upon  this  important  measure.  Let  us 
h&vr  a  good  Water  Board.  If  the  bank  directors 
that  my  friend  speaks  of  had  done  their  duty, 
and  not  left  everything  to  the  president,  Abra- 
ham Jackson  would  not  have  swindled  people  out 
of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dolla'S.  I  Believe 
that  every  man  who  is  a  bank  director  owes  it 
to  the  stockholders  ano  the  public  to  examine 
every  piece  of  paper  that  pisses  through  the 
bank.  I  would  n't  leave  this  question  to  one  man. 
Let  us  have  three  paid  men,  and  pay  them  well. 
Give  us  three  good,  able  men ;  I  care  not  wbo 
they  are.  Give  me  brains,  first-class  brairs.  I 
don't  care  whether  he  be  from  one  class  of 
the  community  or  another.  I  go  for  com- 
petency. My  friend  from  Ward  9  wants  a 
first-class  man— I  don't  mean  those  men  who  are 
rated  fir  t  cla  ss  because  they  walk  in  certain  oaths 
of  lite.  Give  me  discretion,  brains,  men  w^ho  dare 
to  do  riglu,  men  bold  enough  to  declare  an  opinion 
and  standby  it.  If  it  i«  shown  that  he  is  wrong, 
he  will  take  the  back  track  as  I  hav«  done  two  or 
three  times  here.  I  care  not  which  ward  he  comes 
from  or  lives  in,  or  to  what  church  be  belongs, 
or  what  the  color  of  his  cheek.  I  remember  our 
great  war  governor  said —I  heard  it  from  bis  own 
lips— ''1  know  not  what  reward  or  s  unishment, 
awaits  me  in  the  world  to  ccme;  but,  sir,  this  I  do 
know,  that  I  never  was  so  mean  as  to  despise  a 
man  because  he  was  poor,  becai.se  ho  was  igno- 
rant, or  oecause  he  was  black  "  I  don't  call  up 
the  classes  of  society.  Call  up  men  of  brains  and 
judgment  and  put  them  upon  your  Water  Board, 
whether  they  live  upon  Beacon  Hill,  Fort  Hill  or 
Bunker  HiH,  or  in  the  sickly  valley  of  the  Back 
Bav.  Give  me  three  men  who  would  sit  down 
and  con  over  every  question  ana  contract  with- 
out fear  and  without  favor. 

Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  has  stated  the  case  fairly  and  well,  so  far 
as  the  large  number  of  the  board  is  concerned. 
The  illustration  of  die  bank  director,  it  seems  to 
me,  is  a  vary  poor  one,  In  this  case  it  is  intended 
that  the  entire  board  shall  meet  every  tlay,  "pre- 
serve complete  records  ot  their  meeting,  giving 
the  names  of  the  members  present,  their  votes 
and  doings  thereat,''  etc.  I  do  not  understand 
that  the  bank  dnectors  meet  every  day,  and 
1  don't  see  how  this  department  can  be  carried 
on  without  the  board  meeting  every  dz.y.    I  don't 
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see  1  ow  a  majority  of  Ave  can  be  compelled 
to  come  every'  day,  an.i  I  thick  there  should 
be  something  to  meet  that  objection.  As  to  the 
board  selecting  its  own  chairman,  that  seems  to 
be  veiy  foolish  indeed.  It  is  said  that  it  maybe 
well  to  pay  the  president  $7500  or  some  large  sal- 
ary. We  want  an  efficient  man  for  president;  he 
must  be  selectei  in  advance,  and  it  is  foolish  to 
suppose  tnat  all  these  gentlemen  would  be  worth 
$7500.  Nine  men  would  be  chosen  by  the  City 
Council  and  thev  would  choo5?  one  ot  their  num- 
ber to  receive  an  exorbitant  salary.  It  seems  to 
me  that  the  president  must  be  selected  before  he 
comes  into  the  board,  or  the  eight  other  members 
must  suggest  him,  so  that  it  would  be  virtually 
taking  the  election  out  of  their  h*,nds. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9—1  suppose  it  is  expected 
that  I  should  reply  to  the  gentleman  trom  Ward 
5.  I  have  do  wish  to  weary  the  patience  of  the 
Council,  and  will  onlv  allude  to  one  point,  and 
that  is  a  waa t  of  consistency  in  advocating  that 
member?  of  the  Council  shall  be  members  of  this 
board  while  I  opposed  their  beiDg  oa  the  Park 
Commission.  It  seems  to  ma  that  there  is  this 
differenc- — In  the  first  place  I  don't  recollect 
ever  offering  anv  aoendment  to  the  park  order 
or  ever  taking  any  special  part  in  regard  to  that 
order,  whatever,  and  I  am  willing  to  let  that 
pass.  But  the  difference  seems  to  be  this— 
In  the  Park  Commission  the  commissioners 
are  to  have  a  wice  ri,nge  for  their  judg- 
ment and  discretion;  they  ars  to  select  the 
locality  for  a  p^rk  and  the  Council  is  to  provide 
the  money  to  pay  for  it.  It  seems  to  me,  there- 
fore, that  the  two  departments  should  be  entirely 
distinct.  But  in  the  case  of  the  Water  Board  the 
president  is  the  executive  officer  and  the  rest  of 
the  msmbers  are  advisory.  Tl  e  duties  of  that 
board  are  of  an  administrative  nature;  the  work 
will  soon  become  a  regular  routine  duty,  requir- 
ing the  attention  of  one  thoroughly  competent 
man,  and  the  rest  of  the  board  are" to  act  as  ad- 
visers. Another  gentleman  thinks  my  analogy  it 
regard  to  the  banK  president  is  a  poor  one.  It  may 
be  so.  I  merely  alluded  to  rt  as  one  naturally 
occurring  to  me.  But  it  seems  to  me  that 
it  is  not  «o  misapolied  as  he  seems  to  suggest.  He 
seems  to  imply  that  it  is  tor  the  president  to  carry 
on  i  he  affairs  of  the  bank,  and  that  the  directors 
have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  I  know  than  in  the 
bank  with  which  I  am  connected  the  board  has  a 
great  deal  to  do  in  saying  what  should  be  done. 
We  have  regular  meetings,  aocl  no  note  is  dis- 
counted without  the  action  of  the  board.  The 
president  is  the  executive  officer  of  the  board, 
and  the  directors  say  what  shall  be  done;  he  can- 
not take  the  responsibility  ot  exercising  his  judg- 
ment in  a  case  except  it  is  approved  by  his  board. 
So  it  seems  that  in  this  case  the  president 
would  not  require  a  meeting  of  his  board 
every  day,  or  very  frequently,  but  in  the 
regular  routine  of  his  duti»s,  as  previously  agreed 
upon  at  some  meeting  of  the  board,  he  would  be 
doin?  the  administrative  duties  of  his  office.  It 
is  highly  impoitant  that  there  should  be  one 
man  there  all  the  time,  who  is  charged  with  such 
duties.  In  regard  to  the  importance  of  having  a 
first-class  man,  I  don't  thiok  it  is  necessary  to  de- 
fine what  that  means,  although  an  effort  has 
been  made  to  throw  discredit  upon  the  term.  I 
think  every  man  of  intelligence  here  feels  that 
we  do  need  a  first-class  man  for  a  president  of 
the  Water  Board. 

Mr.  Power  of  Ward  21 — I  hope  the  majority  re- 
port will  prevail.  The  matter  has  been  pretty 
well  discussed,  and  I  am  of  the  opir  ion  that  one 
paid  man  will  answer  the  purpose  as  well  as  three, 
inasmuch  as  the  board  will  meet  to  transact  im- 
portant business.  In  conversation  with  some 
gentlemen  or  the  Water  Board  in  Chariestown, 
they  expressed  the  opinion  that  one  competent 
salaried  head  would  be  an  advantage,  and  they 
thought  that  would  obviate  the  present  difficulty. 
After  hearing  the  argument  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12, 1  should  prefer  to  vote  for  the 
majority  report  in  Place  of  that  of  the  minority. 

Mr.  Wil:or.  of  Ward  12—1  desire  to  make  a  little 
more  plain  the  idea  I  had  in  comparing  the  larger 
and  the  smaller  boards.  I  took  occasion  to  speak 
of  the  experience  of  the  Croton  Yater  Board, 
and  at  the  time  of  which  I  spoke  they  were  elect- 
ed by  the  City  Council  of  New  York.'  The  execu- 
tive head  had  two  men  to  override,  and  it  did  not 
militate  against  the  system.  When  the  ring  came 
in,  they  gave  the  appointment  into  the  hands  of 
the  mayor,  and  bad  men  were  put  on  the  board 
and  remaiuert  there  till  the  exposure  a  few  years 
ago.   I  adhere  to  the  statement  I  made  of  the  work 


of  the  Central  Park  Como.iission,5and  with  aknowl- 
edge  of  the  facts  up  to  1868,  at  which  time  Central 
Park  was  substantially  completed,  there  had  been 
an  expenditure  of  $12,000,000  by  a  board  then  con- 
sisting of  seven  or  nine  members.  I  speak  this 
advisedly  and  from  a  knowledge  of  the  fact,  hav- 
ing a  copy  of  every  report  thev  have  made.  In 
1868  an  enlargement  of  the  public  parks  was  put 
into  the  hands  of  three  commissioners  apnointed 
by  the  mavor.  Wh*n  the  Ring  acquired  control 
of  New  York  chev  wished  co  manipulate  the 
board  and  reduced  i;,  and  they  have  saddled 
the  city  with  a  great  oebt.  I  am  gia£  to  know 
that  it  is  so  soon  to  be  paid.  But  I  make  the 
criticism  upon  the  minority  xeport  that  it  is  not 
democratic.  If  gentlemen  will  tu/n  to  the  time 
when  the  first  assembly  was  in  to«?n  meeting,  the 
money  was  tnere  appropriated  for  all  the  purposes 
of  a  municipality.  limes  changed,  and  the  town 
meetiug  was  centralized  into  a  representa- 
tive vote  in  the  Citv  Government.  Now,  sir, 
the  time  has  come  when  that  system  has 
been  found  lDcompetsiot,  am  it  is  tried 
to  substitute  what?  Not  a  democracy;  the 
repiesentatives  of  the  perple  are  not  to  be  con- 
sulted at  oil  in  the  appointment  of  their  agents. 
Under  this  pi oposed  system  the  representatives 
of  the  people  come  here  to  appropriate  money, 
and  having  that  they  mi^ht  as  well  go  home. 
That  system  is  not  in  bainiony  with  democratic 
principles  and  I  object  to  itintoto.  Now, sir, place 
the  expenditure  of  these  vast  sums  in  the  hands  of 
men  responsible  only  to  the  Mayor.  Gentlemen 
will  come  here  who  are  as  modest  m  their  expres- 
sion of  opionion  as  I  am.  They  do  not  desire  to 
oppose  a  nomination  coming  from  a  respectable 
source,  and  the  confirmation  is  made  without  op- 
position. I  do  not  believe  that  way  of  selecting 
boards  is  democratic.  I  believe  it  is  a 
mistake  to  alienate  the  administration  of 
affairs  from  the  constant  examination  of  mem- 
bers of  the  City  Government,  and  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  commissions,  I  believe  it  would  be  be.cter 
to  have  tne  larger  board,  atid  have  as  many  mem- 
bers receive  a  salary  as  are  necessary,  and  have 
members  of  the  City  Council  on  each 
board.  We  should  then  letain  a  knowl- 
edge of  every  expenditure,  and  pay  salaries 
to  none  exeept  those  who  devote  their 
whole  time  to  the  duty.  I  think  that  is  the  theory 
we  shall  be  obliged  to  adopt  hereafter,  and  I  be- 
lieve in  startiao  right.  I  believe  the  business  un- 
der this  plan  will  be  transacted  more  regularly, 
methodically,  rapidly  and  successfully  whsre  the 
departments  and  the  Government  arein  harmony. 

Mr.  Devereux  of  Ward  22  said  he  had  learned  a 
great  deal,  a  ad  asked  whether  the  appointment 
of  the  Mayor  was  democratic. 

Mr.  WilVon  said  he  had  explicitly  stated  that  he 
did  not  think  it  was,  and  he  repeated  his  explana- 
tion of  that  provision  of  the  ordinance.  He  con- 
cluded as  follows:  If  we  are  to  have  the 
one-man  po«er  I  want  a  man  who  can 
carry  eightmen  with  Mm.  He  must  be  so  prompt, 
earnest  acd  cogent  in  his  reasons,  that  he  can 
compel  a  board  of  eight  men  to  agree  with  bim, 
and  not  simoly  carry  two  along  with  him.  I  think, 
therefore,  that  this  position  requires  a  greater 
amount  of  ability  and  tact  and  force  in  the  course 
of  the  business  of  a  larger  board  thau  in  a  smaller 
one. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  ordered,  and  the  motion  to  substitute 
the  minority  report  for  the  majority  was  lost- 
yeas  23,  nays  33: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Brackett,  Burditt,  Crocker,  Cush- 
ing,  Cushman,  Day,  Felt,  Goldthwait,  Guild, 
Howe?,  Kimball,  Loring,  Newton,  Page,  Parker, 
Perkins,  Pierce,  Sampson,  Shaw,  Sprague,  Wads- 
worth,  Whitcomb,  Willcutt— 23. 

Nays  -Messrs.  Barry,  Burge-s.  Cawley,  Clarke, 
Curtis,  Damon,  Devereux,  Duggan,  Ed  wards, Har- 
mon, Hicks,  Hiscox,  Jaques,  Kelley,  Kingsbury, 
Kingsley,  Lappen,  Leighton,  Moley,  IVLooney,  Mor- 
rison, Noyes,  Osborne,  Peabody,  Power,  Sibley, 
Stacey.  Sweetser,  Train,  Walbn'dge,  Whitmore, 
Wilbur,  Wilson— 33. 

The  ordinance  of  the  majority  was  then  passed. 
Sent  up. 

FOURTH  OF  JULY. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  Council  voted  to  adhere  to  its 
former  action  on  the  order  for  celebrating  the 
Fourth  of  July,  and  spoke  in  favor  of  making  the 
sum  $10,000,  but  pending  action  the  Council,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4  voted— 25  for, 
24  against— to  adjourn. 
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CITY   OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JUNE    8,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting-  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS    DRAWN. 

Four  grand  and  six  petit  jurors  weie  drawn  for 
the  June  term  of  the  United  States  District  Court. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS    CONFIRMED. 

Special  Police  Officers- Joseph  H.  Bryaat,  Bun- 
ker Hill  National  Bank,  Charhstown  ;  Darius  N. 
Payson,  Paving  Department;  John  A.  Hill,  Henry 
C.  Barnard,  Boylston  Museum  ;  Jobn  S.  Keller,  34 
Temple  place,  William  H.  Kennard,  West  street 
and  its  vicinity ;  James M.  Foster,  John  A.  Andrew 
Hall;  Henry  Gibson,  Ebenezer  Baptist  Church, 
Concord  sheet;  "William  M.  Jeuks,  Dock  square 
toWmthrop  square;  William  Peters,  Northamp- 
ton-street district;  Charles  H.  Crocker,  East  Bos- 
ton ferries;  William  Bradford,  Thomas  Dawes, 
Frank  Bowman,  Cnarles  W.  Buxton,  Bay  State 
Iron  Works;  Sullivan  M.  Waldrou,  Madison  Block 
and  its  vicinity;  George  A.  Grovei,  Faneuil  Hall 
sauare  and  its  vicinity;  E.  T.  Ready,  Wilson's  Ho- 
tel, Brighton. 

Agents  of  the  City  in  Procuiing  the  Decennial 
Census— Ichaboci  N.  Fernald,  L.  W.  Munroe,  JohD 
A.  Hanson. 

ORDER  OF  NOTICE. 

The  petition  for  a  sewer  id  Bragdon,  Washing* 
ton,  Coaman  paik,  Cobden,  Westminster  avenue, 
Walnut  park,  Egleston  square,  Weld  avenue  and 
Notre  Dame  street  was  considered  on  an  order  of 
notice  for  a  hearing  to  all  parties  objecting.  No 
one  appeared  to  object,  and  the  matter  was  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Fire  Department. 
Cnauocey  Page, remonstrance  against  the  erection 
of  a  ouilding  od  First  street  for  chemical  pur- 
poses. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  Proprietors  of  Pa- 
lais Royal  et  al„  that  projecting  gaslights  in  front 
of  stores  Nos.  90  and  92  Court  street  be  allowed  to 
remain. 

Adams,  Fes«enden  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  maintain 
their  sign  at  177  Court  street. 

Sturucke  &  Goodwin,  to  be  allowed  to  retain  a 
lantern  on  the  froi  tof  the  Crawford  House,  Court 
street. 

Massachusetts  HorticuUural  Society,  for  leave 
to  maintain  theii  lantern  at  Horticultural  Hall. 

Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  for  leave  to 
maintain  their  illuminated  window  at  ths  corner 
of  Elior  and  Tremont  streets. 

W.  V.  Hutchings,  guardian,  for  leave  to  main- 
tain a  lantern  at  2164  Washington  street. 

Tremont  Temple  Corpoialou,  for  leave  to  main- 
tain a  lantern  iu  front  of  their  premises. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Common,  etc. 
Richard  Frothiugham  et  al.,  that  the  square  at 
junction  of  Warren  and  Main  streets,  in  Chailes- 
town,  be  called  "Thompson  Squaie." 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  A  D.  Williams  et 
al.,  forsew^r  in  Walnut  avenue,  Cobden  street, 
etc.;  John  C.  Crowley,  fo:  a  sewer  in  Paris  street, 
from  Marion  to  Brooks  street ;  Wm  C.  Appletori 
et  al.,  remonstrance  against  construction  of 
sewers  in  Pleasant  and  Stoughton  streets,  Ward 
16. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  'George  &  Proctor,  for  leave  to 
erect  wooden  building  on  East  First  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Mary 
Noonan,  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries  caused  by 
defect  in  h  eaeral-street  Bridge. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board  Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as 
follows:  James  H.  Clapp  (to  enlarge),  rear  of  290 
Main  street;  O.  Deshon,  new  wooden  stable  for 
one  horse,  Walk  Hill  street,  Ward  17;  James 
Dana,  new  wooden  stable  for  three  horses,  Wash- 
ington street,  near  Breck  street,  Ward  19;  James 
Bolton,  new  wooden  stable  for  three  horses,  on 
Alaska  street,  near  Blue  Hill  avenue,  Ward  14;  E. 
Farrell,  an  old  woouen  stable  for  one  horse,  on 
Whiting  street,  Ward  15;  William  Gaul,  old  wood- 
en stable  for  one  horse,  on  Euggles  street,  No.  344; 
John  Murphy,  ao  old  wooden  stacle  for  eighteen 
horses,   on   Beach   street,   ne?.r   Medford  street, 


Ward  22;  E.  R.  Wilson,  an  old  wooden  and  brick 
stable  for  six  additional  horses,  on  Sixth  street, 
No.  698,  Ward  12;  J.  J.  McSheehey,  a  new  wooden 
stable  for  six  horses,  on  Bremen  street,  rear  369 
Chelsea  street. 

F.  W.  Mitchell  et  al.,  for  leave  to  maintain  their 
cellars  below  grade  on  Shawmut  avenue  at  corner 
of  Northampton  street. 

P.  E.  Doherty  et  al.,  remonstrance  against  erec- 
tion of  stable  by  James  Nugent  at  679  Second 
street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  E.  H.  R.  Ruggles 
et  al.,  to  abate  nuisance  caused  by  defective  sur- 
face aramage  at  intersection  of  Forest  Hill  ave- 
nue and  Sauford  street. 

Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad  Com- 
pany for  leave  to  close  a  portion  of  Everett  street 
during  the  construction  of  a  railroad  bridge  over 
said  street. 

G.  Fuller  &  Son  et  al.,  that  Market  street  be 
sprinkled  by  the  city. 

Joseph  H."  Rowe,  for  leave  to  sprinkle  streets  in 
Ward  17. 

Huse  &  Baldwn,  for  lec  ve  to  maintain  a  hoist- 
ing beam  at  stable  en  Leverett  street. 

Thomas  Ray  et  al.,  that  Smith  street  extended 
be  put  in  order. 

Petitions  for  Leave  to  Move  Wooden  Buildings— 
S.  &  D.  Richarcs,  from  512  Main  street,  to  Beach 
street,  Charlestown;  John  (Javanagh,  from  22  I 
street  to  East  First  street. 

Petition  for  Brick  Sidewalks— F.  W.  Mitchell, 
on  Northampton  street,  corner  Shawmut  avenue. 

Petitions  for  Edgestones— Henry  Whittaker, 
corner  of  Faneuil  and  Parsons  stnets,  Ward  19; 
Helen  W.  Capen,  Greenough  avenue,  north  side, 
near  Elm;  Mary  A.  Walker,  Elm  street,  West  Rox- 
bury,  near  coiner  Walker ;  Department  of  Public 
Buildings,  at  ergice  house  on  Dartmouth  street. 

Petitions  for  Edgestr.nes  and  Biick  Sidewalk- 
Harriet  Ball,  Edgewood  street,  south  side,  near- 
Warren;  J.  F.  Alderman,  Marcella  street,  north 
side,  corner  Centre;  Friend  Tilden,  at  250  Fifth 
street. 

J.  S.  Banfleld  et  al.,  that  Pacific  street,  Ward  12, 
be  put  m  oider. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Martin  Lonnon,  to  be  compensated  for 
expenaitu'-es  consequent  upon  the  extension  of 
Hartopp  place. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Report  ana  otder  to  set  apart  from  the  item  of 
"Salaries"  iu  the  Police  appropriation  the  sum  of 
$5000  for  "pursuing  and  arresting  criminals." 
Passed.    Sent  down. 

Order  for  a  temporary  loan  of  $2,000,000,  in  an- 
ticipation of  receipts  from  taxes.  Passed— yeas 
12,  nays  0.    Sent  down. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  FOR  CONCUR- 
RENCE. 

Petitions  of  E.  A.  Cushing,  administrator,  Gil- 
bert Wilhamsard  Caroline  W.  Mudge.  Severally 
referred. 

Vote  of  Post  26,  G.  A.  R.,  extending  thanks  to 
the  City  Council  for  civilities  rendered.  Placed 
on  file.  ' 

Order  to  ri,ise  Police  Station  House  No.  8,  at  a 
cost  of  $10,000.    Passed. 

The  report  "inexpedient"  to  locate  a  bathhouse 
on  Craigie's  Bridge  came  up  recommitted  to  Com- 
mittee on  Bathing. 

Alderman  Power  moved  that  the  subject  be  in- 
definitely postponed. 

Aluerman  Worthi-  gton — I  am  not  in  favor  of 
increasing  the  number  of  bathhouses,  but  when 
parties  asu  for  a  hearing  I  nope  they  may  have  an 
opportunity  to  present  tl  eir  case. 

Alderman  Power — The  Committee  on  Bathing 
kDow  all  about  the  merits  of  the  case,  and  are 
unanimous  in  this  report.  They  have  determined 
not  to  increase  the  expense  of  t us  department 
this  year,  and  it  seems  to  me  to  be  folly  to  recom- 
mit this  matter  and  cause  a  waste  of  ■'lie  time  of 
the  committee.  If  the  Chairman  will  read  the 
petition  members  will  see  that  it  is  headed 
by  the  owner  of  a  bathhouse  which  the 
committee  used  to  hire  and  voted  to  dispense 
with,  as  tbeydid  n't  wr=h  to  have  one  there.  The 
owner  of  this  bathhouse  wants  to  gee  a  thousand 
dollars  a  year  for  his  house,  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  it  will  be  a  vaste  of  time  of  the  committee 
by  recommitting  this  matter,  when  they  have  vot- 
ed tha>  they  would  Lot,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances, vote  to  add  one  dollar  to  the  expeuse  of 
thi°  department.  The  gentleman  speaks  of  giv- 
ing the  netitioners  a  hearing.  At  the  same  time 
this  matter  was  before  the  committee   there  was 
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also  a  petition  tor  a  bathhouse  at  Washington 
Village.  I  live  in  South  Boston  and  know  a  bath- 
bouse  is  needed  at  Washington  Village,  for  there 
is  n't  one  within  a  mile  of  the  place;"  and  in  com- 
mittee I  moved  that  they  have  leave  to  withdraw. 
They  may  just  as  well  have  a  heating  as  the  oth- 
ers.' It  seems  to  me  that  the  members  of  the 
committee  have  plenty  of  other  business  to  at- 
tend to  without  having  to  waste  their  time  on  a 
matter  that  tbey  understand  and  are  unanimous 
upon. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpoue  prevailed. 
Notice  sent  down. 

Order  to  erect  an  offal  shed  on  the  city  stable 
lot  on  Highland  street,  at  a  cost  of  $6000.    Passed. 

Communication  from  Thomas  Gogin,  qualify- 
ing the  resignation  of  firs  office  as  a  memh  r  of 
the  Oochituate  Water  Board  so  as  to  taEe  effect 
orj  the  election  of  his  successor.    Placed  on  file. 

Order  for  invitation  of  proposals  to  perform 
the  work  of  reporting  and  publishing  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  City  Council  for  one  year  from 
July  1, 1875,  and  to  make  a  contract  for  the  same. 
Passed. 

An  order  for  a  committee  to  nominate  a  mem- 
ber of  ttie  Cochituate  Water  Bo.j.rd,  in  place  of 
Thom*s  Gogin,  resigned,  earn"1  up  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Water.    Cimcrmed. 

Report  and  order  for  the  expenditure  of  $2000 
for  improvement  of  Orchard  park.   Order  passed. 

Majority  report  -and  ordinance  in  relation  to  the 
care  and  management  of  the  Cochituate  and  Mys- 
tic Water  Works.    (City  Doc,  No.  64.) 

Both  reports  were  read  by  the  Chairman. 

Akierruan  Stebbins— I  move  to  substitute  the 
ordinance  reported  by  the  minority  for  that  of  the 
majority,  passed  by  the  other  branch,  and  as  an 
arg'ument  in  favor  I  rely  entirely  upon  trie  report 
ju»1  read  by  the  Chairman,  which  is  familiar  to 
all  the  members  of  this  Board. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Alderman 
Prescott  and  the  minority  ordinance  was  substi- 
tuted for  that  of  the  majority— yeas  7,  nays  5. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Burrage,  Pope,  Pres- 
cott, Quincy,  Stebbins,'  Viles— 7. 

Nays- Aldermen  Clark,  Harris,  O'Brien,  Power, 
Worobington— 5. 

The  minority  ordinance  was  then  passed  in  non- 
coucurrence.    Sent  down. 

REPORT  FROM  CITY  OFFICER. 

Auditor  of  Accounts.    Monthly  exhibit  for  June 
1.    Following  is  the  state  of  tho  appropriations : 
Appropriations, 
Revenues,  etc.        Expended.     Unexpended. 

General....  $13,438,384.78  $1,287,970.16  $12,150,414.62 
Special 3,913,291.31  117,204.48  3,796,086.83 


Sent  down. 


,351,676.09        $1,405,174.64        $15,94R  ,501.45 


BOSTON,  REVERE  BEACH  &  LYNN  RAILROAD. 

The  chairman  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Board: 

Io  the  matter  of  the  petition  of  Dennis  Nolan, 
for  the  assessment  of  damages  done  to  his  estate 
between  Everett  and  Marginal  streets  at  thp  cor- 
ner of  Doherty  court  and  Everett  street  by  the 
location  of  the  Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn 
Railioad  thereon,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered  (the  parties  consenting),  That  ths  said 
Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad  Company 
give  security  by  a  bond  in  the  sum  of  $4000  for 
the  paymeut  to  said  Nolan  of  such  damages  and 
costs  as  may  be  hereafter  awarded  to  him  for  the 
land  taken  as  aforesaid,  the  sureties  on  said  bond 
to  be  A..  P.  Blake  and  John  G.  Webster. 

Read  once. 

TRANSFER  FOR  ORCHARD-PARK  IMPROVEMENT. 

The  chairman  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Finance  Committee  on  the  request  for  an  appro- 
priation for  the  improvement  of  Orchard  park, 
with  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
be  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  Re- 
served Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Common, 
etc.,  the  sum  of  $2000  for  the  improvement  of 
Orchard  park. 

Read  twice  and  parsed— yeas  11,  nays  1— Alder- 
man Prescott  voting  nay.    Sent  down. 

METHODS  OF  BOOKKEEPING  IN  THE  SEVERAL  DE- 
PARTMENTS. 

Alderman  Stebbins  submitted  the  following: 
The  Joint  Special  Committee  appointed  to  ex- 
amine the  books  ano  accounts  of  the  Treasurer's 
v»nd  Auditor's  departments,  and  see  if  any  im- 
provement is  necessary  or  practicable  in  their 
system  of  keeping  accounts,  and  also  to  see  if  the 


manner  in  which  accounts  are  kept  and  rendered 
by  other  city  departments  require  any  change, 
beg  leave  to  report  that  tbey  have  carefully  ex- 
amined the  method  of  keeping  the  books  and  ac- 
counts in  the  following  departments,  viz..  the 
Treasurer's,  Auditor's,  Public  Buildings,  Health, 
Police,  Public  Institutions,  East  Boston  Fer- 
ries, Paving,  Fire,  Lamps.  Water  and  Sewers. 
Tne  Committee  found  geneially  that  the  systems 
in  operation  in  the  several  departments  were  en- 
tirely satisfactory.  In  two  or  three  of  the  depart- 
ments the  accounts  appeared  to  be  somewhat  de- 
fective, and  too  much  dependence  was  placed  up- 
on the  capacity  of  the  Auditor's  office  to  supply 
any  deficiencies  which  might  be  found.  As  a  bet- 
ter system  is  likely  to  tos  pursued  in  the  tuture,  it 
is  unnecessary  to  specify  those  departments  or  to 
ask  for  any  action  thereon  by  tha  City  Council. 
The  establishment  of  the  Collector's  office  will  be 
ot  great  benefit  to  tbe  citv  by  more  fully  insuriDg 
the  correctness  of  the  accounts  in  the  financial 
department  and  securing  the  prompt  collection  of 
bills  due  the  city. 
Accepted.    Sent  down. 

PERMITS  FOR  STABLES. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  reports  from 
tbe  Committee  ou  Health  on  t'ae  part  of  the 
Board,  recommending  the  granting,  on  the  usual 
conditions,  of  petitions  for  permits  to  occupy  sta- 
bles as  follows:  George  Lamb,  10  Hay  market 
place;  Noreross  &  Myrick,  Myrtle  street,  in  rear 
near  Centre  street,  Ward  17,  (leave  to  erect  a  brick 
stable  subject  to  the  rules  and  legulatious  of  this 
Board);  Joseph  R.  Kendall,  Canal  street,  Ward  20; 
Charles  O.  Hanson,  Wordsworth  street.  Ward  21; 
F.  R.  Currier  &  Co.,  on  new  street,  from  Cam- 
bridge street,  Waid  22;  Leonard  H.  Howe,  Dix 
street,  near  Adams,  Ward  16;  James  Jackson, 
South  street,  near  Washington,  Ward  17.  Sever- 
ally accepted. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  as  follows: 

Minors'  Applications  Granted— 14  newsboys,  2 
bootblacks. 

Amusemsnt  License  Granted— J„  W.  Haskins, 
to  exhibit  the  "wild  men  of  BorLeo"  in  Charles- 
town  on  June  16  and  17. 

Omnibus  License  Granted — O.  B.  Groves,  to  run 
an  omnibus  from  Providence  Railroad  Station  to 
East  Boston  Fairy  via  Eliot  and  Knee  and  streets 
and  Atlantic  avenue. 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted— F.  P.  Chittenden, 
Dorchester  express ;  N.  C.  Hunter,  18  North  Rus- 
sell street. 

License  to  kill  birds  for  scientific  purposes  re- 
fused—Samuel  D.  Crafts,  petitioner. 

Hack  License  Granted—  Sauborn  &  Hardy,  623- 
625  "Washington  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

PROJECTING  SIGNS. 

Alderman  Burrage  submitted  the  following, 
from  the  Committee  on  Police : 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  Creighton  House,  No.  245  Tremont 
street,  to  maintain  tbe  lantern  which  projects 
into  the  street  in  front  of  said  house;  provided  it 
is  secured  io  a  manner  satisfactory  to  the  In- 
spector of  Buildings,  said  permit  to  be  subject  to 
revocation  at  any  time  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief  of  Police  be  directed  to 
notify  the  several  persons  named  in  the  accom- 
panying communication  from  the  Chief  of  Police 
dated  the  first  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1875,  who  have 
hung,  affixed,  erected  or  fastened  signs,  lanterns, 
show  bills  or  show  boards  of  any  description 
whatever  which  project  more  than  one  foot  into 
or  ov-r  Cambridge  street,  Green  street,  Hanover 
street,  Corn  hill  and  State  street,  to  remove  the 
same  forthwith;  and  in  case  the  said  persons,  or 
any  of  them,  neglect  or  refuse  so  to  do  within  ten 
days  from  the  passage  of  this  order,  tbe  Chief  of 
Police  is  hereby  instructed  to  cause  complaints  to 
be  made  as  provided  in  the  twenty-third  section 
of  the  ordinance  in  relation  to  streets,  passed  the 
29tb  of  October,  A.  D.  1869. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

MIDDLESEX  RAILROAD. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  the  following  (Citv 
Doc.  No.  77): 

The  Committee  on  Paving,  to  whom  was  recom- 
mitted the  petition  of  the  Middlesex  Railroad 
Company  for  the  extension  of  their  location  in 
CharlestowL.,  respectfully  report  the  following 
order  of  location : 
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Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  rights  hereto- 
fore granted  to  the  Middlesex  Railroad  Company 
to  lay  down  tracks  in  several  of  the  streets  of  the 
city  of  Boston,  said  company  shall  have  the  right 
to  connect  their  tracks  on  Charles  River  avenue, 
between  Water  street  and  City  square,  Charles- 
town.  Also  to  connect  by  a  curve  track,  ia  said 
City  square,  Ch&ilestown,  the  westerly  track  on 
said  Charles  River  avenue  with  the  track  on  War- 
ren avenue.  Also  for  the  right  to  connect  the 
tracks  or  Main  street  between  Wood  street  and 
Green  street,  Charlestown;  said  connections  being- 
shown  by  red  lines  in  plans  drawn  by  Barbour 
&  Hodges,  Civil  Engineers,!  dated  May  1,  1875, 
and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Super- 
intendent of  Streets.  The  right  to  lay  down  the 
tracks  located  by  this  order  is  upon  the  condition 
that  the  whole  work  of  laying  down  said  tracks 
and  the  form  of  rail  to  be  used  shall  be  under  the 
direction  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Committee 
on  Paving  and  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  and 
shall  be  appioved  by  them.  Aho,  upon  the  condi- 
tion that  the  entire  space  occupied  by  said  con- 
nections shall  be  paved  with  small  granite  blocks, 
to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets.  Also,  upon  the  condition  that  said  Mid- 
dlesex Railroad  Company  shall  accept  this  order 
of  location,  and  shall  agree  in  writing  to  comply 
witn  the  condition  herein  contained,  and  file  said 
acceptance  and  agreement  with  the  City  Clerk, 
within  thirty  days  of  the  date  of  its  passage;  oth- 
erwise, it  shall  be  null  and  void. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

REPAIRING  CHELSEA  BRIDGE. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Bridges: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  be  au- 
thorized to  expend  an  additional  sum  of  $500  in 
repairing  Chelsea  Bridge;  said  sum  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Bridges. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  reports  and  orders 
from  the  Committee  on  Paving  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  Morton  &  Chesley  be  authorized 
to  close  Wareham  street  against  the  passage  of 
vehicles  between  the  hours  of  six  o'clock  P.  M. 
and  six  o'clock  A.  M.,  while  rebuilding  on  said 
street. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed,  in  conjunction  with  the  abetters  on 
Roxbury  street,  to  Water  said  Roxbury  street  for 
the  purpose  of  preserving  the  roadway  of  said 
street;  the  expense  thereof  to  the  city  of  Boston, 
not  exceeding  $100  for  the  present  season,  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Paving. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  for  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  fur- 
nish and  set  edgestones  in  front  of  estate  Nos.  47 
and  49  Hammond  street.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Orders  for  the  Supeimtendent  of  Streets  to  fur- 
nish and  set  edgestones  and  pave  sidewalk  in 
front  of  estates  No.  27  Marcella  street  and  65 
Windsor  street.    Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Orders  for  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  to 
pave  the  sidewalk  with  brick  in  front  of  estates 
No.  26  Warwick  street,  59  Commonwealth  avenue 
(with  faced  brick),  and  67  and  69  I  street,  South 
Boston  (estate  of  Michs,el  Hourihan). 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  recommending  the  granting,  on  the 
usual  conditions',  of  the  following  petitions  for 
leave  to  move  wooden  buildings:  S.  &  D.  Rich- 
ards, from  rear  47-49  Miller  street  to  Canal  street; 
W.  R.  Cavanagh,  from  Blue  Hill  avenue  to  Milton 
line;  S.  &  D.  Richards,  from  Somerville  boundary 
line  to  Sewall's  court;  John  Cavanagh,  from  22  I 
street  to  East  First  street.    Severally  accepted. 

Schedule  of  cost  and  oider  for  collection  of  pro- 
portionate share  of  expense  of  paving  sidewalk 
on  Halleck  street,  near  Ruggles  street.  Order 
read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  Shawmut  avenue,  as  widened  by 
the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  between  Len- 
ox and  Roxbury  streets ;  also  to  reset  the  edge- 
stones, repave  the  gutters,  sidewalks  and  cross- 
ings on  said  avenue;  the  expense  thereof  not  ex- 
ceeding $20,000,  to  be  charged  to  the  appiopriation 
for  widening  Sbawmut  avenue. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

SCHOOLHOUSE  SITE  AT  CITY  POINT. 

Alderman  Prescott  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Jo  nt  Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  on  re- 
quiest  of  School  Committee,  for  a  schoolhouse  site 


at  City  Point,  recommending  the  passage  of  the 
following:  [Messrs.  Cyrus  A.  Page,  Levi  L.  Will- 
cutt  and  Omar  Loring  of  the  committee  dissent 
from  the  foregoing  recommendation.] 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion be  authorized  to  purchase,  ?s  a  site  for  a 
primary  schoolhouse,  the  following  lots  of  land, 
situated  on  Fourth  street  near  the  corner  of  O 
street,  South  Boston,  namely,  a  lot  of  land  owned 
by  Charles  E.  Barry,  containing  4000  square  fe«t, 
more  or  less;  a  lot  of  land  adjoining  the  preced- 
ing, owned  by  the  beiis  of  Thomas  Curtis,  con- 
taining 4000  square  feet,  more  or  less;  and  three 
lots  of  land  adjoining  the  last  named  lot,  owned 
by  Mrs.  William  Dickinson,  containing  12,009 
square  feet,  more  or  less;  rhe  expense  of  pur- 
chasing tne  several  lots  not  to  exceed  tne  sum  of 
seventy-five  cents  per  square  toot,  and  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  purchasing  a 
primary  schoolhouse  site  at  City  Point. 

Read  once. 

STREETS  TO  BE  CLOSED  ON  THI  SEVENTEENTH  OF 
JUNE. 

Alderman  Burrage  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Police: 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief  of  Police  be  directed  to 
close  against  the  passage  of  vehicles,  at  such  hours 
on  the  Seventeenth  of  June  as  may  be  necessary, 
the  streets  designated  by  the  Chief  Marshal  as  the 
route  for  the  procession  on  that  day;  and  also 
such  portions  of  other  streets  as  the  public  safety 
and  convenience  may  require  to  be  closed,  at  any 
other  hours  of  said  day. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief  of  Police  be  directed  to 
exclude  from  Monument  square  and  West  Monu- 
ment avenue,  during  tbe  formation  and  passage 
of  the  procession  on  the  17th  inst.,  all  persons  not 
authorized  to  pass  within  said  square. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

BONDS  OF  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Alderman  Burrage  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  Tnat  Aldermen ,  with  such  as  the 

Common  Council  may  join,  be  a  committee  to 

make  the  annual  examination  of  tbe  bonds  of  the 

several  city  officers. 
Read  twice  and  passed,  and  Aldermen  Burrage 

and  Harris  were  appointed  on  said  committee. 

Sent  down. 

LAND  DAMAGES  AND  ORDER  TO  QUIT. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board : 

Order  to  pay  Josiah  B.jSharland  $595.50,  for  land 
taken  and  damages  occasioned  by  widening 
Shawmut  avenue.    Read  twice  and  passed 

Order  of  notice  to  Arioch  Wentworth,  Catherine 
Keating  and  all  others  to  quit  on  Charlestown 
street,  as  laid  out  April  20, 1875,  on  or  before  July 
1  next  ensuing.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  E.  C.  Banfleld,  trustee,  $1415,25,  for 
land  taken  in  name  of  Susan  B.  March  and  dam- 
ages occasioned  by  the  laying  out  of  Kingsbury 
street.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Hauls  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Sewers,  with  orders  as  follows: 

Order  of  notice  tor  hearing  on  Monday  next  at 
four  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  expediency  of  constructing 
a  sewer  in  Berkeley  street,  between  Appleron  and 
Lawrence  streets,  and  in  Appleton  street,  near 
Berkeley,  and  of  inteution  of  assessing  a  portion 
of  tbe  expense  on  all  persons  who  shall  receive 
any  benefit  thereby.    Passed. 

Order  f ov  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in  How- 
ard and  Gerard  streets.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  $19.26  be  abated  from  the  assess- 
ment levied  upon  EDhraim  Breed's  heirs  for  a 
sewer  in  South  Eden  street,  on  account  of  previ- 
ous payment  of  that  amount. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

DIRECTORS  FOR  PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  the  annual  report  of 
the  Directors  for  Public  Institutions  (City  Doc.  No. 
67),  which  *ras  accented  and  sent  down. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  actual  run- 
ning expenses  of  the  various  institutions  for  the 
past  year : 

Total  Actual 

Expenditures.       Income.         Cost. 
House  of  Industry,^ 

current  expenses,  I    $201,637.15 
House     of     Indus-  |-  $13,413.85     $196,523.14 

try,     Almshouse,  [ 

Charlestown )         8,2!)9.84 

House  of  Correction. .    109,800.70       44,633.79        65,166.91 


JUNE      8,       1875. 


335 


5,258.45 
2,637,58 

2,000.00 


59,388.26 
36,680.28 

16,990.38 
7,573.72 


Lunatic  Hospital 64,626.71 

Pauper  expenses 39,317.86 

Steamer  Henry  Mor- 
rison   18,905.38 

Office  expenses 7,573.72 

$450,161.36     $67,923.67      $382,237.69 
Running;  expenses,  1874-75— 

Total  expenditure $450,161.36 

Income 67,923,67 

$382,237.69 

Expenditure  1874-75 $450,161.36 

Expenditure  1873-74 405,y03.40 

Increase  oi  expenditure  1874-75: $44,257.96 

Actual  running  expenses  1874-75 $382,237 .69 

Actual  running  expenses  1873-4 330,072.29 

Actual  increase  in  running  expenses  1874-75 — $52,165.40 

The  exoenditures  nave  increased  and  decreased 
as  follows,  viz. : 

House   of    Industry,    current    expenses    in- 
creased  $21,360.77 

House  of  Industry,  Almshouse,  Charlestown, 

current  expenses  increased 8,299.84 

House  of  Correction,  increased 3,710.06 

Lunatic  Hospital,  increased 4,638.74 

Pauper  expenses,  increased 15,763.43 

Steamer  Henry  Morrison,  increased 1,393.03 

Office  expenses,  increased 546.19 

Total  increase $55,711.97 

Alterations  at  Rainsford  Island,  decreased....  11,454.01 


Total  increase $44,257 .96 


Anew  brick  laundry  building  has  been  erected, 
at  Deer  Island,  at  a  cost  of  $17,036.41,  for  which 
the  City  Council  made  a  special  appropriation  of 
$15,000  for  the  building;  tbe  excess  of  $2036.41  was 
expended  in  furnishings  and  fittings,  and  the 
amount  has  been  transferred  by  tire  Auditor  from 
tbe  appropriation  for  pauper  expenses.  In  re- 
viewing tbe  past  year,  with  reference  to  the  con- 
dition of  the  institutions,  we  observe,  in  the  first 
place,  an  increased  expenditure  of  $44,257.96  and 
a  decrease  in  tbe  amount  of  income  of  $7907.44, 
tbus  making  the  actual  cost  of  maintaining  the 
institut-ons  $52,165.40  more  than  the  cost  of  tbe 
previous  year;  the  increase  in  the  expenditure  for 
the  House  of  Industry  (to  which,  for  convenience 
of  reference,  is  added  the  expenditure  for  the 
Charlestown  District  Almshouse— $8299.84)  being 
$29,660,  and  the  incteased  cost  on  account  of 
pauper  expenses  being  $15,763. 

The  principal  cause  for  this  additional  expendi- 
ture is  owing  to  the  greatly  increased  number  of 
inmates  both  in  the  institutions  at  Deer  Island, 
and  in  the  State  institutions  for  whose  support 
the  city  is  liable.  The  opinion  expressed  one  year 
ago.  that  one  of  the  results  of  annexation  would 
be  a  considerable  adoition  to  the  numoer  of  per- 
sons to  be  maintained  in  the  institutions,  has  been 
fully  confirmed  by  the  experience  of  the  past 
year.  An  examination  of  the  table  of  inmates 
will  disclose  the  fact  that  a  greater  average  num- 
ber of  persons  have  been  supported  in  all  the  in- 
stitutions than  ever  before.  The  average  number 
during  the  entire  yeai  in  our  institutions  has  been 
2292,  against  2042,  the  average  number  of  the  pre- 
vious year,  be'ng  an  increase  of  250,  or  about  12V2 
percent.  During  the  past  year  the  administra- 
tion of  the  institutions  has  been  successful. 

There  has  been  no  outbreak,  no  epidemic  dis- 
ease, nor  anything  of  an  unusual  nature  to  record. 
All  the  superintendents  have  faithfully  performed 
their  duties,  and  deserve,  as  they  all  receive,  the 
esteem  ana  confidence  of  the  board.  The  number 
of  commitments  to  the  House  of  Industry  during 
the  year  has  been  7366,  against  6896  the  yeai  pre- 
vious, an  increase  of  470  in  that  institution  alone. 
The  institutions,  both  at  Deer  and  Rainsford 
islands,  have  been  crowded  to  repletion.  At  one 
time  during  the  winter  there  were  242  adult  male 
paupers  at  Rainsford — a  larger  number  than  ever 
before,  and  this  notwithstanding  tne  fact  that  the 
Charlestown  District  Almshouse  afforded  a  resi- 
dence for  seventy-nine  of  the  pauper  class,  about 
half  being  males.  Tbe  superintendent  reports 
that  with  comfortable  accommodation^  in  the 
House  of  Industry  for  lodging  400  mei  ,  he  was 
obliged  to  lodge  636. 

The  number  of  inmates  in  tbe  Lunatic  Hospital 
at  the  commencement  of  the  year  was  196.  Since 
thai  time  49  patien's  have  been  admitted  and  47 
have  been  discharged,  and  fbs  number  remaining 
on  the  30th  of  April,  1875,  was  198.  Of  the  49  pa- 
tients leceived,  21  were  committed  by  the  judge 


of  the  Probate  Ccurt,  upon  application  made  to 
him  in  writing  and  signed  by  a  majority  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen.  The  House  of  Con  ection  has 
sustained  a  severe  loss  in  the  death  of  Chailes  H. 
Davis,  the  master,  which  occurred  in  December 
last,  No  special  change  has  taken  place  in  the 
discipline  or  effectiveness  of  the  institution.  No 
new  buildings  nave  been  erected.  Tbe  prison  has 
been  occupied  to  its  full  capacity,  the  largest 
number  of  inmates  during  the  yVar  beii:g  644, 
against  557  last  year. 

The  report  discusses  at  length  the  question  of 
the  employment  of  convict  labor,  which  has  re- 
cently been  investigated  by  a  committee  of  the 
City  Goveromont,  referring  to  the  report  of  tbe 
Committee  ou  Labor  of  tbe  Legislature  on  the 
subject  indorsing  the  action  of  tbe  board.  In 
cootmuing  their  report,  the  board  say  tbe  custom 
of  letting  out  the  labor  of  the  convicts  to  con- 
tractors is  one  which  the  inspectors  deprecate, 
and  some  of  tbe  attendant  evils  of  tbe  practice 
they  deem  worthy  of  particular  attention:  1. 
It  interferes  with  the  good  older  of  tbe  prison,  by 
introducing  outside  persons — employes  of  tbe  con- 
tractors—as foremen,  instructors  and  in  oth- 
er capacities.  2.  It  tenders  it  difficult  to  ar- 
range any  practical  scheme  of  education,  not 
detrimental  to  the  interests  of  cootractors. 
3.  By  allowing  contractors  to  provide  to- 
bacco and  other  luxuries,  for  the  men,  to  pay 
them,  indirectly,  for  overwork;  to  bestow  favors 
on  the  best  workmen,  and  to  discriminate  between 
them;  it  provokes  jealousies  and  discontent,  and 
has  often  led  to  open  assaults.  4.  It  affords  addi- 
tional opportunities  for  conveying  intelligence 
and  contraband  articles  to  tbe  prisoners.  5.  By 
confining  the  avocations  to  such  as  are  furnished 
by  tbe  highest  bidders  for  laoor,  it  makes  it  im- 
possible to  give  to  every  convict  a  trade  by  which 
be  may  earn  remunerative  wages  on  being  dis- 
charged. 6.  It  is  liable  to  enf  ore  e  idleness  on  the 
part  of  the  men,  by  making  their  employment  de- 
pend on  the  caprice  ox  fluctuating  demands  of 
the  contractors.  7.  It  makes  the  office  of 
warden  a  very  trying  position,  because  of  the 
dissatisfaction  of  contractors  with  the  allot- 
ment of  aien,  ana  the  hours  and  amount  of  labor, 
and  tbe  various  complications  constantly  arising 
in  tbe  practical  operation  of  tbe  system.  These 
and  other  like  considerations  have  induced  the 
inspectors  to  believe  that  the  State  might  ad- 
vantageously undertake,  ou  its  own  account,  the 
cultivation  oi'  certain  branches  of  industry  within 
the  prison.  Labor  would  tbus  be  secured  against 
interruption,  and  such  occupations  might  be  in- 
troduced as  v7onld  insure  to  all  employed  trades 
by  which  to  support  themselves  respectably 
when  discharged.  The  directors  have 
adopted  tbe  policy  jf  manufactuiing  clothing 
at  a  stated  price,  by  the  dozen  or  the 
piece,  working  for  well-known  and  responsible 
mercantile  houses,  and  tbus  obtain  sure  returns 
for  all  the  labor  that  can  be  performed  ;  and  thev 
believe  that  in  so  doing  they  are  pursuing  a  mid- 
ale  course,  at  once  the  wisest  and  most  expedient; 
for  while  they  avoid  all  the  evils  of  the  contract 
system  of  prison  labor  on  the  one  hand,  on  tbe 
other  they  do  not  incur  the  expense  of  carrying 
on  an  independent  business  on  their  own  acco'unc, 
or  any  of  tbe  dangers  incident  to  trade.  The  re- 
port is  also  accompanied  by  the  detailed  reports 
of  tbe  heads  of  the  various  institutions. 

PERMITS  FOR  STEAM  ENGINES. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  reports  from  tbe 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines  in  favor  of  granting 
petitions  for  leave  to  use  steam  engines  and  boil- 
ers as  follows: 

George  F.  Meacbam,  127  Summer  street;  W.  S, 
Eaton,  Monk's  wharf;  E.  P.  Cutler  &  Co.,  Culvert 
and  Hampshire  streets.    Severally  accepted. 

TRUSTEES  OF  MT.   HOPE  CEMETERY. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  the  annual  report 
of  trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Cerr.etery  (City  Document 
No.  68),  which  was  accepted  and  sent  down. 

The  total  amount  received  during  the  last 
financial  year,  for  sale  of  lots,  graves,  care  of  lots, 
digging  graves,  etc.,  was  $18,590.26,  t>  decrease  of 
$2203.26  from  the  amount  received  during  the  pre- 
ceding year.  The  expenditures  during  tbe  same 
period,  however,  were  likewise  $2004.55  less.  The 
number  of  full-sized  lots  graded  during  tbe  year 
was  sixty-three,  five  less  than  were  prepared  in 
the  preceding  year.  These  lots  are  located  be- 
tween Greenwood  and  Walnut  avenues,  and  will 
be  completed  early  in  the  present  season.  In  ad- 
dition to  these  lots,  eleven  small  lots  have  been 
prepared,  favorably  located,  on  Cary  walk. 
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Besides  the  usual  labor  expended  in  the  general 
care  of  the  grounds,  800  teet  of  avenues  have  been 
made  and  300  feet,  of  gutters  paved.  These  works, 
like  all  other  similar  ones  connected  with  the 
cemetery,  have  been  executed  in  the  most 
thorough  and  substantial  manner,  and  will  add 
materially  to  the  permanent  value  of  ths  grounds. 
The  excavation  necessary  for  the  erection  of  the 
new  receiving  tomb  has  already  been  made.  The 
stone  work  is  in  course  of  rapid  preparation,  and 
it  is  expected  that  the  to  in  b  will  be  completed  in 
September  next. 

The  need  of  such  a  receptacle  has  long  been 
seriously  felt,  and  the  trustees  believe  that  no 
object  connected  with  the  cemetery  presented 
stronger  claims  for  their  consideration,  and  that 
there  a*-e  uoii">  that  will  ?ive  more  satisfaction  to 
lot  owners  and  others  who  desire  to  use  it  prelim- 
inary to  purchasing.  There  were  524  interments 
in  thi  cemetery  during  the  year,  exclusive  of 
those  interred  in  the  City  Cerretery,  making  the 
wnole  number  of  burials  to  the  present  time  7170. 
The  receipts  from  ali  sources  for  the  year  were 
§44,902.64;  the  expenditures,  $37,844.82;  balance  on 
hand  Aoril  30,  $7057.82. 

THE  FINANCE  DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Quincy  submitt?  u  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Co  iimittee  on  Ordinances,  who  were  or- 
dered to  report  whether  any  amendments  are  nec- 
essary to  the  ordinance  in  relation  to  the  finances 
of  the  city,  in  view  of  the  reorganization  of  the 
Treasury  Department  and  the  establishment  of 
the  Collector's  office,  submitted  a  report  that  it 
would  be  expedient  to  pass  the  following  ordi- 
nances : 

An  Ordinance 
in  relation  to  the  Collector's  and  Assessors'  De- 
partment. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  Aldermen  and  Common 
Council  of  the  City  of  Boston,  in  City  Council  as- 
sembled, as  follows: 

Section  1.  The  City  Collector  shall  give  bond 
for  the  faithful  performance  of  his  duties,  and  tor 
the  safe  custody  of  the  money  and  other  property 
intrusted  to  him  and  to  the  officers  appointed  by 
him,  with  sureties  satisfactoiyjto  the  Mayor  and 
Aldermen,  in  the  penal  sum  of  sever  ty-five  thou- 
sand dollars.  He  shall  appoint  all  the  officers, 
clerks  and  other  persons  employed  in  bis  office, 
subject,  however,  to  confirmation  by  the  Joint 
Standing  Committee  on  the  Treasury  Department. 
He  shall  require  from  said  officers  bonus,  with 
sureties  satisfactory  to  said  committee,  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  their  respective  duties, 
and  for  the  safe  custody  of  the  money  and  other 
property  intrusted  to  them,  as  follows:  The  Col- 
lector's cashier  in  the  penal  sum  of  not  less  than 
twenty  thousand  dollais,  and  Deputy  Collectors 
in  the'penal  sum  of  tot  less  than  five  thousand 
dollars  each. 

Sect.  2.  The  Assessors  shall,  before  delivering 
the  tax  bills  of  any  assessment  to  tha  Collector, 
have  them  coirectly  recorded  in  booirs  prepared 
for  that  purpose,  and  shall  have  the  respective 
amounts  of  said  bills  added  together  and  footed 
at  the  end  ol  each  book,  and  tha  aggregate  of  ali 
the  books  added  together,  to  show  the  total 
amount  of  the  taxes  assessed.  Said  books  shall 
be  delivered  to  tha  Collector  with  the  tax  bills 
therein  recorded. 

Sect.  3.  The  Assessors  shall  render  to  the  Audi- 
tor ait  the  time  the  tax  bills  are  delivered  to  the 
Collector  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  said  bills, 
and  upon  the  first  cf  every  month  a  statement  of 
the  amount  of  all  additional  or  supplementary 
assessments  made  during  the  preceding  month, 
provided  the  amount  thereof  has  not  been  includ- 
ed in  any  amount  previously  rendered.  Such 
statement  shall  also  incluoe  the  amount  of  all 
taxes  abated,  or  determined  to  be  void,  or  remit- 
ted, which  have  been  certified  to  the  Assessors 
during  said  month,  and  shall  specify  the  year  in 
which  siia  taxes  were  laid. 

Sect.  4.  Each  board,  department,  or  officer  of 
the  City  Government  shall  within  the  first  ten 
days  of  every  month  deliver  to  the  Collector  bills 
of  all  dues  which  m  the  course  of  preceding 
month  have  become  payable  through  or  on  ac- 
count of  such  board,  department  or  officer  to  the 
city,  and  shall  every  month,  or  of  tener,  pay  over 
all  moneys  received  and  all  fees  collected  by  au- 
thority of  law  for,  and  payable  to,  the  city,  and 
such  payment  shall  be  accompanied  by  a  state- 
ment explanatory  of  the  same,  and  whenever  any 
bills  or  moneys  shall  be  delivered  or  paid  over  to 
the  Collector  a  statement  of  the  aggregate  amount 


of  such  bills  or  moneys  shall  at  the  same  time  be 
rendered  to  the  City  Auditor. 

Sect.  5.  The  Collector  shall  make  report  in  writ- 
ing to  the  Auditor  monthly,  of  the  amount  ©f  all 
moneys  collected  or  received  by  him,  and  the  ac- 
count upon  which  collected.  He  shall  also,  at  the 
close  of  each  financial  year,  submit  to  the  City 
Council  a  statement  of  all  moneys  by  him  collect- 
ed during  the  year,  the  particular  warrant,  as- 
sessment or  account  upon  which  collected  or  re- 
ceived, and  the  balance  of  moneys  '.mcollected  on 
the  wariants,  assessments  or  schedules  of  depart- 
ments in  his  hands,  and  a  copy  of  such  statement 
shall  be  filed  with  the  Auditor.  The  Collector 
shall  be  the  custodian  of  all  deeds,  bonds,  notes 
and  mortgages  belonging  to  the  city  or  county. 

Sect.  6.  All  ordinance s  or  parts  of  ordinances 
inconsiste  t  with  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance 
are  hereby  repealed. 

An  Ordmaoce 
in  relation  to  the  Treasurer's  Department. 

Be  it  ordaii-ed  by  the  Aldermen  and  Common 
Council  of  the  City  of  Boston,  in  the  City  Council 
assembled,  as  follows: 

Section  1.  The  City  Treasurer  shall  give  bond 
for  the  faithtul  performance  of  his  duties,  and 
for  lie  safe  custody  of  the  money  and  other  prop- 
erty intrusted  to  him  and  to  the  officers  appointed 
by  him,  wirh  sureties  satisfactory  to  the  Mayor 
and  Aldermen  in  the  penal  sum  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars.  He  shall  appoint  all 
the  officers,  clerks  and  other  persons  employed  in 
his  office,  subject,  however,  to  confirmation  by  the 
Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the  Treasury  De- 
partment. He  shall  require  from  said  officers 
bonds,  with  sureties  satisfactory  to  said  commit- 
tee, for  the  taithful  performance  of  their  respec- 
tive duties,  and  for  the  safe  custody  of  the  money 
and  other  property  intrusted  to  them  as  follows : 
the  Treasurer's  cashier,  in  the  penal  sum  of  not 
less  than  twenty  thousand  dollars;  paying  tellers, 
receiving  tellers  and  paymasters,  in  the  penal  sum 
of  not  less  than  ten  thou  and  dollars  each. 

Sect.  2.  All  ordinance?  or  parts  of  ordinances 
inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance 
are  hereby  repealed. 

Severally  read  once  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Alderman  O'Brien  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  on  petition  of 
Boston  University,  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  execute  an  instrument  to 
be  approved  by  the  City  Solicitor,  whereby  the 
city  shall  release  the  conditions  on  the  laud  now 
owned  by  the  Boston  University,  on  East  Concord 
street,  and  whereby  the  said  university  shall,  in 
consideration  of  such  release,  covenant  with  the 
city  that  said  land  shall  be  subject  to  the  restric- 
tion that  it  shall  be  used  for  no  purpose  than  for  a 
female  medical  college,  unless  at  any  time  the 
owners  of  saidland  tor  the  time  being  shall  pay 
to  the  city  a  sum  equal  to  sixty-two  and  one-half 
cents  a  foot  for  the  whole  of  said  laud,  in  which 
case  the  said  land  may  thereafter  be  used  tor 
dwelling  houses  not  less  than  three  stories  in 
height,  the  exterior  walls  of  which  shall  be  of 
brick,  stone  or  iioa. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

CEDAR  GROVE  CEMETERY. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Pope,  the  report  of  Com- 
missioners of  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery  was  taken 
from  the  table,  accepted,  and  sent  down. 

ARMORIES. 

Alderman  Worthing-ton  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Joint  Commitcee  on  Armories: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  hire,  for  a  term  of  three  years  from 
April  1, 1875,  two  rooms  in  the  building  situated 
at  the  corner  of  Harvard  and  Washington  streets, 
the  same  to  serve  tor  armory  purposes  j  the  ex- 
pense, not  exceeding  the  sum  of  $1200  per  annum, 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Armpries. 

Ordered^  That  the  allowarce  for  rent  of  armory 
now  occupied  by  Company  I,  Ninth  Regiment  of 
Infantry,  at  544' Washington  street,  be  discontinu- 
ed from  and  alter  the  first  day  of  July,  A.  D., 
1875. 

Severally  read  once. 

MARKET. 

Alderman  Prescott  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Market  iu  favor  of  granting  the 
petition  of  Harriet  F.Sanderson,  administratrix, 
for  leave   to   transfer   to   Sanderson,   Morse   & 
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Waters  the  lease  of  stalls  41-43  Faneuil  Hall  Mar- 
ket.   Accepted. 

SOUTH  BOSTON  COURT-ROOM. 

Alderman  Prescott  offered  the  lollowing; 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid,  in  addition  to  the 
amount  already  authorized  for  altering  andfitting 
up  the  building  occupied  for  a  municipal  court, 
South  Boston,  the  sum  of  $3064,  tojbe  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  the  county  of  Siiffclk. 

Reau  twice  and  passed. 

RETURNS  OF  PARK  ELECTION. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  Tn at  Aldermen be  a  committee 

to  examine  the  ieturns  of  votes  to  be  cast  in  the 
several  wards  of  this  city  tomorrow  on  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  act  reh  ting  to  public  parks,  and 
that  they  report  the  result  at  the  next  meeting  of 
this  board. 

Passed,  and  Aldermen  Stebbins  and  Viles  were 
appointed  saio'  committee. 

NORTHAMPTON-STREET  DISTRICT. 

Alderman  Stebbins  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Northamp- 
ton- street  District : 

Ordered,  That  there  ze,  allowed  and  paid  to 
John  E.  Fitzgerald  the  sum  of  $4500,  upon  his 
giving  to  uhe  city  a  deed  of  estate  No.  42  New- 
comb  street,  or  a  release  ana  discharge,  satisfac- 
tory to  the  City  Solicitor,  for  all  damages,  costs 
and  expenses  in  consequence  of  toe  taking  of 
said  estate  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  340  of 
the  acts  of  the  year  1873. 

Alderman  Stebbins  moved  that  tie  order  take 
its  second  reading. 

Alderman  Worthington  asked  for  an  explana- 
tion of  this  order. 

Alderman  Stebbins— It  is  an  estate  surrendered 
by  Mr.  Fitzgerald  UDder  the  provisions  of  an  act 
of  the  Legislature  by  which  the  city  has  made 
certain  improvements  on  the  Northampton-street 
district.  The  act  authorizes  parties  not  satisfied 
with  their  assessment  do  surrender  their  pioperty 
to  the  city,  which  is  obliged  to  take  it  at  a  valua- 
tion to  be  agreed  upon,  and  this  is  the  amount 
agreed  upon  oy  Mr.  Fitzgerald  aud  the  Committee 
ou  the  Northampton-street  District. 

At.  the  suggest.on  of  Alderman  Harris,  the  order 
was  amended  by  addine-  the  words,  "said  sum  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Northampton- 
street  District." 

Alderman  Worthington— How  does  this  amount 
compare  with  the  assessed  value  of  the  estate? 

Alderman  Stdbbins—  My  impression  is  that  it  is 
within  one  or  two  hundred  dollars  of  the  assessed 
value  of  the  piopeity.  The  Alderman  from  Ward 
16,  who  had  the  mattei  specially  in  cnarge,  can 
perhaps  state  the  case  more  definitely. 

Alderman  Pope— I  don't  know  the  precise  sum 
at  which  the  estate  was  assessed,  but  it  was  sup- 
posed by  the  committee  that  it  would  net  the  city 
of  Boston  that  sum.  My  impression  is  that  it  is 
assessed  more  than  that,  but  we  did  n't  take  the 
assessed  value  into  consideration.  The  question 
was  as  to  its  present  value. 

Alderman  Worthington— How  did  the  commit- 
tee arrive  at  the  present  value  of  the  lane.  ? 

Aldeiman  Pope— We  had  to  use  our  judgment, 
ano  we  made  inquiries  of  people  supposed  to  be 
acquainted  with  the  value  of  property  in  that 
neighborhood.  I  did  n't  pretend  to  be  familiar 
with  the  value  of  property  there,  but  we  had  two 
gentlemen  from  Ward  14  on  that  committee,  one 
of  wtiom  was  specially  familiar  with  the  value  of 
real  estate.  The  committee  were  at  first  in  favor 
of  reporting  $4600,  but  on  further  inquiry  ascer- 
tained that  there  would  be  no  appeal  to  a  jury  if 
they  reported  $4500.  After  we  agreed  to  the  re- 
port, Mr.  Fitzgerald  at  first  said  he  would  not  ac- 
cept the  award  :  but  he  has  since  concluded  to  do 
so,  and  today  has  agreed  to  take  $4500.  Tne  prop- 
erty has  been  taken  by  the  city  and  out  in  order; 
it  will  toon  be  sold  bv  auction,  and  we  are  in 
hooes  that  it  will  sell  for  more  than  enough  to 
cover  the  expense. 

Alderman  Worthington— The  gentleman  says  he 
did  not  inquire  as   to  the  assessed  value,  and  he 


says  the  committee  ate  in  hopes  of  geuting  the 
amount  named  from  the  sale.  Now  I  have 
watched  the  auction  sales  of  land  in  that  vicinity 
and  in  the  Highlands,  and  I  have  not  yet  known  a 
piece  of  pioperty  to  sell  by  auction  for  within  ten 
or  fifteen  per  cent,  of  the  assessed  value.  I  mere- 
ly call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  fact, 
tot  that  I  am  going  to  oppose  the  paymeat  of  this 
sum,  but  because  I  think  they  will  find  that  if  the 
property  is  sold  at  any  time  within  the  next  year 
it  will  not  bring  more  than  within  ten  or  fifteen 
per  cent,  of  the  assessed  value. 

Alderman  Pope— Does  the  gentleman  know  of 
any  other  property  that  will  bring  within  ten  or 
fifteen  per  cent,  of  the  assessed  value?  I  have 
property  in  the  Sixteenth  Ward  that  will  not,  and 
I  suppose  it  is  so  in  the  Fourteenth  Ward. 

Alderman  Worthington — That  is  the  very  idea  I 
am  suggest!  rg. 

Alderman  Pope— I  understood  that  we  weie  to 
give  >vnat  we  thought  was  the  propei  value  of  the 
estate,  and  I  was  not  aware  that  the  assessors 
were  to  fix  the  ptice. 

Alderman  Worthington — No  one  has  intimated 
that  they  have.  I  am  Only  cautioning  the  com- 
mittee, that  in  settling  ucthat  matter  they  should 
not  get  the  value  of  property  too  high,  or  the  city 
will  lose  too  much  money.  My  impression  is  that 
the  city  would  lose  $500  if  that  pi  opeity  were  sold 
today. 

Alderman  Prescott— Did  the  committee  fix  the 
price  by  the  value  of  the  property  at  the  present 
time  or  when  it  was  surrencered?  It  was  surren- 
dered some  time  ago. 

Aldarman  O'Brien— This  pioperty  was  exam- 
ined by  a  sub-committee,  who  made  their  report 
after  considerable  inquiry  as  to  its  value.  It  was 
bought  by  Mi.  E'itzgerald  a  few  years  ago,  and  we 
have  agreed  to  pay  him  less  than  he  paid  for  it  by 
auctioc.  I  believe  that  if  the  property  were  sold 
by  auction  today  it  would  bring  even  more  than 
the  committee  have  agreed  to  pay  him.  It  is  a 
very  good  two-story  and  a  half  brick  house  oi  an 
improved  stieet,  and  I  am  a  little  surprised  that 
Mr.  Fitzgerald  has  accepted  the  offer  of  the  com- 
mittee. It  was  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Alaerman 
from  Ward  16  to  negotiate  with  Mr.  Fitzgerald, 
and  I  think  ne  has  accomplished  the  work  admir- 
ably, and  to  the  satisfaction  oi  the  committee 
who  have  examined  the  property.  la  fact,  1  think 
the  propei ty  cheap  at  $4500. 

Alderman  Pope — In  justice  to  Mr.  Fitzgerald  I 
would  sti.te  that  he  loses  several  hundred  dollars 
on  the  property.  At  first  he  thought  he  could  not 
accept  $4500,  and  if  he  had  gone  to  a  jury  I  think 
it  would  have  cost  the  city  of  Boston  a  good  deal 
more. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed.  Sent 
down. 

ADDITIONAL  CITY  MESSENGER. 

Alderman  Stebbins  submitted  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Messenaer  be  authorized 
to  employ  an  additional  assistant  to  serve  uutil 
the  18th  day  of  June,  the  compensation  to  be  at 
the  rate  of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  ptr  aay,  be- 
ginning on  the  7th  day  of  June;  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Salaries. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

CONTRACTS  FOR  BUILDINGS  FOR  PUBLIC  INSTITU- 
TIONS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quii.cv  the  report  and 
ordinance  to  amend  ordinance  rlatins:  to  public 
institutions,  so  that  in  the  erection,  alteration  or 
repairs  of  buildings  the  directoi  s  shall  be  subject 
to  the  mle,  respecting  the  issue  of  proposals  there- 
for, which  now  governs  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  was  taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  Quincy  read  a  communication  from 
the  directors  stating  that  they  had  no  objection  to 
the  passage  of  the  ordinance,  if  it  were  deemed 
desirable. 

The  oidinance  war.  passed.    Sent  down. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  a  rece?s  was 
taken  till  7V2  P.  M.,  when  a  convention  with  the 
hchool  Committee  was  neld,  at  the  conclusion  of 
which  the  Board  adjourned  and  stood  adjourned 
till  Monday  next  at  four  o'clock  P.  M. 
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Regular  meeting  at  7l/2  o'clock  P.  M.,  Halsey  J. 
Boardraan,  President,  iD  the  chair. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5,  the  roll  was 
called,  with  the  following  result: 

Present— Messrs.  Beal,  Bent,  Brackett,  Buraitt, 
Clarke,  Collins,  Coyle,  Crocker,  Curtis,  Cushing, 
Cushman,  Damon,  Day,  Devereux,  Duggan,  Felt, 
Goldthwait,  Harngau,  Hicks,  Howes,  Jaques, 
Kimball,  Kingsley,  Leighton,  Loring,  Moley,  Mor- 
rison, Noyes,  Page,  Parker, Peabody,  Pierce,  Pow- 
er, Rice,  Sibley,  Smith,  Sprague,  Sweetser,  Train, 
Wadsworth,  Walbridge,  Wbitcomb,  Wbitmore, 
Wilbur,  Wilson— 45. 

Absent— Messrs.  Anderson, Barry, Burgess,  Caw- 
ley,  Edwards,  Fitzgerald,  Fitzpatrick,  Flynn, 
Guild,  Hamon,  Hiscock,  Kelley,  Kingsbury,  Lap- 
pen,  Long,  Mooney,  Murray,"  Newton,  Osborne, 
Perkins,  Sampson,  Shaw,  Stacey,  Thacber,  Trull, 
Walsn,  Willcurt,  Woods— 28. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Annual  reports  of  Directors  for  Public  Institu- 
tions, Commissioners  of  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery, 
ana  Trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery,and  Auditoi's 
exhibit  for  June  1.    Severally  placed  on  file. 

Petitions  of  George  Procior,  Mary  Noonan  and 
Richard  Frothingham  et  al.,  and  remonstrance  of 
CbaunceyPage.    Severally  refeired. 

Report' that  no  action  is  needed  on  subject  of 
keeping  accounts  in  city  departments.    Accepted. 

Order  for  a  special  committee  to  examine  the 
bonds  of  city  officers.  Read  twice  and  passed,  and 
Messrs.  Sprague  of  Ward  4,  Power  of  Ward  22, 
and  Parker  of  Ward  14  appointed  on  said  commit- 
tee. 

Oroer  for  the  employment  of  an  additional  as- 
sistant messenger,  until  the  18tb  of  June,  at  $1.50 
per  day,  from  June  7.  Read  twice,  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore 
of  Ward  4,  anil  passed. 

Report  and  order  to  set  apart  from  the  item  of 
"Salaries"  in  the  Police  appropriation  the  sum  of 
$5000  for  "pursuing  and  arresting  criminals."  Or- 
der passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Order  to  pay  J.  E.  Fitzgerald  $4500  for  estate  42 
Newcomb  street.    Passed  to  a  second  reading. 

An  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance  in  relation 
to  the  public  institutions.  Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  for  a  temporary  loan  of  $2,000,000,  in  an- 
ticipation of  receipts  from  taxes.  Ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

Report  and  order  tor  a  transfer  of  $2000  from 
ReservedFund,  for  improvement  of  Orchard  Park. 
Order  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Report  and  order  for  release  of  conditions  on 
land  owned  by  the  Boston  University  on  East  Con- 
cord street.    Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

An  ordinance  to  reestablish  the  Cochituate 
Water  Board,  recommended  in  tbe  minority  report 
on  the  subject  (City  Document  No.  64)  came  down 
substituted  for  tbe  ordinance  recommended  in 
the  majoritv  repoit  passed  by  the  Council. 

Mr.  Dav  of  Ward  1  moved  that  the  Council  re- 
cede from  its  former  action  and  concur  with  the 
Board  of  Aldermen. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6,  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays  and  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Day  was  lost— yeas  26,  nays  36. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Brackett,  Buroitt,  Crocker,  Cur- 
tis, Cushing,  Cushman,  Day,  Felt,  Fitzgerald, 
Goldthwait,  Guild,  Howes,  Kimball,  Loring,  Mor- 
rison, Page,  Parker,  Peabodv,  Perkins,  Pierce, 
Shaw,  Smith,  Sprague,  Wadsworth,  Whitcomb, 
Woods— 26. 

Nays— Messrs.  Barry,  Bent,  Burgess,  Clarke, 
Collins,  Coyle,  Damon,  Devereux,  Duggan,  Ed- 
wards, Fitzpatrick,  Harmon,  Harrigan,  Hicks, 
Hiscock,  Jaques,  Kelley,  Kingsbury,  Kinesley, 
Leighton,  Moley,  Murray,  Noyes,  Osborne,  Power, 
Rice,  Sibley,  Stacey,  Sweetser,  Thacher,  Train, 
Walbridere,  Walsh,  Wbitmore,  Wilbur,  Wilson— 
36. 

Sent  up. 

SEVENTEENTH  OF  JUNE. 

The  order  requesting  the  Mayor  to  acpomt,  sub- 
ject to  confirmation,  suitable  persons,  not  ex- 
ceeding three  hundred,  to  serve  as  police  officers 


on  the  17th  inst.,  was  considered  under  the  head 
of  unfinished  business,  and  was  passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

FOURTH  OF  JULY. 

The  motion  made  at  the  last  meeting  by  Mr. 
Jaques  of  Ward  9,  to  reconsider  vote  whereby  the 
Council  adhered  to  its  amendments  to  the  order 
concerning  the  celebration  of  tbe  Fourth  of  July, 
was  taken  up. 

Mr  Jaques — I  made  that  motion  on  the  ground 
that  there  seemed  to  be  a  wide  difference  of  opin- 
ion oetween  this  Dranch  and  the  Boaid  of  Alder- 
men in  regard  to  the  amount  to  be  appropriated, 
and  the  number  of  tha  committee  to  be  appointed. 
It  seems  tome  that  by  adopting  a  sum,  reason- 
able in  itself,  under  all  circumstai  ces,  and  be- 
tween the  amouuts  stated,  we  can  satisfy  all  par- 
ties and  better  consult  the  interests  of  the  city.  I 
therefore  suggest  that  the  sum  be  $10,500,  and  that 
the  committee  consis'  of  six  members  of  this 
Council,  with  such  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may 
join. 

The  reconsideration  prevailed  by  a  rising  vote — 
35  tor,  27  against. 

Mr.  Jaques  Tioved  that  the  amount  be  $10,50o, 
and  that  the  committee  consist  of  six  members  of 
the  Council  with  such  as  the  Board  ot  Aldermen 
may  join. 

Mr.  Whitmore  ef  Ward  4  moved  that  the  sum 
be  $12,000. 

Oa  motion  of  Mi.  Burditt  of  Ward  16,  it  was  or- 
dered that  the  question  be  divided. 

A  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  by  Mr.  Duggan  of 
Ward  5  was  lost. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmoie  ($12,000)  was  lost— 
18  for,  39  against. 

Mr.  Haingan  of  Ward  1  moved  that  the  sum  be 
$12,500.    Lost. 

Mr.  Harmon  of  Watd  6— It  looks  to  me  that 
since  the  first  amount  named  by  the  Council — 
$15,000— is  so  far  from  the  views  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  tbe  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  9  is  a  v-  ry  reasonable  proposition,  and  that 
$10,000  will  come  within  the  wishes  of  the  Board 
a  od  meet  tbe  views  ot  a  majority  of  the  people  of 
Boston.  If  this  order  is  n't  adopted  we  shan't 
have  any  celebration  at  all.  Under  all  the  circum- 
stances, I  think  that  $10,500  is  a  reasonable  sum, 
and  I  hope  the  Council  will  adopt  it.  In  regard  to 
the  committee,  the  Council  has  voted  that  it  con- 
sist of  one  f  iom  each  ward,  which  the  Alderman 
thought  too  large,  and  provided  for  one  ot  five.  As 
we  have  tejected  that  number,  I  hope  the  motion  of 
the  gentlemsm  for  six  members  on  the  part  of  the 
Council  will  prevail,  for  I  think  that  number  is 
sufficiently  large. 

Mr.  Hafrigan  of  Ward  1— Still  afraid  of  the 
Board  of  Aloeimen.  That  is  where  the  trouble 
lies.  Tbe  trouble  is  tbat  somebody  is  afiaid  tbe 
Board  of  Aldermen  will  get  mid.  The  trouble  is 
some  persons  think  we  ought  not  to  have  a  will  of 
our  own  in  this  matter,  and  that  there  is  such  a 
very  great  difference  between  ihe  two  branches. 
The  Board  of  Aldermen  first  brought  for  »ard  an 
order  for  $5500;  afterwards  they  were  rather  di- 
vided, and  some  two  or  three  of  them  had  pluck 
enough  to  go  for  $10,000.  And  so  it  bangs  fire  in 
the  Board  of  Aldermen.  Now,  SU,  it  would  appear 
that  we  are  afraid  of  that  august  body.  It  is 
well  known  by  those  who  have  had  the  haudling  of 
Fouith  of  July  celebrations  in  years  gore  by,  that 
no  kind  of  a  celebration  can  be  gotten  up  for  less 
than  $12,000  or  $15,000.  Last  year  it  was  $19,500, 
and  then  it  was  n't  more  than  balf  a  celebration. 
I  aon't  know  what  kino  of  a  celebration  the  citv 
can  have  for  $10,000,  but  I  should  be  satisfied  with 
tbat  amount  provided  the  other  branch  manifest- 
ed a  more  reasonable  spirit.  The  feelijcg  there  is 
that  we  should  come  down  to  them.  I  don't  wish 
to  be  obstinate,  but  still  I  do  thmk  tbat  $12,000  is 
small  enough  for  this  celebration.  As  for  this  fear 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  I  don't  think  that 
ought  to  go  into  the  matter  at  all.  It  is  simply 
how  much  of  a  celebration  we  can  get  for  the 
money,  and  that,  and  no  other,  is  the  spirit  we 
should  be  guided  by. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13—1  think  it  is  hardly  fair 
to  criticise  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
They  are  leally  disposed,  I  believe,  to  exercise 
their  best  judgment  in  this  matter,  and  it  Isn't 
fair — it  is  n't  courteous,  to  say  the  least — to  criti- 
cise their  motives.  We  all  desire  a  leasonable  ap- 
propriation l.i  order  to  have  a  good  celebration  of 
the  day,  ana  $10,500  seems  to  me  to  be  a  t-*ir  com- 
promise ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men will  yield  so  much  ic  our  favor.  As  to 
the  committee,  I  must  say  I  am  in  ff.vor 
of    a    large    number,    and    upon    this   ground: 
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I  was  upon  that  committee  last  year, 
serving  on  the  Sub-OomrnitteQ  on  Music.  We 
held  several  long-  sessions  in  Mr.  Bugbee's  room, 
and  t  have  yet'tc  learn  of  any  time  spent  at 
Packer' -.  We  did  not  visit  there  at  all.  Iao  not 
believe  that  a  large  committee  is  going  to  spend  a 
great  amount  in  junketing,  where  certainly  the 
wish  of  this  body'is  to  farms'i  the  children  and 
the  people  with  all  that  can  be  procured  by  the 
appropriation.  That  I  believe  to  be  the  true  view 
of  che  matter,  and  I  hope  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
will  not  stand  upon  the  number  of  the  com- 
mittee. There  certainly  is  a  great  convenience 
in  having  one  gentleman  from  each  ward  on 
the  committe°,  in  the  matter  of  distributing 
tickets,  for  which  there  are  a  great  many  applica- 
tions. I  have  no  tear  that  the  committee  will 
spend  one  iota  of  this  appropriation  in  junket- 
ing; it  is  too  absurd  to  think  of  for  a  moment.  I 
hope  the  $10,500  will  be  voted,  and  that  the  com- 
mitcee  will  consist  of  one  from  each  ward. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— I  agree  with  the  geotle- 
man  from  Ward  13.  I  want  a  erentlrmau  from  ray 
ward  upon  that  committee.  I  cannot  be  upon  that 
committee  myself,  as  the  President  well  koows, 
as  I  have  too  much  other  business  to  attend  to. 
As  the  gentleman  has  said,  there  are  tickets  tobe 
divided  among  citizens  of  each  ward,  and  a  com- 
mittee of  half  a  dozen  cannot  oo  it.  I  want  to 
see  a  committee  of  one  from  each  ward,  the  old 
democratic  way.  I  don't  care  what  the  sura  is;  I 
don't  want  it  too  small;  but  I  am  willing  to 
make  a  compromise,  provided  the  sum  is 
enough  to  give  a  decent  celebration.  I  do 
want  to  see  each  ward  represented  upon  that 
committee;  I  want  to  see  some  good  representa- 
tive from  mv  ward  on  that  committee  to  dis- 
tribute tickets  to  the  persons  entitled  to  them.  I 
don't  want  a  man  from  Charlestowu,  Roxbury. 
or  Ward  6,  or  another  ward  to  represent  my  ward, 
I  hope  the  larger  committee  will  be  adhered  to, 
and  as  lor  the  sum  I  will  agree  to  anything  tnat  is 
decent. 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6— The  progress  of  en- 
lightenment is  gratifying  to  every  frieud  of 
civilization,  and  I  am  very  glad  to  congratu- 
late you,  sir,  as  the  presiding  officer  of  a 
body  of  men  who  can,  by  an  expression  of 
their  opinions,  the  force  of  their  arguments,  cause 
enlightenment  upon  certain  subjects  to  spread 
and  change  the  airection  of  iea<onable  minds. 
Some  few  weeks  since  we  advocated  $15,000  for 
the  celebration  of  the  Fourth  of  July.  It  ascend- 
ed to  the  upper  branch  of  this  Government,  but 
elicited  no  discussion  whatevei.  Nothing  what- 
ever was  !■  aid,  but  it  was  shorn  of  two-thuds  of 
the  amount,  and  sent  down  with  directions  as  to 
bow  the  committee  stiould  be  appointed  and  the 
money  spent.  As  I  have  remarked,  we  were  told 
ho?/  much  should  be  spent  tor  the  chil- 
dren, and  how  much  for  other  entertain- 
ments. In  the  few  remarks  made  here,  some 
reasonable  expressions  were  uttered  with  regard 
to  the  necessitv  of  perpetuating  the  remembiance 
of  the  nation's  holiday,  and  the  order  went  back 
again  to  the  other  branch  of  the  City  Ceuncil. 
Then,  sir,  those  geaitlemeu  discussed  it,  and  in- 
stead of  being  sent  back  to  this  body  by  a  unani- 
mous vote,  it  received  a  lean  majority  of  seven  to 
five.  Gentlemen  rise  in  their  seats  here  and 
say  we  should  not  criticise  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen and  should  not  refer  to  them.  I 
would  pay  the  same  respect  to  members  of 
that  honorable  Board  that  I  woula  to  any  gentle- 
man in  this  Council,  many  of  whom  I  consider 
fully  as  competent  to  judge  of  this  matter  sls  any 
of  that  honorable  body  may  be.  But  at  the  same 
time  men  gain  information  by  attrition  of  mind 
and  reasoning ;  and  I  must  certah.ly  be  permitted 
to  state  here  that  I  think  the  upper  branch  have 
gained  some  information  of  the  desire  and  temper 
of  the  people  of  Boston  with  regard  to  the  cele- 
britionof  tne  Fourth  of  July.  In  the  first  place, 
$5000,  to  a  great,  many,  is  a  large  sum  ot  money. 
I  suppose  that  you  and  I  would  think  we  had 
a  handsome  siim  if  we  had  earned  $5000 
in  a  f  sw  weeks.  But  $5000  for  the  celebration  of 
the  Fourth  of  July  in  a  city  like  Boston  would  ap- 
pear to  every  other  city  in  the  republic  as  too 
in  significant  and  mean  a'sum  for  the  purpose.  It 
would  make  the  city  of  Boston  appear  something 
in  the  position  of  the  man  who  bargained  tor  a 
second-hand  tombstone  for  his  grandmother's 
grave,  because  the  old  lady  had  been 
dead  so  long.  It  has  appeared  to  me 
m  the  whole  of  this  discission  that  vo  the 
larguage  of  a  familiar  Latin  quotation — I 
do  cot  wish  to  appear  pedantic  by  quoting  Latin, 


for  I  am  no  Latin  scholar,  though  the  line  occurs 
tome  just  now— medistutissimusibis, "themid&le 
com>e  is  the  safest."  which  I  think,  sir,  ts  the 
one  we  should  take  in  this  matter.  We  wish  to 
tieat  the  upper  branch  ot  the  City  Council 
with  courtesy  vs.  oider  to  receive  it  in  re- 
turn, aad  it  is  no  reason  that  we  should 
treat  them  in  a  oiscouiteou^  manner  and 
send  them  back  anything  that  emanates  from 
them  without  a  particle  of  discussion  because 
we  have  received  it  thus,  any  more  than  you 
and  I  should  treat  an  individual  rudely  because 
he  forgets  courtesy,  I  really  think,  as  I  have 
warmly  expressed  it  in  sonde  remarks  before — 
and  I  will  not  trust  myself  to  do  so  again — 
that  we  should  adopt  $10,500  as  a  middle  sum 
and  an  amount  proper  to  expend.  I  can  only  >ay 
that,  if  the  patriotic  feeling— and  every  citizen 
of  Bos;on  has  a  certain  amount  of  it— lingers  in 
our  breasts,  we  desire  to  observe  the  nation's 
birthdav  as  become^  American  citizens,  proud  of 
our  republic,  and  a-i  becomes  a  city  whose  posi- 
tion, name  and  reputation  we  are  proad  to  repre- 
sent. 

We  have  gentlemen  who  stand  up  in  this  City 
Government  and  say  it  is  the  youth  of  Boston  who 
should  receive  insc<uetion,  and  "we  old  fellows 
don't  wish  any  celebration  of  the  Fourth  of  July," 
Now,  sir,  we  young  fellows  do  wish  to  learn  some- 
thing by  the  celebration  of  the  Fourth  of  July. 
This  ''old-feilow"  style  reminds  me  vey  mach  of 
a  very  noted  man  of  old,  who  was  wice  and  pow- 
erful, after  receiving  riches  and  wisdom  and  occu- 
pying the  highest  position  of  ruler,  and  after 
reaching  the  summit  of  his  ambition,  Raid,  "Vani- 
ty of  vanities,  all  is  vanity."  He  had  enjoyed  them 
and  did  n't  ao  vise  anybody  else  to.  One  word  about 
this  committee,  which  is  the  great  bugbear  about 
this  matter.  When  gentlemen  look  into  the  ex- 
pense of  the  celebration,  there  is  feeling  that  a 
larg=  amount  will  be  saent  for  incidentals;  for 
when  you  find  that,  in  an  aporopriation  ot  $19, 
000,  $2000  has  been  spent  for  refreshments  for  sub- 
committees, vou  may  well  suppose  that  the  com- 
mittee has  been  too  large,  and  you  begin  at  once 
to  apply  the  pruniug  knife,  not  doubting 
that  the  most  approonate  place  ro  save  is  in  trim- 
ming down  the  committee  to  its  lowest  dimen- 
sions. If  human  nature  could  be  changed,  and 
men's  appetites  for  dinners  and  ice  creams  abated, 
I  should  be  glad  to  see  a  committee  of  one  from 
each  ward.  But  I  think  the  true  course  is 
to  vore  for  an  appropriation  of  $10,500  and  a  com- 
mittee of  six  or  seven  from  this  Council  with  such 
as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  join;  and  this  mat- 
ter being  presented  in  a  dignified  and  courteous 
manner,  I  should  hope  it  would  induce  the  other 
branch  to  meet  us  in  a  similar  spirit  for  a  mod- 
erate  celebration   of  the  nation's  birthday. 

Mr.  Shaw — A.  suggestion  has  been  made  to  me — 
to  which  1  am  perfectly  willing  to  submit— that  the 
ticktts  might  be  divided  pro  rata  among  mem- 
bers of  the  Council.  That  has  n*t  been  the  prac- 
tice, and  that  is  what  I  am  aiming  at.  I  want  to 
see  the  people  of  Boston  provided  with  tickets  to 
every  entertainment  that  is  offered;  and  that  sug- 
gestion having  been  made,  I  should  consent  to  a 
committee  of  half  a  dozen,  more  or  less,  if  they 
will  divide  the  tickets  pro  rata  among  members  of 
the  Council,  so  that  they  can  furnish  them  to  their 
constituents  in  their  own  way. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  9— I'should  likp  to  inquire 
if  this  celebration  of  the  Fouith  of  July  is  not  to 
be  public  and  for  all  the  people  ?  If  we  have 
tickets  we  must  have  as  many  as  there  are  inhab- 
itants of  the  city.  I  would  n't  want  the  onerous 
duty  of  doling  out  six  or  eight  thousand  tickets  in 
my  ward. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Devereux  of  Ward  22,  the 
President  of  the  Council  was  added  to  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Jaques  to  make  the  sum 
$10,500  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Whitmore  ot  Ward  4  moved  that  the  com- 
mitt6e  consist  of  twelve  members  of  the  Council. 
Lost. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Jaques  to  make  the 
number  of  the  committee  six,  with  such  as  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  was  adopted. 

The  order  as  then  amended  was  passed— yeas  57, 
nays  6. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Birry.  Beal,  Bent,  Brackett,  Bur- 
ditt,  Burgess,  Clarke,  Collins,  Coyle,  Crocker, 
Curtis.  Cushing,  Cushman,  Day,  Devereux,  Ed- 
wards, Felt,  Fitzgerald,  Fitzpatrick,  Flynn,  Gold- 
th wait,  Guild,  Harmon, Harngan,  Hicks,  Hiseock, 
Howes,  Jaques,  Kulley,  Kimball,  Kiogsley,  Leigh- 
ton,  Lonng,   Moley,    Morrison,   Noyes,  Osborne, 
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Page,  Parker,  Peabody,  Pierce,  Power,  Rice, 
Sampson,  Shaw,  Smith,  Sprague,  Stacey,  Sweet- 
ser,  Tram,  Trull,  Wadsworth,  VVal bridge,  Whit- 
comb,  Whitinore,  Willcutt,  Woods— 57. 

Nays— Messrs.  Anderson,  Damon,  Duggan, 
Kingsbury,  Tbacher,  "Wilbur— 6. 

CONTRACTS  FOE  SUDBURY  RIVER  CONDUIT. 

In  accordance  with  notice,  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 
moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  whereby  was  accept- 
ed the  report  inexpedient  to  pass  the  order  io  re- 
lation tc  sureties  on  bonds  of  contractors  for 
building  Sudbury  River  conduit. 

Mr.  Shaw  requested  that  the  matter  be  post- 
poned till  tbe  next  meeting,  as  h*  had  engage- 
ments regarding  the  celebration  of  tbe  17tb  inst. 
requiring  him  to  leave  at  8y2  P.  M. 

Mr.  S  vv  eetser  of  Ward  10— I  hope  the  Council 
will  vote  not  to  reconsider  tbat  subject,  as  it  will 
delay  the  action  ot  the  Water  Board  very  much, 
and  I  am  aot  awaie  that  any  good  irasoncanbe 
given  for  cucb  an  order.  They  have  opened  the 
bids  and  awarded  tbe  coatracts  to  parties  who  can 
give  satisfactory  bonds  in  New  York  State;  men 
woi  tb  from  a  million  to  a  million  and  a  half  ot 
dollars;  the  bonds  are  perfectly  satisfactory  to 
the  Water  Board,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  any- 
thing should  be  thiown  io  the  way  of  consummat- 
ing those  coutracts.  If  any  good  reason  could 
be  given  I  should  not  object  to  a  week's 
delay.  In  one  instance  whert)  a  contract 
has  been  awarded,  the  bonds  required  are  $50,000, 
and  the  next  lowest  bid  which  comes  in  in  the 
same  proportion  is  §60,000  more  than  on  the  bid 
of  the  partj  in  New  York,  whose  bondsmen  are  as 
good  as  any  in  Massachusetts  ind  perfectly  satis- 
factory to  the  Water  Board.  I  hope  the  Council 
will  vote  cot  to  leconsicer. 

Mr.  Shaw — 1  undertake  to  say  that  no  legal  con- 
tract has  been  made.  Who  was  president  of  the 
Water  Board,  sir?  The  president  had  sent  in  his 
resignation  before  the  contracts  were  a  warned, 
and  he  hao  no  right  to  Sinn  them.  There  is  no  le- 
gal president  to  sign  them,  and  if  he  signed  any- 
thing he  did  so  af  ter  be  had  re-'igned  his  place. 
There  is  no  question  about  that. 

Mr.  Noyesof  Ward  5— No  contracts  have  been 
signed  as  yet. 

Mi.  Shaw— I  took  the  statement  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  10,  wbo  said  the  contracts  had 
been  made  and  signed. 

Mr.  Sweetser— I  said  the  contracts  had  been 
made,  but  not  signed. 

Mi.  Shaw— Well,  what  is  a  contract?  If  a  con- 
tract is  made  it  must  be  signed  ;  that's  anotber  legal 
point  for  my  friend.  Is  a  contract  a  contract 
until  it  is  sighed  ?  Well,  the  gentleman  says '  the 
contracts  are  mads.  I  leave  that,  sir,  where  it 
belongs.  He  thinks  no  reason  can  be  given  wby 
we  should  refuse  to  take  bonds  of  a  party  outsioe 
of  tbe  State.  There  are  a  thousand  good  reasons. 
In  the  first  place,  they  cannot  be  reached  by  law 
and  made  to  answer  in  the  State  of  M-ssa- 
chusetts.  Is  n't  it  necessary  in  these  times 
that  we  should  protect  oursel-  es?  I  ask 
the  indulgence  of  the  Council  for  good  rea- 
sons, and  if  rhey  do  not  grant  it  I  must  stay  here 
a'sd  neglect  other  business. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9 — I  should  have  no  objec- 
tion to  a  postponement  in  order  to  satisfv  the  gen- 
tleman, or  any  otoer  member  of  the  Council,  if  I 
did  not  feel  that  the  public  interest  might  suffer 
by  so  doinj.  But  I  can  see  that  by  having  ruch  a 
motion  as  this  stand  as  unfini-hed  business,  the 
Water  Beard  might  hesitate  to  complete 
their  contracts.  Aside  from  that  I  think 
the  thing  ought  to  be  settled  upon  its  merits.  A 
reconsideration  of  the  vote  fassed  last  week 
would  be  very  pernicious  in  its  action,  and  verv 
injudicious  for  the  Council  to  adopt.  The  effect 
of  it  is  apparent.  It  might  and  probably  would 
necessitate  the  awarding  of  contracts  at 
higher  prices  than  might  otherwise  be  obtained. 
As  to  tbe  statement  that  we  cam  ot  have  sureties 
from  other  States  and  hold  them  responsible  in 
case  of  neglect,  it  seems  to  me  it  cannot  be  sub- 
stantiated by  any  legal  evidence.  The  statement 
was  thrown  out  that  the  CUy  Solicitor 
had  given  such  an  opinion.  I  am  informed,  on  the 
contrary,  tnat  he  has  given  no  such  oninion,  and 
I  don't  believe  that  any  lawyer  in  this  body  or 
city  would  give  such  an  opinion.  It  may  be  that, 
all  other  things  being  equal.it  would  b«  more 
convenient  to  have  all  the  sureties  residents  <>f 
Massachusetts ;  but  the  difference  is  very  slight 
compared  to  what  s.oulo  be  tbe  effect  of  accept- 
ing '  contracts  at  a  higher  price,  simply  that 
the  sureties  may  be  in  the  State.    I  ax  informed 


that  the  conti  actors  are  all  responsible 
parties,  that  their  sureties  are  satisfac- 
tory, an  c  that  the  next  highest  contract  is  more 
than  the  amount  of  the  bonds  in  difference.  It 
would  be  perfectly  preposterous  to  insist  upon 
this  for  th»  sake  of  giving  somebody  else  a  con- 
tract: and  we  should  not  let  our  intellects  be 
clouded  by  such  statements  as  have  been  made 
here  in  regard  to  the  taking  of  sureties  from  out- 
side the  State.  I  hope  the  motion  will  be  acted 
u-oon  tonight,  and  that  the  vote  will  not  be  recon- 
sidered. 

Mi.  Morrison  of  Ward  9— Did  not  Mr.  Gogin 
f  t ate  in  his  'etter  that  his  resignation  was  to  take 
effect  when  the  City  Government  should  elect  his 
successor?  and  isn't  he  the  Presidei  t  of  the 
Water  Board  until  then? 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12 -The  action  of  Mr. 
Grogir.  was  taken  without  con  -ultatiou  with 
or  advice  from  bis  friends,  and  it  has  so 
complicated  the  position  of  the  Water  Board 
that  the  City  Solicitor  is  of  the  opinion  that 
it  might  invalidate  some  of  their  trao -actions  if 
he  should  act  in  that  capacity.  Mr.  McCleary 
is  of  the  opinion  that  he  can  still  act  as  president, 
but  to  be  on  tbe  safe  side  the  Water  Board  have 
today  chosen  a  president  pro  tern.  Although  Mr. 
Gogin  acts  in  an  advisory  capacity,  he  does  n't  have 
anything  to  do  with  the  legal  action  of  tne  board. 
Now,  sir,  the  main  question  before  the  committee 
is  simply  one  ot  expediency — whether  it  is  expedi- 
ent to  interfere  at  this  stage  of  proceedings  unless 
there  is  sufficient  cause.  You  all  understand  that 
advertisements  have  been  made  for  bids  for  the 
construction  of  the  entire  conduit  except  two  sec- 
tions. By  far  the  larger  part  of  the  contracts 
have  been  awarded  on  terms  the  specif! cations  tor 
which  were  printed  beforehand,  and  this  provision 
wa-'  not  in  tnem.  The  specifications  simply  say 
that  the  bonds  shall  be  "satisfactory  to  the  Water 
Board."  A  contractor  is  bound  to  take  a  contract 
when  awarded  to  him;  and  it  does  s°em  to  ma 
that  the  city  is  bound  in  good  faith  at  least  to  give 
him  the  contract.  The  contracts  have  been  award- 
ed to  the  lowest  bidder,  but  rot  signed.  It  it  found 
that  a  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  is  by  tar  the 
lowest  bidder  on  many  important  sections,  and  be 
offers  as  his  surety  a  rL  an  whose  property  is  valued 
at  many  hundreds  of  thousands, — he  is  worth, 
probably,  a  million  of  dollars,  and  is  considered 
perfectly  sound.  H«  has  been  considered  an  ade- 
quate bond  and  surety  tor  a  very  largs  amount  of 
work  in  this  neighborhood.  He  was  the  lowest 
bidder  UDon  tbe  work  for  the  Brookline  water- 
works, and  it  was  then  thought  impossible  for 
him  to  execute  that  contract  on  the  terms 
proposed;  but  he  has  finished  his  work  to  the 
satisfaction  of  all  parties,  says  he  has  made  a 
good  thiog  out  of  it,  and  is  satisfied  to  take  moxe 
at  the  sa,me  price.  That  being  the  case,  rhe  most 
careful  scrutiny  tbe  Water  Board  have  been  able 
to  make  shows  that  the  city  will  be  abundantly 
secure,  and  it  did  seem  ill-advised  to  the  commit- 
tee to  throw  this  check  into  tbe  work  at  this  time. 
If  the  contractors  and  tneir  bondsmen  were  not 
known  in  this  neighborhood,  the  case  would  be 
different.  But  now  I  do  not  see  that  anything 
can  be  gained  by  interposing  this  objection. 
Therefore  tbe  committee  reported  as  they  did. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  desire  to  be  set  right  on  this  mat- 
ter. I  never  beard  ot  this  order  until  it  was  in- 
troduced cy  the  gentleman  from  Ware1  7,  and 
when  it  was  offered  I  gave  my  opinion  unon  it.  I 
think  rhe  older  is  light  in  principle.  I  don't  care 
anvthing  about  the  New  Jcisey  man.  I  clon't 
know  a  single  bidder  or  a  single  gentle- 
man who  has  been  offered  as  bondsman.  I 
know  nothing  whatever  about  that  part  of  it, 
and  I  care  nothing  about  it.  It  is  only  matter 
of  principle  with  me;  but  I  say  whea  we 
can  get  bondsmen  in  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts, among  our  0"n  citizens,  it  is  ou 
duty  to  do  so.  There  is  n't  a  lawyer 
here  but  perfectly  understands  the  embarrass- 
ment of  collecting  any  amount  froii  citizens  out- 
side of  Massachusetts'.  I  make  that  statement  as 
one  founded  upon  piinciple.  Tbatir.  all.  People 
may  think  I  bave  some  triend  interested,  or  some- 
thing else  that  I  care  for.  I  declare  again  that  I 
never  heard  a  syllable  in  regard  to  it,  till  it  came 
from  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7.  I  don't  desire 
to  press  this  matter.  If  I  am  wrong  let  the  Coun- 
cil say  so.  I  speak  of  it  only  as  a  matter  of 
principle,  with  no  feeling  in  regard  to  it  and  no 
interest  in  it.  I  am  willing  to  let  the  peoale  of 
Boston  know  that  there  is  at  least  one  man  heie 
who  is  willing  to  protect  the  treasury.  Gentlemen 
may  laugh  and  smile;  but   I  rej  resent  a  princi- 
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pie.  There  is  n't  a  lawyer  here  who  doesn't  un- 
ci erstand  my  position. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7— It  appears  that  the 
advertisements  have  ceen  made,  the  contracts 
awarded  aDd  bonds  have  been  given  satisfactory 
to  the  Water  Boaia;  and  after  that  here  comes  a 
proposition — call  it  right  ot  what  you  please,  it  is 
verv  utiu.'ual— that  the  gentleman  from  Ntw 
jersey,  after  complying  with  every  requisi- 
tion, shall  not  g°t  the  contract  unless  he 
supplies  Massachusetts  booosaieo,  no  mat  er 
how  solvent,  how  able  his  bondsmen  maybe  to 
guarantee  the  fulfilment  of  the  contract.  Not 
I  ask  every  member  of  this  Council  if  that  is  just 
and  fail?  if  it  is  equitable  at  this  time?  ii  ii  is 
good  faith  on  the  part  of  the  city,  after  notifying 
him  that  bonds  ftom  outside  of  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts would  be  received,  aari  the  contract 
has  been  awarded,  to  say  that  he  shall  not  have  it, 
because  perhaps  we  might  be  put  to  a  little  trou- 
ble to  collect  those  bonos.  I  say  it  is  unfair.  I 
say  it  is  too  late  to  offer  that  objection,  and  I 
hope  the  vote  will  nor  be  reconsidered. 

Mr.  Shaw— What  I  had  to  say  related  to  the 
future.  The  city  is  bound  to  stmdbyber  own 
faitb.  But  nothing  like  a  majority  ot  the  con- 
tracts have  been  yet  awarded— certainly  not  one  of 
toem  made.  If  a  horse  has  got  outside  of  the 
bars,  the  door  can  be  closed  to  keep  the  other 
horses  in.  Therefore,  I  say,  my  principle  is  right. 
I  go  for  the  interest  of  the  city,  and  I  say  the  city 
should  keep  its  faith.  I  don't  propose  to  go  back 
upon  anything  that  is  properly  done,  even  if  no* 
stiictly  legal,  provided  it  is  done  in  good  faith  by 
an  honorable  committee. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12  in  the  chair. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13  the  main 
question  was  ordered  ana  the  motion  to  reconsid- 
er was  lost. 

Sent  up. 

BOARD  OF  HEALTH  AND  CITY  REGISTRAR. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  submitted  the  following, 
which,  on  his  motion,  was  ordered  to  be  printed 
and  specially  assigned  for  8.30  P.M.  t.vo  weeks 
from  tonight. 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
who  we>e  instructed  to  consider  and  report  if  any 
action  is  necessary  to  defir  e  the  duties  of  the  City 
Registrar  and  the  BoartLpf  Health;  also  to  con- 
sider th9  expediency  of  placing  the  City  Regis- 
trar under  the  control  of  the  Board  of  Health, 
having  examined  the  subject  and  beard  the  va- 
rious parties  interested,  respectfully  submit  the 
following  report:  The  respective  duties  of  the 
City  Registrar  and  the  Board  of  Health  aie,  io  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  dearly  defined  by  stat- 
ute and  ordinance.  Bv  the  former  it  is  made  the 
duty  of  physicians,  undertakers,  and  pd'sons!  hav- 
ing charge  of  funerals,  to  make  certain  returns 
to  city  or  town  clerks,  or  registrars,  for  record. 
By  the  latter  full  powers  for  the  regulation  of  in- 
terments and  the  issuing  of  licenses  therefor 
have  been  delegated  to  the  Board  of  Health, 
which  boarc  now  require,  as  a  conoitiou  piecedent 
to  the  issuing  of  such  license,  a  certificate  of  sub- 
stantially the  same  facts  which  the  statute  le- 
quires  to  be  certified  to  the  Clerk  or  Registrar.  It 
is  asserted  by  the  present  City  Registrar  that  owing- 
to  a  mistaken  assumption  that  the  certificate  re- 
quired Dy  the  Board  of  Health  is  in  lieu  of,  in- 
stead of  additional  to,  that  requ'i-ed  by  statute 
for  tcie  purpose  of  record,  the  duty  of  furnishing 
the  latter  has  be- n  greatly  neglectsd.  If  this  be 
so,  and  the  cornnirtiee  have  no  reason  to  doubt 
the  fact,  thev  would  sugg  st  that  ai>  enforcement 
of  the  statute  penalty  would  suffice  io  a  verv 
short  time  to  dissipate  the  erroneous  belief  re- 
ferred to.  The  requirements  of  the  Board  of 
Health  seem  to  the  committee  reasonable  ana 
proper,  and  the  trouble  of  furnishing  duplicate 
certificates,  one  for  the  obviously  necessary  uses 
of  the  Boara  of  Health,  and  the  other  for  legal 
record,  seems  to  the  committee  too  trifling  for 
consideration. 

Upon  tte  first  proposition  submitted  to  them 
the  committee  would  renort  that,  no  action  is 
necessary  to  define  the  duties  of  tne  City  Regis- 
trar and  the  Board  of  Health,  but  that,  in  th-ir 
opimoc,  the  former  officer  should  cause  the  stat- 
ute penalties  to  bs  enforced  against  those  who  fail 
to  furnish  the  certificates  requited  by  law  to  be 
made  to  bim. 

With  regard  to  the  second  question  referred  to 
this  committee,  na-nely,  whether  it  is  expedient 
to  place  the  City  Registrar  unde1'  the  control  of 
the  Board  of  Health,  a  majority  of  the  committee 
are  satisfied  that  as  matters  are  conducted   at 


present  the  city  is  incurring  a  wholly  unnece'sarv 
expense  in  having  the  records  of '  deaths  made 
twice  over  in  two  distinct  offices.  The  Hoard  of 
Health,  ps  the  oarties  whose  duty  it  is  to  watch 
over  the  health  ot  the  city  and  to  note  the  begin- 
nings and  the  causts  of  disease,  seem  evidently  to 
be  the  authorities  into  who«e  hanrts,  and  under 
whoa°  supervision  these  returns  should  be  made, 
and  in  whose  immediate  charsre  the  records  and 
statistics  deduced  from  these  returns  should  be 
placed;  and  rhis  is  understood  to  be  what  is  actu- 
ally done  in  most,  if  not  in  all,  the  principal  cities 
of  the  Union.  The  laoor  of  d"iui  all  the  *5ork  over 
again  in  the  City  Registrar's  office  seems  to  be  en- 
tirely superfluous  and  to  involve  a  waste  of  the 
city's  money,  and  ought  not  to  b°  allowed  to  con- 
tinue. If  the  registration  of  deaths  should  be 
taken  from  the  City  Registrar  there  would  be  left 
bim  only  the  registration  of  births  and  marriages. 
But  it  would  certainly  bs  most  appropri- 
ate that  the  registration  of  births  should 
be  made  in  the  same  office  as  that  of  deaths.  If, 
as  would  seem  proper,  the  registration  of  births 
should  be  also  transferred  to  the  Board  of  Health, 
the  only  duty  left  to  the  City  Registrar  would  be 
in  relatioo  to  marriages,  and  it  wo -Id  certainly 
be  hardlv  advisable  to  keep  up  an  office  which  is 
now  run  at  an  annual  expense  to  the  city  of  over 
$8000  merely  for  the  purpose  of  registration  of 
marriages.  There  seems  to  be  no  good  reason 
why  this  matter  might  not  also  be  transferred  to 
the  Board  of  Health  and  the  office  ot  City  Regis- 
trar abolished.  This,  of  couise,  could  not  be  ac- 
complished without  the  aid  of  the  State  Legisl  i- 
ture,  and  the  majority  of  the  committee  would 
recomxend  that,  in  order  that  the  results  above 
suggested  may  be  accomplished,  the  Mayor  be 
requested  to  petition  the  neji_t  General  Court  for 
the  enactment  ot  a  statute  which  shall  transfer 
the  presen  t  duties  of  the  City  Registrar  to  the 
Board  of  Health  or  to  some  officer  to  be  appointed 
by  said  noard,  and  to  act  under  its  cont/ol  and 
supervision.  Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  O.  Bigelow. 
David  P„  Kimball. 
Uriel  H.  Crocker. 
Henrv  H.  Sprague. 
O.  H.  Pierce. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  General  Court,  at  its  next  ses- 
sion, for  the  passage  of  an  act  transferring  to  the 
Board  of  Health,  or  to  some  officer  to  be  appoint- 
ed by  them,  the  powers  and  duties  now  exercised 
bv  the  City  R-gistrar. 

The  undersigned,  while  agreeing  fully  in  the 
committee's  conclusions  in  regard  to  the  first  mat- 
ter submitted  for  consideration,  respectfully  dis- 
sent therefrom  in  regard  to  the  second  proposi- 
tion, for  the  following  reasons : 

The  question  which  the  undersigned  supposs  to 
have  been  intended  by  the  Council  is  the  expedi- 
ency of  applying  to  the  Legislature  for  such  a 
change  in  the  city  charter  as  was  proposed  upon 
this  point  Lyths  commissio'iers  on  revision  in 
their  original  draft,  but  which  was  not  adopted 
by  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  This  Changs  proposed 
simply  to  make  the  Registrar  the  appointed  sub- 
ordinate of  the  Board  of  HeaHh,  under  whos?  di- 
rection and  in  whose  office  the  legal  records  pro- 
vided for  by  statue  should  for  the  future  be  made 
and  kept.  By  this  arrangement  the  Registrar 
would  Temain,  as  now,  lesponsible  to  and  subject 
to  tb 3  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
monwealth as  well  as  to  those  of  the  boaid  ap- 
pointing him.  But  the  conclusion  at  which  the 
committee  have  arrived  is  in  favor  of  the  expedi- 
ency of  a  different  course,  viz.,  that  of  abolishing 
the  office  and  the  transfer-  of  its  duties  directly  to 
the  Board  of  Health. 

The  undersigned  cannot  regard  such  change  as 
desirable,  for  the  tollowing  reasons : 

The  intention  of  the  statute  in  tne  creation  of 
this  office  appears  to  have  been  the  preservation 
of  the  legal  evidence  or  certain  facts  in  a  a  authen- 
ticated form,  and  their  record  by  an  officer, 
chosen  for  the  purpose,  whose  certificate  is  made 
prima  facie  evidence  of  such  tacts  in  all  lesral 
proceedings.  As  a  recording';  officer,  whose  duties 
are  defined  by  law,  he  is  subject  to  heavy  penal- 
ties tor  any  neglect  thereof.  Like  otner  record- 
ing officers,  he  mak9s  returns  to  and  leceives  in- 
structions fiocn  the  Secretarj  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

The  duties  of  the  newly  created  Board  of  Health 
have  reference  only  to  the  sanitary  condition  of 
the  city.  It  is  of  the  first  importance  that  they 
shrmld  obtain  the  most  reliable  vital  statistics  in 
a1!  matters  relating  to  death  and  disease.    The  in- 
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formation  formerly  received  through  the  Regis- 
trar's office  is  claimed  to  have  been  defective 
and  erroneous.  Were  there  no  other  method  of 
remedying  this  evil  than  a  tiansrer  of  the 
whole  business  of  this  recording  officer  to  the 
direction  and  custodx  of  a  board  created:  for  a 
widely  different  object,  a  different  question  would 
arise.  But  it  woula  seem  that  another  simple  and 
satisfactory  method  has  been  resorted  to,  by 
which  reliable  information  concerning  deati  and 
disease  is  now  obtained  without  the  necessity  of 
the  boai  d's  assuming  likewise  the  duties  and  re- 
sponsibilities of  an  office  of  legal  lecordof  births, 
deaths  and  marriages,  tor  the  use  of  the  public. 

Personal  incompetency,  if  established  oy  erro- 
neous and  deficient  leturns,  is  not  necessarily  an 
argument,  tor  so  radical  a  change  of  system  as  is 
here  proposed.  If  it  be  thence  argued  that  the 
position  snould  be  no  longer  electivt  by  the  City 
Council  (whicn  fne  undersigned  do  not  admit), 
then  it  -eems  to  the  undersigned  that  the  proper 
person  to  exercise  the  appointing  power  and  to 
assume  the  custody  of  the  records  tor  public  use 
weuld  be  the  City  Clerk,  who  is  himself  by  law 
the  Registrar  in  all  cities  aod  towns  below  a  cer- 
tain population. 

Assuming,  however,  thac  the  City  Couoo.il  are 
equally  capable  of  choosing  a  reliable  and  efficient 
person  to  fill  the  position  of  Registrar-  as  they  are 
to  elect  a  City  Clerk  of  like  qualifications,  it  would 
seem  to  tbe  undersigned  a  direct  advantage  to  the 
Board  of  Health  that  che  official  statistics  show- 
ing the  coanges  from  time  to  time  in  the  death 
rate,  and  thus  testifying  to  the  greater  or  less 
value  of  their  services,  should  issue  from  an  in- 
dependent office  acknowledged  to  be  disinterested 
iu  the  sanitary  results  to  be  theref  torn  deduced. 

It  is  not  pretended  that  the  registration  pre- 
scribed by  statue  could  be  accomplished  more 
economically  in  the  office  of  the  Board  of  Health 
ttwn  uuder  the  City  Registrar,  since  the  services 
af  a  superintendent  would  be  required,  together 
with  the  same  clerical  force  now  employed.  The 
statute  registration  costing  the  same  in  either 
office,  the  only  economv  which  the  undersigned 
can  perceive  would  be  in  the  force  now  employed 
in  recording  and  tabulating  the  statistics  of  death 
and  disease,  which  tne  board  collect  from  physi- 
cians and  undertakers.  If,  as  has  been  asserted, 
ths  board  require  for  their  use  more  extended 
and  differently  tabulateu  leturns  than  are  pre- 
sciibed  by  the  statute  the  amount  saved  might  be 
trifling  in  tbe  extreme,  as  the  clerical  force  oow 
employed  by  the  Registrar  would  not,  in  such 
cases,  suffice. 

The  undersigned  fully  agree  that  if  two-thirds 
of  theRegistrar's  legal  duties  should  be  transferred 
by  statue  to  the  Board  of  Health,  the  remainder 
had  better  follow,  but  they  cannot  regard  this 
statement  of  a  hypothetical  case  as  an  argument 
in  favor  of  the  ti  ansfer  supposed. 

Believing,  therefore,  that  the  business  of  the 
public  office  of  record  for  butns,  deaths  and  mar- 
riages, and  intentions  to  marry,  is  better  provided 
for  according  to  the  General  Statutes  under  cleiks 
or  registrars  than  bv  the  contemplated  transfer  of 
the  same  to  the  Board  of  Health,  and  it  seeming, 
moreover  to  the  undersigned  that  those  advocat- 
ing the  change  and  upon  wnotn  lies  the  burden  of 
proof,  have  failed  to  show  the  existence  of  any 
evil  which  has  not  been,  or  cannot  be,  remedied 
except  by  such  change,  the  unde.-signed  respect- 
fully dissent  from  tne  recommendation  of  the 
committee.  Conviaced,  however,  of  the  desirabil- 
ity of  placing  che  department  in  question  under 
the  supervision  of  a  committee  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil, rhev  would  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order. 

S.  M.  Quincy. 

Hugh  O'Brien. 

John  E.   Fitzgerald. 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on 
Joint  Rules  and  Orders  of  the  City  Council  be  ia- 
stracteo  to  consider  the  expediency  of  so  amend- 
ing said  rules  and  orders  as  to  provide  for  the  es- 
tablisnment  of  a  joint  standing  committee  on  the 
City  Registrar's  Department. 

VEGETABLE  MARKET. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10  the 
Council  took  up  the  special  assignment  for  8y2 
o'clock  P.  M.,  viz.,  report  in  favo:rof  order  for  a 
market  for  sale  of  provisions,  etc.,  on  land  of  the 
Mercantile  Wharf, Corporation.  LCity  Doc.  No.  75, 
1875.] 

Mr.  Devereux  of  Ward  22  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 


Boston,  June  8, 1875. 
Minority  Report  of  Committee  on  the  Expediency 
of  Establishing  a  Vegetable  Market  at  Mercan- 
tile Wharf. 

The  undersigned,  a  minority  of  that  committee, 
most  respectfully  dissent  from  the  report  of  rhe 
majority,  for  the  following  reasons :  That  the  evi- 
dence produced  was  wholly  auo  completely  a 
matter  of  pecuniary  interest  between  partvand 
party,  ana  in  nowise  was  it  a  demand  of  the  great 
public,  who  were  inconvenienced  by  its  present 
location  at  India  wharf ,  and  desired  a  change; 
that  the  evidence  only  elicited  this  fact— that  cer- 
tain interested  persons,  who,  wmle  loudly  claim- 
ing to  have  the  city's  welfare  at  heart,  were  only 
seeking  to  advance  their  own  cause  by  making  the 
city  of  Boston  a  party  to  aid  them,  bv  the  purchase 
of  the  land  necessary  to  attain  that  desired  object 
through  the  Mercantile  Wharf  Corporation,  when, 
at  the  same  time,  the  fact  was  apparent  to  every 
citizen  of  Boston  who  might  seek  to  inform  him- 
self, that  ample  ao  d  complete  facilities  had  already 
existed  for  two  years  at  India  wharf,  where  the 
city  had  placed  them.  And  in  so  far  as  ample 
room,  general  convenience,  and  facilities  for 
transacting  the  business  m  detail  of  av-getable 
market,  general  satisfaction  has  been  universally 
expressed  by  all  rhe  occupants.  This  fact  is  be- 
yood  the  powei  of  contradiction  by  the  evidence 
before  your  committee,  of  a  large  part  of  tbe 
farmers  and  maiket  gardeners  who  were  and  are 
occupants  of  stalls  at  India  wharf.  But  very  few 
seemed  to  entertain  any  other  opinion  exrept  that 
of  general  satisfaction,  and  only  asked  to  be  left 
to  pursue  and  manage  toeir  own  business  in  their 
own  way,  without  municipal  interference,  except 
the  nrotec'lon  afforded  every  citizen  by  the  au- 
thorities to  pursue  his  calling  unmolested  and 
secure. 

And  further,  that  the  Mercantile  Wharf  Com- 
pany, the  principal  party  in  this  transaction,  have 
Ion  £  shown  a  desire  to  cell  the  crty  tbts  'land, 
ano  have  been  in  treaty  for  this  purpose  for  the 
past  two  years ;  but  owing  to  litigation  on  account 
of  the  laying  out  of  Atlautic  avenue,  was  tempora 
rily  abandoned.  That  they  nave  so  sought  to  make 
the  city  of  Boston  or  purchaser  Jis  apparent  from 
the  evidence  produced  before  your  committee,  and 
that  at  an  enormous  profit  when  we  consider  the 
cost  of  tilling  in  the  temto.y,  and  the  betterments 
assessed  thereon.  Forexarnpie:  By  the  testimo- 
ny of  Mr.  Hyr*e,  who  appeared  as  counsel  for  this 
corporation,  and  who  was  an  officer  of  the  com- 
pany, it  appeared  in  evidence  that  che  city  filled 
m  say  about  81,000  feet  for  which  was  charged 
§51,000.  This  amount  covers  about  one-half  of 
their  property ;  the  whole  amount,  as  te.-titied  to 
before  your  committee,  being  165,560  feet  on  which 
was  assessed  by  the  city  betterment-)  ia  the  sum 
of  $75,000  cash  and  34,000  feet  of  land  thrown  in 
for  extension  of  Clinton  and  Richmond  streets,  in 
addition  to  which  was  an  assessment  laid  by  the 
citj  of  $10,000  for  a  sewer,  and  allowed  and  paid 
by  the  corporation.  And  it  further  appears  in 
the  evidence  given  before  your  committee,  that 
the  average  cost  of  filling  this  territory  over  and 
above  betterments  and  value  of  land,  was 
$.1.70  per  foot,  and  yet  in  March  or  April,  1875, 
the  agent  of  this  corporation  named  $5.50  as  the 
price  per  foot,  at  the  same  time  agreeing  to  ex- 
tend Clinton  and  Richmond  jstreet  through  and 
over  the  territory  fifty  (50)  feet  wide  to  Atlantic 
avenue.  This  may  have  appeared  to  be  a  very  gen- 
erous offer.  But  when  the  fact  was  shown  mat 
the  Assessors'  value  of  this  territory  in  and  for 
1874  was  $2.75  pel  foot,  we  fail  to  see  what  good 
reason  can  be  given  for  demanding  of  the  city 
$4.75  per  foot,  unless  the  corporation  imagined 
themselves  masters  of  the  situation,  ana  that  the 
necessities  of  the  city  would  compel  its  pur- 
chase for  a  market  either  at  the  present  time  or  in 
the  i>ear  future.  Your  committee  are  constrained 
to  say  that  certain  expert  tesumony  on  the 
value  of  land  in  and  about  that  vicinity,  given  in 
the  early  part  of  the  hearing,  tended  strongly  in 
that  direction. 

Much  stress  has  been  laid  upon  tne  fact  that  the 
present  income  received  by  the  city  of  the  market 
house  is  equal  to  twenty-four  per  cent,  on  its 
original  cost,  and,  therefore,  the  city  snould  by 
all  means  purchase  this  Mercantile-wharf  prop- 
erty at  any  price,  as  a  matter  of  salvation.  Or,  in 
plain  terms,  perhaps  we  may  say  that,  to  arrest 
the  deterioration  of  the  market-house  property, 
which  will  surely  take  place  by  the  continuance 
of  the  vegetable  market  in  its  present  location  at 
India  wharf,  the  city  must  purchase  this  property. 
This  argument  is  a  fallacy,  and  cannot  be  enter- 
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taiaed  for  au  inst?nt  by  anv  intelligent  man.  The 
market  house  is  a  fixed  fact,  and  its  business,  as 
well  as  its  success,  has  been  made  solely  by  tne 
thrift  and  untim.g  zeal  ai.d  indu  try  of  its  occu- 
pants, who  have  built  up  its  eaorinous  trade 
through  closs  application  and  go>a  fair  dealiag. 
To  use  the  comoion  ph.  ase,  it  cannot  be  wiped  out. 
For,  wherever  you  may  1  jQ&te  a  vegetable  market 
suited  to  the  g  eneral  convenience  or  the  people,  you 
cannot  disturb  the  business  of  Faneuii  Hall  Market 
or  hazard  its  success.  It  has  continued  through 
a  long  series  of  years  (a  hair  a  century) 
and  the  same  line  of  policy  is  pnrsuea  there  now 
in  its  method  of  trade  as  when  it  was  commenced, 
—  good  articles  at  a  fair  profit. 

Much  has  bsen  said,  as  to  the  "monopoly"  by 
the  occupants  ot  Faneuii  Hall  Market,  and  manv 
intelligent  people  seem  creaulous  eLOUgn  to 
believe  it  to  be  true,  to  a  certain  extent;  yet 
those  who  are  conversant  with  tne  method  of 
dealing  there,  and  the  character  of  the  occupants 
of  stalls  and  cellars,  and  understand  the  perisha- 
ble nature  of  the  several  articles  "dealt  in," 
pronouQce  this  simply  "an  absurdity."  The  same 
reply  can  be  made  to  the  "hue  and  cry"  of 
bonuses,  which  seem  to  be  alarming  to  many 
miids;  and  the  conclusion  they  arrive  at  is,  that 
the  bonus  is,  in  part,  the  increased  value  of  the 
mariet  house,  a  d  belongs  to  the  city  ot  Boston, 
as  part  of  its  property.  This  opinion,  if  piac- 
tically  carried  out,  as  has  been  suggested  by  some 
few,  in  times  past,  woo  might  have  "envied" 
these  occupants  their  succsss  througrr  a  lon^ 
series  of  ytars,  would  be  in  plain  terms,  robbery. 
For  what  does  any  intelligent  and  fair-minded  man 
mean  ;>y  "bonus."  Why,  simply  the  value  caused 
by  fair  and  honest  dealing  and  uninterrupted  suc- 
cess, and  commonly  known  as  "good  will"  and  is 
strictly  the  propertv  of  the  person  occupying  the 
premises.  We  might  wrr.n  the  same. propriety 
take  his  wallet  or  pocketbook  and  appropriate  it 
to  our  own  use  as  to  take  this  sum  that  a  bonus 
realized.  "In  a  word,"  it  is  part  of  nis  stock  in 
trade.  The  ''minority"  mention  ihis  matter  of 
bonuses  as  an  exemplification  of  rhe  past  success 
and  general  prosperity  of  i he  occupaats  of  Fan- 
euii Hall  Market  House,  as  well  a?  "an  augury" 
for  the  future,  and  proves  the  truth  of  this  prin- 
ciple of  political  economy —that  the  less  legisla- 
tion the  better  in  the  matter  of  markets  and  mar- 
ket dealers.  But  allow  them  to  pursue  "tbe  even 
tenor  of  their  way"  undisturbed  a£d  free  from  a 
superabundance  of  mui  icipal  regulations.  We 
are  impressed  with  the  force  ot  tnis  truth — "tfn 
greater  the  freedom  tb?>  sui  er  the  success."  That 
we  see  no  good  »urt  sufficievit  reason  why  the  city 
of  Boston  should  enter  into  the  project  of  land 
purchases  for  a  market,  or  in  any  way  to  control 
chem,  any  moie  thau  they  would  to  pui chase  and 
enter  into  any  other  branch  cf  industry. 

It  is  not  within  the  scope  of  authority  granted 
to  a  town  or  city  government  to  do  this.  But  it  is 
their  especial  province,  as  the  controlling  power, 
10  regulate  by  mu -icipal  law,  wholesome  in  its 
character,  as  well  as  to  provide  in  every  way  with- 
in its  means,  the  convenience  aad  accornraodatioo 
of  its  citizens  in  the  purchase  and  sale  of  proauce 
of  this  ki  id.  This  we  feel  the  city  has  already  ac- 
complisoed  in  the  prssenr  location,  and  there 
the  city's  duty  is  ended.  In  concluding  this  vexa- 
tious subjecc  your  committee  feel  constrained  to 
say,  they  earnestly  protest  against  ihe  city  of 
Bo=ton's  purchasing  the  Merchanfiie-wharf  prop- 
erty at  the  present  time.  That  it  is  uncalled  for  by 
any  presumed  necessity  as  unwise  aDd  injudicious 
a  ;d  aodinfc  one  more  burden  to  an  already  heanly 
taxed  people;  that  business  of  every  kind  is 
prostrate;  that  values  are  daily  shrinking; 
that  large  masses  of  the  people  are  idle  and  seek- 
ing in  vain  for  employment;  tbrt  in  proportion 
as  property  shrinks,  rates  of  taxation  must  ad- 
vance, thereby  increasing  the  people's  expenses 
with  no  compensating  income,  ao<l  every  branch 
of  public  industry  is  surrounded  with  gloom  and 
despondency;  that  if  any  necessity  may  arise  in 
the  future  for  the  purchase  of  this  property  as 
contemplated,  it  does  not  <-xist  now,  and  may  at 
pome  futuie  time  be  purchased  at  a  more  favor- 
able price  and  under  more  prosperous  circum- 
stances. John  N.  Devereux. 

Mr.  Devereux  moved  that  his  report  be  printed 
and  that  the  wnole  subject  be  specially  assigned 
for  balf-past  eight  o'clock  at  the  next  meeting. 

Discussion  ensued  a:',  to  che  propriety  of  a  post- 
ponement for  more  taau  a  week,  Mr.  Devereux  of 
Ward  22,  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5,  Mr.  Whitmoie  of 
Ward  4,  Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9,  Mr.  Flynn  of 
Ward  7,  speaking  briefly  in  favor,    arguing   that 


both  reports  should  be  well  considered  before  ac 
tion.    Mr.  Btackstt  of  Ward  10,  Mr.  Fitzgerald  of 
Ward  7,  thougut  the  Council  already  familiar  with 
the  subject,  and  tbat  the  discussion  should  com- 
mence ar  once. 

Mr.  Flynn  mov^d  that  it  oe  assigned  for  two 
weeirs  hence.    Lost— 25  for,  37  against. 

The  motion  to  assign  for  half-past  eight  o'clock 
on  Thursday  next  prevailed,  with  an  amendment 
offtrei  by  Mr.  H  .rrigao  of  Ward  1,  that  the  mi- 
nority repoit  be  sent  in  print  to  the  members  on 
Saturday. 

COMMUNICATIONS  FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Fire  Commissioners.  Report  of  fires  and  alarms 
for  May.    Sent  up. 

School  Committee.  Requests  were  received  from 
the  School  Committee  for  the  fitting  up  and  fur- 
nishiog  of  a  room  in  the  Adams  Schoolbouse  for 
the  use  of  the  master;  for  additional  accommoda- 
tions for  the  Minot  Scoool  in  Neponset,  Ward  16; 
for  rtdditiooal  accommodations  for  the  Howard 
Grammar  School  of  the  Brighton  District;  and 
tor  the  fitting  up  of  a  lecture  room  for  chemistry 
and  physics  in  the  Bowditco  School.  Severally 
referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion.   Sent  up. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— Petition  of  Sampson 
&  Warren,  that  Bunker  Hill  street-  be  graded. 
Sent  up. 

By  Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20^-Petition  of  George 
Curtis  et  al.,  that  Roxbury  Char  r  el  be  dredged. 
Referreii  to  Joint  Committee  on  the  Harbor. 

By  Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20— Petition  of  John 
Caren,  for  extension  of  time  in  which  to  build  on 
land  purchased  of  the  city  in  1871.  Refened  to 
to  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Laods 

By  Mr.  Brackett  ot  Ward  10— Petition  of  Jo- 
hanna Hatch  for  compensation  for  damages 
caused  by  alleged  defects  in  Eaton  street.  Re- 
ferred to  Joint  Committee  on  Claims. 

Severally  sent  ap. 

NEW  SCHOOLHOUSE  IN  DORCHESTER. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward 9  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  on  re- 
quest of  School  Committee  for  a  sue  for  school- 
house  in  the  Do.  Chester  Everett  District,  recom- 
meading  the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion be  authorized  to  purchase,  as  a  schoolhouse 
site,  a  lot  of  land  owned  by  E.  W.  Clark,  situated 
on  Dorchester  avenue,  near  Crescent  avenue,  con- 
taining 31,600  square  teet,  more  or  less,  with  the 
Ouilring  thereon;  the  expense,  not  exceeding  the 
sum  of  $20,000.  to  be  charged  to  one  appropriation 
for  the  Purchase  of  a  Grammar  Schoolhouse  Site 
in  the  Dorchester  Everett  District. 

Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

THE  COCHITUATE  WATER  BOARD. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10  submitted  a  report 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  W  ater  that  the  or- 
der for  a  joint  special  committee  to  nominate  a 
member  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  in  place 
of  Thomas  Gogiu,  resigned,  ought  to  pass.  The 
report  was  accepted,  tbe  oidir  read  a  second  time 
and  passed,  and  Messrs.  Page  of  Ward  9,  Sweetser 
of  vi  ard  10,  and  Leighton  ot  Ward  1  were  appoint- 
ed oo  saio  committee.    Sent  up. 

COMMON  AND  PUBLIC  GROUNDS. 

Mr.  Shaw  cf  Ward  5  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Common  and  Public 
Grounds: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  oe  authorized  to  expend,  in  audi- 
tion to  the  appropriation  heretofore  made,  a  sum 
Dot  exceeding  $1000  for  rlanls;  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  appronriatron  for  Common  and 
Public  Groucds. 

Orctired,  Thar  tbe  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  $500  for  mowicg  machines;  said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Com- 
mon and  Public  Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  On  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  spend  for  work, 
in  addrtion  to  the  appropriation  heretofore  made 
tor  that  purpose,  a  sum  not  exceeding  $1500;  said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Com- 
mon and  Public  Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  an  addi- 
tional sum,  not  exceeding  $10,000,  for  labor;  the 
same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Com- 
mon and  Public  Grounds. 
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Mr.  Shaw— Ibis  is  the  usual  form  for  putting  in 
these  orders.  They  aie  for  the  expeaditure  of 
money  appropriated  the  first  of  the  year. 

Mr.Perkins  of  Ward  16 — I  understand  this  is  an 
order  for  the  purchase  of  plants,  and  I  would  like 
to  ask  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon if  it  is  customary  in  the  pui  chase  of  plants 
to  invite  comoetition  from  the  various  florists  in 
the  city  by  advertisement  or  otherwise,  and  if 
that  has  been  the  custom  of  the  committee  in  past 
years. 

Mr.  Sb-vw-  I  have  had  the  honor  to  be  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Comrni+teeon  Common  unci  Squares 
for  two  years,  and  I  can  answer  the  question  by 
sayirjg  that  it  has  alw.iys  been  the  practice  to  do 
so,  and  never  moie  so  than  this  year,  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  16  well  knows.  At  any  rate, 
there  are  members  of  the  committee  who  can  en- 
lighten him  udou  that  point  better  than  I  can. 
Plants  grow,  and  I  hope  tue  gentleman's  ideas 
will  grow  also.  Members  of  the  committee  nave 
made  an  effoit  10  obtai)  plants  tiotn  some  of  his 
friends,  and  tbey  can  reiate  tbir  experience  in 
that  particular.  I  am  not  as  much  of  a  botanist 
as  some  others,  but  I  have  to  pass  upon  such  mat- 
ters. 

Mi.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—  I  notice  also  that  it  is 
proposed  to  authoriz-  the  committee  to  buy  mow- 
ing macnir.es,  ana  I  would  like  to  inquire  whether 
it  is  necessary  to  pay  money  to  the  patentees,  and 
whether  it  would  n't  be  necessaiy  to  throw  some 
laborers  out  of  «mployment  by  the  use  of  them  ro- 
steao  of  the  scythes. 

Mr.  Shaw— The  size  of  the  gentleman's  ideas 
shows  how  little  he  knows  about  such  matters.  I 
go  for  patentees  and  patent  lawyers  and  every- 
thing else  patent;  I  claim  to  have  a  patent  myself 
in  a  good  many  matters.  The  mowing  machines 
cut  deeper  than  the  gentleman  thinks.  H>  fre- 
quently passes  across  the  Common,  for  he 
lives  in  that  noble  ward  upon  that  Lobls  hill 
whose  base  is  upon  the  Common.  I  called 
at  his  office  tue  other  day,-  and  I  found  from 
his  partner  that  he  was  basking  in  the 
sunshine  ot  the  Common  —  a  very  common 
affair — or  otherwise  recuperating.  I  can  only 
say  that  the  money  will  be  spent  for  the 
best  mowing  machines  that  can  be  found, 
and  I  hope  to  find  a  legal  machine  that  can  better 
look  into  the  matter  than  he  is  able  to,  and  dis- 
cuss it  with  mors  knowledge,  and  not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ridiculing  it,  or  bringing  up  the  question 
of  sweeping  machine-,  or  making  sweeping  sug- 
gestions. If  the  geotleman  wants  a  plain,  square 
answer  to  the  question  from  me,  he  will  get  it. 
The  committee  discussed  all  those  matters, 
and  they  are  all  passed  upon  by  a  ma- 
jority vote.  And  never,  sir,  were  these  matters 
discussed  more  than  they  have  been  this  year  by 
the  getitleman's  colleague  [Mr.  Guild],  who  is  on 
that  committee.  We  discussed  three  hours  to- 
day, and  came  to  the  unanimous  conc.usion  that 
these  matters  ought  to  be  done.  [  hepe  the 
worthy  geiitleman,  my  colleague  on  the  commit- 
tee, will  say  something  upon  tue  subject. 

Mr.  Guild  ot  Ward  6—1  suppose  that  is  a  direct 
request  to  me  to  air  my  eloquence  upon  this  sub- 
I  set.  With  regard  to  toe  amount  of  money  spent 
for  plants,  as  has  been  said,  it  has  been  a  great 
conundrum  to  me  how  such  a  large  sum  could  be 
speut  on  the  public  squares.  I  have  hardly  got 
over  being  fresh  from  the  shambles;  and  being  a 
newmemoe-,  I  cannot  answer  tue  question  so 
clearly  as  might  otherwise  be  expected.  We  were 
informed  today  by  an  individual  who  took  the 
pains  to  count  them,  that  the  number  of  plants 
already  set  out  was  40,000,  and  that  there  are  4500 
on  one  side  of  the  Public  Garden.  That  fa  'tiather 
enlightened  me  in  regard  to  the  number  of  plants. 
An  effort  wa-i  also  made  by  a  member  of  the.  com- 
mittee to  see  if  competition  couldn't  be  entered 
,-nto;  he  was  informed  that  he  could  purchase 
such  and  such  plants  at  such  and  such  a  price ;  he 
made  a  serious  effort  to  do  so,  and  agreed  to  close 
with  an  individual,  and  senr  nim  a  note  to  this  ef- 
this  effect.  But  when  that  was  done,  the 
party  could  n't  come  up  to  his  agreement 
and  furnish  them.  Unless  a  man  is  a 
gardener  by  business  and  understand  tho-e things 
practically,  he  must  trust  to  a  certain  degree  in 
all  the«e  matters  to  the  honor  of  :he  individual 
who  is  the  Superintendent.  We  look  as  closely  at 
them  as  we  can,  and  I  suppose  some  things  might 
be  purchased  cheaper  in  this  department  as  well 
as  in  every  other.  I  am  informed  that  certain 
kinds  ot  plants  cost  $14  a  hundred.  An  individ- 
ual who  comes  new  iu+o  the  Department  of  Com- 
mon and  Squares   would  n't  know  whether  it  ha3 


been  well  or  badly  managed.  It  might  have 
been  done  better,  but  it  is  grown  to  be  quite 
an  important  matter;  it  has  grown  rapidly:  great 
alterations  have  been  called  for.  and.  immediate 
impiovements  have  been  imperatively  called  for. 
There  was  one  improvement  which  we  did  n't  look 
for,  but  wbicn,  on  examination,  was  proved  neces- 
sary. I  refer  to  Orchard  Park.  We  try  to  econo- 
mize in  every  particular.  I  don't  know  that  I  can 
give  any  further  information.  I  always  mean,  as 
a  member  of  this  committee,  to  do  my  duty  thor- 
ougly,  and  not  spend  a  dollar  more  than  I  tamk 
is  necessary,  it  more  than  I  would  spend  for  my- 
self uude."  the  circumstances. 
The  orders  were  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

AUCTION   SALE  OF    ENGINE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16  offered  the  following: 
Ordere  ,  That  the  Committer  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  sell  by  public  auction  the 
engine  house  on  Parker  street,  near  Beacon  street, 
as  soon  as  it  shall  be  vacated  by  the  Fira  Depart- 
ment. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

SWETT  STREET. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13  offered  the  following, 
which,  on  his  motion,  was  referred  to  the  Joint 
Committee  oo  Streets: 

Ordered,  That  so  mucn  of  the  order  providing 
means  for  building  S^ett  street  and  oetermining 
other  matters  relating  thereto,  approved  by  the 
Mayor  March  23,  1875,  and  reading  as  followj: 
"Provided,  however,  that  no  part  of  said  money 
shall  be  expended  until  the  grade  of  said  railroad 
snail  be  fixed  by  the  Railroad  Commissioners,  or 
by  an  agreement,  between  said  railroad  and  the 
city  of  Boston,"  be  and  ihi  same  is  hereby  re- 
scinded. 

Seat  up. 

FIELD  DRIVER. 

Mr.  Parker  of  Ward  14  offered  the  fallowing; 

Ordered,  That  Jervais  Hall  be  and  he  hereby  is 
appointed  by  the  City  Council  a  Field  driver  and 
Pound  Keeper  for  the  Roxbury  District. 

Laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  oi  Mr.  Flynn  of 
Ward  7,  who  doubted  the  legality  of  the  measure. 

Mr.  Parker  stated  that  all  he  knew  about  it  was 
it  had  been  sent  to  him  by  the  City  Clerk,  with  a 
request  to  offer  it. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  SESSION. 

Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11  moved  that  when  the 
Council  aojourn  it  be  to  Friday  eveni.ag  of  next 
week. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5  proposed  Tuesday  evening 
at  7V2  P.  M.,  to  which  Mr.  Fitzgerald  objected  be- 
cause the  school  committee  would  be  in  session 
then. 

Mr.  Day  of  Waid  1  moved  Tuesday  afternoon  at 
half-past  tour  o'clock. 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6  moved  Monday  evening 
next  at  half-past  seven  P.  M. 

After  brief  discussion,  participated  in  by  Messrs. 
Devereux  of  Ward  22,  Hairigan  of  Ward  1,  Howes 
ot  Ward  11,  and  Day  of  Ward  1,  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Guild  was  adopted. 

RECOMMITTED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13,  the  oider  to 
assess  and  charge  according  to  annexed  schedule 
the  cost  of  raising  two  lots  of  land  oa  the  wester- 
ly side  of  Reed  street,  as  therein  described,  was 
taken  from  the  table  and  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Northampton  street   District.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Devereux  of  Ward  22  endeavored  to  have  a 
recoosideratiau  of  the  vote  assigning  the  vegeta- 
ble marfeet  to  half-past  eight  of  the  next  meet- 
ing, but,  after  brief  discussion  by  Messrs.  Brack- 
ett  of  Ward  10,  Clarke  of  Ward  15,  Devereux  of 
Ward  22,  Willcutt  of  Ward  1",  and  Hairigan  of 
Ward  1,  the  motion  was  lost. 

CONVICT    LABOR. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  discussion  on  the 
Fourth  of  July  appropriation,  Mr.  Whitmore  of 
Ward  4  moved  to  take  up  the  special  assignment 
for  8.30  o'clock  P.  M.,  viz.,  report  and  order  on  the 
ernplovineot  of  criminals  in  city  institutions. 
(City  Doc.  No.  71, 1875. 

The  motion  was  lost. 

Just  before  adjournment,  however,  the  matter 
was  taken  up,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore 
specially  assigned  for  nine  o'clock  at  the  next 
meeting. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6,  the  Council 
adjourned  and  stood  adjourned  to  Monday  even- 
ing next  at  half-past  seven  o'clock. 
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BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JUNE    14,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JUKORS    DRAWN. 

Twelve  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  Municipal 
Court,  Cbarlestown  District. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS    CONFIRMED. 

Police  officers  for  duty  on  Jtiue  17— Timothy  C. 
Butler  and  299  others. 

Special  Police  Officers—  R.  L.  Hines  and  200 
others. 

Weighers  of  Coal— James  B.Dana,  Jr.,  Newell 
Butler,  Randall  G.  Morris. 

HEARINGS  ON  ORDERS  OP  NOTICE. 

Sewers.  The  petition  tor  a  sewer  in  Beikeley 
street,  between  Appleton  and  Lawrence  streets, 
and  in  Appleton  street  aerr  Berkeley  street,  was 
considered  orj  an  order  of  notice.  No  one  appear- 
ed to  object,  and  the  subject  wa»  recommitted  to 
the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

Metropolitan  and  Middlesex  Railroads.  Tbe 
order  for  the  Metropolitan  Rail  toad  Co.  to  apnear 
and  show  cause  why  their  tracks  now  laid  on  Court 
street  between  Scollay  square  and  Washington 
street  should  i  ot  be  tetnoved,  and  for  the  Middle- 
sex Railroad  Co.  to  appear  and  snow  cause  wny 
their  tracks  now  laid  down  on  State  ana  Devon- 
shire stieets  should  not  be  removed  and  their 
location  revoked,  was  considered. 

Oalvln  A.  Richards,  President  of  the  Metropoli- 
tan Railroad,  said  he  appeared  m  answer  to  the 
call,  aud  would  endeavor  to  show  the  importance 
of  the  track  in  Court  street.  It  was  granted  on 
petition,  and  as  a  permanent  locatiou,  under  tbe 
usual  restrictions.  It  is  a  great  convenience  to 
the  road,  and  a  public  benefit  to  all  who  use  it. 
The  general  railroad  law  gives  extraordinary 
nower  to  tbe  Board,  which  is  to  be  exercised  im- 
partially. Only  one  petitioner — a  corporation- 
desires  toe  removal.  This  is  the  only  connecting 
line  where  an  inward  car  can  go  from  Washington 
street  to  Tremoot  street  below  Dover  street,  aad 
to  remove  this  one  will  take  away  the  only  other 
means  of  crossing  between  the  two  stieets. 
This  is  a  no  a  iter  for  puclic  consideration;  the 
track  is  not  a  nuisance,  but  a  public  benefit. 
Adams  &  Co.  have  twice  before  sought  to  get 
the  tracks  removed— in  the  Supreme  Court — 
and  felled.  What  does  this  mean?  They 
have  a  large  establishment  there,  and  keep 
their  teams  there.  If  the  Metropolitan  road 
should  ask  tbe  Board  to  remove  the  Adams  teams 
from  Court  street,  what  would  the  Board  think? 
He  showed  by  measurement  that  the  width  of 
of  Court  street  between  the  inner  rail  and  the, 
curbstone  in  front  of  Adams  &  Co.'s  office  is 
tweaty-two  feet  nine  inches,  and  between  thy 
inner  rail  and  the  curbstone  in  front  of  their 
money-office  department  is  sixteen  fee >  nine  and 
one-half  inche*.  When  the  express  company 
were  in  Washington  street  they  had  eleven  feet 
eight  inches  between  the  curbstone  aud  lail,  on 
one  side,  and  ten  feet  four  inches  on  the  other, 
hut  there  was  no  talk  of  removing  the  tracks  then. 
Four  Mt.  Pleasant  cars  are  now  run  an  boar 
tarough  Couit  street  in  the  day  and  six  an 
hour  in  the  evening;  if  they  are  taken 
off,  they  must  be  put  m  Cornbill,  where 
108  cars'  an  hojr  are  now  run,  and  where  tbe 
street  is  alt eady  too  much  ciowded.  Cars  were 
lun  through  Cornhill  in  one  hour  on  last  Saturday 
oy  tbe  different  roads  as  follows:  Metropolitan 
34,  South  Boston  33,  Lynn  &  Boston  9,  Highland 
12,  Middlesex  20,  and  if  the  Court-street  cars  are 
added  they  will  make  the  rate  two  per  minute.  On 
June  9  he  stationed  a  reliable  officer  m  front  of 
Adams  Express  office  on  Couit  street,  and  it  was 
ascertained  that  23  teams  stood  backed  up  to  the 
sidewalk  from  twenty-four  minutes  to  one  hour 
and  thirty-four  minutes,  and  there  was  one  team 
backed  up  all  day  from  7  A.  M.  to  6  P.  M.  On 
June  12  the  27  Adams  Expres>  teams  stood  backed 
up  to  the  sidewalk  from  25  minutes  to  one  hour 
and  eighteen  minutes,  and  at  least  one  team  was 
backed  up  all  day  long  as  before.  Besides  these, 
there  are  teams  ot  other  express  companies  which 
back  up  to  the  sidewalk  and  remain  there  some 


time,  and  all  this  is  in  express  violation  of  the  or- 
dinance which  forbids  any  team  from  remaining 
backed  up  to  the  sidewalk  more  than  twenty  min- 
utes at" one  time.  Mr.  Richards  called  attention  to 
the  large  amounts  spent  each  year  by  the  railroad 
company  in  paving  the  sireets,  urgiog  tbac  the 
wear  and  tear  of  the  pavement  was  fullv  as  great 
by  the  Adams  teams  as  by  the  Mstorpohtan  cars, 
while  the  former  pay  nothing  for  repairing  or 
maintaining  the  stieets.  In  conclusion  he  urged 
the  importance  of  the  location  as  a  necessity 
in  case  of  emergency,  and  a  great  public 
convenience  for  facilitating  travel. 

JesstF.  Wheeler  appeared  in  behalf  of  occupants 
of  tbe  Devonshire-street  extension,  who  desired 
tne  removal  of  the  tracks,  and  alluded  to  the 
necessity  ot  having  good  facilities  for  moving 
freight  across  the  city.  Devonshire  street  is  in  a 
direct  line  between  the  northern  and  southern  de- 
pots, and  it  should  be  specialtv  devoted  to  team- 
sters and  forwarders  of  freight.  The  tracks  are 
an  obstacle  to  tbe  cuneut  of  travel;  they  were 
put  down  for  a  temporary  purpose  and  have  not 
been  used  tor  a  long  time.  The  horse  cars  should 
be  put  subordinate  to  freight  transportation- 
it  is  a  question  of  luxury  against  necessity.  If  the 
tracks  ipmain  there  tbey  will  take  away  a  gi-eat 
deal  of  the  convenience  of  transporting   freignt. 

Mr.  Paine,  called  by  Mr.  Wheeler,  stated  that  he 
believpd  the  heavy  teams  and  horse  cais  cannot 
botn  be  accommodated  there  with  safety  to  the 
public;  the  tracks  are  always  an  injury  to  the 
teams;  he  had  been  iu  the  freighting  business  in 
Boston  since  1838. 

Mr.  Eaton,  called  by  Mr.  Wheeler,  said  he  bad 
been  in  tbe  freighting  business  seventeen  years, 
and  believed  tbe  tracks  there  delav  aud  damage 
teams;  tbey  cause  more  damage  to  teams,  arid 
drivers  have  to  avoid  them  all  they  can  ;  thf-y  pre- 
fer some  of  the  old  routes  of  travel  to  any  street 
where  (racks  are  laid. 

Charles  E.  Powers,  president  of  tbe  Middlesex 
Railroad,  said  the  tracks  in  question  were  located 
for  a  temporary  purpose,  because  the  e  was  not 
time  to  ask  for  a  nermanei  t  one.  He  cited  tne 
action  of  the  Board  last  year,  ano  said  it  bad  been 
thought  better  for  those  tracks  to  remain  there 
until  the  horse-raikoad  problem  should  be  solved. 
A.  petition  for  tbe  track  to  be  made  permanent  is 
now  before  tbe  Committee  on  Paving,  as  is  also 
the  petition  ot  the  Metropolitan  road  for  a  loca- 
tion there.  This  is  the  first  complaint  from  team- 
sters he  had  heard  ot  this  track.  He  cited  the 
case  of  Union  street,  which  was  repaved  for  the 
use  of  teams,  which  go  through  New  Washing- 
ton siree",  where  there  are  two  tracks;  arid 
where  the  draught  is  much  easier,  as  has 
be?o  testified  to  by  teamsters  many  times.  Many 
of  the  teamsters  who  desire  tbe  removal  of  the 
tracks  do  not  live  in  Boston,  but  come  here  and 
bait  their  horses  there  in  violation  of  tbe  or- 
dinance. The  time  is  coming  when  the  streets 
easterly  of  Washington  street  can  be  utilized  for 
travel  in  tbe  cars,  whu'h  is  desirable  for  the  re- 
lief of  Tremont  and  Washington  street,  to  avry 
great  extent,  as  well  as  Cornbill,  which  nas  been 
overburdened  for  many  years.  He  hoped  the 
matter  would  stand  until  a  hearing  could  be  had 
on  the  petitions  now  before  the  Committee  on 
Paving.  Hft  thought  there  might  be  a  ground  for 
complaint  of  the  tracks  on  State  street,  and 
would  have  no  objections  to  a  removal. 

Mr.  Wheeler  replied  that  the  teams  went  to 
New  Washington  street  from  Unien  street,  be- 
cause it  is  a  direct  thoroughfare  ana  not  because 
the  tracks  are  there. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris,  the  matter  was 
referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Paving. 

A  remonsirance  against  the  allowing  of  the 
tracks  to  remain  in  State  and  Devonshire  streets 
was  received  from  Benjamin  &  Vaughan,  and 
referred  to  the  same  oommittee. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Harbor.  Francis 
Bartlett  et  al.,  that  Ch at  les  River  flats,  north  of 
Beacon  street,  be  dredged. 

To  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department  on  the 
part  of  the  Board.  L.  E.  Jenkins  et  al.,  for  leave 
to  build  a  bonfne  at  East  Boston  on  the  night  of 
the  16th  inst. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Boston,  Revere 
Beach  &  Lyon  Railroad  Company,  for  an  altera- 
tion of  the  Everett-street  sewer,  at  the  intersec- 
tion of  their  tracks. 

James  Stewart,  for  a  sewer  in  Dorchester  ave- 
nue, near  Kemp  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets.     Paul    M. 
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Fo?s,  to  be  appointed  Superintendent  of  Eastern- 
avenue  Bridge;  also  petition  of  Hiram  K.  Jenkins, 
for  the  same. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Francis  McGraih,  for  assessment  of 
damage  on  account  ot  cbe  taking  of  his  lano  on 
Doberty  court  by  the  Boston,  Revere  Beach  & 
Lynn  Railroad. 

To  the  Committez  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Henry  R.  Plymptou,  for  leave  to  con- 
struct a  cellar  tightsenincb.es  below  grade  at  cor- 
ner of  Washington  and  Waierford  streets. 

Petitions  tor  'eave  to  occupy  stables  as  follows: 
J.  M.  Pike,  new  wooden,  two  horses,  Blue  Hill 
avsnue;  Timothy  Connolly,  wooden,  four  horses, 
1732Tremout  street;  Franklin  H.Walker,  new 
wooden,  one  horse,  519  Main  street ;  James  Stan- 
dish,  new  wooiien.  two  horses,  Asbland  and  Lin- 
den streets;  Woodman  Jones,  oid  wooden,  one  ad- 
ditional hoise,  River  street,  near  Hyde  Park;  Olis 
Gately,  new  wooden,  one  horse,  Garden  street, 
corner  Dorchester  avenue;  Charles  A.  Hall,  (to 
move  a)  wooden  stable,  three  horses,  rear  ot  Ca- 
nal street,  foot  of  Lincoln  street,  Waru  22;  Gusta- 
vus  Smith,  wooden,  one  horse,  corner  of  Mt.  Ver- 
non and  Everett  streets,  Waio  19. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  John  Cavanagh, 
for  leave  to  close  Salutation  street  while  Police 
Station  8  is  being  raised. 

Horace  Ml-  Holt  et  al.,  to  be  paid  for  grade  dam- 
ages on  Adams  street,  Ward  16. 

ClaiiE.  Baolatn,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
on  Columbia  street,  Ward  16. 

Petitions  for  Edgestones— Align  sta  "W.  Hunt,  ou 
Columbia  street,  near  Seaver  street;  Clark  & 
Leatherbee,  on  Columbia  sit  esc,  Dear  Seaver. 

Old  Colony  Raihoad  Company,  for  leave  to  close 
Dover-street  Budge  against  vehicles  on  the  17th 
iustaut. 

Elizabeth  A.  D.  Bissett,  for  abatement  of  side- 
walk assessment  on  Havre  street. 

Martha  A.  Howard, for  abatement  of  assessment 
for  edgestones  and  sidewalk  on  AtheDS  street. 

Charles  W.  Eaton,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
on  Washington  street  andCornhill. 

Adams  &  Barstow,  for  edgestones  on  H  street, 
at  corner  of  Fourth  street. 

E.  J.  Fitzgibbons.  guardian,  for  the  heirs  of 
Patrick  H.  Flyun,  for  abatement  of  assessment 
for  sidewalk  on  Bolton  street. 

Petitions  foj  leave  to  move  Wooden  Buildings — 
M.  Drinan  &  Co.,  from  19  Centre  street  to  Centre 
street,  near  Cedar,  Ward  15;  S.  &  D.  Richards,  to 
move  wooden  stable  from  5  Caral  street  to  Canal 
stieet,  opposite  Lincoln  stre-t,  Ward  20. 

B.  W.  Gage  et  al.,  that  the  square  at  junction 
ot  "Warren  and  Main  stieets,  Charleston n,  be 
called  Lafayette  square. 

Remoustrance  of  William  Litchfield  et  al., 
against  the  locatioa  called  Craft's  Corner  being 
named  Thompson  square. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  William  F.  Rob- 
ertson, fr>r  leave  to  maintain  his  lantern  in  front 
of  No.  181  Hanover  street. 

H.  Pevser,  for  leave  to  maintain  his  projecting 
signs  at  87  Cambrioge  street. 

S.  M.  S.  Pratt,  foi  leave  to  maintain  a  projecting 
lantern  at  75  Court  street. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Oid-r  (the  parties  consenting)  approving  bond 
of  $4000  to  be  given  by  the  BostoD,  Re  .ere  Beach 
&  Lynn  Railroad  Company  to  Dennis  Nolan  to  pay 
all  damages  and  costs  by  the  location  of  that  rail- 
road over  nis  land  on  Everett  street. 

Alderman  Power — Tbis  question  should  be  fully 
understood;  it  meant  something  or  it  would  not 
come  b'-.fore  the  Board,  and  if  it  meant  anything, 
it  was  ro<-  the  Board  to  protect  the  rights  of  those 
who  are  interfered  with  by  railroads,  who  take 
people's  property  from  them  and  bring  on  litiga- 
tion that  poor  people  are  not  able  to  bear. 

The  Chairman — The  parties  interested  have 
agreed  upon  the  sureties,  and  the  information  is 
lodgeii  with  the  City  Clerk. 

Alderman  "Woi  tbington— Why  is  it  before  us? 

The  Chairman— This  is  required  by  statute  lav/. 

Alderman  Worthington—  I  know  about  that,  but 
have  we  looked  iDto  it  ?  Has  it  been  investigated 
by  a  committee  of  this  Board?  It  seems  to  me 
that  the  point  raided  bv  the  Alderman  from  "Ward 
12  is  well  taken,  and  that  we  should  understand 
it.  I  move  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Paving. 

Alderman  Steobits — By  chapter  272  of  the  acts 
of  1874.  known  ?s  the  general  railroad  law,  where 
land  is  taken  by  a  rai'road  cotpora.ioa  and  they 
are  unable  co  agree   with   the   owntr,  they  must 


apply  to  the  County  Commission  (who  are  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  in  the  Coantv  of  Suffolk)  for 
an  award  cf  damages.  T^e  act  provides  still 
further  that  a  bond,  with  security  satisfactory  to 
the  County  Commissioners,  miy  be  given  by  the 
company,  and  that  the  matter  may  be  referred  to 
the  courts  for  final  settlement.  This  case  comes 
under  ihat  provision  wher*  a  bond  may  be  agreed 
ucon  by  the  parties  to  secuie  the  payment  of  the 
final  award. 

Alderman  Power— I  have  beard  that  quotation 
before ;  but  there  is  deception  upon  the  f aee  of 
this.  Of  course  the  inference  is  that  they  are  to 
apply  to  the  County  Commission  rs  before  agree- 
ing with  the  owners.  But  they  don't  try  to  agree 
with  the  owners,  and  avail  themselves  of  the  law 
and  give  the  bond  without  an  effoit  to  settle.  If 
the  owners  are  perfectly  Fatisfied  with  this  bond, 
it  is  useless  to  delay  the  matter. 

The  Chairman— As  the  Chair  understands  the 
matter,  a  petition  came  to  the  Board  to  have  the 
carnages  assessed,  and  this  is  a  bond  by  which  the 
company  agreps  to  pay  whatever  award  is  made. 
The  petition  has  already  been  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Streets  oi  the  part  of  the  Board;  it 
is  before  them  now,  and  they  are  to  ascertain  th« 
amourt  ot  the  damages  due  Mr.  Nolan.  The  bond 
is  for  $4000,  with  A.  P.  Blake  and  John  G.  Webster 
as  sureties.  The  order  requires  no  reference,  as 
the  bond  is  satistactoiy  to  Mr.  Nolan. 

Alderman  Harris — Is  tials  order  the  result  of  the 
ac:ion  of  the  Committee  on  Streets? 

The  Chairman — The  petition  is  before  the  com- 
mittee, but  ha?  not  been  acted  on  by  them,  as  they 
areuoty^t  prepared  to  lender  ?n  award.  This 
bo<  d  is  to  guarantee  that  whatever  damages  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  may  find  shall  be  paid  to  Mr. 
Nolan. 

Alderman  Worthington  withdrew  the  motion  to 
refer  and  the  ordei  was  passed. 

Order  to  discontinue  lent  tor  aimorv  of  Com- 
pany I,  Niuth  Regiment  of  Infantiy,  from  July  1, 
1875'.    Passed.    Sent  dowo. 

Order  to  hire  for  three  years  from  April  1, 1875, 
an  armory  at  corner  of  "Washington  and  Haivard 
streets,  at  $1200  rjer  an  rum. 

Alderman  Harris— What  regiment  is  to  occupy 
thi"  new  armory,  and  is  the  rent  to  be  increased 
or  diminished? 

Aldeiman  Worthington— It  is  in  contemplation 
to  locate  two  companies  of  the  Ninth  Regiment 
there.  You  will  notice  that  we  have  discontinued 
one  armory  on  Eliot  stieet,  for  which  we  cay 
$1200.  We  have  t? ken  two  larger  and  much  bet- 
tet  rooms  opposite,  ana  intend  to  locate  the  eorn- 
pany  in  Eliot  street  and  this  company  there,  tor 
the  same  aiuoun*,  savirg  $600  a  year. 

Ths  order  was  passed— yeas  12,  nays  0.  Sent 
down. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Reorganization  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  with  ordinances,— 

1.  Relating  to  the  Ti>asurv  Depaitment;  fixing 
bond  of  Treasuier  at  $150..0C0,  of  Treasurer's 
cashiei  at  $20,000,  and  of  each  teller  at  not  less 
than  $10,000.    (City  Doc.  No.  79.) 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

2.  Relating  to  the  Collector's  and  Assessors'  de- 
partments; fixing  bond  of  Collector  at  $75,0C0;  of 
Collector's  cashier  at  $20,000,  and  of  each  Deputv 
Collector  at  $5000;  also  regulating  the  manner  of 
colJecting  all  bills  and  amounts  due  to  th«  citv, 
a:d  providing  a  rystem  of  accountability  thereof. 
(City  Doc.  No.  80.) 

Alderman  Bun  age  offer-d  amendmests  provid- 
ing that  the  Collector  shall  keep  none  of  the  pub- 
lic moneys  in  hi  «  hands  more  tban  ten  days,  and 
requiring  the  Water. Registrar  and  Clerk  of  the 
Mystic  Water  Board  to  make  monthly  returns  of 
water  assessments  and  chacges,  etc. 

The  ordinance  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  the 
amendments  were  ordered  to  be  p  inted,  on  mo- 
tion of  Alderman  Burrage. 

SCHOOtHOUSE  AT  CITY  POINT. 

The  report  an-l  order  for  the  p'lrctnse  of  a  site 
for  a  primary  school  house  on  Fourth  street,  near 
O  stieet,  at  a  trice  Dot  exceeding  S5venty-fiv,< 
cents  per  foot  and  containing  about  20,000  feet, 
was  considered  in  the  regular  order  under  unfin- 
ished busii  ess. 

AlcJorman  Power— I  believe  it  is  not  expected 
that  a  schoolhouse  will  he  built  on  this  lot  this 
vear,  aDd  that  this  is  simply  to  secure  the  land.  I 
have  been  told  by  interested  parties  in  that  neigh- 
borhood that  if  th<;  committee  shcilo  call  for 
proposals,  f  <  om  paitte-;  owning  sites  in  that  neigh- 
borhood, land  just  as  good  for  The  purpose 
as  this  could   be 'procured  for  fifty  cents  a  foot. 
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In  Tie w  of  all  tb^  facts,  nothing:  can  be  loit  by 
availing;  ourselves  of  this  suggestion  of  parties 
very  anxious  to  sell  land.  It  may  be  some  of 
these  paities  have  been  applied  to  and  they  asked 
ju^t  as  much  as  is  paid  here ;  but  it  we  can  make 
money  for  the  city  it  is  oui  dury  to  do  so.  Per- 
haps the  committee  may  know  something1  of  it. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  have  no  objection  to  the 
citv  purchasing  a  better  site  on  more  favorable 
terms  by  advertising  for  piopo:,al->.  This  appro- 
priation was  mot  recommended  by  the  Committee 
on  Public  Instruction  last  year,  but  a  member  of 
the  Commoj  Council  from  that  section,  who  was 
on  the  committee  to  vhox  the  Auditor's  esti- 
mates were  referred,  had  ihem  amended  by  a  sum 
for  the  purchase  of  tte  land  for  this  schoolhouse 
at  City  Point.  The  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion do  not  believe  theie  is  any  immediate  need  of 
a  schoolhouse  there— at  least  for  the  present  year; 
but  much  time  has  been  spent  in  hunting 
up  the  land  and  mu  >,h  feeling  was  shown 
because  rh'j  committee  did  cot  take  action 
last  year.  They  beleved  there  was  no  necessity 
foi  the  purchase,  "specially  at  the  pric?  asked 
then;  but  this  vear  the  lane  has  be^.n  offered  to 
the  city  at  a  price  which  the  committee  consuer  a 
bargain.  As  chairmaa  of  that  committee,  I  have 
never  recoruruenoe  i  the  purcba-e  of  any  land 
with  a  stronger  feeling  that  trie  citv  was  doing 
the  r-ght  thing  than  when  I  introduced  this  order. 
Land  in  the  immediate  vicinity  was  held  at  $  1.25 
a  foot  last  year.  Th-1  committee  ^re  unat.imous 
that  this  sits  is  che  mosc  el.gibfs  offered,  the 
price  being  $7500  less  than  last  ye^r.  They  feel 
that  if  it's  not  purchased  at  the  present  time, 
they  may  rot  secure  it  ar,  the  same  price 
in  the  future.  It  adjoins  a  lot  owued  by 
the  city,  and  can  be  purchased  at  seventy  five 
cents  per  foot,  whi  h  is  the  amount  of  tbe  apuro- 
priation.  I  cao.  hardly  think  that  the  committee 
can  c  o  better,  att.=-r  all  the  time  spet  t  an  the  sub- 
ject. I  believe  it  is  stated  by  all  com  ecteo  with 
the  school  and  knowing  the  wants  of  thedistuct, 
that  the  land  is  in  ihe  light  direction,  and  I  fear 
that  if  the  matter  is  delayed  th^  city  may  lose  tbe 
opportunity  to  purchase  this  sit". 

Alderman  Power— In  view  ot  the  p:esent  state 
of  the  real-estate  market,  I  don't  think  ;>ny 
danger  need  be  apprenended  that  the  land  cannot 
be  bought  as  low  a  year  from  now  as  it  cao  to  lay, 
and  from  the  feeling  i?>  the  neighborhood  1  know 
that  if  tae  committee  adverfi-e  for  props  als 
they  will  get  land  very  handy  to  this  place  for  fifty 
cents  foot — though  perhaps  not  on  Fourth  street. 
Theland  occupied  bvthe  engine  bonsejwas  bought 
for  twenty-five  cents  a  foot,  and,  to  say  the  least, 
it  is  worth  at  least  33%  per  cent,  mo'e  tha 
this:.  Everybody  knows  that  cornel  lots  are 
worth  more  than  middle  lots.  I  feel  cer- 
tain that  by  adverci-ing  for  proposal*  the  cooimit- 
tee  will  p--t  plenty  of  offers  for  fifty  cents  a  foot, — 
at  any  rate  it  will  ot  cost  anything  co  try  th"  ex- 
periment. I  don't  Vnow  wbo  owns  trie  land  in 
question  ;  but  1  have  been  told  b.v  people  who  own 
land  about  there  tb*t  if  they  had  an  ooporrunity 
th^y  wouln  offer  inducements  enough  intteway 
of  price  to  make  it  an  object  for  the  committer  to> 
consider  them.  A  lot  of  land  fronting  on  Fifth 
street  would  be  .just  asriesiraMeaslanc  on  Fourth 
street.  Fifth  street  is  a  quiet  street,  which  is  desira- 
ble for  a  school  bouse.  I  therefore  move  that  tb  3 
ordei  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Instruction  witn  instructions  to* advertise  for  pro- 
posals for  lot?. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  hope  this  will  not  bt, 
referred  back  to  the  committee.  They  have  '.lad 
it  in  hand  now  since  a  year  ago  last  May,  ano  ihey 
have  visited  the  locality  I  don't  know  how  many 
ticces,  meeting  a  large  number  of  parties  w  ho  own 
real  estate  there,  a.-d  s°eing  every  vacant  pi  ce  of 
land  on  South  Boston  Point.  They  commenced 
«i:h  a  price  of  $1.25  a  foot,  and  treated  with  par- 
ties back  and  forth,  until,  by  competition,  i hey 
navfl  had  an  offer  of  this  l?nd  for  seven cy-five 
cents  a  foot,  It  is  on  the  hill  en  Fourtb  street, 
and  I  thiik  it  is  the  best  location  for  a 
schoolhouse  on  Boston  Point.  Three  Iocs  are 
mentioned,  as  belonging  to  Mrs.  Dickinson 
of  St.  Louis,  who  is  anxious  to  sell  them.  first 
the  price  wasj$1.25,  then  $l,ihen  ninety  cents,  and 
finally  wp  got  an  offer  of  eighty  cents,  ana  she 
came  on  here  with  the  intention  of  selling  it  at 
eighty  cents,  but,  finding  that  the  committee  diu 
not  intend  to  buy  at  that  price,  she  refused,  and 
wentba^k.  Other  oarties  became  interested  and 
went  ro  work ;  finally  she  Siid  she  would  n't  offer 
it  at  seventv-fivc;  cents,  but,  if  the  city  toot  it, 
she  would  sell  it.      The  owners  of  the  two  adjoin- 


ing lots  ar.ked  $1.25  a  foot,  but,  lather  than 
have  the  citv  lose  the  opportisn'ty  of  buy- 
ing this  site,  obey  offered  to  sell  at  sev- 
enty-five cents.  I  am  surprised  to  hear 
the  Alderman  from  South  Boston  make  the 
statement  he  has.  Almost  ail  of  South 
Boston  has  been  before  tbe  committee;  every 
man.  seemed  to  have  been  constituted  an  inde- 
pendent committee  to  recommend  an  independent 
lot;  they  urged  us  to  purchas-  lots  within  500  feet 
of  the  Gaston  School,  where  four  or  fr<  e  rooms 
are  vacant.  We  have  prhed  every  vacant  lo'  on 
the  Point,  and  have  only  found  one  that  can  be 
had  for  less  than  this;  The  price  of  that  was 
seventy-five  cents  at  first,  and  they  came 
down  to  sixcy  cents.  The  committee  looked 
over  it.  aiid  found  that  to  ouild  a  school- 
house  there,  we  should  have  to  drive  spiles,  and  it 
would  be  the  most  exuemive  lot.  Another  piece 
on  the  corner  of  O  street  was  ihe  next  b?si  one  to 
this,  ano  the  lowest  price  tor  that  was  ninety 
cents,  they  claiming  that  it  was  better  to  keep  it 
th^ntosell  at  that  piice.  Now,  they  sav,  if  you 
don't  take  the  oi  e  on  th<?  hill  you  may  have  ours 
at  seventy-five  ceDts.  I  believe  this  land  will  ba 
a  good  investment.  I  should  buy  it  at  seventy- 
five  cents  if  I  ban  the  money  to  do  it  with.  It  is 
adjacent  to  the  city  oroper  and  I  think  it  will  be  a 
desirable  purchase  to  make.  I  don't  believe  the 
time  will  come  wben  we  can  purchase  it  again  for 
seventy-five  cents  a  foot. 

Alderman  Power — The  gentleman  has  given  me 
some  light  on  this  subject  that  I  did  n't  bave  be- 
fore. If  no  schoolhouse  is  wanted  at  South  Bos- 
ton Poiot,  I  don't  believe  in  buying  anybody's 
land.  If  half  the  Gaston  Schoolhouse  is  idle,  I 
don't  see  that  any  scnoolhouse  is  needed,  and 
there  is  no  use  of  buying  any  land.  If  the  piice  is 
lower  than  any  other  land  held  there,  it  isn't  a 
proper  thing  for  the  city  to  buy  land  on  specula- 
tion ;  and  if  the  schoolhouse  is  not  needed,  we 
should  n't  buy  any  lacd  at  all.  If  half  the 
Gaston  Schooliiouse  isidle,  why  not  put  the  schol- 
ars there?  If  tbe  committee  have  saved  $7500  by 
waiting  a  year,  I  tbink  ws  shall  continue  to  save 
b.v  watting  a  little  while  longer.  We  cannot  l"se 
anything  by  trying  the  ?xperiment  ot  advertising 
for  lots.  People  mav  as  will  lealize  the  state  of" 
affirs  in  South  Boston.  I  own  moie  land  there 
than  I  wish  I  did.  I  see  no  use  in  keeping  up  a 
fictitious  valoe  on  lano'.  I  can't  sell  mine  for  one- 
halt  what  J  could  two  year-  ago,  and  there  is  no 
reason  «hythe  cityshouli  pay  more  than  I  or 
any  other  individual  will  pay.  Tnis  land 
cannot  be  sold  tor  that  amount  for  cash,  and  peo- 
ple may  as  well  realize  the  fact  in  South  Boston 
as  well  as  elsewhere.  This  lard  is  assessed  for 
five  or  six  times  what  it  was  worth  several  years 
ago,  and  it  is  not  a  healthy  rise.  I  bought  land 
there  tea  years  ago  for  ten  ce  ts  a  foot,  and 
tbis  gre-tt  rise  ha,s  proved  that  it  was  n't 
anyibi^g  but  a  fictitious  tbing.  The  bottom 
has  lalleL  out  of  it  all  through  the  country; 
owners  are  obliged  to  sell  at  half  what  the 
land  brougbt  two  years  ago,  and  there  is  no 
reason  wny  the  city  should  not  take  advantage  of 
it  and  try  the  experiment.  I  am  satisfied  that  the 
people  cxme  to  me  from  selfish  motives,  that  they 
waut  to  sell  their  land,  and  that  if  ihey  could  get 
more  tnan  seventy  five  cents  a  f ;.ot  from  the  city 
for  land  they  now  ask  fifty  cents  for,  they  would 
do  it.  But  it  is  our  outy  to  take  advantage  of  if", 
and  I  hope  the  committee  will  advertise  fo>  pro- 
posals. 

Alderman  Woithington — Aldermen  will  bear  in 
mind  that  this  is  for  a  site  on  City  Point,  «\  here 
there  is  no  primary  or  any  other  schoolhouse. 
One  of  the  School  C  >n;u>ittee  men  stated  rhat 
tnere  are  sixty  scholars  on  the  point  wbo  do  not 
go  to  school,  the  distance  oeingoo  great  that  their 
parents  will  not  send  them.  Th«  residents  want 
the  schoolhouse  this  year;  tbe  committee  ob- 
ject to  putting  primary  scholars  in  the 
grammar  school,  which  is  right.  It  is  the 
duty  of  the  city  to  provide  schools  in  tne 
vicinity  where  the  children  reside.  I  think 
we  are' buying  tbis  land  at  a  veiy  low  price  and 
we  snould  purchase  it  wben  wp  can.  The  gentle- 
man sneaks  of  bad  motives.  Well,  the  committee 
were  told  that  urless  we  bought  a  certain  piece  of 
land  there  would  be,  a  fight  upon  it.  I  tiacedit 
our  and  found  that  parties  were  bound  to  get,  a 
commission  or;  the  sale ,  tuat  che  owner  of  this 
land  bad  been  aporoached  ard  told  there  would 
be  no  opposition  if  the  other  parties  would  be  al- 
lowed to  sell  it.  But  the  owner  did  rot 
wa>c  them  to  sell  it.  If  the  owner  of 
this     land     would     allow    them    a    commission 
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there  wouli  be  no  opposition.  It  is  to  such  tilings 
t*i?.ttne  committee  have  had  to  submit  Every- 
body knows  that  when  the  flats  are  filled  up,  South 
Boston  will  be  the  best  pl^ce  to  buy  land  tor  spec- 
ulation; but  today  it  is  bought  only  by  partie« 
desirous  of  locating  there.  There  is  no  piece  of 
land  bui.  one  to  be  haa  there  for  fifty  cents,  and  in 
that  you  have  to  drive  spiles  to  build  the  house 
on.  Tbe  committee  would  not  entertain  that  for 
a  moment.  I  don't  uhink  the  Board  want  the 
committee  to  ceo  over  thin  matter  again. 

Alderman  Power— I  liave  not  seeu  any  of  these 
folks  who  desire  commissions,  and  I  don't  suppose 
the  Alderman  meant  to  convey  the  impression 
that  I  knew  anything  about  it. 

Alderman  Wortttinaton—  I  did  not;  you  have 
not  had  land  to  sell  or  purchase. 

Ale' erman  Power — I  was  not  aware  that  there 
was  a  place  requiring  spiles  to  be  driven  to  a  great 
depth  for  the  foundation. 

Alderman  Worihington — The  committee  exam- 
ined it,  and  found  it  so. 

Alderman  Powei— I  still  think  tbat  as  there  is 
no  immediate  hurry  the  committee  should  adver- 
tise for  proposals.  "As  $7500  has  been  saved  once 
we  may  save  it  agsin,  and  I  wish  to  impress  upon 
the  Board  whit  I  have  said  before.  The  best 
thing  that  can  be  done  is  to  recommit  the  matter 
to  the  com  nittea  with  the  instructions. 

Aldeiman  Prescott — If  I  thought  the  city  could 
purchase  the  land  for  le3s  I  should  favor  recom- 
mittal. The  peoj-le  are  anxious  for  steps  to  be 
taken  to:  the  erection  of  a  scboolhouse,  and  ser- 
ous threats  were  made  against  merntes  of 
th»  committee  lor  not  doing  so  last  year.  Tbe 
reason  why  the  Gaston  School  i«  v  of  full  is  be- 
ca::s- it  has  no  primary  schools  to  feed  from.  In 
regard  to  the  price,  I  know  of  parties  who  offered 
sixty  cents  a  foot  for  it  ten  years  atro,  and  it  was 
refused.  The  committee  have  used  their  best  en- 
deavors to  get  the  best  site,  and  if  it  is  not  secur- 
ed, it  cannot  be  attribute;*  to  them. 

Alderman  Power— There  is  the  same  necessity 
for  a  grammar  school  in  Washington  Village  that 
there  is  at  City  Point,  and  I  have  told  the  com- 
mittee I  would  oppose  the  purchase  of  lots  there 
at  the  prices  named,  i  do  not  represent  Ward  12, 
but  tbe  whole  city,  and  I  want  the  city  to  get  the 
worth  of  its  money,  and  not  to  buy  l*nd  unless  it 
is  needed.  I  tolo.  the  committee  last  year  nor,  to 
take  thi' land  at  the  price  asked,  and  if  the  com- 
mit ee  do  not  save  by  oelay  now,  I  shall  regret  it. 

Alderman  Buriage — Do'the  committee  think  it 
imperative  to  have  a  new  scboolnouse  there  with- 
in two  years,  at  leart?  If  it  is  not,  I  would  not  he 
in  favor  of  buying  land  on  speculation.  If  the  in- 
tention is  to  put  up  Th-i  schoolhouses,  I  think  we 
had  better  approve  the  action  of  the  committee. 
Advertising  for  proposals  for  land  would  not 
al  wavs  get  the  best  site,  it  appears  to  me. 

Alderman  Prescott — for  one  I  should  deem  it 
advisable  to  erect  a  prim&iy  schoolhouse  there  the 
coming  year.  Great  complaint  is  mad»  that  the 
Gaston  School  is  too  far  distant  for  little  children 
living-  on  the  Point.  Ibis  land  is  assessed  at  sixty 
or  sixty-five  certs  a  toot,  I  ihink;  and  the  assess- 
ors do  not  put  land  at  its  foil  value.  Tbe  people  at 
the  Point  have  a  very  stroig  feeling  about  the 
matter,  and  lasi,  y.-ar  they  urged  immediate  ac- 
tion. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  have  no  doubt  the  com- 
mittee have  done  rheii  work  faithfully,  but  as  it 
will  take  but  a  week  to  advertise  for  proposals  I 
think  we  should  wait  that  time.  I  do  Dot  mean  to 
throw  discredit  on  the  committee.  I  don't  see 
why  we  should  not  take  advantage  of  what  these 
interested  parties  have  offered. 

Alderman  Prescott — Proposals  for  land  are  dif- 
ferent from  other  things  the  city  requires.  This 
land  is  purchased  trom  three  different  parties 
ana  it  has  been  done  after  a  great  deal  of  corre- 
spondence and  delay.  I  have  no  doubt  tbat  some 
low  land  there  could  be  purchased  for  fifty  cents 
a  foot. 

The  motion  to  tecommit  was  lo^t— yeas  3,  nays 
9 — Aloermen  Harris,  O'Biieu  and  Powei  voting 
yea. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

FOURTH  OF  JULY. 

The  order  for  the  celebration  of  the  ninety- 
ninth  anniversary  of  Independence  came  up 
amended  by  fixing  the  sum  to  be  expended  at 
$10,500,  and  thrf  committee  to  expend  it  to  consist 
of  the  President  and  six  members  of  th°  Common 
Council,  with  su  h  as  this  Board  may  join. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  hope  the  Board  will 
adhere  to  their  original  resolution  to  appropriate 


$5500.  I  believe  it  is  all  that  the  citizens  think 
necessary.  It  is  only  two  weeks  after  the  Seven- 
teenth of  June,  when  we  are  to  have  the  greatest 
celeDration  that  ever  took  ulace  in  this  country. 
I  have  yet  to  hear  of  the  first  citizen  outside  of 
this  bail  in  favor  of  more  than  $5500.  One  man 
came  to  me  and  said  we  might  as  well  appro- 
priate $10,500,  and  after  I  gave  certain  rea- 
sons against  it  he  said  I  was  right.  The 
celebration  we  need  is  tne  firing  of  can- 
non and  the  providing  of  amusements  foi  the 
children.  One  of  the  gentlemen  in  the  o^her 
branch  said,  "We  young  fellows"  need  a  little 
more  education.  I  hopn  the  committee  will  be 
liberal  to  that  member,  and  if  he  needs  any  in- 
struction I  hope  they  will  send  one  of  the  teachers 
from  the  kindergarten  school  up  to  his  number, 
with  one  of  her  little  books  and  that  she  will 
read  to  him  an  account  of  the  battle  of  Bun- 
ker Hill  and  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
if  he  want*  it,  abhoueh  I  think  a  shorter  ac- 
count would  be  better  for  the  young  man  to 
listen  to.  I  hope  he  will  have  every  chance  to 
learn  how  that  battle  was  fought,  aud  that  he  may 
appreciate  tbe  pr.vilege  of  living  under  tbe  free. 
Government  that  we  have.  I  hope  they  will  give 
him  every  chance  ha  asks  for;  but  I  don'r  believe 
rn  appropriating  $10,000  for  his  benefit,  or  for  tne 
benefit  of  the  other  members  of  the  Couccil. 
I  do  not  know  of  any  one  outsiae  tbat 
needs  any  further  education  more  than  to 
give  the  children  some  amusement,  that  thev 
'may  look  back  upon  the  Fourth  of  July 
with  pleasant  memories.  This  is  all  the  edu- 
cation we  waut  to  give  them,  and  no  other.  It  rs 
ciue  that  Sam  Adams,  when  he  made  that  speech, 
said  we  should  celebiate  the  dav  wi.h  the  firing  of 
cannon  and  the  ringing  of  bells;  but  he  did  n't 
anticipate  at  that  time  that  we  were  going  to  have 
so  gieat  a  celebration  o  .  the  Seve  teenth  of  June  ; 
and  if  he  h^d  lived  he  would  have  b>ei  as  sensible 
as  meuiDers  of  this  Board  and  say  tihtt  a  celebra- 
tion is  sufficient  that  will  show  the  patriot- 
ism of  the  neople.  I  hope  the  Board  will  ad- 
here co  $5500. 

Alderman  Bigelow — I  do  not  favor  an  appro- 
priation larger  than  $5500;  neither  do  I  approve 
of  a  larger  committee  than  was  indicated  by  this 
Board.  It  is  very  evident  that  our  patriotism  will 
be  well  di  awn  down  by  tne  Seventeenth,  and  my 
impression  is  tbat  we  shall  desire  to  be  rather 
quiet  on  the  Fourth.  Next  year  is  our  centennial 
anniversary,  and  of  course  we  shall  be  called 
upon  forunosual  demonstration;  but  this  year  I 
hope  we  shall  adhere  to  our  appropriation  of 
$5500. 

Alderman  O'Brien— 1  hope  we  shall  concur  with 
the  Council.  If  this  order  keeps  going:  back  and 
forth  between  this  Board  and  the  Council,  I  am 
afraid  we  shall  have  no  celebration  at  all.  1  think 
one  wishes  of  the  citizens  ate  indicated  bv  the 
vote  in  the  other  branch,  where  sixtv-five  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  in  tne  different  wards 
voted  for  $10,000.  I  hope  we  shall  concur  in  the 
amendments  and  h«..ve  a  Fourth  of  July  celebra- 
tion. 

Alderman  Burrage— I  am  decidedly  iu  favor  of 
the  smaller  sum;  but,  as  I  said  the  other  day,  if 
the  committee  is  a  small  one,  I  would  be  willing 
to  vote  for  $10,500,  ard  as  a  matter  of  courtesy  I 
would  be  willing  to  vote  for  this  amendment. 

Alderman  Power — I  am  as  desirous  of  economy 
as  any  one,  but  as  I  remarked  at  the  last  meetine, 
the  question  has  arrived  at  the  point  wnether  we 
are  to  have  any  celebration  at  all  or  not.  That  is 
the  giit  of  the  whole  matter.  If  gentlemen 
want  to  vote  to  have  no  celebration  I 
am  ready  to  vote  with  them;  but  if 
you  desire  to  spend  anything  yon  must 
concur  with  the  Council.  There  are  as*  economi- 
cal men  there  as  anywhere;  some  of  the  foremost 
advocates  of  this  scheme  in  the  CouqcU  must  be 
sci  t)ownas  some  of  tbe  mo«t  respee'ed  members 
of  this  Government,  representing  large  interest 
and  having  large  means  themstlves.  When  you 
com?,  to  talk  about  the  propriety  of  spending 
money  on  the  two  occasions,  for  tho 
life  of  me  I  never  could  see  why  we 
should  speud  $40,000  or  $50,000  to  celebrate 
the  a.rnivervary  of  the  Battle  of  Buoker 
Hill.  I  cannot  understand  where  the  glory  is  in 
celebrating  the  anniversary  when  a  man  gets  a 
good  sound  licking;  but  I  do  see  the  force  and 
proptiety  of  celebrating  tbe  anniversary  of  the 
birth  of  this  country,  and  I  may  he  .  excused  for 
being  a  little  moie  enthusiastic  than  some  of  you 
gentlemen  here,  for  I  claim  to  be  able  to  appre- 
ciate the  value  of  such  a  Government  as  this  better 
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than  you  who  were  born  here  and  have  b»v>t lived 
under  any  other  Government.  My  father  and 
myself  cams  here  to  escape  oppression  and  that 
we  might  have  liberty.  We  have  lived  and  suf- 
fered under  a  bad  Government,  and  it  is  reasona- 
ble to  suopose  that  I.  living  unoer  this  Govern- 
ment, can  appreciate  its  blessings.  We  ought  not 
to  allow  this  ruaorer  to  go  backward  and  forward, 
and  it  appears  to  ine  to  be  a  very  fooli?h  and  un- 
reasonable sort  of  economy.  I  want  to  see  some  ap- 
propriate notice  taken  of  cbis  great  day;  for  there 
is  no  day  in  the  veaitlat  I  think  of  with  such 
pride,  or  that  brings  buck  such  recollections  as  it 
aoss.  In  the  present  state  of  business  I  would  not 
advocate  the  expenditure  of  much  money;:  but  it 
now  comes  down  to  a  qaestiou  of  a  celebration  or 
no  celebration,  and  if  we  want  one  tve  must  con- 
cur with  ibe  Common  Council. 

Alderman  Wortbington— I  am  sooaewhat  sur- 
prised to  hear  the  gentleman  talk  as  he  has.  Have 
we  no  opinion  of  our  own?  Has  it  come  to  this, 
that  we  must  concur  with  the  Common  Council? 
aod  chat  we  must  not  express  an  opinion  of  our 
own?  His  ground  is  that  we  shall  have  no  cele^ 
bration,  or  we  must  spend  double  the  amount  of 
money.  If  it  has  come  to  that,  1  say  stick  to 
$5500.  We  have  an  opinioD  and  a  right 
to  express  it,  and  we  are  not  required 
to  yield  when  we  have  repeatedly  doae 
so  this  year.  We  must  assert  out  belief.  We  rep- 
resent the  whole  city  of  Boston,  and  must  we 
wheel  in  our  boots  and  say  yes  to  everything  the 
Council  desire?  We  are  a  p-trt  and  parcel  of  this 
Government,  and  intend  to  maintain  our  position. 
For  that  reason  I  will  vote  for  $5500  and  no  more. 
We  have  advanced  as  tar  as  the  citizens  demanc 
and  we  are  right  in  asset  tisg  anu  maintaining  our 
opinions. 

Alderman  Harris — They  have  yielded  $5000. 

Alderman  Wortbington  —  Yes, but  lhat  is  n't  che 
point;  wetaoB  ware  right,  and  knowingjthat, 
we  should  maintain  our  right". 

Alderman  Pvescott—  I  trust  the  Board  will  con- 
cur with  the  Common  Council.  I  believe  that  it 
meansacelebr  tion  or  no  celeb;  ation  at  all.  and: 
tbatit  is  a  matter  of  compromise,  The  Board 
started  with  $5500,  the  Counci.with  $15  000,  They 
acceded  to  our  opinion  on  the  size  of  the  commit- 
tee, and  I  trust  that  we  shall  yield  something  and 
concur  m  the  amendments,  and  that  we  may  have 
a  celebration.  1  am  afraid  tsatir  vee  do  uot,  the 
most  interesting  featu  es  of  the  day  cannot  be 
carried  out.  Inasmuch  as  several  s-'hool  festivals 
are  to  be  dispersed  with  this  year,  I  irvsta  good 
portion  of  this  money  wit-1  be's  oer-t  for  tb#,  enter- 
tainment of  the  child  en. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,,  the  question 
was  divided. 

The  Be  id  concurred  in  the  amendment,  fixing 
the  committee  at  six  members  and  the  President 
of  the  Common  Council. 

Alderman  Wortbington  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  ana  tie  Board  refused  to  concur  in  the 
amendment  making  an  appropriation  of  $10,500 — 
yeas  7.  nays  5— (two-thirds  not  voting  infavor.) 

Yeas— Aid -irmen  Burrage,  Clai k,  Harris,  O'Bri- 
en, Power,  Prescott,  Quincy — 7. 

Na^M— Aldermen  Billow, Pope,  Steboins,  Viles, 
Worthiogton — 5. 

The  Chairman  having  declared  the  amendment 
lost,  Aldern>an  Harris  raisea  the  point  that  it  did 
not  require  a  tr'o-thirds  vote. 

The  Chairman  read  the  statute  permitting  such 
Expropriations,  and  prescribing  the  rule  for 
voting  thereon,  adding  that  the  amendment  is  an 
appropnation  of  money,  and  therefore  iequired 
a  yea  and  nay  two-thirds  voe. 

Aldermen  Prescott,  Worthington  and  O'Brien 
were  appointed  on  said  committee;  and  on  motioo 
of  Aldero-an  Stebbins  the  Chairman  was  joined. 

Sent  dowr.. 

FAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  FOB  CONCUR- 
RENCE. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Petition  ef  George  Curtis  et  al.r  representing 
that  Roxbury  Channel,  so  called, i^.  in  a  condition 
of  filth  detrimental  to  the  health  of  the  inhabit- 
ants at  the  South  End  and  a  irauance  in  the 
worst  form..    The  petitioners  say— 

'This  channt]  was  cleaned  out  three  ye^rs  ago, 
and  at  this  time  the  filth  is  from  three  to  tour  teet 
deep.  Three  Urge  sewers  .-mpty  into  this  chan- 
nel, ano  the  substance  deposited  does  uot  go  out 
with  the  tide,  but  is  move. i  about  by  the  schoon- 
ers, and  when  the  ri'ip  is  out  then  is  the  time  that 
it  is  almost  impossiole  for  human  beings  to  en- 
dure the  stench.    To.  add  a  litt'e  seasoning  to  it, 


the  offal  from  the  slaughter  houses  of  Brighton  is 
allowed  to  be  carted  here,  into  this  central  part  of 
Boston,  to  beboiledup  for  what  grease  can  be  got 
from  it,  and  then  turned  into  tne  channel.  When 
this  is  going  on  it  is  beyond  all  endurance.  Mysiic 
River  woula  be  a  bed  of  flowers  beside  it. 

'■Immediate  action  is  the  only  thing  tbatcan  re- 
lieve •  large  part  of  your  population,  and  your 
petitioners  would  recommend  to  carry  a  main 
sewer  down  the  channel  or  on  Swett  stieet  to  low- 
water  mark.  Immediate  relief  should  be  piven  by 
dredging  the  channel." 

Noh  concurrence  by  Common  Council  in  the 
substitution  of  the  minority  report  una  ordiaance 
for  th«  majority  report  and  ordinance  on  subject 
of  a  Cochituate  Water  Board.    (City  Doc.  No.  64.) 

The  question  was  on  concurrence.  Alderman 
Prescott  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  and  the 
Board  refused  to  concur — yeas  4,  nays  8. 

Yeas —Aldermen  Clark,  Harris,  O'Brien,  Power 
— 4. 

Nays— Alder  men  Bigelow ,  Burrage,  Pope,  Pres- 
cott, Quincy,  Stebbins.  Vil^s,  Worthiop,ton  -8. 

cent  down. 

The  order  to  assess  and  cbarge  according  to  an- 
nexed schedule  tne  cost  of  raising  two  lots  of  land 
on  the  westerly  side  of  Reed  street,  as  therein  de- 
sciibed.  belonged  to  E.  S.  Johnson,  came  up  re- 
committed to  Committee  on  Northampton-street 
District.    Concurred. 

Report  tbat  it  is  inexpedient  to  pass  rhe  order 
to  require  tne  sureties  on  bonds  of  contractors  for 
water  works  to  be  residents  in  this  State.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Report  of  Fire  Commissioners  on  number  and 
character  of  alarms  of  fire  in  this  city  during  the 
month  of  May.    Placed  on  fila. 

Request"  from  the  School  Committee  to  furnish 
a  room  in  the  Adams  Schoolhouse  for  the  master; 
to  furnish  additional  accommodations  for  gran- 
mar  school  in  the  Brighton  District;  also  for  the 
Minot  School  at  Nepooset;  also  to  provide  a  lec- 
tuie  loom  for  chemistry  and  physics  in  the  Bow- 
ditcb  School,  and  to  provide  apparatus  and  cates 
therefor.  Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction. 

Report  and  order  tor  appointment  of  committee 
(Messrs.  Page,  Sweetser  and  Heighten  to  be 
joined)  to  nominate  a  member  of  the  Cochituate 
Water  Board  in  place  of  Thomas  (-fogin,  resigned. 
Order  passed  aid  Aldermen  gViles  and  Burrage 
appointed  on  said  committee. 

"Orde>  to  sell  by  public  auction  ihe  engine  house 
on  Parker  street,  near  Beacrn  street.    Passed. 

Aq  orner  to  rescind  a  portion  cf  the  order  passed 
March  23,  1875,  relating:  to  the  construction  of 
Swett  strstt,  which  pi ohibits  the  expenditure  of 
any  money  till  the  gra'e  of  the  railroad  is  raised, 
came  up  referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 
Concurred. 

INVITATION  ACCEPTED. 

An  invitation  was  received  from  Encampment 
Charles  Russell  Lowell  Post  7,  G.  A.  R.,  tor  the 
Mayor  a  nd  the  City  Council  to  attend  the  presen- 
tation of  colors  to  the  Fifth  Maryland  Regiment, 
on  the  parade  ground,  on  tne  16tn. 

Accepted  and  seat  down. 

OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 

The  annual  report  of  the  O  'erseers  of  the  Poor 
(City  Doc.  74)  was  rrcei  ved  an  1  sent  clown. 

After  referring  to  ttie  settlement.  Iaw  and  its  ef- 
fects the  report  says,  "One  of  the  "  ost  impottaoc 
transactions  of  the  year  rs  the  final  settlement  of 
the  negotiations  which  have  been  going  on  for 
some  time  with  the  heirs  of  the  late  David  Sears 
and  the  Fifty  Associates  Corporation, in  regard  to 
Mr.  Sears's  gifts  to  the  board  for  the  benefit  of 
toe  poor.  Altusion  has  been  made  in  former  an- 
nual repoits  to  the  subject  and  to  the  questions 
involved  An  elaborate  report  from  the  commit- 
tee who  have  had  the  matter  in  chatge,  has  re- 
cently been  printed  for  tne  information  of  those 
who  at  present,  or  any  future  time,  should  desire 
to  know  the  history  and  cireumstances  of  this  mu- 
nificent g'f  r  to  the  city.  Sufficient  foi  the  present 
purpose  it  is  to  staie  that  <■  new  fund  has  been 
created,  called  the  David  Sears  Charity,  which  is 
estimated  to  be  upwaids  of  $250,000  in  value." 

The  pi-oject  of  the  Searstan  Charter  House  has 
been  entrrely  relinquished,  and  its  houses  and 
lands  at  Longwood  given  to  the  overseers,  its  in- 
come to  be  ustjd  now,  and  the  pioceeds  of  the  es- 
tate, if  ever  sold,  to  be  added  to  the  generaJ 
fund  bearing  the  name  of  the  donor.  The 
cone itions  of  the  fund  are  similar  to  the  other 
beneficiary  funcs  helo  in  trust.  "The income  only 
is  to  be  expended  in  aid  and    for  the  support  of 
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citizens  or  families  who  may  have  se«n  better 
days,  and  for  charity  in  all  its  forms  in  a  manner 
as  may  best  tend  to  alleviate  the  suffering's  of  oil- 
man lite,  aod  render  the  condition  of  tlie  poor 
more  comfortable."  We  cannot  close  UrN  portion 
of  our  report  -without  again  bearing  our  testi- 
mony, and  expiessmsr  our  gratitude,  nor.  only  to 
the  l'iceral  founder  of  the  fund,  but  to  his  heirs 
and  tamily,  who,  irrespective  of  the  legal  aspects 
of  the  case,  generously  surrendered  their  own 
pecuniary  interests  in  order  that  their  father's 
plans  might  be  carried  into  execution  so  far  as 
■was  consistent  with  puWic  policv.  The  total 
amount  or  expenditure  was  $144,949.75. 

From  city  appropriation $124,047.68 

From  income  of  various  trust 
funds  (not  including  invest- 
ments)        20,902J>7 

Total $144,919.75 

We  received  from  other  cities  and 
towns,  for  the  care  of  their  poor 
residing  in  this  city,  and  from 
other  sources,  which  has  been 
paid  into  the  City  Treasury....  $29,446.87 
Thus  mating  onr  net  charge  on 

the  city  appropriation 94,600.31 

At  the  central  office  the  number 
of  orders  drawn  on  city  account 

for  groceries  was 18.719.00 

For  fuel 9,126.00 

Cash  payments  to  applicants  (ex- 
clusive of  trustfunds) 4,581.00 

The  outnber  of  legistration  papers  prepare) 
during  the  year  is  3167,  making  the  total  number 
on  file  aad  recorded  11,950.  The  amount  of  trust 
t'unas  which  ths  boa'd  hold  specially  as  a  corpor- 
ation is  $484,047.09.  These  accounts  are.  kept  dis- 
tinct from  the  anr-ual  appropriation  fro  on  the  city 
treasury,  and  the  income,  in  accordance  with  the 
condi'ions  of  the  gifts  of  the  several  oonors,  is 
distributed  among  a  class  whose  antecedents  and 
social  position  are  somewhat  different  f  i  om  the 
general  elass  of  app'i<ants.  The  number  of  regu- 
lai  beneficiaries  at  present  on  thsse  trust  funis  is 
317,  fiftecn  having  died  during  the  year, and  twen- 
ty-fight hav'ng  been  added.  In  audition  to  these 
individuals,  mostly  aged  women,  who  receiva 
quarterly  or  semi-annual  plosions,  there  are  oc- 
casionally special  grants  paid  from  the  im  ome  of 
tbe  Builman  estate,  in  Cambridge  street,  to  such 
ca=e9  as  require  pecuniary  aid  at  the  time  of  ap- 
plicaion,  without  any  assurance  on  our  part  that 
it  will  be  continued  of  become  permanent. 

In  thi-  connection,  we  regret  toamouoce  the 
resignation  of  Hon.  Otis  No-cros--,  the  Teasurer 
or  tne  board,  to  take  effect  when  his  successor  is 
■chosen  and  qualified.  Entering  upon  its  duties  at 
the  reorganization  of  the  board  in  1864,  when  re- 
forms were  needed  in  all  its  departments,  its  trust 
tuuds  in  an  apparently  inextricable  confusion, 
with  but  simple  x^moranda  and  no  system  of 
"keeping 'ccounts,  his  business  habits  and  fin  <n- 
cial  skill  restored  order  out.  of  confusion,  and 
simplified  these  natters  so  that  th  y  can  be  easily 
understood  and  adjusted.  Though  not  ameonbet 
of  the  board,  Mr.  Norcross  has  willingly  under- 
taken any  task  of  a  financial  d'araccpr  intrusted 
to  hi oj,  and  his  zeal  and  interest  in  behalf  of  the 
city  in  the  negotiations  with  the  Sears  heirs  and 
the  Fifty  As  opiates  Corporation  in  the  late 
transactions  wich  toeft  parties  ceserve  special 
praise  and  consideration. 

The  public  spirit  wLich  insuced  him  to  assume 
this  trust,  and  for  so  many  years  gratuitously  to 
discharge  its  responsible  and  onerous  curies,  can- 
not or  too  highly  commended.  He  will  reti<e  with 
the  thanks  of  the  board  and  the  personal  regards 
of  all  who  have  been  offiijidly  connected  with 
him.  The  large  increase  of  our  vested  funds, 
oau^ed  by  the  gif  r  of  Mr.  Sears,  rendered  ir  neces- 
sary to  apply  to  the  last  Legislatuie  for  liberty  to 
hold  an  additional  amount  a-  a  corpoation;  an 
act  was  passed  authorizing  the  boatd  to  hold  in 
value  $300,000  in  real  and  personal  estate,  above 
that  to    'Uicn  we  were  entitled  bj'  the  act  of  1772. 

UORT  HAMPTON-STREET    DISTRICT. 

The  chairman  submitted  a  repoit  from  ttui 
Committee  ot:  Finance  recommending  the  pa-sage 
of  tbe  following  order,  granting  all  of  tie  request 
of  the  Committee  on  Northampton-street  District 
that  is  needed  at  present,: 

Ordered,  Thatth"  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
hi  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  Re- 
served Fund  to  t':e  ^ppronriauon  for  Northamp- 
ton-street IMstnct  $30,000. 

Ald°,  man  Stebbins  moved  that  the  order  take 
its  secood  reading. 

In  reply  to  questiouc    by   Aldermen    Harris  and 


Power,  Alderman  Stebbins  said  th°  ;epo>t  was 
based  on  a  request  ot  the  Committee  on  North- 
ampton-street District,  made  in  February,  when 
only  $18,000  of  the  appropriation  remained,  and 
the  estimated  amount  required  was  $64,000.  The 
Finance  Committee  report  $30,000,  for  the  leason 
that  thev  think  that  is  all  that  will  be  required 
for  several  mocths. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed— yeas  11, 
nays  0.    Sentcown. 

SEWERS. 

Alder  man  Hards  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Com  mittee  on  Sowers; 

Order  of  r.otice  of  hearing  on  Monday  next  s.i 
4  P.  M.  on  expediency  of  constructing  a  sewer  in 
Paris  street,  oetween  Marion  aod  Brooks  streets- 
Passed. 

Reports  recommending  trie  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  Paving  of  the  petitions  of  CaarJes 
Brewer  et  al..,  that  the  sewer  or  natural  water- 
•cours-  from  Pond  street  to  Stony  Brook  be  cleared 
from  obstructions;  and  Henry  N.  Clark  et  al., 
that  a  sewer  mav  be  constructed  in  Columbia 
stieet,  Ward  16.    Severally  accepted. 

ORDERS  TO  PAY  FOR  LAND  DAMAGES. 

AJdermarj  Harris,  from  the  Committee  ou 
St  eets,  submitted  orders  to  pay  for  land  dam- 
ages as  follows; 

Order  to  pay  IsaacW.  Derby  $500,  for  land  taken 
in  name  of  oharles  P.Walker  on  Hanover  avenue. 
Read  twice  and  passed,  after  a  statement  by  Al- 
derman Harris  tuat  the  netitioner  had  asked  for 
more  than  this  amount  (which  w.-is  tne  award),,  and 
the  committee  refused  to  give  it. 

Order  to  pay  Levi  Perry  $140.50,  for  land  taken, 
■etc.,  in  widening  Charles  street,  Ward  16.  Res^d 
twieeano  passed. 

THE  OLIVER-STREET  -WIDENING. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Commities  on  Streets  or  the  part  of  the 
Board; 

Ordered,  That  las  order  passed  bv  the  Board  ot 
Aldermen  on  trie  18t*i  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1869, 
wherecy  the  committee  on  the  Laying  Out  anc 
Widening  of  Streets  were  authorize  a  to  sell  b<v  pub- 
lic auction  certain  ctat»s  surrendered  to  the  city 
of  Bostonon  Oliver  stieet,  m  pursuance  of  chan- 
ter 159  of  the  acts  -a  d  resolves  pas?ed  by  the 
General  Court  of  Massachusetts  in  the  year  1865, 
and  all  acts  done  aod  all  conveyances  made  in 
pursuance  thereof,  be  hereby  ratified  and  jcon- 
firuced. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

FIELD  DRIVER  APPOINTED, 

Alderman  Bigelow  offered  the  following-. 

Ou  the  petition  of  A.  D.  Williams  et  al.,  it  is 

O:  dered,  That  Gervase  H»ll  be  and  he  is  hereby 
•appoi^ted  by  the  City  Council  a  Field  Driver  and. 
Pound  Keeper  in  tbe Rox bury  District. 

Bead  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

LICENSES. 

Ald-erman  Bigelow  submitted  reports  from  the 
■Committee  on  Licenses,  as  follows: 

Auusement  License  Grafted— Waller  H.  Stu- 
art, to  exhibit  liviug  curresitiea,  at  the  Meiooaoa, 
June  K>,  17, 18  aud  19. 

Auctioneers'  License  Renewed— William  K. 
Ritcai* ,  35  Exchange  street,  renewed  at  $  Pember- 
toi    square. 

Wagon  Licsnse  Granted— "William  Giiffin, 
Hanover  court. 

Bil'iard  License  Transferred— E.  T.  Maraiive,.23 
Meridian  street,  to  John  Higgins. 

'Severally  accepted. 

STABLES  AND  CELLARS. 

Alderman  Worthingto-i  submitted  reports  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  -jn  the  part  oc  the  Board 
as  follows: 

No  action  required  on  petition  of  F.  W.  Mitchell 
■et  al.  for  leave  to  maintain  cedar-,  below  grade  on 
Shawmut  avenue,  iit  corner  of  Northampton 
street. 

Recommending  the  granting  of  the  following 
petition?  to  occupy  stables;  O.  Deshon,  Walk  Hill 
strett,  Ward  17;  James  Dana,  Washington  stieet, 
rear  Breck  street,  Ward  19;  James  Bellon,  Ala  ka 
street,  ne9r  Blue  Hill  avenue,  Ward  14;  John  Mur- 
phy, Beach  stieet,  near  .Vb.dford  street,  Ward  22; 
J.  J.  McSh  ehe\ ,  Bremen  street,  near  369  Chtlsea 
street;  John  Ryan,  Tudor  stieet,  near  E  street. 

Recommending  lsave  to  withdraw  on  tetition 
of  James  Nugent  for  stable  at  6.79  Second  street. 

Severally  accepted. 
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PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS. 

Alderman  Worthington  offeied  tbe  following: 
Ordered,  That  tbe  annual  report  of  the  B  >ard 
of  Directors  for  Public  Institutions,  (City  Doc.  67,) 
be  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Public  Institu- 
tions, with  directions  to  report  upon  such  sugges- 
tions therein  contained  as  they  think  expeoient. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

THE   CENTINNIAL. 

Alderman  Harris  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief  of  Poiice  be  authorized 
to  close  i-guinst  the  passage  of  vehicles  Charles 
stree'  between  Boylstou  street  and  Beacon  street, 
and  Beacon  street  between  Charles  street  and 
Paris  street,  during  tbe  review  on  tbe  Common, 
June  18, 1875. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

A!  !eisaan  Burrage  offered  tbe  following: 

Ordered,  lhat  tbe  Chief  of  Police  be  directed 
to  shut  off  tne  travel  ftom  Coin mbus  square  ana 
the  portion  of  Columbus  avenue  adjacent  tntreto 
on  Wednesday,  tbe  16th  inst ,  during  tbe  ceremo- 
ny attendant  upon  the  reception  o£  the  Old 
Guard  of  New  Yo;  k  city. 

Reao  twice  and  oassed. 

Ordered,  Tbat  the  Chief  of  Police  be  author- 
ized to  close  Columbus  avenue,  west  of  West 
Cnester  nark,  on  tbe  15th,  16th  and  17th  iust.,  for 
tbe  purpose  of  constructing  tnereon  a  suitable 
platform  or  stage  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
school  cbildren  on  the  17th  inst. 

Read  twice  and  passes. 

Alcerman  Prescott  offered  tbe  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  tbe  Mavor  be  request- 
ed to  cause  the  immediate  removal  of  any  wtruc- 
tuie  erected  for  tbe  accommodation  of  acy  por- 
tion of  the  public,  on  the  17th  inst.,  vvhich  shall 
be  pronounced  insecure  by  the  Inspector  of  Build- 
ings, aud  which  ths  owners  refuse  to  support  and 
strengthen. 

Rezid  twice  and  passed. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  tbe  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Report  with  order  directing  tb=  Superinteadeut 
of  Streets  to  close  against  public  travel  Ashland 
street,  between  Rowe  street  and  Hyde  Park  ave- 
nue, while  the  bridge  over  tne  tracks  of  tbe  Bos- 
ton &  Providence  Railroad  is  in  process  of  erec- 
tion.   Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  wi.h  ordn  gran  ting  vet  mission  to  tbe 
Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lvnn  Railroad  Company 
to  close  Everett  street  where  crossed  by  said  rail- 
road against  public  travel  for  the  term  of  three 
months,  while  a  bridge  is  being  built  over  said 
railroai.    Order:  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  with  order  foi  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  tc  graae  Bowdom  stteet  according  to  the 
g  ade  established  as  recently  widened  by  the 
Bo  =  id  of  Street  Commissioners.  Estimated  cost, 
$15,000.    Order  read  on -e. 

Recorts  witn  ord  rs  for  tbe  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  sprinkle  the  following'-  amed  stree  is, 
in  conjunction  wiih  the  abutters,  for  the  purpose 
of  preserving  the  l•oadw^y  thereof;  the  expense 
to  the  city  not  to  excetd  the  amount  name!  in 
each  case:  Eliot  square,  $150;  Highland  street, 
$100;  Washington  street,  from  Dudley  to  Cedar 
street,  $150;  Walnut  avenue,  $300;  severally 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Paving. 
Orders  severally  read  twice  jmd  passed. 

Reports  with  Orders  to  pay  for  grade  damages 
asiollows:  Trustees  of  ertate  of  David  Hinckley, 
96  to  130  Water  street,  $93,000;  Andiew  C.  Wheel- 
wright, 16  and  18  Central  street,  $1000— severally 
to  be  charged  to  the  Burnt  District  loan.  Orders 
severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  with  orders  for  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  lay  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of  estates 
of  F.  W.  Mitchell,  on  Northampton  street,  on 
corner  of  Shawmut  avenue;  Friend  Tilden,  250 
Fifth  street;  J,  F.  Alderman,  Maicella  street; 
Harriet  Ball,  Edgewood  sueet;  George  Blackburn, 
Moreland  street.  Orders  severally  read  twice  and 
passed. 


Reports  with  orders  for  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  furnish  and  set  eugestoues  in  front  of 
estates  of  Mary  A.  Walker,  Elm  street,  West  Rox- 
bury  ;  city  of  Boston,  on  Dartmouth  street;  Helen 
W.  Capen,  on  Greenough  avenue,  West  Roxbury. 
Orders  severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  recommending  tne  granting  on  the  usual 
conditions  of  petition  of  Huse  &  Baldwin  for 
leave  to  maintain  a  hoisting  beam  at  stable  on 
L?verett  street.    Accepted. 

Schedule  of  cost  of  edgestones  in  front  of  es- 
tates on  Bartlett,  Third  and  other  streets  and  or- 
der for  proportionate  assessment,  and  collection  of 
same.    Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

THE  VOTE  ON  PUBLIC  PARKS. 

Alderman  Stebbirs  submitted  the  following: 
Tne  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  re- 
turns of  votes  cast  in  tbe  several  wards  of  the  city 
on  the  9th  instant,  upon  the  acceptance  of  chapter 
185  of  the  acts  of  1875,  entitled  "Au  act  for  the 
laying  out  of  public  parks  in  or  rear  tue  city  of 
Boston,"  have  attended  to  that  duty  and  report 
that  said  returns  appear  to  be  properlv  made, 
with  the  exception  of  tbat  from  Ward  10, 
which  is  Figned  by  only  two  inspectors 
of  the  election,  with  the  wardens  ana  clerk. 
Upon  inquiry  of  the  warden  and  clerk 
of  tbat  waid,  it  appears  that  only  two  i  spectors 
were  present,  ard  officiating  in  said  ward  on  elec- 
tion day.  Tbe  election  in  that  ward,  though  con- 
ducted'in  good  faith,  was  nevertheless  illegally 
managed,  and  the  returns  have  therefoi  e  been  ie- 
jected  by  your  committee.  Ihe  number  of  yeas 
returned  from  the  ward  ^as  299,  and  the  i  umber 
ot  nays  was  90.  Besides  the  votes  reguliily  re- 
turned ana  recorded  from  Ward  2,  the  ward  offi- 
cers of  said  ward  have  certified  that  216  ballots 
were  cast,  not  in  the  form  prescribed  by  law,  'nut 
having  chis  legend:  "Ward  2  votes  'No'  unless 
Copp's  Hill  is  designated  as  one."  These  ballots 
were  not  included  in  tbe  regular  returns  from 
!Vard  2,  and  your  committee  concur  with  the 
watd  officers  of  that  ward  in  excluding  them 
from  the  result.  Making  tbe=e  ceductious,  the 
returns  are  properly  entered  m  the  t!or;k  k.-pt  for 
that  purpose,  and  the  re»ult  appears  to  be  as  fol- 
lows 

For  accepting  the  act 3706 

For  rejecting  the  act '. 2311 

Your  committee  recommend  tbat  a  certificate  of 
tbe  result  be  signed  and  transmitted  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Commonwealth,  as  provided  by  law. 


Accepted. 


Clinton 


vS}  Committee. 


SOUTH  BOSTON  RAILROAD. 

Aldeirnan  Burrage  offered  tbe  following: 
Ordered.  That  the  cars  of  the  South  Boston  Rail- 
road Company  shall,  m  coming  in,  go  no  further 
west  than  Washington  street,  nor  further  north 
than  Essex  street,  and  shall  return  via  Washing- 
ton and  Essex  streets  and  theii  present  outward 
route;  provided,  that  s?id  company  may,  if  they 
so  elect,  run  twelve  cars  per  hour  through  Boyl- 
sion  and  Tremout  streets  to  Scollay  square,  to  re- 
turn via  Cornhill, Washington  autt  Summer  streets 
and  their  present  outward  route. 
Read  once. 

FOURTH  OF  JULY— CONFERENCE. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stabbics,  a  recess  was 
taken  until  nine  o'clock  P.  M.,  when  the  order  for 
the  celeb r  tion  of  the  Fourth  ot  July  next  came 
uai  with  che  refusal  of  the  Common  Council  to  re- 
cede from  their  former  action. 

The  Board  refused  to  concur— yeas  7,  nays  4  (the 
same  as  before,  Alderman  Pope  being  absent). 

Onimotion  of  Alderman  Piescott,  it  wasjvotetl  to 
a  k  a  committee  of  confeience,  and  Aldermen 
Worthington,  Bigelow  and  Stebbins  weie  appoint- 
ed said  committee. 

Sent  down. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 


JUNE       14,       1875. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 


JUNE    14,    1875. 


R,B£iilar  weekly  meeting  at  7.30  o'clock  P.  M. 
Called  to  order,  in  the  absence  of  the  P-esident, 
by  Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  9,  the  secior  member. 
An  election  for  President  pro  tem.  was  ordered. 
Messrs.  Burditt  of  vv  arti  16,  Woods  of  Ward  8,  and 
Moley  of  Ward  19  were  appoicted  a  committee  to 
collect  and  count  vo*es.  They  reported- 
Whole  number  of  votes 40 

Necessary  for  a  choice -.     21 

J.Q.A.  Brackettof  Ward  10 30 

Henrv  W.  Wilson  of  Ward  12 7 

David  P.  Kimball  of  Ward  6 2 

J.  P.  Clarke  of  Ward  15 1 

Mr.  Bracketc  was  declared  elected  and  took  the 
chair. 

FOURTH  OF  JULY. 

The  rrder  for  the  celebration  of  toe  Fourth  of 
July  came  dowa,  with  non-concurrei  ce  ia  the 
amendment  making  the  sum  $10,500,  and  with 
concurrence  m  the  number  of  the  committee. 

The  questio  i  was  on  adhering  to  the  former 
vote,  and  the  Council  voted  to  adhere,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Hantaan  of  Ward  1. 

A  motion  to  reconsider,  by  Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward 
6,  «as  lost. 

Subsequently  the  order  was  returned  to  the 
Clerk. 

The  Chair — Upon  the  vote  which  has  been  pass- 
ed adhering  to  our  former  action  appropriating 
$10,500  for  the  celebration  of  the  Fourth  of  Jul  v, 
the  City  Clerk  sends  back  word  that  it  is  desired 
that  the  vote  be  ta'<;eri  by  yeas  ano  nays.  Al- 
though it  was  ruled  the  other  night  that  this  was 
unnecessary,  in  order  to  'ettle  any  doubt  upon 
that  point  the  Chaii  Hill  put  the  question  again. 

Mr  Perkins  of  Ward  16  —  I  am  unused  to 
parliamentary  proceedings,  but  it  strikes  me, 
sir,  that  it  is  a  little  out,  of  place  for  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  to  send  bf.ck  a  vote  which 
has  been  passeo  hee,  dulv  authenticated 
by  our  Preiident,  and  tequesc  that  we 
be  put  oa  record  on  this  question.  It  seems  to  me 
that  a  sense  of  self-respect  which  is  due  a  legisla- 
tive body  would  prevent  u'conplying  with  the  de- 
mands of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  I  hope  we 
shall  not  do  so 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — May  I  be  allowed  to  ask 
the  President  to  state  the  position  of  the  matter? 
I  did  n't  i-xactly  understand  it  and  I  think  my 
neighbors  did  not. 

The  ohair— The  Chair  did  not  desirt,  to  give  the 
impiessioi.  that  the  paper  came  back  from  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  ;  it  was  msrely  a  suggestion 
irom  the  City  Cl=rk. 

Mr.  Shaw — May  I  asK  if  it  has  been  sent,  up  to 
tbe  Aldermen? 

Ihe  Cnair— It  has  been  sent  up,  but  I  under- 
stand tha^  it  has  not  reached  tneBoarc.  The 
Clerk  saw  it,  and  has  suggested  toat  the  yeas  sibd 
nays  be  taken. 

Mr.  Shaw— What  right,  I  wruld  ask,  has  the  City 
Clerk  or  other  cierk  to  suggest  anytning  to  us  as 
to  our  duty?  Ther<-  is  a  dignity,  sir,  which  be- 
1  "xius  to  this  body  winch  we  are  in  duty  bound  to 
support  ami  sus.'ain.  The  legitimate  course,  and 
the  only  course,  as  the  gentleman  from  the  °ix- 
teenth  Ward  lias  suggested,  is  for  us  to  do  our 
business  in  a  legitimate  way  and  sen'J  it  to  the 
othei  branch  of  the  Council.  That  is  all  we  have 
tftts  right  to  do — it  isail  that  can  beexoectel  of  us. 
and  it  v  all  that,  in  my  judgment,  this  body  will 
ever  consent  to  do.  We  should  s^nd  back  tu  the 
body  that  has  sot  the  matter  to  us,  rejecting  the 
thing  which  we  aoooted,  aad  we  should  not 
chang?  out  action  at  the  suggestion  of  ai  y  body. 
Audit  the  other  branch  of  the  City  Government 
sees  lit  even  again  to  r  ject  it,  we  have  our  right; 
wi-  havs  our  legitimate  and  parliamentary  course 
to  pursue,  ar.d  it  is  uubecomi.  g  for  us,  sir,  in  my 
humble  judgment,  to  do  anything  else  than  to 
pursus  that  patli  =  mentary,  legitimate  course. 
Nothing  can  be  demanded  of  us  on  the  yeas  and 
nays.  We  have  taken  the  yeas  and  3a vs  once 
already,  and  this  i«  a  question  simply  whether  we 
will  concur  in  the  dictum  of  the  oilier  branch 
only.  There  is  a  dignity,  sir,  which  we  are  bound 
to  support. 


Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13—1  counsel,  sir,  a  little 
time,  a  little  coolness  on  this  matter.  There  is  no 
use  tor  us  to  act  on  it  at  once.  I  can  see  that  vse 
are  a  Utile  fast  just  here.  If  this  matter  was  sim- 
ply sent  back  by  the  City  Cl»-rk  to  our  cle^k  with 
the  request  that  we  should  take  the  yeas  and 
nays,  if  it  is  parliamentary  ana  proper  that  the 
question  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  let  us  take  it. 
If  any  gentleman  is  sufficiently  postec  in  parlia- 
mentary usage  or  law  to  stand  up  here  and  state 
that  the  thing  is  irregular,  that  it  is  showing  dis- 
respect to  this  body  by  the  other  branch,  I  will 
stand  to  the  guns  as  long  as  any  other  man,  but  I 
counsel  calmness  in  this  matter.  I  do  n't  think 
we  gain  anything  by  cutting  off  our  noses  to  spite 
our  owe  faces. 

Mr.  Devf-reux  of  Ward  22—1  don't  kuo-w  that  I 
.am  more  than  oi  dinatity  conversant  with  par- 
liamentary law,  but  it  seems  to  me,  sir,  an  inva- 
sion of  the  dignity  of  this  body  to  again  vote  upon 
this  matter,  if  it  was  viva  voce.  If  there  wa«  ary 
member  of  this  body  who  doubted  the  majority 
on  the  question  which  was  passed  under  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  President,  then,  sir,  we  may  call  tor 
ths  yeas  and  nays;  but  when  the  Board  of  Mayor 
and  Alcermen  send  it  here  and  asK  us  to  indorse 
again  by  a  vote 

Mr.  Parker  of  Ward  14 —I  call  the  gentleman  to 
■rrder.  Tbe  Boar;l  of  Aldermen  has  not  sent  that 
paper  here. 

Mr.  Devereux— I  should  so  limply  froaa  what  the 
President  stated. 

The  Charr— The  Chair  will  state  again,  as  Ire  in- 
tended to  ■'tate  before,  that  this  does  not  come 
back  fro  .id  the  Board  or  Alcermen.  It  was  a  mere 
suggestion  made  by  the  City  Clerk,  that  it  would 
be  welJ  to  have  tlrs  vote  taken   by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Devertux — I  am  perfectly  willing  to  hove 
the  veas  and  nays  taken  and  to  go  on  record  as 
•"ave"  in  endorsing  what  has  already  been  done; 
and  I  really  hoce  that  the  yeas  and  nays  will  oe 
called  and  I  should  hoje  thwre  would  not  be  a 
"no." 

Mr.  Harrigan  of  Ward  1— We  have  voted;  on  this 
thing  vea  aad  navand  all  sorts  of  w»y.,  and  it 
does  appear  to  me,  sir,  that  we  should  again  take 
ihe  veas  and  navs,  as  i=  proper  on  all  appropria- 
tions. 

Mi.  Kimball  of  Ward  6— If  I  understand  this 
matter,  Mr.  President,  that  paper  was  sent  from 
this  branch  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  but  before 
it  reached  it,  being  in  the  hands  of  the  City  Clerlr, 
he  sends  it  back,  as  I  understand  it,  polittly,  and 
suggesis.  to  our  clerk  that  we  should  have  voted 
on  that  by  yean  and  navs,  and  it  should  so  appear 
on  the  paper.  No*  a  question  similar  to  this  has 
once  or  twice  lefore  this  been  up  before  this 
"branch,  wten  we  voted  upon  the  question  viva 
voce,  aad  subsequently  at  the  sugge  tiouofourown 
clerk,  the  Prf.sicent  expressed  the  opinion  that 
th°  vote  should  have  been  taken  by  yeas  and 
nay=,  and  saio  that,  notwithstanding  we  had 
voted,  ni  order  to  bring  ourselves  within  the  law 
we  should  vote  by  yea  a^d  nay.  I  am  not  sure, 
Mr.  President,  whether  this  comes  uDder  the 
statute— but  I  think  it  does — which  provides  "how 
cities  may  apciopnate  mo aev,amorg other  thingo 
foi  the  cele-bration  of  holidays  and  other  pur- 
poses of  a  public  nature;  and  it  provides  that  the 
appropriation  shpll  be  made  by  a  vote  of  two- 
thirds  the  members  of  each  branch  of  the  City 
Council  present  and  voting,  by  a  yea  and  nay 
vote.  Now  ir  this  matter  should  come  under 
that  statute,  af-er  this  vote  is  not  passed, 
■crjoiher  week  go'ie  i-y  and  both  branches 
of  the  City  Government  a  gouraed,  we  might  be 
fold  by  the  City  Solicitor,  "You  can't  goon  and 
expend  a  cent  of  that  a  oney ;  you  did  n't  pass  tbe 
vote  as  co.temalated  by  the  statute."  Now,  as 
there  has  been  no  disrespect  shwwD  by  the  other 
branch  to  this, — .only  a  privaie  communication, — 
as  I  view  it,  having  been  sent  from  the  clerk  of 
that  branch  to  the  clerk  of  our  own  braneh,  that 
we  should  ha-'e  taken  the  vote  by  yeas  and  nays, 
notwithstanding  the  manner  In'  which  it  has 
alteaoy  been  raken — notto  back  down,  take  a  back 
track  from  anything  «e  have  done— but  to  bring 
ourselves  within  the  law,  so  that  a"ttr  wo  have 
appropriated  this  money,  if  we  are  to  have  a  cele- 
bration of  the  Fourth  of  July,  we  may  not  be  met 
ten  cay«  f  om  now  by  the  City  Solicitor, 
with  "You  have  not  appropriated  your  money 
legally  and  cannot  expend  it.  ' 

The' Chair— I  wish  to  say,  in  order  to  settle  the 
matter,  that  the  Cl.air  will  rule  that  the  pluvious 
vote  of  the  Council  was  invalid  for  this  reason: 
The  two  branches'  h  <ve  -lot  as  yet  concurred  in  the 
appropriation,  and  as  the    Chaii   understands  it, 
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tLe  matter  stands  in  just  the  same  position  as  if 
no  appropriation  hao  been  voted.  Tbis  is  to  be  an 
appropriation  for  celebrating  a  holiday,  and  ac- 
cording to  statute  tha  vote  must  be  passed  bv  a 
two-thirds  vote.  The  Chair  will  rule  that  the  last 
vote  ^'as  invalid. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7 — If  I  mistake  not  we 
had  hart  a  vote  on  this  very  question.  As  I  look 
over  the  record  of  the  Council  on  the  twenty- 
seventh  day  ?f  May,  a  yea  aod  nay  vote  was  taken. 

The  Chair—  l'uat  vote  not  having  been  con- 
curred in,  the  Chair  is  of  the  opinion  that  it 
amounts  to  nothing  tow  unless  the  Council  ad- 
heres. Ths  question  is  one  of  doabt,  and  m  older 
to  settle  it,  the  Chair  will  rule  that  the  vote  should 
be  taken  by  yeas  and  nayc. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald — Taen  the  Chair  means  to  say 
that  the  vote  which  was  passed  here,  because  tbe 
other  branch  does  not  co  cur  with  us,  is  invalid, 
and  that  every  time  it  comes  back  we  are  obliged 
to  vote  ypa  and  nay? 

t-  The  Chair— The  Chair  will  rule  that  it  is 
necessary. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald— The  Chair  means  to  say  that  for 
the  fake  of  smoothing  matters  over  the  Chair  will 
rule  unparl  atnentanly. 

The  Chair— The  Cb;;ir  does  not  say  that,  but 
that  it  is  necessary  to  rake  the  vote  bv  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12—1  think  the  ruling  a  lit- 
tle strange,  not  wishing  t">  cast  any  reflection  up- 
o  a  the  Chair  by  saying  it,  but  simolv  to  s-t  my- 
self right.  I  don't  wish  to  be  understood  as  al- 
lowing it  to  be  entirely  correct,  the  reason  that 
we  have  passed  a  yea  and  nav  vets  upon  an  ap- 
propriation of  $15,000.  At  ths  last  meeting  the 
motion  was  made  t-i  reduce  it  to  $10,500.  Ifith;;d 
been  to  appropriate  $20,000,1  cau  conceive  that  we 
should  have  taken  a  yea  and  nay  vote.butitseems 
to  me  competent  for  the  Council  to  reduce  it  fi.om 
$15,000  to  $10,500. 

Mr.  Shaw  ot  Ward  5— The  question  that  comes 
to  us  r  as  thb  nature  of  an  inherent  question.  It 
cotnes  to  us,  sir,  as  a  question  of  concurrence  or 
non-concurrence.  That  is  the  point,  and  it  is  not 
necessaiy  for  any  member  to  rise  and  move  one 
thing  or  the  other;  it  is  th°  duty  of  the  piesiding 
officer,  when  a  bill  or  order  of  any  kind  comes  from 
the  other  branch — I  am  not  undertaking  to  in- 
struct the  Chair  in  his  dutv — but  only  to 
call  his  attention  to  the  parliamentary  law. 
It  is  the  inherent  question  for  the 
Chair  to  put,  Will  this  body  concur  or  non-eoc- 
eur?  It  is  no:  for  him  to  wait  auy^odv's  motion. 
Now,  sit,  tbit  question  has  be^n  divided  in  this 
Council.  There  are  two  portions  of  it.  The  two 
branches  concur  in  a  portion  of  H;  they  nave  not 
concurred  in  another  portion.  Ana,  air,  here  i", 
ths  question. 

M-.  Crock°r  of  Ward  6—1  rise  to  a  point  of  <-r- 
der.  There  is  no  question  before  the  hou^e.  Un- 
less the  cecisioo  of  the  Chair  is  acpealsd  fiorn, 
there  is  no  question. 

■  The  Chair — Xhe  Chair  ruler;  tnatthe  discussion 
is  out  of  6rd°r.  The  Chair  has,  however,  allowed 
it  t'>  go  on.  no  question  having  be*ti  raiseo. 

Mr.  Shav  of  Ward  5— The  discussion  having 
been  allowed  to  go  on,  I  should  think  I  might 
state  my  point. 

The  Chair — Unless  the  decisioo  of  the  Chair  is 
appealed  fora,  the  jeas  ?,'  d  n-iys  will  be  called. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  never  appeal  from  ths  decision  of 
the  Chair. 

The  question  on  adherence  was  then  put  and 
wis  carried— veas  53,  nays  6. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Barry,  Bent,  Brackett,  Burge-s, 
Clark",  Col  ins,  Coyle,  Crocker,  Curtis,  Cushmg, 
Cushman,  Damon,  Day,  Devereux,  Duggan,  Ed- 
wards, Kelt,  Fitzgerald,  Firzpatnck,  Goiuthwait, 
Guild.  Harmon.  &arri°:an,  Hi^ks,  Hiscox,  Howe.", 
Jaques,  Kellev,  Kimball,  Kiugsley,  Leighton, 
Moon* y,  Mo-rison,  Murray,  Noyes,  Page,  Parkei, 
Pierce,  Power,  Rice,  Sampson,  Shaw,  Smith, 
Sprague,  Stacey.  Swe^tser,  Train,  Wadsworth, 
Walbndge,  Wilbur,  Witlcutr,  Wilson,  Woods— 53. 

Nays  -Messrs.  Burditt,  Cawley,  Kingsbuiy,  Per- 
kins,* ThacpAr,  Whitmoie— 6. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13  moved  to  reconsider,  hop- 
ing the  motion  would  not  prevail.  The  motion 
was  lost. 

Sent  up. 

PAPERS    FROM    THE    BOARD     OF     ALDERMEN    FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Petitions  were  referred,  and  annual  report  of 
Board  of  Over°eers  of  Poor  placed  on  file. 

Report  and  order  for  transfer  of  $30,000  from 
Reserved  Fund  to  appropriation  for  Northampton 
street  District.   Order  passed  to  a  second  reading. 


The  ordinance  to  unite  the  Mystic  and.  Cochituate 
water  boards  came  aowt  with  the  adherence  of 
toe  Board  of  Aldermen  to  their  former  vote. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Day  of  Ward  1,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  ordered  on  a  motion  to  anhere,  by  Mr. 
Wilson  of  Ward  12,  and  the  Council  voted  to  ad- 
here—yeas 32,  na.vs  30. 

Yeas— Me-srs.  Barry.  Bent,  Burgess,  Cawley, 
Clarke,  Collins,  Coyle, Damon,  Devereux, Duarga-J, 
Edwards,  Fitzpatrick,  Harrigan,  Hicks,  Kelley, 
Kvrgsbury,  Kiugsley,  Leii-bton,  Moley,  Murray, 
Noyes,  Osborn,  Power,  Rice,  Staoey,  Sweetser, 
Thacher,  Tram,  Walbridge,  Walsh,  Whitcomb, 
Whit  more— 32. 

Nays— Messrs.  Beal,  Brackett,  Burditt,  Crocker, 
Curtis,  Cushmg,  Cushman,  Day,  Felt,  Fitzgerald, 
Goldthwait,  Guild,  Harmon,  '  Hiscock,  Howes, 
Jaques,  Kimball,  Morrison,  Page,  Perkins,  Pierc, 
Sampson,  Shaw.  Smith,  Sprague,  Wadsworth, 
Willcutt,  Wilson,  Wood  —30. 

Sent  up. 

Orcer  appointing  Gervase  Hall  a  ^ouod  keeper 
and  field  driver  for  Roxbury  District.  Read  twi.e 
and  passed. 

Order  referring  annual  report  of  Directors  for 
Publrc  Institutions  (Citv  Doc.  67)  to  Committee  on 
Public  Institutions  with  instructioas  to  report 
upon  such  suggestions  therein  contained  as  they 
think  expedient.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  ratify  a  ud  confirm  all  acts  done  and 
conveyances  mads  under  order  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  Oct.  18, 1869,  in  relation  to  certain  es- 
tates oa  Oliv  r  street  surrendered  to  the  city  in 
pursuance  of  chapter  159  of  acts  of  1865.  Read 
twice  and  passed. 

v>rder  to  hire  lor  thr-e  years,  from  April  l,  1875, 
an  armory  at  the  corner  of  Washington  an  i  Har- 
vard streets,  at  $1200  psr  annum.  Passed  to  a 
se "ond  reading. 

Report  and  older  for  purchase  of  a  site  torpri 
may  schoollouse  on  Fourth  street,  near  O  street, 
containing  20,000  square  feat,  a<   not  ex'  eeoing 
seventy-rive  cents  per  foot.    Order  passed  to  a 
seconc  reading. 

I'  vitatioi)  ot  Charles  Russell  Lowell  Post  7,  G. 
A.  R.,  to  attend  presentation  of  colors  to  Fifth 
Maryland  Rsgiment.    A-Ccepted. 

VEGETABLE  MARKET. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7  moved  to  take  up  the 
special  assiffuiv.ent,  viz.,  the  reports  on  toe  vege- 
tanle  market. 

Lost— 28  tor,  29  against. 

CDRB  ON  THE  COMMON. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tbacher  of  Ward  15  the  rule 
was  suspended  and  Mr.  Shaw  of  Waid  5suomitred 
the  following: 

City  of  Boston,  in  Common  Council,  ) 
June  14,  1875.  J 

The  Joiut  Standing  Comaiittee  oa  Common  and 
Public  Grounds,  having  complied  with  tne  instruc- 
tions of  the  City  Council  to  give  a  public  hearing 
to  all  persou--  interested  in  the  subject  of  estab- 
lishing a  granite  c*rb  or  an  iron  fence  o.i  the 
westerly  hue  ot  Tremoot  street,  beg  leave  to  sub- 
mit the  following  report: 

Although  the  question  was  reopened  upon  the 
request  of  those  who  favoied  the  erectiou  of  an 
iron  teoce,  the  opinions  of  those  who  appeared  be- 
fore the  committee  were  about  evenlv  divided 
between  a  curb  and  a  re;ce.  It  was  repie- 
sented  on  th«  one  sid-  that  ths  piopossd  curb 
would  destroy  the  roots  of  the  outer  row  ot  tr>-es; 
taat  it  would  not  be  a  sufficient  safeguard  against 
runaway  teams;  and  that  a  substantial  iron  fence 
could  be  e.ected  at  le»s  expense.  ApUn  of  such 
a  fence  was  submitted,  the  estimated  cost  of 
which  was  $9885.  It  was  stated  on  the  other  side 
that  th'  principal  roots  of  the  trees  hao  probably 
been  already  cut  off  in  laying  the  pr;  ssht  curb ; 
that  no  substantial  structure  could  be  erected 
without  putrii  g  in  a  foundation  as  deep  v>  the 
ope  specified  lor  the  proposed  curb;  that  there 
wa<  a  growing  feeling  ia  favor  of  the  substitution 
of  handsome  granite  curbs  around  public  grounds 
in  place  of  iroo  fences;  rhat  the  plat,  of  t"e  iron 
fence  which  had  been  submitted  was  imperf ect.as 
the  proposed  foundations  were  not  sufficiently 
substantial,  and  the  curbs  between  the  posts  were 
too  'ow  to  be  rropetly  adjusted  to  the  grade  of 
the  ac joining  grounds;  and  that  the  electron  of  a 
fence  of  an  entirelv  different  design  from  that 
around  toe  other  portions  of  the  Common  would 
be  m  bad  taste. 

UpoD  this  presentation  of  the  case  the  com- 
mittee decided  to  adhere  to  the  plan  fora  curb 
prepared  by  the  City  Engineer;  aod  they  accord- 
ingly opened  the  proposals  which  had  been  re- 
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cevved  as  stated  in  their  previous  report.  The 
lowest  bid  was  $9047.50— SDmethmg  less  than  the 
estimated  cost  of  tbe  fence. 

The  committee  would  therefore  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying;  order. 

John  T.  Clark. 

James  Power. 

George  A.  Shaw. 

Pierpont  Edwards. 

Michael  D.  Collins. 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  contrast  with 
the  Cape  Ann  Granite  Company  for  furnishing 
and  setting  a  gianite  curb  on  the  westerly  line  of 
Tremont  street,  between  Park  street  and  Boylston 
street,  in  accordance  with  plans  and  specifications 
prepared  bv  the  City  Engineer,  the  price  paid 
thfref or  to  be  as  follows,  namely :  For  furnish- 
ing and  setting  the  curb,  five  dollars  and  fifty 
cents  per  lineal  foot;  for  turn ishiug  and  setting 
the  steps,  eighty-nioe  dollars  per  set— the  expense 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  already  made 
therefor. 
Mr.  Guild  of  "Ward  6  submitted  the  following : 

Report  of  Minority  of  the  Committee  on  Common 

and  Public  Squares  relative  to  Curb  on 

Westerly  Line  Tremont  Street. 

Since  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Common 
and  Squares,  recommending  tbe  placing  of  a  curb 
as  originally  proposed,  upon  the  Tremont-street 
side  of  Boston  Common,  was  recommitted  to 
tbem,  a  public  hearing  has  been  had,  and  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  have  had  further  opportu- 
nities of  obtaining  information  respecting  the  in- 
jury which  the  entire  row  of  trees  might  receive 
from  tbe  curb  proposed,  and  also  respecting  the 
desirability,  feasibility  and  expense  of  a  suitable 
fence. 

A  minoritv  of  your  committee  are  of  the  opinion 
that  a  suitable  curb  and  fence  can  be  placed  in 
the  proposed  position,  which  will  do  little  or  no 
injury  to  tue  trees,  be  a  proper  protection  to  the 
ground  and  those  who  frequent  it,  and  ao  orna- 
ment to  the  stieet. 

The  committee  have  had  a  plan  submitted  by  a 
competent  architect  of  a  curb  crowned  by  a  neat 
and  artistic  fence,  the  supports  of  which  it  is 
proposed  to  set  m  the  old  post  holes  of  tbe  former 
fence  and  the  foundation  of  which  will  not  inter- 
fere with  the  tree  roots  any  moie  than  before,  and 
afford  more  openings  to  the  street  than  tbe  curb 
recommended  by  tne  majority  of  the  committee, 
and  which,  moreover,  Can  be  built  at  a  less  price. 

The  minority  of  your  committee  believe  that  a 
curb  with  a  fence  guard  would  bs  a  more  perfect 
protection  for  pedestrians  and  children,  especial- 
ly from  accidental  falls  which  might  occur  from  a 
curb  unguarded  b.t  fence  to  the  street  which  is 
below  the  grade  of  the  mall  and  which  would 
only  be  separated  f  torn  immediate  contact  with 


the  public  highway,  occupied  by  continually 
passing  vehicles,  bv  the  insufficient  barrier  pro- 
posed bv  the  majority. 

Furthermore,  in  view  of  the  act  recently  passed 
by  the  Legislature  that  no  portion  of  the  people's 
park  should  be  taken  for  the  widening  of  rhe  pub- 
lic highway  except  ay  popular  vote,  and  believing 
that  it  is  the  wish  of  a  majority  of  the  people  of 
Boston  that  the  Common  shall,  at  least  for  the 
pre-enr,  be  secure  even  from  inviting  encroach- 
ment, the  minority  of  your  committee  recommend 
the  erection  of.  a  curb  and  fence  that  shall  afford 
proper  security  to,  as  well  as  an  appropriate  sec- 
ting  for,  one  of  tbe  city's  most  valuable  ancestral 
jewels— Boston  Common. 

S.  M.  Quincy. 
Curtis  Guild. 
Aldus  R.  Cushing. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  o:?  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  procure  propo- 
sals for  the  erection  of  a  curb  and  iron  fence  on 
the  westerly  line  of  Tremont  street,  between  Park 
street  aod  Boylr.too  street,  substantially  in  accord- 
ance with  the  plan  submitted  by  George  R.  Mea- 
cham,  the  expense  to  be  cba-ged  to  the  appropri- 
ation for  laying  a  curb  in  said  locality. 

Severally  ordeied  to  be  printed  and  laid  over. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Orders  for  the  expenditure  of  mouey  for  Com- 
mon and  Public  Grounds  as  follows:  $  1000  addi- 
tional for  plarts;  $500  for  mowing  machines; 
$1500  additional  for  work;  $10,000  additional  for 
labor.    Severally  passed.    Sent  up. 

Order  to  set  apart  from  the  item  of  "Salaries" 
in  the  police  appropriation  th3  sum  of  $5000  for 
''pursuing  and  arresting  criminals."  Passed  m 
concurrence. 

Order  to  pay  J.  E.  Fitzgerald  $4500  for  estate  42 
Newcomb  stieet.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction 
to  be  authorized  to  purchase,  as  a  schoolhouse 
sit°,  a  lot  of  land  owned  by  E.  W.  Clark,  situated 
on  Dorchester  avenue,  near  Crescent  avenue,  con- 
taining 31,600  square  feet,  more  or  less,  with  the 
building  tbeieon  :  the  expense,  not  exceedirg  the 
sum  of  $20,000,  to  be  charged  to  tbe  appropriation 
for  the  Putchase  of  a  Grammar  Schoolhouse  Site 
in  the  Dorchester  Everett  District.  Passed— 33 
for,  9  against.    Sent  up. 

Order  for  a  temporary  loan  of  $2,000,000,  in  an- 
ticipation of  receipts  from  taxes.  Passed  in 
concutrence— yeas  54,  nays  1,  Mr.  Thacher  of 
Ward  15  voting  nay. 

Report  and  ordei  for  a  transfer  of  $2000  from 
Reserved  Fund  for  improve  ooent  of  Orchard  park. 
Passed  in  concurrence— yeas  54,  nays  1,  Mr.  Pierce 
oi  Ward  11  voting  nay. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pierce  of  Watd  11,  the  Coun- 
cil adjourned  and  stood  adjourned  to  Thursday, 
24th  inst. 
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Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JUNE    21,    1875. 


Re.ular  weekly  meeting  at  tour  o'clock  P.  M.., 
Alderman  Clark,  Cuairxan,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Geotge  W.  Babb,  28  Pudbury  street;  John  D. 
Carley,  Lowell  Railroao.  Comnany;  W.  W. 
Humphrey,  Henry  M.  Cox,  Dennis"  Moiau,  Joseph 
C.  Smith,  Joseph  H,  Kittredge,  Metropolitan 
Railroad  Company;  LeisTh  R.  Worcester,  Henry 
A.  TTeui!.  He-cry  R.  l,ungley,  Atwood  D.  Holbrook, 
S^fe  Deposit  "and  Trust  Company;  John  E.  C. 
Goward,  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery. 

ORDER  OF  NOTICE. 

Tbe  order  of  notice  for  hearing  on  the  expedi- 
ency of  constructing  a  sewer  in  Raris  stret,  be- 
tween Marion  and  Brooks  streets,  was  considered. 
No  on-  appeared  to  object,  and  tbe  subject  was 
recommitted  to  tbe  Committee  on  Sewers. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  Jo- 
seph E.  Billings,  for  extension  of  time  in  which  to 
build  on  East  Sfringfield  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of 
the  Board.  Henry  R.  Groce,  foi  the  removal  of  a 
cret  f.'om  Brigbton  avenue. 

S.  R.  Payson,  for  leave  to  remove  two  trees  from 
Forest  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Michael 
Carroll,  to  repaid  for  damages  caused  to  his  es- 
tate oj  Union  avenue,  Ward  17,  by  the  breaking 
of  a  culvert. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  pari  of  the 
Board .  Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as 
foil  ws :  James  Nugent,  new  wooden,  one  horse, 
679  Second  street;  William  Goldsmith,  new 
wooden:  two  horses,  57  Prentiss  ptr»  et,  Ward  15; 
George  B.  Green,  new  wooden,  one  horse,  Chainp- 
nev  street,  near  Newman  street. 

H.  H.  Richardson,  ayent,  for  leave  to  construct 
a  cellar  ;elow  grade  at  corner  of  Washington  and 
Lagrange  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Bernard  Swift 
et  al.,  for  gas  lights  in  Tufts  street,  Cbarlestown. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  Gilman  C.  Hickok,  for  leave  to 
erect  a  wooden  building  at  31  Miller  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Josht  a  T.  Simp- 
son, to  be  allowed  additional  compensation  for 
change  of  grade  in  Bern  ingLO.i  street. 

Mrs.  Rumey  Noble, fo<  aoatement  of  assessment 
for  edgestones  at  30  Brook:  street. 

Petitions  for  buck  sidewalks  in  front  of  resi- 
dences of  M.  McBarren,  East  Dedham  stieet, 
rear  664  Harrison  avenue  ;  P.  Mulvey,  on  AVarren 
place,  corner  Harrison  ave.ue. 

Petitions  for  edgestones  in  front  of  estates  of 
House  of  Good  Snepard,  Tremont  street,  Rox- 
bury;  Department  of  Public  Buildings,  School- 
house  iu  Quincy  street. 

Petition  for  edgestone  and  brick  sidewalk  in 
front  of  estate  of  Andrew  T.  Meserve,  5  Vale 
street. 

Frank  A.  Clapp  et  al.,  that  Bowen  street  from 
Dorchester  to  F  street  be  put  in  order,  sidewalks 
laid,  etc. 

William  S.  Pattee  et  al.,  that  sidewalks  be  laid 
on  Bromley  nark  and  adjacent  stre  ts. 

Boston,  Harttord  &  Erie  Railroad  Company,  for 
leavr.  to  r  build  and  widen  the  bridge  over  their 
tracks  at  intersection  ot  Dorchester  aienue. 

.YL.  Ellis  &  Co.,  for  leave  tcimove  wooden  build- 
ing trom  91  Paris  street  to  Brooks  street,  corner 
ot  Chinch. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Order  to  grade  Bowdoin  street,  Ward  10. 
Passed. 

omer  prescribing  the  mod  a  of  running  the  cars 
of  i be  South  Boston  Railn.ad,  viz.:  Incoming 
cars  not  to  go  west  of  Washington  street  or  nortb 
ot  Es:  ex  street,  and  to  return  via  Washington 
and  Essex  streets;  provided  that  a  number  of 
ca-  s  not  exceeding  tw  id ve  per  hour  may  <i a ver.-e 
their  present  route  via  Scollay  square",  Cornhill, 
Washington  and  Su  Tim>r  street's. 

Alderman  Buirage— When  this  order  was  offered 
there  were  no  indications  that  st°ps  ha.  been 
ta^cn  toward  laying  c own  tne  track  in  the  loca- 


tion granted  ihe  South  Boston  Railroad  in  Wash- 
ington, Milk  and  other  streets.  As  that  location 
was  granted  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  Ttemont 
street  rroni  some  of  the  cars  which  blockaded 
that  street,  and  nothing  having  been  done  toward 
improving  that  location,  it  was  deemed  best  to 
take  seme  othir  course  to  effect  the  object  de- 
sired. Todav  the  officers  of  ths  company  give  as- 
surance that  steps  will  be  taken  to  lay  down  the 
track,  and  I  therefore  move  that  the  order  be  laid 
upon  the  table. 

The  motion  prevailed,  aiid  a  lemonstrancs  re- 
ceived from  W,  W.  Nichols  et  al.,  against  the  nas- 
sage  of  said  order,  was  also  laid  upon  the  table. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  FOR  CONCUR- 
RENCE. 

Orders  to  allow  the  Committee  oc  Common, etc., 
to  expend  the  additional  '•urns  ot  $10,000  for 
labor,  $1500  fot  team  n  ork,  etc,,  $1000  lor  plants, 
etc.,  aud  $500  for  mowing  machines.  SeveiaMy 
passed. 

Reoort  and  order  to  purchase  31,600  feet  of  land 
on  Dorchester  avenue,  Watd  16,  near  Ciescent 
avenue.,  with  the  buildings  t:ereon,  for  the  sum 
of  $20,000;  said  land  now  belonging  to  E.  W. 
Clark.    Order  passed. 

Non-concuneuce  by  Common  Council  in  the 
substitution  of  the  minonty  report  and  ordinance 
for  the  majority  report  and  ordinance  on  subject 
oi  a  C(  chiiuate  Water  Board.  (City  Do.;um.-nt 
No.  64.)  On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott,  the 
Boar  i  adhered  ro  its  original  action  in  snostita- 
tmg  the  minority  foi  the  majority  leport.  Sent 
down. 

MIDDLESEX  RAILROAD. 

A  commnnicaaon  was  received  from  the  Mid- 
dlesex Railroad,  accepting  tne  seventh  location, 
granted  June  7th,  1875.    Placed  on  file. 

BOND  APPROVED. 

The  bond  of  Jams  C.  Tucker,  Superintendent 
of  Public  Buildings,  being  presented  duly  certi- 
fied, was  approve  i  by  the  Board. 

HEARING  DENIED. 

A  petition  was  received  from  M.  F.  Lynch,  ask- 
ing for  further  tirur  to  present  to  the  Board  more 
evidence  to  prove  tb a  fact  that  there  is  no  imme- 
diate necessity  for  the  cons^ructi  >n  of  a  sewer  in 
Pleasant  street,  Ward  16. 

Alderman  Woithington  moved  that  tbe  subject 
be  assigned  tor  a  hearing  at  5  P.  M.  nrxt  Monday. 

Alderman  Power  did  not  object  to  a  leasonable 
time  for  parties  to  be  heard,  but  this  matter  had 
been  h^ard  by  the  committee  and  the  Boaru,  and 
the  petitioner  was  himsell  present.  The  com- 
mittee believe  t':e  sewer  necessary;  besiaes  this, 
a  portion  of  Dorchester  avenue  cannot  be  put  in 
Older  till  the  sewer  is  built,  and  the  work  has 
already  been  delayed  for  that  purpose.  Sewers 
can  be' built  only  in  the  summer,  t.no  it  should  be 
begun  as  eaily  as  possible. 

The  mocioo  to  assign  was  lost. 

POLICE  AT  CONCORD  AND  LEXINGTON. 

Alderman  Burrage  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Police: 

OuW'ed,  That  the  money  received  by  the  Police 
Department  from  the  to^Ds  of  Concord  and  Lex- 
ington, for  services  performed  by  members  of  said 
department  in  said  towns  on  the  19th  of  April, 
1875,  bs  paid  under  the  direction  and  with  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Chief  ot  Police  to  the  officers  who 
pet  formed  the  service. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Hains  submitted  the  following  fiom 
the  Committee  on  Sewers: 

Ordeied,  That  the  assessment  levied  noon  Wil- 
liam Dugan  for  a  se«ev  in  Rochester  street  be 
abated  oy  the  sum  of  $10  on  account  of  extra  ex- 
pense in  entering  saio  sewer. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered.  That  ihe  Superintendent  of  Sewers  be 
her-.by  authorized  to  reconstruct  a  portion  of  the 
sewirin  Everett  st.eet,  the  Boston,  Revere  Beach 
and  Lynn  Railroad  Company  agreeing  to  pay  the 
whole  expense. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  on  petition  of  George  Kaynes  et  al., with 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers  be 
hereby  directed  to  construct  a  drain  for  surface 
water  in  Sanford  and  Forest  Hills  streets,  and 
charge  the  expense  to  the  appropriation  for  sew- 
ers. 

Read  tvice  and  nassed. 
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Repoits  with  orders  for  the  coi.structiou  of 
seweis  in  Berkeley  street,  between  Appleton  and 
Lawrence  streets.  Read  twice  and  passed.  Re- 
port with  order  tor  a  sewer  in  Appleton  street, 
near  Berkeley  street;  and  in  Doichester  avenue, 
Savin-Hill  avenue  and  Pleasant  street.  Read 
once. 

TREASURER'S  ACCOUNTS. 

Alderman  Bigelovv  submitted  the  following: 
The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on   the  Treasury 
Department,  to  whom  were  referre  1  the  accounts 
of  the  City  and  County  Treasurer,   for   the   year 
ending  April   30, 1875,  beg   leave   to   report    that 
they  have    made   a   careful    examination    of  the 
accounts  and  have  compared  tnem  with  the  rec- 
ords in  the  Treasuier's  office,  and  they  find  that 
the   entries    correspond    uith    the   receipts    aod 
vouchers  on  file.    The  business  of  the  cffh-e  dur- 
ing the  past  yesr  has  been  as  follows : 
Cash  received  on  account  of  city  of  Boston.  $21,621,969.94 
Cash  received  on  account  of  the  county  of 
Suffolk 133,912.35 

Total  receipts $?1,7  54,981.39 

Cash  paid  on  account  of  city  of 

Boston $18,068,552.72 

Cash  paid  on  account  of  county 

of  Suffolk 372,311.99 

Cash  paid  to  commissioners  of 

sinking  funds 2,061,784.37 

Total  expenditures 20,502,649.08 

Excess  of  receipts  over  expenditures  during 

the  year $1,252,332.31 

Cash  on  hand  May  1, 1874 2,185,172.30 

Cash  on  hand  April  30, 1875 $3,437,504.61 

The  amount  of  bonds  held  by  the  city  for 
sales  of  real  estate  was $364,441.08 

The  amount  of  bonds  held  by  the  city  for 
sales  of  estates  purchased  for  widening 
streets  was $815,062.1 6 

The  committee  find  that  the  duties  nertainirjg 
to  the  Collector's  Department  have  not  been  per- 
formed in  a  very  satisfactory  manner  during  a 
number  of  years  past,  and  especially  in  the  mat- 
ter of  enforcing  the  conditions  of  bonds  given  for 
the  payment  of  money  on  account  of  property 
sold  by  the  city.  Under  the  direction  of  the  com- 
mittee, the  Treasurer  has  notified  all  delinquents 
upon  such  bonds  that  unless  they  comply  with  the 
conditions  within  ten  days  the  city  will  take  pos- 
session of  the  property  thus  forfeited. 

Accepted.    Sent  dovrj. 

TREASURER  AND  COLLECTOR. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  .1  report  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Treasuiy  Department,  who 
were  requested  to  nominate  candidates  for  the 
offices  of  Treasurer  and  Collector,  recommending 
the  election  of  Charles  H.  Dennie  as  Treasurer, 
and  Thomas  Sherwin  as  Collector. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  on  motion  of  Al- 
derman Bigelow  the  Board  proceeded  to  an  elec- 
tion. Aldermen  Bigelow  and  Burr  age  were  ap- 
pointees a  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes. 
They  reported- 
Whole  number  of  votes 11 

Necessary  to  a  choice 6 

Charles  H.  Dennie  had 11 

and  he  was  declared  elected  on  the  part  of  the 
Board . 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Bigelow,  the  Board  pro- 
ceeded to  an  election  for  Collector. 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  rise  for  information.  It  is 
said  that  Thomas  Sherwin  is  not  a  resident  of 
Boston  and  has  never  paid  taxes  here.  I  suppose 
the  Committee  on  the  Treasury  have  some  good 
reason  for  nominating  him,  and,  for  one,  I  should, 
like  to  know  what  it  is  befors  I  vote. 

Alderman  Bigelow — Mr.  Sherwin  will  become  a 
resident  of  Boston  if  the  nomination  is  confirmed. 
He  is  quite  ready  to  come  into  the  city. 

Alderman  Burraftc— Mr.  Sherwin  was  nominat- 
ed because  he  was,  iu  the  minds  ot  the  committee, 
the  most  fit  man  presented  to  them.  They  consid- 
ered the  matter  very  carefully,  sir,  an  1  the  nomi- 
nation is  the  result  of  their  careful  and  deliberate 
judgment.  He  is  said,  by  all  who  know  him,  to  be 
eminently  fit  for  any  position  of  responsibility ; 
his  intepritv  is  unquestioned,  and  be  is  said  to  be 
a  man  ot  remarkable  ability.  In  regard  to  bis 
residence,  he  may  temporarily  live  out  of  the  city, 
but  he  is  a  native  of  Boston,  as  «U  know,  and  in- 
tends io  reside  in  the  city  if  elected. 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

Thomas  Sherwin  had 11 

J.  W.  Kicker 1 


Mr.  Sherwin  was  declared  elected. 
Certificates  sent  down. 

THE  CENTENNIAL. 

Alderman  Harris  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  thanks  of  the  City  Council  be 
presented  to  General  Francis  A.  Osborn  for  his 
services  as  Chief  Marshal  of  the  proeesrion  on  the 
Seventeentn  of  June. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Seat  down. 

Ordered,  That  the  thanks  of  the  City  Council 
bs  presented  to  Brevet  Major  General  Richard 
Arnold  of  the  Fifth  Regiment  of  Artillery,  U.  S. 
A.,  and  to  the  officers  and  men  under  his  com- 
mand, for  their  services  m  escorting  the  City 
Government  of  Boston  and  its  guests  on  the  Sev- 
en tenth  of  Jui.e. 

Read  twice  and  massed.    Sent  down. 

Alderman  Worthmgton  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  Committees  i~e  re- 
quested to  prepare  and  print  an  account  of  the 
celebration  in  this  city  commemorative  of  the 
centennial  anniveisary  of  the  battle  ot  Bucker 
Hill,  and  that  1000  copies  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  City  Government,  to  be  distributed  under 
the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Printing;  the 
expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Incidentals. 

Read  twice  and  passed — yea*  12,  nays  0.  Sent 
down. 

STABLES   AND    CELLARS. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  reports  from 
the  Committee  on  Health,  recommending  that 
leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  conditions  on  the 
following  petitions  for  leave  to  occupv  ttables: 
Franklin  H.  Walker,  519  Main  street ;  J.  M.  Pike, 
Blue  Hill  avenue;  Timothy  Connolly,  1732  Ireroont 
street;  James  Standish,  Ashland  and  Linden 
streets;  Woodman  Jones,  River  street,  near  Hvde 
Park;  Otis  Gately,  Garden  street,  corner  Dorches- 
ter avenue;  Chailes  A.  Hall,  near  Canal  street, 
foot  of  Lincoln  street,  Ward  22;  Augustus  Smith, 
Mt.  "Vernon  and  Everett  streets,  Ward  19.  Sever- 
ally accepted. 

ARMORIES. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Armories : 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Cyrus  White  the  sum  of  $75,  being  the  amount  of 
rent  due  lor  the  armory  occupied  by  Company  A, 
Fust  Regiment  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  on  Centre 
street,  West  Roxbury,  from  April  1,  1875,  to  July 
1, 1875;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Armories. 

Read  twice  atd  passed— yeas  12,  nays  0.  Sem 
down. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  reports  fiom  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  as  follows : 

Billiard  License  Refused— Edward  C.  Leonard, 
699  Washington  street. 

Minors'  Applications  Granted— Three  boot- 
blacks, seven  newsboys. 

Severally  accepted. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  reports  and  orders 
from  the  Committee  on  Paving,  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  peimission  be  granted  to  the 
trustees  in  oossession  of  the  Boston,  Hartford  & 
Erie  Railroad  Company  or  their  assigns  to  locate 
and  construct  a  sui cable  abutment  upon  the  east- 
erly side  of  said  railroad  at  the  crossing  of  Dor- 
chester avenue  upon  a  convenient  line  not  east  of 
the  line  of  the  original  location  of  said  railroad 
through  South  Bay  extenoed;  upon  condition  thac 
said  abutment  aid  bridge  shall  be  constructed  to 
the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  Citj  Engineer  of  the 
city  of  Boston. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  recommending  le?.ve  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  South  BostoD  Railroad  Company  for  a 
curve  track  at  corner  of  Milk  and  Washington 
streets.  Laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Alderman 
Burrage. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $1.30  be  abated  from 
the  amount  assessed  to  Patrick  H.  Lee  for  erige- 
stones  on  Short  street,  Werd  22,  for  an  en  or  m 
measurement. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $18.38  be  abated  from 
the  amount  assessed  oo  Eustis  street,  No.  286, 
and  that  the  same  be  assessed  on  James  W. 
Gerard. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  peiition 
of  William  Litchfield  et  al.  that  the  location  called 
Crafts  Coiner  be  not  naaed  Thompson    square; 
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and  Old  Colony  Railroad  Company,  for  leave 
to  close  Dover-street  Bridge  against  vehicles  on 
June  27.    Severally  accepted. 

Reports  in  f  avoi  of  grauting  leave  to  M.  Drinan 
&  Co.  and  S.  &  D.  Richards  to  move  wooden 
buildings  on  the  usual  conditions.  Severally 
accepted. 

Orders  for  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  to 
fu;nish  ano  set  edgestones  in  front  of  estates  of 
Clai't?  &  Leatherbee  on  Columbia  street;  Augusta 
W.  Hunt,  on  Columbia  street,  Ward  16;  Adams  & 
Barstow,  on  H  street,  at  the  corner  of  Fourth 
street.    Severally  lead  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  directed  to 
abate  the  sidewalk  assessment  of  §23.39  against 
estate  177  and  179  Bolton  street,  belonging  to  the 
heirs  of  Patrick  J.  Flynn,  said  heirs  being  uuable 
to  pay  the  same. 

Read  rwice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  area  at  the  intersection  of 
Main  and  Wanen  streets,  Charlestown,  be  here- 
after called  and  known  as  Lafayette  squaie. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief  of  Police  be  directed  to 
close  Salutation  street  agamrt  public  travel  while 
Police  Station  8  i-  being  raised. 

Read  twice  and  parsed. 

Ordered,  Tbat,  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  and  pave  Beach  street,  between 
Washington  street  and  Harrison  avenue,  as  re- 
cently widened  bv  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners; the  expense  thereof,  not  exceeding  $8000, 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Beach- 
street  Widening.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  Dotice  be  and  is  hereby  given  to 
the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company,  thai;  in  the 
opinion  of  this  Board  the  public  safety  and  con- 
venience require  that  Washington  street  should 
be  paved  with  small  granite  blocks  from  Wal- 
tham  street  to  Chester  square,  and  that  said  com- 
pany be  directed  to  pave  the  tpace  occupied  by  its 
tracks  on  raid  street  with  small  granite  blocks; 
said  work  to  be  done  under  the  direction  and  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  Superintendent  ot  Streets. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

WOOD  PAVEMENT  IN  COURT  STREET. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  the  following,  trom 
the  Committee  on  PaviDg: 

Ordeied,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  in  the  execution  of  the  order  passed  oy 
the  Board  of  Aloermen  May  3, 1875,  for  the  pav- 
ing of  Court  street,  to  substitute  burn-ttized 
spruce  blocks  in  place  of  granite  for  the  pave- 
ment of  said  stieet. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  order  was 
put  upon  its  passage. 

AJderman  Power — In  justice  to  the  committee  I 
should  state  the  reasons  for  changing  the  style  of 
pavement  Ir  feems  to  be  important  on  account 
of  proximity  to  the  Court  House,  where  ttie  pre- 
ceeuings  are  disturbed  by  the  noise  from  the 
stone;  ana  the  order  took  in  toe  part  of  Court 
street  from  tie  Court  House  to  Washington  street 
where  the  abutters,  particularly  the  owners  of 
Sears's  Building,  would  sooner  pay  a  reasonable 
portion  of  the  expense  of  ttie  wood  pavement  than 
have  the  granite  laid.  As  we  cannot  exac;  or  ac- 
cept that  fiom  thorn,  the  comuiittee  thought  it 
advisable  to  change  their  views  and  recommend 
that  tbat  portion  of  the  stieet  be  paved,  with 
wood. 

Alderman  Worthington— Do  I  understand  that 
this  is  for  Court  squaie  also? 

Alderman  Power— No,  sir. 

.'•'. Iderman  Worthington— Then  I  hope  we  shall 
not  adopt  that  wood  pavement.  It  is  to  be  laid  on 
Court  street,  thirty  or  forty  feet  from  the  Court 
House. 

Alderman  Power — It  takes  10  all  of  Court  street 
in  front  or  the  Court  House. 

AJderman  Worthington — I  understand  all  tbat, 
but  wnat  is  ;he  widtn  of  the  street  from  the  froat 
of  the  Court  House?  Sixty  feet.  I  thiau  thecity 
ought  not  to  be  called  upon  to  -.)ave  that  st  eet 
with  wooden  blocks  simply  because  it  passes  with- 
in sixty  feet  of  toe  Court  House.  The  noise  from 
there  aoes  not  annoy  the  courts;  it  is  the  noise 
from  Con  it  square.  The  expense  in  fifteen  years 
will  be  more  than  double  tor  wooc'  than  for  gran- 
ite. It  has  been  understood  heretofore  that  when 
wood  aavainents  are  to  be:  laid  the  abutters  shall 
pay  one-half  the  expenses,  and  I  have  voted  for 
wood  pavement  on  that  account.  I  understand 
now  that  the  committee  have  conscientious  scru- 
ples against  leceiving  money  from  abutters;  if  it 
is  so  I  want  to  know  it.      I  think  there  i°  no  need 


of  this  extra  expense  of  a  wood  pavement  in 
Court  street. 

Alderman  Power— Since  1  have  had  the  bonor  to 
be  o,:i  the  com  .uittee  we  have  paved  many  streets 
with  wood,  and  the  cny  has  never  exacted  any 
portion  of  the  expense.  The  owners  of  tbe  Sears 
estate  came  before  the  committee  and  offered  to 
pay,  ratter  than  have  t«e  street  paved  with  scone, 
as  far  as  their  building  extended  ;  and  as  tbey 
represented  such  a  large  amount  of  prop- 
erty and  paiti  such  large  raxes,  we  thought 
it  certainly  would  not  be  proper  to  ex- 
act from  them  what  we  did  not  exact 
from  others.  Court  square  is  alreacy  paved  with 
wood,  and  the  gram  re  makes  so  much  noise  that 
we  changed  this  pavement  to  wood.  Tbe  first 
cost  of  laying  this  »ood  is  not  much  more  than 
half  the  expense  of  laying  granite  blocks,  and 
the  f  ommittee — at  least'l  do— thiuk  that  if  paveci 
on  the  plan  that  has  been  used  in  tbe  city,  it  will 
last  eight  or  ten  years,  in  which  case  the  interest 
and  expense  together  do  not  inatee  it  cose 
much  more  than  it  would  to  pave  it  with 
stone.  A.H  the  abuttors  desire  wood,  on  account 
of  the  freedem  from  noise-  Of  course  the  city  is 
interested,  so  far  as  the  couits  are  concerned. 
The  paving  makes  a  good  deal  of  difference  with 
the  courts,  and  if  stone  is  used  they  could  n't 
cio  business  there.  Under  all  the  circumstances 
the  committee  deemed  it  best  to  accede  to  the 
wish  s  of  the  abutters,  and  have  brought  id  chis 
order  granting  their  reque-t. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  am  a  good  deal  sur- 
prised co  hear  the  information  which  the  Alder- 
man gives  i  ow.  Last  year  we  had  the  subject  .if 
paving  Devonshire  and  Kilby  streets  and  Ex- 
change place  befoie  us,  and,  I  think,  some  two  or 
three  others.  The  abutt-rs  asked  for  wood  pave- 
ment, and  we  were  given  to  understand  that  a  por- 
tion— at  least  one-half— of  tbe  expense  was  to  be 
paid  by  the  abuttets;  at  least  I  inferred  that  it 
was  so,  and  voted  for  it.  One  bank  man  told  me 
that  be  would  be  glad  to  pay  half  the  expense. 
Now  we  are  told  that  no  one  can  be  made  to  pay 
anything.  What  is  the  effect  of  laying  wood 
pavement?  At  the  end  of  five  or  six  vears  a  good 
portion  ot  it  will  have  to  be  relaid.  On  Columbus 
avenue,  where  it  has  been  down  four  years,  a 
good  deal  of  it  is  unsafe  to  ride  over.  Wood  pav- 
ing will  not  last  more  than  from  four  to  six  years, 
and  then  it  must  be  relaid  and  continually 
patched  up.  If  I  am  not  mistaken,  granite 
blocks  cost  double  what  wood  paving  does,  but 
they  last  twenty-five  years.  It  is  time  for  us  to 
see'whei  e  our  money  goes.  I  have  listened  to  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Paving  talking  of 
economy;  but  now  he  asks  for  wood  pavement 
that  he  knows  will  have  to  be  r  el  rid  in  a  few 
years.  I  am  opposed  to  wood  pavement  unless 
the  shutters  come  forward  and  agree  to  pay  ote 
half  the  expense.  I  think  we  should  have  some 
respect  for  the  citizens  of  Boston  as  well  as  for 
the  rich  men.  We  are  here  to  legislate  for  the 
poor  men;  rich  men  can  take  care  of  themselves.  I 
favor  granite  because  it  is  the  cheapest,  will  wear 
the  longest,  and  is  the  most  satisfactory  in  the 
end.  I  do  not  believe  that  gianite  blocks— when 
put  down  as  they  should  be,  so  that  teams  can  go 
over  them  without  making  a  great  deal  ot  noise— 
'-•ill  prove  half  the  nuisance  it  is  claimed  they 
will. 

Aid^rman  Pow»r— This  ground  has  all  been 
gone  over  and  I  am  surprised  to  see  the  w«nt  of 
knowledge  of  the  subject  theAloerman  shows. 
He  taks  about  people  paying  half  the  cost  of  sav- 
ing the  street.  It  is  the  first  time  I  have 
heard  of  such  a  tning  in  this  government. 
No  abutter  has  ever  been  asked  to  pay 
a  cent,  and  we  never  thought  of  it.  When  be 
says  wood  pavement  will  last  only  four  or  five 
years,  he  is  talking  ab  >ut  something  he  knows 
uothing  about.  Burnettizr-.d  wood  pavement 
has  n't  loeen  laid  here  till  within  lour  years.  The 
comuiittee  have  weighed  this  matter,  and  they 
appreciate  tne  value  of  stone  pavement  as  well  as 
the  Alderman  does:  but  they  thought,  under  the 
circumstances,  that  it  would  be  a  proper  and 
right  thing  to  grant  the  earnest  request  of  the 
abutters  who  came  before  us  and  asked  for  this 
Change.  For  that  reason,  I  hope  the  change  will 
be  made. 

Alderman  Burrage— Generally  I  should  be  oi  - 
posed  to  paving  streets  «itn  wood  where  theie  is 
heavy  travel;  but  in  this  case  the  di-tance  is  so 
short,  a  id  the  space  to  be  covered  so  small,  that 
it  seemed  croper  to  accede  to  the  wishes  of  the 
abr.ttprs  and  pnve  the  -itreet  with  wood. 

Alderman   Worthington— We  aie  really  estab- 
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lishing  a  verv  nice  rule — it  must  be  paved  ■with 
wood  Decau?  -  it  is  a  narrow  street.  I  suppose 
that  is  th 5  reason  vhy  so  man v  narrow  street?  in 
SoutA  Boston  are  oaved  with  wood— stieets  twelve 
feet  wide.  The  have  all  got  to  be  repaved  in  a 
si. ore  time.  I  questibn  the  Alderman's  statement 
in  regaid  to  buri.ettized  blocks.  So  far  as  the 
abutters  paying,  i  know  it  was  understood  m  this 
Board  last  "ye;,r  that  they  were  to  pay,  and  no 
word  has  been  said  before  that  tbsy  were  not  to 
do  so  in  Exchange  place,  Kilby  and  Devonshire 
stieets.  Now  we  are  toln  they  are  not;  to  pay, 
when  some  of  checa  said  they  would,  pay  half  the 
expsnse. 

Alderman  Power— There  has  been  a  good  deal 
of  debate  upon  this  question,  and  if  the  Alderman 
can  find  a  iecord  of  any  o.e  saying  the  abutters 
are  to  p^y,  1  sbouid  like  to  see  him  oo  it. 

Al  terniaj  Prescott — What  is  the  extra  exoense 
of  ihe  burL.ettized  blocks  over  those  not  ournet- 
tized  ? 

e,lderman  Power— Last  year  I  think  we  had  of' 
fers  el  kooci  pavement  of  burrettized  blocks  for 
§2  and  $2.10  a  foot;  we  ai-so  had  bids  for  blocks 
without  having  undergone  any  process  at  §1.75  or 
somewhere  about  there. 

Aldci'jjiau  Worthington  call-.d  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  acid  the  orcier  was  passed — veas  11,  nays  1 — 
Aluermau  Worthmgto_a  voting  nay. 

METROPOLITAN  TRACKS  IN   COURT  STREET. 

Alderman  Power  subn  itte-;  a  report  en  the 
order  nelative  to  the  removal  of  the  railroad 
tracks  in  Court,  Stats  ar.d  Dsvonshire  stieets, 
reco tun' ending  the  nassage  of  the  following 
orders: 

Or  erei,  That  the  locatiou  of  a  single  t/ac'a  on 
Court  street,  oetweeu  Scollay's  square  and  Wash- 
ington -treer,  granted  to  the  Metropolitan  Rail- 
road Company  Oct.  10,  1870,  be  and  the  same 
i=  hereby  revoked,  and  that  said  company  be  di- 
rected forthwith  to  remove  the  Uaclrs  frbm  said 
Court  street,  between  Scollay's  square  and  Wash- 
ington street,  a''d  place  s  id  sueet  m  as  good 
condui  m  as  it  was  io  before  said  tracks  were  laid. 

Reao  twicv  and  passed — yeas  8,  nays  4. 

Teas — Aldermen  Ligelo^v,  Burrage,  Clark,  Har- 
lis,  O'Brien,  Pouer,  Quincy,  Worthington— 8. 

N>,ys — Aldermen  Pope,  Piescott,  Stebbins, 
Vile —4. 

Ordered.  That  notice  be  and  hereby  is  given  to 
the  Middlesex  Railroad  Couioany  forthwith  to  re- 
move their  tracks  from  State  an  I  Devonshire 
stie.ts,  aud  to  place  said  streets  in  as  good  condi- 
tion as  they  were  in  before  said  tracks  were  laid. 

A  motion  to  stilne  out  the  words  "andDevin- 
shire  street"  by  Alderman  Piescoct,  was  lost. 

The  order  was  read  1  wice  and  pa-sed. 

BRIDGES. 

Alderman  Po«  er  submitted  tb9  folio  ?ing  from 
the  Committee  on  Bridges. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  be 
authorized  to  contract  for  lebuildmg  the  draw 
and  rep  iring  the  draw-pins  on  Meridian-street 
bridge,  in  accordance  with  plans  and  specifica- 
tions prepared  by  the  City  Engineer,  at  an  expense 
not  exceeding  $47,000;  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation already  made  for  that  purpesr. 

Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  be 
authorized  to  contract  for  rebuilding  Ma'den 
Bridf-e,  in  accordance  with  plans  and  specifica- 
tions prepaied  by  the  City  Engineer,  at  an  ex- 
pe  se  not  exceeding  $70,000;  to  be.  cha:ged  to  the 
appropriation  already  made  for  that  pm pose. 

Read  once. 

COLLECTOR'S  DEPARTMENT. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Bnrrage,  the  Board 
look  from  the  table  the  amended  ordinate  relat- 
ing to  the  Collector's  and  Assessors'  departments; 
fixi'  g  bon  >  of  Collector  at  $75,000;  of  Collector's 
cashier  at  $20,000,  and  of  each  Deputy  Collector 
at  $5000;  also  regulating  the  manner  of  collecting 
all  bills  and  amounts  due  to  the  city,  and  provid- 
ing a  system  of  accountability  thereof.  (City  Doc. 
No.  82.) 

Alcerman  Burnge  offered  an  amendment  to 
the  am  eminent  providing-  th-t  the  Collector  shall 
not  use  for  his  private  uses  any  money  in  his 
hand«  during  the  time  he  is  allowed  by  statute  to 
hold  it  (twenty-four  hours.) 

Alderman  Burrage — My  atteution  wa°  called  to 
the  phraseology  or   this   ordinance,   a  ad   if    was 


thought  that  while  it  Bought  be  construed  in  tbi?. 
way.  it  was  better  to  have  it  expi  essly  forbidoea. 

Alderman  Quincy — I  don't  see  that  there  is  any 
objection  to  the  amendment,  and  I  shall  not  op- 
pose it;  but  I  will  state  the  reasons  why  the  com- 
mittee struck  it  out,  It  seems  t~>  be  a  surplusage; 
that  we  prohibit,  that  we  provide  by  ordinance, 
against  the  doing  of  that  which  is  forbidden  by 
statute.  I  don't  propose  to  press  the  objection  if 
the  amendment  is  seriously  desired;  but  the 
amendment  simply  provides  that  we  shall  not  dis- 
obey tbe    latite. 

Alderman  Bun  age — What  the  Alaerman  has 
said  was  generally  correct,  but  it  was  thought  the 
amendment  v, ould  not  do  any  harm,  aoc.  that  it 
might  be  well  to  emphasize  tne  statute. 

The  amendments  were  adopted  and  the  ordi- 
nance passed.    S?nt  down. 

FOURTH  OF  JULY. 

Alderman  Pr>>?cott — I  move  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  Board  refused  to  concur  in  the 
appropriation  made  by  th  •  Cameron  Coun- 
cil ot  $10,500  for  the  observance  of 
the  uinetv-nirtb  ^anniversary  ot  the  Declaration 
of  American  Independence.  I  do  not  desire  to 
take  up  the  time  of  the  Boarri  with  lemarks 
upon  this  matter,  except  to  express  the  hop.  that 
the  motion  will  prevail.  I  think  the  people  ex- 
pect so  newhat  of  a  celebration  ot  the  coming 
Fourth  of  July,  and  I  hope-  some  sum  half-way 
berweeu  those  named  by  the  two  branches  will  be 
agreed  upon.  If  any  celebrrtion  is  to  be  h;,d  at 
all,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  we  should  fix 
the  .miount  ot  the  appropriation  at  the  present 
time,  as  only  two  weeks  intervene  b-foie  the  day, 
which  is  quite  a  short  time  in  which  to  make  ai- 
raugetiiehts  for  even  ?  modeiate  celebration. 

Alderman  Woitbingtjn--I  nope  the  motion  will 
not  prevail.  Last  we- k  the  Board  appointed  a 
committee  of  conference;  I  hope  we  shall  adhere 
to  that,  and  let  them  state  what  they  wait  to  o 
on  the  Fourth  of  July.  I  think  we  should  have  a 
conference,  -nd  that  an  att-mot  should  not  be 
made  to  fores  this  matter  of  $10,500  upon  this 
Board. 

The  motion  to  reconsidei  prevailed,  and  the 
Board  voted  to  concur— yeas  8,  nays  4. 

Yeas — Aldermen  Burrage,  Clark,  Harris, 
O'Brien,  Pope,  Power>  Prescott,  Qumcy — 8. 

Nays — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Stebbins,  Viles, 
Worthington— 4. 

Sent  down  foi  the  appointment  of  Ihe  commit- 
tee. 

DIRECTOR  FOR  PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  "Worthington,  the 
Board  tooktrom  the  table  tbe  matter  of  election  of 
a  Director  for  Public  Institutions,  and  proceeded 
to  ballot,  Aide- men  Prescott  ar.d  Burrage  being 
appointed  a  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes. 
Tney  iepo"ted — 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  for  a  choice 7 

Benjamin  Dean 3 

Nathaniel  Adams 8 

William  Say  ward 1 

And  Mr.  Adams  was  declared  elected  in  noa- 
Cuui.'unetjce.    Certificate  sent  down. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 


JUNE    21,    1875. 


Special  meeting  called  by  the  Mayor  at  7% 
o'clock  P.  M.,  Halsey  J.  Boardman,  President,  in 
the  chair. 

The  President  read  an  executive  communica- 
tion stating  that  the  meeting  wa"  ealleo  to  take 
action  iu  regard  to  celebrating  the  next  Fourth  of 
July. 

The  order  appropriating  $10,500  for  said  celebra- 
tion came  down  with  the  concurience  of  the  other 
branch,  and  tbe  President  joineo  the  following- 
named  members  to  the  committee :  Messrs.  Har- 
rigan  of  Waidl,  Beet  of  Wara  2,  Spiagueof  Ward 
4,  Woods  of  Ward  8,  Lapnen  of  Ward  12,  Kings- 
bury of  Ward  14. 

On  motion  ot  Mi.  Parker  of  Ws>rd  14,  th!  Coun- 
cil acjocrned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JUNE    94,    1875. 


■Regular  weekly  meetug  at  7y2  o'clock  P.M., 
Halsey  J.  Boat  dmar_ ,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  FOR  CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Petitiots  of  Josepa  E.  Billings,  Michael  Carroll 
and  Gilman  C.  Hickok  severally  lef erred. 

Orders  of  thanks,  namely:  1.  To  General  Fran- 
cis A.  Osborn,  for  services  as  Ooief  Marshal  on 
June  17.  2.  To  Brevet  Major  General  Richard 
Arnold  of  the  Fifth  Regiment  of  Artillery,  TJ.  S. 
A.,  and  to  the  officers  and  men  under  his  com- 
mand, tor  escorting  City  Government  and  guests 
on  June  17.    Severally  passea. 

Order  to  pav  to  police  officers  on  duty  in  Con- 
cord and  Lexington,  on  Nineteenth  of  April,  the 
money  received  from  said  towns  for  services  of 
such  officers.    Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Order  for  the  preparation  and  printing  of  a  me- 
morial ot  the  celebration  of  the  one -hundredth 
anniversary  of  battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  Ordered  to 
a  second  reading. 

Report  of  the  Ootmnittee  on  the  Treasury  De- 
partment on  the  accounts  of  ■'he  Oiry  and  County 
Treasurer.    Accepted. 

Repoit  nominating  Charles  H.  Dennie  as  Treas- 
urer, and  Thomas  Sherwin  as  Collector,  and  cer- 
tificates of  the  election  of  said  Dennie  ana  Sher- 
win to>such  offices.  Report  accepted,  and  nomi- 
nations laid  over. 

Order  to  pay  to  Cyrus  White  $75,  as  rent  of  ar- 
mory of  Company  A,  First  Regiment,  from  Aptil 
1  to  July  1.    Ordered  co  a  second  reading. 

Certificate  of  the  election  of  Nathaniel  Adams 
as  Director  for  Public  Institutions,  in  place  of 
Benjamin  Dean,  chosen  by  this  Council. 

The  Council  proceeded  to  an  election.    Messrs. 
Burditt  of    Ward   16,  Kingsley  of   Ward  3    and 
Kingsbury  of  Ward  15  were  appointed  a  committee 
to  collect  and  count  votes.    Tbey  reported- 
Whole  number  of  votes 55 

Necessary  to  a  choice 28 

Benjamin  Dean  had 37 

Nathaniel  Adams 16 

Sylvanus  A.  Denio 1 

Samuel  W.Luce 1 

and  Mr.  Dean  was  declared  elected  in  non-concur- 
rence.   Ceitificate  sent  up. 

THE  WATER    BOARD. 

The  subject  of  the  Water  Board  came  down 
with  the  adheience  of  the  Board  ot  Aldermen  to 
its  vote  of  no  l-eoncurrence  i  n  passage  of  the  oi  di- 
nance  in  relation  to  the  care  and  management  of 
the  Cochituate  and  Mystic  Water  Works.  (City 
Doc.    No.  64.) 

Mr.  Day  of  Ward  1— -I  move  that  the  Council  re- 
cede and  concur  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Wilsor  of  Ward  12—1  hope  the  Council  will 
not  recede  without  some  good  reason  being  5.howu 
for  it.  The  Council  ha^  by  repeated  action  ad- 
hereo  to  the  detetmii  atiori  to  which  it  arrived 
after  an  a uple.  fair  and  full  discussion.  At  the 
last  meeting  my  vote  was  recorded  on  the  side  ap- 
parently contrary  to  my  own  inclinations,  as  I 
was  desirioos  of  preserving  the  right  to  move 
a  reconsideiation,  as  I  knew  tnat  some  gentlemen 
who  coincided  with  mv  views,  were  absent.  As 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  have  repeatedly  voted  in 
favor  cf  the  minority  without  any  debate,  show- 
ing ^  determination  tn  do  so  without  attempting 
to  explain  thf  it  reasons,  I  think  the  better  way 
will  be  to  have  a  committee  of  conference  to  see 
if  ws  cannot  arrive  at  some  conclusion  to  which 
both  sides  can  agr«e,  and  which  will  be,  perhaps, 
a  modification  of  botn  propositions.  I  am  not 
one  of  those  who  mean  to  have  their  way  above 
all  others ;  butfrom  the  light  already  given  me,  and 
from  the  investigation  while  this  matter  has  been 
pending,  I  am  still  <>f  the  opinion  that  the  notion 
taken  by  the  Council  is  the  wiser  of  the  two. 
Rath-r  than  have  this  matter  bandied  back  and 
forth  for  ai>  indefinite  period,  the  wisest  course 
is  to  ask  for  a  committee  of  conference,  and  1 
expected  the  chairman  of  the  committee  to  make 
that  motion.  But  as  the  motion  to  recede  has 
been  made  io  lieu  of  ir,  I  hope  t'  e  Council  will 
adhere,  and  then  let  us  see  if  tbe  two  branches 
cannot  be  Harmonized  on  some  plan  which  may 
combine  both  those  now  before  us. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16,  it  was  or- 
dered that  when  the  vote  be  taken  it  be  by  yeas 
and  navs. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6—1  hope  the  Council  will 
recede  from  its  former  action  and  concur  with  the 
Board  of  Aldermen.  The  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  gave  as  one  reason,  apparently,  why  we  snould 
adhere,  that  the  Board  ot  Aldermen  have  summa- 
rily di  posed  of  this  matter  two  or  three  times 
without  debate ;  no  more  summarily,  I  think,  than 
we  have  disposed  of  the  question  in  this  chamber 
without  debate.  I  presume  tbe  reason  the  matter 
has  not  been  debated  here,  since  this  first  meet- 
ing, was  because  this  water  subject  has  been  fully 
discussed,  and  it  was  not  f?lt  that  by  any  words 
said  in  this  chamber  the  votes  of  any  member 
would  be  changed;  but  the  friends  of  the  minori- 
ey  naturally  hoped  that  by  a  careful  consideration 
of  this  subject  by  each  individual  memoer,  and  by 
conferring  with  his  associates,  or  with  gentlemen 
not  connected  with  the  Ciiy  Government  convers- 
ant with  this  matter,  that  they  might  be  induced 
to  change  their  otes  and  suppoit  the  minority. 
The  matter  was  fully  debated  in  the  first  instance, 
when  the  ordinauce  which  was  not  adopted  «vas 
reported  early  in  the  year.  1  was  present  wjen 
this  compiomise  was  reported,  and  I  did  not  think 
that  anything  that  could  oe  aid  upon  the  merits 
of  the  question  would  change  the  votes  ot  any  in- 
divicual  member,  on  the  one  side  or  the  other.  I 
don't  think  tbe  gentleman  from  Ward  12  would 
get  any  converts  from  the  minority  by  any  re- 
marks; iior  do  I  think  the  friends  of  the  minority 
would  obtain  any  votes.  We  have  hoped— and  I 
speak  for  those  who  represent  the  minority — that 
time  wonld  show  the  wisdom  of  adopting 
the  minority  report  providing  for  three 
paid  commissioners.  If  reflection  upon  the 
part  of  individual  members  and  consultation 
with  others  do  not  lead  n  embers  of  this 
branch  to  change  their  votes,  I  do  not  believe  we 
could  effect  a  change,  however  we  may  debate  it. 
I  should  not  have  arisen  to  speak  upon  this  ques- 
tmen had  not  my  friend  from  Ward  12  intimated 
that  there  had  been  a  summary  disposition  of  this 
matter  in  the  othe  branch.  I  thiik  the  attention 
of  the  members  ought  to  be  called  to  the  fact  that 
the  action  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  has  been  no 
more  summary  than  out  own. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12— The  allusion  I  intended 
to  make— I  am  sorry  if  I  did  not  make  it  clear— 
was  that  the  first  disposition  of  tbe  matter  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  did  not  discuss  it  at  all.  I  am 
glad  to  learn  that  the  friends  of  the  minority  have 
no  argument,  and  that  the  ody  wav  the  gentle- 
man expects  to  change  votes  in  tais  branch  is  by 
private  consultation— for  we  all  know  what  that 
means;  and  that  upon  all  subjects  we  aie 
bound  not  to  differ  with  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen. I  >m  glad  the  admission  is  made 
so  freely  that  they  do  not  expect  to  car- 
ry this  'matter  by  debate;  but  by  what  is 
called  consultation,  and  which  has  degenerated 
into  log-rolling.  I  am  sorry  that  anybody  here  is 
obliged  to  admit  that  they  cannot  ca-ry  a  cause 
upon  its  merits,  that  they  cannot  substantiate 
their  statements  by  a'  gument,  but  must  depend 
upon  private  consultation  to  make  cocverts. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6—1  bet,  pardon  of  the 
Council  for  taking  up  so  much  of  i*s  time  on  this 
hot  evening;  nut  Ihe  remarks  the  gertleman 
has  just  made  might  lead  some  per- 
sons to  infer  that  I  had  knowledge  of 
any  palate  consultations — otherwise  called 
"log  rolling"— in  reference  to  this  matter.  I  de- 
sire to  say  that  I  had  no  such  idea  in  my  mind. 
I  have  not  known  of  any  gentleman  being  ap- 
proached upon  this  subject.  I  have  approached 
no  person  wh-tever,  and  I  have  not  been  m  elaces 
where  the  subject  of  the  Water  Board  has  been 
discussed.  I  meant  si cb ply  that  in  talking,  one 
member  with  another,  upon  matters  which  came 
before  the  Council,  the  water  question  might  be 
discussed,  and  that  whatever  might  be  said  from 
one  member  to  another  would  change  a 
vote.  That  is  all  I  meant.  The  friends  of  the 
minority  do  not  see— o~  1  did  not  say  anything  of 
the  kino— that  this  matter  could  not  be  carried  by 
argument.  What  I  meant  to  sav  was  that  it  could 
not  be  carried  by  any  arguments  in  ad  htion  to 
those  already  uubliclv  made  here. 

The  motion  to  recede  was  lost;  yeas  30,  nays  36. 

Yeas-  Messrs.  Beal,  Brackett,  Burcitt,  Crocker, 
Curtis,  Cushing,  Cushman,  Day,  Felt,  Fitzgerald, 
Goldthwait.  Guild,  Harmon,  Hiscock,  Jaques, 
Kimball,  Loring,  Morrison,  Newton,  Page,  Par- 
ker, Peabodv,  Perkins,  Pierce,  »naw.  Smith, 
Sprague,    Wadsworth,   Wilbur,  Willcutt— 30. 
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Nays— Messrs.  Anderson,  Barry,  Bent,  Burgess> 
Cawfey,  Clarke,  Collins,  Coyle,  Deve.eux,  Dug- 
gao,  Edwards,  Fitzp^trick,  Flynn,  Harriaan, 
Hick=,  Kslley,  Kingsbury,  Kinarsley,  I^.ppan, 
Leighton,  Moley,  Mooney,  Murray,  Noyes,  Os- 
borne, Powtr,  Rice,  Sibley,  Sweetser,  Thacber, 
Train.  Trull,  Walbridsre,  Walsb,  Wbitmoie,  Wil- 
son—36. 

Tbe  president  ruled  that  the  Council  bad  voted 
to  adhere. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  move  that  the  order  be 
indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Peabody  ot  Ward  9— It  seems  to  me  that 
tbjs  is  too  impoitaDt  a  subject  for  the  Counci1  to 
consider  in  so  summary  a  manner.  It  is,  perhaps, 
the  most  inaport.nt  si  bject  row  before  the  City 
Government,  involving  tbe  manner  in  which  an 
enormous  amount  of  money  shall  be  managed  and 
expeuded  ;  and  I  was  in  hopes  the  Council  would 
think  it  wise  to  concur  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen; 
but  siuce  that  has  not  been  done,  I  hope  a  com- 
mittee of  conference  may  se  appointed,  although 
I  bave  no  desire  to  serve  on  it  myself,  and  should 
prefer  cot  to  remove  it.  But  ceiraiuly  in  a  mat- 
ter of  such  great  importance,  whea  everybody 
must  agree  to  the  urgency  of  having  some  ar- 
rangement by  which  the  su  bject  cau  be  managed 
in  the  most  judiciou1  and  economical  nay,  it 
seems  to  me  the  Council  should  etsdeavor  to  come 
into  harmony  -with  ihe  Boara  of  Aldermen,  co  as 
to  bave  the  work  put  under  tbe  regular  super- 
vision of  pai'd  agents.  We  all  know  that  matters 
of  such  importance,  when  managed  by  an  unpaid 
committee,  cannot  receive  the  attention  tbey 
ne°d.  I  hope  the  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone 
will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Wbitmore  of  Ward  4 — I  desire  to  inquire  as 
to  the  effect  of  the  prevalence  of  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Waro  7.  Will  it  prevent  anybody 
from  bringing  forward  a  little  different  scheme? 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — As  I  understand  the  mat- 
ter, and  I  think  tbe  cbair  will  so  rule,  it  will  not 
prevent  him  from  bringing  forward  any  other 
scheme  that  he  desires.  This  matter  bas  been  be- 
fote  ths  Council  some  time,  and  is  of  great  inter- 
est to  the  people  generally.  We  all  know  that  the 
Water  Board  have  made  contracts  amounting  to 
some  four  or  five  millions  of  dollars,  and  I  th.'uk 
tbey  are  ;.s  competent  to  see  that  tho^e  contracts 
are  carried  out  as  any  paid  commission  that  can 
be  appointed.  Therefore  I  think  the  best  way  to 
dispose  of  it  is  au  indefinite  postponement. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6 — I  would  like  to  ask  of 
some  member  of  the  Water  Board  whether  the 
statement  made  oy  the  gentlemau  from  Waid  7  is 
correct  in  the  fullest  particulars, — that  is  to  say, 
whether  tbe  contracts  are  made  and  whether 
th-re  isn't  some  trouble  in  rhe  Water  Board  in 
regard  to  the  contracts  which  are  not  yet  signed. 

Mr.  Thacber  ot  Ward  15 — it  the  present  time 
two  sections  of  the  condui-,  have  not  been  adver- 
tised at  all,  ami  rhere  are  two  sections  that  were 
advertised  and  voted  upon  yssteidav.  The  pat- 
ties are  ready  to  sign  and  execute  tbe  contracts, 
which  will  moit  probaOlj  be  done  tomorrow  or 
next  day,  or  as  soon  as  the  board  can  satisfy 
themselves  as  to  the  bonds. 

Mr.  Kimball— That  ic;  hardly  an  answer  to  my 
question,  which  was,  whether  any  contracts  for 
the  construction  of  these  works  have  yet  been 
signed  by  the  paitiss. 

Mr.  Thacher — I  would  say  in  answer  to  that,  that 
ten  or  twelve  b^.ve  been  signed.  Two  sections 
have  not  teen  advertised,  and  two  were  awarded 
yesidrday.  It  uill  take  some  time  to  inquire  into 
them  and  see  ;f  the  bonds  are  satisfactory. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  13—1  would  inquire  of  the 
gentlemen  if  the  whole  Wat  r  Board  bave  signed 
the  contract. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15—1  would  state,  in  replv 
to  the  gentleman  trom  Ward  13,  that  one  irentle- 
mao  *•  ho  was  on  the  Board  rfhen  the  attachment 
wa-  made,  had  some  fears  that  bis  property  might 
be  attached,  and  uider  advice  ot  tbe  City  Solicitor 
b<}  did  not  sign ;  the  Solicitor  says  it  would  make  no 
difference  whether  he  signed,  the  majority  being 
sufficient.  One  member  of  the  Board  at  present, 
refuses  to  sign,  and  I  can't  say  whether  he  will  or 
will  not  cign.  The  City  Solicitor  has  decided  that 
n  majority  signing  is  as  good  as  thougn  all  signed. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  don't  see  wh*t  that  has 
to  do  with  the  question.  The  Waier  Board  is  in 
existence  today  and  has  power  to  do  so.  But  the 
qttestion  raised  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4  is 
:r  very  proper  one;  which  is  whethei  ifjthe  motion 
of  the  gentleman  irom  Ward  7  prevails  and  this 
matter  is  11  definitely  postponed,  any  other  orde.- 
shall    be    Introduced     different   from    this,   and 


whether  it  will  be  received.  You  certainly  can, 
sir;  there  is  no  question  about  that,  si".  The  in- 
definite postponement  of  the  present  matter  be- 
fore ns  and  another  matter  being  received  is  a 
matter  of  parliamentary  usage.  I  think  it  a  very 
fair  question,  and  it  has  n't  yet  beeo  answered. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6— It  might  be  that  if  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  fin  i  that  if  they  cannot  havs 
the  Toinance  rep-'ited  by  tbe  minority,  they  may 
favor  that  oc  tue" majority,  aud  I  should  bope  that 
tns  matter  will  not  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

It  seems  to  me  that  here  lsanopet-ing  for  a  com- 
mittee of  conference,  and  if  it  is  in  order  I  would 
make  that  motion. 

The  motion  for  a  committee  of  conference  pre- 
vailed, ai  d  Messrs.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  Barry  of 
Ward  7  and  Peirce  of  W.rc  11  were  appointed 
said  committee. 

Se.c  up. 

COLLECTOR  ASD  TREASURER. 

Report  and  ordinances  came  down  for  concur- 
rence, viz. — 

1.  An  ordinance  i)  relation  vothe  Treasurer's 
Department.  (City  Doc.  Mo.  79.)  Read  twice  and 
passed  id  concurrence. 

2.  An  ordinance  in  relation  to  th-  Collector's 
and  Assessors'  Departments.  (City  Doc.  No.  .82 
Amended.) 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Waid  6  thought  the  last  amend"- 
ment  adopted  bv  the  other  banch  superfluous 
[relati  g  to  th-  keeping  ot  money  iu  collector's 
hands],  and  ne  moved  to  strike  it  out. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  quoted  the  remarks  of 
Alderman  Burrage,  that  it  was  well  to  emphasize 
th«  statutes  in  sucb  matters,  and  to  caH  trie  at- 
tention of  tbe  Collector  to  the  matter. 

Mr.  Crocker  vitbdrew  the  motion. 

Mr.  l'hacher  of  Ward  15  moved  to  lay  the  ordi- 
na  <e  od  the  table,  desiung  at.  opportunity  to 
study  it,  as  this  was  the  first  time  he  had  seenit. 

Mr.  Kimball  objected,  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table  was  lost,  and  the  ordinance  was  paso&d  in 
concurrence. 

CITY  REGISTRAR'S   DEPARTMENT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kimball,  tbe  Council  toofe  up 
the  special  assignment  for  8%  o'clock  P.  M.,  viz: 
Majority  and  minority  reports  on  duties  of  City 
Registrar  and  Board  of  Health.  (City  Doe.  No. 
70.) 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6— It  may  not  be  out  of 
place  to  state  as  bristly  as  I  can  tie  reasons  tnat 
induced  the  committee  unanimously  to  their  de- 
cision upon  the  first  question  that  was  referred  to 
them.  Under  the  statutes  tbe  Board  of  Aldermen 
were  tbe  Board  of  Health  ot  tbe  city  ot  Boston; 
the  City  Clerk  is  made  registrar  of  births, 
deaths  a^d  marriages,  but  in  cities  of 
over  10,000  inhabitants  the  City  Regis- 
trar disbarges  the  duty  of  collecting  those  statis- 
tics. The  R-gistrar  has  particular  duties  to  per- 
form under  the  statutes,  and  bis  reports  are  made 
to  tbe  Secretary  ot  tbe  Commonwealth.  The  stat- 
utes provide  that  Boards  of  Health  may  make  all 
regulations  they  judge  necessajy  concerning 
burial  grounds  and  interments.  While  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  were  the  Boart  of  Health  of  the 
City  of  Boston  they  placed  the  duties  which  de- 
volved upon  them  id  relation  to  interments  and 
tbe  care  of  burial  grounds  upon  the  Citv  Regis- 
trar. When  the  Board  of  Health  was  established 
all  the  ordinances  g^vinu  the  charge  of  interments 
and  care  of  burial  grounds  10  the  City  Regis- 
trar were  repealed,  aod  the  same  phraseology  was 
adopted  in  giv'.ng  them  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
After  the  Boaia  of  Health  was  established,  for  a 
certain  time  they  employed  the  City  Registrar  to 
have  caie  of  interments  and  cemeteiies,  and  be- 
fore any  burial  could  take  olace  a  license  was  nec- 
essary from  the  City  Registrar,  wtio  acted  as  Reg- 
ister of  Burials.  Matters  continued  so  for  a  cer- 
tain length  of  time,  when  tne  Board  of  Health 
deemed  it  advisable  to  take  charge  of  these  mat- 
ters, which  were  intrusted  to  them  under  the  or- 
dinance, and  they  took  away  from  the  City 
Registrar  the  authority  obey  had  before 
granted.  Now,  by  the  statutes,  the  City  Regis- 
trar has  to  collect  certain  statistics  in  regard  to 
births,  deaths  and  marriages.  That  statute  is 
chapter  27  of  the  General  Statutes.  After  tbe 
Board  ot  Health  took  from  the  City  Registrar  the 
duties  tbey  conferred  upo.i  him  in  relation  to 
granting  permits  for  burial,  there  was  nothing 
for  tbe  City  Registrar  to  do  except  to  collect  cer- 
tain statistics  and  report  them  to  the  Secretary 
ot  the  Commonwealth,  so  that  the  committee  do 
not  find  that  any  action  is  necessary  to  define  th? 
duties  of  the  City   Registrar   and  tbe    Board   of 
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Health.       The     City     Registrar's      duties     are 
expressly  defined  by  ihe  statutes  ;  the  powers  and 
duties  of  the  Board  of  Health  are  as  clearly  de- 
fined bv  the  statutes  and  ordinances.    It  toe  City 
Registrar  collects  his  statistics,  and  returns  them 
to  the  Secretary  of   the  Commonwealth,  he  dis- 
cbaiges  his  duties;  and  if    the   Board  of  Health 
receive  certificates  of  the  cause  of  death  before 
grafting  a  permit  for  burial,  they  discharge  tneir 
duties,  and  there  need  he  no  clashing  between 
the  departments.    "Upon  the  second  question,  Mr. 
President,  the  committee  differ,  and,  as  tbe  Coun- 
cil have  seen,  they  have  presented  a  majority  and 
minority  report.    Tlie  majority  >eem  to  thick  that 
if  the  City  Registrar  no  longer  has  the  granting  of 
license  for  burials  and  the  care  of  cem>  teries— 
notning  but  tne  collection  of  certain  statistics  to 
send  to  the  Secret;  ry  of  the  Commonwealth  ;  and 
if  the  Board  of  Health  requi/e  that  the  «atne  sta- 
tistics shall  be  reported  to  them  before  they  will 
grant  licenses  for  burials,  there  are  two  officers  in 
the  city  of  Boston  who  are  collecting  tne  same 
statistics,  and  out  of  this,  I  think,  giew  a  pare  of 
the     trouble    which    has    ariseu     between    the 
two      boards.       The     undertakers      and      phy- 
sicians    are     required    to     furnish    crrtificates 
to     the    Board     of     Health,     and     they    com- 
plain of  having  to  furnish  duplicates  to  the  City 
Registrar;  and  it  was  the  desire  of  the  majority 
of  the  committee  to  see  if  it  were  not  possible  to 
do  awav  with  the  duplicate  certificates  at.d   put  it 
all  under  one  head.    Now,  by  a  careful  considera- 
tion of  the  statutes  it  will  be  seen  that  the  statis- 
tics collected  by  the  Citv  Registrar  are  the  same 
as  those  collected  by  the  Bo.rd  of  Health.    If  the 
City  Registrar's    office  were    placed  under   the 
Board  of  Health  it  is  perfectly  evident  that  so  far 
as  burial  returns  are    concerned   there  need  be 
but   one    set   of   certificates,   and   the  informa- 
tion   required    by  the    Board  of    Health  could 
be  sent  bv  them  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Common- 
wealth as  well  as  by  the  City  Registrar.    The  com- 
mitree  were  unanimously  of  tne  opinion— and  I 
think  any  gentleman  in  the  Council  will  share 
that  opinion— that  in   matters  relating  to  the  col- 
lection of  statistics  of  the  health  of  the  city,  the 
renorts  of   death  shouldbe  made  to  the  Board  of 
Health,  although  the  Council  should  think  it  were 
well  to  keep  up  the  City  Registrar's  office  aDd 
have  ths  same  reports  made  to  him.    So  the  ma- 
jority of  the  committee  thoughc  this  difficulty 
might  be  obviated  if  the  duties  of  the  Citv  Regis- 
trar, under  the  statutes,  could   be  in  some  way 
changed      so     that      the     Board     of      Health 
or    some     person     acting     unoer     them    could 
collect  the  statistics  and  report  them  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Commonwealth.    I  canr.ot  see  why 
we  cannot  make  some  good  change  in  this  direc- 
tion.   Even  if  the  Legislature  will  not  go  to  the 
length  that  the  majority  of   tbe    committee  a=k, 
qnd  place  on  the  Board  of  Health  all  the  duties 
now  upon  the   C;tv    Registrar,   they  might  so  far 
modify  tbe  statute  that   the   City  Clerk  shall  col- 
lect the  statistics  in  relation  to  bnths  and   mar- 
riag?s,  and    the  Board    of   Health    collect  those 
in  relation  to  dtaths,  and   send   them  to  the  Sec- 
retary   of    the     Commonwealth     and     not    re- 
quiie      two      officers      to      collect      tbe      same 
statistics.    The  majority  of  th»  committee  allude 
to  tbe  question  of  expense,  which,  though   not  a 
large  sum,  ought  to  be  taken  into  consideration. 
If  additional  expense  is  incurred  for   duplicate 
certificates,  it  does   seem    wice   to    make    some 
change  so  that  the  statistics  are  not  to  be  collect- 
ed   by  two  separate  office?.      I  am  prepared  to 
support  the  order  reported  by  the  minority  of  the 
committee  providing  tor  a  joint  standing  commit- 
tee on  the  City  Registrar's  Department.      I  cer- 
tainlv    booe   that   the   order    reported    by    the 
minority    will     be    passed,     because     informa- 
tion     which      I      have      obtained      since      this 
matter  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Orqi- 
nances  has  led  me  to  feel  that  we  need  a  commit- 
tee on  that  department.    Theie  is  no  committee 
having  that  department  in  charge,  and  I  think  if 
thers  fiad  been,  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  and 
this  Council  would  not  have  been  troubled  by  a 
misunderstanding  which  grew  up  between  the  two 
offices.    I    hope,   therefore,   even  it    the  Council 
should  adopt  the  01  det  appended  to  the  majority 
report,  that  they  will  also  pass  the  one  reported 
by   the   minority,   because   we  shall  then  have  a, 
joint  standing  committee  on  the  City  Registrar  s 
department  for  the  rest  of  the  year,  and  until  any 
change  couid  be  made  by  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4—1  am  very  glad  to 
hear  the  gentleman  sav  that  he  is  in  favor  of  the 
order  proposed,  by  the  minority,  and  for  two  rea- 


sons: In  the  first  place,  because  it  fully  justifies 
the  remark?  wbicb  I  made  about  a  month  ago  on 
this  very  subjtct,  at  the  beginning  of  this  investi- 
gation. I  said  at  the  time  that  we  reeded  such  a 
committee,  ana  I  apprehend  that  we  shall  have 
very  little  opposition  co  it  in  this  Council.  1  am 
also  relieved  for  another  reason.  We  have  a  re- 
port signed  by  four  members  of  the  Ciiy  Council, 
and  the  member  who  has  just  spoken  is  nor  re- 
sponsible for  the  peculiar  unfortunate  features  of 
the  report.  Tre  gentleman  has  spoken  very 
carefully  of  affairs  as  they  stand  legally;  but  the 
whole  question  as  it  now  stands,  is  this:  You  have 
a  department  which  has  continued  fo,  twenty 
years,  v  here  the  *ork  has  been  well  cone— at  all 
even  is  it  has  been  orouounced  satisfactory  by  ex- 
perts. Now,  without  any  request  or  sign  of  dis- 
satisfaction on  the  part  of  the  public,  and  owing 
to  a  private  quarrel  between  this  and  anotner  de- 
partment, you  are  asked  to  summarily  abolish  the 
office  of  City  R-gistra1-.  I  douot  if  th°  Council 
will  be  inclined  to  do  that.  The  matter  has  been 
voted  upon  by  the  other  branch,  and  I  pre- 
sume there  is  no  chance  of  the  majoiity 
oi  der  being  passed  there.  To  pass  it  in  its  present 
form  is  time  wasted.  Besides  that  the  argument 
brought  by  the  majoiity  is  one  of  the  most,  mdi- 
crious  I  have  teen  in  a  printed  d.ocument.  On 
page  four,  the  majority  report,  having  stated  that 
it  is  desirable  that  deaths  ana  burials  shouldbe 
placed  in  charge  of  the  Board  of  Health,  it  goes 
on  in  the  following  manner: 

"If  the  registration  of  deaths  should  be 
taken  from  ihe  Citv  Regi=trar  there  would  be 
lett  to  him  only  the  regisiration  of  births  and  mar- 
riages." 

Now,  that  is  certainly  a  summary  manner  in 
which  to  take  away  all  the  duties  of  the  Registrar 
and  sav  they  amount  to  nothing.  It  reminds  me 
of  the  old  woman  calling  up  her  servant  girl  at 
one  o'clock  Monday  morning,  and  sayir.g,  '-Yester- 
day was  Sunday,  and  tomorrow  is  Monday,  the 
next  day  is  Tuesday,  half  toe  week  is  done  and  no 
worn,  is  done."  So  if  you  take  away  deaths,  births, 
and  marriages,  bis  whole  work  is  gone;  but  they 
have  not  shown  tbe  necessity  for  a  single 
change  except  the  duplicate  recoid  of  burials. 
It  is  a  most  peculiar  and  strange  argu- 
ment to  bring  forward  for  abolishing  a  de- 
partment which  has  done  very  well  in  past  years. 
I  have  looked  at  the  reports  to  see  what  the  ex- 
pense of  canying  on  the  departments  of  the  City 
Registrar  ana  Board  of  Health  are,  and  I  find  that 
the  cost  for  the  Registrar  and  clerks  is  $8000,  and 
for  the  Board  of  Health  and  clerks  is  $17,000.  I 
don't  see  that  one  department  is  to  be  accused  of 
extravagance  more  than  the  otner.  All  these 
statistics  must  be  collected  by  somebody.  I  know 
from  an  experience  of  fifteen  years  that  the  work 
of  the  City  Registrar  is  well  done;  that  he  eavns 
his  salary.  If  you  do  away  with  the  office  you 
have  got  to  put  m  as  competent  a  man 
at  the  same  salary.  Tbe  question  then 
coooes  as  a  political  one,  Is  it  better  to 
put  this  department  into  the  handsof  the  commis- 
sior.  Tnat  is  the  only  new  argument  that  tue 
majority  have  brought  forward.  Well,  gentle- 
men, the  Board  of  Health  has  its  own  tuuetious 
to  perform;  £nd  it  does  them  very  well.  But  we 
have  to  look  at  things  as  rh°v  are.  At  present 
the  office  of  the  Board  of  Health  is  one  in  which 
we  cannot  put  the  City  Registrar.  Let  me  ask,  Is 
it  right  and  proper  if  &  man  or  woman  going  to 
the  Registrar  to  take  out  a  marriage  certificate, 
or  to  verify  any  question  in  regard  to  tbe 
birth,  ceath  or  burial  of  an  ancestor, 
should  be  put  down  at  the  same  desk  at  whicn 
men  are  making  inquiries  for  drains,  cesspools 
and  privies?  There  is  just  as  gooa  reason  why  we 
should  n't  put  the.  Water  Board  aud  Police  Bi.ard 
in  the  same  office.  The  Board  of  Health  have 
great  duties,  undoubtedly;  but  if  you  give  them 
such  general  powers  of  investigation  into  the  bft 
longings  of  tha  human  race,  they  can  take  every 
part  of  the  City  Government.  It  is  one  of  their 
main  duties  to  attend  to  the  public  health.  Tue 
only  point  in  which  I  differ  from  the  conclusions 
of  the  committee,  other  than  what  I  nave  stated, 
is  that  Ibelieve  the  statutes  requiiv  revision.  The 
first  point  I  made  in  the  preliminary  debate. 
There  is  an  unnecessary  clashing  of  the  statutes, 
and  to  meet  this  I  have  prepared  an  amendment 
which  will  take  away  that  obstacle.  I  move  to 
amend  in  the  order  reported  by  the  majoiity  the 
following  words ; 

"In  regard  to  burials  or  the  record  of  deaths  in 
said  city,  and  providing  that  said  Board  of  Health 
shall  once  in  every  mouth  furnish  the  said  Regis- 
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trar  with  sworn  copies  of  the  statements  fur- 
nished to  it  in  regard  to  each  death  so  occurring 
in  the  preceding  mo  ;th,  in  accordance  with  the 
fourth  e^aus?  ot  tne  fir;t  section  of  chapt-r  21  of 
the  General  Statutes." 

I  «isb  io  suggest  that  at  present  i  he  City  Regis- 
trar has  to  collect  tuese  statistics.  By  law  he  must 
doit;  but  bv  ordinance  v\e  also  decide  that  the 
Boara  of  Health  must  havi-  certain  tacts.  It 
seems  to  me  rbat  there  nesd  be  but  one  certifi- 
cate, and  the  proposition  i»  that  the  certificate 
shall  be  returned  to  the  Board  of  Health,  and  at 
tar-  end  of  one  month  it  shall  be  certified  to  the 
City  Registrar.  That  system  will  point  out  tne 
difference  between  the  City  Registrar  and  the 
Board  of  Health.  The  City  Registrar  keeps  a  record 
for  all  time ;  his  present  record  goes  back  for  two 
centuiies.  [  hope  it  will  cos'inuefor  tv». -more.  The 
Board  of  Health  is  a  new  institu;ion,  and  the 
mam  facts  it  w?;nts  are  m  connection  with  che 
present  time.  It  would  be  very  little  advantage 
to  th'-m  to  know  whar  thi  lerrn.  race  was  sixty 
years  ago,  or  wiat  the  numoer  of  deaths  from 
scti all:  ox  was  in  1712  or  1710.  except  as  a  matter  ot 
curio-it^.  These  certificate?  should  g.>  to  the 
Board  of  Health  first;  biH  as  a  matter  of  record 
they  should  pa<s  into  a  sepaiate  department  and 
rema.n  there.  If  you  accept  this  amendment,  you 
do  away  with  every  complaint  of  the  Bos.rd. 
of  Health  and  of  eveiy  chance  of  clashing 
netwee  ■>  the  department--1,  and  satisfy  every- 
body Dut  those  who  chink  the  City  Reg- 
istrar diould  be  put  under  the  Board  of 
Health  or  a  commission  of  somekiud.  It  will  do 
away  with  the  existing  ill-feeling  between  the  two 
departments ;  the  City  Registrar  will  remain  as  he 
has  coJtiiHi.-d  for  two  hundred  years.  As  1  have 
said^hi'-e  is  not  the  faintest  chance  tha.  if  the 
Couu;-il  snoulj.  pass  the  majority  order  that  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  will  concur.  Ordinarily  I 
would  not  use  such  an  argument,  because  I  think 
we  shoul  j  decide  for  oui  selves  j  bat  it  has  been 
voted  upja  several  times  in  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  and  we  ought  to  knot?  that 
when  a  majority  of  them  have  decided 
to  stand  upon  one  side  of  \  question,  there 
is  very  littlt-  chance  of  a  cnange.  It  seems  to  me 
to  be  a  wa:vte  of  tima  to  try  for  a  cnange.  I  hops 
the  amendment  will  oe  adopted,  aacl  that  the  or- 
der as  amended,  as  well  as  that  of  tne  minority, 
will  pass. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16— Will  the  g^utlernan  al- 
io •  me  to  ask  if  I  am  conect  in  undTir/tandiug 
that  by  the  proposed  ameudment  the  Board  of 
HeaUh  are  to  make  a  record  of  two-thirds  of  the 
work  now  aone  by  the  City  Registrar  and  furni-a 
it  to  him  once  a  month  ? 

Mr.  Whitmore— It"  I  understand  tbe  question  of 
ihe  gei-tleman,  the  ans ■■<  er  is  that  the  work  to  be 
done  by  rhe  Boa  d.  of  Health  i-*  iaot  one-third,  and 
perhaps  not  more  thau  one-quarter  of  the  present 
work  of  the  City  Registrar.  I  withdraw  that  re- 
ma  k, however;  it  m-.-.y  possibly  be  one-half.  What 
I  piopose  is  that  they  shall  one*-  a  mouth  send 
a  duplicate  copy  of  the  ceitificate  of  deaths  to 
the  City  Re  gist  i  ar  for  pieservation.  It  is  ooly 
the  woik  of  one  clerk  at  most,  and  nrobablv 
much  less.  At  present  the  Cicy  Registrar  has  to 
to  record  th •■  births,  deaths  and  marriages  in  tbe 
city,  and  there  is  a  large  amount  of  clerical  work 
on  tbe  papers  which  he  is  obliged  to  furnish  to 
the  secretary  of  state;  indeed  it  is  fully  equal  to 
that  on  the  rec  mi  of  burals. 

Mr.  Perkins— 1  understood  the  gentleman  cor- 
rectly.  He  proposes  to  uke  from  the  City  Regis- 
trar o.e-halt  of  th-  duties  he  now  performs,  aud 
put  them  on  the  Board  of  Health.    Is  not  th- 1  so? 

Mr.  Whitmore— Hardly  that. 

Mr.  Perkins— The  deaths  and  the  burials,  that 
is  about  half  the  woru.  ;hat  is  now  o one  by  the 
City  Registrar. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  state  that  is  hardlv  the 
position  of  affaiis,  because  the  cepartrnear  w«uld 
save  a  certain  proporiion— one-half— I  speak  sim- 
ply from  a  v-ry  general  recollection,  a_d  not  by 
authority;  whatever  proportion  is  sa^ej  m  the 
clerical  force  of  course  woul.1  ba  saved,  ir.ut  it  is 
not  one-half  of  the  expense  of  the  department, 
becau-eit  is  simply  what  has  been  acooided  for 
clerical  force  m  keeping  tais  part  of  the  records. 
Ar  present  che  foice  consists  of  four  or  live 
clerks,  as  T  understand  it,  a  p.oportion  of  whom 
are  employed  on  this  veiy  ivork.  If  their 
service  was  dispensed  with,  the  expense  of 
tUe  department  would  be  reduced  exactly  as 
much.  The  expense  of  the  depaitmer  t,  an  it  will 
then  remain,  will  consist,  as  it  must  in  every  case, 
of  a  suitable  man   to  have  charge  of  the  records, 


whatever  bis  salary  is,  and  I  haee  heard  no  com- 
plaint against  the  salary  of  the  presant  Registrar; 
you  must  have  one  suitable  maa  co  have  charge 
of  the  records,  and  then  you  must  have  enough 
clerical  force  to  tase  charge  of  the  recording  of 
the  bird  s  and  marriages,  aad  also  another  to  take 
the  r  cords  which  ave  sent  in  from  other  iowns  in 
regaro  to  similar  matters,  and  such  other  things 
as  the  s-cretary  of  state  may  direct  him  to  fur- 
nish. I  know  iliere  13  a  great  oeal  of  clerical 
work  in  the  office,  bur.  it  hns  been  well  sys'em- 
atized,  and  the  reduction  of  expenses  would  be 
exactly  in  proportion  to  the  reduction  of  work. 
Mi.  jaques  of  Ward  9  submitted  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances  on  ihe  subject  o;  the  City  Registrar's 
department  [City  Doc.  No.  70]  be  recommitted, 
with  instruction:,  to  furth-r  consider  the  subject 
and  report  to  the  City  Council  for  its  considera- 
tion a  ujaft  ot  snen  statistics  as  they  may  deem 
de  irable  foi  the  government  of  the  department 
/        of  the  Board  of  HeaUhacd  City  Registrar. 

In  tupport  of  ihe  ordo.,  he  said— Mr.  President, 
I '?ould  o.ily  say  a  fev  words  in  explanation  of 
tha„  aaiendui-iit,  and  I  would  say  first,  that  1  dif- 
fer entirely  fiom  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
who  has  just  sat  aoyvn,  and  it  seems  to  me  that 
som  of  the  statements  lie  make;— nis  views  in 
regard  to  this  oepaitment — are  such  that  he  must 
have  iguorea  the  evidence  that  appeared  be- 
fore the  Committee  on  Ordinances  at  their 
hearing,  and  at  which  Le  was  present, 
with  regard  to  tne  adminis  ration  of  these  depart- 
ments. But  there  is  one  point  that  ue  allude;  to 
mvihich  I  agree  sifb  id  in,  and  that  is  that  the 
statutes  ana  ordinances  now  in  exi  fence  in  rela- 
tion to  this  department  are  defective.  Thev  are 
in  the  attire  of  a  piece  of  patchwork,  without 
any  particular  a -sign.  The  Registiar's  office,  as 
he  has  said,  has  been  in  existe.ee  fir  a  long- 
while;  the  Board  of  Health  i3  a  new  department; 
the  statutes  and  ordinances  .%ere  made  apparent- 
ly hastily,  without  the  experience  tbat  was  neces- 
sary to  determine  how  far  these  two  offices  would 
coincide  and  how  far  their  duties  were  analogous, 
and  ic  is  now  found  mat  the  statutes  and  ordi- 
nances ate  defective,  pait  oi  the  en  being  super- 
fluous, part  of  them  being  defective,— liable  to 
doable  construction,— and  there  are  other  things, 
that  need  to  be  added  to  them  to  make  thetn 
perfect.  Now  my  object  in  offeriug  tbe  amend- 
ment is  this:  ibatit  would  be  better,  if  we  aie 
toasu  the  Legislature  for  any  legislation  upon  this 
subject,  that  there  sl.oj Id  be  something  matured 
wnich  should  ^e  more  perfect  than  anything  low 
in  existence;  that,  in  other  words,  there  should  be 
aievisionof  the  statutes  and  oidinancss  wnich 
now  govern  these  departments.  I  see  no  reason 
foi  taking  up  one  point  m  wbich  a  conflict 
has  been  mace,  when  we  know  that  there  are 
other  points, quite  as  important  remaps,  as  the 
one  alluded  to  ,that  nesd  attention.  It  is  not  nec- 
essary, and  it  is  not  my  purpose,  to  enter  into  the 
details  ot  this  matter.  It  has  been  very  fully 
discussed  both  in  the  committee  and  in  this 
chambe  ,  anc  it  has  been  decided  on  all  sides  that 
the  statutes  and  ordinances  are  defective  in  maey 
case*  and  conflicting.  That  being  the  case  it 
would  seem  to  be  the  best  way  of  settling  the 
matter  that  m  the  legislation  which  we  ask 
for  we  should  have,  a  draft  prepared 
which  should  reconcile  these  conflicting 
statutes.  I  nope  the  amendment  I  have  offered 
will  prevail  tor  two  reasons.  One  is  that  I  think 
it  is  the  light  way  to  approach  the  thing,  and 
another  is  that  I  think  it  is  desirable  to  shur  out, 
as  it  *ere,  this  discussion,  wnich  is  taking  the 
form,  and  is  likely  still  further  to  take  the  form, 
of  a  personal  quarrel  between  members  of  two 
departments.  It  strikes  me  tbat  this  Council  has 
nothing  to  do  with  such  a  quarrel.  It  may  be 
that  the  present  incumbent  of  the  Registrar's  de- 
partment does  not  fulfil  bis  cuties  properly,  but 
thai  would  not  of  itseif  be  a  rea-son  tor  changing 
the  construction  of  these  departments.  The  an 
swer  to  it  would  be,"Wny,  we  must  fill  it  by  a 
person  who  can  perform  the  duties  well."  The 
same  argument  might  be  applied  io  tl.e  Board  of 
Health.  The  Boaid  of  Health  might  b~  a  very 
useful  department  but  the  present  incumbents 
of  that  ooard  may  not  be  tbe  strongest  and 
best  men.  The  argument  is  as  good  lor 
one  side  as  tor  tbe  other.  But,  a1.!  I  said 
betore,  it  is  fully  concede'!  that  th-se  statutes 
are  not  what  they  should  be.  add  therefore,  I  think 
the  amendment  1  have  offered  would  tand  towards 
establishing  a  better  order  of  statutes  and  ordi- 
nance:; for  the  government  of  these  department-. 
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Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6-1  hope  this  matter  nil] 
not  be  recouamnted  to  tlie  ccHmritte^  betoie  the 
Council  vote  in  such  a  maimer  as  to  show  what 
its  desires,  wishts  and  feelu  gs  o  .  the  subject  are. 
I  iou't  think  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  wants 
to  be  set  on  che  long  job  of  drafting  a  code  of 
statures  until  it  is  shown  wnat  Hie  Council  desiie 
t>  have  cairied  out.  I  would  liKe  tosayaword 
with  reference  to  what  the  g-ntleuiau  from  Ward 
4  has  said.  Ana  first,  he  ays  that  the  Aldermen 
have  vored  on  this  subject  and  voted  against  it, 
and  thi  re  is  no  use  for  us  navitg  an v  opinion 
about  it  now.  That  argument  don't  seem  to  have 
had  a  great  deal  of  weight  with  this  body 
oeretofoie.  We  have  plucked  up  courage 
enough  to  differ  from  the  Aldermen  on  a  great 
many  subjects  and  I  think  wemayhav-  our  opin- 
ion on  tbi~  subject.  But  I  dou't  unde  stand  that 
theAKurmen  have  really  given  aay  oomion  on 
this  subject  in  as  present  aspe't.  There  have 
been  some  questious  before  no  *■  ou  the  matter  of 
city  charter,  which  some  similar  questions  raised, 
but  this  matter  of  the  duplication  of  tl  e  work 
all  came  up  siL,ce  this  discussion  io  the  Aldermen, 
and  the  reasons  on  which  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee based  their  reports,  the  facts  on  which 
tbey  based  their  reports,  have  substantially  besn 
entirely  developed  since  the  Aldermen  rook  any 
vot  on  ibis  subject.  Then  again,  tue  gentleman 
thinks  it  will  be  very  disagreeable  for  a  person 
going  for  a  marriage  certificate  to  go  into  an  of- 
fice where  they  are  talking  about  sewers.  I  sup- 
pose it  is  a  little  bad  when  you  are  ^oing 
on  such  pleasant  business  'o  he^r  about 
sewers.  To  be  sure,  there  was  no  harm  in  hear- 
ing aoout  birtbs.  They  could  go  into  the  office 
and  hear  that  somebody  had  a  baby,  and  no  harm 
result,  of  couise.  Then  he  says  that  nobod\  calls 
for  the.  change  proposed.  A  greai  rr.any  things 
beside  this  have  gox.e  ou  for  twenty  years  with  no 
alteration.  We  dou't  need  to  wait  for  outside 
pressure  cefore  j»e  do  a  thing,  for  in  this  body, 
when  we  find  out  anythiug  is  wrong, and  the  city's 
money  wasting,  we  think  it  is  >ur  duty  as  public 
servants  to  go  ahead  and  have  it  remedied,  with- 
out waiting  for  pressure  from  outside  forcing  us 
to  do  it. 

Ther.  the  gentleinaa  went  on  <o  tell  us  that  this 
argument  in  the  report  of  the  majority  of  the 
com mittee  « as  one  of  the  u.ost  ludicrous  aigu- 
ments  he  ever  came  across  anywhere,  and  I 
was  looking  to  see  it  held  up  by  nis  nus- 
terly  hand,  expecting  to  be  very  much 
amused.  But  1  don't  think  I  heTd  a  single 
laugh.  My  impression  is  that  nobody  saw 
it  but  himself,  and  I  doubt  if  he  saw  it.  The 
question  is  a  very  simple  one.  As  things  are  done 
now,  the  city's  work  is  done  twice  over  at  an  un- 
necessary expense.  The  copying  of  this  registra- 
tion of  neaths  has  been  t^ice  over.  Once  is 
enough.  The  gertleman  appaiendy  himsslf  ad- 
mits that  it  is  wholly  unnecessary,  and  we  had 
better  stop  the  dup'icatiou  of  it.  '  Then  we  say, 
and  I  don't  know  as  the  gentleman  denies  it,  that 
therepoits  of  the  regirtration  should  bQ  made 
fresh  to  tne  Board  of  Kea  th.  It  ha>  to  be  taken 
bv  the  Board  of  Health,  and  it  the  City  Registrar's 
taking  it  all  over  again  is  a  wholly  unnecessary 
expense,  ".hen  let  us  have  it  done  but  once  only, 
and  that  time  by  the  Board  of  Health.  And  theo 
t>-.s  question  comes,  What  is  the  City  Eegis- 
trar  to  do  that  it  seems  worth  while  to 
keep  up  the  (office?  Ic  seems  to  me  plain 
that  deaths  and  births  should  properly  be 
kept  'n  the  same  office.  The  matter  of 
still  biiths  is  a  matter  that  it  is  important  to  keep 
a  record  of.  and  it  should  be  looked  after  by  the 
same  parties  tnat  look  af  tei  the  general  sickness 
ard  health  of  the  community,  ind  if  the  births 
are  to  be  transferred,  as  we  claim  rbat  thev  should 
be,  the  same  office  should  keep  the  records  of  the 
death",  an  t  theu  there  is  nothing  left  for  the  City 
Registrar  to  do  but  to  keep  a  record  of  che  mar- 
riages, aud  if  we  want  to  keep  thiit  record  in  a 
place  where  people  who  come  to  get  their  certifi- 
cates sh?n't  hear  anything  uupleasant  it  may  be 
worth  while  to  keep  up  this  office  for  the  sake  of 
doing  that  business.  But  it  seemed  to  the  major- 
ity of  the  committee  that,  ttiat  did  involve  an  un- 
necessary expense,  and  they  thought  that  the  och- 
er  matter  might  be  transferred  to  the  Board  ot 
Health,  or  to  an  officer  arjpoi  nted  by  them  or  act- 
ing uuder  their  direction. 

The  President  ruled  that  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Jajues  wus  o  ithe  nature  of  amotion  to  recom- 
mit with  instructions  and  would  take  precedence 
over  an  amendment. 

Mr.  Kimbali  of  Ward  6—1    would   like  a  single 


moment  to  say  that  the  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
I  think,have  given  all  the  consideration  to  this  sub- 
isct  ti<at  it  is  possible  to  give.  1'hey  have  consid- 
ered the  subject,  first  ou  oefiuing  the  duties  of  the 
City  K-gistrar  and  the  Board  ot  Health,  and  unan- 
imously agreed  that  nothing  is  nece  sary  theiein; 
they  have  consicered  the  subject  of  placing  the 
City  Regiotrar  under  the  control  of  the  Board  of 
Health,  and  tbey  have  deciled  adversely  to  thi.t, 
aud  they  recommend  that  the  unties  which  the 
statute,  which  thsJLegislature  of  Massachusetis, 
have  put  upon  an  officer  ot  ths  city  of  Boston  snail 
be  placed  under  the  charg,  of  some  other  officer 
ot  the  city  of  Boston.  Not  that  the  City 
Registrar  shall  be  place  1  under  the  control  of 
ihe  Board  of  Health,  but  tnat  the  duties  wuicb 
the  statutes  of  the  Commonwealth  put  upon  a 
city  official  shall  be  put  under  another  set  'of  a  en. 
I  hope,  therefore,  Mr.  President,  that  i  he  matter 
will  not  be  sent  back  to  the  Committee  on  Orci- 
n^nces  with  instruction  to  further  consider  it; 
and  as  to  reporting  a  lengthy  statute  upou  this 
subject  for  pre  entation  to  the  Legislature  some 
six  months  hence,  I  can  haroly  conceive  that  that 
is  advisable.  But  if  the  City  Council,  as  I  hooe 
they  w ill,  shall  request  the  Mayor  to  petition  for 
the  passage  of  an  act  to  tr  -nsfer  to  the  Board  of 
Health  or  some  other  officer  the  powers  and  du- 
ties now  exeicised  by  the  City  Registrar,  ISthink 
when  the  Legislature  is  in  ses  Aon,  that  it  will  be 
time  i  hen  to  refer  this  matter  to  the  committee  to 
propose  a  statute  in  conformity  with  the  order 
now  passed.  We  aie  peifectly  willing  co  do 
the  w'i*k  ot  the  Council  deem  it  necessary  that 
we  suould  prepare,  a  statute  for  reference  to  the 
next  General  Couit.  But  it  seems  propei  that  we 
should  not  do  it  now, particularly  as  suggested  by 
my  colleague,  as  it  would  be  m  advance  of  the 
known  opinion-*  of  tms  Council  whether  they 
wanted  the  duties  transferred,  or  w nether  ihe 
Legislature  will  ptimit  us  to  transfer  them  to  a> 
othei  officer.  That  is  the  hub  of  the  matter.  If 
*he  Legislature  will  not  allow  us  to  transfer  them 
to  another  officer,  that  encs  it.  If  they  say  we 
can  transfer  them  to  another  officer,  then  it  seems 
to  me  time  to  prepare  the  ordinance. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9— It  seems  to  me  that  the 
gentleman  fiom  Ward  6  ooes  not  apprehend  the 
spirit  of  the  amendment  no  a  before  us. 
He  expresses  the  nope  that  this  will  not 
be  recommitted  to  the  committee  because 
they  have  fully  consiJered  tho  matter.  It 
does  not  seem  to  me  so  at  all.  The 
order  which  the  committee  was  called  upon  to 
consider  was  a  special  one,  touching  a  special 
point  as  to  the  relation  existing  between  the  City 
Registrar  and  the  Boaid  of  Health,  askiog  them 
to  decide  wnether  the  ordioacces  defining  their 
special  duties  lequired  any  alteration.  Now,  it 
has  been  stated  by  members  of  that  committee,  as 
it  seems  to  me,  in  the  Council  and  elsewhere,  and 
it  i«  apparent  on  the  face  of  it,  that  the  statutes 
anc  ordii  ances  are  defective  in  other  respects 
than  this  one  to  which  they  have  just  ailuoed. 
This  subject  has  not  been  decided.  Ihere  is  a 
difference  of  opinion;  and  then  oie  other  point, 
perhaps  equally  important,  that  should  be  re- 
vised. Now  my  position  is  simply  this:  That,  m- 
s.eacl  of  attempting  to  toue.h  a  single  point  concern- 
ing which  we  need  some  information,  possibly,  that 
we  should  have  the  committee  consider,  il  the 
interim  between  nov  and  the  assembling  of 
the  Legislature,  what  is  needed  to  give 
greater  perfectness  to  the  exist'ng  statutes  aud 
ordinances.  As  I  rsma^ked  befoie,  che  present 
ordinances  were  made  as  it  were  io  the  dark.  It 
was  a  new  departure.  No  experience  had  beeo 
bad  in  this  city,  and  experience  since  has 
proved  that  these  ordinances  and  statutes  are 
quiie  drfective.  Now,  the  gentleman  savs 
it  will  be  premature  to  ask  lor  legisla- 
tion at  this  eaily  period,  when  the  report 
which  he  signs  contemplates  the  same  tuing, 
empowering  the  Mayor  to  aok  tor  the  action  of 
the  Legislature.  The  only  difference  between  us 
is  that  I  think  it  would  be  wiser  to  consider  the 
whole  ground,  ana  not  take  up  tnis  one  point 
which  was  brought  to  our  notice  through  a  per- 
sonal disagreement  between  the  member^  of  dif- 
ferent departments,  a  thing  whicn  tne  City  Coun- 
ci1  had  better  ignore  entirely,  s,nd  look  at  the  sub- 
ject with  the  true  interest  of  the  city  in  view, 
so  that  the  different  departments  may  be 
placed  as  tney  should  be.  Now,  in  regaid 
to  preparing  the  craft  of  the  statute,  it 
see  as  to  me  it  amounts  only  to  this:  In 
all  our  relations  with  the  Legist  cure,  «e  assume 
that  that  body  will  pass  such  statutes  as  are  reason- 
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able;  and  it  seems  better  to  put  that  in  form  to  be 
considered  by  the  committer  than  to  go  to  the 
Legislature  without  any  previous  agreement  of 
the  Council.  Suppose  tbe  plan  I  have  suggested 
is  agree  i  upon,  the  committee  will  prepare  a  diaft 
of  a  stature,  which  will  undoubtedly  be  much  bet- 
ter suited  to  the  purpose  than  the  existing  one. 
They  will  report  to  the  Council,  where  the  statute 
will  be  suoject  to  criticism  befor  e  it  is  sent  to  the 
Legislature. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7 — I  don't  see  ary  ne- 
cessity for  the  passage  of  tae  order  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  9,  or  of  referring  it  to  the  com- 
mittee, as  the  report  of  tbe  majority  covers  all 
that  will  be  absolutely  required  even  if  it  were 
again  reported  upon  m  accordance  with  rbe  ref- 
ereuce  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9. 
Chaoter  21  of  the  General  Statutes  prescribes  that 
clerks  of  cities  and  towns  shall  make  reports  of 
deaths,  births  and  ma.  riages,  and  that  ail  cities 
an  I  towns  having  a  population  over  10,000  may  ap- 
point a  Registrar  to  peiform  those  duties  in  lieu 
of  the  City  Clerk.  Those  dutits  are  defined 
in  the  statutes,  and  .  here  are  penalties 
for  not  nerf orming  tbem.  This  business  prescribed 
in  chapter  21  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  Common- 
wealth, which  sends  out  blanks  to  the  clerks  of 
cities  and  towns  and  the  registrars,  which  are  to 
be  filled  and  transmitted  to  tbe  Secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth.  From  the-e  he  makes  up  a  kind 
of  brief  summary  of  the  health,  weaith  and  pros- 
perity of  the  State.  It  is  tor  that  purpose  that 
chapter  21  was  passed.  Now,  the  Board  of  Health 
was  established  in  1873,  under  authc  lty  of  the 
General  Statues.  It  appears  that  they 
have  prescribed  the  same  rules  _u  regard 
to  tbe  burial  ot  the  dead  that  the  statutes 
prescribe  for  in  regard  to  the  registration  of 
the  deaths;  and  upon  thai  there  is  a  coiflict  be- 
tween the  Board  ot  Health  and  the  City  Registrar. 
Then  the  majority  report— simply  and  solely 
because  this  work  has  to  be  performed  twice — 
once  for  tbe  benefit  of  the  Comnioawealth,  and 
once  for  the  city  of  Boston— says  it  will  be 
better  to  take  away  all  tbe  powers  and 
duties  cf  the  City  Registrar  and  transfer 
them  to  the  Board  of  Health.  It  may  be  well 
to  state  that  the  statute  provices  that  in 
case  tU9  return  is  not  made  the  Clerk  or  Registrar 
shall  institute  legal  proceeaings.  It  gives  him 
that  power  which  tbe  Board  ot  Health  have  not 
got.  Now  it  proposes  to  transfer  the  power  of  the 
Registrar  to  ihe  Board  of  Health,  and  tne  argu- 
ment is  exactly  as  stated  by  tbe  gentleman  from 
Ward  4.  There  is  no  more  expense  in  tbe  City 
Registrar's  Department  today  than  there  will  be 
when  it  is  transferred  to  the  Board  of  Health. 
There  is  no  necessity  for  Speritioning  the  Legisla- 
ture for  authority  to  make  the  change,  for  under 
the  provision  of  the  present  statute  the  appoint- 
ment of  City  Registrar  may  be  taken 
from  the  City  Council  and  transferred 
to  tiie  Board  of  Health.  This  case  is  a  mere  con- 
flict of  authority,  and  the  difference  is  very  small. 
The  minority  of  the  committee  have  thought  that 
the  advantages  to  be  gained  from  keeping  thesa 
departments  separate  more  than  counterbalance 
the  little  pecuniary  disadvantages  or  loss  to  which 
the  city  might  be  put  in  twice  transcribiug  the 
record  of  deaths,  aod  that  it  was  setter  to  leave 
things  as  they  were,  with  the  addition  of  a  joint 
siand'ng  committee  on  the  City  Registrar's  de- 
partment. I  think  that  if  the  Council  will  pa^s 
the  minority  ordei  it  will  cover  everything  that 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  aesires.  i  therefora 
move  that  the  report  of  the  minority  be  substitut- 
ed for  that  of  the  majority. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9 — I  am  rather  sorry  to  be 
obliged  to  sav  anything  in  reply  to  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12,  whom  I  respect  very  much ;  but  it 
see  ns  to  me  if  his  argument  would  be  different 
if  he  had  been  present  ai  the  hearing  before  the 
committee  of  which  he  was  a  membsr.  It  was  a 
long  rearing  of  four  hours,  and  a  great  deal  of 
evidence  was  adduced  which  will  go  further  than 
anything  I  can  say  here  to  refute  his  aLgument. 
I  was  present  at  that  meeting  aud  heard  the  evi- 
dence; but  as  remarked  before,  it  does  n't  seem 
wise  or  necessary  to  go  into  those  details  at  the 
present  time,  as  it  v/ould  do  more  harm  than 
good  perhaps.  But  I  think  that,  what  he  ha?- 
said  will  show  to  the  Council  that  it  is  an 
open  question  whether  the  majority  or  minority 
report  is  the  one  they  would  better  adopt.  I  also 
stated,  and  I  will  reiterate  it,  simply  because 
members  aie  present;  w:o  were  not  here  at  that 
time,  that  there  are  other  points  of  more  im- 
portance than  this  one  in  relation  to  the  City  R-g- 


istrar  that  need  to  be  attended  to.  I  claim  that 
this  subject  is  of  sufficient  importance  to  be  con- 
sidered as  a  whole,  that  we  may  see  whether  the 
the  statutes  are  what  they  should  be,  and  that  the 
conmittee  should  report  what  alterations  they 
deem  expedient. 

Mr.  Harrigan  of  Ward  1— This  subject  ap- 
pears to  be  a  little  mixed,  and  I  move  the  pre- 
vious question. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12—1  hope  the  gentleman 
will  with,  i  raw  that  motion. 

Mr.  Harngan— It  has  been  oebated  considerably, 
and  by  moving  the  previous  question  I  hoped  to 
get  it  straightened  out. 

Mr.  Wilson — I  hope  the  previous  question  wil 
not  be  ordered  at  this  stage  of  proceedings.  This 
subject  has  not  been  fully  debated.  I  came  here 
to  get  some  light.  It  is  a  very  important  matter 
for  us  to  attempt  to  abolish  a  department  of  this 
kind  and  transfer  its  duties  to  another  board  sim- 
ply because  they  ask  for  it.  I  have  been  surprised 
at  some  of  the  statements  made  here,  and  I  have 
listened  with  great  interest.  I  had  some  ideas  to 
present,  but  I  don't  feel  like  offericg  them  in 
their  present  crudity.  Neither  do  I  like  a  snap 
judgment  upon  them.  Therefore  I  hope  the  pre- 
vious question  will  not  be  pressed. 

Mr.  Harngan  withdrew  toe  motion. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6— If  the  Council  will  ex- 
cuse me,  I  will  say  one  word  which  seem1  to  be 
callao  for.  The  question  is,  Will  you  accept  the 
majority  or  minority  view  of  this  matter?  It 
seems  to  be  generally  admitted  that  about  half 
the  duties  of  the  City  Registrar's  office  are  merelv 
tho-e  which  have  got  to  be  done  bv  somebody 
else,  and  that  the  expense  is  over  $8000  a  year. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4— If  the  gentleman 
will  allow  "e,  I  have  heard  no  such  statement. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  don't  knovv  that  I 
made  such  a  statement;  but  I  understand  it  to  be 
admitted  here  that  about  half  the  duties  of  the 
City  Registrar's  office  are  what  can  be  done  in  an- 
other office.  That  being  the  fact,  we  may  consid- 
er half  the  expense  of  running  the  office  unneces- 
sary. The  only  question  is,  What  shall  we  do 
about  it?  The  majority  of  the  committee  pro- 
pose a  remedy,  which  means  the  saving  oi  a  use- 
less expense  of  $4000.  The  minority  say,  Let  it  run 
on  as  it  is.  That  seems  to  be  the  question.  Will 
you  let  it  run  on  a*  it  is  and  be  done  at  the  same 
time  by  two  different  officers  out  of  the  money  of 
the  taxpayers?  or  will  yoa  attempt  to  remedy 
that  evil?  The  majority  propose  a  remedy  for 
the  evil  and  no  other  means  has  been  suggested. 

Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11  —The  members  of  tne 
Committee  on  Ordinances  seem  to  find  it  very 
difficult  to  suppos?  that  there  are  any  other  du- 
ties pertaining  to  the  Commissioners  on  Health 
than  those  relating  to  office  routine.  I  suppose 
the  gentleman  from  Ward 9  has  sufficiently  stated 
that  there  are  other  things  for  the  Commission- 
ers on  Health  to  lootioio  and  rectify,  and  that 
the  ordinances  and  statutes,  as  they'now  stand, 
are  a  mass  of  patchwork  and  totally  unfitted  for  a 
city  like  Bo-ton.  Tbe  trouble  is  not  alone  with  the 
Registrar;  but  there  are  other  matters  which 
ought  to  be  considered.  It  is  for  this  reason  that 
I  concur  heartily  in  the  motion  for  recommittal, 
and  hope  to  see  an  entirely  new  ordinance  and 
statute  drawn  up  tor  both  departments,  and  af- 
ter it  is  presented  we  can  consider  whether  it  is 
ueces=ary  to  retain  the  Registrar  or  not. 
Mr.  Morrisorj  of  Ward  9—1  will  state  one  simple 
V  reason  why  I  feel  constrained  to  vote  in  opposi- 
tion to  my  colleague.  It  seems  to  me,  if  we  adopt 
the  mino  ity  order,  we  shall  have  the  City  Regris- 
tiar  under  the  direction  of  a  committee  forlhe 
balance  of  the  year,  and  be  able  to  get  more  infor- 
mation than  if  we  pass  the  order  of  the  majority. 
Mr.  Whitmore— I  wish  to  state  that  there  will 
not  be  a  thousand  dollars  saved  to  the  city  at  the 
outside  by  making  the  proposed  change.  The 
ooly  difference  in  the  exoense  is  that  of  one  cHerk 
to  make  a  copy  of  the  returns  tor  the  use  of  the 
Board  of  Health.  It  is  to  be  borue  in  mind  that 
tnis  is  a  thing  which  they  can  stoD  tomorrow  if 
they  want  it.  If  the  majority  report  is  adopted, 
we  would  not  save  anything,  and  I  hav>  noc  the 
slightest  idea  that  a  change  would  be  any  saving 
at  all  at  the  eno  of  two  years.  The  running  of 
one  office  in  another  office  would  not  be  a  saving, 
and  I  believe  the  change  is  not  one  in  the  slight- 
est degree  in  tbe.  interest  of  economy. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12—1  would  like,  if  the 
Council  were  in  the  humor  to  hear  me,  to  have 
this  matter  go  over  one  week,  that  I  might  look 
at  some  matters  whuh  have  been  opened  up  and 
brought  to  my  attention.    But  I  am  very  reluctant 
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to  ask  for  such  a  thing  as  that  to  gratify  me  per- 
sonally, because  I  am  vviPing  to  take  my  snare 
with  other  meinoers  in  the  impromptu  discussions. 
But  it  seems  to  me  to  be  rather  a  graver  question 
than  is  admitted  by  some  of  the  geoilemen 
who  have  approached  it.  It  seems  to  me 
that  it  is  taking  steps  to  abate  an  office 
provided  by  law,  and  to  begin  by  taking  some  ot  its 
functions  and  giving  them  to  another  office,  and 
navint"  taken  a  tvay  one-half  its  function--,  to  sav 
that  tbe  necessary  expense  of  $ert'ormii  g  the 
othe  :  half  i«  a  waste  of  inon-y  and  we  will  abate 
the  whole.  Now  suppose,  by  contrary  reasoning, 
thatttie  Board  of  Health  cost  $17,000,  a-.d  that 
one-baif  of  then  duties  are  performed  by  the  City 
Registrar,  the  cost  is  $8500— more  than  the  whole 
expense  of  the  Registrar's  Department.  As  I  have 
looked  at  this,  it  does  seem  tome  that  this  wcole 
contest  has  grown  out  of  the  gxasping  desire  of 
ore  board  of  the  City  Government  to  Magnify  its 
powers  and  increase  its  functions.  I  care 
not  whether  the  City  Registrar  has  been  in  office 
twenty-one  years  or  a  thousand;  I  care  not 
whether  the  Board  of  Health  have  been  in  power 
three  .tears  or  a  thousand.  Some  inaccuracies 
have  been  brought  up  against  the  CUy  Registrar, 
but  I  thi'.fe.  his  reports  will  bear  comparison  with 
those  of  the  Board  of  Health,  for  a  more  bombas- 
tic, ill-advised  document  I  have  never  seen  in 
City  Hall.  1  think  the  Board  of  Health  have  mis- 
taken their  functions  and  should  be  told  so.  They 
are  to  regard  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  city 'of 
Boston;  they  are  not  a  boaid  of  registration, 
and  it  is  not  their  business  to  gather  sta- 
tistics. I  am  ..sorry  to  hear  toe  gentleman 
say  we  have  got  to  have  a  duplicate  set  of  statis- 
tics. The  gathering  of  statistics  is  the  Registrar's 
business,  and  I  have  i  ever  seen  any  such  author- 
ity conferred  on  the  Board  of  Health.  The  under- 
takers return  the  certificates  to  the  Board  of 
Health  because  they  are  appointed  by  the  Mayor, 
and  the  Board  of  Health  being  the  creatures  of 
the  Mayor,  of  course  trie  undertakers  know  that 
if  they  refu=e  to  obey  the  orders  of  that  board 
their  heads  will  be  cut  off.  During  the  past  few 
months  a  most  ridiculous  farce  has  been  going  on. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  9  said  there  was  a 
Bearing.  Yes,  and  the  evidence  vras  all  on  one 
side.  I  would  Ilk-  to  ask  the  gentleman  if  the 
City  Registrar  was  as^ed  to  be  present.  If  the 
tiuth  is  known,  I  think  that  gentleman  nas  been 
unintentionally  misrepresented  by  those  who  al- 
lowed this  investigation  to  be  mace  an  ex  parte 
affair,  and  that  he  hao  no  opportunity  to  be  heard 
in  his  own  refence.  If  that  is  so,  I  think  the 
report  should  be  recoumited.  There  is  every 
opportunity  for  members  to  become  familiar 
*.vith  the  routine  of  business  in  that  department; 
but  I  am  informed  upon  good  authority 
that  but  one  member  of  the  committee  visited  the 
Registrar's  office  to  make  inquiries  aud  inform 
himself.  That  I  had  ot  the  Registrar  himself. 
Yet  he  must  be  condemned,  or  it  net  condemned, 
stripped  of  his  office  aco  assigied  to  tue  cnarge 
of  the  Board  ot  Health,  simply  because  he  per- 
forms duties  (.reset ibea  by  the  statute.  A  man 
cannot  register  that  which  he  coes  not  receive, 
and  I  jay  there  is  no  record  of  oeaths  m  Boston 
today,  simply  because  these  gentlemen  assume  to 
interrupt  it  and  demand  thatthese  returns  snail  be 
made  to  them  and  n->t  to  the  City  Registrar.  \ 
think  it  is  time  some  people  weie  taught  to  know 
their  places.  It  i«  not  a  quarrel;  it  is  an  assump- 
tion. Here  is  a  gentleman  having  no  one  to  speak 
for  him.  It  is  simply  an  assumption  ou  the  part 
of  the  Board  of  He.  1th;  and  if  the  wo-k  tne  Reg- 
istrar has  already  done  be  any  guarantee  for  the 
future,  he  should  not  ds  stripped  of  his  duties  and 
have  them  placed  in  the  bands  of  another  board, 
whom  I  consider  have  not  shown  themselves 
as  f.ithful  to  their  trust.  If  the  Boaid  of 
Health  desi.e  these  records  they  should  ask 
for  them;  but  I  consider  that'thev  should 
receive  them  at  that  officer's  hands.  There 
is  something  besides  statistics  in  this  matter. 
Why  is  it  that  the  City  Registrar  is  required  by 
law  to  receive  these  returns?  Is  it  simply  to  as- 
certain ho w  many  people  die?  Not  at  all.  It  is 
to  preserve  a  record  of  the  fact  that  they  died  by 
natural  causes  and  legitimate  means;  it  is  that 
there  should  De  restriction  put  upon  those  people 
who  place  too  brief  a  term  upon  other  peo- 
ple's lives— in  other  words  to  restrain  murder: 
it  is  that  there  shall  be  no  certificate  of  burial 
issued  unless  the  City  Registrar  13  satisfied' 
that  death  came  from  natural  causes.  I  do 
not  see  tiat  any  attemot  has  been  made  by  the 
Board  of  Health  to  carry  out  that  wise  provision 


of  the  law.  Today  if  the  City  Registiar  should 
cischarge  his  duty  he  would  loage  a  complaint 
with  the  Attorney  General  and  bring  every  under- 
taker who  has  not  returned  a  ceitiricate  of  oeaih 
to  him  betoie  the  bar  of  the  law  It  has  placed 
him  in  a  most  unpleasant  position;  and  alt  be- 
cause of  a U  inadvertence  in  making  up  an  ordi- 
nance and  giving  a  power  to  this  board  which  is 
conferred  upon  another  officer  by  statute;  and  I 
say  when  an  inferior  officer  of  this  city  has  a  con- 
flict with  a  superior,  he  should  give  way.  The  in- 
ferior authority  must  give  way  to  the  superior ; 
and  if  thty  do  not,  they  ought  to  be  taught  better. 
I  was  in  the  Board  of  Health  office  not  long  ago, 
and  I  found  one  of  them  tryingtolearn  how  water 
would  run  up  hill;  and  it  is  my  impression  that 
they  will  succeed,  fully  as  well  iu  that  as  they  will 
bv  assuming  duties  which  are  defined  by  the 
statutes  to  celo eg  to  another  department.  The 
record  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths  is  defined 
b\  statute  to  b-long  to  clerks  of  cities  and  towns, 
and  to  registrars.  It  is  importani  that  we  should 
have  some  competent  person  to  keep  those  lecords 
intact;  he  should  nave  ataste  aud  ability  forit.and 
if  a  coordinate  branch  of  th*-  Go  vern  ment  desires  to 
use  those  recoids,  they  are  there.  Why  stould 
we  change  that?  I  am  not  familiar  with  the  City 
Registrar's  style  ot  reports,  but  I  have  heard  no- 
body impugn"  their  accuiacy.  I  believe  they  are 
unchallenged  by  aoyoodj  ;  and  I  don't  think  it 
right  to  tear  tne  department  to  pieces  because 
another  board  wants  it.  In  the  present  state  of 
the  case  I  am  not  in  favor  of  voting  lot  the  ma- 
jority. Ithiuk  tbe  leport  of  the  minority  is  prop- 
er a>  d  right.  Theie  ought  to  be  a  joint  standing 
committee  on  the  City  Registrars  Department, 
knowing  its  duties  ana  knowing  wh.it  is  wanted. 
Had  such  been  the  case  this  conflict  would  have 
been  avoided.  I  hope  we  shall  settle  this  ques- 
tion by  the  substitution  of  the  minority. 

Mr. 'Kimball  of  Ward  6— The  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  fully  prove  the  truth  of 
the  statement  whien  he  made  at  the  >  omroence- 
ment,  that  he  knew  nothing  about  the  subject. 
His  coctnne  is  that  this  is  a  personal  matter  be- 
tween the  Board  of  Health  and  the  City  Registrar. 
He  has  stated  that  the  City  Registrar  was  not 
allowed  to  present  his  side  of  the  Ca*e  befoiethe 
committee.  Mr.  President,  that  is  unqualifiedly  a, 
mistake.  The  City  Registiar  was,  at  the  sugges- 
tion of  one  member  of  the  committee,  asked  if  he 
desired  a  continuance  in  order  to  answer  certain 
matters  vhat  came  up,  and  to  present  such  evi- 
dence as  he  saw  fit.  The  Registiar  replied  that  he 
did  not  desire  a  continuance;  he  was  as 
ready  then  to  present  his  case  to  the 
committee  as  he  would  be  at  any  other  time. 
The  gentleman  has  spoken  oice  or  twice  in  the 
courss  ot  his  lemarks  as  if  this  matter  were 
sought  for  by  tbe  Board  ot  Health.  That  is  as 
much  a  mistake  as  tbe  other.  The  geotleman 
from  Ward  12,  as  it  seems  to  me,  ha=  i  ot  very 
carefully  read  either  .the  General  Statutes  or  the 
ordinances  of  the  city  in  relation  to  the  Board  of 
Health.  He  says  he  has  a  profound  ignoracce 
both  of  the  statutes  and  the  ordi  arces.  Now,  if 
any  gentleman  will  lead  the  report  ot  the  majority 
be  '-ill  see  that  they  have  very  caief ally  avoided 
any  attack  upon  either  the  Board  or  Health  or 
the  City  Registrar,  and  that  it,  is  written  in 
the  interest  neither  of  one  nor  the  other, 
but  stated  certain  returns  was  required  to  be 
made  by  the  Citv  Registrar  to  the  Secretary  ot 
the  Commonwealth,  the  purpose  of  wnich  is  im- 
material; but  thev  mav  be  made  after  burial  ov 
before.  Tne  physician  is  not  lequired  to  return  a 
certificate  until  request°d,  and  he  theu  has  fifteen 
days  in  which  to  do  so.  The  get  tleman  from 
Ward  12  admits  that  the  Board  or  Health  was  to 
look  after  the  sanitary  condition  of  tbe  ci  y .  Ooe 
subject  that  they  have  taken  to  look  after  is  to  re- 
quire these  certificates  of  death  to  be  made  to 
them  before  the  permit  for  a  burial  can  be  grant- 
ed, so  that  an  undertaker  is  obliged  to  report  to 
them  before  be  can  obtain  the  permit.  Tne  phy- 
sician is  obliged  to  give  his  certificate,  and  it  is 
one  part  of  the  duty  of  the  undertaker  to  procure 
it  before  the  permit  for  burial  is  granted. 
Now  is  it  not  apoarent  that  that  is  one  ot  the  best 
ways  to  look  after  the  sanitary  condition  of  tbe 
city?  If  returns  are  made  to  the  Board  of  Health 
this  w.  ek  and  they  find  that  there  have  been  five 
cases  of  typhoid  fever  in  some  locality,  oo  they 
not  know  that  there  is  some  occasion  for  the  dis- 
ease? If  th-,y  had  to  wait  for  the  le turns  of  the 
City  Registra  ,  and  fifteen  days  f  houlo  elapse  be- 
fore the  first  case  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
Board  of  Health,  of  what  advantage  would  it  be 
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to  them?  Now  tbe  object  of  the  committee  was, 
if  possible,  to  do  avvav  with  a  superfluous  office. 
Toey  have  no  preference  whatever  for  the  City 
Registrar  or  the  Board  of  Health.  I  din  not  know 
the  City  Registrar  myr-elf  until  ha  appeareo  before 
the  committee.  Bv  going  to  the  City  Registrar's 
office  I  do  not  ascertain  what  his  uuties  are;- 
neither  do  I  ascertain  what  are  the  duties  of  the 
Board  of  Health  by  going  to  their  office.  It  is  not 
tns  manner  of  discharging  their  duties  that  I  an 
to  leatn  ;  I  care  nothing  about  that;  it  was  not  re- 
ferred to  the  committee.  But  is  it  oecessai  y  to  do 
anything  to  define  their  respective  duties.?  We 
say  no,  let  each  discharae  his  o>-n  duty.  Now, 
the  Board  of  Health  are  tbe  registers  of 
deaths,  but  the  duties  of  ihe  Citv  Registrar 
have  not  been  taken  away  from  him.  It  is 
true  che  undertakers  object  to  giving  a  sec- 
ond cenificace  to  the  City  Registrar,  and 
some  of  the  ph«sicia/?s  are  unwilling  to  be 
troubled  oy  sriving  a  duplicate  certificate.  But 
the  Legislature  of  t  e  Commonwealth  has  said  the 
returns  shall  be  made,  and  tbe  city  of  Boston  is 
obliged  to  provide  an  officer  to  receive  them,  and 
pay  for  it.  That  is  all.  Now  the  committet,  in 
considering  this  matter,  ssid,  as  is  stated  in  the 
report,  as  1  assert,  as  is  argued  by  the  gect'etran 
ftom  Ward  12,  and  as  otuer  gentleman  believe,  the 
only  question  is,  How  can  we  simplify  these  mat- 
teis  so  that  the  returns  which  are  now  made 
to  tha  City  Registrar  shall  be  made  to 
the  Board  of  Health  or  to  some  other  per- 
son under  their  charge,  which,  of  coarse, 
means,  in  their  room;  that  rs  to  say,  that  all  the 
statistics  shall  be  together?  Now  it  is  in  the  in- 
terest, first,  not  only  of  public  economy,  and  of 
coivenrence  to  undertakers  and  physicians,  but 
it  is  also  in  tie  interest  of  every  pe:  son  who,  by 
this  same  status--,  is  obliged  to  make  reports,  that 
he  may  go  at  once  to  the  Board  of  Health.  Now, 
Mr.  President,  I  ask  tue  Council  to  notice  that 
there  is  no  attac If  upon  the  Registrar,  anc  i  o  de- 
sire to  abolish  an  office  created  by  statute.  I 
don't  understand  that  the  office  was  created  by 
the  city  of  Boston.  The  City  Clerk  must  do  cer- 
tain work,  and  the  city  may  choo:e  an  officer 
to  do  it,  and  it  has  the  orivilege  of  paying 
for  it.  It  is  not  intended  to  take  away  any 
duties  and  powers  which  the  Citv  Council  now  have 
and  put  them  under  a  commission,  because  the 
City  Council  has  no  control  over  tbe  powers  and 
duties  vihich  it  is  proposea  to  conf  sr  upon  the 
Board  of  Health.  'J  he  statute  plainly  defines 
those  uuties.  I  hope  this  question  will  be,  acted, 
upon  tonight.  I  believe  we  have  all  the  befit  now 
that  we  shall  get  upon  it,  ann  that  we  shall  not 
derive  any  advantage  by  a  postponement.  I 
deprecate  the  statement  made  before  this  Couucil 
that  there  has  been  a  quarrel.  I  think 
th?  whole  trouble  is  owing  to  a  misunder- 
standing of  their  respective  duties  on  the 
pan  of  tbe  two  boards.  The  simple  ques- 
tion is,  Will  you  ask  the  Legislature  to  let  you 
nut  those  powers  and  duties  unoer  the  Board  of 
Health  or  some  person  appointed  by  them ;  or 
will  you  keep  them  where  th^y  are?  The  other 
question  Is,  is  it  neces>-ary  to  do  anything  to  mote 
cVarly  define  the  duties  of  the  two  offices?  I 
hope  ihe  business  of  the  Council  will  be  furthered 
by  some  action  tonight. 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Ward  15 — I  would  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  last  up  t,  here  he  finns  any  authority  in 
the  statutes  which  requires  nn  undertaker'  to 
make  a  report  to  the  Board  of  Health,  at  d  what 
authority  the  Board  of  Health  have  to  require  un- 
dertakers to  report  to  them? 

Mi.  Kimball  of  Ward  6— By  statute— I  can't  re- 
fer ti  the  chapter  rtom  memory— tue  Board  of 
H-alth  may  make  all  regulations  which  they  judge 
necessary  concerning  burisl  grounds  and  inter- 
ments. It  clearly  appears  io  me  that  one  of  the 
best  regulations  fie  Board  of  Health  can  make 
before  granting  a  permit  to  bury  the  cieau  is  that 
they  shall  be  told  who  has  died  and  what  was  the 
cause  of  death. 

Mr.  Thacner  of  Ward  15—1  move  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  \\  aid  12— Befr.re  that  question  is 
put  I  .should  lik?.  to  tender  my  acknowledgments 
to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  C,  fur  showing  my 
sup.  erne  iguoiance  on  thin  question.  He  only 
confirms  what  I  have  said,  and  I  omy  desired  the 
question  not  to  be  pressed  until  I  could  have  an 
opportunity  to  show  teat  the  Board  of  Health  has 
insi-teo  upoa  tnis  change — that  the  registration 
of  births,  death  and  marriages  shall  be  taken 
Iron,  the  City  Registrar  and  placed  m  their  hands. 
That  ta  all,  sir.    I  asserttd  ih=vt.atid  I  can  show  it. 


The  main  question  was  ordered. 

The  order  ot  Mr.  Jaquts  was  kvst. 

The  minority  report  was  substituted  for  the  ma- 
jority—29  for,  23  against— and  the  Lider  leported 
by  the  minority  was  passed. 

Sent  up. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS, 

Report  and  order  for  the  purchase  of  certain  lots 
of  i&nd  on  Fourch  stieet,  cearO  stieei,as  a  school- 
house  site,  at  not  exceediug  seventy-five  cects  a 
foot. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  ft— There  was  some  difference 
of  opinion  in  the  committee  as  to  the  desirability 
of  making  this  purchase  at  che  present  time,  and 
as  I  was  on-  of  the  parties  of  that  belief  I  would 
like  more  time  to  investigate  the  mattsr.  I  theie- 
fore  move  that  the  order  lie  upon  the  table. 

Cai  tied— 33  tor,  3  against. 

Older  for  a  transfer  of  $30,000  from  tn«  Re.- 
ferved  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Northamp- 
u>i. -street  District.  Passed  io  concurrt-rce — yeas 
54,  nays  0. 

Order  to  hire  tor  armoiy  purposes,  for  three 
years,  two  rooms  in  building  corner  of  Harvard 
ano  Washington  streets,  at  not  excteaing  $1200 
per  .,ear.    Passed  in  concurrence — yeas  54,  nays  0. 

CURB  OR  FENCE  ON  THE  COMMON. 

The  majority  and  minority  reports  and  orders 
on  subject  of  a  fence  or  curb  on  Tremont-street 
mali  (City  Doc.  No.  83)  ^ere  considered  under 
unfinished  business. 

Mr.  Guild  of  Wars  6  moved  io  substitute  the 
micoriuy  report  (providing  for  a  fence)  for  that  of 
the  majoiity. 

Mr.  Perkiiis  of  Ward  10  moved  that  the  subject 
be  specially  assigned  for  halt-past  8  P.  M.  next 
Thuisday, 

Mr.  Guild  thought  tbe  discusssion  would  con- 
sume but  a  short  time,  ai*d  Mr.  Pdkius  wirhorew 
the  motion. 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6— The  foes  of  Bostou  Com- 
mon have  been  drive"  to  the  last  ditch,  and  this 
attack,  under  guise  of  furnishing  a  curb,  is  but 
their  last  expiring  effort.  To  understand  this 
properly  it  may  be  necessary  to  recall  the  past 
s»mewhat.  1  need  do  it  but  briefly.  It  appears 
that  other  horse  railroads,  jea^ou*  of  the  piivi- 
leges  enjoyea  by  the  Metropolitan  in  the  streets 
of  Boston,  especially  upon  rhat  pleasant  and  ac- 
cessible ore  bounded  by  Boston  Common  ana  the 
Granary  Burial  Ground,  sought  to  obtain  the 
same  themselves;  not  only  forjthemselves,  but  to 
a  cei rain  extent  at  the  excense  of  the  Metro-' 
politan  by  passing  over  a  portion  of  its  tracks. 

An  entire  new  company  was  charteieci,  which 
uever  would  have  come  into  existence,  had  the 
former  a  anhgers  of  the  Metropolitan  possessed 
che  foresight  and  executive  ability  that  appears 
now  to  characterize  its  management,  and  to  oa\re 
understood  that  there  is  a  point  which  even  a  long- 
suffering  public  will  not  permit  an  exclusive 
monopoly  to  pa-s. 

But  privileges  were  granted  and  urged  for  so 
many  different  lines  to  run  over  tbe  Tremont-street 
line  of  track  that  it  seemed  to  many  that  the  at- 
tacking party — for  it  wa=  and  has  been  a  party  and 
not  as  yet  the  unanimous  voice  ot  the  people — it 
seemea  as  it  the  attacking  party,  on  Boston  Com- 
mon, forwarded  thesQ  privileges  for  the  express 
purpose  of  blocking  up  Trtmont  street  with 
horse  cars  under  pretence  of  accouimodatii1^- the 
people, to  such  an  <-xteuttbat  the  imperative  ne- 
cessity of  yvicening  tnat  avenue  should  be  first 
-stablished,  and  that  i.aving  been  done.,  the  widen- 
ing should  be  ?X  the  expense  of  one  of  Boston's 
heir-looins,  the  next  uiosr  s>ced  spot  to  Bunker 
Hill  and  Fant-uil  Hall-Boston  Common. 

By  extraordinary  efforts,  a  sufficient  con- 
cession was  obtained  to  remove  the  side- 
walk on  Tiemout  street;  and  here  Itt  me 
say  that  1  think  a  majoiity  of  the  people  ot 
Boston  believeo  that  the' curb  of  that  sidewalk 
wa«  to  be  set  back,  and  that  the  curb's  vviutb 
would  reman  and  protect  the  old  fence. 

But  no;  the  fire  bad  been  lighted,  the  tiger  had 
ta»t-d  blood,  and  tne  protecting  line  of  fence  that 
tne  Citv  Government  nad  received  a  portion  of  as 
a  gift  from  some,  of  its  most  honored  citizens  was 
next  ruthlessly  torn  up,  and  the  last  barrier 
between  the  city's  lungs  and  tt.e  tuberJes  of 
commerce.  ?wept  a  "ay.  The  roots  of  the  old 
tiees  that  had  with  their  grateful  shade 
sheltered  us  when  boys,  and  our  fathers  too — 
these  ornaments  to  the  city,  the  prioe  ot  it.i  citi- 
zens and  admiration  of  strangers—  were  hacked 
as  if  with  fell  desire  to  sap  the  very  foundations 
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of  their  citadel,  to  render  themwretched  deformi- 
ties instead  of  objects  of  sightly  beauty. 

All  this  could  not  be  done  in  a  night,  as  was 
done  when  a  projecting  corner  of  trie  Common 
was  stolen  from  the  people,  or  with  the  celerity 
that  the  Paddock  elms  were  swept  away — a  celerity 
which  we  might  well  wish  should  chaiacterize 
other  work  the  employes  of  the  city  are  called 
upon  to  perform. 

The  indignation  of  tee  peo:le  was  at  length 
arouseo.  Theyhaidly  believed,  until  seeing  be- 
came believing,  that  those  iheyhad  placed  ne.e, 
the  guardians  of  their  rights  and  privileges,  would 
staud  tdly  by  and  see  them  thus  invaded;  but 
when  they  b«held  this  inaction  and  founu  tneir foes 
emboldened  by  success,  and  having  throw.)  town 
the  last  barrier,  boldiy  proclaiming-  and  threat- 
ening through  and  by  the  puolic  press  even,  that 
unless  the  will  of  the  attacking  party  should  be 
submitted  to,  not  only  should  the  outer  mall 
be  taken,  but  Columbus  avtnue,  and  possibly 
Commonwealth  avenue,  should  be  extenaed 
through  the  Common,  patience  ceased  to  be  a  vir- 
tue, and  those  wno  had  lent  themselves  to  the  ad- 
vocacy of  destroying  the  peo  le's  park, infringing 
upon  popular  liberty,  were  taught  a  much-needed 
lesson.  How  promptly  they  appreciated  it ;  how 
soundly  the  rebuke  was  administered;  how  much 
weight  and  significance  it  possessed,  was  evinced 
by  the  immediate  silence  thatfollowed.of  the  sud- 
den cesse  tion  of  attack  and  even  the  power  of 
toe  press  was  foucd  to  be  a  feeble  power  ualess 
the  vox  populi. 

Then  stepped  in  tne  State  Legislature  with  its 
pronunciamentD,  and  stretching  forth  its  protect- 
ing arm  between  the  people  and  those  who  would 
have  been  tneir  despoilers,  ?aid,  "thus  far  shalt 
thou  go  and  no  farther,"  and  so  remained  Bostoa 
Common  as  the  spoilers  left  it. 

Tbe  wave  of  advancin  £  commerce  clips  its  very 
margin ;  it  stands  like  a  great  mausion 
with  its  fiont  pulled  down ;  a  sanctuary 
with  the  door  trenched  rrom  its  binges 
and  the  loundations  of  its  pillars  under- 
mined; a  rich  jew^l  with  the  setting  toru  there- 
from, a  standing,  naked  reproach  ;  one  of  the  iew 
historic  spots,  che  only  great  public  park  as  yet  in 
our  city,  now  so  placed  as  to  invite  invasion  and 
suggest  destruction. 

I  have  spoken  thus  much  to  show  what  brings 
u*  to  tbe  consideration  of  cuib  or  fence.  I  have 
spoken  thus  much  believing  th?t  it  is  at  this  rime 
the  will  of  a  majority  of  the  people  of  Boston,  back- 
ed as  they  are  by  ihe  protective  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature, that  for  the  present  at  least  noc  one  joi  or  tit- 
tle more  of  tfoston  Common  shall  be  taken  without 
their  indorsement,  and  moreover  I  think  their 
opinion  to  be,  that  infringement  should  not  be  in- 
vited or  even  suggested  bv  the  unprotected  and 
onen  state  which  the  cum  proposed  by  a  majority 
of  the  committee  would  leave  it. 

Beside,  let  me  say  that  whdtever  may  be  pl.^c^d 
there  the  fiiends  of  Boston  Common  now  in  open 
war  with  any  who  advocate  encroachment — what- 
ever may  be  placed  there,  must  be  tnat  which  will 
be  of  least  damage  to  the  trees,  of  the  most  pro- 
tection from  the  street  and  in  some  respects  an 
ornament  to  the  ground. 

This,  a  light  curb,  crowned  by  the  ornamental 
fence  in  the  plan  before  you,  will  accomplish. 

Lbe  curb  submirted  by  the  majority,  though  an 
excelleo  t  plan  for  a  curb  in  an  open  square  around 
a  monumert,  fountain  or  similar  erection,  is  not 
the  one  to  be  placed  around  a  pleasure  park,  whsre 
its  foundations  will  so  directly  interfere  with  ciee 
roots  as  it  will,  and  where  it  will  ra  xeality  be  more 
of  a  trap  for  the  unwary  than  any  protection  to 
those  who  frequent  the  malls;  and  from  immedi- 
ate contact  with  passing  vehicles  of  the  street. 

The  curb  of  the  majority  report  —  being- 
continuous  and  its  foundations  laid  in 
concrete,  which  is  to  extend  far  in  beyond  tbe 
curb  will  effectually  preveat  the  moisture  from 
reaching  the  tree  loots,  in  fact  it  will  cut  into  the 
trunks  of  some  of  the  trees. 

The  specifications  show  that  the  curb  will  not  be 
kept  from  the  destruction  of  the  trees,  for  it  reads 
"All  roots  of  trees  which  interfeie  with  tbe  work 
of  setting  the  new  curb  and  steps  are  to  be  cut 
off." 

Concrete  foundation!  Have  we  not  had  enough 
of  asphalt  and  concrete  <>n  Bostou  Common? 
The  old  trees  have  been  like  patients  hacked 
by  the  surgeon's  knife,  bhstsred  and  plas- 
tered bv  asphalt  at  their  roots;  moisture 
and  nourishment  cut  off,  drooping  limbs 
hungry  for  food  remorselessly  lopped,  till  ren- 
dered unsightly  objects  by  ruthless  experimenters 


they  are  declared  worthless  and  must  cms  down. 
These  venerable  trees  that  have  shaded  our  fa- 
thers with  their  protectu  g  branches  ask  us  for 
bread  and  we  give  them  a  stone. 

The  light  curb  and  ornamental  fence  proposed  by 
the  minority,  will  not  require  this  bioad  bed  of  con- 
crete, and  is  therefore  less  liable  to  interfere  with 
or  destroy  tbe  tree  roots  than  the  curb.  It  will 
have  more  openings  than  the  curb,  nearly  double, 
and  tarn  afford  more  convenieoc  e  to  the  public.    I 

It  will  be  set  in  posts  put  in  the  old  post  holes ; 
it  will  permit  tree  roots  to  pass  under  end  gt-t  tbe 
required  nourishment.  It  is  safer  for  pedestrians 
even  were  rhere  no  vehic'es  in  the  street. 

The  public  favorers  of  the  curb  outside  the  City 
Government,  as  a  general  thing,  are  those  who 
favored  widening  tnestieet.  Nay,  some  of  those 
are  the  very  oiies  who  threatened  that  unless  the 
slice  of  Boston  Common  were  taken  ps  they  de- 
sired, streets  should  be  run  through  and  across  it. 
It  should  hardiv  be  necessary  for  a  Boston  man  to 
stand  here  in  City  Hall  and  plead  for  Boston 
Common,  and  yet  to  plead  for  this  fence  is  to 
plead  for  it,  or  a  guard  i  gainst  encroachment  upon 
it,  whi  h  is  the  same  thing.  But,  f  entlemec ,  I 
btg  o+  you,  as  the  representatives  of  the  Boston 
people,  to  put  yourselves  ou  record  as  the  true 
cpncer patois  of  their  ri^nts  and  privilege",  and 
record  by  your  votes  that  you  use  the  power  dele- 
gated to  you  to  protect  the  people's  paik  from  any 
enctoactrW:  t  of  trade,  till  they  themselves  shall 
demacd  it  of  you  in  a  voice  that  you  will  readily 
understand,  and  which  cannot  be  mistaken. 

Mr.  Ferkins  of  Ward  16—1  bad  the  honor  to  offer 
the  order  last  year,  looking  to  the  "dismember- 
ment'' of  Boston  Common.  I  have  never  had  oc- 
casion to  i  egret  it,  and  I  brlieve  today  that  the 
best  inteiestsjof  the  city  of  Boston  requirejand  the 
best  way  to  preserve  the  Common  is  by  the  taking 
off  of  a  portion  of  the  mall  and  putting  it  into 
Tremont  street.  It  is  a  somewhat  melancholy 
fact  that  immediately  upon  the  offering  of  that 
order  hy  me  here  in  tnis  Council,  every  man  who 
favored  that  measure  was  set  upon  by  the  Boston 
press  as  if  he  was  a  thief  flying  from  justice.  We 
were  accuse  a  of  beiug  in  collusion  with  rail- 
roads, and  with  being  thieves  of  the  *vorst  de- 
scription ,  arid  no  one  went  further  thin  my  f  <  ,end 
of  the  Commercial  Bulletin  in  denouncing  the 
action  we  took  upon  this  matter.  Now,  sir,  I  am 
going  to  support  his  minority  report,  because  I 
am  n  >ta  despo'lerof  Boston  Commou.  And  why? 
Because  it  is  plainly  evident  that  the  people  of 
Boston  no  not  want  the  Common  interfered  with. 
As  the  city  cannot  take  a  part  of  the  Common  for 
the  public  street.  I  hope  that  for  tne  sake  of  pro- 
tecting those  who  are  passing,  and  for  aesthetical 
reasons,  the  present  cisgraceful  condition  of  the 
Common  will  not  be  continued.  The  curb  proposed 
to  be  put  there  for  ornament  by  the  majority 
would  in  a  few  weeks  be  an  eyesore,  and  we 
should  he  sorry  to  s«e  it.  But,  gentlemen,  I  do 
plead  for  the  privilege  ot  every  member  of  this 
Council  giving  utterance  to  the  ideas  and  senti- 
ments and  means  of  progress  which  be  thinks  ap- 
plicable to  tbe  public  convenience,  without  being 
denounced  as  a  thief  ann  as  one  who  wants  to 
steal  a  march  on  the  people.  It  is  all  humbug.  I 
never  had  a  word  of  communication  with  a  rail- 
road officer  on  this  subject.  I  want  the  street 
widened,  because  my  common  seose  tells  me  to- 
day, as  I  pass  up  and  down  Tremont  street,  that 
tnis  is  one  of  the  imperative  necessities  of  the 
day.  I  believe  so  today.  I  trust  my  friend  from 
Ward  6  will  believe  me  when  I  tell  him  I  am  not  a 
thief,  and  that  I  am  not  the  head  and  front  of  the 
offending. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  have  the  honor  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Squares.  I  bave  also  tbe  honor  to  bave|placed  my 
name  to  the  majority  report,  and  I  consider  it  an 
honor,  notwithstanding  the  pronouns,  adjectives, 
ativerbs  and  verbs  in  the  speech  of  my 
colleague  [Mr.  Guild]  ou  that  committee. 
Now,  let  us  know  what  bis  propositions 
are.  I  am  not  exactly  a  short-hand  report- 
er; but,  in  the  first  place,  he  says  "last 
ditch,"  "last  expiring  groan,"  that  is  very 
good;  "Horse  railroads,"  that  is  better;  "Jeter- 
mined  as  tli ey  are  to  have  privileges,"  "widen- 
ing of  Tremont  street"  "majority  expects 
a  euro  to  be  placed"  so  and  so,  "set  back," 
"tiger's  tasting  blood" — that  is  first  rate;  tigers 
likeblooajso  do  editors,  sometimes.  "Lungs  of 
Boston";  "tubercles  of  commeice," — well,  that  is 
all  first  rate.  How  many  periods,  colons  and 
semicolons  there  are  to'  be  put  at  the  end, 
Lord    Timothy   Dexter   only   knows.    "Attacked 
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without  mercy."  Those  are  first-rate  proposi- 
tions, every  one  of  them.  But  as  my  worthy 
f uer.d  weut  along  he  does  n't  offer  a  suggestion 
or  ieasoo  in  support  of  one  of  thein.  "Iudigaa- 
tioci  of  the  people  raise", ': — lie  don't  state  where, 
not  even  thiough  the  press,  not  even  in  his  highly 
resnectable  paper  call'sd  the  Cominetcial  Bulletin. 
"Last  barrier  torn  dewo";  «aid  the  Legislature, 
"This  far  thou  shalt  i:o  ?nd  no  farther."  Well,  I  ap- 
laud  all  those  noble  sentiments.  'The  majority 
of  the  committee''  say  so  and  S".  Some  ot  us 
have  been  on  th?  majority  siae  of  this  question 
for  two  or  ihrse  years,  vnd  have  twice 
made  unanimous  reports  in  favor  of  the 
curb.  "Friends  ot  Boston  Common";  "s,ifsr 
for  pedestrians" ;  "prevent  cesecration."  Ihose 
are  the  words.  Show  it  up  as  you  go 
a'ocg  —  each  item,  each  proposition.  "The 
moposers  of  this  curl)  were  the  very  ones  who 
propose  to  cue  off  a  piece  of  Boston  Common" 
Prove  it,  my  friend.  I  am  one  of  them.  I  had 
the  honor  m  a  speecli  of  considerable  le>  gth  to 
say  in  the  gentleman's  o«n  hearirg,  and  whirh  he 
approved  in  sentiment.  I  thick, if  not  in  language, 
"Not  one  inch  ot  Boston  Common  with  my  con- 
sent, nor  with  the  consent  of  the  people  of  Ward 
2.  nor  one  inch  with  the  consent  ot  the  people  of 
Ward  6,  nor  one  inch  with  me  conseut  ot  ;he  peo- 
ple of  Ward  4,  nor  one  inch  with  the  consent  of 
the  people  of  Ward  5,  which  i  endeavor,  in  my 
hcmDle  way,  to  represent;  not  one  inch  by  the 
cons ent  of  tniucteen-twentieths  of  the  people  of 
Boston  shall  Boston  Common  be  depleted." 
"Representative?  of  the  people,"  my  friend 
says.  We  pretend  to  be  representatives  of 
the  people;  we  were  chosen  to  be  such, 
and  I  trust  we  are.  "Let  one  slice  be 
cut  off,  and  you  and  I,  sir.  will  near  a  voice  from 
the  peoole."  I  admir  ihat  sentiment;  it  is  a 
good  one ;  I  like  it.  I  think  it  has  a  response  from 
every  one,  ez  'eoting  only  my  f  rien  1  from  the  Six- 
teenth Ward.  That  day  will  come,  and  we  shall 
live  to  see  a  cart  of  the  Common  cut  off  for 
street  purposes,  but  that 'ime  has  not  yet  come. 
Therefore  I  say  the  foundation  of  his  argu- 
ment is  wrong— that  is.  as  I  underhand  it, 
his  great  objection  to  a  curb  is  "that  it  win  be  an 
innovation  upon  the  Common,  and  therefore  he 
proposes  a  fence.  "It  will  be  a  stepping-stone  to 
the  widening o*"  Tremontstreec."  Where, how,and 
in  what  language  does  he  prove  it?  Is  there 
proof  here  to  men  of  common  secse  for  such  a 
statement?  The  peopl  will  rise  in  their  digcity, 
in  thsir  might,  and  oust  from  this  plac-i  eveiy  man 
who  says  take  a  foot  of  Boston  Common  to  widen 
Tremont  street  today;  but  teo  or  twenty  years 
hence,  when  the  demands  of  commerce  require  it, 
itmaythsabe  widened.  Mr.  Piesident,  Boscoo 
Common,  it  1634,  wa-  bought  ot  William  Blaxton. 
It  then  contained  forty-eight  acres— and  for 
how  much,  sir?  Thirty  pounds,  and  toe  tax- 
payers of  Boston  were  assessed  six  shil- 
lings each  to  pay  that  tiiirty  pounds.  It  was 
bought,  not  taven  by  gift,  as  many  have  stated 
openly  a ed  publicly,  and  even  in  the  press;  not 
taken  by  gift,  but  bought  openly  and  paid  tor,  of 
William  Blaxton.  It  was  bought  foi  a  public  pur- 
pose. The  cows  were  pastured  upon  it  for  years, 
and  then  il  was  used  for  a  training  field;  and 
even,  sir,  up  to  tfre  year  1812,  criminals,  men  ano 
women,  and  even  two  Quakers,  William  Robinson 
and  Ma.-maduke  Stepneuson,  were  hanger  and 
executed  there.  Public  executions  were  had  upon 
that  Common.  Some  1200  or  1300  of  the  trees  were 
pianted  ;thev  had  grown  well  aod  some  bave  lived 
out  eheir  accustomed  time,  as  man  does  and  dies. 
Wnen  Mavor  Bigelo'v,  in  the  first  year  of  ai«  of- 
ficial duty,  found  that  rubbish  and  debris  of  all 
kinds  ban  been  j.Iacd  on  *he  malls  aod  *aiksof 
that  Common,  he  ha;  removed  6000  loads  of 
that  debri?,  and  If  stude  ta  rf  histoiy  will 
pay  attention  io  tl.is  they  will  fi  d  the  cause  of 
the  d-cav  of  manv  .rf  thise  trees.  But  the  laiger 
part  of  the  1200  or  1300  tree=  are  in  exister  ce  to- 
day. Mv  fiieud  has  referred  to  the  elms  and  to 
those  who  favored  the  destruction  of  then.  I 
think  that  ninety-nine  out  ot  every  hundred 
citizens  of  Boston  today  will  say  it  is  an  im- 
provemert  to  Tremont  street  in  removing  the 
"Paddock  elms."  Many  men  seventy  five 
or  eighty  y^ars  of  age  who  then  opposed  that  pro- 
s?ct,  have  since  com°  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and 
Laid  th°y  were  wrong,  aod  that  it  was  ;in  improve- 
ment. The  last  vestige  of  that  old  To  y,  Advo 
Paddrck— he  who,  thank  God,  bemgaTorv,  was 
compelled  to  have  with  the  anny  wnen  Boston 
was  evacuated  in  1776,  and  then  wen  to  the 
Isle  of  Jersey  and  there  dieu— the  last  vestige  of 


the  old  Tory  left  Boston  when  the  Paddock  el  ns 
were  taken  down.  In  1836  a  large  iron  fence  was, 
built  there,  and  it  answered  the  purpose  well  in 
its  day  and  generation.  But,  sir,  whether 
"ruthlessly"  or  jtharwise,  'cy  dotation  of 
the  City  Government,  that  fence  was  re- 
moved a  few  year:  ago,  so  far  as  Tiemout  street 
was  concerned,  and  then  the  question  wis  raised 
whether  something  should  n't  be  substituted  in 
its  place.  The  Committee  on  Common  and  Squares 
fad  the  matter  under  consideration  for  a  consid- 
erable length  of  time,  and  last  year  they  agreed 
unanimously  to  put  down  a  handsome  curb.  I 
will  giye  way,  Mr,  President,  if  anv  gen'leman  de- 
sires to  move  that  the  siiijject  be  assigned  to  a 
future  meeting. 

Mr.  Willcutt  of  Ward  17—1  move  that  further 
consideration  of  the  subjeot  oe  specially  assigned 
for  next  Thursday  ey  ening  at  eight  and  one  half 
o'clock. 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6— It  may  be  egotistical  for 
me  to  so  assume,  but  I  think  there  will  not  be 
many  speeches  upon  this  question;  therefore  if 
gentlemen  feel  so,  I  hope  the  motion  for  a  special 
assignment  will  not  piovail. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7 — I  Hope  the  matter 
swill  not  be  postponed.  If  postponed  till  another 
evening  it  will  be  a  reconsideration  of  th°  same 
thing.  I  think  every  member  of  theCourcilis 
pr;-paied  to  vote  upon  it  now. 

Mr.  Willcutt — My  object  was  simply  to  allow 
taose  gentlemen  hviug  at  a  distance  an  oppor- 
tunity to  go  home.  Whet  our  sessions  are  so  late 
it  is  very  disagreeable  to  ride  home  except  by 
private  conveyance,  which  is  very  exp-nsive. 

Mr.  Parker  of  Ward  14—1  move  the  pievious 
qnestioo. 

Mr.  Sht>w— I  trust  the  previous  question  will  not 
be  put  at  this  tune.  I  desire  to  state,  sir,  that  a 
unanimous  report  came  in  fiom  the  committee 
vith  regard  to  tnis  matter,  even  the  gentleoot-n 
who  now  brings  in  the  minority  report  favoring  it. 
The  report  came  up  and  the  gentlerr  an  from  Ward 
4  [Mr.  Sprague]  asked  me  if  "I  would  be  willing,  as 
chairman  or  the  committee  oa  the  part  of  this 
branch,  to  have  the  matter  recommitted  for  a 
heating.  I  told  him  I  would  with  great  pleasure. 
When  be  ma  ie  the  motion  I  seconded  it  and  agieed 
to  a  public  heaimg  upoa  the  subject.  I  did  every- 
thing that  courtesy  could  demand,  and  now  I  ask 
tbe^n  to  stand  by  me  in  this  matter  and  allow  me 
to  have  an  opportunity  to  sav  what  I  have  to  say. 
Feeling  the  responsibility  of  this  matter,  I  ask 
those  gentlemen  co  grant  my  request. 

Mr.  Sprague  of  Waid  4—1  was  intending  to  op- 
pose the  p  evi,  us  quest'on.  I  think  both  sides 
should  have  ample  opportunity  to  discuss  tnis 
matter.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  will 
have  an  opportunity  to  speak,  a'ld  if  there  i°  nor, 
time  now  to  dis  ose  t,f  the  question  that  we  shall 
assign  it  for  next  Thursday  eveuing. 

Mr.  Shaw — As  a?other  reason,  I  find  upon  my 
desk  plats  and  statements  asade  which  are  abso- 
lutely false.  F  om  what  source  they  come  I  don't 
know — eviaently  from  soms  interested  source. 
Therefore  I  hope  that,  as  chairman  of  the  commit- 
lee  on  the  part  of  this  aranco,  I  shall  have  a  lair 
chance. 

The  motion  for  the  pievious  question  was  lost. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7—1  move  that  wnen  the 
vote— 

M..  Shaw— I  call  the  geitleman  to  order;  he  is 
speaking  out,  of  his  place. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  [resuming  his  olace]— The  gen- 
tle nan  from  Ward  5  is  very  sma  t  on  parliament- 
ary law,  but  I  did  n't  take  occasion  to  trip  him 
up  when  he  was  -peaking  out  of  order.  It  was 
out  of  courtesy  and  compassiou  for  nun  that  I 
did  n't  do  it.  I  move  as  an  amencment  to  the  mo- 
tion to  assign,  that  when  the  vote  is  taker  it  be  at 
9V2  P.  M.,  if  not  sooner  reached.  I  hope  that  the 
deoate  will  oe  continued  so  that  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  5  shall  have  an  opportunity  to  deliver 
his  sp-ech.  as  if  ic  is  ueliv-red  in  broken  pieces  it 
might  rot  have  such  an  effect  upon  the  members 
of  the  Coui  en  as  it  would  if  delivered  al1  at  oue 
time. 

The  mendment  uas  alopted  and  the  motion 
to  specially  assign  prevailed— 28  for,  11  against. 

THE  OFFICIAL  REPORT. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Noyes  of  Ward  5,  who  offered  the  following: 

Ordereii;  That  in  the  execution  of  the  order  ap- 
proved June  9,  1875,  providing  for  an  official  report 
tor  one  vear  f-oui  Jnlv  1,  the  Committee  on 
Punting  be  institute:  t  ot  to  contract  with  any 
firm  a  member  of    which,    or   any  corporation  a 
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stockholder  in  which,  is  a  member  of  either 
brand)  o£  the  City  Couucil. 

Mr.  Wads  worth  of  Wara  4 — I  can  only  say  in  re- 
gard to  chat  •'natter  that  I  did  not  happen  to  re- 
ceive any  notification  of  the  meeting  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing,  and  I  therefore  cannot  state 
how  the  matter  stands,  and  sballthave  to  refer  to 
some  of  my  colleagues. 

Mr.  Whitmore  ot  Wai d  4— There  is  a  propriety 
in  passing  tin?  order  if  the  facts  are  as  =taied  to 
me;  and  I  hope  some  member  of  the  committee  will 
favoi  ih-s  Council  with  a  clei,r  explanation  of  tbe 
rns.tter  to  whica  tf-e  or.ier  refers.  It  i-  in  regard 
to  the  power  gr-r'en  thern  to  execute  a  contract  tor 
publishing  the  report  of  tne  proceedings  of  the 
City  Cou.:  cil.  There  seems  to  have  arisen  some 
complication  ,moue;  the  tenders  made,  and  uis 
r.ght  and  proper  that  the  committee  should  oe 
instructed  how  to  act.  That  is  the  <vay  it  has  been 
represented  to  me,  and  I  think  some  member  of 
the  commit! ee  ought  to  stRte  whether  that  is  cor- 
rect or  not. 

Mr.  Crocket  of  Ward  6 — As  no  member  of  the 
committee  seems  to  make  any  statement  about 
the  facts,  I  will  :ta'  e  very  orisfly  what  I  suppose 
to  te  the  reason  why  that  order  should  be  rjassed 
tonight.  It  has  been  stated  in  the  paper?,  and  I 
believe  it  is  a  fact,  that  the  committee  have  voted 
to  give  the  contract  tor  publishicg  the  report  of 
the  pioceedings  cf  the  Council  to  the  Boston 
Traveller.  It  is  also  a  well-known  fact  mat 
tbe  Boston  Traveller  is  published  by  a 
corporation  a'cout  two-thirds  the  stock  of 
which  belongs  to  a  member  ot  the  Board 
of  Akh-rmen,  who  is  also  :i  member  of 
the  Committee  on  Printing  At  the  la-t  session 
of  the  Legislature  a  statute  [chapter  232]  was 
passed,  providing  th--;  t  "No  person  shall  De  inter- 
ested iu  a  private  capacity,  either  diiecdy  or  m- 
direrrly,  in  any  contract  or  agreemeat  wherein  a 
city  is  a  parry  interested,  if  he  be  a  member  of  the 
City  Council  of  said  city,  or  of  either  bra  ch 
thereof;  and  if  said  contract  or  agreement  be 
made  by  said  Citj  Council  or  either  branch  there- 
of 3  or  by  authority  derived  therefrom." 

i  beiieve  the  City  Solicitor  is  of  opinion  that  tech- 
nically the  statute  does  not  cove c  this  case.  But 
there  is  no  doubt  that  if  thit  member  of  the  Board 
ot  Aldermen  owned  his  two-thuds  interest  iu  the 
newspaper  by  a  partnership,  he  would  be  within 
the  statute.  As  it  stands  tocay,  according  to  the 
returns  ma  e  ar,  the  State  House,  on  the  19th  in- 
stant, b.e  owns  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  stock. 
The  City  Solicitor  is  of  the  opinion  that  technical- 
ly the  case  does  not  strictly  come  within  the  stat- 
ute; but  it  is  plain  to  me  that  it  comes 
within  the  mischief  which  the  statute  was 
intended  to  prevent,  viz.,  that  members  of 
the  City  Government  should  not  make  contracts 
with  the  City  Government  wherein  they  aie  pri- 
vately interested,  and  should  not  make  mojey  by 
doing  city  business.  It  is  evident  that  the  gen- 
tleman would  make  just  as  m uch  money  out  of" 
(his  contract,  whether  he  stood  as  the  owner  of 
t»<o-thir>is  of  the  stock  ot  a  corporation  publish- 
ing the  Traveller  or  as  a  nointowner  with  at^o- 
thirds  interest.  For  that  reason,  it  seems  plain  to 
me  tnat  this  is  something  in  which  the  Council 
ought  to  interfere.  I  understand  tne  gentleman 
who  has  spoken  iMr.  Wadsworth]  received  no 
notice  of  the  meeting  of  the  committee 
at  which  the  bids  were  opened ;  that  the 
meeting  was  held  arid  tne  vote  passed,  and  ihis 
member  of  the  Boair)  of  Aloerme> — I  don't  know 
whither  he  voted  or  net — was  present  and  acted. 
It  seems  to  me  that  under  those  circumstances  it 
is  eviaent  that  t  e  City  Govern  nent  ought  to  in- 
terfere.  It  has  been  declared  against  public  poli- 
cy by  the  Legi-lature,  it  is  the  opinion  of  th*  p-o- 
ple  generally,  that  members  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment ought  not  to  b-  inter°ste.)  in  contracts  for 
city  business.  It  this  case  does  not  come  strictly 
within  the  law.  it  is  a  technical  quibble.  If  ae 
can  irvade  the  letter  of  the  law  ia  this 
case— ot  wuica  there  i--  grave  doubt  in  my 
mind — we  should  preve;:!  th^liw  from  being  evad- 
ed. If  this  is  done  now,  it  will  be  a  simple  mat- 
ter to  evade  the  law  hereafter,  and  an  cone  who 
wants  auy  city  business  can  fo.m  a  c>rpoiatioa, 
own  all  the  stock,  fill  all  the  offices  and  take  all 
tbe  contracts.  Itisamatier  of  ere&t  public  in- 
terest that  such  an  avasion  of  the  law  should  be 
stopped  at  the  very  beginning.  I  understand, 
moreover — and  it  serves  to  illustrate  the  o anger  of 
this  taing— that  there  were  two  bids  one  from  the 
boston  Tiaveller  io  "publish  an  abstract  of  toe 
proceedings  of  the  Council  for  the  year"  for  a 
round  sum  of  $5000.  and  one  from  tbeBouon  Tran- 


scriot  to  publish  it  at  so  much  per  column,  and 
thatthecommitteehave  apparently  consraeied  the 
Traveller's  bid  the  lower  o  e,  because  it  named  a 
sum  less  than  the  amount  authorized  in  the  vote.  It 
must  be  evident  to  gentlemen  tnatthe  proposition 
amounted  to  i  otmng  as  a  proposal  for  the  con- 
tract. All  the  papers  of  Boston  have  published, 
and  will  next  year  continue  to  publish,  abstracts 
of  tbe  proceedings  of  the  Council,  whether  paid 
for  it  or  not;  and  tbe  Traveller  will  pub- 
lisa  au  abstract  next  year,  whether  paid  for 
it  or  not.  It  is  a  matter  of  public  duty  for 
them  to  do  so.  If  fee  committee  nave  accept- 
ed a  proposal  of  that  sore,  there  is  an  ad- 
ditional rt  a'Oii  for  mt  rtermg.  I  had  thought  of 
offering  an  order  asking  to-  ii  formation  from  the 
committee  on  these  poinds;  but  it  seems  to  me  we 
go  far  enough  in  oassing  the  order  thar,  has  been 
preseuted  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5,  and  di- 
recting the  "committee  i  ot  to  make  a  contract 
which,  if  not  within  the  letter  of  the  statute,  is 
certainly  coatrary  to  its  whole  spirit. 

Mr.  Howes  i»f  Ward  11— The  matter  ot  awarding 
the  right  or  duty  ot  publishing  these  reports 
se-ms  aJway  to  hive  been  a  mysterious  affair. 
While  I  do  not  ocjecc  to  this  order  as  offered,  it 
might  be  well  .or  tbe  Council  to  understand  that 
it  will  leave  bat  one  bidder  in  the  field  for  this 
contract,  which  a"ks  the,  highest  amount  for  the 
services  to  be  rendered.  Whether  or  not  the  com- 
mittee did  riffht  in  restricting  bids  in  me  manner 
they  did,  it  is  of  couree  for  them  to  decide.  Last 
year,  if  I  am  correctly  informed,  the  committee 
threw  out  a  bid  of  the  Boston  Advertiser  for  the 
publication  of  the  report-1,  which  was  the  lowest 
made,  but  which  the  committee  were  not  aware  of 
on  account  of  not  knowing  the  nature  of  the  type 
in  which  it  was  to  be  published. 

Mr.  Noyes— That  was  tne  Globe. 

Mr.  Howes— No,  it  was  another  matter.  Whire 
the  Advertiser's  bid  was  relatively  lower,  It  was 
thrown  out  bv  the  committee.  Still,  on  this  pres- 
ent subject,  the  only  question  is,  shall  the  bid- 
ding be  restricted  to  one  i  ewspaper? 

Mr,  Duggau  of  Wa'd5— As  a  member  of  the 
Committee  oo  Printing,  I  was  notified  to  attend  a 
meeting  of  the  commit'ee  ia  regard  to  this  mat- 
ter. The  proposals  iiad  been  advertised  for,  and 
at  the  meeting  of  the  committee  two  proposals 
were  receive^,  one  from  the  Transcripr.  and  one 
from  the  Evening  Traveller  Publishing  Comoany.. 
On  opening  the  bids,  it  was  fou  d  that  the  Trav- 
eller proposed  for  $5000  to  give  as  full  a  report 
as  is  now  published  bv  th°  Transcript.  he 
Evenirg  Transcript's  bid  was  $10  per  column  of 
231  lines.  The  subject  was  debated  in  committee 
am  with  the  Sucenntecci'nt  of  Printing;  the 
matter  was  gon>  over  anri  the  committee  took 
into  consideratioia  the  fact  that  the  Traveller's  bid 
was  the  lowest,  and  consequently  it  was  our  duty, 
as  aembers  of  the  committee,  to  give  the  print- 
ing of  the  proceedings  to  th  ;  lowest  bidder.  The 
committee  c id  so  and  agreed  to  make  a  contract 
with  the  Traveller  Company  for  the  printing  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  Council  tor  one  year,  they 
agreerng  to  give  the  same  report  exactly  as  the 
Transcript  now  gives,  for  the  sum  of  $5000. 

Mr.  Crocker  ot  Ward  6 — I  would  lik»  to  ask 
whether  the  written  proposal  ot  the  Traveli  "^r,  as 
presented  to  the  cotnmitte-,  contained  the  state- 
ment that  the  report  should  be  as  full  as  that  now 
made  by  the  Transcript,  or  was  there  a  supple- 
mentary rtatement  to  that  effect  made  by  the  Al- 
derman after  the  committee  met? 

Mr.  Duggau  of  Ward  5 — If  I  jecollect  aright, 
the  gentleman  state!  verbally  that  fhe  report 
would  be  as  full,  and  the  ch  tirman  stated  that  the 
contract  fhouid  be  just  a«  strong  as  the  one  made 
with  the  Ttanscript  last  year,  and  that  the  report 
stumld  be  as  full  and  publi  hed  io  the  same  man- 
neSKsnow.  The  commidee  will  have  power  to 
break  thp  coutract  at  any  time. 

Mr.  Crocker— The  remarKs  of  the  ge:  tleman 
cor  vince  me  that  I  was  right,  and  confirm  tl>9 
idea  I  had  of  tbe  extremely  bad  policy  of  a  mem- 
ber of  that  committee  contracting  with  himself. 
It  seems  to  me  that  he  out  iu  a  proposal  before 
that  committee  which  was  no  proposal  at  all.  It 
was,  in  general  terms,  for  an  abstract;  and,  after 
the  proposals  were  offered,  he  seeing  that  he 
had  n't -taxed  enough  to  entitle  him  to  any  con- 
tract at  all,  added  enough  verballv  to  carry  his 
case.  After  the  proposals  were  opened,  he 
made  his  the  lowest  bid.  That  is  evr- 
deutly  and  plainly  an  atrot  iou"  way  of  doing 
thing's,  for  a  member  of  a  committee,  after  ad- 
vertising for  proposals  and  opening  them— one  of 
wnich  he  substantially  presented  himself—  io  go 
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and  alter  his  proposal,  which  was  not  the  lowest, 
und  then  have  it  accepted,  perhaps  by  his  own 
vote. 

Mr.  Kingsbury  of  Ward  15— In  justice  to  that 
Alderman,  I  wish  to  say  that  he  took  no  active 
part  ar,  all  in  the  business  of  that  meeting  apper- 
taining to  the  contract.  He  did  not  vote ;  he  simply 
answered  questions  asked  bitu  by  other  members 
of  the  30mujittee.  In  jusiice  ro  him  I  would  say 
he  did  not  take  any  part  at  all  in  relation  to  the 
contract,  which  was  awarded  simply  that  thev 
should  furnish  and  print  a  copv  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  various  meetings,  similar  to  the  re- 
ports alieady  made  by  the  Transcript.  I  think 
that  wad  stated ;  I  am  quite  positive  of  it.  Fui- 
t  her  more,  they  were  to  furnish  300  copies,  such  as 
we  receive  now,  and  all  to  be  included  in  that 
price.  After  the  bios  were  opened  the  Aldei  man 
stated  that  he  did  not  know  the  sum  named  in  the 
Traveller  bid.  It  was  made  by  the  business  man- 
ager, who  stated  that  the  Alderman  was  entirely 
ignorant  of  it  until  it  was  read  before  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  am  in  some  doubt 
what  is  the  best  course  to  pursue  in  this  matter. 
The  order  I  intended  to  offer  was  this : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Printing  be  in- 
structed, before  signing  a  contract  for  publishing 
the  reports  of  proceedings  of  the  City  Council,  to 
report  in  foil  what  proposals  theretor  they  have 
reeeived,  which  of  such  proposals,  if  any,  they 
have  accepted,  and  what  contract  for  such  publi- 
cation they  propose  to  make. 

If  it  is  desirable  for  the  Council  to  go  into  these 
facts  I  would  offer  that  as  a  substitute.  Bat  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  fact  that  the  gentleman 
is  largely  interested  in  the  Boston  Traveller, 
and  a  member  of  the  City  Government  at  the 
same  time,  is  suffirdent  to  lead  us,  without  further 
consideration  of  these  other  matters,  to  vote  that 
the  contract  shall  not  be  given  to  that  paper.  It 
seems  to  me  that  that  should  be  our  policy.  I 
think  we  are  prepared  to  vote  now  and  here  that 
we  will  not  give  the  contract  to  him,  whether  it  goes 
to  the  Transcript  or  not.  It  seems  that  the  Tran- 
script is  the  only  otner  party  making  a  proposal, 
■■•■■"'  I  think,  if  investigated  into,  it  will  De  found 
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that  it  was  the  only  oue  in  writing  that  was  ro  such 
a  shape  that  it  could  be  accepted,  If  the  Council 
desire  to  go  into  this  matter,  it  might  oe  done  by 
the  order  I  have  prepare!.  But  I  think  the  Coun- 
cil are  prepared  to  vote  that  th<v  don't  want  the 
statutes  evaded  ia  this  way,  ana  that  tne  contract 
shall  not  be  awarded  to  the  Traveller,  whatever 
may  be  the  result. 

Mr.  Whitmote  of  Ward  4-1  rise  simply  to  sec- 
ond the  proposition  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  6,  and  for  che  puipose  of  having  it  go  forth 
that  there  is  a  tee'ing  in  this  Council  that  an  im- 
proper act  has  be^n  committed.  I  think  no  one 
will  accuse  me  of  collusion  with  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  6  in  this  matter;  but  I  think  I  speak 
the  sentiments  of  ill  present  in  saying  that  we 
did  rot  expect  an  Alderman  of  the  city  ot  Boston 
would  seek  by  a  legal  quibble  to  pass  upon  public 
business  in  which  he  had  an  ioterest  apart  fiom 
that  of  toe  city  of  Boston.  I  had  supposed  the 
statute  covered  svery  conceivable  case;  if 
lam  wrong,  and  tne  statute  is  so  drawn  as  to 
enable  him  to  evade  it,  I  hope  it  will  not  be  al- 
lowed to  be  done.  If  the  facts  are  as  redeemed, 
I  hope  the  matter  will  be  referred  to  the"  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances,  io  consider  whether  the  law 
can  be  amniued.  The  law  was  amended  this  year. 
a,n0  lf  .has  Deen  so  easily  evaded,  I  move  chat  the 
Committee  on  Ordi<  ances  be  reouested  to  con- 
sider whether  aoy  change  in  the  statutes  and 
ordinances  on  this  subject  is  riesirable.  I  think 
we  should  see  whether  the  statutes  are  def?ccive 
upon  that,  point; 

The  President  ruled  th?t  the  motion  w  in  the 
nature  of  a,  separate  order  and  should  be  offered 
separately. 

Mr.  Persii  s  of  Ward  16— I  hoce  this  o-der  will 
pass.  This  is  not  the  first  time  the  Boston  Trav- 
eller has  tried  to  get  business  from  the  City  Gov- 
ernment; they  have  been  receiving  pay  from  ihs 
city  lor  advertising  for  the  last  eighteen  months, 
and  [  am  glad  to  see  this  older  introduced. 

Mr  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7  I  wish  to  ask  one 
question  for  information.  Tins  is  entirely  b;  yond 
the  control  of  the  Council,  as  I  undf-rstand  it. 
The  Committee  on  Printing  liave  powet  to  do 
wnat  they  please  in  this  matter,  and  if  thev  have 
done  wrong  it  is  the  fault  of  this  Council.  I  think 
it  shows  a  necessity  for  some  amendment  of  the 
ordinances,  ho  that  no  contract  made  b>  a  com- 
mittee   shall   be    binding  on  the  city  unless  con- 


firmed by  the  City  Council.  If  such  an  ordi- 
nance as  tLat  be  passed  it  will  prevent 
a  repetition  of  anything  that  tne  Council 
might  object  to.  We  ought  not  to  allow  commit- 
tees to  make  such  contracts.  I  should  like  to  ask 
one  question  of  the  members  of  the  committee, 
and  that  js  whether  they  considered  whether  the 
paper  they  gave  that  contract  to  had  tne  larger 
circulation  in  the  city  of  Boston  ?  The  reporting 
and  publishing  of  the  f  roceedmgs  of  the  City 
Government  isn't  so  much  for  the  members — how- 
ever much  we  may  like  to  see  our  speeches  in 
print— as  it  is  that  the  citizens  shall  know  what 
their  representatives  are  doing.  I  have  no  doubt 
a  simple  abstract  of  the  speeches,  including 
my  own,  would  be  much  better  than  ver- 
batim reports.  The  fact  that  one  paper  offers  to 
do  the  business  foi  $6000  and  another  for  $5000 
does  not  make  the  latter  the  lower  bidder.  A  pa- 
per with  a  circulation  of  two  or  three  thousand 
may  offer  to  do  the  business  for  $2000  or  $3000, 
while  an  offer  for  $6000  from  a  paper  having  a  cir- 
culation of  9000  or  10,000  would  be  much  cheaper. 
What  I  want  to  know  is  if  the  members  of  the 
committee  contrasted  the  circulation  of  those  two 
papers  in  the  city,  and  if  they  basad  their  vote 
upon  that,  or  simpryupoa  the  amount  of  money  in- 
volved. As  I  understand  it,  the  Trauscnpt  con- 
tracts to  publish  the  repoits  at  so  much  per  col- 
umn until  the  $6000  is  exhausted,  and  then  do 
the  work  right  along  without  receiving  any  more 
— so  that  if,  at  the  rate  of  $10  a  column,  the  $6000 
is  exhausted  by  the  1st  of  October,  they  guarantee 
to  perform  lhe  work  right  along,  and  receive  no 
moi  e  than  $6000.  I  have  been  inf ora.ed  that  that 
is  so. 

Mr.  Kingsbury — It  is. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald— A  member  of  the  committee 
says  it  is  so.  Then  it  makes  a  very  great  differ- 
ence, and  I  ihink  it  is  a  veiy  material  point  for 
the  committee  to  consider  the  circulation  of  the 
two  papers,  for  it  is  for  the  edification  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Boston  tnat  these  reports  are  published. 
[Pause.]  Not  a  single  member  of  the  committee 
can  answer  it,  and  I  take  it  for  granted,  therefore, 
that  tbev  are  ignorant  of  it. 

Mr.  Kiogsbury  of  Ward  15— I  would  say  that  1 
am  persoi  ally  ignorant  of  the  circulation  of  the 
two  papers ;  and  while  I  am  up  I  will  give  the  ba- 
sis which  the  committee  had  to  work  upon.  The 
Traveller  Printing  Company,  as  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  6  stated,  agreed  to  do  the  printing  for 
the  turn  of  $5000;  the  Transcript  agteed  to  do  the 
printing  for  $10  for  each  column  of  231  lines,  and 
furnish  300  printed  i  eports  such  as  the  members 
now  receive,  aDd  the  amount  was  limited  to  $6000. 
The  Transcript  appropriation,  I  undei stand, 
was  exhausted  sone  time  during  the  month 
of  March,  and  since  that  time  they  have  reported 
the  proceedings  at  their  own  exoense.  Taking 
that  as  a  criterion,  the  expense  of  printing  the  re- 
ports next  year  would  amount  to  something  like 
$7000— at  anv  rate  it  would  exbeust  the  entire  ap- 
propriation of  $6000;  and  as  the  Traveller  pro- 
posed to  do  the  same  work  fo:  $5000, 1,  as  one  of 
the  committee,  thought  I  was  in  duiybourdto 
give  tne  contract  to  that  paper. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  pa°sec.    Sent  up. 

PETITIONS    PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— Petition  of  R„ 
Holtres,  to  be  paid  lor  injuries  done  to  his  horse 
by  toe  breaking  of  the  culvert  on  Heath  street. 
Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Claims. 

By  Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12— Petition  ot  Comoany 
K,  First  Regiment. 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Armories.  Sent 
up. 

WIDENING  OF  PEARL  STREET. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Board 
of  Stieet  Co-nmis-iioners  transmit. ing  a  resolve 
srrd  order  for  the  widening  ot  Pearl  sfrept,between 
Franklin  and  High  streets,  by  taking  lano  of 
Emma  Caswell,  Edward  Brooks,  Alexander 
Strong,  hens  of  William  Bunage  and  Josiah  M. 
and  Frederick  Jones,  at  an  adjudged  expense  of 
$31,613  Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 
Sent  up. 

STORAGE  BASIN  IN  MYSTIC   VALLEY. 

The  following  was  received,  referred  to  Joint 
Committee  on  Water  and  sent  up  — 

To  the  City  Council  of  Boston -The  Mys:,'.'.  Wa- 
ter Board,  who  were*  diiected  by  an  order  of  the 
City  Council  of  Mav  19,  1875,  to  consider  and  re- 
port what  action  should  be  taken  by  the  city  on 
chapter  400  of  the  acts  of  the  year  1874,  being  an 
act  to  establish  a  storape  reservoir  iu  the  Mystic 
Valley;    also,  chaptei  202  of   the  act"- of   the  year 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


1875,  being  an  act  to  authorize  the  city  of  Boston 
to  consrruct  a  sewer  in  the  Mjstic  Valley,  beg 
leave  to  report — 

That,  after  careful  consideration  of  the  matter 
reterred  co  them,  ana  a  consultation  wito.  the 
City  Solicitor,  they  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  act  of  1874,  chapter  400,  and 
the  act  of  1875,  chapter  202,  should  both 
be  accepted  by  tne  City  Council,  and 
thpta  sewer  in  the  Mystic  Valley  should  be  con- 
structed with  as  little  delay  as  possible.  They 
have  requested  the  City  Engiue-r  to  make  esti- 
mates of  the  cost  of  two  systems  of  sewers  for 
preserving  the  purity  of  the  Mystic  Pond  water— 
ODe  of  sufficient  size  to  take  away  the  impurities 
which  now  discharge  into  Mystic  Pond,  the  other 
of  size  sufficient  to  include  the  drainag?  of  the 
towns  of  Woburn  and  Winchester — and  they  an- 
nex for  the  information  ot  the  Council  the  Engi- 
neer's repoit. 

The  board  are  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  the 
smaller  sewer,— the  lines  of  which  correspond  with 
the  plan  which  they  presented  to  rhe  City  Council 
in  City  Document  No.  94,— if  built,  will  accomplish 
the  object  sought,  viz.,  the  purification  of  the 
water  of  Mystic  pond,  and  tuey  respectfully  re- 
quest that  the  City  Council  will  pass  the  necessary 
orders  to  authorize  them  to  construct  sucd  a 
sewer. 

In  regard  to  the  construction  of  storage  reser- 
voirs under  the  act  of  1874,  th^y  have  to  report 
that  several  plans  and  estimates  have  been  pre- 
pared by  the  City  Engineer  and  considered  by  the 
board.  They  think  favorably  of  one  of  the  plans, 
which  proposes  the  laising    of    Horn  Pond  at  an 

estimated  cost  ot as  a  beginning,  and  after 

the  experience  of  last  winter  are  quite  sure  that 
a  portion  at  least  of  the  water  which  now 
runs  to  waste  should  be  saved.  There  is 
liability  of  its  being  needed,  and  besides  this, 
additional  storage  will  unquestionaoly  improve 
the  quaHty  of  the  water.  The  most  important 
matter  is  the  constiuction  of  asewer  which  sh'ou'd 
be  commenced  with  the  least  possible  delay,  and 
after  that  the  construction  of  one  ot  the  storage 
basins  should  follow. 

They  again  respectfully  urge  the   passage   of 
orders  authorizing  them  to  go  on  with  the  build- 
ing of  a  sewer  such  as  they  have  recommended. 
For  the  Mystic  Water  Board, 

Timothy  T.  Sawyer,  President. 

Charlestown,  June  24, 1875. 

Office  or  the  City  Engineer,  I 

CrTY  Hall,  Boston,  June  4, 1875.     ) 

T.  T.  Sawyer,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Mystic 
Water  Board :  Sir — In  compliance  with  the  vote 
of  May  27,  of  your  board,  I  have  made,  estimates 
of  the  cost  of  two  >ystems  of  sewers  for  preserv- 
ing the  purny  of  the  Mystic-Pond  wat*r;— "One 
of  sufficient  size  to  take  away  the  impurities  which 
now  discharge  into  Mystic  Pond,  the  other  of  size 
sufficient  to  include  the  diainagr-  of  the  towiu  of 
Woouru  and  Winchester,"  and  heieiu  present  the 
results  for  your  consideration. 

The  general  character  of  the  sewers  and  drains 
and  their  sizes  were  discussed  at  the  meeting  of 
May  27.  and  it  is  not  necessary  therefore  to  give 
detailed  descriptions  here. 

Both  systems  are  to  have  their  outfall  at  the 
upper  end  of  the  lower  Mvscic  Poad,  as  providea 
in  the  Legislative  act. 

The  cost  of  the  system  of  smaller  sized  seweis 
and  drains  is  estimated  at  $205,000. 

this  system  is  of  capacity  to  provide  not  only 
for  the  present  discharge  from  the  various  tan- 
neries ard  other  manufactories,  but  also  for  a 
considerable  future  mctease. 

The  estimate  is  based  upon  the  use  of  bricks  for 
the  main  sewer  aDd  stouewate  pipes  for  the 
branches. 

The  lines  of  the  sewers  correspond  with  those 
shown  on  the  mip  made  by  Mr..  Thomas  Doaine, 
out  the  diameieis  of  the  brauches  are  somewhat 
greater. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  largei  system  is 
$530,000. 

In  this  system  the  drainage  of  Stoceham.  East 
Woburn,  Woburn  Centre  and  Cummingsvtlle  is 
carried  to  Winchester  in  bratch  sewers  (built 
with  brick)  and  f i  om  there  conducted  to  the  lower 
Mystic  in  a  main  sewer  aix  feet  diameter. 

Should  the  above  towns  and  villages  carry  out 
a  system  ot  drainage,  town  mains,  to  connect 
with  the  branches  above  mentioned  will  be  re- 
quired, but  it  is  thought  these  should  be  cou- 
stjucted  at  tae  expense  of  the  to<vns. 

To  dispose  of  the  discharge  from  the  manufac- 
tories, either  the  brooks  leading  from  them  may 


be  emptied  into  the  branch  sewers,  or  pipe  drains 
may  be  laid  for  the  purpose. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Joseph  P.  Davis,  City  Engineer. 

MONUMENT  AT  YORKTOWN. 

The  fallowing,  presented  by  Mr.  Kimball  of 
Ward  6,  was  referred  to  a  sp?cial  committee,  con- 
sisting of  Messrs.  Kimball  of  Ward  6,  Peabody  of 
Ward  9,  ano  Felt  of  Ward  ll,  witn  such  as  the 
Aldermen  may  join,  and  sent  up: 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council :  Gentlemen 
—I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  com- 
munication from  Hon.  George  Bancroft,  a  son  of 
Massachusetts,  and  tovmsily  a  citizen  of  Boston, 
suggesting  the  propriety  of  some  action  at  this 
tim-  on  the  pait  of  the  City  Government  to  re- 
deem the  p'edge  made  by  Congress  on  the  29th  of 
October,  1781,  to  build  a  monument  at  Yorktown, 
Va..  commemorative  of  the  great  victory  which 
secured  the  recognition  of  our  mdepeadence. 

I  cannot  but  think  that  in  the  national  enthusi- 
asm attending  this  centennial  period,  the  people 
of  this  country  will  expect  Congress  t  >  redeem 
the  pie  lge  solemnly  givea  in  1781.  A.nd  it  would 
seem  to  be  fitting  that  Boston,  as  having  within 
its  limits  the  monument  commemorating  the  first 
pitched  battle  of  the  Revolution,  at  Bunker  Hill, 
should  be  foremost  and  earnest  in  its  endeavors 
to  secure  the  erection  of  a  like  memorial  of  the 
last  and  crowning  battle  at  Ycrkto??n,  Va.  The 
most  obvious  method  would  appear  to  be  a  peti- 
tion to  Congress,  with  the  expectation  that  other 
cities,  and  the  whole  country,  will  cordially  unite 
with  us  m  such  an  effoi1^  itosecute  an  object  so 
appropriate  and  desirable.  Some  action  on  our 
part  in  this  direction,  whether  in  the  manner  pro- 
posed oi  any  other,  I  should  regard  as  a  natural 
sequel  to  our  own  recent  celebration,  in  which  we 
had  the  happiness  of  uniting  fraternally  with  our 
fellow  citizens  from  all  sections  of  the  country  in 
commemorating  the  illustrious  deeds  of  our 
fathers,  and  their's,  a  hundred  years  ago. 

I  commend  the  subject  to  your  respectful  con- 
sideration. Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor. 
Newport,  R.  I.,  June  22, 1875. 

My  Dear  Mr.  Mayor— The  ceremonies  for  the 
cou  cennial  celebration  of  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill 
have  been  appropriately  closed  by  a  solemn  and 
affectionate  tare  well  to  the  military  guests  from 
Virginia.  It  brings  to  mind  the  years  wheia  dur- 
ing che  severe  trials  of  Massachusetts,  that  an- 
cient Commonwealth,  always  and  ever  at  the 
right  moment  gave  to  her  sister  colony  her 
heartiest,  and  firmest,  aDd  most  needed  support, 
and  when  the  two  were  bound  together  by  the 
undying  patriotism  that  springs  from  the  love 
of  freedom  and  of  man. 

Yon  have  renewed  with  her  representatives  the 
old  aud  intimate  union  between  the  States;  but 
the  flowers,  which  profusely  decorated  your 
streets  while  tney  were  with  you,  have  faded 
away;  your  living  words  of  friendship  were  in- 
trusted'to  che  air,  but  the  memoiyof  >?bat  you 
have  done  ought  to  be  perpetuated  by  an  endur- 
ing rnonnment.  The  counterpart  of  the  battle  of 
BunSer  Hill  is  found  at  Yorktown.  Our  peo- 
ple retired  from  Bunker  Hill  after  a 
glorious  and  effective  resistance;  the  vic- 
tory at  Yorktown  achieved  by  the  united 
torces  of  Virginia,  New  England  ana  the 
intermediate  States,  and  our  heroic  ard  generous 
allies,  was  the  signal  for  tne  enemy  to  retire  fiom 
the  un natural  conflict  *>hich  thsy  had  nrovoked; 
so  that  the  giving  up  of  the  swora  of  the  British 
commander  and  the  surrender  of  his  army  to  the 
great  Virginian,  the  great  American,  the  be^t  rep- 
resentative of  his  country  and  his  century,  was 
haupily  the  perfected  triumph  of  peace.  The  one 
great  event  was  com  oleted  by  the  other.  On 
Bunker  Hill  you  have  raised  the  commemorative 
column  and  status;  on  the  29th  of  October,  1781, 
Congress  pledged  to  the  victorious  army,  to 
France,  co  America,  to  the  world,  that  the  nation 
should  build  at  Yorktown  a  monument  of  mamle 
with  emblems  of  our  great  alliance  to  keep  fresh 
in  memory  the  all-decisive  successes  which  had 
been  achieved. 

Let  the  occasion  of  your  centennial  be  taken  to 
redeem  that  pledge,  by  which  you  ana  all  of  us,, 
everv  village  aud  every  city  and  every  State,  are 
engaged. 

Bunker  Hill  is  now  within  the  preci.cts  of  Bos- 
ton. How  the  Union  would  respond  to  your  City 
Government  if  it  would  requ-st  Congress  to  re- 
deem the  public  faith  by  fulftlJing  the  promise 
of  our  fathers.  A  shadow  will  oe  thrown 
over    the     coming     centennial     at     Yorktown,. 


JUNE       24,       1875. 


372 


if ,  when  we  meet  on  that  spot,  their  word  shall 
not  yet  have  been  honored. 

If"  I  need  to  offer  any  apology  for  addiess- 
iat;  you  on  this  occasion,  I  can  only  plead  that  1 
am  a  native  of  Massachusetts;  that  I  was  for 
many  years  a  cinzen  of  Boston,  and  that  of  those 
who  were  commissioned  to  speak,  whether  at  the 
semi-centennial  of  Bunker  Hill  battle,  or  the  lay- 
ing the  corner  stone,   or   the   completion  of   the 


monument,  I  (selected,  to  be  sure,  only  as  a  re- 
serve) alone  remain  alive  to  express  what  would 
have  been  the  praver  of  tbem  all  not  less  than  my 
own.  I  remain,  my  dear  Mr.  Mayor, 

Most  sinceiely  yours, 

George  Bancroft. 
To  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  13,  the  Coun- 
cil adjourned. 
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CITY   OF   BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JUNE    28,    1875. 


Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Aloer- 
man  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JUBOKS  DRAWN. 

Twenty-two  grand  jurors  were  drawn  for  the 
July  term  ot  the  Superior  Criminal  Court,  and 
nine  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  toe  Charle  - 
town  Municipal  Court. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS. 

Special    Police   Officers—  J^mes   D,   Percival, 
Derby  and  Clifton  places  and  the  vicmity  ;  Norton 
Folsom,  Massachusetts  General  Hospital. 
Severally  confirmed .  '„'  ' 

Police  Officers— Frank  H.  Carey,  Michael  F. 
Kellv,  Albert  M.  Haie.  Orlando  C.  Riley,  Joseph 
M.Rock,  Edmund  W.  Slack,  George  R.  Tarbell, 
Daniel  W.Carey.  Jobn  Walsh,  Jacob  G.  Ruby, 
Charles  H.  Killey,  Ham'm  W.  Calder,  Joseph  H. 
Rankin,  George  W.  Wittaarn,  Cnarles  D.  Hf  ushaw, 
Morrill  G.  Curtis,  Lowell  M.  Stevenson,  Albeit  N. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Police. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  Blar- 
tin  Hayes,  for  extension  of  time  in  which  to  build 
on  land  on  Albany,  corner  of  East  Newton  street. 

Ricbard  Leeds,  for  extension  of  time  in  which 
to  build  on  land  on  corner  of  Albany  and  Snaron 

Stl  6**tS. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 
Requests  of  School  Committee  that  additional 
laoa  oe  purchased  for  the  Eliot  High  School, 
Ward  17 ;  for  an  additional  primary  schoolhouse 
in  the  Sherwin  District;  that  accommodations  be 
provided  for  a  high  school  at  East  Boston. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  Lewis  Rice  &  Son, 
for  leave  to  maintain  his  lamps  on  the  front  of 
the  American  House. 

John  T.   Willey  et  al.,  that  a  lamp  projecting 
from  the  Creighton  House  be  allowed  to   remain. 
To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.    C.  S.  Blood  & 
Co.,  for  license  as  auctioneers  at  219  Broadway. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Maurice  Lynch,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
new  jiick  stable  for  one  horse,  on  Fai  well  avenue. 
Stephen  J.  Moultou,  tor  leave  to  occupy  anew 
wooden  stable  for  tv.o  horses,  on  Highland 
avenue. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Common  and  Public 
Grounds.  Henry  'W.  Williams  et  al.,  for  removal 
of  abuiiuing  recently  placed  on  the  Public  Gar- 
den for  exnibition  of  "a  camera  o'cscuia;  aud  peti- 
tion of  C.  J.  Morrill  in  aid  of  same,  citing  statutes 
on  the  subject. 

To  the  Committee  on  Hewers.  James  Allen  et 
al.,  for  sewer  in  portion  of  Maverick  street,  East 
Boston. 

G.  E.  Todd  et  al.,  that  a  sev/er  be  constructed  in 
WoodJine street, Dorchester  avenue;  and  John  B. 
Taft  et  al.,  that  the  construction  of  the  Pleasant- 
street  sewer  in  Ward  16  be  deferred  for  one  year. 
To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Petitions  for 
Edgestones  and  Brick  Sidewalks— John  J.  Wil- 
liams, at  1380  Washington  street. 

Petitions  tor  Edgestones— William  Lind,  at  29 
Hammond  park;  C.  B.  Cabot,  at  her  e'tateon 
Greeoough  avenue. 

Petitions  for  Leave  to  Move  Wooden  Buildings — 
John  t.  Sanborn,  from  Winthrop  street,  Ward  20, 
through  Winthrop,  Lexington  and  Medford 
streets  to  Medford  street;  W.  R.  Cavanagh,  from 
Boston  street,  Ward  1G,  to  Boston  street,  near  Dor- 
chester avsnue,  Ward  12. 

Petitions  for  Brick  Sr'ewalk— Harvey  Carpenter 
et  al.,  Baldwin  street,  near  Main  street,  Charles- 
town  ;  W.  H.Duirell,  Fordinand  street,  trtm  Pied- 
mont to  Fayette  stiff  t. 

Brookline  Water  Commissioners,  for  leave  to 
erect  a  line  of  telegraph  through  a  portion  of 
West  Roxbury. 

Ctaarle.'  R.  train  et  al.,  that  the  city  p;y  a  part 
of  expense  ot  watering  Marlborough  street,  be- 
tween Exeter  and  Fairfield  streets. 

Dani?i  McLaughlin,  tor  extension  ot  time  of 
closing  North  Maiein  street. 

William  Macomber,  executor,  to  be  paid  tor 
grade  damages,  at  39  Second  street. 


Edward  J.  Jones  el  al.,  that  the  city  contribute 
to  the  expense  of  sprinkling  Northampton  street, 
between  Tremont   street  and  Columbus  avenue. 

James  Tucker  et  al.,  that  a  portion  of  Washing- 
ton street,Ward  16,  be  sprinkled  with  fresh  water, 
and  partly  at  cost  of  the  city. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  Bridges  to  contract 
for  rebuilding  M?lden  Bridge,  at  an  expense  not 
exceeding  |75,000.    Passed. 

OrdM'  for  the  Committee  on  Bridges  to  contract 
for  rebuilding  the  draw  and  repairing  the  piers  of 
Meridian-street  Bridge,  at  an  expense  net  exceed- 
ing $7000.    Passed; 

PAPERS   FROM   THE   COMMON   COUNCIL   FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Petitions  of  R.,Holmes  ana  Co.  K,  Fiist  Regi- 
ment.   Referred. 

Certificate  of  election  of  Benjamin  Dean  as  a 
Director  for  Public  institutions,  in  place  of  Na- 
thauiel  Adams,  chosen  by  this  Board.  The  Board 
proceeded  to  ballot.  Aldermen  Viles  aud  O'Brien 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  collect  and  count 
votes.    They  reported— 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  for  a  choice 7 

Nathaniel  Adams 4 

Benjamin  Dean 8 

And  Mr.  Dean  was  declared  elected  iu  conccur- 
rence. 

A  report  of  Mystic  Water  Board  lecommanding 
the  construction  of  storage  basins  and  a  sewer  in 
connection  with  Mystic  Water  Works  came  up 
referred  to  Committee  on  Water. 

A  resolve  aud  order  of  the  Street  Commissioners 
to  widen  Peail  street,  between  Franklin  aud  High 
streets,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $31,613,  came  up 
referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Streets.  Con- 
curred. 

A  communication  f;  om  the  Mayor,  suggesting 
an  application  to  Congress  for  the  fulfilment  o£ 
the  promise  to  erect  a  monument  on  the  revolu- 
tionary battle  field  at  Yorktown,  Va.,  came  up, 
with  appointment  of  Messrs.  Kimball,  Peabody 
and  Felt  (to  be  joined)  as  a  committee  co  consider 
the  subject.  The  Board  concurred,  and  AlchrmeD 
Qnincy  and  Viles  were  appointed  on  said  couimit- 
te?. 

Adherence  by  Common  Council  to  their  vote 
upon  ths  ordinance  or  majority  of  Committee  on 
Water,  on  subject  of  the  constitution  of  theWater 
Boaid,  and  appointment  of  Messrs.  Flynn,  Bairy 
ana  Pierce  a  committee  to  confer  with  the  Board 
on  that  subject.  The  Board  concurred,  and  Alder- 
men Burrage,  Pope  and  Quincy  were  appointed  a 
committee  of  conference. 

THE  OFFICIAL  REPORT. 

Au  order  came  up  instructing  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  in  executing  the  order  tor  au  official 
report,  not  to  contract  with  any  firm,  a  member  of 
which,  or  any  corporation, a  stockholder  m  which, 
is  a  member  of  the  City  Council. 

Alderman  Worthitigton—'Vhen  I  first  became  a 
member  of  the  City  <jover.nirjent,  the  question 
was>  raised  whether  my  paper,  wnich  is  owned  by 
a  corporation,  had  a  light  to  receive  adver- 
tising from  the  city  while  I  occupied  a  seat  at  this 
Board.  The  question  was  immediately  referred 
to  the  City  Solicitor,  who  decided  that  the  paper 
undoubtedly  had  that  right,  I  beiug  but  astock- 
holdej  in  the  corporation,  which  was  incorporated 
by  special  act  of  the  Legislature  in  1858 ; 
and  tuac  has  cnutinuecl  up  to  the  pres- 
ent time.  When  the  advertisement  tor  pro- 
posals for  publishing  the  official  report  was 
issued  a  short  time  ago,  my  associates  in  that  cor- 
poi  atio.i  felt  that  tbev  had  the  same  right  to  con- 
tract to  do  the  reporting  that  taey  had  to  receive 
city  advertising,  and  they  answered  the  advertise- 
ment. I  have  in  my  hand  two  communications 
which  I  desire,  sir,  that  you  will  read  tor  the  ben- 
efit of  the  members  ot  this  Board.  First,  sir,  I 
will  ask  you  to  read  the  City  Solicitor's  letter, 
which  shows  that  no  law  has  been  passed  that  in- 
terferes1 with  the  arrangement  in  any  way  what- 
ever 

The  Chairroau  lead  the  following: 

City  Solicitor's  Office, 
2  Pemberton  Square, 
Boston,  Juae  22, 1875.  ] 

George  Coolidge,  Esq.:  Dear  Sir— 1  understand 
that  the  Traveller  establishment  is  owned  and 
conducted  by  a  corporation.  If  this  be*  so,  the 
corporation  may  enter  into  a  contract  with  the 
city  for  printing,  tic.  without  violation  of  the 
provisions  of  the  232d  cbaptei  of  the  statutes  of 
the  present  year,  notwithstanding   Mr.  Worthing- 
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ton  is  a  me  raise  t  ot  the  Boaid  of  Aldermen  and 
also  a  stockholder  in  the  corporation.  A.  corpora- 
tion has  its  existence  incependenrof  rhe  corpora- 
tors, aud  may  be  sued  bv  any  one  of  them  in  the 
same  manner  as  by  any  other  person. 

Yours  truly,  J.  P.  Healy. 

Alderman  Worthiugtou — In  another  portion  of 
the  City  Government  remarks  were  made  that  I 
think  weie  entirely  uncalled  tor,  and  were  the  re- 
sult of  the  ignorance  of  the  man  who  made  them, 
be  not  Knowing  how  the  chatter  stood  in  regard  co 
the  Committee  on  Briuting.  I  will  tberetoie  ask 
you,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  re»d  the  advertisement  of 
the  committee,  and  the  bid  made  from  the  Travel- 
ler office. 

The  Chairman  read  as  follows: 

"Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Prio'tin'sfj  City  Hall,  un- 
til Satuiday,  June  19,  at  twelve  o'clock,  noon,  tor 
making  careful  aud  accurate  reports  of  the  pub- 
lic proceed^ogs  and  abstracts  of  the  debates  in 
the  Board  of  Aldermeu  and  the  Common  Council, 
ft  regular  and  special  meetings,  aud  priutiag  said 
reports  in  one  of  the  daily  papers  of  Boston,  on 
the  same  or  the  following  day ;  and  also  supply- 
ing 300  copies,  reprinted  in  form  of  samples  to  be 
seen  i a  the  office  above  named.  City  circulation 
will  be  considered  in  awarding  the  contract.  An 
evening  paper  preferred.  Tb^  committee  reserve 
the  right  10   lejsct  any  or  all   proposals. 

James  Power,  Chairman. 

Office  of  Boston  Daily  Traveller,  ) 

Boston,  June  18,  1875.     ) 

Alderman  James  Power,  Chairman  Committee 
on  Printing — In  response  to  annexed  advertise- 
ment, inviting  proposals  for  piinting  proceedings 
and  debater  of  the  city,  the  unoersigned,  for  the 
Traveller  Newspaper  Association,  will  make  care- 
ful and  accurate  reports  of  the  public  proceedings 
and  abstracts  ot  the  debates  in  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen and  the  Common  Council,  at  regular  and 
special  meetings,  and  print  said  reports  in  the 
Daily  Evening  i'raveller  on  tire  same  or  the  fol- 
lowing day,  and  supplj  300  copies  reprinted  ai 
same  iorrn  as  now  furnished,  for  the  sum  of  §5000 
per  annum.  Traveller  Newspaper  Association . 
Per  James  W.  Dunphy. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  have  put  in  those  pa- 
pers and  asked  you  to  read  them,  Mr.  Chairman, 
that  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  know  exactly  what 
the  bid  was.  It  will  be  noticed  that  Mr.  Dunphy, 
in  making  his  bid,  exactly  followed  the  language 
of  the  advertisement.  As  soon  as  that  was  read 
to  the  Committee  on  Printing — arid  1  was  not 
aware  of  its  contents  till  it  was  read  there— I  said, 
"As  I  am  interested  in  the  Traveller  I  leave  that 
to  the  committee  to  act  upon,"  and  immediately 
withdrew  ray  chair  and  sat  back  against 
the  desk  to  await  their  action.  The  chair- 
man of  the  committe  turned  to  me  and 
st.id,  "Does  this  bid  call  for  a  verbatim 
report,  or  will  the  Traveller  give  a  verbatim 
report?"  I  think  I  give  the  rxact  words. 
I  saic.  that  the  Traveller,  if  selected  to  do 
that  work,  would  give  a  verbatim  leport;  and  that 
was  about  all  the  conversation  there  was.  This  I 
say  in  answer  to  the  remaiks  made  in  the  other 
branch.  Now,  sir,  I  can  see  that  this  may  be  em- 
barrassing to  my  associates  m  this  Board,  and  lest 
it  may  be  possible  for  something  to  come  up  which 
will  interfere  with  the  business  or  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  by  which  parties  would  get  an  advan- 
tage from  the  city— though  I  cao  see  no  advantage 
that  the  Traveller  Asssociation,  or  an>  one,  c^n 
get  upon^a  contract  for  tbis  work  to  be  done  for 
one  year  for  a  given  sum,  at  least.,  by 
which  there  can  be  any  cheating,  or.  any 
such  advantage  gained  as  was  alluded  to  in  the 
other  branch — I  now  propose  to  withdraw  the  bid 
and  take  it  out  of  the  hands  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment. I  do  that,  I  know,  very  much  to  the  disad- 
vantage of  my  associates  in  publishing  the  Trav- 
eller, for  they  made  tte  bid  in  good  faith,  believ- 
ing that  they  can  do  the  work  as  well  as  any  other 
pjper  can  do  it,  and  for  the  sum  of  money  they 
have  named. 

The  Chairman— What  action  will  the  Board 
take? 

Alderman  Harris— What  is  the  difference  be- 
tween the  other  proposal  and  that  made  from  the 
Traveller  Office?  I  would  like  to  have  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  give  us  something  upon 
that  point. 

Ald^iman  Power— It  is  impossible  for  any  one 
to  say  mi  hat  th»  difference  might  be;  it  depends 
entirely  on  the  amount  or'  talking  we  do  during 
the  coming  year.  Taking  the  past  as  a  ba?is  for 
the  future,  I  mean  for  such  a  report  as  has  bteu 


given  by  the  Boston  Transcript,  at  so  much  per 
column ,  at  the  price  they  have  been  paid,  it  would 
amount  to  considerablemore  money.  For  the  past 
year  it  would  amount  to  at  least  $7000  if  done 
by  the  column,  and  so  much  per  sheet  for  each  of 
the  slips,  which  are  left  upon  ihe  desks  of  the 
Alcermen  and  Councilmen.  That  is  the  informa- 
tion that  I  suppose  the  Alde'm-in  desires.  I  «oud 
say,  furthermore,  that  so  far  as  the  Alderman 
r  Alderman  Worthington!  has  s-oo^en  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Punting,  I  believe  be  has  given  about 
the  exact  words.  The  committee  had  fully  dis- 
eased the  kind  of  report  that  the  Government 
would  be  satisfied  wi  h,  ind  it  was  the  sense  of 
members  on  the  part  <'f  the  majority — the  uaaw- 
mous  opinion  of  the  Common  Council — that  they 
would  be  satisfied  vith  nothing  short  of  such  a 
report  as  rhe  Boston  Transcript  has  been 
in  the  habit  of  giving,  which  is  virtually  a 
verbatim  ieport,  though  that,  under  the  contract, 
is  not  called  to  \  The  contract  reads  just  as  the 
Aldermen  have  heard  stated  m  the' advertise- 
ment. i>etore  voting  upon  the  question  &<"■  to 
whom  the  contract  sboulo  be  given,  I  questioned, 
the  Alderman  from  Ward  15,  knowing  that  he 
was  conc-cted  v.ith  the  Traveller,  if  the  bid  made 
by  that  paper  contemplated  giving  this  Govern- 
ment just  such  a  report  as  the  Tjanscript  had 
been  giving.  He  said  it  meant  that,  aud  that  if 
the  contract  were  awarded  to  tie  Tiaveller  they 
woulri  give  a  verbatim  r-port  such  as  the 
Transcript  htd  ieea  giving.  With  that  in- 
formation, I  yotsd  to  award  me  contract 
to  the  Traveler;  and  in  consideiatiou  of 
that  fact,  I  claimed  the  right  to  come  in  here  and 
attempt  to  bieak  thf.  rontiact  at  any  time,  should 
the  report  not  ioe  as  full  as  that  given  by  the 
Trar script.  The  other  members  of  the  committee 
said  the  Council  would  only  be  satisfied  with  such 
a  report  as  the  Transcript  gives  no.-*. 

Alderman  Worthington — Did  I  not  s=>y  it  might 
b^-  put  into  the  contract  that  it  should  be  a  ver- 
batim report? 

Alderman  Power — Now  that  the  Alderman  has 
mentioned' the  fact,  it  seems  to  me  he  did  say 
something  like  that.  Now  that  he  reminds  me  of 
it,  I  toink  there  was  something  like  that  said. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  wish  it  understood 
by  the  Board  that  I  have  withdrawn  the  bid  for 
the  coutract. 

Alderman  O'Brien— Therv  is  one  thing  about 
this  order  that  I  dislike.  It  implies  a  censure 
upon  the  Printing  Committee  and  upon  a  mem- 
ber of  this  Bo- rd.  As  the  gentleman  has  with- 
drawn the  Traveller's  bid,  I  hope  the  order  will 
be  rejected,  and  that  we  shall  leave  the  matter  as 
it  stood  before  it  came  to  us.  The  oraer  implies  a 
censure  upon  that  committee  ana  upon  a  member 
of  this  Board,  and  I  don't  wish  to  be  a  party  to  it. 
Alderman  Quincy — lam  unable  to  take  the  view 
t^at  the  passage  of  the  order  implies  a  censure 
upon  the  Committee  on  Printing,  and  I  intended 
to  give  my  views  in  favor  of  concurring  in  the  or- 
der as  it  came  down  to  us.  The  Alderman  having 
been  empowered  by  the  corporation  to  withdraw 
the  bid,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  case  falls 
and  there  is  nothing  for  us  to  act  upon;  and  there 
being  no  case  to  which  the  order  would  apply,  I 
think  it  hardly  worth  while  for  us  to  lay  down  a 
platform  of  principle  nnon  which  to  act  when  a 
case  arises  in  the  future.  I  think  the  best  dispo- 
sition of  the  order  would  be  to  indefinitely  post- 
pone it,  and  I  make  that  motion. 

Alderman  Prescott — It  seems  to  me  that  an  in- 
definite postponement  would  he  the  most  proper 
disposition  of  the  order.  I  heartily  indorse  «*hat 
has  been  said  by  the  Alderman  from  Ward  14,  and 
I  think  toe  sentiment  will  De  indorsed  by  every 
mem ~er  of  this  Board.  I  do  not  believe  the  Al- 
derman from  Ward  15  has  sought  to  tak?  any  un- 
due advantage  from  the  city  of  Boston,  although 
his  action  in  putting  in  a,  bid  for  the  committee 
was  perhaps  againsi  the  spirit,  if  not  against  the 
letter,  of  the  act  passed  by  the  Legislature.  I  do 
not  believe  that  any  associate  of  that  memher 
around  this  Hoard  believes  that  he  is  capable  of 
taking  any  action  but  such  as  is  for  the  public  in- 
terest. I  hope  the  order  will  bs  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 
The  order  was  mdefmitdly  postponed. 

LAFAYETTE  SQUARE. 

\  petition  was  received  fiom  P.  A.  Collins,  at- 
torney for  Kichard  Frocbingham  et  al.,  to  be  heard 
ou  subject  of  name  of  area  Pt  junction  of  Warren 
and  Main  streets. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy,  the  subject  was 
specially  assigned  for  half-past  four  o'clock  P.  M. 
on  Tuesday,  July  6,  for  a  hearing. 
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INVITATION  ACCEPTED. 

An  invitation  was  received  from  Post  No.  7,  G. 
A.  R.,  for  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  to  attend 
service  at  Music  Hal),  July  4th,  at  2.30  P.M., 
when  a  lecture  will  be  delivered  by  Colonel  A.  W. 
Spates  of  the  Fifth  Maryland  Regiment.  Ac- 
cepted, on  motion  of  Alderman  Harris.  Sent 
down. 

JAIL  EXPENSES. 

A  requisition  was  received  from  the  Sheriff  of 
Suffolk  County  for  $1958.06,  for  expenses  of  the 
jail  tor  June.    Approved  and  ordered  paid. 

PETITION  FOE  STEAM  ENGINE. 

A  petition  was  received  from  Gilman  &  Cheney, 
for  leave  to  use  a  steam  engine  at  47-61  Meoford 
street,  Charlestown,  and  an  order  of  notice  was 
passed  for  a  healing  thereon  on  Monday,  July 
19th,  next,  at  4  o'clock  P.  M. 

REMOVAL  OF  TREES. 

The  chairman  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common  on  the  part  of  the  Boaid  in 
favor  of  granting  nermits  to  remove  trees  at  their 
own  expense  to  S.  R.  Paysoo  on  Forest  street  and 
H.  R.  Groce  on  Brighton  avenue.    Accepted. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Alderman  O'Brien  submitted  reports  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands  on  petitions  of 
John  Carew  and  E.  A.  Cushing,  administrators, 
recommending  the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  time  for  buildiog  upon  a  lot 
of  land  on  East  Fourth  street,  as  sold  by  the  city 
in  1871,  be  extended  to  July  1, 1876,  upon  condition 
that  John  Carew,  the  present  owner  thereof,  shall 
pay  to  the  Superintendent  of  Public  La^ds  the 
sum  of  §75  within  ten  days  of  the  passage  of  this 
order. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  time  for  building  upon  land 
ou  Albany  street,  b&tween  Canton  and  Broofeline 
stieets,  as  sold  bv  the  citv  in  1872,  be  extended  to 
July  1 , 1.876,  upon  condition  that  E.  A.  Cushing, 
administratrix,  shall  pay  to  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Lands  the  sum  of  $200  within  ten  days  of 
the  passage  of  this  order. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Severally  sent  down. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Sewers: 

Orders  of  notice  for  hearings  on  Tuesday,  July 
6,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  expedience  of  con- 
structing sewers  in  Marion  street,  between  Mon- 
mouth and  White  streets ;  in  Dorchester  avenue, 
between  Power  and  Hyde  streets.  Severally 
passed. 

Order  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Paris 
street,  between  Marion  and  Brook.-  streets.  Read 
twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $29.20  be  abated  from 
the  assessment  of  the  East  Bostou  Company  tor  a 
sewer  in  Chelsea  street,  and  the  same  amount  be 
assessed  upon  Michael  Keaticg;  also  that  $106.50 
be  abated  from  the  assessment  of  vVillard  T. 
hears  for  a  sewer  in  Marlborough  street  on  ac- 
count of  overestimate  of  land. 

Read  twice  and  pissed. 

Orders  for  hearings  on  Monday,  July  12,  next,  at 
four  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  the  subject  of  taking  lands 
for  sewers,  as  follows:  From  Charles  A.Green, 
and  other  persons  unknown,  for  sewer  through 
and  ?Jong  the  centre  line  of  Berkeley  place,  Ham- 
let street  a»id  Everett  avenue;  from  Stephen  M. 
Allen,  for  sewer  through  and  along  the  centre 
line  of  Notre  Dame  street,  between  Bragdon  street 
and  Cooman  avenue,  and  through  and  along  the 
centre  line  of  Cod  man  park,  from  Townsend 
street  to  a  point  600  feet  southerly  from  said 
street;  from  Henry  Humphrey,  Charles  A.  Green 
and  Benjamin  Burlingame,  for  sewer  through 
lands  of  said  Humphrey  from  Humphrey  street 
through  Berkeley  place,  etc.;  from  John  G.  All- 
bright,  and  other  persons  unknown,  for  sewer 
through  and  along  the  centre  line  of  Allbright 
court,  betwsen  Boston  and  Sumner  streets;  from 
J.  Atuory  Codman  and  the  heirs  of  Henry  Cod- 
man,  for  sewer  in  Bragdon  street,  so  cal  ed,  from 
Amory  street  to  Washington  street.  Orders  sev- 
erally passed. 

BROAD-STREET  EXTENSION. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  an  ordet  from  the 
Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Board  to 
pay  the  proprietor  of  Liverpool  wharf  $34,533.50, 
for  land  taken  and  damages  occasioned  by  the 
widening  of  Broad  street  by  an  oider  of  June  9, 
1873. 


Alderman  Prescott— Is  that  the  amount  of  the 
original  award  when  the  street  was  laid  out  two 
years  ago? 

Alderman  Harris— It  is  the  awaid  made  by  the 
Street  Commissioners. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

SURVEY  AND  INSPECTION  OF  BUILDINGS. 

Alderman  Pope  submitted  reports  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings,  with  orders  authorizing  the  issuing  of 
permits  to  erect  buildings,  according  t©  applica- 
tions on  file,  as  follows:  George  &  Proctor,  East 
Fiist  street;  Giloert  Williams,  Medford  street  (to 
enlarge).    Orders  severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  petition  o£ 
Gilman  C.  Hickok  for  leave  to  erect  wooden  build- 
ing on  Miller  street,  Ward  20,  the  petition  having 
been  withdrawn.    Accepted. 

Severally  sent  down. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses,  as  follows: 

Minors'  Applications  Granted— Six  newsboys. 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted— Bethesda  Lodge 
No.  30, 1.  O.  O.  F.,  to  hold  a  fair  at  Wait's  Hall, 
South  Boston,  in  October  next. 

Hack  Licenses  Grantee — Albert  Hinds,  9-11 
KneeUnd  street;  D.  C.  Hennessey,  205-207  Shaw- 
mut  avenue;  Edward  Brackett,  Providence  street. 

Licenses  to  Deal  in  Second  Hand  Articles  Re- 
newed— Abraham  Isaac,  end  179  others. 

Pawnbroker'  Licenses  Renewed — Abraham 
Aaronson,  and  79  others. 

Auctioneers'  Licenses  Renewed— Holbrook  & 
Fox,  and  27  others. 

Severally  accepted. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Al  lei  man  Power  submitted  renorts  and  orders 
from  the  Committee  on  Paving,  as  follows: 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  of  Joshua  T.  Simpson  to  be  allowed  ad- 
ditional compensation  for  change  of  grade  in 
BennmgioQ  street;  Elizabeth  A.  D.  Bissett,  for 
abatement  of  sidewalk  assessment  on  Havre 
street;  Martha  A.Howard,  for  abatemect  of  as- 
sessment for  edgestones  ana  sidewalk  on  Athens 
street.    Severally  accepted. 

Repoit  recommending  the  granting,  on  the  usu- 
al conditions,  of  petition  of  M.  Ellis  &  Co.  foi 
leave  to  move  a  woonen  building  from  91  Paris 
street  to  Brooks  street, coruer  Church.    Accepted. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the  Bos- 
ton &  Providence  Railroad  Company  to  make 
such  change  as  may  be  found  necessary  in  the 
grade  of  South  street,  Warn  17,  at  the  proposed 
new  crossing  ot  the  Deoham  Branch  Railroad, 
and  to  rebuild  the  Story  Brook  culvert  at  said 
'crossing,  upon  condition  that  said  Boston  &  Prov- 
idence Railroad  Company  shall  give  to  the  city  an 
agreement  m  writing  saving  harmless  said  city 
against  any  and  all  claims  for  damages,  costs  or 
expense,  for,  or  on  account  of,  or  in  any  way 
growing  out  of  the  changing  of  the  grade  of  said 
South  street,  or  rebuilding  said  culvert. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  and  orders  for  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  set  edgestones  in  front  of  estate  of  the 
House  of  the  Good  Shepherd  on  Tremont  street, 
Roxbury,  and  estate  of  the  city  of  Boston  on 
Qtuncv  street,  Roxbtuy.  Orders  read  twice  and 
passed. 

Reports  and  orders  for  the  Superintendent  of 
Str-ets  to  lay  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of  estates 
of  P.  Mulvey  on  Warren  place,  corner  of  Harrrson 
avenue.  Roxbury,  and  M.  McBarron  on  East  Ded- 
ham  street.    Orders  read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  directea  to 
abate  the  sidewalk  assessment  of  $17.74  against 
the  esiate  184  Bolton  street,  owned  by  the  heirs  of 
William  Quigley. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  on  petition  of  Boston  &  Northwestern 
Railroad,  for  approval  of  locations  in  this  city, 
recommending  the  approval  of  a  certificate  (an- 
nexed to  the  report)  citing  the  facts  in  regard  to 
the  compliance  of  said  company  with  the  law,  and 
approving  the  route  laid  down  on  the  map  pre- 
viously submitted,  with  the  proviso  "that  said 
railroad  shall  not  cross  any  street  in  said  city  of 
Boston  at  grade,  unless  otherwise  ordered  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen."  Report  accepted  and  cer- 
tificate approved. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  establish  the  grade  of 
Thomas  street,  between  Brewer  and  Centre 
streets,  Ward  17,  as  shown  on  a  plan  and  profile 
drawn  by  the  City    Surveyor,   dated    Nov.  1, 1874, 
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ton  is  a  member  ot  rbe  Boaid  of  Alo'ermeii  and 
also  s,  stockholder  m  the  corporation.  A.  corpora- 
tion has  its  existence  incependenrof  the  corpora- 
tors, and  may  be  sued  by  any  one  of  them  in  the 
same  manner  as  by  any  other  person. 

Yours  truly,  J.  P.  Healy. 

Alderman  "Worthington — In  another  portion  of 
the  City  Government  remarks  were  inada  that  I 
think  weie  snurely  uncalled  tor,  and  were  the  re- 
sult of  the  ignorance  of  the  man  who  made  them, 
he  not  Knowing  how  the  matter  stood  m  regard  co 
the  Committee  on  frluting.  I  will  therefore  ask 
ycu,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  read  the  advertisement  of 
the  committee,  and  the  bid  made  from  the  Travel- 
ler office. 

The  Chairman  read  as  follows: 

"Sealed  pioposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  tiie  Superintendent  of  Printing,  City  Hall,  un- 
til Sacuiday,  June  19,  at  tw  elve  o'clock,  noon,  for 
nidkiag  careful  and  accurate  rt ports  of  the  pub- 
lic proceedings  and  abstracts  of  the  debates  in 
the  Board  of  Aldermeu  aud  the  Common  Council, 
pt  regular  and  special  meetings,  and  printing  said 
reports  in  one  of  the  daily  papers  of  Boston,  on 
tbe  same  or  the  following  day ;  and  also  supply- 
ing 300  copies,  reprinted  in  form  of  samples  to  be 
seen  i3  the  office  above  named.  City  circulation 
will  he  considered  in  awarding  the  contract.  An 
eveniug  paper  preferred.  Tb°  committee  reserve 
the  right  to   i eject  any  or  all   proposals. 

James  Power,  Chairman. 

Office  of  Boston  Daily  Traveller,  ) 

Boston,  June  18, 1875.     ( 

Alderman  James  Power,  Chairman  Committee 
on  Printing — In  response  to  annexed  advertise- 
ment, inviting  proposals  for  piinting  proceedings 
and  debater  of  the  city,  the  unuersigned,  for  the 
Traveller  Newspaper  Association,  will  make  care- 
ful and  accurate  reports  of  the  public  proceedings 
and  abstracts  of  tbe  debates  in  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen and  the  Common  Council,  at  regular  acd 
special  meetiugs,  and  pri'jit  said  reports  in  the 
Daily  Evening  1'raveller  on  toe  same  or  the  fol- 
lowing day,  and  supply  300  copies  reprinted  •n 
same  lorm  as  now  furnished,  for  tbe  sum  of  §5000 
per  annum.  Traveller  Newspaper  Association . 
Per  James  W.  Dunphy. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  have  putm  those  pa- 
pers and  asked  you  to  read  them,  Mr.  Chairman, 
that  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  know  exactly  what 
the  bid  n  as.  It  will  be  noticed  that  Mr.  Dunphy, 
in  making  his  bid,  exactly  followed  the  language 
of  the  advertisement.  As  soon  as  that  was  read 
to  the  Committee  on  Printing — and  1  was  not 
aware  of  its  contents  till  it  was  read  there— ISEid, 
"As  I  am  interested  in  the  Traveller  I  leave  that 
to  the  committee  to  actupou,"  and  immediately 
withdrew  my  chair  and  sat  back  against 
the  desk  to  await  their  action.  The  chair- 
man of  the  committe  turned  to  me  and 
said,  "Does  ihis  bid  call  foi  a  verbatim 
report,  or  will  the  Traveller  give  a  verbatim 
report?"  I  think  I  give  the  exact  words. 
I  sale,  that  the  Traveller,  if  selected  to  do 
that  worK,  would  give  a  verbatim  teport;  and  that 
was  about  all  the  conversation  there  was.  This  I 
say  m  answer  to  the  remaiks  made  in  the  other 
branch.  Now,  sir,  I  can  see  that  this  may  be  em- 
barrassing to  my  associates  m  this  Board,  and  lest 
it  may  be  possible  for  something  to  come  up  which 
will  interfere  with  the  business  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermerj,  by  which  parties  would  get  an  advan- 
tage from  the  city— though  I  cao  see  no  advantage 
that  the  Traveller  Asssociation,  or  any  one,  Can 
get  upon  "a  contract  for  this  work  to  be  done  for 
one  year  for  a  given  sum,  at  least,  by 
which  there  can  be  any  cheating,  or.  any 
such  advantage  gained  as  was  alluded  to  in  the 
other  branch — I  now  propose  to  withdraw  the  bid 
and  take  it  out  of  the  hands  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment. I  do  that,  I  know,  very  much  to  the  disad- 
vantage of  my  associates  in  publishing  the  Trav- 
eller, for  they  made  tte  bid  in  good  faith,  believ- 
ing that  they  can  do  the  work  as  well  as  any  other 
p?.per  can  do  it,  and  for  the  sum  of  money  they 
have  named. 

The  Chairman— "What  action  will  the  Boaid 
take? 

Alderman  Harris— "What  is  the  difference  be- 
tween the  other  proposal  and  th;  t  made  from  the 
Traveller  Office?  I  would  like  10 have  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  give  us  something  upon 
that  point. 

Alderman  Power— It  is  impossible  for  any  one 
to  say*  hat  thu  difference  might  be;  it  depends 
entirely  on  the  amount  of  talking  we  do  during 
the  coming  year.  Taking  the  past  as  a  barisfor 
the  futuie,  I  mean  for  such  a  report  as  has  been 


given  by  the  Boston  Transcript,  at  so  much  per 
columr:,  at  the  price  they  have  been  paid,  it  would 
amourjt  to  considerable  more  money.  Fci  rhe  past 
year  it  would  amount  to  at  least  $7000  if  done 
by  the  column,  and  so  much  per  sheet  for  each  of 
the  slips,  which  are  left  upon  ihe  desks  of  the 
Aloermen  and  Conncilmen.  That  is  the  informa- 
tion that  I  suprose  the  Alde^m-in  desires.  I  «oud 
say,  furthermore,  that  so  far  as  the  Alderman 
TAiderman  Worthington  I  has  s-co^enot  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  Printing,  I  believe  he  has  given  about 
the  exact  words.  The  conmittee  had  fully  dis- 
cussed the  kind  of  report  that  the  Govern'mcr. 
would  ce  satisfied  wib,  ind  it  was  the  sense  of 
members  on  the  part  of  the  majority — the  uaam- 
mous  opinion  of  the  Common  Council — that  they 
would  be  satisfied  «  ith  nothing  short  if  such  a 
report  as  The  Boston  Transcript  has  been 
in  tbe  habit  of  giving,  which  is  virtually  a 
verbatim  ieport,  though  that,  under  the  contract, 
is  not  called  to  •.  The  contract  reads  just  as  the 
Aldermen  have  heard  staled  in  the  advertise- 
ment. i>etore  voting  upon  the  question  as,  to 
whom  the  contract  shoulo  be  given,  I  questioned- 
theAldermao  from  Ward  15,  knowing  that  he 
was  conc-cted  v. ith  die  Traveller,  if  the  bid  made 
by  that  paper  contempiaced  giving  this  Govern- 
ment just  such  a  report  as  the  Transcript  had 
been  giving.  fl^  said  it  meant  that,  aud  that  if 
the  contract  were  awarded  to  tie  Tnveller  they 
wouln  give  a  verbatim  report  such  as  the 
Transciipt  h&d  teea  giving.  With  that  in- 
formation, I  votcd  to  award  me  contract 
to  the  Traveler;  and  in  consideiatiou  of 
that  fact.  I  claimed  the  right  to  come  in  here  and 
attempt  to  bieak  thf.  rontiact  at  any  time,  should 
the  report  not  Ge  as  full  as  that  given  by  the 
Trac script.  The  other  members  of  the  committee 
said  the  Council  would  only  be  satisfied  with  snob 
a  report  as  the  Transciipt  gives  nov. 

Alderman  Worthington— Did  I  not  s»y  it  might 
be  put  into  the  contract  that  it  should  be  a  ver- 
batim report? 

Alderman  Power — Now  that  the  Alderman  has 
mentioned  the  tact,  it  seems  to  me  be  did  say 
something  like  that.  Now  that  he  reminds  me  of 
it,  I  tmnk  there  was  something  like  that  said. 

Aldeiman  Worthington — I  wish  it  understood 
by  the  Board  that  I  have  withdrawn  the  bid  for 
the  contract. 

AldermaD  O'Brien — Ther«  is  one  thing  about 
this  order  that  I  dislike.  It  implies  a  censure 
upon  the  Printing  Committee  and  upon  a  mem- 
ber of  this  Bo;  rd.  As  tbe  gentleman  has  with- 
drawn the  Traveller's  bid,  Ihope  the  order  will 
be  rejected,  and  that  we  shall  leave  the  matter  as 
it  stood  before  it  came  to  us.  The  oruer  implies  a 
censure  upon  that  committee  and  upon  a  member 
of  this  Board,  and  I  don't  wisb  to  be  a  party  to  it. 
Alderman  Quincy — lam  unable  to  take  the  view 
that  the  passage  of  the  order  implies  a  censure 
upon  the  Committee  on  Printing,  and  I  intended 
to  give  my  views  in  favor  of  concurring  in  the  or- 
der as  it  came  down  to  us.  Tbe  Alderman  having 
been  empowered  by  the  corporation  to  withdraw 
the  bid,  there  is  no  ootibt  but  that  the  case  falls 
and  there  is  nothing  for  us  to  act  upon;  and  there 
being  no  case  to  which  the  order  would  apply,  I 
think  it  hardly  worth  while  for  us  to  lay  down  a 
platform  of  principle  cnon  which  to  act  when  a 
case  arises  in  the  future.  I  think  the  best  dispo- 
sition of  the  order  would  be  to  indefinitely  post- 
pone it,  and  I  make  that  motion. 

Alderman  Prescott — It  seems  to  me  that  an  in- 
oefinite  pcstpoDement  would  oe  the  most  proper 
disposition  ot  the  order.  I  heartily  indorse  what 
has  been  said  by  the  Alderman  from  Ward  14,  and 
I  think  toe  sentiment  will  De  indorsed  by  every 
mem ~er  of  this  Board.  I  do  not  believe  the  Al- 
derman from  Ward  15  has  sought  to  take  any  un- 
due advantage  from  the  city  of  Boston,  altnougb 
his  action  in  putting  in  a  bid  for  the  committee 
was  perhaps  againsi  tbe  spirit,  if  not  against  the 
letter,  of  the  act  passed  by  the  Legislature.  I  do 
not  believe  that  any  associate  of  that  member 
around  this  Board  believes  that  he  is  capable  of 
takmg  any  action  but  such  as  is  for  the  public  in- 
terest. I  hope  the  order  will  bs  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 
The  order  was  mdefinitdly  postponed. 

LAFAYETTE  SQUARE. 

\  petition  was  received  fiom  P.  A.  Collins,  at- 
torney for  Richard  Frothingham  et  ol„  to  be  heard 
on  subject  of  name  of  area  ?t  junction  of  Warren 
and  Main  streets. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy,  tbe  subject  was 
specially  assigned  for  half-past  tour  o'clock  P.  M. 
on  Tuesday,  July  6,  for  a  hearicg. 
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INVITATION  ACCEPTED. 

An  invitation  was  received  from  Post  No.  7,  G. 
A.  R.,  for  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  to  attsnd 
service  at  Music  Hall,  July  4th,  at  2.30  P.M., 
when  a  lecture  will  De  delivered  by  Colonel  A.  W. 
Spates  of  the  Fifth  Maryland  Regiment.  Ac- 
cepted, on  motion  of  Alderman  Harris.  Sent 
down. 

JAIL  EXPENSES. 

A  requisition  was  received  from  the  Sheriff  of 
Suffolk  County  for  $1958.06,  for  expenses  of  the 
jail  tor  June.    Approved  and  ordered  paid. 

PETITION  FOR  STEAM  ENGINE. 

A  petition  was  received  from  Gilrnan  &  Cheney, 
for  leave  to  use  a  steam  engine  at  47-61  Meoford 
street,  Charlestown,  and  an  order  of  notice  was 
passed  for  a  hearing  thereon  on  Monday,  July 
19th,  next,  at  4  o'clock  P.  M. 

REMOVAL  OF  TREES. 

The  chairman  submitted  2.  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common  on  the  part  or  the  Boaid  in 
favor  of  grantiug  permits  to  remove  trees  at  their 
own  expense  to  S.  It.  Paysoo  on  Forest  street  and 
H.  R.  Groce  on  Brighton  avenue.    Accepted. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Alderman  O'Brien  submitted  reports  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands  on  petitions  of 
John  Carew  and  E.  A.  Cushing,  administrators, 
recommending  the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  time  for  building  upoa  a  lot 
of  land  on  East  Fourth  street,  as  sold  by  the  city 
in  1871,  be  extended  to  July  1,  1876,  upon  condition 
that  John  Carew,  the  present  owner  thereof,  shall 
pay  to  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Lards  the 
sum  of  $75  within  ten  days  of  the  passage  of  this 
order. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  time  for  building  upon  land 
oa  Albany  street,  between  Canton  and  Brookline 
streets,  as  sold  by  the  citv  in  1872,  be  extended  to 
July  1 ,  1876,  upon  condition  that  E.  A.  Cushing, 
administratrix,  shall  pay  to  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Lands  the  sum  of  $200  within  ten  days  of 
the  passage  of  this  order. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Severally  sent  down. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Sewers: 

Orders  of  notice  for  healings  on  Tuesday,  July 
6,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  expedience  of  con- 
structiug  sewers  in  Marion  street,  between  Mon- 
mouth and  "White  streets ;  in  Dorchester  avenue, 
between  Power  and  Hyde  streets.  Severally 
passed. 

Order  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Paris 
street,  between  Mariou  and  Brooks  streets.  Read 
twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $29.20  be  abs.ted  from 
the  assessment  of  the  East  Boston  Company  tor  a 
sewer  in  Chelsea  street,  and  the  same  amount  be 
assessed  upon  Michael  Keatir-g;  also  that  $106.50 
be  abated  from  the  assessment  of  vVillard  T. 
bears  for  a  fewer  in  Marlborough  street  on  ac- 
count of  overestimate  of  land. 

Read  twice  and  pissed. 

Orders  for  hearings  on  Monday,  July  12,  next,  at 
four  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  the  subject  of  taking  lands 
for  sewers,  as  follows:  From  Charles  A.  Green, 
and  other  persons  unknown,  for  sewer  through 
an<l  along  the  centre  line  of  Berkeley  place,  Ham- 
let street  ajd  Everett  avenue;  from  Stephen  M. 
Allen,  for  sewer  through  and  along  the  centre 
line  of  Notre  Dame  street,  between  Bragdon  street 
and  Coaman  avenue,  and  through  and  along  the 
centre  line  of  Codiuan  park,  from  Townsend 
street  to  a  point  600  feet  southerly  from  said 
street;  from  Henry  Humphrey,  Charles  A.  Green 
and  Benjamin  Burlingame,  for  sewer  through 
lands  of  said  Humphrey  from  Humphrey  stieet 
through  Berkeley  place,  etc.;  from  John  G.  All- 
bright,  and  other  persons  unknown,  for  sewer 
through  and  along  the  csntre  line  of  Allbright 
court,  betwsen  Boston  and  Sumner  streets;  from 
J.  Amory  Codman  and  the  heirs  of  Henry  Cod- 
man,  for  sewer  in  Bragdon  street,  so  cal  ed,  from 
Amory  street  to  Washington  street.  Orders  sev- 
erally passed. 

BROAD-STREET  EXTENSION. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  an  order  from  the 
Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Board  to 
pay  the  proprietor  of  Liverpool  wharf  $34,533.50, 
for  land  taken  and  damages  occasioned  by  the 
widening  of  Broad  street  by  an  order  of  June  9, 
1873. 


Alderman  Prescott— Is  that  the  amount  of  the 
original  award  when  the  stieet  was  laid  out  two 
years  ago  ? 

Alderman  Harris— It  is  the  awaid  made  by  the 
Street  Commissioners. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

SURVEY  AND  INSPECTION  OF  BUILDINGS. 

Alderman  Pope  submitted  reports  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings,  with  orders  authorizing  the  issuing  of 
permits  to  erect  buildings,  according  t©  applica- 
tions on  file,  as  follows:  George  &  Proctor,  East 
First  street;  Giloert  Williams,  Medford  street  (to 
enlarge).    Orders  severally  read  twrce  and  passed. 

Report  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  petition  of 
Gilman  C.  Hickok  for  leave  to  erect  wooden  build- 
ing on  Miller  street,  Ward  20,  the  petition  having 
been  withdrawn.    Accepted. 

Severally  sent  down. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  reports  from  tbe 
Committee  on  Licenses,  as  follows: 

Minors'  Applications  Granted— Six  newsboys. 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted— Bethesda  Lodge 
No.  30, 1.  O.  O.  F.,  to  hold  a  fair  at  Wait's  Hall, 
South  Boston,  in  October  next. 

Hack  Licenses  Grantee— Albert  Hinds,  9-11 
KneeUnd  street;  D.  C.  Hennessey,  205-207  Shaw- 
mut  avenue;  Edward  Brackett,  Providence  street. 

Licenses  to  Deal  in  Second  Hand  Articles  Re- 
newed— Abraham  Isaac,  end  179  others. 

Pavrabrokeis'  Licenses  Renewed — Abraham 
Aaronson,  and  79  others. 

Auctioneers'  Licenses  Reuewed— Holbrook  & 
Fox,  and  27  others. 

Severally  accepted. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

AVlerman  Power  submitted  rerjorts  and  orders 
from  the  Committee  on  Paving,  as  follows: 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  of  Joshua  T.  Simpson  to  be  allowed  ad- 
ditional compensation  for  change  of  grade  in 
BenmngtoQ  street;  Elizabeth  A.  D.  Bissett,  for 
abatement  of  sidewalk  assessment  on  Havre 
street;  Martha  A.Howard,  for  abatement  of  as- 
sessment for  edgestones  and  sidewalk  on  Athens 
street.    Severally  accepted. 

Report  recommending  the  granting,  on  the  usu- 
al conditions,  of  petition  of  M.  Ellis  &  Co.  foi 
leave  to  more  a  woooen  building  from  91  Paris 
street  to  Brooks  street,  corner  Church.    Accepted. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the  Bos- 
ton &  Providence  Railroad  Company  to  make 
such  change  as  may  be  found  necessary  in  the 
grade  of  South  street,  Ward  17,  at  the  proposed 
new  crossing  ot  the  Deoharn  Branch  Railroad, 
and  to  rebuild  the  Story  Brook  culvert  at  said 
crossing,  upon  condition  that  said  Boston  &  Prov- 
idence Railroad  Company  shall  give  to  the  city  an 
agreement  m  writing  saving  harmless  said'city 
against  any  and  all  claims  for  damages,  costs  or 
expense,  for,  or  on  account  of,  or  in  any  way 
growing  out  of  the  changiug  of  the  grade  of  said 
South  street,  or  rebuilding  said  culvert. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  and  orders  for  tbe  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  set  etlgestones  in  fiont  of  estate  of  the 
House  of  the  Goad  Shepherd  on  Tremont  street, 
Roxbury,  and  estate  of  the  city  of  Boston  on 
Quincv  street,  Roxbucy.  Orders  read  twice  and 
passed. 

Reports  and  orders  for  the  Superintendent  of 
Str-ets  to  lay  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of  estates 
of  P.  Mulvey  on  Warren  place,  corner  of  Harrrson 
avenue.  Roxbury.  and  M.  McBarron  on  East  Ded- 
ham  street.    Orders  read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  directed  to 
abate  the  sidewalk  assessment  of  $17.74  against 
the  estate  184  Bolton  street,  owned  by  the  heirs  of 
William  Quigley. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  on  petition  of  Boston  &  Northwestern 
Railroad,  tor  approval  of  location  in  this  city, 
recommending  the  approval  of  a  certificate  (an- 
nexed to  the  report)  citing  the  facts  in  regard  to 
the  compliance  ot  said  company  with  the  law,  and 
approving  the  route  laid  down  on  the  map  pre- 
viously submitted,  with  the  proviso  "that  said 
railroad  shall  not  cross  any  street  in  said  crty  of 
Boston  at  grade,  unless  otherwise  ordered  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen."  Report  accepted  and  cer- 
tificate approved. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  establish  the  grade  of 
Thomas  street,  between  Brewer  and  Centre 
streets,  Ward  17,  as  shown  on  a  plan  and  profile 
drawn  by  the  City   Surveyor,   dated   Nov.  1, 1874, 


376 


BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN 


and  deposited  in  the  office  of  said  City  Surveyor. 

Reaa  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  and  pave  Leverett  street,  as  re- 
cently widened  by  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners, between  Charles  and  Brighton  streets; 
also  to  grade  and  pave  Auburn  street,  as  extended 
by  said  Board,  to  Levei  ett  street.  Estimated  cost, 
$5000. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  and  pave  Hanover  avenue,  as 
recently  widened  by  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners, between  Hanover  aud  North  streets.  Es- 
timated cost,  $  1200. 

Read  twice  ana  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  Pleasant  street,  between  Main 
and  Watren  street?,  Cbarlestown,  as  recently 
widened  by  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners; 
also  do  set  tbe  edgestones,  pave  the  gutteis  and 
sidewalks  and  macadamize  the  roadway  ot  said 
street.    Estimated  .:ost,  $1500. 

Read  twice  and.  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  iepair  tbe  bridge  on  Berkeley  .street, 
over  the  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad  ;  the  ex- 
pense thereof ,  not  exceeding  $4500  to  be  charged 
to  the  approdriatioa  for  Paviog. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

PERMIT  FOR  STABLE. 

Alderman  Worthingt^n  submitted  a  report 
from  the  Comcuittee  on  Health  on  the  nart  of  the 
Board,  recommending  the  granting  of  a  permit 
ou  the  uscal  conditions  to  William  Goldsmith,  to 
occupy  b.  stable  at  No.  57  Prentiss  street,  Ward  15. 
Accepted. 

STABLE  FOR  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Prescott  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  erect  a  stable  on  the  city 
land  on  Canal  stteet,  Charlestown,  for  the  accom- 
modation of  twenty  horses,  as  per  request  of 
the  Health  Department;  the  expease,  not  ex- 
ceeding $10,000,  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion already  made  for  that  purpose. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

THE  REDIVISION  OF  THE  WARDS. 

Alderman  Quincy  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on 
the  Census  and  Division  of  Wards  be  and  they  are 
hereby  instructed  to  prepare  a  scheme  for  the 
division  of  the  city  into  twenty- foar  wards,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  provisions  of  chapter  243  ox  the 
acj's  of  1875,  and  to  reporc  the  same  tr.  the  City 
Council  as  soon  as  practicable. 
Passed.    Sent  down. 

SUFFOLK-STREET     DISTRICT     CLAIMS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbms  the  Board  took 
from  the  table  the  order  to  pay  Phiueas  E.  Gay 
$23,000,  in  full  settlement  of  contract  with  Manu-l 
&  Haynes,  for  improvement  on  the  Suffolk-street 
District;  and  also  an  order  for  transfer  of  $33,500 
from  the  Reserved  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for 
Suffolk-street  District. 

Alderman  Power— I  would  like  to  ask  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  the  Northampton-street 
District  how  much  the  city  of  Boston  owes  Mr. 
Gay,  according  to  the  measurement  of  the  City 
Engineer? 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  exact  amount  is  stated 
in  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Northamp- 
ton-street District. 

The  Chairman  read  the  report. 

Al'Jerman  Power — It  would  appear  from  t'ae 
reading  of  that  report  that  this  matter  has  been 
before  this  Government  a  long  time,  and  that  ac- 
cording to  the  report  of  our  officers  there  are 
$15,297  due  Mr.  Gay,  by  actual  measurements 
made  according  to  th's  contract,  and  that  the  only 
grounds  upon  which  Mr.  Gay  can  dispute  that  is 
the  fact  that  a  certain  number  of  car  loads  of 
graval  was  brought  into  the  city,  and  if  the  cars 
were  full  there  is  a  great  deal  more  than  that 
amount  due  him,  and  notwithstanding  that,  the 
City  Solicitor  advises  a  cempromise  solely  on  the 
grouod  that  the  city  may  get  beaten  on  a  lawsuit. 
From  all  the  informal  inn  that  members  of  this 
Government  can  get,  $15,297  is  all  that  is  due  Mr. 
Gay.  The  supposition  is  that  the  city  has  n't  the 
best  and  most  reliable  evidence  to  rely  upon  in 
the  case  when  it  gets  into  court.  But  it  appears 
to  me  that  it  will  be  a  pretty  difficult  matter  for 
Mr.  Gay  to  show  what  object  the  City  Engineer 
would  have  to  cheat  any  one  for  the  benefit  of  the 
city  of  Boston.    If  the  matter  was  reversed,  there 


might  be  some  sense  or  reason  in  believing  it,  be- 
cause there  might  be  some  object  for  the  Engineer 
to  cheat  the  city  for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Gay.  But 
that  he  can  show  any  reason  for  cheating  Mr.  Gay 
for  the  city  I  think  it  will  be  impossible  to  do. 
This  matter  was  laid  on  the  tatle  to  allow  mem- 
beis  to  look  into  it.  I  have  consulted  several  gen- 
tlemen, and  they  all  seem  to  think  that  $15,297  is 
all  that  Mr.  Gay  is  entitled  to;  if  members  think 
that  is  so,  the  suppositicn  that  he  may  get  more 
when  he  goes  to  law  is  no  justification  for  members 
of  this  Government  to  give  him  one  dollar  more 
than  we  think  he  is  entitled  to.  "We  don'tfulfil  our 
dutieshereif  we  give  any  man  a  dollar  more  than 
he  is  honestly  entitled  to.  That  seems  to  be 
clearly  our  duty,  and  we  ought  to  stand  by  our 
Engineer.  This  same  Engineer  has  beea  brought 
in  question  in  other  cases,  and  settlements  have 
been  made,  and  one  suit  has  bepn  decided,  which 
has  been  quoted,  in  which  the  city  might  have 
made  a  better  settlement  than  the  party  obtained 
from  the  jury ;  but  there  is  quite  a  wide  differ- 
ence between  that  case  and  this,  and  it  seems  to 
me  to  be  the  clei.r  duty  of  members  of  this  Gov- 
ernment to  adhere  to  and  Stand  bv  the  Engineer's 
report  of  the  actual  measuremeats  which  the 
contract  was  cased  upon.  That  is  the  only  meas- 
urement which  Mr.  Gay  has;  he  has  no  measure- 
ment except  the  number  of  cars,  and  any  one 
who  has  ever  witnessed  the  coming  in  of  gravel 
trains  unon  this  territory,  is  well  aware  of  the 
great  difference  between  the  quantity  in  different 
cais,  some  being  full  and  some  oily  half  full.  Mr. 
Gay's  claim  was  based  upon  the  supposition  that 
those  cais  were  all  full  and  all  held  so  muoh,  and 
that  they  came  in  full  every  time.  It  seems  io  be 
cleaily  our  duty  to  stand  by  our  contract  and  by 
our  Engineer,  and  to  let  Mr.  Gay  take  this  case 
into  court,  ualess  he  should  think  fit  to  taks  the 
sum  that  is  due  him.  I  don't  know  that  I  would 
oppose  an  order  for  the  payment  of  $15,297,  with 
interest;  but  it  clearly  seems  to  be  the  duty  of  the 
Gove,  nment  to  oppose  such  a  compiomise  as  this. 
If  we  are  not  going  to  stand  by  our  officers  until 
they  are  proven  to  be  unworthy  of  trust,  of  course 
every  man  who  has  a  claim  against  the  city  will 
demand  more  than  is  due  him.  It  is  time  to  have 
it  understood  that  we  intend  to  have  no  compro- 
mise here,  but  that  we  propose  to  be  just  and  act 
according  to  the  decision  of  our  officers  here; 
then  if  our  officers  are  proven  unworthy  of  trust, 
we  must  govern  ourselves  accordingly.  A  great 
deal  of  stress  has  beea  laid  upon  caees  against  the 
city  with  which  this  Engineer  had  somPtaing  to 
do;  but  I  think  there  is  a  vast  deal  of  difference 
in  this  case,  and  I  don't  believe  '.here  is  any  likeli- 
hood of  Mr.  Gay  obtaining  this  sum  of  money  if  he 
goes  to  a  jury.  However,  if  he  does  go  to  a  jury 
and  obtains  it,  we  are  not  responsible  for  it.  We 
ought  to  stand  by  our  officers  and  pay  him  accord- 
ing to  his  contract.  Therefore  I  hope  the  older  to 
pay  $23,000  will  not  pass,  and  I  move  that  the 
whole  subject  be  recommitted  to  the  committee 
with  instructions  to  report  an  order  to  pay  Mr. 
Gay  the  sum  due  him  according  to  che  measure- 
ments made  by  the  Engineer,  with  interest  up  to 
the  piesent  time. 

Alderman  Stebbins— It  will  baidly  be  necessary 
to  do  that,  as  tne  committee  bave  full  power  re- 
settle according  to  the  Engineer's  estimates. 

Alderman  Power — The  committee  have  no  pow- 
er to  add  interest. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  facts  are  fully  stated 
in  the  report  as  read  by  the  Chair.  The  only  ques- 
tion which  could  weigh  with  the  jury  would  be  as 
to  the  amouut  in  each  car.  The  witness  which  the 
city  will  have  to  rely  upon  is  not  a  reliable  one.  I 
have  had  conversations  with  him  at  great  length, 
and  the  result  was  I  was  convinced  that  it  was  for 
the  interest  of  the  city  that  the  case  snould  be 
settled  before  going  to  a  jury.  The  witness  which 
the  city  will  rely  upon  stated  to  me  that  he  exam- 
ined the  gravel  trains  as  they  came  upon  the  dis- 
crict,  and  he  saw  no  such  small  amount  in  the  car  as 
was  statedly  the  Engineer,  and  that  if  the  cars  con- 
tained the  quantity  of  gravel  which  he  supposes 
they  did,  there  would  be  this  amount  due  Mr.  Gay. 
Tht-re  aie  some  other  questions  connected  with 
the  evidence  that  the  city  will  have  to  rely  upon 
which  it  is  hardly  proper  to  state  here,  as  I  should 
not  wish  to  give  Mr.  Gay  the  weak  side  of  our 
case;  but  the  result  of  our  investigation  was  that 
the  committee  thought  the  city  had  better 
pay  $23,000,  and  have  the  suit  withdrawn,  rather 
than  go  before  a  jury.  Toe  case  is  so  fully  stated 
in  tbe  report  that  I  think  it  hardly  worth  while  to 
take  up  any  more  time.  The  committee  think  it  is 
the  'oest  settlement  that  can  be  made. 
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Alderman  Power— I  don't  see  how  anv  jury 
could  decide  the  case  against  the  city,  if  the  con- 
tract is  to  be  looked  at  at  all.  The  contract  speci- 
fies that  he  shall  be  paio  hy  the  measurement  in 
the  back;  it  does  n't  reter  to  cars  at  all.  Mr.  Gay 
has  no  measurements  at  the  bank,  and  no  one  has 
any  measurements  except  those  made  by  our  Ciiy 
Engineer.  I  don't  know  what  the  Alderman 
means  by  unreliable  evidence;  I  don't  know 
whether  he  refers  to  the  Engineer's  or  noi;  but  I 
tbinkthe  evidence  of  the  Engineer  who  attended 
to  this  matter  will  prove  to  be  idiable.  Tnat 
Engineer  was  before  the  committee  on  a  case 
last  year,  and  I  thouenr  his  evidence  was 
to  be  iei'ed  upon.  His  manner  of  giving 
evidence  cariied  conviction,  and  it  seemed  to  me 
that  be  was  an  honest  man  and  acted  tauly  in  that 
matter.  I  think  it  will  be  very  difficult  for  Mr. 
Gay  or  anybody  else  to  show  why  the  Engineer 
should  endeavor  to  cheat  Mr.  Gay  for  the  city  of 
Boston;  it  seems  to  me  that  it  cannor  be  done, 
aud  that  the  evidence  of  the  person  who  saw  these 
cars  will  have  very  little  to  do  with  the  settlement 
of  the  matter.  I  think  this  is  a  <ast  where  we 
should  not  be  deterred  from  a  legal  contest,  un- 
less he  should  see  fit  to  take  what  is  due  accord- 
ing to  the  statement  of  the  Engineer. 

Aloermau  Stebbins— The  city  has  waived  the 
right  to  bank  measurement  by  allowing  parties  to 
take  gravel  from  the  same  bank.  That  is  the 
opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor.  It  is  understood  that 
private  parties  were  taking  gravel  from  this  bank 
at  the  same  time. 

Alderman  Qumcy— I  am  generally  opposed  to 
compromise,  especially  atter  a  case  has  got  into 
court,  and  I  have  n't  heard  anything  to  convince 
me  that  this  case  should  be  compromised.  The 
contractor  has  taken  his  case  into  court,  and  the 
first  step  13  against  him;  ihen  he  proposes  to  settle 
for  $23,000,  or  $5000  less  his  claim  of  $28,000,  if  the 
case  goes  to  the  jury,  and  it  can  be  proved  that  the 
official  was  in  the  wrong  then,  Mi  Gay  would  be 
entitled  to  $28,000;  on  the  other  hand,  if  he  can- 
not prove  that,  I  don't  think  his  willingness  to  ac- 
cept $23,000  out  of  $28,000  indicates  anj  very  great 
confidence  in  his  own  case.  If  he  cannot  prove 
that  the  Engineer  isjwroog  1  think  the  city  should 
staud  by  the  decision  of  che  tribunal  into  which  ie 
has  besn  diawn.  I  cannot  but  think,  in  this  con- 
nection, of  a  case  which  the  Assistant  City  So- 
licitor strongly  advised  the  Committee  on 
Claims  to  settle  before  it  came  to  trial; 
but  the  committee  took  a  more  hopeful 
view  and  refused  to  authorize  a  settlement. 
Tde  suit  went  to  trial  ana  the  city  gained  the 
ca"e.  I  don't  know  what  hidden  weakness  it  may 
not  be  well  to  expose,  but  I  think  that,  having  got 
into  couit,  we  should  abide  by  the  Decision  of 
the  jury.  I  doa't  think  this  is  a  proper  case  for  a 
compromise. 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  believe  this  case  ought  to 
have  been  settled  years  ago,  when  the  matter  was 
fresh  in  the  minds  of  the  committee  who  had 
charge  of  it;  and  it  would  have  been  settled  then 
if  Mi.  Gay  had  been  willing  to  take  what  was  a 
fair  offer  for  the  work  performed.  But  he 
declined  every  otter  made  by  every  com- 
mittee of  the  City  Council  for  several  years, 
and  at  last  he  brought  the  matter  before 
an  auditor  who  confirmed  the  offers  maae 
Dy  previous  City  Governments.  X  think  we  ought 
not  to  stop  there.  If  Mr.  Gay  is  oot  satisfied,  af- 
ter being  defeated  every  time  he  has  made  appli- 
cation to  a  committee  or  auditor,  we  ought  to  go 
ahead  with  this  case  and  bring  it  before  a  jury. 
If  he  is  net  willing  to  accept  the  award  of  tha  au- 
ditor, I  think  we  ought  to  go  to  a  iury  and  let  it 
be  jettled  there ;  for  I  believe  it  will  be  impossible 
for  toifi  City  Council  to  make  a  satisfactory  set- 
tlemeui  with  Mr.  Gay.  He  will  not  be  satisfied 
if  we  give  him  $23,000,  for  he  has  the  idea  that 
somebody  i«  constantly  behind  him,  working 
against  him,  though  he  fails  to  show 
that  any  human  being  has  che  slightest 
possible  interest  in  defrauding  him  of  a  dollar. 
I  believe  his  legal  claim  is  $15,297,  and  tnat  it 
woula  be  just  to  pay  him  that  amount  without  a 
cent  of  interest;  but  as  the  auditor  allowed  him 
interest  I  should  be  7/illing  to  settle  on  that  basis. 
If  he  is  not  willing  to  do  that,  I  believe  it  ought  to 
go  betoie  a  jury. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  would  suggest  that  che 
quicker  way  to  dispose  of  the  matter  would  be  to 
amend  the  order,  instead  of  a  recomuit;al  as 
promised. 

Alderman  Power— If  the  committee  are  sa.isfied 
with  that,  I  accept  the  suggestion. 

Alderman  Stebbins— Trie  committee  are  not  sat- 
isfied with  it. 


Alderman  Power— I  move  to  amend  by  making 
the  amounc  to  be  paid  Mr.  Gay  $15,297,  with  inter- 
est at  six  per  ceut.  up  to  ttie  present  time. 

The  Chairman— The  order  providing  the  means 
should  be  passed  first.  It  is  a  transfer  requiring 
a  two-thirds  vote. 

Alderman  Power— I  don't  know,  but  I  am  under 
the  impression  that  if  the  order  for  a  transfer  is 
passed,  it  carries  with  it  the  other  one  for  $23,000, 
which  I  shoula  strenuously  object  to. 

The  Chairman  read  the  report  of  the  Finance 
Committee  covering  the  two  orders. 

Alderman  Power— It  occurs  to  me  that  the  first 
motion  I  made,  to  recommit  the  report  with  in- 
structions tor  the  committee  to  report  an  order  to 
pay  Mr.  Gay  $15,297,  with  interest,  is  the 
best  wdy  co  reach  this  matter.  At  any  rate, 
let  the  vote  on  that  motion  stand  as  the  sense  of 
this  Board,  whether  it  is  better  to  pay  Mr.  Gay 
$15,297  or  $23,000.  I  renew  the  motion  to  recommit. 

Alderman  Burrage  —  I  am  somewhat  embar- 
rassed to  know  how  to  vote  upon  this  matter.  I 
wish  to  do  equal  and  exact  justice.  It  che  city 
honestly  owes  Mr.  Gay  $28,000,  we  should  pay  it; 
it  but  $15,000,  we  should  pav  that.  There  seems  to 
be  a  difference  of  opinion  between  Mr.  Gay  and 
the  city  about  the  amount  due,  and  I  know  of  no 
better  tribunal  to  refer  this  rn.-ttter  to  than  the 
courts,  it  we  cannot  come  to  a  compromise  with 
Mr.  Gay. 

Alderman  Quincy — What  is  the  difference  be- 
tween the  offer  which  has  been  m-.de  all  along  by 
the  committee,  which  the  contractor  refuses  to 
accept,  and  the  amount  upon  which  he  offers  to 
compromise  ? 

Alderman  Stebbins— About  $5000.  The  amount 
awarded  by  the  Engineer,  with  interest,  is  about 
$18,500;  the  committee  recocamena  $23,000. 

Alderman  Quincy— What  is  the  offer  which  the 
contractor  refuses? 

Aldeiman  Stebbins— He  refuses  $18,500,  and 
will  accept  $23,000. 

The  motion  to  recommit  with  instruction*  pre- 
vailed.   Sent  down. 

COREY-STREET  LAUD  DAMAGES. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris,  the  order  to  pay 
George  W.  Mann  $1167.75,  for  land  taken  on  Corey 
street,  was  taken  from  the  table  and  passed. 

CAR  TRACKS  IK  COURT,  STATE  AND    DEVONSHIRE 
STREETS. 

Alderman  Prescott  moved  to  reconsicer  the  vote 
of  last  meeting  by  which  this  Board  passed  an 
order  for  the  removal  of  railway  tracks  from  por- 
tion   of  Court,  State  and  Devonshire  streets. 

Alderman  Prescott— The  membeis  of  the  Board 
will  remember  that  this  matter  was  brought  up 
some  three  or  four  we°ks  since  by  an  order  of 
notice  for  the  removal  of  the  tracks  from  Court 
street,  which,  on  motion  of  the  Alderman  from 
Waid  15,  was  amended  so  as  to  include  the  tracks 
in  State  and  Devonshire  streets.  An  order  of 
notice  was  served  upon  the  parties  in  interest— 
the  Metropolitan  and  Middlesex  railroad  com- 
panies—to  show  cause  why  the  tracks  in  these 
streets  stouid  not  he  removed.  Those  parties 
appeared  before  the  Board  on  the  14r,h  of  June, 
the  two  presiaents  appearing  for  their  respective 
roads.  In  regaid  to  the  removal  of  the  track, 
in  Court  street,  there  was  but  one  argument  pre- 
sented to  the  Board,  and  that  was  by  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Metropolitan  road.  The  reasons 
which  he  gave  why  the  track  should  not  be  re- 
moved were  sufficient — until  those  arguments 
are  answered — to  convince  me  that  the  order  should 
not  pass.  No  one  appeared  to  argue  for  the  re- 
moval of  che  tracks.  The  president  of  the  Mid- 
dlesex road  stated  the  reasons  why  he  thought 
the  tracks  should  not  be  removed  from  State  and 
Devonshire  streecs.and  other  parties  appeared  and 
gave  reasons  why  they  should  be  removed.  The 
matter  was  then  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing, and  last  Monday  they  reported  in  favor  of  the 
removal.  The  order" elicited  no  discussion  in  the 
Board ;  the  Committee  on  Paving  gave  no  reasons 
in  their  report  for  the  action  they  rr-com mended ; 
and  under  the  circumstances,  having  heard  argu- 
menrs  sufficient  to  convince  me  that  the  removal 
was  not  necessary  at  the  present  time,  I  asked  for 
a  reconsideration,  not  to  make  any  unnecessary 
delay,  but  to  be  sure  that  proper  action  is  taken. 
Before  making  any  further  remarks,  I  would  like 
to  ask  the  Committee  on  Paving  what  reasons 
governed  them  in  recommending  the  removal  of 
the  tracks  from  those  streets? 

Alderman  Power—  fnere  are  two  cases  involved. 
Does  the  gentleman  refer  to  the  track  owned  by 
rhe  Middlesex  or  Metropolitan  roads? 
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Alderman  Prescott— As  the  committee  reported 
upon  both  matters  and  the  vote  was  taken  sepa- 
rately, I  should  like  to  hear  the  reasons  in  exb 
case. 

Aldermnn  Power  —  The  reason  for  putting; 
in  an  order  tor  the  removal  of  those  tracks  in  both 
cases  are  that  the  locutions  were  gracted  for  tera- 
porsry  purposes.  Mr.  Richards,  who  represeuted 
the  Metropolitan  Railroad,  said  his  ease  differed 
from  the  other,  inasmuch  as  the  location  was  not 
asked  for  for  a  temporary  purpose.  I  know  that 
Mr.  Richards  supposed  tnat  he  was  all  right  when 
he  made  that  assertion,  and  had  not  in  mind  the 
representations  that  were  made  when  the  location 
in  Court  sireet  was  asked  for,  although  the 
Metropolitan  road  has  had  the  right  for 
four  yeais  to  lay  a  track  in  Court  street, 
and  have  never  availed  themselves  of 
that  right.  Last  year,  when  a  change  of  grade 
was  made  in  Cornhill,  the  representatives  of  that 
road  came  here  and  said  they  wanted  a  location 
there  for  temporary  use ;  and  that  was  precisely 
the  same  reason  why  the  Middlesex  road  asked 
for  a  location  in  St~ate  and  Devonshire  stieets.  I 
know  that  Mr.  Richards  would  not  wilfully  make 
a  misstatement  before  this  Board,  out  of  course 
he  is  not  expected  to  know  everything  done  by 
his  predecessors.  But  that  is  the  case.  They 
asked  for  it  fo."  a  temporary  purpose,  or  until  the 
work  was  completed  and  they  could  run  down 
Cornhill.  When  that  work  was  finished,  the 
Committee  on  Paving  of  last  year  puc 
in  an  order  forbidding  the  ru  fining  of 
cais  in  Court  street,  and  the  representatives  of 
the  Metropolitan  road  came  in  and  asked  for  a 
modification  of  the  order,  saying  they  would  like 
to  have  the  privilege  of  running  their  depot  cars 
over  that  route.  A  majority  of  the  Committee  on 
Paving  recommended  the  granting  of  that  re- 
quest, and  the  Board  did  so;  but  I  voted  for 
taking  up  the  track.  I  thought  that  if  there  was 
a  streat  in  Boston  where  horse  cars  should  not 
run  it  was  Court  street.  I  thought  so  tnen, 
and  of  course  there  is  no  reason  now  to  change 
my  mind  upon  that  point.  I  don't  suppose  there 
is  "a  street  in  Boston  more  crowded  than  that 
little  tunnel,  Court  street.  Therefore  I  voted 
with  the  committee  this  year  to  repoit  the  order 
to  take  up  the  tracks  in  Court  street.  The  presi- 
dent of  the  Middlesex  Rail  road  acknowledges  that 
they  asked  for  tnis  track  for  a  temporary  purpose, 
but  the  president  appeared  before  the  committee 
and  said  he  would  like  to  have  it  remain,  because 
the  old  State  House  would  probably  be  removed 
as  soon  as  the  present  leases  txpired",  and  it  might 
be  a  matter  of  importance  to  them,  and  be  a  sav- 
ing to  theo  of  three  or  four  thousand  dollars  to 
have  the  tracks  remain  there.  He  said  particu- 
larly that  he  would  like  to  have  them  re- 
main, as  no  one  hal  asked  for  their  re- 
moval ;  and  before  he  went  away  I  think 
that  perhaps  a  majority  of  the  committee  signi- 
fied to  him  that  they  would  make  no  effort  for  the 
removal  unless  parties  ia  interest  asked  for  it. 
But  since  he  went  away  a  large  number  of  parties 
have  come  in  and  petition  for  the  removal,  and  as 
Mr.  Power  himself  could  name  ao  way  ia  which 
he  desired  to  use  them  at  piesent,  and  as  the  lo- 
cation had  been  granted  for  a  temporary  purpose, 
we  made  that  report.  I  have  understood  since 
Mr.  Po?/er§  went  away  that  he  has  said  that 
I,  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  assured 
him  that  no  action  would  be  taken  until 
his  return.  That  is  not  so.  Mr.  Power 
asked  if  I  would  give  him  such  a  promise,  and  I 
told  him  that  as  a  ,rnembei-  of  the  Paving  Com- 
mittee I  would  take  no  steps,  but  that  I  could  only 
give  him  the  opinion  of  one  member  of  that  com- 
mittee. Since  he  went  away  a  large  number  of 
people  have  asked  for  the  tiacfcs  to  be  taken  up, 
and  the  committee  voted  unanimously  to  report 
the  order.  These  are  all  the  reasons.  I  under- 
stand that  some  of  the  gentlemen  representing 
both  roads  desire  to  be  heard  by  th«  committee, 
and  if  the  members  desire  a  reconsideration  that 
the  order  may  be  recommitted,  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  it.  ^ 

Alderman  Prescott— I  do  not  understand  that 
the  location  in  Court  street  is  a  temporary  one. 
The  location  in  Court  street  was  granted  the 
Metropolitan  road  on  Oct.  10,  1870,  and  gentlemen 
will  find  it  in  the  supplement  to  the  ordinances, 
page  116,  it  being  the  twenty-sixth  location  grant- 
ed that  compauy. 

Alderman  Burrage— What  is  the  date? 
Alderman  Piescntt— Oct.  10,  1870.    [Tha  Alder- 
man read  the  order,  which  is  in  the  usual  form 
for  a  permanent  lbcation.]    The  order  is  gi  anted 


under  the  usual  conditions  and  with  no  limit  in 
regard  to  rime.  The  tracks  were  not  laid  un- 
til something:  like  a  year  ago,  when  Corn- 
hill was  graded  and  paved,  and  the  removal 
of  the  cars  from  that  street  was  a  necessity;  all 
the  cars  were  ther  running  through  Court  street, 
which  this  Board  on  last  Monday  said  should  not 
be  used  for  the  running  of  cars.  I  do  not  believe 
you  can  hace  mote  senous  blocks  on  Court  street 
than  theie  are  today  on  Cornhill;  and  it 
members    of     this     Government     will     investi- 

§ate  the  subject,  compare  its  width  at 
ifferent  points,  and  take  into  considera- 
tion the  kind  of  business  done  in  thosej  streets,  I 
think  they  will  reverse  their  decision  upon  this 
matter  and  believe  it  for  the  public  interest  to 
send  a  part  of  the  cars  down  Court  street.  As 
was  shown  to  the  Board  two  weeks  ago,  cars  are 
running  through  Cornhill  at  the  rate  of  108  per 
hour,  or  1300  in  twelve  hours,  all  the  Metropolitan 
cars  which  pass  the  Tremont  House,  all  the  Middle- 
sex cars,  all  the  Lynn  cars,  and  all  the  Highland 
and  gouch  Boston  cars  which  go  around  the  circuit 
passing  down  Cornhill.  I  should  like  to  bring 
some  tacts  before  the  Board  in  regard  to  those 
two  streets  and  the  amount  of  business  done  upon 
them.  Taking  Court  street  at  its  head,  which 
members  know  is  one  of  the  widest  thoroughfares 
in  Boston,  its  width  from  curb  to  curb  is  58  feet  6 
inches.  Takinp;  the  corresponding  position  on 
Cornhill,  and  its  width  from  curb  to  curb  is  only 
24  feet  6V2  inches,  something  like  34  feet 
narrower  than  at  tue  head  of  Court  street. 
The  width  of  Court  street  opposite  the  centre  of 
the  C'>urf  House  is  25  feet  10  inches,  and  the  width 
of  Cornhill,  in  a  direct  line  from  the  centre  of  the 
Court  House,  is  25  feet  1  inch,  or  9  inches  narrower 
than  Court  street.  The  width  of  Court  street  at 
the  Tudor  Building  is  25  feet  2  inches,  which  is 
11  inches  wider  than  Cornhill  at  tha  correspond- 
ing point  on  Franklin  avenue.  At  the  opposite 
ends  of  each  street  we  find  the  width  from  curb  to 
curb  is  25  feet  on  Court  street  and  23  feet  10  inches 
on  Cornhill,  so  tnat  Cornhill  is  14  inches  narrower 
there  than  Court  street.  As  I  have  said,  this 
proposition  will  turn  the  whole  travel  into 
Cornhill.  It  is  virtually  there  no>v.  In  my  opinion 
a  considerable  amount  "of  travel  should  be  allowed 
tojpass  round  the  circuit  through  Cour<-  street,  as 
the  route  is  much  more  direct.  During  the  pres- 
ent week  I  have  taken  occasion  to  visit  those 
streets.  Upon  Court  street  I  find  scarcely  an  ob- 
struction, except  tne  large  teams  belonging  to 
the  Adams  Express  Company,  at  the  head  of  the 
street,  though  I  do  nat  mean  to  call  chem  ob- 
strctions  in  the  usual  sense  of  the  term. 
At  2  P.  M.  today  I  found  no  less  than  eleven 
of  Adams's  ezoress  teams  standing  there, neither 
loading  or  unloading,  and  there  'was  plenty  of 
room  for  the  hor.*e  cars  to  pass  down  the  track — 
there  was  scarcely  any  obstruction  at  all.  There 
is  no  other  large  establishment  on  Court  street 
which  requires  reams  in  front  of  its  doors;  but 
there  is  a  far  different  state  of  things  in  Cornhill. 
We  find  three  large  wholesale  establishments  re- 
quiring a  good  deal  of  teaming.  There  a^e  Morse 
&  Whyte,  carting  a  large  amount  of  heavy  goods 
to  and  from  their  places;  Stephen  Smith,  desks 
and  office  furniture,  who  have  a  large  number  of 
teams  standing  before  their  doors;  Wright  & 
Moody, wholesale  confectionery, with  large  cases  to 
be  removed  by  teams;  also  the  large  establish- 
ment of  Lawrence,  Wilde  &  Hull,  with  large  job 
wagons  in  front  ot  their  place.  These  dealers  should 
have  some  rights  and  privileges  in  the  street.  I 
noticed  particularly  last  Saturday  aftPrnoon  not 
less  than  twelve  heavy  express  wagons  in  Corn- 
hill at  four  o'clock,  when  business  is  generally 
almost  suspended.  Besides  that,  I  find  the 
Boston  &  Lynn  Railroad  Office  on  Cornhill, 
where  all  t  hie  Chelsea  and  Lynn  cars  stop, 
in  consequence  of  which  there  are  frequent 
b'ockades  of  teams  and  cars  on  Cornhill;  and 
at  the  same  time  that  there  is  a  block  on  Cornhill 
you  will  find  Court  street  almost  entirely  empty 
of  teams,  unless  the  express  company's  teams  are 
at  the  head  of  the  street.  I  claim  that  the  express 
company  have  complete  facilities  for  their  large 
number  of  teams  without  interfering  with  the 
railroad  track  at  all.  The  number  of  passengers 
carried  by  these  horse  railroads  is  something 
enormous.  I  have  collected  from  the  report  of  the 
Railroad  Commissioners  of  last  year  the  number 
of  passengers  who  travel  in  the  horse  cars  that  come 
into  this  citv  of  Boston,  and  I  find  that  on  the 
Metropolitan  there  were  upwards  of  20,000,000; 
Middlesex,  4,500,000;  South  Boston, 6,000,000;  High- 
land, 3,800,000;    Boston  &  Lynn,  2,262,000;    Cam- 
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brio'ge,  something  over  8,000,000,.  making  in  all 
45,000,000  passengers  carried  by  the  horse  railroads 
runnina:  into  clie  city  ot  Boston— a  larger  number 
by  3,000,000  than  the  whole  number  of  passengers 
carried  upon  the  ste«m  railroads  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts  during  tbe  same  time.    It  is  for  the 
accom-jaoriation  of  the  people  wljo  travel  on  those 
cars  thar  I :  peak  today.    I  have  no  interest  in  any 
horse  railroad   whatever,  aod  members  of   this 
Board  who  were  here  last  year  will  recollect  that 
I  felt  it  mv  duty  to  oppose  nearly  every  proposi- 
tion that  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  made  for  in- 
crsasiog   its  facilities.    In  the  report    made  by 
the  Committee  on  Paving  letting  to  the  rslief  of 
Tremont   street,   it   seemed  to  me  that  the  ac- 
tion   proposed    -was    not    sufficient.    This    work 
should    not     be     done    by    piecemeal  —  laying 
down     a     track     here     and     taking     up     an- 
other   there.      Tbis    whoh«    subject    should    be 
considered  in  a  comprehensive  view.    I  have  no 
doubt  the  Committee  on  Paving  will,  in  doe  time, 
report  some  comprehensive  plan   to   relieve  the 
obstructors  trom  our  streets,  and    it  is  for  that 
reason  that  I  do  not  belifive  it  is  wise  ro  act  upon 
tbe  matter  by  pieceme  1.    I  kno  v  that  arduous 
dutu-s     are     imposed      upon      tbe     Committee 
on  Paving,  some  twenty  or  thirty  and  sometimes 
more   matters   being   refined    to    them    every 
Mondav.       This      matter      of       a      systematic 
arrangement      of      the       horse      railroad      sys- 
tem   I    know  they   are   giving   serious    thought 
to,    and     will     report     m     due     time    to    the 
Boaid.    But  I  do  not  believe  the  removal  of  the 
tracks  in  Court  and  Devonshire  streets  is  in   har- 
mony with  that  which  they  have  ia  view.    1   ha^e 
only  to  say  that  it  seems  that  when  their  idan  is 
mapped  out,  that  tbey  might  utilize  the  tracts  in 
Stat°  and  Devonshire  streets.    A  plan  has  been 
suggested,    which   commends  itse:f    to    me,  for 
running  the  Micdesex  cars  up  vVa-hington,  down 
State   and    out   Devonshire    streets,   instead    of 
through  Sudbury  street.    Within  a  year  from  now 
the  lease  of  the  old  State  House  expires,  and  the 
citv  may  consider  it  expedient  to  remove  that  old 
land iij ark,  but  that  is  a  question  for  the  future 
to  decide.    Until  a  systematic  plan  is  laid    out  for 
the  government  of  all  thess  roads, I  do  not.  oelieve 
in  taking  op  or  laying  down  tracks  by  piecemeal. 
Wben  the  taking  up  of  the  Court-street  track  was 
first  cousiaered  no   one  came   to  the  Board  and 
asked  for  it ;    no  one  appeared  to  ask  for  it,  under 
the  order  of  notice ;  ana,  as  I  have  said,  the  argu- 
ments in  favor  of  retaining  the  tracks  were  suffi- 
cient to   convince  me  that  they  should  remain. 
Tb-    Middlesex    road    appealed,  and    askei  to 
have    the   tracks  retained     in    State    and.  Dev- 
onshire   strest->;    nobody   appeared   before    the 
Board  and  asked  for   the   removal   except   one 
young  man,  who  was  evidently  unused  to  appear- 
ing before  legislative  bodies,  and  who  brought  be- 
fore tnis  Board  two  expressmen  as  witnesses.  One 
of  them  is  the  proprietor  of  tbe  Marblehead  and 
the  other  the  owner  of  the  Maiden  express,  and 
they  asked  for  the  removal.    Neither  is  a  tax- 
oayer  m  the  city  of  Boston.    If  tois  matter  had 
had   an  impartial  bearing,   if   the   Metropolitan 
road  had  come  and  given  reasons  why  it  wanted 
the    tracks    retained     on     Court     street,     and 
if    the    owners     and     abutrers     had    appeared 
and   bad  given    satisfactory    reasons    wby    the. 
tracks  should  be  removed,  if  the  argument  of  the 
latter  had  been  the  stronger,  then  I  might  be  will- 
ing to  ha^e  it  done.    But  we  have  had  no  petition 
for  the  removal  here,  and  I  don't  know  that    the 
Committee   on    Paving   have  had  any.    The  only 
petition    comes   from   the  Adams  Express  Com- 
pany, bat  they  did  not  appear;  for  what  tes.son  I 
don't  know.    They  occupy  the   largest   part   of 
Couit  street,  which  is  as  much  larger  by  the  whole 
width  of  Washington  street  than  the  site  they  for- 
mally occupied.    I  cannot  see  bow  they  are  incon- 
venienced   by    tbe   tracks.    Today  I  saw    eleven 
of  their  teams  standing  idle  on  Court  street,  and 
the  Metropolitan  cars  passed  down  without  any 
difficulty.    The  express  teams  stand  there  from 
an  hour  to  an  hour  and  a  quarter  and  three-quar- 
ters at  a  tim°.    I  know  it,  and  if  is  directly  in  op- 
position to  the  ordinances  of  the  city  of  Boston  ; 
but  I  don't  a^k  to  have  them  enforced.    Our  ordi- 
nances ate  not  like  taelaws  ot  the  Medes  and  Per- 
sians, to  be  enforced  strictly  to  the  letter.    So,  for 
one,  I  am  perfectly  content  that  tbe  express  wag- 
ons :-hould  stand  at  the  bead  of  the  street ;  butl  am 
not  content  to  have   them   come   here   ana   use 
their  influence  to   prevent   the  running  of  cars 
through  Court  street,  and  neces=itate  a  complete 
blockade  to  travel  on  Cornhill,  to  the  inconven- 
ience of  hundreds  and  thousands  of   passenger.'. 


I  desire  to  state  further,  that  no  p^rty  connected 
with  the  Me'ropolitan  road  bas  been  to  me  upon 
this  subject.  Tbe  only  reason  I  have  for  moving 
a  teconsifieratioo,  is  to  have  it  opened  and  dis- 
cussed. The  arguments  given  foi  the  retention 
of  the  tracks  are,  to  my  mind,  unanswerable.  If 
the  motion  to  reconsider  prevails,  1  will  move  to 
lav  the  matter  upon  the  table,  or,  if  the  Committee 
on  Pavii  g  ck-sire  it,  to  have  it  recommitted 
to  them,  if  mother  heari.gis  deseed.  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  action  of  the  Board  so  far  is  un- 
wise; it  does  not  tend  to  relieve  streets  of  tbe 
blockades.  It  is  true  we  do  not  see  much  of  the 
blockade  now  on  Tremont  and  Wasningtou 
streets ;  and  I  think  that  with  the  efforts  the  lead- 
ing horse  railroads  have  made  during  the  past  six 
months  for  the  safety,  convenience  and  comfort  of 
their  passengers,  tbey  should  have  the  right 
to  be  heard  at  this  Board,  because  it  is  nothing 
more  or  less  than  the  granting  of  the  best  facilities 
■  of  travel  for  twenty  or  thirty  miHioMS  of  people. 

Alderm  ,n  Buriage— I  am  certainly  asdesirous 
of  acting  reasonably  in  this  matter  as  any  one.  I 
;im  not  prejudiced  against  horse  railroads,  for  I 
knowthev  are  a  great  convenience,  an^  it  wasn't 
necessary  for  the  Alderman  to  state  the  number 
of  cassengers  they  cairy.  I  must  confess  I  am  a 
little  surprised  at  his  remarks,  and  I  will  state 
^by  the  committee  did  not  thinK  it  necessary  to 
give  their  reasons  for  the  removal.  I  am  surpris- 
ed that  the  gentleman  says  that  Cornhill  is  more 
blocked  by  horse  cars  than  Court  st>e  t.  I 
know  that  Court  street  is  23  feet  7 
inches  wide  from  curb  to  euro  at  Washington 
street,  and  24  feet  1  inch  at  Court  square,  at  the 
Advertiser  office.  So  far  as  my  experience  goes, 
there  are  six  vehicles  passing  through  Court 
street  to  one  passing  through  Cornnill,  and  I 
think  ths  Bo-rdwill  bear  me  ou<.  I  h?ve  travelled 
by  bors*  cars  through  Cornhill  and  have  never 
seen  a  block;  that  street  is  travelled  veiy  little 
by  vehicles.  The  Paving  Committee  did  not  de- 
cide this  matter  upon  any  consideration  for 
Adams  &  Co.'s  Express,  neither  because  it  was 
granted  as  a  temporary  locs.tion ;  but  because  the 
track  is  an  obstruction  to  public  tiavel.  In  the  mat- 
ter of  a  rearrangement  of  the  routes  of  the  railroad 
companies,  the  Aldsiman  trom  Ward  9  bas  done 
the  committee  but  simple  justice  in  stat  ng  that 
they  have  attempted  to  arrange  the  matter  from, 
the  time  they  firs:,  came  into  office.  That  was  the 
way  the  petition  for  a  new  location  for  the  South 
Boston  came  in  ;  that  was  thought  to  be  the  best 
solution  or  the  difficulty,  and  the  committee 
granted  the  location  as  soon  as  possible.  I  am  a 
little  surprised  at  tbe  remarks  of  the  Alderman, 
because,  if  he  is  desirous  ot  remedying  this 
difficulty,  his  action  bas  appeared  strange, 
as  I  thick  he  was  a  little  inimical  to  that 
measure  at  the  time.  It  will  be  recollected 
that  when  tnat  matter  pas  ed  he  put  in  a  motion 
to  reconsider,  which  was  withdrawn  at  the  last 
moment.  The  location  was  finally  accepted  on 
the  last  of  the  thirty  days,  but  the  company  did 
not  proceed  to  put  down  their  tracks.  They  have 
not  cone  it  yet,  though  we  have  assurances  that 
they  will  do  so.  Until  that  track  is  o'own  the 
committee  don't  see  any  way  to  rearrange  the 
system  of  running  the  horse  cars,  It  is  in- 
tended to  take  off  a  good  many  of  the  cars 
from  the  route  round  Coinhiil,  which  wilt 
greatly  relieve  Tremont  street  and  Temple 
place.  As  to  the  track  of  the  Middlesex  Com- 
pany there  seems  to  be  less  cause  for  it  to  remain 
than  any  other,  because  they  don't  propose  to 
ma^eanyuse  of  it  at,  present.  The  Chairman 
has  correctly  stated  the  action  of  the  committee 
on  that  matter.  They  informed  tbe  president  that 
if  no  one  objected  to  the  track  remaining  they 
would  take  no  steps  to  have  it  removed — at  all 
events,  in  regard  to  the  one  in  Devonshire  street. 

Alderman  Harris— When  was  the  conversation 
wi  th  the  president  of  the  road  ? 

Alderman  Burrage— About  three  weeks  ago;  I 
can't  say  exactly.  After  that  conversation  the 
matter  came  befote  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  We 
had  applications  from  forty-three  expressmen 
and  104  truckmen  for  the  removal.  Tbe  criticism 
has  been  made  that  they  are  not  taxpayers;  but 
they  do  business,  and  I  have  found  that  tbey  are 
the  owners  of  the  teams.  All  the  express  com- 
panies in  new  Devonshire  street  ask  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  track.  If  the  track  is  of  no  present 
use,  the  Aldermen  have  no  right  to  let  it  re- 
remain  thereat  tbe  inconvenience  of  the  public 
who  wish  it  removed.  Even  if  it  is  a  little  expense 
to  the  company,  wec.^n't  help  that.  It  was  a  tem- 
porary grant,  to  be  removed  when  the  exigency 
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had  passed.  Furthermore,  it  is  entirely  useless 
now, "because  there  is  no  connection  with  the 
track  in  Dock  square,  and  tbey  must  get  liberty 
from  this  Board  before  they  can  make  one,.  If  tliese 
corporations  nave  any  new  light  to  throw  upon  this 
subject  I  should  be  glad  to  hear  them.  I  am  glad  to 
extend  all  reasonable  coui  tesy  to  parties  who  ask 
lor  a  hearing.  They  were  fully  beard  at  the  time 
on  *he  order  of  notice.  Iu  regard  to  the  allusion 
tbat  the  petitioners  did  not  put  in  a  hearing,  I 
will  remaik  ttiat  the  party  who  was  to  piesent 
their  case  was  unavoidably  absent  that  Cay  and 
wisbed  to  h^ve  the  matter  put  ovu,  but  the  com 
mitree  oidn't  deem  it  necessary.  The  committee 
consider**  A  tbe  exigency  for  the  removal  so  great 
and  so  apparent  that  tbey  didn't  require  much 
argument  upon  tbe  matter. 

Alderman  Prescott — The  Alderman  from  Ward 
10  seems  to  doubt  some  figures  I  presented.  Tbey 
were  obtained  from  the  police. 

Alderman  Bur  rage — To  which  figures  does  the 
Alderman  allude? 

Alderman  Prescott — To  the  width  of  Court 
street. 

Alderman  Burrage— I  take  my  figures  from 
those  in  possession  of  Superintendent  Harris. 

Alderman  Prescott— The  figurts  stated  by  me 
show  that  Court  street  is  some  fourteen  inches 
wider.  In  regard  to  there  being  no  blocks  on 
Cornhill,  I  hope  this  matter  will  be  recousidered 
that  members  may  take  time  to  look  into  it.  They 
will  find  that  a  different  state  of  things  exists. 
Members  of  tbe  Board  may  get  a  wrong  impres- 
sion when  riding  through  the  street.  Last  Satur- 
day 6vening,  I  know  by  personal  obs?.rvation  tbat 
cais  were  blocked  where  tbe  head  of  tbe  old  Scol- 
lay  buil diner  stood,  and  ar,  that  time  not  a  team  was 
to  be  seen  on  Court  street.  There  are  serious  blocks 
there  in  the  evening,  when  the  places  of  amuse- 


ment are  just  out.  I  can  sec;  no  reasoa  why  the 
cars  should  all  be  sent  through  Cornhill  at  that 
end  of  the  circuit,  than  tbat  the  tracks  in  Temple 
place  (Should  be  taken  up,  and  all  the  cars  be 
made  to  go  through  Boylston  street.  If  members 
will  look  into  this  matter,  tbey  will  find  a  differ- 
ent state  of  things  from  what  they  suppose,  and 
that  the  Committee  on  Paving  will  recaive  some 
new  li^ht. 

Alderman  Burrage — I  am  willing  to  have  a  re- 
consideration, if  the  Board  deem  it  btst  that  tbe 
parties  may  have  a  hearing.  I  do  this  simply  as 
an  act  of  courtesy.  If  they  wish  it,  I  a.a  willing 
to  hear  thsm. 

The  leconside ration  prevailed. 

Alderman  Bigelow— I  now  move  that  the  matter 
be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Paving.  [ 
understand  that  the  parties  in  interest  strongly 
desire  another  hearing,  and  I  am  willing  to  give 
them  every  possible  advantage.  Tbe  reason  this 
question  is  up  at  the  present  time  is  th.it  a  peti- 
tion came  in  for  tbe  repaying  of  Court  street.  I 
understand  there  are  now  but,  four  cars  au  hour 
running  through  Court  street;  and  believing 
the  location  was  granted  for  a  temporary 
purpose,  it  was  thought  best  to  lemove 
the  track  rn  view  of  tbe  pioposed  repaying  of  the 
street.  When  the  order  of  notice  was  offered,  the 
Alderman  from  Ward  15  moved  that  the  tracks  in 
State  and  Devonshi  i  e  streets  be  taken  up  at  the 
same  trme.  My  only  desire  is  to  do  my  duty  to  the 
city,  and  I  believe  that  is  tbe  feeling  of  every 
member  of  the  committee.  I  therefore  move  tbat 
the  martteir  be  recommitted  to  tbe  Committee  on 
Paving. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power  the  Board  ad- 
journed, and  stood  adjourned  to  Tuesday,  July  6, 
at  four  o'clock  P.  M. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 


JULY    1,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  7y2  o'clock,  P.  M., 
Hrlsey  J.  Boardman,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Petitions  oi  H.W.Williams  et  al„  Martin  Hayes 
et  al.,  and  requests  of  school  committee  severally 
referred. 

Thy  order  to  pay  Phineas  E.  Gay  $13,000,  in  full 
settlement  of  contract  with  Manuel  aud  Havnes 
for  improvement  on  the  Suffolk-street  district; 
and  chs  order  for  transfer  of  $33,500  from  Reserved 
Fund  to  the  appropiiation  for  Suffolk-sti  eet  Dis- 
trict, came  down  recommitted,  with  instructions 
to  report  an  order  to  pay  Mr.  Gay  $15,297,  with  in- 
terest at  six  per  cent,  to  this  time.    Concurred. 

Invitation  to  attena  tbe  lecture  to  be  delivered 
before  Post  7,  G.  A.  R.,  July  4.    Accepted. 

Report  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  ped  ion  of 
G.  C.  Hickok  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building 
on  Miller  street.    Accepted. 

Reports  and  orders  for  permits  for  the  erection 
of  wooden  buildings  to  be  issue  1,  viz.:  To 
Gilbert.  Williams,  Medford  street;  to  George  & 
Proctor,  East  First  stteet.  Orders  read  twice  and 
passed. 

Reports  and  orders  for    extension  of  time  to 
build  to  be    granted,  viz. :     To  John  Carew  on 
East,  Fourth  street;   to  E.  A.  Cushion-  on  Albany  ' 
strest,  between   Canton   and   BrooKline  streets. 
Ordsrs  read  twice  and  paseed. 

Ordei  for  the  prepara/trou  of  a  scheme  f or  tne 
division  of  the  city  into  twenty-four  wards:  Read 
twice  and  passed. 

Order  for  the  erection  of  a  stable  on  the  city 
lot  02  Canal  street,  Charlestowri,  at  an  estimated 
cost  ot  $10,000.  Read  twice  under  a  suspension 
of  the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt  ot  Ward  16, 
and  passed. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pay  polrce  officers  on  duty  in  Concord 
and  Lexington  on  19th  of  April  the  rnonev  received 
from  said  towns  for  services  of  such  officers. 

Order  for  the  pieparatioo  ana  printing  of  a  me- 
morial of  the  celebration  of  theooe  hundredth 
anniversirv  of  battle  of  Bunker  Hill. 

Order  to  pay  Cyrus  White  $75,  as  rent  of  armory 
of  Company  A,  First  Regiment,  from  April  1  to 
July  1. 

Severally  rej-d  a  second  time  and  passed  in  con- 
currence. 

ELECTION  OF  TREASURER  AND  COLLECTOR. 

The  elections  of  a  Treasurer  ano  aCollectoi  came 
up  under  unfinished  business. 

Treasurer.    Messis.  Devereux  of  Ward  22,  Rice 
ot  Ward  19  and  Muiray  of  Ward  3  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  collect  ar.d  count  votes.    They  re- 
ported- 
Whole  number  of  votes 54 

Necessary  to  a  choice 28 

Charles  H.  Dennie 52 

Thomas  Sherwin 2 

And  Mr.  Dennie  was  declared  elected  in  concur 
rence. 

Collector—  Toe  election  of  a  Collector  was  next 
taken  up. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— If  debate  is  in  order,  I  de- 
sire to  soy  that  it  seems  to  rne  that  when  a  ques- 
tion ot  the  import-  nee  of  this  is  brought  before 
the  body  which  has  toe  right  to  exercise  this  pow- 
er, something  should  be  sa'd  of  on  the  auestion 
with  regard  tp  the  propriety  of  the  action  pro- 
pored. 
The  President  ruled  that  debate  was  in  order. 
Mr.  Shaw — I  have  been  a  citizeo  of  Boston  thirty- 
five  y  ars,  and  I  believe  that  my  colleagues  who 
sit  within  the  sound  of  my  voice  a.  e  either  natives 
or  have  been  residents  of  Boston  for  many  years. 
Now,  1  find  ufon  my  desk— and  I  presume  others 
have  upoo  their  cesk-— the  n?mes  of  two  gentle- 
men a«  candidates  tor  the  office  of  Collector  of 
Taxe-.  I  believe  that  an  order  or  an  ordinance 
whs  passed  by  concurreut  vote  of  the  two  branch- 
es of  the  City  Council  a  few  years  since  making  it 
imperative  that  whoever  was  a  candidate  for  a  city 
office  should  ;e  I  citizen  of  Boston  in  order  to  oe 
eligible.  That,  srr,  I  believe  to  be  right  in  spirit. 
Whether  it  bean  ordinance  or  an  older,  Icare  not; 


an  orJer  has  all  the  solemnity,  ail  the  power,  ot 
an  ordinance.  I  believe  such  an  order  was  passed, 
but  wnether  it  was  or  not,  makes  no  difference. 
The  question  comes  before  us  today  in  a  broad 
sense.  Of  the  375,000  peopl  that  walk  tne  streets 
day  by  ds.y,  it  seems  to  me  there  is  at  least  one  cit- 
izen with  "the  qualifications  necessary  to  fill  the 
office  of|Collector  ot  Taxes— at  east  one  citizen.  I 
believe  that  thousands  pass  this  City  Hall  every 
day  who  are  compeieric  to  exercisr  the 
prerogatives  of  that  office.  Now,  sir,  I 
have  n't  tne  right,  in  a  parliamentary  Sfnse,  to 
criticise  what  may  have  been  i;one  in  the  other 
branch  of  the  City  Government ;  nor  do  1  pro- 
pose to  do  so.  I  have  only  the  ngh*  to  sav  that 
that  august  body,  by  a  large  majority,  has  elected, 
to  the  office  of  Collector  a  gentleman — an  Honora- 
ble, pure  and  higb-miudea  gentleman,  without 
doubt — who  is  not  and  nevei  ha-  been  since  his 
freedom  a  citizen  of  Bo-ton.  As  well  might  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  and  we  go  down  to  the  lown 
of  Hull,  or  to  the  city  of  New  York  or  New  Or- 
leans, ana  elect  some  gentleman  to  the 
office  of  Collector,  thereby  implying  that 
of  all  the  375,000  citizens  of  Bosto.i  not 
one  is  competent,  and  we  are  compelled  to  go 
to  Hull,  New  York  or"New  Orleans  to  find  one  man 
competent  and  fit  for  that  tlace.  -  Thst  seems  to 
be  eotirely  »rong  in  principle,  ani  as  one  of  the 
kurnbl'St  of  tue  m^mb^rs  of  tnis  CoudciI  I  raise 
my  humble  voice  against  it  here,  that  the  oeopie 
of  Boston  may  kno  ■,?,  <md  that  the  people  of  New 
York,  New  Oileans  and  EIuH  and  of  the  whole 
civilized  world  may  know,  that  the  city  of  Boston 
is  compelled  to  go  out,  of  her  own  limits  loto 
another  county  to  find  a  person  competent  and 
fittea.  for  an  office  worth  $5000  a.  year  for 
the  collection  of  the  taxes  levied  upon  her 
citizens.  Well,  sir,  there  may  be  thosejin  toe  com- 
muni i y  who  desire  to  have  such  a  result  as  that, 
but  I  am  not  one  of  those.  I  am  opposed  on  prin- 
ciple to  any  such  action.  The  gentleman  who  has 
been  elected  dv  the  Board  of  Aldermen  is  an  hon- 
orable genclema-i  a-d  a  tried  solaier.  No  man 
can  gainsay  that;  no  man  de;  ires  to  do  so,  and 
last  of  all  would  Praise  my  voice  against  such  a 
man  as  that  But,  sir,  as  1  have  repeated,  of  the 
375,000  people  who  walk  our  streets  day  by  day, 
if  we  have  n't  one  who  is  fitted  and  competent  for 
that  place,  we  had  bettei  give  up  our  right  to  a 
city  charter  atid  hand  over  the  whole  pre- 
rogative of  this  City  Government  to  some  country 
town  of  Massachusetts.  I  should  hope  that  the 
good  common  sense  of  thi  elected  representatives 
of  the  people  will  lrown  upon  such  a  proposrtion. 
I  am  told,  sir— and  wnether  it  is  true  or  not,  there 
are  those  who  can  deny  it,  if  it  is  not— that  the  gen- 
tleman elected  by  the  other  branch— I  saynothing 
in  criticism  of  their  action— is  r.owth-  recipient, 
under  rhe  Ge  eral  Government,  of  a  large  salary, 
and  has  been  for  many  years.  All  honor  to 
hrm  as  a  brave  soldier,  and  a  true,  honest, 
fair  and  square  man.  But,  sir,  I  find  upon  my 
desk — .nd  I  care  not  to  eulogize  him,  for  I  have 
never  exchanged  a  word  with  trim  in  my  life 
on  the  subject— the  name  of  one  who  has 
been  well  tried  for  ten,  twelve  or  fifteen  years 
in  the  city  employment.  I  find  here  the  name  of 
James  W.  Ricker,  whose" record,  I  am  told,  stands 
unimpeached  and  unimpeachable.  I  don't  rise  in 
his  defence,  for  he  need's  none;  I  only  rise  to  ad- 
vocate a  principle,  and  that  is  that  it  is  our  duty, 
in  my  humble  judgment,  to  place  in  positions  of 
honor,  profit  or  trust,  well-known  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton, citizens  who  have  been  well  tried  and  are 
competent,  against  whom  no  man  can  raise 
hU  voice,  and  that  such  men  should  be 
the  recipients  ot  our  votes  for  the  offices 
ces  which  we  have  the  honor  and  the  right  and 
the  prerogative  to  confer  upon  them.  I  am  no 
ma-.'s  advocate ;  I  o  nly  speak  upon  that  p  inciple 
wuich  I  believe  the  citizens  of  Boston,  without 
distinction  of  party — I  was  going  to  make  another 
distinction,  but  I  will  not— and  without  distinc- 
tion of  party  or  caste,  will  say  is  right.  I  am  op- 
posed co  going  from  this  great  city  into  :iny  coun- 
try town,  or  into  any  other  city,  to  find  a  candidate 
to  receive  our  votes  for  an  office  the  salary  of 
which  is  $5000  per  annum,  the  right-,  and. 
duties,  and  prerogatives  of  vhich  can  bet- 
ter be  discharged  by  one  who  is  familiar 
with  it,  who  kno*s  the  people  of  Boston,  who  has 
paid  taxes  here,  and  who  is  one  of  us.  If  the  city 
of  Boston  cannot  produce  -uch  a  ma-i  qualified  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  that  office,  then  I  say  it  is 
onr  duty  to  go  elsewhere.  But  I  shall  repeat  it, 
even  at  "the  expense  of  repetition,  that  there  are 
ten  thousand  pe.ople  in  this  city  today  who  are  as 
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competent;,  yea,  more,  sir,  by  experience  and  ac- 
quaintance with  tbe  people,  than  is  the  gentleman 
wbobas  been  elected  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen ; 
and  all  tbis  time  not  a  word  can  I  raise  against 
hint  as  an  honorable,  straightforward,  hon- 
est mar.  I  have  my  choice  and  each  member  of 
tbisOuicil  has  his,  whether  to  say  he  will  raise 
bis  voice  or  deposit  bis  vote  for  a  citizen  of  Bcs- 
ton  or  in  favor  ot  a  citizen  of  a  country  towa.  I 
have  said  all  I  desire  to  say.  I  have  no  leeling, 
no  animosity,  nothing  against  any  man.  I  speak 
upon  principle,  and  trust  the  principle  1  have 
announced  will  bs  sustained  by  this  City  Govern- 
ment. Be  it  sail  to  our  shame,  through  the  civ- 
ilized world,  tbat  of  all  the  375,000  citizers  of  Bos- 
ton not  One,  sir,  is  competent  or  capable  of  ad- 
ministering the  office  of  Collector  of  Taxes,  and 
the  City  Council  was  compelled,  for  that  reason 
alone,  to  go  into  a  country  town  to  find  a  candi- 
date for  thar.  place. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9— General  Sherwin  was 
born  in  the  city  of  Bo'tou,  being  a  son  of  the 
highly  respected  Thomas  Sherwin,  who  was 
for  many  years  the  teacher  of  the  Eng- 
lish High  School.  Gfneral  Sherwin  was  edu- 
cated at  the  Boston  Latrn  School.  When 
he  was  but  twenty  years  old  tbe  war  broke 
out,  and  be  enlisted  in  the  Twenty-second 
Massachusetts  Regiment,  as  lieutenant.  By  a 
steady  and  faithful  nerformance  of  duty  he  rose 
to  the  position  of  lieutEt  ant  colonel  of  that  regi- 
ment, end  during  rhe  scarcity  of  officers  while  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  war  decimated,  it  fell  to 
his  auty  to  command  a  brigade.  He  was  brevetted 
n  brigadier  general  for  conspicuous  gallantry  in 
a  successful  assault  upon  the  rebel  fortifications 
in  front  of  Petersburg,  After  the  War  was  over 
he  vas  appointed  to  a  responsible  office  in  the 
Boston  Custom  House,  which  gave  him  a  great 
deal  of  financial  duty  of  such  a  Dj,ture  a<> 
to  aid  and  qualify  him  tor  the  position  of  Col- 
lector. During  all  the  time  he  has  held  that  po- 
sition he  has  spent  the  business  hours  of  every 
day  i  a  Boston.  Not  having  a  large  income,  hav- 
ing a  family  to  support,  and  beir>g  a  man  who  un- 
der no  circumstances  would  live  beyond  his  in- 
come, he  hired  a  bouse  in  Dedhani  ou  account  of 
the  cheapness  ot  rent.  The  propri-  ty  is  pert eotly 
evident  that  every  official  of  Boston  should  live  iu 
the  city;  no  person  would  recognize  it  quicker 
than  General  Sherwin,  and  ne  stated  to  the  com- 
mittee that  if  the  City  Council  should  see  tit  to  elect 
him  to  this  office  he  would  atouce  move  into  Bos- 
ton. Buttomeit  seems  to  be  a  distinction  without  a 
difference.  I  am  just  as  much  a  citizen  of  Boston, 
sleeping,  as  I  shall  tonight,  in  Arlington,  v\here  1 
spend  my  summers,  as  I  am  in  winter,  .deeping  in 
Boston.  '  I  think  that  a  man  spending  every  busi- 
ness day  in  Boston  ia  just  as  practically  identified 
with  the  interests  of  Boston,  for  this  investigation, 
it  is  just  as  satisfactory  for  our  purposes,  whether 
he  rents  a  house  in  Dedttain  or  in  Boston.  •  It 
seems  to  me  to  be  a  distinction  which  is  haroly 
worth  while  tor  this  Councrl  to  take  into  the  ques- 
tion. We  want  the  best  rnau  vje  can  find  to  fill 
the  place.  I  would  hue  the  .  Council  to  re- 
flect for  a  moment  wbeth-r,  at  the  time 
General  Sherwin  was  earning  honor  for  Boston  by 
his  manlv  service  in  the  field,  we  should  have 
heard  any  gentleman  question  his  citizenship.  I 
think  we  should  have  claimed  him  as  a  citizen  of 
Boston  and  a  Boston  boy,  and  have  been  proud 
to  do  so.  I  don't  think  we  could  st  lect  any  man 
more  identified  with  Boston's  interests  than  Gen- 
eral Sherwin.  I  believe  tbat  rf  he  were  elected 
tonight  to  the  office  of  Collector,  and  were  to 
move  into  Bostonimmedi  .t-lyaftei,  he  wouldbeno 
more  and  no  less  a  citizen  of  Bostor  than  h-;  is  now. 
But  the  Committee  on  the  Treasury  Department, 
to  whom  it  fell  to  matte  this  nomination,  were  very 
deeply  impressed  with  the  great  importance  of  the 
selection.  To  me  it  sheared  me  most  important  and 
responsible  duty  that  had  fallen  to  me  since  I 
have  had  the  honor  to  serve  in  this  Council,  and  i 
know  that  the  whole  committee  felt  it  deeply  and 
seriously.  This  official  will  bsmclle  15,000,000  of 
money  every  year;  he  will  also  have  the  appoint 
ment  of  fifteen  or  twenty  officials  under  him. 
Their  duties  are  very  important  and  aifficult,  and 
it  is  a  positioo  which,  it  seems  to  me,  requires 
more  than  an  ordinary  class  of  ability.  It  is 
known  that  there  are  a  good  many  people  in  the 
city  of  Boston  who  are  taxed  by  tae 
Board  of  Assessors,  and  it  appears  after  the  war- 
rants are  placed  in  the  hands  of  tbe  Collector  to 
collect,  that  it  is  actually  impossible  for  them  to 
pay  ;  and  it  is  necessary  for  the  Collector,  in  that, 
event,  to  uae  his  discretion  to  a  certain  extent  in 


not  pursuing  people  who  are  absolutely  unable  to 
pay.  On  the  other  hand,  there  are  people  who  are 
amyly  able  *"-o  p>jy,  but  who  take  pains  to  impress 
upon  the  Collector  and  his  deputies  that  they  are 
unable  to  do  so ;  and  here  it  is  a  difficult 
problem,  requiring;  a  discretion,  knowledge  of 
men,  for  tbe  official  who  holds  this  power  to  press 
one  and  to  lefrain  from  pressing  another.  The 
man  who  holds  tbat  power,  if  he  i<  not  strong  in 
independence,  courage  and  integrity,  mav  involve 
the  city  of  Boston  in  a  way  of  doing  business 
which  would  bs  exceedingly  unsatisfactory.  The 
deputy  collectors,  too,  who  will  be  appointed  to 
press  delinquents  and  insist  upon  their  paying, 
will  have  a  most  disagreealle  duty,  one  which  the 
officers  would  be  well  inclined  to  evade  upon  oc- 
casion. Of  course  it  requires  firmness,  tact  and 
discretion  to  see  that  these  deputy  collect- 
ors do  exactly  their  duty  and  no  more 
than  i  heir  duty;  that  they  co  not  op- 
press the  ptoplt;  and  yet  that  they  do  not 
a'low  a  taxpayer  who  is  able  to  pay  tj  escape  pay- 
ing his  taxes  while  you  and  I  pay  them.  The  of- 
fice i«  such  a  one  that  it  does  nor  necessarily  fol- 
low that  a  man  who  is  a  good  clerk  would  be  a 
good  collector.  It  needs  mote  than  a  good  clerk; 
it  needs  a  man  wuo  is  known  to  possess  qualities 
of  courage,  manliness,  justice  and  firmness,  and 
it  was  the  unanimous  opinion  of  'he  committee 
that  of  all  the  names  befo;e  them,  Geneial  Sher- 
win possesses  these  qualities  ia  the  very 
Irghest  degree.  It  seemed  to  ihem  and 
to  me,  that  they  presented  to  this  Council 
a  man  unsurpassed  in  his  fitness  for  that  office, 
and  they  believe  so  now  ;  thej  believe  that  no  bet- 
ter name  could  be  pres=nted  to  the  Council. 
There  is  the  nanoe  of  another  candid?.te  here  who 
has  been  in  the  office  of  the  City  Treasurer  as  one 
of  the  clerks  for  some  time,  and  I  believe  him  to 
be  a  very  good  clerk ;  but  I  do  not  believe  he  pos- 
sesses anything  like  the  quaiificatioi  s  for  this  of- 
fice that  General  Sherwin  cloes,and  therefore  I  shall 
not  vote  for  him.  The  committee  have  attempt- 
ed Toothing  else  whatever  iu  their  deliberations  but 
to  search  for  the  best  man  ;  they  have  no'  all  ">ned 
personal  friendship  or  good  will,  or  a  desire  of  in- 
fluence, or  anything  v'hatever,  to  influence  them 
in  looking  at  the  qualifications  of  this  candidate; 
but  have  endeavored  to  present  to  the  Council  the 
very  best  manthjy  could  rind  tor  the  office,  and 
they  believe  they  have  dons  =o. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  have  no  shadow  or  show 
of  fault  to  find  with  the  suggestion  made  by  the 
honorable  gentleman;  all  he  has  said  is  true  in 
principle,  and  the  propositions  he  makes  are 
proper  a.  d  right.  But,  sir,  he  has  n't  offered  one 
sciutillaof  evideuce  that  General  Shersin  pos- 
sesses onu  single  item  of  financial  experience.  He 
may  have  been  the  boldest  and  bravest  of  the 
generals  in  the  arrnv;  a  imu  may  be  a  good  ma- 
son, but  it  does  n't  follow  that  he  can  successfully 
keep  a  hotel,  or  be  a  first  class  carpenter.  In  all 
I  said  I  brought  ao  shadow  or  intimation  against 
General  SbKrwiu.  As  a  man  and  a  sol- 
dier I  believe  him  to  be  brave,  hono;a- 
ble  and  honest;  but  does  that  qualify  him  for 
the  position  of  collector  of  u;,xes?  My  worthy 
friend  says  what?  Why,  sir— aud  I  quote  his 
words — "It  is  a  uio-t  responsible  office;  it  re- 
quires one  who  is  well  acquainted  with  tie  people 
of  Boston."  I  take  him  on  that  issue.  The  other- 
candidate  is  one  who  fo1-  the  last  ten,  twelve  or 
fifteen  years  had  administered  the  duties  of  the 
office,  and  my  worthy  friend  from  the  Ninth  Ward 
does  n't  open  or  can't  open  his  lips  against  that 
man  in  rhe  discharge  of  bis  duties.  "Ex- 
perience," "acquainted  with  the  business," 
and  "the  oeople  of  Boston."  I  ouly  ask, 
sir,  as  a  man  of  common  sense,  whether 
the  experience  which  that  man  h,as  had  is  n't 
worth  a  great  deal  more  to  the  city  of  Boston  than 
is  the  experience  of  one  who  is  a  resident  of  a 
country  town  in  acotber  county,  to  matter  what 
he  may  be,  or  what  may  have  been  his  record 
as  a  brave  and  bold  general  in  the  army.  We  are 
not  now  in  times  of  war;  we  ars  in  times  of  peace, 
thank  God;  and  there  is  n't  a  man  sitting  at  this 
Board  but,  at  the  bottom  of  bis  heart,  believes 
that  a  man  experienced  in  the  department 
where  this  other  candidate"  has  been  is  bet- 
ter fitted  for  the  position  of  collector.  Fa- 
voritism, sir!  The  Boston  Cusrom  House  -let  me 
talk  it  boldly,  sir— the  Bosto  a  Custom  House  has 
lobbied  individual  members  of  thi3  Council  to  my 
certain  knowledge.  The  Boston  Custom  House 
has  been  brought  up  herr .  I  have  felt  it,  others 
have  telt  it.  "We  might  as  well  talk  plain  Anglo- 
Saxon  language  hete.    We  all  come  here  to  de- 
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fend  the  rights  and  pass  upon  the  interests  of 
the  city  of  Boston.  Is  it  for  the  best  inter- 
ests of  tbe  city  ot  Boston  to  go  out  of  town 
and  take  a  young  man  with  no.  financial  ex- 
perience, with  no  practical  acquaintance  with 
the  people,  when  we  have  one  who  for  the  last 
twelve  or  fifteen  years. h.  s  served  in  that  capacity, 
and  against  whose  competency  no  peison  in  this 
Council  oc  in  this  community  can  raise  his  voice. 
I  speak  upon  the  principle  of  this  thing.  My 
worthy  fnend  speaks  in  high  terms  of  the  nomina- 
tion—and  he  does  inn  all  honesty  and  fairness,  I 
have  no  doubt;  he  is  a  friend  ot  the  bold  and 
brave  general,  and  1  gladly  stand  here  and  second 
all  he  has  said  in  regard  to  his  valor,  courage  and 
ability;  but  is  this  Government  to  be  carried  on 
by  favoritism?  Let  us  , sk  in  this  asd  every  in- 
stance where  appointments  are  to  be  made  and 
elections  to  be  Dad,  Is  this  a  Government  of  the 
people,  or  is  it  a  Government  of  friends  who  come 
nere  to  serve  their  own  purposes?  I  speak  with 
waxmth,  because  I  speak  with  sincerity;  with  ar- 
der,  because  it  devolves  upon  every  honest  mem- . 
ber  of  the  City  Goveroment  to  stand  in  his  place 
and  declare  his  opinion.  My  opinion  is  that  the 
duties  of  that  office  can  be  discharged  with  much 
more  satisfaction  ro  the  375,000  people  of  Boston 
oy  James  W.  Ricker  than  by  General  Thomas 
Sherwin ;  and  the  words  I  state  here  will  be  copied 
verbatim  et  literatim,  and  tney  wnl  go  before 
the  people  of  Bostoo,  who  will  say  amen  to  that 
sentiment,  whether  it  comes  fromme  or  from  some 
other  gentleman  of  tbe  Council— it  makes  no  Dif- 
ference who.  Honestly,  fairly,  and  in  a  parlia- 
mentary manner,  I  mean  to  state  this  proposition, 
which  is  a  bold  one,  but  it  is  one,  sir,  which  the 
people  respect,  and  which  shall  go  abroad  over 
thi-s  continent  of  ours,  eveu  to  the  shores  of  the 
Pacific  and  to  the  continent  of  Europe,  that  Bos- 
ton, sir,  Boston,  had  n't  a  mao  of  h^r  375,000  peo- 
ple competent  to  be  Collector  of  Taxes,  but  had  to 
go  into  the  country  to  find  that  man !  This  is  a  dis- 
grace, sir,  to  the  city  of  Boston,  high  as  she  stands 
in  tbe  feelings  and  righteous  judgment  of  the 
people  of  the  civilized  world  todav.  The  seat  of 
learning,  the  Athens  of  America— Boston,  sir ;  Bos- 
ton, sii—  hasn't  a  man  competent  or  fit  to  collect 
the  taxes  assessed  upon  her  people  within  her 
broad  limits  of  almost  20,000  acres!  Disgrace  to 
the  city  of  Boston  it  may  be  in  principle;  not, 
sir,  by  tbe  election  of  the  gentleman  whom 
my  friend  defends,  but  in  fact  and  prin- 
ciple. If  that  honorable  committee  couldn't 
find  a  person  in  Boston  fit  to  fill  that  place,  and 
were  not  wise  enough  nor  full  enough  ot  rssearch, 
and  had  rot  the  acquaintance  with  the  people  to 
find  such  a  man,  give  it  to  some  committee,  per- 
haps not  of  more  ability,  but  ot  better  judgment 
and  sounder  discretion,  aud  one  better  acquainted 
with  the  peopls.  I  speak,  as  I  said  before,  with 
feeliag;  not,  sir,  that  I  have  aoimosity  against 
one,  or  f a  voritism  tor  the  other ;  but  I  advocate  a 
principle  which,  in  my  humble  judgment,  is  one 
that  the  people  of  Bos" on  always  have  adhered  to 
and  always  will  adhere  to. 

The  Council  proceeded  to  ballot.  Messrs.  Mor- 
rison of  Ward  9.  "Whitcomb  of  Ward  13,  and 
Dnggan  of  Wara  5  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
collect  and  count  votes.    They  reported: 

Whole  number  of  votes 67 

Necessary  to  a  choice 34 

James  W.  Ricker 37 

Thomas  Sherwin 29 

Wm.  H.  Learnard,  Jr 1 

Ana  Mr.  Ricker  was  declared  elected  in  con-con- 
currence.   Ce»tificare  sent  up. 

AUDITOR'S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts 
(City  Doc.  No.  72)  was  received  and  sent  up. 

The  payments  of  the  city  of  Boston  and  county 
of  Suffolk  during  the  financial  year  of  1874-75, 
drawn  for  by  rhe  Mayor  through  the  office  of  the 
Auditor  of  Accounts,  were  as  follows,  viz: 

On  account  of  the  City  of  Boston $14,596,:05.07 

On  account  of  the  County  of  Suffolk 168,680.30 

Total  drawn  for  by  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  $14,764,885.37 

To  which  add  the  payments  by  the  Treas- 
urer, which  did  not  pass  through  the  Au- 
ditor's office,  to  pay  the  State  Tax,  Inter- 
est and  Premium,  County  of  Suffolk,  and 
Militia  Bounty,  the  details  of  which  are 
given  under  the  head  of  "Auditor's  Ag- 
gregates"      $3,677,282.81 

To  the  Board  of  Commissioners  on  the 
Sinking  Funds  (see  Auditor's  Aggregates 
fordetails) 2,061,784.37 

Old  claims,  being  Auditor's  drafts  of  pre- 
vious years 464.10 


Total  payments,  as  shown  by  the  Auditor 
of  Accounts $20,504,416.65 


The  actual  payments,  as  shown  by  the  annual  re- 
port of  the  City  and  County  Treasurer  to  the  City 
Council,  which  is  apended  to  this  document,  were 
as  follows,  viz.: 

On  account  of  the  City  of  Boston $20,130,337.09 

On  account  of  the  County  of  Suffolk 372,311.99 


Add  to  which  the  drafts  drawn  by 
the  Auditor  of  Accounts  on  ac- 
count of  City  of  Boston  during 
the  year,  but  not  paid,  say $1,757.57 

County  of  Suffolk 10.00 


$20,502,649.08 


1,767.57 


We  have  the  total  as  given  above  by  the 
Auditor $20,504,416.65 


The  Treasurer's  report  shows  that  the  bal- 
ance of  cash  on  hand  April  30, 1874,  was. .  $2,185,172.30 

Total     receipts    during   the 
year  1874-75 $21,754,981.39 

Total   payments  during  the 

year  1874-75., 20,502,649.08 

1,252,332.31 

Showinga  cash  balance  April  30, 1875 $3,437,504.61 

To  this  cash  balance  of  the  Treasurer,  we 
add  the  amount  advanced  by  him  on  a 
loan  authorized,  hut  not  negotiated,  as 
shown  under  the  head  of  "Treasurer's 
balance" 97,781.13 


Balance  belonging  to  the  treasury $3,535,285  74 


This  balance  of  $3,535,285.74  is  subject  to  the  fol- 
lowing payments,  viz. : 
Balances  of  unexpended  appropriations  for 

uncompleted  woiks,  etc.,  carried  to  1875- 

76 / $3,428,822.37 

Sundry  items  shown  under  the  head  of  the 

Treasurer's  balance 106,463.37 

$3,535,285.74 

Redemption  Funds. 

The  Commissioners  on  the  Sinking  Funds,  for 
the  redemption  of  toe  debt  of  tbe  ciiy,  paid  duiing 
the  financial  year  ending  April  30,  1875,  $2,171,- 
955.78,  of  debt,  as  follows: 

Paid  at  maturity $1,237,193.19 

Purchased  with  revenue  set  apart  for  that 

purpose 724,000.00 

Charlestown  ana  Brighton  demand  notes 

purchased '     81,060.92 

Consolidated  Street  Improvement  Sterling 

Loan  purchased  ia  London  by  contract 

(•£12,465) 67,128.75 

Burnt  District  Sterling  Loan  purchased  in 

London  (£10.200) 53.572.92 

Paid  due  1873-4,  but  not  called  for  until 

1P74-5 9,000.00 

$2,171,955.78 

The  Debt. 

The  detailed  debt  table  m  the  report  represents 
that  there  is  outstanding  $24,500,  which  became 
due  in  the  years  1874  and  1875,  but  was  not  called 
for,  tbe  interest  on  which  has  ceased.  The  amount 
of  debt  issued  during  the  year  was  for  citypur- 
poses  $2,436,000,  and  for  the  Cochituate  Water 
Works  $260,000;  total,  $2,696,000.  The  tables  which 
follow  aggregate  the  particulars  relating  to  the 
debt,  and  show  that  while  tbe  gross  funded  and 
unfunded  debt  which  stood  April  30,  1875,  at 
$43,512,611.12,  against  $43,137,463.12,  April  30,1874, 
has  increased  during  the  y*ar  $375,148,  the  net 
debt  -tending  April  30, 1875,  $27,294,208.20,  against 
$27,719,890.37,  April  30,  1874,  ba?.  decreased  $425,- 
682.17- in  the  same  period,  by  the  increase  of  means 
for  paying  the  same.  Tbe  increase  ot  the  gross 
debt  was  caused  principally  by  negotiating  the 
additional  lo-m  of  $1,620,000  for  completing  the 
"Burnt  District"  improvements,  authorized  by  an 
order  of  the  City  Vouncil  March  30, 1874. 
The  amount  of  the  funded  debt  of  the  city, 

of  all  kinds,  April  30, 1874,  was $42,890,785.77 

Add  amount  of  bonds  issued  on  account  of 

City  and  Water  Loans  during  the  year 

1874-75 2,696,000.00 

$45,586,785.77 
Zens  amount  of  debt  paid  duiing  the  year 
1874-75 2,171 ,955.78 

Total  funded  debt  of  the  city,  April  30, 
1875 $43,414,829.99 

Add  unfunded  debt,  being  advances  made 
by  the  treasurer  on  a  loan  authorized  by 
City  Council,  but  not  negotiated, 97,781.13 
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Total  funded  and  unfunded  debt,  April  30, 
1875 $43,512,611.12 

The  indebtedness,  as  stated  above,  the  Auditor 
classifies  as  follows: 

City  Debt  proper $26,882,676.18 

Water  Debt  (net  cost  of  the  Water  Works).  10,786,739.19 

War  Debt  (loans  outstanding) 1,794,500.00 

Roxbury  Debt             "              487,750.00 

Dorchester  Debt         "              132,500.00 

Charlestown  Debt      "              1,247,805.15 

"       Water  Debt  "              1,280,000.00 

Brighton  Debt              "               405,640.60 

West  Roxbury  Debt   "             495,000.00 

Total,  as  <ibove .$43,512,511.12 

Total  funded  and  unfunded  debt,  April  30, 
1874 $43,137,463.12 


The  Water  Loans  outstanding  April  30,  1875, 
amount  to  $8,123,711.11;  but  the  real  debt  of  the 
Water  Works  is  shown  by  the  excess  of  the  in- 
terest and  expense0  tor  said  works  over  tbe  reve- 
nue oerived  frcrn  tbe  same,  which  is  as  stated  in 
the  Appendix,  $10,786,739.19. 

The  Means  on  hand  for  Paying  the  Debt. 
Cash  in  charge  of   the  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners on  the  Sinking  Funds,  April  30, 

1875 $1,201,769.53 

Certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  belonging  to  the  Board  of  Com- 
missioners on  the  Sinkiug  Funds 13,837,140.15 

Public  Band  Bonds  and  Mortgages  in  the 
hands  of  the  Treasurer,  secured  oh  lands 
purchased  of  the  city,  all  payments  on 
■which  are  made  to  the  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners on  the  Sinking  Funds 364,441.08 

Street-improvement  and  other  Bonds,  do. .         815,062.16 

Total  redemption  means,  April  30,1875....  $16,218,402.92 
Total  redemption  means,  April  30, 1874....     15,417,572.75 

Increase  of  means  in  1874-75 $800,830.17 

The  Net  Debt  of  the  City.  ~ 
'Xot&lfunded  and  unfunded  debt,  of  all  de- 
scriptions, of  the  City  ot  Boston,  April  30, 

1875 $13,512,611.12 

Total  means  on  hand  for  paying  the  same, 
April  30, 1875 16,218,402.92 

Net  debt  of  the  city,  April  30, 1875 $27,294,208.20 

Net  debt  of  the  city,  April  30, 1 874 $27,719,890.37» 

Net  debt  of  the  city,  April  30, 1875 27,294,208.20 

Decrease  of  the  net  debt $425,682.17 

The  increase  of  means  for  the  redemption 
of  the  debt  during  the  year $800,830.17 

The  increase  of  the  gross  debt  during  the 
year 375,148.00 

Net  decrease  of  the  debt .  $425,682,17 

Income  and  Appropriations. 

Estimated  income  and  taxes $14,447,263.00 

Actual  income  and  taxes 14,335,014.75 

Deficiency  of  actual  income  and  taxes 112,248.25 

Excess  of  appropriations  over  actual  pay- 
ments      $854,332.33 

Less  deficiency  of  actual  income  and  taxes.       112,248.25 

Total  amount  paid  to  the  Commissioners 
on'  Sinking  Funds  for  the  redemption  of 
th e  debt  of  the  city $742,084.08 

The  New  State  Law. 

The  provisions  of  the  State  act  passed  at  the 
last  session  of  the  Legislature,  prohibiting  cities 
and  towns  from  incurring  debts,  exclusive  of 
those  for  water  works,  the  aggregate  of  three  per 
cent,  o.i  their  valuation  of  taxable  property,  less 
the  amount  of  sinking  f  urds,  will  allow  the  city 
of  Boston,  with  its  valuation  Ot  $798,755,050,  May 
1, 1874,  an  amount  of  net  debt,  less  the  outstanding 
water  loans  of  $23,662,s51.50. 
The  qross  funded  debt  of  the  city  of  Boston, 

April  30, 1875,  was $43,414,829.99 

Less  sinking  funds  15,038,899.68 

$28,375,930.31 
Less  water  loans 8,123,711.11 

Net  debt,  less  sinking  funds  and  water  loans$20,252,219.20 

Amount  of  debt,  allowed  by  the  act,  less 
water  loans $23,962,651.50 

Net  debt  April  30, 1875,  less  water  loans  and 
sinkingfunds $20,252,219.20 

$3,710,432.30 


Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  city  of  Boston  -can 
at  this  time  only  increase  its  debt,  other  than  for 
water  purposes,  $3,710,442.30.  The  net  debt  of  Bos- 
ton, as  shown  in  the  tables  Detore  given  pertain- 
ing to  the  debt, is  che  a mount  ot  the  gross  debt, 
less  ihe  sinsing  funds  and  the  amount  of  bonds 
in  the  treasury,  receipts  on  which  are  pledged  to 
the  payment  of  the  debt,  while  the  above  shows 
the  gioss  oeot,  less  the  sinking  funds  alone. 
No  Renewal  of  Loans. 

The  debt  tables  in  the  report  show  that  in  each 
firancia1  year  to  come  up  to  the  financial  year 
1894-5,  a  portion  of  the  debt  of  the  city  will  be- 
come due,  and  it  is  a  satisfaction  to  be  able  to 
state  that  means  have  been  provided  for  paying 
the  same  at  its  maturity  with  no  renewal  ot  loans. 

Tbe  tax  statement  will  show  a  large  amount  of 
taxes  outstanding  on  the  30th  of  April,  and  in  con- 
sequence thereof  there  was  a  deficiency  of  the 
amount  required  from  taxes,  as  estimated  by  the 
Auditor  of  Accounts,  to  meet  che  expenditures  of 
the  year  of  $525,966.25;  and  the  comparative  tables 
of  the  estimated  and  actual  revenue  received,  in- 
cluding the  taxes,  show,  for  the  first  time  since 
1851-2,  «,  deficiency  iu  the  actual  compared  witb  the 
estimated  income,  of  $112,248.25,  which  was  made 
up  ftom  the  excess  of  appropriations.  During  this 
period  there  bave  been  several  years  in  which  tbe 
payments  have  exceeded  the  approDriations, 
wnich  have  bee.i  met  by  an  excess  of  revenue. 
The  excess  of  appropriations  not  used,  less  the  de- 
ficiency of  revenue  paid  to  the  Sinking  Fund  Com- 
missioners as  the  result  of  the  year's  bu-.iuess,  was 
$742,084.08. 

The  ravages  made  by  the  fires  of  Nov.  9, 1872, 
and  May  30, 1873,  spoken  of  in  previous  reports, 
have  nearly  all  been  obliterated,  the  burnt  dis- 
tricts being  mostly  built  over  with  vastly  superior 
business  structures  on  much  wider  streets.  The 
cost  for  the  street  improvements  in  the  burnt  dis- 
trict to  Apiil  30, 1875,  was  $5,873,559.38,  and  of  the 
Washington  and  Essex  streets  district  to  same 
date,  $178,445.20.  There  remain  quite  a  number  of 
unsettled  claims  for  land  and  grade  damages  in 
these  districts.  The  total  number  of  buildings 
built  and  completed  upon  the  burnt  district  of 
1872,  since  the  tire,  444. 

The  E.ssessment  of  taxes  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  the  city  of  Bo?ton  and  county  of  Suffolk  for 
the  financial  yeat  1874-5,  less  the  revenue  to  be  re- 
ceived from  other  sources ;  also  to  pay  tho  State 
tax  levied  on  the  city  of  Boston,  1874,  was— 

$12,629,946.78 

Supplementary  bills 1,180.68 

Additional  bills  by  omission 361 .24 


$12,631,488.70 


Tax  payments  in  the  City  Treasury  to  April 

30,1875 $11,192,446.75 

Abatements 194,994.31 

Outstanding,  April  30,  1875 1,244,047.64 

$12,631,488.70 


The  Expenditures— City  of  Boston. 

Ordinary  expenses,  which  include  the  in- 
terest premium  and  exchange  paid  on  the 
entire  debt  of  the  city  ($2,671,496.12)  and 

ordinary  street  widenings $11,273,452 

Temporary  city  loans,  redeemed 3,054,000 

Special  laving  out  and  widening  streets 1,381,669 

State  tax.' 802.1^0 

Erecting  new  schoolhouse,   and  land  for 

<    same 356,669 

Erecting  new  buildings,  and  land  for  same  270,377 

Additional  supply  of  water 224,H56 

Northampton-street  District 174,063 

Building  andrebuuding  bridges 138,746 

Parker  Hill  Reservoir 106,106 

Water  works.  Wards  13, 14,  15  and  16,  and 

extension  of  Wards  17  and  19 104,250 

Soldiers'  relief 88,639 

Fort  Hill  improvement 66,477 

Memorial  Monument,  Boston  Common 22,500 

Church-street  District 2,619 

Water  pipes,  etc.,  Wards  17  and  19 2,388 

Suffolk-street  District 1,247 

Militia  bounty 25, 


•  $18,070,310.28 
The  Treasurer's  payments,  in  addition  to 
the  regular  expenditures  on  account  of 
the  City  of  Boston,  as  given  above,  were 
to  the  Commissioners  on  the  Sinking 
Funds,  the  revenue  received  on  account 
of  the  several  funds,  balances  of  unex- 
pended   appropriations,   less   deficiency 

of  income 1,993,312 .26 

Commissioners  on  the  Sinking  Funds  for 
the  Mystic  Water  Works  Sinkiug  Funds, 
excess  of  income  over  expenditures 68,442.11 

$20,132,094.66 
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County  of  Suffolk. 

Court  expenses,  including  jurors'  and  wit- 
nesses' fees,  salaries  of  sheriffs,  assistant 
ckrks  of  courts  and  constables,  printing 
ann  stationery.... $245,540.21 

Repairs,  care  and  lighting  of,  fuel  and  fur- 
niture for  Court  House,  Municipal  Court 
rooms  in  Roxbury,  Dorchester,  South 
Boston,  East  Boston,  Chatlestown,  W«st 
Roxbury  and  Brighton  districts,  and  Pro- 
bate Building  53,352.58 

Jail  expenses,  salaries  of  officers,  repairs, 
keeping  and  feeding  prisoners 26.390.83 

Execution  in  favor  of  Edwin  Wright  for 
breach  of  contract  by  city 12,361.60 

Coroners' inquests  and  views 8,723.55 

Arranging  indexes  in  Probate  Office,  and 
clerical  services  in  Probate  Court 6,907.46 

Fees  of  Judge  of  Probate  and  officers  in  in- 
sanity cases,  and  justices  and  officers  in 
juvenile  offender  cases 6,164.72 

Fees  in  insanity  cases  before  Judge  of  Pro- 
bate   5,877.55 

Miscellaneous 6,994.54 

8372,321.99 

Revenue  Cily  of  Boston. 

Taxes  of  1874 $10,895,539.93 

Taxes  of  1873  and  previous  years 629,079.85 

Taxes,  corporation,  received  from  State  of 

Massachusetts 354,909.48 

Taxes,  bank,  of  1»74 296,906.82 

Temporary  city  loans 3,054,000.08 

City  loans 2,436,000.00 

Water  loans 260,000.00 

Water  works,  rates,  etc 1,013,051.02 

Severa  1  departments 754,363.14 

Mystic  Water  Works 284,897.61 

Interest  on  bank  balances,  taxes,  and 
amount  accrued  on    coupons   on  bonds 

sold 271,158.81 

Instalments  on  bonds  belonging  to  the 
sinking  funds,  for  proceeds  of  estates\ 
sold,  betterments  for  various  street 
widenings,  and  interest  on  bonds  and  bet- 
terments, and  public  land  sales  and  rents, 
payable  to  the  several  debt-sinking  and 

revenue  funds 1,251,258.18 

State  of  Massachusetts,  soldiers'  relief  pay- 
ments, 1873 90,936.35 

Dog  licenses,  received  for  licenses  granted.  12,748.75 
Various  trust  funds  (balances  unexpended)  10,413.57 
Real-estate  advertising  (balance  unexpend- 

ed) 7. 2,936.79 

Pedlers'  licenses 1,120.00 

Oliver  street 1,748.74 

$21,621,069.04 

County  of  Suffolk. 

From  fines  and  costs  collected  in  the  crim- 
inal courts  of  the  county,  by  the  Sheriff 
at  the  jail,  the  masters  of  houses  of  cor- 
rection, and  the  superintendent  of  the 
Rouse  of  Industry $123,711.49 

From  fees  and  costs  paid  in  by  the  clerks 
of  the  civil  courts  of  the  county 9,887.16 

Miscellaneous 313.70 

$133,912.35 


Expenses  of  the  Departments.  The  regular  ex- 
penditures of  the  principal  Departments  of  the 
city,  for  the  flmnciai  year  1874-5,  including;  the 
salaries  of  all  officers  attached  to  each,  in  tabular 
fovm,  we  abstract  as  follows : 

City  Hospital— $118,539.16,  against  $111,198.31  in 
previous  year.     Income,  $3145.92,  against  $3591.86. 

Fire  Department,— $641,206.95,  against  $671,511.13. 
Income,  $1864.16,  against  $2213.52. 

Health  Department— $484,488.07,  agaiust  $466,- 
127.08.    Income,  $41,911.30,  against  $31,302.35. 

Police  Department— $815,185.41,  against  $683,- 
892.78.     Income,  $10,288.65,  against  $10,269.73. 

Public  Buildings— $128,813.78,  against  $90,462.95. 
Income,  $10,188.06,  against  $8081.50. 

Public  Iostitutions— $467,197.77,  against  $405,903.- 
40.  Income,  $67,923.67,  against  $75,831.11. 

Schools  and  School  houses— $2,081,043.35,  against 
$1,865,720  29.  Income,  $40,472.45,  against  $33,698.73. 

Streets— $2,198,396.45,  against  $1,922,33"7.31.  In- 
come, $148,005.98,  against  $139,296.70. 

Water  Works— $'i .659,162.13,  against  $1,270,584.55. 
Incouap,  $1,013,483.27,  against  $990,480.46. 

Betterments  have  been  assessed  within  the  year 
lor  street  widenings  to  the  amount  of  $1,548,258.50. 

The  statement  of  the  city  expenditures  in  detail 
for  the  year  gives  the  total  on  city  account,  $18, 
138,752.40.  In  this  total  is  included  ihe  amouut  of 
the  payment  of  the  temporary  loai  of  $3,054,000, 
borrowed  in  anticipation  of  the  taxes,  and  $68,- 
442.11, being  the  excess  of  the  Mystic  Water  Woiks' 
revenue  over  expenses  paid  to  Sinking  Fund  Com- 
missioners.   Deducting  the-e  two  item3  from  the 


total,  as  given  above,  we  have  the  real  expendi- 
tures on  account  of  the  city  of  Boston  for  1874-5, 
including  the  State  tax,  $15,016,310.29. 

The  statement  of  the  city  income  sho  ■ .  s  a  total 
on  city  account  of  $21,621,069.04.  The  income,  less 
the  temporary  loan,  in  anticipation  of  taxes  of 
$3,054,000,  borrowed  and  paid,  stand  at  $18,567,- 
069.04. 

The  county  of  Suffolk  expenses  and  income  show 
the  following  result: 

Expenditures $372,321.99 

Income 133,912.35 

Balance  against  the  county $238,409.64 

Which  is  an  increase  of  the  balance  against  the 
county  of  Suffolk  from  that  ot  last  year  of  $84,- 
102.14. 

Of  the  $372,321.99,  the  city  authorities  had  cogni- 
zance of  $168,680.30,  and  the  balance,  $203,641.69, 
was  paid  on  requisitions  of  the  judges  of  the  sev- 
aral  courts,  and  tor  coroners'  accounts,  approved 
by  the  Citv  Auditor,  for  expenses  of  inquests  and 
views  on  bodies  "supposed  to  have  come  to  d?ath 
by  violence."  Coroners'  views  are  cases  where  no 
inquests  a  e  held.  Che  coroners  io  such  cases  re- 
ceived a  fee  of  $4  oo  each  body  for  examining 
into  the  eauses  of  death. 

AHscellaneous. 

The  most  important  street  widenings  and  exten- 
sions authorized  during  the  past  fiscal  year  are 
the  following:  Thewidsningof  Beach  street, from 
Washington  street  to  Harrison  avenue,  at  an  esti- 
mated cost  of  $184,717;  the  extension  of  East 
Lenox  street  to  Fellows  street,  $39,000;  laying  out 
of  Tliorndike  stieet,  riom  Washington  street  to 
Harrison  3: venue,  $48,000;  widening  of  Sbawmut 
avenue,  from  Lenox  to  Roxbury  street,  $53,341.65; 
widening  Leverett  street,  from  Charles  River  to 
Brighton  street,  $57,970;  videningBowdoia  street, 
ftom  Adams  to  Washington  street,  $26,099.89;  lay- 
ing out  and  extetjsioo  of  Commerce  street  to  At- 
lantic avenue,  $49,331;  and  the  laying  out  of  Swett 
street,  across  South  Bay,  at  an  expense  of 
$117,540.04. 

The  public  buildings  completed  during  the  year 
are  as  follows:  Dudley  Grammar  ochoolhouse. 
located  on  the  site  of  tne  old  uty  hall  at  Roxbury, 
at  the  junction  of  Dudley  street  and  Putnam 
street— cost  of  building,  exclusive  of  lot,  $139,- 
993.60;  Lowell  Grammar  Schoolhouse,  named  in 
honor  of  the  Lowell  family,  located  at  the  corner 
of  Centre  street  and  Houghton  place,  Ward 
15,  Boston  Highlands  —  total  cost,  $150,066.42. 
Bennett  Grammar  Schoolhouse,  recently  erected 
in  Ward  19,  Brighton  District,  commenced  by  the 
town  of:  Brighton  and  completed  by  the  city  of 
Boston  after  the  annexation .  It  fronts  on  Chest- 
nut Hill  avenue,  with  an  entrance  on  the  south- 
erly siae  from  Winship  place,  being  centrally 
located,  and  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  new 
library,  new  engine  house  and  new  building  of  the 
Brighton  National  Bank.  Total  cost,  $92,623.28. 
Roxbuiy  High  Schoolhouse,  Kemlworth  street, 
Boston  'Highlands,  cost  of  rebuilding,  $29,722.85; 
Old  Mather  Schoolhouse,  Dorchester  District,  cost 
for  removal  and  alterations,  $7575.  Lexington 
Primary  Schoolhouse,  East  Boston, and  Princecon- 
street  Primary  Schoolhouse,  East  Boston— total 
cost  of  both,  $106,742.12.  Holton  Library,  Brigh- 
ton District,  total  cost,  $59,674.75.  Additions  to 
public  library,  $29,978.10.  Police  Station  11,  Dor- 
chester District,  $53,610.31 ;  Police  Station  13,West 
Roxbury,  $51,196.01 ;  Engine  House  No.  25,  Wash- 
ington square,  $64,998.60;  eagine  house,  Mason 
street,  $12,298.73;  engine  house,  Brighton,  $52,- 
126.30;  engine  and  hose  house,  Lougwood,  $27,- 
984.44;  Hook  and  Ladder  House,  No.  4,  Dudley 
street,  Boston  Highlands,  $32,981.30;  Highrand- 
street  stable,  $89,594.13;  new  laundry  building, 
Deer  Island,  $17,036.41;  city  hall  elevator,  ma- 
chinery and  marble  floor  sills,  $12,096.39.  Refer- 
ence is  also  made  at  some  length  to  the  new  Co- 
cbituate  works,  the  building  of  bridges  and  re- 
tailing walls,  the  filling  to  grade  of  the  North- 
amp  toil-street  District,  etc. 

It  cost  the  Water  Bo<trd  $1650  for  analysis  of 
water,  and  the  expense  of  visiting  the  lake  and 
Sudburv  River  by  the  City  Council  was  $1758.39. 
The  care  and  improvement  of  the  Common  and 
public  grounds  cost  $94,413.23.  The  drafts  on  the 
contingent  funds  of  the  City  Council  for  refresh- 
ment ,.-.  and  carriage  hire,  etc.,  amounted  to  $10,- 
880.32,  the  dinner  of  members  of  the  Common 
Council  costing  $600,  and  74  badges  at  $15  each, 
$1110.  Refreshments  for  members  of  the  fire  de- 
partment at  fires  cost  $734.97.  The  expenses  for 
the  Fourth  of  July  celebration  were  $19,077.24,  and 
for  serving  soup  to  the  poor  last  winter,  $4950. 86. 
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COMMON      COUNCIL, 


Km»  Kalakaua  and  suite  put  in  $3000  worth  of 
entertainment  at  the  Revere  House,  carriage  hire 
cost  $424,  and  the  expenses  of  a  sub-couiruittee  to 
New  York  $36.50,  a  total  of  $3460.50.  The  Grand 
Army  decorations  cosr  $2800,  and  the  Sumner 
eulogy  $2445.20.  The  expenses  incurred  iu  the  re- 
ceotion  of  a  delegation  from  the  select  and  com- 
mon councils  of  Philadelphia  amounted  to  $344.35. 
Printing,  stationery  and  binding  is  $126,519.67,  and 
registration  of  voters  and  election  expenses,  $15,- 
355.40.  The  amounts  received  for  rents  of.  market 
houses  weie  $106,953.91.  The  leport  give*  full  de- 
tails of  the  expenses  of  vaiious  departments,  and 
is  replete  with  interesting  information.  It  covers 
4J.5  cages,  and  in  a  few  days  copies  will  be  dis- 
tributed throughout  the  city  for  information  of 
the  public  on  the  financial  condition  of  our  mu- 
nicipality. 

PETITIONS     PRESENTED. 

By  Mi.  Howes  of  Ward  11— Petition  of  J.  H. 
Wheeler,  to  be  paid  for  damages  to  estate  on 
Chester  (.ark.  Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on 
Common  and  Squares. 

By  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— Petition  of  Boston 
Daily  Advertiser,  that  it  may  be  allowed  to  bid  for 
reporting  and  publishing  the  proceedings  of  toe 
City  Council.  Referred  co  Joint  Committee  on 
Printing. 

By  Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20— Petitions  of  John  B. 
Regan,  for  leave  tosuneLder  three  lots  of  land 
purchased  of  the  city ;  and  Johnson  &  Came,  for 
extension  of  time  in  which  to  build  on  lands 
bought  of  the  city.  Severally  referred  to  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

By  Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20— Petition  of  Riddle 
Brothers  for  le^ve  to  enlarge  a  wooden  building 
situated  at  12  Norfolk  avenue.  Referred  to  Joint 
Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings. 

RECORD  COMMISSIONERS. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Ordiuances,  m  accordance  with 
the  requirements  of  the  City  Council : 
An  Ordinance 
In  regard  to  Record  Commissioners. 

Be  it  ordained  by  ths  Aldermen  and  Common 
Council  of  tho  City  of  Boston,  in  City  Council  as- 
sembled, as  follows: 

Section  1.  In  the  month  of  July,  iu  the  year 
1875,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  may  be,  and  every 
fifth  year  thereafter,  the  Mayor  shall  appoint, 
subject  to  the  approval  and  confirmation  of  the 
City  Council,  two  suitable  persons  to  be  termed 
Record  Commissioners,  who  shall  hold  office  for 
the  term  of  five  years  from  ttte  first  Monday  in 
May  in  the  year  of  their  appointment,  and  until 
their  successors  shall  be  appointed  and  qualified. 
They  shall  have  and  exercise  the  powers  and  du- 
ties hereinafter  designated,  shall  seive  without 
compensation,  and  may  be  removed  at  any  time 
by  the  Mayor,  or  by  cohenrrent  vote  of  two-thirds 
of  both  branches  of  the  City  Council ;  and  all  va- 
cancies occurring  from  any  cause  shall  be  filled 
for  the  unexpired  term  in  the  s^me  manner  as 
the  original  apt- ointments  are  herein  directed  to 
be  made. 

Sect.  2.  It  shall  he  the  duty  of  said  commis- 
sioners to  complete,  so  far  as  practicable,  the 
record  Ot  births,  marriages  and  deaths  in  the  town 
and  city  of  Boston  prior  to  A.  D.  1849,  and  to  re- 
ceive and  collect  all  documents  obtainable  there- 
for; all  documents  and  records  so  collected  shall 
become  at  ooce  the  property  of  the  city  of  Boston, 
and  be  deposited  in  the  office  of,  and  be  in  the 
charge  of,  trie  City  Registrar,  or  such  other  officer 
as  the  City  Council  may  direct. 

Sect.  3.  The  said  commissioners  shall  have  no 
power  to  enter  into  any  contract  or  agreement  in 
behalf  of  the  city  with  any  person  whereby  the  ex- 
penditure of  money  or  any  other  obligation  shall 
be  incurred,  unless  expressly  authorized  so  to  do 
by  the  City  Council ;  provided,  however,  that  un- 
less otherwise  ordered  they  shall  h^ve  the  charge 
and  control  of  the  expenditure  of  all  moneys  ex- 
pressly appropriated  for  copying  any  documents 
or  records  supplementary  to  the  town  or  city 
records. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

CARE     OE    SIDEWALKS    IN    FRONT    OE    TENEMENT 
HOUSES. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances  in  accordance  with 
an  order  of  the  City  Council : 

An  Ordinance 


Council  of  the  City  of  Boston,  in  City  Council  as- 
sembled, As  follows: 

Section  1.  The  owner  or  person  having  the 
care  of  any  tenement  house  or  other  building  used 
or  occupied  by  more  than  one  tenant,  bordering 
on  any  street,  lane,  court,  square,  or  public  place 
within  the  city  where  there  is  a  footway  or  side- 
walk, shall  catise  the  snow  and  ice  to  be  removed 
from  such  footway  or  sidewalk  as  provided  iu  sec- 
tions fifty  and  fif ty-one  of  tbe  city  ordinances  re- 
lating to'sti  eets.  ^nd  shall  be  subject  to  the  same 
penalties  for  default  thereof  as  are  therein  pro- 
vided. : 

Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

ASSESSMENT  FOR  SEWERS. 

Mi.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Oidinaoces,  that  the  ordinance 
relating  to  a  change  in  toe  method  of  levying  as- 
sessments for  the  construction  of  sewers  accord- 
ing to  area  instead  of  valuation,  ought  to  pas*,  as 
that  method  obviates  all  the  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  giving  justice. 

The  ordinance  was  laid  on  the  table,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12. 

REMOVAL  OF  HOSE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  Burditt  ot  Ward  16  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Joint  Committee  ou  Public  Buildings  that 
they  are  in  receipt  of  a  communication  from  the 
Board  of  Fire  Commissioners,  stating  that  they 
have  no  further  use  for  the  building  on  Hudson 
street  occupied  by  Hose  Company  JSIo.  2.  The 
la.nd  upon  which  the  building  stands  is  lequired 
for  additional  yard  room  for  the  Qumcy  School, 
and  in  consequence  of  there  being  no  further  use 
for  the  same  by  the  Fire  Commissioners,  from  the 
fact  of  the  building  being  old  and  ill  constructed 
for  the  present  uses  of  the  Fire  Department,  they 
recommend  its  removal  and  the  fence  of  the 
Quincy  Schoolhouse  be  continued  around  the  lot 
so  vacated.  In  furtherance  of  the  same  they 
recommend  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commlt.ee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  remove  Hose  2  building  ou 
Hudson  street,  and  the  lana  be  utilized  for  yard 
purposes  for  tbe  Quincy  Schoolhouse,  the  expense 
attending  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Schoolhouses  and  Public  Buildiugs. 

Read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Burditt,  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

HORSE  FOR  INSPECTOR  OF  BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  Cawley  x>f  Ward  2  offered  the  following 
from  the  Jomt  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings: 

Ordered,  That  the  Iuspector  of  Buildings  be 
allowed  the  use  of  a  horse  and  vehicle  at  the  ex- 
pease  of  the  city;  the  bills  for  which  shall  be 
approved  by  the  Committee  on  the  Survey  and 
Inspection  of  Buildings. 

Mr.  Cawley  explained  that  it  was  a  mere  matter 
of  form,  the  Inspeccor  having  had  a  horse, but  the 
Auditor  decided  that  an  order  for  the  authority 
should  be  passed  before  the  bills  could  be  ap- 
proved.    . 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

CURB  OR  FENCE  ON  THE  COMMON. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6,  the  Council 
took  up  the  special  assignment  for  eight  ana  one- 
half  o'clock,  viz.,  the  reports  and  orders  in  regard 
to  a  fe ice  or  curb  on  the  Common,  the  question 
being  on  the  substitution  of  the  minority  report 
(for  a  fence)  for  that  of  tue  majority  (for  the  curb.) 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  9— Has  there  been  any  es- 
timate "f  the  expense  of  the  two  kinds  of  fences 
to  go  round  the  Common? 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6— Estimates  have  been 
made,  and  it  has  been  discovered  that  the  fence 
recommended  by  the  minority  can  be  put  up  at 
very  nearly  the  same  cost  as  the  curb  recommend- 
ed by  the  majority.  Ine  majority  reoort  puts  the 
lowest  bid  at  very  little  under  $10,000,  and  it  has 
been  estimated  that  the  fence  and  curb  proposed 
by  the  minority  can  be  put  up  at  about  the  same 
price. 

Mi.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4—1  desire  to  make  but 
one  remark  in  regard  to  the  substitution  of  the 
minority  report.  After  all,  this  is  a  matter  of 
taste  and  judgment  rather  than  one  which  in- 
volves d.uy  very  important  principle.  I  think  the 
matter  has  been  obscured  a  little  by  an  unfortun- 
ate choice  of  terms,  and  calling  the  stone  wall  a 
curb.  The  term,  I  believe,  is  one  not  recognized  in 
the  best  dictionaries,  and  is  rather  an  American- 
ism than  classic,  and  it  serves  in  a  measure  to  ob- 
scure the  fact  that  the  Council  is  now  divided 
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remarks  made  by  the  speaker  at  the  last  meeting, 
that  a  stone  wall  after  the  first  two  or  three  weeks 
will  be  covered  with  dirt,  and  that  it  will  be  an 
eyesore  rather  than  an  ornament  to  the  Common 
and  the  city.  It  is  also  a  tact  that  the  employ- 
ment of  iron  for  fences  is  considered  a  proof  of 
improvement  rather  than  a  deterioration  in  taste. 
Any  one  who  goes  through  any  adjacent  cown 
will  notice  that  they  began  with  »ooden 
fences;  chen  camp  the  rough  stone  wall  and 
then  the  bauimi-red  stone  wall;  and,  as 
a  last  improvement  they  have  put  up  the 
iron  fence.  I  believe  we  should  be  irnprovingjDub- 
lic  taste  if  we  prefer  to  have  an  iron  fence  instead 
of  a  stone  wall.  The  matter  of  cost  does  not 
enter  into  the  question,  as  either  form  of  barrier 
will  cost  about  the  same.  la  a  question  of  this 
kind  we  ought  to  give  some  weight  to  the  opin- 
ions expressed  in  the  newspapers  bv  gentlemen  of 
taste,  that  a  light  iron  fence  is  considered  more 
preferable  as  an  ornament  than  a  hammered 
stone  wall.  Tn?  question  narrows  itself  to 
such  a  small  matter  that  I  do  not  intend 
to  take  up  the  time  of  the  Council  in 
discussing  it,  except  to  call  their  artentiou  to  this 
point  and  ask  them  not  to  allow  the  question  to 
be  obscured  by  the  other  questions  raise  1.  I  do 
not  concur  with  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  6.  It  is  not  a  question  whether  a  gen- 
tleman voted  last  year  to  w.aen  Tremont  street, 
or  for  any  other  project;  but  it  is  simply  whether 
it  is  be.-t  co  put  up  an  iron  fence  or  a  stone  wall. 
There  is  no  occasion  tor  any -amount  of  feeling. 
It  is  simply  a  question  of  taste  and  judgment. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  13— Last  Thursday  night 
we  had  a  plan  on  onr  desks  of  the  proposed  fence 
on  the  Tremont-street  mall.  If  I  am  any  judge  of 
the  appearance  of  the  fence,  as  it  appeals  by  the 
pla  a,  it  is  a  cast-iron  fer-ce,  which,  any  one  knows, 
if  made  by  the  pattern  proposed,  will  not  be 
very  strong.  There  will  be  more  or  less  leaning 
against  it,  and  it  will  be  liable  to  be  broken,  and 
it  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  an  expensive  fence 
to  put  there.  I  cannot  see  how  a  fence  of  ibe 
pattern  showo  on  the  plan  can  add  anything  to 
the  beauty  of  the  Common.  On  the  other  three 
sides  of  the  Common  we  have  a  very  massive,  heavy 
iron  fence,  and  the  contrast,  even  if  you  '  look 
at  it  metely  from  an  artistic  standpoint,  will  cer- 
tainly be  very  great.  One  is  an  extremely  strong- 
fence  and  the  other  I  should  consider  a  very  weak 
one,  and  more  expensive  to  keep  in  repair,  I 
should  imagine,  which  will  make  a  considerable 
difference  in  the  ultimate  cost.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  fence  on  Chester  park,  made  of  the  same 
material— cast  iron— has  frequently  been  broken 
down,  and  has  had  to  be  continually  repaired.  If 
such  a  fence  is  put  on  the  Commou,  and  not  kept 
in  repair,  it  would  certainly  be  an  eyesore.  I  be- 
lieve the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  we  shall 
need  mo  e  street  room  there.  It  will  be  a  matter 
of  time,  and  if  the  people  require  it  they  will  vote 
for  it.  I  hope  the  minority  report  will  not  be  sub- 
stituted. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — It  is  very  much  my  wish 
and  desire  not  to  make  myself  in  any  degree  prom- 
inent in  this  matter;  but  I  cannot  sit  here  and  re- 
frain from  expressing  an  opinion  which  is  found- 
ed upod  good,  substantial  judgment  and  ezpe- 
rience.  Let  us  know  the  history  of  this  matter.  I 
wont  go  back  to  1634,  nor  weary  the  Council  with 
the  statement  which  I  made  the  other  night  and 
which  my  worthy  friend  from  the  Seventh  Watd 
wa3  so  fearful  might  be  repeated;  but  I  will  take 
this  question  as  it  came  to  u  ;  last  yea~.  I  had  the 
honor  at  that  time  to  be  a  member  of 
the  Committee  on  Common  and  Public 
Grounds,  and  to  coincide  with  mv  colleagues 
in  regard  to  this  question  of  a  fence  or  ciub.  A 
unanimous  repoitwas  made  in  favor  of  a  curb. 
And  why  did  n't  we  do  it  then?  The  Council  are 
entitled  to  the  reasons,  and  I  hope  they  will  not 
think  me  prosy  when  I  tell  them.  I'he  reasons 
were  that  a  few  individuals  discouraged  the  com  • 
mittee  and  this  Government  from  carrying  out 
the  proposition  they  had  made  by  their  simple, 
silly  and  foolish  one-idea  proposition, — a  ptopo- 
sitiou  based  upon  what?  That,  in  the  first  place, 
it  is  unsafe  to  oublrc  travel  to  allow  a  simple 
curb  to  be  built  tnere  without  a  fence;  upon 
that  point  allow  me  to  biing  to  the  com- 
mou sense  of  the  gentlemen  here  and  present  this 
simple  proposition  of  mine,  which  is  this:  If  a 
horse  rtvns  away  with  a  vehicle  through  Tremont 
street,  and  should  see  fit  to  pass  upon  the  Com- 
mon, it  would  be  dargerous  to  the  people  there. 
Of  the  people  who  pass  upon  that  mall,  and 
rest    upon    that   Common,   what    is     the  num- 


ber that  would  be  likely  to  be  injured 
in  comparison  with  those  who  would  be 
likely  to  be  injured  by  a  horse  running  through 
Tremoot  street?  Let  me  call  attention  co  that 
one  simple  proposition  of  safety.  Ten  persons 
wojlcl  be  injured  if  the  horse  passes  along  Tre- 
moiit  street  to  one  if  he  passed  along  the  mall.  Is 
there  an  individual  member  of  this  Coivccil  that 
can  rise  in  his  seat  and  state  that  any  accident 
has  ever  occurred_  on  the  Common  from  a.  hwse 
running  away  on  Tremont  street  and  goiug 
upon  Che  mall?  If  so,  I  wish  he  would  rise. 
Now  let  me  tell  what  occurred  last  year. 
More  tuan  one  horse  ha«  jumped  the 
graveyard  fence  now  located  ou  Beacon 
street  opposite  Spruce  street — over  that  high 
graveyard  fen  e.  I  hope  gentlemen  will  notice 
th at  not  a  single  instance  can  be  quoted  in  history 
where  a  horse  has  tun  up  or  down  Tremont  street 
and  carried  a  carriage  within  or  t:pon  the  Common 
and  injured  an  individual,  while  more  than  one 
runaway  horse  in  Spiuce  street  has  jumped  over 
tha'.,  immense  fence.  I  put  that  fact  against  this 
proposition  of  danger.  I  have  not  prepared  a 
speech  ou  this  subject,  and  don't  propo«e  to 
make  a  long  one.  If  the  people  want  a  fence 
let  them  have  it,  and  God  speed  them;  but 
as  a  membPi  of  the  committee,  and  having  had 
some  experieLce  in  this  rnatcer,  I  am  bound  to 
stand  bv  this  m=,joiity  report,  based  on  the  best 
information  the  city  can  get  from  its  authorized 
officers,  that  the  curb  is  safer,  handsomer,  and 
more  reliable  and  permanent, — let  me  sa.v  to  my 
friends  who  talk  about  cutting  off  the  Common — 
than  any  fence  that  can  be  erected.  I 
am  somewhat  surprised  that  my  friend 
from  Ward  4,  whose  statistics  are  always  receiv- 
ed with  such  favor,  and  whose  historical  recol- 
lections are  almost  unequalled,  snould  talk  about 
the  proposition  that  any  gentleman  here,  or  that 
any  member  of  the  committee  proposes  to  build 
a  stone  wall.  I  have  got  his  language.  Figures 
don't  lie.  "Fence"  or  a  "stone  wall,"  my  friend 
repeats  it.  Why,  did  anybody  here,  of  any 
committee,  propose  to  build  a  stone  wall 
around  Boston  Common?  Why,  go  back  to  the 
days  when  Marmaduke  Stevenson  and  William 
Robinson  and  Quakers  were  hanged,  in  1659,  and 
come  j.! long  down  to  the  time  whei*  the  great  gale 
uprooted  the  trees.  Go  back  to  that,  and  not  talk 
about  a  stone  wall.  I  agree  with  him  that  a  stone 
wall  would  be  an  eyesore.  The  proposition  is 
simply  to  cut  the  handsomest  granite  curb  that 
can  be  found  within  the  limits  of  this  nation,  with 
rounded  top,  and  put  it  down  as  is  the  fashion  of 
the  day.  The  fashion  of  the  day  was  spoken  of  by 
Colonel  Marshall  P.Wilder,whd  everyboay  knows. 
He  came  before  the  committee  and  said,  "Mr. 
Chaiiman  and  gentleman,  I  come  here  in  iny 
advanced  life  simply  to  beg  of  you  not  to  put  a 
fence  around  that  Common.  I  liave  visited  every 
city  in  this  Union  aud  I  say  to  you,  gentlemen, 
that  fences  are  entiiely  out  of  fashion.  [Those 
are  his  word j.]  I  have  visited  the  grand  parks 
of  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Brooklyn  and  Bal- 
timore, and  nowhere  do  I  find  them  erecting 
fences.  That  idea  has  passed."  Now  my 
excellent  and  worthy  friend— oue  of  the  best  I 
have  in  the  Council  today— talks  about  a  stone 
wall.  The  proposition  is  simply  to  place  a  haud- 
some  curb  of  granite  upon  Tremont  street,  to  let 
it  rest  sixteen  iuches  above  the  pavement,  and 
consequently  it  wouklbe  abouteight  inches  above 
the  grade  of  the  Common.  From  that  curb  a 
beautiful  turn  is  to  be  laid,  gradually  declining 
towardthemt.il.  The  proposition  of  the  other 
parties  is  to  have  a  curbstone  upon  which  to  rest  a 
fence  which  shall  be  eight  inches  below  the 
grade  of  that  mall.  That  is  their  naked  proposi- 
tions; and  the  washings  fiom  every  rain  storm 
will  ruu  down  from  the  grade  of  that  mall  as 
water  runs  down  hill.  We  have  the  plans  and  the 
official  statemeut  of  the  City  Engineer  and  his 
reason?  tor  believing  there  is  not  the  safety  in  the 
fence  that  there  is  in  a  curb. 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6—1  take  issue  with  the  gen- 
tleman in  regard  to  his  statement  that  the  curb  is 
safer  than  the  fence,  and  I  also  take  issue  with 
him  in  regard  to  his  asseition  of  the  individuals 
who  speak  in  defeoce  of  theferjee,  that  their  prop- 
ositions are  "simple,  silly  and  foolish." 

Mr.  Shaw— I  did  not  say  anything  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  Guild—  I  must  beg  the  gentleman's  pardon. 
The  gentleman,  in  reply  to  my  speech,  said  be 
bad  made  notes  of  it,  although  he  did  not  urofess 
to  be  a  short-hand  leporter.  I  presume  to  say 
that  reporting  is  a  part  of  my  piofession,  and  that 
having  been  trained  somewhat  in  that  school  I 
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have  taken  down  the  gentleman's  words,  and  if  I 
an  not  correct  I  shall  be  corrected  by  the  official 
reporter  of  this  body.  The  gentleman  [Mr.  Shaw] 
says  when  we  have  such  ".simple,  silly  and 
foolish  propositions"  brought  forward  here; 
and  furthermore  he  says  many  other  things 
are  brought  forward  which  do  not  sustain  the  ar- 
gument. Now  sir,  he  said  that  my  remarks  last 
Thursday  contained  the  Dine  p-»rts  of  speech.  I 
don't  Know  whether  any  enactment  has  been 
made  by  which  the  nine  parts  of  speech  cannot 
be  used  when  public  bodies  are  to  be  addressed; 
I  know  of  one  part  of  speech  the  gentleman  from 
"Ward  5  might  use,  and  thst  is  a  preposition,  be- 
cause it  so  frequently  governs  the  objective  case, 
and  it  might,  therefore,  appropriately  be  used  by 
him  in  his  speeches.  But  without  introducing  per- 
sonalities, as  has  been  done  in  this  Council 
chamber,  I  tliink  it  is  sufficiently  evident  to  peo- 
ple who  are  ueithei  silly,  simple  nor  foolish  in  their 
arguments,  that  a  maioruy  of  the  people  of  Bos- 
ton desire  a  fe-ice  similar  to  the  one  exhibited 
hers,  or  something  that  shall  be  safe  and  orna- 
mental. Further,  sir,  with  regard  to  the  opin- 
ion of  architects  without  going  into  particu- 
lars—I will  only  say  that  no  less  an  archi- 
tect than  Mr.  N.  J.  Bradlee  pronour ces  in  favor  of 
this  plau  as  being  ai  excellent  o  e.  and  as  one  not 
to  be  subject  to  injury  by  frost  or  th?  wash  about 
which  the  gentleman 'speaks  so  eloquently.  The 
runaway  horse,  pro  and  con.  arguments  amount 
to  little  or  nothing.  This  fence  i?  not  to  be  put  up 
simply  to  keep  runaway  horses  off  th?  Common, 
but  to  prevent  encioachuoents  upoo  the  people's 
park  aud  render  it  safe  and  beautiful  as  a  prome- 
nade. I  don't  propose  to  say  another  word;  it  is 
too  late  in  the  evening  and  public  opinion  is 
feno"?n.  I  only  make  the  motion  that  when  the 
vote  upon  this  question  be  taken  it  be  by  yeas  and 
navs. 

Mr.  Snrague  of  Ward  -1— It  seems  to  me  that  all 
must  agree  that  the  proposition  for  a  curb,  as  sub- 
mitted by  the  majority,  must  essentially  impair, 
if  not  destroy,  the  outer  row  of  trees  upon  the 
Tremout-street  mall.  If  gentlemen  will  notice 
the  plans  received  a  week  ago,  it  will  be 
seen  tnat  the  one  submitted  by  the  major- 
ity of  the  committee  will  necessitate  the  cut- 
ting of  a  trench  along  the  whole  length  of  Tre- 
mont  street,  at  least  three  aud  a  half  feet  wide  and 
three  feet  deep,  which  is  to  be  filled  with  asphalt 
or  concrete.  Now  I  think  it  will  be  evident  to 
everybody  who  looks  at  that  outer  row  of  trees 
that  the  digging  of  such  a  trench  and  placing  a 
curbstone  will  be  an  injury  to  those  trees, — 
all  of  which  arts  wilhm  two  to  five  feet  of  the 
outer  line  oi  the  present  edgestone.  At  the 
hearing,  Mr.  Rand  —  who  I  suppose  knows 
as  much  about  the  growth  of  trees  as 
any  one  in  the  city,  and  who  had  been  to 
examine  them  with  especial  reference  to  the  hear- 
ing— showed  that  it  must  cut  away  six  or  eight  of 
the  best  trees,  because  it  will  cut  into  their  very 
trunks,  and  that  it  must  be  an  injury  to,  if  not  a 
destruction  of  the  outer  row.  It  takes  away  not 
only  the  nourishment  of  the  trees,  but  the  power 
of  sustaining  themselves.  This  curb,  submitted 
by  the  committee,  will  necessitate  the  digging  of 
the  trench  at  least  two  feet  into  the  Common  from 
the  line  of  the  present  edgestone.  The  plan 
reported  by  the  minority  proposes  to  put  the 
posts  into  the  old  holes,  and  upon  those  posts  are 
to  rest  substantially  the  curb  and  fence  which  are 
to  be  laid,  and  in  that  way  the  trees  will  be  no 
more  injured  than  they  were  by  the  old  fence, 
and  they  will  remain  substantially  as  they  are 
today.  It  does  n't  seem  worth  while  to  argue 
in  favor  of  either  the  beauty  ot  utility  of  those 
trees  during  the  present  summer.  .  On  the 
other  hand,  I  believe  that  the  protection 
which  the  fence  would  afford  should  be  given  to 
the  Common.  By  leaving  io  open,  that  portion  of 
the  Common  is  simply  made  a  pare  of  the  public 
street,  and  it  will  have  lost  chat  feeling  of  securi- 
ty which  I  believe  it  ought  to  afford  to  people  who 
arc  in  the  habit  of  frequenting  it.  The  Common 
is  not  simply  a  nart  of  the  street  today,  but  it 
is  the  only  pleasure  ground  we  have.  Per- 
haps there  is  less  danger  there  from  runaways 
than  upon  a  street;  but  we  expect  thai.  Peo- 
ple who  goto  the  Common  desire  to  have  a  bariier 
between  tbemana  the  street,  and  the  committee, 
by  the  long  row  of  settees  which  they  have  placed 
on  the  mail,  have  given  a  great  many  invitations 
to  people  to  go  oiit  and  sit  there.  The  gentleman 
alluded  to  what  has  been  done  in  other  places.  If 
I  understand  it,  where  there  is  such  a  place  as  the 
Common,  the  pian  of  fences  ha^  not  been  given 


up  at  all.  I  am  told  there  are  very  substantial 
fences  both  at  Central  and  Fairmonnt  parks,  and 
it  anpeared  at  the  hearing  that  fences  are 
retained  in  the  parks  of  Europe,  ta  which  allu- 
sion has  been  made.  Mr.  Wilder,  who  came 
before  the  committee,  as  I  understood  him,  was  as 
strongly  opposed  to  the  proposed  curb  as  to  the 
fence ;  he  would  have  no  curbstone  theie,  but  sim- 
ply have  the  Common  levelled  off  to  the  street, 
and  that  upon  the  ground  that  in  cemeteiies  the 
prevailing  practice  is  to  put  up  no  walls  between 
adjacent  lots.  When  asked  if  he  would  n't  put  a 
fence  on  the  outside)  to  protect  the  cemeteries 
from  the  street,  he  said  of  course  he  would.  And 
that  is  a  parallel  case.  There  is  another 
point  upon  which  it  seems  to  me  the  curb 
would  be  objectionable,  and  that  is  on  account  of 
the  tew  openings,  there  being,  as  I  understand, 
only  eleven  places,  or  sets  of  steps,  for  passage 
into  the  street.  Peoule  are  going  to  cross  the  curb 
to  take  the  horse  cars  withouc  reference  to  the 
steps.  Ine  plan,  I  uadersrand,  is  to  make  the 
Common  Here  substantially  level,  or  grade  itoff  so 
that  people  will  be  tempted  to  run  acioss  the  curb 
from  the  Common  to  the  cars,  and  will  not 
be  likely  to  notice  that  the  step  froco.  the  curb 
will  be  sixteen  inches,  instead  of  the  or- 
dinary step,  as  at  present.  Oo  the  other 
hand,  the  sixteen  inches  thac  this  curb  will 
be  raised  above  the  level  of  the  street  is  not 
going  to  afford  any  mure  protection  from  the 
street  than  ther=  is  now.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  13  said  the  fence  proposed  by  the 
minority  is  not  strong  enough.  Perhaps  it  is 
not  strong  enough,  but  it  will  be  within  the 
power  of  the  committee  to  strengthen  it.  Mr. 
Meacham,  who  proposed  the  plan,  designed  the 
f°nce  with  special  referee ce  to  stiengih,  and 
it  is  indorsed  by  gentlemen  well  qualified 
to  judge.  The  gentleman  speaks  of  its  being- 
incongruous  to  put  a  fence  upon  this  side  differ- 
ent from  that  on  the  other  sides.  I  want  to  know 
if  it  is  not  going  to  be  iccougruous  to  leave  this 
part,  which  is  most  exposed  with  no  fence  at  all, 
and  leave  the  fences  upon  the  other  three  sides. 
He  also  speaks  of  Chester  park.  This  fence  was 
designed  again  with  esoecial  reference  to  the 
danger  of  accident  that  has  been  shown 
in  Chester  park.  It  is  so  designed  that 
the  hubs  of  the  wheels  cannot  touch 
the  fence,  as  i  j  Chester  park,  it  being  a  still  great- 
er distance  from  the  edge  of  the  curbstone  than 
the  lamp  posts  are.  And  uow  in  regard  ti'  the  grad- 
ing proposed  by  the  committee.  I  believe  the 
gradiag  is  to  be  similar  to  that  proposed  last  year 
when  the  plan  of  the  City  Engineer  -was  first  sub- 
mitted. I  see  that  the  a-timafes  in  the  City  Engi- 
neer's communication  then  were  as  follows:  Cost 
of  curb  by  contract,  $11,823.33,  work  to  be  done 
outside  of  contract,  including-  filling  with 
gravel,  $2190.75;  additional  for  fence  to  protect 
sodding  and  for  contingencies,  $1417.40.  That  is, 
according  to  the  idea  of  the  City  Engineer.  We 
are  to  have  a  temporary  fence  to  protect  the  sod- 
ding instead  of  the  permanent  stractuie  which 
the  minority  have  suggested.  In  the  plan  sub- 
mitted for  the  fence  the  grade  is  to  besubstan-' 
tially  the  same  as  now—  tha;.  is,  there  is  to  be  a 
curbstone  similar  to  that  on  Tremont  street 
mall  at  the  present  day.  I  certainly  believe 
that  not  only  is  the  fence  going  to  be  a  needed 
protection,  but  that  it  is  going  to  save  the  trees, 
which  I  think  we  all  desire.  One  of  the  gentle- 
men at  the  hearing  said  the  time  may  come  when 
we  must  take  away  that  outer  row  of  trees  to 
widen  Tr  mont  street;  but  as  that  time  had  not 
come  yet,  he  would  watch  over  them  with  a  care 
and  tenderness  akin  to  that  with  which  he  would 
seek  to  prolong  the  years  of  an  aged  triend.  I 
think  we  should  watch  over  and  guard  those  trees 
just  as  well  as  we  can. 

Mr.  Tiain  of  Ward  13  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Ward  15  hoped  it  would  not  be 
pressed. 

Mr.  Shaw  objected  to  the  motion,  and  said  that 
misstatements  had  been  made,  whicn  he  desired 
to  answer. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7  raised  the  point  that 
Mr.  Shaw  was  not  speaking  to  the  question,  and 
the  President  ruled  that  remarks  must  be  con- 
fined to  the  ordering  of  the  main  question. 

Mr.  Shaw  gave  his  reasons  for  not  wishing  the 
previous  question,  which  were  that  he  desired  an 
opportunity  to  answer  the  misstatements. 

Mr.  Fitzgei  aid  again  raised  the  point  that  Mr. 
Shaw  was  not  speajsing  to  the  question. 
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The  President  cautioned  Mr.  Sbav>-  to  confine 
himself  to  the  question. 

Mr.  Sprague  hoped  Mr.  Shaw  would  have  time 
to  correct  any  mistakes. 

The  main  question — 28  for,  23  against— was  or- 
dered, and  the  motion  to  substitute  the  minority 
for  the  majority  repoi  t  prevailed— yeas  44.  nays  21. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Beal,  Bent,  Brackett,  Burditt, 
Burgees,  Crocker,  Curtis,  Cushmg,  Cusliman,Day, 
Devereux,  Duggan,  Felt,  Fitzgerald,  Fitzpatrick, 
Guild,  Harmon,  Hieks,  Hiscock,  Howes,  Jaques, 
Kelley,  Kimball,  Kingsbuiy.  Kiugsley,  Lappen, 
Leighiton,  Loriog,  Mooney,  Murray,  Newton.  Pea- 
body,  Pierce,  Sampson,  Siblev,  Smith,  Sprague, 
Stacey,  Sweetser,  Train,  Trull,  Wadsworth,  Whit- 
more,  Willcutt — 44. 

Nays  -Messrs.  Anderson,  Barry,  Cawley,  Clarke, 
Collins,  Coyle,  Damon,  Edwards,  Flvnu,  Moley, 
Mo-rison,  Osborne,  Page,  Parker,  Power,  Rice, 
Shaw,  Xhach.->r,  Wniccomb,  "Wilbur,  Wilson— 21. 

The  order  appended  to  the  minority  report  was 
oi  dered  to  a  second  reading. 

DUTIES  OJF  CITY  REGISTRAR. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  of  thf  last  meeting  by  which  waa  passed  the 
order  appended  to  the  minority  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances,  relative  to  the  duties  of  the 
City  Registrar  and  Board  of  Health  in  relation  to 
burial  permits,  etc. 

Mr.  Crocker— I  make  that  motion  for  this  rea- 
son: when  this  matter  was  up  before,  the  gentle- 
men representing  the  majority  report  carefully 
abstained  from  going  into  any  personal  matters 
between  the  City  Registrar  and  the  Board  of 
Health.  There  was,  to  a  certain  extenc,  a  claim 
that  tuere  was  a  personal  quarrel  or  personal  feel- 
ing involved,  and  we  hoped  that  this  would  be 
left  entirely  out  of  sight,  and  that  the  question 
would  be  met  and  Considered  simply  on  the  ground 
whether  or  not  it  was  desirable  that  the  City  Regis- 
trar's office  should  be  conticued  without  regard  to 
whether  the  present  incumbent  had  do  re  his 
duty  or  whether  the  members  of  the  Board  of 
Health  had  done  theirs.  But  a  gentleman  has 
seen  fit  to  make  serious  charges  against  the 
Board  of  Health,  which  ought  to  be  answered.  It 
ought  to  be  shown,  as  it  can  be,  that  the  Board  of 
Health  were  not  to  blame;  that  they  have 
done  nothing  except  what  they  were  neces- 
sarily driven  to  do  by  the  incompetency  of  the 
City  Registrar.  AU  those  matters  can  be  clearly 
shown,  I  think,  and  they  should  be  shown.  It  they 
had  not  been  brought  uo  at  the  last  meeting  I 
.  would  have  been  very  glad  to  be  sileatin  regard 
to  the  unpleasaut  disclosures  that  have  been  made 
concerning  the  City  Registrar's  office.  „  But  it 
seems  to  me  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  City 
Council,  now  that  charges  have  been  made 
that  the  Board  of  Health  are  encroaching 
upon  another  office  and  are  proceeding  im- 
properly to  look  ioto  this  matter  and  as- 
certain if  the  Board  or  Health  did.  an  y  more  than 
the  necessities  of  the  case  compelled  them  to  do. 
In  order  that  that  may  be  so.  I  now  move  a  recon- 
sideration of  the  vote  by  which  the  order  of  the 
minority  was  passed,  and  as  I  don't  want  to  go 
into  this  question  tonight,  if  the  reconsideration 
prevails  I  will  move  that  the  matter  be  I  sad  on  the 
table,  that  it  may  be  taken  up  in  the  fall.  ' 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  inquired  what  would  be 
the  effect  of  a  reconsideration,  and  if  it  would 
prevent  the  passage  of  the  order  and  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  Standing  Committee  on  the 
Registrar's  Department,  as  proposed  by  th»  mi- 
nority.   If  so.  he  hopeo  it  would  not  prevail. 

The  President  ruled  that  if  the  matt6r  was  re- 
considered and  laid  on  the  table,  it  «-'ould  take 
both  reports  with  it. 

Mr.  Crocker  said  he  only  desired  to  havejthe 
matter  referred  to  brought  up,  but  he  bad  no  ob- 
jection to  the  passage  of  the  minority  order.  The 
only  way  it  could  be  reached  was  by  a  reconsider- 
ation, which  must  be  moved  tonight. 

The  President  ruled  that  the  vote  passing  the 
order  must  first  be  leconsidered,  and  then  a  re- 
consideration must  take  place  on  the  substitution 
of  the  minority  for  the  majority  report. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4 — I  trust  the  reconsid- 
eration will  not  prevail,  for  two  reasons:  In  the 
first  place,  as  this  brief  debate  has  shown,  the 
effect  will  be  to  very  much  complicate  a  result 
that  it  is  desirable  to  obtain.  We  have  passed 
one  oider  and  agreed  that  a  very  desirable  thing 
shall  be  done — to  have  a  Joint  Standing  Commit- 
tee on  the  City  Registrar's  Department.  I  think 
there  is  no  necessity  foi  undoing  that  unless  the 
emergency  is  very  great,  and  the  emergeny  which 


the  gentleman  from  Ward  6  suggests  is  not  great. 
The  reason  he  assigns  is  because,  in  the  heat  of 
debate,  certain  things  were  said  ;  he  wishes  to  an- 
swer in  the  same  vein,  and  I  can  see  uo  reason  for 
prolonging  this  discussion.  If  anything  wrong 
was  said  against  the  Board  of  Health,  thev  can  set 
themselves  right  with  the  Council  and  the  public; 
but  the  gentleman  wants  to  retaliate  by 
carrying  the  war  into  the  enemy's  posses- 
sions and  bringir  g  accusations  against  the 
City  Registrar,  which  doesn't  seem  to  be 
any  reason  for  undoing  the  actioti  of  the  last 
mesting.  We  did  well  to  pass  the  order  for  a 
Joint  Standiag  Committee  upon  rhe  City  Regis- 
trar's Department;  and  if  the  Board  of  Health 
have  any  accusations  to  make  they  can  appeal  to 
the  committee  or  send  in  their  statement  to  the 
Council.  But  it  seems  unwise  to  reconsider  our 
action  in  order  to  have  a  bull  fight  between  the 
two  depart  neuts.  «> 

Mr.  Crocker— I  merely  desire  to  say,  in  answer 
to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4,  that  the  order  I 
desire  to  see  pa-sed  is  the  one  providing  tor  an 
application  to  the  Legislature.  But  an  order  has 
been  substituted  tor  that,  and  the  only  way  we 
can  rea„h  it  is  by  reconsideration.  1  hoped  not  to 
see  a  bull  fight,  as  he  called  it;  but  it  has  been 
charged  that  the  Bo^rd  of  Health  had  exceeded 
their  duties  and  encroached  upon  the  duties  of 
another  office.  I  propose  to  show  that  there 
has  been  no  such  encroachment,  and  I  hope  to 
show  the  reason  for  the  action  of  the  Board  of 
Health.  It  seems  to  me  that  charges  hive  been 
made  against  the  conduct  of  the  Board  of  Health 
which  it  is  important  should  be  explained.  Those 
reasons  will  involve  the  character  of  the  City 
Registrar,  and  though  that  is  a  result  which  I  am 
sorry  should  be  reached,  I  think  we  ought 
not '  to  avoid  it,  and  that  we  ought  to 
understand  this  whole  question.  I  think 
that  many  geutlemen  voted  against  the  majority 
order  because  they  thought  the  Board  of  Health 
had  encroached  upon  the  duties  of  the  City  Regis- 
trar. I  know  it  can  be  shown  that  they  have  done 
nothing  but  what  the  reiessities  of  the  case  re- 
quired, and  I  thmk  it  should  be  understood  by  the 
Council. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  9 — Will  not  the  order 
passed  at  cbe  last  meeting  give  us  the  informa- 
tion we  desire?  If  so,  I  hope  we  shall  not  recon- 
sider. 

Mr.  Frtzgerald  of  Waid  7— If  I  understand  the 
gentlemar.  aright,  the  reason  he  gives  for  moving 
a  reconsideration  and  letting  it  lie  over  two  or 
three  months  is  that  this  Board  may  have 
an  opportunity  to  hear  some  charges  against 
the  Registrar  of  Births,  Deaths  and  Mar- 
riages, against  his  official  capacity  or  in- 
tegrity, I  don't  know  which.  I  don't  see 
any  necessity  for  anything  of  the  kind.  If  the 
Registrar  is  not  co mpetent,  i  f  he  h as  n'  t  disc harged 
his  duties  properly,  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6 
can  have  a  very  easy  way  of  investigating  it.  You 
can  have  a  joint  special  committee  appointed ; 
and  it  seems  to  me  that  if  there  be  any  ground 
for  what  he  intimates,  rhe  sooner  we  have  a  joint 
committee  upon  that  department  the  better,  and 
the  sooner  we  shall  find  out  whether  what 
he  alleges  is  true  or  not.  1  should  much 
prefer  to  have  this  matter  ventilated  by  a 
committee,  instead  of  on  this  floor  taking  up 
hours  of  time,  especially  during  this  warm  weath- 
er. I  hope  the  motion  to  reconsider  will  not  pre- 
vail, and  if  the  Registrar  is  incompetent,  and  if 
the  Board  of  Health  have  or  have  not  performed 
their  duty,  it  will  be  found  out  by  some  member 
of  this  proposed  joint  committee. 

Mr.  Crocker— I  meiely  desire  to  say  that  it  seems 
about  as  bad  a  way  to  appoint  a  committee  to  in- 
vestigate the  facts.  The  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nal-ces  have  investigated  the  matter,  and  every 
member  was  present  and  heard  the  evidence  ex- 
cept the  gentleman  from  Ward  7,  'vho  happened 
to  be  absent  ana  dia  n't  hear  a  word  of  it.  Even 
those  who  signed  the  minority  report  were  agreed 
that  the  facts  showed  the  general  incompe- 
tency and  unfitness  of  the  City  Registrar  for 
his  office,  and  I  should  hope  that  the  Council 
would  take  the  facts  from  the  Committee  on  Or- 
dinances. Still,  if  vou  prefer  to  have  a  special 
committee  to  investigate  the  facts  again,  al- 
though it  will  take  more  time,  we  shall  get  at  the 
facts,  and  they  will  come  to  the  Council  at  last.  I 
think  a  reconsideration  is  the  shortest  way  to 
meet  the  question. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7— The  gentleman  makes 
very  serious  charges  against  the  Registrar.  It  is 
true  1  was  at  the  meeting;  (I  came  in  and  excused 
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myself,)  but  if  what  he  says  is  true  it  is  no  argu- 
ment in  faver  of  a  reconsideration- and  turning 
Mr.  Apollonio  out  of  the  offics  he  holds;  and  it  is 
no  argument  for  abolishing  that  office  and  merg- 
ing it  in  the  Board  of  Health.  Tbat 
was  the  question  which  came  up  last 
Thursday  evening,  and  not  whether  we  snould 
turn  Mr,  Appolonio  out  of  office.  Now  it  comes 
down  to  tnis— The  gentleman  from  Ward  12  [Mr. 
Wilson]  said  it  was  a  peisona  I  fie-ut  against  Mr.  Ap- 
polonio. Now  that  the  order  has  passed,  Mr.  Apio- 
lomo's  name  comes  up,  and  the  gentleman  says  the 
reason  this  should  be  reconsidered  is  tbat  the 
members  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  knowing  of 
Mr.  Appolonio's  incapacity.  It  is  an  excellent 
argument  in  favor  ot  turning  Mr.  Appolonio  out 
of  office,  but  not  for  turning  the  office  over  to  the 
Board  of  Health. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  am  somewnat  surprised 
that  any  gentleman  should  rise  in  his  pla^e  and 
charge  inefficiency,  inaccuiacy  and  incom- 
petency upon  the  Registrar,  Mi.  Appolonio. 
I  have  examned  his  reports,  year  after 
year,  and  I  have  seen  reports  of  the 
State  Board  of  Health  which  pronounce  the  High- 
est encomiums  upoj  the  City  Registrar.  I  am 
astonished  that  any  gentleman  should  directly 
charge  him  with  inefficiency,  incapacity  and  in- 
competency. Why  don't  the  gentleman  rise  and 
ask  for  a  special  committee  to  investigate  and  ex- 
amine? Again  I  say  I  am  astonished,  and  again  1 
repeat  it.  I  have  had  business  with  that  gentle- 
man's office  for  several  years,  arm  I  never 
heard  the  charge  of  inaccuracv,  inefficien- 
cy and  incompetency  charged  befoie  upon  one 
of  the  best  officers,  in  my  judgment,  there  is 
under  the  cover  of  this  City  Hall — an  honest,  fair, 
square,  prudent  and  competent  officer.  It  is  a 
personal  fight  against  Mr.  Appolonio.  I  have  no 
personal  acquaintance  »  ith  Mr.  Appolonio,  except 
that  arising  fiom  official  intercourse,  but  I  have 
never  heard  him  charged  with  incompetency,  in- 
efficiency and  inaccuracy. 

Mr.  Crocker — I  aesne  to  say  that  I  did  n't  in- 
tend to  bring  this  thing  up  as  an  argument  on 
this  subject.  It  was  brought  forward  here,  I  sup- 
pose, by  a  friend  of  Mr.  Appolonio.  It  was  urged 
as  an  argnment  why  we  should  not  pass  th;  ma- 
jority order  that  the  Board  of  Health  had  been 
encroaching  upon  bis  duties,  a  d  odium  was 
thrown  upon  them  as  a  body  trying  to 
grasp  all  sorts  of  power.  That  argument 
was  urged  here  at  the  last  meeting,  and 
by  reason  of  the  intervention  of  the  previous 
question  I  was  pievented  from  saying  what  I  in- 
tended to  say.  As  that  argument  b'as  been  used  on 
the  other  side,  it  seemed  desirable  and  proper 
that  the  Council  should  be  shown  that  the  Board 
of  Health  were  not  encroaching  upon 
the  City  Registrar's  authority,  and  that  this 
was  the  best  way  to  investigate  the  ques- 
tion. If  gentlemen  prefer  a  special  committee, 
let  it  be  so.  The  question  must  be  met.  The  gen- 
tleman appears  surprised  at  trie  use  of  the  words 
inefficiency,  inaccuracy  and  incompetency.  The 
facts  appeared  distinctly  before  the  committee, 
and  it  can  be  easily  shown. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  course  of  the  debate  has 
fully  carried  out  what  I  said.  It  is  the  desire  of 
the  gentleman  who  was  defeated  at  the  last  meet- 
ing to  have  an  opportunity  to  retaliate.  I  hope 
that  no  gentleman  who  was  in  doubt  before  will 
now  give  him  a  chance.  Because  his  constitu- 
ents of  the  Board  of  Health  were  abused  at  the 
last  meeting  be  has  availed  himself  of  the  oppor- 
tunity to  uce  teims  of  reproach  in  regard  to  an 
official  who  has  served  the  city  for  twenty-one 
years.  I  heard  a  great  deal  of  the  evidence 
taken  before  the  committee,  aod  I  can  assure  the 
Council  that  there  was  nothing  to  csll  forth  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6.  The  in- 
accuracies were  matters  of  very  trivial  impor- 
tance. I  do  not  wish  to  advocate  the  City  Regis- 
trar now,  but  I  wish  the  Council  to  remember  this 
fact.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  6  has  availed  him- 
self of  an  opportunity,  under  cover  of  a  motion 
to  rt consider,  to  say  things  concerning  the 
City  Registrar  which  are  more  offensive  than 
anything  said  about  the  Board  of  Health.  There- 
tore  I  trust  the  motion  co  reconsider  will  not  pre- 
vail and  that  the  Council  will  cease  to  remember 
anything  said  in  the  heat  of  debate  by  the  other 
side.  If  any  one  m.,s  charges  agaiDSt  the  City 
Registrar,  let  them  be  brought  before  rue  com- 
mittee to  be  appointed,  and  let  tbem  be  reported 
in  a  form  whic4  we  shall  not  blush  to  read. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9— On**  or  two  words  may 
be  fitly  said  in  support  of  the  motion  to  recon- 


sider. The  reasons  are  that  a  wrong  impression 
has  been  given  here  and  the  lemarks  tonight 
would  seive  to  confirm  the  impression  that  this 
was  introduced  into  the  Council  through  the  ef- 
fect of  a  personal  quarrel  between  the  officers  of 
two  departments,  and  the  odium,  so  far,  has  been 
thrown  upon  the  Board  of  Health  The  facts  do 
not  justify  any  such  conoition  ot  affairs.  If  gen- 
tlemen will  refer  to  the  record  it  will  be  found 
that  this  matter  was  first  brought  to  the  no- 
tice of  the  Council  by  a  friend  of  Mr.  Aopolonio. 
The  Boajd  of  Health  took  no  action,  but  tbey  did 
find  it  iucumbent  upon  themselves,  for  very  good 
reasons,  to  take  certain  duties  which  the  law  ne- 
cessitated that  they  should  take  upon  themselves. 
Mr.  Appolonio  was  not  satistiea  with  that  state  of 
things,  aDd  a  friend  of  his  in  this  Council 
introduced  an  order  to  the  effect  that 
the  duties  of  the  two  departments  should 
be  defined,  and  requesting  the  appoi'tme  t  of  a 
joint  special  committee  to  do  so,  the  effect  of 
which,  as  it  apoeared  to  other  members,  would  be 
to  restore  to  the  City  Registrar  what  had  been 
taken  from  him.  It  was  referi  eo  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ordnances,  and  the  evioence  they  took  has 
never  been  before  the  C  uncil.  The  gentleman 
from  Waid  4  says  he  heard  a  part  of  it,  and  that 
the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6 
are  not  justified.  Unfortunately  the  most  im- 
portant part  of  the  evidence  came  id  after  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  4  left  the  room.  I  had  the 
honor  to  be  in  the  room  and  hear  it  all,  and  I  be- 
lieve the  statement  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
6  is  justified.  So  much  for  that.  The  gentleman 
says  if  the  allegations  are  correct  it  is  good  reason 
why  the  officer  should  oe  deposed,  but  no  reason 
why  the  office  should  be  abolished.  But  we  must 
see  the  reasons  which  influence  the  Council 
in  coming  to  that  conclusion.  It  was,  as  they  sup- 
posed, a  mere  personal  quarrel,  and  that  the  Board 
of  Hea'th  bad  i  tf  inged  upon  the  duties  of  the  City 
Registrar  and  desired  that  office  to  be  abolished, 
and  his  friends  knowing  rothing  of  it,  retaliated 
and  voted  for  the  order.  Now,  suppose,  per- 
haps, if  any  personal  feeling  were  <  ot  in  the  way, 
that  it  be  found  that  the  duties  of  the  office  were 
not  so  great  but  they  could  be  merged 
into  the  Department  of  Health,  who  will  make 
the  reports  to  the  State  required  by  statute,  and 
that  the  duties  could  ther.  be  pei  formed  in  a  much 
more  effective  aDd  economical  manner.  I  think  a 
reconsideration  of  the  questior  would  be  advan- 
tageous for  the  presentation  of  these  facts. 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Ward  15 — I  hope  we  shall  not  re- 
coiiSxder  tnis  vote.  I  have  had  a  great  deal  to  do 
with  the  City  Registrar's  department  for  the  last 
fifteen  years,  and  to  a  large  extent  during  the 
war,  and  Ithiuk  that  unless  this  matter  is  settled, 
the  business  of  the  office  and  the  interest 
of  the  city  will  suffer.  For  instance,  I 
wish  to  procure  the  certificate  of  death 
of  a  person  who  died  last  week  to  for- 
ward to  Washington  for  a  pension  claim;  the  de- 
partment at  Washington  would  not  receive  a  cer- 
tificate from  the  Board  of  Health  because  thrt  law 
provides  for  a  City  Registrar  for  that  purpose,  x 
think  that  certificate  would  be  returned  to  me  for 
lack  ot  evidence.  It  seems  to  me  that  if  the 
minority  report  is  adopted,  and  this  committee 
appointed,  the  whole  matter  can  be  arranged,  and 
there  need  be  no  trouble  whatever. 

Mr.  Wilson  »f  Ward  12 — I  have  been  very  much 
surprised  by  the  tone  of  the  debate  on  a  motion  to 
reconsider.  Gentlemen  are  in  favor  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  committee  in  one  breath,  «,nd  the 
next  oreath  favor  laying  the  whole  matter  upon 
the  table  till  the  fall.  Now  my  acquaintance  with 
the  gentleman  who  fills  this  office  has  continued 
many  years,  and  I  should  not  accept  the  state- 
ments made  except  upoD  evidence  which 
I  should  judge  .as  competent.  The  best  way 
is  to  leave  the  matter  as  it  is,  have  the  committee 
appointed,  and  iben  we  shall  have  competent 
members  of  the  City  Goverament  to  look  into  it, 
whose  judgment  we  can  accept,  and  who  can  re- 
port to  the  Council  whether  any  additional  legis- 
lation is  necessary.  A  very  slignt  order  will  pro- 
duce any  action  that  examination  or  observation 
may  prove  to  be  proper  and  right.  I  desire  to  stand 
here  as  the  champion  of  no  man.  If  I  had  been  sat- 
isfied that  any  official  bad  been  negligent, I  jhould 
vote  to  decapitate  him.  I  did  feel  that  as  the 
matter  originated  it  was  a  personal  quarrel,  and 
I  too ii  occasion  to  call  it  an  assumption  of  the 
Board  of  Health.  Now,  here  is  a  gentiemvm  who 
ha?  filled  this  department  twenty-one  years 
without  any  committee.  It  we  could  have 
a     comr-iittee,      I    think     it    would     be     bet- 
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ter  than  to  take  the  back  track  and 
lay  the  ma:ter  on  the  tabe.  It  has  been 
unanimously  considered  that  such  a  com- 
mittee is  a  good  thing  to  have.  "Why  not  let  us 
have  it  ?  If  tbey  advise  any  action  which  shall 
combine  the  two  offices  and  make  changes  neces- 
sary, I  will  join  with  aay  one  to  make  it.  That  is 
what  I  am  here  for.  I  have  n't  an  incompetent 
man  in  my  employ,  and  I  hope  a  competent  com- 
mittee will  be  appointed  to  give  the  City  Council 
the  facts  in  the  ca-e. 
The  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost. 

A  PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— I  wish  to  make  a  per- 
sonal explanation.  My  attention  has  been  called 
to  the  report  of  the  last  meeting  ot  the  Council 
and  my  answer  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  13,  who  inquired  if  the  whole  Watei  Board 
bad  signed  a  contract.  It  is  stated  that  thac  gen- 
tleman, under  ttie  advice  ot  the  City 
Solicitor,  had  net  signed.  The  idea  I 
meant  to  convey  was  that  the  gentleman 
referred  to  had  some  misgivings  as  to  his  proper- 
ty being  attached,  it  having  been  attached  on  a 
former  occasion.  'The  Water  Board,  or  the  Presi- 
dent, asked  ths  City  Solicitor  if  it  was  necessary 
for  all  to  sign,  and  he  gave  the  opinion  that  if  a 
majority  of  the  board  signed  it  would  be  sufficient. 
It  is  stated  here  that  the  gentleman,  with  the  ad- 
vice of  the  City  Solicitor,  refused  to  sign. 

SWETT  STREET. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  submitted  the  following: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Streets,  to 
whom  was  reterred  the  order  to  rescind  so  much 
of  the  oider  relating  to  the  construction  of  Swett 
street  as  provides  that  no  parr  of  the  money  shall 
be  expended  until  the  grade  of  the  New  York  & 
New  England  Railroad  shall  be  fixed  by  the  Rail- 
road Commissioner?,  or  by  an  agreement  between 
said  lailroad  and  the  city  of  Boston,  having 
considered  the  subiect,  would  respectfully  re- 
port-that the  order  ought  to  pass. 

For  the  committee.  James  J .  Flynn. 

Tne  undersigned,  a  minority  of  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Stieets,  dissents  from  the  report  of  the 
majority,  believing  that  the  city  is  likely  to  be 
put  to  a  considerably  increased  expense  if  the 
building  of  Swett  street  is  proceeded  with  before 
an  arrangement  is  made  with  the  Boston,  Hart- 
ford &  Erie  Railroad  or  its  successors,  as  to  who 
shall  assume  the  cost  of  raising  the  grade  of 
said  railroad.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  if  further 
time  is  given  to  the  committee  tbey  may  be  able 
to  make  a  satisfactory  agreement  with  the  rail- 
road by  which  the  interest  of  the  city  may  be  pro- 
tected. 1  therefore  recommend  that  the  order  be 
not  passed,  and  that  the  subject  be  recommitted 
to  the  committee.  Cyrus  A.  Page. 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— One  week  ago,  when  that 
report  was  written,  another  member  of  the  com- 
mittee joined  with  roe  in  the  minority  report. 
Since  then  be  has  changed  his  opinion,  and  con- 
cluded to  withdraw  from  the  minority.  It  is  a 
veiy  important  order,  one  which  will  involve 
quite  a  considerable  sum  in  the  question  whether 
the  city  is  to  assume  the  entire  expense  of  raising 
this  grade.  I  think  it  too  impoxtant  to  pass  upon 
at  this  late  hour,  and  I  would  move  that  it  be 
specially  assigned  to  half-past  eight  o'cloe«,at 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13—1  trust  the  matter  will 
rot  be  assigned,  but  that  we  shall  act  upon  it  to- 
night. It  is  a  matter  of  iaoportarce,  has  been  be 
fore  the  Council  a  long  time,  and  the  money  has 
been  appropriated  to  carry  on  this  contract;  but 
owing  to  very  proper  amendments  put  upon  the 
order  it  has  been  delayed  till  sufficieat  time  has 
been  allowed  the  committee  to  look  it  up.  A  recom- 
mittal to  the  committee  would  be  of  no  avail  what- 
ever. Tbey  have  gone  into  it  so  thoroughly  that 
no  more  light  can  be  thrown  u con  it.  The  Street 
Commissioners  have  gone  into  ii  thoroughly,  and 
Mr.  Talbot  bas  given  a  great  deal  of  time  to  it. 
I  don't  intend  to  go  into  the  merits  of  the  case, 
out  one  point  I  would  like  to  explain,  and  that  is 
the  expense  to  be  borne  by  the  New  York  &  New 
England  Railroad  Company.  There  was  an  im- 
pression that  the  road  weie  bound  to 
comper.sate  th-  city  for  anv  change  in  their  track 
and  grade.  The  "point  is  that  by  the  act  of 
the  Legislature,  uuless  the  city  can  agree  with 
the  railroad  as  to  z  change,  tha  Railroad  Commis- 
sioners shall  fix  the  grade.  That  is  a  point  we 
have  all  stumbled  over.  The  Railroad  Commis- 
sioners are  obliged  to  fix  the  grade ;  but  they  are 
appointed  to  study  the  interests  ot  the  railroads 


and  the  State,  and  if  the  city  shorld  go  to  them 
and  ask  tdem  to  fix  the  grade,  they  would  fix  it  as 
it  is  now,  and  there  would  be  no  change  of 
grade  by  the  Railroad  Cemmissioners.  But, 
on  the  other  hand,  if  the  city  desir«  a 
change  of  grade  it  must  be  done  by  agree- 
ment with  the.  company.  The  new  fixing  of 
the  grade  by  the  Railroad  Commissioners  is  to  fix 
it  where  it  is  now.  I  have  it  from  the  office  of 
the  Railroad  Commis-ioneis  that  if  called  upon 
they  would  fix  the  grade  as  it  is  now.  There  is  no 
question  as  to  whether  the  corporation  is  a  rich 
©r  poor  one.  It  is  a  mere  question  as  to  what  we  can 
oblige  them  to  do.  The  moment  the  official  of  the 
road  got  an  act  passed  that  no  street  should  cross  a 
railroad  at  grade,  he 'wa*  perfectly  satisfied,  he 
knowing  that  tae  Railroad  Commissioneis  would 
not  alter  the  grade  of  the  road,  which  was  going 
to  be  entirely  out  of  pocket  to  them,  and  no  ben- 
efit whatever.  That  is  all  I  have  to  say  in  regard 
to  the  railroad.  The  expense  of  filling  for  the 
grade  is  put  down  at  $65,000  or  $70,000,  or  $6  a  . 
square  yard.  That  filling  can  be  done  toaay  for 
$4  a  square  yard,  making  a  large  difference  in  the 
cost  of  grading  Swett  street,  and  would  counter- 
balance the  ciiference  between  what  we  pay  and 
what  we  do  not  pay.  We  nave  monev  en.  ugh  to 
build  that  street,  and  the  onlv  tnii.g  required  is 
thattue  amendment  just  reported  shall  be  adopted. 
To  avail  itself  of  the  'conds  the  city  must  build  the 
street  within  a  year  from  July  1.  I  am  told  by 
those  competent  to  know  that  the  work,  if  under- 
taken now,  c<n  be  finished  to  the  satisfaction  of 
those  who  have  given  the  bouds.  But  there  is 
one  matter  which  I  wish  to  impress  unon  mem- 
bers of  the  City  Council.  The  Roxourv  Canal  is 
the  receotacle  of  four  of  the  largest  seweis  of  the 
city,  and  we  ate  already  building  auo.her  to  make 
ths  fifth.  Four  seweis  pour  tneir  horrible 
tilth  into  i  he  c^.nsl  at  Albany  street,  which  waits 
for  the  tide  to  cai  ry  it  out,  one  for  the  eastern 
Eectiou  of  the  Highlands,  the  Chester-park  sewer 
and  the  Coacord-street  sewers.  The  contents  of 
these  sewers  are  too  vile  and  loathsome  to  look 
upou,  and  their  odor  must  nauseate  and  poison 
thousands  every  year.  The  report  ot  the  Board  of 
Health  and  every  person  living  in  that  ps-rt 
of  the  city  pronounces  them  ,aa  unmitigat- 
ed nuisance.  Ihe  Supeiintendent  of  Sewers 
says  nothing  can  be  done  in  me  matter  of  cnang-- 
ing  the  sewerage  until  Swett  street  is  completed. 
He  says  that  he  will  then  have  a  foundation  to  act 
upon  in  order  to  cany  the  sewage  to  Dorchester 
Bav.  Already  a  petition  is  here  for  the  dredging 
ot  that  creek;  but  you  might  dredge  it  today,  and 
tomorrow  it  would  be  filled  up.  The  water- 
ing caits  from  all  parts  of  th&t  district  go 
there  and  pump  this  water  io to  tanks  and  sprin- 
kle it  on  the  stieets,  and  so  sickeoitg  is  this 
that  people  close  their  window>  as  the  carts  goby. 
That  matt-r  alone  is  enough  to  carry  this  work 
through,  and  I  hope  no  objection  will  be  made  to 
it. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  don't  doubt  but  that  the 
gentleman  has  spoken  a  great  deal  of  truth,  but 
he  has  n't  touched  the  vital  part  of  the  question. 
I  voted  for  Swett  street  against  my  convictions, 
with  tbe  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  6;  but  the  gentleman  has  n't  touched 
the  main  question.  From  what  I  have  heard 
it  seems  to  me  that  the  proposition  comes 
here  to  reconrider  that  matter  in  facr;  or  rather 
to  rescind  by  a  majority  vote  rhe  action  of  tbe 
Council,  which  it  required  a  two- thirds  vote  to 
carry.  But  for  that  amendment  the  two-thirds  vote 
for  the  appropriation  of  money  could  not  have 
been  can ied.  Now  comes  in  the  proposition,  it  I 
understand  it,  whether  by  a  majority  vote  of  this 
Council  «e  can  reconsider  the  action  which  it  re- 
quired a  two-thirds  vote  to  carry.  The  gentle- 
man from  the  Sixth  Ward  can  better  explain  that 
than  I  can;  but  it  strikes  me  so  at  this  moment, 
and  I  wish  he  would  give  his  opinion.  If  that  is 
the  position  of  matters  I  want  time  to  consider  it. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13— So  far  aa  this  amendment 
is  concerned,  it  was  put  in  for  the  benefit  of  the 
city's  interest;  but  the  matter  has  since  been  ex- 
plained and  is  shown  to  be  a  stumbling  block  in 
the  way  of  tbe  city.  As  to  the  question  of  a  two- 
thiros  vote,  that  matters  not  to  me.  It  is  on  ac- 
count of  the  real  importance  of  the  subject  that 
I  press  it,  an. i  not  because  of  this  majority  vote. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  and  Mr.  Brackett  of 
Ward  10  hoped  the  matter  would  be  assigned. 

Mr.  Flynn  ot  Ward  7  said  tbe  committee  did  not 
wish  to  press  it. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Page  to  specially  assign  pre- 
vailed. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


ADAMS    SCHOOLHOUSE. 

Mr.  Page  of  "Ward 9  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  oa  Public  Instruction,  that  it  is  inex- 
pedient to  grant  the  request  of  School  Committee 
that  a  room  be  fitted  up  in  the  Adams  Schoolhouse 
for  the  master.    Accepted.    Sent  up. 

THE  CITY  REGISTRAR'S  OFFICE. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6 offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  City  Regis- 
trar's Department,  when  appointed,  be  instructed 
to  examine  and  report  without  delay  as  to  the 
efficiency  of  the  present  City  Registrar  and  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  his  office  has  been  con- 
ducted. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 


TENURE    OF    OFFICE. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4  moved  to  take  from 
the  table  the  resolutions  (City  Document  69)  re- 
lating: to  the  tenure  of  office,  which  was  lost  after 
a  brief  discussion  by  Mr.  "Whitmore  in  favor  and 
Mr.  Kmball  in  opposition. 

VEGETABLE    MARKET. 

On  motion  ot  Mr.  Brackett,  the  reports  on  the 
vegetable  market  were  taken  from  the  table,  and 
after  orief  discussion  between  Messrs.  Devereux 
of  Ward  22, Brackett  of  Ward  10, Kimball  of  Ward 
6,  they  were  specially  assigned— 24  for,  22  against 
—for  nine  o'clock  on  Thursday  evening  next. 

On  motiou  of  Mr.  Sampson  of  Ward  10,  the  Coun- 
adjourned. 
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BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN, 


GKTY   OF   BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JULY   6,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  m"-etvog  at  tour  o'clock  P.M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS. 

Agents  of  the  City  to  take  the  Decennial  Census 
— O.  S.  C.  Bdgham,  James  A.  Cooper,  Daniel  E. 

Special  Police  Offic bis— William  L.  Waterbouse, 
Ha  rvara  Medical  College;  Thomas  S.  Carroll,  In- 
dia wharf;  Andre  C.  Reggio,  1  Commonwealth 
avenue. 

Constable— Augustus  Grant. 

Weigher  aud  Inspector  of  Hay- Randall  E. 
Young. 

Weigher  of  Coal— John  A.  Clark. 

Promotions  in  the  Police  Department— Charles 

C.  J.  Spear,  to  he  Lieuteuaut ;  David  M.  Pierce,  to 
be  Sergeant. 

Severally  confirmnd. 

Police  Officers— Corneliu«  Harrington,  Chri3to- 
phe<  K.  Polister. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Police. 

PAEK  COMMISSION. 

The  following  was  received: 

To  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston  : 
G--mlemen— Under  the  provisions  ot  chanter  185, 
section  1,  of  the  acts  of  the  vear  1875, 1  hereby 
appoint,  subject  to  "our  appoval,  the  following- 
named  persons  to  be  Park  Commissioners  ot  the 
city  of  Boston,  namelv:  T.  Jefferson  CoolMge, 
for  the  term  of  four  years,  from  Mav  l"t,  1875 ; 
William  Gray,  Jr..  for  the  term  of  three  years, 
from  May  1st,  1875.  and  Charles  H.  Dalton,  for  the 
term  of  two  j  ears,  from  May  1st,  1875.  These  gen- 
tlemen have  expressed  th"ir  willingness  to  serva 
the  city  as  above  stateo  without  compensation. 

Samuel  C.  Cobb, 

Mayor. 

The  nominations  were  confirmed.    Sent  down. 

HEARINGS  ON  SEWERS. 

The  petitions  for  sewers  io  Dorchester  avenu ft, 
between  Power  and  Kyde  streets,  and  in  Marion 
street,  between  Monm<mth  aod  White  streets, 
were  considered  oi>  order  of  notice.  No  on«  ap- 
peared to  object,  and  the  petitions  were  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Armories.    Company 

D,  Ninth  Regimtnt,  for  an  armory  n*  Cortinental 
Building. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  George  O.  Cottiell 
et  al.,  remonstrance  against  construction  of  a 
sewer  id  Woodbine  strest. 

J.  G.  Kelso  et  al.,  fov  i  eassessmeut  of  expense 
of  sewer  m  South  Eden  street,  Chailesrown, 

Bemaid  Mever  et  al.,  for  a.  r.ew  sewer  in  West 
Eighth  street. 

Nathaniel  G.  Simonds,  that  the  Chelsea-street 
sewer  be  extenden . 

Satnnel  Stubbs  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Rutland 
squaie,  east  of  Provia»nce  Railroad. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  W.  E.  Wood- 
ward et  al.,  that  Woodward  avenue  be  lighted. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  J.  W.  Tufts  &  Co., 
for  leave  to  maintain  a  projecting  sign  at  corner 
of  Hanover  ard  Washington  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  pari  of  the 
Board.  Jacob  H.  Hathorae,  for  leave  to  enlarge 
his  brick  stable  oa  Northampton  street. 

A.  D.  Calef,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  on  Schuyler  street,  comer 
Hart  well. 

Patrick  Dolan,  for  'eave  to  occupy  an  old  wood- 
en stable  for  thiee  horses  od  Centre  place,  Ward 
17,  near  Green  street. 

J.  W.  Shapleigh,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
woo  Jen  utable  for  three  horses  on  Woodville 
square,  W*rd  14. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  F.  W.  Kittredge 
et  al.,  that  Tremont  street,  west  of  the  Provideaee 
Railroad,  be  graded,  etc. 

Patrick  H.  VIcGlynn  et  al.,  that  Rutland  square, 
west  of  Columbus  avenue,  be  graded,  etc. 

Petitions  for  Edgesti  nes— A.  F.  fibbets,  on  Blue 
Hill  avenue  and  Stafford  street;  Heorv  Whitaksr, 
on'fremontana  Parsons  streets,  Ward  19;  Henry 
Calender's  estate,  on  Mill  street,  Waid  16. 


Petitions  for  Edgestones  and  Brick  Sidewalk- 
Timothy  Donovan,  171  Sixth  street;  John  O'Neil, 
169  Sixth  street;  William  McCarty,  161  Sixth 
street;  Margaret  E.Duffy,  175  Sixth  street;  An- 
gus Douglass,  at  cor.  er  of  Wiudsor  and  Warwick 
streets. 

Edwa'd  Flaherty  et  al.,  that  Baxter  street,  be- 
tween D  and  E  streets,  b*  put  in  order. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Printing.  Boston 
Daily  News,  for  leave  to  bid  for  contract  to  publish 
proceedings  of  the  City  Council. 

Boston  Post,  for  leave  io  bidforcontiact  to  pub- 
lish proceedings  of  City  Council. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  FOR  CON- 
CURRENCE 

Petitions  of  John  B.  Reagan,  E.  S.  Johnson  et 
al.,  Boston  Daily  Advertiser  and  Company  G. 
Severally  referred. 

Annual  report  of  Auditor  of  Accounts  for  finan- 
cial year  1874-75.  (City  Doc.  No.  72.)  Placed  on 
file. 

Order  for  Committee  o;i  City  Registrar's  De- 
partment (if  one  be  appointed)  to  report  on  man- 
ner of  conducting  that  department.    Passed. 

Older  to  allow  the  Inspector  of  Buddicgsthe 
use  of  a  horse  and  vehicle  at  city's  expense. 
Passed. 

Report  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  p  ovideand  fur- 
nish a  room  for  the  master  of  the  Adams  School. 
Accepted. 

Ordinance  providing  for  appointment  by  the 
Mayor  ani  confirmation  by  the  City  Council  of 
two  Record  Commissioners  to  serve  for  five  years, 
without  pay,  in  supplying  fom  oi  her  sources  cne 
existing  dericieccies  in  records  of  oirths,  mar- 
riages and  deaths  in  this  city.    Passed. 

Report  and  order  to  reserve  and  aporopriate  for 
yard  of  Quincy  Schoolhou.-e  the  land  of  Hose 
House  No.  2,  recently  abandoned  bv  the  Fire  Com- 
missioners.   Order  passed. 

The  majority  and  minority  repoits  (City  Doc. 
No.  70)  came  up  with  minority  report  substituted 
for  the  majority  and  the  passage  of  the  order  ap- 
pended t«  the  minority  report,  which  directs  the 
Committee  on  Joi^r  Rules  to  provide  for  the  ap- 
oointaient  of  a  Joint  Standing  Committee  oa  City 
Registrar's  Depart  i  ent. 
'  The  quesnon  was  upon  concurrence. 

Alderman  Bigelow  moved  to  substitute  the  ma- 
jority report  for  that  of  the  minority,  which  bad 
b^en  adopted  by  the  Common  Council. 

Alderman  Quincv  called  toi  the  reading  of  the 
minority  report,  and  it  was  read  bv  the  Chairman. 

Alderman  Prescott  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
majority  redort,  which  the  Chairman  did. 

Alderman  Prescott  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  majority  report  was  substituted  for  that 
of  the  minority— yeas  7,  nays  5: 

leas — Aldermen  Bigeiow,  Clark,  Harris,  Pope, 
Power,  Prescott,  Worthington— 7. 

Na\s—  Ald-rmen  Burrage,  O'B'ien,  Quincy, 
Stebbrns,  Viles— 5. 

Ihe  order  apoendeo  to  t'ue  majority  report  for 
the  mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature  for  an  act  to 
place  the  City  Registrar  under  the  Board  of  Health, 
was  passed.  Yeas  7,  nays  5  (the  same  as  before.) 
Seut  down. 

Certificate  of  election  of  James  W.  Ricker  as 
City  Collector  in  place  of  Thomas  Sherwin,  chosen 
by  this  Board.  The  Board  proceeded  to  an  elec- 
tion. Aldermen  O'Brien  and  ViUs  weie-apcoint- 
ed  a  committee  to  collect  ard  countvotes.  They 
reported  that  T-nomas  Sherwin  had  received  10 
and  James  W.  Ricker  2.  Mr.  Sherwin  was  de- 
clared eleced  in  non-coacurrence.  Certificate 
sent  down. 

LAFAYETTE  SQUARE. 

^he  Board  took  up  the  special  pssignment  for 
4%  P.  M.,  viz.,  healing  of  parties  interested  in 
designating  the  area  at  the  junction  of  Warren 
and  Main  streets,  in  Charlestown,  as  "Thompson 
square"  or  "Lafayette  square." 

John  N.  Devereux,  member  of  the  Common 
Council  from  Ward  22,  said  that  local  names  are 
of  value  to  people  of  a  town,  and  in  this  case  he 
believed  toe  local  renown  of  the  Thompson  family 
made  it  more  acceptable  to  the  people  of.  Charles- 
tow  a  than  Lafayette.  Tne  first  child  born  there 
after  the  battle  of  Bunuer  Hill  was  named  Timo- 
thy Thompson,  who  "became  distinguished  in  the 
history  of  the  town."  He  cited  several  members 
of  the  family  who  had  been  distinguished  in  the 
local  history  of  Charle-'towo,  and  believed  the 
people  desired  tbs  name  to  be  perpetuated. 

Richard  Frothingham  said  the  pQtuion  was  not 
composed  by  him,  but  he  signed  and  indorsed  it. 
He  indorsed  what  Mr.  Devereux  had  said,  and 
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mentioned  prominent  members  of  the  Thompson 
family,  their  public  relations  and  position,  whose 
lives  were  a  if  ve  in  good  works,  ia  public  and  pri- 
vate. Mr.  Frothingbam  spoke  at  length  of  Timo- 
thy and  Adnaham  R.  Thompson,  and  others  of  the 
family,  all  of  whoin  did  good  service  to  the  town, 
in  every  situation  io  which  such  a  corporation 
could  call  a  citizen.  It  wi;,s  but  a  small 
monument  to  such  a  family  to  let  the  little 
piece  of  land  be  cal'ed  Thompson  square.  He 
would  be  the  last  to  refuse  to  do  honor  to  La- 
fayette, but  that  name  should  be  given  to  one  of 
the  great  squares  or  future  parks  in  the  city. 
The  object  of  calling-  this  space  Thompson  square 
was  to  give  it  a  name  of  local  intarest,  while  it  it 
is  d^sir-d  to  name  a  square  after  Lafayette,  one 
should  be  selected  that  would  do  honor  to  his 
memory. 

Daniel  Williams  cited  the  positions  of  the  sign- 
ers of  the  petition,  who  represented  the  best  citi- 
zens of  Charlestown.  This  name  is  intended  to 
commemorate  a  family  who  lived  and  were  known 
there,  a od  tee  cuy  could  afford  to  do  so.  He  in- 
dorsed what  Mr.  Frothingham  had  said  in  regard 
to  naming  a  laig^  park  for  LafavettQ. 

George  B.  Neal  indorsed  what  had  been  said  by 
Mr.  Frothingham  and  othrs,  a'  d  said  the  owne;s 
of  the  property  in  that  locality  favored  the  natne 
of  Thompson,  which  is  local,  and  belongs  to  that 
localiiy,  while  Lafayetie's  name  is  national  aod 
de-erves  mt  re  horor  th^,n  would  be  conferred  by 
naming  in  his  honor  sue1"  a  small  spot  as  this, 
which  is  not  a  square. 

The  subject  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Paving. 

BOND  APPROVED. 

The  bond  of  Moses  P.  Brown,  Constable,  being 
nresented  duly  certified,  was  approved. 

REPORTS  OF  CITY  OFFICERS. 

"Inspector  of  Lighters.  Quarterly  Report  to 
June  30— Lighters  inspected,  232;  fees,  $659.50;  ex- 
penses, $23.20;  divided  by  incumbents,  $636.30. 
Seat  down. 

Paymaster  of  State  AM.  Quarterly  Report  to 
July  1— Amount  disbursed,  $20,299;  number  of  ap- 
plications, 3911 .    Sent  down. 

RAILROAD   TRACKS     IN    COURT,  DEVONSHIRE  AND 
STATE  STREETS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Paving-,  to  whom  weie  recommit- 
ted the  report  and  ciders  relative  to  the  removal 
of  th°.  radroi.d  tracks  io  Court,  Devonshire  ana 
Staie  streets,  that  they  have  given  the  parties  a 
hearing,  that  no  new  evidence  had  been  pre- 
sented, and  that  they  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  orders. 

The  Chairman  read  feiitions  for' the  removal 
from  F.  O.  Prince  et  al.,  abutters  on  Court  street, 
and  H.  H.  HuQnevvell  et  al.,  occupants  ot  Sears 
Building. 

Alderman  Burra^e— The  Committee  on  Paving 
consented  to  a  recommitmenr  or  these  orders 
under  a  misapprehension.  They  supposed  the 
two  railroad  companies  interested  had  requested 
another  hearing  to  give  thtm  an  opportunity  to 
present  new  evidence  and  further  arguments 
against  the  removal  of  the  tracks.  But  at  the 
bearing  before  the  committee,  the  President  of 
the  Metropolitan  Rarlroad  Company  oenied  that 
he  ha'i  requested  another  nearing  and  no  evi- 
dence was  ad'iuced  by  either  corporation,  nor  any 
new  arguments  presented,  to  show  why  the  tracks 
should  not  be  removed.  On  the  cootiary,  the  pe- 
titioners for  th.ir  removal  presented  evidence 
showing  that  Cornhill  is  very  seldom,  if  ever, 
blocked  either  by  cars  or  other  vehicles,  but  that 
Court  street  tsveiy  much  crot/ced  and  is  con- 
tinually subject  to  blocks.  Mr.  Lawrence,  of 
the  firm  of  Lawrence,  Wilde  &  Hull,  testi- 
fied that  during  ihe  twenty-three  yeais  he 
had  clone,  business  on  Coinhiil  he  had 
never  seen  any  trouble  from  blocks  in 
tnat  street,  and  he  expressed  the  opinion  that 
many  more  cars  than  at  present  could  go  through 
the  street  without  inconvenience  to  favellers  or 
to  the  abutters.  H*  statea  that  he  would  be  glad 
to  have  the  number  increased  to  180  or  mo: e  per 
hour.  Mr.  Tyler  and  Mr.  Lilhe,  who  do  business 
on  Court  stieet,  testified  that  Court  street  is  much 
crowded  with  vehicles,  that  blocks  are  frequent, 
and  that  in  the  jams  vehicles  are  sometimes 
forced  upon  the  sidewalk  by  cherr  respective 
stores,  endangering  trie  glass  of  their  windows,  as 
well  is  the  limbs  ar.ri  lives  of  pedestrians.  Two 
police  officers,  stationed  in  the  vicinity,  testified 
that  they  deem  that  part  of  Court  street  the  worst 


street  in  the  city  in  respeet  to  blocks,  and  that 
the  track  there  is  a  nuisance.  On  Saturr ay  last 
the  Chief  of  Police  detailed  officers,  by  request, 
to  take  an  account  of  the  number  of  cars  and  of 
other  vehicles  that  passed  tin ough  Cornhill.  be- 
tween Franklin  avenue  and  Washington  street, 
and  through  Court  street  between  the  same 
points,  between  the  hours  of  7  £..  M.  and 
7  P.  M.  The  result  was  as  follows:  In 
Comhrll  the  whole  numner  of  cars  was  1098, 
the  whole  number  of  other  vehicles  was  740,  mak- 
ing 1838  in  all.  In  Court  street  the  number  of  cars 
was  48,  he  jumbet  of  vehicles  was  3126,  making 
3474  in  all— oi  an  aveiage  of  91  y2  cars  vnd  6iy2  ve- 
hicles, 153  in  all  per  hour  in  Cornhill  and  4  cats 
aii d  285y2  vehicles,  289y2  in  ill  per  hou  in  Court 
str=et.  The  difference  in  the  amount  of  travel  in 
the  respective  streets  curing  the  middle  of  the 
day  is  much  more  marked.  Between  ten  a<  d 
eleven  o'clock  470  vehicles  other  than  cars  passed 
through  Court  street,  and  but  85  through  Cornhill. 
Between  the  hours  of  nite  and  five  2768  passei 
th  o;igh  Court  street  and  but  570 through  Cornhill. 
There  were  noMocfes  uuringtheday  in  Cornhill.  In 
Court  stieet  there  were  two  blocks  by  cars  andfive 
by  other  vehicles,  seven  in  all.  These  figures  and 
the  evidence  before  the  committee  simply  confii  m 
what  I  had  supposed,  until  the  remarks  at  the 
last  meetrng  of  th^  Board  of  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  9  was  apvaienc  to  everyone  whose  attention 
had  bsen  called  to  the  subject,  that  Oomt 
street  is  much  more  crowded  than  Cornhill, 
and  fiat  instead  of  there  being  a  necessrty  for 
running  cars  through  Ccurt  street  "to  relieve 
Cornhill,"  th  •  public  good  requires  that  both  cars 
and  track  should  be  removed  from  this  part  of 
Court  street  In  regard  to  the  width  of  these 
sbieets  between  Washington  street  and  Franklin 
avenue,  I  woo  la  say  that  while  CornhiU  is  six  or 
seven  feet  •  ider  than  Court  street,  the  sidewalks 
of  thri  former  are  so  much  widr.r  than  those  of  the 
latter,  that  there  is  but  a  few  inches  difference  in 
the  width  of  their  respective  roadways.  In  legard 
to  the  tracks  of  the  Middlesex  Rarlroad  Company 
rn  Srale  and  New  Devonshire  streeis,  it  was  ia 
evidence  that  travel,  especially  heavy  teaming, 
has  inrreased  in  the  lastnmed  street  largely 
duriog  the  lart  year,  and  that  the  track  there  is 
the  cause  of  serious  loss  to  the  owners  of 
tearrs  by  injury  fo  vehicles,  and  is  an  incon- 
venience to  all  who  drive  through  the  street. 
Resoecting  the  proposal  of  this  company  to 
discontinue  run-.rng  their  cars  via  Suobuxy 
street  and  to  send  others  tnstead  through  Wash- 
ington, Ptate  and  Devonshire  streets.  I  tnink  tins 
Board  will  hardly  deem  it  c-x|  edient  to  "relieve" 
S;dbury  street,  »•  here  uo  cars  Dili  those  of  th-) 
Middlesex  company  run,  by  sending  twenty-nine 
more  cars  an  hour  through  the  narrowest  and 
most  crowded  portion  of  Washington  street,  tne 
nanow  passageway  at  the  head  of  State  street 
ana  New  Devoi  shire  street,  crowded  with  heavy 
teams.  As  has  been  said,  horse  railroads  are  ac- 
knowledged to  be  a  great  public  convenience 
when  properly  regulated;  but  they  must  not  be 
allowed  to  monopolize  the  streets  or  to  encroach 
upon  the  rights  and  privileges  of  others.  Corp  >- 
rations  may  be  characterized  as  organized  selfish- 
ness without  personal  responsibility;  it  is  natu- 
ral, therefore,  that  they  should  sometimes  adopt 
the  ethics  of  Wordsworth's  "Rob  Roy"— 

"For  why?    Because  the  good  old  rule 

Sufliceth  them;  the  simple  plan 
That  they  should  take  who  have  the  power, 

And  they  shoald  keep  who  "an." 

Eveiyyear  many  petitions  for  new  locations 
have  b  en  presented.  Last  year  this  Government 
received  nineteen  petitions  tor  new  locations,  of 
which  thirteen  v, ere  granted.  This  year  many 
have  been  received,  but.  i  am  unable  at  present  to 
state  the  number.  On  th?  otu  t  hand,  there  have 
been  buc  few  instances,  if  any,  in  which  a  corpo- 
ration, whatevi  r  the  public  exigency  might  be, 
has  willingly  taken  up  a  trick  or  given  up  a  loca- 
tion once  granted  them.  I  trust  the  Board  will 
adh'-re  to  its  former  action  and  pass  the  orders 
for  the  removal  of  these  tracks. 

Alderman  Prescott  desired  further  time  for  in- 
vestigation, and  moved  that  the  subject  be  spe- 
cially assigned  for  Mo-  day  next,  at  five  o'clock  P. 
M. 

Alderman  Power  thought  the  Board  understood 
the  subject,  and  it  would  hardly  pay  to  waste  time 
by  turthi  r  delay. 

Alderman  Prescott  said  he  desired  to  carefully 
examine  the  statistics  and  statements  of  Alder- 
man Burrage.    The  arguments  presented    on  the 
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other  side  were  strong  enough  to  convince  him 
that  the  tracks  should  remain. 

Alderman  Bun  age  said  thejstateme nts  made  at 
tbe  last  meeting  wer>-  uo  news  to  the  ommittee. 

The  motion  to  specify  assign  prevailed. — 7  for, 
4  against. 

METROPOLITAN  RAILROAD. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  a  report  fiom  the 
Committee  on  Paving,  on  the  petition  of  Metro- 
politan Railroad,  recommending  the  following  Ol- 
der: 

Ordered,  That  in  additiou  to  the  right  heretc- 
fore  granted  to  the  Metropolitan  «\&ilroad  Com- 
pany to  lay  down  tiacks  in  several  of  the  streets 
of  the  crtv'of  Boston,  said  company  shall  have  the 
right  to  constiuct  a  turnout  on  Tremont  strset. 
commencing  at  Hillsiae  avenue  and  extending  150 
feet  wfcstwardly  towa  ds  the  town  of  Brooklme, 
said  turnout  bpmg  sho-n  on  a  plan  drawn  by 
Barbour  &  Hodges,  civil  engineers,  dated  June 
8,  1875.  a  d  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Supsriu- 
t  en  dent  of  Streets.  [Appended  to  the  above  are 
the  usual  conditions.] 

Read  once. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Powf-r  submitted  reports  and  orders 
from  thi  Committee  on  Paving  as  follows: 

Reports  in  favor  of  gianana  petiaons  for  leave 
to  mj  e  wooden  ouildings  of  John  A.  Sanudn 
aud  W.  R.  Cavanaj-h,  on  the  usual  conditio,  s. 
bevsrallv  accented. 

Reports  in  favor  ot  granting  petirions  of  Daniel 
McLaughlin,  ior  extension  of  lime  for  closing 
Noiih  Marginal  street;  Brookline  Water  Com- 
missioners, for  leav  io  erect  a  live  of  tolegr?ph 
ihiougn  a  purtioi  of  West  Roxbuiy.  Severallv 
acceoted. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  reeonsttuct  the  stone  culvert  in 
Spring-park  avenue,  Ward  17,  so  as  to  effectually 
piovide  for  the  surf  tee  diainage  of  said  street. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  and  orders  directing  the  Superintend- 
ent of . Streets  to  furnish  and  pet  edgestones  in 
front  of  estate  of  C.  B.  Cabot  on  Greeoough 
avenue,  Ward  17;  to  lav  brick  sidewalk  in  front  of 
estates  of  Oliver  f.ennet.,134  and  143  Marcetla 
street;  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones,  and  lav 
buck  sidewalk  in  front  of  estate  of  William  Lind, 
29  Hammond  park,  and  in  front  of  estate  ot  John 
J.  Williams  pd  Union  park  street.  Orders  severally 
read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  the  Superintendent  ot 
Streets,  in  con  junction  with  the  abutters  ou  Cot- 
tage, Boston  and  Humphrey  streets,  Ward  16,  to 
sprinkle  said  streets  with  salt  water,  at  an  ex- 
panse to  the  city  not  exceeding  $500.  Order  read 
twice  ard  passed. 

Schedule  of  cost  of  edgestones  in  front  of  estates 
on  Greenough  avtnue,  Marcetla  and  other  streets, 
and  order  for  proportionate  assessment  and  col- 
lection of  same.    Order  lead  twice  and  parsed. 

DREDGING  OF  EOXBUKT  CANAL. 

Alderman  Burrage  submitted  the  fo'lowing: 

;L'n.e  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Boston  Har- 
bor, to  wbom  were  referred  the  petitions  of  L.B. 
Morse  and  others  and  George  Curtis  and  others 
that  Roxbury  Canal  be  dredged,  and  of  Francis 
Baitlett  and  others  that  Charles  Rivei  flats  nortii 
of  Beacon  ^treeT  be  creoged.  raving  considered 
the  subject,  would  respectfully  report — 

That  there  appears  t»  beno  necessity  toi  action,  on 
the  part  of  the  city  to  dredge  the  canal  or  the  river 
for  the  pmpose  of  improving  navigation;  but,  in 
the  judgment  of  the  commit  tee,  there  are  reason- 
able giounds  tor  complaint  on  account  of  their 
filihy  condition  and  the  consequent  menace  to  the 
health  and  lives  of  citizens. 

Several  ?e>7ers  that  ifford  sewerage  fcr  a  larg3 
aDd  densely  populated  territory  empty  into  Rox- 
bury  Canal  near  its  head,  and  as  there  is  no  cur- 
i£nt  to  scour  the  channel  and  ijarry  off  deposits, 
the  solid  natter  from  tne  sewers  has  settled  upon 
the  bottom  until  it  has  accumulated  to  the  depth 
of  from  two  to  six  feet.  The  gases  that  arise 
from  this  deposit  wh-n  the  tide  is  out  and  it  is  un- 
covered or  is  but  partly  covered  by  watsr  are  very 
offensive,  and  d'»ubttess?  exceedingly  dangerous  to 
health.  The  same  is  true  of  that  portion  of 
Charles  River  which  lies  in  the  angle  formed  by 
the  sea  wall  west  of  Brimmer  street  and  north  of 
B;acon  street. 

It  is  obvious  that  while  these  sewers  continue  to 
discharge  their  contents  at  these  points  dredging 
ean  be  but  a  slight  and  temporary  remedy  for  the 
evil.  Your  committee  are  impressed  with  the  im- 
portance of  taning  steps  at  once  to  extend  the 


sewers  so  that  thev  will  discharge  into  deep 
water.  The  construction  of  Swett  street 
across  South  Bay  will  furnish  an  oppor- 
tunity for  the  extension  to  Dorcester  Bay 
ot  the  ^ewers  which  now  discharge  into 
the  canal.  As  no  change  can  be  made  in  the  sew- 
ers during  tAe  r> resent  season,  it  is  necessary  in 
t  h&  interests  of  the  public  nealth  to  resort  to 
dredging,  and  tbs  committee  would  therefore  rec- 
ommend the  passage  of  rhe  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Boston  Harbor 
be  authorized  to  contract  for  dredging  Roxbury 
Canal  and  a  portion  of  Chailes  River  lviug  oorth 
of  Beacon  st i  e«t,  at  an  expense  i.ot  exceeding 
$10,000 ;  to  be  transferred  for  that  purpose  from 
tbe  Reserved  Fund. 

Alderman  Buirage  moved  tbe  reference  of  the 
report  to  the  Finance  Committee. 

Alderman  Power— 4s  I  have  had  a  little  experi- 
ence in  the  subject  of  dredging  that  locality,  it 
seein*  to  me  that  although  anuisance  exi-ts  at  the 
Roxbury  Canal,  it  should  not  be  made  a  handle  of 
to  imoiove  private  property  abutting  on  the  canal. 
It  is  well  ksovvt)  to  everybody  who  has  studied 
this  subject.  t;iat  the' emptying  of  the  sewers  theie 
has  v  ry  little  to  do  wi+h  th**  shoaling  at  that 
plajft.  It  is  caused  by  tbe  emptying  of  tne  basin, 
and  this  whole  prersuiecuuies from  mteresteo  par- 
ties v  ho  canuot  get  vessels  up  there  on  account 
of  the  shoala.  They  ell  know  this  and  they  can- 
not contradict  it.  They  bought  the  property 
knowing  that  fact,  ann  it  'eems  too  bad  that  the 
pecple  of  Boston  should  be  made  to  bear  the  m- 
tire  expense  ot  improving  their  property.  In  past 
years  the  abutters  toere  have  been  made  to  pay  a 
portion  of  the  txoen'  e  of  dr  dg;ing  out  that  canal, 
and  I  don't  set.  why  we  should  n't  make  some  ar- 
rangement with  them  now.  They  undertake  to 
show  that  the  sewer*  aie  the  great  cause  of  the 
r.uisai.ce,  when  they  know  better-,  and  that  the 
sewer  ->  have  very  little  to  do  with  it.  I  don't  ob- 
ject to  this  dredging  being  done,  but  I  do  ob- 
ject to  tbe  city  of  Boston  paying  the  whole 
cost  of  it.  Io  past  yeais  they  have  willingly  paid 
a  part  of  the  cost  of  di  edging  that  canal,  and  if 
thev  are  unwilling  to  do  so  now  they  should  be 
made  to  don.  If  they  object  to  doing  it,  I  shall 
object  to  the  city  iurnishingthe  means  to  smpiove 
theii  property  for  nothing.  Before  this  report  is 
refeued  to  'beFinanc-  Com mitiee  I  would  like 
the  chairman  ot  the  Harbor  Committee  to  state 
whether  it  is  expected  that  the  abutters  will  pay  a 
part  of  the  expense. 

Aldurman  Buirage— I  understand  that  this 
canal  was  dredged  about  three  yeatsago.  It  is 
l  ot  the  intention  of  the  committee  now  to  dredge 
it  for  the  becefitof.  the  abutters.  It  is  intended 
to  dredge  nothing  but  the  deposit  from  the  sew- 
ers, and  to  scrape  off  tbe  accumulated  tilth  The 
abutters  do  not  propose  ro  pay  a  portion  of  the 
expanse.  Tre  place  is  un;oub>edly  a  nuisance, 
and  the  Board  of  Health  have  the  legal  power  to 
abate  it  i  j  any  way  they  see  fit.  But  this  matter 
was  referred  to  "  the  Coxmittee  on  Harbor, 
who  thought  it  was  a  nuisancj  that  should  be 
abated.  Lhe  city  nas  no  more  right  to  cieate  and 
maintain  a  nuisarce  than  an  individual  has  ;  lhat 
seem=  io  be  a  piaiu  case  cf  equity.  The  cotrrnit- 
tee  were  not  influenced  by  the  arguments  of  the 
petitioners  in  this  matter,  and  tbey  propose  this 
measure  solely  on  sanitary  giounds.  Thiee  years 
ago  the  abutters  paid  some  $1200  of  the  expense. 
The  cost  was  then  first  estimated  at  $3600,  but  be- 
fore ii  got  tuiough  it  cost  $8600,  of  which  $2500 
came  from  the  appropriation  tor  sewers,  $2500 
fiom  the  Health  appropriation  and  $1200  was 
paid  by  the  abutteis,  and  the  rernaiider  by  the 
Harbor  Committee.  -  It  is  well  known  that  the 
appropriation  for  tne  Harbor  is  insufficient  for 
such  n  additional  »o  k  as  this,  whieh  if  done  at 
all,  should  be  done  iocn,  for  the  hot  weatcer  is 
upon  us,  and  the  auisa^ce  is  growing  more  dan- 
e.  ous  every  day. 

Aldei man  Power—  This  question  is  one  or  more 
importance  than  may  at  first  seem  to  members  of 
this  Government.  It  can  be  proved  by  experts 
that  '  bs  deposit  fiom  the  emptying  of  the  sewers 
is  very  trifling,  compared  witn  tbe  dirt  that  is 
rushed  up  there  by  tbe  tide  as  it  ri?es  *ud  comes 
m;  and  if  the  city  is  going  to  remove  only 
what  comes  out  of  the  sewers  the  appro- 
priation needed  will  be  very  small ;  but  if  thev  in- 
tend to  dredge  out  all  the  objectionable  matters 
w  bicb  may  be  called  a  nuisance,  the  wnole  flats  in 
the  bay  will  have  to  be  dredged,  for  the  same  rea- 
son can  be  given  for  dredging  the  flats  as  for 
deepening  tbis  channel.  Tht  re  has  b°en  a  nui- 
sance there,  moreor  less, for  tortyyears,whichna.s 
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increased,  to  my  own  knowleo'gi,  during  that  time 
as  the  population  has  increased.  It  doesn't  seem 
right  tor  the  city  to  spend  thousands  of  dollars  in 
deepening^  hat  channel,  to  the  great  advantage 
o,f  the  abutters,  who  in  former  years  have  acqui- 
esced in  contributor  g  towards  the  cost.  If  they 
are  not  willing  to  contribute  anvthmg  now,  the 
city  should  try  to  enforce  its  rights  and  make 
them  pay  a  portion  of  (he  cost.  I  think  it  is  clear- 
ly the  duty  of  the  H;rbor  Committee,  who  have 
taken  the  initiative  steps  in  this  matter,  to  see  if 
they  cannot  compel  the  abutters  to  pay  a  portion 
of  this  expense. 

The  report  was  referred  to  tho  Committee  on 
Finance. 

bent  down. 

POLICE. 

Alderman  Burrage  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Police,  recommending  that  the  fol- 
lowing executive  nominations  for  police  officers 
he  appioved  and  co  firmed:  Frank  H.  Carey,  Or- 
lando C.  Riley,  Edmund  W.  Slack,  George  W. 
Witbam,  Charies  D.  Hembaw,  Morrill  G.  Curtis, 
Lowell  M.  Stevenson,  Albeit  N.  Bates,  Albert  M. 
Hals,  Joseph  M.  Rock,  Joseph  H.  Rankin,  Daniel 
W.  Caiey,  John  Walsh,  Jacob  G.  Ruby,  Charles 
H.  KelLy.  Report  accepted  and  nominations  con- 
firmed. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  reports  and  or- 
ders from  the  Committee  on  Licenses  as  follow?  : 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  Frank  Ellis  for  a  hack  staDd  ac  44 
State  street.    Accepted. 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted— Howss  &  Cush- 
ing,  to  exhibit  a  circus  companv  on  Coliseum 
grounds  and  at  Brighton  in  July;  C.  fl.  Daigneau, 
to  exhibit  museum  of  curiosities  in  Cb;i/lesto>vii 
(renev/al).    Seve/ally  accepted. 

O-dereo,  That  hack  licenses  numbered  from  1  to 
756  inclusive,  except  numbers  51,  99,  231,  233,  338, 
623,  644,  714,  715  and  747,  be  issued  for  one  year 
from  July  1, 18-75. 

Read  twice  ;nd  passed. 

Report  recommending  the  renewal  of  certain 
hack  licenses  for  one  year.  Accepted. 
■  Orderad,  That  the  Committ°e  on  Licenses  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  revoking  the  licenses  to 
innhoideis  and  victuallers  which  wers  issued  by 
this  Board  m  March  and  April  last,  prior  to  the 
passage  of  the  prese  -it  license  law. 

Passed. 

ADDITIONAL    SCHOOL    ACCOMMODATIONS. 

Alderman  Prescott  submitted  re ooits  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  on  sundry 
requests  of  the  School  Committee,  recommending 
the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  ta  provide  suitable  accommo- 
dations in  thv.  Mi.iot  School  District  for  the  pupil" 
now  occupying  the  vestry  of  the  Church  of  the 
Unity;  the  expense  to  bs  charged  to  the  appropri- 
ation for  Schoolhouses,  Public  Buildings. 

Read  twice  ar.d  passed. 

Ordered,  Tuat  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  piovide  additional  accom- 
modations for  the  Harvard  Grammar  School, 
Brighton  Dtstrict;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Schoolhouses,  Public  Build- 
ings. 

Read  twice  aad  passed. 

Severally  sent  down. 

PERMITS     FOB  STABLES. 

Alderman  Wotthiugton  submitted  reports  from 
the  Comrrittee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board, 
recommending  the  granting  on  the  usual  condi- 
tions of  the  following  petitions  for  leave  to  occu- 
py stables : 

Stephen  J.  Moulton,  new  wooden  stable,  two 
horses,  Highland  avenue,  Ward  16;  Michael  Ca- 
rey, new  wooden  stable,  one  norse,  Canterbury 
street;  E.  R.  Wilson,  old  wooden  and  brick,  for 
six  additional  horses,  698  Sixth  street,  Ward  12. 
Severally  accepted. 

THANKS  TO  FOURTH  OF  JULY  ORATOR. 

Alderman  Wo  rthington  off  erect  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  thanks  of  the  City  Council  be 
presented  to  Rev.  James  Freeman  Clarke  for  trie 
very  interesting  and  instructive  oration  delrvered 
Dy  aim  before  the  municipal  authorities  on  the 
occasion  of  the  observance  of  the  ninety-ninth 
anniversary  of  the  Declaration  of  American  Inde- 
pendence; and  that  he  be  requested  to  furnish  a 
copy  tnereof  for  publication. 
Read  twice  and  parsed.    Sent  down. 


ARMORIES. 

Alderman  WorthiDgton  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Joint  CooamiTtee  on  Armories: 

Ordered,  That  the  Cornmi<tee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  hire,  for  a  term  of  three  years  from 
the  first  day  of  July,  1875,  an  additional  100m  in 
the  building  at  the  corner  of"  Harvard  and  Wash- 
ington streets,  the  same  to  be  u&eo  for  armory 
purposes;  the  expense,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of 
$600  psr  annum,  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Armories. 

Read  twice  and  pas'ed—  yeas  11,  nayg  0. 

Ordered,  That  ihe  allowance  for  rent  of  armory 
occupied  oy  Companv  E,  Ninth  Reziment  of  lu- 
fantrv,  M.  V.  M.,  at  No.  122  Eliot  street,  be  discon- 
tinued fiom  and  after  the  15th  day  of  July,  A.  D, 
1875. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  allowance  for  rrnt  or  armory 
occupied  by  Company  D,  Niath  Regiment  of  In- 
fantry, M.  V.  M..  at  Mo.  122  Eliot  street,  be  discon- 
tinued irom  and  after  the  15th  day  of  July,  A.  D. 
1875. 

Read  twics  and  passed. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Harris,  from  the  Coooinirtse  or 
Sewers,  su omitted  report j  with  orders  of  notice 
for  hea-ings  on  Monday  next  on  expediency  of 
constr.ictug  sewers  in  Hancock  street,  betveea 
Dudley  and  Columbia  streets;  i3  Everett  avenue, 
Dorcaester;  in  Walnut  avenue,  betweea  Cobeien 
street  and  Egleston  Square;  Townsend  street, 
between  Codmau  park  aud  Washington  street'. 
Orders  severally  passed. 

ORDERS  TO  PAY  FOR    LAND    DAMAGES. 

Aldet man  Harris  submitted  orders  to  pay  tor- 
land  damages,  Irom  th-  Committee  on  Streets  on 
the  part,  of  the  Board,  as  follows:  Heiis  of  Daniel 
Lowd,  $732.70.  widening  Magazine  street;  Nathan- 
iel Phillips,  $505.40,  widening  of  Bowaoiu  street; 
Francis  M.  Gleason,  $368.60,  widening  of  Bowdoin 
street;  B.  F.Griggs,  $604.50,  widening  of  Shaw- 
mut  avenue;  Mary  Bo wone,  $12,370,  widening  of 
Beach  street.    Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

THE  BACK  BAY  IMPROVEMENT. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following: 

The  Joint  Standing  Com«nttee  on  Streets,  to 
whom  was  refeired  the  petition  of  the  Boston 
Water  Power  Company  that  the  city  would  accept 
and  pay  for  the  streets  constructed  by  them  on 
the  Hack  Bay,  having  considered  the  subject, 
would  respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order. 

Whereas,  The  Citv  Council,  by  an  order  nacsed 
the  27th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1871,  agreed  to 
pay  Norman  C.  Munson  the  sum  of  three  hundred 
fhousaud  dollars  in  case  he  would  construct,  or 
cause  to  be  constructed,  within  two  years,  aad 
graded  to  an  elevation  of  not  less  than  ftifjhteen 
feet  a.  ,ove  mean,  low  water,  the  following  aveuues 
atd  streets,  namely,  Commonwealth  avenue  two 
but  died  feet  wide,  f  torn  its  termination  at.  that 
time  to  its  junction  with  the  proposed  extension 
of  West  Chester  Park-street;  Huntington  avenue 
one  hundred  feet  wide,  frotc  Boylston  street  to 
Camden  -treet;  and  West  Chester  Park-stre°t 
from  the  Boston  &  Provioence  Railroad  to  Beacon 
street,  according  to  a  plan  of  "1,-nds  on  the  Back 
Bay,"  numbered  one,  made,  under  the  direction  of 
Jonathan  Preston  and  others,  commissioners, 
dated  Dec.  6, 18G4;  and  would  convey,  or  cau-e  to 
be  coaveyed.  said  avenues  aud  street  to  the  City 
of  Boston ;  and  would  release,  or  procure  to  be 
released,  to  tne  city  all  claims  by  all  persons  af- 
fected thereby,  for  damages  on  account  of  the 
grading  of  said  avenut-s  and  street,  and  would 
also  do  certain  other  things  named  in  the  said 
order;  and 

Wheieas,  The  said  Norman  C.  Munson  accepted 
said  proposition  of  the  City  Council,  and  executed 
the  proper  papers  obligating  himself  to  carry  the 
same,  or  cause  the  same  to  be  carried,  into  effect; 
and 

Whereas,  The  said  Norman  C.  Munson  has  as- 
signed to  the  Boston  Water  Power  Company  all 
his  right  to  receive  payment  under  the  said  con- 
tract with  the  city  of  Boston :  now.  therefore,  it  is 
o ere by 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  of 
the  City  Council  on  Laying  Out  and  Widening 
Streets  be  and  they  are  hereby 'authorized  to  pay 
to  the  Boston  Water  Power  Company  the  sum  of 
two  hundred  and  eighty  four  thousand  six  hun- 
dred and  sixty  fourj|90-100  dollars  whenever  the 
said  company  conveys,  or  causes  to  be  conveyed, 
to  the  city,  in   a  form    satisfactory   to   the   City 


397 


BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN 


Solicitd' .  tbe  fee  of  the  territory  underlyii  g  Com- 
mon we?lrh  avenue  two  hundred  feet  wide,  from 
Kxecer  street  toParkei  streei ;  Huntington  avenue 
oue  huncred  feet  wide,  from  Boylston  street  to 
Camden  street,  and  West  Chester  Park-street 
fi'uin  (he  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad  ro  Beacon 
street,  according  to  a  plan  of  lands  on  *he  Back 
Bay,  numbereo  one,  uiale  under  th?  direction  of 
Jonathan  Preston  and  others,  commissioutrs, 
dated  Dec.  6, 1864,  an-)  fills  the  said  street  and 
avenues  to  trie  graft e  required  by  said  contract,  as 
certifi-d  by  the  City  Surveyor,  and  in  all  other  re- 
spects complies  with  uie  requirements  of  the  said 
contract ;  or  s-u  >  committee  may,  if  they  deem  it 
expedn  nt,  sec  pt  said  stre1 1  vnd  avenues  in  tne:r 
present  condition,  or  in  such  oilier  condition  as 
the  sane  may  be  cut  into,  both  is  to  title  and 
graae.  ana  release  the  contractor  from  all  further- 
obligation  under  said  contract;  provided  such  de- 
Guction  shall  be  made  from  the  sum  above  speci- 
fied as  in  tbe  opinion  of  the  committee  will  be  a 
fair  equivalent  for  all  deficiencies  in  the  fulfil- 
ment of  s^aid  contract  on  the  part  of  the  said  Mun- 
son. 

Alderman  Harris  moved  chat  the  leport  and  or- 
der oe  referred  to  the  Committee  ou  Finance. 

Alderman  Power  objected  to  th?  reference,  and 
moved  that  tb.  subject  be  specially  assigned  for 
5  P.  M.  one  week  her.ee. 

Alr.ennan  Woithington—  I  think  it  would  be 
better  io  have  it  referred  to  the  finance  Commit- 
tee, that  we  may  have  the  matter  f'  Uv  before  us; 
and  I  move  that  ihey  be  requested  to  report  in 
pi  int. 

Alderman  Power--I  take  it  that  this  refcrer.ee 
is  to  provide  the  mans,  and  if  that  is  done  it  com- 
uins  this  Board  to  ths  measure.  This  suoject  was 
before  the  Board  last  year,  and  ample  reasons 
were  shown  whv  this  n.onev  should  not  be  pari. 
Members  shoulu  understand  this  contact, 
and  know  whether  it  is  best  to  refer  this 
oiv.ei  to  tbe  committee.  It  is  .  a  question 
whether  the  committ-e  shall  be  impowerea 
to  vary  the  teims  of  the  original  coatract,, 
as  is  proposed  in  that  o.cer.  This  matter  came  i  j 
here  last  vear,  a^d  the  eouipa  y  asked  that  some 
of  the  money  should  be  para  them.  I  think  all 
members  of  Its  t  year's  govern  cue*  t  are  satisfied 
that  the  action  at  that  time  was  for  the,  cest  inter- 
est or  the  city.  It  required  the  company  to. keep 
to  tbe  teims  of  tu  !  contract,  and  I  think  it  rs  for 
the  linerest  of  tbo  city  tu  do  so  now.  I  want  this 
leference  delayed  ons  week,  that  members  may 
understand  the  matter  before  they  authorize 
e,  committee  to  vary  trie  co  tract  or  waive 
tne  lights  which  the  city  now  has.  I  un- 
derstand there  are  many  abutte.s  taeie  who 
will  not  give  i.  leases  of  the  laud.  It  involves  a 
large  amour. t  ot  money,  *nd  eveiy  member  shoulu 
look  into  ic  before  empowering  a  co.  mittee  to 
waive  any  of  the  i  ity  rights.  It  gentlemen  aie 
saiistied,  and  don't  want  any  further  time,  yon 
can  refer  it;  out  I  think  that  should  not  De  done 
until  we  are  fuily  satisfied  that  it  is  proper  for  tne 
nay  i  ent  to  be  made. 

Ablerinan  Worrbiv>gton— I  -*sktd  that  this  may 
be  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee  with  the 
request  that  they  wilt  report  in  print,  that  it  may 
come  befor°  the  City  Coutcii  in  proper  form  for 
action.  It  is  true  tnat  this  matter  was  before  the 
City  Council  last  ye<ir,  and  that  they  asued  the 
advaoce  of  a  certain  aniouut  ot  money,  which  the 
City  Council  wisely  ox  unwisely  refuse  t.  The 
company  has  since  sione  on  as  far  as  it  can  go. 
They  owe  the  city  $100,090  in  taxes,  on  which  they 
are  ppying  twelve  per  cent.,  and  we  are  keeping 
back  $287,000  of  theri  money.  We  are  treating  them 
in  a  most  cruel  manner  for  a  rich  city  to  treat  a  poor 
corpoiation  like  this,  that  needs  the  money.  They 
nave  paid  a  larger  percentage  than  gentlemsa  of 
this  Boaid  are  required  tapav,  but  tney  have  ful- 
filled the  contract  as  far  as  they  have  been  able. 
In  cases  where  the  streets  are  not  up  to  grade 
they  sav, ''Take  as  'iuch  as  you  will  to  make  the 
city  secure;  but  we  need  that  money,  for  we  are 
now  paying-  jou  twelve  percent,  interest.  This 
money  is  due  us;  we  need  it  and  we  ought  to  have 
it."  Now  is  it  just  for  us  to  stand  here  and  say, 
"Becaase  you  have  not  come  up  to  the  stiict  letter 
of  the  co  tract,  you  shall  cot  have  one  cent," — 
because  of  certain  things  thatthev  could  not  do; 
because  the  city  has  not  done  certarn  things  it 
agreed  to  do.  lhe  city  has  been  backward  in 
certain  things;  ve  have  not  bu.lt  th>;  bridges. 
We  have  put  our  City  Eugif  eer  upon  the  ground, 
and  he  says  that  so  much  a  square  will  grade  that, 
and  the  bridges  will  cost  -o  much;  ana  the  Water 
Power  Companj  -ay,  "Tak  <  if ;  take  off  what  you 


will,  but  help  u,s  out  of  this  trouble  and 
distress."  Is  it  fair  for  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton to  stand  here  and  say,  "We  kno7/ 
yon  are  poor  and  that  you  owe  us  near- 
ly $100,000  for  taxes  and  are  paying  as  12  per 
cent,  interest  on  ii ;  we  have,  our  money  in  the 
treasuiv;  we  know  we  have  you  and  we  will  bold 
you  to  ihe  strict  letter  of  the  contract"?  Is  that 
the  way  for  the  city  of  Boston  to  deal?  It  is  true 
tuat  some  of  the  work  has  not  beeu  completed; 
but  this  order  requires  thar.  the  written  guaran- 
tees shg  II  be  made  satisfactory  -o  the  City  Solic- 
itor. John  P.  H  sjy  has  protected  tbe  city  for 
t  ventv  veart,  and  aro  we  goina:  to  nop  now  and 
not  trust  any  linger  to  bis  legal  decision?  Has 
n't  he  always  protected  the  city?  He  can- 
not be  started  one  hail's  breadth  from 
«hat  he  knows  to  be  right.  This  order  aoes 
not  contemplate  having  anything  done  un- 
til he  knows  it  is  right.  The  Water  Po-'sr  Com- 
pany say,  "Take  more  t.an  is  right;  but  do  give 
us  some  money."  All  vie  ask  row  is  that  this 
may  be  refeireri  to  the  Finance  Committee  and 
that  they  rt  po  t  in  punt.  The  c<  mpa  ny  ask  to  be 
leJievBM  frum  naying  twelve  per  cemt.  interest  oa 
the  taxes  thev  owe  the  city,  and  we  ought  to  te- 
lieve  them,  when  we  ba've  $287,000  of  there-  money 
in  ou, ■  hands.  They  have  spent  v. early  $700,000  to. 
complete  this  contract;  they  have  carried  it  out 
in  aooa  faith  just  as  far  as  they  can  go  at  this 
time,  and  they  cannot  go  any  farther.  It  has  be&n 
a  most  unfortunate  bargaii.  for  the  Water  Power 
Company.  Gene -al  Whitney  sayi  it  has  cost 
them  over  a  million  dollars.'  Thev  have 
given  tli.  city  twenty-three  acres  of  land  on 
the  Back  Bay  for  streets,  and  if  we  had 
goneanvwhete  else  we  should  have  had  to  pay 
from  fifty  cents  to  $1  a  foot  ior  it.  Nay,  more,  for 
William  Gray  owned  a  piece  of  flats  under  water, 
and  when  they  came  to  cross  it  they  aske  i  if  he 
would  give  his  land,  because  it  would  bring  him 
on  a  wide  avenue;  and  be  said,  "No,  sirs, 
I  want  to  leave  that  to  my  grandchildren." 
Toe  Water  Power  Company  say  thry  have  bor- 
rowed money  a.*  long  as  they  can,  and  they  cannot, 
go  any  further  until  they  obtain  this  m>ney.  I 
think  they  have  a  talc  case. 

Alderman  Power— One  would  infer  from  the 
remark?  of  the  gentleman  chat  the  Boston  Water 
Power  Company  was  composed  of  the  ^nost  inno- 
cent, unsophisticated  lot  of  gentlemen  that  ever 
attempted  to  do  business  in  the  city  of  Boston, 
ar d  thai  the  city  was  inflicting  a  great  wrong 
upon  that  corporation  by  taking  undue  advan- 
tage ot  their  innocence.  This  ques.ion  was  all 
gone  over  last  year  when  they  Sisked  for  $200,000. 
The  ciry  has  never  violated  that  contract,  ana 
never  refused  to  stand  by  what  it  agreed  to  do; 
while  toe  company  have  i  ot  cone  what  thev 
bound  themselves  to  peifotm.  Talk  about  giving 
land  fi;i  streets — «  pat  tvould  theii  land  be  worth 
unless  the  stre*  ts  were  laid  out?  Land 
speculators  are  doing  the  same  thing  ey- 
ery  day,  and  this  comta'y  could  have 
had  their  money  from  the  city  if  they  had: 
fulfilled  the  contract.  The  evidence  of  the  gen- 
tleman, that  this  company  is  io  straitened  cir- 
cumstances, and  unable  to  fulfil;  tbe.asieement,  is 
tbe  best  iea:on  in  tbe  world  whv  thr  Board  should 
adhere  all  the  more  strenuously  to  the  contract, 
ana  not  open  a  single  door  tor  thsm  to  get  any 
advantage  of  the  city  of  Boston.  That  is  what  we 
are  here  for.  It  a  poor  woman  falls  upon  the 
side  walk  and  breaks  her  leer  you  don't  give  her  a 
cent  for  sympathy;  Jae.  Healy  says  she  has  no 
legal  claim,  and  you  give  her  leave  to  withdraw, 
without  regard  to  her  conditiojo.  This  is  no 
case  for  sympathy,  and  you  Fhould  boll 
th  m  to  the  fulfilment  of  th-^  contract. 
Th.  t  is  oir  duty  here.  We  can  give  away 
our  o*n  money  for  sympathy;  but  we  have 
no  right  to  give  away  the  taxpayers'  money 
for  sympathy.  It  this  matter  is  specially  assigned 
tor  next  Monday,  and  it  is  shown  that  the  case 
assumes  an  asp  ct  different  from  that  in  which  it 
came  here  before,  I  will  be  read v  to  vote  for  the 
order;  but  as  it  has  been  stated  by  the  Alderman, 
it  does  -ot  se^tn  to  be  diffeienc  from  tbe  proposi- 
tion they  made  last  year  when  they  wanted 
$200,000.  We  have  tbrt  contract,  and  they  should 
stand  by  it.  We  are  safe  as  we  are  now, 
and  we  should  not  vary  from  the  agree, 
ment.  I  don't  unde, stand  that  this  case 
is  much  different  from  what  it  was  last 
year.  I  understand  that  these  releases  have  not. 
been  obtain-  d  from  the  abutti  .g  landholders ;  and 
we  know  tbe  company  can  orive  better  bargains 
with  the  abutters  th:.n  the  city  can.    Of  course, 
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when  the  company  do  wliat  they  contracted,  for 
they  can  get  their  money ;  and  the  fact  that  they 
have  no  money  is  no  reason  why  we  should  jeop- 
ardize tbe  interest  of  the  city  by  advancing  thttn 
money  before  tie  work  is  done. 

Alderman  Quincy — It  seems  to  me  that  the  Al- 
dermen who  did  not  belong  to  the  government 
last  year  have  the  right  to  ask  that  tbis  may 
be  postponed  for  one  week,  that  we  may  obtain 
information.  I  see  that  the  order  is  in  the  form 
of  an  alternative  proposition,  and  I  confess  I 
watt  mor-  time  to  understand  it. 

Alderman  Power  in  the  chair. 

Alierman  Buirage — I  hope  the  order  will  he 
printed  and  assigned,  that  members  may  have 
lime  to  see  it. 

Alderman  Clark— As  I  have  tin  honor  to  be 
chaiiman  of  the  Committee  on  Streets,  perhaps  a 
word  of  explanation  is  due  from  me.  I  am  glad 
the  subject  has  been  laid:  over,  for  the  meaibeis 
of  the  Boarrt  should  look  into  it  thoroughly;  be- 
cause if  the  <itder  is  passed  it  puts  great  pow- 
er and  responsibility  inro  tbe  h  nds  of  tbe 
committee.  The  reason  it  is  asked  tor  is 
that  this  power  must  b?put  i"to  the  hands  of 
somebody.  There  aie  minor  details  n  the  settle- 
ment of  this  case  which  it  will  be  impossible  to 
carry  out  according  to  the  scrict  letter  of  the  con- 
tract. Thete  may  be  a  a.  interest  m  a  few  feet  of 
land  owned  bj  a  minor  child  whose  signature  it 
will  be  impossible  to  get;  there  may  be 
a  lady  travelling  in  Europe  today,  "  who 
owns  an  interest  in  a  small  piece  of  land  un- 
derlying Commonwealth  avenue,  a  release  for 
which  cannot  be  obtaited.  The  land  is  of  no 
earthly  use  to  the  party,  acd  has  only  a  rever- 
sionary value  iu  case  the  avenue  should  be  dis- 
continued. Many  of  tae«e  minor  details  must 
necessanly  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  some  com- 
mittee and  the  City  Solicitor.  In  regard  to  tbe 
rights  of  abutters,  many  releases  have  been 
signed,  and  they  are  retained  by  the  City  Solicitor 
or  Mi.  Bugbi-e,  the  Clerk  ot  Committees;  and  it  is 
intended  that  every  release  «f  every  name  and  na- 
ture shall  be  obtained  v.  here  it  is  possible  to  do  so. 
There  is  one  piece  of  territory  underlying  Common- 
wealth avenue,  the  fee  of  "which  Beafce  &  Drew 
claim  to  own.  Up  to  ihe  present  time  the  com- 
pany have  not  been  able  to  arrange  for  the  abso- 
lute conveyance  of  that  fee  to  the  city.  The  com- 
pany claim,  however,  that  the  rights  of  Bearce  & 
Drew  are  only  reversion aiy,  and  that  in  ease  the 
street  is  ever  discontinued  the  land  woulo  revert 
to  '■hem.  Negotiations  ate  pending  which  possi- 
bly will  result  in  the  absolute  conveyance  by  the 
company  of  this  fee  to  the  city  according 
to  the  terms  of  the  contract.  It  is  tiue, 
Mr.  Chaiiman,  that  the  compa  y  did  come 
here  last  year  and  ask  the  city  to  make 
them  an  advance  on  account  of  filling  that  terri- 
tory, and  the  Board  of  Aldermen  refused  it,  al- 
though it  would  have  been  a  perfectly  sate  opera- 
tion for  the  city.  The  comnany  ha/ye  not  com- 
pleted the  filling  of  these  streets  within  the  time 
specified  in  the  contract;  but  the  city  is  all  the 
richer  for  tne  delay.  The  benefits  derived  from 
the  delay  will  amount  to  more  than  $150,000,  he- 
cause  the  contract  compels  the  cicy  to  put  the 
streets  in  order  and  build  '  the  bridges  im- 
mediately after*  the  streets,  are  completed.- 
Every  member  knons  that  those  bridges 
can  be  built  thirty  per  cect.  cbeapsr  than  they 
could  twoyesis  ago,  and  certainly  twenty-five  per 
cent,  less  than  they  could  a  year  ago.  The  propo- 
sition now  is  to  pay  for  work  that  has  been  done, 
and  the  only  cle«ire  of  the  committee  is  to  make 
it  perfectly  safe  for  the  city.  The  contract  pro- 
vides that'the  streets  shall  be  built  up  to  grade 
18,  which  means,  according  to  the  opinion  of  the 
City  Solicitor,  that  that  shall  be  the  grade  of  the 
street  when  delivered  to  ttw  city.  If  these 
streets  are  not  up  to  grade  18,  as  called  for  by 
the  contract,  they  propose  to  make  a  reduction, 


and  have  the  cost  of  raising  the  land  to  grade  18 
deducted  fiom  the  amount  due  them  rather  than 
go  on  and  fill  it  thems-lves.  A  very  careful  sur- 
vey of  the  territory  has  been  m;ide  bv  the  Citv 
Surveyor,  Mr.  Davis,  in  connection  with  Mr.  Whit- 
ney, tbe  t-ngrneer  of  the  company.  The  estimates 
are  that  there  are  about  3000  squares  to  be  filled; 
estimating  tbe  cost  of  which  at  $7.50  a  square,  the 
amount  will  be  about  $22,000,  or  less  that  $25,000. 
This  matter  must  be  placed  in  tbe  hands  of  some 
committee,  and  it  is  perfectly  right  that  it 
should  be  put  in  the  proceps  of  settlement. 
The  Committee  on  Streets  do  not  propose 
to  make  any  rettlement  uMess  they  can 
nave  the  indorse joent  of  the  City  Solicitor, 
and  unless  every  reduction  of  every  name 
and  ratureis  made  >*hich  shall  be  equivalent  to 
tbe  fulfilmei^  of  the  letcer  of  that  contract.  The 
only  object  of  mm-yina-  tbe  matter  now  is,  that  it 
requires  concunent  action,  and  the  City  Govern- 
ment will  adjourn  for  the  s  ;mmer  in  a 
snort  time.  It  is  of  much  importance  to 
the  city  that  these  bridges  should  oe  built  at 
the  present  tune,  when  labor  and  materials  are 
low,  and  when  a  great  savins:  can  be  ma:le  in  the 
cost.FI  make  this  explanation  because  I  had  some- 
thing to  do  wuh  an  attempt,  made  last 
fall,  to  get  a  small  advance  to  the  com- 
pany on  account.  I  hope  that  every  mem- 
ber of  tbe  Bo a^rd  will  investigate  it  thor- 
oughly during  the  coming  week,  and  that 
they  will  be  prepared  to  act.  Mr.  DEivis,  the  City 
Surveyor,  can  si»te  exacr'y  now  much  filling  it 
^ill  take  to  raise  this  territory  up  to  grade  18.  Ir 
is  undoubtedly  true  that  the  original  agreement 
has  been  of  benefit  to  th;  "Water  Power  Company. 
Ic  was  a  mutual  agreement  eotered  into  between 
tbe  city  and  tbe  company,  and  I  have  been 
inclined  to  thinfe  tilt  the  city  has  hao  the  best 
end  of  the  bargain.  The  company  have  filled  a 
large  aiea  of  land,  which  was  a  nuisance,  and  the 
territory  has  be  in  raided  from  six  cents  to  $1.25 
and  $2.50  afoot  for  ourposes  of  taxation — a  large 
amount  of  which  has  been  realized  since  this  con- 
tract was  made,  and  up  to  the  present  time 
it  has  n't  cost  the  city  a  penny.  I  do  not 
look  upon  the  company  as  coming  here  and  beg- 
gir.g  for  money;  tbey  are  willing  that  reasonable 
reductions  should  be  made,  and  will  give  legs! 
guarantees  to  the  city.  This  matter  must  be  nut 
into  the  hands  of  someday  in  order  to  effect  a 
settlement;  and  I  hope  that  m  =  mbers  will  be  pre- 
pared to  act  upon  ir  at  the  next  meeting. 

The  order  was  ordered  to  be  printed  and  spe- 
cially assigned  for  next  Monday  at  5%  o'clock 
P.M. 

Alderman  Clark  in  the  chair. 

SUFFOLK-STREET  DISTRICT  CLAIMS. 

Alderman  Stebbius  submitted  areport  from  the 
Joint  Special  Committee  on  Northampton-street 
District,  to  whom  were  recommitted, with  instruc- 
tions, the  reports  and  order  relative  to  Phineas  E. 
Gay's  claims  for  s^i vice;'  m  raising  the  giaot  of 
Suffolk-street  Distuct,  with  the  following: 

Ordered,  Thattn°  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  is  hereby  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  re- 
served fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Suffolk- 
street  District  the  sum  of  $28,500. 

Read  twice  and  passed — i  eas  12,  nays  0. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Northamp- 
ton-street District  be  and  they  are  hereby  author- 
ized to  allow  and  pay  to  Phineas  E.  Gay  the  sum 
of  $18,050.46  in  full  settlement  of  his  claims 
against  the  city  of  Boston  on  account  of  work 
performed  under  a  contract  between  the  said  city 
of  Boston  and  Willard  Manuel  and  Edward 
Haynes,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  Suffolk-street  District. 

R°ad  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

On  motion  of  Alderrmn  Quincy  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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Regular  weekly  meeting  at  7%  P.M.,  Halsey  J. 
Boat  drnan  in  the  chair.  ■ 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Quarterly  reports  of  Paymaster  of  State  Aid 
and  Inspector  of  Lighters,  pliced  on  file. 

Petitions  of  Boston  Daily  News,  Boston  Post 
and  Compaay  D,  Ninth  Raiment,  severally  le- 
fened. 

Order  of  thanks  to  Rev.  James  F.  Clarke,  for 
oration  on  July  5,  and  requesting  a  copy  fr>i  ptibK- 
dtion.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  suitable  accommodations 
to  b*  provided  in  Minor  School  District,  for  pupits 
now  occupying  tbe  vestry  of  tbe  Churcli  of  th3 
Unity.    Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Report  and  order  for  addition  al  accommoda- 
tions to  be  provided  for  tbs  Harvai  d  Grammar 
School.    Ordered  to  a  second  reaitng. 

Order  to  hire  tor  tbree  years,  for  armory  pur- 
poses, an  additional  iool  in  building  coiner  of 
Harvard  and  Washington  streets.  Oidered  to  a 
second  reading. 

R^pott  and  oiders  for  a  transfe- frorc  t'ie  Re- 
served Fund  tu  the  appropriation  for  Suffolk- 
street  District  of  $2830;  and  to  allow  and  pay  to 
Pinneas  E.  Gay  $18,050.40  in  full  settlement  for 
work,  under  a  contract  between  coe  city  and  Wil- 
lard  Manuel  and  Edward  Haynes. 

Mr.  Traiu  of  "Ward  13—1  move  that  the  order  be 
indefinitely  postoonen.  Tlie  Committee  on  North- 
ampton-street District,  to  whom  was  referred  this 
matte'  of  the  Suffolk-stieet  Distiict,  voted  to  pay 
Mr.  G-ay  $23,000,  as  acomp  ocoise.  This  the  Board 
of  Aluertnen  declined  to  agree  to,  and  Mr.  Gay 
declines  to  accept  atyhing  less  than  the  amount, 
voter)  by  tne  com  rrittpe,  and  propo.-e3  to  test  tha 
matter  in  the  courts;  so  it  makes  no  difference 
whether  we  concur  or  iadeficitety  postpone.  By 
indefinite  postponement  of  the  order,  the  matte? 
will  be  in  shape  for  Mr.  Gay  to  go  ahead  in  tbe 
courts.  Tins  is  done  by  cousent  of  the  committee 
at  ;i  meeting  this  afternoon. 

The  orders  were  ic  definitely  postponed. 

Mayor's  message  ronoiudtingParls  Commission- 
ers, viz.,  T.  Jeffeisoa  Coolidge,  for  four  year-; 
William  Gray.  Jr.,  for  thies  years;  Charges  H. 
Daltou,  for  two  years. 

Mr.  Flynti  or  W.  id  7— Those  tames  are  noS  veiy 
familiar  to  tLost  of  the  members  present,  and  I 
move  that  the  subject  lie  upon  the  table  for  on -i 
week. 

Mr.  Pea'aody  of  Wa  d  9 — I  see  no  occ^sionyfor 
laying  it  upon  the  tahle.  When  we  have  business 
laid  out  before  us  in  such  a  form  that  it  is  olain 
to  all  of  us  whether  "we  should  act  for  or  against 
a  measure,  it  is  a  good  plan  to  finish  it  up  o.nd  get 
lid  of  it.  We  have  ar_cti  business  riling  in  upoj 
us  because  or  unnecessary  postponements.  These 
commisiioners  have  agreed  to  serve  without  any 
compensation,  which  is  a  very  important  point  in 
itself.  I  am  ready  to  vote,  ant  I  unpe  tae  sense  of 
the  Coi-nciL  will  be  taken  tonight. 

Mi.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  called  for  tbe  yeas  aad 
nays  on  tbe  question  of  laying  on  the  table.    Lost. 

The  communication  was  laiopn  the  table— 32  for, 
17  against. 

Certificate  of  the  election  of  Thomas  Sherwin 
as  City  Collector,  in  place  of  James  W.  Ricker. 

Tbe  Council  proceeded  to  ballot.  Messrs.  Pe.ge 
of  Ward  9.  Goldthwait  of  Ward  11  and  Doling  of 
Ward  16  wet  e  appointea  a  committee  to  collect 
and  count  votes.    They  repoiteC. — 

Whole  number  of  votes 58 

Necessary  for  a  choice 30 

Thomas  Sherwin S2 

James  W.  Ricker 26 

and  Mr.  Sterwin  was  declated  eteettd  in  concur- 
rence. 

A  teportand  older  authorizing  a  contract  for 
dredgirg  Ro"sbury  Canal  a  portion  of  Charesl 
River,  at  r  ot  exceeding  $10/100,  came  down  to  b«i 
lef erred  to  tbe  Coo.  mitt- e  on  Finance.  Con- 
curred. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Ordinance  in  addition  to  an  ordinance  in  rela- 
tion to  streets,  providing  for  the  care  of  sidewalks 
in  front  of  tenement  houses.    Passed.    Sent  up. 

Order  to  procure  proposals  for  the  erection  of  a 
curb  an:i  iron  fence  on  the  westerly  line  of  Tre- 
mont  street,  between  Park  ana  Boylston  streets, 


substantially  in    accordance   with    the    plan  of 
George  R.  Meacham.    Passed.    Sent  up. 

RECORD  COMMISSIONERS. 

The  following  was  received  : 

To  the  City  Council:  Gentlemen — In  compli- 
ance with  the  provisions  of  the  ordinance  relating 
to  the  record  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths, 
passed  July  6, 1875, 1  hereby  appoint,  subject  to 
your  appioval  and  confirmation,  William  H.  Whit- 
more  and  William  S.  Appleton  to  be  Reco:d  Com- 
missioneic  for  five  years  from  the  first  Monday  in. 
May  of  the  present  year. 

Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor. 

The  nominations  were  confirmed.    Sent  up. 

PETITION  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20— Petition  of  J.  W. 
Kimball,  for  leave  to  e>ect  a  wooden  building  at 
91  Paris  street,  East  Boston.  .Reieired  to  Joint 
Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 
Sent  up. 

PURIFICATION  OF  MYSTIC  BASIN. 

Mr.  Sweetserof  Ward  10,  fio  u  the  Committee 
on  Water,  to  i- hom  was  refetred  the  lecoit  of 
Mystic  Water  Board  on  storage  basins  and  sewer 
in  Mystic  Valley,  submitted  a  report  recommend- 
ing tb*  passage  of  the  following; 

The  Joint  Stanoing  Committee  on  Water,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Mystic 
Water  Board  in  favor  of  constructing  a  storage 
reservoir  in  Mystic  Valley,  and  also  of  construct- 
ing a  sewer  of  sufficient  size  to  divert  ths  impuri- 
ties which  row  discharge  into  Mystic  Pon-i,  nav- 
ing  considered  the  subject,  would,  respectfully 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  accornpanyir  g 
oiders: 

Ord  ?i  ed.  That  chapter  202  o*  the  acts  of  ths  Gen- 
eral Co"rt  of  Massachusetts  for  th?.  year  1875,  en- 
titled "An  act  ta  authorize  the  city  of  Boston  to> 
construct  a  sewer  m  the  Mystic  Valley,"  be  and 
the  same  is  hereb)  accepted. 

Rtrad  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

Ordered,  That  chapter  400  of  tbe  acts  of  the 
Genual  Court  of  Massachusetts  for  the  year  1874, 
entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  citv  of  Boston  to 
obtain  a  further  supply  of  pme  water,  an o  estab- 
lish and  maintain  storage  rase!  voirs  for  tbe  stor- 
age of  watei  in  the  Mystic  Valley,"  be  and  the 
Si.me  is  hereby  accepted. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

Ordered,  That  the  Mystic  Water  Boat  d  be  and 
it  is  hereby  authorized  to  construct  at  an  esti- 
mate ■  expense  of  $205,000,  and  in  accordance  with 
plans  ana  specifications  preparsd  by  the  City  En- 
gineer, amain  sewer,  with  as  many  branches  as 
maybe  deemed  nece«-ary,  in  the  Mystic  Vail  ay, 
and  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  ponds  and  ttreams 
which  discharge  into  Mystic  Pond,  commencing 
in  the  town  of  Woduita,  running  in  a  southeast- 
erly direction  through  the  town  of  Winjhester 
into  the  town  of  Medtord,  and  emptying  into 
tbe  lower  Mystic  Pond  at  som  *  convenient  point 
near  tbe  upper  end  thereof,  and  to  purchase  any 
lands,  real  estate  or  water  rigbtsnfccess;.ry  for  the 
proper  performance  of  tne  work  herein  author- 
ized ;  a'idmcaseit  :-nall  be  found  necessary  to 
take  otherwise  tf. an  &y  purcnases  any  lands,  real 
estate  or  water  rights  tor  a^y  of  the  pui poses 
named  in  section  2,  chapter  202,  of  tbe  acts  of  tne 
yeat  1875,  sai  ■  board  is  instructed  to  prepare  the 
necessary  descriptions  and  orders  for  said  taking 
aad  subnit  the  same  to  tlie  City  Council. 

Ordered  to  a  second  readii  g. 

Mr.  Devereu\  of  Ward  22  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rule  that  tbe  last  ordei  might  pass. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  13  objected,  as  a  large 
amount  of  money  was  involved,  and  hoped  mem- 
hers  would  have  time  to  look  into  it;. 

Mr.Devereuxsaid  the  Mystic  Water  Boaid  have 
gone  icto  the  matter  thoroughly,  and  he  was 
satisfied  to  take  their  opinion,  as  they  understand 
the  subject. 

Mr.  S*eet  er  of  Ward  10  said  the  Water  Com- 
mittee intended  to  go  over  the  locality  next  week 
in  order  to  be  better  acquainted  with  tbe  necessi- 
ties of  the  case.  He  hoped  the  ruie  wouJd  be  an- 
hered  to. 

Mr.  Deve  eux  withdrew  the  motion  and  the  or- 
ders went  ovei. 

WIDENING  OF  PEARL  STREET. 

Mr.  Flvnn  of  Ward  7  submitted  a  report  from: 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets  recommending 
that  the  resolve  and  ord Qr  from  the  Street  Com- 
missioners to  widen  Pearl  stieec, at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $31,613,  ougnt  to  be  passed,  tbe  expense  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropiiation  f or  Daying  Out 
and  WideniQg  Streets. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  resolve  and 
order  weie  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 
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QUINCY  SCHOOLHOUSE  YARD, 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Buildings: 

Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  be  authorized  to  con- 
vey by  deed  to  Samuel  Marshall,  seventy  feet  of 
land,  more  or  less,  adjoining  tne  Quincy  School- 
house,  together  with  the  fence  thereon,  upon  pay- 
ment for  the  same  at  the  rate  of  $5  per  square 
foot. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

THE  CONFERENCE  ON  THE  WATER  BOARD  QUESTION. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  from  the  Committee  of 
Conference  of  the  Couacil  on  the  matter  of  disa- 
greement betwesn  the  two  branches  oh  the  Water 
Board  question,  submitted  a  report  that  the  com- 
mittee had  met  a  like  committee  from  the  Board 
of  Aldeimen,  and  that  the  two  committees  had 
been  unable  to  agree.  Ths  committee  requested 
to  be  discharged  from  further  consideration  of  the 
matter.    The  report  was  accepted. 

THE  SUMMER  VACATION. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  when  this    Council    adjourns  on 
Thursday  evening  next  it  be  to   meet  on  the  first 
Thmsday  of  September  next  at  T/2  o'clock  P.  M, 

Laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt  of 
Ward  16. 

COMMON  AND  PUBLIC  GROUNDS. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Joint  Committee  oi  Common  and  Pub- 
lic Grounds : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  oa  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  $650  for  constructing  and  repairing 
the  concrete  walks  on  the  Common  anci  public 
grouues,  said  sum  to  be  transferred  for  that  pur- 
pose fro  jo  the  appropriation  for  Labor  on  the  Com- 
mori  and  Public  Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  ths  Committee  oo  Common  and 
Public  Grouues  be  authorized  to  expend,  in  addi 
tion  to  the  appropriation  heretofore  made,  a  sum 
not  exceeding  $ 400  for  sods  on  the  Coinmo.r  and 
public  grounds,  said  sum  to  be  transferred  for 
mat  pur,  ose  from  th"  appropriation  for  labor  on 
the  Common  and  Puolic  Grounds. 

Ordtred,  That  the  Committ  e  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  purchase  rustic 
flower  >tands  for  rh»  Common  and  public  grounds 
at  an  expense  not  exceeding  $228;  said  sum  to  be 
transferred  for  that  purpose  fioni  tte  appropria- 
tion for  Labor  on  the  Common  and  Public 
Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  tbosuniof  $196.56  be  transferred 
from  the  appropriation  for  Labor  on  the  Common 
and  Public  Grounds  to  the  appropriation  for 
Erecting  a  Fountain  in  Independence  square, 
South  Boston,  and  making  the  necessary  connec- 
tions with  the  water  works. 

Referred  to  the  Couimirte°oo  Finance  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Shaw,  who  said  these  were  no  new  ap- 
propiiatious,  the  money  having  already  been  ap- 
propriated. 

Senr  up. 

CITY   REGISTRAR'S    DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  offered  the  f  jilowing: 

Ordered,  That  the  joist  rules  and  orders  of  the. 
City  Council  be  ao&ended  by  adding  to  the  first 
section  thereof  the  words,  "  k.  committee  on  the 
C'tv  Regi  trai's  department,  consisting  of  Two 
Aldeimeu  and  three  members  of  the  Common 
Council. 

Mr.  Kimball  explained  that  the  appointment 
o*  the  committee  was  delayed  by  tr,e  action  of  the 
other  branch  in  substitute q  the  majority  for  the 
minority  report  on  the  subject,  and  as  it  was  de- 
siiaole  to  have  the  committee  appointed  befoie 
the  vacation  he  had  offered  this  order,  without 
waiting  for  the  settlement  of  the  question  of 
changing  the  City  Registrar's  department. 

Mi.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4  seconded  the  order, 
and  thought  such  a  committee  would  ptevent  any 
further  clashing  between  the  two  rlepartni&uts. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up 

THE  ENFORCEMENT  OF  THE  LICENSE  LAW. 

Mr. Page  of  Ward  9 submitted  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  License  Commissioners  be  re- 
quested to  report  to  the  City  Council  a  statement 
of  the  names  and  places  of  business  of  all  peivons 
who  have  applied  to  them  for  licenses,  and  a 
state  mem  of  the  na  rues  and  olaces  of  business  of 
all  persons  to  whom  licenses  have  teen  granted, 
and  the  classes  to  which  the  license?  belong;  and 
hereafter  to  make  a  similar  repoit  to  the  City 
Council  monthly. 
Mr.  Page— I  introduce  that  order  in  consequence 


of  complaints  being  made  to  me  that  different 
places  doing  exactly  the  same  business  are  not 
treated  in  ths  same  manner  by  the  License  Com- 
missioners. The  complaint  is  that  certain  parties 
are  granted  a  license  to  conduct  a  victualling 
business,  and  thst  certain  other  parties  are  re- 
fused a  license,  wfile  tne  business  carried  on  by 
the  two  parties  i>*.  exactly  alike.  It  seems  to  me  that 
it  is  perfectly  proper  that  the  City  Council  and 
the  citizens  of  Bostou  should  know  just  exactly 
which  places  are  licenseo  and  which  are  refused  a 
license.  If  there  are  any  such  cases  as  I  have 
mentioned  it  is  very  proper  that  we  should  all 
know  it. 

The  order  was  read  twice,  and  put  upon  its  pas- 
sage. 

Mr.  Devereux  of  Ward  22 — I  would  like  to  make 
an  amendment  to  the  order  if  the  gentleman  will 
accept  it,  and  that  is  to  require  of  that  board  the 
names  of  all  people  who  have  been  refused  a 
license,  and  the  cause  of  the  refusal  in  each  case. 

Mr.  Page— The  order  covers  that  ground  al- 
ready, by  requesting  the  commissioners  to  report 
how  many  applicants  for  licenses  there  are,  and 
the  names  of  thoss  granted.  Of  course  those  not 
granted  will  have  been  refused. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— It  is  with  some  difficulty 
that  I  heard  the  gentleman's  reasons  for  intro- 
ducing the  order;  but  I  think  I  understand  the 
gist  of  them,  and  I  believe  the  order  is  in  the 
right  direction.  I  have  baa  some  experience  in 
ihis  matter  within  the  pa-t  week,  but  I  had  no 
idea  the  order  was  coming  up  this  evening.  The 
City  Council,  through  its  executive,  is  responsi- 
ble for  the  action  u;j.>n  this  matter,  and  the  peo- 
ple should  know  upon  what  their  action  is  based. 
I  have  had  occasion,  in  behalf  of  some  of  my  coa- 
stituents  who  called  upin  me,  to  ascertain  upon 
what  basis  they  were  refused  licenses.  I  have  had 
the  honor,  in  "my  fe&ble  way,  to  write  a  feeble 
protest  and  hand  it  to  the  Citv  Clerk,  and  rtate 
the  reasocs  why  I  gave  that  protest;  and  those 
were  in  substance  that  the  applicant  lor  a  license 
under  the  law  had  done  all  the  law  required  him 
to  do  when  he  made  the  application,  and  that  if 
the  city  of  Boston  refuses  that  applica- 
tion, the  city  of  Boston  is  liable  to  him — I 
had  almost  said— for  dancages,  and  I  may  say 
damages.  A  respectable  ciiizen  came  to 
me  this  afternoon  and  stated  that  the  com- 
missioners bad  refused  him  a  license  because 
a  po  ice  officer  of  the  city  of  Boston  wrote  to  them 
a  statement  that  the  applicant's  house  was  the  re- 
sort of  thieves  and  blacklegs.  I  told  hiin  in  plain 
Aogio  Saxon  tnat  the  city  of  Boston  was  respon- 
sible to  him  for  damages,  because  an  officer  of  the 
city  of  Boston  had  libelled  him.  his  wife,  his 
family  «nd  his  childrec  I  am  very  glad  some 
gentleman  has  been  bold  enough  to  iutroduce  this 
proposition.  Let  us  consider  where  we  standto- 
aay.  The  Legislature  of  Massachu  ett.;  (you  will 
excuse  me  for  an  off-hand  speech  upon  this  mat- 
ter) has  Dassed  a  law  providing  a  manner  in  which 
the  people  shall  ask  for  licenses  to  sell  liquor. 
An  agent  of  the  Police  Department  is  deputized 
—deputized  by  whom?  by  tne  Mayor  of 
Boston — to  examine  those  places,  and  he 
examines  the  places  where  applicants  desire 
to  sell  ardent  spirits,  intoxicating  liquors, 
or  whatever  they  mav  be;  snrt  that  agent  of 
the  city  of  Boston  reports  to  the  commis- 
sioners and  savs  this  man  is  not  entitled  to  a 
licen-  e.  because  he  keeps  a  house  of  bad  repute. 
The  applicant  goes  back  to  the  commissioners— 
perhaps  this  may  not  be  the  case  to  which  I  refer, 
bu^.  there  are  such  cases — and  he  finds  that  he  is 
refused  a  license;  and  upon  what  grounos?  Up- 
on the  grounds  reported  bv  the  authorized  ageat 
of  the  city  of  Boston,  that  he  keeps  a  house  of 
bad  lepute,  the  resort  of  thieves  and  robbers;  but 
subsequent  examination  proves  that  there  is 
not  a  word  of  truth  in  it,  and  that  an  author- 
ized a?ent  ot  the  city  of  Boston  having  had  a 
prejudice  against  a  certain  individual,  he  is 
bound  to  report  against  him.  And  that  very  gen- 
tleman was  called  into  court  today,  after  having 
done  all  be  can  do  and  haviner  iroue  to  the  consti- 
tuted authorities  to  apply  for  a  license,  having 
tendered  his  money  to  the  City  Trea'Uiier  and 
having  obeyed  the  law  all  he  could,  and  yet  was 
refused  a  licence.  Now,  sir,  this  statement  coming 
from  me,  not  a  lawyer  and  not  supposed  to  be  famil- 
iar with  the  law,  I  may  be  laughed  at;  but  I  v:ut  it 
to  you,  whether  he  has  n't  a  good  case  for  damages 
against  the  citv  of  Boston,  as  a  citizen  of  the 
Commonwealth.  I  am  glad  to  see  this  prop  jsition 
made  here.  Our  Municipal  Court  is  crowded 
with  hundreds  or  I  might  say  thousands  of  men 
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asking  for  their  rights,  and  they  bave  been 
fined  $100  each  in  many  cases,  after  having  done 
that  which  the  law  authorized  them  to  do.  It  is  a 
matter  of  some  importance  to  the  people  of  this 
Commonwealth  if  tbey  are  to  bn  inflicted  in  this 
way.  An  ordei  comes  from  the  head  of  thi;-.  great 
ciiy  of  Boston  that  these  men  aro  compelled 
to'  shut  up  their  places  of  business- 
shut  up  their  places  of  business,  Mi.  Presi- 
dent. Is  there  a  man  withiu  the  sound 
of  my  voice,  today,  who  will  sav  that  even  ihe 
Mayor  of  Boston  has  the  rigot  to  shut  up  places  of 
1  usiness  todav?  I<are  not  for  ths  action  of  thepo 
lice ;  show  me  a  piece  of  law  upo  thj  statute  book 
that  a  man's  place  ot  business  can  be  shut  up  ex- 
cept whereanui  ance  is  charged  and  proven, which 
is  i.ot  oone  in  tlrio  esse.  Thus  is  amatter  of  impoit- 
ance.  It  is  inherent  to  the  people's  rights.  It  I  had 
known  this  marter  was  to  be  introduced  I  would 
have  looked  at  the  Jaw  and  seen  where  we  stand. 
I  only  call  attention  to  ths  matter  in  this 
way  t'>  show  that  the  people  are  crowned.  A  lit- 
tle German  is  taken  into  court  for  selling  lag=r  to 
mete  out  a  beggarl.v  pittance.  He  applies  for  a 
license,  a-d  after  some  delay,  by  reason  of  the 
la.ge  amount  of  business,  he  leams  that  he  is  ie- 
f  used  a  license, and  he  appears  before  the  commis- 
sioners and  asks  for  a  hearing.  W  ly,  there  is  n't 
a  lawyer  at  this  board  but  will  say  he  has  a  r'gbr, 
to  a  bearing,  after  be  is  refused  a  license  before 
those  honorable  men — forthey  are  all  high  minded 
and  honorable  gentlemen,  every  one  of  tbem. 
Hasn't  he  the  right  to  appear  before  them  in  per 
son  or  by  coutsel,  in"  defenre  of  his  private 
rights?  f  don't  say  he  was  refus-d  a  hearing; 
but  I  oo  say  ths  delay  has  cost  him  a  great  deal 
of  expense.  And  there  are  several  Germans  in 
my  district  wbo  do  mt  dare  to  unlock  their  doors 
for  fear  of  being  fined .  Is  that  the  even-handed 
justice  «hich  the  Government  of  Massachusetts 
requires?  I  am  glad  the  order  was  iniroduced.antl 
I  hope  it  will  pass.  I  hope  the  matter 
will  be  subject  to  a  severe  investigation—  no;  teat 
I  have  a  word  to  say  against  the  hono  able  com- 
missioaers,  but  there  is  a  mistake  somewhere. 
Man  are  told  that  after  the  first  day  of  July  they 
have  no  ri^ht  to  do  business  under  the  laws, 
while  the  laws  require  that  the  commissioners 
shall  giant  licenses  to  these  people,  ana  that  they 
snail  not  be  restricted  in  their  liberty  to  do  busi- 
ness, except  m  default. 

Mr.  Devejeux  of  Ward  22—1  did  n't  exactly  un- 
derstand the  gentleman's  language  wh<-n  he  of- 
sered  the  order;  but  that  this  wnole  thing  is  a 
fraud  is  patent  to  every  man  here  and  to  every 
intelligent  citizen  of  Bostoa  ;  and  to  say  further, 
that  there  is  great  cause  f oi  grievance  is  equally 
true.  To  my  knowledge  a  jireat  many  citizens — I 
hardly  believe  it  is  favoritism,  for,  a»  the  gen- 
tleman said,  the  commissioners  are  all  honorable 
men,  for  I  have  known  them  for  many  years — 
made  complaints,  and  there  is  some  favoritism 
somewhere.  It  is  a  v. rocg  that  ought  to  be 
righted.  I  have  a  ca.e  in  miiid  in  which  a  gentle- 
man at  the  North  End,  who  has  done  busi- 
ness there  from  my  earliest  boyhood,  was  -e- 
fused  a  license  and  no  reason  assigned.  I  can 
give  his  name;  it  is  Charles  H.  Stearns,  dealer  in 
wholesale  ship  stores  at  the  North  End.  The  case 
came  to  my  knowledge  vesteiday.  It  is  a  griev- 
ance that  should  be  redressed,  and  the  power  n 
here  to  lediess  it.  I  hope  the  order  will  be  rarried 
thiougb,  and  that  a  searching  investigation  will 
be  made  to  know  why  tbesj  tilings  nre. 

Mi.  Clarke  of  Ward  15—1  ste  nothing  in  the 
orlerthat  require:  them  to  give  t,b<-  cause  why 
applicatioi  s  are  rejected.  Some  gentleman  has 
lemarked  that  ihe  order  covered  ihat  point,  but  I 
see  nothing  io  it  to  that  effect.  I  movs  to  amend 
so  that  tbey  shall  give  the  leasons  for  rejecting 
licei  sf-s. 

Mr.  Page  of  "Ward  9—1  hardly  think  that  is  wise ; 
it  i- going  too  far.  The  Council  can  juoge  for 
themselves  of  the  names  and  places  of  busit  ess  of 
applicants,  aid  what  aie  the  probable  causes  of 
lerusal.  But  there  a>e  two  other  suggestions 
which  I  think  would  perhaps  be  proper  to  embody 
in  the  order.  Ooeisthat  t^e  hours  ot  business 
of  these  commissioners  shall  be  specified  by  the 
City  Council ;  and  the  other  is  that  attei  a  license 
has  once  been  granted  and  subsequently  cancelled, 
the  cause  ot  the  cancellation  shall  be  reported.  I 
am  informed  by  ppities  »ho  have  been  in  the 
room  of  the  commissioners,  that  if  is  impos-ible 
io  see  one  of  the  commissioners  till  aPer  three  or 
four  o'clock  in  tne  altemoou— there  being  none  of 
the  commissioners  there.  If  that  is  a  fact,  it  cer- 
tainly  is   wnong;  but   I   cannot   say  of  my  own 


knowledge  w'aether  it  is  a  fact  or  not;  but  I  think 
it  would  be  well  to  embody  in  tae  order  the  hours 
duriag  which  these  commissioners  sha'l 
be  in  th»ir  offices,  and  in  order  to  present 
it  to  the  Council  I  move  to  amend  by 
adding  at  the  close  of  the  order  the 
words,  "the  commissioners  shall  give  the  rea- 
son for  the  cancellation  of  any  license  granted, 
and  also  thit  toe  office  hour-  or  the  commission- 
ers shall  be  fiom  9  A.  M.  to  5  P.  M.,  the  same  as 
in  other  departments  in  the  Citv  Government." 

Mr.  Flynu  of  Ward  7— It  seems  to  me  that  if 
this  ameodment  is  adopted  they  would  want  an 
army  of  clerks  up  there,  i  les.rh  trom  Mr.  Picker- 
ing, one  of  the  commissioners,  that  they  work  till 
half-past  ten  o'el.ick  to  get  through  with  the  busi- 
ness. I  tMnk  they  aro  aoing  all  tnat  they  possi- 
bly can,  and  if  you  pat  this  labor  upon  them  it 
will  be  impo  sible  for  them  to  do  what  they  aie 
appointed  for. 

Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3— If  the  statement  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  is  correct,  I  hope  and 
truft  there  will  bean  army  of  clerks  appointed. 
If  the  amennmentof  the  gentlema-'  from  Ward  9 
prevails,  there  will  be  ao  necessity  for  an  army  of 
clerks,  and  I  hope  and  trust  the  motion  ot  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  9  will  prevail. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9 — The  answer  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  7  is  that  tbey  should  be  in  their 
office  during  business  hour?,  when  people  want  to 
see  them.  At  present  it  is  impossible  to  gain  ac- 
cess to  them  during  business  hours.  I  am  inform- 
ed thrt  th^y  go  to  their  office  at  three  or  four 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon, and  are  nece>s?.rily  oblig- 
ed to  remain  till  a  late  hour,  in  order  to  finish  up 
the  business  of  the  ia.',  which  could  be  moie  ac- 
ceptably performed  if  they  would  be  there  earlier 
in  the  c"  ay. 

Mr.  Fly nn — I  understand  the  reason  is  that 
when  ca'es  ar-  reported  unfavorably,  the  com- 
missioners visit  the  places  in  per.  on,  which  re- 
quires time.  It  is  hardly  fair  to  charge  them  with 
not  artending  to  their  duties.  I  know  teat  they 
have  visited  places,  and  it  is  n't  fair  to  say  they 
haven't.  Thev  should  n't  be  charged  with  neg- 
lecting their  duties  by  those  who  know  nothing 
about  it, 

Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3— Do  I  understand  the 
gentleman  to  say  that  the  com  mission  srs  visit 
these  places? 

Mr.  Flynn—  I  do. 

Mr.  Ard:-rs#n— 1  would  ask  what  places  they 
have  v.  si  ted? 

Mr.  Flynn— I  know  that  they  visited  the  City 
Point  Hotel,  and  that  is  one  place. 

Mr.  Anderson— I  bad  the  pleasure  of  being  up 
before  the  commissioneis  last  week,  and  I  have 
known  of  gentlemen  standing  there  ready  with 
carriages,  inviting  them  to  go  and  visit  tb^ir 
places;  but  they  said  they  were  not  bound  to  go, 
ana  that  thev  took  the  reoort  rrom  the  police 
officers,  good  or  bad,  and  parsed  upon  it  as  such. 

Mr.  Harrigan  of  Ward  1 — I  think  it  is  unfair,  on 
this  warm,  close  evening,  to  take  up  the  time  of 
the  Council  V7itb  a  matter  that  is  none  of  our  busi- 
ness. The  City  Govomment  has  delegated  to  the 
commissioners  all  their  power  to  grant  or  refuse 
licenses  to  parties  selling  liquor,  and  we  nave  no 
control  over  tbem.  There  is  n't  even  a  committee 
on  that  commissior,  and  I  thiuk  our  time  is 
entirely  thrown  away  in  arguing  this  matter. 
We  cannot  compel  them  to  give  or  refuse 
a  licei.se  to  sell  liquor,  and  they  may 
be  thee  fiom  nine  till  ten  o'clock,  or  from 
tuiee  to  four  or  five,  as  toeypleise.  Probably  a 
gencal  oicer  of  the  City  Government  may  com- 
pel them  to  po  to  the  office  and  stay  there  through- 
out the  day;  but  I  think  that  no  order  can  compel 
therr  to  give  or  refuse  a  license  to  anv  man  unless 
they  ste  fit.  Therefore  I  think  it  is  unfair  to  take 
up  the  tune  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Shaw  ot  Ward  5 — I  think  this  mat.er  is  not 
understood  as  it  ought  to  be.  The  City  Govern- 
ment is  authorized  by  the  Legislature  to  do  cer- 
tain things.  They  are  a  thorizei,  through  certain 
com missioners,  to  g-ant  licenses.  Now  the  c>ty, 
through  its  officers,  have  sent  police  officers  to  in- 
vestigate cases,  and  the  commissioners  take  their 
report,  their  ipse  dixit,  upon  which  they  grant  or 
refuse  licenses  as  it  pleases  them.  I  am  speaking  of 
the  actual  practice  day  by  day,  forthe  com  mission- 
ers have  told  me  ?o.  I  appeared  before  them  in  be- 
half of  i  wo  or  three  (ie-mans  who  had  a  right  to 
call  upon  «fle.  I  stated  the  ca-es,  and  1  found  the 
reasons  why  thee  Germans  were  refused  licenses 
to  sell  lager  beer.  I  a<ked  them  to  read  me  the 
report  of  the  police  officer,  who  waa  well  known 
tome  in  my  ward,  at;d  was  detailed  from  this 
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City  Hall  to  examine  and  report  upon 
the  applications  for  licenses.  In  one  case 
— I  will  state  it  because  it  is  a  record 
of  history — a  license  was  refused  a  little 
German  wbo  kept  a  little  lager-beer  saloon  at  150 
Tremont  street.  He  made  application  in  due 
form  and  had  his  money  ready  to  be  paid.  His 
application  was  placed  in  ttie  hands  of  a  police- 
man on  the  district,  who  reported  what?  enough 
lor  the  honorable  gentlemen to  refuse  a  been  e.He 
repoited  tbat  the  place  was  of  the  *ize  of  five  feet 
by  eight— enough  for  any  Board  of  Commission- 
ers to  say  it  was  n't  a  fit  place.  Well,  sir, I  got  tbat 
report  from  the  honorable  commissioners,  and  I 
went  to  that  basermnt  room,  and  fou  c'  that,  in- 
ftend  of  being  five  feet  m  one  direction  and  eight 
in  'he  other,  it  was  17y2x21  feet;  ard,  ins  read  of 
heing,  as  r<  ported,  six  feet  in  height,  it  was  sevtn 
feet  four  inches.  One  of  the  honorable  commis- 
sioners said  to  me,  "I  could  n't  get  down  there, 
arid  I  am  not  more  cban  six  feet  high  myself." 
Now,  that  was  tha  second  report;  and  up  to  this 
day  toat  Kfoor  young  German  does  tt't  dare  to  sell 
a  glass  of  lager  beer  to  his  German  friends  because 
ot  that  report,  fearing  that  he  may  be  called 
m^o  the  honorable  Municipal  Court,  aod  mulcted 
in  $100.  Now,  let  us  know  wbat  this  thing  is. 
This  honorable  Board  of  Commissiontrs  nave  at 
their  service,  by  oidei  of  the  Mayor,  fifteen  men 
of  the  Police  Department,  more  or  less,  and  I 
tbink  the  commissioners  told  one  that  the  officers 
on  tbe  different  districts  reported  to  them,  and 
upon  those  reports  licenses  weie  g-anted  or 
refused.  Those  honorable  men  said  this;  they 
said  they  wished  they  could  have  tnose  fif- 
teen men  before  them  that  make  such  re- 
port*. Have  these  officers  grudges  against  cer- 
tain men?  lhat  is  tin  history  or  one  ca^e. 
There  aie  Germans  in  mv  district  whose  daily 
breai  is  brought  to  ibem  by  reason  of  the  busi- 
-  ness  in  which  they  have  been  engaged  in  this  and 
the  old  countrv  from  tne  days  of  tiieir  boyhood. 
Is  thisaftee  republic?  Let  uskno*  what  this 
means.  A  gentleman  behind  me  says  we  hive  no 
control  of  it.  That  is  true;  but  should  n  t 
we  have  a  certain  control  of  it?  We  have 
control  of  tbe  Police  Department,  and  the 
men  who  make  those  reoorts  should  be 
deposed  from  the  Police  Depai intent  within  five 
minutes'  notice.  Toat  case  can  be  brought  before 
the  Council  and  before  the  honorably  Mayor  and 
Board  of  Aldermen.  If  a  police  officer  is  a  pro- 
hibitionist of  tne  strictest  kiiid  must  he  vent  his 
spleen  upon  a  poor  German  who  gets  his  liv- 
iLg  by  selling  lager  beer  at  five  cents  a 
glass?  The  evidence  is  before  us  that  tbis 
•  ihing  is  wrong.  I  charge  nothing  against 
the  commissioners;  but  I  do  charge  high 
crimes  and  misdemeanors  upon  the  men  wbo 
make  these  unfair  reports.  My  friend  from  tae 
Seventh  Ward  says  the  commissioners  visit 
tnese  place*.  I  tnink  the  eertieman  is  slightly 
mistaken  The  commissioners  should  take  more 
time.  I  tbink  the  people's  rights  should  be  main- 
tained, if  it  takes  a  hundre  i  clerks  from  9  A.M. 
to  6  P.  M.  daily. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9—1  did  n't  suspect  that  this 
ordei  was  going  to  call  forib  such  a  discussion. 
Tbat  tne  matter  may  be  simplified  I  withdraw  the 
amendment  ai*d  hope  the  order  will  be  passed  as 
it  was  origina'ly  offered. 

Mr.  C.arke  withdrew  nis  amendment  and  the 
oider  was  passed. 

Sent  up. 

LABORERS  IN   PAVING  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3  offered  the  following: 

Ordered.  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
requested  to  place  on  full  time,  on  and  after  the 
1st  of  August,  the  mi-n  wto  have  been  laboring  in 
nis  department  on  half  u;me. 

Mr.  Anderson  moved  its^ef ere cce  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets. 

Mr.  Flynn  ot  Waid  7  stated  that  the  Committee 
on  Stieets  bad  lothing  to  do  with  the  matter,  and 
the  proper  reference  would  be  to  the  Committee 
on  Paving, 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Paving. 

SWETT  STREET. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13,  the  Council 
took  up  the  special  assignment  for  8  P.M.,  viz., 
report  recommending  passage  of  order  to  rescind 
so  much  of  tbe  order  for  the  coostruction  of  Sw-rtt 
street  as  piovides  that  no  part  of  tbe  money  shall 
be  expended  until  the  grade  of  the  New  York  ■& 
New  England  Railroad  shall  be  fixed  by  the  Rail- 
road Commissioners,  or  an  agreement  between 


the  railroad  and  city,  find  minority  report  recom- 
mending the  recommitment  of  the  subject. 

The  question  was  on  the  paf sage  of  tbe  order 
recommended  by  the  majority. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9 — If  there  is  a  redeeming 
trait  m  ihe  order  for  laying  out  Swett  street,  it  i3 
the  amendment  which  this  order  -proposes  to 
rescind.  I  believe  that  to  be  '  tbe  only  portion  of 
the  order  whi -b  protects  the  cily  at  all  in  the 
matter  of  laying  out  this  street,  and  the  wiping 
out  of  that  amendment  will  have  t'./e  effect  of 
building  the  street  up  to  the  railroad  on  tne  one 
side  from  Albany  street,  and  on  the  other  sidefrom 
Dorcheste- avenue,  and  the  city  would  be  left  in 
the  dilemma  of  having  the  stret  buiH  above  the 
railroad  when  no  provision  had  bcea  made  for 
establishing  the  graoe  at  which  it  should  cross 
the  railroad,  or  whether  the  railroad  corporation 
would  allow  it  to  cross  it  at  all.  It  strikes  me  as 
the  most  unbusinesslike  transaction  that  1  have 
heard  of  siuce  1  have  been  a  member  of  tbis 
Council.  It  is  perfectly  easy  to  make  an  arrange- 
ment with  tbe  Boston,  Haitford  &  Erie  Railroad 
at  the  present  time.  I  have  been  piesent  at  the 
meetings  of  the  committee  when  propositions 
have  been  made  by  tbe  president  of  the  road, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  an  arrangement  can  be 
made  wbe/eby  the  road  will  assume  a  certain 
portion  of  the  expense,  and  certainly  they 
can  agree  upon  tae  grade  to  which  the 
road  shall  be  raised.  Now,  with  that  fact 
in  view,  this  seems  to  be  one  of  tha 
most  peculiar  proposition  I  have  beard  of.  It  is 
proposed  to  go  on  and  build  a  street  up  to  tbe 
property  of  a  party  with  whom  you  have  got  to 
make  an  arrangement  before  yon  cross  it,  and 
then  relyu^on  his  senerositv  after  having  put 
yourself  at  his  mercy  rath  ;r  tban  make  it  before. 
The  representative  of  tbat  road  has  agreed  to  a 
grade  to  which  the  road  bed  should  be  raised,  and 
to  pay  the  bills,  and  then  the  city  can  raise  it  to  a 
higher  grade.  Of  course,  it  has  got  to  ba  done  by 
a  contractor  agreeable  to  them.  They  are  not 
going  to  allow  any  and  every  person  to  go 
on  there  and  raise  the  grade  of  their  road  bed 
beiause  their  trains  must  be  run  all  the  tim? ;  ar  d 
in  any  event  it  will  be  disagreeable  and  uncom- 
fortable for  the  road.  Thev  are  satisfied  with  the 
giade  as  it  is,  but  nevertheless,  they  are  willing, 
I  think,  to  assist  the  city  out  of  the  dilemma,  so 
far  as  they  woula  be  justified  considering  the 
state  of  their  finances  and  the  fact  that  tbe  trus- 
tees of  the  old  Boston,  Hartford  &  Erie  Kail  road 
Company  expect  at  an  early  day  to  tianster  tae 
ro  d  to  tbe  New  York  &  New  England  Railway 
Company.  It  strikes  mj  that  unless  th-r  City 
Cou  cil  of  Boston  are  prepared  to  vote  to  extend 
Swett  street  and  pay  tbe  eitira  expense,  it  would 
be  very  unwise  to  pass  the  order  contemplated 
by  theif  majority  report.  But  if  they  want  to 
make  the  best  trade  that  they  can  for  the  city,  it 
strikes  ire  as  a  common  business  way  that  it 
would  be  better  to  refiain  from  putting  tbis  mat- 
ter into  the  clutches  of  wy  corporation  or  indi- 
vidual, as  we  would  do  if  we  pass  tbis  order  at  the 
present  time.  Another  matter  that  should  be 
s'ttlec  before  ai  y  step  is  taken  toward  build- 
it  g  this  street  is  chat  the  bonds  from  the  differ- 
ent parties  who  have  agreed  to  contribute  suras 
of.  money  provided  this  street  is  bui't,  should  be 
extended  and  financially  strengthened.  One  or  tha 
terms  of  the  bond  is  that  the  street  shall  be  built 
on  or  oefore  July  1, 1P76,  an-  open  to  public  travel. 
We  all  kno ■»■  very  well  that  if  the  v  oik  was  com- 
menced today  it  cculd  not  be  finished  and  the 
street  graced  and  paved  and  ready  for  public 
trav  1  by  f'bat  time,  as  it  is  necessary  to  have  it  in 
order  to  secure  the  bonds,  i'be  raising  of  ttre 
grade  of  this  railroad  will  be  a  long  ard  tedious 
mb;  trams  must  be  ran,  and  the  track  prepared 
for  the  accommodation  of  those  trains,  which  will 
be  quite  a  difficult  matter,  and  it  will  take  a  long 
time  to  do  all  that  is  necessaiy  to  make  this  a 
good  etreet.  another  point  that  should  be 
seitled,  is,  t  ere  should  be  no  doubt  about 
the  city  receiving  the  sums  of  money  that 
the  partita  have  agreed  to  contribute  during  tbe 
building  of  the  street.  Parties  havo  signed  bonds 
and  agieed  to  contribute  very  large  sums  of 
money,  whose  names,  I  think,  members  of  this 
Council  would  hesitate  to  take  without  a  mortgage 
or  some  other  guarantee;  and  all  the  protection 
that  tae;  citv  has  is  a  second  or  third  mortgage  upon 
the  land.  Now  I  question  the  soundness  of  that 
security,  and  it  seems  to  me,  that  taken  altogeth- 
er it  is  a  very  uncertain  proceeding  to  go  on  and 
commence  building  that  street  with  all  the 
uncertainties     [that      surround      the      position 
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that  the  city  is  likely  to  get  into. 
I  think  it  would  be  much,  wiser  to  wait.  No  oce 
is  suffering  particularly,  and  1  think  the  city  is 
•  more  lively  to  siiffe;  by  hurrying  than  the  parties 
on  the  lice  of  the  street  aie  likely  to  sufftsr  Dy  the 
delay  that  «  ould  be  necessary  ro  put  the  city  in  a 
proper  position  fo«-  carrying  out,  tae  work.  I  move 
that  the  minority  re;  ort  oe  substituted  for  that  of 
the  majority,  and  that  the  whole  m.itter  be  re- 
committed to  the  Comwitt-'s  on  Street'',  and  tnat 
when  ths  question  is  taken  it  be  by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yet  s  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mi.  Train  of  Ward  13 — I  doo't  intend  to  delay 
the  Council  at  this  late  hour.  I  was  in  hopes  this 
matcer  would  come  up  at  an  earlier  hour,  when 
we  could  have  a  thorough  and  fair  discussion, 
although  I  do  not.  know  that  there  is  much  to  be 
said  against  it.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  9  has 
givf-n  some  pouts  upon  this  matter,  but  I  don't 
know  that  they  are  any  different  troja  those  of 
last  year.  Tie  was  a  u^it  then  and  is  a  unit  now. 
He  looks  -ct  it  in  a  different  light  from  most  of  the 
members  of  this  Council,  and  I  can't  see  thac 
he  has  made  a  single  fair  argument  why 
this  matter  should  aot  be  carried  turougn.  L 
don't,  propose  to  answer  nim,  because  he  has  said 
nothing  to  answer.  The  fact  is  pateot  to  me  that 
this  is  an  important  measure,  that  it  is  a  good 
time  to  do  it,  and  that  the  arrangements  for  bonds 
have  been  made  by  the  Street  Cotnmissionsis  in  a 
proper  manner.  It  is  an  easy  matter  to  stand  here 
and  say  thi3  or  that  is  not  good,  but  I  want  the 
Council  to  look  at  the  facts.  I  refer  them  to  the 
able  Committee  on  Streets,  who  h ive  reported , 
with  one  exception,  in  fctvor  of  thi*  orde  ,  and  1 
hope  it  will  pass. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6—1  think,  sn,  when  a 
measure  has  passed  this  boi;y  after  the  discussion 
that  this  S«eU-street  extension  received  and 
when  the  voc  ■,  authorizirg  the  extension  of  Swett 
street  and  the  app»oi.riation  of  money  ;;  as  passed, 
I  think  I  uiiy  safely  say  in  consequence  of  the 
amendment  which  it  is  now  proposi-d  to  rescind, 
that  when  we  lecommiitsd  this  matter  to  the 
Committ-e  on  Stieets  they  should  give  us  some 
leasons  for  the  repeal  of  tne  amendment.  The  re- 
port of  the  committee  gives  no  reasons  at  all. 
The  eeuti  man  irom  Waid  13  has  given  his  rea- 
sons, and  ttio=e  are  mainly  that  somebody  at  the 
railroad  eominisnontrh'  office  says  that  if  the  rail- 
road commissioners  are  called  upoa  to  fix  the 
grade  they  will  fix  it  ai  it  is  at  present,  and  there- 
t'oi e  we  are  asked  to  rescind  the  amendo-ent  and 
alio^  the  Committee  on  Streets  to  go  on  and  con- 
struct the  stieer. 

Now  I  assume  that  the  Council  undeistood  those 
questions  thoroughly  after  a  lengthy  discussion, 
when  they  voted  upon  it,  before  they  knew 
at  that  time  that  the  fixing  the  grade' of  that 
street  by  ths  Railroad  Co  missijuers  was  impor- 
tant o  tlie>  » ould  not  have  passed  that  -.uirnd- 
ment  requiring  it  and  striking  $100,000  from  the 
appropriation  and  providing  that  lo  money  should 
be  expended  until  the  grade  was  fixed.  The  Com- 
txict'-e  on  Streets  accepted  t;  at  amendment  and  I 
have  yet  t)  learn  that  anything  has  been  done 
from  that  time  to  tae  present  towards  the  con- 
stmcthrp.  of  thic  street  so  far  as  the  fixing  or  rais- 
ing of  chat  grade  is  concerned.  On  the  contrary 
if  I  am  lightly  informed,  nothing  has  been 
done. 

If  I  am  rightly  informed  I  think  the  Street  ComJ 
missioner  eems  to  be  afraid  to  make  appli:ation 
to  the  KiiLoad  Commissioners,  roi  fear  that  the 
Railroad  Commissioneis  will  say  that  the  grade 
shall  remain  as  ins  at  the  present  time,  acid  the 
street  must  go  under  that  road.  That  I  tciok  is 
about  the  ca^e  at  the  pre  enr  time.  An  i  the  city 
of  .Boston  through  its  Street  Cou-missioners  fears  . 
to  apply  to  the  Railroal  Commissioners  to  fix  the 
graJe  of  this  street  because  somebody  in  tbeir 
bffice  savs  the  Railroad  Commissioners  will  fix  the 
grade  as  it  is  cow. 

When  this  matter  was  first  brought  before  the 
Legislature  persons  representing  the  railroad  ob- 
tained an  act  that  the  stre  t  should  not  cross  the 
road  at  grade.  La  er  in  the  sess>cn  an  act  was 
passed  by  tae  Legislature  requiring  the  railroad 
and  the  city  of  Boston  to  asree  upon  a  grade,,  and 
Lilirg  in  thai,  the  grade  should  be  fixed  by  the 
Railioad  Commissioners,  and  that  the  railioBd 
should  T7ear  the  expense  of  alt  ring  the  grade  of 
its  road.  Now,  I  thiok  it  is  fair  to  assume  thai  tne 
railroad  contemplated  :hat  the  grade  of  this  street 
should  be  raised  and  completed;  that  when 
the  matter  comes  before  the  Railroad  Com- 
missioners they  would  have  to  raise  the  grade 
of  the  road  it  theii  own  expense,  aid  theie  is  a 


provision  in  the  act  by  which  the  city  of  Boston 
may  compel  payment.  Now,  upon  that  statement 
of  facts,  and  I  think  I  am  correct,  the  question  is 
simply  this,  as  stated  when  the  matter  came  up 
before :  Shall  we  go  on  altering  the  grade  of  that 
road  without  any  redress  or  claim  upon  this- com- 
pany, or  shall  we  m&ke  an  attempt  before  the 
Railroad  Commissioners  to  have  their  grade 
fixed  and  then  have  a  claim  upon  the  railroad 
to  pay  tee  expense  of  laising  the  giadeof  the 
tiack.  I  know  that,  in  the  first  place,  the  city  of 
Boston  mu-it  alter  tne  grade  of  this  road.  It  was 
so  stated  when  the  matter  was  up  before,  and  I 
believe  it  now;  but  it  was  stated  tht*n,  and  it  is 
equally  true  now,  that  unless  we  have  this  grade 
fixed  we  shall  have  no  legal  claim  upon  the 
railroad  to  pay  this  expense.  rt  e  shall 
have  to  foot  the  bills  ouiselvts.  Now  nothing 
having  been  done— I  do  not  wish  to  cast  any 
reflections  upon  anybody,  but  I  am  sur- 
]  rised  that  nothing  has  been  done— more 
than  that  somebody  has  visited  the  Railroad  Com- 
missioner's office,  an  i  that  spmebody  then  teport- 
ed  what  the  Railroad  Commissioners  were  going  to 
do  when  the  matter  was  brought  before  toeui.  I 
hope  the  Council  will  not  rescind  this  amend- 
ment, and  that  we  shall  insist  upou  the 
Street  Commissioners  going  befoie  tne  Rail- 
road Commissioners  and  having  this  grade 
fixed,  because,  as  I  understand  it,  the 
railroad  is  very  willing  to  have  the  grade 
raised.  They  don't  desire  to  have  the  street 
go  under  their  road.  They  are  willing  to  have  the 
grade  raised  and  the  street  to  go  over  tne  road, 
but  they  want  to  compel  us  to  do  itatouro*n 
expense.  If  we  should  be  so  unfortunate  before 
the  Ra'lroad  Commissioners,  and  they  should  sav 
that  the  grace  shall  remain  as  at  present,  and 
that  it  shall  go  under  the  road,  we  are  noc  com- 
pelled to  do  it.  W-»can  apply  to  the  Legislature, 
and  show  che  ojanifeot  injustice  of  it.  The  Legis- 
lature saw  the  injustice  of  it  befoie.  They  said 
that  if  the  railroad  is  not  willing  to  Lave  the  street 
cross  the  tract  at  grade,  then  the  company  shall 
pay  the  expense  of  altering  the  grade  of  it.  I  be- 
lieve rhat  toe  text  Legislature  will  be  as  just  as 
the'  last  one  was,  and  if  the  Railroad 
Commissioners  shall  say,  You  roust  go  un- 
der the  road,  the  Legislature  will  relieve  tbe 
city  in  some  shape  ard  we  shall  not  have 
to  pay  that  expense.  But  it  was  urged 
before  that  this  is  a  bankrupt  corporation 
and  we  are  Etver  going  to  get  anything 
for  tlie  work,  and  therefore  if  you  want  Swett 
street  built  you  must  assume  the  entire  expense 
in  the  first  place,  or  you  will  have  to  pay  for  it  at 
the  last.  I  do  n't  believe  that.  I  believe  thar,  tnis 
railroad  at  some  time  or  other  will  go  do  the 
Legislature  tor  authority  to  l  sue  bond?, 
and  if  they  do  and  if  the  city  of  Boston 
is  sharp  and  looks  out  for  its  interests  the 
Legislature,  will  fay,  "We  told  you  once  to 
bear  a  certain  expense  and  jou  would  not 
do  it,  and  you  shall  not  have  tb-se  bonds 
until  you  comply  with  the  provisions  of  that 
order."  The  gentleman  has  saio  that  the 
city  had  already  saved  from  $40,000  to  $60,000  by 
delay.  We  can  safely  afford  to  wait  another  thi  ee 
months  and  gain  $40,000  or  $60,000  more.  It  is  only 
three  months  since  we  went  int^  this  business, 
and  the  profits  have  already  been  large. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12 — I  regret  that  the  gencle- 
roaa  who  has  just  taken  his  seat  should  differ 
fiotn  me  in  the  coecluions  to  wbLh  be  u as  ar- 
rived by  travelling  over  the  same  groucdthatl 
have.  It  is  singular  bow  uentleoien,  looking  at 
the  same  question  from  the  same  standpoint,  will 
take  a  different  impression.  I  have  been  trying 
to  reconcile  the  arguments  of  the  gentleman  who 
opened  the  debate  with  those  of  the  gentleman 
who  has  just  taken  his  seat;  •  out  I  canaot  make 
them  fit  any  more  rbaathe  boy  can  the  pieces  of 
a  broken  slate.  Tne  first  gen  loon  an  tells  how 
man  v  interviews  and  meeiags  have  been  held  be- 
r ween  the  managers  o±  ths  iai  road,  the  Street 
Commissioners  and  the  Street  Committee. 

Mr.  Page— I  will  fit  that,  piece  of  slate  for  him. 

Mr.  Wilson — I  would  like  to  have  it  answered. 

Mr.  Page— The  interviews  were  all  had  last  year, 
prior  to  the  introduction  of  the  original  order. 
Since  that  order  passea  the  City  Council  for  lay- 
ing out  tbe  street,,  there  hasn't  been  hardly  a 
word  said  oo  the  subject  to  the  Committee  oa 
Streets  this  year.  The  committee  have  had  a 
dozen  meetings,  and  the  matter  was  never 
biougct  up  till  this  order  was  introciuced  by  the 
gentleman  from  Waid  13  [Mr.  Train]. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12—1  understood  a  gentle- 
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man  to  say  that  there  had  been  repeated  inter- 
views with  the  railroad  m&nageis,  who  are  williog 
to  do  all  in  their  power  to  help  this  project.  We 
all  krow  that  that  corporation  is  in  a  transition 
stste  today.  We  don't  know  whether  it  is  the  old 
bankrupt  Boston,  Hartford  &  Erie  Railroad,  or 
the  new  full-fledged  New  York  &  New  England 
Railway  Company.  Still  it  ruuscars,  takes  money 
and  stands  in  the  way  of  this  great  public  im- 
provement. Now  what  is  to  ba  dote?  All  that 
can  be  done  is  rimply  by  negotiation  ;  we  cannot 
take  their  lands.  1  nave  been  i  a  formed  that  all 
the  negotiatioas  that  ic  is  possi'cle  and  practica- 
ble to  nave  with  r.hat  company  have  been  had.  I 
maintain  that  to  agree  yon  have  got  to  have  ne- 
gotiations. I  understand  that  they  have  been 
willing  to  make  an  agreement  with  che  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Streets,  and  they  have  hoped 
and  expected,  week  after  week,  to  place  the  af- 
fairs of  the  corporation  in  such  a  shape  as  to 
justify  ihem  in  joining  the  city  in  euch  an  ar- 
rangement as  may  be  necessary  in  the  premises. 
Now,  sir,  time  is  slipping  by,  and  it  does  seem 
to  me,  as  it  does  to  the  memoers  of  the  Committee 
on  Streets,  that  all  this  time  should  not  oe  allowed 
to  go  by  without  accomplishing  something.  Ac- 
cording to  the  gentleman  front  Ward  6,  tne  law 
provides  that  the  road  is  to  pay  for  raising  the 
erade.  I  don'tj  car»  whether  or  not  a  man  pays 
for  work  in  the  first  place;  if  ha  is  responsible  I 
can  collect  it.  This  question  has  b°en  decided 
substantially  by  a  two  thirds  vote  of  this  Council, 
that  that  high  way  is  a  necessity.  I  appeal  to  any  un- 
prejudiced person  to  look  at  that  property  aud  say 
whether  this  should  be  postponed  fiom  week  to 
w?ek  and  month,  and  nothing  done  but  procras- 
tinate, simply  to  gratify  the  wishes  of  those  op- 
oosing  it.  It  is  one  of  tie  most  important  public 
improvements,  aud  I  desire  ;o  say  that  it  can  be 
dote  between  now  and  the  1st  of  July,  1)476,  if  this 
restriction  is  taken  off  within  the  next  twojweeks. 
There  is  nothing  laoorious  about  it:  t  e  erade  of 
the  railway  can  be  raised  safely  and  expeditiously 
in  sixty  days, and  I  hope  the  Council  will  not  bede- 
terrecrby  the  bugbear  of  not  being  able  to  finish  the 
work  in  time.  Now  as  to  the  point  raised  here, 
that  this  older  was  passed  by  a  two-thirds  vote, 
and  that  we  should  oot  withdraw  the  restriction, 
I  wirh  to  say  that  the  amendment  offered  byths 
gentleman  from  Ward  6  was  accepted  by  rhe 
friends  of  the  measure,  because  tuey  desired  to 
have  every  cue^s  placed  upca  it  that  theie  should 
be;  but  with  these  same  checks  upon  it,  those 
geniletnen  voted  against  the  order  on  its 
final  •  passage.  I  supposed  that  that  two- 
thirds  vote  of  the  Council  meant  tnat 
that  avenue  stiould  be  built,  speedily  and 
without  unnecessary  drlay.  The  committee  in 
their  report,  sav  that  it  is  not  advisable  tor  the 
City  Council  to  locger  aanere  to  this  amendment, 
ana  1  don't  propose  to  go  oeyonci  the  Committee 
oq  Streets  and  place  mv  judgment  against  theirs. 
I  don't  think  it  is  correct  to  go  beyond  Lhe  various, 
boards  wio  conduct  the  city's  affairs.  The  report 
of  that  committee  is  sufficient  for  me  in  this  case. 
I  don't  believe  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
have  beep  negligent  in  their  duty,  and  I 
oon't  believe  the  citv  will  lose  any  of  its  right?  by 
completing  this  work,  which  is  of  to  much  inter- 
est for  the  transfer  ot  vehicles  and  merchandise 
from  ODe  side  of  the  city  to  the  other,  as  well  as 
tor  the  improvement  of  the  sanitary  coar.itioo  of 
the  city;  and  I  believe  it  will  be  criminal  to  a:  sist 
any  longer  in  the  delays  which  have  been  thrown 
in  its  way.  Therefore  I  hope  this  dilatory  motion 
will  not  pr-vail. 

Mr.  Plynn  of  Ward  7—1  hope  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  9  will  not  prevail,  becant-e 
I  thin*  it  will  be  useless  to  send  this  malter  back 
to  the  Committee  on  Streets.  Tuey  have  consid- 
ered it  very  thoroughly  during  the  long  time  it 
has  been  before  the  Council.  I  am  not  surprised 
at  the  opposition  of  the  gentlemen  from  Waida  9 
and  6,  from  the  fact  that  lotn  of  them  voted 
against  the  original  order,  even  after  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  G  had  been 
adopted.  Their  opposition  is  still  against 
the  measure,  which  they  do  not  wish  to  see  adopt- 
ed at  all.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  9  says  noth- 
ing has  been  clone  by  the  committee.  I  would 
state  that  the  chairmaa  ot  the  committee  and  the 
street  com cissioners  have  oeen  endeavoring  for 
toe  last  three  months  to  make  some  settlement 
with  the  Boston,  Hartfo id  &  Ene  Railroad.  \s 
to  the  grade,  the  company  say  they  are  well 
enough  off  and  don't  want  to  be"  disturbed;  they 
are  running  their  trains  over  there,  and  if  the 
city     wants     to     build    the    street    it    can    do 


so  and  pay  the  expense,  but  the  com- 
pany oo  not  want  to  be  put  to  any  expense  for  it. 
The  Railroad  Commissioners  have  be- n  consulted, 
and  they  say  if  asked  to  fix  the  grade  they  will 
will  put  it  at  30.  This  street  can  be  built  today 
for  $30,000  less  than  it  could  last  year,  and  the 
work  can  be  finished  by  the  first  of  next  July  if 
this  order  is  passed  by  the  Council  now.  We  can 
then  save  $40,000  in  land  and  $60,000  in  money. 
I  hope  the  minority  report  will  not  be  accepted. 

Mr.  Page  ot  Ward  9—1  don't  know  anything 
about  any  conversation  that  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Streets  may  have  had  with  the 
managers  of  the  New  York  &  New  England  Rail- 
road; but  I  have  had  a  conversation  with  the 
president  of  that  road  today,  and  he  does  n't 
make  any  such  statement  as'  it  is  said  he  has 
made  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee.  He 
says  he  has  been  willing  to  do  all  he  could. 
I  "  know  the  street  canDot  be  built  un- 
til an  arrangement  is  made  with  the  rail- 
road in  regard  to  the  graile.  The  only 
question  is  whether  that  arrangement  should  be 
made  before  we  commence  to  build  the  street,  or 
shall  we  wait  until  we  getinto  the  clutches  of  that 
curporation?  If  you  go  on  and  build  the  street 
before  the  arrangement  is  made,  tne  corporation 
wrll  naturally  say.  "You  have  built  up  to  me  and 
you  have  got  to  cross,  and  you  can  no^v  bear  the 
expense  of  raising  the  grade  of  the  read  your- 
self." I  think  it  is  essential  that  some  arrange- 
ment should  be  made  before  we  rescind  this 
amendment.  If  the  city  desires  to  cross 
the  roau  ec  a  certain  grade,  it  may  be  necessary 
for  the  city  to  beai  the  whole  ezpehse;  but  I  sav, 
don't  build  the  street  up  or  either  side  before  sa\- 
mg  at  wbat  grade  we  want  to  cross  the  road.  The 
company  would  sav  it  is  n't  agreeable  to  have  the 
street  cross  at  that  grade  and  we  can  'put  it  dosvu 
or  up  ten  feet.  I  say  it  is  the  most  unbusiness-like 
way  ot  doing  a  thine1 1  have  heard  of  lately. 

Mr.  Kimoall  of  Ward  6—1  will  assume  that  the 
gentleman  from  Wara  12  misquoted  me  uninten- 
tionally when  he  says  I  said  the  city  had  the  law 
on  its  side,  and  all  we  have  to  do  is  to  raise  the 
grade  of  the  road  and  collect  the  money.  That  is 
the  point  at  issue.  I  said  nothing  of  tie  kind. 
The  vsrv  object  of  that  amendment  was  that  the 
rights  of  the  city  should  be  preserved  until  the 
grace,  of  that  road  should  be  fixed.  Some 
members  of  the  Council  may  remember 
that  at  that  time  ■  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  9  introduced  an  amendment  that  co 
mocey  should  be  expended  until  a  contract  was 
made  that  the  grade  should  be  raiseo  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  railroad.  Although  I  opposed  at  that 
time  aid  nov7  oppose  the  construction  of  Swett 
stxeet,  I  did  not  think  that  amendment  was  ex- 
actly rair,  because  I  wanted  the  city's  rights  pro- 
tected without  such  a  contract.  All  that  was  nec- 
essary to  secure  the  city's  rights  was  to  fix 
the  grade  of  the  road  by  the  Railroad  Com- 
missioners, and  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  with- 
drew his  amendment  at  my  suggestion,  and  I  in- 
troduced the  amendment  which  it  is  now  proposed 
to  rescind.  I  suppose,  Mr.  President,  that  a  mem- 
ber ot  this  or  any  other  legislative  body,  for  the 
purpose  of  protecting  the  city's  rights,  may  in- 
troduce an  amendment  '  which  shall,  to 
a  crtain  extent,  protest  those  lights,  even 
if  he  feels  coiiPtrainei  to  vote  against 
the  measure  upon  its  fical  passage.  It  seems  to 
me  that  that  hasnothrg  to  do  with  the  argu- 
ment. To  protect  the  rights  of  the  city  we  should 
requne  the  grade  of  this  street  to  be  fixed  by  the 
Railroad  Cornmis.- loners;  but  according  to  th? 
statement  of  the  chairman  cf  the  Committee  on 
Stre  ts,  in  this  branch  nothing  has  been  dons  offi- 
cially. There  1  as  bee  a  some  talk  between  somebody 
and  somebody  else,  but  no  agreement  has  been 
made.  The  gentleman  from  VVard  13  knows  very 
well  that  it  is  the  opinioa  of  out  legal  authority 
that  unless  this  grade  is  fixed  the  city  of  Boston 
cannot  recover  o*.:e  dollar  from  the  railroad. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13— The  gentleman's  point 
eeems  to  be  that  we  should  take  the  necessary 
steps  to  have  the  commissioners  fix  the  grade. 
But  it  is  going  to  take  time  to  do  that,  aud  if  we 
let  this  matter  go  over  till  next  fall  it  will 
be  too  late.  We  know  that  rhey  will  fix 
the  grade  in  accordance  with  public  inter- 
est. The  citv  of  Boston  is  not  alone  in  this  mat- 
ter. There  are  many  other  interested,  paities. 
The  owners  of  stock  and  bonds  of  the  road  are  to 
be  considered.  The  Railroad  Commissioners  told 
me  in  their  office— I  don't  icport  it  officially 
—that,  taking  all  the*e  interests  together, 
they    aio    to    decide    whether   the   giace   shall 
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be  altered  at  the  expense  of  the  railroad, 
or  whether  it  sball  be  fixed  where  it  is 
now.  That  is  all  right.  It  is  the  meaning  of  the 
law  that  tbey  shall  fix  the  giade;  but  what  then? 
The  city  has  to  go  to  the  rail'oad  to  get  their 
agreement  that  tne  track  shall  go  underneath  or 
over  that  street.  That  agreement  has  b sen  jaade 
by  th.;  officers  of  the  Hartford  &  Erie  road.  The 
change  to«he  Naw  York  &  New  England  Railway 
is  about  to  oe  made,  and  the  same  parties  will 
control  t'je  road.  They  say  they  will  accommo- 
date tbe  ciiy,  aod  do  so  much  filling  at  so  much  a 
square  vaid. 

.Hr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  ilo  not  think  we  can  get 
any  moie  information  upon  this  sucject.  I  think 
the  position  of  the  Council  is  a  good  deal  like  the 
story  they  tell  down  East  of  the  way  the  old  wo- 
man  tried  her  iucligo.  She  said  she  would  take  a 
piece  and  put  it  in  war,,  r,  and  if  it  was  good  iudi-  . 
go  it  would  sink  or  swim,  and  she  forgot  which.  I 
think  this  is  about  the  same  kind  of  argument, 
which  don't  enlighten  us  much.  Wh.  n  1  am  in 
doubt,  I  t.ke  the  action  of  the  committee  and  fet 
that  be  my  guide.  E  took  that  last  year.  I  followed 
the  judgment  of  the  con mittee  ihan,  and  now  I 
fi!:dthat  seven  out  of  eitiht  of  taat  Lommittse 
hive  reported  in  favor  of  the  ar.optioa  of  thr; 
orf.er,and  that  one  member  of  the  coaamittee  has 
opposed.  As  a  uieuicer  of  the  Council  my  judg- 
ment is,. that  when  I  am  not  po-ied  upon  a  matter 
I  follow  the  renort  of  the  comjaij.tee,  and  1  pro- 
pose to  00  SO  J.OW. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7—1  must  say  I  am  in  a 
quandary  as  to  how  I  should  act.  Iamafrieud 
of  Swett  street.  I  voten  for  the  original  order, 
a..d  I  was  in  the  Legislature  when  the  act  was 
passed.  I  think  iny  friend  is  mistaken  insaymg 
that  some  friend  of  the  road  promised  this  amend- 
ment, that  the  street  should  not  cross  the  road  at 
grade.  Ihat  provision  is  put  into  the  acts  con- 
cerning all  tnose  roads,  and  it  was  offered  by 
some  member  of  the  House,.  I  think.  But  I  am 
particular  about  knowing  whether  the  com- 
mittee have  negotiated  with  the  Haitford 
&  Erie  Rail  oaci  as  to  the  grade  and  whether  tbey 
have  agreed  or  cannot  a^iee.  I  am.  particular  to 
know  about  that  and  uheth-r  failing  in  that  tuey 
have  applied  to  the  Rmlroad  Commissioners  to 
fix  tns  grade  of  the  road,  lu  the  three  or  four 
months  that  have  elapsed  all  that  could  have  been 
ione,  and  this  Council  could  have  kno  k  c  through 
their  Cominitti  e  on  streets  whether  the  rail- 
road and  the  city  had  agreed  uoon  a  cer- 
taia  gride*  or  failing  in  that  wlether  tbe 
city  had  apolied  to  toe  commissioners  to 
fix  the  grade ;  if  Ihey  had  done  tl  at  and  failed,  my 
co..rse  would  be  very  plain ;  but  if  the  Committee 
on  Streets  have  clone  neither  the  one  nor  the  oth- 
er,! doa't  ki  ow  ho  *•  to  act.  lam  the  friend  of 
Swettstieet  audi  am  anxious  to  see  it  go  tarough, 
but  1  desire  that  the  committee  shall  have  tone 
ail  tuey  can. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9—1  can  give  the  gentleman 
the  mtoimatioa.  As  a  committee  they  have  not 
attempted  anything  since  this  order  was 
passed  early  "in  the  year*  and  they  have 
BO.  taken  a  single  step  toward  the  com- 
pletion or  this  street  to  my  Knowledge.  As  a 
committee  thev  have  not  had  an  interview  wito. 
an?  represe;  tntive  of  be  New  Yoik  &  New  Eng- 
land Raiboad.  They  have  had  no  interview  with 
the  City  Solicitor,  or  the  Railroad  Commission- 
ers, oi  any  other  parties  officially,  and  nothing 
has  been  done  in  conutciiou  with  this  mat- 
ter. The  orde:  was  introduced  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  13.  At  the  next  meeting 
of  the  i  ommittee,  very  soon  afte.  wards,  tne 
matter  was  brought  up,  and  I  asked  if  any- 
ihing  »as  to  be  done,  and  a  gentle aan  of  the 
committee  suggested  thai  it  was  >o  use  <o  at- 
tempt to  convince  Mr.  Page  of  ths  merits  of  this 
ca  e.  as  he  bad  been  opposed  to  it  from  the  first, 
and  he  thought  they  had  better  take  a  vr-te  upon 
it.  That  is  about  all,  and  the  order  was  carded 
by  a  vo^e  ol  5  to  2.  There  was  one  member 
of  i he  committee  wbo  voteo  with  me  on  the  mat- 
ter o-iaitatly,  but  he  has  since  changed  hi?  opin- 
ion, and  I  am  the  o..]y  member  of  tbe  Committee 
on  Streets  who  feels  that  the  city  should  look  into 
it  fully  before  acting  upon  it.  A  good  deal 
is  said  about  the  Railroad  Commissioners  going 
to  decide  a  certaia  way.  Well,  suppose  they  do; 
you  jan  pass  thL,  order,  by  which  you  will  pay  all 
the  expense,  a..a  if  the  Railroad  Commissioners 
decide  against  us  we  don't  loss  anything.  We 
offer  to  establish  the  grade  of  the  street,  and  pass 
under  or  over  the  roan.  My  point  is  that  we 
should  go  to  the  Railroad   Commissioners   and 


have  it  settled  b°foie  we  pass  upon  it.  Ibis  a 
frequent  statement  that  the  Railroad  Commission- 
ers are  going  to  decide  this  matter.  They  say  tuey 
don't  decide  matters  before  they  are  brought  before 
them,as  it  gives  them  trouble  in  many  ways.  People 
say  it  is  alreadv  decided,  and  it  impresses  them 
when  the  matter  comes  before  them.  I  am  in- 
formed that  the  perso  i  who  gave  the  opinion  as 
quoted  from  tbe  Railroad  Commissioners  rasa. 
clerk  in  their  office  and  that  he  stated  to  some- 
body that  he  thought  that  if  the  Railroad  Com- 
missioners were  called  upon  to  decide  tbe  case 
they  would  decide  tne  gr&ae  to  remain  as  it  is 
now. 

Mr.  Train — My  information  came  f.otn  one  of 
the  Ri ilroad  Commissioners  instead  of  a  clerk. 

Mr.  Page — That  was  the  way  the  information 
came  to  the  committee.  But  I  contend  that  some 
official  decision  should  be  given  by  somebody  be- 
fore anythivij,  is  done. 

Mr.  Flynn— I  desiie  to  state  that  this  matter  has 
been  quite  fully  discussed  by  the  Committee  on 
Streets  at  two  or  three  noeetii.es.  Some  two  or 
three  months  ago  Mr.  Talbot  was  deputized  to  go 
to  the  Railiodd  Commissioners  and  try  togetsonie 
agreement  as  .o  GQe  change  of  the  grade  of  the 
road,  but  he  has  been  unsuccessful.  He  has  aiso 
been  befoie  the  Railroao  Commissioners  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  commitiet ,  anu  I  know  that  Alder- 
man C'ark  has  done  everything  he  can  to  get  tbe 
quesiion  of  giade  settled. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16 — As  1  am  the  member  of 
the  Committee  ou  Stieets  lefened  to  by  the  gen- 
tleman fiom  Waid  9, 1  wish  to  state  that  at  the 
meeting  of  the  committee  we  had  not  discussed 
the  matter  a  great  deal,  and  I  was  not  satisfied 
taat  everything  had  been  done  that  should  be  to 
settle  the  tnatier.  Being  pressed  to  a  vote,  and 
notwisbingto  vote  for  anything  I  did  not  ap- 
prove of  then,  I  voted  no,  and  the  minority  report 
cane  in  with  mv  name  upon  it.  By  some  reason 
tbe  report  was  not  presented  that  evening, 
and  before  tbe  next  meeting  I  satisfied  myself 
that  everytning  had  been  done  that  cou  d  be,  and 
that  it  v  oulabe  dettimentai  to  the  city's  interest 
to  delay  longe  r.  I  therefore  withdrew'  my  nana 
fron  the  minority  report. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7 — As  I  said  before,  I  am 
heartily  in  f»  vor  of  S  ■»  ett  street,  and  I  think  the 
city  will  be  obliged  to  pay  all  tb^  expense  coa- 
nected  with  the  measure,  and  I  should  be  wiling 
to  vote  for  it,  becau-e  this  street,  it  laid  out,  will 
be  for  the  benefit  of  the  city  and  not  for  the  bene- 
fit of  tbe  railroad.  I  think  the  railroad  has  rhe 
same  rights  m  regard  to  laying  out  this  street  that 
a  private  individual  has.  I  am  not  opposed  to  the 
passage  of  the  ord^r  because  it  will  entail  all  the 
expense  of  layi  g  out  and  bridging  tie  street 
upoa  the  city.  Three  months  ago  this  amendment 
was  adopted  which  it  is  now  proposed  to  rescind, 
and  it  appears  that  dudog  that  time  ab- 
solutely LOthrug  has  been  done.  One  sectiou 
of  rhe  act  provides  that  in  case  of  difference  be- 
tween the"  railroad  and  the  ci  v,  they  shall  ap- 
ply to  :  oe  Railroad  Commis  ioneis,  who  shall  fix 
the  grade  as  will  best  suit  tne  requirements  of 
public  inteiest, — if  the  city  and  tbe  railroad  aaree 
as  to  the  grade,  th  re  will  be  no  need  of  that. 
As  I  uudestand  it,  the  city  hasn't  agreed  wiih 
the  railroad,  and  tbe  commissioners  have  n't  been 
applied  to  if »  accordance  «ith  this  act  of  1874. 
Nothing  has  bee  o  done;  eveivthirigis  in  statu  quo, 
precis  ely  as  it  was  three  months  ago.  If  the  grade 
were  fixed  I  should  vote  for  this  order,  whether  the 
railroad  were  or  were  not  to  be  put  to  tbe  expense 
they  are  obliged  to  be  under  tuis  act,  because  I 
think  that  the  expense  of  laying  out  this  stret 
should  be  borne  by  the  citize  s  of  Bostoo,  for 
whose  benefit  *t  i-  to  be  ('one.  Furtner  than  that, 
this  was  n't  put  into  the  act  in  the  interest  of  the 
New  York  &  Naw  Engl  a  id  Railroad.  If  it  had 
been  done  in  1869, 1  might  think  differently;  but 
last  year  nobody  was. so  pooi  as  to  do  it  honor.  I 
think  it  was  raiher  for  the  deterioration  of  tbe 
railroad,  and  the  city  of  Boston  had  everything  its 
0¥/n  way;  ihe  railroad  was  perfectly  silent  and 
alio  •  ad  it  to  go  thi  ougb.  I  sball  be  compelled  to 
vote  against  ibis  order,  because  the  grade  of  the 
roa  i  is  not  fixed  as  it  ought  to  nave  been  done.  So 
far  as  the  act  is  concerned,  there  willbenr  difficul- 
ty in  getting  an  extension  ot  time,  unless  something 
i  terveues  to  make  it  an  object  tor  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton ;ogooo.  I  lemember  vthen  this  act  was  passed 
tnat  a  gentleman  moved  to  extead  the  time  to  two 
y?ars,andtwotnii  ds  of  those  who  voted  for  it  did  so 
to  please  aim.  The  gentleman  who  had  the  matter 
in  charge  was  \eiy  much  annoyed  about  it — the 
genthman  from  Ward  5  may  remember  it.    So 


JULY 


1875 


406 


the  matter  of  time  is  not  very  material  if  that 
agreement  is  entered  into  by  the  city  of  Boston 
and  the  abutters. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12— If  the  objection  to  this 
order  is  chat  the  graae  hasn't  been  fixed,  buc 
nevertheless  the  parties  are  willing  that  the  entire 
expense  sho^d  be  paid  by  tne  city>  I  can't  see 
what  strength  the  objection  his,  because  that 
proviso  mav  throw  the  whole  burden  upon  the 
city.  That  is  in  accordance  with  tfce  tenor 
or  the  gentleman's  remarks.  I  am  one  of 
those  » ho  think  the  city  ought  to  pav  the 
entiie  expease  of  this  strest.  Teat  amend- 
ment was  put  upon  the  bill  to  lestrict  a 
grade  crossing,  while  the  act  passed  in  1869 
allowed  one;  but  when  ihe  time  for  the  ex- 
tension came  the  Legislature  was  cot  in  the  hu- 
mor to  allow  it.  The  natural  way  io  bridge  that 
road  is  to  go  over  it;  it  is  very  seldom  you  put  a 
bridge  under  a  road,  esptcially  if  it  is  only  a 
few  feet  above  high-water  mart.  If  the  city 
should  enter  upon  that  property -to  construct 
Swett  street  it  has  a  perfect  right  to  go 
forward  and  build  a  bridge  ovei  the  rail- 
road. There  is  no  question  about  that.  Now, 
whnt  is  equivalent  to  that  in  point  of  expense? 
It  is  apparer.  t  co  everybody  that  10  put  the  street 
at  thirty  f»rt,  under  watsi,  is  altogether  an  ab- 
suidity;  it  is  not  well  for  travel  or  business.  It  is 
shown  also  that  it  wUl  be  a  convenience  to  the 
railway  if  the  •rack  is  elevated  fourteen  or  fifteen 
feet.  Ths  city  officials  are  hampered  by  the  re- 
stric.ion,  acd  t  believe  they  are  horest  and  candid 
ai;d  cell  th*  truth.  The  whole  tiouble  we  have  in 
debating  this  qu-.stion  is  that  we  are  endeav- 
oring to  do  what  should  be  done  by  the 
Street  Committee  and  commissioners  in  private 
I  celieve  we  are  eofirely  safe  in  leaving  this  mat- 
ter co  th^  good  sense  and  judgment  of  the  Com- 
mittee ana  Commissioners  on  Streets.  That  is 
wl  ere  I  plant  myself.  It  is  impossible  for  me,  as 
a  member  of  this  Council,  to  acquaint  myself 
with  the  details  of  this  matter.  I  think  this  is  a 
gteat  project,  that  ch-5  City  Council  should  vote 
for  it  and  appropriate  the  moLey  f«r  it,  and 
place  it  in  the  hands  of  an  executive  com- 
mittee to  do  it  as  it  should  be  done.  It  is  absurd 
tor  us  to  go  into  ell  the  details.  I  dou't  believe 
the  railroad  company  have  the  fee  in  the  track  of 
tbo.t  railroad  ;  we  can  cross  it  at  any  time,  for  we 
have  ihe  right  by  la 'V.  Ihe  City  Council  should 
go  forward  and  construct  that  highway,  and  I  be- 
lieve the  Committee  and  Commissionsrs  on  Streets 
will  see  ttiat  none  of  the  money  is  wasted.  I  will 
not  allov  ucys.  If  to  presume  that  these  gentle- 
men will  allow  the  city's  noney  to  be  frittered 
away.  I  tbi.  k  they  will  co  theii  duty  tn  this 
case  as  they  have  m  others;  and  if  mere  is  to  be 
any  advantage  gained  by  the  city  it  will  be  done. 
I  hope  that  so  great  a  publi !  improvement  for  the 
benefit  of  the  section  of  the  city  in  which  I  live 
ana  of  the  whole  city  will  not  be  hampeied  by  any 
useless  restrictions. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7— My  objection  is  not 
on-  account  of  the  restrictions ;  they  were  not 
made  by  ms  or  the  Council,  but  bv  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  we  have  no  power  over  them.  What 
I  want  to  be  perfectly  informed  about 
is  wnether  the  preliminaries  have  been 
goi  e  througo  with.  I  am  willing  co  vote  for  the 
city  t"  pay  the  entire  expense.  Three  months 
have  passeu  r>v  and  nothing  has  been  doce.  If  it 
is  of  such  a  public  nec.-ssity  as  I  am  convinced  it 
is,  why  ire  tot  all  these  thii  gs  lone?  If  the 
rail  -oad  company  cannot  agr»e  with  the  <  ity,  why 
Dave  not  the  Railroad  Couimissioaeis  been  ap- 
plied ts.    It  is  a  sim  ale  thing  I  ask. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12 — I  am  fully  sati  fled  that 
the  reason  final  action  tic.s  not  been  tak>  n  in  this 
matter  is  that  it  will  place  the  city  to  a  disadvan- 
tage. I  want  that  distinctly  uncerstood.  Theoffi- 
eeis  representing  the  City  Government  are  pru- 
dent, and  have  ascertained  th?it  it  will  be  an  ele- 
ment of  disadvantage  to  foHow  out  those  lestric- 
tions.  I  atD  thoroughly  satisfied  tbat  if 
the  reetrictions  are  adhered  to,  tfce  city 
will  be  placed  at  a  disadvantage.  Hav- 
ing s>een  our  mistake  I  think  we  would 
better  take  the  back  track,  and  leave  the  car- 
rying out  of  the  work  ia  pioper  hands,  trusting 
and  believing  that  they  viiTsea  that  (here  is  no 
waste  of  money.  That  is  why  I  take  the  -position 
I  do.  I  am  Lot  fully  informed  of  the  details;  and 
I  don't  desire  to  know  them,  ard,  unless  I  have 
lost  faith  in  the  servants  of  'he  city,  I  will  vot* 
them  all  the  money  they  desire.  When  I  snail 
have  lost  faith  is  them,  I  will  look  out  for  them. 
The  committee  think  it  wise  to  remove  tne  restric- 


tions, because  thev  place  the  city  at  a  disadvan- 
tage, and  I  believe  they  are  right. 

The  pievious  question  was  ordered  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Sampson  of  Ward  10,  and  the  motion  to  sub- 
stitute the  minority  report  for  the  majoritv  was 
lost— yeas  14,  nays  51. 

Yeas— Anderson,  Beal,  Fitzgerald,  Guild,  Kim- 
ba-H,  Loring,  Page,  Peabody,  Fierce,  Sampson, 
Sprague,  Sweetser,  Thacher,  Wadswortb— 14. 

Nays— Bsrry,  Bent,  Brackett,  Burditt,  Burgess, 
Cavley,  Clarke,  Collins,  Co\le,  Curtis,  Cushman, 
Damon,  Devereux,  Duggan,  Edwards,  Felt,  Fitz- 
patrick,  Flynn,  Goldthwait,  Harngan,  Hicks, 
Hi-cock,  Howes,  Kellev,  Kingsbury,  Ki^gsley, 
Laopen,  Leighton,  Mooney,  Morrison,  Murray, 
Newton,  Noyes,  Osborne,  Parkpr,  Perkins,  Power, 
Rice,  Shaw,  Siblev,  Stacey,  Train,  Tiuli,  Wal- 
briuge,  Waish,  Whitcomb,  Whitmore,  Wilbur, 
Willcurt,  Wilson,  Woods— 51. 

The  order  was  then  passed. 

A  motion  to  reconsider,  by  Mr.  Flynn,  was  lost. 

Sent  up. 

VEGETABLE  MARKET. 

The  special  assignment  foi  9  P.  M.,  viz.,  major- 
ity acd  ini  aority  reports  on  a  vegetable  maiket 
(City  Doc.  Nos.  75  and  81),  ^-as  tak-  a  up. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  to  substitute  the 
minority  for  the  majority  report. 

Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11— I  have  read  the  report 
of  the  majoiity  of  the  conimittte  quiie  carefullv, 
and  I  am  sorry  to  say  thar  1  disagree  with  it  in 
almost  evory  feature.  When  this  matter  first 
came  ur  for  aiscu  sio  .,  the  subject  at  i«sue  seem- 
ed to  be  whether  it  was  advisable  for  the  city  of 
Boston  to  establish  ij  vegetable  maiiret, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  India-wharf 
corporation  were  doing  a  smilar  business  on 
thQir  own  acco  a^t  —  hat  is,  whether  the 
city  should  eoter  i  to  competition  with 
private  individuals  in  the  market  business.  This 
point  was  undT  di"cu«sion,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed and  hearings  were  had.  I  have  been 
through  the  report  of  tne  majori  y,  and  I  don't 
ft aa  the  slightest  allusion  to  ic  except  indirectly 
in  a  quotation  from  the  report  of  a  committee 
rome  teu  years  ago.  On  tbs  other  hand,  they  as- 
sui  ;e  ihat  it  is  necessary  for  the  city  to  en. cr  in- 
to the  vegerable-marltet  business,  and  that  Mer- 
cantile wharf  is  the  oest  iocahty,  and  there- 
fo.e  ic  is  best  to  secure  it.  I  doD't  know 
anything  about  the  location.  The  question  is 
whether  it  is  best  to  continue  th"  market  busi- 
ness, and  o.i  that  point  I  am  satisfied  that  it  is 
not.  The  repoit  of  the  majority  is  highly  illogical, 
asltruscl  maybe  able  to  show.  On  pages  9, 10 
aod  11  the  committee  enter  into  a  long  discussion, 
filled  out  with  details  ar.o  figures,  to  show  tha-. 
Faneuil  Hall  Market  has  been  a  profitable 
pecuniary  investment  for  the  city  or  Boston, 
and  that  during  th«  la  t  forty-four  years  it 
has  paid  eight  per  cent,  on  the  money  originally 
invested.  On  page  11,  quoting  the  report  of  1865, 
chey  say — 

•'The  fact  so  often  advert  0  to,  that  the  stalls  in 
Fateuil  Hill  Market  always  command  a  premium, 
shows  that  the  demand  for  market  facilities  ex- 
ceeds the  supply,  &•  d  that  in  furnishing  them  the 
city  would  oot  only  make  a  good  pecuniary  in- 
vestment, but  would  aid  in  inci easing  tne  supply, 
a'  d  thereby  lessening  the  price  ot  the  necessaries 
of  lite." 

That  is,  the  committee,  by  inference,  would  lead 
one  to  believe  tLat  if  the  city  secured  Mercantile 
wharf,  they  would  also  secure  e.  property  that 
would  pay  eight  per  cent,  interest  on  tne  inr<;st- 
rnent,  as  Faneuil  Hall  has  done.  Oo  page  P  they 
say— 

"But  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  the  market 
at  India  wharf  will  be  permanent,  for  the  com- 
pany will  not  always  ba  satisfied  with  the  trifling 
income  which  the  rental  of  scmcis  yields  them. 
If,  therefore,  at  he  expiration  of  the  leasee  which 
Lave  bpen  civer,  or  at  any  time  thereafter,  it  ran 
sell  or  use  lis  land  so  as  to  bri.  g  a  larg  r  income, 
the  farmers  will  have  toieturn  to  the  crowded 
street'',  unless  some  other  place  is  provided  by  the 
city." 

That  is,  the  city  of  Boston  can  c-utv  on  the 
market  business  and  make  it  profitable,  and  if 
the  India-Wharf  corporation  undertake  to  do 
the  same  thing,  they  would  fail.  The  com- 
ooittes  do  not  show  any  reason  for  drawing  any 
such  conclusion  as  this.  It  is  purely  a  statement 
without  any  facts  to  baelr  it  up.  But  even  admit 
that  tbe  figures  on  Faneuil  Hall  Market  are  cor- 
rect, has  the  market  been  a  success?  Was  it  es- 
taolished  to  increase  the  value  of  the  propeity,  or 


407 


COMMON       COUNCIL. 


to  cheapen  the  prices  of  *the  articles  exchanged 
there  ?  I  have  in  my  hend  two  slips  of  paper,  oue 
from  the  Boston  Herald  and  one  from 
the  New  York  Advertiser,  showing  the  prices 
«>f  provisions  in  the  t«  o  markets  on  tne  same  day. 
By  comparing  them  I  hoc  tJaere  is  a  difference  of 
t>n  per  cent,  in  the  prices— ten  per  cent,  enes.per 
in  New  Xork  than  Boston.  Yet  the  committee  go 
on  to  say — 

"But  the  Committee  oaFres  Markets  of  1865,  ia 
their  report  (City  Doc.  No.  100)  give  3  table  show- 
ing the  prices  of  the  coief  commodities  in  Boston 
Albany,  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  from  which 
it  appears  that  nearly  every  article  v»asat  that 
time  cheaper  in  Boston'  than  m  the  other  cities 
named.  This  committee  have  bad  no  evidence  of 
any  change  in  the  relation  or  the  respective  prices 
iu  these  cities  to  each  other." 

Now,  sir,  it  would  n't  have  needed  one  (lav's  ex- 
amination to  convince  the  committee  of  the  un- 
truthfulness of  thisasseitioti.  It  is  not  true  as 
they  give,  it,  be  jause  it  is  altogether  inference.  It 
i<  palpable  today,  as  shown,  that  the  prices  are 
less  in  New  York  than  in  Boston.  Takii  g  those 
commodities  whi3b  the  working:  people  most 
need. — shoulder  of  muiton  in  New  York,  eight 
ceots;  in  Boston, ten;  round  of  beef,  eighteen 
cent**  there,  twenty  here  —  ttie  difference 
i6-  ten  per  cent,  in  tavor  of  New  York. 
These  are  not  fancy  cuts  or  gilt-edged 
pieces  of  bief;  they  are  wuat  the  poor  people  in 
this  city  buy,  «  hat  the  working  people  desire;  it- 
is  a  quality  of  food  that  suoald  be  procured  ar  tbe 
lowest  possible  price.  I  know  it  is  well  said  that 
tbe  leason  the  pii  f  s  of  beef  are  higher  in  Boston 
is  that  most  ot  the  cattle  come  from  Kentucky, 
and  not  from  Texas  and  Nebias"  a  as  in  New  York. 
This  might  hold  good  in  tbe  higher  kvnos  ot  meat, 
but  not  in  the  lower  grades.  It  might  oe  brought 
up  iu  fixing  the  highest  ii ices,  though  it,  cannot 
exist,  because  some  New  York  dealers  ire  said  to 
Cuiue  to  Boston  to  buy  toeir  supplies.  F.om  a 
somewhat  careful  consideration  of  tbis  subject,! 
am  satisfied  that  buying  in  tbe  Boston  market  by 
New  York  butcheis  is  tar  1  ss  than  leported.  No 
doubt  it  is  Gone  at  times,  but  it  is  at  times  when 
the  Boston  market  is  oversupplied  with  meat, 
which  is  scarcely  ever  the  case  in  New  York ;  but  I 
believe  that  the  sales  are  made  atprices  lower  than 
rbtain  in  the  Boston  market  at  the  time.  It  is 
following  out  the  system  of  the  dealer  in  oranges, 
who  when  the  market  was  glutted  threw  over- 
board one  cargo,  thinking  he  would  lose  more  on 
the  general  decline  tha'1  be  would  on  this  one  cargo. 
It  is  -iaid  that  as  we  had  begun  with  the  Faneuil 
Hall  Market  and  inaugurated  this  system,  it  is  nec- 
essary that  we  should  carry  ir  on.  Idonottliink 
tbere  is  any  force  to  this.  There  hasbeeofor 
years  past  a  universal  complaint  tnat  our  nation- 
al, State  ai,d  municipal  governments  aie  slowly 
coming  under  corrupt  influences  by  the  formation 
of  rings ;  and  I  s>  m  ot  opinion  that  the  only  way  so 
coirect  tbis  is  to  cm  tail  the  powers  of  government 
to  police  and  sanitary  3-egulatioos.  There  are 
some  measures  which,  from  their  universality, 
the  Government  should  uot  enter  into.  More 
than  tbis,  it  is  the  theory  of  our  Gov- 
ernment that  the  citizens  should  be  al- 
lowed to  can y  on  the  business.  I  am  thorough- 
ly convinced  of  the  fact  that  what  has  been  urged 
in  this  report  in  favor  of  a  vegetable  market 
might,  with  a  little  change  ot  phraseology,  be 
urged  for  the  sale  of  coa),  boots  and  shoes,  or 
what  ai-e  called  the  necessities  of  life.  In  view  ot 
the  fact  that  efforts  are  being  made  to  restrict  tbe 
poweis  of  government;  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
municiDal  markets  as  earned  on  in  this  city  have 
not  proved  a  success  to  the  people  at  large  ;in  view 
of  the  fact  that  our  syst -m  of  government. is  found  - 
ed  upon  the  principle  that  just  freedom  should  be 
given  to  private  enterprise,  I  say  that  this  ma- 
jority repoit,  whicb  is  neither  logical  nor  honest, 
should  not  be  passed. 

IVr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3  moved  to  specially  as- 
sign the  suoject  for  next  Monday  evening  at  8 
o'clock. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  to  make  the  time 
Thursday  evening,  at  8y2  o'clock, 

Mr.  Willcutt  of  Ward  17—1  trust  no  further 
postponement  will  be  made.  If  gentlemen  have 
not  heard  many  arguments  upon  this  floor  they 
have  hear'i  arguments  elsewhere,  for  ano  against 
tnis  order,  and  I  believe  we  understand  the  sub- 
ject as  well  as  if  r'?e  should  discuss  it  four  weeks. 
I  tiust  we  snail  come  to  a  vote,  and  I  move  the 
previous  question. 

The  main  question  was  ordered. 


A  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  by  Mr.  Morrison  of 
Ward  9,  wis  lost. 

The  motion  to  substitute  the  minority  for  the 
majority  repoit  was  lost;  the  report  of  the  ma- 
jority was  accepted  and  the  question  was  upon 
the  passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Flynn  offered  ao  amendment  providing  for 
a  bond  for  the  sale  of  the  land'  "for  a  period  of 
three  years,"  instead  of  ODe  year. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  raised  the  point  that  the  main 
question  had  been  ordered,  which  cut  off  amend- 
ments. 

A  brief  discussion  ensued,  and  the  President 
ruled  the  point  not  web  taken,  as  the  pievious 
question  was  ordered  on  the  accept  inee  oH  the 
majority  report. 

During  the  discussion  Mr.  Flyno  moved  to  ad- 
journ, whicn  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  14  yeas  to  39> 
na\s. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10-— I  hope  the  amend- 
ment will  not  prevail,  as  I  pi  esume  the  effeet  will 
be  to  virtually  kill  the  order.  I  don't  think  it  is 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  any  real-estate  owner 
would  be  willing  to  bond  his  land  for  three  years. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16—1  hope  tne  amendment 
will  prevail.  This  is  a  subject  noon  which  there 
is  an  u-mest  difference  of  opinion,  and  so  fci  as  I 
am  concerned,  I  am  very  much  in  doubt  how  to 
vote.  The  main  cousin eration  that  precludes  me 
from  voting  for  the  order  is  that  the  price  of  ths 
lan.d  is  $4.75  a  foot.  I  understand  the  land  is  as- 
sessed at  $2.75.  Now  I  know  from  assessments 
made  on  land  in  Ward  16,  with  the  value  of  which 
1  am  familiar,  that  the  assessors  have  either  been 
negligent  in  this  case,  or'over-zeF.lous  in  Ward  16, 
wheie  some  land  will  not  bring  seventy-five  per 
cent,  of  its  present  valuation. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  9 — I  would  simply  call  at- 
tention ro  the  fact  that  if  we  take  this  bond  we 
are  nor  obliged  to  buy  the  land  if  we  doa  t  want  it. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  hope  the  amejdmert 
v  ill  prevail  for  the  reason  that  only  within  a  short 
time  an  owner  in  Mercantile  wharf  has  said  that 
i',  was  the  intention  of  the  corporation  to  put  this 
land  upon  tbe  city.  It  would  be  fooli=h  to  at- 
tempt to  disguise  that  fact.  We  find  that  the 
whole  property  of  tne  Mercantile  Wharf  Corpora- 
tion consists  of  248,850  feet,  and  was  assessed  in 
May,  1874,  at  $2.50  pe<*  foot  on  162,350  feet,anc;  sev- 
entv-five  cents  per  foot  on  86,500  feet,  which  valu- 
S  tion  the  corporatioo  disputed.  Toe  market  value 
of  the  whole  property,  including  buildings,  was  in 
May,  1874,  $189,000,  being  1400  shares  at  $135  per 
share,  as  returned  to  the  Tax  Commissioner  of  the 
State  by  the  treasurer  of  the  corporation  uocer 
oath.  They  now  offer  to  sell  to  tbe  city  80,000 feet, 
or  less  than  one-third  of  their  land,  at  $4.75  per 
foot,  amoun ti/, g  to  tbe  enormous  sum  cf  $380,- 
000,  or  more  than  double  the  sworn  value  of 
their  whole  property.  It  is  a  fact  that 
the  treasurer  did  go  before  tbe  Assessors  and  <ry 
to  get  tbe.  valuation  reduced.  I  think  the  city 
should  lequire  them  to  give  a  bond  for  the  sale 
of  tbe  land  in  thiee  years,  as  well  as  the  lease  of 
it. 

Mr.  Willcutt  of  Ward  17—1  believe  the  city  will 
have  tbe  advantage  of  the  corporation  in  this 
matter.  Streets  have  been  laid  out  through  iheir 
property  already,  a od  the  proprietors  agree  not 
only  to  give  the  use  of  the  laud  fiee  for  three 
years,  but  to  pay  the  taxes  assessed  thereon,  so 
they  will  really  not  receive  any  income  from  it. 
dunrg  those'  toree  years.  These  matters  should 
all  be  taken  into  cocsideratioa,andthe  city  should 
oeal  fairly  with  the  corporation. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16— It  seems  to  me  that 
there  is  great  mcoQf  ruity  in  the  arrangement  of 
the  details  of  this  lease,  and  unless  the  amend- 
ment is  earned  I  shall  vote  against  the  order. 

Mr.  Deveieux  of  Ward  22 — This  question  is  so 
plain  that  I  cannot  see  how  gentlemen  tail  lo  un- 
derstand it.  The  market  value  of  the  land,  as 
stated,  is  $189,000,  and  now  ihey  ask  the  city  10 
purchase  one-half  that  territoiy  for  neaily  $400,- 
000.  For  one,  I  am  prepared  to  go  on  the  record 
voting  no  upon  that  que-tiou.  It  is  something 
as  reaily  akin  to  a  swindle  as  can  be 
described,  'the  owners  of  the  property  and  tbe 
people  who  are  engagrd  in  the  restauraat  busi- 
ness are  trying  to  sell  this  land  to  the  city.  The 
company  are  trying  to  get  nearly  $400,000  cut  of 
the  city,  when  their  whole  capital  stock  is  less 
than  $200,000.  Are  the  people  to  be  benefited  by 
it?  I  answer  emphatically,  No,  sir.  Who  werebe- 
fore  the  committee  to  give  evidence  on  this  ques- 
tion? Why  Peter  B.  Brigham  was  one  ot  tae 
first,  and  he  was  very  reluccant  to  sav  he  was 
worth    $500,000  or  $600,000 ;    he  was  there  to  say 
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what  was  a  fair  price  for  the  land..  Then  there 
was  Arioch  Weuts^orth,  who  with  greai.  gusto, 
stuck  his  thumbs  in  his  vest,  when  I  asked  him 
bow  much  he  was  worth,  arid  he  *ard  from  $700,000! 
to  $1,000,000.  On  cross-examination  we  found  he 
had  property  near  Mercantile  wharf.  He  was 
seeking  'Ms  private  pecuniary  interest.  The  pro- 
file were  not  there;  they  are  satisfied  with  the 
markets  we  have  between  India  and  Central 
wharves,  where  250  farmers  have  taken  leases 
for  three  years,  and  will  be  driveo  from  a  place 
where  they  are  now  contented,  if  the  city  vote  to 
tuy  th^s  lane  1  don't  see  why  the  city  should 
not  just  as  well  run  a  clothing  house,  or  go  into, 
the  clothing  trade  as  to  go  into  toe  market  busi- 
ness. 

Mi.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7— The  question  whether 
we  should  have  free  markets,  whether  private  in- 
dividuals should  control  them,  or  the  city  take 
care  of  them,  is  not  the  question  for  this  Council, 
now.  All  the  arguments  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  11  has  brought  here  in  regard  to  the  sya-, 
tern  are  very  well  in  ihe  abstract;  but  we 
are  in  the  market  business.  If  the  gentle- 
man's sentiments  were  concurred  in  by  this 
Council,  all  the  markets  would  be  closed.  Teat  is 
a  LI  his  argument.  The  market  system  his  been 
tried  profitably  in  Boston,  and  after  experiments 
in  both. ways  it  has  been  concluded  that  the  in- 
cividual  best  calculated  to  control  the  sale  of 
meat,  fish  and  vegetable?  is  the  city  of  Boston ; 
aud  we  have  finally  settled  down  to  it.  The  com- 
mittee found  the  city  m  the  maiket  business  and 
they  were  obliged  to  report  whether  or  not  it  is 
advisable  to  establish  a  vrgetable  market  in  this 
place.  Trie  city  nad  the  free  use  of  certain  procerty 
on  India  street,  and  the  time  expiiecl  on  the  1st  of 
May.  The  question  cane  whether  th-<  city  should 
'find  some  other  place  to  locate  the  market  tem- 
poranly,  and  perhaps  evet-tua'ly  buv  the  property 
a^d  perpetuate  tfje  market.  The  Committee  on 
Maikets  found  that  the  only  available  place  was 
the  Mercantile-wharf  property,  which  was  offered 
to  tne  city  for  three  years  tree  ot  rent,  and  the 
owneis  agreeing  to  pay- the  taxes  assessed  on 
it  duiing  that  time.  The  coaioaittee  thought 
that  tlie  Indra  Wharf  Corporation  were  rot  so 
rohilanthr rpic  as  to  maintain  a  market,  the  in- 
come fiom~»  Inch  would  not  pay  the  salary  of  the 
wharfinger.  They  have  $600,000  worth  of  land, 
with  two  hundred  sti  nds  at  a  maximum  rental  of 
$50  per  stand  oer  year,  or  $10,000  a  year  on  an  in- 
vestment of  $6000,000.  It  is  two  preposterous  to 
think  that  the  India  Wharf  Company  will  keep 
that  property  for  the  free  use  of  the  vegetable 
venders  of  Boston;  the  wharfinger  said 
they  would  do  nothing  of  the  kicd.  As 
a  member  of  the  committee,  I  came'  tothe  con- 
clusion that  the  dealers  would  ultimately  be 
turned  out  of  their  India-wharf  stands,  and 
would  come  to  the  city  ciying  for  a  place  io 
locate.  The  wharfinger  sai<t  thit  Washing-ton 
square  would  be  a  good-place,  but  I  am  inclined 
to  ihink  he  thought  it'  was  the  only  available 
plaoe  outside  of  India  wharf.  The  committee  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  proposed  bond.  They 
called  the  chairmen  of  the  committee?  on  Mar- 
kets and  Streets,  and  took  testimony  as  to  the 
value  of  the  land.  As  much  stress  has  been  laid 
on  this  subject,  if  gentlemen  wiP  consult  Docu- 
ment No.  75  they  will  se^  what  the  Committee  on 
Markets  say : 

"As  the  lease  of  the  India-wharf  property  ex- 
pires on  the  1st  or  May,  this  Board  is  now  called 
upon  to  determine  whether  it  shall  be  renewed 
upon  the  terms  offered  by  the  proprietor,  or 
whether  another  locality  shall  be  selected  upon 
terms  more  favor-able  to  the  city.  Numerous  pe- 
titions have  been  presented,  both  tor  and  against 
the  present  location;  and  your  committee  have 
given  rhe  subject  a  long  ad  pati«i.t  investiga- 
tion, with  a  view  to  toe  determinatioa  of  the 
question  in  th^-  manner  best  cal  ulated  to  pro- 
mote the  present  and  future  interests  of  our  citi- 
zftn'.  The  proprietors  of  the  India-wharf  prop- 
erty made  a  verbal  offer  to  lease  to  the  city 
tor  a  period  of  three  years,  about  one  hundred 
thousand  feet  of  their  la.no,  in  consideration  of 
their  being  relieved  of  the  taxes,  amounting;  to 
about  $6000  per  annum.  TttH  offer  h  -s  since  been 
formally  wrthorawn,  and  the  committee  are 
not  informed  as  to  the  terms  upon  which 
the  lease  of  these  grounds  would  be  renewed. 
The  Mercantile  Wharf  Corporation  have  agreed 
to  give  ths  city  the  fre  use  of  the  land,  bounded 
by  Atlantic  avenue,  Mercantile  street,  Clinton 
street  extended,  and  Richmond  street  extended, 


containing  about  80,000  square  feet,  for  a  term  of 
three  years  from  May  1, 1875,  paying  all  the  taxes 
assessed  thsreon  during  that  period;  also  to  give 
a  bond  to  convey  the  lands  to  the  city  within  one 
year  from  the  first  of  May  for  the  sum  of  $4.75  per 
square  toot,  and  a  proportional  part  of  the  taxes 
for  the  unexpired  term  of  the  bond.  This  agtee- 
'  ment  has  led  to  the  settlement  of  rhe  long-stand- 
ing controversy  between  the  corporation  and  the 
city,  growing  out  of  the  construction  ot  Atlantic 
avenue.  The  corporation  is  to  pay  the  ciiy  $75,000 
tor  fining,  sewerage  and, betterments,  give  all  of 
their  lands  included  within  the  lines  of  Clinton 
street  extended  in  a  straight  line  to  Atlantic  av- 
enue, and  Richmond  street  extended  from  Mer- 
cantile street  to  Atlantic  avenue,  m  a  line  sub- 
stantially parallel  with  Clinton  street.  By  this 
agreement  the  corporation  conveys  to  the  cit5, 
free  of  expense,  30,137  feet  of  latid,  which  is  taxed 
at  about  $2.75  per  foot." 

And  so  it  goes  onto  deal  whn  this  question. 
We  asked  what  their  opinion  was  as  to  the  price 
of  the  land,  and  I  well  remember  the  answer  of 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Streets.  He 
was  asked  it  he  thought  $4.75  per  foot  a  reasona- 
ble price,  and  he  answered  tha'-  it  was.  Some- 
body asked  why  the  assessors  did  n't  consider  it 
worth  so  much,  and  he  sat  ',  "I  consider  myself  as 
good  a  judge  of  ths  value  of  land  as  acy  green  man 
coming  up  here  to  City  Hall  and  soliciting  a  place 
merely  to  get  a  salary."  The  Street  Coma  issioners 
said  the  company  t<ied  to  make  them  believe  the 
land  was  wot  to  $5  a  foot,  hut  thi  y  came  cown  to 
$4.75.  The  original  order  was  merely  to  accept 
the  proposition  to  lease  the  land  for  tbiee  years, 
but  the  chairman  ot  the  Committee  on  Markets 
thought  it  might  be  well  in  the  future  to  buy  this 
land,  and  they  agreed  to  give  a  bond  for  the  sale 
of  the  land.  The  city  need  n't  buy  the  land  if  it 
don't  want  it.  The  order  gives  the  free  use  of 
the  property  to  the  city  lor  thife  years,  aod 
there  is  no  business  man  in  this  Cojneii  out  world 
willingly  take  such  an  offer.  The  corporation  is 
bound  to  sell  to  the  citv  at  the  eii'i  of  one  year,  if 
the  city  wants  it,  but  the  city  is  not  ooliged  to 
buy.  If  that  is  n't  a  fat*  proposi  tioi  ,  I  don't  Kno  w 
what  is.  The  commitiee  took  their  views  from 
tnose  who  knew  better  than  they  did.  From  those 
who  came  before  us  for  argument,  we  did  n't  get 
half  the  evidence  we  wanted  ;  it  wa:.  about  thepnee 
of  potatoes,  and  not  about  the  necessity  tor  a  mar- 
ket there.  Iaskeo  them  about  that,  butthey  didn't 
know  about  it.  I  don't  think  it  is  any  argument 
agai  st  the  majority  report  that  a  man  worth  a 
mil 'ion  dollars  came  up  to  advocate  it.  If  a  man 
paying  taxes  on  a  million  dollars  m  this  city 
advocates  this  order  I  think  it  is  rather  evidence 
in  favor  of  its  passage 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Flynn  (providing  that 
the  hood  for  the  sale  or  the  land  shall  be  for 
three  years)  was  adopted — 27  for,  23  against— ana 
the  order  was  pas-ed  ia  the  folio s?iag  torm: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Aldermen  be  au- 
thoiized  to  establish  a  market  for  the  sale  of  pro- 
visions ana  perrshable  produce  on  the  lands 
owned  by  the  Mercantile  Wharf  Corporation,  sit- 
uated and  "ying  between  Atlantic  avenue  and 
Mercantile  etieet,  containing:  80.000  square  feet, 
more  or  less,  with  authority  to  make  regulations 
for  the  control  and  maoagement  thereof,  to  the 
same  extent  that  said  Braid  is  now  authorized  by 
ordinance  to  make  legislations  concerni  g  Fan- 
euil  Hall  Market;  provided  that  the  said  Mercan- 
tile Wharf  Corr  or, -.tion  will  giv<;  tb--  city  a  lease 
of  said  lauds  frae  of  rent,  for  a  period  of  three 
years  from  the  first  cay  ot  May,  1875,  and  will 
agree  to  pay  the  taxes  assesseo  thereon  by  the 
city  during  the  term  of  sard  lea°e,  and  will  also 
give  a  bond  to  conve\  the  said  lands  to  the  city  at 
any  time  within  a  period  of  three  year*  from  the 
first  day  of  May,  1875,  for  the  sum  of  four  dollars 
and  seventy-five  cents  per  square  foot,  and  a  pro- 
portional part  of  the  taxes  for  the  unexpired 
term  of  trie  bond.  And  the  Mayor  i-<  hereby  au- 
thorized, in  behalf  of  the  city,  to  *  xecute  the  said 
lease  from  the  Mercantile  Wharf  Corooration. 

A  motion  to  reconsider,  by  Mr.  Sampson  of 
Waid  10,  was  lost. 

Sent  up. 

Subsequently,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sampson,  the 
onier  for  a  transfer  of  $12,000  from  the  reserved 
fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Markets,  for  the 
purpose  of  grading,  for  market  purposes,  the 
lands  leased  to  the  city  bv  the  Mercantile  Wharf 
Corcoration,  was  tali  en  from  the  table  ana  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  in  concur- 
rence. 
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,  COMMON       COUNCIL 


OPEN  AIR  CONCERTS. 

Mr.  Wilsoo  of  Ward  12  ottered  tne  following: 

Ordpred.  That  Messrs. ,   with  such  as  the 

Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  a  committee  to 
provide  evening  concercs  during  the  two  ensuimr 
months  upon  the  Common  and  public  squares  of 
the  cifcv,  toe  expense,  not  exceeding  $3000,  to  he 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Incidental  Ex- 
penses. 

In  reply  to  a  question  by  Mr.  Cawley,  Mr.Wilson 
said  his  object  was  to  have  the  distribution  of  the 
music  equaly  in  all  parts  of  the  city. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  passed — 
yeas  47,  nays  5. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Anderson,  Barry,  Beal,  Bent, 
Brackett,  Burge:s,  Cawley,  Coyle,  Curtis,  Gush- 
ing, Damon,  Devereux,  Ed wai  ds,  Felt,  Fitzgerald, 
Fitzpatrick,  Flynn,  froldthwait,  Hick?,  Hiscock, 
Howes,  Keliey,  Kimball.  Kingsbury,  Kiugsley, 
Lappen,  Moobey,  Murray,  Newton.  Noyes,  Os- 
borne. Parker,  Power,  Rice,  Sibley,  Sprague, 
Stacey,    Sweetser,     Train,    Trull,     Wadsworth, 


Walbridge,  Walsh,  Whitcomb,  Whitmore,  Will- 
cutt,  Wilson— 47. 

Nayo— Messrs.  Burdiit,  Morrison,  Perkins, 
Sampson,  Wilbur— 5. 

sent  up. 

Messrs.  Wilson  of  Waid  32,  Noyes  of  Ward  5 
and  Train  of  Ward  13  were  appointed  on  said 
committee. 

EXCURSION. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5,  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  a  committee,  consisting  of  the 
President  and  five  members  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil ha  appointed  to  matce  arrangements  tor  an  ex- 
cursion of  the  members  of  the  Common  Council, 
the  expense  attending  the  same  to  be  assessed 
upon  and  borne  by  the  members. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Messrs.  Noyes  of  Waid  5,  Morrison  of -Ward  9, 
Cawley  of  Ward  2,  Whitmore  of  Ward  4  and  Sta- 
cey of  Waid  21  were  appointed  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Paiker  of  Ward  14,  the  Coun- 
cil adjourDed. 
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BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JULY    19,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock,  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Public  Weigher— William  A.  Ronndy. 

Special  Police  Officers— Matthew  J.  Callahan, 
Eastern-avenue  Bridge;  Patrick  Magovem,  35 
Hawkins  street  and  its  vicinity;  B.  B.  Keyes,  Old 
South  Cburch  and  its  vicinity! 

PROPOSED  STATUE  OF  JOSIAH  QUINCY. 

The  following  was  received: 

To  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  City  of  Boston : 
Gentlemen — In  1861  the  city  received,  under  the 
will  of  Jonathan  Phillips,  the  sum  of  $20,000,  the 
income  from  which  was  to  be  expended  in  adorn- 
ing and  embellishing  the  streets  and  public  puces. 
In  accepting  the  bequest  the  City  Council  author- 
ized the  Board  of  Aldermen,  wirh  the  approval  of 
the  mayor,  to  expend  the  income  in  accordance 
with  the  terms  of  the  trust.  No  expenditure  has 
been  made  from  the  income  ue  to  this  time,  and 
the  amount  subject  to  the  order  of  your  Board  on 
the  first  of  May  last  was  $18,160,  a  sum  sufficiently 
large  to  make  it  proper  for  you  to  consider  the 
manner  in  which  the  wishes  of  the  testaror 
shall  be  executed.  Although  the  City  Govern- 
ment can,  under  the  terms  of  the  will, 
spend  the  money  annually  for  adornments 
of  a  temporary  character,  it  would  seem 
to  be  more  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of 
the  trust  to  invest  it  ouly  in  permanent  works  of 
art  or  beauty,  and  this  I  conceive  to  have  been 
the  object  of  those  who  have  preceded  us  allowing 
the  fund  to  accumulate  until  it  could  be  expended 
in  a  manner  to  do  honor  to  tne  generosity  of  the 
founder.  In  calling  your  attention  to  the  subject 
at  this  time,  permit  me  to  suggest  that  this  money 
affords  an  opportunity  for  carrying  out  a  proposi- 
tion which  has  been  frequently  made,  namely,  to 
erect  a  statue  in  front  of  the  City  Hall,  on  the 
right  of  the  entrance  from  School  street.  Among 
those  who  have  been  mentioned  as  daseiving  sub- 
jects for  such  commemoiatioo,  Josiah  Quincy 
stauds  foremost  in  the  extent  ana  value  of  ser- 
vices rendered  this  municipality ;  and  there  would 
be  a  special  fitness  in  using  this  money  for  the 
purpose  of  doing  him  honor. 

Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott,  to  a 
SDecial  commiitee,  consisting  ot  Aldermen  Pres- 
cott, Pope  and  Viles. 

HEARINGS  ON  SEWERS. 

The  orders  of  notice  on  expediency  of  construct- 
ing sewers  in  Everett  avenue,  Dorchester;  in  Han- 
cock street,  between  Dudley  and  Columbia  streets ; 
in  Walnut  avenue,  between  Cobden  street  and  Eg- 
leston  square;  and  ia  Townsend  street,  between 
Codman  park  and  Washington  street,  were  con- 
sidered, and  no  one  appearing  to  object  thsy  were 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Seweis. 

Orders  of  notice  of  intention  to  take  lands  for 
sewers  from  the  parties  named  were  considered, 
as  follows:  Stephen  M.  Allen,  for  the  Notre 
Dame-street  sewer;  Heury  Humphrey,  Charles  A. 
Gieeu  and  Benjamin  Burlingame,  for  the 
Humphrey-street  sewer;  J.  Amory  Cocman 
and  tbe  heirs  of  Henry  Codman,  for  the  Braer- 
don-street  sewer;  John  G.  Albright  aDd  other 
persons  unknown,  lor  the  Albright-court  sewer; 
Charles  A.  Green  and  other  persons  unknown, 
for  the  Berkeley-place  and  Hamlet-street  sewer. 

On  the  Note  Dame-street  sewer,  Stephen  M. 
Allen  said  that  so  far  as  the  right  of  way  is  con- 
cerned he  would  convey  the  fee  to  the  city,  leav- 
ing no  objection  to  that;  but  he  saw  no  necessity 
for  the  sewer  in  that  and  other  streets  in  the 
vicinity. 

No  one  else  appeared  *;o  object,  and  the  orders 
were  severally  recommitted  to  tbe  Committee  on 
Sewers. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Robert  Codman, 
for  a  sewer  in  Kil by  street  near  Exchange  place. 

To  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  North- 
ampton-street District.  Alvin  G.  Bartlett,  notice 
of  surrender  to  tbe  city  of  his  land  on  FeUowes 
street. 


To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  Herman  Frank- 
insteio,  for  license  as  pawnbroker. 

John  C.  Stiles,  for  leave  to  extend  his  line  of 
omnibuses  from  the  corner  of  Hawley  and  Sum- 
mer streets  through  Summer  to  High  street  and 
through  High  street  to  Rowe's  wharf  on  Atlantic 
avenue,  and  return. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Survey  and  In- 
spection of  Buildings.  Thomas  Keyes,  for  leave 
to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  58  Broadway, 
Ward  7. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Henry  Co- 
hen, to  be  paid  for  injury  doce  to  his  son  during 
passage  of  procession  of  June  17. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden 
stables  as  follows :  William  Boyd,  new,  one  horse, 
18  Notre  Dame  street;  C.  D.  Hubbard,  new,  six 
horses,  Terrace  avenue,  Ward  1;  Mrs.M.  Harring- 
tQo  (occupy  and  move),  four  horses,  on  Wall 
street,  rear  292  Bunker  Hill  lane;  Daniel  Sharkey, 
old  stable,  two  horses,  at  517Medford  street,  Ward 
22;  J.  T.  Dacey,  new  stable,  two  horses,  Neponset 
avenue,  Ward  16;  Joseph  H.  Beal,  new  stable, 
two  horses,  Whitfield  street,  corner  Wheatland 
avenue. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  William  R.  Cav- 
anagh,  for  leave  to  move  a  wooden  building  from 
179  and  181  West  Broadway  to  corner  of  C  and 
Bolton  streets. 

Petitions  for  Brick  Sidewalks— Horatio  B.  At- 
nold,  23  West  Cottage  street;  William  H.  Bangs, 
Crescent  avenue,  near  Carleton  street ;  Margaret 
Lynch,  204-208  F  street ;  Henry  C.  Short,  21  West 
Cottage  street;  Patrick  Murphy,  118-122  Cabot 
street. 

Mary  Barry,  for  abatement  of  edgestone  assess- 
ment at  corner  of  Bolton  and  D  streets,  South 
Boston. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  granting  thirty-ninth  location  of  Metro- 
politan Railroad,  viz.,  a  turnout  on  Tremont 
street,  near  Hillside  atenue.    Passed. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  FOR  CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Petition  of  J.  W.  Kimball.     Referred. 

Ordinance  in  addition  to  an  ordinance  in  rela- 
tion to  streets,  provloing  for  the  removal  of  snow 
and  ice  from  sidewalks  of  tenement  houses. 
Passed. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Water,  with  orders: 
1.  To  accept  chapter  202  of  acts  of  1875,  relat- 
ing to  a  sewer  in  Mystic  Valley.  2.  To  ac- 
cept chapter  400  of  acts  of  1874,  relating  to  con- 
struction of  storage  basins  in  the  Mystic  Valley. 
Report  accepted  and  orders  passed. 

Order  to  amend  the  Joint  Rules  and  Orders  of 
the  City  Council  by  providing  for  joint  committee 
of  two  Alderm<-n  and  three  members  of  the  Com- 
mon Cou .  cil  on  the  City  Registrar's  Department. 
Passed. 

Executive  communication  nominating  William 
H.  Whitmore  and  William  S.  Anpleton  as  record 
commissioners,  pursuant  to  provision^  of  ordi- 
nance passed  July  6, 1875,  and  confirmation  of  same 
by  the  Council.    Concurred. 

Orders  for  Committee  on  Common,  etc., 
to  expend  $228  for  rustic  flower  stands; 
$195.56  for  fountain  on  Independence  square, 
etc. ;  $650  for  concrete  walks  and  $400  for  sods; 
said  sums  to  be  transferred  from  acpropriation 
for  Labor  on  Common,  etc.,  came  up!  referred  to 
Committee  on  Finance.    Concurred. 

Order  to  convey  to  Samuel  Marshall  seventy 
feet  of  land,  with  fence,  adjoining  the  Quincy 
School  estate,  on  payment  therefor  of  $5  per 
square  foot.    Passed. 

The  order  heretofore  passed  by  this  Board  to 
establish  a  Produce  Market  en  Mercantile  wharf 
came  up  concurred,  with  this  amendment— strike 
out  the  words  "one  year  from  the  first  day  of  May, 
1875,"  and  insert  "said  period  of  three  years." 
(See  City  Doc.  No.  75.)    Concurred. 

LIQUOR    LICENSES. 

An  order  came  up  fqr  the  License  Commission- 
ers to  report  to  tbe  Citv  Council  the  names  and 
places  of  business  of  all  persons  who  have  applied 
to  them  for  licenses;  also  the  names  and  places  of 
business  of  all  persons  to  whom  licenses  have 
been  granted,  together  with  the  classes  of  such 
licenses;  and  that  similar  reports  be  hereafter 
made  monthly. 

Alderman  Wortliington  moved  that  the  order 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

Alderman     Power      believed     an      indefinite 

postponement  the   proper   action.     As    it     wa9 

omething  of   which  the  City  Council  have  no 
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control,  be  did  not  believe  in  wasting  time  over 
it. 

Alderman  Worthbgtoj  said  thac  while  he 
would  probably  agree  with,  that  suggestion, 
coarcesv  for  the  Council  demanded  that  the  Board 
should  take  a  little  time  to    conside.    the    order. 

Alderman  Prescott  said  be  would  have  some- 
thing to  say  on  the  question  of  indefinite  post- 
ponement, though  not  objecting  tD  the  order  ly- 
ing on  the  table. 

The  oroei  was  laid  on  the  table — 6  for,  5 against. 

SWETT  STREET. 

A  report  of  Committee  on  Streets  recommend- 
ing passage  of  order  to  rescind  so  much  of  the  or- 
der for  the  construction  of  Swett  street  as  pro- 
vices  that  no  part  ot  the  money  shall  be  expended 
until  the  grade  of  the  New  York  &  New  England 
Railroad  shall  be  fixed  by  the  Railroad  Commis- 
sioner:, or  an  agreement  betwesn  the  railroad 
and  city;  also  a  minority  repoit,  recommending 
the  lecocnmitmei.t  of  tee  subject. 

The  que  tion  was  on  concurrence  i.i  trie  passage 
of  the  order  recommended  bv  the  majority. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  inov.-  that  the  considera- 
cior-  of  the  subject  be  postponed  till  the  next 
meeting  of  cheBoatd,  at  five  o'clock  P.M.  My 
reasons  are  the  same  that  were  so  well  given  by 
the  Alderman  from  Ward  12  at  the  last  meeting 
for  laying  over  the  order  la  regard  to  the  Water 
Power  Company :  The  city  entered  into  a  contrast 
with  the  Water  Power  Company,  and  it  is  now 
proposed  to  make  a  change  iu  the  terms  of  settle- 
ment with  the  company.  This  order  for  laving 
out  Swett  street  was  passed  by  the  City  Council 
with  certain  restrictions  and  conditions  which 
this  order  propose*  to  alter.  For  one  I  would  like 
more  time  to  look  into  it  than  I  could  give  to  the 
subject  ounng  the  past  week. 

Aloerrnan  Worthington — It  seems  to  me  that 
this  Board  of  Aldermen  and  the  City  Government 
have  had  time  enough  to  consider  this  subject  of 
Swett  street,  ana  that  we  are  sufficiently  posted 
to  pa-.s  this  order  and  coaoraeoce  the  wo. k,  so  that 
itm^ybe  pushed  ahead  this  summer.  It  will  be 
remenbered  that  the  abutters  on  Swett  street 
that  is  to  be  have  given  bonds  amounting  to 
$60,000  in  cash  and  $40,000  iu  l^nd,  to  be  paid  in 
case  the  street  -is-,  built  before  the  1st  of  July, 
1876;  they  will  pay  that  amount  of  money 
and  give  thi.t  quantity  of  land.  If  it  is  not 
finished  at  that  time,  we  lose  that  money.  This 
subject  has  been  before  the  Government  tor  l  ear- 
ly a  year;  1  might  say  almost  once  every  wvek, 
andl  may  say  once  a  month  at  least,  the  Alder- 
man has  been  here  and  debated  it,  aud  I  hava  no 
doubt  he  is  well  ported  upon  it,  foi  when  an  im- 
portant matter  comes  us  he  is  generally  well  in- 
formed upon  it.  Ic  is  well  known  that  this  is  a 
repeal  of  a  single  clause  in  regard  to  the  Boston, 
Hartford  &  Erie  Railroad,  which  is  now 
in  a  tiansition  state,  a  d  the  trustees  £,ie 
uoable  to  make  any  contracts.  If  the  matter  con- 
tinues in  this  way  we  shall  lose  everything  we  ex- 
pecttogainby  the  bonds.  The  case  is  precisely  this: 
It  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  city  of  Boston,  «,nd  not 
lor  the  be.iefit  of  the  railroaa,  who  are  corner,  ted 
as  they  are.  The  city  ought  not  to  call  upon  them 
to  spend  mouey  there,  for  the  reason  that  the  rail- 
road tr.ck  is  in  good  condition,  and  we  require 
it  to  be  raised  for  the  improvement  ot  the  whole 
territory.  There  is  no  i eason  wny  we  should  call 
UDon  the  road  to  spend  five,  ten  or  fifteen  thou- 
sand dollars  to  raise  tbeir  track  any  more  than 
we  would  a  private  citizen.  There  is  a  clause  in 
toe  original  order  i  equirmg  the  committee  to  ne- 
gotiate with  them,  which  I  think  would  amount 
to  nothing,  for  the  reason  that  they  will  decline, 
for  good  cause,  to  pay  money  for  the  improve- 
ment of  thac  te'ritoty  for  tne  citizens  of  Boston. 
This  improvement  is  to  benefit  the  propeity  of  the 
citizens  of  Boston  s-ud  not  the  railroad.  There- 
fore I  hope  the  order  will  pass  todav,  and  chat  the 
imptoveme..t  will  be  completed  before  the  1st  of 
July,  that  we  may  bring  all  that  territory  to  an  in- 
creased valuation  for  taxation.  Icau  noc  only  see  a 
gain  to  the  city  of  Bo°ton  in  an  increased  value 
of  the  property  for  taxation,  but  tneie  will  be  a 
positive  benefit  in  our  being  afrU?  to  put  a  sewer 
through  there  to  carry  off  the  sewage  toat  is  so 
much  complained  of  at  toe  South  End.  Ob1.v  ls,st 
week  an  order  was  put  in  here  to  spend  $10,000  to 
dredge  Roxbury  Canal,  wbich  must  be  done  at 
once.  There  is  no  escape  from  it — it  is  so  gre?.t  a 
nuisance  to  the  city.  If  Swett  street  is  carried 
tbrongo  we  can  put  in  a  sewer  there,  and  carry 
the  sewage  from  West  Roxbury  and  the 
Highlands     out     to     deep     water;        and     we 


cannot  do  that  too  soon.  We  how  have 
commissioners  specially  appointed  to  consider 
this  sewerage  question  ;  tbey  have  bad  a  meeting 
here  today,  and  one  of  the  hading  features  of  the 
system  that  tbey  will  recommend  will  be  that  this 
sewer  be  carried  through  to  deep  water  at  the 
eaiiiest  possible  moment.  Therefore,  Ihooe  we 
shall  consider  the  order  today,  and  pass  it. 

Alderman  Quincy—  I  hope,  sir,  that  this  matter 
wi.l  be  argued  and  explained  today,  if  it  can  be, 
rather  than  have  it  postponed  till  the  next  m.  ec- 
ing.  It  seems  to  me  that  there  is  a  difference 
becween  this  matter  and  that  of  the  contract 
with  the  Water  Power  Company.  J'bat  was  rather 
a  complicaled. matter,  requiring  a  good  deal  of 
study  to  understand,  and  gentlemen  who  werenot 
in  the  Government  last  year  »ere  justified  in  ask- 
ing for  a  week's  delav.  In  this  case,  it  seems  to 
me,  the  point  in  the  proviso  is  narrowed  down  co 
a  vetv  simple  one  which  every  oi;e  can  under- 
stand—Shall we  or  shall  we  not  proceed  to  spend 
smy  money  before  the  Raihoad  Commissioners 
have  made  this  decision?  I  confess  I  am  not  at 
this  moment  convinced  as  to  the  propriety  of  this 
amendment;  but  I  think  I  can  be  convinced 
whether  or  uot  tbe  city  is  safe  i-j  going  on  and 
spending  the  money  witaout  making  this  agree- 
ment betorea  nd  or  not.  The  question  seems  so 
simple  thac  gentlemen  must  be  capable  of  explain- 
ing it  tbis  afterooon,  so  that  v  e  may  act  upon  it 
intelligently.  I  think  it  ought  not  tobUpost- 
poned,  for  if  we  are  going  to  take  action  at  all,  it 
should  be  done  at  oace. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  did  n't  make  the  motion  I 
did  for  the  sake  of  factious  opposition  to  this  or- 
der. My  views  have  been  fully  expressed  in  for- 
mer times ;  but  I  desired  further  time  co  look  in- 
to the  proposed  amendment,  and  I  supposed  that 
the  Alderman  from  Ward  15  and  to.9  Committee  on 
Streets  would  give  us  some  information  upon  that 
point,  or  in  regard  to  the  conditions  which  it  is 
proposed  to  strike  out.  I  have  heard  nothing 
about  that;  but  he  spoke  upon  the  general  merits 
of  the  Swett-street  project.  I  am  now,  as  I  have 
been,  opposed  to  dumping-  half  a  million  dollars 
into  the  SouthBay,  especially  when  the  City  Audi- 
tor tells  us  we  can  only  increase  our  city  debt  two 
or  three  million  dollars,  A  .great  deal  has 
been  said  about  the  sewer  in  Swett  ttreet, 
and  the  Alderman  from  Ward  15  gives 
us  some  information  K  regard  to  the  report  of  the 
commissioners  who  were  appointed  by  tbe  Mayor. 
I  should  like  to  ;isk  the  gentleman  if  be  speaks 
authoritatively  when  he  scys  this  will  be  among 
the  first  things  those  commissioners  will  recom- 
mend. 1  did  n't  know  that  chey  bad  so  far  ad- 
vanced in  theii  business.  For  one,  I  desire  to  be 
put  upon  record  at  tais  time  as  relieving  that  tbis 
sewer  in  Swett  street  will  never  be  omit— will 
never  be  recommended  by  the  ornmissioners. 
But  the  main  question  is  whether  we  should  strike 
out  that  amendment  which  was  deemed  so  im- 
portant by  the  Common  Council  as  to  be  inserted 
at  tbe  beginning  of  the  year.  It  required  a  two- 
thirds  vote  or  the  Comman  Council  to  pass  the 
order  with  that  amendment.  I  unoerstand  it  bas 
been  ruled  that  an  amendment  of  that  kind  can 
be  stricken  out  by  &  majority  vote.  If  that  be  so 
I  think  as  a  matter  of  piinciple  in  regard  to  the 
rules  of  tbe  City  Council  that  it  should  require  a 
two-thircs  vote.  I  don't  see  any  yeas  and 
nays  reported  upon  it.  It  seems  to  me  that 
if  we  do  strike  out  tbis  amendment,  we  are 
entering  upon  the  building  of  this  street  without 
knowing  what  the  full  cost  will  be.  It  provides 
for  the  buildhg  of  Swett  street  from  Albany 
street  lo  the  raihoad  on  the  oi,e  side,  and  from 
Dorchester  avenue  to  the  railroad  on  the  other 
side,  leaving  the  matter  of  whether  the  street  is 
going  under  or  over  the  railroad  entirely  un- 
known. It  is  an  entirely  diffeie?t  plan  from,  any 
on  which  the  city  of  Boston  has  launched  hereto- 
fore. We  have  generally  known  what  we  aie 
doing.  This  matter  was  brought  into  the 
Council  this  time  in  a  peculiar  manner. 
The  original  order  was  passed,  and  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets  were  entirely  Hitisfied  with 
the  amendment  that  was  iuserte  i  by  the  Common 
Council:  and  no  member  of  that  committee  has 
reported  to  the  City  Council  that  it  was  noi  r'ght 
and  proper.  This  order  was  introduced  into  the 
Common  Council  by  a  gentleman  who  is  not  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Streets;  it  was  re- 
fen  ed  to  that  committee;  they  had  the  subject 
before  them,  and  now  they  have  reported  iu  favor 
of  rhe  change  without  giving  a  reason  in  favor  of 
it.  If  it  was  so  ne  essary  to  make  the  change  in  so 
short  a  time,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  Committee  on 
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Streets  stould  have  come  to  the  Government  and 
said  it  was  impossible  10  build  the  street  under 
the  conditions  imposed.  But  they  did  not,  and 
nothing  was  said  of  rescinding  this  amehdment 
until  the  order  was  introduced  into  the  Common 
Council  by  a  member  entirely  foreign  from  that 
committee.  If  the  other  members  of  the  Board 
are  content  witt>  this  thing,  I  don't  desire  to  make 
any  further  opposition  to  it. 

Alderman  Power  in  the  chair. 

-Alderman  Clark— I  presume  it  is  too  late  to  talk 
about  the  importance  of  building  Swett  street, 
because  it  has  been  passed  upon  by  the  members 
of  this  Board  before.  It  has  been  discussed  more, 
or  less  for  the  last  three  years ;  it  wa°  fully  dis- 
cussed at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  this  order, 
and  was  passed  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote.  I 
am  not  r ertaio  whether  more  than  one  member 
of  this  Board  opposed  its  passage  or  not. 

Alderman  Prescott— Two. 

Alderman  Clark — It  was  considered  of  sufficient 
importance  ther,for  ten  out  of  twelve  members 
ot  this  Board  to  vote  foi  it.  But  when  this  rider 
was  put  upon  it  by  its  opponents  in  rhe  Common 
Council,  the  amendment  was  not  opposed  by  the 
membeisof  this  Board.  I  doubt  very  much  wheth- 
er the  amencment  would  have  been  passed  by 
this  Board  originally.  But  it  was  passed  in  the 
Common  Council,  and  it  came  down  beie  and  was 
adopted  because  it  was  not  deemed  of 
sufficient  importance  to  be  opposed.  The 
amendment  proposed  that  no  parr  of  the 
money  should  be  expended  until  the  grade 
had  been  agreed  upon  between  the  Boston,  Hart- 
ford &  Erie  Railroad  and  the  City  Government,  or 
they  failing  to  agree,  it  had  been  established  by 
the  Railroad  Commissioners.  That  naer  was  put 
upon  it  by  its  opponents  in  the  Council  Chamber. 
It  was  accepted  by  the  friends  of  the  measure  in 
the  Common  Council.  But  notwithstanding  this 
rider  had  been  attached  to  it,  the  opponents  of  the 
measure  voted  in  solid  mass — all  the  mass  they 
could  muster— against  it,  and  yet  it  was  passed  by 
a  two-thirds  vote.  It  would  be  very  well  indeed 
if  an  arrangement  could  be  mads  "with  the  rail- 
road to  raise  this  grade  at  their  own  expense;  but 
it  is  a  most  preposterous  idea  for  any  one  to  sup- 
pose that  an  arangement  of  that  description  could 
have  been  made.  Their  grade  is  already  estab- 
lished. They  are  running  their  cars  there 
today,  and  have  besn  doing  so  fov  the  last 
ten  or  fiftsen  y?ais.  That  grade  is  all  that 
they  ask  for.  They  don't  wish  to  have  the 
grade  lowered  or  raised  for  their  own  accommo- 
dation; but  they  generously  and  willingly  say  to 
the  city,  "If  you  wish  to  have  this  grade  raised  we 
will  be  put  to  the  inconvenience  and  trouble  of 
having  it  done ;  but  for  the  raising  of  t'>e  grade, 
inasmuch  as  it  is  for  your  benefit  and  our  injury, 
you  must  pay  for  the  earth  that  is  put  in  there." 
That  is  the  understanding  that  has  been  made  be- 
tween us.  The  agreement  wastha.-.thegraaeshould 
be  thirty  feet,  as  fixed  by  the  Street  Commissioners 
in  making  up  their  estimates  for  the  cost  of  build- 
ing Swett  street.  Since  this  matter  has  been 
passed  upoD,  and  it  has  been  decided  by  the  City 
Govrrnment  to  build  Swett  street,  they  have  re- 
affirmed that  agreement  with  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners. They  are  satisfied  with  the  grade  of 
30,  and  whenever  the  city  chooses  to  raise 
their  track  to  that  grar.e  they  are  willing  it  should 
be  done.  Now  the  reason  whv  this  proposition 
was  noc  put  in  when  the  agreement  was  made 
between  the  Committee  oh  Street:,  the 
Street  Commissioners  and  the  Boston,  Hart- 
ford &  Erie  Railroad  is  simply  this:  the 
railroad  is  in  a  transition  state  and  has  been  for 
the  last  three  months  daily  expecting  to  be  trans- 
ferred from  the  hands  of  che  trustees  into  the 
hands  of  the  new  corporation,  to  be  called  the 
New  York  &  New  England  Railroad  Company. 
More  than  three  months  ago  we  saw  Mr.  Hart,  the 
president,  and  Mr.  Clarke,  the  general  ma.ager  of 
the  road,  and  they  stated  that  grade  30  was 
perfectly  satisfactory  to  them,  but  that  inasmuch 
as  the  construction  of  this  street  was  for  the  beiefit 
of  the  city,  of  course  when  the  grade  was  raised 
they  should  ask  the  city  to  pay  for  it.  They 
would  suffer  all  the  inconvenience  ot  being  raised 
upon  the  trestle  work  and  having  the  filling  put 
in,  and  whenever  it  was  of  the  slightest  benefit  to 
them  they  would  pay  their  proportion  ot  the  ex- 
pense. That  they  stated  verbally  to  the  commit- 
tee. They  stated  furthermore  that  they  expect- 
ed that  this  transitioa  woula  be  made  the 
next  week,  and  they  Dreferred  that  the 
New  York  &  New  England  Railroad  Com- 
pany   should    make    this    agreement    with    the 


city  instead  of  with  the  trustees  of  the 
Boston,  Hartford  &  Erie  Railroad.  Although  the 
management  would  be  almost  the  same,  they  pre- 
ferrea  that  the  transfer  should  be  made  by  che 
New  York  &  New  England  Railroad  Company, 
That  was  two  months  ago.  Now,  if  members 
have  k.?(.  t  the  run  of  the  court*,  they  will  find  that 
the  matter  was  decided  hsre.  Then  it  went  up  to 
Rhode  island,  and  there  it  wis  settled.  Then  it 
went  to  Connecticut  and  another  delay  was 
caused,  until  the  Committee  on  Streets  and  the 
Street  Commissioners  find  that  th^  year  is  pass- 
ma:  awp.y,  and  the  time  is  fast  running  out  when 
this  street  must  be  completed  in  order  to  secure 
the  land  and  betterments  which  the  abutters 
have  agreed  to  pay  to  the  city.  It  is  not  impossi- 
ble that  this  transter  will  be  d>  layed  during  an- 
other yea-.  Meantime  the  year  is  fast  passing 
aw~y,  and  it  has  been  decided  by  this  Govern- 
ment to  lay  out  the  street  and  build  it,  atd  in  or- 
der to  take  the  first  steps  it  is  necessary  to  have 
this  restriction  lescinrie-J.  This  vote  oi  amend- 
ment, which  if  is  proposed  to  rescind,  prohibited 
the  expenditure  of  any  money  until  the  grade  had 
been  agreed  upon  between  the  railroad  company 
and  the  city.  The  grade  is  substantially  agreed 
upon,  gentlemen  ;  it  is  to  be  grade  30.  .Now,  it  is 
well  known,  in  the  estimates  which  were  made 
for  the  construction  of  this  street,  on  account  of 
the  dulness  of  the  times  and  the  much  lower  rates 
at  which  men  can  be  obtained  to  labor,  that  the 
cost  can  be  very  much  reduced,  since  work  can  be 
done  at  twenty-five  to  thirty-ihree  per  cent,  less 
than  it  was  estimated  for.  Theie  i?  no  question 
about  it  at  all.  The  estimates  were  for  sis.  or 
seven  dollars  per  squa.e  aod  it  can  now  be  con- 
tracted for  from  four  to  five  dollars  per  square, 
and  that  in  such  a  manner  as  to  give  employment 
to  hundreds  of  poor  men  who  are  out  of  work  and 
have  been  watching  anxiously  from  week  to  week 
and  from  month  to  month  for  the  comnjeticement 
of  the  construction  of  this  street.  As  I  said 
before,  I  will  not  weary  the  patience  ot  the 
Board  by  going  into  an  argument  about  the  ne- 
cessity of  building  this  street  at  this  time. 
It  is  not  necessary.  It  is  thoroughly  understood 
in  the  Council;  whether  it  was  taken  by  yea  or 
nay  vote  1  do  not  know,  but  you  will  see  by  refer- 
ence to  the  proceedings  that  it  was  passed  by  a 
vote  of  39  for  to  14  against.  That  shows  conclu- 
sively the  sentiment  of  the  city,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  the  order  will  pass  by  as  large  a  majority 
in  this  Board.  I  si a ply  explain  the  reason,  Mr. 
Chairman,  wftv  an  agreement  does  not  co.ne 
in  here  in  writing  from  the  Boston, 
Hartford  &  Erie  Railroad  Company,  or  rathei  the 
New  York  &  Nesv  Englard  Railroad  Comtiany,  in 
regard  to  the  grade.  Ave  expected  to  coin-  here 
with  a  proposal  from  thf  m  in  writing,  and  we  did 
agree  that  the  city  should  pay  for  the  laising  of 
the  grade.  We  have  never  suoposed  that  the  i  ail- 
roan  company  would  pay  for  the  raising  of  the 
srae'e  themselves,  as  it  was  of  no  earthly  use  to 
them.  Now,  in  regard  to  goiDg  to  ;he  Railroad 
Commissioners.  It  we  should  go  to  the  Railroad 
Commissioners  and  ask  them  to  give  a  grade— aod 
we  know  what  we  a  e  talking  about— they 
would  give  the  grade  of  the  railroad  precisely  as 
it  is  today ;  but  we  can  cross  the  street  at  thirty 
feet  in  the  air.  We  knew  it  ^ould  b"  useless  to 
go  to  them ;  they  would  say,  "The  grade  is  just 
right  as  it  is  today  where  it  was  established  twen- 
ty years  ago;  if  you  want  to  go  over  it,  go  ove:  it 
at  grade  30."  That  is  their  answer,  and  that 
is  the  sole  reason  why  we  have  not  been  to  the 
Railioad  Commissioners  and  asked  them  to  fix 
the  grade  over  or  under  Swett  street.  I  do 
not  know,  Mr.  Coairman,  but  that  the  A'derman 
from  Waro  9  is  correct  in  -egard  to  his  opinion  of 
the  sewerage  cf  the  Roxbury  Canal,  but  I  have 
always  supposed  it  « as  necessary  to  have  Svyett 
street  built  in  orcier  to  get  rid  of  one  of  the  rtorst 
nuisances  that  exists  in  the  city  today.  The  sew- 
erage of  the  Roxbury  ("anal,  I  am  sony  to  say,  is 
usedextensively  to  sprinkle  the  streets  of  the  South' 
End.  It  is  done  constantly  and  continuallj ,  to  my 
certain  knowledge,  and  if  any  member  of  this 
Board  doubts  it  let  him  go  down  th?re  between 
eight  and  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  and  he  will 
see  the  water  carts  takin  g  this  matter  fro  x  the  canal 
and  spreading  it  over  the  streets  of  Boston.  They 
can  not  only  see  it  with  their  eyes,  but  they  can 
smell  it  with  their  noses.  That  may  be  a  first- 
rate  way  of  protecting  the  health  of  the  city,  but  I 
doubt  it  very  much.  1  had  supposed  that  the  build- 
ing of  this  street  would  carry  away  this  nuisance, 
which  has  existed  there  so  long  and  which  is  be- 
coming very  expensive.    We   dredged  it  two  or 
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three  years  ago  at  an  expense  of  two  or  three 
thousand  dollars,  and  now  the  Committee  on  the 
Harbor  recommend  the  u  edging  of  1  he  canal  and 
Charles  River  at  an  expenditure  of  $10,000.  That 
does  not  get  nd  of  the  smell,  however,  because  at 
low  tides  you  have  two  or  rhree  teet  of  yewerage 
matter  and  nothing  else  there.  By  the  construc- 
tion of  this  street  you  will  get  rid  of  the  sewerage 
•iu  the  Roxburv  Caaal,  which  is  a  good  reasoi  for 
it  to  be  built,  if  it  is  never  travelled  by  a  human 
being.  It  is  of  sufficient  import  >nce  to  construct 
the  street  in  order  to  get  rid  of  the  sewage  of 
tne  South  End.  1  do  not  propose  to  argue  one  im- 
portance of  this  improvement.  This  question  is 
now  simply  one  ot  concurring  with  the  Common 
Council  in  repealing  this  amendment  putting  a 
rider  upon  the  order  from  which  the  Council  has 
receded  after  seeing  that  they  made  an  egregious 
mistake. 

Alderman  Prescott— Were  it  not  for  taking  so 
much  time  of  the  Board,  and  would  it  not  he  so 
severe  upon  the  Alderman  from  Ward  6, 1  would 
compare  iiis  remarks  this  afternoon  with  those 
made  on  the  22d  of  March.  I  don't  propose  to 
take  up  the  time  ot  the  Board,  however ;  besides, 
it  would  be  too  severe  on  the  Alderman.  I  desire, 
ho  we  er,  tc  call  his  attention  to  the  148th  page  of 
the  "Mrouies"  ot  •'he  debate  upon  this  matter, 
when  the  order  came  from  the  Common  Council. 
Speaking  of  the  introduction  of  this  amendment 
by  the  opponents  of  the  measure,  in  order  to  kill 
it,  he  said — 

"There  is  not  the  slightest  objection  to  the  reduc- 
tion ;  $376,000  is  all  that  it  was  proposed  to  spend 
upon  Svett  street.  So  much  for  amendment  first. 
Now,  as  to  amendment  second.  Th^  railroad  pays 
for  the  laising  of  the  grade.  That  is  the  law 
passed  by  the  Legislature  in  1874;  it  is  made 
compulsory  upon  the  railroad  10  raise  tl*e  grade 
of  their  track  themselves,  or  lower  it,  if  that  is 
aor-ed  up  in  by  the  company  and  the  city." 

And  he  has  said  here  this  "afternoon  thar  no  one 
ever  expected  the  railroad  to  raise  the  grade  at 
its  own  cost.  I  certainly  did  get  that  Idea  fiom 
the  remarks  made  by  the  Aloerman  fiom  Ward  6 
on  the  26tn  of  March,  1875.  I  stated  truthfully 
and  honestly  that  I  did  not  understand  this 
amendment,  and  I  asked  for  further  time  to  con- 
sider it.  He  says  that  this  "rider"  was  put 
upon  it  in  the  Common  Council  to  kill  it.  He 
himself  rose  in  the  Board  at  the  time  and  said 
there  was  no  possible  objection  to  it,  and  advo- 
cated it ;  aud  the  Committee  on  Streets  have  nev- 
er come  to  this  Board  acd  asked  for  any  change 
in  it  whatever,  until  a  member  of  the  Common 
Council,  living  in  the  Highland  District,  near  the 
proposed  Sivett  street,  put  in  this  proposition  for 
the  change;  and  the  Committee  on  Streets  have 
said  yes.  It  apnears  to  me  to  be  a  fitting  sequel 
to  the  way  in  which  this  whole  thing  has  been  in- 
augurated and  carried  on — first  brought  into  the 
Government  during  the  dying  hours  of  last  year, 
passe.i  in  this  Board  without  mnch  discussion, 
passed  in  the  Common  Council  on  the  very  last 
meeting  of  that  branch, and  a  reconsideration  was 
refused  and  it  came  to  this  Board  for  concurrence. 
That  was  ths  precious  legacy  left  to  this  Govern- 
ment. I  canLot  oelieve  thst  the  order  to  raise 
the  money  would  have  passed  the  City  Govern- 
ment of  1875  had  not  many  members  considered 
that  they  weie  obliged  to  vote,  for  it  on  account 
of  the  action  of  the"  previous  Government.  Then 
it  was  amended  and  sent  up  here,  and  both  tlje 
Aldermen  from  Wards  6  and  15  said  they  were 
satisfied  with  the  amendment  at  that  time; 
and  they  never  came  to  the  Government  asking 
for  a  change.  But  a  member  of  the  Common 
Council,  not  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Streets,  introduce1-1  this  order,  and  the  committee 
now  say  it  is  necessary  to  rescind  the  amendment. 
If  they  have  hid  this  subject  in  hand  three  or 
four  months,  why  clid  they  not  come  to  this  Gov- 
ernment and  state  tbe  necessity  for  a  change?  If 
it  has  remained  in  that  condition  three  or  four 
months,  it  does  n't  seem  to  me  thP.t  it  will  spoil  by 
keeping  a  week  longer.  When  the  oider  was  in- 
troduc-d  in  tbe  other  branch,  it  was  laid 
over  ror  one  week;  it  is -nothing  more  than 
a  fair  request  for  it  to  be  laid  over  in 
this  branch  for  one  week.  I  don't  desire  to 
bnn&  up  the  merits  of  the  original  question,  for 
it  has  already  been  discussed.  The  sewerage 
question  has  been  the  base  of  this  whole  thing, 
and  it  seems  to  me  that  so  long  as  we  have  a^i  able 
commission  to  consider  that  whole  question,  it 
would  be  well  to  pause  before  incurring  this  ex- 
penditure of  $500,000,  whi^h  is  moie  than  twelve 
per  cent,  of  the  increased  debt  we  can  put  upon 


the  city.  I  may  be  obtuse  ia  this  mat- 
ter, but  I  do  not  think  from  the  explanation 
made  by  the  Alderman  from  Ward  6,  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Street?,  that  I 
fully  understand  this  am-ndment,  when  he  said 
three  months  aso  it  was  notnecessary,forthe  rail- 
road were  obliged  to  rai  e  the  grade  of  their  track 
at  their  own  expense,  when  he  now  comes  in  and 
says  that  no  one  ever  expeetel  it. 

Alderman  Prescott  called  for  the  yeas  aud  nays, 
and  the  motion  to  specially  assign  was  lost— yeas 
1,  nays  10;  Alderman  Prescott  voting  yea. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence— yeas  10, 
nays  1 ;  Alderman  Prescott  voting  nay. 

Alderman  Clark  in  the  chair. 

TEACKS    IN    COUET,    STATE   AND    DEVONSHIRE 
STREETS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins  the  Board 
took  up  the  special  assignment  for  five  o'clock  P. 
M.,  v>z.,  the  orders  for  the  removal  of  car  tracks 
from  Court  street  and  from  State  and  Devonshire 
streets. 

The  Chairman  read  tha  petition  of  Cheney's  and 
other  express  compi.mes  and  150  others  in  favor 
of  the  removal  of  tbe  tracks  in  Court  street,  as  it 
vas  an  injury  to  their  horses  and  teams  and  a 
detriment  to  them  in  their  business. 

Alderman  Prescott—  I  move  that  wh-n  the  vote 
is  taken,  it  be  taken  up rm  each  otder  sepaiateJy. 
I  do  not  desire  to  tire  the  Board  after  the  ill  suc- 
cess I  h  ve  had  in  making  remarks  upoa  matters 
before  the  Board.  I  have  examined  into  the  sub- 
ject somewhat  duriog  the  oast  week,  and  espe- 
cially since  the  remarks  of  tbe  Alderman 
from  Ward  10;  and  I  desire  to  present 
my  reasons  for  opposing  the  orders  as  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  on  Paving.  It 
is  not  from  a  fueling  of  obstinacy,  or  from  any 
personal  interest, that  I  have  reached  a  conclusion 
different  from  that,  entertained  by  those  gentle- 
men. I  need  not  rehearse  the  figures  I  gAve  some 
two  weeks  ago.  Practically  all  the  cars  are  pass- 
ing down  Oornhill,  a  narrow  street,  24  feet  5 
inches  in  width  between  th?  curbs.  They  em- 
brace all  the  cars  that  come  down  through  the 
central  portion  of  the  city— those  or  tbe  Metro- 
politan road  that  come  down  Tr^mont  street, 
the  Higaland  cars  wnich  corns  below  Temple 
place,  the  South  Boston,  Middl^ex,  Lynn— all 
these  converge  to  one  point,  the  site  of  the  old 
S^ollay's  Building,  and  it  is  proposed  to  continue 
running  tbern  down  one  narrow  street.  Tbs  num- 
ber of  those  cars  is  something  like  a  hundred  an 
hour,  nsaxly  two  a  minute;  the  consequeuce  is,  so 
far  as  my  observation  goes,  a  constant  stream  of 
cars  through  "Cornhill,  blocking  up  the  narrow 
portion  of  Washington  strest  between  State  street 
and  the  foot  of  Cornhill,  while  a  considera- 
ble number  of  them  might  be  allowed  to  pass 
through  Court  street  aud  reach  their  destination 
much  easier  than  thy  can  now.  Court  street,  in 
the  upper  part,  is  nearly  sixty  feet  wide,  while 
CornhiVi  is  only  twenty-four  in  width.  Upon  the 
upper  part  of  Court  street  no  express  wagons  are 
allowed  to  have  stands,  though  of  course  the  Ad- 
ams Express  Company,  which  has  many  large 
teams,  is  located  there,  and  it  seems  to  me 
thev  have  ample  facilities  without  in- 
terfering in  any  way  with  the  railroad  tracks.  At 
anv  rate  I  have  seen  a  dozen  of  their  teams  backed 
up  to  the  street,  without  interfering  with  travel 
at  all.  On  Cornhill,  as  I  learn  fiom  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Trucks  and  Wagons,  there  are  fifteen 
licensed  wagons  having  stands  there.  The  Alder- 
man from  Ward  10  gave  some  figures  showing  the 
very  large  number  of  teams  which  travel  through 
Court  street,  as  compared  with  those  in  Cornhill. 
Itseeiastome  that  the  large  number  of  licensed 
wagons  and  the  cars  in  Cornhill  is  a  very  good 
reason  for  so  many  teams  in  Court  street. 

Alderman  Burrage—  If  Cornhill  were  crowded 
with  travel,  r,he  ratio  of  vehicles  there  would  be 
larger. 

Alderman  Prescott; — I  don't  so  construe  it. 
Hcrse-car  travel  has  nearly  doubled  within  the 
last  four  years.  In  1870  there  travelled  upon  the 
Metropolitan  rars  about  11,000,000  people  a  year: 
by  their  last  report  there  were  20,000,000 
a  vear.  Upon  the  Middlesex  road  there 
were  upwards  of  2,000,000  then ;  today  there  are 
upwards  of  4,000,000.  With  this  large  increase,  it 
is  but  reasonable  that  they  should  have  increased 
facilities.  There  are  05,000  passengers  travelling 
on  the.  Metropolitan  cars  today,  and  there  are 
enough  on  the  Middlesex  and  other  roads  center- 
ing at  Scollay  square  to  swell  that  number  to  over 
100,000  a  day.    It  behooves  this  Board  to  look  well 
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titothis  matter,  whetbsr  in  removing  a  minor  in- 
convenience to  some  parties  in  Court  street,  we  are 
considering  tbe  greatest  good  tor  trie  greatest  num- 
ber, and  whether  we  sbould  not  provide  better 
accommodations  for  tha  people  to  travel  through 
the  streets.  At  thes?me  time  "it  is  proposed  to 
cake  up  this  track  from  Coutt  street,  a  location 
granted  four  years  ago,  I  see  another  track  laid 
on  Washiagton  street,  between  Summer  and  Milk 
streets.  I  believe  there  is  the  sam-  reason  for 
having  a  sing.e  tiack  on  Court  stieet  that  there  is 
for  a  double  track  on  "Washington  street,  aud  if 
the  Alderman  had  stationed  a  policeman  upon 
"Washington  street  to  take  tbe  number  of  passing 
teams  and  vehicles,  he  would  have  adduced  a 
stronger  argument  against  laying  a  track  there 
than  he  u  oulu  in  favor  of  taking  up  ihe  one  in 
Court  street.  Still,  as  a  member  of  the  Committee 
on  Pa.vi.ng,  be  reported  in  favor  of  that  location ; 
but  at  the  same  time  an  order  comes  from  the 
same  committee  to  take  up  the  tra<'k  in 
Court  street,  where  the  roadway  is  nearly 
sixty  feet  wide.  The  gentleman  stated  the 
case  of  some  parties  doiog  business  on  Corn- 
hill,  that  tltey  made  10  complaint  of  the  laige 
number  of  cars  passing  through  there.  If  I  un- 
derstand it  they  do  not,  object  to  the  track  in 
Court  street;  tbey  simply  stated  that  they  did  n't 
want  any  cars  taken  off  on  Cornhill.  Now,  if  tbe 
owners  and  abutters  on  Cornhill  are  willing  to 
have  180  cars  an  hour  come  through  that  twenty- 
four  feet  street,  I  would  like  to  know  what  reason 
the  carries  in  Court  street  can  have  to  the 
passage  of  ten  or  twenty  cars  an  hour 
through  that  street.  Each'  horse  car,  with 
the  hoises,  takes  up  about  thirty-five  feet  in 
length  on  the  street,  and,  by  the  ordinance  which 
we  passed  last  yeai,  those  cars  are  obliged  to 
keep  thirty  feet  apart,  so  that  really  each  car 
takes  up  sixty-five  feet.  I  would  like  to  kuow 
how  it  would  be  possible  to  enforce  that  ordi- 
nance with  the  number  of  cars  runniug  through 
Cornhill.  Those  parties  simply  lay  themselvts 
liable  by  violating  the  ordinance.  One  point  that  I 
desire  to  make — and  it  seems  to  be  a  stroogone— is 
this:  That  even  if  this  track  is  not  used  to  any 
considerable  extent  regularly,  it  can  be  of  great 
use  to  the  respective  companies  in  CiiSe  of  a  fire 
orauy  emergency,  and  dudng  certain  hours  of 
tbe  day,  as  there  is  no  other  trick  by  which  the 
cars  can  return  to  Washington  street.  Another 
thing  which  I  have  con-idered  a  strong  point  is 
this:  At  the  time  when  Court  street  is  least  crowj- 
ed  aud  occupied  by  teams,  Scollay  squ  re  aud  Corn- 
hill are  most  crowded  with  horse  cars.  At  this  hour 
T  venture  to  say  you  can  scarcely  find  an  express 
wagon  in  Comt  stieet  coming  in  or  goiig  out. 
There  is  apparently  no  travel  by  teams  whatever 
upon  those  streets  at  the  hours  of  the  day  when 
there  is  usually  a  lar<re  travel  by  cais.  At  the 
very  time  that  horse  cars  aie  blocking  up  Tre- 
mont  street,  irorn  Boylston  street  down  to  Scol- 
lay square,  and  crowding  into  Scollay 
square  and  down  Coiuhirl,  there  is  al- 
most a  vacant  track  there  for  almost  two 
of  the  most  important  hours  of  the  day;  audit 
seems  to  me  the  track  in  Court  ftreet  could  oe 
used  to  very  great  advantage  to  the  ter.s  of  thou- 
sands of  people  who  ire  hurrying  home  between 
five  and  seven  o'clock  in  rhe  evening.  The  Alder- 
man from  Ward  10  was  pleased  to  say  tnat  corpo- 
rations may  be  characterized  as  organized  selfish- 
ness without  personal  responsibility.  I  hardly 
think  that  is  a  just  criticism  upon  the 
horse-iailroad  companies  of  the  city  of  Boston. 
From  what  I  have  observed,  there  are  no  horse 
railroads  as  well  .canaged  as  in  the  city  of  Boston; 
none  furnish  so  good  accommodations  in  the  way 
of  cars  or  conductors  as  ours.  I  hardly  think  the 
gentlemen  who  apoeared  before  this  Board, 
asking  that  the  track  in  Court  and  other 
streets  may  be  retained,  simply  because  they 
represent  corporations,  should  be  called  or- 
ganized selfi-hness  without  personal  responsi- 
bility. The  president  of  the  larger  road 
is  a  gentleman  who  bas  had  some  eight  years  of 
service  in  the  City  Government  of  Boston,  in  one 
capacity  or  the  other,  haviog  been  a  member  of 
the  lower  branch  and  this  Board.  The  other  gen- 
tleman is  the  president  of  the  Middlesex  Railroad, 
and  I  hardly  think  because  he  represents  a  cor- 
poration that  he  is  the  embodiment  of  selfishness, 
without  personal  responsibility.  Last  year  he 
held  a  seat  in  the  Common  Council  and  performed 
his  duties  faithfully  and  well,  as  I  can  testsfy, hav- 
ing been  on  some  important  committees  with  him. 

I  know  of  no  reason  why  the  tracks  in  Court 
street  should  be  taken  up  and  all  the  travel  con- 


fined to  Cornhill,  any  more  than  that  me  tracks 
in  Temple  place,  which  is  crowded  with  vehicles 
coinicg  in  at  boto  ends,  should  be  removed  and 
all  the  cars  coming  down  there  should  be  sent 
through  Boylston  street.  Inasmuch  as  the 
Alderman  from  Ward  10  stated  last  week 
that  there  appeared  to  be  a  misunder- 
standing in  regard  to  the  hearing,  and  for  fear 
that  some  members  of  the  Boaid  might  feel  that 
the  companies  themselves  were  indifferent  in  re- 
gard to  the  matter,  I  present  the  following  com- 
munication. 

The  Alderman  rtad  a  strong  petition  from  C.  A. 
Richards,  president  of  rhe  Metropolitan  Railroad, 
asking  that  the  track*  might"  be  retained  in  Court 
street,  as  theii  removal  will  be  a  great  inconven- 
lbncs  to  the  company. 

The  Chairman  read  a  petition  from  the  Middle- 
sex Railroad  Company  for  leave  to  connect  their 
tracks  in  State  stieet  with  the  track  of  Metropoli- 
tan Railroad  Company  in  "Washington  street;  also 
to  counect  tiacks  in  Devonshire  and  State  streets 
with  their  track  i n  New  Washington  street ;  also 
for  permanent  location  in  State  and  Devonshire 
streets.  Also  a  petition  from  Leopold  Morse  & 
Co.  et  al.  in  aid  of  the  same. 

Alderman  Pope  presented  the  petition  of  A.  A. 
R?.un<-y  et  al.,  occupants  and  abutters  on  Court 
street,  against  the  removal  of  the  tracks  in  Court 
street. 

Alderman  Burrage— It  seems  to  be  idle  to  con- 
tinue this  discussion.  The  case  seems  simple  and 
easily  understood.  The  facts  upon  which  the 
question  is  to  be  settled  are  within  the  ob- 
servation of  any  one  who  chooses  to  look 
into  taetn.  Oa  one  side  are  two  rail- 
road corporations  seeking  to  advance  their 
inteiests;  on  the  other  side  is  the  matter  of  trans- 
portation of  merchandise  and  the  convenience  of 
the  general  public.  I  supposed  that  the  evidence 
produced  at  the  last  meeting  of  tne  Board  was 
sufficient  to  show  tbe  character  of  the  travel 
through  there.  None  of  the  facts  then,  presented 
have  been  denied.  Is  to  tho  matter  of  expiess 
wagons  standiug  in  Cornhill,  I  think  that  is  con- 
clisrve  evidence  that  there  is  no  gi eat  travel  in 
that  street;  it  substantiates  the  statistics  given  last 
Monday.  It  would  be  absurd  to  suppose  that  ex- 
press wagons  or  any  other  vehicles  would  be  al- 
lowed to  stand  in  Court  street  near  Franklin  ave- 
nue. Mr.  Tyler  of  the  firm  of  Tyler  &  Studley, 
statea  that  he  owns  a  carriage  and  drives  lato  his 
business,  and  that  it  is  impossible  to  allow  his 
team  to  stand  by  his  store  on  Court  street  for  a 
minute,  so  great  is  the  crowd.  In  rtgard  to  the 
testimony  of  the  Adams  Express  Company,  al- 
luded to  in  the  memorial  of  the  railroad,  and  by  the 
Alderman  from  Ward  9,  Mi'. Adams  testified  before 
the  committee  that  he  didn't  object  to  the  track 
on  account  of  its  being  an  iuconvenience  opposite 
their  office,  but  on  account  of  the  iuconvenience 
in  fie 'narrow  portion  of  the  street  opposite 
Franklin  avenue,  where  the  stieet  is  but  23.7  feet 
wide.  In  rt-gard  to  the  point  made  by  the  Alder- 
man fiorn  Ward  9,  about  rhe  putting  of  two 
tracks  on  Washington  street,  I  supposed  that 
was  fully  understood.  Washington  street  is 
sixty  feet  wi?e  there,  and  it  was  thought 
thQ  most  judicious  way  to  relieve  Tiemont 
street  was  to  put  another  track  on  Wash- 
ington stieet  between  Milk  aud  Sumner  streets. 
Even  with  two  tracks  there  is  ample  room  for  two 
ljnes  of  carriages,  and  there  is  very  little  danger 
of  blocks  there.  That  case  is  n't  to  be  compared 
at  all  with  the  narrow  portion  of  Court  stieet. 
The  evidence  of  Mr.  Lawrence,  of  Lawrence, 
Wilde  &  Hull,  was  referred  to  because  that  was 
one  of  the  firms  mentioned  by  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  9  as  being  large  mauufaotuters  and  likely 
to  be  inconvenienced.  Although  the  Alderman 
don't  seem  to  see  it,  it  will  be  apparent 
that  the  reason  that  it  is  injudicious  to 
allow  the  cars  to  pass  through  Court 
street  is  because  it  is  filled  with  vehicles,  and 
Cornhill  is  not.  More  cars  cao  go  through  Corn- 
hill easily  without  any  inconvenience.  Occasion- 
ally they  stop  and  take  passengers,  but  the  evi- 
dence was  conclusive  from  others  besides  Mr. 
Lawrence  that  the  abutters  on  Cornhill  are  not  in- 
convenienced now,  ana  that  more  cars  can  be 
placed  there  without  inconvenience.  In  regard  to 
tne  exigencies  in  case  of  fire,  that  argu- 
ment would  apply  to  any  street  —  Tie- 
mont or  Washington  street.  But  in  this 
case  the  cars  can  go  down  into  Hanover 
street  if  Cornhill  is  blocked  up.  If  there  is  no 
block  in  Cornhill,  then  the  argument  is  of  no 
avail,  of   course.     The  Alderman  criticises   my 
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opinion  of  corporatioos.  I  think  I  am  right,  and 
I  am  wi  ling  to  stand  by  it.  Corporatioos,  we 
know,  are  associations  of  nie  i  for  purposes  of 
gam.  I  am  speaking  of  business  corporations. 
Gain  is  their  object;  they  don't  associate 
for  benevolent  purposes.  When  associated 
together  there  is  no  single  individual.  What 
one  does  is  for  tee  corpoi  ation,  and 
no  individual  is  lesponsible  for  his  action.  Every- 
body knows  that.  The  gentleman  refers  to  the 
high  character  of  the  men  representing  these 
corpoiations.  I  agree  with  hiiri;  but  a  person  is 
different  from  a  corporation,  and  R'han  I  say  a 
corporation  is  organized  selfishness  without  pei- 
sonal  responsibility,  1  think  it  is  ths  truth.  They 
are  looking  for  opportunities  to  make  money  for 
themselves  and  not  for  the  interest  of  the  city, 
la  the  matter  of  Templs  pla.e,  which  the  Alder- 
man uses  for  illustration,  we  admit  there  are  too 
many  ca:s  there  and  we  propose  to  put  some  of 
them  el?ewnere. 

Alderman  Prescott— Why  not  put  them  in  Boyl- 
ston  street? 

Alderman  Burrage— It.  is  not    necessary.    The 
case  is  entirely  different. 
Alderman  Harris  -How  is  it? 
Alderman    Burrage— Because    Cornhill    is   not 
crowded  with  vehicles,  aDd  Court  street  is. 
Alderman  Harris— And  Temple  place? 
Alderman  Burrage — The   case  is  different,  be- 
cause the  conditions  are  different.    Temple  place 
and  Hoylstou  street  are  differently  situated. 

Alderman  Harris—  There  ai  e  private  carriages 
there? 

Alderman  Burrage— There  are  no  more  private 
carriages  in  one  than  in  the  other.  The  remon- 
strance says  the  location  is  permanent  in  Court 
street.  The  fact  is  it  was  granted  in  1870,  but  the 
cars  have  been  running  there  only  a  year.  1  wont 
ta'<re  up  the  time  of  the  Board  any  further  in  this 
discussion.  It  is  important  that  this  matter  in 
regard  to  Court  street  should  be  settled  at  once, 
because  the  Committee  on  Pacing  have  awarded 
the  contract  for  repaying  the  street,  and  the  work 
awaits  the  decision  of  this  Board  in  regard  to  the 
removal  of  the  tracks.  The  bid  is  for  five  cents 
psr  square  less  with  gie  track  lemoved  thau  it  is 
if  the  track  remains. 

Akleiman  Power— I  hardly  think  it  necessary 
for  me  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Paving 
to  say  much  on  this  subject.  My  associate  has,  I 
think,  said  all  that  is  necessary.  I  was  about  to 
say  he  took  all  the  pith  out  of  the  argument  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  9,  but  there  wasn't  any 
pith  in  it,  aid  it  would  he  superfluous  to  say 
that.  I  would  simply  say  in  ad  a ition  to  what  he 
has  said,  that  the  committee  have  seriou?lv  con 
sidered  this  matter  and  given  a  gieat  deal  of 
thought  to  the  importance  of  this  horse-railroad 
question  ;  a  great  deal  of  thought  to  the  impor- 
tance of  giving  all  the  accommodations  that  are 
compatible  or  consistent  with  the  public  good. 
We  are  perfectly  anxious  now,  so  far  as  we  can 
consistently  with  the  public  good,  to  second  the 
efforts  being  made  by  the  management  of  the  Me- 
tropolitan Railroad  to  accommodate  the  public,  for 
we  feel  that  tne  present  management  is  ceitainly 
deserving  of  our  encouragement  and  considera- 
tion, and  all  the  concessions  that  can  be  given  to 
it  by  this  Government  consistent  with  the  public 
good.  We  seriously  considered  all  this  before 
making  the  report  ordering  the  track  up  in  Court 
street.  That  street  is  now  in  a  dangerous  condi 
tion  and  this  matter  should  be  settled  now,  one 
way  or  ;he  other,  owing  to  the  condition  of  the 
pavement  in  that  street.  The  committee  have 
awarded  the  contract  foe  paving  that  street. 
I  have  been  surprised  thrt  no  accident  has 
happened  there,  because  the  street  is  full  of 
holes,  and  it's  really  dangerous  passing  through 
it.    I  hope  the  matter  will  not  be  delayed.    The 

gentleman  who  represents  the  Metropolitan  road 
ad  ample  opportunity  to  present  his  case  to  this 
Board  and  to  the  committee.  The  committee 
sympathize  with  his  earnest  and  sincere  desire  to 
serve  the  public  in  eveiy  wav,  and  we  gave  this 
matter  serious  consideration  before  doitg  any- 
thing that  would  appear  to  be  preventing  his  en- 
deavor to  serve  the  public.  After  looking  the 
ground  over,  ine  though  s  that  if  there  is  a  street  io 
Boston  where  the  railroad  tracks  chould  not  be,  it 
is  Court  street;  and,  therefore,  we  think  the  pub- 
lic good  will  bu  better  served  by  their  removal 
than  bv  allowing  them  to  remain. 

Alderman  Prescott — One  petition  that  was  pre- 
sented ti  thu  Board  in  favor  of  the  removal  of  the 
tracks  is  from  the  expressmen  of  this  city.  It  is 
introduced  with  the  hope  that  it  may  have  some 


influ  u^e  upon  this  Board.  They  ask  for  the  re- 
moval because  the  track  is  a  detriment  to  their 
busi  ess,  an  1  causes  a  wear  and  teai  of  their 
wag  >ns.  Could  not  such  a  petition  be  put  in  for 
the  removal  of  the  tracks  from  every  street  in  this 
city?  I  don't  see  how  that  petition  can  bave  any 
weight  with  this  Boaid  at  al\  The  Alderman  from 
Ward  10  thinks  it  is  a  very  simple  question;  on 
the  one  side  id  the  railroad  corporation;  on  the 
other  are  patties  having  teams  and  the  abutters 
on  the  street.  I  should  like  to  a-/:  rvhat  are  the 
rignts  of  the  hundred  thousand  people  travelling 
it  these  cars  centring  at  Scoll ay's  square?  That 
is  what  I  am  speaking  for.  I  have  opposed  nearly 
every  location  the  railroad  companiec  have  asked 
for,  because  I  believed  it  would  have  a  tendency  to 
blockade  the  streets ;  and  I  oppose  this  for  the  same 
reason.  What  we  want  is  to  relieve  our  crowded 
streets,  particularly  at  this  tim;  of  day.  If  you  go 
through  Court  stieet  now  you  will  find  fifty-five  or 
sixty  cars  in  the  up  per  part  with  scarcely  any  teams 
there,  but  a  hundred  or  more  cars  in  Cornhill. 
Parties  come  here  and  say  they  are  satisfied  to 
have  the  cars  remain  in  Cornhill.  Since  the 
tracks  were  taken  up  from  Union  stieet, 
rents  have  fallen  twenty  per  cent.,  and  they  are 
now  trying  to  sret  the  tracks  back.  I  believe  that 
if  z,  certaio  number  of  cars  were  passing  down 
Court  street  regularly,  it  would  tend  to 
divide  the  travel,  and  teams  coining  up 
would  take  the  rigbt-band  side  of  the 
street,  and  the  otaers  the  left  hand,  and 
there  would  be  less  blockades  in  the  streets  than 
now.  They  certainly  carnot  complain  that  the 
number  of  cars  running  through  there  last  year 
could  ca.ise  a  serious  blockaie — lour  c+rs  aa  hour, 
occupying  a  minute  and  a  quarter  in  passing.  I 
cannot  believe  it.  There  was  a  strong  pressure 
for  the  lenoval  of  the  tracks,  *hile  we  find 
parties  doing  business  i.s  the  narrow  part 
of  State  street  asking  to  have  the  tracks 
there  letained.  I  think  we  should  consid- 
er whether  it  is  best  to  give  more  weight 
to  the  minor  inconveniences  of  expressmen,  than 
to  the  accommodation  of  the  100,000  people  travel- 
ling through  the  city  in  the  cars.  The  main  point 
about  this  matter,  I  think  is,  that  we  are  going  to 
work  wrong  by  ordering  up  a  piece  of  track  here 
and  putting  ove  down  in  another  place.  I  hope 
this  order  will  be  laid  upon  the  table  till  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pavii  g  can  come  in  with  a  systematic 
plaa  fo:  the  operation  of  the  horsa  railroads. 

Aldermai  Burrage— The  Committee  on  Paving 
have  had  a  grea^  deal  of  encouraa emen t  from  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  9,  as  h?  opposes  about  ev- 
erything they  bring  ia.  The  Aldermen  in  this 
Board  must  take  the  responsibility  of  deciding 
this  matter,  and  I  trust  the  order  will  be  passed. 

Alderman  Viles,  at  his  request,  was  excused 
from  voting,  as  he  had  paired  rfith  Alderman  Big- 
elow,  who  was  absent. 

The  question  wao  first  taken  on  the  order  for 
the  removal  of  the  tracks  in  Court  street,  and  it 
was  rejected— yeas  5,  nays  5: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Burrage,  Clark,  O'Btien,  Pow- 
er, Qumcy — 5. 

Nays— Aldermen  Harris,  Pope,  Prescott,  Steb- 
bi»  s,  Worthington — 5. 

The  order  for  the  removal  of  tracks  in  State  and 
Devonshire  streets  was  rejected— yeas  5,  nays  5: 

Yeas— Aldermen     Burrage,     O'Brien,     Power, 
■>     uincy,  Worthington—  5. 

Nays— Aiiermen  Clak,  Harris,  Pope,  Prescott, 
Stebbi^s — 5. 

Th5  petitions  of  the  Middlesex  Railroad  Com- 
pany and  Leopold  Mors"  &  Co.  et  al„  above  re- 
ferred to,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing. 

BACK  BAY  IMPROVEMENT. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy,  the  Board  took 
up  the  special  assignment  foi  5%  P.  M\,  viz.:  or- 
der to  pay  the  Boston  Water  Power  Company, 
assignees  of  N.  C.  Munson,  $284,664.90  for  cer- 
tain streets  and  avenues  on  the  Back  Bay.  (City 
Doc.  No.  90) 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

The  Chairman  read  a  notice  from  S.  G.  smelling, 
of  a  claim  for  damages  to  the  property  known  as 
the  Shoddy  Mill,  on  Parker  street,  caused  by  the 
extension  of  West  Chester  park. 

Alderman  Quincy— Since  the  last  meeting  I 
have  given  some  little  attention  to  this  matter, 
and  bave  carefullv  read  the  debates  ot  last  year 
and  examined  the  contract  papers  in  relation 
thereto.  I  have  also  had  quite  a  conversation 
with  the  City  Solicitor  upon  the  legal  aspect  of 
the  case.  I  asked  no  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor, 
nor  did  he  volunteer  any  upon  the  advisability  of 
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th»-  step  cow  proposed.  He  simply  explained  to 
me  the  legal  points  involved  and  I  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  thati'  we  are  to  manage 
the  city's  interests  as  we  would  our  own,  this  is  a 
dangerous  step  for  us  to  take,  as  proposed  in  the 
secord  clause  of  the  order. 

[The  Alderman  cited   the  dates  of    previous  ac- 
tion on  tbe  subject,  and  continued] : 

Now  along  time  has  elapsed  for  Mr.  Munson  or 
his  assignees  to  fulfil  that  contract.  By  the  opin- 
ion of  tbe  City  Solicitor  Mr.  Munson  or  bis  as- 
signees have  no  claim  upon  the  city  except  upon 
that  contract,  and  it  is  now  proposed  to  violate 
that  contract,  not  by  accepting  such  streets  as 
can  be  couveyed  to  us,  but  to  accept  und-rthe 
incomplete  whole,  and  autbonze  the  city  to  de- 
cide bow  much  shall  be  deducted  from  the  con- 
tra t.  Il  the  contract  were  completed,  we 
should  not  have  suffeied  by  the  delay.  But  that 
is  not  the  question.  There  are  various  defects 
in  toe  tide — I  mean  by  that,  claims  whicb  cannot 
he  released,  grade  damages,  claims  for  the  over- 
flow of  v/ater,  like  that  which  has  just  been  read; 
so  that  the  amount  which  tbe  city  will  have  to 
pay  is  something-  "which  no  fellah  can  find  out." 
I  have  no  doubt  the  committse  would  do  the  best 
they  could,  but  the  best  they  can  do  might  not  be 
sufficient  to  protect  the  city.  It  is  so  uncertain 
that  I  think  the  b"st  way  for  the  city  to  piotect  it- 
self is  to  stand  upon  its  contract.  Now  if  I  should 
make  a  contract  for  the  erection  of  t  *  ertv  houses 
and  after  a  rime  the  contractor  should  say,  "Here 
are  fiiteeu  houses  complete,  tout  the  other  five  are 
covered  with  mechanics'  liens  and  threatened 
with  lawsuits;  now  you  take  the  whole  twenty 
and  deduct  from  the  contract  price  what  the  in- 
completeness amounts  to,"  1  should  srv,  "No, 
sir;  I  will  take  the  fifteen  if  you  say  they  are 
clear  of  incumbrance,  but  you'  must"  keep  the 
bouses  that  are  threatened  with  lawsuit-."  None 
of  us  would  think  of  conducting  our  private  busi- 
ness in  this  way.  If  we  are  looking  out  for  the  city's 
money  as  we  would  ou :  o  vn,  it  is  not  safe  to  leave 
this  matter  to  any  committee,  even  if  they 
do  their  best  to  accept  this  incomplete  contract 
and  deduct  from  the  contract  price  what  it  would 
cost  to  complete  it,  for  the  simple  reason  that  no 
one  can  teli  what  that  cost  will  be.  A  good  deal 
has  been  said  about  the  City  Solicitor's  advice  in 
this  matter.  "His  advice"  means  that  he  will 
tell  exactly  what  the  law  is,  and  how  the  title 
stands;  but  s*hen  it  comes  to  guessing  what  the 
cost  to  the  city  will  he  from  a  reversionary  inter- 
est, that  cannot  be  got  at  now.  That  is  a  dis- 
cretionary matter  and  the  City  Solicitor  has  noth- 
ing to  do'  with  it.  For  the--e  reasons  I  think  it  is 
for  the  interest  of  the  city  to  stand  upon  the  con- 
tract for  the  present. 

Alderman  Power — I  want  to  make  what  I  think 
is  the  proper  motion,  that  this  matter  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  Commitoee  on  Streets,  for  the  rea- 
son that  it  appears  to  be  impossible  for  this  com- 
pany to  do  many  things  now  which  it  had  agreed  to 
do;  and  I  propose  for  tbe  committee  to  ascertain 
just  what  cao  be  done.  It  is  a  simple  mat- 
ter to  get  at  the  amount  of  filling  to  be 
done;  but  the  ctaicus  of  people  for  damages  are 
not  so  simple.  Before  the  city  breaks  this  con- 
tract, or  pa>s  any  money,  we  ought  to  definitely 
ascertain  what  lesponsibility  is  to  be  assumed  by 
the  city.  There  is  a  notice  just  put  into  this 
Board  today  of  a  claim  against  tee  Water  Power 
Company;  it  seems  to  be  a  valid  one,  and  I  under- 
stand there  are  others  of  the  same  nature.  If  the 
Committee  on  Stieets  will  look  into  this  matter 
and  ascertain  what  it  will  cose  to  settle 
Bearce  &  Drew's  claim,  and  others  that 
may  be  outstanding,  and  then  report  to  this  Board 
the  ex"act  state  of  things,  so  that  the  Board  can 
vote  understanoingly,  why  then  it  seems  to  me 
we  cao  justify  our  course.  But  now  we  are  asked 
to  lntiust  this  to  a  committed  with  full  powers  to 
go  and  settle  something  that  we  have  no  knowl- 
edge of,  and  don't  know  how  much  money 
it  will  involve.  Such  a  power  has  never 
been  delegated  to  a  committee  since  I  have 
toeen  a  member  of  this  Board,  and  it  seems 
to  me  that  it  is  no  <eproach  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets  to  refuse  to  give  them  pow- 
ers which  have  nevor  been  asked  for  or  delegated 
to  acy  other  committee.  Every  member  of  this 
Board  has  no  doubt  tout  that  the  city  is  all  right,  as 
she  stands  today ;  she  is  on  the  sate  side,  and  it  is 
clearly  our  duty  to  keep  her  there.  "We  do  n't  care 
about  taking  any  risks.  There  are  $300,000 
for  the  company  when  this  contract  is  ful- 
filled, and  I  can't  imagine  any  greater  in- 
ducement for  tham  to  complete  the  contract  than 


that.    If  it  is  found  to  be  a  moral  impossibility  to 
do  certain  thiugs  called  fvr  by  tbe  contract,  let 
the  committee  tell  us  just  what  they  are,  that  we 
may  understand  them  exactly  and  know  what  we 
are  votiDg  for.    As  a  member  of  this  Government, 
I  don't  want  to  bs  open  to  the  reproacn  or  taunt 
of     any     citizen    or    taxoayer,    that     I     have, 
by     any    vote   of   mine,    broken   a   contract   by 
which     the     city    of     Boston     shall    lose     one 
dollar,    let   alone    tbe    larg^    amount    involved 
in    this     case.        No     matter      «bat     hardship 
this  company  may  suffer,  tuev  have  no  one  to 
blame  for  it  but  themselves.    The  city  has  always 
been  ready  to  fulfil  its  part  of  the  oonttact;  it  is 
preposteious  for  any  one  interested  in  this  matter 
to  come  in  hoie  and  tell  us  that  we  are  guilty  of 
injustice,  for  we  are  not.    It  is  our  duty,  while  we 
are  hsre,  to  labo-  faithfully  for  the  inteiests  of 
the  city,  and  not  allow  sympathy  or  interest   to 
carry  us  into  doing  anything  that  would  jeopard- 
ize  the  inteiest    of    the   city.     Therefore    the 
right     thing    for    us    to    do '  is     to     recommit 
this      to      the      Comoiittee      on      Streets,     for 
them     to      bricg     in     exactly,     a.',     near     as 
can  be  ascertained,  the  exact  rrsk   we  are  to  take 
if  this  contract  is  oroken. 
Alderman  Power  in  the  chair. 
Alderman  Clark— I  don't  propose  to  urge  this 
matter  upon  the  grouQd  of  justice  to  or  the  pov- 
erty of  the  Water  Power  Company.    If  we    aie 
going  to  settle  this  matter  according  to  tbe  theory 
of  the  Alderman  from  "Ward  4,  we  would  repudiate 
this  contract    in    toto,   for   every    member  wrll 
see    that  it  is  impossible  to  settle    this  matter 
according     to     the     terms     of     the    contract, 
inasmuch     as      it      was      provided      that      the 
work    should  be  completed  in   1872.    Now,   1872 
passed  by  some  two  years  and  more  ago,  and  the 
city  Mas  quietly  allow'ed  the   time   to  pass  by  in 
which  the  terms  of  the  connact  can  be  fulfilled. 
The  city  was  in  a  condition  to  submit  to  it  quietly. 
It  has  been  a  capital  tiling  tor  the  city.    The  ar- 
rangement has  supposed  at   the  time  to  be  one  of 
mutual  advantage  botn  to  the  city  and  the  com- 
pany; and  it  has  proved  to   have   been  of  very 
great  advantage  to  tbe  city,  ?nd  up  to  the  present 
time  a  very  serious  injury  t£  the   company,  inas- 
much as  it  has  cost  tuem  more  than  twice  what 
they  are  to  receive  from  the  city  for  the  construc- 
tion of  those  avenues.    It  will  be  claimed  undoubt- 
edly by  the  opponeuts  of   paying  this  sum,   that 
had  not  tbe  company  built  the  streets  they  could 
not  have  developed  the  territory;  but  they  never 
would    have  constructed   Huntington   and    Com- 
monwealth avenue  *  100  feet  wide ;  strt  ets  fifty  feet 
wide  would  have  satisfied  their  purpoje  jus'  as 
well.    Ttiey  have  reclarmed  a  swamp  to  an  as- 
sessed valuatiou  of  from  one  dollar  to  three  dollars 
a  foot,,  and  have  received  nothing  for  it  up  to  the 
presenttime.    Those  streets  are  sub*tantiallv  com- 
pleted now.    A  surveybas  been  made  of  the  filling 
by  the  City  Surveyor,  in  conjunction  with  the  en- 
gineer or  the  company,  and  they  agree  to  a  square 
yard  in  regard  to  tue  number  of  squaie  yards  of 
tilli:  g  it  will  take  to  complete  tnis  territory,  so 
that  every  foot  of  it  shal.  toe  up  to  grade  18.    That 
filling  I  think   is  something   like    3000  squares, 
and    the  highest  estimate  vou  could  put  upon  it 
is  87.50  a  square,  which  would  be  $22,000  or  $23,000, 
which  is  what  the  engineer  claims  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  complex  the  work  to  grade  18,  under  a 
new  contract  with  Mr.  Gay,  if  you  please.    The 
City  Solicitor  decides  that  the  contract  calls  for 
grade  18  at  the  time  these  avenues  are  delivered 
tothectty;  and  it  will  cost  less  than  $25,000  for 
the  city  to  do  it.    So  that  point  is  settled.    If  the 
ciiv  should  build  those  bridges  this  year,  it  would 
be  better  not  to  have  the  grade  raisec  till  that  is 
done,  for  the  filling  could  toe  made  to  toetter  ad- 
vantage than  toefore.  In  regard  to  grade  damages 
the  committee  do  not  propose  to  pay  a  dollar  until 
titles  to  the  avenues  are  put  into  ttiie  hands  of  the 
City  Solicitor  and-are  to  his  satisfaction,  precisely 
as  in  the  conveyance  of  other  streets.  The  convey- 
ances aad  releases  of  every  name  aid  o«iture  are 
made  satisfactory  to   the  City  Solicitor.    Those 
conveyances  have  been  made  out  by  Mr.  Wads- 
worth,  who  was  designated  by  Mr.  Healy,  and 
they  are  completed  just  as  far  as  it  is  possible  to 
nave  them  done.     There  may  be  one  or  two  re- 
leases, such  as  the  signature  of  a  minor  or  of  a  par- 
ty that  it  is  impossible  to  get  at;  but  the  amounts 
are  small,  and  it  is  for  that  very  reason  that  it  was 
thought  desrrable  to  have  this  matter  put  into  the 
hands   of     some   committee,   because   rt   is  im- 
possible    to    get     the    releases     completed     in 
every  single  instance.  Those  releases  are  of  notthe 
slightest  consequence  to  the  city.     The  claim  of 
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Bearce  &  Drew  is  of  a  little  different  character. 
They  ovn  the  fee  m  Corntb  on  wealth  avenue,  ftom 
its  junction  with  West  Chester  park  extended, 
tbir<  way  soin?.  600  feet.  This  reversionary  tee  the 
company  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  up  to  rhe 
present  time.  The  difference  in  dispute  there 
i?,  I  think,  some  $3600.  That  is  Uis  onlv 
conveyance  which  has  not  been  obtained,  as  I 
understand  it,  or  is  possible  to  obtain.  This 
claim  of  1'r.  Snelling,  so  far  a«  I  can 
judge,  is  for  the  construction  of  West 
Chester-park  street,  -virion  was  laid  our  by 
the  citv  ot  Boston,  just  the  same  as  landistakeu 
for  other  streets.  It  there  is  any  damage  there, 
it  is  by  the  construction  of  West  Chester-park 
street,  the  Water  Power  Company  having  agreed 
to  hold  the  city  harmless  on  account  of 
any  grade  damages  which  might  occur  io. 
laying  out  that  street.  The  right  to  that 
water  was  obtained  at  a  vere  large  expense  by  toe 
Water  Powei  Company  years  ago.  If  Mr.  Snell- 
ing  or  any  other  party  has  a  valid  claim  ot  this 
character,  it  should  have  been  presented  a  long 
time  pgo.,  I  believe  it  is  notning  but  justice  to 
this  corporation  that  immediate  steps  be  taken  to 
make  a  settlement  with  tbem.  It  Mr.  Snelling 
has  a  claim,  it  is  a  very  easy  matter  to  find  out  its 
character  and  amount.  It  can't  be  much,  as 
the  whole  building;  is  n't  worth  $500  and 
would  n't  sell  now  for  $300.  It  is  an  old 
brick  builriing  out  on  Parker  street.  This  sub- 
ject, Mr.  Chairman,  must  be  left  in  the  hands  of 
some  parties,  and  £  ana  hot  at  all  particuarwheth- 
er  it  is  a  joiot  special  •  omrnittee  or  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  Streets  atid  Street  Commission- 
ers in  connection  with  the  City  Solicitor.  Either 
one  thing  or  the  other  has  got  to  be  done. 
If  you  think  it  unsafe  to  trust  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets  ana  Street  Commission- 
ers, aided  by  the  legal  services  of  the  City 
Solicitor,  then  I  would  like  to  have  a  joint  special 
committee  appointed  to  settle  this  subject  be- 
tween rhe  city  and  the  Water  Power  Company. 
Whether  the  company  is  naid  up  for  money  or 
not,  <loes  not  alter  the  case  a  particle.  They  come 
here  and  say,  Make  every  deductioa  of  every  name 
and  nature  and  then  hola  back  a  sufficient 
amount  to  make  yourselves  doubly  sure,  and  give 
us  the  balance.  I  think  it  would  be  safe 
to  trust  the  matter  of  conveyances  and  releases 
with  the  City  Solicitor.  It  is  very  true  that  the 
city  is  safe  to  stand  by  its  contraci  today,  because 
there  is  a  large  amount  of  work  to  be  done. 
Streets  have  been  built  out  there  which  have  cost 
the  corporation  $500,000  or  $600,000,  and  the  city 
has  had  to  p  y  nothing  for  them.  Another 
reason  why  this  settlement  should  be  made 
at  the  present  time  is  the  tact  that 
it  is  important,  as  every  member  of  the 
Bo  u'd  krows,  that  those  streets  should  be  accept- 
ed and  the  biidges  built  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
aaother  connection  between  the  South  aid  West 
ends,  without  compelling  people  to  corne  down  to 
Dartmouth  and  Berkeley  streets,  and  then  to  go 
out  Beacon  street.  The  bridge?  can  be  built 
at  very  much  less  expense  than  they 
could  two  years  ago,  or  that  they  can  two 
years  hence.  I  hope  business  will  revive 
within  the  next  year  or  two,  so  that  labor  will  be 
better  pard  than  it  is  now.  After  these  streets 
are  put  in  order  and  the  bridges  built,  it  will 
create  a  demand  for  land,  and  the  erection  of 
buildings  will  commence  immediately.  In  fact.  I 
know  of  several  paities  who  are  desirous  of  com- 
mencing; building  on  Commonwealth  avenue,  at 
its  junction  with  West  Chester  pa;k.  I  don't 
know  that  I  have  anything'  moieto -offer  upon  this 
subject,  Mr.  Chairman.  I  take  the  same  ground 
for  the  Water  Power  Company  that  I  do  for  an 
individual.  Toev  entered  into  ihis  agreement  in 
srood  faith;  the  contract  was  made  by  good  meu: 
Hon.  H.  L.  Pierce  and  ex-Aldermtn  Jenkins  and 
Little  were  members  of  the  committee,— men  very 
cautious  in  looking  after  the  interests  ot  tne  city, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  they  knew  they  were  making 
a  very  shiewd  bargain  for  the  city,  as  it  has 
since' proved  that  it  was. 

Alderman  Quiucy — It  seems  ^o  me  that  the 
conundrum  which  the  Committee  on  Streets  pro- 
posers this :  If  these  incomplete  streets  are  accept- 
ed,  how  much  will  the  city  probably  have  to  pay 
whichit  would  n't  have  to  pay  if  the  contract  were 
fulfilled  according  to  its  letter  aDd  the  streets  were 
conveyed  clear  of  title  and  claim  for  damages.  I 
don't  know  that  I  would  trust  the  commirtee  to 
make  a  good  guess  any  more  thaD  I  would  any  one 
el~e. 


Alderman  Clark— I  don't  understand  that  we 
propose  any  conundium. 

Alderman  Quiucy— If  th?  Alderman  gives  it  up, 
he  will  do  more  than  I  think  the  whole  City  Cov- 
err.ment  will  be  compelled  to  do  at  the  present 
moment.  Betoie  we  decide  this  matter,  we  should 
know  just  how  much  ot  the  streets  can  now  be 
delive  ed  according;  to  the  contract,  and  how  much 
cannot;  what  claims  there  are  for  damages,  what 
defects  of  title  there  aie.  Then  the  question  will 
come  up  whether  all  these  streets  should  be  ac- 
cepted, or  whether  only  those  for  which  a  clear 
title  can  be  giv=n. 

Alderman  Clark— I  endeavored  to  make  myself 
perfectly  clear  upor  the  amouot  of  money  it  will 
cost  to  put  these  streets  at  grade  18—3000 
squares,  for  $22,000  or  $23,000. 

Ald-rrnan  Quincy— With  clear  titles? 

Alderman  Clark— With  titles  satisfactory  to  the 
City  Solicitor. 

Alderman  Quu:cy— Clear  of  all  claims  for  dam- 
ages? 

Alderman  ClarV— W  ith  a  title  clear  of  all  claims 
for  damages. 

Aide  man  Quincy— I  don't  so  understand  this 
order. 

Alderman  Clark— Commonwealth  avenue  is  en- 
tirely up  to  grade;  part  of  West  Chester  cark  is 
up  to  grade  and  part  is  not;  Huntington  avenue 
is  not  uo  to  grade,,  and  it  will  take  3000  squares  to 
bri?g  all  the  avenues  up  to  srrade  18.  Judge 
Hoar's  opinion,  by  the  wav,  is  that  the  contract 
does  u't  call  for  grade  18,  but  I  am  happy  to  say 
that  the  Committee  on  Streets  don't  agree  with 
him,  but  with  Mr.  Healy. 

Alderman  Stebbins— That  is  rougn  on  th°  judge. 

Aldermau  Clark— It  is.  The  committee  think 
thy  should  be  governed  by  the  City  Solicitor,  and 
they  will  require  those  streets  to  be  delivered  at 
grade  18,  or  they  will  aeriuct  its  equivalent 
from  the  amount  to  pay.  Bearce  &  Drev  own 
the  fee  in  Commonwealth  avenue  opposite  their 
.aud,|tome\;600  feet  on  West  Chester  park  this  «ay. 
Their  only  title  is  a  reversionary  claim — that  is.  if 
the  street  is  ever  discontinued  ihe  land  reverts  to 
them.  The  same  kind  of  title  is  taken  almost 
every  month  of  the  year  where  streets  are  widen- 
ed. It  is  the  ouly  titie  the  city  holds  in  Court  street. 

Alderman  Wortbiagton— And  ia  Washington 
street. 

Aldtrrcan  Clark — Tiose  are  the  only  claims  that 
I  am  aware  of,  and  tho  e  are  rhe  only  poiuts 
wherein  he  company  have  not  complied  with  the 
contract,  except  in  hot  completing  the  streets  in 
1872.  There  are  a  good  many  reasons  why  the 
streets  were  not  completed.  Tne  company  were 
Dot  able  to  go  through  certain  territory,  the 
owners  ref  usina  to  g;ive  the  land,  as  it  was  thought 
they  would.  The  city  have  never  attempted  to 
hold  them  up  to  the  contract.  But  during  the  big 
jubilee  we  were  anxiou-  io  have  Huunngton 
avenue  completed;  we  b tilt  a  bridge,  and  shall 
have  to  build  it  peain,  probably  ;  we  believe  there 
is  a  necessity  for  having  tbem  complettd  now, 
and  I  desire  to  see  ?oaie  arrangement  for  a  settle- 
ment made. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  don't  think  the  Alderman 
understood  the  conundium.  Any  one  can  toll 
what  it  will  cost  to  raise  the  streets  to  grade  18: 
but  no  one  can  cipher  out  what  a  jury  will 
award  on  such  claims  as  Mr.  Snelling;'?.  That  is 
what  the  committee  is  called  on  to  decide. 

Alderman  Piescott — It  seems  to  me,  if  it  is  to  be 
passed,  everything  that  can  oe  mane  definiie  at 
the  present  time  should  be  put  in  to  relieve  the 
committee  ot  taking  any  responsibility  in  the 
matter  upon  points  that  are  well  settled.  The 
chairman  has  told  us  the  number  of  squares  re- 
quired to  fill  this  reiritory  up  to  grade  18,  and  the 
order  might  be  amended  by  putting  in  the  amount 
to  be  allowed  on  account  of  that  difference.  If 
the  matier  is  not  recommitted  I  shall  move  that 
as  an  amendment. 

Alderman  Clark  in  the  chair. 

Aloerman  Power — The  question  is  on  recommit- 
tal, and  I  have  since  put  mv  views  into  the  form 
of  an  ordei ,  which  I  now  offer  : 

Ordered,  That  the  subject  be  recommitted  to 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets,  with  inductions 
to  report  the  number  of  releases  or  other  instru- 
ments to  be  obtained  to  perfect  the  title  to  the 
streets  m  question;  also  rhe  cost  of  obtaining  such 
releases  and  instruments;  also  the  number  and 
chaiacter  of  any  aim  all  other  claims  against  the 
Boston  Water  Power  Company  for  grane  or  fro  wage 
damages,  or  for  damag-es  of  other  description  ;  also 
the   difference   of   grade  iu    ssid  streets  aud  the 
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prcbable  cost  of  .aising  them  to  the  established 
grade  reci'ed  is  said  contract. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  hope  that  will  prevail,  as  it 
will  give  the  information  we  desire  to  obtain. 

Alderman  O'Brien — If  the  Committee  on  Streets 
are  willing  to  unc  ei  take  all  this  work  I  have  no 
objection  to  the  recommittal;  'out  I  think  it  is  put- 
ties: a  burden  upon  their  shoulders  that  don't  be- 
long to  them.  Ore  thing  is  mosc  unaccountable 
in  all'  thie  business:  That  a  contract  involving 
so  large  a  sum  of  money  remains  unfinished 
year  after  year  when  it  requires  so  small  a 
percentage  to  complete  it.  It  is  Che 
duty  of  the  company  to  pass  tnis  con- 
tract over  to  the  city  clear  and  free  from  all  li^ns 
upon  the  territory.  It  is  our  duty  to  stick  co  the 
contract  and  riot  take  the  streets  until  they  are 
offered  i  i  that  way.  The  city  is  a  good  paymaster 
and  will  meet  its  agreement  at  rhat  time. 

Alderman  Power — I  would  take  the  same  ground 
were  it  not  for  thestatement  of  the  chairman  that  it 
is  impossible  to  get  some  of  ther  eleases,  and  that, 
if  we  stuck  to  the  letter  of  the  coo ti act  we  never 
should  get  anything.  It  such  i:  the  case  I  am 
willing  to  make  a  compromise,  and  that  is  the  rea- 
son I  offer  this  amendment. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  don't  know  that  I 
shall  seriously  onject  to  the  proposed  recommit- 
tal; but  I  think  the  time  has  arrived  for  the  city 
to  come  forward  and  make  a  settlement  with  the 
Water  Power  Company.  Trie  company  have 
almost  completed  ths  contc?ct;  there  is  hardly 
anything  to  be  done.  The  only  thing  that 
cannot  be  obtained  is  the  fee  of  Bearce  & 
Drew,  which  is  of  no  possible  value  unless 
Commonwealth  avenue  is  discontinued.  There 
is  a  controversy  about  other  things  to  which  the 
city  should  not  be  a  party.  There  is  a  lady  travel- 
ling in  Europe  whose  trustees  £ay  she  will  sign 
the  release  aS  soon  ?s  she  comes  home,  and  there 
are  two  mortgages  ready  to  be  transfeired  as 
soon  as  the  money  comes  into  their  hands.  In  re- 
gard to  Mr.  SceliiUj-'s  claim,  the  compauy  say  you 
may  hold  back  the  entire  value  of  that  property 
to  pay  toe  damages  there.  Can  we  ask  more  than 
that?  I  know  of  a  cate  where  the  company  pud 
#5000  within  two  months  where  there  was  n't  any 
claim,  in  the  opinion  of  the  conveyancer,  but  Gen- 
eral Whitney  took  the  money  out  of  his  pocket 
and  said; "  Be  will  stop  that."  Everything  is  to  be 
done  entirely  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Committee 
on  Streets.  I  wish  to  show  now  n  hat  the  resul  i  of 
this  work  has  been  for  the  city  of  Boston.  The 
Water  Power  Company  give  to  the  city  in  these 
avenues  twentv-three  acres  of  laod,  or  13,620  ad- 
ditional feet,  5-nd  they  have  paid  $024,672  for  the 
filling  put  on  thein.  It  has  also  cost  the  company 
$67,003.95  f  oi  the  lands  ol  other  parties,  where 
these  avenues  have  crossed  them,  viz.,  William 
Gray,  $15,335.10;  Skillings  and  others,  $21,283; 
Boynton  and  others,  $30.385.85— amounting  to 
$67\003.95,  that  they  have  paid  out  for  territory 
which  they  have  conveyed  to  the  city.  The  clem 
of  theWa'er  Power  Company  says  the  releases  de- 
manded by  the  City  Solicitor  or  by  Mr.  Wadsworth, 
who  has  charge  of  the  work  by  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  Healey,  have  been  procured  and  executed, 
excepting  that  of  Messrs.  Hearce  &  Drew,  about 
which  General  Whitney  explained  to  the  com- 
mittee, and  1  have  also  explained  to  the  Board. 
In  regard  io  the  rilling,  they  have  filled  more 
on  Commonwealth  avenue  than  the  con- 
tract required  by  5633  cubic  yards,  or 
705  squares  in  excess  of  the  requirements 
of  the  contract.  Now,  sir,  I  de.-ire  to  call 
attention  to  one  other  thing,  as  an  act  of  justice 
to  the  company.  What  has  been  the  increased 
valuation  on  the  Back  Bay  since  this  work  com- 
menced? The  taxes  assessed  by  the  city  on  the 
Boston  Water  Power  Company  io  1869  were 
$4749.74;  in  1870,  $5633.46;  in  1873,  $30,220.80;  in 
1874,  $33,192.12.  The  lacrease  from  1869  to  1874 
is  from  $4749.74  io  $33,192.12.  Now  look 
at  another  thing.  William  Gray  owns 
167,208  feet  ot  lacd,  exclusive  or  street, 
nearly  all  of  which  is  unfilled,  for  which  he 
paid  $14,500  in  1869.  It  ha*  been  increased  in  value 
from  10  cents  a  foot  in  1869  to  15  in  1871,  30  m  1872, 
50  in  1873,  and  97  in  1874.  That  is  an  increase  on 
account  of  the  work  done  by  the  company.  Take 
Commonwealth  avenue  on  the  north  side, 
from  Exeter  to  Fairfield  street.  In  1868,  $1.25 
a  foot;  in  1875,  $2.62%  a  foot.  I  will 
not  detain  the  Aldermen  by  reading  all 
the  figures  I  have.  Commonwealth  avenue, 
from  Fairfield  to  Gloucester  street,  in  1868, 
75  cents  per  foot;  in  1875,  $2  a  foot.  From  Glou- 
cester street  to  Hereford  street,  in  1868,  60  cents 
for  upland,  and  25  cents  for  flats;  in  1875,  $1.75  a 


foot,  and  all  upland.  From  Hereford  street  to 
West  Chester  park,  in  1868,  70  cents  a  foot  foi  up- 
land, 15  cents  for  flats;  in  1875,  all  upland,  $1.25. 
From  Exeter  to  Fairfield  street,  in  1868,  all  flats, 
10  cents  a  foot;  in  1875,  the  land  all  filled  and  as- 
sessed at  $3  a  foot— an  increase  of  from  10  cents 
co  $3  on  that  laud  alone.  Fairfield  io 
Gloucester  street,  in  1868,  10  cenis:  in  1875, 
$1.75.  From  Gloucester  street  to  West  Ches- 
ter oak,  in  1868,  for  marsh  flats,  10  cents  a  foot ; 
in  1875,  for  flats,  75  cents;  for  land  $1.15.  Now 
take  Hunfrngfrm  avenue,— north  side,  near  the 
Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  and  Newton  streets — 
in  1868,  flats,  10  cents  per  foot;  in  1875,  all  filled 
up,  $1.30.  From  West  Newfon  street  to  West 
Cnester  park,  in  1868,  for  flats,  10  cents  per  foot; 
in  1875,  land  all  filled  up,  $1.30  per  foot.  From 
the  Boston  &  Albany  Railioid  and  West  New- 
ton street  (south  sice),  io  1868,  for  flats, 
10  cents  per  foot;  in  1875,  all  land,  $1.15.  From 
West  Newton  street  to  West  Chester  Dark,  in  1868, 
10  cents  for  marsh  and  flats ;  in  1875,  all  land,  $1.20 
afoot.  These  are  the  valuations  maoe  by  the  as- 
sessors of  the  city  of  Bocton.  Now,  sir,  we  see 
that  the  city  is  getting  in  the  way  of  taxes  a  great 
deal  more  than  the  interest  on  the  amount  ot  the 
contract.  Huo  ingtou  avenue  was  rilled  up  to 
giade  in  1872.  cut  it  has  sunk  to  twelve  iocbes  on 
account  ot  the  run,  and  in  many  places  it  )s  wider 
than  the  cootivct  calls  for.  It  seems  to  me  that 
here  is  a  case  where  we  can  dea!  justly,  fairly,  wich 
this  company.  I  don't  oVject  to  the  reference, 
though  the  ciaamittee  know  exactly  what  the  ex- 
pense will  be.  The  City  Survey  oi  has  r  early  all 
the  figures  which  it  is  possible  co  get  at  this  time. 
The  othet  things  can  be  as  well  provided  for  by 
passing  it  today  as  at  a  later  oate. 

The  order  offered  by  Alderman  Power  was 
passed. 

Seut  down. 

CUEB  OB  FENCE  ON  THE  COMMON. 

The  majority  and  minority  reports  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common  on  the  subject  of  a  fence  or 
curb  on  the  Tremont-street  side  of  the  Common 
came  up  with  the  adoption  of  the  minority  report 
(City  Doc.  No.  83)  and  passage  of  the  order  to  pro- 
cure proposals  for  the  erection  of  a.  curb  and  iron 
fence  on  the  westerly  line  of  Tremont  street,  be- 
tween Park  and  Boylstou  streets,  substantially  in 
accordance  with  tne  i  Ian  of  Gporge  R.  Meacham. 

The  question  was  on  coaeunem  e  in  the  passage 
of  the  order  recommended  by  the  minority. 

Alderman  Power — In  lelation  to  this  fence  mat- 
ter, I  did  not  propose  to  say  much  had  it  not  been 
for  the  blood  and  thunder  speeches  that  I  see  re- 
ported in  the  Common  Council.  From  the  stand 
which  I  have  taken,  in  this  Government  for  the 
preservation  of  the  Coamon,  I  connot  allow  this 
matter  to  be  settled  here  without,  saying  a  few 
words  in  ray  own  defence  at  any  rate  upon  that 
subject,  as  I  favor  the  curb.  One  would  sup- 
pose from  the  remarks  of  gentlemen  m 
the  Common  Council  that  those  who  favor 
the  curb  were  in  league  with  those  who  wish  to 
destroy  the  Common,  and  givs  it  ap  for  horse 
railroad  purposes  and  all  that  sort  of  thing.  Now, 
this  question  of  a  fence  tame  up  in  1873,  v^ben  the 
sidewalk  was  taken  for  the  widening  of  Tremont 
street.  After  the  sidewalk  was  taken  it  was  deem- 
ed best  by  this  Board  to  take  down  the  fence  for 
the  purpose  of  beautifying  the  Common.  It  was 
considered  that  it  pi  ese'n ted  a  better  appeararce 
without  any  fence  around  it,  and  as  in  other 
cities  they  had  abanconed  feucts  for  hand- 
some curbs,  it  seercec  best  to  do  so  here, 
and  ic  was  the  UDaimous  vote  of  this  Board,  I 
think,  to  remove  the  fence.  It  went  to  the  Com- 
mon Council,  and  there  again  the  widening  of 
Tremont  st. eft  came  up.  It  wa=  debateo,and  so  it 
went  by  for  last  year.  It  came  up  again 
this  year  and  the  Committee  on  Commons 
and  Squares,  comr  in  again  wrtb  a  unan- 
imous report,  recommending  a  curb.  The 
committee  looked  at  the  trees  bordering 
upon  that  street,  and  they  were  unani- 
mously in  favor  of  a  curb.  But  rem  od  straits  come 
in.  The  newspapers  then  took  the  matter  up,  and 
a  few  persons,  not  more  than  three  in  number,  I 
think,  began  to  write  articles  upon  the  subject. 
They  were  alarmed.  They  tbojghtit  was  a  move 
to  cut  off  a  slice  of  the  Common,  and  tha  excite- 
ment was  again  raised  that  there  was  a  plot  to 
cake  a  piece  of  the  Common.  I  would  under  no 
circumstances  take  an  inch  from  Boston  Common. 
I  would  sooner  vote  to  take  the  whole  row  of  build- 
ings on  this  side  of  Tremont  stieet  to  Boylston  street 
than  to  take  one  inch  of  Boston  Common,  tor  I 
think  it  is   essentially    and   vitally  necessary  to 
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Boston  to  preserve  every  inch  of  it  for  the  beauty 
and  bealtl  of  the  city.  But  whan  gentlemen  in 
the  Council  talk  jn  tins  way  of  those  who  favor 
the  curb— 

"But  no;  the  fire  bas  been  lighted;  the  tiger 
bas  tasted  blood—" 

I  wonder  what  tbe  gentleman  bad  been  tasting 
to  work  his  mind  up  into  that  honible  state.  I 
imagined  that  the  shades  ot  Sylvanus  Cobb  and 
that  sort  of  literature  had  departed  with  him; 
and  as  Ned  Buntlme  bad  been  disposed  ot  by 
Buffalo  Bill,  I  did  not  suppose  our  ears  were  to  be 
again  alarmed  by  such  language  as  this.  But 
so  it  goes  on — 

"The  indignation  ot  the  people  was  plainly 
aroused  to  see  that  they  had  placed  here  guardians 
of  their  iigats  and  privileges  who  would  stand 
ialv  bv  and  see  then  rights  invaded." 

I  think  it  is  hardly  necessary  for  me  to  say  any- 
thing more  as  to  my  views  upon  this  main  ques- 
tion of  the  importance  of  preserving  every  inch 
of  the  Common.  That  has  been  the  reason  why  I 
have  favored  this  curb.  The  most  permanent 
barrier  it  seems  to  me  that  can  be  put  ttiere 
against  any  encroachment  upon  the  Commoo 
is  a  curb.  As  for  the  damage  to  the  trees, 
I  pretend  to  know  more  about  it  than 
these  geutlemen  who  have  written  these 
seusational  articles  and  made  these  sensational 
speecaes  upon  the  subject.  As  soon  as  the  fence 
was  taken  down  and  the  line  put  back  I  saw  the 
roots  cut  off  just  as  much  as  will  be  required  to 
be  done  for  this  ne;v  curb.  There  is  no  need  for 
touching  these  trees.  Theie  is  quite  a  number  of 
tb-m  that,  it  is  as  well  to  temove  as  to  allow  them 
to  stana  there.  As  I  said  before,  I  consider  it  the 
moss  perfect  barrier  as  well  as  the  most  beautiful 
enclosure  that  can  be  put  around  the  Com- 
mon, and  therefore  I  advocate  tbe  curb. 
The  plan  of  the  feace  which  is  pioposed  is  a 
very  taking  one.  It  is  a  very  pretty  fence,  but  it 
is  not  the  proper  thing  to  put  there.  If  a  fence 
is  put  up  there  again  the  City  Eagiueer  says  such 
a  fence  as  is  proposed  cannot  stand  there;  and 
any  one  who  knows  anything  about  this  climate 
knows  that  a  curb  put  nine  iaches  into  the 
grouua  with  earth  backed  up  agsinst  it,  cannot 
stand.  We  all  know  how  the  fences  on  our 
thoroughfares  are  creaking  down  every  day.  Such 
a  fence  as  this  ;s  not  a  permanent  thing.  It  will 
always  be  a  standiog  bill  of  expense  to  the  cny  of 
Boston,  'the  granite  stringer  that  goe  <  from  post 
to  post  will  be  broken  every  winter  by  the  bearing 
of  the  frost,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  for  the  pres- 
ervation of  the  Common,  a  permanent  structure 
should  be  put  there.  For  permanency  and  for  the 
prevention  of  anv  encroachment  upon  the  Com- 
mon, it  seems  to  me  the  surest  and  safest  thing  to 
put  there  is  a  cuib.  I  have  as  great  a  love  for'  the 
trees  on  ibe  Common  astha  gentlemen  who  wrote 
these  articles,  and  if  I  thought  it  was  going  to  in- 
jure the  trees  I  should  not  wish  to  do  anything 
that  would  have  such  an  effect.  Therefore  I  hope 
the  r&port  ol  the  majority  will  be  substituted  for 
the  minority  report,  atid  I  make  that  motion. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  agree  with  the  Alder- 
man fiom  Ward  12  that  some  gentlemen  in 
the  newspapers,  and  perhaps  elsewhere,  have 
been  making  a  mountain  out  of  a  mole- 
bill.  It  was  thought  that  some  members 
of  the  committee  had  surrendered  to  the  vandals 
in  being  inclined  to  favor  a  curb.  The  facts  are 
that  we  supposed  that  one  wo^ld  be  about  as  dan- 
gerous to  the  roots  of  the  trees  as  the  other.  But 
since  the  hearing  it  has  seemed  to  me  that  tbe 
current  of  public  opin'on,  not  merely  as  indicated 
by  one  or  two  communications,  is  in  favor  of  a 
fence,  rather  than  a  curb.  Therefore  if  there 
is  a  strong  feeliog  in  the  community  that  a 
curb  will  injure  the  trees,  I  think  it  is 
my  duty  to  defer  to  that  public  opinion,  as  in  this 
matter  no  principle  is  involved.  If  a  large  class 
really  think  the  curb  would  destroy  those  trees,  I 
think  it  is  my  duty  to  vote  tor  a  fence  instead  ot  a 
curb.  As  to  the  matter  of  the  permanency  of  the 
fence,  I  think  we  had  experts  before  us  who  told 
us  we  had  a  fence  fhe  uost  noles  for  wt.ich  would 
go  deeper  into  the  ground  tuan  the  trench  for  the 
curb.  I  think  we  had  the  testimony  of  experts  that 
a  structure  resting  upon  such  a  foundation  would 
be  less  likely  to  be  lifted  out  of  the  post  holes. 
It  is  a  matter  upon  which  I  do  not  desire  to  take 
the  blood  snd  thunder  position  that  the  gentle- 
man has  allud6d  to  in  bis  remarks  upon  the  otLer 

branch, but  as  public  opinion  is  so  strongly  in 

favor  of  a  fence,  I  think  I  should  defer  to  it. 

Alderman  O'Brien— A  curb  or  ftnee  upon  Bos- 
ton Common  may  be  looked  upon  as  a  very  trivial 


matter;  but  as  the  Alderman  from  Waid  12  says, 
the  attention  of  citizens  has  beju  called  to  it 
through  the  newspaper-.  It  is  a  matter  that  they 
all  feel  an  interest  in  and  aie  sensitive  about. 
And  why  are  ihey  so  sensitive?  Because  out 
Common,  small  and  insignificant  as  it  is  compared 
wtth  the  parks  of  other  cities,  brings  to  every 
Boston  boy  more  pleasant  recollections  than 
any  other  rrlace  in  the  city.  That  is  the  reason 
why  we  hear  so  stiong  ana  positive  language  used 
about  it  in  the  other  brancn  ;  and  that  is  the  rea- 
son why  such  stroug  articles  appear  in  the  news- 
papers. So  far  as  the  curb  is  concerned,  it  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  neither  ornamental  nor  useful, 
for  I  am  satisfied  that  if  will  destroy  the 
outer  row  of  trees.  The  best  evidence  m 
the  city  can  be  produced  in  support  of 
that  belief,  and  even  common  seose  and 
our  experience  on  the  Common  would  show 
that.  I  believe  tbe  fence  will  not  only  be  more 
ornamental  to  the  Common,  but  more  useful; 
while  the  curb  and  the  fence  protect  both  the 
side  on  the  street  and  on  the  Common.  If  we  put 
back  ihe  fence  on  the  Common  I  have  uo  doubt 
it  will  silence  for  years,  if  not  forever,  the  cp.i!  for 
taking  any  portion  of  the  Common  for  business 
puipsses. 

Alderman  Power  in  tne  chair. 

Alderman  Clark— I  don't  propose  co  occupy 
much  of  the  time  of  the  Boaro  at  this  lat3  hour, 
but  I  wish  to  set  myself  right  upon  this  question 
ot  a  fence  or  curb.  It  is  well  known  ta^t  the 
committee  investigated  this  subject  very  thor- 
oughly last  j  ear.  They  did  it  in  coosulta  cioti  with 
the  City  Engineer,  aim  their  idea  was  to  get  the 
best  finish  possible  for  Tremont  street,  iuasmuch 
as  the  previous  City  Government  had  decided  not 
to  have  the  fence  pur  back.  At  the  time  the 
old  fence  was  taken  away  it  was  by  a 
very  large  majority  voted  not  to  put  back 
that  fence  or  an.v  other  on  Tremont  street.  As 
one  of  the  members  of  that  committee  my  desire 
was  to  have  tbrt  be-t  permanent  fii  ish  it  was  pos- 
sible to  obtain  put  down.  And  we  could  come  to 
co  other  conclusion  after  consulting  with  the  City 
EDgiueer  than  to  recommend  the  putting  up  of  a 
curbstone  which  would  give  a  very  fine  finish  to 
the  Tremont-street  side  of  theCommou.  I  doubt 
very  much  whether  there  are  many  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Board  who  understand  what  that 
curb  was  to  be,  or  have  taVen  the  trouMe  to  ex- 
amine the  plans  of  the  Citv  Engineer  of  the 
curb  which  we  proposed  to  put  there. 
The  subject  of  widening  Tremont  street  was 
settled  by  tbe  last  Legislature.  And  until  a 
majority  of  the  citizens  of  Boston  wish  to  have 
Tremont  street  r,?irlene<l  by  taking  a  portion  of 
the  Common,  of  course  it  will  not  be  takeu. 
"When  chat  time  comes,  it  will  be  settled  bv  the 
citizens,  and  not  by  a  majority  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil. In  regard  to  the  widening,  when  that  time 
does  come,  I  certainly  shall  not  favor  the 
wideoing  ot  Tremont  stieet  by  taking  the 
tow  of  buildings  on  tne  opposite  side,  the  whole 
■length,  instead  of  taking  a  few  feet  from  the 
Common.  But  that  is  not  the  question  before  us 
at  the  present  time.  It  is  simply  which  tow  is  the 
best— not  tbe  most  economical,  but  tbe  best- 
finish  foi  the  Common  upon  Tremoat  street;  and 
that  is  a  question  which  was  thoroughly  investi- 
gated by  the  commitiee  last  year.  It  was  also 
thoroughly  investigated  by  the  committee  this 
year.  And  tbe  committee  did  not  go  into 
the  commit.tee  room  and  talk  it  over  there 
merely,  and  get  the  opinioa  of  this  inau  and 
that  man,  but  they  went  down  to  the  ground 
themselves.  They  even  bad  drawn  a  plan  show- 
ing the  distauce  from  every  tree  upon  the  mall  to 
ths  curb.  The  committee  were  unanimous,  Mr. 
Chairman,  upon  the  subject  that  a  curb  was  de- 
cidedly preferable  to  a  fence,  and  so  reported. 
But  a  few  gentlemen  thought  they  had  not  had  an 
opportunity  to  express  their  views  before  the 
committee,  and  a  hearing  was  given,  and 
at  that  hearing  as  many  experts  testified 
in  favor  of  a  curb  as  in  favor  of  a 
fence.  As  many  men  who  are  supposed 
to  understand  the  natuie  and  character  of  trees 
testified  their  preference  for  a  cuib  as  testified  in 
favor  of  a  fence.  It  is  simply  a  matter  of  taste. 
In  the  opinion  of  the  parties  who  come  before  the 
committee  a  fence  will  be  as  much  injury  to  the 
trees  as  a  curb  would  be.  Then  again,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, it  is  a  fact  that  the  fence  recommended  by 
the  miuority,  the  plan  ot  which  was  drawn  by 
Mr.  Meacham,  is  not,  iu  the  opinion  of  the 
City  Engireer,  a  substantial  structure;  it  will 
not     stand     the    winters.      He    has     told     me 
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that  within  a  very  f p  v  minutes.  I  have  bo 
feeliog  upoo  this  question  at  all.  If  it  is  the 
sense  of  tbis  Board  to  nave  a  fence  9.s  recom- 
mended in  preference  to  a  curb,  I  hope  such  a 
fence  will  be  put  down  tbereas  will  net  be  thrown 
out  of  place  by  the  frosts  of  winter.  It  is  well 
known,  I  suppose,  tbat  the  fences  around  the 
squares  at  the  Soutb  End  are  not  oniy  an  eyesore, 
but  that  thev  are  a  standing  bill  ot  expeuae.  The 
cose  of  repairing  these  fences  is  some  thousands 
of  dollars  yearly  and  uot  some  hundreds. 
You  can  see  by  tae  plan  that  this  proposed  fence 
is  very  pretty.  It  is  something  bke  the  fences 
at  the  South  End,  but  it  is  not  of  the  substantial 
character  of  the  old  feuce  around  the  Coromon. 
The  cost  is  only  an  approximate  one,  ar.d  there  is 
no  cert aiu ty  that  it  wdl  not  be  very  much  greater 
than  the  estimate  of  the  engineer.  The  cost  o'f 
the  curb  is  bona  fide.  Parties  propose  to  put  the 
curbing  in  at  the  figures  stated.  It  was  testified 
to  before  the  committee  by  two  or  three  gentle- 
men, that  if  we  aiv  to  have  a  fence  there  their 
preference  would  be  to  have  the  same  kiud 
of  a  tence  that  was  taken  away.  If  we 
are  to  have  a  fence  at  all,  Mr.  Chairman, 
I  hope  we  snail  have  the  same  kind  of  a  fence  put 
back  there  that  was  tak-<n  away,  so  that  it  would 
correspond  with  the  other  part  of  the  Common 
and  be  uniform. 

Alderman  Power  withdrew  his  motion  go  substi- 
tute the  najority  for  the  minority  report,  and  the 
Boa  d  concurred  with  the  Common  Co'incil  in  the 
passage  of  the  minority  order — yeas  8,  nays  3. 

Yeas— Aldei  men  Burrage,  Ha:'ns,  O'Biien,  Pope, 
Prescott,  Quincy,  Stebbins  and  Yiles— 8. 

Nays— Aldermen  Clark,  Power,  Worthington— 3. 

Subsequently  Alderman  Clark  moved  a  recon- 
sideration, which  prevailed,  and  he  offered  aa 
amendment  authorjeing  the  committee  to  adver 
tise  foi  proposals  "lor  a  fence  of  the  same  design 
as  encircles  the  remainder  of  the  Common. "  He 
simply  desired  that  'he  comtnfttee  should  pro- 
cure the  estimates,  and  tne  Board  could  adopt 
which  plan  it  saw  fit. 

Alderman  Quincy  had  no  objection  to  the 
amendment,  and  AJderm.sn  Prescott  toought  oth- 
er plans  rnigst  De  better  than  Mr.  Meactam's.  He 
suggestea  an  ammendinent  that  they  advertise  for 
such  plans  as  they  may  deem  advisable. 

Alderman  Clark  accepted  the  amendment. 

Alderman  Worthington  moved  'o  further  amend 
by  substituting  tne  words  "such  plans  as  niav  be 
submitted  to  them,"  in  order  that  the  public  geu- 
eially  may  offer  plans,  and  the  committee  not  Oe 
confined  to  any  particular  one. 

Tne  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  order 
passed  as  amended. 

Sent  down. 

Alderman  Clark  in  the  chair. 

REPORTS  OF   CITY  OFFICERS. 

Chief  of  Police.  Quarterly  report  ending  July 
1st.    Placed  on  file. 

Auditor  of  Accounts.  Monthly  exhibit  for  July 
1st.    Bellowing  is  the  state  of  the  appropriations : 

Expended.       Unexpended. 


Appropriations, 

Revenues,  etc. 

General. . .  .$13,539,257.09 

Special 3,943,291.31 


$2,354,161.77 
382,230.61 


$11,185,095.32 
3,561,060.70 


$17,482,548.40         $2,736,392.38        $14,746,156.02 

Sent  dowu. 

City  Solicitor.  Semi-annual  report.  Placed  on 
file  on  motion  of  Alderman  Yortttington,  who 
said  the  printing  of  the  report  was  a  useless  ex- 
pense. 

Fire  Commissioners.  Report  of  tires  and  alarms 
for  June. 

Sent  down. 

MYSTIC  WATER  BOARD. 

Tbe  annual  report  of  this  Board  was  received 
[City  Doc.  No.  00]  and  sent  down. 

The  board  say  the  works  are  believed  to  be  in 
most  respects  in  very  satisfactory  order.  At  the 
lake  a  great  deal  has  been  done  to  improve  the 
shores,  and  to  strengthen  and  keep  in  order  tbe 
dam.  The  head  gate  house  and  the  conduit  in  its 
whole  length  seem  to  be  in  good  condition.  Need- 
ful repairs  and  renewal  of  screens  at  the  pipe 
chamber  have  been  made.  The  gate  house  at  the 
pipe  chamber  should  be  enlarged.  Trie  engine 
house  and  the  dwelling  house  and  grounds  con- 
nected therewith  have  been  kept  in  good  order, 
with  but  few  changes.  The  engines  are  still  in 
excellent  working  order.  The  force  maio  has 
proved  to  be  sufficient  for  all  need  since  our  last 


report;  butvseseeno  reason  to  alter  our  judg- 
ment that  it  will  be  wise  to  construct  a  second 
line.  A  good  deal  of  work  will  be  necessary  dur- 
ing the  next  year  in  relaying  many  pipes  where 
they  have  been  put  down  bt  fore  in  a  careless  and 
improper  manner. 

From  experiments  made  by  Mr.  A.  Ftely,  Mr. 
Thomas  Doane,  Mr.  Symaoes,  assistant  suoerin- 
tendent  of  the  works,  in  1871,  it  has  bsen  found 
that  m  a  year  like  1871  the  Mystic  basin  can  be  de- 
pended upon  for  a  daily  supply  of  17,065,313  gal- 
lons. But  to  do  this,  additional  storage  basins 
must  be  constructed,  as  the  quautity  wasted  over 
tbe  flam  was  58%  per  cant,  of  the  whole  yield  of 
the  lake.  In  the  result  ot  the  experiments  made, 
the  City  Engineer  and  Mr.  Do<»ne  were  agreed; 
and  we  think  their  conclusions  can  and  should  be 
relied  on  in  estimating  the  value  of  the  water 
supply  from  this  source,  or  in  making 
calculations  for  increased  ctorage  capacity,  or 
other  improvements  in  the  Mystic  water  basin. 

Basing  our  judgment  upon  the  analyses  and  ex- 
aminations made  ot  the  water  of  Mystic  Lake,  we 
are  of  tbe  opinion  that  its  quality  is  good,  com- 
paratively and  actually;  and  that  all  attempts  to 
disparage  it  would  utterly  fail,  were  it  not  for  the 
existence  of  manufacturing  establishments  which 
drain  into  tbe  tributary  stivams  of  the  lake.  This 
we  believe  to  be  the  true  view  of  the  case,  and  we 
are  therefore  prepared  to  recommend  the  imme- 
diate construction  of  sewers,  to  divert  these  im- 
purities a.vay  from  the  tributary  streams,  and 
discharge  them  below  the  conduit  into  th"  Mystic 
River,  at  a  .  ost  of  from  $160,000  to  $210,000,  de- 
pending upon  the  point  of  discharge. 

Tne  boaro  look  favorably  upon  the  scheme  for 
raising  Horn  Pond,  estimated  to  cost  $119,000,  as 
a  beginning  of  the  improvements  in  this  direc- 
tion, and  will  be  ready  to  recommend  immediate 
action  as  soon  as  the  question  of  sewerage  is  de- 
termined. The  total  water  i  ates  for  the  year  1874, 
as  shown  in  the  report  of  the  clerk,  were  $235,- 
030.97,  and  for  tbe  four  months  ending  April  30, 
1875,  $148,404.59.  The  amount  of  water  binds  out- 
standing April  30, 1875,  was  $1,280,000.  The  amouiit 
of  the  sinking  fund  April  30. 1875,  was  $138,228.76. 

The  whole  quantity  of  -vat-r  delivered  from  the 
reservoir  in  the  year  1874  was  2,838,824,783  gallons. 
This  included  57.171,137  gallons  which  were  fur- 
nished the  Cochituate  Water  Board  for  the  city 
proper,  in  thirty  days,  from  Nov.  8  to  Dec.  8, 1874. 
Leaving  out  this  supply  to  the  city  nroper,  the 
average  daily  consumption  in  1874  was  7,621,187 
gallons,  a  decrease  from  the  year  1873  of  134,844 
gallons.  In  the  four  months  ending  April  30, 1875, 
the  whole  consumption  amounted  to  1,205,836,426 
gallons.  On  tbe  22d  of  April,  by  direction  of  the 
Cochituate  Water  Board,  the  Mystic  water  was 
shut  off  from  East  Boston  and  the  Cochituate 
let  on. 

Up  to  this  date  (April  22)  the  average  dailv  con- 
sumption from  Jan.  1, 1875.  was  10.324,833  gallons. 
In  closing  their  report  the  board  say,  "A  majority 
of  the  members  of  rois  board  are  decidedly  of  the 
opinion  that  an  interest  of  the  magnitude  and  im- 
portance of  the  water  works  of  the  city  of  Boston 
at  the  present  time  should  be  placed,  with  tbe 
least  possible  deiay,iotbe  hands  of  a  boara  whose 
whole  time  and  talent  should  be  devoted  to  its 
management." 

CITY  HOSPITAL. 

Alderman  O'Brien  presented  the  eleventh  an- 
nual report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital, 
which  was  sent  down. 

The  r  umber  of  patients  remaining  in  the  hosoi- 
tal  April  30, 1874,  was  238;  admitted  during  the 
year,  3424,  making  a  total  of  3662.  The  number 
discharge  J  was  3130;  died,  291,  making  a  total  of 
3421;  remaining  in  the  hospital,  241.  The  largest 
number  in  the  hospital  at  any  time  was  285;  small- 
est number,  188;  dady  average,  230V4;  average 
length  of  stay  of  each  patient,  22%;  number  of 
patients  treated  in  the  out-patient  department, 
8732;  number  of  visits  made  to  the  aospitalby  this 
class,  27,457. 

The  entiie  cost  of  maintaining  the  hospital  during 
the  year,  including  every  expenditure,  was  at  the 
rate  of  $9.89  6  10  per  week,  or  $118,539.16;  but  of 
the  patients  enumerated,  96  paid  for  225.37  weeks' 
board,  or  $2851.64,  leaving  the  sum  of  $115,687.52  as 
the  cost  to  the  city  of  treating  3566  non-paying 
patients  for  *he  total  of  11,752.67  weeks,  wnich  is 
at  the  rate  of  $9.84  3-10  per  week.  But  by  averag- 
ing the  net  cost  of  mainiainmg  the  hospital  for 
the  year  among  all  patients  treated,  the  average 
cost  to  the  city  of  each  patient  was  $9.41%  per 
week.  The  daily  average  in  the  number  of  patients 
treated  is  seven  more  than  in  1874,  total  number 
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treated  is  227  more,  and  356  2-7  more  weeks'  board 
has  been  furnished  than  in  that  year. 

The  City  Council  of  1874  grant i  d  au  appropria- 
tion of  $190,000  for  the  enlargement  or  extension 
of  the  hospital  buildings,  and  the  larger  portion 
of  the  year  was  occupied  in  arranging  acd  per- 
fecting plans  for  the  purprse.  The  new  struc- 
tures embrace  two  main  buildings,  for  medical 
and  surgical  treatment,  two  'one-story  pavilions, 
and  one  building  for  culinary  purposes.  The  past 
years  have  been  fiuitful  m  experience  regarding 
the  treatment  of  disease,  and  ra  the  plans  for  the 
enlargemen  t  of  the  hospital  the  trusi  ees  have  en- 
deavored to  avail  themselves  of  it. 

BONDS  APPROVED. 

The  bonds  of  Augustus  Grant,  constable,  and 
Charles  B.  Rice,  Superintendent  of  Faueuil  Hall 
Market,  being  presented,  duly  certified,  were  ap- 
proved by  the  Boar  a. 

PETITION  FOB  STEAM  ENGINE. 

A  petition  wao  received  from  Robert  Bishop  for 
leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  engine  at  134  Tu- 
dor street,  and  au  order  of  notice  v,  as  passed  for 
a  hearing  to  all  parties  objecting,  on  Monday, 
Aug.  2,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M. 

BOXBURY    CANAL. 

The  Chairman  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  on  tha  report  and  order 
from  the  Committee  on  Harbor,  relative  to  the 
dredging  of  Roxbury  Cinal  and  ?  portion  of 
Charles  River,  at  an  expense  of  $10,000,  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  order  in  a  new 
draft  as  follows. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Boston  Har- 
boi  be  authorized  to  contract  for  dredgiug  Rox- 
bury Canal  and  a  portion  of  Charles  River  lying 
north  of  Beaton  street,  at  an  expense  not  ex- 
ceeding $10,000,  and  that  the  Auditor  of  Accounts 
be  and  he  hereby  is  authoiized  to  transfer  from 
the  Reserved  Fund  seid  sum  for  that  purpose. 

Alderman  Powei  thought  that  before  this  order 
was  passtd  the  amount  to  be  expended  toi  each 
should  be  stated  more  definitely,  as  the  Roxbury 
Canal  dredging  was  to  oe  a  private  benefit. 

Alderman  Burrage  said  the  committee  would 
have  to  obtain  estimates  first.  Re  had  consulted 
the  City  Solicitor,  who  thinks  the  abutters  are  not 
responsiole  for  the  nuisance  unless  created  by 
tnemselves.  Anyone  lco-nng  at  the  deposit  can 
see  that  it  is  from  the  sewers,  and  as  there  is  no 
current,  to  carry  it  out,  it  remains  there. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed  yeas  9, 
nays  2— Aldermen  Power  and  Prescott  voting  cay. 
Sent  down. 

THE  VEGETABLE  MABKET. 

The  chairman  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  recommendicg  the  passage  of 
tne  order  for  an  appropriation  of  $12,000  for  a 
market  on  the  grounds  of  the  Mercantile  Wharf 
Corporation,  in  a  new  draft,  as  follows: 

Oraeied,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  totransfer  fiom  the  Re- 
served Fund  the  sum  of  $12,000,  to  constitute  a 
special  appropriation  to  be  expeuded  under  the 
direction  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  grading 
and  preparing  for  market  purposes  the  grounds 
leased  to  the  city  by  the  Mercantile  Whait  Cor- 
poration, lving  between  Atlantic  avenue  and  Mer- 
cantile street. 

Read  twice  and  nassed— yeas  10,  nays  1 — Alder- 
miii  Power  voting  nay. 

Sent  a  own. 

THE  OFFICIAL  BEPOBT 

Alde.man  Power  submitted  and  read  the  fol- 
lowing: 

The  Committee  on  Printing,  to  whom  were  re- 
ferred the  petitions  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
Daily  Advertiser,  the  Boston  Post  and  the  Boston 
Daily  News,  relative  to  th6  official  reports  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  City  Council,  respectfully  offer 
the  following  report: 

The  committee  received  the  following  order 
from  the  City  Council,  approved  June  9,  directing 
the  committee  to  fed vei Use  and  make  a   contract. 

"Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Piloting  be 
directed  to  advertise  for  proposals  for  reporting 
and  publishing  the  proceedings  and  debates  of  the 
City  Council  for  one  year  Irom  the  first  of  July. 
1875,  and  make  a  contract  for  the  same;  the  ex- 
pense thereof ,  nor  to  exceed  $6000,  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Printing." 

In  accordance  with  this  order,  the  following 
advertisement  was  carefully  considered  in  com- 
mittee (io  consequence  of  the  experience  had  the 
preceding  year)  and  issued  in  the  daily  papers: 


"Sealed  pionosals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  Superintendent  of  Printing,  City  Hall,  uutil 
Saturday,  Jure  19,  at  12  o'clock,  noou,  for  making 
careful  and  accunte  reports  of  the  public  pro- 
ceedings and  abstracts  of  the  debates  in  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  and  the  Common  Courcil,  at  regular 
and  special  meetings,  and  printing  said  reports  in 
one  of  the  daily  papers  of  Boston,  on  the  .-.ame  or 
the  following  day;  ard  also  supplying  300  copies, 
reprinted  in  form  of  samples  to  be  seen  in  the 
office  above  named.  City  circulation  will  be  con- 
sidered in  awarding  rh*  contract.  An  evening 
paper  preferred.  The  committee  reserve  the  light 
to  reject  any  or  all  pjoposals. 

James  Power,  Chairman.'' 

In  response  to  this  advertisement,  proposals 
were  received  tiom  two  parties  only— tne  Tran- 
script at.d  toe  Traveller. 

The  Transcript  proposals  gave  the  same  soeci- 
fied  rates  as  the  connact  of  the  preceoing  year, 
but  wirhout  reference  to  the  limit  of  $6000.  which 
the  contract  contained,  to  which  the  committee 
weie  also  limited,  and  by  the  operation  of  which, 
in  completing  the  contract,  the  Transcript  has 
supplied,  without  any  compensation,  work  which 
would  amount  to  about  $1000  uuder  the  specified 
rate. 

The  Tiavel'er  proposal  was  $5000  for  thsvear; 
and  as  by  the  face  of  the  proposal'  the  Transcript 
offer  would  exceed  the  limit  of  autnorizrd  expen- 
diture, taking  last  year  as  a  basis,  no  alternative 
remained  to  the  committee  but  to  award  the  con- 
tract to  the  Traveller. 

The  question  <a as  subsequently  raised,  whether 
a  contract  with  the  Traveller  was  prohiciced  by 
the  ?tatut-f.  of  May  19,  1875,  chaorer  232.  This 
question  was  referred  to  the  City  Solicitor,  who 
replied  as  follows: 

Boston,  June  22, 1875. 

Georye  Voolidge,  Esq. :  Dear  Sir— I  understand 
that  the  Traveller  establishment  is  owned  and 
conducted  by  a  corporation.  If  this  be  so,  the 
corooration  may  enter  into  a  contract  with  the 
city  for  piintiug,  etc.,  without  violation  of  the 
provisions  of  the  232d  chapter  ot  the  sratutes  of 
the  present  year,  notwithstanding  Mr.  Worthing- 
ton  is  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and 
also  a  stockholder  in  the  corporation.  A  corpora- 
lion  has  its  existence  independent  of  the  corpo- 
rators, ano  may  be  sued  by  anyone  of  themin  the 
same  manner  as  by  any  otner  person. 

Yours,  truly,  J.  P.  Healy. 

It  was  detjnitelv  ascertained  that  the  Traveller 
Association  was  a  corporation  such  as  the  Solici- 
tor referred  to. 

The  order  parsed  by  the  Common  Council,  and 
then  pending  before  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
caused  the  withdrawal  of  the  Traveller  proposals, 
as  the  committee  suppose,  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  held  on  the  28th  of  June. 

Tho  other  members  of  the  committee  consider 
it  an  act  of  justice  to  therr  colleague,  who  with- 
drew the  proposals  of  the  Traveller,  to  say  that  in 
the  consideration  of  the  pro  osalsin  committee, 
they  were  left  to  their  own  unbiased  judgment  in 
the  conclusions  they  adopted ;  and  they  con- 
eider  it  due  to  him  further  to  say  that  rn 
their  opinion  the  C:ty  Council  should  appreciate 
his  wiihtiawa.1  of  the !  proposals,  and  consequent 
saciifrcof  the  interests  of  the  Tiaveller  Associa- 
tion, as  ai  act  of  great  courtesv  to  his  fellow  mem- 
bers of  the  City  Government  auri  Reference  to 
their  personal  opinions. 

The  Traveller  proposals  havirg  been  withdrawn 
on  the  28th  of  June,  two  days  only  before  the  ex- 
piration of  the  contract,  noprovisron  then  exist- 
ed for  reporting  the  proceedings  ot  any  subse- 
quent meeting.  The  order  of  the  Citv  Council 
was  mandatory  to  the  committee  to  make  a  con- 
tract. The  committee  met  on  the  evening  of  the 
28th  of  June,  after  th?  ses-ion  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  and  voted  to  award  the  contract 
to  the  Transcript  proprietors,  on  the  terms 
of  their  proposals,  subject  to  the  same 
conditions  acd  limitations  as  the  then  existing 
contract  contained— which  the  follovvrng  corre- 
spondence of  the  next  day  explains : 

Boston,  June  29, 1875. 

Prop  lie  tors  of  the  Boston  Evening  Transcrrpt— 
The  Commrrtee  on  Printing,  at  a  meeting  held 
last  evening,  voted  to  accept  your  proposal*  dated 
Juae  19, 1875,  relating  to  the  reports  of  meetings 
of  the  City  Council,  the  coutract  to  be  subject  to 
the  same  general  conditions  and  limitations  as 
exrst  rn  the  present  contract,  namely:  (1)  The 
limit  of  compensation  for  the  whole  >ear  to  be 
$6000,  in  accordance  with   the  order  of  the  City 
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Council  authorizing  the  committee  to  contract; 

(2)  The  reservatiou  of  light  to  teiminate  the  con- 
tract   at   any  time   i>    tbe  tnannei   stated;   and 

(3)  "Full  and  accurate  reports"  to  be  made, 
by  which  the  commi  tee  understand  reports 
similar  to  ihost  of  ibe  current  y^ar.  Plaase  send 
me  written  notice  as  early  as  practicable  today, 
whether  j  ou  accept  tne  contract  as  above  award- 
ed; aad  if  so  accepted,  I  am  requested  to  inquire, 
whether  any  rnemoer  of  the  City  Council  is  per- 
sonally interested  in  any  private  caDacitv  in  the 
Transcript  property.    Respectfully  yours, 

George    Coolidge, 
Clerk  of  Committee  on  Printing. 

Boston,  June  29,  1875. 

To  Mr.  George  Coolidge,  Clerk  of  the  Committee 
on  Printing — Tbe  undersigned  accept  in  behalf  of 
tbe  Boston  Evening  Transcript  the  contrs.co  as 
awarded  at  the  meeting  of  the  Committee  on  Print- 
inglaitevenina.  They  agree  to  limiting  the  com- 
peasition  ;o  §6000  tor  the  wbole  year;  likewise  to 
second  specification  m  your  letter  of  this  date ;  and 
pledge  themselves  to  furnish  full  and  accurate  re- 
ports of  tbe  proceeaings  and  debates  iu  the  City 
Council,  similar  to  those  of  tbe  current  year.  In 
regara  to  tne  query  whether  any  member  of  the 
City  Council  is  interested  in  any  private  capacity 
in  the  Transcript  property,  we  answer,  No. 

W.  Dubant.  I    "        Trustees  of 

bAM'L  P.  Mandell.  f  Henry  W.Dutton  &  fc-on. 

In  accordance  with  this  offer  and  acceptance  of 
the  conctact,  the  work  commenced  on  the  first 
day  of  July,  with  the  meetir.g  of  the  Common 
Council  of  that  date;  aad  the.  contract  papers 
were  prepared  by  thi  City  Solicitor,  and  have 
b»en  duly  signed  by  the  respective  parties. 

The  petition  of  the  Daily  Advertiser  is  dated 
aod  was  preseated  July  1st,  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Common  Council,  the  report  of  which  was  in 
progress  at  the  same  time  only  by  virtue  of  the 
contract  made  by  the  committee,  with  the  prompt- 
ness which  the  limited  time  require  J.  The  other 
peti;ions  are  of  a  still  later  date. 

It  will  be  seen  from  this  sta tern ;nt  that  thecooi- 
mittee  bad  no  alternative,  at  anj  stage  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, other  tuaiathe  cou.se  they  pursued.  It 
will  also  be  clearly  apparent  that  while  the  ad- 
vertisement gave  public  notice  of  certain  consid- 
erations which  would  have  some  beariug  in  the 
decicion,  occasioned  by  occunences  the  previous 
year,  yet  neither  the  petitioners,  nor  any  other  lep- 
reseutatives  of  the  daily  press,  were  precluded  from 
enteriug  proposals.  The  committee  believe  they 
have  correctly  represented  the  Government  in  the 
action  they  have  taken. 

As  the  contiact  has  been  duly  made,  and  now 
applies  to  the  current  proceedings,  and  as  it  pro- 
viues  for  its  cancellation  at  ai.y  time,  at  the  pleas- 
ure of  the  City  Council,  the  committee  present 
this  report  of  their  doings,  awaiting  auy  action 
the  Government  may  piease  to  take  o :  the  subject 
while  recommending  that  the  petitioners  may 
have  leave  to  withdraw. 

James  Power. 
Alex.  F.  "Wadsworth. 
John  A.  Ddggan. 
Evekett  C.  Kingsbury. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

sewers. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  report-  from  the 
Committee  on  Sewers  with  orders  as  follows: 

Order  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Nor- 
folk avenue,  between  Dorchester  Brook  aod  Hum- 
ph iey  street;  in  Humphrey  street;  through  pri- 
vate land  between  Humphrey  street  and  Berkeley 
si  venue;  in  Berkeley  avenue;  m  Hamlet  street;  in 
Boston  street,  between  Dudley  and  Cottage 
streets;  in  Hancock  street,  between  Dudley  and 
Columbia  streets ;  ri  Allbright  court;  iu  Sumner 
street;  and  in  Everett  avenue.  Read  twice  and 
passed. 

Order  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Bragd on  street;  in  Notre  Dame  street,  thiough 
private  land,  to  Washington  street;  io  Washirg- 
ton  street,  between  Townsend  and  School  streets; 
in  Townsend  street,  between  Washington  stieet 
and  Codman  pack;  iu  Codman  park;  iu  Cobden 
street;  in  Walnut  avenue,  between  Cobden  stieet 
and  Egleston  square;  in  Westminster  avenue;  in 
Walnut  park;  in  Egleston  square,  and  in  Weld 
avenue.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Orders  for  the  construction  of  sewers,  as  fol- 
lows: Iq  Marion  s;reet  between  Monmouth  and 
White  streets;  in  Dorchester  avenue,  between 
Power  and  Hyde  streets.  Severally  read  twice 
and  passed. 


Reports  with  orders  of  notice  for  hearings  on 
Monday  next  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  expediency 
of  constructing  sewers  in  Rutland  square,  between 
Columbus  avenue  and  Boston  &  Providence  Rail- 
road; in  Langdon  street,  Roxbury.  Severally 
nassed. 

Ordered,  That  tbe  asssssmeat  of  $75.40  on 
George  W.  Simmons,  Jr.,  $43.50  on  Catherine  V. 
Rockwell  anil  $43.50  on  Holmes  Hinkley,  tor  a 
sewerin  tbe  rear  of  Marlborough  street,  be  abate  1, 
and  $95.70  ">f  the  same  amount  be  assessed  upon 
H.  C.  Wainright. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Orders  tor  the  taking  of  land  for  the  construc- 
tion of  sewers  as  follows:  From  Stephen  M. 
Allen,  for  the  Notre  Dame-street  sewer;  from 
Henry  Humphrey.  Charles  A.  Green,  and  Benja- 
min Burlingame,  for  the  Humphrey-street  sewer; 
from  J.  Amory  Coaman  and  tbe  heiis  of  Heruy 
Codman,  for  the  Bragdon  street  sewer;  from  John 
G.  Allbright  and  other  persons  unknown,  for  the 
Allbright-court  sewer;  from  Charles  A.  Green  and 
other  persons  unknown,  for  the  Berkeley-place 
and  Hamlet-street  .-ewer;  from  Ste c hen  M.  Allen 
for  the  Notre  Dame-street  se  Tper.  Seveially  read 
twice  and  passed. 

streets. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board : 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $105  be  and  th^  same 
is,  for  cause,  hereby  abated  from  th-  betterment 
of  $605  assessed  by  an  order  of  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners  of  Feb.  2, 1874,  upon  the  es- 
tate of  John  J.  May,  south  side  of  Pond  stieet, 
corner  of  Dorchester  avenue,  on  account  of  b  -ne- 
fit  to  said  estate  for  the  widening  of  Pond  street, 
by  an  order  of  the  Street  Commissio.  ers  of  Dec. 
31, 1872— leaving  the  betierment  assessed  upon 
said  estate,  south  side  of  Pond  street,  corner  of 
Dorchester  avenue,  at  $500. 

Read  twice  and  Dassed. 

Oroers  to  pay  for  land  damages  as  follows: 
Bridget  Kelley,  $3000,  laying  out  and  extension  of 
East  Leaox  street;  Emil  b\  AcKermaa,  $261.50, 
widening  of  Shawuout  avenue;  heiis  of  Janus 
Davenport,  $95.04,  widening  of  Bowdoin  street; 
Mary  Brewer,  $5072  (for  land  taken  in  name  of 
heirs  of  Gardner  Brewer),  laying  out  and  extend- 
ing Walden  street  to  Centre  street.  Severally 
read  twice  and  passed. 

Oroer  to  pay  R.  M.  Stackpole  $7027.50  for  land 
damages  in  widening  Sha-smut  avenue.  Read 
ouce. 

LAFAYETTE  SQUARE. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  the  following : 

Tne  Committee  on  Paving,  to  wnom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Richard  Frothingha  a  et  al., 
that  the  square  at  the  junction  of  Warren  and 
Main  streets.  Cbsrlestown,  be  called  Tuoauoson 
square,  respectfully  reconmend  that  the  remon- 
strance of  William  Litchfield  and  turty-eight  oth- 
ers against  cahing  said  square  "Thompson  square," 
and  the  petition  of  Benjamin  W.  Gage  ancl  sixty- 
tbree  orhers,  that  sai.t  square  be  called  "Lafay- 
ette square,"  be  taken  from  the  files  and  that 
said  remonstrants  and  petitioners  be  beard  by 
the  Board  on  Mondav,  July  19,  at  four  o'clock 
P.  M. 

Alderman  Power  tated  that  the  committee 
thought  the  petitioners  as  well  »s  the  remon- 
strants should  be  heard. 

The  City  Clerk  stated  that  he  took  particular 
pains  to  riotif y  all  parties,  petitioners  as  well  as 
j-emonsti ants,  through  the  papers  and  by  written 
notices,  of  the  previous  hearing. 

Alderman  Power  moved  to  recommit  the  re- 
port. 

Alderman  Burrage  thought  the  petitioners 
would  have  to  be  heard  anyhow. 

Alderman  Power  moved  to  recommit,  with  in- 
structions to  give  a  hearing  to  all  pirties. 

Tbe  motion  wa°  lost. 

Alderman  Power  explained  that  the  committee 
had  no  leeliag  in  the  matter.  They  had  heard 
only  one  side  and  called  the  place  Lafavette 
square,  and  now  he  thought  it  would  be  as  well  to 
name  the  place  Thompson  square  without  hearing 
the  other  side.  To  a  large  park  should  be  given  the 
name  of  Lafayette. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  order  heretofore  passed  to 
give  the  name  of  Lafayette  square  to  the  area  at 
the  junction  of  Main  and  Warren  streets,  be  re- 
scinded ;  and  that  said  area  be  called  hereafter 
Thomp  son  f  quare. 
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423 


Alderman  Burrags  agreed  with  Alderman  Pow- 
er, but  still  believed  it  best  to  give  the  hearing. 

Aldeiman  Wortbington  believed  that  many 
people  io  Cbarlestowu  would  be  opposed  to  nam- 
ing the  place  Thompson  square,  as  tbere  is  one 
street  of  that  name..  It  was  the  Board's  duty  first 
to  give  tbem  a  hearing. 

The  order  was  rejected— yea 3  3,  nays  6. 

Yeas— Aldermen  O'Brien,  Power,  Stebbins— 3. 

Nays— Aldermen  Buirage,  Clark,  Harris,  Pres- 
cott,  Quincy,  Viles,  Werthington— 7. 

The  leport  was  then  accepted. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alder  man  Power  submitted  reports  and  orders 
f  l  om  the  Committee  on  Paving,  as  follows : 

Reports  ana  orders  for  the  Street  Commissioners 
to  erade  Silver  street  from  F  to  Dorchester  street 
and  furnish  and  set  the  edgstones  and  pave  the 
sidewalks  with  Prick,  and  to  pave  the  roadway  with 
burnettized  spruce  blocks,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$5000;  to  giaue  and  pave  Silver  street,  from  E  to 
F  Street,  as  above,  including  pavJng  the  roadway 
with  burnettized  spruce  blocks,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $4000.    Orders  read  ooce. 

Report  and  order  for  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  grade  Rutland  square,  west  of  Colum- 
bus avenue,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $800.  Order 
read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  grade  aod  pave  Corey  street  from  Cen- 
tre to  Park  street,  West  Roxbury  District,  and 
erect  feuces  on  the  sides  of  said  street;  estimated 
cose,  $1800.    Order  xead  once. 

Schedule  of  expense  of  laying  sidewalks  in  front 
of  certain  estates  on  Cedar  street,  between  Thorn- 
ton and  Washington  streets,  with  order  for  pro- 
portion dte  assessment  and  collection  of  same. 
Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  and  orders  for  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  furnish  aod  set  edgestones  and  pave  the 
sidewalks  with  brick  in  tiont  of  the  estates  of 
Angus  Douglass  on  Windsor  aid  Warwick  streets; 
John  O'Neil,  169  Sixth  street ;  Willi?  m  McCarty 
161  Sixth  street;  Timothy  Donovan,  171  Sixth 
street ;  Margaret  E.  Duffy,  175  Sixth  street.  Or- 
ders read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  furnish  and  «et  edge'tnnes  in  front  of 
estate  of  A.  J.  Tibbitts,  on  Blue  Hill  avenue  and 
Stafford  stre.  r.    Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  ana  order  for  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  furLish  and  set  the  edgestones,  pave 
the  gutters  and  sidewalks  and  gravel  the  road- 
way of  Troy  street,  between  Harrison  avenue  and 
Albany  street;  and  to  report  a  schedule  of  the 
cost  of  said  edgestones  and  sidewalks.  Order 
read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  ihe  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  close  Berkeley-street  Bridge  over  tre 
Boston  &  Providence  Railroad  against  public 
travel  at  such  times  as  may  be  necessary  during 
the  reoairs  on  said  bridge.  Order  read  twice  and 
passed. 

COCHITUATE  WATER  BOARD-. 

Alderman  "Viles  submitted  a  leport  from  the 
joint  special  committee  to  nominate  a  member  of 
Cochituate  Water  Board  vice  Thomas  Gogin,  re- 
signed,recommendiog  the  election  of  Charles  E. 
Powers.    Accepted. 

A  ballot  was  oraered.  Aldermen  Viles  and 
O'Brien  being  a  committee  to  collect  and  count 
votes : 

Whole  number  of  votes 10 

Necessary  to  a  choice 6 

Charles  E.  Powers 8 

Francis  A.  Peters 1 

Blank 1 

Mr.  Poweis  wa?  declared  elected.  Certificate 
sent  down. 

BUILDING  PERMITS. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  Ti-at  during  the  recess  of  the  Common 
Courcil  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the  Sur- 
vey and  Inspection  of  Buildings  be  authorized  to 
permit  the  erection  of  wooden  buildings  of  larger 
dimensions  than  tbose  authorized  by  the  ordi- 
nance, upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  they 
•  may  deem  advisable. 

Read  twice  and  passe  J.    Sent  down. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Alderman  O'Brien  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Join1-  Committee  on  Public  Lanas: 

Ordeied,  That  Ins  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  execute  an  instrument,  to 
be  approved  by  the  City  Solicitor,  whereby  the 
city   shall  release    the    conditions   on  the   land 


now  owned  by  the  Boston,  University,  on 
East  Concord  street,  and  whereby  the  said 
university  shal1.  in  consideration  of  said  re- 
lease, covenant  with  the  city,  That  said  land  shall 
be  subject  to  the  restriction  that  it  shall  bf>  used 
for  no  other  purpose  than  tor  a  medical  college, 
and  for  educational  purposes  in  connection  with 
the  Boston  University,  unless  at  any  tiare  the 
owners  of  said  land  for  the  time  being  shall  pay 
to  the  city  a  sum  equal  to  62%  cents  a  foot  for  the 
whole  of  said  lane,  in  which  case  the  said  land 
may  thereafter  be  used  for  dwelling  houses  not  to 
be  less  than  three  stories  in  height,  the  exterior 
walls  of  which  snail  be  of  brick,  stone  or  iron. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  order  which'passed  the  City 
Council,  and  was  approved  by  nis  Honor  the 
Mayor,  June  12, 1875,  relatmg  to  the  land  on  East 
Concord  street  owned  by  the  Boston  University, 
be  and  is  hereby  rescinded. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Whereas,  The  city  of  Boston  did  on  the  first  day 
of  April,  1874,  lease  foi  a  ieraiof  three  years  from 
said  date  to  Coul  &  Arkenhead,  the  lot  of  land  on 
Swett  street,  known  as  the  hwett-street  Hospital 
lot,  containing  about  112,070  «quare  feet,  with  the 
buildings  thereon  standing,  at  a  rent  of  $1000  per 
annum,  to  be  made  in  quarterly  payment*  ota  the 
first  day  of  August,  November,  February  and 
May  in  each  vear  during  said  term ;  and 

Whereas,  The  amount  due  on  the  first  day  of 
May,  1875,  remains  unpaid,  and  the  said  lessees 
having  quit  the  premises  and  left  the  city,  there- 
fore be  it 

O'deied,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Lands  be  and  hereby  is  authorized  to  enter  upon 
and  take  possession  of  the  said  premises  in  behalf 
of  and  to  the  use  of  the  said  city  of  Bostoii. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Also  reports  on  petitions  previously  referred,  rec- 
ommending the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordeied.  That  the  time  for  building  upon  the 
lot  of  land  on  Springfield  street,  east  of  Harrison 
avenue,  as  sold  by  the  city  to  Joseph  E.  Billings, 
in  1873,  be  extended  to  July  1, 1876,  upon  condition 
that  he  pays  to  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Lards  the  sum  of  $75,  within  ten  days  from  the 
passage  of  tois  order. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  time  for  building  upon  two 
lots  of  land  ou  Albany  and  Newton  streets,  as  sold 
by  the  city  to  Martin  Hayes  in  1871,  be  extended 
to  July  1, 1876,  upon  condition  that  he  pays  to  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Lands  the  sum  of  $150 
within  ten  days  from  the  passage  of  this  order. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  time  for  building  upon  tbree 
lots  on  Hairisoa  avenue,  as  sold  i:y  the  city  to 
E.  S.  John  on  in  1873,  be  extended  to  Aug.  1,  i876, 
upon  condition  that  he  pays  to  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Public  Lands  the  sum  of  $300  within  ten 
days  from  the  passage  of  this  older. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  time  for  building  upon  two 
lots  of  land  on  Albaoy  and  Sharon  streets,  as  sold 
by  the  citv  to  Richard  Leeds  in  1871,  be  extended 
to  July  1,  1876,  upon  condition  that  he  pays  to  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Lands  the  sum  of  $150 
within  teu  days  from  the  passage  of  this  order. 

Read  twiC"  and  passed. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  J.  B.  Regan  for  leave  to  surrender 
three  lots  of  land  on  Paul  and  Middlesex  streets, 
as  piucbased  by  hioj  from  the  city  in  1872  and  1873. 
Accepted. 

Severally  sent  down. 

BONDS  OF  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Alderman  Burrage  submitted  a  report  from  the 
joint  suecial  committee  to  exainiu"  the  bonds  of 
city  officers,  that  thev  found  them  correct  in  lorm 
and  with  sureties  sufficient.    Accepted.    Sent  up. 

POLICE. 

Aldei  man  Burr?.ge  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Police,  as  follows: 

Report  recommending  the  confirmation  of  the 
executive  nominations  of  Correlius  Harrington 
and  Christopher  K.  Poliste*-,  to  be  police  officers. 
Report  accepted  and  said  nominations  were  ap- 
proved and  confirmed. 

Report  recommending  the  granting  ot  petitioa 
of  Palais  Roval  et  al.  that  projecting  gas  lignts  in 
front  of  No*.  90  and  92  Court  street  be  allowed  to 
remain,  provided  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  cer- 
tifies that  they  are  securely  fastened,  and  provid- 
ed, also,  that  the  lamp  post  now  standing  in  the 
sidewalk  in  front  ot  said  numbers  is  removed. 
Accepted. 
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Reports  recommending  the  granting  ot  the  fol- 
lowing petitioos  for  le^.ve  to  maintain  projecting 
signs  or  lanterns  at  the  places  named,  provided 
the  Inspector  of  Buildiogs  certifies  that  the  lan- 
tern is  securely  fastened :  Massachusetts  Horti- 
cultural Society,  lantern,  Horticultural  Hall;  Tr.e- 
mont  Temple  Corporation,  lantern,  Tremout  Tem- 
ple; Stumcke  &  Goodwin,  lantern,  Crawford 
House;  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  illu- 
minated window,  corner  of  Eliot  aud  Tremonc 
streets;  Lewis  Rics  &  Son,  lamps,  Ameiioan 
House;  J.  VV.  Tufts  &  Co.,  projecting  sign,  corner 
of  Hanover  and  Washington  streets;  William  F. 
Robertson,  lantern,  181  Hauover  street;  W.  V. 
Hutchiags,  guardian,  lantern,  2164  Washington 
street.    Severally  accepted. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  Oriental  1'ea  Company  for  leave  to  pro- 
ject their  advertising  sign  at  85-89  Court  street,  if 
similar  privileges  ars  allowed  to  others.  AC: 
cepted. 

•    PERMITS  FOE  STABLES. 

Alderman  Worthingtou  submitted  reports  as 
follows  from  the  Committee  od  Health  on  the  part 
of  the  Board : 

Reports  recommending  the  granting,  on  tbe 
usual  conditions,  of  the  following  petitions  for 
leave  to  occupy  stables :  George  B.  Green,  Champ- 
ney  street,  near  Newman ;  J.  W.  Shapleigh,  Wood- 
yille  square,  Ward  14.    Severally  accepted. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  the 
following  petitions :  For  leave  to  occupy  stables 
— E.  Farrell,  Whiting  street,  Ward  15;  Maurice 
Lynch,  Farwell  avenue;  John  H.  Clapp  (petition 
for   leave  to   enlarge), rear  of   290  Main  street; 


James  Nugent,  674  Second  street.    Severally  ac- 
cepted. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Stebbms  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  as  follows: 

Billiard  Licenses  Granted— Joseph  Robertson, 
Everett  House;  John  Higgms,  23  Meridian  stieet. 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted— John  O'Niel,  Mt. 
Washington  avenue. 

Intelligence  Offices  Licensed — William  E.  S. 
Carter  and  forty-five  others  (renewals). 

Intelligence  Office  License  Refused— Tileston  C. 
Power,  198  Washington  street. 

Hack  Licenses  Granted— James  J.  Prendergast, 
115  Sudbury  street;  John  H.  Wiley,  24  Exchange 
street. 

Auctioneer  Licensed— Henry  M.  Snell,  131  Dev- 
onshire street. 

Severally  accepted. 

THE  ROGERS  AVENUE  RAILROAD  CROSSING. 

Alderman  Worthington  offered  the  followine: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Paving  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  requiring  the  Boston  & 
Providence  Railroad  Company  to  place  a  gate  or  a 
flagman  at  the  intersection  of  their  tracks  with 
Rogers  avenue  near  Rusgles  stieet. 
Pas  >ed. 

CITY  REGISTRAR  AND  BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 

Alderman  Quincv  moved  a  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  by  which  the  majority  report  and  order 
on  subjectof  Board  of  Healthand  City  Registrar's 
department  was  passed  (City  Doc.  No.  72). 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  motion  to 
reconsider  was  laid  on  the  table. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

JULY    15,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M., 
Halsey  J.  Boardmati,  President,  in  the  cbair. 

PAPERS     FROM    THE    BOARD    OF    ALDERMEN    FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Report  of  flre3  and  alaims  for  June;  annual  re- 
ports of  Mystic  Water  Board  and  Trustees  ot  City 
bospiial,  ami  Auditor's  exhibit  for  July  1st.  Sev- 
eraily  placed  on  file. 

Notice  of  A.  G.  BartleU,  and  petitions  of  Thomas 
Keyes  and  Renry  Cohen.    SeveraUy  referred. 

Report  recommending'  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  John  B.  Regan,  to  surrender  three  lots  of 
land  oq  Paul  and  Middlesex  streets.    Accepted. 

Report  that  bonus  of  city  officers  are  correct, 
ecc.    Accepted. 

Report  that  th*  contract  for  publishing  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  City  Council  has  been  awarded  to 
the  Transcript.    Accepted. 

Order  authorizing  th.-  Committee  oa  Survey, 
etc.,  of  Buildings  to  issue  permits  for  ths  erection 
of  wooden  buddings  during  recess.  Read  twice 
and  passed. 

Reports  and  orders  for  extension  of  time  to 
build"  to  be  granted— 1.  To  Martin  tLyes,  on 
Albany  and  East  Newton  stieets;  2.  To  Ricn- 
ard  Leeos,  on  Albany  and  Sharon  streets; 
3.  To  J.  E.  Billings,  on  East  Springfield 
street;  4.  To  E.  S.  Johnson  and  others,  on 
Harrison  avenue.  Orders  severalty  read  twice  and 
passed. 

Order  tor  city  to  take  possession  of  Swett-street 
Hospital  lot.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Orders  for  release  of  certain  conditions  on  cer- 
tain land  owned  by  the  Boston  University  on  East 
Concord  street,  and  to  rescind  original  order  on 
the  subject.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

THE  VEGETABLE  MARKET. 

A  repart  cams  down  with  an  order  fora  transfer 
of  $12,000  from  the  Reserved  Fund  to  the  appro- 
P'iation  for  Markets,  for  the  purpose  of  grading, 
for  market  purpo.es,  the  lands  leased  to  the  city 
by  the  Mercantile  Whaif  Corpo:ation. 

"The  order  was  lead  twice,  under  a  suspension  of 
»be  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Parker  of  Ward  14, 
ana  rejected — yeas  46,  cay?  10 — (two-thiros  being 
necessary). 

Messrs.  Clarke  of  Ward  15,  Devereux  ot  Ward 
22,  Duggan  of  Ward  5,  Plynn  of  Ward  5,  Howes  of 
Ward  11,  Page  of  Ward  9,  Pierce  of  Waid  11, 
Sweetser  of  Wai  d  10,  Thacher  of  "Ward  15,  and 
Wilson  of  Ward  12  votiog  nay. 

Liter  in  the  session  Mr.  Sweetcer  of  Ward  10 
moved  a  reeonsideiation,  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Brackett  ot  Ward  10  the  vote  was  taken  by  yeas 
and  nays,  the  motion  beiDg  carried — \  eas  51,  navs 
12: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Beal,  Bent,  Brackett,  Burditt, 
Burgess,  Cawlsy,  Collinr,  Ciokei,  Curds,  Cush- 
ing,  Cushrnan,  Damon,  Day,  Edwards,  Felt,  Fitz- 
gerald, fToldthwait,  Guild,  Harmon,  Hicks,  fiis- 
cock,  Kelley.  Kimball,  Kmgsley,  Lappen,  Leigh- 
ton,  Lurmg,  Molr.v,  Mooney,  Morrison,  Newton, 
Osborne,  Parker,  Peabody,  Perkins,  Power,  Rice, 
Sampson,  Sibley,  Smith, Sprague, Sweetser, Train, 
Trull,  Walbiidge,  Wbitcomb,  Wnitmore,  Wilbur, 
WiUcutt,  Wilson,  Woods— 51. 

Nays— Messrs.  Clarke,  Coyle,Devereux, Duggan, 
Kitzpatrick,  Flyno,  Howes,  Kingsbury,  Noyes, 
Page,  Pietce,  Tbacher,  Walsh— 13. 

The  order  was  tben  [passed  in  concurrence- 
yeas  53.  o  ays  11: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Beal,  Ber4,  Brackett,  Burditt, 
Burgess,  Cawley,  Collins,  Coyle,  Crocker,  Curtis, 
Cushitfg,  Cuskman,  Damon,  Day,  Edwards,  Felt, 
Fitzgeiald,  G'ddthwait,  Guild,  Harmon,  Hicks, 
Histock,  Kel  ey,  Kimball,  Kingsiey,  Lappen, 
Li-ighton,  Lormg,  Molev,  Moonev,  Morrison,  New- 
ton, Osbarne,  Parker,  Peabody,  Perkins,  Power, 
Rice,  Sampson,  Sibiey,  Smith,  Sprague,  Sweetser, 
Train,  Trull,  Walbridge,  Wbitcomb,  Whitmore, 
Wilbur,  Willcutt,  Wilson.  Woods -52. 

Nays — Messrs.  Clarke,  Devereux,  Duggan,  Fitz- 
patrick,  Flynn,  Howes,  Kiugsbury,  Page,  Pierce, 
Thacher,  Walsh— 11. 

ROXBTJRY    CANAL. 

A  report  cauass  down  «itn  an  order  authorizing  a 
contract  for  oredging  Roxbury  Canal  and  a  por- 
tion of  Cliarles  River,  at  nor  exceeding  $10,000, 
and  for  a  transfer  of  said  sum  troin  Reservea  Fund. 


Mr.  Whitcomb  of  Ward  13— As  it  is  important 
that  the  Roxbury  Canal  should  be  dredged  as 
soon  as  possible,  I  move  that  the  rule  be  suspend- 
ed that  the  order  may  be  passed  tonight,  it  being 
the  last  meeting  prior  to  the  vacation. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  passed  in 
concurrence— yeas  56,  nays  1 ;  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward 
16  votiog  nay. 

.BACK  BAY  IMPROVEMENT. 

A  report  and  order  to  pay  the  Boston  Water 
Power  Company,  assignees  of  N.  C.  Munson, 
$284,664.90,  for  certain  streets  and  avenues  on  the 
Back  Bay,  (City  Doc.  No.  90,)  came  down  recom- 
mitted to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Stieets,  with  in- 
structions to  report  the  number  of  releases  or 
other  instruments  to  be  obtained  to  perfect  the 
title  to  the  streets,  etc.    The  Council  concurred. 

FENCE  ON  THE  COMMON. 

The  order  concerning  the  curb  and  fence  on 
Tremont-street  mall  came  down  amended  by  in- 
serting "or  such  other  plans  as  mav  be  submitted 
toihem."    (City  Doc.  No.  83.) 

Mr.  Howes  of  Wa.rd  11— I  trust  this  amendment 
will  not  be  concuned  in.  It  seems  to  be  apian 
merely  to  delay  this  matter  still  longer.  As  the 
Council  will  adjourn  tonight,  the  committee  could 
cot  lepori  until  we  meet  next  autumn;  meantime 
the  Common  will  stay  in  its  pesent  destitute  con- 
dition. The  Common  Council  passed  this  order  at 
the  last  meeting  by  a  very  large  majority,  aod  it 
seems  to  be  entirely  unnecessary  for  the  Boari  of 
Aloeimen  to  de!ay  the  work.  I  trust  we  shall 
adhere  to  our  foimer  action. 

Tho  CoudciI  refused  to  concur  in  the  amend- 
ment.   Sent  up. 

COCHI.TUA.TE  WATER  BOARD. 

A  report  nominating,  and  certificate  of  election 
of  Chaiie3  E.  Powers  as  a  member  of  the  Cochitu- 
ate' Wattr  Board,  in  j.Pce  of  Thomas  Gogin,  re- 
signed, came  down. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  the  rule  was 
s  sper.dei  and  the  Council  proceeded  to  an  elec- 
tion. Messrs.  Page  of  Ward  9,  Sibley  of  Ward  20, 
and  Whitcomb  of  Ward  13  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  collect  and  count  votes.  They  reported- 
Whole  number  of  votes 61 

Necessarv  for  a  choice 31 

Cliarles  E.  Powers 36 

Joseph  M.  Wightman 25 

Mr.  Powers  was  declared  elected,  in  concur- 
rence. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Order  for  suitable  accommodations  to  be  pro- 
viced  in  Minoc  School  District  for  pupils  now  oc- 
cupying tbe  vestry  of  the  Church  of  the  Unity. 
Passed  m  concurrence. 

Order  for  additional  accommodations  to  be  pro- 
vided for  the  Harvarl  Grammar  School.  Passed 
m  concurrence. 

Resolve  and  oroer  for  widening  Pearl  street,  at 
an  adjudged  expense  of  $31,613. 

Mr.' Train  of  Ward  13—1  hope  the  Committee  on 
Streets  will  give  some  explanation  of  this  order, 
-.s  it  is  new  to  me. 

Mr.  Burdiit  of  Ward  16— This  is  a  case  in  which 
the  city  is  to  pay  for  land  now  used  as  a  sidewalk, 
but  which  belongs  to  private  parties.  As  the  city 
is  using  the  property  of  private  individuals,  there 
is  no  ieason  why  it  should  not  be  paid  tor. 

Mr.  Train — Toe  explanation  is  satisfactory  and 
I  shall  vote  for  th^.  order. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  9— How  many  square  feet 
of  land  are  th*-re? 

Mr.  Buiclitt>-I  don't  know  whether  the  Chair- 
n:an  ba'  the  information  or  no>.  Alllkno-vls 
the  price  paid  is  just  one-half  the  assessed  value 
of  the  land. 

Mr.  Fly- n  of  Warn  7 — The  number,  of  squaie 
feet  and  th';  p<ice  per  foot  are  in  tbe  order  ?eut 
to  tbe  Council  by  the  Street  Commissioners.  It  is 
a  p  ece  of  land  on  Pearl  street  where  tbe  iroo 
railing  projecting  ft  jm  the  stores  u^ed  to  be  upon 
the  sidewalk;  it  has  been  so  for  a  number  of 
\ ears,  and  the  whole  side  »alk  was  devoted  to  it. 
As  if  is  now  used  for  a  Md-walk,  the  comniitteo 
thought  it  no  more  than  fair  that  the  city  should 
pav  for  tbe  land. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— As  the  parcels  of  land  de- 
scribed are  now  in  the  street,  and  there  is  no 
special  huiry  for  the  final  passage  of  the  order,  I 
move  ihat  it  lie  upoc.  the  table,  that  member  ■>  may 
have  an  oppoitnnity  of  viewing  the  premises  be- 
fore the  eiext  meeting. 

The  motion  was  lost,  and  the  order  was  passed 
in  concurrence. 
.     Order  to  hire  for  three  years,  for  armory  pur- 
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poses,  aw  additional  room  iu  building  corner  of 
Harvard  and  Washington  streets. 

Mr.  Flyonjof  Ward  7—1  think  that  matter  will 
keap  a  little  while.  I  understand,  tbey  hired  two 
armories,  ?,nd  are  unable  to  get  two  companies 
there,  and  are  trying  to  pack  th.ee  companies 
there.  I  hope  it  will  lie  over  for  investigation, 
aDd  i  move  that  the  order  lie  upon  the  table. 

Carried; 

SEWER  IN  MYSTIC  VALLEY. 

The  order  f  or  the  construction  of  a  main  sewer 
and  branches  in  the  Mystic  Valley,  etc.,  at  an  es- 
timated cost  of  $205,000,  was  considered  under  un- 
finished business. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  declared 
passed. 

Mr.  BTynn  of  Ward  7  inquired  if  it  did  not  re-, 
quire  a  yea  and  nay  vote. 

The  President — It  seems  to  be  a  pivliuinary  or- 
der, and  the  details  will  come  in  beisaftei. 

Latei  in  the  session  Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6 
asked  if ,  under  that  order  as  pas?ed,  the  Mysdc 
Water  Board  could  not  go  on  ard  build  the  sewer. 

The  President— The  Chair  understood  that,  this 
was  simply  in  the  routine,  and  that  the  orders  to 
authorize  the  expenditure  of  money  would  have 
to  be  passed  hereafter  by  a  yea  and  nay  vote. 

Mr.  Kimball — In  other  words  the  Council  have 
voted  to  authorize  the  Mystic  Water  Boaid  to  con- 
struct this  sewer  at  an  estimated  expense  of  $205,- 
000,  and  nothing:  now  remains  out  for  the  Council 
to  vote  an  appropriation  for  the  lane's  that  "have 
to  be  taken  under  the  right  of  eminent  aomain. 

The  President— That  is  the  Chair's  impression. 

Still  later  in  the  session  the  President  said— 

In  relation  to  tue  appropriation  for  the  sewer  in 
the  Mystic  Valley,  the  Ch  u,  upon  further  consid- 
eration, buds  that  it  is  not  entirely  free  from 
doubt  as  to  wberh  r  the  order  should  have  a  yea 
and  nay  vot?  or  not;  but  inasmuch  as  it  is  impor- 
tant to  be  right,  it  will  do  no  harm  to  take  the 
vote  at  this  dme,  and  the  Clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

Mr.  Fly  on  of  Ward  7 — I  would  ask  if  the  order 
does  not  authorize  the  Mystic  Water  Boaid  to  con- 
struct the  sewer. 

The  President— The  matter  is  left  in  an  ambigu- 
ous shape.  The  order  seems  to  be  a  preliminary 
one,  but  inasmuch  as -the  subject  is  not  entiiely 
free  from  doubt,  the  vote  will  toe  taken  by  >eas 
and  navs. 

Mr.  Kimball — If  it  is  in  order  to  say  a  word  upon 
this  subject,  I  would  like  to  ask  the  Council  to 
hesitate  before  passing  an  order  of  this  magnitude 
and  intrusting  this  work  to  a  board,  as  I  see  bv 
their  report  placed  upon  our  desks  tonight,  whose 
only  warrant  for  exercising  the  powers  and  per- 
forming chs  dutie*  of  their  office,  is  that  they  are 
to  hole*  then  positions  until  other'?  are  elected  m 
their  stead,  and  that  the  tiims  of  all  except  one 
have  expired,  and  that  one  expires  in  April,  1876. 
With  the  exception  of  one  order  passed 
last  December,  no  rules  for  the  govern- 
ment of  that  board  have  b?eu  made  by 
the  City  Council,  and  no  ordinance  passed  to  take 
the  place  of  the  one  adopted  by  the  city  of 
Chariestown,  which  was  annulled  by  annexation. 
I  hope  the  Council  will  not  authorize  the  Mystic 
Water  Board  to  construct  this  sewer,  or  do  what  is 
contemplated  by  this  order,  and  giv«  them  these 
extensive  powers,  until  some  arrangemeat  has 
been  made  by  which  the  supplying  of  the 
different  sections  with  water  shall  be  put 
under  one  head.  We  know  nothing  of  toe  details 
of  the  necessities  of  this  sewer.  I  am  not  aware 
that  we  have  receive!  any  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Water.  We  have  a  g-neral  oider  here 
"which  certainly  grants  a  great  deal  of  power  to 
whom  we  might  nj most  call  irresponsible  parties. 
I  understood  that  tbe  Committee  on  Water  were 
to  visit  the  localiry.  I  hearo.  that  thev  nave  beeu 
se?n  out  upon  the  line  of  this  proposed  sewer,  or 
in  the  vicinity  of  these  ponds  or  lakes,  and  I  sap- 
posed  we  should,  have  had  a  printed  report 
in  detail,  that  we  might  know  what  is  pro- 
posed to  be  done.  It  is  an  important 
matter.  I  don't  wish  to  interpose  any  objection 
to  the  construction  of  all  the  works  necessary  to 
supply  the  different  parts  of  the  city  with  water; 
but  this  matter -eems  to  be  of  sufficient  magni- 
tude to  warrant  some  further  investigation,  and  I 
think  we  ? noal  I  nave  more  time  than  has  been 
alloted  to  the  subject. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  9—1  should  not  have  vot- 
ed for  the  passage  of  this  ord>r  if  I  had  known 
what  it  was.  I  see  the  estimated  cost  is  $205,000. 
Will  the  Commit' e-  on  Water  inform  the  Council 
■whether  this  is  a  bond  fide  estimate,  on  plans 
properly  prepared  by  the  City  Engineer,  or  wheth- 


er it  is  an  approximate  made  by  some  other  per- 
son. 

Mr.  Sweets er  of  Ward  10— Last  year  the  Coun- 
cil authorized  an  application  to  the  Legislature 
for  authority,  10  connection  with  the  towns  of 
Stone  ham,  Winchester  and  Woburn,  to  build  a 
sewer  to  take  away  the  drainage  which  now  runs 
into  Mystic  River.  Application  was  made,  with 
the  understanding  that  those  towns  would  unite 
in  building  the  sewer;  but  when  the  subject 
came  oefoie  the  Legislature,  those  towns  de- 
clined to  take  any  part  in  building  the  sewer, 
anri  left  it  to  the  city  ot  Boston  *o  do  it,  with 
the  provision  that  they  might  at  any  time  here- 
after enter  it  if  they  aesmed  it  necessary.  A 
sewer  large  enough  to  diain  those  towns  and 
carry  off  the  drainage  from  the  factories,  which 
now  runs  into  Mystic  River,  would  cost  something 
like  half  a  million  dollars.  I  think  the  Engineer 
estimates  it  at  $600,000.  But  a  sewer  large  enough 
to  take  off  the  drainage  w  hich  now  runs'into  Mys- 
tic River  can  be  built  for  $205,000,  according  to 
the  estimate  of  the  City  Engineer.  It  is  a  little 
larger  than  the  estimate  made  by  the  engineer 
employed  by  the  Water  Board.  It  is  very  evident 
toa.iyoie  who  has  examined  the  subject  and 
visited  the  locality  that  there  is  an  immense 
amount  of  deleterious  mattei  poured  into  Mystic 
River  from  the  glue  factories  and  tanneries  oa 
the  line  ot  that  river,  and  that  something  ought  to 
be  done  io  purify  the  water.  The  simplest  and 
easiest  thing  for  Boston  to  do  is  to  build  a  drain  tor 
that  purpose  having  c  o  connection  with  the  towns 
through  which  it  passes.  The  estimates  have 
been  mate  for  a  sewer  connecting  Jill  these  fac- 
.torie*  and  canyir.g  the  diaioage  from  them  below 
Mystic  Lake,  wh°.  s  the  water  is  taken  for  the  use 
of  the  city.  The  sewer  will  then  have  no  com  ec- 
tton  w  itj,  the  towns  through  which  it  passes,  ex- 
cept the  matter  of  damages,  which  have  Deen  esti- 
mated upon,  »nd  these  will  probably  oe  no  mors 
than  have  been  estimated  tor  by  the  engineer. 
The  part  of  the  order  relating  to  theland  damages 
is  merely  a  saving  clause  to  prevent  anything 
being  overlooked  that  might  possibly  have  teen. 

Mr.  Devereux  of  Ward  22—1  really  thought  that 
every  member  of  the  Council  understood  this 
question  of  Mystic  Water,  and  the  means  em- 
ployed by  that  board  to  help  purify  the  lake,  and 
arrest  the  impurities  whiehflow  into  it.  I  believe 
that  Isaidsome  two  or  threemoraths  ago  that  they 
contemplated  building  this  sewer.  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  6  seems  to  desire  to  throve  everv 
obstacle  io  the  way  of  this  certainly  very  impor- 
tant matter,  merer1-  because  th>j  gentlsmen  com- 
posing the  Mystic  Water  Soarri  have  out- 
lived their  tenure  of  office.  Now,  sir,  I  can  say 
that  they  have  just  the  same  vntue  or  authority 
over  the  Mystic  Water  Works  that  they  had  when 
first  appointed.  The  Legislature  has  given  tnem 
the  authority  to  build  this  sewer,  for  the  purpose 
of  purifying  Mystic  Pond.  It  is  a  very  important 
matter  to  the  people  of  Charlestowm,,  and  all  who 
receive  chat  water.  We  have  known  of  very  seri- 
ous comniaintsfrom  the  people  of  East  Boston,  who 
raised  a  great  clamor  and  desired  to  receive  the 
Cochituate  in  lieu  of  the  Mystic,  and  they  carried 
their  point.  How  well  fou  dect  their  complaint 
was,  I  cannot  say;  but  there  was  no  such  com- 
plaint in  Chariestown,  though  v?e  do  know  there 
is  more  or  less  bad  drainage  into  that  pond.  The 
board  seek  to  pump  it,  and  this  is  the  only  way  in 
which  the  irnpuris.i-s  can  be  disposed  of.  Two 
estimates  have  been  made,  and  this  is  the 
one  that  will  answer  for  all  practical  pur- 
poses. The  water  will  be  purified  so  that  it 
will  bp  good  for  the  people  to  use  in  every  way. 
It  is  important  in  a  sanitary  point  of  view,  and  I 
hope  the  order  will  pa«s  tonight. 

Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11 — I  hope  the  anomalous 
position  of  the  Mystic  Water  Board  will  not  be 
brought  up  as  an  argument  agairst  ths  passage  of 
thisotoer.  Fromnersonal  conversation  with  mem- 
bers of  that  board,  I  know  that  they  are  extreme- 
ly dejiiousof  cbangingit".  position  andbringabout 
a  union  of  the'  two  boards;  but  the  obstacle  has 
been  with  the  City  Council.  There  has  been  the 
least  possible  s-how  on  the  part  of  that  board  of  a 
graspir.g  oesire  to  continue  in  office.  The  diffi- 
culty ua-t  been  to  keep  them  in  office,  and  not  al- 
low the  boaro  to  go  into  abeyance.  I  trust  that 
every  opportunity  will  be  a. lowed  them  to  carry 
out  this  very  much  needed  work. 

The  Presi (lent— Upon  further  examination,  the 
Chair  finds  tnat  there  does  n't  appear  to  be  any 
appropriation  made  to  prosecute  this  work,  auil 
it  seems  that  taere  is  no  other  possible  course 
tha,.  for  this  order  to  be  r -feired  to  the  Commit- 
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tee  on  Finance  to  devise  means  to  raise  the 
money. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6,  the  order 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finauce. 

Stnt  up. 

SUFFOLK  STREET    DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13  moved  a  reconsideration 
of  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  orders  tor  a 
transfer  from  the  Restrved  Fund  to  th?  appropri- 
ation for  Suffol  k-street  District  of  $28,500;  anc  to 
allow  and  to  pay  Phineas  E.  Gay  $18,050.46,  in 
full  settlement  for  pork  under  a  contract  between 
the  citv  and  V»  lllard  Manuel  and  Ed"  ard  Hayues. 

Mr.  Train — My  reason  for  making  the  motion  is 
that  Mr.  Gray  has  finally  concluded  to  accept  the 
award  of  the  comm'ttee,  which  has  been  coucur- 
red  in  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  reconsideration  pi  evailed,  and  the  order  for 
the  transfer  was  passed  in  concurrence— yeas  53, 
nays  0. 

Tl  e  order  to  pay  Mr.  Ray  «as  then  passed  in 
concurrence. 

PETITION  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Guild  of  Waid  6— Petition  of  H.  Blancy 
et  al.,  that  the  camera  obscura  be  allowed  to  re- 
main on  the  public  grounds.  Referred  to  Joint 
Committee  on  Common  and  Public  Giouncs. 

CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15  submitted  reports  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims  lecotmnendiug 
leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petitions  of  Peter  Kil- 
roy,  to  be  compensated  for  injuries  to  his  wife  by 
defective  condition  of  Fynchon  street;  Mai y  Jane 
Curlv,  to  be  compensated  for  personal  injuries 
caused  by  the  fall  of  a  ventilator  from  the  roof  of 
the  Bowditch  Schoolhouse;  and  Lawrence  Wat- 
son, Jr.,  to  be  paid  for  damages  to  ais  hoise  caus- 
ed by  firing  the  salute  Feb.  22  in  Quit  cy  street, 
Charlestown.    Sevet ally  accepted.    Sent  up. 

COMMITTEE  ON    CITY  REGISTRAR'S  DEPARTMENT. 

The  President  announced  the  following-named 
gentlemen  as  the  members  on  the  oart  of  the 
Council  of  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the 
City  Registrar's  Department:  Messrs.  Guild  of 
Waro  6,  Cawle\  of  Ward  2,  and  Goldtltwait  of 
Ward  11. 

Sent  up. 

LECTURE  ROOM  IN  BOWDITCH  SCHOOL. 

Mr:  Page  of  Ward  9  submitted  a  report  trom  the 
Joint  Committeti  ou  Public  Instruction  on  request 
of  School  Cot:  inittee,  recommending  the  passage 
of  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committer  on  Public  Build- 
ings fcs  authorized  to  piepate  a  room  in  the  Bow- 
ditch  Schoolhouse  as  a  lecture  room  for  chemis- 
try and  physics,  and  provide  cases  for  the  appara- 
tus now  on  ba<  d  and  to  be  purchased;  the  ex- 
pense to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Schoolhouses,  Public  Buildings. 

Read  twice,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Page,  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule,  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

EAST  BOSTON  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  Page  of  Waid  9  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  request  of  the  School  Committee 
that  the  City  Council  would  furnish  suitable  ac- 
commodations for  the  East  Boston  High  School, 
having  considered  the  subject,  beg  leave  to  sub- 
mit, the  folio  Tying  report : 

The  School  Committee  have  recently  passed  or- 
ders establishing  a  high  school  for  boys  and  girls 
in  East  Boston,  to  begin  od  the  seconc'  Monday  in 
September  next.  Rules  and  regulations  for  the 
government  of  the  school  navr  been  adopted,  and 
a  sub-committee  has  been  appointed  to  take 
charge  ot  it.  The  City  Council  is  now  asked  to 
furnish  accommodations,  and  it  is  repiesented 
that  the  expense  will  be  trifling,  as  rooms  can  be 
fitted  up  for  the  purpose  in  buildings  owned  by 
the  city. 

Previous  to  1868,  all  the  high-school  pupils  in 
the  city  were  accommodated  in  two  buildings, 
namely,  one  for  boys  on  Bedford  street,  and  one 
for  girls  on  Mason  street.  Since  that  time  anew 
building  has  been  erected  on  New ton  street  for 
the  Girls'  High  School,  <  apabie  of  accommodating 
more  than  a  thousand  pupils;  the  ooys  have 
been  divided  between  th»  buil  ungs  on 
Bedford  street  and  Mason  street,  a  large  lot  of 
land  has  been  purchased  on  Wanen  avenua,  and 
plans  have  been  procure)  for  the  erection  of  a 
building  of  sufficient  size  to  accommodate  all 
those  who  desire  to  attend  the  English  High  and 
Latin  schools  from  the  city  proper,  East  Boston 
and  South  Boston  for  many  years  to  come. 


The  cities  and  towns  annexed  since  1867  had 
each  a  mixed  high  school,  which  has  been  con- 
tinued by  the  School  Committee.  This  fact  has 
led  to  the  request  for  a  separate  school  for  East 
Boston,  audit  that  is  granted  the  citizens  of  South 
Boston,  and  perhaps  those  living  in  parts  of  the 
city  distant  from  the  present  high-school  build- 
ings will  also  demand  separate  establishments. 

The  application  from  East  Boston  cannot  be 
sustained  on  account  of  any  lack  or  accommoda- 
tions in  the  schools  provided  in  the  city  proper, 
as  there  aie  alre^oy  ample  accommodations  for 
i  he  girls,  and  the  plans  prepared  for  the  boys' 
school  are,  as  we  have  stated,  sufficnnt  to  meet, 
the  wants  of  the  city  for  many  years. 

Apart  from  the  expense  of  establishing  dis- 
trict high  schools— and  that  would  be  veiy 
large  m  tae  ex-d,  as  it  -vould  necessitate 
the  employment  of  many  extra  teachers  aud 
would  undoubtedly  lead  to  the  erection  of  new 
buildings — there  are  grave  objections  to  the  sys- 
tem, which  do  not  appear  to  have  received  suf- 
ficient consideration  on  the  part  of  the  School 
Committee.  It  can  hardly  be  expected  that  the 
city  will  establish  a  large  numbsrof  independent 
high  schools  in  the  outlying  districts  and  in  dee 
tbem  as  complete  in  sill  lesuects  as  she  high 
schools  already  established,  or  proposed,  in  the 
city  proper.  To  multiply  the  number  is  almost 
necessarily  to  leduce  the  standard.  There  are, 
moreover,  serious  objections  to  having  mixed 
high  schools  in  laige  cities;  and  it  would  not  be 
long  before  an  effort  would  be  made  to  have  two 
high  schools  ia  each  district—  one  for  boys  and 
one  for  girls. 

In  view  of  these  objections,  which  aie  certainly 
deserving  of  careful  consideration,  and  in  view, 
also,  of  the  radical  change  which  is  soon  to  be 
made  in  the  organization  of  the  school  board, 
your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be 
inexpedient  to  furnish  accommodations  for  a  high 
school  in  East  Boston. 

Respectf ally  submitted  for  the  committee, 

Cyrus  A.  Page. 

The  question  was  on  the  acceptance  of  the  re- 
port. 

Mr.  Day  of  Ward  1— I  certainly  hope,  sir,  that 
this  report  will  not  be  accepted,  but  that  the 
proposed  high  school  m;y  be  estaolished  in 
East  Boston.  We  are  peculiarly  situated 
there— remote  from  the  high  school,  sepa- 
rated from  the  city  proper  by  ferries,  and  our 
scholars,  particularly  the  girls,  are  exposed  to 
great  trials  in  reaching  the  school.  Petitions 
were  seat  to  i he  School  Committee  representing 
that  30,000  citizens  desir-  d  this  school — it  is  our 
unanimous  desire.  They  were  referred  to  a 
specif  I  committee  «ho  reported  to  the  School 
Committee  ia  favor  of  the  measure,  and  the  orders 
establish^  g  this  school  were  passed  by  a  majori- 
ty of  four  to  one,  and  it  seem*  to  me  to  be  clearly 
the  duty  of  this  Council  to  cairy  out  rhe  vishes  of 
the  School  Boarci.  Furthern  ore.  it  is  in  the  inter- 
est ot  education  that  this  school  should  be  estab- 
lished. We  have  this  year  nearly  125  gra  luates, 
all  of  whom  have  signified  their  intentioa  of  at- 
tending the  high  school  if  it  is  established 
in  Ea^t  Boston.  The  people  of  East  Bos- 
ton simply  ask  thac  one  class  may  oe 
established  this  year,  and  it  is  not  intended  to  re- 
move any  scholars  who  are  now  attending  the 
high  schools  in  the  city.  It  will  therefore  be  three 
years  before  a  full  school  will  be  established,  ana 
if  the  incoming  School  Committee  shall  consider 
any  change  desiiable,  they  can  still  make  it.  I 
desire  to  offer  this  order  as  a  substitute  for  the 
repott  of  ihe  committee: 

Ordered,  That  suitable  accommodations  be  pro- 
vided for  the  East  Boston  High  School  by  the 
Joint  Standing  Committer  on  Public  Buildings; 
the  expense  to  be  cuarged  to  the  Appropriation 
for  Schoolhouses,  PubMc  Buildings. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10— I  think  that  subject 
is  one  of  tco  much  importance  for  us  to  pass  upon 
hastily,  and  I  therefore  move  that  the  report  and 
substitute  be  laid  upon  the  table  and  printed. 

Mr.  Day — I  certainly  trust  that  motion  will  not 
prevail.  If  this  fichool  is  to  be  established  at  all, 
it  is  important  that  it  should  be  done  now,  in  or- 
der that  the  present  graduates  c<5.n  enter  the  class 
at  the  opening  ot  the  next  tevm.  If  this  matter  is 
laid  upon  the  table,  it  will  lie  there  till  rext  fall, 
when  it  will  be  too  late  to  do  anything. 

Mr.  Sweetser — I  made   the   moiion    because  I 

thought  the  Council  were  not  prepared  to  vote 

upon  that  matter.    I  shall  certainly  vote  against  it 

f  it  is  pressed,  tonignt.    It  is  a  matter  of  great 

impoitance,  and  if  our  friends  in  East  Boston  de- 
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Sire  us  to  give  them  the  school,  it  is  for  their  inter- 
est to  1st  us  bave  time  to  consider  the  subject. 
The  motiou  to  table  and  print  prevailed. 

COMMON  AND  PUBLIC  GROUNDS.. 

Mr.  Guild  of  "Ward  G  submitted  tbe  following 
from  tbe  Joint  Committee  on  Common  and  Public 
Grounds: 

Ordered,  Tbat  tbe  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Giounds  be  authorized  to  purchase  settees 
and  other  seats  for  thfe  public  grounds,  at  an  ex- 
pense not  exceeding  $1000;  to  be  charged  to  tna 
appropriation  already  made  for  that  purpose. 

Ordered,  Tbat  riie  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  auchoiized  to  grade  Madison 
squaie  and  make  sucb  otoer  improvements  there- 
on as  they  deeui  proper;  cbe  expense  not  to  ex- 
ceed tne  sum  of  $5000,  and  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  already  made  for  that  purpose. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Guild  tbe  rule  was  suspended 
and  che  orders  were  severally  read  twice  and 
passed.    Sot  i  up. 

Subsequently  Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9  submitted 
a  report  from  tbe  Committee  on  Finance,  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  orders  for  expendi- 
tures on  the  public  grounds,  viz,,  $650,  for  the 
construction  sind  repair  of  concrete;  $400,  for 
sod?,  in  addition  to  the  appropriation  heretofore 
made;  $228,  foi  lustic  flower  stands;  $195.66,  for 
the  fountain  in  lndepencence  square;  said 
sums  to  be  transferred  to  the  appropiiation  for 
Labor. 

The  orders  were  severally  passed-  yeas  59,  nays 
0.    Sent  up. 

EXAMINATION  OF  BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Inspector  ot  Public  Buildings 
be  diiected  to  ma«e  a  thorough  examination  of 
all  the  churches,  theatres,  hall-,  hotels,  manufac- 
tories and  oihei  buihings, public  or  piivate,wbich 
are  occupi  deitherpermacet  tly  or  temporarily  oy 
large  numbers  of  persons,  wirh  i.  view  to  ascertain 
whether  the  means  of  egress  from  said  buildings 
are  sate  and  sufficieut  in  case  of  fire  ,  the  result  of 
said  examination  to  be  reported  to  the  City  Coun- 
cil as  early  as  practicable,  with  such  recommenda- 
tions thereon  as  saia  In.-pector  may  deem  proper. 

Mr.  Day  of  Ward  1 — I  warmly  second  and  approve 
the  spirit  of  the  order,  but  si aiply  desire  to  say 
that  I  happened  to  be  in  the  Ins oector's  office  a 
short,  time  after  the  Holyoke  disaster,  aud  he 
showed  me  a  blat.k  proposing  forty  or  fifty  ques- 
tions, and  that  be  is  having  his  assistants  make 
just  such  an  examination  now. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  offered  that  order  at  the 
time,  that  if  any  calamity  should  occur  here  of  the 
kind  which  happened  at  Hol.voke  or  New  York, 
the  Citv Council  will  not  be  to  blame  for  it,  but  it 
will  appear  that  they  have  taken  all  the  precau- 
tions against  any  accident  ot  tbe  kind. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Willcutt  of  Ward  17  in  the  chair. 

SWETT  STREET. 

M>.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  that  th°  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Strtets  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to 
contract  for  the  construction  of  Swett  street  from 
Albany  street  to  Dorchester  avenun  at  tbe  grade 
shown  on  a  plau  prepareo  by  Thomas  W.  Davis, 
City  Surveyor,  dated  June  13, 1875,  incluoing  the 
necessary  badges  over  tide  water;  the  expense  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  laying  out 
and  buildrng  Swett  street. 

Read  twice,  under  a  suspension  of  rhe  iule,on 
moiion  of  Mr.  Flyno,  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

Subsequently  tht  order  on  tbe  table,  similar  to 
tbe  above,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Flyni;,  taken  up 
and  indefinitely  postponed. 

PARK  COMMISSION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11, the  Council 
took  ftom  the  cable  Ihe  Mayor's  massage  nomi- 
nating Park  CommrsrioDers,  viz.,  T.  Jefferson 
Coolidge,  for  four  years;  William  Gray,  Jr.,  for 
three  years;  Chailes  H.  Dalton,  tor  tv^o  years. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9,  tbe  yeas 
and  nays  were  ordered  otj  the  question  of  confir- 
mation. 

Mr.  Train  ot  Ward  13—1  wish  to  say  that  I  was 
opposed  to  the  park  from  the  begrnnn.g,  and  vot- 
ed against  it;  and  were  cbe  matter  to  corns  up 
again  I  would  vote  against  it  and  do  my  utmost 
to  defeat  it.  But  so  long  as  it  has  been  settled  by 
the  people  chat  we  shall  have  parks,  I  think  it  is 
rigit  and  proper  that  the  commissioners  shall  be 
appointed.  I  heartily  approve  che  selection  of 
tb&se  gentlemen,  knowing  two  of  fchem  personally 
— Mes:rs.  Gray  find  Coolidge— and  believing  them 


eminently  fit  for  the  posrtion,  and  I  hope  the 
Council  will  concur  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
in  their  contirmatioc. 

Mr.  .Cawley  of  Ward  2— Before  the  vote  rs  taken 
I  would  like  to  inquire  of  some  gentleman  here 
whether  there  is  any  truth  in  the  statement  that 
those  three  geutlemen  o;?r.  somewhere  in  tbe 
neighborhood  of  a  million  dollars'  worth  of  real 
estate  in  the  line  of  this  proposed  new  park.  I 
understand  that  is  true,  and  I  want  to  know 
whether  it  is  or  not, 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Ward  15—1  was  not  aware  that 
there  was  any  plan  for  a  pairk  pioposed  officially. 

Mr.  Caw  ley— I  think  ic  pretty  well  understood 
that  there  is  a  proposition  oo  foot  to  establish  one 
on  the  Be ck  Bay,  tu  be  known  as  tbe  water  park, 
and  I  understand  tbat  those  gentlemen  are  own- 
ers of  property  to  tbe  amount  I  named  in  the  im- 
mediate neighborhood  of  the  proposed  lecation  of 
a  park.  If  that  is  so,  it  is  good  reason  why 
they  should  not  act  as  commissioners. 

jVir.  Peabody  of  Ward  9—1  never  heard  that  re- 
nort  regarding  those  gentlemen,  and  consequent- 
ly have  never  asked  eithtr  of  them  the  question. 
If  I  believed  that  in  voting  for  those  gentlemen  I 
subjected  the  city  to  tbe  risk  of  that  water  park, 
I  might  be  tempi  ed  to  vote  against  confirmation, 
for  I  am  opposed  to  anything  of  that,  kino.  But  I 
do  not  believe  the  statement  tkst  any  of  those 
gentlemen  own  a  great  deal  of  property  down 
there,  and  if  they  do  I  belre  re  them  to  be  men  of 
such  integrity  that  I  don't  believe  it  would  iu- 
iutiuence  them  a  paiticle  in  the  location  of 
park--.  I  don't  believe  they  have  at.y  such 
ownership,  and  if  they  had,  I  don't  believe  it 
would  .exert  one  particle  of  influence  or  their 
mrncis  in  making  the  selections  of  sites  for  parks. 
I  have  not  the  slightest  fear  that  in  voting  for 
these  gentlemen  I  am  commuting  the  city  to  a 
watsr  park  on  the  Back  Bay. 

Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11 — I  should  like  to  add 
that  tbe  location  of  the  park  i«-  left  very  largely 
in  the  hands  of  the  Crty  Council,  as  it  will  seed  a 
very  large  majorrty  to  make  the  appropriation  for 
a  park  in  any  given  poiat. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4—1  have  not  heard  the 
report  to  wbrch  the  gentleman  from  Ward  2 
alludes,  and  I  have  therefore  not  had  occasroar  to 
look  at  the  city  records;  but  I  heard  the  matter 
ciscus-eel  recently  in  a  way  which  gave 
me  some  t-;cts  in  regard  to  it.  I  under- 
stand—rn  fact  I  know— tnat  Mr.  Giay  lives  at  Mt. 
Pleasant  aud  owns  l?ud  there;  that  Mr.  Dalton  is 
a  large  owner  or  real  estate  in  the  burnt  district 
and  owns  the  house  on  Marlborough  stieet  in 
which  he  lives,  though  not  possessing  ai-y  land 
upon  what  is  properly  called  the  Back  Bay  terri- 
tory. That  accounts  for  two  of  the  gentlemen, 
ano  the  rumor  referred  to  by  the  gentleman  is 
not  reliable  so  far  as  they  are  concerned. 

Mr.  Cawley  of  Ward  2 -I  can  only  state  in  an- 
swer to  that,  that.  I  got  my  information  trom  a 
memtet  of  this  Council  who  rs  not  in  bi«  seat  to- 
night. He  stated  tbat  be  examrned  the  recoids  in 
the  Assessor's  office,  and  found  that  those  three 
gentlemen  owned  real  estate  to  the  value  of  be- 
tween eight  and  nine  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6— Suppose  they  do  own  it; 
what  of  it?  Then  they  aTe  more  thorough  experts 
in  the  value  of  real  estate,  and  therefore  the  best 
men  we  can  have.  If  theyowj  that  amount  of  real 
f-state  there,  hoi  dog  tbe  hrgh  posrtion  they  do  as 
merchants  of  Bosto  ,  they  would  not  dare  to  do  a 
dishonorable  thing.  They  would  not  dare  to  do  it 
if  they  desired  to.  Even  it  they  did,  or  any  gen- 
tlemen whom  we  should  elect  to  the  office  should 
attempt  it,  there  is  still  a  check  held  by  this  body, 
for  the  act  by  which  they  are  governed  and  under 
which  they  are  to  be  chosen  says  tbat  no  land 
shall  be  taken  and  no  money  expended  unless  by 
a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  City  Council.  The  Com- 
missioners must  come  to  us  before  they  ca  n  make 
a  contract  or  move  a  foot  financrally. 

Now  ,  sir,  as  well  as  I  know  these  gentlemen,  as 
merchants  of  Boston,  as  well  as  every  one  knows 
them  as  men  of  honor  and  integrity,  beyond  tak- 
ing mean  advantage  of  this  position  for  their  own 
private  advantage  or  emolument,  let  me  say  that 
it  anyone  thinks  men  who  occupy  such  position 
m  the  community  would  prove  recreant  to  their 
trust,  they  had  better  have  opportunity  offered, 
that  they  may  be  more  properly  stamped  as  re- 
gards reputation.  I  don't  believe  they  will  prove 
recreant.  Any  one  who  knows  these  men  knows 
they  have  the  best  record  and  character,  that  rhey 
are  au  honor  to  Bostoo,  r.nd  that  they  can  safely 
be  trusted  in  any  position  they  will  accept  at  our 
hands. 
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Mr.  Cawley— I  would  inquire  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  6  whether  the  commissioi  ers  could 
n't  commit  the  city  by  taking  land  for  park  pur- 
poses, whether  the  Government  afteiward  ap- 
proved their  course  or  not? 

Mr.  Guild— I  don'i  see  how  they  can. 

Mr.  Peabody— The  act  of  the  Legislature  reads 
that  no  laud  shall  be  taken  until  the  City  Couacil 
has,  by  a  two-thirds  vote,  mane  the  necessary  ap- 
propriation. That  was  in  our  petition,  and  un- 
doubtedly forms  part  of  tue  act. 

Mr.  Ciocker  of  Ward  6—1  can  state  positively 
what  the  gentleman  f<om  Ward  9  seated  with 
some  hesitation,  that  it  is  distinctly  provided  in 
the  act  that  no  land  can  he  taken  till  "an  appro- 
priation sufficient  to  cover  toe  estimated  expense 
thereof  shall  have  been  made  by  a  vote  of  two- 
thiids  of  each  branch  of  the  City  Council  of  said 
city." 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  in  ade  the  motion  to  lay 
this  matter  on  the  table  at  tha  last  meeting,  not 
for  the  purpose  of  making  any  opposition  to  the 
confirmation  of  these  commissioners,  but  io  allow 
members  to  ascertain  who  the  gentlemen  were. 
As  the  rule  has  been  heretofore  that  al!  nomina- 
tions coming  from  any  source,  whether  the  Mayor 
or  committees,  should  lie  over  one  week,  I 
thought  it  nothing  more  than  fair  that  these 
should  t3ke  the  same  course. 

The  i  ominattons  were  confirmed— yeas  56,  nays 
5. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Becil,  Bent,  Brackett,  Burditt, 
Burge-s,  Clarke,  Coyle,  Crocker,  Curtis,  Cashing, 
Cushman,  Damon, Day,  Devereux,  Duggan,  Ed- 
wards, belt.  Fitzgerald,  Fitzpatnck.  Flyau.  Gold- 
thwait,  Guild,  Harmon,  Hicks,  Hiscock,  Howe?, 
Kimball,  Kingsbuiy,  Kiugstey,  Lappen,Lerghtou, 
Loriag,  Mole\,Mo-"risuu,  Newton,  Noyes,  Osborne, 
Parke i',  Peabody,  Pierce,  Power,  Rice,  Sampson, 
Smith,  Sprague,  Sweetser,  Ihacn-r,  Train,  Trull, 
Walsn,  Wniccomb,  Whitmoie,  Wilbur,  Willcutc, 
Wilson,  Woods— 56. 

Nsys— Messrs.  Cawley,  Collins,  Kelley,  Mooney, 
Walbridge— 5. 


ASSESSMENTS  FOR    SEWERS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6,  the  ordi- 
nance to  amexd  an  ordinance  in  relatioo  to 
common  sewt-rs  and  drains,  so  that  asressuienfs 
shall  be  made  on  area  instead  of  valuation,  was 
taken  from  the  cable.  ' 

Mr.  Kimball  urged  its  passage,  as  it  was  now  de- 
sired by  the  sewer  department  to  govern  them  in 
making  assessments. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  9  said  it  was  necessary  to 
have  the  ordinance  passed  to  enable  the  depart- 
ment to  proceed  regularly  with  the  assessments. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12  said  he  had  at  fiist  been 
opposed  to  the  ordinance  but  had  concluded  it 
would  be  as  fair  and  work  as  little  hardship  as 
any  that  could  be  framed. 

The  ordinance  was  passed.    Sent  up. 

PURIFICATION  OF  LAKE  COCHITITATE. 

A  report  was  received  from  the  Cochituate 
Watt-r  Board  that  no  iction  is  at  present  neces- 
sary under  the  act  relative  to  the  purification  of 
Lake  Cochituate.    Accepted  and  sent  up. 

THE  VACATION. 

On  motiou  of  Mr.  Noyes  the  order  relating  to 
the  adjournm-nc  for  the  summer  was  taken  up 
and  amended  so  that  when  the  Couocil  adjourns 
this  eveniDg  it  be  to  the  first  Thursday  in  Septem- 
ber next,  at  7.30  o'clock  P.  M.,  and  passed. 

WIDENING  OF  SCHOOL  STREET. 

Mr.  Flyr'n  of  Ward  7  moved  to  take  from  the  ta- 
ble th*  resolve  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  widen 
School  street,  giving  notice  that  be  would  move 
an  indefinite  postponement,  as  the  Street  Com- 
missior  ers  would  not  do  anything  this  year. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4  hoped  it  would  re- 
main as  it  is,  as  the  matter  is  somewhat  compli- 
cated with  others  and  no  harm  could  result  by 
letting  it  remain  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Flyun  withdrew  the  motion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of .  Ward  9  the  Council 
adjourned,  and  stood  adjourned  till  the  fiist 
Thursday  in  September  next,  at  7y2  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JULY    19,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Al- 
denn-iu  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  P.  B.  Cunningham,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
stable  with  three  horses  on  Rockland  street. 

George  H.  Towle,  tor  leave  to  occupy  an  old 
wooden  stable  tor  four  hors;s  on  Medfor'd  street, 
rea-  No.  83,  Ward  21. 

Aiteinas  Wiswall,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  three  boises  on  Dudley  avenue,  Ward 
17. 

T.  D.  Mitchell,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  foi  four  horses  on  Basto  place,  corner  Sa- 
lem street,  Ward  17. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Clark  B.  Wood  et 
al.,  that  tbe  sewers  discharging  througn  Poplar 
and  adjacent  streets  be  dredged  at  their  openings 
into  the  docks. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Petitions  for 
edgestones— Davie  Conder,  72-74  Baxter  street; 
Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad  Company, 
on  Atlantic  avenue,  near  Rowe's  wharf. 

Petition  for  brick  sidewalk — Thomas  Connors, 
242Thiidstieet. 

Petition  for  edgestoues  and  brick  sidewalk— 
Winnifrsd  Judge,  165  Sixth  stieet. 

A.  K.  Lissberger  et  al.,  that  North  street  be 
paved  from  Feiry  to  Richmond  street. 

Boston,  Hartf oid  &  Erie  Railroad  Company,  for 
leave  to  close  a  portion  of  Dorchester  avenue 
while  rebuilding  the  bridge. 

John  Dicks  et  al.,  that  sidewalks  be  laid  on 
Princeton  street,  between  Putnam  and  Prescott 
streets. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE  CONSIDERED. 

No  one  appearedti  object  to  the  grantiag  of 
petition  of  Oilman  &  Cbeoev  for  leave  to  locate 
and  use  a  steam  engine  at  47-61  Medford  stieet, 
Charleston,  and  the  petition  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  St- am  Eugii.es. 

Orders  of  notice  or  sewers  in  Rutla  d  square, 
between  Columbus  avenue  ano  Bouon  &  Provi- 
dence Railroid,  and  in  Langdon  street,  RoxUury, 
were  considered.  No  one  appeared  to  object,  and 
tbe  orders  were  recommitted  to  tbe  Committee  on 
Sewers. 

LAFAYETTE  OR  THOMPSON  SQUARE. 

The  Board  took  up  the  special  assignment,  viz., 
bearing  of  parties  nterested  in  designating  the 
area  at  the  junction  of  Warren  and  Mr  in  streets, 
in  Charlestown,  as  "Laiaye-te  square." 

Dr.  John  C'neever  said  he  had  been  a  resident 
of  Charlestown  toi  half  a  century,  and  amorg  its 
conspicuous  avenues  stands  Thompson  street, 
which  has  commemoia.ed  the  name  of  tne 
Thompson  family  lor  a  certury  past,  and  now  for 
one  ot  the  family  to  attempt  to  usurp  from  the 
abutters  on  this  square  the  name  they  prefer  was 
unprecedented.  L'hey  wished  to  commemorate 
the  nist'iry  of  him  who  stood  out  for  Goo,  lib- 
erty, univeisal  freedom,  and  the  indepeudence 
of  our  nation.  They  desireo  to  perpetuate 
the  memory  of  his  native  qualities,  and  kindle  a 
spark  of  freedom  in  the  hearts  ot  po;teiity.  Fifty 
years  ?go  the  speaker  saw  Lafavette  place  his 
hand  on  the  granite  shaft  which  commemorates 
the  struggle  for  American  liberty.  He  thought 
the  oareeof  Thompson  srreet  suffici-ut  for  private 
individuals.  He  nad  nothing  to  say  against  the 
family,  had  known  them  for  four  generations  as 
honot'able  men,  and  the  present  generation  can 
speak  for  themselves.  It  is  our  duty  to  do  ail  we 
can  to  perpetuate  the  spirit  of  libercy,  and  il  we 
wane  to  roll  on  the  car  of  human  >  r ogres?,  we 
must  cultivate  the  spirit  of  liberty.  We  see  every- 
thing that  is  good,  potent  aod  true  in  the  name 
of  Lafayette,  ana  he  hop-d  it  would  be  commem- 
orate I  to  the  laiest  generations. 

George  R.  McKey  said  his  principal  reason  for 
signing  the  petition  was  that  with  two  exceptions 
the  owners  ot  property  toere  desired  the  name  of 
Lafayette  square,  and  to  those  two  that  name  was 
not  objectionable.  The  onlv  reason  uiged  against 
the  name  is  that  it  should  be  given  to  one  of  the 
large  parks;  but  that  may  be  long  hence,  and  one 
will  be  a  i  quare  and  the  other  a  park,  while  lying 
probably  many  miles  apart.    They  have  now  sev- 


eral square«  named  after  great  men:  Sherman 
square,  Sullivan  square  and  Hancock  square;  call 
this  Lafayette,  and  the-]  brauchmg  a  little  to  the 
right  and  left,  are  Charlestown  "and  Harvard 
squares.  He  had  talked  vvitn  many  citizens  of 
Charlestown,  and  oelieved  a  majority  desire  the 
name  Lafayette  to  be  retained. 

Tnis  closed  the  hearing. 

Alderman  Power— As  [  said  at  the  last  meeting, 
when  the  Committee  on  Paving  reported  the  oi  der 
to  can  this  square  Lafayette  square,  they  had 
given  the  matter  very  little  thought,  one  w?y  or 
the  othei  ,and  had  we  heard  the  arguments  offered 
by  Mr.  Frolhingham  and  other  gentlemen  we  would 
undoubtedly  have  reported  in  favor  ot  tbe  name 
of  Thompson  square.  Att^r  beaiing  the  reasons 
given,  I  have  concluded  that  tbe  sugeestiou  that 
this  little  place  would  hardly  be  suitable  for  such  a 
distinguished  name  as  Lafayette,  is  a  good  one. 
A  reservation  should  be  made  of  some  grand 
square  or  park  to  be  laid  out  in  the  future,  that 
would  be  worthy  of  that  name.  Had  we  known 
that  the  City  CI  rk  had  notified  the  remonstrants 
of  chat  hearing  we  should  not  have  out  in  the  re- 
port that  we  did.  But  now,  after  all  that  notice, 
onlv  two  gentlemen  come  here  to  favor  tne  name 
of  Lafayette  square.  I  don't  know  whether  they 
reside  within  a  mile  of  the  square  or  not, 
or  whether  taey  own  a  dollar's  worth  of 
property  or  not;  but  those  advocating 
Thompson  square  represented  the  most  val- 
uable property  there.  It  seems  to  me,  therefore, 
that  we  shoulo  rescind  the  order  passed  and  call 
it  Thompson  square.  One  of  the  gentlemen  has 
spokeu  of  the  compliiiient  paid  to  the  family  by 
mentioning  the  fact  that  there  is  a  Thompson 
street.  By  looking  upon  the  map  I  find  that 
Thompson  street  is  a  trifle  over  100  feet  long  and 
fifteen  t^et  wide.  That  is  a  -'great  thoroughfare" 
that  is  expected  to  commemorate  the  name  of 
the  Thompson  family.  I  suppose  no  member 
of  this  Board  has  any  doubt  that  the 
history  of  the  Thompson  family,  as  given 
by  Mr.  Frothiogham,  is  authentic  and  tiue, 
or  at  least  that  it  has  been  a  most  prominent 
family  in  Chailestown  ;  aod  it,  seems  to  me  that 
as  this  is  a  little  local  square,  the  reasons  are  evi- 
dent why  we  should  rescind  our  vote.  It  was  said 
at  the  last  meeting,  bv  somebody,  that  rive  to  one 
of  the  people  iu  Cbailestown  favor  Lafayette 
square;  but  now,  after  a  week's  notice,  only  two 
come  to  urge  it;  and  witnout  any  detriment  to 
the  words  and  reasons  of  these  eentlamen,  the 
arguments  given  by  a  distinguished  gentleman 
like  Mr.  Froihingham  should  outweigh  two 
hundred  such  gentleman.  Such  reasons,  set 
forth  in  such  an  able  manner,  by  such  a  distin- 
guished gentleman,  ought  to  be  sufficient  to  con- 
vince this  Board  iliac  we  ought  to  make  the 
charge. 

Alder  mau  Worthington  - 1  trust  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  will  not  rescind  that  order,  but  let  ths 
name  stand  as  it  is  now.  AVe  bave  ooe  sin- 
gle petition  with  some  Sftv-four  signatures  in 
favor  of  Thompson  square;  on  the  other  hand,  we 
have  two  petitions  i .  favor  of  Lafayette  square — 
one  with  some  seventy  to  seventy-five  names,  and 
theoth-r— I  bave  not  counted  the  names,  but 
they  cover  mm  e  than  one-halt  of  a  sheer  of 
paper;— Phoning  that  in  tbe  way  of  petitioners 
the  number  is  larger,  tvo  to  one,  rn  favor  of  La- 
fayette square.  I  think  tbe  people  of  Cbarlestoym 
have  a  risjht  to  be  heard  in  their  petition*,  and 
the  weight  of  petition  is  largely  in  favor  of  Lafay- 
ette square.  Last  week  we  bad  a  heating  in  favor 
of  Thompson  squaie.  Who  appeared  heie?  Mr. 
Fiothingham,  a  son-in-law  of  Dr.  Thompson,  and 
Mr.  Savage,  another  son-in-law  of  Dr.  Inompsou  ; 
and  I  believe  that  every  one  who  appeared  was  a 
member  of  th«  family.  Those  on  the  oppo- 
site side  appea''  as  'citizens  of  Charlestowu. 
I  say  this  with  all  respect  to  Dr. 
Thompson  and  his  family ;  no  one  appreciates 
them  more  heartily  than  I  do.  I  know  them,  and 
no  one  would  do  more'  than  I  would  to  oblige 
them;  but  " hen  citizens  of  Charlestowu  ask  to 
have  that  square  named  after  that  distinguished 
Revolutionary  patriot,  to  commemorate  his  mem- 
ory, I  say  we  would  listen  to  ihem  rather  than  to 
the  single  petition  of  the  m-  rubers  of  tbe  Thoanp- 
son  family.  v\  e  are  told  that  all  but  two  of  the 
real-estate  owueis  on  the  squaie  favor  the  name 
of  Lafayette.  Those  t»o  are  interested  in 
only  one  building,  the  savings  bank,  and  want  to 
have  the  square  called  Thompson.  I  am 
told  that  io  all  probability  if  the  depositors 
were  asked  tneir  opinion  they  would  sign  in 
favor  of   Lafayette  square,  and  if   that  is   so  we 
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have  named  it  rightly.  Now,  sir,  under,  those  cir- 
cumstances I  think  we  should  adhere  to  our  for- 
mer vote,  as  we  have  already  nameJ  it  Lafayette 
square. 

Alderman  Power— Tbe  Alderman  alluded  to  the 
fact  that  five  out  of  six  peop'e  in  Charlestown 
favored  the  name  of  Lafayette.  As  we  have  an  Al- 
derman from  the  Charlestowo  Distrii  t,  I  expected 
to  hear  something  from  him  Buthe  says  nothing, 
and  the  case  is  apparently  intrusted  to  tt>e  gentle- 
man from  the  Highland  District,  the  other  ex- 
treme end  of  tne  city.  In  the  recital  of  the  limit- 
ed number  of  facts  whicb  be  obtains  from  the 
Alderman  on  his  right,  he  has  given  stronger  rea- 
sons for  u^mme:  it  Thompson  square  than  Lafay- 
ette. I  did  n't  know  tbat  Mr.  Frothiiigham  and 
the  other  gentlemeu  were  descendants  of  the 
Thompson  family;  and  it  they  are  a  fair  sample 
of  that  family,  I  thiuk  this  Board  cannot  do  a 
wiser  thing  than  to  grant  their  petition  and  call  it 
Thompson  square. 

Alderman  Bur  rage— I  Can  confirm  what  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Paving  says  that 
when  this  mattei  cs,me  before  them  they  did  not 
deem  it  of  great  importance,  and  decided  it  from 
the  fact  that  the  weight  of  numbers  was  in  favor 
of  Lafayette  square.  Since  tbe  hearing  before 
this  Board  I  am  inclined  to  think  thait  the  weight 
of  argument  is  iu  favor  of  Thompson  square. 
It  is  a  local  matter  and  I  think  it  would  be  better 
to  give  the  square  the  name  of  some  person  who 
resided  m  that  vicinity. 

Alderman  Worthmgton — I  am  willing  to  ad- 
mit tbat  the  weight  of  argument  is  in  f  itvor  of 
Thompson  square.  When  men  are  personally  in- 
terested in  a  matter  they  will  make  a  stronger 
effort  than  those  who  are  not.  But  the  people  of 
Charlestown  generally  are  in  favor  of  Lafayette 
square,  'f  ney  believe  that  their  petition  is  enough 
to  decide  the  matter,  and  they  do  not  tbiikit 
necessary  to  send  all  thftir  relations  here  to  make 
an  argument  in  favor  of  Lafayette  square.  They 
leave  it  to  the  good  sense  of  this  Board  to  name  it 
agreeably  to  the  wishes  of  the  largest  number. 
For  that  reason  I  am  in  favor  of,  and  shall  vote 
for,  Lafayette  square. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  order  heretofore  passed  to 
give  tbe  name  of  Lafayette  square  to  the  area 
at  the  junction  of  Main  and  Warren  streets  be  re- 
scrndea  ;  and  tbat  said  area  be  called  hereafter 
Thompson  square. 

Al.ierinaa  Power  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  order  was  passed— yea?  6,  nays  5. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bur/age,  Clark,  O'Brien,  Pope, 
Power,  Prescott— 6. 

Nays—  ii  lermen  Harris,  Qmncy,  Stebbins,  Viles, 
Worthington— 5. 

UNFINISHED    BUSINESS. 

Order  to  grade  and  gravel  Corey  street,  from 
Centre  to  Park  streets,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$1800..   Passed. 

Order  to  grade  Silver  street,  from  F  to  Dorches- 
ter street,  and  to  pavo  load  w ay  with  wood,  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  $5000.    Passed. 

Order  to  grade  Silver  street,  from  E  to  F  street, 
ana  to  pave  roanwav  with  wood,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $4000.    Passed. 

Order  to  grade  Saith  street  (extended),  m  Ward 
15,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $1200.    Passed. 

PAPERS       FROM      THE       COMMON      COUNCIL      FOR 
CONCURRENCE, 

Petition  of  H.  Blaney  et  al.    Referred. 

Order  for  Inspector  of  Buildings  to  examine 
and  report  upon  modes  and  facilities  of  egress 
from  all  churches  and  public  buildings.     Passed. 

Appointment  of  a  committee  (Messrs.  Guild, 
Cawley  and  Goldtbwait  to  be  joined)  on  City 
Registrar's  Department.  Aldermen  Power  and 
Prescott  were  appointed  on  the  part  of  tne  Board. 

Report  and  order  to  fit  up  a  room  in  the  Bow- 
ditch  Schoolhouse  for  the  study  of  physics,  chem- 
istry, etc.,  and  case-,  foi  apparatus.   Order  passed. 

Report  recommending  leave-  to  witbdiaw  on 
petition  of  Lawrence  Watson,  Jr.,  to  be  paid  for 
damages  caused  to  his  house  by  the  firing  of  can- 
non on  Feb.  22.    Accepted. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  Peier  Kilroy  for  personal  injuries  sus- 
tained by  his  wife  in  Pynclion  street.   Accepted. 

RepoiD  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petition  of  Mary 
Jane  Uurley  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries 
caused  at  Bowditch  Schoolhouse. 

Alderman  Woithington— I  want  to  sav,  more  for 
tbe  information  of  persons  outside  than  for  mem- 
bers of  this  Board,  that  this  was  a  case  which 
claimed  the  sympathies  of  the  committee  very 


greatly  ;  but  our  legal  authority,  the  City  Solicitor, 
stated  that  the  petitioner  had  no  legal  claim 
against  the  city,  and  this  report  was  made  ac- 
cordingly. 

Tbe  report  was  accepted. 

Order  to  f  rade  Madison  square,  at  a  cost  of 
$5000 ;  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  that 
object.    Passed. 

Order  for  purchase  ot  settees  and  other  seats 
for  Common,  etc..  at  a  cost  of  $1000.    Passed. 

An  older  came  down  for  th«  Mystic  Water 
Board  to  construct  a  sewer  in  the  Mvstic  Valley, 
and  it  was  referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 

Report  with  ordinance  to  change  the  basis  of 
assessing  expense  of  sewers  from  valuation  to 
area  of  land.    Passed. 

Report  and  orders  for  Committee  on  Common, 
etc.,  to  expend  $228  for  rustic  flower  stands, 
$195.56  for  fountain  on  Independ-nce  square,  etc. 
$650  for  concrete  walks,  and  $400  for  sods ;  said 
sums  to  be  transferred  fiom  appropriation  for 
Labor  on  Common,  etc.  Orders  severally  passed 
— yeas  II,  nays  0. 

Report  from  Cochituate  Water  Board  that  no 
action  is  necessary  on  act  to  preserve  the  purity 
of  Lake  Cochituate.    Placed  or>  file. 

Order  for  concerts  on  the  Common  and  squares, 
at  a  cost  not  exceeding  $3000.  Passed — yeas  9, 
nsys  2. 

Yeas  —  Aldermen  Burrag-e,  Clark,  Harris, 
O'Brien,  Pope,  Quincy,  Steb  bins,  Viles,  Worrhiug- 
ton— 9. 

Nays — Aldermen  Power,  Prescott — 2. 

Absent — Alderman  Bigelow. 

Aldermen  Quincy  and  Pope  were  appointed  on 
said  committee. 

SWETT  STREET. 

Ad  order  came  up  authorizing  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Streets  to  contract  for  the  construction 
of  Swett  street,  including  tae  necessary  bridges; 
the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  that  objest. 

'  Alderman  Prescoct  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

Insert  after  the  words  "necessary  bridges  over 
tide  waters":  "Provided,  the  whole  expense  of 
building  said  ttreet,  including  tbe  rating  of  the 
grade  of  the  Boston,  Hartford  &  Erie  Railroad, 
shall  not  exceed  the  sum  alrea  ly  appropriated  for 
the  building  of  said  street." 

Alderman  Power— I  hope  that  amendment  will 
not  pievail.  I  suppose  that  gentlemen  under- 
stand very  well  that  it  is  offered  in  Oider  to  send 
the  order  back  to  the  Common  Council  and  delay 
the  work.  This  matter  has  been  decided  by  the 
City  Council  once;  a  certain  amount  of  money 
was  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  building 
Swett  street,  and  1  can't  see  bow  this  Govern- 
ment cau  go  outside  of  tbat.  This  amendment  is 
superfluous,  and  I  hope  it  will  not  prevail. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  was  iu  hopes  tbat  if  any- 
thing was  said  against  the  amendment,  soma 
more  vital  reason  would  be  giveu  than  that  of  tha 
Alderman  f ;  om  Ward  12.  I  introduce  that  amend- 
ment m  order  that  the  expense  of  building  tbe 
street  from  Albany  street  to  Dorchester  avenue 
might  not  exceed  the  amount  already  appropriat- 
ed by  tbe  City  Council,  which,  I  believe,  is  $386,- 
000.  "as  the  order  now  reads,  it  seems  to  me  that 
it  gives  the  Committee  on  Streets  unusual  pow- 
ers. Great  objection  was  made  a  week  or  two 
since  by  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12  to  tbe 
payment  to  the  Boston  Water  Power  Company  on 
account  of  the  unusual  powers  put  into  the  hands 
of  the  Committee  on  Streets.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  same  argument  cau  be  used  in  regard  to  this 
order  now  before  the  Board.  No  arrangement,  as 
I  understand,  has  yet  been  made  for  raising  tbe 
grade  of  the  Boston,  Hartford  &  Erie  Railroad, 
and  it  is  not  yet  known  what  the  raising  of  that 
grade  will  cost.  So  '  we  are  entirely  in  the 
dark  io  authorizing  the  Committee  on  Streets 
to  go  on  and  build  Swett  street  before  any 
provision  is  made  for  raising  the  grade  of 
tbe  railroad.  For  one,  I  should  like  to  know 
waat  the  whole  expense  would  be  before  I  vote  to 
authorize  the  committee  to  build  the  street.  It  is 
wpII  known  that  many  of  our  street  extensions 
and  s  idem ngs  cost  a  much  larger  sum  than  was 
originally  appropriated  by  the  Government.  In 
order  that  the  city  might  not  become  pledged  to 
an  almost  unlimited  amount,  it  seems  to   be  the 


policy  of  wisdom  to  insert  thi«  amendment.  I 
know'  that  I  am  in  a  minority  of  one  in  opposing 
this  street;  but  if   I    was    in    favor  of  it  I  would 


want  to  know  what  the  cost  would  be  be- 
fore voting  tor  it.  Before  the  vote  is  taken  I  would 
like  to  ask  of  some  member  of  the  committee  if 
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any  arrangement  has  been  made  with  the  rail- 
road or  Railroad  Commissioners  in  regard  to  the 
raising  of  the  grade  of  that  railroad. 

Alderman  Power  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Clark— There  has  beeD  no  arrange- 
ment made  for  the  raisrpg  ot  the  grade  of  the 
Boston,  Hartford  &  Erie  Railroad  where  Swetc 
street  is  to  cio?s  it.  That  matter  was  thoroughly 
discussed  here  last  Mondav  afternoon,  and  it  was 
decided  by  che  Board  of  Aldermen, by  a  vote  of  11 
to  1,  that  it  was  proper  and  best  to  go  on  and 
build  Swett  stieet  and  let  tne  matter  of  grade 
take  care  of  itself  in  the  future.  The  amouut  of 
money  appropriated  for  building  f  tie  street  was 
$386,000.  and  that  is  ample;  probably  we  shall 
build  it  for  less,  for  work  can  now  be  done  for  less 
than  it  could  then. 

Alderman  Prescott— Including  the  raising? 

Alderman  Claik  — Not  including  xhe  raising. 
Now  it  is  well  known  that  the  officers  of  the  rail- 
road cannot  etter  into  any  agreement  for  tbe  rais- 
ing of  the  grade  for  reasons  which- have  been  ex- 
plained. This  amendment  simply  means  delay 
until  next  September,  to  wait  for  the  Coun- 
cil io  concur,  and  then  perhaps  the  work 
will .  be  laid  over  cill  next  year.  That 
will  be  the  effect  of  this  amendment.  If  tho  con- 
struction oi  that  street  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
Committee  on  Streets,  or  any  other  committee,  it 
will  be  done  as  low  as  it  is  possible  to  get  the  work 
done.  Sometimes  the  widening  "f  streets  costs 
more  and  sometimes  less  than  the  estimates,  and 
probably  in  this  case  the  cost  will  be  a  great  deal 
less  than  the  estimates  of  the  Street  Commission- 
ers. If  the  Board  adopt  this  amendment,  it  will 
have  to  he  over  until  September,  then  another 
amendment  will  be  tacked  on  to  it,  and  this  mat- 
ter will  be  playing  between  the  Common  Council 
and  the  Board  ot  Aldeimeu  until  next  January. 
I  trust  the  amendment  will  not  be  adopted. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  am  not  very  familiar  with 
the  form  of  these  orders,  but  1  fail  to  see  that 
this  one  gives  to  the  Committee  on  Streets  any  ex- 
traordinary power-.  If  it  did  I  would  be  very 
glad  to  vote  for  the  amendment  to  limit  the  sum. 
It  seems  to  be  id  the  usual  form,  authorizing  the 
committee  to  do  a  certain  work,  the  appropriation 
for  which  has  been  fixed.  Now,  we  cannot  bind 
ourselves  or  any  future  City  Government  to  vote 
no  more  money;  this  one  does  not  authorize  the 
committee  to  exceed  tbe  appropriation,  and  if 
they  want  any  more  money  they  must  come  to  the 
City  Council.  I  fail  to  see  that  any  more  extraor- 
dinary powers  are  given  to  tbis  committee  than 
are  given  to  any  committee  when  they  are  author- 
izes to  make  contracts  for  a  given  expense,  to  be 
charged  to  a  fixed  appropriation.  If  it  is  desira- 
ble to  take  this  matter  in  hand  at  once,  I  cannot 
vote  for  the  amendment  to  delay  it  till  after  the 
vacation. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  characterize  this  order 
introduced  from  the  Committee  on  Streets  as  un- 
precedented ;  and  I  repeat  that  assertion.  £  have 
never  jet  known  an  order  passed  to  build  a  street 
from  one  point  to  another,  with  a  very  important 
part  of  the  work  left  unsettled  and  undetei  mined. 
Ic  is  entirely  unce; tain  wkat  the  grade  will  be 
fixed  at  and  what  the  cost  will  be;  aod  it  seems 
to  me  it  will  be  unwise  to  authorize  the  com- 
mittee to  s-pend  this  half  a  million  dollars 
until  we  know  something  more  about  it. 
If  nothing  can  be  done  until  an  arrange- 
ment is  made  with  tbe  company  or  the  Rail- 
road Commrssroners  in  regard  to  raising  the 
grade,  why  not  wait  till  it  is  made,  and  then  re- 
port to  this  Board  before  any  action  is  taken  au- 
thorizing the  committee  to  contract  for  the  con- 
struction of  this  street?  The  Common  Council 
have  adjourned  till  September,  it  is  true, 
but  they  are  usually  called  together  once  or  twice, 
and  than  is  no  reason  why  I  should  vote  for  the  ex- 
penditure of  three  or  four  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars in  this  loose  manner.  I  have  nothing  more  to 
say  up  on  the  merits  of  tbis  measure ;  but  as  it  is  go- 
ing through,  I  desire  to  know  what  it  is  going  to 
cost.  If  the  city  launches  out  on  this  matter,  It  will 
have  to  pay  what  the  committee  agree  to,  and  my 
prediction  is  entirely  the  reverse  of  that  of  my 
friend,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Streets. 
The  amendment  was  lost.  Alderman  Prescott 
called  for  the  yeas  aud  nays,  and  the  order  was 
passed  in  concurrence— yeas  9,  nays  1;  Alderman 
Prescott  votine  nay. 

Alderman  Clark  in  the  chair. 

Amotion  to  reconsider,  by  Alderman  Power, 
was  lost. 


FENCE  ON  1HE  COMMON. 

The  order  for  the  Committee  on  Common  to  ad- 
vertise for  estimates  for  erecting  a  fence  and  curb 
on  the  Common  substantially  in  accordance  with 
plans  submitted  by  George  R.  Meacham,  came  up 
with  the  non-concurrence  by  Common  Council  in 
proposed  amendment  to  advertise  for  proposals 
for  fences -"on  other  plans"  thau  G.  R.  Meach- 
am's. 

Alderman  Quincy — I  hope  the  Board  will  recede 
from  its  former  action,  since  tbe  Couocil  have  non- 
concurred  in  the  amendment,  rather  than  let  it  go 
over  to  the  vacation,  and  be  bandied  to  aud  fro 
between  the  two  branches.  Tbia  order  merely  m- 
structs  the  committee  to  advertise  for  proposals* 
for  a  certain  fence,  and  the  rea-on  for  tbe  non- 
concurrence,  as  I  understood  tbe  debate,  was  the 
desire  to  see  the  estimates  for  the  Meacharn 
fence,  and  they  tboughtthe  amendment  might  re- 
sult in  delay.  I  take  it  that  this  does  not  bmd  us 
to  anything.  If  we  find  anything  we  like  better 
than  ihe  Meacham  fence,  we  can  adopt  it. 

Alderman  Power — Trie  will  of  the  people,  as  ex- 
pressed through  their  representatrves  here,  is  de- 
crdedly  in  favor  of  a  fence  on  that  part  of  the 
Commoo,  and  I  don't  wish  to  do  anything  to  de- 
feat it;  but  it  seems  tome  that  is  a  peremptory 
order  to  confine  ourselves  to  one  plan.  I  don't 
know  Mr.  Meacham,  and  never  heard  of  him  till 
tbis  order  came  in  here ;  but  we  have  a  City  En- 
gineer to  whom  we  pay  a  large  salary  for  the  pur- 
pose of  instructing  us  in  such  matters,  and  ire 
says  such  a  plan  is  not  a  proper  one  to  be  adopted 
by  the  city ;  that,  while  beautiful  and  taking  in 
design,  it  is  n't  a  fence  tnac  will  stand  as 
at  present  arranged.  To  make  it  dura- 
ble, some  alteration  must  be  made  in  the 
curb  «o  that  it  will  not  be  an  eyesore  and  a  bill  of 
expense.  It  seems  to  me  we  ought  to  b^  guided 
m  this  matter  by  the  City  Engineer,  who,  if 
allowed  so  to  do,  can  alter  the  abutment  and 
make  it  more  lasting  without  materially  changing 
tbe  pl»n  or  style  of  the  fence.  When  tbis  fence  is 
built,  the  officers  of  the  Government  will  be  held 
responsible  for  tbe  fence  if  it  is  not  a  proper 
thing,  1  have  n't  the  slightest  desire  to  delay  the 
ma  iter,  because  it  has  been  settled  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Government  desire  a  fence;  but  it 
seems  to  me  we  should  n't  be  confined  to  the  plan 
alone  »bich  che  City  Engineer  says  is  not  proper 
and  will  not  stand. 

Alderman  Burrage— 1  move  that  the  Board  re- 
cede from  the  amendment.  Nothing  will  be 
gained  by  adding  the  amendment  suggested  by  the 
Alderman  from  Ward  12,  as  the  Council  will  not 
meet  till  September.  Mt  an  while  proposals  for 
this  fence  can  be  received  and  the  cost  ascer- 
tained. As  the  Alderman  from  Ward  4  says, 
nothing  can  be  done  till  some  further  action  rs 
taken,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  nothing  can  be 
gained  by  entert.  ining  new  proposals  now. 

Alderman  Power— The  friends  of  this  plan  rep- 
resented that  tbey  had  proposals  for  such  a  fence 
and  what  it  would  cost.  We  have  that  already. 
If  the  committee  advertise  tbey  wrll  get  no  more 
and  possibly  it  may  be  thrown  bock  on  them  again, 
so  that  we  shall  lose  time  instead  of  gaining  it. 
If  it  is  a  fact,  as  tbe  City  Engineer  says,  that  such 
a  fence  as  that  is  not  peimanent  and  will  not 
stand  the  fro^t  with  a  curb  nine  inches  rnto  the 
ground  ana  the  earth  backed  up  against  it,  and 
that  the  stringers  would  be  broken  every  winter, 
it  should  not  be  adopted. 

Alderman  Quiocy— It  seems  to  me  that  in  any 
vi6W,  we  aie  gaining  time  if  we  recede  from  our 
action,  because  we  shall  get  the  cost  ot  the  Mea- 
cham fence  before  the  Council  meets  again,  whieh 
we  cannot  t;o  if  we  decline  to  recede.  Then  rf  we 
find  any  other  plan  we  like  b  :tter  we  can  adopt  it. 
It  seems  to  me  that  in  no  event  will  anything  ba 
gained  if  we  insist  upon  the  amendment. 

The  motion  to  recede  was  earned— 7  for,  3 
against,  aud  the  Boarct  concurred  iu  the  passage 
of  the  original  order. 

THE  WATER  DEPARTMENT. 

Aldermau  Burrage  submitted  a  report  from  the 
special  committee  of  the  Board  of  Aldermeu  ap- 
pointed to  confer  with  tbe  special  committee  of 
the  Common  Council  on  the  matter  of  difference 
between  the  two  branches  concerning  the  reor- 
ganization of  the  Water  Department,  that  they 
have  met  and  conferred  with  said  committee  of 
the  Common  Council,  but  have  been  unable  to 
agree  upon  any  recommendation  to  the  City 
Council;  and  they  woulo  therefore  request  to  be 
discharged  from  any  further  consideration  of  the 
subject. 

Read  and  accepted. 
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STABLES. 

Aldermau  Worthington  submitted  reports  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board,  recommending  that  leave  be  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions  on  tbe  following  petitions 
for  leave  to  occupy  stables:  William  Boyd,  18 
Notre  Dame  street;  Jacob  H.  HathDine  (to  en- 
large), Northampton  street;  C.  D.  Hubbard,  Ter- 
race aveoue,  Waidl;  Joseph  H.  Beal,  Whitfield 
street,  corner  Wheatland  avenue.  Also  report 
recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of 
Daniel  Sharkey,  to  occupy  old  stable  for  two 
horses  on  Medf'ord  street,  Ward  22. 

Severally  accepted. 

SEWEKS. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  a  report  on  petition 
of  J.  G.  Kelso  et  al.,  for  re-assessment  of  expense 
of  sewei  in  South  Eden  street,  Charlestown,  with 
a  schedule  of  re-assessment  and  orders  declaiing 
null  and  void  the  assessment  confirmed  by  this 
Board  on  Nov.  23, 1874,  and  re-assessing  the  cost 
as  laid  down  in  ttie  new  schedule.  Orders  read 
twice  and  passec 

ORDERS  TO  PAY  FOR  LAND  DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  orders  to  pay  for 
land  damages,  for  the  Committee  on  Streets  on 
the  part  of  the  Board,  as  follows: 

Carolice  L.  Reinbardt,  $3290.30,  for  land  taken  in 
name  of  John  D.  Bernhardt,  and  all  damages  occa- 
sioned by  the  widening  of  Bowdoin  street. 

Smith  S.  Learned,  81554.50,  for  land  taken  in  the 
name  of  B.  H.  Learned,  in  widening  Washington 
street  by  the  town  of  Brighton  in  1873. 

John  Griggs,  $414,  widening  of  Shaw aiut  ave- 
nue. 

John  Learned,  $3262,  for  land  and  damages,  in- 
cluding grade  damages,  by  wideuing  Washington 
street  by  the  town  of  Brighton  io  1873. 

Boston  Society  of  Reueinptorist  Fathers, 
$6,019.20,  extension  of  Smith  stieet  to  Bumstead 
lane. 

Nathan  Morse,  $275,  wideaing  of  Shawmut 
avenue. 

Joho  Briggs,  $75,  laying  out  of  Tremont  street, 
west wardly  from  Brookline  avenue. 

Severally  read  twice  and  pas:>ed. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman^Stebbins  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  as  follows : 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted— S.  F.  Harvey,  181 
South  Market  street;  Herman  Schultz,  Cottage 
place  and  Tremont  street;  Thomas  O'Brien,  167 
London  stieet;  C.  B.  Stebbins,  Atlantic  avenue; 
W.  F.  Griffin,  151  Dorchester  avenue. 

Billiard  License  Transferred— Charles  Wil- 
liams, 339  Broadway,  to  Hilesbush  &  Frank. 

Pawabroker  Licensed— Frederic  Smith,  16  Brat- 
tle street. 

Intelligence  Office  Licensed— Tileston  C.  Power, 
198  Washington  street. 

Hack  License  Granted — A..  J.  Quinn  (minor). 

Auctioneers  Licensed — John  F.  Morris,  981 
Washington  stieet;  Geoige  K.  Hoopei,  101-103 
Friend  street. 

Bowling  Alleys  Licensed— T.  J.  Morrell,  473  Tre- 
mont street  (transfer  from  N.  H.  Earle);  J.  C, 
Graeziuger,  4  Amorv  street,  Roxbury. 

Billiard  License  Granted— Peter  Werner,  Chest- 
nut street,  Ward  17. 

Severally  accepted. 

THE  SUMMER  VACATION. 

Alderman  Ste'obins  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  regular  meetings  of  the  Board 
be  suspended  on  Monday,  July  26,  Monday,  Aug. 
9,  and  Monday,  Aug.  23. 

Alderman  Worthington  thought  it  better  to  ad- 
journ for  two  weeks;  and  theD  adjourn  over  it  no 
business  required  their  attendance. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  it  was  desirable  to 
specify  the  dates  so  that  the  orders  of  notice 
could  be  provided  for,  and  so  that  the  heads  of 
departments  could  a/range  for  their  usual  vaca- 
tions. 

The  order  was  passed— 7  for,  3  against. 

METROPOLITAN    TRACKS    IN    COLUMBUS    AVENUE 
AND    PARK  SQUARE. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
to  whom  was  recommitted  the  petition  of  the 
Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  tor  a  double 
track  in  Columbus  avenue  and  Part  square,  re- 
ported the  accompanying  order  of  location  (City 
Doc.  92); 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  rights  hereto- 
fore granted  to  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
pany  to  lay  down  riacks  in  several  of  the  streets 


of  Boston,  sard  company  shall  have  the  right  to 
lay  down  two  tracks  in  Columbus  avenue,  from 
Berkeley  street  to  Park  square,  and  in  Park 
square,  fiom  Columbus  aveaue  to  Boylston  stieet, 
with  suitable  curves  and  connections  to  connect 
said  tracks  with  the  tracks  as  now  laid  down  in 
Berkeley  and  Boylston  st-e&ts.  Said  company 
shall  also  have  the  right  to  lay  down  a 
single  track  in  Park  square,  and  across  Boylston 
street,  to  connect  tbe  tracks  located  by  this  order 
on  Park  square  with  the  tracks  now  laid  down  in 
Charles  street,  the  tracks,  curves  and  connec- 
tions located  by  this  order  being  shown  on  two 
plans  drawn  by  B?rbour  &  Hodges,  civil  engi- 
neers, dated  June  11, 1875,  aud  deposited  in  the 
office  of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets.  Tne 
right  to  lay  down  the  tiacks  located  by  this  order 
is  upon  the  condition  that  the  whole  work  of  lay- 
ing down  said  tracks,  and  tbe  form  of  rail  to  be 
used,  shall  be  uoderthe  direction  and  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  Committee  on  Paving  aud  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Streets,  and  shall  be  approved 
by  them;  also,  upon  the  condition  that  the  space 
occupied  by  said  tracks  shall  be  paved  with  small 
granite  blocks  to  the  satisfaction  of  said  Super- 
intendent ot  Streets;  also,  upon  the  ccuditron 
that  said  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  shall 
accept  this  ovdei  of  location,  and  shall  agree  in 
writing  to  comply  with  the  conditions  therein 
contained,  and  "  shall  file  said  acceptance  aod 
agreement  with  the  City  Clerk  within  thirty  days 
of  the  date  of  its  passage ;  otherwise  it  shall  be 
null  and  void. 
Order  read  twice  ind  parsed. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Aldeiman  Power  submitted  reports  and  orders 
from  the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Report  that  uo  action  is  necessary  on  petition  of 
William  H.  Fitzpatrick  et  al .  f or  edgestones,  etc., 
on  Walker  street,  Charlestown.    Accepted. 

Report  and  order  that  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  be  oirected  to  furnish  and  set  the  edge- 
stones  and  pave  the  gutters  on  Lexington  street, 
between  Putnam  and  Eagle  streets,  and  to  report 
to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  of  furnishing 
and  setting  said  edgestones.  Order  read  twice 
and  passed. 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  of  Prentiss  Sargent  et  al.,  tor  sidewalks 
on  Canal  street,  Charlestown;  M.  S.  H.  Skilton 
et  al.,  that  Richmond  street.  Ward  20,  be  paved; 
M.  B.  Murray,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Russell  street,  Charlestown;  Thomas  Cunning- 
bam,  et  al.,  that  Water  street,  Charlesrown.be 
paved  with  small  granite  blocks;  Mary  O'Brien, 
to  be  paio  for  grade  damages  on  117  Bennington 
street.    Severally  accepted. 

Reports  and  orders  for  ths  Superintendent  of 
Stieets  to  pave  the  sidewalks  with  brick  in  front 
of  estates  of  Patrick  Murphy,  118-122  Cabot  street; 
Horatio  B.  Arnold,  23  West  Cottage  street;  Heniy 
C.  Short,  21  West  Cottage  street;  William  H. 
Bangs,  on  Crescent  avenue;  Margaret  Lynch, 
204-208  F  sti  eet.    Orders  read  twice  and  pass  d. 

Report  and  older  for  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestooes  and  pave 
the  glitters  and  sidewalas  on  London  street,  be- 
tween Porter  and  Marion  streets,  and  report  to 
this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  of  said  edge- 
stones and   sidewalks.      Order   read    twice    aud 

Report  and  oraer  tor  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  furnishand  set  edgestones  and  lav  brick 
sidewalks  in  front  of  estates,  as  follows:  On  Union- 
park  street,  betwseu  Harrison  avenue  and  Wash- 
ington street.    Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  grade  Rockland  street  between  Rock- 
land avenue  and  Walnut  avenue,  according  to  the 
established  grade  of  said  street.  Estimated  cost, 
$4000.    Oraer  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  aid  order  that  permission  be  granted  to 
the  New  York  &  New  England  RaiUoad  Company 
to  close  against  public  travel  tne  bridge  over  its 
tracks  on  Dorchester  aveoue,  for  such  time  as 
may  be  considered  necessary  by  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Streets  during  ttafi  rebuilding  of  said  street. 
Order  cead  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  tor  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  furnish  and  ;  et  the  e  igestonos  and  pave 
the  gutters  on  Warren  stieet,  between  Woodbrne 
street  and  Blue  Hill  avenue,  and  to  report  to  this 
Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  of  said  edgestones. 
Order  read  t  vice  and  passed. 

Report  recommending  the  gi  anting  on  the  usual 
conditions  of  petition  of  William  R.  Cavanagh,  to 
move  a  wooden  building^from  179  and  181  West 
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Broa,d  way  to  corner  ot  C  and  Bolton  streets.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Report  and  order  for  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  grace  and  pave  Bow  street,  Charles- 
town,  as  recently  widened  by  the  Board  of  -Street 
Commissioners.'  Estimated  cost,  $1000.  Order 
read  twice  and  psssed. 

Report  on  petition  of  Middlesex  Railroad  Com- 
pany for  leave  10  connect  track  in  State  street 
witli  track  of  Metropolitan.  Railroad  on  Washing- 
ton street,  arid  eonuect  tracks  in  Devonshire 
street,  and  for  permanent  location  in  State  and 
Devonshire  stieets,  with  an  order  of  notice  for  a 
hearing  thereon  on  Monday,  Aug.  16,  at  four 
o'clock  P.  M.,  when  all  parties  objecting  to  the 
granting  of  the  petition  may  appear  and  be  heard. 
The  oraer  was  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  tbe  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  pave  with  rm.aH  granite  blocks  those 
portions  ot  Charles  River  aveuue  now  paved  with 
cobble  ttones,  between  Commercial  street,  in  tbe 
citv  proper,  and  City  square,  Cbarlestowu.  Esti- 
mated cost,  $8000.     Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  ihe  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones,  pave 
tbe  sidewalks  and  gutters,  and  macadamize  the 
roadway,  of  Charles  street,  between  Bunker  Hill 
and  Main  streets,  Charlestovn,  and  to  report  to 
this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  of  said  edge- 
stones  aud  sidewa'ks.  Order  read  twice  and 
passed. 

Report  and  order  tor  tbe  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  turuirb  aod  setthe  edgestooes  and  pave 
the  gutters  aod  sioo  walks  and  macadamize  the 
roadway  of  Eut»\v  street,  between  Brooks  and 
White  streets,  and  to  report  to  this  Board  a  sched- 
ule of  the  cost  ot  said  edgestoues  and  sidewalks. 
Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

MARKET. 

Alderman  Prescott  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Market  in  favor  of  granting  peti- 
tion of  Orrm  Bent,  for  leave  to  transfer  his  inter- 
est in  stall  No.  14,  Faneuil  Hall  Market,  to  H.  P. 
Morrison.    Accepied. 

NORTH  SCALES. 

Alderman  Prescott  offered  the  following: 
Oioereci,  That  the  Supriintendent  of  the  North 
Scales  be  allowed  to  employ  untd  the  first  day  of 
September  next  a  competent  assistaut  to  aid  him 
in  the  discharge  of  his  duties ;  said  sssistaut  and 
his  rate  of  compensation  to  be  approved  by  the 
Committee  ou  Markets,  and  the  expense  to  he 
charged  to  the  cunent  expenses  of  the  North 
Scales. 
Read  twice  a;d  passed. 

RAILROAD  TRACKS  IN  COURT,  STATE  AND  DEVON- 
SHIRE STREETS. 

Alderman  Power  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
rejecting  the  orders  for  removal  of  car  tracks 
from  Court  street,  and  from  State  -nd  Devonshire 
streets,  urging  as  a  reason  that  it  is  through  the 
courtesy  of  an  absent  member  of  the  Paving  Com- 
mittee [Alderman  Bigelow]  to  Alderman  Prescott, 
who  moved  a  reconsideraiion,  that  the  matter 
stands  as  it  now  does.  That  member  would  un- 
doubteoly  like  to  have  bomeihingto  say  on  the 
subject,  and  he  hoped  the  same  courtesy  would  be 
extended  to  him.  He  therefore  moved  to  lay  the 
motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

Alderman  Prescott  said  he  would  be  the  last 
one  to  do  an  intentionally  discourteous  act,  but 
he  did  Dot  understand  that  the  matter  rested  in 
courtesy.  The  order  was  originally  passed  without 
debate,  and  at  the  next  meeting  he  moved  a  re- 
consideration and  it  was  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving,  who  reported  a  few  weeks  ago. 
The  orders  were  again  fully  debated,  and  at  the 
last  meeting  rejected,  at  that  meeting  the  absent 
member  paired  with  another  member,  and  that 
member  does  not  now  feel  like  voting  upon  this 
question.  Every  courtesy  has  been  extended  to 
tbe  absent  Alderman,  and  the  sense  of  the  Board 
has  been  fully  expressed. 

Alderman  Power  said  the  absent  member  voted 
for  a  reconsideration  out  of  courtesy  for  the  Al- 
derman from  Waid  9,  and  so  stateo  at  the  time, 
though  of  couise  he  bad  no  idea  any  member  was 
going  to  change  his  vote.  The  Alderman  from 
Ward  9  ought  to  be  considei  ate  eoougb  to  allow 
the  absent  member  an  opportunity  to  defend  his 
action,  foi  his  associates  charge  him  with  the  de- 
feat of  that  order  by  extending  the  courtesy  he 
did. 

Alderman  Prescott  said  the  reconsideration  was 
carried  without  any  opposition,  only  two  or  three 
members  voting  against  it.    The  ground  raised  by 


the  Aldeiman  from  Ward  12  is  about  as  untenable 
as  that  taken  by  the  committee  in  introducing  the 
order. 

Alderman  Quincy  thought  the  public  much  in- 
terested in  this  question,  and  he  would  feel  better 
if  it  were  decided  by  the  full  Board  ;  and  he  hoped 
the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  would  prevail.  He 
had  a  motion  co  reconsider  on  the  teble,  which  he 
did  not  call  up,  because  he  desired  co  await  the 
leturn  of  the  absent  member. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  tabls  was  declared  lost 
—4  for,  5  against. 

Alderman  Quincy  moved  that  the  vote  be  fur- 
ther verified  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  that  every 
Alderman  present  vote  unless  excused. 

Alderman  Worthington  protested  against  re- 
quiring Alderman  Viles  to  vote,  as  he  had  paired 
with  Aldernjan  Bigelow, 

Alderman  Burrage  explained  that  the  ab.-ent 
Alderman  voted  against  a  reconsideration,  but  by 
request  of  the  Alderman  from  Ward  9,  he  voted  in 
favor  of  assignment,  which  earned  it  over  one 
w eek.  Toe  absent  Alderman  dici  n't  wantto  choke 
off  debate.  The  order  was  passed— 8  to  4 ;  but  after 
the  delay  two  Alaermen  saw  fit  to  change  their 
votes,  and  so  it  stands  as  at  present.  The  Alder- 
men must  take,  the  responsibdity  of  their  votes, 
right  or  wro  -  g.  If  the  committee  had  nailed,  the 
matter  in  the  first  place  there  would  havf  been  no 
trouble;  but  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  put  in  a 
motion  to  reconsider,  and  as  a  matter  of  courtesy 
entirely  the  absent  Alderman  voted  to  specially 
assign  the  matter,  and  he  should  have  the  same 
courtesy. 

Alderman  Quincy  repeated  his  motion,  and  said 
that  hv.  was  not  aware  t.^at  the  Aldeiman  haa 
paired. 

Alderman  Viles  said  he  had  pairei  with  the 
absent  Alderman  and  did  not  wish  co  vote  on  the 
question. 

Alderman  Poser  said  the  pairing  was  on  the 
main  question.  The  absent  Aldeiman  desires  to  put 
himsel  f  on  record,  for  his  associates  on  the  com- 
mittee charge  him  with  the  defeat  oi  the  order 
An  unfair  advantage  had  been  ta^en,  and  the 
Aldt rrnan  from  Ward  9  was  Dot  acting  fairly  in 
not  vxtendiog  the  same  courtesy  to  che  absent  Al- 
derman that  he  had  received. 

Alderman  Quincy  said  no  one  could  tell  how  the 
absent  Alderman  would  vote  on  the  question  of 
laying  on  the  table,  and  upon  that  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  2  could  consult  his  own  convictions. 

Alderman  "Viles  said  he  had  paired  on  the  whole 
question,  and  would  not  like  to  vote  on  any  mo- 
tion pertaioicg  to  the  removal  of  the  tracks. 

Alderman  Stebbins  moved  that  he  be  excused. 

The  Chairman  said  it  was  not  nece«sary. 

Alderman  Prescott  said  the  absent  Aldermaa 
had  asked  him  to  pair,  but  he  could  n't  consent  on 
account  of  the  position  be  had  taken.  It  was  un- 
derstood that  the  vote  would  be  taken  at  the  last 
meeting,  and  the  absent  Alderman  has  had  every 
courtesy  extended  to  him  that  he  could  naturally 
expect.  He  moved  tbe  reconsideration  because  he 
thought  all  the  evidence  was  against  the  removal 
of  the  tracks,  and  he  .  wished  the  parties  to  be 
heard. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost— yeas  5, 
nays  5. 

Yeas — Aldermen  Burrage,  Clark,  O'Brien, Power, 
Quincy— 5. 

Nays— Aldermen  Hartis,  Pope,  Prescott.  Steb- 
bins, Worthington— 5. 

The  question  wos  on  reconsideration. 

Alderman  Prescott  alluded  to  the  statement  of 
members  of  the  Paving  Committee  that  imme- 
diate action  was  necessary  on  account  of  the  re- 
laying of  the  pavement,  and  was  surprised  that  a 
mem  ber  of  the  committee  should  put  in  a  motion 
to  reconsider. 

Alderman  Power  said  that  in  view  of  the  course 
the  matter  had  taken  the  only  course  to  pursue  in 
regard  to  temporary  tracks  was  that  suggested  a 
few  weeks  since  by  the  Alderman  from  the  High- 
lands,' in  regard  to  the  proposed  track  to 
the  hippodrome,  who  said  they  should  be  re- 
moved at  once  and  not  be  allowed  to  remain  as  in 
the  case  ot  these  streets.  The  tracks  in  Couit, 
State  and  Devonshiie  streets  were  laid  for  tem- 
porary purposes,  and  had  not  been  removed  at  the 
time  agreed  upon.  As  the  Aldeiman  from  the 
Highlands  said  in  legaid  to  the  hippodrome 
tracks,  he  could  not  understand  what  influences 
had  been  brought  to  bear  on  members.  He  had 
no  particular  desire  for  d°lay  on  bis  own  account, 
as  oe  had  voted  against  the  reconsideration  and 
assignment. 

Alderman  Prescott  asked  if  the  Alderman  from 
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Ward  12  did  not  favor  a  reconsideration  and  re- 
commitment. 

Alderman  Power  replied  that  be  did  not;  when 
he  voted  one  way  he  was  not  in  the  habit  of  tak- 
ing tbe  back  track  without  good  reasons. 

Alderman  Bui  i  age  said  he  had  urged  the  impor- 
tance of  action  on  account  of  tbe  pavement  in 
Court  street,  but  he  supposed  the  decision  would 
be  different  from  what  it  was. 

Alderman  Prescott  quoted  Alderman  Power's 
remaiks  to  show  that  the  latter  "had  no  objec- 
tions" to  a  recommitment  of  the  order,  and  saia 
it  was  carried  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote.  Sub- 


sequently, when  the  report  was  made  it  was  laid 
over,  and  it  was  well  understood  that  the  vote 
would  be  taken  at  the  next  meeting,  and  the  ab- 
sent Alderman  arranged  that  his  absence  should 
not  count  against  tbe  measure.  It  was  not  de- 
layed by  special  courtesy  of  the  absent  member. 

Oo  motion  of  Alderman  Burrage,  the  subject 
was  specially  assigned  to  5  P.  M..  ot  the  next  meet- 
ing— 5  tor,  4  against. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Burrage,  the  Board  ad- 
journed, and  stood  adjourned  to  Monday,  Aug.  2, 
at  four  o'clock  P.  M. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

AUGUST    2,    1875. 


Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
mar  Clark,  cbairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Weigher  of  Hay— Edwin  Y.  Brown. 

Constable—  Mori  is  J.  "Walsh  (for  duty  in  the 
Charlestown  District). 

Special  Police  Officers— Orrin  M.  Goodwin,  Mel- 
rose street,  corner  Ferdinand  street;  George  H. 
Pratt,  Bayside  Alkali  Works;  Joseph  Saoders, 
Foster's  wharf ;  David  Little,  calf  pasture,  Dor- 
chester Bay;  William  B.  Kneeland,  Bay  State 
Iron  Works;  John  H.  Kerr,  Lenox  street  and  its 
vicinity;  Nicholas  W.  Johnson,  Church  street  and 
its  vicinity;  Charles  Butler,  Hanover-street  Meth- 
odist Chinch  and  its  vicinity;  Justus  Loonier, 
Bartlett's  wharf. 

Police  Officer— John  J.  Middleton,  for  duty  on 
the  police  boat  Protector. 

Weighers  of  Coal— William  Jordan,  Frederick 
Monroe,  Charles  A.  Grant. 

Railroad  Police  (officers  employed  on  Old  Col- 
ony Railroad)— Richard  Sisson,  Charles  S.  Tuck, 
James  Gilfeatber,  Charles  Everdean,  Christopher 
Sweeney,  Loiing  Gardner. 

ENFORCEMENT  OF  THE  LIQUOR  LAW. 

The  following  was  received: 

To  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  City  of  Boston: 
Gentlemen— At  the  request  of  the  Board  of  Li- 
cense Commissioners,  I  hereby  appoint,  subject 
to  your  approva1  and  confirmation,  the  following- 
named  persons  to  he  police  officers  of  the  city  of 
Boston,  with  all  the  powers  of  constables,  except 
servicg  aod  executing  civil  process ;  to  be  assign- 
ed to  special  duty  under  the  direction  of  the  Board 
of  License  Commissioners,  and  subject  to  removal 
from  office  by  the  Mayor. 

Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor. 

William  N.  Ambler,  Joseph  P.  Piper,  Charles  E. 
Bullard,  Gustavus  A.  Noiton,  John  A.  Reed,  Na- 
than J.  T.  Gould,  Joseph  B.  Leonard,  Joho  J. 
Conley,  George  M.  Carpenter,  Jansen  T.  Payne, 
Albert  Gilman,  Charles  F.  Marsh,  Michael.  F. 
Phinney,  M.  C.  O'Connell,  Michael  J.  Dunne. 

The  appointments  were  couBrmed, 

STEAM  ENGINE. 

The  order  of  notice  on  petition  of  Robert  Bishop 
for  leave  to  locate  and  use  steam-engine  of  thirty- 
horse  power  at  134  Tudor  street,  was  considered. 
No  one  appeared  to  object,  and  the  petition  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  R. 
G.  Dayton  et  al.,  for  modification  of  terms  of  sale 
of  la  d  on  Bristol  street  and  Hairison  avenue. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Michael 
Casey  for  damages  for  alleged  personal  injuries 
sustained  on  Federal-street  Bridge. 

John  B.  Gately,  to  be  paid  tor  injuries  sustained 
by  his  horse  at  corner  Gerard  street  and  Norfolk 
avenue. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  F.  Gardiner  et  al., 
barbers,  that  they  be  directed  to  close  their  shops 
on  Suudays. 

George  Young,  for  removal  of  projecting  signs 
.  in  Cornhill  court. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Charles  E.  Stedman,  for  abatement  of 
Stoughton-street  betterment  assessment. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  E.  W.  Sears 
et  al.,  for  sewer  in  Harrison  avenue,  between  Har- 
vard and  Kneeland  streets. 

Henry  N.  Sawyer  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  on  Thornley 
street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of 
the  Board.  Samuel  G.  Reed,  tor  removal  of  tree 
front  of  block  situated  between  West  Dedham 
and  Pelham  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  William  A. 
Davis  et  al.,  for  street  lamps  on  Hawthorne 
street,  near  Albion  street,  Ward  17. 

To  the  Committee  on  County  Buildings.  Re- 
quest of  Chiet  Justice  of  Superior  Court  for  room 
for  additional  couit. 

Request  of  Social  Law  Library  for  additional 
shelving. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 


Board.  Asher  Ratshesky,  for  leave  to  construct 
a  cellar  below  grade  in  North  Centre  street. 

J.  Ellery  Piper,  for  leave  to  construct  a  stable 
for  ten  horses  at  476-478  Atlantic  avenue. 

Joseph  F.  Johnston,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old 
wooden  stable  for  six  horses  on  Greenwood  ave- 
nue. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving— Richard  A.  Dinin, 
for  leave  to  move  a  wooden  building  from  Corey- 
street  extension,  Ward  17,  to  Beach  street,  Ward 
17. 

George  A.  Taylor  et  al.,  that  Everett  street,  at 
tbs  mtsrsection  of  the  Boston,  Reveie  Beach  & 
Lynn  Railroad  be  put  in  order  for  travel. 

Jeremiah  Williams  et  al.,  that  Williams  street 
be  graded  and  a  culvert  built  near  Blue  Hill  ave- 
nue. 

John  Cavauagh,  for  leave  to  move  a  wooden 
building  across  Parkman  street  to  Adams  street, 
opposite  Parkman  street,  Ward  16. 

George  M.  Wrnslow  &  Co.,  that  Cross  street  be 
repaved  with  granite  blocks. 

Joseph  P.  Paine  et  al.,  that  Blanchard  street  be 
graded  and  sidewalk  laid. 

Joseph  P.  Paine  et  al.,  that  Blauchard  place  be 
called  Blanchard  street. 

Benjamin  Dean  et  al.,  for  sidewalk  on  Second 
street,  Detween  O  and  P  streets. 

Petitions  for  edgestoces  in  front  of  estates  of 
Kate  T.  Wendell,  Gieenough  avenue;  George 
Hargrave,  Putnam  street,  near  Princeton. 

Petitions  for  brick  sidewalk  in  front  of  estates 
of  John  Dunmgan,  10  Decatur  street,  Charles- 
town  j  Cephas  Brigham,,  7-13  West  Cottage  street. 

Petitions  for  edgestones  and  brick  sidewalks  in 
front  of  esiates  of  Peter  Daley,  173  Sixth  street; 
Owen  Roddy,  163  Sixth  street;  Albert  C.  Paige, 
560  East  Fifth  street. 

Cambiidge  Railroad  Company,  for  leave  to  lay 
an  additional  track  in  Levetett  street,  from 
Craigie's  Bridge  to  Brighton  street. 

REPORTS  OF  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Superintendent  of  Markets.  Quarterly  report 
to  July  31— Receipts,  $26,720.12.    Placed  on  file. 

City  Registrar.  Quanerly  report  to  July  31 — 
Recerots  for  certificates  of  intentions  of  marriage, 
$496.50.    sent  down. 

LOCATION  ACCEPTED. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Metropolitan  Rail- 
road of  the  acceptance  of  the  location  on  Colum- 
bus avenue  and  Park  square.    Placed  on  file. 

JAIL  EXPENSES. 

4.  requisition  was  received  from  the  Sheriff  of 
Suffolk  County  for  $1806.29  for  expenses  at  jail  for 
June.    Ordered  paid. 

BONDS  OF  CITY  OFFICERS  APPROVED. 

Constable.  The  bond  of  Morris  J.  Walsh,  Con- 
stable, being  presented  duly  certified  was  ap- 
proved. 

City  Treasurer.  The  bond  for  $150,000  of  Charles 
H.  Dennie,  City  Treasurer,  was  presented  with  the 
following-n^med  persons  held  as  sureties  for  the 
sums  appended  to  their  names:  Harvey  D.  Park- 
ex,  $25,000;  Thomas  B.  Williams,  $25,000; 
Benjamin  G.  Boardman,  $15,000;  Frank- 
lin Haven,  $10,000;  Nahum  M.  Morrison, 
$10,000;  Horatio  Harris,  $10,000;  Thomas  F.Temple, 
$10,000;  Leiiuel  A.  Coolidge,  $10,000;  Levi  B. 
Morse,  $10,000 ;  Solomon  S.Rowe,  $10,000;  William 
W.  Clapp,  $10,000;  William  H.  Milton,  $5000.  Ap- 
proved. 

Collector  of  Taxes.  The  bond  for  $75,000  of 
Thomas  Sherwin,  Colloctor  of  Taxes,  was  present- 
ed with  Dwight  Foster,  Benjamin  F.  Stevens, 
Edward  B.  Biasland,  Joseph  M.  Gibbeus  and 
Charles  Van  Brunt  ot  Boston,  A.  B.  Underwood  of 
Newtoa,  C.  A.  Campbell  of  Cbe!-ea,  Mary  K. 
Sherwin  of  Dedham  ard  William  S.  Greenough  of 
Wakefield  held  jointly  as  sureties.    Approved. 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Public 
Library  (City  Doc.  89)  was  received  and  sent  down. 

The  report  say^,  "From  the  density  of  the 
surrounding  population,  the  opening  of  the 
reading  room  on  Sunday,  in  Boylston  street, 
has  proved  to  be  a  moderate  success,  while 
in  the  branches  it  has  not  been  found  to  be 
either  a  necessity  or  a  considerable  convenience. 
It  is  just  to  say,  however,  that  the  success  in  the 
central  library  might  have  been  more  marked  had 
there  been  better  accommodations  for  readers. 
During  the  past  year  the  convenience  and  safety 
of  the  building  have  been  largely  increased,  but 
the  insufficiency  of  the  accommodation  for  visit- 
ors to  the  reading  room  and  the  waiting  hall  of 
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the  popular  library,  apparent  full  five  years  since, 
has  shown  itself  m  a  more  marked  degree  during 
the  past  year.  The  reading  room  is  now  too  lim- 
ited in  exteut  for  the  purpose  to  which  it  is  de- 
voted. The  waiting  room  has  long  rieenagieat 
evil  to  the  iastitution — small,  low  studded,  unven- 
tilated,  insufficiently  lighted,  it  is  often  inconven- 
iently over-crovdea.  Its  eondiuoa  has  deprived 
the  lower  library  of  a  large  class  of  borrowers 
who  would  otherwise  gladly  use  the  hooks  of  that 
favonte  collection.  A  ball,' sufficiently  large  to  al- 
low separate  access  for  the  boys,  with  seats  and 
tables  conveniently  arranged  for  the  use  of  200  or 
300  persons,  would  eventually  increase  circula- 
tion and  remove  most  of  the  preset  objections 
to  the  system  of  delivery.  Ihe  plans  for  this  pur- 
pose will  be  laid  before  the  Council  previous  to  the 
next  anuual  appropriation.  The  accommodPtions 
at  the  South  Boston  branch  are  pronounced  insuf- 
ficient for  the  public  and  the  library.  The  whole 
number  of  volumes  now  in  its  po-  session  amounts 
to  276,922,  an  increase  of  16,372  during  the  year. 
Of  these  221,049  are  cootainerl  in  the  central  libra- 
ry, a  nd  52,863  in  the  six  branches.  The  issues  of 
books  during  the  306  days  of  the  year  have  risen 
to  the  Iarpe  aggregate  of  758,417,  being  an  increase 
over  ths  previous  year  of  132,975.  A.  portion  of 
this  increase  is  due  to  the  opening  of  a  new 
branch  in  Dorchester,  which  m  about  three 
months  circulated  16,017  volumes.  The  whole 
number  of  persons  who  have  made  application 
to  use  the  library  since  1867  now  amounts 
to  90,782,  of  which  14,599  were  entered  dur- 
ing the  last  year.  The  periodical  reading  rooms 
were  opened  359  davs,  and  were  during  that 
period  visited  by  249,870  readers,  who  used  348,772 
magazines.  The  number  of  books  lost  during  the 
year  was  85,  or  about  one  to  every  9000  of  circula- 
tion. It  is  gratifying  to  state  that  th»  number  of 
persons  evincing  such  interest  in  the  institution 
as  to  induce  them  to  make  donations  of  books  or 
pamphlets  to  its  shelves  was  greater  than  ever 
before,  1091  friends  having  given  4169  volumes  and 
15,889  pamphlets.  An  analysis  of  the  cr  culation 
ot  the  popular  department  of  the  institution  gives 
the  following  result:  The  32,590  volumes  ot  the 
lower  hall  found  272,834  readers,  an  increase  of 
nearlv  20,000  over  the  previous  year,  notwithstand- 
ing the  issues  of  the  six  branches,  w  bich,  with  an 
aggregate  if  55,863  volumes,  distributed  to  their 
visitors  404,846  books.  South  J3o=toa  still  leads  in 
the  uses  of  its  books  ev?ry  volume  of  its  col- 
lection having  been  loaned,  on  the  average, 
seventeen  times.  The  lowest  proportional  cir- 
culation is  to  be  foucd  in  Brighton,  but  this 
naturally  arises  from  the  fact  that  the  library 
is  larger,  in  proportion  to  the  suirounding  popula- 
tion, than  in  any  of  the  other  districts  of  the  city. 
The  reading  or  juveniles  and  fiction  is  more  gen- 
eral io  the  districts  thac  in  the  city  proper, 
although  the  proportion  of  literature  of  these 
classes  is  larger  in  the  lower  hall  than  in  any  of 
the  branches.  From  the  lower  hall  only  sixty- 
nine  per  cent,  of  the  issues  belong  to  these  classes, 
a  smaller  proportion  than  ever  before;  while  in 
the  branches  it  amounted  to  about  eighty  per 
cent.  This  change  in  the  percentage  of  use  in  the 
lower  hall  is  due  to  the  interest  shown  in  a  higher 
class  of  reading,  in  consequence  of  the  publica- 
tion of  the  class  list  of  history,  biography  and 
travel,  the  distribution  of  which  swelled  the  loans 
in  tnese  departments  from  16,856  m  1873-4  to  23,925 
volumes  in  1874-5.  The  reports  of  the  Visiting 
Committee  and  superintendent  and  a  large  num- 
ber of  valuable  ap per  dixes  make  up  the  balance 
of  the  report. 

SEWER  IN    MYSTIC  VALLEY. 

The  Chairman  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  order  authorizing  the  construction  of  a  sewer 
in  the  Mystic  Valley  at  a  cost  ot  $205,000,  with  the 
accompanying  order  providing  the  means  for  ac- 
complishing tnework: 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  and  he  hereby 
is  authorized  to  borrow  under  the  direction  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance  the  sum  of  $205,000,  to  con- 
stitute a  scecia.1  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of 
constructing  a  sewer  in  the  Mystic  Valley ;  to  be 
styled  "Myotic  Water  Works  Loan." 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  was  read 
once. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submittel  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  as  follows: 

Minors'  Applications  Granted— Ten  newsboys. 

Hack  Licenses  Granted— Daniel  Daley,  Tremont 
street,  opposite  Museum,  aftei  9  o'clock  P.M.; 


George  M.  Mov«e,  corner  Milk  and  Congress 
street;  John  C.  Stiles,  to  run  omnibuses  through 
Summer  and  High  streets,  to  Rowe's  whaif  and 
return;  Robinson  &  Emerton,  to  run  a  line  of 
coaches  r'tom  Charlestown  to  Rows's  vharf. 

Pawnbroker's  License  Renewed— Nathan  Baer, 
593  Washington  street. 

Billiard  Licenses  Granted—  W.  P.  Marshall,  114 
Sudbury  street;  G.  P.  Blam-hardi  260  Main  srreet; 
Henry  Wise,  138  Pleasant  street;  P.  C.  Stromberg, 
53  Hanover  street;  Joseph  A.  Tilton,  241  Meiidia'i 
street. 

Auctioneers  Licensed— George  H.  Abbott,  33 
School  street;  G.  Golfing  Bird,  176  Tremont 
street. 

Dealers  in  Second-hand  Articles  Licensed — Da- 
vid H.  Smith,  313  Commercial  street;  Samuel 
Remstein,  1246  Tremont  street;  Seth  Rich,  11 
Salem  street;  Rosa  Li pp,  78  Dorchester  avenue; 
Joshua  P.  Thompson,  128  Broad  street;  John 
Woods,  1  Seventh  stieet;  Jeremiah  J.  Lee,  7 
Hamilton  street;  Joseph  W.  Eldredge,  87  Canal 
street,  Charlestown;  Samuel  S.  Rosnosky,  190 
South  stieet;  Gilbert  D.  Bugbee,  272  Hanover 
street. 

Intelligence  Offices  Licenred— El, en  Magee,  Ho- 
tel Berkeley;  Garrett  Benson,  117  Hanover  street; 
John  McNally,  Centre  street,  J.  P. 

Wagon  License  Granted — S.  M.  Miles,  corner  of 
Kneelaud  and  Lincoln  streets ;  D.  W.  Parmenter, 
Meridian  street;  Joseph  H.  Rider,  Main  street, 
Charlestown. 

Severally  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  licenses  to  beep  intelligence  offi- 
ces in  ihis  city  be  issued  io  the  fohowing-named 
parties:  Sherlock  Spooner,  corner  Kingston  and 
Bedford  streets;  Eliza  Poiter,  131  Hudson  street; 
Margaret  Fitzger&ld,  22  Appletoa  street;  Priscilla 
Robinson,  2  Grant  place. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

LOCATION  OF  STEAM  FIRE  ENGINE  NO.  6. 

Alderman  Quincy,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
the  Fire  Department,  who  were  requested  to  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  providing  an  engine  house 
for  Steam  Engine  Company  No.  6,  in  a  more  con- 
venient locality  than  that  oow  occupied  by  said 
company  in  Wall  street,  reported  that  it  is  n<  c  ad- 
visable at  the  present  tim-  to  provide  a  new  en- 
gine house,  but  that  certain  alterations  suggested 
by  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissione.s  will  tempo- 
rarily remedy  most  of  the  inconveuience,  and  the 
committee  would  recommend  the  same  to  T3e 
made.    Accepted.    Sent  down. 

CHEMICAL  WORKS  IN  SOUTH  BOSTON.  ' 

Alaerman  Quracy  submitted  the  following  : 
The  Committee'  on  the  Fire  Department,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  remonstrance  of  Chauncy 
Page  against  ihe  erection  of  a  building  on  First 
street,  between  F  and  Dorchester  s;reets,  to  be 
used  for  the  manufacture  of  chemical  compounds, 
having  given  a  hearing  to  the  parties  interested, 
and  having  visited  the  premises,  beg  leave  to  sub- 
mit the  following  repoir:  It  appears  that 
the  business  ot  manufacturing  varnish  has 
been  carried  on  for  many  years  in  this  lo- 
cality. Where  all  possible  precautions  are  taken, 
especially  where  no  considerable  amount  of  the 
manufactured  article  is  allowed  to  remain  Jn 
store,  the  danger  of  a  building  used  for  these  pur- 
poses originating  or  greatly  extending  a  confla- 
gration does  nnt  seem  to  your  committee  greater, 
for  example,  than  that  attendant  on  a  planing 
mill.  The  question  here  would  seem  to  be 
whether  such  precautions  nave  been  taken.  In 
every  respect,  save  one,  the  recent  alterations  in 
the  buildings  and  manner  of  conducting  the  busi- 
ness would  seem  to.  be  in  the  direction  of  in- 
creased safety,  and  the  committee  cannot  but 
think  that,  on  the  whole,  the  danger  to  the  neigb- 
oors  is  less  than  before  such  changes  were  made. 
So  far  as  the  committee  can  understand  the 
business,  every  precaution  against  the  origin 
of  a  conflagration  in  the  pro  :ess  of 
manufacture  has  been  taken.  Still,  as  the  danger 
is  undeniably  greater  than  in  most  other  build- 
ings, all  possible  measures  should  have  been  taken 
to  facilitate  the  efforts  of  the  department  tow- 
aros  confining  the  fire  to  the  building  in  care  it 
should  originate  there.  Had  the  newly-erected 
building  been  of  brick,  with  a  flat  roof,  this 
would,  in  the  opinion  of  expeits,  have  been  com- 
paratively easy.  That  a  business  so  long  estab- 
lished at  this  point  should  be  abandoned  can 
hardly  be  expected,  but  the  neighborhood  have 
an  undoubted  right  ti  expect  that  when- 
ever changes  are  made,  involving  the  erec- 
tion   of     new    buildings,    no    possible    piecau- 
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tion  conducive  to  the  general  safety  shall  be 
neglected.  Seeing  that  the  new  buildiog  for 
the  manufacture  of  inflammable  materials  was  to 
be  built  of  wood,  with  a  high  roof,  setins  to  your 
committee  to  be  good  cause  for  the  remonstrance 
of  the  petitioner,  m  view  of  the  natuie  of  his  own 
tusinecs.  The  argument  for  a  high  roof  is  that 
its  better  facilities  for  ventiiatioo,  and  for  carry- 
ing off  the  vapor,  diminish  the  chances  of  the 
origin  of  fire;  but  this,  in  che  committee's  opinion, 
is  more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  greater 
facilities  for  the  spread  of  aconflagrationincid-nt 
to  a  high  as  compared  with  a  flat  rcof .  It  is  evi- 
dent tbatthe  one  may  be  safer  for  the  building 
and  the  other  for  the  neighborhood,  a^d  in  such  a 
dangerous  vicinity  as  th<s  tte  interest  of  the 
greater  numbsr  should  prevail.  With  this  ex- 
piession  of  their  views  upon  the  question  your 
committee  would  recommend  that  the  whole  sub- 
ject be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  theSuivey 
arrt  Inspection  of  Buildings. 
Accepted.    Sent  dowu. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  oa  Sewers: 

Reports  with  orders  of  notice  that  this  Board 
will,  on  Monday,  Aug.  16,  at  four  o'clock,  P.M., 
ta,ke  into  consideration  che  expediency  of  con- 
structing sewers  as  follows,  when  all  persons  ob- 
jecting thereto  may  appear  and  be  heard  :  In  Por- 
ter and  Jess  streets,  West  Roxbury ;  in  Bower 
street,  Roxbury,  between  Sherman  street  and 
Laurel  street;  in  Blue  Hill  Avenue,  betweeu  Wa- 
verly  and  Woodbine  streets,  and  in  Wan  en  street 
between  Woodbine  and  Edgewood  streets;  in 
Thornley  strest,  Dorchester  ;;in  Athens  street,  be- 
tween B  street  and  the  New  Yoik  &  New  England 
Railroad ;  in  Silver  street,  between  E  and  F  streets, 
and  in  E  street,  betweeu  Silver  andFourth  streets. 
Ordeis  severally  passed. 

Report  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  take  any  action 
on  the  petition  of  Patrick  McMorrow  ei  al.  for 
leave  to  fill  up  the  old  channel  and  Stony  Brook 
on  their  premises.    Accepted. 

Reports  with  oiders  for  the  construction  of 
sewers  as  follows:  In  Langdon  street  and  in  Rut- 
land square,  west  of  Columbus  avenue.  Oiders 
severally  read  twice  arid  passed. 

PROJECTING  SIGNS  AND  LANTERNS. 

Alderman  Burrage  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Police  recommending  the  granting 
of  the  folloviDg  petition  to  maintain  pi ojecting 
signs,  lauteins,  etc.,  provided  the  Inspector  of 
Buildings  certifies  that  the  same  are  securely 
fastened:  H.Peyser,  sigr.s,  87  Cambridge  street; 
Adams,  Fessenden  &  Co.,  sigo,  177  Court  street ; 
John  T.  Wdley  etal.,  lamp,  Creighton  House;  S. 
M.  S.  Pratt,  lantern,  75  Court  street.  Severally 
accepted. 

STREET  DAMAGES,  ETC. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following, from 
the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board : 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  Martin  Lennon  to  be  compensated  for 
expenditure  consequent  upon  the  wideniog  of 
Hartopp  place,  the  condition  of  his  premises  be- 
ing, as  the  committee  have  learned,  atcer  the  com- 
pletion of  the  work  the  city  had  agieed  to  <io  for 
him,  of  replacing  wall,  etc.,  even  better  than  it 
was  as  originally  belu  bv  him  before  the  widening 
ot  Hartopp  place  upon  his  estate.    Accepted. 

Oraeis  to  pay  for  laud  dam;  ges  as  fodows :  Pro- 
prietors of  T  wharf,  $21,666,  laving  out  and  exten- 
sion of  Corn  uieree  street  to  Atlantic  avenue,  when- 
ever said  proprietors  adjust  and  settle,  under  the 
Older  of  this  Board  of  April  13, 1875,  all  the  claims 
growing  out  of  the  laying  out  of  Atlantic  avenue 
upon  their  estate;  Mary  A.  Condon  $  1000,  widen- 
ii.g  of  Bow  street;  the  parish  of  St.  Mary's  Epis- 
copal Church  $670.75,  widening  ot  Bowtioio  stieet; 
Aaron  Kingsbury  $510.75,  widening  of  Shawmut 
avenue;  Sarah  A.  Morse  $243,  widening  of  Shuw- 
mut  avenue;  John  Rogers  $221.25,  widening  of 
Shawmut  avenue;  Sarah  E.  Huckins  $1355,  for 
land,  taken  in  name  of  Israel  Huckins  in  widening 
Shawmut  avenue;  Frank  T.  Dwinell  $650,  exten- 
sion ot  Corey  street  to  Weld  street;  Boston  Lead 
Company  $3097.50,  laying  out  of  Swett  street.  Sev- 
erally read  twice  and  passed. 

SWETT  STREET. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  pait  of  the 
Board : 

Where  as,  By  a  resolve  passed  by  the  Boat  d.  of 


Stieet  Commissioners  on  the  22d  o£  October,  1874, 
cartain  parcels  of  land  therein  described  were 
taken  on  Swett  street,  and  the  same  were  laid  out 
as  a  public  strct  or  way  of  said  city,  it  is  there- 
fore 

Oideied,  That  due  notice  be  given  to  L.  B. 
Mor-e  and  E.  A.  Remick,  Roxbury  Grammar 
School,  Boston  Lead  Company,  J.  S.  Laming  aod 
Alonzo  S.  Drisko,  Otfs  Shepaid,  Roxbury  Gas 
Lighc  Company,  Lawrence  Cuddy,  Hiram  John- 
son, Joseph  Dorr,  Central  Wharf  Coinpiuy,  R.  A. 
tJallou,  heirs  of  Martin  Brimmer,  William  L. 
Bivdley,  South  Cove  Corporation,  George  W.  Tux- 
bury,  Snebnah  Rich,  Martin  Hayes,  heirs  of  Lem- 
uel Ciehore,  Benjamin  b\  Wing,  Samuel  Joidan, 
Charles  H.  and  Francis  C.  Hersey,  Nathaniel 
C.  Decker,  David  H.  Geer,  Boylstou  Na- 
tional Bank,  Thomas  Gogin,  Alpheuf.  M. 
Stetson,  William  Hardy,  Christina  Kammerer, 
and  all  other  persons  interested  as  owners,  pro- 
prietors, tenants,  occupants  or  otherwise,  in  said 
land,  that  they  cut  off,  pull  down,  remove  and 
carry  av/ay  all  buildings,  erections,  and  obstruc- 
tions of  every  sort  standing  on  and  projecting 
over  the  lines  of  said  Swett  street,  as  established 
by  the  resolve  aforesaid,  or  move  and  set  back  the 
same  to  the  taid  lines,  and  vacate  and  surrender 
the  land  and  premises  taken  as  aforesaid,  on  or 
before  the  first  uay  of  September  now  next  etsu- 
ing. 

And  in  default  thereof,  the  Committee  on 
Streets  are  hereby  directed  and  empowered  forth- 
with to  enter  upon  said  land,  and  cause  all  build- 
ings, erections  and  obstructions  standing  on  and 
projecting  over  the  lines  of  said  Swett  street,  as 
established  by  the  resolve  aforesaid,  to  be  cut  off, 
pulled  down,  removed  and  cariied  away,  or  sold 
in  such  manner  as  they  shall  deem  exi  edient,  or 
to  be  moved  and  set  back  to  said  lines,  and  the 
said  l».nd  to  be  vacated  and  surrendered  under  the 
direction  of  the  said  committee. 

Passed. 

MARKET    LEASE  TRANSFERRED. 

Alderman  Prescott  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Markets  in  favor  of  granting  the 
petition  of  C.  G.  Dole  for  leave  to  transfer  one- 
half  of  Stall  No.  19,  Faneuil  Hall  Market,  to  Edwin 
M.  Stacey.    Accepted. 

THE  VEGETABLE  MARKET. 

Alderman  Prescott  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  whenever  the  Mercantile  Wharf 
Company  executes  a  lease  to  the  city  of  Boston 
of  the'  lands  owueJ  bv  said  company, 
situated  and  lying  between  Atlantic  avenue 
and  Mercp.utile  street,  m  accordance  with  the 
term?  of  the  order  passed  by  the  City  Council  and 
approved  July  12, 1875,  and  gives  to  the  city  the 
bond  named  in  said  order  and  complies  in  all 
other  respect<  -with  the  provisions  contained 
ther'ir,  the  Starding  Committee  of  ihis  Board  on 
Markets  is  hereby  authorized  to  establish  a  mar- 
ket on  said  "ands  for  the  sale  of  provisions  ard 
perishable  produce,  and  to  grade  and  lay  out  said 
Lnds  in  such  manner  as  theymay  deem  necessary 
for  the  accommodation  of  tins  persons  who  may 
be  assigned  S'ands  thereon;  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  already  made 
therefor. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

LOCATION  OF  SUNDRY  CITY  OFFICES. 

A'derman  Prescott  submitted  s  repoit  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  represent- 
ing that,  thev  had  received  a  communication  from 
the  Treasury  Department  requesting  that  a  room 
be  set  apart  for  tbeColleetoi  of  Taxes, aud  recom- 
mending th  ;  passage  ot  the  following: 

Ordered,  Tnat  until  otherwise  ordered,  the  pub- 
lic offices  named  ba  located  in  City  Hall,  as  fol- 
lows: 

The  Water  Bosrd  to  be  removed  to  the  room 
occupied  by  the  secretary  of  the  School  Conomit- 
tee. 

The  School  Committee  and  secretary  of  said 
committee  to  vacate  the  rooms  occupies  by  them, 
and  to  remove  to  the  corner  room  on  same  floor 
now  occupied  by  the  City  Surveyor. 

The  City  Engineer,  to  occupy  the  large  room  va- 
cated bv  the  School  Committee. 

The  City  Surveyor  to  occupy  the  room  in  the 
upper  story,  directlv  over  his  present  room,  said 
room  bemsr  made  vacant  bv  the  City  Engineer. 

The  treasurer  and  Collector  to  occupy  the  pres- 
ent Treasurer's  room,  and  the  large  room  vacated 
by  the  Water  Registrar. 

The  Water  Registrar  to  occupy  the  room  va- 
cated by  the  Water  Board,  together  with  the  small 


AUGUST       2,       18  7  5. 


439 


room  between,  occupied  ai  present  by  the  Water 
Board  and  Water  Registrar. 

The  private  office  now  occupied  by  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Lamps  co  be  used  by  a  clerk  ot  the 
Water  Board. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

SUNDRY  PUBLIC  BUILDING  MATTERS. 

Alderman  Prescott  submitted  the  following, 
from  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  furnish  a  .watch  clock  and 
fixtures,  with  the  necessary  stations  for  the  City 
Hall  builcing,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $600;  the 
expense  to  be  chaiged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Public  Buildings. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  co  taKe  charge  of  1956  square 
feet  of  lar.d,  more  or  less,  beloogmg  to  the  city, 
and  situated  in  the  rear  of  Polise  Station  House 
No.  8. 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Streets.  Sent 
dow  o . 

Odered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  purchase  of  Hemy  E.  Fuller 
6100  feet  of  land,  more  or  less,  at  a  cost  not  to 
exceed  tbe  sum  of  forty  cents  per  square  foot, 
situated  on  Harvard  avenue,  Ward  19,  ana  erect 
thereon  an  engine  house  from  plans  approved  by 
the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners,  at  an  estimated 
cost  for  land  and  building  of  $7000;  the  expense 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  already  pio- 
vided  for  ih-t  purpose. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  autborized  to  puichase  of  Messrs.  Shep- 
atd  &  Chester  380'0  feet  of  land,  more  or  l.-ss,  situ- 
ated oi  Washington  street,  between  Atherton 
and  Besthoveu  streets,  Ward  15,  at  a  cost  not  to 
exceed  the  sum  of  eighty  cents  per  squat e  foot, 
and  erect  thereon  an  engine  house  from  plans  ap- 
proved by  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  at  an 
estiiaateo  cost  for  land  and  building  of $$8000 ;  the 
expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  al- 
leadv  provided  for  that  purpose. 

Alderman  Hams— What  is  the  assessed  value  of 
that  property? 

Alderman  Prescott — I  am  unable  to  ansv.  er  that 
question  at  the  present  lime.  This  matter  came 
before  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  at  a 
meeting  this  afternoon,  by  the  reporc  of  a  sub- 
committee of  which  the  Alderman  from  Wari  16 
is  chairman.  Ic  was  considered  the  cheapest  lot 
of  land,  everything  considered,  that  could  be 
bought  for  the  amount  of  the  appropriation. 

Alderman  Pope— This  subject  was  referred  to  a 
sub»cotnmittee  at  the  request  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment, who  had  selected  a  lot  near  School  and 
Washington  streets,  which  could  have  been 
bought  for  72%  cents  a  foot;  but  it  would  have  to 
be  graded  ana  ha^e  a  retaining  wall  built,  so  that 
that  price  would  be  just  about  one-half  the  actual 
cost.  We  took  the  liberty  of  going  out  and  exam- 
ining other  lots  in  the  vicinity,  aud  found  two 
parcels  there,  oue  belonging  to  a  Mr.  Green,  in 
tbe  Prescott  Insurance  Office,  and  another  at  the 
coiner  of  School  and  Washington  streets,  which 
could  be  had  for  half  a  dollar.  We  found  this  land 
of  Sbepard  &  Chester's,  tbe  whole  of  which  could 
be  got  at  $1  or  $1.10  a  foot.  We  told  them  the 
amount  of  land  we  wanted  and  they  offered  to 
divide  it,  and  we  could  take  either  parcel  at  $1.25 
or  $1.45.  The  committee  came  back  aDd  consult- 
ed with  the  Fne  Commissioners,  and  they  select- 
ed the  lot  of  Shepardfc  &  Chester  as  being  the 
most  desiiable  for  the  purpose  and  cheapest  for 
the  city,  and  recommended  us  to  buy  it.  We 
saw  Sbepard  &  Chester  on  Saturday,  and 
they  thought  taey  could  n't  sell  it  at  any 
lower  price;  but  today  they  met  the  com- 
mittee, and  finally  decided  to  sell  it  for  eighty 
cent-,  wrom  the' general  price  of  land  in  tbat 
vicinity  it  seemed  to  us  very  cheap  at  that  price, 
being  very  well  situated  for  the  purpose,  and  re- 
quiring no  outlay  for  grading.  It  cost  these  par- 
ties more  rnotey  than  they  sell  it  for,  but  I  don't 
know  what,  it  is  taxed  for. 

Alderman  Harris— What  led  me  to  make  the 
inquiry  is  that  we  ate  laying  seweis  out  in  that 
direction,  and  I  was  desirous  of  knowing  tbe 
value  of  land  there  that  we  might  make  equitable 
assessments. 

Alderman  Pope— Seventy  cents  was  the  lowest 
price  we  founa  for  any  laud  there,  and  that  piece 
was  not  well  situated. 

Alderman  O'Brien— My  impression  is  that  land 
:  a  that  neighborhood  is  not  assessed  rormor°  than 


seventy-five  cents  a  foot,  and  I  am  also  impressed 
with  the  fact  that  it  will  scarcely  sell  for  fifty 
cents  a  foot.  I  don't  know  tbe  lot  referred  to, 
buttertamly  the  valuation  of  land  in  that  neigh- 
boibood  exceeds  my  expectations.  If  the  Com- 
mittee on  Sewers  make  their  assessments  at  that 
rate  they  will  find  a  great  deal  of  trouble. 

Alderman  Pope— I  expected  that  land  could  be 
bought  for  $1.25  a  foot,  and  was  quite  astonished 
to  find  that  some  of  it  could  be  bad  for  seventy 
cents.  There  is  a  party  ready  to  take  the  land 
that  Mr.  Green  offered  for  $1,  and  build  a  block 
of  stoies  on  it.  The  three  lots  I  have  mentioned 
are  all  that  are  eligible  for  this  purpose. 

Tbe  order  was  read  twice  and  passed.  Sent 
down . 

PAYING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  the  following,  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition ot  Sylvester  Bowman  to  be  paid  for  grade 
damages  on  Lincoln  street,  Brighton.    Acceoted. 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  of  S.  E.  Decker  and  Michael  Geraghiy 
to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on  Lincoln  street, 
Brighton.    Severally  accepted. 

Reports  reommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  of  John  S.  W.  Laoe,  Horace  W.  Baxter 
and  James  Riley,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
ou  Foster  street,  Brighton.    Severally  accepted. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  Edmund  Rice,  to  be  paid  for  damages  to 
his  estate  tn  Market  street,  Ward  19,  aud  to  be  re- 
lieved of  the  betterment  assessment  ou  saia  estate 
by  the  town  of  Brighton.    Accepted. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  Emerson  Wheeler  et  al.,  for  a  plank  walk 
or  concrete  sidewalk  on  easterly  side  ot  North 
,  Harvard  street.    Accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $29.52  be  abated  from 
the  amount  ot  $54.53  assessed  to  William  G  .Train 
for  edgestones  ou  Norfolk  avenue,  and  the  said 
sum  of  $29.52  be  assessed  to  A.  D.  Williams  for 
edgestones  on  ss.id  Norfolk  avenue. 

Orderel,  That  the  sum  of  $33.02  assessed  to 
Bridget  Evarts  for  sidewalk  at  No.  17  K  street  be 
abated,  and  the  >ame  assessed  to  Bridget  Evans. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $30.04  assessed  to  Ed- 
ward Porter  for  sidewalk,  251  Bennington  street, 
be  abated,  aod  the  same  assessed  to  Edward  Pot- 
ter. 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Repoit  with  order  to  pay  Charlott"  M.  Curtis 
$250;  for  grade  damages  on  Washington  street, 
Brigh  ton. 

Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  Tbat  notice  be  given  to  the  Middlesex 
Railroad  Company  that  m  tie  opinion  of  this 
Boa)  d  the  public  safety  and  convenience  require 
that  Cha ties  River  avenue  should  be  paved  with 
small  granite  blocks,  aud  tbat  said  company  be 
directed  to  pav  J>  on  said  avenue  the  space  occu- 
pied by  its  tracfes  with  small  granite  blocks,  said 
work  to  be  clone  under  the  direction  and  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Supeiintendent  of  Stieets. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  Tremont  street  and  Gore  ave- 
nue, as  recently  widened  by  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners.    Estimated  cost,  $1500. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  avid  orders  for  edgestones  in  front  of 
estate  of  Henry  Whittaker  on  Faneuil  and  Parsons 
streets.    Orders  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  brick  sidewalk  in  front  of 
estate  of  Thomas  Conners,  242  Third  street;  Win- 
nifred  Judge,  165  Sixth  stieet.  Order  read  twice 
and  passed. 

Schedules  of  cost  of  constructing  sidewalks  in 
front  of  estates  of  sundry  persons;  also  schedules 
of  cost  of  sidewalks  in  Fairfield,  Pond  and  Cot- 
tage streets  and  Crescent  avenue,  with  orders  for 
the  proportionate  assessment  and  collection  of 
the  same.    Orders  read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets 
be  directed  to  pave  Salem  street  from  Parmenter 
street  to  Hanover  street  with  small  granite  blocks. 
Estimated  cost  $7000. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  Tbat  the  Superintendent  of  Streets 
be  directed  to  pave  North  street,  from  Ferry 
street  to  Richmond  street  with  small  granite 
blocks.    Estimated  cost  $6000. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

BRIDGES. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Commitcee  on  Bridges: 
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Ordered,  Tbat  tbe  Committee  on  Bridges  t>e 
authorized  to  repair  Albany-street  Bridge,  at  an 
estimated  experise  of  $1500,  said  sum  to  be 
Charged  to  the  appropriation  lor  Bridges. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  AlDany-stieet  Bridge  be  closed 
to  public  travel  on  Thursday  next,  and  remain 
closed  until  the  repairs  thereon  are  completed. 

Read  twice  and  aassed. 

STATUE    OF   GENERAL   GLOVER. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon, etc.,  offeied  the  following: 

Ordered,  Tbat  tbe  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  provide  a  suita- 
ble foundation  for  a  statue  of  General  Glover,  to 
be  located  in  the  enclosure  on  Commonwealth 
avenue,  between  Berkeley  street  and  Clarendon 
street,  tbe  sum  of  §1100  to  be  transferred  for  that 
purpose  from  the  appropriation  for  Labor  on  the 
Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance.    Sent  down. 

REMOVAL  OF  TREE  IN  CT^ARLESTOWN. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of  the  Board: 

Whereas,  John  Maguire,  occupant  of  tbe  prem- 
ises numbered  638  Main  street,  in  Charlestown, 
bas  given  notice  to  this  Board  that  he  intends  to 
remove  the  tree  now  standing  in  front  of  said 
premises,  it  is,  theretore,  hereby 

Ordered,  lhat  a  hearing  be  given  thereon,  to  all 
parties  inteiested,  on  Monday,  the  16th  day  of 
August,  at  four  o'clock,  P.  M." 

Pa.-sed. 

HORSE  RAILROAD  TRACKS  IN  COURT  STREET,  ETC. 

On  motion  ot  Alderman  Power,  the  Board  took- 
up  the  special  assignment,  viz.,  the  motion  to  re- 
consider the  vote  by  which  was  rejected  the  order 
for  the  removal  of  the  railroad  tracks  in  Court 
street  and  Devonshire  street. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  would  ask  the  ruling  of 
the  Chair  on  (he  question  whether  a  motion  to 
reconsider  is  in  order,  the  matter  haviDg  once 
been  reconsidered. 

The  Chairman— Tbe  Cbair  is  of  opinion  that  the 
motion  is  in  older.  After  the  first  reconsid- 
eration the  subject  was  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Paving,  and  reported  back  to 
this  Board,  and  in  tbe  opinion  of  the  Chair  it 
staods  precisely  as  thougb  it  had  never  before 
been  before  the  Board. 

Alderman  Power— I  have  already  put  myself  on 
record  once  or  twice,  and  there  is.no  doubt  as  to 
where  I  stand;  but  I  am  inclined  to  think, 
from  what  I '  have  heard  said,  that  it  was 
thought  I  meant  to  convey  the  impression 
tbat  one  of  the  memoers  of  the  Paving 
Committee  had  been  tiying  to  please  both 
parties;  that  is,  while  agreeing  with  one  of  the 
committee  tbat  the  track  should  be  taken  up, 
he  voted  with  those  who  opposed  that  measure  to 
delay  it,  and  thus  caused  the  defeat  of  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  committee.  I  wish  to  say  that 
I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  as  to  the  sincerity 
of  all  the  members  of  the  Paving  Committee  in 
desiring  to  have  this  track  taken  up.  I  know  they 
all  thought  it  for  the  lutersst  of  the  city  that  the 
track  should  be  removed,  and  I  never  had  the 
slightest  doubt  but  that  they  all  acted  in  good 
faith  when  they  reported  this  order.  It  was 
totally  unexpected  that  this  Board  should  vote  to 
allow  tbe  cracks  to  remain  there,  and  as  the  mat- 
ter has  taken  an  unanticipated  turn,  and 
as  one  member  of  the  committee,  wno  was  away, 
unwittingly  assisted  in  defeating  the  measure,  I 
thought  it  was  but  due  to  him  to  have  an  oppor- 
tunity ro  make  any  explanation  he  desired. 
That  was  my  principal  reason  foi  moving  this  re- 
consideration and  keeping  it  alive  till  his  return. 
I  hope  also  that  some  members  of  the  Board  who 
voted  again st .the  order,  having  had  a  chance  to  de- 
liberate upon  the  subject,  would  find  good  reason 
to  change  tbeir  views,  foi  it  seemed  to  me  that 
nothing  more  desirable  could  be  done  toward 
facilitating  travel  in  tbat  neighborhood  than  to 
remove  the  tracks  from  Court  street.  I  therefore 
hope  the  matter  will  be  recoasidered. 

Alderman  Bigelow— I  do  uot  propose  to  occupy 
much  of  the  time  of  the  Board  by  any  extended 
remarks,  as  thia  question  has  already  been  pretty 
thoroughly  discussed ;  but  as  my  action  upon  this 
maiter  has  been  somewhat  criticised,  I  desire  to 
say  a  few  words  in  explanation.  When  this  mat- 
ter was  under  discussion  or  consideration  several 
weeks  ago.  the  Alderman   from  Ward  10   made 


some  statements  and  gave  figures  somewhat 
at  variance  from  those  we  i^d  previously 
seen,  and  which  I  he  Alderman  from  Ward 
9  desired  time  to  verify,  and  he  asked  s§  a  matter 
of  courtesy  that  it  might  lie  over  iu  order  to  give 
him  an  opportunity  to  do  so.  Thf>re  had  been 
several  bearings  before  the  committee  and  the 
full  Board,  and  all  tbe  argument  seemed,  in  my 
opinion,  to  f  svoi  the  order;  and  as  the  Board  had 
expressed  the  same  opinion  by  a  decided  majority 
I  failed  to  see  tbe  necessity  for  de- 
lay; yst,  being  desirous  at  all  times  of 
allowing  members  the  fullest  opportunity 
for  discussion,  as  a  matter  of  courtesy 
entirely,  I  consented  to  favor  the  postponement. 
And  here  I  desire  to  express  my  sincere  thinks  to 
the  Alderman  for  so  cheerfully  reciprocating  the 
courtesy  I  extended  him.  As  I  had  heard  all  the 
evidence  before  the  committee  and  full  Board,  I 
did  not  suppose  for  one  moment  there  could  be 
any  change  m  the  conclusions  arrived  at;  but  in 
this  I  find  I  was  mistaken.  The  question  came 
up  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Board  and 
was  •  again  postponed  till  today.  I  was 
unable  to  be  present  at  that  meeting,  but 
have  read  very  carefully  the  Alderman's  remarks, 
and  do  not  find  any  new  light  or  the  least  change 
in  the  figures  given  us  by  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  10,  or  any  attempt  at  correction.  Soon 
after  this  matter  came  b  fore  the  Board  I  had  a 
conversation  with  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Met- 
ropolitan Company,  and  he  stated  that  they  did 
not  look  upon  tbis  track  in  Court  street  as  of 
great  importance,  as  f  bey  run  only  four  ca  s  an 
hour  through  the  street— tbat  only  in  case  of  an 
emergency  aid  they  consider  it  of  very  great  con- 
sequence. I  replied  that  I  did  tot  see  how  an 
emergency  could  very  well  arise  to  requite  it,  as 
thev  already  had  Cornhill  through  which  the 
bulk  of  their  cars  run,  and  if  in  need,  they  bad 
Hanover  street  and  Now  Washington.  The  Al- 
derman, I  think,  greatly  magnifies  the  pressure 
through  Cornhill.  It  is  true  something  like  a  bun- 
dled cars  an  hour  run  torougb  that  street,  but 
not  a  particle  of  evidence  have  I  heard  that 
there  is  the  iea<t  difficulty.  Mr.  Lawrence,  in 
his  evidence  before  the  committee,  and  wno  cer- 
tainly would  have  been  incommoded,  if  anybody, 
said  there  was  no  trouble  at  all,  and  in  his  opinion 
would  not  be  if  the  number  was  increased.  Now 
if  there  has  been  such  a  pressure  in  that  locality, 
and  such  inconvenience  experienced  as  the  Alder- 
man would  have  us  suppose,  why,  may  I  ask,  have 
they  not  run  more  than  four  of  their  cars  an  hour 
through  Court  street?  The  truth  is,  there  has 
been  no  inconvenience  felt,  and  up  to  the  present 
time  I  doubt  if  they  would  have  run  another 
car  through  Court  street  if  the  quescioa  of  re- 
moving the  tiack  had  uot  been  j.gitated.  The 
gentleman  lays  great  stress  on  tbe  crowded  con- 
dition of  Washington  street  between  Cornhill  and 
Court,  and  says  there  are  frequent  blocks  there. 
Now  if  this  is  so,  it  is  veiy  evident  the  difficulty  is 
caused  by  the  great  rush  of  carriages  and  cars 
coming  down  Court  into  Washington.  No  one 
can  doubt  this.  Tue  officer  stationed  on  this  cor- 
ner so  stated  before  the  committee,  and  said  that 
even  the  limited  uumber  of  cars  now  running 
there  caused  frequent  blocks,  and  were  a  nui- 
sance. We  have  had  a  good  number  of  petitions 
in  favor  of  this  order,  and  some  remonstrants, 
but  I  have  not  arrived  at  my  conclusion  so  much 
by  these  petitions  or  evidence  given  us  as  by  per. 
sonal  observation.  Let  any  one  of  this  Board 
stand  on  the  corner  of  Court  and  Washington 
streets  for  half  an  hour  in  the  busy  part  of  the 
daj,  and  it  seems  to  me  he  "would  need  no 
further  evidence  to  convince  him  of  the  neces- 
sity of  removing  this  track.  The  weight 
of  tbe  gentleman's,  argument  seems,  not 
that  horse  railroads  are  an  inconvenience, 
but  tbat  express  companies  are  a  greater.  He 
has  taken  great  pains  to  give  us  the  orecise  num- 
ber of  wagoas  standing  before  Adams  &  Co.'s 
office  and  the  time  they  stand  there,  but  offers  no 
evidence  that  any  one  bas  complained  or  been  in- 
commoded therebj,  and  I  think  it  unfair  to  mag- 
nify the  importance  of  one  institution  at  the  ex- 
pense of  another  equally  important.  Now,  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  am  a  friend  to  horse  railroads  and 
believe  them  a  most  important  institution, 
ana  would  give  them  every  consideration, 
but  not  to  the  exclusion  or  expense 
of  every  other  interest.  I  was  struck  with  "a  re- 
mark made  by  the  president  of  the  Metropolitan 
company  before  this  Board  a  few  weeks  since. 
He  said  "the  coming  man  had  come  and  he  rides 
in  a  borse  car."    Now,  I  admit  the  truth  of  this 
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remaik,  but  do  you  suppo=e  he  would  bave  arriv- 
ed if  there  had  been  no  other  interests  in  this. city 
than  horse  railroads?  As  I  bave  said,  1  believe" 
they  are  most  important,  and  we  could  hardly  get 
on  without  them,  but,  no  more  so  than  ex- 
press companies;  and  I  firmly  believe  if  we 
were  called  upon  to  part  with  either,  trie 
interests  of  Boston  would  suffer  much  more  by 
the  loss  of  express  companies  than  horse  railways, 
and  I  consider  it  the  duty  of  the  Ci'y  Government 
to  render  express  companies  every  facility  possi- 
ble. In  regard  to  the  Middlesex  track  in  State 
and  Devonshire  street?,  I  did  not  feel  that  public 
necessity  required  its  removal  as  much  as  the  one 
on  Court  street,  and  should  not  have  asked  action 
upon  it  at  this  time  had  it  not,  on  motion  of  the 
Alderman  from  the  Highlands,  bee  a  included  in 
thisorder,as  itwaso.igioallyonly granted  tempor- 
arily and  has  not  been  used  for  along  time,  nor  is  it 
proposed  to  use  it  for  some  time  to  come,  tne com- 
mittee were  of  opinion  it  would  be  advisable  to 
remove  it  at  the  piesent  time.  One  woid  in  regard 
to  the  second  track  just  laid  down  on  Washington 
street,  between  Summer  and  Mils  streets.  This, 
with  the  committee,  was  a  choice  ot  two  evils, 
and  they  considered  the  lesser  of  the  two.  We 
all  know  the  great  inconvenience  caused  by  the 
constant  block  on  Tremont  street.  The  railroad 
companies  felt  this  as  much  or  more  than"  others, 
and  desired  some  measures  adopted  to  relieve  it. 
Xhe  South  Boston  company  asked  for  a  new  loca- 
tion with  this  object  in  view,  to  run  a  large  por- 
tion of  their  cars  over  this  route,  instead  of  Boyl- 
stoo  and  Tremont  streets.  The  committee  care- 
fully considered  this  pioposition  and  recommend- 
ed its  adoption,  and  it  was  passen  without  opposi- 
tion. The  result,  so  far  as  my  observation  goes,  is 
a  success.  The  Committee  on  Paving  have  given 
this  question  eaieful  consideration  and  were 
unanimous  in  recommendiug  the  removal  of  this 
track,  believing  the  public  interests  require  it. 
They  have  given  all  parties  every  opportunity  to 
be  heard,  and  no  evidence  has  been  before  them 
to  change  their  conclusions  in  the  least  degiee, 
and  I  trust  the  motion  to  recousider  will  prevail. 

Alderman  Bigelow  presented  petitions  in  favor 
of  the  removal  of  the  "tracks  from  persons  living 
or  doing  business  in  Boston,  signed  by  Samuel  D. 
Perkins,  et  al.,  Kiugsley  &  Co.,  et  al.,  C.  K. 
Jones  et  al.,  and  George  E.  Pitch,  et  al. 

Alderman  Quincy — I  hope  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider will  prevail.  I  have  been  convinced,  so  far 
as  I  have  been  able  to  examine  the  matter,  that 
these  tracks  ought  to  come  up.  There  can  be  no 
douot  of  the  fact  that  horse-railioad  companies 
are  public  servants,  but  in  this  c?.se  it  is  the  pub- 
lic interest  which  is  paramouut.  That  is  the 
question  for  us  to  decide,  and  not  whether  the 
contest  is  between  this  comoauy,  which  is  sup- 
posed to  wield  an  immense  political  influence,  and 
one  man  who  owns  a  one-horse  express.  My  mind 
being  clear  on  which  side  the  public  interests  are, 
I  shall  vote  for  a  reconsideration. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  did  not  intend  to  say  an- 
other word  upon  this  subject;  nor  do  I  intend  to 
take  up  much  of  the  time  of  the  Boatd  at  present. 
I  desire  to  say  simply  that  it  seems  to  me  that  this 
great  effort,  which  has  been  rnaae  to  remove  the 
tracks  from  Court  street,  has  been  instigated  en- 
tirely by  one  concern.  The  petitions  appear  to 
bave  al'  b.-en  got  up  by  this  company,  and  were  it 
not  for  them  I  do  not  think  we  shonlci  have  had  a 
remonstrance  from  any  of  the  abutters  or  owners 
of  property  or  scarcely'f :  om  any  parties  doing  busi- 
ness on  Court  street.  Chat  company,  as  I  reroaiked 
on  a  former  day,  have  most  ample  accommoda- 
tions at  the  present  time;  a  dozen  or  fourtetu  of 
their  teams  stand  in  front  of  their  place  ot  busi- 
ness without  interfering  even  with  the  passage  of 
cars  down  the  track  in  the  centre  of  the  street, 
wrhich  at  the  upper  end  is  neaily  sixty  feet  wide. 
Por  some  reason  or  other  there  has  been  a  deter- 
mined effort  to  remove  these  tiacks,  and  all  the 
opposition  to  their  remaining  has  come  from  one 
source.  Twice  they  have  been  in-  the  courts  and 
been  refused,  and' now  they  have  come  to  this 
Board.  I  am  willing  to  .vote  to  give  reason- 
able accommodations  to  express  companies , 
but  the  100,000  people  who  ride  .in  the 
cars  have  ■  some  rights  in  our  streets.  I 
believe  in  allowing  toe  tracks  to  remain  theie  to 
be  used  in  case  of  emergency.  There  is  another 
track  in  Temple  place  which  is  used  in  the  same 
way.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  track,  if  allowed  to 
remain  in  Court  stieet,  might  be  of  very  great  ac- 
commodation, in  case  of  emergency,  to  75,000  or 
100,000  people  who,  for  some  reason  or  other,  could 


not  pass  thio'igh  Cornhill.  In  regard  to  the  Al- 
derman from  Ward  17, 1  did  not  intend  any  dis- 
courtesy to  niiu.  It  would  re  tne  last  tning  which 
I  would  do  co  be  guilty  of  discourtesy  to  my  asso- 
ciates in  this  Board. 

Alderman  Power— The  Aloerman  from  Ward  9 
savs  theie  is  no  public  demard  for  the  removal  of 
those  tracks,  and  the  pressure  all  comes  from  one 
party.  I  don't  ki.ow  what  he  means  by  that.  As 
a  member  of  the  Paviug  Committee,  I  claim  that 
that  party  is  the  Paving  Committee,  who,  in  the 
faitnful  performance  of  their  dutv  of  managing 
the;  business  of  the  taxpayers  of  the  city,  have 
become  impressed,  after  lookitg  itito  this 
matter,  that  if  there  11  a  street  in  Bos- 
ton where  horse-railroad  tracks  should  not 
go,  it  is  Court  street,  and  that  public  interest 
would  be  conserved  by  the  removal  of  the  tracks 
located  there.  Only  foui  cars  go  through  that 
street  each  hour,  and  I  say  it  is  unfair  to  make 
the  great  public  suffer  in  the  way  they  have,  in 
order  to  allow  a  track  to  leniain  there  to  be  used 
only  in  case  of  emergency.  If  somebody  were 
put  there  every  any  I  tuink  it  would  be  suscepti- 
ble of  proof  that  there  is  n't  a  day  but  an  accident 
of  some  kind  happens  in  that  street.  On 
the  day  of  the  last  meeting  I  saw  the 
wheel  of  an  elegant  carnage  taken  fiom 
under  it,  and  if  some  gentlemen  on  the 
street  had  not  had  courage  eiough  to  run  and 
catch  hold  of  the  team  there  is  no  unoving  what 
might  have  happened.  Every  (-poke  ot  the  wheel 
was  twisted  out  by  getting  against  that  track. 
The  street  is  so  narrow  that  it  io  impossible  to 
prevent  a  rut  being  worn  along  the  side  of  the 
track  on  account  of  the  settling  of  the  paving,  so 
that  every  time  a  team  crosses  it  must  oe  done  at 
right  angles.  I  believe  there  is  n't  a  day  but  some 
accident  happens  there.  The  request  to  allow  the 
rracks  to  le.'.iaiu  is  so  unreasonable  that  the 
railroad  company  have  n't  seen  fit  to 
come  here  and  urge  it.  The  President  of 
the  Metropolitan  Kail  road  came  here,  thinking 
he  had  an  agreement  about  the  permanent  track: 
but,  as  i  said  before,  it  was  requested  only  for 
temporary  purposes,  while  the  grade  of  Washing- 
ton street  and  Cornhill  was  being  altered.  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  road  asked  for  it  for  temporary 
purpose^,  and  said  that  as  soon  as  the  grading 
was  done  the  trackwould  be  removed;  the  present 
President  is  not  responsible  for  what  his 
predecessors  have  done,  he  knows  only 
by  the  record  that  they  had  a 
right  to  put  the  track  there;  as  1  remarked  at 
the  last  meeting,  if  companies  are  allowed  to 
avail  themselves  of  these  temporary  tracks  and 
make  them  permanent,  this  Board  cannot  do 
otherwise  in  the  future  than  to  treat  their  peti- 
tions for  a  temporarv  track  just  the  same  as  if 
th6y  are  for  permanent  locations.  In  relation  to 
the  express  wagons  standing  in  Court  s'reet,  they 
do  not  seem  to  inconvenience  anybody  in  the 
wide  part  of  the  street;  if  they  bad,  I 
presume  we  should  have  heard  some  com- 
plaint and  tne  grievance*  would  be  rem- 
ecied.  As  to  the  four  cars  an  boor  in  Court 
street,  I  presume  they  would  not  be  run  ezcept  to 
keep  up  an  appeaiance  while  this  matter  is  in  dis- 
cussion, and  to  make  a  showing  that  tbe  track  is 
used  at  all.  I  cannot  understand  whymembers  of 
this  Board  are  continually  criticising  the  Paving 
Committee  for  not  doing  something  to  r»medy 
these  blocks,  or  for  coming  in  here  by  piecemeal ; 
and  it  is  a  pretty  predicament  they  have  put  us  in. 
It  is  impossible  to  remedy  the  difficulty  except 
by  piecemeal,  It  is  n't  within  the  power  of  man 
to  bring  in  apian  here  that  will  please  everybody. 
Consequently,  the  Board  having  struck  out  one 
part  ot  the  plan,  v,e  have  got  io  gi  to  work  agaiu. 
It  seems  to  me  that  w«  could  not  take  one  step 
more  than  we  did  to  remedy  it;  and  yet  Aldermen 
criticise  us  about  a  comprehensive  plan  to  remedy 
the  evils  of  th«  blocks.  The  committee  have 
done  then  duty,  and  are  on  record.  It  matters 
not  what  you  do  with  the  order.  I  wanted  this 
matter  delayed  that  the  absent  member  might  de- 
fend himself,  and  I  was  sorry  the  Aldorman  from 
Ward  9  was  not  williug  to  extend  the  samn  cour- 
tesy to  the  absent  mem  oer  that  that  Alderman  ten- 
dered to  him,  and  by  which  we  got  defeated. 

Alderman  Prescott  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  rejected— yeas 
6,  nays  6. 

Yeas— Aklermin  Bigelow,  Burnige,  Clark, 
O'Brien,  Power,  Quiucy—  0. 

Navs— Aldermen  Harris,  Pope,  Pieseott,  Steb- 
bms,  Viles,  Worthingron— C, 
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CITY  REGISTRAR. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy,  the  Board  took 
fiom  tbe  table  tbe  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  tbe  Board  in  con-concurrence  substitut- 
ed tbe  majority  for  tbe  minority  report  o£  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  on  tbe  duties  of  the 
Board  of  Hsalth  and  City  Registrar. 

Alderman  Quincy — It  should  bd  remembered 
that  the  question  for  our  decision  is  not  the  com- 
petency of  the  present  in'umbent  of  the  office 
which  it  is  proposed  to  abolish,  nor  the  merits  of 
any  quarrel  or  misunderstanding  between  that 
official  and  any  otber  in  the  City  Hall,  but  simply 
whether  present  mischiefs  are  sucb  as  call  for  a 
radical  change  of  system  and  justify  us  in  asking 
the  Legislature  to  make  for  us  an  exception  from 
the  carefully  considered  general  laws  on  the  sub- 
ject of  public  recoids  which  aie  in  force  through- 
out the  State.  The  principal  paolic  record- 
ing officers  provided  for  by  tbe  General 
Statutes  are  the  registers  of  de:ds  and  of  probate 
in  the  several  counties  and  tbe  clerks  and  regis- 
trars of  the  cities  and  towns.  Tne  former  record 
deels  and  wills,  the  latter  births,  deaths  and  mar- 
riages. They  all  report  to  tbe  Secretary  of  State, 
are  liable  to  heavy  penalties  for  neglect  or  mis- 
feasance, acd  keep  offices  for  the  use  of  tbe  pub- 
lic. A  certified  tran-cript  fiom  their  records  ia 
prima  facie  evidence  in  all  courts  of  l«w.  Now, 
the  knowledge  of  certain  tscts  which,  among 
others,  the  law  r<  quires  to  be  report!  d  to  the  lat- 
ter class  of  officers,  is  veiy  es.-eitial  to  the  body 
charged  withtbe  sanitary  interests  of  our  city,  that 
they  may  obtain  therefrom  reliable  statistics  con- 
cerning death  aod  disea  e.  Now  shall  we,  in  order 
to  insure  the  obtaining  of  such  knowledge  by  the 
boaid  in  question,  ask  the  Legislature  to  transfer 
to  them  all  the  duties  and  responsibilities  con- 
nected with  this  public  office  of  record  under  the 
general  laws?  The  law  throughout  tbe  State  pro- 
vides for  an  officer  "chosen  for  that  purpose."  We 
ask  that  an  exception  be  madefoi  Boston,  and  tbe 
duties  transferred  to  a  board  appointed  for  an- 
other purpose.  Will  not  the  Legislature  reply, 
"What  mischief  is  there  whicu  can  only  be  reme- 
died by  such  a  depaiuire  from  uniformity  of  sys- 
tem ?"  The  only  answer,  as  it  seems  to  me,  will  be 
this :  Our  Boai  d  of  Health  require  from  physicians 
and  undertakers  a  certificate  of  the  same  facts 
which  the  lawiequires  them  to  again  certify  to 
the  public  recording  officer.  This  is  a  haroship  on 
them  and  the  city  pays  for  two  records  of  tbe 
same  facts.  Moreover  (to  use  the  argument  so 
forcibly  presented  in  the  leport),  if  you  should 
transfer  first  oue  third  and  then  another  third  o£ 
the  Registrar's  cuties  to  the  Board  of  Health, 
arithmetic  tells  us  he  would  have  but  one-third 
left,  and  the  city  ought  not  to  be  expected  to  run 
an  expensive  office  for  so  little  as  that.  Whether 
such  arguments  would  ha^e  the  desired  weight 
wim  the  average  legislator  of  our  State, 
I  thick  well  enough  of  his  intelligence  to  serious- 
ly doubt.  It  certainly  seems  to  me  that  were  I  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Health  and  uninfluenced 
by  any  feelings  excited  by  controversy  or  quarrel, 
I  should  strongly  protest  against  the  proposed 
transfer.  Being  satisfied,  as  I  understand  they 
are,  with  the  statistics  which  they  have  found  a 
means  of  obtaining  directly  without  the  assist- 
ance of  the  Registrar,  I  for  one  should  claim  that 
I  drew  my  salary  to  attend  to  the  sanitary  inter- 
ests of  the  city,  and  not  to  run  a  recording 
office,  under  the  Secretary  of  State,  for  tbe 
use  of  the  public  in  general,  and  the 
lawyers  m  particular,  whenever  they  desired 
to  prove  a  birth,  death  or  marriage  m  court.  "If 
we  aie  to  assume,"  I  should  say,  "all  the  duties 
incident  to  these  lecords,  furnish  transcripts  to 
the  lawyers  and  certificates  to  all  persons  con- 
templating matrimony,  make  our  reports  to  re- 
ceive the  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth,  subjecting  ourselves  to  heavy 
statute  penalties  for  neglect,  then  I  should  claim 
that  we  were  entitled  to  a  much  higher  compensa- 
tion than  we  now  receive." 

And  this  is  just  what  it  would  end  in. 
The  Board  of  Health  have  enough  to  do 
now  to  attend  to  their  own  business,  and  they 
would  simply  appoint  a  superintendent  to  take  all 
the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  the  legal  records 
off  their  shoulders;  and  to  obtain  a  competent 
person  for  such  position,  as  high  a  salary  would 
he  necessary  as  that  which  we  now  pay  to  the  City 
Registrar,  and  tbe  same  clerical  force  would  be 
necessary  to  do  the  same  work.  We  have 
concurred  with  the  other  branch  in  the 
appointment  of  a  joint  committee  on  the  Regis- 
trar's Department;  we  have  instructed  that  com- 


mittee to  make  a  thorough  in  .  estlgatiou  Uto  tne 
working  of  that  department,  and  it  we  now  refuse 
to  reconsider,  and  insist  on  the  adoption  of  the 
majority  ieport,  we  in  effect  prejudge  the  case, 
and  without,  waiting  for  tbe  report  which  we  have 
ordered,  decide  in  advance  that  tbe  office  should 
be  abolished.  If  we  meant  anytning  by  our  con- 
currence in  the  action  of  the  Council,  it  was  that 
an  investigation  was  desirable  in  oroer  to  decide 
this  very  question.  We  can  hardly  refuse  now  to 
await  the  result  of  tbe  inquiries  which  we  have 
ordered. 

And  I  have  perfect  confidence  that  the  gentle- 
men whom  our  Chair  nan  has  joined  to  that  com- 
mittee on  the  part  ot  this  Boaro  will  make  just  as 
impartial  an  investigation  into  the  workings  of 
the  office  as  if  they  had  not  both  already  voted 
for  its  abolition.  It  reconsideration  prevails,  I 
shall  move  an  indefinite  postponement  of  both 
reports.  If  it  does  not  .-re vail,  I  think  the  com- 
mittee should  be  relieved  from  the  useless  labor 
of  investigating  a  prejudged  case. 

Alderman  O'Brien— The  Registrar's  Department 
has  quietly  pursued  its  work  as  a  distinct  and  in- 
dependant  department  of  the  City  Government 
tor  upwards  of  twenty-ooe  ve^trs,  living  in  peace 
and  harmony  with  every  other  depart  ment  until 
the  Board  of  Health  was  organized.  It  is  the  only 
complete  department  of  the  kind  ra  the  country, 
and  its  record  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths 
has  not  only  been  useful  for  legal  refeterice,  but 
is  an  indication  of  our  progress.  There  appears 
to  me  no  necessity  for  it  to  become  connected  with 
or  absorbed  by  any  other  board,  Decause  its  rec- 
ords are  open  to  aU  wbo  take  an  interest  in  such 
statistics,  or  who  are  disposed  to  make  them  a 
study.  It  devotes  itself  exclusively  to  the  com- 
pilation of  statistics  thai  hold  an  important  rela- 
tion to  each  other— marriages,  birtbs,  deaths.  It 
is  on  the  same  principle  as  an  auditor's  depart- 
ment, an  assessors' department,  a  treasurer's  de- 
partment, a  collector's  department,  and  the  same 
reasons  that  have  forced  the  necessity  of  these 
departments  upon  us  will  hold  good  i a  keeping 
our  Registrar's  Department  distinct  and  separate 
as  it  is  at  present.  It  is  only  a  few  weeks  ago 
when,  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  this  City  Council, 
we  made  t^o  departments  out  of  one,  that  hold 
even  a  more  close  relation  to  each  otber  than  the 
Registrar's  Department  and  the  Board  of  Health. 
I  refer  to  the  Treasury  and  the  Collector's  depart- 
ments, and  I  hope  we  will  be  consistent,  and  not 
allow  any  pressure  from  the  Board  of  Health  to 
lead  us  to  act  in  relation  to  the  Registrar's  De- 
partment quite  tb?  reverse  ot  what  was  admitted  to 
be  wise  policy  in  relation  to  the  Treasurer's  Depart- 
ment. The  statutes  and  ordinances  provide  that  in 
the  month  of  February  we  shaU  elect  a  Registrar  of 
Births,  Marriages  ana  Deaths,  by  concurrent  vote 
of  both  branches  of  the  City  Council,  and  that 
duty  has  been  performed  every  year  since  the 
Registrar's  Depaitaaent  was  organized.  The  new 
Board  of  Health,  however,  by  a  liberal  construc- 
tion of  the  ordinance  regulating  that  department, 
feel  thai  they  have  also  something  to  say  about 
this  Registiar's  Department,  as  the  following  cor- 
respondence shows : 

[copy.] 
Office  of  the  Board  of  Health,  ) 
Boston,  March  16, 1874.    } 

iV.  A.  Apollonio,  Esq.:  Dear  Sir— I  am  directed 
by  the  Board  of  Health  to  inform  you  that  you 
have  this  day  been  appointed  to  tbe  office  of  Reg- 
istrar of  Deaths  and  Burials,  an  office  created  by 
this  board,  to  hold  office  until  the  first  Monday  in 
May,  1874. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  E.  Davis,  Jr.,  Clerk. 
_  On  May  12, 1874,  Mi-.  Apollonio  received  the  fol- 
lowing: 

[COPY.] 

Office  of  the  Board  of  Health,  \ 
Boston,  May  12, 1874.     j 
Mr.  iV.  A.  Apollonio :    Dear  Sir—  I  am  directed 
by  the  Board  of   Health   to  notify  you  that  you 
have  been    appointed   Registrar   of    Deaths  and 
Burials  for  one  year  from  tbe  4th  iust.    Respect- 
fully, C.  E.  Davis,  Jr.,  Clerk. 
And  again— 

[COPY.] 

Office  of  the  Board  of  Health,  ) 
Boston,  May  4, 1875.  j 
Mr.  iV.  A.  Apollonio,  Register  of  Deaths  and 
Burials:  Dear  Sir— I  am  directed  oy  the  Board  of 
Health  to  inform  you  that  the  office  of  "Registrar 
of  Deaths  and  Burials"  will  be  abolished  after 
this  date,  the  same  having  been  approved  by  the 
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Mayor.  You  are,  tbeietore,  notified  that  all  per- 
mits for  biuials  after  today  will  be  issued  from 
this  office  only.  Respectfully, 

C.  E.  Davis,  Jr., 
Clerk. 
It  will  be  seen  tiiat  the  Boaid  of  Health  assume 
to  have  tbe  power  to  make  aud  unmake  Registi  ars, 
and  from  the  commencement  of  this  correspond- 
ence dates  the   misiu.derstandmg  between    the 
Registrars  Department  audfcthe  Boara  of  Health. 
After  tbe  Registrar  was  appointed  and  elected  by 
a  concurrent  vote  of  the  Oiiy  Council,  to  receive 
also  a  notice  from  the  Board  of  Health  that  he 
was  appointed  to  the  office  of  Regist'  ar  of  Deaths, 
an  office  created  bv  them,  must  Have  been  very 
embarrassing  and  perplexing  to  ou-  Registiar, 
ana  left  Mm  in    doubt  under  which  master  he 
should  serve;  buc  like  a  good  aud  faithful  officer, 
he     oid    his     best    to    serve     them    both,    but 
still  tbe    Boam   of    Health    were   not  satisfied. 
The  more  this  question  is  discussed  tbe  moie  I  am 
convinced  that  the  Board  of  Health  i-hould  never 
have  been  created.    All  facts  show  that  the  work 
they  now  perform  was  faithfully  attended  to  hy 
otner  departments  of   the  ^ity  Government.    It 
makes  do  difference  by  what  name  you  call  them, 
a  Health  Department  or  a  Board  of   Health.     The 
work  was  cone  and  well  done  before  the  Board  ot 
Health  had  an  existence.    Oui  Registrar  of  Deaths 
is,  U  eref  ore,  only  a  Registrar,  when  the  Board  of 
Health  wills  it,  because  it  is  claimed  by  them  that 
they  must  have  the  record  or    deaths  and    the 
causes  of   death  to  make  that  department  com- 
plete.   But  why  should  they  cot  obtain  them  from 
the  Registrar's  Department,  precisely  in  the  same 
way  as  we  obtain  information  from  the  Auditor  s 
Department  about   expenditures  the  Sewer  De- 
partment about  sewers,  the  Assessors' Department 
about  assessments,  and  so  on  through  the  list.    If 
there  returns  were  not  correct  from   rb#ir  stand- 
point, it  was  their  duty  to  make  that  fact  known 
to  us,  because  we  have  believed  that  we  nave  not 
only    elected    a    competent     man     to    fill    the 
posVtioa     of     Registrar,     but       that     the     de- 
partment   itself    is    coniol'-U,     and     )J     errors 
have    occurred,  it    is    ttie    tault    ofathe    com- 
piler   wnd    not    of    the    department.      But    af- 
ter   the   Board    of   Health   have    obtained    this 
record  of  death  and    disease,  what  advantage   or 
benefit  will  it  be  to  our  citizens  or  what  new  light 
will  tbe  board  give  us   m    relation  to  the  cause  o> 
prevention    ot   disease?     This   controversy   has 
opened  this  whole  mattei  to  criticism,  and  I  intend 
to  say  what  1  honestly  think  about  it.    The  vital 
statistics   of   our  Registrar's    Department   have 
beeu  favorably  commented  upon  by  all  the  meoi- 
cal  journals  in  the  couutiy;  have  been  discussed 
in  all  our  mtoical  societies;  have  been  tue  study 
for  years  of  all  our  distinguished  physicians— and 
Boston     can     boast      of     many      distinguished 
names      that      nave      made  "  their     mark      in 
this    profession.       "Will    the    Board    of    Health 
be      able      to      give       us       more      information 
on  this  subject  thau  c-.u  be  obtained  from  these 
sources?    Of    what   material    is    our    .Board    of 
Health  composed  ?  Can  a  lawyer  who  has  devoted 
his  life  to  the  studying  of  Uws   and   stands    de- 
servedly high  in  that  profession— a  mejcbant  who 
has  made  trade  a ud  commerce  a  study— a  physi- 
cian who  has  vet  to  make  his  mark  aud   uecome 
distinguished— give  us  more  light  on  tbe  causes  of 
dise  se    than    the   distinguished  physicians  who 
have  lived  m  the  past,  or  who  are   now  among 
us?     Will     they     be     able    to     give    us    more 
information    than    a    Dr.     Jackson,     or     Bow- 
ditch,  a  Bigelow,  or  a   Storer,   gentlemen   who 
have  made  these  vital  statistics  a  study  aU  their 
lives  ana  who  have  stood  aud  still  staad   at  tae 
head  of  the  mecical  profession  in  the  country? 
When  typhoid  fever  prevails  will  the  repotts  of  the 
Board  of'  Health  enlighten  us  more  on  the  sub- 
ject of  fevers  and  the  cause  of  such  fevers  than 
our    intelligent     family   physicians,   who     have 
vi-ited  the  locality  of  these  fevers  long  before  the 
deatus  resulticg  from  them   are  reported   to  the 
board  ?  I  refer  to  tvphoid  fever  because  the  Board 
of  Health  use  it  as  an  argument  in  their  favor. 
One  of  the  most  remarkable  things  in  this  cont  o- 
versy  is  the  assumption  of  this   Board  of   Health, 
but  it  is  not  the  tault  of  the  gentlemen  of  the 
board  so  much  as  it  is  the  fault  of  this  City  Coun- 
cil who  have  conferred  such  powers  upon  tbem. 
They  have  done  some  good  work,  for  which  we 
ought  to  be  thankful.    Small  Gothic  houses  have 
been  erected  iu  different  parts  of  the  city  for  the 
convenience   of    our   citizens.      This    has    been 
a  good  work.    The  only  trouble  about  them  is 
that  when  strangers  ask   us   for  what   purpose 


they  were  erected,— and  this  question  has  been 
often  asked. -it  is  sometimes  rather  embarrasriug 
to  answer.    They  have  overhauled  oui  fish  carts, 
and  have  forced  our  fisheraien  to  keep  them  clean. 
This  is  also  agood  wot  U,  too,  for  which  »e ought  to 
be  thankful.     Beyond  this  I  can  oardly  seo  what 
they  have  accomplished,  outside  of -what  has  been 
accomplished  by  other  departments  in  years  past, 
and  I  must  coLfess  that  when  they  tuih  their  at- 
tention to  vital  statistics  andattexpt  to  enlighten 
us  on  the  nature  and  cause  ot  disease,  trona  the 
returns  of  deaths,  I  am    afraid   they  are  getting 
beyond  their  depth,  aud  I .  onot  teel  that  it  is  right 
to  urge  or  encourage  them  to  take  such  a  position. 
Tbe  fact  is  that  in  this  Board  ot  Health  we  have 
created  a  board  vith  almost  unlimited  powers,  and 
this  leads  th^rn  to  supervise  not  only  the  Regis- 
trar's Department,  but  other  departments  of  the 
City  Govtrnmeut.    Some  time  ago  t bey  proposed 
to  enlighten  us  on  the  subject  of  sewers  and  our 
system  of  sewerage,  but  I  am  not  aware  that  that 
document  has  yet  bee  a  produced.    They  maintain 
a  smallpox  hosoital  at  the  Highlands,  against  the 
wishes  ot  every  r>ne  in  that  locality— against  the 
pledged  word  ot    this  City  Council  that  it  would 
be   removed  as  soon   as  smallpox  disappeared — 
some  Aldei  men  going  so  fa   as  to  say  that  a  bonfire 
should  be  made  of  the  building,  and  eve  y  vestige 
of  it  destroyed.    Theybelt-ve  they  c^n "  do  w  hat 
they  ples.se  ano'  bow  they  please.    Look  at  their 
answer  to  the  chairman  of  the  Health  Committee. 
When  he  askeJ  them  for  an  explanation  of  tbe 
appropriation  required  for  their  depaument,  as 
he  had  a  perfect  right  to  do,  he  was  told  it  was 
none  of  his  business.  I  hope  he  will  correct  me  if  I 
state  the  case  too  strongly.  Tbfc  Registrar's  Depart- 
ment, on  the  other  hand,  is  a  department  entirely 
imlepenaeut  and  completein  itself.    For  years  it 
has  quietly  pursued  its  work  acd  interfered  with 
no  other  department  of  the  City  Government.    If 
mistakes  have  sometimes  been  tur.de  in  the  state- 
ments issued  from  that  department,  (a,no   who  is 
not  liable  to  mistakes?)  it  is  the  fault  of  the  men 
who  do  the  work  of  compilation,  and  r.ot  the  fault 
of  the  department.    It  is  now  an^  has  been  the 
most   compl-te  department   of   the  kind  in  the 
country ;  a'.:d  if  tbe  minority  report  prevails,  now 
that   a    committee    of    the     City    Council     has 
been  appointed  to  look  after  its  waifs,  it  will   oe 
able  to  put  sue  its  work  more  faithfully  tha^  ever. 
Alderman  Harris — Ivtouidlike  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman why  the  whole  matter  canaot  remain  as  it 
is  now,  and  why  any  necessity  exists  for  action  at 
the  pres°nt  time. 

Alderman  Quincy — So  long  as  it  remains  as  it  is 
there  is  ou  record  a  vote  of  this  Boara  that  the 
office  of  City  Registrar  ought  to  ba  abolished. 
An  indefinite  postponement  of  the  whole  matter 
will  place  it  as  though  no  such  decision  had  been 
made.  I  want  to  get  it  out  of  the  way  to  enable 
the  committ:e  to  act  perfectly  free. 

Aide' man  Prescott— It  seems  to  me  that  the 
best  disposition  of  the  subject  is  to  leti  t  remain 
upon  the  tao'e,  where  it  has  been  tor  weeks.  I 
little  expected  that  at  this  meeting  thi"  mat- 
ter wouln  be  brought  up,  and  that  the  Board  of 
Health  would  receive  the  arraignment  that  it  has 
had  this  afternoon.  I  do  not  intend  to  take  up 
time  in  defeuding  (he  Board  of  Health  I  hare 
spoken  of  it  in  th  '  past,  and  I  don't  think  it  nec- 
essary to  speak  of  it  again.  I  believe  the 
remarks  of  the  Alderman  fiom  Ward  15 
contain  several  very  gros.;  misstatements, 
and  I  think  I  coulo  correct  some  of  them 
myself.  But  I  should  as  soon  think  of  standing 
here  and  speaking  of  the  necessrty  for  afire  de- 
partment, a  sewer  cepartment,  a  lamp-lighting 
-«nd  paving  department,  as  I  should  of  speaking 
ot  i  he  necessity  of  a  board  of  health;  and  I 
should  as  scon  thir.k  of  abolishing  the  Fire,  Lamp 
or  Paving  departments  as  I  should  of  abolishing 
the  Board  of  Health  of  the  city  or  Boston. 
But  I  don't  '.tesire  to  go  into  that  ques- 
tion. There  is  another  side  ot  this  subject 
which  could  be  presented,  but  it  seems 
to  me  that  it  ought  not  to  be  dragged  in.  A  com- 
mittee has  beer.J  appointed  upon  the  City  Regis- 
trars Depaitinent,  and  I  have  tbe  honor  to  be  a 
member  of  it.  They  have  had  one  meeting,  and  I 
think  they  intend  to  go  into  investigation  of  this 
whole  matter  very  thoroughly  and  fairly,  aud 
that  without  any  feeling  or  bias  in  favor  of  or 
against  the  City  Registrar  or  Board  of  Health. 
Iuasmuch  as  the  other  branch  have  taken  one 
view,  and  tnis  Board  nave  taken  an  entirely  dil- 
fe:ent  view,  it  seems  to  me  eminently  proper  that 
the  whole  matter  should  lie  upon  the  table  until 
this  report  is    made  to  the   City   Council,  and  we 
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can  then  take  such  Ection  as  we  think  fit.  I  can 
see  no  necessity  for  action  now,  ana  were  it  not 
for  cutting  off  debate,  I  suoulcl  move  that  the 
subject  lie  upon  the  table. 

Alderman  O'Brien — There  are  two  Sides  to  this 
question.  I  admit  that  as  well  as  the  Alderman 
does ;  but  I  also  contend  that  there  has  been  only 
one  side  of  tbis  question  presented,  and  that  tbe 
Board  of  Healthhave  taken  every  occasioa  to  at- 
tack the  City  Regisrrar.  If  tbe  Alderman  had 
been  at  the  meeting  of  tbe  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, he  would  have  yarned  sorne  information 
upon  tnat  subject,  j.  say  the  City  Registrar's  side 
has  never  been  presented,  and  I  intend  re  present 
it  as  well  as  Lean.  As  for  the  gross  misstatements, 
I  should  like  to  have  the  Alderman  poiat  them 
out. 

Alderman  Qurocy—  My  only  objection  to  action 
is  the  inconsistency  in  having  a  decision  of  the 
Board  on  record  that  ths.t  department  or  office 
should  be  abolished,  and  at  the  same  tioi9  in- 
structing the  committee  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency ot  abolishing  it.  So  long  as  that  vote 
stands  I  think  ih&  eoinmitcee  .-hould  be  relieved 
from  considering  th^t  quesfioa.  Let  us 
have  this  reconsideration  and  then  tne  way 
will  be  peifectly  clear  for  the  commit- 
tee to  make  an  impartial  investigation 
Tbe  ground  ot  my  objections  is  entirely  dif- 
ferent from  chat  of  the  Alderman  from  Ward 
14,  and  I  regret  that  a  perso-al  controversy  has 
been  b'-ought  into  the  question.  Whether  the 
prsseut  lccumbeut  is  competent  or  not  has  noth- 
ing to  co  with  the  question  whether  the  duties  of 
this  office  should  be  transferred  to  another  de- 
partment. 

Aloerman  Burrage— I  agiee  with  the  Aldermau 
last  up.  I  believe  the  Board  of  Health  does  great 
service  and  is  indispensable,  and  th  *t  it  will  pe  a 
long  while  before  the  citizens  will  consent  to  do 
without  it.  I  favor  th?  minority  report  because 
it  seems  to  me  that  the  Registrar  should  he  a  sep- 
arate ai.d  distinct  department,  because  his  work 
caunot  well  he  done  by  a  boara.  He  is  a  collector 
of  vital  sratistics,  and  something  more;  he  re- 
cords legal  evidence  of  births  and  marriages,  the 
correctness  of  which  involves  a  large  amount  of 
property  and  the  legitimacy  of  all  tbe  chil- 
dren of  "the  city.  I  don't  see  any  oojectio  a  to  let- 
ting the  matter  li-  on  i ne  table.  G-entlemeo  will 
recollect  thit  this  inajoiity  report  has  not  betn 
adopted  by  the  Coinmou  Council,  but  by  this 
Board  ouiy. 

Alderman  Power— If  I  recollect  rightly,  I  voted 
with  the  majority  upon  this  question, hut  I  should 
vote  with  the  minority  for  the  purposes  of  recon- 
sideration. I  don't  see  the  use  of  putting 
the  city  to  the  expease  of  printing  tbis  docu- 
ment upon  the  orders  every  week.  .all  the 
importance  attached  to  it  is  the  cost  of  priutmg  it 
every  week.  I  think  the  Alderman  on  my  left  is 
right.  A  committee  has  been  appointed  to  inves- 
tigate this  matter,  aud  the  Board  will  have  an  op- 
portunity to  pa.-s  upon  it.  For  that  reason  I  shall 
vote  for  a  reconsideration. 

Aloerman  Harris— I  am  somewhat  surprised 
that  my  friend  from  Ward  12  should  demur  at  the 
expense  of  printing  this  matter.  I  think  he  kept 
one  thing — tue  stable  matter— on  the  orders  all 
last  year.  Why  I  shall  vote  against  this  recom- 
mendation is,  that  we  have  a  commictee  appoint- 
ed, and  when  they  report  will  be  time  enough  for 
us  to  recocsider,  if  we  deem  such  action  expe- 
dient. Meantime,  it  seems  proper  that  the  whole 
matter  should  lie  upon  the  table. 

Alderman  Prescott.  moved  that  the  subject  lie 
upon  the  table.    Lost — yea*  5,  nays  7. 

Yea-- — Aldermen  Clark,  Harris,  Pope,  Prescott, 
Worthington— 5. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Burrage,  O'Brien, 
Power,  Quincy,  Stebbins,  Viles— 7. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost — y^as  6, 
nays  6. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Burrage,  O'BrieD,  Power, 
Quincy,  Stebbins,  Vilea— 6. 

Nays— Aloermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Harris,  Pope, 
Prescott,  Worthington — 6. 

Sent  down. 

GRAMMAR   AUD    PKIMAKY    SCHOOL    IN   THE  FLOR- 
ENCE DISTRICT. 

Alderman  Prescott  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  onie- 
quest  of  School  Committee  for  the  purchase  of  a 
site  for  a  grammar  and  p'imary  schoolhouse  in 
the  Florence  School  District,  recommending  the 
passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  tbe  Committee  on  Public  In- 
struction be  authorized  to  purchase,  as  a  site  for 


a  grammar  and  primary  schoolhouse,  a  lot  of  land 
owned  by  Horace  L.  Lmdall,  situated  on  Ashland 
street,  -near  W3shington  street,  West  Roxbury, 
containing  30,000  square  feet,  more  or  less;  the 
expense,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  96000,  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  Purchaae 
of  a  Lot  of  Land  in  tbe  Florence  School  Dis- 
trict. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

KINDERGARTEN  SCHOOLS. 

Alderman  Prescott  offered  ihe  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Iastruc- 
tion  consider  the  expediency  of  providing  accom- 
modatio-jS  for  the  kindergarten  schools  recently 
establi  hed  by  vote  of  the  School  Committee. 
Passed.    Sent  down. 

SOUTH  BOSTON  HORSE  CARS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Powei ,  tbe  order  to  pre- 
scribe the  mole  of  runang  the  South  Boston 
horse  cars,  ano  the  report  in  relation  to  a  curve 
track  at  the  corner  of  Washington  and  Milk 
streets,  were  takeu  from  the  table  and  indefinitely 
postponed. 

THOMPSON  SQUARE. 

Alderman  Harris— I  do  not  propose  to  offer  the 
motion  printed  in  the  orders  ot  the  day,  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  whereby  i be  name  of  the  area  at 
the  corner  of  Main  ami  Warren  streets  was  called 
Thompson  square,  for  the  reason  that  my  friend, 
Hon.  Richard  Frotbiughatn,  our  learned  aud  dis- 
tinguished fellow  citizen,  whom  we  all  respect 
and  esteem.  Las  made  a  personal  request  tnat  the 
name  uo?v  ordered  be  adhered  to;  and  1  shall  ac- 
quiesce in  his  wish. 

LICENSE    COMMISSIONERS. 

Oi  motiou  of  Alderman  Quiucy  the  Board  took 
from  the  table  the  order  for  tbe  License  Commis- 
sioners to  re  ort  to  the  City  Council  the  Lams s 
aud  places  ot  business  of  all  persons  who  have  ap- 
plied to  them  for  licenses;  also  the  names  and 
places  of  business  of  all  persons  to  whom  licenses 
have  been  granted,  together  with  the  classes  of 
such  licenses;  and  that  similar  reports  be  here- 
after made  monthly. 

Alderman  Quincy— That  order  was  put  unon  tne 
table  that  gentlemen  might  have  an  opportunity 
to  examine  into  the  matter,  which  I  presume  has 
bee  a  done.  It  does  not  seem  to  me  that  the  order 
amouuts  to  anything.  We  really  nave  no  authori- 
ty over  the  Lieeose  Commissioners.  They  aia 
empowered  to  exercise  the  duties  imposed  b\  the 
act  on  the  Mayor  and  Alnermen,  and  if  we  desire 
information  v/e  can  only  request  it.  As  I  under- 
stand the  spirit  of  the  order  offered  in  the  other 
branch,  it  was  thought  we  had  some  authority 
over  them,  and  could  in  someway  revise  then- 
proceedings.  Such  a  position  seems  to  be  uuwise, 
aud  I  move  ths  indefinite  postponement  of  the 
order. 

Alderman  Prescott— When  this  order  came  from 
tbe  Common  Council  it  seemed  to  me  to  be  a 
proper  one  to  pass.  The  information  desired  may 
be  valuable  to  members  of  the  City  Council ;  and 
tor  one  T  should  like  to  have  access  to  tbe  licenses 
which  they  have  granted,  and  know  of  some  of 
the  applications  which  have  been  made.  I  am  in 
favor  of  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Aldeiman  Power — I  moved  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  this  order  when  it  came  from  the 
other  bianch,  because  we  have  just  as  much  au- 
thority to  order  the  Governor  and  Council  to  re- 
port the  namb^r  of  pardons  granted  during  the 
past  year.  Therefore,  I  don't  want  to  put  our- 
selves m  the  foolish  position  of  ordering  a  boatd 
over  which  we  have  no  control. 

Alderman  Burrage — Cannot  all  the  information 
asked  for  be  obtained  from  the  City  Clerk? 

Alderman  Prescott — It  seems  to  j>e  that  the  re- 
in aiks  of  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12  are  not  a 
parallel  case  at  all.  The  Governor  and  Council 
are  not  creatures  of  the  city  of  Bostou,  but  these 
commissioners  are.  Th'  Alderman  is  tbe  last 
man  who  should  oppose  an  order  for  in- 
formation. He  has  opposed  commission?  be- 
cause they  are  entirely  independent;  but  now 
he  opposes  an  order  asking  for  information 
from  a  commission.  That  do? s  n't  hardly  seem  to 
be  consistent.  I  doo't  desire  to  express  any  feeling 
against  the  commissioners ;  but  it  seems  prooer 
that  the  City  Council  should  be  furnished  with 
information  iu  regard  to  their  doings.  I  trust  the 
order  will  pass,  for  I  have  no'  doubt  that 
if  Jtne  information  is  received  it  will  be  of 
some  service  to  members  of  the  City  CoudcH. 
Perhaps  they  could  aid  the  License  Commission- 
ers in  the  proper  enforcement  ot   the  law.    It 
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might  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  members  of 
the  City  Council  that  parties  are  openly  violating 
the  law  and  selling  without  a  license.  I  see  no 
possible  objection  to  any  board  or  department 
being  asked  for  information. 

Alderman  Power— This  is  one  of  those  things 
that  in  my  opposition  to  commissions  I  have 
warned  this  Government  against.  This  is  a  body 
of  your  own  creation,  so  to  speak,  and  you  have 
no  control  over  them.  This  is  one  of  the  beauties 
of  tue  commission  system,  and  as  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  9  favored  it,  I  don't  see  but  that  he 
should  put  up  with  it  with  the  best  possible  grace 
of  any  one  here.  If  the  City  Clerk  was  directed 
to  communicate  with  the  commissioners  and  re- 
quest them  to  send  this  information,  you  might  get 
something;  but  this  is  an  order  for  the  commis- 
sioners to  report.  I  should  like  to  have  the  infor- 
mation, but  I  don't  want  ro  be  told,  as  the  AJder- 
man  from  Ward  15  states  the  Board  of  Health  re- 
plied to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Health, 
that  it  was  none  of  hi?  business.  I  don't  want  to 
be  treated  in  that  way,  and  I  think  the  passajre  of 
the  order  will  be  child's  play. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  happened  to  be  present 
at  the  debatet  n  the  other  branch  when  this  order 
was  offered,  and  it  seemed  to  be  not  a  desire  to 
obtain  information,  but  as  a  kind  of  thteat  to 
the  commissioners  that  If  they  kept  on  as  they 
had  been  doing  they  would  be'  brougnt  up  with  a 
round  turn.  If  that  is  the  view  taken,  it  is  cer- 
tainly untenable,  for  the  act  reads — 

"Section  5.  The  mayor  and  aldermen  of  any 
city,  and  the  selectmen  of  any  town,  may  ai  any 
time  refuse  to  issue  a  license  to  any  person  whom 
they  deem  unfit  to  receive  the  same.  But  noth- 
ing id  this  act  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  compel 
said  mayor  and  aldermen  or  selectmen  to  grant 
licenses." 

And  ihen — 

"Section  20.  The  powers  and  duties  given  to 
and  (imposed  upon  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of 
cities,  by  this  act,  mav  be  exercised  in  any  city 
by  a  Board  of  License  Commissioners,  if  the  City 
Council  of  such  city  shall  so  determine;  ana  such 
board  shall  consist- of  thiee  inhabitants  of  said 
city,  to  be  appointed  by  the  mayor  and  confirmed 
by  the  City  Council  thereof,  and  shall  bold  office 
until  the  first  day  of  May  next  alter  their  ap- 
pointment^ or  until  their  successors  are  appoint- 
ed and  confirmed,  and  shall  receive  such  compen- 
sation as  the  City  Council  shall  determine." 

That  simply  substitutes  "Board  of  License  Com- 
missioners" for  the  words  "mayor  and  aldermen," 
where  they  occur  in  the  act;  and  we  have  estab- 
lished the  License  Commissioners.  If  they  should 
get  the  idea  that  it  was  asked  not  merely  for  in- 
formation, but  was  intended  to  look  after  them  a 
little,  it  is  possible  they  might  be  tempted  to  make 
the  humiliating  reply  that  it  is  none  of  oar  busi- 
ness. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  would  call  attention  to 
the  oraer  that  the  commissioners  "be  requested." 
Simply  because  we  have  delegated  our  powers  to 
the  commissioiiers  is  no  reason  why  we  should  not 
have  reports  from  them.  We  established  the 
Board  of  Health  and  Fire  Commissioners ;  and 
will  any  one  say  we  cannot  ask  for  information 
from  them?  I  should  hardly  dare  to  advocate 
such  a  point  as  that.  I  believe  that  if  the 
commissioners  had  sent  monthly  reports  of 
their  doings  to  the  City  Council,  it  would  not  have 
taken  so  long  a  time  to  show  that  something  was 

foing  wrong  in  their  office.  Possibly  they  might 
ave  received  more  information,  if  they  had  pub- 
lished the  names  of  the  disreputable  parties  to 
whom  they  granted  licenses.  For  that  reason 
these  reports  may  be  of  use  both  to  the  members 
of  the  City  Council  and  to  the  commissioners,  in 
their  enf  oi cement  of  toe  law.  I  am  surprised 
that  there  should  be  any  opposition  to  a  simple 


order  asking  for  information  from  any   depart- 
ment of  the  City  Government. 

Alderman  Quincy— The  difference  seems  to  be 
this :  We  created  the  Fire  Commissioners  and  pre- 
scribed their  duties,  and  we  can  abolish  them. 
But  here  is  a  board  so  constituted  by  statute  that 
they  shall  stand  in  the  place  of  the  Mayor  and 
Aldermen  and  do  everything  which  the  Mayor 
and  Aldermen  are  empowered  to  do  under  that 
statute.  Therefore,  whatever  is  asked  of  that 
board  is  grauted  as  a  matter  of  courtesy  entirely. 

Alderman  O'Brien — There  was  a  case  in  point 
some  time  ago.  A  committee  of  this  Council  was 
appointed  to  obtain  certain  information  from  the 
Board  of  Directors  tor  Public  Institutions,  but 
they  gave  us  to  understand  that  it  was  uon&  of 
our  business.  I  have  no  doubt  the  Li- 
cense Commissioners  would  do  the  same 
thing.  The  boards  we  create  by  ordinance 
we  can  blot  out;  but  the  License  Commissioners, 
acting  under  a  statute  law,  cannot  be  controlled. 
But,  after  all,  of  what  benefit  would  the  informa- 
tion be  to  us?  We  all  know  that  the  license  law  is 
a  sham, and  that  two-thirds  of  the  licenses  are  ob- 
tained through  hypocrisy  and  creating  a  false 
impression.  We  have  more  innholders  and.  victual- 
lers than  any  city  in  the  country,  and  I  don't 
kDow  that  we  should  be  benefited  by  obtaining 
any  more  information. 

Alderman  Power— The  remark  of  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  9,  that  I  should  be  the  last  to  oppose 
investigation,  from  the  manner  in  v/hich  it  was 
made,  implies  more  than  members  of  this  Board 
understand  by  it.  But  that  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  merits  of  this  case.  I  desire  all  the  in- 
formal ion  1  can  get  in  that  quarter,  but  I  oppose 
this  order  because  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
commissioners,  and  it  serms  folly  to  pass  it. 

Alderman  Prescott— 1  desire  an  explanation  of 
the  remark  of  theAloerman  from  Ward  12,  that 
my  remark  meant  more  than  others  might  un-ler- 
stan  i. 

Alderman  Power — I  replv,  Yankee  fashion,  by 
asking  another  question— What  he  means  by  say- 
ing I  should  be  the  last  to  oppose  the  passage  of 
this  order. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  meant  that  because  the 
gentleman  has  taken  such  a  prominent  part 
agiinst  these  commissions,  saying  tbey  are  a 
close  corporation  and  that  no  information  could 
be  obtained  from  them.  If  the  gentleman  con- 
strued my  language  different  from  that,  it  was 
entirely  different  from  what  I  intended. 

The  Chairman  read  a  communicat'on  from  the 
License  Commissioners  to  the  Mayor,  which  was 
filed  in  the  orders,  and  gave  the  business  done  by 
tbeni  to  a  recent  date. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  prevailed— 
yeas  10,  nays  2;  Aldermen  Clark  and  Prescott  vot- 
ing nay. 

PERMITS  FOE  STABLES. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  reports  ftom 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board 
recommending  the  wanting  of  the  following  pe- 
titions for  stables:  Cousins  Brothers,  wooden 
stable,  thirteen  horses,  Brighton  avenue,  near 
Cottage  Farms  station,  Ward  19;  Albert  Thomp- 
son, new  brick  stable,  three  horses,  on  Beacon 
street,  rear  No.  128,  Ward  6;  P.B.Cunningham, 
three  horses,  Rockland  street;  Artemas  Wiswall, 
wooden  stable,  three  horses,  on  Dudley  avenue, 
Ward  17;  J.  Q.  Hushman,  wooden  stable  for  one 
horse  on  Peacable  street  near  Rockland  street, 
Ward  19 ;  George  H.  Towle,  old  wooden  stable  for 
four  horses,  Medford  street,  rear  of  No.  83,  Ward 
21;  A.  D.  Calef,  new  wooden  stable  for  two  horses 
on  Schuyler,  corner  of  Hartwell  streer.  Seveially 
accepted. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  Board  ad- 
journed, and  stood  adjourned  to  Monday,  Aug. 
16,  at  4  o'clock  P.  M. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

AUGUST    16,    1875. 


Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.M.,  Alder- 
man Clark,  Chairman,  presidiDg. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of 
the  Board.  Nathaniel  J.  Bradlee,  for  removal  of 
a  tiee  from  corner  of  Kueela  id  and  "Washington 

Stl'GGtS 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  E.  W.  E.  Thomp- 
son et  al.,  that  Ward  street,  Ward  15,  be  lighted. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Health.  Cornelius 
Herliby  et  al.,  that  a  nuisauce  caused  03'  the  burn- 
ing of  tar  at  the  gas  works  be  abated. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  -part  of  the 
Board.  John  C.  McDevitt  et  al.,  severally  to  be 
paid  for  damages  caused  by  the  location  of  lhe 
Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad  over  their 
lands  in  East  Boston. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  H. 
R.  Plimpton,  for  a  ceed  of  a  p  >rtiou  of  land  at 
corner  of  Do  ■  er  and  Albany  sti  eets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  S.  M.  Shapleigh 
et  al.,  for  sewer  in  Roslin  street. 

J.  R.  Stone,  for  sewer  in  Fifth  stieet,  between 
H  alid  1  streets,  South  Boston. 

C.  H.  Taggaid  et  al.,  f 01  an  extensiou  of  the 
Bremen-street  sewer  as  far  as  No.  292  on  said 
street.  ,  . 

Cook,  Rymes  &  Co.  et  al.,  that  a  s<nver  be  laid 
in  Water  street,  Charlestown. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  John  J.  Rid g way,  tor  leave  to  occupy 
brick  stable  for  Twenty  horses,  in  rear  of  Hersey 
place. 

Benjamin  Wo  >d,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
suable  tor  two  hoists  oa  Shepard  street,  Waid  19. 

Nachaoiel  Adams,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  stable  for  three  horses  on  Wilmot  street. 

Harvey  J.  Fland=rs,  for  leave  to  occuy  a  base- 
ment stable  for  one  horse  in  Willow  court,  Ward 
16. 

L.  W.  Shaw,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old  wooden 
stable  for  ooe  horse  on  Bristol  street,  No.  43. 

N.  J.  Bradlee,  for  leave  to  coostruct  a  cellar 
below  grade,  at  corner  of  Springfield  and  Wash- 
ington streets. 

To  the-  Committee  on  Paving.  Petitions  for 
Engestones— Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings, 
in  front  of  citv  estate  on  Warrenton  street ;  Jo- 
seph S.  Hyde,  on  Bowooin  street,  Ward  16. 

Petitions  for  EogestoL.es  and  Brick  Sidewalks- 
George  P.  Baker,  iu  front  of  Nos  51-53  Hammond 
street;  N.  F.  Davis,  in  front  of  estate  No.  5  Mar- 
cella  street. 

Petition  for  Buck  Sidewalk— Franklm  J.  Clark, 
in  front  of  estate  on  West  Cottage  street,  Ward 
16. 

Edwa'd  Wii.slow  et  a?.,taat.sidewalksbe  laid  on 
the  east  side  of  Marion  street,  from  Bennington 
street  to  Havre  street. 

William  A.  Wood,  to  be  paidjf  orjgrade  damages 
on  Water  street. 

William  Wen  et  als.  that  Hereford  street  be 
macadamized,  etc. 

T.  u.  andC.F.  Newcomb  et  a  I.  that  Newcomb 
stieel  be  put  in  cider  for  travel. 

William  Stark,  that  Seventh  street  between  G 
and  H  streets  be  put  in  o<  der. 

B.  F. Wheel wright,  to  be  pai>i  for  ^rade  damages 
on  Water  street. 

Continental  Sugar  Refinery,  for  1  ave  to  lay  a 
twenty-inch  pipe  in  a  portion  of  First  street. 

SliiflingsrS  WnitneyBiGS.  forleavsto  use  the 
poles  of  the  American  Watch  Company  on  Bi  aeon 
stieet  for  telegraph  purnoses. 

Petition  of  John  A..  Kohl  and  William  H.  Laud, 
rhat  sidewalks  in  front  of  theii  estates  on  Elm- 
wood  street  be  pavec  with  brick. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE. 

Sewers.  The  petitions  for  sewers  in  Bower 
street,  Roxbuiy,  between  Sherman  street  and 
Laurei  street;  10  Tboinley  street.  Doi Chester;  in 
Blue  Hill  avenue,  between  Waverley  and  Wood- 
bine streets;  in  SVooobi  e  street  and  m  Warren 
street,  between  Woodbine  and  Edgewood  streets; 
in  Silver  street,  between  E  and  F  streets,  and  in  E 
street  between  Silver  and  Fourth  streets;  in  Ath- 
ens strtet,  between  B. street  and  the  New  York  & 
New  Englaod  Railroad ;  in  Porter  and  Jess  streets, 


West  Roxbuiy,  were  severally  considered  on  or- 
ders of  notice  toi  hearings.  No  one  appeared  to 
object  in  either  case,  and  the  petitions  were  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

A  lemonscrance  of  Hemy  Shaw  et  al.,  a  major- 
ity of  the  owneis  and  abutters  on  Thornley  street, 
against  the  Thornley-street  sewer  was  rec.ived, 
lead  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

Charles  L.  Haley  et  al.,  that  Brattle  square  be 
paved  with  wood. 

Daniel  Crane,  for  leave  to  move  a  wooden  build- 
ing along  Maverick  street. 

Wright  &  Whitcomb,  for  leave  to  maintain  a 
hoisting  beam  at  No.  3  Commerce  street. 

Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad  Com- 
pany, for  leave  to  rai«e  the  gtade  of  Everett  stieet 
at  the  intersection  of  their  track. 

Washingtonian  Home,  that  the  portion  of  Wal- 
tham  stieet  in  front  of  their  institution  be  paved 
with  wood. 

Charles  F.  Donnelly  et  al.  and  James  SUugis  et 
al.,  that,  the  tiackslof  the  Metropolitan  Railroad 
be  removed  from  Court  street,  as  they  impede 
public  travel,  and  the  temporary  necessity  which 
caused  them  to  be  placed  there  has  passed. 

Removal  of  Tree.  The  petition  of  John  Maguire 
for  ihe  removal  of  a  tree  in  front  ot  638  Mai  a 
street,  Charlestown,  was  considered  on  an  order 
of  notice  for  a  hearing  to  all  parties  interested. 

Mr.  Mtaguire  appeared  and  stattd  lhat  the  tiee 
stood  iu  front  of  Ins  shop,  which  prevented  peo- 
ple from  driving  up  there  without  risk  of  acci- 
dent. Theie  had  already  b  en  four  or  five  acci- 
dents there. 

The  subject  w>s  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  common  on  the  parr  of  the  Board. 

Middlesex  Railroad.  The  petition  of  Middle- 
sex Railroad  tor  leave  to  conLect  tracs  in  State 
stieet  vvith  track  of  Metropolitan  Railroad  in 
Washington  sieet,  and  connect  tracks  in  Devon- 
shire and  Sta^e  streets,  and  for  permanent  loca- 
tion in  State  and  Devonshire  streets,  was  consid- 
ered 00  an  order  ot  ootice  for  a  hearing. 

Mr.  Powers,  president  of  the  railroad,  appeared 
andstjtedtae  circumstances  under  which  this 
temporary  track  was  grantee.  It  was  at  that 
time  impossible  to  ask  for  a  permanent  track,  bv 
reason  ot  a  lack  of  time,  as  the  Supetintencent  of 
Streets  oesired  the  work  of  grading  Corchrllto 
begin  at  once;  still  the  directors  then  thought  the 
track  snould  be  made  permanent.  Trie  Metro- 
politan cars  are  greatly  increased  on  the  depot 
lines,  and  cause  celay  at  Scollay  square;  the 
narrowness  of  Sudbury  street,  where  large  teams 
are  used,  renders  rapid  loco  notion  impossible, 
and  the  cars  are  frequently  cetair.ed  there.  By 
this  new  route,  the  chi  s  will  come  up  Washing- 
ton street  to  State  street,  and  thence  out  through 
New  Devonshire  stieet.  The  diversion  of  many 
cars  from  Sudbury  street  would  b*  a  great  re- 
lief to  busin  ss  and  travel.  The  steep  grade 
of  Comhill  is  liabl-  to  ca^se  accidents, 
and  the  track  has  to  be  sanded  every 
hour  in  wet  weather,  and  once  a  day  in  dry 
weather;  seveial  accidents  had  happened  there. 
The  company  desired  the  Suubuiy-street  tracks  to 
remain  for  certain  lines  of  cars.  During  the  time 
the  cars  1  an  through  State  street  there  was  no  tiou- 
ble;  and  it  was  the  wish  of  propeity  owners  that 
the  track  and  cars  should  remain.  Next  July  the 
leases  of  the  Old  State  House  -xpire,  ano  it  is 
highly  probable  thai  building  will  be  removed, 
Hardly  a  week  passes  without  some  communica- 
tion from  the  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruel- 
tv  to  Animals  on  the  subject  of  too  heavy 
loads  on  the  horses  to  cars  coming  up  Sua  bury 
street,  but  it  cannot  be  prevented,  as  the  way  is 
too  narrow  to  work  three  horses  to  a  car.  Th  1 
change  woulc  materially  lessen  that  trouble. 

Mr.  Powers  preseuted  a  petition  in  aio  of  the 
petition  of  his"company  from  property  owners  and 
abutters  011  Washington  and  State  streets,  and 
ste.tea  that  the  president  and  a  majority  of  the 
directors  of  the  Merchants' Bank  are  in  favor  of 
the  route,  though  thev  did  not  sign  the  petition. 

No  one  else  appeared;  the  petition  was  recom- 
mitted and  the  petition  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Paving. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  that  the  order 
to  construct  a  sewer  in  the  Mystic  Valley  ought  to 
pass,  with  an  order  providiug  for  a  )o*n  of  $205,000 
for  that  purpose.  The  order  for  the  loan  was 
passed— yeas  10,  na.ys  1 ;  Alderman  Power  voting 
nay.  The  order  tor  the  constiuction  of  the  sewer 
>was  passed. 

Severally  sent  down. 
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WIDENING  OF  PEARL  STREET. 

A  report  ot  Cooomittee  on  Streets,  recommend- 
ing concurrence  ia  the  passage  ot  resolve  aod 
order  of  tbe  Street  Commissionei  s  tor  the  widen- 
ing or  Fearl  street,  betwee  i  High  aod  Franklin 
streets,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $31,613,  came  up 
tor  concurrence  in  the  passage  of  the  resolve  and 
order.  The  t epoi  t  vsras  accepted  aod  the  resolve 
and  order  weie  passed  ii  concurrence. 

BEPORTS  OF  CITY    OFFICERS. 

Superintendent  of  South  Scales.  Quarterly  re- 
port for  Aug.  1.  Receipts,  §635.55;  expenses, 
$48.52 ;  paid  into  treasury,  $205.70.    Seat  down. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor.  Quarterly  report  for 
July  31.  Receipts,  $27,386.93;  expenditures, 
$22,454.52:  paid  city  treasurer,  $4696.70;  balance 
on  hand,  $1203.58.    Sent  down 

Auditor  of  Accounts.  Monthly  exhibit  for  Aug. 
5,  showing  the  state  of  the  appropiiations  to  be  as 
follows : 

Appropri  ations , 

Revenues,  etc.  Expended.  Unexpended. 
General ....  $13,638,660.91  $3,560,886.01  $10,077,774.90 
Special 4,347,791.31  608,941.84  3,738,849.47 


$17,986,452.22 
Sent  down. 


$4,169,827.85        $13,81«,624.37 


City  Clerk.  Quarterly  report  for  July  31.  Re- 
ceived and  paid  into  city  treasury,  $1502.85.  Sent 
down. 

Board  of  Health.  Third  annual  report  for  year 
ending  April  30.    Sent  down. 

Fire  Commissioners.  Report  of  fire;  and  alarms 
for  July.  Total  alarms  41,  of  which  11  iveie  stills, 
3  needless,  and  2  false;  total  Dumber  ol  flies  36, 
all  confined  to  one  buildii.g.  Loss  on  buildings 
$4095,  on  stock  $10,214;  insurance  on  buildings 
$64,600,  on  stock  $47,075.    Sent  down. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  reports  and  orders 
from  the  Committee  on  Paving,  as  follows: 

Report  in  favor  of  granting  permit  on  tbe  usual 
conditions  to  Wright  &  Whitcomb  to  maintain  a 
hoisting  beam  at  No.  3  Commerce  street.  Accept- 
ed. 

Report  in  favor  of  granting  permit  on  usual 
conditions  to  John  Cavauaerb  to  move  a  s.ooden 
building  across  Parkman  street  to  Adams  street, 
opposite  Parkman  street,  Ward  16.    Accepted. 

Ordered,  Tbat  the  Superintendent  Of  Streets  he 
directed  10  graoe  and  macadamize  Townsend 
st- eet  as  recently  laid  out  by  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  from  Washington  street  to  Walnut 
avenue.    Estimated  cost,  $5000. 

Read  tvrice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  and  gravel  Boston  sti  eet,  accord- 
ing to  the  established  grade  and  as  laid  out  and 
widened  by  trie  Board  of  Street  Commissioners, 
from  EUery  street  to  Willow  court.  Estimated 
cost,  $22,000. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  of  notice  of  hearing  on'Mon- 
day,  Sept.  6,  at  4  o'clock,  P.  M.,  on  ^pediency  of 
grantirg  petition  of  Cambridge  Railroad  Com- 
pany, for  leave  to  lay  an  additional  track  in 
Leverett  street,  from  Cragie's  Bridge  to  Brighton 
street. 

Order  passed. 

Ordered,  Tbat  tbe  Superintendent  of  Streets  he 
dneetedto  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  aud 
pave  the  gutters  on  the  westerly  side  of  Cabo.t 
street,  bei  ween  Tremont  and  Canard  streets,  and 
to  report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  of 
futnishiiifc!  and  setting  said  edgestones. 

R  -ad  twice  and  passe" . 

Ordered,  That  notice  he  and  hereby  is  given  to 
John  M.  Way  to  remove  within  ten  days  the  fence 
erected  by  him  in  tbe  old  road,  so  called,  between 
Columbia  and  Elmo  streets ;  and  ia  default  of  said 
removal  by  said  John  M.  Way,  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Streets  is  nereby  directed  to  remove  said 
fence  at  the  expense  of  said  Way. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  Tbat  the  street  leading  f  rom  Bartlett 
street  to  Norfolk  street  heretofore  kno^n  as 
Blancharc!  place,  be  hereafter  called  and  known 
as  "Blancbard  street,"  and  that  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Streets  be  directed  to  place  street  signs 
upon  and  number  said  street. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  am!  orders  for  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  in  front  of 
estate  of  George  Hargtave  &  Sons,  on  easterly 
side  of  Putnam,   streei,  between   Princeton   and 


Lexington  streets;  of  Kare  T.  Wendall,  on  Green- 
ough  avenue,  Ward  17.  Orders  read  tv?ice  and 
passed. 

Reports  and  orders  for  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  and  pave 
the  sidewalks  with  brick  in  front  of  estares  of 
Peter  Dalev,  173  Sixth  street;  of  Albert  C.Page, 
560  East  Fifth  stieet;  of  Owen  Roddy,  163  bixth 
siriet.    Orders  severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  and  orders  for  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  pave  the  sidewalk*  with  brick  in 
front  of  estates  of  Cephas  Biigham,  7,  9  and  13 
West  Cottage  street;  and  of  Jonn  Dunnigan,10 
Decatur  street,  Charlestown.  Orders  severally 
passed.  ' 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  in 
the  execution  of  the  order  passed  by  tbe  Board  of 
Aldermen  June  8,  for  the  widening  of  Shawmut 
avenue,  be  nueeted  to  pave  the  space  between  the 
railroad  tracks  and  tbe  edgestones  on  said  avenue 
with  small  granite  blocks;  the  expense  thereof  to 
he  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  said  avenue. 

Read  twice  aii d  parsed. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  and  hereby  is  given 
to  the  New  York  &  New  England  Railroad  Com- 
pany to  clo*e  Fifth  street,  South  Boston,  and  Nor- 
folk street.  Dorchester,  whera  crossed  by  said 
railroad,  against  public  travel,  while  the  bridges 
over  said  road  are  in  process  of  repair. 

Read  twi  e  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  to  i.  a  v  Margaret  Den  vir  $250, 
for  grade  namatres  on.  Market  stieet,  Brighton,  on 
the  usual  conditions,  aud  also  utinn  her  releasing 
the  ciy  from  a^y  and  all  liability  to  baila  o*r 
maintain  a  retaining  wall  to  hold  up  said  Market 
street  in  front  of  her  estate.  Order  read  twice 
and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  notice  he  and  hereby  is  given  to 
the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company^  that  in  the 
opinion  of  this  Board  the  public  safety  and  con- 
venience require  that  Court  street  should  be 
paved  with  wood  between  Washington  street  and 
the  westerly  side  of  Court  squaie,  and  that  said 
company  he  and  they  are  heieby  directed  to  pave 
on  said  street  the  space  occupied  by  their  tracks 
with  burnettized  spruce  blocks ;  said  work  to  be 
done  under  the  direction  and  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Streets. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  and  macadamize  Warren  place, 
as  laid  out  by  tbe  Board  of  Street  Commissioners, 
to  lurnish  and  set  the  edgestones,  pave  the  gut- 
ters and  sidewalks  on  said  place,  and  to  reporc  to 
this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  of  said  edge- 
stones ana  sidewalks. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  Tbat  the  sum  of  $172.87,  assessed  to.Ma- 
ria  L.  Margroz  for  sidewalk  on  Lewis  park,  High- 
land avenue,  0e  abated,  aud  the  same  assessed  on 
Benjamin  F.  Beas. 

Ordered,  Tnat  the  sum  of  $46.86.  assessed  to 
William  S.  Pattee  for  sidewalk  on  Trenton  street, 
be  abated,  and  the  same  assessed  on  Charles  W. 
Odiorne. 

OrderedjThatthesum  of  $51.08,  assessed  to  John 
C.  Dolan,  for  sidewalk  on  Bennington  street,  be 
abated,  and  the  same  assessed  onWilliam  Bassett. 

Ordered,  That  the  assessment  for  edgestones  to 
Jos-ph  Ryan  on  Orchard  park,  amounting  to 
$33.62,  be  abated,  and  the  same  assessed  on  the 
Puhhe  Building  Departmentof  tne  citv  of  Boston. 

Ordered,  That  the  sidewalk  assessmentof  Eman- 
uel Downing  on  Princeton  street,  amounting  to 
$68.30, he  abated  and  that  $59  be  assessed  on  John 
J.  Downing  for  sidewalk  at  same  place. 

Ordered,  That  the  sidewalk  assessmentof  Ed- 
ward S.  McGregor,  on  Gola  street,  of  the  amount 
of  $3,  he  abated  ana  tbe  same  assessed  on  Charles 
H.  Parker,  trustee. 

Ordered,  That  the  sidewalk  assessment  of  $19.47 
on  Ann  M.  Boyle,  No.  372  Athens  street,  be  abated, 
and  the  same  assessed  oo  John  F.  Kenniff. 

Ordered,  Tbat  the  sidewalk  assessment  of  $56.34 
on  John  C.  Delano,  on  Bennington  street,  be 
abated,  and  the  same  a«s«ssed  to  William  Bassett. 

Ordeied,  That  the  sidewalk  assessment  of  $47.67 
on  William  A.  Kenrick,  on  Bennington  street,  be 
abated,  and  the  same  assessed  on  Robert  U*rner. 

Ordded,  That  the  edgestone  assessment  of 
$293.41  oo  Elizibeth  A.  Brown,  on  Foster  street,  be 
abated,  aod  the  same  assessed  on  Rebecca  Brown's 
htirs. 

Ordered,  That  the  edgestone  assessment  of 
$48.68  to  Peabody  Simmonds,  on  Parker  street,  be 
abated,  and  tbe  same  assessed  to  Sarah,  wife  of 
Charles  Ward. 

Ordered,  That  the  edgestone  assessment  of  $7.56 
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to  Baxter  E.  Perry,  on  Parker  street,  be  abated, 
and  the  same  assessed  to  Lot  M..  Burgess. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $7.56  be  abated  from 
the  amount  of  $52.92  assessed  to  William  S.Pattee 
f  01  edgestones  on  Parker  street,  and  trie  said  $7.57 
he  assessed  on  T.  W.  Pitcher. 

Oidered,  That  the  sidewalk  assessment  of  $15.72 
to  P.  H.  McGlynn,  on  Millmont  stieet,  be  abated, 
and  the  same  assessed  on  Catherine  F.  McGlynn. 

Ordered,  Tbat  the  sum  of  $17.35,  assessed  on  Job  n 
McManan  tor  sidewalk,  No.  16  Silver  street,  be 
abated,  and  tbe  same  assessed  on  Mary  G.  Os- 
horn's  heirs. 

Order°d,  That  the  sum  of  $6.18  be  abated  from 
the  sidewalk  assessment  of  George  Smith,  on 
Princeton  street,  for  error  in  measurement. 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Schedules  of  the  co-'t  of  laying  sidewalfcs,  etc., 
on  Bromley  park,  L  stieet,  Albert  street,  Old 
Heath  street  acd  Bromley  street,  with  orders  for 
the  assessment  and  collection  of  same.  Orders 
severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

BRIDGES  TO  BE  CLOSED. 

Alderman  Power,  from  tbe  Committee  on 
Bridges,  submitted  the  following: 

Ordeeii,  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  bs  au- 
thoiized  to  repair  tbe  roadway  of  Bioadway 
Bridge  and  repave  a  poition  of  the  same,  at  an 
estimated  experjse  of  $5500;  to  be  chargea  to  the 
aopropiiation  for  lebuilding  the  draw  of  said 
hrio'ge. 

Bead  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered.yrhac  Maiden7  Bridge  be  closed  against 
the  passage  of  horses  and  vehicles  on  and  after 
the  23d  inst.,  until  tbe  repairs  on  said  bridge  are 
completed. 

Bead  twice  and  passe  1. 

PERMITS  FOR  STEAM  ENGINES. 

Alderman  Power  submiUed  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines  in  favor  of  granting 
permits  to  locate  and  use  steam  engines  to  G-ilman 
&  Cheney,  47-61  Medford  street,  CharlcStown,  and 
Bobert  Bishop,  134  Tudor  street.  Severally  ac- 
cepted. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  tbe  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Sewers: 

Orders  tor  the  construction  of  sewers  m  Porter 
and  Jess  streets,  West  Boxoury ;  in  Athens  street, 
between  B  street  and  the  New  York  &  New  Eng- 
land Railroad  ;  in  Silver  street,  between  E  and  F 
streets.    Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  and  orders  of  notice  of  hearings  on 
Tuesday,  Aug.  31,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  ex- 
pediency of  constructing  sewers  in  Woodville 
square,  near  Blue  Hill  avenue;  in  Harrison  av- 
enue, between  Harvard  and  Kneeland  streets. 
Orders   severally   read  twice  and  passed. 

STREETS  AND    LAND   DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following  from 
tha  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Streets  of  this 
Board  be  authorized  to  contract  for  rebuilding  the 
wall  on  Tremont  street  and  Gore  avenue,  upon 
tbe  Comins  Schoolhouse  estate,  said  rebuilding 
TjeiDg  necessary  by  the  widening  of  Tremont 
street  and  the  laying  out  of  Gore  avenue ;  the  ex- 
pense to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Lay- 
ing Out  and  Widening  Streets. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Orders  to  pay  the  heirs  of  William  Burrage 
$2099.50  and  Josiab  M.  and  Frederick  Jones  $2527, 
for  land  taken,  etc.,  in  widening  Pearl  stieet, 
upon  their  paying  all  betterments  assessed  to  the 
estate  on  Pearl  street  ftom  which  this  land  is 
taken  for  previous  street  improvements  in  the 
Burnt  District.    Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  pay  Alexander  Strong  $2092,  for  land 
taken,  etc.,  in  widening  Pearl,  street,  upon  his 
paying  $440,  betterments  assessed  upon  his  estate 
in  Pea)  1  street.    Read  t«7ice  and  passed. 

Order  to  pay  Emma  Caswell  $11,932,  for  land 
taken,  etc.,  in  widening  Pearl  street,  upon  her 
paving  to  the  city  tbe  sum  ot  $8950,  now  due  for 
hettermenis  upon  her  estate  and  upon  the  estate 
ot  heiis  of  Freeman  Allen,  abutting  upon  Pearl 
street.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  pay  Edward  Biooks  $13,262.50,  for  land 
taken,  etc.,  in  widening  Pearl  street,  upon  his  pay- 
ing such  betterments  as  were  assessed  upon  his 
Pearl-street  estatefortbe  widening  of  Pearl  and 
Congress  streets,  February  18th  and  25th,  1875. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  pay  proprietors  of  T  wnarf  $10,213,  for 
land  taken  in  name  of  unknown  owners  and  dam- 


ages occasioned  by  laying  out  Atlantic  avecue  ir>. 
1868,  whenever  the  sail  proprietors  adjust  and  set- 
tle, under  the  order  of  this  Board  of  April  13, 1875, 
all  the  claims  growing  out  of  the  said  laying  out 
of  Atlantic  avenue  upon  their  estate.  Read  twice 
and  passed. 

Ordered  that  the  betterment  of  $135,  assessed  to 
the  estate  of  Tborras  M.  Bud  on  Stoughton  street, 
by  an  order  of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners, 
passed  March  19,  1875,  for  benefit  to  said  estute 
from  the  widening  ot  said  street  by  an  order  of 
said  commissioners  of  September  1st,  1871,  be  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  for  cause,  abated  in  full. 

Orners  to  pav  Louisa  A  Crossman  $1000;  Joseph 
Dix,  $300;  heirs  of  Joseph  Turtle,  $2353.50;  heirs 
of  Lewi3  Leeds,  Petley  Leeds  executrix,  $1000; 
severally  for  land  taken  in  laying  out  Savm  Hill 
avenue.    Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  nay  Samuel  Jordan  $3176.57,  for  land 
tak^n,  etc.,  in  widening  and  extension  of  Sw6tt 
street.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  ro  pay  Catherine  A.  Mitchell  $86.50,  for 
land  taken,  etc.,  in  widening  of  Charles  stieet, 
Ward  16.    Read  twice  and  oassed. 

Orders  to  pay  Joseph  Ham  $69.50,  and  John 
Good  $511,  for  land  taken,  etc.,  in  widening  of 
Shawmut  avenue.  Severally  read  twice  and 
passed. 

Ordeied,  That  there  he  paid  to  Joseph  Frye, 
upon  his  giving  proper  authority  from  the  persons 
heteafter  named,  the  sum  of  $9400  for  land  taken 
and  all  damages  occasioned  by  widening  and  te- 
locating  Boston  street,  Wy  a  resolve  ana  order  of 
tbe  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  passed  Aug. 
6, 1875,  upon  the  beiis  of  William  Wales,  Joseph 
S.  Hyde,  Matthias  Rich.  Solomon  Sanborn,  Abby 
E.  Howe,  Lucy  E.  Pratt,  Frederick  and  Lemuel 
Clapp  and  Alonzo  Warren,  severally  giving  to  the 
city  a  deeo  or  release  for  the  same,  if  such  deed 
or  release  has  not  already  been  given,  satisfactory 
to  tbe  City  Solicitor,  ano  an  acquittance  and  dis- 
cbarge for  all  damages,  costs  and  expenses  in 
consequence  of  said  taking;  and  upon  Josephs. 
Hyde  conveying  to  the  city  of  Boston  a  piece  of 
land  to  extend  Po^er  street,  to  Boston  street,  an- 
other piece  of  land  to  extend  Jackson  street'  to 
Boston  stieet,  and  upon  Salomon  Sanborn  and 
Abby  F.  Howe  each  conveying  to  the  ciry  a  piece 
of  land  to  extend  Washington  strest  to 'Boston 
street,  approved  by  the  City  Solicitoi ;  and  that 
the  same  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Lay- 
ing Out  and  Widening  Streets. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

LICENSES. 

Ald6rman  Bigelow  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  as  follows: 

Dealers  in  Second-hand  Articles  Licensed  — 
James  j.  Leary,3  Alger  street;  Charles  McCon- 
nell,  267-271  Causeway  street. 

Bowling  Alley  License  Renewed— Henry  Jf  Le- 
fevre,  corner  of  Parker  and  Tremont  streets. 

Auctioneers  Licensed— Albert  Watson.  788  790 
Washington  street ;  Nathan  M.  Hatch,  1721  Wash- 
ington street. 

Billiard  License  Granted— J.  J.  Murphy,  115 
Couit  street. 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted—  J.  N.  Ayer,  231jState 
street;  J.  A.  Kingman,  96  Tremont  street;  uavid 
Abrahams,  352  Commercial  street;  Kinsley  Ex- 
piess  Company,  35  Court  square. 

Severalty  accepted. 

INSPECTORS  OE  PRISONS    AND  HOUSES  OF  DETEN- 
TION. 

'  Alderman    Burrage   submitted    the   following 
(City  Doe.  No.  95): 

The  special  committee  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men who  were  appointed  to  inspect  the  prisons 
anfl  houses  of  detention  within  the  county  of  Suf- 
folk, « nd  make  the  examinations  and  reports  re- 
quired by  the  statutes  of  the  Commonwealth,  beg 
leavs  to  submit  their  first  semi-annual  repoit  for 
tne  municipal  year  1875.  Your  committee  visited 
the  Hoose  of  Correction  and  tbe  Lunatic  Hospital 
at  South  Boston,  on  the  14th  of  July;  the  Houses 
of  InJustn  and  Reformation,  at  Deer  Island,  on 
the  19th  of" July;  and  rhe  Suffolk  County  Jail,  on 
Charles  street,  on  the  20th  of  July.  Copies  ot  the 
reports,  showing  the  condition  of  the  several  in- 
stitutions, and  covering  the  facts  required  bv  the 
statutes,  are  appended  hereto.  All  the  buildings 
connected  with  the  institutions  were  found  to  be 
clean  and  well  ventilated;  the  inmates  appeared 
to  be  under  a  good  state  of  discipline,  andno  com- 
plaints of  ill  treatment  or  of  in-urficiency  of  food 
weie  made.  Under  recent  instructions  from  the 
Board  of  Directors  for  Public  Institutions,  corpo- 
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ral  punishment  is  the  only  kind  of  punishment 
which  the  officers  at  thb  House  oi  Reformation 
are  allowed  to  inflict  on  the  boys  in  that  institu- 
tion. Your  committee  are  of  tbe  opinion  that  the 
Superintendent  shouli  be  allowed  some  discretion 
in  tbe  matter,  as  in  the  case  of  the  older  boys, 
such  punishment  might  have  an  evil  effect,  where 
solitary  confinement  would  exeit  a  beneficial  in- 
fluence. In  the  second  semi-annual  report  for 
1874,  the  inspectors  call  attention  to  tne  fact  that 
there  is  no  classification  of  the  boys  in  tbe  House 
of  Reformation— that  the  oldest  and  most  har- 
dened are  allowed  to  associate  with  the  youngest 
aod  most  innocent.  Your  committee  would  heart- 
ily indorse  toe  recommendation  then  made,  that 
measures  should  be  taken  to  classify  and  separate 
these  boys,  either  according  to  their  ages  or  their 
mental  and  moral  conditions.  The  most  rerious 
difficulty  affectiog  the  management  p.nd  discipline 
of  our  institutions  is  the  indiscriminate  exercise 
of  the  pardoning  power.  The  evil  results  which 
have  followed  the  cresent  practice  in  this  and 
other  States  have  been  so  ably  presented  by  well- 
iDformed  writers  on  tbe  subject  of  prison  disci- 
pline, that  your  committee  can  ha  dly  add  any- 
thing to  what  has  alieady  been  said,  but  they  feel 
constrained  to  place  upon  record  their  conviction  as 
to  thenecessity  of  refotmin  thismatter.  Itispro- 
vided  by  section  47,  chapter  118,  of  the  General 
Statutes,  that  "the  keeper  of  every  jail  and  the 
master  of  eveiy  house  of  correction  shall  keep  a 
record  of  the  conduct  of  each  convict  wnoset<=imof 
imprisonment  is  not  less  than  four  months;  and 
for  every  mouth  that  a  convict  appears  by  such 
record  to  have  faithfully  observed  all  the  rules 
and  requirements  of  the  prison,  aud  not  to  have 
been  subjected  to  punishment,  thee  shall  be  de- 
ducted from  the  whole  term  of  Ms  seotence, 
whether  m  one  or  more  cases,  as  follows:  From  a 
term  of  (ess  than  three  years,  oue  day;  frvtrj  a 
term  of  three  and  less  than  seven  years,  two  days ; 
from  a  term  of  seven  and  less  than  ten  years, 
four  days;  and  from  a  term  of  ten  years  or  more, 
five  days."  Under  these  provisions  it  is  withi" 
the  powei  of  tbe  prisoner,  by  good  conduct,  to 
materially  shorten  the  term  of  imprison tueut  as 
fixed  by  the  court;  and  there  is  no  need  foi  the 
exercise  of  the  pardoning  power,  except  in  cases 
of  doubt  as  to  justice  of  the  eentence. 

Under  the  authority  graded  by  the  statutes, 
youi  committee  purpose  making  an  examination 
in  regard  to  the  employment  of  prisoners  in  the 
several  institutions,  so  tar  as  it  affects  their  moral 
and  physical  well-being,  and  also  an  examination 
into  the  method  of  keeping  the  accounts,  and  will 
report  thereon  to  the  Board  at  a  later  date,  with 
such  recommendations  as  they  may  find  to  be 
necessary  or  expedient. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Abvah  A.  Btjrrage. 
Hugh  O'Brien. 
William  Pope. 
Committee  of  Inspectors. 

Following  are  the  statistics  of  each  department 
appended  ti  the  repoit: 

House  of  Industry— There  were  remaining  Dec. 
28,  1874,  males  603,  females  322— total,  925;  num- 
ber committed  from  Dec.  29, 1874,  to  July  19,  1875, 
inclusive,  3797;  number  discharged  from  Dec.  29, 
1874.  to  July  19, 1875,  inclusive,  3912;  number  re- 
maining July  19, 1875— males,  472;  females,  338;  to- 
tal, 810.  How  Discharged— By  expiration  of  sen- 
terce,  2922;  by  payment  of  fines  and  cost?,  635; 
pardoned  by  directors,  344;  dfed,  9;  escaped,  2 — 
3912. 

House  of  Reformation — Number  rem  aiding  Dec. 
28,  1874— Bays,  282;  girls,  20;  total,  302;  number 
committed  from  Dec.  29, 1874,  to  July  19, 1875,  in- 
clusive, 88;  number  di'cnarged  from  Dec.  29, 1874, 
to  July  19, 1875,  inclusive,  109;  number  remaining 
July  19, 1875— boys,  264;  girls,  17;  total,  281.  How 
Discharged— Pardoned  by  directors,  61;  by  ex- 
piration ot  sentence,  48;  total  dischaiged,  109. 

Lunatic  Hospital— Number  of  patients  in  the 
hospital,  at  th*  time  of  the  inspectio o,  December 
23, 1874— males,104;  females,  99;  total,  203.  Admit- 
ted since— males,  13;  females,  14;  total,  27;  under 
care  duriug  the  term,  230.  Dischaiged  since— re- 
covered, 9;  much  improved,  2;  improved,  1;  not 
improved,  7;  died,  10;  total,  29.  Remaining  at 
date— males,  101;  females,  100;  total,  201.  Causes 
of  death— Exhaustion  ot  insanity  and  old  age, epil- 
epsy aod  organic  disease  of  brain,  2  each  ;  general 
paralysis,  apoplexy,  disease  of  heart  and  con- 
sumption, each  1. 

House  of  Correction.  At  the  previous  inspec- 
tion, Dec.  23, 1874,  theie  were  in  the  institution- 
Males,  506;  females,  64;  total.   570,     Commit! ed 


sioce—  Maleo,  383;  females,  61;  total,  444.  Dis- 
charged—Males, 407;  females,  61;  total,  468.  Re- 
maining—Males,  482;  females,  64;  total,  546.  Dis- 
charged at  the  expiration  of  sentence,  390;  par- 
doned toy  the  Governor,  15 ;  e-caped,6;  paid  fine 
and  costs  and  were  discharged.  17;  died,  15;  sent 
to  Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital  for  care  and  treat- 
ment, 5;  discharged  by  order  of  the  Municipal 
Court  after  serving  90  days,  20:  total,  468.  The 
report  was  accepted. 

Suffolk  County  Jail.  The  total  number  of  pris- 
oners in  jail  in  tbe  county  of  Suffolk  this  day, 
July  20, 1875,  is  180.  The  number  committed  from 
Dec.  23, 1874,  to  July  20, 1875, 1655.  Since  tbe  last 
inspection  in  December,  1874,  no  death  has  oc- 
curred at  the  jail,  and  no  sickne-s  except  of:  the 
usual  and  ordinary  kind  attendant  upon  immor- 
ality ana  dissipation  founa  upon  many  prisoners 
when  committed,  and  from  which  tbey  soon  re- 
cover under  the  attentive  treatment  of  ihe  jail 
physician,  and  their  regular  and  orderly  habits  m 
jail.  One  prisoner,  sentenced  to  labor  at  the  jail, 
escaped  from  ths  jail  yard  on  the  morning  of 
Msirch  14, 1875,  but  was  recaptured  Hnd  returned 
to  the  jail  on  March  16, 1875. 

THE  VEGETABLE  MARKET. 

Alderman  Prescott,  from  the  Committee  on 
Markets,  submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Markets  bs 
authorized  to  assign  -lands  to  the  several  appli- 
cants therefor  upon  the  grounds  leased  to  the  city 
by  the  Mercantile  Wharf  Corpoiarion,  aQd  to  es- 
tablish the  rates  of  compensation  to  be  paid  by 
the  occupants  of  stands;  and  the  Superintendent 
of  Faneuil  Hall  Market  is  hereby  authorized  and 
rliiectec  to  collect  rhe  sums  designated  by  the 
s?.id  committee  aod  pay  >he  same  into  the  city 
treasury. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  would  meiely  suggest 
that  the  order  is  in  conflict  with  the  recent  ordi- 
nance establishing  the  office  ot  Collector  of  Taxes, 
to  whom  all  monevsave  to  be  paid  instead  of  tothe 
City  Treasurer.  Would  it  ,;ot  be  more  proper  to 
read  "pay  the  same  to  the  City  Colle  'tor"? 

Alderman  Prescot  — I  think  th?  order  is  correct 
as  it  is.  The  money  is  to  be  paid  into  the  city 
treasury,  and  it  will  of  course  be  paid  through  the 
proper  officer. 

Alderman  Stebbins-I  yvould  like  to  inquire  the 
opinion  of  the  Committee  on  the  Treasury  whether 
it  is  proper  for  officers  other  than  the  Collector  to 
receive  payment  ot  bills  in  favor  of  the  city.  I 
supposed  that  it  was  to  oe  the  duty  of  the  Col- 
lector of  Taxes  to  receive  all  moneys  due  the  city. 

Alderman  Bigelov/— I  think  that  idea  is  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  ordinance,  which  says  the  Col- 
lector shall  collect  all  moneys  that  come  into  the 
city  treasury. 

Alderman  Burrage— As  I  understand  it,  tbe 
office  of  Collector  is  one  bianch  of  the  Treasury 
Dep&itment.  The  Collector  collects  tbe  money 
aud  turns  it  over  to  the  Treasurer  and  the  Treas- 
urer pays  it  out.  Under  this  order  I  tnmk  it  will 
be  pai  i  to  the  Collector. 

Alderman  Bigelow — Tnis  orde  provides  that  the 
Superintenaent  of  Markets  shail  collect  the  bills. 

Alderman  Burrage— I  diet  not  nodce  that.  It 
would  be  it  regular,  I  think. 

On  motion  of  Akleiman  Prescott  the  order  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

Alderman  Pre;cott  submitted  the  following 
from  the  same  committee: 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  Silas 
H.  Mun-on,  or  the  Old  Colonv  Railroad  Company, 
to  lay  down  railroad  tracks  for  temporary  use  on 
tne  lot  of  land  bounded  by  Atlantic  avenue,  Mer- 
cantile street,  Clinton  street  extended  and  Rich- 
mond street  extended,  leased  to  the  citv  for 
market  purposes  by  the  Mercantile  Wharf  Cor- 
poration, and  to  con' ect  said  tracks  by  a  proper 
curve  with  tbe  tracks  of  the  Marginal  Freight 
Railway  Company  on  Atlantic  avenue — the  form 
of  saio  rails,  the  exact  location  and  manner  of 
laying  the  same,  to  be  defined  by  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Streets ;  provided,  that  said  tracks  shall  be 
used  only  for  the  purpose  of  transporting  gravel 
±'>r  filling  the  said  lot  of  land  or  the  streets  ad- 
joining the  same,  and  snail  be  removed  as  soon  as 
thev  cea  e  to  be  used  for  that  purpose. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

SOCIAL  LAW  LIBRARY. 

Alderman  Prescott  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  County  Buildings  on  petition  of  the 
Social  Law  Library,  itcommenling  the  passage  of 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Coucty  Build- 
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trigs  tie  authorized  tj  provide  additional  shelving, 
togett  er  with  the  requisite  gas  fixtures,  for  trie 
room  in  the  court  house  occupied  as  a  library 
room  by  the  Social  Law  Library,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $500;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  County  of  Suffolk. 
Read  cwics  ana  passed. 

PERMITS  FOR  STABLES. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  the  f  oDowing 
from  the  Commict.  e  on  Health  on  tae  part  of  the 
Board : 

Reports  lecommending  the  granting  on  the 
usual  conditions  of  petitions  for  leave  to  occupy 
staDles  as  follows:  J.  Ellery  Piper,  476  and  478 
AUaDtic  avenue:  T.  D.  Mitchell,  Basto  place,  cor- 
ner Salem  street,  Waro.  17;  J.  F.  Deacy,  Neponset 
avenue,  Ward  16. 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdiaw  on 
the  following  petition  foi  leave  to  occupy  stable: 
Patrick  Dolan,  Centre  place.  Ward  17. 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  leave  to  Asher 
Ratshesky,  to  construct  cellar  below  grade  at 
North  Centre  street;  and  recommending  leave  co 
withdraw  on  petition  of  Henry  R.  Plimpton,  for 
leave  to  construct  cellar  below  giaoe  at  corner  of 
Washington  aud  Waterford  streets. 

Severally  accepted. 

TRUSTEES  OF  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Alderman  Prescott  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  i  be  Committee  on  Public  Library 
inquire  it  any  vacancy  exists  in  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Public  Library,  occasioned  by  the 
removal  of  a  member  ro  another  State,  and  if  so, 
to  report  the  name  of  a  suitable  can  lidate  to  fill 
the  vacancy. 
Passed.    Sent  down. 

PETROLEUM    ORDINANCE. 

Aldeiman  Quincy  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  tae  Committee  on  Ordinances  in- 
quire  and  report    whether   any  alterations   are 
desirable  in  the  ordinance   relating  to  the  storage 
and  sale  of  petroleum  and  coal  oils  in  this  citv. 
Passed.    Sent  down. 

PETROLEUM  LICENSES. 

Alderman  Quincy  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Fire  Department  on  the  part  of  the 
Board  in  favor  of  granting  license  to  store  petro- 
leum by  D.  J.  Goss  &  Co.,  at  31  India  street,  and 
Capen  Sprague  &  Co.,  at  6-8  Custom  House  street. 
Severally  accepted. 

ENGINE  HOUSE  IN  WARD  15. 

Alderman  Prescott  moved  to  reconsider  the  vota 
by  which  an  order  was  passed    on  the   3d  inst.  to 


purchase  of  Shepard  &  Chester  3800  teet  of  land 
on  Washington  street  (Ward  15),  m-ar  Beethoven 
street,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  eighty  cents  per 
foot,  and  to  erect  the.eoo  an  engine  house,  at  an 
estimated  cost  for  land  and  tmiiding  cf  $8000. 

Alderman  Pruscott  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to 
reconsider  on  cbe  table. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  hope  we  shall  b&ar 
some  reason  for  that.  It  is  very  oesitable  to  have 
ao  engine  house  in  tfcat  section  of  the  city,  where 
a  large  number  of  wooden  houses  are  located,  and 
for  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Fire  Department, 
there  is  not  sufficient  protection.  Unless  there 
aie  good  and  substaotial  reasons  for  laying  the 
order  on  the  table,  I  hope  it  will  not  be  clone,  and 
that  the  eugine  hou.-e  may  be  speedily  erected. 

Ths  Chairman — The  motion  is  not  debatable. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  withdraw  the  motiocr.  X 
made  *he  motion  to  reconsider  on  accouot  of  hav- 
ing heard  that  the  puce  to  be  paid  for 
the  land  was  more  than  the  property  is 
worth.  The  chairman  of  the  sub-commit- 
tee on  the  purcDase  of  the  site  [Alder- 
man Pope]  19  absent  and  I  have  not  been  able  to 
converse  with  him  on  the  subject  since  our  last 
meetirg.  In  order  that  I  might  have  that  oppor- 
tunity and  that  the  committea  might  have  further 
opoortunity  to  look  into  the  matter,  I  gave  notice 
of  a  motion  to  reconsider.  It  can  cause  no  delay, 
as  the  order  requires  concurrent  action,  and  the 
Conimoo  Council  will  not  come  together  until  af- 
ter this  Board  have  had  an  opportunity  to  pass 
definitely  upon  the  matter.  lam  in  tavoi ot  the 
locatiou  of  an  engine  bouse  there  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible; but  as  the  question  of  price  has  been  raised 
I  desire  time  to  consider  the  matter  and  consult 
with  the  Alderman  from  Ward  16/ who  is  absent. 
I  therefore  renew  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

THE   VACATION. 

Alderman  Prescott  moved  that  when  the  Board 
adjourn  it  be  to  Tuesday,  Aug.  31,  at  4  P.  M. 

Alderman  Burrage  suggested  3  P.  M.,  which 
Alderman  Power  thought  would  be  an  inconven- 
ience to  some  members. 

Alderman  Prescott  suggested  that  the  object  of 
adjourning  to  Tuesday  was  to  allow  members 
at  a  distance  from  the  city  to  remain  over  Sunday, 
which  they  could  not  do  and  reach  here  in  time 
on  Monday. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris  the  question  on 
the  day  and  hour  was  taken  separately,  and  the 
Board  voted  to  adjourn  to  Tuesday,  Aug.  31,  at 
3  o'clock  P.  M.— 8  for,  3  against. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington  the  Board 
adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

AUGUST    24,    1875. 


Special  meeting  at  half-past  one  o'clock  P.  M.., 
called  by  the  Mayor.  Alderman  Clark,  Chairman, 
presided. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Special  Police  Officers— T.  F.  B.  Cook,  Bird 
street  and  its  vicinity. 

Weighers  of  Coal— John  E.  Cousens,  George  P. 
Dodge. 

Weighers  and  Inspectors  ot  Bundle  Hay— Joh a 
E.  Cousens,  Henry  Bailey. 

PuDlic  Weighers—James  A.  Brown,  John  P. 
Foster,  John  Fenderson,  J.  R.  ELxt well,  William 
Peters. 

Measurer  of  Wood  and  Bark— John  E.  Cousens. 

PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  John  C.  Crowley,  for  the  a-sessrnent  of 
darnagss  by  Boston,  Re'.ere  Beacb  &  Lynn  Rail- 
road Company. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of 
the  Board.  A.  W.  Pemn,  for  leive  to  lemove 
two  trees  from  Blue  Hill  avenue,  i.ear  Qumcy 
stieet. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  James  Tyrrell  et 
at.,  that  Bolton  street,  between  B  and  C  streets, 
be  lighted. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Bernard  Nortoo, 
to  be  pair)  for  damages  on  account  of  land  taken 
frr  sewer  at  corner  of  Quincy  and  Cherry  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Metropolitan 
Railroad  Company,  for  ler,ve  to  construct  turnout 


tracks  on  Treinont  street,  from  near  the  Provi- 
dence Railroad  crossing  150  feet  towards  Brook- 
line;  also  a  turnout  on  Hancock  street,  Ward  16, 
to  extend  200  feet  from  near  the  old  poorhouse. 

Petitions  for  brick  sidewalks  iu  front  of  estates 
of  William  Blancbard,  70  Lambert  avenue;  W. 
Cobb,  543  Dudley  street;  John  J.  Merrill,  Warren 
street,  opposite  Edgewood. 

George  Merritt  et  al.,  that  Reed's  court  be 
graded  and  put  in  order. 

Henry  Smith  et  al.,  that  Washington  street, 
Ward  16,  be  improved  and  put  in  order  for  public 
travel. 

Devine  &  Fagan,  for  edgestones  and  biick  side- 
walk on  Hammond  street. 

Petitions  for  edgestoaes  in  front  of  estates  of — 
Judith  Bussey,  Adams  street,  near  Dorchester 
avenue;  William  Goldsmith,  on  easterly  side  of 
Gore  avenue. 

William  M.  Flauders  et  al.,  that  the  sidewalk 
on  the  soutn  side  of  Essex  street  be  widened. 

MAI/DEN  BRIDGE  TO  BE  CLOSED. 

Alderman  Power  from  the  Committee  on  Biidges 
offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  Charles  River  Bridge  be  closed 
to  all  public  travel  on  Thursday,  Aug.  26,  and  re- 
main closed  until  ceitain  repairs  are  completed. 

Read  twice  and  pacsed. 

Whereas,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Board  it  will  be 
necessary  for  the  propel  security  of  the  public  to 
close  Maluen  Bridge  against  foot  travel  as  well  as 
the  passage  of  hordes  and  vehicles  during  the  re- 
construction of  said  bridge,  it  is  therefore 

Ordeied,  That  Maiden  Bridge  be  closed  on  and 
after  this  date  against  public  tiavel  of  every  na- 
ture until  the  leconstruction  of  said  bridge  is 
completed. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power  the  Board  ad- 
journed and  stood  adjoin  ned  till  Tuesday  next  at 
three  o'clock  P.  M. 
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BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

AUGUST    31,    1875. 


Regular  meeting  at  three  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Police  Officer— Nathan  J.  T.  Gould. 
Special  Police  Officer— Sylvester  Stone,  for  duty 
at  the  new  model  building,  46-52  Hudson  street. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Northampton-street 
mstrict.  Amos  Sevey,  that  taxes  on  Nos.  3,  4  and 
5  Spear  place  for  tne  years  1871-72-73  be  abated. 

Caroline  Price,  to  be  paid  for  mortgage  and  in- 
terest on  a  Suffolk-street-district  estate. 

1  o  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Survey  and  In- 
spection of  Buildings.  William  W.  Bennett,  for 
leave   to   enlarge   a  wooden   building  on  Decatur 

Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad,  for 
leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  their  wharf  at 
East  Boston. 

Cuinmings  &  Sears,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden 
building  on  posts  on  Curtis  street,  Ward  17. 

7o  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  James 
cuiien,  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuues  caused  by 
a  tall  in  HaDover  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Michael  H.  Glee- 
son  etal.,  for  a  sewer  on  Fifth  street,  between  P 
and  Q  streets. 

Henry  C.  Hunneman  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Wabon 

StrG8t. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Dennis  M.  Cleary 
etal.,  tor  lamps  on  Moulton  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  W.  H.  Ring  et 
ai.,  that  the  hack  license  granted  JohnQuinn  mav 
be  revoked. 

Cotdelia  J.  Slade,  for  leave  to  give  dramatic 
and  musical  entertainments  at  90  Court  street. 

■to  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Hoard.  Remocstiance  of  Robeit  B.  Brigham  et 
at.,  against  location  of  a  staple  in  rear  of  Hersey 

fn^"'es  E-  Morrison,  for  leave  do  erect  a  stable 
l?L 150i1<S?e5  on  Mercantile- wharf  property,  norto 
32L*  ?1?b,mond  streeT>  between  Commercial 
street  and  Atlantic  avenue. 

Murch  Judd,  foi  leave  to  occupy  a  wood  and 
brick  stable  for  thirty  additional  norses,  on  Mer- 
nmuc  streel-  Nos.  133  and  135. 

Cnarles  A.  Booth,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  stable  tor  one  horse  on  Grant  street,  No. 
li)  vv  Jtrd  16. 

Robert  Stevens,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old 
wooden  stable  for  thiee  horses  on  Blossom  street, 

c£??n/' May'. for  leave  t0  occupy  a  new  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Boslon  street. 

«,♦  m  *  Jws  &,  Go-> tor  led've  t0  occupy  an  iron 
stable  for  four  horses  on  High  street,  next  to  the 
corner  of  Oliver. 

Philip  Sowdeo,  Jr.,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
stoeeteiNo  14        f01'   tfpelve    norses.  oi.    Jenkins 

w£fil'ick^^e/m0tc'  for  lea^e  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  stable  f0i  two  horses  on  Vernon  street 
and  Appian  Way. 

Carney  Hospital,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old 
wooden  stable  for  two  horses,  on  Natiooal  street. 

James  Parker,  for  extension  of  time  in  which  to 
build  a  stable  on  Hairison  avenue. 

John  V.  Apthorp  et  al.,  remonstrance  against 
the  erection  of  a  stable  at  14  Blossom  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Ezra  Farnsworth 
et  al.,  that  the  paving  of  Noith  street  be  contin- 
ued as  far  as  the  North  End  Mission  House. 

Petitions  for  Edgestoaes— By  William  Hannan, 
at  Bowdoin,  corner  of  Green  street,  Ward  16;  Ann 
Connelly,  on  Tremont  street,  near  Heath  ;  Warreu 
Howland,  at  54  Putnam  street. 

Richard  W.  Baker,  for  leave  to  move  a  wooden 
building  from  Providence  Railroad  at  Foiest  Hills 
to  Hvd<>  Park  avenue,  Ward  17. 

Trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery,  that  Walk  Hill 
street  be  repaired. 

G.  W.  Hollis  et  al.,  that  Western  avenue,  Ward 
19,  be  repaiied. 

Gardner,  Stone  &  Co.,  for  leavs  to  maintain  and 
use  a  hoisting  apparatus  ar  No.  4  Commerce 
street. 

Eustis  &  Darling,  for  leave  to  maintain  and 


use  a  hoisting  apparatus  at  No.  5  Commerce 
street. 

Crosby  &  Blaney,  for  leave  to  maintained  use 
a  hoisting  apparatus  at  6  Commerce  street. 

S.  G.  Bowdlear  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  maintain  and 
use  a  hoisting  apparatus  at  17  Commerce  street. 

Petitions  for  brick  sidewalks  m  front  of  estates 
of  Patrick  Meade,  8  Decatur  street,  Charlestown; 
Hannah  Stark,  415  and  421  Third  street;  Rebecca 
W.  Warren,  26  and  28  Renfrew  street;  G. G.  Shaw, 
768-776  Sixth  street;  David  C.  Condon,  72-74  Bax- 
ter street;  Catherine  Lmnehan,6  Decatur  street, 
Charlescown. 

Massachusetts  Homoeopathic  Hospital  et.  al., 
that  the  north  side  of  East  Concord  strf  et  be  put 
in  order. 

N.  S.  Wilbur,  that  gutters  be  paved  on  Albany 
street  and  Harrison  avenue,  near  Eustis  street, 
and  that  the  grade  of  Chadwick  street,  near 
Orchard  park,  be  raised. 

Joseph  R.  Winch  et  al.,  that  Fourth  street, 
between  E  and  F  streets,  be  macadamized  orpaved 
with  wood. 

JAIL    EXPENSES. 

A  requisition  w*s  received  from  the  Sheriff  of 
Suffolk  County  for  $3869.21,  for  expenses  at  the 
jail  during  August.    Ordered  paid. 

THANKS. 

The  rollowing  was  received: 

Boston  Typographical  Union,  No.  13, ) 
Boston,  Aug.  1,  1875.     J 

To  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  Members  of  the 
City  Government  of  Boston:  Gentlemen— I  have 
the  honor  of  transmitting  to  your  honorable  body 
the  thanks  of  this  society  for  the  many  courtesies 
extended  to  the  delegates  to 'the  International 
Typographical  Convention  recently  held  in  this 
city,  more  especially  for  placing  at  our  disposal 
the  Council  Chamber,  in  which  to  hold  its  sessions. 
Respectfully  yours, 
Geo.  W.  H.  Fox, 

Rec.  and  Cor.  Sec'y. 

Read  and  sent  down. 

reports  of  city  officers. 

The  Census.  Communication  from  Sampson, 
Davenport  &  Co.,  tiansinitting  the  census  aggre- 
gates for  1875.  Referred  to  Joint  Soecial  Com- 
mittee on  the  Census  and  Division  of  Wards. 

The  results  are  as  follows: 

Unoccupied  houses 1,931 

Occupied  houses 40,817 

Families 70,475 

Males .162,262 

Females 179,657 

Total  population 34 1 ,919 

Ratabl  e  polls 95,537 

Legal  voters 68,815 

Naturalized  voters 19,934 

Aliens  (males  21  years  of  age  and  upward) 23,639 

Trustees  of  the  Public  Library.  Communica- 
tion transmitting  notice  of  removal  of  Daniel  Sar- 
gent Curtis,  a  member  of  the  b<>ard,  to  Newport, 
R.  I.,  thereby  vacating  his  membership. 

Alaerman  Prescotc— I  suppose  that  this  action 
v,  as  taken  in  consequence  of  my  introducing  au 
order  at  the  last  meeting  for  the  committee  to  in- 
quire and  report  whether  a  vacancy  existf  d  in  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  on  ac- 
count of  removal  fiom  the  State.  I  see  that  it  is 
stated  that  Mr.  Curtis  took  up  his  rs.  idence  in 
Newport  in  the  mouth  of  July.  I  have  seen  a  let- 
ter to  the  Chairxau  of  the  Board  of  Assessors 
dated  April  29,  stating  that  Mr.  Curtis  was  no 
longer  a  citizen  of  this  city  and  could  not  be  taxed. 
So  he  was  not  a  resident  of  Boston  on  the  first  tf 
May,  and  removed  from  this  citj  in  April  instead 
of  July. 

The  report  was  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Puolic  Library. 

cochituate  water  board. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Cochituate  Water 
Board,  for  the  year  ending  April  30, 1875,  was  re- 
ceived. The  board  reports  the  works  in  excellent 
condition,  with  the  exception  of  the  conduit, 
which,  however,  is  apparently  in  no  worse  condi- 
tion than  last  3  ear.  The  water  has  been  drawn 
off  twice  during  the  year,  and  such  examinations 
and  repairs  made  as  the  limited  time  would  allow. 
Owing  to  the  delay  in  the  City  Council  in  the  mat- 
ter of  taking  Sudbury  River  water,  nothiog  has 
been  done  toward  obtaining  an  additional  supply 
of  water,  with  the  exception  of  the  construction 
of  the  rock  tunnel  through  the  Chestnut  Hill 
ridpe.  Immediately  upon  the  passage  of  the 
order  authorizing  the  hoard  to  take  the  Sudbury 
Rivur,  the  old  sluiceway  between  the  river  and 
Farm  Pond,  and  between  Farm  Pond  and  Lake 
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Cochituate,  was  put  in  order,  and  the  water  fiom 
the  river  turned  into  the  lake,  anci  the  board  hope 
with -this  additional  supply  to  katp  the  lake  at 
high-water  mark  throughout  the  year.  During 
the  mouths  of  June  and  July  of  the  present  year, 
a  fourth  pipe  (40  inches  in  aiameter)  will  be  laid 
across  Charles  River,  enabling  the  present  con- 
duit to  delivei  into  the  reservoir  from  one  to  two 
millions  of  gabons  more  per  disnj  than  it  can  at 
the  present  time. 

This,  when  completed,  will  make  four  pipes 
across  the  river,  connecting  the  two  parts  of  the 
conduit,  viz.,  two  of  thirty  inches,  one  of  thirty-six 
inches  and  one  of  forty  inches  ia  diameter,  it  is 
thought  that  with  the  addition  of  this  40  inch  pipe 
a  sut  ply  of  water  can  be  brought  to  Chestnut 
Hill  R:'-er voir  sufficient  to  supply  the  city  until 
the  new  works  are  completed. 

The  year  opened  witu  a  full  lake.*  which  high 
point  was  maiotaioeo  remarkably  well  during 
the  spring  and  early  summer  months,  but  the  ex- 
treme drought  during  July,  August  and  Septem- 
ber made  it  apparent  that  the  supply  tor  the  city 
would  fail  unless  it  could  be  augmented  from 
soma  source. 

In  October  application  was  made  to  the  Mvstn 
Watar  Boaru  for  ass. stance,  which  was  grafted, 
and  that  water  was  turned  into  the  Cochituate 
pipes;  57,000,000  gallons  having  been  furnished, 
MysiicLake  became  so  greatly  reduced  ihat  ic 
was  feared  that  a  sufficiently  large  supply  of 
water  for  its  own  kgnimite  purposes  would  not 
he  left,  should  the  drought  continue. 

During  the  winter  every  effort  was  made  to 
check  the  waste  and  extravagant  use  of  water  by 
the  citizen-,  by  means  of  notices  issued  in  the 
public  papers,  and  by  causing  self-closmg  fixtures 
to  be  put  on  in  all  pieces  where  the  wasts  was 
most  apparent.  During  the  month  of  October  it 
became  evident  that  pumping  at  the  lake  would 
have  to  be  resorted  to,  'he  water  having  fallen 
below  the  top  of  tne  conduit. 

The  pump;  and  engines  teat  had  been  used  in 
1871-72,  having  been  carefully  housed,  were  or- 
dered to  be  nut  in  readiness  for  use.  Tney  were 
set  upon  tn?  platforms  that  had  heen  used  in 
1871-72,  and  pumping  was  begun  on  Dec.  4, 1874, 
the  water  at  that  time  being  at  the  height  ol  four 
feet  eight  inches  in  the  conduit,  from  which  point 
it  continued  to  fall  until  Jan.  30, 1875,  when  ;t  was 
9%  inches  below  the  DOttom  of  the  conduit— the 
lowest  level  of  the  lake  since  its  first  use  as  a 
source  of  supply  for  Boston. 

The  sluiceway  was  opened  and  the  water  from 
Sudbury  River  turnsd  into  the  lake  Jan.  21, 1875, 
but  pumpiog  was  continued  until  March  4. 1875. 

From  Jan.  21  until  May  1  over  1,300,000,000  gal- 
lons were  diverted  from'the  river   into   the  lake, 
equal  to  about  seventv-two  days'  supply  for  the 
city,  and  ounng  this  ,ime  cone  had  bteu  wasted 
by  running  over  the  dam. 
The  total  income  received  for  water  rates 
(including  the  amount  received  for  shut- 
ting off  and  letting  on  water  for  non-pay- 
ment of  rates),  tor  the  year  ending  April 
30,  1875,  as  per  report  of  the  Water  Regis- 
trar, is $1,005,117.10 

Less  amount  paid  Mystic  Water  Board  as 
per  contract '.....  71,497.51 

Balance $933,619.59 


Showing  an  increase  of  income  over  the 
previous  year  of $98,686.62 

The  total  amount  credited  to  Water  Works 
by  the  City  Treasurer  for  the  year  ending 

with  April  30, 1875,  is $1,013,483.27 

The  total  amount  charged  to  water   works  for 

the  year  ending  with  April  30,  1875,  is  as  follows, 

viz.: 

To  current  expenses $462,876.65 

To  interest  and  premium  on  wa- 
ter debt 540,858.77 

$1,003,735.42 

$9,747.85 


Excess  of  income  over  expenditures. 


The   amount   expended  for  construction 
during  the  past  year  was $321 ,975.21 

Amount  expended  on  account  of  Parker    . 
Hill  Reservoir 106,106.23 

Amount  expended  on  account  of  addition- 
al supply ". 224,956.68 

Amount   expended   on  account   of  water 
pipes,  Wards  17  and  19 2,388.59 

$655,426.71 


Less  amount  of  income  over  expendi- 
tures  


9,747.85 


$645,678.86 


Add  cost  of  works  to  May  1,  1874,  as  per 
previous  report 10,141,060.33 

Net  cost  of  water  works  to  May  1, 1875.. .  $10,786,739*09 

Owing  to  the  imperfect  svstem  of  keeping  the 
books,  the  expense  and  construction  ace  >uat3 
have  not  been  properly  separated,  much  that 
should  have  been  charged  to  construction  account 
having  been  charged  to  expense  account. 

This  system  has  been  changed,  and  in  future  the 
two  accounts  will  show  more  correctly. 

From  this  statement  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
works  have  earned  $9,747.85  during  the  past  year, 
after  paying  for  Mystic  water  for  the  city  proper 
$7652.19;  over  $10,000  for  pumping  water  at  the 
lake,  and  fully  $20,000  for  thawing  out  service 
pipes  and  replacing  main  pipes  that  were  burst  by 
the  extreme  cold  of  the  past  winter. 

Notwithstanding  the  large  amount  added  to  the 
cost  ot  the  works  (fully  one-third  being  for  addi- 
tional supply),  the  increased  receipts  compare 
very  favorably  with  the  increased  expenditure  for 
interest  and  pi emium,  as,  leaving  out  of  account 
the  amount  expended  on  the  Chestnur,  H'U  Tunnel 
and  expenses  of  surveying,  the  two  accounts 
would  just  about  balance  each  other. 

In  the  Eastern  Division,  which  comprises  all 
that  part  of  the  wo- k  Ivies:  east  of  the  Brooklirya 
Resetvoir,  twenty-three  miles  of  pipe  were  laid 
during  the  year,  ar>a  358  utop-cocks  weie  put  in. 
The  totallength  of  pipe  laid  from  the  beginning  of 
the  works  until  May  1, 1875,  was  285  miles,  4016  feet, 
the  total  number  of  stop-cocks  3125,and  hydrants  up 
to  the  same  date,  3246.  The  number  of  service  pipes 
laid  duriogthe  vear  wasl245,  making  a  total  to  May 
1, 1875,  of  40,088.  Tha  worfcof  enlargingthe  distri- 
bution pipes  throughout  the  "burnt  di-trio.t"  and 
other  portions  of  the  ciry  has  been  nearly  com- 
pleted, so  thnt  very  little  pine-laying  will  be  called 
for,  for  some  years,  in  the  old  part  of  trie  cit\. 

Of  the  three  low-service  reservoirs,  that  in  East 
Boston  is  the  only  one  wh;ch  will  be  needed  for 
the  future.  In  respect  to  the  Beacon  Hill  Reser- 
ervoir,  it  is  the  recommendation  of  the  board  that 
it  be  sold  -.  s  early  as  practicable,  it  having  ceased 
to  bs  useful  since  the  completion  of  the  high- 
service  reservoir  on  Parker  Hill.  This  last  reser- 
voir was  completed  and  the  water  let  into  it  Nov. 
2, 1874,  ana  is  intended  for  tne  high-service  onlv. 
Its  capacity  is  about  7,000,000  gallons,  and  its  ele- 
vation about  219  teet  above  tiae  marsh  level.  It 
has  been  in  constant  use  during  the  winter  and 
spring  and  proved  to  be  perfectly  tight.  The  total 
cost  of  the  reservoir,  including  gate-house  and 
fence,  but  exclusive  of  the  cost  of  the  land,  which 
has  not  yet  been  settled,  is  $138,797.01.  The  Chest- 
nut Hill  Reservoir  is  in  a  very  satisfactory  condi- 
tion. The  Board  urges  stringent  legislation  to 
preserve  the  purity  ot  the  water. 

The  number  of  water-takers  for  the  ysar  1875  is 
44,676,  being  an  increase  of  2331  since  Jan.  1,  1874. 
The  number  of  cases  where  the  water  was 
turn  ed  off  for  non-pay  me  n  t  of  dues  d  urin  g  the  year 
ending  Jan.  1, 1875,  was  1112,  of  which  number  231 
still  remain  shut  off,  the  oaiaoce  having  had  the 
water  turned  on  upon  payment  of  dues.  The  total 
number  of  meters  now  in  use  is  1092.  The  daily 
average  consumption  of  water  from  Jan.  1,  1874, 
to  Jan.  1, 1875,  was  18,231,590  gallons,  against  17,- 
842,700  during  tha  previous  year.  Thus,  while  the 
number  of  consumers  increased  during  the  past 
year  2331,  against  1567  for  the  previous  year,  the 
amount  consumed  has  increased  but  388,890  gal- 
lons per  day,  against  2,779,300  for  the  previous 
year,  showing  a  much  greater  percentage  of  in- 
crease of  consumers  than  of  the  an  ount  con- 
sumed, resulting  principally  trom  the  new  style  of 
fixtures  that  have  been  placed  upon  hopper  clos- 
ets and  uiinals  throughouf  the  city.  This  saving 
could  be  con-iderably  increased  by  placing  selt- 
closing  faucets  upou  many  other  fixtures  used  in 
private  dwellings.  The  number  of  water  fixtures 
of  all  kinds  on  the  premise?  of  water-takers,  Jan. 
1,  1875,  was  186,874.  showing  an  increase  of  16,593 
during  the  year.  The  report  speaks  in  favor  of  li- 
censing plumbers,  as  a  means  of  securing  su<Ji 
water  fixtures  as  will  cause  the  least  waste. 

Sent  down. 

COLLECTOR'S  DEPARTMENT. 

The  Chairman  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  order  of  the  City  Council  to  provide  an 
appropriation  for  the  Collector's  Department  for 
balance  of  this  financial  year,  would  report  in  the 
accompanying  order  an  appropriation  of  $33,887.78, 
being  the  amount  asked  for  by  the  Committee  on 
the   Treasury   Department  in  a  communication 
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made  to  this  Committee,  to  which  refer- 
ence  is  made  for  details.  We  would  also 
repoit,  to  meet  the  requirements  of  toe  sal- 
ary orders  passed  by  the  City  Council,  certain 
transfers  of"  appropriations  in  the  same  order,  in 
consequence  varying  tie  amount  to  Oe  trans- 
ferred from  the  appropriation  for  the  Treasurer's 
Department  from  that  mentioned  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Treasurer's  Deparcmet-t,  bv  increas- 
ing it  $1000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  trausfer  trom  the 
appropriation  for  Treasurer's  Department  $5741.35, 
and  from  the  Reserved  Fund  $28,146.43,  amounting 
to  $33,887.78,  to  constitute  an  appropriation  for  the 
Collector's  Department  for  the  balance  of  the 
present  financial  year;  also,  $1000  from  the  appro- 
priation for  the  Sinking  b'und  Commissioners  to 
that  for  the  Auditor's  Department,  Auditor's  sal- 
ary; also,  $1000  fiom  the  appropriation  for  the 
Sinking  Fund  Commissioners  to  that  for  the 
Treasury  Depaitment,  Treasurer's  salarv 

To  the  Committee  on  Finance — The  Committee 
on  the  Treasury  Department  beg  leave  to  repre- 
sent that,  an  appropriation  of  $33,887.78  will  be  re- 
quired to  covd  the  estimated  expenditures  on  ac- 
count of  the  Collector's  Deoartment  fiom  Aug.  9, 
18,75—  the  date  at  which  the  department  was  or- 
ganized—to  the  31st  of  March,  1876,  the  date  to 
which  payments  are  made  from  the  appropriation 
for  the  present  financial  year.  The  salaries  upon 
■which  this  estimate  is  based  aie  as  follows:  fhe 
City  Collector,  $5000  per  annum;  a  Chief  Clerk, 
$3000;  a  Fust  Assistant  Clerk,  $1800;  a  Second 
Assistant  Clerk,  $1600;  a  Teller,  $1700 ;  a  Deputy 
Collector  in  the  P  acer  Department,  $2500*;  aDep- 
uty  Collector  in  the  office,  $1600;  sixteen  Deputy 
Collectors  for  outsido  duty,  $1700  eachj;  a  Book- 
keeper, $1600. 

The  Deputy  Collectors  have  heretofore  been 
compensated  for  their  services  by  fees  established 
by  the  General  Statutes.  Under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  176  of  the  acts  of  tne  present  year,  all 
fees,  charges,  and  commi-sions  of  every  kind  and 
description  allowed  by  law  for  the  C"lleetiou  of 
taxes,  beuerinent  rates  and  assessments,  are  to 
be  paid  after  the  1st  of  Seotember  into  the  city 
treasury,  and  the  Deputy  Collectors  are  to  receive 
such  compensation  as  the  City  Council  shall  from 
time  to  time  determine.  The  amount  of  the  fees 
received  from  Aug.  1,  1874,  to  Aug.  1, 1875,  was 
$33,110.68;  and  tbe  average  annual  compensation 
heretofore  received  from  this  source  by  the  sev- 
eral Deputy  Collectors  has  been  about  $1750.  The 
committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  compensation 
which  they  have  designated,  namely,  $1700  per 
annum,  is  ample,  and  that  active,  intelligent  and 
trustworthy  men  ran  be  obtained,  who,  for  that 
sum,  will  devota  their  whole  time  to  the  service 
of  the  city. 

The  appropriation  made  for  the  Treasurer's  De- 
partment during  the  present  financial  year  was 
$34,300,  the  Treasurer's"  salary  being  reckoned  at 
$5000.  There  had  been  expet>ded  to  Aug.  8,  in- 
clusive, $11,378.65,  leaving  an  unexpended  balance 
of  $22,921.35.  The  estimated  amount  lequiiedfor 
salaries  m  that  department  during  the  remainder 
of  the  financial  year,  including  the  Treasurer's 
salarv  at  the  late  of  $6000  per  annum,  is  $15,080; 
for  transportation, printing, stationery, etc.,  $1100; 
for  extra  clerks  employed  under  the  direction  of 
the  Treasury  Committee  in  preparing  a  schedule 
of  unpaid  taxes  and  assessments  due  at  the  date 
the  Collector's  office  was  organized,  $2000;  total, 
$18,180.  It  appears,  therefore,  that  the  appropri- 
ation for  the  Treasurer's  Denartment  will  exceed 
the  expenses  to  the  extent  of  $4741.35,  and  the 
committee  would  recommend  the  transfer  of  that 
amount  to  an  appropriation  for  the  Collector's 
Department. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  O.  Bigelow,  Chairman. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed— yeas  12 
nays  0.    Sent  down. 

LICENSES. 

Aldeiman  Bigelow  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses,  as  follows: 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted— Thayer  &  Tomp- 
kins, Boston  Theatre;  Rich  &  Stetson,  Howard 
Athenaeum. 

Dealers  in  Second  Hand  Articles  Licensed- 
James  G.  Kelley,  142%  Pleasant  street;  Francis 
Hildebrand,  152  Dover  strtet;  Hannah  H.  Bryden, 

*  Note— The  Deputy  Collector  in  the  Water  Depart- 
ment is  paid  from  the  appropriation  for  Water  Works. 

t  The  salaries  of  the  deputies  are  to  begin  Sept.  1. 
They  were  paid  by  fees  to  that  date. 


302  Washington  street;  F.  S.  Smith,  687  Washing- 
ton street;  William  J.Hall,  35  Bromfield  street, 
transfer  from  George  Brown. 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted— E.  Andrews  &  Son, 
404  Atlantic  avenue ;  G.  D.  Bullard,  Henley  street; 
G.  S.  &  W.  F.  Howe,  15  Hunuemau  street. 

Billiard  Licenses  Granted— Vincent  Modee,  41 
Hanover  street;  S.  A.Hancock,  107  Cambridge 
street;  William  Hohmeyer,  Green  street,  Jamaica 
Plain  ;Brockwav  Brothers,  J 166  Washington  strest: 
J.  P.  Draper,  Clarendon  Hotel ;  Edward  Daniels,  7 
Green  street. 

Carriage  License  Refused —Louis  H.  Bontlli, 
corner  Park  and  Tremont  streets. 

Hack  Licenses  Granted— James  J.  Cavanaugh, 
124  Knetland  street:  Robert  Chester,  corner  Milk 
and  Congress  street • ;  Cnatles  H.  Luut  (minor). 

Severally  accepted. 

•  LAND  DAMAGES,  ETC. 

Alderman  Harris,  from  the  Committee  on 
Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  the 
orders  to  pay  for  land  damages,  as  follows: 
John  W.  Beals,  $3500,  widening  of  Devonshire 
street,  on  condition  of  his  paying  the  better- 
ments assessed  to  his  estate  for  the  widening  of 
Summer  and  Devor shire  streets;  Charles  H.  and 
Francis  C.  Hersey,  $5317.50,  laying  out  of  Swett 
street;  Otis  Shenard,  $5346.25,  laying  out  Swett 
stieet:  Christina  Kammerer,  $2817.50,  laying  out 
Swett  stieet;  Oliv-r  Ditson,  $205.80,  widening  of 
Bowdoin  street;  Michael  Riley.  $386.50,  for  land 
taken  in  name  of  M.  and  P.  A.  Riley,  in  widening 
Shawmut  avenue.  Severally  read  twice  and 
passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  assessment  of  betterment  of 
$100,  laid  by  an  order  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  late 
town  of  Brighton  of  Dec.  19, 1873,  upon  the  estate 
of  Senaca  V.  Collins,  on  Bigelow  street,  for  the 
laying  out  of  said  afreet  by  the  town  of  Brighton, 
Aug.  7,  1873,  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  for 
cause,  abated  in  full. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

SWEXT  STBEET. 

Alderman  Harris  offered  the  following: 

Ordeed,  That  oermission  be  granted  to  the  con- 
tractors for  building  Swett  street  to  lay  down 
railroad  tacksfor  temporary  use  in  Dorchester 
avenue  and  Boston  street,  the  form  of  the  rails 
and  the  location  anfi  manner  of  laying  the  same 
to  bt  approved  by  the  Superintendent  of  Streets, 
said  track  to  be  removed  by  said  contractors  as 
soon  as  the  work  of  building  said  street  is  com- 
pleted, and  the  strert  and  avenue  through  which 
they  were  laid  to  be  placed  in  a  condition  satis- 
factory to  said  Superintendent. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Subsequently  Alderman  Stebbins  moved  a  le- 
consideration  of  the  order  in  order  to  offer  an 
amendment  providing  for  rhe  safety  of  persons  in 
the  vicinity  of  streets  ciossed  by  the  track,  as  was 
done  on  the  Northampton-street  district.  The 
recoo'ideration  prevailed,  and  on  motion  of  Alder- 
man Stebbins  the  ordei  was  amended  !bv  adding 
the  words — 

"And  said  contractors  shall  statioa  flagman  at 
the  crossings  of  any  public  or  private  streets  to 
give  suitable  warning  of  the  approach  of  gravel 
trains." 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  oirie.-  as 
amended  vas  passed,  aftei  the  Chaiiman  explain- 
ed, in  reply  to  a  question  by  Alderman  Power, that 
the  track  could  be  used  for  no  other  purpose,  and 
must  be  removed  as  soon  as  the  work  is  com- 
pleted. 

BOSTON,  REVERE  BEACH  &  LYNN  RAILROAD  DAM- 
AGES. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Board 
with  the  following: 

On  petition;!  of  DeDnis  Nolan,  Jeremiah  Crow- 
ley, Francis  McGrath,  John  G.  McD&vitt,  C.  P. 
Pike,  Sr.,  C.  P.  Pike,  Jr.,  David  Roche,  Daniel 
Griffin,  Jo-eph  Higgino,  Jeremiah  Doherty,  Den- 
nis F.  Flinn,  Budget  Kelley,  John  McLaughlin, 
Patrick  Savage,  dames  Allen,  John  Doyln,  Joseph 
Donvarro,  W-  J.  Hurley,  William  Burke,  C.  W. 
Ryan,  Dennis  Noland,  Joseph  Hancock,  James 
Noland,  John  FL  Hancock,  Patrick  Flanagan,  Mi- 
chael Flanagan,  John  Zwinge,  Thomas  F.  Flynn, 
John  Doherty,  John  C.C>owley,  owners  of  land 
at  East  Boston  over  and  near  which  the  Boston, 
Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad  have  located  and 
constructed  their  said  railroad,  that  this  Board 
would  esriinate  the  damages  sustained  by  them 
respectively  from  said  location  and  construction 
of"  said  railroad,  it  is  hereby 
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Ordered,  That  the  said  parties,  with  the  Boston, 
Revere  Beach  &  L-?nn  Railroad  Company,  b3  r  oti- 
fied  to  appear  befo  e  this  Board  on  MDuday,  the 
20th  day  of  September  now  next,  at  four  o'clock 
P.  M.,  at  which  time  this  Board  will  proceed  to  es.- 
timate  the  damages  as  prayed  tor  by  said  petition- 
ers, aod  will  also  take  such  other  measures  m  the 
premises  as  are  by  the  lawsof  this  Commonwealth 
provided  in  such  cases. 

Parsed. 

FUNERAL  OF  BARNEY  HULL. 

A.  petition  was  received  from  the  National  Lan- 
cers, requesting  that  Court  square  be  closed  dur- 
ing toe  passage  of  the  procession  at  the  funeral 
of  Barney  Hull,  and  Alderman  Worthington  of- 
fered the  following:: 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief  of  Police  be  author- 
ized and  directed  to  close  Court  square  against 
the  passage  of  all  teams  and  carriages  not  con- 
nected with  the  funeral  procession  ot  Barney 
Hull,  on  Wednesday,  the  first  day  of  September, 
at  12.30  P.  M.,  and  to  keep  the  same  closed  until 
the  funeral  proces&ion  has  passed  out. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

COMMON  AND  PUBLIC  GROUNDS  AND    TREES. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  the  following  fiom 
the  Committse  on  Common  on  the  part  of  the 
Board : 

Reports  recommending  that  permits  be  granted 
to  remove  trees  at  their  own  expense,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Superintendent  of  Common,  etc., 
to  A.  W.  Perrin,  two  trees,  Blue  Hill  avenue,  near 
Qui ocy  street;  Samuel  G.  Reed,  tree  in  front  of 
block  between  West  Dedham  and  Pelham  streets. 
Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Common  and  Public  Grounds,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  ano 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  for  labor, 
in  addition  to  the  appropriations  heretofore  made, 
a  sum  not  exceeding  $8000 ;  said  sum  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Common  and  Public 
Grounds. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

Report  on  petition  of  John  Maguire,  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  following;: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  ot  Streets  be 
dii  ecteo  to  remove  the  tree  uow  standing  in  front 
of  the  premises  numbered  638  Main  street,  in 
Charlestown, 

Read  once. 

MERIDIAN-STREET  BRIDGE. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  kou 
Bridges,  submitted  tbe  following: 

Ordered,  That  Meridian-street  Bridge  be  dosed 
to  public  trrvel  on  Wednesday,  the  first  day  of 
September,  and  remaio  closed  until  the  repairs 
thereon  are  completed. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

MILLDAM  ROADWAY. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  following: 
Ordered:  That  the  City  Engineer  examine  aod 
report  to  this  Board  if  the  action  of  the  Board  of 
Health  in  depositing  masses  of  stone  in  the  sluice- 
way of  the  Mill  i  am  tends  in  any  way  to  weaken 
or  impair  the  roadway  of  Beacon  street  in  that 
vicinity. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

STA.BLES. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  reports  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board 
recommending  the  granting  ot  leave  to  occupy 
stables,  on  the  usual  conditions,  by  Benjamin 
Wood, Shepard street, Ward  19;  NathanielAoams, 
"Wilmot  stieet,  Highlands;  L.  W.  Shaw,  63  Bristol 
street. 

Also  report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  Harvey  J.  Flanders  to  occupy  stable  on 
Willow  court,  Ward  16. 

Severally  accepted. 

STORAGE  OF  NAPHTHA. 

Alderman  Quincy  submitted  a  report  from  tbe 
Committee  on  Fire  Department  on  the  part  of  the 
Board,  in  favor  ot  granting  the  petition  of  J.  R. 
Bartlett  &  Co.,  tor  leave  to  store  naphtha  upon 
Central  whaif ,  upon  compliance  with  section  3  of 
the  ordinance  relating  to  petroletlm.    Acceptea. 

BILL    ALLOWED. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  bill  of  John  E.  Blakemore, 
amounting  to   $8.64,  for  materials  furnished  the 
Paving  Department,  be  allowed  for  payment  by 
the  Auditor  of  Accounts. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sett  down. 


LAMP  DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Stebbins,  from  the  Committee  on 
Lamps,  submitted  the  following : 

Ordered.  That  there  be  and  hereby  is  transferred' 
from  the  appropi  lation  for  castings  to  the  appro- 
priation for  tools  for  tee  Lamp  Department  the 
sum  of  $100. 

Read  twice  and  passed— yeas  12,  nays  0.  Seat 
down. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE. 

At  four  o'clock  tbe  Board  took  up  the  o  ders  of 
notice  for  hearings  on  expediency  of  constructing 
sewers  in  Woodville  square,  near  Blue  Hill  ave- 
nue; in  Water  street,  Chailestown,  between 
Chamber  stieet  and  Charles  River  avenue;  in 
Harrison  avenue,  betwpen  Haivaid  and  K  eeland 
streets.  No  one  appeared  to  object,  and  the  or- 
ders were  recommitted  to  the  Committee  pu  Sew- 
ers. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  the  following  from  . 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Report  in  favor  of  granting  permit  to  Daniel 
Cram  to  move  wooden  building  aloug  Maverick 
street,  on  the  usual  conditions.    Accepted. 

Repoit  recommending  lewe  to  withdraw  on  oe-  . 
tion  of  Leopold  Morse  &  Co.  et  al.,  in  aid  of  peti- 
tion of  Middlesex  Railroad.    Accepted. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  Middlesex  Railroa.d  Company,  for 
leave  to  connect  trad'  in  State  street  with*  track 
of  Metropolitan  Railroad  on  Washington  street, 
also  uo  connect  tiacks  in  Devonshire  and  State 
streets;  also,  for  permanent  location  on  State  and 
Devonshire  streets.    Accepted. 

Report  and  order  of  notice  of  hearing  on  Mon- 
day, Sept.  20,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  expediency 
of  granting  leave  to  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
papy,  to  lay  turnout  tracks  onTreniont  street  near 
railroad  crossing,  and  on  Hancock  street, Ward  16. 
Order  passed. 

Ordered,  Toat  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  North  street  from  Richmond  to 
Sun-court  streets,  with  small  granite  blocks.  Es- 
timated cost  $6000. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  ot  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones,  aod 
pave  the  gutters  on  Dorchester  avenue  from  the 
South  Boston  line  to  Savin  Hill  avenue,  also  to 
macadamize  tbe  road  vi ay  and  build  the  cesspools 
necessary  to  provide  for  the  surface  drainage  of 
said  avenue;  and  to  report  to  this  Board  a  sched- 
ule of  the  cost  of  furnishing  and  setting  said 
edgestones. 

Read  twice  and  pas>ed. 

Ordered,  Thau  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  the  gutters  on  Newbury  street, 
betweeu  Berkeley  and  Clarendon  streets.  Esti- 
mated cost  $1700. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  and  macadamize  Savin  Hill  ave- 
nue, as  recently  widened  by  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners,  from  Pleasant  street  to  the  Old 
Colony  Railroad  ;  also  to  furnish  and  set  the  edge- 
stones  and  pavs  the  gutters  on  said  avenue,  and 
to  report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  of 
furnishing  and  setting  said  edgestones. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
diiected  to  construct  a  retaining;  wall  at  the  west- 
erly end  of  Holyofce  street,  on  the  lite  of  the  Bos- 
ton &  Providence  Railroad.    Estimated  cost  $4000. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edg^stonej  and 
pave  the  sidewalks  with  brick  on  Bolton  street, 
between  C  and  D  streets;  also  to  pave  the  road- 
way of  said  street  with  burnettized  spruce  blocks. 
Estimated  cost  $4000. 

Read  t  /nee  and  passed. 

Reports  and  orders  for  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  in  front  of 
estates  of  William  Goldsmith,  on  Gore  avenue; 
Joseph  S.  Hyde,  on  Bowdoin  street;  Judith  Bus- 
sey,  on  Adams  street,  near  Dorchester  avenue; 
the  city  of  Boston,  on  Warreaton  street.  Orders 
read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  and  orders  for  tbe  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  and  pave 
the  sidewalks  with  brick  in  fror.t  ot  estates  of 
Jane  P.  Mecuen,  5  Marcella  street;  George  F. 
Baker,  51  and  53  Hammond  street;  Devine  & 
Fagan,  Hammond  arid  Warwick  streets.  Orders 
read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  ana  ordeis  for  the   Superintendent  of 
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Streets  to  ps. ve  the  sidewalk  wich  brick  in  front 
of  estate  ot  W.  Cobb,  543  Dudley  street;  Jobn  J. 
Merrill,  on  "Wan en  street,  opposite  Edgewood 
street;  William  iilanchard,  70  Lambert  avenue; 
Louisa  A.  Kohl  aod  "Wiliiam  H.  Ladd,  3  and  5 
Elmwood  street;  Fiaukiin  J.  Clark,  on  West  Cot- 
cage  street;  A.  McDermott,  on  Hampshire  aod 
Dudley  streets.    Orders  read  twice  and  passed. 

Repoit  aDO  order  granting  permission  to  Conti- 
nental Sugar  Refinery  to  lay  an  iron  pipe  though 
First  street,  boutn  Boston,  from  the  refinery  co 
South  Boston  Iron  Company's  whart,  for  tue  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  a  supply  ot  *alt  watei  for  man- 
ufacturing pvuposes,  upon  ihe  usual  conditions. 
Order  lead  twice  ai  d  pa-sed. 

Orderea,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  p-;,ve  the  sidewalks  with  brick  on 
Bromley  fark,  Parker,  Bromley,  Albert  and  Old 
Heath  screets,  ano  to  report  to  this  Board  a  sched- 
ule of  tbe  cost  thereof. 

Read  tvice  and  passed. 

Oideied,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
dirsctad  to  pave  the  sidewalks  with  brick  on  the 
east°rly  side  of  Marioo  street,  between  Havre  and 
Bennington  streets,  and  to  report  to  this  Board  a 
schedule  ot  the  cost  thereof. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  tbe  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Sewers: 

Ordeis  of  notice  of  beariigs  on  Monday  next  at 
four  o'clock  P.  M.,on  expediency  of  constructing 
sewers  m  Fifti  strtet,  between  H  and  I  streets; 
in  biftb  street,  between  P  and  Q  streets;  and  in  Q 
street  between  Fifth  street  and  tide  water;  in 
Bremen  street,  between  Brooks  and  Putnam 
streets;  in  Roslm  street,  Roxbury ;  in  Maverick 
street,  between  Lamson  and  Jeffries  streets.  Sev- 
erally passed. 

Report  recommending  reference  to  Committee 
on  Harbor  of  petition  of  Clark  B.  Wood  et  al., 
that  ihe  sewers  discharging  through  Poplar  and 
adjacent  streets  be  dredged  at  their  openings  into 
the  docks.  Accepted  and  reference  ordered.  Sent 
down. 

Repoit  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  petition 
of  Nathaniel  G-.  Sim oods,  that  the  Cbeisea-streec 
sewer  be  extended.    Accepted. 

Orders  for  the  construction  of  sewers  as  fol- 
lows: In  Thoruley  stieet;  in  Bower  street,  be- 
tvveen Shermao  and  Laurel  streets;  in  Harrison 
avenue,  between  Kneelaud  and  Harvard  streets; 
in  "Woodvilie  square,  near  Blue  Hill  avenue.  Sev- 
erally read  twice  and  passed. 

SAFE  FOE  TREASURY. 

Alderman  Prescott  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  feat  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  furnish  an  additional  fire 
and  burglar  proof  safe  fcr  tbe  Treasurer's  office, 
City  Hall,  the  expense  attending  toe  same  to  be 
charged  to  tbe  appropriatioa  for  Public  Build- 
ings. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

ADDITIONAL  COURT  ROOM. 

Alderrnrn  Prescott  submitted  a  report  from  tbe 
Committee  on  County  Buildings,  on  request  of 
Superior  Court  for  additional  room,  recommend- 
ing the  passage  of  tbe  following: 

Ordered,  that  until  otherwise  ordered,  the  room 
in  the  basement  of  the  Court  House  occupied  by 
the  law  reporters  ot  the  Supreme  Court  be  set 
apart  for  the  accommodation  of  che  Superior 
Court  for  trials  by  jusiices  without  juries;  also, 
that  said  law  reporter*  removed  from  their  room 
in  the  basement  be  provided  for  in  room  number- 
ed fif  reen,  on  the  third  flooi  of  said  Court  House 
building. 

Read  twice  and  pa«sed. 

VEGETABLE  MARKET. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott,  the  order  for 
the  Comruittee  on  Markets  to  assign  stands  and 
establish  rates  therefor  at  the  new  vegetable  mar- 
ket on  Mercantile-wharf  property  was  taken  from 
the  table.  Aldeiman  Prescott  moved  to  amend 
rhe  order  by  striking  out  the  last  line  and  insert- 
ing the  words,  "aod  deliver  the  same  to  the  Col- 
lector as  required  by  ordinauce." 

Alderman  Prescott — The  only  change  is  mo>e 
explicitly  requiring  monthly  payments  to  the  Col- 
lector as  required  by  ordinance,  in  case  any  ques- 
tion should  be  raised. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Alderman  Burrage— I  would  also  move  to  amend 
by  inserting  the  word  "monthly,"  to  conform  to 
section  4  of  the  ordinance.  Is  there  any  objection 
to  the  collections  being  made  monthly?    If  the 


leasts  are  already  made  to  be  paid  quar  erly,  I 
suppose  that  could  not  ba  done;  though  I  think  it 
would  be  better. 

Alderman  Prescott— So  far  as  the  leases  are  con- 
cerned, the  rents  from  stalls  are  paid  into  the  city 
treasury  monthly;  but  it  vvoulc.  seem  to  be  un- 
wise to  insist  ou  it  in  ieffard  to  these  stands.  Ail 
the  rents  tor  the  stands  on  the  India-wharf 
grounds  were  paid  in  advance  at  the  beginning  of 
tne  year,  the  amounts  perhaps  being  $75  or  $100.  ' 
The  rents  that  will  be  received  trom  the  stalls  on 
tbe  new  grounds  will  be  comparatively  small, and 
the  committee  have  not  deemed  it  for' the  interest 
of  the  city  to  have  then  paid  yearly  in  advance, 
but  if  it  should  prove  to  be  for  the  interest  of  the 
city  i  o  have  them  paid  monthly,  there  would  be 
no'  objection  to  it.  It  seeems  to  me  that  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  f'om  "Ward  10 
would  not  be  advantageous  to  the  city  now. 

Alderman  Burrage  withdrew  his  ame>  dment, 
and  the  order  as  amended  was  passed. 

ENGINE   HOUSE  IN  WARD  FIFTEEN. 

On  motion  or  Aldeiman  Prescott,  his  motion  to 
reconsider  the  order  for  the  purchase  of  land  on 
Washington  street.  Ward  15,  as  a  sits  for  an  engine 
house,  wps  taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  made  tht  motion  to  re- 
consider at  the  last  meeting  because  some  ques- 
tion had  been  raised  io  regard  to  tbe  price  pro- 
posed to  be  paid  for  the  land,  and  it  was  lain,  on 
the  table  at  my  suggestion,  because  the  chairman 
of  the  sub-coiBtnittt  e  [Alderman  Pope]  was  not 
present.  After  looking  into  the  matter,  since  that 
time,  aod  after  consultation  with  the  chairman 
of  the  sub-committee,  the  Fire.  Commissioners 
and  Assessors,  I  have  concluded  that  no  more 
advantageous  purchase  can  be  made  i  y  tha":  local- 
ity. The  older  provides  for  the  purchase  of  3800 
feet  of  land  at  eighty  cents  a  foot,  which  is  taxed 
at  fifty-five  or  sixty  cents  a  foot.  Therefore,  if 
there  is  no  objectibt,  I  desire  to  withdraw  the 
motio    to  reconsider. 

The  motion  was  withdrawn. 

METROPOLITAN  TRACKS  IN  COURT  STREET. 

Among  the  Paving  Committee's  reports  sub- 
mitted by  Alderman  Power,  was  one  recommend- 
ing the  passage  of  the  following: 

Upon  ihe  petitions  of  Charles  P.Donnelly  et  al , 
and  James  Sturgis  et  al.,  for  the  removal  of  the 
tracks  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  rrom  Court 
street,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  due  notice  be  given  to  ihe  Metro- 
politan Railroad  Company  and  to  all  persons  inter- 
ested, tha.t  this  Board  will  ou  Monday,  the  20th  of 
Sept  mber,  at  four  o'clock  P.M.,  consider  the 
expeaiency  of  granting-  the  prayer  of  said  peti- 
tioners, when  any  j  erson  objecting  thereto  may 
appear  and  be  heard;  said  notice  to  be  given  by 
the  publication  of  copies  of  said  petitions,  with 
this  order  of  notice  theieon,  in  the  Boston  Daily 
Advertiser,  Traveller  and  Traascript. 

Passed. 

Subsequently  Alderman  Prescotc  moved  a  re- 
consideration of  the  vote  by  which  the  order  was 
passed,  saying: 

It  seems  to  me  rhe  order  only  passed  this  Board 
by  dsrault,  during  the  hurry  of  routine  business, 
possibly  because  the  after  tir.n  ot  members  had 
not  beeo  drawn  particularly  to  it.  It  seems  to  me 
to  be  an  entirely  unprecedented  proceeding.  It 
was,  I  tbink,  m  the  'after  part  of  May  or  the  eaily 
part  of  June  that  this  matter  of  the  removal  of 
the  tracks  in  Court  street  was  brought  before  this 
Board;  a  public  hearing  was  given  and  the  Board 
acted  on  tog  matter.  Subsequently  a  reconsider- 
ation prevailed,  the  matter  was  recommitted  to 
the  Committee  on  Paving,  who  gave  a  pubiic 
heating  and  reported,  in  favor  of  the  removal.  It 
vtas  discussed  again  aLd  again  in  this  Board,  and 
finally  settled  adversely  to  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee. This  matter  has  certainly  beeo  more  thor- 
oughly discussed  andhas  taken  up  more  time  than 
any  other  during  che  present  municipal  year.  An 
order  bas  also  been  passed  tor  the  Superintendent 
of  Streets  to  pave  Court  street  with  wood;  but 
after  that  action  there  came  in  a  petition  for  the 
very  thing  which  had  twice  been  acted  upon.  It 
is  a  question  in  my  mind — but  I  do  not  make  a 
point  of  that— whether  it  is  a  parliamentary  pro- 
ceeding to  e  jfcertain  this  subject  again.  We  have 
taken  up  much  time  in  avscussiDg  this  same  mat- 
ter which  is  now  brought  up  anew,  simply  by 
other  petitioneis,  It  hardly  seems  to  me  that  the 
committee,  differing  as  they  do  from  the  opinion 
of  the  Board,  should  attempt  to  cake  up  more 
time  in  tbe  discussion  of  rhis  subject.  I  see 
coupled  with  the  petition  of    Mr.   Donnelly   and 
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others,  for  the  removal  of  the  tracks,  a  request 
that  Court  street  be  paved  with  wood.  If  we  are  to 
discuss  it  again,  let  us  take  up  the  question  of  pav- 
ing, as  the  removal  of  the  tiacks  has  occupied  time 
enough.  This  proceeding  seems  entirely  unprece- 
dented, and  I  hardly  think  our  City  Clerk  will  fl  ad 
a  precedent  for  it  on  his  records.  The  Committee 
on  Paving  have  alsoieported  adversely  on  the  pe- 
tition of  the  Middlesex  Railroad  for  a  permanent 
track  on  State  and  Devonshire  street* ;  I  suppose 
it  other  parties  snoutd  come  in  and  ask  tor  that, 
the  committee  would  report  another  order  of  no- 
tice and  reopen  that  case.  I  can  hardly  see  the 
necessity  for  our  reopening  this  case,  and  inas- 
much as  the  matter  was  passed  upou  inadvertent- 
ly I  move  the  reconsideration. 

Alderman  Power— Members  of  the  Board  would 
infer  from  the  remaiks  of  the  Alderman  who  has 
just  taken  hi*  seat  that  the  Committee  on  Paving 
had  persisted  in  biiDging  this  matter  up  anew  af- 
ter they  had  been  fairly  and  honorably  beaten. 
They  have  nothing  to  do  with  reopening  this 
matter.  I  certainly  am  no  parts  to  bringing 
this  matter  before  the  Boaid  again  and 
I  am  also  assured  by  the  other  members 
of  the  committee  that  they  have  had  nothing 
to  do  with  it.  The  matter  hart  been  decided,  and 
the  committee  were  content  to  let  it  go  so ;  but  it 
came  here  again  alone,  and  not  coupled  with  an- 
other matter,  as  it  was  before,  and  without  aDy 
connivance  or  assistance  from  the  committee.  As 
the  committee  bad  placed  themst-lves  oa  record  m 
favor  of  the  removal  of  the  tracks  from  Court 
street, it  didn't  become  them  to  report  leave  to 
withdraw  on  this  petition.  We  did  not  desire  to 
appear  as  acting  differeutlyfroni  our  opinions,  and 
we  saw  no  other  course  to  pursue  except  to  report 
an  order  of  notice.  The  Middlesex  Railroad  peti- 
tion came  before  us  as  a  separate  matter,in  a  new 
shape,  the  company  requesting  a  permanent  loca- 
tion. '  We  have  reported  on  that,  as  we  weie 
bouod  to  do,  and  we  reported  against  it,  the  same 
as  we  had  voted  D6fore.  It  was  for  thi«  Board  to 
accept  or  reject  the  report,  as  they  saw  fit.  We 
had  no  intention  of  forcing  the  matter  on 
the  Board,  for  we  had  no  reason  to  ex- 
pect a  result  different  from  the  Dtevious  vote. 
The  petition  came  here,  was  ieterred  to  us  and  we 
reported  according  to  our  convictions,  in  the  usual 
way;  and  it  is  for  the  Board  to  say  whether  an 
order  ot  notice  shall  issue  or  not. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  did  not  intend  to  have 
any  gentleman  infer  that  I  thought  there  was  any 
connivance  on  tbe  part  of  the  committee  in  re- 
gard to  this  matter;  I  kuew  that,  without  the 
chairman  stating  it.  I  simply  etated  that  it  was 
an  unusual  and  unprecedented  proceeding  and  I 
believe  that  if  the  chairman  of  the  Paving  Com- 
mittee will  examine  the  records  for  the  past  fifty 
years,  or  since  the  city  was  incorporated,  he  will 
find  no  justification  for  such  a  course  as  this.  . 
This  matter  has  been  discussed  ?ince  last  June 
and  taken  up  more  time  than  any  other  that  has 
been  acted  on.  The  members 'of  the  Paving 
Committee  have  stated — and  it  i^  here  ia 
print — that  it  was  necessary  to  settle  this 
matter  soon,  because  Conrt  street  needed  repay- 
ing ;  that  there  wer^  holes  in  it,  and  that  the  road- 
way was  in  very  generally  bad  repair.  I  think  the 
Alderman  from  Waid  10  laid  particular  stress 
upon  that  point;  yet,  just  as  the  matter  bas  been 
settled,  here  comes  in  an  order  of  notice  to  go 
over  the  whole  thing  again,  Shall  we  take  up  the 
time  of  this  Board,  month  after  month,  iu  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  matter?  I  didn't  meaa  to  say 
there  is  any  connivance  on  the  part  of  the  com- 
mittee, but  there  is  a  persistency  on  the  part  of 
one  corporation  to  have  this  thing  accomplished. 
Every  gentleman  knows  what  coiporation  I  refer 
to.  The  Board  have  shown  that  thev  do  not  agree 
with  ths  lepoit  of  the  committee.  There  is  an 
honest,  and,  I  believe,  an  intelligent  difference  of 
opinion  among  the  members  of  the  Board  on  this 
subject;  and  I  see  no  reason  why,  if  we  reopen  the 
case  and  give  public  hearings, we  cannot  do  so  upon 
every  public  matter.  Coupled  with  this  petition  is  a 
request  lor  the  paving  of  Court  street  with  wood. 
There  is  no  necessity  for  such  a  jDetilion,  as  that 
has  already  bee  a  ordered ;  and  if  anything  is  to  br 
said  on  the  paving  of  Couit  street,  I  hope  we  shall 
hear  something  of  the  comparative  benefits  of 
wood  pavement,  burnettized  spruce  blocks,  and 
macadamized  roads.  This  proceeding  is  entirely 
unusual  and  I  tiust  we  shall  stop  it.  If  we  go  on 
this  way,  there  would  never  be  an  end  to  it. 

Alderman  Burrage— It  is  true,  as  the  Alderman 

from  Ward  9  has  said,  that  I  urged  the  importance 

'  of  speedy  action;   but  it   then   seemed    apparent 


that  the  action  of  the  Board  would  be  different 
from  what  it  subsequently  was— eight  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  tracks,  and  four  against.  The  sub- 
sequent action  ot  the  Board  was  very  surprising 
to  me.  As  the  chairman  of  the  committee  has 
said,  there  did  n't  seem  to  be  any  other  course  for 
the  committee  except  to  leport  as  they  did. 
They  are  in  favor  of  having  the  tiack 
tak6n  up,  and  to  accomplish  that  we  must 
report  an  order  of  notice.  The  Alderinnn  will 
acknowledge  the  right  of  petition.  Citizens  have 
the  right  to  ask  that  certain  things  be  done.  Cir- 
cumstances may  have  changed  since  the  tiist  peti- 
tion came  in  here.  I  would  remind  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  9  that  the  chief  argument  used  by  him 
for  a  reconsideration  was  that,  only  one  side  had 
been  heard— the  side  of  the  roads.  The  president 
ot  the  road  gave  his  view  of  the  case  in  a  subse- 
quent hearing  before  the  committee.  The  Board 
can  take  such  action  as  they  deem  best.  If  I  rec- 
ollect rightly,  the  terms  of  the  petition  are  differ- 
ent from  the  other.  This  petition  is  tor  the  re- 
moval of  ll  e  track  from  Tremont  street  to  Wash- 
ington street;  the  other  one  was  from  Scollay 
square  to  Washington  street.  The  difference  is 
merely  technical,  however.  The  street  is 
in  a  bad  condition,  though  not  so  bad  as 
it  was  then,  because  it  has  been  repaired 
somewhat.  It  is  important  to  have  the  nave- 
inert  relaid,  but  it  is  more  importaat  to  have  the 
tracks  removed,  if  that  can  ba  accomplished  by 
the  delay  of  a  weekortwo.  The  track  is  a  great 
nuisance  to  the  public,  and  seven-eigh  chs  of  the 
public  think  so.  It  is  n't  only  one  corporation 
who  think  so. 

Ai  derma  a  Power— As  I  have  remarked,  Alder- 
men can  see  that  this  matter  comes  here  now 
separated  from  the  other  matter  with  which  it 
was  origin  all v  connected.  It  is  perfectly  proper 
that  it  should  come  here,  and  the  committee  had 
ijo  other  course  to  pursue,  unless  they  allowed  the 
inference  to  be  made  that  they  had  changed  their 
minds  after  making  a  fight  to  have  these  tracks 
removed.  For  one,  I  do  not  wish  it  to  be  under- 
stood that  I  had  changed  my  mind  on  this  sub- 
ject. Tee  committee  feel  that  they  have  done 
their  duty,  and  if  this  Board  don't  wish 
an  order  to  be  issued  they  need  not  do  it. 
I  have  n't  any  idea  that  this  Board  is  going  to 
change  its  vote  on  the  subject,  but  I  wish 
to  keep  on  the  record  as  I  have  put  myself 
there.  As  I  have  remarked,  tbe  street  is  in  & 
dangerous  condition,  and  it  should  be  repaved  as 
soon  as  possible.  I  have  n't  changed  my  mind  on 
that,  but  I  think  it  is  still  more  important  to  have 
the  tracks  removed,  if  it  can  be  done.  Therefore 
it  is  for  this  Board  to  decline  to  issue  the  order  of 
nonce  if  they  see  fit. 

Alderman  Prescott— The  Alderman  from  Ward 
10  could  not  have  bsen  very  serious  when  he  [said 
there  was  some  little  difference  in  the  petitions. 
This  is  the  same  subject  that  has  been  acted  upon 
twice. 

Ald-iman  Burrage— There  is  a  little  technical 
difference,  as  1  said. 

Alderman  Piescott— There  is  a  little  technical 
difference  which  might  be  made  to  get  over  a 
great  oifficulty  in  regard  to  this  order,  and  the 
committee  are  tiying  to  get  over  it.  They  say 
the  petition  was  referred  to  them  ana  they 
were  obliged  to  repoit  on  it.  Haven't  they 
matters  befoie  them  which  have  been  there  a 
year?  Ikaowof  one  matter  reported  upon  this 
afternoon  which  was  referred  to  them  a  year  ago. 
I  say  there  appears  to  be  a  persistency,  not  partic- 
ularly from  the  Committee  on  Paving,  but  from 
one  individual  not  a  member  of  this  Board,  for 
takiug  up  the  time  of  this  body  on  this  matter.  I 
do  not  find  any  great  feeling  in  the  community 
upon  this  matter;  I  don't  see  :t  discussed  in  the 
papers  as  a  matter  of  vital  importance;  1  don't 
see  leading  citizens  agitated  about  it.  On  the 
contrary  I  have  Saen  communications  ;n  the  pa- 
pers from  men,  the  very  mention  of  whose  names 
would  banish  the  idea  of  peisoual  interest,  who 
have  taken  sides  entirely  different  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving.  As  we  have  discussed  this 
matter  for  thiee  months,  and  as  the  passage  of 
this  order  will  necessitate  the  passage  of  another 
order  of  notice,  it  seems  to  me  that  we  might  as  well 
stop  it  now,  especially  as  after  the  hearing  on  this 
order  of  notice  the  matter  will  have  to  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  committee  and  thus  delayed  from 
week  to  week  until  it  will  be  too  late  to  get  Court 
stieet  paved  this  year.  An  order  I  as  been  passed 
to  pav<>  Court  street,  and  the,  Metropolitan  Rail- 
road has  been  notified  to  lay  a  nin  pavement  be- 
tween its  tracts,  which  I  don't  believe  can  be  done 
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tiU  the  fall.  I  believe  this  course  to  be  eutirely 
unprecedented,  and  I  hope  the  iecoasideiatioa 
will  prevail  and  that  the  order  will  /;ot  pass. 

Aloermao  Burratre  called  for  the  yeas  and  rays 
on  the  question;. 

Alderman  Stebbins—  I  shall  vote  against  this  re- 
consideration for  this  reason  :  By  the  provisions  of 
the  statutes  governing  such  action  I  think  we  ate 
bound  to  give  this  public  heating.  Section  15 
of  the  statutes  relating  to  horse  railroads  provides 
that  upon  r.  petition  of  this  kind  a  public  hearing 
shall  be  had.  the  same  as  ^upon  the  locttion  of  a 
new  track.  I  feel  that  ne  are  bound  to  give  the 
parties  a  public  hearing, 

Alaerman  Prescott — A  public  h?aring  has  al- 
ready been  given  and  I  don't  believe  there  are 
any  statutes  in  Massachusetts  thai  will  require  a 
Board  of  Aldermen  to  give  continual  public  hear- 
ings upon  the  same  subject.  It  was  a  mooted 
question  and  decided  by  quits  a  close  vote,  wheth- 
er we  should  allow  an  ex-Mayoi  to  come  before 
this  Board  for  the  first  time  and  preseat  his  views 
upon  a  matter  to  be  discussed  by  the  Board. 
That  courtesy  was  extended,  to  him,  and  moie 
than  the  usual  courtesy  has  been  extended  in  this 
ca<e.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  have  complied  with 
.the  statutes  by  giving  public  notice  and  having  a 
hearing. 

Alderman  Stebbios— The  provision  of  the  sec- 
tion I  refer  to  is  as  follows: 

"Sect.  15.  The  Board  of  Aldermen  of  any  city, 
or  the  selectmen  of  any  town  may,  at  anv  time 
after  the  expiration  of  one  year  from  the  time  of 
the  opening  for  the  use  of  any  street  railway  in 
such  city  or  town,  if  in  their  judgment  the  inter- 


ests of  the  public  require,  after  notice  published 
as  provided  in  the  preceding  section,  and  a  hear- 
ing, order  that  the  location  of  anv  of  the  tracks 
in  any  stveet  or  b'gbwav  shall  be  revoked,  and  the 
railway  corporation  shall  theieupon  remove  the 
same,  in  conformity  with  such  ordei,  and  put  the 
street  in  as  good  co  iditioa  as  it  was  in'imme- 
diately  before  being  occupied  by  said  tracks.  If 
said  corporation  neglects  to  execute  such  order 
and  make  such  repairs,  after  thirty  days'  notice 
thereof ,  then  said  Board  ot  Aldermen  or  selectmen 
may  cause  the  same  to  be  executed  and  made  at 
the  expense  of  the  railway  corporation,  to  be 
recovered  in  an  action  of  tort." 

Tha  preceding  section  provides  that  befcre 
locating  such  track  a  public  hearing  shall  be 
giveu.  I  am  no  lawyer,  but  it  certainly  strikes  nae 
in  that  wav. 

Alderman  Prescott — Have  we  not  acted  upon 
this  matter  on  petitions  which  have  come  before 
us  ?  if  other  petitions  come  before  us  for  the  same 
thing,  are  we  required  to  still  give  public  hearings? 

Alderman  Stebbins — 1  think  so.  That  is  pre- 
cisely what  we  are  paid  for.  We  come  here  to  do 
that. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost— yeas  5, 
nays  7. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Clark,  Harris,  Pope,  Prescott, 
Viles— 5. 

Navs— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Burrage,  O'Brien, 
Power,  Qumcv,  Stebbins,  Wortbiogton— 7. ' 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Burrage  the  Board  ad- 
journed, and  stood  adjourned  to  Monday  next  at  4 
o'clock  P.  M. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 
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Regular  meeting-  at  7y2  o'clock  P.  VI.,  Halsey  J. 
Boardman,  President,  iq  tbe  chair. 

PAPERS  FKOM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  «FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Annual  report?  of  Trustees  of  Public  Library 
and  Bojrd  ot  Health;  report  of  rites  and  alarms 
for  July ;  Auditor's  exhibit  for  Aus.  5;  quarterly 
reports  of  City  Registrar,  City  Clerk,  Superiu- 
teno  eut  of  North  Scales  ana  Overseers  of  the  Poor. 
Severally  placed  on  rue. 

Petitions  of  C.  Hilary  et  ah,  H.  R.  Plimoton,  R. 
G.  Daytou  et  ah,  Michael  Casey,  Jobu  P.  GaTeley, 
Caroline  Puce,  Amos  Seavey,  W.  W.  Bennett, 
Cutnrnings  &  Sears, Eoston,  Revere  Beacb  &  Lynn 
Railroad.    Severally  referred. 

Orders  for  cbe  foundation  of  tbe  Glover  roonu- 
meot,  ana  the  eniargemeut  of  Police  Station  8. 
Severally  leferred. 

R-port  recommending  refer-nee  to  Committee 
on  Survey,  etc.,  of  Kuildnigs,  of  remonstrance  of 
Chauncy  Page  against  tht;  erection  of  a  building 
on  First  street  for  chemical  purposes.  Accepted, 
and  lefeicnce  ordeied. 

Rerorc  recommencing  that  certain  alterations 
suggested  by  the  Board  of  Fire  Commi-'sioners  be 
made  on  Steam  Fire  Engine  House  No.  6.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Older  to  consider  expediency  of  providing  ac- 
commodations for  kicdeigarten  schools.  Read 
twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  inquire  whether  any  alterations  are  de- 
sirable in  the  ordinance  relating  to  the  storage 
and  sale  of  petroleum  and  coal  oils.  Read  twice 
and  passed. 

Order  for  purchase  of  6100  feet  of  land,  more  or 
less,  at  not  exceeding  forty  cents  per  toot,  on  Har- 
vard avenue,  Ward  19,  and  for  the  erection  of  an 
engine  house  thereon,  at  an  es'imated  cost  for 
land  and  building  of  $7000.  Ordeied  to  a  second 
reading. 

Repoit  and  order  for  ourcbase  ot  30,000  feet  of 
land,  more  or  less,  on  Ashland  street,  West  Rox- 
bory,  at  not  exceeding  $6000,  as  a  site  for  a  pri- 
mary schoolhouse.  Order  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

Order  for  a  watch  clock,  with  appurtenances,  to 
be  furnished  for  the.  City  Hall,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $600.    Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  anrual  report  of  Cocbituate  Water  Board 
cauoe  down  to  be  nlaced  on  file,  and  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Tbacher  it  was  refer  ted  to  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Water.    Sent  up. 

Letter  of  thanks  fiom  Boston  Typographical 
Union.    Placed  on  file. 

Order  to  pay  bill  of  J.  E.  Blakemore,  $8.64,  for 
materials  furnished.  Ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

Order  to  expend  for  labor  on  Common,  etc.,  an 
additional  sum  of  $8000.  Read  twice  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Shaw  of 
Ward  5,  and  passed. 

Order  to  furnish  an  additional  safe  for  the 
Treasurer's  office.    Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Order  granting  permission  to  lay  railroad  tracks 
for  temporary  use  in  building  Swett  street,  and 
providing  for  stationing  flagmen  at  crossings. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  transfer  $100  from  the  appropriation 
for  castings  to  that  for  tools  for  Lamp  Depart- 
ment.   Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Order  to  tiansfev  from  the  appropriation  for 
Treasurer's  Depaitment  $6741.35.  and  from  the 
Reserved  Fund  $28,146.43,  to  constitute  an  appro- 
priation for  the  Collector's  Department,  $1000 
from  appropriation  for  Sinking  Fund  Commis- 
sioners to  tbat  for  Auditor's  salary,  and  $1000  to 
that  for  Treasurer's  salary.  Ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Tbe  census  aggregates  for  1875  came  down  re- 
ferred to  tbe  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Census 
and  Division  of  Wards.  Concurred,  and  on  mo 
rioo  of  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4,  the  ref- 
erence was  amended  by  directing  the  coaimittee 
to  consider  the  expediency  of  ootaining  from  the 
Secretary  of  State  wnatever  statistics  may  relate 
to  tbe  city  of  Bo-ton.  Mr.  Whitmore  stated  that 
it  was  desirable  io  obtain  the  full  report  soon,  else 
the  city  would  have  to    wait  a  year  for  statistics 


which  it  had  paid  to  collect,  and  unless  they  are 
obtained  nothing  more  than  this  brief  document 
would  be  reported  to  tbe  city. 

SEWER  IN  THE  MYSTIC  VALLEY. 

A  report  came  down  with  an  order  for  a  loan  of 
$205,000,  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in  the 
Mystic  Valley,  and  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  order  for  the  construction  of  the  sewer. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— This  is  a  matter  of  con- 
siderable importance,  and  I  shoulj  like  to  ask 
some  member  of  the  committee  navicg  it  in 
charge  as  to  the  necessity  for  it  aod  the 
circu  instances.  If  I  understand  tbe  matter 
arigut,  it  is  njt  in  conformity  with  the 
special  act  of  the  Legislature — I  have  not  a 
copy;  I  have  sent  for  one — and  the  provisions 
of  ibe  constitution  and  the  general  statutes;  and 
I  should  like  to  ask  the  committee  how  tbat  is. 
It  is  a  large  committee,  and  some  ot  the  members 
are  present.  And  again — I  will  not  argue  the 
point  at  the  present  moment;  if  any  gentleman 
will  respond  to  my  request  I  shall  be  happy  to 
bear  aim,  but  if  not,  I  shall  then  go  on  to  argue 
with  what  little  information  I  have  at  the  piesent 
time,  that  this  matter  is  not  in  conform- 
ity with  the  law.  I  say  it  is  important, 
from  the  fact  that  eminent  citizens  of 
Charlestown  propose  to  sever  their  cor-nec- 
necfion  with  tbe  city  of  Boston,  if  that  action  is 
to  be  seriously  considered  it  s-hould  be  considered 
in  connection  with  tbe  subject  now  before  us.  I 
will  give  way  to  any  gentleman  who  desires  to 
speak. 

Mr.  Dever;ux  of  Ward  22 — I  would  like  to  know 
if  any  member  of  the  Committee  on  Water  is 
present  to  give  us  a  history  of  this  matter  and  the 
conclusion  to  which  tbey  arrived  as  to  the  neces- 
sity of  this  sewer.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  5 
mentions  that  there  is  a  disturbance  io  Charles- 
town  in  regard  to  severing  the  concection  with 
trie  city,  but  it  is  of  ao  little  moment  that  it  is 
hardlv  worth  discussing.  This  matter  has  beeu 
before  the  Cr^y  Council  some  rime,  is  well  known 
and  understood,  and  tnere  i=  no  need  ot  going 
ioto  an  argument  and  again  discussing,  tor  a 
moment,  tbe  necessity  of  this  sewer.  It 
is  well  knovn  to  the  rhembers  of  this 
Council  and  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and 
the  people  in  Charlesrown  and  Boston,  tbat  there 
is  a  necessity  for  purifying  the  Mystic  watar. 
This  matter  was  up  before  the  recess,  and  has 
now  come  to  us  for  concurrence;  and  certainly,  at 
this  late  moment,  I  am  surprised  at  the  gentle- 
man tryiag  to  bead  it  off.  It  is  a  cecesoity,  sir. 
and  certainly  no  objection  which  bas  been  "made 
sboulo  cause  delay.  I  nope  the  order  will  take  us 
^cond  readit  g  and  be  passed. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12— In  the  absence  of  the 
chairman  ot  the  Water  Committee,  it  may  be 
proper  for  me  to  say  something  upon  this  meas- 
ure, although  I  do  not  feel  competent — at  least  at 
tbe  i resent  moment — to  debate  the  legal  question 
wirb  so  able  and  distinguished  an  advocate  as  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  5.  I  am  not  a  lawyer  or 
an  a-ivocate,  and  consequently  I  have  to 
take  off  my  hat  in  his  presence.  I  don't 
preteud  to  b«  a  constitutions!  lawyer  or 
well  versed  in  the  provisions  ot  the  Gen- 
eral Statutes,  end  therefore  cannot  argue  that 
point  tvito.  him ;  but  of  the  necessity  of  this  sewer 
I  am  satisfied,  after  an  inspection  of  tbe  grounds, 
and  I  am  convinced  that  it  will  be  animpoitant 
adjunct  to  that  valuable  property  of  the  city  of 
Bos  i  on,  tbe  Mystic  water.  It  would  co9t  more  b3' 
tbe  flow  process  under  tbe  General  Statutes  to  re- 
move the  obstacles  to  the  purification  of  the 
My-tic  water  than  it  will  to  build  this  sewer. 
The  appropriation  is  $205,000.  There  is  a 
Difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  cost,  one  en- 
gineer, Mr.  Doane,  thinking  it  can  be  clone 
for  considerably  les-,  while  Mr.  Davis  believes 
that  $205,000  will  be  the  outside  cost.  It  is  right, 
find  I  believe  in  appropriating  a  sum  sufficient  to 
defray  th^  entire  expense,  and  if  auy thing  is  left 
over  I  shall  be  glad  of  it.  Of  the  necessity  for 
this  sewe.,  and  of  the  adequacy  of  this  sum  to 
build  it,  I  am  convinced ;  but  of  the  legality  of  the 
measure  I  am  not  able  to  speak.  The  chairman 
of  the  Wa'er  Committee  assuied  us  that  the 
orders  were  drawn  in  conjunction  with  the 
City  Solicitor,  and  I  believe  it  was  intended 
that  they  should  be  in  conformity  with  the  law. 
The  city  has  the  right  to  eatei  upon  that  t  rritory 
and  divert  the  impurities  flowing  intothat  stream, 
and  tbe  only  palliation  for  neglecting  to  do  so  is 
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that  when  the  water  gets  down  to  Mystic Poudtbe 
imparities  are  so  diffused  that  they  are  not  per- 
ception. But  lo  one  believes  that  it  --vouid  he 
right  to  chain  into  a  well.  Th-  My-tic  Water 
Woiks  are  a  ource  of  gres.t;  revenue,  and, 
io  proportion  to  their  cost,  rbey  are  about 
as  productive  as  any  property  the  city 
of  Bostorj  owns;  s.nd  I  think  it  is  expedient  and 
wise  to  [appropriate  moreyfor  their  protiiction. 
Now,  sir,  1  do  not  propose  to  speak  at  length  of 
what  has  made  some  parties  so  sireuuous  in  op- 
posing this  matter.  Duiing  the  tour  of  the  Water 
Covnudttee  up  the  valley,  several  interesting 
schemes  cropped  our,  and  there  were  many  rug- 
gestious  about  certain  things  that  parties  would 
like  to  have  the  city  do;  and  there-is  still  auotuer 
plan  for  delaving  it  until  tbe  city  is  driven  into 
lathering  the  drainage  n/  th  whole  vail  y  at  an 
expels-  of  five  cr  six  hundred  thousa.no  dol- 
lars. I  think  that  the  truly  economical  course  for 
the  city  to  pursue  is  to  construct  tb-.s  proposed 
draiu  ;  and  after  that  is  done  there  will  be  no  ex- 
cuse for  allowing  impurities  to  flow  itto  Mystic 
Pond,  for,  after  that,  prompt  prosecutiou  can  be 
instituted  and  redress  can  he  obWned  through, 
the  courts  fro  en  any  one  who  has  thi  ha>  dihood  to 
drain  into  those  waters.  Consequently,  a?  the 
completion  of  the  sewer  will  place  the  city  in  a 
stronger  position.  I  think  that  no  time  should  be 
lost.  This  matter  came  before  the  Council 
some  mo  ths  ago  in  a  report  from  the  Myjtic 
Water  Board,  which  was  favorably  asted 
on  by  the  Committee  oa  Water  and  re- 
ferred' to  the  Finance  Committee,  and  now 
comes  bac£  to  us  toi  concurreuce  in  the  passage 
of  an  order  authorizing  the  work  and  pioviding 
the  means.  We  have  jutt  entered  upon  the  au- 
tumn,— pleasant  and  proper  weather  for  tkepios- 
ecutioubt  such  work.  If  that  work  is  soon  en- 
teiedunon  it  will  prevent  any  interference  by 
spejial  legislation  during  the  ensuing  wider.  It 
it  is  not  done  now  we  shall  have  aU  the  accumu- 
latej  impuiities  of  the  winter  washed  down  into 
the.  lake  next  spring.  The  work  ought  to  be 
pushed  ahead,  if  not  completed,  ttiis  auiumn.  If 
it  is  delayed,  tnere  is  no  knowing  when 
it  can  be  completed.  I  wait. .  sir,  to  hear 
the  legal  objections  cf  the  gentfernan  from  Ward 
5,  and  it  they  prove  serious  I  shall  have  no  objec- 
tion to  the  matter  going  over  till  the  advice  of  the 
OifV  Solicitor  ontbenomts  raised  can  be  obtained. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  anticipated  that  I  should 
be  misunderstood.  I  railed  upon  the  Finance 
Committee  to  explain,  b=cauee  I  have  been  told 
upou  the  best  passible  authority  that  there  was  a 
difference  of  opinion  among  them.  I  am  in  favor 
of  draining  the  Mystic  Valley;  and  as  a  member 
of  a  committ  e  appointed  by  you,  sir,  I  advocated 
this  matter  before  the  Legislature  with  what  little 
influence  I  had.  But  I  undertake  to  say  that 
the  order  before  us  is  not  in  confoimity  with 
the  act  itself.  That  is  one  point  I  raise,  sir.  Then 
my  most  worthy  and  excellei  t  personal  f/iend 
speaks  of  the  "Tittle  disturbance"  m  Cbarlestown. 
I  hac  tne  honor  the  other  day— I  don't  know  the 
source  from  «rbich  it  came,  but  it  comes  through 
the  press — to  read  this  idea  in  +he  Bunker  Hill 
Times,  that  "a  considerable  portion  of  the  people 
of  Charlestown  voulcl  like  to  secede  from  the  city 
of  Boston."  Here  it  is,  aleadi;g  editorial;  but  I 
will  not  take  up  the  time  of  the  Council  this 
w-'irn  evening  by  reading  it.  "Shall  we  secede?" 
Well,  now,  talk  pshaw  as  much  as  vou  please! 
"Shall  we  secede?"  That  is  a  question  argued 
theve  with  a  great  dial  of  force.  If  it  is 
to  be  a  mooted  question,  whether  Cbarlestown 
shall  secede,  is  n't  it  proper  foi  us  to  wait  and  see 
-vhat  i*  to  he  done  with  this  matter?  I  am  not  in 
favor  of  secession,  never  was,  and  tiust  I  never 
shall  he,  and  I  agree  with  my  worthy  friend  in 
that  particular.  But  when  a  question  of  the  im- 
portance of  this  to  the  city  of  Boston  comes  in 
here,  it  is  my  duty,  as  one  of  those  who  believe  m 
union,  to  raise  this  question.  It  the  question  of 
secession  is  raised,  let  us  meet  if,  as  we  did  the 
secession  which  was  startPd  in  1860. 

Mr.  Wilson— (to  and  give  'm  Hail  Columbia. 

Mr.  Shaw— Yes  **ir;  go  and  give  them  hail  Co- 
lumbia. Now,  sir,  I  say  this  order  is  not  in  con- 
formity wiih  the  act  of  the  Legislature.  I  pre- 
sume that  a  week's  time  wii!  not  make  any  dif- 
ference. Let  us  have  the  opinion  of  the  City 
Solicitor,  and  1st  us  hear  from  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee if  there  isn't  a  difference  of  opinion  among 
them  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  passage  of  this  or- 
der. If  v: embers  of  that  committee  uo  not  see  fit 
to  answer  I  shall  bsbeve  that  tney  do  not  under- 
stand    their     duties,   andj   tbpy    ao    not    stand 


up  here  and  face  their  responsibilities.  I 
have  been  infjimed  by  an  honorable  Alder- 
man th'S  evening  thai  there  is  a  difference 
of  opinion  among  the  members  of  the  Finance 
Committee,  and  I  think  we  .re  entitled  io  know 
it.  I  am  in  favoi  of  Mystic  Valley  drainage ;  but  I 
want  to  know  what  the  differencs  of  opinion 
amo'g  the  memoers  of  that  committee  is,  and 
then  t  w,ant  to  know  whether  Charie  town  is  go- 
ing to  siano  up  and  do  as  she  ought  to  do.  I  am 
in  favor  of  the  drainage  of  this  valley,  and  will 
say,  with  Shakspeaie — 

"If  it  were  done,  when  'tis  done  then  't  were  well 
It  were  done  quickly." 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9— This  is  one  of  tbo=e 
questions  where  there  is  something  to  be  said  on 
both  sides.  It  ia  a  matter  of  public  notoristy  that 
there  are  on  the  streams  which  flow  into  Mystic 
Pond  a  number  of  establishments  the  drainage 
f.Aom  which  is  very  offensive;  also  ihat  a  large 
number  of  dwelling  houses  discharge  their  drain- 
age rn  such  a  way  that  it  ultimately  finds  its  way 
into  Mystic  Pond.  Those  who  have  charge  of  the 
Mystic  water  have  be-v  very  desirous  of  finding 
some  way  to  remove  that  drainage  from  the  pond, 
and  the  city  applied  to  the  Legislature  for  an 
act  authorizing  the  construction  of  ono  large 
tewer  in  the  Mystic  Valley,  th<?  expense  to  be 
shared  by  tne  towr.  s  through  which  it  passed,  and 
the  sewage  to  be  carried  down  ami  emptieo"  into 
the  sea;  but  they  could  not  get  legislative  per- 
mission to  build  it.  They  did  succeed,  however, 
in  getticg  legislative  permission  to  build  a  small 
sewer,  tot  intended  to  dram  the  towns  of  Win- 
chester and  Woburn,  which  is  to  em. oty  into  the 
lower  Mystic  Pond.  That  is  the  point  which 
struck  some  members  ot  the  Finance  Committee 
as  very  objectiona'cle ;  it  seemed  to  be  short- 
sighted policy  to  empty  a  se-er  into  one  of  our 
suburban  ponds.  In  mitigation, however,  there  is 
a  clause  in  the  act  proviciug  that  if  the  empty- 
ing of  the  sewer  into  this  lake  causes  a  nui- 
sance, that  nuisaoce  shall  be  abated;  and  even 
with  that  provisiou,  the  principle  of  discharging 
sewage  into  one  of  our  suburban  ponds  seems  to 
have  a  great  many  objection :.  On  me  other  hand 
it  has  been  stated  that  the  impurities  which  it  is 
now  proposed  to  empty  into  1ower  Mystic  Pond, 
a r1  now  pour- d  into  upper  Mystic  Pond,  which 
furnishes  the  drinking  water  for  a  portion  of  the 
people  of  Bosron;  and  if  it  is  ro  objectio  aole  to 
have  them  io  the  lower  pond,  so  much  stronger  is 
the  reason  for  keeping  them  out  of  the  upp^r  one. 
It  is  true  that  the-e  impurities,  in  passing  from 
f»eir  source  to  the  pood,  undergo  a  process  of  oxi- 
dation, and  when  they  reach  the  pond  they  are  much 
less  offensive;  butif  theyaie  carried  therethrough 
a  close  sewer  from  which  +he  noxious  gases  can- 
not escape,  the  pollution  will  be  so  much  greater 
when  it  gets  to  the  lower  pond.  For  these  reasons 
there  was  some  objection  in  the  Committee  on 
Finance  agaiusc  ihe  passage  of  this  order.  But 
tbe  grounds  upon  which  ir  finally  passed  are 
that  the  committee  were  the  representatives  of 
the  city  of  Boston,  which  had  tried  to  get  permis- 
sion to  c*riy  the  drainage  down  to  tide  watei,  but 
had  been  u  able  to  do  so,  and  had  obtained  a  per- 
mit to  build  thissb.wer;  and,  even  if  it  is  only  a 
matter  of  temporary  expedr  ncy,  they  thought  the 
drainage  shouid, f or  vhe present,  oe  turned  into  low- 
er Mystic  Lake.  The  committee  were  nearly  unani- 
mous in  favor  of  the  order,  but  the  vote  was  not 
entirely  unanimous.  This  places  the  matter  be- 
fore the  Council  io  about  as  clear  a  light  as  I 
think  I  i  m  able  to  make  it,  and  gentlemen  must 
form  their  own  judgment  upon  these  facts. 

Mr.  Stacey  ot  Wa-d  21— 1  don't  know  that  any-- 
thing  I  can  say  will  have  any  weight  ia  this  mat- 
ter, the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  having  so  elo- 
quent'y  described  the  need  of  this  sewer;  but  at 
the  same  time,  from  a  sanitary  coint  of  view, 
I  hope  the  Council  will  let  this  order  go 
through  and  prevent  the  liability  to  disease. 
The  Mystic  water  has  #been  growing  worse 
and  worse  since  the'  freshets  of  last 
spring,  which  poured  all  the  impurities  into  the 
pond,  and  which  have  never  got  out.  Then,  from 
a  financial  point  o£  view,  the  Mystic  Waterworks, 
as  you  are  all  aware,  is  a  p^ing  institution,  and 
it  will  soon  pay  back  this  entire  amount  into  the 
city  treasury. 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6—1  would  like  to  say  a  word 
in  exolanation  as  a  member  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee. It  anpears  to  be  a  question  whether  the 
filth  fro  -ji  a,  number  of  tanneries  which  runs  into 
Mystic  Bonn,  shall  be  poured  down  the  throats  of 
the  people  who  drink  the  water  from  that  place, 
or  oe  carried  by  sewer  into  another   pond  which, 
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as  was  shown  by  experts,  cannot  by  any  possibili- 
ty tecome  a  nuisance  for  at  least  ten  years.  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  9,  witn  »him  I  have 
the  honor  to  be  associated  on  the  Finance 
Committ-e,  has  explained,  io  a  very  clear  manner, 
the  position  of  the  committee,  and  there  are  only 
a  f  sw  other  points  to  which  I  would  like  to  call  at- 
tention. This  sewer  is  not  intended  for  drai:  a_:e 
only,  but  preservation  of  the  public  health,  It  is 
the  filth  from  a  duoiDtI  ot  tannerie-  which  is  now 
used  by  a  <  onion  of  citizens  of  Boston  to  drink 
that  is  poured  into  upijei  Mystic  Vonrj.  Tbere- 
foie,  something:  ought  not  only  to  be  oone, 
but  it  is  an  absolute  necessity  in  a  sanitary 
point  of  view.  If  we  do  not  give  attention 
to  this  matter  now,  « e  may  run  the  ri_.k,  as 
has  teen  very  properly  expressed,  of  online'  se- 
rious disea>e  upon  a  portion  of  thecicizens  .  f  Bos- 
ton. Ashas  been  said,  the  city  ot  Boston  mact  even' 
effort  to  have  an  act  passed  Dy  which  a  sewer 
couJi  be  carried  to  tide  watei.  I  will  not  rebearse 
that  cocte^t,  but  suffice  it  to  say  we  were  mec  at 
eveiy  point  by  country  members  to  prevent  the 
carrying;  out  cf  a  plan  that  we  would  have  de- 
ferred io  this  one.  The  only  expedient  which 
could  oe  legally  obtained  provided  foi  emptying 
the  filth  into  this  pond,  in  the  con  traction  of 
this  sewer  every  ptotection  is  piovidecl.  I  don't 
kuow  the  exact  terms  used  in  drainage,  but  there 
is  to  be  a  sort  of  trap  or  collection  rox  for  the  filch 
from  each  tannery,  which  I  understand  is  not  used 
in  the  present  system  ot  draioage.  Of  course  there 
is  a  very  natural  objection  rrom  the  residents 
about  tttie  lower  pond  to  having  any  sewer  empty 
into  it.  That  is  very  natural.  But  th-  resident's 
are  comparativelv  few  in  numbers,  so  to  speak; 
and  it  was  shown  fiom  the  testimony  of  experts 
tfat  the  emotying  of  the  drainage  theie  coulu  uot 
possibly  become  a  nuisance  for  at  least  ten  or  a 
dozen  years.  In  fact,  it  seeded  that  these  three 
points  presented  rbems  Ives  to  us — and  I  think  it 
has  all  been  discussed  .  nd  talked  over  very  freely 
in  the  Citv  Government-  that  it  was  an  imoerative 
necessity-  that  the  water  scould  be  purified  for  the 
benefit,  in  a  sanitary  point  of  view,  of  those  who 
use  it  for  drinking  purposes;  that  the  <  uly 
possible  way  to  do  it  was  by  this  sewer,  which 
must  be  carried  into  lower  Mystij  Po:  a;  and 
tea*;  the  appropriation  asked  fur  was  the  outside 
limit  at  which  the  expense  hi  J  been  placed.  It 
was  thought  that  it  might  be  done  at  a  cheaper 
rate;  but  this,  as  I  liave  stated,  is  the  outside 
limit.  acting  upon  that  view  ot  the  e;se:  as  pre- 
sented to  us,  the  committee  voted  almost  unani- 
mously in  favor  of  the  oiaer  before  us  tonight. 
This,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  say,  as  a  member  of  the 
Finance  Committee,  in  reply  to  the  inquiries 
made  this  evening. 

Mr.  Shaw — 1  am  very  glad  to  hear  the  fair  state- 
ment made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9,  who  is 
a  member  of  the  Finacce  Committee.  It  explains 
precisely  the  position  which  I  took.  It  is  a  moot- 
ed question,  and  one  upon  which  the  mines  of  ev- 
ery member  of  the  Council  should  be  marie  up  be- 
fore ho  votes  upon  it.  I  have  said  before — and  I 
think  the  people  of  the  Mystic  Valley  heard  me 
before  the  corninrifee  of  tne  Legislature  when  I 
advocated  it— that  I  favored  that  dramatic  Tne 
recessity  for  it  is  unquestioned,  and  the  only 
question  is  as  to  the  expediency  of  no  w  it  shall  be 
done  and  when.  It  is  no  use'  tor  me  to  repeat 
wbac  I  have  said,  that  I  am  entirely  in  favor  of 
purifying  the  Mystic  water.  Therefore  I  make 
this  statement,  so  tnat  I  chall  not  be  micucaer- 
stood.  But  I  say  it  is  a  mooted  question,  as  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  9  has  stated,  aid  it  is  a 
question  of  expediency  of  how  and  when  it  shall 
be  done.  That  is  all  I  intended  to  call  attention 
to.  I  have  gone  over  the  matter  day  and  evening 
with  the  Legislature,  and  I  advocated  a  much 
stronger  bill,  witn  mote  comprenensive  and  arbi- 
trary powers  than  this  act  contemplates.  But  it 
is  a  question  of  expediency  cf  how  »nd  when  it 
shall  be  done.  I  only  say  it  to  caLl  atten- 
tion to  it,  and  I  have  nothing  further  to  say. 
If  the  City  Solicitor  says  the  ordei  is  in  conform- 
ity to  the  act  and  the  Finance  Committee  agree  to 
it,  I  shall  vote  for  the  order.  But,  sir,  1  have 
known  how  that  department  called  the  City 
Solictor's  office,  with  its  five  or  six  assistants, 
does  not  attend  to  the  details  of  acts  passed  by  the 
Legislature.  I  would  cite  one  case  heie  tonight,  if 
it  were'necessary ;  but  it  is  not  necessary.  I  only 
vnsh  to  call  attentioo,  as  oue  of  the  representa- 
tives of  the  city,  to  the  fact  that  I  have  very  great 
doubt  whether  this  order  is  in  conformity  witn  the 
law. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6-^1  would  like  to  ask  the 


Committee  on  Water  whether  the  order  discussed 
at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council  was  submitted 
to  ths  City  Solicitor,  and  whether  his  opinion  was 
obtained  on  it. 

Mr.  Wilson — It  was  the  Distinct  understanding 
of  the  committee  that  that  order  was  diawn  with 
the  distinct  approval  of  the  City  Solicitor.  I  don't 
know  that  his  opinion  was  had  in  writing,  but  I 
know  that  question  was  raised  and  the  impression 
was  left  distinctly  on  my  mm-.'  thft  tnis  order  was 
sufficient  to  protect  the  city  m  any  rights  and 
liabilities  it  may  assume  under  the  act.  isow.sii. 
while  I  am  up  I  will  allude  to  the  shacow 
ot  uncertainty  thrown  ovei  this  measuie  by 
the  remarks  of  ths  gemleinan  from  Ward  9,  from 
the  fact  that  this  tewer  discharges  into  a  pond. 
Understand  thac  thi>  question  weotfrom  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  House  of  Bepre=ectativer.,  and  from 
there  to  the  Governor,  and  ihen  tnrough  tde  va- 
rious to  vu  meetings,  and  now  it  has  cou.etoihe 
city  of  Boston.  The  city  asked  to  be  allowed  to 
run  this  sewer  to  tine  water,  which  must  ulti- 
mately be  the  re.-ult  of  this  impmvenient.  But 
the  oppoi  ents  brought  experrs  and  lawyers  to  say 
that  it  was  a  great  deal  better  to  have  it  discharge 
into  the  pond  than  into  tide  water.  It  was  the 
same  way  when  ihe  committee  wanted  to  dis- 
charge Piegan  Brook  into  Charles  Rivei ; 
they  :-aid  it  was  a  great  deal  better  to  dis- 
charge it  into  a  little  pond,  than  into  a  large  body 
of  water  like  Charle's  River,  where  it  could  be 
dissipated.  I  believe  in  holding  fast  to  that 
which  is  goo.i ;  ar;d  if  this  sewer  is  good,  I  oelieve 
in  taking  it.  I  br.lieve  that  a  half-loaf  is  better 
than  none  at  all,  and;that  we  would  better  take  the 
half  aud  then  »et  the  rest  when  we  can.  If  this 
sewer  is  ever  to  be  extended  to  cbe  sea,  it  must  be 
on  the  very  route  w  hich  cariies  it  to  the 
pond.  Th?n  if  a  nuisance  comes,  it  can  go 
on  to  :ide  water.  But  you  must  know  that 
the  citizens  of  Winchester  and  Woburn  a-e 
bound  co  make  the  city  of  Boston  furnish 
crainage  for  the  whole  Mystic  Valley.  They 
have  found  their  cesspools  overflowing,  and  that 
they  must  have  water  closets  and  the  most  ade- 
quate and  improved  system  of  drainage,  Ihey 
kr.ow  ihey  cannot  drain  into  that  pond,  for  the 
city  vv.ll  stop  ir.  Cocsequently  they  are  bound  to 
compel  the  city  of  Boston  to  drain  that  whole 
valley,  not  only  of  the  impurities  or  the  present, 
buc  of  all  tnat  which  will  accumulate  from  those 
i  owns.  They  are  trying  to  make  the  city  lesponsi- 
ble  for  a  system  ot  sewerage  th-t  will  cost  six 
or  seven  hundred  thuus&nd  dollars.  It  was 
therefore  deemed  best  to  get  this  small 
syotem  of  crainage,  which  would  be  to- 
tally within  the  control  of  the  city  and  which 
cannot  be  increased.  As  a  matter  of  ex- 
pedi  ncy  it  was  wis- and  proper  to  do  just  what 
has  oeen  done.  Now,  in  regatd  to  this  bugbear  ot 
secession,  no  man  in  his  senses  Dslieves  it  is  going 
to  be  done;  and  I  don't  believe  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  5  introducea  the  idea  here  in  sober 
earnest.  I  don't  care  what  uewspapera  publish ; 
people  'publish  anything  they  have  a  n<rad  to.  1 
oon't  believe  any  man  believes  in  it  in  sober  eai- 
nest.  Now  as  to  the  legal  question,  I  dor;'t  ore- 
tend  to  be  a  lawyer  and  wont  discuss  it.  I  believe 
the  order  is  right,  and  until  a  gentleman  rises  in 
his  seat  and  shows  wheie  it  is  repugnant  to  the 
act,  I  shall  believe  i  hat  these  legal  objeotio.  s  are 
like  the  sprouts  on  the  Early  Rose  potatoes — all  in 
the  eye. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Wad  6— If  the  Committee  on 
Water  «re  not  prepared  to  state  definitely  that 
this  order  has  been  submitted  to  the  City  Solicit- 
or, I  hope  jt  will  not  be  pressed  to  a  vote,  but  le- 
fetred  to  him  to  see  if  it  is  all  right.  It  may  be  all 
in  your  eve,  like  the  spivufs  on  the  Early  Ruse  po- 
tatoes, but  when  the  Legislature  gives  the  city  of 
Boston  power  to  build  this  sewer  I  don't  'ike  the 
form  of  an  order  which  says  the  Mystic  Water 
Board  are  authorized  to  do  that  which  the 
city  of  Boston  alone  was  given  po*er  to 
do.  If  1  had  drawn  the  order  I  should 
have  said  according  to  plans,  etc.,  and  under  the 
direction,  if  you  choose,  ot  the  Mystic  Water 
Board.  There  is  ro  question  out  that  the  city  of 
Boston  has  authorit  v  to  authorize  the  Mystic  Wa- 
ter Board,  but  it  is  a  point  that  may  be  taken  ac- 
vantage  of .  For  one  I  should  pieter  to  have  it 
referred  to  the  City  Solicitor,  for  his  opinion.  If 
forced  to  vote  this  evening  I  should  fet-1  con- 
strained to  vote  against  the  order. 

Mr.  Wilson— As  the  order  will  have  to  'ie  over 
till  next  meting  unless  the  rule  is  suspendec.I 
would  suggest  that,  as  the  necessity  of  the  work 
is  apparent,  no  obstacles  be  laiseu   to  its  taking 
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the  regular  course  tonight,  and  if  there  are  legal 
objeciio-s  it  can  be  aineuded  at  the  next  meeting. 

Mi.  Shaw— When  my  friend  from  Ward  12  sees 
fit  to  refer  to  the  Eaily  Rose  potatoes,  1  shouM 
like  to  know  if  he  means  tbe  potatoes  by  which 
his  First  Regiment  Baoa  was  assaulted  "oy  some 
of  liis  constituents  in  Ward  12. 

The  Pie-ident— Tbe  gentleman  must  not  in- 
dulge in  personalities,  but  confine  his  remarks  to 
the  question. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  would  like  to  inquire 
meiely  for  information  wbethei  it  is  expected 
that  this  sewer  will  be  sulfide  at  to  pi  ovule  per- 
manently for  the  sev?age  ot  this  district,  or  at 
least  for  te  j  oi  twenty  yeiis?  and  in  case  of  in- 
creased manufacturing  in  the  district,  whether  it 
may  not  become  neesssary  to  abandon  ibis  sewer, 
or  decidedly  enlarge  it? 

Mr.  Devereux— From  my  own  personal  knowl- 
edge of  tbis  matter  I  can  say  that  the  sewer  will 
be  ample  for  the  purpose  tor  which  it  is  now  in- 
tended— and  that  is  ihe  draioage  of  th"  various 
tau:eries  of  Woburn  and  Winchester.  The  Mys 
tic  Water  Board  held  conferences  with  the  Win- 
chester and  Woburn  town  authorities,  but  time 
was  a  difference  of  opinion,  a  direct  conflict  be- 
tween them  and  the  conns  on  the  qaes  ion.  of  sew- 
erage. Thev  have  no  sewerage  system,  but,  like 
all  other  suburban  towns  who  wish  to  get  toe  bene- 
fit of  improvements  of  this  kind,  ihey  tried  to  make 
the  ci'y  bear  tbe  whole  experse.  They  inre:ded 
to  make  the  city  ot  Boston  bui!d  tais  sewer,  and 
then  to  get  the  tree  me  of  it.  But  the  Mystic 
Water  Board,  aftei  Soding  that  they  could  gee  no 
satisfaction  from  the  towns,  considered  the  sewer 
necessary  to  protect  th^  lake  from  the  impurities 
wbi  'h  flow  into  ir.  (jeotlemen  fro 33  Ward  1  have 
asked  on  this  floor  that  they  may  havs  the  Co- 
cbituat;  instead  of  the  Mystic,  on  that  account ; 
i,nd  although  tbe  citizens  of  Chtrlestowu  knew  that 
it  was  to  a  certain  extent  impure,  thev  bore  with 
it  until  such  time  as  they  could  get  redress.  The 
Mystic  Water  Board  don't  come  here  aod  ask  us 
to  pay  out  $200,000  for  this  work  without  any  re- 
turn; for  they  are  paying  mtr   the  citv  tteasury 

""0,000  a  year,  while  the  expenses  are  something 


like  $90,000 — &  large  surplus,  sir.  As  the  gertleman 
f '-om  Wa:d  12  saio,  it  is  one  of  tbe  best  paying  in- 
stitutions io.  the  city.  It  is  a  matter  ot  large  in- 
come, sir,  and  all  we  ask  is  to  have  our  water  tol- 
erable pure  for  drinking purposes.  As  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  6  [Mr.  Guiud]  said,  in  a  sanitary 
viewitisnecessaiy ;  for  why  should  we  2 11  ok  filth? 
Should  we  stand  on  a  legal  quibble  in  such  a  case? 
We  ask  this  as  a  matter  of  right.  I  don't  desire  fina' 
action  tonight,  bit  I  do  want  10  see  it  accomplish- 
ed before  the  cold  weather  comes. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5  suggested  that  tbe  hour 
was  late  and  there  was  much  other  business,  and 
that  the  order  bad  better  be  refrrred  to  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee  to  settle  the  legal  questions 
raised,  ano  he  so  moved. 

Mr.  Kimball  ot  Ward  6  moved  to  substitute  the 
Committee  on  Water,  who  have  bad  charge  of  the 
subject. 

Mr.  Noyes  accepted  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Crocker  ot  Ward  6  suggested  that  under 
rule  27  ah  disputed  quetions  of  law  have  to  03 
referred  to  tbe  judiciary. 

Mr.  Kimball  thought  it  was  not  a  disputed  ques- 
tion of  law;  it  whs  only  tne  proper  form  ot  an 
or  den. 

The  raotioa  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Water 
preva'led.    Sent  up. 

CITY  REGISTRAR  AND  BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 

The  order  requesting  Mayor  to  petition  General 
Court  for  an  act  transfening  to  the  Board  of 
Health,  or  to  some  officer  appointed  by  them,  the 
poweis  and  duties  noev  exercised  by  City  Regis- 
trar (City  Doc,  No.  70),  came  down,  substituted  for 
the  order  in  said  document,  passed  by  rhe  Coun- 
cil. 

Mr.  Kimball  moved  that  the  subject  be  laid  on 
the  table,  to  await  tbe  ltport  of  the  Coicmittee  on 
City  Registrar's  Depaitmeac.    Carried. 

TRUSTEE  OF  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

An  order  cam?  down  to  ascertaiu  if  a  vacancy 
exists  in  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Public  Li- 
brary, and  it  so  to  nominate  a  candidate  to  fill 
tbe  same 

Indefinitely  postponed,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Kim- 
ball of  Ward  6,  as  n  „<  neces  itv  for  coe  inquiry  ex- 
ists, Mr.  Cuiti?  havm  ■  tendered  his  resignation. 

A  communicatioj  from  the  Trustees  ot  the 
Public  Library,  transmitting  the  resignation  of 
D.  S.  Curtis    as    tiustee  ot  &the    public  Library, 


came  down  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Library. 

Mr.  Kimball  said  it  was  not  customary  to  refer 
such  resignations,  but  to  accept  them.  On  bis 
motion  the  reference  was  non-concurred  in  and 
the  resignation  sas  accepted. 

Mi.  Kimball  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Library 
be  requested  to  report  the  name  of  a  suitable 
candidate  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the 
resignation  of  Daniel  S.  Curtis. 

Read  mice  and  passed. 

Sev-raHi  sent  up. 

ENGINE  HOUSE  IN  WARD  15. 

An  order  came  down  for  the  purcba.-e  of  3800 
feet  ot  land,  more  or  less,  on  Washington  street. 
Ward  15,  and  tbe  erection  theieon  ot  an  engine 
house,  at  a  cost  for  land  and  bunding  of  $8000. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  would  li'se  to  ask  wnat 
this  matter  is.  Will  some  memher  of  the  com- 
mittee explaio?  it  has  been  reported  to  me  that 
this  is  a  a  enormous  price  tor  this  quantity  of  land. 
It  may  be  so  oi  it  m&5  not.  I  would  like  to  have 
it  explait  ed. 

Mr.  Burchct  of  Ward  16— Toe  price  to  be  paid 
for  the  l.nd  is  eighty  cents  per  foot.  The  sub- 
committee, of  wbi^h  I  was  one,  were  unable  to 
find  a  lot  anywhere  in  the  nt  ighborhood  so  cheap 
as  this  that  was  eligiDle  for  the  purpose.  We 
spent  considerable  time  out  there,  and  previous  to 
cur  gcing  the  Fire  Commissiocers  we  at  over  the 
ground.  We  were  all  satisfied  that  there  is  no 
land  abojt,  there  so  well  adapted  to  the  purposes 
of  the  city  as  tbis.  Moreover,  since  the  matter 
was  held  in  abeyance  in  th*  Board  of  Aldennen 
ae  lookeo  over  it  a  second  time,  seeingtbe  parties 
and  trying  to  ^et  a  better  price.  They  dec  ined  to 
make  a  better  piice  ?nd  do  net  caie  whether  tbej 
sell  to  tbe  city  or  not.  We  are  confined  to  a  com- 
paratively small  locality;  but  it  is  there  that  we 
v  ant  the  engine  house. 

Mr.  Cbacher  ot  Ward  15-1  would  ask  tbe  mem  - 
bers  of  the  committee  whether  if  the  city  pur- 
chases tbis  land  they  ca  a  build  an  engine  house 
there,  it  being  next  to  a  church,  and  tbe  las?  not 
allowing  a  stable  within  so  many  feet  of  a  church. 

Mi.  Burdat  of  Ward  16—1  am  unable  to 
answer  the  gentleman's  question.  I  do  not 
know  what  the  law  is,  and  I  don't  know  how  near 
the  stable  comes  to  the  building.  Tne  lot  ot  land 
ptoposeri  to  be  bought  is  adjoining  tost  on  whico 
a  cburch  is  situated.  The  question  has  uot  beej 
raised  m  my  hearing,  and  1  do  Lot  fenc  w  anything 
about  it. 

Mr.  Thacher  ci  Ward  15 — O^e  of  th?  £Sses«ors 
told  me  tjat  this  lot  i?  taxed  at  sixty  ce^ts  per 
foot,  but  that  the  city  does  uot  take  the  cornei 
lot.  And  cne  of  rbe  Assessors  who  did  not  ascess 
the  pioperty  tnld  me  that  it  was  doibtful  if  it 
would  bring  fifty  cents  per  foot  at  auction.  He 
was  quire  sure  it  would  not.  That  was  about  a 
week  ago.  I  went  through  the  cistri  t  and  asked 
propeptv  holders  aiouud  there,  ami  they  told  me 
that  eighty  cents  pei  foot  was  a  big  prW  foi  it. 

Mr.  Bnrditt  or  Ward  10— All  that  may  be  very 
true.  It  is  Lot  very  often  that  the  city  ha5-  an  op- 
portunity to  buy  by  aucti  >n  such  pieces  of  laud  as 
it  wauts.  It  does  net  appear  that  ary  land  is  go- 
ing to  be  offered  by  auction.  It  we  had  ucder- 
takea  to  buy  the  comer  lot  the  pan ies  would  not 
have  sold  for  'ess  than  a  dollar  a-.d  a  quarter  per 
foot. 

Mr.  Ciooker  ot  Ward  6 — I  think  I  can  answer 
the  question  in  regard  to  the  buil  Jiug  of  a  stable 
near  the  church.  The  law  provides  tor  stables 
where  hoi ses  or  carriages  are  kept  for  hire  or  to 
let.    It  would  rot  F.pply  to  such  a  stable  as  this. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  do  not  care  what  tbe 
lawmavbe.  Tcis  is  a  direct  question  as  to  the 
value  of  the  land.  I  had  occasiou  to  be  called 
upon,  two  wee'^s  ago,  to  take  a  depos  tio.i  in  the 
neighborhood,  and  I  a=ksd  toe  neighbors  about 
this  land.  I  found  that  the  land  in  the  neighbor- 
hood is  taxed  for  about  forty  cent-s  pei  toot.  1 
took  occasion  to  a-;k  a  membei  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil liping  in  the  vicinity,  who  kno\-  s  the  value  of 
tbe  land,  and  oe  placed  it  at  thirty-live  cents 
per  foot.  Now,  if  this  land  pas«es  thiougu 
two  or  three  hands  before  it  reach i«  us,  let 
us  ki  ow  it.  Is  the  city  of  Boston  to  be 
gouged  m  this  way.  This  is  not  the  first,  second, 
third  or  fourth  time.  I  do  not  want  to  mention 
any  names,  but  this  land  is  not  wotth  fifty  cents 
per  foot,  an  l  the  average  assessment  is  not  forty 
ceDts.    Daring  tbe  present  depressed  state  of  rea'l 
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estate  it  would  not  bring  more  than  thirty-five 
cents  per  toot.  I  oo  nor.  care  about  +his  legal 
question,  but  u  t  us  iiave  this  matter  investigated, 
ana  know  whether  the  city  of  Bost  >n  is  paying 
doublQ  price.  I  have  hid  the  audacity  to  sav  here- 
tofore i hat  if  tb  e  city  of  Boston  has  anything  to 
sell  she  is  obligel  to  sel>  for  twenty-five  per  cenr. 
le:s  than  an  mdividua1,  and  if  she  has  any- 
thing to  bu\  she  is  obliged  to  pay  twenty-five 
per  c  nt.  more.  Now,  I  ask  ilvthis  is  right?  Is  in 
right  for  us  to  sit  ber=  in  our  seats  and  vote  for 
such  measures?  -'Moiiy  a  mickle  make  a 
rnuckls,"  says  ihe  old  Scotchman.  "Little  by  lit- 
tle the  birds  builds  her  ne*t."  And  bttle  by  little 
thest  extraordinary  purchases  for  eLginr  houses 
and  school bous-r,  which  the  City  Government 
makes  cieep  into  millions.  Does  it  become  the 
City  Government  to  b3  satisfie  >  about  this?  My 
atte  tion  was  called  to  it  at  tt>e  first,  and  I  intend- 
td  to  ask  for  an  explanation.  I  hope  what  little  I 
have  said  will  call  the  attention  of  the  Council  to 
the  enormity  of  the  expenditure;,  and  tno  fact 
that  we  are  paying  double  price  for  this  latin. 

Mr.  Burditt  ot  Ward  16— So  far  as  this  property 
passing  tn rough  double  hanus  is  concerned, 
Messrs.  She? aro  and  Chester  claim  to  own  it,  and 
I  have  no  dou'jt  they  Jo.  The  committee  treated 
with  the  owners.  As  to  the  piice,  that  is  as  low  as 
they  will  sell  the  land.  We  looked  at  several 
other  pieces  of  land  in  the  neighborhooo,  and 
this  is  no  uoubt  the  cheapest  all  round.  If  the 
city  can  buv  land  there  at  «  less  piice,  no  one  will 
be  more  glad  of  ic  than  I.  It  is  necessa  y  to  have 
an  engine  house  in  that  locality,  and  we 
are  confined,  of  course  to  quite  a  small 
radius  m  our  search  for  the  land.  If 
the  Council  desire  i  we  can  advertise  for  propo- 
sal*. These  has  teen  a  i  rear,  deal  of  talk  a  I  out  it 
since  this  ore er  was  first  offeree,  but  this  is  the 
cneapest  lor  rhat  could  be  found,  except  one 
which  the  Fire  Commissioners  looked  ar,  and 
w  hich  the  sub-committee  has  since  looked  at  and 
deemed  the  most  expensive  in  price,  anc  the  com- 
missions s  come  around  to  our  opiuion  in  the 
matter. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Waul  5  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  question  of  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

The  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  was  loot  by  a  ris- 
ing vote — 2  for,  25  against. 

The  older  was  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

"petition  presented. 

By  M>:„  Thacher  of  Ward  15— 

Petition  of  T.  H.  Carbrey,  fox  leave  to  erect  a 
wooden  building  on  West  Silver  stxeet. 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  f.nd  In- 
spection ot  Buildings. 

NORTHAMPTON-  STREET  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Train  of  Waid  13  submitted  the  following, 
f  torn  the  Committee  on  the  Northampton-street 
District: 

Report  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  the  peti- 
tiou  of  Joseph  Nickerson,  for  compensation  for 
damages  to  his  estate  on  Hunneman  ttreet,  the 
petitioner  haviig  brought  his  suit  In  court  tor  the 
recovery  of  the  alleged  damages.  Accepted. 
Sent  up'. 

Report  on  petition  of  Bridget  Doulan,  for  abate- 
ment of  assessment  for  raising  tne  grade  of  her 
estate  on  Orange  court,  recommending  the  pass- 
age of  the  following: 

OrciereJ,  Thar  the  assessment  upon  th*  estate 
of  Bridget  Doulan,  on  Orangj  court,  for  raising 
the  grade  thereof,  as  provided  by  chapter  340  of 
the  acts  of  the  year  1873,  amounting  to  $214,  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  abated. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

THE  PARK    COMMISSIONERS. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12  offered  the  folio  vmg: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  re- 
quested to  report  an  order  providing  the  means 
for  paying  the  expenses  incurred  bv  the  Park 
Commissioners  for  clerical  services,  aad  for  ad- 
vertising, printing,  traps,  plans  and  stationery. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  provide  a  suitable  office  for 
the  use  of  the  Park  Commissioners,  and  the  neces- 
sary furniture  and  fixtures  for  the  same;  the  ex- 
pense to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Pub- 
lic Buildings. 

Severally  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

EAST  BOSTON    HIGH  SCHOOL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Day  of  Ward  1,  the  Council 
took  from  the  table  tne  report  that  it  is  inexpe- 
dient to  furnish  accommodations  for  a  high  school 


in  ExSt  Bostoa,  and  the  substitute  order  to 
futui=h  such  accommodations.  (City  Document 
No.  93.) 

The  question  was  on  the  motion  to  substitute 
the  ot  der  for  the  report. 

Mr.  Day— This  is  an  important  matter  to  the 
people  of  East  Bostou.  and  one  Ithink  that  should 
be  settled  tonight.  East  Boston  asSs  for  this,  not 
on  account  of  any  lack  or  high-school  accommo- 
dations in  the  city,  but  on  account  ot  the  oifficulty 
of  reaching  them,  owing  to  our  isolated  position. 
If  this  school  is  established  in  East  Boston,  the  to- 
tal number  ot  scholars  there  will  tnu*  have  the 
advantages  of  obtaining  a  higher  education. 
That  rhis  is  tuie  is  evident  from  th?  fact 
that  East  Bcscon  has  more  scholars  between 
the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen  than  Charlestown;  yet 
Cbarle3town  has  215  pupils  in  hex  high  school, 
while  East  Bost  m  sends  but  118  to  the  city.  The 
fact  tnat  there  are  high  schools  outside  of  the  cen- 
tral one  is  to  me  the  strongest  argument  in  favor 
of  this  school,  remembering  that  one-tenth  ot  the 
pupils  are  located  the  e.  It  can  be  done  at  this 
time  at  a  very  moderate  expense,  the  city  owning 
a  building  in  which  theie  is  a  vacant  room  suit- 
able for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9—1  hope  the  substitute  order 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1  will  not  be  adopted, 
but  the.t  the  report  of  the  committee  will  be  ac- 
cepted, tor  the  reasons  therein  driven.  The  city 
already  supports  nine  high  schools.  It  bad  only 
one  originally,  but  each  ancexatioo  of  additional 
temtoty  brought  another.  The  masters  of  these 
high  schools  receive  the  same  salary  as  that  of  the 
master  of  the  Etglish  High  School  on  Bedford 
street;  and  if  we  establish  this  school  we  shall 
having  another  teacher  drawing  an  equal 
salary  with  the  other  masters.  The  city  expend- 
ed over  §284,000  last  year  for  blab,  schools,  and  I 
think  it  is  pretty  generally  understood  tb?.t  under 
the  present  manage Dent  of  the  School  Boatd  the 
expense  of  maintaining  the  public  schools  is  very 
miich  givater  than  it  should  be,  and  that  a  great 
many  expensive  ideas  and  notions  have  Deen  in- 
troduced that  should  not  be.  On  the  1st  of 
next  January  a  new  system  will  begin,  un- 
der a  small,  compact,  body  of  men,  who 
will  take  this  matter  into  careful  consideration. 
Under  those  circnmstatices  I  think  it  is  uowise 
for  the  city  to  take  any  steps  at  the  present  time 
which  will  tend  to  complicate  school  matters,  or 
put  the  new  body  in  such  a  position  that  they  may 
be  embarrassed  by  any  previous  action  of  the  City 
Council  or  School  Board.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  1  suggests  that  this  can  be  done  at 
a  very  small  expense.  Possibly  it  may 
for  a  very  short  time ;  but  if  That  school 
is  established,  they  will  ^ant  the  same  high-school 
facilities,  such  as  a  chemical  apparatus  and  all  the 
appurtenances,  that  are  possessed  by  the  other 
high  schools.  They  would  soon  want  a  high- 
school  buildiug,  as  a  high  school  cannot  be  suc- 
cessfully continued  in  one.  room.  It  requires  a 
separate  building,  with  a  head  master,  sub-master 
and  corps  of  assistants,  and  the  classes 
will  have  to  be  graded  to  make  it  avail- 
able. The  Normal  School,  which  had  the 
last  year  only  sixty-four  pupils,  are  in  the 
building  of  tt.e  Girls'  High  School  on  Newton 
street,  and  ever  since  tbey  hiive  been  theie  they 
have  been  trying  to  get  out.  No  doubt  eventually 
a  buildiug  will  have  to  be  elected  for-  that  school. 
Nearlv  every  step  of  the  School  Board  seems  to  be 
to  incur  expenses ;  and  it  would  be  difncultj.  think,, 
to  find  in  their  proceedings  for  the  past  year  %ny 
tendency  to  decrease  expenditures.  A.s  this  whole 
system  is  to  uudergo  a  veiy  radical  change  at  an 
early  dav,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  very  un- 
wise to  establish  this  high  school  in  East  Boston 
uo  w.  I  admit  that  access  to  the  school  in  Bedfoid 
street  and  to  the  Gins'  High  School  is  difficult 
aad  afe  oded  with  some  inconvenience  to  the  pu- 
pils id  East  Boston;  but  they  do  not  have  farther 
to  come  than  many  others,  and  they  are  furnished 
with  free  terry  tickets.  Agreatmany  boys  and  girls 
attend  the  schools  on  Bedford  and  Newton  streets 
from  places  in  Dorchester  and  Roxbury  which 
ate  fartner  off  thsn  those  from  which  the  East 
Bosto  i  pupils  come.  Taking  the  whole  matter  in- 
to consider?  ticn,  I  feel  that  there  are  ten  argu- 
ments against  establishing  this  S3hool  at  present 
to  one  for  it. 

Mr.  Harrigau  of  Waid  1— The  gentleman  has 
spoken,  very  hilariously  against  the  public  schools 
in  anticioation  of  what  is  to  take  place  in  the  fu- 
ture along  with  what  has  been  in  the  past.  The 
people  ot  East  Boston  have  asked  for  these  addi- 
tional accommodations,  and   we  as  pareDts  feel 
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the  necessity  of  them  very  much.    There  are  not 
'probablv  30,000  people  in  Bo3ton  who  feel  as  we  do 
upon  this   high-school  matter;  and  with  gi  eat  re- 
spect for  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  I 
think  myself  that  the  request  might  have  been  at- 
tended to  differently  an  d  with  a  1  it-tie  moi  e  court esy . 
Instead  of  that,  all  that  was  put  into  tue  lepoit 
was  a  few  reasons  whytbe  school  should  not  be 
established.    The  writer  goes  very  strongly  into 
the  expense  attending   the  master.     I  have  no 
doubt  that  masters  of  high  schools  are  very  ex- 
pensive luxuries,  and  that  theie  is  an  expense  at- 
tending sch.oolaou.ses.    We  all  agree  that  they  are 
vtrv  expensive.    But  we  do  not  need  a   school- 
house  for  high-school  purposes  in  East  Boston,  if 
we  get  one,  and  shall  not  for  yeais  to  come.     I 
think  it  is  unnecessary  to  go  over  that  or  ovei  the 
matter  of  th-  very  high  salary  of  the  master.    The 
gen'lenian  f rom  Ward  9  speaks  of  chilr .ren  coin- 
ing  f rem  the  North  End,  Roxbury. and  t 'ce  High- 
lauds    to   the     high   scliool    on   Bedford   "treet. 
Some    of    then    con:e    as    tar    as    from   Win- 
chester.    But.    they  nave    horse   cars    to    carry 
them  by  the  building,  whilfc*  our  children  in    East 
Bostou,   except    on   one   street,   have    :o    walk 
a  mile  oi  a  mile  aid   a  half  to  get  to   that  line 
of   cars   which   bring-,   tbem  anywhere  r  ear  this 
high  school.    Mr.  President,  I  know  children  that 
have  to  walk  two  miles  anc  a  half  to  get  to  that 
line   of   ciirs   running  on  Meridian  street  so  that 
tbey  may  eet  to  the  hign  school  in  Boston  proper. 
I  know  children    that   have   to   ge' up  and  make 
their    little    toilets    at  half-past  six   o'clock  in 
the     morning,    swallow    a     cup     of    coff  e     or 
tea      atsd     ruu     to     get     the     car.       I     know 
parents,     sir,    in      East    Boston    who    will    not 
send  their  children  to  the  high  school  m  Bedford 
stieet  because  they  believe  they  are  sending  them 
to  early  graves.    I  know  one  young  man  in  partic- 
ular who  has  been  rendered  perfectly  useless  for 
himself  or  anybody  ehe  by  running  for  horse  oars 
ana  walking  early  and  lati  in  raiu  ano   stoim  to 
get  to  the  high  school.    And  yet  we  are  told  that 
it  is  inexpedient  to  save  the  lives  of  these  children, 
by  doing  what?  not  by  building  a  building,  but  by 
simply  paymg  a  master  for  that  locality  and  put- 
ting in  sixty-five  desks  aad  chairs.    The  gentle- 
man   savs  that  is    all    we  have  or  we  may  have 
one  hundred.     I  think  we  have;    but  he  knows 
better,  being  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Instruction.    Now,  sir,  I  think  this  might  be 
divided  into  two  propositions,  and  be    put  into 
bfttei  shape  than   a   simple   curt  report  inexpe- 
dient.    There  is  not  a  father  or  a  mother   of   a 
family  in  that  section  who  does  not  wish  for  this 
high  school.     We  are  poor  there — very  poor  in- 
deed— poor  in  everything  but  honesty  and  indus- 
try; that  we  are  rich  in.    We  are   poor  in  crinui- 
rals;  for  every  crime  committed  there    we    are 
obliged  to  import  the  criminal.  Now.  sir,  1  do  want 
to  save  our  children.    Mr.  Presirtent,  a  little  girl 
leaves  her  bed  in  the  morning  at  six  o'clock.    She 
performs  her  toilet,  takes  e,  cup  of  te»,  and  has  to 
run  a  mile,  amile  and  a  half  or  two  miles,  to  cat  h 
the  horse  car  at  twenty   minutes   befoie   eight 
o'clock,  in  order  to  get  to  school  at  nine.    What  is 
she  good  for  the  rest  of  the  day?    Ai  d  yet  the 
committee  tell  us  it  is  inexpedient  to  save  the 
lives  of  these  children  ;  some  time  or  other  there 
will  be  a  revolution.     We  want  to  save  the  lives 
of  our    present   boys  and  girls.    It  is  necessarv. 
There  has  not  beeu  an  order  passed  in  this  Coun- 
cil, while  I  have  been  a  member  of  it,  that  is  more 
reasonable  and   more  necessary  for  the  life  and 


well-being  of  our  childien  than  this  order  now  be- 
foie us. 

Mr.  Sbaw  of  Ward  5—1  agree  most  heartily, 
most  sympathetically, with  the  last  speaker  in  the 
whole  of  his  remarks.    I  tbink  if  there  is  anything 
wbinb  the  city  of  Boston  ought  to  do  today  it  is  to 
establish  a  high  school  in  East  Boston.    Gentle- 
men may  laugh  at  it  if  thry  will,  but  there  are  30,- 
000  people  over  there  sepai  ated  from  the  city  prop- 
er by  deep  water.   The  gentleman  from  Ward  1  has 
referred  to  ihe  difficulty  which  the  boys  and  girl?,  of 
East  Boston  experience  in  gettirg  to   the   high 
school  in  the  ciiy.     Sh,   there   are   fathers    and 
mothers  in  East  Boston   who  do  not  dara,  with 
the  tiamps  that   infest  the   city,  to  allow  tneir 
little  children  to  come  alone  to  Boston.    It  is  not 
safe  for  them  to  do  it.    Here,  '•lr,  is  a  very  large 
and  numerously  signed  petition  of   citizens   and 
taxpayers  of  East  Boston  fo/  a  high  school  to  be 
established  there  ;  ana  a  gentleman  rises  in    his 
place  and  brings  up  an  objection  which  the  wind 
watts  away  in  a  moment.    When  I  was  a  member 
of  this    honorable     Committee    on    Public    In- 
struction last  year,  a  school  building  was  asked 
for   on  the    Back    Bay.      Th3    commitiee    said 
emphatically  it  was  not  needed.      Then  up  come 
the  learned,  astute  and  profound  lawyers,  enr- 
p1oyed  and  pail  by  those  eminent  ard  autocratic 
citizens,  and  prevailed  upon  tbar  honorable  com- 
mittee to  establish  a  school  in   that  district,  as 
needles  in  itself  doubtless  as  the  fifth  wheel  of  a 
coach;  and  now,   when  30,000  citizens,  separated 
from  us  by  deep  water,  a*k  for  the  privileges  for 
which  they  have  as  taxpayers  paid,  they  "are  de- 
nied curtly  and  shortly,  as  my  friend  has  said.    It 
is  not  right,  decent,  just,  proper  nor  becoming, 
sir,  to  the  Athens  of  Ameiica,  the  city  of  learn- 
ing,    justice     and    puritv,  •  sir,     it     may     be 
called,  until    the     miserable     skunks,     scamps 
and     scoundrels    that    have    filled    our    streets 
and    those   of    East    Boston,    who     have    come 
upon  the  stage  and  taken    little  boys  and   mur- 
dered  and  abused  them,  as  has  been  done,  are  re- 
moved.   Give  a  higb  school  to  these  30,000  people 
where  they  may  get  the  learning  we  all  in  the  city 
pi o per  are"  obtaining  for  our  children.    Give  them 
an  opportunity,  and  may  God  speed  them  in  then- 
earnest  endeavor. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4— The  question  betore 
us  is  ODe  which  will  interest  all  'the  Council  as  a 
matter  of  course.  But  the  attendance  tonight  is 
rhin.  The  subject  is  one  which  deserves  a  great 
deal  of  earnest  consideration  As  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  9  has  pointed  out,  it  is  not  the 
commencement  which  costs  so  much  but  the 
necessary  step"  which  follow.  In  regard  to  this 
question' of  high  schools  I  have  my  decided  con- 
victions, and  I  am  sorry  to  say  I  differ  in  many 
respects  from  the  opinions  expressed.  It  wou'd 
take  some  arguments  to  convince  me  of  the  neces- 
sity of  establishing  a  high  school  in  East  Boston, 
or  of  maintaining  some  of  those  established  in 
other  patts  of  the  city.  I  wish  to  have  that  dis- 
cussed by  those  who  have  strong  leasons  for  es- 
tablishing them.  For  that  reason  and  for  the 
purpose  that  it  may  come  before  the  Council  at 
the  most  favorable  moment,  as  I  understand  if  we 
stop  the  discussion  at  the  present  time  it  will 
come  up  as  unfinished  business  at  the  next  meet- 
ing oi  the  Council,  when  I  trust  the  attendance 
will  be  larger,  I  moye  tbat  the  Council  do  now 
adiourn. 

The  motion  prevailed  and  the  Council  ad- 
journed. 
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BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

SEPTEMBER   6,    1875. 


Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATION  CONFIRMED. 

Public;  Weigher— George  R.  Coffin. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Tlree  gia.d  and  five  petit  jurors  were  drawn 
for  the  September  term  of  the  Uiited  States  Dis- 
trict Court,  and  four  grand  jurors  for  Superior 
Criminal  Court. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE. 

Sewers.  Tbe  subjects  of  constructing  seweis  in 
Fifth  street,  from  H  to  I  street;  m  Bremen  street, 
between  Brooks  and  Putnam  streets;  in  Rosliu 
street,  Roxbury;  in  Maverick  street,  between 
Lamson  and  Jeffries  street5;;  in  Fifth  street,  be- 
tween P  and  Q  streets ;  and  in  Q  street,  between 
Fiftb  street  and  tide  water,  were  severally  con- 
sidered on  orders  of  notice.  No  one  appeared  to 
object,  and  toe  petitions  were  recommitted  to  tbe 
Coommittee  on  Se  vers. 

Cambridge  Railroad  Company.  Tbe  petition  of 
this  company  for  leave  to  lay  an  additional  track 
in  Lsverett  street,  from  Cragie's  Bridge  to  Bright- 
on street,  was  considered  on  an  oroer  of  notice. 
No  one  appeal  ed  to  object,  and  the  matter  was  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Henry  Fry**,  to  be  paid  for  damages  at 
579  Dorchester"  avenue,  on  account  of  laying  out 
Swett  sti-et. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  J.  W.  Maloon  et 
al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Salem-street  aveaue,  Cbarles- 
town. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Armories.  Ninth 
Regiment  Infaniry,  M.  V.  M.,  tbat  the  City  Coun- 
cil assume  a  bill  of  $180  contracted  oy  them  for 
the  use  of  the  dii'l  shed  of  tbe  Massachusetts  In- 
stitute of  TV choology. 

To  the  Joint  Commiteee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  William  H.  Wbitmcie,  for 
leave  to  erect  a  wooc'en  building  si'uated  on  land 
and  wharf  near  foot  of  K.  street,  Souib  Boston. 

Morns  &  Ireland,  for  leave  to  eiect  a  wooden 
building  situated  on  rear  41  Bristol  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables,  as 
follows:  F.  L.  Pierce,  new  wooden,  one  horse, 
Marcb  •.  treet,  Ward  16;  N.  C.  Decker,  old  wooden, 
five  horses,  Swett  strt-et,  corner  Ellery  strtet; 
B.  Royce,  new  wooden,  t*o  horses,  in  lear  or 
Leonard  sireet;  George  H.  Pike,  new  wooden,  two 
hcr?e-,  Woodviile  square. 

Charles  Richardson  et  al.,  against  the  erection 
of  a  stable  on  High  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  James  E.  Bowe, 
that  G  street,  between  Eighth  and  Ninth  streets, 
he  graded. 

Michael  MeDermott,  to  be  paid  for  grade  dam- 
ages at  70  Athens  street. 

William  L.  Johnso  et  al.,  tor  a  plank  sidewalk  in 
Washington  street,  Ward  17,  between  Basto  clace 
a  d  Dudley  *  venue. 

Dexter  Humphreys  et  al.,  tbat  Humphrey's 
court  he  Lamed  Humphrey's  place;  aiso  thai  the 
proposed  street  from  738  Dudley  street  to  Hum- 
phrey street  oe  called  Humphiey  square. 

E.  S.  Winchester  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  lay  a  track 
from  the  Old  Culouy  Railroad  across  Foundry 
street  to  their  building  on  Foundry  street,  South 
Bust  n. 

A.  T.  Meserve  f>r  eogestones  and  brick  side- 
walk on  Thornton  street. 

A.  Hoitt  &  Sons  et  al.,  tbat  Canal  street  be  re- 
paved  from  Travern  to  Causeway  street. 

L.  W.  Shaw,  tor  leave  to  move  a  wooden  build- 
ing t>om  East  Dover  street  to  Harrison  avenue, 
near  Bristol  street. 

George  R.  Fowler,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
on  Eliot  street.  Ward  17. 

Joseph  S.  Hyde  et  al.,  that  sidewalks  be  laid 
and  gutters  paved  on  Bowdoin  strtel ,  Ward  16, 
from  Greeo  to  Washington  street. 

Pf-citioos  for  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of  estates 
of  Theresa  M.  Lord,  10  Akron  street ;  M.  L.  Eaton, 
46  Linwood  street;  A.  &  J.  McLaren,  corner  of 
Prescott  and  Saratoga  streets. 


NOTICE  OF  CLAIM. 

Notice  was  received  from  Charles  L.  Smithed  a?., 
of  their  claim  to  a  portion  of  land  in  front  of  es- 
tate of  Stephen  Smith  on  Treouont  street,  corner 
of  Spiingfield  street.    Placed  <>n  file. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Order  for  the  romovol  of  a  tree  from  738  Main 
street,  Charlestown.    Pnssed. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE    COMMON    COUNCIL    FOR    CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Petition  of  T.  H.  Carorey.   Referred. 

The  orders  to  co.  struct  a  sewer  in  the  Mystic 
Valley,  and  for  a  loan  of  $205,000  to  meet  the  ex- 
pense taereof ,  came  up  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Water,  wuh  instructions  to  consider  th»  legal- 
ity of  the  proDOsed  measure,  and  to  report  at  tbe 
next  meeting  of  the  Common  Council.  Con- 
curred. 

The  renoit  of  the  enumerators  of  the  census  for 
tbe  city  "  of  Boston  came  up  referred  to  the  joint 
special  committee  on  that  subject,  with  instruc- 
tions to  consider  the  expediency  of  obtaining 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  statis- 
tics relating  to  Bo -ton.    Coocurrtd. 

Report  and  orler  to  abate  assessment  of  Bridget 
Donlan  $214,  for  improvement  of  estate  on 
Orange  couit,  !No;thampton-street  district. 
Parsed. 

Report  that  no  further  actio  a  is  necessary  on 
petition  of  Joseph  NicKersou,  to  be  paid  for  dam- 
ages to  his  estate  on  Huonemau  street,  he  having 
commenced  a  suit  therefor.    Accepted. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Public  Library  to  nom- 
inate a  candidate  for  trustee  in  place  of  Daniel  S. 
Curtis,  resigned.    Passed. 

THE  GLOVER  STATUE. 

The  chairman  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
•  mittee  on  Finance  trat  tbe  order  authorizing  tbe 
transfer  of  $1100  from  tbe  item  of  laoor  iu  the 
appropriation  tor  ComcLon,  etc.,  fot  the  purpose 
of  providing  a  suitable  foundation  for  a  statue  of 
General  Glovei,in  Commonwealth-avenue  enclos- 
ure, ougnc  to  pass.  The  report  was  accepted  and 
tne  oiuer  was  Dissed— yeas  11,  nays  0.   Sent  dowc. 

PALAIS  ROYAL  THEATRE. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Licenses,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  ot  Cordelia  J.  Slade 
foi  leave  to  give  oramatic  and  musical 
entertainments  at  90  Com  t  street,  have  consider- 
ed toe  suDJect  of  the  petition  and  have  visited  tbe 
premises  in  question.  These  lire iiises  arf  prnoa- 
blv  well  ki  own  to  the  Board  as  having  been 
constructed  especially  for  an  extended  bilHaid 
saloon,  in  which  are  contained  nineteen  tables 
and  six  bowling  all°ys,  which  are  duly  licensed  by 
mis  Board.  Mis.  Siade  is  also  licensed  by  the 
commissioners  as  a  tirsf-cl  ss  victualler  al  the 
same  establishment.  It  is  proposed  now  to  locate 
a  theatre  or  conceit  room  in  the  upper  story  of 
this  builoing,  access  to  whico  must  be  had  by 
passing  by  or  througn  tbe  billiard  and  lunch 
rooojs  and  up  two  or  more  flights  of  still  s.  Wi  n 
such  accessories,  ano  especially  with  the  want  of 
facilities  of  access  aDd  egress  for  tbe  proposed 
auditorium,  the  committee  deem  the  locality  an 
improper  one  for  tbe  establishment  of  atheatie, 
and  therefore  recommeno  tnat  the  petitioner  nave 
leave  to  withdraw.    Accepted. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses,  as  follows: 

Billiard  Licenses  Graoted— Kendall  &  Co.,  1 
Coolidge  Building:,  Bowdoin  square;  Geoige  K. 
Saville,  4  Palmer  stre-c. 

Dealer  in  secomi-hand  Articles  Licensed — Abra- 
ham Wolfsoo,  49  Merrimac  street. 

Hack  License  Granted— R.  F.  McNally,  10  Post 
Office  tquaie. 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted— Bu.kley's  Sere- 
naoeis,to  give  concerts  at  Beethoven  Hall;  Heury 
Box  Brown,  to  give  exhibitions  auring  the  present 
month. 

Auctioneers  Licensed— Hamson  A..  Aldiicb,  35 
Corgress  street;  H.R.Mitchell,  251  Washington 
street;  Charles  W.  Lawrence,  145  and  147  Wash- 
ington street;  Leopold  Daviason,  11  Court  square. 

Intelligence  Office  Licensed— C.  W.  Hall,  32% 
Hanover  street. 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted — Charles  Carter,  39 
Havethill  street;  John  Atwood,  15  and  16  Com- 
mercial wharf j  Michael  Ryan,  Fleet  and  North 
streets;  Phillips  &  Chapman,  Suffolk  pliice; 
Tnomas  Horn,  272  Norfolk  avenue. 

Severally  accepted. 
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PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 

Aldeimau  Prescott  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  mat  it  is  inex- 
pedient to  comply  with  the  request  of  the  School 
Committee  to  provide  suitable  accommodations 
for  school  for  licensed  female  minors.  Accepted. 
Sent  down. 

Also  a  report  that  it  would  not  be  expedient  to 
provide  accommodations  for  the  kindergart  en 
schools  recently  establisbed.by  the  School  Com- 
mittee. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  desire  to  state  that  the 
School  Board  at  a  meeting  in  Juae  voted  to  estab- 
lish four  or  five  kindergarten  schools  in  different 
sections  of  the  city;  but  upon  inquiring  of  the 
City  Solicitor  he  gives  the  opinion  that  the  School 
Board  of  themselves  have  no  right  to  establish 
those  schools  without  the  consent  of  the  City 
Council.  The  committee  htve  not  considered  it 
expedient  to  establish  those  schools,  and  accord- 
ingly leport  against  any  accommodations  being 
piovided  for  them. 

The  report  was  accepted.    Sent  down. 

STEAMKR  FOB  PUBLIC   INSTITUTIONS. 

Alderman  Power  presented  a  communication] 
f  10m  the  Directors  of  Public  Institutions,  request- 
ing an  appropriation  of  $5000  lor  trie  purpose  of 
procuring  outfit  and  defraying  the  general  ex- 
penses its  fitting  up  the  new  stepuoboat  now  ia 
process  of  construction,  to  take  the  place  of  the 
Henry  Morrison.  The  contract  price  for  buiidiog 
the  steamer  is  $40,000,  the  amount  appropriated. 

Alderman  Power — It  appears  bes'  for  ms  to  of- 
fer a  little  explanation  of  this  matter,  as  it  might 
t>e  thought  bv  those  nol  familiar  with  such  mat- 
ters that  the  Directors  tor  Public  Institutions 
have  wilfully  contracted  a  debt  of  $45,000,  when 
this  Government  had  authorized  only  $40,000.  In 
explaration  I  would  say  that  $40,000  were  appro- 
priated for  the  new  steamboat,  and  th?  committee 
*uceeeded  in  gettiog  such  a  boat  as  they  wanted 
for  that  money.  In  building  such  a  boat  no  one 
ever— at  least  I  never  did;  and  have  built  a  good 
many — thought  of  figuring  the  outfit  into  the 
price  of  building,  as  it  is  very  much  like 
building  a  house.  Very  often  a  gentle- 
man bu.il  is,  a  house  and  toe  furniture  inside  costs 
a  great  deal  more  thin  the  house  itself.  The  out- 
fit of  tbe  steamboat  means  the  furniture,  and 
what  it  will  cost  will  depend  upon  toe  kind  of  fur- 
niture used.  It  was  thought  by  some  that  perhaps 
some  of  the  old  furniture  might  be  used  in  the 
new  boat,  and  thus  obviate  the  necessity  for  ask- 
ing for  an  additional  amount.  But  I  advised  the 
directors  to  take  nothing  aw.-ty  from  the  old  boat, 
as  whatever  they  took  away  would  lessen  her 
value,  and  she  would  bring  only  so  much  less. 
Consequently  we  ask  tor  that  appropriation. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  toe  communi- 
cation was  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  oa 
Public  Institutions. 

Alderman  Power  also  presented  communica- 
tion!- from  the  Directors  for  Public  Institutions, 
that  ths  new  s  earner  will  be  considerably  larger 
than  the  Henry  Morrison,  and  it  will  be  necessary 
to  make  some  alterations  ir  the  berth  oow  occu- 
pieo  by  her  on  Eastern -avenue  wharf,  and  re- 
questing chat  the  same  be  made;  also  that,  for 
tbe  same  reason,  alterations  will  have  to  be  made 
in  the  wbarf  at  Deer  Island,  the  co?t  of  which  the 
Ciiy  Engineer  estimates  at  $3000,  whicn  can  bt 
defrayed  from  tbe  appropriation  for  Alterations 
and  Repairs  at  the  Houce  of  Industry,  and  they 
request  the  necessary  transfer.  Severally  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

REPORT  OF  CITY    OFFICER. 

Auditor  of  Accounts.  Monthly  exhibit  for  Sept. 
5,  giving  the  following  summary  of  the  appropri- 
ations : 

Appropriations, 

Revenues,  etc.  Expended.     Unexpended. 

General ....  $13,724,816.37  $4,455,793.88          $9,26*1,022.49 

Special 4,347,791.31  74^,824.19           3,601,967.12 

$18,072,607.68        $5,201,618.07        $12,870,989.61 
Sent  down. 

VEGETABLE  MARKET. 

Alderman  Prescott  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Markets  beg  leave  to  repre- 
sent that  an  additional  appiopriation  ot  $6000 
"will  be  requi-ed  to  pay  tor  giading  the  lot  of  land 
leased  to  the  cityfor  market  purposes  by  the  Mer- 
cantile Wharf  Company.  In  preparing  the  o,  iginal 
estimates  the  committee  w^re  informed  that  tbe 
amount  of  earth  reqiued  tor  giading  would  not 


exceed  300  squares.  After  the  contract  had  bem 
awarded  and  the  work  of  fillitg  commenced  it  was 
found  that  a  much  larger  amount— now  estimated 
at  2000  squares— would  be  needed.  To  accountfor 
this  discrepancy  in  tbe  estimates  it  is  necessary  to 
go  back  to  the  original  filling  of  the  flats  in  1869- 
70.  To  prevent  the'  nuisance  which  would  be 
created  bv  the  discharge  of  se«ers  into  tbe  docks 
enclosed  by  ihe  coLstructioniOf  Atlantic  avenue, 
tbe  city  was  authorized  by  a  special  act  of  the  Leg- 
islate (1867  c.  181)  to  fill  up  the  docks  with 
earth  from  Fort  Hill  and  assess  ihe  expense  upon 
theo*neis.  A  portion  of  the  flats  owned  by  the 
Mercantile  Wharf  Company  was  covered  by  a  pile 
wharf,  which  should  have  been  reuoveo  " before 
tbe  filling  was  commenced;  but  the  contractors 
negligently  allowed  it  to  remain,  and  majked  it 
with  a  th>n  covrrmg  of  eaith.  It  does  not  appear 
that  they  were  benefited  by  this  operation, 
as  they  were  paid  upon  the  certificates 
of  the  City  Engineer  for  the  amount 
of  earth  taken  from  the  bank  at  Fort 
Hill.  When  tbe  assessments  were  made  upon  the 
owners  of  toe  docks  and  wharves  for  the  filling 
f.urrished  by  the  city,  the  wbole  amount  taken 
from  Fort  Hil<  was  divided  among  the  seveial 
owners  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  required  to 
fill  Foli't  each  of  the  lots.  Tbe  Mercantile  Wharf 
Company  were  assessed  th^ir  proportional  part  of 
the  expense  on  the  basis  of  a  solid  filling  of  their 
flats.  Having  paid  the  assessments,  they  might 
proper  y  demand  that  the  city  should  complete 
the  work,  even  if  the  l«rase  for  market  pur- 
popses  had  not  been  executed.  The  improper 
manner  in  which  the  v/ork  had  been  done  by  the 
Foit  Hill  contractors  was  not  discovered  until  the 
work  of  grading  under  the  preent  contract  had 
been  commenced.  In  order  to  out  the  grounds  in 
proper  condition  for  occupation  it  is  necessiry  lo 
remove  the  plat  king  of  the  old  wharf  and  fill 
solid  Ihe  open  space  under  it.  The  price 
at  which  the  gravel  is  beiag  furniRhed, 
nameiy,  $5.49  per  square  of  eight  cable 
yards,  js  veiy  low;  and,  as  tbe  work  could  not 
be  delayed  without  loss  to  the  city,  the  comm'ttee 
have  deemed  it  their  duty,  under  the  circum- 
stances, t)  allow  the  contractor  to  go  on.  They 
take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  submit  to  the 
City  Council  a  statement  of  the  facts,  and  to  rec- 
ommend that  this  Committee  on  Finance  be  re- 
quested to  report  an  order  prot  idingan  additional 
appropriation. 

Accepted  and  refe. 'red  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance.   Sent  down. 

HACK  RULES  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  tbe  following 
(City  Document  97): 

"Tbe  Committee  on  Licenses  report  that,  by  a 
rece.  t  decision  of  the  Municipal  Court.it  has  been 
adjudged  that  tins  Boat  d  has  no  authority  to  im- 
pose penalties  exceeding  twenty  dollars  for  a 
breacn  of  its  back  or  wagon  regulations.  And  as 
the  City  Solicit  >r  nas  aovised  a  reeoactmeat  of 
said  regulation^,  the  committee  have  reconsidered 
the  same,  and  submit  them  for  passage." 

[The  new  rules  aud  orders  are  the  *ame  as  the 
old  one,  except  a  caange  of  the  penalty  from  "not 
Iessth*o  $2  loi  more  than  $50,"  to  "not  exceed- 
ing $20,"  ana  a  few  verbal  changes.] 

Read  once. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Alderman  O'Brien  submitted  a  report  from  tl-e 
Committee  on  Public  L^ndson  petition  of  H.  R. 
Plimpton,  recommending  the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing; 

Ordered,  That  his  Voor  the  Mayor  be  end  is 
heieby  authorized  to  execute  a  d»ed  to  Heniy  K. 
Plimpton  for  18,000  square  feet  of  lr«ud  situated  on 
tbe  corner  of  Albany  and  Dover  streets,  and  being 
a  portion  of  tbe  laud  described  in  an  agreement 
given  by  the  city  of  Boston  to  bim  to  convey  tb,«* 
same,  aoo  dateo  Aug.  14, 1872,  af  cei  be  shall  have 
paid  the  instalment  and  interest  now  due  on  tne 
nond  as  given  to  the  city  by  sid  Plimpton,  and 
bearing  even  date  with  tbe  agreement;  and  upon 
tbe  express  condition  that  he  executes  and  deliv- 
ers to  the  Superinteuaent  o*'  Public  Lands  an  in- 
strurnentor  inst  uments  crawn  satisfactory  to  ttic 
City  Solicitor  whereby  the  mbts  anu  interest  of 
the  city  10  and  to  the  benu  may  be  protected. 

Read  twice  ana  passed.    Sent  dowu. 

HOCKS   FOB  CL-EEKS     IN    COLLECTOR'S  AND  TREA- 
SURER'S OFFICES. 

Alderman  Bignlow  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,ThattheC)mmittee  on  Ordinances  be 
requested  lo  report  »n  ordinance  estab  ishing  (he 
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office  boms  of  the  clerks  and    others  connected 
with  the  Collector's  Departments. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

REMOVAL  OF  PROJECTING  SIGNS. 

Alder m  a  Barrage  submitted  a  report  on  peti- 
tion ot  George  Young,  recommending  the  passage 
of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That,  the  Chief  of  Police  be  directed  to 
notify  M.  Engeihardt,  No.  2  Cornhill  court;  A..  J. 
Rich,  No.  2  Cornhill  court,  and  George  C.  Merrill, 
corner  Cornhill  court  and  Washington  street,  to 
remove  fortuwith  the  sigmsin  front  of  their  prem- 
ises, wuicn  project  mo. e  than  one  foot  into  or 
ower  Cornhill  court;  and  in  case  the  said  persons 
or  any  ot  toem  neglect  or  refuse  to  do  so  within 
ten  days  from  ihe  passage  of  this  order,  the  Chief 
of  Police  is  hereby  instructed  to  cause  complaints 
to  be  made  as  provided  in  the  twenty-third  sec- 
tion of  the  ordinance  in  relation  to  streets,  passed 
the  29'b  of  October,  A.  D.  1869. 

Read  ttfice  and  passed. 

POLICE  BADGES,  ETC. 

Alderman  Bunage  submitted  the  following  : 
The  Committee  on  Police  would  respectfully  re- 
quest that  the  sum  of  $1300  be  transferred  from 
the  appropuation  for  salaries  of  patrolmen  to  the 
appropriation  for  badges,  wreaths,  oumbers,  clubs, 
irous,  outtons  and  lanterns.  Th's  anditional  ap- 
propriation is  lequired  on  account  of  the  payment 
of  bills  contracted  previous  to  ihe  present  finan- 
cial y ear,  aad  lor  extra  expenses  incurred  in  the 
celebration  of  the  17th  of  June.  Accepted  and  re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Finance.    Seat  dowi. 

TEAM  WORK   ON   PUBLIC   GROUNDS. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  folio  vmg  from  the 
Jo^nt  Committee  on  Common  and  Public  Grounds: 

Ordeied,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  exp?nd  for  team 
work,  in  addition  to  the  appioprittion  heretofore 
made,  tne  sum  of  $500 ;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Common  and  Publi3 
Grounds. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  the  following  from 
Committee  on  Paving: 

Reports  in  favor  of  granti.  g  the  following  peti- 
tions, on  the  usual  conditioos:  Richard  W.  Baker, 
.  to  move  woouen  building  fiom  Providence  Rail- 
road at  Forest  Hills  to  Hyde  Paris  avenue,  Ward 
17;  S.  G.  Bowdlear  &  Co.,  to  maintain  and  use  a 
hoisting  apparatus  at  17  Commerce  street;  Gard- 
ner, Stone  &  Co.,  to  maintain  and  use  a  hoisting 
apparatus  at  4  Commerce  street;  Eustis  &  Dar- 
ling, to  maintain  a  hoisting  apparatus  at  5  Com- 
merce street;  Cr  >sby  &  Blaney,  to  maintain  and 
use  a  hoisting  apparatus  at  6  Commerce  street. 
Severally  accepted. 

Report  that  no  action  is  necessary  oo  petition  of 
Ezra  Farnsworth  et  al.,  that  the  paving  of  North 
street  be  continued  as  tar  as  North  End  Mission, 
orders  for  the  wo i k  having  already  been  passed. 
Accepted. 

Reports,  iccommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  of  Samusl  H.Russeli,  trustee,  for  change 
of  grade  of  Milk  street;  and  Andrew  T.  Merseve 
for  edgestones  and  sidewalk  at  5  Vale  street.  Ac- 
cepted . 

Reports  and  orders  for  brick  sidewalks  in  front 
of  estates  of  David  C.Condon,  72, 74 Baxter  street; 
Hannah  Smith,  415-421  Third  street;  Patrick 
Meade,  8  Decatur  street,  Charlestown;  G.  G. 
Shaw,  768-776  Sixth  street;  Rebecca  W.  Warren, 
26,28  Renfrew  street;  Catherine  Linnehan.  6  Da- 
catur  street.  Chailestown;  A.  McDermott,  on 
Hampden  street,  corner  of  Dudley.  Orders  sev- 
erally read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  anu  ordeis  for  edgestones  in  front  of 
estates  of  William  Hanuan,  on  Bowdoin  street, 
corner  of  Green  street ;  W^nen  Howland,  54  Put- 
nam street.    Orders  reao  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  edgestones  and  brick  side- 
walk in  front  of  estates  on  the  nortnerly  side  of 


East  Concord  street  between  Harrison  a venae 
and  Albany  street.    Order  read  twice  and  pass°u. 

Report  and  order  to  pay  Bradford  L.  Bowen  $92 
for  grade  damages  on  Canal  street.  Oraer  read 
twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  permit  to  Skillings  & 
Whitney  Brothers  to  attach  telegraph  wires  to 
the  Americau  Watch  Company's  poles  on  Beacon 
stieet,  netween  Parker  street  and  Western  ave- 
nue, en  the  usual  conditions.  Order  read  twice 
and  passed. 

LAND    DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Harris,  fiom  the  Committee  on 
Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  -ubmitted  orders 
to  pay  for  land  damages,  as  follows: 

Horace  S.  Shepard  and  George  H.  Towle,  as- 
signees of  Earning  &  Dnsko,  $15,256.25,  for  land 
taken  in  name  of  J.  S.Lami  g  ano  Aloozo  Drisi:o, 
by  the  laying  out  of  S wett  street ;  Mary  A..  Mann, 
$128.10,  widening  of  Bowdoin  street. 

Severally  read  twice  and  pass  d. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Sowers; 

Report  and  orders  of  notice  ol  hearings  on  Mon- 
day next  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  expeoiincy  of 
constructing  sewers  in  Sidem-street  avenue,  and 
in  Salem  street,  between  said  avenue  and  Main 
street:  in  Wabon  street.    Orders  severally  pas-ed. 

Ordei  to  pay  William  Memam  $2020  for  land 
damages  by  building  a  sewer  along  the  valley  of 
StonvBrouk.    Rr-sxl  once. 

Reports  and  orders  for  rhe  construction  of  sew- 
ers as  follows:  In  Blue  Hill  avenue,  between 
Waverley  and  Woodbine  streets,  in  Woodbine 
street,  and  in  Warren  street  between  Woodbine 
and  Edgewood  streets;  in  Bremen  street, between 
Brooks  and  Putnam  streets;  it  Fifth  stieet,  be- 
tween H  and  1  streets;  in  Fifth  treet,  betweeo  P 
and  Q  stieets;  and  in  Q  street,  between  Fifth 
street  and  tide  water.  Orders  severally  read  twice 
and  pas«ed. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  abated  from  the  follow- 
ing parties  the  amounts  set  against  their  respec- 
tive names  for  a  sewer  in  rear  of  Beacon  street 
Ellen    Davis,  $26.10;    Mary   C.  Goddard,    $26.10 
Charles  E.  Powers,  $26.10;  Mary  A.  Roberts,  $26.10 
Helen  May,  $26.10;  Annie  L.  Motte,    $26.10;  John 
D   Williams  ano  others,  $26.10. 

Read  once. 

STABLES  AND  CELLARS. 

Aldennan  Wortnington  submitted  reports  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board 
as  follows: 

In  favor  of  granting,  on  the  usuai  conditions, 
pet  mits  to  erect  stables,  to  Charles  E.  Morrsoo, 
on  Mercantile  Wliarf  Company's  land;  Charles  A. 
Booth,  11  Grant  street,  Ward  16;  Mutch  Judd,  133 
and  135  Merrimac  street;  John  J.  May,  Bosun 
street,;  Patrick  McDermott.  Vernon  stieet  aad 
Appian  Way;  Carney  Hospital,  NjttiuUil  street; 
Philip  Sowden,  Jr.,  14  Jenkins  street. 

Iu  tavor  of  gi  an  ting  petition  of  James  Patker 
forexteosion  of  time  in  which  to  build  stable  on 
Harrison  avenue. 

No  action  required  on  petition  of  H.  H.  Rich- 
aidsou,  agent,  for  leave  to  construct  cellar  below 
grade  at  comer  ot  Washington  and  Lagrange 
streets. 

Severally  accepted. 

ARMORY  OF  COMPANY  A,  FIRST  REGIMENT. 

Alderman  Worthington  offered  the  following 
fiom  the  Committee  on  Armories: 

Ordered,  That  until  otherwise  ordered,  there  be 
allowed  and  paid  for  rent  of  aimory  occupied  by 
Company  A,  Fir?t  Regiment  of  Iniantry,  M.V.  M., 
oo  Centre  street,  West  Roxbury,  the  sum  of  $300 
per  annum,  beginning  July  1,  1875;  'aid  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the,  appropriation  tor  Armories. 

Read  twice  and  passed— yeas  12,  nays  0.  Sent 
down. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington,  the  Board 
adjourned. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

SEPTEMBER    9,    1875. 


Regular  meeting  at  sevea  o'clock  P.  M.,  Halsey 
J.  Boavdman,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS     FROM    THE    BOARD     OF     ALDERMEN    FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Auditor's  exhibit.    Placed  on  rile. 

Petitions  of  Morris  &  Ireland,  W.  H.  Whitrnore 
and  Ninth  Regiment;  and  requests  of  Dir  ctors 
for  Public  Institution?. ;  request  of  Police  Commit- 
tee for  transfer.    Severally  referred. 

Order  to  report  an  orainance  to  establish  office 
hours  of  clerks  and  others  connected  with  Collect- 
or's and  Treasurer's  denaitments.  Read  twice 
and  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  a  deed  to  be  given  to  H.  R. 
Plimpton  for  18,000  square  feet  of  land  on  corner 
of  Albany  and  Dover  street*,  on  terms  set  forth  in 
said  orcer.    Order  read  twi.e  and  passed. 

Order  tor  au  additional  expanaitore  of  $500,  for 
teaai-work  lor  Common,  etc.  Ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Report  in  favor  and  passage  of  order  lor  a  trans- 
fer of  $1100  from  the  appropriation  tor  labor  on 
Commo ■',  etc.,  to  be  expended  for  a.  foundation 
for  the  statue  of  General  Glover.  Order  passed 
to  a  second  reading. 

Order  to  allow  $300  per  annum  for  rent  of  armory 
of  Company  A,  First  Regiment,  on  Ceutie  street, 
We3t  Roxbiuy.    Ordeied  to  a  second  reading. 

VEGETABLE  MARKET. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Market  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  requesting  an  additional  .ppromiation 
of  $6000  for  grading  the  Mercantile- wharf  proper- 
ty, leased  for  avegerabie  market,  cams  down  to 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  W^rd  7— It  appears  to  me  that  so 
impor  ant  a  matter  a»  ibat  should  have  beea  put 
upon  the  programme  so  that  member^  of  the 
Council  might  know  what  they  are  voting  upon. 
It  is  «.  request  for  an  appropriation  of  $6000  in  ad- 
dition to  the  $12,000  already  appropriated  for  the 
purpose  of  giading  the  property  leased  tor  a  vege- 
table market  on  Mercaotil-;  wharf.  I  hope  before 
this  report  is  referrtui  to  the  Finance  Committee 
that  some  member  of  uhe  Council  will  give  us 
some  light  upon  the  subject,  and  state  why  this 
extra  appropriation  of  $6000  is  asked  tor. 

Mr.  Devereux  of  Ward  22—1  don't  know  why 
this  matter  was  kept  out  of  the  programme  of  pa- 
pers from  the  Board  of  Aldermen  upon  the 
order  foi  it  to  go  to  the  Finance  Committee, 
but  I  am  pretty  v  ell  satisfied  in  my  own 
mind  that  it  is  one  of  those  jobs  that  we  have 
not  got  through  with.  We  have  not  coniioued  on 
it  a  year,  and  they  have  asked  foi  an  additional 
appropriation  of  $6000,  and  they  may  ask  for  $10,- 
000  more,  and  that  may  not  be  toe  end  of  it.  But  I 
don't  proD"se  to  meet  it  before  it  goes  to  the  Fi- 
nanceCoaimitiee,  but  it  seems  10  m*  that  the 
whole  matter  is  pretty  well  understood.  Either 
the  Committes  on  Maikets  weut  it  blind  in  the 
first  place  or  they  to  ought  that  $12,000  was  all  that 
they  could  appeal  for  thsn.  It  seems  to  me  caat 
so  important  a  matter  as  this  should  have  been 
lav)  down  on  the  programme;  it  rather  looks  like 
stealing  a  march  upon  us. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  state  in  expla- 
nation of  what  may  be  a  criticism  of  the 
a  ition  of  the  clerk,  that  this  paper  came  down 
from  the  Board  of"  AAdermeu  to  be  referred  iq 
concurrence.  The  Chair  and  the  cletk  so  under- 
standing it,  it  is  not  customary  for  such  papers  to 
be  erumei  ated  in  the  programme. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  did  not  intend  to  reflect 
upon  the  cietk,  but  would  request  that  any  such 
important  ma+ter  hereafter  may  be  put  upon  the 
programme. 

The  President— No  objection  being  made,  the 
Council  will  concur  in  reference. 

Mr.  Flynn— I  move  io  lay  the  matter  upon  the 
table  unless  some  member  should  give  us  reasons 
lor  an  additional  appropriation. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6—1  see  nothing  to  be 
gained  by  laying  this  matter  on  the  table. 
The  report  which  has  been  read  by  the 
Chair  gives  this  Council  probably  all  the 
information  that  it  will  nted  to  have  of 
the  question   and    all   the   information    that   it 


can  get  from  any  source.  It  seems  to  me, 
from  the  report,  that  what  was  supposed  to  be 
solid  gravel  turns  out  to  be  pile  wnarf .  I  see  no 
reason  for  reflecting  upon  the  Committee  on  Mar- 
kets tnat  they  did  not  kjkhv  that  this  was  a  wharf. 
We  did  not  expect  them  to  proce  this  wharf  to 
the  bottom  before  they  askeo  for  $12,000  to  grade  it. 
Whether  we  ought  to  have  established  a  new  mar- 
ket upon  Mercantile  wharf  doe?  no;  seem  to  be  the 
question  before  us.  We  have  established  that  and 
appropriated  $12,000  to  do  the  necessaiy  work, 
and  we  find,  as  in  all  matters  where  anything  is  to 
be  done  on  trw  part  of  th"  citv,  ano  I  any  almost 
say  on  the  pait  of  any  individual,  that  the  ex- 
pense exceeds  the  estimated  cost,  and  we  are 
asked  now  to  appropriate  $6000  to  finish  it.  ihe 
laying  of  this  matter  upon  the  table,  unless 
gentlemen  desire  further  inforoi?.tion  upon  the 
subject,  only  as  a  method  for  killiug  it,  uoes  not 
seem  to  be  the  way  of  treattug  it.  If  we  are  go- 
ing to  abandon  it  altogether  and  leave  the  thing 
where  it  is,  let  us  kill  it  outright  or  man  fashion, 
but  not  in  this  way.  If  we  aie  going  oo  to  com- 
plete it  we  might  just  as  well  meet  the  question 
tonight  as  at  anv  other  time.  Ir  we  are  going  on 
we  have  got  to  fill  up  that  hole  in  the  vharf.  I 
hope  we  shan't  lay  this  matter  upon  the  table  un- 
less the  members  in  good  faith  honestly  desire 
more  information  toan  is  furnished  ttum  by  that 
report,  and  unless  theie  are  douots  in  tne  miucis 
of  the  members  of  this  branch,  if  the  thing  is  to 
be  abandoned  or  not.  If  it  is  not  to  be  abandoned 
I  hope  tue  subject  will  be  referred  in  concurrence 
to  the  Committee  on  finance. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — I  have  no  objection  to 
referring  it  to  the  committee  if  they  will  give  us 
a  final  estimate  on  the  cost  of  locatingthis  market 
ther°..  My  own  opinion  is  that  $6000  or  twice  $6000 
wout  be  the  cost  of  filling.  There  has  not  a  dol- 
lar been  asked  for  by  the  committee  for  the  elec- 
tion of  sheds  to  protect  the  wagons  and  teams 
there  as  wa*  requireo  on  toe  dump.  That  will  be 
called  for  hereafter  and  another  appropriation  be 
made.  If  we  are  going  to  appropriate  this  money 
let  us  know  what  it  is  going  t^  cost  aod  whether 
the  six  thousand  will  cover  it  or  not.  Nobody  in 
this  Council  knows  whether  it  will  or  not.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  the  whole  territoiy  along  there  is 
built  in  the  maimer  in  which  this  part  is 
built,  and  I  think  that  when  they  come  to  run  a 
few  trains  tbfsre,  there  will  be  quite  a  number 
of  spiles  and  old  planking  that  will  have  to  be 
filled  in.  Therefore,  before  this  appropriation  is 
made,  I  want  the  Council  to  kvow  what  they  are 
voting  for,  so  that  toe  Committee  on  Markets 
would  not  have  to  ask  for  a-'.y  more.  Nobody  here 
appears  to  know  whether  this  is  a  prober  amount 
to  appropnate  for  tais  reason  or  not. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— This  is  toe  first  time  I 
have  heard  anything  said  of  this  matter,  but  it 
seems  to  me  taat  tnere  is  a  question  collateral  to 
thi«  which  is  mote  important  than  this  one.  A 
bond  has  been  taken  by  the  city  for  the  purchase 
of  tins  land  at  so  much  per  foot,  supposed  to  be 
solid  land,  at  four  or  five  dollars  a  foot.  It  is  a 
veiy  irnoortant  matter.  If  it  has  got  to  bf  filled 
over  <md  over  fgam  the  question  is  whether 
the  city  wants  to  take  it  at  the  higher 
price,  which  some  of  us  consider  very 
high.  I  would  not  say  there  is  aoy  cheating 
in  this  matter,  but  it  is  a  question  whether  the 
whole  circumstances  surrounding  it  have  been 
properly  explained  and  considered.  It  is  a  very 
important  mattT.  It  is  not  merely  a  matter  of 
$6000,  but  a  good  many  times  six  thousand  may 
be  expended  there,  and  then  the  qurstion  may  be 
whether  you  have  got  solid  land  or  such  laud  as 
wa°  stated  to  the  City  Council  to  be  worth  four  or 
five  dollais  a  foot.  It  seems  to  me  row  as  if  we 
had  got  to  make  the  land,  and  there  is  a  good  deal 
of  importance  to  (he  question.  It  m ay  be  satis- 
factorily explained,  but  I  think  it  is  right,  as  the 
gentleman  froM  Ward  7  said,  that  the  matter 
should  be  explained  before  it  is  referred.  1  do 
not  oppose  its  reference,  but  I  think  somebody 
ought  to  be  able  to  give  us  the  situation  at  least. 

Mr.  KimDall  of  Ward  6— I  like  the  suggestion 
that  the  Committee  on  Markets  oe  called  upon  "o 
furnish  an  estimate  of  all  the  expenses  for  the 
tilling  and  grading  of  this  territory  aud  establish- 
ment of  the  market;  but  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
putting  of  this  matter  upon  the  table  will 
not  give  us  the  information  we  need,  and 
that  that  must  be  reached  in  a>  other  way. 
'ihis  appropriation  is  asked  to  complete  the 
grading.  I  hope  the  matter  will  be  te- 
terr^d  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  but  I  should 
very  much  lite  to  have  the  gentleman  fiom  Ward 
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7,  or  some  other  nr  mber,  introduce  an  order  call- 
ing upon  the  Committee  on  Markets  to  turuish  an 
estimate  ot  all  tiiat  will  be  needed  for  sheds, 
grading  or  any  ot'jer  purposes,  to  prepare  these 
grounds  for  occupancy  as  a  vegetable  marker.. 
The  reference  of  this  matter  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance  will  not  orevent  tee  introduction  of  such 
an  order.  The  introduction  of  such  an  order  would 
not  oelay  the  advancement  of  this  measure, 
for  it  seems  co  me  that  that  would  be  wnolly  sepa- 
rate and  distinct;  even  though  such  an  order 
should  be  introduced.  Tde  lefeieuce  becomes 
necessary  unless  we  are  prepared  to  abandon  this 
ent-rprise.  Sending  this  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance  does  not  compe.  us  to  vote  for  the  $6000 
additional,  if  it  should  be  asc-rt»ine.i  thattoe'-e 
are  more  wharves  to  b*  filled  uj,aud  that  the 
expense  of  preparing  this  ground  for  a  vegetable 
market  will  be  more  than  it  ought  to  be. 

Mr.  Flynn  ot  "Ward  7—1  would  call  attention  to 
the  words  of  the  repoit  of  the  Committee  on  Mar- 
kets: 

"The  price  at  winch  the  gravel  is  being  furnish- 
ed >s  very  low,  and  as  the  work  could  not  be  de- 
layed without  loss  to  the  city,  the  committee  have 
de-med  it  their  duty  to  allow  the  contractor  to 
go  on." 

To  go  on.  The  Committee  on  Markets  say  they 
have  allowed  this  contractor  to  go  on  and  fill  tn 
that  territory  at  an  expense  of  $6000.  I  say 
it  is  important  to  know  if  a  committee  of 
the  other  bra  .ch,  or  of  this  biao.h,  go  on  and 
spend  $6000  in  violation  ot  tje  rules  of  the  City 
Council,  when  the  matter  requires  a  two-tuiros 
vote.  That  is  the  reason  1  object  to  the  refetenoe 
at  this  time.  Thev  have  done  so  without  author- 
ity; it,  is  beyond  their  power. 

Mr.  Devere ux  or  Ward  22— If  this  matter  don't 
assume  something  of  a  serious  apect  I  iba'lbe 
surprised.  I  have  kuown  that  inside  of  Atlantic 
avenue  reas  a  pile  wharf,  and  I  am  nor  sur- 
prised that,  after  the  purchase  has  been  made, 
so  much  of  this  Mercantile-wharf  property  is 
virtually  a  wharf  resting  on  piles.  It  seems  to  me 
that  this  is  very  serious,  taking-  everything  into 
consideration.  I  am  not  prep^r*  d  to  vote  upon 
it;  neither  am  I  prepared  to  vote  to  have  it  go  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance  in  concurrence.  I  want 
more  information  fiom  the  committee  who  so  pex- 
sistentlv  pressed  this  matter  through  the  Council. 
There  may  be  $10,000  more  to  be  asked  for.  If  we 
are  going  togetwhat  we  supposed  to  be  good  land, 
and  it  turns  out  that  th-se  piles  are  partly  rotten 
snd  we  have  got  to  fill  them  in,  it  seems  to  me  to 
be  about  as  near  a  swindle  as  may  be  for  the  City 
of  Boston  to  be  compelled  to  pay  $4.75  a  foot  and 
have  to  fill  it  in.  I  am  not  prepared  to  vote  to  re- 
fer the  matter  to  the  Finance  Committee  at  pres- 
ent, but  1  want  time  so  that  we  may  be  enabled  to 
vote  understanding^. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7— lam  surprised  that 
my  friend  from  Ward  22,  who  sterns  to  have 
known  of  the  existence  of  this,  shouldn't  have 
apprised  us  of  it  when  we  had  the  Investigating 
Committee  and  he  made  his  long  report.  If  there 
is  auy  swindling  in  this  case  it  seems  to  me  it  is 
the  city  of  Boston,  or  rather  the  swindling  con- 
tractor who  swindled  the  city;  and  the  city  as- 
sessed the  Mercantile-wharf  proprietors  aDd 
obliged  them  to  pay  it.  I  think  the  only  method  of 
dealing  with  this  is  to  refer  it  to  the  Finance 
Committee,  who  can  make  such  an  investigation 
as  they  deem  proper.  If  it  has  not  received  a 
proper  investigation  from  the  Committee  on  Mar- 
ket and  the  special  committee  as  is  desirable,  the 
Committee  on  Finance*  can  look  into  it  and  see 
whether  it  will  be  a  paying  operation  to  allow 
mors  money  to  be  expende  I,  or  whether  it  would 
be  better  to  let  it  remain  where  it  is;  whether 
a'ter  all  it  is  n't  better  to  go  on  with  it,  and 
whether  this  mere  talk  is  n't  a  bugbear  to  fright- 
en the  Council.  I  hope  the  repoit  will  not  lie  up- 
on tns  table,  butthat  if  will  go  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance.  If  there  i-j  a  swinole  m  it  I  shall  vote 
against  it. 

Mr.  Flynn— I  desire  to  add  one  word  id  reply  to 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  7,  and  that  is,  the  city 
toik  no  part  in  the  filling  of  Atlantic  avenue,  any 
more  than  the  cutting  down  of  Fort  Hill,  and  every 
pound  of  dirt  taken  out  of  that  hdl  was  measured 
in  tne  bank. 

Mr.  Clarke  ot  Ward  15—1  hope  this  order  will 
lie  upon  the  table  until  members  ot  the  Council 
can  go  down  and  view  the  premises  and 
see  the  position  in  which  matters  are  now.  1 
was  told  a  few  days  ago  by  a  gentleman  ac- 
quainted with  this  matter  that  we  should  be 
called   upon    to   pay  a  large  amount  for  filling 


that  territory,  bur  I  hardly  expected  it  would  be 
so  large  an  amount  as  has  teen  asked  for 
by  the  Committee  on  Markets.  If  there  is  this 
large  amou.  t  to  he  filleii,  it  seems  to  me  flat  the 
Mercantile  Wharf  Company  must  have  known  it 
before  offering  it  to  the  citv.  I  have  beea  told 
that  in  tearing  cown  these  old  sheds  we  should 
find  moie  holes;  consequently  I  should  think  it 
ought  to  be  laid  on  the  table,  so  chat  members  of 
the  Government  can  view  the  premises,  and  we 
can  vote  more  understanding^  than  we  can  now. 
The  motion  to  lay  up  jn  the  table  was  lost,  and  the 
report  was  refen  ed  to  the  Committee  on  Financf. 

KINDERGARTEN  SCHOOLS. 

A  report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction 
came  down  to  be  Sicceptsd  in  concurrence,  taat  it 
is  inexpedient  to  furnish  additional  accommoda- 
tions for  the  kindergarten  schools  recently  estab- 
lished by  the  School  Committee. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7 — I  would  like  to  know 
frooa  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Instruction  the  reason  why  this  report  was  made. 

Mi.  .Page  of  Ward  9— The  Committee  on  Public 
Instruction  gave  quite  a  lengthy  hearing  to  the 
friends  of  the  kindergarten  school  ?ystem  and 
listened  to  their  arguments  very  patiently.  From 
the  best  information  they  received  the  kindergar- 
ten system  was  a  nursery  on  a  large  seals;  that  is 
about  the  iaea  of  it.  It  consists  entirely  of  object 
teaching.  The  children  who  attend  these  schools 
are  from  three  to  seven  yeais  old.  Th  re  is  one 
in  operation  in  the  city  at  present,  and  it  has  oeen 
the  source  of  a  great  oeal  of  annoyance,  and  there 
has  been  a  grea.t  deal  of  clashing  with  the  primary 
schools  in  t  te  same  uistrict,  the  master  of  which 
stated  that  it  prevented  children  from  attending 
his  school,  and  that  thev  would  go  to  the  kinder- 
garten in  preference.  Anothei  reason  is  tnat  to 
attemot  to  ertahUsh  kiocergart  n  schools  with 
twenty  pupils  in  each  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  enti<e  city  is  absurd;  for  m  whatever  location 
you  establish  these  schools  they  will  be  at.  rnded 
only  bv  favorite  pupils  who  can  obtain  admission, 
at  d  the ie  >\  ill  b?  twenty  applicants  for  every  va- 
cancy. It  seemed  to  ih-  committee  that  it  was  a 
system  of  instruction  which  tne  citv  of  Boston 
had  no  business  to  go  into,  and  that  it  was  oie  of 
those  impiasticable  ideas  whi.h  are  constantly 
comintr  from  the  S  too:  Board. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7— The  chairman  of  the 
comm  ttee  seems  to  try  to  make  the  Council  be- 
lieve that  the  mast  rs  of  the  primary  schools 
are  opposed  to  the  establishment  of  kindergarten 
schools.  No*  ,  sir,  the  very  opposite  is  the  fact. 
The  Superintendent  ot  the  Public  Schools  speaks 
in  the  highest  terms  of  the  establishment  and 
working  of  the  kindergarten  system  as  carried  on 
in  the  school  in  Somerset  street,  which  is  attend- 
ed by  the  children  of  wealthy  and  respectab'e 
par--,  ts.  It  has  worked  admirably,  and  in  nis 
final  leport  of  the  last  year  he  recommended  the 
establishment  of  additional  kindergarten  school  s 
in  localities  where  parents  were  so  poor  that  the 
location  of  such  a  school  thete  would  be  an  in- 
ducement to  the  children  to  go  to  it.  Ih-  object 
of  the  order,  as  proposed  by  the  School  Board,  if 
♦hey  obtain  the  necessary  accommodations,  is  to 
establish  kindergarten  schools  at  the  North  End, 
at  South  Boston,  in  tie  vicinity  of  the  South 
Cove,  aod  elsewnera  in  localities  where 
children  that  doa't  like  to  attend  school 
may  be  benefited.  It  is  true,  as  he  says, 
that  the  method  of  teaching  in  the  kindergarten 
schools  is  altogether  different  f  i  om  that  in  our 
schools;  it  is  a  method  by  v-hicb  children  are 
taught  perspective  and  a  knowledge  of  things 
without  "knowing  that  they  are  taught.  They  are 
amusea  and  instructed  at  the  same  time,  and  Mr. 
Plnlbrick  very  strongly  recommended  the  estab- 
lishment of  taose  schools.  The  kindergarten 
system  is  a  mere  experiment,  and  is  io  its  infancy 
yet;  but  the  e  tablishment  of  the  one  in  Somer- 
set street  has  been  vry  successful,  instead  of 
what  the  chairman  of  the  committe-;  would  have 
us  believe. 

Mj.  Page  of  Ward  9— One  of  the  strongest  rea- 
sons why  they  should  not  he  granted  is  the  lim- 
ited number  vpbich  each  school  can  accommodate. 
The  secretary  of  the  Kindergarten  Committee, 
Miss  Hale,  stated  that  the  teacher  could  only  take 
care  of  twenty  scholars  for  three  hours  a  day.  The 
sa'ary  of  each  teacher  is  the  same  as  is  that  of  the 
teachers  in  the  regular  grammar  schools,  $800  a 
year.  Now  if  only  twenty  scholars  can  be  accom- 
modated for  three  hours  a  day  in  Ward  7,  iu  South 
Boston  and  Dorchester,  Boxbury  and  the  North 
End,  making  eighty  scholars  in  the  entire  city,  I 
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think  it  is  so  small  a  portiou  of  th?  scholars  to  be 
accommodated  that  the  expense  is  verj  much 
more  than  the  benefit  derived  from  it. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Waid  7— It  may  be  pertinent 
at  this  time  to  read  from  the  last  annual  report  of 
Mr.  John  D.  Philbrick,  formerly  Superintendent 
of  Schools,  which  I  will  consider  a  sufficient  argu- 
ment in  reply  to  tbe  statement  of  ibe  caairman, 
which  shovs  tlrat  tbe  onpils  in  the  distuct  have 
increased  rattier  tbau  diminished. 

1'he  kindergarten  training  is  designed  for  chil- 
dren from  three  to  seven  y*ars  of  age,  and  it  does 
not  include  tt.e  use  of  books,  or  reading,  or  ant- 
ing, in  5-ny  form.  The  instruction  1  an  oral.  It 
is  calcula'ed  especially  to  stimulate  the  pupils  to 
setf-activitv.  Its  aim  is  to  pioduce  an  harmonious 
development  of  all  tbe  poweis  and  faculties  of  the 
child,  physical,  mental  and  spiritual.  The  self- 
activity  ofthe  pupils  is  largely  promoteo  by  svs- 
ternatizeo  plavs,and  by  a  variety  of  delica  e  hand- 
work, calling  ii.to  exercise  tbe" artistic  tasie,  tbe 
inventive  powers,  the  mtchanical  ingenuity,  tae 
faculty  of  observation  and  the  oarience  of  the 
pupil.-'.  The  earnest  advocates  of  the  system  urge 
it.--  ac option  as  a  permanent  part  ot  our  system  of 
schools,  and  the  immediate  establishment  ot  kin- 
dergarten schools  in  all  "parts  of  the  city.  I  have 
to  own  that  while  I  think  tbe  system  contains 
maay  invaluable  element:,  which  I  am  anxious  to 
see  applied  universally  in  toe  riist stages  of  school 
education,  I  am  not  yet  prepared  to  recommend 
so  radical  a  step  as  that  proposed.  But  I  am  quote 
confident  that  it  would  be  well  to  increase  the  ex- 
perimental scoojIs  to  ttnee  or  four  at  one-,  locat- 
ing some  of  them  among  the  poorest  classes  of 
children.  The  present  ?chool  is  mostly  composed 
of  children  from  well-to-do  famines.  Tt  is  system 
bas  be^i.  considerably  spread  in  different  coun- 
tries of  Europe  through  tbe  labors  of  its  origina- 
tor, F.  Froe'oel,  aud  the  Baiooess  Mar-emholtz-Bii- 
low,  a  lady  of  great  energy  and  ability,  who  has 
devoted  herself  to  the  continuation  of  bis  work. 
But  it  ha-  not  yet  i  a  its  entirety  received  the  sanc- 
tion of  tbe  real  pedagogical  authority  ot  Germany. 
It  is  more  m  favor  in  Austria  tuan  m  Germany,  t 
was  informed,  while  in  Prussia  last  autumn,  that 
the  official  pedagogical  conference  which  bad  just 
been  held  ia  Berlin,  composed  of  about  twenty  of 
the  leading  educators  of  the  kingdom,  declined  to 
recommend  its  adoption  by  the  Government,  at 
present,  as  an  element  of  the  public-school  sys- 
tem. Mv  own  opinion  is  that,  whether  it  shall'be 
judged  be^t  or  not  to  substitute  ths  kindergarten 
in  all  its  integrity  for  tne  lower  class  s  of  our 
primary  schools,  much  of  the  spirit,  aims  and 
methods  of  the  sysceni  may  with  advantage  be 
introduced  into  our  primary  schools. 

The  School  Board  simply  asked  that  tbey  should 
get  .sufficient  accommodations  to  establish  schools 
'  in  localities  I  have  described,  and  carry  out  the 
representatioos  of  Mi.  Philbrick  in  his  last  an- 
nual leport.  and  I  would  give  more  for  theopmion 
of  Mr.  Philbrick  than  1  would  for  that  of  saiy 
master  who  is  afraid  of  those  schools  being  estab- 
lished in  those  localities,  and  woo  would  care 
more  for  the  number  of  scholars  in  his  district 
than  for  the  benefit  derived  from  tbe  system. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4— I  am  very  much  sur- 
prised at  tbe  arguments  brougnt  forward  by  tbe 
gentleman  from  'Ward  7,  which  are  mainly  that 
the  miscellaneous  body  of  eeutUmen  aad  ladies 
who  comprise  the  School  Committee  have  invent- 
ed or  found  this  kindergarten  system,  among 
mauy  others,  and  having  recommended  it  in  tlieir 
clyini  hours,  the  Council  aie  called  upon  to  sanc- 
tion and  carry  out  the  plan.  The  gemleman  was 
one  of  the  most  diligent  in  doing  away  with  the 
present  School  Committee,  and  in  substituting  a 
new  system;  and  if  there  is  no  other  reason, 
that  "would  be  a  sufficient  one  for  us 
not  to  make  haste  to  adopt  any  new 
plan  before  the  new  board  cones  into  existence. 
I  believe  that  every  one  understands  the  system, 
from  what  has  been  sain.  Our  system  has  been 
based  upon  the  idea  of  book  learning,  but  we  are 
called  upon  to  establish  a  kind  of  leaving-place 
for  children  whose  mothers  have  not  the  time  or 
inclinatioa  to  train  them  at  home,  where  tbev  can 
be  given  chat  instruction  tbsy  should  receive  at 
home.  It  was  stated  in  the  report  of  the  original 
committee  that  tbe  school  was  intended  to  give 
the  information  wnich  every  mother  is  supposed 
to  give  to  her  child  at  home.  If  we  go  on,  there  is 
no  knowing  what  we  may  be  called  ur  on  for  next 
in  education.  In  New  York  they  have  a  chari- 
table society  for  taking  care  of  the  infants  of 
working  women  who  have  no  place  to  leave  their 
children;  the  t-ociety  provioes  rooms,  the  children 


are  left  there  and  looked  after.  I  hope  to  see  one 
hete  sometime,  but  there  i«  no  reason  why  the 
City  Government  should  look  after  them  ana  give 
them  a  kindergarten  education,  which  merely 
consists  in  holding  up  an  oiarige  aad  telliag  them 
it  is  an  orange  and  where  it  grows,  and  in  giving 
them  blocks  and  teaching  them  to  make  triangles, 
parallelograms,  etc.  Tuis  is  not  the  education 
sanctioned  bv  law,  and  any  attempt  of  this  kind 
comes  under  the  head  of  charity  and  nor  of  educa- 
tion. I  think  tne  gentleman  from  Ward  9  has  ex- 
actly stated  tbe  reasotn  why  tbe  system  should  be 
rejected.  It  is  one  of  those  great  schemes  which 
bio  eight  tbisScnool  Committee  to  such  an  ignomin- 
ious end.  ihey  have  bad  manv  ciocbety  ideas,  and 
this  is  one  of  the  most  crochetv  ones  brought  tor 
tbe  last  year.  I  have  read  tbe  i  eport  of  tbe  Lie  Su- 
perintendent, from  which  a  quotation  has  b^en 
made,  bti  r  I  do  not  thins  it  an  unmitigated  lo-s  to 
tbe  ciiy  that  his  connection  with  our  seh  >ols  has 
terminated.  Sis  last  rep o  t  shows  that  his  ideas 
were  no  longer  practical,  and  ceitainly  in  the 
pre-ent  case  it  amounts  exactly  to  what  the 
gen  lemau  from  Ward  9  said— tnat  we  are 
asked  to  establish  tbree  or  four  nurseries 
■Which  will  not  accommooate  a  reasonable 
perctntage  of  the  children  entitled  to  use  them. 
I  deny  emphatically  thatit  is  a  part  of  the  educa- 
tional system  of  tbe  c:tv  to  supply  nurseries  for 
taking  care  of  children.  I  am  glad  tbe  committee 
have  reported  inexpedient,  and  I  hope  we  shall 
concur  irith  the  other  branch  in  the  acceptance  of 
the  report- 
Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7—1  don't  favor  tbe  es- 
tablisbmeut  of  the  kindergarten  system  to 
the  extent  that  some  of  its  advocates  do, 
but  merely  to  extend  the  experiment;  and 
I  did  not  suppose  mv  remarks  would  c-ill 
forth  a  raid  on  (he  late  Superintendent.  The 
Schooi  Board  have  been  pounced  upon  so  aaich 
that  the  iibbling  of  my  friend  from  Ward  4  can't 
do  tnem  much  barm.  But  when  he  states  that  the 
kindergarten  is  n't  education,  he  must  be  igno- 
rant of  tbe  derivation  of  the  word.  Education 
means  leading,  acd  if  the  kindergarten  isn't 
leading  them  on,  then  I  don't  know  what  educa- 
tion is.  It  is  n't  committing  things  to  memory,  as 
leainug  A  B  C  is.  I  don't  come  heie  as  its  ad- 
vocate; but  I  do  corn  e  here  to  advocate  this  ex- 
periment, the  School  Board  have  done  some 
very  foolish  things;  but  they  have  done  good 
things,  and  the  ex-Superintendent  has  do-.e  many 
things  for  the  schools  of  Boston  which  the  city  can 
never  repay. 

Mr,  Whitino;  e  of  Ward  4—1  deny  that  my  words 
can  be  construed  to  mean  a  reflection  upon  the 
late  Superintendent.  I  have  Known  bim  many 
years,  and  was  a  scholar  m  his  school,  and  aey 
that  I  meant  that  the  city  is  not  indebted  for  his 
services.  But  I  do  stand  to  the  point  that  hi<  last 
report  was  Dot  practical  and  tbat  it  is  extremely 
notion  X  in  many  points.  I  do  no  more  than  criti- 
cise his  statement,  and  I  make  no  raid  upon  him ; 
but  I  am  glad  his  career  is  over  and  that  be  has 
received  the  approbation  of  the  gentleman  fiom 
Ward  7. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  rather  like  this  kinder- 
garten system,  and  1  think  the  geatieman  frooi 
Ward  7  ia  right.  But  i  am  not  surprised  that  toe 
Committee  on  Public  Iustruction  oppose  it.  Tbey 
are  ready  to  build  schoolhouses  on  the  Back 
Bav,  but  if  they  spent  more  money  upon  the  edu- 
cation of  children  than  upon  tne  schoolhouses 
there  would  be  mor-i  education  in  this  community. 
That  is  pate  ot  to  every  man.  I  never  heard  this 
matter  discussed,  and  I  dou't  know  much  of  the 
kindergaiteo  system,  but  I  think  if  the  Com m it- 
tee  on  Public  Instruction  will  lead  the  history 
of  tne  fterman  States— especially  Barnard's 
bistorv  of  education  in  tbose  States— they 
will  find  tnat  we  have  yet  to  learn  a 
great  deal  in  this  couatry,  especially  in 
the  crowded  cities  where  so  many  fathers  and 
mothers  are  obliged  to  work  day  by  day  and  can- 
not take  proper  care  of  taeir  children.  In  my 
isisure  time  I  have  read  very  much  of  the  way 
these  matters  are  carried  on  in  the  German  States 
and  I  think  it  is  well  to  try  the  experiment  here. 
I  understand  the  gentlemau  to  state  that  it  is  pro- 
posed to  try  this  experiment  in  certain  locations. 
IthinXitrs  a  very  excellent  idea,  and  I  hope  it 
will  be  carried  out.  Let  us  educate  the 
poor.  Let  us  take  care  of  those  who  cannot 
take  care  of  themselves  —  and  who  are  so 
unable  to  take  care  of  themselves  as  toose 
poor  mothers  and  fathers  m  the  districts 
tbe  gentlemaa  has  named?  This  is  onestep  in  the 
right  direction,  and  I  hope  it  will  not  be  jjuc  aoTva 
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in  this  Council.  I  have  never  ta'^en  special  faith 
in  the  d  >mgs  ot 'the  School  Board,  utlvhinkit 
is  to  be  greatly  improved  in  trie  future.  I  hope 
the  Council  will  not  accept  this  leport,  said  that 
the  experiment  wdl  b»  tried. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— The  ge.  tlenian  from  Ward 
5  has  several  limea  brought  up  the  extravagance 
Of  t'e  Commit  ee  on  .Public  Instruction  m  build- 
ing a  schoolhouse  Ou  the  Bacfc  Bay.  It  Qe  will  re- 
member, ne  «as  on  the  committee  at  that 
time,  and  when  they  reported  in  favor  ot" 
buying  the  lot  at  the  comer  of  Newbury  and 
Exetei  sue-  ts  and  erecting  aschoolhoure  thereon, 
I  had  th«  honor  to  oppose  it,  stating  that  it  was 
unnecessary,  that  there  t^ere  pl-nty  ot  school  ac- 
commodations in  that  vicinity,  and  endeavored  to 
defeat  the  purchase  of  the  lot.  J  relieve  I  was 
about  the  only  memb<  t  of  the  Council  vvco  voted 
agaiust  it,  but  the  geutlernau  from  Waid  5  was 
among  those  who  reported  in  favoi  of  it,  and 
said  nothing  in  the  Council  to  indicate  that  he 
was  opposed  to  it. 

Mi.  Shaw —I  feel  bound  to  answer  that  sug- 
gest-on. I  never  cast  an?  leflections  upon  the 
committee,  and  it  is  notorious,  sb  ,  that  I  opposed 
it  m  the  committee,  but  I  was  beaten  by  the  ma- 
jority. I  was  in  direct  opao:ifion  to  it  from  be- 
oegiiming  to  en  . 

Mr.  Wilson  of  "Ward  12— You  ought  to  nave 
brought  in  a  u  inority  report. 

Mr.  Shaw — Well, sit,  minorities  aie  not  m  public 
favor  here.  Any  man  who  stands  iu  his  placf  and 
goes  foi  doing'whdt  he  believes  to  be  lighc  is 
scouted.  It  the  gentleman  uom  watd  9  warts 
me  to  •bring  up  his  connection  with  the  purlic 
school  buildings  I  will  co  so,  but  I  don't  propose 
to  do  so  now.  Itold  the  honoiable  lawyers  who 
Cd.aae  befoie  that  committee  that  it  was  as  useless 
as  the  fifth  wheel  to  a  coach.  I  repeat  it,  sir,  that 
the  school  buildings  cost  at  least  twenty  five 
per  ceut.  more  than  they  ought  to,  and  m 
almost  i  very  case  the  money  first  appropriated 
has  been  increased  trom  twetity-fivp  to  fifty  per 
cent,  before  the  building  was  finished.  Aopropri- 
ate  Euor  -  money  for  the  ben  fie  of  scholars  and 
less  for  schoolbouses,  aa  '.  we  shall  have  more  edn- 
cafion.  • 

Mr.  Wilson— Have  we  any  of  cbese'kindergartea 
schools  established  in  the  city  now? 

Mr.  Page— We  have  one  class,  on  Somerset 
street,  where  they  are  about  to  graduate  twelve 
scholars. 

Mr.  Wilson— And  what  is  the  actual  expense  of 
this  oae  school  ? 

Mr.  Page— I  can  give  only  an  approximate  esti- 
mate. The  teacher's  salary  is  $800.  Then  they 
require  a  room  a Qd  apparatus.  The  systennisas 
described  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4— the 
teacher  hold's  up  an  oiange  anc  tells  them  it  is  an 
orange,  where  it  grew  and  what  is  its  color.  It  is 
entirely  object  teaching.  They  don't  teach  any 
letters,  and  the  pupils  can't  tsll  A  from  B  when 
they  leave  the  kindergarten  school,  trom  any  in- 
struction they  receive  m  rhe  school.  The  instruc- 
tions are  merely  pieparatory  to  entering  the 
primary  schools.  It  is  nothing  more  nor  less  than 
a  o.uiseryon  a  large  scale,  a  place  for  children 
whose  oaients  prefer  they  should?go  to  this  nur- 
sery at  the  city's  expense  rather  thau  keep  them 
at  home.  Theie  are  quite  a  large  number  of 
such  private  schools  in  Boston,  wuere  people 
send  theit  children  rather  than  have  them  taken 
care  of  bv  nurses  at  home. 

Mr.  Wilson— By  a  rough  computation  I  find  that 
the  average  coit  of  instruction  of  these  scholars 
is  from  $30  to  $36  a  year.  It  would  be  economy 
for  the  city  to  oay  the  tuition  of  those  scholars  at 
private  schools.  It  costs  tne  «  bout  $18  a  year  fo/ my 
little  one,  ind  she  is  taken  without  knowing  her 
letters  and  fitted  for  the  grammar  school.  It  is  a 
pleasant  school,  with  about  twenty  rcbolars.  I 
don't  believe  the  public  schools  should  cost  more 
than  peo-ole  are  willing  to  keep  private  schools 
for.  Unless  we  conduct  our  public  schools  mote 
economically  than  private  schools,  we  fail.  I  can- 
not see  rhsimpprtauce  of  establishing  three  or  four 
nurseries;  or  even  maintaining  the  one  now  in  ex- 
istence. Certainly  if  ought  tot  to  cost  the  city 
more  thau  persons  are  willing  to  kep  private 
schools  for. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald— If  the  gentleman  will  look  over 
last  year's  reports,  he  will  find  that  the  average 
cose  of  educating  everv  scholar  in  Boston  is 
about  $37.  In  the  Latin  School  it  is  $240; 
in  the  Girls'  High  School  $104;  in  the 
Normal  School,  $155;  in  the  Dorchester  High 
School,  $145,  and  so  it  goes  on.  I  don't  want  to 
aopeai  as  riding  a  hobby,  because  I  am  not;  but 


thi.-  kiodergaiten  system  is  Merely  an  experiment 
in  our  educationa1  system.  The  school  in  Somer- 
set street  was  recommended  by  a  committee  who 
examined  tbe  subject.  Very  few  oeople 
uninterested  ia  education  are  acquainted 
uith  the  system;  but  >t  has  worltei  so 
well  in  Somerset  street  that  it  is  proposed 
to  establish  them  in  those  portions  of  toe  city 
where  childr-u  are  ceglect°d.  I  hav/"  no  doubt 
the  time  will  come  «  hen  the  city  will  have  a  great 
num'oei  of  them.  Miss  Peabody,  who  has  devoted 
her  whole  lite  to  this  work,  has'  noticed  that  chil- 
dten  trained  in  the  kindergarten  go  ahead  faster 
in  reading  and  wnting,  etc.,  than  those  who  have 
not.  Chile  en  who  have  an  utter  abhorrence  of 
otner  rchoob,  love  to  go  to  the  kindergarten. 

Mr.  Power  of  Ward  20 — Has  the  gentleman  any 
information  about  the  working  of  these  schools  in 
Worcester  County? 

Mr,  Fitzgerald— All  I  kno ->.  is  in  regard   to  this 

city.    It  has  worked  so  well  here  that  the  School 

Board  asked  tor  its  adood  m  in  other  parts  of  the 

-  city.    It  ooes  n't  cost  any  more   than   a  primary 

school  docs. 

Mr.  Power — lam  acquainted  with  a  teacher  in 
one  of  these  schools  in  Woresster,  and  from  what 
I  have  beard  I  am  favorable  to  the  system,  and  I 
shall  vote  for  it.  I  think  it  would  be  a  good  tiding 
to  establish  one  or  two  schools  of  thij.t  kind. 

The  Council  refused  to  accept  the  report— 23  for, 
24  against,  in  non  concurrence. 

SCHOOLS  FOB  LICENSED  FEMALE    MINOKS. 

A  leport  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion, that  it  is  inexpedient  to  furnish  school  ac- 
commodations for  liceosed  female  minors,  came 
down  to  be  accepted. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald— I  would  ask  tbe  reasons  why 
this  report  is  made. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— The  ma'tei  came  before 
th-  committee  so  long  ago  that  I  have  alraost  tor- 
gotte.i  the  circufi.siaoces,  but  as  I  remember,  it 
was  brought  up  by  the  truant  officers,  who  stated 
that  there  wa*  quite  a  la  ge  number  or  Italians 
who  sell  apples  a  d  oranges,  avd  thev  a;e  ig- 
norant of  English.  It  is  proposed  to  have  some 
instruction  vrovided  for  them  the  same  as 
is  iu  the  evening  school  foi  boys.  It  came 
before  the  committee  laat  spring  and  I  don't 
exactly  remember  the  details,  but  my  im- 
pression is  that  it  was  deeme  i  illegal  for 
the  oity  to  make  this  expenditure.  The  commit- 
tee were  ot  tbe  opinion  that  as  the  homes  of  these 
girls  wer?  scattered  a'oout  from  the  North  End  to 
the  SouthiCove,  there  was  no  place  that  could  be 
secured  central  enough  to  accommodat-j  them, 
and  they  felt  that  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  en- 
ter into  the  matter. 

Mr.  Fitze-erald— I  am  soriy  that  I  am  obliged  to 
differ  with  (he  committee.  We  have  two  schools 
—one  m  North  Margin  stieet  and  the  other  in 
East  street— established  through  the  interposition 
of  benevol-ut  and  philanthropic  ladies  and  gen- 
tlemen for  the  puroose  of  educating  in  some  meas- 
ure the  bootblacks  and  newsboys  woo  receive  li- 
censes fiom  tbe  Board  of  Aldermen.  These  schools 
have  been  well  attended.  The  boys  are  obliged  to 
attsnti  two  boms  each  day,  and  non-atten  lance  is 
followed  by  the  revocation  of  the  license;  and 
th-y  get  an  education  that  they  would  not  other- 
wise jet.  This  order  coatemphites  the  establish- 
ment of  a  similar  school  for  licensed  girls.  The 
expense  wo>  t  be  much.  The  fine  and  penalty  for 
non-  tt^ndauce  will  oblige  them  to  go  to  school 
two  hoots  a  day.  It  will  be  apparent  at  once  that 
a  school  should  be  established  for  these  girls  who 
peddle  oranges  and  who  are  growing  up  in  igno- 
rance. The  cost  for  a  teacher  will  be  about  $800  a 
year,  which  is  nothing  to  be  compared  to 
the  detriment  to  the  city  by  these  girls 
growing  up  in  ignorance.  I  am  sorry  to  see 
that  the  committee  do  not  see  the  necessity  for 
this  school  for  gills  as  well  as  the  one  for  boys 
which  now  exists,  and  whf  h  has  worked  so  ad- 
mirably. I  shall  be  obliged  to  vote  against  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  report. 

A.  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  by  Mr.  Page  was 
lost,  and  the  report  was  not  accepted  in  non-con- 
currence—12  for,  23  against. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  for  purchase  of  6100  feet  of  land,  more  or 
less,  at  not  exceeding  forty  cents  per  foot,  on 
Harvard  avenue,  Ward  19,  and  for  the  erection  of 
an  engine  house  tt  ereon,  at  an  estimated  cost  for 
land  and  buil  ing    of    $7000.    Passed  in  concur- 
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Order  for  purchase  of  30,000  feet  of  l.md,  more 
or  less,  on  Ashland  street,  West  Roxbury,  at  not 
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exceeding  $6000,  as  a  sire  for  a  primary  school- 
house.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  a  watch-clock,  with  appurtenances,  to 
he  furnished  for  the  City  Hall,  at  au  estimated  cost 
of  $600     Passed  m  concurrence. 

Order  to  pay  bill  of  J.  E.  Blatemore,  $8.64,  for 
materials  furnished.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  furnish  au  additional  safe  for  the 
Treasurer's  office.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  transfer  $100  fiom  the  appropriation 
for  castings  to  that  for  tools  for  Lamp  Depart- 
ment.   Passed  m  concurrence— yeas  51,  nays  0. 

Order  to  transfer  fr->m  the  appropriation  for 
Treasurer's  Department,  $5741.35,  and  from  ihe 
Reserved  Fund,  $28,146.43,  to  constitute  au  appro- 
priation for  the  Collector's  Departm-n',  $1000 
from  appropriation  for  Sinking  Fund  Commis- 
sioners to  that  tor  Auditor's  salary,  and  $1000  to 
that  for  Tieasurer's  salary.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence—yeas  51,  nays  0. 

Orde*  to  piovide  an  office  with  furniture  -iici 
fixtures  for  Paik  Commissioners.  Passed.  St-nt 
up. 

Order  for  ao  order  to  be  reported  providing 
means  for  paying  expenses  of  said  coiuinigsioiieis, 
for  clerical  services,  advertising,  etc.  Passed. 
Sent  up. 

Order  for  the  purchase  of  3800  fetrt  of  land,  more 
or  less,  on  Washington  street,  Ward  15,  and  tne 
erection  thereon  of  an  engine  oouse,  it  a  cost  tor 
land  and  building  of  $8000.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

THE  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  Boud  of  Fie  Commissioners  presented 
their  second  annual  repoit  of  the  condition  of  the 
department  under  their  charge,  of  the  expeadi- 
tures  during  tee  year  ending  April  30, 1875,  to- 
gether with  the  record  of  flies  and  losses  during 
the  same  period.  Lhis  report  is  in  reality  .'he 
record  of  the  first  year  of  the  present  organiza- 
tion, since,  for  reasons  stated  ia  the  last  report, 
no  important  changes  in  the  organization  oi 
method  of  management  of  the  department  were 
made  till  April,  1874.  The  appointment  ot  Wil- 
liam A.  Green  as  Chief  Engineer,  and  of  the  sev- 
eral assistant  engineers  as  permanent  officers 
marked  distinctly  the  change  from  the  old  to  the 
new  system  of  managemert. 

The  reorganization  of  the  companies  of  the  de- 
partment which  hau  been  beguu  *hen  the  last  ie- 
porc  was  made  has  beeo  carried  on  to  the  full  ex- 
tent then  proposed,  so  that  now  the  companies  io 
the  districts  of  the  city  proper  are  all  of  them 
made  up  of  permanent  membt-is.  It  is  proposed 
to  change  Engine  Compauy  No.  22,  nowlocated  on 
Parker  street,  from  a  "call"  to  a  "permanent  com- 
pany" as  soon  as  the  Dew  house  now  building  for 
the  company  on  Dartmouth  street  is  completed 
and  ready  for  occupation.  At  the  present  date 
Engine  Companies  Nos.  4,  6,  7,  8, 10,  23,  25  and  26, 
Hook  and  Ladder  Companies  Nos.  1,  3  and  8,  and 
Chemical  Engine  Companies  Nos.  1  and  2,  and  the 
fire  boat,  have  been  reorganized  as  permanent 
companies.  Engine  Company  No.  22  will  at  once 
he  reorganized  as  permanent.  The  rest  of  the 
foice  will  consist  of  call  companies. 

Tne  force,  when  completely  reorganized,  will 
consist  of  3  commissioners,  1  chiet  engineer,  1  su- 
perintendent fire  alarms,  13  assistant  engineeis,  4 
clerks,  22  permanent  foremen,  13  assistant  tore- 
men,  29  steam  enginemeD,  5  chemical  enginemen, 
27  assistant  eogiaemen,  156  permanent  nosetnen 
and  laddermen,  361  call  hosemen  and  ladd^rmen 
and  1  messenger  to  chief  engineer,  1  teamster,  3 
permanent  hostlers  and  11  hand  enginemen,  1 
captain  of  fire  boat,  1  mate,  1  steward,  1  engine- 
man,  1  assistant  engineinan,  1  stolser  and  1  deck 
hand,  4  tire-alarm  telegrapa  operators  ana  5  re- 
pairers; in  all,  664  men. 

This  year,  for  the  first  time,  the  repairs  of  the 
houses  of  the  department  have  been  made  by  the 
board,  and  charged  to  the  appropriation  of  the 
Fire  Department.  They  had  previously  been  maue 
by  the  Department  of  Public  Buildings,  and 
charged  ti  the  appropriation  for  that  department. 
The  work  has  this  year  largely  been  done  by  per- 
manent men  of  the  department.  It  is  the  settled 
policy  of  the  board  to  detail  men  of  the  several 
permanent  companies  to  make  all  needed  repairs, 
where  it  can  be  done  without  weakening  the  ef- 
fective force.  Almost  every  trade  is  represented, 
and  it  is  but  right  that  the  city  should  have  the 
benefit  of  their  skill  when  occasion  requires. 

The  experience  of  the  past  year  shows  clearly 
the  advantage  of  such  a  policy,  and  it  may  well 
be  that  &  considerable  saving  will  result  to  the 
city  in  consequence.  The  houses  generally  are 
now  in  good  repair,  although  a  moderate  outlay 


will  be  required  during  the  coming  year  to  keep 
them  in  good  condition.  The  new  bouse  for  En- 
gioe  Company  No.  3  and  Hook  and  Ladder  Com- 
pany No.  3,  at  the  corner  of  Harrison  avenue  and 
Bristol  street,  is  completed. 

The  beard  have  recommended  (and  the  City 
Council  have  ordered)  fiat  land  be  obtained  and 
three  houses  built— one  in  the  vicinity  of  Egleston 
square,  o^e  at  West  Roxbury  Village,  and  one 
Dear  Ailston  Station,  Brig'hton  District,  for  addi- 
tional fire  apparatus,  which,  in  the  judgment  of 
the  board,  are  required  at  those  points. 

The  apoaratus  of  the  department  consists  at 
present  of  36  >ttam  fire  engines  (29  in  strvice,  7  in 
reserve);  7  chemical  engines  (5  in  service,  2  in  re 
serve);  15  hose}  carriages  (11  in  service,  4  in  re- 
serve); 12  hook  and  ladder  carriages  (11  in  set  vi-e, 
1  in  reserve);  15  coal  wagons,  34  pangs.  Veiy  con- 
siderable repairs  have  beeo  required  during  the 
year  in  or  er  to  keep  iu  good  and  serviceable  con- 
ditio.! <Ti- entire  apparatus,  both  that  in  seivice 
a>  d  that  in  rsse  ve.  The  boilers  of  Engine i  Nos. 
16  and  20  were  found  in  a  verv  bao  condition,  and 
were  mvde  over.  E:  gine  18  proves  to  be  in  a  sim- 
ilar condition,  and  will  have  to  be  rebuilt.  With 
this  exception,  the  apparatus  is  at  present  in  good 
order,  and  will  probably  require  during  the  ensu- 
ing year  only  the  usuai  amount  of  small  repairs, 
unless  serious  accidents  should  occur.  The  lum- 
ber of  accidents  re«ulting  iu  serious  injury  to  ap- 
paratus has  considerably  diminished,  largely  in 
consequence  of  more  carelul  driviug. 

Reckless  or  too  rapid  driving  is  strictly  forbid- 
den. The  important  thing  is  io  havt  the  appara- 
tus reach  the  tire  in  a  serviceable  condition,  and 
it  is  clearly  of  more  consequence  to  iusure  that 
than  to  run  the  risk  ot  having  an 
engine  overturned  ov  otherwise  disabled, 
in  order  to  make  a  possible  gain  of  a  few 
seconds.  At  the  same  time  promptness  in  reach- 
ing the  fire  is  impressed  upou  all  members  of  the 
department  as  their  most  important  duty.  The 
new  apparatus  bought  during  the  past  year  con- 
sists of  three  chemical  engines,  four  light  pun gs, 
eighteen  pungs  fitted  to  carry  a  r>  el  of  hose,  one 
two- wheel  hose  carriage  and  two  Concord  wagoiiD. 

In  the  appropriation  approved  for  the  ensuing 
year  the  e;timate  of  $16,000  for  new  apparatus  was 
for  tne  proposed  purchase  of  a  steam  fire  engine, 
a  hook  aud  ladder  truck,  two  or  more  hose  car- 
riages, and  an  aldiiional  chemical  engine.  A 
portion  of  this  new  work  vill  probably  be  made  at 
the  new  repair  shoD. 

The  expediency  of  making  the  steam  fire  engines 
in  service  "selt-propelleis,"  that  is,  of  doing  away 
with  horses  on  the  engines,  has  been  considered 
by  the  board,  and,  as  an  experiment,  the  engine 
known  as  "Propeller,"  hitherto  drawn  by  ho;  ses, 
has  been  rnn  for  six  months  as  a  steam  propeller 
by  Engine  Company  No.  21.  The  results  have 
been,  very  satisfoctory.  There  is  no  difficulty  in 
keeping  up  fifty  pounds  of  steam  at  all  times,  by 
means  of  the  new  coal-heaters,  at  a  very  moderate 
cost.  The  steamer  is  ready  to  start  the  instant 
an  alarm  is  received,  and  go  at  a  uniform  speed 
as  rapidly  as  may  be  desired.  The  board  are  not 
prepared  to  make  a  change  of  so  radical  a  kind  at 
present,  but  call  attention  to  it  as  a  question  de 
serving- careful  consideration  in  the  puicbase  of 
new  engines  to  replace  old  ones  worn  out.  The 
only  objection  to  thsir  introduction  is  that  they 
are  supposed  to  frighten  horses  tnoie  tnan  the 
engines  drawn  by  horses.  The  experience  of  the 
past  j  ear  does  not  show  any  accidents  from  this 
cause.  They  are  low  in  successful  nss  in  New 
York  and  Detroit. 

The  number  of  feet  of  hose  in  use  remains  about 
the  same  as  was  leported  a  year  ago,  viz. :  Leather 
boss,  24,610  feet;  cottoa  hose,  25,361  feet;  rubber 
hose,  23,943  feet;  total,  73,914  feet.  ADOut  10,000 
feet  of  hose  of  all  binds  have  been  condemned  as 
entirely  unserviceable,  and  most  of  it  sold,  and  its 
place  supplied  by  new  ho«e  purchased  during  the 
year.  The  whole  amount  of  suction  hose  is  1112  feet. 

The  fire  boat  has  oa  all  occasions  callingtor  its 
services  shown  itself  a  very  useful  and  important 
arm  of  the  service,  and  justified  its  continuance 
as  a  means  of  protection  of  the  water  front. 
During  the  past  winter  it  performed  an  important 
service  in  breaking  ice  from  the  channels,  and  in 
keeping  open  access  to  various  parts  of  the  water 
front,  where,  in  case  of  fire,  it  would  have  been 
the  main  depenience. 

The  department  is  at  present  well  equipped  with 
hoises  though  there  are  still  some  which  will  soon 
be  replaced  Tsy  fresh  ones,  better  able  to  do  the 
work  required  of  them.  The  number  now  in  ser- 
vice is  126 ;  the  number  in  service  April  30, 1874, 
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was  117.  During  the  year  one  has  died  fiom  dis- 
ease, and  tvo  have  been  killed  by  accident;  eight 
have  been  sold  or  exchanged,  and  twenty  have 
be  »n  purchased . 

The  need  of  a  repair  shop,  and  the  reasons  why 
it  is  desii able  to  establish  one,  were  given  fully 
in  the  last  report,  and  need  not  be  repeated  here, 
A  hose  and  harness  repair  shop  was  started  in 
September,  io  unoccupied  rooms  of  the  new  h  >use 
of  Engina  Company  No.  25  and  Hook  and  Ladder 
Company  No.  8  on  Washington  square.  Two  men 
have  beeu  en  ployed  during  toe  past  six  months, 
and  have  been  assistelby  one  01  two  detailed 
there  fioin  ths  permanent  force  when  required. 
During  this  time  fch-y  have  male  all  ueede  ire- 
pairs  of  the  h  >se  and  harnesses  of  the  department, 
aodin  addition  thereto  made  a  considerable  quan- 
tity of  =  ew  work.  It  has  thus  far  coaienp  to  tbe 
expectation  of  the.  boaio. 

It  retrains  to  be  seen  whether  tbi ;  Kill  also  ful- 
fil the  expectations  of  the  board.  JCbe  amount  ap- 
propriateo  for  equipping  and  fitting  uo  the  shop 
was  $9000;  but  ot  this  sum  only  $6241.45  nad  been 
expended  up  to  May  1.  It  is  probable  that  the 
further  sum  of  $1000  will  equip  it  sufficient  y  to 
do  such  work  as  it  ij  proposed  at  present  to  under- 
take. 

The  fire-alarm  telegiaph,  an  i  jdispensaDle 
branch  of  the  Fire  Department,  must  of  uecesssity 
be  kept  in  good  condition  to  it>sui«  its  being  at 
all  .tiiu -s  and  under  almost  all  circumstances  per- 
fectly reliable;  uDditspropet  care  and  manage- 
ment is  justly  regarded  as  of  the  first  importance. 
The  wire-;,  boxes,  machines  and  other  apparatus 
are,  with  few  exceptions,  io  a  satisfactory  condi- 
tion. The  wires,  however,  on  tbe  northeast, 
northwest,  and  a  part  of  thB  Roxbury  circuits, 
have  been  up  a  number  of  years,  and  are  not  in  a 
condition  to  withstand  the  storms  of  another  win- 
ter. These  ciicuits  must  be  rerun,  and  the  wire 
for  this  purpose  has  aheady  bean  purchased,  and 
the  work  will  be  done  the  coming  summer. 

The  fire-alarm  telegraohs  of  Charlestown  and 
West  Roxbury  have  not  been  changed,  as  -*a«  at 
one  time  thought  desnable,  but  have  been  con- 
nected with  tne  Ci<y  Hall  in  such  unanuer  that 
alarms  in  those  aistr'icts  are  re  ;eived  at  headquar- 
ters.. 

The  fire-alj,rm  system  of  th9  city  proper  has  not 
been  ezteuded  to  Brighton  District,  as  tne  neces- 
sity for  if  did  not,  m  the  opinion  of  th%  board, 
seem  great  enough  to  justify  the  large  expendi- 
ture which  would  be  required.  The  holders  of  the 
fire-alarm  patents  claim  that  the  rights  which  the 
city  ha*  acquired,  by  purchase  and  otherwise,  to 
use  the  patents,  apply  simply  to  the  territory  com- 
prised in  the  city  limits  previous  to  annexation, 
and  do  not  extend  to  the  districts  recently  an- 
nexed. There  may  be  a  question  whether  this 
claim  is  a  valid  one bi  not,  but  assuming  that  it 
is,  the  demands  of  the  holders  of  the  patents  tor 
the  privilege  of  using  them  are  so  large  that  the 
cost  of  esiablishing  an  efficient  fire-alaim  io  that 
district  is  greater  than  would  be  warranted  by  the 
benefits  likely  to  result  from  the  introduction.  A 
telegraph  line  has,  however,  bean  run  to  the  en- 
gine house  in  Bngatoo,  arid  a  double  communica- 
tion with  the  city  hall  has  been  established. 

Tbe  following  summary  of  fires,  lose,  insurance 
on  the  property,  damages,  etc.,  >hows  on  the 
whole  the  good  fortune  of  the  city  during"  the 
year,  and  gives  gratifying  evidence  of  the  ability 
of  the  department  to  confine  fires  within  narrow 
limits : 

Number  of  Alarms. 

May,  1873,  to  1874 720,  including  266  stills. 

May,  1874,  to  1875 702,  including  244  stills. 

Loss. 

Buildings.         Stock.  Total. 

May,1873,  to  1874.. $1,134,835.95    $2,295,546.55  $3,430,382.50 

May,  1874,  to  1875..      4i4,979.00         793,524.00  1,228,403.00 

Insurance. 

Buildings.         Stock.  Total. 

May,  1873,  to  1874.. $1,341,476.45    $2,109,274.32  $3,443,750.77 

Maj;i874,  to  1875..    1,758  939.00       1,918,069.00  3,677,008.00 

The  dial  lioes  mentioned  in  the  report  of  last 
year  as  to  be  established,  have  all  been  run,  and 
telegraphic  communication  ii  constantly  had  be- 
tween the  City  Hall  and  the  headquarters  of  each 
distnet  and  the  repair  shop.  They  have  proved 
essential  to  the  best  working  of  the  department. 
The  cost  of  these  dial  lines,  ana  ot  the  extension 
of  wiies  to  Brighton  District,  has  been  $4633.72. 

Alaims— Number  of  telegraph  fires,  505;  num- 
ber of  telegraph  false,  29;  number  of  telegraph 
needless,  24;  fires  extinguished  without  giving  a 
public  alarm,  244.    Total— 702. 


Fire^— Total  number  of  actual  fires.  601;  con- 
fined to  one  building,  571— niuety-five  percent.; 
extended  to  others,  30 — five  per  cent. 

Buildings—  Slightly  damaged,  511— eighty-five 
pei  ceot.;  considerably  oamagen,  fifty-five— nine 
per  cent.;  tjtaliy  destroyed,  thirty- five— six  per 
cent. 

Great  care  has  been  taken  to  make  th-  tables  of 
losses  acciuate,  and  the?  are  believed  to  show  a 
close  apnroximatiou  t>)  the  actual  loss  by  fire. 

It  shout  a  also  be  remembered  that  the  city  the 
past  year  incluoeo  Cuarlesrowo,  West  Roxbury 
and  Krithton,  whica  have  contributed  their  share 
of  fires  a;jd  1  isses.  'i'h-i  loss  bv  the  file  on  Hit- 
ticger's  wharf  in  Charlestown  was  $159,975. 

The  whole  number  of  discharges  for  caus 3  is  31, 
as  follow^;  Intoxication,  16;  absence  without 
leave,  6;  neglect  ot  duty,  4;  conduct  prej  idicial 
to  gooo  order,  5  —  31.  Th=  intemperate  use  of 
liquor  in  one  form  or  another  has  been  the  imme- 
diate caus-  in  the  majority  of  Pdses,aod  the  prox- 
imate cause  in  neatly  allot  them.  The  ooard  enjoin 
upon  all  members  of  the  department  an  entire  ab- 
stinense  from  intoxicating  liquors,  and  do  all 
thans  possible  to  oiscourage  the  use  of  them. 
No  pledge  is  exacted,  but  in  all  cases  *vrh ere  in- 
toxication is  clearly  proven,  th-  member  has  been 
dismissed,  -nd  in  no  instance  been  readmitted  to 
the  department.  Upon  this  point  there  can  be  no 
question  that  the  good  of  tho  service  demands  the 
inflexible  carrying  out  of  the  mles. 

Previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  financial 
year  the  board  made  an  estimate  of  tne  amount 
which  they  thought  would  be  necessaiy  to  carry- 
on  the  department,  an  l  the  City  Council  mace  an 
appropriation  in  accordance  therewith.  The  esti- 
mate was  based  upon  the  expenses  of  the  year 
just  euding,  with  sucl.  additions  as  the  increased 
territory  aou  the  proposed  changes  in  tbe  organi- 
zation of  the  department  would  make  necessary. 
In  the  expendituie  of  themone/  appiopriatea  the 
actual  need  of  the  department,  "without  reference 
to  what,  has  been  done  heretofore,  na^  governed 
the  action  ot  the  board:  and  in  closing  the 
year  with  an  unexpended  balance  of  $112,- 
192.21,  they  deem  it  proper  to  stats  that 
immediate  attention  to  the  requirements  of 
the  depa-tuiei  t  has  been  their  rule;  and  no  neces- 
sary expenditure  has  been  delayed,  to  make  a 
shiw  ot  economy,  or  put  off,  to  affect  favor- 
ably the  condition  of  the  appropriation.  The 
items  for  repairs  of  apparatus  and  hose  make 
nearly  O'ne-half  the  saving,  but  the  apparatus  and 
hose  have  bt,en  kept  alt  the  time  iu  good  order, 
and  their  prefect  condition  will  certainly  bear 
comparison  with  any  other  pe-ioa  in  the  history 
of  the  department.  No  special  appropriation  was 
asked  for  or  made  for  the  purchase  of  new  ap- 
paratus, but  ueedful  additions  have  been  made  to 
the  extent  of  $7441.50,  and  paid  foi  out  of  the 
Amount  saved  from  toe  appropriation  for  repai'S. 

The  large  increase  in  the  number  of  men  per- 
manently employed  over  those  employed  in  the 
year  endma-  May  1, 1874,  i5  shown  in  a  comparison 
of  the  aggiegatej  of  the  pay  rolls  for  each  year,  as 
follows : 
For  the  vear  ending  May  1, 1875 $342,414.83 

"      '•        "         "        May  1,1874 259,635.94 


Increase . 


$82,778.89 

It  will  readily  be  seen,  too,  Uiat  the  increase  in 
the  number  ot'men  permanently  employed  neces- 
sitates an  increase  in  expenditures  of  all  kinds, 
and  yet  our  whole  expenditure  lor  the  year  is  less 
than  that  of  the  preceding  year.  The  Auditor's 
report  shows  the  total  amount  paid  for  the  Fire 
Department  and  Fire  Alarm  Telegraph  tc  have 
been 

In  the  year  ending  May  1, 1874 $642,732.76 

"    "       "         "         May), 1875 629,288.16 

Difference  in  favor  of  May,  1875 $13,444.60 

The  amount  paid  to  the  Cocbituate  Water  Board 
for  water  and  cars  of  hydrauts,  which  is  an  arbi- 
trary charge,  based  upon  no  actual  u°e  of   water, 
is  incluoed  in  both  years,  and  was  as  follows: 
In  the  vear  ending,  May,  1875 — 

Water $57,240.00 

Hydrants 37,992.00 

$95,232.00 

In  the  year  ending  May,  1874— 

Wat  er $48  855.00 

Hydrants 32,256.00 


$81,111.00 


Difference  in  favor  of  May,  1875 $14,121.00 

The  items  of  lepairs   of   horses  is  an  entirely 
new  charge  to  the  expenses   ot  the  Fire  Depart- 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


me  it,  as  always  berore  the  present  year  tbe  wort 
has  been  done  under  the  direction  of  the  Super- 
intendent or  Build] rigs,  and  charged  to  tha  Puolic 
Buildings  DepartQi'-nt. 

At  the  commencement  of  th9  present  year  the 
City  Council  naDSf erred  This  duty  to  the  Fire 
ComimsToiiers,  with  an  appropriation  of  §20,000, 
of  whica  only  $6815.28  bas  be^n  usea  ;  but  this 
amount  is  included  in  the  $629,278.16,  tl  e  expenses 
of  the  department  for  the  year.  The  fitting  up  of 
a  repair  shop  with  machinery  and  tools  10  tbe 
amount  of  $5526.84  is  also  included  in  the  same 
sum. 

SSBt  Up. 

EAST  BOSTON  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

The  report,  mezpedi  nt  to  tarnish  accommoda- 
tions for  a  high  school  in  East  Boston,  a  3d  the 
substitute  or.  er  to  furnish  suca  aecoinmodatior.s 
(City  Doc.  No.  93),  were  considered  in  the  regular 
ordei  under  unfinished  business,  the  question 
beint.  on  the  motion  to  substitute. 

Mr.  Peabo  ly  of  Ward  9— We  should  all  b<>  glad 
to  gratify  our  fellow  ci  izens  of  Eat  Boston,  and 
I  oo  not  rise  to  oppose  tbe  ord'  r  so  much  as  m 
inake  o  j:  or  t»'o  suggestions  why  it  woulo  De  ael- 
visable  to  let  the  rna'ter  lie  over  a  few  months 
longer.  A  compact  School  Board  coine*  into 
operation  in  less  tnau  fon-  uion.hs,  much 
smaller  than  the  preseat  one,  which  wt  hope 
will  fu'nish  better  educatio  j  at  leducerl 
prices.  Before  establishing  more  bcanch  schools 
we  should  let  this  new  board  look  about 
them  and  perhaps  list-n  to  their  recornmen- 
dHt'ocs.  Two  importan  questions  corn e  up — one, 
the  mixing  up  of  boys  and  gins  of  the  ages  of 
fourteen  and  seventeen,  as  is  done  in  the  suburb- 
an nigh  schools  ;  tbe  other  of  separating  them  in- 
to largos  high  schools  m  tbe_  centre  of  Boston. 
From  tne  little  investigation  i  have  given  tbe  sub- 
ject there  seems  to  be  good  reason  for  sep- 
arating fhe  sexts.  Another  question  is,  Can 
this  instruction  be  given  so  well  in  a 
drvioed  establishment  as  in  a  large  cen- 
tral high  school?  Let  me  suggest  Harvard  College 
as  ar.  illustration.  Suppose  Worcester  and  Spring- 
held  and  Salem  and  Boston  and  every  other  large 
place  in  the  State  opposed  sending  their  boys  to 
Harvard,  and  preferied  to  establish  colleges  of 
Their  own.  It  is  evident  that  it  would  not  only 
be  enormously  expensive,  but  cbarly  impossible 
to  provide  anything  like  the  education  the  boys 
can  get  in  a  large  central  establishment  like  Har- 
vard, with  its  corps  of  professors  and  ample  ap- 
paratus. Let  im-  instance  one  study.  At  tha 
Girls' High  School  the  young  ladies  go  into  the 
large,  well-lighted  rooms  piovided  with  tables 
where  they  can  sit  and  study  the  specimens  of 
flowers  brought  iu  by  scholars'  They  can  investi- 
gate tbe  wonderful  secrets  disclosed  by  the  mi- 
croscose,  and  a  study  proceeding  so  must  be  full 
of  iuteiest  and  pleasure.  Compare  that  with  the 
dryness  of  the  study  of  botany  from  text  books 
with  specimens  and  apparatus  tor  examination. 
Something  ot  tue  same  principle  must  ap- 
ply to  all  studies.  Patriotic  and  sensible 
s'entlemeu  can  take  different  views  of  this 
question,  and  have  dose  so.  The  Super- 
intendent, finding  these  br  nch  high  schools  in 
Charlestowo,  Dorchestet  and  Roxbury,  accepted  it 
as  a  settle  J  system  at  d  was  in  favor  of  them  in 
Eaat  and  South  Boston,  and  the  large  School  Com- 
mittee hold  the  same  opinion.  On  the  other  hand 
our  committee,  after  an  investigation,  hold  a  dif- 
ferent opinion.  It  oaly  seems  to  me  it  would  be 
advisaule,  not  so  much  to  kill  this  question,  as  to 
let  it  lie  over  until  thb  new  board  comes  in.  I 
know  it  is  itksome  to  young  ladies  to  travel  a  long 
distance  to  the  central  school ;  but  I  am  not  sure 
but  that  it  is  advantageous.  The  European 
women  are  more  healthy,  are  far  more  in 
the  open  air  than  ours,  ard  I  am  inclined  to 
think  one  teason  of  the  ill  health  of  American 
ladies  is  that  they  speed  so  much  time  in  the 
house  with  their  sewiag  and  leading  and  are  so 
little  in  the  open  air.  For  these  reasons  it  seems 
to  me  to  be  wiser  to  let  the  report  lie  over  for  a 
year. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Waid  4— This  seems  to  me  to 
be  a  question  wbicb  ought  to  receive  a  great  deal 
of  consideration,  because  it  is  a  step  which  I  con- 
sider wrong  and  is  in  a  direction  against 
which  we  are  warned  by  our  own  committee. 
It  is  true  our  defunct  School  Board  rec- 
ommenced it,  but  they  have  not  the  lesponsibih- 
ty  of  providing  the  means  for  it.  The  School 
Board  might  like  to  have  these  schools  in  every 
ward ;  but  it  is  for  us  to  say  whether  it  is  wise  to 
spend  money  m  this  way.    The  reasons  given  tor 


it  by  the  gentlemau  tiom  Watd  1  are  entirely  of  a 
local  nature.  He  saij  it  is  uesire  j  by  the  people 
of  East  Boston.  1  don't  doubt  ic.  People  de°ire 
a  si  eat  many  things ;  if  I  lived  there  I  should  <:e- 
sire  it;  »  e  would  like  a  bridge  or  a  tunnel  to  ob- 
literate their  sepaiation  from  the  city  proper.  I 
b.'ve  lo  >ked  at  tne  report  of  the  School  Board 
and  see  that  his  position  is  not  t  nable.  Two- 
thirds  of  the  Dorchester  scholars  have  to  travel 
two  miles  to  school  every  day.  Theie  \°  very  little 
diffetence  in  coming  fiou  thn  island  Ward.  After 
thev  get  to  the  ferries  they  die  within  easv  reach 
of  the  schools.  I  look  at  the  cost,  which  will  be 
$12,000  a  year  for  teacheis,  or  about  the  same  as 
the  Brighton  school,  which  accommodates  au 
equal  ournber  of  scholars.  However  much  we  es- 
teem our  colleagues  from  the  Island  Ward  I  think 
it  would  be  unwise  to  enter  upon  this  step  against 
the  advice  of  out  own  committee,  especially  at  a 
time  when  another  section  or  tne  crty  with  much 
greater  relative  population  and  property  has  not 
asked  for  it.  I  don't  think  we  should  establish 
this  school  i'i  East  Boston  a:d  not  looi  at  the 
wants  of  South  Boston.  It  is  true  that  there 
ate  high  shooW  in  the  outlying  wards 
an:.ex.  el  to  the  city;  but  it  must  bs  re- 
membered th  y  were  established  by  money 
raised  b\  tsixftion  i"  those  places  before  annexa- 
tion. If  East  Boston  should  build  a  high  school 
and  ask  the  city  to  run  it,  th:-  case  *  ould  be  about 
the  same.  It  is  a  hardship  to  those  living  at  a 
distance  to  come  so  far.  But  some  people  must 
live  at  a  distance;  aod  people  bviug  far  front  the 
centre  of  intelligence,  which  is  supposed  to  be  i?. 
Ward  4,  oi  about  this  place,  must  take  the  good 
with  the  bad  as  it  is.  I  can't  see  the  necessity 
of  the  city  b-.ing  toxeel  next  year  to  erect  a 
building  to  be  supplied  with  superior  ac- 
commodations. It  is  showu  chat  in  Dor- 
chester ibe  parents  send  children  to  the  central 
school  in  Boston  by  quite  a  laige  percentage.  At 
all  events  so  long  as  South  Boston  has  made  no 
claim,  East  Boston  i  au  do  without  a  high  school  a 
little  longer.  We  will  be  anticipating  the  action 
or  the  new  board,  s.ud  it  will  be  disrespectful  to 
them  to  settle  this  question  or  having  a  L.ige 
echool  or  a  number  of  country  acaelemies. 

Mr.  Osbo'ne  of  Ward  8— There  bas  been  a  great 
deal  said  in  regard  to  e  lucatioa,  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  4  remarked  that  the  children 
from  Dorchester  come  irto  Boston.  That  is  very 
true,  but  when  you  consider  that  East  Boston  is 
separated  from  the  city  by  watei,  and  that  some- 
times there  is  a  tog,  and  tne  boat  which  sails  at 
8  A.  M.  can't  arrive  on  this  side  till.half-past  niue , 
I  waild  lise  to  know  .vbat  time  the  children  are 
going  to  get  to  school.  That  is  a  question. 
East  Boston  has  a  population  of  30,000,  kxcl  ought 
to  have  the  same  advantages  as  other  sections. 
There  is  hardly  a  city  of  fifteen  or  twenty  thou- 
sand population  in  this  Commonwealth  that 
has  n't  a  high  school.  East  Boston  has  the  same 
right.  The  question  i?  not  wb&t  the  new  govern- 
ment will  do;  we  nave  nothing  to  sav  about  that. 
We  have  representatives  from  the  differ. ent  wards 
who  are  peifectly  capable  of  advocating  their 
rights  without    waiting  for  a  new  government. 

'Mi.  Day  of  «?a'd  1— The  gentleman  from  Ward 
4  says  that  toe  expense  of  this  school  will  be 
$12,000  a  year.  I  am  unable  to  ree  bow  it  will 
amount  to  so  l^rge  a  sum,  for  the  city  owns  the 
building,  the  old  Lvmau  Schoolhouse,  which  has 
two  rooms  in  the  upper  story  which  can  be  used 
for  this  school.  At  nresent  it  is  only  proposed  to 
start  one  class.  W-i  hao  125  graduates  this 
spring  <i,nd  about  100  will  piobablj  attend  this 
school.  They  have  inelicateo  a  desire  to  do 
so.  Tne  masters  of  tbe  high  schools  co  not 
all  receive  $4000  a  year,  as  was  stated  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  9.  Theie  are  two  who 
receive  less  thin  that.  It  is  believed  by  those  in 
authority  that  a  master  for  this  class  can  be  se- 
cured tor  $2500,  and  of  course  tbe  other  instruc- 
tion will  cost  no  moie  to  teach  in  this  school  than 
t  the  pupils  were  sent  to  the  city  proper.  So 
the  only'  differecce  will  be  in  the  mas- 
ter's salary.  This  is  not  an  expensive  experi- 
ment. There  are  so  many  high  schools  in 
the  city  that  it  can  hardly  be  called  an  experi- 
ment. If  it  is  found,  after  tbe  new  board 
comes  into  working  condition— which  nobody 
believes  they  will  do  before  two  or  three  years ; 
and  it  will  be  as  long  as  that  before  aoy  thoiough 
reorganization  of  the  school  system  shall  tike 
place — that  this  school  does  not  result  as  is  ex- 
pected, tben  it  can  be  done  away  viitb.  If  it -is 
proposed  to  do  away  with  all  these  outside  schools, 
then  this  one  can  go  too.    But  I  don't  believe  the 
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people  of  Boston  will  ever  consent  to  it.  I  don't 
believe  in  the  city  attempt!  gto  build  up  a  large 
central  high  school  at  tbe  expense  of  other  sec- 
tions. No  good  argument  has  been  made  against 
the  high  school.  If  we  have  the  scholars  to  at- 
tend the  school  I  don't  believe  thi  city  of  Bos- 
ton will  begrudge  the  salarv  ox  the  teacher.  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  9  state  i  at  the  last  meeting 
that  the  expense  of  the  high  schools  was  over 
$284,000.  ruat,  I  am  informed,  is  not  quite  cor- 
rect, but  thAt  the  sum  is  something:  like  $208,000— 
qute  a  material  diffetetice. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9—1  will  stick  bv  the  figures 
I  gnve  at  the  last  me-  ting.  The  figures  in  the  of- 
ficial report  are  not  the  ones  given  by  me  in  this 
chambei.  The  expenses  of  the  high  ssbools,  as 
taken  from  a  table  in  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Accounts,  were  $253,864.65.  I  wish  the  gentle- 
man would  in  lose  if  to  the  School  Board  some  of 
his  ideas  aoout  running  high  schools.  He 
suggests  +hat  this,  school  ia  East  Boston 
can  be  ran  at  a  very  limited  expense  and 
that  one  hun  red  pupils  can  be  accommodated 
in  lhe  Lyman  Scoolhouse  on  W<-bster  street,  I 
believe.  I  am  informed  tnat  this  building  is  three 
stories  high,  and  on  tbe  uppet  floor  a -e  two  vacant 
rooms.  We  all  know  it  is  absurd  to  think  that 
a  high  school  can  be  <  un  with  to  other  accommo- 
dations ;  it  is  also  well  known  that  no  high  school 
can  be  run  with  one  teacher  if  you  have  100  schol- 
ars, ra  the  Charlestown  High  School  there  are 
nine  teachers,  with  a  head  master  at  $4000;  a 
master  in  the  English  department  at  $2800; 
a  sub-master  (last  year)  at  $2200;  t-vo  head 
assistarts  at  $1200  each;  three  assistants  at 
$1000  each;  and  one  teacher  in  French  at 
$600;  this  school  has  207  puoils,  aed  the  total  ex- 
penditure for  salaries  is  $15,000.  The  Dorchester 
High  School  has  195 pupils,  and  tney  hive  seven 
teaeheis  at  a  cost  of  $10,100.  The  Brighton  High 
School  has  65  pupils,  a  head  master  at*a  salary  of 
$2800,  one  head  assistant  at  $1200,  one  assistant  at 
$1000,  a  leaober  of  French  at  $250,  making  a  total 
for  salaries  of  $5250.  The  West  Roxbury  High 
School  has  71  pupils,  a  head  master  at  $3500,  a  sub- 
master  at  $2200,  two  assistant0  at  $1000  ea^b,  one 
teacher  in  French  at  $500,  one  teacher  in 
German  at  $500,  making  a  t'tal  for  salaries  of 
$8700.  The  gentleman  uroooses  to  run  this  school 
inEastBostoa  *nth  from  175  to  200  punila,  in  ooe 
room,  at  an  exoecse  of  $3500  a  >eai  for  one  mas- 
ter. If  it  could  oe  done,  I  would  most  cheerfully 
vote  for  it ;  but  I  know  it  cannot  oe  done.  It  is 
known  that  the  scholars  cannot  all  be  of  the  same 
grade.  Those  who  have  attended  tbe  high  school 
in  Bedford  street  one  year  or  more  will  expect  to 
enter  an  East  Boston  class  ot  the  same  grade  the 
same  as  if  they  remained  in  the  city,  and  it  would 
only  be  a  short  time  before  a  new  building  would 
have  to  be  erected.  The  olan  of  the  gerjtlemau 
from  Ward  1  is  the  way  all  rhese  expenses  start. 
They  commence  by  anexpendiTireot  afcw  hundred 
dolla-s,  which  gradually  increases  to  thousands, 
and  the  purchase  of  a  lot  and  erection  of  a  high 
schoolhouse  would  soon  follow,  to  cost  anywhere 
from  $50,000  to  $75,000.  And  many  scholars  do 
not  attend  these  local  high  schools,  wneie  they 
are  already  establiehed.  Take,  for  instance,  the 
Dorchester  High  School.  The  difflcultv  ot  reach- 
ing that  school  is  much  greater  to  rhe  children  of 
Dorchester  than  of  reaching  the  school  in  Bed- 
ford street  by  the  pupils  in  East  Boston  ;  and  the 
result  is  that  quitu  a  number  of  Dorchester  pupils 
attend  the  Bed  ford -street  School  rather  than  their 
own  high  school,  because  it  is  accessible  by  only 
one  Hue  of  horse  cars,  which  run  at'  rare 
intervals,  and  they  can  come  to  the  central  high 
school  much  easier  ttan  they  can  go  to  their  own. 
I  notice  that  an  order  has  been  introduced  in  the 
School  Board  aud  a  committee  ar, pointed  looking 
toward  the  establishment  of  a  high  school  in 
South  Boston,  and  I  have  no  doubt  the  committee 
will  report  in  favor  of  it,  the  same  as  they  did  in 
East  Boston,  and  we  shall  be  called  upon  to  erect 
a  building  there.  Before  we  go  into  this  whole- 
sale establishment  of  high  schools  I  think  we 
should  wait  and  see  if  it  is  the  judgment  of  the 
new  School  Boara  that  they  should  be  es- 
tablished. If  the  t°?er.ty-four  me;,  to  be 
elected,  after  carefully  considering  ths  question 
of  high  school  instruction,  decide  that  this  course 
should  be  pursued,  there  will  be  time  enough  for 
us  to  act.  There  are  many  problems  in  tbe  School 
Board  to  be  unravelled.  Some  believe  that  an  ad- 
vanced class  should  be  established  in  thegram- 
mer  schools  aod  the  course  of  the  high  schools 
lessened.  They  have  quite  a  number  of  problems 
to  commence  upon.     The  time  is  so  short,  that  it 


will  be  wiser  for  the  City  Council  to  delay 
this  matter  until  we  can  get  the  judg- 
ment of  thr>-e  rwnty-f our  men.  If  they  decide 
that  it  is  expedient  to  establish  high  schools  in 
Ea-t  and  South  Boston,  it  seems  to  me  here  i 
just  as  much  reason  for  one  at  the  North  End, 
for  that  is  no  nearer  the  location  of  the  pro- 
posed new  central  high  school.  The  city 
has  purchased  ard  paid  nearly  $300,000 
tor  a  lot  for  the  pur-pose  of  erecting 
an  English  and  Latin  high  school  here- 
on. Now  if  this  system  of  local  high  -cnools  is  to 
be  adopted,  of  course  that  land  should  be  sold, 
for  it  would  be  useless  to  :-recr  a  build- 
ing there  milr-s  it  is  intended  to  have 
one  central  high  school.  I  therefore  hone 
that  the  report  of  the  corumittee  will  be  accepted 
and  that  we  shall  wait  the  very  short  time  <vhieh 
is  necessary  and  allow  the  men  who  are  to  ta'^e 
this  matter  into  consideration  to  have  a  chance  to 
consider  it.  T'if-re  crrainly  is  something  in  our 
schools  which  needs  investigation .  There  js  no 
reason  why  it  should  cost  $1,250,000  for  salaries  in 
the  schools  of  Boston,  with  43,000  pupils,  while  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  which  has  86,000  pupih — 
just  twice  the  number  in  Boston — the  sal- 
aries amount  to  only  $900,000,  and  yet  New 
York  is  said  to  b*  the  most  extravagant  cityio  the 
world.  Ther-d  are  .many  other  things  in  the  School 
Board  *  hich  are  jost  as  disproportionate  as  that. 
Notwithstanding  the  large  expenditures  made, 
our  schools  are  not  near  so  satisfactory  a=  they 
were  several  years  ago.  I  think  it  will  be  admit- 
ted fey  everybody  who  has  studied  the  matter  at 
all,  that  the  standard  o(  education  in  Boston  is 
not  nearly  as  nig  i  as  it  was  ten  years  ago,  aud 
that  tne  pupils  who  graduate  at  our  grammar 
schools  today  co  not  stand  as  high  as 
those  who  graduated  tlere  ten  years  ago. 
I  am  informed  that  at  a  recent  examina- 
tion for  admission  to  the  high  school  io 
Bos'on,  some  questions  «ere  prepared  by  a 
committee  selected  by  tbe  School  Board  atd 
given  to  the  scholars.  The  rule  had  formerly 
been  that  any  pupils  could  be  admiTted  to  rhe 
high  school  upon  presentation  of  his  diploma, 
but  this  svstem  of  questions  was  proposed  as 
a  test  of  their  qualifications.  I  have  been 
informed  that  quite  a  large  proportion  of  the  ap- 
plicants received  only  fifty  per  cput.  or  less  on 
their  examination,  which  does  n't  speak  very 
well  for  the  graduates  ot  the  grammar 
schools.  If  no  better  results  can  be  shown  from 
the  grammar  schools  than  thai,  I  think  we  should 
hesitate  before  graduating  boys  and  girl<  there, 
and  sending  them  into  tte  high  schools.  For  the 
reasons  I  have  given,  and  which  have  been  more 
clearly  given  by  others,  I  certainly  hope  th?  Coun- 
cil will  hesitate  before  pledging  themselves  to  the 
erection  of  a  high  school  in  East  Bostou,  for  the 
same  argument  is  applicable  for  one  in  South 
Bosto-i.    I  hope  the  report  will  b»  accepted. 

Mr.  Harrigan  of  Ward  1— I  have  listened  with  a 
great  deal  of  pleasura  to  the  gentlemen  from 
Wa'-ds  9  and  4,  snd  from  the  standpoint  of  the 
former  his  children  could  no  doubt;  get  through 
very  •  asily.  Bui  unfortunately  there  are  thou- 
sands of  people  ifi  East  Boston  that  are  not  in  a 
c  ndition  to  send  their  children  to  school  by  con- 
veyances. Then  a  great  deal  has  beeD  said  aDout 
the  robustness  of  English  children,  and  eyer  siuce 
I  have  been  a  boy  I  bave  read  a  gr^at  deal  of  the 
qualities  of  the  EagUsh  people;  but  I  have 
nothing  to  say  on  that  subject.  A  great  deal  is 
said,  too,  on  tbe  concentration  of  schools 
like  Harvard  College,  which  may  be  all  very  well 
from  rhe  standpoint  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
9  [Mr.  Peabody] ;  but  unfortunately  we  cannot 
send  our  children  to  Harvard  College.  We  all 
agree  about  the  high  cost  of  our  schools,  but  we 
cannot  ge' rid  of  th^t  unless  we  kill  all  the  chil- 
dren. We  must  have  he«,o  masters,  and  we  must 
pay  them.  I  don't  think  tue  citizens  of  Boston  ob- 
ject to  the  cost  of  educating  children,  •provided 
the  money  is  judiciously  spert.  A  great  deal 
has  been  said  about  the  twenty-four  geiitlemen 
who  are  to  iuh  the  schools,  overturn  the  svstem 
and  do  everything  that  cannot  be  done  m  any  other 
part  of  tbe  wo'ld.  Germany  is  to  be  outdone,  too. 
But  I  think  you  can  pick  out  twentv-four  men 
here  who  can  judge  of  what  is  due  to. the  diffetent 
wards  as  well  as  from  any  one  man  selected  from 
that  ward.  This  talk  about  the  new  board  of 
twenty-four  men  is  all  bosh.  Why  is  n't  the 
thing  better  managed,  today?  Whose  fault 
is  it  but  the  members  of  the  board 
themselves.  If  they  had  attended  to  their  duty 
things  would  have  been  better  managed.  Because 
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tte  outlyin i  high  schools  vveie  established  before 
annexation  is  oo  argument  wby  the  30,000  people 
o£  East  Bosto  ;  ebouid  not  have  a  higb  school. 
Because  it  costs  §5000  to  run  a  high  school  in 
Brighton  is  no  reason  the  pupils  in  East  Boston 
should  plod  tnrough  the  mud  at  an  expe,  se  of  $60 
a  year  lor  car  fare.  Much  has  been  saia  aboutDor- 
chestv-r;  the  e  are  two  lines  of  horse  and  steam 
cars  on  that  territory,  while  we  bave  only  one 
horse- car  line.  We  extend  out  some  Jf our  miles, 
and  children  bave  to  walk  along  distance  to  reacb 
the  cars— no  they  don't,  now,  because  tbey  are  all 
dead  cut  one.  Our  physicians  have  been  trying 
to  save  our  girls  from  early  graves  by  wading 
through  mud  and  snow  to  reach  the  bor.-e  cars  to 
ride  down  to  the  ferry  ana  then  up  to  the  high 
school.  The  property  question  does  not,  enter 
into  thij  matter  at  all.  1'-  is  a  ciuesti  >n  whether 
150  children  snail  be  accommodated  with  roorus 
for  a  high  school  in  East  Boston  and  whefuer  one, 
tfto  or  three  teachers  shall  be  tnred,  m  oider  10 
save  tht  lives  of  those  r.bildten.  It  is  a  fact  that 
of  115  pupils  reaay  tj  2.0  to  the  hi£h  school,  on  y 
sixty-five  will  come  to  the  city  01,  the  first  uf  the 
year,  and  about  thirty  will  go  throuuh  tt.e  whole 
term.  Is  n't  it  w.  11  to  give  them,  an  education 
nearer  home  when  it  can  be  dovie  so  cheap?  Is  it 
justice  to  us  that  such  •  rguments  shall  be  used 
because  the  outlying  wards  had  high  schools  be- 
fore they  came  to  us  ? 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12—1  have  listened  to  this 
debate  with  a  great  deal  of  interest,  an'!  I  uo  not 
know  that  I  should  h£»ve  participa.ed  in  it  had  not 
the  argu  neut  been  used,  that  because  South  Bos- 
ton aas  not  asked  for  certain  facilities,  theiefoie 
East  Boston  shoul  i  not  have  them.  I  submit  to 
this  Council,  whether,  because  South  Boston  has 
been  a-littlemoreonveiiienttothehigb  school, and 
has  been  a  little  patient,  while  all  tht-  addi- 
tions have  been  made  to  the  city,  there  is 
no  reason  wby  a  manifest  want  in  the  Island 
"Warn  should  not  be  met?  Neither  is  it  neces- 
sary because  our  school  system  is  carried 
0  1  in  an  expensive  manner.  The  whole 
question  simmers  down  td  this:  forty  scholars 
make  a  class,  and  it  makes  very  little  difference 
whether  they  are  taught  in  one'p&rt  of  the  city  or 
another.  In  my  boyhood  tuere  *ero  185  pupils  in 
the  English  High  S.bool  with  two  sub-masters 
and  two  ushers;  the  head  master  received  $2500 
salary,  and  we  bave  never  had  a  bettei  one  since— 
atd  be  was  Thomas  Shei  win.  The  t7/o  sub-mas- 
ters receivesi  $1800  aud  $1500  salary,  and  I 
question  wbether  we  base  had  superior 
ones  sicce.  There  are  today  neatly  500  pupils 
in  the  high  school,  and  they  have  been  obliged  to 
put  classes  in  out  of-the-wav  places.  It  is  impos- 
sible to  concentrate  tbem,  and  I  submit  whether 
it  s  not  bettei  to  allow  eaca.  district  to  bave  a 
class ;  whether  it  is  not  better  for  them  to  be  in- 
structed nearer  their  homes,  thaa  to  be  herded 
together  in  tbe  cntre  of  the  city?  The  time  has 
come  for  a  radical  change  in  that  particular.  A 
large  number  of  places  in  the  city  aie  isolated, 
and  people  are  entitled  to  1  ave  schools  near 
home  for  their  children.  Tr>ere  are  scholars 
enough  coming  from  South  Boston  to  make  two 
classes,  and  if  you  locate  the  newbigh  school  at 
the  South  Eno  there  will  be  no  way  for  them  to 
get  there  but  to  foot  it.  Allusion  has  been  made 
to  the  fact  that  the  Dorchester  pupils  don't  use 
the  high  school  there.  There  are  two  lioes 
of  steam  railway  traverse  Dorchester,  both 
entering  the  city  in  the  leighborhood  of 
the  huh  school;  consequently  it  is  easier 
to  come  into  the  city  than  to  attend 
th«  school  out  there.  I  think  this  re- 
quest should  be  granted,  and  I  thiDk  we  should 
hold  the  School  Board  to  at.  economical  adminis- 
tration. We  should  organize  a  symmetrical  sys- 
tem of  schools  and  encourage  children  to  attend 
them,  and  not  oiseourags  thena  by  having  a  large 
body  of  scholars  in  the  centre  of  the  citv.  I  know 
that  was  the  feeling  in  my  youth,  and  it  is  so  to- 
day. I  believe  it  is  best  to  extend  tbe  advantages 
of  a  high-school  education  as  much  as  possible. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5,  the  main 
question  was  01  der ed,  and  tbe  motion  to  substi- 
tute the  order  for  the  report  prevailed— yeas  35, 
nays  12: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Anderson,  Barry,  Brackett,  Bur- 
gess, Coyle,  Cushman,  Damon,  Das,  Devereux, 
Duggan,  Flynn,  Guild,  Harmon,  Harngan,  Hicks, 
Kelley,  Kingsbury,  Kingsley,  Lappan,  Leightou, 
Loring,  Moirisoa, Newton,  Noves,  Osborne, Power, 
Rice,  Sampson,  Shaw,  Sibley,  Scacey,  Walbridge, 
Wilbur,  Willcut,  Wilson— 35. 

Nays— Messrs.  Burditt,  Crocker,  Cashing,  Felt. 


Fitzgerald,  Kimball,  Pagp,  Parter.  Peabody, 
Sprague,  Thachei,  Wnitmore— 12. 

Mr.  Day  of  Ward  1  movsd  a  suspension  of  the 
rule  that  the  order  might  take  its  secood  read- 
iig- 

Mr.  Crocket  oi  Ward  6  -I  hope  the  rule  will  not 
be  suspended,  for  it  seems  to  oae  that  we  are  go- 
ing into  these  matters  with  too  grear  expedition. 
It  is  generally  believed  that  the  School  Committee 
is  an  inefficient  bodv,  and  with  the  new  board  to 
begin  next  year,  we  have  just  vii  malty  voted  to- 
rngbtto  ^tait  tne  ki  dergarteu  system,  which 
will  greatly  increase  the  expei.se  of  our  schools, 
ana  now  we  propose  to  carry  out  a  sy.-tem  of 
high  schools  iu  different  districts  of  (he  ciry. 
I  hope  we  shall  at  least  hold  this  matter 
over  one  week.  We  ought  to  deliberate  further 
before  acting.  The  gentleman  fiom  Ward  12  has 
admitted  that  this  is  thefhst  step  toward  estac- 
lisiiing  a  high  school  in  South  Boston.  The  gen- 
tleman fmrn  Wa^d  1  says  the  people 
in  toe  ouflyis.g  parts  of  East  boston  ob- 
ject to  -walking  two  or  thive  miles  to  horse 
cars,  and  so  they  must  bave  a  high  school 
there.  But  they  will  have  to  corue  from  the  out- 
lying oa it  of  the  island  to  the  centre,  and  then 
they  will  have  reached  the  horse  cars  leading  to 
the  cent'e  of  the  city.  It  seems  to  me  we  should 
Dot  .establish  this  school  without  first  hearing  from 
the  new  School*  Board.  It  has  been  suggested 
that  branch  schools  should  bs  established  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  tbe  city.  We  don't  k  ow  the 
details  ot  the  plan,  and  we  don't  want  to  start 
and  have  to  change  afterwaros.  We  vtant  it  con- 
sidered by  a  competent  body  first.  The  reason 
why  the  high  schools  of  Bostoa  are  beiterthan 
those  in  the  country  is  because  they  bave  the 
best  teachers  and  appliances.  In  the  same  way 
Harvard  College  is  an  immense  institution,  hav- 
ing the  ablest  talent  in  the  country,  and  young 
men  come  there  from  a  distance  of  thousands 
of  miles  So  it  is  with  the  great,  colleges  for  girls. 
A  great  high  school  is  something  every  oae  can- 
not have  next  to  his  door.  The  very  reasons  foi 
hai  io<r  such  schools  require  that  they  should  aot 
be  scattered.  For  t:  ese  reasons  I  h.pe  the  rule 
will  not  be  suspenced. 

Mr. Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7—1  votod  against  the 
substitution  of  tbe  order  because  I  considered  the 
matter  one  of  very  ooubtfnl  expediency.  The 
building  of  these  schools  wfl  add  immensely  to 
the  expense  of  the  school-system,  and  will  hardly 
give  such  an  education  as  pupils  snould  have  in  a 
high  school.  The  high  schools  in  this  city  should 
be  to  tbe  girls  what  the  colleges  are  to  the  boys, 
what  Vassar  is  to  tbe  girls  w'bo  go  there  to 
boaid.  Tf  we  have  one  here  and  another 
there,  we  shall  have  high  schools  but  in 
name.  Another  reason  for  my  opposition 
is  that  toe  city  has  purchased  a  lot  for  a  large 
high  school  for  $280,000,  to  which  1  was  opposed 
at  the  time  in  this  Council.  It  will  accommodate 
1100  pupils.  If  we  establish  these  outlying  schools 
that  school  should  not  be  fstablished  there.  But 
if  this  school  is  to  be  established,  it  should  be 
doni  without  delay.  I  don't  propose  to  keep  the«e 
pupils  out  of  school,  and  though  I  am  opposed  to 
the  measure,  I  shail  not  oppose  a  suspension  of 
the  iui8. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Noyes  the  main  question  was 
ordered,  the  rule  was  suspended,  and  the  order 
read  a  second  time  and  passed. 

Sent  up. 

FIRES  AND   ALARMS  FOR  AUGUST. 

A  report  was  receiveo  from  the  Fire  Commis- 
sioaers  of  the  rumber  ot  tires  aua  alarms  duiing 
August.    Sent  up. 

PETITION  PRESENTED. 

B\  Mr.  Burgess  of  Ward  3— Petition  of  Fitch- 
bmg  Railroad,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  build- 
ing on  Fi  out  street,  Ward  20.  Re f  erred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Survey  and  Inspectioo  of  Buildings. 
Sent  up. 

MYSTIC  VALLEY  SEWER. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Joint  Committee  oa  Water  that  tney  had  con- 
sulted with  the  Cit;  Solicitor  and  found  th^t  the 
orde-  for  the  construction  of  the  Mystic  Valley 
sewer  i^as  correctly  drawn,  but  that  ibe  order  for 
the  loan  was  not  coirect,  a  1  d  they  recomme jd  its 
passage  in  the  following  new  draft: 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasuier  be  and  he  is  here- 
by authorized  to  borrow  under  the  direction  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance  the  sum  of  $205,000,  to 
be  applied  to  the  construction  of  a  seAer  in  the 
Mystic  Valley,  in  accoidat.ee  with  the  provision  01 
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cbapter  202  of  the  acts  of  the  year  1875;  said  loan 
to  be  styled  the  "Mystic  Sewer  Loari,"  and  the 
bonds  the  "Mystic  Sewer  Bonds  of  tbe  City  of 
Boston." 
Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

NORTHAMPTON-STREET  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Noyes  ot  Ward  5  offeted  tbe  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Northampton.street  district: 

Whereas,  Al  /in  J.  Bartiett,  owner  of  the  parcel 
of  land  bounded  as  follows:  Northwesterly  by 
Fellows  street,  there  measuring  61  75-100  leet; 
northeastwardly  by  land  now  or  formerly 
ot  Knight  &  Baitlett,  136  50-100  feec;  south- 
eastwaidly  by  the  same,  6175-100  feet;  and 
south  westwardly  by  land  now  oi  formerly  of 
Newell  Clark,  and  by  lind  now  or  formerly  of 
Charles  Davis,  136  50-100  feet,  containing  8429 
square  test,  more  or  less,  being  sbown  oo  a  plan 
made  bv  tue  City  Surveyor,  dated  April  1, 1874, 
and  deposited  in  the  office  of  said  City  Surveyor- 
has  given  notice  to  the  City  Council  as  provided 
by  chapter  340  of  the  acts  of  the  year  1873,  that  be 
is  dissati>fied  witn  the  assessment  of  the  expense 
of  raising  the  grade  of  the  said  land:  it  is  there- 
fore hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  said  estate  he  and  it  is  here- 
by taken  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  said 
chapter  340  of  the  acts  of  the  year  1873. 

Read  twice  and  passrd.    Sent  up. 

TRINITY  CHURCH  TAXES. 

Mr.  Burgess  of  Ward  3  submitted  the  following : 
The  Committee  on  the  Assessors'  Deoartment 
beg  leave  to  recommend  the  passage  of  the  ac- 
companying orders  refin  ding  to  the  Trinity 
Church  the  taxes  aesessed  upon  its  real  estate  on 
St.  James  avenue  in  1873  anu  1874. 

After  the  destruction  of  the  church  on  Summer 
street  by  the  great  fire  of  Nov.  9, 1872,  tbe  society 
took  steps  for  the  erection  of  a  new  house  of  wor- 
ship on  tha  lot  of  land  which  it  owned  on  St. 
James  avenue.  Some  pj  ogress  had  been  made  ia 
establishing  the  foundations  when  the  tax  for 
1873  was  levied.  As  the  statute  of  exemption  ap- 
peared to  apply  only  to  houses  ot  religious  worship, 
owned  and  used  by  a  religious  society,  the  assessors 
taxed  not  onlyitbe  abandoned  lot  on  Summer  street, 
but  the  lot  woich  was  being  prepared  for  use  on 
St.  James  avenue.  The  tax  on  the  Summer-street 
lot  was  acknowledgea  as  valid;  the  taz  on  St. 
James  avenue  was  paid  under  protest,  and  a  suit 
was  entered  against  tbe  city  to  have  it  refunded. 
In  the  Superior  Court  judgment  *?as  ordered  for 


the  city,  and  the  case  was  taken  to  the  Supreme 
Court  on  plaintiff's  exceptions.  That  court  has 
now  rendered  a  decision  requiring  the  city  to  re- 
fund the  money  with  costs  and  interest,  tbe  re- 
sctipt  being  as  follows  : 

•'Real  estate  held  by  a  religious  society  cot 
more  thsn  sufficient  in  extent  to  meet  its  reasona- 
ble requirements  in  this  respect,  and  devoted  by 
such  society  in  good  faita  to  the  erection  of  a 
church  edifice  upon  which  the  woik  of  erection 
already  commerced  i?  prosecuted  without  umea- 
sonable  delay,  is  entitled  to  the  exemption  from 
taxation  riven  by  statute." 

A  tax  having  been  levied  on  the  same  property 
for  the  year  1874,  and  paid  under  protest,  it  be- 
comes necessity  to  refund  thac  also,  with  interest 
to  the  dare  of  repavmecr. 

The  account,  therefore,  stands  as  follows: 

Tax  paid  Dec.  31, 1873 $2,213.27 

Interest  to  date  of  writ,  Jan.  12, 1874 4.43 

2,217.70 

Interest  to  Sept.  12,  1875 221,70 

Taxed  costs 57.89 

Amount  to  be  refundeed  on  account  of  tax  of 

1873 2,497.29 

Tax  paid  Dec.  16,1874 $3,162.45 

Interest  to  Sept.  12, 1875 140.18 

Amount  to  be  refunded  on  account  of  tax  of 

1874 3,302,64 

Respectfully  submitted, 

For  tbe  Committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  and  he  is 
hereby  directed  to  refund  to  the  Trinity  Church 
the  taxes  assessed  in  1873,  and  paid  under  protest, 
on  the  lot  of  land  owned  by  the  said  church  and 
situated  on  St.  James  avenue,  said  tax  with  tbe 
interest  thereon  to  Sept.  12, 1875,  and  the  costs  of 
court  amounting  to  $2497.29 ;  said  sum  tobs  charged 
to  the  receipts  for  taxes  of  1873. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  and  he  is 
hereby  directed  to  refund  to  the  Trinity  Church 
the  taxes  assessed  in  1874,  and  paid  under  protest, 
on  the  lot  of  land  owned  by  the  said  church  aud 
situated  on  St.  Jam fs  avenue,  said  tax  with  the 
interest  thereon  to  Sept.  12,  1875,  and  the  costs  of 
court  amounting  to  $3302.63 ;  said  sum  to  be  charged 
to  the  receipts  for  taxes  of  1874. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Thacher  asked  if  a  quorum  was  present. 

It  appearing  that  there  was  not,  the  President 
declared  the  Council  adjourned. 
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BOARD       OF       AEDERMEN, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

SEPTEMBER    13,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS. 

Police  Officers— Baitholorcew  C.Marks,  John  G- 
Meissner,  Edward  C.  Irelaud,  Thomas  M.  Kennev 
William  C.  We  lker,  Wilbur  P.  Bio  wo.  Benjamin  P. 
Eldndge,  William  Stephen-,  Edwaid  A.  Kennedy. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Police. 

Public  Weiahei — Henry  M.Brown. 

Special  Police  Officer—  Jeujamia  F.  Groton, 
Litchfield's  wharf  and  its  vicinity. 

Severally  confirmed. 

JURORS    DRAWN. 

Eighteen  petit  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  May 
teim  of  tbe  United  States  Circuit  Court. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE. 

The  proposed  construction  of  sewers  in  Saletn- 
street  avenue  and  in  Salem  street  between  said 
avenue  and  Mam  street,  aud  iu  Wabon  street  was 
considered  oq  orders  of  notice.  No  one  appeared 
to  object,  and  the  matters  were  recommitted  to 
the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Water1.  Notice  from 
Margaret  K.  Cusbman  tor  the  city  to  remove 
water  pipes  from  Fort  avenue. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  E.  M.  Heindl 
et  al.,  that  a  sewer  be  constructed  in  Boylston 
street,  Ward  17,  from  Washington  street  to  the 
Providence  Railroad. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Survey  and,  In- 
spection of  Buildings.  William  A.  Whitney  et  al., 
remonstrance  against  the  proposed  election  of  a 
wooden  builoing  by  William  H.  Whitmore  at  foot 
of  K  street. 

F.  W.  Webster,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden 
building  on  unnamec'.  street  off  Columbia  street, 
Ward  16. 

To  the  Committee  on  Market.  William  Prior, 
Jr.  &  Co.,  lessees  of  stalls  Nos.  125-131  Faneuil  Hall 
Market,  for  leave  to  occupy  portions  of  adjacent 
sidewalks. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of 
the  Board.  Linus  E.  Pearson,  that  two  trees  op- 
posite his  estate,  17  Albion  court,  be  removed. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Leonard  Ware  et  al.,  for  abatement  of 
Atlantic-avenue  betterments. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Thomas  Doolev, 
for  the  removal  of  tbe  lamp  post  ne<tr  house  of  J. 
R.  Grose,  on  Dorchester  avenue,  to  a  point  thirty 
feet  north  of  said  location. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  A.  J.  Woodbine,  fot  leave  to  occupy  an 
old  wooden  stable  for  one  horse  on  field  between 
N  and  O  streets  and  Fourth  and  Fifth  streets. 

Otto  Gunther,  foi  leave  to  occupy  a  nswwrooden 
stable  for  th tee  bor°es  on  Beech  street  aud  Ros- 
lin  avenue. 

Timothy  O'Doncvan,  for  l6ave  to  occupy  a  Lew 
wooden  stable  for  two  horses  od  Pan's  street. 

John  F.  Wood, for  leave  to  occupy  a  new  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Paris  street. 

James  F.  Cook,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  stable  for  two  hcises  on  Milton  avenue. 

Reed  Brothers  &  Sawin,  for  leave  to  occupv  a 
new  wooden  stable  for  eight  horses  on  Winchester 
street,  Ward  22. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Edward  Othe- 
mati,  that  North  Hanover  court  be  called  "Antho- 
ny olace." 

Robert  Johnson  et  al.,  for  edgestones  and  side- 
walks in  portions  of  Sixth  and  P  streets,  South 
Boston. 

Petitions  for  edgestones  in  front  of  estates  ot 
Charles  L.  Haley,  Towuseud  street,  corner  Walout 
avenue;  Albeit  Nichols,  Nepor)set  avenue,  near 
Mill  street. 

Petitions  for  edgestones  and  brick  sidewalk  in 
front  of  estates  of  Phiusas  B.  Smith,  47  Marcella 
street:  W  S.  HairiDgton,  124  Decatur  street, 
Charle'stown. 

Petitions  for  brick  sidewalk  in  front  of  estates 
of  George  P.  Reed,  43  Alt.  Pleasa:  t  avenue  ;  Clem- 
ent Hutchins,  46  Thomas  street,  South  Boston;  O. 
H.  Davenport,  20   Waverley   street;   B.  Pfau,   136 


Sixth  street ;  W.  N.  Potter,  28  Waverley  street ; 
Franklin  Curtis,  30  Waverley  street;  George 
Sampsou,  Waverley  street,  corner  of  Warren; 
Charles  H.  Plimpton,  35  Waverley  street:  Giiman 
L.  Martio,  31  Waverley  street;  William  Frothing- 
ham,33  Waverley  street;  trustees  of  Eoenezer 
Francis,  Longwood  avenue;  William  F.  Burke,  78 
Everett  street,  East  Boston ;  Charles  J.  Haydeo, 
13  Dale  street. 

Continental  Sugar  Refinery  et  al.,  that  Granite 
street  and  portions  of  First  and  Second  stieets  be 
repaved. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  abate  certain  assessments  upon  estates 
of  Ellen  Dav  s,  Mary  C.  Goddard  et  al.,  for  sewer 
in  rear  of  Beacon  street.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  William  Merriam  $2020,  for  Stony 
Brook  sewer  damages.    Passed. 

Rules  a  ad  orders  for  regulation  of  nack<  and 
wagons.    (City  Doc.  No.  97.) 

Alderman  Bigelow  offered  the  following  amend- 
ments : 

Insert  in  section  13,  third  line,  tbe  word  "street," 
befoie  "square";  in  section  21,  second  lioe,  for 
"str-et  car,"  substitute  -'horse  car" ;  in  ssction  32, 
third  line,  after  "hand  sled,"  insert  "horse  car"; 
in  section  34,  second  line,  after  word"sled,"  insert 
"horse  car";  ing  section  35,  first  line,  after 
"wagon,"  insert  "horse  car,'  and  strike 
out  worus  "either  at  any  stand  which 
is  or  may  ba  appointed  for  such  car- 
nages or  other  vehicles  respectively,  or  in  the 
public  streets  or  squares  of  the  city,"  between 
words  "employment"  and  "shall  snap" ;  in  section 
36,  eighth  line,  and  in  section  38,  second  line,  in- 
sert "horse  car"  after  "sled." 

lusert  section  44  (new)— "No  owner,  driver  or 
other  person  having  the  care  or  charge  of  any 
street  car  shall  d-ive  or  allow  said  car  to  be 
driveu  so  that  the  front  part  of  the  platform  of 
said  car  shall  be  less  than  thirty  feet  from  the 
rear  part  ot  tbe  preceding  car  on  the  same  track; 
except  at  stations  or  in  case  of  accident,  when  it 
may  be  necessary  to  connect  two  cars  together. 
Anypeison  offending  against  the  provisions  of 
this  section  shall  he  liable  to  a  penalty  not  exceed- 
ing twenty  dollars." 

Change  section  44  to  45,  ana  add  the  following: 
"And  provided  that  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  affect  any  piosecution  pending,  or  any  pen- 
alty or  forfeiture  incurred  before  these  rales  and 
regulations  take  effect." 

Alderman  Worthington— Have  city  officers  the 
power  to  enforce  such  a  law  as  that?  We  had 
hot.  sometime  ago,  and  I  question  whether  we 
have  now. 

Alderman  Bigelow — I  understand  that  applica- 
tion was  made  to  the  Legislature  last  winter  by 
Mr.  Stackpole,  aud  an  act  was  specially  passed 
giving  the  Board  power  to  regulate  horse  cars  bv 
orders.  It  was  at  his  suggestion  that  the  amend- 
ments relating  to  horse  cars  were  added. 

Alderman  Harris  moved  that  tbe  subject  be  laid 
on  tne  table. 

Alderman  Power — I  have  not  seen  the  regula- 
tions, aad  unless  there  is  some  special  emeigency 
requiring  their  adoption  I  would  like  time  to  look 
at  them.    Tbe  request  is  a  reasonable  one. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  pre/ail-ci. 

PAPERS       FROM       THE       COMMON      COUNCIL       FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  Finance  to  provide 
the  means  to  defray  the  expensej  of  the  Park 
Commissioners  for  clerical  services,  maps,  plans, 
etc.    Passed. 

Ordei  for  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to 
provide  a  suitable  room  for  the  Park  Commission- 
ers.   Passed. 

Petition  of  Fitcbbur^  Railroad  Company.  Re- 
ferred. 

Annual  report  ot  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners. 
(Citv  Doc.  No.  96.)    Placed  on  file. 

Report  of  the  number  and  chat acter  of  alarms 
of  tire  in  August  last.    Placed  on  tile. 

Older  to  take  land  ot  Alvin  G.  Bartlett,  on  Fel- 
lows street,  which  was  surrendered  by  him  to  the 
city  under  the  Northampton-street  District  act. 
Passed. 

Report  inexecdient  to  furnish  accommodations 
for  a  high  school  in  East  Boston.  Passage  ot  sub- 
stitute order  to  furnish  such  accommodations. 
(Ciry  Doc.  No.  93.) 

Alderman  PrescoU— The  principle  involved  in 
this  order  passed  by  the  other  branch  ot  the  Gov- 
ernment as  a  substitute  for  the  itport  of  the  com- 
mittee is  in  my  judgment  on<s  of  the  most  impor- 
tant matters  that  have  ever  been  brought  to  the  at- 
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teation  of  the  City  Government,.  I  desire  at  anoth- 
er time  to  present  at  length  the  views  of  myself, 
and,  I  think,  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion, m  regard  to  the  subject.  Iuasmucb  as  the 
report  of  the  committee  has  been  laid  upon  the 
table  of  members  of  the  Board  tor  the  first  time 
this  af  terisoon,  I  move  tbat  further  consideration 
of  the  subject  be  specially  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting  of  the-  Board  at  five  o'clock  P.  M. 
The  motion  prevailed. 

THE  MILLDAM  EOADWAY. 

A  report  was  received  from  the  City  Engineer, 
in  obedience  to  the  order  of  Aug.  31,  for  him  to  re- 
port if  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Health  in  de- 
positing masses  of  stone  in  the  sluceway  of  the 
Milldam  tends  in  anv  way  to  weaken  tbe  road- 
way of  Beacon  street  in  that  vicinity.  He  says 
that  while  the  tendency  of  tbe  increasing  current 
is  to  cause  a  washing  out  of  the  loose  material  be- 
low the  wooden  apron  which  forms  tbe  floors  to  the 
sluice,  he  has  discovered  no  action  which  has  en- 
dangered the  roadway  or  the  lands  of  abutters. 
"With  ordinary  precautions  aDy  dangerous  wash- 
ing may  be  prevented. 

Placed  on  file. 

VEGETABLE  MARKET. 

The  Chairman  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  on  request  of  Committee 
on  Markets  for  an  additional  appropriation  of 
$6000  for  completing  tbe  grading  of  the  land 
leased,  of  Mercantile  Wbarf  Corporation  for  a 
vegetable  market.  They  report  that  they  had  a 
conference  with  the  Committee  oq  Markets,  the 
City  Surveyor  and  the  Superintendent  of  Markets, 
and  were  assured,  that  the  sum  named  will  be 
sufficient  for  the  completion  of  the  work  and. 
make  it  ready  for  the  occupants.  They  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and. 
he  is  hereby  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  Re- 
served Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Mercantile 
Wharf  Market  the  sum  of  $6000. 

Read  twice  and  passed— yeas  12,  nays  0.  Sent 
down. 

POLICE  BADGES,  ETC. 

Tbe  Chairman  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  on  request  of  Committee  on 
Police  for  a  transfer  of  part  of  Police  appropria- 
tion, recommending  the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  Tbat  the  Auditor  or  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  $1300  from  the 
item  of  salaries  for  patrolmen  to  tbat  for  "badges, 
wreatbs,  numbers,  clubs,  irons, buttons,  lanterns," 
in  the  appropriation  for  police. 

Read  twice  and  passed— yeas  11,  nays  0.  Sent 
down. 

LICENSES. 

Aldeiman  Bigelow  submitted  reports  from  tbe 
Committee  on  Licenses,  as  follows: 

Auctioneers  Licensed— James  H.  McFailane,  66 
Kendall  street;  Leonard  &  Co.,  48  ana  50  Brom- 
field  street. 

Billiard  License  Renewed— Theodore  Twickler, 
1025  Wasbington  street. 

Intelligence  Offices  Licensed— Mary  A.  Cassidy, 
corner  of  Pinckney  and  Joy  streets:  D.  S.  Olcey, 
4  Holhs  street. 

Rack  Licenses  Granted— John  M.  Payson,  Cul- 
vert street:  D.  Mahoney  and  "Warren  S.  Brown,  at 
station  of  Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad 
on  Atlantic  avenue. 

Severally  accepted. 

NORTHAMPTON-STREET  DISTRICT. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  tbe  Mayor  be  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  to  notify  "William  F.  McDonough,  Mary 
McDonough,  and  all  other  occupants  of  the  real 
estate  numbered  84  Village  street,  to  quit  and  de- 
liver up  to  the  city  of  Boston  said  real  estate;  and 
in  case  of  their  failure  so  to  do  within  fourteen 
days  after  notice,  the  City  Solicitor  is  hereby  di- 
rected to  institute  proceedings  to  eject  said  occu- 
pants. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Alderman  O'Brien  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands: 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  Mary  U.  Johnson,  for  leave  to  surrender 
to  tbe  city  a  lot  of  land  on  Newbury  street.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Ordered,  Tbat  the  lot  of  land  numbered  7,  on 
Newbury  street,  as  shown  upon  a  plan  recorded 
with  plans  of  city  lands  sold,  book  2,  page  208,  in 
the  office  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Lands, 


which  lot  of  land  was  bargainer)  to  William  O. 
Jobnson  on  trie  24th  day  of  July,  1869,  be  and  tbe 
saim.  is  bereby  declared  forfeited  to  the  city  of 
Boston,  for  nonfulfilment  and  breach  ot  tbe  con- 
ditions of  sale,  and  tbat  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Lands  be  and  is  hereby  directer1  to  take 
possession  of  the  aforesaid  lot  of  land  in  behalf 
and  to  the  use  of  the  said  city  of  Boston. 

Read  twice  and  Dassed. 

Ordered,  Tbat  the  Collector  be  and  he  hereby  is 
authorized  to  cancel  the  bond  number  twenty- 
three  hundred  and  forty-nine  which  was  °iven  by 
William  O.  Johuson  July  24,  1869,  for  the  lot  of 
land  numbering  seven,  Newburv  street. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  on  petition  of  R.  G.  Dayton  et  al„  rec- 
ommending the  passage  of  tbe  following- 

Ordered,  Tbat  the  Collector  be  and  he  hereby  is 
authorized  to  caucel  the  boud  numbering  2463, 
which  was  given  by  Robert  G.  Dayton,  Cadis  B. 
Boyce,  William  Boyce  ana  John  Mclnnis,  for  land 
situated  upon  Harrison  avenue,  Dover  and  Bristol 
streets,  and  dated  July  24,  1872,  unoo  their  sur- 
rendering the  agreement  received  by  them  from 
the  city  of  Boston  to  convey  tbe  same,  and  tbat 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Lands  be  directed 
to  issue  to  the  said  parties  a  new  agreement  with 
all  the  conditions  as  set  forth  in  the  previous  one, 
by  their  giving  to  the  city  a  bood  in  the  sum  of 
$29,214.50,  payable  in  seven  annual  instalments, 
witb  interest,-  said  bond  and  agreement  to  be 
dated  July  24, 1875. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Severally  sent  down. 

ARMORIES. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Armories  on  the  part  of 
tbe  Board : 

Ordered,  That  the  Comnv'ttee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  two 
hundred  and  sixty  dollars,  in  furnishing  and  fitting 
up  the  armory  of  Company  E,  Ninth  Regiment  of 
Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  the  corner  of  Washington 
and  Harvard  streets;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropiiat'on  for  Armories. 

Read  t  vice  and  passed. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  Ninth  Regiment  of  Infantry,  M.V.  M., 
that  the  city  pay  a  bill  of  $180  incurred  by  said 
regiment  for  use  of  the  drill  shed  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Institute  of  Technology.    Accepted. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  reports  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  pan  of  tbe  Board 
in  favor  of  granting  petitions  for  leave  to  occupy 
stables  as  follows : 

F.  L.  Pierce,  Marsh  street,  Ward  16;  George  H. 
Pike,  Woodville  square;  B.  Boyce, Leonard  street, 
in  rear. 

Also  report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw,  as 
per  request,  on  petition  of  N.  C.  Decker,  to  erect 
a  stable  for  five  horses  on  Swett  street,  corner 
Ellery  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Reports,  with  oiders,  for  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  and  pave  the 
sidewalk  in  front  of  estate  of  A.  T.  Meserve  on 
Thornton  street,  near  Marcella  street ;  to  turnish 
and  set  the  edgestones  and  pave  the  gutters  on 
Bowdoin  street,  between  Washington  and  Green 
streets;  and  to  pave  the  sidewalks  with  brick  in 
front  of  estates  of  Theresa  M.  Lord,  10  Akron 
street;  A.  and  J.  McLaren,  on  Prescott  street, 
northeast  corner  of  Saratoga  street;  and  M.  L. 
Eaton,  46  Linwood  street.  Orders  severally  read 
twice  and  passed. 

Report  on  petition  of  Anna  Moriarty  Wright, 
lecommeuding  the  passage  of  tbe  following: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  Anna  Moriarty 
Wright  the  sum  of  $606.25,  in  full  settlement  of 
all  claims  by  her  for  furnishing  material  and 
building  a  retaining  wall  to  retain  the  embank- 
ment on  her  estate  on  Foster  street,  Ward  19,  as 
left  exposed  after  the  widening  of  said  street  by 
the  Board  of  Selectmen  oi  Brighton  in  1873;  said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Paving. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  Michael  McDermott,  to  be  paid  for  Trade 
damages  at  70  Athens  street,  he  having  released 
all  claims  for  grade  damages  when  the  street  was 
laid  out  by  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners. 
Accepted. 
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SEWEES. 

Alderman  Harris  offered  a  preamble  and  order 
from  the  Committee  on  Sewers  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a  sewer  in  Salem-street  avenue,  and  in  Sa- 
lem street  between  said  avenue  and  Main  street. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

LAND    DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  orders  to  pay  for 
land  damages  from  the  Committee  on  Streets,  as 
follows : 

Julia  A.  Cahill,  $310.28,  for  land  taken  in  the 
name  of  Cornelia  H.  Eliot,  in  widening:  Bowdoin 
street,  Ward  16 ;  Daniel  Clark,  $196.50,  widening  of 
Shawmut  avenue ;  David  H.  G-eer,  $874.20,  laying 
out  Swett  st  eet;  Thomas  Gogin,  $987.50,  laying 
out  Ssvett  street;  Catherine  Keating,  $1040,  wid- 
ening of  Charlesiown  street. 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

THE  BACK  BAY  IMPROVEMENT. 

Alderman  Hanis  ^biritteo  the  following: 

The  Joint  Committee  ou  Streets,  to  whom 
was  recommitted  the  order  to  pay  the  W&t^r 
Power  Company  for  certain  streets  on  the  Back 
Bay,  with  instructions  to  report  the  number 
of  releases  to  be  obtained  to  perfect  the  titles  to 
the  streets  in  question ;  also  ttie  number  and  char- 
acter of  all  other  claims  against  the  said  corn- 
pan},  for  grade,  flowage  or  other  damages  on 
account  ofthe  construction  of  said  streets,  and 
a'so  the  probable  cost  of  making  good  the  defi- 
ciencies in  grade  which  exist  in'  said  streets, 
having  considered  the  subject,  beg  leave  to  sub- 
mit the  following  report: 

Under  an  order  o£  the  CHy  Council  passed  Nov. 
27, 1871,  the  city  agreed  to  pay  N.  C.  Munson  $300,- 
000  in  case  he  would  construct,  or  cauf  e  to  be  con- 
structed, within  two  years,  and  graded  to  an  ele- 
vation of  nor  less  thaa  eighteen  feet  above  mean 
low  water,  the  following  avenues  and  streets, 
namely:  Commonwealth  avenue,  200  feet  wide, 
from  its  terminatioa  at  that  time  to  its  junction 
with  the  proposed  extension  of  West  Chester- 
park  street;  Huntington  avenue,  100  feet  wide, 
from  Boylston  street  to  Camden  street;  and  West 
Chester-park  street  from  the  Boston  &  Providence 
Railroaa  to  Beacon  street,  according  to  a  plan  of 
"Lands  on  the  Back  Bay,"  numbered  1,  made  un- 
der the  direction  of  Jonatha  n  Preston  and  others, 
commissioners,  dated  Dec.  6, 1864;  and  would  con- 
vey, or  cause  to  be  conveyed,  said  avenues  and 
street  to  the  city  of  Boston;  and  would  release, 
or  procuie  to  be  released,  to  the  city  all  claims  by 
all  persons  affected  thereby,  for  damages  on  ac- 
count of  the  grading  of  said  avenues  and  street. 

The  proposition  was  accepted  by  Mr.  Munson, 
and  shortly  afterward  he  assigned  the  contract  to 
the  Boston  Water  Power  Company.  During  the 
progress  of  the  work  it  became  necessary  for  the 
protection  of  the  Water  Power  Company  to  lay 
out  West  Chester-park  street,  and  it  was  agreed 
that  the  damages  incurred  by  the  city  on  that 
account  should  be  deducted  from  the  amount  to 
be  paid  under  the  contract  with  Munson.  The 
city  paid  for  the  damages  $15,335.10,  which 
amount  deducted  from  $300,000  leaves,  $284,664.90 
as  the  amount  now  due  upon  the  completion  of 
the  contract.  Since  the  former  report  of  your 
committee  was  submitted,  all  the  deeds  and 
releases  necessary  to  convey  the  streets  to 
the  city  in  accordance  with  the  contract 
have,  with  two  exceptions,  been  executed,  and 
placed  where  tney  can  be  obtained  as  soon  as  the 
money  is  ready  to  be  paid.  One  of  the  exceptions 
is  a  mortgage  of  land  on  Commonwealth  avenue 
for  $160,000  given  by  Nathan  Matthews  and  now 
held  by  Mrs.  Sears  as  guardian,  amounting  to  fif- 
ty cents  per  foot  on  the  land  covered  by  it,  exclu- 
'  s'iveof  the  portion  of  the  avenue  included  in  it.  To 
procect  the  city  against  this,  Messrs.  Nathaa  Mat- 
thews, H.  D.  Hyde  and  G-.  T.  W.  Bratnan  give 
their  personal  bond  to  the  amount  of  $100,000.  The 
other  exception  is  the  case  of  an  entailed  estate 
about  which  different  opinions  exist  among 
lawyers,  and  under  which  it  is  very  doubt- 
ful if  any  claims  will  ever  be  made. 
To  avoid  all  questions  the  Water  Power 
Company  offer  their  bond  in  the  amount  of 
$10,000  to  protect  the  city.  The  claims,  if  any  are 
ever  made  under  this  entailed  estate,  can  hardly 
exceed  $7000.  Tfee  titles  to  the  streets  aod  the  re- 
leases of  damages  have  been  examined  with  great 
care  by  an  able  conveyancer,  ana  have,  with  the  two 
exceptions  named,  been  accepted  as  entirely  satis- 
factory by  the  City  Solicitor,  and  the  bonds  given 
to  cover  the  exceptions  are  approved  by  him  as 
satisfactory  in  form.  There  are  no  other  claims 
against  the  Boston  Water  Power  Company 
for     grade,    flowage     or     other     damages     for 


which  the  city  can  in  any  contingency 
be  held  responsible  after  the  "acceptance  of  these 
streets.  Tr  e  City  Surveyor  having  made  a  caieful 
survey  of  the  streets  in  company  with  the  engin- 
eer of  the  Water  Power  Company,  finds  that  they 
are  below  grade  18  in  certain  places,  and  chat  to 
fill  all  portions  to  that  grade  3091  squares  oT  eight 
cubic  yards  each  will  be  required.  The  company 
claim  that  the  stieets  were  oiiginallv  filled  to 
grade,  but  chat  owing  to  the  delav  in  conveying 
them  to  the  city  ihe  filling  has  settled  or  been 
washed  away.  The  City  Solicitor  decides  that  the 
streets  must  be  at  gra  >e  18  whea  the 
conveyance  takes  place;  and  the  ccopany 
have  asseuted  to  a  deduction  from  the 
amount  due  them  of  a  sum  sufficient  to  complete 
the  grading.  The  committee  have  accordingly 
deducted  $18,546— that  is,  $6  per  square  for  3091 
squares— leavu  g  the  amount  to  be  paid  $266,118.90, 
and  they  would  respectfully  recommend  the  pas- 
sage of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  Tnat  the  Joint  Committ'e  on  Laying 
Out  and  Widening  Streets  be  and  they  arejhereby 
authorized  to  pay  to  Norman  C.  Munson  or  his 
assigns  the  sum  of  $266,118.90  whenever  he  con- 
veys, or  causes  to  be  conveyed,  in  its  present  con- 
dition, both  as  to  title  and  grade,  the  territory 
underlytog  Commonwealth  avenue,  200  feet  wide, 
from  Exeter  street  to  Parker  street;  Huntington 
avenue,  100  feet  wide,  from  Boylston  street  to 
Camaen  street,  and  West  Chester-park  street 
from  the  Boston  &  Pioviaence  Railroad  to  Bea- 
con street,  according  to  a  plan  of  lands  on  the 
Back  Bay,  numbered  one,  made  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Jonathan  Preston  and  others,  commission- 
ers, dated  Dec.  6, 1864,  and  furnishes  a  bond  satis- 
factory to  the  said  Committee  on  Streets  to  in- 
demnify and  save  harmless  the  city  of  Boston 
against  all  claims  or  demands  on  account  of  a 
mortgage  given  bj  Nathan  Matthews  to 
David  Sears,  Jr.,  recorded  with  Suffolk  deeds 
liber  1029,  folio  235 ;  and  also  a  bond  satisfactory 
to  the  said  committee  to  indemnify  and  save 
harmless  the  city  of  Boston  against  all  claims  or 
demands  on  account  of  ths  estate  described  in  the 
deed  of  Joseph  Harrington  and  wife  to  Uriah  Cot- 
ting  and  others,  dated  March  30, 1818,  and  record- 
ed with  Norfolk  Deeds,  libro  59,  folio  9;  and  re- 
leases and  discharges  the  agreement  entered  into 
between  the  city  of  Boston  and  the  said  Munson 
for  filling  and  conveying  to  the  city  the  portions 
of  the  street  and  avenues  hereinbefore  described 
as  soeoified  in  an  order  of  the  City  Council  passed 
Nov.  27, 1871. 

Alderman  Harris  moved  the  reference  of  the 
report  and  order  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  desire  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment, to  be  consideied  by  the  committee^simulta- 
neously  with  the  report. 

The  Chairman— In  order  to  offer  an  amendment 
at  this  meeting  the  order  must  be  passed  to  a 
second  reading. 

Alderman  Stebbins— Then  I  move  that  the  order 
take  its  second  reading,  that  the  amendment  may 
be  offered. 

The  motion  prevailed,  the  order  was  ie«.d  again 
and  Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following 
amendment : 

"Subject  to  a  deduction  for  all  liens  and  incum- 
brances o1.!  the  estate  of  the  said  company  by  rea- 
son of  assessments  for  taxes." 

The  question  was  upon  the  amendment. 

Alderman  Power— It  seems  to  me  that  the 
proper  disposition  of  this  subject  is  that  it  shall 
lie  over  and  be  iprinted.  There  are  very  impor- 
tant provisos  which  should  be  put  into  that  or- 
der, as  T  have  remarked  before,  the  most  im- 
portant releases  that  the  city  should  ob- 
tain are  those  for  grade  damages.  Then 
there  is  a  clause  in  the  order  that 
we  should  take  the  grade  as  we  find  it  now,  and 
that  the  settlement  shall  be  made  on  that  basis. 
Prom  some  cause  or  other,  the  streets  may  be  a 
foot  lower  before  the  settlement  takes  place,  and 
the  city,  from  no  fault  of  its  own,  may  be  the 
loser  by  such  an  arrangement.  I  don't  see  that 
it  is  stated  as  clearly  as  it  should  be  that  bonds 
shall  be  given  to  secure  the  city  from  the  pay- 
ment of  grade  damages,  and  that  is  the  place  to 
look  for  the  most  serious  claims.  I  don't  see  any- 
thing of  the  kind  in  there.  I  hope  the  report  will 
be  laid  over  and  printed,  so  that  we  may 
have  a  chance  to  look  it  over,  and  perhaps 
by  that  time  myself  and  other  members  will  thor- 
oughly understand  it.  Of  course  we  had  no 
knowledge  of  the  sort  of  report  the  Committee  on 
Streets  would  make ;  it  comes  to  us  for  the  first 
time,  and  we  need  an  opportunity  to  look  into  it. 


SEPTEMBER      13,       1875 


481 


Alderman  Power  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Quincy — This  is  a  matter  involving  a 
large  amount  of  money  and  a  great  many  com- 
plicated qusstiocs,  and,  with  the  Aldermao  who 
has  just  taken  his  seat,  I  hope  toe  report  will  not 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  until  this 
Board  have  nad  time  to  examine  it  in  print.  I  had 
no  objection  to  the  order  taking  a  second  reading, 
that  the  amendment  of  the  Alderman  from  Ward 
8  might  be  offered.  That  amendment  involves 
some  question,  and  that  is  the  ground  of  taxation. 
I  remember  that  when  the  first  order  was  intro- 
duced, its  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Finance 
was  moved,  buc  that  was  defeated.  I  hope  we 
shall  have  an  opportunity  to  examine  this  report 
at  our  leisure,  and,  if  io  order,  I  shall  move  that  it 
be  laid  upon  the  table  and  printed 

Alderman  Clark— As  chairman  of  the  committee 
who  have  had  this  matter  io  charge,  I  merely 
wish  to  make  a  brief  statement  at  the  present 
time.  The  releases  of  every  name  and  nature 
have  been  obtained —the  releases  for  giace  dam- 
ages, the  releases  of  the  mortgagees,  the  releases 
of  the  abutter5;,  in  fact  the  releases  of  every  name 
and  nature;  tuey  have  all  been  obtained  and  pie- 
pared  by  a  competent  conveyancer  selected  by  the 
representatives  of  the  City  Government,  and  they 
are  drawn  satisfactorily  to  the  City  Solicitor. 
That  settles  the  objections  raised  oy  the  Alder- 
man from  Ward  12=  Every  release  has  been 
obtained  and  is  in  our  possession  today,  with 
the  exception  of  the  two  which  are  specified  in 
the  report.  There  is  a  mortgage  on  a  large  piece 
of  land  held  by  the  trustee  for  two  minor  children, 
and  the  trustee  does  not  see  fit  to  sign  a  release. 
Then  there  is  a  moitgage  on  land  oo  Common- 
wealth avenue  amounting  to  fifty  cents  a  foot, 
exclusive  of  the  land  which  is  covered  by  Com- 
monwealth avenue.  This  Board  is  psrfiectlv  com- 
petent to  judge  whether  or  not  the  land  abutting 
on  Commonwealth  avenue  is  of  sufficient  value  to 
protect  this  mortgage  of  fifty  cents  a  foot.  Know- 
ing that  some  objection  would  be  raised  to  that, 
and  in  order  to  leave  nothing  undone,  the  com- 
mittee have  taken  the  precaution  to  get 
a  bond  for  $100,000  sigced  by  Mr.  Matthews, 
Mr.  Hyde  and  Mr.  Sraman,  ana  the  members  of 
this  Board  are  perfectly  competent  to  judge 
whether  that  bond  will  oe  good  in  case  it  shall  be 
called  upon — just  as  competent  as  the  members 
of  the  committee  are.  The  other  exception  is  the 
case  of  an  entailed  estate  which  is  crossed  by 
Huntington  avenue,  the  title  to  which  was  ex- 
amined years  ago  by  Mr.  Bowditcb  and  Mr.  Sears, 
two  of  the  most  able  conveyancers  in  Boston,  and 
upon  their  advice  a  purchaser  took  a  deed  of  that 
land  from  the  Boston  Water  Power  Company, 
notwithstanding  this  litlle  blot  upon  its  title, 
paying  something  like  a  dollar  a  foot  for  it. 
But,  in  order  that  no  question  should  be  raised  in 
regard  to  this,  we  propose  to  take  a  bond  from  the 
Water  Power  Company  to  the  amount  of  $10,000, 
so  that  the  citv  will  be  protected  in  case  any  ques- 
tion should  arise  about  that.  I  suppose  the  mem- 
bers of  i  he  Board  are  aware  that  all  claims  of 
every  name  and  nature  will  cease  at  the  expira- 
tion of  twelve  months  after  the  sti  eet  is  laid  out. 
So,  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  titles,  the  releases  for 
grade  damages,  the  releases  from  the  abutters  for 
the  fee  in  the  streets,  and  from  those  holding 
mortgages  ou  different  parts  of  there  lands,  have 
been  obtained  satisfactory  to  Mr.  Wadsworth, 
the  conveyancer,  and  to  the  City  Solicitor, 
Mr.  Healy.  That  settles  the  question  of  titles, 
grade  damages  and  land  damages,  so  far 
as  they  can  be  settled.  If  these  streets 
Should  remain  open  and  unaccepted  so  long  as  the 
Alderman  from  Ward  12  would  like  to  have  thsm 
remain  so,  I  have  no  doubttbey  wouldstay  in  that 
way  throughout  eternity, — there  i«  no  question 
about  that.  He  evidently  has  no  wish  or  desire 
that  those  streets  should  be  accepted:  or, if  ac- 
cepted, that  a  dollar  shall  ever  be  paid  for  them. 
This  amendment  is  all  very  well,  Mr.  Chairman, 
but  an  assignment  has  been 'made  of  this  $300,000 
foe  a  special  purpose,  and  it  has  been  placed  upon 
record.  The  first  payment  is  tobe  made  to  the  city 
of  Boston,  for  about  $100,000  due  from  this  prop- 
erty for  taxes.  This  property  is  all  advertised  to  be 
sold  for  taxes  on  the  25th  of  this  month ;  the  cicy 
has  a  lien  upon  it,  and  it  will  be  sold  unless  they 
get  this  money  to  pay  their  taxes  with.  The  city 
of  Boston  is  protected  so  far  as  its  duer,  of  every 
name  and  nature,  are  concerned.  Mr.  Chairman, 
the  discrepancy  in  the  grade  was  ascertained  by 
Mr.  Davis,  the  City  Surveyor,  in  connection  with 
Mr.  Whitney,  who  has  been  the  surveyor  and  en- 
gineer of   the  company;   and  they  agreed  to  a 


square  that  it  would  require  3091  squares  to 
bring  that  entire  territory  up  to  grade  18.  Al- 
though the  company  feel  that  tbev  ought  not  to 
be  compelled  to  keep  filling  uj  those  streets, 
which  has  been  done  twice,  and  they  have  settled 
down  from  year  to  year,  yet  they  are  willing,  and 
their  condition  is  such  -;hat  they  are  com- 
pelled, to  accept  any  terms  which  the  city  - 
may  put  upon  them.  Consequently  they  say,  de- 
duct for  3091  squares  at  six  dollars  a,  square,  which 
is  two  dollars  per  square  more  than  we  have  just 
agreed  to  pay  for  the  filling  of  Swett  street.  We 
have  left  ample  leeway  to  protect  th--  city  tor  the 
extra  filling  required  to  raise  those  streets  to 
grade  18.  We  have  deducted  $18,516,  which  is 
at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  a  square  more  than  we 
are  oaying  for  the  ailing  or  Swett  street.  The 
City  Engineer  is  of  the  opinion  that  if  the  Swetc- 
street  filling  was  in  the  msrket  today  ^e  could 
get  it  done  for  $3%  a  square,  and  I  believe  we 
could.  Mr.  Chairman.  I  am  ooi  anxious  about 
this  matter.  It  is  due  to  the  Board  that  this 
explanation  should  be  made.  The  com- 
mittee have  gone  as  far  as  they  can  go.  If  any- 
thing more  is  to  be  done  let  it  be  put  into  trie 
ha-idsof  a  different  committee— the  Committee 
on  Paving,  perhaps.  I  can  only  say  this  much:  Id  , 
is  a  a  important  matter  to  the  citizens  of  Boston 
that  those  streets  shall  be  accepted  and  put  in 
order  for  public  tiavel.  Tae  bridges  ought  to  be 
put  in  process  of  building  this  fall,  at  the  latest; 
and  it  does  seem  to  me  tnat  under  the  circum- 
stances, taking  all  things  into  considera- 
tion— the  very  great  delay  we  have  had  in  re- 
gard to  those  streets,  tne  necessities  of  the 
company,  their  la sd  all  advertised  to  be  sold  for 
taxes  —  if  this  Board  can  do  anytnmg  consist- 
ently to  hurry  this  matter  along  it  should  be  done. 
The  order  must  go  to  the  Common  Council  aocl  be 
acted  upon  by  them,  and  that  will  cause  delay.  If 
you  are  satisfied  that  the  releases  are  all  right, 
that  the  work  has  been  done,  and  that  'he  city 
will  get  an  equivalent  for  the  money,  it  does  seem 
to  me  that  further  delay  is  wholly  unnecessaiy. 

Alderman  Quincy— This  is  the  third  attempt 
that  has  been  made  to  obtain  a  partial  payment 
on  this  uncompleted  work.  Twice  before  we  have 
been  told  that  the  contract  was  as  nearly  complet- 
ed as  it  could  be,  and  that  nearly  every  step  has 
been  taken  to  protect  the  city's  interest.  Twice 
the  Board  have  differed  with  the  committee  and 
that  may  be  the  result  again.  I  have  do  doubt 
the  committee  think  they  have  done  everything; 
but  it  is  only  fair  that  the  Board  shall  have  an  op- 
portunity to  think  of  it  till  next  Monday.  I  move 
that  the  subject  oe  specially  assigned  for  half- 
past  five  o'elock  on  Monday  next. 

Alderman  Wonhington— It  is  very  desirable 
that  this  order  should  be  passed  at  t'ris  time  if  it 
can  be.  If  it  is  not  passed  soon  the  pioperty  will 
all  se  sold.  The  city  has  twice  that  amount  as- 
signed to  pay  the  taxes  rhat  are  due;  yet  by  the 
law  and  the  action  of  the  Collector,  the  property 
will  be  sold.  We  have  statements  from  both  the 
conveyancer  and  the  City  Solicitor  that  everything 
is  as  perfect  as  it  cin  be  made.  Therefore,  it 
seems  to  me  a*,  if  we  had  talked  this  matter  over 
sufficiently  to  enable  us  to  pass  it  today,  and  let  it 
go  to  the  Council  for  concurrence,  and  thus  pre- 
vent the  sale  of  this  property  by  auction. 

Alderman  Clark— The  report  which  was  made 
at  a  previous  meeting  by  the  Committee  on  Streets 
did  not  differ  from  this  one  at  all.  The  result  i  osv 
is  precisely  the  same  as  it  would  have  been  had  the 
ordets  been  passed  and  the  fuods  appropriated  at 
that  time.  It  was  not  proposed  by  the  committee 
to  pay  over  one  dollar  of  the  money  until  the 
questions  relatii  g  to  litles  and  claims  for  dam- 
ages had  been  settled;  so  that  this  report  does 
not  vary  a  particle  from  the  former  one.  All 
these  releases  had  to  be  satisfactory  to 
the  City  Solicitor  before  a  dollar  of  mo- 
ney would  be  paid  out,  and  these  same 
deductions  were  to  be  made.  The  city  was 
protected  then,  and  is  now  secured  in  the 
payment  of  the  taxes,  it  having  a  lien  on  every 
man's  property  the  taxes  on  which  are  not  paid; 
that  takes  precedence  over  all  othei  claims.  This 
report  of  today  is  not  at  all  different  from  what  it 
was  six  months  ago,  only  the  releases  have  been 
made  and  it  has  taken  longer  to  obtain  them  than 
it  was  supposed  it  would  take.  Those  releases  are 
all  ready  to  be  handed  to  the  city  authorities 
when  the  moDey  is  paid  over. 

Alderman  Clark  in  the  chair. 

Alderm&o  Quincy— My  experience  in  this  Board 
is  that  whenever  a  subject  of  this  importance  and 
of  so  complicated  a  character  has  been  reported 
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upon,  if  any  Alderman  lias  expressed  a  desire  to 
have  it  go  ove'-  under  che  rule,  that  request  has 
never  been  refused.  The  subject  owes  its  present 
position  partly  to  the  desire  to  see  tbe  amend- 
ment of  tbe  gentleman  from  Ward  8;  otherwise  I 
should  have  opposed  the  second  reading. 
Alderman  Power — I  don't  know  that  I  would 
■  say  anything  more  today  upon  this  subject,  except 
for  tbe  statement  of  the  Chairman  concerning  my 
designs  agaii-st  this  Water  Power  Company.  I 
would  stare  that  I  have  doc  the  slightest  desire  to 
do  anything  to  prevent  the  city  from  carrying  out 
any  agreement  it  has  made.  It  is  my  opinion  that 
this  was  a  foolish  agreement,  and  ought  never  to 
have  bean  made ;  nevertheless,  it  has  been  made, 
and  tbe  city  should  do  just  what  it  agreed  to  do- 
pay  every  dollar  it  has  agreed  to  pay.  1  don't 
wish  to  raise  any  factious  opposition  to 
this  matter;  but  it  has  been  here  two  or  three 
times  before,  and  it  was  heielast  year, when  every- 
thing was  said  to  be  all  right,  when  we  were  urged 
to  pay  that  amount;  but  the  Board  refused.  Then 
we  were  asked  to  divide,  and  pay  a  small  arnouut, 
and  that  was  refused.  Now,  then,  after  another 
recommiaal  to  the  Committee  on  Streets,  it  comes 
back  with  an  entirely  differeot  repoit,  and  of 
course,  as  1  said  before,  no  one  outside  of  the 
Committee  on  Streets  knew  what  the  report 
would  be,  and  for  one,  I  desne  time  to  examine  it. 
After  laborir.  g  for  two  years  to  pi  otect  the  city's  in- 
terest in  this  matter,  I  don't  waot  to  put  my 
foot  into  it  and  allow  the  city  to  be  swindled.  I 
see  several  things  in  that  order  that  deserve  seri- 
ous consideration.  Do  the  committee  coosider 
the  Boston  Water  Power  Company's  bond  good 
for  anything?  Hasn't  every  representative  of 
that  corporation  come  here  ana  asked  that  this 
money  be  paid  on  the  ground  of  sympathy,  be- 
cause they  have  no  money  and  car.'t  pay  their  tax- 
es or  anything  else  if  the  city  don't  advance  this 
money?  That  is  the  very  argument  they  urge- 
that  they  are  virtually  bankrupt.  If  that  is  the 
case,  what  is  the  value  of  a  bond  from  the  com- 
pany? Then  we  have  another  bond  for  a  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  Would  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Streets  take  that  bond  for  §100,000? 
I  thick  not.  Not  that  the  people  wnose  names 
are  on  that  bond  are  not  worth  the  money,  but 
still,  under  the  circumstances,  I  doubt  very  much 
whether  the  chairman  would  like  no  take  such  a 
bond.  I  wish  more  time  to  examine  the  matter. 
That  is  all  I  ask  for.  I  don't  wish  to  oppose  this. 
There  are  gentlemen  connected  with  the  company 
for  whom  I  have  great  sympathy,  and  personally 
I  would  do  everything  in  my  power  to 
aid  them.  But  as  I  have  endeavored  to 
protect  the  city  in  this  matter,  I  don't  wish,  at 
this  late  hour,  to  allow  any  advautage  to  be  taken 
by  which  the  city's  interest  will  be  jeopardized. 
The  city  is  safe  in  standing  on  that  contract,  and 
should  not  depart  from  it  until  we  are  just  as  sure 
that  we  have  as  undoubted  security  as  we  have  at 
present.  Perhaps  if  the  order  is  piinted,  and  I 
have  had  time  to  examine  it  and  consult  the  City 
Solicitor,  I  shall  not  oppose  it.  The  report  says 
the  City  Solicitor  says  it  is  "correct  in  form."  In 
form!  No  doubt  the  gentleman  who  drew  that 
order  intended  to  have  it  correct  in  form,  and 
that  it  is;  but  the  City  Solicitor  doesn't  say  any- 
thing about  the  safety  or  the  value  of  the  bonds. 
Alderman  Worthington— That  is  not  his  busi- 
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Alderman  Power— I  hope  the  motion  to  specially 
assign  will  prevail. 

Alderman  Power  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Clark— I  merely  wish  to  answer  the 
question  proposed  to  me  by  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  12,  whether  I  would  take  that  bond 
for  $100,000.  I  wish  co  state  publicly  that 
I  would  take  that  bond  for  $100,000,  or  $150,- 
000,  and  that  I  believe  it  is  good  for  $500,- 
000.  You  may  strike  out  two  names  and  it  is 
good  for  $200,000.  Now  in  regard  to  the  very 
great  vigilance  and  shrewdness  which  the  Alder- 
man from  Ward  12  has  shown  in  endeavoring  to 


protect  the  city's  interest  i a  th>s  "great  swindle." 
Last  year  the  company  asked  to  have  a  payment 
made  of  $100,000  on  accoutit,  which  was  i  peifecc- 
ly  safe  transaction  for  the-city.  Perfectly  safe. 
Commonwealth  avenue  was  completed*  at  ttie 
time,  Huntington  avenue  was  completed  at  the 
time,  and  two-tbirds  of  West  Chester  park  was 
completed,  and  it  was  asked  to  make  a  Dayment 
to  them  on  account.  I  presume  the  Aldermai 
from  Ward  12  has  been  in  a  condition, 
some  time  in  his  life,  wheo,  in  carrying  out 
a  large  contract,  a  small  payment  on  ac- 
count would  have  been  a  very  great  help  to  him. 
Most  people  m  business  have  been  io  the  same  situ- 
ation .  So  that  this  very  great  shrewdness  in  looking 
after  the  city's  interest  don't  amount  to  much. 
If  the  payment  bad  been  madf ,  it  would  have 
been  a  great  help  to  them.  They  would  have  paid 
their  taxes,  and  the  work  might  have  been  com- 
pleted. We  were  owing  them  twice  the  amount 
they  owed  us,  while  we  were  paying  tnem  no  in- 
terest, and  were  charging  them  ten  per  cent. 
This  small  bond  of  $10,000  which  it  is  proposed  to 
take  of  the  company  is  quite  a  different  thing 
from  a  bond  to  secure  the  payment  of  $100,000. 
There  is  no  human  probability  that  the  boad  will 
ever  be  called  for.  We  get  the  same  title  to  any 
territory  under  Huntington  and  Commonwealth 
avenues  tbat  we  get  to  two-thirds  of  the  streets 
laid  out  by  the  Street  Commissioners.  The  title 
to  this  propeny  that  is  claimed  by  the  Smith  heirs 
is  only  reversionary,  if  it  is  ever  claimed  at  all. 
The  wording  of  the  bond  is  ia  the  usual  form.  The 
City  Solicitor  does  not  pretend  to  judge  as  to  the 
responsibility  of  the  bondsmen;  that  is  usu- 
ally left,  I  believe,  to  other  parties.  But 
the  form  of  the  bond  is  satisfactory  to 
him,  and  it  is  for  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  say 
whether  the  bonds  offered  are  satisfactory ;  and  I 
presume  there  are  no  members  of  this  Board  who 
are  accquai  nted  with  the  parties  on  the  bond  for 
$100,000  but  feel  that  it  is  perfectly  good,  even  if 
there  was  the  slightest  probability  of  its  ever  be- 
ing called  for.  I  don't  propose  to  press  this  mat- 
ter, and  I  do  not.  I  only  state  the  case,  and  it 
is  for  the  Board  ro  act.  I  merely  state 
the  necessities  and  wantsof  the  corporation,  and  if 
anything  can  be  done  to  prevent  their  land  irom 
being  eold  on  the  25th  of  this  month  I  should  be 
very  glad  to  see  it.  I  don't  press  the  reference  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance.  The  second  reading 
was  asked  merely  because  it  was  necessary  to  get 
in  an  amendment.  Tbe  Board  will  bear  in  mind 
that  if  it  is  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance 
it  must  be  concurred  in  by  the  Council  before  it 
reaches  the  committee,  and  when  it  is  reported 
back  from  them,  then  will  come  up  the  question 
whether  or  sot  it  shall  be  passed. 

The  motion  to  specially  assign  prevailed,  and, 
on  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott,  the  report  and 
order  were  orderad  to  oe  printed. 

THE    CENSUS. 

Alderman  Quincy  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Special  Committee  on  Census  and  Division 
of  Wards,  who  were  instructed  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  obtaining  tbe  statistics  relating  to 
the  city  of  Boston,  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  to  procure  from  the  secretary 
of  state  as  early  as  practicable,  and  publish  at  an 
expense  not  exceeding  $1000,  the  statistics  relat- 
ing to  the  city  of  Boston,  procured  for  the  decen- 
nial census  of  1875 ;  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Incidentals. 

Read  once. 

ABMOKY. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington  the  City 
Clerk  was  directed  to  s8Dd  a  request  to  the  Com- 
mon Council  for  return  of  the  order,  now  upon 
their  table,  providing  for  an  armory  in  Continent- 
al Building,  which  has  been  passed  by  this  Board, 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington  the  Board 
adjourned. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

SEPTEMBER    16,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting;  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M., 
Halsey  J.  Boardman,  President,  in  tbe  chair. 

PAPERS  FKOM  1HE  BOAED  OF  ALDERMEN  FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Petitions  and  remonstrances  were  referred. 

Report  leave  to  withdraw  oo  petition  of  Mary 
U-  Johoson  for  leave  to  surrender  a  lot  of  land  on 
Newbury  street.    Accepted. 

Message  requesting  return  of  order  to  hire  for 
three  years,  for  armory  purposes,  an  additional 
loom  in  building  corner  of  Harvard  and  Washing- 
ton streets.  Order  taken  from  the  table  and  re- 
turned to  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Reporr  and  order  do  cancel  bond  given  by  R.  G. 
Dayton  and  others  for  certain  land  on  Harrison 
avenue,  etc.,  dated  July  24, 1874;  and  for  a  new 
agreement  to  be  issued  to  said  parties  on  the 
terms  set  forth  in  said  order.  Order  read  twice 
and  passed. 

Orders  declaring  land  7  Newbury  street  forfeit- 
ed, and  to  cancel  bond  given  by  W.  O.  Johnson  for 
the  lot  of  land  at  7  Newbury  street,  July  24,  1869. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  notify  W.  F.  McDonough  and  others  to 
quit  an  1  deliver  up  estate  No.  84  Village  street. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  tor  a  transfer  of  $1300  from 
"Salaries  for  Patrolmen"  to  "Badges,  breaths, 
Clubs,"  etc.,  in  Police  appropriation.  Order 
passed  to  second  reading. 

Report  that  the  additional  appropriation  of 
$6000,  asked  for  completing  the  grading  of  Mer- 
cantile Wharf  Market  is  sufficient  to  complete  the 
work  necessary  to  lender  tbe  grouods  ready  for 
occupancy;  and  order  for  a  transfer  of  said 
amount  from  Reserved  Fund.  Order  passed  to  a 
second  reading. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  for  an  additional  expenditure  of  $500,  for 
team  work  for  Common,  etc.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

Orders  to  refund  to  the  Trinity  Chui  ch  the  taxes 
with  interest  to  Sept.  12,  inst.,  assessed  upon  its 
lot  on  St.  James  avenue,  for  1873  and  1874,  amount- 
ing to  $2497.29  and  $3302.63,  respectively. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burgess  of  Ward  3,  amend- 
ments were  adopted  as  follows:  In  tbe  first  order, 
substitute  "Sept.  22"  for  "Sept.  12,"  and 
"$2500.99"  for  "$2497.29";  in  tne  second  order, 
substitute  "Sept.  22"  for  "Sept.12,"  and  "$3307.90" 
for  "3302.63." 

The  orders  as  amended  were  passed.    Sent  up. 

Order  for  a  transfer  or'  $1100  from  the  appropria- 
tion for  Labor  on  Common,  etc.,  to  be  expended 
for  a  foundation  for  the  statue  of  (General  Glover. 
Passed — yeas  53,  nays  0 — in  concurrence. 

Order  to  allow  $300  per  auruin,  for  rent  of 
armory  of  Company  A,  First  Regiment,  on  Centre 
street,  West  Roxbury.  Passed— yeas  53,  nays  0— 
in  concurrence. 

THE  MYSTIC  VALLEY  SEWER. 

The  order  for  the  constiuction,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $205,000,  of  a  main  sewer  and  branches  in 
the  Mystic  Valby,  etc.,  and  concerning  the  pur- 
chase or  taking  of  necessary  lands,  ;eal  estate  and 
water  rights,  was  considered  under  the  head  of 
unfinished  business. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  don't  rise  for  the  pur- 
pose of  opposing  this  older,  but  as  the  couise 
which  I  took  at  a  former  meeting  of  the  Council, 
when  it  was  here  before,  has  caused  cocsideraole 
criticism,  I  wish  to  stats  uow,  that  no  misunder- 
standing may  be  had,  that  the  criticism  which  I 
made  tnen  has  since  been  stated  by  the  City  So- 
licitor to  be  eatirely  correct.  I  stated  that  the  or- 
der which  the  subject  is  before  the  Council  was 
not  in  conformity  with  tbe  law,  and  I  was,  in  com- 
mon parlance,  picked  up  on  it  here.  But,  sir,  my 
statement  has  proved  correct,  and  I  am  happv  to 
state  that  as  the  matter  is  now  iu  conformity  with 
the  law,  as  I  understand  it,  I  shall  voie  foi  it. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12—1  would  ask  it  the  or- 
der now  before  the  Council  is  not  precisely  the 
same  one  that  was  reported  by  the  committee. 

The  President— It  is. 

Mr.  Wilson— Then  tbe  gentleman's  criticisms 
are  entirely  without  foundation. 


Mr.  Shaw— I  stated  that  when  the  subject  first 
came  before  the  Council  I  criticised  it  because 
it  was  not  in  conformity  with  the  law.  The  City 
Solicitor  has  changed  tbe  language  of  one  of  the 
orders,  ana  put  in  some  words  which  makes  the 
ordeis  now  before  us  in  conformity  with  the  law. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  think  the  order  is  identically  the 
same  that  was  first  reported  to  tbe  Council.  As 
the  gentlemao  has  alluded  to  me,  I  would  state 
that  I  simply  asked  him  to  specify  in  what  par- 
ticulars the  order  was  not  in  conformity  to  the 
law.  He  did  not  see  fit  to  illuminate  the  Council 
at  all,  and  I  do  think  that  when  gentlemen  make 
broad  statements  of  that  kind,  they  are  open  to 
animadversion.  The  order  before  the  Council  was 
pronounced  correct  by  the  City  Solicitor.  Tne 
point  raised  by  other  members  that  it  is 
not  within  the  province  of  tbe  City 
Council  to  delegate  authority  to  build  the 
sewei  to  anvbody  else  has  been  decided  by 
the  highest  hgal  tribunal  that  the  City  Council 
can  authorize  anybody  to  do  the  worn, — tbe  City 
Engineer,  Superintendent  of  Seweis,  or  any  one, 
just  as  it  does  the  Mystic  Water  Board.  I  make 
these  statem -nts  that  gentlemen  may  not  be  mis- 
led by  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
5.  1  want  it  understood  that  the  order  is  correct; 
that  the  objections  raised  against  it  weie  not 
correct.  It  has  met  the  approbation  of  the  City 
Solicitor,  is  in  conformity  to  the  law,  and  I  hope 
it  will  pass. 

Mr.  Sha  w  of  Ward  5—1  am  sorry  that  1  am  com- 
pelled to  stand  again.  I  say  it  is  not  the  original 
order,  and  if  the  President  will  be  kind  enough  to 
read  it  I  will  name  the  words  inserted  by  tbe  City 
Solicitor  to  make  it  conform  to  the  law.  It  was 
that  to  which  I  objected,  and  which  tbe  gentleman 
said  was  merely  a  lawyer's  quibble,  and  not  worthy 
of  notice.  The  City  Solicitor,  I  repeat,  has  changed 
the  language  of  the  order,  and  it  now  conforms  to 
the  law,  which  the  first  order  did  not.  In  order 
that  it  may  be  distinguished  from  tbe  other,  I  re- 
quest the  President  to  read  it  again. 

The  President— This  subject  comes  before  the 
Counci]  in  the  form  of  two  orders,  one  of  which 
has,  under  the  direction  of  the  City  Solicitor, 
been  changed  or  modified.  Tbe  one  which  the 
Chair  has  read  is  in  precisely  the  same  language 
in  which  it  came  before  the  Council  in  the  first 
place.  The  order  in  which  the  changes  have  been 
made  is  in  relation  to  the  loan,  and  comes  up  for  a 
second  reading. 

The  President  then  read  the  new  draft  of  the 
order  for  a  loan  of  $205,000  for  the  Mystic  Valley 
sewer. 

The  question  was  upon  the  passage  of  the  order 
first  read— authorizing  the  construction  of  the 
sewer. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  am  still  in  doubt 
about  this  order,  and  would  like  further  informa- 
tion upon  the  subject,  as  at  present  advised  I 
am  not  prepared  to  vote  for  it.  The  difficulty  in 
my  mind  seems  to  be  this:  As  I  understand  the 
explanations  made  at  the  last  meeting,  it  is  pro- 
posed to  construct  a  sewer  to  carry  away  the 
refuse  from  certain  factories,  but  not  to  take  care 
of  the  sewage  of  the  population  of  tbe  towns  in 
tbe  vicinity  of  Mystic  Lake.  It  seems  to  me 
that  that  is  a  very  half-way  measure.  I  should 
suppose — I  may  be  wrong— that  the  sewage 
of  those  growing  towns  lying  around  Mystic 
Lake' must  be  taken  care  of  withic  a  very  few 
years,  if  not  immediately.  The  sewer  we  propose 
to  build  at  an  expense  of  $205*,000  will  not  be  suit- 
able for  that  purpose,  aod  if  the  city  is  compelled, 
in  the  course  of  five,  eight  or  ten  years,  to  take 
care  of  the  sewage  of  the  immense  population  al- 
ready there,  and  growing  every  day,  this  money, 
if  spent  today,  will  be  substantially  thrown  away 
and  we  shall  have  to  build  an  entirely  cew  system 
of  sewers  at  an  immense  expense.  I  am  not  sat- 
isfied but  that  it  might  be  better  to  build  a 
large  sewer  that  would  take  care  of  this 
trouble  at  once;  or  possibly  that  we  ought 
to  make  up  our  minds  to  abandon  this 
whole  system  of  water  supply  from  Mystic  Pond, 
when  we  get  aa  abundant  supply  from  Sudbury 
River,  jf  we  find  that  it  is  going  to  cost  more  to 
protect  the  Mystic  than  it  will  be  worth.  On 
those  poinrs  I  am  still  somewhat  iu  tbe  dark  and 
should  like  further  information. 

Mi.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10— I  was  not  present 
at  tbe  pi  evious  meeting  when  this  question  was 
discussed,  and  I  am  very  sorry  I  was  cot.  The 
gentleman  is  right  when  he  says  this  sewer  is 
not  of  sufficient  capacity  to  dram  the  whole 
of  this  territory,  and  that  is  the  very  rea- 
son why  the  committee  recommend  tbe  passage 
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of  t'ais  order.  The  towns  are  not  willing  to  unite 
with  the  citv  of  Boston  in  building  a  sewer  of  suf- 
ficieat  capacity  to  take  all  their  nra>nage  and  car- 
ry it  out  no  the  sea,  The  city  would  have  been 
glad  to  make  sach  an  arrangement  as  that,  but 
tiie  towus  opposed  it  with  all  theii  power,  and  the 
Legislature  2' anted  permission  to  the  city  to  take 
away  the  contamination  from  ibejjMystiu  Pona. 
Tub  factories  lying  along  that  pond  and  emptying 
into  it  are  certainly  a  source  of  contamination. 
The  water  is  used  by  a  portion  of  the  citizens  of 
Boston  and  should  be  protected.  Che  best  way 
to  ao  that  is  to  build  an  independent  drain 
which  the  city  of  Boston  will  have  control  ot.  and 
which  these  towns  will  not  have  th°  right  to  en- 
ter. This  sewer  will  cost  $205,000,  whils  one  large 
enough  to  drain  the  whole  territory  will  co°t  per- 
haps $2,000,000.  If  we  ate  to  give  up  the  Mystic 
water,  why,  of  course,  there  is  uo  need  of  buildiDg 
this  draiii ;  but  I  don't  pre  utne  that  we  are  >_-  oina 
to  give  up  the  water.  These  tanneries  are  to  be 
drained  by  this  sewer,  and  by  the  veiy  aot  which 
gives  us  this  right,  no  other  drainage  is  to  be 
allowe.t  to  enter  Mystic  Pond  or  any  river  or 
stream  which  flows  itito  that  pond,  so  that  we 
shall  be  able  to  keep  it  very  nearly  pure.  There 
may  be  some  impurities  from  the  growth  of 
weeds  in  tae  krw  streams,  which  will  discolor  the 
water;  but  this  sewei  will  take  away  substan- 
tially all  the  impurities.  I  see  by  the  report  of  a 
former  discussion  that  a  gentleman  said  we  were 
going  to  create  a  nuisance  by  carrying  this  drain- 
age into  the  lower  pond.  I  see  no  reason  to  an- 
ticipate such  a  *erious  result  as  that.  This  sewer 
is  to  protect  the  water  now  drack  in  Cbarl?stown 
and  other  places ;  and  it  appsars  to  me  that  it  will 
be  impossible  for  it  to  be  a  nuisance  to  the  inhab- 
itants around  the  lower  oood,  unless  they  want  to 
take  that  water  to  drink.  If  it  should  orove  so, 
all  we  will  have  to  do  is  to  continue  this  dram 
down  to  the  se?.  I  think  that  those  using  the 
water  are  entitled  to  have  it  as  pure  ;is  it  can  be 
got  to  them. 

Mr.  Crocker— I  am  s' ill  in  doubt  as  to  what  is 
going  to  be  done  about  the  sewage  from  those 
town-.  Here  is  this  immense  population  whose 
sewage  inevitably  runs  into  that  pond  or  into  the 
streams  flowing  iato  it;  suppose  this  goes  or;  a 
few  years  longer?  The  gentleman  says  these 
towns  will  not  unite  with  u=  in  carrying  off  the 
sewage.  Suppose  they  let  tceir  sewage  run  and 
it  becomes  unbearable  to  us  out  don't  trouble  the 
towns?  They  can  say,  "It  don't  trouble  u3;  ve 
don't  Qrink  the  water."  Then  what  are  we  going 
to  do  about  it?  Suppose  theyi  are  then  not  will- 
ing to  join  in  the  expense  of  the  great  sewer;  my 
doubt  is  how  we  are  going  to  compel  tnem  then 
any  more  than  we  can  now;  whether  we  are  not 
going  to  have  to  pay  the  expense  from  our  own 
pocket";  then  as  well  as  now.  If  we  --re  going  to 
spend  a  million  and  a  half  dollars  to  protect  Mys- 
tic Pond  within  a  few  yeais,  it  is  possible  that  it 
may  cost  more  to  protect  it  than  it  is  worts,  and 
that  it  would  better  be  abandoned  when  we  get  the 
Sudbury. 

Mr.  Sweetser— I  would  only  say  in  reply  to  that, 
that  when  it  comes  to  the  "questio:  whether  we 
shall  spend  a  million  and  a  half  dollars  to  protect 
the  Mystic  or  abandon  it,  then  «e  should  aban- 
don it. 

Mr.  Wilson — There  seems  to  be  a  little  misap- 
prehension in  many  minds— I  don't  know  how 
many— as  to  the  adaptation  of  this  sewer  to  carry- 
ing off  the  drainage  of  the  towns  be  idering  upon 
the  river.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  6  speakc  of 
people  letting  their  sewage  run.  It  can't  run 
into  the  pond  hereafter.  The  towns  have  sub- 
stantially no  system  of  sewerage  now,  and 
the  law  under  whicn  the  city  builds  this 
drain  prohibits  the  draining  ot  any  sewage 
into  the  river  hereafter.  The  city  has  the 
right  to  prevent  it.  The  necessity  of  this  sewer 
aiisesfrom  the  advice  of  the  City  Solicitor  and 
other  legal  gentlemen,  based  on  the  fact  that  these 
glue  factories,  tanneries  aod  other  manufacturing 
establishments  were  'bere  when  the  city  of 
Charlestown  erected  its  works;  they  had  used 
these  works  for  a  long  series  of  years,  the  effete 
matter  from  which  bad  gone  directly  into  the 
stream.  It  has  now  got  to  the  pass  that  it  is  posi- 
tively unbearable  to  those  who  use  the  water  to 
aay  great  extent,  ar.d  it  is  easily  perceptible  to 
those  who  examine  close  to  the  points  of  pollu- 
tion. Tha  claim  is  that  this  foul  matter  becomes 
oxidized,  but  any  one  who  has  exam- 
ined the  bed  of  the  stieam  will  notice 
the  black  slimy  matterwhich  covers  it.  The  qual- 
ity of  the  water  is  not  exactly  offensive,  but  we 


don'r  hanker  after  it.  It  is  something  like  the 
man  who  was  asked  if  oe  could  eat  <iog;  he  said 
he  could:  eat  Gog,  but  h-;  c id  n't  hanker  after  it. 
This  sewer  will  not  be  thrown  away.  It  is  of  mod- 
erate capacity,  and  can  be  used  as  a  lateral  sewer, 
shoul-  the  towns  along  that  valley  see  ft;  to  es- 
tablish an  adequate  svstem  of  sewerage.  It 
can  be  connected  with  the  main  trunk  sew- 
ei. This  mon-y  will  be  well  invested,  and 
I  think  it  will  be  the  means  of  bringing 
the  towns  to  reason.  They  think  they  can 
oblige  the  towns  to  furnish  sewerage  tor  that 
wholt  valley;  but  tbere  are  two  minds  about  that. 
Noboay  thinks  the  Legislature  wiil  oblige  the 
city  of  Boston  to  give  drainage  to  that  vaitsy  be- 
cause we  use  that  water.  This  is  an  adequate  ex- 
pedient to  remove  a  present  ill.  »hioh  cannot  be 
added  to  in  the  future,  the  city  having  the  legal 
right  to  prevent  ar.y  town,  individual  or  corpora- 
tion from  diverting  sewage  or  other  toul  marter 
into  any  of  those  streams  hereafter.  Having  ex- 
amined the  question  as  fully  as  I  have 
b^en  able  to  do,  and  satisfied  myself 
of  its  necessity  by  ocular  .demonstration, 
I  favor  it  on  that  ground.  The  objection 
to  draining  the  sewage  into  the  lower  Mystic  may 
be  a  good  one ;  but  I  am  not  going  to  express  an 
opinion  upon  it,  because  ths  engineers  and  ex- 
perts, before  Fhom  my  little  fires  are  of  no  avail, 
testified  that  the  pond  is  the  least  noxious  place 
to  put  it;  that  it  wa«  bett'  r  to  put  it  th°re  than  to 
conduct  it  to  the  ^ea.  Now,u  that  is  the  case,  let 
us  test  it.  If,  every  time  the  city  asks  to  do  a 
sanita'  y  thing,  we  aie  to  be  met  by  such  scientific 
nonsense,  let  us  do  it.  It  has  been  passed  upon 
by  the  Legislature  as  a  court  of  th^  highest  resort, 
and  all  the  representatives  of  those  towns  insisted 
upon  it,  as  I  believe,  for  the  purpose  of 
killing  the  whole  measure,  when  they  are  not 
satisfied  finally  that  it  is  the  best  place  'to  empty 
the  sewage.  We  wiT  take  up  the  line  of  march  to 
the  sea.  The  point  stands  out  prominently  that  it 
is  none  too  oon  to  commence  the  diversion  of 
those  impurities  from  the  stream,  aod  that  this  is 
a  means  of  accomplishing  it  at  a  reasonable  ex- 
penditure. It  is  but  little  in  excess  of  one  year's 
income  fiouj  .he  works,  and  I  would  like  to  know 
what  man  would  begrudge  one  year's  income 
from  an  investment  in  order  to  protect  and  pre- 
serve it.  I  have  advocated  the  measure  because  I 
think  it  is  wise  and  proper,  and  I  hope  it  will  re- 
ceive uo  substantial  objection. 

Mr.  Crocker — I  did  not  claim  that  the  sewers 
laid  in  those  towns  run  into  Mystic  Pond  ;  but  I  do 
claim  that  the  sewage  froaa  the  immense  popula- 
tion there,  the  filth  from  the  factories  and  stables, 
which  must  be  immense,  must  naturally  find  its 
way  to  the  lowest  point  in  the  basin,  which  is 
Mystic  Pond.-*  Those  towns  are  getting  aqueducts 
from  Hot  o  and  other  poods,  ana  there  are  more 
and  more  facilities  every  day  for  creating  sew- 
age, which  cannot  remain  in  the  soil,  as 
it  has  been  accustomed  to  do,  but  must 
flow  down  iuto  the  pond.  It  seems  to 
me  that  that  must  be  so  more  and  more  every 
yeai,  and  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant 
when  it  will  render  the  water  in  that  pond 
very  filthy,  whether  the  sewers  are  discharg- 
ed directly  into  it  or  not.  The  gent-leaian 
from  Ward  12  admits  that  these  towns  say  that 
the  city  ought  to  take  cate  of  this  sewage  at  its 
own  expense.  Their  argumentis  plausible  enough. 
They  say,  "Our  ^ewage  don't  trouble  us ;  we  don't 
wane  to  drink  the  water.  If  you  want  to  drink 
the  water  you  must  protect  it.  We  can  go  on  and 
discharge  our  sewers  into  it  for  fifty  or  a  hundred 
years,  and  it  would  not  be  offensive  enough  to 
trouble  us;  but  if  you  want  to  make  a  special 
use  of  this  water,  and  have  it  very  nice,  you 
must  take  care  of  it."  That  is  a  plausible 
answer  to  our  claim  that  we  should  nor  spend 
money  for  them,  aud  that  they  should  beai  their 
part  of  the  expense;  and  I  don't  think  they 
would  be  likely  to  see  it  in  any  different  light, 
especially  if  their  pockets  are  interested.  We 
snail  nave  to  build  that  immense  sewer,  or  aban- 
don the  whole  thing,  and  i  don't  know  but  we 
would  better  stop  no  v.  The  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  says  the  sewer  we  propose  to  build  will  not  be 
any  loss, for  if  we  have  to  construct  the  great 
sewer,  this  one  can  be  used  tor  lateral  3ewers. 
That  appears  to  be  one  of  those  rash  statements 
which  the  gentleman  makes  because  it  will  be 
hard  for  any  one  to  deny.  But  I  think  we  all  have 
common  sense  enough  to  see  that  this  sewer  can- 
not be  wo-ked  up  into  lateral  sewers.  I  do  n't 
suppose  be  thinks  it  is  going  to  oe  cut 
up  in  pieces  and  laid  out  as  it  is  wante  1. 
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Mr.  "Wilson— It  may  be  proper  for  me  to  say 
something  in  response  to  the  gentleman'?  remark, 
the  whole  tenor  of  which  is  made  to  fit  in  with  a 
speech  lie  made  a  few  weeks  ago.  He  seems  to 
beg  the  question.  The  question  of  diverting  sew- 
age is  attracting  more  and  more  attention.  It  has 
pruvea  it  a  point  in  Euglanc  that  some  of  the 
finest  and  fairest  streams,  which  were  beautiful  in 
past  years,  which  were  fuil  ot  fish,  and  tbet  e  were 
seats  upon  their  banks,  making  attractive  and 
pleasant  resorts,  have  become  noisome  an  a  nox- 
ious, the  fish  have  been  killed  by  the  impurities 
all  iwed  to  go  into  the  streams,  and  the  land  in 
the  vicinity  hao  largely  decreased  ii  value.  It 
has  gone  to  that  pitch  that  the  atteotioo  of  Parlia- 
ment has  b-en  excited,  and  they  have  en- 
deavored for  a  series  of  years  to  rectify  this  ob- 
jection. Now,  sir,  profiting  bj  the  experience  of 
England  and  one  or  two  ot  the  inner  towns  of 
this  Commonwealth,  the  Legislature  and  the 
courts  are  adopting  and  enforcing  the  principle 
that  people  have  the  right  to  enjoy  the  water  of  a 
stream  m  its  original  purity  and  to  restrain  every 
man  from  polluting  it.  [The  draining  of  sew- 
age into  that  stream  can  be  enjoined  by  Uw,  and 
prohibited  at  once.  But  here  is  a  right  to  drain- 
agre  toat  has  been  enjo\ed  by  those  factories  for 
twenty  years,  and  the  cheapest  v  ay  is  to  take 
care  of  it,  and  then  stand  by  and  prevent  its 
further  pollution.  The  city  of  Worcester  has 
had  a  little  experience  in  this  respect. 
There  is  a  little  stream  up  there  they 
call  Mill  Rivei.  Worcester  saw  fit  to  introduce  a 
system  of  water  works  for  domestic  use.  The 
construction  of  sewers  followed,  and  nearly  all  of 
the  se » age  was  emptied  into  that  little  scream, 
which  has  become  foui  and  filthy  bsyoud  endur- 
ance, and  how  to  remedy  it  iswhatihey  cannot 
find  out.  In  the  Mystic  Valley  there  are  no  sew- 
ers; but  on  the  principle  that  every  maa  tries  to 
impose  upon  his  neighbor,  those  towns  are  trying 
to  compel  the  city  to  furnish  them  with  drain- 
age. The  city  authorities  offered  to  cooper- 
ate with  them,  but  they  tried  to  drive 
the  city  into  furnishing  them  with  drain- 
age. The  law  is  plain  and  explicit,  and 
the  courts  will  enable  the  city  to  enforce  it,  and 
prevent  any  person  or  corpoiation  from  polluting 
that  stream.  It  is  a  nice  thing  to  say  that  a  man 
will  make  a  statement  and  trust  to  luck  to  get 
him  out  all  right;  bin  that  is  not  my  style,  and  it 
is  i  ot  fair  or  gentlemanly  to  allude  in  that  way  to 
a  member  of  this  bodv.  The  statement  that  it 
could  be  used  as  a  lateral  sewer  was  the  sugges- 
tion maoe  by  Mr.  Davis  himself,  and  also  by  Mr. 
Taylor,  who  holds  an  important  position  in  the 
management  of  the  water  works.  There  a,  e  three 
branches  of  this  sewer,  and  they  can  be  united  to 
a  larger  sewer  by  proper  connections,  as  any 
one  acquainted  with  mechftnicsjkuows.  It  is  all 
plain  to  me.  and  10  the  engineers  who  have  made 
a  study  of  the  drainage  of  that  valley. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6—1  should  be  slow  to 
vote  against  a=y  measure  for  toe  purification  of 
the  water  used  by  any  portion  of  the  citizens  of 
Boston  at  arry  time;  but,  for  many  reasons,  I  do 
not  feel  like  voting1  tor  this  measure  in  the  form 
in  which  it  is  now  befoie  the  Council.  During 
last  year  the  Mayor  was  authorized  to  petition  the 
Legislature  for  autaority  to  construct  a  sewer  to 
remove  from  Mystic  Pond  the  impurities, 
and  that  coiporations  and  towns  should  be 
assessed  for  any  benefits  they  might  receive  from 
it.  Later  in  the  year  the  Council  was  given  to  un- 
derstand that  certain  towns  would  like  to  cooper- 
ace  with  the  city,  and  have  a  regular  system  of 
sewerage  by  which  the  Mvstic  Pond  aDd  those 
towns  would  be  drained.  In  accordance  with  that 
understanding,  an  order  was  passed  late  in  the 
year  authorizing  the  Mayor  to  join  the  selectmen  of 
several  towos  in  aptition  for  the  construction  of 
a  system  of  sowers  which  should  drain  those 
towns  as  well  as  preserve  the  purity  of  the  Mystic 
water.  I  think  the  Council  untie* stood  at  that 
time — I  certainly  aid — that  the  ci*y  was  not  to 
bear  the  whole  expense  aloi.e  of  purifying  the 
water  and  draining  the  towns  without  their  co- 
operation with  the  city  of  Boston.  The  act  of  the 
Legislature  which  was  obtain-  d,  owing  to  the  re- 
fusal of  the  towo«  to  join  with  the  city,  as  has 
beaD  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12, 
throws  the  whole  expense  upon  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton. That  act  was  referred  to  the  Mystic  Water 
Boaid,  who  submitted  two  questions  to  the 
Engineer;  one  was  to  provide  a  sewer  to  puri- 
fy Mystic  Pona,  and  trie  other  was  for  a  sys- 
tem of  sewers  to  drain  the  towns  named  in, 
the   order.     The    City   Engineer   made   two  re- 


ports, one  showieg  the  expense  of  this  proposed 
sewer  to  be  $205,000,  giving  sufficient  size  to  take 
away  th 3  impurities  now  discha-ged  into  the  pond  ; 
«  nother  estimate  was  for  a  larger  sewer,  to  cost 
$530,000,  ro  be  sufficiently  Jarge  to  include  the 
drainage  of  Wobum  and  Winchester.  The  En- 
gineer states  in  his  report  that  this  proposed 
sewer  will  be  sufficient  to  take  away  the 
impur.ties  from  Mystic  Pond.  and  that 
the  larger  sewer  will  take  away  the 
drainage  of  certain  towns  named  m  the 
order.  Now,  under  the  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature, tbe  towns  of  Winchester,  Woburn  and 
Medford  may  use  the  sewer  which  we  propose  to 
build  to  preserve  the  purity  of  this  pond.  It  they 
may  use  this  sewer  at  any  time — ano  I  grant  that 
they  are  to  compeusate  the  city— it  ssems  to  me 
to  be  very  unwise  for  the  city  to  constmct  so 
small  a  sewer  which  those  towns  may  use.  That 
is  my  first  objection.  In  other  words,  we  are 
going  to  build  a  sewer"  to  drain  the  Mystic  Pond, 
and  yet  by  t  lie  act  of  the  Legislature  these  towns 
muy  use  it. 

Mr.  Wilsou— I  will  call  the  gentleman's  atten- 
tion to  the  last  paragraph  of  the  section  refeired 
to— 

"Provided,  that  in  all  cases  under  this  section 
no  such  town,  corporation,  person  or  persons 
shall  be  entitled  to  make  such  entry  except  by 
permission  of  the  city  of  Boston." 

M".  KimbAil— "Or  upon  su -h  terms  as  shall  be 
determined  by  trie  Supieme  Judicial  Court" — 
showing  that  if  tbe  city  does  not  consent,  the  Su- 
preme Judicial  Co  art  can  fix  the  terms  upon 
which  the  towns  may  use  it.  They  may  use  it 
without  the  consent  of  the  city  if  they  c-nnot  get 
thai. 

Mr.  Sweetser— Is  it  at  all  likely  that  the  Su- 
preme Judicial  Court  would  allow  these  towns  to 
drain  into  a  sewer  that  is  not  of  sufficient  capaci- 
ty co  take  off  their  sewage? 

Mr.  Kimball— That  is  a  conundrum  I  am  unable 
to  answer.  Tbe  Legislature  baa  said  they  may 
drain  into  that  sewer,  provioed  the  <  lty  consents; 
End  if  the  city  does  not  consent  they  may  drain 
into  it,  but  the  terms  shall  be  fixea  by  the  Su- 
preme Judicial  Court.  That  is  my  interpretation 
of  the  act.  I  may  be  wrong.  My  second 
objection  is  that  we  craiu  into  the  lower  pond.  I 
care  not  for  tbe  scientific  men  who  went  before 
tbe  Legislatui  e;  probably  a  sufficient  number,  for 
an  ample  consideration,  could  have  been  found  to 
testify  upoo  the  other  side.  If  they  do  say  Mystic 
Lower  Pond  is  the  best  place  to  drain  the  sewage 
into,  I  don't  believe  it.  I  don't  believe  that  a  pond 
is  a  suitable  place  to  drain  into,  and  on 
looking  at  tne  end  ot  the  act  I  find 
that  the  Legislature  had  very  grave  doubts 
whether  that  was  a  suitable  place,  because  section 
12  of  the  act  does  not  give  the  city  the  intermin- 
able rigbt  to  discharge  into  this  pond,  for  it  says, 
"But  tbe  Legislatui  e  may,  from  time  to  time,  by 
law  regelate  and  determine  the  dispositioa  to  be 
made  of  such  se/vage,  for  the  purpose^of  protect- 
ing the  public  health,  and  especially  that  ot  the 
inhabitants  of  Arlington  and  Medford,  and  pre- 
venting the  existence  of  a  i  uisance,  aoytbiDg  io 
the  contrary  in  this  ace  notwithstanding."  I  be- 
lieve that  tne  Legislature  knew  perfectly  well, 
notwithstanding  tbe  opinion  of  the  scientific 
men,  that  in  the  course  of  time  Mystic  Lower 
Pond  would  be  nothing  better  chan  ao  uncovered 
cesspool,  and  that  this  city  will  have  to  draii.  it. 
We  do  ,'t  know  what  the  expense  will  be.  I  don't 
mean  to  simply  drain  the  pond,  but  for  the  dam- 
age to  estates  bordering  on  ths  pond.  I  have  been 
informed  that  the  city  attempted  to  drain  into 
Mystic  River  where  the  tide  ebbs  and  flows,  but 
the  representative  of  the  towo  of  Medford,  being 
smarter  than  the  representative  of  some  other 
towos,  prevailed  upon  the  Legislature  to  adopt 
a  section  compelling  us  to  drain  inco  lower  Mystic 
Pond.  Now,  it  does  n't  seem  wise  to  comoience 
the  construction  of  this  sewer.  Other  reasons 
have  been  adduced  by  different  gentlemen  which 
I  favor,  and  it  is  unnecessary  to  repeat  them.  It 
seems  unwise  to  constmct  this  sewer  as  a  tempo- 
rary expedient.  It  seems  unjust  to  those  border- 
ing upon  lower  Mvstic  Pond  for  us  to  made  a  cess- 
pool near  their  estates.  I  tbink  it  is  better  to  wait 
and  get  authority  to  construct  sued  a  sewer  as  the 
city  wanted  last  year,  and  until  we  got  that  I  hope 
matters  will  remain  as  thev  aie. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9— The  remarks  offered  by 
the  two  members  from  Ward  6  seem  to  me  to  sug- 
gest the  very  reasons  why  we  should  vote  for  this 
measure.  The  senior  member  from  Ward  6  [Mr. 
Crocker]  says  that  this  is  rothing  more   than   a 
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cemporaiy  expedient,  chat  it  will  not  fulfil  all  the 
required  purposes,  aod  that  we  aaay  at  some  fu- 
ture time  have  to  make  a  very  much  great- 
er outlay,  to  great  that  perhaps  it  may 
be  better  to  relinquish  the  Mystio  water 
entirely.  Verv  well.  Suppose  we  look  at 
it  in  that  ltgbt.  The  arguments  he  offers 
in  regard  to  sorface  drainage  will  apply  =?ith 
equal  fore  to  the  Sudbury  or  any  other  rrver  from 
which  we  take  water.  It  is  a  pioblem  that  has 
excited  a  great  deal  of  attention,  but  Oas  not  yet 
bee  a  solved.  We  hope  it  will  be,  however.  Now 
list  us  suppose  that  the  question  of  sutface  drain- 
age shall  have  become  a  serious  one,  and  that  ex- 
pert? and  expeiieure  have  settled  thac  it  must  be 
done  away  witn.  Then  ic  is  conceivable,  it 
seems  to'  me,  that  the  city  will  deem  "it 
best  to  conceutrace  its  efforts  in  tbe  uirection 
of  Sudbury  River,  and  if  there  is  water  enough 
there  to  siioply  ths  city  it  may  prove  best  to  re- 
linquish Mystic  Pond."  But  we  cannot  make  the 
Sudbury  fully  available  for  two  or  three  years, 
and  as  has  been  stated,  tbe  income  from  the  Mys- 
tic in  one  year  is  nearly  enough  to  cover  the  ex- 
pense of  this  temporary  measure.  It  is  true  that 
h>- re  is  a  specific  nuisance  that  can  be  abated; 
and  if  it  is  not  to  last  more  than  two  or  three 
years,  it  would  be  an  expedient  thing  to  do, 
for  the  benefit  ot  the  inhabitants  on  the  other 
side  of  tt  e  liver,  who  have  water  works  which  are 
a  source  of  profit;  aod  if  no  greater  expense  is  • 
called  tor  than  is  incurred  by  this  order,  they  are 
entitled  to  it.  Then  in  the  allusions  of  the  junior 
member  from  Ward  6  [Mr.  Kimball]  to  the  act,  it 
seem°  to  me  we  need  not  feel  very  bad  about  that, 
even  in  regard  to  the  point  ■  he  suggested.  It  has 
been  weil  said  thac  the  Legislature  will  not  be 
likely  to  allow  che  inhabitants  of  r.io?e  towns 
to  drain  into  that  sewer  unless  the  sewer 
is  compecent  to  do  that  duty  in  addition  to  what 
it  is  built  for;  and  it  is  noc  likely  the  Sunrema 
^ourt  will  gianc  any  such  right.  He  also  suggests 
1  hat  the  act  leaves  it  open  to  the  Legislature  to 
protect  chat  pond.  Tbat  same  light  would  accrue 
in  regaid  to  any|system  of  sewerage.  The  objec- 
tion that  the  city  may  at  some  future  cime  be 
forced  to  extend  the  sewer,  would  arise  in 
regard  to  any  system.  It  is  also  suggested 
that  if  a  large  sewer  is  built,  and  the 
sewage  deposited  at  the  euouta  of  lowei'  Mystic 
River,  it  would  bellowed  back  upon  Edgewood  and 
other  towns.  Tbat  is  a  risk  we  must  take.  Ex- 
l  erts  have  shown  that  the  present  expedient  can 
be  provided  at  a  reasonable  cose.  When  che  time 
comes  foi  the  final  solution  of  the  problem,  we 
can  then  determine  whether  to  enlarge  the  sewer 
or  relinquish  the  pond. 

Mr.  Stacey  of  Ward  20— One  point  seems  to  have 
been  overlooked.  The  city  of  Chelsea  has  received 
proposals  for  a  supply  of  water  fiom  a  pond  in 
that  vicinitv,  and  they  are  awaiting  our  action  in 
regard  to  this  sewer.  It  is  also  well  knowu  that 
Somerville  is  prospecting  for  a  supply  of  purer 
water.  If  this  order  is  passed  and  the  sewer  built, 
there  will  be  no  further  complaint  from  that  quar- 
ter, I  think.  In  case  thev  should  withdraw,  it 
would  largely  decrease  the  revenue  acd  be  a  great 
injury  to  tbe  Mystic  works. 

Mr.  Crocker — The  trouble  is  that  around  this 
pond  is  a  veiylarg©  population—  not  a  villaae  here 
and  there,  but  a  number  of  large  towns  which  are 
going  to  be  cities — and  it  has  been  a  very  serious 
question  with  me  whether  the  taking  care  of  this 
water  and  keeping  it  clean  is  no1  going  to  cost 
more  than  it  is  worth.  They  say  it  is  a  tem- 
porary expedient.  It  cannot  be  substarrially 
finished  until  the  Sudbury  aqueduct  is  com- 
plet-d,  and  is  n't  it  better  to  wait  till  then, 
when  we  will  have  an  abundance  of 
water,  and  then  consider  whether  it  will  iot  be 
better  to  keep  it  clean  au  a  largre  expense,  or 
abandon  it?  It  seems  to  me  we  are  not  going 
to  gam  anything  particularly  by  going  ahead  now, 
for  we  shall  not  purify  this  water  before  we  get 
an  abundant  supply  from  anothe.i  source. 

Mr.  Power  ^f  "Ward  22 — I  am  a  little  surprised 
that  such  objections  should  be  m^de  to  the  build- 
ing oi  this  sewer.  The  gentlemar.  who  last  .--poke 
knows  very  well  that  the  contractors  on  the  Sud- 
bury conduit  have  three  years  10  complete  it  in, 
.while  this  one  can  be  hnisbed  in  one  vear. 
In  this  case  the  water  pays  tbe  expense 
in  OLe  year.  The.  idea  of  giving  up  the 
Mystic  wa'er  because  of  an  expenditure  of 
$200,000  is  absurd.  I  don't  believe  five  members 
of  this  Council  would  think  it  expedient  to  do  so. 
Another  reason  is  that  on  account  of  the  dulae*s 


of  the  times  labor  a'jd  materials  are  cheaper  than 
they  ^ili  be  two  years  hence. 

The  oider  authoiizing  the  CO' struction  of  the 
sewer  was  passed    36  for,  19  against. 

The  order  authorizing  a  loan  of  $205,000  to  de- 
fray the  expense  was  rejected  for  want  of  two- 
thirds  in  favor— veas  41,  nays  19. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Anderson, Barry,  Brackett,  Bur- 
ditt,  Bureess,  Coyle,  Curtis,  Cushirg,  Cu?hman, 
Day,  Devereux,  Duggan,  Fitzgeiald,  Fitzpatriclf, 
Goidthwait,  Guild,  Harmon,  Harrigan,  Hicks, 
Howes,  Jaques,  Kel  ey,  Kingsley,  LeiKhton,  Mo- 
ley,  Moonev,  Morrison,  Murray,  Noyes,  Osbirne, 
Power,  Rice,  Shaw,  Stacey,  Sweetser,  Train,  Wal- 
bridge,  Walsh,  Willcutt,  Whitmore,  Wilson— 41. 

Nays — Messrs,  Clarke,  Crocker,  Edwards,  Felt, 
Flynn,  Kimball,  Kingsbury,  Loring,  Newton, 
Page.  Parker,  Peabody,  Pierce,  Smith,  Sprague, 
Thacher,  Wadsworth,  Whitcomb,  Wilbur— 19. 

THE  SINKING  FUNDS. 

The  following  [City  Doc.  99]  was  received  and 
sent  up: 

Sept.  13,  1875. 

The  Board  of  Commissiocers  on  the  Sinking 
Funds  for  the  redemption  of  the  c*ebt  of  the  city 
of  Boston,  have  tb^  booov  of  presenting  their 
ninth  report,  cov-rirg  a  period  emb'aced  within 
Dec.  31, 1874,  aod  April  30, 1875,  and  will  hereafter 
submit  an  annual  report  in  conformity  with  che 
act  of  tbe  Commoi  wtalth  of  1875  "to  regulate  and 
limit  municipal  indebtedness,"  embracing  the 
transaction?  of  the  financial  year  of  the  city  in 
each  report. 

The  gross  funded  debt.  Dee.  31, 1871,  was.. .  $43,431,501.96 
The  gross  funded  debt,  April  30,  187 5,  was . .    43,414,829.99 

Decrease  in  the  gross  funded  debt  between 
Dec.  31, 1874,  and  April  30, 1875 $16,671.97 

The  total  amount  of  redemption  funds, 
April  30,  1875,  was $15,038,899.68 

The  total  amount  of  redemption  funds, 
Dec.  31,  1874,  was 14,329,994.73 

Increase  of  redemption  funds  between 
Dec.  31, 1874,  and  April  30, 1875 $708,904.95 

Set  debt  Dec.  31,  1874 $29,101,507.23 

Net  debt,  April  30,  1875 28,375,930.31 

Decrease  of  the  net  debt  between  Dec.  31, 
1874,  and  April  30, 1874 $725,576,92 

The  amount  of  debt  redeemed  at  maturity 
and  cancelled  with  revenue  funds  be- 
tween Dec.  31,1874,  and  April  30,  1875 $1,163,171.97 


CITY  DEBT. 
Funded  prior  to  organization  of  the  board,  $14,166,789.80 

Debts  assumed  by  annexation ;      2,555,940.06 

Issued  since  the  organization  of  the  board,         53,000.00 

Outstanding  Dec.  31, 1874 $16,775,729.86 

Issued  since,  "Oliver  street," 72,000.00 

$16,847,729.86 

Debt— Balance,  Dec.  31, 1874 $15,629,508.97 

Issued  since,  "Oliver  street," 78,000.00 

$15,701,508.97 
Paid  from  general  debt  sinking  fund : 
City  debt— 
Oold,  $333,500.00 

Currency,  221,509.80 

$555,009.80 

Roxbury  debt- 
Gold,  $150.00 
Currency,          15,000.00 

15,150.00 

Brighton  debt- 
Currency,  106,000.00 
Charlestown  debt- 
Currency,  31,223.42 

707,383.22 

Balance,  April  30, 1875,  $14,994,125.75 

Sinking  Fund.     Balance  Dec. 

31,  1874,  $10,507,704.10 

Received  from  in- 
terest, $307,324.82 
Received  from  rev- 
enue, 118,881.29 

426,206.11 

$10,933,910.21 
Paid  city  debt- 
Gold,  $333,500.00 
Cur'cy  221,509.80 

$555,009.80 

Roxbury  debt,  15,150.00 
Brighton  "  106,000.00 
Charlest'n"         3l,?23.42 
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Total  debt  paid,  $707,383.22 
Paid    premium 
on  gold,  39,855.72 


$747,238.94 
Balance,  April  30, 1875,         $10,186,671.27 


Invested  in  city  notes, 
"  water  " 

Total  invested, 
Cash, 


$7,766,175.00 
2,201,000.00 

$9,967 ,175.00 
219,496.27 

$10,186,671.27 


Appropriation  and  Revenue  Fund,  1873-74. 

Balance,  Dec.  31 ,  1874 $556,223.28 

Received  from  interest 13,750.00 

$569,973.28 
Paid  to  Burnt  Dist.  Sink'g  Fund,  $182,000.00 
"  Street      improvement 

sinking  fund 172,000.00 

"        Water  debt  sink'g  fund    75,973.28 
"        Public  build'g    "  "       82,000.00 

"        Suffolk-street      district 

sinking  fund 58,000.00 

$569,973.28 


Balances  of  Appropriations,  1874-75. 
Received  from  Citv  Treasurer,  balances  of 
appropriations,  1874-75 $742,084.08 

Balance,  cash,  April  30, 1875 $742,084.08 


Recapitulation  of  Sinking  and  Revenue 

General  debt  sinking  fund $10 

"Water  debt  sinking  fund 1 

Consolidated     street     improvement   loan 

sinking  fund 

Balances  of  appropriations,  1874-75 

Suffolk-street  district  sinking  fund 

"  "  "  revenue    "    

Burnt  district  sterling  loan  sinking  fund. . 

"  "  "  "    revenue    "    .. 

Mystic  Water  Works  sinking  fund 

Public  building  loans  sinking  fund 

"  "  "      revenue    "     

Street  improvement  loans  sinking  fund. . . 

"  "  "      revenue    "    ... 


Funds. 
,186,671.27 
533,890.28 

892,473.39 
742,084.08 
250,431.60 

1,182.45 

455,758.63 

54,589.55 

138,228.76 

221,969.53 

3,022.49 
549,839.10 

8,758.55 


Total  redemption  funds $15,038,899.68 


Invested  as  follows : 

City  of  Boston  city  bonds $9,902,175.00 

City  of  Boston  water  bonds 3,868,000.00 

City  of  Cbarlestown  bonds 66,965.15 

Total  invested $13,837,140.15 

Total  cash 1,201,759.53 

$15,038,899.68 

The  Debt. 
Total  funded  debt,  Dec.  31, 1874 : . . .  $43,431,501.96 

Increase  since- 
City  debt,  "Oliver  street" $72,000.00 

Burnt  district  loan,  "Currency". .  563,500.00 
Street  improvement  loan,  "Beach 

street" 251,000.00 

Water  debt 260,000.00 


1,146,500.00 

$44,578,001.96 
Paid  from  General  Debt  Sinking  Fund- 
City  debt $555,009.80 

Roxburydebt 15,150.00 

Brighton  debt 106,000.00 

Charlestown  debt. . . .      31,223.42 

$707,383.22 

Paid  from  Cousolidated 
Street  Improvement  Loan 
Siuking  Fund — 

Reduced  by  interest  on  re- 
deemed bonds 23,788.75 

Paid  from  Mystic  Water  Debt 
Sinking  Fund 7,000.00 

Paid  from  Revenue  Funds — 

Suffolk-street  District 
Revenue  Kund $65,000.00 

Burnt  District  Reve- 
nue Fund 227,000.00 

Public    Buildings 
Revenue  Fund 33,000.00 

Street    Improvement 
Loan    Revenue 

Fund 100,000.00 

425,000.00 


1,163,171.97 

Gross  funded  debt,  April  30, 1875 $43,414,829.99 

Less  Redemption  Funds 15,038,899.68 


Net  funded  debt,  April  30, 1875 $28,375,930.31 


Respectfully  Submitted, 

Samuel,  C.  Cobb. 
Alfred  T.  Turner. 
John  T.  Clark. 
Francis  H.  Peabody. 
Newton  Talbot. 
John  o.  Poor. 
Commissioners  on  the  Sinking  Funds. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

B.v  Mr.  Tbacher  of  Ward  15— Petition  of  E.  F. 
Meauy  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  buildiDg  on 
Wareham  stieet,  Ward  10.  Referred  to  Joint 
Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

Petition  of  Watts  &  Willis,  et  at.,  that  the  order 
to  ei^ct  a  urinal,  etc.,  in  North  Market  street  be 
rescinded.  Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on 
Health. 

By  Mr.  Rice  of  Ward  19— Petitions  of  Joseph 
Bennett  et  al.,  that  the  public  squai  e  on  Che-<tnut 
Hill  avenue  at  toe  junction  of  Wii:.->hrp  aud  Union 
streets  be  curbed  and  graded  ;  and  S.  M.  Daven- 
poit  et  al.,  tbat  the  square  oa  Franklin  street,  at 
the  junct'on  of  Pleasant  street,  be  improved. 
Referred  to  Joint  Coraaaittee  on  Common,  etc. 

By  Mr.  Shav  of  Ward  5 -Petition  of  A.  H.  Hig- 
gius  et  al.,  tbat  license  of  Mrs.  Sweeney  to  sell 
f  rnit  be  lestored  to  her.    Sent  up. 

THE  PARK    COMMISSION. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Com  mitt  ?,e  on  Finance  on  the  order  relating 
to  supplying  the  means  to  defray  expenses  of 
Paik  Commissioners  witb  the  following: 

Ordered,  Tbat  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  tn-rebv  is  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  Re- 
served Fund  the  sum  of  $7000,  to  constitute  a 
special  appropriation  entitled  "Park  Depart- 
ment," for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expenses 
incurred  by  the  Park  Commissioners  duriDg  the 
present  financial  year  tor  clerical  services,  adver- 
tising, printing,  surveys,  maps,  plans,  stationery 
and  incidentals. 
.  Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

SURVEY  AND  INSPECTION  OF  BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  Goldtbwait  of  Ward  11  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  of  Tbomas  H.  Carbeny  for  leave  to  erect 
a  wooden  building  on  161-163  Silver  street,  Ward 
7;  Cummings  &  Sears,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden 
building  upon  a  post  foundation  on  Cortes  street, 
Ward  17;  Morris"  &  Ii eland,  for  leave  to  erect  a 
wooden  building  in  the  rear  of  41  Bristol  street. 
Severally  accepted. 

Reports  and  orders  authorizing  permits  for  the 
erection  of  wooden  buildings  to  FitchbU'  g  Rail- 
road Company,  on  Front  streei,  Ward  20;  Boston, 
Revere  Beach  &  Lyno  Railroad  Company,  at  their 
wharf  at  East  Boston  ;  and  William  H.  Whitmore, 
on  lacid  and  wharf  near  foot  of  K  street,  South 
Boston.    Orders  severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Severally  sent  up. 

VOTING  PLA.CES   IN  THE  NEW  WARDS. 

Mr.  T'-ain  of  Ward  13  offered  the  folio-wing: 

Ordered,  Thar,  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on 
the  Division  of  Wards  be  authorized  to  select, 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  City  Council,  suit- 
able places  in  the  proposed  new  wards  of  this 
city,  to  be  designated  for  ward  rooms  for  tnp  next 
municipal  election,  to  be  used  as  ward  rooms  un- 
til otherwise  ordered  by  the  Otj  Council. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — It  appears  tome  that  duty 
belongs  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  as 
they  furnish  the  ward  rooms  now. 

Mr.  Tiain— Tse  order  was  haiaded  to  me  to  offer, 
and  I  supposed  it  properly  belonged  to  the  Com- 
mittee "n  Division  of  Wards. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Wat  a  4— The  order  was  drawn 
by  ths  City  Clerk  in  accord ance  with  the  prece- 
dents of  former  year0.  The  committee  desire  no 
work  that  doesn't  belong  to  them, but  it  does 
seem  to  me  that  chey,  knowing  the  boundaries  of 
the  new  wards,  should  at  the  same  time  report  to 
the  City  Council  where  ward  rooms  can  be  obtained. 
A  committee  competent  to  propose  a  scheme  for 
dividing  the  wards  ougut  to  be  trusted  to  express 
an  opinion  as  to  where  ward  rooms  can  be  obtained, 
rather  than  by  a  committee  who  are  ignoraot 
of  the  boundaries.  The  order  was  drawn  by  the 
City  Clerk.  After  the  committee  report,  the  sub- 
ject is  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  City  Council. 
After  the  waid  rooms  arf>  located  they  remain  in 
charge  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 
Unless  there  is  some  reason  why  the  Committee 
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od  Division  of  "Wards  is  unworthy  to  select  loca- 
tions for  ward  roo;us  a^d  report  to  tbe  Council,  I 
hope  the  order  will  pass  as  presented. 

Mr.  Flynn— The  order  is  ill  timed  and  out  of 
place  because  we  have  bad  no  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Division  of  "Wards,  who  are  no  bet- 
ter judges  ol  tbe  locations  tban  are  the  members 
of  this  Council.  1  move  to  lay  tbe  order  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Whitmore— It  would  seem  for  the  public  in- 
terest that  the  committee  which  designates  the 
ward  boundaries  should  repo;t  wbatia  their  judg- 
ment aie  the  best  locations  for  tbe  new  ward 
rooms.  The  wards  are  based  oa  an  overage  of 
2900  legal  voters,  and  in  some  of  them  no  city 
building  ma,y  be  bad.  Tne  city  may  be  tbe  loser 
if  we  wait  till  the  »*ard  boundaries  are  settled. 
This  is  a  duty  wbi  h  has  not  heretofore  devolved 
upon  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  and  It  is 
for  the  Council  to  say  whether,  contrary  to  the 
aavice  of  the  abi?  City  Clerk  and  all  former  prec- 
edents, it  shal  be  referred  to  a  aew  committee. 

Mr.  Burditt  <  f  Ward  16— The  order  may  t>e  all 
right,  and  I  have  no  jealousy,  as  a  member  of  the 
Com mittee  on  Public  Buildings.  Still,  that  com- 
mittee have  always  engaged  the  ward  rooms,  and 
it  seems  to  me,  on  the  whole,  that  in  view  of  tbe 
limited  information  upon  the  subject,  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  should  prevail. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  matter  was  orought  to  my 
attention  by  the  City  Clerk;  it  does  cot  come  from 
the  committee.  I  presume  the  City  Clerk,  from 
his  long  experience,  knows  the  proper  course  to 
take.  I  hope  that  unless  some  member  has  in- 
formation to  the.  contrary,  we  shall  follow  the 
advice  of  the  able  City  Clerk. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  like  the  zeal  of  my  friend 
from  Ward  4,  but  I  shoulo  be  afr^iu  of  this  pic£- 
iug  out  of  wara  rooms  in  advance.  It  might  be 
making  the  wards  conform  to  the  we.rd  rooms.  On 
the  whole  I  think  we  had  better  wait  awhile,  for 
it  seems  to  me  that  this  matter  of  seiectm *  ward 
rooms  is  premature. 

Mr.  Mornson  of  Ward  9— The  Superintendent  of 
Buddings  has  always  been  required,  for  the  last 
nineteen  years,  to  hire  ward  rooms  and  receive  all 
fees  for  the  use  of  them,  and  it  has  been  done 
under  the  direction  of  the  Building  Committee.  I 
have  no  teehng  about  it,  but  if  any  other  commit- 
tee is  to  select  the  wards  I  should  like  the  order  to 
provide  the  means,  as  that  now  comts  from  tne 
appropriation  for  Public  Bui'dings. 

The  order  «?as  laid  on  the  table. 

SCHOOLHOUSE  IN  WEST  ROXBURY. 

Mr.  Buraitt  of  Ward  16offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  erect  a  grammar  schoolbouse 
of  brick,  containing  eight  rooms,  with  hall,  from 
plans  approved  by  the  Committee  on  Fublic  In- 
struction, on  land"  recently  purchased  by  the  city, 
situated  on  Ashland  street,  near  Washington 
street,  West  Roxbury,  at  an  estimated  c)st  of 
$50,GOO:  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Scboolhouse,  Florence  District,  already  proviced 
for  that  purpose. 
Ordered  to  a  second  reaJing. 

EMPLOYMENT  OF  CRIMINALS   IN   PUBLIC  INSTITU- 
TIONS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4  moved  to  take  from 
the  files  City  Doc.  No.  71,  viz.,  repoit  of  Joint 
Soecial  Committee  on  Employment  of  Criminals 
in  Public  Institutions,  explaining  that  it  hac  been 
assigned  and  passed  over,  and  that  the  report  and 
order  should  be  acted  upon. 

The  morion  wa°  lost — 6  for,  22  against. 

PAY  OF  LABORERS  IN  PAVING  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  tne  Committee  of  the  Common 
Council  on  Paving  be  requested  to  inquire  wheth- 
er any  reduction  nas  betn  made  in  the  pay  of  the 
persons  employed  in  rhe  paving  department  and 
if  it  appears  that  any  reduction  has  been  made, 
that  said  committ-e  report  to  this  Board  the 
amount  of  the  reduction,  the  leasons  for  inakiug 
the  same,  and  whether  it  applies  co  the  foreman 
as  well  as  to  the  labo'ers. 

Mr,  Howes  of  Ward  11  asked  for  an  expla  ation 
of  tbe  reasons  for  offerrng  the  order. 

Mr.  Flynn— Quite  a  laige  number  of  employed 
of  the  city  have  been  to  me  and  requested  me  to 
bring  tne  matter  to  the  attention  of  tbe  City 
Council,  seating  that  they  have  beeu  notified  that 
on  the  20th  of  this  month  their  wages  will  be  re- 
duced twenty  per  cent.;  that  the  same  rule  does 
not  apply  to  the  men  over  them,  or  to  the  foremen 
on  wet  days,  when  the  men  are  ordeied  to  go  home, 


and  tbeirpayis  deducted  for  the  time  tbeya^e  not 
at  work,  while  the  pay  of  the  foremen  is  made 
up  at  tbe  eud  of  the  month.  Another  reason  is 
that  if  they  commence  to  reduce  tbe  pay  of  men 
in  that  department,  my  own  idea  is  that  we  should 
begin  at  the  head,  with  the  Superintendent.  But 
I  don't  believe  in  reducing  the  pay  of  laborers  ia 
any  department  at  this  time.  Uo  to  the  1st  of 
August  those  men  were  compelled  to  wo  k  on 
throe-quarters  time,  and  it  seemB  just  a  little  n3rd 
now,  when  there  i?  considerable  to  do,  that  the 
pay  of  the  laborers  cbould  be  reduced. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4—1  hope  the  older  will 
rot  pas?,  for  the  reason  that  I  can  conceive  of  no 
sound  reason  why  the  Council  will  not  attend  to 
numerous  petitions  that  hav6  been  sent  to  us 
upon  an  important  subject  and  will  consider  the 
petitions  ot  tho-e  whose  only  claim  to  considera- 
tion is  that  they  have  votes.  I  notice  that  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  7  is  arnmg  those  who  re- 
fused to  consider  the  report  of  a  special  committee 
appointed  to  consider  an  important  topic.  I  trust 
that  until  we  can  attend  to  the  claims  of  those 
who  have  no  vote,  we  shall  not  consider  those 
whose  only  claim  is  tbat  they  have  votes.  I  think 
the  gentleman  has  precluded  himself  from  the 
right  to  ask  any  "favors  in  behalf  of  his  constitu- 
ents." 

Mr.  Flynn— The  reasons  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  4  seem  to  be  very  flimsy,  to  sav  the  least. 
Here  is  a  proper  order,  and  he  opposes  it  because 
I  did  not  vote  with  him.  The  reason  is  very  fool- 
ish and  fli  may,  I  think. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  hope  tbe  order  will  be 
adopted.  It  is  common  talk  about  City  Hall— let 
peop'e  laugh  and  talk  as  they  please — that 
the  Paving  Department  has  reduced  the  pay 
of  tbe  laborer.-".  Upon  inquiry  I  was  told  That  the 
reduction  was  12%  per  cent.  As  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  7  said,  this  is  not  a  vear  to  reduce  the 
pay  of  tbe  poor  laborer,  for  it  there  ev«r  was  a 
time  in  the  last  tweDty-five  years  when  the 
poor  man  reeded  all  he  can  earn,  it  is  in  uhis  year 
1875.  I  am  opposed  to  the  reduction  of  the  pay 
of  laborers.  Tbe  laborer  is  worthy  of  his  hire. 
The  Committee  oa  Common  does  n't  propose  to 
reduce  the  pay  of  the  laborers.  The  idea  hasn't 
been  entertained  in  that  committee.  Why 
should  u't.  all  be  served  alike?  They  have  been 
laboring  on  three-fourths  time  all  summer,  and 
the  little  inooey  they  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
saving  has  n't  been  paid  to  them,  and  they  have 
comparatively  nothing  in  the  b&nk  to  what  they 
bad  a  few  yeais  ago.  I  intended  to  iaquire  at  the 
saviDgs  institutions  and  ascertain  it  mat  is  not 
literally  true.  It  is  true  to  my  certain  knowledge, 
and  I  can  prove  it  by  facts  aud  figures.  I  don't 
ask  to  have  anybody's  wages  reduced.  The  man 
of  genius,  talent;  and  brains  is  entitled  to  ail  the 
pay  he  gets,  and  so  is  rhe  poor  laborer.  I  had 
the  honor,  last  year,  o,  to  carry  through  this 
Couucil  Dy  a  veiy  handsome  vote  an  order  thai 
the  laborers  should  be  cootinued  tbrougn  the 
entire  season;  it  went  to  the  higher  branch,  and 
was  there  killed.  Everythirg  in  the  interest  of 
the  common  people  has  its  death-blow  in  that 
branch.  I  am  in  tavor  of  keeping  up  the  pay  of 
the  men  in  every  department  It  is  an  order  of 
inquiry,  and  I  hope  it 'will  pass.  It  is  an  inquiry 
that  should  be  answered  and  well  answered,  and 
if  it  is  true,  action  should  be  taken  by  the  City 
Council  in  botn  branches,  and  iooorsed  by  his 
Honor  the  Mayor, that  t>o  man's  w*ges  shall  be  re- 
duced in  these  hard  times. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

INMATES  OF  HOUSE   OF  REFORMATION. 

Mr.  Fitzgerard  of  Ward  7  offered  tbe  following; 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Institu- 
tions, to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  1he  Di- 
rectors for  Public  Institutions,  be  requested  to 
report  in  two  weeks  from  this  date,  and  that  they 
be  requested  to  report  specially  on  pages  30  and 
31,  of  said  report,  relating  to  the  classificatron  of 
the  inmates  of  the  House  of  Reformation. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald— My  attention  has  been  specially 
called  t<>  this  subject  during  my  short  experience 
on  the  Truant  Commutee  of  the  School  Board.  I 
s^e  by  the  report  of  the  Directors  for  Public  Insti- 
tutions that  on  the  first  of  May  there  were  nearly 
300  inmates  of  that  institution,  about  half  of 
whom  are  committed  under  the  truant  act.  On 
the  30th  of  April  there  were  in  that  House  of  Ref- 
ormation fifty-two  boys  and  one  girl  committed 
for  ttuaccy  and  forty-nine  boys  and  three  girls 
f or  vagran'cy,tbe  total  number  of  inmates  being  197 
boys  and  eleven  girls,  trie  remainder  being  m  s.de  up 
of  fifty-five  boys  and  three  girls  for  larceny,  eight 
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boys  and  eight  girls  for  braaking,  entering  and 
larceny,  seven  boys  for  drunkenness,  and  one  for 
each  of  several  other  offences.  Those  boys  who 
have  really  committed  r>o  crime,  except  breaking 
a  prohibirioa,  are  taken  before  a  trial  justice,  told 
they  are  very  bad  boys  and  that  the  city  will 
take  t'uem  away  from  the  bad  influences  to 
which  they  are  exposed,  and  they  are  to  be 
put  in  an  institution  where  they  will  be 
reformed.  The  city  places  those  boys  and 
gills,  with  an  equal  number  ot  thieves,  in  a 
peoal  insdtution,  where  they  loie  their  sense  of 
manhood,  and  when  they  come  fiora  there  the 
finger  of  scorn  is  pointed  at  them.  That  is  the 
reformation  to  which  those  child:  en  ars  exposed, 
who  really  have  done  no  crime,  except  that  they 
have  followed  the  natural  impulse  which  exists  in 
everybody.  I  say  ic  is  a  disgrace  to  the  city  of 
Boston.  They  ought  to  be  placed  in  an  in?tita- 
tiou  under  the  influence  of  those  who  send  them 
there. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9-1  hope  the  order  wdl  pass. 
The  Directors  for  Public  Instutions  have  long  been 
impressed  with  the  injustice  of  keeping  these 
truaats  mixed  up  with  criminals,  and  have  been 
endeavoring  to  procure  sufficient  means  to  reme- 
dy the  evil,  by  securing  accommodations  to  classi- 
fy the  inmates.  Believing  that  this  year  would  be 
as  favorable  a  time  to  erect  such  a  building  as  we 
shall  nave,  they  put  in  their  estimate?  an  item 
for  the  erection  of  a  building  to  be  used 
entirely  as  a  tniant  school.  At  present 
the  number  of  girls  there  is  limited — only 
15,  the  largest  number  we  have  had  for  some- 
time, and  it  is  not  so  bad  foi  tbem.  But  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Institutions,  in  their  wis  iom, 
saw  fit  to  strike  out  the  item,  and  of  couise  we 
were  obliged  to  goon  as  we  were  before.  But 
there  is  no  question  about  there  being  a  very  stii- 
ous  obstacle  to  the  school.  The  word  reformation 
should  be  stricken  from  the  name  of  the  place 
where  tbey  are  confined.  At  piesent  they  are  all 
huddled  together.  I  hope  the  order  will  pass  and 
that  the  committee  will  see  the  justice  of  some 
classification. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4 — The  only  reason  I  see 
for  opposing  tne  order  is,  we  are  asked  to  enable 
the  Board  of  Directors  for  Public  Institutions  to 
lay  out  more  money  and  carry  out  a  scheme  which 
may  or  may  not  be  one  of  reform.  My  objection 
to  the  ordei  is  that  when  we  have  once  voted  them 


the  money,  it  ceases  to  be  und«r  our  control.  I 
rejoice  that  the  gentleman  has  made  this  motion, 
because  it  brings  up  the  very  point  I  haveeodeav- 
ored  to  get  before  the  Council,  and  that  was  toe 
way  in  which  the  Board  of  Directors  is  now  con- 
stituted, -va'cb  does  uot  lead  me  to  desire  to  put 
more  means  into  its  hands.  I  doubt,  sir,  if  the 
Council  is  aware  of  the  position  which  that  board 
holds  in  regard  to  the  City  Council.  I  am  afraid 
what  took  place  two  or  three  months  ago  has 
been  forgotten,  whe.i  a  committee  was  told  that 
the  City  Courjcil  had'no  control  over  the  Board  of 
Directors  for  Public  Institutions.  Under  the  act 
of  1857  this  board  is  entirely  beyond  our  control, 
and  whenever  occasion  arises,  as>  it  did  once 
this  year,  we  shall  be  told  that  it  is  none  of  our 
business,  that  they  are  accountable  to  the  State 
and  not  to  us.  Before  I  vote  to  give  them  any 
more  money,  I  propose  to  consider  the  question  of 
retaining  control  of  the  money  we  vote  to  them. 
The  order  I  attempted  to  have  taken  from  the  files 
authorizes  a  petition  to  the  Legislature  for  more 
control  over  this  board.  I  agree  that  in  the  case 
of  these  truaats  a  great  wrong  has  been  done,  but 
I  hope  the  gentlemen  will  join  in  a  greater  re- 
form. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald — The  gentleman  will  at  once  see 
that  by  my  order  it  is  proposed  that  the  directors 
shall  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  building.  A  re- 
port is  now  in  the' hands  of  the  committee,  and  I 
simply  ask  that  their  attention  shall  be  called  to 
the  subject  of  the  classification  of  these  children. 
I  want  to  see  the  children  properly  taken  care 
of.  I  argee  with  the  gentleman  in  some  re- 
pects.  I  think  the  dnectors  ought  not  to  have 
cha'ge  of  those  children.  They  should  be  in 
charg-  of  those  who  know  them  besi— the  officers 
of  the  School  Board,  the  masters  and  members  of 
the  committee,  in  fact  the  Institution  should  be 
under  the  control  of  the  School  Board.  If  that  is 
done  >t  will  take  away  the  mark  of  infamy  from 
the  bov.  Instead  of  beiDg  a  bouse  of  reformation 
it  is  a  common  school  for  crime. 

Mr.  Kingsbury  of  Ward  14  asked  if  a  quorum 
was  present. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6,  the 
roll  was  called,  and  thirty-five  members  answered 
to  their  names. 

The  President  declared  the  Council  adjourned, 
a  quorum  not  being  present. 


490 


BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

SEPTEMBER    20,    1875. 


Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.M.,  Alder- 
man Clark,  cbaiiman,  presiding. 

JURORS    DRAWN. 

Forty  traveise  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  Octo- 
ber term  of  trie  Superior  Court,  secoud  session, 
and  tbirtv-one  traverse  juroi"  for  the  same  court, 
October  term,  first  session. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS. 

Special  Police  Officers  —  Ellison  B.  Cushing, 
Lambert  and  Norfolk  streets;  George  W.  Chick, 
Second  Advene  Church,  Roxbury  stieet. 

Confirmed. 

Co o stables— Francis  M.  Adams,  Arthur  F.  An- 
derson, James  Ball,  Jobu  R.  Barry,  *Pbiueas Bates, 
Francis  J.  Baxter,  *Jacob  T.  Beers,  Morrill  P. 
Berry,  William  W.  Blake,  Charles  S.  Blood,  Charles 
A.  Booth,  Samuel  Bracken,  Samuel  J.  Bradlee, 
Mo  es  P.  Brown,  tFraocis  V.  Bulfinch,  Charles 
Burcham,  Hiram  A.  Campbell,  Samuel  Canning, 
Jr.,  James  M.  Carter,  Lemuel  Clark,  Joseph  1). 
Coburn,  *Chase  Cole,  William  P.  Cook,  Joel  F. 
Cotton,  Mai  tin  F.  Curley,  fDaniel  if.  Curtis,  Sam- 
uel A.  Cushing,  Charles  R.  Cutter,  H.  R.  Darling, 
tWillii-m  G.  Davies,  tlsaac  W.  Derby,  tHeury  W. 
Dickerman,  Alv>n  S.  Dre  sv,  George  G.  Drew,  John 
A.  Dugean,  William  E.  Easierbrook,  Caleb  S. 
Emery,  Ephraim  W.  Fair,  *George  M.  Felch, 
tTnornas  Folger,  tHeiry  M.  Fonistall,  William 
A.  Fort,  Elijah  D.  Foss.  William  T.  Gardner,  Sa- 
rell  Gleasou,  Edward  Glufling,  James  F.  Good- 
wio,  William  Goroon,  JDennis J. Gorman,  Edward 
W.  Griggs,  Thomas  Hail,  James  G.  Harrington 
John  C.  Harringtou,  jSylvtster  H.  Hebard,  tWil- 
liamL.  Hicks, Joseph HuDbaid,  John  Ruston.Fred- 
erick  P.  Ingalls'J  amss  A.Jackson,  Isaac  Jacobs, 
Charles  P.  Johu.-on,  SteDhenP.  Kelley,  Henry  P. 
Kennedy,  Frederick  P.  Kni>pp,  Rus-ell  R.  Knapp, 
John  T.  Laston,  *Abraham  M.  Leavitt,  *James 
P.  Leeds,  Nicholas  G.  Lynch,  fJohn  Mac  Con- 
nell,  William  D.  Martin,  John  Mav,*Henry  Mc- 
Donald, Jr.,  tWilliam  H.  Mcintosh,  *Saniael  Mc- 
intosh, *Ed»ardF.  Mecuen,  tBeniamin  Meriam, 
Michael  Merrick,  Jr.,  James  Miskelly,  George  B. 
Munroe,  Jotham  E.  Munroe,  Samuel  T.  Munroe, 
Alonzo  F.  Neale,  Aaron  F.  Nettletoa,  John  B. 
O'Brien,  Isaiah  Paine,  Jr.,  David  Patterson,  tWil- 
liam  S.  Pea  body,  George  B.  Proctor,  John  D. 
Reed,  jAusrustus  M.  Rice,  Edwin  Rice,  *Haauibal 
F.  Ripley,  John  Robie,  William  D.  Rockwood, 
John  Rogers,  Franklin  T.  Rose,  Joseph  Rowe, 
Burnh»m  Royce,  Geoige  H.  Royce,  Charles  Smith, 
Thomas  M.  Smito,  tEdward  R.  Smith,  Asa  Soutb- 
worth,  A.  Caamn  Southworth,  tEdward  B.  Spin- 
ney. George  P.  Stone,  James  R.  Stone,  William 
H.  Sroue,  Barry  Sullivan,  tDenis  A.  Sullivan. 
*Jeremiah  M.  S-t&tc,  Charles  S.  Tasker,  Henry 
Tavlor,  Charles  E.  To  *nsend,  George  W.  Tuckef- 
man,  *Charles  E.  Turner,  Wiluam  G.  Tvler,  JEI- 
bridge  (*.  Wallis,  Johnson  Warren,  William  H. 
Warreo.Jr.,  *SumoerP.  vfhite,  tGeorge  R.  Wil- 
)iams,  Wright  W.  Williams,  *Charles  S.  Wooffin- 
dale,  ^Abraham  G.  Wyman,  John  M.  Hodgate, 
Augustus  Gract,  Morris  "Walsh,  Frank  B.  Brown, 
William  K.  Jones,  tGeorge  W.  Conant,  tGeorge  P. 
Kiugsley,  tJ.  Edward  Priest,  Alvah  H.  Peters, 
Nathaniel  G.  Robinson,  Lebbeus  W.Smith,  Wil- 
liam Sherburne,  Joseph  Toiuaan,  Henry  Prentiss. 

Laid  over  for  one  week,  on  motion  of  Alderman 
Bigelow. 

COMPENSATION  FOR    TAKING  THE  CENSUS. 

The  following  was  received : 

Boston,  Sept.  20, 1875. 
To  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston:  Gen- 
.  tlemen — I  have  the  ho  nor  of  transmitting  herewith 
a  communication  from  the  Chief  of  ths  Bureau  of 
Statistics  of  Labor  relative  to  the  bill  of  Sampson, 
Daveoport  &  Co.  (which  is  also  enclosed),  for 
services  rendered  in  obtaining  the  decennial  cen- 
sus of  the  city  of  Bostoi..  I  would  recommend 
that  this  matter  receive  your  early  attention. 

Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor. 
Boston,  Sept.  20, 1875. 
Sir — The  enclosed  bill  and   lettei  from  Me-'srs. 
Sampson,  Davenpo  t  &  Co.,  relative  to  the  census 

♦Truant  Officers. 
.  tHealth  Department. 
^Collector's  Deputies. 


of  the  city  of  Boston  for  1875  are  respectfullj  re- 
ferred to  your  honor,  without  the  approval  re- 
quested. 

Ey  provision  of  chapter  93  Acts  of  1875,  the  cen- 
sus of  Boston  was  to  be  taken  by  agents  appoint- 
ed hi  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  Boston,  and 
such  agents  were  to  be  paid  out  of' the  treasury  of 
the  Commonwealth  'upon  ceitificate  of  the  Mayor 
of  said  city  of  the  number  of  days'  service  per- 
formed in  said  duty."  By  provisions  of  chapter 
37  Resolves  of  1875,  this  bureau  was  autborized  to 
appoint  agents  for  taking  the  census  of  the  State, 
"and  the  account  of  each  assessor  or  person  so 
employed  shall  be  verified  by  his  affidavit,  and  if 
apuroved  by  the  chief  of  said  bureau,  when  au- 
dited and  allowed  by  the  auditor,  saall  be  prid 
from  the  appropriation  made  for  that  purposa,  in 
an  act  of  tb°  p  eseut  year,  entitled  'an  a  t  mak- 
ing appropriations  to  meet  certaio  expenditures 
autlorized  the  present  year,  and  tor  other  pur- 
poses,' "  (see  chapttt  135  Acts  ot  1875). 

It  will  be  seen  readily,  that  while  all  agents  of 
this  bu/eau  are  obliged  to  make  iffldavit  to  their 
aci  ount',  those  of  the  city  of  Bostou  are  not,  and 
neither  law  ieferred  to,  authorizes  the  chief  of 
this  bureau  tu  approve  the  account  of  expenses 
in  taking  Boston's  census,  or  makes  the  pavment 
of  swell  expe  se  conditional  upon  his  approval, 
but  distinctly  provides  that  such  expense  shall 
be  paid  upon  certificate  of  the  Major.  Further- 
more, the  appropriation  bill  ieferred  to  does  not 
make  provision  for  any  paymeut  of  expenses  in- 
curred under  chapter  93,  (1875)  upon  the  certificate 
of  the  May  or,  etc. 

In  view  of  these  points,  I  am  forcea,  against 
my  disposition,  to  aim  at  the  following  conclu- 
sions : 

First; — The  law  does  not  authorize  my  approval 
of  the  enclosed  bill,  or  predicate  the  payment  of 
same  upon  such  approval;  and 

Second — S!  ould  I  approve  it,  no  appropriation 
has  been  made  to  meet  the  same. 

This  state  of  affairs  was  clearly  pointed  out  to 
and  discussed  with  the  chai"man,,on  part  of  Coun- 
cil of  the  city's  Committee  on  Census,  prior  to  ad- 
journment of  tue  Lcirislatuie  of  1875. 

Allow  me  to  add  that  the  bill  is,  so  far  as  I  can 
judge,  a  reasonable  one,  and  would  be  approved 
at  once    were   it  not   for   the    objections  stated, 
which  to  my  mind  positively  foibid  such  action 
on  my  part;  and  I  would  also  take  this  opportuni- 
ty to  thank  your  honor  and  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men for  their   heartv  cooperation  in  securing  a 
perfect  census  of  the  State. 
With  highest  regards, 
Ian,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant. 

Carroll  D.  Wright, 

Chief. 

Hon.  Samuel  C.  Cobb, 

Mayor  of  City  of  Boston. 

Read  and  referred  to  Committee  on  Census  and 
Division  ot  Wards.    Sent  down. 

HEARINGS  ON  ORDERS  OF  NOTICE. 

Metropolitan  Railroad  Turn-out  Tracks.  The 
petition  of  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  for 
const; uction  of  turnouts  on  Tremont  street,  Ward 
15,  and  on  Hancock  street,  Ward  16,  was  consider- 
ed on  aa  order  of  notice.  No  one  appeared  to  ob- 
ject, ard  the  petition  « as  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Paving. 

Metropolitan  Tracks  in  Court  Street.  The  peti- 
tion for  the  removal  of  the  horse-car  tracks  in 
Court  street,  and  that  said  street  be  paved  with 
wood,  was  considered  on  an  order  of  notice. 

Mr.  C.  F.  Donnelly  apt. eared  for  himself  and  as- 
sociates in  the  petition.  He  said  the  petition  of 
the  company  for  this  ttack  was  grafted  Oct.  20, 
1870;  but  not  till  March,  1874,  did  they  request  a 
perron  to  have  it  laid,  ad  theo  only  for  tempora- 
ry purcos^s,  for  sixty  days,  during  the  change  of 
grade  in  Cornhill.  About  this  time  a  bill  in  equity 
was  filed  in  the  Supreme  Court  by  the  Adams  Ex- 
press Company,  which  is  still  pending.  The  ten- 
ants and  occupants  on  Court  street  have  waited 
patiently  ever  sines  for  the  removal  of  the  track. 
Mr.  Donnelly  rehearsed  the  recent  action  in  the 
Board  on  tne  subject.  They  had  been  informed 
that  a  new  pavement  was  about  to  be  laid,  and 
recognized  ir,  as  a  good  time  to  petition  for  the 
removal  of  the  tracks' and  for  a  wooden  pavement 
instead  of  stone.  He  had  associated  with  him 
many  prominent  owners  and  occupants  on  that 
street,  but  wnuld  first  call  on  the  policemen  sta- 
tioned in  that  vicinity. 

Sergeant  |Solomon  S.  Foster  of  Station  2  said 
the  track  affected  travel  by  blocking  up  the  street 
with  cars  and  teams;  he  had  seen  no  blocking  in 
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Corohill ;  the  most  blocks  oc  Court  street  are  be- 
tween Court  squat  e  ami  Washington  street.  To 
Mr.  Richards,  president  ot  toe  Metropolitan  Rail- 
road Company,  tie  said  the  Wo.  ks  were  not  always 
caused  bv  the  cars;  toe  coaches  go  oftener  than 
the  cars:  many  teams  stop  there,  most  of  them 
express  teams;  he  thoughl  the  cars  caused  the 
most  blocks,  b  cause  they  cannot  turn  out.  He 
had  made  the  same  statement  to  the  Committee 
on  Paving.  To  Alderman  Worthii  gfou  he  said  he 
did  n't  think  more  than  four  cars  an  hour  went 
through  there. 

Ofnc-T  Mark  Wnite,  stationed  for  a  year  at  the 
corner  of  Court  and  Washington  streets,  said  the 
least  cuing  causes  an  obstruction  on  either  side  of 
the  ti  ack ;  last  summer  there  was  a  gieat  deal  of 
trouble,  but  this  summer  not  so  much,  because 
there  are  not  so  many  cars;  thr.  e  teams  can  pass 
abreast  on  that  street;  ar.  the  ioter--eclioo  of 
Washington  and  Court  streets,  the  car  drivers  uy 
to  get  aheaa  of  each  other,  ana  one  hasto  stop  and 
thac  often  causes  a  clock;  slipoing  and  siding 
are  sometimes  caused  by  teams  crossing:  the  track. 

OfHce*  Bean  of  Station  2,  stationed  for  the 
past  thirty  oays  on  Oouri,  WasLiagton  and  Bivttle 
streets  and  Cornhili,  thought  Court  street  blocked 
a  great  deal  by  the  cars  comiug  through  there; 
tbe  teams  used  to  slice  about  a  gteacdeal,  becau?e 
of  the  pavement  being  lower  than  the  track,  but 
that  is  remedied  ;  the  track  obstructs  travel  when 
teams  are  crossing  the  street,  out  he  ha^i  not  seen 
a  great  deal  of  the  sliding  within  thirty  days;  he 
did  n't  think  the  street  touM  block  up  p o  much  if 
ths  track  is  removed.  To  Mr.  Richards  he  said  he 
thought  there  is  more  tra\  el  through  Court  street 
than  Cornhili  or  Brattle  street;  there  are  tour  cars 
an  hour  thiough  Couit  street,  but  he  was  not 
aware  the  coaches  made  580  cups  a  cay  through 
there;  he  would  not  state  chat  the  cars  do  alt  the 
bio  king;  he  did  n't  think  there  is  anv  place  on 
WashmgtoQ  street  where  there  is  so  much  travel 
as  in  Court  street.  To  Mr.  Donnelly  he  said  he 
was  there  during  the  chaage  of  th9  tracks  a  year 
ago,  and  noticed  the  great  block  then. 

Mr.  Warren  P.  Tyler,  doing  Business  for  twenty- 
one  ysars  on  Court  street,  one  of  the  firm  of  Tyler 
&  Studley,  said  he  had  said  *o  the  Paving  Com- 
mittee that  the  Metropolitan  road  throa^o  that 
street  was  a  nuisance.  The  roj.d  holds  the  centre 
of  the  street,  and  if  the  car  was  n't  there  the 
teams  and  coaches  could  go  in  and  out ;  he  cud  n't 
know  so  crowded  a  place  in  Boston,  and  he  had 
made  a  business  of  observing  it;  the  place  has 
change  1  on  account  of  the  teams;  customers 
don't  come  there  in  carriages,  a&d  he  always  went 
up  to  the  Common  to  meet  his  own  carriage;  the 
street  is  too  narrow  for  so  much  business,  when 
the  express  teams  nod  coaches  are  going  in  and 
out  so  much  ;  it  is  crowded  io  the  roadway  and  on 
the  sidewalks.  To  Mr.  Richards  he  said  he 
looked  upon  it  io  a  broader  view  than  a  mere 
detrimeot  to  his  business;  it  is  not  so  pleasant  a 
place  for  his  business  as  it  was;  he  did  n't  think 
there  was  room  enough  for  the  coaches,  which  he 
had  advocated  taking  away. 

Mr.  Donnelly  read  Tetters  from  the  president  of 
the  National  Exchange  Bank  the  directors  of 
Merchants'  National  Bank,  and  Heniy  J.  Gard- 
ner, in  favor  ot  the  removal. 

Mr.  Patrick  Moley,  mem  tier  of  the  Common 
Council  from  Ward  19,  was  familiar  with  the 
place;  he  thought  the  track  gieatly  affected 
travel;  a  good  many  times  he  went  au other  way, 
being  afraid;  a  short  time  ago  he  went  there  with 
a  valuable  horse,  and  tber-  was  a  great  jan  of 
cats  and  teams;  the  track  is  an  obstruction  in 
any  narrow  street,  and  in  Court  street  affects  the 
travel  very  much,  and  should  be  removed.  To 
Mr.  Richards  he  said  no  other  streets  are  so  bad 
as  Court  street;  he  did  not  object  to  tracks  in 
wide  stieets,  though  they  were  a  detriment  to 
teams;  he  saw  one  block  in  Court  street  the  key 
to  which  be  thought  was  a  car. 

Benjamin  P.  Winslow,  formerly  for  many  years 
a  director  of  the  Lynn  &  Boston  Railroad,  saiu  he 
favored  good  facilities  for  horse  railroads,  but  a 
track  in  Court  street  should  not  be  tolerated.  The 
suburbs  are  pouring  thsh  reams  into  Court  street, 
which  is  like  thefneck  of  an  hour  glass,  the  sole 
avenue  for  the  travel  from  onejpart  of  the  city  to 
the  other;  there  is  ample  room  mother  streets  for 
the  i  ailroads;  it  the  other  car  linej  from  the  sub- 
urbs insist  on  coming  farther  into  tbe  city,  he 
did  not  know  where  we  should  be  if  they  come 
through  this  street;  the  track  in  Brattle  street 
was  taken  up  because  it  was  not  used,  but  there  is 
no  difficultv  about  using  that  street. 

Andrew  Lawrence,  doing  business  in  Cornhili 


for  twentv-five  years,  said  he  had  seen  no  obstruc- 
tion to  travel  ia  that  street,  and  judged  a  good 
many  more  cai s  might  po  there.  To  Mr.  Richards 
he  said  mat  he  appeared  before  the  Committee  on 
Pavmg  as  a  witness  for  Adams  &  Co,,  to  state 
that  no  inconvenience  would  accrue  to  h .  ui  if  more 
cai  s  went  through  Cornhili. 

Leopold  Morse  said  he  had  been  told  he  had 
signod  a  petition  for  the  track  to  remain  iu  Court 
street,  and  came  to  deny  tn*  r  he  had  signed  any 
such  petition.  He  was  not  prepared  to  speak  on 
the  question  under  consideracion. 

Gardner  Warren,  paving  contractor,  who  is 
in  charge  of  the  paving  of  Court  street,  said  the 
cost  of  taking:  up  the  paving  would  be  $200,  if  the 
ties  were  not  taken  up— that  is,  the  relaying  of 
the  blocks  would  be  $200,  and  if  the  ties  are  takm 
up  it  wou'd  be  $50  more;  a  man  came  there 
Thursdav  and  uanced  the  track  paved  immedi- 
ately, and  he  considered  chat  a  notice  trom  the 
railroad  company  to  pave  the  t  ack;  the  party 
stated  that  he  came  from  tbe  president  of  the 
Metropolitan  road.  To  Mi.  Richatds  he  said  tie 
went  to  his  [Mr.  R.'s]  office  in  regard  to  the  track, 
and  it  was  left  so  thst  Mr.  R.  should  notify  him  ; 
nothing  was  said  about  bavins'  it  none  by  Mon- 
day; it  was  a  regular  business  transaction ;  the 
mst  of  putting  the  street  back  again  would  be 
$250,  ami  he  would  agree  to  do  it  foi  that. 

Mi.  Donnelly  railsc  for  Mr.  Cloutrnan,  the  clerk 
of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad,  and  stated  that  he 
had  summoned  him  ucder  the  statute.  He  de- 
sired lo  see  the  record  .  f  the  directors  and  tne 
stock  book  of  the  corporation. 

Mr.  Richards  said  he  did  not  propose  to  produce 
his  stoo*  book  and  lecords  forttie  curio  ity  or  any 
justice  of  the  peace  who  desires  co  see  them ;  but 
if  the  Aldermen  desire  to  see  them  he  would  be 
hapny  to  show  them.  If  to-  Board  insisted  on 
having  the  books  publicly  shown  he  intimated  that 
he  =bould  prefer  to  pay  the  fine  of  disobedience. 

Mr.  Donnelly  said  the  subpoena  wai  regularly 
issued  by  a  justice  of  the  peace,  in  accordance 
with  the  statute,  and  thought  the  Board  aad  a 
perfect  right  co  the  evidence. 

,  Mr.  Richards  said  he  would  show  the  books  to 
members  of  the  Board,  but  did  n't  propose  to 
bring  them  at  the  call  of  any  and  every  justice  of 
the  peace. 

The  Chairman— Does  tbe  Chaii  understand  the 
gentleman  to  request  this  Board  to  send  for  the 
officers  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad? 

Mr.  Donnelly— I  doat  think  the  Metropolitan 
Railroad  are  above  the  law  any  more  than  any  in- 
dividual citizen. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  does  not  understand 
that  the  Board  of  Aldermen  have  anything  to  do 
with  the  summons  of  witnesses  to  this  healing, 
and  it  is  for  them  to  decide  whether  or  no  those 
officers  shall  be  sent  for. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  would  suggest  that 
we  go  on  and  hear  the  witnesses  who  are  here. 
This  is  a  matter  that  we  shall  need  more  time  to 
discuss. 

Mr.  Donnelly  asked  Mr.  Richards  if  there  was 
anytoing  in  the  recoras  of  the  company  authoriz- 
ing him  to  appear  as  a  remonstrant  against  this 
petition. 

Mr.  Richaros  said  no  such  vote  baa  been  taken; 
he  appeared  as  president  to  look  after  the  inter- 
ests of  the  road,  as  required  by  the  by-laws. 

Mr.  Donnelly  said  that  as  there  is  no  record  of 
such  vote,  he  did  n't  understand  that  the  compa- 
ny is  remonstrating  against  the  removal.  The 
only  way  to  ascertain  the  status  of  the  load  is  by 
its  record ;  whether  Mr.  Richards  appeared  as  an 
individual  or  Dot,  he  did  not  know. 

Mr.  Richards  saiu  he  came  in  obedience  to  the 
the  order  of  the  Board,  as  in  the  first  case;  the 
by-laws  require  him  to  look  after  the  interests  of 
the  company. 

Mr.  Donnelly  said  he  would  waive  the  question 
of  the  stock  books  of  the  company.  He  said  a  re- 
monstrance w&s  filed,  and  he  oesired  to  see 
whether  they  had  any  pecuniary  interest  in  the 
matter. 

Mr.  Richards  said  none  of  them  had  any  ioteiest 
in  the  company. 

John  J.  Dyei,  of  tbe  New  England  News  Com- 
pany, thought  the  track  a  great  inconvenience  to 
travel  on  the  street,  which  is  a  great  thoroughfare 
to  tbe  West  End;  it  should  be  removed. 

Francis  E.  Parker  of  42  Ccutt  street  had  had  an 
opportunity  to  observe  the  effect  of  the  track  on 
travel;  unless  there  is  some  strong  public  necessi- 
ty there  should  not  be  a  horse  railroad  track  in 
that  street ;  the  sidewalks  are  preitv  much  occu- 
pied by  the  Mechanics'  Exchange,  arid  unless  peo- 
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pie  can  use  the  roadway  fbe.v  will  suffer  a  great 
delay;  at  1  P.  M.  Saturday  136  p  rsons  were  stand- 
ing on  the  sidewalk.  To  Mr.  Richards  he  said  he 
objected  to  all  obstructions;  aDd  it  he  ever  drove 
through  Court  sueet  he  would  have  an  additional 
reason  for  wishing  the  removal  of  the  track;  both 
the  exchange  *nd  the  idilroad  wer>-  very  respecta- 
ble, and  be  did  n't  caie  ro  say  which  he  preferred 
should  be  removed  first. 

Robert  M.  Lilly,  located  on  Court  street  for 
tbirtv  years,  at  the  cornet  of  Cornhil1,  thougl.t 
the  obstruction  very  creat  in  Court  street,  but  had 
never  s»  en  any  in  Coi  ohill. 

Jamtis  Sturgis,  located  i  Seais  Building  for  six 
ye ■  rs,  said  his  office  is  in  (be  second  stcry;  he 
his  jnany  business  visitors;  whenever  taere'  is  an 
obstiuction  they  hear  a  great  deal  of  swearing, 
and  if  there  are  any  women  about  his  windows, 
have  1 1  go  down,  for  .le  sw- axing  is  very  lustv 
a«a  dirty;  Coait  street  is  tne  only  lev- 1  street 
in  that  sectior,  and  is  always  fall  of  teams. 
To  Mr.  Richards  he  said  he  appeared  sole.'y 
on  account  of  the  blasphemous  noise,  but  he 
never  heard  any  sweating  from  the  Metropolitan . 
drivers;  hackmen,  expressmen  and  teamsters, ' 
particuiaiH  those  from  New  Hampshire,  ao  the 
haraest  swearing  when  there  are  blocks ;  he  con- 
curred iii  the  belief  ti  at  the  cars  caused  the 
greater  number  of  blocks,  because  they  coulo  not 

fet  about;    a  car  Divides  travel  aDd  puts  it  into 
wo  lines,  g  rerally,  but   he   oid   not   think  the 
cars  in  this  case  an  advantage  to  travel,  because 
the  teams  cannot  always   pass    between  the  cur. 
and  the  curb. 

John  Shepard,  or  Sh°.pard  &  No:»ell,  Winter 
street,  said  he  frequently  duves  through  Court 
st  eet  at  noon,  and  finds  it  crowded  and  difficult 
to  get,  through  ;  horse-railroad  tracks  are  a  nni- 
s&rce  in  every  narrow,  crowued  street;  the  tracks 
cutch  the  wheels  of  a  wagon  anJ  throw  n  around; 
the  interest  of  citizens  demands  cne  removal  of 
this  track;  his  wife  will  not  drive  tnrough  Court 
street,  when  coming  down  to  do  business.  To 
Mr.  Ricbaids  he  said  his  general  allusion  to  the 
car  tracks  was  from  ooserv&tion;  he  liked  horse 
railroads  for  convenience,  but  did  not  like  the 
tracks  in  stieeis  he  drives  in. 

Mr.  Donnelly  put  io  the  various  petitions  filed 
in  tne  former  case,  ar.d  in  opposition  to  which  he 
said  he  could  only  flna  one  remonstrance  witn 
twelve  or  fifteen  names.  This  closed  the  case  for 
thP  petitioners. 

Mr.  Richards  said  he  was  in  nopes  he  would  not 
have  to  trespass  upon  the  time  of  the  board  irt  re- 
gard to  this  vexed  question ;  but  hs  would  refreso 
their  memories  by  touching  upon  points  presented 
at  the  previous  hearing,  though  he  would  not  have 
appeared  at  all  if  he  bad  known  that  no  new  facts 
were  to  be  presented.  He  denied  t';at  the  track 
was  a  temporary  one;  it  was  the  twenty-sixth  lo- 
cation, and  was  granted  as  a  permanent  one  after 
a  full  hearing  and  a  fair  and  square  vote  of  the 
board;  for  want  of  money  or  some  other  reason 
they  had  oot "built  it  for  several  years,  and  then 
whevj  the  trouble  came  they  found,  it  -»as  just 
what  they  wanted,  and  thev  tesponded  » ith  alac- 
rity to  the  call  of  the  Paviog  Department.  The 
value  of  the  track  is  in  its  being  an  auxiliary— a 
siding — to  be  used  in  case  of  an  emergency,  as 
when  Jordan  &  Marsh's  store  was  burning,  they 
ran  the  cars  through  Essex  street,  instead  of  up 
to  Sumcuet,  and  there  was  no  delay.  They  have 
to  carry  65.000  people  a  dav,  pressing  upon  them 
from  all  sections.  The  question  has  passed  to  that 
of  a  monopoly  of  the  tracks;  but  he  would  not 
take  up  the  tim a  in  discussing  it.  He  was  not 
there  to  make  an  issue  of  one  corporation  against 
another.  The  point  is  that  the  Adams  Expiess 
is  at  the  bottom  of  this  movement,  and 
they  bad  declared  they  would  spend  $25,000 
to  get  the  tracks  temoved.  Hi  hoped 
some  of  the  gentlemen  aid  not  make  the 
remarks  attributed  to  them  at  the  meeting  the 
oth&r  oighc.  Does  any  one  suppose  that  sixty  cars 
in  onestreet  are  noinconvenience,andtourcarsin 
another  street  not  an  inconvenience?  If  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving  voted  away  their  track  in  Court 
street  he  would  not  think  they  were  for  acting  so 
dishonestly.  He  had  heard  a  great  deal  of  the  in- 
decent haste  in  the  road  paving  Court  street;  but 
it  was  the  first  time  the  Committee  on  Paving  ever 
complained  that  they  did  anything  the  road  were 
told  to.  They  are  told  the  committee  do  not  no- 
tice Adams  &  Co.  in  this  matter,- which  it  was  best 
they  should  not,  for  if  tney  did  that  com- 
pany would  be  out  of  the  street  in  a 
short  time.  Adams  &  Co.  are  the  head 
and  f'tont  of  all  this,  it  was  not  surprising  that 


Mr.  Donnelly  should  appear  here  to  argue  the 
case  for  them.  Mr.  R'Ciiarcs  wuuld  not  tire  the 
Board  with  rehearsing  the  evidence  in  the  case; 
but  if  the  Board  ordered  the  tracks  up.  up  thsy 
would  come,  and  neither  the  president  nor  any  Di- 
rector of  the  company,  or  stockholder  would  think 
for  a  moment  but  chat  the  Aldermen  were  actiug 
upon  their  honest  convictions,  or  had  suffered 
themselves  to  be  unfairly  influenced. 

Mr.  Donnelly  flung  back  tne  suggestion  that,  he 
appeared  both  as  counsel  and  petitiorer;  the  sug- 
gestion that  Mr.  Adorns  intended  to  spend  $25,000 
means  'bat  he  intends  to  corrupt  some  member  of 
this  Boai  d.  He  had  never  heard  it  suggested  that 
Adams  &  Co.  would  corrupt  anybody;  but  it  is  a 
by-word  tnat  the  Metropolitan  road  is  the  vehicle 
of  corruption  and  rascality.  If  Adams  &  Co.  are 
to  spend  $25,000,  lie  wa  tea  to  kno*  what  the  Met- 
ropolitan did  last  yeai  ivith  the  $116,000  spent 
for  geueral  salaries.  He  left  it  to  the 
Board  and  citizens  ol  Bosiou  to  determine. 
Hethougntthe  least  the  corporation  could  do 
woul  i  be  to  pass  a  vote  authorizing  the  president 
to  appear  lie  e.  Mr.  Donnelly  read  statistics 
showing  that  the  Metropolitan  roao  killed  last 
year  nineteen  yjasseogers  and  twelve  others,  while 
the  P.  oviience  roaa,  with  double  the  business, 
killea  only  f  mo  passengers  and  eight  others,  the 
abutters  on  Coutt  streat  have  long  felt  aggrieved 
by  the  tracks  there.  The  petitioners  do  not  in- 
dorse the  remarks  made  at  the  meeting  the  other 
evening,  and  they  wholly  disavow  and  re 
pudtate  them.  Mr.  Donnelly  then  spoke 
of  the  crowded  condition  or  Couit  stieet,  and  the 
alleged  nuisance  created  thers,  saying  that  he 
would  consent  to  the  tracks  remaining  if  it  were 
a  necessity.  Toe  plea  that  the  track  would  be 
useful  m  case  of  fire  was  like  the  old  woman  buy- 
ing turniture  at  an  auction  because  it  would  be 
handy  to  have  in  tne  housQ.  The  tenarts  and  oc- 
cupant- have  no  one  to  appeal  to  for  justice  but 
the  Board;  but  ne  diu  jot  believe  any  member 
will  nave  acted  unfaiilv  in  his  office  if  the  peti- 
tioners have  leave  to  withdraw. 

This  closed  the  heari  ng. 

Aldermaa  Power— I  suppose  it  is  entirely  un- 
necessary to  say  anything  upon  this  subject,  it 
having  been  before  the  boara  so  often.  That  no 
further  time  arav  be  taken  up,  I  move  that  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioners  be  granted,  and  that  the 
track  be  removed  from  Court  street.  On  that  I 
ask  tor  the  yeas  and  nays 

Alderman  Prescott — I  do  not  desire  go  discuss 
this  matter.  It  is  well  known,  or  it  has  Deen  stat- 
ed, that  the  principal  party  taking  an  interest  in 
this  matter  i<  Mr.  Waldo  Adams,  the  manager  of 
the  Adams  Express  Company.  I  was  disappointed 
that  he  was  not  called  as  a  witness  tbis  evening, 
and  I  should  like,  with  the  consent  of  the  board, 
to  have  the  privilege  of  asking  him  one  or  two 
questions  upon  this  suoject.  I  believe  he  is  in  the 
ball. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Pie'scott  the  Board 
voted  to  request  Mr.  Adams  to  appear,  wuich  he 
did. 

A'aermau  Prescott— The  question  I  desire  to 
ask  is  this,  Whetner  you  statec.  at  a  meeting  in 
this  city  last  week,  the  following,  or  weds  to  that 
effect:  "Alaige  numbei  of'nroperty  owners  and 
business  men  were  ir  suited  and  ignoreo  by  six 
Aldermen  whom  you  believed  were  bought  up  in 
the  interest  of  tha  horse  radroads?" 

Mr.  Adams — I  aid  Dot,  sir. 

Alderman  Prescott— Did  you  not  krow  that  such 
a  statement  had  been  made  'n  pnnt? 

Mr.  Adams— I  knew  it  was  made  in  print. 

Alderman  Prescott— And  you  h  .ve  not  contra- 
dicted it? 

Mr.  Adams — I  have  not,,  sir.  I  didn't  suppose 
there  was  any  occasion  for  it. 

Alderman  Prescott — Have  you  made  the  state- 
ment that  you  woulr;  spend  $20,000  or  $25,000  if 
necessary  to  have  the  tracks  removed  from  Court 
stieet? 

Mr.  Adams — I  made  such  a  statement  confiden- 
tially do  Mr.  Richards,  when  he  was  first  electea 
president  of  the  raihoad.  He  was  a  frie-d  of 
mine,  and  I  told  him  I  was  glad  be  was  elected 
president  of  the  road,  and  that  I  supposed  that  the 
track  would  ce  abandoned,  as  he  couli  see  the 
necessity  of  giving  up  the  stxee'  to  public  travel, 
r supposed  I  was  talking  to  a  friend  ana  a  gentle- 
man. My  remark  grew  oat  of  the  fact  that  we 
were  in  the  Supreme  Court, and  my  idea  was  to  go 
to  "Washington  and  spend  the  money  there  in  get- 
ting justice,  if  we  could  not  get  it  here.  So  far  as 
spending  it  in  Boston,  by  bribery,  I  never  intend- 
ed anything  of  the  kind. 
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Alderman  Prescott— Wil  vera  tell  me  whether 
th*  puclrshej  report  of  the  meeting  i  eld  ia  this 
citv  last  week  was  co.rect? 

Mr.  Ad'tos — I  don't  think  me  ieport  was  gener- 
ally correct;  it  was  misstate  i  and  misrepiesmted. 

3Jderinau  Prescott— This  statement  is  mane  by 
a  p -pei  with  a  circulation  of  a  hundred  thousaod, 
a:d  thsre  has  benu  do  contradiction. 

Mr.  Adams— There  was  a  statement  made  theie 
hy  Mr.  Morse— I  oever  saw  bim  before— whien  I 
eon-ioered  a  pretty  bioad  statement.  I  told  bim 
tbeo  he  ought  not  co  bave  stio  so,  and  I  think  ba 
is  sor'y  for  it.  But  toat  has  nothing  to  do  with 
me,  tbe  petitioners  or  the  expr  ss  company. 

The  question  was  upon  Alderm^  Fow.-r's,  mo- 
tion to  grant  the  petition. 

Aloe<  man  Haris— Haviog  acted  opoD  this  mat- 
ter once  bef  or- ,  I  would  like  the  mlingof  tbe 
Chair,  whether  it  can  be  entettnm  d  again. 

The  Chairman— In  the  opinion  of  the  Chair  it  is 
perfectly  in  order.  If  any  exemptions  to  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  this  saoject  were  t~>  oe 
taken  it  should  have  been  done  ac  the  previous 
meeting. 

The  motion,  to  giant  the  petition  was  lost— yeas 
6,  navs  6. 

teas — Ald«rmen  Ligelow,  Burrage,  Clark, 
O'Brieu,  Power,  Qumcy — 6. 

Nays — Aldermen  Harris,  Pope,  Piescott,  Steo- 
bins,Viles,  Worthinoton — 6. 

Late-"  in  the  session  Alderman  Steb'cins  offered 
the  following: 

Ordered,  I'nat  notice  be  given  to  the  Metropoli- 
tan Company  to  discontinue  the  use  of  their 
tracks  in  Court  street,  except  in  cases  of  emer- 
gency. 

Read  once. 

Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad.  The 
petitions  tor  ao  assessmeo-  of  damages  to  sundry 
parties  tor  construction  of  the  Boston,  Revere 
Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad  over  their  premises  at 
East  B  s:on  was  considered  on  an  order  of  notice. 

Messrs.  P.  &..  Collins,  J.  A.  Maxwell  ani  J^.mes 
L.  Walsh  appeared  for  »ui  dry  petitioners,  and 
Edward  L.  Pierce  for  the  railroad  company. 

Alderman  Stebbins  asked  it  it  was  inten  ted  to 
go  on  and  as?ess  carnages  tonight,  or  whether 
nominal  damages  of  one  dollar  should  be  as- 
sessed, that  the  ense  might  be  taken  to  a  cigber 
court. 

Mr.  Collins  hoped  the  Board  would  do  as  they 
pleased  He  supposed  chat  nominal  damages 
would  be  assessed  and  they  could  go  to  a  jury  if 
they  were  not  satisfied  with  a  dollar  apiece." 

Mr.  Maxwell  had  undQrstood  that  the  counsel 
tor  the  companv  denied  ths  right  to  assess  dam- 
ages on  land  not  .  aken  for  tbe  road  and  affected 
only  by  g*-ade  damages.  This  question  he  desired 
the  Board  to  decide,  and  he  also  demanded  that 
the  road  giv'  bond  and  security  to  hi.-  clients,  sat- 
isfactory to  the  Board,  tor  the  payment  of  any 
daanages  to  be  heieafter  avaroed. 

Mr.  Pierce  h*i,d  no  objection  to  tne  assessment 
of  nominal  damages  in  cases  where  lanri  was 
taken,  and  fcr  that  they  would  give  ample  securi- 
ty. But  some  of  th^se  parties  have  not  the  re- 
motest claim,  the  grade  not  having  been  raised  in 
front  of  their  estates.  They  have  about  as  much 
claim  as  a  man  on  Bromfield  street  would  have  if 
the  city  should  iaise>  tbe  grade  of  the  Boston  & 
Albany  Railroad  at  Washington  street,  and  he  ob- 
jected to  the  prestige  of  even  a  nominal  assess- 
ment of  $1  damages. 

Mr.  Collins  said  if  Mi.  Piene  lived  on  Everett 
street,  and  had  his  property  injured  by  a  wildcat 
railroad,  he  would  think  differently.  Real  estate 
men  saifl  <  he  property  had  been  ne'preciated  one- 
half  in  value.  The  citizens  bail  been  outrages  bv 
the  illegal  acts  of  this  corporation,  and  it  would 
be  so  characterized  by  toe  coiporatioa. 

Mr.  Pierce  was  surpnsea  that  counsel  should 
bring  in  these  remote  matters.  The  cnrpoiation 
had  fulfilled  every  order  ot  tbe  Boar. ;  the  grade 
of  i he  street  had  been  changed  according  to  a 
plan  referred  to  in  the  <>ra-r  of  location.  Th?y 
would  give  l'gal  fecunty  for  all  legal  claim--,  but 
would  not  entertain  a<  y  sentimental  claims. 

Mr.  Maxwell  said  if  the  Board  decided  to  take 
jurisdiction  the  security  should  be  given.  The 
jurisdiction  ot  the  Board  nan  been  definitely  de- 
cided by  the  Sopreaie  Court  in  a  case  almost  iden- 
tical with  this. 

Mr.  Pierce  said  the  board  had  jurisdiction  to 
assess  damages  for  legal  claimants;  but  here  are 
netitioners  vvho4  oave  claims  that  the  l*w  never 
recognized. 

Ibe  legal  points  involved  Were  argued  at  some 


length  by  tbe  counsel,  and  Alderman  Wo  thington 
sugeested  a  postponement  of  one  week. 

Alderman  Power  suggested  that  tie  matter 
could  better  Se  investigated  by  some  committee, 
in  which  Alderman  Stebbins  'concurr-  d.  and  it 
was  tacitlv  agreed  that  nominal  damages  should 
be  assessed  ii  those  cases  where  land  was  taken. 

Alderman  Worthing*  on  offered  the  toll  owing: 

Upon  the  oetitions  of  Denni'  Nolan,  Dennis 
Nolen  and  Jeremiah  Crowley,  France  M'Grath 
ana  Joho  C.  Crowley,  praying  this  Board  to  esti- 
mate the  damages  occasioned  to  tbem  respective- 
ly bv  the  Bostjn,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad, 
by  the  taking  of  then  land  as  ii  said  petitions 
particularly  set  forth,  it  now  appears  that  the 
said  Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lvnn  Railroad  have 
been  dulv  notified  of  the  pendency  of  said  peti- 
tions, it  is 

Ordeiea,  That  the  damages  to  the  said  petition- 
ers respectively  by  the  Boston,  Revere  Beach  & 
Lynn  Railroac  be  estimated  at  the  sum  of  one 
dollar. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  10  purchase  of  the  heirs  of  J. 
H.  Billings  and  others  1600  feet  of  land,  more  or 
less,  situated  on  Mt  Vernon  stieet,  West  Rox- 
burv,  adjoining  the  Mt.  Vernon  Grammar  School- 
house,  at  a  cost  tot  excetding  the  sum  ot  nine 
a' d  one  quartrr  c<nits  pei  squaie  foot,  and  erect 
thereon  an  engine  bouse  froai  pla;  s  approved  by 
the  Board  of  Iflne  Commi-sioners,  at  an  estimated 
cost  for  land  and  builCmg  of  $5000,  the  expense  to 
be  charged  to  the  approoiiation  already  provided 
for  that  purpase. 

Read  t  ><>ice  and  passed. 

The  other  claims  were  then  .  eferred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps — Otis  D^ury,  ti  us- 
tee,  that  street  lamps  be  placed  in  Alger  street 
(so  called),  io  South  Boston. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims— James  A. 
Kemp  for  compensation  for  defective  sewerage  in 
Kemp  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings—  Edward  F.  Meany  for  leave  to 
eri-ct'a  wooden  building  on  Wareham  street, Ward 
10. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Petitions  tor  leave  to  occupy  stables  as 
follows:  Marks  &  Payne,  new  wooden  stable, 
eight  horses,  Fredeuca  street,  Waidl6;  Barnes, 
Gill  &  Co.,  brick  stable,  five  additional  horse",  in 
vard  of  United  States  Hotel;  Levi  W.  Shaw,  old 
wooden  stabh,  one  horse,  East  Dover  street;  E. 
M.  Loveland,  new  wooden  stabl.?,  one  horse,  Allen 
stre  t,  Ward  17;  John  D.  Dodge,  new  wooden 
stable,  tm-pe  horses,  615  Sixth  street;  D.  F.Comee, 
oM  wooden  stable,  mie  horse,  352  Charies  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Owen  McEnery, 
for  award  of  damages  by  Boston,  Revere  Beach  & 
Lynn  Railroad  Company. 

'William  Line  ban,  et  al.,  complaining  of  illegal 
acts  by  the  Boston,  Reveie  Beach  &  Lynn  Rail- 
road Conpany,  by  unr.ecessanly  obstructing  Ev- 
erett stieet.  East  Boston. 

Unity  McLaugbli  ,  Pntrick  McFreely,  William 
and  Mary  Linehan, Cornelius  Cronio,  John  oober- 
ty,  Jr.,  Isabella  Nolan  and  Dennis  Nolan,  for  as- 
ses-nuentof  damages  and  security  from  Boston, 
Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad  Company. 

William  D.  Rockwood,  et  al.,  for  crosswalks  »<t 
junction  of  Old  Harbor,  Telegraph  ai.d  Thomas 
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Elizabeth  G.  Smith,  to  be  paidjtor  grade  dam- 
ages on  Eliot  street.  Ward  17. 

Dani<-1  Osborn,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Foster  street,  Ward  19. 

R.  H.Waters  &  Co.,  that  Central  street,  between 
Broad  and  India  streets,  be  paved  with  wood. 

Petitions  f  :r  bric'i  sidewalks  in  fioni  of  estates 
of  <Teorge  H.  J.  Bickmann.  36  New  Heath  street; 
William  C.  Cary,  9  Decatur  street.  Chariestown; 
Metropolitan  Railroad  Company,  W arret,  coiner 
Edgeworth  street;  Eliza  Dunging,  60  Baxter 
street;  Jarret  Duncan,  84  Seventh  street;  Josiah 
S.  Potrer,  661  Beiningtoa  street;  Moody  Merrill,. 
15  Dale  street;  James  Carev,  19  Pa Imei  street; 
Caroline  Simmons,  82  Seventh  street. 

Petitions  for  edge-tones  and  brick  sidewalks  in 
front  of  estates  of  Sarah  J.  Duard,  191  Centre 
street;  Asa  H.  Caton,  West  Chester  park  w>st  or 
Columbus  avenue;  Ira  Bradley,  on  corner  of  War- 
wick and  Sterling  streets;  Joseph  Swallow,  West 
Chester  park  we  t  of  Columbus  avenue;  City  of 
Boston,  Hudson  and  Harvard  streets. 
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Petitions  for  edgestones  in  front  ot  ectates  of 
Annie  M.  Harris  Townsend  street;  John  VT .  Call, 
Starr  stieet;  William  A.  Connelly,  to*  leave  to 
place  a  post  in  sidewalk,  of  1892  Washington  st.eet. 

Cbarle«  J.  Page,  et  til.,  that  the  culveits  under 
Beech  street  and  Poplar  street,  Ward  19,  may  be 
lowered. 

Neheojiab  Gibson  et  al.,  that  Webster  stieet  be 
macadamized  from  Orleans  street  ro  Jeffries 
Point. 

Patrick  H  .  Barry  et  al.,  for  sidewalks  on  Chelsea 
street  between  Prescottaud  Bennington  streets. 

Augustus  Lowell  et  al.,  that  Bath  stieet  be 
graded,  and  teat  a  sewer  oe  laid  in  s«ia  stieet  to 
cany  off  surface  water. 

Jabrz  H.  Sea  is,  for  leave  to  insert  an  iron  ice- 
slide  icto  side  »alk  ot  19  TremoTit  street. 

Murson  &  Peterson  et  al.,  that  Border  street  be 
paved  with  gianne  block*. 

William  E.  James  et  al.,  to  be  paid  for  grade 
damages  on  Eliot  street,  Ward  17. 

Jaooss  Melltm,  to  move  a  wooden  building  from 
Washingto:  street,  Ward  19,  to  Brighio  ■  street, 
Ward  19. 

To  the  Committee  on  Ordinances.  Captain 
Beck ".ith  of  Police  Station  14,  for  an  ordinance 
relating  to  driving  cattle  through  the  streeis. 

CNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Report  and  ordei  to  appropriate  $1000,  for  ob- 
taining and  publishing  statistics  of  the  decennial 
cen  us  of  this  city. 

Alderman  Stetibins  desired  information  as  to 
ihe  necessity  ot  this  publicaiiOD  in  advance  of  the 
Stats. 

Alderman  Quincy— Ihe  matter  was  lefened  to 
tbe  committee,  who  found  that  it  n.»d  geneially 
been  done.  The  statistics  are  very  full  and  can 
be  published  much  in  advance  of  th^  State  publi- 
cation. 

The  order  was  rejected. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petitions  were  referred. 

Report  of  Commissioners  on  Sinking  Funds. 
(City  Doc.  No.  99.) 

Reports  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petitions  for 
leave  to  erect  wooden  buildings;  of  T.  H,  Catbrey 
on  Wesi  Silver  street;  Curnmings  &  Scats  on  Cur- 
tis street;  and  Morris  &  Ireland  in  rear  of  41  Bris- 
tol street.    Severally  accepted. 

Repotts  and  orders  for  permits  for  the  erection 
of  wooden  buildings,  to  be  issued,  viz. :  1.  To  the 
Fit'.hbu  g  Railroad  Company,  on  Front  street, 
Waid  2.  20.  To  tbe  Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn 
Railroad  Company,  on  their  wharf,  East  Boston. 
3.  To  W.  H.  Whitmore,  near  foot  of  K  sti  eet.  Or- 
ders severally  passed. 

Report  and  orders  to  refuod  to  the  Trinity 
Church  the  taxes,  with  Interest  to  Sept.  22,  inst., 
assessed  upon  its  lot  on  St.  James  avenue,  for 
1873  ana  1874,  amounting  to  $2599  and  $3307.90,  re- 
spectively.   Orders  passed. 

The  order  for  the  hiiing  of  a  room  for  an  armory 
on  Harvard  and  Washington  streets  was  received 
in  response  to  the  request  of  the  Board. 

Alderman  Worthington  explained  that  the  room 
would  not  be  needed. 

After  some  informal  discussion  of  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  paper,  on  motion  of  Alder  man  Power, 
the  vote  by  which  the  order  was  passe  a  was  re- 
sciuded. 

COMMUNICATIONS  FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

School  Committee.  Request  for  a  convention 
on  Tuesday,  Oct.  12,  at  7Vo  P.  JVL,  to  fill  the  vacan- 
cy caused  by  the  resignation  of  Michael  J.  Green 
of  Ward  7,  and  the  death  of  Ira  Allen  of  Ward  14. 
Concurred. 

Registrars  of  Voters.  Communication  request- 
ing the  transfer  of  $65.69  from  the  amount  tor 
contingent  expenses  to  that  for  assessors'  sneets. 
Referred  to  Committee  o a  Finance.    Sent  down. 

HIGH  SCHOOL  IN  EAST  BOSTON. 

The  special  assignment  for  five  o'clock  P.  M., 
viz.,  Report  inexpedient  to  furnish  accommoda- 
tions for  a  high  school  m  East  Boston,  and  substi- 
tute order  to  furnish  such  accommodations  (Oity 
Doc.  No.  93)  was  taken  up,  and  on  motion  of  Al- 
derman Piescott,  postponed  till  the  same  hour 
next  Monday. 

CAMBRIDGE  RAILROAD. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  the  following— (City 
Doc.  ISo.  101,7): 

The  Committee  on  Paving,  to  whom  was  rec  mi- 
mitted  the  peti  ion  of  the  Cambridge  Railroad 
Company  for  leave  to  lay  down  an  additional  track 


on  Leverett  street,  from  Orsgie's  Bridge  to  Brigh- 
ton street,  respectfully  report  the  accompanying 
order  of  location: 

Ordered,  lha;  in  addition  to  the  nghts  hereto- 
fore gran.ed  to  the  Cambridge  Railroao.  C«m- 
paoy  to  lay  down  tracks  in  Several  or  the  streets 
o:  the  city  of  Boston,  said  company  shall  have  the 
right  tc  lay  do «n  an  ariditioual  ti  ack  on  L?verett 
stieet,  from  Cragie's  Bridge  to  Brighton  street, 
and  to  concect  said  track  Mth  toe  track  now 
laic  down  in  said  Brighton  street;  sai  ad- 
di.iinal  track  being  showa  on  a  plao  diawu 
.by  Barbour  &  Hodges,  civil  engineers,  dated  July 
29, 1875,  and  deposited  in  tbe  office  of  the  Super- 
intendent or  Streets.  The  right  to  lay  dowo  the 
track  located  by  this  order  is  upon  the  condition 
that  the  whole  wore.  oc  laying  down  said  track, 
and  the  form  of  rail  to  Le  uoea,  sbal  be  under  the 
direction  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Committee 
on  Pavi'ig  and  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  and 
f  hall  be  apptoveu  by  them.  A'so  upon  tne  condi- 
tion that  the  space  occupied  by  said  track  shall  be 
paved  with  small  gianite  blocks,  to  the  sati=fac- 
tion  of  said  Superintendent  of  Streets.  Also  upon 
the  condition  that  the  said  Cambric  go  Railroad 
Compauy  shall  accept  this  ordei  of  location,  and 
saallagiee  In  writing  to  comply  wit  a  the  conci- 
lia..S  therein  contained,  and  sLall  file  sai  ~.  accept- 
ance and  agreement  with  the  Citv  Clerk  within 
thirty  days  ot  the  dnte  of  it;  passage;  ofcheiwise  it 
shall  be  null  and  void. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Aldmnan  Po  ver  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Report  and  order  fir  pei  mission  to  E.  S.  Win- 
chester &  Co.  to  lay  a  track  across  Foundry 
street,  n°ar  Dorchester  street,  on  the  usual  condi- 
tions.   Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
direct-dto  lepave  West  street  between  Washing- 
ton andTrmont  streets.    Estimated  ccst,  $1000. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  1'hat  the  Superintendent  of  Streecsbe 
directed  to  pave  Washiugton  street  between  West 
street  and  Norfolk  place  with  small  granite 
blocks.    Estimated  cost,  $4000. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Orderei,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  Court  stre  t  between  the  north- 
erly line  of  Court  square  and  Tremont  street  with 
small  granite  blocks.    Estimated  cost,  $2000. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  Tnat  the  Supsrintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  Blanchard  street,  a3  lece'tly 
laid  out  by  the  Board  of  Stieet  Commissioners, 
fiom  Bartlett  street  to  Norfolk  street;  also,  to  set 
the  edgestones  and  pave  the  gutters  and  sidewalks 
on  said  street,  and  to  report  to  this  Boaid  a  sched- 
ule of  the  cost  of  said  edgestones  and  sidewalks. 

Read  twice  aod  passed. 

Reports  and  orders  fo'  brick  sidewalks  in  front 
of  estate?'  of  B.Easius  Pfau,  136  Sixth  street;  Wil- 
liam J.  Burke,  78  Everett  street,  Ea?t  Boston ; 
trustees  of  Ebenezer  Francis,  r.ortherly  side  of 
Longwood  avenue ;  Charles  J.  Hayde  i,  13  Dale 
street;  George  P.  Reed,  43  Mt.  Pleasam'  avenue; 
Clement  Hutchins,  46  Thomas  street;  and  the  uu- 
paved  sioewalks  on  Baldwin  street,  near  Main 
str°et.    Oraers  severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  and  oroers  for  edgestones  in  front  of 
estates  of  Charles  S.  Haley,  on  Townsend  street, 
and  Albert  Nichols  on  Nepocset  avenue,  neai  Mill 
street.     Orders  read  t«>ice  ar  d  passed. 

POLICE    APPOINTMENTS    CONFIRMED. 

Alderman  Burrage  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Police  recommending  the  confirma- 
tion of  the  following  executive  nominations  for 
police  officers:  Bartholomew  C.  Marks,  John  G. 
Meisoer,  Edward  C.  Ireland,  Thomas  W.  Kenny, 
William  C.  Walker,  Benjamin  P.  Eloridge,  Wilbur 
P.  Brow. 

Report  arcepted  and  said  nominations  con- 
firmed. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses,  as  follows: 

Billiard  Licenses  Granted — Owen  Coughlan,  5 
Way  street;  George  H.  Walcott,  947  Fourth  street. 

License  to  D.alers  in  Second-hand  Articles  Re- 
fused —Henry  De  Young,  35  Kceeland  street. 

Amusement  License  Granted— E.  H.  Geer,  to 
exnioit  scientific  phenomena. 

Intelligence  Officers  Lice l  sec— Timothy  Kelly, 
29  Boyls too  street:  William  E.  Emery,  751  Wash- 
ington street,  transferred  from  Moses  H.  Pratt; 
Elizabeth  Galloupe,  28  Warren  street. 
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Pawnbrokers  Eicd  sec —Joseph  C.  Davis,  12 
School  street;  Aimer  B.  Magouii,  4  Brattle  square, 
transfer  from  Andrew  E.  Pond. 

PawnbroBt-r'j  License  Refuse-: — AriolohFiec- 
lauder,  150  Broadway. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  witbnraw  on  pe- 
tition of  Sigooi  Blitz  to  give  entertainments,  as 
said  exhibition  is  in  tne  nature  of  a  "gift  enter- 
tainment." 

Severally  accepted. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following,  from 
the  Commii  tee  on  Sewers: 

Reports  ana  orders  for  the  construction  of 
sewers  in  Mavt-riek  street,  between  J ffrii-s  ar,d 
Lanason  streets;  in  Wabon  street;  m  R  oslin 
street.    Ordeis  seveially  read  twice  an  passed. 

Rerort  aD  s  older  of  notice  of  healing  on  Mott- 
day  next,  at  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  on  expe'  iency  of 
constvuciing  a  sewer  in  Boylston  street,  West 
Roxbury,  between  Washington  street  and  Boyl- 
ston avenue.    Order  pasaeo . 

Or'ereU,  That  .there  be  abated  the  sum  cf 
$481.74 from  tie  Dorch.sier  Gas  Ligbt  Company 
far  a  sewer  in  reai  of  Commeacial  street,  Ward  16, 
in  consideration  of  right  of  way  being  given;  al- 
so, that  there  be  abated  $41.79  from  Margaret  A. 
Pierce,  and  $41.79  from  Elizabeth  Davis,  for  a 
sewer  1st  Condor  street. 

Read  twii  e  and  passed. 

LAND    DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Ha >ris  submitted  oroers  to  pay  for 
land  damages  from  tne  Coccinit'ee  oa  Streets,  on 
the  part  of  cue  Board,  as  follows:  Natbauiel  C. 
Decker,  $2071,  laving  out  Swett  street:  Alpheus 
M.  Stetson,  $8884,  layijg  out  Sweet,  street;  Mar- 
geny  Boyln,  $1400,  for  land  taken  ia  name  of 
Da  iiel  Boyl?  and  wife,  by  the  widening  of  Lever- 
ett  street. 

S;verally  read  once. 

STABLES. 

Aldeimau  Worthington  submitted  repoits  froaa 
the  Commitiee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board 
in  favor  of  granting  i  ermits  co  occupy  stables  as 
follows;  John  F.  Wood,  Paris  street;  Tmio 
O'D  movan,  Pans  street;  Otto  Guather,  Beech 
street  and  Roslin  avenue;  Reed  Brothers  & 
Sawin,  Winchester  street- ,  W»rd  22;  Jamc-  F. 
Cook,  Milton  avenue.    Severally  acceptod. 

Reports  lecommenaing  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  Yearon  Jenness  foi  leave  to  occupy 
stable  at  23  Marcella  street,  *iid  William  Gaul  at 
344  Ruggles  stseet.    Severally  accepted. 

Report  that  no  action  ie  required  on  petition  of 
Robert  Stevens  for  leave  to  occupy  stable  at  14 
Blossom  street.    Accepted. 

EAST  BOSTON  FERRIES. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  au  aitor  of  Accounts  b9  and 
he  heieby  is  authorized  to  transfer  troai  the  item 
for  fuei  iq  the  appiopriation  for  East  Boston  Fer- 
ries to  the  item  for  repairs  of  piers,  North  Ferry, 
Boston  side,  $258.20;  alt' ration  and  ispitirs  of 
water  closets  and  urinals,  $67.93;  repairs  of  piers, 
South  Ferry,  East  Boston  side,  $711.37. 

Read  twice  and  passed— yeas  10,  nays  0.  Sent 
down. 

MARKET. 

Alderman  Prescott  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Markets,  ucomineudicg  the  approv- 
al of  transfers  of  lease  of  stalisl07-109Fa,euil  Hail 
Market,  from  James  h\  Hill  to  F.  W.  Mori  ill;  and 
of  stall  27,  same  marker,  from  William  H.  Carle- 
ton  to  Robinson  &  Viles.    Severally  -accepted. 

STEAMER  FOR  PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS. 

Alderman  Worthingfo.i  submitted  reports  as 
follows  from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Insti- 
tutions: 

Report  on  request  of  Directors  foi  certain  alter- 
ation in  wharf  at  Deer  Island,  lecommeodi'g 
the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  for  Public 
Institutions  be  authorized  to  alter  and  repair  the 
whart  at  Deer  Island,  in  accordance  with  plans 
and  specifications  prepared  by  th°  Citv  Engineer, 
at  an  exoeuse  not  exceeding  $3000,  said  sum  to  be 
transferred  for  that  purpose  from  the  appropria- 
tion for  alterations  ano  repairs  in  the  House  of 
Industry. 

Read  t« ice  and  tassed— yea3  10, 1  ays  0.  Sent 
dowa. 

Rep->rt  on  request  of  Di lectors  foi  certain  alter- 
ations in  Eastern-avenue  vharl  to  accommodate 
the  new  steamboat,  recommending  that  the  re- 
quest oe  granted,  and  that  the  Committee  on  Fi- 


nance report  an  order  providing  the  meaus  to  en- 
able the  Co  nmittee  oa  Public  Bnildiogs  to  per- 
form the  work.    Accepted,  aid  leferenoe  ordered. 

Report  on  request  of  d-rectois  for  $5000  to  o to- 
curt  nece-'sarv  outfit  and  defray  expense  of  fitting 
up  the  new  steamboat  now  being  built  to  taics  the 
place  of  ibe  Henry  Mo  rison,  recommending  tne 
passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the,  unexpenaed  balance  of  the 
appropuation  for  building  a  tew  wharf  at  Rains- 
ford  Island  be  trpiisferred  to  the  appropriation 
for  a  new  steamboat  for  the  D  paitraeut  of  Public 
Institutions,  the  sum  so  transferred  to  ce  expend- 
ed by  the  Board  ot  Direcors  on  said  institutions 
in  fitting  out  and  furnishiag  the  steamboat. 

Alderman  Stebbins  thought  the  amount  snould 
be  ljauied. 

Alceriuai>  Woithiugtnn  said  they  could  not  tell, 
but  thought  it  was  about  $4600.  The  ai'  eccor  s  had 
asked  for  $5000. 

Alderman  Power  sab)  rhe  wppropriatioa  for  the 
wharf  was  $16,500,  but  the  proposals  w»re  about 
$11,400.  besides  which  was  the  eugiaeer's  expense. 

Alderman  Stebbins  salt  tne  order  would  allow 
them  to  expend  all  that  was  left. 

Alderman  Prescott  thought  the  order  different 
from  the  voce  of  the  committre. 

Alderman  Worthingto j's  recollection  of  the 
vote  corresponded  witu  the  order,  ano  the  Clerk 
wrote  the  order  from  the  record. 

On  motion  of  Aloerman  Worthir.gton,  the  order 
was  am-ncled  by  inserting  '•from''  between  the 
woios  "that"  and  "the  '  in  the  first  lm-,  "a  sum 
not  exce-eding  $4500"  between  the  words  "trans- 
terreo"  and  "to." 

A-  amended,  the  order  was  read  a  second  time 
and  pa«sed— yeas  10,  nays  0.    Sent  down. 

ARMORIES. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  t  p  following 
fiom  the  Committee  on  Armories: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  on  ac- 
count if  rent  for  the  armory  occupied  by  Compa- 
ny J,  Ninth  Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  at  No.  544  Wash- 
ington street,  the  sum  ot  $300,  being  the  amount 
due  for  the  three  months  enoing  Sept.  30, 1875; 
said  -um  to  be  charged  to  tbe  appropriation  for 
Armories. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid,  on 
account  of  rent  for  the  armory  occupied  by  Com- 
pany E,  Nintu  Regiment  ot  Iafanty.  M.  V.  M.,  ai 
No.  122  Eliot  street,  the  sum  of  $137.50,  being  the 
amount  due  for  the  three  mouths  eooing  Sept.  30, 
1875;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
tor  Arnaorie=. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  tbe  Committer  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  ta  hire,  at  au  expense  not  ex- 
ceeding $1000  per  anaum,  and  for  a  term  of  five 
years,  with  the  privilege  <>f  renewing  the  lease 
f or  au  additional  ttrm  of  five  years,  the  second 
and  tbiro  floors  of  the  building  ournbersd  339 
Broadway,  South  Boston,  the.  same  to  be  u=ed  for 
the  purpose  of  a  wardroom  and  for  an  armorv  for 
Company  I,  Ninth  Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  half  to.3 
expense  for  rent  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Public  Buildings  and  half  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Armories. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  AMerman  Worthi.-gtou, 
to  the  Joirt  Committee  on  Public  Buildings.  Sent 
down. 

Ordered,  lhat  the  Committee  on  Armories  be 
autuorized  to  him,  for  the  accommodation  ot  the 
militia  organizations  in  this  cny,  the  drill  shed 
belonging  to  the  Institute  of  Technology,  the 
lease  to  run  for  a  period  of  six  months,  auc!  the 
expense,  not  exceeding  $500,  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Armorie-. 

Read  twice  and  passed,  after  an  explanation  by 
Ald-rman  Woithiugton  that  :everal  companies 
and  regiments  had  not  sufficient  drill  room,  and 
that  by  having  tbis  nded  the  companies  would  get 
along  with  less  expeusive  accommodations. 

HACK  REGULATIONS. 

On  motio"  <>T  Alderman  Harris  the  lules  and  or- 
ders for  regulation  of  hacks  and  wagons  (City 
Document  No.  97,  amended)  was  taken  from  the 
table  and  passed. 

DRILLROOM  FOR    CHARLESTOWN  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

Al  erman  Prescott  offered  the  following: 
Oide  ed,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion be  authorized  to  consiaei  the  expediency  ot 
furnishing  accommo  ations  for  mihtaiy  drill  to 
pupils  of  tne  High  School  in  the  Charlestown 
District. 
Passed.    Sent  down. 


496 


BO  A  R  13       OF       ALDERMEN, 


BOSTON   WATER     POWER  COMPANY. 

The  Board  to  k  up  the  special  assignment  tor 
5%  o'clock  P.  M.,  viz.— Report  and  Oiderto  pay 
Norman  C.  M  juson,  or  his  assigns,  $226,118.90,  lor 
conveyance  to  tue  citv  of  ceitain  streets  anM  av- 
enues on  th  Boston  Watet  Powei  territory,  upon 
certain  conditions,  wi  h  a  fur. her  ame'idment 
proposing  a  deduction  from  raid  sum  of  all  taxes 
upoo  said  territorv  due  to  the  civ.  (^ity  Docu- 
ment No.  100.) 

Alderman  Power— I  mjve  that  it  be  reassigned 
to  the  same  oour  i.ext  Monaay.  The  principal 
reason  is,  I  b&ve  been  vo  see  cheCity  Solicitor,  and 
he  i.  as  not  prepared  today  to  give  1  i.  his  personal 
in',  orsement,  but  I  am  in  hopes  that  he  will  be 
satisfied  with  it  by  a  veek  fioai  today.  But  today 
he  is  not  satisfied  with  it  a  d  would  not  say  10 
me  tbat  he  is  prepared  to  give  it  his  indorsement. 

Alderman  Power  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  CKrk— I  trust  this  subject  will  not  be 
postponed  another  week,  for  ihe  rea=  11  that  it  is 
very  important  both  to  tbe  ^aities  nbo  are  to  re- 
ceive the  money  and  to  citizens  of  one  section  of 
the  city,  who  cesire  those  streets  built  as  soon  as 
possible.  People  at  the  South  End  are  deeply  in- 
ceiested,  and  are  coming  uo  in  large  number?  in - 
quning  tte  cause  of  the  delav.  Iti<  due  to  them 
and  to  the  Water  Power  Company  that  ao  unnec- 
essary delay  be  made  in  this  mutter.  Allt.e  re- 
leases from  1  he  abutters  have  been  received  for 
the  tte  in  the  streets,  and  for  qrace  damages, 
and  they  a  e  satisfactory  to  toe  City  Solicitor.  A 
ciaim  ha,z  b°en  ma  le  oy  Mr.  Snelliog  for  th3 
displacing  of  water  ou  Ian  a  on  -Pa  ker  street. 
That  subiect  has  oeen  thoroughly  iuvestigatsd 
thi->  afternooi  bv  as  able  a  j  a  toruey  as  there  is 
in  B  ston.  He  came  in  here  with  the  AssisWit 
City  Solicitor,  who  wa-  formerly  his  counsel  but, 
of  course,  being  attorney  for  ihe  city,  at  present 
he  coulrj  not  aat  for  him  in  this  case.  I  think  the 
City  Solicitor  and  his  assistant  are  perfectly  sat- 
i<fi?d  tbat  Mr.  Spelling  Has  ;  n  claim.  If  oe  ha  I 
a  ,v  claim  for  grade  damages,  that  is  haired,  for  it 
must  be  oroug at  wit hm  twelve  months  after  the 
building  of  the  street,  ano  that  time  expired 
last  November.  But  upon  looking  at  the 
documents  we  find  that  Mi.  Snel  ins;  is 
not  an  abutter  ai-o  Lac)  no  claim  foi  givde  dam- 
ages. Thj  claim,  if  he  had  aoy,  was  the  right  to 
have  watbi  flow  ur.der  his  mill  down  into  the 
Back  Bav,  which  is  now  covered  by  C  .mutton- 
wealth  avejue.  It  «a~  upon  that  tbat  Mi.  Shat- 
tuck  baseo  Mr.  Soeiling's  claim  for  damages.  Mr. 
Philip  Sears  happeoed  to  be  in  the  hall,  and  ha.  is 
familiat  with  every  ttaosfer  upoo  that  property 
tor  twenty-seven  years,  He  at  once  said  to  Mr, 
Shattuck  that  Mi.  Snelling  had  no  cliiua  for  dam- 
ages on  account  ot  being  overflowed,  because  those 
rights  were  all  extinguished  in  1848.  Upo  1  going 
to  the  record"  you  nil]  find  chat  in  1849  the  Bo«toh 
Wat'-rPower  Company  obtaiued  toe  rignt  to  flo,v 
every  toot  of  land  this  side  of  Parker  street.  We 
went  to  the  office  of  Mr.  Wadswortn.the  convey- 
ancer—Mr. Philip  Sears,  Mi.  George  O.  Shat- 
tuck  and  myself— and  there  we  found  the  evi- 
dence of  what  Mr.  Sears  had  stated  to  us.  Mr, 
Shattuck  was  surprised  ot  course,  "but  he  saw  at 
once  that  if  such  was  the  face,  Mr.  Spelling  had 
no  claim  whatevai .  They  at  once  weut  to  she 
Registry  of  Deeos  and  foucn  this  record  of 
1848,  by  which  the  Water  Power  Company 
obtained  the  right  to  flow  solid  all  this 
territory  whene»er  they  saw  tit  to  do  so; 
and  it  is  well  known  tbat  th-y  have  been 
flowing  this  territory  until  they  have  got  it  pretty 
much  all  filled.  The  parries  leasing  from  the 
Water  Power  Company-have  tbe  right,  whenever 
they  show  the  flowing  is  a  damage  to  them,  to 
surrender  their  leases,  and  for  the  information  of 
the  biard  I  will  read  the  indenture. 

Tne  Alderman  read  an  indenture  between  the 
Boston  Water  Power  Company,  Boston  Hemp 
Manufacturing  Company  (from  which  Mr.  Snell- 
ing gets  his  claim),  and  the  Roxbu>y  Mill  Corpo- 
ration, daf'd  Nov.  20, 1848,  recorded  with  Suffolk 
Deeds  (liber  595,  folio  282),  by  which  the  Hemp 
Company  releases  to  the  Water  Power  Company 
all  its  flats  in  the  empty  basin,  and  all  flats  there- 
in in  which  it  has  any  right, and  all  right  of  flowage 
or  other  easement;  sells  to  them  its  lease  of  water 
ano  m.ll  powers  and  all  privileges  ana  easements; 
and  said  Hemp  Company  shall  have  no  rem- 
edy for  diminution  or  total  failure  or  stoppage  of 
water,  except  surrender  of  lease,  and  a  release 
from  paying  rent:  that  the  Water  Power  Company 
may  close  tie  gatej  and  keep  the m  clo  e .1 ,  and 
the  Hemp  Company  have  no  lemedy  except  sur- 
render ot  lease;  and  that  the  Water  Power  Com- 


oany  shall  have  liberty  to  fill  up  with  solio  mate- 
rial any  part  ot  either  or  ootb  the  basins  and  flow 
tbe  receiving  basin  at  such  height  as  they  please. 
The  lease  mentioned  was  aftei wards  surrendered, 
aid  all  rightsof  the  saio  Hemp  Company  or  of  any 
one  claiming  under  it  [Snsllmg]  totallv  closed. 

Alderman  Clark  co.itiDiied — Mr.  Snellin^r's coun- 
sel, Mr.  Soattuck.  at  once  admitted  that  he  had  no 
claim  1  or  grade  damages,  and  no  claim  of  any 
name  or  nature.  The  City  Solicitor  told  me  this 
afternoon  that  he  ha*  perfect  confidence  in  Mr, 
Wadswort  >'s  examioaaon  of  these  titles, 
and  has  no  res  son  to  doubt  but  that  thes  are 
correct  in  every  oarticclar.  I  heard  it  inti- 
mated that  Mr.  William  Gray  had  not  been 
settled  with  for  his  grade  damages.  Toat  is  a 
mistake,  Mr.  Gray  was  settled  *ith  for  his  grade 
damages  at  the  time  ne  received  his  money  for 
the  laad  taken.  It  was  m  the  order  to  ay  "for 
land  t^ken  and  all  damages  occasioned  by  the 
laying  out  of  West  Chester  park."  Mr.  Gray 
makes  no  claim,  and  never  has  made  aoy,  for  the 
sloping  upon  his  tenitory.  If  he  had  any  claim 
to  make  that  is  also  barred.  But  he  surren- 
dered every  claim  of  ever?  name  and  nature 
when  he  -  accepteo  the  money  from  the 
city.  Then.  Mr.  Chairman,  there  are  two 
bonds  given  to  hold  tha  ciiy  harmless 
aga;nst.  the  slight  possibility  of  a  claim  being 
made  for  a  piece  of  land  through  which  Hunting- 
ton ;verme  crosses.  Theonly  thing  that  oonri  could 
,:e  called  on  for  is  to  hota  the  city  bat  unless  from 
costo..  Any  one  is  liable  to  bring  a  suit,  and  a  de- 
fence must  ce  made.  This  laid  was  purchased 
by  Peleg  W  Chandler,  E.  F.  Thayer  ana  George 
O.  Shattuck  and  a  dozen  or  fifteen  others,  some 
three  ot  four  years  ago,  and  this  same  defect  was 
brooght  forward.  It  was  examine. I  by  Messrs, 
Sears  and  Bowditch,  and  pronounced' by  them 
of  no  account,  and  Mr.  Chandler  and  his  asso- 
ciates accepted  the  need  from  the  same  parties 
who  make  a  conveyance  of  this  jdece  of  Hunting- 
tot,  avenue  to  the  city.  In  order  to  show  that 
there  need  be  no  delay  on  account  of  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  bond  of  $10,000  whica  the  Boston 
Water  Power  Company  propose  to  give,  they  have 
sent  a  communication  to  this  Board: 

"If  the  bono  of  incemnity  given  by  this  com- 
pany to  the  city  of  Boston,  in  the  matter  of  the 
Mark  Smith  heirs,  on  Huntington  avenue,  is  not 
satisfactory  to  tbe  Board  of  AmVrmen,  will  you 
nlease  state  to  the  Board  tnat  this  company  will 
furnish  such  a  bond  as  will  bo  satisfactory,  as  a 
condition  preceoent  to  tbe  payment  of  the  money 
due  tne  Boston  Water  Power  Compin.v  from  the 
city  of  Boston.  The  absence  of  tbe  president  of 
the  company  alone  pievents  such  a  bond,  from  be- 
ine  prepared  aoa  executed  today. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  B,  Brown, 

Treasur-r  B.  W.  P.  Co." 
Approved  by 

John  Brown,  l  T>irecfcors 

Charles  K.  Kirby,  J  "lreccors- 

I  also  have  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hyde,  the  com- 
pany's attorney,  saying  tbat  any  securitv  shall  be 
given  upon  their  bo  ad  tha'  thf  committee  or  the 
Board  of  Al  lermen  ask  for— so  that  the  responsi- 
bility of  t'jose  two  bonds  cannot  ba  c  oubted.  Mr. 
Hyde  says  in  his  letter  that  ;it  is  intended  to 
make  the  city  entirely  secure." 

No«,  these  releases  bav*  been  obtained  at  very 
great  expense  to  the  company,  who  nave  been 
much  longer  delayed  in  comoieting  tbe  work  than 
was  ever  expected.  Unle«*  some  good  r  ason  can 
be  urge>i,  I  think  it  is  onr  cuty  to  act  upon  this 
tc  atter  and  let  it  e«  to  the  other  branch.  It  w'll 
take  several  days,  perhaps  we-ns,  before  it  ca» 
get  through  there,  it,we  pass  it  tonight;  aDd 
a  large  amount  of  extra  interest  and  costs 
are  chargeable  to  the  company  on  account 
of  the  delay  in  obtai  nmg  this  money  from  the  ci*  v 
to  pay  the  taxes.  Had  we  ma  ie  them  a  payment 
on  account  last  year,  a  part  of  that  extra  interest 
could  have  been  savta  to  thjru.  After  having  ob- 
tained all  the  releases  for  grade  damages,  for  the 
fee  in  the  streets,  and  made  a  deduction  of  $16,000 
or  $18,000  on  account  of  the  lands  not 
being  up  to  grade,  and  havii  g  ssttled 
this  claim  which  Mr.  Snelling  thought  he 
hac — and  justly  thought,  I  have  no  doubt; — it  does 
seem  co  me  ws  ought  to  pay  for  those  streets,  and 
proceed  forthwith  10  put  them  in  order.  I  would 
state,  furthermore,  for  the  information  of  the 
Board,  that  today  I  accidentally  met  two  con- 
ti  actors,  who  told  me  they  would  be  gla  1  to  take 
the  job  of  filling  the  streets  to  grade  18- 
at    a     price     less     than     $6    per    square.    The 
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amendment  proposed  by  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  8  makes  the  city  suxe  of  getting  the  taxes; 
but  an  assignment  has  beeo  made  o±  ct.is  amount 
for  certain  purposes,  and  the  first  payment  pio- 
videa  for  is  the  laxes  and  costs  to  the  citv.  The 
amendment  fixes  it  so  that  the  city  cannot  possi- 
bly lose  anything:.  For  the  reasons  I  have  given  I 
hope  the  fur  the  <  consideratio  i  will  not  be  post- 
poned, but  tbat  we  sh  11  pay  the  money  and  ac- 
cept ttas  streets. 

Alc»rman  Clark  in  the  chair. 

Aluerman  Power— I  iegiet  as  much  as  anyone 
the  necessity  which  seems  to  me  to  exist  for 
longer  delay  i:  this  raatfir;  but  a  large  sum  is  in- 
volved, and  before  paying  it  we  should  have  the 
city  secured  beyond  ail  po  sible  ooubt.  We  have 
the  assurance  cf  an  experienced  conveyancer. 
What  are  we  supposed  to  know  abf>ut  an  experi- 
enced conveyancer  ?  vv  e  pay  a  large  amount  to  run 
a  law  establishment.  We  have  a  City  Solicitor  and 
a  la:ge  number  of  assistants  to  give  uh  legal  ad- 
vice; and  I  don't  tninfe  it  proper  for  us  to  pass 
this  order  until  it  comes  with  1  is  sanction  and  ap- 
proval, which  it  has  not.  I  tried  to  get  the  ap- 
proval both  of  the  Solicitor  and  his  assistant,  but 
he  was  not  willing  to  tell  ae  he  would  advise  me 
to  vote  tor  the  passage,  of  this  order  as  it  row 
stands.  The  City  Solicitor  tells  me  an  expe- 
rienced conveyancer,  whom  he  has  confidence 
in,  has  been  at  wo:k  upon  this,  but  he 
is  not  prepared  to  say  he  is  of  his  own 
knowledge  prepaied  to  advise  me  to  vote  for  the 
passage  ot  tnis  order  to  pay  this  money.  I  have 
no  other  motive  or  desire  thaii  to  see  the  citv's  in- 
terest protected  beyond  a  doubt.  As  to  the  Water 
Power  Company's  bonds  I  don't  know  an  individ- 
ual willing  to  take  it,  as  Iuaderstanu  they  are  not 
responsible  for  the  claims  again»t  it;  but  the  e 
are  gentlemen  connected  with  it  whose  individ- 
ual bonds  I  will  accept.  However,  to  show  that  I 
do  not  intend  to  celay  this  matter  umecsssarily  I 
am  willing  that  the  order  should  pass,  if  this  pro- 
viso which  I  now  offer  is  adopted— 

"Provided,  That  all  titles  to  lands  and  streets 
ani  all  releases  for  grade  or  other  damages  shall 
be  satisfactory  to  and  appioved  by  the  City  So- 
licitor." 

I  want  them  approved  by  our  own  officers,  and  I 
am  cot  willing  to  have  it  pass  with  merely  the  ap- 
proval of  a  conveyancer,  however  strict  his  integ- 
rity. We  have  a  Solicitor,  to  (vtom  we  look;  and 
he  was  not  prepared  to  say  they  are  satisfactory 
to  him.  I  offer  that  as  an  amendment  to  the  order 
and  will  withdraw  the  motioufor  a  re- assignment. 

Alderman  Siebbms— I  have  been  advised  that 
the  amendment  I  proposed  at  the  last  meeting  is 
not  inp;operform,butthe  City  Solicitor  has  per- 
fected one  which  I  will  now  offer  as  a  substitute 
for  the  ooe  offered  at  the  last  meeting. 

''Provided,  lhat  all  leius  and  encumbrances  on 
the  estate  of  the  Boston  Water  Power  Company, 
by  reason  ot  assessment  for  taxes,  including  the 
taxes  assessed  for  the  present  year,  are  paici  and 
discharged."  '! 

Alderman  Woithington— The  City  Solicitor  has 
repeatedly  been  present  with  the  committee  in 
their  interviews  with  the  Water  Power  Company, 
and  every  document  diawn  has  had  his  saoction. 
Mi.  Waas worth  has  been  through  all  this;  it  has 
been  submitted  to  the  Citv  Solicitor,  who  says  he 
has  entire  confidence  in  the  work  ot  Mr.  Wads- 
worth.  The  Solicitor  does  not  and  will  not  say  of 
his  onn  knowledge  that  everything  is  txactly 
right;  but  he  will  take  the  word  of  ihe  man.  who 
has  examitred  it.  We  cannot  a«k  the  Solicitor  to 
examine  all  those  papers;  ?nd  until  he  does  it  is 
his  rule  to  say  tie  conveyancer  has  examined  it 
and  we  have  entire  confidence  in  him.  At  the  last 
coafereoce  with  the  committee  he  s<da  the  city 
would  be  entirely  safe  in  taking  these  convey- 
ances. It  is  worthless  hammering  away  at  what 
we  ought  not  to  do  until  the  solicitor  says  of  his 
own  knowledge  that  it  is  right.  He  told  us  this 
atternoan  that  he  believes  it  is  entirely  right  and 
that  it  is  safe  for  the  city  to  make  the  purchase. 
More  than  that  I  do  not  believe  we  shall  get  from 
the  Solicitor. 

Alderman  Power— If  that  is  the  way,  then  we 
ought  to  have  a  new  order  of  things,  and  'he 
sooner  the  whole  law  establishment  is  abolished 
the  better.  What  do  we  maintain  such  an  estab- 
lishment for  if  it  is  not  to  set  us  right  upoo  such 
matters  as  these ?  Shall  we  take  the  opinion  of 
any  gentlemao  outsice  who  is  perhaps  counsel 
tor  the  other  parties  interested?  It  is 
wrong  for  us  to  pay  this  money  till  the 
Solicitor  gives  his  sanction  to  the  papers. 
There  are   some  trivial   things  that    cannot    be 


maoe  satis factory;  but  all  the  releases  and  title 
papers  should  have  our  Solicitoi's  sanction.  If 
he  cannot  give  them  his  peiso  al  Supervision,  be 
Should  have  one  of  bis  Assistants  examine  them, 
one  in  whom  he  has  such  confidence  tbai  he 
can  affix  his  signature  to  them.  He  is  hired  to  be 
our  legal  guide.  I  want  to  transact  this  business 
as  I  would  my  own.  I  vant  to  see  the  e  gentle- 
men get  their  mouey,  but  I  wish  to  be  as  guarded 
in  this  matter  as  I  »ould  if  the  mon^v  were 
my  own. 

Alder  na..  Quincy— I  have  every  confidence  in 
M<.  Wadsworth  as  a  conveyancer  and  an  iicivid- 
ual,  and  I  have  no  doubt  the  titles  are  as  he  states 
them.  But  I  agree  with  tne  Al.erman  from  Ward 
12,  that  it  is  a  dangerous  precedent  for  us  to  take 
anything  in  a  re atier  of  this  sort,  unless  it  comes 
officially  from  the  City  Solicitor's  office;  because, 
although  we  have  a  gentleman  in  whom  we  have 
confidence,  the  rext  time  we  may  not  have,  and 
his  will  be  appealed  to  as  a  precedent.  I 
h?d  a  conference  with  toe  City  Solicitor 
today  with  the  same  result.  He  would 
not  indorse  it,  although  he  had  confidence 
in  Mr.  Wads»orth.  It  c id  not  come  from  his  of- 
fice. It  seems  to  me  that  the  attitude  ta»ea  by 
the  Water  Power  Company  is  hardly  warranted. 
No  eov  ney  is  oue  to  th-.m  from  the  city.  The  ques- 
tion is,  whether  we  shall  purchase  some  incom- 
pleted work?  We  are  not  endeavoring  to  avoid 
payment  for  work  fairly  done.  This  matter  origi- 
nated with  the  company  to  bring  their  lands  into 
market,  and  not  with  the  city.  It  may  b«  advis- 
able to  make  this  puichase.bat  it  should  not  be 
done  without  the  proviso  offered  by  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  12. 

Alderman  Power  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Claik— I  suppose  the  impression  will 
be  left  upon  the  minds  of  Aldermen  that  the  City 
Solicitor  has  not  beea  consulted  in  :egard  to  this 
matter  at  all.  Ihe  City  Solicitor  has  been  con- 
sulted upon  all  occasions,  and  he  was  present 
with  the  committee  at  our  last  meeting, 
when  every  point  ia  the  case  was  reteried 
to  him,  and  he  told  us  he  could  see  no 
reason  why  the  paoers  were  i  ot  all  cor- 
rect and  wny  the  order  should  not  be  passed. 
He  gave  his  opinion  m  this  case  precisely  as  he 
oid  in  regard  <o  the  conveyances  aod  releas°s  for 
stiaighte.ni.g  Boylston  street.  Ittooihis  assist- 
ant toree  months  to  obtain  those  releases  ;  out  do 
you  supoose  the  City  Solicitor  personally  exam- 
ined al)  the  titles  and  searched  tae  records?  Nei- 
ther does  he  examine  one  case  in  a  thousand  that 
goes  through  his  office.  It  was  necessary  for  some 
one  to  obtain  tees- releases,  for  it  was  not  thedutv 
of  the  City  Solicitor  or  this  government  to  obtain 
them.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  corporation  to  give 
the  cty  a  clean  reed,  and  to  pay  for  obtaining  the 
releases.  Mr.  Wadsworth  was  selected  by  the 
City  Solicitor  as  b-ing  an  honest  and  able  convey- 
ancer, and  that  is  why  be  made  tbe  conveyances 
instead  of  Mi-.  H.  D.  Hyde,  or  some  oth*r  regu- 
larly employed  attorney  tor  the  Water  Power- 
Company.  Mr.  Wadsv7orth  never  did  an  hour's 
work  for  the  company  until  he  was  suggested bv  the 
City  Solicitor.  His  work  shows  thai  he  is  an  able  con- 
veyancer, and  that  not  nothing  would  pass  through 
his  hands  which  is  not  safe  for  the  corporation  or 
individual  who  employs  him.  He  raised  certain 
objection:- and  obtained  a  bond  to  hold  the  city 
harmless  for  land  that  Peleg  W.  Chandler  and 
George  O.  Shattuck  were  willing  to  take  a  deed  of 
and  pay  a  dollar  a  foot  for.  I  have  not  the  =ligb  test 
objecions  to  ibis  proviso  of  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  12;  but  if  it  means  that  Mr.  Healy  is  to  ex- 
amine all  those  claims  and  titles,  thf  u  we  might 
as  well  throw  this  mat  er  up  and  let  it  go  over  to 
another  government  He  has  parsed  upon 
these  titles  to  the  same  extent  that  he  doss  on 
three-fourths  of  such  cases.  3e  told  me  within 
three  hoars  that  he  could  see  no  reason  why  the 
titles  aie  not  correct.  You  know  very  well  tint 
Mr.  Healy  is  rot  a  man  to  a,dvi--s  an  Alderman  to 
vote  for  o- against  any  measure;  and  when  you 
ask  such  advice  of  him  you  will  get  an  equivocal 
answer.  I  have  no  doubt  if  asked  if  he  would 
advise  any  one  10  vote  tor  this  measure,  he 
would  say  "No" ;  and  it  asked  if  he  had  exam- 
ined these  titles,  he  would  say,  "Of  course 
not."  But  I  have  the  personal  assurance  of  Mr. 
Wuov.worth  that  these  conveyances  are  correct, 
and  that  is  all  the  assurance  we  car,  have.  I  hope 
the  Alderman  from  Ward  8  will  not  pi  ess  his 
ameodme-'t.  I  cannot  see  any  more  reason  for 
compelling  the  Water  Power  Company  to  pay 
their  taxes  on  the  25th  of  Sehtember  than  any  other 
corporations  or  individuals.     Taxes  are  not  due 
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and  the  C^uiinittee  on  ! 
bility  of  tb^  bond  of 
company,  and  at  the 
Stebbins  the  order  \.as 


till  the  1st  of  Octobe;.  The  taxe^  are  a  lein  upon 
the "oroperty, aid  I  don't  think  the  amendment 
ought  to  be  passed.  I  don't  know  why  you  should 
compel  this  corporation  to  pay  ih-ir  faxes  any 
more  than  tb-  syndicate  which  joins  them.  I 
have  never  desire.1  to  have  this  money  paid 
agaiost  thQ,  advice  of  the  city  solicitor  anu  there- 
fore have  not  the  slightest  objectio  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Abiexuiao  from  Ward  12. 

The  question  was  upon  Alderman  Stebbins's 
amendment. 

Alderman  Worthington  moved  to  strike  out  cha 
words  relating-  to  the  taxes  for  1875. 

Alderman  Stebbios— It  will  be  safer  to  deduct 
that  amount.  It  could  be  attached  by  creditors, 
but  it  will  be  safe  vc  our  own  hand"?. 

Aldfi-iuan  Barrage— If  this  amount  is  due,  che 
city  should  collect  it,  the  same  way  as  an  individ- 
ual would.    I  think  we  ought  not  to  run  any  risk 

The  ujoiion  of  Alderman  Wortoington  was  lost. 

Tbe  aaiendments  offered  by  Aldermen  Stebbins 
and  Powei  were  botJ  adoptes. 

Alderman  Quincy  suggested  that  there  seemed 
to  be  a  oifference  of  opinion  betweea  the  board 
itreets  as  to  th°  responsi- 
$10,000,  to  be  given  by  the 
sugges'ioD  ot  Alderman 
amended  so  that  tbe  bo  id 
should  be  approved  by  the  Committee  ou  Finance 

Tbe  report  and  order  as  amended  were  then,  on 
motion  of  Al)einan  Stebbins,  referied  to  the 
Commute-  on  finance.    Sent  down. 

FENCE  ON  TREMONT  STREET  MALL. 

Alderojan  Powei  submitted  th  following  f.-om 
the  Joi-it  Committee  on  Common  and  Public 
Grounds : 

Odereu,  That  the  Committee  on  Fin  mce  be  re- 
quested to  provide  an  additional  appropriation 
for  the  election  of  a  euro  aad  fence  ou  ihe  West- 
erly line  of  Tremont,  between  Pari  street  and 
Boylston  street,  and  tor  grading  the  mall  to  cor- 
lespond  to  the  graae  of  the  proposed  euro. 

Alderman  Pow-  r  said  he  had  done  everything 
he  could  to  expedite  this  matter  ia  committee,  by 
order  of  the  Board,  but  when  tne  proper  time 
come  he  desired  t>  record  his  vote  agaiost  the 
order. 

The  order  was  read  once. 

Alderman  Power  su  emit  ted  a  report  from  the 
jsama  committee  on  tbe  request  of  tne  City  Coun- 
cil to  procure  proposals  for  a  fence  on  Tremont 
street,  in  accordaucs  with  plans  prepared  by 
George  F.  iMeacuam,  recommending  the  passage 
of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  and  they  are  hereby  author- 
ized to  contract  with  the  Cape  Ann  Granite  Com- 
pany tor  furnishing  all  the  materials  and  setting 
a  gtanite  curbing  aad  posts  and  an  iron  fence  on 
the  westerly  line  of  Tremont  street,  between  Park 
street  and  Boylston  street,  in  accoidance  with 
plans  and  specifications  prepared  by  George  F. 
Meacham  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  City 
Engineer,  the  price  to  be  paid  for  all  material*  and 
labor  furnished  under  said  contract  not  to  exceed 
thesum  of  $10,974;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the 
special  appiopiiation  for  a  Curb  on  the  Line  of 
Tremont-street  Mall. 

Alderman  Quincy  moved  that  the  order  take  its 
second  leading:. 

Alderman  Worthington— That  had  better  lie 
over,  as  we  ought  to  have  time  to  look  into  it. 
From  what  I  can  learn  of  the  plan  of  this  fence 
it  will  have  to  ba  remodelled  within  the  next  five 
years,  and  that  will  b-*  an  expensive  thing  to  do. 

Alderman  Quincy — The  committee  were  acting 
under  instructions  from  tbe  City  Council.  If  we 
are  to  put  up  this  fence  this  year  it  must  be  done 
before  the  frost  gets  inco  the  ground.  There 
have  been  a  gieat  many  unlooke.J-for  delays  in 
carrying  out  the  instructions  of  the  City  Council. 

Alderman  Power— The  committee  did  what  they 
were  ordereo  to  do  by  the  City  Council,  aao  as  a 
member  of  the  committee  I  have  endeavored  to 
facilitate  the  progress  of  the  work.  Now  that  tbe 
report  is  made,  I  want  to  go  on  record  againsjb 
throwing  the  city's  money  away.  This  plan  was 
designed  by  an  engineer  outside  of  tbe  City  Gov- 
ernment, and  our  Citv  Ensioeer  savs  it  is  not  a 
proper  one  to  adopt,  and  that  such  a  fence  will  be 
a  standing  bill  of  expense  to  the  city.  The  only 
comooendable  thiig  about  it  is,  it  is  pretty  to  look 
upon.  The  City  Engineer  is  in  no  way  re- 
ponsible  for  it.  It  is  an  unusual  course  to  pursue 
to  go  outside  of  tbe  advice  of  our  officers.  While 
I  am  willing  to  give  way  to  tbe  majority,  I  don't 
think  this  measure  would  have  a  majority  if  they 
understood  that  ic  will   be   a   waste  of  the  city's 


mooey.  There  w  as  nothini"  else  for  the  commit- 
tee to  do  but  make  the  repoit. 

Alderman  Burrage— What  evidence  is  thete  in 
regard  to  tne  stre  gth  ot  the  fence  besi..°s  the 
ooioion  of  tha  Engineer  mat  led  to  the  daemon 
of  tbe  committee?  If  it  is  a  poor  tauce  ,ve  shall 
be  foolish  to  vote  for  it.  Oo  ihe  other  hand,  if  we 
are  going  to  have  a  fence  this  fall  we  should  put 
it  up  now. 

Alderman  Power — The  committee  have  no  opin- 
ion to  offer.  The  majority  undertook  to  give 
counsel  and  consult  the  City  Engineer ;  but  other 
members  thought,  it  looked  towards  delay.  S  >me- 
bod.v  weat  ro  the  City  Engineer  for  advice  snd  ha 
found  fault  with  some  thi. as:  but  the  architect, 
Mr.  Meajham,  differed  witri  the  Engineer,  ana 
the  latter  finally  abandoned  tbe  idea  of  under- 
taking to  perfect  the  plan. 

Alder  nan  Burrage— Was  n't  the  Engineer  in 
favor  ot  a  curb  ana  opposed  to  a  fe^c°?  He  sug- 
ge;red  a  deep  foundation  and  openings  at  irregu- 
lar iutervals.  As  proposed  oo  .  ,  it  is  my  oamon 
it  is  going  to  i  e«trov  mors  tiees  th«n  any  curb 
that  co  aid  be  p-Jt  fn'ire. 

Alderman  Quiacy — By  accident,  I  did  not  re- 
ceive my  notice,  and  vas  not  present  at  the  meet- 
ing of  tne  committee  referred  to ;  but  at  previous 
meetings  I  did  lot  hear  the  opinion  thai  this  was 
a  flimsy  taing  upon  which  to  ppend  the 
city's  mocey.  The  Engineer  was  known  to 
favor  a  curb,  and  he  was  asked  to  make 
suggestions  aboottbis  fence,  whicb  he  did  and 
the  whole  thing  was  changed  to  me  et  his  approval. 
Certainly  at  no  meeting  at  which  1  was  present 
did  he  characterize  the  whole  thing  as  uu -table. 
So  far  as  I  recollsct  all  his  suggestions  were  con- 
formed to.  It  is  well  understood  that  he  is  not 
lesponsible  it  it  become*  a  failure. 

Alderman  Stebbins — The  City  Engineer  may  cot 
be  responsible  for  it,  but  after  the  statement  of 
tbe  Alderman  from  Ward  12  I  shall  vote  against 
it.  I  don't  want  to  take  the  responsibility  of  vot- 
ing for  a  fence  that  will  last  only  a  year  or  two. 
I  would  rat  her  have  it  lie  over  a  week. 

Alderoian  Power — I  am  surprised  at  the  .re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  on  mv  ieft  [Alderman 
Quincy]  for  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  committee 
the  Engineer  said  he  had  had  ve'v  little  ti>  do 
with  the  plan,  and  that  it  was  not  his  plan;  and 
one  ot  the  coinmittee 'ook  tbe  Engineer  and  his 
department  to  task  for  the  delay,  and  undertaking 
to  defeat  the  wishes  of  the  City  Council.  The  En- 
gineer undertook  to  explain  that  he  had  no  inten- 
tion of  delaying  the  matter;  that  he  tal  had  no 
official  orders ;  that  members  of  the  commit- 
tee had  madb  suggestions  to  him,  but  he 
bad  had  no  positive  orders  and  he  didn't 
feel  that  he  had  a  right  to  do  anything.  I  don't 
understand  that  he  has  made  any  material  change 
in  tb  3  plan,  or  that  any  of  his  suggestions  have 
been  adopted.  The  last  meeting  of  'he  commit- 
tee, at  which  tbe  Alderman  was  present,  adjourn- 
ed without  saving  the  Engineer  any  positive  in- 
structions to  report  anv  plan. 

Alderman  Quincy— The  Alderman's  recollection 
differs  from  mine.  My  recollection  is  that  sug- 
gestions were  asked  for,  and  those  made  by  the 
City  Engineer  were  substantially  agreed  to. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  don't  think  this  matter 
should  be  pressed  tonight,  especially  as  the  mat- 
ter has  to  go  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  second  reading  was  refused  and  the  oider 
went  over. 

MADISON    SQUARE. 

Alderman  Powe<  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Common,  etc. : 

Ordered,  Tbatthe  following  additional  appro- 
priations be  made  for  the  Department  of  Com- 
mon and  Public  Grounds,  the  several  sums  named 
to  be  expended  under  tbe  direction  of  tbe  Joint 
Standing  Committee  on  said  department,  namely: 
For  superintendence  and  labor,  $7000;  for  grad- 
ing and  impioving  Madison  square,  $5000;  for  en- 
closing Bromley  paik  with  a  cuib  and  otherwise 
improving  "aid  park,  $1300;  said  sums  to  be  trans- 
ferred for  that  purpose  from  toe  1  olio  wiDg  items 
in  toe  appropriation  for  Common,  etc.:  From  ap- 
propriation for  Extension  of  Fence  on  Common- 
wealth Avenue,  $10,000;  from  appropriation  for 
Capping  Wall  and  Pointing  Same  on  Fountain 
Square,  $1500;  from  appropriation  for  Building 
Bank  Wall  on  Washington  Park,  $1500;  from  ap- 
propriation for  Bird  Houses,  $300. 

Alderman  Worthington  inquired  what  bad  been 
done  with  all  the  money  spent  on  Madison  square 
this  year. 

Alderman  Power  said  $5000  had  been  appro- 
priated, but  it  was  well  known  that  would  not 
fiuishit;  and  as  theynad  concluded  not  to  build 
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the  fence  on  Commonwealth  avenue, they  thought 
it  best  to  spend  the  money  on  Madison  square, 
which  had  taken  a  large  amount  of  money  and 
material  to  fill  up;  but  now  they  are  sure  $5000 
will  complete  it. 

Alderman  Worthingtoo  could  nod  conceive  how 
$5000  could  be  snent  there  and  make  so  little  show. 
It  seemeii  to  be  "a  permanent  investment,  a  sort  of 
sinking  fund. 

Alderman  Power  said  the  place  had  kept  sink- 
ing and  had  co  be  refilled.  A  great  deal  had  been 
speut  for  loam,  gravel  and  shrubs,  besides  labor 
and  filling. 

Alderman  Bun-age—  How  long  are  you  going  to 
have  this  sinking  fund  ? 

Alderman  Power  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Clark  gave  a  history  of  the  filling  of 
Madisoo  square,  which  is  a  legacy  from  the  city 
of  Roxbury,  and  was  a  low  swamp.  But  it  has 
touched  bottom  at  last,  and  has  been  on  a  solid 
foundation  for  a  year  past.  The  $5000  has  been 
well  spent,  and  this  sum  is  to  finish  it.  Early  in 
the  year,  the  committee  supposed  they  would 
build  another  fence  on  Co  mm  on  wealth  avenue, 
but  tbat  has  oeen  prevented  b-  xl  *  lelay  in  ob- 
taining a  tide  to  the  streets. 

Alderman  Presci  tt  desirpa  ta?  <:  er  to  lie  over. 
In  the  Committee  on  J  udito'rf  Estimates  the 
chairman  was  vehement  iy  in  i t> \  or  of  extending 
the  Cotumouwealth-avenue  square  to  Chester 
park;  hue  now  they  do  n't  i.eeiit,  and  it  appeared 
as  if  they  meant  to  «pend  the  whole  of  the  appro- 
priation anyhow.  He  would  be  content  to  see  a 
small  balance  left. 

Alderman  Clark  said  he  had  earnestly  recom- 
mended the  appropriation,  but  the  work  could 
not  be  done  now.  They  must  have  more  money 
for  labor,  for  the  public  demanded  that  the 
grounds  be  kept  in  first-rate  shape.  Ic  can  be 
completed  withiu  the  next  thirty  or  foitydays. 
The  committee  have  reduced  the  wages  of  the 
employes  in  order  that  more  people  can  have  em- 
ployment with  the  same  money  and  more  work  be 
done. 

Alderman  Burrage  suggested  whether  it  would 
not  be  better  to  wait  till  spring  and  see  whether 
it  settles  more. 


Alderman  Clark  paid  the  committee  were  unan- 
imous that  it  ought  to  be  done.  In  times  like 
these,  when  honest  laborers  are  crying  for  work 
to  support  their  families,  woik  should  be  given 
them  if  it  is  to  be  done. 

Alderman  Worthington  supposed  the  money 
spent  was  largely  for  labor.  He  knew  the  terri- 
tory would  not  settle  any  more;  but  he  thought  a 
large  amount  had  been  spent  on  this  square. 

Alderman  Clark  said  the  money  had  been  spent 
for  materials  furnished  by  contractors  on  certifi- 
cate of  the  Engineer.  Very  little  has  been  spent 
for  labor. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott  the  order  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

BOWDOIN-STREET  LAND    DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Clark  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  in  the  settlement  of  Damages  for 
widening  Bowdotn  street,  Ward  16,  the  whole  of 
the  estate  belonging  to  E.  P.  Robinson,  situated 
on  Bowdoin  street,  and  Church  street,  be  pur- 
chased, and  that  there  be  allowed  and  paid  there- 
for to  said  Robinson  or  his  assignees,  the  sum  of 
$20,000  upon  his  proving  to  the  city  a  deed  of  s> aid 
estate  satisfactory  to  the  City  Solicitor;  said  sum 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Laying  out 
and  Widening  Street*. 

Alderman  Clark— Some  time  ago  the  Committee 
on  Streets  and  Committee  on  Paving  examined 
this  property,  and  I  think  it  was  their  unanimous 
opinion  that  if  that  property  could  be  bought  for 
$20,000  it  would  be  a  most  economical  thing  for 
the  city  to  do.  It  has  been  held  at  $23,000 
by  the  owner,  but  he  has  finally  agreed 
to  accept  $20,000.  I  know  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Streets  thnks  it  will  be  most  eco- 
nomical for  the  city  to  purchase  that  estate; 
and  I  understand  that  was  the  unanimous  opinion 
of  the  Committee  on  Paving.  It  is  getting  late  in 
the  season,  and  the  Superintendent  desires  to  com- 
mence that  job. 

The  order  was  read  once  and  laid  over. 

On  motion  ot  Alderman  Quincy  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN. 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

SEPTEMBER    23,    1875. 


Special  meeting,  called  by  the  Mayor,  at  1 
o'clockP.  M.,  Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presid- 
ing. 

JURORS    DRAWN. 

Fourteen  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  October 
term  of  the  Municipal  Court,  Highland  District. 

LICENSE  COMMISSIONER. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Mayor 
nominating  Joseph  A.  Laforme  to  the  office  of 
License  Commissioner,  vice  Patrick  A.  Collins,  re- 
signed, the  appoiutment  to  take  effect  on  Oct.  1. 

Said  nomination  was  confirmed.    Sent  down. 

MADISON  SQUARE,  ETC. 

Alderman  Power — If  gentlemen  nave  satisfied 
themselves  in  relation  to  the  order  for  com- 
pleting Madison  square,  I  move  that  it  be  taken 
from  the  table  and  given  a  second  reading,  as  the 
work  ought  to  be  done  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  oraer  authorizes  additional  appropriations 
to  be  mado  for  the  Department  of  Common  and 
Public  Grounds,  the  several  sums  named  to  be  ex- 
pended under  the  direction  of  tua  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  said  department,  namely:  For  su- 
perintendence and  labor,  $7000;  for  grading  aDd 
improving  Madison  square,  $5000;  for  enclos- 
ing Bromley  park  with  a  curb  and  otherwise  im- 
proving said  park,  $1300;  said  sums  to  be  trans- 
ferred for  that  purpose  from  the  following  items 
in  the  appropriation  for  Common,  etc. :  From  ap- 
propriation tor  Extension  of  Pence  on  Common- 
wealth Aveaue,  $10,000;  from  appropriation  for 
Capping  Wall  and  Pointing  Sams  on  Fountain 
Square,  $1500;  from  appropriation  for  Building 
Bank  Wall  on  Washington  Park,  $1500;  from  ap- 
prooriation  for  Bird  Houses,  $300. 

Alderman  Prescott — If  other  members  are  ready 
to  vote  I  shall  not  object ;  but  it  is  not  customary 
to  transact  any  business  at  special  nieeting3  other 
rhauthatfot  whicu  they  are  calted.  As  a  singie 
member  1  shall  not  object;  but  if  I  could  have 
my  pergonal  preference  it  would  lie  over — or  be 
passed  after  it  is  discussed. 

Alderman  Power — I  should  not  have  made  the 
motion  bad  not  I  understood  that  certain  mem- 
bers desiring  ir. formation  have  satisfied  them- 
selves and  are  willing  tbat  the  order  should  pass. 

Alderman  Worthington— Siuce  the  last  meeting 
I  have  looked  into  the  subject  so  far  as  I  am 
capable.  The  ouly  query  io  my  mind  is  ?s  to  the 
amount  being  spent  there,  lhave  conversed  witb 
the  Superintendent,  who  explaiued  what  is  being 
done,  ana  that  a  large  amount  of  loam 
is     necessary     to     cairy     it     on,     which     will 


require  $5000,  the  amount  asked  for.  Still,  it 
seemed  to  be  a  veiy  large  amount  of  money  to 
spend  on  a  square  like  that— two  different  appro- 
priations of  $5000  each.  I  am  assured  it  will  re- 
quire eighteen  or  twenty  inches  of  loam  upon  che 
entire  surface  in  order  to  make  the  tree>j  and  sods 
grow ;  but  when  this  is  once  completed  the  square 
will  not  require  a  very  large  appropriation.  1 
shall,  therefore,  favor  the  appropriation. 

ihe  order  -was  taken  fiom  the  table,  read  a 
second  time  and  passed— -yeas  11,  nays  1— Alder- 
man Prescott  voting  nay.    Sent  down. 

SALE  AUTHORIZED. 

Alderman  Prtscott  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  that  tne  Committee  on  Markets, 
Weignts  and  Me9sures  be  authorized  to  sell  a 
horse,  wagon  and  such  other  articles  iu  the  de- 
par,  ment  of  weights  and  measures  as  are  no  long- 
er requited  for  the  ust-  of  the  city;  the  proceeds  of 
the  articles  sold  to  be  paid  into  the  Collector's  of- 
fice. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

SECURITY  FOR  CLAIMS  FOR  SEWER  ASSESSMENTS. 

Alderman  Piescott  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Collector  of  Taxes  be  author- 
ized to  receive  m  behalf  of  the  city  a  deposit  of 
such  sum  of  money,  ana  under  such  stipulation  in 
relation  thereto,  as  ne,  witb  the  approval  of  the 
City  Solicitor,  may  direct,  to  abide  the  results  of 
certain  suits  now  pending  against  toe  city  of 
Boston,  in  relation  to  certain  assessments  for  con- 
structing a  sewer  in  Copeland  street,  in  said  city, 
assessed  to  John  M.  Way,  as  owner  or  in  posses- 
sion; and  that, upon  such  deposit  being  made,  the 
'Mayor  be  authorized  to  execute  a  release  of  all 
claim  of  the  city  of  Boston  upon  such  estates,  by 
reason  of  such  Mssessmems,  and  of  the  sale  ox 
said  estates  for  noa  payment  thsreof. 

Alderman  Prescott  movea  that  the  order  be  re- 
ferred io  the  Committee  oti  Finance. 

Alderman  Harris— I  have  heard  of  this  order 
only  withro  a  tew  moments,  and  as  it  relates 
to  the  Sewer  Department  it  seems  to  me 
it  should  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Sewers.  It  seems  to  ms  that  the  adoption  of  such 
an  order  might  establish  a  ba  i  precedent  for  other 
assessments  pending,  and  I  have  great  aoubt  of 
the  wisdom  of  passing  it. 

Alderman  Prescott — The  explanation,  of  the  or- 
der is  that  a  gentleman  came  to  set-  me  yester- 
day and  I  leftrred  him  to  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Sewers,  who  was  absent 
from  the  city.  I  was  informed  that  the 
form  of  the  '  order  wa«  ..sanctioned  by  the 
City  Solicitor.  The  subject  should  properly  come 
before  the  Sewer  Department,  and  I  therefore 
withdraw  the  motion  for  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finai  ce,  and  move  that  it  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Scweis. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  Board 
adjourned. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

SEPTEMBER    33,    1875. 


Regular  meeting  at  iy2  o'clock  P.  M.,  Halsey  J. 
Boaidman,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Petitions  of  James  A.  Kemp  and  Police  Cap- 
tain H.  J.  Beck  with,  referred. 

Papers  came  do  vn  for  reference,  and  were  re- 
ferred in  concurrence  as  follows: 

1.  To  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  of  tin  or- 
der to  hire  for  Ave  years  the  second  and  third 
floors  of  339  Broadway,  South  Boston,  for  award 
room  and  armory  for  Company  I,  Ninth  Regi- 
ment, at  not  exceeding  $1000  per  annual;  2.  To 
Committee  on  Census,  etc.,  of  a  message  tiom  the 
Mayor  recommending  attention  to  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Bureau  of  Statistics  of  Labor  re- 
specting provisions  for  payment  of  bill  of  Census 
Enumerators;  3.  To  Committee  on  Finance,  of  a 
request  of  the  Registrars  of  Voters  for  a  transfer 
of  $65.09  from  appiopriation  for  ''Contingent 
Expenses"  to  that  tor  ''Assessors'  Sheets"; 
4.  To  same  committee,  of  the  rt port  of  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Streets  on  acceptance  from  the 
Boston  Water  Power  Company  of  certain  streets 
on  the  Back  Bay  lands  (City  Doc.  No.  100);  5.  To 
same  committee,  of  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Public  Institutions,  recommending  that  the  re- 
quest of  the  Board  of  Direc  i  ors  for  certain  altera- 
tions on  Eastern-avenue  wharf  to  accommodate 
their  new  steamboat,  be  granted. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Public  Instiuction  to 
consider  expeciency  of  furnishing  accommoda- 
tions for  military  drill  to  pupils  of  Cbarlestown 
High  School.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  arid  orders  fiom  Committee  on  Public 
Institutions  for  transfers  of  not  exceeding  $3000 
from  the  appropriation  for  Alterations  and  Repairs 
on  House  of  Industry,  for  tbe  Alterations  and  Re- 
pairs of  wharf  at  Deer  Isiaud,  aod  of  not  exceed- 
ing $4500  from  the  unexpended  Dalauce  of  the 
appropriation  for  Building  a  New  Wharf  al  Rains- 
foid  Island,  co  be  expended  in  fitting  out  and 
furnishing  the  steamboat  of  the  Board  of  Direct- 
ors for  Public  Institutions. 

Mr.  Trair  of  Ward  13  stated  that  it  was  impor- 
tant to  have  these  matters  carried  out  at  once. 
On  his  motiou  the  rule  was  suspended  aud  the 
orders  were  severally  read  twice  aud  passed — 
yeas  51,  nays  0. 

Order  for  transfers  from  the  item  for  ''Fuel"  m 
the  appropriation  for  East  Boston  Ferries,  viz.,  to 
repairs  of  piers,  North  Ferry,  Boston  side,  $258.50; 
alterations  and  repairs  of  water  closets,  etc., 
$67.93;  repairs  of  piers,  South  berry,  East  Boston 
side,  $711.37.  Read  twice  under  a  suspensiou  of 
the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cushman  of  Ward  1, 
and  passed— yeas  51,  nays  1. 

Order  authorizing  additional  appropriations  and 
transfers  in  the  appropriation  for  Common,  etc., 
as  follows :  For  superintendence  and  labor,  $7000 ; 
for  grading  and  improving  Ma<iison  square,  $5000; 
for  enclosing  Btomley  park  with  a  euro  aod  other- 
wise improving  said  park,  $1300;  said  sums  to  be 
transfeired  for  that  purpose  from  the  following 
items  in  the  appropriation  for  Common,  etc.: 
From  appiopriation  for  Extension  of  Fence  on 
Commou  wealth  avenue,  $10,000;  from  appropria- 
tion for  Capping  Wall  and  Pointing  Same  on 
Fountain  square,  $1500;  from  appropriation  for 
Building  Ban k  Wall  on  Washington  Park,  $1500; 
from  appiopriation  for  Bird  Houses  $300. 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6 — It  is  imperatively  neces- 
sary that  some  of  this  work  should  go  on  at  once, 
and  as  the  order  has  passed  the  other  branch,  I 
move  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  that  it  may  take  its 
second  reading  tonight. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  read  a 
second  time. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  13—1  don't  baldly  like  this 
order.  A  good  deal  has  been  dorie  on  Madison 
square  already,  and  though  it  is  cot  finished,  it 
seems  to  me  it  is  preventing  work  iu  other 
places.  I  have  several  times  asked  for  a 
transfer  of  some  appropriation  for  a  small 
paik  that  we  have  in  Ward  13,  but  have  been  met 
every  time  with  the  answer  that  there  was  no 
money  that  could  be  used  there.  After  a  long 
while  I  did  get  $2000,  which  has  just  been  expend- 


ed, I  am  told,  but  it  has  left  Orchard  Park  id  a 
very  bad  state.  The  ground  is  not  filled,  and  at 
every  rain  there  is  water  standing  about  in  pools. 
The  park  is  really  ia  a  very  bad  state;  but  I  un- 
derstand that  no  more  is  to  be  done  there.  I  doa't 
feel  as  if  the  committee  are  treating  us  just  right, 
and  I  hope  this  order  will  uot  pass. 

Mr.  Parker  of  Ward  14 — I  should  like  to  ask 
some  member  of  the  committee  why  it  is  less  nec- 
essary to  cap  the  wall  on  Fountain  square  now 
than  it  was  last  spring?  It  was  said  last  spring 
that  it  must  be  done;  but  now  they  propose  to 
uansfer  the  money  appropriated  for  it, 
while  it  was  Sdid  the  wall  will  oe  set- 
tling. Tb^y  have  been,  filling  Madson 
square  as  long  as  twenty  years,  aud  still  it 
keeps  on  settling  When  the  propo;  ition  was  made 
to  enlarge  it,  in  1870,  testimony  was  given 
that  it  would  require  a  piling  of  sixty  feet  deep, 
and  1  suppose  it  will  continue  to  settle  till  it  gets 
down  to  a  solid  basis. 

Mr.  Uuild  of  Ward  6— It  seems  to  me  that  the 
objections  offered  to  the  proposition  simply 
amount  to  this:  If  you  don't  do  something  for  us, 
we  wont  do  anything  for  you.  Now,  sir,  the  gen- 
tleman speaks  of  Orchard  Park.  A  gieat  deal 
has  been  oone  at  Orchard  Paik,  which  does  not 
require  so  much,  and  has  not  so  much  taxable 
property  about  it  as  tbe  park  that  he  has  referred 
to  tonight.  In  the  Committee  on  Common 
and  squares  we  found  orrselves  in  chis  po- 
sition—the  appiopriation  for  labor  was  exhausted; 
it  is  imperatively  Decessary  to  continue  the  em- 
ployment of  labor  on  the  public  grounds  for  vari- 
ous reasons;  first,  fiat  the  grounds  require  atten- 
tion; second,  the  committee  do  not  wish  to  cut 
down  the  r.umber  of  laborers  employed,  when 
there  is  such  a  large  number  of  men  out  of  em- 
ployment at  this  the  best  season  of  the  year  for- 
carrying  on  public  improvements ;  ana  third,  some 
of  these  improvements  bad  been  cariiej  to  such  a 
point  tha.t  to  abandon  them  even  for  a  year  would 
be  a  serious  expense  to  the  city.  I  can  only  speak 
from  Si  comparatively  recent  experience,  but  from 
an  inspection  of  tbe  work  done  by  previous  com- 
mittees upon  this  Madison-sauare  legacy  from 
othtsr  city  govf rauiem  s,  it  appeared  to  me 
that  if  it  were  my  property  I  should 
spare  no  time  either  in  getting  it  to 
a  proper  level  or  in  making  it  habitable 
ground,  or  rather  in  making  the  places  around  it 
habitable,  which  they  fcre  not  now.  Property- 
owners  co mplain  of  tbe  unfinished  ot^te  jf  that 
park.  To  be  sur:,it  maybe  said  to  be  a  white 
elephant  on  the  city's  hands  ;  but  we  have  it,  and 
it  is  in  a  thickly  inhabited  part  of  tae  cHv,  being 
surrounded  by  houses,  with  a  sehoolhouse  on  one 
side  and  other  buildings  upon  the  other.  It  was 
thought  that  the  work  had  progressed  so  tar 
now  that  it  would  be  folly  to  abandon  it. 
Orcnard  Park,  of  which  the  gentleman  has 
spoken,  has  received  attention  from  the  commit- 
tee this  year.  If  any  one  will  go  there,  which  he 
can  do  by  means  of  the  fabled  thread  oi  clue  which 
some  one  haJ  to  use  in  a  labyrinthian  search, 
he  will  see  that  the  committee  have  doce  a  good 
work  in  a  comparatively  obscure  part  of  the  city. 
I  don't  mean  ro  say  it  should  have  lees  atten- 
tion than  otner  '  parks;  on  the  contrary,  I 
would  say  tn*t  this  park,  so  far  removed 
from  the  other  parks  of  the  city,  should 
be  made  very  attractive  for  the  benefit 
of  those  who  cannot  couvenieatly  reach  the  Com- 
mon aod  Public  Garden.  It  is  the  intention  of  the 
committee  to  do  this;  but  they  find  themsslves  in 
this  position — either  they  must  transfer  appropria- 
tions made  for  other  purposes  and  make  them  go 
as  far  as  possible,  or  they  must  come  to  the  City 
Council  lor  more  money,  which  it  was  ihougat 
should  bs  the  dernier  resort.  Now,  sir,  something 
has  been  doue  to  Orchard  Park,  and  it  is  necessary 
to  do  more  notonlytoMadisoa  Park,  but  to  the  va- 
rious public  grounds.  The  reason  I  moved  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule  i,-.  that  labor  will  have  to  be  sus- 
pended to  a  certain  extent  until  this  a  opropr  ration 
is  transferred.  Withiegajd  to  capping  toe  wall 
on  Fountain  square,  I  can  only  quote  the  gentle- 
man's own  words — bethought  it  was  not  ne  essa- 
ry  to  be  capped,  and  that  it  would  last  tor  soae 
time  longer.  I  took,  what  I  supposed  io  be  the 
good  opinion  of  one  who  passes  it  every  da^,  that 
it  would  last  as  long  as  Horatio  Harris's  wall,  and 
I  am  surprised  uo  bear  him  object  to  a  transfer  of 
that  appropriation  to  'a  place  where  the  city  will 
suffer  damage  if  the  work  is  not  done. 

Mr.  Parker  of  Ward  14—1  did  n't  think  it  needed 
to  be  done  m  the  spring,  and  I  don't  tbirk  it  does 
now.    My  idea  then  was  that  it  was  ro  be  put  into 
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the  appropriation,  and  subsequently  to  be  trans- 
ferred to  soue  bthe<  object,  >vbicb  is  now  at- 
tempted. I  never  expected  to  see  the  capping 
done  i his  year. 

Mr.  Sbawof  Ward  5— As  amsmbei  of  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  Common  and  Squares  I  do  not  believe 
in  the  suspension  ot  the  rule.  I  did  n't  know  that 
the  motion  was  to  be  made.  I  don't  believero 
suspending  the  iiile  unles->  it  isabsol  tely  necessa- 
ry and  I  ooo't  cousider  it  necessary  in  tois  ca^e.  I 
don't  agree  with  the  coumittee,  ai  d  I  shall  agree 
with  the  gentleman  frem  Ward  13  that  Or-hard 
Part  has  been  neglected,  and  tbat  this  appropria- 
tion of  $5000  for  Madisoo  square  ought  not  to  be 
made  now.  I  believe  in  treating  ill  patta  of  tbe 
citv  with  equal  rights,  equal  improve  «ents,  and 
with  equa'ity  in  every  sense  ot  the  word,  i  be- 
lieve tbat  Orchard  park  needs  an  appropriation  as 
much  as  Madison  square  dors.  No »,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, let  me  go  back  to  Jaauaxy  or  February 
wljen  the  committee  who  had  had  some  con- 
siderable experience  in  estimating  on  appro- 
priations, recommended  to  the  Council  the 
appropriation  of  $115,000  or  $116,000.  Every  mem- 
ber piesent  agreed  to  it.  It  was  carried  into  the 
Finance  Committee,  and  a  in*  mber  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common  from  the  Council,  who  was 
orxb  of  tbe  Finance  Committee,  without  the 
kcowledge  or  consent  of  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon and  Squares,  got  that  appropriation  reduced 
from  the  suiniia  Led  to  $88,000, 1  predicted  that  that 
which  has  ceen  done  tonight  would  occur— tbat 
more  money  would  be  asked  for,  and  that  this 
question  would  arise  as  to  these  appropriations. 
Experience  is  worth  something.  Ic.  is  now  pro- 
posed that  appropriations  snail  be  transferred 
from  one  object  to  another — that  is,  chat  labor 
requires  mors,  and  it  may  be  that  Madisoa  square 
requires  more.  But  we  have  already  appropriated 
$5000  and  spent  it  upon  Madison  square,  and  this 
calls  for  $5000  more.  Without  a  dissenti  g  voice 
we  appropriated  $2000  for  the  improvement  of 
Orchard  park,  which  is  yet  unfinished.  It  has 
not  been  agreed  to  add  one  cent  for  Orchard  park, 
while  Madison  square  is  ro  get  $5000  more.  I  don't 
believe  it  is  right  to  cut  off  Orcha  d  park  and  the 
people  living  in  that  vicinity  with  nothing,  while 
double  the  amount  fiist  appropriated  is  piled 
upon  Madison  square.  It  is  proposed  to 
tcansfei  $10,000  from  the  appropriation  for  a 
fence  on  Commonwealth  av-nue;  and  to  spend 
$7000  for  superintendence  and  labor,  which 
is  all  right.  We  have  got  to  appropri- 
ate it  from  some  source;  but  I  don't  be- 
lieve in  favoring  Madison  square  at  ths  expense 
of  Orchard  park.  That  is  this  pi  opositioB.  It 
is  n't  right.  I  don't  ask  a  suspension  ot  the  rule, 
and  I  didn't  suppose  any  member  of  the  commit- 
tee vv  ould  do  it.  Let  this  matter  be  considered, 
and  let  the  people  from  Orchard  park  come  before 
ths  Council  and  state  tbeir  grievances.  Let  us 
treat  them  all  equally  and  alike. 

Tne  order  was  rejected  in  non-concurrence  for 
want  of  two-thiids--yeas  46,  nays  10: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Anoerson,  SBeal,,  Brackett,  Bur- 
ditt,  Clarke,  Collins,  Crocker,  dishing,  Cush- 
man,  Damon,  Day,  Devereux,  Duggan,  Edwards, 
Felt,  Fitzgerald,  fcltzpatrick,  Flynn ,  Guild,  Har- 
mon, Harrigan,  Hicks,  Hiscock,  Howes,  Jaques, 
Kelley,  Kimball,  Kmgsley,  Lappen,  Lelgbtou, 
Mooney,  Morrison,  Newton,  Noyes,  Page,  Pierce, 
Power,  Sibley,  Sprague,  Stacey,  Sweetser,  Tbach- 
er,  Trull,  Wadsworth,  Walbridge.  Walsh— 46 

Nays— Messrs.  Burgess,  Curtis,  Parker,  Samp- 
son, Shaw,  Train,  Wbitcomb,  Wnitmore,  Wilbur, 
WiUcutt— 10. 

Orcer  for  tbe  Committee  on  Market,  etc.,  to  sell 
a  horse  and  vehicle,  etc.,  the  proceeds  to  be  paid 
to  ths  Collector.    It-ad  twice  and  passed. 

Executive  communication  nominating  Joseph 
A.  Laforme  u  be  Licens?  Commissioner,  vice 
Patrick  A..  Coijms,  resigned.  Nomination  con- 
firmed. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Older  for  the  erection  of  a  brick  schoolhouse, 
with  eight  rooms  and  a  hall,  on  the  city  lot  on 
Ashland  street,  West  Roxburv,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $50,000.    Passed.    Sent  up. 

Order  for  a  transfer  of  $1300  from  "Salaries  for 
Patrolmen"  to  "Badges,  Wr<»ath«,  <Hubs,"  etc.,  in 
Police  appropriation.  Passed  in  concurience— 
veas  51,  n«ys  0. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Klynn,  tbe  vote  whereby  was 
rejecied  the  ordei  for  a  loan  of  $205,000,  for  the 
construction  of  a  sewer  in  the  Mystic  Valley,  was 
reconsideied  ;  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Devereux  of 
Ward  22,  the  older  wa3  laid  on  the  table. 


PARK  COMMISSIONERS. 

The  order  for  a  transfer  from  the  Reserved  Fund 
to  the  Park  Department  of  $7000  to  defiay  ex- 
penses during  piesent  financial  year,  for  clerical 
services,  advertising,  etc.,  «  a  considrred  under 
uufi  >i«hed  business. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13 — The  object  of  this  appro- 
priation is  rather  fully  set  forth  in  the  ordei.but  I 
would  like  some  further  explanation  in  regard  to 
it.  When  tile-Park  Commissioners  were  appoint- 
ed it  was  understood  that  they  were  to  serve  with- 
out compea^atioi).  Up  to  this  time  they  have 
made  no  report — and,  so  far  as  I  know,  they  have 
transacted  no  busines?.  This  seems  to  be  an  un- 
usual call,  and  I  hope  to  have  more  light  upon  the 
subject  before  I  am  called  upon  to  vote  for  it.  I 
should  like  some  member  of  the  Finance  Commit- 
tee to  give  us  some  light  upon  the  subjecr. 

Mr.  Sampson  of  Ward  10— I  can  only  say  that 
the  committee  examined  the  estimates  of  the  ex- 
pense to  be  incurred,  which  were,  for  clerk  hire 
and  phonographic  reports  of  hearugs,  $2000; 
printing,  $500^ advertising,  $500;  stationery,  $300; 
surveys,  maps,  plans,  etc.,  $3500;  incidentals,  $200; 
in  all  $7000.  The  purposes  of  the  commission 
were  explained  before  rhe  Committee  on  Finance, 
who  recommended  the  appropriation. 

Mr.  Shaw  ot  Ward  5—1  don't  believe  I  have  yet 
heard  anything  that  will  answer  the  request  of 
the  gentleman  from  the  Thirteenth  Ward.  Hav- 
ing bad  something  to  do  with  this  matter  of 
pv.rks,  I  should  like  to  be  in  formed  what  all  this 
means.  1  would  like  to  know  what  all  t  lis  ex- 
penditure is  for.  If  I  understand  tbe  order 
aright,  $7000  ate  to  oe  appropriated;  and  for 
wlut?  Cleik  hire,  etc.,  $2000;  plans,  maps,  $3500; 
and  io  all,  $7000..  Well,  I  believe  this  Council  pill 
never  vote  for  that  oi  der  until  we  know  what  it  is. 
It  certainly  should  be  competent  for  soma  mem- 
ber who  introduced  this  order  to  explain  it.  $7000 
is  not  a  large  amount;  but  it  is  not 
to  be  thrown  away.  No  ieport  has  been  made 
from  the  park  commissioners.  As  I  have  said,  I 
have  had  something  to  do  witd  this  park  matter. 
Yet  I  have  been  informed  by  his  honor  the  Mayor 
that  he  nad  appointed  three  honorable  gentlemen 
to  act  without  pay.  Have  they  cons  anything, 
sit?  I  would  like  to  be  inf  or  med— and  I  think  I 
have  the  rigot,  sir,  before  this  honorable  body,  to 
ask  to  be  informed,  having  done  ttiat  which  I 
could,  in  my  humble  capacity,  in  the  passage  of 
the  order  contemplating  ths  laying  out  of  oark* — 
I  would  like  tokrow  what  this  commission  have 
done  and  what  they  propose  to  do;  and  I  would 
like  to  See  some  plan  before  this  body  that  would 
warrant  u«  in  expenoing  ihis  money.  Because,  sir, 
under  the  act.  a  copy  of  which  1  hold  in  my  hand, 
such  and  such  poweis  are  granted  to  the  commis- 
sioners—"provided,  that  uo  land  shall  ba  tnken  or 
other  thing  involving  the  expenditure  of  money 
done,  until  an  appropriation,  sufficient  to  cover 
the  estimated  expense  thereof,  shall  have 
been  made  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  each  branch 
of  the  City  Council  ot  s*id  city."  What  is  the 
mot  al  of  it?  That  the  City  Council  and  tbe  mem- 
bers thereof  shall  be  satisfied  of  expediency  of 
the  uecessity  of  the  appropriations,  and  that  not 
one  cent  shall  be  ttpent  until  some  statement  is 
made  by  that  honorable  board  to  us  showing  that 
it  is  necessary. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— It  seems  to  me  the  re- 
mark* of  the  gentleman  are  very  inconsistent. 
He  objects  that  the  Commissioners  have  not  done 
anything,  and  quotes  the  statute  to  show  that  they 
caDnot  incur  any  expenditure  except  by  authority 
of  tbe  City  Council.  Now,  when  we  aie  asked  to 
ma&e  an  appropriation  to  enable  them  to  do 
something,  he  objects.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
object  of  making  this  appropriation  is  to  enable 
them  to  do  somethiog. 

Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11— Members  of  the  Council 
are  aware  thar  I  was  one  of  the  few  who  opposed 
the  passage  of  the  park  order  on  account  of  the 
expense  necessary  to  be  incurred;  but  even  I  did 
not  suppose  that  the  strongest  advocates  of  the 
park  would  begin  to  contend  against  any  expendi- 
ture so  very  suddenly  after  the  order  was  passed. 
If  the  gentleman  who  asked  the  question  had  hut 
listened  while  the  estimates  were  read,  he  would 
see  how  the  expenses  are  made  up.  Any  one 
who  knows  anything  about  the  expense  of 
shoit-hand  repotting,  knows  that  a  very  few 
long  hearings  will  count  up  five  or  six  hundred 
dollars  in  a  very  short  time.  Then,  as  to  the  mat- 
ter of  plans,  maps  and  surveys,  they  seem  to  be 
absolutelv  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, if  we  intend  that  they  shall  select  loca- 
tions for  parks.    Those  two  items  constitute  the 
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large  majority  o£  the  expenditures.  When  the 
Commissioners  were  appointeci  it  was  with  the 
understanding  that  they  were  not  to  accept,  a  sal- 
ary ;  hut  I  did  not  understand  that  they  were  to 
pay  for  clerk  hire,  rent  of  rflice,  ink,  paper,  etc. 
That,  at  least,  was  to  be  paid  by  the  city.  Possi- 
bly the  gentleman,  from  Ward  5  might  expect 
them  to  pay  for  toe  park;  I  ^bould  be  willing  to 
have  them  do  so,  but  they  did  n't  enter  into  any 
such  great  olan. 

Mr.  Shaw--I  should  like  to  ask  how  the  gentle-' 
man  knows  what  tbsii  plans  are?  Is  he  one  of 
them?  He  assumes  to  kno n ;  what  right  has  he 
to  get  up  here  and  talk  about  the  planf  of  the 
commissioners?  I  am  for  public  parks,  and  u:on 
the  basis  which  I  have  stated  here.  I  am  satisfied 
that  these  three  Commissioners  do  nor  iatend  a  y 
such  basis;  and  being  satisfied  of  that,  as  a  mem- 
ber ot  this  Council  I  stand  here  and  ;.*k  why 
this  expenditure  is  proposed.  I  have  uo 
issue  with  thos*-  gentlemen.  They  are  com- 
petent wev,  or  I  presume  the  honorable  bead  of 
this  Government  thinks  tliey  are,  or  he  would  not 
nave  appointed  thi-.m.  I  know  something  of  the 
matter,  though  it  may  not  become  me  to  blow  my 
own  trumpet.  But,  sir,  I  stand  here  in  the  face 
and  eyes  of  this  whole  city  of  Boston  when  I  si  and 
herein  advocacy  of  public  parks.  I  shall  not  go 
back  upon  my  record,  for  it  ic  too  well  and 
plainly  known  in  this  city  on  this  subject.  I 
shall  advocate  it  with  ali  the  zest  and  vigor 
■which  I  possess  and  upon  the  principle  1  have 
laid  down;  but  I  ask  now,  in  explanation  of  this 
plan,  what  this  money  is  to  be  expended  for. 
Then  I  ask  that  the  honorable  Commissioners 
shall  make  a  report  to  this  Council  ot  what  they 
propose  to  spend  this  mcoeyfor.  This  is  but  a 
small  item,  but  it  may  be  the  entering  wedge.  I 
don't  oppose  anything,  but  I  shall  claim  ths  right 
to  ask  what  tbey  propose  to  do  with  this  money  be- 
fore I  shall  advocate  the  appropriation  of  one  cent. 
I  doa"t  stand  here  «o  oppose  anything;  I  only  ask 
a  reasonable  proposition,  ana  that  is.  that  the 
honorable  Commissioners  snail  report  to  this 
Council  what  tbty  are  doing,  what  they  have 
been  doing  for  the  last  three  months,  a^d  whether 
the  principle  involved  in  this  park  bill  has  been 
entered  upon  by  those  gentlemen.  I  don't  say  it 
has  not;  but,  sir,  knowing  something  about  this 
matter,  and  having  put  my  heart  and  soul 
into  it  for  the  last  eighteen  months,  I  think 
I  have  the  right  to  stand  here  and  ask 
for  an  explanation  how  this  money  is  to 
be  appropriated,  and  what  is  to  be  their  plan 
of  eperations  henceforth.  They  have  had  time  to 
study  it  during  the  last  three  months.  If  that  is 
an  unreasonable  proposition  I  am  willing  to  be 
voted  down.  I  have  soeat  my  time  and  given  ser- 
vice in  this  Coutcil  to  carrying  through  the 
measure;  and  when  I  have  been  told  inthe streets, 
as  I  have  oeen,  that  I  am  carrying  along  the  City 
Council,  and  that  lam  not  in  the  interest  of  tie 
people,  I  hope,  sir,  that  every  man,  woman  and 
child  will  read  that  which  I  say  tonight,  and  that 
is,  sir,  not  as  my  worthy  friend  from  the 
Tenth  Ward  would  say  that  I  am  not  consistent 
with  the  course  I  have  heretofore  maintained. 
Talk  to  me  about  the  taxpayers  of  Boston !  They 
will  be  liberal,  sir,  and  we  as  theu-  representatives 
will  carry  out  their  libe  al  views.  But  when  I 
lise  bere  ano  say  I  am  uot  satisfied  with  this  ex- 
planation, although  the  sum  may  be  small,  I  tbink 
that  whicn  I  say  tonight  should,  in  some  degree, 
be  respected;  and  until  it  has  been  better, 
more  plainly  and  explicitly  stated  than  it  has 
been,  I  shall  not  vote  for  the  aporopria- 
tion.  If,  sir,  it  can  be  more  plainly  and 
better  stated,  and  it  is  a  proper  thing  to  no,  I 
shall  vote  for  it  with  alJ  my  heart,  because  my 
heart  is  in  the  measure.  Only  I  wantit  carried  on 
on  a  righ  t  principle,  and  that  is  that  these  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  shall  satisfy  themselves 
that  this  recommendation  comes  from  the  Com- 
missioners. If  the  recommeadatii'n  is  right  and 
proper,  I  shall  join  in  it.  I  have  not  seen  any  re- 
port that  this  order  comes  by  rheir  authoritv. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  5,  at  the  commencement  of  nis  remarks,  as- 
sumed to  state  that  the  Park  Commirsioners  did 
not  contemplate  sucn  a  system  ot  patks  as  he 
favor?.  Were  I  ioclined  to  enter  into  a  per.-ooal 
discussion,  I  might  properly  ask  him,  as  he  asked 
the  gentleman  upon  his  left  [Mr.  Howes],  by  what 
i  ight  does  he  assume  to  speak  for  the  Park  Com- 
missioners? 

Mr.  Shaw— I  did  not 

Mr.  Kimball— Is  he  in  their  secrets?  Is  he  one 
of  them? 


Mr.  Shaw — I  never  spoke  for  them,  never  as- 
sumed to  speak  for  the  Park  Commissioners. 
Never,  sir,  never.    That  is  not  my  business. 

Mr.  Kimb  Al—  I  did  not  rise  to  enter  into  a  per- 
sonal discussion  with  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
5.  It  is  proper  that  he  and  every  other  member  of 
the  Council  should  ask  for  what  purpose  money 
asked  lor  by  any  officer  or  commission  appointed 
by  the  city  is  to  be  used.  If  the  gentleman  will 
take  the  pains  to  look  at  the  p- it  ted  transcript  of 
out  proceedings  he  will  see  that  there  is  not  a 
particle  ot  danger  that  any  portion  of  the  §7000 
will  be  expendea  in  the  purchase  of  land.  The 
order  appropriates  $7000  to  constitme  a  fund  tobe 
used  during  the  present  financial  ynar  Dv  these 
Park  Commissioner-  for  clerical  services,  adver- 
tising, printing,  surveys,  maps,  plans,  stationery 
and  incidentals.  Now,  I  appeal  lo  every  member 
of  the  Council  if  ir,  is  possible  for  the  Park  Com- 
missioners to  do  anything  for  the  transaction  of 
the  business  for  which  they  were  appointed  with- 
out money  with  which  to  pay  t;he  bills  that  must 
necessarily  be  incurred  before  any  report  can  be 
made  to  the  City  Govt-rnment.  I  hope  we 
shall  at  once  proceed  to  vote  upon  this  mat- 
ter, and  if  we  are  not  willing  to  tmst  the 
gentlemen  who  have  beengappointea  Park  Corn- 
missio-.ers  with  a  tuna  for  toe  payment  of  neces- 
sary expenses,  that  we  shall  sav  so;  aodthatif 
we  "are  satisfied  that  the  Commissioners  can  be 
trusted  to  *peod  the  sum  of  money  as  stated  to  us 
in  uetaihjl  hope  we  shall  say  so ;  but  taat  this  mat- 
ter will  not  be  farther  discussed,  aod  that  weshall 
proceed  with  the  regular  business  of  the  evening. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9 — I  hope  taere  will  not  be 
a  dissenticg  voice  ag;inst  the  passage  of  this  or- 
der. I  hope  the  Council  will  not  be  misled  by  the 
discussion  wrhich  has  been  opened  here.  The 
thing  seems  to  be  so  plain  that  there  certainly 
ought  to  be  no  votes  against  it.  The  Citv  Council 
voted  to  take  action  towards  the  establishment  of 
putdic  parks,  and  through  their  influence  a  bill  to 
that  effect  was  passed  by  the  Legislature.  Three 
geotlemen  have  been  appointed  to  examine  into  the 
question  and  report  to  theCouncil  what  canbe  done. 
Those  gentlemen  simply  ask  foi  an  appropriation 
to  meet  the  necessary  expense  of  maiuug  the  re- 
port which  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  wishes. 
Does  he  require  a  daily  report  of  what  they  intend 
to  do?  They  simplv  require  money  for  engineer- 
ing, for  surveys  and  plans,  in  order  to  make  a  re- 
port to  the  Council.  I  do  cot  pretend  to  stand 
here  for  the  Park  Commissioners ;  have  never  ex- 
changed a  «-ord  with  them  on  the  subject.  I  vot- 
ed against  the  park  order;  but  it  would  be  very 
mean,  after  appointing  them,r;ot  to  appropriate 
money  for  the  work  they  are  to  do. 

Mr.  Shaw— In  respon.se  to  the  gentlemen,  allow 
me  to  say  I  never  made  a  single  exception  to  the 
action  of  th«  Park  Commissioners.  They  are  not 
before  us;  they  have  never  made  a  report  to  us 
upon  these  expenditures.  I  don't  know  where 
this  order  came  from.  The  Park  Commissioners 
are  not  before  us  in  any  sense  of  the  word.  I 
make  nu  exception  to  them  as  hoaorable  gentle- 
men. I  only  ask  that  they  shall  lay  some  plan 
before  us  to  show  what  is  to  be  their  plan  of 
action,  i  never  objected  to  plans,  m?ps,  sur- 
veys. The  gentleman  from  Ward  10  entire- 
ly begs  the  question,  as  does  also  the  gentle- 
man from  the  Sixth  Ward.  I  only  quoted  the 
law.  Then,  sir,  we  are  bound  to  hear  from  the 
Park  Commissioners  over  their  own  signatures. 
Are  v~e  such  a  body  that  we  have  no  right  to  ex- 
pect buch  a  thing  from  them  ?  Are  they  not  re- 
sponsible to  us?  I  ask  it  in  all  reason  and 
common  sense.  I  a  on 't  object  to  them;  they  are 
all  honorable  gentlemen.  But  I  want  to  know 
what  is  to  be  their  plan  of  action ;  and  when  the 
learned  gentleman  from  the  Sixth  Ward  says  that 
I  undertake  to  speak  for  the  Park  Commis- 
sioners, I  deijy  it  in  toto.  I  say  it,  from 
what  I  has'e  learned  by  common  talk  and  com- 
mon understanding,  that  when  three  gentlemen 
ana  rheir  families  own  $603,000  worth  of  real  es- 
tate within  a  stone's  throw  ot  where  it  is  proposed 
to  make  a  water  park,  they  can  well  afford— and  I 
charge  nobody,  sir — to  wor  ir  without  pay.  I  charge 
nobody,  sir.  That  is  %  broad,  bold  statement ;  but 
it  is  true,  every  word  of  it,  sir,  for  tha  records 
upon  the  assessors'  books  will  show  it.  The 
honorable  Mayor  has  appointed  three  Commis- 
sioLers  of  his  "own  choice.  The  people  have  no 
chance,  the  people  are  not  to  be  heard  in  any 
such  sense  as  will  grant  or  secure  to  them  their 
rights.  The  Commissioners  have  been  appointed, 
and  I  don't  iotend  to  say  one  word  against  them  ; 
but  they  have  been  appointed  froaa  one  certain  lo- 
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cality  of  this  city,  withia  a  stone's  throw  of  which 
$600,000  worth  of  propercy— 

The  President— Ihe  gentleman  will  confine  him- 
self to  the  subject  under  discussion. 

Mr.  Shaw— Is  controlled  by  the  Commissioners 
or  their  families. 

The  President— The  gentleman  has  already  stat- 
ed, what  is  undoubtedly  a  fact,  that  the  question 
is  not  in  regard  to  the  Commis.siorera,  but  to  the 
appropriation  to  perform  a  specific  work. 

Mr.  Shaw— Precisely. 

The  President— The  gentleman  is  wardering 
from  the  proper  subject  of  discussion. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  am  only  illustrating  my  reasons  for 
wnat  I  have  stated,  and  I  propose  to  stand  by 
them. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6— The  gentleman  objects 
that  the  Commissioners  haye  made  no  formal  re- 
port over  their  own  signature.  I  suppose  tue  re- 
quest for  an  appropriation  has  been  made  in  the 
ordiuaiy  manner.  They  haye  made  a  statement 
to  the  'Fmaoce  Committee  of  what  money  they 
need  to  enable  them  to  go  on  with  the  business, 
and  the  committee  have  leported  to  this  body. 
The  items  for  which  they  waDt  the  money  has  been 
represented  to  us,  the  principal  one  being  $3500 
for  surveys,  maps,  plaus,  etc.,  m  order  to  enable 
the  Commissioners  to  learn  th©  chaiacter  of  the 
country  about  the  city,  so  that  tiey  cau  judge  in- 
telligently as  to  iti  adaptability  for  a  park  or 
pailrs.  That  is  evidently  a  matter  upon  which  it 
is  important  that  taey  should  have  the  fullest  and 
most  complete  information.  Another  large  item 
is  for  clerk  hire  and  stenogiapbic  reports.  They 
have  had  one  bearing  and  aie  going  to  have  more, 
and  it  is  very  important  that  they  should  have  a  full 
report  of  all  that  is  said,  so  that  the  whole  subject 
may  be  studied  carefully  and  tnat  all  the  plans 
before  them  maybe  fully  understood.  It  is  im- 
portant that  they  should  be  able  to  incur  that  ex- 
pense, and  that  the;  should  not  be  compelled  to 
trust  to  their  memories  for  what  is  said  at  these 
hearings.  Those  are  the  only  two  large  items ;  the 
others  are  smaller  ones.  It  is  evident  that  it"  the 
Park  Cotnrniasioners  are  going  to  do  what  they 
were  appointed  ior  it  is  necessary  tbey  should 
have  ample  means;  and  for  that  reason 
they  have  informally  asked  that  this  appropria- 
tion be  made.  It  is  n't  to  be  expected  that  (hey 
would  state,  m  tne  first  place,  what  parks  they 
are  gome  to  lav  out.  They  want  this  money  to 
find  out  whether  it  shall  be  one  park  or  a  series  of 
parks.  As  we  have  had  the  commission  appoint- 
ed to  consider  this  matter,  I  hope  we  shall  give 
them  the  necessary  appliances  to  doii  intelligent- 
ly and  properly. 

Mr.  Guild  o£  Ward  6— As  a  member  of  the  Fi- 
nance Committee,  I  will  state  that  an  order  was 
passed  by  the  Citv  Couucil  to  provide  the  means 
for  the  Commissioners  to  procure  clerical  services, 
maps  and  surveys,  etc.  The  list  of  items  was 
read  to  ihe  committee  by  the  chairman,  his  honor 
the  Mayor,  and  we  were  informed  that  the  Park 
Commissioners  had  been  consulted,  and  haa  gone 
carefully  over  the  list  in  order  to  see 
■what  their  requirements  would  be.  His 
honor  submitted  this  list  to  us  as  what 
would  be  required.  We  gave  it  care- 
ful consideration,  concluded  that  that  amount 
would  meet  the  requirements  of  the  commission, 
and  that  it  should  be  put  to  their  credit,  to  be 
drawn  from  for  necessary  expenses.  It  does  n't 
follcwthat, because  we  appropriate  $2000  to  enable 
them  co  make  a  report  here,  any  misappropriation 
of  funds  will  take  place.  We  ail  know  that  nor,  one 
dollar  can  be  spent  for  park  property— whether 
$600,000  is  in  one  man's  family,  and  $50  in  anoth- 
er's—until  it  is  submitted  bete  to  the  City  Coun- 
cil. All  that  is  askec  is  that  the  gentlemen  ap- 
pointed by  the  Mayor  and  approved  by  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  may  have  the  means  to 
carry  out  their  work  and  present  plans  for  our 
approval  or  disapproval.  If  they  present 
plans  that  will  throw  money  into  the  pock- 
ets of  speculators,  then  the  gentlemen 
here  who  are  always  ready  io  raise  their 
voices  against  unjust  expenditures,  can  do 
so.  The  Commissioners  cannot  move  a  peg  unless 
they  have  an  appropriation  tor  the  office  and  oth- 
er necessaiy  expenses  of  presenting  an  intelli- 
gent plan,  whicn  is  all  this  order  contemplates. 

Before  toe  result  was  announced  Mr.  Crocker  of 
Ward  6  changed  his  vote  from  yea  to  nay,  in  or- 
der co  move  a  reconsideration. 

Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11  then  raised  the  point 
that  auaer  rule  6  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5,  who  was  in 


his  seat,  should  either  vote  or  give  his  reasons  for 
not  voting. 

Mr.  Shaw — If  you  understand  the  rules  better 
than  I  do  you  had  better  trre^s  your  suggestion. 

The  Clerk  called  Mr.  Shaw's  name  again,  but  he 
did  not  answer. 

The  order  v  as  declared  rejected  for  want  of  a 
two-thirds  vote— y  as  44,  nays  6. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Bea),  Bracket t,  Burditt,  Burgess, 
Clarke,  Ooyle,  Curtis,  Cushing,  Cushmau,  Da- 
moi,  Day,  Devereux,  Edwards,  Felt,  Fitzgerald, 
Fitznatrick,  Flynn,  Guild,  Harmon,  Hiscock, 
Howes ,  Jaques ,  Kimball,  Kingsiey,  Lappen,  Leigh- 
ton,  Morrison,  Newton,  Page.  Paiker.  Pierce, 
Power,  Sampson,  Sprague,  Stacey,  Sweetser, 
Thacher.  TruH,  Wadsworth,  Walsh,  .Wbitccmb, 
Whitmore,   Wilbur,  Wiilcutt-44. 

Nays— Messis.  Crocker,  Hicks,  Keley,  Mooney, 
Osboine,  Walbridge— 6. 

VEGETABLE    MARKET. 


The  order  for  a  transfer  of  $6000  to  complete  the 
grading  of  the  Met cantile-wharf  property — leased 
for  a  vegetable  market— was  cor  side  red  under 
unfinished  business. 

Mr.  Sampson  of  Ward  10— I  move  to  lav  the 
order  on  the  table.    ■ 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  hope  tha  gentleman  will 
give  some  reason  for  the  motion. 

Mr.  Sampson— It  is  aoparent,  sir,  that  we  have 
just  barely  a  qu  jrum  here  tonight  and  I  think  it 
would  be  better  to  have  the  order  lie  oa  the  table 
until  there  is  a  full  attendance. 

Mr.  Flynn— There  is  more  than  a  quorum  pres- 
ent, two-thirds  naving  just  voted. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  -I  hooe  the  order  w'll  be 
allowed  to  lie  upon  the  table,  for  the  teason 
given.  It  has  been  with  tbe  utmost  difficulty 
tnat  we  hav*5  been  able  to  get  a  two- thirds  vote 
upon  any  question  that  has  been  before  the 
Council  tonight.  Oa  one  vote  tae  affiimatives 
and  negatives  barely  exceeded  fifty,  and  it  has 
been  necessary  to  send  in  the  arteroom  to  get 
membeis  to  come  into  their  seats  and  vote  upon 
questions  before  the  Couucil.  If  two-thirds  of 
the  members  of  the  Council  do  not  take 
interest  eoough  in  the  city's  business  to  ^ct 
upon  measures  before  the  council,  requiring  a 
two-thirds  vote,  I  think  that  is  a  sufficient  answer 
to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  for  a  reason  for  the 
motion  to  lay  this  matter  upon  the  table. 

The  oraer  was  tabled. 

CLASSIFICATION    OF    JUVENILE     OFFENDERS    AND 
TRUANT  SCHOOL. 

The  order  for  Committee  on  Public  Institutions 
to  report,  in  two  weeks  from  Sept.  16  last,  on  the 
reuort  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  especially  on 
pages  30  and  31  of  such  document,  was  considered 
under  unfinished  business. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thacher  of  Waid  15,  the  order 
was  amended  by  substituting  "September  23"  for 
"September  16." 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4—1  trust  the  order  will 
pass,  but  I  wisn  to  make  an  inquiry  of  tbe  gentle- 
man from  Ward  9  (Mr.  Page),  who  is  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Directors,  in  regard  to  a  remark 
mode  at  the  last  meeting.  He  said  the  direciors 
had  some  project  in  view,  during  the  first  part 
of  the  vear,  and  put  an  item  into  their  estimates  to 
cover  the  cost;  and  as  that  item  would  be  some 
guide  to  the  Council  in  regard  to  the  expense  of 
this  measure,  if  adopted,  I  beg  leave  to  inquire 
through  you,  sir,  the  amount  of  the  item  rejx  rted 
iu  the  estimates  and  stricken  out  by  the  commit- 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— The  item  in  the  estimates 
of  the  directors  wa«  $45,000,  which  they  requested 
for  the  erection  at  Deer  Island  of  a  building  to 
be  used  exclusively  as  a  school  for  those  who  aie 
sent  to  tbe  House  of  Reformat-' on  as  truants,  but 
the  Committee  on  Public  Institutions  in  their 
wisdom  saw  fit  to  strike  it  out. 

Tha  order  as  amended  was  passed.    Sent  up. 

TERRACE  STREET. 

A  communication  was  receiver!  from  tbe  Street 
Commissioners  transmitting  a  resolve  and  order 
for  the  laying  out  of  Terrace  street  (City  Docu- 
ment No!  102),  at  an  adjudged  expense  of  $26,- 
841.30,  and  that  the  damages  to  parts  of  estates 
taken  are  the  sums  set  against  them  in  the  sched- 
ule anuexed : 
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Unknown  owners.... Terrace  st 

The  s.  B.Williams...  " 

Boston  Car  Spr'g  Co.  " 

Roger  Drury " 

George  E.  Martin....11^  ^J™' 

Caroline  P.  Currier.  .5  Parker  place 

Unknown  owners....  " 

Michael  Killion 6  " 

Sarah  M.  &  Thos.  E. 

Graves " 

Roger  Drury Drury  place 

Unknown  owners....  " 

Andrew  Weber " 

.Tame  ^  W.  Drury '* 

Roger  Drury " 

Heirs  of  Samuel  A. 

Way Gore  avenue.. . 

Unknown  owners ... .  " 

John  Egan " 

Heirs  of  Samuel  A. 
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Ellen  J.  Mulladj "      • 

James  Carney " 

Ellen  McGinnis  and 

Mary  A.  Duffy, 

James  Carney " 
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1,313.00 
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131.00 

26,841.30 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  to 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets.    Seat  up. 

PETITION    PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Tbaeher  of  Ward  15— Petition  of  F.  C. 
Shedcl  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building,  situ- 
ated on  Dtid'ey  street  near  Worss  place,  Ward  16. 
Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  aDd  In- 
spection of  Buildings.    Sent  up. 

NORTH  MARKET  STREET  URINAL. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Waid  7  submitted  the  following: 

The  Joint  Com  in  ittte  ou  Health,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Walts  &  Willis  and  ott- 
ers, that  the  order  to  place  a  urinal  in  North  Mar- 
ket street  be  rescinded,  have  examined  mio  the 
facts  and  report  that  by  an  otder  of  the  Citv 
Council,  passed  August  1,  1874,  the  Boaid  of 
Health  were  authorized  to  locate  urinals 
upon  the  Corcmon  and  other  places  in  the 
city  therein  designated.  Among  these  places 
were  Hnymaiket  square  and  North  Mar- 
ket street.  The  location  in  Haymarket 
square  apnears  to  be  a  proper  one,  as  it  is  not  in 
the  roadway  of  said  square ;  but  the  location  in 
North  Market  ftreet  is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  City 
Solicitor,  an  illegal  one,  as  it  is  in  the  roadway  of 
said  strest,  which  the  city  ot  Boston,  by  any 
agent,  caonot  encumber  without  legislative  au- 
thority, and  an  injunction  against  the  proposed 
proceeding  oas  been  issued  by  the  Supreme  Judi- 
cial Court.  The  coanuaittee  therefore  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordereo.  That  so  much  of  the  older  passed  Aug. 
1,1874,  waich  authorized  the  Board  of  Health  to 
construct  a  nrioal  in  North  Market  street  be  and 
it  is  hereby  rescinded ;  and  said  board  are  direct- 
ed to  xestore  tbe  pavement  of  Nor.b  Market  street 
to  the  condition  which  existed  previous  to  the 
contemplated  construction  of  said  urinal. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed.     Sent  up. 

RULES  AND  ORDERS. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Waro  6  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Rules  and  Or- 
ders on  the  Dart  of  tbs  Council  be  instructed  to 
inquiie  and  report  whether  any  changes  in  the 
present  rules  and  orders  of  this  body  are  desirable 
or  expedient. 

Mr.  Ctocker — It  has  occurred  to  several  gentle- 
men that  the  experience  of  this  year  has  showu  that 
one  or  two  changes  in  the  rules  are  desirable.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  year  these  matters  have  to  be 
considered  in  a  great  berry,  and  it  was  thought 
that  one  or  two  beneficial  alteiations  might  be 
made  at  tbe  present  time. 

Tbe  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

THE  NEW  CHARTER. 

Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11  moved  to  take  from  the 
table  the  new  draft  of  the  city  charter,  as  adopted 
by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  (City  Doc),  giving  no- 
tice that  he  would  move  to  specially  assign  it  to 
two  weeks  from  tonight. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  hoped  the  motion  would 
prevail  and  the  assignment  be  made,  as  some  con- 


sideration and  definite  action  was  due  to  th^  c»m- 
misaioners,  the  Board  of  Aldeimen,  and  the  com- 
mittee who  had  spent  so  much  time  on  it. 

Mr.  Howes  said  it  was  apparent  that  common 
courtesy  requited  that  something  should  be  done, 
after  the  labor  given  to  it  by  the  commissioners 
and  chs  other  branch.  He  was  doubtful  whether 
either  of  the  cbree  drafts  would  meet  the  favor  of 
the  Council,  but  the  present  time  seems  auspi- 
cious for  debate,  a -d  the  Council  would  better  give 
voice  to  its  sentiments  thao  ignore  the  subject, 
which  is  of  too  great  importance  to  treat  so 
shabbily. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4  hoped  that  the  assign- 
ment would  not  prevent  the  consideration  at  the 
same  time  of  tbe  substitute  resolves  on  the  ten- 
ure of  office  offered  by  him  (City  Doc.  69),  and 
desired  the  ruling  of  the  Chair  as  to  That  tbe  ef- 
fect of  the  notion,  if  adopted,  would  be  upon 
taem,  a,<  be  did  not  aesiie  to  complicate  matters. 

The  President  ruled  that  it  would  be  necessary, 
if  the  charter  was  assigned  as  proposed,  to  take 
the  resolves  lr  m  the  table  at  some  time  prior  to 
the  hour  of  that  assignment  and  assign  them  to 
the  same  time,  as  th^y  are  in  some  sense  art  inde- 
pendent matter. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7  said  Mi .  Whitmore 
had  a  great  deal  of  trouble  in  nui  sing  all  nis  babes 
and  pec  mt-asures  in  the  Couccil,  but  was  afraid 
this  one  would  be  laid  quietly  in  its  cradle,  unless 
it  could  be  specially  assigned  at  the  same  time,  as 
lie  could  not  ofl>r  them  while  they  were  on  the 
table.  He  inquired  whether  ati  original  amend- 
ment embodying  all  that  is  incorpoiated  in  the 
resolves  could  not  be  offered  when  the  charter 
was  discussed? 

The  President  ruled  that  such  an  amendment 
could  be  offered  then,  though  the  resolves  could 
not  be  offered  a=  a  substitute  if  they  remained  on 
the  table. 

The  draft  of  the  charter  was  taken  from  the 
table  aod  specially  assigned  to  two  weeks  from 
tonight,  at  8%  o'clock  P.  M. 

PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings: 

Ordered,  That  tbe  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  purchase  of  the  heirs  of 
J.  H.  Billings  and  others  16,000  teet  of  land,  more 
or  les' ,  situated  on  Mt.  Vernou  street,  West  Rox- 
bury,  aojoiniog  the  Mt.  Vernon  Grammar  School- 
house,  at  a  cost  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  nine  and 
one-quarter  cents  per  square  foot,  and  erect  there- 
on an  engine  bouse  from  placs  approved  by  the 
Board  of  Fire  Commissioners,  at  an  estimated 
cost  for  land  and  buildings  of  $5000,  the  expense 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  already  pro- 
vided for  that  purpose. 

Read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on 
morion  of  Mr.  Burditt,  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  oi  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  fir  up  the  public  bathhouse 
o  a  Cabot  street  for  tbe  use  of  an  evening  school 
as  soon  as  the  baching  season  for  the  pi  esent  year 
closes;  tbe  expense  for  the  same  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Schoolhouses,  Public  Build- 
ings. 

Read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  9,  and  passed. 
Stntup. 

WORK    FOR   THE  UNEMPLOYED. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13  offered  the  fofowing: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  re- 
quested to  report  as  early  as  practicable  whether 
there  are  any  unexpended  balances  of  appropria- 
tions which  can  be  transferred  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  Paving  Department  and  u«ecl  advan- 
tageously daring  the  present  financial  year  in  ex- 
tending the  appropriations  of  that  department. 

Mr.  Train— The  reason  for  offering  the  older  is 
obvious.  The  discharge  of  so  many  men  f  >om  the 
Common,  paving,  sewer  and  other  departments  is 
getting  to  be  a  very  serious  matter.  I  am  besieged 
from  morning  till  night  by  men  whom  I  know  to 
be  worthy,  who  have  families  to  support,  and  ara 
desirous  of  securing  work.  I  bethought  me  that 
if  some  transfers  could  be  made  from  unexpend- 
ed appropiiations  and  applied  tor  this  purpose,  it 
might  be  a  Denefit  to  the  poor  workmen  and  to  the 
city,  as  we  can  procure  labor  and  materials  at 
much  less  prices  than  usual.  I  hope  the  order 
will  meet  the  approval  of  the  Council  and  be 
passed. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

SITE  EOR  CITY    POINT    SCHOOLHOUSE. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  moved  to  take  from  tbe  ta- 
ble the  report  and  order  for  the  purchase  of  cer- 
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tain  lots  of  land  on  Fourth  street,  near  O  street, 
as  a  schoolhouse  site,  at  not  exceeding  seventy- 
five  cents  a  foot,  giving  ootice  that  he  aesired  to 
move  its  recommital  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Instruction. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  hoped  it  would  remain  on 
the  table  until  tbe  senior  member  fioin  Ward  12 
[Mr.  Wilson],  who  has  some  interest  in  the  matter, 
is  present. 

Mr.  Page  said  the  reasons  for  a  recommittal 
were  that  the  committee  were  divided  in  opinion 
as  to  the  advisability  of  purchasing  this  lot,  which 
was  supposed  to  be  the  cheapest  offered,  and 
thought  by  some  to  be  a  good  investment  for  tne 
city.  Since  then,  members  have  found  a  lot  that 
cai  be  bad  at  several  cents  a  footless  than  this 
one,  which  is  equally  well  situated,  and  a  recom- 
mittal seems  uropei,  as  it  might  be  the  means  of 
saving  several  hundred  dollars  to  the  city. 

Mr.  Fly  c  n  recollected  that  the  committee 
thought  there  snould  be  no  schoolhouse  tbere  at 
all,  to  which  he  did  not  agree.  He  did  not  believe 
in  recommitting  the  order,  tuat  tue  committee 
might  dicker  with  propiietors  to  get  land  at  a  re- 
duced price. 

Mr.  Page  said  no  cor. tract  had  been  made  to 
purchase  any  land:  parties  are  anxious  to  dispose 
of  a  lot  'at  seventy-five  cents  a  foot.  The  commit- 
tee are  not  unanimous  in  believing  that  a  school- 
house  is  needed  there,  and  this  lot  was  reported 
mainly  because  it  was  supposed  to  be  a  good  in- 
vestment at  the  price  named.  Proposals  have 
since  been  made  to  purchase  lots  formeily  consid- 
eied  at  a  higher  price,  but  nowoffeied  at  much 
reduced  figures;  and  it  is  desirable  to  pay  the 
lowe-t  price. 

Mr.  Damon  of  Ward  12—1  think  there  is  some 
misunderstanding  about  this  lot  being  selected  as 
a  good  investment  for  the  city  to  make  in  view  of 
its  being  needed  for  a  schoolhouse  at  some  future 
time.  There  is  need  of  a  sehoolbonse  in  tha*  lo- 
cality now,  and  a  great  deal  of  time  has  been 
sp?nt  in  investigating  the  matrer,  and  the 
committee  have  decided  in  favor  of  this  location, 
which,  all  things  consideied,  seems  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  case.  It  is  an  important 
matter,  and  some  action  should  be  taken 
at  once,  and  a  site  for  a  primary  school- 
house  provided.  It  has  been  before  the 
Council  a  greatmauy  times;  money  has  been 
appropriated  foi  the  purchase  of  the  lot,  and  I 
hone  the  order  will  not  be  recommitted  without 
some  good  reason.  If  several  huudred  dollars 
can  be  saved  and  an  equally  desirable  lot  selected 
by  a  recommittal,  there  can  be  no  objection  to  it. 
I  should  first  like  to  know  the  location  of  the  other 
lots  proposed  to  be  purchased. 

Mr.  Page — I  believe  I  have  given  the  reasons 
wbicb  the  gentleman  states  will  be  good  ones  for 
a  recommittal.  The  lot  reported  was  not  the  one 
recommended  by  the  school  committee  of  the 
Twelfth  Ward;  I  think  they  were  unan- 
imously in  tavor  of  anothei  one,  This  lot 
was  reported  solely  because  it  could  be 
purchased  at  a  lens  price.  The  matter  was 
pending  in  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction 
considerably  more  than  a  year  before  an  appro- 
priation was  provided  tor  it  last  year  at  the  in- 
stance of  a  member  of  the  Council  who  was  anx- 
ious that  a  f choolhouse  should  be  provided  at 
City  Point.  It  is  questionable  in  the  minds  of  many 
whether  there  should  beapnmary-scbool  building 
at  South  Boston  Point ;  but  I  am  cerrain  this  or- 
der was  put  in  because  it  was  felt  to  be  a  good 
trade  for  the  city,  and   the  matter  of   a,  building 


was  left  to  a  future  government  to  determine. 
Since  then  a  lot  has  been  offered  at  a 
price  that  will  save  several  hundred  dollars 
to  the  city— I  can't  tell  bow  many— if  we  getup 
competition  among  the  owners,  as  it  is  an  excel- 
lent time  to  purchase  land.  Although  the  gentle- 
mac  from  Ward  7  does  not  think  it  proper  to  run 
round  and  dicker  with  owners,  I  think  it  perfect- 
ly pioper  that  the  committee  should  be  in  a 
posicion  to  let  the  owners  of  lots  come 
to  them  to  dicker  aud  try  to  sell  their  la.nd, 
for  in  that  way  we  can  get  the  lowest  price.  The 
committee  will  not  report  a  different  lot  unless 
they  secuie  one  equally  good  and  at  a  much  less 
price. 

Mr.  Flynn-I  do  think  the  committee  should  go 
rouud  and  get  land  at  the  lowest  price;  but  after 
the  majority  have  once  agreed  to  take  a 
lot  and  reported,  I  think  it  is  unfair  to  the 
gentleman  owning  the  land  tbat  the  committee 
should  go  back  and  ask  him  to  take  off  five  or  ten 
cents  a  foot.  Still,  I  think  my  reason  is  a 
good  one  tor  not  taking  up  the  matter  to- 
night, as  I  think  it  can  be  sho'vn  that  a 
school  is  required  there.  Quite  a  number 
of  children  are  sent  to  scl  ool  io  halls 
and  other  places, for  whom  good  school  accommo- 
datioos  should  be  provided.  I  dope  the  matter 
will  not  be  taken  up  till  Colonel  Wilson  is  present. 

Tbe  motion  was  lost— 12  for,  22  against. 

EMPLOYMENT  OF    CRIMINALS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4  moved  to  take  from 
the  table  the  City  Doc.  71,  viz.,  the  report 
and  order  on  the  employment  of  criminals  at 
the  House  of  Correction,  giving  notice  that  he  de- 
sired to  have  it  specially  assigned  to  hdlf-past 
eight  o'clock  of  the  next  meeting.  He  hoped  the 
committee  would  be  given  a  hearios',  a1'  the  mat- 
ter was  laid  on  the  table  at  the  instance  of  the 
directors. 

THE  ABSENCE   OF  MEMBERS. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15  asked  if  a  quorum  was 
presest,  as  less  than  a  quorum  did  not  vote  the 
last  time. 

The  President— In ferentiallv  it  would  avpear 
that  no  quorum  is  present,  but  the  Chaii  has  no 
official  information. 

Mr.  Spraerue  of  Ward  4  moved  tbat  tbe  roll  be 
called. 

The  motion  prevailed— 22  for,  8  against. 

Mr.  Crocker— I  would  like  to  suggest  that  as  the 
names  of  those  present  at  the  roll-call  did  not  ap- 
pear in  the  last  report,  I  hope  they  will  not  be 
omitted  again. 

The  President— It  is  hoped  the  transcript  of  the 
records  will  be  full. 

The  roll  was  called,  with  tbe  following  result: 

Present— Messis.  Beal,  Brackett,  Burgess, 
Clarke,  Collins,  Crocker,  Curtis,  Cushman,  Da- 
mon, Dever*ux,  Edwards,  Fitzgerald,  Fitzpatrick, 
Flynn,  Guild,  Harmon,  Hicks,  Howes,  Jaques, 
Kimball,  Kingsley,  Lappen,  Mooney,  Morrison, 
No^eo,  Page,  Parker,  Pierce,  Power,  Rice,  Samp- 
son, Shaw,  Sprague,  Stacey,  Sweetser,  Thacher, 
Train,  Trull,  Wadsworth,  Walbridge,  Walsh, 
Whitcomb,  Whit/more,  Wilbur,  Willcutt-  44. 

Absent— Messrs.  Anderson,  Barrv,  Bent,  Bur- 
ditt,  Cawley,  Coyle,  dishing,  Day,  Duggan,  Felt, 
Goldtbwait,  Harrigan,  Hiscock,  Kelley,  Rings- 
bury,  Leigfitou,  Long,  Loring,  Moley,  Murray, 
Newton,  Osborne,  Peabody,  Perkins,  Sibley, 
Smith,  Wilson,  Woods— 28. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  9,  the  Coun- 
cil voted— 24  for,  21  against— to  adjourn. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

SEPTEMBER    37,    1875. 


Regular  meeting  at  4  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alderman 
Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Thiity -six  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the 
October  term  of  tbe  Superior  Crirrinal  Court. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Weigher  of  Coal  and  Measurr r  of  Wood  and 
Bark— Alfred  P.  Greene. 

Co  astables— Samuel  Nasi,  William  H.  Swift. 

Special  Police  Officers — James  Brennan,  Oak- 
land Hall,  Mattapau;  Edward  L.  McEachran, 
Poplar  street  aod  itsvicinit\ ;  Page  Moore,  Du  .ley- 
street  Baptist  Church. 

ORDER  OF    NOTICE. 

Tbe  expediency  of  constructing  a  sewer  ia 
BoylSDon  street,  WestRoxbuiy,  between  Wash- 
ington street  and  Boyl-ton  avenue,  was  consid- 
ered on  an  order  of  notice.  No  one  appealed  to 
object  and  the  subject  was  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Paving. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  J.  G.  &  N.  G. 
Hook,  et  al.,  that  Everett  street  and  Western  ave- 
nue, in  Ward  19,  be  lighted. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
George  H.  Davis,  that  certain  condition;*  running 
with  his  land  on  East  Newton  st-eet  be  changed 
into  "restrictions" ;  :•.  ad  for  change  in  conditions 
of  land  on  East  Newton  street,  adjoining  one  bur- 
ial  ground. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers,  George  W.  Fowle 
el  al.,  for  sewers  in  Limartine,  Chestnut  and 
Boy  Is;  on  streets. 

Superintendent  of  Public  Bu .Icings,  for  sewer 
in  Kins:  street,  aear  the  scnoolhouse. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  P.  Murry,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old  shed 
or  stable  for  oie  horse  on  Second  st-eet,  No.  683. 

Samuel  B.  Peirce,  for  leave  to  oceupy  a  new 
wooden  stable  tor  four  horses  on  Columbia  street, 
Ward  16. 

Edward  Winslo.v,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
voo  len  stable  for  one  hoise  on  Havre  stieet,  rear 
264. 

Martin  Trainman,  for  leave  to  occupy  anew 
wooden  stable  for  one  horse  on  "Wan en  stieet, 
corner  of  Dale  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Charles  W.  Grant, 
for  leave  to  maintain  and  use  a  hoisting  beam  at 
61  Kil by  street. 

Arthur  Pickering,  to  be  paid  for  damages  caueed 
by  grading  Atlantic  avenue,  nesr  his  estate. 

Murphy,  Leavens  &  Co.,  that  Clark  stieet,  be- 
tween Hanover  and  Commercial  streets,  be  re- 
paved  or  repaired. 

Josiah  Dunham  et  al.,  that  Story  street  and 
Sixth  street,  from  G  to  H  street,  be  graded. 

Hus-ey  &  Lowe,  that  Rochester  street,  opposite 
Nos.  24  to  34  inclusive,  be  close  1  temporarily. 

L.  M.  Child  et  al.,  that  East  Firth  street  be  grad- 
ed, etc. 

Petitions  for  leave  to  move  »ooden  buildings — 
James  Mellsn,  from  Washburo  street  to  Gardner 
street,  Ward  19;  Wiliiam  R.  Cavanagh,  two  build- 
ings across  Atoany  street. 

Peter  B.  Brighs,m,  C.  Shorey,  George  G.  Crocker 
and  eighty-one  otheis,  that  Chardon  street  may 
be  paved. 

P.  J.  Stons  et  al.,  that  ThorupsoD  square  be 
numoered. 

F.  J.  Humphrey  et  al.,  that  ecigestones  be  set  on 
portions  of  Park,  Ashiarid  and  Everett  streets, 
Ward  16. 

Alpbeus  Hardy,  trustee,  etal.,  That  Friend  street 
be  repaved  with  graniie  blocks. 

Petitions  tor  edgestooes  in  froDt  of  estates  of 
JobnStauto..,  Waikhill  street;  Albert  Webster, 
Townsend  street; Hugh  O'Brien, Townsend  street: 
Ci  y  of  Boston,  Fifth  street,  between  B  and  C 
streets ;  Rodney  Presby  &  Co.,  at  stable  on  Sixth 
street,  between  B  and  C  streets. 

Petitions  for  brick  sidewalks  in  front  jf  estates 
of  James  Mahoney,  294  Bunker  Hill  street;  Mi- 
chael Slyne,  182-184  Third  stree;;Jorin  English, 
Paris  strset,  corner  of  Porter ;  A.  J.  Bamfard,West 
Cottage  street;  Jane  O.  Parker,  546  Fiftn  street; 


Smith  &  Jacobs,  65-69  Wareham  stieet ;  D  A.  Dun- 
bar, Third  street,  .orner  of  H  street. 

Highland  Street  Railway  Company  for  location 
from  Shwmut  avenue,  through  Haw  mo  ad  park, 
Tremont  and  Northampton  street.-,  Columbus  av- 
enue, Park  square  ac  d  Boylston  street,  to  connect 
■with  present  tracks ;  and  that  the  Board  prescribe 
in  the  order  of  location,  if  granted,  whether  the 
interest  or  public  travel  demand  that  the  peti- 
tioners shall  lay  new  tracks  in  the  streets  in  which 
tracks  are  already  laid,  or  shall  use  such  tracks  as 
are  already  laid,  paying  compensation  therefor, 
accoroing  to  law. 

Also  petitions  in  aid  of  tne  above,  signed  by  S. 
A.  Stetson  aod  twenty-one  others;  A.  W.  Turner 
and  thirtv-toui  others;  M.  H.  Brewer  and  seven- 
ty-two otheis;  Walter  B.  Hewins  and  twenty  two 
others;  John  Kimball  and  tony-three  others; 
Jau,es  J.  Brooks  and  thirty-fight  others. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Orders  to  pay  Alpheus  M.  Stetson  $8884.  for 
Swett-street  damages;  Nathaniel  C.  Decker  $2071, 
for  Swett-street  damages;  Margery  Boyle  $1400, 
for  Leverett-street  damages.    Severally  passed. 

Order  to  purchase  of  E.  P.  Robiuson  an  estate 
on  Bowdoin  sireet,  Ward  16,  !or  the  sum  of 
$20,000,  m  order  to  settle  street  damages  to  said 
estate.    Passed.    Sent  down 

Order  to  notify  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
pany to  discontinue  the  use  of  the  Court-street 
tracks  exce.at  in  cases  of  emergency.  Laid  on  the 
table,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbios,  who  de- 
sired to  offer  an  arne1  dment. 

Executive  Nomination  of  Constables— On  mo- 
tion of  Air  eioaao  Burrage  the  t  am-  of  Samuel  J. 
Bradlee,  and  on  motion  of  AldermaojPrescotc  that 
of  N.  G.  Lynch,  were  laid  on  tbe  table.  The  other 
i  otmnations  were  confirmed. 

FENCE  ON  THE  COMMON. 

The  repjrt  and  ordef  for  the  Committee  on 
Cornmoa,  etc.,  to  contract  frith  Cape  Ann  Granite 
Company  to  set  a  curb  and  feoce,  according  to 
pianof  George  F.  Meacham.on  easterly  line  of 
the  Common,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $10,974,  was 
considered  under  tne  head  of  unfinished  busines.-. 

Alderman  Quincy— It  seems  io  me  that  the  re- 
marks of  (he  Alderman  from  Ward  12  about  this 
order  at  the  last  meeting  are  calculated  to  convey 
a  false  impression  of  the  attitude  of  the  City 
Engineer  and  the  committer,  unintention- 
ally, of  course;  and  I  will,  wtth  the  permis- 
sion of  tbe  Boarc,  make  a  short  statement  of 
the  case  as  it  appears  to  me,  accoroing  to 
my  recollection.  In  the  first  place,  the  com- 
mittee weie  icstructed  to  report  plans  specifi- 
cally for  this  fence.  In  this  Board  an  amend- 
ment was  adopted  including  plans  of  other 
fences,  but  it  was  rejected  in  the  other  branch, 
atd  the  non-concurrence  was  concurred  in  by  this 
Board.  Therefore  the  committee  had  bur,  o.-.e 
thing  to  do— obtain  plans  and  specifications  for 
this  fence.  They  asked  the  aid  of  the  City  Engi- 
neer's office  and  Mr.  Wighlman  made  several 
sugcestions,  which  were  agreed  to.  Furthei  de- 
lay occuired,  and  when  the  plans  were  brought  to 
the  notice  of  the  City  Ei.giueer  he  had  some  sug- 
gestions to  offer,  and  those  were  agreed  to;  and 
never,  before  tbe  committee,  did  Mr.  Davis  char- 
acterize the  fenc?  in  „be  terms  used  by  the  Al- 
derman frooc  Ward  12.  Mr.  Davis  might 
have  used  them  in  private  conversation,  but  he 
did  not  before  the  committee.  I  bad  a  conversa- 
tioa  with  Mr.  Davis  this  monrog,  and  his  position 
now, is  (I  ieduced  it  to  writing,  that  I  might  be 
sure'  he  agreed  to  it)  simply  this:  "That,  while  the 
acoption  of  his  suggestions  impiove  this  fence,  be 
is  not  willing  to  indorse  it  as  rtable,  his  opiuion 
being  that  the  curb,  unless  intrenched  as  deeply 
as  the  originally  oroposed  cmb,  will  be  heaved 
and  broken  by  frost,  necessitating  constaut  re- 
pairs." 

That  is  his  opinion,  and  it  is  entitled  to  weight 
as  the  opinion  of  one  expert.  But  it  is  not  the 
opinion  of  all  the  experts.  I  have  received  this 
opinion  from  Mr.  N.  J.  Bradlee: 

Boston,  Sept.  27, 1875. 
To  whom  it  may  concern  : 

This  is  to  certify  that  I  have  examined  Mr. 
Meacham's  nlan  and  specifications  of  thu  pro- 
posed fence  for  the  Tremont-street  mall,  and  con- 
sider it  substantial  and  properly  constructed  for 
the  location;  but  my  opinion  is  t hit  it  would  be 
better  not  to  rivet  the  curbing  and  steps  to  the 
posts,  so  tbat  frost,  if  it  affects  the  fence  at  all, 
would  ooly  temporarily  displace  and  would  not 
break  the  stone,  &'  it  might  if  the  joint  was  riv- 
eted. Nathaniel  J.  Bradlee. 
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In  this  connection  I  would  statp  that  thejloose 
joint,  as  preferred  by  Mr.  Brad  lee,  was  in  the 
first  s  ecification;  buc  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Wadsworth  of  the  City  Engineer's  office,  it  was 
changed  to  a  tight  joint.  But,  notwithstanding 
that,  the  City  fiogleeer  is  now  of  the  opi  ion  that 
a  loose  joint  might  he  better — he  expressed  to  at 
opinion  tins  morning.  There'ore,  the  question  is, 
wbetbei  <t  e  shall  have  this  fence,  about  which  ex- 
perts differ — one  thinking  it  will  oe  an  exoense  to 
the  city,  and  toe  other  thi  ki>  g  it  a  suostintiaJ 
sou  lure  for  the  purpose— or  no  fsnoe  at  all  this 
year.  It  seems  tu  we  tnat  if  it  could  he  put  to 
vote  a  large  majority  of  our  cnnstitueot;  '  ould  be 
strongly  in  favor  of  this  fence,  so  long  as  wp  can 
bavp  it  this  year.  They  feel,  it  is  true,  that  no  en- 
croachment car.  be  made  upon  the  Common  with- 
out a  popular  vote;  but  that  is  not  generally 
knowr,  and  a  verv  widespread  sentiment  ■  xists 
that  those  who  defend  che  Com  nnon  cannot  ted  safe 
that  the  attack  upon  it  will  be  giveu  up  uivil  chey 
see  some  sort  of  a  fence  '  heri.  Therefcie  I  think 
I  am  voting  in  accordauc  with  the  opinion  of  thQ 
vast  majority  of  my  constituents  wbsu  I  vote  for 
this  f<nice,  frith  all  it°  imperf-ctions,  aoo  even 
should  the  opinion  of  the  City  Engineer  turn  out 
to  be  correct,  ami  sone  slight  damage  be  don°.  I 
am  as  desirous  of  haviog  my  vot?  recorded  m 
favor  or'  thisfen3e  this  year  as  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  12  is  of  recoiding  his  against  it;  and  bad  he 
not  called  for *1h  yeas  and  nays,  I  should  have 
do  e  jo.    I  offer  the  following  amendment : 

•'Provided,  however,  that  if  tiie  Citv  Engioeer 
deems  it  advisable,  he  may  omit  tte  rivets  or 
otherwt  e  change  fbe  joint  betweea  the  p  sts  of 
the  curbing  and  steps." 

Alderman  Fo>*  er— I  find  that  the  remarks  of  the. 
gentleman  corroborate  all  I  said  aoout  tnis  fence, 
ana  I  don't  know  tnat  I  liave  much  inoiv  to  say 
■about  it,  or  wi"h  ro  waste  more  time  in  discussing 
it.  All  I  desire  is  to  record  my  vote  agaiust  the 
tin  3g,  because,  as  I  said,  it  is  not  such  a  plan  as 
should  be  adopted  if  vre  are  to  have  a  fence.  The 
engineer  says  in  that  letter  substantially  what  he 
said  to  me— that  he  could  not  approve  of  it, 
-and  that  it  would  be  a  standing  bill  ot  ex- 
pense to  the  city.  It  gentlemen  see  fit  to  hurry 
this  matter  through,  instead  of  getting  the  right 
thing  at  the  start,  of  course  they  will  have  trie  op- 
portunity to  do  so.  I  don't  suppose  Mi.Brad- 
leo  would  pr  tend  to  say  —  although  he  has 
attained  great  eminecce  e.s  an  architect— would 
undertake  to  dispute  with  the  engineer,  or  pre- 
tend that  he  has  the  same  knowledge  of  subjecis 
that  come  under  the  head  of  engineering  as  our 
City  Engineer  has,  though  of  course  his  opinion 
may  have  some  influence  in  this  matter.  The  on- 
ly desire  I  had  in  speaking  upon  this  subject  was 
to  give  the  Board  the  information  I  had,  and  then 
record  my  vote  against  the  ordcr.  I  don't  wish  to 
thwart  the  wish  of  a  majority  of  the  people, 
which  seems  to  have  been  expressed  beyond  a 
doubt  in  favor  of  this  fence:  and  I  am  disposed, 
as  far  as  T  can,  to  facilitate  tbe  efforts  of 
the  gentlemen  on  the  committee  in  get- 
ting the  best  sort  of  a  fence— something 
that  would  be  substantial  as  well  as  or- 
namental. As  I  said,  the  only  thieg  about  it 
that  commends  it  to  us  is,  it  is  a  very  beautiful 
thing  to  look  at;  but  the  Engineer  says  it  will  not 
be  i  substantial  thiDg.  The  City  Engineer  will 
not  father  tois  fence,  and  it  should  not  be  put 
upon  him;  he  wishes  it  understood  that  hs  is  not 
resDonsible  for  this  structure  at  all.  Therefore,  I 
don't  think  it  is  hardly  just  to  him  to  pass  this 
thing  in  such  a  manner  that  he  will  be  held  ac- 
countable for  it  at  all.  If  it  was  lecommencied 
by  the  City  Engineer,  wboaj  we  have  here  to  give 
advice  on  such  subjects,  and  to  whom  we  pay  a 
iarge  salary,  and  to  maintain  whose  office  we  ap- 
propriate a  large  sum  of  money,  it  seems  to  me 
we  ought  not  to  do  such  a  thing  except  under  his 
direction  and  approval.  I  move  that  the  question 
be  taken  by  yeas  ard  nays. 

Aldeiman  Burrage — I  wish  to  say  but  a  few 
words  upon  this  matter,  and  most'y  in  the  way  of 
explanation.  When  this  subject  was  befoie  the 
Board  on  Monday  last,  I  asked  the  Committee  on 
Common  and  Public  Grounds  if  the  City  Engineer 
had  suggested  any  alterations  or  improvements  in 
tbe  plan  for  afence,  or  whether  he  did  not  obj  i  ct 
to  it  because  he  was  in  favor  of  a  curb  and  op- 
posed to  a  fence.  Our  worthy  reporter,  who  is 
usually  very  correct  in  his  reports,  in  this  case 
made  somewhat  of  a  muddle  of  my  question  aid 
Alderman  Power's  re~oly,  by  nutting  both  under 
one  bead  as  the  remark-  of  "Alderman  Bur-age." 
Attention  is  called  to  this,  because  I  do  not  wish 


to  be  held  accountable  For  the  opinion  that  the 
proposed  structure  "is  going  to  destroy  more  trees 
than  any  curb  that  could  be  put  there,"  and  thus 
appear  to  stultify  myself.  During  the  past  week 
I  have  taken  some  pains  to  get  at  the 
facts  in  the  i  ase.  and  1  have  become  en- 
tirely sati-fied  that  the  plan  that  has 
been  adopted  by  the  City  Council  is  judi- 
cious; that  the  fecce  will  be  substantial  and 
durable  as  well  as  ornamental.  From  the  outset 
I  have  favored  a  fence— first,  as  a  matter  of  taste  ; 
secondly,  because  she  deep  found? tionsof  a heavy 
curb  would  surely  destroy  sonie,.if  not  all,  the 
outer  row  ol  trees,  by  cuiting  off  close  to  the 
trunks  all  their  roots  on  one  side;  and,  thirdiv, 
because  it  woul  >  terve  better  than  a  curb  to  pro- 
tect the  Com  anon  and  the  limbs  and  lives  of  ci  i- 
zens,  who  sh*ll  resort  to  if — for  whose  b-medt  it 
is  to  ce  sacredly  preserved  !  I  trust  the  necessa- 
ry orders  will  be  passed  at  ones,  and  th  t  the 
woik  will  be  commenced  immediately  a  c:  be  com- 
plete (1  this  seasor.. 

Alderman  O'Brien— It  appears  to  me,  aftei  lis- 
tei  ing  lo  the  remarks  that  have  been  made,  that 
we  have  now  under  cons: deration  an  important 
work  of  engineering,  requiring  extraordinary  en- 
gineering skill  and  talent,  and  that  we  shall  never 
ariive  at  a  satisfactory  solution  of  rne  difficulty 
until  -re  summon  a  council  of  all  the  crginet-is  in 
the  neighborhood,  and  be  guidec  by  their  united 
wisdom.  That  the  erection  of  a  simple  fe  ce  on 
Bost  >u  Common  "hould  be  surrounde;  by  so  much 
engineering  skill  and  red  tape  is  to  me  a  mys- 
tery, and  I  can  only  account  for  it  from  the  fact 
that  many  of  the  Alr'ermea  are  fresh  from  the 
Hoosac  Mountain,  where  t'ney  have  lately  in- 
sppcted  the  gteatesf  work  of  engineering  skill  to 
be  found  in  the  country,  and  are  unwillicg  to 
proceed  even  in  the  erectiOD  of  >  fence  without 
the  advice  of  these  gentlemen.  But -e  ought  to 
cousiaer  that  cold  weather  is  already  upon  us, 
that  colder  wea-het  is  now  at  hand,  and  t^at  un- 
less this  order  is  passed  and  the  workcomme;  ced, 
the  Common,  on  the  Tr^u  ont-street  side,  will 
look  in  the  same  di-'graceful  conrlinon  tor  six 
months  lojger  at  least,  an  eye-sore  to  our  citizens 
generally.  For  this  reason  I  feel  that  the  work 
ought  to  ce  coixnionced  without  delay,  and  for 
one  I  intend  to  act  entirely  independent  of  any 
engineer's  ?ervice.  I  believe  the  woik  could  be 
safely  intrusted  to  the  superintendence  of  any 
respectable  architect,  any  respectable  builde  or 
to  any  mechanic  who  has  ever  laid  a  foundation, 
and  I  have  no  fear  but  that  the  work  will  be  well 
and  faithfully  done.  I  am  aware  that  engineers 
connected  with  large  cities,  with  the  State  and 
General  Government,  feel  that  they  must  nut 
down  solid  foundations  that  will  la-t  forever. 
We  sometimes  see  the  folly  of  this,  even  it'  this 
city.  They  built  a  customhouse  in  Boston  so 
solid  th  it  after  you  get  inside  of  it  you  could 
Fcarcsiy  see  daylight,  aud  they  have  bee.u  trying 
to  tunnel  it  out  for  some  time,  and  it  is  still 
undergoing  repairs  at  an  enormous  expense. 
Rather  than  have  this  work  srop  1  woald 
be  willing  to  intrust  it  to  the  superintendence  of 
any  member  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  I  believe 
they  know  enough  about  foundations  to  have  the 
work  properly  attended  to.  I  would  be  very  will- 
ing to  intrust  itto  the  Aldeiman  from  W-rdl2and 
feel  perfectly  safe  about  it.  When  the  Maiden 
Biidge  was  uncle;  eonsideiation  he  pronounced  it 
safe  without  even  consulting  the  engineer.  He 
examined  it  thoroughly,  was  over  it  and  under  it, 
and  v  e  all  felt  that  he  knew  almost  as  much  about 
bric'ges  as  tbe  engineer.  I  have  no  doubt  that  be 
coule:  also  erect  a  fence  without  consulting  the 
e1  gineer,  and  am  eurcrised  that  lie  should  fall 
back  on  his  opinion.  I  hope  that  we  shad  go 
ahead  with  thin  work  entirely  independent  of  at  y 
red  tape.  If  tbe  fence  is  put  up  as  is  proposed,  I 
would  be  willing  to  guarantee  it  for  fifty  or  one 
hundred  years,  with  necessary  repairs.  Of  one 
thing  I  am  quite  certain— it  will  De  impossible 
for  <ts  to  make  so  grea?  a  mistake  in  the 
erection  of  this  fence  as  a  previous  city 
government      marie      in      pulling      one      down. 

Alderman  Power — I  fee)  obliged  to  sav  one  more 
word.  When  the  Maiden  Bridge  matter  was  up 
here,  I  expressed  tbe  opioionthatl  knew  as  much 
about  that  bridge  as  he  did.  The  only  question 
was  as  to  the  money,  and  I  think  I  knew  more 
about  the  finances  of  the  city  than  he  did.  Engi- 
neers like  to  build  monuments  to  their  skill;  to 
erect  permanent  structures.  That  'S  all  well 
enough;  it  is  best  to  baild  well  and  permanently 
when  you  have  money  enough,  but  the  city 
had   not   money    enough    io    afford    it   at   that 
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time.  I  pretend  10  know  as  much  about 
the  fence  ss  he  does;  and  any  one  with  common 
sense  knows  that  you  caDnot  dowell  a  curb  into 
two  posts  only  three  inches  in  the  ground  and 
make  it  stand  the  frost. 

Alderman  Buirage  —  IS'me  iDches,  sir. 

Al;erman  Power — Three,  sir. 

Alderman  Bunage— The  plan  is  nine  inches. 

Alneiman  Power— According  to  the  present 
plan  iti^th  re.- inches;  at  the  back  it  is  nine  inches, 
and  the  fiost  press  sboth  *,  ays.  The  cesire  of  the 
people  has  been  expressed  rhar  a  fence  shall  be 
placed  there ;  but  I  a d  not  willing  to  hurry  it  op 
in  order  to  throw  away  the  city's  monev.  It 
doe:  n't  tequire  much  engine  ring  skill  to 
dowell  a  fence  int.)  two  strne  posts  and  make  it 
permanent;  and  I  don't  wish'  to  have  any 
thing  but  a  permanent  fe'ee  put  'here,  if 
other  gentlemen  do.  If  gentlemen  wish  to 
go  agaist  the  advice  of  the  City  Engineer,  all 
tight;  I  con't,  became  I  think  be  is  right.  I  know 
a.  mechanic  who  usually  sends  iu  proposals  for 
work  here — one  of  the  arm  of  Cook,  Rymes  &  Co. 
I  asked  hi  in  w.jy  he  did  n't  send  ptooosals  for  this 
woik,  a  d  he  said  he  did  o  t  thick  any  committee 
of  common  sense  would  build  such  a  thing  as 
that. 

Che  amendment  of  Alderman  Quincy  was  adopt- 
ed— 6  for,  4  against. 

Alderman  Worcbnigton — I  offer  the  following 
amendment: 

"Provided,  further,  that  said  plan  shall  b*  ac- 
cept-d  by  the  citizens  of  Boston  it  the  municipal 
election  of  thi-  year." 

I  offer  t'  at  amendment  because  I  do  not  believe 
the  citizens  of  Boston  are  satisfied  or  i  chned  to 
have  that  fence.  I  believe"  the  tic  e  is  not 
tar  .  distant  wnen  we  shall  have  eitiier 
Trectont  and  Boylston  street  wioened,  or  have 
C  iiitnbus  avenue  comi  g  th'ough  the  Common 
to  Pai  b-street  Cburcn.  I  desiie  to  vote  upo  1  the 
question,  as  the  Legislaiuie  have  seen  fit  to  leave 
it  to  the  pe  pie  to  see  whether  they  will  have  the 
street  widened  upon  the  Common.'  I  prefer  not  to 
have  any  fence ;  I  oppose  shutticg  up  the  Com- 
mon like  a  pri-on  yaro.  Go  to  New  York,  and  see 
where  th°y  have  taken  oo»n  the  fences  round  the 
square- and  left  them  open  to  the  public;  that  is 
the  way  it  should  he  here.  I  believe  it  is  far  better 
for  us  to  have  a  cub  ou  Tremoar  street  i  I  we  uor  ot 
widen  it.  More  than  that — I  believe  this  fence 
will  he  a  continual  expense  to  the  city  every  year. 
I  believe  that  m  setnng  those  posts,  you  are  going 
to  interfere  with  the  trees,  which  to  me  is  no  ob- 
jection at  all.  I  believe  those  trees  should  he 
taken  liomi,  for  chey  are  nearly  dead  or  soon  will 
be.  especially  if  you  put  another  iron  fet.ee  there. 
Therefore  I  offer  this  amendment  that  we 
may  have  a  vote  upon  it  from  the  peo- 
ple of  Boston ;  for  I  do  not  believe  tbey  h^-ve 
made  up  their  minds  chat  not  one  foot  of  the 
Coramoo  shall  be  taken.  I  believe  in  busi- 
ness fust.  We  ha»e  got  to  have  it,  and  must  have 
room  to  do  business.  We  are  to  have  parks  and 
squares  after  a  while,  I  trust,  very  near  the  centre 
ot  population,  where  people  can  go  m  the  horse 
cats  and  enjoy  fresh  air;  and  therefore  business 
must  take  a  portion  of  the  Common.  We  must 
have  streets  in  which  to  do  the  busliessof  ths 
city,  or  we  must  stop  business. 

Alderman  Stebbics— I  raise  the  point  that  it  is 
not  within  the  province  of  the  Board  of  APiermen 
or  Common  Council  to  provide  for  taking  the 
sense  of  the  inhabitants  upon  the  question  of  a 
fence  on  the  Common.*  We  car,  onlycail  upon  the 
citizens  to  vote  upon  inatteis  piovided  for  r,y  ihe 
Legislature,  an'l  this  is  not  one  of  them.  At  the 
last  Legislature  an  ace  was  passed  proviaing  that 
no  common  or  public  square  shall  be  taken  with- 
out a  vote  of  the  people,  and  this  nmendment 
hardly  comes  within  the  iaw. 

The  Chairman  mled  tbe  point  well  taken,  and 
Alder  nan  Worthington  withdrewthe  amendment. 

Alderman  Quincy — Th3  amendment  offered  and 
the  remarks  made  have  only  confirmed  me  in  the 
belief  that  a  gentleman's  remarks  weie  tight; — that 
he  desired  and  was  willing  to  pav  for  a  fence  of 
some  sort,  because  the  leaving  of  the  Common 
open  was  a  standing  temptation  to  those  who  fa- 
vored an  encroachment  upon  the  Common. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  sb  11  vote  for  *he  order 
for  a  fence,  but  I  want  this  Board  and  the  public 
to  understand  that  the  delay  in  its  erection  does 
not  res'  with  the  City  Council  or  this  Board.  It 
rests  entirely  with  the  Committe<:  on  Common  ano 
Squares.  To  prove  that  I  will  quot »  from  the  rec- 
ords: lhi«  matter  was  first  brought  to  the  atten- 
tion of  tbe  committee  on  July  1,  but  no  action 


was  taken  till  July  31 — one  whole  month, 
the  best  in  the  year  for  such  work,  being  allowed 
to  elapse.  On  July  31,  the  Alderman  from  Ward 
4  and  a  member  from  the  other  branch  w^re  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  confer  with  Mr.  Meacham 
an  I  the  City  Engineer.  Then  what  did  the  sub- 
committee do?  Xhri  records  show  that  they  did 
rot  report  baotr  to  their  owa  committee  for  an- 
other month,  Still  tbe  Alderman  would  have  the 
public  believe  that  this  Board  are  responsible  for 
the  delay.  On  Augusr  21,  the  sub-committee 
reported  back  the  plans  and  specifications 
of  Mr.  Meacham,  and  on  Sept.  4-8  the 
proposals  were  advertised  for,  after  waiting  dur- 
ing the  entire  summer  months;  so  tbat  tbe  en- 
tile delay  does  rot  rest  with  this  Board  or  the 
City  Council,  but  with  the  sub-committee  having 
it  in  charge. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  don't  think  I  bave  insin- 
uated that  the  oelay  rested  wito  tbe  City  Council. 
I  only  called  the  attention  to  wb?.t  I  think  will  be 
the  result  of  delay.  If  such  an  insinuation  was 
inferred  Iwithoiawit.  I  am  a .  m*  mb»r  of  the 
committee,  but  not  a  majority,  or  even  the  chair- 
man of  it. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  thank  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  4  for  the  remarks  he  has  mate.  He  is 
sure  this  thi^g  will  re  agitated  until  Tremont 
street  is  widened.  He  would  have  everything 
closed  up,  that  the  people  will  not  have  the  oppor- 
tunity to  ;xercise  the  right  of  voting  upon  the 
questioo  of  widening  Tremont  street  tor  business 
purposes,  tb^n  come  here  entirely  determined 
that  not  a  foot  of  the  Common  sball  be  taken  tor 
business  purpose5:,  and  toat  the  bl^ck*  sbf  II  con- 
tinue there  rather  than  that  one  foot  of  the  land 
be  touched  that  business  may  prosper.  I  believe 
that  this  fence,  if  put  up,  will  give  wav  in  five 
years,  or  ten  at  least,  or  bave  to  be  taktn  down,  to 
B^ake  room  for  busmen,  and  therefoie  I  shall 
vote  against  ir  eveiy  time. 
Alderman  Power  in  tbe  chair. 
Alderman  Clark— I  don't  think  I  ought  to  let 
this  matter  pass  without  sa.\i  g  one  woid,  be- 
cause tbe  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Common 
bas  been  teferred  to.  If  I  am  Dot  mistaken,  this 
subject  was  early  brought  to  tne  attention  of  the 
committee,  and  we  gave  a  hearing  on  the  25th  of 
May  to  the  citizens  geneially,  very  soon  after  the 
appropriation  was  made.  The  committee  con- 
sidered tbe  subject  thoroughly,  gave  it  a  good 
deal  of  attention  and  repotted  unanimous- 
ly— the  Alderman  from  Ward  4  athong  tbe 
number — In  favor  of  having  a  curb  and  not  a  fence. 
We  bad  plans  prepared  so  that  theie  need  be  no 
unnecessary  delay.  It  was  the  unanimous  opin- 
ion of  the  Committee  on  Common,  of  wnich  tbe 
Alderman  from  Ward  4  is  a  conspicuous  member, 
that  a  granite  curb,  as  designed  by  the  Engi- 
neer at  the  request  of  tbe  committee,  was 
what  was  needed  there,  that  it  would  be  more 
durable,  more  sightly  aDd  very  much  bet- 
ter thaa  any  fence  that  could  be  designed.  That 
was  their  leport,  which  I  believe  this  Board  of 
Alderajea  accepted.  But  the  popular  branch  did 
not  think  as  we  din  ;  by  a  large  majority  tbey  - 
voted  for  a  fence.  Meantime,  Mr.  Chairmaa.  some 
of  tbe  citizens  felt  that  they  had  not  hsui  an  op- 
portunity to  con-e  before  tbe  committee,  aid 
they  requested  another  hearing.  It  was  given 
to  the  public  generally,  anl  plans  were 
presented  by  M  .  Meacham  for  trie  fence 
which  it  is  proposed  ro  erect.  After  some 
little  delay  Mr.  Meacham  was  requested  to  ore- 
pare  speciticatior"  for  the  construction  of  this 
fe  ce.  The  Engineer  was  consulted.  Mr. Meacham 
is  a  good  ar  hitect,  but  he  bas  had  no  expe-tenee 
m  building  fences.  The  Engineer's  opinion  was 
prec:sely  as  stated  by  the  Alderman  ifrom  Ward 
12.  The  question  has  been  asked,  Why  did 
n't  you  go  to  tae  Engineer  for  olaus  and 
specifications?  Because  a  majority  thought 
he  was  not  the  proper  party ;  an  out- 
side party  had  been  consul;  ed.  The  City  Engineer 
was  not  asked  to  prepare  plans,  but  to  make  soaie 
suggestions  in  the  construcnon  of  the  fence  which 
Mr.  Meacham  bad  prepared.  He  states  that  this 
fence  will  not  be  a  substantial  structure,  that  1  ne 
frost  would  throw  it,  that  it  would  be  constantly 
out  of  repair,  and  that  he  would  not  risk  his 
reputation  by  constructing  such  a  fence  as 
has  be*n  proposed.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
am  not  in  favos  of  this  fence;  personally 
I  am  ooposed  to  it,  but  I  do  not  propose  to  oppose 
the  will  of  the  majority  of  the  City  Council,  who 
seem  to  favor  the  fence.  Iherefore  I  am  inclined 
to  vote  for  tbe  fence,  notwithstanding  the  Engi- 
neer says  he  thinks  it  will  not  be  stable.    The  peo- 
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pie  have  been  expecting:  all  these  latter 
months  that  a  fei  ce  would  be  elected 
there,  and  that  being  tbe  case  I  shall  vote 
for  it,  although  I  am  decidedly  in  favor 
of  a  curb,  and  notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
I  expect  tolive  Ions:  eaougb  to  see  Trea.onc  street 
widened,  because  I  believe  that  will  be  the  will  of 
tbe  people.  Still  if  they  wish  to  have  a  fence  now 
I  shall  not  oppose  it  any  longer.  1  merely  rose  to 
exnlaiu  and  give  the  reason  of  this  delay,  >-s  I  un- 
dsrsrand  it.  It  has  not  been  caused  solely  by  the 
chairman  or  a  niajo'ity  of  rhe  Committee  on 
Common.  I  am  willing  to  take  file  blame 
and  responsibility  for  toe  appeataucft  of 
the  Conroon  and  Public  Gar.  en,  and  if 
membcrs  want  to  see  bow  tkey  look,  I  would  ad- 
vise tbem  to  go  there.  I  beiieve  thpy  compare 
favorably  with  any  place  of  the  =ame  "sizp  in  the 
world,  and  if  there  is  any  scigma  attached  to  the 
manner  io  wnicb  they  are  taken  care  of  I  am  will- 
ing to  enilure  it.  I  ay,  furthermore,  that  tbe 
City  Engineer  is  not  to  blame  for  not  havintr  pre- 
pared plans  and  specifications  for  this  fence,  be- 
cause be  has  nevei  been  requested  to  do  so.  He 
would  havebe^n  happy  to  do  so  had  he  beet-  re- 
questeo  by  the  comirittee.  But  it  was  not  his 
plan  ;  ;,n  outside  party  bad  brought  in  a  plat,  and 
the  Engineer  was  simply  asked  some  questions  in 
regard  to  the  fence  designed  by  Mr.  Meacham. 

Alderman  Clark  in  rte  chair. 

Alderman  Power— I  am  sorry  to  deiari  the 
Board  a  uy  longer,  but  I  think  id  proper  to  »av  a 
word  more.  The  Boar  '  of  Aldeimer,  year  befoie 
last,  very  wisely  I  think,  decided  Chat  the  fence 
around  the  Com men  sbould  ba  removed,  for  the 
reason  that  in  evt  ry  city  where  tbey  were  making 
improvements  and  beautifyicg  tbeir  grounds 
they  we  -i  removing  fences  and  substitut- 
ing granite  curb*.  I  voted  to  remove  that 
fence,  and  several  other  members  voted  with 
me.  But  I  do  not  propose  to  make  a 
weathercock  of  myself  because  it  am  ears 
that  public  ouinion  is  against  me.  I  thought-  it 
was  right  then,  anc  I  think  so  now,  and  I  do  nor 
intend  to  vote  against  my  couvictions  of  right.  I 
have  seen  no  reason  to  change  my  mind ;  on  the 
contrary  the  more  I  see  of  sucb  work,  the  more  I 
think  I  am  right.  As  the  Chairman  says,  the 
committee  were  unanimci  s  in  recommending  a 
plan  for  a  curb  tbis  year,  and  had  our  plans  Dean 
carried  out  there  would  have  been  a  handsome 
curb  there,  a  permanent  structure  which  would  ^e 
a  most  permanent  barrier  agaiust  any  further  en- 
croachments uvon  thejCommon,  I  cheerfully  voted 
against  any  encroachment  upon  the  Common,  and 
I  have  cot  changed  my  mind  upon  that,  either, 
and  I  would  not  knowiugly  do  anything  looting 
towards  encroaching  upon  the  Common.  There- 
fore I  propose  to  vote  against  the  fence;  but  as 
the  will  of  the  Government  has  been  unmistaka- 
bly expressed  in  favor  of  afeice  I  would  not  de- 
lay it  one  moment.  But  I  don't  wanr  this  Govern- 
ment to  put  up  something  that  will  be  a  constant 
bill  of  expense  to  the  city,  and  I  shall  vote 
against  this  or  any  othei  fence.  I  have  seen  noth- 
ing to  cbaoge  my  mind,  and  I  cannot  understand 
this  changing  of  opinion  by  members  who  voted 
with  me  betore  for  the  removal  of  the  feoce  iq 
favor  of  a  cuib. 

The  order  a«  amended  was  passed— yeas  8.  navs 
3. 

Teas — A'dermen  Bigflow,  Burrage,  Clark, 
O'Brien,  Pope,  Quincy,  St:;bbins,  Viles  —8. 

Navs— Aldeiuieo  Power,  Prescott,  Worthing- 
ton— 3. 

Sent  up. 

The  order  for  the  Committee  on  Finance  to  pro- 
vide additional  means  for  erection  of  the  fence 
was  then  passed — yeas  8,  na>s  3,  Aldermen  Power, 
Worthington  and  Prescott  voting  nay.  Subse- 
quently a  motion  to  leconsider,  by  Alderman 
Quincy,  was  lost.    Sen r  down. 

EAST  BOSTON  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott  the  Board  took 
up  the  soecial  assignment  for  5  P.  M.,  viz.,  report 
inexpedient  to  furnish  accommodations  for  a  high 
school  in  East  Boston,  the  question  being  on  the 
passage  of  the  suostitate  order  to  furbish  such 
accommodations  (City  Doc.  No.  93),  in  concur- 
rence. 

Alderman  Prescott— Mr.  Chairman,  I  do  not 
think  that  I  overestimated  the  importance  ot  the 
subject  now  befoie  the  Boaid  in  stating,  as  I  did 
at  its  last  meeting,  that  the  principle  involved  in 
the  massage  of  the  order  (waich  the  Common 
Council  sends  to  us  as  a  substitute  for  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction)  is  one  of 
the  most  important  that  has  ever  been  brought 


to  the  attention  of  the  City  Council.  It  is  a 
purely  educational  problem  which  should  be 
solved  without  political  or  sectional  prejudice. 
Th*  principle  involved  in  the  question  is  this: 
Shall  tbe  City  Council  at  tbe  present  time,  indorse 
— mere  ihan  that — shall  it  extt-nd,  the  system 
adopted  by  the  School  Board  in  sustaining  several 
separate,  distinct  and  independent  high  schools 
in  various  sections  of  tnecity?  The  subject  was 
brought  o  toe  attention  of  the  School  Committee 
in  April  las'  by  petitions  from  the  people  of  East 
boston,  and  i  at  ticulatly  fr.mi  those  belonging  to 
tbe  so-called  Citizens'  i'rtde  Association  ot  that 
section.  These  petitions  a«k  tor  the  establish- 
ment of  a  hirrin  school  in  East  Boston,  and  were 
duly  rcferre  1  to  a  special  committee  of  seven 
members.  A  majority  of  the  committee  reported 
m  favci  ot  ei'ta'rlisbicg  an  independe  t  high 
school  for  boys  ana  rfrls— three  of  tbe  five  mem- 
bers aeaking  such  report  beine  members  of  the 
Scbool  Board  fro.o  Esst  Boston.  The  School  Com- 
mittee by  a  large  majority  adopter  the  report  of 
tbe  majority  ot  the  committee,  an  a  adopted  or- 
ders establishing  the  school — tbougb  the^'had  jo 
legal  tight  to  do  it — and  appointed  a  separate 
committee  tor  the  school,  authorizing  them  io  pre- 
pare a  course  of  high-school  studie*.  Tie  impor- 
tance of  the  subject  demanded  a  much 
more  thorough  aud  serious  consideration  than, 
it  seems  to  me,  was  given  to  it,  and  I 
find  that  only  sixty  of  the  118  member  of  tbe 
School  Committee  voted  on  tbe  pasrage  of  tbe 
imp oitant  orders,  ihe  City  Council  are  now  re- 
quested to  provide  s„ccommodations  for  tais  high 
sobo^l.  The  application  for  such  accommodations 
was  duly  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  In- 
struction and  thfiy  have  give-  the  subject  a 
patient  and  chongnttul  examination,  giving  audi- 
ence to  the  committee  of  the  Schoo<  Board  who 
reported  in  favor  of  the  school,  to  tbe  parents  of 
East  Boston  pupils  and  leading  members  of  the 
Citizens'  Trade  Association,  aud  to  able  and  ex- 
perienced educator^  who  nave  m^de  high  schools 
and  methoos  of  advanced  education  their  life- 
long study.  Tie  former  natin  ally  urged  tbe  ne- 
cessity of  the  school  a>  d  presented  a  plausible 
and  in  some  respects  ctrong  argument.  Tbe  lat- 
ter coovixced  fi>e  committee  with  unanswer- 
able argument  of  the  immeiiat0  necessity  of 
a  thorough  reorganization  of  our  entire  high- 
school  system,  before  another  ezcrescence 
suoula.  be  allowed  to  gro^,  in  tie  shape  of  anoth- 
er separate  district  a.d  eDtnely  independent  high 
school  for  both  sexes.  The  co  .nunittee  felt  obliged 
to  report  unanimously  that  it  was  inexpedient  to 
grant  the  request  for  accommodations,  and  brief- 
ly stated  their  reasons  m  a  repoi  t,  which  has  since 
been  printed  as  City  Document  No.  93.  Ihe  re- 
port was  mads  to  the  Council  before  their  sum- 
mer vacation,  but  cot  acted  upon  until  the  pres- 
ent month.  Tney  now  send  us  a  substitute  order, 
requiring  the  Committee  on  Pub  ic  Buildings  to 
furnish  the  accommodatiots  requested.  Thai  is 
the  order,  Mr.  Chairman,  now  before  the  Board, 
and  upoc.  •  bi3  question  I  desire,  as  chairman  of 
the  committee,  to  briefly  ptesenc  my  views,  and, 
as  I  believe,  the  views  of  the  committee.  To  con- 
sidei  this  matter  intelligently  it  is  nee^savy  to  go 
back  to  the  coudition  of  things  previous  to  annexa- 
tion. We  theu  had  really  one  high  scbo  1  for  boys, 
known  as  tbe  Erglisa  High  School;  and  oae  high 
scbool  for  girls,  known  as  the  Girls'  High  and 
Normal  School,  besides  the  Boston  Latin  School, 
the  latter  with  a  course  of  siudy  eiranged  for 
fitting  boys  for  college.  In  1868  Roxbury  was  an- 
nexed, and  id  1870  Doichester,  each  of  these 
places  brmging  with  it  a  high  school  for  both 
boys  and  gn^s.  January,  1874,  gave  us  Charles- 
town,  Brighton  and  West  Roxbury,  and  ttire° 
more  mixen  high  schools.  In  1873  the  Normal 
was  separated  from  tne  GMs'  High,  and  made  a 
oistmit  and  iudopendent  school;  a-id  we  now  find, 
according  to  the  Superintendent's  lastreport,  that 
Boston  is  today  supporting,  besides  the  Normal 
School,  five  distinct  types  of  bigb.-chools  (mak- 
ing nine  high  scbools  in  all),  as  follows:  Th8 
Latin,  a  classical  school  for  boys  only  :  the  Eng- 
lish High,  with  a  course  of  higher  English  and 
modern  languages,  for  boys  only ;  the  Girls'  High, 
tor  girls  only,  with  a  couise  comprising  Latin 
as  well  as  modern  languages  and  higher  English; 
the  Roxbury  High,  a  mixed  school,  with  a  cour«e 
similar  to  that  of  the  Girls'  High,  and  tbe  Dor- 
cbestel-,  Chailestown,  West  Roxbury  and  Brigh- 
ton mixed  high  school.-*,  eacb  having  both  a  clas- 
sical and  a  non-clas>ical  course.  These  scbools  in 
tbe  sections  of  tbe  city  which  Boston  has  acquired 
by  annexation  have  teen  eontinued  virtually  as 
we  found  them.    True,  the  salanes  of  their  teach- 
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ers  have  been  raised  foriy  to  sixty  pel  cent,  in 
some  eases,  but  in  little  else  have  tney  been 
brougnt  into  harmony  with  any  leguiar  system. 
In  fact,  Mr.  Chairman,  this  subject  of  almost 
tracscendent  import  >nce  as  to  wliat  is  the  best 
thing  to  do  in  regard  to  these  high  schools  has 
n*»ver  once  been  seriously  considered  either  trom 
an  educational  or  a  financial  point  of  view  by  the 
School  Board;  the  composition  of  ihe  Board  and 
its  unwieldy  numbers,  resembling  more  a  mass 
meeting  than  a  deliberative  educational  body,  has 
rendered  a  wise  solution  ot  even  a  proper  consid- 
eration of  this  subject  absolutely  imoracticable. 
The  hign  S' hools  in  these  annexed  districs  are 
rjeither  in  harmony  vHh  one  another  nor  with  the 
central  higb  schools  in  regard  to  their  couises  of 
study,  graae.of  teachers,  or  anything  e'se,  but  are 
run  separate,  distinct,  iud*-  pendent,  each  by  a  oif- 
ferent  committee,  too  large  by  tar  in  point  of 
numbers  in  most  cases.  Our  high  schools  alone 
as  now  organized,  oi  rathe  as  now  disoi  gat  lzeti, 
cost  the  taxpayers,  tor  running  expenses  for  toe 
year  ending  Juoe  1, 1875,  $253,854.65,  of  which  sum 
there  was  spent  tor  salaries,  b<>o<rs,  etc.,  $187,- 
850.61— making  tbe  aveiage  cost  for  eachjnupil  for 
the  year  $108.95.  As  the  course  of  high-school 
study  covers  a  period  of  oot  less  than  three  years, 
and  is  frequently  extended  to  four  years,  but  lit- 
tle figuring  is  necessary  to  show  at  what  an  enor- 
mous puce  to  tbe  taxpayers  we  are  graduacng 
the  comparatively  few  of  oui  youth  ^ho  ever 
commence  a  high-school  course.  Dr.  Eliot, 
president  of  Ha  vard  College,  aigues  strong- 
ly, in  an  able  article  published  in  the  At- 
lantic Monthly  fo  June  of  the  current  year, 
against  supporting  by  public  taxation  these  high- 
er schools,  npou  the  ground  that  the  public  gen- 
erally do  Dot  and  necessarily  caunot  give  their 
children  the  advantages  ot  th  tn.  Though  Bo-ton 
is  not  prepared  to  take  such  taaical  ground  as 
this,  Mr,  Chairman,  I  do  believe  her  intelligent 
taxpayers,  certaiily  at  the  present  trme,  and  upon 
an  examination  of  the  present  state  of  things,  de- 
mand imperatively  the  strictest  economy  com- 
patible with  a  reasonable  efficiency  of  these 
schools.  That  they  are  cameo  ou  now  either 
economically  or  efhcreDtly  no  fair-ntiuoe d  pet.-on 
can  assert  who  will  take  the  ume  as  I  have  to 
compare  their  cost  and  standard  with  those  ot  the 
other  large  cures  of  the  country.  Icesireto  cen- 
sure no  ore,  Mr.  Chairman,  for  this  state  of  af* 
fail  s,  believing  it  to  be  a  natural  sequence  of  our 
folly  in  attempting  to  properly  look  after  educa- 
tional matters  as  we  have  been  doing  in  the  past 
and  are  now  doing.  The  School  Committee  have 
doubtless  done  for  this  city  as  well  as  any  ooard 
similaily  constituted  could  do  for  any  city,  and  as 
we  are  about  to  mate  a  new  det.arture 
in  placing  the  management  of  our  schools 
in  the  handa  of  a  oody  selected  upon  a  different 
basis,  and  only  one-fifth  of  the  present  size,  I 
hope  we  may  expect  increased  accuracy  and  in- 
creased efficiency,  especially  in  the  high-school 
department.  Above  all  we  need  in  this  depart- 
ment of  education  men  of  intelligence  and  experi- 
ence, without  bias,  pre  ju^ice,or  sectional  feeling; 
men  who  will  carefully  consider  in  all  its  bearings 
this  high-school  question ;  men  who  will  study  the 
system  as  carried  on  in  the  other  laige  cities  of 
the  country  and  their  practical  results,  and  thus 
rea*  h  a  conclusion  founded  upon  practical  expe- 
rience, and  recommend  for  aooptioo  awise.eco- 
nomrcal,  efficient  sys'em,  adapted  to  the  wants 
and  rea-onable  expectations  of  every  section  ot 
the  c'ty.  Such  a  system,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  have 
not  a>  the  nresent  time.  No  sane  person  will 
claim  that  we  have.  Shall  we  attempt  to  tinker 
this  present  sv=tem  by  establishing  another  inde- 
pendent high  school  Jat  East  Boston,  even  though 
some  plausible  reasons  may  be  given  for  it? 
I  think  cot,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  shall  therefore 
vote  against  the  order,  as  it  comes  to  us  firm  the 
other  branch.  Bv  voting  to  furnish  accommoda- 
tions for  an  independent  and  mixed  high  school 
at  East  Boston,  we  indorse  a  principle  not  sanc- 
tioned by  the  experience  of  any  otaer  city  in  this 
Commonwealth  or  any  large  crty  in  the  country.  I 
have  carefuly  examiued  the  system  of  high 
school?  in  New  Yorlr,  Philadelphia,  Chicago,  St. 
Louis,  Baltitnors  and  San  Francisco.  No*  York 
has  one  high  school  or  college  for  bov.- and  one 
normal  School  or  college  tor  git  Is.  Philadelphia 
and  Chicago  have  each  a  high  school  without 
branches,  and  two  ot  the  other  large  cities  have 
each  a  central  higb  ticbool  wrth  not  more  than 
two  branches  in  eitner  case.  Boston  has  already 
nit,e  high  schools  today,  each  school  being  sepa- 
rate and  independent  from  any  other,      we  are 


now  asked  to  provide  one  for  East  Bostc'n.  South 
Boston  « ill  surely  follow,  but  not  with  so  strong  a 
claim.  I  am  certainly  willing  to  concede,  Mr. 
Chairman,  that  if  it  is  to  be  tbr.  settled 
policy  ot  the  city  to  continue  all  her  present 
high  schools  at;  separate  schools,  and  oot  as 
branches  of  two  central  high  schools,  one  for 
toys  and  one  for  guls,  then  the  claim  of  East  Bos- 
ton is  a  reasonable  one,  and  should  be  granted. 
But  let  me  here  ask  what  was  tne  apparent  policy 
of  the  city  before  annexation  and  shortly  after 
the  first  terrrtoty  was  annexed?  The  City  Council 
purchased  land  on  Newton  stree-,at  the  South 
End,  aid  erected  thereou  a  magnifice'nt  structure 
for  the  high-scnool  education  of  girls.  The  build- 
ing was  cedicatea  Aprrl  19,  1871— less  than  four 
and  a  naif  years  ago.  Its  original  cost  v  as  up- 
wards of  #310,UOO,  ar  d  not  a  little  money  has  since 
been  expended  upon  it.  It  is  ii  comparably  the 
finest  school  edifies  forpublicand  free-high  school 
educatio.  that  srancs  upon  the  continent  or  even 
in  the  world.  Some  of  the  members  of  this  Board 
may  be  unaware  of  the  magnificence  of  the  city 
as  displayed  in  this,  uer  clowning  glory,  io  our 
educational  system,  and  I  append  a  buef  descrip- 
tion :  It  has  three  stories,  besides  attic  and  base- 
meni,  and  contains  srxty-six  rooms,  including 
eleven  class  rooms,  eight,  of  which  have  -eats, 
or  capacity,  for  ons  hundied  scholars  each 
and  three  for  seventy-five  eacn.  Ic  is  provided 
with  the  tin -st  chemical  labora  oryin  thecouitry, 
not  even  excepting  the  one  at  Harvard  College, 
also  a  botanical  laboratory,  "■  physical  laboratory, 
and  looms  especially  fitted  up  at  great  expense 
tor  tbe  study  of  musicpnofography  and  drawing. 
It  has  a  library,  a  mioeralogical  cabiner,  aud  a 
room  for  physical  culture.  Irs  hall,  spacious  and 
grand  ii  its  proportions,  contains  various  casts 
and  a  frieze  of  the  Parthenon  encircling  tn",  room. 
A  large  cupola  surmounts  the  building,  and  it  is  to 
befitted  up  as  an  observatory.  This,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, is  what  Boston  furi  ished  four  years  ago,  in- 
tending it  to  be  for  the  use  of  the  whole  city. 
Tire  re  are  about  600  pupils  in  the  school,  though 
its  capacity  rs  more  tcan  double  this  numbe  .  The 
giils  now  attending  roclude  ail  of  those  fiom  the 
old  city  proper,  East  Boston  and  South  Boston, 
and  some  from  other  sectiors,  whose  pare uts  are 
aware  of  the  superior  advantages  ot  the  institu- 
tion. The  accomplished  principal,  Dr.  Samuel 
Elrot,  was  for  some  lime  president  of  Trinity  Col- 
lege, and  this  crty  may  well  be  congra.ulated  upon 
its  choice  as  the  head  of  this  magnificent  institution. 
What  has  been  the  policy  of  the  City  Council  in  re- 
gard to  high-school  education  tor  boys?  On  the 
ever-memorable  9th  of  November,  1872  (wnen  at 
night,  eighty  millions  of  property  were  swept 
from  our  tax-book),  the  city  bought  as  a  site  tor  a 
high  and  Latin  school  for  boys,  nearly  100,000  teet 
of  land,  bounded  by  Warren  avenue,  Dartmouth 
and  Montgomery  streets,  paying  therefor  $280,000, 
intending  to  erect  thereon  a  companion  structure 
to  the  Newton-street  building.  During  the  long 
discussion  that  so  large  a  purchase  naturally 
evoked  in  the  City  Council  nothing  was  ever  said 
ol  the  inexpediency  of  providing,  as  was  intended, 
a  large  central  high  school  accessible  from  all  sec- 
tions. On  the  contrary, the  order  as  finally  passed 
was  offered  by  a  member  of  the  Common  Council 
from  the  Island  Ward,  and  all  his  associates  from 
Ward  1  supported  him— the  vote  in  the  Council 
being  45  in  favor  to  8  against,  'he  order  tor 
this  i  urchase  provokeo  much  discussion  in 
the  .-Joard  of  Alderman,  but  was  finally 
passed  by  a  vote  of  8  to  4.  the"  Alderman 
from  the  island  Ward  voting  in  its  favor.  At  no 
time  during  the  discussion  in  either  branch  was 
it  claimed  that  mam  high  schools  should  be  pro- 
vide :  instead  ot  teb  central  schools,  the  opposi- 
tion lining  coufiaen  to  the  location  of  tbe  land  and 
the  price  to  be  paid.  Last  vear  the  Commits  e  on 
Public  Buildings,  with  the  authority  of  the  City 
Council,  off' red  prize-  for  the  four  best  plans  for 
a  large  building  forth-  high  and  Latin  schools 
for  boys,  and  toe  successinl  ones  now  hang  in 
the  office  of  tht-  City  Architect.  The  Committee 
on  Public  Instruciron  ficve  been  repeatedly  re- 
quested by  the  School  Committee  to  a.ik  for  an 
appi'  pnation  for  the  comnencenDent  of  the  struc- 
ture, but  uotil  the  settled  policy  of  the  city  is 
known  aid  determined  in  regard  to  the  principle 
involved  in  tbevety  order  now  before  us,  that 
committe  •  hr.ve  deemed  it  inexpedient  to  make 
any  request.  The  nigh  and  Latin  schools  are  now 
occupying  builcings  upon  very  valuable  land  in 
the  business  c-utre  of  the  city,  but  the  accommo- 
dations are  very  poor  and  entirely  unfitted  to  the 
wants    of   the   times.     The   property  now  occu- 
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pied  by  the  boys  comprises  the  following:  The 
building  upon  Bedford  street,  the  Bowditch 
Schoolhouse  on  South  street,  the  old  Girls'  High 
School  building  oq  Mason  street,  and  the  primary 
schoolhouse  on  Harriot  avenue,  oetween  Beach 
and  Essex  streets.  This  is  all  most  valuable  prop- 
erty, and  will  more  than  pay  for  such  a  struciure 
as  the  city  should  ersct  to  aaequately  provide  a 
bigb-scbool  education  for  boys.  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
have  thus  shown  tr<hat  has  been  the  policy  of  the 
City  Council  during  the  past  four  years  in  endeav- 
oring togivr  the  boys  ani  girls  of  Boston  a  bigh- 
school  education  little  below  the  standard  of  some 
American  co  leges —an  outlay  of  S600,000  already 
during the  p'ist  five  yea  s,  a  d  receate.l  requests 
from  the  School  Committee  dum  g  the  last  year, 
for  $400,000  nru.re  to  etect  the  Boys'  High 
School  building.  This  I  assert  has  b.  en  i..  .ccord- 
ance  with  all  tVe  requests  from  the  School  Board 
to  the  City  Council  curing  tie  past  five  yea- shear- 
ing uoou  tee  maltsr  of  hub-school  euueatioo. 
And  no*,  foi sooth, just  uuon  the  eve  ot  official  t'lis- 
solution,  They  ki  ock  at  our  dooi  and  bee  u '  t  .  tit 
up  two  old  dingy  rooms  in  the.oid  Lyman  School- 
house  at  East  Bof ton  for  a  commencement  of  an 
independent  high  school  lor  100  boys  ana  girls  of 
East  Bostor.  No,  Mr.  Chairman,  let  us  stop 
wbete  e  are,  and  give  to  East  Boston,  in  the  ;ot 
distant  future,  what  a  calm,  dispassionate  coiioid- 
eratiou  of  the  whole  question  of  hign-sehool  edu- 
cation, in  all  its  bearings,  will  seen  to  dictate. 
Let  hvr  have  all  tbe  rdvantages  that  Dorchester, 
West  Lloxbury,  Brighton  and  every  other  section 
of  the  city  should  have;  but  let  the  Citv  Council 
or  the  incoming  Sceool  B^aid  first  determine 
whether  it  would  not  be  ltumeasur  ibly  better  to 
mate  all  the  h'gl  school's  in  the  outlying  districts 
economical,  vet  efficient,  branches  of  tbe  two 
gieat  certral  schoo's.  I  claim,  Mr.  Chairman, 
that  these  independent  high  schools  in  various 
sections  ot  c'ie  citv  must  necessarily  bu  inefficient , 
andfarbelo  »  the  standard  of  other  cities.  So  many 
school*  will  surelylowerth-.  standard  of  bothgiam- 
mar  and  high  scbools.  This  is  alreadv  proven  to- 
day. These  comparatively  ooor  district  high  schools 
necessarily  unprovide  i  with  the  magnificent  ap- 
pointments of  a  large  central  high  school,  are  in 
reality  even  moie  expet  sive,  too.  Look  at  Dor- 
chester today.  The  expense  per  pupil  in  1874  at 
tbe  Dorchester  High  School  was  §145.92,  while  at 
the  Girls'  High  School  in  Newtor>  street,  superior 
in  every  lespect,  the  expense  perpupil  was  $104.70. 
The  headmaster  of  the  Dorchester  scnool,  with 
his  120  pupils,  receives  tne  same  salary— $4000— as 
the  head  masers  of  the  Newton-street  High 
School  and  the  English  High  School,  with  600  pu- 
pils each.  The  high  school  is  rhe  nursery  for 
teachers;  if  poor,  trie  teachers  must  be  pooi,  and 
vice  versa.  The  justification  of  giving  high-school 
in? auction  at  the  public  expense  is  to  be  found 
only  in  its  absolute  excellence.  Deeply  interest- 
ing" and  important  questions  are  iuvolved  in  this 
subject,  Mr.  Chairman,  which  must  somer  or 
later  be  met  aod  answered.  Let  us  not  d  cide 
them  haphazard  today, whatever  may  be  the  press- 
ure brought  to  bear.  Among  these  questions 
is  the  question  of  the  co-eclucatiou  of  the 
sexe*.  Experienced  educators  <n.d  medieal 
men  of  great  ability  are  arguing  today 
that  girls  at  the  high-school  age  need  special 
physical  coi  sideration  which  they  cannot  have  if 
in  the  same  classes  with  boys.  This  is  worthy  at 
least  of  a  passing  thougot  even  from  us.  If  it  is 
shown  that  it  is  a  bard;hip  for  East  Boston  girls 
to  come  so  far  every  day  as  Newton  street,  this  is 
not  necessarily  an  argument  lor  a  separate  high 
school  for  both  sexes.  A  large  majority  of  boys 
finish  their  study  at  the  grammar  school  and  go 
to  work  at  the  bench  or  behind  the  counter.  If 
they  live  in  the  outlying  divtricti  they  usually 
stait  early  to  thrir  work,  return  late  and  consider 
it  no  great  hardship.  At  the  enormous  expense 
of  $129.72  (1874)  a  year  to  eveiyjpupil  if  he  enters 
evenonr  E- ghsh  High  School,  shall  this  expense 
be  increased  fifty  per  cent,  by  providing  him  a 
necessarily  inferior  school  at  home?  It  the  girls 
should  be  proviaed  for  rearer  home— and.  I  do 
not  den*  tt»at  they  should— let  it  be  in  a  branch  of 
our  central  high  school  »ith  an  occasional  visit  ta 
the  central  schoo1  that  they  may  have  a  landab'e 
pride  in  it  and  pursue  tho  e  branches  of  a  high- 
school  education  there  for  which  most  su- 
perior facilities  are  afforded.  Let,  for  in- 
stance, chemistry,  botany,  drawing  and  pbo- 
togi^ipby  be  attended  to  once  a  week  or  more, 
at  a  seasonable  hour,  at  .Newton  street,  the  first 
and  possibly  tbe  second  year  of  tne  high-school 
course, and  let  the  pupils  pursue  all  the  studies 


of  the  graduating  year  at  the  central  school. 
Again,  Mr.  Caairman,  let  the  following  question 
he  seriously  considered:  Rather  than  support 
a  dozen  inf-rioi  cistiict  bi^h  schools  (lor  tney 
surely  will  be  interior),  shall  we  not  jais's  the 
grade  of  our  grammar  ^ch^ols,  an.i  have  it  em- 
brace the  first  year's  studies  of  the  present  high- 
scliool  coursft?  I  believe  I  speak  the  settled  con- 
viction of  oiauy  of  the  mo.  t  intelligent  mines  in 
the  commt.nity,  Hhen  I  assert  that  the  staudard 
of  seuoiarsblp  of  the  graduates  or  the  grammar 
schools  of  Boston  t  >ds.y  i.i  far  below  what  it  was 
ten  or  even  twenty  years  ago.  The  essen- 
tial practical  studies  ne^  e:sary  for  a  good 
English  education  ate  being  sacrificed  to 
those  win  b  are  almost  entirely  ornamental. 
Look  at  the  result,  Mr.  Chairman,  of  the  exam- 
ination of  about  340  candidates  for  Udroissioi.  to 
tbe  Engish  High  S.hool,  when  the  grammar 
schools  closed  in  June  last.  They  had  just  re- 
ceived almost  without  exception  diplomas  stating 
that  they  had  passed  a  satisfactory  exauriuatioo 
in  the  gi a <£ mar-school  studies.  Each  diploma  was 
signed  by  the  Mayot  of  the  city,  the  Chairman  ot 
the  District  Committee  and  the  master  of  the 
grammar  school.  The  examination  lor  admission; 
was  upon  printed  questions  m  grammar,  history, 
geography  and  arithmetic.  The  questions  were 
prepareo  bv  a  committee  of  the  Sctiool  Board  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpose;  Sfty  pei  cent,  only  of 
coaect  answeis  was  required  for  acmissioti  with- 
out conditions.  VVhatwasthe  result,  Mr,  Chair- 
man? Why,  ."imply  this:  Only  about  one-third 
of  the  gi  am  mar-school  diploma  scholars  could  re- 
ceive admission  without  conditions,  and  I 
further  assert,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  stand- 
ard of  the  oxalic  a  tio  j  was  very  far  below  tbe 
exam  nation  questions  for  admissiou  to  ihe  high 
schools  of  New  York,  Philadelphia  or  Chi- 
cago, or  even  the  examination  required  here 
in  Bosto  i  for  admission  to  our  high  schools  ten 
or  even  twei  ty  years  ago.  The  more  district  high 
schools  we  establish,  the  mote  we  rsduce  the 
standard  of  excellence  of  th"  high  schools  them- 
selves and  the  grammar  scbools  which  feed  them. 
The  i  suit  will  b-1  that  the  hi^h  schools  will  soon 
lank  but  little  higher  cbaii'  what  our  grammar 
schools  should  rank  today.  One  more  point.  If 
we  give  East  Boston  and'then  South  Boston  inde- 
pendent high  schools  today,  how  long  wilt  it  be 
•before  w?  are  asked  to  provide  all  outlying  sec- 
tions with  independent  Latin,  normal  and  evening 
high  schools?  The  Latin  School  today  admits 
boys  at  the  age  of  niue  years;  it  takes  eight  years 
to  fit  them  for  college.  T.iere  are  in  the 
schoo]  today  145  boys  from  South  Boston,  Dor- 
chester, Roxbury,  West  Roxbury,  Bughton, 
Charlestown  and  East  Boston.  If  tbe  boys  of 
East  Boston  at  the  age  of  fourteen  cannot  come 
to  the  city  to  a  central  high  school,  how  much 
longer  should  we  compel  the  boys  of  all  these  out- 
lying districts  to  come  to  the  Latin  School  in  the 
central  portion  of  the  city  at  an  age  five  yoars 
youngei?  Is  not  this  a  reasonable  question? 
What  does  it  cost  to  support  one  Latin  School 
For  the  year  ending  Jure  1, 1874  (tbe  last  year  I 
am  able  to  get  detailed  reports),  it  cost  the  tax- 
payers of  this  city  $240  for  each  and  every  pu- 
pil there.  This  year  the  expenses  are  somewhat 
reduced  by  an  increase  in  numbers  and  change  of 
grade  of  teachers  and  the  course  of  study.  But  it 
is  still  enormous.  Shall  we  provide  Latin  schools 
lor  all  these  sections,  aod  then  naimal  schools 
and  then  evening  high  schools?  Shall  we  not 
soon  otter  this  give  them  separate  and  distinct 
public  bbiaries,  rather  than  simply  branches,  as 
now  ?  I  ask  these  questions  seriously,  Mr  .Chairman, 
and  urge  tbe  Board,  before  they  coucur  with  the 
order  which  the  Common  Council  send:  u^,  to 
count  the  cost  of  our  public  schools  at  the  present 
time,  compared  with  the  cost  ten  and  twenty  vears 
ago.  If  they  have  increased  in  real  efficieucy  and 
scholarship  in  the  same  pro  or  ti on  as  they  have 
increased  in  ezpense,  we  ought  not  perhaps  to 
complain.  But  these  figures  ire  somewhat  s-art 
ling: 

Total 
No.  ot  scholars.       Salaries.  expenditures. 

1854-55 23,739  $229,269.14  $389,879.18 

1864-65 27,095  380,833.06  643,744.68 

1874-75 46,464  1,249,498.93  2,081,043.35 

These  figures  show  that  though  the  number  of 
scholars  has  increased  only  100  per  ceut.  m  twenty 
years,  the  sa  aries  have  been  increased  445  per 
cent,  ana  the  total  expenditures  435  per  cent. 
Comparing  again  the  year  1874-75  with  1864-65  (at 
the  close  of  the  war,  when  prices  of  living  were 
much  higher  than  today),  we  find  that  the  number 
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of  s  holars  Uas  increased  only  71  per  cent.,  while 
the  salaries  have  inc: eased  228  per  ceat. 
and  total  .  expenditures  223  pet  cent.  I 
speak  considerately,  Mr.  Chairman,  when  1  say 
that  Boston  is  today  expending  fifty  to  seventy- 
flvapii  cenr.  more  t  >i  "her  public  schools  than 
other  large  cities  of  the  country,  ana  is  showing 
no  commensurate  results.  I  will  not  trespass 
longer   upon    the    patience    of   tne  Board.    As  a 

§raauate  of  the  English  High  Sctao  >1  myself,  uu- 
er  that  n  ost  <  itiinable  maD,  Thomas  Sberwin,  I 
cannot  help  feeling  a  deep  i:  terest  in  tlie  matter, 
and  have  t.o  other  desire  than  this,  that  before  we 
take  any  further  radical  steps,  oar  whole  system 
of  high-. c Hoot  education  may  receive  a  most  thor- 
ough, thoughttul  and  unbiassed  consideration, 
so  that  E*3t  Boston  and  all  other  sections  of  the 
city  may  be  wisely  provided  for.  If  the  oroer 
passes  as  it  come*  to  u*  from  the  Common  Coun- 
cil, no  proj  er  high-school  accommodations  de- 
serving of  toe  name  can  be  furnished  ar  the  pres- 
ent time. 

Alderman  O'Briec — I  do  not  believe  i  j  postpon- 
ing the  establishment  of  a  high  school  at  East 
Boston  for  perhaps  one  or  more  years,  in  oidei  to 
enable  ihe  new  Board  of  Education  to  consider 
and  report  upon  it.  Thirty  thousand  inhabitants 
o"  East  Borton  ask  us  to  place  them  on  an  equality 
with  other  sections  of  the  city,  ana  for  m,}  part  I 
believe  that  it  is  the  duty  of  this  Boa^d  to  oeeide 
tbe  question  now,  to  take  tbe  responsibility,  instead 
of  j.  lacing  it  on  other  shoulders,  aijd  to'  say  that 
these  thirty  thousand  lohaoitauts  shall  nave  the 
same  pi lvileges  of  educating  their  childieu  ttat 
are  no?/  enjoyed  by  other  more  favored  sections 
of  the  city.  How  doe*  this  matter  stand  at  the 
prsseDt  time?  The  Bunker  Hill  District,  the 
Brighton  District,  the  West  Roxbury  District,  Old 
Roxbury  and  Dorchester,  each  have  then  distinct 
and  separate  high  schools,  and  these  districts  in- 
clude a  population  of  aoout  one  hundred  thou- 
sand inhabitants.  East  Boston  and  South  Boston, 
isolated  sections  of  the  city,  with  a  population  of 
upwards  of  niietv  thousaod,  and  i  ?■  creasing  rap- 
idly, have  n ■>  Pnch  hinh-school  advantages,  and 
the  children  of  East  and  South  Bostou  are  com- 
pelled to  traved  from  three  t..  five  miles  every 
day  before  they  can  enjoy  the  benefit  of  a  high- 
school  education.  Is  this  right  or  just?  East 
Boston  has  low  a  larger  population  than  mar.y  of 
our  New  Euglancl  cities.  South  Boston  has  a 
laiger  population  than  any  New  England  city, 
with  but  one  exception,  and  why  should  the  chil- 
dren of  these  districts  be  compelled  to  travel  so 
long  a  distance  to  obtain  the  advantage  of  a  high- 
school  education?  Is  there  any  good  reason  why 
such  a  school  should  not  be  placed  in  their  midst, 
within  easy  teach  of  all  who  desire  to  atteod  it? 
Will  the  Alderman  from  the  Bunker  Hill  District, 
whose  children  now  enjoy  toe  benefits  of  such  a 
school  in  that  section,  vote  against  the  establish- 
ment of  a  similar  school  inlEast  Boston  ?  By  do- 
ing so  he  virtually  admits  that  the  Charlestown 
High  School  musi  be  given  up.  Will  the  Alder- 
man from  Ward  15  vote  against  tbe  establishment 
of  a  high  school  at  East  Boston  when  the  children 
of  hn  own  favored  section  enjoy  the  benefits  of 
both  a  nigh  and  Latin  school,  when  he  knows, 
after  being  so  long  a  resident  of  that  district,  that 
the  high  school  of  Roxbury  is  the  equal  of  Ihe 
high  school  of  Boston,  aud  that  the  Latin  school 
of  Roxbury  is  by  some  considered  the  suoerior 
of  tne  Latin  school  of  Boston?  If  he  does,  he  in- 
directly strikes  a  bio*  at  these  schools  that  have 
accomplished  so  much  for  his  district.  "Will  ibe 
Alderman  from  Ward  16  and  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  17  be  willing  to  give  up  the  high  schools  of 
West  Roxbury  and  Dorchester?  because,  if  you 
are  not,  you  must,  to  be  consistent,  givs  to  East 
Boston  a  high  school,  for  with  more  inhabitants 
than  both  these  sections  combined,  East  Boston 
asks  for  one,  while  your  children  enj  oy  toe  benefits 
of  two.  Wdl  these  gentlemen  vote  for  the  report  of 
tbe  Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  denying 
equal  rights  to  East  Boston,  when  that  report 
strikes  a  blow  at  these  district  schools,  and  would 
obliterate  them  if  it  could,  in  the  following  lan- 
guage? 

"It  can  hardly  be  expected  thit  the  citv  will  es- 
tablish a  large  number  of  independent  high 
schools  in  the  outlying  districts,  and  make  them 
as  complete  in  all  respects  as  the  nigh  schools  al- 
ready established,  oi  proposed,  in  the  city  proper. 
To  multiply  the  number  is  almost  necessarily 
to  reduce  the  standard."  I  deny,  Mr.  Caair- 
aoan,  that  these  district  high  schools  are 
inferior  to  the  Boston  High  School  or  are 
likely  to  become  so.    Thi3  view  is  essentially  the 


view  of  the  School  Committee.  While  tbe  Boston 
High  School  has  been  wrangling  and  quarrelling 
about  head  masters,  admitting  scholars  from  the 
second  and  third  classes  of  the  grammar  schools 
in,  order  to  show  how  many  scholars  are  piessing 
for  high-school  education  in  Boston  pioper.  the 
high  schools  of  the  subuibs  have  oeen  making 
stee/y  and  intelligent  progress.  ThQ  School  Com- 
mittee in  fact  ac  vise  parents  to  send  their  chil- 
dren to  ihe  local  High  schools  in  preference  to  the 
school  in  Bostoo.  I  think  it  would  be  well  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  Board  to  what  the  School 
Coci! Titles    say    ab"iit    these    district     schools: 

"The  committee  believe  ihat  the  Do  Chester 
High  School  is  ijuite  equal  to  any  of  the  otb&r 
high  schools.  That  so  far  as  results  have  eeen  or 
can  be  measured,  it  compares  favorably  v»ith 
those  of  oth«r  similar  institutions." 

"Ihe  West  Rozbuiy  High  School  has  maintain- 
ed during  the  past  year  its  usual  high  rank 
in  all  of  it*  departments.  This  scnool  is 
situated  in  the  centre  of  a  rapidly  in- 
creasing population,  a  od  bids  fair  to  rank  favor- 
ably with  those  in  other  parts  of  the  city  at  no 
distant  day." 

"The  Ch-rlestOTsm  High  School  h;,s  during  ihe 
year  sustained  its  excellent  reputation  ot  former 
ye.ars,  and  bids  fair,  in  the  "future,  to  take  and 
maintaiu  a  prominent,  position  among  the  schools 
ot  the  oa.se  grade  in  ihe  newly  exre'jded  city  or 
Boston." 

"In  tbe  Brigoton  High  School  the  number  of 
branches  taught  has  not  been  so  laige  as  in  some 
oth-r  high  3'iho  -Is,  but  as  many  have  been  pur- 
sued as  was  practicable.  *  *  *  In  this  school 
have  oeen  fitted  many  scholars  who  have  gradu- 
ated with  honors  from  the  various  New  England 
colleges,  and  woo  are  now  engaged  iuthe  piactice 
of  the  learned  piofessioas." 

"The  RoxouryHigh  School  has  maintained  its 
former  creditable  condition,  and  it  is  believed 
has  never  been  more  successful  in  meeting  the 
expectations  of  its  most  sanguine  frierds  at  the 
Highlands." 

It  is  a  pi'y,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the 
School  Committee  could  not  have  made  their 
work  complete,  and  referred  to  high  schools 
at  East  and  South  Boston,  where  r  early 
one-third  of  our  inhabitants  reside.  All  hon- 
or, however,  to  that  committee.  In  the  last 
yeai  of  their  existem  e  as  a  board  thev  were  will- 
ing to  do  justice  to  East  Bostoo  at  least,  and  have 
voted  to  establisn  a  high  school  there.  The  com- 
mittee that  considered  the  subject  and  the  late 
superintendent  of  our  public  schools  also  gave 
utterance  to  the  following  just  and  sensible  re- 
marks, wnich  aie  in  striking  contrast  with  tbe 
ic  justice  of  ihe  report  of  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic instruction,  in  f  ^vor  of  depriving  these  sec- 
tions of  hign  schools : 

"Annexation  seems  to  have  determined  the 
course  of  the  future  development  of  our  high- 
school  system.  It  is  pretty  evident  that  the  ex- 
isting schools  in  the  outlying  districts  will  not  be 
abolished,  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  similar  ones 
will,  at  no  distant  day,  he  established  at  East  Bos- 
ton and  South  Boston.  Your  committee  feel  that 
that  dav  should  be  no  longer  a  distant  one,  but 
should  be  actually  ezisting,  by"  the  establishment 
of  a  high  school  for  boys  and  girls  at  East  Boston 
at  the  time  indicaced  by  the  public  opinion  of  its 
inhabitants." 

Is  it  oecause  the  inhabitants  of  East  and  South 
Boston  are  compaiativelv  poor  that  they  aie  to  be 
overlooked  m  this  matter  by  tne  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction?  If  they  are  poor  it  is  a 
good  reason  why  a  hign  school  should  be 
placed  within  easy  reach  of  their  children — 
why  th  y  should  not  be  t  xed  with  horse- 
car  fares  and  other  expenses  that  would  fol- 
low if  their  children  are  compelled  to  travel 
thi  ee  to  five  miles  every  day  to  reach  a  uchool  in 
the  city  proper.  I  have  noticed  all  through  life 
that  parents  who  are  comparatively  poor  have  the 
most  intense  desire  to  give  their  children  an  edu- 
cation. To  accomplish  thispuvpose  is  their  grear- 
est  ambition.  This  is  one  reason  why  wo  have  so 
manym-n  of  di-diuctiou  in  the  country  whose 
start  in  life  was  from  very  small  begio' ings.  It 
is  quite  evident  that,  the  greater  the  distance  chil- 
dren have  to  travel  to  school  the  more  you  limit 
the  numoer  of  child  ten  in  such  schools.  This 
fact  should  be  an  important  consideration  in  the 
location  of  our  schoolhoutes,  but  is  completely 
ignored  by  the  report  of  tne  Committee  on  Public 
Instruction.  Of  nine  echoiars  who  graduated  at 
the  Prescott  Grammar  School  at  East  Boston  last 
year,  and  who   weie   admitted   into  the  Boston 
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High  School,  but  one  now  remains,  on  account  of 
the  inconvenience  and  the  expense  ot  attending 
that  school.  In  Prussia,  where  school  laws  are  so 
stricc,  and  where  all  children  are  compelled  to  at- 
tend scbool,  the  distance  of  the  scnoolhome  is 
not  overlooked,  for  while  the  attendance  ot  the 
scholar  is  compulsory,  the  laws  also  provide  that 
toe  schooihouse  snail  be  located  witnin  easy 
walki  g  distance  of  tbe  scholars  L  tthe  Aldermen 
bring  this  matter  home  c  itbemselve  .Suppose  they 
reside  from  three  to  five  miles  from  the  proposed 
higa  schools  ir  tbe  city  prope  and  their  children 
have  to  spe  id  from  two  to  mree  hours  uver?  day 
in  the  streets  to  reach  the 'D,  is  not  this  a  serious 
objection?  Five  bouts  in  the  school  and  two  or 
three  hours  in  tbe  streets  or  in  borse  cars,  what 
kind  of  an  enucation  is  that  to  give  our  cbildien? 
The  Committee  on  the  Dorchester  rligb  School 
raise  the  right  view  of  tbe  dangers  of  sucl-  a  sys- 
tem when  thev  say  that  "Pupils  from  that  ward, 
taking  the  steam  cars,  must  walk  f.om  thiee- 
quarters  o>"  a  mile  to  a  mile  sod  a  ha'.f  after  they 
reach  the  stations,  in  the  city  pioper,  01  accoui- 
pluti  a  part  of  tie  journey  by  noire"  cars.  Those 
who  use  the  Washi.igton-streetcais  must  travel  in 
them  from  four  to  twelve  miles  a  day.  Nor,  to 
mention  the  expe  se  of  toese  journeys,  th>y  re- 
quire from  one  to  ihree  hours  daily  of  tbe  schol- 
ar's time.  *  *'*  But  those  who  have  given  this 
subject  th  >  mo:r  attention  agree  in  legarriing 
th<-se  journeys  as  in  some  degree  perilous  to  the 
scholars,  especially  to  tbe  girls.  It  is  no  neces- 
sary to  mention  the  .cos&iblb  temptatioas  which 
this  travel  of  trim  one  10  three  boms  a  day,  to  ■ 
three  or  four  years,  may  suggest;  but  ir  is  well 
for  pa'ents  to  cashier  tbem." 

These  remarks  apply  with  equal  force  to  East 
Bosioa  aoc  the  pupils  from  that  ward.  It  is  sur- 
prising, however,  that  the  Commiitee  on  Public 
Instruction  overlooked  this  matter,  andcouldonly 
see  d.iger  to  the  health  and  morals  of  our  chil- 
dren ia  mixed  schoo!s,  where  they  were  under 
proper  restraints,  and  no  dangei  when  they  were 
seveial  hours  in  the  streets  f  iee  fiom  all  restraint. 
I  retet  to  the  remark  in  tbe  |rep»rt  now  before  us 
tbat  tuere  is  "serio  ;s  objections  to  having  mixed 
schools  in  large  cities."  I  cieny,  Mi.  Chairrran, 
the  inference  to  be  crawn  from  this  remark. 
Mixed  schools  dangerous  to  the  health  or  morals 
of  our  children  !  On  the  contrary,  mixed  scuools 
place  children  on  their  good  behavior.  They  will 
make  our  boys  more  mannerly  and  manly  in  their 
bearing,  and  our  girls  more  modest  and  reserved 
in  their  deportment.  To  take  any  other  view  of 
the  matter  would  be  a  libel  on  our  children.  1  do 
not  believe,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  one  grand  central 
high  school,  requiring  a  a  expenditure  of  six  or 
seven  hundrea  thousands  of  dollars,  in  Boston 
proper,  compelling  many  of  the  children  who  at- 
tend this  school  to  travel  from  three  to  five  miles 
before  rhey  can  reach  it.  In  less  tban  twenty-five 
years  such  a  school  will  be  surrounded  by  stores 
and  warehouses,  and  entirely  out  of  place,  no 
mattei  where  you  locate  it,  just  as  tne  old  Bedford- 
street  schooihouse  is  out  of  place  today  and  has 
been  tor  3  ears.  Stores  are  even  now  in  tne  vicin- 
ity of  the  Newton-street  High  School,  and 
the  proposed  high  school  on  Wanen  ave- 
nue, and  in  a  few  years  these  schools 
will  be  surrounded  bv  stores.  How  much 
pleas  inter  it  is  to  turn  to  the  future  of 
our  high  schools  in  the  suburbs.  In  tbe  course  of 
years  1  predict  a  great  superiority  tor  thes9  dis- 
trict high  schools,  located  as  they  are  on  elevated 
land,  wheie  the  children  can  breathe  fresh  ait  and 
grow  up  in  robust  health,  inseao.  of  senaing  thesi 
to  schools  on  made  land  with  imperfect  drainage. 
I  consider  it  a  serious  matter,  in  the  location  of 
thes->  schools,  to  compel  our  children  in  the  su- 
burbs to  attend  then,  where  the  drainage  is  so 
imperfect  that  we  have  been  compelled  to  ap- 
point a  commission  of  the  best  engineering  talent 
in  the  country  to  study  the  subject ;  saow  us  tne 
way  to  remedv  evils  that  now  exist,  and  it  is 
doubtful  how  soon  tais  nui"?nce  will  be  abated. 
It  has  been  reniarkec  that  if  we  establish  this 
high  school  at  East  Boston,  next  yea  r  >*e  will  be 
asked  for  $100,000  for  a  new  builoii  g.  "What  it  we 
are  asked  for  $100,000,  will  any  Alderman  say 
that  this  money,  nroperly  expended  for  educa- 
tional purposes,  is  mon^y  thrown  away?  Such 
economy  as  that  is  false  eco.-.omy.  We  expend 
eight  01  nit  e  millio  s  eveiy  year  in  taking  care  of 
the  poor  and  the  sick,  ic  building  jails  and  bouses 
of  correction,  filled  with  a  large  percentage  of 
psoole  wnose  education  nas  been  neglected;  foi 
roads  axiu  pridges  and  other  purposes,  and  will 
money  expended  for  the  education  of  our  children 


to  enable  them  to  bridge  over  this  life,  and  make 
tbsm  good  ana  intelligent  citizens,  be  money  ex- 
pended in  vain?  I  hope,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  by 
our  votes  we  will  complete  the  establishment  of  a 
high  school  at  East  Boston;  that  we  will  cot  shirk 
tbe  responsibility  and  place  it  on  other  shoulders; 
th-it  the  precsure  of  toe  citizens  fiom  East  Boston 
for  such  a  sch  >ol,  and  the  ordets  of  the  school 
committee  establishing  it  will  be  sustained.  I 
hops  also  that  a  similar  movement  will  soon  be 
made  for  South  Boston,  so  that  these  sections  oE 
the  city  will  be  placed  on  an  equality  with 
other  sections  tbat  now  enjoy  these  privileges. 
This  is  ao  hasty  measure,  brought  forward  pre- 
maturely aud  without  one  consideiation.  It  has 
been  indorse  1  and  rect/mmended  by  John  D. 
PhiJbrick,  superintendent  of  our  public  schools 
for  eighteen  yeais,  a  geotl-man  v?ho  has  devoted 
more  attention  to  high-school  education  than  any 
other  man  in  the  countiy,  having  been  connected 
with  bign  schools  as  a  teacher  before  be  became 
our  superintendent.  la  his  last  able  report  he 
says— 

''Thank1*  to  annexation,  we  now,  with  reason, 
congratulate  ourseWes  00  having  so  many  and  so 
good  high  schools.  But  complacency  in  view  of 
ou-  high-school  ?y?tem  is  allowable  oaly  by  com- 
parison with  th2  existing  Americao  standaid  of 
public  secoodaiy  instruction,  which  standard, 
with  respect  to  tbe  education  of  boys,  is  far  be- 
josv  that  of  some  foreign  countries.  In  Vienna, 
whose  population  exceeds  that  of  Philadelphia, 
but 's  eon -iderably  less  than  that  of  New  York, 
there  are  sixteen  pubbc  schools  tor  the  secondary 
education  of  boys.  In  respect  to  equipment,  m- 
clutlinji  apparatus  and  libraries,  they  are  vastly 
superior  to  the  first-class  American  high  schools. 
*  *  *  The  total  number  of  pupils  is  not  less 
tban  5500,  a  number  at  lea-t  equal  to  that  ot  tbe 
wbcle  number  ot  boys  receiving  secondary  educa- 
tion in  the  public  high  schools  of  the  fifteen 
largest  schools  in  America.  And  this  vast  city 
system  ot  secoodaiy  education  is  mainly  ot  recent 
creation." 

He  also  predicts  that  the  existing  high  schools 
in  the  outlyicg  districts  will  not  be  abolished,  but 
that  similar  ones  will  be  esrablisheu  at  East  and 
South  Boston.  It  has  been  indorsed  by  tna  School 
Committee,  at ter  long  and  careful  aeliberati">n;, 
it  has  been  emphatically  indoised  bythertceut 
action  of  our  Common  Council,  and'  I  hope  the 
BoarG  of  Aldermen  will  complete  the  work,  and 
givii  to  East  Boston  what  in  right  and  justice  her 
thirty  thousand  citizens  demaoo— a  high  school 
for  the  education  ot  her  children.  I  might  gi  on,- 
Mr.  Chaiiman,  and  reply  to  some  of  the  remarks 
of  the  Alderman  from  Ward  9  m  relation  to  the 
comparative  economy  of  central  and  district  high 
schools.  If  you  look  at  tbe  statistics  ot  the  cost 
of  education,  you  will  finn  that  it  is  as 
great  in  tbe  centra)  high  school  as  it  is  in  th6se 
district  high  schools.  A  teacher  can  only  teach  a 
certain  number  of  scholars  satisfactorily,  and  you 
cannot  increase  the  numbei  of  scholars  in  a  cen- 
tral bign  school  without  mcreasiog  the  number  of 
teachers,  and  the  general  expanse  al*o.  The  illus- 
tration of  the  Alderman  was  also  a  very  untair 
one.  The  Dorchester  school  has  perhaps  fewer 
pupils  than  any  other  of  the  district  high  schools;, 
bat  it  you  will  look  at  the  average  expense  attend- 
ing the  district  high  schools,  you  will  find  that  the 
average  percentage  is  but  very  slightly  over  that  of 
the  exreose  of  educating  the  600  girls  in  the  New- 
ton-street High  School.  In  relation  to  his  remarks 
about  toe  high  scbools  of  other  cities,  I  don't 
think  we  ought  to  consider  it  foi  one  moment. 
Boston  has  stcoo.  in  the  first  rank  as  an  education- 
al city,  and  I  believe  that  when  we  go  out  of  it  to 
examine  the  schools  of  other  cities  we  will  find 
there  is  nothh  g  scarcely  wozth  examining.  In  a 
visit  to  tbe  Newton-street  High  School!  today— 
and  I  agree  with  the  Alderman  that  it  is  a  very 
deir^ble  and  creditable  m  titutioa  for  the- 
city — I  was  struck  when  I  entered  —  and 
it  might  have  been  from  the  fact  that 
I  went  from  the  pure,  clear  air  —  with, 
the  bad  ventilation  of  the  building,  in 
the  lower  floois  more  particularly.  It  now  has 
some  600  scholars,  and  1  understood  the  head  mas- 
ter to  say  he  could  accommodate- 200  more  than 
there  are  there  now.  1  have  said  all  I  intended  to 
say  on  this  subject,  and  I  hope  the  order  furnish- 
ing accommodations  for  the  East  Boston  High 
School  -*ill  pass. 

Alderman  Prescott— One  or  two  remarks  that 
the  Alderman  from  Ward  14  has  made  gi\  e  a 
wrong  impression,  ceitainly,  udess  they  are  ex- 
plained or  contradicted.    He  quotes  fiom  Super- 
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iotendeut  Philbrick's  report  in  1874  in  regard  to 
tbt  sixteen  sepatate  and  independent  schools 
at  Vienna.  I  wonder  ne  did  u't  quote 
the  sentence  a  fen  lues  beyond,  where  he  close* 
witb,  "these schools  axe  not  supported  ar  the  pub- 
lic expense. "  They  aie  nor,  public  schools.  I 
know  tliat  New  Yi.rk,  Philadelphia  and  Chi- 
cago have  their  central  nigh  schools  or  col- 
leges; they  may  lave  sixteen  or  sixty  private 
high  scbools,  but  that  is  not  an  argument,  it  ap- 
pears to  me,  which  meets  this  case.  Then,  again, 
in  regard  to  the  nine  East  Boston  grammar  school 
boys  who,  th^  Aldeim.au  said,  we:;t  to  the  hiah 
school  and  left  in  two  years  from  that  time.  Does 
he  mean  to  say  taey  left  because  >t  was  too  tar 
for  tuetn  to  travel?  Has  he  investigate  1  that 
point?  Is  it  true  that  boys  ot  fourteen  vears  can- 
not come  across  the  ferrie^ani  <atre  the  cars  which 
run  every  thrte  or  tour  minutes  to  within  a  stone's 
throw  of  the  high-school  building?  Have  the 
boys  of  Boston  degeuerated  so  much?  One  olier 
point  in  j  egard  to  the  East  Boston  scholais  in  the 
high  school  after  enteriqg.  [  quote  from  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  of  the  School  Board  who 
recommended  this  senarats  md  independent 
school  for  Ea-t  Boston  :  " 

"It  wa»  found  upon  examination  of  those  who 
attend  the  ni°'h  school  from  the  centie  of  the 
city  thirty-four  per  cent,  graduated;  and  or  those 
who  attende i  it  fiom  East  Boston  thiriv-eight  per 
cent,  graduated." 

Does  that  show  that  wbeatli  y  enter  the  high 
school  tlie  distance  and  hardship.-*  are  so  great 
that  they  cannot  continue?  On  the  contrary,  it 
appears  that  they  do  remain;  and,  singularly 
enough,  we  fluo  the  committee  r'eportir  g  that  the 
percentage  of  East  Boston  pupils  who  graduate 
is  larger  than  that  of  the  pupils  who  Uve  within 
nerhatis  a  stone's  throw  of  the  Grls'  High  School 
buildrhg.  No  doubt  the  same  ratio  exists  in  re- 
gard to  the  English  High  School,  conclusively 
showing  that  the  pupils  of  East  Boston  have  more 
than  ths  average-  interest  in  obtaining  an  educa- 
tion of  a  high-ychool  character.  Now,  I  cio  rot 
desire  to  cu  any  injustice  to  the  c>mmitt'-e  who 
reported  it.  The  statement  is  to  doubt  true;  but 
rh-  claim  is  that  notwithstanding  a  larger  per  ceot. 
of  their  pupils  graduat-,  there  is  not  so  large 
a  per  cent,  of  their  pupils  entering  the  high  school 
as  there  would  be  if  t'sey  bad  a  high  school  at 
home.  Is&ythatin  justice  to  the ru,  and  I  do  not 
mean  to  deDy  the  fact  tiat  if  they  had  a  high 
school  at  home  they  would  send  a  laiger  propor- 
tion of  their  girls  to  it.  I  do  not  deny  that  some 
provision  should  be  made  for  tt-em,  fjiit  I  do  claim 
that  chi-  is  not  a  proper  time  to  con:  ider  so  im- 
portant a  matter  as  this,  or  certainly  not  to  take 
any  such  radical  step  as  this.  1  am  sorry  the  Al- 
derman from  Ward  14  appealed  to  the  Aldermen 
from  Dorchester,  West  Roxbury,  Roxbury  and  the 
outlying  districts  of  toeciy  of  Boston.  That  is  not 
the  wav  to  decide  so  important  a  question  as 
this.  We  are  here  not  to  represent  wards  and 
secfious,  but  the  entire  cny.  The  question 
is,  whether  the-  city  of  Boston  should  con- 
tinue these  schools  as  separate,  distinct  and 
independent  schools,  as  they  are  now?  I  havenot 
araued  in  favor  of  giving  them  up.  I  think  it 
would  be  quite  possible  to  continue  tbem  as 
branch  schools  at  a  very  much  less  expense  than 
thev  are  mil  at  present  by  not  havmg  a  heai  mas- 
ter.in  each  at  as  high  a  salary  as  is  paid  the  head 
master  of  our  large  central  schools;  and  there  are 
other  ways  in  which  the  expense  can  be  reduced. 
I  '  agree  with  the  Alderrnnu  that  if  this 
school  is  established  in  East  Boston  justice 
requires  that  South  Boston  should  have 
a  high  school.  If  that  is  to  be  the  settled  policy 
of  the  Government,  no  one  will  vote  more-  readily 
than  I  will  to  give  that  section  its  high  school. 
And' then  the  Alderman  says,  if  you  give  East 
Boston  a  hijh  school,  next  year  South  Boston  will 
have  its  high  school.  It  we  are  to  provide  South 
Boston  with  a  high  school,  we  may  1  e  called  upon 
to  piovide  the  North  and  West  enc's  with  one, 
for  these  sections  are  more  Distant  fiom  the 
high  schools  today  than  South  Boston.  The 
gentleman  has  quoted  from  the  last  repot t 
of  the  late  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools.  I 
think  that  it  the  outlying  tenitory  of  the  city  of 
Bostou,  as  it  is  now,  bad  not  been  provided  with 
high  schooln,  the  late  Superintendent  would  have 
been  the  last  to  recommend  the  establisbment  of 
separat0  and  oistinct  high  school?.  I  say  the 
question  has  nevei  been  so  fully  and  seriously 
considered  as  it  should  be.  We  have  takBii  in 
these  sections  with  their  high  schools,  and  we 
beive  allowed  them  to  go  on  separate  aol  distinct, 


no  t  v?o  of  them  alike,  oof  even  branches  of 
our  central  schools.  If  it  is  to  be  the  settled 
policy  of  rbe  city  to  sustain  nw  present  dis- 
trict high  schools  as  separate  and  independent 
institutions,  then,  certainly,  the  eity  of  Boston  has 
made  a  most  serious  mistake  in  the  past.  They 
have,  as  I  hav°  shown,  erected  the  mo  c  costly 
scbool  structure  of  its  kin  ,  perhaps,  in  the  coun- 
try, intended  for  the  high-scbool  education  of  all 
the  girls  in  the  citv  of  Boston.  Wi  .bin  less  than 
three  years  we  have  expended  more  than  a  quar- 
ter ot  a  million  dollars  for  a  site  for  a  high  school 
for  boys,  and  the  main  point  thatths  fommittee 
-  for  I  happened  to  be  one  of  then — had  in  view  in 
selecting  that  site  was  t  >  secure  one  that  was  ac- 
cessible to  all  portions  of  the  citv.  The  sice 
is  at  the  South  End,  just  off  from  Trejaont 
street,  handy  to  toe  cars  coming  from,  ths  North, 
West  and  South  ends,  Roxburv,  Dovei  street,  and 
to  t  ae  Boston  &  Providence  a:  d  Aiban>  railroads 
at  Dartmouth  street,  where  the  scholar?  trom 
BrookliLe  and  Jamaica  Plain,  should  they  be  an- 
nexed, could  land  witain  easy  walk  of  the  bidd- 
ing. That  «t as  the  view  ot 'the  committee,  who 
voted  unanimously  to  recommend  the  purchase  of 
that  site  by  the  city,  and  it  was  done;  and  tiad  it 
not  been  mat  on  the  1st  of  January,  1874,  Charles- 
town,  Brighton  and  West  Roxbury  were  annex- 
ed, and  tbe  School  Board  allowed  things  to 
go  on  as  ch<-  >  had  ru  ,  without  bring- 
in2  the  outlying  high  s  hods  uto  our  sys- 
tem, I  do  not  believe  vve  should  have  heard  of  this 
high  school  in  East  Boston  today.  If  we  want 
high  schools  deserving  of  tbe  name,  •  e  cannot 
have  then  in  these  -li-trict  schools.  The  boys' 
h'gh  school  is  fast  growing  to  be  what  the  high 
school  of  Nu'w  Yoik  is — that  is  a  boys'  college; 
arret  our  girls'  high  school  will  be  no  less  a  college 
for  gitls  than  Vassar  Collegp  is  no  v.  It  maybe 
well  to  establish  inexpensive  branch  high  schools 
m  the  omlyiug  ■  istricts  ot  the  city;  but  ihfy 
should  all  be  connected  with  the  central  school,  as 
our  braiiih  libiaries  a-t-  connected  with  the  cen- 
tral public  libtaiy. 

Alderman  O'Brien — One  word  in  relation  to  the 
public  schools  at  Vienna.  I  did  not  mean  to  mis- 
quote tbem,  or  have  the  Aldermrin  draw  an  un- 
fair inference  from  the  quotation.  Nearly  all  the 
public  schools  ot  Europe,  especially  those  of  a 
high  grade,  are  differeut  trom  ours  .  H<*re  educa- 
tion is  free,  there  it  is  not  free.  In  Vieoui  the 
schools  aie  public,  but  tbei  e  is  a  small  tax  to  sup- 
p  >rt  them,  and  vou  might  sav  the  same  of  almost 
all  the  nations  of  Europe.  There  is  a  difference 
in  the  mode  ot  levying  the  expense  of  con- 
ducting these  schools.  We  assess  it  upon 
al]  our  citizens,  and  all  onr  citizens  should 
have  equal  privileges.  In  relation  to  bav- 
ins high  schools  at  the  North  and  West  ends, 
which  the  Alderman  alluded  to,  just  look  at  that 
matter!  If  there  are  high  schools  in  EastBoston, 
Charles  town,  Brighton,  West  Roxbury,  Dorches- 
ter, and  South  Bo-ton,  circling  the  city,  with  a 
central  high  school  in  Boston  prope  ,  no  North 
End  child  will  go  to  tbe  central  school  when  he 
cum  travel  a  f-w  hundred  feet  and  go  to  one  in 
East  Boston.  Such  a  circle  would  place  all  the 
hiih  schools  with  n  easy  reach  of  all  our  children, 
and  that  is  o-e  of  the  great  reasons  why  we  ought 
to  adept  this  system.  The  Newton-street  school 
has  two  hundred  less  scholais  than  it  can  accom- 
modate, because  the  expenso  of  reaching  it  is  so 
great  that  parents  cannot  afford  it.  I  am  not  sur- 
prise I  thao  a  larger  percentage  of  the  children 
who  °-o  to  the  central  high  school  from  East  Bos- 
ton graduate,  than  there  is  ot  pupils  from  the  city 
proper.  And  why  shouldn't  there  ba?  If  a  scholar 
has  an  intense  desire  to  obtain  a  high-school  edu- 
cation, a»d  will  occupy  two  or  three  hours  of  his 
time  every  day  in  going  to  and  from  school,  a 
larger  per  cent,  ot  that  cab  ire  will  graduate  than 
of  those  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

Alderman  Power— It  is  well  known  tnat  the  do- 
ings of  this  School  Committee  were  pretty  thor- 
oughly criticised  by  this  Board  when  ihe  estab- 
lisumentof  anew  body  came  up,  and  I  believe 
there  was  very  little  differ  nee  of  opinion,  so  tat  as 
the  present  mode  of  conducting  our  schools  is 
concerned.  It  was  stated  on  all  hands  that  they 
had  entirely  failed  to  meet  the  expectations 
of  the  taxpayers  in  ths  man-  gement  of 
the  schools.  It  is  the  most  extravagant 
branch  of  this  Government,  and  mors  money 
is  wasted  there  than  in  all  tbe  other  de- 
partments put  together.  This  Government  very 
wisely  adopted  a  plan  whereby  we  might  try 
some  other  mode  ot  conducting  that  department, 
feeling  pretty  certain   that  we  could  not  have  a 
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worse  one  than  at  present.  I  don't  pretend  to  say 
whether  thepiesentsytem  of  district  high  schools 
is  right  oi  not;  I  plead  guilty  to  the  charge  made 
by  a  member  ot  the  School  Committee,  that  "the 
senior  m-mDers  ot  this  Board  are  too  ignorant 
01  to  illiterate  to  con-ider  that  question;  and 
in  dou.g  so  I  shall  feei  justified  in  voting 
against  this  iLeaMirs,  that  the  subject  may 
go  co  th"  new  body.  I  will  plead  guilty  of  the 
coarge  of  being  incompete's c  ro  judge  of  this 
question,  and  therefore  will  vote  against  inaugu- 
rating any  sjstem  whereby  the  city  is  going  to  be 
put  to  any  further  coiuinltue  to  the  expenditure 
of  a  larse  amount  of  money  in  a  way  that  we 
know  nothing  about.  It  ic  my  opinion  that  the 
high  schools  in  Cbarlestowr,  Dorchester,  Brigh- 
ton ani  West  R  xbury  would  not  have  beeo  es- 
lablishe  i,  had  not  they  been  already  when  those 
places  were  autexea;  but  the v  w«ie  established, 
ai.d  the  government  has  not  seen  fie  to  abol- 
ish them.  I  am  still  of  the  opinion  that  we  lave 
too  much  education.  Children  learn  a  little  of  al- 
most everything,  but  not  enough  ot  the  solid 
braocbes.  I  feei  >  ertaiu  of  the  trurh  of  ths  asser- 
(i  n  of  the  alderman  opposite,  that  the  children  of 
the  virese  >t  day  will  not  compa  e  with  those  of 
twenty  years  ago,  >vhen  a  boy  wa<  fitted  to  go  into 
a  counticg-roo>n  to  keep  books,  out  cow  be  cau- 
not  do  so  till  he  has  taken  a  course  at  Co- 
mer's or  Bryant's.  Efforts  are  made  to  lift 
then  above  their  stations  in  lite;  ez.trav- 
aga  t  notio-?*  are  put  into  their  hea-ts,  and  they 
are  unfitted  for  their  natural  uphere  in  life.  That 
is  ouy  uotioo,  although  I  plead  guiltv  to 'the  charge 
of  ignorance  ot  :he  subject.  1  have  heard  it  said 
that  no  place  ic  the  world  can  compare  with  Bos- 
ton for  its  e^uc  tional  -ystern.  It  has  beea  ibe 
great  evil  of  Boston  that  she  has  been  considered 
toe  ne  plus  ultra  ot  eveiything  great  and 
good  in  the  school  svsteni.  I  don't  pretend  to 
Know  much  about  it,  except  the  fiuancial 
part  of  it;  but  I  know  thaL  the  facts 
given  by  the  Aldeiman  from  Waid  9  cannot  be 
controverted.  I  should  like  to  see  any  one  justify 
such  facts  as  he  states— ov  r  half  a  million  dollars 
spent  in  our  schools.  a"d  ths  scholars  do  not  com- 
pare v~itb  those  when  v.e  spent  $200,000.  Our 
whole  school  system  needs  a  thorough  change  of 
management,  ic  mav  be  policy  to  establish  these 
high  schools;  but  I  think  t,>at  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  matter  ii  to  pass  into  the  hands  of 
a  new  body  of  tnec,  we  ought  not  to  med- 
dle with  the  question  at  ptesent.  These  are  my 
convictions,  no  m?tter  what  the  60,000  people  of 
South  Boston  think;  and  if,a;tne  Alderman  says, 
they  are  clamoring  for  a  high  school,  I  differ  with 
the  jo  ;  and  I  cannot  help  it,  even  if  I  differ  with 
the  59,999  others  who  live  there.  I  hope  this 
branch  will  not  concur  with  the  "trier  branch  ia 
the  establishment  of  the  Ea^t  Boston  hijjh  school. 

Alderman  Stebbins  state  J  that  he  opposed  the 
order  a->d  had  paired  with  Alderman  Harris,  who 
favors  it,  and  vvas  absent. 

Alderman  Prescott  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  order  was  rejected  in  non-concurrence— 
yeas  4,  cays  6. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Clark,  O'Brien,  Pope,  Viles — 4. 

Kays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Burra.ge,  Power,Pres- 
cott,  Quincy,  Worthington— 6. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  FOR  CONCUR- 
RENCE. 

Petitions  wei  e  referred  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Institutions  to  report 
on  report  of  Directors  within  two  weeks.  Passed. 

A  resolve  and  order  to  lav  out  Terrace  street,  at 
a  cost  of  §26,841.30.  (City  Doc.  No.  102),  came  up. 
Referred  co  Joint  Committee  on  Stre<  ts.  Con- 
curred. 

Report  and  order  to  rescind  order  to  construct 
a  urinal  on  North  Market  street.    Order  passed. 

Order  to  purchase  16,000  feet  of  lano  on  Mt. 
Vernon  street,  "Ward  17,  as  a  sit*  for  an  engine 
house,  and  to  eiact  a  buildine:  thereon,  at  a  total 
cost  of  $5000.    Passed. 

Order  to  fit  up  the  Cabot-street  bathhouse  for 
the  purpose  ot  an  evening  school.    Passed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Finance  to  report  if  any 
unexpended  balances  can  be  transferred  to  appro- 
priation for  Paving.    Passed. 

JAIL    EXPENSES. 

A  requisition  was  received  from  the  Sheriff  for 
$1783.46  for  expenses  at  Suffolk  Jail  for  Septem- 
ber.   Ordered  paid. 

JtfEW  FERRY  BOAT  NEEDED. 

Alderman  Stebbins  presented  the  following: 
The  Board  of  Directors  or  East  Boston  Ferries 
beg  leave   to  represent   that  from  a  recent  and 


careful  examination  of  the  boat  John  Adams, 
they  find  the  hull  and  machinery  so  much 
out  of  repair  as  to  rer  del  it  necessary 
to  provide  a  nrw  boat  at  an  early  day 
to  take  the  place  of  this  steamer.  This 
boat  has  been  long  in  use,  having  been  built  m 
1853,  and  during  the  war  was  ia  Government  ser- 
vice. The  Di lectors  would  further  tepresent  that 
in  consequence  of  a  reduction  of  the  expenses  of 
the  Ferry  Department,  there  will  be  left  of  the 
appropriate,  for  the  present  financial  vearfrom 
$25,000  to  $30,000;  and  they  ask  for  authority  to 
con  ract  for  a  new  boat,  $25,000  of  the  cost  for 
which  to  be  paid  out  of  the  appropriation  for  this 
financial  >  ear  and  the  balance  from  the  appro- 
pi  iation  for  next  year,  say  to  be  payable  on  May 
1,1876.  The  Directors  are  confident  that  a  nesv 
boat  can  be  built  during  the  coming  winter  at 
much  less  cost  than  nexc  year,  thus  saving  extra 
expeose  to  the  city  and  affording  employment  to 
a  large  number  ot  tnecbaoics. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 

Charles  Stanwood,  President. 

PETITION   FOR     STEAM  ENGINE. 

A  petition  was  received  from  Boston  Dyewood 
and  Chemical  Company,  for  leave  to  locate  and 
use  two  steam  engines  of  75-horse  power  eacu  on 
their  wharf  at  East  Boston,  and  an  oraer  of  no- 
tice was  passed  for  a  hearing  thereon  to  all  par- 
ties objecting,  on  Oct.  18,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M. 

BOSTON  "WATER    POWER   COMPANY. 

The  Chairman  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  in  favor  of  the  passage  of 
the  amended  order  to  pay  Norman  C.  Munson  or 
his  assigns  $260,118.90  for  filling  certain  streets 
and  avenues  on  the  Back  Bay  territory,  upon  cer- 
tain conditions  therein  named  ;  also  the  following 
order  providing  the  means : 

Orde  ed,  That  the  Treasurer  be  and  hereby  is 
authorized  to  borrow,  under  the  aiiecnon  of  the 
Commutes  on  F.nacce,  the  sum  of  $267,000,  to 
constitu  e  an  appropriation  to  be  styleu  "Back 
Bay  Streets  and  Avenues,"  for  the  purpose  of  pay- 
ing the  claim  of  N.f,C.  Munson  or  his  assigns,  as 
set  forth  in  the  accompanying  order. 

The  report  was  .accepted. 

Alderman  Worthington  moved  that  the  order 
take  its  secord  reading.    Carried. 

Alderman  Power  in  the  chair. 

Aldeirnao  Clark— It  is  duo  to  the  Board  that  an 
explanation  be  made  in  regard  to  the  steps  taken 
in  Committee  oo  Finance,  as  thPir  recommenda- 
tion is  unanimous,  At  the  request  of  the  Mayor, 
the  meeting  of  last  Saturday  was  adjourned* till 
today  at  twelve  o'clock,  in  order  that  a  bond 
might  be  obtained  which  would  be  sat'sfacrcy  to 
the  committse,  and  in  order  also  that  the 
Mayor  and  committee  might  cot  suit  the 
Citv  Sol'citor.  Today  at  twelve  o'clock  the 
commrttee  met  the  City  Solicitor,  aud  also 
Mr.  Hyde,  the  attorney  for  the  company. 
The  bond  for  $10,000  was  produced,  signed  by  tne 
Water   Power  Company  aLd  indorsed    by   John 

Bro«  n  and Kirby.    The  City  Solicitor  stated 

his  belief  that  there  was  to  reason  why  the  order 
shoulo  tot  be  passed,  that  everything  had  been 
complied  with  accordicg  t>  his  be^t  knowledge 
and  belief,  and  that  he  should  examine  all  of  the 
titles  before  any  of  the  papers  were  passed.  It 
was  therefore  voted  unanimously  to  report  in  fa- 
vor of  the  passage  of  the  order.  The  bonds  of- 
fered were  perfectly  satisfactory  to  theCommit- 
te  *  oa  Finance  and  tnere  was  but  one  opinion  in 
regard  to  recommending  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Alderman  Clark  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Power— In  view  of  those  facts  I  have 
no  further  opposition  to  offer  to  the  passage  of 
the  order. 

The  orier  for  tb.9  lo.n  was  read  twice  and 
passed— yeas  10,  nays  0— and  the  ordei  authorizing 
the  committee  to  pay  the  money  to  Norman  C. 
Munson  or  his  assigns  was  passed  as  previously 
amended.    Severally  sent  down. 

TRANSFERS. 

The  Chairman  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Finance : 

Beport  on  request  of  Registrars  of  Voters,  wirh 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  from  tie  item 
of  "Contingent  Expenses"  to  that  of  "Assessors' 
Sheets,"  in  the  appropriation  for  Registration 
of  Voters|and  Election  Expenses,  the  sum  of  $65.09. 

Read  twice  and  passed — yeas  8,  naysO;  sent 
down. 

Report,  on  report  of  Committee  on  Public  Insti- 
tutions on    request    of   Board   of   Directors   for 
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mean?  for  altering  Eastern-aveDue  wharf,  with 
the  following: 

Orde.ea,  That  the  Auditor  of  Account*  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  Re- 
served Fund  the  sum  of  $6800  to  constitute  an 
appropriation  for  altering  and  enlarging  the  liast- 
ern-avenue  wharf  for  the  purpose  of  i  creating 
the  size  of  the  steam.ioat  berth  at  said  wharf  for 
th-»  new  steamer  for  the  public  institutioDs,  said 
w^rk  to  be  (.'one  under  the  direction  of  he  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Building1?;  and  said  committee 
are  authorized  io  make  a  sttlerneat  with  the  tJoard 
of  Harbor  t'ommissione  s  tor  the  amount  of  tide 
water  ;obe  built  over  by  the  widening  of  said 
wharf. 

Read  t  a  ice  and  passed— yeas  10.  nays  0.  Sent 
down . 

LAND    DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Worthiiigton,  for  the  Committee  oa 
Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  or- 
ders to  pay  for  laud  damages  as  follows: 

Eliza  Wakefield,  $630,  widem.g  of  Hairison 
avenue. 

Boston  &  Providence .  Railroad  Corporation, 
$1024,  widening  of  Tremont  street. 

John  T.  Manson,  $4802.47,  laying  out.  and  exten- 
sion of  Kast  Letiox  screet. 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Woithingtoa  submitted  reports  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  pat  of  the  Board 
in  favor  of  granting  permits  to  occupy  stables  as 
follows:  Marks  &  Payee,  Frederica  street,  Ward 
6;  Barnes,  Gill  &  Co.,  in  yarn  of  United  States 
Hotel;  L3vi  W.  Shaw,  East  Dover  streei  ;  E.  M. 
Loveland,  Allen  street,  Ward  17;  John  D.  Dodg», 
615  Sixth  street.    Severally  accepted. 

SALARIES  OF  DEPUTY  COLLECTORS. 

Alderman  Stcbbins  submitted  ibe  followiag: 

The  CoDOjittse  0  3  Salaries  having  been  re- 
quested by  ihe  Couomi.tee  on  tbe  Treasury  De- 
partment to  report  an  order  estaolishing  the  sala- 
ries of  the  Deputy  Collectors,  in  a,ceofdancs  with 
the  provisions  ot  chapter  176  of  the  acts  of  the 
year  1875,  having  coi  sidered  the  subject,  would 
respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing : 

Ordered,  That  the  salaries  of  the  Deputy  Col- 
lectors employed  iu  the  collection  of  taxes  shall 
be  at  the  rate  of  $1700  per  annum,  payable  month- 
ly, beginning  on  the  first  dav  of  September,  A  D. 
1875. 

Aldermaa  Power— I  hope  that  matter  will  lie 
over.  Junt  at  this  time,  when.everybody  is  tbiak- 
ing  of  retrenching,  it  seems  to  me  that  members 
should  have  a  little  time  to  consider  this  matter 
of  salaries  in  a  new  cepaittueut.  We  all  know 
how  difficult  it  is  to  re  juce  the  salaries  of  heads 
of  departments  or  deputies  after  thej  are  fixed. 
As  all  Jinow,  we  have  oeen  reducing  the  pay  of 
laborers  in  other  departments,  and  it  has  been  in- 
timated that  me  enters  of  the  Government  should 
look  into  the  matter  of  the  pay  of  city  officers. 

Alde.mao  Stebbini—  The  oraer  goes  ov*r  under 
the  rule,  but  I  will  state  that  the  report  is  a  step 
in  the  direction  jndicated  by  the  Alderman.  Ihe 
Deputy  Collectors  have  b^en  receiving  $2500  to 
$3000  a  year.  In  the  judgment  of  the  Committees 
on  Salaries  and  Treasury  D  epartment  $1700  was 
much  less  than  chey  had  been  receiving  in  the 
way  of  fees. 

Alderman  O'Brien — How  many  Deputy  Col- 
lectors aie  there? 

Alderman  2  tebbins— Fifteen. 

The  order  w-Dt  ovei\ 

POLICE. 

Alderman  Burrage  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Police,  recommending  tbe  confirm- 
ation of  the  Executive  nomination  of  William 
Stephens  as  a  police  officer.  Accepted  and  nomi- 
nation confirmed. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Biselow  submitted  re oorts  from  tbe 
Committee  on  Licenses,  as  follows : 

Recommending  leave  to  withdraw,  on  petition 
of  A.  H.  Higgins  et  al.,  that  tLe  license  of  Mrs. 
Sweeney  be  restored  to  her. 

Milliard  Licenses  Granted — Marcus  Gtiner,  847 
Washington  street;  Lewis  Clark,  382  Hanover 
street. 

Amusement  License  Granted— R.  M.  Field,  Bos- 
ton Museum. 

Dealers  iu  Second-hand  Articles  License <i—  Hugh 
Lyons,  344  Commercial  street;  Joseph  Wohlge- 
muth, 28  Brattle  stieet;    Patrick  J.  Keenan,  165 


Fulton  street  (transferred  from  George  W. 
Avery). 

Pawnbrokers'  Licenses  Grante i— Hannah  Stol- 
kowsky,  1333  AWhingt  >o  street;  Donald  Hender- 
son, 139  Harriso:  avenue  (tran  ferred  from 
George  A.  DeWitt  &  Co). 

Auctioneer  Licensed—  C.  H.  Starkey,  981  Wash- 
ington street. 

Auctioneer's  License  Refused— Jacob  A.  Rich. 

Wagon  L'ceoses  Granted— John  M.  Payson,42- 
44  Culvert  street;  Thomas  L?.v. ton,  Foster's  wharf; 
T.  A.  Josselyn,  171  Commercial  street;  Week- & 
Co.,  15  Devonshiie  street  and  34  Court  square; 
John  H  Kimball,  234  Commercial  sueei:  WiUiam 
Creaser,  1219  Washington  ;treet;  P.  Goss.  158-160 
Court  sirtet. 

Minors'  Applications  Granted— Fivs  booiblacks 
and  twenty-three  newsboys. 

Severally  acceptec. 

ALBANY-STREET  BRIDGE  CLOSED. 

Alderman  Burragre  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  Albany-street  Bridge   be  closed 
to    public    travel    on  this  day  and  remain  closed 
until  the  dredging  u«  der  the  draw  is  completed. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

SEWEKS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Sewers: 

Order  "f  notice  tor  a  hearing  on  Monday  next, 
at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  ezpediency  of  construct- 
ing a  common  sewer  in  Trov  street;  and  in  Boyls- 
ton  s.reet,  b  -twe-.n  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad 
Mud  Centre  street;  in  Lamarthie  stieet,  between 
Boyl  ton  street  and  ^edar  avenue;  in  Chestnut 
street,  between  Boylston  street  and  Walnut  place ; 
and  in  Spr'ng-park  av  nu-,  between  A  and  Chest- 
nut streets.    Severally  passed. 

Order  foi  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Boyls- 
ton street,  between-  tsoyl  tor  avenue  and  Wasing- 
tou  street.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  reports  and  orders 
from  the  Cornmitt-e  on  Paving,  as  follows: 

Report  recommending  leav  >  to  withdraw  on  ne- 
titionof  Joseph  R.  Winch  etal.  that  Fourth  street, 
between  E  and  F  streets,  be  macadamized  or 
paved  with  wood.    Accepted. 

Report  recommending  the  gianting  of  a  permit 
to  James  Mellen  to  move  wooden  building:  from 
Washburn  street,  Ward  19,  to  Brighton  avenue, 
Ward  19. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  Hussey 
&  Lowe  to  close  Rochester  street,  opposite  build- 
ings cumbered  24  to  34  inclusive,  against  public 
travel  while  repairs  on  said  buildings  are  being 
made.    Read  twice  and  Dassed. 

Reports  acd  oiders  for  edgestoner  and  brick 
sioewalk*  in  front  of  estates  of  W.  S.  Harrington, 
124  Decatur  street,  East  Boston ;  Phinaas  B.  Smith , 
47  Micella  street;  estates  on  Eighth  street,  be- 
tween D  and  E  streets.  Order*  seveially  r^ad 
twice  andpa=sed. 

Report  and  orde.r-  for  tbe  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to'furnish  and  set  edgestones  on  Columbus 
avenue,  between  Ferdinand  and  Berkeley  stieets, 
and  pave  the  roadway  of  said  street  with  small 
granite  blocks.    Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  brick  sidewalk  in  front  of 
estates  Nos.  20, 28,  30, 31, 33  and  35  Waverl3y  street, 
ano  in  front  ofjesta'e  on  Waverlcy  street,  corner 
of  Warren  street.    Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  the  Superintendent  cf 
Streets  to  grade  of  Pacific  street,  as  recently 
laid  out  by  the  B^ard  ot  Street  Commissioners; 
also  to  furnish  and  *ei  edgestones  and  pave  the 
sidewalks  aod  gutters,  where  requiied,  on  said 
street.    Ord^r  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  the  Superintendent  of 
Stieets  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  and  pave 
the  gmters  and  sidewalks  on  one  side  of  O  stieet, 
between  Second  and  Fourth  greets,  and  upon  the 
i  ortheilv  side  of  Second  street,  between  O  and 
P  streets.    Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  ihe  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  pave  Cross  street,  between  No<th  and 
Commercial  i-.trsets,  with  small  granit*  blocks,  at 
an  estimated  cost  of  $4500.  Older  read  twice  and 
passed. 

Ordered,  That thj  sum  of  $1.95  be  abated  from 
the  amount  of  $16.43,  assessed  John  a  c  d  Patrick 
Dyer  for  sidewalk  No.  150  Silver  street;  said  abate- 
ment being  lor  an  enor  in  measurement. 

Bead  twice  and  passed, 

Schedules  of  the  cont  of  sidewalks  and|  edge- 
stones iu  various  streets,  with  orders  for  assess- 
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ment  and  collection  of  «ame.    Orders  re*d  tvice 
and  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  gravel  Western  avenue,  War.)  19,  at  an 
expense  not  exceeding  $80no. 

Alderman  Sietbins  inquire!  whether  ibe  com- 
mittee thought  it  wise  to'spendj$8000  in  gravelling 
the  street  when  so  much  may  be  required  to  put 
it  in  proper  condition  hereafter. 

Aliierinau  Power  said  tbe  macadamizing  or  pav- 
ing the  whole  roadway  «ould  cost  over  $100,000, 
aid  the  committee  could  not  attempt  it  witnout 
asking  for  more  money.  It  is  in  a  wretched  con- 
dition, aod  though  he  pr^f  si  re  1  to  macadamize  a 
small  piece  thoroughly,  it  bad  seemed  better  to 
cover  it  ^fitb  coarse  gravel,  which  would  answer 
for  this  year  ar  least.  Tbe  material  tnus  used 
won  id  not  be  lost,  but  woul  i  De  useful  in  complet- 
ing the  widening  of  the  street. 

The  ord-r  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  an  >  order  for  tne  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  pave  Beiford  street  from  Washington 
to  Ki'igst  m  street,  with  small  granite  blocks,  at 
an  estimated  co-t  of  $8000. 

Alderman  Prescott  called  attention  to  toe  nar- 
row! ess  of  the  i-Teet,  beavy  teaming  and  conse- 
quent noise  n^ar  the  higb  school,  ano  the  desira- 
bility of  wood  pavemei  t  near  th-  scbi.olhouse,  as 
hj.d  been  done  near  -everai  rrarnmar  schools.  He 
moved  as  an  amendment  that  the  potion  of  the 
street  i  ear  tae  high-school  ouilding  be  paved 
with  wood. 

Alderman  Power  said  that  question  had  not  oc- 
curred to  the  committee  ;  he  had  no  objection  to 
the  amendment  and  hoped  his  associates  would 
concur  with  biui,  though  "rdioarily  Bedford  street 
is  not  such  a  one  as  he  would  vote  to  pave  with 
wood. 

Alderman  Barrage  sai'J  tbe  small  granite  blocks 
would  not  be  so  noisy  as  the  old  pavement.  It  is 
hardly  good  policy  to  pave  a  oart  of  a  screet  with 
wood,  which  is  slippery  and  an  expensive  luxury, 
that  could  not  be  afforded  in  many  streets.  The 
advantages  of  a  wood  pavement  would  hardly  off- 
set he  aisad vantages. 

Alderman  Prescott  thought  the  Board  was  justi- 
fied in  paving  a  small  part  of  Bedford  street  in 
front  of  the  school  with  wood  as  the  whole  of 
Court  street,  to  please  a  f*w  lawyers  and  mer- 
chants. Professor  Seaver  has  repeatedly  spoken 
in  regard  to  the  din  and  uoise  in  Bedford  street, 
causing  great  inconvenience  in  bearing  recita- 
tions. He  hoped  the  Board  would  consider  that 
tbe  advantages  would  outweigh  the  disadvan- 
tages. 

Alderman  Burrage  said  if  tbe  question  recurred 
in  putting  wood  pavement  in  Court,  street  he 
should  vote  against  it,  having  changed  bis  views 
somewhat.  The  small  granite  blocks  will  be  less 
noisy;  wood  pavement  is  hard  for  horses  drawing 
heavy  loads,  and  he  thought  it  hardly  expedient 
to  lay  wood  in  only  a  small  part  of  the  stieet. 

Alderman  O'Brien  bad  had  some  experience  of 
the  noise  in  Bedt&id  saver,  wheie  he  spent  several 
hours  every  week,  but  doubted  whether  the  wood 
pavement  in  so  [small  part  would  prevent  the 
noise.  He  preferred  wooa  in  all  the  street,  but  if 
it  is  too  expensive  he  would  waive  the  preference. 

Alderman  Power  said  it  had  been  done  in  sev- 
eral streets.  The  cost  will  not  exceed  $1500.  As 
laid  now, wood  pavement  will  last  a  long  time  and 
is  not  so  slippery  as  ic  u=eo  to  be.  He  recollected 
that  last  v  ear  the  teachers  asked  that  tbe  street 
be  paved  with  wood,  but  it  wis  forgotten  amid 
the  pressing  demands  of  other  sections. 

Aloerman  Bigelow  had  never  tavored  wood 
pavements,  not  believing  them  durable;  he  saw 
the  necessity  of  quiet  in  Bedford  street  an  I  if  he 
should  consent  to  any  further  wood  pavements, 
it  would  be  under  such  circum? tancis.  It  would 
be  better  to  macadamize  the  street  rather  tban 
pave  it  -villi  vood.it  they  could  aot  have  small 
granite  blocks. 

Alclerman  Power  said  that  at  the  present  price 
of  wood  it  is  cheaper  than  macadam,  and  if  bnr- 
nettized  it  v.  ill  last  ten  >ears;  though  it  would  be 
cheaper  than  macadam  if  it  lasted  only  five  years, 
for  the  latter  would  be  vety  much  cut  up  after 
every  rain. 


Alderman  Bigelow  said  the  heavy  teaming  in 
Beoford  street  would  cut  up  «?ood  paving  very 
soon.  To  reoair  the  macadam  tvety  year  would 
be  cheaper  (han  to  lay  the  wood. 

On  motion  ot  Alderman  Prescott  the  report  and 
oruer  were  recommitted  io  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
iug,  to  reconsider  tee  subject. 

CENSUS    STATISTICS. 

Alderman  Quincj  moved  to  leconsider  the  vote 
whereby  was  rejected  the  order  authorizing  the 
Mayor  to  procure  and  publish  tbe  statistics  of 
the"  decennial  census,  at  an  expense  not  exceed- 
ing $ 500.  He  explained  that  previous  to  the  pas- 
sage of  the  act  for  taking  the  decennial  census  of 
the  State,  tbe  census  was  taken  in  Boston  every 
five  years,  the  resu't  of  winch  was  published  for 
ibe  information  of  tae  citizens.  The  last  quin- 
Quenm'al  ceusas  was  taken  io  1855,  and  an  inter- 
esting paper  was  prepared  by  Di.  Curci-. 

The  Alderman  re,.a  tbe  report  and  action  of  the 
City  Couniil  on  the  subject  at  that  time,  and  the 
following  extract  from  tbe  editor's  remarks: 

It  is  fiirinj,  then,  that  the  chief  ciiy,  ano,  per- 
haps, tbe  most  important  influential  community 
in  the  Commonwealth,  should,  at  stated  periods, 
piesent  to  it.  citiz°ns  in  intelligible  form  such 
comparisons  and  conclusions  as  may  be  drawn 
from  official  investigations  which  present  an  ex- 
hibit of  thevario  =  elements  that  affect  the  life, 
health  and  proso-nty  of  the  population.  Such  in- 
formation is  due  not  only  to  the  citizens  of  tne 
passing  moment,  oat  also  to  posterity,  inasmuch 

Alderman  Qumcy  said  the  statistics  could  be 
obtained  several  months  in  advance  of  their  pub- 
lication bv  th-  State,  and  he  proposed  to  offer  an 
amei  dment  that  I  he  expense  shall  not  exceed 
$500,  ^hich  the  statistics  would  be  worth  if  pub- 
lishet  in  convenient  form. 

Alderman  Stebbics  said  he  had  been  convicced 
by  inquiiy  rhar,  the  act  on  of  tae  last  meeting  was 
wise,  for  cei  tainly  whatever  of  value  could  be  coi- 
leciedfrom  the  statistics  would  be  used  "oy  the 
newspapers  aau  spread  broadcast  among  the  peo- 
ple. 

Alderman  Quiocy  did  n't  understand  that 
thev  would  be  spread  broadcast  through  tbe  city 
in  advance  of  their  publication  by  tbe  State, 
while  it  was  proposed  that  the  city  procure  them 
six  months  before  that. 

Alderman  Stebbm«  was  sure  some  enterprising 
newspaper  would  ootain  them  before  then. 

Alderman  O'Brien  said  itwa«  necessarv  to  ob- 
tain them  in  condensed  form  before  the  news- 
papers could  use  them,  and  he  deemed  it  desira- 
ble for  the  city  to  do  so. 

Alderman  Qumcy  said  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau 
would  rendei  every  facility  desired  by  the  city  in 
obtaining  the  statistics  for  publication  in  advance 
of  the  State. 

Aluerman  Burrage  thought  the  statistics  would 
be  valuable  to  the  City  Government  in  consider- 
ing the  important  questions  about  to  come  up. 

Alderman  Power  had  heard  noihing  to  justify 
the  city  going  in+o  tbe  book  business;  if  the  city 
needs  anv  of  tnese  books  they  can  be  procured  for 
littfe  or  nothing.  He  did  n't  believe  in  wasting 
$500  in  this  way. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost  by  a  tie— 5  for 
and  5  against. 

COUBT-STBEET   TBACKS. 

Alderman  Power  called  attention  to  the  notice 
by  Alderman  Clark  of  a  motion  io  reconsider  the 
vote  rejecting  the  petition  for  the  removal  of  the 
Court-street  tracks. 

Tbe  Chairman  stated  that  the  notice  had  been 
withdrawn . 

Alderman  Power  raised  the  point  whether  it 
could  be  withdrawn. 

The  Chairman  ruled  that  it  was  optional  with 
the  mover  to  withdraw  the  notice  or  make  the 
motion. 

Alderman  Wortliington  doubted  whether  that 
rule  would  apply,  as  one  member  might  then  con- 
trot  the  whole  Board. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

SEPTEMBER    30,    1875. 


Kegvlar  meeting  at  7y2  o'clock  P.  M.,  Halsey  J. 
Boaidman,  Piesident,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OP  ALDERMEN  FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Petitions  Severally  Referred— A  request  of  tbe 
Directors  of  tbe  East  Boston  Ferry  for  an  appro- 
priation for  a  new  ferry  boat  came  dowo  to  be  re- 
ferred to  toe  Committee  on  Ferries.    Concuried. 

Order  for  the  purchase  of  tbe  tscats  of  E.  P. 
Robinson,  or  Bowdoin  and  Cliurcn  streets,  Ward 
16,  in  settlement  of  damages  tor  widening  Bow- 
doin street,  at  a  cost  of  $20,000.  Orcered  to  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Report  and  order  for  a  transfer  of  $65.09,  from 
item  for ''ContiEgect  Expenses"  to  that  for  "As- 
sessors* Sheets,"  in  the  anpiopriation  for  Regis- 
tration of  Voters,  etc.  Older  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

Report  and  order  tor  a  transfer  of  $6800  from 
tbe  Reserved  Fund,  to  be  expended  in  alteruig 
and  eciaigiug  Eastern-avenue  wharf  to  accom- 
modate tne  steamer  of  the  Board  of  Dnectors  for 
Public  EDStitutioDS,  tbe  work  to  be  done  under  tne 
direction  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings, 
and  autnorizing  them  to  settle  with  Harbor  Com- 
missioners for  tide  waters  to  oe  built  over.  Order 
passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Report  recommending,  and  passage  of  oroer  for, 
payment  to  N.  C.  Munson,  or  his  assigns,  $266,- 
118.90,  for  filling  ceriain  streets  and  avenues  on 
Back  Bay  lands,  on  conditions  therein  srecified 
(City  Doc.  No.  100,  amended);  acd  also  an  order 
for  a  los.n  of  $267,000,  to  be  expended  therefor.  On 
motion  or  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  tbe  rale  was  sus- 
pended and  the  oroers  -were  both  read  &  second 
time  and  passed,  tbe  one  tor  the  loan  receiving  54 
yeas  0  nays. 

Notice  of  rejection  in  con-concurrence  of  order 
to  provide  accommodations  tot  East  Boston  Higo. 
School.    Placed  on  file. 

FENCE  ON  THE  COMMON. 

A  re  aort  ana  order  came  dosvn  for  concurrence, 
authorizing  a  contract  witb  Cape  Ann  Granite 
Ccmoany  for  furnishing  and  setting  a  granite 
curbing  and  posts  and  an  iron  fence  o'fl  tbe  west- 
erly lice  of  Tremont  street  between  Park  ana 
Bo?lstoa  streets,  at  a  cost  for  ail  materials  and  la- 
bor of  *aot  exceeding  $10,974. 

Mr.  Clark  of  Ward  15—1  would  like  to  know 
how  deep  it  is  proposed  to  put  this  curb.  AS  I 
understand  it  the  Engineer  has  expressed  the  opin- 
ion that  it  should  be  carried  below  the  point  re- 
poitea  oy  the  committee,  otherwise  it  will  not 
stand.  It  being  a  cast-iron  far  ce,  the  opinion  has 
been  given  by  Mr.  N.  J.  Bradlee  that  it  will  be 
necessary  riot  to  sciew  the  granite  together  on 
account  of  its  liability  to  be  thrown  by  the  frost 
of  winter.  Itbould  like  some  further  informa- 
tion before  I  can  vote  on  it. 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6—1  wish  to  move  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules  in  order  that  the  order  may  take 
its  second  reading  tonight.  I  make  this  motion, 
sir,  for  a  suspension  of  the  rales  with  reluctance, 
but  it  must  be  patent  to  aoy  one  that  if  this  work 
istobedone  it  should  be  commenced  immediately. 
The  question  which  the  gentleman  has  asked  has 
been  aoswered  repeatedly,  and  every  point  has 
bren  goee  over  about  this  fence.  It  has  beea  sub- 
mitted to  the  City  Engineer.  The  committee  have 
met  every  objection,  and  a  vote  has  been  passed 
withiegard  to  it,  and  now,  at  this  late  time,  Ithink 
roost  of  us,  and  the  city  ot  Boston,  should  hope 
there  would  be  no  opposition  offered  to  it  for 
the  mere  sake  of  opposition.  I  can't  see  th/t  there 
can  be  sxy  other  cause.  Evary  difficulty  that  has 
been  brought  forward  has  been  overcome  by  re- 
ferring to  the  Ciiy  Engineer  and  by  the  commit- 
tee taking  eveiy  precaution  possible  to  make  ic 
such  as  it  should  be.  If  it  is  going  to  meet  with  a 
decided  opposition,  sir,  of  course  I  should  not  fe?l 
like  making  this  motion,  but  I  do  wi-h  it  carried, 
because  all  those  interested,  even  the  City  Engi- 
ceer  himself,  if  this  feui-e  is  going  to  be  built, 
desire  to  get  at  it  ai  once,  otnerwise  there  will  be 
very  many  difficulties  in  the  way. 

The  Chair— Does  the  Chair  understand  Mr. 
Guild  of  Ward  6  to  move  that  tbe  rules  be  sus- 
pended in  oroer  that  the  question  may  take  its 
second  reading. 


'  Mr.  Guild— Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Clark  of  Ward  15—1  hope  this  will  not  go 
over  under  the  rule.  Today  is  the  flr^t  that  I  re- 
ceived the  report  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  I 
see  there  was  quite  a  lengthy  discussion  upon  the 
matter  and  I  should  like  myself  to  have  time  to 
look  the  matt-r  o?er.  Ithink  there  can  be  con- 
siderable argument  about  this  fence  as  proposed, 
and  I  should  like  to  have  the  matter  go  over  one 
week. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  "Ward  9— So  far  as  this  suspen- 
sion is  concerned,  I  have  no  objection  to  voting  on 
the  ui  after  tonight.  1  simply  oppose  the  iron 
fence,  although  I  suppose  it  is  conceded  on  all 
hands  thii  the  fence  is  going  through,  and  I  am 
perfectly  willing  to  trust  the  architect  for  any  .ie- 
tails  of  the  »ork.  Ithink  it  is  simply  raising 
questions  that  are  settled  by  the  proper  men  to 
settle  these  thiigs.  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  trust 
the  -architect  wita  his  plans,  because  I  know  they 
will  be  good.  I  don't  thins  that  is  a  reason  why 
the  oraer  should  lie  over,  atad  as  it  is  going  to  pass 
tonight,  as  near  as  lean  judge,  I  should  favor  a 
suspension  of  the  roles. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  understand  from  a  n  em- 
bei  of  the  Committee  on  Cov.-mon  ana  Squares 
that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  committee,  or  the  in- 
tention of  the  architect,  to  lay  this  curb  in  about 
eighteen  inches  of  earth,  ano  the  engineer  has 
said  that  he  has  not  been  consulted  in  this  matter 
one  way  or  the  other,  that  he  has  not  been  re- 
que?ted  to  give  an  opinion  as  to  the  piop  iety  of 
putting  this  kino  of  a  fence  there.  I  understand 
they  don't  oropose  to  go  down  more  than  eigh- 
teen inches  because  it  may  injure  the  roots  of  the 
tree<  there,  and  it  is  the  uptmon  of  architects  and 
engineers  that  ui  le  s  70u  sink  the  stone 
columns  on  winch  the  fence  is  to  rest 
some  font  or"  five  feet,  two  or  threo 
feet  belo<*  tne  frosts,  it  will  not  stand;  and 
I  believe  that  is  the  opinion  of  thu  Engineer. 
So  I  thick  that  if  there  is  no  particular  hurry 
about  this  matter  we  may  let  it  go  over  one  -seek 
till  we  get  the  opinion  of  the  Engineer  in  relation 
to  the  matter.  I  hope  thu  rules  will  not  be  sus- 
pended and  that  the  matter  will  lie  over  one 
week. 

Mr.  Guilo  of  Ward  6— We  sha'  n't  get  any  nearer 
this  matter,  sir,  if  it  litis  over  one  week,  two 
weeks  or  three  weeks.  It  has  been  discussed 
sever  or  eight  months  faitly,  has  been  refer- 
red to  the  City  Engineer,  we  have  received 
his  objections  in  writing,  have  conformed 
to  them;  and  a  practical  man  nas  said  upoa 
this  floor,  he  is  willing  ro  leave  the  mat- 
ter to  the  architect  Jwho  has  prepared  the 
dans  of  this  fence.  Furthermore,  in  'the  argu- 
ment befo  e  the  Aldermen,  at  their  last  meeting, 
the  most  prominent  opponent  of  this  fence  felt 
so  far  satisfied  as  to  leave  his  se  t  as  presiding 
officer  aud  step  upon  the  floor  and  say  that  ha  felt 
tbe  fence  was  the  desire  of  tbe  people,  and  al- 
though he  might  differ  from  them  in  opinion, 
that  he  should  bend  to  the  will  of  the  people  and 
therefore  should  vote  for  the  fence,  and  he  did 
so.  It  will  be  found  ictbe  Board  of  Aldermen  dis- 
cussion that  all  these  questions  hava  been  gone  over 
and  theoojectiocs  thachave  been  raised  havebeen 
met  and  clea"ly  explau  ed,  and  that  we  are  to  have 
a  retce  theie  which  for  all  practical  purposes  will 
answer  the  design  for  which  it  is  intended.  Now, 
these  points  have  all  been  brought  up  and  gone 
over  as  to  how  many  feet  you  are  to  go  down,  how 
much  concrete  you  are  to  u-e,  whether  the  fence 
ought  to  be  on  thi«  lire  or  on  that;  we  have  had 
the  opinions  of  competent  architects;  a  written 
opinion  of  Nathaniel  Bradlee,  a  well-known  archi- 
tect, whose  opinion  is  certainly  wonh  somethiag, 
was  read  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  Monday,  guar- 
anteei  rg  the  fence  tor  all  practical  purposes ;  and  it 
does  seem,  sir,  that  this  opposition,  this  attempt 
to  push  the  matt3r  off  till  it  is  too  late  to  take  any 
steps,  is  u' called  for  at  this  time,  and  it  is  really 
putting  the  city  of  Boston  in  a  very  bad  position. 
That  Boston  Common  is  on  that  side  an  eyesore 
and  a  reproach  to  the  city,  we  all  know,  aod  yet, 
when  we  have  overcome  every  riugle  opposition, 
when  we  have  brought  in  three  competent  archi- 
tects,when  we  have  referred  back  and  forth  to  the 
City  Architect  in  the  committee's  room,  and  had 
him  state  his  objections,  aod  the  opponents  of  the 
curb  had  yielded  every  single  point,  and  when 
we  have  not  only  don6  that  but  have  authorized 
him  to  employ  the  architect  who  planned  this 
feuce  in  order  that  we  might  make  the  specifica- 
tions exact  as  ha  [the  Citv  Arch'teet]  waoted 
them,  and  when  w  e  have  arranged  it  so  as  to  be 
built  accoi ding  to  tlies-^  specifications— when  all 
these  things  have  been  gone  over,  sir,  it  dops  seem 
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to  me,  as  was  expressed  by  an  Alderman— I  can't 
recall  the  ward  he  represents,  Alderman  O'Brien — 
it  does  seem  t  >  ma  that  gentUmen  are  wishing  for 
engineering  skill  such  as  was  Drought  to  bear  on 
the  Hoosac  Mountain,  to  build  an  iron  fsnce 
around  Boston  Coram'  n.  It  apper.rs  to  me  a  ridic- 
ulous pi-ee  of  absurdity  to  oppose  this  <eneme  in 
this  manner, sir.  The  Ci.y  Government  authorized 
the  Committee  03  Common  and  Squarts 
to  advertise  for  the sep  oposals.  Ihev  aavefollow- 
ed  out  instructions;  ihey  have  endeavore.C  to  do  it 
as  if  ihevweie  fenciogir  their  own  private  park  or 
grounds.  I  am  peifectlj  >illing  to  leave  it  as  I 
would  if  it  were  my  own '  grou  ds.  I  am  willing, 
su,  to  leave  it  in  the  nan.s  of  the  panies  who  pro- 
pose to  build  it.  as  it  is  stated  in  the  specifications, 
to  tbe  approval  o"  the  Cny  Engineer,  and  I  think 
it  will  be  done  faithfully  ;tjcI  well.  An.  every 
dav  it  is  patent  to  all,  a  ad  I  need  not  argue  tiiat 
point  I  think,  everv  day  that  rhis  is  post- 
poned the  le«s  li  ible  is  it  that  n  will  be 
put  down  this  winter;  an 3  thai,  Sir,  I  re- 
gret to  say  is  I  fear— I  regret  to  sav  that  it  is 
I  fear— the  object  of  some  of  the  opponents  of  the 
fence  on  Bostor  Common,  to  delay  it  as  long  as 
possibl)  till  tne  seasjn  is  so  far  advanced  that 
nothing  can  be  done  about  it  this  vear  at  all. 

Mr.  Flynn  ot  Ward  7— I  desire  to  call  the  atten- 
tion o?  the  Counril  to  the  =t?tenjent  made  by  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Squares,  Alderman  Quincy,  t  the  last  meeting  of 
the  Boarc,  a  gentleman  whom  evervbodv  believes, 
and  whom  I  think  every  member  of  this  Council 
kDOws,  is  opposed  to  it. 

"Tbey  asked  the  aid  of  the  City  Engineer's  office, 
and  .Mr.  Wightman  made  several  suggestions, 
which  were  agreed  to.  ifurtoer  delay  occur*  ed, 
a;d  when  the  plans  were  brought  10"  the  notice 
of  the  City  Engineer  he  ha'i  some  suggestions  to 
offer,  and  tho-e  were  agreed  to;  and  uever, before 
the  committee,  did  Mr.  Davis  characterize  the 
fence  m  the  terms  used  by  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  12.  Mr.  Davis  might  have  used  theai  in  pri- 
vate conversation,  but  he  did  not  before  the  com- 
mittee. I  had  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Davis  this 
morning,  and  his  position  now  is  (I  reduced  it  to 
writi'g,  that  I  might  be  assur  d  he  agreed  to  it) 
siriiDlv  this:  'That,  while  the  adoption  of  his  sug- 
gestiocs  impiove  this  fence,  he  is  not  willing  to 
indorse  it  as  stable,  his  opinion  being  that  the 
curb,  unless  iottetcaed  as  oeeply  as  the  originally 
proposed  euro,  will  be  heaved  and  broken  by 
frost,  necessitating  constat  t  reoairs.'  " 

That  is  the  opinion  of  the  City  Engineer.  Now 
I  say  that  io  the  face  and  eyes  ot  the  repouot 
the  City  Engm  ^er — I  say  we  should  n't  go  oa  and 
build  this  fence. 

Mr.  Spr^gue  of  Ward  4 — I  believe  that  in  this 
matter  th«  City  Engineer  during  the  past  *>esk 
stated  this :  That  he  had  no  fault  whatever  to  find 
in  the  setting  of  the  posts  or  m  the  construction 
of  the  fence;  that  they  were  both  entirely  sub- 
stantial, and  he  did  n't  see  how  thev  could  be  bet- 
ter. The  posts,  instead  of  not  oeing  put  down 
below  the  frost  line,  *re  sunk  some  seven  or  eight 
feet,  and  there  is  no  doubt  of  their  being  entirely 
substantial,  the  curb  which  is  proposed  oeing  only 
placed  two  feet  and  a  half  below  tie  street  line. 
The  only  fault  which  he  found  th'S  week  was  the 
connection  which  was  made  between  the  curb, 
which  dins  between  the  posts,  that  being 
not  so  substantial  a  structure  as  the  heavy 
curb,  whiiih  woalo  sink  three  feetbelo  -  the  sur- 
face. He  said,  beifl'g  firmly  attached  to  the.  posts 
it  might  be  so  effected  by  the  frost  that  something 
would  have  to  give  way,  oecanse  the  posts  being 
substantially  fixeo,  ard  being  riveted  to  the  curb, 
there  might'  be  danger  or  thi  stone  breaking.  lb 
order  to  meet  tbe  objection,  the  amendment  was 
pronosed,  so  that  thrre  will  be  a  loose  rivet  in- 
stead of  a  tight  rivet.  That  was  the  reason  of  the 
amendment.  He  further  said  that  if  theie  was  to 
be  a  fence  so  constructed  as  not  to  injure  further 
theiootsof  the  t.ees,  he  dni  n't  see  how  it  could 
be  made  more  substantial  than  the  one  recom- 
mended. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  don't  piopose,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Common 
and  Squares,  to  shirk  any  responsibility;  and 
when  mv  worthy  fnend  from  the  Fouith  Ward 
gets  up  bete  ana  undei  takes  to  quote  hearsay,  or 
loose  :alk  from  the  City  Engiaeer,  I  will  answer 
him  by  quoting  a  statement  of  the  Engineer  offi- 
cially to  the  committee,  and  that  is  that  in  his 
jufgment,  and  his  best  judgment,  he  is  en cirely 
opposed  to  a  fence  around  the  Common.  That  I 
sta^e  officially  here,  and  my  colleagues  upon  the 
committee  know   it.    The   City  Engineer  and  his 


able  assistant,  Mr.  Wightman,  have  been  opposed 
to  the  fence  from  the  begin-  ing,  aid  wheo  my 
excel  ent  friend  f  i  om  tne  Sixth  Ward  undertakes 
to  ma.^e  a  statement  here  that  all  opposition  is 
withdrawn,  I  say  it  is  a  ot  so.  The  gentleman  is 
mistaken,  Five  of  that  committee  out  of  the 
eight  are  enti.ely  opoosed  to  that  fence,  Mr. 
Pre-ident,  and  have  so  states  it  and  so  voted  it 
time  and  time  again.  Now,  sir,  the  Council 
should  not  be  misltd.  I  am  willing  to  admit  that 
my  worthy  friend  from  the  Fourth  Ward  is  an  able 
advocate  of  the  fence,  and  so  is  Ms  friend  who 
sits  upon  the  right,  anc  nobody  -jlse  in  this  Ooun- 
cil.  Let  us  go  back  to  the  history  of  th  s 
thing;  vhev.  this  matter  came  beforQ  us 
last  year,  and  whsn  it  came  befoie  us 
this  year  for  tne  first  time  a  vote  was  unai  imous 
against  the  fecce.  By  and  by,  sir,  and  my  worthy 
friend  from  the  Fourth  Ward  will  bear  me  our  m 
saving  it,  it  a-  a  unanimous  report;  the  gentle- 
man asked  that  it  might  be  recommitted  for  a 
hearing,  stating  good  reasons  for  it,  and  I  ad- 
vo  ate  Jits  recommittal  and  reenfo  ced  his  rea- 
sons with  wi.at  little  ability  I  hao.  A  lecommit- 
tal  was  had  anna  hearing,  and  after  it  had  been 
manipulated— I  use  the  «ord  in  no  Distasteful 
sen  e— the  vote  of  the  committee  was  five 
against  an  .  three  m  favor  of  a  f-nce.  That 
is  tne  history  of  this  thing.  Now,  then 
this  matter  came  in  and  went  into  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  and  as  my  friend  from  the  Sixth  Waid 
has  stated,  the  efficient  Chairman  of  toe  Board  of 
Aldermen  aro-e  in  hi<  place  and  said  so  and  so; 
rhat  is  tc  say,  that  he  was  not  in  favor  of  a  fence; 
but  as  public  opinion  seemed  to  guide  him  and  not 
bis  own  judgment,  he  went  back  upon  his  record 
and  voted  the  ot  e.-way.  Public  opinion  agamsc 
a  man's  own  judgment  of  right  and  wrong!  Pub- 
lic opinion  against  a  man's  own  judgment — where 
is  it?  The  able  Chairman  ot  ibe  Board  of  Aide  - 
men,  as  annouueed  in  every  meeting  of  the 
committee,  nas  said  he  Was  diametrically 
opposed,  m  every  sense  of  the  word,  to  a 
fence.  I  would  not  refer  to  it  if  my  worthy 
friend,  my  colleague  on  the  committe°,  had 
not.  Let  us  not  be  misled.  I' am  not  an  ad- 
vocate, sir,  for  a  curb  as  agah  si  a  fence.  I 
care  but  little,  sir,  which  way  it  goes.  I  have 
no  personal  feeling.  I  have  dons  all  that  belongs 
to  me  to  do,  mil  have  b°eo  as  liberal  as  any 
man  could  be  in  having  the  matter  opened  and 
reopened,  »nd  I  think  my  friends  will  give  me  the 
credit  of  it.  Now.  sir,  let  us  not  be  misled.  I  say 
again,  sir,  when  my  worthy  friend  says  toe  oppo- 
sition of  the  City  Engineer,  and  hi.s  assistant,"  is 
withdrawn,  he  is  mistaken.  I  know  that  if 
they  were  here  belore  us  this  evening  they 
would  say  that  in  their  best  judgment  they 
are  oppo  ed  to  a  fence.  And  there  is  one 
inherent  trouble  m  maki  r  g  th?  t  fence  around  the 
Common  on  the  plan  proposed.  The  City  Engi- 
neer is  not  able  to  oveicome  trat  difficulty.  He 
has  said  repeatedly  that  he  did  tot  know  now  tbe 
fence  could  be  e  ecied  theie  in  style  and  taste 
pleasing  to  ihe  public.  The  grade  of  the  Common 
is  two  feet  abive  the  grade  of  the  street  for  150 
feet  ccn  tow.rds  Boylston  street.  Will  any  gen- 
tle man  tell  me  how  the  fence  can  be  made 
that  will  be  in  taste,  with  that  fact  staring  us 
in  our  eyes?  I  rise,  sir,  to  show  that  I  have  some 
ideas  upon  this  matter,  aod  my  ideas  auo  my  po- 
sition and  my  judgment  are  entirely  against  the 
fence.  If  we  coulo1  be  allowed  to  put  that  most 
beautiful  curb  which  has  been  planned  t.e.e, 
with  a  bank  lining  tor  five  or  six  feet,  m  my  judg- 
ment, ?>r,  it  would  oe  tbe  prettiest  thing  that 
could  te  put  there,  and  would  be  in  taste 
and  harmony  with  eveiy  other  park  in  this 
country.  Fences  aie  out  of  fashion,  entirely 
out  of  fashion.  The  ablest  gentleman  that 
came  befoie  our  committ  e  said  that  fences 
were  entirely  out  of  fashion.  No  necessity 
for  there ,  sir.  It  is  not  in  taste  *ud  harmooy  with 
matters  now  as  carneo  on  in  all  the  parks  of  this 
country.  A  large  majority  of  the  people  who  ap- 
peared before  u'  w^re  opposed  to  a  fence.  Some 
wboiame,  and  were  said  to  be  in  ravorot  tbe 
fence,  said  before  us — 1  believe  the  partner 
of  the  able  gentleman  who  sits  almost 
upon  my  right,  from  State  °treet — came 
there  in  favor  of  the  fence,  and  before  he 
left  said  he  was  opposed  to  it.  Now,  sir,  I  don't 
wish  to  influence  anybody.  I  am  oerfectly  willing 
the  fence  should  be  built.  I  can't,  ac:  oraing  to 
rny  best  judgrcent,  vote  for  it.  I  can't  do 
it  with  any  sort  of  propnety  or  any 
sort  of  consistency.  Tbe  gentleman  from  the 
Sixth  Ward  says  this  matter  has  been  considered, 
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sir,  seven  or  eigbt  mouth?,  and  if  has ;  and  he  has 
for  the  last  seven  or  eigbt  months,  against  the 
convictio  i  of  all  the  rest  of  the  committee  at  first 
—not  s  gainst  h'S  own  conviction  at  thai,  time,  fa- 
voring the  other  way— has  opposed  tae  curb  and 
been  in  favor  of  ihe  fence.  Overcome  all  opposi- 
tion, he  says.  What  opposition  has  been  over- 
come? Is  ih  re  one  jf  these  five  aentlemen  op- 
posed- to  it  who  bas  changed?  Not  one  of  them, 
nr.  The  committee  stand,  if  I  may  say  it  with  pro- 
Driety,  is  it  nas  beeu  referred  to,  so  far  opposed  to 
the  fence  and  only  three  in  favor  of  it.  'ihat  is  tbe 
present  status.  If  ne  community  want  tne fence, 
then  let  them  place  it  there,  and  I  will  bring  no 
obstacle  in  its  way,  dud  1  can't  vote  for  lr  with 
propriety. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6—1  would  like  10  inauire 
of  the)  Chair  it  the  question  befoie  the  Council  is 
a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

The  President— It  is. 

M  .  Kimball — Inasmuch  as  tile  discussion  is 
wandering  back  oq  the  curb  or  fence,  I  move  the 
previous  question. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  tbe  main 
question  wao  ordered. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  was  read 
a  second  timd  and  passed  in  concurrence. 

An  order  also  came  down  for  an  additional  ap- 
propriation to  be  p'ovided  by  the  Firance  Com- 
mittee for  the  above  work,  and  for  grading  the 
mall  to  correspond  to  the  grade  of  the  cuib.  Read 
twice  aud  passed  in  concurrence. 

EMPLOYMENT  OF  CRIMINALS  IN    PUBLIC  INSTITU- 
TIONS. 

The  motion  to  lake  from  the  fil°s  the  report  o« 
tba  "Employment  of  Criminals  in  City  Institu- 
tions" (City  Doc.  No.  71)  came  up  uodei  unfinish- 
ed business. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  that  this  was  the  report  of  a 
special  committee  made  some  time  since,  and  the 
Council  was  bound  in  courtesy  to  give  them  a 
heariug. 

Tne  motion  prevailed,  ai  d  the  order  requesting 
tbe  Mayor  to  petition  the  General  Court  for  a 
change  in  the  statutes,  placing  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors for  PubUc  Institutions  u  der  the  control 
of  the  City  Council  was  read  ann  put  upon  its 
passage. 

M*.  Whitmore — I  sha1!  endeavor  to  confine  my- 
self, strictly  to  ihe  oider  now  before  us.  The 
Council  Mil  remember  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  committee  were  appoi*  ted,  and  those 
who  have  react  the  report  are  al:o  aware  of  the 
socaawhat  lame  and  impotent  conclusion  to  which 
the  committer  were  brought.  On  the  last  page 
of  tae  report  will  be  found  the  opinion  of 
the  City  Sobcito.,  entirely  corroborating  the 
statement  ma^e  bv  the  Directors  for  Pub- 
lic Institutions  m  their  letter,  whicn  is  on  the 
previous  page.  It  amounts  briefly  to  this :  That 
the  City  Council  has  no  control  in  any  manner  or 
shape  over  the  proceedings  cf  tbeBo<ud  of  Direct- 
ors for  Public  Institutions.  In  the  face  of  that 
state  of  facts  it  was  impossibla  for  the  committee 
to  attend  specially  to  the  matter  which  had  been 
referre  1  to  tbem.  As  the  Council  had  no  charge  of 
the  action  of  the  boaid  it  was  unnecessary  to  crit- 
icise their  ptoceedmgs ;  but  the  committee  did  de- 
cide unanimously  that  s-uch  a  state  of  affairs  was 
rot  for  tbe  interest  of  the  city,  and  that  it  would 
be  desirable  to  have  the  law  changed,  and  for  that 
purpose  they  reported  the  order  which  has  been 
read.  The  necessity  tor  parsing  such  an  order 
will  hardlv  be  disputed  by  any  one.  In  every 
other  county  these  institutions  are  put  in  charge 
of  the  County  Commissioners,  who  are  electee  by 
the  people.  T»  enty  vears  ago  a  change  was  made 
in  regard  to  Suffolk  Couity,by  which  this  power 
was  taken  both  from  the  people  and  tneir  repre- 
sentatives an.1  placed  in  tbe  bands  of  a  perfectly 
irresponsible  body  ;  I  think  that  matters  of  this 
kiDd  a'ways  undergo  a  change  after  a  period  of 
time.  Fn'st  the  controlling  board  was  eiecteJ  by 
the  peoole ;  then  the  peopl&  got  dissatisfied  and  a 
change'  was  made.  We  now  have  no  power 
over  the  Directors  for  Public  Institutions,  some 
of  whose  terms  expire  every  year,  but  they  come 
in  here  and  a>e  get. '-rally  reelected,  as  the  a:atter 
is  of  so  little  interest  that  tbe  actions  of  the 
hoard  are  not  discussed.  It  is  very  rare- 
ly indeed  that  public  interest  13  sufficient- 
ly awakened  to  discuss  the  sjbject.  It 
is  a  boe.id  which  nominates  its  own  suc- 
cessors aid  continues  itself  in  office.  I  do  not 
intend  to  indulge  in  am  reflection  upon  the  con- 
duct of  any  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors; 
moy  bjection  is  no;,  personal,  but  i+  is  owing  to  the 


tact  that  the  system  is  workiog  bauly  at  present 
and  there  is  no  possible  wa\  of  improving  it,  ex- 
cept by  recorstructior,.  When  this  report  was 
first  presented  the  members  of  tbe  hoard  who  Ge- 
long  to  this  body  requested  us  to  wait  until  we 
had  the  annual  report  of  the  Directors,  expect- 
ing thereby  that  they  would  give  a  triumph- 
ant reply  to  everything  that  has  been  said 
against  them  during  the  past  year.  We  have  that 
re  core  on  the  files,  and  I  wish  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Council  to  a  very  b  ief  statement  taisen 
from  that  and  preceding  reports,  which  carries 
with  it  the  condemnation  of  the  board.  I  have 
take  a  off  the  amount  of  money  earned  at  the  pub- 
lic iastitutions  fluting  the  last  three  yea  s,  and 
I  ihioK  the  public  will  bs  astonished  at  the 
great  falling  off  ii  the  results  of  the 
work  at  these  iasdeutions.  la  1873  the  aver- 
age cumber  ot  persoos  at  the  institutions  was 
408;  in  1874,  530:  said  'ast  y3ar,  575— an  increase  of 
o«arly  twenty-fjv.1  pei  cent,  in  t<vo  ytars.  Now, 
sir,  the  total  earnings  reported  for  those  institu- 
tions two  yeats  ago  were  $71,737;  th-  year  follow- 
ing, §53,754;  and  last  year,  $42.?20.  in  other 
words,  during  those  three  vears  the  average  earn- 
ings of  the  convi  -rs.ma'i  by  man, were  asfoUows: 
$176.70  for  tae  first  year,  $101  tor  the  next  year, 
ana  $73  for  last  yeai — a  falling  off  of  mote  than 
one-half  in  two  years.  The  Gaily  wages 
figure  on  the  same  scale— 59  cents  a  day 
two  years  ago,  33  ce  its  tne  next  year,  and 
24  cents  last  year,  I  call  attetion  to  th=se  facts 
and  figures  for  this  reason,  when  any  one  under- 
takes to  attack  a  system  \*diich  is  in  operation  it 
i"  to  ne  expecte-t  that  some  substantial  cause 
will  be  shown  for  an  existing  state  of  affairs. 
No 7i,  sir,  I  have  taken  the  figures  given  by  the 
Dneo.ors  themselves,  and  I  claim  that  ihtv  have 
pioved  to  be  a  great  financial  fai  ure  within 
the  last  two  years.  Instead  of  earning, 
man  by  man,  a  sum  which  vould  faiily 
support  a  man— 59  cents  a  day— thev  have 
dropped  dow  to  twenty-four  cents,  ;hich 
no  man  can  live  upon.  In  taking  the  fig- 
ures of  last  year  I  have  largely  exaggerated  the 
cost,  $10,000  having  been  charged  for  trimmings; 
for  gentlemen  all  know  that  if  any  one  buy  goods 
and  the.i  charges  as  the  net  result  or  worK  the 
cost  of  the  finishing  requiieu  beyond  that,  he 
must  deduct  the  raw  material;  iu  other  words,  it 
is  t*eoty-four  cents  a  day,  including  the  raw 
material,  tfhicb  is  six  cents  a  day,  and 
thai  brings  the  daily  earnings  of  each 
man  oown  to  eights- n  cents.  More  than  that, 
they  have  tot  calculated  in  the  slightest  degree 
the  wear  and  tear  of  the  machinery,  nothing  for 
the  interest  on  the  money  invested  and  nothing 
for  the  various  machines  which  have  been  sup- 
pled. Ii  reality,  looking  at  it  carefully,  and  by 
that  light  which  is  apparent  to  all — the  reports 
in  print — it  is  evident  that  for  the  last  year, 
the  convicts  have  not  earned  on  an  average 
fifteen  cents  a  di.y.  Now,  sir,  I  say  that,  as  a 
financial  agent  of  the  city,  this  board  bas  proved 
a  failura.  I  kno  *  it  will  be  said  that  during  the 
last  year  the  price  of  wages  has  gone  down ;  but  I 
don't  believe  that  any  who  sits  here  will  say  that 
fifteen  cents  a  d?y  vill  bring  a  great  many  bid- 
ders. The  price  is  recklessly  low,  asissaown  by 
the  earnings  of  these  men.  The  very  ques- 
tion -hicu  brought  this  matter  before  the 
Council  was  »s  to  the  disposal  of  this  la- 
bor, and  therefore  I  think  we  have  the  right 
to  complain  of  the  Directors  ^,nd  go  before 
the  Legislature  and  ask  for  some  control 
over  them  in  the  future.  You  all  know  that 
when  this  matter  was  first  stirred  up,  it  was  in 
consequence  of  petitions  sent  here  sayiug  that  the 
laoor  at  the  public  institutions  was  used  in  such 
a  way  oS  to  reduce  the  pay  to  the  worst-paid  la- 
borers in  the  city.  It  is  a  fact  that  we  may  take 
without  proof—  oecause  no  attempt  has  been  made 
to  contiadict  it— that  with  the  pasr  two  years  this 
labor  has  been  turned  largely  upon  the  manufac- 
ture of  goods  by  the  use  of  sewing 
machines  and  in  the  manufacture  of  cloth- 
ing. I  don't  propose  tt  dwell  upon  that 
subject  at  all,  because  it  is  a  thing  that  is  appar- 
ent'to  us  all ;  but  because  we  have  no  control  of 
tbe  proceedings  of  the  board,  it  does  not  fairly 
come  befor.-.  the  Council.  I  therefore  repeat  that 
the  change  proposed  by  the  committee  is  simply  a 
oesne  to  bring  the  county  back  to  where  it  was 
twenty  years  ago,  before  the  present  law  was 
passed— that  is,  to  put  the  countv  of  Suffolk 
where  the  other  counties  are  in  regard  to  the 
management  of  the  convicts,  and  that  it  is  so  very 
slight  a  cen-ure  upon  the  Bo Jtrd  of  Directors  that 
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I  consider  that  the  Council  is  inflicting  a  very 
slight  sentence  upon  them  for  proved  offences  if 
they  pass  tins  order.  Notwithstanding  the  great 
temptation  to  dwell  upoo  their  acr,  I  refrain  from 
so  doing,  But  I  win  call  attention  to  one  matter 
in  City  Document  105  the  reDOrt  of  th°  Inspectors 
of  Prisons — two  a  embers  of  rhe  Board  of  Alder- 
men—  ^ho  have  examined  the  institutions  this 
year.  You  will  find  that  m  regard  to  the  mat'er  01 
pirdoos  m  particular  tus  action  of  the  hoard  was 
ill-ac  vised  and  injurious.  ltbii  kthaton  thesetwo 
grounds  alone  'he  Council  will  be  fully  justified  in 
passing  this  orner,  viz.,  that,  in  the  first  place,  rhe 
Directors,  bv  t  i-ir  action!of  the  past  year,  have 
proved  a  financial  failure,  having  succeeded  in 
running  down  the  earnings  of  ^ach  rn'in  from 
fifty- nine  to  fifteen  cents  per  dav  in  t*o  year?; 
ana  second,  they  al«o  deservs  to  hav^  the  power 
taken  f  mm  them,  for  the  vicioos  method  of  using 
this  convict  labor.  They  nave  r.o  acceo  wisely, 
and  a  large  number  of  citizens  of  this  city  hav- 
come  to  us,  asking  for  relief,  whico  can  only  be 
ob  avre.l  by  a  chauge  m  the  power  of  the  board. 

Mr.  Page  of  W.-ird  9— Has  the  t-'eotletuaa  from 
Ward  4  ever  visited  any  of  i he  institutions  where 
such  great  injustice  has  oeen  done  to  the  citizens 
of  Bo-ton  by  tbe  Board  of  Direc  ors? 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  have  uo  objection  to  answer- 
ing the  question  in  the  negative,  though  I  am  to- 
tally at  a  los*  to  know  why  the  gentleman  should 
ask  such  a  question.  In  analyzing  the  printed  ie- 
ports  of  the  Directors  it  1  ■;  usually  easier  to  ar- 
rive at  results  in  the  quiet  of  one's  room. 
It  the  gentleruau  desi  es  to  c  isput-*  aoy 
figures  1  have  quoted,  I  shall  be  nappy 
to  give  him  chapter  a'.d  page  of  the  rep  ort-  of  the 
last  three  years  «hieh  1  have  l  red.  It  thev  are 
not  correct,  it  is  so  mum  the  worse  tor  the  Di- 
rectors. 

Mr.  Page— I  doc 't  propos?  to  dispute  tbe  state- 
ments, oi  to  answer  the  gentleman's  arguments; 
but  it  does  seem  to  am  that  a  geutl  man  who  has 
taken  so  much  time  to  show  up  the  folly  of  ch°  Di- 
rectors would  certainly  have  done  much  better 
to  go  to  the  office  and  exa<mue  the  books,  or 
visited  the  institution'  and  juo'gfi  from  personal 
observation  whether  aoy  better  method  can  be 
adopteu  for  employing  the  convicts,  and  endeav- 
oring to  provide  some  other  means  of  taking  rare 
of  them.  If  the  Council  deem  it  for  the  interest 
of  the  citv  that  the  Citv  Council  should  manage 
those  institutions  in  olace  of  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors, I,  fcr  one,  certainly  have  not  ^de  slightest 
objection  to  taking  the  authority  away  from  tbem. 

Mr.  Dsvereux  of  Ward  22— As  a  member  of  that 
special  committee,  sir.  I  would  state  that  at  the 
time  they  were  appointed  I  found  myself  in  a  very 
novel  position.  I  felt  somewhat  humiliated  by  the 
fact  that  I,  being  a  member  of  a  committee  ap- 
pointed to  seek  for  some  knowledge  connectea 
with  the  management  of  the  public  institutions, 
should  meet  with  a  rebuff  froai  them,  as  much 
as  to  say  they  were  above  the  City  Gov- 
ernment. I  don't  intend  to  speak  against 
the  Board  of  Directors:  I  don't  kaow  but 
they  manage  them  very  well;  but  I  do  find  fault 
with  the  fact  th^t  stared  the  committee  in  the 
face,  that  neither  one  of  the  gentlemen  compos- 
ing that  board  was  dssirous  of  giving  info.ui«t- 
Tion,  or  acknowledged  that  they  were  amenable 
to  the  City  Council.  It  se°ms  to  me  that  soaie 
ctiange  should  oe  mace  whereby  that  board 
should  be  under  the  contiol  of  tne  City  Council. 
I  don't  desire  to  say  anything  io  regard  to  the 
management  of  the  institutions  at  all,  for  I 
imagine  thev  carry  tl.em  on  as  well  as  any- 
other  class  of  men  can;  but  I  re  find  fault  with 
the  fact  that  the  kind  of  work  they  do  is  compet- 
ing with  honest  labor  outside,  and  cuitir.g  the 
prices  do^vn  to  smaller  figures  than  honest  labor- 
ers outside  can  perfo.m  it  for.  Besiaes  that,  I 
fiod  fcult  that  their  system  is  work mg  a  detri- 
ment to  the  working  women  io  this  vicinity. 

Mr.  Page— I  would  like  to  ask  tbe  gentleman 
whether  theie  is  any  clas.'  of  labor  which  can  be 
petformed  io  a  pensl  institution  which  will  uot 
conflict  with  outside  labor  ?  If  you  do  acy  work 
there  it  must  conflict  with  outsida  labor. 

Mr.  Dev^reux — I  have  no  doubt  it  does  to  some 
extent;  but  not  so  much  as  in  the  matter  of  cloth- 
ing. I  learn  from  a  member  of  the  committee 
that  the  work  is  performed  thpre  at  a  very 
mucn  less  rate  than  it  can  be  done  under  other 
circumstances;  therefore  honest  labor  must  suc- 
cumb. The  whole  uoannei  of  management  seems 
to  be  wrong.  Although  the  creature  of  tois  Gov- 
ernment, they  s  =  t.  themselves  above  tbe  Govern- 
ment.    Therefore  I  think  there  should  be  some 


change  whereby  they  should  be  amenatle  to  this 
Council. 

Mr,  Page— I  wish  to  correct  only  one  statement 
of  the  gentleman  woo  has  just  (aken  his  seat,  viz.. 
that,  the  directors  are  roing  wort  at  the  House  of 
Correction  at  a  less  price  than  is  paid  for  it  out- 
side. That  is  tot  so.  The  labor  performed  there 
is  a  class  of  work  whici>,  if  it  «  ere  rot  pei  formed 
there,  would,  to  a  veiy  1  ige  extent,  go  into  the 
Eastern  States — Maine  or  New  Hampshire  — 
where  it  is  sent  to  storekeepers  aud  by 
then?  distributed  aiound  co  their  custodier's 
who  perform  the  work  at  so  much  per 
dozen, .ieceivh.g  their  pay  in  goods  from  the  store. 
The  work  of  m  nufacturing  this  ciothiog  at  the 
institutions  does  uot,  in  my  jungment,  conflict 
with  labor  outsnie.  I  would  state,  also,  that  the 
directors  weie  compelled  to  go  into  this  man'i- 
factuie  of  clot'Miig  because  the  other  contractor, 
who  is  a  frieor.  of  the  gentlemaa  from  Waro  4, 
left,  and  eau-ed  more  trouble  than  we  ever  had 
before,  aod  he  is  the  leading  spirit  in 
tois  whole  m  tter,  as  rear  as  I  can  find 
out.  Hs  Has  beer  to  the  State  House 
with  his  petitions,  and  failing  there,  hos 
Com-1  to  city  Hall.  So  fai  as  I  know,  the  o  ly  ob- 
jection to  the  piesent  system  is  raised  by  a  few 
men  who  werQ  not  allowed  ro  remain  the  e  aod 
run  the  thing  on  contract,  aud  put  at  variaice  all 
the  ru'es  ma  le  by  the  boaitl  and  master;  a,'  d  by 
a  few  manufacturers  of  overalls  and  clothing, who 
were  not  allowed  to  send  go  ds  there  to  ne  manu- 
facturer: at  their  own  orices. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7— It  se^ns  to  me  toat 
rhe  discussion  is  going  outside  ot  the  reai  ques- 
tion. It  is  not  a  question  w nether  tbij  woik  doue 
th-ra  competes  with  outside  labor,  or  whether  the 
imtitutioos  are  badly  managed.  I  don't  intend 
th?t  my  vote  shali  be  construed  ao  a  reflection 
upon  their  management.  The  question  is  simplv 
whether  the  City  Council  ought  to  have  the  con- 
trol of  the  money  aporopriated  to  carry  on  1  hose 
institutions.  Wcile  1  shall  vote  for  the  passage  of 
this  order  io  give  the  power  to  the  Council,  1  don't 
want  it  undersiood  that  I  intend  to  criticise  the 
management  of  the  institutions.  I  think  tfoeaffaits 
of  the  institutions  aie  admirably  conducied.  The 
directors  have  given  recommendations  to  tbe 
Couticil  which,  if  carried  out,  would  no  agieat 
deal  of  good ;  but  this  Council  have  failed  to  carry 
out  these  recommendations  in  maoy  respects. 
But,  after  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor,  there 
should  be  but  one  opinion  in  this  Council  m  regard 
to  tne  passage  of  this  order.  I  don't  think  any 
board  should  be  able  to  say,  "We  are  superior  to 
you  and  we  will  not  give  you  any  information  un- 
less we  see  fit;  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth  do 
not  affejtus,and  we  cai  do  what  we  please  wit  a  the 
money  aftei  it  is  appropriated,  and  you  are  sim- 
ply here  to  give  us  money  aod  we  are  not  account- 
able to  you."  I  shall  vofe  for  the  order  for  that 
reason,  and  not  because  taey  have  done  work 
there  which  com  r.etes  with  anybody  else  outside, 
for  that  is  not  the  question  at  all. 

Mr.  Deversux — I  desire  to  reply  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  9.  I  had  it  from  one  of  the  mem- 
bers of  tbe  Board  of  Directors,  who  stated  posi- 
tively-and  1  certainly  could  n't  mistake  his  lan- 
guage— that  they  hadto  take  work  at  a  less  rate 
on  account  of  tl  every  large  amount  teken,  and 
the  very  large  number  of  men  and  women  they 
had  to  employ.  But,  sir.  I  wasn't  endeavoring 
to  di  cuss  whether  they  do  more  or  less  work  at  a 
less  price.  The  question  is  as  to  their  being 
above  the  City  Government.  The  committee 
found  themselves  i  .  a  dilemma — the  directors 
didn't  intend  or  propose  to  give  the  committee 
arv  information  at  all.  Under  the  lav?  of  the 
Legisatur^.  they  find  themselves  above  the  City 
Council.  Now,  sir.  I  'hink  it  is  time  the  citv 
should  either  take  control  of  the  institutions  or 
have  control  of  t  e  directors. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  believe  that  the  order  is 
consioeiably  broad  in  its  nature,  and  being  so  I 
think  I  may  be  pei  route  I  to  say  something  upon 
another  point  which  is  collateral  to  it.  we  all 
know  that  the  directors  have  the  management  of 
the  insane  ^asyluna.  Now,  sir,  I  had  occasion, 
about  two  yt-ars  ago,  to  ask  that  an  in- 
sane person  be  placed  in  the  asylum  at 
South  Boston ;  I  went  to  the  honorable 
board  aod  as'^ed  for  a  permit,  but  I  was 
refused  aod  told  it  could  not  be  done.  "Geatie- 
mea."  said  I,  "will  you  tell  me  upon  what 
ground?"  "Yes,  if  you  will  go  to  the  Board  of 
Aide  raes  and  obtain  a  majority  of  their  names 
to  the  request  that  this  person  be  senr  to  the  in- 
sane asylum,  it  will  be  all  tight."    Well,  sir,  not 
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having  r  ad  the  law  tnere  with  as  much  caie  is  I 
have  since,  I  pnisued  that  course.  I  went  to  the 
honorable  Board  of  Aldermeo,  or  a  majority  of 
them,  and  I  called  upoa  one  of  the  a—  who  has 
goae  to  his  long  home— who  I  thinlr  was  a 
member  of  the  committee,  and  he  refused 
to  sun  his  name,  and  consequently  1  was 
refuse  i  the  permit  Ths  ,  sir,  Hooked  up  the  law 
to  know  wi  ether  I  or  the  insane  tnan~had  any 
rights  as  citizens  and  I  found  he  had  I  went  to 
the  houorable  Boaid  of  Directors  aDd  afterwards 
told  tharti  I  doubted  thear  power,  and  I  called 
their  attention  to  the  se  fioisl,  3  and  4  of  chap- 
ter 74,  on  pass  411  ot  the  statutes: 

"SectioD  1.  There  shall  be  in.  each  county  within 
tae  precints  of  ths  House  of  Correctim,' or  if  in 
the  juigmentof  to-;  County  Commissioners  it  isn- 
not  be  conveniently  provided  within  ths  same, 
th-ii  in  .  onie  other  building  or  build  i  >as  to  be 
deemed  a  part  of  the  House  of  Correction,  a  con- 
venient apartment  or  receptaole  for  the  confine- 
ment of  insane  person-"  no  .  furiou  ly  mad. 

"Sect.  3.  AH  usaoe  persons  re  a  ovod  from  either 
State  Lunatic  Hospital  by  order  of  the  trustees 
ther  of ,  pursuant  to  a  y  provisirns  ot  law  which 
require  persons  so  reiaovcid  to  be  contu  ed  in  the 
jails  of  Houses  of  Correcion  of  any  countv,  shall 
be  count  ea  10  said  iceptacles  when  established. 

"Sect.  4.  When  it  appears  on  represe  tz.tiomn 
writing  to  two  justices  of  the  peace,  ooe  of  w  jom 
shall  be  of  the  quorum,  or  to  a  Police  Court,  that 
any  person  having  a  known  settlement  in  this 
State  is  an  l^saae  person  not  furiously  mad,  said 
justices  or  court  may  order  him  co  be  committed 
to  the  county  receptacle  afoiesaid;  and  ao  the 
heart .  g  up  in  such  representation  the  pies^  jce  of 
the  insane  p  r  on  may  be  required  or  i.Pp- nsed 
with  in  the  discretion  of  the  justices  ov  court.'' 

I  was  to! a  the  a*ylua:  was  full.  The  law  then 
goes  on  to  say  how  ic  shall  be  done,  wench  is,  tnat 
the  county  is  co  np'-lled  to  provide  a  receptacle. 
Ths  city  ot  Boston  is  the  county,  in  fact,  and  I 
was  told  by  the  houo  able  Judge  of  P<  obate,  whrn 
I  showed  him  the  law,  that  he  had  never  iead  it ; 
and  the  clerk  of  tb~  B  >.ird  cf  Director-'  had  n- :  ver 
seen  such  a  law.  But  that  is  the  law, 
and  I  was  re/used  because  of  the  ipse  dixit 
of  that  Beard.  I  did  t't  see  fit  to  take  advautag-i 
of  the  law,  and  the  friends  of  the  insane  person 
tteie  compel  ed  co  send  h;m  toT-muto  3.  Tell  n.e, 
sir,  that  the  directors  opa'l  need  to  be  examined 
thoroughly  upon  these  matters!  If  tb*>y  are  uot 
faxiliar  with  ths  law,  let  us  teach  ihem  the  law. 
Let  us  go  to  the  Legislatu  e.  I  b6lieve  the  gentle- 
man from  War  <  4  has  thoroughly  studied  thi? 
matter,  that  the  principle  he  advocates  is  right, 
and  I  nope  the  order  will  pass. 

Mr.  Page— If  the  Cou  cil  will  pardon  me,  1  will 
say  that  the  cirectors  don't  neeo  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  5  to  tea>  b  them  th  -  law  upon  fcnis  sub- 
ject. It  was  because  t^ey  bowea  to  the  judgment 
of  the  Citv  Council  that  they  refused  his  request. 
I  think  rhat  in  1871  the  City  Council  passed  t.n 
order  requesting  the  Judge  of  Probate  to  send  all 
insane  patients  to  Taunton  instead  of  to  the  pub- 
lic institutions,  as  they  were  much  crowded  at 
that  t;uae,  aac!  the  question  of  temoviig  them 
from  South  Boston  was  mucn  aguaied  at  that 
time.  Although  toatotder  was  not  biudirg  upon 
tae  Boaic  of  Directors,  and  took  away  noae  of 
iheir  miviieges,  out  ot  rerpect  to  the  City  Council 
they  have  refraiaed  from  committing  inmate  .s  to 
theiustitations,  and  the  rule  they  laid  down  hen 
the  gentleman  applied  to  them  was  enforce  i  in  all 
cases  where  such  requests  were  ruadi-.  There  is 
not  a  week  but  the  Board  of  Aider  men  re  "use  to  sign 
some  request  of  that  ki  od.  This  idea  that  Che  dir  sct- 
ors  consider  themselves  above  the  City  Gout: cil  is 
all  wiong.  Whatever  one  member  mav  have  said  to 
any  member  of  the  committee  should  not  be  con- 
stiued  as  the  sentiment  of  the  board,  who  are 
perleotlv  willing  and  ready  to  show  their  books 
Oi  system  to  any  member  of  the  Ciry  Council  or 
citizen  wno  calls  for  the  purpos-  Of  procuring  in- 
formauou  or  suggesting  improvements  m  the 
system ;  but,  of  course,  they  a  on 't  wish  to  show 
them  to  everybody  who  calls  out,  ot  me  e  curiosi- 
ty. If  any  member  of  the  Council  •'a  is  to  see 
the  system  of  labor,  the  directors  will  be  happy  to 
show  it. 

Mr.  Day  of  Watd  1— I  would  inquirj  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  4  if  the  effect  of  this  crt'ei  will 
be  to  take  the  method  of  employing  orisoneis  out 
ot  the  hands  of  the  directors  and  place  it  in  the 
control  of  the  Council? 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  am,  of  course,  al  ays  desirous 
of  afforebnt;  any  explanation  in  my  power,  butcan 
hardly  conceive  of  words  more  simple  than  ibose 
in  which  the  order  is  drawn.  It  says  that  "In 
tin    County   of   Suffolk    the    Board  of  Directors 


shall  be  subject  to  the  City  Council  in  re- 
gard tj  tae  mode  of  employing  prisoners.  Al- 
though we  stall  have  ths  rigat  to  interfere,  we 
shall  not  be  called  upon  to  change  the  rules  of  the 
Director!'.  It  is  certainly  not  toe  l'ention  of  ihe 
orc.er ,  a:d  I  think  it  can  harclv  be  conceived  that 
cursucee-sors  will  twist  it  nuo  lay  such  exercise 
of  authority.  We  may  have  ths  po  vvr  to  airect 
them,  but  ->ay  not  desire  to  change  tneii  rules. 
The  probability  is  that  if  we  have  that  power  the 
bOci'd  will  be  obsequious  euough.  It  must  be  re- 
memberer that,  not mtbstat  mngtbe  com  teous  re- 
marks o-  the  geaU-man  Irorn  Waid  y,  oe  a •>  >  one 
otier  rxernbei  of  that  board  ar-  the  only  o:es 
who  ar?  amenable  to  the  Council.  I  have  no 
ooalrt  he  would  give  any  information  t  >  meaib-rs 
ot  the  Couucil.  but  it  most  be  remembeied  that 
ttif  coard  consists  of  several  more  than  these  two 
members  of  the  City  Government. 

Mi.  Shaw— The  geotemaa  fiom  Ward  9  savs 
thev  do  not  nfc^a  to  have  the  law  stared  to  them. 
They  told  me  they  never  knew  ic  till  I  read  it  co 
them ;  ana  neither  dii  the  Ho  orable  Judge  Ames, 
the  honorable  Juc  g-  of  Probate,  who  had  the  au- 
taoiicy  to  do  such  things,  for  he  told  me  b  =  did  n't 
know  of -uoh  a  law.  Does  the  gentleman  uncer- 
tak^  to  say  that  thai  board  is  a  liw  unco  it- 
self? I  asfc  you,  sir,  have  we  any  right  to 
nass  a  law  which  is  a  contradiction  of 
the  statcte  law  of  the  Commonwealth?  The 
city  charter  savs  we  may  aass  laws  -»hi  h  shall  not 
conflict  with  the  statutes  of  the  Commonwealth. 
He  e  is  a  oirect  conflict.  That  order  was  i  u  direct 
conflict  with  the  st  tute  law  I  have  read.  Some 
gen  leman  may  rise  tu  his  place  if  fc- know  it  is 
not,  Certain  orovisio  is  have  been  passefi  giving 
certain  righ  s  to  the  ciiiectors,  bat  the  la  a  did  n't 
cover  this  point.  It  is  a  measure  of  hu- 
manity; and  it  there  isn't  a  room  provided 
in  ihe  building,  will  ary  one  tell  me  they  are  not 
compelled  t>  piovme  one  outside  of  its  limits? 
Thev  have  never  d,me  it.  I  have  called  attention 
to  it  several  times.  Why  don't  they  ask  the  coun- 
ty of  Suffolk  to  erlatge  the  building  or  give  them 
anornerone?  Shall  that  aoard  contiuue  to  be  a 
law  unto  it  elf?  The  power  that  cteates  can  de- 
stroy. It  is  a  measure  of  hamanity  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  4  asks.  I  nov*  leiterate  his 
statement,  and  add  my  lefraiu,  that  they  do  that 
which  is  in  contra listinction  to  law,  when  they  do 
not  provide  a  room  for  the  insane. 

On  mo  ion  of  Mr.  Sibley  tae  main  question  was 
ordered  and  i"he  ordai  was  f  a-sed.    Seat  up. 

ORCHARD  PARK  AND  MADISON  SQUARE. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  13  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  vote  on  non-concurrence  in  passage  of 
order  for  additional  expenditures  in  department 
of  Common,  etc.,  viz. :  tor  suveriotsodence  and 
l:;.bor,  $7000;  for  grading  and  improving  Madison 
square,  $5000;  for  enclosing  and  improving  Brom- 
ley park,  $1300;  said  sums  to  be  tran«feried,  viz., 
from  appropriate  i  for  Extension  of  Fence  on 
Commonwealth  avenue,  $10,000;  for  Capping  and 
Pointing  Wall  0n  Fountain  Square,  $1500;  for 
Building  Bank  Wall  on  Washington  Park,  $1500; 
for  Bird  Houses,  $300. 

The  reconsideration  prevailed. 

Mr.  Wilbur — I  move  co  am^nd  the  order  by 
strikix:  g  out  the  wrrds  "Madison  Square,  $5000," 
and  insertiog  "Madison  Square  $2800,  and  for 
Gradi  ig  and  Improving  Orchard  Park,  $2200.  "In 
offering  this  amendment  1  feel  that  I  am  doing 
no  injustice  to  the  Committee  on  Common,  tor  I 
am  confident  that  if  they  had  known  the  positi  jii 
of  Orchard  park  they  would  not  have  come  heie 
tor$5000foi  Madison  sqnaie  and  l:tt  Orchard  park 
in  its  present  conditii  n.  I  havs  bee  i  informed  that 
some  $2500  have,  been  laid  out  on  Orchard  park, 
and  I  const  say  I  supposed  that  amount  would  go 
further  in  completing  -  hat  wa"  contemplated  in 
the  original  outl  <y.  I  hive  taken  some  measure- 
ments in  regard  to  the  filling  already  put  n.  there, 
wnich  amounts  to  1310  square  yarus.and  which 
at  a  fair  estimate  can  be  done  toi  .-eventy-flvo 
cents  a  yard,  amounting  to  abcut  $1000  Allowing 
$200  mere  for  grain  g  will  ma«  it  somewhere 
about  $1200.  I  don't  know  f  at  I  can  eav  that 
what  has  already  been  done  there  has  n't 
co~t  $2500,  out.  it  seems  like  a  very  small  piece  ot 
work  lor  that,  mot. ey.  I  have  aiso  had  measure- 
ments taken  in  regard  to  the  filling  of  the.  balance 
of  the  land,  <«nd  find  thai  2400  oi  2500  yards  will  bo 
requited,  which  on  the  sane  ba^is  will  cost  $2100 
or  $2200  t)  complete  the  whole  '*oik.  If  $2500 
have  been  laid  out  already,  of  coarse  it  will  oust  a 
gieat  deal  more  to  fini-ii  it.  But,  inasmuch  as 
w  have  n't  got  enough  done  with  the  mooby 
alreaav  expeuded,  »-e  think  we  ought  to  nave 
some  of  this  appiopriation  for  filling  Malison 
squar°.    The  gentleman  said   at    ths  last  mpet- 
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jng  that  a  great  deal  had  been  done  on  Orchard 
paik,  but  the  e  was  not  to  much  taxable  property 
around  i.- as  about  Madison  square,  and  tie  gave 
that  as  one  of  his  reasons  why  Madison  square 
saould  be  filled,  also  that  there  was  a  large  school- 
house  upo  i  Madison  square.  Well,  we  have  o:e 
qf  the  largest  schoolhouses  in  the  citv  borderiog 
upon  Orchard  park,  and  there  is  still  another 
there,  the  two  having  some  1300  grammar  and 
primary  scholars.  I  have  also  tak^u  oc- 
casion to  procure  from  the  assessors  the 
amou  t,  of  taxable  property  bordering  one 
the  two  i  arks.  It  will  be  iem-mbereo  that 
Madi»OD  square  is  Dearly  twice  as  large  as  Or- 
chaifl  park,  and  of  course  the  area  around  it  is 
nearly  double  also.  But  I  fiod  that  on  Orchard 
park  we  have  $649,600  in  taxable  pi  opertv,  and  on 
Madison  squaie  $789,600.  And  I  see,  on  tamog 
the  property  bordering  on  the  two  parks,  tha'  tie 
amount  is  rnuc1  laiger  on  Orchard  park  than  on 
Madisou  square,  and  for  thac  reason  it  should 
have  the  attention  or  the  committee.  Besides 
th?,t,  Orchard  paik  is  the  only  play  giound  the 
childre -.  have  iu  that  seccioo  of  the  city; 
taere  i=  a  great  deal  of  travel  ihere;  the 
schools  border  upon  it,  and  one  of  them  oas 
an  entrance  upo  it.  £  think  it  should  be  put  in 
condition  thac  people  can  pa  s  through  it  accl  that 
tbe  children  Cd.a  have  a  good  playground;  wh-re- 
?s  now  it  will  be  nothing;  but  a  skating  ground 
this  "inter.  The  spacss  between  the  walks  are 
eighteen  inches  lower  tbao  the  -  alks,  aDd  I  nope 
the  Council  will  see  fit  to  give  us  a  proper  amount 
to  grade  this  up,  ani  I  think  the  money  asked  for 
ought  to  oo  tbe  whole  of  it. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9—1  do  not  know  that  I 
hs.ve  any  objection  to  the  expecoiture  of  money 
upon  this  park,  b.-.t  it  seems  10  me  that  tbe  course 
te  gentleman  wishes  us  to  pursue  is  irregular, 
and  if  adopted  would  create  a  daugerous  p.ece- 
ci-nt.  W<  have  a  Committee  on  Common  and 
Squares,  as  we  have  upon  ev*ry  other  impotant 
department.  It  is  their  province  L'i  ascertain 
and  report  w*>at  expenditures  are  neces- 
sary and  how  they  should  be  made.  We 
have  no  each  report  covering  the  park 
in      quesrio: .  If      tbe      course      suggested 

is  pursued,  and  b  comes  a  precedent,  when;  an 
expenditure  is  asked  for  aty  gentleman  might 
ask  for  an  amendment  which  might  Jeaci  to  an  ap- 
propriation! tor  the  particular  district  he  may 
favor— not,  however,  that  I  have  any  reason  to 
suppose  that  to  be  the  case  in  the  prssentinscaoce. 
I  would  therefore  move  the  recommittal  or  this 
order  to  the  Committee  on  Common  and  Squares. 

Mr.  Wilbur— I  have  no  particular  objection  to 
its  being  recommitted  to  the  committee,  but  I 
have  repeatedly  called  their  attention  to  this  mat- 
ter, and  have  been  met  in  eveiy  case  by  the  state- 
ment that  there  was  no  money  that  could  be  usea 
this  year,  that  i  here  was  not  enough  to  carry  out 
projects  alr-ady  contemplated,  and  that  there  was 
no  aporopriation  that  could  be  tra-sf  erred.  When 
this  order  came  iu  I  felt  that  if  there  is  to  be  a 
transfer  we  ought  to  have  Fometbing  rone  there. 
I  feel  i hat  the  committee  are  Dot  so  well  posted  on 
this  matter  as  they  ougnt  to  be. 

Mr.  Harmon  of  Ward  6—1  took  a  look  at  Orchard 
park  this  week,  and  have  been  informed  that 
about  $2000  were  spent  in  grading  it.  If  that  be 
true  I  should  judge  that  about  $2000  more  will  be 
required  to  gradt?  up  tbe  remainder.  It  seems  to 
be  a  playground  for  boys,  and  in  its  present  con- 
dition I  should  judge  it  to  be  veiyur  healthy.  I 
can  see  the  justice  of  wanting  to  have  that  park 
in  good  rhape.  I  doo'l  know,  however,  but  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  9  is  right;  but  something 
ought  to  be  done  to  Orchard  oark,  as  it  is  very 
wet  and  unhealthy.  If  tbe  grading  is  to  be  done 
it  should  be  fully  graded  andnotlefthaiffinished 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  aa>  sorry  to  differ  from 
the  action  of  the  committee;  but  I  voted  against 
tbe  appropriation  for  Madison  square  and  said 
then  that  it  ought  to  be  divided  between  Madison 
square  and  Orchard  park.  We  have  but  $5000 
more  to  spend  unless  we  come  hete  for  more 
money;  though  there  is  eoc  so  much  opposition  to 
that  here,  perhaps,  as  io  the  other  branch.  Now, 
the  gentleman's  proposition  is  that  of  that  $5000, 
$2800  bf  spent  on  Madison  square  and  $2200  be 
speDt  on  Orcaard  park,  instead  of  allowiog  Or- 
chard park  to  take  care  of  itself.  I  think  that  is  a 
very  fair  proposition,  and  perhaps  my  friend  from 
the  NiDth  Ward  is  rigct  in  desiring  to  have  it  go 
back  to  the  committee.  I  don't  believe  either  of 
those  paris  can  be  finished  with  $2200  or  $2800; 
but  I  do  believe  ia  equality,  ano  I  shall  coincide 
with  my  friend  in  haviD git  go  back  to  the  com- 
mittee, or  shall  vote  for  this  propo;  ition  as  it  is.  I 
only  rise  for  tbe  purpose  of  stating  the  exact  fact 
iu  regard  to  it. 


Mr.  Wilbar— The  gentleman  says  he  don't  think 
$2200  will  finish  Orchard  park.  I  undertake  to 
say  it  would  not,  nor  woulo  $5000,  in  the  way  the 
work  has  been  done.  But  I  do  Know  that  this 
$2200  will  do  it  in  proper  shape,  and  I  wiil  guaran- 
tee to  find  a  party  who  vill  do  it  as  it  should  be 
for  that  unor.ey. 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6 — As  a  member  of  the  com- 
ruiftee  I  have  advocated  this  order  as  reported, 
but  I  don't  assume  to  be  either  tbe  champvn  of 
Madison  square  or  Orchard  paik.  My  only  desire, 
as  a  member  of  the  City  Government,  is  to  see  the 
city's  money  expended  whe  e  it  will  do  the  most 

f;ooo  and  be  of  the  oest  possible  advantage. 
f  I  ULdeistand  the  s  atement  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  5,  it  is  thai  he  opposed 
this  order  in  committee.  I  believe  the  ques- 
tion was  put  in  commit  ^e  on  the  figures 
as  reported  b.  .e,  and  they  were  recommended 
by  a  unanimous  vote  of  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon and  Square?.  Of  course  I  don't  mean  to  say 
that  a  iy  gentleman  has  rot  a  perfect  right  to 
change  his  m>rd  betw  en  the  i  and  now;  and 
doubtless  the  gentleman  has  seen  good  reason  to 
change  his.  I  sh  ml  i  be  perfectly  silling  to  have 
the  committee  rec  u.sulei  the  subject, if  th  •  Coun- 
cil think  they  have  not  examined  it  thor- 
oughly enough ;  then  >  we  cao  come  here 
aDd  give  our  reasons^  and  tell  what  would 
be  the  most  judicious  exoendi  ure  for  these  two 
paiks— either  to  finish  one  thoroughly  a.'d  entire- 
ly or  to  lay  out  part  of  tbe  money  on  each.  What 
little  I  have  see>  of  Orchard  park  ^as  convinced 
me,  as  a  gei  tleuian  states,  that  neither  two  nor 
three  oor  five  thousand  dollars  would  finish  it. 
You  maybe  sure  propositions  will  come  heie  to 
purchase  lat  d  and  enlarge  that  square,  even  after 
whit  is  now  proposed  has  oeen  cone.  A  good 
deal  has  b  en  do.e  to  mate  it  a  pleasant  play- 
ground for  the  cchool  which  backs  upon  ir,  fend 
does  not  front  on  it;  a  large  wall  running  oe- 
t  *  eenit  and  the  court,  and  tbe  pupils  ciossing  one 
co  ner  as  they  go  in  and  come  out.  I  make  this 
statement  from  my  knowledge  of  this  very  un- 
piofitable  piece  of  property  or  tbe  citv  of  Boston, 
and  which  T  look  uoon,  to  use  a  familiar  illustrar- 
tiou,  as  an  elephant  which  we  have  and  must  do 
tha  best  we  cars  with. 

Mr.  Sha-v— The  gentleman  do?s  me  great  injus- 
tice when  he  says  I  have  changed  my  minu.  I 
have  not  changed-  my  mind.  The  «iS9  man 
changes  his  mind  ;  tbe  fool  never.  As  I  stated.  I 
voter  agaiostitiu  committee;  but  a  majority  was 
against:  me  and  I  was  outvoted.  The  gentle  man 
may  remember  his  recoid;  Iremember  mine.  I 
was  in  favor  of  Orchard  park,  as  I  am  today,  and 
I  said,  Give  them  $1000,  if  nothing  more.  But  no; 
parties  were  determiced  to  put  this  througr  at  all 
hazardf ,  and  being  outvoted  I  sat  down,  reserving 
my  right  to  vote  here.  I  have  not  changed  mv 
mind.  The  gentleman  who  offered  tbe  order  and 
his  colleagues  about  him  brow  that  I  have  been 
trying  to  get  improvements  made  in  Orchard 
park. 

Mr.  Guild— I  still  desire  ro  clinch  what  I  said, 
and  I  don't  mean  to  go  back  upon  it.  Gentlemen 
about  me  here  tonight,  who  are  on  the  committee, 
fully  undersrcod  that  the  vote  was  unanimous.  I 
heard  itput,  and  did  not  hear  the  geotleman  object 
to  it,  but  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  take  the  gen- 
tleman's word  that  he  ooposed  it;  but  I  thorough- 
ly understood  that  it  was  a  unanimous  vote,  and  I 
am  strengthened  inthat  opinion  by  otter  mem- 
bers of  the  committee.  I  say  this  in  order 
that  1  may  not  be  considered  as  making  a 
statement  wnolly  without  reason.  I  have  heard 
that  prove.'b  about  tbe  wise  man  and  the  other  be- 
fore, *nd  it  is  just  a^  tru.  tonight  as  it  was  theirs* 
399  times  I  heard  it  repealed.  I  am  glad  to  know 
thf  gentleman  has  not  changed  his  mind  iu  this 
connection,  and  I  hope  he  will  stick  to  it. 

The  motion  to  recommit  was  lost— 18  for,  22 
agaicst. 

Mr.  Kiigsbuiy  of  Ward  15—1  would  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  15  what  would  be  the  effect 
it  the  amendments  are  adopted— whether  Madi- 
son square  will  be  left  unfinished,  and  Otchark 
park  o  lv  partia'ly  put  in  proper  coudition.  If 
$2800  will  complete  Madison  sqnaie  I  shall  not  ob- 
ject, but  I  shall  ir*  it  is  to  be  left  in  an  unfinished 
state. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  13—1  can  only  say  in  regard 
to  Orchard  park  tnat  I  believe  $2200  -vill  complete 
that  work.  I  have  not  gone  into  the  matter  of  fin- 
ishing Madison  square.  I  do  not  know  how  much 
filling  is  to  be  done  there.  I  know  $10,000  was  laid 
ont  .hern  last  year,  and  $5000  this  year.  I  do  not 
kuow  but  it  would  take  $15,000  to  finish  it. 

Mr.  Kingsbury  of  Ward  15— If  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  13  cannot  give  it  I  would   like  the  in- 
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formatioo  from,  toe  Committee  on  Common    aad 
,  Squares. 

Mr.  Flynn  ot  Ward  7— It  is  apparent  trorn  tbe 
last  vote  taken  thac  if  the  question  is  taken  the 
order  cannot  be  passed,  tor  thei.e  are  ujt  fifty 
members  present.  In  order  that  tbe  matter  may 
be  looked  L  to  by  members  of  the  Council,  I  move 
that  tb4  matter  be  laid  uion  the  tabl-.  The  mo 
tion  prevailed. 

Subsequently,  on  motio  i  •  t  Mr.Wilbur,  tbe  order 
was  takeu  from  the  table,  at  d  specially  assigned 
for  eight  o'clock  P.  M.  i.ext  Thursday. 

PARK  COMMISSIONERS. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6  moved  10  reconsider  tbe 
vote  by  which  ^as  rejected  the  order  for  a  trans- 
fer from  toe  Reserved  Funl  to  the  "Park  Depart- 
ment" of  $7000,  to  detray  expense*  during  the 
present  financial  yeai,  for  clerical  services,  ad- 
vertising, etc. 

Mr.  Sbaw  of  Wairf  5— On  tbat  question  I  want  to 
say  a  single  word,  aud  I  uo  rot  propose  to  say  it 
in  opposition  to  tte  reconsideration  eitoer.  I  did 
have  tbe  honor  to  raise  my  voice  here  the  other 
night  against  making  tbe  appropriation  at  that 
time,  ana  I  save  my  reasons  foi  it.  But,  sir,  lest 
1  tnav  be  understood,  as  I  have  bee  a  by  some,  thct 
I  did  that  for  tbe  purpose  of  raising  au  objection 
to  the  operatiocs.of  the  Commissioners,  1  b  ish  dis- 
tinctly to  repeat  what  1  did  say,  that  I  raised 
no  opposition  to  t.^eir  action  at  all.  I  only  asked, 
and  the  Council  will  remember  it,  that  at  that 
/me  the  honorable  Commissioner- shouM  report 
-  n  detail  for  what  they  asked  mone\  and  what  was 
proposed  by  them  as  their  course  oi  action.  If 
the  council  see  fit  to  reconsider  then  a  tion  and 
have  tbe  members  vote  again  upon  it,  I  shall  Dot 
raise  my  voice  agsiust  it.  I  said  the  other  n  gnt — 
and  I  repeat  it  at  the  expei.se  of  being  considered 
tedious — tbat  all  my  heart  was  io  favor  of  public 
parks.  I  only  criticisea  the  action  of  the  Commis- 
sioners because  of  the  doings  of  on?  of  their  num- 
ber, it  it  must  be  repeated  here — not  of  thive,  but 
of.  one.  I  hope  the  matter  will  be  reconsidered, 
acd  that  the  greatest  liberty  and  opportunity 
will  be  siiven  to  tbs  Council  when  an  ap- 
propnatioo  is  asked  for  which  amounts  to 
anything,  tbat  they  may  have  the  pleasure 
and  tbe  right  to  vote  for  it  it  they  see  fit  so  to  do. 
I  hope  ti  e  gentleman's  motion— Mr.  Crocker'*,  it  I 
may  be  allowed  to  use  hU  name— will  be  carried  ; 
thac  tbe  vote  will  be  reconsidered,  and  that  when 
ihe  proper  time  comes,  the  yeas  and  nays  may  be 
called. 

The  mction  to  reconsider  prevailed. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6 — As  tbe  number  of  the 
Council  present  is  quite  small  and  it  is  a  question 
whether  there  may  not  be  a  fe*  votes  opposed  to 
this  matter,  and  in  order  that  the  matter  may  be 
kept  open  if  we  should  happen  to  lose  it  tonight, 
I  ioove  :o  amend  the  order  by  substituting  for 
$7000,  $6900,  the  effect  of  which  will  he,  if  I  un- 
derstand it,  to  give  us  an  opportunity  to  act  upon 
it  at  a  future  meeiiog  if  it  is  lost  tonight.  It  U  a 
matter  that  a  lrtrge  majority  of  the  Council  are 
auxious  to  pass,  and  there  tnav  possioly  be  eaougb 
votes  tonight  to  defeat  it.  I  therefore  move  this 
amendment. 

The  amendment  was  adopted  and  the  order  was 
passed— yeas  58,  nays  1,  Mr.  Walbridge  of  V?ard 
12  voting  nay.    Sent  up. 

COMMUNICATIONS     FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  presented  a  communication 
from  the  Board  of  Directors  fo:  Public  Institu- 
tions representing  thct  tbb  new  steamer  will  be 
ready  for  oseraafes  days,  and  itcooinirnding 
that  the  steamer  Henry  Morrison  oe  so*o. 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  oi  Pjolic  Institu- 
tions.   Sent  up. 

Mr.  Page  also  presented  a  request  of  School 
Commit  ee  for  th-j  establishment  of  an  industrial 
school  m  connection  with  e-icb  of  the  grammar 
scqooIs  in  which  gills  «Me  taught  sewing,  fo,  the 
purpose,  ot  givi"g  instruction  in  sewing  as  provid- 
ed in  chanter  86,  Act-  and  Resolves  of  1872. 

ReTer/ed  to  Joiot  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion.   Sent  up. 

PAY  OF  LABORERS  IS  PAVING   DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Beal  of  Waid  16  submitted  th^  following: 
The  Committee  of  the  Common  Counc.l  on 
Paving,  who  were  requested  to  inquire  whether 
any  reduction  has  been  made  in  the  pay  of  tne 
persons  employed  io  the  Paving  Department,  the 
amount  of  the  reduction,  if  any,  the  reasons  for 
making  the  same,  and  whether  it  applies  to  the 
foremen  as  well  *3  the  day  laborers,  by  leave  to 
submit  the  folio  win 2 

report: 
There  are,  at  the  present  time,  815  persons  em- 
ployed iu  the  Paving  Department.  Uud-r  the  pro- 
visions of  the  sixth  section  of  the  ordinance  in  re- 
lation to  streets,  the  superintendent  hasauthority 


to  make  all  contracts  for  the  supply  of  labor  and 
materials,  subject,  however,  to  the  direction  and 
control  of  tne  Board  of  Aldermen.  Otdtrs  have 
beenpased  trom  <ime  to  time  bv  tnat  Board  au- 
thorizing the  supenntennear,unuer  the  directi  m 
of  the  Commit  ee  on  Paving,  to  coatract  for  sup- 
plies aud  materials  requiied  in  carrying  00  the 
operations  of  thr  dep:rtm°ut.  With  the -advice 
and  consent  of  the  committee  th  -  Superintendent 
has  recently  made  a  recluctio  .  of  12Vo  per  cent,  in 
the  wages  of  all,  except  eighteen  of"  the  persons 
employed  r.  tao  deptrtmert.  The  following 
schedu  e  shows  the  purposes  for  .vhi'jh  the  men 
are  e-ni  loved  ^nc  the  oiestnt  rare  of  compensa- 
tion v,  hich  they  receive : 

688  Common  laborers,  at $1.75  per  diem 

12  Stock  and  tally  men,  at 2.00    "       " 

3  Stable  men,  at 2.00    "       " 

5  Two-horse  teamsters,  at    1.8S    "       " 

5  Powder  men,at $2.00  to  2.25    "       " 

2  Wharfingers,  at 2.25  to  3.00    "       " 

67  Mechanics 2.25  to  3.25    *'       " 

19  Sub-foremen,  at 2.25to3.oo    "       " 

(one    at    $H0) 
10  Foremen ->six     at  $100 > per  month. 

(three  at  $125) 

4  Clerks,  at 

No  reduction  has  been  made  in  the  v. ages  ot  ton 
foivmen,  three  sub-irremeii.  one  mechanic,  aud 
four  cibi-ks.  The  leison  given  by  tne  Superin- 
tendent ior  Jot  making  any  reduction  is  thattbrse 
men  have  rot  heretofore  been  rdequu  lv  com- 
pensated for  their  servic  s,  that  ls.thev  vera  1  ot 
paid  as  much  as  services  or  a  similar  chaiat  ter 
would  command  t-1-ewbere.  Tbe  reason  given  for 
reduoirg  th  pay  of  the  othe  employes  is  that  tne 
met  were  leceivig  much  more  than  was  paid  ior 
labor  of  a  simiiar  ctraracter  by  otb» r  corporations. 
It  is  represeat-.d  tbat  the  rate  of  wager,  paid  to 
common  laborers  1  j  this  city  and  in  vicinity,  out- 
side of  our  own  city  departments,  averag'es  not 
over  $1.50  per  diexi. 

The  Sup  lintendeut  states  that,  in  making  this 
re  uction,  it  n  no!  tn^  intention  of  the  Paving  De- 
partment to  spend  less  money  iu  tbe  improvea.e  t 
of  the  streets,  but  to  make  tt.esa  iae  money  go  fur- 
ther; m  other  woids,  to  keep  rhe  pres  ut  force  for 
a  longer  t  rm,  or  to  employ  additional  men. 

Respectfully  submitted,  for  the  cornmitte. , 

Alexander  3eal,  Chairman. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  K&:  d  5—1  wouid  like  to  ask  of  the 
honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Paving 
if  that  is  the  course  pursued  by  tbe  gentlemau. 

The  President  -It  is  1,01  requisite  unaer  the  or- 
der. The  work  "is  to  be  doue  under  their  direc- 
tion or  contiol." 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  would  rben  ask  it  the 
Sun  rinten dent  asks  the  directioa  or  control  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  when  he  makes  these 
pi  ices. 

Mr.  Beal  of  Ward  16— He  so  states  to  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  desire  to  a~-li  the  gen- 
tleman if  this  is  a  unanimous  report  of  he  Com- 
mittee ou  Paviog. 

Mr.  Beal  of  Ward  16— It  is  the  re  ort  of  a  -ma- 
jority of  the  commictee— three  out  of  five. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— Now  I  desire  to  ask  that 
gentl&man  whether  or  not  a  mi  oiity  of  that  com- 
mittee have  not.  asked  bin  o  be  allowed  to  look 
at  that  report,  and  whether  or  not  he  has  nut  re- 
fused to  let  them  look  at  it? 

Mr.  Beal  of  Waro  16—  roe  report  has  beeu  in  the* 
room  of  tbe  Clerk  of  Commutes  all  the  veiK, 
and  vanous  members  of  the  committee  have  beat) 
thpre  and  approved  of  it.  They  could  all  have 
gone  there  and  ic.d  it  if  the,v  pleased,  out  there 
have  been  but  thiee  merabe.s  tnere  who  have  ap- 
proved of  it.  The  members  woo  did  not  go  had 
the  saiie  opportui  ity  as  tLose  who  went.  Tin  re- 
port was  made  and  signed  a.  d  ready  to  be  handed 
in  be  e  when  some  of  the  ommittoc  sect  to  mo 
and  wanted  to  take  it  into  tbe  ante-room  and  look 
it  over  and  see  whether  they  would  like  to  m:«,ke 
any  alterations  111  i..  It  aid  not  seem  to  me  that 
was  a  proper  thing  to  be  done  at  that  time,  and  1 
declined.  If  they  wished  to  make  a  minority  re- 
poit  tbe>  bad  tbe  same  opportunity  the  majority 
had  to  make  rh  lr  report. 

Mr.  Flvnn  of  Ward  7—1  understand  members  of 
tbat  committee  have  called  upon  the  chairman 
anil  lequcstcd  of  hitn  an  opportunity  to  look  at 
that  lepc  t,  and  that  he  has  refused  them  the 
privilege.  Thsv  have  also  stated  to  me  that  they 
desired  to  make  a  minority  1  eport,  and  being  un- 
able to  look  at  the  report  ot  the  m  jority  of  the 
committee  they  did  not  know  what  kind  of  a  re- 
port was  m>de,  or  what  kind  of  a  report  they 
might  make.  I  say  here,  with  all  due  defer- 
ence to  tbat  gentleman,  tuat  I  think  it  is  hardly 
fair  in  him,  au  chairman,  to  deprive  these  gen- 
tlemen of  the  committee  of  tbe  privilege  of  look- 
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ing  at  ths  report.  It  seems  an  unwarrantable  as- 
sumption on  vis  part  to  co  anything;  of  the  bind. 
Every  m-mber  has  tbe  right  to  look  at  tbe  report 
of  bis  committee  and  decide  wbetner  he  will  sign 
it.  As  I  understand  it,  two  members  of  the  com- 
mittee have  been  ceprived  of  tbat  privilege.  Now, 
sir,  that  tbey  may  have  an  opportunity  to  present 
a  minority  report  at  the  1  ext  m  eting,  I  move  that 
tbe  u.ajonty  report,  as  I  understand  it  to  be,  he 
laid  on  tbe  table. 

Mr.  Beal  of  Ward  16— There  is  no  grievance  here 
whatever.  One  of  the  minority  of  tbe  committee 
came  here  tonight  and  asked  some  questions 
about  the  repoit,and  I  answered  taem.  I  said, 
"Here  is  the  report,  vou  may  see  it  if  you  want 
to."  He  asked  me  if  certain  things  were  ixi  it, 
and  I  fold  him  no,  anil  be  went  away.  Tbe  leport 
was  in  tbe  room  of  tbe  Clerk  of  Commi'tees  and 
there  was  no  objection  to  his  looking  at  it.  I  did 
decline  to  its  goirg  into  the  auie  room.  I  may 
ba\e  made  a  mistake.  If  I  oid  I  am  willing  to 
apologize. 

Mr.  Kellv  ot  Ward  21—1  will  state  as  one  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  tbat  I  was  rot  awa.re  that  a 
report  was  to  be  submitted  this  week.  In  conver- 
sation with  one  of  ths  committee  he  stated  that 
there  wa  to  be  no  report,  but  simply  a  statement  of 
facts.  I  appose,  being  a  new  member  of  the  Coun- 
cil, I  was  not  considered  worthy  of  being  notified 
tbat  there  was  to  be  a  report.  I  was  present  when 
one  member  of  tbe  committee  s^nt  for  the  report 
and  4,  message  was  sent  back  that  he  could  not 
see  the  leporr.  Mow,  sir,  most  of  the  report  is 
cotiect;  but  I  behev-  there  are  some  tbings  in  it 
that  are  unjust  Here  is  ?..  foreman  \»  bo  receives 
a  salary  of  $1500  per  year.  1  consider  that  a 
very  good  salary.  Ht-re  is  a  man  toat  works 
for  $2  per  day,  and  only  two-thirds  of  the  time  at 
that.  He  is  to  be  reduced  at  the  ra'e  of  12V2  per 
cent.,  and  the  man  at  $1500,  who  does  no  work,  is 
not  reduced  one  cent.  I  think  there  is  injustice 
there,  =i  1.  So  far  as  the  Paviug  Department  in 
Charlestown  rs  concerted,  I  know  tiiat  the  Super- 
intendent, v. ho  receives  $1500  there,  is  no  more 
entitlsl  to  the  full  allowance  tha  >  the  day  laoor- 
ers  under  him.  The  citv  of  Boston  is  noted  for 
paying  large  >alaries;  but  I  think  *he  should  be 
as  charitable  to  hgr  poor  working  men  as  to  her 
salaried  men.  Now,  sir,  I  think  it  would  be  fair 
and  just,  vhen  we  rednce  the  pav  of  -he  laborer 
witb  the  pick  and  shovel,  to  take  12%  per  cent,  off 
tbe  pay  of  the  Superintendent  as  well, 
when  h"  has  the  privilege  of  making 
full  time,  aod  if  he  wishes  to  go  on  a 
vacation  he  is  no,  hindered,  •vbile  if  the 
weatner  is  cloudy  the  poor  laborer  cannot 
go  to  work  until  one  o'clock,  or  until  tbe  weather 
is  pleasant.  Fiom  my  knowledge  of  the  Charles- 
town  Paving  Department— I  speak  from  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  facts,  tor  I  have  done  much  mason 
work  on  the  streets — I  know  that,  there  are  men 
in  the  department  more  com DeteDt  :haa  the  Su- 
perintendent is  to  do  his  work.  The  Superintend- 
ent says  these  thousand  and  enghreen-hundred- 
dollar  men  receive  small  pay.  Now,  sir,  I  cannot 
see  it  i  j  tbat  light.  I  say  they  are  well  paid,  and 
I  am  not  in  favor  of  the  reduction  of  the  pay  of 
laboring  men  when  tht  pay  of  professional  men  is 
so  bigb.  Take  the  new  License  Com  mission  srs,  for 
instance;  we  pay  th^m  $3800  per  year.  We  could 
get  men  equally  able  and  efficient  for  $1500  per 
year  who  would  be  glad  of  tbe  chance.  But  we 
are  asked  to  stnke  ti/S''  tbe  pt.or  man  who  has  no 
friends  and  who  has  to  work  for  $2  per  day  to 
support  his  family  of  tive  or  six.  and  this  Commit- 
tee o  )  Paving  and  the  Superintendent  of  Paving 
think  $1,75  pei  day  is  sufficient  for  these  men,  I 
tbink,  sir,  it  is  a  good  way  to  encourage  crime  and 
poverty. 

Mr.  Kimtsll  of  Ward  6— The  debate,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, seems  to  he  wanaering  from  the  question  be- 
fore the  Couucil,  which  is  to  lay  upon  the  table 
the  report  of  the  committee.  Ample  opportunity 
will  undoubtpdly  be  given  for  every  gentleman 
who  desires  it  to  discuss  tbe  mattt  r  when  the  ma- 
jority aid  minority  repot  ts  are  both  Def ore  us.  I 
therefore  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Walsh  of  Ward  5— Mr.  Piesident,  I  called 
on  tbe  chairman  of  tbe  committee  this  evening, 
and  he  told  me  very  quietly  that  the  majority  of 
the  committee  had  signed  it.  I  went  to 
my  friend,  Mr.  Flynn,  and  told  him  the 
circumstances.  I '  was-  a  new  man  in  the 
Council,  and  I  asked  him  for  advice.  I  ssnt 
to  Mr.  Beal  for  the  report,  and  h°  refused  to  give 
it  to  me.  Now,  Mi.  President,  I  hooe  that  the 
motion  10  lay  on  tbe  table  will  prevail,  that  we 
may  have  an  opportunity  to  present  a  minority 
report. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  have  hut  one  word  to 
say  in  regard  to  the  jeport.  It  appears  to  me  that 
it  is  not  true  in  fact.    I  think  we  should   know 


what  tha  ordinance  is  before  we  act  on  either  re- 
port.   [Mr.  Shaw  rea  1  tbe  section.] 

"Section  6.  It  [hall  he  the  dutv  ot  the  said 
Superintendent,  unrier  tbe  direction  and  control 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  to  superintend  tbe 
general  s  ate  of  the  streets;  to  altend  to  the  lay- 
ing out,  'yioening,  elevation  and  repairs  of  the 
same,  aid  to  make  all  contracts  for  the  supply  of 
laboi  and  materials  therefor ;  *  *  *  and  the 
city  shall  not  be  lespor  sible  for  any  of  his  doings 
that  have  not  been  oroeied  by  the  City  Council 
or  the  Board  of  Alderimu,  or  ranctioned  by  ex- 
press vote." 

The  pievous  question  was  ordered  aod  the  re- 
port was  lai  1  on  the  table. 

ASSESSORS'   DEPARTMENT. 

Mr,  Burgess  of  Ward  3  submitted  a  report  from- 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Assessors'  Department, 
recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  J. 
H.  McBa<ror,for  abatement  of  taxes  on  estate  2 
Orchard  street,  for  the  years  1868-73  inclusive.  Ac- 
cepted.   Sent  up. 

TRUSTEES  OF  PUBLIC   LIBRARY. 

Mr.  Sprague  of  Ward  4  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Joint  Comrni'tes  on  Public  Library,  recom- 
mending the  electiOT  of  Thomas  Garfield  as  a 
member  of  ths  Board  of  Trustees  of  said  library, 
vice  Daniel  S.  Curtis  resigned.  Report  accepted 
and  nomination  laid  over. 

FERRY  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  froiu  the  Committee  on 
Accounts,  offered  ths  followiLg: 

Ordered,  Tbat  the  bill  of  J.  A.  Kelly,  amount- 
ing to  $10,  for  s  rvices  in  the  Ferry  Department, 
he  allowed  for  oayment  by  thf-  Auditor  of  Ac- 
counts. 

R=ad  twice,  under  a  suspension  ot  tha  rule,  00 
motion  of  Mr.  Flynn,  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

SEWING  IN  THE  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10  offered  tbe  following: 
Ordered,  That  bis  honor  the  Mavor  be  requ.  sted 
to  petition  the  Geneial  Court,  at  us  next  session, 
for  th  •  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the  city  to 
appropriate  money  for  the  purpose  of  giving  in- 
struction in  sewiog  to  a  portion  of  the  pupils  of 
the  publicrschools. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sweetser,  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Instruction.    Sent  up. 

SCHOOLHOUSE  AT  CITY    POINT. 

On  morion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  the  report 
and  order  for  the  purchase  of  certain  iota  of  land 
on  Fourth  street,  n^ar  O  street,  as  a  schooihouse 
site,  at  not  exceeding  seventy-five  cents  a  foot, 
were  taken  from  the  table  and  recommitted  to  tha 
Joint  Committee  on  Puolic  Instruction.    Sent  up. 

PETITION  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— Petition  of  St.  Joseph's 
Home  for  abatement  of  tax  of  1874.  Referred  to 
Joiiit  Committee  on  Assessors'  Department.'  Sent 
up. 

INDEX  OF  CITY  DOCUMENTS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Waid  4  offered  the  fo'lowing: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Printing  be  in- 
structed to  consider  the  expediency  of  reprinting 
and  stereotyping  the  index  ot  Public  City  Docu- 
ments, No.  — ,  1874. 

Mr.  Whitmore— My  reason  for  ottering  tbe  order 
is  tbat,  owiog  to  some  misapprehension  last  year, 
this  document,  of  some  20  or  30  pages,  which  is  a 
careful  i  .dex  of  all  our  public  documents,  is  en- 
tirely out  of  print.  There  weie  hardly  enough  to 
furnish  the  bound  volumes  last  year,  and  there 
are  none  at  all  m  the  hands  ofithe  City  Messenger 
to  be  distributed  this  year  or  tbe  coming  year. 
The  expecse  will  not  amouDt  to  more  than '$200. 
It  is  a  thing  which  has  been  done  heretofore  from 
time  to  tirue,  and  which  needs  to  he  done  now. 
The  document  being  an  index  is  one  which  every 
new  member  of  tbe  Dity  Govern  went  has  occasion 
to  refer  to,  and  it  is  absolutely  out  of  print.  I 
present  this  merely  as  a  matter  of  reference  to  the 
Committeeon  Pricing.  The  order  was  read  twice 
and  passed. 

NEW  SCHOOLHOUSE  FENCE,  WARD  19. 

Mr.  Rice  of  Ward  19  offered  ths  following: 
Ordered,  Thar,  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  instructed  to  place  a  suitable  fence  around 
tbe  schooihouse  situated  on  Pearl  street,  Ward  19. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6,  tbe  order 
was  amended  so  that  the  committee  should  con- 
sider the  expeuiency  of  erecting  such  a  fence,  and 
was  then  re0d  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

COST  OF  GRADING  ORCHARD  PARK. 

Mr.  Kingsbury  of  Ward  13  offered  tbe  follow- 
ing: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Engineer  be  instructed 
to  ascertain  and  report  to  the  City  Council  the 
amount  required  for  raising  the  grade  of  Orchard 
Park  to  the  Trade  of  the  part  already  filled. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitcomb  of  Ward  13  the 
Council  adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

OCTOBER   4,    1875. 


Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alderman 
Clark,  chairmaD,  presiding. 

JURORS    DRAWN. 

Four  grand  and  five  petit  jurors  were  drawn  tor 
the  October  teirn  of  ths  United  States  Circuit 
Court. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Weigher  of  Coal—  Jeremiah  J.  Callahan. 

Special  Police  Officers— David  Sargent,  Boston 
Union  Industrial  Association,  375  Tremont  street; 
Alfred  W.  Smith,  Cragie's  Bridge;  James  Har- 
rington, 152  Meridian  street;  Frederic  Holme,  Mt. 
Wasbington  Glass  Company,  First  street. 

Measurer  of  Upper  Leather— William  Austin. 

Constables  —  Richard  F.  Andrews;  Joshua  S. 
Duncklee,  Deputy  Collector  ;  Lorenzo  Smith, 
West  Roxbury. 

VACANCY  IN  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 

The  following  was  received  and  read  : 

Executive  Department,  ) 
Oct.  4, 1875.     ) 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council :  Gentle- 
men— I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a 
communication  received  from  the  Chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  announcing 
that  a  vacancy  exists  in  the  said  board,  occasion- 
ed by  tbe  dearu  of  Dr.  Ira  Allen.  The  letter  of 
the  Chairman  does  no  more  tbaD  justice  ti  tne 
personal  character  and  public  services  of  Dr.  Al- 
len. In  the  wards  formerly  constituting  the  city 
of  Roxburv,  bis  death  is  especially  felt  and 
lamented.  He  had.  served  that  city  faithful- 
ly for  many  years,  in  various  offices  of  trust, 
and  he  e:  joyed  the  respect  and  confidence  of 
all  classes  of  the  people.  To  his  friends  there,  it 
is  a  great  satisfaction  to  know  that  his  private 
worth  and  public  usefulness  have  been  appre- 
ciated in  the  wider  sphere  in  which  he  has  been 
calied  to  act  in  these  latter  years.  I  respectfully 
recommend  that  steps  be  taken  at  au  early  day  to 
fill  the  vacancy.  Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor. 

Office  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  \ 
Sepc.  25,  1875.     ( 

To  His  Honor  Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor  of  the  City 
of  Boston:  Sir— It  becomes  my  painful  duty  to 
officially  announce  to  you  and  through  you  to  the 
City  Council  that  a  vacaucy  exists  in  the  Board  of 
Overseers  of  the  Poor,  causnd  by  the  death  ef  Dr. 
Ira  Allen  of  the  Highland  District.  Dr.  Allen  be- 
came a  member  of  the  board  soon  after  the  an- 
nexation of  Roxburv  to  Boston,  and  brought  to  its 
service  not  only  a  heartv  interest  in  the  work  to 
which  it  is  devoted,  but  the  fruits  of  a  long  and 
ripe  experience  in  similar  relations  to  the  munici- 
pality in  which  for  many  years  was  bis  home  and 
the  scene  of  nis  professional  labors.  Fearless  and 
independent  in  opinion,  practical  and  prompt  in 
affairs,  with  warm  sympathies  for  the  deserving, 
and  a  deep  sense  of  official  obligations,  he  was 
one  of  our  most  efficient  members.  He  died  on 
Sunday  evening,  Aug.  29,  at  the  age  of  sixty-tbree 
years.  By  his  decease  the  board  has  lost  an  agree- 
able and  wise  associate,  and  the  city  one  of  its 
most  faithful  public  seivants. 

I  remain  yours,  very  truly, 

F.  W.  Lincoln,  Chairman. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Wortbington, 
to  the  Committee  on  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  with 
the  request  to  nominate  some  suitable  person  to 
fill  the  vacancy.   Sent  clown. 

orders  of  notice. 

The  construction  of  sewers  in  Troy  street;  in 
Boylston,  Lamartine,  Chestnut  and  Spring-park 
avenue,was  consider  ed  on  orciers  of  notice,  but  no 
one  appearing  to  object,  the  orders  were  lecom- 
mitted  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  South  Boston  Iron  CompaDy, 
for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building  situated  in 
the  rear  of  57  Foundry  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Joseph  H.  Hurd, 
to  be  paid  for  damages  at  242  Centre  street,  caused 
toy  construction  of  sewer. 


Charles  P.  Johnson  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Gordon 
street,  Ward  19. 

Chauncoy  Smith  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Washing- 
ton street,  near  Hunneman  street. 

To  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners.  James 
Lee,  Jr.,  et  al.,  that  Tremont  street  be  widened  by 
taking  a  portion  of  the  Common. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  J.  J. 
McNutt,  for  deeds  of  certain  lots  of  land  in  Mai- 
den and  Wareham  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  L?iura  A.  Loriag  et  al.,  for  removal  of  a 
tree  in  front  of  36  E^sex  street,  Charlestown. 

S.  R.  Payson,  for  leave  to  remove  six  trees  from 
Forest  street,  Highlands. 

Philo  S.  Sheitou,for  leave  to  remove  a  tree  from 
sidewalk  of  37  Chestnut  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  st?,oles — 
James  Nugent,  one  horse,  rear  of  678  Second 
Street;  D.  H.  McKay,  new  wooden,  one  horse,  in 
rear  of  Carleton  street,  Ward  16 ;  Thomas  Jackson, 
new  wooden,  two  horses,  2  Sumner  place,  Ward  14; 
W.  H.  Honywill,  few  wooden,  two  horses,  rear  215 
and  217  Cabot  street ;  Joseph  E.  Bray,  old  wooden, 
ten  horses,  Canal  street,  Ward  20;  Silas  Potter, 
old  wooden,  two  additional  horses,  Alaska  street; 
Hugh  Thompson,  new  wooden  siable,  four  horses, 
rear  of  Dorchester  avenue;  Cara6y  Hospital,  new 
wooden,  two  horses,  lot  22,  Old  Harbor  street; 
Moriill  G.  Cuitis,  new  wooden,  two  horses,  Sum- 
mit avenue ;  G.  F.  Parker,  new  wooden,  one  horse, 
24  Ntwtou  street,  Ward  19;  George  L.  Thayer, 
new  wooden,  one  cow,  Washington  street,  near 
Dale,  Ward  14. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Downer  Kero- 
sene Oil  Company,  for  leave  to  lay  a  water  pipe  in 
Midland  street,  across  A  street,  to  connect  with  a 
pipe  i  ii  Grauite  street. 

Mary  Barry,  for  abatement  of  edgestone  and 
sidewalk  assessment  on  Bolton  street. 

F.  Pierce  &  Co.  et  al.,  that  Richmond  street  be 
repaved  between  North  and  Hanover  streets. 

Lemuel  Clapp,  that  Willow  court,  Ward  16,  be 
repaired. 

Moses  Kimball  et  al.,  that  Boylston  street,  be- 
tween Charles  and  Church  streets,  be  repaved. 

Petitions  for  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of  estates 
of  Henrietta  Goldsmith,  Gore  avenue,  coraer  Tre- 
mont street;  Henry  B.  Williams,  68,  70,  72  and  74 
Shawmut  aveme,  comer  Ohio  street,  and  on  Ohio 
street. 

P.  H.  McGlynn  etal.,  for  sidewalks  on  Rutland 
square,  west  of  Columbus  avenue. 

Jonathan  Preston  et  al.,  for  a  change  of  grade, 
etc.,  of  Huntington  avenue,  near  "Art  square." 

M.  Ellis  &  Co.,  for  permit  to  move  wooden  build- 
ing from  Tucker's  wharf  to  130  Medford  street. 

SALARIES  OF  DEPUTY  COLLECTORS. 

The  report  and  ordei  to  pay  each  of  the  Deputy 
Collectors  a  salary  of  $1700  per  annum  was  con- 
sidered under  unfinished  business. 

Alderman  Pow-r — It  -eems  to  me  thac  in  the 
present  state  of  busiaess,  in  view  of  the  general 
retrenchment  being  made  all  through  the  city — 
and  all  over  the  country,  you  may  say— by  busi- 
ness men  in  their  private  establishments,  we 
ought  to  fix  the  salaries  in  this  uew department  so 
that  they  will  conform  to  the  times.  I  think  that 
$1500  is  a  very  fair  salary  for  gentlemen  filling 
these  positions,  and  I  would  move  to  amend 
the  order  by  substituting  $1500  for  $1700. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  suppose  the  members  of 
this  Board  will  concur  with  t'?e  suggestion  of  the 
Alderman  that  it  is  desirable  that  salarie.;  sbould 
be  fixed  as  low  as  can  be,  in  order  to  correspond 
with  the  reduction  taking  place  in  values  through- 
out the  country.  But  I  hardly  think  we  should  be 
warranted  in  reducing  the  special  salaries  under 
consideration  fcelow  the  amount  named  by  the  com- 
mittee. That  amount  was  arrived  at  alter  a  con- 
sultation between  the  Committees  on  the  Treasury 
Department  and  on  Salaries.  Until  the  passage 
bv  the  last  Legislature  of  the  act  by  which  the 
Treasury  Department  was  reorganized,  these 
Deputy  Collectors  received  a  larger  sum  than  that 
named  in  toe  order.  As  near  as  cau  toe  ascer- 
tained thev  received,  under  the  fee  system,  from 
$2500  i>o  $3000  per  year;  but  the  committees  are  of 
opinion  that  $1700  will  command  such  talent  as  is 
required,  and  they  are  not  in  favor  of  a  further 
reduction.  Possibly  the  members  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Treasury  can  explain  more  fully  the  rea- 
sons which  led  them  to  fix  upon  this  sum  rather 
than  any  other.  The  Committee  on  Salaries  were 
influenced  in  a  great  measure  by  the  opinion  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Treasury. 
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Alderman  Bigeloi— I  concur  entirely  with  the 
rein  ai  to  made  by  the  Alderman  from  Ward  8. 
The  Committee  on  the  Treasury  gave  this  matter 
very  carer si  consideration,  and  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  $1700  roas  as  low  a  sum  as  would  com- 
mand the  ability  required  for  toe  sej  vices  to  be 
rendeied.  I  thiuk  that  these  very  persons  have 
been  receiving  $2500  aud  $3000  a  year;  and  $1700 
is  as  low  a  salary  as  we  c«,uld  expect  them  to  per- 
form this  service  for.  I  hope  rhe  amend tuent  will 
not  prevail. 

Alderman  Burrage— It  was  ascertained  by  the 
Committee  ou  the  Treasury  that  the  fees— 1  think 
the  Alderman  from  Ward  8  i,  a  little  mistaken  in 
the  term  he  uses— received  by  the  Deputy  Collect- 
ors amounted  to  about  $1700  in  jcievious  jears, 
arc!  this  year  io  about  $2000  each.  But  the  larger 
portion  or  the  Deputy  Collectors  served  as  Assess- 
ors, and  worked,  tor  the  jityi'i  other  capacities, 
so  that  some  of  them  earned  about  $3000.  Now  it 
is  proposed  to  fix  tbe  salary  definitely  at  $1700, 
the  statute  providing  that  all  th°  fees  shall 
go  to  the  city  and  county  where  they  be- 
long. The  city  is  entitled  to  all  the  services  of 
these  men  ;  they  are  to  wurk  at  all  times;  ac  sea- 
sons of  chejea?  when  they  are  lot  employed  as 
Deputy  Code <. tois,  if  theie  is  anything  else  for 
them  to  do,  ttey  are  to  have  no  extiapay.  They 
have  to  give  bonds  of  $5000  apiece,  and  must  be 
men  of  considerable  ability  and  intelligence  to 
perfd  i«j  the  duties.  It  was  thought  bv  the  com- 
mittee that  $1700  would  be  none  too  little  for  tire 
services  to  he  performed. 

Alderman  Bower— Bscause  the  people  filling 
those  positions  were  receiving  large  salaries  un- 
der what  appear:  ro  have  been  a  poor  system  or 
rather  no  system  at  all,  for  it  couldn't  have  been 
accoruicg  to  axy  system,  when  nobody  Knows 
what  the  salary  was — but  no  matte:  about  that. 
There  are  thousands  of  people  out  of  employment 
who  are  amply  qualified  fo  these  positions,  who 
are  responsible,  and  can  give  bonds  for.  $5000  or 
$10,000,  if  required,  and  would  gladly  take  such  a 
place  for  $1500.  I  have  numerous  applications 
from  such  persons— the  last  ose  w.s  fiom  a  per- 
son who  filled  a  position  in  one  of  the  largest 
establishments  in  Boston;  they  gave  nimthe  best 
recommendations,  ana  will  give  bonas  for  him,  if 
desired,  but  they  have  oo  employment  for  him, 
having  had  to  curtail  their  business;  in  other 
woids,  they  are  coming  back  somewhere  n  ar  the 
oldvtimes. "  And  there  is  no  doubt  but  ths«t  mem- 
bers of  this  Government  will  find  it  their  duty, 
when  they  make  up  the  salary  bill  for 
the  coming  yeai,  to  reduce  all  the  salaries, 
aDd  make  at  least  $200,000  difference  in 
the  salaiies  of  the  employes  of  the  city 
of  Boston.  Of  course  the  salaries  of  city  em- 
ployes are  higher  than  we  pay  in  our  private  busi- 
ness. Now,  I  say,  here  is  a  new  department 
where  we  should  begin  right,  for  it  is  very  diffi- 
cult to  reduce  a  salary  after  oise  is  established  ;  it 
is  a  very  delicate  matter  to  touch,  and  it  is  v.ith  a 
great  deal  of  reluctance  that  any  one  wilt  touch  a 
salary  after  it  is  fixed.  I  know  chat  any  number 
of  men  can  be  got  to  fi'l  those  positions  for  $1500. 
It  is  a  good  salary,  as  times  are  and  are  likely  to 
be.  It  is  about  time  that  we  began  to  set  an 
example  of  economy  in  that  quarter,  as  well  as  in 
others.  I  chink  that  $1500  is  a  very  respectable 
salary  for  gentlemen  filling  these  position?,  and 
then  fore  I  hope  the  -anendment  will  prevail. 

Alderman  Harris— I  bopa  the  Committee  un  the 
Treasury  will  give  us  some  idea  of  what  duties 
these  gentlemen  are  expected  to  perforce. 

Alderman  Bigelow—i  can  hardly  tell  you,  as  I 
am  not  fully  conversant  with  their  special  outies. 
Perhaps  the  Alderman  from  the  Charlestow.,  Dis- 
trict is  quite  as  familiar  wi;h  the  duties  as  I  am. 
They  are  partly  engaged  in  serving  summonses  and 
16aviig  bills.  I  met  one  of  the  Deputy  Collectors 
the  other  day,  and  he  told  me  he  baa  6000  bills  to 
leave,  aad  he  bad  ."just  commenced.  After  all  the 
billa  are  left  they  have  to  look  after  them,  and  if 
they  are  not  xiaid  at  the  proper  time  the  sum- 
mons is  let  \  and  then  after  a  time  a  wanant  is 
issued.  After  all  this  is  done  they  are  expected 
to  perform  any  seivice  in  the  office  that  is  re- 
quired of  them— any  clerical  duties— and  their 
tune  is  occupied  almost  eocirely  by  ths  city. 

Alderman  Bower— That  only  goes  to  show  that 
so  far  as  the  responsibility  of  these  rositions  is 
concerned,  they  simply  require  a  persou  of  fair 
education,  who  knows  how  to  write  well  and 
keep  accouots  respectably.  I  have  no  doubt  the 
gentlemen  select  date  ail  fully  qualifi-d  for  the 
positions,  but  I  was  about  to  mention  an  instance 
of  a  gentleman  from  one  of  the  finest  houses  in 


the  city,  who  paid  him  $2000  a  yeai  ;  he  came  to 
me  and  wanted  to  know  u  there  was  a  good  posi- 
tion here  for  $1000  a  year,  and  he  could  give 
bonds  for  $10,000.  For  gentlemen  with  very  slight 
responsibility,  $1500  is  a  very  respectable  salary. 
I  don't  unoeistano  that  they  have  the  same 
responsibilities  they  had  uader  the  old  .ystem. 

The  amendment  was  lost— yeas  6,  nays*6. 

Yeas— Aiderm  n  Clark,  Harris,  O'Brien,  Power, 
Prescott,  Viles— 6. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Burrage,  Pope,  Quiu- 
cy,  Stebbms,  Worthmgton— 6. 

a  motion  to  lay  che  order  on  the  table,  by  Alder-  . 
man  Power,  was  lost. 

Alderman  Power  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  desiie  to  :ay  that  the  sal- 
aiies or  these  Collectors  for  September  are  due, 
and  Lhey  caunoc  be  pj id  until  this  order  receives 
the  approval  of  the  City  Council.  It  seems  to  me 
that  men  who  have,  rendeied  their  services  should 
be  paid  a"  other  cicy  employes  are. 

The  order  was  refected— yeas  6,  nays  6. 

Yeas—  Aldermen' Bigelow,  Burrage,  Pope,  Quin- 
cy,  Stebbins,  Worthmgton — 6. 

Nays— Aid  ci  men  Clark,  Harris,  O'Brien,  Power, 
Prescott,  Viles— 6. 

Later  in  the  session;;  Al:Urmau  Worthmgton 
moved  a  reconsideiacion  of  the  last-named  voce, 
sayiog- 

I  desire  the  reconsideration  to  be  made  before 
the  Alderman  from  Ward  12  leaves,  as  he  is  com- 
pelled to  go  away  at  six  o'clock.  If  it  prevails,  I 
will  move  io  amend  by  making  the  amount  $1600. 
I  voted  for  $1700  because  I  believe  the  labor  they 
peiform  is  abundantly  worth  $1700,  The  Deputy 
Collector  m  my  ow.>  district  had  to  leave  6800 
bills  and  between  5000  and  6000  sum  mouses,  a 
record  of  all  which  has  to  be  kept.  In  addition  to 
that  he  gives  a  bond  of  $5000  as  Collector  arret 
$3000  as  Constable.  Be  collects  a  large  amount  of 
caxes  by  calling  upon  meu,  and  he  gives  a  bond 
for  tee  faithful  return  of  that  money.  When 
bonds  are  required,  a  suitable  salary  should  be 
paici.  If  the  Board  will  reconsider  the  vote,  I  will 
move  and  vote  tor  $1600,  which  I  think  low 
enough. 

Alderman  Power — I  am  soiry  u_v  time  is  so 
taken  up  that  I  am  obliged  to  lave;  but  1  hope 
the  Aldermen  will  not  reconsider  that  vote  until 
gentlemen  have  had  time  to  look  into  the  matter. 
I  have  no  i  itention  of  depriving  gentlemen  of  a 
just  reward  for  their  s-rvices.  As  the  matter 
stands  now  gentlemen  will  have  time  to  look  into 
it  befoie  the  next  meeting  and  see  what 
soit  of  persons  fill  these  positions,  and  then 
I  think  they  will  be  satisfied  that  $1500 
is  a  fair  salary.  We  ar^  now  establishing 
a  new  depaLtuient,  aud  it  is  very  difficult 
to  alter  salaries  after  they  have  o&ce  been  fixed, 
and  we  should  be  satisfied  of  the  fairness  of  the 
salary.  Io  eveiy  department  we  are  making  an 
effort  to  economize,  and  this  salary  matter  be- 
comes one  that  you  should  look  into.  I  am  sure 
you  will  a'l  find  it  your  duty  to  retrench  lu  the 
master  of  salaiies  p?id  by  the  ciy.  You  will  find 
that  you  are  paying  a  great  aeal  mo-re  than  any 
corporation  m  this  city  pays.  While  I  am  willing 
to  pay  a  large  salary  for  long  and  faithful  service, 
it  is  time  now  for  us  to  see  what  other  corpora- 
tions are  paying.  I  hops  the  reconsidera- 
tion will  uot  prevail,  and  that  this  matter  >*dl 
remain    just   as   it   is  until   the   next  meeting. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  hope  the  Board  will 
reconsider.  I  have  no  objection,  sincej  the  Alder- 
man must  leave  so  soon,  to  laving  it  over  till  the 
next  meeting ;  but  I  am  confident,  that  when  mem- 
bers come  to  look  into  it,  they  will  finu  that  the 
character  of  the  men  employed  and  the  '•esponsi- 
bilitv  imposed  on  tbetn  will  demand  a  fair  salary. 
I  <m1I  not  yield  to  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12, 
or  any  other  gentleman  at  this  Board,  in  regard  to 
econovny  in  tne  city  expenses ;  but  you  must  not 
economize  so  t.s  to  kill  the  object  you  wish  to  ac- 
complish. You  can  yet  a  poorer  sec  of  men  for  a 
less  salary — men  who  cannot  do  half  as  much  work 
or  doit,  half  so  well.  The  Alderman  knows  very 
well  that  in  his  own  business  the  man  to 
whom  he  pays  a,  high  salary  accomplishes 
more  than  tne  one  to  whom  be  pays  only 
half  as  much.  We  know  that  tne  factories  who 
give  the  h.ghest  salaries  to  superintumencs  pay 
the  largest  dividends  to  the  stockholders.  For  a 
pi  ice  like  this  we  wan'  good,  responsible  men, 
and  we  siioulu  pay  them  a  reasonable  piice  for 
their  labor.  If  t,b«  reconsideration  prevail*,  I  will 
move  that  the  order  lie  over  for  one  week. 

Alderman   Power— During  the  pendoucy  of   a 
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subject  so  important  as  this  I  would  not  leave, 
except  that  I  am  called  away  by  otner  busiuess  of 
the  city.  I  nope  the  matter  will  remain  just  as 
it  is. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott  the  motion  to 
reconsider  was  laid  on  the  table. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  FOR  CONCUR- 
RENCE. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

A  cooimimication  from  Directors  for  Public  In- 
stitutions suggesting  sale  of  the  steamtr  Henry 
Mornsoo  cauie  down,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Institutio  s.    Concurred. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  the 
petition  of  James  McBarron  for  remission  of 
taxes,  No.  2  Orchard  street.    Accepted. 

Report  nomination  Thomas  Gafheld  as  Trustee 
of  tiie  Public  Library  m  place  of  D.  S.  Curti*,  re- 
signed. Toe  report  was  accepted  and  an  election 
ordered.  Aldernien  Quincv  and  Prescott  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes. 
They  reported  ihat  Tnomas  tJaffiela  had  received 
12  votes;  he  was  declared  unanimously  elected. 
Certificate  -ent  down. 

Order  to  pay  bill  of  J.  A.  Kelly  ($10.00),  for  ser- 
vices in  Ferry  Department.    Passed. 

Order  lot  Cooimitree  on  Printing  to  consider  the 
expediency  ot  reprinting  and  stereotyping  the 
index  vo  City  Documents.    Passed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to 
consiiet  tire  expwdi  ucyof  placing  a  fence  around 
the  Pearl-street  Schoolhouse  lot  in  Ward  19. 
Passed. 

Order  for  City  Engineer  to  report  the  cost  of 
filling  to  grade  diehard  park.    Passed. 

The  reportand  order  for  the  purchase  of  certain 
lots  of  land  on  Foivth  st reet,  near  O  street,  as  a 
schoolhouse  site,  at  not  exceeding  seventy-five 
cents  a  foot,  came  up,  to  be  recommitted  to  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Instruction.    Concurred. 

An  order  for  the  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legisla- 
ture for  authority  to  establish  instiuccion  in  sew- 
ing at  the  public  schools;  and  a  request  from  the 
School  Committee,  that  industrial  schools  be  au- 
thorized in  connection  with  the  schools  for  girls, 
under  chapter  86  of  the  aces  of  1872,  came  up,  ro 
be  referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 
Concuired. 

Order  for  a  transfer  from  the  Reservsd  Fund  to 
the  "Park  Departmenr,"  of  $6900,  to  defray  ex- 
penses during  present  financial  year,  for  clerical 
services,  advertising,  etc.  Passed— yeas  12, 
nays  10. 

EMPLOYMENT    OF  CRIMINALS. 

A  report  and  order  came  up  for  the  Mayor  to 
petition  the  next  Legislature  lor  such  a  change  in 
the  statutes  as  wid  subject  the  Board  of  Directors 
for  Public  Institutions  to  the  City  Council  in  the 
matter  of  the  employment  of  prisoners  under 
charge    of   said  board.    (City  Doc.  No.  71.) 

Aldetm?,n  Burrage— It  will  be  remembered  that 
the  r-port  of  the  joint  special  committee  ap- 
pointed to  investigate  the  subject  of  convict  labor 
in  the  city  institutions,  recommending  the  passage 
of  the  order  now  before  us,  was  made  in  May  last. 
Since,  circumstances  that  occurred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Inspection  of  Prisons  and  Houses  of  Deten- 
tion, while  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty,  led  to  a 
further  examination  of  the  statutes  and  ordi- 
nances relating  to  tbe  powers  and  duties  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  for  Public  Institutions,  and 
from  irrfoimation  thus  obtained  I  am  of  the  opin- 
ion that  the  otder  should  be  somewhat  modified. 
The  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor  appended  to  the 
report  betore  us  was  founded  on  section  11,  chap- 
ter 178  of  the  General  Statutes,  which  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

"The  Commissioners  in  the  several  counties  ex- 
cept Suffolk,  and  the  Board  of  Directors  for  Pub7 
lie  Institutioas  in  Boston,  shall  cau=e  to  be  provid- 
ed, at  the  expense  of  said  counties  and  city 
respectively,  suitable  materials  and  implements 
sufficient  to  keep  at  work  all  the  persons  com- 
mitted to  the  House  of  Correction,  and  may  from 
time  to  time  establish  needful  rules  for  em- 
ploying, reforming,  governing  md  puni«hing  the 
persons  so  committed;  for  procuring  and  preset  v- 
ing  such  materials  and  implements,  and  for  keep- 
ing and  settling  all  accounts  of  the  cost  and  ex- 
penses of  procuring  the  same,  and  of  all  labor  per- 
formed by  each  of  the  persons  so  committee1." 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  Board  of  Directors  for 
Public  Institutions  in  Suffolk  have  all  the  powers 
in  this  matter  possessed  by  the  County  Commis- 
sioners in  other  counties;  that  they  may,  yes, 
must,  employ  the  convicts  in  such  manner  as  they 
may  see  fit,  and  puicbase  such  mateiials  and  im- 


plements ior  that  purpose  as  they  may  deem  best; 
aDd  the  City  Council  is  compelled  to  furnish  cite 
money  required,  whether  ihey  approve  or  cou- 
detnn  th  -  action  of  the  Board  of  Directors.  Thus 
the  nowers^iven  to  County  Gornmissioiers,  elected 
by  the  people,  in  othercounties,  are  m  Suffolk  con- 
ferred up.ni  a  body  of  men  chosen  by  the  City  Coun- 
cil, three-quarters  cf  their  number  being  chosen 
to  serve  tluee  years  and  removable  for  cause  only. 
This  is  plainly  contrary  to  one  of  the  fundamen- 
tal principles  of  orr  government,  viz.,  that  the 
people  who  furnish  the  money  for  carrying  on  the 

fovernmeor.  shad  decide  by  their  ieprese;:tatives 
owit  shall  be  expeooed;  that  all  who  control  the 
expenditure  of  the  public  money  shall  be  directly 
responsible  to  the  people.  There  is  another  de- 
fect in  the  ftntutes  which  appears  to  have  giown 
out  of  the  somewhat  anomalous  character  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  for  Public  Institutions,  they 
being  invested  with  the  powers  both  of  overseers 
and  (to  a  large  extent)  of  the  Couaty  Commission- 
ers of  other  couuties.  It  is  that  the  Soard  of  Di- 
rectors cannot  be  compelled  to  exhibit  their  books 
and  accounts  or  to  answer  interrogatories  put  to 
them  by  the  Boaru  of  Aldermen.  In  sections  52, 
53  and  54  of  chanter  178 of  t>>e  General  Statutes  the 
master  or  keeper  of  toe  House  of  Correction  or 
jail  is  required  to  Account  to  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men or  the  Board  of  accounts;  and  in  sec- 
tion 66,  same  chapter,  it  is  (jrovided  that 
"When  the  inspectors  (of  prisons)  or  any  of  them 
visit  any  of  said  prisons,  either  for  the  purpose  of 
inspection  or  any  other  cau^e,  the  sheriff,  mas- 
ter, keeper  or  other  officer  having  charge  thereof, 
shall  admit  them  when  requiied  into  every  apart- 
ment of  such  prison,  exhibit  all  books,  precepts, 
documents,  accounts  and  papeis  relating  to  the 
concerns  of  the  prison  or  to  the  detention  or  con- 
finement of  auy  person  therein,  which  may  be  re- 
quired, and  afford  to  them  such  aid  as  may  be 
requested  in  the  performance  of  any  part  of  their 
duties.  The  inspectors  or  their  committee  may 
examine  oa  oath  to  be  administered  by  one  of 
them,  either  by  interrogatories  in  writing  to  be  an-' 
swered  in  writing  \nd  subscribed,  or  otherwise,  as 
they  may  direct,  any  officer,  keeper  or  other  per- 
son, in  relation  to  the  concerns  or  management  of 
any  prison.  They  may  also  apart  and  wit'aout  the 
presence  of  any  officer  or  keeper,  converse  with 
any  ot  the  prisoners." 

In  counties  other  than  Suffolk,  wheie  the  mas- 
ter or  keeper  keeDS  th^  aeeouits  and  has  posses- 
sion of  the  books,  the  law  is  adequate,  but  it  is  in- 
operative in  Suffolk  because  the  party  required  to 
exhibit  the  books  and  accounts,  the  master  or 
keeper,  cannot  do  so  because  he  does  not  have 
them  in  his  possession,  while  the  Board  of  Direct- 
ors tor  Public  Institutions,  who  keep  the  accounts 
and  have  tlia  custody  of  the  hooks,  ate  not  re- 
quired by  statute  to  exhibit  them  or  to  answer  in- 
terrogatories presented  by  the  Inspectors  of 
Prisons  or  the  Board  of  Aldftrmen.  It  would  seem 
to  be  too  obvious  for  argument  that  the  City 
Council  should  have  tbn  right  ana  the  power  to 
inquire  into  the  managemenc  of  aay  and  all  the 
institutions  established  and  supported  by  the  city, 
and  that  the  Board  of  Aldermen  should  have  the 
same  control  in  the  expenditure  of  the  city's 
money  in  rhecounty  institutions  as  is  vested  in  the 
commissioners  of  ottie<  counties.  Mi.  Chairman, 
the  statutes  relating  to  the  Directors  tor  Public 
Institutions  ar^  indefinite,  contradictory  and  con- 
fusing. I  therefore  move  to  amend  the  order  by 
substituting  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  be 
requested  10  consider  and  report  whether  any, 
and  it  auy  what,  changes  should  be  made  in  the 
statutes  and  ordinances  relating  to  the  direction 
and  supervision  of  the  nouses  of  Correction,  In- 
dustry and  Reformation,  and  the  Lunatic  Hospi- 
tal in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  in  order  to  define 
more  clearly  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  City 
Council,  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  the  Directors 
for  Public  Institutions. 

I  will  give  notice  thar  if  the  substitute  is  adopt- 
ed, I  shall  also  offer  the  following  additional  or- 
der and  move  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances. 

Ordered,  Tha'  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  legislature  at  its  next  session 
to  amend  section  11,  chapter  178  of  the  General 
Statutes,  by  inserting  after  the  word  "Boston," 
in  the  second  hoe,  the  following: '-'subject  to  the 
direction  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen" ;  and  also  to 
enact  that  "the  Directors  for  Public  Institutions 
of  Boston  shall,  whenever  required  by  the  City 
Council,  exhibit  all  books,  precepts,  documents, 
accounts   and  papers  ielating   to  the  concerns  of 
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tbe  institutions  under  theu  charge  or  to  the  deten- 
tion, confinement  or  employment  of  any  person 
therein ;  and  furnish  any  information  in  their  pos- 
session respecting  toe  same  chat  may  be  required. " 

Alderman  O'Buen— I  shall  vote  for  the  substi- 
tute onler,  but  as  one  of  the  special  committee 
appointed  some  mouths  ago  to  examine  into  aad 
report  upon  tbi  employment  of  the  inmates  in 
o\ir  public  institutions,  I  would  say  that  I  did  not 
at  the  time  aud  do  not  no;v  consider  it  an  act  of 
discourtesy  o.i  the  part  of  the  Director  of  Public 
Institutions  not  to  ans  ver  quesiions  wnich  we  nad 
no  riaht  to  ask  tbem.  They  declined  to  answer  'he 
questions  from  a  business  staudpoiat,  because  the 
information  would  interfeie  wiih  worS  they  were 
doing,  and  would  al^o  interfere  with  other  con- 
tracts ot  the  same  kino'.  No  manufacturer  or 
btiS]ness  mau  would  like  to  explain  to  competitors 
all  tQu  oerails  of  bis  busi^  ess,  because  they  could 
take  advantage  ot  tlie  braiu  work:  he  puts  into  it. 
In  voting  for  this  order,  I  mean  no  reflection  on 
the  Directors  of  public  Institutions.  After  a  v-,ry 
full  and  thorough  examination  of  these  institu- 
tions, I  am  satisfied  that  uo  institutions  could  be 
conducted  bettei  or  with  mere  economy.  Tbe  dis- 
cipline is  strict,  bm  not  ssvere,  and  taken  as  a 
whole  the  maoaeemencis  excellent.  No  public 
institutions  in  the  country  will  compare  with 
them.  It  may  not  be  known  to  the  Board 
that  while  other  departments  of  the  City 
Government,  have  been  rapidly  increas- 
ing, expenditures,  the  public  institutions 
siatid  tbe  highest  on  the  list,  so  far  as  economy 
is  concerned.  While  the  expenses  of  tne  Fire 
Department  have  incieased  594  per  cent,  during 
the  past  twentv  years,  the  Health  Department 
423  p!-r  cent.,  tee  expenditures  of  the  Directois 
of  Public  Institutions  have  increased  ody  264 
percent.  If  we  look  over  the  list  of  the  names 
of  gentlemen  who  have  served  on  this  board,  this 
fact  is  not  to  be  wonaered  at.  Duriug  these 
years  there  have  been  well-known  citizens  on 
that  board,  whose  service*  were  of  the  greatest 
value  to  the  city.  Mr.  Bradlee,  the  present  chair- 
man of  the  board,  h,s  beeTi  a  faithful  servant  of 
tte  city  for  many  yeais.  He  has  dote  more  work 
for  ihe  city  than  any  number  ot  paid  commis- 
sioners now  in  City  HUH.  Money  could  not  buy 
the  services  of  such  a  man.  While  voting,  there- 
fore, for  this  order,  I  do  not  mean  to  reflect  on  the 
management  ot  toe  boaid  in  years  past,  but  bear 
testimony  to  the  efficiency  and  economy  of  all  the 
institutions  under  their  control. 

Alderman  Burr&ge — I  did  n't  propose  to  allude 
to  personal  mattes  at  all  in  this  connection.  I 
indorse  all  th- Alderman  says  as  to  the  inqiner 
in  which  the  public  institutions  are  conducted. 
The  president  ana  member-  of  that  board  are 
men  of  high  character.  The  gentleman  will  rec- 
ollect that  the  president  and  the  Commit+ee  on 
Contracts  did  not  decline  to  answer  questions  be- 
fore the  special  committee  in  the  way  that  he 
infers;  but  they  d°med  tbe  jurisdiction  of  the 
City  Council,  a:.d  of  course  nothing  further  was 
to  be  done.  It  is  merely  a  matter  of  fact  whether 
the  statutes  and  ordinances  governing  the  rela- 
tions between  the  Directors  for  Public  Institutioos 
and  the  Oitv  Council  are  what  they  should  be, 
aud  whether  they  do  not  need  amendm  nt.  It 
certainly  seems  to  be  very  improper,  to  say 
the  least,  to  have  an  institution  of  that 
kind,  which  should  be  accountable  to  some 
one,  refuse  to  give  information  regarding  its 
affairs;  and  still  worse,  if  ihere  is  no  power  in 
the  City  Council  to  compel  that  informa- 
tion, because  it  is  impoi  tant  to  the  people  that  tbe 
facts  should  be  known.  The  Board  ot  Alaermen 
are  tbe  only  potver  which  can  have  any  control 
over  tb.6  Bo*rd  of  Directors  for  Public  Institu- 
tions, unless  it  is  ihe  Legislature;  and  it  wt>  can- 
not investigate  such  matters,  why  no  one  can,  un- 
less it  is  a  committee  of  the  State  Legislature..  It 
does  n't  recessaiily  follow  that  there  is  anything 
wrong;  but  we  must  have  things  reduced  to  a  sys- 
tem, so  that  the  interest  of  the  future  will  be 
guarded.  We  may  uot  always  hav1}  tne  high  class 
of  men  in  those  institutions  that  we  h^ve  now, 
and  it  is  proper  that  the  bo^rd  should  be  subject 
to  prooer  rules  and  supervision. 

Alderman  Power— As  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  for  Public  Insntu  turns,  it  may  be  proper 
for  me  to  say  a  word.  Of  course  the  present 
board  have  nothing  to  do  wirh  making  the  law  or 
the  ordinance  as  it  exists;  *nd  no  doubt  most  of 
them  were  about  as  much  surprised  as  th«  Com- 
mitter on  Prisons  were  to  find  that  it  did  exist. 
The  Board  of  Directors  think  it  i3  proper  that  this 
body,  which  appropriates  the  money  to  run   ail 
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what  is  doie  with  it,  and  to  ask  all  the  questions 
they  see  tit.  But  I  feel  certain  that  when  the  Com- 
mittee on  Prisons,  or  any  orner  committee,  look 
■  into  the  matter,  they  will  xeel,  as  do  the  Directors, 
that  it  is  not  for  The  interest  of  the  city  of  Boston 
to  make  public  everything;  in  relation  to  taeir 
doings  in  the  inaki?g  of  contracts  with 
private  indiviuuals.  I  think  it  would  hardly  be 
fair  to  a  contractor  to  make  public  what  ne  pays 
for  geturjg  goods  made.  I  have  no  objection  to 
ihe  ordei  offered  as  a  substitute,  but  I  would  sug- 
gest that  the  other  or<ier  be  laid  on  the  table  till 
this  one  is  acted  upon. 

Tne  substitute  was  adopted  and  the  order 
passed  in  concurrence  as  amended. 

The  second  order  offered  by  Alderman  Burrage 
was  then  r.-fened,  on  his  motion,  to  tbe  Joint 
Couimitte1-  on  Ordinances. 

Severally  sent  down. 

THE  PUBLIC-SCHOOL  SYSTEM. 

An  order  came  up  for  ihe  erection  of  a  biick 
schoolhouse,  with  eight  rooms  and  a  hall,  on  the 
city  hit  on  Ashland  street,  West  Roxbury,  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  $50,000. 

Alderman  O'Brien— On  the  printed  list  now  be- 
fore us,  tns  Aldermen  will  see  that  the  most 
important  business  we  have  to  transact  relates  to 
oui  public  schools.  We  are  called  upon  to  estab- 
lish a  parnary  and  grammar  scuool  at  West  Rox- 
bury, at  an  expense  ot  $50,000:  to  purchase  certain 
lots  of  land  at  South  Boston  for  a  schoolhouse; 
and  also  called  upo-  to  pass  an  order  to  establish 
industrial  school-'.  These  and  other  matters  in 
relation  to  schools  might  very  appropriately  be 
passed  over  to  the  new  Board  of  Education," and  . 
this  would  be  consistent  with  ihe  vote  at  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Board,  when  a  peiition  from  30,000 
inhabitants,  or  their  representatives,  at  East  Bos- 
ton to  establish  a  high  school  there,  at  a  verv  small 
expense,  was  rejected.  I  intend  to  vote  for  all 
these  orders,  because  I  do  not  believe  m  placing 
a  responsibility  on  other  shoulders  thatbelongs  to 
us.  The  new'Schf.ol  Boaid  will,  jo  doubt,  be  a 
very  respectable  body  of  men,  but  after  they  are 
elected  and  measure  themselves  they  will  find 
that  they  are  human,  just  as  every  School  Com- 
mittee has  been  befoie  them.  For  this  reason  I 
believe  we  ought  to  take  the  responsibility  on  all 
such  matters,  when  they  come  befoie  us,  and  we 
also  should  have  erven  to  East  Boston  the 
high  schuol  asfced  for  at  the  last  meeting  of 
the  Board,  instead  of  putting  it  off  until 
the  Board  of  Education  are  organized. 
The  Aldermen  fiomWard  9  aud  from  Ward  12 
have  alluded  to  the  alarming;  increase  of  the  ex- 
peudituies  tor  our  public  schools,  aud  the  figures 
given  by  the  Alderman  from  Ward  9  cio,  I  think, 
injustice  to  the  management  of  the  School  Com- 
mitter., witbou' ,  I  tiave  nojidoubt,  any  intention  on 
his  part.  He  stated,  in  bis  remarks  at  tbe  last 
meeting  of  the  Board,  that  tbe  school  expenses 
have  increased  from  $389,879  m  1854-5  to  $2,081,043 
in  1874-5;  and  these  expenditures  are  extraordi- 
nary when  they  stand  alona,  but  are  not  so  alarm- 
ing when  compared  wiih  the  increased  expendi- 
tures of  other  departments  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment,    this  is  the  only  true  test. 

The  expenditures  of  the  city  now  and  twenty 
years  ag;o,  for  all  purposes,  and  a  comoarison  of 
the  school  expenditures,  compare  as  follows : 

Total  City  For 

Expenditures.  *  Schools. 

In  1855-6 $2,381,212  $442,670 

1873-4 20,500,132  1,865,720 

1874-5 20,502,649  2,081,043 

Showing  that  wheie  we  expended  one  dollar  for 
city  expanses  10  1855-6  we  have  expended  the  past 
two  years  about  nin«  dollars ;  and  where  we  ex- 
pended ore  dollar  for  school  purpose*  in  1855-6  we 
have  expended  the  past  two  years  only  about  four 
dollars  and  a  half.  The  ordinary  expenses  of  the 
city  have,  therefore,  increased  far  mire  tapidly 
than  the  school  expenses.  If  there  have  been 
reckless  expenditures  the  responsibility  rests  to  a 
far  greater  extent  on  the  City  Council  than  on  the 
School  Committee.  It  the  debt  of  the  city  has  in- 
creased from  $7,151,149  m  1855  to  $43,414,829  in 
1875,  but  a  small  portion  of  the  respousibility  can 
be  placed  on  the  shoulders  of  the  School  Commit- 
tee. Since  1855  the  expend i  ui res  of  the  different 
departments  have  incieased  as  follows: 

Fire  Department 504  per  cent. 

Health  Department 423    " 

Police  Department 265    "       *' 

Public  Buildings 6H9    " 

Public  Institutions 264    "       " 

Public  Schools 387    "       " 

Streets 322    "       " 

Principal  City  Salaries 125    "       " 

Prinrina.l   fto.nnnl  StnlarmR 74    "        " 
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Included  in  the  school  expenditures  were  $3,771,- 
721  for  scboolhouses  aod  lots,  and  the  average 
yearly  expense  tor  this  purpose  was  $209,540.  Sixty- 
two  scboolhouses  have  been  erected  during  this  pe- 
riod, to  say  nothing  of  what  we  acquired  by  an- 
nexation. The  city  is  now  m  possession  of  about 
2,700,000  feet  of  valuable  land,  devoted  to  school 
purposes,  or  rearly  sixty  acres,  worth,  at  a  low 
valuation.  $9,000,000,  including  fchooihouses  and 
lands.  Wit  a  this  record,  I  do  uot  believe  that  our 
School  Com  nittee  has  been  a  failure,  while  at  the 
same  time  I  am  not  ready  to  indorse  .11  their 
acts.  The  comparison  of  the  expenditure  s  of  the 
School  Committee  with  other  departments  of  the 
City  Government  indicates  ao  economical  admin- 
istra lion  on  their  part.  1  shall  vote  tor  the  dif- 
ferent orders  alluded  to,  because  X  b-lieve  the 
same  necessity  exists  for  them  that  existed  foi  the 
establishment  of  the  East  Boston  high  school.  I 
have  voted  for  all  these  matters  in  relation  to  our 
schools  because  I  believe  thev  are  necessitous,  and 
that  is  the  reason  why  I  believe  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen ought  to  have  sustained  the  East  Boston 
High  School  at  our  last  session. 

Alderman  Prescotc— I  suppose  ttiatif  this  body 
was  he'd  to  the  strict  parliamentary  miss,  the 
gentleman  would  have  been  called  to  order  for 
not  speaking  upon  the  question  before  the  Board. 
The  question  befor«  the  Board  at  this  time  is 
•whether  we  shall  erect  a  building  io  West  Rox- 
bury  tonne  use  of  toe  grammar  and  primary 
scholars  in  that  section  of  the  citv. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  would  call  attention  to  the 
fact  that  they  ask  for  $50,000;  and  when  they  ask 
for  so  large  an  appropriation  I  thought  ic  would 
be  well  to  lai-e  some  questions  in  relation  to  their 
expendituies. 

Alderman  Prescott— The  committee  went  over 
the  matter  pietoy  thoroughly  when  the  appropria- 
tion bill  passed,  and  we  appropriated  $50,000  for  a 
schoolhouse  building  in  West  Roxbury.  I  do  uot 
propose  to  aoswer  the  statements  tbe  gentl-  man 
has  made  in  regard  to  tbe  school  expenditures,  ot- 
to reopen  the  argumeut  in  rsgard  to  the  East  Bos- 
ton higl  school.  If  that  matter  was  properly  be- 
fore the  Board  I  might  have  ao  opporturitv  to 
present  some  other  fact?  fullv  as  strong,  if  "not 
stronger,  than  I  had  the  honor"  to  present  a  week 
ago.  I  wight  show  that  they  ask  us  to  locate  two 
schoolrooms  in  the  same  building:  with  a  criminal 
court,  while  at  the  same  time  South  Boston  has 
been  pressing  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion to  take  two  classes  of  scholars  out  of  the 
building  occupied  by  the  Criminal  Court,  as  they 
say  it  is  an  entirely  unfit  place  to  put  the  chil- 
dren of  any  classes.  I  might  show  that  the  prin- 
cipals of  the  schools,  have  no  more  responsi- 
bility upon  their  shoulders  than  former  priucipals 
did  who  received  only  half  the  salary ;  but  that  is 
no  argument  why  the  heads  of  departments  should 
not  have  their  salaries  increased  whea  the  area  of 
the  city  has  been  enlarged  from  eight  to  thirty- 
five  square  miles;  and  I  might  show  the  justice  of 
increasing  the  salaries  of  heads  of  departments, 
as  additional  responsibility  is  put  upon  them.  In 
regard  to  this  matter  of  expenditure  for  public 
schools  compared  with  that  of  other  departments, 
I  had  toe  honor  of  being  a  member  ot  a  commit- 
tee of  the  School  Board  that  drew  up  the  report 
lastyear,andlhad  thehonorof  being  a  minority  of 
one  in  dissenting  from  this  mat  terof  salaries.  As  tbe 
gentleman  has  said  nothing  against  the  order  now 
before  the  Board,  I  don't  know  that  it  is  necessary 
for  me  to  argue  in  favor  of  it.  An  application 
was  made  for  increased  accommodations  in  the 
West  Roxbury  District  last  year,  and  the  com- 
mittee would  have  reported  in  favor  of  it  then 
had  it  come  a  little  earlier;  but  it  did  not  come 
till  after  the  appropriation  bill  was  made  up,  and 
it  seems  to  be  the  settled  policy  of  the 
city  to  make  no  more  loans  for  school- 
houses.  The  matter  was  brought  before 
the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction  early  in  the 
present  year,  and  they  reported  in  favor  ot  a  suf- 
ficient sum  of  money  for  the  purchase  of  the  lot 
and  the  erection  of  a  building.'  Unless  some  op- 
position is  made  to  the  erection  of  that  building  I 
will  not  argue  in  favor  of  it  now. 

Alderman  Burras;e— What  will  probably  be  the 
cost  of  this  building?  Erfty  thousand  dollars 
seems  to  be  a  large  sum  for  a  schoolhouse. 

Alderman  Prescott— From  the  contracts  already 
made  by  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  this 
year  for  the  erection  of  school  houses,  I  should 
think  the  cost  will  not  exceed  $30,000.  It  was  put  at 
$50,000,  because  that  sum  was  asked  for  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year;  but  since  then  the  prices  of 
labor  and  materials  have   been  so  much  dimin- 


ished that  I  think  we  shall  be  able  to  erect  the 
building  and  furnish  it  for  at  least  three-fiftns  of 
the  amount  of  the  appropriation. 

Alderman  Power — As  the  Alderman  from  Ward 
14  has  alluded  to  tbe  position  of  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  12  on  the  subject  ot  public-school  ex- 
penditures, I  do  i  ot  wisb  to  be  understood,  in  my 
criticism  of  trie  School  Board,  as  being  opposed  to 
our  system  of  public  schools  substantially  as  rt 
exists.  I  don't  wish  to  be  understood  as  opposing 
the  whole  system.  It  has  been  intimated  by 
some  members  of  the  School  Board  that  it 
is  all  very  wel*  for  ins  to  talk  about  tcon- 
omyiu  tlvj  School  Board, but  that  I  and  others  who, 
like  me,  believe  iu  some  matters,  want  to  break  up 
the  school  system  m  this  country.  I  wisu  now 
to  disci  im  any  such  opinion  or  intention,  and  to 
state  that  I  have  iao  sympathy  with  those  who 
are  scattering  about  the  fire  brands  of  sectional 
feeling.  If  tne  tiuth  was  known,  those  persons 
who  are  scattering  thsse  fire  brands  are  not  citi- 
.  zens  of  tbis  country,  and  therefore  haye  no  sym- 
pathy with  our  institutions.  I  believe  that  our 
public-school  system  is  the  bulwark  of  this  coun- 
try, and  that  those  firebrands  who  wish  to 
take  the  puolic  money  for  sectarian  schools  do  not 
truly  represent  the  people  they  claim  to  speak 
for.  I  have  no  sympathy  with  such  efforts,  fori 
believe  substantially  in  our  public-school  system, 
and  will  do,  as  I  have  beieiofore,  all  that  I  can  to 
foster  and  maintain  them.  All  I  have  had  to  say 
has  been  against  the  extravagance  in  running 
the  public  schools;  for  when  a  father  sees  his 
Children  of  four  or  five  years  old  bring- 
ing home  drawing  books,  and  asking  about  angles 
and  triangles,  he  begins  to  think  there  is  some- 
thing wrong.  I  think  it  we  uad  a  little  more  lead- 
ins,  writing  and  arithmetic  taught,  more  of  the 
substantial  and  useful  branches,  in  our  public 
schools,  they  would  be  better.  For  those  reasons 
I  am  glad  we  are  to  have  a  new  management. 
This  principle  of  an  East  Boston  High  School  may 
be  all  right.  If  a  majority  of  the  people  say  they 
need  it,  of  course  they  should  have  it. 

Alderman  Stebbras— I  hav«  always  believed 
that  the  expenditure  of  puDlic  money  for  school- 
houses  and  the  maintenance  of  public  schools  is 
the  wisest  that  could  be  made;  and  I  only  rise 
now  to  throw  out  the  suggestion  that  it  does  not 
seem  to  display  great  wisdom  on  the  part  of  the 
committee  to  begin  to  erect  a  schoolhouse  when 
winter  is  coming  on.  Certainly  it  cannot  be  done 
so  well  in  winter  as  in  summer;  and  why  this 
matter  has  been  delayed  till  tue  fall  of  the  year  I 
don't  know.  I  shall  vote  for  the  order,  but  I  doubt 
the  wisdom  of  erecting  such  a  building  in  the 
winter. 

Alderman  Prescott— The  delay  has  been  occa- 
sioned entirely  by  the  inability  of  the  Committee 
on  Public  Instruction  to  secure  at  an  earlier  day 
such  a  lot  of  laud  as  they  desired.  The  land  first 
brought  to  their  attention  was  fully  considered, 
and  they  finally  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was 
an  uufit  location.  But  thej  have  finally  been  able 
to  secure  a  proper  lot ,  and  ihe  order  to  purchase 
the  land  was  put  in  a  few  weeks  ago,  though  I 
think  tbe  purchase  has  not  been  completed.  I 
believe  that  the  contract  can  be  awarded  at 
the  present  time  at  a  much  lower  figure  toan  in 
the  spring,  and  possibly  the  foundations  can  be 
put  in  this  fall  and  the  work  of  building  com- 
menced early  next  season. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence. 

REPORTS,  ETC.,  FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

School  Committee.  Requests  for  additional 
chemical  apparatus  in  Brighton  High  School ;  for 
school  for  special  instruction  in  Dwight  district; 
for  additional  piimary  accommodations  in  An- 
drew School  district;  for  additions^  primary  ac- 
commodations in  Everett  School  district,  Dor- 
chester. Severally  referred  to  Joint  Committee 
on  Public  Instruction.    Sent  up. 

Inspector  of  Lighters.  Report  for  quarter  end- 
ing Sept.  30:  Vessels  inspected,  296;  cargoes  of 
same,  21,978  tons ;  fees  for  same,  $1159.10;  divided 
by  inspectors,  $1122.48.    Sent  down. 

Chief  of  Police.  Quarterly  report  for  Sept.  30: 
Arrests,  8502— males  6700,  females  1802;  lodgers, 
6473— males  5236,  females  1237;  property  reported 
stolen,  $12,141 ;  do.  recovered,  $21,187.96;  collected 
for  dog  licenses,  $3946.    Placed  on  tile. 

FENCE  ON  THE  COMMON. 

The  Chairman  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  order  of  the  City  Council  for  an  addi- 
tional appropriation  for  the  erection  of  a  fence 
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and  curb  on  the  westerly  Hue  of  Treinont  street, 
would  respectfully  report  that  the  City  Engineer 
represents  to  the  committee  that  in  addition  to 
tbe  contract  price  for  the  fence  and  euro  of 
$10,974,  tli ere  will  be  needed  $1500  for  grading, 
soil,  sodding,  etc.,  and  for  superintendence, 
preparing  plans,  and  contingencies,  $700, 
making  a  total  of  $13,200.  The  balanca  of  the 
special  appropriation,  Oct.  1, 1875,  for  this  object, 
was  $9853.12 ;  therefore,  there  will  be  required  an 
additional  sum  of  $3346.88,  and  tbe  accompanying 
order  is  submitted  to  rn«retthis  want  and  pay  some 
advertising  bill-  outstanding: 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  ot  Accounts  be  and 
he  bereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  from  tbe  Re- 
served Fund  the  sum  of  $3400,  to  be  added  to  the 
appropriation  for  Tremoat-sireet  Mall  Cuib. 

Alderman  Worthingtou — It  will  be  remembered 
that  early  in  the  session  we  had  a  petition  for  the 
widening  of  Trtmont  street,  which  has  been  re- 
ferred to  tbe  Board  of  Street  Commissioners.  If 
we  are  to  widen  Tremont  street,  we  are  not  pre- 
paied  to  go  into  this  expenditure,  which  I  am  con- 
fident will  he  a  loss  to  the  city  in  less  than  te;  years. 
I  have  been  surprised  at  the  large  number  of  gentle- 
men who  demand  the  widening  of  Tremonc  street. 
I  don't  know  how  many  have  come  to  me  and 
spoken  in  favor  of  widening  both  Tremont  and 
Boylsfon  streets.  I  am  confident  that  the  expend- 
iture for  this  fence  will  he  lost  in  a  few  years,  and 
I  move  that  the  order  be  referred  to  the  joint 
Committee  oa  Streets. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  City  Council  have  au- 
thorized the  Committee  on  Common  and  Squares 
to  contract  with  tbe  Cape  Ann  Granite  Company 
for  the  erection  of  this  fence,  and  I  presume,  if 
they  have  done  their  duty,  the  contract  has  been 
made  and  signsd.  The  City  Council  dicecLed 
the  Committee  on  Finance  to  report  this  very 
order,  and  it  seems  hardly  competent  for  us  to 
refer  it  to  any  other  committee.  I  have  no  doubt 
the  contract  "has  been  signpd  before  this. 

Alderman  Barrage— It  ought  to  be. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  committee  were  direct- 
ed to  make  a  contract  forthwith,  and  it  will  be 
binding  upon  the  city  whether  we  refer  this  order 
to  the  Street  Committee  oi  the  Board  of  Health. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  am  still  of  the  opin- 
ion that  it  ought  to  be  referred.  I  believe  that  the 
more  you  look  into  the  matter  the  more  you  will 
find  that  the  people  of  Boston  are  in  favor  of 
widening  those  streets.  This  is  an  appropdation 
of  money  that  will  be  lost  to  tbe  city  within  the 
next  five  years. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  lost,  and  the  order  went 
over. 

Subsequently,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy, 
the  order  took  its  second  reading  and  was  put 
upon  its  passage. 

Alderman  Prescott  —  Has  this  contract  been 
made  and  signed? 

Tbe  Chairman— Tbe  contract  has  been  made 
and  signed,  but  it  has  not  passed  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  Clerk  of  Committees,  and  can  be  with- 
drawn at  any  time  this  Board  so  desires. 

The  order  was  passed— yeas  9,  nays  2.  Alder- 
men Prescott  and  "Worthington  voting  nay.  Sent 
down. 

UNPAID  TAXES. 

Alderman  Bisrelqw  ?ubuirted  the  followiag: 
The  Committee  on  the  Treasury  Department 
submit  herewith  a  list  of  the  unpaid  oaxes  in 
the  city  of  Boston  for  the  years  1869-1874 inclusive. 
It  appears  that  the  unpaid  taxes  on  polls  amount 
to  $382,348;  on  personal  property,  $319,708.05;  on 
real  estate  $423,809.92,— total  $1,125,865.97.  The 
following  table  shows  tbe  amount  of  the  several 
warrants,  the  amount  uncollected  in  each  year 
and  tbe  percentage  uncollected: 

Total  Amount  Percentage 

Year.  Warrant.  uncollected.       uncollected, 

1869  $7,632,006.41  $106,733.81  .01  39-100 

1870  9,052,841.21  102,727.56  .01  13-100 

1871  7,947,674.20  94,288.09  .01  19-100 

1872  8,125,449.23  112,533.17  .0]  38-100 

1873  9,022,187.17  170,140.82  .0188-100 

1874  12.631,488.70     539,442.52      .04  27-100 

$54,411,646.92    $1,125,865.97 

The  warrants  have  been  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  Collector,  who  has  taken  measures  to]enforce 
payment  as  speedily  as  possible. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Bigelow,  the  report  and 
accompanying  statement  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Tbe  following  is  a  recapitulation  of  tbe  amounts 
for  each  year  in  the  list  referred  to : 


Recapitulation . 

Tear.           Polls.  Personal.  Real.  Totals. 

1869 50,936  $42,607.99  $13,189.82  $106,733.81 

1870 46,976         52,776.66  2,974.90  102,727.56 

1871 58,348         30,360.87  5,579.22  94.2S8.09 

1872 62,184         41,519.70  8,829.47  112,533.17 

1873 78,700         39,708.70  51,732.12  170,140.82 

1874 85.204  112,734.13  341,504.39  539,442.52 

382,348      $319,708.05       §423,809.92     $1,125,865.97 
LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  as  follows: 

Intelligence  Office  Licensed— Richard  P.  Har- 
rington, 35  Bromfield  stieec  (transfer  from  Wil- 
liam J.  Hall). 

Hack  License  Granted— Thomas  A.  McCarthy, 
369  Chelsea  street,  East  Boston. 

Billiard  Licenses  Granted— C.  H.  Bliss,  545 
Washington  street;  A.  B.  Bush  &  Co.,  13  'Change 
avenue;  Frank  B.  Brown,  148  Meridian  street. 

"Wagon  Licenses  Grantee— I.  S.  Atwood  &  Co., 
230  Commercial  street;  A.  J.  Carter,  Main  and 
Union  streets,  Charlestowu;  Lewis  E.  Hartshorn, 
express. 

Severally  accepted. 

LAND  DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  orders  to  pay  for 
land  damages  as  follows,  trom  the  Committee  on 
Stieets  on  the  part  of  tho  Board : 

Order  to  pav  J.  "W.  Clapp  and  Smith  "Wright 
$3175,  for  widening  of  Seventh  street.  Read  twice 
and  passed. 

Orders  to  pay  Charles  L.Haley  $7976,  widening 
of  Brattle  ftreet;  beiis  of  Joshua  Bennett,  widen- 
ing of  Auburn  street;  Geoige  D.  Howe,  Samuel 
W.  Swett  ana  Samuel  Johnson,  trustees,  $20,000, 
widening  of  Congress  street.  Severally  read 
once. 

Order  to  pay  Charles  S.  Bates  $7595.35,  for  land 
taken  in  the  rjarue  ot  the  heirs  of  Martin  Bates 
and  damages  occasioned  by  laying  out  Park  street, 
Charlestown,  in  1868,  upon  bis  paying  the  sum  of 
$1495.35,  due  the  city  tor  assessments  laid  upon 
the  estate  of  said  heirs  by  the  city  of.  Charles  town, 
for  betterments,  etc.,  and  in  payment  for  a  build- 
ing purchased  of  said  city  of  Charlestowr  by  said 
Bates  from  off  the  line  of  said  Park  street.  Read 
once. 

TEKKACE  STREET. 

AldermaD  Harris  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Streets  lecommending  the 
passage,  m  concurrence  with  the  Street  Commis- 
stoneis,  of  the  resolve  and  order  foi  the  laying  out 
of  Terrace  street  at  an  adjudged  expense  of  $26,- 
841.36,  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  tbe  appropri- 
ation for  Laying  Out  and  "Widening  Streets.  The 
report  was  accepted  and  said  resolve  ana  order 
were  read  twice  and  passed.    Sett  down. 

MT.  WASHINGTON  BRIDGE. 

Alderman  Harris,  from  the  Committee  on 
Bridges,  submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committse  on  Budges  be 
authorized  to  repair  Mt.  Washington  avenue 
Bridge,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  $1000;  said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Bridges. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Orderea,  That  Mt.  "Washington  avenue  Bridge 
be  clos-ed  to  public  travel  on  Tuesday,  tbe  5th 
inst.,  and  remain  closed  until  certain  repairs 
thereon  are  completed. 

Read,  twice  and  passed. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Sewers : 

Older  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Boyls- 
ton  street  between  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad 
and  Centre  street ;  in  Lamartine  street,  between 
BoyNton  street  and  Oak  place;  and  In  Spring-park 
street  between  Chestuut  and  A  street*.  Head 
twice  and  passed. 

Ordeied,  That  $31.26  be  abated  from  the  assess- 
ment of  F.  W.  Pitcher  for  a  sewer  in  Highland 
street,  and  the  same  amount  be  assessed  upon 
Kate  Marcus;  also  that  f  32.62  be  abated  from  the 
assessment  of  William  II.  Wallace  for  a  sewer  in 
Westminster  street,  and  the  same  amount  be  as- 
sessed upon  Kate  Marcus:  also  that  $39.06  be 
abated  from  the  assessment  of  Elizabeth  A.  Ten- 
ney,  and  $150  from  the  assessment  of  St.  Joseph's 
Church,  for  sewers  in  Circuit  street,  on  account  of 
over-ertimate  of  land. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 
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ASSESSORS'   DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  tbe  following:  from 
the  Joiut  Committee  on  the  Assessors'  Depart- 
ment: 

Report*  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  of  D.  D.  Stackpole  that  certain  taxes  al- 
leged erroneously  assessed  tor  a  series  of  years  on 
his  •  state  34  Chestsr  square  be  refunded;  Ann  P. 
Crisp  and  A.  P.  Breed  for  abatement  of  t<ix  on 
their  personal  ptooerty  in  1871;  an  \  Aaron  C. 
Balo  win  for  remission  of  the  tax  assessed  in  1873 
on  estate  at  corner  of  Essex  and  Washington 
streets,    severally  sccs-pted.    Sent  down. 

Report  ou  petition  of  executors  of  tbe  estate  of 
Charles  Hulbert,  for  an  abatement  of  tax  assessed 
in  1874  upon  the  personal  property  belonging  to 
saio  estate.  Ic  appears  ttiat  Mr.  Hulbert  was  as- 
sessed iu  -May,  1874,  ou  peisonal  uropercy  and  in- 
come, to  the  aniouut  of  $65,000.  At  the  tinie  the 
tax  bill  was  iendere:i  he  was  uot  in  a  conditi  ^n  to 
apply  f  >c  an  abatement:  and  in  February,  1875,  he 
died.  His  executors,  residing  ii  New  York  and 
Chicago,  were  uoable  to  make  themselves  ac- 
quainted with  the  condition  of  the  estate  until 
after  the  1st  ot  April,  aud  therefore  were  pieclud- 
ed  oy  the  law  from  obtaining  any  rechess  from  the 
Board  of  Assessors.  It  appears  fro. a  sn  inventory 
of  all  the  peisonai  property  of  the  deceased  sub- 
H  set  to  taxation  oa  the  1st  ot  May,  1874,  that  it 
amounted  to  $18,103;  aud  with  income  added 
to  §27,579.46.  It  Mr.  Hulbert  had  been  in  a  con- 
ditio i  to  apply  to  the  assassois,  they  wouio  have 
addea  to  the  sworn  value  of  the  property  fifty  per 
cent.,  the  penalty  for  uot  m  iking  a  return  before 
the  15th  of  Juae,  and  abated  the  tax  on  the  ex- 
cess. In  the  opinion  of  the  committee  it  would 
be  tair  and  equitable  to  make  such  an  abatement 
now;  and  they  recommend  the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing, abating  the  tax  on  823,630,  the  difference 
between  $65,000  and  the  actual  amount  ot  oerson- 
al  property  aod  incoaie  wito  fifty  per  cent,  added: 

Ordered,  That  the^e  be  abated  from  the  tax  as- 
sessed m  1874§  ou  the  personal  estate  and.  income 
of  Charles  HulDert  the  sum  of  $369.72. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  would  ask  whether  it 
is  fair  to  assess  the  estate  for  the  extra  amount. 
It  is  well  known  that  Mr.  Hulbert  was  confined  to 
his  house,  unable  tojatcead  to  business,  after  the 
fiist  of  March  or  April  of  that  year.  He  was  quite 
unwell  after  ne  left  thi;  Board,  and  rarely  came 
down  town  to  stay  more  than  an  hour.  It  is  clear- 
ly a  question  with  me  whether  it  would  be  fair  to 
assess  him  the  eztra  amount. 

Aldermau  Harris— That  matter  was  fullv  con- 
sideieu  ia  the  committee;  and  although,  perhaps, 
we  would  hav°  liked  to  extend  our  sympathies 
towards  Mr.  Hulbert,  a  qentlemau  whom  we  all 
kntw  and  regarded  wi'.h  favor,  nevertheless  with 
the  law  upon  the  statute  books  wo  did  not 
feel  warranted  in  recommending  anything 
different  from  what  we  have  recommended,  which 
,is  all  the  redress  he  could  have  obtained  from  the 
Boa)  d  of  Assessors  if  his  life  had  been  continued. 
The  committee  acted  in  concert  with  the  execu- 
tors, who  are  satisfied  with  oui  judgment,  I  be- 
lieve.   That  is  all  we  can  ask  at  this  time. 

The  order  was  read&twici  and  passed.  Sent 
down. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  reports  and  orders 
from  thb  Committee  on  Paving,  as  follows: 

Report  and  order  of  notice  for  a  bearing  on 
Monday,  Oct.  25,  at  4  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  expediency 
of  graatmg  petition  of  Highland  Railway  Com- 
pany for  a  location  of  tracks  in  Shawruut  avenue, 
Columbus  avenue,  and  other  streets.  Order 
passed. 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  Arthur  Pickering  to  be  paid  for  giade 
damages;  Charles  L,  Haley  et  al.,  that  Brattle 
square  be  paved  with  wood  ;  washingtonian  Home 
that  Waltham  street  be  paved  with  wood;  James 
Guild  et  al.,  that  Washington  street  be  paved 
with  granite  blocks  from  Dudley  to  Guild  streets ; 
Jabez  N.  Sears,  for  leave  to  inset  t  an  iion  ice-slide 
into  sidewalk  of  19  Tremont  street;  R.  H.  Waters 
&  Co,,  et  aZ.,that  Central  street,  between  Bioad  and 
India  streets,  be  repaved  with  wood.  Severally  ac- 
cepted. 

Report  in  favor  of  granting  a  permit  to  James 
Meilen  to  move  a  wooden  building  from  Wash- 
burn street  to  Gardner  stieet,  Ward  19.  Accept- 
ed. 

Reports  and  orders  for  edgestones  and  brick 
sidewalks  in  front  of  estates  of  Sarah  J.  Duard,  91 
Centre  street,  Ira  Bradley,  Warwick  and  Sterling 
streets,  and  city  of  Boston  on  Hudson  street;   of 


Asa  H.  Oato'i  and  Joseph  Swallow  on  West  Ches- 
ter park.    Orders  severally  read  t  *  ice  and  passed. 

Reports  and  orders  for  brick  sidat  alks  ic  fiont 
ot  estates  ou  the  easterly  side  of  Berkeley  street, 
between  Appleton  street  aod  the  Boston  &  Al- 
bany Railroad  bridge;  in  front  of  estates  of  James 
Mahon^y,  274  Buiker  Hill  street,  and  William 
Cleary,  9  Decatur  street,  Cbarlestown;  of  Josiah 
S.  Porter,  661  Bennington  street,  and  John  Eng- 
lish, Paris  street,  coiner  of  Porter  street;  of  A.  J. 
Bamford  on  West  Cottage  street;  of  Michael 
Slyne,  182-184  Third  street;  D.  A.  Dunbar,  Third 
and  H  stree' ;  Jane  O.  Parker,  546  Fifth  .tieet; 
Caroline  Tittmiiis,  82  Seventh  street;  Jatet  Dun- 
can, 84  Seventh  street;  Eliza  Dunning,  60  Baxter 
street;  of  Jitnes  Carey,  19  Palmer  street;  George  H. 
J.  Beckrnau,  36  New  Heath  street;  Metropolitan 
Railtoad  Cornp?nv,  Warren  street,  aud  Smith  & 
Jacobs,  65^-69  Warebam  street.  OtOers  severally 
read  twice  and  passed.        » 

Reports  and  orders  for  edgestones  in  front  of 
estates  of  Rodney  Presley  &  Co.,  on  Sixth  street, 
between  B  ant!  C  streets;  of  Annie  M.  Haines, 
Albert  Webster  and  Hugh  O'Brien,  ou  Townsend 
stieet;  of  city  of  Boston,  on  Fifth  strtsii,  Detiveen 
B  and  C  streets.  Orders  severally  re i.d  twice  and 
passed. 

Oioered,  That  notice  be  aud  hereby  is  given  to 
Edward  Taylor  to  clo?e  up  av d  make  solid  the 
bulkhead  in  tut  sidewalk  in  fiont  of  his  estate  on 
Old  Heath  street,  near  Centre  street,  within  ten 
days,  and  in  default  thereof  to?;  Superintendent 
of  Streets  is  hereby  directed  to  close  up  and  make 
solid  said  bidkhead  at  the  expense  of  said  Taylor. 

Read  twice  aod  passed. 

Orieied,  That  the  ^superintendent  of  Streets  be 
diiected  to  pave  Bedford  stieet,  from  Channcy 
streei  to  Lincoln  street  with  small  granite  blocks'. 
Estimated  cost,  $7500. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  Thst  the  SuperintenoeJt  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  Bedford  street,  between  Washing- 
ton street  and  Chauncy  street,  with  buroetttzed 
spruce  blocks.    Estimated  cost,  $3500. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  ot  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  Reed  court  according  to  vbe  es- 
tablished grade  as  recently  laid  out  by  the  Board 
of  Street  Com  nissioners ;  also  to  furnish  and  set 
the  edgestones  and  pave  the  gutters  on  said  court, 
and  report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  of 
said  edgestones. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Supeiintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  reset  tbe  edgestones,  according  to  the 
established  grace  on  Harrison  aveuu-;,  between 
Northampton  i-.nd  Eustis  streets;  also,  to  repave 
the  gutters  and  macadamize  the  roadivay  of  said 
avenue.    Estimated  cost,  $3000. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  Newcomn  street  according  to 
the  established  grade,  aod  to  furnish  and  set  the 
edgestones  and  pave  the  gutters  and  sidewalks 
onsaid  street,  and  to  report  to  this  Board  a  sched- 
ule of  tbe  cost  of  said  edgestones  aod  sidewalks. 

Read  twice  and  parsed. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Worthragton  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Committtee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board  in  favor  ot  granting,  on.  the  usual  condi- 
tions, a  permit  to  Samuel  B.  Peirce  to  occupy 
stable  on  Columbia  street,  Ward  16.    Accepted. 

EAST  BOSTON  FERRIES. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  a  report,  on  request 
of  directors  of  East  Boston  ferries,  recommend, 
ing  the  passage  of  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
East  Boston  Ferries  be  and  they  are  hereby  au- 
thorized to  contract,  at  an  ezpense  not  exceeding 
$50,000  for  the  erection  of  a  new  ferry  boat  to  be 
used  on  the  East  Boston  Ferry  lines,  and  that  the 
sum  of  $20,000  be  transferred  from  tin  unexpend- 
ed balances  of  items  in  the  appropriation  for  the 
ferry  department  to  pay  the  expenses  incurred 
under  said  contract  during  the  present  financial 
year,  the  remaining  sum  of  $30,000  to  be  provided 
by  taxation  in  the  next  fiaancial  year. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  a  report  from  the 
same  committee,  covering  a  request  of  the  Win- 
nisimrnet  b'erry  Company,  for  leave  to  use  the 
North  Ferry  slip,  with  the  approval  of  the  Di- 
rectois  of  the  F&rries  aod  the  committee,  of  the 
passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
East  Boston  Ferries  be  authorized  to  allow  the 
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Winnisiinrnit  Ferry  Company  to  use  the  north 
slip  of  the  South  Ferry  on  the  Boston  side  for  a 
peiioci  cot  exceeding  teu  days  for  foot    passen- 

fers,  while  the  work  of  dredgiag  is  being  done  in 
roni  of  their  slip  on  the  Boston  side,  provided 
said  company  execute  a  bond,  satisf  ctory  to  the 
City  Solicitor  and  Board  of  Directors,  agr  eing  to 
pay  for  any  damage  done  to  the  chops,  slip?  or 
property  of  the  city  of  Boston. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

SWING  SIGNS  TO  BE   REMOVED. 

A'dermnn  B:u  rage  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Coujmitt?e  on  Police: 

Ordered ,  That  the  Chief  of  Po  ice  b  j  directed  to 
notify  the  several  persons  x-  med  ^n  the  accom- 
panying communication  from  tlie  Chief  of  Police, 
dated  the  4th  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1875,  who  have 
hung,  affixed,  erected  or  fasti-ued  signs,  lanterns, 
show  bills  or  show  boards  of  any  description 
whatever  which  project  more  than  one  foot  iuto 
or  over  any  street  theiem  named,  to  remove  the 
same  forthwith  ;  and  in  case  the  said  persons  or 
any  of  them  neglect  o:-  refuse  so  to  do  within  ten 
days  from  the  seivice  o."  this  order,  the  Chief  of 
Police  is  hereby  instructed  to  cause  complaints  to 
be  made,  as  proviaed  in  the  twenty-third  section 
of  the  oMinance  in  relation  to  streets,  passed  the 
20th  ot  October,  A.  D.  1869. 

Alder  go  an  Stebbins--What  streets  d03s  this  or- 
der apply  tc  particularly? 

Alderman  Burrage — This  includes  the  city  piop- 
er,  East  and  South  Boston,  and  the  Cbarlestown 
District,  but  not  Dorchester,  West  Roxbuiy  or 
Brighton. 

Alderman  Bun-age  moved  tnst  the  order  take 
its  second  reading,  and  it  was  so  ordered. 

Alderman  Hatris — I  hope  the  committee  will 
give  some  explanation  of  the  necessity  of  passing 
this  stringent  order.  For  my  own  part,  I  fail  to 
see  the  necessity  of  depriving  parties  in  the  out- 
lying districts  from  using  swinging  signs,  though 
if  there  i?  any  good  reason  for  it,  I  am  as  desirous 
of  having  the  city  protected  as  any  other  Alder- 
mau ;  but  unless  it  can  be  made  apparent  to  me  I 
shall  not  support  the  measure. 

Alderman  Burrage— It  is  known  to  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  that  we  have  already  passed  or- 
ders removing  the  signs  from  Tremont,  Washing- 
ton and  many  streets  at  the  West  End.  It  is 
known  that  they  are  dangerous  to  parsers  by,  as 
was  proved  in  several  instances  last  year,  and  by 
one  almost  fatal  accident  in  Court  street.  They 
are  very  objectionable,  as  to  the  looks  of  the 
street,  and  tbey  defeat  their  own  object  where 
many  of  them  are  put  close  together.  I  think  it 
is  the  general  opinio'n  that  it  is  very  much  better 
to  have  them  out  of  the  way :  the  streets  look  bet- 
ter, travel  is  safer,  aud  a  nuisance  is  got  rid  of. 

Alderman  Harris— Why  do  you  except  other  por- 
tions of  the  city?  Why  uot  make  the  rule  apply 
to  all? 

Alderman  Burrage— In  the  outlying  districts 
there  are  very  few  such  signs,  and  as  the  popula- 
tion is  so  sparse  it  was  not  considered  necessary 
to  pass  an  order  relating  to  them  now,  although 
the  names  are  orepared,  and  if  this  Board  deem  it 
best  the  committee  will  report  an  older  foi  the 
rest  of  the  citv. 

A  motion  to  lay  the  order  on  the  table,  bv  Alder- 
man Harris,  was  lost— 2  for,  5  against. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  desire  to  have  the  order 
laid  over. 

Alderman  Burrage — The  committee  have  no  ob- 
jection to  its  lying  over  if  members  wish  to  inves- 
tigate the  subject. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  heartily  approve  of  the 
action  of  the  Committee  on  Police  in  removing 
those  signs  from  the  city  proper,  and  it  is  possible 
I  may  be  led  iD  the  future  to  approve  of  this  or- 
der;  but  at  first  thought  it  sterns  hardly  vise  to 
make  t'je  rule  apply  to  East  Boston  and  Charles- 
town,  and  the  outlying  districts,  wb?re  ro  great 
danger  can  accrue  from  haviDg  them  remain. 
However,  after  reflection,  I  may  vote  for  the  order 
next  Monday. 

Alderrna/o  Burrage— I  would  say  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  Aldermen  that  the  older  was  pre- 
pared for  the  city  proper,  b'ic  that  term  is  rather 
indefinite,  and  as  the  Chief  had  already  prepared 
those  for  East  aud  South  Boston  and  Charlestown, 
we  thought  we  might  as  well  put  it  m.  Charles- 
town  is  as  thiol?  ly  settled  as  the  city  proper,  al- 
though East  and  South  Boston  are  not.  In  Dor- 
che:ter,  West  Roxbuiy  and  Brighton  there  ate 
not  so  many  signs. 

Th%  order  was  rejected— 5  for,  5  2  gainst. 

Alderman  Burrage  moved  a  reconsideration, 
v  hich,  on  his  motion,  was  laid  on  the  table. 


POND-STREET  ASSESSMENT. 

Alderman  Quincy  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  assevsmeat  upon  the  Depart- 
ment of  Common  and  Squares,  amounting  to  $257, 
for  furnishing  and  setting   edsrestones  ou  Poud 
street,  Waro  17,  be  and  the  same  is  heiebv  ab  ted. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

CENSUS. 

Alderman  Quincy  submitted  the  folio wic  : 
The  Com  mittee  on  Census  and  Division  of  Wards, 
to  whom  was  referred  a  communication  from  the 
Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Statistics  of  Laboi ,  indors- 
ing a  bill  of  Sampson,  Davenport  &  Co.,  for  ser- 
vices in  obtaining  the  decennial. census  of  the  city, 
have  given  the  matter  theattentiou  recommended 
by  his  B  on  or  the  Mayor ,  and  beg  leave  to  report 
as  follows :  It  would  appear  that  the  bill  in  ques- 
tion, provided  with  the  Mayor's  certificate,  *s  re- 
quired by  statute,  was  presented  at  the  office  of 
the  State  Auditor,  and  bv  bim  referred  for  ap- 
proval to  the  Bureau  of  Statistics  "f  Labor.  The 
chief  of  that  bureau,  in  place  of  returning  the 
same  to  the  Auditor  with  a  statement  of  his  rea- 
sons for  withholding  the  desired  approval,  sends 
it  directly  to  the  Mayor,  with  the  following 
conclusions:  "First— The  law  does  not  authorize 
my  approval  of  this  enclosed  bill,  or  predicate 
the  payment  of  same  upon  such  approval; 
and,  Second— Should  I  a  prove  it,  no  appro- 
priation has  been  made  to  meet  tire  same." 
He  further  adds  that  "this  state  cf  affairs  was 
cleatlv  pointed  out  to  and  discussed  with  the 
chairman  on  the  part  of  the  Council  of  the  city's 
Committee  on  Census  prior  to  the  adjournment  of 
the  legislature  of  1875."  It  is  clue  to  the  gentle- 
man here  referred  to,  to  state  that  he  disclaims  all 
recollection  of  such  a  supposed  glaring- defect  in 
the  act  alluded  to  ever  being  called  to  his  notice. 
That  the  same,  in  the  opinion  of  the  State  Audi- 
tor, does  not  exist  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that 
the  bill  m  question,  on  being  returned  to  him,  has 
now  been  paid  from  the  general  appropriation,  so 
far  as  the  same  would  extend,  as  will  appear  from 
the  certificate  enclosed.  Your  committee  would 
therefore  report  that  no  furtoer  action  in  the  mat- 
ter is  necessary. 
Accepted.    Sent  down. 

FANEUIL  HALL. 

Alderman  Prescott  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall  in  favor  of  granting 
the  use  of  said  hall  to  A.  W.  Beard  et  al.  on  Oct. 
7  and  Nov.  1,  for  a  political  meeting.    Accepted. 

*NEW  WARD  ROOMS. 

Aide -man  Prescott  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings bs  directed  to  procure  suitable  ward  rooms 
for  Wards  14,  20,  21  and  22,  to  be  used  at  the  No- 
vember election  ;  also  that  said  committee  be  di- 
rected to  select  and  teport  to  the  City  Council 
suitable  ward  rooms  for  all  the  wards,  under  the 
new  divisiou,  to  be  used  at  the  next  December  elec- 
tion, the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Public  Buildings. 
Reao  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

REMOVAL  OF  BAY  WINDOWS. 

Alderman  Prescott  presented  the  petition  of  F. 
A.  Dewson  et  al.,  that  the  bay  windows  projecting 
from  the  building  of  Aldeir  Avery,  on  Holyoke 
street,  be  removed. 

Alderman  Prescott— This  is  one  of  the  most 
aggravated  case--  of  violation  of  section  77  of  the 
ordinance  relating  to  streets  that  can  be  found  in 
the  city.  When  the  building  permit  was  granted, 
on  the  back  of  it  was  the  following: 

"No  person  shall  construct  or  place,  or  cause  to 
be  constructed  or  placed,  any  portico,  porch,  door, 
window,  or  step,  projecting  into  any  street, under 
a  penalty  ot  not  less  than  four  nor  morethau  fifty 
dollars  for  each  offence,  and  a  like  penalty  for 
every  day  that  the  said  portico,  porch,  door,  win- 
dow or  step  may  be  continued  as  aforesaid,  after 
notice  to  remove  the  same  from  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen, or  some  person  authorized  by  them." 

Mr.  Avery  was  well  aware  of  the  ordinance  of 
the  city  in  regard  to  this  matter.  On  the  23d  of 
June  he  was  duly  notified  by  the  owners  and  resi- 
dents on  or  near  Holyoke  street,  that  if  ho  erect- 
ed the  biy  windows  as  he  proposed,  they  would 
take  action  against  him.  Since  the  last  meeting  of 
the  Boatd  he  has  erected  bay  windows  projecting 
nearly  five  feet  over  the  sidewalk,  sad  be  proposes 
to,erect  another  building  on  tho  opposite  side 
with  bay  windows  of  the  same  character.  These 
windows  have  been  put  out  since  tho  last 
meeti»g    of     the     Board,  and    the   damaga    to 
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the  houses  adjoining  is  certainly  very  large  its  deed. 
After  consultation  with  the  Irsneetor  of  Build- 
ings and  tne  City  Solicitor,  I  offer  the  following 
order,  and  ask  for  its  passage : 

Ordered,  That  Alden  Averv,  ownei  of  the  build- 
ing at  the  northeast  coiner  of  Hoiyoke  srreet  and 
Columbus  ave  ue,  be  notified  to  remove  before 
the  15th  day  of  October  instant,  the  bay  windows, 
sixiu  number,  which  piojectfrotu  said  building 
into  said  Hoiyoke  street,  in  violation  of  section  27 
of  the  ordinance  of  this  city  relating  to  streets. 

Alderman  Worthingtoo — I  think  we  are  rather 
forcing  this  thina\  This  matter  is  now  in  court, 
and  they  are  awaiting  a  decision.  It  seems  to  me 
that  we  ought  to  give  the  parties  a  little  time  to 
be  heard.  If  this  oroer  is  foiced  through  here 
we  may  do  great  injustice  to  part'es,  and  we  cer- 
tainly ought  to  nsar  both  sides.  I  hope  it  will  lie 
over.  For  myselt,  I  am  opposed  to  those  bay 
winnows,  but  I  do  not  wish  to  do  injustice  to  any 
one. 

Alderman  Prescott— This  appears  f>  be  such  an 
aggravated  case  that  it  wiil  warrant  summary  ac- 
tiou  on  the  part  of  the  Board.  The  permit  wa? 
granted  in  the  usual  form,  O"  the  back  of  it  being 
the  section  I  h^.ve  read,  which  makes  r  illegal  for 
auy  ooe  to  erect  a  projection  of  that  kind.  Mr. 
Avery  has  been  notified  by  the  Inspector  of  Build- 
ings and  by  tne  Chief  of  Police;  a  lemonstrance 
wac?  served  upon  bin,  on  the  21st of  June;  but  not- 
withstanding all  this,  he  has  erects'i  those  struc- 
tures, projecting  nearly  fivn  feet  over  the  sidewalk. 
It  seems  to  me  tnat  tn°  circumstances  of  the  case 
are  such  as  would  warrant,  this  action  at  tt  e  pres- 
ent time.  I  have  consulted  the  City  Solicitor  and 
find  that  the  residents  are  powerless  without  tue 
action  of  the  Boaro  of  Aldermen.  I  have  there- 
fore offered  this  order. 

Alderman  Stebbios—  I  agres  v.ith  the  Alder- 
man from  the  Highlands  that  we  should  be  care- 
ful i'Ot  to  do  injustice  to  any  man.  I  have  no 
doubt  we  shall  vote  for  the  order,  out  before  do- 
ing so  I  want  to  hear  both  sides.  If  Mr.  Avery  or 
his  agent  is  present  I  hope  he  will  be  allowed  to 
explain  why  the  windows  are  erected. 

Alciermau  Burrage — The  gentleman  is  here. 

Alderman  Stebbins — Then  I  move  that  he  be 
heard  by  th?  Board. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  think  it  would  be 
better  to  have  the  order  lie  over  so  that  we  can 
see  the  building.  A  large  number  ot  buildings 
are  erected  in  this  vvsy,  on  Northampton,  Wash- 
ington and  other  streets,  and  quite  a  number  of 
hotels.  Before  passing  upon  this  we  ought  to 
consider  the  whole  subject  of  bay  windows.  They 
are  against  the  law  aod  should  not  be  permitted  ; 
but  if  we  permit  them  in  one  case,  why 
not  in  anot'K-r?  Due  deliberation  is  well  in  all 
subjects  that  come  befoie  this  Board.  We  ought 
not  to  compel  a  genfl  inan  to  come  in  here  and 
make  a  sta  tement  of  his  case  in  five  minutes.  We 
should  aive  notice  to  both  parties  lobe  heard.  I 
don't  know  Mr.  Avery.  I  believe  he  came  before 
the  Committee  on  Health  once  and  asked  tor  a 
permit  to  maintain  :-\  cellar  below  grade;  he  was 
informed  that  it  could  not  be  done,  aod  he  acqui- 
esced. The  point  with  me  i3  that  we  should  act 
with  due  deliberation. 

Alderman  Stebbins— It  is  foi  that  reason  I  de- 
Sire  to  hes.r  Mr.  Avery,  that  I  may  nave  some  ex- 
cuse for  voting  to  have  the  order  lie  over,  because 
the  facts  presented  by  the  .Alderman  from  Ward 
9  would  warrant  every  member  iu  voting  tor  the 
order.  There  are  the' facts,  and  there  is  the  law. 
It  is  the  only  case  that  has  been  broughi  to  our 
atteutiOD.  If  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  has 
allowed  this  .voik  to  go  for.'  ard  he  has  not  done 
his  duty.  If  Mr.  Avery  can  make  a  reasonable 
explanation  I  should  be  glad  to  have  some  excuse 
for  delay. 

Alderman  Buirage — The  gentleman  should  be 
given  aa  opportunity  to  say  whether  the  facts 
alleged  are  tiue.  If  he  says  tnsy  are  not,  then 
the  matter  will  require  further  investigation;  if 
he  admits  they  are  true,  then  it  seems  to  me 
there  is  but  one  thug  to  Sr,  and  that  is,  pass  the 
order. 

On  motion,  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  it  was  voted 
to  give  a  hearing  to  Mr.  Avery,  who  said  he  was 
unprepared  to  make  a  detailed  statement,  other 
than  to  say  rhat  the  statements  are  very  muen  ex- 
aggerated,  and  some  of  thsm  utterly  untiue, 
though  he  did  n't  doubt  they  intended  to  be  true. 
He  did  not  own  the  land  opposite,  though  he  had 
a  bond  of  it  from  an  irresponsible  party,  but  it 
seemed  now  that  he  would  not  obtain  it. 
The  ob  ject  of  obtaining  the  opposite  lot 
was  that  he  might  make  an  arrangement  to  give 


a  portion  of  it  to  widen  the  street,  or  he  would  set 
the  building  back,  as  is  the  castoai  all  ever  the 
city.  I:.  stead  of  projecting  five  feet,  th?y  project 
only  three  feet  six  inches. 

Aldt  rman  Prescott— Do  they  not  project  up  the 
whole  height  ot  the  building? 

Mr.  Avery — No,  sir;  they  project  up  only  three 
stories. 

alderman  Stebbiuc— Is  the  building  erected  on 
the  line  of  purchase? 

Mr.  Avery— Yes,  sir. 

Alderman  Stebbins— And  the  bay  windows  pro- 
ject ower  that  line? 

Mr.  Avery— Yes,  sir,  the  came  as  do  buildings  on 
the  line  of  other  streets.  I  don't  say  I  have  a  rig ht 
to  do  it;  but  this  law  has  been  inoperative  so  long 
that  builders  have  disregarded  it.  .  When  I 
found  that  parties  were  opposed  to  it,  it 
was  too  late  to  change  my  plans.  The 
plans  were  drawn  and  the  rooms  let  for  the 
bay  windows,  which  will  bring  in  some  $10,000 
mors  than  without,  and  add  much  to  the  beauty 
ano  symmetry  ot  the  building,  I  am  satisfied  the 
abutters  act  with  personal  feeling  a^aio^t  me, 
though  I  don't  know  the  reason,  asl  have  treated 
them  fairly  and  cndidly.    I  am  laying  out  $100,- 

000  to  omam'-nt  the  street,  and  rather  taau  an  in- 
jury lo  other  residences  it  is  au  advantage.  It  I 
put  in  a  bad  building  it  would  be  comt-lained.  of. 
If  the  Day  windows  are  taken  outa-d  the  fiont  flat- 
tened down,  it  would  damage  the  building  $10,000, 
and  noiioubtl  could  not  get  the  class  of  occu- 
pants who  have  rented  it.  I  have  no  doubt  it 
would  oreak  my  leases,  aod  1  should  have  to  fill  it 
with  bad  teoaots.  I  don't  make  this  as  an  insinu- 
ation or  tnrsac;  but  if  the  Board  have  allowed 
them  to  remain  iu  other  cases,  they  should  be  iu 
this  one.  If  this  building  is  destroyed  I  shall  have 
to  get  rid  of  it  as  best  I  can.    As  a  Christian  man 

1  mean  to  do  honestly,  fairly  and  rightly.  If  the 
Board  could  se  t  the  buildi  •  g,  I  thick  they 
would  change  their  minds.  If  an  order  reniciving 
all  bay  windows  and  swinging  signs  is  passed,  of 
course  I  sliall  asquiesce,  though  it  will  be  a  great 
embarrassment.  My  counsel  is  prepared  to  an- 
swer for  me  in  the  Supreme  Court,  audi  should 
judge  that  tne  paities  feeling  aggrieved  are  well 
aware  that  the  Supieme  Couit  will  not  oidei  the 
bay  windows  down,  and  therefore  they  try  to 
spring  it  upon  me  in  this  way.  I  don't  think  the 
Alderman  who  presented  the  order  has  b-.  en  fully 
aware  of  the  facts  in  the  cas-  . 

Alderman  Prescott— I  have  b?eu  fully  aware  of 
the  tacts,  as  this  is  within  a  stone's  throw  of  my 
residence.  Mr.  Avery,  were  you  not  notified  of 
this  over  three  months  ago  ? 

Mr.  Avery— I  don't  know  but  I  was. 

Alderman  Prescott— When  did  you  commence 
the  erectiou  of  this  building? 

Mr.  Avery— On  the  1st  of  June. 

Alderman  Prescott; — On  the  23d  day  of  June  you 
received  this  notice.  [The  Alderman  read  th&  re- 
monstrance of  residents  in  the  vicinity.] 

Mr.  Avery— I  had  a  notice  of  that  kind,  but  I 
don't  remember  the  date. 

Alderman  Piescott — Have  you  cot  tried  to  ar- 
range the  matter,  so  that  if  they  will  not  com- 
plain you  would  not  put  one  on  the  other  corner? 

Mr.  Avery— I  said  I  would  agree  to  set  it  back 
three  feet.  1  was  going  to  set  it  back  six  feet,  and 
I  would  have  be*n  willing  to  deed  it  to  the  city.  I 
had  then  arranged  for  the  bay  windows. 

Aloerman  Prescott— How  much  do  vou  consioer 
the  damage  to  the  first  house  on  that  street? 

Mr.  Avery— If  I  owned  it  I  should  n't  consider 
it  much  damaged.  The  bJ/y  window  cannot  be 
seen  from  the  first  house;  my  house  comes  up  to 
the  line  and  the  first  house  sets  back  about  ten 
feet.  I  hope  the  order  will  be  allowed  to  go  over, 
and  that  the  matter  will  have  a  fair  adjudication. 
I  don't  wish  to  ignore  tne  Board,  and  I  only  want 
them  to  act  fairly. 

Alderman  Stebbins — After  the  statement  of  Mr. 
Avery,  I  dot't  see  how  I  cao  vote  any  other  way 
thaa  for  the  passage  of  the  order.  Certainly  he 
admits  buildi:  g  upon  the  line  and  projecting  his 
windo-'-s  several  feet  over  it,  in  violation  of  the 
ordinance,  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  rent 
of  his  rooms.  The  people  most  interested  feel 
aggrieved,  and  request  this  action.  We  have  but 
one  course  to  pursue,  and  that  is,  pass  this  order  ; 
and  I  trust  that  Mr..  Avery  will,  as  a  Christian 
gentleman— and  if  he  is  a  Christian  gentleman  I 
believe  he  will— see  that  his  house  is  not  filled 
with  disreputable  tenants. 

Alderman  Harris— I  hope  this  matter  will  lie 
oves  one  week  that  we  may  fully  comprehend  it. 
If  by  passing  this  order  it  is  to  be  understood  that 
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we  are  to  oppose  the  coo  struction  of  bay  windows, 
I  want  to  know  it.  I  own  houses  with  bay  win- 
dows, and  I  want  to  know  exactly  where  I  stand. 
I  hope  this  gentleman  will  leceivethe  same  con- 
sideration that  a  member  of  this  Board  would  te- 
ceive.    I  want  to  know  how  the  order  affects  me. 

Mi.  F.  A.  Dewson,  one  of  the  petitioners,  being 
present,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Wortbington  be 
was  given  a  bearing.  He  said  that  if  tbese  had 
been  ordinary  bay  windows,  as  are  seen  in  a  great 
many  places,  on  private  houses  and  family  hotels, 
be  should  not  object.  He  occupied  the  second 
house  on  ffolyoke  street,  on  the  same  side  of  tbe 
street.  Mr.  Avery's  house  comes  up  to  a  ten-foot 
passage  way,  the  windows  being  about  thirty  feet 
from  Mr,  Dewson's  bow  front.  Persons  sit- 
ting in  his  rooms  can  be  overlooked  by 
those  in  the  bay  windows,  whereas  he 
could  only  seethe  panes  of  glass.  Tbe  bay  win- 
dows measure  five  feet,  as  measured  by  Mr.  Sid- 
ney Squires,  one  of  tho  petitioners.  He  had  no 
personal  feeiing,  except  that  Mr.  Avery  seems  to 
have  acted  in  entire  ignorance  of  the  f  ^ct  that  any 
courtesy  or  rights  pertained  to  any  persons  ex- 
cept himse^,  and  this  had  naturally  excite;!  a 
strong  desire  to  maintain  what  rights  they  had. 
Mr.  Dewson  stated  the  facts  iu  relation  to  the  case 
in  court,  and  explained  that  Mr.  Avery  had  put 
out  platforms  for  bay  windows  over  tbe  pas- 
sageway, from  which  one  could  touch  the  ad- 
joining bouse.  The  Mayhew  estate  is  damaged  at 
least  $3000.  Mr.  Avery's  proposition  was  about 
like  tbis;  If  you  will  withdraw  your  objection  to 
tbis,  I  will  not  put  the  bay  windows  on  the  oppo- 
site side. 

To  Alderman  Harris  Mr.  Avery  said  some  of  the 
statements  were  a  little  exaggerated.  Tbere  was 
to  be  a  hearing  before  the  Supreme  Court  tomor- 
row, and  be  asked  tbe  Board  to  be  patient  for  one 
week. 

Alderman  Pi escott — I  have  consulted  with  the 
City  Solicitor  repeatedly,  and  the  form  of  tbis  or- 
der has  bis  approval.  The  only  course  for  us  to 
pursue  is  to  pass  this  order,  and  if  tbe  windows 
are  not  removed  tbe  City  Solicitor  can  prosecute 
the  case. 

Alderman  Burrage— Ic  is  a  conceded  violation  of 
law,  and  it  seems  to  me  tbere  is  but  one  course  for 
the  Aldermen  to  take  to  maintain  our  dignity,  to 
say  nothing  of  right,  and  tbat  is,  pass  the  order. 
The  patty  admits  violating  the  law;  we  are  called 
upon  to  enforce  the  ordinance,  and  how  can  we 
refuse  to  do  so  if  called  upon? 

Alderman  Quincy— It  strikes  me  so.  Tbere  is  an 
admitted  transgression  of  the  law,  and  in  this 
case  it  looks  like  a  deliberate  defiance  of  all  law 
on  his  part.  To  pass  tbe  order  seems  to  be  the 
only  thing  for  the  Aldermen  to  do  to  retain  their 
self-respect. 

Tbe  order  was  passed,  and  a  motion  to  recon- 
sider by  Alderman  Prescott,  hoping  it  would  not 
prevail,  was  lost. 

constables'  bonds. 

Alderman  Prescott  presented  the  bonds  of  Al- 
vab  H.Peters  and  fifty  other  Constables,  and  on 
bis  motion  said  bonds,  being  duly  certified,  were 
approved  by  tbe  Board. 

NORTHAMPTON-STREET  DISTRICT. 

Alderman  Stebbins  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  North- 
ampton-street District: 


Whereas,  It  appears  that  the  cost  of  raising  the 
grade  of  tbe  lot  of  land  at  the  corner  of  Fellows 
place  and  Fellows  street  was  erroneously  assessed 
upon  Charles  Davis,  who  was  not  the  owner  of 
said  land  at  the  time  tbe  grade  was  raised,  it  is 
therefore  hereby 

Ordersd,  That  the  sum  of  $109.60  be  deducted 
from  the  assessment  made  upon  the  estates  of 
Charles  Davis,  situated  witbm  the  Northampton- 
street  District,  so-called,  under  an  order  of  the 
City  Council,  approved  the  20th  day  of  Februarv, 
A.  D.  1875,  and  said  assessment  is  hereby  reduced 
to  the  sum  of  $4659.20. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  that  under  the  powers  conferred  upon 
them  by  the  City  Council,  tbecommittee  bave  set- 
tled and  adjusted,  and  settled  upon  mutually  sat- 
isfactory terms,  the  several  claim-,  for  compensa- 
tion for  grade  and  other  damages  on  said  district 
preferred  in  the  petitions  of  C.  F.  Burke,  Charles 
Davis,  Bridget  Kelley,  Christian  Bechel,  James 
Duffy,  Anthony  Scharf,  John  Pattersoo,  Karon 
Madden,  Bernard  Lennon  and  John  T.  Monson. 
Accepted. 

Severally  sent  down. 

PAY   OF   CITY    LABORERS. 

Alderman  Prescott  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Committee  on  the 
Health  Department  be  requested  to  report  to  tbe 
Citv  Council  their  reasons  for  not  making  the  pay 
of  the  laborers  iu  that  department  conform  more 
strictly  to  the  rate  of  compensation  established m 
other  departments  of  tbe  City  Government. 

Alderman  Prescott  exnlamed  that  be  offered 
the  order  at  the  request  of  Alderman  Power,  who 
bad  to  leave  at  six  o'clock,  and  in  reply  to  a  ques« 
tion  by  Alderman  Stebbins,  said  he  had  no  fur- 
ther explanation  to  make,  except  tbat  he  sup- 
posed it  related  to  the  reduction  of  wages  in  the 
Common,  Paving  and  other  departments,  and 
that  no  such  reduction  had  been  made  in  the 
Health  Department. 

Tbe  order  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

CONSTABLES. 

Themomination  of  Nicholas  G.  Lynch  as  a  Con- 
stable was  taken  from  the  table,  on  motion  of  Al- 
derman Prescott,  who  said  be  bad  no  objection  to 
tbe  confirmation. 

Alderman  Stebbins  hoped  it  would  lie  over,  as 
bis  information  did  not  conform  to  that  opinion, 
and  he  understood  that  Biighton  desired  to  pre- 
sent facts  showing  why  tbe  party  should  not  be 
confirmed. 

Alderman  Prescott  said  a  gentleman  from  the 
19th  Ward  had  promised  to  do  tbe  same  thing  but 
had  not  done  so;  aod  several  leadiug  citizens  bad 
expressed  confidence  in  Mr.  Lynch. 

Alderman  Burrage  asked  if  the  clerk  or  judge 
of  the  Court  had  been  heard  from. 

Alderman  Prescott  had  not  h&ard  from  the 
clerk,  but  understood  from  good  authority  that 
the  judge  indorsed  the  nomination. 

Alderman  Bigelow  said  he  would  be  obliged  to 
vote  against  confirmation  after  what  he  bad 
beard  from  responsible  citizens,  who  represented 
him  as  totally  unfit  for  the  position. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott,  the  nomina- 
tion was  laid  ou  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris,  tbe  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

OCTOBER    7*    1875. 

Regular  weekly  meeting  at  7%  P.  M.,  Halsey  J. 
Bo&rdman,  President,  in  the  chair. 

DIVISION  OF  THE  WARDS. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  on  motion  ot  Mr.  Whit- 
more  of  Ward  4,  to  enable  him  to  submit  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Census  and  Division  of 
Wards,  as  follows: 

The  committee,  after  referring  to  the  statute, 
said  the  problem  of  which  tbey  were  instructed 
to  seek  a  solution  was  by  no  means  a  rearrange- 
ment or  equalization  of  existing  wards,  but  no 
less  thao  an  entire  redivisiun  of  the  whole  munic- 
ipal territory—  the  city  proper,  with  its  proverb- 
ially tortuous  streets  and  unequally  distributed 
population,  together  with  the  extensive  rural  dis- 
tricts recently  annexed,  into  a  different  and 
greater  number  of  wards,  each  of  which  shall  con- 
tain as  nearly  as  may  be  the  same  number  of 
voters.  The  committee  commenced  their  labors 
with  the  desire  and  attempt  to  obtain  trie  solu- 
tion with  some  regard  to  existing  limits,  changing 
the  same  as  little  as  might  be.  This  attempt  they 
were  compelled  to  abandou,  as  regard  to  existing: 
limits  or  symmetry  of  appearance  upon  the  map 
beiug  entirely  inconsistent  with  trie  chief 
and  essential  condition  of  an  equality  io 
tbe  number  of  voters.  In  view  ot"  the  fact  that  a 
large  territory  in  the  very  business  heart  of  the 
city  is  m  the  matter  of  resident0  almost  as  bla'iik 
as  are  the  Common  and  Public  Garden,  the  neces- 
sity for  great  differences  in  territorial  extent  ano 
also  in  taxable  nroperty  in  tbe  various  city  wards 
will  be  evident.  The  considerations  of  politics, 
wealth,  color,  parentage  or  previous  nationality 
of  the  voters  to  be  divided,  your  committee  con- 
sidered it  tneir  duty  to  ignore.  To  the  e-'  eat  tem- 
porary inconvenience  and  inevitable  discontent 
which  must  be  occasioned  by  the  necessary 
breaking  up  of  old  combinations  ana  sets  ac- 
customed to  act  in  political  unison  the  commit- 
tee are  not  blind.  The  committee  have  en- 
deavored to  follow  principal  thoroughfares,  rail- 
roads and  natural  boundaries  where  this  was 
practicable.  It  many  instances  it  was  found 
inconsistent  with  the  required  equality,  and  the 
attempt  was  abandoned.  The  committee  consider 
it  hardly  necessary  to  call  attention  to  the  fact 
that  anvesseatiai  chaua;e  in  the  lines  her6  re- 
ported of  cessitates,  unless  the  pnaciple  of  sub- 
stantial equality  of  numbers  be  abandoned,  a  re- 
arrangement of  the  whole  and  in  effect  a  new 
scheme.  Should  it  be  thought  advisaDie  to  in- 
struct the  committee  to  recommence  their  labors 
they  will  cheerfully  do  so,  though  whether  such 
new  scheme  would  do  more  than  shift  discontent 
and  opposition  to  other  quarters  they  may  be  al- 
lowed to  doubt.  Tbe  returns  of  the  census  enum- 
erators aie  given,  showing  the  legal  vou-rs  to  be 
68,815,  an  average  of  2867  for  twenty- four  wards. 
But  i*  having  been  founr'  that  East  Boston  con- 
tained very  nearly  enough  voters  for  two  wards, 
ano  that  Soutn  Boston  snd  Charle-town  were  re- 
spectively entitled  to  three  wards,  a  different 
average  was  rendered  necessary  for  the  sixteen 
new  wards  on  the  main  land.  The  following  table 
gives  the  voters  in  the  tvards  as  presented  by  the 
committee: 

Ward  1......................    2.719J. EastBoston. 

3.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'..'..'.'.".'/.!.  2329 

4 2,919 

5 2,908 

6 2,807 

7 2,930 

8 2,959 

9  2,991 

10 2,888) 

11 2,878  >  South  Boston. 

12 2,810) 

13 2,945 

14 3,026 

15 2,999 

16 3,052 

17 2,913 

18 2,870 

19 2,983— Brighton,  etc. 

20 2,948— West  Roxbury . 

21 2,872— Dorchester. 

22 2,660)      - 

23 2,652  >  Charlestown. 

24 2,612) 

Total 68,815 


In  view  of  these  figures,  it  seemed  to   the  com- 
mittee that  the  direction  of  future  increase  or  loss 
could  not  be  foretold  with  sufficient  certainty  to 
enter  as  an   "-lenient   into    the  work   of  division, 
even  if  the  law  did  not  contemplate  existing  num- 
bers only.    The  committee  recommend  tne  pas- 
sage of  the  accompanying  ordinance  aod  order. 
S.  M.  Quincy. 
Clinton  Viles. 
William  H.  Whitmore. 
Dennis  Cawley,  Jr. 
Henry  W.  Wilson 

Committee. 

Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petitiou  the  General  Court  at  its  coming  ses- 
sion for  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the  City 
Council  to  establun  a  second  polliag  place  in  the 
Nineteenth  Waro. 

An  Ordinance 
Providing  for  a  New  Division  of  the  City  into 

Wards. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  Tne  present  division  of  the  wards  of 
the  city  is  hereby  altered,  and  a  ntw  division 
thereof  is  hereby  niade,  and  the  same  shall  heie- 
after  be  known  ano  constituted  as  follow?,  viz.: 

Ward  No.  1.  All  that  part  of  the  city,  commonly 
called  East  Boston,  which  lies  northerly  or  easter- 
ly of  the  following  line:  Beginning  at  the  water 
near  Front,  street,  thence  through  the  middle  of 
Porter  street  extended  and  Porter  street  to  Cen- 
tral square;  thence  acioss  Central  square  to  Bor- 
der street;  thence  through  the  middle  of  Border 
street  to  the  line  dividing  Weebs's  wharf  from 
Jackson's  shipyard  ;  thence  along  said  dividing 
line  to  the  water. 

Ward  No.  2.  All  that  part  of  the  city  common- 
ly called  East Bostoo, which  lies  southerly  or  west- 
erly of  the  above-named  line  of  Ward  1,  together 
with  all  the  islands  in  the  harbor. 

Ward  No.  3.  Beginning  at  the  water  at  the 
draw  on  Charles-River  Bridge ;  thence  along  and 
including  said  bridge  to  Prince  stre-t;  thence  by 
the  middle  of  Prince  street  to  Saldm  street; 
thence  by  tne  middle  of  Salem  street  to  Hanover 
street;  tnence  by  the  middle  of  Hanover  street  to 
(New)  Washington  street;  thence  by  the  middle 
of  Washington  street  to  Dock  square;  the  ce 
across  Dock  square  to  Devonshire  street;  thence 
through  the  middle  of  Devonshire  street  to  Milk 
street;  thence  thiouehthe  middle  of  Milk  street 
to  India  street;  thence  aeross  India  street,  to  tbe 
line  dividing  the  former  Central  whaif  from  the 
former  India  wharf;  thence  along  said  line  ©f 
division  to  the  water;  theocs  by  the  water  front 
to  the  I'oi'itof  beginning. 

Ward  No.  4.  Beginning  at  the  water  at  the 
southerly  end  ot,Charles-River  Bridge;  thence  by 
the  middle  of  Prince  streetto  Salem  street;  thence 
by  toe  middle  of  Salsm  street  to  Hanover  street; 
thence  bv  the  mi  idle  of  Hanover  street  to  Wash- 
ington street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Washing- 
ton street  to  Dock  square;  thence  across  Dock 
square  to  Devonshire  street:  thence  by  the  mid- 
dle of  Devonshire  street  to  State  street,  northerly 
fork;  thence  by  the  middle  of  said  northerly 
fork  of  State  street  to  Court  street;  thence  by 
the  middle  of  Court  street  to  Howard  street; 
thence  by  tbe  midcle  of  Howard  street  to  Bulfinch 
street;  thence  by  tue  middle  of  Bulfinch  street  to 
Bowdoin  square ;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Bow- 
doin  square  to  Cambridge  street;  thence  by  the 
middle  of  Carnoridge  street  to  Lytde  street; 
thence  by  tb-.  middle  of  Lynde  street  to  Levtrett 
street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Levctrert  street  to 
Causeway  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Cause- 
way street  to  Beverly  street;  thence  by  ihe  mid- 
dle of  Beverly  street  to  Warren  Bridge;  thence  by 
and  including  the  said  Warren  Brief ge  to  the 
water  at  the  draw  thereon ;  thence  by  tbe  water 
to  the  paiutof  beginning. 

Ward  No. 5.  Beginniua;  at  the  water  at  the 
southerly  end  of  Warren  Bridge;  thence  by  the 
middle  of  Beverly  sireet  to  Causeway  street; 
thenca  by  the  middle  of  Causeway  street  to  Lev- 
el ett  street ;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Leverett 
street  to  Lynde  street ;  thence  by  the  middle  of 
Lynde  street  to  Cambridge  stieet;  thence  by  tbe 
middle  of  Cambridge  street  to  Blossom  street; 
tbsnee  by  tbe  middle  of  Blossom  street  to  Allen 
street ;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Allen  street, 
across  North  Charles  street  to  the  line  between 
Taylor's  wharf  and  the  Hospital  wharf;  thence  by 
the  said  line  to  the  water;  thence  by  the  water  to 
the  point  of  beginning. 

Ward  No.  6.    Beginning  at  the  water  at  the  line 

"  between  Taylor's  wharf  and  the  Hospital  wharf; 

therce  by  said  line  across  North  Chanes  street  to 
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Alien  street;  thence  by  the  muUU  of  Allen  street 
to  Blossom  street,;  thence  by  the  middle  ot  Blos- 
som street  to  Cambridge  street;  thence  by  tbe 
middle  of  Cambridge  street  to  Hancock  street,; 
tbence  by  the  middle  of  Hancock  street  to  Mt. 
Verxou  st-eet;  toence  bv  tue  aiiddle  of  Mt.  Ver- 
non t  treet  to  trie  water;  thence  by  tbe  water  to 
tbe  point  ot  beginning, 

V.'ard  No,  7.  Beginning  at  tbe  water  at  tbe  end 
of  Mt.  Vernon  street;  tbence  by  tbe  middle  of 
Mt.  Vernon  street  ito  Hancock  street;  tbence 
by  tbe  middle  of  Hancock  streei  to  Catnbiidge 
sireet;  tbejce  by  th-  middle  of  Cam:  ri  ge  street 
to  Bowdoin  sqvure;  thence  by  the  middle  of 
Bovi'dom  square  tt>  Bulflnch  stieet;  thenje  by  tbe 
miidle  of  Bulfioch  street  to  Howard  street; 
thence  by  tbe  midule  of  Howard  stree<  to  Court 
street;  thence  by  the  middle  ot  Court  street  to  the 
northerly  fork  ot  State  street ;  thence  by  the  mid- 
dle of  said  northeilyforkof  State  street  to  Devon- 
shire street;  thence  bv  tbe  midole  of  Devonshire 
street  to  Li: coin  street;  tbence  by  tbe  middle  of 
Lincoln  street  to  Beach  sireer ;  tbence  by  the,  mid- 
dle ot  Beach  street  to  Hudson  street;  tbence  by 
the  middle  of  Hud-on  street  to  K  eeland  st  eet; 
thence  by  the  middle  of  Kneeland  street  to  Eliot 
street;  thenc-i  by  tbe  middle  of  Eliot  street  to 
Tremont  street;  thence  bv  the  middle  of  Tremont 
street  to  Boylston  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of 
Boylston  street  to  Arlington  street;  thence  by  the 
middle  of  Arlington  street  to  Beaoon  street; 
thence  by  cbe  middle  of  Bsacon  street  to  Otter 
stieet;  tbence  by  the  middle  ot  Otter  street  to  cbe 
water,  thencb  by  the  water  to  tbe  point  ot  be- 
gi  uiog. 

Ward  No.  8.  Beginning  at  tbe  water  attheendof 
Otter  street;  tbence  by  the  middle  of  Otter  street, 
to  Beacon  screst;  tb  nee  by  the  middle  of  Beacon 
street  to  Arlington  street;  tbence  ov  tbe  middle  of 
Arlington  street  to  Boylston  street;  tbence  by  tbe 
middle  of  Boylston  street  to  Carver  street;  thence 
ov  the  middle  of  Carver  street  to  Eliot  stieet; 
thence  by  the  middle  of  Eliot  street  to  Warrenton 
street;  thence  by  die  middle  of  Warrenton  atreet 
to  Tie rnont  street;  tbence  by  the  middle  ot  Tre- 
mont street  to  Chan,  ler  street;  thence  bv  tbe 
middle  of  Chandlei  street  to  the  junction  of  Co- 
lumbus avei  ae  z-  a  Dartmouth  street;  thence  by 
the  middle  of  Dartmouth,  stre.t  to  Warren  ave- 
nue; theuce  by  the  middle  of  Warren  avenue  to 
Coluiibus  avenue;  thence  by  the  middle  >f  Co- 
lumbus  avenue  to  Wes;  Chester  park;  tbence  by 
tae,  miauie  of  West  Chester  park  to  the  waiter ; 
tience  oy  tbe  water  t ,  the  point  of  beginning. 

Ward  No.  9.  Begmo'i.ig  at  the  water  at  the  di- 
viding has  between  Central  wharf  and  India 
wharf  as  formerly  etablished;  tbence  along  said 
hue  to  India  street;  thence  by  the  ruddle  of  India 
street  to  Milk  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of 
Milk  street  to  Devonshire  street;  thence  by  the 
middle  ot  Devonshire  street  to  Linco  n  street,; 
thence  by  the  middle  of  Liscolo  street  to  Beach 
street;  the,  ee  by  the  middle  of  Beach  street  to 
Hudson  street;  thence  bythu  middle  of  Hudson 
s tree t  to  Kneeland  street;  tuence  by  the  middle 
of  Kneeland  str.-ecto  Eliot  street;  thence  by  tbe 
midole  of  Eliot  street  to  iremont  street;  tbence 
by  the  middle  of  Tremont  street  to  Boylston  street; 
thence  by  the  middle  of  Boylston  scree.,  to  Carver- 
street;  thencs  by  the  mi:  die  of  Carvei  street  to 
Eliot  street;  tbeuc^  by  the  midair- of  Eliot  streec 
to  W&nencoii  street;  thence  by  tbe  middle  of 
Warrenton  street  to  Tretm  ut  street;  thence  by 
the  midole  of  Tremont  street  (o  Pleasant  street; 
thence  by  the  midole  of  Pleasant  street  io  Wa?h- 
ingt.n  street;  thence  by  the  midule  of  Washing- 
ton street  to  Pine  street;  tbence  bv  the  middle  of 
Pine  street  to  Harrkon  avecue;  tbence  by  tbe 
middte  of  Harrison  aveme.  to  Way  street;  tfience 
by  the  middle  of  Way  street  to  Albany  street; 
the-ce  across  saul  Albany  street  to  Broadway 
strert  aid  bridge;  trienee  by  the  midole  of  Broad- 
way str.  et  and  bridge  t  >  the  a,  ater  at  tbe  middle 
of  the  draw;  thei.ee  by  t'ie  water  to  the  point  of 
beginning,  im  hiding  all  bridges  from  the  wester- 
ly side  of  the  araw  ot  each. 

Ward  No.  10.  Beginning  at  the  water  in  the 
South  Bay  so  called,  at  a  point  opposite  to  the 
ciossing  of  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  *nd  Dorcht  s- 
ter  avenue;  the  cs  by  the  water  tiont  to  the  end 
of  E  street,  including  all  bridges  trom  the  easter- 
ly side  of  the  draw  thereof;  tbence  from  the  end 
of  E  street  bv  the  middle  of  said  E  et.eet  to  West 
Sixth  street;  thet.ee  by  the  mi. , die  of  West  Sixth 
street  to  D  street;  tbence  by  the  middle  of  D 
stret  c  co  tbe  Old  Colony  Railroai;  tbence  by  the 
line  of  tie  wesierly  side  of  the  Old  Coiony  Rail- 
load  to  the  point  of  beginning. 


Ward  No.  11.  Beginning  at  the  wate  at  ihe  e  3d 
of  E  street;  thence  by  t  ;e  middle  of  E  street  to 
West  Broadway;  thei.ee  by  the  midcle  of  West 
Broadway  to  Dorchester  street;  thenc  a  by  the 
middle  of  Dorchester  street  to  Old  Harbor  stieet; 
thence  bv  the  middle  of  Old  Harbor  street  to  the 
water;  thence  by  the  water  to  ihe  poiiit  of  begin- 
ning. 

Ward  No.  12.  Beginning  at  tbe  water  at  a  point 
opposite  the  crossiag  of  the  Old  Colony  Railroad 
and  Dorchester  aveoue;  tbence  by  the  water  by 
the  line  of  rhe  westerly  side  ot  the  New  York  & 
New  England  Railioad  and  by  said  li  e  to  a  point 
opposice  tue  line  of  Willow  coui,;  thence  bv  said 
line  aud  tbe  middle  of  Willow  court  to  Dorchester 
street;  t  ence  by  the  middle  of  Dorches  ec  street 
to  Mount  V  mon  street;  tbence  by  cbe  middle  of 
Mount  Vernon  street  a.  d  the  line  of  the  same 
continued  to  the  water;  the uco  by  the  water  to 
cbe  end  ot  Old  Harbor  stre  t;  the.  ce  by  the  mid- 
dle ot  Old  Haiboi  stiv- 1  to  Dorchester  street; 
tbe  ce  by  tbe  middle  of  Dorches;er  street  to  West 
Broadway;  thrnce  by  the  middle  of  WestBroai- 
way  to  E  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  E  st  .eet 
to  We  t  Sixth  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of 
West  Sixth  street  to  D  street;  thence  by  tbe  mid- 
dle of  D  treet  to  the  Old  Colony  Raiboad;  theuce 
by  the  southwesterly  line  of  said  railroad  to  the 
point  ot  begnniog.  Including  in  said  ward  tbe 
above-named  paicsof  tbeOld  Col  my  a  d  the  New 
YorK  &  New  England  railroads. 

Ward  No.  13.  Beginning  at  the  waer  at  the 
southwesterly  side  of  Broadway  stieet  arid  bridge; 
thence  by  the  southwesterly  side  ot  said  street 
aid  bridge  to  Albacy  street;  tbence  across 
Aibai.v  street  to  Way  street;  th:nce  oy  the  mid- 
dle of  Way  st  eet  to  Harrison  avenue;  tbence  by 
the  middle  ot  Ha-rison  avenu.e  to  Pm-  str-et; 
thence  by  toe  Middle  of  Pino  street  co  'Washing- 
ton street;  tbence  by  tbe  middle  of  Washington 
street  to  Pleasant  street-  thence  by  tbe  middle  of 
Pie  .sait  street  to  Tremjnt  street;  thence  by  the 
middle  ot  r.mont  street  to  Chandler  street; 
chance  by  the  middle  of  <,haad'er  street  to  Berke- 
ley street;  tbence  by  the  middle  ot  Berkeley 
street  to  Tremont  street;  thet.ee  by  the  middle  of 
Tremont  street  to  Mil  ford  street:  tbence  by  che 
middle  of  Milforti  sneet  to  s>ha  rn.,t,  avenue; 
tuence  across  Shawmut  aveote  "io  Bradford 
stieet;  the  ice  by  the  middle  of  Bradford  street 
to  Med  ford  court;  tbence  by  th^  miudle  of  Med- 
ford  cou.t  to  Washington  street;  thence  across 
Washington  street  to  Ashland  place;  theme  by 
the  midc  le  of  Ashland  place  to  Harrison  avenue; 
thence  Dy  tbe  middle  of  Hariison  avenue  to 
Bristol  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Bristol 
street  to  Albany  stieet;  thence  across  Albany 
street  to  tbe  water;  thence  by  the  water  to  tbe 
point  of  beginning. 

Ward  No.  14.  Beginning  at  tbe  water  at  a 
point  opposite  to  the  end  of  Bristol  sireet;  tbence 
on  a  line  to  said  street,  and  Cy  the  middle  of  Bris- 
tol street  to  Harrison  avenue;  tber.ee  by  the  mid- 
die  ot  Harrison  avenue  to  Ashland  place;  thence 
by  the  middle  of  Ashland  place  to  Washington 
street ;  thence  across  Washington  street  io  Med- 
lottl  court;  theace  by  the  middle  of  Med  foul 
court  to  Bradford  street;  tuence  by  the  middle  of 
Bradfod  street  to  Sbawmut  avenue;  tbence 
aci  oss  Shawmut  avenue  to  Miltoid  stie-t;  thence 
by  tbe  middle  of  Milford  street  to  Tremont  stieet; 
tuence  bv  the  middle  ot  Tremont  srfe6C  to  Berke- 
ley street;  tbence  by  the  middle  of  Berkeley  scieec 
to  Coandler  street;  tbence-  by  tbe  middle  of 
Chandler  street  to  tb  •  junction  of  Columbus  ave- 
nue and  Dartmouth  street;  thence  by  the  miudle 
of  Dartmouth  street  to  Treuiunt  street;  theuce  by 
the  middle  ot  Tremont  street  io  Brook  line  street; 
thence  by  the  middle  of  Biookbne  aad  East  Brook- 
lire  srreets  to  A) ban  ,  street;  thrnce  acioss  Al- 
bany street  to  the  northe.t,.-t  line  of  the  city  prop- 
erti  comuio^ly  called  the  Pavi  g  Depot;  theuce 
by  sard  line  across  the  water  to  t-e  westerly  line 
ot  the  New  Y.;rk  &  New  England  Railroad; 
thence  by  said  line  aid  the  adjacent  and  co.  tiu- 
uous  lines  of  Wards  10  and  13  to  tbe  point  of  be- 
ginning. 

.  Ward  No.  15.  Beginning  at  the  water  at  tbo 
noitbeasi  line  of  the  before-named  Paving  Depot 
belonyi.gto  he  city;  thenc--  along  said  line  to 
Albat.y  street;  thei.ee  across  Albany  street  to 
East  Brook, me  street;  tbence  by  th>  middle  of 
East  Brookline  and  Brookline  !  treets  to  Tremont 
street;  thenc?,  bv  tbe  middle  of  Tremont  street  to 
Bartmouth  .-street;  ther.ee  by  the  middle  of  Dart- 
mouth stieet  to  Waiter  avenue;  tneDce  by  the 
middle  ot  Wane.,  avenue,  ro  Columbus  avenue; 
tbe.ice  by  the  midule  of  Columbus    avenue   ro 
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"West  Chester  Dark;  thenes  by  the  rnidole  of  West 
Chester  park  to  the  northwesterly  side  of  the 
Boston  &  Providence  Railroad;  thence  by  ^aid 
Bo- ton  &  Providence  Railroad  to  Camden  street; 
thence  by  the  rmdci?  of  Camden  street  to  Wash- 
ington streeJ  ;  thence  oy  the  middle  of  Washing- 
ton street  to  Lenox  street  extended;  t^e-ncby 
the  midcle  of  Lenox  street,  or  the  extersiin 
thereof,  to  b'ellows  street;  thtnce  by  the  middle 
of  Fellows  street  to  Northampton  street;  rhence 
across  Northampton  street  to  the  Roxbury  canal ; 
thence  by  the  middle  of  the  Koxbnry  Canal  to 
the  line  across  Sourh  Bay,  forming  j  arr,  of  the 
southwesterly  boundary  of  Ward  14;  thence  oy 
said  line  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

Ward  No.  16.  Begin  ting  at  the  crossing  of 
Camden  street  and  the  Boston  &  Providence  Rail- 
road; thence  by  the  northwesterly  line  of  said 
lailioad  to  Cottage  olace;  theoce  by  the  middle 
of  Cottage  place  to  Tn  vnout  street;  rhence  by  ine 
midale  of  Tiea'ont  street  to  Clay  street ;  thence 
by  the  middle  of  Clay  street  to  Elm  wood  street; 
thence  by  the  middle  or  Elmwood  street  to  Rox- 
bury  street;  thence  oy  the  middle  of  Roxbury 
street  to  Washington  street;  the  ce  by  the  middle 
of  Washington  street  to  Camden  street;  thence  by 
the  middle  of  Camden  street  to  the  poiut  of  oe- 
gmning. 

Ward  No.  17.  Begin  ing  at  a  point  on  the  be- 
fore described  li  le  of  Ward  14  (across  South  Bay 
from  the  Pavu  g  Depot  t">  the  New  York&  New 
England  Railroad),  at  its  intersection  wirn  the  line 
of  Roxburv  Canal ;  thenc<-  by  the  middle  of  the  Rox- 
bury Canal  to  Fellows  street;  thence  bythe  middle 
of  Fellows  street  to  Lei  ox  street  or  the  extension 
thereof;  thence  by  the  middle  ot  Lenox  street  or 
the  extension  thereof  to  Washington  street; 
thence  t.y  the  middle  ot  AVasbiogtou  street  to 
Wan  en  .-treet;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Warren 
street  to  Dudley  street;  thence  bythe  middle  of 
Dudley  street  to  Grenville  stieet;  thence  by  the 
middle  of  Grenville  street  to  Winthrop  street; 
thence  by  the  midnle  of  Winthrop  street  to  Blue 
Hill  avenue ;  theuce  by  the  middle  of  Blue  Hill 
avenue  to  Quincy  stieet;  tbenct  by  trie  middle  of 
Quincy  stieet  to  Columbia  street;  thence  bythe 
middle  of  Columbia,  Bo- ton  a^.d  Dorchester  streets 
to  Willow  court;  thence  by  th;  rriddle  of  Willow 
court  ?nd  the  line  thereof  extended,  to  the  west- 
erly side  ot  the  New  York  &  New  Eugiaud  Rail- 
road; tnence  by  the  water  along  the  westerly  side 
of  said  railroad  to  the  line  across  South  Bay  be- 
fore described  as  a  boundary  of  Ward  14;  th-nce 
by  •  aid  line  to  tne  point  of  beginning. 

Ward  No.  18.  Beginning  at  a  point  on  the 
northwest  side  ot  the  Boston  &  Providence  Rail- 
road, opposite  to  the  ena  of  Cottage  place;  thence 
by  the  northwesterly  line  of  said  railroad  to  the 
cro-sing  with  Centre  stieet;  thence  by  the  middle 
of  Centre  street  to  Highland  street;  thetce  by 
the  middle  of  Highland  street  to  Marcella  street; 
tbecce  by  the  middle  ot  Marcella  street  to  Wash- 
ington street ;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Washing- 
ton street  to  Townsend  street;  thence  by  the  mid- 
dle of  Towosrnd  and  Quincy  streets  to  Blue  Hill 
avenue ;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Blue  Hill  avenue 
to  Winthrop  street;  th«  uce  by  the  middle  of 
Winthrop  street  to  Grenville  street;  thence  by 
the  middle  of  Grenville  street  to  Dudley  street; 
thence  by  the  middle  of  Dudley  street  to  War  en 
street;  thence  by  the  middls  of  Warren  street  to 
Wasnington  street;  taence  by  the  middle  of 
Washington  street  to  Roxbuty  stieet;  toenceby 
the  middle  of  Roxbury  street  to  Elmwooi  street; 
thence  by  tne  middle  of  Elinwood  street  to  Clay 
street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Clay  street  to 
Tremont  street;  then -e  by  the  middle  of  Fremont 
street  to  Village  place  j  thence  by  the  middle  of 
Village  place  and  the  line  thereof  across  the  Bos- 
ton &  Providence  Hailroad,  to  the  point  of  begin- 
ning. 

Ward  No.  19  Beginning  at  the  water  on 
Charles  River  at  a  point  opposite  the  end  of  West 
Chester  park;  thence  by  the  middle  of  West  Ches- 
ter park  to  the  northwesterly  side  of  tli«  Boston  & 
Providence  Railroad;  thence  by  the  northwesterly 
line  of  said  railroad  to  its  crossing  with  Centre 
street;  thence  by  the  midule  of  Centre  and  Per- 
kins streets  to  Pond  street;  thence  by  the  middle 
of  Pond  street  to  the  boundary  between  Boston 
and  Brooklme;  theoce  ooitherly,  then  westerly 
and  then  southerly,  to  ihe  boundary  of  Newton, 
near  tjhe  Chestnut-Hill  Reservoir;  thence  by  the 
boundary  between  Newton  and  that  part  of  Bos- 
ton formerly  called  Brighton,  to  Charles  River; 
thence  bv  the  water  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

Ward  No.  20.  Beginning  at  the  boundary  hoe 
between  Boston  and  Brookline  at  the  crossing  with 


Pond  street,  thence  by  the  middle  of  Pond  street 
to  Peikins  street,  tberce  by  the  midale  of  Perkins 
and  Centre  streets  to  Highland  stieet,  the  nee  by 
the  middle  of  Higblaiu.  street  ro  Marcella  street, 
thence  by  the  miudle  of  Marcella  stieet  to  Wash- 
ington stnet,  tne  nee  bythe  middie  ot  Saawmut 
avenue  to  Townsend  stieet,  thence  by  the  middle 
of  Townsend  and  Qui.  cy  streets  to  Blue  Hill 
avenue,  theuca  by  the  middle  of  Blue  Hill  avenue 
to  Back  street,  thence  by  ths  middle  of  Back 
street  to  tne  boundary  line  between  Boston  and 
Hyde  Park,  thence  by  the  boundarv  lines  between 
that  part  of  Boston  tortuerly  called  West  Roxbury 
and  the  adjacent  towns,  to  the  point,  of  beginning. 

Ward  21.  Beginning  on  the  boundary  liue 
bttweea  Boston  and  Hyde  Park,  ai  the  crossing 
with  Back  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Back 
street  to  Blue  Hill  avenue;  theoce  by  the  middle 
of  Blue  Hill  avenue  to  Quincy  stieet;  thence  by 
the  middle  of  Quincy  street  to  Columbia  street; 
theoce  by  the  midcle  of  Columbia,  Boston  and. 
Dorchester  streets  10  Mt.  Vernon  street;  thence 
by  ths  middle  of  Mt.  Vernon  street  and  the  Une 
thereof  extended  to  the  water;  thence  by  the 
boundaries  as  heretofore  e-tablished  of  that  part 
of  Boston  formerly  called  Dorchester  to  the  point 
of  beginning. 

Ward  No,  22.  Beginning  at  the  water  on  the 
Charlestown  side  on  the  southwesterly  liue  of  the 
navy  yard,  towards  Caswell's  wharf;  thence  by 
saia  line  to  Adams  street;  thence  across  Adams 
street  to  Mt.  Vernon  street;  thence  by  the  middle 
ot  Mt.  Vernon  street  to  Mt.  Vernon  avenue; 
thence  by  the  middl-  of  MA.  Vernon  avenue  to 
Chestnut  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Chest- 
nut street  *o  the  easterly  part  of  Monument 
square;  thence  by  the  middle  of  the  said  easterly 
part  of  Monument  square  to  High  street;  thence 
by  the  middle  ot  High  street  to  Walker  street; 
thence  through  the  middle  of  Walker  street  to 
Main  street;  rberce  through  the  middle  of  Main 
street  to  Lincoln  street;  thence  thiough  the  mid- 
dle of  Lincoln  street  and  the  line  thereof  extended 
to  the  water;  thence  by  the  water  to  the  point  of 
beginning. 

Ward  No.  23.  Beginning  at  the  corner  of  High 
and  Pearl  streets;  thence  oy  the  middle  of  Pearl 
street  to  Medtord  street;  thence  by  th"  middle  of 
Medford  street  to  the  easterly  line  of  Brooks's 
wharf ;  thence  by  said  line  to  the  boundary  line 
in  ths  Mystic  River  between  Boston  and  Everett 
and  Chelsea;  theoce  along  said  line  to  the  north- 
easterly line  of  lhi  navy  yard  ;  thence  along  the 
said  liue  to  Adams  street;  thence  along  Adams 
street  on  the  northwesterly  line  of  the  navy  ;yard 
to  Mt.  Vernon  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of 
Mt.  Vernon  street  to  Mt.  Vernon  avenue;  thence 
by  the  middle  of  Mt.  Vernon  avenue  to  Chestnut 
street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Chestnut  street  to 
the  east  side  of  Moou  nent  square;  thence  by  the 
middle  of  the  east  side  of  Monument  square  to 
High  street;  tnence  by  the  midale  of  High  street 
to  the  point  of  beginning. 

Ward  No.  24.  All  that  part  of  Boston  formerly 
known  as  Charlestown  and  cot  comprised  in 
Wards  22  and  23  as  before  oescribed.  Bein?  all 
that  part  ot  Boston  as  aforesaid  lyiug  westerly  or 
northerly  of  th-.  following  line:  Beginning  at  the 
water  at  a  point  opposite  the  end  of  Liucoln 
street;  thence  bythe  middle  of  Lincoln  street  to 
Main  street;  thence  by  th=>  middle  of  Main  street 
to  Walter  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Walker 
street  to  High  street;  thence  cy  the  middle  of 
High  street  to  P.-arl  stieet;  thence  bv  the  middle 
of  Pearl  street  to  Medford  street;  thence  bythe 
middle  of  Medtord  street  to  the  easterly  line  of 
Brooks's  wharf;  thence  by  said  line  to  the  water. 

Seer.  No.  2.  This  ordinance  shall  take  effect  on 
and  after  the  10tn  day  of  November  next. 

The  report  and  tie  accompanying  map  showing 
the  ward  line'  were  laid  on  'the  table  ana  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOAKD  OF  ALDERMEN  FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Pititions  and  requests  of  Subool  Committee  sev- 
erally referred  in  t  oncurience,  and  reports  of  city 
officers  placed  on  file. 

Reference  to  Committee  on  Overseers  of  Poor  of 
a  message  from  the  Mayor  announcing  the  death 
of  Dr.  Ira  Allec,  with  instructions  tar  said  com- 
mittee to  nominate  a  candidate  to  fill  vacancy  in 
the  Board  of  Overseers.    Concurred. 

Reports  of  laave  to  withdiaw  on  petitions  of 

1.  A.  P.  Crisp  et  al.,  for  abatement  of  tax  of  1871; 

2.  A.  C.  Baldwin,  that  tax  of  1873  on  bis  property 
be  refunded;  3.  D.  D.  Stackpole,  that  a  certain 
portion  of  his  tax  be  refunded.  Severally  ac- 
cepted. 
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Report  no  fuither  actio d  necessary  on  the  sub- 
ject of  tbe  bill  of  Sampson,  Davenport  &  Co.,  for 
taking  decennial  census. 

Mr.  Whitinore  of  Ward  4 — 1  desire  to  make  a 
brief  personal  explanation  in  regard  to  a  reference 
maue  to  a.e,  because  the  head  of  the  Bureau  of 
Statistics  was  not  quite  satisfied  with  lhewaym 
which  the  report  stancs.  We  have  had  a  conver- 
sation and  have  come  to  a  perfec*.  Agreement  as  to 
what  was  said,  and  I  beg  leave  to  make  a  brief 
statement  in  regard  to  it  to  the  following  effect: 
I  had  an  interview  with  the  head  of  the  Bureau  of 
Industrial  Statistics  m  March,  while  the  act  was 
being  fram-d,  at  which  time  he  expressed  the 
belief  that  the  Boston  employes* could  not  be  paid 
from  the  approoiiatioii  bill  then  pending  or  just 
passed.  I  suggested  r bat  an  additional  appropri- 
ation might  be  asked  for,  or,  at  the  worst,  the  city 
might  advance  the  moi-ey  rrom  October  to  Jan- 
uary. Afterwards  I  was  assured  by  a  representa- 
tive from  this  city  that  the  appropriation  was  all 
right,  aud  I  never  inquired  further,  "nor  did  I  have 
occasion  10  see  Col  on  =1  Wright  afterwards,  it  is, 
perhaps,  to  be  regretted  that  I  did  not  see  him,  as 
in  that  case  the  whole  discussiou  would  never 
have  arisen.  I  have  seen  Colonel  Wright  recently, 
and  he  agrees  entirely  in  this  statement.  It  may 
be  weU,  therefore,  co  let  ihe  matter  rest,  with  the 
understanding  tost  both  the  bureau  and  the  com- 
mutes have  endeavored  throughout  to  act  harmo- 
niously and  for  the  public  interest. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Report  lhat  the  claims  of  C.  F.  Burke,  Charles 
Davis  et  al.,  lor  damages  to  their  estates  on  North- 
ampton-street District,  havo  bee-n  satisfactorily 
adjusted.    Accepted. 

Certificate  of  election  of  Thomas  Gaffield  as 
Trustee  of  the  Public  Libxaiy,  in  place  of  D.  S. 
Curtis,  resigned.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynu  of 
Ward  7,  the  eltesion  was  postponed  for  one  week, 
to  allow  members  who  desire  to  vote  for  another 
candidate,  Hon.  George  S.  HjTard,  to  procure  the 
ballots  which,  by  some  inadvertence,  were  not  on 
the  table  this  evening. 

Order  for  a  reduction  of  $109.60  from  i he  as- 
sessment on  the  estates  of  Charles  Davis  on 
Northampton-street  District,  ihe  same  having 
been  erroneously  levied.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  to  allow  the  Wmnisimmet 
Ferry  Co.  to  use  the  north  slip  of  the  Souta  Ferry 
on  the  boston  side  for  ten  days,  while  the  work  of 
dredging  is  being  done  in  front  of  their  slip.  Or- 
der read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  for  the  Collector  of  Taxes  to  receive  a  de- 
posit of  money  to  abide  the  results  of  certain  suits 
now  panding  against  the  city,  in  relation  to  as- 
sessments on  John  M.  Way,  for  the  cons.mccion 
of  a  sewer  in.  CopelaDd  st:eet;  and  authorizing 
the  Mayor  to  esecute  a  ielease  of  all  claioos  of  the 
city  upon  the  estates.     Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  a  contract  for  a 
new  feiry  boat,  and  for  the  transfer  ot  $20,000 
from  the  unexpended  balances  of  items  in  the 
ferry  appropriation,  to  pay  tbe  expenses  of  the 
same  for  the  present  financial  year;  the  renam- 
ing sum  of  $30,000  to  be  provided  by  taxation  next 
year.  Order  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule  and  passed— yeas  53,  nays  0. 

Order  for  the  Conmictee  on  Public  Buildings  to 
procure  ward  rooms  for  Wrrds  20,  21  and  22,  to  be 
used  at  the  November  election,  and  to  select  and 
report  to  the  City  Council  suitable  ward  rooms 
for  all  the  wards  under  the  new  division,  to  be 
used  at  the  December  election.  Read  twice  un- 
der a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on  morion  of  Mr. 
Moirison  of  Ward  9,  and  passed. 

Report  aud  order  for  a  transfer  of  $3400  from 
the  Reserved  Fund,  to  be  added  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Tremont-street  Mall  Curb.  Order  read 
twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  oo  ccotion  of 
Mr.Guildof  Waid  6, and  rejected  (two-thirds  boing 
necessary)— yeas  44,  nays  7. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Anderson,  Beal,  Brackeit,  Bur- 
gess, Collins,  Crocker,  Cusbing,  Cushmau, Damon, 
Day,  Deveteux,  Felt,  Fitzgerald,  Fitzpatrick, 
Flyua,  Goldthwaii,  Guild,  Harmon,  Hicks, 
Hiscock,  Howes,  Jaques,  Kelley,  Kimball,  Kings- 
bury, Kiugsley,  Leighton,  Loring,  Moley ,  Mooney, 
Morrison,  Newton,  Paiker,  Pierce,  Power,  Smith, 
Sprague,  Sweetser,  Tiain,  Trull,  Wadsworth, 
Walbndge,  Walsh,  Wilbur-44. 

Nay.-; -Messrs.  Clarke,  Ed  wards,  Noyes,  Touch- 
er, Whitmore,  Willcutt,  Wilson— 7. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Barry,  Bant, 
Burditt,  Cawley,  Coyle,  Curtis, Duggan,  Hamgan, 
Lappm,  Long,  Murray,  Osborne,  Page,  Peabody, 
Perkins,  Rice,  Sampson,  Shaw,  Sibley,  Stacey, 
^hucomb,  Woods— 22. 


CHARLES  HUMBERT'S  ESTATE. 

A  report  and  order  came  down  ior  ao  abatement 
of  $369.72  torn  the  tax  of  1874  on  the  estate  of  the 
late  Charles  Haloert. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Wurd  5— Common  justice  and  fair- 
ness to  the  citizens  and  taxpayers  of  Boston  de- 
mand that  a  better  explanation  shoulo  be  made. 
Do  I  understand  from  the  report  that  the  assess- 
ment of  fiftv  per  cent,  in  advance  is  to  be  abated? 

The  Presideut-That  is  rbe  wordingof  tn^  jeport. 
The  Chair  understands  that  it  is  proposed  to  give 
to  the  estate  of  Mr.  Holbert  what  he  would  nave 
been  entitb  d  to  had  ne  been  living. 

Mr.  Shaw — The  honoiable  Alderman  ha«  gone 
to  that  long  home  from  which  no  taxpavet  or 
traveller  returns;  but,  sir,  be  w;*s  in  the  receipt  of 
a  large  income,  and  because  he  was  an  Alderman  he 
should  not  receive  any  more  consideration  than  a 
member  of  the  Common  Council  or  za  humble  poll- 
tax  payer  of  $2.  I  don't  rise  to  object  to  the  or- 
der, but  I  desire  more  explanation.  I  have  had 
notice  from  some  of  my  constituents  that  the  pay- 
ment of  the  poll  taxes  assessed  upon  them  is  to  be 
enforced  by  the  Collector  this  year,— that  the  pay- 
ment of  the  $2  poll  tax  which  the  poor  man  has 
not  been  able  io  pay  is  to  b"  enforced  upon  him. 
Well,  sir,  but  here  is  tbe  estste  of  an  Alder- 
man, with  a  large  property,  whei'f  the  tax  is 
to  ba  reduced  $369.72.  That  will  pay  the  poll 
taxes  of  many  poor  people  of  Bostoo.  It  may 
be  right,  but  I  want  more  explanation  coan  is 
given  in  tbat  report.  Mr.  Rulbert  left  a  large 
property— I  had  almost  called  bim  a  millionuaire 
— and  after  bis  decease  it  is  proposed  to  reduce 
the  amoimt  of  tbe  le^al  taxes  assessed  upon  him. 
Is  that  justice  and  equality  to  every  citizen  of 
Boston?  I  wast  some  one  of  the  cornmittep  to 
give  the  res.son  tor  it  more  fully  thaa  the  report 
states.  The  millionnairs  dies  and  his  tax  is  re- 
duced ;  the  poll  tax  of  two  dollars  is  to 
be  enforced,  and  the  poor  man  impressed— 
it  may  be,  sent  to  the  common  jail— if  he 
does  n't  pay  it.  Give  us  justice;  give  us 
equal  rights;  that  is  all  I  ask.  If  anv 
gentleman  will  rise  in  hisplace  and  state  the  lea- 
son  for  a  recuction  of  this  tax,  I  will  vote  for  it; 
but  until  I  see  the  necessity  of  it,  I  will  not  vote 
for  it.  It  is  gross  inequality  to  the  people.  I 
want  this  question  answered  in  justice  aud  fair- 
ness to  the  citizens  of  Boston. 

Mr.  Harrigai  of  Ward  1— I  am  oe  tte  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  thy  Assessors'  Department,  aod  neither 
the  assessors  nor  tbe  committee  have  been  able  to 
find  the  property  that  Mr.  Hulbort  wa3  reputed 
to  be  worth.  We  called  witnesses  befoie  us, 
questioned  his  executors,  and  taile  i  to  find 
that  he  was  worth  so  much  at  the  time 
of  bis  death  as  he  hari  been  assessel. 
I  am  sorry  I  cannot  spread  myself  like 
my  friend  fi  om  Ward  5;  but  1  could  n't  do  it  if  it 
was  to  save  my  soul.  But,  Mr.  President,  when  a 
poor  man  who  is  assessed  for  ».  poll  tax  of  $2 
comes  before  that  committee  we  use  bim  just 
the  same  as  «  e  do  an  ex- Alderman.  We  failed 
to  find  the  amount  that  Mr.  Hulbeit  was  assessed 
for,  and  we  have  reported  this  order.  I  don't 
know  that  the. committee  is  called  upon  to  go  into 
all  the  techcicalities  of  assessing;  but  we  figured 
the  matter  dowrj  very  close,  and  found  tbat  Mr. 
Hulbeit's  estate  ought  not  to  have  been  taxed  so 
much.  We  reported  the  order  in  good  faith,  and 
not  because  he  w>s  an  ex-Alderman  and  a  rich 
man,  but  because  we  intend  to  do  equal  and  ex- 
act justice  and  no  more. 

Mr.  Sbaw— I  don't  desire  to  spread  myself  on 
anything.  I  stand  up  here  for  the  people's  rights, 
and  my  friend  from  the  mermaid  ward,  if  he  sees 
fit  to  v  o  so,  may — 

The  President— The  gentleman  will  please  re- 
frain from  designations. 

Mr.  Shaw-.-I  go  for  the  people's  rights,  and  I 
only  askea  an  <uxplanation  before  this  body.  It  is 
a  matter  for  us  to  pass  upon  and  I  am  to  be  satis- 
fied that  it  is  right.  We  all  know  the  power  that 
is  brought  to  bear  here  by  v.ealth  and  iniluence— 

Mr.  Harrigan — I  wont  allow  any  member  of  this 
Council  to  impute  undue  influence  to  thai  com- 
mittee, for  thev  do  not  deserve  it. 

The  President— If  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5 
proceeds  he  will  abstain  from  any  allegations 
whatever.  The  oroer  appears  to  be  perfectly  just 
and  equitable.  If  the  gentleman  docs  not  under- 
stand it,  the  Chair  will  be  happy  to  read  it  again. 

Mr.  Sbaw — The,  gentleman  understands  the  or- 
der, and  don't  ask  any  explanation  from  any  one. 

The  President— The  gentleman  (ill  confine  him- 
self to  the  question. 

Mr.  Shaw— In  saying  that  we  all  know  the  iullu- 
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euce  which  wealth  brintfo,  I  said  nothing  about 
liis  committee.  I  understand  it  perfectly  well.  I 
ask  no  explaoatio  >  fiom  the  Chair  01  anybody 
else.    I  have  a  right  to  stand  here — 

The  Presideot— Yoa  have  the  riaht  to  ask  ques- 
tions and  exjplaciatious. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  have  the  rirht  to  ask  questions— 

The  President — Yoa  will  proceed  to  th  =  oiscus- 
sion  vithout  further  comment. 

Mr.  Suavv—  I  sha'l  proceed  in  the  order  which  I 
Shalt  think  fit.  Mv  argument  and  point  is  this, 
and  in  aiguing  aud  illustrating  mv  point  I  say 
that  I  know  ths  power  and  influence  which  wealth 
brings.    Icharge  no  improper  motives  loanvbooy 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9 — I  rise  to  a  point  or  order. 
The  gentleman,  for  the  sake  of  making  allusions 
and  introducing  all  sorts  of  expressions,  is  not 
speakinsr  to  the  question  before  the  Council. 

Mr.  Sha  w — She  w  it. 

Tbe  President— The  point  is  well  taken. 

Mr.  Shaw — I  am  illustrating  my  poiat,  and  that 
is,  a  reduction  is  proposed  m  a  certain  man's  tax, 
aud  upon  that  question  I  have  the  parliamentary 
right  to  speak. 

The  President — The  gei-tlernan  will  come  to  or- 
der; he  has  just  repeated  what  be  has  several 
times  -tated  berore.  and  be  is  entirely  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  Shaw— The  question— 

The  Piesident — It  is  not  a  question  as  to  the 
right  of  the  gentUuiaii  from  Ward  5;  but  sim- 
ply a  question  as  to  the  ab;  tement  of  tax. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  propose  to  sbovvit  H-re  is  an  or- 
der for  an  abatement  of  tax  upou  the  estate  of 
Charles  Hulbert  in  1874,  arid  1  asked  the  commit- 
tee to  give  reason*  for  it.  My  worth-;  friend  from 
Ward  1  has  stated  his  rea-ons,  which  I  accepted, 
and  was  going  on  to  state  my  acceptance,  when 
be  undertakes  to  say  I  spread  myself  upon  it. 
I  spread  myself,  and  state  the  fact  that 
Mr.  Hulbert  died  a  rich  man  and  it  is 
proposed  to  abate  his  tax.  The  gentleman  has 
given  as  a  ieason  that  the  Assessors  did  n't  find 
tlsat  amount  of  prooerty.  I  accept  that  as  a  per- 
fectly good  reason  and  my  worthy  personal  friend 
cannot  take  issue  with  me  oa  that.  But  when  he 
says  1  spread  myself,  he  does  me  great  injustice. 
I  asked  a  plain,  fair  and  square  question.  I  say, 
Mr.  President,  what  is  it  doae  for?  It  is  done  for 
the  ourpose  of  reoucina  the  tax  placed  upon  Mr. 
Hulbert's  property,  And  then,  sir,  I  state — for  it 
is  patent  to  this  community — that  th->  man  who 
has  been  eieeted  Collector  of  Taxes  is  press- 
ing that  upoo  the  people  which  has  never 
been  pressed  before— the  collection  of  the  poll 
tax  of  $2.  It  has  never  been  done  in  the  history 
of  this  city — that  the  poor  man  shall  be  forced  to 
pay  the  pod  tax  of  $2;  and  that  is  the  legal  ap- 
plication of  this  matter.  It  is  upon  the  tax  ques- 
tion—the amount  of  taxes  which  Boston  shall  get. 
That  is  the  question. 

The  President — The  Chair  is  of  tbe  opinion  that 
the  line  of  argument  and  *,he  stEtemeuts  made  by 
the  geutlsmao  have  nothing  to  do  vitb  the  order 
under  consideration  It  is  n't  a  question  what 
others  are  taxed,  but  simply  a  matter  of  the  abate- 
ment of  tax.  If  tbe  gentleman  has  anything  to 
say  about  the  abatement  of  tax  he  is  in  order ; 
otherwise  not. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  asked  an  explanation  and  was  giv- 
ing my  reason. 

The  Presid«-nt— The  gentleman  i--  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Sbaw— That  may  be  the  opinion  of  the 
Chair,  but  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  speak  out  of 
order. 

The  President — The  gentleman  will  take  bis  seat 
ULless  be  speaks  to  the  question. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  don't  propose  to  speak  out  of  order. 
Irm  onlv  illustrating  my  point,  which  is  this: 
that,  having  ascertained  since  the  death  ot  Mr. 
Hulbert  chat  his  property  was  overtaxed,  t'03  com- 
mittee: have  a  right  to  abated.  The  gentleman 
has  given  his  i  esson?,  and  I  don't  object  to  them. 
I  had  the  honor  to  introduce  at  the  l^st  meeting — 

The  President—  ibe  gentleman  is  out  ot  order. 
He  will  take  his  seat  if  he  cannot  moceeci  in  oider. 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Ward  15— The  gentlemao  fiom 
Ward  5  evidently  misunderstands  the  report.  I 
understand  t^at  the  committee  have  not  acted 
diffeientlv  from  what  the  Assessors  wouM  have 
done  bad  Mr.  Hulbert  been  living;.  Ibe  fifty  per 
cent,  was  added  for  his  vot  making  the  return, 
aod  the  sum  abated  is  the  same  that  «;ould  h<we 
been  if  Mr.  Hulbeithad  lived,  or  if  the  case  had 
been  one  of  any  other  citizen  of  Boston. 

The  Pres'.dent — That  is  a  coirect  statement. 

Mr.  Harrigan— It  w.is  shown  to  the  committee 
that  Mr.  Hulbert  was  not  worth  so  much  as  he 


was  assessed  for;  that  he  did  not  own  certain 
railroad  bonds  for  which  he  was  taxed;  that,  cer- 
tain othri  bo  ds  had  greatly  shrunk  in  value.  If 
I  were  to  go  into  the  rechuicalities  of  ass<  ssing  I 
cou'd  explain  it  moie  fully,  out  I  do  not  think  it  is 
necessary.  But  I  do  not  want  anythingwro .g  im- 
puted to  the  committee,  who  found  that  Mr. Hulbert 
was  rot  worth  so  much  as  he  was  assessed  for, 
ana  'herefoie  they  made  the  abatement.  It  was 
n't  doce  becaus*  Mr.  Hulb'rt  was  an  ex-Alder- 
man.   It  was  simuly  in  the  liue  of  their  duty. 

Mr.  Traiu  of  Ward  13—1  think  we  have  had 
enough  in  this  line  of  argument  aod  I  move  the 
previous  question. 

The  main  question  w  ordered  acd  the  order 
was  read  twice  and  passed  in  concurrence. 

TERRACE  STREET. 

A  report  came  down  recommending  the  passage 
of  the  resolve  and  order  for  laying  out  Terrace 
street,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $26,841.30,  in  con- 
currence «ith  the  Street  Commissioners. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  was 
on  giving  tbe  renolve  an  1  order-  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15  asked  if  a  party  who  is 
to  give  20,000  feet,  of  land  had  given  a  bond  for  it, 
as  he  "aw  that  th- damages  are  out  down  on  the 
schedule.  Since  the  petition  wa3  put  in,  a  build- 
ing has  been  erected  right  across  that  street.  He 
understood  the  street  was  to  be  built  by  the  day, 
aod  not  by  contract. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  said  the  street  is  to  be  built 
as  usual  b;,  the  Sup'riotendett  of  Streets  and 
Committee  on  Paving,  and  the  Committee  on 
Streets  only  ,-uild  such  streets  as  S  vetr,  street,  and 
Eastern  avenue.  He  charged  ibat  Mr. Thacher 
had  advocated  the  grading  and  extending  of 
Parker  street  at  five  time*  the  cost  of  laying  out 
Terrace  street,  but  the  committee  deemed  that 
the  latter  would  se  ve  that  locality  for  th1?  next 
tweoty  years  as  a  way  from  Tremonr,  street  to 
Gore  avenue.  The  street  would  not  be  built  until 
the  bond  is  given. 

Mr.  Thacher  said  he  had  never  asked  that  any- 
thing be  done  to  Parker  street,  he  having  refused 
to  sign  the  petition  io  1859,  as  the  expense  for 
grr.de  damages  and  cutting  througa  the  street 
will  be  very  great.  Some  of  tae  pat  tie  3  who 
signed  this  petition  live  a  mile  or  a  mile  and  a 
half  from  Terrace  street  and  will  make  no  use  of 
it.  It  was  started  a  year  before  he  k,>ew  any  rhing 
about  it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flvnn  the  rule  was  suspended, 
and  the  resolve  and  order  were  read  twice  and 
passed  in  concurrence. 

PAY  OF  LABORERS  IN  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 

An  orde*  cane  down  for  the   Committee    on 
Health  to  report  their  reasons  for  not  making  the 
pay  of  the  laborers  in  that  department  conform  . 
more  nearly  to  the  rate  established  in  the  other 
departments. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Wai  d  7—1  hope  this  order  will  be 
indefinitely  postponed.  It  is* not  in  the  power  of 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Health  to  regulate  the 
salaiies  or  pay  of  the  laboring  men  in  the  Health 
Department.  In  1869  the  pay  <*f  the  laboring  men 
was  fixed  by  the  Board  of  Alderm-n— then  con- 
stituting the  Board  of  Health.  There  is  quite  a 
number  of  employ^?  in  that  department  known  as 
feeders,  dumpers,  teamsteis,  shovellers,  helpers 
and  sweepers.  On  Mav  24, 1869,  tbe  following  or- 
drr  was  passed  bv  the  Board  of  Aldermen: 

"Ordered,  That  the  ^ages  of  the  employes  of  the 
Health  DepartmeTt,  with  the  exception  of  me- 
chanics and  foremen  of  yards,  be  increased  at  an 
aveiageof  four  dollars  per  month,  said  ir crease 
amounting  to  the  sum  of  $17,000  per  annum." 

At  a  meeting  of  tbe  Committee  on  Health  held 
ibe  first  day  of  November,  1871,  it  was  voted  to 
increase  tbe  pay  of  helpers  io  that  department  to 
$52  per  momh.  Now,  the  order  offered  by  the 
ecooimical  Aldermao  in  the  other  branch  is  that 
the  Committee  on  Health  report  their  reasons  for 
not  making  the  pay  of  the  laborers  conform  to  the 
rates  paid  laborers  In  other  departments.  Tbe 
pay  of  feeders  is  now  $56  per  mooth,  or  $1.86%  a 
day;  ot  dumpers  $52  p°r  month,  or  $1.73%  a  d  ay; 
ot  teamsters— on  street  $56  a  month,  or  $1.86%  a 
day;  on  asaes  $52  ajmonth,  or  $1.73%  a  day;  on 
offal  $48  a  month,  or  $1.73%  a  day;  on  cesspools 
$54  a  month,  or  $1.80  a  day;  shoveilets,  $54  a 
month,  or  $1.80  a  day;  of  helpers— on  ash-s,  $50  a 
month,  or  $1.66%  a  day ;  oa  offal  [the  same,  and  on 
cesspools  $52  a  month,  or  $1.73%  a  dav;  of  sweep- 
ers, $52  a  month,  or  $1.73%  a  day.  It  will  also  be 
found  that  there  is  no  additional  pay  received  by 
these  men  for  work  perfoimed  on  Sundays.  I 
have  the  authority  of  othf  r  members  of  the  Com- 
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rnittee  on.  Health  for  raying  that  tbey  would  not 
reduce  the  pay  of  those  men  oaecent  Injus- 
tice to  the  poor  laboring  men  in  tnat 
oepar;ment,  the  members  ot  ttie  Committee 
say  they  will  not  reduce  their  pay  to  make  it  con- 
form to  the  rats  i  he  ecoaomical  Alderman  in  the 
other  branch  ha*  seen  fit  to  introduce  ioto  other 
departments.  After  chis  statement  of  facts, 
which  I  took  from  the  pay  roll  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Health,  if  any  one  desires  to  reduce  the 
pay  of  tho«e  rne.i,  this  is  the  place  to  discuss  it, 
and  not  refer  it  to  the  committee.  I  therefore 
move  the  indefinite  postpoaemenf  of  the  ord^r. 

Mr.  Horner  of  Ward  11— I  think  the  gentleman 
misunderstands  in  part  the  character  of  the  order 
as  it  appears  upon  its  face.  As  it  read?,  it  requests 
the  committee  to  giye  their  reasons  for  not  mak- 
ing the  pay  of  the  laborers  in  that  department 
conform  more  nearly  to  the  rates  established  in 
other  departments.  Now,  it  from  the  figures  he 
has  read,  the  rates  do  conform  to  the  reductions 
made  in  other  departments  therefore  wben  the 
committee  report  upon  that,  tbey  will  state  The 
facts  read.  On  that  account  I  cannot  see  the  rea- 
son for  any  objection  to  having  the  order  go  to 
the  committee. 

Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3—1  desire  to  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  3  where  he  got,  those  fig- 
ures. I  fail  to  find  where  they  or  igioated.  I  find 
on  the  pay  rolls  that  the  pay  of  *he  helpers  is  $2 
a  day,  twenty-six  dayr,  being  a  month's  work,  and 
when  they  passed  that  order  in  November,  1871.  it 
was  voted  that  the  pay  of  the  laborers,  without 
any  designation,  should  be  $2  per  day,  and  how 
any  person  can  construe  it  otherwise  i  fail  to  see. 
The  books  don't  say  any  such  thing.  In  1870  the 
pay  was  $2  a  day,  and  if  they  labored  on  tbeLord's 
JL :-.v  they  should  bepaidinproportion,bulth-yhave 
failed  to  find  it  so.  The  su-eerincsnde-t  has  said 
that  when  he  hiies  men  it  is  perfectly  well  under- 
stood that  they  shall  work  night  and  day  if  he 
calls  upon  tbein.  The  committee  don't  say  so. 
Now,  I  should  like  to  kr.ow  why  the  Paving  De- 
partment should  attempt  to  lower  the  /ate  of  pay 
in  any  other  department?  It,  has  been  shown 
that  the  men  ii  the  Sewer  Department  receive 
$52  per  month,  and  I  will  say  for  the  information 
ot  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  that  the  pay  al- 
lowed by  the  Committee  on  Health  is  §54  to  $56 
per  month,  of  26  working  days,  so  says  the  pay 
roll. 

Mr.  Flynn— I  don't  knov  where  the  gentleman 
attempted  to  set  his  information  from,  but  I 
obtained  mine  trom  the  pay  rolls  established  in 
1871;  ;/ud  that  is  what  the  economical  Alderman 
from  Ward  12  wants  t1  e  committee  io  examine 
into  and  reduce.  [At  the  request  of  Mr.  Ander- 
son, Mr.  Klynn  repeated  thi  salaries  paia  the 
several  classes  of  employes  as  given  above.]  The 
Committer  on  Health  have  bad  this  matter 
brought  to  their  attention  before,  aud  ure  unani- 
mous that  no  reduction  should  be  made  in  that 
department  If  a  report  is  called  for,  I 
can  fray  from  my  own  knowledge  that 
the  committee  will  make  just  such  a  re- 
poit  as  ihis  payroll  shows  and  they  will  allow 
the  rate  of  pay  iu  that  department  to  remain  as  it 
is  now. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6--I  hope  this  matter  will 
not  b-  indefinitely  postponed,  but  that  it  will 
be  leferrad  to  the  Committee  on  Health.  I  don't 
know  whether  the  order  is  in  the  interest  of  the 
laborers  or  anv  other  petson.  I  care  very  little  at 
present  wni.tmay  be  the  ovrinion  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Healtf,  irdividually  or  collectively.  It 
doesn't  seem  to  methat  th  e  commit  tee  sh  on  n  rise 
here  and  say  tbey  are  in  favor  or  not  in  favor  of  a 
redaction.  What  we  want  is  taat  the  committee 
shall  re;  ore  their  reasons  for  not  makii  g  any 
change  in  the  pav  of  the  laborers  in  that  depart- 
ment. I  don't  know  whether  a  reduction  or  an 
increase  is  contemplated.  I  don't  know  how  the 
pav  in  fat  department  compares  -with  the  pay  in 
other  departments ;  but  if  there  be  any  difference 
—whether  it  be  higher  ot  lower— it  does  seem  to 
me  that  the  reasons  tor  tne  reduction  or  increase 
should  be  reported  to  the  City  Council.  I  don't 
tbinn  the  laborers  will  suffer  by  the  report,  aud  I 
hope  it  will  be  made. 

Mr.  Jaqiies  of  Ward  9— Aoother  legitimate 
reason  for  not  postponing  this  matter  is  that  the 
Council  will  receive  bettei  information  by  the  le- 
port  man  the  figures  of  the  gei  tleman  from 
Waid  5  are  calculated  to  g've.  Ie  complains 
that  the  laborers  receive  low  wages,  and  no  extra 
pay  for  wojk  on  Sundays:  yet  in  all  his  calcula- 
tions he  includes  Sundays.  For  instarce,  he 
stE.tes  that  a  certain  class  receives  $52  a  month, 


and  divides  that  by  thirty,  giving  $1.73%  a'  dav, 
when  the  sum  of  $52  is  ba«ed  upoa  twenty  six 
working  days  to  a  month.  All  his  calculaiions  are 
made  in  that  Way,  and  therefore  je  gives  a  false 
impression.  If  the  gentleman's  figuies  are  tacts, 
we  are  paying  tbem  for  every  Sun-jay  in  the 
month,  instead  of  nothing. 

Mi .  Flynn— The  teamsters  are  obliged  to  work 
on  Sundays  in  taking  care  of  their  horses. 

Mr.  Andercon— And  every  man  who  works  in 
that  department  is  obliged  to  put  in  an  appear- 
ance at  the  yard  on  Sundays,  otheiwise  he  loses  a 
day. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Waid  5— As  I  read  the  reviped  or- 
dinances in  regard  to  tbeBo?rdof  Health,  n  is 
within  their  power  and  prerogative  to  fix  the  pay. 
Let  us  not  put  the  onus  of  this  matter  upon  the 
Committee  on  Health,  but  where  it  belongs,  Sec- 
tion 7  ot  the  reviser!  oidinances  says— 

"Sect.  7.  The  Board  of  Health',  as  heieby  con- 
stituted, shall  Inve  aud  exercise  all  the  powers 
vested  in,  and  snail  perform  all  the  dudes  cre- 
scribed  to,  the  City  Council  or  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men as  a  B.  ard  ivf  Health,  under  the  statutes  and 
ordinances  now  m  force;  .  nd  shall  have  oower  to 
appoint  such  subordinate  officers,  agents  and  as- 
sistants, in  addition  to  those  hereinafter  designat- 
ed, as  they  may  deem  necessary;  aud  may  fix 
their  compensation,  and  the  compensation  of  the 
Clerk  before  mentioned." 

It  is  entirely  within  the  power  of  that  boaid  to 
fix  the  compensation  as  they  shad  see  fit,  and 
nothing  else  can  be  done.  Let  us  not  put  the  onus 
of  this  thing  upoa  the  Committee  on  Health  ;  but 
let  us  put,  it  where  it  belorgs— upon  the  Board  of 
Health.  That  is  where  it  is.  They  fix  or  unfix 
the  compensation.  They  do  as  thev  see  fit.  They 
make  and  unmake.  They  are  toe  tesponsible 
power  and  not  the  Con  mittee  on  Health. 

Mr.  KitLhall  of  Ward  6— The  geitiecan  from 
Wat o  5  i?  usually  correct  in  all  Ins  statements; 
but  I  think  be  has  fallen  into  error  in  this  one. 
Section  7  piovides,  as  he  says  [repealing  the  sec- 
tion], out  I  haidlv  think  it  applies  to  anything 
moreiha-.  the  assistants  connected  with  then- 
office,  because  in  section  11  of  the  same  oidiu  nee 
it  says— 

"Sect.  11.  Tne  said  Superintendent  of  Health 
shall,  under  the  direction  of  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee of  rhe  City  Council  on  the  Health  Depart- 
ment, have  the  care  and  superintendence  of  the 
city  teams  and  city  scabies :  and  he  shall  make  all 
necessary  arrangements  for  cleaning  the  streets, 
disposing  of  manure,  and  removing  house  dirt 
and  house  offal,  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the 
Board  of  Health." 

I  think  that  seet'On  "  refers  to  the  Boa  d  of 
Health  and  sectioo  11  to  the  Supeiintendent  of 
Health  and  his  duties,  and  that  the  pay  of  the 
laboreis  is  fixed  by  tiim  uucer  the  direction  ot  the 
Committee  on  Health. 

Mr.  Crocket  of  Ward  6 — I  would  also  draw  at- 
tention to  section  4,  on  page  52,  where  it  is  provid- 
ed that— 

"Sect.  3.  The  said  committee  shall  have  control 
of  all  che  expenditures  on  account  of  the  city 
teams,  the  city  stables,  tue  cleaning  of  cesspools 
and  streets,  the  collection  of  ashes  and  oifal,  and 
the  employment  of  the  laborers  required  there- 
to'." 

Mr.  Shaw— Tnere  isn't  a  word  said  with  regard 
to  fixiag  the  compensation  in  either  of  the  sec- 
tions quoted  by  my  astute  legal  friends.  Will 
they  read  me  those  words  in  either  of  the  sections 
quoted  by  them?  Whose  compensation?  Let 
ms  read  the  section  agaia,  if  the  "gentleman  can- 
not get  it  through  his  wool.  [Mr.  Shaw  read 
section  7.]  I  challenge  them  to  show  me  "fix  their 
compensation"  m  any  other  section  of  this  act. 
If  they  can  do  so  I  should  be  happy  to  have  them. 

Mr.  Bi  ackett  of  Waid  10— It  seems  to  me  that  it 
is  wholly  immaterial  whether  the  Board  of  H-alth 
or  the  Committee  on  Health  fix  this  compensa- 
tion, so  far  as  the  passage  of  this  oideris  con- 
cerned, because,  if '  rhe  Board  of  Health  do  it,  all 
the  committee  has  to  do  is  to  leportthat  they 
have  not  made  the  rate  conform  to  that  of  the 
other  departments,  bec-siase  they  have  nothing  to 
do  with  it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn,  tbi-  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered,  and  the  order  was  indefinitely  postponed 
—yeas  30,  navs  26. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson, Burgess, Collins, Coyle, 
Cushman,  Damon,  Devereux,  Edwards,  Fitzpat- 
rick,  Flynn,  Hicks,  Kelley,  Kingsbury,  Kingsley, 
L-ighton,  Moley,  Mooney,  Noyes,  Osborne,  Fowe'r, 
Rice,  Shr.vv,  Stacey,  Thacber,  Train,  Tiull,  Walsh, 
Whitmore,  Wilbur,  Wilson— 30. 
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Nays— Messrs.  Beal,  Braekett,  Clarke,  Crocker, 
CushiT>g,Day,  Felt,  Fitzgerald,  Goldthwa.it,  Guild, 
Harmon,  Hiscock,  Hones,  Jaques,  Kimball,  Lor- 
ing,  Morrison,  Newton,  Paiker,  Pierc*,  Smith., 
Sprague,  Swee:ser,  Wadsworth,  Walbiidge,  Will- 
cutt— 26. 

Absent  or  tot  voting— Messrs.  Barry,  Bent, 
Burditt,  Cawley,  Curtis,  Duggan,  Harrigan,  i_,ap- 
pen,  Long1,  Murray,  Page,  Peabody,  Perkius, 
Sampson,  Sibley,  Wbitcorhb,  Woods— 17. 

EMPLOYMENT   OF  CRIMINALS  AT  DEEK  ISLAND. 

The  oroer  requesting  the  Mavor  to  petition  the 
Legislature  lor  a  cnange  in  trie  statutesto  provide 
that,  tbe  Board  of  Dhectors  of  Public  Institutions 
shall  be  subject  to  the  Citv  Cuuncil  in  the  mode 
of  employing  criminals  (Oity  Doc.  No.  71),  came 
dowu  with  a  substitute  order  for  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances  to  report,  if  any,  what  changes 
should  be  made  in  ttie  statutes  and  ordinances  ie- 
lating  to  the  direction  and  :  upervision  of  tbe 
Houses  or  Collection,  Industry  and  Reformation, 
and  tbe  Lunatic  Hosoital,  in  order  to  <tenne  more 
clearly  the  ducies  and  powers  of  the  directors,  the 
City  Coui  cil  and  Board  of  Aldermen  ;  also  an  order 
to  be  refined  to  tbe  Committee  oa  Ordinance,  for 
the  Mavor  to  petition  t'>e  Legislature  at  its  next 
session  to  amend  section  11,  chapter  178  of  tbe 
General  Statutes,  bv  inserting  after  the  word 
"Boston,"  in  the  second  line,  the  following:  "sub- 
ject (O  the  diiection  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen"; 
and  also  do  enact  tuat  "the  Directors  for  Pub- 
lic Institutions  of  Boston  shall,  whenever  required 
by  the  City  Council,  exhibit  all  bookr,  precepts, 
documents,  accounts  and  papers  rel  ting  to  the 
concerns  of  the  institutioas  under  their  charge  or 
to  the  detention,  confinement  or  employment  of 
any  person  theteiu;  and  furnish  any  information 
in  their  possession  respecting  tbe  same  that  may 
be  required." 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward 4—1  in  »ve  that  the  Coun- 
cil non-concur  with  the  other  branch  in  the  pas- 
sage of  the  substitute  order,  and  insist  upon  the 
order  as  originally  passed. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13— Being  upon  the  Board  of 
Directors  I  did  not  propose  to  say  a  word  upon 
this  matter;  but  I  was  very  much  interested 
in  reading  the  proceedings  of  the  Board 
of  Aldeimen  where  the  subject  was  very 
thoroughly  discussed.  I  shall  uot  attempt 
a  defence  of  the  action  of  the  Directors 
for  Public  iDstitutioos,  for  noae  is  necessary 
— their  acts  speak  for  themselves.  But  I  think 
the  Council  should  adopt  tne  substitute  order.  It 
gives  all  tbat  is  asked  and  more,  and  the  matter 
will  then  be  as  open  for  the  order  we  have  al- 
ready passed  as  it  is  today.  Nothing  is  hidden  or 
concealed  there,  and  if  the  Aldermen  ana  Com- 
mon Council  d.siie  to  have  that  order  passed 
again,  I  shall  be  happv  to  vote  for  it.  But  I  hope 
we  shall  concur  in  this  substitute. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  hope  the  Council  will  not 
adopt  the  substitute,  and  iwiii  call  attention  to 
its  exact  meaning.  It  is  a  matter  tfhich  does  not 
id  the  slightest  degree  affect  the  public  institu- 
tions. The  worthy  Alderman  who  offered  the 
substitute,  and  who  was  also  ooe  of  the  commit- 
tee tnat  made  cbe  report,  has  chosen — for  what 
reason  I  don't  know — to  take  a  course  directly 
opposed  to  the  report.  Instead  of  asking  for  a 
change  ia  the  law,  he  proposes  to  refer  the 
whole  matter  to  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, which  is  merely  an  attempt  to  delay  ac- 
tion by  either  branch.  Trie  only  ieason  he  gives 
is  that  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  may  inves- 
tigate t>nd  report  what  changes  are  necessary  to 
define  the  relative  powers  of  the  Mayor,  Common 
Council,  Board  of  Aldermen  and  Directors  for 
Public  Institutions.  I  say  that  is  a  most  unnec- 
essary investigation.  It  is  preposterous  to  pass 
one  law  to  define  a  previous  law,when  the  la  v  as  it 
stands  is  self-evident.  Besides  thers  is  no  oeed  of 
its  going  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances.  We 
went  to  the  City  Solicitor  and  he  says  the  duty  of 
the  City  Council  is  to  find  the  money 
and  that  the  duty  of  the  Directors  is  to  spend  it. 
It  seems  to  me  that  after  considering  the  matter 
in  this  branch  and  voting  that  we  wish  the  law 
changed  so  tbat  we  shall  have  some  contiol  over 
the  money  we  appropriate,  it  is  wholly  unneces- 
sary to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  to 
tell  us  what  the  law  means.  I  doubt  if  there  was 
a  gentleman  iu  this  room  the  other  night  who 
voted  tor  the  order  without  fully  understanding 
what  the  lav  meant.  But,  sir.  th<*  matter  gets 
further  light  by  the  second  order  which  the  Al- 
derman introduced  and  moved  tbat  it  be  referred 
to  the  same  committee.  "We  all  kDow  tbat  the 
intent;   of   this   move   is  that  hereafter  we  are  to 


petition  the  Legislature  to  give  the  Aldermer  the 
right  to  control  the  Dir-ctors  for  Public  Institu- 
tions. That  mav  be  right  and  pn  pel,  but  I  desire 
the  Council  to  understand  it.  If  we  vote  for  this 
order,  we  accept  the  result  that  the  Common 
Council  can  have  nj  share  in  the  control 
of  the  Directors.  Instead  of  following  the 
advice  of  th-j  Di  ectors  of  Public  Insti- 
tutions, I  hope  the  Council  will  see 
tbe  object  of  the  oroposed  change,  and  agi^e 
with  me  that  it  is  to  take  from  the  Council  a  neht 
wciich  belongs  to  it,  and  say  that  we  should  ha /e 
a  voice  in  the  management  of  the  institution?. 

M.r.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7— If  this  matter  de- 
pended only  or.  the  Council,  tbe  courage  ot  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  4  would  be  worthy  of  aa- 
miration;  but,  uutortnnately,  it  requires  a  con- 
cutrent  vote  to  pas?  such  an  oider  as  this.  II  the 
gentlema  t  from  Ward  4  has  the  satisfaction  of 
seeing  the  original  vote  adhered  to  by  the  Council, 
it  will  be  ooor  satisfaction  to  htm  to  read,  next 
Tuesday  morning,  that  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
have  indefinitely  postponed  the  -,vhole  matter.  I 
am  heartily  in  f  .ivor  of  going  to  work  in  this  mat- 
ter. Tbe  order  proposed  by  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men goes  farther  than  tn-a  fjroposed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  4.  It  asks  that  changes  not 
onlv  be  made  in  the  ordinances  but  in  the  stat- 
utes to  mote  properly  define  toe  duties  of  tne  Al- 
dermen, City  Council  and  Directors  for  Public  In- 
stitutions. I  doo't  see  anything  wrong  in  it,  and 
I  see  a  great  deal  ot  «ood  in  it.  The  Legis- 
lature will  not  meet  for  thiee  months— happily  for 
the  CommonwEalth— and  I  am  certain  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances  will  give  the  xubject  due 
attention  and  report  upon  it  as  early  as  possible. 
It  will  takeaway  no  rights  which  we  have  now, 
and  it  will  not  take  away  the  order  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  4  "proposed  to  this  Council. 
Whe a  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  report,  if  it 
does  n'1  meet  with  his  approval,  he  can  put  in  this 
very  order  again.  I  don't  see  tbat  anything  is  to 
be  lost,  a;;d  I  hope  the  order  from  the  other 
branch  will  be  passed  in  concurrence. 

Mr.  Whitmore — 1  would  be  much  obliged  if  the 
gentleman  »h  >  has  just  taken  his  seat  would  in- 
form the  Council  in  what  manner  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances  will  be  able  to  report  anything  use- 
ful in  regard  to  changing  a  law  other  than  what 
has  been  presented.  If  the  committee  act,  as 
they  probably  will,  in  accordance  with  the  spirit 
of  the  order,  rhey  will  say  that  no  change  is  neces- 
sary;  that  the  duties  of  the  City  Council  and  Di- 
rectors are  defined  now,  except  in  regardto  amat- 
ter  about  which  we  don't  cate  a  straw,  and  that  is 
a  legal  ambiguity  which  arose  in  the  codification 
of  the  statutes  by  which  the  same  power  was 
given  both  to  tbe  Aldermen  ann  the  Directors. 
It  seems  to  me  that  there  is  not  sufficient  ainbigui- 
tyjin  the  Statutes  to  justify  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances to  look  into  it  and  report  a  change.  If  it 
haa  been  said  that  the  Committee  are  to  report  a 
scheme  to  equa'ize  or  modify  or  change  the  rela- 
tive powers  of  these  two  bodies,  then  I  -vould  en- 
tirely agree  with  it;  for  unless  such  a  charge  is 
made,  whatever  they  do  will  amount  to  a  nullity. 
The  committee  will  report  something  hav- 
ing not  rhe  slightest  lefeience  to  what  we 
voted  on  the  other  night.  I  must  say 
tbat  I  think  it  is  hardly  a  fair  argu- 
ment to  use  here,  that  if  we  do  a  certain 
thing  the  Ald^rm-a  will  not  do  so.  The  chair- 
man of  the  committee  which  reported  the  order 
offered  a  substitute,  and  it  is  perfectly  natural 
that  the  Aldermen  should  take  the  action  they 
did.  But  I  think  they  will  see  that  the  discussion 
between  the  two  branches  is  whether  the  Com- 
mon Council  shall  have  any  share  of  the  power 
to  b  ■  taken  from  the  Directors.  I  doubt  if 
any  of  tbe  gentlemen  wil'  say  tbat  the 
Common  Council  should  not  have  such  a 
sbare.  I  am  p  rfsctly  williag  to  ba  de- 
feated on  a  matter  of  this  ki<,d.  If  the 
Aldermen  think  they  can  stop  all  reform,  when 
power  is  to  be  transferred  to  another  bod,y,  I  can- 
not help  it;  but  it  may  happen,  upon  a  fair  shosv- 
ing,  that  they  will  vote  to  sbare  tbe  power  with 
this  body.  If  we  °end  this  order  back  to  tbe  Al- 
dermea,  saying  that  we  desire  this  change  in  the 
law,  I  doubt  very  much  if  it  would  not  be  con- 
cuired  in. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald — I  dor't  think  the  members  of 
this  Council  will  agree  with  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  4  when  he  says  if  be  don't  get  this  he  don't 
want  anything  at  all.  All  legislation  is  made  up 
of  concessions,  and  if  I  don't  get  all  I  want  I  will 
take  all  I  can  get.  I  hope  tbe  Council  will,  not  say 
if  we  don't  get  what  wa  want  we  will  have  no 
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legislation  at  all.  I  think  the  Aldermen  bave 
passea  a  very  sensible  order.  It  not  only  covers 
the  order  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4,  but  it 
goes  farther— it  asss  the  ;;ommittea  to  in- 
quire into  everything-,  Ir  is  so  bioad  uhat 
the  committee  can  report  anything  they  see 
fit  id  regaro  to  the  government  of  these 
institutions.  He  thinks  his  o<  dei  the  sum  of  e\  eiy- 
thing  connected  with  the  subject,  out  there  may 
he  other  things  requiring  reforms,  and  if  auytumg 
else  is  to  he  done  the  gentleman  will  havp  amole 
oppoituaitv  to  be  heard  befure  the  committee.  If 
thev  don't  report  bis  order  in  substance  h<*  can 
offer  it  agaiu. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6 — I  was  rather  .surprised 
to  hear  from  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4  than  we 
ought  rot  to  pay  any  regard  to  what  the  Alder- 
men have  oone,  because  I  happened  to  hear  a 
somewhat  different  doctrine  from  him  in  regard 
to  the  order  concerning  the  City  Registrar.  On 
page  361  of  the  minutes  of  this  year  I  hno.  the  fol- 
lowing remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4: 

•'The  matter  has  been  voted  upon  by  the  otjer 
brain  h,  and  I  presume  there  is  no  chance  of  'he 
majonfrv  order  bene  passeo  there.  To  pass  it  in 
its  present  forms  is  time  waited." 

I  supnose  the  gentleman  has  become  wiser  as 
be  ha*  trrown  older. 

Mr.  Train — Staodii  g  aside  from  the  dignitv  of  a 
Diiector  for  Public  Institutions,  as  a  member  of 
the  Commou  Council  I  will  say  one  word  m  re- 
gard to  this  matter ;  and  I  will' go  back  to  the 
place  where  this  matter  originated.  It  was 
desired  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4 
and  one  or  two  outside  gentlemen  that 
there  should  he  an  investigation  of  the  af- 
fairs of  the  Directors  for  Public  Institutions.  It 
was  ail  rig  at  and  proper  to  have  that  spirit.  The 
committee  were  met  in  the  proper  spirit  and  fur- 
nished with  all  the  information  they  desired,  or 
could  obtain  from  a  set  of  books  plainly  and  well 
kept.  The  chairman  of  that  committee  has 
changed  bis  mind,  and  has  seen  exactly  what  the 
duties  of  the  Directors  are,  and  be  is  peifectly 
satisfied  that  it  would  perhaps  be  proper  to  have 
some  change  in  the  statute  griviuti  the  Al- 
dermen or  City  Council  a  little  more  power 
to  inspect  the  institutions  or  procure  information 
than  they  now  have.  That  is  not  objected  to  by 
any  one.  There  is  uothing  to  be  coacealed: 
everything  is  as  open  as  the  day.  Now,  so  rar  as 
the  management  of  the  institutions  is  concerned 
— I  am  sptaking  now  as  a  member  of  tbe  Com- 
mon Council,  for  I  am  only  a  half-fledged  Direct- 
or, aud  what  lias  been  done  there  was  done  by 
tne  faithful  gentlemen  who  preceded  me  on  that 
board,  and  I  cav.ro'  speak  words  enough  in  praise 
of  tbe  president— I  will  first  allude  to  a  statement 
I  saw  recently  in  a  St.  Louis  paper.  A  com- 
mitt"e  was  appointed  there  to  investigate  the 
public  institutions  of  the  country,  and  thev  visit- 
ed New  York,  Rochester,  Philadelphia  and  other 
cities,  and  after  returning  home  they  publish  m 
the  St.  Louis  R  publican  thaL  the  city  in.-titutions 
of  Boston  are  the  best  managed  io  tire  couutry, 
the  best  kept  and  the  oest  ordertd.  Nov,  sir, 
with  a  record  like  that,  to  have  a  feeling  that  any- 
thing is  going  wrong  is  something:  which  I  ignore. 
But  so  far  a.-,  having  a  change  in  the  statute,  so 
that  the  City  Council  can  have  more  control  of 
the  lvstitutions,  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  have 
it:  and  that  is  svhy  I  want  the  substitute 
of  the  Aldermen  adopted  here,  because,  as  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  7  said,  it  covers  all  the  au- 
thority that  the  City  Council  can  desire. 

Mi.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— If  I  had  be^u  in  the  habit 
of  calling  members  to  order,  I  should  have  inter- 
rupted the  gentleman  from  Ward  13  for  his  eulo- 
gy upon  the  Board  of  Directors.  They  aie  hot  un- 
d°r  ois  ussion  here.  I  never  yet  called  a  man  to 
order,  although  I  have  been  called  to  order  by  the 
worthyand  astute  gentleman.  Now,  what  is  this 
matter?  The  gentleman  from  Ward  4  has  given 
more  study  to  this  matter  than  all  the  othe<  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  put  togethei.  The  proposition 
which  comes  here  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the 
committee  is  that ''his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  petition  tbe  Legislature,  at  its  next  ses- 
sion, for  a  change  in  the  statutes  so  that  in  the 
county  of  Suffolk  the  Boat  d  of  Directors  of  Public 
Institutions  shall  be  subject  to  the  direction  of  tna 
City  Council  in  regard  to  the  mode  of  empio\ing 
the  prisoners  under  its  charge,  and  so  that  it  shall 
be  obliged  to  furnish  full  and  frequent  reports  of 
the  manner  and  results  ot  such  employment." 
Nowthen,  this  comes  back  to  us  with  a  substitute, 
which  the  gentlemao  from  Waid  4  objects  to,  and 
that  is  where  he  is  right.  It  is  proposed  to  put 
this  mattbf  into  the  hands  of  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  and    let  them  pass  upon  it,    after 


this  Cou  qciI  v.assed  upon  it  at  the  last  meeaug  by 
an  almost  unanimous  vote.  Shall  we  go  back 
upon  it?  I  riu  astoni-hed  at  what  the  gentle- 
man from  the  Thirteenth  Ward  says,  because  tue 
Aljetmet.  say  so  and  «o— because  they  are  in 
favor  of  it— we  should  concur.  What  are 
the  two  brauches  of  the  Government  for? 
Is  n'r  it  that  one  is  a  cheek  upon  ihe 
other?  It  we  are  to  take  the  ipse  dixit  of  the  Al- 
d> imen  we  mav  just  as  well  1  ave  but  out,  branch. 
We  are  an  independent  bod\,  so  endowed  b«  the 
constituency  that  sent  us  heie,  and  not  to  be  dic- 
tate i  to  by  the  other  branch,  sitting  in  if  place 
and  acting  as  it  ha;  a  peifect  right  to  do.  Are  we 
to  cave  in  to  them  because  tb>y  have  'done  ?o? 
The  proposition  of  my  worthy  friend  from  Ward 
4  is  that  we  shall  petition  the  Legislature  that 
the  right  to  control  these  public  institutions 
be  siiven  to  the  City  Council.  Is  there 
a  citizen  of  Boston  wli)  wdl  not  agree 
to  that?  To  whom  are  the  Directors  re- 
sponsible? To  nobody.  Thev  are  required  by  or- 
dinance to  report  quaitedy  to  the  City  Council, 
but  thty  defy  it;  and  should  n't  they  be  made  to 
comply  with  the  ordinance?  Have  they  not  de- 
fied the  power  of  the  City  Councd?  Did  they  not 
do  so  by  a  hired  attorney  at  the  Legislature  last 
winte,  when  I  v  as  there,  sir,  by  your  appoint- 
ment? The  Citv  Soliciior  is  of  the  opinion  that 
they  were  not  defying  tue  City  Council.  Sue.11  we 
not  then  go  to  the  Legislature  and  obtain  a  power 
that  they  cannot  defy?  Sir,  there  is  trouble 
as  there  has  been  in  the  past,  and  as  there  is  at 
pie-ent,  Aiththe  management  of  the  public  insti- 
tutions. 1  stated  an  instance  th°  other  night 
which  no  man  can  deny;  but  my  friend  from 
Ward  4  has  gone  much  further  into  the  employ- 
ment of  criminals  there  than  I  have.  Why  should 
n't  we  hs.ve  po»et  tt.  bring  this  matter  before  the 
Legislature?  It  seems  to  be  a  i  easonable  request. 
But  by  the  substitute  it  is  proposed  to  send  it  t) 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances.  We  do.i't  want  an 
ordinance;  we.  want  sttute  law.  The  neople, 
through  their  representatives,  ask  for  statute  law 
to  Compel  that  boaid  to  do  that  'which  common 
propriety  demands. 

Mr.  Sprague  of  Ward  4 — It  seems  to  me  that  a 
very  impoi  tant  part  ot  the  sutject  is  the  order 
which  is  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, ard  which  has  not  been  explained  heie 
tonight.  [Mr.  Spraf.ue  read  the  order  as  given 
above].  It  s  emed  to  me  when  we  passed  the 
order  atthe  last  meeting  thatif  there  are  troubles, 
as  ha^i  been  charge;.',  the  order  di.i  not  go  far 
enough  and  that  we  ought  to  ao  more.  As  the 
order  which  we  passed  a  week  ago  relates  only  to 
the  mode  of  employing  prisoners  unoer  their 
charge,  it  seems  to  me  that  one  of  the  best  things 
that  can  be  done  is  to  provide  that  all  their  papers 
shall  be  thrown  open  to  the  inspection  of  tbe  City 
Council. 

Mr.  Wfiitraore— I  dtsire  to  say,  in  reply  to  my 
colleague  from  Ward 4,  that  he. has  omitted  to  read 
the  last  part  of  the  otder  which  was  passed  at  the 
last  meeting,  vvirieh  is  very  nearly  the  same  as 
that  propostd  to  be  ret  erred.  I  desire  to  put  on 
record,  in  reply  to  the  statement  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  13J  the  fact  that  the  committee  re- 
ceived no  infoimation  from  the  Directors,  after 
tbe  President  discovered  that  111  could  staad  on 
his  legal  rights.  I  don't  blame  him,  for  1  should 
have  takea  tbe  same  course.  Wh-n  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  7  speaks  of  my  omei  I 
hope  be  will  remember  that  I  am  only 
third  on  the  commit  ee,  and  chat  the  Aldermen 
signed  i  be  report.  The  gentle  nan  from  Ward  13 
states  that  the  Alderman  has  changed  his  mind, 
and  is  satisfied  that  everything  is  all  right,  and 
only  warts  a  fev  immaterial  changes.  The  mat- 
ter can  rest  between  the  two.  It  appears  to  be 
the  desiie  of  the  Alderman  to  have  any  change 
inure  to  the  benefit  of  tbe  Board  of  Aldermen, 
and  I  desire  to  have  any  change  made  liiuro  to  the 
benefit  of  both  bra.nchp--.  if  tne  substitute  is 
adopted,  it  will  be  understood  that  the  Council 
are  perfectly  content  that  the  Alderoiuu  shall  man- 
age the  Directors,  if  the  Legislature  will  givo  them 
the  power,  I  desire  to  say  further,  that  on  account 
of  a  bad  colti  my  voic*  ia  not  very  cleat,  and  I 
tear  I  was  not  understood  by  the  gentleman  fiom 
Ward  6.  I  did  not  say,  and  did  not  intend  to  s,  y, 
we  ought  not  to  do  anything  in  consequence  of 
the  vote  in  the  Aldermen  ;  but  I  did  desire  to  call 
attention  to  the  fact  that  we  need  not  anticipate 
m  ad^au"e  that  the  Aldermen  would  disagree 
with  us.  It  would  not  Up  proper  to  state  what 
memoers  of  that  Board  have  said  to  me,  but  1  am 
sure  the  matter  has  not  been  fully  brought  to 
their  attention,  aurt  if  we  insist  upon  our  former 
action  I  do  not  believe  tbey  will  refuse  to  concur. 
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Mr.  Sorague — It  seems  tome  that  if  we  desiic 
f  ull  repoics  rroai  the  iln'eutois,  the  order  passed 
Jast  week  is  lin perfect.  But  the  employment  of 
criminals  is  only  a  small  part  of  the  duties  of  the 
Directois;  we  w ant  to  know  about  the  expendi- 
tures of  money;  and  mere  are  many  other  ques- 
tions upon  whicn  the  Council  may  desire  informa- 
tion. Xr>  that  respect  I  think  the  order  passed 
ast  «  eek  is  imperfect. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald — It  is  because  I  want  to  save  the 
crdsr  that  I  hot:e  the  substitute  will  pa -s.  If  any 
thing  is  convincing  of  the  necessity  of  the  pas- 
s  ge  of  this  substitute,  it  is  the  statement  of  the 
geutletuan  opposed  to  it.  Heinsi 'ts,likeHob",on, 
that  ae  wdl  have  tbat  or  nothing.  The  Boaid  did 
not  refuse  to  pass  our  ordei ;  they  simply  want 
the  committee  to  look  further  into  this  matter. 
If  we  adhere,  it  "fill  show  that  we  ao  bo  in  a 
spirit  to  rnan.tain  our  own  opinions.  I  relieve  in 
concessions.  I  havf  no  cioubt  the  committee  will 
frame  such  an  order  as  will  meet  the  aoproval  of 
)he  gentleman  from  Ward  4. 

Mr.  Devereux  of  Ward  22 — As  a  member  of  the 
committee  having  thatrnatte>  in  charge,  I  certain- 
ly want  to  correct  the  gentiexao  fiom  Ward  13, 
when  he  says  we  got  all  the  tnformatioi;  we  re- 
quired. I  fail  to  see  that  I  had  one  new  idea  when 
1  came  out  from  any  ccnterence,  that  I  had  not 
when  I  went  into  the  investigation..  The  Direct- 
ors utterly  refuse.!,  through  their  cnairman,  to 
give  us  anV  information.  He  said  if  he  did  he 
would  first  consult  his  legal  advisers.  We 
are  mt  discussing:  the  inanagemeot  ot  the 
institution,  but  thr  question  whether  the 
Citv  Council  -hall  have  the  right  to  inquire 
into  the  doings  of  the  Directors.  The 
committee  got  no  iufoma'ion.  ^eitainly,  as  a  . 
matter  of  justice  and  natural  equity,  the  City 
Council  should  nave  control  of  tbo.-e  mstitutio  s. 
I  am  very  much  surprised  that  the  Alderman  who 
is  chairman  of  the  committee  should  have  reced- 
ed from  tire  position  li  %  took.  Wneu  he  found 
Tbat  the  Presided  of  the  Directors  refnsed."to  an- 
swer any  questions,  he  said  it  was  very  stiange 
that  the  City  Council  could  not  get  any  informa- 
tion trom  that  board.  He  fully  concurred  with 
the  committee  or  that  question. 

On  motion  or  Mr.  Harmon  of  Ward  6,  the  main 
question  -vas  ordered,  and  the  motion  to  adhere 
was  Ion — 21  for,  29  against. 

The  substitute  order  was  passed,  and  the  other 
order  was  referred  to  the  Coumittee  on  Ordic- 
ances,  in  concurreace 

THE    CITY  CHARTER. 

At  half-past  eight  Mr.  Ho.ves  of  Ward  11  called 
for  toe  special  assignment  for  tnat  now,  viz.,  the 
new  draft  of  the  city  charter. 

Mr.  Flyua  of  Ward  7  thought  it  had  better lie 
over  till  the  large  amount  of  roatiLe  business  of 
importance  had  been  despatched. 

Mr.  Howes  agreed  to  a  further  brief  'costpone- 
meut,  and  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Kimball  of 
VV aid  6,  the  boar  for  considering  it  was  fixi  d  at 
ni.oe  o'clock. 

At  9%  P.  M.  the  subject  w,  s  again  taken  up,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11—30  for,  16 
against— and  after  a  brief  discussion  upor.  the 
imcortanse  of  reconsidering  it,  by  Mr.  Kim'oall  of 
Ward  6  and  Mr.  Ho»e",  and  Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13, 
it  was  specially  assigned  for  Thursday  eveaing 
next,  at  eight  o'clock  P.  M. 

ORCHARD  PARK  AND  MADISON  SQtJARE. 

O  i  motion  ot  Mr.  Wilbur  ot  Ward  13,  the  special 
assignment  for  8  P.  M.  was  taken  up  at  9%  P.  M., 
viz.: 

Oroer  for  additional  expenditures  in  Depart- 
ment of  Common,  etc.,  viz.,  for  superintendence 
and  labor,  $7000;  for  grading  and  improving  Mad- 
ison square,  $5000;  for  enclosing  and  improving 
Bromley  park,  $1300;  said  sums  io  be  transferred, 
viz.,  from  appropriation  for  extension  of  fence  on 
Commonwealth  avenue,  $10,000;  foi  capoingand 
poiTitiut!  wall  on  Fountain  square,  $1500;  for 
building'  bank  wall  on  Washington  p;,rk,  $1500; 
tor  cird  houses,  $300— with  a  proposed  amend- 
ment to  strike  out  "$5000,"  as  above  set  forth,  and 
insert  instead  thsr<  ot  "$2800,"  and.  also  the  fol- 
lowing: "For  grading  auo  improving  Orcnard 
park,  $2200." 

Mr.  Wilbur  procosedto  further  amend  the  order 
by  allowing  $2000  for  Orchard  park  and  $3000  for 
Madison  square. 

Mr.  Kingsbury  of  Ward  13  thought  the  matter 
slioulu  be  delayed  until  the  engineer  repoited  in 
response  to  the  order  passed  at  the  last  meeting. 

Mr.  Parker  of  Ward  14  sai  i  he  went  to  see  the 
park,  and  hau  never  seen  so  little  work  done  for 
so  much  money  except  on  the  Brewei  Fountain. 
The  little  square  con  $3500,  acd  wasn't  paid  for 
till  a  biid  supper  at  Taft's  had  been  given. 


The  order  n  as  further  postponed  till  next 
Thursday  evecing. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  for  the  purchase  of  the  estate  of  E.  P. 

Robiuson,  on  Bo wdoin  aim  Church  streets,  Ward 

16,  m  settlement  of  damages  tor  wideuingBov- 

dnin  street,  at  a  cost  of  $20,000,    Passed  in  con- 

"corrence. 

Orner  for  a  transfer  of  $65.09  from  item  for 
Contingent  Expenses  to  that  for  Assessors' 
Sheets,  in  the  arpropriation  for  Registritiov.  of 
Voters,  etc.  i'osponed  to  next  Thursday  even- 
ing, on  motioi  of  Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6,  who 
said  thee  weie  not  enough  members  present  to 
give  it  the  required  tw .'-thuds  vote. 

Mr.  Parker  of  Ward  14  moved  that  the  roll  he 
called.     Lost. 

Order  for  a  transfer  of  $6800  from  the  Reserved 
Fund,  to  be  expended  in  altering  and  enlarging 
Eastern-avenue  wharf  to  accommodate  the  steam- 
er of  the  Board  of  Ditectors  for  Public  Institu- 
tions, th?  work  to  be  done  under  the  direction  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  a  d  author- 
izing them  to  settle  with  Harbor  Coaimissioncrs 
for  tide  waters  to  be  built  over.  Specially  as- 
signed to  7%  o'clock  next  Thursday  evening,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Tha:her  of  Wai  t  15. 

ABSENT  MEMBERS. 

Mr.  Guild  of  Waro  6—1  E.ove  that  ths  roll  be 
called,  and  hoc*  the  record  will  appear  in  the 
priutea  official  report,  for  I  want  the  citizens  of 
Boston  to  see  who  ot  their  repre -entail  ves  attend 
to  their  business  and  who  do  not.  For  the  last,  two 
evenings  the  transaction  ot  public  business  hasbeen 
delayed  bv  th^  persistent  ab:-eoce  of  members  f  mm 
the  Common  Coancil  cuamber,  and  I  make  these 
remarks  for  the  purpose  of  calling  pu'elic  attention 
to  those  who  do  remain  hei  e  and  give  time  to  pub- 
lic business,  and  to  those  who  do  not.  I  hope  this 
vote  will  be  passed  and  that  it  will  impres  upon 
us  all,  tbat  if  we  accept  official  p  (sitions  we  must 
also  accept  official  duties. 

The  motion  prevsiltd  and  the  roll  was  called 
with  the,  following  result: 

Present  —  Me^sis.  Anderson,  Beal,  Biackett, 
Burgess,  Clarke,  Collins,  Crocker,  Cushing, 
Cuscman,  Damon,  Day,  Devereux,  Edwards,  Fitz- 
geialri,  Fitzpauick,  Flynn,  Guild,  Harmon,  Hioks, 
HisCock,  Howes,  Jaques.  Kellev,  Kimball,  Kings- 
bury, King  ley,  Leigbton,  Mooney,  Morrison, 
.Newton,  Noyes,  Osborne,  Parker,  Pierce,  Pcner, 
Kice,  Shs.w,  Smith,  oprague,  Stacey,  Swe.  tser, 
Thacner,  Train,  Wadswoith,  WalbnOge,  Walah, 
Whrtmore,  Wilbur,  Wilicutt,  Wilson— 50. 

Aosent — Messrs.  Bany,  Bent,  Bu  ditt,  Cawley 
Coyle,  Curtis,  Duggan.  Felt,  GoldthwaU,  Harri- 
gan,  Lappen,  Dong,  Loring,  Moley,  Murray,  Page, 
Peabody,  Perkins,  Sampson,  Sibley,  Tmll,  Whit- 
comh,  Woods— 23. 

THE  AUDITOR'S  EXHIBIT 

for  Oct.  5  (Clt /  Document  103)  was  received  and 
sent  u  p.  Folowing  is  the  state  of  the  appropria- 
tions : 

Appropriations,  Ex„p,,,jp,d      TTnexnen'rl 
Revenues,  etc.  ^Peaaea.    unexpen  a. 

General  $13,T80,065.64   $5,610,502.80     $8,169,562.84 

•Special 4,614,791.31        964,380.32        3,710,410.99 

$18,394,856.95    $6,514,883.12    $11,879,973183 
PETITION    PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Day  of  Ward  1— Petition  of  Austin  Gould 
ihat  Chel-ea  street  be  lighted.    Sent  up. 

TRUANT  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

The  Committee  on  Public  Institutions,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  annual  report  of  the  Directors 
for  Public  Institutio.  s,  wiih  instructions  to  report 
upon  tne  suggestions  therein  contained  Lu  rela- 
tion to  tne  classification  ot  the  inmates  of  the 
House  of  Reformation,  having  considered  the 
subject,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report: 
Wh3ii  the  apDropriations  for  the  present  financial 
year  were  made  up,  the  Directors  requested  an 
extra  approprra  ion  ot  $45,000  for  a  new  building 
at  Deer  Island  to  accommodate  the  truant  boys 
now  m  the  House  of  Reformation.  Your  commn- 
tee  deemed  it  their  duty,  for  reasons  wbich  they 
will  piesently  state,  to  withhold  their  approval  of 
that  request,  and,  their  action  was  sustained  by 
the  City  Couucil.  So  appropriation  having  been 
made,  the  question  m;.y  be  considered  as  settled 
for  the  prese  >t  financial  year ;  but  as  the  Di lect- 
ors have  given  considerable  prominence  to  it  in 
their  annual  report— dwelling  upon  the  impor- 
tance of  speedy  action  tin  carrying  out  tb^ir  sug- 
gestions— it  is  proper  that  the  reasons  which  gov- 
erned the  committee  should  i.ow  be  presented. 

In  1870  the  Directors  applied  for  author- 
ity to  build  a  Home  for  the  Poor  on  Deer 
Island;       but     the     proposition     to     establish 
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such  an  institution  in  close  proximity  to  the 
penal  and  reformatory  institutions  was  so  mani- 
festly repugnant  to  the  sentiments  of  the  people 
that  tbe  application  was  refused;  and  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  institutions  were  instructed  to 
select  and  report  to  the  City  Council  a  site  for 
such  an  institution  in  some  other  locality.  Various 
recommendations  were  made,  but  no  definite  ac- 
tion was  tiken  uutil  1873,  when  the  Austin  farm 
was  puichased  -'as  a  site  for  a  Home  for  the  Poor 
and  a  Home  for  Neglected  Children."  Those  are  the 
words  of  the  oidermade  under  which  the  pore  base 
was  sanciioaed  Plans  for  such  an  institution 
were  prepared  last  year,  aud  the  Committee  on 
Public  Institutions  weie  authorized  to  procure 
proposa's  tor  erecting  the  buildings;  hut  it  was 
so  late  in  the  year  bsfore  specifications  could  be 
prepared  that  trie  whole  matter  was  allowed  to  go 
over  to  the  present  City  Government.  Your  com- 
mittee now  have  the  subject  under  consideration, 
and  as  soon  as  the  plans  can  be  somewhat  modi- 
fied, with  a  viev  to  save  expense  in  the  corstruc- 
tionotthe  buildings,  the  committee  purpose  to 
submit  them  ggam  to  the  Council  and  ~a«k  for 
authority  to  procure  proposals. 

The  objections  which  were  urged  against 
the  location  >>t  a  poorhouse  on  Deer 
Island  can  be  urged  with  much  greater- 
force  agaitist  the  pioposed  establishment  of 
an  institution  for  truants  and  neglected 
childien.  Tae  commiiteb  iully  indoii-e  the 
statements  uiao'e  by  the  Directors  as  to  the  desir- 
abi'iiy  of  s-paiatiug  these  juveniles  from  those 
who  are  seatenced  for  crime;  but  the  measures 
proposed  by  them  do  nor.  sufficiently  meet  the  re- 
quirements' ot  the  case.  There  is  a  stigma  at- 
tached to  the  place  where  penal  institutions  are 
located,  especially  if  they  are  located  od  an  island ; 
and  the  fact  rhat  a  boy  has  been  sent  to  Deer 
Island  is  often  sufficient  to  ptbvent  him  from  ob- 
taining' in  after-life  atv  position  of  tiust  oi  re- 
sponsibility. It  would  make  no  difference  it  the 
boys  were  classified,  as  proposed  by  the  Directors. 
Tbe  ,cublic  caonot  exercise  any  disci iminati on  be- 
tween the  differeut  classes  sent  to  tte  same  pi;  ee; 
and  a  stigma  would  attach  as  much  to  the  truant 
or  neglected  child  as  it  would  to  the  juveuile 
criminal. 

Id  the  case  of  th?  adult  paupers,  who  have  no 
future  prospects  of  success  in  life,  the  effect  upon 
society  would  be  far  less  injurious  if  thsy  were 
sent  to  Deer  Island  than  it  would  if  these  chil- 
dren were  sent  there.  In  all  the  plans  which  have 
been  prepared  for  the  establishment  on  tbe  main- 
laud  of  an  institution  for  tbe  poor,  provision  has 
been  made  tor  those  chilcirjn  who,  in  the  words  of 
the  statute,  "by  reason  of  the  neglect,  crime, 
drunkenness  or  other  vices  of  parents,  or  from  or- 
phanage, are  suffered  to  be  growing  up  without 
salutary  parental  control  and  education,  or  i:i  cu- 
cumstTuces  exposing  them  to  lead  idle  anddisso- 
ute  lives';  aud  it  is  only  by  making  such  rjrovi- 
sion,  whollv  sep  rate  and  apart  from  the  penal  in- 
titutions,  that  t're  purpose  which  tbe  Directors 
have  in  view  by  introducing  a  svstem  of  classifi- 
cation can  be  intelligently  carried  out, 

Respectfully  submitted  for  the  Committee, 
William  G.  Thacher. 
Mr.  Fitzgeiaid  of  Ward  7— The  report  is  well 
enough  as  far  as  it  goes,  but  it  makes  no  recom- 
mendation as  to  wnat  should  be  done.  The  condi- 
tio a  of  those  children  has  been  brought  to  the  at- 
tention of  the  City  Governm-nt  for  sever!  years 
past  by  the  Directors.  Nearly  300  boys,  truant 
boys  arid  girls,  are  confined  there  with  thieves  and 
other  ciiminals.  The  city  takes  these  truants 
from  their  parents  10  educate  them  for  good  citi- 
zens, and  I  say  it  is  a  disgrace  taat  such 
things  ez.ist  theie,  -a  disgrace  to  our  civdization 
andintelligenc".  The  leportis  hardly  any  hope  for 
adults  sent  to  the  penal  institutions;  but  for  the 
children  there  is  a  chance  ot  reform.  I  understood 
that  the  reason  why  this  approp'iatioo  «  as  made 
was  because  they  had  to  build  a  steamer;  the  con- 
venience ot  conveving  criminals  to  the  island  is 
far  above  the  importance  of  preventing  300  chil- 
dren from  committing  crime.  I  have  taken  a 
deep  interest  in  this  matter  since  I  have  been 
a  member  of  the  Truant  Committee  of  the 
School  Board.  The  bovs  are  tried  in  a 
manner  that  their  parents  know  nothing 
about.  One  little  fellow  was  arr?sted;  his  father 
came  to  me  and  I  sent  him  to  the  judg»,  but  he 
came  back  with  tears  in  his  eyes  and  said  his  boy 
bad  been  sent  to  the  island  during  his  minority. 
I  went  to  the  Directors  and  got  him  taken  out;  he 
was  sent  to  school  aod  has  remained  there.  It  is 
wrong  for  the  city  to  give  these  children  only 
such  protection  aj  the  wolf  gives  the  lamb.  It 
takes  away  their  manhood.    As  I  have  something 


f urthei  to  say,  I  move  that  the  report  be  laid  on 
the  table  and  printed. 

Mr.  Train  of  >\ard  13—1  indorse  everything 
that  ha^  been  said,  both  as  a  member  of  this 
Council  and  as  a  Dnector.  This  very  change  has 
been  asked  for  for  thiee  years,  arid  it  is  a  dis- 
grace to  the  city  that  it  has  been  allowed  to  go 
on. 

Mr.  Thacher— Tbe  committee  have  twice  report- 
ed plans  for  a  Home  for  the  Poor,  but  it  required 
a  two-thirds  vote  for  the  appropriation  and  it  fail- 
ed. It  was  not  iff  used  this  year  wbolly  on  account 
of  the  uv>w  steamer,  for  I  think  it  is  the  unani- 
mous opinion  of  fhe  committee  that  no  building 
should  be  erected  on  Deer  Island  for  a  truant 
school.  The  children  get  a  stigma  on  them  by 
gomg  to  tbs  island.  Two  of  the  Directors  have 
stateo'  to  me  personally  that  one  advantage  of 
having  a  Home  far  the  Poor  was  to  have  a  place 
for  neglected  children.  I  beard  of  an  instance 
of  a  farmer  who  agreed  to  take  a 
boy  from  the  institutions,  but  afterwards 
ceclined  to  co  so  because  of  the  bad 
name  given  the  place  by  some  one.  That  same 
boy  no  tj  holds  a  fine  situation  at  the  West.  I 
bops  we  shall  Micceed  this  year  in  getting  a  two- 
thirds  vote  for  a  Home  for  the  Poor  on  the  Austin 
farm,  or  at  least  to  start  with  &  building  for  a 
truant  school. 

Mr.  Shaw  ot  Ward  5— Hope  the  report  will  be 
laid  on  ths  table.  I  don't  like  the  language  of 
toe  report.  It  saya  that  this  class  has  no  future 
prospects  in  life.  In  this  great  lepublic  all 
classes  have  a  prospect.  What  might  have 
been     said     of    the    present    Vice     President — 

Mi.  Thacher— The  allusion  in  the  report  is  to 
older  perse  ns,  and  uot  to  juveniles. 

The  iftesidimt— The  report  applies  that  expres- 
sion to  the  aged,  and  not  to  children. 

Mr.  Shaw — I  understood  if  as  children,  but  I 
will  apply  it  to  adults.  When  a  little  boy  came 
from  the  little  town  of  Farmington,  a  descendant 
of  the  gypsies,  with  his  pack  upon  his  back  and 
with  the  cotton  cloth  protruding  from  the 
rear  of  bis  inexpressibles,  who  thought  he 
would  rise  to  be  Vice  President?  I  don't  believe 
in  building  a  Home  for  the  Poor  on  Austinfarm  at 
a  cost  of  $550,000,  but  I  do  believe  in  building  a 
schoolhouse  for  truant  children,  where  they  can 
be  protected  from  the  infamy  of  their  present  col- 
leagues. I  hope  this  natter  will  be  seriously  in- 
ve:tigated. 

The  leport  was  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims: 

Report,  that  Johanna  Hatch  had  settled  her 
claim  for  damages  for  personal  injuries  caused 
by  defect  in  Eaton  street,  for  tbe  sum  of  $ 300.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Report,  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  the 
petition  of  Caroline  W.  Mudge  for  compensation 
for  personal  injuries  received  f.otn  a  sled  on  Bos- 
ton Common.    Accepted. 

S -.  verally  sent  down. 

LEVERETT  STKEET. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  W?ru  7  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  aud 
be  hereby  is,  authorized  10  transfer  from  the  appro- 
priation for  widiuing  streets  the  sum  of  $64.46,  to 
the  appropriation  for  Widening  Leverctt  Street. 

Mr.  Elytra  explained  that  the  transfer  was  de- 
sired bv 'the  Auditor  to  settle  some  outstanding 
bills,  tne  original  appropriation  ha\mg  been  ex- 
hausted. 

The  o:der  was  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

VEGETABLE  MARKET. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  9,  the  report 
and  order  tor  transfer  of  $6000  to  complete  grad- 
ing of  Bite  for  a  vegetable  market  was  taken  from 
the  table  and  assigned  for  8y2  o'clock  P.  M.  two 
weeks  from  to  Might. 

CHAPMAN  SCHOOLHOUSE  LOT. 

Mr.  Day  of  vvard  1  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Publi'  Build- 
ings be  requested  to  consider  the  expediency  of 
fencing  and  grading  the  lot  of  land  adjoining  the 
Chapman  Schoolhouse,  in  East  Boston,  recently 
purchased  by  the  city;  and  report  estimates  of 
the  cost  thereof. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

INDEFINITELY     POSTPONED. 

On  motionof  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4,  the  or- 
der for  the  Committee  on  Division  of  Wards  to  lo- 
cate ward  rooms  was  taktn  from  the  table  and 
indefinitely  postponed. 

Oo  raotiou  of  Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  C  the  Coun- 
cil adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

OCTOBER    11,    1875. 


Regular  meeting  ac  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
rua'i  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS. 

Police  officer,  for  special  duty  under  toe  direc- 
tion of  tbe  License  Commissioners— A.  H.  Bangs. 

Special  Police  Officers— Hen  rv  Wei  ten,  Warren 
street  Chapel  and  its  vicinity;  Vincent  Modee, 
41  Haoover  street. 

Weighers  of  Coal— Obarle-*  H.  Moseisy,  Randall 
G.  Morse. 

Severally  confirmed. 

PETITIONS,  ETC.,  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  mi  the  part 
of  the  Hoard.  Petitions  for  leave  to  occuny  sta- 
bles as  follows:  David  Harney,  old  wooden,  two 
borses,  Preble,  corner  of  Rogers  street;  Ita  B. 
Quimby,  old  woodei,  one  horse,  4Murrycourt; 
Michael  Fitzgibbons,  new  wood?n,  2  horses,  43 
Middle  street;  Carrie  J.  Walley,  corner  of  Locust 
and  Buttonwood  streets,  Waid  16;  William  Tiacy, 
new  woolen,  one  horse,  Earl  street,  Ward  12; 
Moulton  &  Pearson,  old  wooden,  four  hoises,  628 
Sbawmut  avet.us;  P.  C.  Shedd,  old  wooden,  four- 
teen additional  noise  ,  Dudley  stieet. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Mary  &..  Wtr'te  and  the  Union  Institution 
for  Saviues,  for  tbp  assessment  of  compensation 
for  la -sci  on  Albany  street  taken  by  the  Boston  & 
Albany  Railroad. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of 
the  Board.  G.Hammond  et  al.,  for  the  removal 
of  a  tree  in  Waverley  street,  Ward  14. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  John  Glaacy, 
for  license  as  auctioneer  at  169  Ft  lend  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Is^ac  Taylor  et 
al.,  for  a  street  lamp  at  corner  of  Westminster 
and  Greenwich  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  John  C.  Frame 
et  al.,  that  the  proposed  sale  of  their  estates  on 
Paris  street,  tor  sewer  assessments,  be  stayed. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  Remonstrance  of 
J.  H.  Crane  and  many  others  against  the  removal 
of  signs  projecting  into  "the  public  streets. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Common.  Commu- 
nication of  Sidney  B.  Moise,  tendering  to  the  city 
a  lot  of  54,732  teet  of  land  on  Union-park  street, 
between  Harrison  avenue  and  Albany  street,  for  a 
puDlic  ground,  for  twenty-five  years,  the  sanio  to 
be  improved,  kept  and  adorned'  as  Chester  squ;.re 
is. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Petitions  for 
brick  sidewalks — Edwin  Hennessey,  at  southwest 
corner  of  B  and  Third  streets ;  Jeremiah  Murphy, 
62  Baxter  street;  Dennis  Collins,  149  B  street; 
Johu  and  Joanna  Doolin,  186  We.'t  Third  stieet; 
Morton  &  Chesley,  71-73  Wareham  street,  and  108- 
114  East  Dedham  street. 

Petition  for  edgestones  and  brick  sidewalk  — 
John  anr?  Margaret  Sullivan,  68  Baxter  street. 

Samuel  G  Reed,  that  Deacoo.  street  be  put  in 
order,   irt0^ 

Henry  Orchard  et  al.,  that  Baxter  street  be 
paved  with  wood  between  D  and  E  street. 
fc.  Clement  Willis  et  al.,  that  the  city  continue  the 
paving  now  going  on  in  Washington  street  fiom 
Chester  square  to  No.tbarnptou  street. 
{...Catherine  McGlynn  a^d  Patrick  H.  McGlynn,  to 
be  paid  damages  by  change  of  grade  in  Millmont 
street. 

Boston  Post  Company,  for  leave  to  erect  a  pri- 
vate street  light  ov?.r  their  bulletin  on  JYiilk 
street. 

James  E.  Ball,  that  Eogewood  street  be  put  in 
order  so  that  the  surface  water  may  be  diverted 
from  bis  laid. 

Josiah  Quincy  et  al.,  that  Clinton  street  be 
paved. 

P.  F.  Fol.  om  et  al.,  for  edge  tones  on  the  west 
side  of  Centre  street  from  Pond  street  to  Lake- 
viHe  place,  m  Ward  17. 

Roger  Druiy  et  al.,  that  Terrace  street  be  graded. 

Robett  Swan,  for  edgestones  ou  High  street, 
Meeting  House  Hill,  Ward  16. 

Walker,  Pratt  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  lav  a  steam 
pipe  a  ross  Ald^u  st  eet. 

John  Johnson,  tor  sidewalk  at  810  Centre  street, 
Roxbiuy. 


A.  D.Hibbard  et  al.,  that  John  stieet  be  re- 
paved. 

Mark  W.  Tate,  for  lfave  to  close  Alden  street 
for  two  weeks  while  building  operations  are  in 
progress. 

Daniel  Mahoncy,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
on  London  street. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pay  Charles  L.  Haley  $7976,  for  Brattle- 
street  damages.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  heirs  of  Joshua  Bennett  $.378,  for 
Auburn-street  damages.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  Geo-ge  D.  Howe  et  al.,  trustees, 
$20,000,  for  Congress- street  damages.    Passed. 

Order  lo  pay  Charles  S.  Bates  $7595.55,  for  Park- 
street  damages,  Charlestown.    Passed. 

PAPERS  FROM    THE    COMMON    COUNCIL    FOR  CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Petitions  of  A..  Gove.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Lamps. 

Auditor's  exhibit  of  the  state  of  the  several  ap- 
propnations  oq  Oct.  5,  1875.  (City  Doc.  No.  103.) 
Placed  on  file. 

R-port  from  Committee  ou  Claims,  tbar  they 
had  adjusted  the  claim  of  Johanna  Hatch  for  per- 
sonal injuries,  fur  $300.    Accepted. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdra  \  on  petition  of 
Caroline  W.  Mui'ge,  to  be  paid  for  personal  in- 
juries received  by  a  sled  on  Boston  Common.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Order  ror  C  .tnmittee  o.i  Public  Buildings  to  con- 
sider tbe  expediency  of  fencing  and  gradiagtke 
Chapman  Schoolhoiue  lot.    Passed. 

COMMUNICATIONS    AND    REPORTS    FROM    CITY 
OFFICERS. 

Paymaster  of  State  Aid.  Report  for  quarter 
ending  Sept.  30.  Received,  $20,096;  Disbursed, 
$20,085;  applicants  in  July,  1311;  m  August,  1229; 
iD  September.  1329.    Sent  down. 

Cochituate  Water  Board..  Application  for  leave 
to  construct  section  1  and  certain  portions  of 
sections  1,  2  and  3  of  Sudbury  Rivet  conduit  by 
day  labor.  Refened  to  Joint  Committee  on 
Water.    Sent  down. 

Fire  Commissioners.  Report  of  fires  and  alarms 
for  September:  Alarms  34,  stills  12,  bells  21,  need- 
less 1 ;  fires,  32;  loss  on  buildiuus  $10,516,  on  stock 
$133,905;  insurance  on  buildings  $134,400;  on 
stock  $486,150.    Sent  d  >wn. 

LOCATION  ACCEPTED. 

A  communication  w,ts  received  from  the  Cam- 
bridge Railroad  Company  accepting  the  location 
in  Leverett  street,  gi  anted  Sept.  20, 1875.  Placed 
on  file. 

LAMP  DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Stebbins  submitted  the  following: 

Bartlett's  Lanterns,  the  Committee  oa  Lamps, 
to  whom  were  refened  the  several  commnnica- 
tiors  from  Joseph  W.  Bartlett  of  New  Yo/k  rela- 
tive to  furnishing  the  city  with  his  globe  reflect- 
ing or  "Boulevard"  gas  lantern,  having  considered 
the  same,  would  respectfully  report,  Tnat  per- 
mission was  granted  to  Mr.  Bartlett  ia  August 
last  to  place  on  Columbus  avenue,  for 
trial  (but  withojt  expense  to  tbe  city),  twelve 
of  his  lanterns.  The  advantages  claimed 
f oi  the  Bartlett  lantern  ovei  those  now  in  use  in 
the  streets  of  our  city  is  chiefly  in  affording  great- 
er light  without  at»y  increase  in  the  consumption 
of  gas.  At ler  careful  observation  your  committee 
are  of  opinion  that  the  advantage  cUimed  is  haid- 
)y  perceptible,  while  the  objections  to  this  lantern 
are— fitst,  its  exoense,  the  price  named  by  Mr. 
Bartlett  being  more  than  the  cost  of  the  pres- 
ent copper-framed  pattern  ;  second,  when 
broken,  the  entire  lantern  is  drstroyed,  while 
glass  broken  in  those  now  ia  use  is  re- 
placed at  a  small  expense;  third,  the  bottom 
of  the  lantern  being  entirely  open,  the  wind  caus- 
es the  flame  to  flicker  badly,  and  materially  less- 
ens the  light.  Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that 
the  pattern  of  lantern  now  in  use  with  the  attach- 
ment for  street  signs  is  best  adapted  lor  out  city, 
and  tbey  would  recommuno  that  no  further  ac- 
tion be  taken  on  the  proposition  of  -Mr.  Bartlett, 
and  that  he  be  allowed  to  remove  his  lanterns 
from  Columbus  avenue  at  or  before  the  expira- 
tion of  the  time  for  which  the  same  were  placed 
ou  trial. 

Accepted. 

Pay  of  Charlestown  Lamplighters.  Tha  Com- 
mittee o'n  Lamps,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  tbe  lamplighters  of  thy  Cbailestown  Dis- 
trict asking  that  their  compensation  be  made  the 
same  as  that  paid  in  the  city  proper,  having  con- 
sidered  the   subject,  would   respectfully  report, 
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tbat  tbe  petitioners  appeared  before  your  com- 
mittee and  stated  tbat  they  did  net  complain  of 
tbe  amount  received  for  tbeir  labor,  but  claimed 
tbat  as  tbey  performed  tbe  same  service  as  other 
lamplighter  ,the  compensation  should  be  uniform. 
The  preseut  payment  of  trie  petitioners  is$1.50per 
day  or  $45  per  inontb,  whdetne  amount  paid  oy  the 
city  of  Charleston  before  annexation  ti  Boston 
was  about$30  per  rnoutb,  tbe  lamps  being  lighted 
only  twenty  days  in  ^ach  mi  nib.  For  this  service 
in  tbe  citv  props*,  East  aod  South  Boston,  there 
is  paid  two  cents  for  each  lamp  per  night,  or  say 
$ 69  t>-r  cioi  tb,  varying  accoidii  g  to  the  number 
of  lamps  cared  for.  In  view  of  the  fact,  thac  near- 
ly all  i  he  lamplighters  have  other  employment, 
from  which  they  receive  more  or  less  ioco  i-e,  sev- 
eral of  tbeir  number  being  janitors  ot  city  build- 
ings, and  also  ot  tbe  greater  i  umber  ot  lamps 
which  each  man,  by  tbe  use  of  the  pat-nt 
torch,  is  able  to  properly  car  -  for,  your 
committee  would  recouimeni  the  passage 
of  the  accompanying  order  fixing  the  com- 
pensation ot  the  persons  employed  in  the  caie  of 
the  public  gaslight*  in  ibe  city  proper,  East  and 
South  Boston  and  tbe  Charlestown  District  at  1% 
ctots  foi  each  lctmp  per  night.  The  attention  ot 
the  couornittee  has  also  been  called  to  the  (act 
that  the  persons  employed  to  light  the  public 
lamps  in  tbe  Roxoury  aad  Dorchester  distnct3 
receive  f  1.67  per  dav,  w  hile  those  h  the  West  Rox- 
bury  and  Brighton  district*,  for  the  same  laoor,  are 
paid  $1.50  per  day.  Your  committee  are.  of  opinion 
that  the  compensation  of  the  men  in  these  districts 
should  be  uniform,  and  that  $1.67  is  a  proper  sum 
to  be  paid  for  the  service  rendered,  and  thev  re- 
port an  order  to  that  effech.  If  the  proposed  order 
is  adopted  the  average  pay  of  ths  men  having 
charge  of  the  gas  lamps  iu  tbe  city  proper,  East 
arid  South  Boston  and  Charlestown  will  amount 
to  about  $60  per  mouth,  aud  those  in  Dorchester, 
Roxbuiy,  West  Roxbu  y  and  Brighton  will  receive 
$50  per  month. 

Ordered,  That  from  and  af  er  Oct.  15, 1875,  and 
until  otbei  wise  orci.  red,  tbe  compensation  of  the 
pers' ms  employed  in  the  lighting  and  care  of  the 
public  gas  lamps  in  the  city  proper,  East  and 
South  Boston  and  the  Charlestown  District  shall 
be  at  the  late  of  1% cents  for  euch  lamp  per  nigut. 

Ordered,  Tbat  from  and  after  Oct.  15, 1875,  and 
until  otbeiwi^e  ordPred,  the  compensation  of  tbe 
persons  employed  in  tbe  lighting  and  cs-re  of  tbe 
public  lamps  iu  Rnxbuiy,  Doi Chester,  West  Rox- 
bury  and  Brightoa  s-hall  be  at  tbe  rate  of  $1.67 
per  day. 

The  vtpoit  was  accepted  and  the  orders  wei.t 
over. 

RAILROAD  TRACKS  IN  COLUMBUS  AVENUE. 

Alderman  Wortbington  presented  the  remon- 
strancesof  C.E.FoxeraZ.  ana  Owe ■•  Russell  et  al., 
agairst  the  laying  of  the  Highland  railroad  tracks 
in  CoJum bus  avenue. 

A  remonstrance  was  received  for  Martin  S.  Keith 
against  tbe  laying  ot  a  horse  raitroad  track  in 
Columbvs  avenue  between  Berkeley  street  and 
Chester  square,  and  ptayiug  that  one  avenue  in 
that  part  of  the  city  may  be  reserved  so  that  citi- 
zens c. in  drive  out  of  town  without  driving  over 
railroad  tracks. 

Severally  laid  on  the  table  to  await  the  heating 
on  Mono  ay  tbe  25th  inst. 

LAND    DAMAGES. 

Aldermao  Wortbington  submitted  orders  to  pay, 
from  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  tbe  pait  of  tbe 
Boai  d,  for  l^no  damages  as  follows: 

Ruf  us  Est&broofc,  $312.55,  widening  of  Shawmut 
avenue. 

James  F.  B.  Marshall,  $1353.75,  widening  of  Bow 

James  W.  Drury,  $5164.60,  laying  out  of  Terrace 
street. 
Severally  lead  twice  and  passed. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  tbe  following  from 
the  Com  .  ltres  on  Seweis : 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Jo- 
seph W.  Hurd  to  be  paid  foi  damages,  at  242  Cen- 
tre street,  caused  by  construction  of  a  sewer.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Report  and  orders  of  notice  of  hearings  on  Mon- 
day next,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  expediency  of 
constructing  sewers  as  follows:  Ten  ace  street, 
from  Gore"  avenue  to  New  Heath  street,  and  in 
New  Heath  street  between  Terrace  and  Pynchon 
streets;  in  Clinton  street  between  Commercial 
street  and  At'antic  avenue.  Orders  severally 
passed. 


Order  for  tha  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Troy 
street.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Oroered,  That  the  sum  of  $51.88  be  abated  from 
the  assessments  on  W.  E.  Woodward  and  $29.20 
from  tbe  assessment  of  Fairfield  Gilbert  for  a 
sewer  on  Magazine  street;  and  tbat  $21.73  is  here- 
by assessed  upon  John  J.  Baldwin  and  $13.50  upon 
Jumes  Galviu  for  the  same  sewer. 

Read  twice  aod  passed. 

FANEUIL  HALL. 

Aide: man  Prescott  submitted  a  leport  from  the 
Committee  on  Fan euil  Hall  in  favor  of  granting 
said  hall  to  John  E.  Fitzgerald  et  al.,  for  a  politi- 
cal meeting  on  Oct.  14.    Accepted. 

OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Overseers  of  the  Poor  recom- 
mending the  eleenon  of  George  Curtis  to  fill  tbe 
vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  Dr.  Ira  Alleo. 

Also  a  rninoritv  report  signed  by  Mr.  Barry  of 
Ward  7,  recommeidiog  the  election  of  Henry  L. 
Richards  of  Ward  14. 

The  report  wis  accepted  and  on  motion  of  11- 
dermao  Viles  ao  election  was  ordered.  Aldermen 
Viles  and  O'Brien  were  appoioted  a  committee  to 
collect  and  count  votes.    They  reported — 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast , 11 

Necessary  to  a  choice 6 

George  Curtis 8 

Henry  L.  Richards 3 

And  Mr.  Curtis  was  declared  elected  ot  the  part 
of  the  Board. 
Sent  do,*n. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Alderman  O'Brien  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands: 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  of 
George  H.  Davis  for  change  in  conditions  of  land 
adjoining  the  burial  ground  on  East  Newton 
street;  also  that  certain  conditions  running  with 
his  land  on  East  Newton  street  be  cbaugeu  into 
restrictions.    Accepted. 

Report  on  petition  of  John  J.  McNutt  for  deeds 
of  ceitain  land,  recommendiag  the  passage  of  the 
following: 

Whereas,  Tbe  city  of  Boston,  bv  two  agreements 
dated  May  18,  1866,  and  April  15,  1868,  obliged 
itself  to  co  lvev  to  John  J.  McNutt  certain  parcels 
of  land  in  said  Boston,  being  lots  on  Maiden  and 
Wareham  streets,  as  shown  on  a  plan  recorded 
with  plans  ot  citv  lands  sold,  in  book  2,  page  175, 
in  the  office  ot  tbe  Superintendent  of  Public 
LaDds,  upon  tbe  te;ms  and  conditions  in  said 
agreements  contained;  and  whereas  the  said  Mc- 
Nutt has  lost  or  mislaid  said  agreement,  and  is  de- 
sirous of  obtaining  deeds  of  saidlind:  therefore, 
it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  Tb  at  two  deeds  be  given  to  said  John 
J.  McNutt  of  said  land,  upon  compliance  by  him 
with  all  the  stipulations  and  conditions  contained 
in  s  id  agreement,  aod  upon  his  oiving  a  bond 
drawn  satisfactory  to  the  City  Solicitor,  to  save 
the  city  harmless  against  said  lost  or  mislaid 
agreements ;  and  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  Su- 
penotendeot  of  Public  Lands  are  authorized  to 
execute  two  deeds  accordingly. 

Order  read  twice  and  pas'.eJ. 

Severally  sentc'owa. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  reports  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  ot  the 
Board,  in  favor  of  granting  petmits  to  occupy 
stable  by  G.  F.  Parker,  24  Newto  i  street,  Ward  19; 
Morrill  G.  Curtis,  Summit  avenue;  Silas  Potter, 
Alaska  street;  Joseph  E.  Bray,  Canal  «neet, 
Ward  20;  George  L.  Thayer,  Washington  stteec, 
near  Dale;  Thomas  Jackson,  2  Sumner  place, 
Ward  14.  Also  reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  by  William 
Nichols,  86  Travers  street;  W.  H.  Honeywell, 
rear  of  215  Cabot  street:  F.  A.  Birry,  opposite  511 
Duoley  street,  Ward  14.    Severally  accepted. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  as  follows : 

Amusement  Lice  as°s  Granted— J.  Stuart  Rogers, 
to  exhibit  musical  and  variety  company  a*  John- 
A.  Andrew  Hall. 

Auctioneer  Licensee — A.  P.  Newman,  275  Wash- 
ington street. 

Billiard  Licenses  Granted— Otis  E.  Cousins,  225 
Tremont  street;  Lew's  Rice  &  Son.  American 
House;  Ciocker  &  Buck,  St.  James  Hotel;  Gus- 
tave  Utz,  482  Tremont  street. 

Minors  Applications  Granted— Three  boot- 
blacks, ten  newsboys. 
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Wagon  Licenses  Gra'  ted— John  Claneey,  120  122 
Federal  street;  Alvis  Naumann,  113  West  Canton 
street;  James  Cesson,  61  Lincoln  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

Oi-dered,  That  the  license  heretofore  a  ranted  to 
Abby  Adams  to  keep  an  intelligence  office  at  cor- 
ner of  Pleasant  and  Washington  streets  be  re- 
voked for  cause. 

Read  cwice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  tbe  license  heretofore  granted  to 
D.  S.  Olney  to  keep  ao  intelligence  office  at  4  Hol- 
lis  street  be  revoked  for  cause. 

Reari  twice  and  p  ssed. 

PAVING  EEPOETS  AND  ORDEES. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  reports  and  orders 
from  the  Committee  on  Paving  as  follows: 

Report  aod  order  foi  the  repaying  cf  Friend 
streec  between  Washington  and  Merrimac  streets 
with  small  granite  blocks;  estimated  cost  $5500. 
Order  read  twice  and  pissed. 

Report  and  order  tor  the  grading  of  Fountain 
street  acceding  to  grade  established  by  the  Street 
Commissioners,  and  for  edgestones  and  paved 
gutters  arid  macadamized  roadway  on  said  street. 
Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  Thar  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  he 
directed  to  construct  a  retaining  wall  on  the 
southerly  side  of  Rockland  street,  between  Rock- 
land avenue,  and  Walnut  avenue.  Estimated  cost, 
$1500. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  aid  order  foi  setting  of  edgestones  and 
pavine  of  gutters  on  Seventh  street,  between  Gl- 
and H  streets,  and  macadamizing  roadway  of  said 
street.    Ordei  read  twice  aod  passed. 

Report  in  favor  of  graotiufr,  on  usual  coi  di- 
tions,  a  permit  to  Charles  W.  Grant  to  maintain 
and  use  a  hoisting  beam  at  61  Kilby  street.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Report  and  order  to  pay  Philip  O'Donnell  $1000, 
for  grace  damages  at  15,  17  and  19  Tabor  street. 
Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordeied,  That  notice  be  and  hereby  is  given  to 
the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  and  to  the 
Highland  Street  Railway  Company  to  raise  their 
track  at  the  junction  of  Guild  row,  Washington 
and  Dudley  streets,  to  such  height  as  mav  be  de- 
termined by  the  Superintendent  of  Streets:  also 
to  pave  the  soace  occupied  by  said  tracks  with 
small  granite  blocks;  the  work  to  be  done  unoer 
the  direction  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Super- 
intendent of  Streets. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  accompanying  paper,  dat?d 
Sept.  27, 1875,  and  executed  co  the  city  of  Boston 
by  William  Gaston,  relating  to  the  settlement  of 
oamaares  to  the  floatitg dock  at  Litchfield's  wharf, 
be  approved  and  accepted  by  the  city  of  Boston 
in  satisfaction  of  the  requirements  of  the  vote 
passed  May  20, 1875,  authorizing  $6000  to  be  paid 
to  William  Gaston,  receiver,  upon  his  giving  to 
the  city  a  release  of  all  claims  for  damages  to 
Litchfield's  dry  dock  and  the  right  to  support  the 
filling  of  Atlantic  avenue  upon  the  Litchfield's 
wharf. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  raise  the  area  at  the  intersection  of 
Washington  ano  Dudley  streets,  Roxburv,  and  re- 
pav^e  the  same  with  small  granite  blocks.  Esti- 
mated cost,  $2000. 

Read  tnice  and  passed. 

Reports  and  ordeis  for  brick  sidewalks  in  fiont 
of  estates  of  Henrietta  Goldsmith  on  Gore  avenue, 
near Tieinont  street;  Henry  B.  Williams,  Nos.  68, 
70,  72  and  74,  Shawmut  ayerue,  and  on  Ohio  street. 
Orders  severally  read  twice  ana  passed. 

Ordered,  l'ha<  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
Directed  to  reset  the  edgestones  and  relay  tne 
sidewalks  on  Cortez  street,  according  to  the  es- 
tablished giaJe  as  recently  laid  out  b\  the  Board 
of  Street  Com rxiis-ioneit;  also  to  furnish  edge- 
stones, where  required,  on  said  street  and  to  pave 
the  gutters  and  macadamize  the  roadway,  and  to 
report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  of  fur- 
nishing said  edorestones. 

Read  cwice  and  passed. 

Reoort  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of 
Daniel  Osbom  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Foster  street,  Wfird  19.    Accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Collector  be  directed  to 
abate  the  sum  of  $6.50  assessed  to  Hemy  C.  Short 
and  the  sum  of  $6.70  assessed  Horatio  B.Arnold 
for  edgestones  on  West  Cottage  street,  and  the 
said  parties  ba  reassessed  as  follows:  Heory  C. 
Short  $10.86,  Horatio  B.  Arnold  $11.16,  for  side- 
walk on  West  Cottage  street. 


Read  twice  and  passed. 

MILITIA  TAEGET  PEACTICE. 

Alderman  Quucy  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  b-  author- 
ized and  requested  to  issue,  on  amplication  by  the 
militia  organizations  in  tMs  city Jf  permits  to  prac- 
tise target  firing  preparatory  to  the  proposed  rifle 
match  of  the  Stats  militia,  said  permits  to  desig- 
nate such  place«  for  the  practice,  within  rhe  city 
limits  as  may  be  approved  by  the  Chief  of  Po'ice. 

Alderman  Quincy— This  order  is  offeied  as  a 
precautionary  meanue,  several  of  the  compaires 
being  on  the  lookout  for  a  place  in  the  suburbs 
where  they  can  practice  preparatory  to  the' rifle 
match,  and  it  is  tended  to  notify  them  to  set  toe 
permission  of  the  Mayor  ,  and  it  was  thought  best 
to  require  tbetn  to  obtain  the  approval  of  the 
(Jhief  of  Police. 

Alderman  Burrage— Would  tne  passage  of  this 
order  compel  the  Chief  of  Police  to  furnish  some 
place  withm  the  city  limits,  whether  one  could  be 
found  suitable  or  k  ot? 

Alderman  Quincy — It  was  intended  to  make  bi=» 
approval  a  oonditiua  precedenr  to  the  granting  of 
a  permit  by  the  Mayor.  If  they  can  find  no  proper 
place,  no  permission  will  be  given.  One  company 
has  already  con  -ulted  him  in  regard  to  one  place, 
and  he  has  reported  unfavorably. 

The  ordei  was  read  twice  and  parsed. 

WABEANT  FOR  THE  STATE  ELECTION. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 

Ordeied,  Tirat  warrants  be  issued  for  the  u,eer- 
ing  of  the  legal  voters  ot  this  city  ii  tns-ir  respect- 
ive wards,  on  Tuesday,  the  second  day  of  Novetn- 
b-r  next  (being  the  Tuesday  aft^r  tbe  first 
Monday  in  said  month),  at  eigot  o'clock, 
A.  M.,  then  and  there  to  give  m  cheir  bal- 
lots for  a  Governor,  Lieutenant  Governor,  Sec- 
retary, Auditor,  Attorney  General,  Treas- 
urer and  Receiver  General  ot  the  Commonwealth; 
also  for  the  requisite  number  of  Councillors,  Sen- 
ators ami  Representatives  to  which  this  city  is  en- 
titled in  its  several  districts;  also  for  a  Clerk  of 
the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  for  the  county  of 
Suffolk  in  place  of  George  C.  Wilde,  deceased. 
All  the  fo*egoi?g  tc  be  voted  for  on  one  ballot. 
Tbe  polls  to  be  kept  opsn  until  4%  o'clock  P.  M. 

Also  ordered,  That  the  Ci'y  Clerk  publish  the 
notice  of  the  days  and  hours  of  the  registration  of 
voters  as  requited  by  law 

Passed. 

EAST  BOSTON  WATEE  SUPPLY. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Water  consider  aod  report  wh;  t  action  should  be 
taken  to  enable  the  City  Collector  to  properly  ad- 
just the  accounts  of  his  office  for  water  supplied 
to  East  Boston  from  the  Cochituate  service. 
Passed.    Sent  down. 

CONSTABLES'  BONDS  APPROVED. 

Alderman  Stebbins  presented  the  bonds  of  Eli- 
jah D.  Foss  and  several  other  constables,  and 
on  his  motioe  they  were  approved  by  the  Board. 

constables'  nominations. 

On  mo. ion  of  Alderman  St  bbius,  the  nomina- 
tion of  Nicholas  G.  Lynch  as  a  constable  was  tak- 
en from  the  table. 

Alderman  Stebbins  saio  that  all  objections  had 
been  removed,  and  that  those  who  had  made  com- 
plaint.  against  Mr.  Lynch  were  not  to  be  relied 
on. 

The  nominariou  was  confirmed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington,  tbe  nomi- 
nation of  Samu  1  J.  Bradlee  as  a  constable  was 
taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  Won  binefton  said  he  could  not  find 
any  serious  objections  to  Mi.  Bradlee. 

Alderman  Burraire  said  there  were  certain 
things  to  Mr.  Bradlee's  discredit  that  had  rot 
been  cleared  up.  Wichout  alluding  to  anything 
else,  he  would  say  that  Mr.  Bradlee  had  been 
practising  law,  or  rather  had  been  a  student  in 
law,  for  rhe  last  three  or  four  years,  while  acting 
as  constable,  which  is  considered  improper  if  not 
irregular.  An  attorney  owning  a  constable  isn't 
coasidered  just  the  thi-'g. 

Tae  Chairman  read  a  notice  in  the  Daily  Adver- 
tiser that  Mr.  Bradlee  was  to  be  admitted  to  the 
bar  on  Oct.  18  if  no  objection  is  made. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  he  was  willing  it 
should  lie  over  if  any  one  desired.  Tbe  greatest 
objection  he  had  heard  was  from  those  who  were 
constables  inferior  in  ability  to  Mr.  Bradlee,  but 
as  this  other  matter  will   have  to  bo  investigate 
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be   moved    that   the   nomination  be  laid  on  the 
table,  which  motion  prevailed. 

INVITATION     ACCEPTED. 

An  invitation  was  received  for  the  Bo;,rd  to  at- 
tend a  lecture  at  the  Boston  Theatre  on  Sunday 
evening,  Oct.  17,  by  Rev.  J.  L.  Spalding,  in  aid  of 
the  Carney  Hospital.    Accepted. 

ENLARGEMENT  OF  SUFFOLK  JAIL  FOE    THE    MUNI- 
CIPAL   COURTS. 

The  Chairman  offered  the  following: 


Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ing* on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  be  re- 
quested to  procure  and  submit  to  this  Board  as 
early  as  practicable  plans  and  estimates  tor  en- 
larging the  Suffolk  County  Jail,  in  North  Charles 
street,  01  for  providing  accommodations  in  the 
jail  yard  for  the  criminal  courts  now  located  in 
the  Court  House. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  Board  ad- 
journed, and  stood  adjourned  to  tomorrow  at  iy2 
P.  M. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

OCTOBER    12,    1875. 


A  special  meenitig  of  the  Board  occurred  at  7% 
P.  M.  for  the  purpose  of  holding  a  joint  conven- 
tion with  the  School  Committee,  after  which  the 
following  business  was  transacted : 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATION  CONFIRMED. 

Special  Police  Officer— Simeon  Nolan,  17  Beacon 
street. 

BONDS  APPROVED. 

The  bonds  of  James  Ball  and  others,  constab'es, 
being  presented  duly  certified,  were  approved  by 
the  Board. 

TREES  TO  BE  REMOVED. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of  the  Board 
in  favor  of  gran  ling  permits  for  the  removal  of 
trees,  at  petitioners'  expense,  under  direction  of 
Superintendent  of  Common,  as  follows:  Laura  A. 
Loring  et  al.,  36  Essex  street,  Charlestown;  Philo 
S.  Shelton,  37  Chestnut  street;  S.  P.  Payson,  six 
trees  on  Forest  street.    Severally  accepted. 

Oa  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

OCTOBER    14,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  7y2  o'clock  P.  M., 
Halsey  J.  Boardman,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Reports  of  fires  and  alarms  for  September, 
and  of  Paymaster  of  State  aid.    Placed  on  file. 

Papers  were  referred  in  concurrence,  viz.:  1. 
To  Committee  on  Coaimou,  etc.,  a  commuuicatioa 
from  Sidney  B.  Morse,  tendering  to  the  city  a 
tract  of  land  for  a  public  squaie,  as  shown  on  an 
accompanying  plan ;  2.  To  Committee  on  "Water, 
an  application  from  the  Cochituate  Water  Board 
for  leave  to  construct  section  1,  and  ceitam  por- 
tions of  basins  1,  2  and  3  of  Sudbury  River  con- 
duit by  day  labor. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of 
George  HL.  Davis  that  certain  conditions  on  his 
land  on  East  Newton  street  be  changed  into  re- 
strictions, and  for  change  in  conditions  of  land 
adjoining  burial  ground  on  said  street.  Accepted. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  for  a  transfer  of  $64.46,  from  the  ap  pro- 
prianon  for  Widening  Streets  to  that  for  widen- 
ing Leveiett  street.  Laidjon  the  table,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Flynn  of  "Ward  7,  on  account  of  two-thirds 
of  the  members  not  being  present,  and  subse- 
quently taken  up  and  passed— yeas  57,  nays  1. 
Sent  up. 

Certificate  of  the  election  of  Thomas  Gaffield  as 
Trustee  of  the  Public  Library,  in  place  of  D.  S. 
Curtis,  resigned. 

Report  and  order  to  deliver  to  John  J.  McNutt 
two  deeds  of  certain  lots  of  land  on  Maiden  and 
Wareham  streets.  Oraer  read  twice  and  passed. 
Order  for  the  Committee  on  Water  to  report 
what  action  snould  be  taken  to  enable  the  City 
Collector  to  adjust  his  accounts  for  water  to  East 
Boston  from  Cochituate  service.  Order  read  twice 
and  passed. 

Repoit  nominating,  and  certificate  of  election, 
of  George  Curtis  as  Overseer  of  the  Poor,  in  place 
of  Ira  Allen,  deceased,  and  minority  repoit  nomi- 
nating H.  L.  Richards  for  said  position.  The  ma- 
jority report  was  accepted  and  the  nomination 
was  laid  over. 

Order  for  the  Mayor  to  issue  permits  for  target 
firing  by  militia  companies.  Read  twice  and 
passed. 

The  Council  pi  oceeded  to  an  election  and  Messrs. 
"Whitmore  of  Ward  4,  Stacey  of  Ward  21,  and  Leigh- 
ton  of  Ward  1  were  appointee?  a  committee  to  col- 
lect and  count  votes.    They  reported- 
Whole  number  of  votes 49 

Necessary  to  a  choice 25 

Thomas  Garfield  had 13 

George  S.  Hillard 34 

William  E.  Perkins 1 

J.  W.  Steere 1 


And  Mr.  Hillard  was  declared  elected  in  non-con- 
currence.   Sent  up. 

Order  for  a,  transfer  of  $65.09,  from  item  for 
"Contingent  Expenses"  to  that  for  "Assessors' 
Sheets,"  in  the  appropriation  for  Registration  of 
Voters,  etc.  Laid  on  the  table,  on  account  of  the 
lack  of  two-thirds  of  the  members,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Fly  un  of  Ward  7,  and  subsequently  taken  up 
and  passeo.  in  concurrence— yeaj  57,  nays  1. 

ENLARGEMENT  OF  EASTERN- AVENUE  WHARF. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  theCoun- 
cil  tO"k  up  the  special  ?ssignment  for  7.45  P.  M., 
viz.,  order  for  a  transfer  of  $6800  from  the  Re- 
served Fund,  to  be  expended  in  altering  and  en- 
larging Eastern-avenue  wharf  to  accommodate 
che  steamer  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  PuDiic 
Institutions,  tne  work  to  be  done  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  and 
authorizing  them  to  settle  with  Harbor  Commis- 
sioners tor  tide  waters  to  be  built  ovei. 

Passed  in  concu  rence — yeas  57,  nay  1. 

ORCHARD  PARK  AND  MADISON  SQUARE. 

f  Under  the  head  of  unfinished  business  the 
Council  considered  the  order  foi  additional  ex- 
penditures in  department  of  Common,  etc.,  viz., 
for  superintendence  and  labor,  $7000;  for  grading 
and  improving  Madison  square,  $5000;  for  en- 
closing ana  improving  Bromley  park,  $t300;  said 
sums  to  i  e  tiausterred,  viz.,  from  appropriation 
for  extension  of  fence  on  Commonwealth  avenue, 
$10,000;  for  capping  and  pointing  wall  on  Foun- 
tain square,  $1500;  for  building  bank  wall  on 
Washington  park,  $1500;  tor  bird  houses,  $300— 
with  a  proposed  amendment  to  strike  out  "$5000" 
as  above  set  forth,  and  insert  instead  mere  .if 
"$2800,"  and  also  che  following:  "For  grading  and 
improving  Orchard  park,  $2200,"  and  an  amend- 
ment to  toe  amendment  to  strike  out  "$2800,"  and 
insert  in  its  place  "$3000,"  and  to  strike  out 
"$2200,"  and  insert "  $2000  '  in  place  thereof. 

The  question  was  upon  the  amendment  to  ths 
amendment,  which  was  adopted,  and  the  order  as 
ameoded  was  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Cushing  of  Ward  4— Can  the  order  be 
amended  again? 

The  Presidents — In  some  other  part,  but  not  in 
the  portion  already  amended. 

Mr.  Curbing— There  aie  parts  of  this  order  as 
amended  which  are  objected  to  by  individuals  of 
this  committee,— especially  the  proposed  expendi- 
ture on  Orchard  park.  I  thought  we  could  pass 
the  appropriations  for  superintendence,  labor  and 
Bromley  park,  and  let  the  other  matters  rest 
awhile  till  we  can  decide  whether  to  continue 
those  improvements  on  Madison  square  and 
Orchard  paik. 

The  President — Unless  a  motion  to  recorsider 
prevails  the  amendments  relating  to  Orchard  park 
cannoi  he  revised. 

Mr.  Cushing — Would  a  motion  to  reconsider  be 
in  order? 

The  President — It  would,  at  the  proper  time,  and 
if  no  objection  is  made  the  Chair  will  entertain  it 
now,  if  the  gentleman  should  see  fit  to  make  it. 

Mr.  Cushing— Then  I  move  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  amenduieots  relating  to  Or- 
chard park  ana  Madison  square  were  adopted. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  13—1  hope  that  motion  will 
not  prevail  it  the  gentleman  can  give  no  other 
reason  than  that  mernbeisof  the  committee  would 
like  to  wait  a  little  longer.  It  don't  seem  to  me 
that  that  is  a  good  ana  substantial  reason.  If 
there  is  a  good  reason  I  wdl  favor  a  reconsidera- 
tion. It  is  knovn  that  this  is  a  good  time  to  do 
that  work;  labor  and  materials  are  cheaper  than 
th»y  will  be  for  some  time.  I  hope  the  order  will 
pass  now. 

In  this  connection  the  President  read  a  leport 
from  the  City  Engineer  in  obedience  to  order  of 
Oct.  5th,  that  the  estimated  amount  of  filling  re- 
quired to  complete  the  raising  of  the  grade  of 
Orchard  park  to  the  grade  of  che  portion  alieady 
filled,  if  measuied  in  place,  is  thirty  cubic  yards 
of  gravel  in  path,  a'jd  2200  cubic  yards  of  loam  on 
the  grounds.    Read  and  sent  up. 

Mr.  Cushing — In  answer  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  13, 1  will  say  that  in  the  first  place  there  <-as 
no  appropriation  for  Orchard  park,  when  the  bud- 

§ct  was  made  up  at  the  tiist  of  the  year.  He  and 
is  colleagues  we; e  very  earnest  to  have  some- 
thing done  there,  and  claimed  that  $2000  would 
put  toe  parkin  good  condition.  Since  then  $2500 
have  been  expended  there,  and  they  still  want  the 
$2000  t-jat  they  thought  would  finish  it  at  the  first 
of  tte  season.  I  should  like  to  get  at  a  way  to  fix 
it.  It  is  possible  that  $2000  may  complete  it,  and. 
that  it  may  be  a  good  job  for  the  city  to  do.    It  is 
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also  possible  that  $3000  mayfiuish  M/adison  square, 
all  bough  the  gentleman  told  us  that  when  the 
preseut  -work  was  done  it  would  be  filled  up. 

Mr.  Wilbur — The  gentleman  from  Ward  4  must 
Dave  misunderstood  me,  as  it  was  Orchard  park 
to  wbieh  I  bad  reference. 

Mr.  Cushing — I  understood  him  to  say  Madison 
square.  How  I  came  to  under  staad  that  it  was 
Madison  square  was  that  it  was  sinking  all  the 
time,  and  tbey  bad  not  a  firm  botton  there,  and 
could  i.ot  get  one  unless  it  was  filled  witi  gravel. 
We  have  expended  $15,000  on  Madison  square, 
$500  this  year  aud  $10,000  last  year.  If  we  are  go- 
ing to  spend  $3000  more  and  Dot  complete  it,  I 
don't  think  any  gentleman  io  the  Council  would 
like  to  do  so.  Those  are  ray  reasoos  tor  wishing 
to  have  the  matter  reconsidered. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  "Ward  5 — My  colleague  upon  the 
committee  is  slightly  mistaken  in  stating  i  hat 
$10,000  were  spent  last  year  and  $5000  tbis  year 
upon  Madison  square.  Vi  e  have  spent  $5000  this 
year,  but  only  $10,000  have  been  spent  altogether. 
As  for  the  sinking,  there  is  reason  to  be  mistaken 
there.  It  bas  settled,  but  the  engineer  aod  parties 
expert  m  the  matter  have  stated  ^heir  belief  that 
there  will  be  no  more  settling  at  all,  and  that  a 
sure  foundation  bas  been  reached.  It  is  true  the 
square  is  not  finished.  There  was  a  discussion  in 
the  committee,  and  it  was  considered  by  some— as 
I  had  the  honor  to  state  to  the  Council  the 
other  eveniog— that  it  would  be  injudicious  to 
spend  the  whole  amount  upon  Madison  square; 
taat  the  matrer  should  be  equalized  and  that  some 
portion  of  the  money  should  go  to  Orchara  park. 
I  believed  that  the  whole  of  the  money  should  not 
be  spent  in  one  place  at  the  present  time.  The 
great  difficulty  was  that  when  the  appropriation 
was  made. up  at  the  first  of  the  year,  the  commit- 
tee judged  that  $115,000  should  be  appropriated 
for  Common  and  Squares,  and  that  vas  agreed 
to  without  a  dissenting  voice;  but  when  that  mat- 
ter reached  the  Finance  Committee,  in  the  usual 
course  of  business,  that  ai&propriation  was  cue 
down  from  $115,000  to  $85,000,  without  the  com- 
mittee knowing  anything  about  it.  The  committee 
dia  not  wish  to  be  factious  about  it  ana  let  it 
pass ;  but  some  of  us  believed  that  the  appropria- 
tion would  be  short.  I  believeo  th-»t  mor-  should 
be  added,  and  as  one  I  would  n't  object  to  adding 
more  now,  though,  in  the  opinion  of  the  com 'nit- 
tee,  it  is  not  ad visaole  to  ask  for  aoy  more  money 
now.  it  was  the  judgment  of  some  members  of 
the  committee  that  the  money  should  be  divided. 
Madison  square  and  Orchard  paik  Doth  need  an 
appropriation,  and  it  does  seem  to  me  that  the 
claim  of  the  friends  of  Orchard  park  is  right  and 
jncicious.  A  schoolhouse  is  verv  near  the  park, 
and  cnildren  have  to  ssade  tbiough  waterm  cross- 
ing  it.  Certainly  there  should  be  something  more 
than  has  already  been  done.  Gentlemen  living 
adjaceut  to  Orchard  park  can  judge  as  well  as  the 
rest  of  us,  and  I  believe  they  have  made  out  a 
good  case.  As"  an  individual,  my  judgment  is 
against  a  reconsideration,  for  I  think  it  is  an 
equitable  decision 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6 — As  I  understand  tbis 
matter  the  dispute  is  about  whether  any  money 
ought  to  be  spent  there,  and  if  so,  how  much 
should  be  s sent  upon  M-edrsuu  square  aDd  Orch- 
ard park.  I  think  it  extremely  doubtful  whether 
the  order  will  get  a  two-thirds  vote  with  these 
provisions,  and  I  understand  that  it  is  row  pro- 
posed to  so  amend  the  order  as  to  leave  them  for 
future  consideration  upon  theit  own  merits, 
if  the  motion  to  reconsider  prevails,  and 
rjass  the  additional  exneoditur^s  for  superintend- 
ence, labor  and  improvement  of  Bromley  park, 
and  not  delay  the  whole  matter  on  account  of  the 
objectioos  to  these  two  parts.  It  seems  to  me 
that  that  is  desirable.  My  impression  is  that  the 
order  in  its  present  shape  cannot  get  the  neces- 
sary two-thirds  vote,  and  the  only  way  to  get  that 
is  to  modrry  it  by  leaving  tho^e  two  items  out. 

Mr.  Shaw— It  is  but  fair  that  this  matter  should 
be  plainly  and  distinctly  understood  by  the  Coun- 
cil. The  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
6  is  to  lay  these  two  matters  over.  It  is  now  the 
middle  of  October,  and  if  they  are  laid  over  now 
they  virtually  go  over  for  the  year.  What  will  be 
the'  effect  of  'that ?  Why,  sir,  laborers  are  now  in 
need  of  laDor.  The  city  has  a  contract  for  loam 
at  sixty-eight  cents  a  load,  acd  pr.ibab'y  so  low  a 
contract  as  that  will  never  be  marie  gain.  That 
work  can  never  be  done,  in  my  judgment,  ant- 
thing  like  as  cheaply  as  it  can  now.  It 
is  a  very  important  consideration  whether 
we  pay  sixty-eight  cents  a  load  for  loam, 
or  $1,  $1.25  or  $1  50.    Everybody  knows  that  the 


great  question  of  labor  is  coming  prominently  be- 
fore the  people,  and  it  is  for  th.j  ioterest  of  the 
city  to  look  to  the  welfare  of  the  whole  people  by 
giving  employment  to  laborers  duiing  ihs  coming 
bard  winter.  I  merely  state  this  for  general  con- 
sideration. Here  are  two  quite  consia arable  jobs 
to  be  done,  and  I  shall  oppose  a  reconsideration 
for  the  reasons  I  have  given,  and  because  1  think 
the  best  tim=  to  do  the  work  is  the  present. 

Mr.  Tram  of  Ward  13 — I  don't  exactly  look  at  it 
as  a  matter  of  policy  for  the  city  to  do  this  work 
on  Orchard  park,  anv  more  than  a  great  many 
other  pieces  of  vi  ork,  but  as  a  matter  of  absolute 
necessity  and  protection  to  the  city.  The  present 
grade  of  the  walks  on  Orchard  park  is  about  a 
foot,  I  should  judge,  above  the  level  of  the  park ; 
and  the  consequence  is  that  after  every  heavy 
ram  the  water  remains  there  until  it  soaks  into 
the  around.  After  the  last  heavy  rain  the  a out- 
ters  complained  ot  being  damaged  by  the  over- 
flow of  water.  Heretofore  rbe  water  has  run  off  into 
the  sewers,  but  now  it  is  confines  and  baxke  into  the 
cellars,  and  it  i*  a  question  in  my  mind  whether 
the  city  is  not  liable  for  damages.  Many  such 
cases  have  come  before  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
and  in  my  opinion  tbis  is  just  as  good  a  case  as 
otheis.  As  the  gentleman  fxom  Waid  5  states, 
the  children  have  to  <  ross  there.  The  Dearborn 
Schoolhouse  backs  up  on  to  tie  park,  and  the 
children  go  through  there  to  school.  This  is  a 
trifling  expense  compared  to  o< hers  that  the  city 
las  incurred  in  other  sections,  and  will  give  us  in 
Ward  13  just  the  convenience  that  we  wa.tfor 
that  park,  ai;d  we  certainly  have  n't  been  very 
strenuous  in  our  appeals  tot  mor;ey.  I  hope  the 
Council  will  see  fit  to  pass  the  older. 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6—1  wish  to  say  one  word  in 
regard  to  the  original  appropriation  for  Common 
and  Squares,  and  the  cutting  down  of  +hat  appro- 
priation as  pertinent  to  this  subject.  There  seems 
to  be  a  desire  to  create  an  impression  of  superior 
sagacity,  and  that  some  persons  connected  with 
the  Committee  on  Common  and  Squares  were  en- 
able in  their  original  estimat°s  to  cipher  out  just 
what  would  be  wanted  down  to  a  doUar.  Experi- 
ence is  a  valuable  teacher,  and  I  have  seen  a  great 
many  learn  in  that  school.  The  Coi-Jimitee  on 
Common  asked  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  for  a 
sum  of  money,  and  the  Committee  on  Finance  un- 
derstood their  duty  to  be  to  cut  down  appropria- 
tions which  tbey  deemed  unnecessary,  and  I  wish 
to  say  that  I  think  they  did  theii  duty  faithfully 
and  well.  Thechief  cutting  down  of  that  appro- 
priation, to  which  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5 
[Mr.  Shaw]  has  alluded,  was  for  proposed  work  on 
Commonwealth  avenue.  An  appropriation  was 
asked  for  to  extend  that  avenue  to  tfce  fax  chest 
extent  which  it  is  propo:ed  to  carry  it.  In  the  Fr- 
nance  Committee  it  was  stated  that  probably  we 
should  not  get  a  good  title  to  the  streets  this  year, 
and  that  one  square  would  be  all  that  could  prob- 
ably be  built  beyond  where  there  was  a  block  of 
houses  buildicg,  or  to  be  built  this  season.  There- 
fore, it  was  decided  that  that  appropriation  need 
not  be  so  large,  and  the  sum  of  $10,000,  instead  of 
$25,000,  was  allowed  to  stand  to  build  one  more 
square,  and  if  you  look  at  this  order  you  will  find 
that  among  the  transfers  is  this  very  $10,000  from 
the  appropriation  for  extension  on  Commonwealth 
avenue  not  used  this  year.  Now.it  does  seem  to 
me,  as  another  member  or  the  committee,  that  I 
may  be  allowed  to  follow  the  example  of  my 
illustrious  predecessor,  and  also  say  exper- 
ienceis  worth  something.  Wehave  found  thatthis 
$10,000  was  not  needed  this  year,  and  consequently 
we  have  the  money  to  spend,  and  no  superior 
judgment  bas  been  exercised  in  regard  to  this  ap- 
propriation by  those  who  made  top  original  es- 
timates. I  have  no  particular  feeling  in  regard 
to  Madison  square  or  Orchard  park.  Tbey  are  un- 
fortunate ana,  I  may  say,  unprofitable  property 
at  present,  because  a  large  amount  must  be  laid 
out  upon  them  even  after-  these  appro  filiations 
are  made.  The  city  will  be  called  upon  to  put 
them  into  the  shape  that  will  be  needed  to  make 
the  property  around  tbere  as  it  should  i.e.  I  don't 
know  that  I  wish  to  express  any  decided  opinion  in 
regard  to  the  reconsideration.  I  should  think, 
if  there  is  anv  teelinc,  about  it,  that 
it  is  no  more  than  fair  and  judicious  that 
this  money  should  be  divided  between  tbe^e  two 
unprofitable  pieces  of  property,  although  our 
friends  of  Orchard  park  seem  to  forget  that  they 
have  already  leceiveu  what  tbey  asked  for  ($2000) 
and  a  little  more  ($2500),  and  now  come  m  and  re- 
quest the  completion  of  the  job.  Still,  as  it  will 
require  so  little  to  make  equitable  division,  I  cer- 
tainly am  willing  to  vote  they  should  have  it. 
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Mr.  Wilbur— I  would  like  to  state  one  word  in 
regard  to  the  amount  of  filling  *  squired  there. 
The  Engineer  estimates  20  yards  of  gravel  and 
2200  yards  of  loam.  On  the  7th  of  September  I 
stated  that,  according  to  measurements  I  bad 
made,  it  would  take  2400  yards  of  loam  for  what 
the  Engineer  says  will  require  2200,  and  I  stated 
30  or  40  yaidsot  gravel,  which  he  puts  at  20.  I 
stated  that  I  would  guarantee  to  fiQd  a  party  who 
would  complete  the  job  for  $2200.  On  the  basis  of 
the  Engineer's  figures,  the  cost  toots  up  about 
$2000,  oi  a  little  less— $1875.  After  receiving 
this  information  from  roe  Engineer,  it  does 
seem  tc  me  that  it  can  be  finished  for 
$2000.  This  matter  has  been  laid  over  for  some 
time,  and  although  I  agree  with  the  gentleman 
that  members  should  have  time  to  investigate,  I 
think  it  has  been  delayed  long  enough.  The  sea- 
son is  getting  late  ana  I  hone  the  order  as  amend- 
ed will  be  passed  tonight. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost,  and  che  order 
as  amended  was  passed — yeas  52,  nays  7 : 

Yeas— Messrs.  AndersoD,  Barry,  Bent,  Brackett, 
BurdiU,  Burgess,  Clarke,  Collins,  Cu-hraan,  Day, 
Devereux,  Duggao,  Edwards,  Felt,  Fitzgerald, 
Fitzpatrick,  Flynn,  Goldthwait,  Guild,  Harmon, 
Hartigao,  Hiebs,  Hiscock,  Howes,  KiDgslev, 
Lappen,  Leighton,  Moley,  Mooney,  Morrison, 
Newton,  Osborne,  Page,  Pierce,  Power,  Shaw, 
Sibley,  Smith,  Sprague,  Stacey,  Sweetser,  Thacher, 
Train,  Trull,  Wadsworth,  Walbridge,  Walsh, 
Whitcomb,  Whitmore,  Wilbur,  Willcutt,  Wilson— 
52. 

Nays — Messrs.  Beai,  Crocker,  Cushing,  Damon, 
Jaques,  Loring,  Parker— 7. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Messrs.  Cawley,  Coyle, 
Curtis,  Kelley,  Kimball,  Kingsbury,  Long,  Mur- 
ray, Noyes,  Peabody,  Perkins,  Rice,  Sampson, 
Woods — 14. 

Sent  up  for  concurrence  in  the  amendments. 

THE  CITY    CHARTER. 

Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11  moved  to  take  up  the 
special  assignment  for  8  P.  M.,  viz.,  the  new  city 
charteras  amended  by  che  Board  of  Aldermen. 
(City  L-oc.  No.  50. 1875.) 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  Chair  was  in 
doubt. 

Mr.  Biacketi  of  "Ward  10  moved  that  che  doubt 
be  solved  by  a  yea  and  nay  vote.    Carried. 

The  motiou  to  take  up  the  assignment  was  lost 
by  a  tie  vote — 29  yeas,  29  nays. 

'Yeas — Messrs.  Beal,  Brackett,  Burditt,  Burgess, 
Clarke,  Crocker,  Cushing,  Cushman,  Damon,  Day, 
Fitzgerald,  Guild,  Hannon,  Hiscock,  Howes, 
Jaques,  Kingsley,  Leighton,  Loring,  Morrison, 
Newton,  Page,  Pierce,  Sprague,  Sweetsei,  Train, 
Wadsworth,  Whitmore,  Willcut— 29. 

Navs — Messrs.  AndersoD,  Barry,  Bent,  Collins, 
Devereux,  Duggao,  Edwards,  Felt,  Fitzpatrick, 
Flynn,  Goldthwait,  Hatrigan,  Hicks,  Lappen,  Mo- 
ley, Mooney,  Osborne,  Power,  Shaw,  Sibley, 
Smith,  Stacey,  Thacber,  Trull,  Walbridge,  Walsh, 
Whitcomb,  Wilbur,  Wilson— 29. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Cawley,  Coyle, 
Curtis,  Kelley,  Kimba'l,  Kingsbury,  Long,  Mur- 
ray, Noyes,  Parker,  Peabody,  Perkins,  Rice,|Samp- 
son,  Woods— 15. 

THE  COMMON  FENCE. 

Mr.  Willcutt  of  Ward  17  moved  to  reconsider 
the  vote  whereby  was  iejected  the  order  for  a 
transfer  of  $3400  from  the  Reserved  Fund,  to  be 
added  to  the  appropriation  for  Tremont-srreet 
mall  curb. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Willcutt  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider was  laid  on  the  table. 

COMMUNICATION  FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Street  Commissioners.  Communication  trans- 
mitting a  resolve  and  order  for  the  widening  of 
South  street  at  the  corner  of  Summer  street,  by 
taking  land  of  John  Dwyer  and  Michael  Barrett, 
at  an  adjudged  expense  of  $44,212.  Referred,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  to  Joint  Committee 
on  Streets.    Sent  up. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Braokett  of  Ward  10— Petition  of  Joseph 
B.  Glover  for  payment  of  costs  in  a  suit  against 
the  citv.    Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Claims 

By  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— Petitiou  of  Winnisim- 
met  Ferry  Company  for  extension  of  time  in 
which  to  use  the  East  Boston  south  ferry  slip  for 
ten  clays,  as  the  work  of  dredging  has  not  been 
completed.  Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Page,  to 
the  Committe  e  on  East  Boston  Ferries,  with  full 
powers. 


PAY  OF  LABORERS  IN  PAVING  DAPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Walsh  of  Ward  5  submitted  the  following: 

Boston,  Mass.,  14th  October,  1875. 

The  minority  xeoort  of  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing on  the  part  of  the  Common  Couocil : 

There  are  at  present  815  persons  employed  in 
the  Paving  Department. 

Under  the  provision  of  the  sixth  section  of  the 
ordinance  in  rectum  t®  stieets  the  Superinten- 
dent claims  that  he  has  authoiity  to  make  all  con- 
tracts for  supply  of  labor  and  materials,  subject, 
however,  to  the  direction  and  control  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen.  With  the  advice  of  some  of  the 
committee  the  Superintendent  made  a  reduction 
of  12%  per  cect.  on  the  pay  of  all  the  laborers  and 
paviors  in  his  depar-ment,  but  he  has  not  made 
any  reduction  in  the  pay  of  eighteen  of  those  un- 
der him,  his  reasons  being  that  these  men  were 
not  adequately  compensated  previously. 

His  reason  for  the  reduction  was  toat  other  cor- 
porations do  not  pay  as  much  for  labor,  and  he 
states  his  intention  was  not  to  lessen  the  labor 
on  streets,  bet  to  have  the  money  go  further. 

The  number  ot  those  employed  is  as  follows: 

688  Common  laborers,  at $1.75  per  diem 

12  Stock  and  tally  men,  at 2.00    "       " 

3  Stable  men,  at 2.00    "       " 

5  Two-horse  teamsters,  at 1.88    "       " 

5  Powdermen.at $2.00to2.25    "       " 

2  Wharfingers,  at 2.25to  3.00    "       " 

67  Mechanics,  at 2.25to3.25    "       " 

19  Sub-foremen,  at 2.25  to  3.00    " 

(one     at   580) 

10  Foremen <six      at  $100  >  per  month. 

(three  at  $125) 

When  the  Superintendent  was  asked  if  he 
thought  the  laborers  could  Uveoa  the  wages  at 
the  proposed  reduction  when  put  on  two-thirds 
and  three-quart&rs  time,  as  taey  have  beeo  for 
eight  mouths  past,  his  opinion  was  thaf  they  could 
not,  and  further  that  it  was  not  his  wish  mat  the 
reduction  should   ce  made. 

Your  committee  canoot  find  any  record  of  a 
vote  by  either  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  the  City 
Council  or  the  Committee  on  Paving,  authorizing 
the  Superintendent  to  make  any  reduction  in  the 
rate  ot  wages  as  above  mentioned;  consequently 
he  has  assumed  this  authoiity  on  his  own  respon- 
sibility, whereDy  the  folio  wing  provision  of  the 
sixth  section  of  the  ordinance  in  relation  to  streets 
is  entirely  set  at  nought: 

"Aid  toe  city  shall  i  ot  be  responsible  for  anv  of 
his  doings  that  have  not  been  ordered  by  the  City 
Council,  or  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  or  sanctioned 
by  express  vote." 

In  our  opinion  this  does  not  give  the  Superin- 
tendent the  power  of  reducing  the  pay  without  a 
vote  taken  by  the  committee. 

At  the  present  rate  of  wages  of  two  dollars  a 
day  for  laborers,  they  can  earn  only  about  fifty 
dollars  p=r  month  on  full  time,  and  but  from  thir- 
ty-three to  thirty- seven  dollars  should  they  work 
only  two-thirds  or  three-quarters  time. 

Most  of  these  men  have  families  of  from'  four  to 
five  and  six  m  number  to  support  out  of  their 
earnings,  while  the  rent  of  tenement  hou«es  and 
prices  of  the  common  necessaries  of  life  are  just 
as  high  as  ever. 

Your  committee  consider  that  it  would  be  inex- 
pedient for  the  City  Government  to  tmow  these 
laborers  on  $1.75  pel  day  and  put  them  on  two- 
thirds  and  three-fouiths  time  as  is  generally  the 
case,  whicti  would  give  them  only  from  twenty- 
nine  to  thircy-three  dollars  per  mouth. 

Your  committee  cannot  agree  to  this  reduction 
in  the  wages  of  the  laborers  and  paviors,  as  tbey 
cannot  support  their  families  on  that  amount. 

Will  this  City  Government  consider  how  these 
men  can  live  on  $1.75  per  day  at  three-fourths 
time?  If  the  expenses  be  reduced  at  all,  let  the 
reduction  be  general;  let  the  refreshment  bills  be 
reduced  from  $20,000  per  year. 

Let  any  man  take  this  to  heart  and  imagine 
himself  at  .$1.75  per  day.  Let  him  consider  how 
long  it  would  last,  much  less  the  same  pay  at  re- 
duced time. 

Should  the  proposed  reduction  take  place,  the 
laborers  sbould  have  full  time;  otherwse  they 
should  have  $2  per  day  if  their  time  is  to  be  re- 
duced. 

Your  committee  cannot  see  what  advantage  the 
city  can  gain  by  such  a  wholesale  reduction  of  the 
pay  of  the  laboring  class.  Additional  soup  houses 
will  have  to  be  supplied,  otherwise  such  a  reduc- 
tion will  encourage  theft,  murder  and  highway 
robbety,  as  a  means  for  them  to  get  money  enough 
to  meet  their  wants.  John  H.Walsh. 

John  Kelly. 
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Laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tbacher  of 
Ward  15,  and  oraered  to  be  printed  with  the  ma- 
jority leport. 

SALE  OF  STEAMER. 

Mr.  Beal  of  Ward  16  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Institutions,  on 
request  of  the  Directors,  recommending  the  pas- 
sage of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  for  Publ'c 
Institutions  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to 
sell  by  public  auction,  ac  such  time  and  upon  such 
terms  as  they  may  deem  best  for  toe  interest  of 
the  citv,  the  steamboat  Henry  Mornsou,  fie  pro- 
ceeds of  said  sale  to  be  oaid  to  the  City  Collector. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

ELLEN  DONOVAN'S  CLAIM. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15 submitted  a  report  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims  representing  that 
a  suit  having  been  brougnt  agai.ist  tbe  city  by 
Ellen  Donovan  to  recover  damages  on  account  of 
personal  injuries  caused  by  ao  alleged  defect  in 
Fifth  street,  South  Boston,  tbe  committee  have, 
upon  the  suggestion  of  the  City  Solicitor,  exam- 
ined the  case,  and,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
City  Council,  have  agreed  with  the  counsel  for 
plaintiff  to  settle  the  claim  by  the  payment  of 
$1500  and  the  costs  ot  court.  They  therefore  rec- 
ommend the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Ellen  Donovan  the  sum  of  $1500  and  the  co*ts  of 
court  m  the  suit  against  the  city  now  pending  in 
tne  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  in  consideration  of 
her  giving  to  the  cicy  a  release  and  discharge, 
satisfactory  to  tbe  City  Solicitor,  for  all  damages, 
co?ts  aad  expenses  for,  or  on  account  of,  the  per- 
sonal injuries  received  by  her  on  the  15th  day  of 
March,  A.  D.  1870,  from  an  alleged  defect  in 
Fitfli  streec,  South  Boston. 

Read  twice,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Tbacher  (who  said  the  parties  de- 
sired to  receive  the  money  by  the  first  of  next 
week),  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

ADDITIONAL  SCHOOL  ACCOMMODATIONS. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Instruction  : 

Report  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  request  of 
School  Committee  for  additional  land  for  the 
Eliot  High  School,  Waid  17.    Accepted.    Sent  up. 

Report  on  tequest  for  temporary  primary-school 
accommodations  in  the  building  recenttv  pur- 
chased in  Dorchester,  recommending  the  follow- 
ing: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  provide  temporary  school 
accommodations  in  the  builnmg  recently  pur- 
cha^rd  for  the  Doi Chester  Everett  School  district, 
the  expense  to  be  charged  to  tbe  appropriation 
for  Schoolbouses,  Public  Buildings 

Rear)  twice,  under  a  suspension  of  the  lule,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16  (who  said  the 
city  is  renting  rooms  for  that  school  new),  and 
passed.    Sent  up. 

Report  on  request  for  additional  accommoda- 
tions in  the  Anc'rsw  district,  recommending  the 
following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  provide  additional  accom- 
modations for  the  primary  pupils  in  the  Andrew 
district,  tbn  expense  to  be  cnarged  to  the  appro- 
ptiation  for  Schoolhou?es,  Public  Buildings. 

Ordered  co  a  second  leaairg. 

PERMITS  FOR  WOODEN    BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  Goldthwait  of  Ward  11  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing from  tbe  Jomt  Committee  on  Survey  and 
Inspection  of  Buildings : 

Repoits  and  orders  authorizing  the  issuing  of 
petmits  for  the  erection  of  wooden  buddings  ac- 
cording to  applications  on  file  in  tbe  Inspector's 
Department,  as  follows:  F.W.Webster,  on  un- 
named street,  off  Columbia  street,  Ward  16;  South 
Boston  Iron  Company,  ia  rear  of  57  Foundry 
stre-t;  William  H.  Bennett,  Decatur  stteet,  Ward 
1.    Orders  severally  read  t  vice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  a  permit  to  Ed- 
ward F.  Meany  co  erect  a  temporary  wooden  sbed 
on  land  on  Wareham  street,  purchased  of  the  city 
June  1st,  1868,  provided  the  same  is  done  under 
the  direction  of  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  and  on 
condition  that  the  same  shall  be  removed  when- 
ever so  directed  by  the  Mayor  or  Committee  on 
Public  Lands.    Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Severally  sent  up. 

THE  DIVISION  OF  WARDS. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Special   Committee    on 

Division  of  Wards  be   requested    to   prepare  or 


cause  to  beprepared  a  map  showing  the  number  of 
voters  living  on  tbe  several  streets,  courts  and  pas- 
sageways thereof,  included  in  each  of  the  wards, 
as  denned  in  tbe  diaft  of  che  ordinance  printed  in 
City  Document  No.  105. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4— Trse  gentleman  can 
hardly  be  aware  of  toe  expense  involved  in  that 
order.  To  give  all  the  figures  for  which  be  calls 
on  alithograpa  map  could  hardly  be  done  this 
year,  though  it  can  be  done,  and  is  a  mere  matter 
of  expense.  There  is  do  stone  or  plate  which  can 
be  used  for  that  purpose,  tbe  only  one  which  the 
city  had  having  been  de  troyed  in  tbe  great  fire. 
In  getting  up  the  maps  accompanying  the  report 
of  the  committee,  we  were  obliged  to  have  pen 
and  ink  sketches  made,  and  then  have  them  pho- 
to-lithographed, and  the  scale  is  so  small  that  it 
would  be  impossible  togive  the  figures  referred  to. 
If  the  map  is  to  be  used  in  determining  the  pres- 
ent division,  it  cannot  be  done  *hii  year.  It 
is  customary  to  have  the  ward  boundaries  changed 
before  the  city  election  in  December,  a  od  the  map 
could  not  be  put  in  order  before  the  middle  or  last 
ot  that  month.  Unless  the  object  desired  can  be 
reached  in  no  other  vray,  I  think  the  passage  of  the 
order  at  present  is  nardly  desirable. 

Mr.  Brackett— The  order  was  placed  upon  ray 
desk  by  another  member  of  the  Council,  who  is 
obliged  to  be  away,  and  of  course  I  am  unable  to 
explain  it.  I  understood  there  was  a  map  of  that 
kind  in  the  possession  of  the  committee,  and  I 
suppose  the  object  of  the  order  was  to  place 
the  same  information  before  tbe  Council 
that  the  committee  nave  had  in  deteimining 
the  number  of  voters  in  each  <ward.  Parbaps  the 
committee  can  suggest  some  other  plan  for  ob- 
taining the  information. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Members  of  the  Council  who 
art*  familiar  with  printing  will  understand  that 
tbe  object  of  the  geutleman  who  furnished  the 
order — not  the  gentleman  who  presented  it — was 
based  upon  a  misapprehension  of  the  possibilities 
of  tne  printing  art.  It  is  undouotedly  trne  that  a 
map  was  prepared  for  the  use  ot  the  committee; 
but  a  directory  map  was  taken  and  the  figures 
were  made  in  pen  and  ink.  Whether  the 
object  desired  by  the  order  is  desirable 
I  will  not  discuss;  but  I  will  remind 
the  Council  that  the  object  of  appointing 
a  committee  was  to  tefer  to  tbem  the  work  or 
adding  up  and  dividing  the  figures  upon  this  oae 
map.  The  same  system  was  pursued  ten  years 
ago.  It  is  impossible  to  getup  a  map  showing  the 
exact  number  of  voters  in  each  street,  and  for 
that  reason  it  was  nece?sai  y  to  have  ch*  commit- 
ter appointed;  tbev  have  been  through  the  mat- 
ter vjiy  thoroughly  and  repoited  upon  it,  furnish- 
ing all  the  tables  which  could  be  of  imaginary 
service  to  show  how  the  proposed  division  was  ar- 
rived at.  The  only  practical  suggestion  I  can 
make  is  that  the  Couucil  proceed  to  discuss  the 
plan,  and  if  any  member  suggests  alterations, 
that  thev  be  referred  back  to  the  committee  to  re- 
port wo  at  would  be  the  change  in  tbe 
number  of  voters  in  any  waid  because  of 
such  change  in  the  ward  lines;  and  on  that  tbe 
committee  can  report  at  the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6 — The  gentleman  is  cor- 
rect in  stating  that  this  caonot  be  doneso  speedily 
by  the  process  of  lithogiapny;  but  the  heliotype 
process  is  used  a  great  oeal,  and  if  the  committee 
have  such  a  plan  as  I  understand  they  have,  the 
figures  can  be  put  on  such  a  map  by  this  process, 
and  it  certainly  can  be  done  in  two  or  three  days, 
without  any  very  setious  expense.  It  is  desirable 
that  all  tbe  facts  should  be  before  the  Council. 
The  gentleman  seems  desirous  of  keeping  all  the 
facts  in  the  bosom  of  the  committee,  and  if  iin 
amendment  is  proposed  they  will  come  in  next 
week  and  say  it  is  all  wrong.  If  we  have  such  a 
plan  before  us  we  can  intelligently  propose  alter- 
ations, or  at  least  judge  whether  the  committee, 
in  producing  their  astonishing  plan,  have  been 
governed  by  the  necessities  of  toe  case,  as  they 
claim,  or  whether  any  body  a  little  less  inge- 
nious, might  not  have  produced  a  different  and 
better  scheme.  I  hope  to  see  such  a  plan.  I  did 
n't  know  this  order  was  to  be  introduced,  but  I 
am  satisfied  there  is  no  practical  difficulty  in  hav- 
ing such  a  plan  before  u  j  very  shortly,  aud  then 
we  can  judge  more  intelligently  than  we  can  at 
present.  Of  couise,  the  plan  strikes  one  as  rather 
astonishing,  and  perhaps  the  peculiarities  of  the 
case  rendered  btich  a  one  necessary,  but  I  would 
like  to  see  more  evidence  that  I  have  yet. 

Mr.  Whitmore— t  would  hardly  venture  to  differ 
from  my  friend  on  the  subject  of  heliotyping,  but 
fortunately  I  have  something  to  appeal  to.    The 


555 


COMMON       COUNCIL 


plan  Defoie  the  members  was  printed  by  the  helio- 
type  process,  aud  it  is  as  large  a  map  as  can  be 
printed  toy  tbar  process.  It -was  done  on  tbe  larg- 
est possible  scale,  and  it  took  a  week  to  net  it  out. 
If  gentl'-men  will  look  at  tbe  size  of  the.  wards  ana 
the  blocks  in  every  street,  and  imagire  a  number 
to  each  block,  and  it'  lie  thinks  ajy  o::e  ca:.  see  it 
h*  must  have  better  eyes  tban  I  suppose.  Tf  the  fig- 
ures sailed  for  were  pat  upon  that  map,  it  would 
look  as  if  it  had  bee  n  punctured  with  pinhole?.  The 
co-nmittee  have  no  objection  to  Having  the  exper- 
iment tried,  but  I  am  sure  the  Council  would  have 
to  decide  the  subject  on  the  last  day  of  tbe  year. 
It  tbe  infoimation  could  have  been  fu  nished  in 
that  way,  it  would  nor  have  been  necessary  to 
have  i he  committee. 

Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11-Amap  could  be  made 
of.  each  ward  separately,  and  the  numbers  could 
be  place  i  on  esch  block  or  street,  tbougb  I  doubt 
whether  it  would  pav  for  rhe  time  and  ezpense. 

Mr.  Crocker — I  was  about  to  offer  a  similar  sug- 
gestion, chat  a  map  could  be  printed  iu  sections, 
a  larger  scale  being  i.sed  for  ihe  m-jie  crowded 
pait  of  tbe  city. 

Mr.  "Wilson  of  Ward  12—1  suppose  the  ordsr 
arose  from  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  gentlemen 
to  investigate  for  tbemselves,  and  examine  before 
the  Council  in  discussion  u  hat  the  committee  did 
in  a  number  of  weeks.  Theieisno  such  plaa  m 
the  hands  of  cbo  committee,  and  there  is  ro  such 
plau  coveriog  the  area  of  buston.  There 
aie  manuscripts  iu  the  possession  of  the 
committee.  This  i  map  on  our  table  is 
published  oy  tbe  Directory  firm,  but  it  does  not 
show  the  entire  ?,rea  of  the  city.  Such  a  plan  as 
is  proposed  could  not  be  finished  before  the  muni- 
cipal election.  It  took  the  uninterrupted  labor  of 
t\vo  persons  for  a  fortnight  to  make  chis  map,  and 
it  is  entirely  inadequate  tor  the  purposes  of  the 
order.  I  have  no  oojeccion  to  the  Council  having' 
all  the  inforraatior  desired,  and  1  don't  want  to 
oblige  any  one  to  swallow  the  report  without  dis- 
cussion; but  I  don't  desire  to  see  time  frittered 
away,  to  enable  a  little  coterit-  of  frienas  to  con- 
trive how  thev  cau  keep  in  some  particular 
ward.  I  am  decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  it  is 
practically  impossible  to  prepaie  such  a  plan 
for  uss  within  the  next  six  weeks.  The  direction 
of  the  order — to  procure  loforaia'ioo— is  well 
enough  ;  but  this  matter  must  be  settled  between 
now  and  the  first  of  November,  that  the  Regis- 
trars may  prepare  the  voting  lists  foi  the  city 
election.  It  is  imperative  foi  the  City  Govern- 
ment to  do  this  tbe  present  year.  It  would  be 
much  better  to  take  up  tbe  subject,  and  if  any  ob- 
jection is  raised  that  cannot  be  explained,  it  can 
be  referred  back ;  but  to  attempt  to  get  such  a 
plan  of  the  twenty-four  wards,  is  going  to  mtke 
confusion  worse  confounded. 

Mr.  Crocker— It  seems  to  me  if  we  had  copies  of 
the  plans  referred  to  laid  before  us  we  could  un- 
derstand the  matter  ^ ell  enough  ourselves.  But 
tbe  argument  seems  to  toe  that  the  collected  wis- 
dom of  the  Council  bad  better  not  get  a-foul  of 
this  thing— we  had  better  not  meddle  with  it,  but 
swallow  it  blindly.  I  a"i  not  prepared  fo  adopt 
that  idea,  but  1  should  piefer  to  kuow  something 
moie  about  it.  I  move  to  amend  the  order  by  in- 
serting ilor  maps"  after  the  words  "a  map." 

Mr.  Erackett  accepted  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Wbitmore — I  move  to  lay  the  order  upon  the 
table,  for  this  reason:  The,  committee  have  been 
put  upon  their  defence  without  first  having  been 
brought  before  che  bar  of  the  Council.  I  suppose 
it  is  understood  that  if  it  is  pronosed  to  entirely 
rearrange  the  ward  boundaries  as  proposed,  the 
time  of  the  commie  ee  has  been  thrown  away. 
Oo  tbe  other  hand,  there  is  every  probability  chat 
no  alteration  will  be  asked  for  in  most  of  the 
wards.  Consequently,  the  more  sensible  v/ay 
will  be  to  lay  the  order  oo  the  table  until  the  mind 
of  the  Council  has  been  expressed  on  the  report, 
and  the  order  can  be  passed  later  in  the  session. 
It  is  probable— I  wont  say  it  is  evident— that  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  6  is  more  interested  io  his 
own  ward  than  in  any  other  section  of  che  city.  If 
it  should  fura  out  then  that  South  aod  East  Bos- 
ton and  CharJestown  are  satisfied  with  the  divi- 
sion, is  it  likely  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6 
would  be  desirous  of  publishing  maps  of  those 
sections  ? 

Mr.  Crocker— The  question  may  as  well  be  met 
now.  If  a  majority  of  the  members  are  satisfied 
with  this  distribution,  ihey  will  vote  that  they 
don't  want  any  plan,  and  drop  the  matter  there. 
If  they  are  not  satisfied  with  it,  but  want  more  in- 
formation, look  bevonrt  tbeir  own  wards— as  I  do 


—for  the  general  interest  of  the  city,  they  will 
vote  to  nave  tbe  plaa  made. 

Mr.  Ho  ves— I  crust  the  motiou  to  lay  on  the 
tab'e  will  prevail,  a s  it  is  almost  certain  that  no 
plan  for  a  division  of  che  wards  can  be  arrived  at 
that  will  suit  eve>y  person.  Peisonally,  I  can 
find  defects  in  this  plan,  and  I  could  find  defects 
in  any  plan  whic  i  1  did  not  present  myself.  A. 
n>ajority  of  the  complaints  come  from  sections  of 
the  city  which  are  sparsely  settled  and  will  be 
least  represented;  but  I  think  that  caunor  be 
avoided.  The  present  plan  is  generally  satistac- 
toiy,  I  should  think,  though  amendments  may  be 
made.  1  trust  the  plan  will  be  considered  as  a 
wholj  before  we  attempt  to  doeior  it  in  detail.     ■ 

Mr.  WilsoD—  I  hope  the  order  will  be  laid  on  toe 
table,  because  it  will  put  the  matter  over  till  we 
can  get  the  temper  of  the  Council  in  regaio.  to  the 
general  course  of  tbe  committee. 

Ths  ordsr  was  laid  on  rhe  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wbitmore,  cha  report  and  or- 
dinance on  division  of  wards  (City  Doc.  105)  was 
taken  from  the  table. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Whitinore,  the  ordinance  took 
its  first  leading  by  its  title,  aod  the  question  was 
on  giving  it  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Whitmore — The  report  is  quite  full  and  all 
the  facts  and  explanations  are  given;  but  one  or 
two  objections  have  been  made  to  which  we  can, 
I  think,  give  a  satisfactory  reply.  In  the  first 
place,  (he  committee  understood  that  tbeir  duty 
was  to  make  a  scheme  by  which  tbe  num- 
ber of  legal  voters  in  each  ward  would  be  ^ery 
neatly  equal;  aDd  if  we  were  mistaken  in  that 
idea,  we  have  produced  an  entirely  unsatis- 
factory sys.em.  But  if  it  bs  understood  that 
such  was  the  intention  of  the  act,  and  that 
that  was  the  desire  of  the  Council  in  appointing 
the  committee,  1  think  we  can  claim  that  we  have 
carried  out  the  instructions  given  us.  By  looking 
at  the  table  on  page  9  of  the  report,  it  will  be 
found  that  there  is  hardly  a  variation  of  200  be- 
tween tbe  largest  and  smallest  nunber  of  legal 
voters  in  any  of  the  proposed  wards  in 
the  old  part  of  the  city.  It  has  be«r>  com- 
plained that  in  making  the  divisions  no 
regard  has  been  paid  to  fucure  changes  in 
the  population  of  several  waids.  Tfat  I 
have  to  say  tbe  committee  felt  was  no 
part  of  their  duty  to  consider  at  the  present 
time.  The  only  basis  we  had  to  consider  was  the 
number  of  legal  voters  found  in  the  different  sec- 
tions by  the  census  takers  this  year.  I  will  go 
further  and  say  that  the  prognostications  made 
ten  yeafrs  ago  in  regard  to  rhe  future  growth  of 
the  city  have  not  been  fulfilled,  and  that  result 
would  certainly  have  deterred  us  from  any  such 
course  of  action.  In  regard  to  Chailesrowo,  we 
found  that  it  contained  voters  enough  for  three 
waids  of  nearly  the  same  number  as  at  present. 
Tbe  general  average  there  is  a  little  over  2600  in 
each  ward,  while  the  average  is  2850  f® .-  the  whole 
city.  In  the  same  way  v»e  found  that  East  Boston 
would  ma'fe  two,  and  South  Boston  three  wards. 
Yet,  sir,  serious  complaints  have  been  made  to  me 
because  we  dirt  not  reduce  Charlestowo  to  two 
wards  and  oblige  900  or  1000  legal  voters  to  come 
over  to  Boston  to  vote  with  such  as  might  be  joined 
tothem  fromrhenortb  partof  ths  city  proper.  I 
think  lean  justify  our  action  by  saying  that  the 
people  of  Cbarlestownhad  enjoyed  a  separate  gov- 
ernment and  been  accustomed  to  the  ward  bounda- 
ries, and  that  it  should  be  grossly  unfair,  to  make 
a  large  number  cross  the  bridge  to  vote  in  order 
to  secure  absolute  equality.-  I  presume  there  is 
litrle  complaint,  if  any,  in  regaid  to  the 
divisions  in  Charlestowu.  We  followed  the 
old  boundaries  almost  entirely,  simply  taking 
one  block  ac  each  end  and  adding  them  to  the 
smallest  ward.  "We  h',ve  also  heard  uo  complaint  in 
regard  toEast  Bostoo,the  boundary  line  of  which 
runs  from  water  to  water,  it  being  the  one  mention- 
ed to  us  by  various  persons  interest-  d  in  the  sub- 
ject. If  seems  to  me  that  Porter  street  is  the 
proper  boundary  line  in  the  case  of  East  Boston, 
and  I  hope  that,  so  far  as  the  five  wirds  named 
are  concerned,  there  will  be  no  opposition  or  criti- 
cism. I  shall  leave  the  explanation  of  the  divi- 
sion of  South  Boston  to  the  member  from  that 
section  [Mr.  Wilson,]  as  he  is  more  familiar  with 
the  street  lin-s  than  lam;  but  I  have  heard  no 
complaint  io  legard  to  tbe  action  of  the  commit- 
tee. '  Tiie  most  dispute  and  discussion  has  be*n 
in  regard  to  tbe  division  of  the  city  proper.  I  wish 
to  call  attention  to  two  facts:  First,  we  found 
that  West  Roxbury  did  not  contain  enough  legal 
voters  to  make  a  new  ward  by  itself,  and  that  we 
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wtie  obbged  to  add.  to  it  from  adjacent  terri- 
tory—that  we  must  take  a  part  either  of  Rox- 
bury  or  Dorchester.  We  rectified  tbe  bound- 
ary Detween  West  Roxb  ry  and  Dorchester 
in  accordance  with  th  request  of  the  Asses- 
sors, and  we  have  done  tbe  same  to  the 
iioes  between  Roxbury  ana  Dorchester,  and  be- 
tween South  Boston  and  Dorchester.  Up  to  the 
present  time  those  boundaries  were  imaginary 
straight  lines  from  point  to  point;  and  rhe  Asses- 
sors requested  us  to  make  the  boundaries  on 
streets  where  it  vas  possible  to  do  so,  for  their 
conveire  ce  in  taxing  the  owners  of  lards.  For 
that  reason  the  boundary  between  South  Boston 
and  Dorchester  coats  to  the  line  of  Willow 
court,  a  few  Hundred  feet  beyond  ibe 
former  imaginary  line.  In  regard  to  West 
Roxbury,  we  followed  the  boundary  of 
3ack  sireet,  which  is  the  nearest  and  made 
the  slighiest  change;  anj  yet,  sir,  I  have  not  tbe 
slightest  doubt  but  that  the  few  individuals  who 
have  been  set  off  will  conceive  that  it  was  done 
to  separate  them  from  theb-  political  friends.  It 
is  natural  for  every  ore  who  is  obliged  to  go  four 
miles  in  a  direction  ciffetent  from  that  to  whicb 
he  has  been  accustomed  to  feel  cbat  it  is  dono  in- 
tentionally; but  if  those  same  individuals  should 
happen  to  change  then  religion  as  tney 
sometimes  do  their  politics,  they  would 
go  to  an  entirely  diffeient  pare  of  the  town  on 
Sunday  and  think  nothing  of  it,  yet  they  think 
it  very  hard  it  they  have  to  go  two  or  three  miles 
to  vote  once  or  twice  a  year.  In  Watd  19  (Brigh- 
ton) we  found  ou,y  populanon  enough  for  oce- 
half  of  a  ward  ;  and  it  certainly  seemea  unfair,  and 
not  wa<  ranted  by  the  act,  to  have  made  a  separate 
ward  tbere,  with  the  same  power  and  influence  that 
is  exercised  by  twice  tbe  number  ot  voters  iu 
every  other  sectiorf  of  the  city.  It  was  im- 
peratively necessary  to  join  pait  of  another 
ward  to  it,  and  the  part  nearest  to  it  is  indi- 
cated on  the  map.  Desiring  to  do  everything 
to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  those  who  will 
be  obliged  to  go  such  a  long  distance  to  a  polling 
place,  the  committee  have  reported  an  orcer  that 
the  Mayor  be  requested  to  peiiibn  the  Legisla- 
ture for  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the 
City  Council  to  establish  a  second  polling  place  in 
the  Nineteenth  Ward;  so  that  if  thi?  pla,u  is 
adopted,  tbe  election  in  December  will  be  the  only 
one  at  which  the  residents  of  that  ward  will  suffer 
the  inconvenience  product d  by  the  plan.  In  tbe 
mam  part  of  the  city — which  is  the  only  one  where 
discussion  bas  been  raided  at  all— it  wiiibe  i.oticed 
that  the  ward  lit  es  below  the  Common  have  beQn 
altered  a  good  deal;  and  as  that  Mas  created  con- 
siderable disquiet,  I  offer  tbe  folic  wing  suggestion  : 
It  was  necessary  to  begin  somewhere,  in  order  to 
lay  out  the  wards.  Everybody  will  see  t^at  theie 
is  a  space  of  tbe  widtb  of  the  Commor,  extending 
from  Charles  River  to  the  harbor,  in  which  ther? 
is  no  population;  the  line  of  tbe  buret  district 
covers  a  space  broader  than  the  Common,  and 
alriost  reaching  up  to  it.  I  wish  we  could  have 
marked  out  upon  this  plan  the  space  coveitd  by 
the  Common,  Public  G-at den  and  the  stores,  in 
which  no  legal  voteis  are  to  be  found,  so  that 
every  one  cou'd  anpreciate  how  it  forced  us  to 
draw  an  irregu'ar  line.  This  forms  the  great 
belt  dividing  tbe  city  into  two  large  portions,  the 
North  and  tne  South  End;  yet  it  happen?,  very  ia- 
coavcniently,  thp.t  in  the  part  north  of  tbe  Com- 
mon th^ie  are  ei  ough  legal  voters  to  make  four 
wards  and  a  half.  The  committee  weib  put  in  this 
position  :  It  we  should  lay  out  tour  wards  at  the 
Nona  End  witb  3500  or  3700  voters  iu  each,  of 
couise  the  average  would  be  reduced  in  the 
remainder  of  tbe  cUy.  Now,  should  we  have 
made  this  great  inequality?  or  should  we 
carry  a  part  of  a  ward  across  the  Common 
and  join  it  to  the  nearest  ward  on  that 
side?  I  am  prepared  to  <iefeu  i  our  action  as  ngbt 
and  proper  when  we  decided  that  no  ward  should 
lie  larger  than  another,  if  equality  was  possible. 
Having  arrived  at  taat  opinion,  we  commenced 
at  tbe  end  of  Ward  2,  whicn  i?  i.ow  ne7/  Ward  3 
(and  which  has  not  been  materially  changed),  tak- 
ing off  a  slice  extending  from  Salem  street  to 
Prince  street.  It  would  have  been  impossible  to 
cut  off  anything  else,  cecause  on  tie  side  towards 
State  street  we  reach  to  Milk  street,  out  find 
nard' v  100  voters  wesf  of  the  markets.  I  think  it 
would  puzzle  tbe  ingenuity  of  even  the  eeutleman 
from  Ward  6  to  makb  a  waid  different  from  Ward 
2.  The  section  betwe  n  old  Ward  3  and  new  Ward 
3  contains  about  enough  materia'  for  a  new 
ward,  and  it  was  necessary  to  carry  it  up  to  Couit 
stieet,  as  the  map  will  show.    It  was  necessary  to 


change  old  Ward  3,  and  we  cut  off  a  part  and  put 
it  into  new  Ward  6,  which,  being  then  too  large, 
had  recessarny  to  be  reduced.  In  answer  10  the 
criticism's  in  regard  to  the  inegular  shape  of  this 
ward,  I  desire  to  call  attention  to  the  tact  that  the 
old  ward  extended  down  ou  the  line  ot  Beacon 
street  and  Commonwealth  avenue,  and  I  don't 
know  but  beyoad  West  Chester  park;  in  other 
words,  there  was  a  g-eat  panhancle,  which  made 
a  greater  inequality  than  do  anv  of  ihe  lines  as 
at  present  reported.  We  then  take  the  land  near- 
est the  Common,  on  botb  sides,  and  put,  the 
two  part-'  together.  I  must  confess  that  new 
Ward  7.  as  laid  out,  does  not  look  so  square  as  •-  e  *• 
Ward  13  or  17;  but  with  the  Common  and  Puolic 
Garden  in  the  centre  we  could  not  get  straight 
lines  for  boundaries,  or  form  a  square  warn— we 
ha  i  to  rake  the  streets  as  tbey  are  laid  out.  The 
plan  ou  page  10  furnishes  information  which  the 
Council  most  desiie  to  see.  It  shows  the  pai  is  of 
the  old  twenty-one  wards  required  to  make,  the 
tw.nty-four  ne  v  wards.  That  table  has  (.otbeen 
printed  in  <be  newspapers,  probably  on  ac- 
count of  the  difficulty  of  ai ranging  it  in  a  narrow 
space ;  but  I  tbink  it  will  ans  » er  any  insin  uations 
that  the  committee  have  Lot  been  impartial  in  mak- 
ing this  division.  The  committee  have  endeavor- 
ed to  make  as  equal  a  division  as  possible,  and 
wherever  it  wa9  possible  to  folio  w  the  old  lioes, 
that  has  been  done.  The  variations  are  not  so 
great  as  mignt  be  imagined.  It  is  veiyea  vfoi- 
any  one  to  say  that  the  boundaries  are  crooked, 
and  that  the  result  of  the  committee's  labors  is  by 
no  means  agreeaole  to  the  eve.  Perhaps  the  most 
crooked  Hue  is  that,  dividing  Wardsl3andl4,wnich 
is,  to  all  essential  purposes,  the  line  of  the  present 
ward.  In  regard  to  the  water  fiont,  where  Wards 
3  and  9  meet,  and  wbic a  gives  Ward  9  a  particu- 
larly straggling  appearance,  it  should  be  borne  in 
mind  that  all  the  space  between  Beach  and  State 
streets  was  put  somewhere,  although  it  does  not 
contain  200  legal  voters.  We  divided  the 
burnt  distitct  in  the  way  to  best  accom- 
modate the  assessors.  The  old  lines  have 
been  followed,  and  we  have  taken  a  dis- 
tance from  point  to  point  where  it  could 
be  done;  but  as  the  streets  are  not  stiaight, 
the  lines  are  not  so  straight  a«  we  should 
have  liked  to  make  them.  If  anyone  will  coui- 
oare  the  new  Roxbury  wards  with  the  old  ones, 
I  think  he  will  eive  the  committee  credit  for  a 
fairer  Division  than  was  made  ten  years  ago.  We 
have  not  laid  out  the  lines  for  the  purpose  of  fa- 
voring any  person,  or  with  any  idea  except  to 
make  the  wards  as  compact  as  possible  Now. 
sir,  as  a  certain  amount  of  criticism  will  be  in 
order,  I  v- ill  say  that  if  it  be  right  and  proper  that 
these  wards  sha  II  oe  kept  at  an  equal  size .  f  hope,  th  e 
Council  will  tot  entertain  any  amendment  to  the 
scheme  without  first  inquiung  what  the  result 
will  be.  I  hope  the  Council  will  be  so  satisfied 
with  the  plau  that  it  will  aoopt  its  main  features. 
And  1  sincerely  trust  that  the  alterations  proposed 
will  be  of  a  kind  not  to  change-  the  result  of  ihe 
general  arrangement.  If  it  is  desirable  to  change 
a  few  of  the  lines,  I  am  sure  the  committee  have 
no  pride  of  opinion  to  hold  them  to  one  line  or 
another.  Some  suggestions  have  been  made 
which  might  be  adopted  with  a;  vantage;  but  I 
hope  all  such  suggestions  will  be  referred  back 
to  tbe  committee  to  say  just  what  their 
effect  will  be  But  if  any  gentleman  de- 
sires to  commence  a  crusade  on  the  sub- 
.  ject,  and  change  the,  system,  I  bope  the  Council 
will  not  be  governed  by  his  suggestions,  for  I 
think  ir.  will  be  a  waste  of  valuable  time  to  euter- 
tain  the  idea  of  doing  it.  The  basis  of  doing  such 
busi  ess  in  every  legislative  body  is  to  refer  the 
details  to  a  committe-',  aud  then  accept  or 
reject  the  whole,  scheme  substantially.  It 
any  of  these  lioe9  can  On  altered  >o  advan- 
tage— and  I  think  some  of  them  can  be- and 
if  any  aentlenan  who  has  particular  knowl- 
.  edge  will  favor  the  Council  with  his  sugges- 
tions, toe  committee  will  be  glad  to  hear  tnem; 
but,  I  can  really  see  no  possibility  of  tloing  the 
work  all  over  again  at  the  present  tune. 

Mr.  Howes— I  imst  tbe  committee  will  adopt 
some  measure  by  which  an  expression  of  the 
opinion  of  the  Council  can  be  determined.  There 
are  quite  a  number  of  wards  that  can  be  accepted 
without  delay,  and  if  tbe  committee  can  devise  a 
wa>  ot  passing  upon  them  aDd  then  find  where 
the  discontent  lies,  it  can  be  got  at  much  quicker. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  the  ordinance  was 
read  by  its  title,  and  the  second  reading  was 
ordered  by  sections. 

The  sections  lelatiug  to  Waids  1  aud  2  were 
adopted. 
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Mr.  Brackets  thought  tbsy  bad  gore  far  enough 
at  present,  aod  in  01  der  to  allow  members  further 
time  for  ijvesngation,  he  moved  that  it  he  espe- 
cially assigned  to  Thursday  evening  next,  at  eight 
o'clock. 

Mr.  Wilson  thought  the  Council  -were  drifting 
into  the  right  course.  An  as'ignmet  t  meant  put- 
ting the  ordinance  to  slumber  for  a  week  ;  he  pre- 
ferred to  take  it  up  section  by  section,  and  if  se- 
rious objections  are  made  they  could  be  consid- 
er-d  by  the  corumittee  during  the  week  and  re- 
ported on  at  the  next  meetiog.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  tnree  or  four  wards  perhaps,  the  city  will 
genei  ally  be  satisfied.  It  musr  go  to  the  Alder- 
men, and  the  Cotmcil  bave  ao  nght  to  consume 
all  the  time  between  now  aud  the  election. 

Mr.  Ho  wes  hoped  the  subject  would  be  con- 
tinued aul  the  ordinance  passed  if  no  objection 
is  made. 

Mr.  Burdittof  WaidlGdid  not  like  the  "drift- 
ing" process  of  consideration,  though  he  had  do 
particular  fault  to  find  with  his  ward.  He  favored 
:i  postoonement. 

Mr.  Crocker  thought  the  committee  acted  as 
though  it  weie  a  matter  of  perconal,  private  inter- 
est, and  if  a  geii'leman  is  satisfied  with  his  ward 
he  should  have  nothing  to  say  about  the  test  of 
tbe  city?  That  is  not  the  true  way  to  look  at  it,  as 
we  are  all  interested  in  tae  whole  city.  He  claimed 
to  look  bbyond  bis  own  ward,  and  to  have  an  in- 
terest iD  having  a  proper  division  of  the  w bole 
city.  The  lines  are  very  irieguiai,  Ilia  tuostglar- 
ing^instance  being  in  Ward  9;  and  it  is  strange- 
how  tt. at  shape  wa3  obtained.    Until  he  under- 


stood it  better  he  was  not  pi  spared  to  vote  for  it, 
and  h-3  hoped  to  have  time  to  considei  it. 

Mr,  Jaques  of  Ward  9  thought  much  progress 
could  not  he  made  except  by  some  such  course  a-j 
had  been  pursued.  They  are  simply  obtaining  tbe 
sense  of  the  Council,  and  tbe  oecision  on  each 
vsard  is  not  irrevocable.  Let  any  plan  be  brought 
ia,  some  man  will  vote  against  it  because  he  has 
objection  to  some  detail;  but  another  man  would 
agree  to  it  substantially  if  his  pet  idea  is  to  be 
carried  out.  All  sons  of  o  otives  will  beat  work, 
such  as  seeing  how  the  votes  affect  an  election  to 
office. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved,  as  a  method  of  arriving 
at  such  a  result,  that  the  committee  be  instructed 
to  consider  wbat  would  be  tbe  effect  of  running 
the  line  of  Ward  3  from  Hanover -street  through 
Blackstoue  street. 

The  President  reminded  Mr.  Whitmore  that  the 
question  was  on  the  special  assignment. 

Mr.  Sw  etser  of  Ward  10  suggested  the  impor- 
tance of  tbe  subject  and  moved  that  it  be  assigned 
to  a  fpecial  meeting  tomorrow  evening. 

The  question  on  the  assignment  to  next  Thurs- 
day evenrrg  was  put  and  declared  lost. 

Mr,  Thachsr  of  Ward  15  doubted  the  vote  and 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  not 
ordered. 

Tbs  subject  was  specially  assigued  to  next 
Thuisday  evening  by  a  rising  vote— 25  for,  24 
against. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thacber,  the  Council  ad- 
journed. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

OCTOBER    18,    1875. 


Regular  meeting  at  4  P.  M.,  Alderman  Clark, 
Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Special  Police  Officers— Nelson  Jenuey,  "Wash- 
ington Market ;  William  A.  Smith,  Boston  Theatre. 
Undertaker — John  F.  Murphy. 

STATUE  OF  GENERAL  GLOTER. 

The  following  was  received: 

Executive  Department,  ) 
Oct.  18, 1875.     ( 

To  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston :  Gen- 
tlemen— I  bave  the  bonor  to  transmit  herewith  a 
communication  received  from  the  executois  and 
trustees  of  the  estate  of  the  late  Benjamin  T. 
Reed,  tendering  as  a  gift  from  Mr.  Reed  to  the 
city  of  Boston  the  stdtue  of  General  Glover 
which  has  been  erected  in  one  of  the  squares  of 
Commonwealth  avenue.  It  is  proper  that  the 
City  Council  in  accepting  this  gift  on  behalf  of 
the  citizens  of  Boston  should  make  some  suitable 
acknowledgment  of  the  same  to  the  representa- 
tives of  the  donor.  I  therefore  commend  the  mat- 
ter to  vour  early  consideration. 

Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor. 

Boston,  Oct.  18, 1875. 
To  His  Honor  Samuel  C.  Cobb,  the  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Boston:  Dear  Sir— The  late  Mr.  Benjamin  T. 
Reed,  in  his  lifetime,  contracted  with  Mr.  Martin 
Milmore  for  the  mating  of  a  bronze  statue  of 
General  John  Glover,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution 
and  a  resident  of  Marblehead,  the  birthplace  of 
Mr.  Reect,  which  statue  it  was  the  intention  of  Mr. 
Reed  to  present  to  the  City  of  Boston,  when  it 
should  be  fioisbed,  to  be  erected  by  the  city,  in 
some  one  of  the  public  squares.  That  statue 
is  now  completed  and  ba«  been  placed,  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  City  Government, 
in  Commonwealth  avenue.  At  the  request 
of  the  family  of  Mr.  Reed,  we,  the  undersigned, 
as  his  executors  and  trustees,  under  his  will,  here- 
by tender  to  the  citizens  of  Boston,  through  you, 
as  a  free  gift,  the  said  statue,  trusting  that  the 
honorable  exatnole  of  Mr.  Reed  may  be  followed 
by  other  citizens,  and  that  our  parks  may  be 
adorned  by  other  like  mementoes  of  those  brave 
and  good  men  who  sacrificed  so  much  for  their 
country  in  the  days  of  her  trial.  Mr.  Reed,  in  his 
lifetime,  prepared  an  inscription  for  a  tablet 
which  we  request  that  the  city  may  have  placed 
upon  the  pedestal  of  the  monument. 

John  H.  Reed.  )  Executors 

J.  Avery  Richards.  \       and 
John  P.  Putnam.       )  Trustees. 
Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Common 
and  Public  Grounds     Sent  down. 

hearings  on  orders  of  notice. 
The  expediency  of  constructing  sewers  on  Clin- 
ton gtreet,  between  Commercial  street  and  Atlan- 
tic avenue;  in  Terrace  street,  from  Gore  avenue 
to  New  Heath  street,  and  in  New  Heattr>treet  be- 
tween Teirace  rtreer,  andPynchon  street,  was  con- 
sidered on  orders  of  noticp.  No  one  appeared  to 
object  and  the  orders  were  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Severs. 

The  petition  of  Boston  Dyewood  &  Chemical 
Company,  for  leave  to  locate  two  steam  engines 
of  seven ty-five-borse  power  each  on  their  wharf 
at  East  Boston,  was  considered  on  an  order  of  no- 
tice. No  one  appealed  to  object  nnd  the  petition 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

petitions  referred. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Assessors'  Depart- 
ment. N.  B.  Gibbs  et  al.,  executors  of  estate  of 
Benjamin  Abbott,  for  remission  ot  tax  of  1875. 

P.  I.  Kiaft  et  al.  for  abatement  of  tax  assessed 
upon  their  property  on  Shawmut  avenue  and  Lu- 
cas street  used  as  a  German-English  school. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of 
the  Board.  Joseph  Cooliage  et  al.,  for  the  remov- 
al of  a  tree  from  57  Forest  street. 

Augustus  and  William  Bacon,  for  the  removal 
of  trees  from  sidewalk  of  Nos.  13  and  15  Auburn 
street. 

B.  F.  Stacey  et  al.,  for  the  removal  of  a  tree 
from  corner  of  High  and  Elm  streets. 


S.  W.  Shattuck,  foi  removal  of  a  tree  from  No. 
47  Charles  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  FaneuilHall.  E.  M.  Sheafe, 
et  al.,  for  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  on  Sunday,  Oct.  24, 
for  a  temperance  meeting. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Christian 
Rothfushs,  to  be  paid  for  damages  caused  by  the 
breaking  of  a  water  pipe  near  hi9  premises  at  cor- 
ner of  Shawmut  avenue  and  Milford  street. 

Mary  Lynch,  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries 
caused  by  a  fall  on  Columbus  avecue  ueai  West 
Chester  park. 

-  To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as 
follows:-  John  McMorrow,  new  wooden,  two 
horses,  Gibson  street  near  Brooke  street;  John 
Brennan,  new  wooden,  two  horses,  Church  street, 
Ward  19;  David  Hunt,  new  brick  stable,  three 
horses,  near  305  Beacon  street;  Edward  Devin, 
new  wooden,  three  horses,  corner  Seventh  street, 
near  C  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  A.  F.  Clark  et  al., 
for  a  gas  lamp  at  corner  of  Dennis  and  Stafford 
streets. 

M.  Doherty  et  al.,  th-it  the  gas  lamps  recently 
removed  from  Stillman  street  he  restored. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Rebecca  G.  Jew- 
ett  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  for  gas  pipes  and  water 
pipes  in  May  wood  street,  and  that  said  street  be 
graded. 

S.  W.  Mansfield,  for  a  sewer  in  Curtis  street, 
"Ward  17,  near  Boylston  street. 

James  Baker,  for  abatement  of  assessment  for 
a  sewer  in  Bird  streer,  Ward  16. 

W.  H.  Forbes  et  al.,  for  continuation  of  the 
Chestnut-street  sewer,  in  Ward  17,  beyond  Chest- 
Dut  place. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  C.  F.  "Williams  et 
al.,  that  edgestones  be  set  and  gutters  paved  on 
Atherton  street. 

Petition  for  brick  sioewalk  in  front  of  estate  of 
David  H.  Blaney  on  Meridian  street,  corner  ol 
"White  street;  A.  Folsoin,  Longwood  street. 

Charles  "W.  Hill  et  al.,  tor  edgestones  and  gut- 
ters on  Circuit  street. 

Ellen  Shan n aha n,  for  abatement  of  assessment 
for  edgescoi.es  on  Shoit  street,  Ward  22. 

Asa  H.  Caton  et  al.,  for  sidewalks  on  east  side 
of  "West  Chester  park  and  west  of  Columbus  ave- 
nue. 

William  H.  Hill,  for  leave  to  construct  "boxing" 
foi  estate  corner  of  Washington  and  Kneeland 
streets. 

Petition  for  edgestones  and  brick  sidewalk  in 
front  of  estate  of  South  Boston  Railroad  Company 
oa  Sixth  street,  near  P  street. 

B.  P.  Palmer,  tor  a  brick  sidewalk  at  19  Brigh- 
ton street,  Cbarlestown. 

Joseph  Gahm  et  al.,  that  edgestonas  be  set  and 
gutters  naved  on  Howaid  square,  Cnarlestown. 

George  Batchelder  et  al.,  that  Front  street  be 
repaved  from  Walford  street  to  Warren  avenue. 

Petition  for  edgestones  in  front  estate  of  S.  W. 
Leonard,  Neponset  avenue,  near  Mill  street. 

Joseph  Williams  et  al.,  that  certain  improve- 
ments may  be  carried  out  on  Ashland  street  in 
West  Roxbnry,  necessary  to  the  safety  of  the  in- 
habitants. 

_  James  O.  L.  Hillard  etal.,  that  the  sidewalks  on 
Lawrence  street,  near  Ohancuer  street,  belaid. 

Daniel  Kennedy  et  al.,  that  steps  be  uaken  to 
pay  them  the  wages  due  for  work  on  the  paving 
Atlantic  avenue,  Washington  street,  Broadway 
Eastern-avenue  Bridge  and  Salem  street.  The 
petitioners  say  they  have  been  informed  that  the 
contractois  took  the  work  at  such  low  prices  that 
they  are  not  able  to  pay  tae  laborers. 

A.  K.  Richinoud  et  al.,  for  plank  walks  on  por- 
tions of  I  street  and  for  cioss  walks. 

Joseph  Caldwell  et  al.,  that  edgestoaes  be  reset 
and  sidewalks  be  relaid  in  Franklin  street, 
CuarlestowE. 

Graham  HaU,  tor   abatement  ot   nuisance   on 

"Washington  street,  opposite  Vernon    street,  and 

for  edgestones  and  sidewalks  on  line  of  widening. 

Albert  Bo  wker,  for  edgestones  on  Eagle  street, 

East  Boston. 

E.  E.  Bradshaw  et  al.,  ftr  sidewalk  on  southeast 
side  of  Parker  street,  in  Charlestown. 

PAY  OF  LAMPLIGHTERS. 

A  remonstrance  was  received  from  A.  Jackson 
e£  aZ.,  lamplighters,  against  the  proposed  reduc- 
tion of  the  wages  of  lamplighters,  and  asking  for 
a  hearing  before  the  full  Board  in  the  matter. 

Alderm.au  Stebbins  said  he  understood  the  re- 
monstrants were  present,  and  he  moved  that  they 
be  given  a  bearing.    Carried. 
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Mr.  John  Taylor  said  he  was  ther^  by  accident, 
and  was  at  a  loss  what  to  say,  as  he  expected 
others  to  be  present  prepared  to  express  their 
views.  When  be  had  a  ladder  and  ligbced  eighty 
lamps  tie  received  more  pay  than  now  for  lighting 
102witn  a  torch.  The  cleaniog  is  half  as  much 
more  than  it  used  to  be,  and  the  oil  and  matches 
cost  tbam  something.  They  have  to  do  a  great 
deal  of  other  woik  besides  the  lighting,  hav- 
ing to  come  to  city  hall  and  the  office  in 
West  stieet  twice  a  month,  and  to  replace  all 
the  burners  once  a  year  consumes  a  good 
deal  of  time.  To  Alderman  Stebbins  he 
said  he  once  tried  to  be  janitor  of  a  public 
school,  but  the  master  preferred  some  one  else. 
The  number  of  lamps  bas  been  gradually  in- 
creased for  each  man,  with  some  exceptions.  To 
Alderman  Burrage  he  said  he  did  n't  think  the 
average  number  of  lamps  to  each  man  would 
reach  one  hundred  ;  tbe  former  number  was  about 
seventy-five.  To  Alderman  O'Briea  he  said  the 
work  prevented  him  from  attending  to  other  busi- 
ness, unhss  he  was  acquamted  with  some  O'.e  who 
wanted  a  man  at  just  the  hours  he  was  at  leisure. 
To  Alderman  Viles  he  said  a  few  of  the  men  had 
incomes  from  other  occupations,  but  had  to  pay 
out  part  ot  it  for  labor.  He  could  no:  clean  the 
lamps  immediately  after  putting  put  the  lights  at 
this  season,  as  the  glass  is  very  often  wet. 

No  one  else  appeared. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  remon- 
stra.  ce  was  placed  on  file  with  the  other  papers, 
with  the  report,  on  the  subject. 

The  report  and  orders  fixn  g  the  wages  of  tbe 
gas-lamp  lighters  m  city  proper,  East  Boston, 
South  Boston  and  Charlesto<*n  at  the  rate  of  X% 
cents  per  lamp  per  night;  and  the  wages  of  lamp- 
lighters lti  Roxbury,  Dorchester,  West  Roxbury 
and  Brighton  at  the  rate  of  $1.67  per  day,  came  up 
as  unfinished  business. 

Alderman  Stebbins — The  petitioners,  I  under- 
stand, desire  an  opportunity  to  meseut  at  further 
length  their  objections  to  the  passage  of  this  or- 
de*\  There  is  no  haste  for  passing  the  ord  rs  to- 
day, and  as  I,  for  one,  desire  that  they  shall  have 
every  opportunity  to  present  their  objectioos,  that 
the  Board  may  fully  understand  the  matter,  I 
move  that  the  orders  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Carried. 

COMMUNICATIONS  FROM  CITY  OFFICERS." 

Resignation.  The  resignation  of  Ce  M.  Mar- 
shall, as  Inspector  of  Ward  17,  was  received. 
Placed  en  fiie. 

PAPERS  FEOM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  FOE  CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Resolve  and  order  to  widen  South  street  at 
corner  of  Summer  street,  at  a  cost  of  $44,212, 
came  up  refeired  to  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 
Coocuired. 

Report  and  order  to  sell  the  steamer  Henry 
Monison  at  public  auction.     Order  passed. 

Report  inexpedient  to  grant  the  request  of  the 
School  Committee„lor  purchase  of  additional  land 
for  Eliot  High  School,  Ward  17.    Accepted. 

Report  and  order  to  provide  temporary  primary- 
school  accommodations  for  Dorchestei-Everett 
District.    Order  passed. 

Reports  in  favor  of  allowing  t'oe  following- 
named  patties  to  erect  wooden  buildings  m  tbis 
city:  F.  W.  Webster, near  Columoia street,  Ward 
16;  Edward  F.  Meany,  on  Wareham  street;  Wil- 
liam W.  Bennett,  on  Decatur  street,  Ward  1; 
South  Boston  Iron  Coxpany,  rear  of  57  Foundry 
street.    Orders  passed. 

The  order  foi  additional  expenditures  in  depait- 
ment  of  Common,  etc  ,  viz.,~tor  superintendence 
and  labor,  $7000;  for  grading  and  improving  Madi- 
son square,  $5000 ;  for  enclosing  and  improving 
Bromley  par  fc,  $1300 — said  sums  to  be  transftrred, 
viz.,  from  appropriation  for  extension  of  fence  on 
Commonwealth  avenue,  $10,000;  for  capping  and 
pointing  wall  onFountaio  square,  $1500;  for  build- 
ing bank  wall  on  Washington  park,  $1500;  for  bird 
houses,  $300,— came  up  with  an  amendment  to 
strike  out  "$5000"  as  above  set  forth,  and  insert 
instead  thereof  "$3000,"  and  also  the  following: 
"For  grading  and  improving  Orchard  park,  $2000." 
The  amendments  were  concurred  in,  and  the 
order,  as  amended,  passed— yeas  11,  nays  1;  Alder- 
man Prescott  voting  nay. 

Order  for  a  transfer  of  $64.46  from  the  appro- 
priation for  Widening  Streets  to  that  for  Widen- 
ing Leverett  street.    Passed— yeas  12,  Days  0. 

Report  and  order  to  pay  Ellen  Donovan  $1500, 
for  damages  and  costs  ot  a  suit,  now  pending  in 
the  Supreme  Court.    Order  read  twice  aDd  passed. 


TEUSTEE  OF  PUBLIC  LIBEAEY. 

A  certificate  came  up  of  the  election  of  George 
S.  Hnlard  as  Trustee  of  the  Public  Library,  in 
place  of  Thomas  Gaffield,  chosen  by  the  Boa  d. 

Alderman  Bigelow  presented  the  following: 

Boston,  Oct.  15, 1875. 

Hon.  John  T.  Ulark,  Chairman  of  Board  of 
Aldermen :  Dear  Sir — My  nomination  for  the  office 
of  Trustee  of  the  Public  .Library,  made  witbout 
previous  consultation  with  me,  was  a  mistake,  if 
it  will  deprive  the  library  of  the  valuable  ser- 
vices of  Ho  .  George  S.  Hillard,  for  whom  I  have 
the  highest  regard  as  a  friend  and  fellow  citizen, 
and  as  a  lover  ot  good  books.  Please  thank  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  for  the  duly  appreciated  com- 
pliment ot  a  unanimous  vote  at  their  meeting  on 
Oct.  4,  a  3d  express  my  desire  to  *ithdrav  the  use 
of  my  name,  and  to  a<k  an  equally  honorable  vote 
for  Hon.  Mr.  HiJlaul. 

With  kmrj  regards  to  the  members  of  the  Board, 
I  am,  yours  truly, 

Thomas  Gaffield. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  an  election,  and  Alder- 
men O'Brien  and  Viles  were  appointed  a  commit- 
tee to  collect  and  count  votes.    Tttey  reported — 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 12 

Necessary  for  a  choice 7 

George  S.  Hillard  had 10 

Wendell  Phillips 1 

William  E.  Perkins , 1 

And  Mr.  Hillard  was  declared  elected  in  concur- 
rence. 

WATEE  DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Stebbirs  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Water: 

Report  that  no  action  is  ueeessary  on  the  part 
of  the  City  Council  on  the  notice  from  Margaret 
K.  Cusbman  to  remove  tie  water  pipes  from  Fort 
avenue.    Accepted.    Sent  down. 

South  Boston  and  Beacon  Hill  Reservoirs  and 
Licensing  of  Plumbers.  >:be  Joint  Standi'-  g  Com- 
mittee on  Water,  to  whom  were  referred  tbs  rec- 
ommendations from  the  Cochituate  Water  Board 
that  the  resei  voir  at  South  Boston  be  taken  from 
their  charge,  tbat  the  reservoir  on  Beacon  Hill  be 
sold  as  early  as  practicable,  and  thit  authority  be 
obtained  from  the  Legislature  to  require  all 
plumbers  to  be  licensed,  having  considered  the 
subject,  befi  leave  to  report  toat  estimates  of  the 
cost  of  removing  the  hir>h  service  works  to  some 
point  near  the  Chestout  Hill  Reservoir  ate  now 
being  prepared,  and  until  thosi  works  are  re- 
moved or  until  they  are  enlarged  in  their 
present  location,  it  would  not  be  expedient 
to  make  use  of  the  reservoirs  on  Beacon 
Hill  and  at  South  Boston  for  ony  other 
purpose  than  that  for  which  tbey  were  origi- 
nally intended.  Upon  tbe  recommendation  in  re- 
gard to  licensing  plumbers,  the  committee  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petitioo  the  General  Court,  at  its  next  ses- 
sion, for  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the 
City  Council  to  make  ordinances  and  by-laws, 
from  time  to  time,  regulating  the  introduction 
and  use  of  all  water  pipes  and  water  fixtures  con- 
nected directly  or  indirectly  with  the  Boston 
Wat-  r  Works,  and  providing  that  all  plumbers 
and  other  persons  who  introduce  such  water  pipes 
an  •  water  fixtures  shall  be  licensed  by  the  Water 
Board,  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  the  City 
Council  may  establish. 

Read  once. 

East  Boston  Water  Accounts,  The  Joint  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  Water,  who  were  requested  to 
consider  what  action  stiould  be  taken  r,o  enable 
the  City  Collector  to  properly  adjust  tbe  accounts 
for  water  supplied  to  Est  Boston  from  the 
Cochituate  source,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report:  On  the  first  day  of  October,  1869, 
the  city  of  Ctiarlestown,  acting  by  its  Mystic 
Water  Board,  contracted  to  furnish  the  inhabi- 
tants at  East  Boston  and  the  public  institutions 
at  Deer  Island  all  the  water  required  by  them,  in 
consideration  that  there  should  be  allowed 
and  paid  therefor  the  same  prices  or  rates 
charged  by  the  city  of  Boston  for  Cochit- 
uate water.  On  the  21st  of  April  last, 
upon  representations  made  by  the  citizens 
of  East  Boston  tbat  tbe  water  from  Mystic  Pond 
was  impure  and  unfit  for  domestic  use,  the  Water 
Board  changed  the  source  of  supply  from  the 
Mystic  to  the  Cochituate.  As  the  contract  is  still 
in  force,  tbe  collections  from  water  rents  have 
been  paid  to  the  creditof  the  Mystic  Water  Works, 
and  must,  in  the  opinion  ot  tbe  City  Solicitor,  con- 
tinue to  be  so  paid  until  the  contract  is  annulled. 
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It  does  not  appear  that  there  is  anything  in  the 
other  contracts  euteredittoby  the  city  of  Charles- 
towD,  or  io  the  terms  of  the  Mystic  Water  Board, 
which  prevents  tlie  city  of  Boston  from  annulling 
the  contract,  and  thereafter  crediticg  the  depart- 
ment which  furnishes  ti  e  water  with  the 
income  derived  tberefrom.  The  amouct  oaid 
under  the  contract  to  the  Mystic  Water 
Department  for  water  furnished  fiom  the  Cocbit- 
uate  department  (some  $15,000)  cannot  he  diverted. 
The  eommiitee  would  respectfully  recommeud  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  order. 

Ordered,  That  from  and  af tei  the  passage  of  this 
order,  thu  agreement  entered  into  on  the  first  day 
of  October,  A.  D.  1869,  by  and  between  the  cit  ■"  of 
Charlesl own,  acting  hy  its  Mystic  Water  Board, 
theieto  dt.ly  authorized,  ana  the  city  of  Boston, 
acting  try  it<  c'ochituate  Water  Bjard,  thereto 
duly  hiithouzeil,  for  the  supply  of  watet  from 
Mystic  Pond  ..o  th  inhabitant's  of  East  Bo-con 
arid  the  public  institutions  at  Deer  Island,  said 
agreement  heing  entered  with  Middie.^x  South 
District  Deeds,  lih.  1071,  fol  550,  oe  and  the  same 
is  hereby  cancelled  aud  annulled. 

Read  once. 

Work  on  Sudbury  River  Conduit.  Tbe  Joint 
Standing  Committee  on  Water,  to  whom  was  re- 
fened  the  application  from  the  Cochituate  Water 
Board  for  permission  to  change  the  prescribed 
method  for  doing  certain  portion?  of  the  work 
on  the  Sudbury  River  Conduit,  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  following: 

Oniere'i,  That  for  the  reasons  ret  forth  in  the 
communication  from  tbe  Cochituate  Water  Board 
to  the  City  Council  dated  the  11th  day  of  October, 
A.  D.  1875,  ihe  order  passed  bv  the 'City  Council 
and  approved  the  26th  day  of  February,  A.  D. 
1875,  authorizing  the  said  Water  Board  to  build  a 
conduit  from  Farm  Pond  to  Chestnut  Hill  Reser- 
voir, and  to  do  certain  ether  things  m-utior.ed 
therein,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  so  Far  modified 
as  to  authorize  th«  said  Water  Board  to  build  sec- 
tion 1  of  the  Sudbury  River  Conduit  and  the  foun- 
dations of  the  dams  for  basius  numbered  1,  2  and 
3,  by  days'  labor  or  by  contracts  lee  without  ad- 
vertismeut,  as  the  said  board  nuydeetn  best  for 
the  interests  of  the  city. 

Read  once. 

IAXD    DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board : 

Ordered,  That  the  ordei  of  this  Board  of  Sep- 
tember 27, 1869,  to  pay  #2500  to  Alpheus  Hardy  aud 
others,  trustees  for  the  heirs  of  Joshua  Seers,  for 
grade  damages  to  ah  estate  on  Purchase  street,  be 
auci  th.3  same  hereby  is  rescinded,  such  damages 
having  been  settled  by  an  execution  of   court. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Orders  to  pay  for  land  damages  as  follows: 

George  P.  French  $83.25,  wide  ing  of  8'iawmut 
avenue. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Roger  Diury,  $2000,  laying  out  of  Terrace  street. 

Read  once. 

Order  to  pay  James  G.  Leman  $840,  for  land  and 
damages  occasioned  estate  of  John  Leman's  heirs 
on  Purchase  and  Broad  streets  by  the  grading  of 
Fort  Hill  thereoo,  by  orders  of  this  Board,  upon 
said  Leman  paving  to  the  city  all  claims  it  has 
upon  said  estate  for  betterments,  etc,    Read  once. 

Order  of  notice  to  Maiy  E.  Donahue  and  all  oth- 
ers interested  to  "quit"  forthwith  on  Carolina 
avenue,  as  laid  out  March  10, 1873,  by  tbe  town  of 
West  Roxbury.    Passed. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Harris  submitced  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Sswers: 

Report  and  order  of  notice  of  hearing  on  Mon- 
day next  on  expediency  of  contracting  a  common 
sewer  m  King  street,  Roxbury.    Passed. 

Preamble,  that  for  the  purpose  of  building  a 
sewer  in  King  stieet  it  is  necessary  to  take  a  strip 
of  land  ten  feet  wide  through  and  along  the  centre 
line  of  King  street,  in  Roxbury,  and  order  assign- 
ing Monday,  Nov.  1,  next,  at  four  o'clock,  as  the 
time  for  hearing  objections  thereto.    Passed. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  John 
C.  Frame  et  al.,  that  the  proposed  sale  of  their 
estates  for  sewer  assessments  be  stayed.  Ac- 
cepted. 

HEALTH. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  reports  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  pait  of  the 
Board,  as  follows: 

Report  in  favor  of  granting  petition  of  "W.  H. 
Baker,  M.  D.,  for  leave  to  establish  a  free  hospital 
for  women  at  16  East  Springfield  street. 


Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  ths  following 
petitions  'or  leave  to  occupy  stables :  William  S. 
Tracy,  12  Earl  street;  P.  Muiry  (old  shed),  683  Sec- 
ond street;  Martin  Trautman  (by  request),  Wan  en 
street,  corner  of  Dale  street;  "Edward  Wiuslow, 
rear  ot  264  Havre  street ;  A.  J.  Woodbine,  on  field 
between  N  and  O  and  Fourth  and  Fifth  sirtets; 
James  Nugent,  679  Second  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

CLAIMS. 

Alderman  WorthiDgton  .-ubrnitted  reports  of 
leave  to  withdraw  on  tbe  petition  of  James  Ctti- 
leu  to  "ce  paid  for  personal  injuiies  on  account  ot 
alleged  defect  in  Hanover  stieet,  and  of  Henry 
Cohen  to  be  paid  tor  injury  to  his  son  during  the 
oassage  of  the  procession  ou  the  17th  of  Jiv.e  last. 
Severally  accepted.    Sent  down. 

SURVEY  AND  INSPECTION  OF  BUILDINGS. 

Aldermao  Pope  submitted  the  following  fiom 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Suivey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings: 

Report  that  no  action  is  requir»ci  oo  petition  of 
F.  C.  Sbf  rid  for  leave  to  eiect  a  wooden  building 
on  Dndlev  street,  Ward  16,  the  application  having 
been  withd-  awn.    Accepted.    Sent  up. 

Ord  red.  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  au- 
thorized to  transfer  $400  from  the  item  of  "Saia- 
ri  s,"  to  that  for  "Repairs  of  wagon,  harness, 
etc.,"  in  the  appropriation  for  Inspection  of 
Builaitgs. 

Read  twice  aod  passed— yeas  12,  nays  0.  Sent 
down. 

Chemical  Factory  in  South  Boston.  Re- 
port on  remonstrance  of  Chauocey  Page 
against  the  erection  of  a  building  on  First  street, 
between  F  and  Dorchester  streets',  to  be  used  for 
manufacturing  chemic«J  compounds.  The  facts 
in  tbe  ca=e  are  these:  A  wood  shed  145  feet  long 
and  35  feet  wide,  oue  stoiy  high,  with  a  flat  roof , 
situated  on  the  westerly  side  of  the  lot,  had  been 
occupied  for  about  twenty-five  years  for  the  stor- 
age of  resin,  ta',  turpentine,  eta.  A  change  in 
the  management  of  the  estate  atd  division  of  the 
property  he^e-sitated  the  making  of  certain  alter- 
atior  s  io  the  buildings,  and,  with  a  view  of  pro- 
tecting their  own  and  their  neighbors'  property  in 
case  of  fire,  tbe  owoeis  moved  this  shed  to  a  dis- 
tance of  twelve  feet  from  its  former  location,  leav- 
ing a  clear,  open  space  arouno  it,  and  removrcg  it 
from  ihe  pioximity  of  piles  of  lumber  which  stood 
on  th  adjoining  estates.  They  then  took  down 
35  fct  of  this  shed  and  erected  a  building  35x35, 
one  story  high,  with  a  pitch  roof,  measuring 
about  twenty-six  feet  in  height  from  the  ground 
to  the  ridge,  and  having  a  brick  wall  at  each  end. 
In  this  ouildiLg  there  is  ,-  laced  a  still  for  the 
manufacture  of  varnish,  and  it  is  againsc  the 
erection  of  this  building  that  the  petitioner  re- 
monstrates. The  ordinance  relating  to  the  con- 
struction of  wooden  and  frame  buildings  permits 
the  erection  of  wooden  buildings,  for  other  pur- 
poses than  dwellings,  in  a  range  of  fiftv  feet  or 
less,  without  the  construction  of  brick  walls. 
Buildings  erected  ma  range  of  more  than  fifty 
feet  are  requirec  to  have  brick  walls  constructed 
either  at  the  sides  or  ends  thereof,  as  may  be 
directed  by  the  Inspector  of  Buildings.  Such 
buildings  may  be  carried  up  to  a  height  of  fifty- 
two  feet  above  tbe  sills.  Uadei  the  ordinance  the 
owners  of  the  building  in  question  could  bava 
erected  a  larger  building  with  but  one  biick 
wall,  ana  they  have  therefore  done  more  than 
chey  were  legally  required  to  do.  having 
constructed  brick  walls  at  each  snd  of  the  build- 
ing and  having  carried  up  the  buildbiij  to  only 
about  one-half  of  the  height  thattney  were  legal- 
ly entitled  to.  Your  commitiee  would  therefore 
submit  t^at  the  boilding  iu  question  complies 
with  the  requirements  of  the  ordinance,  and  as 
the  ordinance  deals  only  with  the  construction  of 
buildings,  it  is  not  their  province  to  decide  as  to 
whether  tbe  business  carried  on  therein  is  of  a 
hazardous  or  non-tazardous  nature,  but  to  simply 
decide  whether  it  has  been  built  according  to  law. 
Tour  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  if  the 
business  carried  on  in  the  building  in  question  is 
of  a  hazardous  nature,  the  matter  comes  under 
the  regulations  relating  to  combustible  materials, 
aud  while  they  do  not  wish  to  avoid  aoy  responsi- 
bility which  rightly  belongs  to  them,  they  would 
respectfully  recommend  that  the  subject  be  re- 
ferred back  to  the  Committee  on  Fire  Depart- 
ment. Accepted  and  reference  ordered.  Sent 
down. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  License  as  follows: 
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Intelligence  Offices  Licensed— Mrs.  Dupalla,  1 
Blossom  place  (renewal);  A.  L.  Anderson  &  Co., 
33  Washington  street;  Mary  J.  McMulkin,  81 
Charles  street. 

Auctioneers  Licensed— John  Glaccy,  169  Friend 
street. 

Auctioneer's  License  Refused— E.  A.  Hobart,  45 
Court  street. 

Deale  s  in  Second-hand  Articles  Licensed — 
DaniiT  Boyle,  45  Auburn  street;  Jotm  McCulloueh, 
2  North  Grove  street. 

Wagon  Licenses  Grauted— W.  S.  Brown,  Heath 
street;  August  Kribs,  Lyman  place;  Edgar  E. 
Gray,  1850  Wasbingt<  n  street. 

Billard  Licenses  Grar  ted —Otto  &  Srhubert, 
1090  Washington  street;  Gustave  Bluthardt,  80 
We?t  Spiingtiekl  street. 

Amusement  License  Granted— Eliot  Diamaiic 
Association,  to  give  exhibitions  at  1371  Washing- 
ton street  Nov.  8. 

Severally  accepted. 

THE  QUINCY  B1EMORIAL. 

Alderman  Prescott  submitted  the  following: 

The  Special  Com uoitt°e  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men to  wtiom  was  referred  the  communication 
from  his  Honor  trie  Mayorin  relation  to  the  expen- 
diture of  the  income  from  the  bequest  ot  Jona- 
than Phillips  for  adorning  and  embellishing  cbe 
streets  and  public  places  in  this  city,  having  care- 
fully cous:dered  the  subject,  beg  Pave  to  submit 
the  followiDgreport: 

It  appears  from  the  language  used  in  making 
the  bequest,  that  the  purpose  of  the  testator  was 
to  nave  the  income  expended  annually;  but  as 
this  has  rot  been  dona  we  are  called  upon  to  con- 
sider the  use  to  which  it  T>ould  be  proper  to  apply 
the  fund  which  has  been  allowed  to  accumulate 
during  the  past  fourteen  years,  aa.i  which  now 
amounts  to  somethiag  over  $18,000. 

In  his  comumaication  the,  Mayor  suggesc.i  that 
it  should  be  used  to  procure  a  statue  of  Josiah 
Quincy,  the  second  Mayor  of  this  city,  to  b2  lo- 
cated in  front  of  the  City  Hall.  The  committee 
have  conferred  with  some  of  toe  leading  citizens 
of  Bo=tou,  •  and  find  that  the  suggestion  is 
generally  received  with  favor.  If  the 
money  is  to  be  used  tor  tne  purpose  of 
erecting  a  statue,  tnere  appears  to  be  but  one 
opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  selecting  Josiah 
Quincy,  whose  valuable  services  in  organizing  our 
municipal  government  will  always  be  gratefully 
remembered  by  the  citizens  of  Boston,  and  whose 
example  as  an  ablu,  energetic  and  upright  magis- 
trate will  ever  continue  to  exert  a  powerful  iiflu- 
ence  upon  our  municipal  councils. 

A  question  was  raised  bv  one  of  ths  g;utlemea 
whom  the  committee  consulted,  ana  whose  opinion 
is  entitled  to  great  weight,  as  to  the  piooriety  of 
using  this  money  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  any 
statue;  but  the  City  Solicitor  decides  that  its  use 
for  such  a  purpose  would  i  ot  conflict  with  the 
teimsof  the  trust.  It  does  not  appear  that  the 
testator  had  any  very  definite  ideas  as  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  income  should  be  expended.  He 
confldsd  largely  in  the  discretion  of  the  Citv  Gov- 
ern in ent.  An  annual  expenditure  would,  of 
comse,  preclude  the  erection  of  statues,  on  ac- 
count of  the  smallness  of  the  sum ;  but  io  view  of 
the  facttha1^  the  income  lias  been  allowed  to  ac- 
cumulate until  it  amounts  to  a  considerable  sum, 
there  would  seem  to  be  no  more  appropriate  way 
of  perpetuating  the  generosity  of  the  founder  ot 
the  trust  than  by  aJopttng  the  Mayor's  sugges- 
tion. 

The  committee  have  made  some  inquiries  in  re- 
gard to  tte  cost  of  a  broDze  statue,  with  a  suita- 
ble pedestal,  aud  find  tnat  the  sum  now  subject 
to  the  order  of  the  Board  is  ample.  Tbey  would, 
therefore,  respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  with  three 
members  of  this  Board,  be  a  special  committee 
with  authority  to  contract  for  the  delivery  to  this 
city  of  a  btonze  statue  of  Josiah  Quincy,  second 
Mayor  of  Boston;  and  with  authority  also  to  con- 
tract for  the  construction  of  a  suitable  pedestal 
for  raid  statue,  to  be  located  in  fiont  of  the  City 
Hall ;  the  cost  of  the  statue  and  pedestal  not  to 
exceed  the  sum  of  eighteen  thousand  dollars. 
Read  once. 

FANETJIL  HALL. 

Alderman  Prescott  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall  in  favor  of  gianting 
the  use  of  said  hall  to  H.  D.  Gushing  et  al.  for  a 
political  meeting  on  Oct.  30, 1875.    Accepted. 


WARDROOM  IK  WARD  12. 

Alderman  Prescott  sub  rutted  (he  following: 

The  JoiEt  Standing  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings, to  whom  was  referred  the  accompanying 
order  to  fcire  the  second  and  third  stories  of 
building  numbered  339  Broad  vay  foi  the  purpose 
of  a  wardroom  aud  for  an  armoiy,  beg  leave  to  re- 
port that  they  have  consideted  the  subject  and 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  following  oroer, 
the  same  being  a  new  draft: 

Ordered,  'f  hat  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
iigs  be  authorized  to  hire,  at  an  expense  not 
exceeding  $1000  per  aur  urn,  and  for  a  term  of  five 
ycais,  with  the  privilege  of  renewing  the  lease  for 
an  additional  Win  of  five  vears,  the  second  and 
third  floors  of  the  building  numbered  339  Bioad- 
way,  South  Bostou,  the  same  to  be  used  for  the 
purposes  ot  a  wardrrom  and  for  an  armory  tor 
Company  I,  Ninth  Regiment  M.  V.  M. ;  $700  of  the 
expense  for  re  ot  to  be  charged  to  the  app'-opria- 
tiou  for  Aimones,  $300  of  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  tor  Public  Buildings 
and  to  be  in  full  payment  yearly  for  ail  purposes 
of  said  mom  as  a  wardroom. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Po*er  submitted  reports  and  orders 
from  the  Commit te°  o-j  Paving,  as  follows: 

Repoits  and  orders  for  brick  sidewalks  in  front 
•  of  estates  of  Morton  &  Chesley,  108-114  East  Ded- 
ham  street,  and  71  and  73  Wareharn  street;  Jere- 
miah Murphy,  62  Baxter  streec;  Dennis  Collins, 
149  B  street;  Edwin  Hennesey,  corner  B  aud  Third 
streets;  John  and  Joanna  Doolin,186  West  Third 
street. 

Report  aud  order  for  edgestones  and  brick  side- 
walk in  f tout  of  estate  of  John  and  Margaret  Sul- 
livan, 68  Baxter  st'  eet.    Order  passed. 

Report  and  order  that  that  part  of  Thornton 
srreet  leading  westerly  from  Washingtoa  street 
to  Thornton  street,  lecentiy  laid  out  as  a  public 
way  by  the  Board  of  Sti  eet  Commisionsrs  be  here- 
after called  and  kuown  as  ''Valentine  street, ,:  and 
that  the  Superintendent  of  Strsets  be  directed  to 
place  street  signs  upon  and  uumber  said  street. 
Older  lead  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  that  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  be  directed  to  resst  the  edgestones, repave 
the  gutters  and  sidewalks,  and  gravel  the  roadway 
of  Pearl  street,  between  Bunker  Hill  and  Med  ford 
streets.  Estimated  cost,  $1800.  Order  ■  ead  twice 
and  passed. 

Report  aud  order  granting  permission  to  Walk- 
er, Pratt  &  Co.  to  lay  a  steam  pire  under  and 
across  AMei.  street  from  "Stetson's  Printing 
House"  to  the  building  opposite,for  steam  beating 
purposes,  upon  the  usual  conditio:  s.  Order  read 
twics  and  passed. 

Report  in  favor  of  granting  leave  to  Ma.-k  W. 
Tate  to  close  Alden  street  tor  two  weeks  while 
building  operations  are  in  progress.    Accepted. 

Report  and  order  that  the  court  or  place  which 
has  recently  been  opened  to  public  tiavel  leading 
southerly  from  North  Hanover  court,  be  her;after 
called  and  known  a3  "Anthony  place,"  a^a  that 
the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be  directed  to  place 
street  signs  upon  and  number  said  pla  e.  Order 
re  ad  twice  and  passed. 

Report  in  favor  of  granting  permission  to  Wil- 
liam A..  Connelly  to  place  a  post  io  sidewalk  of 
1892  Washington  street.    Accepted. 

Ordered,  That  theie  be  paid  to  the  Old  Colony 
Railroad  Company  the  sum  of  $861.93  in  full  pay- 
ment of  157  squares  of  gravel  deposited  in  Clinton 
and  Richmond  streets,  as  per  certificate  of  City 
Engineer;  said  sum  to  b*3  charged  to  the  appropri- 
ation for  Paving. 

Read  twice  and  oa-sed. 

Report  and  order,  that  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  be  directed  to  reset  the  edgestones,  pave 
the  gutteis,  and  macadamize  the  roadway  of  Dea- 
con street,  recently  laid  out  by  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners.  Estimated  cost,  $000.  Or- 
der read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  that  pei  mission  be  granted  to 
the  Downer  Kerosene  Oil  Companv  to  lay  down 
an  iron  water  pipe  across  a  street  and  through 
Baldwin  street,  to  connect  with  an  iron  pipe  laid 
down  in  Granite  street  by  the  Continental  Sugar 
Reflnerv  Company,  upon  the  usual  conditions. 
Order  read  twice  ano  passed. 

Repoit  in  favor  of  grafting  leave  to  Boston 
Post  Company  to  erect  a  private  street  light  over 
cheir  bulletin'  on  Milk  street.    Accepted. 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  parmits  to  William 
R.  Cavanagh  to  move  two  wooden  buildings 
across  Albany  street.    Severally  accepted. 


562 


BOARD       OF       A_LD£1RM:EN 


Ordered,  That,  tbe?e  be  paid  to  Choate  Buru- 
haiu  tbe  sum  of  $3748,50  in  addition  to  the  sum  of 
$2500  to  be  paid  to  him  for  the  grading  of  a  por- 
tioQ  of  Vale  street,  as  per  co.itract  made  under  an 
order  passed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  Jan.  1, 
1875,  upon  hi»  grading  said  Vale  street  frooj  Low- 
land street  to  tbe  dock,  750  feet  (more  or  less)  east 
of  said  Lowland  street,  to  tbe  full  wifitn  of  said 
Vale  street,  and  to  a  grade  of  ei^bteeo  feet  above 
meau  low  water;  also  upon  condition  tbat  he  shall 
give  to  the  city  in  writing  satisfactory  to  tbe  City 
Solicitor  tbe  riiibt  to  discharge  the  Vale-stieet 
sewer  into  r.aid  dock  so  long  as  tbe  city  may 
choose  so  to  do. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order,  that  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  be  directed  to  reset  tbe  edgestones,  lepave 
the  gutters  and  sidewalK--,  and  gravel  the  roat- 
way  of  Pearl  street,  between  Bun?er  Hill  acd 
Medforcl  street?.  Estimated  cost,  $1800.  Order 
read  twice  and  passed. 

Schedules  of  the  cost  of  setting  edgestones  in 
front  of  estates  on  Bui  roughs  street,  on  Eliot 
street,  am  on  Seaverns  avenue,  and  orders  for 
tbe  assessment  and  collection  of  same.  Orders 
read  twice  aad  passed. 

RMEMOVAL  OF  A  TREE  IN  WARD  14. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Common  on  tbe  part  of  the 
Board,  on  petition  of  G.  Hammond  et  al.,  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  followirg  order: 

Ordered,  Tbat  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  remove  a  tree  now  obstrucring  the 
publio  travel,  aud  standing  on  Waveiley  street, 
Ward  14,  in  front  of  tbe  estate  owned  by  Augus- 
tus W.  Perrin. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

BONDS  APPROVED. 

Alderman  Stebbins  presented  the  bonds  of  J. 
Edward  Priest  and  others,  constables,  which,  be- 
ing duly  certified,  were,  on  bis  motion,  approved 
by  the  Board. 

POLICE  COMMISSION. 

Alderman  Stebbms  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  Tbat  the  Corumittee  on  Police  be  in- 
structed to  consider  and  resort  at  an  early  day 
upon  tae  expediency  of  requesting  the  Mayor  to 
petition  the  Legi-lature  at  its  next  session  for  au- 
thority to  establish  a  Boaid  of  Management  for 
the  Police  Department  of  this  city. 
Passed. 

SALARIES  OF  DEPUTY  COLLECTORS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  StebbiDj,  Aldeiman 
Wortbington's  motion  to  reconsider  the  rejection 
of  the  ordefto  pay  each  of  the  Deputy  Collectors 
a  salary  of  $1700  per  annum  was  taken  from  the 
table,  and  tbe  question  was  on  reconsideration. 

Aldermau  Power— All  I  have  ro  say  is  I  bopethe 
Board  will  adhere  to  its  vote  whexeby  it  failed  to 
couth  m  or  approve  the  action  of  the  committee  in 
recommending  tbe  salaiy  of  $1700.  From  all  the 
inquiries  I  havo  mad^,  and  the  expressions  of 
opinion  I  have  heard  ever  since  our  last  action  on 
this  matter,  and  from  the  opinion  of  those  sup- 
posed to  have  any  knowledge  on  the  subject,  lam 
confirmed  in  tbe  belief  that  $1500  is  an  ample  salary 
for  tbe  persons  filling  those  positions,  and  for  the 
degree  of  talent  required  by  tbeoo.  Even 
$1200  would  be  a  very  good  salary,  and  the  persons 
who  hold  tbe  positions  will  De  glad  to  have  them 
at  $1200,  and  not  one  would  leave  if  the  salaiy 
were  reduced  to  that  sum. 

Alderman  Worthington— When  I  made  the  mo- 
tion tor  a  reconsideration  it  was  with  the  under- 
standing that  the  order  should  be  amended.  Af- 
ter the  reconsideration  the  question  will  be  on  the 
amount  to  be  inserted.  If  we  insist  upon  tbe  re- 
jection of  this  order  the  subject  must  go  back  to 
the  committee  to  report  a  new  order.  I  therefore 
ask  for  a  reconsideration  that  we  may  agree  upon 
a  sum.  * 

Alderman  Power— I  have  no  objections  to  a  re- 
consideration for  that  purpose. 

The  reconsideration  prevailed. 

Alderman  Power— I  move  that  the  salary  be 
made  $1500. 

Alderman  Prescoa— Is  that  motion  in  order, 
$1500  having  been  once  rejected  ? 

Tbe  Chairman— The  point  is  well  taken. 

Alderman  Power— Then  I  move  to  make  the 
salary  $1400. 

Alcterman  Wortbington-  -I  move  to  make  :t 
$1600. 

Alderman  Power — I  hope  that  motion  will  not 
prevail.  If  it  can  be  so  an  anged  I  Con't  object  to 
a  salary  of  $1500;  but  at  the  same  time  I  think 
that  a  very  liberal  salary.    I  have  heard  it  said 


by  those  conveisant  with  the  duties  of  that  office 
that  $1200  would  be  a  good  salaiy  for  the  gentle- 
men performing  tbem ;  tbat  tbe  pay  is  more  than 
such  persons  employed  by  merchants  and  private 
coiporations  receive,  and  if  they  get  $1400  thsy 
will  be  well  paid.  I  hope  this  Board  will  not  make 
the  salaiy  $1600. 

Aldermau  But  rage— I  trust  the  salaries  will  cot 
be  reduced  below  $1700.  as  was  said  the  oth<jr 
day,  the  office  requires  men  of  intelligence,  abil- 
ity acd  respectability.  I  am  told  by  the  Collector 
that  he  will  require  tbeir  services  all  the  time. 
In  former  years,  more  tban  tall  of  tbe  deputies 
wet  e  taken  from  their  duties  foi  a  huudted  days 
to  work  as  assessors,  which  will  account  for  the 
lax  collection  ot  the  taxes  during  many  years. 
There  is  another  fact  that  I  was  not  aware  of  till 
the  other  day.  Under  tbe  new  ordinance,  the 
deputies  ara  required  to  give  double  bouas— as 
collectors  and  constables— making  $8000.  As  we 
are  to  keep  them  about  tbeii  dutus  all  the  time, 
it  seems  to  me  to  be  poor  economy  to  underpay 
chem.  A  ma:  can  earn  his  salary  by  collecting 
the  poll  taxej  which  have  aot  been  collected 
hr-retofore. 

Alderman  Hariis— Do  these  gentlemen  collect 
ths  water  .ates,  or  co  they  simply  collect  the 
taxes  ? 

Allermao  Burrage— Ths  water  rates  are  not  col- 
lected by  these  deputies.  They  are  paid  to  a 
cleric  in  the  Water  Registrar's  office— Mr.  Little — 
who  is  a  Deputy  Collector  in  addition,  at  a  salary 
of  $2500,  paid  by  the  Water  Board.  The  water 
bills  are  delivered  the  same  as  heretofore,  by  the 
patties  rrom  that  office  who  are  smployed  to  ex- 
amine ths  water  works. 

Alderman  Power— So  far  as  the  bond  goes  I 
d'.-o't  see  tbat  it  has  much  to  do  with  it.  We  ap- 
point forty  or  fifty  constables,  who  don't  collect 
any  monev  for  the  city,  and  we  make  them  give 
satisfactory  bonds.  Any  honest  young  man  who 
can  read  and  write  and  is  familiar  i^ith  the  city, 
is  competent  to  deliver  bills  and  perform  ihose 
duties.  There  isn't  a  per; on  about  City  Hall  but 
knows  it  is  true.  He  nas  got  to  go  vith  the  bill 
and  collect  the  money,  and  tbat  is  all  there  is  to 
it.  Any  smart  boy  in  a  merchant's  office  can  clo 
the  same  thing. 

Alderman  Burrage— Ate  the.?  not  called  upon  to 
make  arrests  if  the  Collectoi  so  directs  ? 

Aldeiman  Power — If  they  are  I  don't  see  what 
that  has  to  do  with  it.  A  policeman  who  receives 
$3  a  dny,  or  $1100  or  $1200  a  year,  is  constantly 
called  upon  to  make  airests  for  violation  ot  law, 
but  I  don't  know  that  that  would  warrant  us  in 
increasing  their  salaries ;  aod  yet  thet  e  is  n't  any 
mote  responsibility  about  this  position  than  there 
is  about  that  of  a  policeman,  who  is  in- 
trusted with  the  care  of  our  properiy.  I  can't  see 
how  their  duties  are  to  be  multiplied  so  much 
more  than  they  used  to  be.  If  they  are  to  b«  so 
complicated,  it  will  require  a  set  of  men  wholly 
different  from  those  who  have  been  there.  The 
talent  they  have  will  not  command  over  $1200  a 
year.  If  we  are  going  to  retiencb,  now  is  the 
time  to  begin.  I  say  $1400  a  ysar  is  a  libetal  sala- 
ry for  such  duties.  Ar.y  one  who  will  take  the 
trouble  to  look  into  it  will  see  that  all  it  requires 
is  a  young  man  such  as  any  merchant  employs  in 
bis  office  to  transact  his  business  Itis  folfy  to  talk 
of  such  great  ability  being  required  to  collect 
bills.  It  don't  require  any  more  ability  than  my 
young  man  has.  I  send  him  out  with  bills 
and  expect  him  to  use  some  persuasion  to  collect 
them.  But  these  Collectors  h&va  the  law  behind 
them  and  all  they  have  to  do  is  to  present  the  bill. 

Aldeiman  Bigelow— Has  the  Alderman  beeu 
into  the  Collector's  office  and  made  himself  fa- 
miliar with  the  special  duties  of  the  deputies, 
and  does  he  know  all  the  duties  requiied  of 
them? 

Alderman  Power— I  was  in  the  office  before  the 
Collector  was  appointed,  and  I  was  familiar  with 
the  persons  who  used  to  perform  those  duties, 
which  did  n't  take  one-quarter  of  their  time. 
Heretofore  they  were  Assessors,  and  received  $800 
or  $900  for  that.  This  duty  dots  n't  tako  a  quarter 
of  tbeir  time.  If  it  is  going  to  take  so  much  more 
time  and  money,  it  seems  to  me  that  tbs  office  has 
been  complicated  rather  than  simplified. 

Alderman  Burrage — It  is  proposed  to  have  the 
work  well  done,  if  it  costs  a  few  hundred  dollars 
mote.  It  is  poor  economy  to  pay  small  salaries 
for  such  duties. 

Aldernun  Power— If  that  is  so,  then  the  present 
collectors  are  aot  fit  to  do  the  work,  and,  with  a 
tew  exceptions,  they  should  have  a  new  set  of 
meu  for  the  positions. 
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Alderman  Burrage— It  is  a  new  system. 
Alderman  O'Brien— It  will  be  remembered  ths,t 
some  cime  ago  we  tried  to  adjust  the  salaries  of 
the  constables  connected  with  the  courts,  hut  we 
refused  to  give  them  $1500,  their  salaries  now 
being  $1200.  Tbe  duties  of  these  positions  are 
similac.  The  constables  receive  money  and  pay 
it  into  the  city  treasury— almost  as  much  as  the 
collectors  do.  It  appears  to  me  tbat  this  is  a 
parallel  case.  I  thought  the  services  of  the  con- 
stables were  worth  $1500,  and  I  believe  these  gen- 
tlemen aie  worth  the  same,  for  the  positions  re- 
quire the  same  kind  of  intelligence.  WheD  we 
are  talking  so  much  of  retrenchment,  I  believe 
that  $1500  is  sufficient  for  these  gentlemen,  and 
shall  vote  tor  that  sum. 

Alderman   Worthirgton— I    will  withdraw    the 
motion  for  $1600  and  move  to  make  it  $1501  a  year. 
The  motion(  $1501)  was  lost  by  a  rising  tie  vote— 
6  for,  6  against. 

Alderman  Stebbins  moved  to  amend  the  order 
by  adding  the  following: 

""Said  deputy  collectors  tobe  required  to  devote 
all  of  their  time  during  the  office  hours  of  the  de- 
partment to  the  discharge  of  such  duties  as  may 
be  required  of  them  by  tbe  Collector." 

Alderman  Power— Wt> at  are  tie  office  hours  in 
the  Collector's  office? 

Alderman   Stebbins— Tb<»y  are   fixed  by    ordi- 
nance. 
Alderman  Burrage— from  9  A.  M.  to  5  P.  M. 
Alderman  Stebbins— Except  on  Saturdays,  when 
they  are  from  nine  to  two. 

Alderman  Worthington- -The  collectors  are 
obliged  to  work  at  all  hours,  wbeo  they  can  catch 
their  men.  They  have  to  collect  the  poll  taxes, 
and  are  obliged  to  go  early  in  the  morning  before 
the  parties  leave  their  houses,  or  go  late  at  night. 
They  work  at  all  hour?,  when  they  can  collect 
their  money.  If  we  adopt  the  amendment  we  vir- 
tually say  they  can  work  at  no  other  hours 
tuan  between  nine  and  five.  1  think  that 
can  be  regulated  by  the  Collector.  They 
have  a  great  deal  of  work,  and  must  do 
it  when  they  can.  I  was  a  collector  of 
bills  a  great  many  years  ago,  and  l  kuow  I  was 
obliged  to  work  when  I  could  catch  my  men— 
sometimes  as  early  as  7  A.  M.,  sometimes  as  late 
as  9  P.  M.  Our  Collector  does  the  same  now;  he 
has  charge  of  the  bills  and  we  don't  undertake  to 
guide  him. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  difficulty  has  been 
tbat  these  officers  have  served  the  city  in 
other  capacities,  and  during  office  hours, 
though  I  don't  think  such"  a  contingency 
is  likely  to  arise  under  the  new  system. 
Still  I  offer  the  amendment,  that  they  shall  mot 
woik  in  other  departments,  and  if  they  see  fit  to 
be  abseat  it  must  be  deducted  from  their  pay. 

Alderman  Worthington — Is  that  not  covered  in 
tbe  other  part  of  the  order?  If  tbe  Alderman 
will  withdraw  the  amendment,  I  think  it  will  be 
all  right.  It  is  understood  they  are  to  do  nothing 
but  collecting,  under  th6  direction  of  the  Collector 
of  Taxes,  who  will  make  legulations  tor  the  men 
under  his  employ. 

Alderman  Burrage— I  am  inclined  to  tbink  the 
amendment  unnecessary.  The  deputies  work  at  a 
fixed  salary  under  the  Collector. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  withdraw  the  amend- 
ment. 

Alderman  Power  called  for  the  veas  and  nays 
and  his  amendment  ($1400)  was  lo-'t— yeal,  rays 
11;  Alderman  Power  voting  yea. 

Alderman  Harris— I  move  to  make  the  sum 
$1560  a  year,  which  is  just  $130  a  month. 

Alderman  Burrage— I  move  to  make  it  $1650 
a  year. 

Alderman  Burrage's  amendment  ($1650)  was  lost 
by  a  rising  tie  vote— 6  for,  6  against. 

Aldeiman  Prescott  moved  to  make  the  sum 
$1600. 

Alderman  Bui  rage  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  tbe  amendment  of  Aloerman  Prescott  ($1600) 
was  carried— yeas  8,  nays  4: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelosv,  Bun  age,  Pope,  Pres- 
cotr,  Quincy,  Stebbins,  Viles,  Worthington— 8. 

Nays-- Aldermen  Clark,  Harris,  O'Biien,  Power 
—4. 

Tne  order  as  amended  was  passed— yeas  8,  nays 
4;  the  same  as  before. 
Sent  down. 

UNPAID  TAXES. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Bigelow,  the  report  of 
Committee  on  Treasury  Department  on  amount 
of  unpaid  taxes  in  this  city  (City  Doc.  No.  104)  was 
taken  from  tbe  table  and  accepted.    Sent  down. 


METROPOLITAN  TRACKS  IN  COURT  STREET. 

Oq  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  Board 
took  from  the  table  the  orde<  to  notify  the  Metro- 
politan Railroad  Company  to  discontinue  tbe  use 
of  the  Court-street  tracks  except  in  cases  of  emer- 
gency- 
Alderman  Stebbins  moved  to  amend  the  order 
by  substituting  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
pany be  directed  to  discontinue  the  use  of  their 
tracks  in  Court  ^reet  except  in  cases  of  emergen- 
geucy;  provided,  however,  that  said  company 
may,  if  they  so  elect,  use  said  tracks  from  March 
1  to  November  1  for  their  West  End  and  depot 
lines  of  cars  during  all  hours  on  Sundays  and 
every  week-day  evening  after  six  o'clock. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  effect  of  that  would  be 
to  prevent  thQ  company  from  using  the  tracks 
during  the  winter  months,  whea  of  course  it  is 
not  desirable  to  have  tbe  snow  removed.  It  will 
allow  them  to  use  the  tracks  in  the  evening  after 
six  o'clock,  to  which  no  one  objects,  and  on  Sun- 
days, to  which  there  can  be  no  objection,  for  their 
depot  ani  West  End  lines  only.  It  will  be  a  great 
convenience  to  the  pations  of  the  road  if  they  can 
go  through  Court  street  on  evenings  aod  Sundays, 
rathei  than  take  the  longer  ride  through  Cornhill. 
Aldennan  Burrage — Supposing  that  the  orJer  is 
offered  in  good  faith,  I  move  to  amend  the  substi- 
tute by  insuring  in  place  of  "emergency"  the 
words,  "The  unavoidable  obstruction  of  tbe  track 
in  Cornhill  or  in  Washington  street  between  Corn- 
hill  and  Court  stieet";  and  in=erttng  after  Court 
street  the  woros,  "between  Scollay  square  and 
Washington  street "  .  The  word  "emergency" 
don't  seem  to  govern  the  case,  ana  the  Alderman 
will  see  that  he  means  in  Court  street  between 
Scollay  square  aud  Washington  street. 

Alderman  Stebbins  accepted  the  amendments, 
and  the  order  was  read  as  follows  (the  amend- 
ments are  given  in  quotations): 

Ordered,  That  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
pany be  directed  to  discontinue  the  use  of  their 
tracks  in  Court  street  "betweeeo  Scollay  square 
and  Washington  street,"  except  in  "case  of  the 
unavoidable  obstruction  of  the  track  in  Cornhill 
or  in  Washington  street  between  Cornhill  and 
•Court  street";  provided,  however,  that  said  com- 
pany mav,  if  they  so  elect,  use  said  tracks  from 
March  1  to  Nov.  1  for  their  West  End  and  Depot 
lines  of  cars  during  all  hours  on  Sundays  and 
on  every  week  day  evening  after  six  o'clock. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  don't  know  tbat  there  is 
any  particular  emergency  requiring  us  to  act  up- 
on this  matter  this  evening,  and  I  move  that  it  be 
laid  upon  the  table  and  that  tbe  amendments  and 
the  order  as  amended  be  piinted. 
The  motion  prevailed.    . 

SWING  SIGNS. 

Alderman  Burrage  submitted  the  following  in 
the  regular  order  of  reports  from  commitrees: 

The  Committee  on  Police,  to  whom  was  refened 
the  remonstrance  of  J.  H.  Crane  and  others, 
against  the  removal  of  swing  signs  projecting  into 
the  public  streets,  report  tha.c  at  tbe  hearing 
which  was  given  to  the  remonstrants  they  failed 
to  give  any  good  reasons  for  not  proceeding  with 
the  work  which  was  entered  upon  last  year  of  re- 
moving the  progestin  £  signs  throughout  the  busi- 
ness portions  or  the  city,  and  whicb  has  received 
the  cordial  approval  of  the  citizens  generally. 
Accepted. 

Later  in  the  session,  on  motion  of  Alderman 
Burrage,  ibe  Board  took  from  the  table  bis  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  tbe  rejection  of  the  order  to 
notify  sundry  persons  to  remove  projecting  or 
swing  signs. 

Alderman  Burrage— It  seems  clear  that  the  law 
forbidding  abutters  on  public  streets  from  pioject- 
ing  portions  of  their  buildings  or  anything  attached 
to  them  into  or  over  tbe  highway  is  founded  on  jus- 
tice and  equity.  All  persons  equally  have  a  right 
to  the  use  and  benefits  of  the  public  streets,  and 
may  demand  that  no  one  shall  be  permitted  to  ob- 
struct either  light,  air  or  the  view  in  and  above 
the  streets  any  more  than  the  passage  through 
them.  They  may  also  reasonably  ask  that  the 
Government  shall  save  them  from  the  me. .ace  to 
life  and  limb  involved  in  the  liabilny  of  such  pro- 
jections to  fall  or  to  be  blown  down.  It  is  not  de- 
nied tbat  these  projecting  signs  are  maintained 
contrary  to  law.  Doubtless  most  of  them  were  erect- 
ed thoughtlessly  or  in  ignorance  of  tbe  law;  and 
there  are  probably  some  within  the  districts  des- 
ignated that  are  comparatively  unobjectionable; 
but  it  was  thought  bv  the  Committee  onPolice  that 
in  fairness  the  law  should  be  enforced  impartially 
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in  the  densely  settled  portions  of  the  city,  where 
the  streets  are  mostly  lined  upon  each  side  with 
contiguous  buildings.  In  the  outlying  districts 
where  the  buildings  are  scattering  and  there  aie 
hut  few  signs,  it  was  thought  to  he  unnecessary 
to  act  at  present.    I  trusc  the  order  will  be  passed. 

The  reconsideratioa  prevailed. 

Alderman  Prescott— What  districts  does  this 
order  include  and  except? 


Alderman  Burrage— It  excepts  Eoxbuiy,  Dor- 
chester, "West  Roxbury  and  Brighton,  as  I  under- 
stand it;  it  includes  the  city  proper,  Charlestown, 
East  and  South  Boston. 

The  order  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

OCTOBER   21,    1875. 


Regular  meeting;  at  7V2  o'.lock,  P.  M.,  Halsey  J. 
Boardman,  president,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FBOM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

A  message  from  the  Mayor  transmitting;  a  gift 
to  the  citv,  from  Benjamin  T.  Reed,  of  a  statue  of 
General  Glover,  came  down  reteried  to  tiie  Joint 
Committee  on  Common,  etc.    Concurred. 

Petitions  ware  refrrred  in  concurrence. 

Report  recommending  reference  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Fire  Department  of  the  remonstrance  of 
Chauncy  Page  against  the  erection  of  a  building 
for  chemical  purooses  on  First  street,  South 
Boston.    Accepted  and  reference  ordered. 

ReDorts,  viz.— 1.  Of  leave  to  withdraw  on  peti- 
tions of  Hsnrv  Cohen  to  be  paid  for  injuries  to 
his  son  on  the  17ib  of  June,  and  of  James  Cul- 
len  to  be  pai  1  tor  injuries  from  a  fall  on  Har- 
rison avenue:  2.  No  action  r.ecessaryon  petition 
of  F.  C.  Shedd  for  leave  to  ouild  on  Dudlev  street, 
"Ward  16,  and  on  notice  from  M.  K.  Cushman  for 
temoval  of  water  pipes  from  Fore  avenue. 

Seveiallv  accepted. 

Revjori  of  Committee  on  Treasury  Department 
exhibiting  amount  of  unpaid  taxes  in  thi3  city. 
(City  Don'.  No.  104.)    Accepted. 

Report  and  order  to  hire  for  five  years,  at  an 
annual  rent  of  $1000,  the  >econd  and  third  stories 
of  339  Broadway,  South  Boston,  for  armorv  and 
waid-room  purposes.  Order  read  twic^  under  a 
susoension  of  the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mor  ison 
of  Ward  9,  and  passed— yeas  56,  nays  0. 

Order  for  a  transfer  of  $400  from  salaries  to 
repair.*  of  wagon,  harness,  etc  .  io  appropriation 
for  Inspeciion  of  Buildings.  Passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

Report  and  order  fixing  salaries  of  deputy  col- 
lectors at  $1700  per  annum,  wirh  amendment  fix- 
ing the  salaries  at  $1600.  Thy  order  as  amended 
■was  read  twice  under  a  suspeesioo  of  the  rule,  on 
motion  ot  Mr.  Anoerson  of  Ward  3  (who  s<ud 
these  men  had  not  received  any  pay  since  the  first 
of  September),  and  passed. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  provide  additional  pnmary-°chool  ac- 
commodations in  Andrew  District.    Passed.    Sect 
.up. 

Certificate  of  the  election  of  George  Curtis  as 
Overseer  of  the  Poor,  in  place  of  Iia  Allen,  de- 
ceased. 

Tbe  Council  proceeded  to  an  election,  aid 
Messrs.  Day  of  "Ward  1,  Smith  of  Ward  10,  and 
Anderson  of  "Ward  3,  were  apnoirted  a  committee 
to  collect  and  count  votes.    Thev  reported — 

"Whole  number  of  votes  cast 60 

Necessary  to  a  choice 31 

Heary  L.  Richards 31 

George  Curtis 29 

and   Mr.   Richards    wai    declared  elected  in  non- 
concurrence,    Certificate  seot  up. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Burge<s  of  Ward  3— Petitions  of  Edwin 
G.  Ang^ll  for  abatement  of  tax  on  estate  at  corner 
of  Sumner  find  Jeffries  streets;  John  Jeffrie0,  Jr., 
for  abatement  of  tax  on  estate  n«  Maverick  street, 
and  on  certain  property  at  Jeff ries's- Point.  Sev- 
erally referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Assessors 
Department. 

Bv  Mr.  Walbadgeof  Ward  12— Application  of 
Gilbert  Wait,  M.  I).,  to  be  paid  $350  for  expenses 
and  care  of  Mrs.  Kimball,  fromFeb.8  to  March  29, 
on  account  of  a  fractured  Jvn'o. 

By  Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— Petition  of  Michael 
Darin,  to  be  paid  for  iajurifs  and  damages  caused 
by  the  construction  of  a  seser  in  f:ont  of  246  Cen- 
tre street. 

Severally  referred  to  Joint  Committee  od 
Claims. 

DIVISION  OF  "WARDS. 

Under  the  call  for  petitions,  Mr.  Biacbett  of 
Ward  10  presented  the  petition  of  John  F.  Colby 
and  others,  residents  of  and  legal  voter.1?  in  the 
district  bounded  by  Columbus  avenuQ  on  the  ea^t, 
"West  Chester  park  on  the  south,  Providence  Rail- 
ioad  on  the  west  and  "West  Newton  street  on  the 
north,  m  tbe  citv  of  Boston,  that  said  district  may 
bs  annexed  to  the  -ward  numbered  fifteen    upon 


the  plan  proposed  by  the  Committee  on  the  Divi- 
sion of  Wards. 

Mr.  Brackett  also  presented  the  petition  ot  Al- 
bert Gay  and  others,  residents  and  legal  voters  io 
the  district  bounded  by  tremont  street,  Brookline 
street,  "Warren  avenue  and  Dartmouth  street, 
that  said  ninrict  may  be  aanexed  to  the  ward 
numbered  fourteen,  upon  the  plan  prooosed  by 
the  Committee  on  the  Division  of  Wards. 

Mr.  Brackett  moved  that  the  petitions  be  refer- 
red to  tbe  Committee  on  Division  of  Wards. 

Mr.  Parker  or  Ward  14  presented  th"  petition  of 
A.  D.  Williams  and  others,  living  on  the  territory 
between  the  tollowing-trentioned  streets,  respect- 
fully remonstrating  against  being  set  off  to  Ward 
20,  as  proposed  by  tbe  Committee  on  Revision  of 
the  Wards,  and  desiung  that  the  boundary  lines 
of  Ward  18  shall  be  as  follows:  From  corner  of 
Blue  Hill  avenue  through  centre  of  Seaver  street 
and  E-rleston  square  to  centre  of  Washington 
street,  down  centre  cf  "Washington  street  to  MLar- 
celK  street,  down  centre  of  Marcella  ftieet  to 
Centre  street,  as  propostd  bv  the  committee. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  that  the  petitions 
be  laid  on  tbe  table  until  later  in  tbe  evening,  af- 
ter the  Council  shall  have  acted  upon  the  subject. 
Mr.  Brackett— It  seems  to  me  that  the  oroper 
way  is  to  refer  thf-m  to  the  committee  in  charge  of 
the  subject. 

Mr.  Flynn— The  subject  is  specially  assigned  for 
tonight.  If  the  Council  have  not  made  up  their 
minds,  I  think  it  is  the  intention  of  the  commit- 
tee to  have  the  matter  lecommitted;  and  after  that 
has  been  passed  upon  will  be  time  enough  to  refer 
the  petitions  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  Braobett— I  do  nor  see  what  possible  harm 
it  can  do  to  refer  the  petitions,  even  if  we  do  not 
«ettle  the  matter,  which  maybe  t?ken  up  but  rot 
settled.  When  petitions  are  presented  to  a  legis- 
lative body,  it  is  always  customary  to  ref°r  them. 
Mr.  Flynn— The  report  of  the  committee  baviog 
been  accepted, the  committer  aie  discharged  from 
further  duty,  unless  some  petition  of  this  kind  is 
referred  to  ^hem. 

Mr.  Brackett — If  the  petitioa  is  referred  to  the 
committee  they  will  have  something  to  do;  but  I 
don't  know  t>  at  their  duties  are  necessarily  ended 
by  the  acceptance  of  the  reoort. 

The  petitions  were  laid  on  the  table  bv  a  rising 
vote — 30  for,  24  against. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4,  the 
Council  took  up  the  special  assignment  for  8  P.  M., 
viz.:  The  remainder  of  the  ordinance  providing 
for  a  new  division  of  tbe  citv  into  wards,  com- 
mencing with  "Ward  No.  3";  aud  the  order  re- 
questing the  Mayor  to  petition  for  an  act  author- 
izing tbe  establishment  of  a  ^econd  polling  place 
i  o  Ward  19.    (Citv  Doc.  No.  105.) 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  section  relating 
to  Ward  3  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  move  that  the  re  nainds.n  of 
the  ordinance  take  its  second  readimr  by  its  title, 
and  suggest  that  amendments  to  any  specific  de- 
scription of  a  waid  be  received,  while  the  whole 
ordinance  Is  under  riiscussion.  It  seems  to  be  un- 
necessary to  go  through  tbe  whole,  part  bv  part; 
we  'ad  better  put  the  whole  ordinance  on  its  pas- 
sae*>.  _         ., 

The  President— At  the  last  meeting  the  Council 
voted  to  take  up  tbe  ordinance  paragraph  by  par- 
agraph, and  as  that  vote  has  not  been  reconsid- 
ered it  would  appear  io  be  binding  at  the  present 
time. 

Mr.  Willcutt  of  W?rd  17— If  in  order,  I  move  a 
reconsideration  of  the  vote  whereby  the  different 
sections  were  to  be  taken  uo  seriatim. 

Toe  President— The  motion  is  not  within  tbe 
prescribed  time  and  cannot  be  entertained.  It. 
was  voted  at  the  last  meeting  to  give  the  ordi- 
nance 'its  second  reading  bv  its  title,  which 
was  done,  and  the  question  will  come  upon 
the  passage  of  the  several  paragraphs,  beginning 
with  Ward  3. 

Mr.  Flynn— I  would  suggest  that  the  amend- 
ments which  are  proposed  to  he  made  by  gentle- 
men from  tbe  different  wards  be  made  at  this 
time,  before  the  passage  of  any  particular  section, 
so  that  the  Council  may  understand  what  changes 
-  are  proposed  in  the  Hoes  as  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee. If  in  order,  I  move  that  the  rule  adopted 
at  the  iast  meeting  he  suspended,  that  geotleoaen 
may  submit  amendments  before  th?  passage  of 
the  different  sections,  aud  that  the  amendments 
b«  off -red  at  this  time.  The  Council  will 
then  understand  what  changes  are  proposed  and 
what  we  are  about  to  vote  on.  If  we  pass  upon 
and  adopt  some  wards,  an  amendment  may  be 
proposed  which  will  change  the  whole  aspect  of 
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affairs.  I  therefore  ask  that  the  amendments 
may  be  proposed  at  this  time,  that  the  Council  may 
understand  what  they  are  voting  for. 

Mr.  Brackett— I  hope  that  motion  will  prevail, 
for  it  is  a  very  wise  suggesti  m.  I  shall  have  oc- 
casion to  move  amendments  affecting  Wards  14 
ana  15,  which,  if  adopted,  will  necessitate  a  change 
in  the  lines  of  Waro  8.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
sections  should  be  considered  as  a  whole  aod  not 
seriatim. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  pravailed. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— It  seems  to  me  that  be 'ore 
we  even  read  this  ordinance  by  its  tide,  tbe  title 
had  better  be  made  legal  according  to  tbe  ordi- 
nance under  which  we  are  supposed  and  com- 
Eelled  to  work.  On  page  473  ot  trie  ordinances  I 
nd  that— 

"All  by-laws  of  the  city  shall  be  denominated 
ordinance-,  and  the  enacting  style  shall  be— 'Be  it 
ordained  by  the  Aldermen  and  Common  Council 
of  the  city  of  Boston,  in  City  Council  assembled, 
as  follows.' " 

This  title  says  "Be  it  ordained  by  the  Mayor_ 
Board  of  Aldermen  and  Common  Council."  I 
don't  know  what  the  Major' has  to  do  with  it.  I 
move  that  the  word  "Mayor"  be  stricken  out,  so 
that  the  title  shall  read  according  to  the  ordi- 
nances. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  President  called  the  wards  seriatim. 

Mr.  Bi  ackett  offered  the  following : 

Ward  JVo.  8.  Amend  by  striking  out  the  words 
beginning  in  the  tenth  line  "the  junction  of  Co- 
lumbus avenue  and"  and  inserting  instead  there- 
of the  words,  "Berkeley  street;  thence  bv  the 
middle  of  Berkeley  stiee*  to  Lawrea.ce  street; 
thence  by  the  middle  ol  Lawrence  street  to;"  also 
by  striking  out  the  words,  beginning  in  the  thir- 
teenth line,  "Columbus  avenue;  thence  by  the 
middle  of  Columbus  avenue,"  and  inserting  in- 
stead thereof  the  words  "the  j unction  of  Colum- 
bus avenue  ana  West  Newton  street;  thence  by 
the  middle  of  West  Newton  street  to  the  Bos- 
ton &  Providence  Railroad;  thence  by  the  line  of 
the  southeasterly  side  of  the  Boston  &  Providence 
Railroad." 

Mr.  Brackett— I  introduce  this  amendment  now 
because  I  have  two  others  in  regard  to  Wards  14 
ard  15,  the  object  of  which  is  to  add  a  ceitain  dis- 
trict to  Ward  14,  '*hich  has  been  set  off  from 
what  is  now  Ward  10  (which  is  subscanuilly  new 
Ward  14;)  and  also  to  take  a  district  which  has 
been  added  to  Ward  8,  (and  which  is  row  a  part 
ot  Ward  11)  and  add  it  to  Ward  15,  (which  is  sub- 
stantially Ward  11).  In  doing  this  a  certain  num- 
ber of  voters  will  be  taken  from  Ward  8;  to  offset 
which  I  offer  the  amendment  teat  the  district 
between  Chandler  aod  Lawn  nee  streets  be  acded 
te  Ward  8,  and  the  section  bounded  by  Brooklme 
and  Dartmouth  streets,  between  Warren  avenue 
and  Treuuont  street,  be  added  to  Ward  14.  That 
is  induced  in  old  Ward  10.  By  the  amend- 
ment I  propose  to  introduce,  the  boundary 
will  run  through  Brooklme  street  to  Warren  ave- 
nue, making  a  straight  line.  But  if  that  district 
which,  according  to  the  committee's  report,  con- 
tains 172  voters,  is  added  to  Ward  14,  something 
should  be  added  to  Ward  15  to  compeosate  for  the 
change.  Now,  if  you  taketne  district  bounded  by 
Columbus  avenue,  West  Chester  park,  Bos- 
toa  &  Providence  Railroad  and  West  Newton 
street,  containing  127  voters,  Ward  15  *ill 
lose  172  voteis,  and  gain  127,  making  a 
net  loss  of  only  forty -five.  So  it  can- 
not be  claimed  tliat  this  change,  so  far  as 
Ward  15  is  concerned,  will  materially  affect  the 
number  of  vot  rs  By  adding  the  district  between 
West  Chester  par.r,  the  Boston  &  Providence 
RaiLoad  and  West  ]Newton  street  to  Ward  15,  it 
will  make  substantially  the  present  Ward  11,  and 
you  then  make  a  straight  lii.e  from  Ward  16  to 
Wett  New; on  street.  But  in  doing  that  vou  t;-ke 
127  voters  from  Ward  8;  to  compensate  for  whieb 
I  propose  to  add  the  section  between  Chandler  and 
Lawrence  streets,  containing  110  voters,  to  Ward  8. 
Ward  8  will  gain  110  and  lose  127,  making  a 
change  of  only  17  voters.  These  petitions  are 
from  the  citizens  of  the  two  districts  I  have  men- 
tioned. The  gentlemen  living  between  Brooklme 
street.  Warren  avenue  and  Xremont.  street  are 
well  known  there;  two  or  three  of  them  have  been 
members  of  the  Council,  one  is  at  present  a  mem- 
ber of  the  School  Committee,  two  a(e  inspectors 
in  W.ul  10,  and  all  are  well  known  i.uii  respected 
citizens  of  Ward  10.  Tbev  have  been  accustomed 
to  association  with  the  people  of  Ward 
10,  and  desire  to  retain  and  continue  it.  I  think  it 
is  a  perfectly  proper  wish  for  them  to  entertain, 


and  that  it  is  not  unreasonable  for  them  to  ask 
that  it  be  granted,  inasmuch  as  it  will  cot  make 
any  material  change  in  the  number  of  voters,  but 
will  make  a  straight  boundary  line;  and  it  seems 
to  me  that  the  geographical  position  of  toe  ward 
will  be  better  if  the  citizens  of  those  two  sections 
are  accommodated.  By  adding  the  section  be- 
tween Chandler  and  Lawrence  streets  to  Ward  8, 
thit  ward  will  correspond  i o  the  present  Ward  9, 
and  there  will  still  be  no  substantial  change  in  the 
number  of  voters  in  these  wards.  The  residents 
of  the  section  between  West  Chester  park  and 
Newton  street desiie  to  be  added  to  Ward  15.  to 
bring  them  into  what  corresponds  10  ola  Ward  11 
I  do  not  see  any  objection  to  the  two  amenainents, 
as  they  will  not  disturb  the  equilibrium  of  the 
wards,  but  will  make  better  dividing  lines  and 
meet  the  wishes  of  the  citizens  of  those  districts. 
Mr.  Whitmoe — I  nave  been  placed  in  rather  an 
embarrassing  situation  this  evening,  owing  to  the 
fact  that  during  the  present  week  -various  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  and  citizens  have  applied  to 
me  to  know  what  would  be  the  lesult  of  certain 
change;  they  suggested  in  certain  ward  bounda- 
rits.  Inasmuch  as  I,  of  n  cessity,  as  a  member  of 
the  committee,  had  access  to  the  map,  it  was 
supposed  that  I  could  give  the  figures  showing  the 
result  of  such  changes.  I  have  desired  m  every 
case  to  give  all  the  information  at  my  command  ; 
but  I  have  still  felt,  as  a  membsr  of  the  commit- 
tee, that  it  is  my  duty  to  opposo  any  con-iderable 
change  in  the  plan  proposed  unless  the  benbtits  to 
be  gained  by  such  changes  are  very  apparent.  I 
am  sorry  to  say  the  changes  pio.cosed  in  Wards  8, 
14  and  15  will  be  mo.  e  than  there  i*  any  apparent 
necessity  foi  making,  inasmuch  as  th<<  responsi- 
bility of  first  proposing  amendments  to  the  com- 
mittee's reaort  does  not  rest  upon  me— amend- 
ments have  already  been  offered,  and  it  is  fair 
to  conclude  that  others  will  be  offered — 1  de:ire 
to  state  to  the  Council  the  various  changes  pro- 
pos-d,  said  what  the  result  of  these  changes  will 
be,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  become  acquaint- 
ed with  them.  I  will  therefore  ask  tbe  Council  to 
look  at  the  hoe  between  Wards  7  and  9.  There  is, 
as  every  one  will  perceive,  in  the  corner  a  block, 
comp  ising  part  of  Ward  9,  which  is  almojt  sur- 
rounded by  other  :vards.  It  is  the  part  in  front 
of  the  Common  comprising  the  squaie  between 
Tremont  street,  Boylston,  Eliot  and  Oarver  streets, 
containing  the  Public  Library  and  other  larga 
buildings.  I  have  made  some  examination  to  see 
which  change  might  be  made  thsre,  and  y/hat 
would  i>e  the  result  of  it;  and  without  desiring  to 
recommend  any  variation  from  the  plans  of  the 
committee,!  haveonly  tosay  tbatii  thelmeof  Eli- 
ot street  he  adopted  from  Carver  street,  across  to 
Albany  street,  it  will  take  225  voters  in  the  larger 
square,  and  eeventy-six,  I  think,  in  the  smaller 
one.  HaviDg  taken  that  section  from  Ward  9,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  give  a  portion  of  Ward  7  to 
WarJ  9,  ard  tbe  boundary  is  easily  obtained  by 
taking  the  line  ot  Kingston  street,  from  Devoa- 
shire  to  Beach  street.  Further  than  that,  as  Ward 
7isstDltoolarge.it  mayb*  judicious  to  change 
the  block  betvveen  Hancock  aud  Temple  streets  to 
Ward  6.  These  are  the  changes  in  that  pait 
of  the  city,  the  effect  of  which  I  have 
been  requested  to  state.  The  only  other 
suggestion  that  has  been  made  i  i  in  leganl  to  the 
bounda-y  lUe  between  Waros  3  and  4,  where  a 
number  of  voters  desiie  to  have  the  comer  be- 
tween Washington  and  Blackstone  streets  and 
Dock  square  placed  in  Ward  4.  In  following  up 
the  lines  I  have  already  had  tbe  same  proposition 
made  to  me  which  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10 
has  mentioned  in  rgard  to  the  comer,  as  it  now 
stands  in  Ward  15.  Every  one  sees  that  there  is 
in  the  northeast  corner  of  Ward  15  a  square  which 
projects  into  the  other  siuroundiug  wards.  With- 
out desiring  to  make  such  great  changes  as  the 
geutleman  from  Ward  10  has  proposed,  I 
will  state  that  by  Dividing  that  square  be- 
•  tween  the  two  wards  vou  will  mak",  an 
inequality  of  only  forty  votes.  In  other  words, 
if  it  is  desirabla  to  pay  attention  to  the 
wishes  of  the  voters  of  Ward  10,  residing  in  rhat 
corner,  probably  their  wishes  will  be  best  met 
by  changing  the  line  to  West  Canton  street  und 
Shawmut  avenue.  In  this  case  there  is  no  inter- 
ference with  fhe  boundaries  of  the  other  wards. 
the  exchange  being  made  between  two  diagonal 
blocks.  In  the  same  way  I  beg  leave  to  iepeat 
agaiu  that  in  suggesting  these  changes,  I  am 
only  carrying  out  the  wishes  of  gentlemen  who 
otherwise  would  have  in  add  motions  to  this  effect 
themselves.  In  regard  to  West  Roxbury,  there 
has  been  a  great  deal  ot  discussion  ana  astiong 
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desire  to  change  the  line  there  to  some  extent.  Of 
coarse  my  own  impression  is  t bat  the  line*  by 
which  the  old  ward  boundaries  were  somewhat 
disturbed  will  prove  to  be  a  public  benefit,  how- 
ever unpleas  ut  the.  medicine  may  be  at  ihe  pres- 
ent true;  bur  I  feel  bound,  for  the  sake  of  saviug 
time  and  to  prevent  the  sending  back  of  the  re- 
port to  the  committee,  to  give  a  full  and  explicit 
explanation  of  the  changes  suggested.  Ir.  regard 
to  West  Roxbury.it  happens  very  curiously  that 
the  Dart  we  vant  to  join  to  it  desires  not  to  be  an- 
nexed, and  the  little  portion  we  wish  to  cut  off  is 
very  strenuous  to  be  left  to  old  associations.  If 
you  1  ok  ar  (he  line—  that  is  tne  tpace 
between  Seaver  street  in  old  Roxburv  and 
Townsenfl  stieet,  which  is  the  new  boundary, 
which  we  have  taken  from  Roxbury  and  put  into 
WctRoxbuiy,  the  inhabitants,  as  shown  by  the 
petition,  are  very  desirous  of  remaining  with 
Roxbuiy,  making  a  difference  of  206  voters.  On 
the  other  hand,  in  crossing  thr  line,  we  hnd  it 
necessary  to  cut  off,  just  above  Jamaica  Pond,  a 
little  lot  of  people  and  place  thetn  with  the  Long- 
wood  voters  in  Ward  19.  If  the  line  is  earned  out 
as  sugg >isted  by  the  petitioners  from  Roxbury 
down  to  Seaver  street  in  a  southerly  direction, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  make  a  compen- 
sation by  takiDgJcoaueihins:  from  Ward  19,  and 
there  the  line  is  from  Brooklme boundary  through 
H&ath  and  New  Heath  streets  to  Centre  street. 
These  .  banges  will  be  well  understood.  They  call 
for  very  little  variation  in  the  ward  lines.  If  it  be 
the  desire  of  ihe  Council  to  pass  upon  these 
propositions!  have  embodied  in  thetn  one  amend- 
ment which  will  stand  by  itself;  but  it  does  seem 
to  uie  that  any  one,  looking  at  the  map,  can  per- 
ceive that  most  of  these  changes  are  compara- 
tively trifling,  that  the  addition  given  ore  vvaul  is 
immediately  taken  from  another.  It  will  not  be 
nece-sary  to  recommit  ttm  matter  to  the  commit- 
tee to  verify  these  statements.  I  have  put 
myself  in  this  position  of  voluateerii  g  infoi- 
matioa  which  I  have  received  as  one"  of  the 
committ-e  simply  for  the  purpose  of  facil- 
itating business  this  evening.  I  think  it  is  very 
essential  to  adopt  so <r>e  scheme  at  once,  in  order 
to  give  the  other  branch  time  to  consider  it  and 
eeud  it  back  to  us,  it  they  see  fit.  Although,  as  a 
whole.the  report  of  the  committee  can  be  adopted 
with  perfect  security,  a-  it  has  given  general  sat- 
isfaction Throughout  the  city,  still,  rather  than 
delay  the  matter,  and  prevent  a  deluge  of  amend- 
ments, I  have  embodied  all  the  suggestion?  made 
to  me  in  one  amendment,  and  the  Co'incil  can 
accept  or  reject  it  as  a  whole.  I  move,  there- 
fore, the  changes  •vhicb  I  have  dessribed  and 
which  are  fully  explained  m  the  paper  which  I 
shall  send  to  the  Chair. 

The  President— Does  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  4  affect  Ward  8  at  all? 

Air.  Whitmore— It  does  nor  affect  Ward  8  at  all, 
but  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
War;  10  affects  tie  territory  covered  in  my 
amendment,  inasmuch  as  it  proposes  to  take 
a  portion  of  Ward  15  and  put  it  into  Ward  8. 
As  near  as  I  can  remember  the  gentleman's  re- 
marks, the  object  of  his  amendment  is  to  take  a 
portion  of  Ward  8  and  put  it  into  Ward  75.  Con- 
sequently, as  an  amendment  to  his  amendment,  I 
move  to' leave  the  ii>  es  of  Ward  8  as  they  are, 
and  make  the  other  ^changes  in.  the  hoes  of  the 
otter  wards  as  I  pro  nose. 

The  President— The  Chan  will  call  attcntion  to 
the  fact  that  the  amendments  of  the  gentleman 
fiom  Ward  4,  so  far  as  they  pertain  to  Wards  8, 
14  and  15,  are  -ubsiitures  for  the  amendment  of  the 
gentlemau  from  Ward  10,  inasmuch  as  the  latter 
propose  to  amend  the  boundaries  ot  Ward  8  for 
the  purpose  of  remodelling  the  boundaries  of 
Wards  14  and  15. 

Mr.  Flynoof  Ward  7— The  gentle  man  from  Ward 
4,  who  is  chaiiman  of  the  committee,  having  sub- 
mitted that  amen  ciment,  I  would  inquire  before 
action  is  taken,  whether  an  expression  of  opin- 
ion has  been  bad  from  the  other  members  of  the 
committee ;  whethe*  he  offers  them  as  ao  individ- 
ual member  of  the  Council,  or  wnetberthey  rep- 
resent the  views  of  the  Committee  o..  the  Divi- 
sion of  Wards. 

[P*use.] 

The  President— The  question  is  upon  tne  amend- 
ment offered  by  tae  geotleman  from  Ward  4. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12— Did  I  understand  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  7  to  make  a  motion? 

The  Presidenl>-He  merely  made  an  inquiry. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12—1  think  that  all  pro- 
posed amendments  should  be  offered  before  wo 
act  upon  anything,  so  that  the  Council  may  ste 


how  far  it  is  proposed  to  amend  this  ordinance. 
If  there  are  to  be  but  a  few  minor  amendments 
to  please  members  of  the  Council  or  citizens,  I 
would  waive  any  punctilio  that  I  might  have,  to 
allow  them  to  be  made.  Bui  it  we  are  to  open  the 
floodgates  and  allow  everybody  to  make  amend- 
ments to  break  down  this  whole  scheme,  then  I 
ssall  set  my  face  against  it.  The  Council 
must  see  that  we  must  stand  together  or 
separare  upon  this  motion.  As  old  Charles 
Carroll  of  Canolton  said  when  he  signed 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  "We  must 
either  hang  together  or  hai.g  separately." 
So  it  is  in  this  matter.  I  want  to  see  how 
fai  members  propo-e  to  offer  amendments 
to  this  ordinance.  It  they  are  to  produce  con- 
fusioD,  I  must  go  agaiost  them;  bat  if  they 
are  no  more  extensive  than  those  already  propos- 
ed, I  have  no  objection  to  offer.  I  am  in  favor  of 
the  motion  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  West 
Roxbury.  1  have  no  criticism  to  make  upon  that, 
and  am  willing  to  yield  that  point.  I  hope  before 
any  action  is  taken  upon  any  amendment  we  shall 
have  all  amendments  submitted  to  the  Council 
that  it  is  pioposfad  to  make,  and  then  we  can  de- 
termine bow  far  tney  are  going  to  affect  this  plan, 
and  what  course  to  take.  I  will  therefore  make  a 
motio\  that  all  amendments  to  thi*  ordinance  be 
offered  before  any  action  is  taken  upon  the  sub- 
ject. 

The  motion  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7—1  °hould  like  to  know, 
and  I  think  the  Council  would  eiy  much  like  to 
know,  whether  these  amendments,  bffeied  by  the 
gentleman  from  W  3rd  4,  come  from  the  commit- 
tee or  from  him  individually.  Bscause  if  they 
come  from  him  individua'ly  they  do  not  have  so 
much  weight  as  if  coming  from  the  committee  of 
which  he  is  chairman.  I  think  he  ougbt  to 
answer. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4 — It  pernap*  may  have 
been  noticed  that  I  had  risen  at  the  same  time 
that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  rose  to  makn  his 
inquiry.  I  did  not  understand  that  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  7  [Mr  Flvno]  marie  any  serious  inquiry 
of  me  as  to  whether  I  piesented  any  committee  re- 
port or  any  thing  sanctioned  by  the  committee.  I  sat 
still  without  answering  the  inquiry  made,  simply 
because  in  a  conversation  which  we  had  today 
he  was  perfectly  aware  of  the  suggestion  I  was  to 
make.  I  have  said  nothing,  to  the  best  of  my 
recollection,  to  justify  any  one  in  assuming 
that  I  was  speaking  for  the  committee  m  any 
way.  On  the  contrary,  I  stated  that  these 
amendments  were  offered  in  consequence  of 
remarks  made  to  me  individually.  I  think 
also  that  after  the  r°maks  of  my  colleague 
from  Ward  12  there  can  be  uo  doubt  whatever  that 
in  making  the  remarks  I  did  I  spoke  simply  in  my 
own  capacity  e.s  a  member  of  the  Council;  and  I 
may  add  that  there  is  no  gentleman  lure  present 
who  has  bet' er  reason  to  believe  that  I  spoke  in 
that  capacity  than  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7, 
who  asked  the  question.  I  c-itainly  have  no  de- 
sire to  mislead  the  Council,  because  I  can  haroly 
suppose  the  Council  v?ould  think  that  I  would  as- 
sume to  speak  foi  tb?  committee,  when  I  had  to 
authority  to  speak  for  them.  I  have  said  nothing, 
and  I  in'end  to  say  nothing  to  lead  anyone  to  sup- 
pose I  was  speaking  for  the  committee. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  desire  to  say  in  reply 
that  *t  the  last  meetinp-  of  the  Council  the  gen- 
tlemau was  very  anxious  that  the  report  of  the 
committee  stioull  be  adopted  intact. 

The  President— The  amendments  offered  by  the 
gencieran  from  Ward  4  are  as  follows: 

In  the  ordinance  under  the  description  of  Ward 
3  (page  14,  line  2)  substitute  "Blackstore"  for 
"(newl  Washington"  jr.  two  places;  and  iu  line  3 
insert  the  words  "North  street;  tbence  by  the 
middle  of  Nortb  street  to"  before  the  words 
"Dock  square." 

The  same  changes  in  lines  5  and  6  of  the  de- 
scription of  Ward  4. 

In  the  description  of  Ward  6,  lines  6  and  7,  sub- 
stitote  "Temple"  tor  "Hancock." 

In  the  description  of   Ward   7,  l;oes  12  and  the 
following,     substitute     "Otis"     for    "LincolD,' 
"Kingston"  for  "Beach,"  "Albany"  for  "Hudson,' 
"Carver"   tor  "Tremont";  aod  in   lines  3  and  4, 
"Temple"  for  "Huncock.'' 

Ward  9,  in  the  description,  in  lines  6  to  10, 
substitute  "Otis"  for  "Lincoln,"  "Kingston"  for 
"Beach,"  "Albany"  for  "Hudson,"  and  strike  out 
half  "of  line  9,  and  all  of  lines  10, 11, 12  and  half 
of  13. 

Ward  14,  in  the  description,  in  lines  15  and  16, 
substitute  "Warren  avenue"  foi  "Tremont  street." 
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In  line  16,  before  "Brookliue  street,"  insert "  West 
Caiirou  street;  thence  by  tlie  middle  of  West 
Canton  street  to  Sbawmut  avenue;  thence  by  the 
middle  of  Shawmut  avenue  to—." 

Warn  15,  in  the  description,  line  5,  after  "Brook- 
Jin^  street,"  insert  "to  Shawmut  avenue;  thence 
by  tb.3  middle  of  Shawmut  avenue  to  "West  Can- 
ton street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  West  CaDton 
street."  And  in  lines  5  aud  6,  substitute  "  WarreB 
avenue"  lor  "Tremont  street." 

Ward  18,  in  the  description,  in  line  8,  substitute 
"Seaver"  for  "Townsend";  in  line  9,  substitute 
"Seaver"  for  "Townsend  and  Quiocy." 

Ward  19,  in  the  description,  in  lines  5,  6  and  7, 
subsdtute  "New  Heath"  for  "Centre,"  "New 
Heath  and  Heatn"  for  "Centre  and  Perkins," 
"Tremont  street"  for  "Pond  avenue  and  Chestnut 
street." 

Ward  20,  in  the  description,  in  li.es  2,  3  and  4, 
substitute  "Tremout"  for  "Pond,"  "Heath"  for 
"Perkins."  "New  Heath"  foi  "Centre."  I..  lines  8 
and  9,  subsritute  "Seaver"  for  "To  >v  a  send"  and 
"Towiosend  and  Quincy," 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  desire  to  say  simply  this,  for 
the  information  of  the  Council,  that  although 
these  changes  read  off  io  this  manner  may  seem 
formidable,  there  is  no  variation  beyond 
what  I  have  already  described  on  the  map;*  that 
the  number  of  blocks  affected  bv  these  changes 
is  small;  oue  at  the  end  of  Ward  6,  one  at  the 
side  of  Ward  3,  tno  blocks  on  the  end  of  Ward  7, 
ore  block  between  Wards  14  ana  15,  and  two 
blocks  in  the  Roxburyand  West  Roxbuty  districts. 
In  preparing  ihe  amendments  there  has  been  no 
attempt  to  make  any  change  whatever  from  the 
statemeut  which  I  have  made;  but  of  course 
wiiere  the  lines  are  twice  repeated  in  descriptions 
of  wards,  it  looks  perhaps  as  if  the  Sjmeudim-ut 
proposed  is  much  more  extensive  than  it  real- 
ly is.  It  is  rery  slight.  The  greatest  number  of 
voters  cbangeu  from  one  wara  to  another  is  123 — 
I  can  give  the  exact  figures  if  desired.  Two  of  the 
other  blocks  contain  respectively  twenty-three 
and  thirty-five  votes. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  go  on  calling  for 
thess  amendments  in  accordance  with  the  vote. 

The  wards  were  then  called  in  their  order. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— I  desire  to  offer  these 
amendments  in  regard  to  Wares  14  and  15. 

Ward  No.  14.  Amend  by  striking  out  the 
words  beginning  in  the  twelfth  line,  "Chandler 
street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Chandler  street  to 
the  junction  of  Columbus  avenue  and,"  and  in- 
seiting  in  place  thereof  ths  «ords  "Lawrence 
street;  tbence  by  the  middle  of  Lawrence  street 
to;"  also  by  striking  out  the  -vords  beginning  in 
the  fifteenth  line,  "  Iremont  stie-t;  f hence  by  the 
middle  of  Tremont  street,"  ai  d  inserting  in  place 
thereof  the  words  "Warren  avenue;  thoncaby  the 
middle  ot  Wanea  avenue." 

Ward  No.  15,  Amend  by  striking  out  the  word1? 
beginning  in  the  fifth  Hie,  "Tremont  strest, 
the  <ce  by  the  middle  of  Tremont  street  to  Dart- 
mouth slreet;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Dartmouth 
street  to;"  also  by  striking  out  the  woids  begin- 
ning in  ths  eighth  line,  "Col um mis  avenue; 
thence  by  the  middle  of  Columbus  avenu  ,"  and 
inserting' in  place  iheieof  the  words,  "the  junc- 
tion of  Columbus  avenue  and  West  ^Newton 
street;  thence  bv  the  middle  of  West  Newton 
street  to  the  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad; 
tbence  by  the  line  of  the  southeasterly  side  of  the 
Boston  &  Providence  Railroad." 

Mr.  Parker  of  Ward  14 — The  amendment  offered 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4,  in  relation  to 
Ward  18,  is  entirely  satisfactory  to  the  gentlemen 
liviug  in  that  territory. 

Mi.  Clarke  of  Ward  15—1  wish  to  offer  an 
amendment  that  Brighton  be  set  off  as  a  separate 
Ward.  In  making  that  motion  I  desire  to  give 
my  reasons,  and  I  will  do  it  now,  or  if  th»  Council 
will  give  me  time  during  the  evening  I  will  post- 
pone my  remarks  for  the  present. 

The  President— Trie  gentleman  must  use  his 
own  judgment  in  regard  to  postponing  his  re- 
marks. 

Mr.  Clarke— In  tegaiti  to  the  ledivision  of  Ward 
15  by  setting  off  a  portion  of  this  ward  to  Brigh- 
ton, I  desne  to  call  the  attention  of  this  Council 
to  the  reading  of  the  act  of  the.  Legislature  at  its 
last  session— chapter  243,  secuon  1.    It  says— 

"Section  1.  In  shall  be  the  du.y  of  the  City 
Couucil  of  the  city  of  Boston,  and  it  is  hereby  em- 
powered during  the  year  1875,  and  each  tenth  year 
thereafter  in  wmch  a  census  shall  be  taken  by  au- 
thority of  the  Comu>onwealtr>,  to  cause  a  new  di- 
vision of  the  city  to  be  made  into  tweuty-foor 
wards,   in    such    manner    as    to  include  an  equal 


number  of  voters  in  each  ward,  as  near'y  as  con- 
veniently may  be,  consistently  with  veil  defined 
limits  to  each  ward,  and  until  such  division  is 
made,  the  boundary  lines  of  the  wards  shall  re- 
main as  established.  The  City  Council  may  also, 
from  time  to  time,  prescribe  a  place  in  t&cn  ward 
at  which  electtoos  shall  be  ueld." 

This  sectioi  cleat ly  meam  that  you  are  uot  to 
act  inconsistently;  that  in  case  you  have  a  sec- 
lion  of  the  city  wheie  it  is  uot  convenient,  as  in 
the  case  of  tbe  Brighton  ward,  to  include  an  equal 
number  of  volets  with  the  other  wards,  by  taking 
those  from  another  ward  separated  from  her  by  a 
towoship,  and  without  any  municipal  control  over 
the  streets  leading  across  this  territory,  and  with 
no  connection  whatever  excepting  a  sioale  aveDue 
on  ths  northerly  side,  you  are  not  to  make  such  a 
di vis  ion,  but  to'leave  such  wards  that  are  not  con- 
venient to. divide  as  tney  now  are. 

1  claim,  sir,  that  this  act  of  the  Legislature  gives 
this  Council  no  power  or  authority  to  make  such 
an  inconveui  nt  division  of  that  part  of  Ward  15 
and  set  it  over  to  the  Brighton  Ward,  as  that 
now  proposed  by  the  Joint  Stecial  Comnittee 
on  ths  Census  and  Division  of  Wards.  You  will 
perceive  by  this  map  of  ttie  citvl  have  marked  the 
proposed  Ward  19  in  black,  that  the  whole  thing 
is  a  monstrosity.  It  would  be  more  consistent 
and  conveni-  nt  to  set  off  a  portion  ot  South  Bos- 
ton to  one  of  the  Fasc  Boston  wards, 
to  make  an  equal  number  of  voters  in 
the  East  Boston  wards,  as  she  falls  short 
370  voters  of  tbe  required  nuiber.  The 
chairman  of  the  committee,  in  giving  his  reasons 
why  chs  three  wards  io  Cbarleslown  fall  short  of 
the  average  of  2867  voters  to  a  ward,  by  677  voters, 
if  I  understood  bitu  cortectly,  that  the  committee 
considered  it  would  be  inconveuient  t>  tbe  voters 
at  the  North  End  to  add  a  portion  of  one  of  the 
North  End  wards  to  a  ward  in  Charlestowu,  and 
to  use  his  own  w&rus  in  behalf  of  tbe  committee, 
he  says,  that  "tbe  people  ot  Churl  stown  had  been 
accustomed  to  the  ward  bout  claries,  aadthatit 
would  be  grossly  unfair  to  make  a  large  number 
cross  the  bridge  to  vote  in  order  to  secure  absolute 
equality."  Well,  sir,  if  it  would  be  grossly  unfair 
to  make  the  large  nurjober  of  677  voters  c toss  the 
bridge,  a  five  mj nutes'  walk  to  ChaiUstown, 
how  much  more  grossly  unfair  it  is 
to  send  1544  voters  from  Ward  15  and 
Ward  17  several  miles  to  Brighton  to  vote. 
I  presume  they  commenced  their  work  at.  Chatles- 
towD  with  ths  law  fresh  u^on  their  memory,  and 
were  satisfied  of  the  injustice  and  wrong  if  would 
be  to  make  an  inconvenient  division  by  adding  to 
her  d  portion  of  a  North  End  ward,  and  I  agree 
with  them  perfectly;  then,  after  working  out  the 
problem  of  dividing  up  the  other  wards,  and  hold- 
ing many  long  se  sious  during  the  warm  weather, 
they  c  me  to  the  western  portion  of  Ward  15,  and 
looking  in  the  distance  over  the  town  of  Brookline 
to  the  Brighton  ward,  tbey  found  to  their  surprise 
that  Brighton  only  had  1415  legal  voters,  and  what 
to  do  with  her  they  did  cot  know;  and  so  they 
have  submitten  it  to  your  wise  judgment  to  say 
whether  you  shall  set  off  1507  ?otets  from  Ward  15 
ann  37  voters  from  Ward  17  to  add  toBughton's 
1415  voters.  I  think,  sir,  the  committee  have  act- 
ed honestly  and  with  the  best,  intentions,  £-nd  I 
regret  that  I  cannot  agree  with  mem.  Tho 
ward  s.s  proposed  will  be  divided  by  a  whole 
township  over  which  we  have  no  control 
whatever,  the  only  connection  being  the 
Brighton  avenue  on  Charles  River.  This  is 
an  absurdiiy ;  the  ward  thus  divided  will  be  enti- 
tled to  thrte  Councilmeo,  and  it  will  be  a  bone  of 
contention  between  the  two  wings  which  ooc  is  to 
choose  two  members  to  the  Cou.icil.  Our  local  in- 
terests are  entirely  separate,  we  cannot  properly 
represent  her  interests  or  sbs  ours,  and  it  will 
place  us  in  that  position  that  our  elections  will 
necessarily  be  managed  by  committees,  and  liable 
to  be  run  by  rings  who  may  conttol  the  ward  for 
their  own  benefit,  and  the  volers  m  eitb-r  wing 
will  be  powerless  to  prevent  it.  I  do  not  believe 
there  is  a  member  here  from  aoj  other  ward  that 
would  not  vote  against  dividing  up  his  ward  in 
tbi*  m  inner,  and  I  ask  you,  gentlemen,  to  be  fair 
with  us  and  vote  against  this  division  of  Ward  15. 
Tfcis  act  of  the  Legi  lature  clearly  allows  us  to  let 
Briahton  remain  a  ward  a;:  she  now  is.  Let  her 
Dave  three  Councilmen  ;  she  Inn  a  large  territory 
aod  is  increasiniiio  population,  and  will-o-n  I  ave 
her  requisite  number  of  voteis.  TheD  again 
Brookline  must  be  soon  annexed  to  this  city,  every 
one  concedes  that,  evea  t,be  opponents  or  annex- 
ation in  t.iat  town,  .mhI  it  may  take 
place   the  coming    year.       It    has    been     only 


569 


COMMON       COUNCIL 


by  the  lavish  expenditure  of  money  for 
water  works  for  the  town,  and  which  are 
not  now  satisfactory,  and  on  streets  and  side- 
walks, and  by  well-paid  attorneys,  that  the  opno- 
nents  of  annexation  in  the  town  have  been  able  to 
stave  it  off  thu^  far.  She  would  add  to  Brighton's 
quota  1242  voters,  which  will  make  a  ward  of  2657 
voters.  Io  allowing  Brighton  three  Counc  imen 
at  the  next  election,  if  the  City  Council  desirs. 
they  can  ask  authority  of  the  next  Legislature  to 
reduce  tbe  number  to  t*o  members  until  such 
times  as  the  increases  her  legal  voteis  to  the  aver- 
age number.  If  we  permit  Brighton  to  ren-ain  a 
ward  as  she  is,  then  the  question  comes  back, 
How  shall  the  fifteeu  ivaios  be  divided,  leaving 
Charlescown,  East  Boston  and  South  Boston,  as 
the  committee  have  proposed?  I  think  the  com- 
mittee, with  the  knowledge  they  now  h?/ve,  can 
easily  divide  the  remaining  wards  more  satis- 
factorily to  the  citizens  than  they  now  piopose; 
we  sha1!  have  io  tbereniaimf  g  fifteen  wards  45,601 
legal  vocers,  which  will  give  us  3040  voters  to  each 
ward,  and  in  the  committee's  report  they  have 
allowed  two  wards— 14  and  16— over  3000  voters, 
while  for  the  equal  average  or  2867  voters  to  a 
ward  onlv  six  of  the  wards  out  of  the  twenty -four 
come  withiu  the  2800  and  2900  average. 

If  you  allow  Ward  15  to  be  divided  as  proposed, 
at  the  rexi  election  the  voters  will  be  necessitated 
to  come  in  to  the  city  proper  and  go  out  to 
Brighton  in  the  cars,  to  vote,  tbere  being  no  direct 
public  conveyance,  and  the  tesulc  will  be  that  out 
of  th-  1544  legal  voters  it  is  very  doubtful  if  from 
over  200  to  300  voters  will  go  to  vote,  so  that  either 
ui-g,  if  thevweieso  determined,  could  elect  all 
three  of  the  Councilmen  from  her  side.  And  it 
does  not  follow  if  we  adopt  the  order  reported  by 
the  committee,  tor  authority  to  establish  a  second 
polling  Tils.ce  in  the  Nineteenth  Ward,  that  the 
.Legislature  will  grant  it,  such  a  division  being 
contrary  tc  tbe  meaning  and  spirit  of  the  act  of 
chaptei'243,  the  division  not  being  "«s  convenient- 
ly may  be."  I  trust  you  will  reject  the  passage  of 
Ward  19  as  pioposed,  and  recommit  it  to  the 
committee. 

Mr-  Wilson  of  Ward  12— In  order  that  we  may 
tie  this  matter  up  in  some  way,  I  move  that  no 
furthei  amendments  be  eiitenamed  by  the  Coun- 
cil. That  will  put  it  out  of  the  hands  of  anybody 
to  make  factious  opposition  if  things  go  ad- 
versely. 

Mr.  Harmon  of  Ward  6—1  hope  that  motion  will 
not  pass,  for  there  may  be  several  gentlemen  that 
would  like  to  suggest  alterations,  and  «uch  a  mo- 
tion, if  carried,  would  cut  them  off  entirely.  It 
would  be  a  great  injustice,  and  I  hope  the  Council 
will  not  pass  it. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7—1  would  ask  how  the 
Council  can  pass  any  such  order  as  that.  When  a 
section  is  under  consideration,  how  can  we  pass  a 
motion  that  nobodv  shall  offer  anamendmeut  to 
it?  It  is  an  unheard-of  kind  of  motion.  It  seems 
to  me  that  unless  you  order  the  previous  question 
it  is  out  of  the  question  to  pass  a  motion  that  no 
other  amendments  can  be  offered  except  those 
now  in.  It  seems  to  me  it  would  be  a  monstrosity 
in  parliamentary  law. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  think  that  is  the  most 
astonishing  motion  I  ever  heard  of.  Why,  sup- 
pose it  were  cairied,  sir,  would  that  prevrnt  me 
or  anybody  else  from  getting  up  aid  offering  an 
amendment?  It  is  a  most  astonishing  proposi- 
tion. I  am  peifectly  content  to  have  the  motion 
pass  as  it  is,  and  vote  for  it,  but  to  put  such  a 
proposition  as  that  before  a  parliamentary  body  is 
a  most  unprecedented  motion. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  presume  that  it  is  in  the  province 
of  this  body  to  vote  to  limit  any  of  its  proceed- 
ings. I  hold  that  it  is  perfectly  competent  for  us 
to  put  a  limit  to  amendments  or  to  any  other  pro- 
ceeding by  a  vote,  if  we  see  fit  to  do  it.  If  the 
membeis  of  the  Council  do  not  desite  to  pursue 
that  course,  I  don't  desire  to  press  the  motion, 
and  will  withdraw  it  if  I  am  permitted  to  do  so.  I 
only  desire  to  simplify  matters. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  take  the  sense  of 
the  Council  first  upon  the  various  amendments 
offered  by  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Waid  4,  iuasmuch  as 
they  seem  to  be  general  in  their  character  and 
primary  in  several  instances. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— Do  I  understand  that 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4  is 
offered  as  a  substitute  for  my  amendment? 

Tbe  Pi  esident— No  sir.  In  offering  the  amend- 
ment he  claimed  that  some  portion  of  it  was  a 
substitute  for  the  amendment  for  Ward  8. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— It  seems  to  me  that 
this  would  lead  to  confusion,  and  that  it  would  be 


better  to  act  upon  them  separarely.  These 
three  amendments  affect  no  part  of  the  city 
but  these  three  wards.  They  can .  be  con- 
sidered by  themselves.  I  co  not  understand 
that  any  argument  has  been  advanced  against 
the  proposifioa  which  I  have  submitted  in 
these  three  pmendmeuts.  It  simply  restores 
the  old  boundary  line  between  Wards  9  and  11  and 
between  10  aod  11,  and  maKes  a  straight  boundary 
line  between  Wards  14  and  15.  It  makes  a  cnange 
of  only  sixty-two,  seventeen  and  forty-rive  voters 
m  the  respective  wards.  It  will  satisfy  tne  peo- 
ple of  this  seciion,  and  I  see  no  objection  to  mak- 
ing the  change, inasmuch  as  it  does  not  affect  the 
geaeral  plan  of  th»  committee. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4— I  shall  be  obliged  to 
ask  if  tbe  Chair  will  state  whether  he  proposes  to 
first  take  th j  question  on  tl  e  amendment  which  I 
propose  or  upon  tne  three  proposed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  10,  which  ate  all  closely  con- 
nected with  the  scheme  which  I  offer.  [  differ  of 
course'from  the  gentleman  in  regard  to  tbe  effect 
of  tbe  alterations  which  he  proposes.  I  think  >;hey 
are  much  more  sweeping.  But  a*  all  events  they 
are  confined  to  three  wards.  If  he  is  willing  to 
accept  the  suggestion, I  willpropose  that  he  allow 
my  amendment  to  be  put  first  aod  he  can  then  move 
his  as  an  alteration  thereto  audtba  twill  arrive 
at  the  end  proposeu.  I  do  not  offer  them  as  a  sub- 
stitute, bur.  they  cov^r  a  greau  deal  more  groucd, 
and  if  he  desires  to  learn  the  opinion  of  the  Coun- 
cil in  regard  to  the  twoscbctnes  which  he  presents, 
rf  he  will  allow  my  amendment  to  come  first  and 
move  his  as  a  substitute  he  will  get  his  vote  first. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6— It  seems  to  me  that  the 
Council  is  hardly  leadyto  act  upon  this  matter 
tonight,  and  determine  this  question  of  changes 
in  the  boundary  lines  of  wards.  Ic  the  first  ulace 
I  don't  understand — and  I  dot.'t  think  anybody 
else,  except  the  gentleman  who  makes  the  mo- 
tion, understands— very  much  about  these  pro- 
posed alterations.  In  the  second  place,  it  might 
be  well  to  know  what  tbe  committee  as  a  commit- 
tee think  of  them.  They  have  studied  the  whole 
subject,  and  I,  for  one,  should  like  their  opinion 
upon  it.  They  no  doubt  have  heard  a  great 
deal,  and  have  had  great  reason  to  look 
over  the  ground  for  the  conclusion  thit  they 
have  reached,  in  the  first  place  by  the  conversa- 
tion they  have  had  and  then  by  the  further  study 
they  must  have  given  the  subject.  It  sterns  to  me 
that  it  would  be  eminently  proper  that  we  should 
hear  what  the  committee  think  of  this  matter 
aod  whether  they  are  prepared  to  recommend  any 
or  all  of  the  alterations  proposed.  I  have  en- 
deavored to  see  if  I  could  make  the  amendments 
plain.  As  I  have  said  before,  the  lines  of 
the  waids  in  the  city  proper  appear  to 
me  to  be  very  irregular,  and  I  am  un- 
able to  account  for  their  irregularity.  I  do 
not  understand  why  tbe  wards  should  be  cut 
up  as  they  have  been.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  see 
the  plan  which  tbe  committee  have  been  studying 
and  which  has  the  number  of  voters  in  each  block 
put  upon  it.  I  have  inquiied  for  it  at  City  Hall 
and  I  undetstand  that  other  gentlemen  have  in- 
quired for  it.  It  has  been  in  bands  out  of  City 
Hall  and  in  the  hands  of  one  member  of  the  com- 
mittee ;  but  I  have  been  informed  that  I  could  not 
see  it  until  tonight  a.t  the  Council.  I  have  caught 
a  glimose  of  it  since  I  have  been  here  and  it 
stands  in  front  of  the  Speaker's  desk,  behind  tbe 
Clerk,  at  tbe  present  time.  Now  it  is  per- 
fectly futile  for  anybody  to  attempt  to  make  anv 
intelligent  suggestions  for  the  change  of  ward  lines 
without  that  plan  before  him.  He  cannot  tell 
how  many  voters  he  is  taking  from  one  ward  and 
putting  into  another.  He  is  entirely  in  the  datk. 
That  map,  or  copies  of  it,  I  believe  might  have 
been  distributed  io  all  the  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil before  this  time,  if  the  committee  had  been 
willing  to  favor  us  with  the  information  which 
it  affords ;  but  they  wanted  to  keep  the  infot mat  ion 
all  to  themselves;  thev  did  not  waot  anybody  out- 
side of  their  own  number  to  know  anything  about 
it.  I,  for  one,  am  not  willing  to  vote  tor  this  thing 
without  knowing  more  about  it,  andl  should  hope 
that  either  this  matter  would  be  laid  upon  the  ta- 
ble or  postponed  until  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Council,  with  the  understanding  that  the  plan 
should  be  in  City  Hall,  wbeie  it  should  beaccessi- 
ble  to  any  member  of  the  City  Government  when 
not  in  use  by  the  committee,  or  that  the  whole 
subject  should  be  recommitted  to  tbe  committee, 
with  instructions  to  consider  the  amendments 
offered  and  also  to  consider  whether  it  is  not  prac- 
ticable togivemore  regular  lines  to  tbe  wards  of 
the    city.     My     belief    is     that    it    is,    but     I 
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cannot  speak  witliont  the  plan,  and  the 
plan  has  been  kept,  from  me.  I  suppose  I 
could  get  one  like  it  at  large  expense  from  the 
propiieto  s  of  the  directory,  but  it  is  of  coujse 
practically  impossible  to  get  any  information  on 
the  subject,  and  without  it  nobody  can  make  any 
suggestions  as  to  how  the  hoes  of  the  wards  of  the 
city  proper  should  be  altered.  My  belief  is  that 
quite  a  difference  could  he  made,  whi  h  would 
give  to  some  wards  mote  simble  shape,  make  them 
conform  more  nearly  to  the  line s  of  the  present 
wards,  and  would  be  more  satisfactory  and  better 
in  everyway.  Until  I  can  have  some  facts  before 
me  on  wlrch  I  can  judge  whether  that  can.- be 
done  or  not,  I,  for  one,  am  not  prepared  to  vote  to 
accept  this  otdiuance.  I  am  willing  that  this 
should  take  any  other  form.  Wbat  I  want  is 
delay,  that  we  may  inform  ourselves  about 
these  amendments  tnat  have  been  offered  and 
as  to  the  possibility  of  the  changes  proposed. 
What  I  would  suggest,  therefore,  would  be  that 
the  orriiaance  reported  by  the  committee  and  the 
amendments  that  have  be?n  offered  be  lecomooit- 
tec  to  the  committee  with  instructions  to  consider 
the  amendments  that  have  been  made,  and  also 
whether  it  ii  practicable  to  give  more  regular 
boundaiies  to  the  wards  of  the  city  proper. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  desire  to  say  with  regard  to 
this  motion  that  it  is  simply  one  for  delay.  There 
is  no  necessity  nor  desirability  in  referring  the 
trifling  changes  which  have  been  proposed  bv 
mvself,  nor  even  th*  more  serious  one  proposed 
by  the  gertleaaan  from  Watd  10,  to  tue  com- 
mittee. If  the  boundaries  are  not  regular  it  is 
not  possible  to  make  them  so.  I  also  desire  the 
Council  to  remember  that  the  space  of  time  be- 
tween now  and  the  next  election  is  very  short. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13—1  have  listened  to  the  re- 
marks of  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  with  a 
great  deal  of  interest,  audi  cannot  see  but  that 
the  committee  navf-  do ae  their  duty  faithfully  m 
this  matter.  I  cannot  see  that  the  Council  are  not 
almost  unanimous  upon  almost  all  the  boundaries 
proposed.  The  opinun  that  these  amendments 
which  have  been  made,  applying  to  three  or'four 
vards,  should  be  recommitted,  or  some  attention 
paid  to  theai,  I  most  heartily  indorse,  but  I  do 
not  see  why  we  should  not  go  on  and  settle  the 
boundaries  of  the  remaining  wards.  Ws  have 
had  the  map  before  us  an  1  it  has  beem  thoroughly 
explained.  I  hope  the  matter  will  doc  be  post- 
poned, but  cbat  we  may  go  through  with  the 
boundaries  of  wards  which  it  is  not  proposed  to 
amend,  and  adopt  them  tonight. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7 — When  I  came  into 
the  Council  this  evening  I  had  a  pretty  definite 
idea  of  the  boundaries  of  the  wards;  but  I  must 
confess  that  at  this  hoar,  after  all  thelamsndments 
and  the  speeches  that  have  been  made  upon  them, 
I  am  completely  at  sea.  It  is  one  of  those  cases 
where,  after  a  map  is  laid  out  before  us,  the  more 
amendments  and  explanations  we  get  the  more 
mystified  we  become,  and  I  will  venture  to  say 
that,  outside  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4  aud 
the  other  gentle  ->en  who  have  made  the  amend- 
ments, there  are  not  five  persons  in  this  Council 
who  understand  what  the  geographical  limits  of 
thewaros  will  be  if  they  swallow  them  tonight;  and 
if  we  refer  them  back  to  this  committee  lam 
much  afraid  we  will  ba  in  the  same  position  a 
week  from  this  evening  or  two  weeks  from  n aw 
that  we  are  io  tonight  or  were  in  a  week  ago.  A 
commiitee  makes  a  report  here  at cer  due  delibera- 
tion and  after  bestowing  a  great  deal  of  care  and 
time  upon  it;  and  the  chairman  of  that  commit- 
tee, after  thinkiog  the  matter  over,  and  thinking 
it  so  good  that  a  map  was  printed  and  given  to 
members  of  the  Council  to  show  thebounoary  lines 
of  the  diffe  ent  wards,  comes  in  here  tonight  aud 
offers  amendments  to  his  own  report.  I  am  much 
afraid,  if  that  matter  is  recommitted  and  id  one  or 
two  weeks  from  now  we  have  another  report  and 
another  map,  we  will  have  another  amendment, 
and  we  will  be  sitting  up  here  another  three  weeks 
over  this  matter.  I  respect  the  feeling  of  the 
members  of  the  Council  who  want  to  go  with  tbeir 
political  associates  who  have  fought,  bled,  and  in 
some  instances  died  with  them.  I  respect  that 
feeling,  and  wish  they  could  all  be  together.  I 
wish  the  change  in  the  boundary  lines  would  not 
disturb  them.  I  wisn  they  could  go  into  office 
from  the  same  wards  together,  it  would  be  so 
very  pleasant;  but  I  do  not  know  of  any  means  by 
which  we  can  do  it.  The  only  thing  ttn-y  could  go 
is  to  find  new  loves  in  the  new  wares,  and  in 
a  vear  from  now  they  will  be  as  well  satisfied  as 
with  their  old  political  f  ri«Dds.  I  nope  the  Coun- 
cil will   not  seek  to  gratify  the  individuals  who 


want  to  be  in  the  wards  where  they  were  and 
with  friends  »ith  whom  they  have  foueht.  It  is  a 
beautiful  feeling ;  I  respect  it,  I  admire  it.  It  is  a 
rare  thing  In  these  days  of  political  trickery  to 
findfriSDds  so  eras  to  each  other  th it  they  want 
tobeinwatds  and  work  with  eacn  other,  but  I 
think  the  division  of  wards  sh  uld  be  for 
the  convenience  of  all  the  people  more 
than  foi  the  political  eoavenieoce  of  a  little 
coterie.  I  have  no  objection  particularly  to  the 
amendment  of  the  gentlemen  from  Ward  4, 
though  perhaps  individuals  on  Chandler  stieat 
might  protest.  I  think  we  should  give  them  a 
chance.  There  mav  be  two  ot  three  who  will  =ay 
they  do  not  want  to  go  over  into  the  other  ward, 
and  they  will  wake  up  ia  the  morning  and  read 
the  newspapers  and  find  that  instead  of  being  in 
the  waids  as  down  on  the  map  they  are  in  an- 
other waid;  and  we  may  have  anoiher  citition 
from  John  Smith  on  Chandler  street,  who  has 
been  working  with  his  friends  elsewhete,  to  put 
him  back  again.  No*  1  have  no  objection  at 
all  to  the  amendment,  but  if  we  go  on  in 
this  way  th°re  is  no  Knowing  where  we  are  going 
to  stop.  1  coincide  in  the  argument  of  the  gertle- 
manfrom  Ware  4;  when  he  says  the  feeling  which 
exists  between  political  friends  who  have  worked 
with  each  orhei  is  one  which  we  shoula  respect; 
but  ia  dividing  cue  wards  of  the  city  I  think  we 
should  not  try  to  suit  the  feeling  of  the  people 
solelv  because  they  wantfoben  wards  where  their 
old  friends  h  ive  been.  As  for  the  amendments  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  4, 1  do  not  undei  stand 
them;  I  do  not  know  whs/ em  they  differ  from  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10.  I 
understand  the  latter's  amen rlmentvety  well,  and  I 
shall  go  for  it.  But  if  we  go  on  continuously  making 
amendments,  and  especially  for  a  gentleman  who 
has  devoted  so  much  time  to  it  as  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  4  ha-_,  there  is  no  knowing  where  we 
are  going  to  stop.  I  hope  this  will  not  be  recom- 
mitted. 

Mi.  Bra:ketf— In  regard  to  one  allusion 
the  gentlema-i  from  Ward  7  has  just  made, 
that  perhaps  people  on  Chandler  street  would 
not  like  the  change,  I  would  say  that  mv 
amendment  effects  just  that  object.  By  the 
new  division  these  people  have  beea  put 
from  one  ward  into  another.  My  motion  is  to 
put  them  back  by  establishing  "the  old  line 
I  do  not  desire  to  convey  the  impression  that  I  in- 
troduced this  amendment  to  the  Council  for  aoy 
political  ring  ot  cote  ie.  I  have  no  personal  in- 
terest in  it  mvself  at  all.  I  am  perfectly  satisfied 
wich  the  ward  I  am  in.  But  the  gentlemen  living 
in  this  section  which  has  been  added  to  Ward  15 
desiie  to  reinai)  in  vyhatis  substantially  their  old 
ward.  I  say  it  is  a  feeling  to  be  respected.  1  say 
it  is  always  objectionable  to  cut  up  a  town,  be- 
cause people  who  have  been  accustomed  to  be 
citizens  1n  it  like  to  remain  so.  So  in  wards.it  is 
n&raral  for  the  people  to  desire  to  remain  in  their 
old  wards,  and  I  do  not  believe  in  cutting  them 
off  unless  here  is  some  strong  reason  foi  it 

Mr.  Fitzgerald — I  forgot  another  point  whieh  I 
intended  to  mention;  that  was  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  14.  I  think  that  amend- 
ment ought  to  pass.  I  twill  do  no  particular  hatm 
to  the  ward  from  which  that  portion  of  the  terri- 
tory is  to  b3  take  >  —West  Roxbury.  Theie  will  be 
about  250  voters  taken  away  and  added  to  Ward 
18.  In  the  course  of  two  or  three  years  that  large 
territory  covered  by  West  Roxbury,  and  that  por- 
tion of  Roxbury  which  is  to  be  added  to  it,  will 
contain  a  great  many  more  voters  than  the  present 
apportionment.  It  can  be  no  particular  harm, while 
it  woalo  be  a  great  convenience  to  those  voters 
who  are  in  the  territory.  Tie  horse  cars  from 
Warren  street  and  Shawmut  avenue  all  come  in 
the  direction  of  Ward  14  or  18  that  is  to  be,  and  it 
will  be  a  great  convenience  to  them,  while  if  they 
are  to  vote  in  West  Roxbury  they  will  have  to 
travel  three  or  four  miles,  and  the  consequence 
will  be  that  some  of  them  will  not  go  to  the  polls 
at  ad.  I  hope  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  14  will  pass,  or  that  if  will  be  incoipo- 
ratedin  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
W<ad  4. 

Mr.  Harmon  ot  Ward  6—1  agree  with  my  col- 
league in  regard  to  postponement.  It  seems  to 
me  that  the  commitee  has  had  all  the  informa- 
tion they  need  upon  this  subject;  and  in  regard 
to  the  Council,  it  ought  to  have  some  knowledge 
of  the  information  which  has  been  secured.  If 
a  committee  of  this  body  is  going  to  report 
boundaries  of  the  wards  of  the  city  and 
then  give  the  members  of  the  Council 
no   knowledge    of    the    subject,   how   aie    tbey 
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going  to  divide  it?  If  one  gentl;man  makes  a 
proposition  chat  he  would  like  to  alter  tbe  Bounda- 
ries ot  his  wsrd,  be  does  not  know  how  he  is  goiug 
to  affect  cbe  boundaries  of  another  war:!.  I  migot 
make  a  proposition  to  take  off  a  portion  of  Ward 
3  that  they  have  antex-d  to  Wato  6,  out  I  am  not 
able  to  tell  what  .the  effect  would  be  to  "Ward  3. 
What  we  want  is  information  and  what  I  want  is 
to  postpone  the  subj-cr. 

Mi.  Harrigan  of  Wara  1 — I  don't  know  but  I 
should  be  tempted 'o  offer  an  amendment  if  the 
boucdanes  ot  rcy  ward  had  i  ot  been  settled  ;  and 
I  should  move,  if  in  order,  that  my  house  be 
moved  fiom  Ward  1  j.  to  Ward  2.  for  the  reason 
that  I  «a'  in  the  minority  for  two've  years  until 
two  years  ago,  when  I  became  oee  of  the  vnajo  ity, 
but  no*  1  have  got  to  go  back^  into  the  minority. 
On  that,  account— but  of  course  it  is  not  in 
order — I  would  like  to  move  that  my  house  be 
removed  from  Saratoga  street;  to  somewhere  on 
the  lice  of  Porter  street,  so  that  I  would  be  back 
witn  tbe  majoiity  arrain.  But  I  cannot  do  that 
and  I  musx  tape  the  thing  t-.s  it  is.  I  tninktbatis 
about  as  sensible  as  some  of  tbe  arguments  osed 
here  this  evening.  I  am  satisfied  that  nothing 
tangible  is  to  be  gained  by  rhe  air  endeo  nfs.  It 
is  like  satisfying  a  few  oy  putting  them  with  then- 
friends,  ana  notnicg  mote.  I  hops  the  report 
will  be  accepted  as  it  came  from  the  committee 
and  without  any  amendments. 

Mr.  Crocke  — Trie  gentleman's  argument  seems 
to  be  that  i  obodv  in  the  Council  knows  anyth.ug 
about  this  matter,  except  the  committee,  and  tbat 
we  must  n't  recommit  it  to  them,  but  take  it  as 
it  stands,  aud  swallow  it  as  we  would  an  unpleas- 
ant pill.  I  uou't  agrte  with  him.  It  is  an  import- 
ant matter.  It  is  to  stand  for  teo  vaars;  it  af- 
fects every  citizen  and  the  government  of 
the  city  for  tea  years.  I  don't  oeiieve  in 
shutting  our  eves  and  saying  we  don't,  know  any- 
thing about  it,  anci  we  wont  let  the  committee 
consider  it  again  because  it  might  get  mixed 
up  and  then  there  would  be  trouble.  But  we 
had  better  have  the  tionble  now  than  during  all 
the  next  ten  year-.  I  hope  the  Council  wPl  aot 
act  upon  it  i  n  a  hurry,  but  will  give  aentlemen 
who  wish  to  know  something:  about  it— and  who 
claiaa  that  they  don't  know  as  oiiich  as  ths3  want 
to  know,  and  wish  to  look  iiito  it  more— an  oppor- 
tunit;  and  time  to  study  it;  iiid  I  hope  ^e  shall 
give  the  committed  an  opportunity  to  look  the 
whole  matter  over  again  and  see  if  they 
have  d'lie  light,  with  the  light  of  the 
public  discussion  and  private  talk  inside  and 
out  ide  of  City  Hall,  arc!  whether  it  ought  to  be 
changed.  We  not  onlv  don't  know  anythirjg  at 
thiii  time,  but  it  would  serm,  that  special  pains 
have  been  taken  to  prevent  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil from  knowing  anything.  The  commiitee  have 
sat  in  secret;  they  have  been  so  specially  careful 
lest  anything  should  leak  out  that  they  haven't 
employed  the  Clerk  of  Committees,  aod  have  ein- 
ployeo  Eobody  to  act  as  clerk  for  them.  It 
has  all  been  kept  within  tbeir  own  cn\le. 
Their  plans  have  never  been  seen  till  tonight, 
and  then  otly  by  one  or  two  gentlemen  for  a 
few  minutes.  Is  this  the  way  for  gentlemen 
to  determine  a.  thiog  ttat  is  to  affect  the  welfare 
of  the  city  for  tbe  rext  ten  j ears?  It  seems  to 
me  rot.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  a  thing  to  be 
careful  and  deli bei  ate  about ;  that  we  should  en- 
deavor to  get  our  eyes  open  to  a  full  knowledge  of 
the  subject,  that  we  coay  act  reasonably  and  prop- 
erly. It  is  said  that  this  motion  is  simply  for  de- 
lay. Well,  in  one  sense  it  is.  I  ask  delay  that  I 
may  obtain  more  information.  Nothing  is  to  be 
gained  by  me  or  any  one  else  simply  by  delay.  I 
cell  tbe  Council  that  th<>  reason  I  ask  for  delay  is 
that  we  may  get  more  information;  that  the 
committee  may  look  tbe  matter  over  again  in  the 
light  of  what  has  occurred  aod  ste  whether  they 
know  more  ihan  t>  ey  oid  before,  and  give  us  the 
benefit  of  their  latest  opinions  0'i  the  subject. 
There  is  another  matter  that  I  havo  often  heard 
objected  to;  that  is  the  Charlestown  waids  should 
have  h\c\  some  of  the  smaller  numbers,  instead  of 
the  numbers  tunning  up  to  the  west  part  of  the 
city  and  then  coming  back  to  Charlestown.  Tbat 
is  a  matter  of  minor  importance,  but  still  it  is 
one  that  among  others  the  committee  mi^ht  con- 
sider; though,  of  course,  it  is  of  small  importance 
compared  with  the  question  of  how  the  lines 
should  cs  drawn.  This  seems  to  me  to  be  a  mat- 
ter of  seiious  importance,  and  for  one  I  must  pro- 
test against  its  being  pushed  through  bete  to- 
night. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Crocker  was  lost,  a  call  for 
the  yeas  and  nays  by  Mr.  Crocker  being  lo*t. 


Mr.  Sweeiser — I  move  thst  toe  amendments  of- 
fered by  my  colleague  from  Ward  10  be  adopted 
as  substitutes  for  so  much  of  the  amendments  of- 
fered by  the  gentleman  from  Waid  4  as  telats  to 
"Wards  14  and  15. 

Mr.  Brackett— And  Ward  8. 

Mr.  Sweet-er— My  motion  was  ia  relation,  to 
Wards  14  ano  15  only. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Wa>  d  12— My  only  object  i3  co  fa- 
cilitate the  settlement  ot  this  question  aud  bang 
order  out  of  <  onfuskn.  I  would  like  to  inquire  if, 
after  the  amendments  have  all  been  offered,  it  is 
not  in  order  to  proceed  according  to  theodtfioal 
vote  and  oonsidei  each  ward  by  itself,  takiug  up 
the  business  where  it  was  left  off,  and  theo  con- 
sidi  rinsr  the  amendments  seriatim. 

Mr.  Wintujore — I  desire  to  save  time  wherever 
it  is  possible,  and  will  accept  the  suggestion  of 
the  geitlernaa  from  Waid  10  [Mr.  Sweetscr],  and 
trust  it  will  be  cariied.  I  U-erefoie  withdraw  that 
portion  of  my  amendment  referring  to  Wards  14 
and  15,  and  accept  tue  amendments  of  the  gentle- 
man fi  om  Ware.  10  as  a  pai  t  of  my  original  amend- 
ment. In  that  case  tbeie  is  bvt  one  question  be- 
fore the  Council,  and  instead  of  its  beirjg  neces- 
sary to  vote  upo.,  each  separately,  we  cao  proceed 
at  once,  I  presume,  to  vote  whether  we  shall  pass 
the  general  amenelojent  or  not,  and  then  aecide 
wt  ether  to  accept  the  orelinance. 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Watd  15  moved  that  the  proposed 
division  of  W." id  15  be  recommitted  co  tbe  corn- 
mitcee  with  instructions  to  set  Brighton  off  as>  a 
separate  ward. 

Lost.  . 

Mr.  Wdlcuit  of  Ward  17— In  order  to  get  the 
temper  of  the  Cou.icil  in  this  matter,  and  see  bow 
far  we  ;tie  uispo  eel  to  interfeie  with  the  original 
plan,  I  move  that  tne  sevetel  ame.  dmeiats  be  Hid 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  P;ge  of  Ward  9— Will  not  that  table  tbe  en- 
tile Otc'ic.-tr  ce? 

Tbe  President—  It  will. 

Mr.  Samp- on  of  Ward  10— I  hope  that  motion 
will  not  prevail.  The  suggestions  of  my  colleague 
are  very  important;  tbey  straighten  the  lines  of 
three  wards,  5  nd  their  adoption  will  be  a  great 
convenience  to  the  people  of  tb?.t  locality  and  of 
the  entire  city, 

Mr.  Fly  on  of  Ward  7— There  isn't  the  slightest 
doubt  but  that  any  charee  made  in  the  boundary 
lines  as  submitted  by  the  committee  will  necessi- 
tate a  redi vision  of  the  whole  city.  If  you  change 
one  line  you  will  be  obliged  to  go  from  one  ward  to 
another,  and.  change  all  the  lines.  I  hope  no 
amendmea  is  will  be  adopted  and  that  the  repot t 
will  be  adorned  a«  a  whole,  and  if  in  order  I  would 
mo\  e  as  a  substitute  that  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee be  adopted. 

The  Presideut— The  question  is  first  upon  the 
amendments. 

Mr.  Flynn— Then  I  move  the  previous  question. 

ME'-.  Brackett—  I  hope  that  motion  will  not  p>e- 
vail,  for  it  will  cut  off  all  lurrhex  amecdmenis.  In 
regard  ro  the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  7,  chat  if  you  make  one  cnaoge  it  willchange 
tbe  lites  in  the  whole  city,  I  think  it  his  been 
made  clear  that  tbe  changes  proposed  by  me  will 
not  affect  any  other  c  art  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Willcuit — It  was  not  my  intention  to  dis- 
pose of  the  tpatter  in  the  way  that  has  been  sug- 
gested and  I  therefore  withdraw  the  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table.  My  object  was  to  have  these 
various  amendments  laid  upon  the  cable  in  order 
to  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  subject  as 
originally  proposed  by  tbe  committee. 

The  main  quesiion  was  ordered,  and  the  ques- 
tion was  put  on  tne  amendments  of  Mr.  Whitmore 
seriatim,  with  the  following  result: 

Ward  3 — Lost  r,y  a  rising  vote— 17  for.  34  against 
—Mr.  Whitmore  having  doubted  the  decision  of 
the  President  that  it  was  lost. 

Ward  4— Withdrawn  by  Mr.  Whitmore,  the  last 
vote  having  rendeied  it  unnecessary. 

Waid  6— Lost. 

Wa.-rl  7— Lost. 

Wnrd  8  (offered  by  Mr.  Brackett  aud  accepted 
by  Mr.  Whitmore)— Adopted  by  a  rising  vote— 35 
for,  17  against. 

Ward  9 -Lost. 

Watd  14  (offered  by  Brackett  and  accepted  by 
Mr.  Whifmore)— Adopted. 

Wa-cl  15  (offered  by  Brackect  and  accepted  by 
Mr.  Whitmore)— Adopted, 

Ward  18— Adopted. 

Ward  19-  Adopted. 

Ward20— Declaied  adopted.  Mr.  Willcutt  doubt- 
el  the  vote,  and  it  was  verified  by  a  count— 32  for, 
18  against. 
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The  amendment  of  Mr.  Clarke  (that  Brighton  be 
set  off  as  a  separate  ward)  was  lost  bj  a  tismg 
vote— 27  for,  28  against. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  9— I  dow  move  that  the 
ordinance  as  amended  be  adopted  as  a  whole. 

The  Piesident  read  the  ordinance  by  rts  title, 
and  t.:e  ordinance,  as  amended,  was  passed. 

The  question  tben  recurred  on  the  passage  of 
the  order  antborizing  the  Mayor  to  petition  the 
•  Legislature  for  authority  to  establish  two  polling 
Dlaces  in  Ward  19. 
-  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16—1  move  to  amend  by 
adding  the  words  "Twentieth  and  Twenty-first 
Ward0,"  coy  object  being  to  have  two  polling 
places  in  Dorcb&ster  and  West  Roxbury. 

Mr.   Flyon— I  move  to  amead  by  adding  "and 

sucb   oilier  places   e.s  in  th3  opinion  of  Che  City 

Council   maybe   desirable,"  so  that  they  may  be 

established  in  other  wards  if  it  is  deemed  de- 

.     sirable. 

Mr.  Burditt  accepted  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Flynn 

Mr.  Shaw — It  seems  to  me  that  would  loot  rath- 
er bungii1  g.  Why  not  have  it  that  the  Citv  Coun- 
cil snail  have  auihoiity  to  establish  them  in  such 
places  as  they  may  determine.  It  seems  to  me 
that  that  is  better  than  to  designate  individual 
wards.  I,  therefore,  move  to  substitute  after  the 
**  ords  "ooiliog  piai  es,"  the  words,  "iu  such  wards 
as  the  City  Council  may  designate." 

Mr.  Flynn  accepted  the  amendment,  which  was 
adopted,  and  the  order  as  amended  was  passed. 

Subsequently-  Mr.  Wilson  moved  a  suspension 
of  the  rule,  that  he  might  bffei  a  mot'on  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  adopting  the  ordinance. 

Mr.  Crocker— I  hope  it  will  be  carried  through, 
as  it  is  ot  a  piece  with  the  lest  of  the  proieeuings 
in  this  matter.  The  Council  has  been  kept  in  the 
dark,  full  consideration  of  the  subject  has  been 
cut  off,  and  it  has  been  rushed  through. 

Mr.  Willcutt— I  tr-iet  this  motion  will  not  pre- 
vail. I  have  no  question  but  it  is  i  surprise  to 
most  members  of  the  Codncil  that  so  many 
amendments  have  b^en  made.  For  one,  lam  en- 
tirely at  a  loss  to  know  what  [the  envision  is.  It 
has  been  stated  that  there  is  a  hardship  in  taking 
off  200  or  300  voters  from  a  district  laid  out  by  the 
committee.  Various  interests  are  to  be  consid- 
ered, and  I  should  like  more  time.  The  ordinance 
has  be^n  materially  changed  tonight,  and  I  trust 
time  enough  will  b's  taken  for  further  considera- 
tion. 

Mr.  Parker  of  Ward  14— There  are  206  voters 
taken  from  Ward  20  and  77  added  to  Ward  29. 

Mr.  AViisoo— My  object  was  to  facilitate  the  set- 
tlement ot  the  question  and  have  the  motion  for  a 
reconsideratioo  offered  at  this  time,  rather  than 
have  it  disappear  in  the  dissolving  view  of  "mo- 
tions, ordeiu  and  resolutions."  Twu-chirds  of  the 
Council  are  satisfied  with  the  ordinance,  and  there 
is  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be  settled  tonight 
and  go  to  the  other  branch. 

The  rule  was  suspended.  Mr.  Wilson  moved  a 
reconsideration,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail,  and 
it  was  lost. 

Sent  up. 

Following  are  the  descriptions  of  those  wards 
which  were  amended,  with  the  words  stricken  out 
printed  in  parenthe-es  and  italics,  and  the  amend- 
ments adopted  in  quotations : 

Ward  No.  8.  Beginning  at  the  water  at.  the  end 
of  Otter  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Otter 
street  to  Beacon  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of 
Beacon  street  to  Arlington  street;  thence  by  the 
middle  of  Arlington  street  to  Boylston  street; 
thence  by  the  middle  of  Boylston  street  to  Carver 
street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Carver  stieec  to 
Eliot  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Eliot  street 
to  Waneutou  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of 
Warrenton  street  to  Tremonc  street;  thence  by 
the  middle  of  Tremont  street  to  Chandler  street; 
thence  by  the  middle  of  Chancier  street  to  (the 
junction  of  Columbus  avenue  and)  "Berkeley 
street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Berkeley  streec  to 
Lawrerce  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Law- 
reDce  street  to"  Dartmouth  street;  thence  by  the 
middle  ot  Dartmouth  street  to  Warreo  avenue; 
thence  by  the  middle  of  Warren  avenne  to  {Co- 
lumbus avenue;  thence  by  the  middle]of  Columbus 
avenue)  "file  junction  of  Columbus  avenue  and 
West  Newton  street ;  thence  by  the  middle  of 
West  Newton  street  to  the  Boston  &  Providence 
Railroad ;  thence  by  the  line  of  the  southeasterly 
side  of  the  Boston  &  Providence  Rai'road"  to 
West  Chester  park;  thence  by  the  middle  of  West 
Chester  park  to  the  water ;  thence  by  the  water  to 
the  point  of  beginning. 


Ward  No.  14.  Beginning  at  the  water  at  anoint 
opposite  to  the  end  of  Bristol  streec;  thence  on  a 
line  to  said  streec,  arid  by  the  middle  of  Bristol 
street  to  Harrison  avenue ;  thence  by  the  middle 
of  Harrison  avenue  to  Asbland  place;  thence  by 
the  middle  of  Ashland  place  to  Washington 
street;  'hence  across  Washington  street  to  Med- 
fora  court;  theoce  by  the  middle  ot  Medtord 
court  to  Bradford  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of 
Bradford  street  to  Snawmut  avenue :  thence  across 
Sbawmut  avenue  to  Milford  street;  thence  by  the 
middle  of  Milford  street  to  Tremont  street;  thence 
by  the  middle  of  Tremont  street  to  Berkeley 
street;  thence  bv  the  middle  of  Berkeley  street 
to  {Chandler  street;  thence  by  the  '  middle 
of  Chandler  street  to  the  junction  of 
Columbus  avenue  and)  "Lawrence  street; 
thence  by  thi  miodle  of  Lawrence  street 
to"  Dartmouth  Street;  ttience  by  the  middle  of 
Dartmouth  street  {to  Tremont  street;  thence  by 
the  middle  of  Tremont  street)  to  "Warren  avenue ; 
thence  by  the  middle  of  Warren  avenue"  to 
Brookline  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Brook- 
lice  and  East  Brookline  streets  to  Albany  street; 
thBDce  across  Albany  street  to  the  northeast  line 
of  the  citv  property  commonly  callen  the  Pavicg 
Depot;  thence  by  said  lioe  across  the  water  to  the 
westerly  line  of  the  New  Yr-rk  &  New  England 
Railroad;  chence  by  said  lie  and  the  adjacent 
and  continuous  lines  of  Wards  10  and  13  to  Che 
point  of  beginning. 

Ward  No.  15.  '  B.  ginning  at  the  water  at  the 
northeast  line  of  the  before-named  Paving  D-pot 
belonging  to  the  city;  thence  along  saio  hue  to 
Albany  street;  thence  across  Albany  streec  to 
East  Brooklice  street;  tneace  by  the  middle  of 
East  Brookline  and  Brookline  afreets  to  {Tremont 
street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Tremont  street  to 
Dartmouth  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Bart- 
mouth  street  to)  Warren  avenue;  thence  by  the 
middle  of  Warr<-n  avenue  to  (Columbus  avenue; 
thence  by  the  middle  of  Columbus  avenue  to  West 
Chester  park;  thence  by  the  middle  of  West  Chester 
park  to  the  northwesterly  side  of  the  Boston  & 
Providence  Railroad;  thence  by  said  Boston  & 
Providence  Railroad)  "the  junction  of  Columbus 
avenue  ard  West  Newroi  street;  thence  by  the 
middle  of  West  Newcoo  street  to  the  Boston 
&  Providence  Railroad  ;  thence  bv  the  line  of  the 
sonth'asterly  side  of  the  Boston  &  Provuleo.ee 
Railroad"  to  Camden  street;  tience  by  the 
middle  of  Camden  street  to  Washington  street: 
thence  h\  the  middle  of  Washington  street  to 
Lenox  street  extended;  thence  by  the  middle  of 
Lenox  street,  or  the  extension  thereof,  to  Fellows 
street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Fellows  street  to 
Northampton  street;  thence  across  Northampton 
street  to  the  Roxbury  Canal ;  thence  by  the  middle 
of  the  Roxbury  Canal  to  the  line  across  South 
Bay,  forming  part  of  the  southwesterly  boundary 
of  Ward  14;  thence  by  said  line  to  the  point  of 
beginnirg. 

Ward  No.  18.  Beginning  at  a  ooint  on  the 
northwest  side  ot  the  Boston  &  Providence 
Railroad,  opposite  to  tbe  end  of  Cottage  place; 
thence  by  the  norcbwesterl?  line  of  said  railroad 
to  the  crossing  with  Centre" street;  thence  by  the 
middle  of  Centre  street  to  Highland  street; 
thence  by  the  middle  of  Highland  street  to  Mar-- 
cella  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Marcella 
street  to  Washington  street;  theoce  by  the  mid- 
dle of  Washington  street  to  (Townsend)  "Seaver" 
etreet;  ther.ee  by  the  middle  of  {Townsend  and 
Quincy)  "Seavei"  street  to  Blue  Hill  avenue; 
thence  by  the  middle  ot  Blue  Hill  avenue  to  Win- 
throp  street;  i Irene?  by  the  middle  of  Wititnrop 
street  to  Grenville  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of 
Grenville  street  to  Dudley  street;  thence  by  the 
midole  of  Dudley  strest  to  Watren  street;  tnence 
by  ihe  middle  of  Warren  street  to  Washington 
street;  thence  by  the  middle  ot  Washington  street 
to  Roxbury  strest;  theoce  by  the  middle  ot  Rox- 
bury street  to  Elmwood  street;  thece  by  the  mid- 
dle of  Elm  wool  strett  to  Clav  street;  thenco  by 
the  midd'e  of  Clay  street  to  Tremont  street; 
thence  by  the  middle  of  Tremont  «treet  to  Cottage 
place;  thence  by  tbe  middle  of  Cottage  place  and 
the  line  thereof  across  the  Boston  &  Piovidence 
Railtoad  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

Ward  No.  19.  Beginning  at  the  vater  on  Charles 
River  at  a  point  opposite  the  end  of  West  Chester 
park;  theuce  by  the  middle  of  West  Chester  pa''k 
to  the  northwesterly  side  of  the  Boston  &  Provi- 
dence Railroad.;  thence  by  tl  e  northwesterly  /ire 
of  said  railroad  to  its  ciossinu  with  (Centre)  "New 
Heath"  street;  thence  bv  the  middle  of  (Centre 
and  Perkins)  "New  Heath  and  Heath"  streets  to 
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{Pond  avenue)  "Trernout  street";  thence  by  the 
middle  of  {Pond  avenue  and  Cliestnut)  "Tiemont 
street"  to  the  boundary  beiweea  Boston  and 
Btojkline;  thence  northerly,  then  westerly,  and 
then  southerly  by  said  boundary  ltDe  to  the  bound- 
ary of  Newton,  near  tbe  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir; 
tbeuce  by  the  boundary  between  Newton  and  that 
part  of  Boston  tormei  ly  called  Brighton  to  Charles 
River;  thence  by  the  water  t  >  the  point  of  begin- 
ning:. 

Ward  No.  20.  Beginning  at  the  boundary  line 
between  Boston  and  BrOoblme  at  the  crossiag 
with  (Pond)  "Tremont"  street;  thence  by  the  mid- 
dle of  {Pond)  "Tremont"  street  to  (Perkins) 
"Heath"  street;  thence  by  the  middle  ot  (Perkins) 
"Heath"  aod  (Centre)  "New  Heatb"  streets  to 
Highland  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  High- 
land street  to  Marcella  street:  tnence  by  the  mid- 
ale  ot  Matcella  street  to  Washington  street ;  thecce 
by  the  middle  of  Washington  street  to  (Town- 
send)  "Seavet"  street;  "thence  by  the  middle  of 
(Townsend  and  Quincy)  "Seaver"  street  to  Blue 
Hill  avenue;  thence  oy  the  middle  of  Blue  Hill 
avenue  to  Backstreet;  thence  by  the  middle  of 
Back  street  to  tbe  bouuaary  line  oet  veen  Boston 
aud  Hyde  Park;  thence  by  the  bour.daiy  line*  be- 
tween that  part  of  Boston  formerly  called  West 
Roxbury  and tbe  adjacent  towns,  to  the  point  of 
beginning. 

The  oraer  as  amended  and  passed  is  as  follows, 
the  words  stricken  out  being  in  italics  and  pa- 
rentheses, and  the  amendment  in  quotations: 

Ordetid,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be,  and  be 
hereby  is,  requestta  to  petition  the  General  Court 
at  its  coming  session  for  the  passage  of  an  aot 
authorizing  ihe  City  Council  to  establish  (a  second 
polling  place  in  the  Nineteenth  Ward)  "polling 
places  in  such  ivards  as  the  City  Council  may 
designate" 

VEGETABLE  MARKET, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morrison  of  W^rd  9,  the  spe- 
cial assignment  for  8y2  P.  M.,  viz.,  order  for  a 
nausfer  of  $6000  from  tne  Reserved  Fund  to  the 
appropriation  for  Mercantile  Wharf  Market,  was 
taken  up,  and  on  morion  of  Mr.  Sampson  ot  Ward 


10,  specially  assigned  for  next  Thursday  evening 
at  8  o'clock. 

MYSTIC    WATER    BOARD. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Water,  who 
were  requested  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
providing  for  the  election  of  new  members  of  the 
Mystic  Water  Bo  ird,  having  considered  the  sub- 
ject, would  respectfully  submit  the  following  re- 
port: Che  act  to  ujite  the  city  of  Charlestown  to 
tbe  city  of  Boston  provides  that  the  Mystic  Water 
Board  shall  be  continued  a  separate  organization, 
under  the  direction  of  tbe  City  Council  of  Boston, 
until  said  City  Council  shall  determine  to  unite  it 
with  the  Cocbituate  Water  Board.  The  present 
oiganization  of  the  Myst'c  Board,  established 
ui'der  an  ordinance  of  the  City  Council  of 
Charlestown  fortbeye  <r  1873,  is  ote  member  of  tbe 
Common  Council  for  the  same  year,  and  three 
other  persons  elected  fiom  the  citizens  at  larg-\ 
The  members  elected  from  tba  Citv  Couacil  were 
to  hold  office  for  one  year  and  until  their  success- 
ors were  elnc  ted;  those  elected  at  large  were  to 
hold  offire  for  three  years  and  until  their  success- 
ors weie  elected.  With  one  exception  the  pres- 
ent members  of  the  board  hold  office  by  virtue  of 
the  p'Ovisi">u  m  tbe  ordinance  authorizing  them 
to  conrinue  until  t^en  successors  are  elected. 
O.  e  member,  elected  in  1873  for  thrpe 
yaars,  continues  uutil  May,  1876.  With  a  view 
to  place  the  organization  upon  a  more  permanent 
foundation,  the  committee  are  of  opiuion  that  it 
would  be  expibdiatt  to  elect  new  members  of  the 
board  in  pl&cs  of  those  whose  regular  terms  of 
office  have  expired;  and  they  recommend  tbe 
passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Water  be  requested  ro  nominate  suitable  candi- 
dates for  members  of  the  Mystic  Water  Board,  in 
place  of  those  members  whose  terms  of  office  have 
expired. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitcomb  of  Ward  13,  the 
Council  adjourned. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

OCTOBER    35,    1875. 


Regulat  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man Claris.  Chairman,  presiding.- 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATION  CONFIRMED. 

Special  Police  Officer— David  Ahem,  for  duty  on 
Long  wharf. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Petitions  for 
brick  sidewalks  in  fiont  of  estates  of  George  "W. 
Rosa  and  wif°,  549-551  Columbus  avenue;  C.  J. 
Spenceley,  11  Nortbfield  street;  Hugh  McBarron, 
57EastDedhatn  street;  Mrs.  N.  E.  Chester,  245 
Losgwood  avenue;  Elizabeth  A.  Davis,  233  Long- 
wood  avenue. 

Petitions  for  edgestom-s  and  brick  sidewalk  in 
front  of  estates  of  P.  H.  McGlynn  and  Samuel 
Stubbs,  West  Rutland  square. 

William  A.  Davis,  that  Hawthorn  street,  West 
Roxbury,  be  graded,  etc. 

Lemuel  Clapp  et  al.,  that  Willow  court,  in  Ward 
16,  be  raised  to  grade. 

Henry  B.  Hill  et  al.,  that  certain  obstructions  oo 
Everett  srreet,  near  Lyon  Railroad,  be  removed. 

Charles  O.  Ciane  et  a£.,that  Washington  avenue, 
on  Fort  Hill  district,  be  called  Hign  street. 

Eliot  B.  .Mayo  et  al.,  that  Alford  street,  from 
Maiden  Bridge  to  the  town  of  Everett,  be  paved 
with  granite  blocks. 

Andrew  Treit  and  other  occupants  of  Uniou 
Market,  for  a  culveit  on  Friend  street. 

John  D.  Carry  et  al.,  to  be  relieved  from  the 
surface  water  flowing  on  their  estates  od  Centre 
and  Lamartiue  streets. 

A.  Ratchesky  et  al.,  that  North  Centre  street  be 
paved  *ith  grani re  blocks. 

George  H.  Richards  et  al.,  that  the  cellai  door- 
ways on  Dock  square  be  closed. 

Aaroo  D.  Williams,  tor  removal  of  obstructions 
from  Magazine  street. 

Daniel  Good  no  'V  et  al.,  that  the  bay  window  on 
West  Brookline  street,  near  Tcemont  street,  be  al- 
lowed to  remain,  and  for  a  hearing. 

Louisa  C.  Reinard,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
od  Bowdoin  street. 

Robert  Bampton  et  al.,  that  crosswalks  be  laid 
on  Ruggles  street  at  Halleck  street. 

John  Cavanagh,  to  move  a  wooden  building 
across  West  Second  stieet,  Ward  7. 

James  Murphy,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Athens  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Affairs.  Copy 
of  petition  of.  George  Griggs  and  A.J.Harring- 
ton to  the  next  Legislature  for  the  annexation  of 
Brookbce  to  Boston. 

To  the  Commiitee  on  Sewers.  Arthur  Cheney 
et  al.,  for  a  sewer  iti  Hayward  place. 

Robert  H.  Waters  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Chelsea 
Stieet,  Cbarlestown. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Joseph  W.  Bart- 
lett,  to  be  heard  before  the  removal  of  his  lan- 
terns on  Columbus  avenue. 

William  Grav,  Jr.,  et  al.,  that  Howard  avenue, 
Ward  16,  be  lighted. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Petitions  for  leave  to  occuoy  stables—' 
Motrin  F.  Place,  wooden,  five  horses,  19  Barrett 
street,  Ward  -1 ;  William  H.  Hutchinson,  wooden, 
ODe  horse,  299  Blue  Hill  avenue,  Ward  14;  Ben- 
jamin M.  Wedger,  wooden,  one  horse,  Hyde  Park 
avenue,  corner  Canterbury  stieet,  Ward  17;  Nich- 
olas G.  Lynch,  new  wooden,  three  horses,  Lincoln 
street,  Ward  19. 

To  the  Committee  on  Assessors'  Department. 
Augustus  Richardson,  to  be  repaid  certain  por- 
tions of  taxes  impropeily  assessed  upon  him. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Leonard  Ware,  to  be  paid  for  205  feet  of 
land  now  located  at  the  corner  of  Blue  Hill  ave- 
nue and  Dennis  street. 

Caleb  H.  Dolbearc,  trustee,  tor  abatement  of 
Atlantic  avenue  b  iterment. 

Proprietors  of  Rowe's  wharf,  for  assessment  of 
damages  caused  by  Bostoo,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn 
Railroad  Company. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets.  Samuel  D. 
Crane  and  163  others,  ana  E.  Bruce  and  123  others, 
for  bridges  on  West  Chester  park,  across  the  Bos- 
ton &  Albany  and  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad 
track. 


To  the  Committee  on  Police.    American  Popular 
Life  Insurance  Company,  for  leave  to  place  a  pro- 
"  jectiug  sign  or  figure  in  front  of  No.  226  VVashing- 
ton  street. 

HEARINGS  ON  ORDERS  OF  NOTICE. 

Sewers.  The  order  of  notice  on  proposed  con- 
structioa  of  a  scwer  in  KiDg  .»treet,  Roxbury,  was 
considered.  No  objections  were  offered,  and  the 
matter  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Sewers. 

Car  Tracks  in  Columbus  Avenue.  The  petition 
ot  the  Highland  Railway  Company  for  location  of 
tracks  from  Shawmut  avenue,  through  Hammond 
park,  Tremont  and  Northampton  streets,  Colum- 
bus aveime,  Park  square  aod  Boylston  street,  to 
connect  with  present  tracks,  was  considered  on 
an  order  of  notice  for  a  hearing. 

Alderman  Prescott  presetted  the  petition  of 
H.  G.  Dillenback  and  723  others,  real  estate  own- 
ers and  residents  on  aod  ir>  the  vicinity  of  Colum- 
bus avenue,  in  aid  of  the  petition  of  the  Highland 
Railw  a v  Company. 

Thomas  W.  Clarke  appeared  for  the  railioad 
companv,  at  d  said  thev  desire  to  lay  there  tracks 
and  establish  a  Hoe  of  cars  connecting  through 
Shawmut  avauue  with  the  present  location  on 
Tremont  -treet,  and  asK  the  Board  to  prescribe 
mles  for  running  the  cars  that  would  be  the  least 
inconvenience  to  the  public.  It  is  desirable  to 
have  communication  from  Mt.  Pleasant,  Watren 
steet  ano  Dudley  street  to  the  Boston  &  Provi- 
oence  Railroad  depot,  and  the  "dead  stop"  on  the 
Boiton  &  Albany  Railroad,  at  the  crossing  of 
the  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad.  A  large 
number  of  citizens  west  of  Columbus  avenue 
need  better  transportation  to  the  business  part  of 
the  city.  It  is  a  settled  fact  that  good  transporta- 
tion facilitates  the  settling  up  ot  a  neighborhood. 
They  are  prepaied  to  establish  the  line  immedi- 
ately, or  as  soon  as  the  tracks  can  be  built.  A 
portion  of  the  cars  they  now  run  would  be  placed 
on  the  Shawmut-a venue  route,  and  thus  save  the 
encumbering  of  the  streets  down  town.  A  double 
track  in  the  centre  of  Columbus  avenue  will  leave 
thirty  feet  clear  way  on  each  side— as  much  space 
as  there  is  in  Washington  street  between 
Summer  and  Milk  streets— and  ther**  will  be 
room  enough  for  teams.  There  never  are 
any  jam*  or  crowding  oo  Columbus  aveoue.  The 
location  in  Hammond  park  to  Tremont  street  is 
asked  for  because  ot  tne  large  schooihouse  be- 
tween Camden  and  Northampton  streets;  all  the 
other  streets  are  quite  narrow  and  inconvenient. 
Hammond  par*  is  a  large,  wide  street,  and  though 
the  loute  is  more  expensive  to  the  company,  it  is 
less  daogerons  and  inconveuie.t  to  the  public. 

E.  S.  Br^wn  and  H.  D.  Hyde  appeared  for  the 
citizens  who  petition  10  aid  of  the  petition  for  the 
location.  Mr.  Brown  spoke  of  the  distiict  west  of 
Applcton  street  as  being  in  great  need  of  horse 
cars  at  present,  many  peisons  having  to  walk  half 
amilebefoie  reaching  one,  whether  to  Tremont 
or  Berkeley  street.  The  people  asked  for  horse 
caro  over  a  year  ago,  requesting  toe  Highldnd 
company  to  petilioo  for  the  location  in  Coluaiuus 
avenue;  ihey  got  up  the  petition,  but  another  one 
was  put  in  by  the  Metropolitan  Railroad,  aoii  the 
citizens  appeared  before  the  Committee  on  Paving 
to  show  that  they  need  horse-car  accommoda- 
tions. That  petition  waa  oot  grartec  When 
this  petition  was  first  got  up  it  was  rumored 
that  the  Board  believed  the  citizeus  fere  op- 
posed to  granting  it  because  of  the  position  of  the 
people,  and  the  petitioners  first  obtained  the  views 
of  the  people,  which  are  expressed  in  the  petition 
presented  by  Alderman  Prescott.  Tuey  ask  that 
the  petition  of  the  Highland  Railroai  be  granted. 
T>3is  petition  has  been  in  circulation  less  than  a 
mouth,  and  originated  in  what  the  people  ot  that 
territory  believe  to  be  a  lack  or  hoise-railaoad  ac- 
commodation. There  are  168  houses  on  Co- 
lumbus avenue  in  a  condition  to  be  oc- 
cupied, and  several  others  m  process  of 
construction;  of  which  forty  are  boarding  houses 
and  only  six  are  unoccupied;  and  this  petition 
represents  eighty  property  owners  and  several 
hundred  residents,  anrt  the  owner  of  neaily  eveiy 
vacant  lot  on  the  avenue.  This  is  a  complete  an- 
swer to  the  charge  that  the  people  on  Columbus 
avenve  do  not  desire  the  c«.rs.  Mr.  Brown  then 
referred  to  the  property  owners  on  the  territory 
west  of  Columbus  avenue,  the  valuation  of  which 
is  $3,500,000,  of  which  there  are  not  $200,000  op- 
posed to  the  petition.  He  hao  compiled 
data  from  the  directory,  South  End  Blue 
Book,  etc.,  showing  every  person  who  signed 
the     petition.      He"    knew   of     but     three    m."n 
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wbo  are  opposed  to  the  petition,  aad  only  about 
twenty  declined  to  sign  it.  More  than  half  the 
resiaents  ot  the  territory  ^asr  of  Columbus  ave- 
nue, including  parts  of  Dartmouth,  Clareudoo 
and  Chand'er  streets,  Pembroke  street,  New- 
ton street,  Rutland  and  Concord  squares,  and 
West  Chester  park  and  Springfield  street,  al- 
so favor  the  location ;  representing  $2,908,000, 
more  than  half  the  valuauon.  It  has  been  said 
that  tjae  people  of  Columbus  avenue  do  aot  favor 
horse  cars  on  that  street;  una  in  reply  he  said  the 
valuation  of  the  avenue  is  $2,855,700,  of  which  $1,- 
255,400  are  represented  by  the  signatures  on 
the  t.etition.  If  the  uncompleteo  houses  were 
included  it  would  be  muco  more  id  favor 
ot  the  petition.  Pug  the  tbree  localities 
together  ana  the  result  is  about  $6,716,- 
000  represented,  the  total  valuation  of  the 
entire  territory  being  $9,507,500.  In  other  words 
the  petition  represents  $6,700,000  out  of  $9,507,500, 
or  thirteen-nineteenths  of  the  taxable  property. 
This  estimate  is  en  real  estate  alone;  notoae  dol- 
lar of  personal  property  has  been  included. 
There  are  many  names  on  the  petition  repre- 
senting iarge  amounts  of  personal  property 
roughly  estimated  at  $35,000,000,  foi  both 
personal  and  real.  The  petition  does  n't 
begin  to  show  ail  the  people,  who  desire  horse 
cars;  many  in  toe  vicinity  did  not  sign  because 
f Mends  or  neighbois  did  not  desire  the  track 
there.  It  represents  only  those  who  are  not  afraid 
to  come  out  aud  say  tbey  want  horse  cars  in  order 
to  preserve  the  valuation  of  tneir  property.  Peo- 
ple will  not  come  to  buy  or  occupy  houses  wbei  e 
!  here  are  not  hoiss  cars.  One  lady  had  to  sell  her 
hou-e  there  because  there  sveie  no  cars  in 
which  her  music  pupils  could  come  to  her 
place  on  rainy  days.  Mr.  Brown  then  allud- 
ed to  the  decay  of  the  wood  pavement  on 
the  avenue,  aud  the  necessity  for  paving 
the  avenue  again  within  a  year,  and  con- 
tended that  by  granting  the  petition  the  city 
would  save  the  putting  down  of  5000  square  feet, 
or  $12,000,  in  paving  the  space  between  the  tracks. 
He  theu  answered  tbe  argumeots  that  the  avenue 
should  b»  left  for  pleasure-driving  purpose0,  al- 
luding to  the  keeping  of  rnoucted  police  to  pre- 
vent people  from  ariving  t"0  fast  there.  The 
tracks  will  leave  space  for  caniages  to  stand  bythe 
curb,  ano  room  for  two  carriages  ro  pass  between 
them  and  the  tracks.  It  is  said  that  if  any  cor- 
pora! ion  is  entitled  to  lav  a  track  there  it  is  tbe 
Metropolitan ;  but  it  is  shown  in  the  history  of  the 
latter  that  they  sbould  not  have  the  exclusive 
right  in  this  territory;  m  order  to  continue  a 
healthful  com petirion,  and  in  tbe  future  to  con- 
tinue that  competition,  alocation  could  be  granted 
the  Metropolitan  in  Huntington  avenue,  which  is 
soon  to  be  built  up.  Mr.  Brown  mentioned  the 
legal  provisions  that  one  company  may  use  anoth- 
er's track  when  a  location  is  obtained  in  Columbus 
avenue,  between  BerKeley  street  and  Park  square, 
and  the  right  of  the  Board  to  revoke  such  a  loca- 
tion at  any  lime,  arguing  that  this  or  any  other 
road  would  not  enter  upon  a  course  of  conduct 
which  would  render  them  liable  to  have  the  lo- 
cation revoked. 

Mr.  Biown  then  called  witnesses  for  the  peti- 
tioners, who  were  examined  by  Mr.  Hyde. 

F.  A.  Dewson,  lesiding  for  many  years  on  Hol- 
voke  street,  near  Columbus  avenue,  thought  the 
location  would  greatly  increase  the  valuation  of 
property  there.  Horse  cars  aie  greatly  needed 
for  the  convenience  of  residents,  who  often  com- 
plain of  the  lack  of  such  accommodations.  To 
taite  a  car  be  goes  down  to  the  aveoue,  across 
Canton  street  to  "Warren  avenue  and  'litmont 
street,  which  is  a  long  distance.  He  thought  the 
value  of  property  there  is  affected  by  the  ladies 
having  no  cars  to  go  down  town  in ;  and  this  ques- 
tion would  enter  very  seriously  into  aoy  arrange- 
ments he  might  make  now,  after  bis  five  years'  ex- 
peneace  on  the  avenue. 

Htnry  M.  Stan  wood,  living  at  corner  of  Spring- 
field street  and  Columbus  avenue,  did  not  suffer 
so  much  himself,  but  tbe  people  lower  down  do. 
He  bad  b*  en  opposed  to  it  for  seveial  years,  but 
changed  since  he  bad  talked  with  people  having 
cais  run  before  their  doors.  To  Mr.  A.  W.  Beard, 
a  remonstrant,  he  said  the  cars  should  run  every 
tea  minutes  to  be  of  any  accommodation,  and  at 
least  every  five  minutes  to  compensate  for  the 
disadvantages  of  having  the  track  there. 

Moody  Merrill,  president  of  the  Highland  Rail- 
wae  Company,  said  the  company  has  made  prepa- 
rations, in  case  the  location  is  granted  tonight,  to 
commence  layiog  the  trade  day  atter  tomoirow, 
and  have  it  finished  in  twenty  clays.    Dining  the 


winter  months  they  propose  to  run  cars  from  near 
the  junction  of  Shawmut  avenue  arid  Hammond 
park,  whete  a  large  number  of  people  will  be  ac- 
co  nmodated.  and  they  intend  to  run  a  car  ev6ry 
four  or  five  minutes.  In  the  spring  they  will 
have  a  new  line  of  twelve  elegant  cars,  of 
which  designs  have  already  been  made, 
and  will  run  then  tiom  the  office,  giving 
passengers  checks  to  and  fiom  their  branch 
lines  without  cost,  they  being  the  only  company 
in  the  city  \>bo  do  that.  H  more  than  a  five- 
minute  line  is  needed  to  accommodate  the  people 
they  will  put  on  more,  with  the  consent  of  the 
Board,  which  (hey  will  obtain  before  doing  so. 
There  is  a  great  desire  at  tbe  Highlands  for 
accommodations  to  reach  the  Providence  and 
Albany  railroads;  a  great  many  people  have  ex- 
pressed that  desire  since  tbe  petition  was  pur,  in. 
Tqis  will  allow  an  ea=y  transfer  to  the  Tremont- 
street  crossing  and  to  tbe  depot?.  When  the  peti- 
tion went  iu  be  dm  not  realize  the  great  accom- 
mooation  it  would  be  to  the  people  of  theHigh- 
lauos,  but  siuce  then  the  desire  had  been  very 
strongly  expressed. 

Joseph  H.  Well  man,  residing  on  Wellington 
street,  president  ot  the  Revere  Insurance  Com- 
pany, said  he  had  gieat  difficulty  in  going  up  aad 
down  town  and  especially  in  going  to  church  in 
Roxbu  y  on  Sunday.  His  wife  cannot  walk 
to  Tremont  street  in  bad  weather  and  does 
not  go  to  church  then;  but  she  would  if  the  cars 
ran  on  the  avenue.  There  is  much  fast  driving  on 
the  avenue  and  people  are  timid  about  allowing 
then  children  to  cross  it.  The  cars  would  tend  to 
check  the  fast  driving. 

Uriah  H.  Coffin,  10  Yarmouth  street,  builder, 
thought  the  cars  much  needed  in  tbe  avenue,  and 
that  (he  effect  would  be  to  iociease  the  value  of 
real  e«tate.  One  great  obstacle  in  selling  real 
estate  ther»  was  the  lack  of  horse  cars.  About 
the  first  question  asked  by  purchaser*  is  how  long 
will  it  be  before  a  railroad  will  be  put  there.  It 
will  be  both  for  the  accommodation  of  the  people 
oo  the  avenue  and  its  vicinity  and  for  the  benefit 
of  i  eal  estate. 

Sidney  Squires,  24  Holyoke  street,  agreed  with 
Mi.  Coffin's  statement.  He  found  the  lack  ot  cars 
a  gi  eat  inconvenience. 

Mr.  Hyde  said  he  would  not  trouble  the  Board 
to  call  fifty  more  witnesses  who  ate  ready  to  re- 
peat what  had  been  said. 

This  ended  the  evioence  for  the  petitioners. 

Calvin  A.  Richards,  president  of  the  Metropoli- 
tan Railroad,  said  be  did  not  appear  pxrticularly 
to  oppose  the  petition  to  run  cars  od  Columbus 
avenue,  except  on  general  terms.  The  weight  of 
evidence  is  that  the  public  want  horse  railroads, 
and  he  hoped  the  Board  would  remember  the 
eloquent  argument  that  every  woman  and  child 
wants  a  lailroad  to  go  by  their  door.  But  he 
would  speak  of  what  has  been  concealed  by  the 
lawyers.  This  "paradise"  wanting  cars  has  been 
referred  to  by  the  lawyers,  but  they  do  not  tell 
how  the  cars  are  to  get  there,  which  is  by  going 
over  the  propetty  ot  the  Metropolitan.  Every 
reason  why  the  Highland  road  was  organized  is 
answered  in  their  toad  today:  but  they  are  not 
satisfied;  they  <ee  a  large  coiporation  making 
money,  and  thinkif  they  bad  a  few  more  lines  they 
too  could  make  money  faster.  The  Highland  com- 
pany have  got  to  go  over  the  track  on  Tremont 
street  by  tbe  Lenox-street  scabies,  the  best  piece 
of  the  'Metropolitan  property,  and  come  down 
town  by  the  short  route  on  the  aveaue,  and  then 
again  on  the  track  of  the  Metropolitan  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  avenue,  in  Boylston  street  and 
Tremont  street.  Take  tbe  fact  that  this  route  will 
i  ciease  tweaty-fonr  cars  an  bout  on  Tietnoot 
sueet,  and  then  considei  the  injustice  of  caking 
the  Meti  opontan  tracks,  and  those  are  t<vo  cogent 
reasons  for  not  granting  the  petition.  The  cars 
will  not  be  taken  off,  for  railroads  do  not  take  off 
much  nowadays.  He  protested  against  further 
encroachments  upon  ths  Metropolitan  tracks,  for 
the  purpoae  of  profiting  another  corporation.  The 
Metropolitan  road  had  been  pressed  to  come  here 
for  this  very  location,  and  had  twice  been  re- 
buffed. He  was  much  obliged  for  the  suggestion 
that  in  the  future  tbe  Metropolitan  conld  ask  for 
a  location  in  Huntington  avenue,  which  i-i  now 
somewhere  in  a  desert,  with  no  house  on  it.  He 
would  not  remoustiate  against  the  Highland  Rail- 
road accom mod o ting  any  one;  but  keep  tliem  off 
the  Metropolitan  tracks,  from  which  the  stock- 
holders exoect  to  be  paid  the  dividends  on  their 
investment.  He  concluded  by  expressing  the  be- 
lief that  the  Board  din  not  want  twenty-four  more 
cars  down  town,  and  would  not  do  further  wrong 
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by  permitting-  more  encroachments  upoo  the 
rights  anrt  tracks  of  the  Metropolitan  tor  the  ben- 
efit o'  the  Highland. 

The  Chairman  read  the  remonstrances  of  C.  E. 
Fox  and  sixty  others,  Ow-n  Russell  and  eighty 
others,  iMartin  L.  Keith  ana  seventy  others,  A.  W. 
Beaid  and  seventy-five  others,  George  Myrick  and 
sixty  others,  owners  of  real  estate  on  the  avenue 
a  =  d  vicinity,  and  O.  H.  Haalon  and  o+hers,  own- 
ers of  pleasme-diiving  horses,  against  the  loca- 
tion of  car  tracks  on  the  avenue. 

The  renjonstrat  ces  of  citizens  were  then  heard. 

A.  W.  Bvard  saio  this  was  the  third  time  he  had 
appeared  in  opposition  to  a  car  track  in  Columbus 
avenue.  The  petition  that  v/as  presented  last 
year  by  the  Metropolitan  had  been 'turned  over  to 
them  by  the  Highland  road,  am*  the  same 
witnesses  appearel  then  and  today.  He  appeared 
as  a  resident  an  I  property  owner,  having  bought 
his  residence  becau-e  there  are  no  hjrse  cars 
there  and  because  he  could  have  those  accommo- 
dations without  the  nuisance  of  the  tracks  in  the 
streets,  ihe  remonstrants  represent  property 
owners,  he^ds  of  families  and  repteseatanve  citi- 
zens in  ihe  vicinity,  and  those  who  drive  in  ai  d 
out  of  the  citv  ev<-iy  day,  and  ihey  will  compare 
favorably  with  thefigutesof  valuation  givenbythe 
petitioners'  counsel.  The  disttnce  to  Tremont 
street  is  only  a  iew  minures'  walk.  The  beauty 
and  pleasure  of  tl  e  avenue  would  be  destroyed  by 
ttie  cars.  To  be  of  any  convenience  the  line  on 
that  avenue  should  be  a  short  one,  which  would 
necessitate  an  increas.-  in  the  stable  nuisance  at 
the  South  End.  Real  estate  had  decreased  in 
value  on  Tremont  street  as  well  as  on  the 
avenue.  He  had  no  doubt  the  cars  would 
check  fast  driving;  but  the  fast  driving 
is  the  fault  of  the  city  authoiities,  not 
the  residents  on  the  avenue.  Si  ce  he  came  into 
this  room  he  had  received  a  letter  from  one  of  the 
petitioners,  Dr.  O.  S.  Saunders,  511  Columbus  av- 
enue, which  he  read,  the  writer  saying  that  it  was 
stated  to  him  that  a  railroad  was  to  bs  located 
there,  and  as  the  only  choice  was  between  the 
Highland  and  Metropolitan,  ne  signed  the  peti- 
tion for  a  track;  it  would  damage  bis  property 
$10,000  and  he  was  opposed  to  a  track 
thert-,  and  desired  Mr.  Beard  to  set  him 
right  before  the  Board.  Mt.  Beard  said 
he  represented  five-sixths  of  the  people  there,  and 
they  believed  the  track  would  be  an  inconvenience 
and  disadvantage,  aud  he  asked  ths  Bo9rd  to  con- 
sider ths  rights  of  tnose  who  find  it  convenient  to 
use  the  avenue  going  in  and  out  of  rhe  city. 

Moses  Merrill,  residing  at  404  Columbus  avenue, 
said  he  carried  around  the  remonstrance,  and  was 
satisfied  to  get  one  name  to  represent  each  house, 
and  he  believed  thegieat  majority  of  the  resi- 
dents and  proi  erty  owners  oppose  the  location. 
He  denied  that  the  people  there  are  opposed  to 
public  improvement.  The  street  wiil  be  made 
noisy,  the  roadway  cut  up  and  the  only  quiet, 
pleasant  driveway  out  of  the  city  bt  made  a 
thoroughfare  for  car  travel.  He  contended 
that  it  was  time  to  restrain  the  railroads  from 
taking  possession  of  all  the  streets  of  the  city. 
The  many  owners  of  other  vehicles  who  use  it 
have  some  rights  which  the  railroads  should  be 
made  to  respect.  Tbepu'olic  convenience  »ili  be 
better  subserved  by  refusing  the  petition  than  by 
granting  it;  a  refusal  would  piomote  the  morality 
of  citizens,  by  preventing  the  profanity  which 
horse-car  tracks  always  eogender.  15  makes  no 
difference  what  corporation  has  the  location,  for 
when  a  track  is  laid  any  company's  cars 
may  be  allowed  to  run  over  it.  He  usually 
walked  to  his  business,  and  did  not  want 
the  temptation  to  ride;  aod  he  knew  of  manv 
more  who  oreferred  to  walk  down  town  for  their 
health.  The  owners  of  orivmg  vehicles  do  not 
appear,  because  of  respect  for  the  property  owners 
on  the  avenue,  and  not  desiring  to  appear  in  op- 
position to  the  wishes  of  resiit'-nts  there.  In  re- 
gard to  accidents,  he  contended  thatthey  were  not 
so  frequent  on  the  avenue,  with  no  csrs,  as  on 
Tremont  street  where  there  are.  He  reminded  the 
Board  that  many  on  the  avenue  who  signed  the 
petition  are  only  temporal v  residents  there;  he 
heard  of  eight  such  in  one  house.  He  protesteu 
in  behalf  of  ladies  and  invalids  on  the  avenue, 
of  owners  of  vehicles  usine- the  avenue  as  a  com- 
fortable ingress  and  egress  from  me  city.  To  Mr. 
Brown.  Mr.  Merrill  said,  fiom  one-half  to  two- 
thirds  of  ihe  permanent  residents  on  rhe  avenue 
are  opposed  to  the  track  tbe.e;  six  of  bis  neigh- 
bors signed  the  remonstrance.  Mr.  Merrill  an- 
swered several  questions  relative  to  the  number 
of  peisoos  who  signed  the  remonstrances  in  dif- 


ferent localities,  the  whole  number  on  the  avenue 
being  404.  He  thought  the  tracks  would  change 
the  nature  of  the  avenue;  the  cars  and  stores 
would  increase  the  value  of  property  tuare,  but 
unfit  the  place  for  quiet  residences. 

Charles  W.  Slack  said  he  lived  on  the  lower  part 
of  the  avenue,  where  they  are  opposed  to  the  cars 
being  located  there.  A  year  ago  when  the  ques- 
tion came  up,  and  a  choice  had  to  n*  made,  he 
preferred  the  Hig aland,  because  it  was  new  and 
neat,  a,od  it  was  that  road  which  had  maae  the 
Metropolitan  wha  it  is  today.  He  alluded 
to  the  quiet  on  the  avenue  in  the  even- 
ing, wonre  free  from  ""he  rumbling  of  car~  th"y 
go  to  bed  early,  and  ?leep  the  sleep  of  the 
faithful,  lo  tbe  moroing  they  are  awake  ted  at  a 
reasonable  hour  by  beer  wagons  atsd  oi  her  vehi- 
cles, but  the  people  are  not  disturbed.  In  the 
afternoon  ti'ere  is  a  constantly  moving  panorama 
in  the  vicinity,  which  it  is  a  pleasure  to  behold. 
He  alluded  to  the  opposition  to  a  location  in 
Boylston  street  some  years  ago,  which  had  oeen 
overcome,  o-  eluding  by  saying  that  if  there  was 
a  public  street  ic  which  horse  cars  should  i-ot  be 
located  it  is  Columbus  avenue. 

John  A.  Midway  moved  to  Columbus  avenue  six 
years  ago,  to  get  on  a  street,  where  there  are  no 
cars,  and  he  had  found  it  conducive  to  his  health 
and  pleasure.  He  had  six  of  the  rising  generation 
under  his  roof,  and  if  cars  are  put  there  he  would 
be  ffraid  of  their  being  injured.  At  the  Centen- 
nial the  panorama  presented  on  the  avenue  was 
the  wonder  and  admration  of  all  who  beheld  it. 
He  would  be  willing  to  sell  his  house  for  much 
less  than  its  present  valuation,  if  the  cars  are  al- 
lowed there. 

John  C.  Haynes  tad  lived  on  the  avenue  sis 
years,  and  neither  he  nor  his  family  had  evei 
fouud  any  lack  of  horse-c^r  accommodations;  he 
believed  five-sizths  ot  the  ladies  oppose  the  tracks 
being  laid  there.  The  place  would  be  less  desira- 
ble for  residences,  property  owners  would  sell  and 
boarding  house  keepers  would  take  their  places. 
It  is  peculiarly  au  avenue  for  residences;  it  cannot 
be  oevoted  to  business  purposes,  on  account  of 
restriction's  in  the  deeds.  So  long  as  business 
men  can  be  induced  to  reside  there,  the  chances 
for  the  sale  ot  property  will  be  better  than  if  the 
houses  ate  devoted  to  the  purposes  of  boarding 
bouses.  He  believed  in  horse  railroads,  but  peo- 
ple could  not  expert  to  be  more  than  reasonably 
accommodated.  With  Washington  and  Tremoot 
streets  and  Harrison  and  Shawmut  avenues  full 
of  tracks,  he  begged  the  Board  to  leave  Columbus 
avenue  uncovered. 

feumner  R.  Meac.  said  be  purchased  a  house  on 
the  avenue  a  year  ago  on  the  assurance  that  a 
track  would  not  be  laid  there  in  ten  yeais  at  least, 
and  if  a  track  is  laid  there  his  house  is  for  sale  the 
next  day  at  twenty  per  cent,  less  than  he  would 
take  now.  He  instanced  the  case  of  a  builder  who 
refused  to  gign  the  remonstrance,  but  whose 
family  were  very  much  opposed  to  the  cars,  and 
he  was  convinced  that  three-fourths  of  the  laoies 
oppose  them.  He  had  to  go  to  Tremont  street 
every  morning  to  do  his  marketing  or  some  other 
©mind 

Aaron  D.  Weld  said  he  came  to  protect  the 
farming  interests  of  Ward  17,  who  desire  a  free 
and  easy  road  to  come  into  and  go  out  of  the  ci.y. 
He  believed  the  taking  of  this  one  avenue  away 
would  be  a  great  injury  to  the  farming  people  of 
Ward  17.  He  believed  that  the  two  horse  rail- 
roads had  worked  together  to  get  a  track  on  the 
avenue.  Owners  of  vehicles  h^ve  to  submit  to 
inconvenience  and  loss  bv  accident,  on  account  of 
the  tracks  in  the  stieet,  and  they  wanted  one  ave- 
nue where  there  aie  no  tracks. 

J.  G.  Russell  ha  1  had  great  difficulty  in  Select- 
ing a  residence  on  account  of  the  l.orse  cars,  ai.ol 
had  finally  bought  on  Columbus  avenue,  but  had 
not  yet  moved  into  it,  and  if  the  location  ic  want- 
ed he  will  sell  the  house  for  $3000  less  than  he 
gave  for  it  in  July. 

This  ended  the  evidence  for  the  remonstrants. 

Mr.  Hyde,  in  closing  for  the  petitioners,  said 
that  tbirteen-niueteentbs  of  the  pi  operty  owners 
favor  this  petition.  He  believed  toat  five  hun- 
dred people  who  board  have  as  good  right  to  ac- 
one  person  who  owns  a  house. 
What  is  the  best  inteiest  of 
whole?  The  Metropolitan  road 
location  themselves,  and  dou't 
wantthe  Highland  to  have  ir.  The  petitioners  have 
come  in  aid  of  the  petition  of  the  Highland  road. 
There  always  will  be  remonstrances  against  any 
such  movement,  as  in  the  cas°  ot  Boylston  street; 
ana  in  Marlborougn  street,  which    has    lapidly 


commodatton  as 
•The   question  is, 
the  public  as  a 
cannot  have  the 
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grown  since  fhe  cars  went  ths.e.  All  the  gentle- 
men remonstrating;  today  reside  on  the  avenue; 
bat  noc  one  from  rhe  streets  in  the  vicinity; 
the  residpnt3  on  that  territory  have  some 
rights,  and  the  residents  on  the  avenue 
are  not  ths  only  ones  interested.  The  stable 
keepers  and  hackmen  naturally  oppose  horse  cars, 
for  thev  injure  their  business.  All  chat  the  out- 
of-town  gentlemen  can  get  of  wood  pavement  is 
3600  feet.  That  avenue  must  be  repaved  soon,  and 
he  ventured  to  say  that  it  would  not  be  done  with 
wood,  but  with  -rone,  and  the  pleasure  driving 
will  disappear.  If  wood  pavemeut  were  to  be  con- 
tinued, why  has  the  Board  laid  stoue  pavement  at 
this  end  of  the  avenue  below  Berkeley 
street?  Tue  Board  find  two -thirds  of  the 
people  wanting  the  cars,  and  one  -  third 
opposing  them;  the  fotmer  ask  only  one-tbird  of. 
the  street,  leaving  two-thirds  Sor  the  use  of  the 
one-third  aud  tb3  privilege  of  using  the  other 
third  of  the  streets — and  both  will  be  accommodat- 
ed. In  regard  to  tbe  crowding  of  Tiemont  stieet, 
he  contended  that  tbeis  are  many  cars  on  that 
street  now  wlii  h  are  not  needed  thet.e,  and  which 
the  Board  have  the  power  to  discontinue.  The 
Back  Bay  will  be  built  up  very  soon  and  the  peo- 
pls  there  will  have  to  be  accommodated  by  horse 
cars  to  Tremont  street,  and  the  sooner  tbe  Board 
shapes  its  action  to  that  end  tbe  better.  He  con- 
cluded by  rehearsitg  the  reasons  already  givan 
for  granting  the  petition. 

This  ended  the  heating. 

Alderman  Power  suggested  tbat  this  matter  had 
been  repeatedly  acted  on  by  the  Board,  and  mem- 
bers had  no  doubt  already  made  up  their  minds. 
H=  bad  voted  against  cars  on  that,  avenue,  and 
had  seen  no  reason  to  change  his  mind.  Tbe  peo- 
ple who  own  carriages  are  entitled  to  some  con- 
sideration, as  well  as  those  hving  on  the  side 
streets.  Property  would  not  bs  injured  by  tbe 
track  ther.. ,  but  unless  there  is  some  other  outlet 
for  teams  this  avenue  should  be  kept  clear  of  car 
tracks.  In  order  to  save  the  time  of  the  petition- 
ers, remonstrants  and  the  Board,  he  moved  that 
tbe  petitioners  have  leave  to  witao'raw. 

Aider  nan  Prescott  hoped  the  matter  would  take 
the  usual  course,  and  be  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Paving, after  this  long  hearing,  and 
the  strong  arguments  on  bo*h  rides.  Without 
desiring  co  express  an  opinion,  be  moved  as  a 
substitute  that  tbe  report  be  re.:ommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Paving. 

Alderman  Stebbins  suggested  tbat  the  object 
could  be  accomplished  by  a  recess  of  halt  an  hour 
and  then  tie  c^mmitcee  could  report,  which  is 
more  in  keeping  with  the  way  business  is  done. 

Alderman  Power  said  he  made  the  motion  mere- 
ly to  save  time.  He  had  consulted  the  other 
members  of  the  committee,  wto  had  heard  nolh- 
ing  to  change  then  minds. 

Aider  man  Burrage  thought  it  would  be  better 
to  delay  the  matter  for  half  an  hour,  and  not  de- 
cide it  so  abruptly. 

Alderman  Prescott  said  if  the  committee  bad 
reported  on  the  matter  this  afternoon  it  would  be 
different;  but  it  is  customary  to  recommit,  and  he 
hoped  full  time  would  be  giyeu  the  Board  to  con- 
sider the  matter,  as  there  is  no  emergency  for  im- 
mediate action. 

Alderman  Power  had  no  objections  to  a  post- 
ponement if  any  member  is  in  doubt  and  wants 
time  for  consideration;  but  he  supposed  all  the 
members  were  prepared  to  vote  then. 

Alderman  Quincy  thought  the  Board  had  a  tight 
to  bear  the  views  6f  the  committee,  as  expressed 
in  their  repott,  so  that  they  might  know  whether 
they  are  voting  with  or  against  the  committee. 
If  the  committee  have  made  up  their  minos,  he 
hoped  it  would  be  acted  on  this  evening. 

Alaerman  Woi'hington  'celieved  members  are 
ready  to  act  now,  though  he  would  l^ot  object  to 
a  postponement,  in  ccurtesy  to  tbe  petitioners. 

Alderman  Bigelow  ??ould  vote  for  a  recommit- 
tal if  it  is  understood  that  action  is  to  be  had  to- 
night.   He  had  ht-ard  no  new  aiguments  tonight. 

Alderman  Prescott  urgsd  that  the  matter  should 
come  up  in  proper  form,  and  not  have  a  rt-port 
made  in  thirtv  seconds  after  recommittal. 

Aldeitnavi  Power  said  there  wev,  numerous 
precedents  for  such  action,  and  no  one  would  at- 
tribute immediate  action  to  an  intention  to  snub 
tbe  petitioners.  He  opposed  the  recess  and  hoped 
tbe  question  would  be  taktn  now. 

The  order  was  recommitted— yeas  10,  nays  2;  Al- 
dermen O'Brien  and  Power  voting  nay. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbms,  a  recess  of 
half  an  hour  was  taken,  and  ths  Board  resumed 
its  session  at  8  P.  M. 


The  rule  was  suspended,  aud  Alderman  Power 
submitted  a  report  of  leave  to  witadraw  oa  th-  pe- 
tition of  the  Highland  Railway  Company  tor  the 
above-named  locaiion. 

Alderman  Prescott  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  report  was  accented— yeas  10,  nays  1; 
Alderman  Prescott  voting  nay. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pay  James  G-.  Leman  $840,  for  grade 
carnages  to  his  estate  on  Port  Hill.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  Roger  Druiy  $2000,  for  land  dam- 
ages o«j  Teiracs  street.    Passed. 

Report  and  order  for  the  erection  of  a  statue  of 
Josiah  Quincy  in  City  Hall  atea,  at  a  cost  not  ex- 
ceeding $18,000.  Order  amended,  on  motion  of 
Alderman  Pi  escort,  by  adding  ths  words,  "Said 
sum  to  be  paid  from  tbe  income  of  the  Pnilips- 
street  Fund,  held  by  rhe  Auditor  ot  Accounts," 
and  passed  as  amended.  Aldermen  Prescott, Big- 
elow and  WorthiDgton  .veie  appointed  on  said 
committee. 

Report  ?nd  order  to  annul  the  existing  contract 
betweeD  this  city  and  the  city  ot  Chailestown  for 
delivery  of  Mystic  yvate--  to  East  Boston  audDeer 
Island. 

Alderman  Buirage— Is  it  intended  to  furnish 
the  Mystic  water  to  East  Boston  again  ?  and,  if 
so,  how  can  it  be  done  if  this  cottractis  annulled? 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  don't  know  chat  I  am  au- 
thorized to  speak  for  toe.  future.  There  will  no 
doubt  be  an  abundant  supply  from  the  Cochituate 
service,  and  will  have  to  be  paid  for  the  same  as 
now.  Tbe  object  of  the  oider  is  to  enable  the  Col- 
lector to  credit  each  department  with  what  be- 
longs to  it.  For  instance,  if  East  Boston  is  sup- 
plied for  a  few  weeks  from  tb?  Mystic,  the  Mystic 
win  be  credited  by  it. 

Alderman  Bigelow— Does  the  same  difficulty 
continue  with  the  JViystic  as  when  the  change  was 
made  to  the  Cochi-uate? 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  do  not  think  there  is  the 
same  objection  to  the  quality  of  the  watpr  that 
there  was  last  spring.  Tu*  water  is  much  better 
now,  the  lake  being  full,  and  T  have  heard  no  com- 
plaint tor  some  time. 

Alderman  Harris— It  is  immaterial,  but  the  re- 
port convey.,  an  eironeous  impression  that  the 
Mystic  Water  Board  was  to  charge  tbe  city  of  Bos- 
ton the  same  rate  as  was  paid  by  the  citizens  of 
Boston.  That  is  true  so  far  as  it  goes ;  but,  never- 
theless, it  was  subject  to  a  veiy  large  discount, 
and  I  see  the  report  is  careful  not  to  say  anything 
about  that. 

Aldermau  Stebb'DS -lbs  lion's  shaie  of  the 
rates  for  East  Boston  is  credited  to  the  Mystic, 
and  tbe  amount  credited  to  the  Cochituate  is  very 
small.  Ot  $79,000  received,  $71,497  are  to  be  cred- 
ited to  the  Mystic,  and  only  $7800  is  to  be  credited 
to  the  Cocbicuate,  to  offset  the  interest  of  an  in- 
vestment of  $900,000  for  construction  and  tbe  an- 
nual expense  of  keeping  the  works  there  in  run- 
ning order.  The  amount  received  by  the  city  of 
Boston  under  .  this  contract  is  a  mere  tri- 
fle compared  with  the  cost  of  maintaining 
the  works  in  East  Boston.  It  was  always 
understood  to  be  a  contiact  in  which  Charlestown 
reaped  tbe  entire  benefit;  but  it  was  made  at  a 
time  wheu  water  must  be  had  at  any  price;  and 
it  was  by  means  of  this  large  price  that  the  Mys- 
tic Water  Board  were  enabled  to  make  a  very 
good  financial  showing,  and  without  which  there 
would  n't  be  so  much  surplus. 

Alderman  Harris— I  don't  care  to  continue  the 
discussion,  because  the  Mystic  water  is  now  the 
property  of  the  city;  and  whether  productive  or 
unproductive  the  city  has  the  benefit  of  it.  I  on- 
ly ro  e  to  show  tbat  the  repoi  t  conveys  an  erro- 
eous  imwession.  My  recollection  is  that  the  dis- 
ncount  allowed  is  something  like  thirty  per  cent, 
from  the  rates. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sant  down. 

Report  and  order  for  the  Mayor  to  apply  to  the 
next  Legislature  for  authority  for  the  City  Coun- 
cil to  regulate  and  control  the  introduction  of 
water  pipes  and   fixtures   in    buildings,    and  to 
icense  plumbers. 

Alderman  Powe<— I  believe  that  same  order 
came  before  thi'  Government  last  year,  and  while 
it  is  very  plausible,  I  think  it  is  susceptible  of  a 
good  deal  of  serious  consideration  before  you  put 
into  the  hand  of  any  boa,rd  the  power  to  my  who 
cau  or  cannot  have  tbe  privilege ,.of  doing  busi- 
ness in  Boston.  Every  plumber  who  cannot 
put  in  Cochituate  water  pipes  may  as  well 
Ieav<?.  I  cion't  know  that  there  is  any 
truth  in  the  complaints  made  against  the  License 
Commissioners,  or   whether  they  show  any  par- 
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tialiry  or  not;  but  gentlemen  can  see  how  ft  few- 
men  may  turn  a  man's  prospects  m  business.  If 
any  one  should  allow  personal  feelings  to  dictate 
his  action,  instead  of  the  public  good,  you  can 
see  that  it  i«  a  ve.y  serious  question  to  pass  upon. 
It  puts  ioto  the  hands  of  a  few  men  to  say 
who  shall  or  who  shall  not  carrv  on  tbe  plumb- 
ins  business  in  Boston.  This  same  order  was  be- 
fore the  Government  last  year  aud  was  defeated, 
I  think;  if  cot,  it  would  not  have  been  hbie  again 
this  ye  3  r.  On  it-  face  it  seems  a  very  proper 
thing  to  do  to  put  it  into  the  hand?  of  a  tew  gen- 
tlemen to  say  what  sort  of  water  fixtures  shall  go 
into  a  man's  house:  yet  if  that  power  is  used 
arbitrarily  or  with  bad  motives,  >  tspectable  and 
worthy  persons  tuay  be  depnved  of  their  business. 
I  don't  koow  whether  the  members  of  this  Board 
have  considered  that  point  or  not,  but  if  they  have 
not  I  think  they  had  bettei  look  very  seriously  at  it 
before  allowing  it  to  pass  this  Government.  They 
ought  to  know  what  responsibilities  they  are  put- 
ting into  the  bands  of  a  few  persoos.  I  opposed 
and  voted  against  it  before,  ar:d  I  shall  do  so  now, 
notwithstanding  thy  plausible  arguments  that 
may  oe  used  10  its  favor.  I  hope  the  order  will 
not  oass  at  the  present  time. 

Alderman  Stebbios— This  matter  vsas  biought  to 
the  attention  of  the  Committer  ou  Water  by  the 
"Water  Board  1  a  their  annual  report,  and  this  is 
the  third  year  it  has  been  presseo  to  the  attention 
of  the  City  Councd.  The  order  which  was  )  as-ed 
two  years  aco  by  the  Ci1v  Council  was  defeated 
by  what  we  may  term  the  enlightened  self-inter- 
est of  a  member  of  tins  Board  at  that  time.  Last 
year  the  Mayor  was  again  authorized  to  ottition  the 
Legislature,  and  an  act  was  passed,  butuu  lerit  no 
authority  can  be  exercised.  The  Water  Board 
again  bring  it  to  our  attention  and  ask  that  the 
authority  shall  be  exercised  by  the  City  Council 
and  not  *>y  them.  The  order  reads  for  the  "City 
Council  to  establish  such  rules  as  ma)  be  neces- 
sary," etc.  Now,  when  a  man  buys  a  house,  tire 
plumbing  is  all  of  a  cheap  kind,  and  the  first 
thing  is  the  fixtures  are  ill  out  of  oiv.er  and  neea 
changing,  as  was  the;  case  oo  the  Back  Bay  re- 
cently, where  the  inside  plastering  had  to  be  re- 
moved and  the  fixtuies  replaced.  It  is  simoly  in 
the  interest  of  the  public,  aud  to  secure  a  bettei 
class  of  work,  ft  is  not  io  the  interest  of  aDy  par- 
ticular patent  or  class  of  plumbeis.  The  Water 
Board  and  Water  Registrar  assure  the  committee 
that  no  trie'  ds  are  to  be  favored  and  no  particu- 
lar class  of  fixtuies  are  to  be  introduced;  they  de- 
sire to  see  that  the  fixtures  are  placed  io  the  prop- 
er position  and  protected.  All  the  firs r-c1  ass 
plumbers  desire  it,  so  that  the  work  shall  be  prop- 
erly done,  and  to  stop  a  cheap  class  of  work  which 
looks  well  at  first,  but  soon  gives  way  ana  causes 
a  larsre  waste  of  water  and  often  great  expense  to 
the  owner. 

Alderman  Power— If  it  is  designed  to  leave  the 
whole  power  in  the  bands  of  the  City  Council  I  am 
content  to  let  the  order  ;>ass. 

The  older  was  passed."  Sent  up 

Report  and  oider  io  authorize  the  Cochituate 
Water  Board  to  construct  section  No.  1  of  the  pro- 
posed Sudbury  River  couduit,  and  the  founda- 
tions of  the  dams  for  the  proposed  basins  "by 
days' labor  o  by  contracts  let  without  previous 
advertisement,"  as  may  b»  defined  best  for  the 
interest  of  the  city. 

Alderman  Worthina'toa— I  would  like  to  hear 
some  reason  for  departing  from  the  rule  to  adver- 
tise for  proposals  and  briug  the  work  into  compe- 
tition. If  there  are  good  reasons  for  such  a  De- 
parture, I  will  vote  for  the  order ;  if  not,  1  will  not. 

Aldsrman  Stebbins— The  reasons  given  by  the 
president  of  the  Water  Board  and  ths  City  Engi- 
neer at  the  hearing  before  the  committee,  were 
these:  A  portion  of  Section  1  of  the  coodu.it  runs 
under  the  Boston  &  Albany  Rail»oaci,  and  the 
work  will  require  the  greatest  care  in  con- 
struction. No  contractor,  however  large  may  be 
the  bonds  he  will  give,  would  bs  likely  to 
do  the  work  with  the  risk  of  some  accident  to 
some  of  toe  numerous  trains  which  pass  that 
point.  There  is  quite  a  long  distance  where  the 
conduit  passes  under  the  road,  whioh  will  have  to 
be  supported  in  some  way  for  the  trains  to  pass. 
Members  can  readily  see  that  through  the  cegli- 
gence  of  some  workmen  an  accident  may  oecur 
which  •  would  involve  the  city  in  a>  enormous 
expense.  The  committee  were  convinced 
from  the  statement  of  the  president  of 
the  Board  ana  the  City  Engineer,  toat  the 
best  interests  of  the  city  require  thai  ihis  work 
should  be  done  c.y  private  coutiact  or  day's  la- 
bor,   aud    supervised  by  the   Engineer  or  some 


competent  person  selected  by  him  to  see  that  no 
accident  shall  occur.  There  can  be  no  question  in 
regard  to  this  section.  The  other  part  relates  to 
the  foundations  of  the  dam.  It  appears  that  the 
Engineer  cannot  furnish  exact  data  by  which  bid- 
der.-can  estimate  on  the  work;  be  can  not  deter- 
mine wnat  will  be  the  depth  at  which  the  founda- 
tion walls  shall  be  laid.  Of  course  the  greater  the 
depth  the  greater  the  expense  of  placing  the  foun- 
dations. The  E;  gineer  is  confident  that  the  best 
interests  of  the  citv  lequire  that  this  work  should 
be  done  by  day's  labor,  supervised  by  acompetsnt 
engineer  "or  by  a  first-class  contractor,  who  shall 
understand  what  he  is  to  do,  ana  that  it  is  to  be 
done  io  the  most  thorough  manner.  Of  course 
the  work  lesU  ou  the  p  jmanence  of  the  founda- 
tions. There  ars  several  reliable  contractors  who 
will  be  asked  to  bid  for  this  work  privately;  but 
if  it  is  thrown  open  to  public  competition,  a 
large  number  of  contractors  will  bid.  Some 
of  thi  contractors  are  nor  responsible, 
and  it  would  he  very  hard  for  the 
Engineer  or  Water  Board  to  refuse  the  lowest  Did, 
even  though  they  may  feel  that  the  oidders  are 
not  the  persons. who  ought  to  be  trusted  to  build 
the  foundatioi  s  of  the  ieservoirs.  It  is  not  in- 
tended to  build  the  superstructure  in  this  way, 
but  simply  he  foundations.  The  Engineer  is  con- 
fident that  "cy  asking  the  best  contractors  to  bid 
privately  the  work  can  be  done  bettor  cbao  if  it 
is  thrown  upon  the  great  public  to  bid  upon. 
The  order  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  FOR  CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 
Certificate  of  election  of  Henry  L.  Richards  a3 
an  Overseer  of  the  Poor,  in  place  of  George  Cur- 
tis, cho'en  by  this  Board.  The  Board  proceeded 
to  an  eiectioc  Aldermen  Pre»cott  and  Harris 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  collect  and  count 
votes.  Thty  reported- 
Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

George  Curtis  had 8 

Henry  L.  Richards 4 

and  Mr.  Curtis  was  declared  elected,  in  non-con- 
currence.   Certificate  sent  down. 

Order  to  provide  additional  primary-school  ac- 
commodations in  Andrew  District.    Passed. 

MEMBERS  OF  MYSTIC  WATER  BOARD. 

Report  of  Committe0  on  Water  came  up  with 
an  order  for  said  committee  to  nominate  members 
of  the  Mystic  W*  ter  Board  to  fill  vacancies. 

Alderman  Power,  raised  the  point  whether  it 
would  not  be  bettei  to  postpone  this  matter  pend- 
ing the  proposed  change  in  the  management  of 
the  entire  department.  Nobody  has  fouod  any 
fault  with  the  management,  which  has  made  a 
satisfactory  financial  showing. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  the  committee  favor 
the  union  of  th>.  two  boards  into  the  Boston  Wa- 
ter Board,  but  that  failed  both  last  year  and  this, 
and  tnere  has  been  some  feeling  expressed  by 
members  of  the  Mvstic  board  that  they  have  not 
been  properly  recognized  bv  the  City  Govern- 
ment. The  re  are  four  vacancies,  tee  members 
holding  over,  aid  the  President  is  also  a  Fire  Com- 
missioner. It  is  the  opinion  of  gentleman  in  the 
Charlestown  District  that  thj  matter. has  been 
neglected.  The  members  of  that  board  will  feel 
better  if  their  position  is  recognized,  and  possibly 
may  take  more  interest  in  the  trust.  The  Water 
Com  mittee  have  no  feeling  in  the  matter,  though 
they  would  prefer  to  eee  the  two  boards  united. 

Alaerman  Burrage  thought  action  had  better  be 
deferred  at  present,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  re- 
ferred to  the  next  City  Government.  He  hoped 
to  seethe  two  boaids*  united  eventually,  „.na  io 
have  an  election  now  will  ooly  complicate  mat- 
ters. 

Alderman  Stebbins  saii  another  consideration 
is  that  tbe  Cochituate  Board  waited  to  see  if  the 
two  were  to  be  united  before  signing  the  con- 
tracts. It  is  a  question  whether  the  manaeemeot 
will  not  have  to  be  continued  under  the  same 
nance  in  order  to  enforce  the  petfoimance  of  the 
work. 

Alderman  Burrage— We  can  so  to  the  Legisla- 
ture. 

Alderman  Stebbins — That  is  true;  but  wc  trou- 
bls  rhe  Legislature  a  great  deal  now,  and  they 
don't  like  to  see  the  city  of  Boston  there  any  more 
than  other  coiporations  with  their  private  affaiis. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Burrage,  after  thr  sug- 
gestion of  Alclerman  Stebbios,  the  ordei  v,aslaid 
on  the  table. 
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DIVISION    OF  AVARDS. 

A  report  came  up,  with  ordinance  establishing 
a  nsvv  division  of  this  city  into  twenty-four  wards 
(City  Document  No.  105),  with  sundry  amend- 
ments taereto. 

The  questio  i  was  upon  concurrence. 

Alderman  Stebbius— 1«  it  the  intention  o£  the 
Committee  to  consider  tbis  matter  tonight  and  to 
have  ii  specially  assigned  ?  It  seems  to  me  that 
we  should  consider  it  at  a  special  meeting  some 
time  during  the  week. 

Aldennan  Quincy — So  far  as  I  am  concerned  I 
have  no  objection  to  actic.g  upon  the  amendments 
at  the  pies t-nt  time.  I  have  examined  (hem,  and 
I  do  not  oppose  them,  although  I  aaree  with  tae 
gentleman  from  Ward  1,  m  the  Council,  that  they 
first  put  certain  gentlemtn  back  with  cheir  friends. 
Certain  gentlemen  tsho  happen  to  have  influence 
at  Citv  Hall  requested  to  be  pur  baci  whb  their 
friends,  and  the  alteration-,  balancing  each  other, 
and  theie  being  no  lemonstrants,  I  shall  oot  ad- 
vise the  Board  co  ion-concur,  ^rd  I  cong/at- 
ulate  the  gentlemen  who  got  the  amend- 
ments. If  a  different  scheme  is  to  be 
offered,  here,  I  hope  the  Board  will  lake  time 
enough  to  consider  it  on  its  merits,  a.id  decide 
first,  thai  it  is  better  than  that  of  the  committee, 
which  I  think  gives  general  satisfaction,  although 
Iamnotbiicd  to  tie  fact  that  it  crea'e  local 
dissatisfaction,  and  w  hich  has  passed  the  other 
brj.nch  ;  and  then  decioe  whether  it  is  worth  while 
to  ameoo  it  and  -end  it  ba^k  to  the  other  branch, 
and  run  the  risk  of  having  no  division  of  the 
wards  tbis  year.  TJnleas  some  gentleman  does 
not  understand  the  amendments  which  have 
passed  the  other  branch  I  can  see  no  ob- 
iection  to  acting  upon  them  at  the  present  time. 
I  move  that  the  Board  concur  with  the  o>bei 
branch  in  the  amendments. 

At  the  request  of  Aldrman  Quincy  the  Chair- 
man read  the  repoit. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  move  that  the  ordinance  be 
read  by  its  trie,  and  I  should  like  to  ask  if  ihere 
is  any  objection  to  our  acting  this  evenine:  upon 
the  amendments  passed  by  the  other  branch?  If 
Aldsrinen  desiie  explanations,  ttie  committee  will 
give  them;  it  tney  desire  more  iuforntiatiou,  I 
have  do  objection  to  its  going  over. 

Alderman  Prescoft — At  this  late  hour,  1  hope 
the  Board  will  let  the  whole  matter  lie  over  till 
me  next  meeting,  that  further  time  may  be  given 
to  members  to  consider  the  subject,  and  that  we 
may  have  sufficient  time  at  the  next  meeting  to 
discuss  it.  Anticipating  tbat  some  changes  might 
be  made  in  tbe  report  by  tb&  other  branch,  I  do 
not  take  special  pa.ns  to  examine  the  Dlarj  until 
the  oi  her  branch  bad  acted  upon  it.  I  find  that 
they  have  substantially  adopted  the  plan  of  the 
committee,  by  which  are  made  veiy  areat  and 
radical  changes  in  the  ward  lines.  It  is  a  question 
in  my  mind  wheth-r  such  changes  are  required; 
whether  it  is  nor  best  to  preserve  our  forme  ward 
lines  more  iieaily  than  they  have  beeu  by  the  reuort 
of  ihs  committee  and  the  action  of  the  Common 
Council.  Some  parties,  who  have  had  experience 
in  the  former  division  of  v. aids  and  in  whom  I 
have  the  greatest  confidence,  have  suggested 
changes  thit,  with  the  1'mited  amount  of  time  I 
have  given  the  matter,  commend  themselves  to 
my  judgment.  I  should  like  further  timet)  con- 
sider the  subject,  which  is  oi_e  of  the  most  impor- 
tam  matters  that  has  come  before  the  Ci'.v 
Council  this  year.  I  think  theie  i*  a  deep  feeling 
in  some  wards  that  radical  changes  have  been 
made  without  any  necessity  for  th*=m  being  shown. 
I  think  it  can  i>e  shown  that  the  old  lines 
caa  be  more  nearly  retainer!  as  they  were  auo  the 
nnmbe:  of  voters  in  the  respective  wards  made 
more  nearly  equal  than  thev  are  bv  the  commit- 
tee's report.  I  believe  the  whole  subject  will 
afford  food  for  thought  and  leflection,  and  I  move 
that  further  consiaeratiou  of  it  be  specially  as- 
signed to  the  uext  regular  meeting  of  th*1  Board, 
at  5P.  M. 

Alderman  Stebbins— Next  Monday  is  the  day 
before  the  annual  State  election,  and  it  is  neces- 
sary that  ttrs  mork  shall  be  done  within  the  next 
teo  days.  The  registrars  want  to  begin  their  work 
on  the  day  afier  tht  State  election.  Ther* 
is  a  vast  amount  of  work  to  be  done  in 
getting  the  voting  lists  ready  for  the  new 
wards.  If  the  Aldemen  will  consent  to  come 
together  in  the  middle  of  the  week,  I 
thiuk  we  shall  be  able  to  acqu  in*  ourselves 
with  the  merits  of  the  amendments  and  perl  aps 
some  additional  changes  may  be  made.  Certainly 
the  gauoendmr nts  adopted  in  the  other  branch 
command    themselves  to    my   judgment.    I  have 


been  shown  another  plan  dun n a  the  day,  which 
looks  well  on  paper,  aod  if  the  figures  will  bear  it 
out,  it  certainly  will  be  bet'er  foi  the  central  por- 
tion of  the  city  than  that  of  the  committee. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  think  we  ouaiit  to  decide 
before  the  next  meptina;  of  the  othei  branch 
whether  we  shall  send  it  back  to  them  or  not,  and 
in  that  view  1  snail  support  the  suggestion  for  a 
special  meeting.  It  wi'l  save  a  good  deal  ot  time 
if  we  decide  whether  we  shall  ace  pt  substantial- 
ly what  thev  have  passed,  or  send  it  back  to  them 
with  further  aneidments.  In  that  view  I  hope 
the  Board,  will  come  together  again  and  give,  the 
subject,  two  or  three  hours'  consideration. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  am  tiecideu  ly  in  favor 
of  consid^riaa  the  matter  tonight.  We  are  all 
hers  together,  and  there  is  time  euouah  between 
this  an o  morning.  It  is  a  very  important  matter 
to  be  settled,  and  certainly  if  we  are  going  to 
meet  again  before  Thursday  night,  we  oiigot  as 
well  stay  here  no  v.  Members  of  this  Board  will 
be  engaged  on  committees  up  to  seven  o'clock 
every  evening.  For  myself,  1  am  entirely 
satisfied  with  the  report  as  made  bv  the 
committee.  I  think  they  have  do  e  won- 
derfully well  when  you'  consider  the  sub- 
ject committed  to  them.  There  is  no  objection 
to  the  amende  entsofferej  to  the  Highland  wards; 
it  was  not  tight  to  send  cettain  men  out  to  West 
Koxbusy,  and  the  amendments  made  by  the  other 
branch  are  iath-:r  *n  impiovemeot,  although  I 
should  have  consented  to  vote  lor  the  report  as 
mace.  In  regard  to  breaking  up  old  ward  lines, 
I  consider  that  a  decided  advantage.  Tcecit? 
has  been  run  a- 1  controlled  by  rmas  under  the 
old  wards,  aod  the  quicker  we  break  up  rings  in 
this  City  Government  the  quicker  u  e  shall  have  a 
government  run  upon  its  merits  and  not 
by  iings.  I  consider  the  establishment  of 
ne  v  ward  lines  one  of  the  greatest  ad- 
vantages of  the  coaimittee's  repoit.  I  know  there 
is  a  great  improvement  in  tbe  Highlands,  and  I 
believe  it  is  so  in  the  whole  city  of  Boston.  I  be- 
lieve-we  cannot  do  bectet  thau  to  pass  it  as  it  is. 
The  more  yon  look  into  it,  the  mor^  yoa  will  see 
the  advantages  ot  having  new  ward  lines  o:ice  in 
ten  years.  I  believe  we  shoulc  have  a  change 
once  in  five  years;  but  the  Legislature  says  once 
iii  ten,  and  now  let  us  have  it.  I  can  see  very 
great  advantages  in  having  the  Representatives 
coming  from  differet.t  sections  of  the  new 
ware's.  I  am  surprised  at  the  skill  aid 
judgment  exercised  bv  the  committee  in  making 
up  the  wards  as  they  have  done,  and  I  am  in  favor 
ot  concu  rung  with  the  Council,  so  that  the  people 
may  k&ow  what  is  to  be  done  at  the  municipal 
election,  which  is  vastly  more  impoitant  to  the 
citiz-ns  of  Boston  than  is  the  annual  State  elec- 
tion, tor  we  spend  a  gteat  deal  mote  money  and 
do  a  great  deal  more  business  than  the  Lhgisla- 
tii-edoes.  We  should  act  upon  the  matter  at 
ODce  and  for  the  best  intftesis  of  the  wa  ds. 

Alderman  Prescott— The  Alderman  has  spoken 
of  the  skill  and  judgment  of  the  cja  mittee  aod 
of  theii  having  done  the  vork  so  well.  1  don't 
kno?  hot,  after  thorough  investigation,  that  that 
maybe  the  opinion  or  this  Board;  but  I  want 
me-Tb'.us  to  take  time  and  see  to  it  th*t  the  work 
has  been  doue  well.  I  doo't  desire  to  find  fault 
with  the  emmittee;  I  kniw  it  is  impossible  to 
suit  all.  I  have  seen  no  suggestions  or  plan  that 
would  disturb  me,  and  if  there  was  such  a  one  1 
would  ee  the  last  to  sav  anything  about  it.  But 
there  ha<  been  a  serious  chautte  in  the  ward 
lir  es,  autl  the  litres  of  eeveraJ  wards  a  e  made 
very  irregular  without  any  teal  cruise.  I  believe  the 
voters  in  the  he?,rt  ot  the,  city  can  be  apportioned 
with  much  more  regular  wani  lines  than  is  pro- 
posed on  the  map  now  before  us.  It,  is  important 
that  this  matter  should  be  attended  to  as  soon  as 
possible;  but  it  i«  of  still  greater  importance  that 
we  assure  ourselves  beyond  a  doubt  that  this  work 
is  done  well.  I  have  £0  objection  to  a  special 
meeting  this  week  if  it  is  thought  desirable,  but, 
for  one,  I  should  like  more  time  than  I  have  had 
to  considei  the  subject. 

Alderman  Barrage— The  plan  ox  the  committee 
generallv  commends  itself  to  my  judgment,  and 
the  arncndinev. <"  made  m  the  Council  seem  to  bo 
generally  satisfactory.  I  have  no  fault  to  find 
with  the  anei  ilinents,  and  1  hope  the  Board  will 
vote  upon  them;  and  if  there  are  any  amend- 
ments <  nib  .dying  the  plan  which  has  oceu  icfer- 
red  to,  I  hope  they  will  be  offered  and  printed) 
aid  the  subject  laid  over  till  Thuisd ay  evening. 
I  hope  we  shall  have  an  opportunity  to  compare 
both  plans. 

Aldeiman   Quincy— If  the   motion  to  specially 
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assign  be  lost,  aod  the  amendments  be  concurred 
in,  I  will  renew +he  motion  to  specially  assign  to 
any  time  that  will  suit  the  convenience  of  the 
Board. 

Alderman  St^-bbms— I  wish  to  call  atteution  to 
an  error  in  Ward  18,  giving  the  boundary  by  the 
middle  of  Marcella  street  to  Washington  street, 
thenee  by  the  middle  of  Washington  street  to 
Seaver  street.  Now,  Seaver  streec  does  not  run 
through  from  Walnut  avenue  to  Washington 
street,  and  some  street  must  ue  named  to  take  the 
place  of  Townsend  streer,  as  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee. Whether  it  should  take  in  Egle  ton 
square  or  not,  I  don't  know.    This  amendment 

Eroviaes  that  the  line  shall  run  by  the  line  of 
eaver  street.  I  call  attention  to  the  fact  to  show 
that  there  mav  be  errors  in  the  report.  To  hurry 
it  through  tonight  would  hardly  be  the  thing. 

Alderman  Power— I  assure  gentlemen  who  are  so 
desirous  of  having  a  good,  long  night's  work,  that 
they  have  it  here  before  them  without  meddling 
with  this  question.  I  think  it  is  very  uureasooable 
to  expect  this  Board  to  take  up  this  matter  aad  act 
upon  aud  settle  it  tonight.  ,Ve  should  have  all 
tie  time  we  possibly  can,  as  much  as  a  week  at 
leasr.  I  have  not  looked  at  it  for  the  reason  sug- 
gested by  the  Alderman  from  Ward  9,  that  I  an- 
ticipated changes.  If  I  am  to  vote  on  if,  I  want 
to  know  what  I  am  voting  upon.  I  doa't  believe 
in  having  a  special  meeting  for  this  purpose. 
I  have  one  meeting  that"  will  take  all  day 
tomorrow,  aud  another  on  Wednesday,  and  the 
Paving  Committee  generally  meets  c  Thursday. 
We  ougl  t  to  have  a  whole  week  to  considei  the 
matter.  It  is  justly  considered  very  inroortaat, 
and  we  ought  to  n a ve  as  much  time  as  we  uossi- 
bly  can.  We  should  rectify  it  wherever  we  think 
it  is  wtong,  no  mact-r  what  the  consequences  are. 
We  have  many  matters  brought  up  here  with  the 
argument  toat  they  must  bt  done  at  a  certain 
time,  or  certain  consequences  will  follow.  No 
member  of  i be  Bo? rd  should  vote  on  this  matter 
unless  he  thinks  it  is  right.  I  hop?  the  matter 
will  lie  over  till  the  next  meeting. 

Alderman  Billow — I  trust  it  will  lie  over  ull 
the  next  meeting.  I  don't  teel  quite  compete.it  to 
vote  upon  it.  I  nave  n't  had  time  to  give  it  that 
careful  attention  that  I  believe  it  deserves. 

Alderman  Wonhina'ton— I  hope  we  shall  act  on 
the  amendments  first,  and  then  we  shall  have  so 
much  done.  The  Council  acted  wisely  by  first 
adopting  Wards  1  and  2.  Let  us  do  as  much.  Let 
ns  concur  in  the  amendments,  and  then  we  know 
where  we  are  going  to  start. 

Aldeiman  Quincy — I  must  vote  against  the  mo- 
tion to  specially  assign  for  the  next  meeting.  I  do 
not  wish' to  rush  it  thro-ieh  tonight,  and  lam  will- 
ing to  allow  time;  but  the  reporc  ha--,  given  gen- 
eral satisfaction— alt  bough  there  is  some  local  dis- 
satisfaction. I  shall  vote  against  actme  on  the 
whole  matttr  tonight,  but  I  shall  favo~  acting  on 
the  amendments.  I  think  we  should  take  some 
action  before  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  hardly  think  anything 
will  te  trained  by  a  special  meeting  on  Thursday, 
for  it  we  meet  at  throe,  four  or  five  o'clock  and 
maku  any  changes,  tbe  Council  would  not  be 
ready  to  act  upon  them,  but  woul  •  want  the  full 
report  before  them.  If  we  assign  it  to  the  next 
regular  meeting  we  can  examine  these  amend- 
ments and  act  advisedly.  We  should  have  full 
time  to  consider  iew  plans  that  have  been  sug- 
gested, some  of  which  I  consider  a  great  improve- 
ment on  that  of  the  committee. 

The  cuotioo  of  Alderman  Piescott  was  lost— 5 
for,  6  against. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  move  that  the  subject  be 
assigned  a  special  meeting  on  Wednesday 
evening  at  seven  o'clock. 

Alderman  Powe"— I  move  to  substitute  Thurs- 
day evening. 

Alderman  Quinry— I  hope  that  vill  not  prevail. 
I  do  not  expect  the  Council  to  consider  it  on  the 
evening  it  reaches  them,  ind  if  we  get  it  'cack  to 
them  ouTharsdav  we  shall  gain  one  week's  time. 

Alderman  Power— The  gentleman  put  it  an 
hour  earlier  on  Thursday  evening;  but  I  have  city 
business  to  attend  to  that  will  take  up  all  my 
time.  I  want  more  time  to  consioer  tbQ  subject. 
If  gentlemen  desire  to  deprive  me  of  the  privilege 
of  voting  upon  it  you  can  do  so,  I  have  had  a 
chance  to  look  at  the  general  plan,  but  I  know 
nothing  about  the  amendments.  It  is  pveposter- 
ous  to  undertake  to  settle  this  m  a  tew  days.  How 
did  tbe  Council  arrive  at  their  conclusion?  By 
consulting  with  the  people  in  the  different  wards. 
I  cannot  rely  upon  my  oira  judgment.  I  have 
been   approached  by  some   of    the    best    people 


in  Boston,  in  whom  I  have  good  reason  to  have 
confidence,  and  suggestions  have  been  ro&cte  of 
changes  that  I  want  time  to  consult  about.  No- 
body supposes  we  are  going  to  undertake  to  settle 
this  matter  in  a  day  or  two. 

Alderman  Wo  thinsrton—  I  am  prepared  to  vote 
now.  We  should  beeiu  and  go  as  far  as  we  can; 
then  if  an  Alderman  wants  information  in  regard 
to  a waid  let  him  ask  for  it.  It  is  a  great  work, 
and  let  us  begin  it,  and  not  postpone  the  whole 
thing  because  of  the  amendments  adopted. 

Alderman  Prescott  moved  to  assign  it  to  the 
next  regular  meeting  of  the  Board,  at  7  P.  M. 
Lo-t — 6  for,  6  agaiaat. 

Aider  mau  Power  withdrew  bis  motion. 

The  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy  prevailed,  and 
the  subject  was  specially  assigned  to  a  special 
meeting  on  Wednesday  evening  at  seven  o'clock — 
9  for,  2  against. 

JAIL    EXPENSES. 

A  requisition  was  received  from  the  Sheriff  for 
$1753.12  for  expenses  of  Suffolk  County  Jail  for 
October. 

Alderman  Worthington— It  has  been  customary 
to  pass  this  matter  without  reference  to  a  com- 
mittee ;  but  I  thmk  some  committee  of  this  Board 
should  look  into  it.  Itherefoie  move  that  it  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts. 

Alderman  Stebbins— What  oower  would  the 
committee  have  in  tbe  determination  of  the  mat- 
ter? 

Alderman  Worthington— The  power  of  telling 
us  wt ether  the  bills  were  correct  o.  not. 

The  Chairman  read  the  certificate  of  lhe  Auditor 
cf  Accounts  and  of  their  correctness,  which  is  ap- 
pendel  to  the  requisition. 

The  motion  to  refer  prevailed. 

LAND    DAMAGES,    ETC. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  tbe  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Board: 

Orders  to  pay  for  laud  damages  as  follows: 

David  Kingsley,  $242.06,  wideamg  of  Foster 
street,  Brighton,  in  1873,  upon  bis  paying  such 
betterments  as  have  been  assessed  to  his  estate 
for  said  widening. 

Fritza,  wife  of  H.  M.  Nelson,  $735,  widening  of 
Harrison  avenue. 

Beojamin  A.  Brown,  $275,  widening  of  Bowdoin 
street,  (includiog  grade  dartfages.) 

Severally  read  once. 

Order  to  pay  John  Learaard  $3262,  for  land  and 
grade  damage?  by  widening  of  Washington  street, 
Btighton,  in  1873,  and  repealing  the  order  of  this 
Board  of  July  19, 1875,  to  pay  John  Larnard  $3662 
for  said  widening.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  betterment  assessment  of  $90 
laid  upon  the  estate  ot  the  heirs  of  Thomac  Mont- 
gomery, 158  Summer  street,  tor  the  widening  of 
said  street,  by  an  order  ot  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  of  Dec.  14, 1874,  be  and  the  same 
hereby  is,  for  cause,  abated  in  full. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following  from 
tbe  Committee  on  Sewers: 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of 
James  Baker  for  abatement  of  assessment  for 
sewer  in  Bird  stteei,  Ward  16.    Accepted. 

Orders  of  notice  for  hearing  on  Monday  next  at 
four  o'clock  P.  M.  on  expediency  of  constructing 
sewers  in  Curtis  street,  West  Roxbury,  and  in 
Maynard  street.    Severally  pissed. 

Orders  for  the  c  instruction  of  sewers  as  follows: 
In  Terrace  street  and  in  New  Heath 'street,  from 
Terrace-and  Pynchon  streets;  in  Maywood  street; 
in  Clinton  street,  between  Commercial  street  and 
Allan,  ic  avenue.    Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  the  following  fiom 
tbe  Committee  on  faying. 

Report  in  lavor  of  granting  permit  ta  M. 
Ellis  &  Co.  to  move  wooden  building  from  Tuck- 
er's whaif  to  130  Medford  stieet,  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions and  upon  condition  that  the  street  shall 
not  be  occupied  by  the  builr.ing  lODger  than  one 
day  and  nighr. 

Alderman  Worthingtoa  inquired  what  was 
meact  by  "one  day  and  night." 

Alderman  Power  replied  that  it  was  a  clerical 
error,  and  that  "twenty-four  successive  hours" 
was  intended.  On  his  motion  the  words  "twenty- 
four  sue  essivv  hours"  were  substituted  for  "one 
day  and  night,"  and  the  report  as  amended  was 
accepted. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  John  Berghen 
the    sum    of   $1000,  for    sprinkling    portions   of 
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Brighton  avenue,  Western  avenue,  Harrison 
avenue,  Washugton  and  Market  streets,  Brighton, 
during  the  past  reason ;  said  sum  to  he  charged  to 
the  appropriAtiou  tor  Paving. 

Alderman  Power  explained  thac  the  paities 
went  ahead  early  in  the  season  and  co  otracted  for 
the  work,  which  had  since  been  done,  but  without 
toe  sanction  ot  the  committee,  who  favored  the 
paviop  of  one  third  the  expense  by  the  city,  As 
the  committee  were  willing  to  pay  this  amount 
early  in  the  sea.  on,  they  now -report  the  order. 

The  order  was  ie6.d  twi^e  end  passed. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of 
Daniel  Kennedy  et  al.,  for  wages  due  them  for 
paving  Atlantic  avenue  and  other  streets,  tor  'he 
reason  that  the  city  is  not  liable  for  the  debts  of 
the  contractor  who  paved  the  streets  i<amed  in 
the  petition.    Accepted. 

Oidtr  establishing  the  ;evised  grade  of  War- 
ren and  Maia  streets,  Thompson  square,  in 
Cha'  lestown,  as  shown  ou  a  plan  and  profile  in 
City  Suiveyor's  office,  dated  Oct.  7, 1875,  and  di- 
recting the  Supeiintendent  of  Streets  to  reset  the 
eogestones  oo  said  streets  accoioi  g  to  said  grade 
ana  reoave  a  portion  ot  the  roadway  and  sidewalk, 
at  an  estimated  cost  ot  $800.  Raad  twice  and 
passed 

Report  and  order  foi  the  grading  and  macada- 
mizi  og  ot  Dexter  street,  as  recently  laid  out  by 
the  Street  Commissioners,  from  Dorchester  ave- 
nue to  Ellery  street,  and  to  furnish  and  set  edge- 
stones  and  pavo  the  gutters.  Order  lead  twice 
and  passed. 

Ordtred,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  remove  the  tree  obstructing  the  side- 
walk in  front  of  the  estate  of  the  late-  Benjamin 
Hosley  on  Dorchester  avenue,  and  to  grade  and 
pave  said  sidewalk. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  and  orders  for  edgestones  and  brick 
sidewalks  in  front  of  estates  of  South  Boston 
Kailroad  Company  on  Sixth  street,  near  P  street; 
and  of  estates  oo  northerly  side  of  West  Chester 
paik,  west  of  Columbus  aveoue.  Orders  re  id 
twice  and  passed. 

Repoit  and  order  tor  edgestones  ia  front  of 
estate  of  S.  W„  Leonard  on  Neponset  »,venue, 
near  Mill  street.    Order  read  twice  anj  passed. 

Reports  and  ordeis  for  brick  sidewalks  in  front 
of  estates  of  Reubea  Greene  on.  Dale  street,  Rox- 
bury;  Donald  Kenaedy,  on  Waverley  street;  A. 
Folsom,  on  Longwood  avenue;  ou  the  westerly 
side  of  Lawrence  street,  iu  tne  rear  of  Chandler 
Street;  B.  P.  Palmer,  17  Brighton  street,  Charles- 
town;  David  H.  Blaney,  Meridian  street,  corner 
of  White  street;  ot  estates  Nos.  30  and  32  Parkei 
street,  Char  lestown.  Orders  read  twice  and 
passed. 

Report  and  order  that  the  City  Collector  abate 
the  assessment  of  $36.03  for  edgestones  and  side- 
walk against  the  estate  of  Mary  Bairv  On  Bolton 
street,  So  jth  Boston,  she  being  unable  to  pay  said 
assessment.    Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  that  the  City  Collector  abate 
the  assessment  ot  $13.05  tor  edgestones  against 
the  estate  of  John  Shannahan  on  Short  street, 
Ward  22,  the  neirs  of  said  estate  leing  unable  to 
pay  the  same.    Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Collector  he  directed  to 
abate  the  sum  of  $13.28  from  the  amount  assessed 
J.  P.  and  P.  L.  Converse  for  edgestones  in  Hano- 
ver avenue,  said  abatement  being  for  error  in 
measurement. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Worthinarton  submitted  reports  from 
thp  Co  nmittee  on  Health  on  the  pait  or  the  Board 
in  favor  of  granting  toe  following  petitions  for 
leave  to  occupy  stnblea:  John  Biennan,  ChurctJ 
street,  Ward  10;  John  McMonow,  Gibson  street, 
near  Brooke  street;  Moulton  &  Pearson,  628  Shaw- 
inut  avenue.    Severally  accepted. 

CLAIMS. 

Alderman  Wotthington  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Claims: 

Leave  to  Withdraw.  Reports  of  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petitions  of  Michael  Cairoll,  to  be  paid 
for  damages  to  his  estate  oo  Uoion  avenue,  Ward 
17,  by  the  breakiDg  of  a  culvert;  Standaid  Laun- 
dry Machine  Compauy  of  New  York,  to  be  paid 
for  infringement  ot  thetrpatents  by  ;ertain  agents 
of  the  city  of  Boston;  ami  John  A.Kemp  to  be 
compensated  for  damages  to  ois  estate  caused  by 
a  defective  sevter  in  Kemp  street.  Severally  ac- 
cepted.   Seat  o'own. 

Claim  Settled.  Report  on  petition  of  Mary 
Noonan  to  be  compensated  for  personal  injuries 


caused  by  defect  in  Federal-street  Bridge,  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  foliowiog: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Mary  Noojan,  in  compensation  for  personal  in- 
juries received  bv  her  ou  account  of  an  alleged 
defect  in  Federal-street  Bnage,  the  sum  of  $600, 
upon  her  giving  to  the  eitv  a  release  aim  dis- 
charge, satisfactory  to  the  City  Solicitor,  fro  n  all 
carnages,  ro-ts  and  expenses  incurred  by  hi-r  in 
coosequt-m  e  of  the  defective  condition  of  said 
bridge;  said  sum  To  0°  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Budges. 

Aide  man  Harris— I  denre  some  ex  lanation  of 
that  o'der.  Being  on  the  Committee  ou  Bridges,  I 
would  like  to  know  oo  v  we  have  been  negligent. 

Alderman  Worthington -It  is  a  Case  «*here  the 
city  was  very  seriously  at  fault.  It  seems  that  on 
the  6th  of  May,  as  a  wagon  on  which  the  petitioner 
was  seated  was  passing  over  the  bridge,  the  oraw 
became,  uuhitcued  anu  ran  oac  three  or  tour  feet 
—one  witness  testified  that  it  went  back  six  feet— 
letting  the  fore  wheels  drop  down  between  tne 
draw  and  the  bridge,  by  which  the  petitioner  was 
seriously  injured,  and  it  was  a  question  whether 
she  would  live  thr  ran h  her  subsequent  sick  aess. 
Fortunately,  *he  is  now  oetter,  ani  has  tonseuted 
to  settle  the  case  for  $600.  That  the  city  was  at 
fault  is  proved  by  the  supeiintendent  of  the 
bridge,  wno  testified  that  he  had  once  or  twice 
notified  the  Coma,ittee  ou  Bridges  that  the  catch 
that  beldtte  draw  iu  its  place  was  di-fecrive.  He 
had  mended  it  himself ,  but  this  time  it  sliuped 
from  the  bole  and  allowed  the  draw  to  separate 
from  the  bridge. 

Alderman  Rover— I  hope  that  order  will  lie 
over.  I  have  just  heard  whar  u  news  to  me.  As 
chairman  ot  thp  Committee  <n  Bridges,  I  have 
nev-r  rtceiv^d  any  such  notice  as  has  been  alluded 
to.  I  don't  knovy  but  some  other  member  of  the 
committee  may  have  received  such  notice. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  trust  the  older  will 
not  lie  over.  The.  settlement  is  a  favorable  one 
for  the  city.  The  wo  oj  an  has  not  yet  recovered, 
and  she  nee  s  her  money.  The  committee  feel 
that  they  have  made  a  fair  settlement.  If  the 
Board  waut  to  go  over  the  matter  anrt  know  more 
about  this  bridge,  I  will  oring  up  t  be  witnesses 
that  were  before  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Alderman  Power — If  it  was  the  sort  of  evidence 
that  has  oeen  ief erred  to,  I  think  it  had  better  lie 
over,  because,  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Bridges,  1  have  never  received  any  such  notice. 
I  would  like  to  see  that  Superintendent  who  aave 
me  the  notice. 

Alderman  Qaincy — I  can't  see  what  cifference 
it  would  make  whether  the  committee  were  noti- 
fied or  not.  The  bridge  was  opened  and  the  wo- 
man was  seriously  iajured  ;  whether  the  commit- 
tee got  the  notice  or  not,  does  n't  affect  the  liabil- 
ity ot  the  city  tor  the  damages. 

Aldeiman  O'B.ien— The  Committee  on  Claims 
had  tne  Superintendent,  his  assistants  and  seveial 
policemen  before  them,  all  of  whom  te  tififtd  to 
the  detect  m  the  bridge.  The  Superintendent  and 
his  assistants  states  that  they  h-d  notified  fhe 
proper  authorities  at  City  Hall— I  don't  know 
whether  it  was  tue  Commi.  tee  on  Bridges  or  some 
otbet  officials.  We  thought  it  was  a  very  gooa 
case  for  the  city  to  be  relieved  from.  The  woman 
was  in  rather  a. delicate  situatioa,  and  it  is  re- 
markable that  the  injury  was  not  mine  serious 
than  it  was.  We  found  that  it  was  about  as  rea- 
sonable a  claim  as  we  have  settled  this  year.  I  hope 
the  order  will  not  be  postponed,  because  in  debat- 
ing tuis  mattei  it  is  shovn  that  somebody  con- 
nected with  the  City  Government  is  very  much  to 
olama.  Itbiokit  had  better  "top  where  it  is,  as 
the  detect  b...s  been  lemediea. 

Alderman  Power— The  "proper  authority"  usu- 
ally notified  in  such  cases  is  the  City  .Engineer, 
who  looks  after  the  bridges;  and  I  am  inclined 
to  think  the  Alderman  is  mistaken  when  ne  «ays 
the  Committee  on  Bridges  were  notified.  Such 
being  rhe  case,  I  have  no  objection  to  the  passage 
ot  the  oroer. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed.  Pe.  t 
dowo. 

ARMORIES. 

Alderman  Wortl  inguui  olfeted  the  following 
from  the  Commi!  tee  on  Armories: 

Ordered,  That  the  allowance  of  $300  per  annum 
heretofore  paid  for  rent  of  headquarters  for  the 
Fifth  Regiment  of  Infantr>,  M.  V.  M.,  at  the 
Wavetley  House  be  discontinued  from  and  alter 
the  first  of  July,  A  I).,  1875,  auti  the  same  sum  oe 
allowed  foi  rent  of  headquarter*  for  .-aid  regiment 
at  No.  82  Main  street,  Charlestown,  beginning  on 
the  first  of  July,  A.  D.  1875,  and  continuing  until 
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otherwise  ordered ;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Armories. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

TREES  TO  BE  REMOVED. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  reports  frox  tbe 
Committee  oo  Common  on  the  part  of  the  Board, 
in  favor  of  granting  pe  (Bits  to  remove  trees  at 
the  expense  of  petitioners,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Grounds,  a-  follows : 
B.  F.  Stacey  et  al.,  corcer  of  High  and  Elm 
streets;  Joseph.  Coolidge  et  al.,  57  Forest  streft:  S. 
W.  Shattuck,  47  Charles  street;  Augustus  and 
William  Bacon,  13  and  15  Aubura  street;  Charles 
H.  Hovey,  4  Walnut  avenue.    Severally   -.ccepted. 

COMMERCIAL-POINT  BRIDGE. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  the  followiag,  from 
tbe  Committee  on  Bridges: 

Crdered,  That  the  sum  of  $5500  be  appropriated 
for  rebuiidiog  Commercial-Point  Bridge,  sa:d  sum 
to  be  transfeired  for  that  purpose  from  the  appro- 
priation for  Rebuilding  the  Daw  of  Metidian- 
street  Bridge. 

Read  twice  and  passed— yeas  12,  nays  0.  Sent 
down. 

PERMIT  FOR  STEAM  ENGINE. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines  in  favor  of  grantiog 
a  permit  to  Boston  Dyewood  and  Cnemical  Com- 
pany to  locate  two  st  am  engines  atwhaif  on  Bor- 
der street,  E.  st  Boston.    AccepteJ. 

FANEUIL  HALL. 

Alderman  Prescott  submitted  a  report  from  tbe 
Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall  io  favor  of  granting 
th°  use  of  said  ball  ro  Josiah  G.  Abbott  et  al.,  on 
Oct.  29,  for  a  political  p-eetina.    Accepted. 

PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 

Alderman  Prescott  submitted  the  folio ving 
from  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction : 

School  for  Special  Instruction..  Repoit  on  the 
order  in  relation  to  the  establisnment  of  a  school 
to  special  instruction  in  the  Dwight  District,  rec- 
ommending that  the  subject  be  referred  to  the 
School  Committee.  Accepter  auo  referred  ac- 
cordingly.   Sent  down. 

Sewing  in  the  Public  Schools.  The  Committee 
on  Public  Instruction,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
request  of  the  School  Comnpittee  that  the  City 
Council  would  establish  an  iudustnal  school  in 
connection  with  each  of  the  grammar  schools 
in  which  girls  are  taught,  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  instruction  in  sewing,  ana  to  whom  was 
also  referred  the  order  requesting  the  Mayor  to 
petition  tbe  General  Court  for  authority  to  ap- 
propriate money  for  the  purpose  of  teaching  the 
ait  of  sewing  in  the  public  school?,  having  care- 
fully considered  the  subject,  beg  leave  to  sub- 
mit the  following  report: 

At  a  very  early  oate  m  the  history  of  our  pub- 
lic schools  knitting  and  sewiag  veie  taught  by 
the  regular  teachers  to  the  female  pupils  in  tbe 
primary  schools;  but  the  present  svstem  of  em- 
ploying special  teachers  to  give  instruction  ia  the 
art  to  certain  classes  of  guls  in  the  grammar 
schools  was  first  introduced  in  1854,  under  an  or- 
der of  the  School  Committee.  No  question  as  to 
the  authority  of  the  committee  to  employ  teach- 
ers for  such  a  purpose  was  raised  until  the  present 
year,  when  an  older  was  passed  by  the  School 
Board,  requesting  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor 
upon  that  ooint.  A  copy  of  the  opinion  furnish- 
ed under  that  order  is  appended  hereto. 

It  will  be  observe  i  that  the  question  is  confined 
to  the  power  of  the  School  Committee  in  the 
■premises,  and  has  do  reference  to  tbe  powers  of 
the  City  Council.  There  have  been  numerous  de- 
cisions of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  Common- 
wealth defining  the  powers  of  the  School  Commit- 
tee and  also  tbe  eeneral  powers  of  cities  and 
towns  in  raising  and  expending  money  for  the 
support  of  public  schools,  and  an  examination  of 
those  decisions  shows  clearly  tbat,  unless  special 
authority  is  given  by  the  General  Court,  munici- 
pal corporations  or  tdeir  agents  have  no  power  to 
expend  the  public  funds  in  maintaining  schools 
which  are  designed  ftr  the  education  of  only  a 
portion  of  the  people.  The  ground  on  which  the 
legality  or  tbe  sewing  schools,  as  at  preseat  es- 
tablished, is  del  ended  is  that  of  "loug-establisbed 
and  well-approved  usage."  But  that  is  insuffi- 
cisnt.  In  stating  the  opinion  of  the  court  on  the 
question  of  appropriating  money  for  the  celebra- 
tion of  the  Fourth  of  July,  Judge  Bigelo*  said, 
"An  unlawful  expenditure  of  money  by  a  town 
cannot  be  rendered  valid  by  usage,  however  Jong 
eojtinued." 


By  ao  act  pa-sed  in  1872  (chapter  86),  it 
was  provided  that  the  City  Council  of  any 
city  might  establish  and  maintain  one  or 
more  lodustrial  schools,  and  raise  ana  appro- 
priate the  money  necessary  to  render  tliem 
efficient;  and  that  such  schools  when  estab- 
lished should  be  under  tbe  superintendence 
of  the  Board  of  School  Committee,  who  should 
employ  the  teachers,  prescribe  the  arts,  trades 
and  occupations  to  be  taught  in  such  schools,  and 
should  have  tbe  general  control  and  management 
©f  tbem.    Ihe  full  text  of  the  act  is  appenaed. 

Although  this  act  does  nor  appear  to  have  bad 
Bny  refereoce  to  the  establishment  of  sewing 
schools,  the  City  Solicitor  is  of  opinion  that  if  the 
City  Council  should  pass  an  order  establishing 
industrial  schools,  ano  should  make  a'  special  ap- 
propriation of  money  for  their  maintenance,  rhe 
School  Committee  could  employ  teachers  to  give 
instructioa  in  the  art  of  sewing  in  connection 
with  the  regular  course  of  instruction  in  the 
grammar  schools,  or  they  could,  within  tbe  means 
furnished  by  the  City  Council,  organize  special 
schools,  not  only  for  that  purpose,  but  for  the 
purpose  of  teaching  other  arts,  trades  and  occu- 
pations. But  instruction  under  the  industrial- 
schools  act  is  not  made  compulsorv  upon  the 
pupils,  as  in  the  case  of  other  branches  of  in- 
struction authorized  by  tbe  statutes;  and  in  this 
respect  it  fails  to  furnish  all  that  is  desned  in 
providing  a  course  of  instruction  in  sewing. 

Your  committee  were  impressed  by  tbe  evidence 
which  was  presented  to  them  as  to  the  value  and 
importance  of  the  work  perforn  ed  by  the  in- 
structors in  se<"ing;ai'o:  they  are  he^nilv  in  favor 
of  continuing  tbe  instructioa  substantially  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  present  system;  but  they  do 
not  think  it  wuld  be  advisable  to  do  so  under  ex- 
isting legislation.  If  special  authority  is  obtained, 
the  City  Council  will  not  be  ooliged  to  give  che 
School  Committee  such  large  powers  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  other  schools,  and  the  School  Commit- 
tee will  not  be  hampered  by  tne  provisions  of  the 
piesent  statute. 

Your  cornmiltee  would,  therefore,  recommend 
the  passage,  in  a  new  draft,  of  thp  order  to  peti- 
tion the  Legislature  for  a  special  act. 
For  the  committee, 

Charles  J.  Prescott,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  petition  the  General  Court,  at  its  next  session, 
for  the  passage  ot  an  act  authorizing  the  City 
Council  to  appropriate  money  for  the  purpose  ot 
giving  instruction  in  sewing  to  the  female  pupils 
connected  with  the  public  schools. 

In  School  Committee,  April  27, 1875. 

Ordered,  That  tbe  City  Solicitor  be  requested  to 
give  his  opinion  as  to  the  legal  right  of  this  Board 
to  employ  special  teachers  to  leach  the  arc  of 
sewing  in  the  public  schools  of  the  city. 

Attest:        Barnard  Capen,  Secretary. 

City  Solicitor's  Office,  > 

2  Pemberton  Square,       '> 

BOSTON,  May  18, 1875.  ) 

Sir — I  have  to  say  in  reply  to  the  question  pro. 
posed  to  me  by  an  order  of  the  School  Committee, 
adopted  ontht  27th  ult.,  that  in  my  opinion  it  is 
not  competent  for  the  Board  to  employ  special 
teachers  to  teach  the  art  of  sewing  iu  the  public 
schools.  If  this  might  be  done,  instructors  may  be 
apooioted  to  teach  all  branches  of  industry.  A 
statute  was  passed  io  the  vear  1862  authorizing 
the  teaching  of  agriculture  by  lectures,  or  other- 
wise, in  the  public  schools  in  which  tbe  School 
Committee  deem  it  expedient;  thus  implying  tbac 
legislative  permission  was  necessary  to  its  intro- 
duction. Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  Healy. 
Hon.  Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Piesident  of  the  School 

Committee. 

[1872,  c.  86.] 

An  Act  to  authorize  Cities  iod  Towns  to  establish 

Industrial  Schools. 

The  City  Council  of  any  city  and  any  town  may 
establish  and  maintain  one  or  more  industrial 
schools  and  raise  and  appropriate  the  money 
necessary  to  render  tbem  efficient.  Such  schools 
shall  be  under  the  superintendence  of  the  Board 
of  School  Committee  of  tbe  cty  or  town  wherein 
they  are  established,  and  such  board  rball  employ 
tbe  teachers,  prescribe  the  arts,  trades  and  occu- 
pations to  be  taught  in  such  schools,  and  shall 
have  the  general  control  and  managementthereof : 
provided,  that  in  no  case  shall  the  expeuse  of  any 
such  school  exceed  tbe  appropriation  specifically 
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made  therefor;  and  provided,  that  nothing  in  this 
act  contained  shall  authorize  the  School  Commit- 
tee of  any  city  or  town  to  compel  any  scholar  to 
study  auy  trade,  art  or  occupation  without  the 
consent  of  the  parent  or  guardian  of  such  scholar, 
ana  that  attendance  upon  any  such  school  shall 
not  take  the  place  of  tbe  attendance  upon  public 
schools  required  by  law. 

LICENSES. 

Alderm&a  Bigelow  submitted  reports  and  or- 
ders from   the  Committee  oi  Licenses, as  follows : 

Intelligence  Offices  Licenced— C.  W.  Hall,  32% 
Harvard  street ;  J.;S.  Starrett,  28  Sudbury  street 
(transfer  from  Ceorge  H.  Baob). 

Auctioneer  Licensed— H.  T.  Litchfield, .  629 
Washington  street. 

Bowling  Alley  Licensed^Humpbrey  Sullivan, 
River  streer,  Ward  16. 

Dealers  in  Second- band  Articles  Licensed — John 
Fitzgsrald  &  Son,  275  Federal  street  (transfer 
from  Stephen  A.  O'Rourke). 

Billiard  License  Granted — Leverono  Domenico, 
117  North  street;  Edward  Pearson, 712  Washington 
street. 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted— J.  Adams  &  Co.,  At- 
lantic avenue,  near  Commercial  street;  James 
Buckley,  Bartlett  place. 

Wagon  License  Refused— J.  B.  Morris,  32  Fan- 
euil  Hall  square. 

Minors'  Applications  Granteii— Six  newsboys. 

Severally  accepted. 

Ordered,  Tint  the  license  heretofore  granted  to 
Thomas  F.  O'Neil  to  deal  in  second-band  articles 
at  No.  115  South  street  be  revoked  for  cause. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  tbe  license  to  keep  an  intelli- 
gence office  at  751  Washington  street,  now  held  by 
William  E.  Emery,  be  revoked  for  cause. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted— CO.  Gott,  to  ex- 
hibit ibe  Cardiff  GiaDt  at  11  Hanover  street; 
Thomas  F.Drohao,  to  give  a  variety  exhibition  at 
John  A.  Andrew  Hall,  Nov.  5;  T.  H.  Plumrcer, 
Boylston  Museum. 

Alderman  Burrage— What  is  the  Cardiff  Giant? 
Is  it  a  humbug,  or  something  real? 

Alderman  Bigelow— I  believe  it  is  a  real  hum- 
bug. 

Alderman  Burrage — Then  I  hope  tbe  Board  will 
not  grant  the  license. 

Alderman  Bigelow— I  don't  think  there  is  any 
objection  to  grai  ting  the  license.  It  is  the  same 
statue  that  was  here  eome  years  ago. 

AldPrmai  Burrage— If  it  is  wbat  it  purports  to 


be  we  should  grant  the  license;  if  not,  we  should 
not. 

Alderman  Bigelow— It  is  the  same  large  stone 
sratue  that  was  here  some  years  ago.  I  saw  it 
tben.  There  was  a  question  then  whether  it  was 
genuine  antique  or  modern  antique,  and  I  don't 
know  wbether  tbe  question  has  been  settled.  At 
all  events  the  man  has  brought  it  here  again  and 
has  asked  for  a  license  to  exhibit  it. 

Aldetman  Burrage— There  may  be  no  harm  in 
lettiog  tbe  public  investigate  for  themselves. 

Alderman  Quiacy—  It  is  a  plain  case  wbere  "you 
pays  your  money  and  you  takes  your  cboice."  Let 
tbe  public  have  ao  opportunity  to  oecide  whether 
it  is  a  giant  oi  a  statue. 

Alderman  Worthingtoo—  It  is  a  question  wheth- 
er we  ^hall  permit  the  public  to  be  humbugged  or 
not.  A  full  bistory  and  description  of  the  statue, 
givirg  its  origin  and  the  place  where  the  plaster 
and  composition  were  taken  from,  has  recently 
been  published  in  one  of  our  magazines.  Shall 
we  permit  a  humbug  to  go  on  with  tbe  sanc- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  allow 
tbe  supposition  to  go  abroad  that  it  is  a 
genuine  .thing?  If  tbe  Alderman  reports 
that  it  is  a  real,  genuine  humbug,  and  that  leport 
goes  out  to  the  world,  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
license;  but  if  tbe  impression  is  to  go  out  that  it 
is  the  genuine  statue  of  an  ancient  giant,  I  ob- 
ject. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  believe  that  a  certain  por- 
tion of  the  community  like  to  be  humbugged,  and 
if  this  is  a,  real  humoug  this  discussion  will  be  a 
good  advertisement  font. 

Alderman  Power— I  think  the  Alderman  from 
the  Highlands  has  n't  got  the  right  idea.  A  man 
has  the  right  to  christen  bis  child  as  he  pleases.  If 
a  man  chooses  to  call  a  block  of  stone  the  Cardiff 
Giant  I  don't  know  that  we  have  any  right  to  in- 
terfere. 

The  reports  were  accepted. 

BILL  TO  BE  ALLOWED. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,   That    the    bill  of     Knox  &  Angier, 
amounting  to  $150,  for  materials  furnished  tbe 
water  works,  be  allowed  for  payment  by  the  Audi- 
tor of  Accounts. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

CONSTABLES'  BONDS. 

Alderman  Stebbins  presented  the  bonds  of 
Charles  E.  Townsend  and  eight  others,  constables, 
which,  ben  g  duly  certified,  were,  on  bis  motion, 
approved  by  the  Board. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins  the  Board 
adjourned. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

OCTOBER    27,    1875. 


Specia  meeting  at  seven  o'clock  P.  M.,  bv  vote 
ot  the  last  regular  meeting,  Alderman  Claik, 
Chairman,  presiding. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Petitions  of  S.  & 
D.  Richards,  for  leave  to  move  three  wooden 
buildings  from  393  Bedford  street  to  Beach  street, 
"Ward  22. 

Park  Barnes  and  over  200  others,  that  the  tracks 
of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  in  Bowdoin,  Han- 
cock ana  Boston  streets  in  Ward  16  be  removed, 
as  they  are  no  longer  used  by  said  corporation. 

COUNTY  ACCOUNTS. 

Alderman  Siebbins  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  County  Accou:ts,  that  they  had  ex- 
amined the  requisition  of  the  Sheriff  of  Suffolk 
County  for  $1753.12  ineutred  in  the  maintenance 
and  keeping  of  the  jail  for  the  present  mouth,  aad 
recommending  that  the'same  be  allowed  and  paid. 
Repot  t  accepted  and  said  reauisition  approved 
and  ordered  paid. 

DIVISION  OF  WARDS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy,  the  Board  cook 
up  the  s>oecial  assignment,  viz.,  repoit  and  ordi- 
nance for  a  new  division  of  thr  wards.  (City  Doc. 
105),  with  sundry  aaecdments  thereto. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  had  proposed,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, to  call  for  a  consideration  of  this  ordinal  ce 
seciion  by  section,  meeting  such  proposed  amend- 
ments as  are  ready  to  be  offered  when  ihey  come. 
On  reflection  I  have  decided  that  the  true  course 
is  to  take  the  bull  ar.  once  by  the  boms  and  test 
the  animal's  strength  rather  than  to  end.avorto 
dodge,  avoid  or  postpone  his  attack.  If  there  has 
been  prepared  in  substance  a  plan  which,  in  view 
of  the  whole  situation,  the  Board  shall  decide 
ought  to  oe  substituted  for  an  importaut  part  of 
the  committee's  work,  then  far  be  it,  from  me  in  a 
matter  of  this  importance  to  ask  the  Board  to 
adopt  trie  latter,  because  the  former  may  happen 
from  any  cause  to  be  not  yet  in  shape  to  be  acted 
on.  I  will  endeavor  to  present  as  briefly  as  may  be 
the  views  which  I  think  should  De  taken  on  the 
question  of  substitution  at  the  present  time,  should 
the  Board  decide  to  take  oefinite  action  now.  I 
shall  not  oppose  any  motion  for  further  time,  if 
in  the  judgment  of  the  Board  it  is  oesiraDle.  This 
report  was  made  Oct.  7,  and  printed  in  all  the 
papers  next  morning.  After  a  week  it  made  its 
gppearance  as  a  cHy  document,  aad  after  another 
week  was  acted  upon.  During  the  fortnight  that 
it  was  in  print  certain  discontented  gentlemen  in 
the  exterior  wards  made  up  their  mindswbat  tbey 
wanted.  They  asked  the  chairmao  on  the  part  of 
the  Council,  who,  by  the  way,  was  continually  an- 
swering such  questions,  what  would  be  the  effect 
of  certain  changes.  Ihey  decided  that  they 
wanted  chose  changes,  and  three  petitions  came 
in  asking  for  them.  As  they  balauced  each  other 
very  nearly,  did  not  distuib  the  geneml  pUu,  and 
as  ljobody  objected,  they  got  them  with  very  little 
trouble.  But  the  discontented  gentlemen  from 
Ward  6  did  not  yet  know  what  they  wantea.  A 
motion  that  the  committee  furnish  map-,  tor  th 3 
use  of  the  Council  had  bseu  tabled,  and  they  con- 
tented themselves  with  general  opposition.  Had 
they,  like  the  malcontents  in  the  outer  wards,  de- 
vised any  simole  scheme  for  rejoining  their  politi- 
cal frrei'ids,  they  might  have  been  successfal; 
and  I  have  yet  to  learn  that  they  ap ill ed  torard 
were  refused  access  to  the  map  m  the  possession 
of  the  chairman  on  the  part  of  the  Council.  Ttiey 
now  present,  after  the  matte i  has  passed  their 
branch,  a  scheme  not  for  a  simple  compensated 
change  between  two  wards,  but  an  entirely 
new  plan  tor  the  lines  ot  the  seven  city 
wards,  which  they  claim  to  be  an  improve- 
ment on  the  committee's  division.  Now, 
mv  point  is  simplv  this:  If,  after  careful 
study,  the  Board  aie  of  the  opinion  that  the  com- 
mittee's division  is  in  itself  a  bad  one,  it  is  un- 
doubtedly their  duty  to  try  whethsr  the  other 
branch  cannot  be  induced  :o  accept  so cueth in g 
better.  But  it,  on  the  other  hand,  the  commit- 
tee's division  is  agreed  to  be  a  fairly  good  one, 
then  it  should  be  only  a   most   unmistakable  su- 


periority in  another  which  should  induce  this 
Board  to  make  the  substitution,  at  th«risk,  should 
the  other  branch  non-concur,  of  defeating  or  even 
delaying  to  the  last  moment  the  division  in  the 
present  year.  For  so  far  as  heard  fiom  *e  are 
certaitrly  justified  m  assuming  that  of  the 
seven  wards  .which  it  is  proposed  to  re- 
divide  six  and  three-quarters  are  content 
witn  the  committee's  division.  Sooie  gentle- 
men, I  happen  to  koow,  of  both  political 
parties,  are  more  than  content — they  like  it  and 
they  think  thev  have  got  it.  Now  will  they  do 
likely  to  influence  their  representatives  to  g've  up 
what  they  like— what  they  think  they  have  got  ana 
what  is  agreed  to  be  fairly  good,  because  a  small 
coterie  ot  gentlemen  in  Ward  6  have  found  some- 
thing better,  which  also  restores  them  to  their  po- 
litical friends?  Wil  it  oe  easy  to  persuade  tbem 
that  it  is  better;  and  should  it  doi  be  veiy  much 
indeed  better  to  justify  this  Board  at  the  present 
time  iu  incurring  all  the  risk  of  delay  and  pos- 
sible failure  in  order  to  obtain  it?  An  argu- 
ment which  Las  been  veiy  strougly  p'essed  in 
private,  and  which  I  am  willing  to  take  the  respon- 
sibility of  aiiswering  in  public,  has  been  this: 
Your  lines  are  not  drawn  in  the  interest  of  good 
municipal  government,  while  ours  are.  If  it  is 
meant  that  our  lines  are  drawn  vti'.b  a  disiegard 
of  »ealtb,  color,  politics  or  previous  nationality 
ot  the  voters,  it  is  so  stated  in  the  report.  If  it  is 
meant  that  our  lines  favor  one  political  party's 
supremacy  rather  than  another's,  we  can  only 
say  that  no  such  result  was  contemplated,  nor  do 
we  yet  believe  chat  ;t  has  been  effected.  If  it  is 
meant  (a  suggestion  which  I  heard  yesierdav  tor 
the  first  time)  that  Our  colored  citizens  may  be 
enabled  to  send  representatives  of  their  own 
race  to  Citv  Hall,  gentlemen  will  judge  for 
themselves  whether  and  how  much  this  conse- 
quence is  to  be  deprecated.  If  it  is  meant  that 
gentleuen  of  position, intelligence,  high  principle 
and  education,  accustomed  to  act  together  and 
control  certain  d^tricts,  may  now  be  separated 
and  find  tbemsei yes  for  the  time  in  minorities, 
this  is  undeniably  true.  That,  taking  large  and 
comprehensive  views,  such  change  is  Decessaiily 
in  the  direction  of  bad  government,  I  f  >r  one  do 
not  admit.  More  good  is  sometimes  effected  by 
diffusing  a  leaver;  througo  rhe  whole  lump  than  by 
concentrating  iu  order  co  carry  certain  districts, 
leaving  others  hopelessly  bad.  Active  minontie?, 
if  of  the  better  element,  exert  a  powerful  influ- 
ence tor  good,  and  such  an  occasional  shaking  up, 
if  I  may  use  such  a  simile,  as  destroys  the  old  and 
allows  the  formation  of  new  political  crystalliza- 
tions, is  by  no  means  an  evil,  though  I  am  aware 
that  this  is  hard  to  be  realized  by  gentle- 
men who  thick  that  they  see  power  which 
tnev  know  that  tbey  have  exercised  in  behalf 
of  good  government,  slipping  awav  from  them. 
To  those  who  a  e  so  excited  by  such  prospect  as 
to  prophesy  that  the  proposed  changes  will  go 
tar  to  inaugurate  a  rei&n  of  corruption,  compara- 
ble only  to  that  of  Tweed  in  Neiv  York,  I  hardly 
think  that  it  is  nece^saiy  to  pay  much  attention. 
If  I  have  shown  that  the  proposed  substitute  is 
not  necessarily  an  improvement,  because  it  ad- 
heres more  closely  to  old  lines,  it  remains  to  con- 
sider fthat  weight  should  be  attached  to  its  greater 
regularity  or  symmetry  of  appearance  upon  the 
map.  It 'should  be  remembered  th*t  ward  lines 
are  not  tangible  arid  teal  like  those  ot  a  park,  a 
pond  or  a  building.  They  are  imaginary  only,  and 
serve  to  indicate  to  certain  voters  where  and 
with  -  hom  thev  shall  exercise  their  political 
rights.  If  local  interests  in  our  city  were  natrow 
and  sharply  defined  —  clearly  different,  for  in- 
stance, in  one  small  district  from  its  immediately 
surrounding  neighbors— then  a  different  elern^rat 
would  present  itself  for  coosideration.  But  if,  as 
I  claim,  the  difference  of  'ocal  icterest^is  contired 
to  large  sections,  the  fact  that  smaller  subdivi- 
sions are  made  with  greater  or  less  reguladty  up- 
on the  mao,  provided  that  they  con  tain  as  nearly 
as  mav  be  an  equal  number  of  voters,  is  a  mattei 
of  small  importance.  One  regretable  mistake,  of 
which  it  is  as  well,  perhaps,  that  a  public  expla- 
nation should  he  made,  is  the  following:  The  cen- 
sors furnishei  the  cotrmittee  with  a  large  map 
and  list  of  totals,  ano  after  the  committee  had 
held  two  or  three  sessions  s  nd  blocked  out  much 
of  the  work,  they  came  to  us  with  a  second  and 
smaller  mac  and  different  list,  stating  the  first  to 
be  u l reliable.  Of  course,  so  much  work  was  lost, 
and  tne  committee  recommenced  de  novo.  By 
carelessuess  for  which  he  desires  sincerely  to 
apologize,  the  chairman  on  the  part  of  the  Coun- 
cil handed  in  to  the  Clerk  tr,e  larger  roll  contain- 
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ing  tbe  first  aod  erroneous  map.  I  discovered  the 
error,  but  Dot  in  time  to  save  the  gentleman  at 
work  upon  the  substitute  much  useless  labor. 

I  do  not  doubt  tbat  Tbe  Board  will  decide  be- 
tween tbe  committee's  scheme  and  tbe  substitute 
with  a  single  eve  to  the  city's  interest,  and  I  de- 
sire to  make  no  appeal  ou  behalf  of  tbe  committee 
for  anj  support  woicb  the  facts  and  tbe  situation 
do  not  justify. 

Alderman  Prescott — Che  Alderman  from  the 
Fourth  Ward  has  refeired  to  a  substitute  for  the 
report  of  the  committee,  which,  I  believe,  has  not 
yet  been  presented  to  the  Board  10  oue  for>n, 
although  ic  may  have  been  shown  to  individual 
members  of  tbe  Board.  Inasmuch  as  he  a-cnbes 
only  sinister  motives  to  the  parties  who  believe — 
and  honestly, I  think,— toat  a  change  can  be  made 
for  tbe  better — 

Alderman  Quincy— If  the  Alderman  will  allow 
me  to  iuterrupt  him.  He  misunderstood  me  if  he 
understood  me  to  ascribe  sinister  motives.  The 
gentlemen,  I  said,  cesire  to  join  their  political 
friends,  which  is  very  natural;  but  cbat,  I  think, 
can  hardly  be  described  as  a  sinister  motive. 

Alderman  Pre»cott— It  seems  to  me  that  this 
question  is  before  us  in  thi»  shai,e:  Certain 
member*;  of  the  City  Council  and  other  per«ODS, 
not  members  of  tne  City  Council,  have, since  they 
have  bad  an  opportunity  to  examine  tbe  maps 
upon  wflieh  the  committee's  report  was  based, 
studied  tbe  matter  thoroughly— as  I  suppose^  tbe 
committee  did— ana  they  reach  conclusions  differ- 
ent from  those  ot  the  committee;  and  I  under- 
stand that,  for  some  reason  or  othe~,  they  reach 
different  figures.  It  will  be  well,  therefore,  it 
seems  to  n,e,  that  we  should  commence  tbe  mat- 
ter from  the  beginning,  at  least  from  the  tins 
when  tbe  leport  was  first  submitted  to  the  Com- 
mon Council.  The  report  was  first  introduced,  I 
believe,  on  the  7th  cf  October,  ordsrea  to 
be  printeo,  and  specially  assigned  for 
the  next  meeting  of  ih-  Council  on  Oct.  14. 
At  ths>  meeting  of  the  Oouucil  held  October  14  an 
order  was  introduced  to  the  effect  tbat  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  tbe  Division  of  Wards  should  bare- 
quested  to  furnish  to  tbe  Council  copies  ot  the 
maps  used  by  them  and  showing  the  number  of 
voteisin  the  different  parts  ot  me  city.  The 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
Council  oppo  ed  the  passage  of  this  order  ano  ic 
was  defeated.  For  what  reason  trie  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  tbe  part  of  the  Council  opposed 
an  o  der  looki  ag  to  the  furnishing  of  proper  data 
to  the  body  tbat  was  to  act  upon  the  report,  lsnot 
for  me  to  sav.  t  do  not  know  the  motive;  it 
might  have  been  the  purest,  but  it  seems  to 
me  that  the  request  of  even  one  member  of 
the  Cou.  cil  should  have  besu  sufficient  tonroduae 
all  tbe  data  that  the  committee  had.  I  have  un- 
derstood today  that  whea  the  last  division  of 
wards  took  place  m  1865,  there  was  presented  to 
tbe  City  Council,  at  the  very  same  time  that  the 
committee  submitted  their  report,  a  map  fully 
showing  the  number  of  voters  in  the  different 
squares  or  blocks  of  the  different  wards,  so 
that  each  member  could  see  for  himself  just 
upon  what  figures  tbe  report  of  the  commit- 
tee was  based.  The  committee  did  not  take 
that  step  this  year.  On  the  contrary,  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  tbe  part  of 
toe  Council  opposed  the  request  for  such 
a  map  and  toe  tequest  was  not  granted 
Duiing  the  interval  bet«een  tbe  meetings  of  tbe 
Council  on  Oct.  14  and  th^  last  meeting  on  Oct.  21, 
I  understand  tbat  several  membets  ot  the  Council 
laquired  at  City  Hall  to  see  the  original  maps 
which  the  committer  had  usee,  but  were  informed 
by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  that  the  chair- 
man on  th^part  of  the  other  bianch  had  them  at 
his  office ;  and  on  application  to  him  these  parties 
were  refused,  oi  they  were  not  able  to  examine 
the  maps  as  they  desired.  At  the  meeting  of  the 
Council  Oct.  21,  which  was  the  last  meeting,  two 
maps  were  produced  by  the  chairman  on  the  part 
of  tne  other  branch  as  those  used  by  tbe  committee. 
Seveial  members  of  the  Council  urged  tbat  the 
ordinance  for  the  division  of  the  wards  should  not 
be  passed  until  they  had  had  some  opportunity  to 
examine  those  maps  and  see  whether  some  im- 
provement in  the  form  of  the  wards,  particularly 
in  the  city  proper,  could  not  be  made.  The  chair- 
mar  on  the  part  of  the  Council  again  opposed 
tbis  request,and  the  irdinance  wasforced  through 
tbe  Council  on  that  evening.  Within  the  next 
two  or  th/ee  dajs  certain  members  cf  the  Council 
came  to  City  Hall  and  studied  tbe  maps  that  had 


been  banded  in  by  the  chairman  on  the  part  of  the 
Council,  and  discovered  not  only  tnat  another  and 
more  regular  division  of  that  part  of  tbe  city  was 
practicable,  but  also  that  the  figures  of  tbe  com- 
mittee's report,  showing  the  number  of  voters 
in  the  different  wards,  varied  greatly  from 
tbe  figures  to  be  obtained  by  actual  count 
on  the  maps  before  them.  This  matter  was  then, 
as  I  understand,  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
chairman  of  the  committee,  and  yesterday  the 
gentlemen  who  haa  interested  themselves  in  the 
matter  were  told  that  the  maps  which  had  been 
furnished  to  tbe  Ciiy  Council,  a.nd  upon  which 
they  had  been  making  their  figures,  were  not  the 
maps  which  were  finally  used  by  the  committee, 
but  were  incorrect  ones  which  thev  bad  used  at 
first  and  bad  abandoned  on  account  of  their  inac- 
curacies. So  it  spems  that  the  maps  which  wete 
furnished  to  tbe  Oomnxn  Council  when  the 
ordinance  wa'  forced  through  were  not  those  which 
the  committee  had  finally  btiore  them,  and 
upon  which  their  leport  was  based,  but  they  were 
maps  which  had  been  presented  to  them  at  an 
early  dav  and  which  were  afterwards  found  to 
contain  several  errors,  and  consequently  correct 
maps  wete  afterwards  furnished  the  commit  ee 
from  which  trie  data  in  their  report  were  made. 
Upon  this  statement  bfling  made,  the  members  of 
the  Government  and  others  who  bad  been  looking 
into  the  matter  naturally  asked  for  atd  were  iur- 
nished  the  correct  maps,  which  were  brought  to 
City  Hall.  The  map*  fhst  oanded  m  were  two  in 
number,  tolled  closely  tog^thei,  -one  mounted  on 
cloth,  showing  tbe  old  city,  and  the  other  a  map 
of  Dorchester,  West  Roxbury,  etc.,  on  thin  paper. 
These  two  maps,  it  was  said,  were  put  before  the 
Council  by  mistake,  io stead  o*  the  twelve  ■msips, 
one  cf  whii  h  was  a  large  one  on  thin  paper,  u  a- 
mounted,  and  the  others  of  which  were  ward  maps 
cut  out  and  mounted  oo  thick  white  paper,  which 
could  not  readily  be  rolled  up,  and  to  all  appear- 
ances had  never  been  rolled  uo.  Tbe  figures  on 
tbe  first  two  maps  were  in  a  pale  red  ink,  those  on 
the  otber  twelve  were  very  heavy  figures  in  very 
black  ink.  Since  these  correct  maps  came  to  City 
Hall  the  City  Clerk  has,  I  unders  aod,  caused  a 
careful  count  of  tbe  voters  in  Wards  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8 
and  9  to  be  made  in  his  office.  The  result  of  this 
count  oioved  that  the  numbers  by  the  coriect 
map  were  still  more  at  variance  with  the  com  nit- 
tee's  figures  than  the  numbers  by  the  first  and  in- 
correct mao  bad  baen.  The  figures,  as  given  by 
the  committee,  and  those  resulting  from  the 
counts  by  the  different  maps,  are  shown  m  the 
following  schedule: 
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20,343  20,056  20,324 

It  will  be  i  een  by  these  figures  that  while  the 
committee's  report  made  the  number  of  voters  m 
these  wards  veiy  uniform,  no  ward  falling  below 
2800,  and  none  rising  to  3000,  the  first  map 
showed  one  ward  falltng  as  low  as  2712,  and 
one  rising  as  high  as  3071,  while  the  sec- 
ond aud  correct  map,  which  it  had  been 
so  difficult  to  get,  showed  one  ward  falling  to  the 
still  lower  point  of  2711,  and  one  rising  to  the 
much  higher  figure  of  31,49.  The  above  figures 
show  how  irregular  tbe  committee's  wards  are  in 
the  number  of  voters.  A  simple  glano<e  at  their 
plan  will  show  how  irregular  they  are  in  form. 
The  following  figures,  obtained  by  careful  cou ut 
in  the  City  Clerk's  office,  will  show  how  uniform 
will  be  the  number  of  voters  in  tbe  wards  accord- 
ing to  the  proposed  amendment.  The  plan  which 
has  been  presented,  or  shown  to  some  of  the  Alder- 
men—and which  now  lies  on  the  table— will  sho-v 
at  a  glance  how  much  more  regular  those  wax ds 
are  in  matter  oi  form: 
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Committee's  Wards.  Amended 

> * s  Wards. 

Count  by  Count  by- 
City  Clerk.  City  Clerk. 
By  Report.    By  1st  Map.    By  2d  Map.  By  2d  Map. 

3 2829                   2850                  2889  2869 

4 2919                   2735                  2770  2816 

5 2908                   2781                  2908  2990 

6 2807                    2712                  2711  2941 

T 2930                    3071                  3149  2915 

8 2959                   2897                  2936  2762 

9 2991                    3009                  2961  3031 

20.343  20.055  20,324  20,324 

Highest..  2991  3071  3149  3031 

Lowest.. .2807  2712  2711  2762 

Variation.  184  359  438  269 

Td-se  figures  show  tbat  while  the  smallest  ward 
by  lhe  amended  plan  contains  2762  voters,  the 
smallest  bv  the  committee's  plan  falls  flown  to 
2711,  acd  that  while  the  l.rgest  ward  by  the 
amended  plan  contains  3032  voteis  the  largest  by 
the  committee's  plan  runs  away  up  to  3149  voters. 
Can  any  person,  in  view  of  cbese  facts  and  fig- 
ures, doubt  that  the  amended  plan  or  that 
which  lies  on  the  table  ought  to  be  adopt- 
ed io    preference    to    tbat    of    the    committee? 

I  will  furthermore,  state  in  connection  with  this 
matter,  that  according  to  the  committee's  reoort 
they  show  tbat  the  discrepancy  in  the  number  of 
voters  between  tbe  ward  having  tb-  largest  num- 
ber of  voters  and  the  ward  having  the  lowest  num- 
ber is  184;  but  accordiog  to  the  count  whicb  has 
been  made  in  the  City  U'eik':-  office  ot  these  fig- 
ures uoon  the  map,  which  they  now  state  their  ie- 
port  was  b«sed  upon,  the  discrepancy  io  the  num- 
ber of  voters  in  the  largest  and  tbe  smallest  waras 

not  less  than  438  V"ters;  while  the  discrepancy 
between  the  two  wards  having  the  largest  and 
smallest  number  of  vocer^  on  the  plan  which  has 
beeo  presented  by  someother  members  is  only  269 

Alcfirrnao  Burrage— Does  tbe  Alderman  include 
the  t  harlestowu  wards,  whi -h  have  but  2600 
voteis  in  the  committee's  leport? 

Aldenuan  Prescntt — I  did  not;  I  took  the  varia- 
tion as  given  in  their  report.  It  is  said  to  b-  184, 
whereas  it  is  shown  oy  a  count  of  these  wards 
that  the  variation  is  438. 

Aloeiman  Bun  age — There  is  more  than  that 
difference  between  the  Charlestovn  wvrds  and 
the  highest  ward;  I  don't  know  crhethei  you  are 
referring  to  tbe  Cr.arlestown  wards  now,  or  those 
in  tbe  city  pioper. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  devoted  my  investiga- 
tions eotirelv  to  the  waros  trom  3  to  9  inclusive, 
as  the  plan  which  has  be6n  suggested  embraces 
tbo«e  numbers.  Inoidet  to  bring  the  plaij  for- 
mally befoie  the  Board,  I  move  as  an  amendment 
the  substitution  of  toe  plan  lying  on  ttts  tiole  tor 
these  wards  ttom  3  to  9  inclusive.  I  realize  how 
difficult  it  may  be  for  us,  fitting  as  a  Board  of 
Aldermer ,  to  thoroughly  discuss,  investigate  ana 
act  intelligently  upon  this  matter  tonight.  If  we 
go  into  this  matter  thoroughly,  the  discussion 
must  take  the  form  of  conversation,  and  I  leave  it 
for  th=  membeis  to  consider  whether  it  would  not 
be  better  for  tne  Board  to  resolve  itself  into 
committee  of  the  wnole  rather  than  to  act  as  a 
board,  as  the  business  can  theo  b3  cone  better 
and  much  more  intelligently  thau  sitting  here  and 
acting  as  a  board. 

Aldeiman  Quincy — Whether  the  discrepancies 
alluded  co  by  the  Alderman  are  so  gr^at  as  he 
s'ates— and  undoubted?  believes  they  are,— I  can 
only  tell  afrer  having  had  an  opportunity  to  ex- 
amine his  figures.  Allusion  has  beeo  made  to  tne 
fact  that  the  coojmittP&'s  totals  are  not  justified 
by  actual  couDt  upon  the  map.  Th«  committee 
look  the  censors'  second  list  of  totals  assorted 
to  be  reliable  of  the  old  wards  and  added 
or  subtracted  the  amounts  which  on  the  map 
appeared  to  be  necessary  for  substaattal  equality. 
I  take  blame  to  myself  for  not  having,  after  the 
conclusion  of  our  labors,  which  we.  e  greater,  ner- 
haps,  than  is  generally  imagined,  involving  n 
many  cases  an  actual"  perambulation  of  bounda- 
ries—I say  I  take  blame  to  myself  for  not  having 
insisted  on  a  verification  both  of  the  censors' 
totals  and  our  own  results  upon  the  map.  If  the 
censors'  second  list  of  totals  agrees  with  their 
second  map — whicb  I  ought  to  have  insisted  upon 
verifying— then  the  blunaer  is  ours.  It  is  as  fol- 
lows, and  the  Board  will  judge  how  much  substan- 
tial equality  i«  disturbed'  theieby : 

By  the 
Ward.  oommittee's  report.  By  the  map. 

3 2,829  2,889 

4 2,819  2,770 


By  tbe 
Ward.  committee's  report.  By  the  map. 

5 2,909  2,908 

6 2,807  2,711 

7 2,930  3,149 

8 2,959  3,936 

9 2,991  2,846 

There  is  a  discreprncy,  I  regret  to  have  to  ac- 
knowledge; but  whether  it  is  the  committee's 
bluncer  I  am  not  prepared  at  thrs  momeat  to  say. 

Alderman  Stebbins— It  srems  to  me  that  the 
Board  can  better  take  the  wards  were  there  is  no 
division  of  sentiment,  aud  pass  upon  them,  and 
so  far  our  work  will  be  complete;  chea  we  can 
pass  upon  tne  matter  of  a  new  division  of  the 
centre  of  the  city  as  suggested  by  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  9. 

It  was  voted  to  take  up  the  wards  seriatim,  and 
'•he  several  sections  were  read  and  acted  on  seria- 
tim, with  the  fo'lowing  result: 

Ward  1,  adopted;  Ward  2,  adopted;  Wards 
3,4,  5,6,7,  8,  9,  laid  oo  the  table;  Wards  10,11,12, 
13, 14  (the  latter  as  amended  by  the  Council),  sev- 
eiallv  adopted. 

Ward  15,  as  amejded  by  the  Council, wa;  con- 
sidered. 

Alderman  Prescott — This  is  an  amendment  to 
the  committee's  reporr.  Ward  15  was  amended 
by  tafcing  off  a  portion  of  Ward  8  jwhich 
lies  betsveen  Columbus  avenue,  the  Provi- 
dence Railroad,  West  Newton  strtet  and  West 
Chester  park,  containing  127  votes,  aud  trans- 
ferring them  to  Ward  15.  That  action,  as  I  under- 
stand from  the  minutes,  was  taken  on  the  petition 
of  John  A.  Colby,  O.  S.  Saunders,  W.  E.  Hobbs  and 
C.  F.  Clark,  all  living  on  Columbus  avenue  and 
Greenwich  park — there  being  six  tames  in  all  of 
persons  desiring  co  have  tbat  dru.ict  transfer<ed 
from  Ward  8  to  Ward  15.  Since  that  actioL  has 
be  n  taken  by  the  Council  a  number  of  the  resi- 
dents of  that  locality,  having  been  informeJ  of  it, 
have  investigated  the  subject,  and  I  feel  that  it 
is  safe  to  say  tbat  the  people  there  are  over- 
whelmingly in  favor  of  the  plan  as  proposed  by  the 
committee.  The  people  living  on  the  streets  on 
the  west  sio?  of  Columbus  avenue  feel  ihat  they 
have  several  interests  in  common,  several  matters 
that  they  have  had  meetings  to  act  upon — not  par- 
ticularly the  horse-railroad  matter,  but  the  streets 
on  the  Back  Bay— and  that  thev  have  consulted 
togbthei  upon.  I  think  it  is  safe  to  say  there  is  a 
unity  of  interest  iu  that  section,  atd  I  desire  to 
present  this  petition  which  has  been  handed  to 
me. 

The  Chairman  read  the  following: 

"We,  the  undersrgr.ed,  residents  of  the  territory 
lyitgwestof  Columbus  avenue,  between  West 
Chester  paikand  West  Newton  street,  respectfully 
petition  your  honorable  Board  to  restore  said  ter- 
ritory to  Ward  8,  as  originally  reported  by  the 
•  Committee  on  Division  ot  Wards."  [Signed.]  N. 
W.Turner,  C.  H.  Sumner,  C.  F.  Stoddaro,  L.  A. 
Lyon,  George  D.  Smitn,  B.  F.  Smith,  E.  F.  Smith, 
Joshua  Baker,  Z.  P.  Bro  vn  nod  others. 

Alderman  Prescott — Tnat  petition  was  hastily 
prepared  today,  ano  I  thiuk  that  r.o  party  to  whom 
it  «as  presented  refus-vd  bis  signature.  If  the 
parties  circulating  it  had  bad  more  time 
to  present  the  matter,  I  think  that  one 
hundred  signatures  out  ot  the  127  per- 
sons living  there  could  have  been  ob- 
tained in  favor  of  a  chauge  in  the  line*  in  ac- 
cordance with  the,  committee's  report.  The  argu- 
ments in  favor  of  such  a  change  are,  first,  the 
unity  of  interest  oc  the  people  living  there; 
second, it  will  makethelmeof  tne  ward  lines  more 
regular,  ai.d  third  tbe  number  of  voteis  in  Wards 
8  a..d  15  will  more  Dearly  approximate  than  they 
do  now.  Ward  8,  accordine  to  toe  counf  made  by 
the  City  Cleik,  contains  only  2762  voters,  a 
smaller  number,  I  think,  than  any  ot  the 
waras  'in  the  heart  ot  the  city;  wheieas, 
Ward  15,  as  reported  by  the  committee  (on 
page  9  of  Doc.  105),  contains  2999  without  the 
additional  this  127.  If  these  127  voters  are  added 
to  the  number  given  to  us  by  theCitv  Clerk,  ir  will 
make  2889  voters  in  Ward  8,  while  Ward  15  would 
contain  2999.  Inasmuch  as  it  "ill  make  the  num- 
ber ot  voters  moie  nearly  equal;  as  it  is  tbe  wish 
of  an  overwhelming  majority  of  those  liv.ngthere, 
and  as  the  ward  lines  will  be  moie  uniform  ana 
symmetrical  than  they  ate  now,  Ittustthat  the 
portioo  of  the  city  lying  between  Columbus  ave- 
nue, the,  Providence  Railroaj,  West  Newton 
street  and  West  Chester  park  be  transferred  to 
Ward  8,  and  I  would  so  move. 

Alderman  Burrage— What  is  the  number  ot 
voters  in  Ward  8  as  amended  by  the  Council? 
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Tbe  City  Clerk— The  number  is  2936,  as  amended 
by  the  Council. 

Alderman  Prescott— The  total  was  not  on  the 
report  as  acted  upon. 

The  City  Clerk— If  this  change  is  made  it  will 
add  127  to  2936. 

Alderman  Burrape— How  will  Ward  15  be? 

The  City  Cletk— For  Ward  15  ve  will  have  to  rely 
upon  the  committee's  count,  because  it  has  not 
been  verified. 

Alderman  Prescott— It  is  2999. 

The  Otv  Clerk— You  take  127  from  that. 

Aldermaii  Prescotc— I  don't  understand  that  127 
is  to  be  taken  from  that. 

The  City  Clerk— It  ix  cot  to  be  taken  off,  be- 
cause that  is  the  way  they  have  reported  it. 

Aloetma'i  Prescott— 2762  are  the  figures  for 
Ward  8,  as  counted  in  the  City  Clerk's  office,  on 
the  plau  as  amended  by  the  Couucil,  and  not  on 
the  plan  which  is  to  be  offered. 

Alderman  Burrage— There  seems  to  be  one  ob- 
jection to  that  motion,  which  the  Alderman  will 
at  once  recognize.  It  is  in  having  Ward  8  start 
with  more  voters  tban  Ward  15.  The  increase  in 
the  number  of  voters  in  Ward  8  in  tlte  tuture  will 
be  more  than  in  Ward  15,  and  that  seems  to  be  a 
very  serious  objection.  Probably  Ward  8  in  tea 
years  will  have  fifty  per  cent,  more  increase  in 
voters  than  in  Ward  15. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  think  that  if  the  Alder- 
man will  examine  the  map  more  caierull.v  he  will 
not  i.atnially  reach  the  conclusion  thatWard  8 
will  contain  fifty  per  ce.it.  more  voters  in  ten  years 
than  it  does  now.  At  any  rate  we  are  not  to  antici- 
pate the  future, under  the  authority  that  we  have 
from  the  Legislature.  We  are  io  divide  the  wards 
as  Learlv  eaual  as  possible  now,  and  lam  very 
confident  that  we  complv  with  the  letter  and 
spirit  of  the  law  by  tracsf  tiring  these  voters  to 
Ward  8  as  the  committer  proposed.  Tbis  change 
was  made  on  the  strength  of  a  uetnion 
presented  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Coun- 
cil by  half  a  dozen  people:  but  I  am  confident  that 
at  least  100  out  of  die  127  voteis  theie  desire  to  be 
retained  in  the  ward  as  laid  out  bv  the  committee. 
■It  makes  the  wards  more  symmetrical  in  shape, 
and  the  number  of  voters  in  adjoining  wards 
more  neaily  equal.  The  new  plan  proposed  for 
Wards  3  to  9,  inclusive,  oUy  gives  Ward  8  2762 
voter?,  making  i;  ihe  smallest  ward  in  the  city. 

Alderman  Burrage— It  will  ?iter  the  Ciise  in  re- 
gard to  Ward  8  if  the  plan  is  changed  as  pro- 
posed. I  h?,ve  no  particular  feeling  io  tbe  mat- 
ter. If  Ward  8  desires  to  oe  disfranchised  to  tbat 
exteat,  I  don't  know  any  special  objection  to  their 
being  gratified. 

Alderman  Worthington — It  seems  to  me  that 
tbis  bring?  us  right  back  to  the  motion  tor  the 
alteration  of  the  priacipal  five  or  six  wards  in  the 
centre  of  the  city.  It  we  are  going  fomaketne 
alteration  proposed  by  the  Alderman  from  Ward 
9,  then  we  can  entertain  tois  one.  Tbe  8rst  thing 
to  be  decided  is  the  proposed  amendments  to 
those  siz  wards;  and  un'il  we  do  that  we  don't 
know  what  we  should  do  in  regard  to  Ward  8. 

The  ward  and  the  amendment  were  table i  tor 
the  time  being. 

Ward  16— Tabled  on  motion  of  Alderman  Power. 

Ward  17  was  considered. 

Allermaa  Wo  thington— I  have  two  amend- 
ments which  I  want  to  propose  foi  Waids  15  and 
17.  You  will  see  that  iu  Ward  17  the  line  comes 
down  and  across  Washington  street  to  the  Rox- 
bury  Canal.  We  calculate  tbat  the  canal  will  be 
closed  up  before  a  great  while,  up  to  Albany 
street,  because  it  is  alreaov  a  great  nuisance.  I 
propOb°  to  offer  these  amendments  if  toe  report  is 
:o  go  back  to  the  other  branch;  if  it  is  not  to  go 
back  I  will  not  offer  them,  a?  tuey  aie  not  impor- 
tant. 1  propose  that  instead  of  ciossing 
Northampton  street,  to  strike  out  in  the 
fourteenth  Hue,  page  ?0,  "thence  across  North- 
ampton scieet  to  the  Roxbury  Canal ;  tue  ice  by 
the  middle  of  Roxbu/y  Canal,"  and  insert  "thence 
by  i he  middle  of  Nortnauopton  srreet  to  Albany 
street,  and  thence  by  the  middle  of  Albany  street" 
(to  the  line  across  South  Bay).  Instead  of  cross- 
ing Albany  street  and  going  to  the.  canal  it  will  go 
to  Albany  steet,  and  the  ward  will  be  ooundedby 
streets  instead  of  a  ^anal.  To  meet  that  in  Ward 
17, 1  move  to  strike  out  "thence  by  the  mid  le  of 
the  RozburyC anal,"  and  insert,"tbence  by  the  mid 
die  of  Albany  street  to  Northampton  street ;  thence 
by  the  middle  of  Northampton  street"  (to  Fel- 
lows street),  going  oi  just  as  it  was.  I  don'c 
know  that  there  is  a  single  voter  in  the  district 
It  will  make  no  difference  m  the  bouodatj  in  that 
resnect,  but  it   s/ill  make  a  boundary  bv  stieeti 


instead  of  by  the  canal.  I  merely  give  tbis  notice, 
in  case  the  ordinance  has  to  go  back  to  the  other 
branch. 

Ward  17  was  tabled. 

Ward  18— Tabled,  on  motion  of  Aloermau  Power. 

Wards  19  aud  20— Tabled,  on  motion  of  Alder- 
man Quincy. 

Ward  21— Adopted. 

Waids  22,  23  and  24— Adopted. 

Wards  3  to  9  inclusive  were  taken  from  the 
table,  on  tnotioa  of  Alderman  Prescott,  who 
offered  the  following  as  an  amendment: 

Ward  No.  3.  Beginniog  at  the  water  at  the 
draw  on  Charles  River  Bridge,  thence  along  anp 
including  said  budge  to  Pnnce.  street;  thence  bv 
the  middle  of  Prince  street  to  Salem  street;  thsnee 
by  the  midole  of  Salem  street  to  Hanover  street; 
thence  by  the  middle  of  Hanover  street  to  Wash- 
ington street:  thence  bv  the  miodle  of  Washing- 
ton street  to  State  street;  thence  by  tbe  middle  of 
State  street  and  by  a  line  in  continuation  of  the 
middle  line  of  said  street  to  the  water  ;  i-heuce  by 
the  water  to  the  poiat  of  beginning. 

Ward  No.  4.  Beginning  at  the  water  at  the 
southerly  end  of  Charles  River  Bridge;  thence  by 
the  middle  of  Pin.ce  street  to  Salem  street; 
tDence  by  the  middle  of  Salem  street  to  Hanover- 
street;  thence  by  the  mid  lie  of  Hanover  street  to 
Washington  street;  thencp  by  the  middle  of 
Washington  street  to  Court  street;  thence  bv  the 
middle  of  Court  street  to  Howard  street:  thence 
by  the  middle  of  Howard  street  co  Bultinch  street; 
thence  by  the  middle  of  Bulfinch  street  to  Bow- 
doin  square;  thence  through  said  squcre  to  Gieen 
street;  theoce  by  ihe  middle  of  Green  street  to 
Leverr.tt  street;  tueuce  by  the  middle  of  Leverett 
streer.  to  Causeway  street;  thence  by  the  middle 
of  Causeway  street  to  Lowell  street;  thence  bv  the 
middle  o""  Lowell  street  ana  by  a  lioe  in  coutinu- 
ance  thereof  to  the  watei ;  thence  by  tbe  wa;er  to 
the  point  of  beginning. 

Ward  No*5.  B'  ginning  at  a  liie  in  continua- 
tion of  th*>  middle  line  of  Lowell  street;  thence 
by  said  line  and  bv  the  middle  of  said  st-eetto 
Causeway  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Cau  e- 
way  street  to  Leverett  s'reet;  thence  oy  the  mid- 
dle of  Leverett  street  to  Lyode  street;  thence  by 
the  midole  of  Lyude  street  to  Cambridge  street; 
thence  by  the  mid. ill  of  Camnridge  street  to  the 
'  water,  and  thence  by  tbe  wat-r  r©  the  point  ot  be- 
ginning. 

Ward  No.  6  Beginning  at  the  water  at  the  mid- 
dle of  Cambridge  street;  thence  by  tne  middle  of 
Cambridge  street  to  Joy  street;  thencby  the  mid- 
ole of  Joy  street  and  by  a  line  in  continuation 
thereof  to  a  point  where  said  line  intersects  a  line 
drawn  in  continuation  of  tne  middle  line  of  Com- 
monwealth avenue;  thence  by  said  line  drawn  in 
continuation  of  the  miodle  b'ne  of  Common- 
wealth avenue,  and  by  the  middle  line  of  said  ave- 
nue to  West  Chester  paik;  theoce  by  the  middle 
of  West  Chester  park  to  the  water;  thence  by  the 
water  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

Ward  No.  7.  Beginning  at  the  water  at  a  line 
in  continuation  of  the  middle  line  of  Stato  street; 
thence  bv  saia  line  and  by  tbe  tniddu  of  said 
street  to  Court  street;  thence  by  tbb  middle  of 
Court  street  to  Howard  street:  thence  by  the  mid- 
dle of  Howard  street  to  Bulfinch  street;  thence 
by  the  middle  of  Bulfinch  street  to  Kowdoiu 
square;  thence  through  said  square  to  Green 
street;  thence  by  the  inidule  of  Gr-.en 
street  to  Lynde  street;  thentee  by  the  middle  of 
Lynde  street  to  Cambtidge  street;  thence  by 
the  middle  of  Cambridge  street  to  Joy  street; 
thence  by  the  middle  of  Joy  street  and  by  a 
line  in  continuation  thereof  to  a  point  where 
(•aid  line  intersects  a  line  drawn  in  continua- 
tion of  the  middle  line  of  Com  moji  wealth  avenue; 
thence  in  a  straight  line  to  the  intersection  of  the 
middle  line  of  Tremom  and  Boylston  streets; 
thence  by  middle  of  Boylston  street  to  Washing- 
ton street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Washington 
street  to  Essex  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of 
E-sex  street  to  Kingston  r-'reet;  thence  by  the 
midi'ie  of  Kingston  street  to  Beach  street;  thence 
bv  the  middle  of  Beach  street  and  by  a  line  in 
coutiuuanre  thereof  to  the  water;  thence  by  the 
water  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

Ward  No.  8.  Beginning  at  the  intcrseciio  >  of 
the  lines  of  Commonwealth  avenue  and  West 
Chester  park;  thence  by  the  middle  of  said  paik 
to  the  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad;  i  hence  by 
the  southeast  line  of  said  railroad  to  We  t  Newlou 
street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  West  Newton 
street  across  Columbus  souare  to  Warren  avenu;: ; 
thence  by  the  inidrle  ot  Warren  ave  ue  to  Dart- 
mouth street;    thence  by  the  middle  of  Dart- 


5e8 


BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN. 


mouth  street  to  Lawrence  street;  tntnce  by 
the  middle  of  La</rence  street  to  Berkeley 
street;  thence  bv  tne  middle  of  Berke- 
ley street  10  Chandler  street;  therce  by 
the  middle  of  Chandler  street  to  Tremont  street; 
thence  by  tne  middle  of  Tremont  sirest  to  the  m- 
tersectiou  of  the  middle  l>nes  of  Tremont  and 
Boviston  streets;  thence  by  a  straight  line  to  the 
point  where  a  line  drawn  in  continuation  of  ihe 
middle  line  of  Joy  street  intersects  a  line  drawn 
in  continuation  of  the  middle  line  of  Commoa- 
wealth  avenue;  thence  by  said  lice  drawn  in  con- 
tinuation of  the  midole  line  of  Commonwealth 
avenue  ami  by  the  middle  of  said  avenue  to  the 
point  ot  beginning. 

Ward  No.  9.  Beginning  at  the  water  atal'ne 
in  continuation  of  the  middle  lioe  of  Beach  street; 
thence  by  said  line  and  by  the  middle  of  said 
stteet  to  Kmgstoo  street;  thence  by  the  midole 
of  Kingston  street  to  Essex  street ;  thence  oy  the 
middle  of  Essex  street  to  Washington  street; 
thence  by  the  middle  of  Washington  street  to 
Boyl- ton  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Boyls- 
ton  street  to  Tremont  street;  t hence  by 
the  middle  of  Tremont  street  to  Pleasant 
street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Pleasant 
street  to  Washington  etrtet;  thence  by 
the  middle  of  Washington  street  to  Pine  street; 
thence  by  the  middle  ot  Pine  street  to  Hnrnson 
avenue;  thence  by  the  middle  if  Harrison  avenus 
to  Way  street;  the.ice  by  the  ini.ioleof  Way 
street  to  Albany  street;  thence  acmss  Albany 
st i  eet to  Broadway  street  ^nd Bridge;  thence  by  rhe 
midole  of  Broad  way  street  and  Bridge  to  the  water 
at  the  middle  of  ine  draw;  thence  bytbe  water 
to  i  he  point  of  begim  iug,  including  all  bridges 
f  torn  the  westerly  side  of  the  draws  of  each. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  have  requested  the  City 
Clerk  to  verity  the  bounoaiies  proposed  in  the 
amend ii en t,  and  they  are  tbesime  as  presented 
on  the  amended  map.  I  also  move  to  take  in.o 
AVard  8  the  teiritory  oetween  Columbus  aveuue 
and  the  Providence  Railroac,  West  Newton  street 
and  West  Chester  pa>k.  The  figures  of  the 
City  Clerk  give  amended  Ward  8  2762 
voters,  and  by  putting  in  the  127  on 
this  teiritory  included  m  th?  committ?e's  report, 
it  will  make  2889,  which  would  be  nearer  tne  aver- 
age cumber  of  voter*  in  the  wards  in  this  section; 
the  wards  will  be  more  symmetrical,  and  it  i^the 
almost  unanimous  desire  of  persons  livirg  in  that 
vicinity. 

Alderman  Pre;cott's  motion  to  include  in  "Ward 
8  the  territory  above  mentioned  was  adopted, 
and  the  question  was  up^n  the  other  amendments 
ofl>red  bv  him. 

Alderruai'  Quincy— I  don't  know  that  I  have 
anything  to  add  to  my  first  expression  at 'he 
opening  or  the  meeting.  I  tbKkit  is  a  pity  that 
such  an  impoitant  question  should  not  be  decided 
by  a  full  Boaro;  andfcin  the  present  situation  I 
shall  make  no  tnolioo  to  oppose  delay. 

Alderman  Bun  age— I  don't  feel  prepared  to 
vote  upon  the  amendment*  tonight,  and  if  pressed 
to  vote  now  I  shall  vote  for  the  commitcee's  re- 
port. They  have  spent  a  great  deal  ot  time  on  the 
matter  m  going  over  the  figure?  and  defining  the 
boundaries.  It  is  much  easier  to  criticise  thaa  to 
perform,  arid  if  comDelled  to  vote  now  I  shall 
vote  to  sustain  the  committee's  report. 

Alderman  Stebbius— I  have  no  doubt  the  com- 
mittee have  spent  a  great  deal  of  time  over  their 
figures,  but  there  is  proof  that  their  figures  are 
not  correct  and  cannot  be  relied  upon  in  a  division 
of  the  city  ioto  new  wards.  We  find  that  the  fig- 
ures presentee  by  the  new  plan,  which  have  been 
gone  over  very  carefully  by  the  City  Clerk,  are 
more  nearly  what  they  should  be  than  anything 
presented  to  the  City  Council.  What  I  would  sug- 
gest is  that  all  the  pioposed  amenoments  be 
adopted  and  carefully  reprinted,  and  the  plan 
again  revised,  and  then  we  can  come  together 
again  and  see  if  it  be  not,  on  rhe  whole,  the  best 
scheme.  I  hardly  think  it  can  be  got  into  such 
shape  that  it  can  go  to  the  Couacil  all  printed  to- 
morrow night,  as  I  Lope  to  see  it  seot  there  with  a 
carefully  prepared  map. 

Alderman  Buirage—  I  hardly  think  they  should 
be  first  adopted  and  then  printed,  but  I  am  sure 
they  should  be  minted  unless  a ldeimeo  are  more 
sure  in  the  matter  than  I  am. 

Alderman  Worthingon— One  of  the  Aldermen 
[Alderman  Harris]  is  absent,  and  I  hardly  think  it 
would  be  decorous  to  vote  upon  it  while  he  is  not 
here.  He  was  compelled  to  be  away  on  account 
of  an  eogagement  made  before  the  special  session 
was  agreed  upon.  I  am  tree  to  say  I  am  not  qual- 
ified to  vote  upon  them  now. 


Alderman  -Stebbins— It  might  be  printed  as 
amended,  and  it  will  still  be  proper  to  cnange  it. 

Alderman  Quincy— It  seems 'to  Cie  it  is  some- 
thing like  a  leap  in  th=»  dark  to  adopt  the  amend- 
ments first  and  print  them  afterwards  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  Board.  It  they  are  to  be  printed 
for  information  it  is  due  to  the  commirtee  that  it 
be  done  before  adoption. 

Alderman  Pres<  ott— It  seems  to  me  we  might 
adopt  these  amendments  tonight  and  if  any  mem- 
ber desires  final  action  to  be  deferred  we  can  do 
so  and  have  a  new  map  presented,  to  us  at  our 
meeting  next  Monday.  I  hopewe  shall  obtain  the 
sense  ot  the  Board  tonight,  but  I  don't  want  any 
member  to  vote  without  giving  it  due  consideration. 

Alderman  Po  a  er  in  the  chair. 

Aldeiman  Qjfncy— The  proposition  then  is  that 
we  j.nopt  tne  amendments  in  order  to  bring  the 
matter  definitely  before  us  and  decide  whether 
they  shall  be  adopted. 

Alderman  Pres.  ott — My  position  is  that  we  may 
adopt  them  tonight  and  le^.ve  final  action  to  an- 
other njeetmg  I  will  not  urge  its  adoption  as  a 
whole  tonight. 

Alderman ..Wortbmgton— We  have  heard  only 
one  side  tonight,  and  if  it  goes  over  we  shall  bear 
the  other  side, who,  not  being  aware  of  the  amend- 
ments, are  not  here.  The  better  plan  is  to  print 
these  amendments,  and  then  the  public  will  know 
what  is  going  on. 

Aklerman  Quincy— The  proposition  to  =>rlopt  and 
print  is  somethiag  like  getting  an  indorsement  to- 
night, and  then  deciding  whether  we  shall  take 
the  back  track  and  withdraw  that  ijoorsement.  I 
cannot  think  it  is  fair  to  the  committee  to  do  so. 

Alderman  Clark— I  hoped  we  should  bs  able  to 
settle  this  matter  this  evening,  so  far  as  this 
Board  is  ooocernei,  because  the  ti.ne  is  very 
shot  t  tot  the  work.  It  isn't  very  likely  ibat  the 
Board  uqi  concur  at  their  first  mset'ng  in  what 
we  do.  I  understand  that  the  voting  lii't  must  be 
ready  to  be  used  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  De- 
cember by  the  voters  i  >  these  wards.  I  had 
honed  that,  inasmuch  as  the  Council  were  al- 
most unanimous  in  the  amendments  made 
by  them,  we  "-bould  concur  in  all  tb6  wards  ex- 
cept those  io  the  heart  of  the  city,  beginning' 
with  Ward  3,  and  ending  with  Wa  d  9.  So  far  as  I 
am  personally  ct  ncerred,  if  I  had  mapped  out  the 
wardm  which  it  is  proposed  to  place  me  in,  I  could 
not  have  been  better  satisfied.  Ward  8  is  eery, 
thing  that  could  be  desired  by  me  as  a  resident.  The 
only  oojectio.i  is  thit  at  present  a  large  part  ot  it 
is  unoccupied.  A  large  portion  of  Ward  8  is  waste 
territory,  and  if  any  ward  should  be  deficient  in 
numVer  it  should  oe  Ward  8,  for  that  is  the 
growing  oait  of  the  city,  a<id  I  trust  that  in 
the  next  five  years  the  voting  population  will 
have  thirty-three  per  cent,  added  to  it.  The 
ward  is  all  right,  socially,  financially  and  po- 
litically; taere  is  nothing  to  be  desired.  But 
I  do  think  poor  Ward  6  has  been  treated 
unfairly  at  the  hands  of  the  committee.  I  think 
that  alterations  can  he  made  in  the  central  wards 
which  will  make  them  more  symmetrical,  and  will 
give  more  general  satisfaction  to  the  residents  of 
the  city  proper,  to  say  the  least,  than  the  plan 
proposed  by  the  committee.  I  have  no  doubt  they 
have  used  their  best  judgment;  they  have  spent  a 
grpat  deal  of  time  upon  this  matter,  and  they  are 
entitled  to  the  thanks  of  the  City  Council  for  the 
labor  they  have  bestowed  upon  this  subject. 
But  it  is  not  unfrequent  that  the  com- 
mon Coui  cil  and  Board  of  Aldermen  differ  with 
the  membsis  or  a  committee  making  a  report.  It 
seams  to  me  that  this  is  a  very  important  subject, 
that  we  should  loon  upon  it  with  a  great  deal  of 
care,  and  that  we  should  exercise  a  gieat  deal  of 
discretion  in  adopting  new  lines.  The  alterations 
proposed  in  the  wards  in  the  heart  of  the  city 
make  the  linen  more  desirable,  the  division  of  the 
voters  more  just  and  equitable.  There  is  not  so 
great  a  difference  in  the  wards  as  pro- 
posed bv  this  plan,  as  there  is  in  that  proposed  by 
the  committee;  anl  I  must  say  that  Ward  6,  as 
proposed  by  the  committee,  is  p'aced  in  a  very 
unpleasant  dilemma. 

Aldeiman  Worthington— Sow? 

Alderman  Clark— Wei',  it  is  very  nearly  annihi- 
lated ;  it  cuts  off  and  sends  partie*  who  have  been 
residents  of  Ward  6  for  twenty  years  into 
an  entirely  different  section  of  the  city 
for  all  purposes  of  elections.  It  does  seem 
to  me  that  the  residents  of  Ward  6 
are  eotltled  ro  some  consideration  at  the  hands  of 
this  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  I  trust  that  when 
we  come  to  act  upon  it  finally  the  plans  proposed 
by  the  Alderman  from  Ward  9  will  be  adopted. 
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Alderman  Quincv— Have  you  reason  to  suppose 
that  dissatisfaction  exists  ia  that  part  of  Ward  6 
wbi^h  has  been  put  into  Ward  8,  or  merely  in  that 
part  of  Ward  6  which  remains  as  it  was? 

Alderman  Clark— I  bave  great  reason  to  suppose 
tbat  a  great  deal  of  dissatisfaction  exist"  in  that 
portion  of  Ward  6  which  it  is  proposed  to  put  into 
Ward  7 — very  great  dissatisfaction. 

Alderman  Quincy— It  has  uot  been  expressed  in 
the  form  of  petition. 

Alderman  Clark— I  tiust  that  the  different 
amendments  will  be  acted  upon  here  tooight,  and 
that  they  will  then  be  printed,  so  that  we  may 
have  them  to  act  upon  at  the  next  regular  meet- 
ing of  the  Board.  It  seeui  to  me  that  it  would  be 
perfectly  impossible  to  vote  upon  the  amendments 
intelligently  this  eveoing,  but  that  they  will  be 
printed,  so  tbat  we  can  bave  them  before  us  and 
act  understandingly. 

Alderman  Clark  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Power  suggested  that  all  amend- 
ments be  offered  tonight  and  printed,  and  final 
action  be  deferred  till  next  Monday. 

Alderman  Burrage  moved  tbat  all  the  amend- 
ments pendiny  and  all  to  be  offered  be  printed, 
and  that  the  subject  be  specially  assigned  for  5 
P.  M.  next  Monday. 

Alderman  Prescott  did  not  object  to  a  post- 
ponement, believing  that  the  plan  he  proposed 
would  commend  itself  to  members  rhe  rrore  they 
investigated  it. 

Alderman  Power,  offered  amendments  so  that 
tbe  line*  of  Wards  16  and  18  should  be  as  follows: 

Ward  No.  16.  Beginning  at  the  crossing  of 
Camden  street  and  tbe  Boston  &  Providence  Rail- 
road; thence  b;y  the  northwesterly  line  of  said 
railroxd  to  Tremont  street;  thence  by  the  middle 
of  Tremoot  street  to  Pyncl  on  street ;  thence  by 
the  middle  of  Pynchon  street  to  Roxburj  strest ; 
thence  by  the  middle  of  Roxbury  street  to  Wash- 
iogt ii  street;  tbeLce  by  the  middle  of  Washing- 
ton street  to  Camden  street;  thence  bv  the  middle 
of  Oauidea  street  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

Ward  No.  18.  Beginning  at  a  point  on  the  north- 
west side  of  ths  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad  at 
the  crossing  of  Tremont  street;  thence  by  tbe 
northwesterly  line  of  said  railroad  to  the  crossing 
with  Centre  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Cen- 
tre street  to  Highland  street;  thence  by  the  mid- 
dle of  Highland  street  to  Marcella  street;  thence 
by  tue  middle  of  Marcella  street  to  Washington 
strest;  thence  by  the  middle  ol  Washington  stieet 
toTownsend  s'ceet ;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Towns- 
end  and  Quincv  streets  to  Blue  Hill  avenue; 
thence    by    the    middle    of    Blue     Hill     avenue 


to  Winthroo  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of 
Wiothrop  street  to  Grenville  street;  thence  by 
the  middle  of  Grenville  street  to  Dudley  street; 
thsnce  by  the  middle  of  Dudley  street  to  Warren 
strest;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Warren  street  to 
Washington  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of 
Washington  street  to  Roxbury  street:  thence  by 
the  miadle  of  Roxbury  street  to  Pynchon  street; 
thence  by  the  miriile  of  Pynchon  street  to  Tre- 
mont  street;  thecce  by  tbe  middle  of  Tremont 
street  and  the  line  thereof  across  tbe  Boston  & 
Providence  Railroad  to  the  poi  at  of  beginning. 

Alderman  Worthington  offered  an  amendment 
substantially  in  the  same  words  as  were  given  in 
his  lemaiks  above. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following  as  ver- 
bal corrections: 

■  A.  tend  Wird  18  by  inserting  after  the  word  ''to" 
in  sixth  lite,  third  page,  tbe  words,  "Egleston- 
square  street  and  thence  by  the  midole 
ot  Egleston-square  street  to."  Amend  the 
amendment  to  Ward  20  by  inserting  af- 
ter the  word  "to,'-'  second  line,  fourth  page, 
"the  crossing  of  th<*  Boston  &  Prrvideoce  Rail- 
road, and  thence  by  the  north  side  of  said  railroad 
to  Centre  street,  and  thei.ce  by  the  middle  ot  Cen- 
tre street  to."  Same  ward,  page  4,  iosert  after 
woid  "to,"  in  sixth  'ine,  the  words  "Egleston 
square  street,  and  thence  by  the  middle  of  Egles- 
ton-square street  to." 

Alderman  Burrage  offered  the  following: 

Amend  by  c^angicg  the  respective  names  ot  the 
following  wards :  Wards  23  to  3, 21  uo  4,  22  to  5,  3  to 
6,  4  to  7,  5  to  8,  6  to  9,  7  to  10,  8  to  11,  9  to  12,10  to  13, 
11  to  14, 12  to  15, 13  to  16, 14  to  17, 15  to  18,  16  to  19, 
17  to  20,  18  to  21, 19  to  22,  20  to  23,  21  to  24. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  following  (to  be 
acted  on  in  ease  Alderman  Prescott's  ameodment 
is  lost): 

Amend  Ward  3  by  substituting  "Blackstone" 
for  "New  Washington"  in  sixth  line;  insert  after 
"street  to"  in  aeventb  line  the  words  "North 
street,  thence  by  the  middle  of  North  street  to." 

Amenn  Ward  4  bv  substituting  "Blackstone" 
f  .r  "Washington,"  in  fifth  line;  and  inserting 
atter  "street  to,"  in  sixih  line,  the  woids,  "North 
street,  thence  by  tbe  middle  of  Norto  street." 

Alderman  Quincv  offered  an  amendmeut  to  re- 
store the  lines  of  Wards  19  and  20  as  reporteo  by 
the  committee. 

It  was  then  ordered  that  all  the  amendments  be 
printed  and  the  subject  be  assigned  to  5  P.  M. 
next  Mondav. 

On  motion  of  Aldermin  Power,  tb9  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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C  O  M  M  O  1ST       COUNCIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

OCTOBER    28,    1875. 


Regular  meeting  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M.,  Halsey 
J.  Boardman,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS    FROM    THE    BOARD    OF    ALDERMEN    FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Pttitions  were  referred. 

Report  referring  co  School  Committee  the  re- 
quest for  a  scboolfor  special  instruction  in  Dwight 
District.    Concurred. 

Repoits,  leave  to  withdraw  oa  petitions,  viz.: 

1.  Of  Michael  Cairoll,  to  b3  paid  foi  damages  to 
his  estate  on  Union  =»venue,  hy  the  breaking  of  a 
culverr. 

2.  Of  James  A.  Kemp,  to  be  ]>aid  for  defective 
sewerage  in  Kemp  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of 
S i  andard  Laundry  Machine  Company,  to  be  paid 
for  infringements  of  their  patents  by  certain 
agents  of  the  city.  Laid  on  the  table,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Tbacher  of  Ward  15. 

Order  to  pay  bill  of  Knox  &  Angrier,  $150,  for 
material  furnished  the  Water  Works.  Passed  to 
a  <econd  reading. 

Report  and  order  to  pay  $600  to  Mary  Noonan, 
on  account  of  personal  injuries  from  an  alleged 
defect  in  Federal-street  Bridge.  Order  read 
twice,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  to  authorize  the  Cochituate 
Water- Board  to  construct  section  No.  1  of  the  pro- 
posed Sudbury  River  conduit,  and  the  foundations 
of  the  dams  for  the  proposed  basins  "by  days'  la- 
bor or  by  contract  let  without  previous  adver- 
tisement,'" as  may  be  deemed  best  for  the  inter- 
est of  the  city.    Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  to  annul  the  existing  contract 
between  this  city  and  the  city  of  Charlestown  for 
delivery  of  Mystic  water  to  East  Boston  and  Deer- 
Island.  Order  read  twice  and  passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

Order  for  a  transfer  of  $5500  from  the  appropri- 
ation for  rebuilding  the  draw  of  Meridian-street 
Bridge,  to  be  appropriated  for  rebuilding  Com- 
mercial Point  Bridge.  Ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

Report  and  order  for  Mayor  to  apply  to  the  next 
Legislatut e  tor  authority  to  regulate  and  control 
the  introduction  of  water  pipes  and  fixtures  in 
buildings,  and  to  license  plumbers. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— This  mat-er  was  before 
the  Council  last  year,  and  created  a  great  deal  of 
discussion  and  dissatisfaction  I  think  the  order 
was  defeated  then,  but  I  am  not  very  sure  about 
it,  however.  Ii  i«  a  matter  of  great  importance  to 
the  citizens,  and  that  members  may  have  an  op- 
portunity to  examine  the  subject  betore  passing 
such  an  order,  I  move  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Carried. 

Certificate  of  the  eleciion  of  George  Curtis  as 
Overseer  of  the  Poor,  in  place  of  H.  L.  Richards, 
chosen  by  this  Council. 

The  Council  proceeded  to  an  election.    Messrs. 
Devereux  of  Ward  22,  Barry  of  W>rd  7  aDd  Harri- 
gan  of  Ward  1  weve  appointed  a  committee  to  col- 
lect and  couut  votes.    They  reported- 
Whole  number  of  votes 48 

Necessary  for  an  election 25 

H.  L.  Richards 23 

George  Curtis  had 25 

and  Mr.  Curtis  was   declared   elected  in  concur- 
rence. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  for  a  transfer  of  $400  from  "Salaries"  to 
"Repairs  of  wagon,  harness,  etc.,"  in  appropria- 
tion for  Inspection  of  Buildings.  Passed  in  con- 
currence—yeas  53,  nays  0, 

VEGETABLE  MARKET. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  to  take  up  the  spe- 
cial assignment  for  8  P.  M.,  viz.,  Order  for  a  trans- 
fer of  $6000  from  the  Reserved  Fund  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Mercantile  Wharf  Market. 

The  motion  was  lost. 

Near  the  close  of  the  session  the  order  was,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Sampson  of  Ward  10,  specially  as- 
signed for  8  P.  M.  next  Thursday. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Thacber  of  Ward  15— Petitions  of  C.  W. 
Angler,  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries  caused  by 


a  fall  on  a  sidewalk;  and  Geoige  W.  West,  to  be 
paiu  for  damages  to  the  estate  of  the  heirs  of 
Mary  West.  Severally  refened  to  the  Committee 
on  Claims. 

By  Mr.  Stacey  of  Ward  20— Petition  of  I'homas 
S.  Clark  for  a  street  laiup.    Sent  up. 

INDEX  OF  CITY  DOCUMENTS. 

Mr.  Duggan  of  Ward  5  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  oa  Printing,  "instructed  to  cou- 
sider  ebb  expediency  of  repriuting  aad  stereotyp- 
ing the  'Index  t>  Public  Documents,' "  respect- 
fully report  that  in  taeir  opinion  it  is  inexuedient 
to  reprint  the  same.  The  Index  is  bound  in  vol- 
ume 1  of  the  documents  of  1874,  and  is  specially 
indicated  as  therein  contained  by  distinctive  let- 
tering-on  the  back  of  the.  volume.  A  brief  state- 
ment of  the  index  also  appears  in  e?,cb  edition  of 
the  index  to  the  Proceedings  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil, issued  bi-monthly,  and  also  in  the  bound 
volume  of  proceedings  at  the  close  of  the  year. 
The  fact  of  its  existence,  and  where  it  is  petma- 
nently  placed,  is  therefore  sufficiently  made 
known  to  all  member^  of  the  City  Government, 
and  is  as  accessible  to  them  as  tns  volumes  or 
documents  to  which  it  refers.  These  volumes  are 
alwavs  accessible  at  the  several  departments  of 
the  City  Government  and  in  the  Public  Library. 
The  question  -vvuether  the  index  is  of  any  use 
as  a  separate  pamphlet,  was  considered  by 
the  committee.  In  ibis  form  it  is  already 
m  the  hands  of  many  persons,  as  500  copies  were 
printed,  and  nave  been  distributed,  the  bound 
volumes  requiring  but  175  of  that  number.  What- 
ever utility  it  may  have,  therefore,  in  this  respect, 
has  lo  this  extent  already  been  made  available. 
Whether  it  would  be  of  much  servic9  to  many 
others  13  at  least  doubtful,  as  any  reference  to 
the  index  for  information  oa  any  topic  would  gen- 
erally require  a  reference  tothe  volume  indicated, 
either  for  the  information  desired  or  to  ascertain 
whether  such  information  was  there  to  be  found  ; 
and  wheraver  the  volume  is  placed,  the  index  may 
also  be  readily  referred  to.  The  expense  of  reprint- 
ing and  steieotyping  »vould  be  $200  or  more.  If  it 
were  done,  the  committee  are  doubtful  whether 
many  copies  would  be  called  for,  as  but  one  or 
two  inquiries  have  Deen  made  for  it  during  the 
present  year:  and  if  any  other  distribution  of 
tbemwere  attempted,  it  is  thought  that  most  of 
the  copies  so  distributed  would  soon  disappear  in 
waste-basket  rubbish.  It  may  further  be  sug- 
gested that  at  some  future  time  the  question 
of  continuing  the  index,  either  in  supple- 
mentary form,  or  as  a  reprint,  revised  at 
a  later  date,  will  ari«te.  At  that  time  the 
experience  to  be  derived  from  the  apparent  use  ot 
the  present  index,  aod  from  any  calls  for  it  which 
the  City  Messenger  may  have  and  connot  supply, 
will  be  serviceable  in  determining  the  edition  then 
to  be  printed,  or  its  permanent  cast  in  stereotype 
form. 
Accepted.    Sent  up. 

PAY  OF  CITY  LABORERS. 

On  motion  of  Mr. Walsh  of  Ward  5,  the  majority 
and  minority  repoits  of  the  Committee  on  Paving 
in  regard  to  the  pay  of  laborers  in  said  depart- 
ment were  taken  from  the  table. 

Mr.  Walsh  moved  to  substitute  I  he  minority  for 
the  majority  report,  an  J  moved  that  the  quesrion 
be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Flyna  of  Ward  7—1  have  not  yet  fully  read 
the  majority  and  minoriry  reports,  Out  apparently 
theie  is  no  recommendation  in  either.  Un- 
less the  gentleman  has  some  recommendation 
to  make  in  lieu  of  the  majority  report,  so  that  we 
can  pass  some  order  having  a  dennrte  bearing  on 
the  subject,  I  hope  we  .shall  not  simply  substitute 
one  report  for  the  other.  Unless  the  gentleman 
has  some  order  to  go  with  his  minority  report, 
there  is  uothing  for  us  to  do  but  to  accept  ond  of 
the  two  reports,  neither  of  whica  recommends 
anything. 

Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3— If  I  understand  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  5  correctly,  if  allowed,  he 
will  make  some  recommendation  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  Harrigan  of  Ward  1— Beicg  one  of  that 
committee,  d.nd  those  of  the  majoritv  with  me, 
proceeded  to  make  the  investisratio  a  contemplated 
in  the  order.  When  they  met,  there  was  not  oae 
of  tae  committee  who  believed  that  the  men 
should  not  have  $2  per  day,  and  not  one  of  the 
committee  would  wish  a  single  csnt's  reduction  in 
the  wages  of  the  laborers.  Butlfind  thattae  report 
has  gone  abroad— spread  probably  by  some  i  aterest- 
ed  persons — that  some  memders  of  the  committee 
on  the  part  of  this  branch  were  instrumental  in 
the  reduction  of  the  laboring  men  in  the  Paving 
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Depattment.  It  1=  a  well-knowo  tact— if  rot  to 
the  men  in  the  city's  employ,  at  least  to  tbe  mem- 
be.  sol'  this  Council— the  Committ  e  on  Paving 
on  the  pa  t  of  this  branch  have  no  more  power  in 
tnat  department  than  a  gentleman  living  m  New 
Orleans  or  anywhere  else  in  [be  Uuit-u  States.  It 
is  a  well-knoivu  tact  that  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets,  with  the  Aldermeo,  regulates  the  pay  ot 
th?  men,  and  buvs  the  materials,  and  the 
committee  on  the  part  of  this  brauch 
have  no  power  whatever.  I  have  never  met 
with  the  Commirtee  oo  Paving  of  (he  Board  of  Al- 
derm-nbut  ones  aud  then  I  was  aske  t  to  sign  my 
name  for  an  appropriation  of  a  million  dollars  or 
more:  and  wnen  I  asked  why, I  was  told  that  it 
was  the  uileand  I  must  sign,  which  I  did,  and  have 
never  met  the  co  nmittee  siace.  I  make  this  ex- 
planatio  that  memoers  may  understand  my  po- 
sition. Now,  in  maki  g  up  this  reoort  it  was 
asked  if  we  could  recommend  anything,  and  it 
was  decided  negatively,  without  a  dissenting  voice: 
it  was  decided  that  we  could  report  the  facts  and 
nothing  else.  There  is  no  difference  between  tbe 
majority  a;  d  minority  reports,  and  I  shall  be  just 
as  well  pleased  if  the  Council  accept  the  minority 
as  I  will  if  the  majority  is  adopte  1.  Bolh  are  re- 
ports ot  facts  and  nothing  else.  I  am  ready  to 
at  c?pr  or  offer  any  order,  and  vote  for  it,  that  will 
raise  che  pay  of  all  laborers  in  the  city  of  Boston 
to  $2  a  day. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9—1  should  like  to  know 
the  effect  the  acceptance  or  aoa-acceptance  of 
either  of  these  reports  would  have.  There  does 
n'l  seem  to  be  i-ny  difference  between  them;  eich 
is  a  statement  of  facts,  with  a  slight  expression  of 
the  opinion  of  those  offering  them.  No  order  is 
attached  to  either  report,  ano  I  oon't  see  way  we 
ca mot  vote  as  conscientiously  lor  one  as  fur  ths 
other.  If  there  is  anything  underneath,  other 
than  what  appears  here,  I  think  we  should, 
know  it,  as  we  don't  want  to  commit  ourselves  to 
any  action  that  does  n't  appear  on  the  surface. 

The  President — An  order  has  been  sent  to  the 
Ohair;andas  it  is  pertinent  to  tbe  subject,  the 
Chair  will  read  it : 

"Ordtred,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  tbe  Council 
thai  it  is  inexpedient  at  this  time  to  lessen  the 
pay  of  the  laborers  in  the  Paving  Depaitmenf." 

Mr.  Shaw — That  would  seem  to  be  inopportune 
at  the  present  moment.  We  are  called  upon  to 
consider  these  two  reports,  the  majority  and 
minority.  The  reading  ol  tbe  original  order  of 
inquiry  would,  certrinly  indicate  what  should  be 
done. 

"Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Common 
Council  ou  Paving  be  requested  to  inquire  if  any 
reductioo  has  been  made  in  the  pay  of  tbe  persons 
employed  in  the  Paving  Depaitmert;  and  if  it  ap- 
pears that  a  reduction  has  been  made,  that  said 
committee  report  to  this  Board  the  amount  of  the 
reduction,  the  i easons  for  mas?ing  the  same,  and 
whether  it  applies  to  the  loremen  as  well  as  the 
day  laborers." 

That  is  the  order  which  is  to  be  considered. 
Now  I  don't  think  that  either  report  is  very  clear, 
and  as  the  trentleman  has  well  said,  I  don't  see 
any  an s we i  to  the  question  raised.  I  am,  and  al- 
ways have,  opposed  a  reduction  of  tbe  pay  of  the 
laborers,  and  I  stood  and  voteo  alooe  on  that  mat- 
ter i  a  the  Committee  on  Common  and  Squares. 
But  it  does  seem  to  me  that  this  majority  report 
does  not  answer  all  the  questious  as  called  for  i«i 
the  vote  passed  by  tbe  Council.  It  is  very  brief, 
and  I  should  judge  very  poorly  considered.  My 
worthy  friend  says  they  have  no  power  ove-it. 
That  is  n't  the  question.  No  question  was 
asked  in  ths  order  whether  they  lad  any  power 
or  not.  Those  familiar  with  the  management  of 
committee  business  know  very  well  that  the 
Boaro,  of  Aldermen  claim  the  supreme  right  to 
control  that  matter.  It  is  very  wrong,  although 
they  claim  it.  There  never  should  be  allowed,  in 
my'judgtnent — if  I  may  be  permitted  to  say  it — a 
standing  committee  of  one  brauch  without  a  rep- 
resentation of  the  other  branch.  Every  matter 
of  that  kind  should  be  condidered  by  a  joint 
committee  in  which  the  Co-incil  is  repre- 
se.ited  oil  the  year,  as  well  as  the  Board 
of  Aldermen.  But  that  is  not  the  custom 
or  practice.  They  claim,  as  the  gentleman  well 
said,  supreme  control  of  the  whole  matter.  I  be- 
lieve that  t  >  oe  entirely  wrong.  Nevertheless  it  is 
the  custom  an  i  practice,  ana  therefore  the  City 
Governmeut  is  not  properly  represented,  and  the 
gentleman  has  well  said  that  they  have  done  as 
they  piease  and  propose  to  do  so.  They  have  car- 
ried through  this  matter  and  reduced  wages,  and 
tbe  laborers  are  paid  $1.75   a   day   instead  of  $2. 


It  should  be  the  right  and  prerogative  of  the 
whole  City  Council  to  lix  the  pav  of  the 
Laborers,  bur  that  is  not  rue  '  practice. 
I  trunk  this  leport  is  very  meag.e  and 
unsatisfactory;  it  ceitainly  is  to  nv,  for 
the  time  I  have  bad  to  look  at  it.  The  majority 
report  does  n't  satisfy  u,c  at  all,  and  if  either  is  to 
be  considered  and  passed  upon  tonight,  I  shall 
vote  for  the  minonty  report. 

Mr.  Flytm—  It  is  useless  to  adopt  either  report 
until  some  sucn  order  as  has  been  read  by  tbe 
Chair  has  been  offered  for  the  Council  to  voce 
upon.  Both  repoits  are  mere  statements  of  facts ; 
they  lecommeno  nothing.  Mv  order  was  intend- 
ed <o  call  for  some  recommendation  from  the  com- 
mittee; but  thev  only  give  us  a  statement  of  facts. 
I  supposed  that  some  order  giving  an  expressionof 
opinion  would  come  in  for  the  Council  to  pass 
upon. 

Mr.  Jaquss  of  Ward  9—1  hope  that  when  the 
vote  is  taken  the  yeas  and  nays  will  be  called 
for;  but  it  seems  tome  that  it  would  be  beneath 
th°  dignify  of  the  Council  to  voce  upon  the  ac- 
ceptance ot  either  of  these  reports  under  the  sys- 
tem of  taking  the  yeas  and  nays.  Itseeun  tome 
to  be  an  electioneering  move,  if  I  ma.7  so  term  it. 
Wbat  is  the  obiect  of  adopting  a  report  which  car- 
ries co  order  with  it?  It  amounts  to  nothing 
whatever,  ror,  as  I  remarked  when  up  before,  any 
of  us  can  vote  for  toe  acceptance  of  either  of 
these  reports  as  well  as  for  the  other. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3,  both  re- 
ports were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Walsh  offered  the  ore er  previously  read  by 
the  President. 

Mi .  Anderson— I  move  to  further  amend  by  add- 
ing, "and  that  the  pay  of  the  laborers  i.i  no  de- 
partment be  reaucea  during  tbe  present  year."  I 
understand  that  tbe  laborers  in  the  Water  Depart- 
ment have  been  i educed  also. 

Mr.  Beal  of  Ward  16— An  order  was  oh'ereo  mak- 
ing inquiry  whether  the  wages  cad  been  reduced, 
and  if  so,  ihy?  and  the  rnajoiity  report  states 
that  they  cave  been  reouced  and  the  reasons  for 
the  reduction.  The  order  now  offered  states  that 
the  wages  shoalo  not  be  reduced,  when  it  is  a  fact 
thit  tbey  have  been  cut  down. 

Mr.  Train— While  I  am  in  favor  of  paying  labor- 
ing mea  well,  and  favor  a  reduction  in  other  quar- 
ters rather  than  there,  1  would  ask  whether  it  is 
our  business  to  interfere  in  this  matter  at  all. 
Under  section  6  ot  the  ordinance,  the  Superin- 
tendeic  of  Street?  has  authority  to  ma<re  all  con- 
tracts for  labor  f.nd  mateiials,  subject  to  the  di- 
rection and  control  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
Have  we  any  business  to  interfere  in  the  price 
paid  for  labor  and  materials? 

Mr.  WaUb— I  don't  think  the  Superintendent 
has  che  right  co  reduce  the  pay  of  the  laborers,  as 
the  sixth  sectiou  reaos  thus: 

"Sect.  6.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Su- 
perintendent, under  the  direction  and  control  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  to  superintend  the  gener- 
al state  of  the  streets;  to  attend  to  tne  laying  out, 
widenmg,  elevation,  and  repairs  of  the  same,  and 
to  make  all  contracts  for  the  supply  of  labor  and 
materials  theref  ir;  to  give  notice  to  the  Mayor, 
or  the  Chief  of  Police,  of  any  nusance,  obstruc- 
tion, or  encroachment  thereon.  And  the  city 
shall  not  be  responsible  for  any  of  his  doings  that 
have  uot  bten  ordered  by  the  City  Council,  or  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  or  sanctioned  by  express 
vote." 

Now,  Mr.  President,  what  right  has  the  Superin- 
tendent to  reduce  rhe  pay  of  the  laborers  of  che 
city  ?  I  and  four  of  my  colleagues  bad  an  interview 
with  the  Superlotendeni  of  Streets,  and  after  an 
hour's  interview  he  decided  that  he  did  n't  think 
those  poor  men  could  live  on  their  pay  after  the  re- 
duction. He  also  stated  that  it  was  n't  his  wish  to 
reduce  them;  that  he  knew  that  in  the  face  of  the 
hard  winter  it  is  almighty  hard  for  the  Council 
and  Board  of  Aldermen  to  reduce  the  pay  of  those 
laboring  men,  and  that  he  didn't  think  the  step 
ought  to  be  taken.  He  did  o't  introduce  the  order 
to  reduce  those  laborers.  It  is  known  that  in  win- 
t?r  we  bave  the  public  institutions  tilled, 
and  if  these  poor  people  get  out  ot  work  they  will 
not  have  a  dollar  10  speno  to  keep  them  fiotn  the 
houses  ot  Inoustry  and  Correction.  We  find  truant 
boys  in  tbe  streets  because  their  fathers  and 
mothers  have  n't  a  dollar  to  spDnd  to  clothe  them 
decently,  oo  that  they  may  go  to  school.  I  can't 
see  what  advantage  it  will  be  to  reauce  the  pay  of 
these  men,  for  they  will  have  to  be  suoported 
anyho  v,  either  by  -york  which  tbey  want  or  at  the 
public  institutions.  If  those  gentlemen  ate  so 
anxious  to  economize,  I  don't    think   tbey  should 
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begin  by  cutting  down  tbe  pay  of  the  Door  labor- 
ing men  and  mechanics  in  the  city  employ. 
There  are  plenty  oi  other  ways  where  members 
cap  save  a  great  deal  ot  money.  For  in- 
stance, there  is  an  enormous  bill  of  $27,- 
000  tor  refreshments.  Now,  sir,  let  these 
gentlemen  who,  iu  tbe  face  of  the  public, 
are  so  anxious  to  be  judicious  and  piudeut  and 
economical  in  reducing  the  expenses  of  oui  city, 
keep  away  from  Parker's  and  Young's  ootels, 
and  try  in  that  way  io  save  money  for  the  city  to 
help  the  laboring  "men  and  their  families.  And 
yet  some  of  those  very  men  say  that  butier  and 
cheese  die  luxuries  for  the  working  maT.  while 
they  have  dinners  at  Parker's  a.d  Young  s,  with 
all  the  dishes  of  the  season,  and  a  battle  of  cham- 
pagne, at  the  city's  expense ;  aud  yft  they  econo- 
mize by  reducing  tbe  poor  laborer's  wages.'  I  hope 
this  Council  will  consider  the  claims  of  the  poor 
working  menwho  toilin  ourstreets  all  day,beneatb 
the  hot,  broiling  sud,  or  when  the  therrnoinettr  is 
at  zero,  and  yec  go  home  to  their  families  where 
there  is  neither  food  nor  clothing;  and  these  are 
Che  men  whose  pay  tbe  great  city  of  Boston  is  go- 
ing io  reduce.  It  is  a  shame,  sir,  a  shame.  If  we 
have  a  war  it,  is  the  woikiug  men  <vho  are 
called  upon  to  fight  our  battles.  There 
are  a  great  tnapy  of  us  here,  but  we 
would  matre  poor  soldieis  if  we  were  call- 
ed out.  Shall  we  give  these  poor  men  work, 
or  shall  we  support  them  at  Deer  Island?  I  don't 
see  what  benefit  tbe  city  is  to  ger  by  reducing 
their  pay;  and  I  hoxe  the  Council  will  vote  to 
keep  tbe  pay  of  chose  men  where  it  is. 

Mr.  Train — I  agree  with  the  gentleman  in  sym- 
pathy tor  the  labonne  man  ;  but  I  want  to  get  at 
tbe  matter  in  the  rigbt  way,  and  I  will  again  ask 
ihe  question,  whetier  we,  as  a  Common  Council, 
have  any  light  to  determine  the  price  of  labor? 
As  I  read  section  6,  the  Superintendent  ot  Streets, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
has  a  right  to  fix  their  pay.  If  that  is  so,  what 
have  we  to  say  about  any  race  they  may  choose  to 
estaDlisb,wnetber  $1.50  or  $2.50  a  day?  Understand 
me;  1  go  for  paying  the  utmost  f arching:  to  keep 
tbe  poor  man  out  of  the  houses  of  Correction  aod 
Industry;  but  we  want  to  go  about  it  the  right 
way. 

M'.  Shaw— I  think  that  several  of  us  are  compe- 
tent to  answer  that  question.  Will  the  Chair  be 
kind  enough  to  read  the  order  again.  [The  Presi- 
dent read  the  order.]  If  the  gentleman  who  of- 
fered the  order  had  understood  the  rule  and 
practice  of  the  City  Government  he  would 
have  written  "City  Council,"  and  then  if  it 
passes  here  it  must  perforce  go  to  the  other 
branch,  and  if  passed  there,  unless  vetoed  by  the 
Mayor  it  has  all  the  force  and  effect  of  an  ordi- 
nance. That  has  repeatedly  been  decided  and  I 
believe  it  io  be  good  law.  That,  in  answer  to  my 
friend  from  the  Thirteeith  Y?ard,  I  think  he  is 
right  io  wanting  it  done  the  rigbt  way,  and  I 
would  move  to  amend  the  order  so  that  it  shall  be 
right  and  legal,  and  shall  read  "City  Council"  in- 
stead of  "Common  Council." 

Mr.  Walsh— I  accept  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11— I  believe  with  the  geu- 
tleman  from  Ward  5  [Mr.  Waisbl  that  a  veiy  wise 
reduction  might  be  made  in  the  expenses  f or  re- 
freshments, for  that  is  one  feature  in  our  city  ex- 
penditures which  ought  to  be  curtail,  d  ;  but  I  be- 
lieve ic  is  generally  admitted  by  most  men,  wheu 
unbiased  by  prejudice,  that  the  city's  affairs 
should  be  run  as  nearly  as  possible  on  the  ba«is 
that  men  manage  their  private  business.  It  is  ad- 
mitted by  every  one  that  the  price  of  labor, 
materials,  clerk  hire,  and  nearly  everything  else 
in  our  country,  is  on  the  decline.  To  contradict 
this  statement  would  be  to  contradict  the  evi- 
dence of  every-day  life.  Now  our  pay  m  tbe 
city  departments  has  hitherto  ceen  based 
on  the  average  wages  paid  during  what 
was  called  war  times;  our  scale  of  wages  is  now 
very  much  on  the  same  basis  that  it  was  during 
the  war,  when  flour,  meat  and  orher  necessities 
of  life  were  higher  than  they  are  now.  Tbe  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  5,  in  tbe  eloqueDt  address 
which  he  has  just  made,  speaks  of  the  hard  win- 
ter coming  on,  and  which  tbe  poor  people  must 
face.  I  recognize  that  fact  as  much  as  ne  does. 
But  who  is  to  face  this  hard  winter?  Is  it  tbe 
men  who  are  paid  $1.75?  or  those  who  receive  no 
pay?  ot  those  that  tbe  reduction  will  enable  the 
city  to  employ?  The  gentleman  mistakes  tbe 
idea  entirely.  The  danger  is  to  those  who  are  out 
of  work.  This  reduction  in  the  Paving  Depart- 
ment applies  to  nearly  300  meo.  Provideo  the 
same   amount   of   money    were    expenped,   tbe 


reduction  would  br  equivaieot  to  keepiog  100  addi- 
tional working  m»n  employed,  and  as  che  majority 
of  them  have  families  it  would  support,  on  tbe 
average,  three  or  four  hundred  moie  people.  I 
ask  whether  it  would  n't  oe  better  to  give  these 
three  or  four  hundred  oeo;le  some  sustenance 
rattier  than  have  them  dependent  on  the  Over- 
seers of  the  Foor,  or  engage  in  criminal  pursuits 
during:  the  coming- winter?  Why,  sir,  it  seems  to 
me  as  palpable  as  anything  can  be  chat  it  is  the 
wisest  economy,  wben  the  demand  for  labor  is  so 
slight  in  private  oursuits,  for  the  city  to  take 
such  seeps  to  keep  poor  people  employed. 
This  matter  has  been  brought  ud  indirectly 
fiom  the  first  of  the  year,  and  I  think  there  has 
been  loo  much  disposition  evinced  by  the  Coun- 
cil to  argue  that  it  was  the  province  of  the  City 
Government  to  provide  sustenance— or,  forsooth, 
work — for  i  hose  citiz-ns  who  are  in  n' ed  of  it. 
This  is  entirely  antagonistic  to  all  democratic 
ideas ;  it  is  entirely  in  violation  of  the  rudiments 
of  democracy  as  laid  down  by  Jefferson  and  other 
advocates  ano  leaders  of  republicanism  or  democ- 
racy, which  is  one  aud  the  same,  so  far  as  this  is 
concerned.  That  idea  is  borrowed  dirtctlv  from 
the  imperial'stic  nations  of  Europe,  where  they 
believe  that  the  lower  classes  of  people  are  unable 
to  devise  ways  and  means  to  support  themselves, 
and  that  the  Govenment  is  a  paternal  institution 
to  whicb  the^  loos  and  from  which  they  are  to  re- 
ceive benefits.  Why,  sir,  the  system  is  somewhat 
similar  to  those  in  vogue  in  ancient  Rome.  The 
people  at  chat  time  believed  thatthe  Imperial  Gov- 
ernment was  obliged  lo  provide  them  with  money 
without  price,  and  also  gladiatorial  shows  for 
their  amusement.  The  consequence  was  that 
when  there  was  a  famine  in  Egypt  the  city  ot 
Rome  rose  in  revo't.  Later,  the  same  practice 
was  applied  in  Paris,  where  Napoleon  was  obliged 
to  force  circumstances  in  order  to  keep  the  people 
employee;  when  the  private  demands  for  labor 
slackened  toe  Government  stepped  into  the 
breach  and  supplied  it.  What  was  the  result? 
The  French  Government  was  ooligea  to  go  to  war 
to  keep  the  people  from  rebellion.  I  ask  if  it  is 
well  to  encoui age  such  a  system  under  this  Gov- 
ernment? It  would  do  away  with  the  idea  of  in- 
dividual independence;  tbe  people,  thus  encour- 
aged, would  lose  their  ideas  of  freedom,  equality 
and  independence  which  it  was  the  province  of  the 
founders  of  this  country  to  encourage.  Itru-cthat 
nothing  of  this  kind  will  be  done  here.  At  this  time, 
pethaps,  it  might  be  well  for  the  city,  iu  view  of 
the  cheapness  of  labor  and  materials,  to  carry  on 
certain  improvements  wcicb  have  been  delayed 
because  of  their  expense ;  but  it  should  not  be 
done  with  the  idea  that  we  are  obliged  to  keep  the 
inhabitants  supplied  with  food. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7 — This  is  the  second 
lecture  that  my  friend  from  Ward  11  has  giyen  us 
on  that  peculiar  political  economy  he  has  studied 
so  long,  and  upoD  which  he  has  lead  so  much.  In 
other  words,  his  idea  is  that  the|governmenc  of  a 
country  should  guarantee  the  protection  of  life 
and  property,  and  when  that  is  done  the  rest 
should  be  left  to  individuals.  Why  was  not 
that  principle  craccised,  when  Massachusetts 
put  her  money  into  the  big  hole  in  the 
mountain,  or  loaned  it  to  the  Boston,  Hart- 
ford &  Erie  Railroad;  or  wh:n  tbe  question 
came  up  of  providing  water  works  for  the 
city  of  Boston— because  if  he  canied  out  his 
system  to  a  logical  conclusion,  ic  is  that  the  Gov- 
ernment, must  do  nothing  unich  private  individ- 
uals can  do  (he  shakes  his  head  and  savs  it  is) — for 
he  has  been  reading  that  style  of  political  econ- 
omy. But  the  question  is  not  whether  the  i-ity  of 
Boston  shall  provide  sho?s  for  the  people,  or 
make  the  laborers  like  the  lilies  ot  the  field,  which 
sow  not,  neither  do  they  spin ;  nor,  like  the  Roman 
Government  of  old,  to  provida  the  people  with 
food  aod  raiment  gratis.  The  question  is,  whether 
the  laborer  forth  s  cicy  of  Boston  shall  give  a  fair 
day's  pay  for  a  fair  day's  work,  and  not  for 
marching  up  and  down  the  bathing  saloons  as 
the  old  Romans  did.  That  is  the  simple  question. 
The  ordei  simply  says  ttiat  it  is  the  sense  of  this 
Council,  as  the  representatives  of  the  people  in 
the  differei  t  wards  of  Boston,  that  it  is  inexpe- 
dient at  this  time  to  lower  the  wages  of  the  la  - 
borer.  We  have  a  right  to  do  that.  Nobody  will 
question  that  we  have  a  perfect  tight  to  do  it. 
The  idea  is  simply  preposterous  that  this  Council, 
havi'Jg  ereated  a  certain  board,  has  no  rigbt  to 
express  its  wishes  to  that  board.  The  constituents 
of  a  man  have  a  peifect  ri^ht  to  give  au  ex  ores- 
siou  to  their  opinion.  How  much  more  have  the 
creators  the  right  to  say  tbat  this  should  not  be 
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done  by  those  to  wbom  they  bave  delegated  cer- 
tain power*.  I  have  bestowed  a  good  deal  of 
thought  upon  tbis  subject  during  the  past  two 
•weeks.  1  have  consulted  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  and  I  have  looked  over  the  Auditor's  re- 
ports. I  shall  yi  Id  to  no  man  in  the  matter  of 
retiscchment — and  I  don't  speak  here  for  mere 
buncombe;  members  of  rhe  Couacil  will  give  me 
credit  for  not  sayiug  anything  merely  for  bun- 
combe; but  I  think  it  is  the  universal  sentiment 
of  the  citizens  of  Boston  that  it  is  inexpedient  at 
this  time  to  lower  the  wages  of  the  laboreis. 
Upoo  looking  over  the  Auditoi's  report,  I  find 
that  in  1865,  ten  years  ago,  the  laborers  received 
$45  a  month,  if  they  worked  on  full  time;  now,  if 
the v  work  on  full  time,  thev  receive  $45.50.  I 
understand  thac  it  is  impossible  for  them 
to  work  on  full  time,  and  therefore  their 
pay  averages  about  $38  pei  month.  1  find  by  the 
Auditor's  report  that  in  1865  the  Auditor  received 
$3000  a  year,  today  he  gets  $6000 ;  the  City  Clerk 
was  paid  thea  $3000,  today  $5000;  Cle-K.  of  Com- 
mittees then  $1700,  todav  $3600;  City  Solicitor 
then  $4000,  now  $6000;  City  Messenger  then  $1600, 
now  $2000;  Superintendent  of  Sewers  the  u  $1650, 
now  $3300;  Superintendent  of  Streets  then  $1500, 
now  $3800;  Superintendent  of  ties  Ith  then  $1900, 
now  $3000;  City  Physician  then  $1500,  uow  $3000; 
Citv  Registrar  then  $1800,  now  $3000;  Chief 
Engineer  then  $1700,  now  $3300;  Superin- 
tendent of  Federal-street  Bridge,  whieh  re- 
quires a  great  deal  of  brains,  then  $1500, 
now  $3000;  Superintendent  of  Dover-street 
Bridge  then  $700,  aow  $1400;  Superintendent 
of  Public  Buildings  then  $1500,  now  $3600; 
Treasurer,  then  $3750,  now  $6000.  And  the 
Assistant  Assessors,  who  have  increased  so  much 
in  capacity  tor  performing  public  service,  as 
everybody  knows, — the  standard  ot  that  de- 
paitment  has  been  raised  so  much  in  ten  years— 
that  f  torn  meu  like  Mr.  Connor,  whom  1865  were 
satisfied  with  $3  or  $4  a  day,  we  have  risen  to  men 
who  in  1875  receive  $7  a  day  and  $350  for  inside 
work,--an  increase  of  seventy-flye  per  cent,  in  ten 
years.  The  increase  in  the  pty  of  toe  city  laborers 
has  been  only  fifty  cents  per  month.  I  will  go  as  far 
as  any  member  of  this  Council  in  economy;  but  I 
ask  if  it  is  fair  aud  just  and  right  to  begin 
here  and  say,  thus  far  shalt  thou  go  and 
no  farther?— that  you  will  cut  down  the  pay 
of  the  men  from  $2  to  $1.75  for  economy's  sake, 
and  the  large  salaried  rnen  remain  the  same?  I 
consulted  the  Superintendenc  of  Streets,  and 
asked  him  if  he  thought  $2  per  day  was  not  a  fair 
day's  pay  for  a  fair  day's  work,  and  he  said  it  was. 
Then  I  asked  him  what  kind  of  persons  he  had 
employed  in  his  department,  and  he  said  the  ap- 
propriation was  so  small  tbis  year  that  he  was 
obliged  to  cut,  down  and  cull  from  those  in  the  la- 
borers'department,  and  he  dismissed  ttose  who 
could  be  dismissed  without  much  injury  to  them- 
selves or  their  families,  or  in  other  words,  those 
who  could  paddle  their  own  caooes,  and  that  all 
those  retained  in  the  department  were  men 
who  have,  on  the  average,  from  four  to 
six  persons  depending  on  them.  Now  ask 
any  member  of  this  Council  how  any  man 
can  support  a  family  of  six  on  $38  a  month,  which 
is  nearly  as  much  as  they  can  earn  if  they  work 
full  time;  aod  if  they  earn  $45.50,  how  can  a  man 
support  a  family  of  five  or  six  upon  thac?  Tho 
gentleman  says  we  must  cany  on  the  City  Gov- 
ernment precisely  as  a  man's  private  business  is 
carried  on.  I  agree  with  him  that  we  should;  but 
the  City  Government  has  no  right  to  take  advan- 
tage of  individuals  because  their  places  can  easi- 
ly be  filled;  and  say  we  will  not  give  vou  a  fair 
day's  price  for  a  fair  day's  work  because  we  can 
get  somebody  else  who  is  on  the  point  of 
starvation,  and  will  work  for  $1.75  a  day  to 
keep  him  from  starving.  I  hope  the  City  Gov- 
ernment will  be  the  last  to  adopt  such  a  position 
as  this.  I  Know  that  we  have  no  power  to  raise  or 
lower  wages;  but  this  is  a  simple  suggestion,  and 
1  think  it  would-  be  worthy  of  consideration,  and 
would  be  received  with  that  respect  which  ic 
ought  to  have,  coming  trotu  this  Council.  For 
thac  reason  I  shall  vote  for  this  order  at  this  time, 
believing  that  it  represents  the  sense  of  a  majori- 
ty of  the  Council  and  th«  inoabitants.  If  we  are 
to  cut  down  wages,  let  us  be?m  at  the  top  and  1 
will  go  with  you. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13— The  gentleman  has  just 
arrived  &t  the  point  where  I  thought  he  would  ar- 
ri re  when  he  first  got  up.  My  point  is  tnat  we,  as 
a  Common  Council,  have  no  risbt  to  establish  the 
pay  of  the  laborers  of  the  city.  If  I  had  the  right, 
I  would  advance  the  rate  to  $2.50,  rather  than  re- 


duce it.  But  it  strikes  me  that  if  we  desire  to  ao- 
proach  the  Boara  of  Aldermen  «e  snould  do  it  in 
the  form  of  a  resolve.  Let  them  understand  that 
this  is  our  opinion,  and  I  chink  that  will  be  better 
than  a  peremptory  order.  1  would  suggest  that  an 
amendment  be  made,  so  that  it  shall  be  in  the 
shape  ot  a  resolve  instead  of  an  order. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward— I  hope  gentlemen  will 
vote  undeistanJmgly  upon  this  question.  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  7  has  made  his  remarks  in 
such  a  plausible  form  that  it  is  difficult  to  reply 
to  them.  Certainly  I  do  not  propose  to  go  into 
the  que=tiou  of  totitical  economy,  but  I  will  take 
occasion  to  say  that  I  differ  from  his  conclusions. 
He  states  that  it  will  do  no  harm  to  vote  for  the 
order,  beeause  it  is  simply  an  expression  of  opin- 
ion ;  but  it  was  stated  that  if  we  pass  this  order  it 
will  nave  all  the  effect  of  an  ordinance, 
and  we  ought  to  und^r-tand  whether  that 
is  che  case  or  not  —  whetuer  this  Coua- 
cil,  in  voting  for  the  order  or  resolve  and  sending 
ir  up  to  the  other  branch,  who  may  do  likewise, 
are  substantially  voting  for  an  ordinance  that  no 
wages  in  any  department  shall  be  reduced.  Now, 
I  notice  by  the  reports  chat  these  things  generally 
come  up  on  the  eve  of  an  election,  and  I  notice 
that  gentlemen,  about  this  time,  are  very  willing 
to  express  good  feeling  towards  the  poor.  But  I 
would  like  to  ask  any  gentlemen,  if  they  have 
occasion  to  hire  eight,  ten  or  twenty  men,  to 
be  paid  from  their  own  purses,  whether  it  is 
their  custom  to  emplov  them  at  the  cur- 
rent late  of  wages,  if  ic  he  $1.50  a  da^, 
or  whether  they  voluntarily  pay  $2  a  day,  if 
it  comes  from  their  own  means?  Now,  what 
right  have  we,  as  representatives  of  the  people, 
elected  to  concuct  their  affairs  with  eeeuomy,  to 
vote  to  sp>*od  other  people'smoney  ih  sucha  wav? 
It  is  the  duty  ot  every  superintendent,  having 
control  of  a  department,  to  obtaio  his  labor  at  the 
current  rate  ot  wages,  and  not  to  pay  less  than 
that.  I  hope  no  gentleman  will  be  afraid  toexcress 
his  booest  conviction  wnen  it  comes  to  a  vote.  If 
the  Dassage  of  such  an  order  has  all  the  effect  of 
an  ordinance,  I  hope  no  gentleman  will  vote  tor  it. 

Mr.  Kelley  of  Ward  21— Wten  1  signed  that  mi- 
nority report  the  idea  of  an  election  never  entered 
my  mind,  for  I  don't  ouucrj  care  whether  I  am  re- 
turned or  not.  But  I  believe  in  being  as  sav- 
ing as  I  possibly  can  for  the  city,  and  I  believe, 
likewise,  in  a  man  practicing  what  he  preaches. 
I  hired  from  ten  to  twenty  laborers  this  summer, 
and  I  have  paid  them  at  the  rate  of  $2  a  day.  I 
believe  in  paying  a  man  enough  for  a  day's  work 
so  chat  he  can  afford  to  eat  a  good  dinner  at  noon 
and  be  lit  to  do  half  a  cay's  work  afterwards.  I 
believe  in  hiring  men  so  thdt  I  shall  not 
have  two  or  three  tmstees  put  upon  me  before 
Saturday  and  I  be  compelled  to  go  into  c,urt 
Monday  morning  and  sectle  the  men's  claims.  I 
believe  in  hiring  men  so  that  they  can  pav  their 
debts.  I  know  men  who  are  working  for  the  city 
of  Boston  today  whose  wages  are  mortgaged  to 
the  grocery  stores,  while  their  wives  go  out  wash- 
ing in  order  to  pav  the  house  rent.  I  know  peo- 
ple who  keep  their  children  home  from  school  be- 
cause they  cannot  afford  to  give  them  clothes 
suitable  to  wear  to  school — i  don't  say  this  to  be 
returned,  for  it  is  n't  a  place  that  I  care  for — and 
if  the  Truant  OffiVer  happens  to  catch  those  chil- 
dren in  the  street,  they  are  s?,nt  do.vo  to  the 
island.  There  are  frequently  such  cases  of  chil- 
dren being  sent  to  the  island,  and  their  parents 
don't  know  where  they  are.  Before  I  signed  that 
report  I  made  it  my  business  to  inquire  what  wa- 
ges were  paid  at  the  wharves  in  Charlestown,  and 
I  found  that  on  the  line  of  Water  street  the  men 
are  paid  $2  a  day,  and  it  is  the  same  ar,  the  Navy 
Yard.  I  believe  in  members  voting  for  any  meas- 
ure in  this  Council  uithout  fear  or  favor.  If  pri- 
vate individual-:;  can  afford  to  pay  $2  a  day,  1  don't 
see  why  the  great  City  of  Boston  cannot  afford  to 
do  the  Sam*.  I  believe  those  men  have 
the  same  right  to  fair  pay  for  a  fair  day's 
work  that  the  clerks  in  the  departments  have,  and 
I  would  like  some  of  those  gentlemen  to  work  an 
hour  in  a  cesspool,  and  say  whether  it  is  n't  worth 
$2  a  day.  I  believe  in  a  reduction  of  salaries.  1 
believe  we  can  get  a  Cicy  Solicitor  for  $4000  a  year 
with  almost  as  much  talent  as  the  present  one.  If 
we  are  going  to  reduce,  letui  commence  at  the 
too.witli  his  Honor  the  Mavor,  and  go  down  to 
the  sweepers  of  the  streets.  I  believe  that  all  the 
employes  are  getting  too  high  salaries.  We 
elected  deputy  collectors  last  week,  and  there 
was  considerable  debate  in  the  Board  of 
Aldermen.  Some  of  them  wanted  to  pay 
$1700    merely    to    collect     taxes.     I   was     talk. 


594 


COMMON       COUNCIL 


ing  with  tlie  chairmau  of  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
iDg,  who  gives  brains  ?xd  talents  tne  preference. 
Let  aim  talk  witu  these  meo  on  the  ft  est  and 
he  will  find  co  isiderable  brain  and  talent  there; 
but  ohtdr  pay  is  reduced.  Whv,  sir.  I  fenow  men 
on  the  S'reet  who  are  more  competent  to  run  the 
gangs  man  the  bosses  are.  I  ask.  how  thee  ouen 
can  be  expected  to  support  theii  families  through 
this  winter  on  $1.75  a  day  and  not  worn  full  time 
either,  as  most  of  the  work  in  winter  is  shov- 
elling: snow  off  the  streets.  And  I  should 
like  to  Know  how  much  the  city  is  going  to 
gain  by  a  reduction  of  tveniy-five  cents  on 
the  laborer's  pay,  when  he  wont  have  more 
th^n  a  quarter  or  the  time  to  won? .  I  think  it  is 
unjust  to  the  poor  mar:.  I  claim  that  I  came  here 
not  seeking  to  be  returned,  for  I  have  tuy  ckmbts 
if  I  should  it  I  am  nominated  and  elected".  I  bold 
that  no  member  should  hesitate  to  vote  tor  the 
best  in:erest  of  'he  city. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  WK,"t  to  say  a  few 
words  on  this  subject.  I  tgree  with  gentlemen 
who  sa,y  we  have  a  pet  feet  right  to  express  our 
opinion  as  to  whether  it  is  expedient  or  not  to  in- 
duce th3  pav  of  the  laborers  at  the  present 
time;  but  I  think  there  are  some  common 
seose  views  of  tee  matter  which  I  ii&ve 
n't  yet  heaid  express -d  this  evening,  and  which 
ought,  to  be  .stated.  I  did  n't  iutend  anything  un- 
complimentary, and  I  don't  mean  that  what  has 
been  said  were  not  eo-nmoi.-se  se  views.  It  is 
Mmplytbis:  The  City  Government  has  appropri- 
ated certain  sums  of  money  to  can  v  out  certain 
public  works.  We  can  spend,  say.  $600  in  labor, 
and  if  we  employ  men  at  $2  a  day,  300  will  be  era- 
ployed;  if  we  give  them  $1.50  a  day  we  can  employ 
400  men.  Now,  it  is  agreed  upon  all  hands  that 
there  are  now  more  laboring  men  in  the  city  tbau 
can  find  work;  many  men  are  in  great  straits  be- 
cause i  hey  cannot  find  worir.  Now,  is  n't  it  better 
that  the  city's  money  slioulo  be  distributed 
among  400  men  at  $1.50  a  day  apiece,  than  among 
300  at  $2?  Would  n't  it  help  more  ouer.  ?  Would  n't 
it  do  more  good,  if  distributed  among  400  men  a* 
$1.50  a  clay,  thauainong  300  men  at  $2?  Would  n't 
itbebetier  that  a  great  many  meo  should  nave 
something,  tnan  to  give  it  to  a  few  and  let  the 
rest  have  nothing?  Besides  more  work  would  be 
done,  and  more  stteets  would  be  puc  in  good  or- 
der. We  can  spend  but  so  much  money,  as 
the  amouot  has  been  determined.  We  cao  make 
the  money  go  further  by  reducing  the 
wages.  I  don't  believe  in  reducing  wages 
below  the  ordinary  rates  paid  by  business 
men,  and  I  don't  uoreiscand  that  that  has  been 
done.  But  if  we  do  make  this  redaction  we  help 
more  men  and  do  more  good  to  the  laboring  class- 
es, get  more  benefit  from  it,  more  work  done, 
more  streets  put  in  good  order,  and  get  more  tor 
our  money.  Those  seem  to  me  to  be  tne  reasons 
why  it  is  proper  and  just  that  wages  should  be  re- 
duced to  the  fair  average  of  those  paid  by  private 
individuals  and  corporations. 

Mr.  Walsh— For  the  benefit  of  the  gentleman  on 
my  rigor,  I  would  state  that  I  have  examined  the 
corporatio  is  in  this  and  neighboring  cities  and  I 
find  that  the  average  pay  is  $36  or  $38  a  month. 
Bot  the  labor  is  inside  work,  while  our  city  labor- 
ers are  on  the  streets,  keeping-  the  crossings  clean 
for  the  ladies  to  walk  over;  and  if  the  day  is  wet 
they  are  sent  home  and  lose  the  time.  You  give 
these  men  $1.50  a  day  and  the  next  thine:  is 
their  wives  and  children  uave  to  go  out  on 
the  street  and  beg.  It  is  a  shame  for  the 
city  of  Boston  to  reduce  the  pay  of  its  la- 
borers down  to  $1.50.  I  emplo.i  eighteen  men  and 
would  be  ashamed  to  offer  them  $1.50  a  day.  I 
find  by  Mr.  Harris's  books  that  the  men  last  win- 
ter did  n't  average  three-quarters  time.  We  can- 
not reduce  the  city  expenses  by  reducing  the  la- 
borers'pay,  tor  they  will  have  to  be  supported 
somehow.  Gentlemen  should  not  begin  ecoro  ny 
by  attacking  the  poor  man  and  the  mechanic. 
There  is  my  friend  in  front  of  me.  Look  at  the 
money  he  has  lavished  upon  superintendents  and 
commissioners.  Why,  sir,  we  can  get  just  as  good 
meo  by  reducing  their  salary  thirty  per  cent.  It 
is  u't  like  reducing  the  poor  men,  for  we  must 
support  them,  for  they  wilt  have  to  go  to  the  soup 
houses.  Nomau  offeelmgin  this  Council  will  vote 
to  reduce  to  $150  a  day,  bu  every  member  will 
vote  according  to  his  best  judgment. 

Mr.  Duggau  of  Ward  5  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  hope  the  main  question  will  not  be 
oruered,  oecause,  wheD  I  was  up  before  I  said  nhat 
the  uassage  of  the  order  would  have  the  force  of 
an  ordinance,  but  I  say  now  the  order  is  but  an 


expression  of  opinion,  and  I  desire  to  say  a  few 
words  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Duggan  withdrew  the  motion. 

Mr.  Sbaw— It  do<*s  seem  very  singular  that  gea- 
tlemet)  should  oring  forward  these  plausible 
arguments,  but  there  is  no  depth  to  them.  Gen- 
tlemen win  remember  that  this  subject  wa= 
brought  before  the  Council  some  rims  ia«t  year, 
and  we  had  the  same  style  of  argument.  They 
even  weot  baok,  as  they  have  gone  tonight,  to  im- 
perial Rome  aod  revolutionary  Fraoce,  and 
brought  up  the  "polj  tariack"  of  Napoleon  the 
Taird.  This  is  a  tree  and  independent  govern- 
ment. Let  us  not  follow  the  action  or  the  mon- 
archies of  Europe.  All  tha^  was  brought  along 
here,  but  it  was  laughed  at  and  almost  kicked 
out  And  tne  same  plausible  argument  was 
brought  up  about  the  election,  which  my  friend 
from  Waid  9  has  referred  co,  two  or  three 
times.  W  hy  does  it  rankle  in  his  mine  ?  It  takes 
a  rogue  to  catch  a  rogue,  ttey  say.  Nobody  else 
talks  about  election  except  those  who  oppose  the 
intro  uctioo  of  this  order.  It  don'c  trouble  any- 
body else.  It  don't  trouble  me,  and  I  may  or  may 
not  be  a  candioatefor  election  at  the  proper  sime; 
but  I  am  willing  to  meet  it.  I  say  *t  is  inhuman 
to  introduce  an  order  to  cut  down  the  wages  of 
labor  ng  meo.  Whv,  si;,  upon  our  Committee  on 
Common  and  Squares,  when  the  matter  was  dis- 
cussed a  few  weeks  ago,  Superiaceadent  Galvin 
was  calle  I  in  to  give  us  his  opinion,  and 
the  acting  chairman,  who  happens  to  be  the 
chairman  of  another  c  >mmittee,  brought  in  Mr. 
Harri,  th- Supunntendent  of  Streets.  Both  said 
ctiev  could  not  employ  aoother  man,  be  the  wages 
moi  e  or  1  ss.  I  asked  that  question  myself.  Talk 
about  spreading  the  mo<.ey  among  more  men  !  It 
is  perfectly  preposterous,  though  1  will  admit  the 
strength  of  the  argument  that  thev  will  not  be 
compelled  to  discharge  quite  so  many  meu,  per- 
haps, at  this  time.  Instead  of  Keeping  along  the 
work  taat  is  needed  to  be  done,  this  so-called 
economy  is  frightening  people  to  death — not  so 
much  here  as  in  the  other  branch.  It  is  all  bal- 
derdash. It  is  a  political  movement,  and  oothing 
else.  Now,  my  worihy  friend  ''  m  Ward  11,  who 
has  left  bis  seat,  says  everything  has  declined. 
How  much  lower  is  beef  now  than  rive  years  ago? 
or  any  other  necessades  for  ihe  poo.  man  to  live 
upoi?  I  wish  somebody  would  rise  in  his  place 
and  state  the  facts.  I  doa't  see  it.  And  the  Eaily 
Rose  potatoes— tell  me.  Mi.  President,  are  they 
lower  today?  Now,  si,  it  is  undertaken  to  defeat 
this  upon  a  matter  of  principle,  and  they  bring 
up  revolutiooary  France  and  imperial  Rome. 
Where  is  the  fairness  of  comparing  this  fair 
land  of  ours  with  the  moaarchies  of  Europe? 
Aie  we  to  regulate  our  institutions  here  as  Rome 
managed  hers  or  France  aers?  That  is  a  practi- 
cal common-sense  question.  Now  to  what  does 
this  matter  before  the  Council  apply?  Why,  sir, 
we  are  simply  managing  the  city's  business  as  any 
ma;  would  manage  bis,  as  my  friend  says;  and 
let  me  answer  mat  this  i<  a  great  corporation, 
and  we  are  the  trustees,  We  are  bound  to  do  that 
which  is  for  the  grearest  good  of  the  greatest 
number.  Ano  my  worthy  friend  who  is  absent 
from  his  seat— I  hope  he  will  come  back 
soon— has  studied  political  economy  and 
quotes  from  Jefferson.  We' I,  in  my  ooyaood  I 
read  Jefferson,  and  the  cardinal  principle  of  Jef- 
ferson was  the  greatest  good  for  the  greatest 
numbei.  We  are  bound  to  protect  the  people,  as 
we  are  the  trustees  of  this  great  corporation  :  we 
are  bouod  to  protect  them  in  such  a  manner  as 
shall  be  for  the  best,  interest  of  the  whole  people 
in  the  long  ran.  Now,  sir,  there  is  n't  a  gentle 
man  sitting  at  tNis  Board  but  will  admit  his  cou- 
viction  that  the  coming  winier  is  to  be  the  hard- 
est that  poor  people  have  known  for  a  quarter  of 
a  centuiy.  I  think  that  no  oae  will  deoy  that 
last  wioter  was  the  hardest  ever  kDown  for  a 
quarter  of  a  century.  I  was  a  member  of  the 
Legislature  when  a  certain  bill  was  carried 
through  for  the  temporary  relief  of  the  poor. 
Within  sixty  days  before  that  bill  received  the  ap- 
proval of  his  Excellency  I  happened  to  be  drawn 
npon  a  coronet's  jury  to  consider  the  case  of  a 
woman  who  died  by  starvation  within  a  stone's 
throw  of  City  Hail.  I  hope  my  "polytariack" 
friends  will  thick  of  this.  But  for  that  leeal  act 
and  the  good  Sisters  of  Charity  hundreds  of  such 
instances  would  have  occurred.  Let  u>-  bring  this 
thing  home  and  not  dodge  the  question. 
Let  us  meet  it  squarely,  as  every  man  of 
common  sense  ooes,  and  ask  what  is  the  best 
thirg  for  us  to  do  in  view  of  all  th9  facts.  I  hope 
this  matter  will  pass.    I  am  glad  my  f i lend  hag 
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asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  that  each  man  may 
put  himself  upon  record  whecher  he  is  willing  his 
acts  here  should  be  judged  by  the  people,  and 
whether  he  is  acting  truly  for  the  interest  of  the 
people,  or  whether  he  has  political  matters  to 
carry.  Let  ua  meet  it  fairly  and  squarely.  If  it 
is  passed  by  the  City  Council  and  goes  to 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  let  him  ststnd  be- 
fore the  people  and  say  whether  be  is 
willing  io  do  that  which  shall  be  good  for  the 
people,  and  not  let  the  "polytariacks'?  or  poiirics 
interfere  with  his  good  stnse  or  reason  ia  this 
matter. 

Mr.  Train  moved  that  the  order  be  amended  by 
substituting  "Resolved"  for  "Ordered,"  which 
was  accepted  by  Mr.  Walsh. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hairigan,  the  mam  question 
was  ordered,  and  the  resolve  as  amended  was 
passed  to  a  second  reading— yeas  34,  nays  17: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Anderson,  Barry,  Brackett,  Bur- 
gess, Clarke,  Collins,  Coyle,  Cushrnan,  Damon, 
Dugaran,  Edwards,  Fitzgerald,  Fitzpatdck,  Flynn, 
Guild,  Hamgan,  Hicks,  Hiscock,  Kelley,  Kings- 
ley,  Happen,  Loring,  Moley,  Morrison,  Power, 
Rice,  Shaw,  Sibley,  Smith,  Stacev,  Train,  Trull, 
Walsh,  Wilson— 34. 

Naya-Messrs.  Beal,  Burditt,  Crocker,  Cushing, 


Felt,  Goldthwait,  Harmon,  Howes,  Jaques,  Page, 
Paiker,  Pierce,  Sampson,  Sprague,  Sweetser, 
Thacher,  Willcutt— 17. 

Abseut  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Bent,  Cawley, 
Curtis,  Day,  Deveieux,  Kimball,  Kingsbury, 
Leighton,  Long,  Mooney,  Murray, Newtoo,  Noyes, 
Osborne,  Peabbdy,  Perkins,  Wadsworth,  Wal- 
biiclge,  Wnitcomb,  Whitmore,  Wilbur,  Woods— 22. 

The  ovder  was  then  passed.    Sent  up. 

TRUANT  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of   Ward  7  offeied  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Institu- 
tions be  authorized  to  report  to  this  board,  on  or 
before  the  11th  of  November,  a  suitable  place  sepa- 
rate and  apart  from  the  penal  institutions,  to 
which  may  be  sent  the  minors  heretofore  commit- 
ted to  Dear  Island  uuder  the  truant  and  vagrant 
acts ;  said  report  to  cover  the  estimated  expense 
of  putting  said  place  in  proper  condition  tor  occu- 
pation. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15 
the  order,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzgerald  was 
amended  by  substituting  "18th"  for  "11th"  and 
passed.    Sent  up. 

On  motiou  of  Mr.  Thacher  the  Council  ad- 
journed. 
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BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

NOVEMBER    1,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JORORS    DRAWN. 

Thiity  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  Su- 
perior Court,  First  Session,  October  term. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATION  CONFIRMED. 

Special  Police  Officers — George  S.  Hutchinson, 
Evei.mg  School,  b.ith  house,  Caoot  street ;  Patrick 
F.  Turisb,  schcolhouse,  Fifth  street ;  William  R. 
Gray,  for  Globe  Insurance  Company. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE. 

Toe  construction  of  sewers  in  Maywood  street; 
it.  Curtis  street,  West  Roxbury,  and  in  Chelsea 
street,  between  City  squaie  and  Joiner  stieet, 
Charlestowo  ;  and  the  taking  of  land  tor  sewer  in 
King  street  were  considered  on  orders  of  notice! or 
hearings.  No  one  appeared  to  object  and  the  orders 
were  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  H.  A.  S.  D.Dudley 
et  al.,  for  extension  of  ?ewer  in  Tremont  street  as 
far  as  Wigglesworth  street. 

Harriet  E.Reynolds,  that  a  sewer  be  laid  in 
Cedar  street,  between  Lambeit  avenue  and  Haw- 
tdoi  a  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  Jobn  Quinn,  for 
a  hack  stand  on  South  street. 

Jam's  J.  Cavanaugh,  for  hack  license  at  Old 
Coloi.y  House  ou  Kneeland  street. 

Jo  the  Joint  Committee  on  Common,  etc.  Pitkin 
&  Co.,  that  a  plank  walk  be  laid  on  the  Common 
from  West  street  to  Par*  square. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  D.  D.  Skil- 
Hngs  to  be  compensated  for  injury  to  bis  busi- 
ness by  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in  front  of 
Bovlston  place. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Thomas  S.  Clark, 
et  al.,  tor  street  lamp  on  Pine  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters. 
George  W.  Carnes,  remoustrance  against  the 
proposition  to  annex  Brookline  to  Boston. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables— F. 
H.  Hartshorn,  old  woDden,  fivehoises,  600  Shaw- 
mut  venue;  D.  H.  Pettee&Co.,  new  wooden, 
three  horses,  in  rear  of  92  Cambridge  street,  Ward 
22;  Hannah  M.  Cook,  new  wooden,  one  cow  and 
ons  horse.  Williams  street,  Ward  17;  Cornelius 
Crouin,  new  wooden,  two  horses,  Paris  stieet  j 
Ward  1. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Samuel  W.  Clif- 
foid,  to  be  paid  for  damages  caused  to  his  estate 
by  a  defective  culvert  at  cornet  of  Tremont  and 
Canton  streets. 

E,  Hodge  &  Co.,  to  move  two  boilers  on  rollers 
from  160  Liverpool  stieet  to  Atlantic  Works  wharf 
on  Border  street.    (Referred  with  full  power.) 

Choate  Burnham,  that  portions  of  Lowland, 
Ninth  and  Old  Harboi  streets  he  graded,  and  side- 
walks laid  on  latter  street 

Tnoma?  Callahan  et  al.,  that  sidewalks  be  laid 
in  Sawyer  street,  Ward  11. 

Thomas  E.  Proctm-  et  al.,  for  plank  wank  across 
Washington  square,  from  High  street  to  Belcher 
lane. 

Petitions  for  edgestones  in  front  of  the  school- 
house  on  Prospect  and  Edgeworth  streets,  Charles- 
town,  at  d  in  front  of  estates  of  J.  W.  Page,  on 
Alvestor:  street,  coiner  Seaverns  avenue. 

Petitions  for  brick  sidewjlks  in  front  of  estates 
of  Charles  J.  Fox,  49  Newbury  street;  Samuel 
Stubbs,  on  Columbus  avenue. 

Petitions  for  edgesoones  and  brick  sidewalk  in 
front  of  estates  6t  Uriah  H.  Coffin,  72  Rutland 
square,  acd  John  G.  Blood,  Wall  street,  Charles- 
town. 

Patrick  Kane  et  al.,  that  Tudor  street  he  paved, 
and  sidewalks  laid  fiom  E  to  F  street. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pay  Daniel,  Kingsley  $242.06,  for  land 
aud  srrade  damages  on  Foster  street  in  Brighton. 

Order  to  pav  Fritza,  wife  of  H.  M.  Nelson,  $736, 
for  land  damages  on  Harrison  avenue.     Passed. 

Older  to  piy  Benjamin  A.  Brown  $275,  for  laud 
damages  on  Bowdoio  street,  Ward  16.    Passed. 


PAPERS    FROM    THE    COMMON    COUNCIL    FOR   CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Petitions  were  referred. 

Report  from  Committee  on  Printing  that  it  is 
inexpedient  to  print  and  sreieotype  index  to  City 
Documents,  etc.    Accepted. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Institutions  to  report, 
before  November  18,  a  suitable  place  in  which  tru- 
ants and  minors  may  be  kept  separate  and  apait 
from  adult  criminals.    Passed. 

REPORT  OF  CITY  OFFICERS. 

City  registrar.  Report  for  quarter  ending  Oct. 
31 — Marriage  certificates  issued,  1059;  receipts, 
$529.50,  which  has  been  paid  to  the  City  Collector. 
Sent  down. 

RESIGNATION  OF  THE  CLERK  OF  COMMITTEES. 

The  following  was  received  and  read  : 

City  Hall,  Nov.  1, 1875. 

To  the  City  Council  of  Boston— The  undersigned, 
Clerk  of  Committees,  respectfully  informs  your 
honorable  body  that  be  has  made  engagements 
which  will  prevent  him  fiom  continuing  in  the 
service  of  the  city  after  the  25th  inst.,  and  he  here- 
by tenders  his  resignation  ot  the  dffiee,  to  take  ef- 
fect upon  the  election  of.  a  successor.  He  begs  to 
piesent  his  wartrest  thanks  to  all  the  officers  and 
members  of  the  City  Government  for  the  great 
kindness  and  courtesy  which  they  have  shown 
him  during  his  long  term  of  office. 

James  M.  Bugbee. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  am  sure  that  this  commu- 
nication will  be  received  by  the  City  Council  not 
only  with  surpase,  but  with  a  feeling  of  very  deep 
regret.  The  members  of  this  Government,  and 
of  the  Governments  for  several  years  past,  know 
something  of  the  worth  of  Mr.  Bugbee  as  Clerk  of 
Committees.  But  I  rise  ar  this  time,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, simply  io  move  that  the  communication  be 
referred  to  a  c ommittee  consisting  of  two  mem- 
bers of  this  Board  with  such  as  the  Common 
Council  may  join. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  Aldermen  Piescott 
and  Power  were  appointed  on  said  committee. 
Sent  down. 

licenses. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  as  follows: 

Intelligence  Office  Licensed— Mis.  Mary  Reed,  11 
Madison  strert  (transfer  from  Mr<.  Martha  F. 
Smiley). 

Hack  License  Granted — John  J.  Cummings,  262 
Hanover  street;  George  H.  Denvir,  corner  Milk 
and  Federal  streets. 

Dealers  in  Second-Hand  Articles  Licensed— Wil- 
liam Hare,  63  Chambers  ttreet;  Henry  Ashworth, 
corner  of  Vernon  and  Simmons  streets;  John  C. 
Walters,  409  Second  street ;  F.  J.  Williams,  5  Mil- 
ler street,  Cbarlestown 

Auctioneer  Licensed — W.  A.  Coles,  199  Hanover 
street. 

Pawnbrokers  Licensed — Martin  &  Lawrence,  12 
Brattle  square  (transfer  from  Lovinski  &  Martm). 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted— J.  McAnerlin,WorcesT 
ter  and  Wasnington  streets;  F.  Naumum,  1285 
Tremont  street;  E.  L.  Crovvell,  28  Commercial 
whai  f ;  John  Currier,  corner  Market  and  Rutland 
streets;  Charles  McKay  &  Co.,  143  Lincoln  street; 
C.  E.  Birkmaier,  258  Purchase  stieet. 

Wagon  License  Refused— Isaac  Seabury,  corner 
Washington  street  and  Indiana  place. 

Severally  accepted. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Aldermar.  Power  submitted  reports  and  orders 
from  the  Committee  on  Paving',  as  follows: 

Reports  and  orders  for  edgestones  in  front  of  es- 
tates on  the  westerly  side  of  Centre  stieet,  Ward 
17,  between  Pond  street  aud  LakeviHe  place;  John 
M.  Call,  on  Starr  stieet;  and  John  Stanton,  on 
■  Walk  Hill  street,  Ward  17.  Orders  read  twice  and 
passed. 

Reports  of  leave  ro  withdraw  on  petitions  of 
William  L.  Jones  et  al.,  for  plank  sidewalk  in 
Washington  street,  Ward  17,  between  Boston 
place  and  Dudley  avenue;  G.  H.Williams  et  al., 
to 'be  paid  for  gri.de  oamages  on  Pond  street, 
Ward  17;  Daniel  Goodnow  et  al.,  that  the  bay 
window  on  West  Brookline  street,  near  Tremont 
street,  be  allowed  to  remain ;  A.  D.  Hihbard  et  al., 
that  John  street  be  repaved. 

Report  recommending  reference  to  Committee 
on  Lamps  of  petition  of  Joseph  Williams  et  al., 
for  certain  improvements  on  Ashland  street,  West 
Roxbury.    Accepteo,  and  referred  accordingly. 

Oideied,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
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pave  the  sidewalks  on  Dorchester  avenue,  be- 
tween the  bridge  over  the  New  York  &  New  Eng- 
land Railroad  and  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  cross- 
ing; also  to  pave  the  roadway  of  said  avsr>ue  with 
small  granite  blpck«.    Estimated  cost,  $2800. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  trie  Supe rintenrjeot  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  Faueuil  Hall  square,  between 
Noi  'h  Market  and  Union  streets,  with  small  gran- 
ite olocks.    Estimated  cost,  $1000. 

Reao  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  SuperintendeDt  of  Streets  be 
directed  co  ^ave  North  street,  betweeu  Suo-emrt 
and  Fleet  street,  with  small  granite  blocks.  Esti- 
mated cost,  $4000. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Rsport  and  order  that  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  be  directed  to  pave  North  Centre  street, 
between  Hanover  and  North  streets,  with  small 
granite  blocks.  Estimated  cost,  $3000,  Order  read 
twice,  and  passed. 

Report  ard  order  that  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  r.e  oiiected  to  furnish  aod  set  the  edge- 
sto  >es  aod  pave  the  gu.ters  on  Aiford  street, 
Charlestown,  befwesn  Maiden  Bridge  and  the 
town  of  Everett;  aiso  to  grade  and  macadamize 
the  roadwav  of  said  street,  and  report  the  cost  ot 
said  edgestones.    Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  recommeDdicg  tbe  granting,  on  the 
usual  conditions,  of  permits  to  move  woodtn 
buildings,  as  follows:  S.  &  D.  Richards,  three 
buildings  from  393  Medford  street  to  Beach  street, 
Waid  22;  John  Cavanagh,  across  West  Second 
street,  Ward  7.    Severally  accepted. 

Report  amd  order  for  brick  sidewalk  in  front  of 
estates  of  Mary  K.  Ross,  549  ana  551  Columbus 
avenue;  Hugh  McBarron,  57  East  Dedham  street; 
C.  J.  Speoceley,  11  Nortufield  street;  Eliza  beta  A. 
Davs,  233  Long  wood  avenue;  Mrs.  N.  E.  Chester, 
245  Longwood  avenue.  Order  lead  twice  and 
parsed. 

Report  and  order  for  edgestones  aod  brick  side- 
walk in  front  ot  estates  of  Samuel  Stebbins  and 
P.  H.  McGlynn  on  West  Rutland  square.  Order 
read  twice  and  passed. 

"  Ordered,  That  notice  be  and  hereby  is  given  to 
the  owoers  of  estates  numbered  33,  35:  37,  39,  41 
and  43  Tremont  street  to  remove  forthwith  tbe 
iron  oosts  now  standing  on  the  outer  edge  of  the 
sidewalk  in  front  of  said  estates;  said  posts  being 
obstructions  in  the  highway  and  dangerous  to 
public  travel. 

Passed. 

Report  aod  order  that  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  be  directed  to  pave  Elm  street  between 
Washington  atid  Hanover  streets  with  small  grao- 
lte  blocks.  Estimated  cost,  $1800.  Order  read 
twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  that  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  be  directed  to  furnish  and  sec  the  edge- 
stones,  macadamize  the  roadway  ana  pave  the 
sidewalks  and  gutterson  Harvard  square,  Chailes- 
town;  and  to  report  to  this  Board  the  cost  ot  said 
edgestones  and  sidewalks.  Order  read  twice  and 
passed. 

Schedules  of  the  cost  of  edgestones  aod  side- 
walks in  Medford,  East  Fifth,  P  and  Q  and  other 
streets,  and  in  trout  of  numerous  estates,  with  or- 
ders for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  the 
same.    Orders  read  twice  ana  passed. 

STATUE  OF  GENERAL  GLOVER. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Common  and  Public  Grounds 
to  whom  was  referred  the  communication  from 
the  executors  and  trustees  under  the  will  of  the 
late  Benjamin  T.  Reed,  presenting:  to  the  city  of 
Boston,  in  accordance  «sich  the  inst>  uctions  of  the 
testator,  a  bronze  statue  of  General  John  Glover, 
which  has  been  erected  in  Comu.' on  wealth  avenue, 
having  con Ridered  the  subject,  would  respectfully 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying  or- 
ders: . 

Ore  ered,  That  tbe  gift  ro  this  city,  by  the  late 
Benjamin  T.  Reed,  of  the  statue  ot  General  John 
Glover,  a  brave  and  gallanc  officer  who  served 
with  distinguished  honor  in  the  war  for  American 
independence ,  be  aoo  the  same  is  hereby  accept- 
ed; and  that  his  Honoi  the  Mavor,  in  behalf  of 
tbe  city  of  Boston,  oe  requested  to  make  to  the 
executors  of  the  wil'  of  the  generous  ant)  public- 
spirited  donor  a  suitable  acknowledgment  ot  the 

same.  „  , 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  place  a  suitable 
inscription  upon  tbe  pedestal  of  tbe  statue  of 
General  John  Glower,  erected  in  Commonwealth 
avenue,  and  to  properly  grade  the  grounds  arouna 


tbe  same ;  the  sum  necessary  to   def  rav  the   ex- 
*pe:<se,  aot  exceeding  $500,  to    be  transferred  for 
that  purpose  from  the  appropriation  for  Watering 
Streets. 

Read  twice  and  passed— yeas  12.  nays  0.     Sent 
down. 

COMMONWEALTH  AVENUE. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Common  and  Public  Grounas 
respectlullv  request,  that  an  appropriation  be 
made  for  the  purpose  of  griding,  cutbing  and 
fencing  the  square  on  Commonwealth  avenue, 
between  Fairfield  street  and  Gloacester  street. 
An  appropriation  for  that  object,  amounting  to 
$10,000,  was  included  in  the  general  appropriation 
bill  for  the  present  financial  year,  but  as  it  was 
somewhat  doubtful  wheiher  fte  city  would  ob- 
tain possession  of  the  territory  before  the  end  of 
the  year,  and  as  other  appropriations  were  run- 
ning short,  the  committee  asked  and  obtained  the 
transfer  of  that  ?um  to  the  apptopriations  for 
labor  and  forgradiogandimproviugcenaiu  parks. 
By  the  recent  settlement  with  the  Boston  Water 
Power  Company  the  city  has  come  into  possession 
of  the  title  to  Com  moo  wealth  avenue  extended  to 
WestCbester-oark  street;  and  it  is  de.-itable  that 
the  section  lying  between  Fairfield  street  and 
Gloucesier  street  should  oe  put  in  order  as  soon  as 
possible,  for  the  reasoa  that  the  owners  of  estates 
abutting  thereop  may  bs  induced  to  improve  their 
property  at  ao  eailv  day,  a:  d  also  for  the  reason 
that  the  w<>rk  can  be  done  much  cheaper  now 
than  at  any  time  hereafter,  and  employment  fur- 
nished to  those  greatly  in  need  of  it.  The  com- 
mittee would,  therefoie,  recommend  the  passage 
of  the  following  order:  | 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  re- 
quested to  report  <tn  order  appropriating  the  sum 
of  $10,000  for  the  purpose  of  graciug,  curbing  and 
fencing  the  square  on  Commonwealth  avenue,  be- 
tween Fairfield  street  and  Gloucester  street. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott,  to 
the  Committee  oa  Finauce.    Sent  down. 

LAND  DAMAGES,  ETC. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  pait  of  the 
Board: 

Orders  to  pay  for  land  damages  as  follows :  Ed- 
ward McKechnie,  $684,  widening  of  Savin  Hill 
aveuue;  Lawrence  Cuddy,  $5100,  laying  out  Swett 
street;  John  H.  Pierce,  $111.25,  widening  Wash- 
ington street,  Brighton,  in  1873.  Severally  read 
twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  betterment  of  $600  assessed 
to  the  estate  of  Charles  Nowell,  corner  of  Tenny- 
son street  and  Columbus  avenue,  for  the  extension 
of  said  aveoue  to  Park  sqoare,be  and  the  same  here- 
by is,  for  cause,  reducea  by  the  sum  of  $200,  leav- 
ing the  said  estate  of  NorweU,  corner  of  Tenny- 
son soeet  and  Columbus  avenue,  assessed  at  $400 
for  said  extension;  aDd  that  the  interest  on  said 
assessment  be  remitted. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  that  no  actiou  is  necessary  on  petitions 
of  Children's  Mission  for  abatement  of  their  Tre- 
moot-street  betterment  assessments,  settlements 
having  been  made  with  tbe  petitioners.  Ac- 
cepted. 

In  tne  matter  of  the  petition  of  the  proprietors 
of  Rowe's  wharf,  praying  this  Board  to  estimate 
the  damages  occasioned  to  theii  property  on  At- 
lantic aveuue  by  the  location  and  construction  ot 
the  sta'ion  of  the  Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn 
Railroad  over  an.t  upon  said  property,— it  now  ap- 
pearing thai  tbe  petitioneis  and  respondents  have 
received  actual  notice  andhave  agreed  chat  a  deci- 
sion may  be  made  by  this  Board  ao  any  time;  it  is 
therefore  hereby  voted  that  the  damages  sustain- 
ed to  the  property  of  the  petitioners  by  the  loca- 
tion thereon  of  the  station  of  the  respondent  rail- 
road company,  as  above  recited,  be  assessed  at 
the  sum  of  one  dollar. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Sewerh: 

Order  to  take  a  strip  of  land  ten  feet  wide 
through  and  along  the  centre  line  of  King  street 
in  Roxbury,  belonging  to  persons  unknown,  for  a 
sewer  in  said  street.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  build  a  sewer  in  King  stieet,  West 
Roxburv.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  of  notice  of  hearing  on  Monday  next,  at 
four  o'clock  P.  M.'  on  expediency  of  constructing 
a  sewer  in  Tyler  street,  southerly  from  Harvard 
street.    Passed. 
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POLICE. 

Alderman  Buirage  submitted  the  following: 

Th?  Committee  on  Polise  beg  leave  to  represent 
that,  o  whig  to  expenses  not  contemplated  at  the 
beginning  of  the  financial  yen, the  appropriation, 
amounting  to  $1500,  for  repairs  of  station  houses, 
will  be  insufficient;  and  they  sould  respectfully 
request  tnat  an  aloitional  appropriation  of  $1500 
be  eranted  ;  the  same  to  be  transferred  from  the 
appropriation  tor  "pay  of  patrolmen." 

Ordered.  That  the  sum  of  $1500  be  transferred 
from  the  item  for  "pay  of  patrolmen,"  in  the  ap- 
propriation for  toe  Police  Department,  to  taeitem. 
m  said  appropriation  for  "  repairs  of  station 
houses." 

Read  twice  and  parsed— yeas  12,  nays  0.  Sent 
down. 

Ordered,  That  hi?  Honoi  the  Mayor  be  lequested 
to  petition  the  General  Court,  at  its  next  session, 
for  the  passage  of  an  act  defining  the  limits  of 
Boston  Harbor  so  far  as  legards  the  civil  and 
criminal  jurisdiction  of  the  municipal  others  of 
the  city  of  Bo:too. 

Read  twice  and  pissed.    Sent  down. 

PERMITS    FOR    STABLES. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  reports  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board 
in  favor  of  gi»nting  permits  to  occupy  stables  as 
follows:  William  H.  Hutchinson,  299  Blue  Hill 
avenue,  Ward  14;  Monill  F.  Place,  19  Barrett 
stieet,  Ward  4;  Benjamin  H.  Wedger,  Hyde  Park 
avenue,  corner  of  Caoteroury  street,  Waid  17; 
Nicholas  G.  Lynch,  Lincoln  street,  Ward  19.  Sev- 
erally accepted. 

PAVING  OF  EAST  CONCORD  STREET. 

Alderman  Pope  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Paving  be  au- 
thorized to  grade  and  macadamize  East  Concord 
street,  from  Harrison  avenue  to  Albany  street ;  the 
expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Repairs  on  Streets. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Pope,  to  tbe 
Committee  on  Paving. 

BILL  TO  BE  ALLOWED. 

Alderman  Scebbms  offered  th?  following: 
Ordered,    That  the  bill   of     G.   H.    Williams, 
amounting  to  $157.50,  for  materia's  furnished  che 
Paving  Department,  be  allowed  for  payment  by 
the  Auditor  of  Accounts. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

MYSTIC  WATER  WORKS. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 

Ordereo ,  That  the  Mystic  Water  Board  be  and  it 
is  hereby  authorized  to  lay  a  water  pipe  across 
Mystic  River  in  connection  with  Maiden  Bridge, 
beginning  ar  a  point  about  300  fest  southerly  from 
the  southeily  end  of  said  bridge  and  extending  to 
the  town  of  Everett ;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to 
the  revenue  derived  from  the  Mystic  Water 
Works. 

Alderman  Stebbins  explained  that  it  was  de- 
sirable to  have  the  work  done  while  the  bridge  is 
being  rebuilt.  The  present  pipe  is  a  small  one, 
has  been  supplying  the  town  of  Everett,  and  a 
larger  one  is  required. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed.  Sent 
down. 

NORTHAMPTON-STREET  DISTRICT. 

Alderman  Stebbins,  fiom  the  Committee  on 
Northampton-street  District,  offered  ihe  follow- 
ing: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  piid  to 
Alvin  G.  Bartfett  for  the  estate  on  Fellows  street, 
containing  8428.70  square  feet,  described  in  the 
order  of  the  City  Council  taking  said  estate,  ap- 
proved by  the  Mayor  on  tbe  14th  day  of  Septem- 
ber A.  D.' 1875,  the  sum  of  $7786.30,  upon  his  giv- 
ing to  tne  city  a  deed  of  said  estate,  or  a  release 
and  discharge,  satisfactory  to  the  City  Solicitor, 
from  all  damages,  costs  and  experses  in  conse- 
quence of  the  taking  of  said  estate,  and  paying 
the  taxes  assessed  thereon  tor  the  year  1875;  said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropnation  for  the 
Northampton-street  District. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sett  down. 

THE  PAY  OF  CITY  LABORERS. 

A  resolve  came  dowc,  that  in  the  opinion  of  tbe 
City  Council  it  is  inexpedient,  at  this  time,  to  re- 
duce the  pay  of  ihe  laborers  in  any  of  the  depart- 
ments of  the  city. 

Alderman  Power— I  hope  thi«  Board  will  not 
concur  in  any  such  resolution  as  that.  It  does  n't 
amount  to  anythine,  of.  course,  to  begin  with.  It 
is  simply  a  resolution  ;  but,  even  in  the  shape  it 
is.  I  hope  this  branch  of  the  Government  will  not 


give  its  countenance  (o  such  a  resolution  embody- 
ing any  such  spirit  as  that.  I  move  that  it  be  in- 
definitely postponed. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  hope  the  action  indicated 
by  that  motion  will  not  be  taken  by  this  Boaro, 
especially  without  fud  consideration.  I  am  not 
prepared,  at  this  moment,  to  say  that  I  shall  not 
vote  for  tbe  resolve;  but  I  certainly  shall  vote  for 
u  unless  some  members  of  the  Board  can  give 
good  teason  why  it  should  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 

Alderman  Burrage— I  cannot  but  think  that  if 
the  responsibility  rested  upon  the  gentlemen  who 
favored  this  resolve  in  the  other  branch,  their 
action  would  have  been  different.  This  appears 
to  be  a  simple  matter.  Tbe  queS'ion  is,  upon 
what  ptinciple  soall  wj  transact  the  business 
of    che   ciiy?    Shall    we    do    as    piudent    men 

00  sind  buy  what  is  wanted  at  the  market  prices,  or 
shall  we  ODly  consult  the  wishes  of  certain  parties 
who  have  tbe  articles  for  sale  and  pay  them  what 
they  demand?  If  oae  hundred  me o  offer  to  fur- 
nish acertain  amount  and  quality  of  labor  for  $175 
what  right  oas  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  or 
the  City  Council,  as  trustees  of  tne  people,  to  re- 
fuse their  services  and  pay  one  hundred 
other  men  $200  for  the  same  labor?  It  is 
claimeo  that  the  last-named  men  should  have 
their  price  because  they  cannot  afford  to 
work  for  less.  But  why  should  the  princi- 
ple be  confined  to  the  purchase  of  labor? 
Why  should  it  not  apply  as  well  to  the  purcnase 
oi  materials  and  supplies  which  are  the  products 
of  labor  ?  If  one  man  asks  twelve  dollars  per 
thousand  tor  bncks  and  another  asks  but  ien 
dollars  per  thousand  for  the  same  quality,  must 
we  pay  the  former  his  price  because  he  cannot 
affoid  to  sell  them  lower?  There  are  employed 
in  t-he  Paving  Department  about  800  iabore>s. 
They  were  formerly  paid  $2.00  per  day.  and  are 
now  paid  $1.75.  Therefore  there  are  $200  saved 
each  oay,  or  about  $5000  each  month.  At  $1.75 
per  day  this  will  furnish  114  2-7  additional  men 
with  employment  and  give  the  city  the  results  in 
the  improvements  of  its  streets,  of  114  2-7  days' 
labor  each  oay  more  than  it  received  un- 
der rhe  former  rate  of  wages.  So  more  men 
are  furnished  work  at  wages  above  the  mar- 
ket rate  and  the  city  receives  great  advan- 
tage from  the  additional  labor  performed. 
It  seems  to  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  it  will  be  best 
to  summarily  dispose  of  this  resolve  in  some  way. 
An  indefinite  postponement  is  as  good  as  any  way, 

1  think. 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  don't  believe  we  ought  to 
indefinitely  postpone  this  resolution;  but  on  the 
contrary,  1  believe  it  ought  to  be  adopted  by  this 
Board.  The  fact  that  a  number  of  departments 
of  the  City  Government  have  reouced  toe 
pay  of  the  poorest  and  humblest  in  our 
employ  certainly  carries  with  it  a  very 
bad  odor.  I  have  no  doubt  the  departments 
thought  they  weie  doing  right,  from  their  stand- 
point; but  it  does  Dot  appear  to  me  like  an  act  of 
Justice.  It  does  not  appear  to  be  right  for  the 
city  to  come  in  at  the  eleventh  hour  and  reduce 
the  pay  ot  their  laborers,  when  there  was  as  much 
propriety  in  introducing  this  reduction  at  the 
commencement  of  the  year.  If  it  had  been  intro- 
duced then  I  have  no  doubt  every  department 
would  have  been  cut  down — including  the  salary 
of  every  high  official  in  the  City  Government.  If 
that  had  been  done  then  it  would  have  beeu  aij  act 
of  justice;  but  now  it  looks  as  thougn  we 
were  discriminating  against  oce  class  and 
that  class  the  pooiest  and  humblest  among  us. 
I  can't  agree  with  the  Alderman  from  Ward  10. 
I  have  no  doubt,  if  he  will  think  of  it  a  moment, 
he  will  nor,  think  that  the  piice  we  pay  for  labor 
ought  to  be  compared  to  what  we  pay  for  chattels. 
Tl  e  laborers  are  not  chattels ;  they  are  hard- 
working, thinking  men,  ana  the  price  we 
pay  for  bricks,  mortar  and  lumber  should 
rot  be  compared  with  what  we  pay  for  our  la- 
borers. I  don't  agres  with  the  spirit  of  this  reduc- 
tion either.  Tbey  say  it  is  paving  what  labor  can 
be  obtained  for  outside.  If  I  go  to  any  of  the 
contractors  with  the  Paving  Department  tbey  tell 
me  they  pay  their  pavers  from  $2.60  to  $4.00  a  day, 
and  their  laborers  from  $1.50  to  $2.00  a  day;  and 
they  say  the  men  they  pav  $2.00  a  day  are  the 
cheapest  they  employ.  At  the  present  time  the 
Paving  Department  employs  800  men;  last  year  at 
this  time  they  employed  1300.  Look  at  the  effect 
of  that;  those  500  laborers  are  pressing  for 
employment  and  forcing  the  pay  of  the  800 
down.  It  was  a  timid  policy  on  our  part  wfcMn 
our  streets  needed  so  much  repairing,  to  allow  the 
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Paving  Department,  but  a  million  dollars  to  carry 
on  their  work.  Thev  did  not  have  within*  $500,000 
of  what  they  ought  to  have  had  to  do  the  work 
properly. .  That  fact  has  forced  upon  ihe  city  at 
least  500  laborers  out  of  employment.  I  hope  we 
shall  adopt  the  resoluttion.  Itjis  a  legitimate  in- 
quiry for  us,  and  any  ictio  a  on  our  nart  will,  of 
course,  have  influence  with  the  departments. 

Alderman  Power — I  can  conceive  of  circum- 
stances under  which  such  arguments  as  those 
might  have  some  weight.  If  tois  money  we  are 
dispensing  were  our  own  we  might  give  it  away 
to  our  favorites.  But  it  is  notour  own.  It  is 
forced  out  of  the  taxpayers  bv  law— every  dollar 
of  it.  No  man  pays  taxes  out  does  it  cecau  e  he 
is  compelled  to  by  law.  It  is  drawn  out  of  dim  bv 
law,  and  we  are  the  custodians  of  the  people's 
money.  We  are  not  to  take  sympathy  into  the 
question.  What  right  has  any  man  to  nay  $ 2  a 
day  to  a  man  when  he  onlv  asks  $1.50?  There 
is  n't  a  corporation  in  this  citv  that  Days  over 
$1.50,  and  very  few  pay  tliat.  If  the  Paving  Com- 
mittee should  pay  $50  a  thous ind  tor  blocks  when 
they  could  ger  the  same  blocks  for  $40,what  would 
you  say  ?  Why,  ttuy  are  not  fit  to  be  there;  that 
they  had  betrayed  the  trust  committed  to  ttmr 
hands;  and  you  would  call  upon  his  Hod  or  to 
remove  them.  Labor  is  like  anv  other  cornmodity ; 
it  is  worth  what  it  will  M'ing,  and  today  it  is  cot 
worth  over  $1.25.  Who  gets  thii  money?  Is  it 
the  deserving  laborer?  oi  is  it  the  favorite  that 
does  dit ty  work  in  the  wardroom?  You  go  and 
consul!  the  honest  laborer;  he  knows  the  result  of 
it  and  he  krows  that  his  interest  is  the  taxpayer's 
interest.  What  is  the  lesult  of  our  econom- 
ical management?  Taxes  aie  reduced  nearly 
$2  on  a  thousand.  Still  the  burden  is  too 
great  for  the  people  to  bear.  It  is  i  oc  our 
own  money  that  we  vote  away,  aod  tnerpfore 
we  cannot  dispense  it  where  our  sympathy  leads 
us.  The  circumstances  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year  were  not  what  they  are  today.  Times  were 
better;  most  people  thought  times  were  not  going 
to  be  permanently  as  bad  as  they  were  then.  But 
everybody  has  retrenched  and  must  continue  to 
retrench;  and  why  should  the  city  of  Boston  pay 
halt  a  dollar  more  for  l«bor  than  anybody  else 
pays  for  it?  That  is  just  what  the  question  is.  I 
say  we  have  no  right  to  do  it.  We  have  no  more 
right  to  pay  more  than  any  other  corporation  pays 
—than  the  Paving  Commtitee  has  to  pay  $50  a 
thousand  for  blocks  when  the  market  price  is 
$40.  It  is  well  known  that  by  the  reductiou  made 
the  laborers  in  the  city  employ  are  getting  more 
than  outside  corporations  are  paying;  but  the 
committees  did  not  feel  justified  at  the  time  m 
cutting  down  wages  any  lower,  although  ths  rate 
remained  higher  than  o'toer  corporations  are  pay- 
ing. They  were  in  hopes  that  times  might  get 
better  and  did  not  make  any  further  reduction. 
Everybody  knows  that  the  reduction  enables  the 
department  either  to  hue  more  men  or  to  k?ep  the 
men  they  have  a  greater  length  of  time.  If  it 
enables  them  to  nire  more  men,  it  dispenses  the 
city's  money  among  a  larger  proportion  of  the 
poor  peonle,  so  that  on  the  waole  the  effect  is 
ful'y  better  tor  the  poor  people  than  it  would 
be  to  give  it  to  a  favored  few.  It  is  simply  a  ques- 
tion that  if  you  have  $100  to  pay  out  for  labor, 
whether  you  shall  give  fifty  men  a  day's  work,  or 
sixty,  and  whether  you  shall  give  it  to  the  fiftv 
and  let  the  others  starve.  That  is  tbe  result  of  it. 
But,  as  l  have  said,  the  principal  reason  is  there 
are  thousands  of  men  coming  aud  offering  to  woik 
for  $1.50  a  dav  and  very  anxious  to  go  to  <*ork, 
and  the  committee  thought  they  were  not  justified 
auy  more  id  paying  a  high  price  for  la- 
bor than  in  payi^p,  more  than  the  market 
price  for  aoy  materials  they  use.  The  ciiy 
is  like  any  ether  corporation,  If  two  men 
are  va  business,  aod  one  pays  higher  tbaD  the 
market  price,  he  must  go  under;  and  if  this  great 
corporation  does  n't  get  its  labor  and  material  as 
cheap  as  others  there  must  be  but  one  result  in 
the  futm  e,  and  that  is  bankruptcy.  Therefore  I 
hope  the  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  will 
prevail. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  agree  with  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  12  tbat  labor  in  the  outside  market 
brings  what  it  is  worth;  but  labor  outside  of  City 
Hall  is  worth  from  $1.50  to  $2  a  dav.  Ihe  men 
bow  employed  by  the  contractors  vim  the 
Paving  Department  pay  their  laborers  $2  a 
day.  I  don't  agree  with  the  Alderman 
that  the  work  in  the  Paving  Depaitment 
is  open  to  every  wardroom  bummer.  I 
have  it  from  the  head  of  tbat  depaitment  that  he 
ha3  made  selections  from  the  men  employed  in 


that  department,  keeping  the  most  deserving 
and  the  best  vorkmen  to  fill  the  places.  It  is  only 
a  week  a  so  coar  a  laboring  roaa  rame  co  me  and 
said  he  had  been  thrown  out  of  wor*  by  the 
Paving  Department.  I  asked  him  it  he  was  at- 
tentive to  bis  worir,  aud  if  he  could  bring  rerer- 
euces  as  to  character,  and  he  saia  he  could.  I 
sent  him  up  to  ths  Superintendent,  Mr.  Hairis, 
who  told  me  aft?r«  ards  that  the  man  was  n't  em- 
ployed for  tb»  reason  that  he  die  n't  atteid  to  his 
work.  Almost  ever?  rna'>  employed  has  a  family 
to  support  and  many  of  them  have  been  in  the 
emoloy  of  the  city  a  great  manv  years,  and  I 
say  that  in  reducing  their  p*y  belo  «v  $2  we  maka 
it  lower  than  the  standaid  of  such  wages  outside, 
for  t,ie  con  ti  actors  with  the  Paving  Dep^r'tneut 
pay  their  best  laborers  $2  a  day,  ac  d  thejr  pavers 
from  $2.50  to  $4  a  day.  There  is  a  difference  between 
the  work  of  laborers ;  when  the  department  has 
honest,  faitbful  laborers  in  their  employ,  I  be- 
lieve they  ought  to  consider  thst  and  nay  then 
the  sa>ne  price  that  is  paid  by  contractors  and 
others  outside  who  employ  laborers  of  the  same 
striding  and  character. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  did  n't  propose  to  take 
any  part  in  the.  debate  which  might  arise  upon 
this  resolution,  but  simply  to  vote  for  it.  But  I 
think  the  remark  made  by  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  12,  reflecting  upoo  the  employes  of  the  city, 
calls  for  a  more  severe  reply  max,  that  giveo  bv 
the  Alderman  from  the  Highlands.  The  Alder- 
man characterizes  the  laborers  of  the  city  as  men 
who  birig  around  wararooms  to  do  the  dirty 
tvoik  of  the  various  political  paities.  Now,  sir,  I 
do  not  belisve  that  lemaik  is  true  of  the  men  em- 
ployed by  the  city  in  the  various  a epartments;  cer- 
tainly so  far  as  my  knowledge  extends  ii  cam  otb  ,■ 
truly,  and  I  think  I  can  speak  entirely  from  an  in- 
dependent and  disinterested  standpoint,  for  I  am 
not  aware  that  I  have  ever  been  indebted  to  any 
of  tbe  class  of  politicians  to  which  he  refers.  I 
do  not  believe  the  remark  is  true  in  tbe  sense 
which  he  would  have  the  Boaid  understand  it. 
Neither  do  I  believe  the  Alderman  f  iom  Ward  12 
has  properly  aod  correctly  stated  the  functions 
of  our  Municipal  Government.  He  would  have 
the  city  go  into  the  market  aid  procure  the  cheap- 
est class  of  labor  to  do  the  work  of  the  city.  Now 
I  propose  to  apply  the  sam9  principle  iu'eity  af- 
fairs ihat  I  do  in  my  o  "ii  business.  It  is  true' that 
I  could  discbarge  every  uja'i  in  my  emfloy  and 
hire  others  at  half  the  price  to  do  the  same 
^ork;  but  I  do  Dot  propose  toco  so,  toi  'bey  have 
been  with  me  for  many  y*>ars.  The  same  is  ttue 
of  the  men  at  work  for  the  ctv  ;  they  are  faithful, 
and  have  the  confidence  of  the  various  hearts  of 
departments.  Now,  as  I  urc'eistaud  it,  some  of 
the  departments  nave  reduced  the  pav  of  th^se 
men  from  $2  to  $1.75  a  day.  I  oo  not  think  it  is 
right  to  reduce  these  meii.  There  has  beeo  no  re- 
duction in  thd  higher  class  of  labor;  tbe  men  who 
hav*  charge  of  the  laborers  have  not  been  re- 
duced, and  why  a.  reduction  has  been  made 
to  apply  to  the  laborers,  who  have  n't 
influence  here,  I  don't  understand.  It  seems 
to  me  that  that  smacks  a  good  deal  of  politics. 
The  committee  ar»  afraid  of  the  heads  of 
departments  vndthe  men  employed  at  high  sala- 
ries, but  think  it  perfectly  safe  to  reduce  the  pay 
of  these  poor  laboring  me  i.  I  can't  understand 
ho  v  a  man  with  a  fa  nily  can  live  on  less  than  $2 
a  day;  the  wonder  to  me  is  how  tney  live  at  all  at 
such  a  piice.  Tne  Alderman  from  the  Highlands 
replied  well  to  the  remark  made  by  the  Alderman 
from  Wa id  12,  that  we  should  not  cornpare  the  la- 
bor of  these  men  to  supplies  of  brick  and  mortar. 
Of  course  io.  such  things  there  is  competiaon  and 
weaieindutv  bound  to  take  the  lowest  price 
named  by  a  responsible  bidder.  But  the  laborers 
are  employed  by  the  week  and  should  be  paid  a 
fair  price  for  their  services.  They  should  not  be 
reduc.-d  s'mpiy  because  business  is  generally  de- 
pressed and  thousands  aie  coming  to  our  city 
from  ot'ier  States  wnrj  the  Provinces.  That  is 
what  causes  the  depression  in  the  labor  market. 
It  is  because  buarapss  is  so  mill,  and  men  in  other 
States  argue  that  here  is  v.  great  city  ;  there  must 
be  som?  place  where  tbey  can  get  work  at  some 
price;  and  they  come  heie  and  offer  their  services 
to  the  heads  of  departments  for  $1  and  $1.50 
a  day,  aud  come  in  competition  with  the 
me  a  who  have  worked  for  the  citv  tor 
year'.  As  I  stated  in  the  Committee  on 
Lamps,  I  do  not  believe  in  a  reduction  of  the  pay 
of  the  laborers.  Tbe  order  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Lamps  does  not  stiike  at  tbe  pay  of  t  jc 
laboring  men;  it  is  an  equalization  of  the  pay  of 
the  men  employed,  and  if   the  order  passes  they 
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will  receive  a  fair  compensation,  though  perhaps 
not  whst  they  would  leceive  if  business  weie 
bettei ;  but  it  will  be  about  $60  a  mootli.  I  shall 
vote  for  this  rerolve  because  I  believe  it  is  wrong 
in  principle  to  strike  at  the  laboring  me"  and 
allow  the  heads  of  departments  and  the  men  who 
teceive  large  Salaries  to  remain  untouched. 

Alderman  Power— Tbat  is  a  very  safe  argument 
for  th3  Alderman  to  mate.      He  a>  d  every  Alder- 
man doubtless  kcows  that  the  salaries  of  the  heads 
of  departments  are  mane  up  at  tbe  beginning  of 
the  yea',  and  be  has  argued  that  we  have  no  right 
to  louch  i  hem  ti'l  the  year  is  tip.     fie  knows  that 
verv  well,  and  it  is  a  very  plausible  argument  to 
make;  but  I  would  ask  what  is   to   be  done  with 
tbose  who  don't  get  anything.    He.  would  be  very 
chantible  with  those  who  are  fortunate  enough 
to  have  work;  but  what  is  to  be  dme  witn  tho?e 
wbooon'tget  anything?      If  wages  ar-.  not  re- 
duced,  it   is  plain   that  tb°ra  trust  be  a  large 
amount  10  give  to  somebody,  but  must  the  rest 
starve?  Is  that  tbe  way  vou  carry  oat  your  ideas? 
According  to  his  argument,  the  few  can  live  and 
ths  test  must  starve;  those  who  have  influence 
enough  to  get  into  city  work  car  live,  but  the  rest 
must  stai  ve.    But  you  cannot  get  awav  from  the 
fact  that  you  haW  no  moie  light  to  pay  $2  tor 
labor  when  you  c;  n  get  it  for  $1.50  than  the  Pav- 
ing Committee  have  to  pay  $50  for  granite  blocks 
when  thev  can  get  them  for  $40.    There  is  no  jus- 
tice io  it.    Tbi  argument   the  gentleman  uses  is 
what  brings  eveiybody  here.    Everybody  wants 
to   get   city  work    because   the    city  pays  fifty 
or    twenty -five    per   cent,    more    tban    anybody 
else.      It    brings   paupeis    and    loafers    to    the 
City  because  this  inducement  is  h-ld  out  to  them. 
Charity  ill  displayed   is  thevioxst  tbing  the  city 
has  ever  done.     That  question  has  arisen  heie 
every  ye^r,  vben^e  want  to  speid  a  few  thousand 
dollars  tor  soup.     I  he  Paving  Department  had  in 
view  the  best  interest  ot  these  men,  and  tbe  hon- 
est laborers  are  not  the  ones  to  complain  of  it.    I 
did  not  say  that  the  city  laborers  are  all  tummets, 
I  meat  t  to  say  that  the  bummers  aie  the  ODes  who 
make  this  outcry  about  tbis  labor  question.    But 
find   if  they  pay  any  more  for  labor  than  their 
neighbors; '  it   thev   give  a  man  any  more   than 
he  asks.     It  is  all  verv  fine  to  talk  about  being 
lineral  with  other  people's  money;   but  I  say  it  is 
our  auty  to  do  the  city  business  as  we  do  our  own, 
and  it  is  precisely  the  same  with  labor   that  it  is 
with  materials.    The  salaries  of  the  heads  of  de- 
part nencs  aT»  fixed  at  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
and  cannot  be  toucted  until  the  beginning  of  tbe 
year.    If   they  could,  you  would   find   that   one 
"member  of  tne  Paving  Committee  has  the  courage 
to  attempt   to  reduce  tberx,  as  I  did  a  short  time 
ago  when  the  Alderman  reported  a  batch  of  new 
salaries,  and  they  were  reduced    somewhat.    He 
would  find  that  if  it  were  in  my  power  to  approach 
that  subject,  I  would  have  tbe  coutape  to  doit.  But 
that  is  not  the  question.    We  cannot  meddle  with 
tbem  and  the  Alderman  from  "Ward  8  knows  it.    If 
tbis  reduction  coulc  be   carried    through    all  the 
departments  it  would  be  much  better  foi  the  poor 
people    of  Bo:ton;   it  would   dispense   tbe   city 
money  amotig  thousands  who  are  now  suffering 
for  want  of  employment;  hundreds  who  could  be 
emploved  are  not,  and  the  favored  few  must  get 
all,  at  d  tho;e  who  have  n't  influence  ax.  d  f  rieuds 
here  must  starve,  and  it  must  all  be  given  to  a  fa- 
vored few.    That  is  the  lesult  of  such  action. 

Al  :eims.n  O'Brien — As  the  Alderman  reonrks, 
the  Paving  Department  have  been  very  courage- 
ous m  this  matter.  At  the  time  tney  passed  that 
order, they  had  reported  orders  exceeding  their  ap- 
propriation this  year  over  $200,000,  and  they  did 
not  kcow  how  long  they  would  etnolov  scarcely  a 
single  laboiei  unless  they  could  get  additional 
funds  from  other  sources.  Now,  the  Alderman 
says,  what  shall  we  di  for  the  laborers  outside 
who  cannot  getemploymer  t?  Canalaborer  with 
a  family  ot  five  or  siz  children  live  on  less  than 
$2  a  day?  indif  we  do  not  give  them  tba,  what 
will  »e  do  with  them,  because  we  are  putting 
them  on  a  scale  of  prices  that  will  compel  them 
to  look  to  otbe-  sources  for  support?  I  know 
there  will  be  great  di>tress  in  this  city  during  the 
comirg  year ;  but  that  is  no  reason  why  we  should 
bring  distress  to  the  people  in  our  employ  no". 
One  of  tbe  best  remarks  made  'o  me  since  I  have 
been  in  City  Hall  was  made  by  Mr.  Forestall, 
the  Superintendent  ot  Health.  I  called 
upon  him  to  get  an  honest  and  trust- 
worthy man  employmevt ;  he  said  be  would 
be  glad  to  do  it,  but  tbe  men  in  his  em- 
ploy had  been  there  four  or  five  years ;  they  were 
all  faithful  and   tiustworthy  men,  and  said   be, 


"Would  you  advise  me  to  turn  them  out  and  give 
this  man  employment?"  I  said,  "No."  He  did 
his  dutv.  Now,  because  there  is  a  pressure  on  all 
sides  for  wori,  because  hundreds  and  thousands 
of  men  are  williug  to  work  for  nothing,  is  no  rea- 
son why  we  should  reduce  the  pay  of  laborers  in 
our  employ  to  a  standard  below  what  they  can 
actually  live  upon,  and  not  give  them  enough  to 
support  their  families  upon. 

Alderman  Burrage—  Would  the  ge  tleman  be  in 
favor  of  increasing  the  wages  to  $2.25?  There  is 
just  as  much  argument  for  that.  Now,  will  not 
$1.75  buy  as  much  as  $2  would  a  year  ago,  or  when 
the  pay  ot  $2  v,  as  fixed,  in  the  matter  of  rent 
alone?  It  seems  to  me  we  must  have  some  prin- 
ciple to  go  upon.  Tbe  city  is  n't  a  charitable  in- 
stitution. We  want  to  pav  a  fair  price  for  labor. 
•  Now,  what  is  a  fair  price?  Why,  the  market 
price.  There  is  competition  for  skilled  labor,  but 
here  is  a  matter  of  common  labor,  and  what  shall 
we  pay  for  it?  Why  not  pay  $2.25?  One  man 
can  live  on  $1.50  a  day,  and  another  on 
$2.50.  It  seems  tj  me  we  must  lave  some 
principle  of  action  to  go  upon,  and  that  is 
the  market  price.  We  should  not  have  a  ficti- 
tious price,  and  pay  a  man  what  he  wants  be- 
cause be  asks  for  it,  and  not  because  he  is  worth 
it,  and  b-cause  we  cannot  do  better.  It  seems  to 
me  the  only  common-sense  view,  and  the  only 
principle  to  go  upon,  is  that  we  should  conduct 
the  city's  affairs  as  a  piudent  man  transacts  his 
own  business. 

Alderman  Stebbins — Would  the  Alderman  dis- 
charge all  his  cleiks  simply  because  a  large  num- 
ber of  persons  weie  out  of  employment  and  mak- 
ing application  to  him  every  day  and  were  willing 
to  woik  for  a  less  price? 

Aldeman  Burrage— I  cao  say  that  if  1  had  en- 
gage clerks  at  a  salary  for  a  year,  1  would  nay 
them  that  till  the  end  of  the  year;  and  in  making 
a  new  engagement  I  would  pay  them  what  their 
services  were  worth. 

Alderman  Stebbins — But  would  yoe  be  governed 
by  the  price  outside? 
Aider  man  Burrage — Of  course. 
Alderman  Stebbins — That  is   not  the  way  I  do 
my  business. 

Alderman  Burrage— But  I  say  that  skill  and  in- 
telligence is  to  be  taken  into  consideration.  I 
should  he  governed  by  the  market  price  for  that 
kind  of  lab«r,  ar,  d  then  add  something  for  skill 
and  familiarity  wi»h  my  own  business.  But  in 
this  matter  of  common  labor,  one  man  can  do  it 
about  as  well  as  another,  and  it  requires  but  Uttle 
skdl  and  intelligence. 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  certainly  would  not  advo- 
cate any  advance  in  prices  under  present  circum- 
stances; but  I  pretend  to  say  that  the  Committee 
on  Paving  have  mistaken  the  mat  ket  price.  I 
have  talked  with  contractors,  who  tell  me  they 
pay  $2  a  day  to  their  best  laborers.  I  contend 
there  is  a  difference  in  the  value  of  labor,  and  I 
don't  see  why  tbe  best  and  most  competent 
men  should  rot  be  employed  in  the  Paving, 
Health  and  other  departments  of  tbe  gov- 
ernment. There  is  another  mistake  the  Alder- 
man makes.  He  talks  about  the  shrinkage 
in  the  value  of  materials,  when  theie  has 
bee  a  no  shrinkage  in  the  materials  consumed 
by  the  laboring  men.  The  shrinkage  has  been  in 
the  luxuries.  He  pays  as  much  rent  for  one  or 
two  small  rooms  as  be  formerly  did,  and  it  is  only 
on  large  houses  that  there -has  been  a  great  de- 
preciation telt.  You  take  the  best  pieces  of  meat, 
and  they  will  always  keep  up  a  higb  price  when 
such  men  as  Parker  and  Young  are  seeking  for 
them;  but  the  price  of  the  meat  consumed  by 
the  laborer  has  been  the  same  that  it  has 
been  for  years;  he  cannot  live  one  cent 
cheaper,  and  for  eveivthmg  he  consumes 
he  has  to  pay  about  the  same  price. 
Alderman  Burrage — How  is  it  about  dry  goods? 
Alderman  O'Brien— In  drv  goods  there  has  been 
a  considerable  shrinkage.  But  bow  about  flour, 
you  mi^ht  say?  Flour  is  higher.  Dry  goods  are 
cheap,  and  manufacturers  complain  that  they 
cannot  g»t  the  co-t.  Such  a  state  of  things  can- 
not exist  for  any  great  length  of  time. 

Alderman  Burrage — I  dislike  to  put  down  the 
wages  of  aty  one.  I  would  like  to  give  everv  man 
his  $3  a  day  and  roa«t  oeef  if  it  were  possible; 
but,  as  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12  says,  we  are 
trustees  of  the  people  and  have.no  right  to  squan- 
der their  money.  We  must  conduct  tbe  city's 
business  us  a  prudent  individual  would  conduct 
his.  I  disagree  nith  the  gentleman,  although  this 
is  a  collateral  matter,  a  Pide  issue;  I  think  he  has 
been  misinformed.    I  thinK  the  prices  of  rents  in 
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the  tenements  te  speaks  of  a-e  as  much  reduced 
as  in  tbe  large  house-'.  I  was  told  so  by  the  owner 
of  many  ceoement  houses  in  South  Boston,  and 
that  he  was  glad  to  rent  them  for  one-half  what 
he  formerly  obtained. 

Alderman  Power— This  resolution  13  simply  a 
censure  of  the  Paving  Comamtee  and  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common  aud  Squares  tor  reducing  the 
wages  of  labor  in  those  departments  12%  per  cent. 
Now  I  niinklamas  good  a  judge  of  the  labor 
question  as  any  member  of  this  Board.  I  think  I 
employ  a  dozen  men  here  where  any  other  mem- 
ber employs  one,  ana  I  think  there  is  no  time 
when  I  have  n't  100  laborers  in  my  employ  in  uif- 
fereot  localities,  and  I  can  get  all  tba  laboreisl 
want  for  $1.50  a  day  and  am  besieged  with 
them  for  work  at  th^t  price;  and  I  give 
replies  every  day  to  men  who  are  appar- 
ently competent  and  are  willing  to  work 
for  $1.25  a  day.  This  resolve  is  a  censure  of  the 
committee  for  doing  what  they  believed  to  be 
their  duty;  for  faithfully  dispensing  tbe  trust 
placed  in  their  hands;  and  any  gentleman  who 
sits  here  and  employs  laborers  knows  it  is  true. 
Now,  you  talk  about  what  a  man  can  live  upon. 
Whai  does  every  business  man  in  Boston  live 
upon  today?  Does  he  live  upon  what  he  makes 
today?  Could  be  live  at  all  if  he  had  n't  made 
something  sometime  ago?  Toere  13  scare  sly  one 
out  ot  one  hundred  but  is  living  upon  what 
he  has  made.  If  I  could  put  a  stop  to 
my  expenses  and  discharge  all  my  men,  it 
would  be  the  best  thing  I  could  do ;  and  I  take  it 
that  I  am  not  an  exception  co  the  general  rule. 
Every  capitalist  is  losing  on  the  money  he  pays  to 
laborers  today.  Now  what  can  am  in  live  upon? 
And  what  has  that  to  do  with  it?  Ana  what  are 
those  poor  people  who  cannot  get  work  going  to 
do?  The  Alderman  from  the  Highlands  said  the 
Paving  Committee  had  exceeded  tLeir  appropria- 
tion and  he  conveyed  the  impression  that  we  had 
exceeded  our  authority.  We  have  n't  done  any- 
thing of  ths  kind. 

Alderman  O'Brien— What  I  meant  to  say  was 
they  had  already  appropriate  1  $200,000  more  than 
was  allotted  to  them, -and  they  didn't  know  at 
what  tin  e  they  would  have  to  stop  altogether.  I 
did  n't  mean  to  say  they  had  exceeded-  their 
authority,  because  they  cannot  do  that. 

Alderman  Power — He  conveyed  the  impression 
that  we  had  exceeded  our  authorty.  In  past 
years  perhaps  orders  may  have  passed  this  Board 
that  exceeded  the  appropriation,  but  tney  have 
not  and  will  not  be  carried  iato  execution  beyond 
the  appropriation.  The  Alderman  conveyed  the 
impressioa  that  we  had  speot  $200,000  more  than 
had  been  appiopriated. 

Alaermah  Steb'oins — I  agree  with  the  Alderman 
that  the  city  should  not  be  run  as  a  charitable  in- 
stitution j  but  I  disagree  with  bim  in  tbe  conclu- 
sions which  hearuves  at,  and  that  is  bv  a  reouc- 
tion  of  the  pay  of  the  laborers  we  avoid  that.  It 
seems  to  me  that  that  is  the  natural  sequence  of 
his  argument.  We  are  reducing  the  pa>  of  the 
laborers  so  that  the  city  shall  act  charitably  with 
those  who  are  out  of  emtoloymeDt.  I  think  it 
is  far  better  co  oay  these  laborers  what 
they  are  worth,  two  dollais  a  dav,  for 
instance,  and  it  others  are  not  employed,  trie 
city  of  Boston  is  not  responsible.  We  don't  agree 
to  furnish  employment  to  every  man  out  of  work; 
they  should  look  elsewhere.  Tn«>,  city  wants  a  cer- 
tain number  of  men  to  do  the  work  of  the  various 
departments,  and  they  should  b?  pail  what  their 
work  is  worth ;  aud  if  a  man  is  not  worth  $2  a  day 
he  had  better  be  discharged.  I  understand  that 
the  pay  of  tbe  laborers  has  been  reduced  111  the 
Paving  aud  Water  departments.  The  Health  De-  • 
partment  have  not  made  aay  reducnon,  and  I 
hope  they  will  not  do  anything  of  the  kind. 
The  men  have  been  employed  there  for 
a  large  number  of  years;  toey  Co  the  scavenger 
work  of  the  city  and  are  faithful  and  trustworthy; 
they  so  to  peoples'  houses  daily  and  are  trusted 
to  enter  the  kitchens  and  cellars,  while,  if  they 
could  not  be  trusted,  they  might  take  away  much 
more  from  each  bouse  thau  tneir  days'  pay 
amounts  to.  This  resolve  is  not  inteuded  as  a  re- 
flection upon  eny  committee— certainly  not  upon 
the  Committer  on  Common  and  Squares,  because 
it  is  understood  (hat  the  men  employed  there  are 
a  cheap  class  who  cannot  do  any  more  difficult 
class  of  work.  The  class  of  laborers  employed 
there  is  entirely  different  from  that  in  another  de- 
partment. 

Alderman  Power— The  laborers  in  the  depart- 
meat  of  Common  and  Squares  are  not  inferior  to 
hose  of  any  oth?r  department.    On  tbe  contrary 


it  requires  even  more  skilled  labor  than  in  the 
Paving  Department.  JLhe  laborers  in  the  Paving 
Department  merely  use  the  pick  and  shovel.  The 
paving  is  all  done  by  contract  and  very  little  is 
done  by  the  department  except  what  is  cal'ed 
"patch  paving."  The  men  who  do  that  are  paid 
pavers'  wages.  The  laboiers  are  simply  those 
who  use  the  pick  and  shovel.  The  resolve  is 
simuly  a  censure  of  the  committees  ot  those 
departments  who  hove  endeavored  c>  do 
their  duty  ano  carry  on  the  city's  business  as 
they  would  their  owr.  We  have  tried  not  to  give 
away  the  taxpaver*'  money  for  sympathy,  be- 
cause we  have  00  right  to  do  it,  and  rhis  measure 
is  a  censure  o*>  us  tor  doing  the  city's  business 
honestly  and  fairly, 

Alderman  O'Bri-n— I  certainly  disclaim,  in  my 
action,  00  ttri=  matter,  any  censure  of  the  Paving 
Committee.  I  believe  tbey  have  done  their  duty 
from  their  standpoint.  But  is  that  any  reason 
whv  we  shall  not  do  our  duty  from  our  stand- 
point? If  we  takeadiffereut  v'iew,  why  =hould  n't 
we  exores°  it.  I  mean  merelv  to  express  my 
views  from  my  standpoint,  and  as  I  look  upon  it. 
In  usmg  the  ravers  as  an  illustration,  I  merely 
meant  to  say  that  there  is  n't  a  mechanic  in  the 
city  of  Boston  but  is  generally  paid  what  be  is 
worth.  Carpenters,  pavers,  masoos  and  all  that 
class  receive  pav  according  to  their  worth.  But  I 
say  there  are  more  laborers  outside  of  Citv  Hall 
today  receiving  $2  a  day  than  there  are  laborers 
recerving  less  tha  a  that  price.  I  know  that  some 
large  and  soulless  cornoratrons  have  gone  to  work 
and  reduced  the  price  of  labor.  One  of  the 
largest  corporations  iD  th»  city  who  paid 
$1.50  and  $1.35  a  day,  have  reduced  the 
rates  to  $1.35  and  $1.12%.  But  they  wee  more 
consistent;  they  struck  ten  per  cent,  from  every 
salaried  man  m  their  employ.  Ami  there  is 
our  inconsistency  in  this  nutter.  We  strike  at 
the  laborer's  wages,  and  that  is  the  only  class 
which  has  bee<>  reduced  this  year. 

Aid-rman  Prescoti — It  seems  to  me  that  the 
language  of  the  resolution  is  very  obscure  and  its 
meaning  is  difficult  to  arrive  at.  It  says  that  in 
the  opinion  of  tae  City  Council  it  is  inexpedient 
at  this  time  to  reduce  the  wages  of  laborers  in  the 
different  departments  of  the  city.  I  believe  that 
the  wages  of  tbe  laborers  in  'om'e  of  the  depart- 
ments have  been  re  meed  already.  Whether  the 
resolution,  if  it  passes,  is  to  be  deemed  in  th9  na- 
ture of  a  vote  of  instruction  to  the  committees  on 
those  various  departments  to  put  the  price  of 
labor  back  to  where  it  was  before  the  reduction, 
I  do  not  know.  It  may  simply  mean  that  no  fur- 
ther reduction  in  the  price  of  labor  should  bb  made 
in  the  different  departments  of  the  city.  It 
seems  to  me  that  if  the  ortier  passes  at  all  it 
snould  be  in  a  different  shape  from  th  it  io  which 
the  Council  passed  it.  It  has  bteu  taken  for 
granted  by  most  of  tne  gentlemen  who  have 
spoken  that  the  reduction  in  the  p-y  of  laboiers 
has  been  made  in  tne  Paving  Department  alone. 
That,  I  desire  to  say,  is  not  true,  for  oue  depart- 
ment with  which  I  am  connected— the  WaW' 
Board — has  reduced  the  pay  of  th"  laborers  ten 
per  cent.,  and  tcey  did  not  confine  the  ledjction 
to  the  laborers  only ;  they  reduced  the  wages  of 
all  the  parties  employed  in  both  the  eastern  aud 
western  divisions,  including  th  >se  engaged  in 
shutting  off  aud  lettiny  on  the  water,  the  plumb- 
ers, mechanics  and  clerks— in  fact,  all  the  em- 
ployes of  the  department,  have  been  reduced  ten 
percent.  If  th- order,  a?  it  came  to  us  Iroui  the 
Goutcil,  should  read  that  it  is  inexpeoienc  to  re- 
du  e  the  wage-  of  the  laborers  "only,"  I  would  be 
wilhng  to  gtve  it  ray  vote;  but  I  amj  not 
willing  to  give  it  my  vote  m  the  shape  that  it 
is  now,  for  I  beli°ve  that  not  only  should 
the  laborers  be  reduced,  but  also  the  foremen  of 
the  gangs  who  ate  now  receiving  more  than  $2  a 
dav.  So  with  some  othsr  departments ;  lnjthat  of 
Public  Builoings  we  have  reduced  the  price  that  we 
aie  wrlling  to  pay  lor  carpenters,  masons  and 
otuers,  the  same  parties  being  willing  to  work  at 
the  reduced  rat-.  It  seems  to  mc  that  the  ground 
taken  by  the  Aldermen  from  Ward*  10  and  12  is 
the  only  tenable  ground  we  can  stand  upoo  ;  when 
we  step  off  th.it  we  are  lost,  We  are  sent  bexe  by 
the  citizens  of  Boston  to  attend  to  the  work  ,,f  the 
particular  departments.  A  million  dollars  was 
appropriated  to  carrv  on  the  Paving  Department, 
and  1 claim  that  we,  as  servants  of  the  people.  If 
we  are  laithmi  to  our  brust,  should  sea  that  that 
million  dollars  goes  as  far  as  it  can;  and  1  say 
that  when  we  stop  off  that  ground  wo  are 
lost.  Many  mote  laborers  are  inoiiectly  em- 
ployed   by    the    city     than  there    are    directly 
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employed ;  and  if  we  say  that  no  laborer  for  the 
city  shall  work  for  less  than  $2  a  day,  let  us  ex- 
ami  ue  these  conttac  is  ihat  are  continually  given 
out  by  'be  Water,  Seweis  and  Paviug  depart- 
ments; 1st  us  ask  the  contractors  what  they  pay 
their  laborers,  and  it  they  pay  less  tban  $2  a  day, 
let  us  refuse  to  accept  tacit  bids.  Is  mat  not  a 
proper  and  clear  arguiuent?  How  is  it  in  the  Wat-r 
Department?  They  have  be  n  aufhorizeo  to  build 
a  conduit  teo  miles  long  from  Farm  Pond  to 
Chestnut  hill  Reservoir,  and  they  have  given  out 
coutracts  for  upwards  of  a  million  dollars,  a  very 
large  proportion  of  which  is  for  labor.  We  adver- 
tiser for  bids  and  awarded  the  contracts  to  the 
lowesr  responsible  bidders.  Most  of  those  bidd*is 
based  their  price  of  labor  on  $1.50  a  day,  and  we 
awarded  tbe  contract",  knowing  that  tbat  was  the 
price  that  they  intended  to  pay  the  common  la- 
borers. No*,  if  it  is  the  policy  ot  the  city  to 
pay  $2  a  day  in  all  its  departments,  why 
should  w°  not  refuse  to  accept  contracts  from 
thos»  men  who  have  based  their  figu.es 
upoi'  $1.50' a  day?  All  tbe  men  employed  by  those 
contractors  areworklrg  indirectly  for  the  city. 
Shall  we  follow  out  that  line  ot  argument,  Mr. 
Chairman?  I  simply  say,  for  one,  toat  J  c«nuot 
satisfy  my  conscience— sent  here  as  1  am  to 
look  after  "the  iolerest  of  the  citizens  i>f  this 
city— to  do  the  public  business  any  differently 
from  tbe  way  private  business  is  done.  We  adver- 
tise for  work  to  be  done  on  the  public  builuings, 
sewers  and  bridges,  and  we  awa.d  those  contracts 
to  the  lowest  responsible  bidders,  but  we  don't 
ask  those  contactors  what  they  propose  io  pay 
their  laoorers.  If  they  agree  to  perform  that 
work  well,  it  is  our  duty  to  give  the  contract  to 
the  persoo  who  is  willu^  to  ooitfoi  the  lowest 
sum.  So,  in  regard  to  laborers ;  it  is  our  duty  to 
pay  tbem  a  good  fair  market  price  for  their  labor. 
It  it  can  ce  proved,  as  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  b  has  intimated,  that  we  cannot 
employ  good  met  for  less  than  $2  a  day,  I  should 
eercaioly  be  in  favor  ot  paying  them  $2  a  day;  but 
it  we  CjU  employ  them  for  less  than  $2  a  day,  I 
say  we  are  only  doing  onj  duty  in  making  a  te- 
duction  which  seems  to  be  called  tor  by  the  con- 
dition of  business  at  the  present  time.  The  Water 
Board  have  giveD  the  matter  some  considerable 
thought.  Tbe  pay  rolls  of  that  department 
amount  to  $17,000  a  month.  The  laborers,  clerks 
and  others  were  receiving  wage*  that  were  fixed 
at  a  price  when  money  was  not  as  valuable  as  it  is 
at  the  present  time.  In  the  present  state  of  busi- 
ness a  majority  of  that  bo.ud  considered  it  their 
duty  to  reduce  tlie  wages  of  all  employes  ten  per 
cent.,  and  I  think  tiiey  were  fully  justified  io  do- 
ing so. 

Aldermau  O'Brien— I  must  say  tbat  the  action 
of  the  Water  Board  was  very  inconsistent  with 
tbe  remarks  of  tbo  Aldetman  who  has  just  sst 
down.  1  undeistand  that  they  have  reduced  the 
pay  of  tbe  laborers  who  have  osen  wi.n  them 
for  some  time  to  $1.75;  and  they  have  also  voted 
to  pay  all  new-comers  $1.50  a  day.  If  the  alder- 
man thinks  as  he  has  spoven,  and  acts  as  he  bas 
spoken,  he  ought  to  insist  that  the  reduction 
should  go  down  to  $1.50.  They  have  made  no 
fixed  standard  ;  they  say  certain  ineu  shall  i  eceive 
$1.75  a  day,  but  all  new-comers  shall  receive  on'y 
$1.50.  It  is  the  discrimination  that  de -erves  some 
credit,  I  think;  whereas  tbey  are  not  willing,  or 
at  least  nesitatf ,  to  discharge  men  who  have  been 
in  their  employ,  but  tbey  lower  tbeir  wages  ten 
per  cent.,  and  are  willing  to  hiie  other  labor- 
ers who  corn*  along  and  pay  them  $1.50  a 
day.  1  believe  that  is  the  basis  of  the  reduction 
m  the  Water  Department.  I  say  tbat  contractors 
in  the  Sewer,  Paving  and  in  all  orher  departments 
ma*  b  a  difference  in  the  price  they  pay  for  labor. 
Tbey  pay  what  it  u  woith.  Tbe  laborers  in  the 
Sewer  Department  obtain  $2  a  day— I  koow  this 
from  talking  with  the  contractors— aod  wny? 
They  say  that  the  stragglers,  who  come  along  and 
work  fot  $1.50  a  day,  wnen  they  eet  tbtir  pay  on 
Saturday  night,  are  not  always  at  tbeir  posts  on 
Monday  morniDg,  and  the  cont -actors  are  not 
sure  of  seeiog  tbem  again  after  they  have  worked 
one  week.  They  are  not  tellable,  and  I  doubt  if 
any  contract  with  the  city  would  be  completed 
unless  tbe  contractors  had  responsitle  m?o  in 
their  employ.  Tbe  contractors  make  that  dis- 
crimination, and  I  say  there  is  no  reason  why  we 
should  not  have  the  best  men  in  connection  with 
the  city  departments.  If  conti  actors  employ  the 
best  .laborers  and  give  them  $2  a  day,  I  say  tbe 
city  should  do  the  same.  That  is  the  ground  I 
take.  We  ought  not  to  fix  the  price  at  what  every 
straggler  who  comes  along  is  willing  to  take. 


Alderman  Prescott — If  the  premises  which  the 
gentleman  had  assumed  in  regard  to  the  Water 
Board  were  correct,  I  think  his  position  would  be 
a  very  stroDg  one;  but  they  are  entnely  erro- 
neous. Tba  Water  Board  has  not  voted  to'reduce 
the  wages  of  the  old  laborers  ten  per  cenr.,  and 
pay  new  laborers  $1.50.  They  have  aone  no  such 
thing.  They  simply  passed  a  vote  reducing  the 
wages  of  the  laborers  and  ail  others  ten  per  cent., 
and  have  taken  no  action  in  regard  to  lessening 
the  price  of  a  fe*v  employes  only. 

Alderman  O'Biieu—  My  information  was  received 
from  one  o°  ihe  members  of  tbe  Water  Board.  I 
understood  they  ieduced  the  price  of  laborers  ten 
per  cent.,  and  voted  to  pay  ail  new  laborers  $1.50. 
If  I  am  wro.g,  I  have  been  misioforxed. 

Alderiran  Prescott— That  matter  was  brought 
up  in  ths  Water  Boaid,  but  no  action  was  taken. 

Alderman  Power — It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  fol- 
ly to  reiterate  over  and  over  again  the  fact  which 
roust  be  apparent  to  everybody  who  has  anything 
to  do  with  city  business.  The  Alderman  from  the 
Highlands  has  said  that  wages  ouiside  of  City 
Hall  are  more  tban  $1.50  a  day.  I  nefy  him  or  any 
body  else  to  n  .me  any  corporation  inside  or  out- 
side the  3ity  of  Boston  that  pays  over  $1.50  a  day 
for  laborers.  Now  as  to  the  reasons:  Tne  neces- 
saries of  life  are  lower;  rents  are  from  25  to  50 
per  ceo t.  cheaper  for  the  class  of  propeity  occu- 
pied by  laborers;  I  know  tbat  because  I  own  sev- 
eial  such  houses;  and  everybody  who  owns  such 
houses  knows  that  he  has  to  let  tbem  from  25  to 
50  per  cent,  bss  than  he  did  two  or  three  years 
ago.  The  Sewc-  Department  hires  very  tev  la- 
borers: all  the  work  islet  out  by  cootract,  and  I 
don't  krow  a  Eingle  contractor  who  pays  ove*  $1.50 
a  day.  There  is  bo  man  who  carries  oi  business 
but  has  one  or  two  or  three  meo  who  are  trusted 
by  him  ard  are  kept  as  permanent  m'=n;  but  I  do 
not  know  any  one  who  pays  more  than  $1.50  a  day 
for  laborers,  and  to  some  of  tbem  they  pay  $1.25. 
There  is  no  corporation  that  I  koow  of  that  pays 
more  than  $1.50  a  day,  and  I  have  inquired  of  all 
of  them;  one  of  the  largest  railroads  ha?  put  its 
laborers  down  to  $1.12%  a  day.  Bnt  Ican'tucder- 
stand  how  any  member  of  this  Government  can 
justify  himself  in  voting  for  this  resolution.  It 
seems  like  robbery  tn  pay  more  for  a  thing,  be- 
cause one  is  buying  it  for  the  city,  than  you  would 
pay  yourself.  It  is  like  stealing  the  citizens' 
money.  I  cannot  see  any  difference.  We  advertise 
our  work  and  let  it  out  to  the  lowest  bidder,  which 
it  seems  to  me  «.e  are  bound  to  oo  unless  we  put 
it  into  the  advertisement  that  we  are  not  going  to 
give  the  work  to  anybody  uoless  it  is  some 
favorits  It  seems  to  me  it  is  a  species 
of  deception.  Now,  in  one  of  the  depart- 
ments with  which  the  Alderman  from  Ward 
8  is  connected,  I  understand  tbat  within  a 
week  they  have  awarded  stj  contract  when  a  re- 
sponsib'e  bidder  offered  to  co  the  job  for  $3000 
less  than  the  sum  named  by  ihe  successful  party. 
And  what  is  the  excuse?  None  at  all  except  that 
the  person  happened  To  live  in  East  Boston.  I 
heard  of  it  today,  and  meant  to  put  in  an  order  of 
inquiry  to  this  Goveintueot  at  out  it. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  will  save  the  Aldeiman 
the  trouble  of  introducing  an  order,  by  stating 
tbe  facts  in  the  case  myself,  for  this  Boaid  to 
judge  whether  oi  not  tbe  Directors  of  East  Boston 
Ferries  weie  justified  in  their  action.  It  is  well 
kno«n  that  an  appropriation  was  made  by  the 
City  Council,  recently,  tor  the  building  of  a  new 
terry  boat.  The  work  was  advertised,  acd  a  large 
number  of  bids  were  received.  Th^  lowest  bid 
was  from  a  firm  in  Foitlaod,  Me.,  for  $43,000;  the 
next  lowest  was  from  oarties  residing  in  East 
•  Boston,  for  $46,000— a  difference  ot  $3000.  The 
directois  of  tbe  ferries  added  to  the  bid  of 
the  Portland  firm  the  expense  of  main- 
taining two  insoec+ors  in  that  city  during 
tie  progress  of  the  work,  one  for  the  hull  and  one 
for  the  machinery.  Thev  aluo  added  to  the  bid 
of  the  Portland  firm  ihe  cost  of  towing  tbe  vessel 
to  Boston  a  ad  the  expenses  of  the  sub-committee 
in  going  back  and  forth.  The  result  was  tbat  the 
East  Boston  bid  was  the  lowest,  and  the  commit- 
tee awarded  the  contract  to  the  Easr  Boston  par- 
ties. But,  sir,  if  there  had  been  no  difference,  or 
a  slight  difference,  as  a  member  of  that  board  I 
should  most  certainly  have  been  in  favor  of 
a  war  log  it  to  the  parties  at  home.  We  have  me- 
chanics here  wno  can  do  ju9t  as  good  work 
as  is  done  ii  Portland  or  New  Yoik.  lam  aware 
that  the  Board  of  Directors,  of  which  the  Alder- 
man from  Waid  12  is  a  member,  did  award  a  con- 
tract for  building  a  steamboat  to  parties  in  New 
Yoik.    I  am  not  perhaps  competent  to  pass  upon 
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work  ot  that  kind;  but  I  have  been  informed  by 
responsible  parties  who  do  know  che  value  of  such 
work,  that  the  boat  could  have  been  built  in  East 
Boston  lor  much  less  tDan  in  New  York.  I  say  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  boards  of  direction  to  keep  this 
work  among  our  own  people,  amoig  our  own 
taxpayers.  Now,  in  regard  to  the  laborers  oo  the 
East  Boston  ferries.  The  oay  roll  amounts  to 
$10,000  a  month.  This  matter  was  taken  up  and 
discussed  aDd  it  was  voted  unanimously  not  to 
make  any  reduction  in  the  pay  of  their  laborers, 
and  I  think  they  were  right  in  so  doing.  The  men 
are  paid  fan  salaries.  No  doubt  their  places 
could  be  tilled  bv  men  at  a  much  less  price;  but  I 
do  not  believe  the  Directors  would  be  justified  in 
employing  the  cheap  men  who  may  be  procured. 
Certainly  so  far  as  the  a wardiog  of  that  co  tract 
is  concerned,  I  am  willing  to  leave  the  matter  to 
the  judgment  of  the  City  Council  and  this  Boxrd. 

Alderman  Prescoit— Following  out  the  idea  I 
expressed,  that  this  reduction  should  not  be  con- 
fined to  che  Paving  Department,  I  move  to  amend 
the  resolve  by  inserting  the  word  "only"  after 
"Jaboreis." 

Alderman  Wbrthirgton — I  nope  tbac  amend- 
ment will  not  pass.  I  look  upon  this  reso've  as  a 
censure  upon  the  Committee  on  Paving,  and  I  am 
not  willing  co  be  a  party  to  such  a  Jhing.  It  is 
true  cha,t  ihe  Heahh  Department  have  had  the 
subject  of  reducing  wages  before  them,  but  it  was 
the  unanimous  feeling  of  every  one  of  them  that 
we  should  not  reduce.  They  believed  that  the  pay 
of  the  men  m  the  Health  Department  is  not  more 
than  it  ougnt  to  be.  The  men  are  different  from 
those  in  any  other  department ;  they  have  worked 
there  for  many  years ;  they  are  trusted  by  fami- 
lies to  go  into  their  houses  and  do  the  scavenger 
work.  They  are  a  better  set  ot  men  than  we  see 
using  the  pick  and  shovel  npon  the  streets.  Ihere- 
forc  we  felt  that  their  pay  is  no  more  than  it 
should  be.  The  men  using  the  pick  ai.d  shovel 
can  afford  co  work  tor  less,  and  to  let  the  pay  of 
the  laborers  in  the  Health  Department  remain  as 
it  is  will  bring  about  a  fair  equality  of  wages. 
But  the  committees  on  Paving  and  Common  have 
seen  fit  to  reduce  the  pay  of  the  laborers ;  whether 
they  are  justified  or  not  is  not  for  us  to  say 
in  the  shape  of  the  resolution  that  has  come  to  us 
from  the  Common  Council.  I  consider  it  a  cen- 
sure upon  those  committees,  and  shall  not  vote 
tor  it.  But  if  a  new  order  is  introduced,  as  sug- 
gested by  the  amend  men  c  of  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  9,  I  will  vote  for  it  with  all  my  heart,  for  I 
think  it  should  pass. 

Aloermau  Power— In  looking  into  this  labor 
question  and  examining  the  condition  of  the  la- 
borers in  the  different  departments,  I  thought  at 
the  beginning  and  I  could  n't  see  any  reason  why 
the  laborers  in  the  Health  Department  should  not 
be  reduced  as  well  as  those  in  other  departments. 
But  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  cheie  is  some 
reason  for  an  exception  in  their  case.  The  labor- 
ers in  the  Health  Department  are  permanent  mei>, 
and  there  are  a  very  few  more  in  the  summer  tnan 
in  the  winter.  A  great  portion  of  them  have  to  go 
about  the  city  and  into  houses  where  there  are  all 
sorts  of  property  lying  about;  and  it  seems  impor- 
tant that  the  Superintendent  should  know  his 
men,  and  feel  sure  that  they  can  be  trusted  be- 
yond all  doubt.  It  seems  absolutely  necessary  to 
have  such  men  to  do  the  business  of  that  depart- 
ment, and  therefore  I  tbiuk  there  is  some  virtus 
m  the  argument  of  the  Alderman  against  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  pay  of  laborers  in  tne  Health  Depart- 
in' nt,  But  a  greater  portion  of  the  men  in  the 
other  departments  alluded  to  are  transient  men. 
The  Alderman  speaks  of  bin  g  the  best  of  labor. 
Every  member  of  this  Government  knows  that  it 
is  impossible  to  do  it.  They  know  thai  Mr.  This 
or  That  One  comes  in  with  Mr.  So-and-so  and 
says  he  would  like  to  have  him  set  to  ^ork. 
It  does  n't  make  any  difference  whether  he  pos- 
sesses any  qualification  in  tire  world.  It  is  quite  a 
common  thing  for  a  member  of  the  Government 
to  go  to  Mr.  Harris  and  tell  him  he  must  put  this 
orthictmanto  work,  or  if  not,  Mi.  Harris  must 
look  out  when  his  salary  comes  round  to  be  fixed. 
It  is  impossible  for  a  superintendent  cu  withstand 
this  pressure  all  the  time.  He  may  put  on  a 
sort  of  independence;  but  when  that  piessure 
is  made  every  day  by  members  of  tnis  Govern- 
ment, it  is  n't  expected  that  he  can  stand  it  for- 
ever. The  men  that  they  bring  here  in  this  way 
are  ol  the  class  that  do  most  of  the  work  about 
the  wardrooms.  Of  course,  oo  member  of 
this  Government  who  has  the  welfare  ot  this  city 
at  he*rt  would  use  such  an  argument  as  that;  but 
there  are  men   in   this   Government   who  uae  it. 


There  are  men  who  care  for  nothing  but  to  serve 
their  own  personal  interest;  and  chat  is  the  class 
of  men  who  framed  this  resolution.  Tbey  are  a 
Curse  to  this  Government  and  *o  this  citv.  And 
yet  tbey  are  the  ones  who  are  so  liberal  with  the 
city's  money.  Thevhave  nothing  at  stake.  Per- 
haps they  pay  a  poll  tax,  and  they  oo  that  to  make 
themselves  eligiole  to  seats  in  this  Government. 
Thank  God,  mpn  of  that  class  are  very 
scarce  in  this  Governmeot.  It  would  be  a 
blessing  if  there  could  be  a  way  of  stop- 
ping them  tiom  coming  here.  Yet  they  do 
come  here  acd  go  to  Mr.  Harris  and  Mr. 
Forisstall  and  tell  them  they  have  votes  and  must 
put  their  friends  to  work,  or  he  must  look  out.  for 
his  election.  I  say  that  is  the  kind  of  men  who 
offer  this  resolution,  and  every  gentleman  her 
knows  it.  Tb»y  have  nothing  at  stake  themselves 
and  can  afford  to  be  very  liberal  with  the  taxpay- 
ers' money.  And  when  you  vote  for  this  resolu- 
tion, you  vote  to  sustain  those  men,  and  to  cen- 
sure every  man  in  this  Government  who  comes 
here  to  do  his  duty.  That  is  what  it  means.  I  say 
you  have  no  more  right  to  pav  $1.75  or  $2  for  la- 
bor ?? hen  the  market  price  is  $1.50,  than  the  Pav- 
ing Committee  have  co  pay  $50  for  granite  blocks 
when  the  market  price  is  $40.  You  a  by  clothe  it 
with  all  the  plausible  pretexts  you  please,  but  that 
is  what  it  meaus.  You  may  try  to  get  round  it 
and  dodge  it;  but  labor  is  just  like  everything 
else.  It  has  a  marketable  value,  and  it  is  worth 
what  it  will  bring.  You  tray  talk  about  the  beads 
of  oepartments;  but  brains  are  lotto  be  compared 
with  labor.  Doesn't  eveiy body  know  that  some 
men  at  the  head  of  a  department  or  who 
have  the  management  ot  a  dozen  or  two 
men,  are  worth  double  what  the  others  are  worth? 
It  is  the  sa^e  amongst  laborers,  if  we  could  dis- 
criminate, but  you  cannot,  owing  to  the  class  of 
men  m  this  Government  who  come  m  with  rtien 
utterly  unfit,  but  who  are  taken  and  put  to  work. 
If  I  could  have  my  owo  way  about  it  I  would  have 
no  man  put  to  work  who  was  not  qualified.  But 
I  cannot  do  that;  it  is  out  of  the  question  to  do  it. 
while  such  men  are  to  be  sustained  by  voting  for 
such  a  resolution  as  this.  Members  of  the  other 
branch  voted  for  it  who  would  not  countenance 
the  principle  it  involves.  These  are  the  facts.  It 
means  that  the  resolution  and  the  people  who 
framed  ic  want  to  divide  the  mo  ey  of  tne  rich 
amongst  the  noor;  it  means  that  fhe  wealth  has 
not  been  fairly  apportioned;  ic  means  commun- 
ism. It  means  that  they  want  to  take  the  rich 
people's  money  and  divije  it  amongst  the  poor, — 
to  take  the  money  of  those  who  have  been  pru- 
dent and  divide  it  among  those  who  have 
not.  Talk  about  what  a  man  can  live 
upon  !  Why,  I  know  plenty  of  men  in  the  Paving 
and  HealthDepartmeots  who  have  saved  up  suffi- 
cient to  procure  little  homesteads.  Plenty  of 
them  are  poor  ana  always  will  be,  and  yet  they 
have  n't  as  large  fimiliei  as  those  woo  have  sa  red 
up  a  little  for  their  homesteads.  So  the  question 
of  what  a  man  can  live  upon  has  nothing  to  do 
with  it.  It  is  simply  a  question  whether  or  no  you 
will  pay  more  with  the  city's  money  than  anybody 
else  is  paying. 

Alderman  O'Brien—  If  the  worthless  politicians 
who  find  their  way  into  City  Hall  have  such  an 
influ°nce  upon  tue  superintendents  ot  out  de- 
pa*  f  tuents  as  the  Alderman  suggests,  what  F.re  we 
to  think  of  the  superintendents  who  submit  to 
them  and  are  continued  in  office  year  after  year. 
I  repudiate  that  argument.  1  believe  tha,t  the 
up  sermtendents  in  jCity  Hall,  from  Mr.  Harris 
do  '/n,  are  not  the  men  to  submit  to  the  dictatiou 
of  any  such  a  class  of  worthless  politicians  as  the 
Aider  man  represents.  Ifiheydo  they  should  be 
turned  from  their  places  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment. 

Alder  man  Stebbins— I  caie  nothing  for  the  ori- 
gin of  this  re=oive,  and  m  voting  for  it  I  do  not 
intend  a.ny  censure  upon  any  committee  of  this 
Government.  I  vote  for  it  bt  cause  my  conscience 
approves  of  it  and  because  I  think  it  is  right  in 
principle.  I  can  say  w  hat  perhaps  fewmt-mbers 
of  this  Government'can  spy,  that  during  the  three 
years  1  have  been  connected  with  the  government 
I  have  not  u«ed  rny  influence  to  obt<  in  employ- 
ment for  a  ringle  person  in  the  City  Government, 
not  eve o  for  a  police  officer,  aud  not  even  in  the 
departments  with  which  I  am  connected.  There- 
fore I  can  vote  for  this  order  becau-e  my  con- 
science approves  of  it  and  I  believe  it  is  light ;  aod 
in  doing  so  I  do  not  intend  any  reflection  upon 
any  committee. 

Aide  man  Worthington— I  hope  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  9  will   withdraw  his  amendment.    [ 
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think  members  would  like  to  vote  fairly  and 
squarely  uoon  the  resolve  as  it  conies  from  the 
Common  Council. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  hardly  know  whether  it 
is  expedient  to  amend  the  order  or  not.  It  comes 
in  very  oungling  shape  and  means  notaing  oae 
way  or  the  other.  If  it  is  passed  I  do  not  under- 
stand that  it  is  to  be  considered  as  the  nasi*  of 
action  by  any  curnmittee.  If  it  passes,  does  it 
mean  that  the  Paving  Committee  are  t'>  rein- 
state the  laborers  at  the  price  they  received  be- 
fore? It  reads  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  make  tae 
leductiou  at  (he  oresent  time.  Well,  the  reduc- 
tion has  been  made.  Does  it  mean  thit  ic  is  inex- 
pedient to  make  a  further  reduction?  or  rhat  the 
reduction  already  made  is  inexpedient?  I  sb ;uld 
think  that  it  is  qui  ;e  a  milk-and-water  affair.  It 
we  are  going  to  consider  this  labor  matter,  I  think 
the  issue  ought  to  be  sqaaiely  met.  I  nave  confi- 
dence in  the  committees,  w'jo  kuow  the  wants 
of  the  departments,  and  are  entirely  com- 
petent to  fix  tne  pay  of  t>e  persons 
employed  in  those  departments.  Therefore  I 
shall  vote  against  the  order  as  it  comas  from  the 
City  Couucil ;  but,  iuasmuch  as  so  much  ha  .  been 
said  on  the  reduction  of  the  wages  of  laborers,  I 
should  like  to  have  an  expression  of  the  Board 
upon  the  amendment  I  have  introduced — that  it  is 
expedient  that  a  reduction  should  be  made  ia  the 
pay  of  all  the  emoioyes  in  all  the  different  depart- 
ments. As  I  have  said  before,  it  must  oe  well 
known  that  the  price  of  labor  vas  fixed  at  a  time 
when  business  was  entirely  different  f.-ooo  what  it 
is  at  present;  when  a  dollar  m  our  money- was  not 
worta  as  much  as  it  is  foaay. 

Alderman  Stebbins— When  wao  it  fixed? 

Alderman  Prescott — I  don't  remember  the  year, 
but  I  feel  safe  in  stating  that  it  <vas  fixed  at  a  time 
when  the  price  of  outside  labor  and  when  business 
was  eatirely  aifferent  from  what  it  is  today.  I 
have  been  informed  upon  credible  authority  that 
the  t  owns  and  cities  about  us  arc  not  payi  og  as  large 
wages  as  we  are  today.  We  are  not  justified  in  so  do- 
ing, and  we  are  justified  only  in  u°mg  the  money 
of  the  taxpayers  of  the  city  of  Boston  as  economi- 
cally as  it  can  be.  I  do  not  feel  like  withdiawing 
my  motion. 

Alderman  Quincy  asked  the  ruling  of  the  Chair 
on  the  question  whether  a  motion  to  amend  was 
in  order  after  a  motion  ro  indefinitely  pjstpoae 
had  been  made. 

The  Chairman  read  section  9  of  ti.e  rules,  and 
decided  tint  it  was. 

Alderman  Power— I  hope  the  Alderman  will 
withdraw  the  motion.  I  should  like  to  see  a  vote 
of  this  Board  upon  that  resolution  as  it  comes 
from  the  Council.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  would 
say  again  that  in  the  action  1  have  taken  in  rhis 
matter  I  have  done  what  I  believed  was  for  the 
true  interest  of  the  city  and  of  the  honest  la- 
borers of  the  city.  I  have  sympathy  for  the 
honest  laborers  of  the  city;  I  ought  to 
have,  for  I  have  been  one  of  them 
myself.  I  have  labored  on  the  street  with 
a  "pick  and  shovel,  and  have  gone  through 
all  the  grades  of  labor.  Eveiy  honest  laborer 
knows  that  vbat  is  tor  the  interest  of  the  tax- 
payer is  for  his  interest;  that  if  this  Government 
is  run  economically,  taxes  and  everything  will  be 
reduced.  Wehavebesn  endeavoiing  for  the  last 
two  or  three  years  to  do  that.  We  all  know  that 
tte  greatest  curse  tfiat  evei  befell  any  country  is 
a  high  rate  of  taxation,  and  we  have  been  endeav- 
oring to  reduce  it,  and  we  did  reduce  it  this  year. 
Your  taxes  must  be  reduced,  or  the  valuation 
of  property  muit  be  reduced,  which  is  the 
same  thing;  and  we  cannot  do  that  unless  the 
city's  business  is  maaageel  as  w»  would  manage 
our  own,  and  try  to  conduct  it  in  as  economical  a 
manner  as  possible,  saving  everything  we  can.  I 
feel  that  if  this  reduction  should  pervade  all  the 
departments,  the  city's  monev  would  do  a  gr=at 
deal  more  good,  because  it  wjull  go  to  a  great 
many  more  of  the  deserving  poor  of  the  city.  But, 
as  I  said  before,  under  that  resolution  the  money 
would  go  to  a  favored  few,  where  it  cannot  begin 
to  do  the  good  that  it  would  if  it  were  u  aversally 
dispeused. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  should  vote  for  an 
indefinite  postponement  of  this  whole  subject.  I 
do  not  ^ant  to  vote  against  the  principle  laid  down 
by  the  Alderman  fiom  Ward  9,  but  if  he  persists  I 
shall  do  so.  I  believe  it  is  inexpedient  to  reduce 
the  pay  of  the  laborer?  only,  and  if  he  will  intro- 
duce a  new  order  I  shall  vote,  for  it. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Alderman  Prescott, 
to  insert  the  word  "only"  after  the  word  "labor- 
ers" was  lost— yeas  3,  nays  9: 


Yeas— Aldermen  Clark,  Harris,  Prescott— 3. 

Nays — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Burrage,  O'Brien, 
Pope,  Power,  Qui  icy,  Stebbins,  Viles,  Worthing- 
ton—9. 

Th ",  resolve  was  indefinitely  postponed — yeas  8, 
nays  4: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Burrage,  Clark,  Pope, 
Power,  Prescott,  Quincy,  Worthington— 8. 

Nays — Aldermen  Harris,  O'Brien,  Stebbins, 
Viles— 4. 

DIVISION  OF  WAKDS. 

On  moMon  of  Alderman  Quincy  the  Board  took 
un  the  special  assignment  tor  five  o'clock  P.  M., 
viz.,  the  ordinance  for  a  new  division  of  waids, 
wito  sundry  amendments  thereto. 

Alderman  Qurncv — After  examining,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, the  columns  of  hos  ale  figures  arrayed  against 
me  in  the  preliminary  skirmi  h  of  Wednesday 
evening  la^t,  I  fiad  myself  under  the  military  ne- 
cessity of  abaudooiug  an  untejable  position.  I 
shall  endeavor  to  do  so  with  as  good  a  grace  and 
in  as  good  order  as  the  circumstances  will  war- 
lant,  and  piomptly  enough  to  *ave  the  greater 
part  of  my  wagons.  The  intrenchmeots  to  which 
I  shall  retire,  I  am  coufident,will  wat  rant  the  most 
vigorous  defence  which  1  am  capable  of  making 
I  acknowledge  at  once,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the 
residents  of  new  Ward  6,  according  to  the  commit- 
tee's lines,  are  by  a  blunder  in  calculation  for 
which  I  can  offer  oo  excuse,  threatened  with  great 
injustice,  and  given  a  tangible  grievance  for  which 
they  have  a  light  to  demand  redress  and  apol- 
ogy. By  actual  count  upon  the  map,  iu  place  of 
2807  votes  given  them  by  the  co  umittee,  the  ward 
is  fouud  to  contain  but  2711,  about  a  hundred  less 
than  anv  other  of  the  city  wards;  while  the  ad- 
joining Ward  7  is  given  3149,  or  more  than  an 
equal  number  in  excess.  In  addition  to  this  actual 
grievance,  it  appears  to  me  that  they  assume  an- 
other, more  or  less  imaginary,  which  I  will  con- 
sider in  a  moment.  To  restote  the  ward  to  tfiat 
equality  which  it  is  entitled  to  claim,  I  propose 
the  following  simple  amendment,  which  I  will 
add  has  toe  unanimous  approval  of  the  commit- 
tee, who  would  offer  the  same  as  a  report  had 
recommitment  authorized  them  to  do  so.  In  place 
of  running  the  boundary  up  Hancock  to  Mt.  Ver- 
non and  Mt.  Vernon  to  the  water,  run  the  same 
up  Joy  to  Beacon,  down  Beacon  and  Otter  to  the 
water.  This  change  transfers  to  Ward  6  a  dis- 
trict containing  389  of  the  most  desirable  voters— 
the  Somerset  Club  and  nearly  th- whole  of  that 
which  poition  ot  Beacon  street,  formerly  In  Ward  6 
it  was  remarked  that  the  committee's  lines  had 
included  in  a  ward  containing  part  of  the  South 
Cove  in  exenange  for  190  in  a  block  on  the  back  of 
the  hill,  making  a  gain  of  199  for  Ward  6,  and 
leaving  the  respective  numbers  as  follows:  Ward  6, 
2910;  Ward  7,  2950.  These  figures  are  those  of  a  pro- 
fessional accountant, verified  by  the  City  Clerk,  as, 
under  the  circumstances,  I  shall  not  ask  the  Board 
to  accept  my  own  or  the  committee's  calculations. 
So  much  to  remedy  actual  injustice.  That  to 
which  I  have  alluded  as  imaginary  may  be  de- 
scribed bv  the  leural  phrase,  damnum  absque  in- 
juria, a  loss,  but  i  o  no  sense  b,  grievance  or  an  in- 
justice. I  refer  to  tae  cutting  off  of  the  losg  and 
irregular  excrescence  in  the  shape  ot  a  tail  or 
pan-handle  running  down  the  Mill  dam,  and  which 
the  committee's  lines  here,  certainly  to  the  advan- 
tage of  symmetry,  transfer  to  Ward  8.  Here, 
sir,  I  think,  is  sphere  tne  shoe  really  pinches. 
But  how  about  the  "pan-handlers"  themselves, 
sir,  if  I  may  so  designate  th->  residents  in  this  sec- 
tion? Do  they  clamor  to  return  to  their  lost  loves 
unon  the  liill  ?  We  had  the  privilege  at  the  last 
meeting  of  listening  to  no  less  a  voice  than  that 
of  our  worthy  Chairman  himself,  who  came  down 
upon  the  floor  for  the  purpose  of  expressing  his 
more  than  content  with  the  watd  which  the  com- 
mittee had  laid  out  for  him.  I  confess,  sir,  that 
when  I  listened  to  his  eloquent  description  of  the 
social,  political,  financial— I  forget  whether  he 
added  moral  paradise— of  th^  new  Wait)  8,  the 
first  gleam  of  satisfaction,  of  pride  in  havicg  been 
instrumental  m  its  formation  came  ro  lelieve  the 
extreme  mortification  which  fell  upon  me  as  I 
listened  to  the  tripping  up  of  mv  committee's  fig- 
ures. I  think,  sir,  that  he  will  agiee  that  there- 
turn  of  199  Beacon  Hill  sheep  of  snowy  fleece  to 
tne  fold,  ought  to  occasion  such  rejoicing  as 
should  cause  Ward  6  to  forget  its  oresenr  war  cry 
of  the  pan-handle,  the  whole  pan-handle,  and 
nothing  but  the  pan-handle,  and  leave  him  un- 
disturbed in  his  Araoy  the  blest  vof  Ward  8. 
Just  here,  sir,  perhaps  I  may  mention  two  little 
instances  to  show  that  the  accidental  presenta- 
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tion  of  enoneons  figures  is  not  tbe  exclusive 
privilege  of  the  committee.  At  tbe  last  meeting 
the  Aldeiman  onpc  site  presented  figures  by  which 
be  claimed  to  show  bow  tbe  comuut'ce's  wards 
counted  upon  tbe  map  differed  from  tbe  commit- 
tee's totals.  It  dow  apotars  that  in  the  case  of 
Ward  8  it  was  not  the.  ^ammittee's  ward,  but  the 
Council's  amended  ward,  wnich  was  counted, 
and  which  could  not  ana  ought  not  to  coincide 
with  tne  committee's  total.  Again,  the  gentlemaa 
to  whose  labors  we  owe  the  substitute  prepared 
fot  the  two  map-*  which  now  bane  on  tbe  wall 
tbeir  first  lists  of  total's,  snd  gave  as  that,  of 
Ward  8  on  the  uopei  map  127  more  voters  than 
are  on  the  original,  thus  charging:  tbe  committee 
with  bis  own  blunoer  to  that  amount.  I  discov- 
ered  the  en  or  and  charged  it  upon  the  City  Clerk, 
supposing  that  be  alone  was  authorized  to  post 
figures  assuming  to  be  official  in  this  room.  He 
disclaimed  lespm  sibilitv  arc!  the  next  day  re- 
moved the  gentleman's  figure,  ann  post  d  his 
own  in  their  place. 

The  question  theu  will  be  whether  the  advan- 
tages of  the  substitute  over  the  committee's  plan 
thus  amended  are  so  great  as  to  warrant  its  adop- 
tion by  this  Board  witb  a  hope  of  its  acceptance 
by  tie  other  branch.  Ou  which  side  will  then  lie 
the  greater  equality  of  numbers?  I  take  the 
City  Clerk's  figures  by  actual  count. 
Committee's 

Wards.  Amended.  Substitute. 

3 2,889 2,869 

4 2,770 2,816 

5 2,908 2,990 

6 2,910 2,941 

7 2.950 2,915 

8 2,936 2,889 

9 .2,961 3,031 

Committee's  greatest  difference,  191 ;  substitute's 
greatest  difference,  215. 

If  the  amendment  offered  by  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  12  in  the  lines  between  Wards  3  and  4  be 
adopt-d,  it  will  further  reduce  the  committee's 
difference  by  «ome  35  votes.  So  much  for  equali- 
ty of  numbers.  Next  for  equality  of  area.  I  have 
not  measured,  but  as  it  strikes  my  eye,  the  differ- 
ence between  the  largest  and_  smallest  substitute 
i«  greater  than  bet  we?.  !i  the  largest  aid  smallest: 
committee's  wards.  But. now  ,-ir,  come?  our  weak 
point,  and  whether  I  succeed  in  successfully  de- 
fending it  or  whether  it  must  prove  fatal  to  a  po- 
sition else «  here  impregnable,  tb-  Bosxd  must 
decide.  Tbe  substitutes  lines  are  the  straightest. 
They  have  used  the  ruler  where  the  committee  con- 
sidered the  employment  of  that  instrument 
might  work  inconvenience  more  than  counter- 
balancing pleasure  to  the  eye  upon  paper.  They 
have  bisected  and  trisect  ed  th?  Common  ?  nd  Public 
Gar.itin.  The  comu.ittee  considered  i -i  view  of 
the  probable  establishment  of  criminal  courts, 
whose  jurisdiction  will  be  bounded  by  wird  lines, 
that  thcSc  public  grounds  should  be  included 
within  the  limits  of  one,  and  thev  therefore  drew 
th:eir  lines  around  instead  of  across  tho  same.  I 
have  taken  the  liberty,  roughly,  to  prepare  a  plan 
showing  the  inhabitable  portion  of  tbe  substi- 
tute's Ward  6,  deducting  the  fractions  of  the 
Common  and  Public  Garder,  which  I  claim  must 
be  abandoned  later  for  the  sake  of  convenience, 
even  if  now  adopted.  The  ridiculous  isthmus  be- 
tween body  and  tail  is  at  once  apparent.  Looking 
at  it  thus  reminds  ooe  instantly  of  Lord  Dun- 
dreary's conundrum,  and  suggests  the  possibility 
that  here  also  the  t?il  is  becoming  rather  too 
strongto  be  wagged  much  longer  by  the  animal. 
But  it  is  claimed  that  the  committee's  straggling 
and  raggei  outline  of  Ward  9  has  been  bettered 
by  the  substitute.  In  a  cetam  sense  it  has,  sir.  • 
The  substitute  lines  are  about  equally  ragged,  but 
not  so  long  and  straggling  as  the  committee's. 
Gentlemen  will  give  this  advantage  all  the  weight 
which  it  deserves,  but  I  trust  they  will  bear  in 
mind  that  the  complaint  comes  not  from  the  long 
nine  but  from  tbe  short  six  aod  peihaps  may  end 
in  smoke  after  all.  It  is  to  the  gee  tlemen  regard- 
ing the  same  from  the  s-iene  heigbts  of  Beacon 
Hill  tr  at  Ward  9's  ragged  edge  appears  a  lagged 
edge  of  despair— those  who  have  uot  the  advan- 
tage of  looking  at  it  from  so  great  a  distance 
do  not  object  or  become  disheartened  thereat. 
I  think  I  ought  net  to  sit  dovvr  ,  sir,  without  a 
word  of  protest  against  an  unequal  distribution 
either  of  tbe  kicks  of  the  halfpence  with  wnich 
pleased  or  aggrieved  sections  would  fain  compen- 
sate tbe  com  oui  tree's  labors.  There  is  no  justice 
in  selecting  a  scapegoat.  The  erroneous  figures 
which  have  discredited  the  committee,  aid  for 
which  the  supporter'  of  the  substitute  are  no 
doubt  sincerely  grateful,  were  the  work  of  one 


man  ;  the  lines  were  the  result  of  tha  whole  com- 
mittee's cartful  study,  and  adopted  with  cVaruD- 
derstandmg  of  their  effect  and  willingness  to 
take  the  responsibility  of  their  indorsement. 
In  conclusion,  sir,  I  may  be  allowed  to  express  the 
belief  that  certain  gentlemen  who  are,  and  I  trust 
will  remain  my  personal  fiiends,  may  have  lis- 
tened to  or  read  my  remarks  &t  the  special  sessiou 
with  feelings  unfavorable  to  a  true  appreciation 
of  tbeir  character.  I  certainly  did  ascribe  certain 
gentlemen's  action  to  the  desire  of  persons  of  po- 
sition, intelligence  and  princiole  to  retain  politi- 
cal power  »  hich  t hey  k'.ew  they  bad  exercised  in 
behalf  of  good  government.  It  seems  to  me  that 
those  who  can  find  here  or  elsewhere  in  my  ie- 
marksa  slurnof;  or  snebring  toneor  insinuation  of 
sinister  motives,  must  be  those  who  at  the  time 
are  determined  therein  to  find  them.  If  the  com- 
mittee's plan  with  my  amendment  oe  adopted,  my 
own  domicile  will  be  within  the  waru  to  which 
1  have  endeavored  to  offer  repai  anon  due,  and 
where  I  hope  I  shall  not  be  regarded  as  an  enemy 
after  the  present  tempest  in  a  t-apot  shall  have 
subsided.  My  own  vote,  sir,  will  be  as  follows: 
Against  the  substitute,  and  if  that  shall  be 
defeated,  then  10  favor  of  tbe  commit- 
tee's scheme  with  my  amend  a>e.pt  and 
that  ot  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12  between 
Wards  3  and  4.  In  regard  to  the  outlying 
wards,  I  shall  vote  to  concur  with  tbi-  Council's 
amendments  with  one  exception,  that  which 
amen  tf  the  ii<  e  between  Wares  19  and  20.  This  I 
understand  was  not  petitioned  tor,  is  disliked  by 
the  residents,  and  was  offerer!  merelv  to  balance 
tbe  cha  ge  betwe-n  Wards  18  and  20.  As  it  mere- 
ly transfers  the  loss  toWard  19,  there  seems  no  i  ea- 
son,  for  it  as  Ward  20  is  supposed  to  Oe.on  tbe  way 
to  rapid  increase. 

The  Chairman  said  the  question  was  upon  the 
amendment  for  Wards  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  and  9,  offered 
by  Alderman  Prescott  at  the  last  meeting. 

AlQerm«,u  Prescott— I  think  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  4  has  mads  commendable  progress  since  tbe 
last  meeting,  wheii.  he  stood  up  so  1 t>  eouou  -ly  for 
the  report  of  tbe  committee.  Today  he  is  ready 
to  take  a  half-way  step  towards  the  plan  which  I 
hao  the  hoi  or  co  suggest  at  the  last  meeting. 
Perhaps  if  we  were  lo  adjourn  over,  as  we  did 
tden,  to  the  miodleof  theweet,he  might  get  fully 
over  to  th>?  plan  I  suggested.  lam  not.  pre  .area 
to  criticise  ibeplan  he  has  oresented  and  which 
now  lies  upon  tue  table.  It  may  have  more  mer- 
its than  tne  p'a  >  I  presented  ;  but  it  must  be  evi- 
dent :o  the  Board  that  the  moie  pi  ins  we  have 
the  more  confusion  becomes  worse  confounded. 
I  have  this  to  say  in  reganl  to  the  plan  offeied  by 
me  last  Wednesday:  It  has  been  carefully  exam- 
ined by  very  maoy  parties  in  the  wards  it  ro- 
poses  to  effect,  aid,  with  one  execution,  rbey  have 
heartily  iniioised  it;  ard  so  fa  as  any  notice  has 
been  taken  of  it  bv  the  press  it  bas  been 
unanimously  indorsed.  It  toe  members  of  rhe 
Board  have  given  sufficient  time  to  the  subject  to 
vote  intelligently  at  the  present  time,  I  shall  not 
ask  for  delay.  This  plan  is  compai  atively  new, 
and  I  caurot  criticise  i:  at  this  meeting;  but  I 
feel  that  we  «ball  be  safe  in  adopting  the  we  I 
have  presented. 

The  Chairman  read  a  petition  fiom  C.  A.Blod- 
geit  and  others,  residents  in  ihat  territory  bound- 
ed southeast- rly  by  Columbus  avenue,  West  New- 
ton street,  etc.,  •  hich  it  was  proposed  to  set  off  to 
Ward  15,  hopi  og  t  he  Board  wcul  t  concur  with  the 
Common  Council  in  so  ooing. 

Also,  the  petition  of  R.  Philbrick  and  others, 
taxpayers  aid  residents  of  th.it  part  of  the  city 
bounded  by  Cambridge,  Staniford,  Green  streets 
and  Bowdoin  square,  that  no  cbange  may  be  made 
in  the  nlan  as  it  came  '  rom  the  Common  Council, 
and  that  in  no  case  shall  they  be  taken  from  the 
limits  of  the  proposed  new  Watd  4. 

A  recess  of  fiftteen  minutes  was  taken  to  allow 
mtmber'  an  opportunity  to  inspect  the  various 
plans  in  detail. 

Alderman  Burrage— I  »m  somewhat  erubar 
rass°d  in  arriving  at  a  dtcision  between  tuese 
tvo  p!ans;  but  on  toe  whole,  it  seems  better  to 
adopt  tbe  committee's  report,  as  amended  by 
Alderman  Qumcy.  I  think  there  are  objections 
to  having  imagmaiy  liues  running  acioss  the 
Common  and  public  grounds  for  the  sake  of  hav- 
ing the  ward  lines  more  regular  on  tbe  in:i  ,  :iiul 
I  don't  know  that  there  has  been  an  in- 
stance of  ward  lines  being  run  in  that  way. 
Some  ot  the  most  serious  objections  to  the 
plan  have  been  obviated  by  the  Alderman's 
amendment;  and  there  don't  seem  to  be  much 
difference  either  way  with  the  occupants  of  those 
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wards  whether  oae  plan  or  the  other  is  adopted; 
and  as  the  adoption  of  commitee's  plan,  witti 
the  A-ldermau's  am°nnme"t,  will  be  rather  the 
more  simple  of  the  two  and  will  tot  'nvolve 
so  many  changes,  that  is  a  strong  consider- 
ation in  its  favor.  I  was  in  favor  of  the 
boundaries  of  Waid  15  as  adopted  by  the 
Common  Council,  as  the  people  who  reside  there 
are  in  favor  of  it.  They  are  i  i  the  habit  of  acting 
with  inhahitauts  of  old  Ward  11,  aod  desire  tj  re- 
tain that  con  uection.  If  the  amendment  ot  the  Al- 
derman from  Ward  9  is  adopted  it  leaves  a  differ- 
ence between  Wards  13  and  18,  and  there  is  go 
compensation. 

Alderman  O'Brien—  In  makiog  a  selection  be- 
tween the  plan  for  the  nsw  division  of  the  wards, 
as  teported  by  fie  committee  and  tbe  aine:d- 
merjts  submitted,  the  equalization  of  vot  rs,  it  ap- 
pears to  me,  should  have  very  little  influence  oq 
th  =  plan  we  adopt,  as  toe  matter  is  now  presented. 
The  aifferenre  of  50, 100  or  150  voteis  more  or  less 
in  each  ward  is  of  to  importance  as  a  basis,  when 
compared  with  the  radical  change,  that  have 
taken  place  during  the  past  ten  years,  or  the 
elianges  that  are  likelv  to  take  plaee  during  the 
next  ten  yesrs.  Let  me  illustrate  tbis  point. 
When  the  division  took  place  in  1865  Ware  5,  had 
3119  voter?  and  Warn  12  2367  voteis,  but  now 
Ward  5  has  only  1571  vo  eis,  a  loss  of  more  than 
fiftv  per  cent.,  and  Ward  12  5365  voter'',  a  gain  or 
over  100  oer  cent.,  m  airing  a  difference  of  loss  and 
gain  in  the<e  two  wards  of  150  per  ceac.  in  ten 
years.  So  that  if  the  anend  neuts  proposed  are 
inertly  a  more  equal  distribution  of  voters, 
they  are  not  of  much  importance  in  view 
of  the  changes  that  are  likely  to  take  place 
in  one  or  t*o  years.  Ward  5  might  have  verv  j'lst- 
Iv  complained  in  J865,  when  placed  on  ao  equality 
with  Waro  12,  although  the  latter  *ard  ha>  now 
about  three  titues  as  many  voters.  If  we  make  a 
comparison  wrb  the  suburbs,  thi.i  point  wilt  be 
even  more  marked.  Foi  instance,  the  city  prop- 
er, with  33,990  voters  in  1865,  increased  only  10,407 
votes  in  ten  vears,  or  thirty  percent.  Roxbury, 
Dorche«W,  West  Roxbu'V,  Brighton  and  Charles- 
town,  with  only  13,588  vofrs  in  1865,  increased  10,- 
835  vote--  m  ten  vears,  or  eighty  per  cent.  Again, 
the  increase  of  voters  in— 

Gain.       Per  cent. 

Ward  1  to  6,  inclusive 1,940  10 

Ward  7  to  12,  inclusive 8,461  51 

Ward  1  to  1?,  inclusive 10,407  30 

Roxbury-Wards  13,14,15 4.640  103 

Dorchester- Ward  16  1,578  84 

West  Roxbury— Ward  17 1,532  150 

Brighton— Ward  19 757  115 

Charlestown-Wards  20,  21.  22 2,328  41 

Roxbury  and  West  Roxbury 5,474  113 

These  facts  show  that  a  few  votes  more  or  less , 
as  abasi3now,  will  be  reversed  in  a  very  short 
time.  All  the  olans  of  division  proposed  overlook 
the  probabl»  iocrease  of  voters,  and  this  it  ap- 
pears to  me  ought  to  have  been  oonsidsi°>d  by  the 
committee.  In  the  division  in  1865  this  matter 
was  evidently  provided  for,  as  in  that  division 
Wards  9  to  12  mculsive  cootained  an  average 
of  only  2434  voters,  while  Wards  1  to  5 
inclusive  contained  an  average  of  3172 
voters,  while  now  the  average  of  Wards  9  to 
12  is  4299  voters,  and  the  average  of  Wards  1  to  5, 
inclusive.  3424  voteis,  showing  that  the  lowest 
wards  by  toe  division  of  1865  aad  more  than 
caught  uo  with  the  largest  wards  in  1875,  and 
proves  the  wisdom  of  this  division.  Starting  on 
the  basis  now  oroposeo,  the  wards  that  are  noif 
increasing  at  the  rate  of  100  to  150  per  ceot.  will, 
in  a  few  years,  far  exceed  in  voters  the  wards  ia 
the  city  proper.  If  we  turi  to  population,  the  in- 
crease in  the  citv  pioper  has  been  31,845, 
while  the  increase  in  tha  suburtn  has  been 
41,442  and  if  we  consider  the  basis  of 
voters  or  population,  now  and  prospective,  all  the 
plans  proposed  are  at  fao.lt,  ana  win  soon  be  re- 
versed by  the  changes  tbat  are  going  on.  Look- 
ing at  the  mattsr  in  this  light,  t he  report  of  the 
committee  has  not  been  improved  by  the  amend- 
ments, and  if  we  consider  only  an  equal  lepre- 
sentatioo  now,  all  the  proposed  plaos  will  be  veiy 
unequal  in  the  course  of  a  few  vears. 

The  following  table  sbows  the  changes  in  voters 
in  ten  years  in  the  twelve  original  and  nine  aa- 

jiexeci  wards.^&^rjtfHTTP  . 

a^m^sr^m                             1865.  1875.  Gam.  Loss. 

Wards  1  to  12,  inclusive 33,990  44.397  12,353  1,946 

Wards  13, 14,  15  (Roxbury) 4,483  9,1 '3  4,640  .... 

Ward   16  (Dorchester)... 1,860  3,438  1,578  .... 

Ward  17  (West  Boxbury) 991  2,523  1,532  .... 

Ward   19(Brighton)..... 658  1.415  757  .... 

Wards  20, 21,22  (Charlestown)..  5,596  7,924  2,328     

Totai 47,578    68,820    23,188    1.946 


Population. 

Table  showing  percectage  of  gain  in  population 
in  old  Boston  and  annexed  territory : 

Section.  1865.  1875.  Gain.      Percent 

boston 192,318       224,163         31,845  16 

Roxbury 28,426         50.429         22,003  77 

Charlestown 26,399         33,550  7,151  27 

Dorchester 10.717         15,788  5,071  47 

W.  Koxbury 6,912         11,783  4,871  70 

Brighton 3,854  6,200  2,346  60 

With  tbe?e  facts  before  us,  would  it  not  be  well 
to  recommit  the  whole  matter?  Ttere  is  evi- 
dently great  dissatisfaction  •vith  all  the  plans  pi o- 
posed,  and  it  may  not  be  possible  to  satisfy  all; 
but  if  the  committee  reconsiuered  their  t  Ian,  with 
all  the  objections  that  ic  has  met  with,  f  believe 
they  might  arra  ge  rhe  different  wards  so  as  to 
give  more  general  satisfaction. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  hardly  think  we  should 
mate  much  headway  if  we  recommit  this  matter 
to  the  committee,  wh 3  undoubtedly  did  their  work 
as  well  as  they  coul  J,  and  have  givea  us  a,  good 
plan  to  wot  Ir  upou  and  ameiid.  Ia  regard 
to  the  statistics  of  the  increase  and  de- 
crease in  certaiu  wards,  I  understand  — 
in  fact  the  committee's  report  explicitly 
states  it — that  the  terms  of  the  statute  were  such 
that  thev  were  aot  to  consider  th^,  increase  and 
riesr^ase  of  the  wards.  The  authority  given  them 
was  to— 

— "cause  a  new  division  of  the  city  to  be 
made  into  twenty-four  wards,  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  include  au  equal  number  of  voters  in  each 
ward,  as  near  as  may  be,  consistently  with  the 
well-defined  limits  of  each  ward." 

I  have  no  doubt  ihat  in  ten  years  there  will  be 
as  great  disparity  of  numbers  in  the  wards  as 
now.  Ward 5,  for  instance,  has  decreased  100  per 
cent.,aol  though  not  represented  here,  is  very 
strongly  lepresented  in  the  other  branch.  But 
the  main  question  13  ou  the  plans  for  W  tiros  3  to 
9  inclusive.  lam  cot  prepared  Jto  criticise  the 
ame  ded  plan  which  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee has  submitted.  By  submitting  that  plan  . 
he  acknowledges  that  the  report  can  be  amended 
tor  its  benefit.  I  believe  that  a  critical  examin- 
ation of  the  two  plans  will  show  that 
the  lines  upon  the  plan  I  propose  ate  more  regu- 
lar than  those  on  his  plan  as  amended,  and  I 
think  there  is  more  nearly  an  approximate  equal- 
ity of  voters.  Bis  plan  now  bafore  us  is  compara- 
tively new,  and  has  not  been  examined  by  those 
interested,  aod  has  not  received  the  indorsement 
of  the  press.  With  due  regard  for  the  committee, 
I  feel  that  the  plan  suggested  here  last  Wednes- 
day has  merits  which  have  given  more  general 
satisfaction  than  the  one  submitted  co  the  com-  ' 
mittee,  and  I  hope  the  amendment  will  pievail. 

Alderman  Steb Pins— When  the  plan  was  sub- 
mitted at  our  last  mp&ting  by  tne  Alderman  from 
Ward  9, 1  was  favorably  impressed  with  tbe  lines 
marked  out  and  with  the  number  of  voters  for 
each  ward.  One  serious  objection  I  bad  to  the 
committee's  plan  was  in  connection  with  the 
Assessors'  Department,  with  which  I  am  connect- 
ed; but.  that  is  removed  toy  the  amendment  which 
the  chairman  has  offered.  In  view  of  the  fact 
that  tais  matter  snould  be  settled,  aod  that  the 
Registrars  mav  prepare  toe  voting  lists,  I  shall 
vote  for  the  plan  submitted  by  the  commit- 
tee, vrith  the  amendments  of  the  chairman, 
thinking  it  will  give  as  good  satisfaction 
to  the  people  of  Boston  as  any  plan  that  could 
be  submitted.  If  the  City  Council  bad  tnree  or 
four  months  to  work  upon  it  I  think  a  better  de- 
cision could  be  made.  I  thiol' tie  amendments 
of  the  Aide  men  from  Wards  4  »nd  12  will  tend  to 
harmonize  the  differences  and  I  hope  they  will  be 
adopted. 

Alderman  Power  Wbea  tbis  matter  first  ca-ue 
up,  the  only  lines  I  desired  to  change  w-re  those 
in  regard  to  Ward  6,  where  the  neople  have 
always  been  it)  favor  ot  good  government,  a  ad  I 
tbink  they  very  justly  complained  that  some  in- 
justice hai  been  cone  them.  As  the  committee 
have  reported  an  amendment  that  I  thine  will 
give  satisfaction,  I  .-hall  vote  for  the  amended 
plan  of  the  committer,  with  the  amendment  I 
offer,  which  I  understand  is  acceptable  to  the 
committee. 

The  amendment  of  Alderman  Prescott  was  re- 
jected—yeas 4,  nays  8: 

Teas — Aldeimen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Pope,  Pres- 
cott—4. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bunage,  Harris,  O'Brien,  Pow- 
er, Quincv,  Stebbins,  Viles,  Worthington — 8. 

The  wards  that  bad  not  been  acted  upon  were 
taken  up  seriatim,  and  the  action  and  result  on 
each  are  appended,  tbe  italics  indicating  the 
changes: 
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Ward  Three. 

Alderman  Power's  amendment ^as  adopted,  and 
the  ware  as  amended  was  passed  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  the  water  at  the  nra,w  on  Charles- 
River  Bridge;  thence  along  and  mcludiDg  said 
bridge  to  Pi mce  street;  thence  bv  the  middle  of 
Pri.  ce  street  to  Salem  street;  thence  by  the  mid- 
dle of  Salem  street  to  Hanover  street;  tnence  by 
the  middle  >f  Hanover  street  to  Blackstone 
■Street ;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Blackstone  street  to 
Worth  street ;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Worth  street 
to  Dock  square;  thence  across  Dock  square  to 
Devonshire  street,  thence  through  the  middle  of 
Devonshire  street  to  Milk  stieet;  thence  through 
the  middle  of  Milk  stre-t  to  Inoia  street;  thence 
across  India  street  to  the  line  dividing  the  former 
Central  wharf  from  the  former  India  wharf; 
thence  aloog  said  line  of  division  to  the  water; 
thence  by  the  watei  fioiit  to  the  point  of  begin- 
ning. 

Ward   Four. 

Aloeiman  Powei's  amendment  was  adopted, 
and  the  ward  as  amended  passed  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  the  water  at  the  southerly  end 
of  Charles-River  Bridge ;  thence  by  the  midcle 
of  Piince  street  to  Salem  street;  thence  by  the 
middle  of  Salem  street  to  Hanover  street ;  thence 
by  the  middle  of  Hanover  street  to  Blackstone 
street ;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Blackstone  street  to 
North  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  North  street 
to  Docfc  square;  thence  acros«  Dock  square  to 
Devonshire  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of 
Devonshire  street  to  State  street,  northerly  fork; 
thence  by  the  middle  of  said  northerly  fork  of 
State  street  to  Court  street;  thence  by  the  middle 
of  Court  street  to  Howard  street;  thence  by  the 
midole  of  Howard  st  eet  to  Bulflnch street ;  thence 
by  the  middle  of  Bulflnch  street  to  Bowdoin 
square;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Bowdoin  square 
to  Cambridge  street ;  thence  by  the  middle  of 
Cambridge  street  to  Lynde  street ;  thence  by  the 
middle  of  Lynde  street  to  Leverett  street; 
thence  by  the  middle  of  Leverett  street 
to  Causeway  street;  thence  by  the  mid- 
dle of  Causeway  street  to  Beverly  street; 
thence  by  the  middle  of  Beverly  stieet  to 
Warren  Bridge ;  thence  by  and  including  the  said 
Warren  Bridge  to  the  water  at  the  draw  thereon; 
thence  by  the  water  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

Ward  Five. 
Adopted,  in   coicunence,   as  leported  by  the 
committee. 

Ward,  Six. 

Alderman  Quincv  offered  the  following: 

Strike  out  beginning  at  the  words  "Hancock 
street"  in  the  sixth  line  and  ending  with  the 
words  "Mt.  Vernon  street"  in  the  eighth  line; 
and  insert  as  folio  vs:  "Joy  street;  thence  by  the 
middle  of  Joy  street  to  Beacon  street;  thence  by 
the  middle  of  Beacon  street  to  Otter  street;  thence 
by  the  middle  of  Otter  street." 

Ao opted  and  the -ward  passed  as  amended  as 
follows: 

Beginning  at  the  water  i>t  the  line  betweeD  Tay- 
lor's wharf  and  the  Hospital  ^barf ;  thence  by  said 
line  across  North  Charles  street  to  Allen  street; 
thence  by  the  middle  ot  Allen  street  to  Blossom 
street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Blossom  street  to 
Cambridge  street ;  thence  by  the  midole  ot  Cam- 
bridge street  to  Joy  street;  thence  by  the  middle 
of  Joy  street  to  Beacon  street;  thence  by  the  mid- 
dle of  Beacon  street  to  Otter  street ;  thence  by  the 
middle  of  Otter  street  to  the  water ;  thence  by  the 
water  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

Ward  Seven. 

Alderman  Quincy  offered  the  followiug: 

Strike  out,  beginning  with  the  second  line  and 
endirg  with  the  words,  "Hancocb  street,"  in  the 
third  and  fourth  lines,  and  insert  as  follows: 
"Otter  street;  rhence  by  the  middle  of  Otter 
street  to  Beacon  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of 
Beacon  street,  to  Joy  street ;  thence  by  the  middle 
of  Joy  street." 

Adopted,  and  the  wa.-d  pas°ed  as  amended  as 
follows : 

Beginning  at  the  junction  of  Arlington  and  Bea- 
con streets ;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Beacon  street 
to  Joy  street ;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Joy  street 
to  Cambridge  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of 
Cambridge  street  to  Bowdoin  9quare ;  thence  by 
the  middle  of  Bowdoin  square  to  Bulflnch  street; 
thence  by  the  middl*  of  Bulflnch  street  to  Howard 
street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Howard  stre?t  to 
Coutt  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Court  street 
to  the  rortherlyfork   of   State   street;  thence  by 


the  middle  of  said  northerly  fork  of  State 
street  to  Devonshire  street;  thee  ce  by  the  mid- 
dle of  Devonshire  street  to  Lincoln  street; 
thence  by  the  middle  of  Lincoln  street  to 
Beach  street;  thence  by  the  midnle  of  Beach 
street  to  Hue  son  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of 
Hudson  street  to  Kne.-laod  street;  thence  by  the 
middle  of  Kneeland  street  to  Eliot  street;  thence 
by  the  miadls  of  Eliot  street  to  r>emoot  nreet; 
thence  by  the  middle  nf  Tremont  street  to  Boyls- 
ton  street;  thejee  by  th«  middle  of  Boylston 
street  to  Arlington  street;  theoce  bv  the  middle 
of  Arlington  street  to  Beacon  street;  thence  by 
the  middle  of  Arlington  street  to  Beacon  street, 
the  point  of  beginning. 

Ward  Fight. 

AJderoaau  Prescott— If  we  concur  in  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Council,  it  will  'eave  Ward  8  with  2762 
voters  and  give  Waro  15  3106,  a  "urplus  of  344.  It 
seems  to  me  that  that  is  a  larger  surplus  than  we 
should  make.  The  plan  I  recommended  at  the 
last  meeting  runs  the  line  from  Columbus  avenue 
up  to  West  Chester  park,  and  will  make  a  much 
more  even  oivision  ot  tne  number  of  voters. 

Alderman  Burrage— What  is  the  number  of 
voters  in  the  new  ward  as  caused  bv  the  Common 
Counci'  ? 

Alderman  Prescott— By  the  priateo  slip  on  our 
desks  the  ame  ded  ward  has  2936.  That  includes 
127  votes  between  West  Newton  street,  West 
Chester  park,  Columbus  avenue  and  the  Provi- 
dence Railroad.  Taking  out  that  number  leaves 
2762  voters  in  Ward  8,  wheteas  Ward  15  has  2999 
voters.  Placing  these  127  io  Ward  15  gives  it  3126, 
or  364  more  than  in  Ward  8. 

Alderman  Burrage— That  was  offset  on  Law- 
rence street. 

Alderman  Prescott— Not  on  Ward  15. 

Alderman  Burrage— It  is  apparent  chat  if  chere 
is  any  discrimination  it  should  be  in  favor  of 
Ward  8,  which  will  increase  more  in  the  future. 
There  probably  ■vill  be  fifty  per  cent,  more  voters 
in  Ward  8  than  oow;  whereas  Ward  15  woulo  in- 
crease very  slightly. 

Aldermao.  Prescott — I  think  the  gentleman  is 
wrong  in  his  figures.  Toere  is  some  vacant  land 
on  the  Back  Bay,  but  it  cannot  cause  that  great 
increase.  If  we  are  going  to  speak  of  increase,  let 
us  go  to  West  Roxbury  and  Brighton.  Gentlemen 
will  bear  in  mind  that  basiDess  is  pushing  up  to 
the  South  End,  where  dwelling  houses  are  being 
changed  into  stores. 

A  motion  by  Alderman  Prescott  to  add  ty 
Ward  8  theteriitorv  between  West  Newton  street, 
WestChester  par lr  and  the  Providence  Railroad 
was,  after  a  brief  discussion  and  explanation, 
lost— 4  for,  6  against. 

Ward  8  as  amended  by  the  Council  was  then, 
passed  in  concurrence. 

Ward  Nine. 

Passed  in  concurrence,  as  repotted  by  the  com- 
mittee. 

Wards  10,  11,  12,13  and  14  were  passed  in  con- 
currence at  the  pievious  meeting. 

Ward  Fifteen. 

Alderman  Worthington's  amendment  to  change 
the  line  from  the  cm  re  of  the  Roxbury  Canal 
was  adopted,  after  an  explanation  by  Alderman 
Woithington,  ana  passed  in  concurrence  with  the 
Council's  amendment,  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  the  water  at  the  northeast  line  of 
ihe  before-named  paviDg  depot  belonging  to  the 
city;  thence  along  said  line  to  Albany  street; 
thence  across  Albany  street  to  East  Brookline 
street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  East  Brookline 
and  Bioofcline  streets  to  Warren  avenue;  thence 
by  the  middle  of  Warren  avenue  to  the  junction 
of  Columbus  avenue  and  West  Newton  street; 
thence  by  the  middle  of  West  Newton  street  to 
the  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad;  thence  by  the 
line  of  the  southeasterly  side  of  the  Bos- 
ton &  Providence  Railroad  to  Camden  street; 
thence  by  the  middle  of  Camoen  street  to 
Washington  street;  thence  by  the  middle 
of  Washington  street  to  Lenox  street  ex- 
tended; thence  by  the  middle  of  Lenox  street) 
or  the  extension  thereof,  to  Fellows  street;  thence 
by  the  middle  of  Fellow  street  to  Northampton 
street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Northampton 
street  to  Albany  street ;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Al- 
bany street  to  the  Roxburv  Canal;  thence  by  the 
middle  of  the  Roxbuiy  Canal  to  the  line  across 
South  Bay,  forming  part  of  the  southwesteily 
boundary  of  Ward  14;  thencs  by  said  line  to  the 
point  of  beginniug. 
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Ward  Sixteen. 

Alderman  Power's  amendment  was  adopted,  and 
the   ward  as  amended  was  passed  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  the  crossiog  of  Camden  street  and 
the  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad ;  thence  by  tue 
northwesterly  'in»  ot  said  railroad  to  Tremont 
street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Tremont  street  to 
Pynchon  street ;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Pynchon 
street  to  Roxhury  street;  thence  hy  the  middle  of 
Roxbuiy  street  to  Washington  street;  tuence  by 
the.  midcle  of  Washington  street  to  Camden 
street;  tberce  bv  the  middle  of  Camden  street  to 
the  point  of  begirning. 

Ward  Seventeen. 

Alderman  Worthington  offered  an  amendment 
to  conform  to  the  una  of  Ward  15,  which  was 
adopted,  and  the  ward  passed  as  aniendec,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Beginning  at  a  poirjt  on  the  before  de- 
sctioed  liae  of  Ward  14  (across  South  Biy  from 
the  paving  depot  to  the  New  York  &  New  Eng- 
land Railroad),  at  its  intersection  with  the  line  of 
Roxbury  Canal ;  thence  by  the  middle  of  the  Rox- 
hury Canal  to  Albany  street;  thence  by  the  middle 
of  Northampton  street  t-o  Fellcws  street;  thence  by 
the  middle  of  Fellows  street  to  Lenox  street  or  the 
extension  tbeteof ;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Lenox 
street  or  the  extension  thereof  to  Washington 
street;  thence  oy  the  middle  of  Washington  street 
to  Warren  street:  thence  by  the  middle  of 
Warren  street  to  Dudley  street ;  thence  by  the 
middle  of  Dudley  street toGrenvillestreet;  theoce 
by  the  otiddie  of  Grenville  street  to  Winthrop 
street;  thece  by  the  middle  of  Winthrop  street 
to  Blue  Hill  avenue ;  ttience  by  the  middle  of  Blue 
Hill  avenue  to  Quir  cy  street ;  theocs  by  the  mid- 
dle of  Qui  ocy  street  to  Colombia  street:  thence 
by  the  middle  of  Columbia,  Boston  and  Dorcnes- 
ter  streets  to  Willow  court;  thence  by  the  middle 
of  Willow  court  and  tne  liae  thereof  extended  to 
the  westerly  side  of  the  New  York  &  New  England 
Railroad;  thence  by  the  water  along  the  westerly 
side  of  said  railroad  to  the  libe  across  South  Bay 
before  described  as  a  boundary  of  Ward  14;  thence 
by  said  line  to  toe  point  of  beginning. 

Ward  Eighteen. 

Alderman  Power's  amendments  were  adopted. 

Alderman  Worthing' on  moved  to  strike  out  in 
the  fourth  line,  "thence  by  the  middle  of 
Centre  street  to  Highland  street  to  Marcella 
street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Marcella 
street  to,"  and  insert,  "crossing  Centre 
street  to  the  junction  of  Amory  street;  taence 
by  the  middle  of  Amory  stre°t  to  Codman  avenue, 
and  thence  by  the  middle  of  Codman  avenue." 
He  explained  that  it  would  allow  200  residents  in 
the  vieinitr  of  the  Marcella-streot  Hospital  to 
vote  at  che  Highlands  instead  of  having  to  go  co 
West  Roxbury. 

The  ameodment  was  adopted,  and  the  ward 
passed  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  a  point  on  the  northwest  =ide  of 
the  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad,  at  the  crossing 
of  Tremont  street ;  thence  by  the  northwesterly 
line  of  said  lailroad  to  the  crossing  with  Centre 
street  at  its  junction  with  Amory  street; 
thence  by  the  middle  of  Amory  street  to  Cod- 
man avenue;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Cod- 
man avenue  to  Washington  street;  thence 
by  the  middle  of  Washington  street  to  Egles- 
ton  square;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Egleston 
square  to  Sea ver  street;  ttience  by  the  middle  of 
Seaver  street  to  Blue  Hiil  averue;  thence  by  the 
middle  of  Blue  Hill  avenue  to  Winthrop  street; 
thence  by  the  m'ddla  of  Winthrop  street  to  G-ren- 
ville  street;  thence  by  the  middle  ot  Grenyille 
street  to  Dudley  street ;  thence  by  the  middle  of 
Dudley  street  to  Warren  street;  thence  bv  the 
middle  of  Warren  street  to  Washington  street; 
thence  by  the  middleof  Washinsroa  street  to  Rox- 
bury street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Roxbury 
street  to  Pynchon  street ;  thence  by  the  middle  of 
Pynchon  street  to  Tremont  street ;  thence  across 
Tremont  street  and  the  Boston  &  Providence  Rail- 
road, to  the  point  of  beginning. 

Ward  Nineteen. 

Alderman  Quincy's  amendment  was  adopted, 
and  the  ward  passed  ac  follows  : 

Beginning  at  the  water  on  Cn  r'es  River  it  a 
point  opposite  the  end  of  West  Chester  park; 
thence  b;'  the  middle  of  West  Chester  park  to  the 
noithwesterlv  =u?e  of  the  Boston  &  Provideuce 
Railroad;  ttience  by  the  Eortb  westerly  line  of 
said  railroad  to  its  crossiog  with  Centre  street; 
thence  by  toe  middle  of  Centre  and  Perkins  streets 


to  Pond  avenue;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Pond 
avenue  and  Chestnut  street  to  the  boundary  be- 
tween Boston  ai-d  B'OOkline;  thence  northerly, 
then  wescerly,  a'  d  then  southerly  bv  said  bouuda- 
ry  line  to  the  bounoarv  of  Newton,  near  the  Chest- 
nut Hill  Reservoir;  thence  by  toe  boundary  be- 
tween Newton  and  that  part  of  Boston  formerly 
called  Brighton  to  Charles  River;  thencs  by  the 
water  to  the  point  of  begiomng. 

Ward  Twenty. 
Alderman  Quincy's  ameudment  (a->  he  corrected 
it  fro  en  the  printed   copy,   which    was   in    enor) 
was  aiopteo. 

Alderman  Worthington  offered  an  amendment 
to  mate  the  line  conform  to  Ward  18  as  » mended, 
by  *trikii?g  out  "thence  by  the  middle  ot  Perkins 
and  Centre  streets  to  Amory  street;  thence  by  che 
middle  of  Amory  street  to  Highland  street;  thence 
bv  the  mildle'of  Highland  street  to  Marcella 
street;  thence  bv  the  middle  of  Marcella  stteet 
to;"  and  insert  "thence  by  the  middle  of  Centre 
street  to  Am  oy  street;  thtnce  bv  the  middle  of 
Amory  street  to  Codman  avenue;  thence  by  the 
centre  of  Codman  avenue  to". 
The  vard,  as  amenoed,  was  passed  as  follows; 
Beginniu-j:  ar  the  boundaiy  line  between  Bos- 
ton and  Brooklioe  at  the  crossing  with  Pond 
street;  thence  bv  the  middle  of  Pond  street  to 
Perkins  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Perkins 
and  Centre  streets  to  the  junction  with  Amory 
street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Amory  street  to 
Codman  avenue;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Codman 
avenue  to  Washington  street;  thence  by  the  mid- 
dle of  Washington  street  to  Egleston  square; 
thence  by  the  middle  of  Egleston  square  and 
Seaver  street  to  Blue  Hill  avenue;  thence  by  the 
middle  of  Blue  Hill  avenue  to  Back  street ;  thence 
by  the  middle  of  Back  street  to  the  boundary  line 
betweeu  Boston  and  Hyde  Park;  thence  by  the 
boundary  lines  between  that  patt  of  Boston  for- 
merly called  West  Roxbury  and  the  adjacent 
towns,  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

[Waids  21,  22,  23  and  24  were  adopted  at  tae 
last  meeting.] 

The  Numbers  of  the  Wards. 
The  amendment    of    Alderman    Burrage    was 
adopted  as  follows : 

Change  the  numbers  of  the  folio  ving  wards  so 
as  to  read  as  follows : 

Change  Ward  23  to  Ward  3.  Ward  24to  Ward  4. 
Ward  22  to  Ward  5.  Ward  3  to  Ward  6. 
Ward  4  to  Ward  7.  Ward  5  to  W*rd  8. 
Ward  6  to  Ward  9.  Ward  7toWardlO. 
Ward  8  to  Ward  11 .  Ward  9  to  Ward  12. 
Ward  10  to  Ward  13.  Ward  11  to  Ward  14. 
Ward  12  to  Watd  15.  Ward  13 to  Ward  16. 
Ward  14  to  Ward  17.  Ward  15  to  Ward  18. 
Ward  16  to  Ward  19.  Ward  17  to  Ward  20. 
Waid  18  to  Ward  21.  Ward  19  to  Ward  22. 
Ward  20  to  Ward  23.  Ward  21  to  Ward  24. 
The  ordinance  as  amended  was  ordered  priated 
and  sent  down. 

EXTRA  COURT  ROOM. 

Alderman  Prescott,  from  the  Committee  on 
County  Buildings,  submitted  che  folio  ving: 

Ordered,  That  the  ord<»r  passed  Aug.  31,  1875, 
and  approved  by  th^  Mayor  Sept.  1,  assigning 
rooms  in  the  Court  House  tor  the  trials  of  cases 
by  the  justices  ot  the  Superior  Court  without 
juries,  also  accommodations  in  the  same  building 
for  the  law  reporters  of  tbe  Supreme  Court,  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  rescinded;  the  accomoda- 
tions furnished  not  being  satisfactory  to  the  jus- 
tices of  said  Superior  Court. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Countv  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  hire  for  a  term  of  two  years 
the  two  rooms  on  the  second  story  of  building 
numbered  39  Court  street,  formerly  occupied  by 
the  Manufacturers'  Insurance  Company,  at  an  ex- 
pense not  exceeding  the  sum  of  $2600  per  annum, 
the  same  to  be  in  full  payment  yearly  for  all  pur- 
poses of  saia  rooms  as  a  courr  room  for  the  trials 
by  justices  of  the  Saoerior  Court  without  juries; 
the  expense  to  b «  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  the  County  of  Suffolk. 

Alderman  Harris — How  often  does  this  court 
bold  its  sessions? 

Alderman  Prescott— It,  is  a  new  court  establish- 
ed by  the  Ia9t  Legislature  for  tae  trial  of  oases 
without  juries.  The  Chief  Justice  suggested  the 
rooms  named  in  tne  court  house  on  the  lower 
.floor  now  occupied  by  the  reporter  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  an  order  was  passed  to  that  effect. 
When  the  Chief  Justice,  who  was  absent,  re- 
turned, he  decided  that  the  rooms  were  unfit,  and 


NOVEMBER, 


1875 


609 


the  committee  were  obliged  to  look  outside  of  the 
court  bouse  for  rooms.  Although  this  seems  a 
large  sum  for  rent,  the  committee  were  not  able 
to  do  better.  I  am  not  able  to  state  how  often  the 
court  will  be  in  session  ;  but  it  is  expected  tbat  it 
will  do  a  considerable  amount  of  business  now 
done  in  the  Superior  Court. 

Aldermaa  Burrage— What  is  the  size  of  the 
room  ? 

Alderman  Piescott — I  am  not  able' to  give  the 
dimensions  of  the  room.  It  is  in  the  building 
owned  by  Mr.  Minot,  directly  opposite  the  Court 
House.  The  room  extends  through  the  wbole 
building,  from  frorltto  rear. 

Alderman  Harris— Judging  from  tbe  discussiorj, 
economy  seems  to  be  the  order  of  tbe  day,  and  if 
tbis  court  is  to  hold  only  occasional  sessions,!  fail 
to  see  why  the  old  Councd  Chamber  in  the  Charles- 
town  District  could  not  be  availed  of  for  that  pur- 
pose. That  room  is  certainly  superior  to  this  in 
ventilation  and  access. 

Alderman  Power— 1  am  as  desirous  of  economy 
as  anybody,  and  I  should  have  asked  the  same 
question,  but  I  have  learned  tbat  we  have  nothing 
to  say  about  it;  if  we  had  I  should  oppose  this 
order.  The  court  have  a  right  to  go  and  select  a 
room,  and  we  have  nothing  to  do  but  give  them 
tbe  place  they  select.  If  we  had  the  right  to  dic- 
tate I  should  endeavor  to  save  tbis  money. 

Alderman  Prescott — If  rooms  are  not  provided 
satisfactory  to  the  court,  they  undoubtedly  would 
exercise  their  prerogative  of  selecting  such  rooms 
as  they  see  fit.  That  step  has  once  been  taken  by 
the  citj .  The  rooms  selected  are  satisfactory  to 
the  court,  1  am  sure,  I  do  not  think  tbe  rooms 
suggested  by    the   Alderman   from   Chailescown 


would  be  acceptable;  if  I  thought  they  would  I 
would  concur  in  the  suggestion. 

Aloerman  Harris— Has  it  been  proposed? 

Alderma"  Prescott— It  has  not.  I  ask  for  the 
secotd  reading  of  the  order  bscause  it  will  take 
all  tbe  time  between  new  and  the  10th  or  12th  of 
the  month,  when  the  court  comes  in,  to  fit  up  the 
rooms.  The  committee  were  not  able  to  see  why 
tne  rooms  first  proposed  were  not  satisfactory; 
but  they  were  not  satisfactory  to  the  Chief  Jus- 
tice, although  originally  recommeuded  by  nim. 

Alderman  Burrage—  Weie  the  rooms  designated 
by  the  court  before  asking  tbe  committee?  If 
they  were,  the  committee  would  be  at  a  disadvan- 
tage in  makme-  a  bargain. 

Alderman  Prescott— They  were  not  designated 
by  the  court  first.  The  committee  endeavored  co 
make  arrangements  in  the  buildiog,  but  found  it 
impossible.  The  next  step  was  to  select  rooms  in 
the  vicinity,  and  the  selection  is  entirely  satisfac- 
tory to  the  court.  The  rent  includes  all  the  extra 
expenses,  faxes,  janitor  and  heating.  The  budd- 
ing is  assessed  at  $200,000. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

ELECTION  RETtXRNS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  it  was  voted 
that  when  the  Board  adjourn  it  be  to  Thursday 
next,  at  one  o'clock  P,  M.,  to  receive  and  examine 
the  returns  of  the  election  tomorrow;  and  Alder- 
men Stebbins,  O'Brien  ana  Burrage  were  appoint- 
ed a  committee  to  receive  and  examine  said 
returns. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris,  the  Board 
adjourned. 
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Adjourned  regular  meeting  at  one  o'clock  P. 
M.,  Alderman  Clark,  chair  ran.  presiding. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Metropolitan 
Railroad  Company  to  bb  b^aro  in  relation  to  tvs 
removal  of  snow  torn  thei^  tracks. 

William  Reed  et  al..  tbat  edsjestones  andsile- 
wjlks  be  laid  on  Fourth  street  from  K  to  L  stieet. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  James  A.  Jones, 
for  leave  to  maintain  alanter    at  187  No; th  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Angus'  Schmidt,  for  leave  to  occucy  a 
new  wooden  stable  for  two  horses  on  Elm  wood 
street,  Ward  15. 

Thomas  McDermott,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooc'en  sable  for  two'  horses  on  Waireii  street, 
"Ward  19. 

Sophia  Elizaoeth  Willis,  for  leave  to  occuoy  a 
new  woode  i  stable  for  two  cows  and  one  borse 
on  corner  of  Cedu-  and  Wa-.iiogton  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Silas  Potter  et 
al.,  for  gas  lights  m  Alaska  street. 

POLLING  PLACES. 

The  amended  order  appended  to  the  report  of 
Committee  on  Divisiou  o'  Ward;  for  a  petition  to 
the  Geneiai  Court  for  »uth  >rity  to  tstasush  such 
p  dling  placsin  tbe  different  wards  as  may  oe 
deemed  necessary  by  the  City  Council,  was  passed 
in  concurrence. 

PEBMIT  FOB  STABLE. 

Alderman  Worihington  submitted  a  report  fiom 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  th-j  pact  of  the  B  ard 
in  favor  of  the  granting  of  a  permit  to  Davia 
Hunt  to  occupy  brick  stable  lear  of  308  Beacon 
street.    Accepted. 

STONY  BKOOK  SEWER. 

Alderman  Han  is  offered  the  following; 

Ordered,  Thac  the  Supennceudent  of  Sewers  be 
hereby  oirectej  to  construct  a  new  culvert  for 
Stony  Brsok  in  Washington  sire  c,  at  Forest  Hills 
station,  acco-diug  to  the  provisions  of  the  Acts  of 
the  Geaeral  Court  ot  1874,  chapter  196. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

BRIDGES. 

Alderman  Powei  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  Th;t  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Messrs.  Knox  and  Angi-r,  for  services  as  draw 
tenders  of  the  Arsenal  Bridge,  between  Brighton 
and  Waertjwn.fiom  April  27, 1875,  to  Oct.  1,1875, 
the  sum  of  §93.50;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Brdges. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

THE  ELECTlO-V  RETURNS. 

Alderman  Stebbius  su'omtted  toe  following: 
The  comm  ttee  appoined  lo  examine  the  re- 
turns of  votes  cast  in  the  sevetal  wards  ot  this  city 
at  tbe  teceot  State  election,  have  attended  to 
that  duty  and  rsspeciful'v  report  that  ths 
lesuits  exhibited  by  the  returns  are  coirectlv  en- 
tered in  the  book  kept  for  t^at  purpose ;  and  they 
recommend  tnat  the  usual  certificates  thei-ofbe 
signed  and  transmitted  to  the  office  of  the  S  cre- 
taiy  of  the  Commonwealth.  In  accordance 
with  a  request  signed  in  the  usual  form 
hy  Charles  H.  Luacb  and  nine  other  citi- 
zens of  Ward  2,  and  filed  wifi  the  City  Clerk 
within  the  time  prescribed  by  law,  vour  com- 
mittee counted  the  original  ballots  ca«t  in  tbat 
ward  for  Governor  and  Senator,  ana  have  substi- 
tuted that  result  as  require)  oy  law  for  the  re- 
turns of  tne  ward  officers  in  the  record  ot  votes. 
The  diffsrence  between  the  official  returns  and 
the  count  ot  the  committee  is  exhibited  below : 
.  For  Governor. 

Ward  Committee's 

Returns.  Count. 

William  Gaston 1,415  1,379 

Alexander  H.  Rice 304  315 

John  I.  Baker 7  7 

Wendell  Phillips 4  5 

William  L.  Baker '. ...  2  1 

Charles  F.  Adams ..  1 

GeneralJackson ..  1 

and  there  were  eight  blanks,    making  the   wbols 
nuirber  of  bal'ot;  1717. 


For  Senator. 

Ward  Committee'^ 

Returns.  Count. 

Timot'iy  J.  Dacev 1,185  1,274 

Francis  B.  Hayes 419  427 

Hayes 1 

Briggs  Mann. ..:. 1 

Augustus  Kuss 1 

Michael  Burr 1 

And  there  wev  twelve  blanks,  maku  g  the 
wkule  number  of  oallot-t  1717. 

The  whole  number  of  names  checked  on  tbe 
voting  list  of  this  ware,  was  1703. 

Tbe  committee  have  received  applications 
through  tbs  City  Clek,  in  the  usual  forra,  for  the 
recount  of  the  original  ballots  cist  foi  represmta- 
tives  in  Watds  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  20  and  21.  They,  there- 
foie,  ask  for  further  tioje  in  which  to  ieport  on 
senators  and  representatives. 

Solomon  B.  Stebbins.  ) 
A.  O.  Bigelow.  [Committee. 

Hugh  O'Brien.  ) 

Accepted. 

UNPAID   LABORERS  ON   SEWERS. 

Alderman  Stebbins  piesented  the  petition  of 
Moses  Mu  phv  aud  21  otheis  for  an  iinm^r  iate 
he  ling  n  the  u.atterof  beioi  paid  for  seivice^ 
rendered  in  constructi  n  of  sewer  in  Boylstoa 
and  Highland  streets,  Ward  17. 

Alderman  St=bbins  statej  tbat  tbe  petition- 
ers wet  k  present,  an  J  on  his  motion  it  was  voted 
to  give  their  couusel,  Mr.  WQsc,  a  hearing. 

Mr.  West  said  Ohtirles  L.  O'Neii  was  awarded 
contracts  for  sewers  iu  Boylston  and  Highland 
streets,  and  the  petitioners  bad  worked  for  'in 
fiom  August  to  November.  O'Neii  had  drawn 
$3000  of  the  mon^y,  but  lie  has  paid  tie-*! 
scarcely  a  y  money,  their  wag-s  aggrega.i  g  $959, 
but  tiev  have  doi  received  a  cent,  and  they  are 
practically  paupers  od  tne  city,  and  sons  st  mat- 
ing theie  havs  not  tasted  food  lor  twenty-four 
hours.  Although  the  City  Solicitor  may  say  the 
citv  is  not  legally  iesponsibls  to  tlv-v  e  mon. 
still  tber-  is  a  strong  moral  ibligatioo  on 
the  city  to  lelieve  these  meu.  O'Neii  told 
tp-j  me  i  at  diffeiest  tiojes  that  ne  was 
responsiale  for  the  debts,  and  it  not,  the 
city  w  s.  The  work  was  visited  bv  the  city 
officers,  tbe  laiotei'3  wete  instructed  by  them 
and  «  ere  told  that  the  citv  would  pay  theo.  Mr. 
Wests^idhe  dad  trusted  the  city,  but  other  at- 
tachments bad  been  laid  beforehand,  wnich 
will  abso  d  tbi  whol-,  sum.  The  city  has 
bao  the  benefit  of  the  labor  of  these 
men,  and  though  he  did  not  visb  to 
reflect  on  toe  policy  of  giving  contracts 
to  the  lowest  bidder,  he  thought  the  city  sbouio 
not  say  they  h<d  the  s>  wer,  and  tne  men  can  look 
out  for  therns  'ves.  The  men  are  unable  top  o- 
cure  work,  and  immediate  a  ttton  is  nedssay; 
and  what  is  to  b  come  of  these  met-  durii  g  the 
thirty  day  '  legal  dei3y?  He  begges  the  Board  to 
consider  the  matter  of  their  rel  ef,  and  that 
something  wou  a  be  done  to  relieve  the  urgent 
needs  ot  these  meu. 

Alderman  Stebbins  moved  that  the  petition  be 
tefer-red  to  che  Committee  on  sgosers. 

Alder jaan  Power — I  doVt  know  that  I  object  to 
th=  reference;  but  still  I  can't  see  whar,  it  can 
acnciut  to.  Tnis  is  a  case  similar  to  one  we  had  a 
te«v  weeks  aio,  and  I  don't  see  how  it  is  possible 
to  avoid  such  things.  Ic  happens  once  in  awhile 
that  tbe  citv  gives  a  contract  to  a  per- 
son who  h'-is  some  dispute  with  those  who  woik 
for  hnu  as  to  their  pay,  or  he  maybe  oishonest, 
as  is  claimed  by  the  gentleman  reDresentmg  tbi< 
case,  and  may  have  intentionally  defrauded 
these  laborers  out  of  their  pay.  Tbe  Committee 
on  Sewers  have  done  wnat  I  suppose  every  other 
commiitee  has  done— let  out  the  contract  to  the 
lowest  biddc/ ;  and  sometimes  these  contracts  gen 
into  the  hands  of  unreliable  men.  We  cannot  teil 
tbat  the  men  are  dishonest  until  we  try  them  ;  but 
we  feel  it.  our  duty  to  award  tne  contra- 1  to  the  low- 
est bidder,  and  did  so  in  this  case.  1  have 
no  doubt  that  all  the  gentleman  says  <>f  this  case 
is  true;  still  I  carnot  see  what  the  city  sill  do  for 
the  men.  If  this  proposition  v.eie  entertained  tor 
a  moment  it  would  involve  a  piecedent  that  you 
can  readily  see  will  affect  the  liability  of  tl  e  city 
in  every  cootract  that  it  makes;  and  I  don't  see 
how  tbe  city  can  interfere  in  this  case.  Ttie  gen- 
tleman says  there  is  a  balance  in  the  na»ds  of  the 
city,  but  there  aie  previous  attachments,  and  he 
does  cot  expect  much  from  that  soutce.  I  can 
see  but  ore  thing  tnat  the  com  fritted  can  do 
if  it  is  referred  to  them,  ami  that  is 
to     false     the    same    action    that     was     teken 
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in  a  similar  matter  tbat  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving  a  few  weeks  ago.  Tne  sto.-yof 
Mi.  West,  is  undoubtedly  true,  and  art  i  the  •  xpe- 
rieice  we  have  had  with  Mr.  O'N-il,  we  wot.  Id  not 
awara  him  another  cntxact;  but.  up  to  thi^  time 
we  knew  nothing  against  IVlr.O'Neil,  believed  him 
to  be  a  reliable  man,  and  ne  beiog  the 
lowest  bidder,  ws  awarded  him  the  con- 
trace.  The  who  e  amoant  or  this  contract 
was  about  f5000,  and  the  difference  bet  wee  a 
his  bid  and  that  of  anothei  p-rson  of  undoubt- 
ed responsibility  was  about  $300.  The  geicie- 
roan  vho  has  spoken  says  the  cty  has  rec-ived 
the  benefit  of  these  laborers' work;  but  that  is 
not  so.  Mr.O'Neil  lias  undoubtei.y  received  the 
nenefi  of  the  r  woik,  because  he  Has  gut  his  pay 
trom  the  city,  which  agreed  to  pa\  a  certain 
amount  f  11  the  se«  e.  and  has  done  to.  The  com- 
mittee tegref  this  nac.erand  feel  a  gooJ  deal  of 
sympathy  for  Jie  lab"res:  but  this  pioposition 
would  stsuch  a  o  eoedent  t;atl  ca.ootseehow 
the  Government  can  ace  de  to  it. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  bav  no  doubt  the  Com- 
mittee c.i  Sewers  did  their  duty  i j  this  matter, 
and  I  do  not  >ee  d  >w  they'  can  possibly 
assist  these  poo>-  men  nittout  inteifering 
veiy  materially  with  their  contracts  iu  <>  hei 
ciuarters;  but  1  thi:k  the  committee  ought 
to  give  this  matter  full  consideration,  and 
in qui r-  into  all  the  t  cts.  It  appears  to  me  that 
suuie  clause  ought  to  b-  put  into  the  contracts 
that  would  pro'pet  the  rights  of  'lie^e  laborers 
aod^ecurr  to  them  the  w  ges  they  should  te- 
ceive.  The  tacts  thev  have  obtained  from  this 
case  mav  possibly  force  upon  tbem  the  necessity 
of  so  wotdina  futu  e  contrac  s  t'  at  the  righto  of 
these  men  will  be  ta»en  care  of.  I  hope  it  vs  ill  be 
referred  to  the  coojimttes  ana  that  they  will  g've, 
it  i  ue  consideration. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Sewers. 

Alderman  Stebbits  <  ffered  the  following. 

Ordered,  'Char  in  contracting  for  the  perform- 
ance of  work  for  the  city  of  Bi  son,  all  comm.fc- 
*eee,  boarcis  and  officers  sua)1.,  wherever  they 
deem  it  n  cessary  for  the  protection  of  the  per- 
sons employed  bv  the  party  offering  to  oo  the 
work,  require  said  party  to  giv-  boctis  for  the 
payment  of  said  snplo.ves,  and  -shall  provide  in 
the  r  ontt act  thj 1  a  portion  of  tha  money  payabl- 
by  tne  city  may  be  withheld  until  the  just  claims 
of  said  employes  a,-e  satisfied.  •  . 

•Alderman  Wor  hington  moved  tbat  it  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

Alderman  Stebbms—  I  don  t  know  why  it  should 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers  any 
mote  than  to  any  otner  committee  or  boars. 
It  is  intended  to  apply  to  all  boards,  com- 
mit ee<\  and  officers  making  contracts  for  labor 
to  the  city.  Had  there  been  such  a  clause  in  this 
contiact  these  narties  woul.'  r.ot  have  been  here 
asking  fids  Hoard  to  pi otact  them  in  their  rights. 
In  fact,  I  know  that  soae  of  the  committees  te- 
sire  that  succ  an  order  should  be  pa/sed,  that  they 
can  provide  in  the  contracts  th*r  the  men  shall  be 
paid.  Scarcely  a  contract  i-  advertised  that  offers 
we  notmadE  byii  responsible  parties,  and  thecom- 
.mttees  do  not  feel  that  they  nave  the  rignt  to 
refuse  the  io  '-'st  bid,  though,  at  the  sam±  time 
there  is  the  liability  tnat  toe  contractors  will  not 
pa-'  the  sorkmen.  Three  or  j°ur  cases  of  this 
kind  have  bc-eo  brought  to  the  atteotioo  of  the 
City  Council  within  fh°  oast  lew  fteeks,  but  the 
parties  can  obtain  no  lechess  heie,  because  the 
law  'ill  nit  help  them.  The  only  ti  i>  g  we  can 
do  is  to  provide  that  i  3  future  the  contracts  sh  11 
in  some  way  secure  the  lights  of  th  se  working 
men.  Of  cos  se  there  is  a  large  number  of  con- 
tractors to  «hom  this  order  would  not  a  -ply,  and 
t  om  whom  the  committee  would  not  require 
bonds;  but  there  is  a  great  number  of  irrespon- 
sible conDinctcrs,  such  as  ibn  one  Srought 
to  our  attention  today,  to  whom  tais  rtfle 
"ill  apply.  I  eao  see  no  harm,  in  the 
passage  of  the  order.  It  will  enable  com- 
mittees ro  say  to  irresponsible  teen,  "Youratu-t 
pivebo  d«  for  the  payment  of  the  wages  oF  t&ese 
workmen  ;"  and  if  they  don't  givi*  bonds,  no  fault 
can  be  found  wit1!  the  committee  taking  such  ac- 


tion.   It  wilt  enable  i  hem  to  do  justice  to  the  city, 
to  tne  contractors  and  to  the  laboring  men. 

Alderman  Worthmgton— As  I  was  husv  at  tne 
tims  the  order  was  read  I  oid  not  notice  chat  it 
applied  to  all  commit. ees  or  boards,  and  I  there- 
fore or  oved  that  ii  bereferrec  to  the  Committee 
on  Sewers.  I  therefore  move  to  refer  the  or- 
der to  the  Committee  ■  n  Ordinances,  1  do 
not  oppose  it;  I  think _  it  is  rignt,  but 
it  should  be  well  consid-red,  and  sbouid  not  be 
passed  without  reference  to  some  committee.  In 
many  cases  n  will  work  taoly,  aad  it  will  prove  a 
serious  inconvenience  where  there  is  no  neces- 
sity fori'.  I  think  that  the  Committee  en  Ordi- 
nances will  consider  this  matter  well,  at  d,  if  they 
d  em  it  expedient,  »ill  provid-  as  wdl  as  pos- 
sibl-  for  actual  cases  of  this  kino. 

Aldeunan  Stebbins— Tb«  order  leaves  it  to  the 
discretion  of  ih^  boaros  and  committees  wnether 
the  rule  sbsl  be  applied  or  not,  and  it  does  not 
apply  to  all  contracts.  I  do  not  see  any  necessity 
lor  ths  ref  rence.  That  committee  have  a  large 
amount  of  unfinished  business  before  them,  and 
we  mav  not.  get  a  report  this  year. 

Alderman  Wo'thington— I  have  no  doubt  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  have  time  to  consider 
it,  and  that  they  will  leport  promotly  at  the  next 
mee ting,  if  it  is  accessary;  but  I  cannot  conceive 
of  any  reason  why  it  should  be  foiceo  through  at 
this  time,  as  ihere  are  no  contracts  to  be  made 
oow.  If  there  are  any  cootracts  to  fee  made,  the 
committees  who  are  listening  to  this  debate  will 
provide  aaain  t  sucn  emergencies. 

Aioermau  Powe.—  I  think  that  gentlemen  in 
this  Goveicnent  ought  to  transact  the  city's 
business  as  tney  do  their  own,  which  the  pas- 
sage of  ibis  order  would  prevent.  This  case 
and  one  or  two  others  are  all  that  hnve 
'Mime  up  within  two  or  three  years.  The 
passage  of  *be  order  will  not  benefit  rbe 
suffeiers  here,  and  it  will  to  the  city 
gi>at  harm  in  ooxking  small  contracts,  though  it 
wil'  b-»  well  enough  iu  large  contracts.  I  think  it 
ss  tne  universal  practice  to  require  bonds  of  suc- 
c.ssfui  bidders  for  large  contracts;  but  if  we 
should  exact  borjds  iu  every  case,  it  would 
cause  a  serious  Joss  to  the  city.  It  would 
prevent  the  giving  of  small  c'<  otracts  to 
many  worthy  persons,  in  other  words  iv 
would  prevent  a  poor  man  from  becom- 
ing rich.  It  arpeais  nat  this  caa'A  was  dis- 
horest  a<  a  unfair:  but  I  take  it  thai,  most  of 
this**  people  who  begin  life  do  so  with  good,  hon- 
est intentions;  and  if  we  are  compelled  to  exact 
bonds  from  very  pool  but  honest  m>.n 
who  come j  here,  it  will  pievmt  aiybody 
from  beginning  this  busme-y,  the  work  must  all 
go  into  the  hacdo  of  capitalists  and  it  wil'  prevent 
men  of  moderate  we^iis  from  doing  anything,  Oo 
the  waole,  as  the  rule  stands  today,  it  is  r  ood.  It 
appear*  to  rus  that  it  is  a  very  simple  thing  for  a 
laborer  io  find  uut  who  the  man  is  before  be  goes 
to  work  for  bun.  I  am  aware  chat  in  these 
times,  where  opportunities  for  vork  are 
scarce,  in  their  anxiety  io  get  emnloyment,  men 
lake  these  chances  and  sometimes  suffer;  but  in 
uoy  four  veara'  experience  here,  only  three  or  four 
such  cases  have  occurred.  The  passage  of  such 
an  order  as  this  « ould  ba  much  more  >e- 
ivous  to  Diior  aen  than  tha  existing  state  of 
thmas.  The  Counmittee  on  Sew^ts  l:t  out  con- 
tracts to  men  who  are  not  worth  any  money  at  all, 
and  yet  they_pprt'orm  the  contracts,  and  seem  to 
be  getting  a  little  aheai,  ami  th"y  pay  their  work- 
men all  alo  g.  In  due  time  they  will  ba  able  to 
give  bonds,  bu  t  if  we  had  exacted  the  bonds  at  tbe 
beginning,  they  never  would  have  had  a  begin- 
ning. 1  have  no  ohieciiou  to  the  reference,  as  I 
think  tee  Committee"  on  Oiduances,  in  their  wis- 
dom, will  deal  with  thesuoject  according  to  tbe 
best  inteiest  of  the  city. 

Alderman  Stebbins  moved  to  amend  the  motion 
so  tbat  the  order  srioulo  be  referred  to  tbe  Coin- 
miitee  on  Orwnancs,  with  instruction  s  to  report 
b.ick  at  tbe  next  meeting  of  this  Board,  which 
Alderman  Wortliington  accepted. 

the  motion  as  anicn.-'cd  prevailed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Wcuthiugton  the  Beard 
adjourned. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

NOVEMBER   4,    1875. 


Regular  meeting  at  half-past  seven  o'clock  P. 
M.,  Halsey  J.  Boardman,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Quarterly  report  of  City  R<  gistrar.  Placed  on 
Die. 

Petitions,  eic.    R?ieired  io  concurrence. 

Reference  to  Committee  on  Finance  of  an  order 
to  appropuate  $10,000  tor  gradine,  ourbing  aDd 
fei  ciog  the  squaie  on  Commonwealth  avenue,  be- 
tween Fairfie'd  ano  Gloucester  street?.  Con- 
curred. 

Reference  to  Aldermen  Pto;cott  and  Power, 
with  such  as  the  Common  Council  may  join,  of 
the  resigoation  of  James  M.  Bngbee  as  Clerk  of 
Committee.*.  Concurred,  and  Messrs.  Willcutt  of 
Ward  17,  Harriean  of  Ward  1,  and  Damou  of  Ward 
12  were  aupoiutsd  oi  said  committee. 

Order  to/  the  Mayor  to  petition  the  General 
Court  tor  an  act  to  nefine  the  limits  of  the  harbor 
so  fat  as  regards  the  civil  and  criminal  jurisdic- 
tion of  th-  i.  uoicipal  officeis  of  Boston.  Read 
twice  atd  passeo. 

O.-der  to  allow  the  bill  of  <i.  H.  Williams, 
amounti eg  to  $157.50,  for  materials  furcished  tne 
Paving  Depar.meut.  Ordered  to  a  second  reac- 
iug. 

Order  to  pav  $7786.30  to  A.  G.  Birtlett,  for  es- 
tate taken  bv  the  city  on  Fellows  st  eet,  contain- 
ing 8428  70-100  square  fest.  Ordered  to  a  second 
leading.  Subsequently  Mr.  Noves  of  W»rd  5  ex- 
plained thai  this  v<is  a  case  where  the  pa-ty  h*d 
been  negotiated  with  foi  a  long  time,  but  1  e  had 
refused  to  settle.  Within  a  i-hort  time  be  has 
been  bur  ed  out  ai  d  is  row  very  atxioustoget 
the  money.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Noyes,  the  rul-  ^as 
sus i  ended  and  tt  e  oraei  passeo. 

Order  authorizing  a  water  pipe  laid  across  Mys- 
tic River  in  connection  with  Maiden  Bridge,  frouj 
a  ooict  300  feet  southerly  fron^  the  soutbeily  m\) 
of  said  oridg<-,  and  extending  to  the  town  of  Ev- 
eiett.  Rea  twice  unuer  a  suspension  or  cae  rule, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Swe^tserof  VVard  10, ano  passec. 

Rctoit  and  orners  accepting  the  statue  or  Gen- 
eral Glovei,  authorizing  the  Dlacmi  of  an  iusenp- 
tion  on  the  peoestai  theieof,  and  io  grane  the 
grounos  around  said  statue,  at  not  exc-edin^ 
$500,  to  b-  transferred  trom  the  appropriation  f.>r 
Watering  Stieets.  The  oroer  accepting  thesiatue 
was  teaa  twice  and  passed,  and  the  order  author- 
izing tbs  grading,  etc.,  was  passed  to  a  second 
reauing. 

Repoit  and  ordei  autnorizing  the  grading*,  firing 
and  paving  of  the  lot  or  lano  ao  joining  the  Chap- 
man Schoolhouse,  to  make  it  available  foi  yard 
purposes  and  f or  z,  fence  and.  foundations,  at  an 
estimatei  cost  of  $3300.  The  ordtr  was  read 
twice  under  a  suspeision  of  ths  rule,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  rsurditt  of  Wa<d  16  aod  passed. 

Repoit  and  order  for  a  transfer  of  $1500,  from 
the  item  for  "pav  of  patrolmen"  to  tiiht  fur  're- 
pairs of  station  houses"  in  Police  appropriation. 
Order  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

An  order  came  (  own  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances  oicviding  that  m  all  contracts  with 
the  city  a  clause  should  be  itserteo,if  dtemed 
advisable  bv  committees  or  boards  of  direction, 
to  secure  the  paj  <"f  the  lpborers  on  the  work. 
Concurred. 

DIVISION  OF  WARDS. 

The  ordinance  for  a  tew  d. vision  of  wards  came 
do*n  with  au  enr.ment  to  the  boundary  lints  of 
the  following  ward*  (the  other  waros  having  all 
passed  in  concurrence),  viz.:  ^ards  3,4,6,7,15, 
16, 17, 18, 19  and  20,  together  with  a  proposition  to 
change  the  numerical  order  of  the  wards.  (Citv 
Doc.  No.  109.) 

Mr.  Park-r  of  Ward  14—1  move  that  the  Coun- 
cil concur  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  the 
In  es  adopted  for  Waids  15, 16. 17, 18, 19,  20.  Every- 
body seems  satisfied  with  tnem  and  thete  will  be 
that  much  concurred  m.  I  belive  there  is  some 
dissatisfaction  in  regard  to  Wards  4,  5,  6,  7  and  8. 

Mr.  Flyon  of  Ward  8—1  move  as  ao  amendment 
that  the  Council  concur  with  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men io  all  the  amendments. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6— There  is  a  difference  of 
opinion  on  the  part  of  some  members  of  the  Coun- 


cil in  relation  to  the  desirability  of  the  boundary 
Unes  in  the  wards  as  at  present  numbered  oil  the 
committee's  report  from  3  to  9  inclusive,  ano  they 
might  like  to  be  beard  upon  that  portion  of  the 
ordinance  as  it  comes  from  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men. If  the  Council  is  going  to  giaot  a  hearing 
to  those,  among  otbers,  from  the  ward  that  1  rep- 
resent in  part,  it  would  expedite  matters,  it  seems 
to  me,  if  thi  motion  ot  ihe  gentleman  from  Ward 
14  is  adopted,  and  we  should,  in  the  first  place, 
cispose  ot  those  wards  upojt  which  no  de- 
bate will  arise.  I  hope  that  either  the  gectle- 
maD  irom  Ward  7  will  witharaw  his  motion  and 
give  some  of  us  ao  ooportunity  to  adjust  the  lines 
of  out  wards  as  we  thirk  out  constituents  would 
like  to  nave  them;  or  if  the  gentleman  coes  not 
withdraw  his  motion,  rbatthe  Council  will  not  ac- 
cept it,  but  aoopt  that  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  14. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— If  the  gentlemau  fiom 
Waid  6  desires  to  discuss  the  lines  of  wards  oth- 
er than  those  enumerated  in  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  14,  he  has  an  opportunity 
no*.  My  motion  is  to  aoopt  as  a.  whole,  th« 
amendments  which  have  just  come  from  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  and  he  has  an  opportunity  to 
discuss  them  at  this  rime  without  withdrawing 
the  motion. 

Mr.  Kimball— If  the  Council  is  wiping,  I  should 
piefcr,  s»  far  ?.s  I  a  ■>  concerned,  to  <  istuss  the 
lines  of  Wards  3  to  9  after  the  lines  of  Wards  15  to 
20  aie  adopted. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — Before  we  concur  ir  a>  y- 
tbiog  1  think  we  had  -better  have  the  whole  mat- 
ter discussed.  I  don't  believe  in  aoing  it  by  piece- 
meal. I  think  that  the  proper  way  to  do  wiih  this 
matter  is  ic  have  it  agreed  upon  cy  a  committee. 
I  am  perfectly  willing,  so  far  as  I  have  anv  inter- 
est, lacivicually,  to  have  the,  lines  adopted  as 
originally  reported  by  the  committee;  but?  never- 
theless, theie  seems  to  oe  dissatisfaction  i«  some 
quatteis,  and  I  am  willing  that  it  should  be 
expressed  here.  As  one,  1  am  opposed  to  the 
lines  as  suomitted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  Of 
cours;  I  have  the  nf-ht  to  soaak  only  my  own  con- 
victions, <>nd  I  don't  want  War j s  14, 15, 16  and  17 
agreed  upon  until  the  whole  matt  r  it! a  1  have 
been  pioperly  adju-tsd.  Now,  great  oissatisfac- 
rion  has  been  cr  ated  in  some  ./yards,  both  with 
the  lines  as  originally  laid  out  by  the  commitue 
and  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  aid  I  believe  ia 
giving  tnese  geot'em  n  a  coanc-  to  express  them- 
selves. 1  don't  believe  I  shall  agree  with  them  ; 
and  I  don't  believe  the  motio a  of  the  genil^man 
from  the  Highlands  should  be  adoi-ted  till  the 
-  hole  matter  has  been  discussed.  By  adopting 
cne  line  fir  one  ward,  and  aro;her  tor  another 
waid,  by  and  by  something  will  come  up  in 
regard  to  an  adjacent  ward  which  will  satisfy  the 
Council  that  the  fir.  t  line  should  be  thaoged, 
and  il.en  me  ^bole  matter  is  to  be  tipped  over 
again.  Now  let  us  discuss  tois  matter  openly, 
aid  let  all  pirfies  be  hearo.  1  am  opposed  to  at- 
tempting ai  yihi  a  uottl  something  has  subs  an- 
ti ally  b  en  agierd  upon  for  the  whole;  ano  there- 
fore I  coacui  with  thj  genileman  from  Ward  6 — 
though  I  don't  believe  I  shall  agree  with  him  in 
regard  to  the  uaids— that  we  ought  io  have  this 
matter  niscussed  as  a  whole.  I  don't  coucu  with 
the  proposition  of  the  gentheman  from  the  High- 
land's to  pa.;s  upon  ce  tain  »aios  until  we 
shall  have  hod  tuns  to  discuss  tois  entite 
matter.  There  is  time  enough  for  us  to 
discuss  the  whole  thing  hete.  I  do.'t  object  to 
discussing  the-e  lines;  but  I  do  object  to  the  plin 
as  laid  ciown  by  tb-  Board  of  Aldetnen,  for  I 
don't  think  it  ogood  ai  that  origin  illy  laid  do  *n 
by  the  committee,  and  I  should  much  pref=rto 
t  ave  i'  adopted,  with  perhaps  some  very  slight 
vaiiati  ns,  for  I  think  the  lines  ar>-  very  much 
better  than  those  pro)  osed  bv  the  Board  ot  Alder- 
men. Iheretor",  I  hope  that  rothing  will  be 
agred  upon  till  thp  whole  thing  h.,.s  been  dis- 
cussed, iiid  gentlemen  who  are  dissaii;  tied  ha?e 
had  an  opportui  lty  to  speak  theirmin  Js  in  regard 
to  ir. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  7  does  not  witndra  «  his  motio  ,  and  as  it  is 
barelv  possible  that  without  anything  being  said, 
the  Board  ot  Aldermen  might  be  concurred 
with,  it  seems  Decessary  that  those  who  desire  io 
discuss  the  line'  of  an>  of  the  wi.rds  between  3 
and  9  should  do  so  before  the  question  is  put. 
But  before  making  any  definite  motion  in  regard 
to  toe  lines  of  the  Y<cards  embiaced  between  3 
and  9  I  mast,  of  necessity,  ask  for  the  ruling 
of  the  Chair  upon  ooe  point,  because  tna 
motioo    which    I    shall     make    necessitates,   it 
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Adopted,  a  change  ia  the  lines  of  some 
of  the  wards  io  which  botb  branches  have 
concurred.  It  has  been  thought  by  some 
members  of  this,  as  well  as  the  otner  branch — 
although  I  cannot  say  that  I  concur  with  them-- 
that  no  amendments  can  be  entertained  bv  the 
Chair  which  shall  affect  any  of  the  lines  of  the 
wards  as  established  by  the  concurrence  of  the 
two  brancl>es.  If  iha' shall  be  the  ruling:  of  the 
Chair  I  shall  have  no  amendments  to  offer,  and 
nothing;  more  to  say  ;  and  I  shall  be  prepared  to 
voce  for  the  plan  as  presented  by  the  Alaermen. 
Therefore,  1  should  like  the  ruling  of  the  Chair 
ivpon  that  point — which  is  rather  difficult  Io 
put  in  the  form  of  a  motion,  unless  I 
should  move  a  change  in  the  lines  of  several  of 
the  wards,  which  would  not  be  clear  to  the  Chair 
■or  to  the  Council  it  I  read  thern.  ^Vill  the  Chair 
entertain  an  amendment  to  the  lines  of  any  ward 
not  concurred  in,  which  shall  affect  the  lines  of 
aoy  ward,  in  which  bothbrancheshave  concurreo? 

The  President — Upon  the  question  raised,  there 
is  no  special  rule  io  th8  rules  and  orders  of  the 
Council  that  woul  1  «eem  to  govern  the  particular 
case  io  question.  It  therefore  follows  that  the 
pa;ticular  question  must  be  decided  under  the 
general  rule  contained  m  the  rules  and  orcers,  to 
the  effect  that  where  there  is  no  special 
rule  governing  the  matter  comiogbefoie  the  Coun- 
cil, it  must  be  dett- rmined  by  the  rules  of  Cush- 
mg's  '  "Pa/lia  in  en  tarv  Law."  By  reference  to  the 
law,  it  would  seem  to  be  clear,  upon  the  point 
ja.sed  by  tne  gentleman  from  Ward  6,  that  an 
amendment  cannot  be  entertained  here  which 
would  necessarily  mvoive  a  change  in  any  pait  of 
the  ordinance  which  has  passed  both  branches  of 
tne  Citv  Government.  In  the  present  case,  the 
•ordinance  so  tar  as  it  tas  passed  in  its  subdivi- 
sions and  has  been  concurred  in  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  cannot  now  be  changed  by  the  Coun- 
cil, and  the  Council  has  exnausted  its  power  as 
the  question  presents  itself  at  the  present 
time;  and  the  onlv  power  the  Council  seems 
to  havs  is  simply  the  right  to  chaage  any 
of  the  amendments  made  by  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  to  which  all  action  of  the 
Council,  under  its  rules  and  orders,  must  be  en- 
tirely restricted.  The  Chair  is  desirous  always  of 
giving  a  liberal  interpretation  to  any  parliamenta- 
ry rules,  believing  that  a  technicality  should  not 
iutetpo>e  a  barrier  in  the  way  of  the  determina- 
tion of  any  proposition  tnat  can  be  reason- 
ably ettertainei  by  the  CounciU  The  Chair 
car,  however,  see  no  possible  escape  from  the 
c  inclusion  that  such  an  amendment  cannot  be 
entertained  at  the  present  time,  unless  some  ac- 
tion is  taken  by  the  Council  to  this  effect;  that,  if 
the  Chair  was  absolved  fiom  the  obligation  to  re- 
gard oushing's  "Parliamentary  Law  and  Prac- 
tice," which  is  made  obligatory  by  a  rule  of  ti>e 
•Council ;  in  other  words,  if  thatruiewere  suspend- 
ed by  the  requisite  t*o-ihiids  vote,  the  Chair 
would  then  be  of  opinion  that  it  is  tne  intention 
or  'he  Com  cil  to  consider  this  matter,  and  the 
•Chair  would  be  justified,  under  the  rule,  io  decid- 
ing that  such  an  amenoment  would  b  in  order.  In 
taking  this  position  he  is  informed  that  ihere 
is  a  precedent  for  it;  that  prior  to  this  year, 
while  there  was  no  special  rule  co  apply  to  this 
particular  case,  there  was  also  no  rule  by  which 
Custrk'g's  Manual  was  to  be  the.  infallible  guide 
and  rule  as  in  the  present  year.  The  Char  finds, 
by  reference  to  tne  action  upon  the  salary  bill  of 
last,  y  ar  (page  132,  City  Council  Mmute;,.1874), 
that  the  Ohaii  at  that  time  held— 

'•That  an  order  comprises  all  the  sections  in  that 
ordei,  and  an  amendment  to  one  section  is  an 
amendment  to  the  ordtr,  which  is  not  fically  dis- 
posed of  until  the  whole  ordai  is  finished.;  and 
one  section  cannot  be  separated  from  the  other." 

It  would  ?eern  that  at  thai,  time  it  was  held  to  be 
competent  to  amend  any  one  section  until  the 
whole  order  is  disposed  of.  Ibe  Chair  can  see  no 
difference  oeween  that  cass  aud  the  present  one, 
unlrss  that  it  be  found  in  this— it  does  not  appear 
upon  the  recoids  md  the  Chair  is  unable  to  re- 
member what  the  facts  were— -fcetaer  the  Coun- 
cil votes  to  act  upon  the  suo-divisions  separately. 
That  might,  or  migot  not  make  a  difference,  but 
the  Chair  doss  not  volunteer  any  opinion  upon 
that  point.  The  Chair  is  of  the  opinion  that  it 
would  be  his  duty,  li  the  Council  see  fit  to  sus- 
pend the  mle  in  regard  to  Cusning's  Man- 
««],  to  rile  that  tnesa  amendments  m^ght 
be  entertained.  And  there  is  still  another  reason 
—a  hardship  might  possioly  be  created— iu  oiher 
words  ths  Council  might  unwittingly  p'ace  a  bar- 
rier in  its  way  m   making  coanges  in  some  of  the 


wards  that  parties  might  desire  to  remodel,  which 
might  conflict  with  other  certain  wards  that  have 
been  established  ;  so,  while  certain  wards  rrtav  be 
definitely  settled,  changes  might  be  desirable  in 
other  wards  which  could  not  oe  made  unless  those 
apparency  definitely  settled  could  also  be  corre- 
spondingly altered. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6— I  now  move  a  suspension 
rule  7  cf  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil, which  reads  that  "the  rules  of  parliamentary 
practice  in  Cushmg's  Manual  shall  bs  the  guide 
when  tbey  do  not  conflict  with  rhe  rules  ano  or- 
ders of  this  Council  or  with  the  joint  rules  and  or- 
ders of  the  City  Council."  I  hope  the  Council  will 
adopt  the  motion — although,  perhaps,  tbey  are 
somewhat  wearied  with  this  debate  upon  the  divi- 
sion of  wards — and  alow  some  of  us  to  induce 
tli em,  if  possible,  to  make  a  change  in  some  of  the 
wards  in  the  city  proper,  so  called,  as,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  ruling  of  the  Chair,  we  shall  be  de- 
barred from  so  doing,  unless  the  rule  is  suspend- 
ed, which  I  sincerely  hooe  w ill  bs  done. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  was  lost  by  a 
risingr  tie  vote — 30  for  30  against— and  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Flvnu  (to  concur  iu  all  the  amendments  of  the 
Board  of  ■Uderoaen)  wis  adopted, 

Mr.  Kimball  said  the  sentiment  of  the  Council 
io  favor  of  the  plan  adopted  bv  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen nad  teen  so  strongly  exposed,  that  in 
order  to  settle  the  matter  finally,  he  would  move  a 
reconsideration,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 

The  motion  to  recoosioer  was  lost. 

VEGETABLE    MARKET. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sampson  of  Ward  10,  the 
Council  took  up  the  soecial  as-igement  for  8 
P.  M.,  viz.:  Order  for  a  transfer  of  $6000  from  the 
Reserved  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Mercan- 
tile-whart  Market. 

The  oruer  was  passed,  io  concurrence— yeas  53, 
mys9: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Anders  *n,  Barry,  Boardman, 
Brackett,  Burditt,  Burgess,  Cawley,  Collins, C>  vie, 
Crocker,  Cushmg,  Cushmas,  Day,  Felt,  Fitz- 
gerald, Goldthwait,  Guild,  Harmo-,  Hairigar, 
it  ks,  fiiscoek,  Uo*>e-,  Jaques,  Kell-y.  Kimball, 
King  iej, 'Leigh  ton,  Loring,  Moley,  Mooney,  Mor 
lison,  Ne'wtoa,  Osborne,  Par-ter,  Perkins  Pierce, 
Power.  Rice,  Sampson,  Shaw,  Sibley,  Surague, 
Stacey,  Swestser,  Trull,  Waos*o  th,  Walbridge, 
Whiteorr.b,-  Whitu  ore,  Wilbur,  WiUcutt,  Wilson. 
Woods— 52. 

Navs— Messrs.  Clark* ,  Devereux.  Duggan,  Ed- 
waros,  Flynn,  Kmgsburv,  No-yes,  Thachei ,  Wain 
-9. 

Absent  or  not  voti-g— Messrs.  B-al,  Bent, 
Cuius,  Dan  on,  Fitzpatiick,  Lappeu,  Long,  Mur- 
ray, Page,  Peabody,  Smitn,  Tiaio— 12. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Ordfir  to  pav  bill  of  Knox  &  Angiir,  $150,  tor 
material  furnished  the  Water  Work <.  Passed  in 
concurrence. 

Otdet  for  a  transf  rof  $5500  from  the  appropri- 
tion  for  rebuilding  the  clivwof  Meridian- street 
Bridge,  to  be  appropriated  for  rebuilding'  Com- 
umcia.  Point  Bridge.  P^s  ed  in  concurrence- 
yeas  51,  i  ays  0. 

REPORTS  OF  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Cochituate  Water  Board.  Request  for  the  trai  s- 
f er  of  $2500  from  the  geneiai  appropriation  for 
Waer  wo  ks  to  the  account  ol  Chestnut  Hill 
Driveway,  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  current 
year. 

*  Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Thacber  of  Ward  15, 
to  tn?  Joinc  Committee  on  Water.    Sent  up. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED, 

By  Mr.  Thaener  ot  Ward  15— Petition  of  Moses 
Wil'de,  2d,  lor  abatement  of  tax  for  the  current 
year.  Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Assessors' 
Department. 

Petitic  s  for  leavs  to  e.-ect  wooden  bnildroirs  by 
D.WaldoLincoln  on  Texas  street, near  Market,  and 
on  Buffalo  and  Texas  streets,  War  l  19  Refencu 
to  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buil  lings. 

By  Mr.  Stacey  of  Ward  20— P  titioo  ot  Jonathan 
Stone  etal.,  for  a  lamp  on  Tufts  street.    Sent  up. 

By  Mr.  Wilbur  ot  Ward  13— Petition  <>r  John  A. 
G.  Avery,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damag-s  on  Fel- 
lows street.  Referred  to  Joi.t  Committee  on 
Northampton-street  District. 

By  Mr.  Suragueof  Ward  4— Petition  of  John  E. 
San'ford  etal.  Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on 
Claims. 

Severally  sent  up. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


RESIGNATION    OF  A  MEMBER. 

A  communication  addressed  the  President,  from 
Alexander  Beal,  member  of  tbe  Council  from 
Ward  16,  was  read,  resigning  his  place,  on  account 
of  removal  from  the  city.  The  resignation  w«s 
accepted. 

WIDENING  OF  SCHOOL  STREET. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  petition  tee  General  Court,  at  its  next  session, 
tor  tbe  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  tua  widen- 
ing of  School  street,  on  the  northerly  side,  by 
taking  >  portion  of  ihe  old  burial  ground  under 
and  adjoining  Kir  g's  Chapel. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

FENCE  ON  THE  COMMON. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6,  the  Council 
took  from  the  table  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider ihe  vote  whereby  was  rejected  the  oroer  for 
a  transter  of  $3400  fiom  the  Reserved  Tunc,  to  be 
added  to  the  appropriation  for  Tremont-street 
mall  curb. 

The  reconsideration  Drevailed  and  the  older  was 
passed — veas  62,  nayj  1;  Mi'.  Thacher  of  Wa/d  15 
vothig  nay. 

INSPECTION  OF  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  Cawiey  of  tyard  2  presented  tbe  following, 
vhich,  on  his  motion,  was  laid  on  the  table  and 
ordered  prined:  City  of  Boston,     ) 

In  Common  Council,  Nov.  4,  1875.  I 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council  of  the  City 
of  Boston:  Gentlemen— The  undersigned,  who 
was  oirected  to  examine  all  buildings  which  are 
occupied,  eithei  permanently  or  temporarily,  by 
laige  numbers  of  lersons.  with  a  view  to  ascer- 
tain whether  the  uuaus  of  egress  from  said  buihi- 
ir>gs  are  sate  and  sufficient  in  case  of  Are,  I  aving 
atceude  to  that  dury,begs  leave  to  submit  the 
following 

report. 

In  the  year  1873,  by  direction  of  tbe  City  Coun- 
cil^ thorough  examination  of  all  buildings  in 
which  operatives  were  employed  was  made,  and 
the  result  of  said  examination  repoited  to  the 
City  Coun-.il.  Fire  escapes  were  ordered  io  be 
nlaced  on  ail  buildings  requiring  them,  and  in  all 
budding'  eiecteci  or  altered  sine-  then  the  matter 
has  received  special  attention.  This  has  also 
been  the  case  with  hoels,  tenement  houses  ?nd 
looking  houses,  and  such  al'erations  have  been 
made,  ^nd  facilities  furmsbed,  in  each  case,  as 
seemed  necessary.  Cnoer  the  building  law  tbe 
examination  of  such  buildings  is  made  one  of  the 
duties  of  this  department,  ind  provision  is  made 
for  the  furaishii  g  of  such  facilities  for  escape  as 
may,  in  the  opinion  of  ihe  Irsi  ector  of  Buildings 
be  required.  This  class  of  buDdings  has  therefore 
received  scecial  atteotion,  and  exaooit,atiors  are 
contioua'ly  beicg  made  and  tire  escapes  provided 
as  sooa  as  required. 

"With  chiuvhes,  theatres  and  ha'ls  the  cse  is  dif- 
ferent. Churches  are  exernptfrom  *ny  regulations 
whatever,  and  the  only  regulations  relating  to 
theatres  and  halls  are  tiat  ihe  doois  giving  ac- 
c  '  s  to  such  places,  exceptiog  fly  doors,  sball  be 
made  to  open  outward  or  be  Kept  oper  Ju'ing  ihe 
hours  that  such  \ laces  are  op?o  to  the  public,  and 
that  no  obstructions  sball  he  placed  ia  the  ;isiea. 

The  whole  number  of  builcmgs  exc-ni  td  uoder 
your  order  was  five  hunched  and  sixteen  (516),  as 
follows: 

Churches 195 

Schoolhouses  (private  and  public) 201 

Halls 115 

Theatres 5 

Total , 516 

In  making  the  examination, par  ticuiai  attention 
has  been  given  to  rue  width- of  doorways,  stairs 
ar.d  hallways;  whether  doors  open  iL  orotn; 
whether  stair*  were  straight  or  winding;  number 
of  persons  accommooated;  wh^.t  means  of  escape 
would  be  available  in  case  the  usual  means  of  es- 
cape should  be  obstructed  ;  condition  of  beating 
apparatus,  and  the  general  conditioa  of  the  build- 
ing. 

Ninety-one  (91)  buildings  were  found  to  be  de- 
ficient i  j  so  ne  of  r.hese  respects,  as  folio  •  s-: 

Doors  swinging  inward 42 

Insufficient  egress 17 

"Narrow  stairways 17 

Weak  stairway 1 

Doors  swinging  inward  and  narro  w  stairwo  ys 6 

Stairways  steep  and  winding . i 

Insufficient  egress  and  doors  swinging  inward 4 

Aisles  not  wide  enough 1 

Main  stairways  insufficient 2 

Total 91 


The  item  of  "doors  swinging  inward"  covers 
those  cases  where  the  inner  doors  of  churches  aDd 
the  inner  and  out- 1- doors  of  other  buildings  are 
made  (o  swing  inward.  The  outside  doors  of 
Cuiirches  are  not  included  in  the  list,  although  they 
are  in  almost  every  case  made  to  open  inward,  but 
as  th '  y  are  usually  kept  orjen  during  the  hours  of 
service,  the  chances  of  an  accident  occurring  may 
be  cob sidered  very  flight,  but,  to  secure  absolute 
safety,  they  should  in  all  cases  be  made  to  sting- 
outward,  or  else  should  be  kept  ope<>  by  a  secure 
fastening,  and  fly  doois,  swinging  both  ways,  used 
as  a  protectio  j  from  the  weather. 

Under  the  heading  "insufficient  egress"  is  in- 
cluded all  cases  where  che  width  of  tbe  doorways 
aLd  passageways  appeared  to  be  disproportionate 
to  the  number  of  persons  -*bich  tbe  building  was 
designee  to  accommodate. 

In  some  of  our  churches  it  is  customary  to  fill 
the  aisles  with  seats  when  the  congregation  is 
larger  than  can  be  seated  in  the  pews  This  is  a 
most  reprehensible  p  actiee,  and  shoul  i  be  pro- 
hibitei  by  law.  At  present  no  one  has  authority 
to  prevent  it,  but  i  be  law  governing  Theatres  in 
that  particular  should  be  made  applicable  to 
churches. 

It  will  be  rene  ■  bered  ibat  the  Holyoke  disaster 
was  caused  by  some  draperies  aimg  fire.  Wheie 
draperies  or  like  combustible  materials  are  used 
in  decorating  churches,  they  should  be  prepared 
with  some  incombustible  substance,  which  could 
be  done  at  a  very  small  exper.se. 

Tbe  modern  scnoolhou^s  are  much  better  pro- 
vided with  facilities  for  escape  than  the  older 
ones,  being  constiucted  with  wider  stairways, 
corridors  and  outer  d^or-ways.  Ihe  chances 
of  fire  originating  on  the  premises  are  mate- 
rially lessened  bj  tbe  use  of  -team-hea'TUig  appa- 
ratus and  tire-proof  bo'lei  rooms  and  the  venti- 
lating flues  being  constructed  ol  brick  or  iron,  in- 
stead of  wood,  lessens  the  danger  of  the  fire 
spreadi  g  over  the  building.  The  Sopermterdent 
of  Public  Buildn  gs  is  naviug  the  doors  of  school- 
houses  altered,  so  that  ihey  shah  in  all  cases  :  wing 
o'  tward,  and  is  also  taking  other  precautions 
against  accideots  occurring. 

In  case  of  an  alarm  in  a  schoolhonse  the  safety 
or  the  -cholars  deoends  *ieaiiy  upon  the  i  oolness 
of  the  teachers,  bui  I  am  of  the  osmion  that  most 
of  our  schoolhouse.;  could  be  emptied  witnout  ac- 
cident, it  the  teachers  do  not  lose  cheir  presence 
of  mind.  II  is  probable  that  buildings  in  Boston 
aie  constiucted  with  as  gieat  regard  to  rh6  safety 
of  the  occupants  as  in  any  other  city,  ana  under 
ordinary  circumstances  the  meaus'of  egress  are, 
as  a  general  thing,  sufficient.  The  theatres,  for 
mstance,  can  be  emptied  in  from  seven  10  eigot 
minutes,  at  d  the  Music  Hall,  when  tilled  to  its  ut- 
most capacity,  in  about  seven  and  one-hdif  mi' - 
utes,  as  was  oeinonstrated  on  the  occasion  of  Mr. 
Schurz's  trilogy  on  Charles  Sumoer.  In  such 
cases,  each  person's  race  of  ^petd  is  reguiaten  by 
the  movement  of  tie  thror.a,  aDd  there  is  no  ex- 
cessive crowding  or  pushing.  But  in  case  of  a 
panic  aiising,  when  all  self-coxitrol  is  lost  and 
e>cn  oersoo's  sole  idea  is  to  be  the  first  one  out  of 
the  building,  toe  usual  means  of  exit  would  prob- 
ably be  in -ufficient,  and  1  am  of  the  opinion  that 
it  would  beimposicle  to  find  a  buildiug  which 
wouio  be  absomtelv  safe  under  such  circum- 
stances. The  danger  lies  not  so  much  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  building  as  m  the  audience  im- 
peding one  another  in  their  efforts  to  escape. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  say  that  while  th<re  is  no 
law  on  the  subject,  I  have  in  some  cases  where  it 
was  apparent  that  a  public  building  or  hall  was 
extremely  deficient  in  me^ns  of  egress,  f*  lo  that  a 
certain  responsioiiity  rested  upon  me,  and  that  it 
was  my  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the  owners  or 
other  i:t-res:ed  parties  to  the  fact  and  to  urge 
upon  th -in  the  importance  of  making  the  Deces- 
sary  alterations.  In  some  oases,  my  suggestions 
have  been  readily  ar.d  cheerfully  acted  upon  and 
the  changes  made;  while  in  others  the  parties, 
while  not  absolutely  refusing,  have  tieglected  to 
make  any  charrg-  s,  and  I  have  no  authority  to  en- 
force compliance. 

Respectfu:l«  submitted. 

Oliver  L.  Shaw, 

Inspector  of  Buildings. 

regulating  water  fixtures  and  licensing 
plumbers. 

Mr  Howes  of  Ward  11  moved  to  t?ke  from  the 
ta&le  'he  older  for  Mayoi  to  apolv  to  'he  next 
Legislature  for  authority  to  regula  e  and  cor  troi 
the  ir.  traduction  ot  wa'^er  pipes  and  fixiuresin 
buildings,  and  to  liceuse  plumbers. 
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Mr.  Howes— This  order  was  laid  upon  ibe  table 
at  the  last  meeting,  at  the  request  of  the  gentie- 
mao  from  Ward  7,  wit"  the  object,  as  I  under- 
stood at  the  time,  of  haviog  the  matter  looked 
into.  I  think  that  every  one  must  see  that  if  is  a 
necessary  thing,  and  an  adv?  otageous  measure  to 
toe  adopteo,  and  1  snoulo  like  the  gentleman  to 
give  some  reasons  for  delaying  action  any  further. 
■  The  order  was  tak  n  from  the  table  by  a  rising 
vote— 35  for,  4  again  «t. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mi.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  should  lik«  to  get  an  ex- 
plar  ation  fiom  somebody  about  tnis  order,  and 
for  vhat  purpose  u  is  to  be  passed.  I  a,m  sur- 
prised that  my  friend  from  Ward  11,  -.vitb  tne  pe- 
culiar itieas  which  he  has  of  political  economy 
and  about  government  looking  after  people, 
should  advocate  the  passage  of  this  order  at  all. 
1  am  astonished  at  it;  in  fact  he  is  going  Dack 
upon  that  peculiar  doctrine  which  he  enunciated 
the  ot  er  evening  aboui  gov-mmenc  bein^  a  pro- 
tective agent.    I  am  surprised  at  it. 

Mr.  Howes — In  calling  up  this  me  sure  iny  prin- 
cipal idea,  peihaps  like  that  of  several  other  gen- 
tlemen, was  to  get  some  slight  information  upon 
the  subject  myself ;  and  I  thought  this  would  be 
as  favorable  a  time  to  elici.  what  inf or  nation 
otheis  might  possess,  as  any  other.  I  am  afraid 
this  gentleman  from  Ward  7  has  partially  read  the 
■oocirioes  ot  political  ecoromv  of  which  he  ac- 
cuses me.  I  am  sute  I  do  not  know  what  patticu- 
lar  theory  he  ha?  cteoited  m*  with.  On  two  or 
three  occasions  ne  has  endeavored  to  elucidate  or 
?how  rorth  theparticularideasIkold,ai)d  as  Ipos- 
sibly  maybe  io  ignorance  of  i  hem  myrelf,  he  might 
be  able  to  zive  me  some  wise  and  grave  informa- 
tion upon  the  subject.  So  far  as  this  particular 
subject  is  concerned,  I  imagined  that  it  closely 
appertained  to  'he  Water  Board  from  tb°  fact 
that  a  great  portion  ot  the  woik  of  plumoers  is 
now  done  very  c^rtlessly,  ard  the  city  and  citi- 
zens are  often  out  to  great  expense  fiom  tne 
want  of  knowledge  cisplay<-d  by  these  people.  If 
oce's  water  faucets  1-ak  he  Ciu  "send  round  to  any 
one  to  repair  them,  and  the  vork  is  often  done  in 
ao  irregular  manner.  I  don't  know  of  s  ny  other 
reason  for  putting  tbem  under  supervision ,  and 
that  alone  I  'hi ok  would  be  sufficient;  and  there- 
fore I  believe  the  measure  would  be  a  very  advan- 
tageous ore. 

Mr.  Cawley  of  Ward  2 — I  am  rather  inclined  to 
believe  that  this  is  a  dangerous  order.  I  think  it 
will  undoubtedly  cieate  a  monopoly  in  the  citv  of 
Bo-ton.  The  e-ult  of  if.  will  be  that  ceitain  men 
who  succeed  in  having  considerable  interest  vith 
the  Water  Bord  will  get  licenses,  «  hile  other 
men,  less  fortui  ate  in  that  respect,  will  be  lik  ly 
to  go  without  a  license.  If  it  should  tarn  out  that 
ony  certain  men  can  get  a  license,  of  course  ihey 
could  regulate  prices  to  suit  themselves  in  such  a 
way  that  it  would  work  a  haroship  to  manvpeopls 
wno  need  the  services  of  plumbers.  I  don't" think 
there  is  any  great  i  ecescity  for  such  a  system. 
We  are  to  h^ve  nlentv  of  water,  ana  if  the  pipes 
leak  occasionally  no  great  harm  will  occur. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9-  It  seems  to  me  there  a  e 
portions  of  that  oider  which  might  be  earned  in- 
to effect  and  pove  very  useful;  and  that  there 
are  other  portions,  as  ths  gentleman  who  last 
spoke  suggested,  which  art,  of  doubtful  expe- 
diency. I  have  r,ot  tne  order  before  me;  but,  tak- 
ing the  language  on  i  he  order  of  bu-ioess,  if  the 
Sast  word*,  relating  to  lic-nsiog  plumbers,  were 
st  icken  out  and  the  rest  of  toe  orrier  left,  it  might 
be  useful  It  does  seem  that  tne  citv  ought  to 
have  authority  to  regulate,  to  some  extent,  the 
introduction  of  water  fixtures,  so  far,  at  least,  as 
having  the  power  of  insnection,  if  necessary,  be- 
cause, other  vise,  the  citv  is  liable  to  have  pipes  of 
an  mf  nor  quality  introduced — they  are  perhaps 
too  thin. or  tne  auachmtsont  is  made  in  an  unsuit- 
Kbleand  unworkmanlike  manner.  It  seems  that, 
the  waterworks  being  under  the  cictrol  of  the 
citv,  tbe  Water  Board  ought  to  have  a  certain 
general  control,  within  certain  limits,  of  the  con- 
Lectioi  s  witb  the  wa'er  pipes.  For  tbe  sake  of 
testing  tnessnseof  the  Council  uoon  the  question, 
I  would  move  tost  ike  out  the  words  "and  pro- 
viding ihat  all  plumbers  and  other  persons  who 
introduce  su^h  water  pip-s  and  water  fixtures 
shall  be  licensed  by  the  Water  Board,  upon  such 
terms  and  conditions  as  the  City  Council  rnay  es- 
tablish." 

Mr.  Tbacber  of  Ward  15— This  order  was  before 
the  Council  last  year,  was  passed  and  a  petition 
went  to  the  Legislature;  but  a  citize'i  of  Boston, 
who  was  a  member  of  the  Water  Board  a fc  that 


time,  and  is  now,  aod  is  interested  in  a  large 
unmber  of  houses,  appeared  before  the  legisla- 
tive 6ommittee  in  opposition  to  the  act,  and  it 
was  defeated.  If  anyone  who  is  not  personally 
interested  would  examine  some  of  the  plumbing 
dope  m  this  city  he  would  soon  be  satistied  thar.  it 
would  be  advantageous  to  have  a  system  of  li- 
censes for  plumbers.  When  tb°  proposition  to 
license  plumbers  was  first  brought  up  I  was  op- 
posed to  it  myself ;  but  having  occasion  to  go  to 
Providence,  where  the  system  had  been  ca  ried 
on  nearly  ever  since  they  had  water  woiks,  I 
became  convinced  th.-t  it  was  a  good  thing. 
The  svstem  has  worked  well  'here,  as  I  stated 
last  year  when  this  matter  was  up;  I  took  occa- 
sion to  see  whatnot  only  the  master  plumbfrs, 
hut  the  workmen,  thought  of  toe  system;  and 
everyone  told  me  thev  would  lather  have  a  sys- 
tem of  license  than  not.  One  of  them  told  ine 
that  if  the  people  who  oppose  it  here  could  see 
the  wori-insr  of  the  system,  they  would  favor  it. 
A  great  maayliouses  ar  -  plumbed  herebynsople 
who  i  ome  from  out  of  the  cit  ,  and  do  p*-or  work: 
instead  of  puttiug  m  a  pipe  that  should  weigh  ?% 
pounds,  cbey  put  in  one  -weighing-  134  pounds, 
and  as  soon  as  tbe  wafer  is  let  00,  and  the 
full  pressure  gets  on  the  pipe,  it  oursts,  an  t 
causes  a  waste  of  water  anc  a  pecuniary  loss 
jo  the  owner.  There  is  one  house  in  Wor- 
cester square  which  was  damaged  $1500  the  first 
time  tbe  water  was  1st  on.  There  is  another  way 
in  whica  it  woiks  badly,  Unde^  the  pres-nt  sys- 
tem of  iatro  ucing  water,  a  man  may  build  anoth- 
er house  in  the  rear  aod  make  a  connection  with  it 
from  the  front  house.  A  man  may  also  change  bis 
^ater  fixtures  so  ihat  he  will  us*  three  times  as 
much  as  the  one  next  to  him  and  yet  not  Day  auv 
more.  Un  er  the  present  system  of  inspection 
tne-e  is  no  «  ay  of  {going  into  a  man's  house  and 
finding  outwbether  things  are  all  right.  This  mak- 
ing a  monopoly  of  it  ->■  il I  te  on  just  the  same 
principle  as  the  svstem  of  licensing  masons  to  en- 
ter sewers.  If  a  sower  is  pus  through  a  street 
and  tbe  owner  »ancs  to  eiter  it,  he  must  get 
some  ma  on  to  do  it  who  is  hesosed  by  the 
Committee  on  Paving,  woo  has  to  give  bonds  be- 
fore he  can  enter  the  sewer. 

Mi.  Mtzgerald  of  Ward  7— The  question  is  this: 
,  The  whole  pith  of  tms  order  lies  in  the  last  lines 
which  the  gentleman  fiom  Ward  9  moves  to  strike 
out — that  i<,  the  licensing  of  plumbers.  Now,  sii, 
I  don't  believe  in  that.  I  don',  go  so  far  m  mv 
ideas  of  poli  ical  economy  as  my  friend  over  the 
way  [Mr.  Howe*],  who  differs  from  me.  Iaonot 
speak  for  him;  I  gathered  his  ideas  from 
what  he  said  the  other  evening,  for  I  re- 
oaeinber  wha>  he  did  the  other  evenii  g  in  as- 
sent to  what  I  laid  down  as  to  his  peculiar  views 
on  political  economy.  Now,  the  question  is,  shall 
we  provide  a  system  by  which  plumoers  ate  10  be 
licensed,  ano  make  it  a  penal  offence  for  those 
who  exercise  tnat  trade  without  suoh  a  licei.se? 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  City  Government  would 
be  arrogating  to  itself  in  doing  such  a  thing.  The 
excuse  is  that  wate  1  is  wasted  and  bad  pipes  are 
put  into  houses;  and  the  consequence  of  these, 
pipes  beirg  so  thin  and  bad  is  that  they  cannot 
stan  3  the  pressuie  and  burst,  and  a  £ood  deal  of 
water  is  wasted;  and  for  that  reason 'the  city  must 
oass  an  older  to  get  leave  from  the  General  Court 
to  p?ss  such  an  01  dinar  cs  as  will  regulate  the  in- 
troduction of  water  fixtures — m  other  words, 
prevent  arybody  but  good  plumbers  from  doing 
work  in  the  citv  of  Bostou  ;  and  the  nace-sity  of 
the  case  that  tbe  water  is  wasted;  that  agood  deal 
of  Cochituate  and  Sudbury  River  wa'er  nas  gooe 
to  ruin,  and  therefore  we  must  restrict  tne  exer- 
cise of  a  certain  trade  to  certain  individuals.  If 
we  be^in  there,  I  do  n't  se^  why  we  should  n't  li- 
cense shoemakers;  I  don't  see  why  we  should  in- 
troduce orders  to  this  effect,  that  a  grea*  many 
shoes  are  madeol  papei,  a-id  people  who  go 
into  shoe  stoies  are  imposed  upon,  and  there- 
fore nobody  should  engage  in  the  busiiie«s  of  snoe- 
maKing  unless  hs  has  a  certificate  fiom  the  citv  of 
Boston  that  he  is  a  good  snoemaker;  and  so 
with  caipenteis,  masons  slaters  and  others. 

Mr.  Tbacher— Will  the  gentleman  allow  ma  to 
a«tf  him  a  question  ? 

Mr.  Fitzgerald—  Yes;  four  of  tbem  if  he  wants 
to. 

Mr.  Xhacher— Has  the  i-encleman  had  any  f  xpe- 
rience  in  buildrn<t  houses  since  the  Department 
for  the  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildiugs  has 
been  estoblishf.d ? 

Mr.  Fitzgera'd— There  is  no  law  in  Massachu- 
setts that  prevents  any  man  from  exercising  the 
trade  ot  acaipenter.    There  is  a  law  that  says  a 
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mill's  house  shall  ba  built  in  a  certain  way;  that 
tbe  length,  breadth  ana  thickness  of  the*  joists 
shall  be  so  and  so;  but  there  is  bo  Ja»w  or 
ordinance  which  says  tBat  no  man  shall  exer- 
cise Ihe  trade  ot  a  carpenter  unless  he 
receives  a  permit  from  the  Citv  Government. 
The  law  is  specific  tnat  such  and  sach  a  thing 
shall  be  put  in  a  certain  way.  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  the  passage  of  ao  ordei  that  plumbing: 
shall  toe  done  so  and  so;  but  I  ooject  to  an  orde<- 
that  says  nobody  shall  exercise  the  trade  of 
plumbing  unless  he  is  licensed  by  the  City  Gov- 
ernment. If  the  gentleman  understands  me  he 
will  see  the  difference  at,  once.  It  is  on  that  ac- 
count that  I  oppose  the  older.  IE  we  begin  here 
thete  is  no  knowing  where  we  will  stop."  I  have 
no  objection  to  the  passage  of  an  order  regulat- 
ing the  method  of  constructing  pipes;  but  I  object 
to  an  order  that  says  nobody  shall  exercise  tbe 
trade  of  plumbing  unless  he  is  licensed. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12—1  suppose,  sir,  that 
when  we  arrive  at  tin  oomt  v. hen  a  cobbler  in  the 
exerciss  of  bis  art  shall  lay  a  bur  1  en  upon  tjie 
community,  we  shall  have  tbe  right  to  say  whether 
tuat  obbler  shall  exercise  bis  calling;  aud  when 
the  time  arrive.-;  whencarpei  tars,  masons,  slaters, 
and,  in  fact,  all  the  trades  by  incotnpet»ncy  and 
t- lighting  their  work,  lay  a  heavv  burden  upon  the 
public,  who  have  no  redress  or  relief  whatever, 
tb<m  it  will  bt  perfectly  competent  lor  us  to  li- 
cense those  men.  It  wouW  be  a  good  thing  to  du, 
but  in  the  present  glorious  state  of  free- 
dom, every  man  will  do  as  be  has  a  •nine) 
to,  as  long  as  he  can.  The  qu.  stion  of 
plumbing  is  a  seiious  matter.  The  gentle- 
man b-gs  the  question  when  he  says  he  is  ;n  favor 
of  giving  rhe  Watei  Boaid  powex  to  see  how  the 
pipes  are  laid  and  plpc-d  in  buildings.  But  how 
are  ths  Water  Board  to  decide  tnat  question  ?  Are 
they  to  put  an  iu«oector  into  every  ouilding  to 
watch  all  the  plumbers,  and  -ee  that  the  joirts 
are  put  in  properly  ?  The  obj = ct  of  th  order  is  to 
prevent  harm  s.od  injury  to  the  public  service  — 
not  to  property— because  of  the  =tupidity—  or, 
what  is  worse,  'he  cupidity— of  tbe  workmen. 
This  matter  goes  deeper  than  w-)  thiDk.  There 
are  r»o  points  «sheie  the  lack  of  fideliu 
on  the  part  of  ma  y  »ho  exercise  ihe 
calling  of  plumbing  affects  the  public  si 
vice.  It  may  seem  a  tnvial  matter  to  some' 
persons,  whether  a  greater  or  less  aaiount  of  *a- 
ter  escapes,  simply  because  we  have  ar,  abun- 
dance. It  is  tiue  that  we  propose  to  h^ve  ax, 
abundance  of  pure  water  from  Sudoury  River; 
butif  it  is  to  be  unduly  waste',  what  follows? 
either  we  mu  t  lay  larger  nipes  ana  increase  tie 
i/urdeo  of  the  public  lebt  and  taxe<  in  order  to 
allow  this  waste;  or  else  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
higher  parts  of  the  city  must  put  up  with  a  low,  r 
pessure,  le-s  aecommoJatiors  and  diminished 
amount  of  water  for  use  in  the  upper  stoies  of 
tbe  houses,  simply  b-caue  of  tbe  incapacity  ai  d 
riovenliness  of  me  a  wl/o  call  tb- receives 
plumbers,  aud  who  will  get  jobs  from 
men  who  wait  to  build  cheap  houses,  fho  'ill 
put  in  inferior  plumbing,  ana  thus  interfere  with 
the  public  service  an  i  increase  the  public  debt. 
We  have  to  procure  water,  antl  provide  large  fa- 
cilities for  its  distribution.  No*,  it  app;a"s  to 
me  that  it  is  practically  impossible  ror  the  Water 
Board  to  nave  agents  in  ev?ry  building  watchi  g 
tbe  process  of  construction.  The  only  way  is  that 
the  Water  Board  shall  have  power  to  say  that  cer- 
tain plumbers  oo  no'  do  their  wort  thoroughly, — 
not  that  a  man  snail  not  no  business,  tor  rhere  is 
very  much  plumb'rg  to  be  done  that  dots  not 
affect  the  water  wo  ks— but  that  to  man  shall 
exercise  his  calling  in  eny  way  that  interferes 
with  the  public  works.  The  Sewer  Department 
have  beei  driven  to  it  bv  necessity.  E'ifteea  years 
ago  any  man  could  get  a  permit  to  enter  a  aram 
or  sewer;  ano  what  was  the  result?  Toev  would 
bieak  a  hole  in  the  sewer  and  leave  all  the  rub- 
bish inside;  and  many  times  the  city  authorities 
have  been  put  to  large  expense  to  open  sewers 
and  clean  out  tbe  brick,  mortar  and  o.her  mate- 
rial allowed  to  rail  into  it  by  the  carelessness  and 
negligence  ef  tbe=e  men.  In  other  words,  the 
Sewer  Department  was  compelled  to  restrict  the 
number  of  m;n  to  whom  f  hey  gave  licenses.  Ano 
today,  if  you  desire  to  have  a  draiu  connected 
with  a  sewer,  if  you  send  a  man  not  regularly  li- 
censed by  the  Sewer  Department,  be  cannot  get  a 
permit.  Good  citizens  do  nor  find  fault  with  the 
system,  becausejbad  men  arenotallowed  to  tamper 
witn  public  property.  Eveiy  competent  drain- 
layer  tas  this  permit,  and  consequently  no  one  is 
resiri  ted.    It  is  proper  that  tnere  should  be  such 


restrictions  in  regard  to  water,  ai  d  it  is  simp'y 
pioposed  ro  put  the  wholemattei  of  atiachiug  the 
«aier  pipes  and  mams  of  our  city  on  the  'same 
basis  that  the  Sewer  Department  has  been  ob- 
liged to  put  the  entering  of  drains  into  the  se«  e-«. 
I  hope  the  oider  will  prevail.  It  is  light  acd 
proper,  '«ud  gives  some  protection.  It  is  tne  same 
system  i  hat  other  cnies  have  been  obliged  to  take 
before  us:  and  having  s°en  the  wisdom  of  ir,  ths 
on)  v  wonder  to  i  hem  is  that  thev  did  n't  do  it  be- 
fore. Even  at  tsis  late  dav,  after  the  t  orse  has 
been  stolen,  I  hope  we  shall  be  wise  tnougo  to 
lock  the  siable  door,  and  prevent  any  dedica- 
tions in  future. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9— My  reason  for  offeiing 
the  ame:.amsnt  i-  not  because  I  oppose  the  order 
initspiesent  snaps;  in  fact,  I  am  prepared  to 
vote  for  i ;  as  it  stands,  as  I  tuink  it  is  only  a  ques- 
tion of  time  when  the  city  wih  be  compelled  to 
take  that  step.  But  the  order  seems  to  be  capable 
of  division,  ahd  tbe  objections  in  this  C /uucil 
seem  to  be  to  the  latter  portion  of  it,  and  it  oc- 
curred to  me  that  ths.t  part  might  waitaad  gieat 
good  be  gained  by  passing  tne  other  pan.  1  felt 
uowilliog  that  the  passage  of  the  order  should  bo 
jeopardized  oy  i eason  ot  on<j  clause,  and  was  in- 
duced to  offer  the  ameutlmTt. 

Mr.  No\ es  of  Ward  5— If  the  order  ua-ses  at  all. 
it  seems  to  me  thai  the  lact  in  regard  to  licensing 
plumbers  -bould  be  keot  in.  To  take  off  the  I i 
cense  p  it  would  be  like  taki.ig  off  the  head  o"  a 
horse.  The  object  of  licensing  clamosrs  is  that 
thev  will  be.  responsible  to  somer.oay.  A  plumber 
will  ccme  to  tbe  city  ior  a  license,  ano.  w'll  make 
bis  reports  to  tue  citv.  If  any  mau  is  uoiug  busi- 
ness as  a  plumber  it  will  be  no  moie  work  for  him 
to  get  a  license;  bat  if  a  plumbet  is  tound  to  do 
work  not  fit  tor  use,  his  license  will  be  i  evoke  I,  and 
of  course  he  will  lose  some  business  by  ir.  Tne  ob- 
ject of  tbe  licence  is  to  obtain  a  guarantee  of 
good  woik,  and  the  Water  Board  has  no  idea  ot 
snowing  any  paitiality.  A 'icense  will  he  given 
to  any  plumber  who  is  responsiule,  ano  his  hcess0 
will  hold  good  unnl  ce  does  work  »hi"b  isn't 
oropsr,  and  then  it  wdl  be  right  and  proper  for 
the  coard  to  re  nove  him. 

Mr.  Devereux  ot  Ward  22— If  th^re  is  an  evil, 
sir — and  no  douot  there  is — it  seems  to  me  that 
tais  is  i  'r  the  remedy  to  oe  apoliea.  I  should  ex- 
pect oy  and  oy — andlc'aim  to  be  a  mechanic  — 
that  thera  will  be  such  a  thing  as  lice  a  iug 
sail  maker.',  and  it  would  seem  to  mo  to 
be  a  queer  thing  to  have  to  come  to  the 
City  Council  to  get  a  license.  Ir  1  understand  the 
argument  of  the  gentiemau  from  Waid  12,  the 
leouedy  ?h  >ulrl  be  apnlied  in  this  wav:  If  I  should 
make  a  cheap  set,  of  sads  ana  the  vessel  shnuid 
run  on  a  lee  shore  aud  he  lost,  I  thou' a  bear  all 
ths  iitjominv.  No  »  1 1  ay  let  every  trade  stand  on 
its  merits.  Whatever  may  be  said  of  the  merits 
of  this  measure,  certain  men  wilt  get  a  large  chare 
of  the  work,  and  oth-rs  will  have  to  abandon  the 
business.  It  seems  to  me  c>  be  a  bad  state  of 
thi'.igs  when  mci  banics  have  to  apply  for  permis- 
sion to  do  business  in  ihe  city  wne  e  taey  have 
serrea  their  time.  I  have  no  doubt  tnere  are 
evils,  but  they  do  not  lie  whol'y  ;vitb  roe  plumb- 
ers. Iti  because  thbre  is  a  desire  to  build  cheap 
houses  and  get  plumbing  done  .in  the  cheapest 
possible  ui ant, er,  ano  plumbers  are  compelled  to 
put  ie  cheap  work.  It  is  an  aoricgmeni.  of  per- 
sonal rigtrts  to  say  who  shall  anj  ivho  shall  not  do 
bu-  iness,  by  adopting  a  system  of  licenses. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— It  seems  to  me  that 
the  question  now  before  the  Council  is  nut  so 
grave  as  the  remarks  of  members  opposing  the 
passage  of  this  oroer  would  imply.  We  arenoi 
aciingupont  e  expediency  of  licensing  plumbers. 
The  oroer  is  Eitnplj  to  apply  to  the  Legi  lature 
ror  authority  to  licence  plumbers  in  case  a<  y 
future  '""ity  Government  should  ceem  it  expe- 
dient. We  are  constantly  applying  for  things 
which  the  city  may  oi  niav  not  do.  For  instance, 
theord-rin  relation  to  the  wioei.ing  of  Schcol 
street  vent  tnrough  without  any  discussion ; 
but  if  that  aurhontv  is  given,  it  will  net  be  a 
very  serious  question  for  the  nsxt  or  some  futor  - 
City  Coined  to  consider  whether  that  authority 
shall  be  exercised.  Whatever  may  be  the  objec- 
tion to  licensing  plumbers,  it  seems  to  me  it  is 
safe  to  trust  the  City  Council  lo  ootain  this  au- 
thority. In  regard  to  the  argument  of  the  gea- 
tlem an  from  Ward  7,  that  we  ara  introducing  a 
system  of  license  for  men  to  carry  on  busiaess, 
a  great  many  persons  10  different  vocations  have 
to  obtain  license  now  from  the  city  of  Boston. 
People  have  to  be  lice osei  as  auctioneers  and  chim- 
ney sweeps,  and  a  man  cannot  even  keep  a  lack,  a 
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truck  or  an  inn  unless  he  has  a  license.  I  don't 
know  that  tnere  is  any  more  objection  to  licensing 
plumb-rs  than  there  is  to  licensing  any  of  these 
uccupalions.  However  gieat  the  objection  to  the 
system,  it  ,eemstomeit  will  be  time  enough  to 
consider  't  when  the  City  Council  has  authority  to 
act  upon  it. 

Mr.  Hanigan  of  Ward  1— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  10  mentions  the  wideuiug  of  School  street, 
and  toat  is  all  verj  well  so  far  as  it  goes;  but  that 
is  not  an  order  to  obtain  authority  from  the  Legis- 
lature to  abridge  personal  liberty  and  prevent  any 
individual  from  doing  business  in  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton. I  look  upon  that  as  a  n'ghc  which  we  have 
all  got.  If  a  man  wih-  s  to  go  into  business  be 
may  do  so,  a  ed  there  should  be  no  ace  passed  by 
the  Legislature,  and  no  order9  adopted  by 
the  City  Government,  to  prevent  that  man 
from  going  into  business.  We  all  know 
that  th*  plumbing  bill  m  a  house  is  a  very  costly 
one.  I  have  had  very  little  experience  in  it;  but 
I  have  had  some.  Now,  today  the  plumbers  are  a 
set  ot  verv  independent  fellows,  and  they  charge 
veiy  hard  for  ail  they  do.  I  don't  know  a  plumb- 
er who  hasn't  a  knack  of  charging  high,  and  doing 
a  very  short  day's  work,  as  business  is  managed 
now.  But  vou  license  those  gentlemen  to  oo 
busin  bss,  and  where  ar  e  w  ?  We  are  a  t  the  mercy 
of  the  plumbers,  and  there  is  no  escape  from 
them.  Will  any  act  of  the  LegislatU'8  01  ordi- 
nance of  the  city  of  Boston  make  an  honest 
plumber  of  a  dishonest  one?  Can  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  make  an  honest  man  by  an  ordi- 
nance of  the  City  of  Boston?  or  by  an  act  of  toe 
Legislature?  No  sii,  he  cannot;  nor  can  any 
plumber  put  in  a  piece  of  lead  pipe  weighing  2% 
pounds  to  the  foot,  if  a  piece  weighing  1%  pounds 
to  the  loot  will  answer.  You  cannot  make  them 
honest  by  ordinance.  They  luay  all  be  r  onest  for 
aught  I  know.  My  work  was  "oone  well,  it  has 
been  in  some  time,  and  the  pipe  has  n't  burst  yet. 
Now,  speaking  of  inspeetois,  the  gentleman  fiom 
W  ard  12  says  we  n  ust  have  an  inspec- 
tor in  every  building.  Well,  sir,  in  anew  buiid- 
i'g  a  man  can  prv  up  a  boatd,  gaugb  Ms 
pipe  ad  ascertain  whether  it  is  o^e  or  two 
pounds  to  the  foot;  and  the  man  can  notify  the 
inspectoi  that  he  will  begin  plumbing oi  aceitain 
day,  and  it  is  easy  to  ascertain  whets  er  the  work 
is  done  corectly.  Four  or  five  men  can  manage 
the  wd'oIl  business,  and  1  venture  to  say  that  the 
men  no  *  in  Iospector  of  Buildings'  Department 
will  do  that  business  very  easily.  They  are  not 
obliged  to  go  to  a  building  and  sit  upon  the 
foundation  ti'l  the  place  is  locked  n  p  and  sweut 
out.  Not  f.t  all.  They  go  theienow;  they  see 
whether  it  is  light  or  hard  buck.  Any 
man-who  i"  a  judge  o"  plumbing — I  don't  caie 
whether  he  is  a  practical  plumber  or  not — can  tell 
whether  the  gipe  is  he  right  bind  a:)d  whether  it 
is  propetly  placed.  School  street  interferes 
with  oooody's  bread  aad  butter:  but  you  license 
all  the  old  plumbers  at  a  you  prevent  every  young 
man  from  ?oing  into  business,  until  all  the  old 
plumbers  ate  dead  and  b.  ried.  The  plumbers 
will  all  be  like  tne  t><  ston  Gas  Company — a  great 
monopoly — a  d  w  -  cannot  afford  to  have  the  ol  i 
men  monopolize  all  the  busi.ie-s.  If  thts  act 
passes  you  will  find  just  as  many  advocates  of 
tne  system  in  the  r'ext  Gove'cmeot  as  vou 
see  tonight.  It  is  such  a  little  thing  that  it  Oon't 
amount,  to  aiytning.  Thev  speak  of  licensing 
drain  diggers.  Tue  gentleman  knows  veiy  well 
that  a  mau  just  going  into  business  caanot  get  a 
license  to  entei  a  sewer.  It  is  a  well-known  fact. 
1  applied  fo'  a  license  for  a  vouuj  man  who  is  do- 
ing a  large  e  mount  of  business  and  1  was  told 
that  he  couldn't  get  it  for  some  time  brcause 
there  was  too  much  red  tape,  a  '•d  he  had  to  pay  a 
man  $10  a  cay  for  looking  at  that  drain  two  or 
three  times  a  day  while  th?  wo<k  was  going  on. 
It  isn't  just  to  ask  the  Legislature  to  give  this  or 
any  future  City  Gov^ri  ment  toe  right  tosav  what 
mechanics  :  hall  do  business  in  th*  city  of  Boston. 
They  might  just  as  wed  say  that  because  a  sate 
happens  to  blow  off  a  roof  aad  hit  somebody  on 
the  head  that  all  slateis  must  be  licensed. 

Mr.  Wilson — Tne  getilcnan  talks  about  red 
tape  that  is  necessary  in  receiving  a  license  under 
our  system  of  oraiuage.  I  c^.n  say  that  no  red 
tape  is  necrssary  to  do  that  at  all.  Any  voucg 
man  of  presumed  qualifications,  who  is  recog- 
nized as  a  mason  of  expenenca  and  can  giv« 
bonos  to  repair  any  damage  to  the  public 
property,  will  'leceiye  a  liceose,  and  it  will 
not  be  taben  fiom  him  till  he  has  shown 
by  malpractice  that  he  is  n't  fit  to  have  it.  And 
that  is  just  the  system  I   want  to  see  introduced 


in  the  matter  of  plumbing.  Any  man  of  fair 
qualificattops  w'll  get  a  license,  and  I  don't  see 
Uow  any  gentleman  can  see  a  hardship  in  it.  The 
fity  has  alarge  interest  at  stake.  My  boy  has  rhe 
right  ro  buy  newspapers  and  hawk  them ;  but  by 
the  time  he  has  cried  the  Transcript,  Journal  and 
Tiaveller  two  or  three  times  he  is  taken  up  by  a 
guardian  of  the  peace.  That  is  an  infringement 
of  private  rights.  But  why  is  it?  Because  if 
every  boy  is  allowed  to  shout  papers  in 
the  street,  it  will  become  an  intolerable 
nuisance,  and  the  system  of  license  is 
acquiesced  in.  According  to  tne  theory 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1, if  a  man  hasnoney 
enough  to  buy  a  pair  of  hor  es,  ne  oas  the  right  to 
go  into  thB  hack  business.  Ard  so  he  has,  and  he 
can  d  rive  one  horse  if  he  cannot  affoid  two.  But 
it  is  found  that  tie  promiscuous  exercise  of  that 
cailina  iterfeies  with  public  interest,  and  it  is 
restricted.  Any  man  hasa license  who  is  vouchxl 
for  by  eood  citizens,  and  it  is  not  revoked  except 
tor  cause.  We  acquiesce  in  it  and  the  public  are 
protected.  So  m  relation  to  teams.  Anw  mao  bas 
the  right  to  go  into  the  teaming  business; 
it  is  a  natural  right  and  noboay  has  the 
right  to  interfere.  But  experience  has  shoitn 
that  there  is  a  public  light,  and  consequently  the 
rule  has  been  aoopted  that  teamster*  and  truck- 
in  eu  shall  have  a  license.  Tne\  cannot  tun  all 
over  the  city,  but  must  have  stands  in  oarticular 
places.  The  system  has  been  found  to  be  wise, 
and  it  does  n't  interfere  with  anybooy's  just 
rights,  and  today  any  man  can  purchase  a  team 
anu  carry  on  the  Diisiness.  The  license  <s  a  guar- 
antee that  they  wid  tran-act  therr  bust<e«sso 
that  it  will  uifsirere  witl'  no  ODe.  If  I  have  more 
monev  than  I  need  to  use,  and  my  neighbors 
want  to  deposit  something  with  me  as'securitv  for 
a  loan,  whv  cannotl  r  o  itas  well  as  if  I  were  toap- 
vance  it  upon  a  b^nd  and  mortgage.  We  don't 
presume  to  licence  anybody  to  loan  money  on 
mortgages;  that  is  atifbetween  men;  only  indi- 
viduals are  interested,  and  there  is  no  way  in 
which  the  public  interest  comes  in.  But  when  it 
roiies  to  aavaocii  g  money  upon  chattels,  as  is 
done  by  pawnbrokers,  tkj  public  interest  comes 
in,  because  there  is  an  inducement  for  dishonest 
pt ople  to  steal,  and,  as  they  say,  shove  the  prop- 
erty up  the  spoit.  Consequently  we  find,  io  the 
administration  of  the  Government,  that  a  pawn- 
broker must  be  licensed,  and  no  m?n  of  standing 
and  reputation  ca:<  any  difficulty  in  getting  a  li- 
cense; ano,  havirg  a  license,  he  is  under  bonds  to 
tvansact  his  business  so  as  not  to  ioterfete  with 
the  public  interest,  or  he  is  diiven  outof  busioess. 
And  it  is  proper  and  right.  It  has  been  found  net 
tobe*iseto  have  everybody  doing  the  hqu"r 
business,  because  it  interferes  with  public  light*. 
According  to  t  e  gi-nt  email  from  Ward  1,  if  I 
have  mor.ev  enough  to  buva  mug,  a  fewpipes  and 
a  keg  of  be-r,  I  have  the  tight  to  iua?  dtam  shop. 
But  it  has  been  fou  n  wise  to  restrict  tbatttade, 
and  it  is  generally  aequ  esoed  in  except  by 
some  of  our  straight-backed  friend-*.  It  i^  wise 
and  proper.  As  I  said  at  the  outsat,  fcha 
system  of  plumbing  is  Phown  to  be  so  con- 
nected with  the  public  interest,  and  it  lias 
bee-,  carried  on  so  diverse  to  the  public 
interest,  that  it  is  wisr  and  proper  at  the  pre°e»c 
time,  to  bring  that  cal  ing  under  the  sane  a-guia- 
t-ons  as  other  such  callings  are.  It  is  not  tore- 
strict  the  calling.  A.nv  petson  who  can  siow 
vouchers  and  give  bo  as  to  protect  the  oublic  in- 
terest win  get  a  license.  The  gentleman  font 
Ward  1  dOi't  doubt  that.  Any  yoaog  workman  who 
can  be  recommended  by  the  man  wich  whom  be 
learned  his  tradr  can  get  a  license ;  but,  having 
that  licen-e,  he  is  bound  to  execute  his  calling  m 
such  a  way  ana  by  such  methods  fiat  rhe  public 
interest  will  not  suffer;  and  if  ch"  public  interest 
does  suffer,  eitoer  through  hi",  carelessness  or 
cupulitv,  thes  the  li  ense  can  be  withdrawn.  I 
ask  in  all  truth  &■  d  soberness  if  'hat  is  n't  right. 
I  have  b^n  asked  to  consent  to  the  passage  of  the 
order  •'vitb  the  license  pan  left  off.  It  is  n't  my  mo- 
tion. I  was  askea  what  I  thought  of  it,  ad  as 
the  order  cotnmet  ds  itself  to  my  judgment  1  to  all 
vote  for  it  entire. 

Mr.  Harmon  of  Ward  6— There  must  be  a  line 
drawn  b-tween  which  trades  shall  be  licensed 
and  which  shall  not  be;  and  we  are  asked  to  say 
that  it  is  necessary  to  have  plumbers 'icen  ed. 
For  one,  I  don't  believe  in  it.  I  don't  believe  the 
time  has  arrived  when  we  should  restrict  plump- 
ers. Everv  gentleman  must  know  by  experience 
that  if  I  want  a  man  to  fix  my  drain,  he  tell«  me 
there  ate  but  few  men  who  can  do  it,  and  it  takes 
t'ome  tim?,  and  I  have  got  to  w:-it  my  turn.    But 
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if  I  w?,nt  water  fixtures  put  in,  I  can  have  it  c'otie 
iu  an  hour.  If  plumbers  are  licensed,  we  shall  be 
in  the  same  position  that  we  are  in  regard  to 
drain  diggers.  I  doo't  believe  the  time  has  coim 
tor  it. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  9—1  Suppose  this  whole 
matter  turns  on  the  waste  of  water.  1  certainly 
do  not  fael  at  liberty  to  vote  to  obtain  authority 
to  mate  an  ordinance  that  will  deprive  a  man  of 
the  privilege  of  improving  his  real  estate  if  he 
chooses  to,  and  I  think  you  do  that  when  you  spec- 
ify bow  a  houS'3  shall  be  built.  If  the  waste  of 
water  is  the  grand  trouble  tue  Water  Board  have 
the  remedy  m  their  own  hards.  I  shall  not  vote 
to  ask  lor  authority  of  this  kind;  but  it  appears 
to  me  it  can  be  done  bv  %  sy«tem  that  has  already 
been  partially  introduced  into  rhe  city  by  the 
Water  Board,  and  toat  is  by  introducing  meters. 
If  a  man  who  builds  a  house  is  compelled 
to  buy  meters,  so  that  be  win  pay  for  what  water 
is  used,  b<i  will  be  economical  and  employ  men  to 
do  it  so  that  the  water  will  be  saved.  It"  it  is  propei, 
I  would  move  to  recommit  the  order  to  the  Water 
Board  with  instructions  to  consider  the  expe- 
diency of  asking  for  authority  >o  put  meters  into 
ail  bouse*  at  tue  expense  of  the  owners.  I  don't 
buow  of  anv  better  w?„v  of  remedying  the  ivi\. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald—  Cue  argument  ot  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  is  very  ingenious;  but  that  argu- 
ment wjuld  justify  the  Council  m  passing  an  or- 
der co  ask  for  an  act  of  tbe  Legislature  requiting 
alltiadas  to  be  licensed.  In  a  government 'ike 
ojrs  the  only  thing  justifying  a  restriction  of  in- 
dividuals to  do  certain  things  under  a  license  ii 
that  public  necessity  has  become  so  great  that  it 
is  absolutely  necessary,  tor  the  ptoteccion  of  the 
public,  to  supervise  ceitam  trades  and  compel  a 
pe  sou,  before  exeteising  his  trade,  to  procure  a 
license.  Now,  b.s  such  a  time  arrived  in 
.  the  plumbing  business?  That  is  the  ques- 
tion. The  only  excuse  is  the  wa  te  of 
water,  and  I  should  hesitate  before  voting 
ror  the  passage  of  such  an  order  as  that,  or  have 
it  go  forth  to  the  Legislature  that  we  asked  for  a 
Lawgiving  us  vuthority  to  pass  o;dinances  in 
which  that  idea  is  incorporated.  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  10  says  it  means  nothing.  That  o  der 
means  that  it  is  the  sense  of  those  who  vote  for  it 
that  such  a  thing  ought  to  be;  that  such  a^  ordi 
nance  ought  to  exist,  and  it  will  go  u;>  to  the 
Legislature  as  having  tbe  indorseur-nt  of  ihe 
City  Council  of  Boston.  I  don't  believe  iu 
it,  and  I  doo't  think  the  time  h?s  arrived 
wnea  we  should  restrict  them.  There  s.re 
other  remedies  for  tht-,  evil,—  one  Las  been  indi- 
cated by  the  geotlemau  from  Ward  9.  I  do.i't 
th  nk  the  nuisance  has  become  so  great  that  to 
orevent  it  we  must  pass  an  order  that  nobody 
shal"  exercise  th?  peculiar  calling  of  a  plumber  in 
the  city  of  Boston  t  itb  tut  a  licen«e. 

Mr.  Pierse  of  Ward  11  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  think  this  is  a  gre  t 
mountain  male  out  of  a  email  molehill.  If  any- 
body will  very  cat efully  read  thn  order,  he  will 
s^e  ho  necessity  for  the  part  the  gentleman  fro  n 
Ward  9  has  moved  to  strike  out.    What  is  the  sab- 


stance  of  it?  For  th9  Mayor  "to  petition  the  Gen- 
eral Court,  at  its  next  session,  for  the  oassage  of 
an  act  authorizing  t.h.3  City  Council  to  make  ordi- 
nances and  by-l<r.ws,  from  time  to  time,  regulatiug 
the  iutioductiou  and  use  of  ail  w&terpioes  and 
water  fixtures  connected  directly  or  in  lirectly 
with  the  Boston  Water  Work->."  Lhat  is  enougb, 
sir;  no  need  to  say  anything  about  licensing 
plumbers.  Supreme  control  is  given  to  the 
Water  Board  to  introduce  sucn  water  fixtures  as 
tbey  see  fio;  therefore  no  necessity  for  saying  any- 
tbicg  about  plumbing.  Not  the  least  necessity 
for  i ; .  Let  the  order  pass  without  saying  any- 
thing about  plumber  -,  and  it  will  cover  the  whol? 
ground.  The  objection  last  yt-ar  was  becs,.tseit 
was  supposed  that  certain  fixtures  w.ere  to  be  pie- 
scribed  by  the  Water  Board.  But  give  the  Water 
Boai  d  power  to  cootrol  tbe  introduction  pt  water, 
and  cav  nothing  a'sout  plumbing  at,  all,  and  vou 
will  accompUsb  all  you  desire. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— By  an  amendment  to  the 
ordinal  ces  (page  100  ot  the  Revised  Ordinances) 
"The  Cochituate  Wat<  r  Board  snail  have  power  to 
ascertai  .  by  meters  the  quantity  of  water  used  in 
any  case."  So  there  is  no  necessity  for  the  mo- 
tion io  recommit. 

Mr.  Morrison — I  doo't  believe  that  gives  the 
Water  Board  authority  io  pat  a  metei  into  a  bouse 
and  caarg6  it  to  the  owner.  My  idea  is  that  they 
•;oail  have  power  t)  compel  tje  owner  to  pay  for 
the  meter  in  his  house. 

The  motion  o  recommit  was  lost:  the  amend- 
ment cf  Mr.  Jaques  was  adopted  and  the  order  as 
amend  el  was  passed — 34  for,  15  against. 

Sent  up  for  concurrence  in  the  amendment. 

THE  NEW  CHARTER. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  moved  to  take  from  the 
tiles  the  new  draft  of  tbe  city  charter,  urging  fhe 
necessity  of  considering  the  subject,  and  giving 
notice  'hat  he  should   cuove  to  specially  r>-sigu  it. 

The  question  was  put,  a utl  tbe  Chair  being  it: 
di.ubt,  the  yeas  aud  ndys  were  ordered  on  motion 
ot  Mr.  Kimball,  and  the  charter  was  taken  from 
the  files— veas  36,  nays  20. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Srackett,  Butgess,  Clarke,  Crock- 
er, Cushing,  Cushmau,  Damon,  Day,  Felt,  Fitz- 
gerald, (lOldthwait,  Guild,  Harmon,  Hiscoc!?. 
Howes,  Jaques,  K'lnball,  Leighton,  Molev,  Morri- 
son, Newtof,  Page,  P*ik«-r,  Fierce,  Rice,  Samnson, 
Sprag:e,  Stacev,  Sweetser,  Wads  worth,  Wal- 
b'idge,  Willi  comb,  Whittnore,  Wilbur,  Willcutt. 
Wilson— 36. 

Nay.i — Messrs.  Anderson, Barrv,Cawl?y,  Collins, 
Deveieux,  Duggar,Ed  vards,  Flyno,  Hicks,  Kel- 
loy,  Kiag^bury,  Kingsley,Moonej>,Noyes,  Osborne, 
Power,  Shaw,  Sibley,  To  .cher,  Walsh— 20. 

Absent  cr  not  voting— Messrs.  Bsr.t,  Burditt, 
Covle,  Curtis,  Fitzpatrick.  Harngan,  Lappeo, 
Lo:g.  Loring,  Murray,  Peabodv,  Perkins,  Smith, 
Tiain',  Trull,  Woods— 16. 

On  motion  ot  Mr.  Kimball  the  subject  was  spe- 
cially assignertfor  next  Thursday  eve  ing  at  eight 
o'clock. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5  tbe  Council 
adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

NOVEMBER    8,    1875. 


Regular  meeting  at  f  nur  o'clock  P.M.,  Alder- 
man Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS. 

Police  Officer— William  Stephens,  for  special 
outy  m  Fa,aeuil  Hal}  Market,  in  place  of  H.  P.  Hor- 
ses, resigned. 

Special  Police  Officers— L.  A..  Lyon,  Congress 
Building;  Julius  a.  SweetlandJNortcu  O.  Payson, 
Broadway  M.  E.  Churcb. 

Severally  confirmed, 

Police  Officers— Joseph  D.Bogan,  Lory  D.  Chap- 
man. 

Laid  over. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE. 

The  expediency  of  constructing  severs  in  Cedar 
streec,  Roxbury,  between  Hawtnoraa  street  and 
Lambert  avenue;  aod  in  Tyler  street,  northerly 
fioin  Harvard  street,  was  consideied  on  orJers  of 
notice  tor  neanngs.  No  one  appeared  to  object, 
and  the  matters  were  recomnnttea  to  thq  Com- 
mittee on  Severs. 

PETITIONS,  ETC.,  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  tieivers.  Notice  from  the 
town  of  Brooklme  ot  intention  to  lay  out  a  tow  > 
sewer  trom  Washington  street  to  Charle-  Rivei. 

Notice  from  Charles  A..  Booth,  Constable,  10 
the  city  net  to  use  the  material  for  the  Biylston- 
street  &e«er,  belonging  to  C.  L.  O'Neil,  and  i  ow 
under  atrachmeot. 

To  the  Committee  on  Armories.  Company  D, 
Fourth  Battalion  of  Infautry,  for  new  heating  ap- 
paratus for  tiuir  armoiy. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  A.  H.  Allen,  for 
a  lamp  at  ooroer  ot  Allen  sf°et  ana  Allen  court. 

Jona  han  Stone  asd  others,  for  a  lamp  on  Tufts 
street. 

Totlie  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  John  H.  Walsh,  for  leave  t'>  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  for  three  bosses  oa  Goroonand 
Cambridge  streets.  Ward  19. 

George  H.  Norman,  for  leave  to  ocuipyane»v 
brick  stable  for  thiee  horses  on  Beacon  street, 
No.  343. 

To  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department.  G.  G. 
Kennedy  et  al.,  that  a  c'oct  be  placed  on  the 
cbuich  at  the  corner  ol  MorelaDd  and  Copeland 
streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  Daniel  O'Calla- 
ghan,  151  Leverett  street,  for  the  enforcement  of 
the  license  act  upon  illegal  venders  in  bis  vicinity. 
Petitioner  has  a  retail  licens-  ot  the  first  class,  and 
complxios  that  ceitaia  unlicensed  partie"  in  bis 
vicmity  ars  illegally  selling  intoxicating  liquors, 
against  whom  he  ha*  made  frequent  complints, 
but  they  are  still  allow  3d  do  carry  on  their  nefari- 
ous business. 

J.  Roberta,  for  leave  to  maintain  a  lantern  in 
front  of  the  Everett  Hou^e,  at  corner  of  Washing- 
ton acd  Caond-n  srreets. 

S.  A.  D.  Shep-oard,foi  leave  to  maintain  a  pro- 
jecting moitar  at  corner  of  Dover  and  Wasb- 
i   gton  sireets. 

C.  H.  Trott  et  al.,  that  the  cloc*  projecting  from 
store  of  George  M.  Stevens  &  Co.,  on  Sudbury 
street,  be  allowed  to  remain. 

Joseob  T.  Biown  &  Co.,  that  a  projecting  sign 
at  504  Washington  street,  be  allowed  to  remain. 

GtorgeL.  Hovey,  for  1eave  to  maintain  a  pro- 
jecting li'-itern  at  8  Avery  street. 

Boston  Wesleyan  Association,  for  'eave  to  main- 
tain their  la-' tern  at  36  Bromfipld  street. 

John  Cullen  for  leave  to  maintain  his  lam  em  at 
181  JSor'n  street. 

Augustus  Smith  et  al.,  that  a™  ornamental 
lamp  projecting  from  ths  front  of  26  Kneeland 
street  be  allowed  to  remain. 

George  D.  Ricker,  for  leave  to  maintain  a  mor- 
tar over  his  store,  178  Salem  street. 

George  H.  Tibbet,  that  a  projecting  sign  at  86 
Friend  street  be  allowed  to  remain. 

E!i  Thayer,  that  a  projecting  sign  at  384  Hano- 
ver street  be  allowed  to  remain. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Petitions  for  edge- 
stones  in  front  of  estates  of  Ivory  Harmon  at  cor- 
ner of  Moieland  and  Coneland  streets;  Aogela  A. 
Skinner,  on  Towosend  street;  H.  McAllister, 
Aib'ngton  avenue,  Waro  22;  for  brick  sidewalk  in 


froct  of  estates  of  citv  of  Boston  on  Prospect  and 
Edgeworth  streets,  Charlestown;  for  edgestones 
and  brick  sidewalk  in  front  or  estate  of  Silas  W. 
Merrill,  32-42  Holyoke  street. 

Chailes  M.  Clapp,  for  leave  to  lav  down  ao  iron 
pipe  in  Biookside  avenue. 

Union  Freight  Railroad  Company,  for  leave  to 
construct  a  turnout  on  Atlactic  wenuenear  Le?»is 
wharf. 

George„  Coyle  et  al.,  that  Norfolk  avenue  be 
macad  <miz-d. 

Ivo' v  Harmon  et  al.,  that  the  grads  of  Moieland 
stree.  be  loweieo. 

John  Ogd  n  et  al.,  tnac  P  street,  between  Third 
ana  First  streets,  be  graded  and  edgestones  set. 

Denois  Manley  et  at.,  that  Bowon  street,  be- 
tween F  and  Dorchester  streets,  ba-  paved, 

Howe  &  Wjrre  ,  tor  leave  to  maintain  a  Dost  in 
front  ot  374  Broaowa.y. 

Bentlev  &  Richardson,  for  leave  to  maintain  a 
projecting  «ign  at  33  Waltham  street. 

Louisa  Ferguson,  extcunix,  for  leave  to  main- 
taiii  a  mortar  at  <  orner  of  Dorchester  and  Eighth 
streets. 

ELECTION  RETURNS. 

Alderman  Stebbit  s,  by  consent,  submitted,  out 
of  the  ur.ual  order,  the  following: 

Th0;  Comn  itcee  on  Election  Returns,  to  whom 
was  accorded  further  time  in  which  to  examine 
and  report  upon  th;  returns  of  vott-.s  cast  on  the 
2d  inst.,  tor  Senators  aud  Repiesentacives,  have 
attended  to  that  dury, a<a  report  that  the  votes 
cast  for  those  officers  are  correctly  recorded  in 
the  Citv  Clerk's  recoi'o.  In  accordance  with  re- 
quests received  fxom  citizens  of  Wards  1,  2,  3.  4,  5, 
20  and  21,  your  eommirtee  have  counted  the  orig- 
inal ballo  s  ca«t  in  ihoe  wards  respectively  for 
R-presentatives,  and  the  results  are  as  follows: 

Ward  One. 

Ward  Return.  Committee's  Count. 

Andrew  Hall 1,143  1,142 

Eben.  M.  McPherson 1,001  1,003 

Henry  B.  Hill 1,138  1,142 

D.  A.    Tompkins 986  988 

J.L.Walsh 879  «81 

Joshua  Weston 994  996 

John   Prince 175  176 

All  others 4  4 

Ward  Two. 

Ward  Return.  Committee's  Count. 

Michael  Carney 906  896 

TSeilDoherty 884  872 

Thomas  Mooney 856  853 

Michael  Barr  788  806 

Anthony  C.Dalev 7«1  777 

William  Taylor.'. 759  767 

All  others 13 

Ward  3. 

Ward  Return.  Committee's  Count. 

Nathaniel  J.  Rust 612  612 

Thomas  Gaffield 424  425 

Charles  H.  Crosby 481  481 

Thomas  L.  Jenks 629  630 

Thomas  J.  Gargan 635  635 

Thomas  J.  Anderson 583  582 

All  others 14  15 

Ward  4. 

Ward  Return.  Committee's  Count. 

Charles  Hale 513  513 

Alexander  Wadsworth 448  446 

Samuel  Talbot,  Jr. 428  428 

A.  K.  Tilden , 415  418 

Henry  Walker: 424  4">7 

J.  B.  F.  Shields 336  336 

All  others 15  20 

Ward  5. 

Ward  Return.  Committee's  Count- 
John  J.  Murphy 303  312 

Michael  Sullivan 251  260 

Edward  J.  Jenkins 247  251 

Horace  L.  Bowker 169  167 

Richard  J.  Site 174  183 

James  L.  Bass 136  142 

George  A.  Shaw 231  257 

Francis  M.  Hughes k>9  ISO 

Robert  McCue 83  87 

Edward  J.  Holtard 12 

John  P.  Ordway 4 

All  others 13 

Ward  20. 

Ward  Return.  Committee's  Count. 

Francis  E.  Downer 643  648 

James  A.  McDonald 599  598 

AUothers 11  13 

Ward  21. 

Ward  Return.  Committee's  Count. 

JohnD.  Flynn 503  502 

Benjamin  F.  Stacey 800  801 

Aaron  O.  Buxton 668  664 

John  B.Norton 690  685 

AUothers 28  34 
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TtisT»rop?r  to  state  that  each  member  of  the 
committee  counted  all  tae  foregoing  ballots  sepa- 
rately, ant  each,  ar-ived  at  ttie  same  lesults  as  are 
above  set  toith.  The  onlv  change  from  tbe  result 
leportecl  by  the  ward  officers  is  in  Ward  5,  where 
George  A.  Shaw  is  elecred  in  place  of  Edw?axl  J. 
Jenkins.  While  great  credir  is  du?.  to  tbe  officers 
of  Wards  1.  3,  4,  20  and  21  for  the  genera1,  accura- 
cy of  their  retur  s.  the  coii>ruit<ee  feal  on 
the  otinr  hand  thst  the  discrepancies  in 
Wards  2  and  5  are  very  inexcusable.  In  the  lat- 
ter ward,  esppcially,  ths  errors  were  so  great  as  to 
lead  the  committee  to  exaniae  the  check  lists 
ai;o,  to  see  it  the  marks  theteoo  corresponded  in 
any  degree  to  tbe  number  of  ballots  found  in  the 
box.  Th-;  nuouber  of  naves  checked  on  the 
voting  l'st  of  Ward  5  was  647.  The  number  of 
ball  tsfouno  in  to?  box  wa-  688.  To  ascertain 
trie  number  of  ballots  tha  committee  counted  trie 
votes  fir  Governor,  a  id  th^  result  was  as  follows: 
Ward  Returns.  Committee's  Count. 

William  Gaston 533  468 

Alexander  H.Rice 119  261 

Johnl.Baker 1". 

And  there  were  three  blanks 

(for  Governor) 7 

688 

This  st 'te  of  facts  exhibits  gro^s  carelessness 
and  negligence  o  )  the  part  of  the  ward  officers  of 
this  ward,  who  were  careless  ir  not  checking  the 
names o?  voie<s,  or  else  in  allowing  more  than  oae 
ballot  to  be  oeposited  in  many  instances,  acd  who 
were  neg'igei  t  in  not  returni-ie  or  counting  the 
ballots  east.  It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  under  the 
new  division  of  wards  tbe  citiztns  will  think 
seriously  ol  this  very  important  duty,  and  will 
nominate  for  ivaid  officeis  some  o±  their  otst 
citizeos,  who  will  be  honest  and  att°ntive 
to  ths  deposit  or  ballots,  aid  Utellieent  ano  ac- 
curate i-i  their  returns  of  The  same.  The  proper 
performance  of  tue  duties  of  warden,  clerk  acd 
inspectors  is  of  vital  importance  in  the  election  ot 
public  officers,  ate  if  these  offices  aie  not  admin- 
istered in  the  future  with  more  regard  to  the  real 
expression  of  th*  voters  in  their  ballots,  tbe  citi- 
zens will  seek  some  other  method  of  appointing 
these  officers.  Th*  committer,  therefore,  repor.-. 
that  it  appears  from  the  recotds  in  the  case  that 
the  followieg-named  persons  have  beer,  duly 
cnocen  Representatives  from  this  city,  viz. : 
Suffolk. 

District  1— Andrew  Hall,  Henry  B.Hill,  Ebene- 
zer  M.  McPherso  o . 

District  2— Michael  Carney, Neil  Dohtrty,  Thom- 
as Mobnev- 

District  3— Nathaniel  J.  Rust,  Thomas  L.  Jenks, 
Thomas  J.  Gargsn. 

Di-tncr  4—  Cnarl-s  Hale,  Alexander  Wadsworth, 
Samuel  Talbot,  Jr. 

District  5— Jonn  J.  Murphy,  Michael  Sullivan, 
George  A.  Shaw. 

District  6— David  L.Webster,  Henry  Lee,  Rob- 
ert D.  Smith. 

District  7—  Michael  J.  Croak,  James  F.  Supple, 
Patrick  B?rry. 

District  8— W.liiam  Woods,  J.  Franklin  AppeH, 
Daniel  Noonan. 

District  9— Moses  Kimball,  James  White. 

Distxict  10— Jo-epti  h\  Paul,  Albert  E.  Pillsbury. 

District  11— Stillman  B.  Allen,  WaHace  F.  Rob- 
inson, John  H.  Cook. 

District  12— Aionzo  Warren,  Lyman  S.  Hapgood. 
Norfolk. 

District  4— William  Mo  se. 

District  3-  WUliam  S.  King,  Eb^nezer  Adams, 
Henrv  W.  Fuller. 

Districts— Frederic  P.  Moseley,  Gardner  \. 
Churchill. 

District  2— Joseph  S.  Ropes. 
Middlesex. 

District  1— Francis  E.  Downer. 

Di  tiict  2— Benjamin  F.  Stacev,  John  B.  Norton. 

District  3-Josepu  W.  Hill,  San  tiel  D.  Sawin. 

The  committee  recommend  that  the  City  Clerk 
notify  the  foregoing  persons  of  tneir  election. 
Solomon  B.  Stebbins.  ) 
Hugh  O'Bbien.  [  Committee. 

A.  A.  BUKBAGE.  ) 

Accepted. 

PAPEBS  FEOM  THE    COMMON    COUNCIL    FOR    CON- 
Cr/REENCE. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

A  reauest  of  Oochituate  Water  Board  for  a 
transfer  of  $2500  from  item  for  "Water  Works" 
to  "CbestnuL  Hill  Drive  vay"  came  np  referred  to 
Committee  on  Water.    Concurred. 


The  rspo^t  and  order  for  Mayor  to  apply  to  the 
next  Legislature  for  authority  toitgu  ate  aadcon- 
trot  the  introduction  of  water  p.p-s  and  fixtures  in 
buildings,ana  tolicenseplumcer-:,cameup  with  an 
amendment  to  stike  therefrom  all  relating  to 
licensing  plumbers.  Laid  on  the  table,  on  motion 
of  Alderman  Pi escott,  who  defied  an  opportuni- 
ty to  state  at  lei  gth  the  ieasons  wbich  induced 
the  W  atei  Board  to  qsk  tbe  City  Coune.l  to  apply 
to  the  Legislature  for  auchoiity  to  license  plumb- 
ers. 

THE  SCHOOIi-STEEET  WIDENING. 

An  order  came  up  for  the  Mayo-  to  petition 
Legisl  tnre  tor  authority  to  wi„en  School  strt-et 
on  the  northerly  sice  by  taking  a  portion  of  King's 
Chapel  Burial  Ground/ 

Alderman  Burrage— It  seems  to  me,  at  fiist 
glance,  that  it  i«  n't  wi.«e  to  petition  the  Legisla- 
tuie  for  authority  to  make  this  imnrovtment.  The 
wineuing  will  take  place  sometime,  no  doubt,  out 
it  will  do  as  well  to  paco  the  order  fiv  years  from 
now  as  at  present.  Uoless  it  has  got  to  be  done 
next  year  it  is  n't  uecessaiy,  it  seems  to  me,  to 
petition  for  liberty  io  do  it  now. 

Aldermaa  Power — I  was  about  to  make  ths 
same  remark  that  tbe  Alderman  from  Wa  d  10 
juRt  trade.  I  don't'  suppose  any  Alderman  here 
thinks  it  is  judicious  tor  the  City  Government  to 
entertain  the  thought  of  spending  the  amount  of 
moje«  that  is  n.-cessary  to  widen  School  street 
curing  tbe  coming  year.  The  reasons  for  riot  oo- 
ing  so  have  been  so  fully  ret  before  the  Board 
d.uring  the  past  ys-r,  that  it  seems  to  me  to  be 
uni  ecessary  to  take  up  time  in  repeating  them. 
It  seems  to  me  that  ihis  Board  cannot  contem- 
plate or  think  of  going  into  it  in  tbe  coimcg  jear, 
ana  therefore  it  is  not  necessary  to  pass 
this  order.  It  might  be  laid  in  reply  that 
th*  ie  is  no  harao  in  getting  this  authority;  but 
everfboay  who  ha>  Sad  experience  in  this  Board 
bnoisthat  that  sort  ot  *  thing  i)  ways  co mine n- 
ct-s  soon  after  you  have  got  ihe  authority.  The 
deed  is  apt  to  be  done.  Unless  this  Board  believes 
that  it  is  a  proper  and  judicious  thing  to  do,  I 
thioK  we  had  better  rot  pass  this  oioer.  I  doo't 
believe  iJ  is  a  proper  thi^g  to  do,  ard  I  shall  vo*e 
against  the  order  becau  e  u  is  daugeiou*  to  have 
such  orders  pass.  There  is  no  need  of  it  unless 
you  want  to  make  the  improvement  now.  When 
such  authority  is  once  obtained,  I  notice  that  the 
tbing  is  alwavs  wanted,  and  the  pressure  is 
broug'ht  to  bear  wnen  that,  obstacle  is  re- 
moved. Therefore  I  nope  we  shall  not 
pass  this  order.  I  shall  vote  against 
it.  as  1  am  of  tne  opinion  that  I  have 
beeu,  that  it  is  injudicious  to  spend  the  amount 
of  mocey  involved.  The  argument  cannot  be 
used  that  it  ean  be  done  cheaper  now  than  it  can 
hereafter.  There  is  no  prospect  of  any  chanae  in 
tbe  value  of  this  property,  and  it  can  be  done  as 
cheaply  hereafter  as  now;  and  five  years  hence  I 
think  tli e  city  of  Boston  will,  by  judicious  man- 
agement, be  able  to  do  it.  Therefore,  I  hope  it 
will  not  pass. 

Alderman  Worthingtoo  -It  seems  to  me  that  a 
little  courtesy  is  due  to  the  Council  in  this  mat- 
ter. They  thick  differently  from  what  we  do, 
and  they  passed  this  order  by  a  handsome 
majority.  They  look  at  School  street,  and  they 
see' an  important  thorougi-fare  very  much  crowd- 
ed. In  theii  opinion  it  sboulti  be  given 
to  the  Street  Coruinissiooeis,  that  they  may  at 
tbe  proper  time  recommend  the  widening.  Every 
one  of  us  know?- that  tha  street  has  got  to  be 
widened.  It  is  one  of  the  most  impoi  tan t  streets 
in  tbe  city,  and  I  think  it  should  be  one  of 
the  first  that  the  commissioners  should  commev  ce 
upoTi  when  obey  begin  the  widening  of  streets 
in  tbebu^iress  part  ot  the  city.  I  do  not  know 
that  it  would  be  done  next  year;  but  the  Street 
Commiscioners  looked  upon  it  so  favorably 
last  year  that  |they  made  calculations  of 
the  cost,  and  I  am  sure  they  believe 
it  is  one  of  tbe  wideuings  which  must 
take  place.  Facilities  for  doing  business  roust  bo 
kept  up.  if  we  are  to  have  a  great  comnier- 
eial  citv,  and  tbe  time  will  soon  come  when  it 
must  be  widened.  Therefore  I  say  this  Beard  ot 
Aldeimen  should  concur  with  the  Council  and  ask 
the  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature  for  authori- 
ty to  wideu  that  street  when  the  proper  time  ar- 
rives. 

Alderman  O'Bicn—  I  believe  this  order  i'  alto- 
gether premature,  and  that  we  ought  tj  vote  it 
down  without  any  hesitation.  I  also  believe  that 
School  3treet  must  be  wioencd  at  some  future  day, 
but  at  present  I  look  upon  it  as  rather  a  distant 
one.    Our  municipal  indebtedness  has   increased 
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so  rapidly  within  a  few  years  tbar  if  be 
giiis  to  i-.larm  our  most  sensible  an  J  pro- 
dent  citizens,  and  iheie  must  be  some  lirai'  ro 
tbis  indebtedness  The  interest  on  our  f  u  ided 
debt  at  toe  present  time  would  pay  tbe  entiie  ex 
penieof  tbe  City  Government  a  few  year?  ago. 
Do  Aldermen  ever  think  of  thai?  The  interest 
on  our  funded  debt  would  actually  pay  tbe  entire 
current  expenses  of  the  Citv  Govern  me  at  cot  a 
g  eat  many  v-ars  ago.  We  incurred  large  debts 
on  a  conut  of  the  war  and  tbe  fir?,  and  still  largei 
on  account  of  tnese  st:eet  wideciugs  and  open 
rags;  and  I  sav  they  must  be  stopped.  The 
other  eve^iug  one  of  the  Aloer  nen  congratulated 
our  citizens  that  we  had  ie  uced  the  taxes  $>2 
on  a  thousand  tbis  year.  I  was  sor>y  I  could  not 
agree  witl)  hrm.  We  bave  nominally  reduced  V  e 
taxes  $2  on  a  toou  and;  but  waen  Tbe  real 
estate  of  t'^e  city  will  u"t  sell  for, 75  percent, 
ot  the  assessed  value,  instead  of  reducing  taxation 
two  dollars  on  the  thousand,  if  the  assessment 
bad  been  propsrly  mads  i  tie  xats  would  aav^  been 
seventeen  dollars  on  the  thousand.  I  say  we  must 
put  a  stop  to tb'se  street  widening*  and  expensrv  > 
jobs,  if  we  don't,  want  tbe  ci  y  tj  become  bank 
rupt. 

Alderman  Wortbingtorj — I  fully  agr^e  with  the 
Ah1  era  an  that  we  must  put  a  stop  to  the  mest 
expensive  st  eet  widenings.  Bat  wbat  is  this 
one?  Wepioposefo  make  it  twenty  feet  wider. 
It  is  asked  lor  by  th-  abn'tersoa  bocb  sides;  th°v 
come  fuward  acd  say  they -re  able  and  willing 
to  pay  bettorm-nts  on  it,  snd  th>  bettevments 
can  Re-  exteoded  down  Water  stieet  t> 
the  Post  Office,  up  and  down  Wasbington 
street  on  each  sioe,  a  ad  I  lull*  believe  you 
cay  get  tretteime  .is  ei  ough  to  pay  tor  the  widen- 
ing. If  that  is  so,  we  should  gj  o^  with  that  im- 
provement. We  cannot  stop  because  we  bave  a 
large  debt  on  our  ban^s.  Some  things  must  be 
done,  and  vou  musi  select  tbe  more  important. 
We  cannot  stop  &ud  sav  no'ainir  nust  be  ((one. 
Whso  a  man  m  bosicess  finds  himself  with  <-„ 
large  amount  to  pav.be  cannot  say  he  will  do 
norhing;  he  must  keep  on  aud  octaiu  the  best  re- 
suHs  he  can  from  b is  business.  We  must  have 
some  streets  in  wbicb  busme-s  can  be  dene,  and 
School  street  is  one  of  them,  Ths  day  ie  not  far 
distant  wh^n  Tremont  stieet  must  be  widened 
uu  to  Boylston  street  ana  Boyist^n  street 
must  be  widened  to  the  Providence  depot,  and 
this  widening  of  School  str°et  is  a  part  of  tee 
series  of  great  improvements  thai*  will  provide 
facilities  for  rhe  easy  accomplishment  of  business 
acd  at  a  less  expense.  AVe  mav  shut  out  eyes  aud 
build  ai  iron  fence  ci  Tremoot  -trtet,  but  I  tell 
vou  the  peocle  »ni  rife  and  say  thev  will  have 
facil.ties  for  doing  business,  ard  demand  that  the 
street  shrill  be  widened  that  th-y  may  accom  lisb 
the  work  necessary  to  be  done  iq  ordar  to  make 
tbis  the  great  city  that  it  is  to  be.  It  is  iole  to  say 
we  must  stop  spending  money,  for  th*  money 
must  be  spent.  I  allow  no  man  to  go  further  than 
I  do  in  practising  economy;  but  icis  economical 
to  spend  tbis  money. 

Alderman  Power— When  th?  gentleman  froj 
Ward  15  was  first  uc,]be  said  we  oug'it  to  pass  this 
order  because  it  was  passed  by  tbe  Commo  n  Coun- 
cil without  a  dissenting  vote.  I  see  by  tba  min- 
utes that  it  passed  tne  Council  without' one  sirgle 
comment  on  the  Older,  without  one  single  wo  d 
of  debate.  Now,  I  suppose  the  reason  such  an 
important  order  passed  the  Council  was  because 
gentlemen  thought  that  the  order  in  itself  doe-* 
no  haim;  that  it  is  simply  to  authorize  bis  Honor 
the  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature.  But,  as  I 
said  before,  we  all  tnow  the  great  power  and 
prestige  that  the  passage  of  such  an  order 
gives  to  any  measure.  Unless  «vs  firmly 
believe  it  is  a  good  thing  to  do  "next 
year,  we  ought,  rot  to  tia^s  tbis  order;  ana  I 
don't  believe  tbis  Boara  thinks  it  is  goodpolics 
for  the  city  to  go  into  an  expenditure  ot  half  a 
million  dollars  in  the  widening  of  one  street  Dext 
year.  No  one  can  dispute  the  tact  slated  by  tbe 
Alderman  from  Ward  14,  tbat,  although  ostensibly 
or  appaiently  cur  rate  of  taxation  is  lower  than 
last  year,  it  is  in  reality  bigher  than  it  should  be, 
for  in  almost  every  oublic  sale  the  assessed  valua- 
tion has  proven  to  be  mnre  t'-ian  tbe  market 
vaiae  of  the  estate.  Scaicely  any  real  es- 
tate offeieb  by  auction  brings  its  assessed  val- 
uation, and  theielore  we  pay  more  taxes 
tban  we  really  ought  to.  Every  man  in 
business  ■  today  knows  taat,  to  his  own 
cost.  I  feel  thai  this  burden  is  more  everj  year 
thaa  tbe  people  a"re  able  to  bear,  and  that  it  must 
be  reduced,  and  to  do  that  we  must  put  up  with 


some  inconvenience.  Owing  to  the  great  falling 
i  ft  m  business,  the  inconvenience  does  n't  begiu 
to  be  vvhat  it  was  a  tew  yeais  ago.  I  am  sorry  ro 
oay  it.  but  it  mu-t  be  apparent  to  everybody  that 
dnce  tbe  great  stagnation  in  t'ade  tbe  iuconve- 
mencs  is  sot  near  so  great  aj  it  was.  Therefore,  I 
lope  the  ordei  will  roc  pass.  It  shoild  not  pass 
unless  this  Boaid  deem  it  expedient  to  make  that, 
improvement  uext  year. 

Aldeiuiau  Prescott— It  seems  to  me  thai  to  in- 
telligently consider  a  matter  of  such  imooicance 
as  this,  it  should  be  referred  to  a  committee,  who 
can  report  tbe  probable  cost  of  the  widening  and 
tbe  probable  amount  that  we  should  receive  fiom 
betterments.  The  City  Couccii  could  jurge 
woetber  tbe  benefit  to  be  derived  from  tbe  widen- 
ing would  warrant  the  outl  y.  1  think,  if  if  was 
;o  referred,  cnat  the  Alderman  from  Ward  15, 
alth  >ugh  a  member  of  >th  ,  Committee  oo  Streets, 
would  not  find  that  tbe  betterments  would 
teirly  equal  fie  cost  of  the  winenin.g.  I  think 
we  should  ttceive  fvom  betterments,  but  a  com- 
"paratively  email  fraction  of  the  cost.  The 
order  » as  passed  by  tbe  other  bunch  wrh- 
eut  any  d  scussion  ;  but  before  it  is  passed  here, 
this  Board  should  koow  somethiug  ab  >ut  the  cost 
and  ihe  amount  to  be  leseived  from  betterments. 
In  regard  to  the  ge-  etal  princrpie  laid  down  b.i 
the  Alderman  fioin  Waid  14,  1  believe  it  is  sate 
for  us  to  consider  at  tbe  present  time  why  tbe 
burdens  of  taxation  are  so  great.  Inasmuch  as 
this  mat'er  has  not  been  reported  upon  by  a  com- 
mittee, acd  we  bave  i.o  figures  for  our  guioance. 
I  move  rbat  the  order  be  refeired  to  the  Commit- 
t-e  od  Streets. 

Alderman  Wortnington— I  would  suggest  tbac 
it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the 
part  ot  the  Board,  as  the  St  eet  Coonmissione  s 
would  make  all  toe   calculators,   aud  tbe  order, 

aving  passed  tbe  Council,  need  not  be  sent  back 
there. 

Alderman  Buirage— It  will  lie  recollected  that 
this  matter  was  before  us  eailv  this  year  anc  this 
Board  considered  it  inexpsaient  to  take  action. 
It  came  upon  a  communication  Ixom  th«  State 
Commissioners  and  it  was  deemed  inexpedient  to 
entertain  tbe  project  for  widening  it  this  year.  It 
seems  to  me  that  if  we  are  going  to  act  wisely  ve 
ought  not  to  petition  for  the  oower.  As  the  Al- 
derman from  Ward  12  said,  if  we  bave  the  power 
to  do  ii,  it  will  oe  a  great  temptation  to  get 
ir,  through  the  City  Governm-nt  by  hook 
or  by  croor.  I  agiee  with  the  Aloei- 
Qian  from  Ward  15  that  business  fa- 
cilities should  be  taken  in  o  account;  but  let  us 
wait  till  the  exigi-ncv  tor  the  widening  come-.  I 
don't  see  any  patticular  cowding  in  School  street, 
except  oy  the  carriage  s  about  the  Parker  House, 
which  will  get  the  most  benefit  from  tee  widening, 
if  it  occurs.  It  is  n't  a  great  thoroughfare,  bat  a 
cross  street,  in  provioicg  business  facilities  we 
should  not  go  to  a  larre  expense  in  advance  of  the 
exigency.  Wa  should  learn  somethiig  from  the 
example  of  some  of  our  large  railroad  coipora- 
tions  who  have  gone  upon  that  principle,  carry- 
ing it  to  an  extreme,  and  spreading  out  so  largely 
that  insolvency  is  the  r°sult. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  don't  think  any  one  is 
simple  enough  to  believe  tbat  t^e  widening  of 
School  street  means  only  the  widening  of  School 
street.  It  means  tbe  widening  of  Beacon  s  rest  to 
Park  street;  the  widening  of  School  stieet  means 
to»  opening  of  Watei  street  to  Devonshire;  and 
if  thfe  order  is  to  be  referied  to  the  committer  t<> 
inquire  into  the  expense,  I  hope  they  wil  inquite 
into  the  enttie  expense  that  such  an  order  means; 
for  it  means  neither  more  nor  less  than  the  widen- 
ing of  Beacon  street  ud  to  Park  street,  and  its  ex- 
tension through  Water  street  to  the  p  >st  office. 

Alderman  Power — Time  passes  so  rapidly  tbat  it 
seemed  to  me  rhat  it  was  last  vear  when  we  had 
this  matter  before  us;  but  the  Alderman  on  my 
left  reminds  mo  that  it  was  in  tne  eac'y  part  of 
this  year.  I  thought  then,  and  think  now,  that  it 
is  not  judicious  to  do  this  thing,  and  therefore  L 
think  tbe  proper  disposition  of  this  order  is  to  in- 
definitely postpone  it,  and  I  make  tbit  motioD. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  simply  wish  to  call  atten- 
tion to  one  fact  bearing  upon  this  order.  By  the 
minutes  of  tbe  Board  of  March  1,  I  fin  >  tha't  the 
question  was  under  discussion  on  the  communica- 
tion from  the  Street  Commissioners,  who  said  it 
was  necessary  to  procure  authority  from  the 
Legislature  in  o  der  to  make  the  »ide  ing.  Thar, 
communication  was  debated  at  some  length,  and 
fjoally,  on  any  motion,  it  was  referred  to  tbe  Joint 
Standing  Committee  on  Streets,  with  instructions 
to  report  an  approximate  estimate  of  tbe  cost  of 
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the  widsring.  I  am  not  aware  that  tte  commit- 
t  e  have  rep  rted  u-oou  that  orde< ,  a  id  I  wish  to 
get  at  the  facts  under  coe  previous  {order.  I 
should  like  to  know  what  the  committed  have 
none. 

Alderman  Power— Outside  of  any  reoorr,  I  sup- 
pose every  Alderman  is  well  aware  that  the  sum 
involved  wi  1  be  a  laigs  oce,  much  l.rger  than 
this  Boaid  will  think  of  spenoing  for  mat  object 
this  year,  and  it  sesms  to  me  thsre  is  no  use  of 
wasting  any  more  time  with  it.  If  the  Board 
thinks  it  should  not  be  don?,  it  seems  to  iue  that 
the  proper  disposition  of  the  order  would  be  to 
indefinitely  post),  one  it,  and  I  make  that  motion 

Alderman  Worthingtoa—  I  think  we  ought  ro 
co.icur  *:.ith  the  Council  in  requestiog  tbe  Mayor 
to  petition  ihe  Lsgislatu.e.  This  debac  has  gone 
a  great  deal  faither  than  the  order  contemplates. 
It  has  taken  a  sore  cf  dotf-io-the-marger  s'vle. 
Wbeo  we  act  the  authority  fiorn  the  Legislature, 
al1  this  debate  will  be  proper.  Perhaps  the  Legis- 
lature would  not  give  us  the  aathonty;  teen  the 
thine  wi  1  be  at  an  eLd.  If  we  get  the  power,  the 
f  ubj;et  may  be  put  orf  twenty  years.  At  present 
the  deoate  is  anticipating  the  subject.  All  we  ask 
is  that  the  Mayor  may  be  requested  to  petition  ths 
Legislature  for  authority. 

Alderman  Frescott  wi  hdrew.  the  motion  to  re- 
fer anri  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  The  order 
was  indefinitely  postpone,  in  non-can  iiirrence  - 
yeas  8,  nays  4: 

Yeas— Aloeimen  Bigelow,  Burrage.  O'Brien, 
Power,  Prescott,  Quincy,  S'ecbins,  Viles— 8. 

Nay-— Aldermen  Clark,  Harris,  Pope,  Wortb- 
ington — 4. 

JUBOBS    DRAWN, 

Forty-eight  traverce  jurors  were  drawn  for  tbe 
October  term  of  the  Supeiior  Court  second  ses- 
sion. 

REPORTS  OF  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Superintendent  of  North,  Scales.  Report  for 
quarter  ending  Nov.  1 :  Receipts,  $59(5.03;  paid  to 
City  Coll-  ctoi,  $169,16.    Sent  noma. 

City  Clerk.  Report  for  quarter  ending  Nor.  1: 
Received  and  paid  to  the  City  Collector,  $1377.59. 
Sent  down. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor.  Report  for  quarter  end- 
ing Oct.  31:  Receipts,  $23,136.92;  expenditures, 
$20,001.61;  balance  on  band,  $3135.31.    Sent  dawn. 

Fire  Commissioners  Report  of  fires  and  alarms 
in  October:  Total  number  of  fir^-s,  36;  confj  ed  to 
one  buildi;  g,  35;  estimated  loss  oo  builaing.  $6406; 
estimated  lo<s  on  stock,  $10  597;  f  11  insurai  ce  on 
buildings,  $28,800;  full  i  sar^  nee  on  stock,  $14,575. 
Sent  do  (vn. 

Auditor  of  Accounts.  Exhibit  of  the  state  ot 
•  he  appropriations  as  shown  on  his  books  Nov.  1. 
Follow!  i  g  is  tbs  recapitulation  : 

iPePvre°nPut!10etcS'  ^pe-ided.    Unexpen'd, 


General  $13,813,692.49 

Special 4,614,791.31 


S,944,169.<;4     $6,869,522.85 
1,366,148.96       3,248,642.35 


Sent  down. 


$18,428,483.80    $8,310,318.60   $10,118,165.20 


BONDS  APPBOVED. 

The  bonds  of  John  McConuell  and  others,  con- 
stables, beiog  presented  duly  certified,  were  ap- 
p.  oved  by  the  Board. 

LICENSES. 

Aldeirnan  Bigelow  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses, as  follows: 

HackLicer.se  Refu  ed — John  Quinn,Soutb  stieet, 
on  ace  >uur  of  objections  being  raised  by  tte 
abutters  to  a  hack  stand  at  the  proposed  point. 

Billiard  Licens"  Granted — Man'j  H.  Farnum, 
Thayer's  Build. ng,  Dorchester. 

Dealers  in  Second-bat  d  Articles  Licensed — 
Phillips  &  Devlin,  25  CDnrlos  River  avenue ;  Chi=- 
holm  &  Muoioe,  11  North  street;  Scepbeo  Bren- 
ts an,  875  Hariison  avenue. 

Intelligence  Office  Licensed— Edmund  Smith, 
Jr.,  57  Eliot  street. 

Hack  Licenses  Granted— Hugh  S.  Kearos,  56 
Cbarlestown  street;  James  J.  Cavanaugb,  Old 
Colony  House,  Kneeland  sureet. 

Wagon  Licenses  Grauted — George  Studl-y,  John 
stieet;  Edward  F.  Bre.nan,  Atlaoiic  avenue. 

Auctioneers  Licensee — Milton  Austio,  9  Milk 
street;  Fra-k  W.  Farrar,  7  Ceotral  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

Ordered,  Thai  the  license  for  a  hackstand  here- 
rof ore  granted  to  John  H.  Millike  a,  at  40  Water 
street,  si?i  I  liceose  being  numbered  609,  be  and  is 
heieby  revoked  for  causs. 

Rad  twice  and  passed. 


PBESERVATION    OF    TBEES     ON     TREMONT-STBEET 
MALL. 

Aldermaa  Burrage  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commutes  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  fee  directed  to  consider  the  sub- 
ject of  preserving  the  trees  in  the  Tremont-street 
mall  of  the  Common,  and  report  whether  it  is 
practicable  and  expedient  to  ca  vey  moisture  to 
their  roots  by  artificial  means. 
Passed.    SeDt  down. 

PBOJECTING    SIGN. 

Alidrman  Burrage  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Police,  in  favor  of  granting  tbe  pe- 
tiiion  of  American  Popular  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany for  leave  to  place  a  projecting  sign  or  fig- 
ure in  front  of  No.  226  Washington  street;  provid- 
ed, that  the  statue  which  it  proposes  to  project 
over  the  public  street  shall  besecu»ed  m  a  manner 
satisfactory  to  the  Inspector  ot  Buildings.  Ac- 
cepted. 

STABLES. 

Alsermau  WVithicgton  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board 
in  favor  of  granting  the  petition  of  Hannah  M. 
Co  >k.  far  leave  to  occupy  a  stable  on  Williams 
street,  Ward  17.    ^  ccept-  d. 

PAVING   BEPOKTS   AND  OEDERS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  reports  anl  or'ei\3 
fr am  the  Committee  on  Paving  as  follows: 

Reports  of  leave  io  withdraw  on  petitions  of 
James  Muiph.\,for  grade  damages  on  Athens 
stieet;  Samu  1  W.  Clifford,  to  be  paid  for  dam 
ages  caused  bv  defective  culvert ;  Daniel  Good'  ow 
et  al.,  that  the  bay  window  on  West  Broo'slice  es- 
tate bt  allowed  to  remain.    Severally  accepted. 

Report  that  no  action  is  rpcessaryon  the  order 
for  'he  payrng  of  Bast  Concord  stre'et.  as  the  work 
contemplated  by  the  order  is  now  in  progress. 
Accepted. 

Ordered,  ft  at  there  be  paid  to  Daniel  Cram  th» 
sum  of  $300,  in  tud  settlement  of  his  claim  for 
compensa'ion  lor  extra  work  and  material  fui- 
i  isbed  bv  him  in  buMding  a  letiining  wall  on  At- 
lantic avenu",  under  a  contract  dated  Aug.  25, 
1874;  almoin  full  settlement  of  his  <  laim  for  de- 
tention in  baiHing  said  wall;  said  sim  to  be 
charged  to  tbe  appropriation  for  the  B'irnt  Dis- 
trict. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Reoort  and  order  for  ed^e.stones  in  front  of  es 
tate^  of  J.  W.  Paige,  no  Alvstoo  street,  and  City 
of  Boston  on  Proso^cf  aod  Edgewortb  streets. 
Ord°i  '3  reac  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  and  orders  foi  buck  sidewalk  in  front 
cf  estates  of  Samuel  Stebbins,  on  Columbus  ave- 
nue, and  Charles  J.  Fox,  49  Newbury  street;  on 
Saw»er  street,  between  Sh'«mut  avenue  and 
Lenox  street.    Orders  read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  and  ones  for  edgestones  and  brick 
sidewalk  in  front  of  estate  714  and  716  East  Fourth 
sireet;  John  G.  Blood,  on  Wall  street,  Charles- 
lown:  Uriah  H.  Coffin,  72  Rut'and  square.  Order 
read  twice  and  passed. 

Schedules  of  the  coot  of  e  Igestones,  sidewalks, 
etc.,  in  Bromley  park  and  other  streets,  with 
orders  for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  the 
sane.    The  orders  weie  read  twice  a'id  passed. 

MABRET. 

Alderman  Pre-cott  submitted  a  reoort  fro  n  the 
Co xmittee  oa  Market  in  favor  of  granting  peti- 
tion of  Wales  L.  Eg^rton,  for  i-ave  to  transfer  his 
imdiviaed  half  of  lease  of  stalls  70-72  and  cellar 
12,  Faneuil  Hall  Market,  to  M.  J.  Conelaod.  Ac- 
cepted. 

TAX  ASSUMED. 

Al  eiman  Prescott  offerpd  the  following: 
Ordered,  T.iat  the  city  assume  the  taxes  on  laid 
recently  pur3based  of  J.  H.  Billings  and  others  on 
Mt.  Vernon  sireet,  West  Roxbury,  as  a  site  for  an 
eagiDe  house,  amounting  to  $13  70;  saidamount  to 
b3  cha.rged  to  the  special  appropriation  for  New 
Eogin°  Houses. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

SEWEKS. 

Aln<?rman  Hairis  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Sewers: 

Ordered,  That  the  Collector  is  hereby  directed 
to  refund  to  Nathaniel  F.  Safford  tbe  sum  of 
$215.51,  erroreously  assessed  upon  him  for  sewers 
in  Taylor,  Walnut  and  Water  streets;  also,  that 
an  ast-esscent  i  f  $39.02  and  the  costs  thpr^on,  col- 
lected from  the  estate  of  Joseph  L.  Lyon'*  hmvj 
for  a  sewer  in  Br1  men  street,  be  refunded. 

Read  twice  a   d  passed. 
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Order  tor  the  construction  of  sewers,  as  follows: 
In  Curtis  street.  West  Roxbury;  in  May  wood 
street;  in  Hayward  place.  Severally  read  twice 
and  passed. 

Order  of  notice  of  heating  on  Monday  next,  at 
four  o'clock  P.  M.,on  exoediccy  of  constructing 
a  sevvei  in  Bow  street,  between  Jenuer  and  Wcl- 
fora  streets.    Passed. 

1AM)   DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following;  from 
the  Committee  on  SUeets  on  rhe  part  of  the 
Board : 

Orders  to  pay  for  land  damages — L.  B.  Morre 
and  E.  A.  Remick,  $448,  laying  out  Swett  street; 
Frances  Wood,  $600, laying  out  Savia  Hill  avenue; 
Caroline  P.  Clime-;,  $5154,  layicg  out  Terrace 
street-;  AVaaenW.  H.  Richaid^  $2505  69,  widen- 
ing or  Bowdcin  street ;  Frances  M.  Johnson,  $43,- 
200,  wide amg  of  Congress  stieet.  Severally  read 
fwiee  and  passed. 

Order  of  notice  to  Roger  Drury,  James  W. 
Drury,  Michael  Killion,  Caroli' e  P.  Curriei,  the 
Boston  C-,r  Sprinp-  Company,  co  cfuit  on  Teirace 
street  od  or  before  the  first  day  of  Decernbei  next 
ensuing.    Passed. 

BACK  BAY  BRIDGES. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  a  reooit  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Stree's,on  oetition  of  Samanl 
D.  Crane  et  al.,  recomuieudrag  toe  passage  of  the 
folio 'icg: 

Oi  deed,  Tnar  the  Jomt  St  naiug  Co  rrni'tee  on 
Street1;  De  a<.d  they  are  hereby  autho  izea  to  con- 
tract for  the  construction  of  bridges  ovei  lhe  Bos- 
ton &  Providence  Railroad  and  the  Boston  &  Al- 
bany Rail  re ad,  iX  th«  crossing  of  We  t  Chester 
park,  in  accordance  with  plan-*  a>  <l  specifications 
prepared  by  the  City  Engineer;  the  expense  for 
constructing  aid  bridges  not  to  exceed  the  sum 
of  $145,000. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance.    Sent  down. 

DIVISION  OF  WARDS. 

Ald-rma^  Quincy  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Conmittee  on  Divi;ioa  of  Wards,  that  in  comply- 
ing with  the  insructions  of  the  City  Council  to 
submit  a  scoeme  for  the  divisioo  oi  the  city  into 
twenty -four  wards,  certain  txpenses  were  m- 
cuned  fo.  :  ervices  in  making  plans,  and  they  rec- 
ommend the  passage  ot  the  following,  to  pay  the 
same: 

Ordered,  Tt  =  t  there  be  avowed  and  pair!  to 
Daniel  Coolidge,  for  services  ia  making  p'aus 
showing  tt>e  division  of  wrds,  the  sum  of  $167, 
sain  sum  to  bechaiged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Incioentals. 

Alderman  Srebbi- s — I  would  ask  who  our  aw 
joint  r  is.    The  name  io  not  famihar  t  >  me. 

Alderman  Quincy — If  apcear-d  to  the  commit- 
tee that  it  would  be  better,  in  view  of  tnp  nesii'rt- 
bility  of  not  having  the  ma>tet  tne  subject  ot  gen- 
eral conversation,  not  to  have  the  p n.  ting  done 
by  the  Citv  Printers,  ana  anorher  one  was  ero- 
ploved.  Thee  were  certain  maps  and  plans  m  de 
for  the  convenience  of  the  committee,  and  this  or- 
der is  to  l  ay  tor  them. 

AkWmau  "Worthington—  "Where  was  thefrint- 
ing  done? 

Alderman  Qui  :cv— It  was  cone  in  snotber  State. 
The  printer  happ-ned  to  be  oiesent  at  a  me»ni  k 
of  th  *  membeis  of  the  conmittee,  and  the  work 
was  given  to  nim  In  preference  to  having  if  done 
here ,  for  the  reason  that  it  was  de-irable  rot  io 
have  the  different  plans  the  subject  or  general 
conversation  outside. 

Aldeanan  Worthington— I  want  to  uno'eistand 
whether  it  was  done  atqu'te  at  distance  from  Bos- 
ton or  not — whethet  it  was  done  in  Oregon  or 
California— or  what  State  it  was  done  in. 

AJnerman  Qui::cy— So  far  as  I  know,  it  was  dnoe 
in  Alba  y,in  the  State  of  Now  York. 

Alderman  St-  bloins — I  would  ass  whether  we 
have  not  a  punting  contract  wit1!  a  responsible 
firm  io  Boston? 

Alderman  Worthington— And  reliable. 

Alderman  Stebbins— And  whether  we  are  not 
ohi'geo  to  give  all  the  city  work  to  tbetn  ?  I  don't 
see  how  ^e  can  go  outside  so  long  as  we  have 
that  contract. 

Alderrnan  Power — It  seems  to  ma  we  are  not 
obliged  to.  for  several  departments  under  this 
Government  get  their  printing  done  wbtie  tcey 
please— some  of  the  courts,  for  inst^nc"'. 

Alderman  Presco't — I  woulo  ask  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Printing  if  tnce'sa 
new  coctract  for  doing  the  city  ptinting,  and 
whether  the  old  contract  dtd  noc  expire  some  time 
since? 


Alderman  Power— It  did  expire  some  time  since, 
hut  under  the  authoritv  vested  in  the  committee 
the  cmiract  was  renewed  for  one  vear. ' 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed.  Cent 
down. 

PROTECTION    OJF   LABORERS   IN    CONTRACTS    WITH 
THE  CITY. 

Alderman  Quincy  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Commifeeon  Ordinances  that  the  order  in/rela- 
tion io  providing  for  tne  payment  of  laborer'-'  em- 
ployed by  persons  under  con  tract  for  the  perform- 
ance of  city  work,  ought  nit  to  pass. 

Alderman  Quincv — I  shall  not  ask  the  Eoa'd  to 
accept.  >his  report  at  the  present  time,  but  shall 
move  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table  to  allow  the  corn- 
mitt»  e  time  to  state  th-  rs  son-  fo  submitting  ir„ 
The  order  wa-- iotio  need  last  Thursoay  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committse,  which  was  concurred  in 
bv  the  Council  on  the  same  evening,  and  the  com- 
mittee were  instructed  to  report  today.  They 
founn  they  had  a  verv  difficult  subject  before 
them.  Wnile  it  se  med  verv  dssirable,  if  possi- 
ble, to  protect  i,he  emp'oves  of  contractors,  at 
the  same  time,  how  io  do  that  with  justice  to 
all  parries  is  by  no  means  easy,  and  the  com 
mittee  were  almost  unanimously  of  the  opinion 
that  the  order  in  its  prese  t  shape  ought "t'Ot  to 
pass.  Had  thev  had  more  time  they  uoiecbt  bnve 
been  able  to  arrive  ac  a  different  conclusion;  but 
being  required  to  repo  t  today,  they  instructed 
th  chairman  to  report  agaiost'  c:e  passage  of  the 
order.  If  any  gextleman  desires  to  move  to  re- 
commit the  report  I  shall  nor  object. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hatris,  the  report  «as 
lecommitteo  to  the  Commitien  oa  Ordinances. 

SEWING  IN  THE  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 

O'  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott,  the  Board 
took  from  the  tah'e  the  leport  of  Comtntitee  oa 
PuDhc  Instruction  lecommerding  an  order  for  an 
application  to  the  Legislature  for  authority  to 
appropriate  mo  ey  to  giveii  ftrucuon  in  sewing 
to  pupils  of  the  public  -ch«ols.  (City  Document 
No.  108).    The  oider  was  then  passed.    Sent  oow  . 

PAY  OF  LAMPLIGHTERS. 

On  motion  of  Alc'erman  HaTu,  the  Boaid  took 
from  the  table  the  report  and  orner»  fixing  fe 
wages  of  the  gas-lanrp  lights  "i  city  proper. 
East  B  ston.  South  Boston  thd  Chare'stowu  a* 
the  rate  of  1%  cents  per  lamp  pei  nigot;  and  the 
« ages  of  lamplighter;  in  Roxbuiy,  Dorchester, 
West  Roxbury  aud  Brightou  at  the  rate  ol  $1.67 
per  day. 

Alderman  Stebbins — When  this  master  was  be- 
fore i  n  e  Board  two  or  tnre«  weeks  since,  one  of 
the  larr  rdiibte  8  appeared  ann  offered  some  ob- 
jections to  the  passage  of  tne  order.  Several  oth- 
ers desire  to  ce  present  aai  present  a- guments; 
but  the  difficulty  is  they  cannot  veiy  well  be  in  at- 
tem  a'jee  u  til  seven  o'clock,  thev  being  engaged 
on  duty  until  then.  I  don't  know  thf.t  thj  Board 
would  get  any  additional  infnrrcarion  if  we  grant- 
ed tnem  a  h°anng.    Tuatisfor  the  Board  to  pay. 

Alderman  Power— As  [  understand  ir,  the  com- 
mittee have  fully  considered  the  subject,  and 
made  this  repoitand  recommendation,  lu'der- 
stood  that  the  committee  were  unanimous,  and  if 
toey  are  still  of  that  opinion  I  dou't  see  why  it 
should  lie  upon  the  table  anv  loreer,  or  why  it 
SDonln  not  be  passed,  as  recommended  by  the 
committee. 

Aluerman  Barrage— It  seems  to  me  we  might  as 
wed  kctupou  it.  1  don't  ictagmewe  shall  have 
any  new  light  upon  the  matter,  even  from  the 
lampiignt^rs.  We  bave  considered  the  matter 
pretty  thoroughly,  ami  I  think  «e  have  got  all 
the  information  tbat  can  he  obtained  in  the  case. 
Of  co'usp  s  >me  parties  object  to  having  their  pay 
reduced -.in'ess  they  are  ooliged  to;  hut  on  the 
other  hand  there  a-e  parties  who  should  have 
tieir  pav  increased.  It  ia  the  intention  of  the 
comnntte-  to  make  the  pay  of  these  parties  io 
Charlestowo  corr^sooud  with  th.t  of  those  in  the 
city  who  have  tne  same  woik  to  do.  The  facts 
seem  to  be  che<e,  as  l  understand  them:  Under 
the  o  d  system  they  were  paid  two  ana  one-quarter 
cents  per  lamp  per  night,  and  the  average  number 
which  each  mar  lighted  per  night  was 
seventy-five,  the  pay  amounting  to  $1.67;  now 
rhe  average  of  each  man  is  108  or  110,  making 
their  pay  about  $2.  It  is  true  tbey  have  more 
lamps  to  take  care  of  than  under  the  old  system. 
At  first  thev  vvsre  reouceri  tot»o  cents  per  lamp, 
aod  now  n  is  proposed  to  reduce  them  to  1% 
cents.  The  committee  think  it  a  tmc  compeasa- 
tion,  and  so  reported. 

The  orders  were  passed. 
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METROPOLITAN  TRACKS  IN  COURT  STREET. 

On  motion  ot  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  Board 
took  from  the  table  the  order  to  notify  tus  Metro- 
politan Railroad  Compai  y  to  discoDti  sue  the  use 
of  the  Court-street  tracks  except  in  cases  of  emer- 
gency, tbe  question  being;  on  toe  adoption  of  tbe 
following  substitute  previously  submitted  by  Al- 
derman tjtebbiDS,  who  accepted  an  amendment 
offered  by  alderman  Burr  <ge,  viz. : 

Ordered,  Tnat  notice  be  given  to  th.i  Metropoli- 
tan Railroad  Company  to  <iisfoutinue  tbe  use  of 
their  track  in  Court  street,  between  Scollay  square 
and  Washington  stn  et,  except  lp  case  ot  tbe  un- 
avoidable obstruction  of  the  tack  in  Cornhiil  or 
in  Washington  street  betweeu  Cornhiil  and  Court 
street;  provided,  however,  that  tbe  said  company 
may,  if  thev  so  elect,  use  said  tracks  from  March 
1st  to  November  1st,  for  their  West  End  and  de- 
pot linesot  car«  -luiing  all  hours  on  Sundays,  and 
on  every  week-dav  evening;  after  six  o'cIock. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  hope  the  gentleman  w<io 
introduced  this  ordei  will  give  us  some  explana- 
tion of  >t. 

Aldei man  Stebbins— I  doo't  tnow  that  any  ex- 
planation I  can  make  will  turow  an v  additional 
lis: he  upon  ir,  for,  as  printed  in  tbe  order  of  busi- 
ness, it  explai  s  itself,  if  passtd.it  will  allow 
tue  railway  company  to  use  the  tacks  in  the  even- 
ing after  six  o'clock:  it  will  also  allow  them  to 
use  their  tracks  oa  Sundays  at  all  hours  except 
durirg  tbe  winter  mo  at  is,  when  tbe  streets  are 
covered  with  snow.  lea-  nardlv  see  any  objec- 
tion to  using  >ha  track  in  that  way,  and  if  there  is 
any,  I  desire  to  know  what  it  can  be. 

Alderman  Quincy—  I  cannot  vol"!  to  restrict  the 
company-io  the  use  oi  these  tracks,  I  of  tbe  reason 
tn at  I  believe  i hey  ought  to  come  up,  and  it  they 
are  to  be  used  constantly  I  tbink  tbey  will  com 9 
up  all  i he  sooner.  An  attempt  to  restrict  the  use 
of  them,  it  seems  to  me,  is  tantamount  to  a  a  admis- 
sion that  the  tracks  ough  t  n  o  i  to  be  there.  It  is  a  hal  f 
way  measure.  I  believe  the  tracks  have  no  busi- 
ness th^re,  tor  tbey  a '.e  more  of  a  nuisance  than  a 
convenience  to  the  public.  That  principle  is  to  be 
our  guide  here.  Ta«  tracks  are  more  or  less  a 
nuisance  in  every  stieet,  though  in  some  streets 
rhe  couveneuce«  are  greater  than  the  inconven- 
iences. I  am  not  in  favor  of  restricting  the  com- 
pany in  tha  u^e  of  thetr,  because  I  believe  they 
should  be  removed. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  believe  with  the  Alderman 
from  "Ward  4  that  we  should  pot  no  restrictions 
upon  the  company.  W  hen  this  question  came 
before  us  from  th'  Paving  Committee  I  voted  to 
remove  those  tracks  from  Court  street  because  I 
believed  public  convenience  demanded  it;  and 
I  believe  this  Board  wane  a  mistake  in 
not  suoportig  that  measure  as  it  came 
from  the  committee.  But  if  we  allow  the 
tracks  to  remain  in  Court  street,  I  do  not  believe 
in  putting  restrictions  upo:'  the  use  of  them. 
They  are  there  tor  use  and  not  for  ornament;  and 
if  they  ?.te  for  use,  why  should  w?  interfere  with 
tbe  Metropolitan  Railroad  in  using  them?  For 
that  reason  I  sb>H  vote  again°t  the  order. 

Alderman  Stebbin? — Tbe  question  of  allowing 
the  iracks  to  remain  i<as  already  been  passed 
upon  after  a  long  discuss!on.  We  must  all  admit 
fbat  tracks  are  a  nuisance,  and  the  question  is 
how  we  can  best  regulate  it.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  best  way  is  io  restrict  the  railroad  company 
from  using  them  at  all  hours  excep' in  the  even- 
ing. There  are  cases  of  erne/ geacy,  as  suggested 
in  the  amendment,  «b^re  they  can  be  used,  such 
as  the  blocking  ot  Cotnhul  or  Washington 
street. 

A ldet man  Quincy— It  seems  to  me  that  tbe  Al- 
derman f? lis  into  the  vsry  common  fallacy  of 
choosing  the  least  of  two  evi's.  He  assumes  that, 
whether  the  use  of  the  tracks  i*  restricted  or  unre- 
stricted, there  are  two  evils,  and  of  course  we 
should  choose  the  least  aco  restrict  them.  I  don't 
like  that  view  of  it,  because  I  believe  tttat  if  the 
comoanv  has  the  ui. restricted  use  ot  the  tracks 
tb=v  will  come  up  tue  sooner;  and  by  allowing  a 
restricted  use  of  them  we  choose  the  least  of  two 
evils. 

Alderman  Barrage— 1  thought  at  first  that  i 
shou'd  vote  agaiast  this  order;  but  upon  further 
reflection  I  have  concluded  to  vote  for  it,  because 
I  believe  tbz.t  halt  a  loaf  i«  better  than  no  bread, 
though  in  that  I  disagree  with  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  4.  In  itself  the  track  is  an  unmitigated 
nuisance,  and  should  be  taken  us.  it  is  an  ob- 
struction to  travel  if  no  cars  go  through  there; 
but  it  is  more  of   an  obstruction  if   the  cats  are 


all  allowed,  and  by  removing  the  cars  during  the 
week  days  we  remove  just  so  much  of  the  nui- 
sance. Therefore  1  shaJl  vote  for  this  order,  be- 
cause it  does  not  commit  me  to  letting  the  track 
remain,  and  I  should  vote  tor  its  removal  just 
as  quickly  after  the  passage  of  this  order  as  I 
should  before. 

Alderrnaa  Power— I  might  agree  with  my  asso- 
ciate on  the  Paving  Committee  [Alderman  Bar- 
rage] that  half  a  loaf  is  better  than  no  oread,  if 
we  had  the  choice;  out  it  seems  to  me  nhat  this  is 
a  nonsensical  order  to  pass,  it  would  be  effective, 
if  the  Metropolitan  Railios>d  so  elects;  but  they 
have  petmis:io  a  to  run  their  cars  there,  and  we 
cannot  stop  them  without,  giving  them  six  mon'hs' 
notice,  as  I  understand  the  law.  It  says  "in  cases 
of  emergency."  Who  is  to  be  tbe  judge  of  the 
emergency? 

Alderman  Burrage— It  says  "in  ease  of  the  un- 
avoidable obstruction." 

Alderman  Power— But  who  is  to  be  the  judge? 
It  is  very  evident  that  the  Metropolitan  Railroad 
do  not  desire  to  run  their  cars  there,  an  J  perhaos 
tbey  wU"  comply  with  the  sps/itof  the  older.  But 
they  haye  a  location  there,  and,  like  ad  other  com- 
panies when  they  once  get  alocatioc,  they  never 
like  to  give  it  up.  I  agree  w  th  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  4  that  it  is  better  as  it  is.  This  Board  has 
decided  tb?t  public  nectssity  doe-  not  demand 
tfle  removal  of  rhese  tracks,  aad  that  the 
waits  of  the  public  would  be  better  served 
by  having  tbeta  remain  than  by  having  O  em. 
taken  up ;  and  therefore  I  think  we  had  better  let 
ibe  matter  remain  as  it  is.  I  lave  not  yet 
changed  my  mind  chat  they  are  a  great  incon  v-n- 
lence  to  the  oublic  and  that  public  convenience 
would  be  bcti  er  served  bv  taking  th»m  up.  Everv 
day  they  run  t  eir  cars  through  there  taeincon- 
weoience  becomts  more  appa-ent,  and  if  t^ev 
hive  tiae  unrestricted  use  of  tbe  tracks,  the  sooner 
tbey  will  be  removed,  Therefore  I  shall  vote 
against  this  order. 

Alderman  Prescott — It  seems  ta  me  that  it 
would  be  well  to  leave  this  matter  as  it  lias  al- 
re«.dv  been  !•  it  by  tbe  Board  of  Aldeimen  with- 
out putting  ou  any  restrictions  I  do  cot  think 
the  railroad  is  i.- dined  to  usf  tbe  tracks;  in  Court 
street  so  as  to  discommode  tbe  public.  I  do  not 
think  these  tracks  are  used  unless  by  a  very  few 
carsdurug  ihe  nay,  except  vvheo  the  street  is 
cosnparative'y  free  from  vehicles.  While  this 
matter  is  up,  I  should  like  to  state, as  my  observa- 
tion in  regard  to  tbis  matter,  which  was  so 
thoroughly  aiscus-ed  for  three  months,  that  there 
appears  to  be  something  very  singular  in  regard 
t©  it-  While  the  matter  was  urder  discussion 
there  seemed  to  be  tnoie  or  less  blocking  upon 
Court  street,  and  there  seemed  to  be  a  much 
larger  number  of  teams  upon  Couit  street  then 
triad  ihere  has  been  since.  I  do  not  offer  any  expla- 
nation ot  this,  nor  can  I  give  oae;  but  I  am  free  to 
state  that  I  have  taken  tbe  paios  to  ob-erve  the 
travil  on  Cowt  street,  »  no  there  has  not  ben  so 
much  blocjing  there  witbm  t^e  last  sixty 
days.  If  ve  sbou'd  pass  this  order  it  wviild 
not  allow  cars  co  be  rua  there  between 
Nov.  1st  aod  March  lsc,  exoept  in  cases 
of  emergency.  1  can  see  ro  reason  wiiy 
a  ceitain  number  of  ears  should  not  be  al- 
lowed to  run  iu  Court  street  in  November,  as  well 
as  io  October.  If  it  is  thought  .wise  to  restrict 
the  running  of  these  cars  to  ihe  months  when 
there  is  no  now  upon  tbe  ground,  it  can  also  be 
said  that  the  run  ing  of  the  cars  when  there  is 
snow  upon  the  ground  mav  be  of  very  great  use 
to  the  citizens  ia  allowing  the  passage  of  vehicles, 
at  d  especially  in  the  passage  of  our  steam  fire 
engines  i n  case  of  fire.  Inasmuch  as  this  street 
does  not  seem  to  be  crowded  at  this  time,  so  far  as 
m\  obs-rvation  goes,  I  believe  rt  will  be  entirely 
sate  to  leave  the  matter  as  it  is  and  not  place  any 
restrictioua  upon  it. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  am  glad  the  Alderman 
takes  that  view  of  it,  for  I  believe  lhat  the  unre- 
stricted use  of  the  tra  ks  will  bring  them  up, 
and  he  will  vote  with  me  against  the  order. 

Alderman  Burrage— I  don't  wish  to  reflect  upon 
the  gentleman's  powers  of  observation,  but  1 
wouM  remark  that  he  coul )  n't  see  anj  block  in 
Court  street  before;  whereas  he  now  acknowl- 
edges there  weie  blocks. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  passage  of  the 
order  as  amended,  an1  it  was  rejected — 5  fci,  6 
againsr. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

NOVEMBER    11,    1875. 


Regular  meeting  at  V/2  o'clock  P.  JVL,  Halsey  J. 
Boardman,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OE  ALDERMEN. 

Report  of  ficss  and  alarms  for  October;    Audit- 
or's monthly  exhibit  for  Nov.  6;  quarterly  reports 
of  Superint-naeet  of  Norto  Scales,  City  Clerfc  and 
-  Overseers  of  ihB  Poor.    Severally  placed  on  file. 

Sundry  petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Reference  to  Committee  on  Finance  of  report 
and  order  from  Committee  on  Streets  upon  peri- 
tioo  of  S.  D.  Crane  and  others,  that  said  commit- 
tee be  authorized  tc  contract  for  the  construction 
of  btidges  ovet  Boston  &  Providence  ana  Boston 
&  Albany  railroad*  at  th"  crossing  of  West  Ches- 
ter park,  according  to  plans  and  specifications  of 
City  Engineer;  expense,  not  to  exceed  $145,000. 
Concurred. 

Recommitment  of  report  of  Committee  on  Ordi- 
•    nances,  that  the  orcer  to  require  contractors  for 
city  work  <"o  give  bonds  to  pay  persons  employed 
by  them,  ougnt  not  to  pass.    Concurred. 

Order  iu  new  draft, 'ecomtnerjded  in  report  of 
Committee  oo  Public  Instruction,  requesting:  the 
Mayo  to  petition  the  next  Legislature  to  author- 
ize th?  city  to  appropriate  money  for  tbe  purpose 
of  instructing  in  sewing  the  fsmales  connected 
with  the  public  schools.  (Printed  City  Doc.  No. 
108,  1875.)    Passeo. 

Or  ers  reported  by  Committee  on  Division  of  tbe 
Wards  to  pay  Daniel  Coolioge  $167,  for  making 
plans  sbowmg  the  division  of  the  wards;  ana  Joel 
Munseli  $16.66,  for  printing  the  proposed  ward 
boundaries;  said  sums  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Incidentals.  Severally  passed  to  a 
second  reading. 

Order  that  the  city  assume  the  taxes  on  land 
receutly  boueht  of  J.  H.  Billings  ana  others,  on 
Mt.  "Veiuoo  street,  West  Roxbury,  as  a  site  for  an 
engine  house,  amounting  to  $13.70;  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  New  Engine  Houses. 
Passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Common,  etc.,  to  con- 
sider the  subject  of  preserving  tbe  trees  on  T\e- 
mont-street  mall,  and  reoort  if  it  is  practicable 
ana  expedient  to  convey  moisture  to  iheir  roots 
by  artificial  means.    Passed. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  allow  the  bill  of  G.  H.  Williams, 
amounting  to  $157.50,  for  materials  furnished  the 
Paving  Depanm'r.t.    .Passed  io  concurrence. 

Ordei  authorizing  the  placing  of  an  inscription 
on  the  pedestal  of  the  statue  of  General  Glover, 
and  to  gra^e  che  g/ouods  around  said  statue,  a,t 
not  exceeding  $500,  to  be  transfeired  from  rhe 
appropriation  for  Watering  Streets.  Passed  in 
concurrence — yeas  53,  nays  0. 

Order  for  a  transfer  of  $1500  from  the  item  for 
"pay  of  patiolmeo"  to  chat  for  "repairs  of  station 
houses"  in  Polic?  appropriation.  Paired  in  con- 
currence—yeas 53,  nays  0. 

DIVISION  OF  WARDS. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  take  this  occasion  to  call 
attention  to  an  im  oortant  mat  ter  in  regard  to  the 
new  division  of  wards.  City  Document  111  closes 
in  this  way : 

"Section  2— This  ordinance  shall  take  effect  on 
and  after  the  tenth  day  of  November  next." 

If  continued  in  this  shape,  it  carries  the  whole 
matter  over  to  November  of  r.exc  year,  this  ordi- 
nance having  been  approved  on  the  fifth  of  No- 
vember, 1875.  In  view  of  this  unfortunate  mis- 
take, I  desiie  at  this  time  to  offer  an  amended 
ordinance,  aod  move  that  the  rule  be  suspended 
that  it  may  b&  considered  at  toe  present  moment 
and  put  through  tonight. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  Mr,  Shaw  offered 
the  following : 

An  Ordinance 
To  amend  An  ordinance  providing  for  a  new  di- 
vision of  the  city  into  wards,  etc. 

Be  it  ordained,  etc. : 

Section  1.  The  ordinance  entitled  "Ad  ordi- 
nance provioing  for  a  new  division  of  Che  city  into 
wards,"  which  passed  Nov.  5,  1875,  is  hereby 
amended  iu  the  second  section  thereof  by  striking 
out  tha  words  "tenth  day  of  November  next,"  and 


inserting  "twentieth  day  of  November,  eighteen 
hundred  and  seventv-five,"  for  the  purpose  of  toe 
issue  of  warrants  and  the  appointment  of  Ward 
Officers  for  toe  next  Municipal  Election;  and  for 
all  other  purposes  said  ordinance  shall  take  ef- 
fect on  December  13, 1875. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6-1  heard  late  this  after- 
noon, sir,  that  the  oramance  was  defective  in  the 
manner  indicated  by  the  gentleman  fiom  Ward 
5;  and  although,  of  course,  the  Commitcee  on  Or- 
dinances had  no  authority  to  confer  with  the  City 
Solicitor  in  regaro  to  it,  yet  deeming  i*  an  impor- 
tant question,  I  took  the  liberry  of  going  to  bitn 
in  com  oany  with  the  only  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee oa  Ordinances  I  could  find  at  that  late 
noir— after  five  o'clock.  In  conference  with  the 
City  Solicitor,  we  found  that  in  his  opinion  the  or- 
dinance just  referred  to  was  void,  and  if  void,  no 
amendment  to  it  could  be  made.  The  question 
theu  comes  up,  if  that  be  so,  what  is  the  safe 
course  to  pursue?  After  further  consultation 
with  the  City  Solicitor  we  ascertained  that  in  his 
opinion  tk  3  only  safe  course  for  us  to  pursue  was 
to  repeal  cue  ordinance  we  had  passed  and  re- 
enact  another.  Porthat  reason  I  hope  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  will  not  pre- 
vail. Should  it  not  prevail,  I  have  an  o/dnvnee 
to  offer  in  connection  with  this  subject  repealing 
the  oroinance  we  have  pessbd. 

Mi-.  Shaw— I  have  equally  as  good  authority  as 
the  geotlemaa  from  Ward  6  for  saving  chac 
this  ameuded  ordinance  is  all  that  is  required. 
Since  dark  ibis  evening  the  City  Clerk  waited 
upou  me-  with  that  ordinance  in  his 
band  ;  he  said  he  had  been  trying  during 
tbe  afternoon  to  find  some  of  tne  C -minittee  on 
Ordinances,  but  not  one  of  them  could  be  tound. 
He  found  me,  however,  and  made  that  statement. 
It  is  all-sufficient  and  all  that  is  required.  All 
that  renders  tb*  oidicaoce  void  is  tne  word  "next" 
and  that  certainly  is  lei  ealed,  a»d  an  ordinance 
hereby  enacted  wnicu  is  entirely  sufficient  io  the 
opinion  of  the  City  Solicitoi,  and  in  the  s>tat  meut 
made  by  the  City  Solicitor  as  given  to  me  by  the 
City  Clerk.  Therefore  acting  in  good  faith  I 
have  offered  the  ordinance  at  his  request. 
I  believe  it  to  be  entirely  sufficient  in  every 
particular,  and  if  it  weie  not  so  I  think  the  keen 
eye  of  the  Piesident,  who  has  examined  it,  would 
find  the  defect,  ud  f  am  willing  co  lave  it  to  his 
decision  and  opinion. 

Mr. Kimball— I  don't  doubt  tne  statement  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  5  as  to  the  communication 
of  the  City  Clerk  that  there  bad  been  a  confer- 
ence with  the  City  Solicitor;  but  I  think  there 
must  be  some  mistake  in  the  mattei,  as  since  six 
o'clock  the  City  Solicitor  said  he  h^d  been  Called 
upon  by  no  perBoo  iu  this  matter,  and  it  was 
the  first  time  he  had  learned  there  was  this 
supposed  defect  in  the  ordinance  we  had  passed. 
As  the  validifvj  of  the  municipal  election  and 
tbe  right  to  hold  office  of  the  officets  cho=en 
will  depend  upon  the  legality  of  the  oidioiace 
dividing  the  city  into  new  wards,  I  hope  the  Coun- 
cil will  not  caks  any  step  which  may  end  in  any 
legal  difficulties  hereafter,  where  there  is  a  sim- 
pler way  of  doing  it  thau  by  amending  the  ordi- 
nance. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4—1  should  have  been 
much  obliged  to  the  member  from  Ward  6  if  he 
had  stated  what  was  the  defect  that  ren- 
dered the  ordinance  void.  My  attention  was 
called  to  this  same  matter  today.  I  under- 
stood that  it  was  to  foe  int  bouced  into 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  next  Monday  in 
an  amended  form;  but  che  statement  made  to  me 
was  in  regard  to  the  fact  that  the  statute  which 
provided  for  the  appointment  of,  officers  for  the 
new  wards  did  not  allow  them  co'take  office  until 
the  13th  of  December,  and  that  it  was  oesirable 
that  the  old  ward  organizations  should  be  kept  up 
uniil  tae  new  officers  could  hold  the  offices 
in  the  new  ward— that  being  a  matter  which  es- 
caped the  attention  of  the  committee  iu  copying 
the  ordinance  providing  for  the  new  divi- 
sion ten  yeavs  ago.  So  far  as  the  mat- 
ter of  grammar  is  oencetnea  the  ordinance 
as  printed  is  correct— that  is  to  say,  in  the 
Dhra=eology  employed— and  the  10th  day  of 
November  nexr,  would  be  understood  to  mean  this 
year;  Out  inasmuch  as  thb  opinion  of  the  City  So- 
licitor has  been  taken,  and  as  the  phraseology  of 
laws  should  be  governed  by  the  rules  laid  down 
by  lawyers,  I  tllink  it  would  be  very  foolish  to  ac- 
cept the  phraseology  employed  in  ordinary  con- 
versation. For  that  reason  I  am  desirous  of 
adopting  any  amendment  bv  which  the  defect 
can  be  remedied  at  once.     I  only  hope  that  my 
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friends  from  Wards  5  and  6  will  harmonize  their 
differences  at  once  and  tafee  steps  to  offer  a  valid 
ordinance  for  a  new  division  of  wards. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12—1  have  only  one  sugges- 
tion to  make.  I  think  the  natural  inference  or 
understanding  of  the  pnrase  "tenth  day  of  No- 
vember next"  would  be  the  next  tenth  day  of  No- 
vember subsequent  to  the  passage  and  approval 
of  chin  ordinance,  hut,  sir,  I  will  not  put  my  ipse 
dixit  against  the  legal  adviser  of  the  city,  and  if 
he  ^ays  that  by  tbe  introduction  of  cbat  lsjiguage 
the  ordinance  is  void,  I  think  it  is  plain  that  we 
cannot  amend  it;  we  cannot  validate  it  by  any- 
thing we  can  do.  Consequently  it  is  precisely  as 
easy  to  repeal  the  ordinance  as  it  stands  and  then 
ameod  a  copy  of  it  and  reenact  it.  Tbat,  sir,  is 
the  shortest  and  most  correct  way  of  accomplish- 
ing this  end,  aid  meetina  wbat  appears  to  be  the 
difficulty,  according  co  the  opinion  of  those  whose 
legsd  advice  we  are  bound  to  cake.  I  hope  we 
shall  take  tbat  course,— accepting  the  ordinance 
as  being  void  ;  let  us  repeal  it,  amend  a  copy,  and 
reenact  it  as  amended.  By  that  meaus  we  shall 
avoid  any  complication,  remove  any  doubt  and 
question  hereafter. 

Mr.  Shaw — As  there  is  ao  apparent  discrepancy 
between  me  and  my  friend  from  tne  Sixth  Ward, 
it  is  proper  to  say  that  the  City  Solicitor  I  referred 
to  was  Mr.  Stackpole,  *>bo  is  always  called  tbe 
Ci i y  Solicitor  *vheo  ne  is  consulted.  Tbe  ordi- 
nanc-i  is  in  Mr.  McCleary's  writing  and  be  said  to 
me  that  The  order  was  drawu  uuaer  tbe  guidance 
of  Mr.  Stackpole.  I  have  no  notion  to  adhere  to 
but  d>  sire  the  best  and  surest  way.  I  introduced 
the  ordinance  by  the  advice  of  the  City  Clerk,  but 
perhaps  undei  toe  circumstances  it  had  bettei  be 
withdrawn  and  tbat  ot  tbe  gentleman  from  Ward 
6  concurr&d  i".    1  want  to  have  it  right. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  ordinance  was 
withdrawn. 

Mr. Kimball  offered  the  following: 
An  Ordinance 
To  Repeal  an  Ordinance  Providing  tor  a  new  Di- 
vision of  the  City  into  Wards. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  Com- 
mon Council,  etc. 

Section  1.  The  ordinance  passed  on  the  fifth 
day  of  November,  1875,  eutitled  "An  Ordinance 
providing  for  a  new  Division  of  the  Citv  into 
"Wards"  is  herebv  reoealed. 

Mr.  Shaw  railed  attention  to  toe  enacting  clause 
and  on  his  motion  the  word  "Mayor"  was  stricken 
out. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  ordinance  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  JTlynn  of  "Ward  7—1  hope  the  ordinance  will 
not  be  given  a  sewnd  reading,  because  if  it  is,  it 
opens  up  the  whole  subject  of  the  wards  to  be  dis- 
cussed unless  the  previous  question  is  ordered.  I 
understand  from  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6  that 
he  has  amendm-nts  which  he  pro  noses  to  offer, 
changing  the  boundary  lines  of  certain  wards  if 
that  ordinance  is  passed.  If  that  is  done  we  shall 
not  get  through  with  it  for  a  week.  I  tbiuk  tbe 
ordinance  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  "Ward 
5  will  <  over  everything. 

Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11 — I  don't.think  we  ought 
to  let  any  fear  of  that  kind  trouble  us  in  regard 
to  that  matter.  The  opinion  of  the  majority  has 
been  so  wed  expressed  that  such  an  effort  will  be 
easilj  overcome.  I  don't  imagine  tint  if  the  gen- 
tleman sbDuld  take  advantage  of  chat  opportunity 
he  vould  succeed  very  far. 

Mr  Flvnn— I  withdraw  my  objectron. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kimball  the  rule  was  suspend- 
ed and  the  ordiaance  was  read  a  second  time  and 
put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Wilson — I  would  like  to  go  slowly  and  be 
sure  that  the  thing  is  correct.  I  don't  kiow  what 
purooses  othei  people  may  have,  but  I  believe  the 
safest  way  is  for  us  to  enact  the  ordinance  anew 
and  repeal  the  present  one.  That  is  tbe  customary 
way,  and  to  say  in  tbe  concluding  section  that  the 
ordinance  oa-sed  at  such  a  rime  is  nerebv  repeal- 
ed. In  order  to  introduce  an  ordiaance  describ- 
ing tbe  wards  and  naming  tbe  time  when  it  shall 
take  s-ffect,  which  sh?ll  be  proner  and  right,  I 
move  that  this  one  be  laid  uoon  the  table.  I  trunk 
that  is  our  way  out  of  the  diiemma,  because  I  can 
see  very  plainly  tn?t  it  may  be-m  the  power  of  a 
few  gentlemen  to  postpone  tbis  mat>er.if  they  see 
fit. 

Mr.Fitzgeialdof  Ward  7— I  think  there  is  still 
an  easier  way  of  gecting  out  of  this  dilemma.  It 
is  evident  the  intentiou  of  tneCouocil  is  that  there 
shall  be  no  discussion  uoon  this  question,  and 
that  we  shall  get  through  it  as  expeditiously  as  we 
can.    Why  not  incorporate  the  original  ordinance 


in  that  which  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Presi- 
dent, ana  put  a  repealing  clause  at  the  end  of  it? 

Mr.  Wilson— That  is  what  I  propose  to  do. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald — It  can  be  done  io  the  shape  of 
an  amendment.  If  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
will  withdraw  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  I  will 
offer  the  original  ordinance  as  an  amendment,  ex- 
cept with  a  change  in  the  last  section.  We  can 
pass  the  amendment,  and  tnat  will  repeal  the  orig- 
inal ordinance. 

Mr.  Wilson — That  is  my  very  point — that  we 
should  enact  a  new  ordinance  and  repeal  tbe  old 
one.    I  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald — I  offer  the  original  ordinance  as 
an  amendment,  togetoe'  with  a  change  in  section 
2,  and  anew  section,  as  follows: 

Section  2.  This  ordinance  shall  take  effect  on  ■ 
and  after  the  20th  day  of  November,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  issuing  warrants  and  tbe  appointment  of 
ward  officers  for  the  next  municioal  election;  and 
for  other  purposes  tbis  ordinance  ahall  take  effect 
on  Dec.  13, 1875. 

Sect.  3.  The  ordinance  passed  on  rhe  fifth 
day  of  November,  1875,  eutitled  "An  ordinance  pro- 
viding for  a  Dew  division  of  the  city  into  wards," 
is  hereby  repealed. 

Mr.  Kimbsll — As  I  understand,  tne  question  now 
before  the  Councd  is  tbe  ordinance  as  printed  in 
Citv  Document  111,  striking  out  section  2  only. 

The  President — A.nd  the  modified  section  2.  It 
is  really  an  amendment  to  tne  ordinance  offered 
by  yourself,  striking  out  the  first  part  and  insert- 
ing the  original  ordinance  giving  the  boundaries 
of  the  wards,  and  adding  a  ne  v>  section. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward 6— I  would  lise  to  see  if  I 
distinctly  understand  the  amendment.  It  is  the 
ordinance  in  City  Document  111  down  to  section 
2,  with  section  2  modified  in  relation  to  the 
time  it  shall  take  effect;  and  section  3  repeals 
the  ordinance  in  City  Document  111.  If  that  be 
so,  I  presume  rhe  whole  question  is  now  ooen  for 
amendment.  That  being  the  case,  I  should  like 
to  offer  amendments  affecting  the  lines  of 
Wards  6,  7,  8,  9,  10.  11,  12  and  17  as  print- 
ed. 1  don't  know  tbat  I  can  bring  it  be- 
fore the  Council  better  than  by  reading  the 
amendments  I  propose  to  offer.  I  regret  very 
much  to  consume  the  rime  of  the  Council,  if  they 
have  determined  that  no  amendments  shall  be  of- 
fered to  the  ordinance  we  have  already  passed; 
but  I  cannot  believe  that  the  Council  will  not  per- 
mit discussion  upon  the  amendments  which  I 
shall  offer,  even  though  they  may  afterward  de- 
cide that  thev  will  not  adopt  chem.  Unfortunate- 
ly—if the  Chair  will  allow  cue  to  continue  my  re- 
marks before  reading  ihe  amendments — when 
the  question  was  first  before  the  Council 
I  was  necessarily  absent  in  the  discharge 
of  duties  which  I  had  assumed  prior  to  receiving 
a  seat  io  this  chamber.  I  was  very  sorry,  when 
absent,  m  readiog  tne  proceedings  of  this  body,  to 
find  with  what  unnecessary  haste,  asitthen  and 
has  ever  since  seemed  to  me,  the  ordinance  was 
passed  through  this  branch.  I  noticed  that  gen- 
tlemen from  other  wards,  who  stated  to  the  Coun- 
cil that  in  their  opinion  their  wards  had  been — I 
will  not  say  harshly  dealt  with,  but— unnecessari- 
ly changed,  were  permitted  to  offer  amendments 
which  estaolished,  so  far  as  the  gentlerneu  repre- 
sent iog  thOMj-  wards  desired,  the  old  lines,  and 
those  amendments  were  accepted  by  the  Com- 
mittee or  adopted  by  this  Council.  Unfortunate- 
ly, the  ward  which  I  repiesenr  in  part  has  not,  tt 
seems  io  me,  fared  so  well  at  the  hands  of  the 
City  Government  as  it  ought  to  have  done,  I 
think  the  lines  weie  unnecessarily  changed  ;  the 
portion  of  old  "Ward  6  which  lies  north  of  Cam- 
bridge street  was  takea  and  a^ded  to  the  adja- 
cent ward,  and  that  portion  which  extends  do vvn 
to  tne  Milldain  and  West  Ci  ester  park  was  taken 
off  and  added  to  still  aootaer  aijaient  ward  on 
the  south.  Mv  desire  is  that  "Ward  6  shall  receive  at 
tie  hands  of  (his  and  theother  branch, unlessgood 
reasons  can  be  shown  to  the  cooirarv — and  none 
have  yet  been  shown  to  me— the  same  considera- 
tion that  the  wards  in  the  south  part  of  the  city 
have  received;  and  I  desire  to  make  this  amend- 
ment to  Ward  6,  without  reading  it  in  detail,  that 
tbe  terrrturv  north  of  Cambridge  street  shall  be 
restored  to  "Ward  3— if  the  Chair  will  pardon  me,  I 
must  use  the  old  numbers,  not  being  familiar  with 
the  nt-w  ones — and  that  the  portion  on  the  Mill- 
dam  shall  be  restored  to  "Wara  6.  My  colleagues 
and  myself  had,  prior  to  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Council,  prepared  a  small  tabular  statement  show- 
ing that  if  the  changes  which  I  shall  propose 
were  adopted  the  number  of  voters  in  the 
wards     affected     would     remain     substantially 
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equal.  Tbis  matter  came  up  so  suddenly  tins 
afternoon— I  not  expecting  after  the  vote  of  the 
last  meeting  that  I  should  have  an  opportunity  to 
speak  in  behalf  of  my  ward  again — tbat  I  have 
not  bud  ao  oppTunity  t  >  obtain  anv  ot  those  fig- 
ures and  lay  them  before  the  Council.  I  ask  the 
Council,  tiiei etui e— those  of  them  who  do  not  re- 
mem  her  the  fact— to  take  ray  statement  that  the 
figures  as  verified  by  the  City  Clerk,  &od  which 
appeared  upon  that  paper,  made  the  numbers 
of  me  voters  affected  by  the  amendmenc  sub- 
stantially tee  same.  In  making  this  ap- 
peal for  Waid  6,1  desiie  to  state  co  the  Coun- 
cil—what may  not  be  known  to  many  of 
their) — that  whichever  line  is  adooted  I  am 
shot  out  from  Ward  6;  and,  therefore,  it  is  no 
personal  appeal  upon  my  part  to  be  leinstated  in 
my  old  vard.  And,  further,  Mr.  President,  were 
I  still,  by  any  proposed  amendment  which  I  shall 
make,  to  be  located  in  Ward  6,  ic  is  not  and  never 
has  been  my  intention  to  accept  for  a  third  term 
the  gift  of  a  ?eat  in  this  branch.  Therefore,  I 
feel  ibat  I  can  speak  without  having  any  member 
impute  to  me  a  ctesirs  to  protect  myself.  The 
Council  will  naturally  ask,  wav  should  this  change 
he  made?  it  seems  tome  tbat  tnv  constituents 
might  have  s.sked,  in  the  first  instance,  why  was 
the  cbacge  made  by  the  committee?  It  was 
an  unnecessary  change;  nothing  was  gained 
toy  it;  the  old  lines'  of  the  ward  were  dis- 
turbed, and  every  line,  except  that  by  tha  water, 
was  changed  by  the  committee's  report.  For 
twenty  years,  I  tbink — and  I  am  not  sure  but  it  is 
thirty— the  linn  of  Ward  6  commenced  at  the  foot 
of  Cambridge  street,  at  the  water  by  the  bridge, 
and  ran  up  through  the  middle  of  Cambiidge 
street,  sometimes  passing  through.  Hancock  street, 
and  sometimes  through  Temple  street.  As  now 
proposed  it  carnes  it  back  and  puts  it  through 
Joy  street.  Further  than  tnat,  after  having  cross- 
ed" the  hill,  the  line  ran  down  through  Bea- 
con street  —  I  think  for  the  same  period  it 
was  bounded  by  tnac  line  for  twenty  or 
thirty  years  —  and  extended  down  through 
the  middle  of  Beacon  street  to  the  end 
of  the  citv  limits  until  the  territory  bounded  by 
Commonwealih  avenue  and  Arlington  street  was 
built  upon.  Since  then  it  has  run  down 
to  the  end  of  the  city  limits  ir  tbat  direc- 
tion. Nov,  in  making  an  appeal  for  Ward  6,  it 
may  be  asked,  Why  should  not  the  voters  of  that 
ward  remain  together?  The  committee  have 
given  no  reason  why  they  should  not;  ar d  m  no 
discussion  in  this  branch  have  any  reasons  been 
given  Whv  not,  except— if  that  may  be  called  a 
reason — that  that  portion  of  the  map  being 
inked  and  shown,  it  appeared  something  like  what 
was  called  in  the  other  branch  a  pan-handle.  It 
is  easy  to  call  a  » aot  of  symmetry  by  a  face- 
tious term;  but  it  is  not  an  argumert.  It  is 
a  serious  question  to  treat  the  boundary  line 
of  a  wnd  in  a  way  that  will  provoke  a  smile.  In 
the  amendment  which  I  propose,  the  line  will  run 
down  by  Park  street,  taking  in  the  Public  Garden, 
then  down  Commonwealth  avenue,  so  as  to  make 
the  boundary  of  the  ward  more  symmetrical,  if 
gentlemen  of  the  City  Council  shall  think  symme- 
try of  any  consequence.'  But  in  all  the  other 
wards  I  think,  without  exception,  tbat  no  regard 
bas  been  paid  to  symmetry,  except  perhaps  in  one 
or  two  in  the  outlying  portions  of  ths  city.  The 
wards  of  the  citv  proper,  as  delineated  upon  the 
map.c&nnotbesaidto  have  any  symmetry.  I  think 
that  symmetry  bas  nothing  to  do  with  this,  be- 
cause if  This  ordinance  takes  effect  no  map  wii] 
be  made  showing  by  colors  the  form  of  the  wards, 
as  none  has  oren  made  heretofore,  and  noae  is  in 
existence  nov  showing  in  colors  the  outlines  of 
the  present  waids.  The  reason  I  ask  that  the  lines 
of  Ward  6  shall  be  restored  —  which,  had  I 
been  a  member  of  toe  committee,  I  should  have 
urged,  in  running  the  lines  of  all  the  wards — 
is  this:  No  line  of  a  viard  should  oh  changed  if 
it  were  possible  to  prevent  it,  which  should  sep- 
erate  any  portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  ward, 
except  so  far  as  it  ■*  as  absolutely  necessary, 
from  those  with  whom  they  have  been  in  the 
habit  of  acting  politically.  In  using  the 
term  "political,"  I  do  not  use  it  in  any  partisan 
sense;  I  do  Dot  mean  as  Republicans  or  Demo- 
crats, but  in  the  broader  sense — those  who  have 
been  in  the  habit  of  associating  in  political  mat- 
ters. I  tbink  that  is  a  good  reason  for  not  chang- 
ing the  lines,  although  I  offer  it.  Take  my  own 
case :  By  the  new  ordinance  I  am  placed  in  what 
is  called  Ward  10.  I  do  not  know  the  number  of 
voters  cut  off  by  running  the  line  through  Joy 
street,  but  we  take  in  a  portion  of  what  was  old 


Wards  4  and  5, 1 1  jink.  Now,  I  am  not  acquaint- 
ed with  the  gentlemen  in  Ward  4  who  either  seek 
office  for  themselves  or  for  others.  Neither  &m  I 
acquainted  with  the  gsntlemsn  in  Ward  5.  It 
will  take  the  gsntlemen  set  off  from  Waid6 
a  lo'g  time  to  get  acquainted  with  tbse 
from  Wards  4  and  5;  and  it  will  take  the  inhabi- 
tants of  these  wards  some  time  to  get  acquainted 
with  those  set  off  from  Ward  6.  Now,  I  ask  if  a 
man  can  go  to  a  caucus  or  the  polls  and  support  a 
man  with  much  intelligence  if  he  is  ignorant  of 
the  personal  qualities,  habiis,  character  and  dis- 
position of  the  candidate.  That  is  t"ie  main  rea- 
son why  I  urge  that  the  lines  of  Ward  6  shall  be 
restored  in  the  manner  I  have  indicated.  Of 
course— I  ask  pardon  of  the  Council  if  the  sub- 
ject is  weaiving;  but  still  I  think  I  ought  to 
make  one  more  effoit  to  get  justice  from 
this  body— if  the  lines  are  thus  changed, 
it  will  necessitate  a  charge  in  (be  lines 
of  what  is  now  Ward  3,  and  corresponding 
changes  in  the  lines  of  some  of  the  other  wards. 
The  changes  I  propose  are  substantially  those 
offered  in  the  other  branch  by  Aioerman  Pfescott, 
with  some  variatious.  I  don't  feel  like  taking  the 
time  of  tne  Council  by  reading  all  these  amend- 
ments. I  should  much  prefer  to  read  simply 
the  amendment  I  propose  for  Ward  6,  and,  if  the 
Council  shall  a^opt  that,  then  I  will  offer  the 
amendments  affecting  the  other  wards.  If  the 
rn.emb.~rs  of  the  Council  feel  that  they  can- 
not intelligently  vote  upon  the  question  until 
the  amendments  to  the  lines  of  the  other 
wards  ae  read,  of  course  I  will  read 
them;  but  it  seems  to  me  chat  by  voting 
upon  the  proposed  amendment  to  Ward  6,  1  can 
ascertain  from  the  Council  whether  they  are  in- 
clined to  permit  any  amendments,  or  whether  it  is 
the  opinion  of  a  majority  of  this  Council  that  we 
should  pass  tbs  old  ordinance  as  rt  now  is.  Lest 
it  might  possibly  be  thought  there  should  not  ba 
time  to  make  the  proposed  changes  and  get  the 
lists  ready  either  for  the  caucus  or  the  municipal 
election,  I  will  state  that  the  election  does  not 
occur  till  the  14th  of  December,  as  is  well  known 
to  most  of  the  gentlemen  present.  Although  I 
have  not  called  upon  the  registrars  personally, 
from  information  I  have  I  am  satisfied  that 
there  will  be  time  to  prepare  the  lists.  And, 
Mr.  President,  let  me  say  one  thisg  fur- 
ther; I  am  prepared  to  make  this  compromise  or 
agreement,  and  I  think,  •  o  f ar  as  my  colleagues 
and  the  gentlemen  from  Ward  4,  who  desire 
the  change  proposed,  are  concerned ; — tbat  if  the 
Council  shall  adopt  the  change*  we  ask,  and  if  the 
■  Board  of  Aldermen  do  not  concur  io  them,  but 
shall  adopt  the  ordinance  as  now  printed  in  City 
Document  111,  we  will  withdraw  all  opposition 
and  favor  toe  adoption  of  the  ordinance  as  it  is 
now  prii.  ted  in  City  Dofiiment  111. 

Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11— I  had  hoped  that  tbis 
matter  had  beexi  set  at  rest  and  that  the  action 
this  evening  would  be  merely  formal.  I  certainly 
hope  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  6  will  not  be  adopted.  If  be  had  been 
here  at  tb°  time  he  stated  he  was  not,  he  would 
have  known  that  the  amendments  proposed  this 
evening  have  been  acted  upon  by  this  Council 
before.  The  expression  of  the  Council  and  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  has  been  taken  by  a  large 
majority.  There  is  hardly  a  question  but  if  this 
Council  should  accept  it  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
would  defeat  it;  and  under  those  circumstances 
I  think  it  U  hardly  worth  while  to  delay  the 
matter  any  further.  I  think  I  can  say 
that  I  sympathize  with  the  gentleman  in  his 
motion,  ano  I  wish  it  could  be  passed ;  but 
there  is  a  law  of  humanity  which  requires  us  to 
put  suffering  creatures  out  of  misery  as  soon  as 
we  can.  I  think  the  minority  have  suffered  suffi- 
ciently already. 

Mr.  Harmon  of  Ward  6— I  am  satisfied  that  the 
reason  the  Aldermen  did  not  adopt  this  amend- 
ment was  because  they  were  afraid  it  would  not 
pass  the  Common  Council.  Agentl'mao  told  me 
that  if  he  had  known  the  Common  Council  would 
concur  in  Alderman  Prescote's  amendment  he 
would  have  voted  for  it.  I  am  satisfied  that  if 
tbis  Council  passes  the  amendment  offered  by  my 
colleague  it  wi'l  bi  concurred  in  by  the  other 
branch. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4— I  intend  to  be  very 
brief  in  the  remark*  [  have  to  make,  and  what  I 
desire  to  say  is  this:  Though  I  regret  that  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  6  was  not  present  dur- 
ing the  debate,  I  do  not  wish  it  to  go  upon  record 
that  the  legal  voters  of  Waid  6  have  lacked  any 
opportunity  to  present  their  claims,  wishes  or  de- 
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sires  to  the  City  Government.  I  desire  to  bear 
tribute  to  ibe  earnestness — I  may  almost  ss»y  per- 
sistence—which the  gentlemeo  from  Ward  6  have 
urged  this  upon  the  other  branch.  If  there  he 
one  advantage  ina  small  branch  over  a  larger  one, 
it  is  that  tbe  members  of  the  smaller  body 
can  understand  a  question  with  more 
thoroughness.  I  bear  cheerful  testimony  to 
the  fact  that  tba  gentlemen  from  Ward  6  fa- 
labored  with  the  Board  of  Aldermeu  and  pre- 
sented a  matured  plan,  which,  after  delibeiate 
consideration,  the  Board  of  Aldermea  declined  to 
accept.  Hii»  ever  much  I  regret  that  the  geotle- 
man  fr.un  Ward  6  woo  has  spokrn  this  evening 
was  not  with  us,  he  has  had  i»n  opportunity  to 
place  himself  upon  record,  and  can  say  to  the 
voters  of  bis  ward  that  he  has  done  everything 
that  can  be  demanded  of  him  by  his  constituents. 
I  do  not  propose  to  defend  the  lines  d>awn  by 
the  committee,  because,  having  been  accepted 
by  this  Council,  toe  committee  are  not 
responsible  fur  them.  The  only  principle 
is  that  which  was  consideied  before— should 
the  lines  of  ths  old  wa'd  remain  as  i  early  as 
possible?  It  was  the  opinion  of  tbe  Cicy  Coitncil 
that  it  was  better  to  have  a  change,  lam  sorry 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  6  diffeis  with  me  in 
opinion,  but  I  trust  no  attempt  -  ill  be  made  to 
open  the  matter  again  on  that  account.  The  mat- 
ter is  understood,  and  we  have  voted  upon  it.  I 
regret  the  mam  er  in  vhich  this  matter  has  come 
up.  I  have  taken  the  opiniou  of  two  or  three 
mtmbers  of  the  b?.r  in  regard  to  the  phraseology 
employed.  One  of -them,  whose  name  would  com- 
mand the  respect  of  the  Council,  had  no  doubt 
about  the  validity  of  tbe  ordinance,  and  the  only 
question  was  whether  it  meant  1875  or  1876.  I  am 
sorry  we  have  not  a  written  oni  aion  from  the  City 
Solicitor;  out,  as  I  said  in  ths  first  part  of 
the  evening,  I  do  not  desire  to  raise  any 
doubts  if  the  City  Solicitor  has  said  the  ordinance 
is  void,  and  shall  be  willine  to  take  any  step-  that 
will  remove  the  doubt.  We  cannot  be  too  sure  in 
any  steps  we  take  io  repaid  to  the  fundamental 
law  of  the  city.  The  oilier  objection  is  obviated 
by  the  amendment  requiring  the  ordinance  to 
take  effect  on  the  13th  of  December.  It  is  simply 
a  desire  to  keep  every  corporation  in  existence 
until  its  successor  comes  into  power.  There  is  a 
possibility  that  io  some  way  it  might  be  necessary 
to  have  a  ward  officer  act  between  the  10th  of 
November  and  the  13th  of  December;  aod,  con- 
sequently, when  it  was  stated  to  me  by 
my  frieno1  that  it  was  necessary  to  have  such 
a  waid  officer  act,  I  was  perfectly  willing  to  have 
that  amendment  mad-.  Now,  sir,  I  tiust  we  shall 
P'OceeJ  to  vote  down  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  6,  on  the  ground  that  he  has 
had  an  opportunity  to  present  nis  views,  and  he 
has  done  it  in  a  veiy  clear  method  ;  and  if  he  has 
not  convinced  the  Council,  it  is  not  from  any  lack 
of  jadgmenr  in  presenting  his  claims.  He  has 
saideverytbiog  that  could  be  said  in  favor  of  the 
plan,  but  has  brought  up  no  new  reasons.  He 
bas,  however,  discharged  his  duty  to  his  constitu- 
ents. 

Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3 — I  move  ths  previous 
question. 

Mr.  Kimball— I  hope  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
3  will  grant  me  three  minutes,  at  tbe  end  of 
which  I  will  agree  to  stop  aid  ieoew  the  motion 
for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Anderson — I  don't  desire  to  take  up  tbe  time 
of  the  Conned,  ami  I  don't  thmk  th3  gentleman 
from  Ward  6  will  change  the  mind  of  a 
single  member.    I  Till  not  withdraw  tbe  motion. 

Mr.  Kimball— Then  I  shall  appeal  to  tbe  Coun- 
cil to  vote  down  tbe  previous  question,  assuring 
them  that  if  they  will  give  me  three  minutes 
more,  before  I  take  my  seat,  I  will  renew  the 
motion  for  :be  previous  question. 

Tbe  Council  refused  to  oider  the  main  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Kimball— The  main  reason  I  wished  three 
minutes  more  was  I  de-ired  to  read  the  proposed 
amendment  to  the  lines  of  old  Ward  6,  there  be- 
ing nothing  definite  now  for  tbe  Council  to  act 
upon.  Tbe  amendment  which  I  propose  will  be 
in  regard  to  new  Ward  9.  and  I  will  read  it  hastily 
that  it  may  pioperly  come  before  the  Council: 

Ward  No.  9.  Beginning  at  the  water  at  the.  mid- 
dle of  Cambiidge  street ;  thence  by  the  middle  of 
Cambridge  street  to  Joy  street;  toence  by  the 
middle  of  Joy  street  to  Beacon  street ;  thence  by 
tbe  middle  of  Beacon  street  to  Park  street;  thence 
by  the  middle  of  Paiu  street  to  Tremont  street ; 
thence  by  the  middle  of  Tremont  stieetto  Boyls- 
ton  streel ;  thence  by  tbe  middle  of  Boylston  street 


to  Arlington  street;  tbence  by  the  middle  of  Ar- 
lington street  to  Commonwealth  avenue;  thence 
by  the  middle  of  Commonwealth  avenue  to  West 
Chester  Park;  thence  by  the  middle  of  West  Ches- 
ter P&rk  to  the  water;  thence  by  the  water  to  tbe 
point  of  beginning. 

Now,  I  desire  to  take  exceptions  to  what  I  may 
say  are  tbe  insinuations— and  I  sav  it  advisedly — 
contained  io  th«  remark  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  4  rath ei  than  iu  his  words.  He  would  en- 
deavor, it  would  seem,  to  make  ti  e  Council  be- 
lieve— I  harnly  think  thsy  can  believe  it — that  I 
mane  this  appeal  in  oroer  tuat  my  constituents 
might  think  I  had  done  my  duty,  and  that  I  might 
go  to  my  constituents  and  say,  "Yon  see  I  nave 
done  my  duty."  That  was  farthest  from  my  mo- 
tives. I  arose,  as  I  always  have  done,  to  discuss 
the  question  in  toe  manner  th  .t  I  thought  was 
right,  irrespective  of  anv  constituency  I 
have.  I  always  endeavor  to  have  an  opin- 
ion of  my  own,  and  never  fail  to  express  it. 
Tbe -nsi  nation  or  remark  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  4  was  to  the  effect  that  I  could,  go 
before  my  constituents  and  s-'ay  I  had  done  my 
duty,  aon,  gentlemen  of  tbe  Council,  you  can  vote 
him  down.  That  is  what  it  amounted  to.  One 
thing  mote.  I  norice  that  whena  gentleman  wants 
anything  passed  here  be  is  very  apt  to  say  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  will  pass  it;  and  if  he  don't 
want  it  passed  he  is  apt  to  say  that  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  will  not  pass  it.  I 
bold  and  always  nave  held  that  this  branch  is 
independent  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  I  care 
nothing  for  them  except  as  an  independent 
branch  of  tbe  City  Government,  and  I  hope  this 
Council  win  vote  as  it  thinks  right,  independently 
of  the  Aldermen,  and  throw  upon  them  tbe  re- 
sponsibility of  concurring  m  or  rejecting  the  pro- 
posed mea'sure.  So  far  aa  any  influence  has  been 
brought  to  bear  upon  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  in- 
dividually or  collectively,  by  gentlemen  from 
Ward  6, 1  will  onlv  say  thac  so  far  as  I  could — and 
I  don't  besit&te  to  sa3'it— oefore  the  line  was  al- 
tered from  Mt.  Vernon  to  Beacon  street,  depriv- 
ing  Ward  6  ct  200  voters,  I  urged  the  carrying  of 
the  line  to  Beacon  street;  aod  after  the  Alderman 
from  Wild  4  proposed  his  amendment,  being 
present  in  the  room  during  that  meeting, 
I  did  say  to  the  members  ot  that  Board  individu- 
ally, so  far  as  it  was  proper  foi  me  to  do  so,  that 
in  my  opinion  tbe  people  of  Ward  6  wanted  the 
lines  reestablished ;  and  at  the  last  meeting  of 
the  Council  I  bad  a  petition  here  sigued  by  gen- 
tlemen living  upou  tbe  pandle— I  use  tbe  term  for 
brevity — asking  that  they  might  be  retained  in 
old  Ward  6  or  new  Ward  9.  So  when  we  come  to 
an  expression  of  opinion  from  the  intelligent 
voteis  of  Wird  6. 1  don't  hesitate  to  say  unquali- 
fiedly to  the  Council  that  they  have  ful- 
ly expressed  their  wishes,  aod  if  I  had 
known  that  this  matter  was  coming  up  this  even- 
ing I  should  have  seen  that  their  wishes  were 
brought  betore  the  Council  in  writing,  that  the 
Council  mav  know  that  at  least  two-i birds  of  the 
voters  ask  to  be  retained  in  tha  ward.  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  no  v  move  tbe  previous  question. 

Tbe  mam  question  vas  ordered. 

On  moiion  of  Mr.  Kimbal1,  tbe  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered  on  his  amendment,  and  it  was  re- 
jected— yeas  24,  v>ays  34. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Biackett,  Clarke,  Crocker,  Cush- 
ing,  Day,  Guild,  Harmon,  Hiscock,  Kimball, 
Loring,  Murray,  .Newton,  Pagv,  Parker,  Perkrns, 
Kice,  oprague,  Sweitser,  Tbacbei,  Train,  Waas- 
woitb,  Walah,  Wilicutt,  Woods— 24. 

Nays— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bany,  Burditt,  Bur- 
gess, Coyle,  Cusoman,  Devereux,  Duggan,  Ed- 
wards, Fitzgerald,  Fitzpatiick,  Flynn,  Goldthwait, 
Harrigan,  Hioks,  Howes,  Kelley,  Kiogsley,  Lap- 
pen,  Moley,  Mooney,  Morrison,  Osborne.  Pierce, 
Power,  Shaw,  Smith,  Stacey,  Trull,  Walbridge, 
Whitcomb,  Whitmore,  Wilbur,  Wilson— 34. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Bent,  Cawley, 
Collins,  Curtis,  Damon,  Felt,  Jaques,  Kingsbury, 
Leigbton,  Long,  Noyes,  Peabody,  Sampson,  Sib- 
ley—14. 

The  amendmeot  of  Mr.  Fitzgerald  was  adopted 
and  the  question  was  upon  the  passage  of  the 
ordinance  as  amended,  viz.,  section  1  of  the  orig- 
inal ordinance  as  printed  in  City  Document  111, 
with  sections  2  and  3  as  given  abov.'. 

The  ordinance  as  amended  was  passed  and  a 
motion  to  reconsider,  by  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  hoping  it 
would  nor  prevail,  was  lost. 

Seat  up. 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

A  communicatioa  was  received  ftom  the  Trus- 
tees of  the  Public  Library,  accepting  tbe  plans  of 


NOVEMBER      11 


1875 


629 


the  City  Architect  for  the  necessar?  enlargement 
ot  the  gallery  at  the  rear  end  of  Bates  Hall,  and 
asking  that  measures  be  adopted  to  complete  the 
work. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Buiditt  of  Ward  16, 
to  the  Joiut  Co  nmittes  on  Public  Library. 

Sent  up. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

Bv  Mr.  Brack<ett  of  Ward  10— Petition  of  F.  V. 
Bulfincb  and  others,  deputy  collectors,  to  be  paid 
fees  collected  before  Sept.  1.  Refer^d  co  Joint 
Committee  on  Claims. 

By  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16— Petition  o£  Alex- 
ander H.  Rice  and  983  others  that  a  department  of 
homoeopathy  be  established  at  the  City  Hospital. 
Referred,  on  motion  ot  Mr.  Perkins,  to  Joint 
Committee  on  City  Hospital,  with  instructions  to 
give  a  public  hearing. 

Severally  sent  up. 

TRUANT  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15  submitted  the  follow- 
ing, which,  on  bis  motion,  was  lail  on  the  table 
and  ordered  to  be  printed: 

Majority  Report.  The  Committee  on  Public  In- 
stitutions, who  were  instructed  to  report  a  suita- 
ble place,  separate  and  apart  ttom  the  penal  insti- 
tutions, to  which  mpy  be  sent  the  minors  hereto- 
fore committed  to  Deer  Island  under  the  Truant 
and  Vagrant  acts,  having  carefully  considered 
the  subject,  would  respectfully  report  that  inti.eir 
opinion  the  building  on  Marctslla  street,  Rox- 
bury,  formerly  used  as  an  almshouse  and  • 
no«v  held  by  the  Board  of  Health  for 
a  smallpox  hospital,  would  be  a  suitable  place  for 
the  accommodation  of  said  minors.  The  buil  ling 
was  taken  by  the  Board  of  Health  in  the  begin- 
ning of  1873,  and  as  soou  as  the  rear  ful  eni  ieinic 
then  raging  bad  been  suppressed,  they  expressed 
their  desLe  to  discontinue  its  use  as  a  hos- 
pital wnenever  another  place  on  cue  main 
land  could  be  procured.  Several  places  have 
been  recommended  to  the  Government,  but 
for  various  reasons  do  definite  action  has 
been  taken.  There  are  no  c«es  of  small- 
pox in  the  city  at  the  present  time,  and 
there  is  no  likelihood  ot  any  epidemic  for  a  num- 
ber of  yeara  to  come,  as  very  thorough  measures 
have  been  taken  in  regard  to  vaccination.  A 
smallpox  hospital  is  now  maintained  at  Gallop's 
Island  at  a  considerable  annual  outlay,  with  a 
steam ttoat  which  can  be  used  at  any  time  for  the 
transportation  of  patients  from  the  cicy,  ana  it 
seems  to  be  unnecessarily  expensive  to  hold,  in 
addition  to  that,  the  extensive  and  valuable  prop- 
erty in  Roxbury,  merely  tor  the  purpose  ot  treat- 
ing four  or  five  cases  of  sickness  in 
the  course  of  the  year.  If  an  emer- 
gency arises  tor  the  use  of  ^  hospital  on 
the  main  land  the  Board  of  Health  can  exercise 
their  power  under  the  statutes  and  take  a  suitable 
place  tot  the  purpose. 

The  old  almshouse  estate  ao pears  to  be  admir- 
ably adapted  for  the  purposes  ot  an  institution  for 
the  care  of  neglected  children  and  truants.  Theie 
are  nearly  eleven  acres  of  land  which  can  be  util- 
ized for  various  purposes  ist  their  education  and 
employment.  The  City  Architect  has  examined 
the  builQing  and  estimates  that  accorntnodat'ons 
can  be  furnished  tor  250  children,  at  ao  expense 
of  about  $10,000.  Tbe  number  of  truants  at  Deer 
Island, 'Oct.  11,  v  as  127;  namely,  123  boys  and  four 
girls:  of  negl-cted  children  sixty;  tamely,  fifty- 
four  boys  and  six  girls.  It  appears,  therefore, 
that  the  whole  number  to  be  accommodated  at 
thistimtiin  the  proposed  separate  institution  is 
187.  If  it  should  be  thought  best  to  make  the  es- 
tablishment a  permanent  on*,  tbe  buil  lings  could 
be  enlaiged  whenever  the  number  of  children  ex- 
ceeded the  capacity  of  the  present  structures. 

Tbe  committee  would  respectfully  recommend 
the  passage  of  tbe  accompanying  order. 
For  a  majority  of  the  committee, 

Wm.  G.  Thacher. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  take 
possession  of  the  estate  ou  Vlarcella  street  owned 
by  the  city,  and  now  held  tor  the  purposes  of  a 
smallpox  hospital,  and  to  make  sucn  repairs  and 
alterations  therein  as  may  be  required  to  fit  the 
same  for  the  accommodation  of  minors  committed 
under  the  truant  a- d  vagrant  acts;  tbe  ezpens.e, 
estimated  at  $10,000,  to  be  transferred  for  that 
puipose  from  the  Reserved  Fund. 

Minority  Report.  The  undeisigned,  a  member 
of  tbe  Committee  oti  Public  Institutions,  respect- 
fully dissents  from  th»  foregoing  report  of  the 
majority  of  said  committee  in  so  far   as   it  pro- 


vide? for  taking  possession  of  the  smallpox  hos- 
pital i  n  Marcella  streer,  for  the  purposes  of  an 
institution  for  truants  and  neglected  children,  be- 
fore furnishing  another  place  on  toe  main  land 
suitable  for  a  smallpox  hospital. 

The  undersigned  heartily  concurs  in  the  recom- 
mendation that  a  suitable  place  should  be  pi o- 
vided  for  th°se  minors  separate  and  apart  from 
the  penal  institution^,  and  ue  is  of  opin- 
ion that  the  old  almshouse  estate  is  well 
adapted  for  the  temporary  establishment,  at 
lease,  of  suce  m  institution;  "but  he  believes  that 
the  public  health  might  be  endangeied  by  de- 
priving the  Board  of  Health  of  a  place  towaich 
smallpox  pat.euts  can  be  removed  without  delay, 
and  where  they  can  receive  proper  treatment 
from  exoerienced  physicians.  It  is  tbe  opinion, 
not  only  of  the  health  officers,  but  the  leading 
physicians  in  the  city,  that  it  is  not  safe  to  trans- 
port to  Gallop's  Island  persons  suk  witn  smallpox 
or  other  contagious  or  infectious  diseases,  espe- 
cially in  the  winter  season,  when  those  diseases 
prevail  to  the  largest  extent.  The  establishment 
at  Gallop's  Island  is  not  maintained  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  such  smallpox  patients  as  might 
in  case  of  emergency  be  sent  from  the  main  land  ; 
it  is  maintained  for  quarantine  purposes,  ano  as 
such  is  admiuisteied  iu  the  most  economical  man- 
ner. 

The  Board  of  Health  have  repeatedly  expressed 
their  desire  to  abandon  tbe  old  almshouse  for  a 
less  valuable  estate  as  soon  as  one  is  provided. 
The  duty  of  providing  anothtr  place  devolves 
upon  the  City  Council.  The  board  cannot  take 
any  place  until  called  upon  to  make 
provision  for  persons  actually  sick,  and  then  the 
delay  which  must  necessaiily  occur  from  want  of 
previous  preparation  may  prove  fatal.  A  serious 
epidemic  now  prevails  in  tbe  cit.v  of  Brooklyn, 
and  common  prudence  requires  that  evetv  pre- 
caution should  be  taken  to  prevent  it  from  obtain- 
ing a  foocholo  heie. 

An  order  was  oassed  last  year,  by  tbe  City  Coun- 
cil, authorizing  the  Committes  on  Health,  with  the 
approval  of  the  Mayor,  to  purchase  an  estate  for 
a"  smallpox  hospital',  at  an  expense  not  txceed- 
ing  $25,000.  For  some  reason  that  committee 
failed  to  exercise  tbe  powers  vbic^i  it  asked  and 
obtained  f  rum  the  City  Council ;  and  as  those 
po  ^ers  did  not  descend  to  the  committ°e  for  the 
present  year,  it  seemed  proper  that  the  order 
should  be  renewed.  Itisio  that  way  oniy  that  a 
proper  solution  of  the  question  can  be  reached. 
The  utdersigned  would,  therefore,  respectfully 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  aecompanuug 
order.  Charles  J.  Prescott. 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Healtn  be  ano  tbey  are  hereby  authorized  to  pur- 
chase, with  the  approval  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
and  the  Board  of  Health,  a  suitable  lot  of  laud 
and  buildings  within  tbe  limits  of  tbe  city  of  Bos- 
ton, for  the  location  ot  a  hospital  for  contagious 
and  infectious  diseases;  the  expense  uot  to  ex- 
ceed the  sum  ot  $25,000,  to  oe  transferred  101  that 
purpose  from  the  Reserveu  Fund. 

VOTING  PLACES   IN  THE  NEW  WARDS. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

The  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  who  weio 
directed  by  au  order  of  the  City  Council  to  fur- 
uisn  vct'ng  places  to  be  used  on  the  14tii  day  of 
December  next,  beg  leave  to  report,  recommend- 
ing the  passage  ot  tbe  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  Tttat  the  following  places  be  and 
they  "are  hereby  established  as  voting  places,  un- 
der the  new  cnvi"iO"  ot  wards,  on  th  14th  r!ay  of 
December  next,  namely: 

Waid  1— Room  under  Bennington  Hall,  Ben- 
niDgton  street,  near  Central  square,  East  Boston. 

Ward  3— E.  geworth  Chapel,  Edg-.ivon.h  street. 

Ward  4— Congress  Hall,  Main  street,  Chaileu- 
town. 

Ward  5— Baptist  Church,  Union  street,  Charles- 
town. 

Ward  7— Raynor's  Buildi  og,  Union  street. 

Ward  12— Harvard-street  Church  vestry,  corner 
of  Han-ard  streer  and  Harrison  avenue. 

Ward  14— Police  Station  Mouse  12. 

Ward  17— Basement  of  Her  id  an  church,  corner 
cf  Shawmut  avenue  and  Waltham  street. 

Ward  19— Bath  house,  Cabot  street. 

Ward  20— Police  Station  Mouse  9. 

Ward  21— Institute  Hall,  formerly  Ward  14. 

Ordered,  That  tbe  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  auth  nzed  to  hire,  and  to  make  such  alter- 
ations as  inav  be  needed  to  fit  up  rooms  lor  the 
purpose   of    voting,  under    the    new  division  of 
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wards;  tbe  expense  to  be  charged  to  tbe  appro- 
priation for  Public  Builoiugs. 

Ordered,  That  the  following  locations  be  and 
they  are  herecy  establisusd  as  voting  places  to  be 
used  by  the  citizeu3  of  the  city,  under  tbe  oew  di- 
vision of  wards,  on  trie  foartsentb  day  of  Decem- 
ber ne\t,  and  until  otherwise  ordeied  by  tbe  City. 
Council,  namely: 

Waid  2 — Oil    Lyman     Scboilbouse,    formerly 
wardroom  1. 

Ward  6— Scboolbouse,  Nortb  Berjnet  street, 
formerly  wardroom  2. 

Ward  8 — Wells  Scboolbouse,  formerly  ward- 
room 3. 

Ward  9— Old  Pbillips  Scboolbouse,  Anderson 
street,  formerly  wardroom  6. 

Wa.ti  10— Scboolbouse  building,  Mason  street. 

Ward  11— Old  wardioom  9,  Church  street.      • 

Ward  13—339  Bi  oa  lway,  South  Boston. 

Ward  15 — Old  waraioom  12,  corner  of  Dor- 
chester and  Fourtn  streets. 

Ward  16— 01 1  wardioom  10,  Franklin  School- 
house. 

Ward  18— Schoolhouse,  Concord  ttreet,  did 
wardroom  11. 

Ward  22— Town  Hall,  Brigiiton. 

Ward  23— Curtis  Hall,  WestRoxbury. 

Ward  24— Town  Hall,  Dorchester. 

Tbe  orders  were  lead  twice  and  put  upon  their 
passage. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4— I  move  to  amend  tbe 
orrte>  by  striking  out  the  part  in  regard  to  Ward 
11.  As  I  understand  tbe  matter  we  caa  pass  the 
orders  in  regard  to  all  toe  wards  in  which  there  is 
no  questiou  ;  but  I  bave  been  requested  by  some 
of  the  citizens  of  Ward  11  to  state  that  anothPr  lo- 
cation can  be  obtaHe  !  which  will  be  much  more 
satisfactory  to  a  majority  of  the  voters  of  tbe  ward. 
As  an  order  can  jest  as  well  be  introduced  ioto 
tbe  Board  of  Alaecmen  aext  Monday,  it  by  no 
means  renders  tbe  other  part  inefficient  to  strike 
out  this  part.  I  think  taete  are  sufficient  reasons 
to  make  us  pause  before  locatioga  wardroom  in 
oae  corner  of  Ward  11,  instead  of  the  centre. 
It  is  represented  to  me  that  the  drill  room 
on  Dartmouth  stteet,  which  is  hired  bv  tbe 
city,  can  be  procured  for  the  purpose.  Of 
course  it  is  difficult  to  pass  upon  the 
subject  now,  as  tbe  citizens  only  learned  of  tbe 
committee's  action  through  a\>  unauthorized  pub- 
lication in  the  morning  newspapers,  and  I  think 
this  particular  section  should  be  laid  over  to- 
night. 

Mr.  Burditt-The  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings have  had  rather  an  onerous  task  to  perform 
io  selecting  wardrooms  for  tbe  oew  wards  in  the 
time  allowed.  Thev  have  used  every  means  to 
find  the  best  loca'ities,  please  the  voters  and 
bring  out  the  largest  vote,  and  I  believe  we  have 
done  as  well  as  we  coulct.  They  bave  no 
pride  in  having  their  plan  adopted,  but  in 
this  particular  case  a  member  of  the  committee 
from  that  ward  took  puns  to  post  himself ,  and 
we  felt  pretty  sure  that  justice  bad  been  done.  I 
will  let  bim  speak  for  that  portion  of  the  report. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  9— There  is  oo  proper 
house  in  that  portion  of  the  ward  that  tbe  gentle- 
man fiom  Waid  4  speaks  of  ibat  tee  committee 
are  aware  of,  and  no  real  facilities  for  having  a 
wardroom  there  without  an  extensive  outlay. 
We  did  n't  charge  the  wa-'d  lines  much,  and  I 
have  never  heard  any  complaint  against  the  pres- 
ent voting  place  in  Ward  9.  Tbe  wardroom 
is  situated  io  Church  street,  near  the  Tre- 
mont  stcset  and  Columbus  avenue  lines  of 
horse  cars.  Tbe  citizens  come  there  to  vote  ,and 
step  into  the  cars  and  pass  on  down  town  io  their 
business  The  drill  room  of  the  Institute  of  Tech- 
nologv  would  be  entirely  out  of  tbe  way  of  one 
end  of  the  ward,  and  1  don't  know  how  it  will  ac- 
commodate the  other  end  of  the  ward  better  than 
the  present  location  does.  The.  Aldeimau  from 
Ward  9,  who  is  also  on  the  committee,  fully  con- 
curs in  this  location.  Tnere  are  a  great  many 
places  that  the  city  must  hue  and  fit  up,  snd 
some  of  the  wards  could  not  be  accommodated 
with  wa-drooms  without  great  outlay,  snd  the 
committee  do  not  propose  to  go  to  any  more  ex- 
pense than  is  necessary. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— I  hope  the  amendment  of 
tbe  gentleman  from  Ward  4  will  not  pievsil.  New 
Ward  11  is  substantially  old  Ward  9;  the  ward- 
room was  constructed  exclusively  for  that  pur- 
pose, has  \>et  n  used  by  the  citizen  of  Ward  9  for 
a  great  many  years,  aid,  with  one  exception,  I 
never  heard  anything  but  approval  of  tbe  loca- 
tion. At  tbe  last  election  a  gentleman  suggested 
that  new  Ward  11  should  have  tbe  drill  room  of 


tbe  Institute  of  Technology,  and,  with  that  excep- 
tion, I  think  it  meets  the  approval  of  the  citizens 
of  Ward  9.  As  my  colleagua  has  suggested, 
a  change  from  tbe  Church -street  location  to 
the  Institute  of  Technology  would  requite  a 
coosidei  able  outlay,  and  I  certainly  hope  the  ward- 
room will  he  left  where  it  has  always  been,  on 
Church  street. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Of  course,  I  do  not  pretend  to 
aty  particular  information  in  regard  to  tbe  wishes 
of  citizens  of  that  ward  ;  but  I  would  remind  the 
senior  member  from  Ward  9  that  an  important 
change  has  beeu  made  in  nis  ward, by  which  some 
600  voters  northeast  of  Commonwealth  avenue 
bave  been  added  to  it,  and  that  is  the  portion 
of  the  ward  who  desire,  with  some  show  of 
reason,  that  tbe  question  be  lett  open 
two  or  three  days  more.  When  the  ques- 
tion is  cousidered  by  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men a  new  order  can  be  introduced  ano  sent  up 
to  us  next  Ihursday ;  but  if  it  be  adopted  before 
an  investigation  i?  made,  a  change  will  be  attend- 
ed with  great  difficulty.  The  room  selected  is  at 
tbe  extreme  southeasterly  corner  of  the  ward,  and 
however  convenient  it  in  ay  have  been  in  former 
years,  a  large  number  of  voters  believe  they  will 
be  inconvenienced,  and  desne  to  present  their 
case.  Unhss  some  very  strong  reasons  are  shown 
for  adortw.g  ic  tonight,  I  hope  it  will  be  left  open 
for  t »  o  or  thiee  days  longer. 

Mi.  Buidttt— I  would  call  atteniion  to  the  fact 
that  the  horse  cam  traverse  this  ward  almost  di- 
agonally, and  will  take  voters  from  the  extreme 
boundary  on  Marlborough  street  up  to  withia  a 
few  steps  of  the  proposed  wardroom.  I  cannot 
see  how  there  will  be  any  loss  of  time. 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Waid  15—1  desire  to  move  to 
strike  out  the  part  of  the  committee's  report  in 
regard  to  Ward  22,  fixing  the  voting  place  in  the 
town  hall,  Briguton.  We  can  procure  an  eagine 
house  for  the  next  election,  at  the  coiret  of  Long, 
wood  and  Brookliue  avenues.  There  are  1568  vot- 
ers in  that  portion  of  the  ward  set  off  to  Brigh- 
ton, and  only  1415  in  the  otaer  part.  There  are 
also  thirty-seven  voteis  who  will  be  obliged  to  go 
to  Jamaica  Plain,  and  twenty-four  from 
Waid  6.  Theie  are  many  voters  *ia  Brighton 
who  do  business  in  Bosto  ,  and  it  will  be 
mo"e  convenient  for  ihem  to  come  into  Boston  in 
that  direction,  than  for  tbe  voters  in  our  section 
of  tbe  ward  to  go  out  to  Brighton.  The  only  way 
we  >>ave  of  going  theie  is  to  take  the  horse  cats 
to  Boston  and  then  take  ibe  steam  cars  to  Brigh- 
ton, which  will  involve  the  expense  of  a  dollar, 
and  require  almost  the  entire  day;  and  then  we 
shall  have  to  come  back  into  Boston;  whereas,  a 
laige  number  of  Brighton  penole  do  business  in 
Boston,  and  can  deposit  their  ballots  on  the  ®ay  to 
their  business.  It  seems  to  be  nothing  but 
fair  that  the  voting  place  should  be  provided  in 
this  section  of  the  ward.  This  proposition  will  de- 
prive seven  or  eight  hunared  voters  of  tbe  ballot 
tbi?  year;  hut  that  will  i.ot  oe  done  if  the  voting 
place  is  located  in  the  section  of  old  Ward  15, 
where  I  propose. 

Mr.  Burditt — Tbe  committee  are  very  willing  to 
acknowledge  that  when  they  came  to  the  case  of 
Ward  22,  tbey  were  rather  m  a  dilemma.  Every 
gentleman  must  see  tbat  it  is  physically  impossi- 
ble to  give  satisfaction  to  tbe  voters  of  Ward  22 
at  the  next  election,  the  two  parts  of  the  ward 
being  separated  by  the  town  of  Brookline,  and 
there  being  oo  law  allowing  two  polling  places. 
After  .  onsiderable  discussion,  the  committee 
thought,  upon  the  whole,  that  it  was  best  to 
establish  the  polling  piace  in  the  Brigh- 
ton part  of  tbe  ward,  feeling,  however, 
that  they  would  not  express  themselves  very 
strenuously  on  that  point,  leaving  the  members  of  • 
the  Council  to  look  at  it  themselves,  and  recog- 
nizing i be  fact  that  notbinqr  can  be  done  that  wUl 
satisfy  the  whole  ward.  The  pl^ce  sugggested  by 
the  geDtlemao  from  Ward  15  was  considered,  and 
gentlemen  must  see  that  it  would  satisfy  nobody. 
It  may  be  the  least  of  two  evils,  but  it  is  n't  near  tbe 
population  of  West  Roxbury  and  it  is  quite  incon- 
venient to  the  peoole  of  Brighton.  If  tbe  Council 
see  fit  to  make  a  change,  the  committee  will  not 
strenuously  oppose  it.  If  the  gentleman  had 
lived  in  Ward  16  he  would  not  be  frightened  by 
tbe  distance  from  the  voting  place.  Out  there  we 
are  obliged  to  organize  a  system  of  teams  to  carry 
voters  to  the  polls. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15—1  hope  tbe  portion  in 
regard  to  Ward  22  will  be  recommitted.  I  will  go 
further  thia  the  gentlaman  from  Ward  15,  and 
ak  tbe  committee  to  give  us  a  location  about 
equidistant  from  the  two  ends  of  the  ward.    That 
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would  De  more  even  than  either  the  report  or  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  15. 

Mr.  Morrison— With  the  exception  of  the  one 
mentioned  by  the  gentleman  trom  Ward  15  [Mr. 
Clarke]  no  proper  place  can  be  found.  Tnere  is  a 
nairow  neck  or  land  running  out  at  Allston,  but 
there  is  no  building  there,  and  we  should  have  to 
erect  a  new  one.  It  seemed  hardly  wise  to  do  that 
for  od9  year,  as  we  shall  undoubtedly  have  au- 
thority to  establish  precincts  io  +hat  ward.  The 
commictee  are  not  particular  about  this,  and  if 
any  member  can  pick  out  a  satisfactory  place,  we 
will  aceept  it.  The  committee  thought  of  hiring 
a  portable  pnotograph  saloon  and  putring  it  on 
wheels,  but  finally  gave  thut  up. 

Mr.  Clarke— Any  gentleman  can  see  that  it  will 
be  much  wore  convenient  for  the  voters  in 
Brighton  to  come  to  the  city  and  vote,  than  it 
willbe  for  those  in  the  city  to  go  out  there.  They 
can  come  on  the  Boston  &  Albany  cars,  and  stop 
at  Beacon  street,  only  a  short  distance  from  the 
corner  of  Longwood  and  Brookliae  avenues;  and 
it  is  only  about  five  minutes'  walk  from  the  Provi- 
dence Railroad  'o  the  point  named. 

The  amendments  of  Mr.  Whitmote  and  Mr, 
Cla'ke  were  both  lost,  and  the  orders  read  twice 
and  pa«sed.    Sent  up. 

NEW  ENGINE  HOUSES. 

Mr.  Burdttt  of  Ward  16  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  beg  leave  to 
represent  that  an  additional  appropriation  is  re- 
quired before  the  contracts  can  be  awarded  and 
the  work  commenced  on  the  tew  engine  houses 
severally  in  Bjighton,  West  Roxbury  and  Egles- 
ton  square.  The  estimate,  as  made  by  the  Board 
of  Fire  Commissioners,  for  these  buildings,  in- 
cluding land,  was  $20,000,  bast  a  upon  the 
fact  that  in  one  instance  the  land  had 
beeo  donated;  but  afterwards  it  was  found 
that  the  location  was  oot  desirable.  The  gitt  of 
land  for  another  house  had  been  promised,  but 
the  expectation  was  not  realized.  The  land  for 
the  three  buildings  has  been  purchased,  leaving 
the  balance  of  the  appropriation  unexpended  in- 
sufficient to  erect  the  three  houses.  Plans  have 
beeo  prepared  for  toe  buildings,  approved  by  the 
Firs  Commissioners,  being  similar  for  the  three 
houses,  and  proposals  have  been  received  for 
erecting;  the  Brighton  building,  and  it  is  found  that 
the  balance  of  the  appropuarion  unexpended  is 
insufficient  to  complete  thebuild'ngs  :sper  plans; 
but  $3000  additional  will  be  needed  to  proceed  with 
the  work.  The'Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  be- 
ing desirous  of  having  the  buildings  erected  as 
soon  as  possible,  the  committee  respectfully  re- 
quest an  additional  appropriation  for  new  engine 
houses,  to  be  apportioned  as  deemed  expedient. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  Sent 
up. 

NORTHAMPTON-STREET  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Tiain  submitted  the  following,  from  the 
Joint  Committee  ou  Northampton-street  District: 

Repot  t  representing  that  an  additional  appro- 
priation of  $5000  will  be  requited  to  complete  the 
unfinished  woik  and  pay  for  estates  surrendered 
on  said  district.  Thisiequest  is  made  nect-ssary 
by  the  surrender  of  a  lot  of  lann  on  Fellows  street 
which  was  not  contemplated  when  the  foimer  ap- 
propriation was  made.  Tb«bal  nee  of  tne  appro- 
priation remaining  on  hand  at  this  time  amounts 
to  $8413.  Orders  have  been  passed  to  pay  John 
T.  Min*on  for  street  damages  $4802.47;  and  Al- 
vin  G.  Bartiett  for  an  estate  sun-enueied,  $7786.30. 
There  will  be  required  to  pay  for  u  settled  claims 
on  account  of  street  and  grade  damages,  say  $825. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  Sent 
up. 

Report  recommending  have  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  John  A.  Garvev  to  be  «  aid  for  dam- 
ages to  bis  property  caused  by  the  grauing  of  Fel- 
lows street.    Accepted.    Sent  up. 

Otctered,  That  the  assessmect,  amounting  to 
$1183.20,  made  upon  the  estate  f  ormetly  of  Rich- 
ard T.  Sullivan,  now  of  Charles  Francis,  on  the 
corner  of  Felloes  street  and  Webster  street, 
on  account  of  expenses  incurred  in  comply- 
ing with  the  provisions  of  chapter  340  of  the  acts 
of  the  year  1873,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  abated. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

PAY  OF  PAYING  LABORERS. 

Mr.  Walsh  of  Watd  5  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Paving  con- 
sider and  teporc  on  the  expediency  of  restoring 
the  pay  of  laborers  in  the  Paving  Department  to 
the  amounts  paid  previous  to  the  recent  reduc- 
tion. 


Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Walsh,  to  the  Com- 
mittee oo  Paving  of  the  Common  Council. 

RECOMMITTED. 

On  motion  of  JJir.  Thacbei  of  Ward  15,  the  re- 
port of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of  the 
Standard  Laundiy  Machine  Company  to  be  paid 
for  infringement  of  their  patents  by  certain 
agents  of  the  city  was  taken  from  the  table  and 
recommitted  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims. 
Sent  up. 

THE  CITY    CHARTER. 

Mr.  Kimball  moved  to  take  np  ttie  special  as- 
signment for  8  P.  M.,  viz.,  new  city  charier,  as 
amended  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  (Priated 
City  Doc.  No.  50, 1875.) 

Declared  lost.  Mr.  Kimball  doubted  the  vote, 
and  on  his  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered 
on  solving  the  douot.  The  special  assignment 
was  taken  up— yeas  32,  nays  21: 

Yeas  —  Messrs.  Brackett,  But  ditt,  Burgess, 
Crocker,  Cushman,  Day,  Felt,  Fitzgerald,  Gold- 
thwait,  Guild,  Harmon,  Hiscock,  E-lowes,  Kimball, 
Loring,  Morrison,  Newton,  Osborne, Page, Perkins, 
Pierce,  Sampson, Smith,  Sprague,  Sweetser,  Train, 
Wads  worth,  Walb>idge,  Whitcomb,  Whitmore 
Wilbur,  Willeutt— 32. 

Naya— Messrs.  Anderson,  Barry,  Clarke,  Coyle, 
Deveteux,  Duggan,  Fitzpatrick.  Flynn,  Hacngan, 
Hicks,  Kelley,  Kingsley,  Lappen.  Molev,  Mooney, 
Power,  Shaw,  Stacev,  Toucher,  Trull.  Walsh— 21. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Bent,  Cawley,  Col- 
lins, Curtis,  Cusbing,  Damon,  Edwards,  Jaques, 
Kingsbury,  Leighton,  Long,  Murray,  Noyes, 
Paiker.Peabodv,  Rice,  Sibley,  Wilson,  Woods— 19. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Watd  7  moved  that  the  subject  be 
further  assigned  to  8  P.  M.,  next  Thursday. 

Mr.  Kimball — I  hope  the  subject  will  not  be  spe- 
cially assigned  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Coun- 
cil,at  eight  o'clock,  or  any  other  hour.  I  say  it  with- 
out meauing  any  offence  to  any  gentleman  pres- 
ent, but  I  think  it  must  be  apparent  to  every  one 
thar  the  opponents  of  the  new  city  charter  are  not 
willing  to  discuss  it.  Representing  the  committee 
on  the  part  of  this  branch,  I  desire  tv>at  this  char- 
ter shall  be  disposed  of  in  some  manner.  For  one 
I  would  like  to  take  up  the  charter  and 
give  all  the  time  to  it  that  is  necessary, 
and  ascertain  the  opinions  of  the  individual  mem- 
bers of  the  Council,  discuss  ic  section  by  section, 
and  adopt  or  reject  it.  I  don't  bslieve  in  carrying 
it  along  ftom  night  to  nigbt  without  doing  any- 
thing about  it.  If  the  opponents  of  the  charter 
will  see  fit  to  make  a  motion  which  shall  effectu- 
ally dispose  of  it,  the  friends  of  the  charter  will 
unquestionably  endeavor  to  meet  it  and  show 
why  it  sbjuld  not  be  killed  or  refened  to  the  next 
City  Government.  I  don't  think  it  is  anything 
out  of  the  way  lor  the  committee  to 
ask  that  some  action  be  taken.  It  is 
not  late;  we  have  stayed  here  much  later 
than  this  to  discuss  matters  \a  which 
members  take  an  interest,  and  I  see  no  reason 
why  we  should  oot  discuss  it  section  ny  sec- 
tion tonignt,  or  come  to  some  definite  aclion  in 
regard  to  it  as  a  whole.  I  hope  the  motion  to 
assign  will  not  prevail,  for  I  feel  sure  that  eight 
and  nine  o'clock  will  pass,  a"d  when  the  time 
cotnes  the  Council  will  either  vote  c ot  to  take  it 
uo  or  to  specially  assign  it.  I  should  like  ,-oine 
action  iu  order  to  dispose  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  Whitmote  of  Ward  4—1  also  hope  that  the 
motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  will  not  prevail, 
for  the  very  valid  reasons  given  by  the  gencluman 
from  Ward  6.  It  is  due  to  the  commissioners,  to 
the  other  branch,  and  especially  to  the  committee. 
Though,  as  the  Council  are  aware,  I  Differ  from 
the  conclusions  to  «hicb  th»  committee  hav«  ar- 
rived. I  think  the  Council  owes  them  a  great 
deal  of  tespect  for  the  great  diligence  with  which 
tbey  have  discharged  their  dutv.  All  they  ask  is 
that  it  shall  be  decently  disposed  of.  There  is  noth- 
ing so  discouraging  or  that  can  have  a  worse  effect 
ut  on  members  of  a  committee  than  the  knowledge 
ot  the  fact  that  their  whole  woth  maybe  shelved 
without  their  having  a  chance  to  present  any  evi- 
dence chat  has  been  given  to  them.  I  trust  it,  will 
be.  considered  tonight.  In  regard  to  the  proposi- 
tion made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  0,  as  to 
the  method  of  disposing  of  it,  't  is  probable 'hat 
all  the  members  of  the  Ccii" cil  are  aware  that  I 
have  a  proposition  to  offer  as  a  substitute, 
which  consists  ot  only  two  sections,  and  vet  I 
think  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6  will  agree 
with  me  in  saying  that  in  those  two  sec- 
tions a  considerable  change  is  made  from 
the  present  city  charter.  My  own  view  is 
that  we  should  have  a  vote  upon  the  que-aion, 
though  I  differ  iu  opinion  from  the  committee.    It 
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the  motion  to  assign  does  not  prevail,  I  will  offer 
my  amendment  now,  so  that  if  the  Council  desires 
to  take  a  summary  method,  we  can  very  soon  do 
so,  wituout  an  indefinite  postponement  or  pro- 
lorging  the  discussion.  I  trust  the  motion  to  spe- 
cially assign  will  not  p'evail. 

Mr.  Hows?  of  Ward  11 -I  move  to  amend  the 
morion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7,  by  moving 
that  it  be  specially  assigi  ed  to  Che  consideration 
of  the  Council  of  1876.  That  will  bring  the  whole 
mattei  to  a  defirrire  i<sue.  If  the  Council  of  this 
year  wish  to  take  action  upon  it,  they  will  vote 
against  the  niotioa. 

Mr.  Flynn— I  accept  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Fitzgeialdof  Ward  7—1  hope  that  motion 
will  not  pievail,  for  it  simply  means  we  will  have 
nothing  to  do  with  it.  If  we  i.  tend  to  show  that 
respect  to  the  commissioners,  as  my  friend  from 
Waid  4  thinks  we  should  ;  if  we  want  to  show  any 
respect  to  the  committee  of  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  7  [Mr.  Flyon]  was  one— 
and  he  knows  how  we  scent  evening  after 
evening  discussing  it,  until  some  of  us  became 
di9gusted  with  it— I  thin>i  it  is  due  to  those 
who  labored  with  it  that  the  Council  should 
take  defiuite,  action— 1  don't  mean  section  ty  sec- 
tion, but  at  least  that  the  Council,  by  a  direct 
vote,  should  say  whether  they  are  -n  favor  of  trie 
prmcinle  involved  in  the  charter.  I  think 
thf>t  is  simply  what  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  6  astes  tonight.  It  is  to  take  one 
step  further,  and  insie -id  of  indefinitely  postpon- 
ing it,  after  so  much  labor  and  discussion,  to 
mate  up  our  minas  to  take  a  direct  vote  upon  the 
principle  which  th"  charter  involves,  and  that  is 
cotLmiasiOLS— whether  it  would  be  desirable  to 
begin  that  course  which  is  the  ground  woik  of 
the  new  charter.  If  we  vote  to  indefinitely 
postpone,  it  means  nothing  —  it  19  not  in 
favor  of  it,  or  opposed  to  ii.  I  presume 
a  great  many  outside  of  this  Council  would  like 
to  Know  what  is  the  feeling  of  this  body  upon  it, 
and  for  that  reason,  if  lor  no  other,  I  should  be  in 
favor  of  a  direct  vote. 

Mr.  Howes— In  making  that  motion  I  think  I 
carried  outthe  idea  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6. 
It  is  very  evident,  or  must  be  to  most  of  the  gen- 
tlemen here,  that  it  will  be  almost  impossible  to 
arrive  at  a  vote  upon  it  ir  the  way  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  7  wishes.  Gentlemen  can  make  tneir 
arguments,  pro  and  con,  on  commissions,  upon 
this  question,  with  the  understanding  taat  the 
issue  is  whether  we  shall  have  commissions  or  not, 
and  it  was  in  that  view  that  I  made  the  motion, 
'the  question  of  changing  the  popular  mode  of 
city   government  to  something  more  definite  and 


effective  is  one  which  s°ems  to  have  come  on  all 
our  American  cities  whenever  they  have  arrived 
at  a  certain  size,  and  is  undoubtedly  of  vital  inter- 
est. .No  American  doubts  foi  a  moment  that  the  sys- 
tem ol  authority  which  now  obtains,  and  which 
has  obtained  from  the  first,  in  our  New  England 
townships,  in  simplicity  ot  execution,  and  espe- 
cially in  the  political  education  it  allows  to  the 
people,  is  nearer  to  perfection  than  any  other 
scheme  of  government  kcown  to  the  human 
race.  It  is  the  purest  kind  of  democra- 
cy, which  brings  every  question  of  pub- 
lic interest,  from  a  legislative  point  of  view, 
before  every  votei,  vshile  the  ratio  of  executive 
offici-rs  is  so  large,  when  compared  with  the 
electors,  that  almost  every  one  of  the  latter  has  at 
some  time  in  his  life  a  share  in  the  local  adminis- 
tration. It  is  but  restating  what  has  been  said  by 
most  if  not  all  political  students  who  have  exam- 
ined our  institutions,  to  say  that  these  town 
meetings,  combi'  ed  with  the  popular  though  ru- 
ral modes  of  vdministrdtion,  form  the  grf  at  bar- 
rier against  the  eocroachment  of  centralization 
and  other  anti-demociatic  practices. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald— [Interrupting]  If  the  gentleman 
presses  his  motion  now,  I  jaise  the  point  that  the 
question  is  simply  on  the  special  assignment  and 
not  upon  the  merits  of  the  charter. 

The  President -The  point  is  well  taken. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— It  seems  to  me  but  fair 
that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4  should  be  al- 
lowed to  give  us  his  data,  that  we  may  consider  it. 
He  intimates  that  he  nas  a  substitute  to  offer, 
containing  two  sections,  and  I  should 
hops  that  he  may  have  that  opportunity.  I  am  as 
much  oppose,  as  he  is  to  this  proposed  system  of 
wholesale  commissions  in  the  city  of  Boston.  I 
think  the  people  are  heartily  sick  of  commissions, 
and,  therefore,,  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  offer  his 
amendment,  that  we  may  consider  it  at  the  proper 
time  The  proposal  to  postpone  it  to  the  next 
City  Government  is  very  different  from  a  motion 
to  indefinitely  postpone;  but  I  should  hope  it  will 
not  prevail,  that  we  may  haye  time  to  examine 
the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald— The  gentleman  from  Ward  11 
must  not  thiok  that  I  wish  to  prevent  him  from 
making  a  spe°ch.  It  he  withdraws  his  motion  I 
will  withdraw  my  objection. 

Mr.  Whitmore — As  1  understand  that  a  motion 
to  adjourn  vill  leave  this  matter  as  unfinished 
business,  which  will  bring  it  up  at  an  hour  most 
favorable  for  consideration,  I  move  that  the 
Council  do  now  adjouro. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  Council  ad- 
journed. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

NOVEMBER    15,    1875. 


Regularnieeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Aldeiman 
Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JUEOKS    DRAWN. 

Fourteen  traverse  jurors  for  the  South  Boston 
Municipal  Court  ana  twenty -four  traverse  jurors 
for  tae  Cbarlestown  Municipal  Court  were  drawn. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE. 

Tbe  expediency  of  constructing  sewers  lu  Hay- 
wara  place,  and  in  Bow  street,  between  Jenner 
and  Walford  streets,  was  considered  oo  orders  of 
notice.  No  one  appeared  to  object,  and  the 
orders  were  recommitted  to  che  Comimtcee  on 
Sewers. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of 
the  Board.  Mary  Keurey,  et  al.,  for  tbe  removal 
of  trees  from  the  street  at  423-441  Bunker  Kid 
street. 

Lewis  Wolf,  for  removal  of  a  tree  from  88  Main 
stieet. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as 
follows:  Patrick  J.  Ryan,  new  wooden,  three 
borses,  Brookline  avenue,  Ward  6;  George  M. 
Schell.new  wooden,  two  horses,  156  Ward  street; 
W.  H.  H.  Young,  old  brick  stable,  ten  horses, 
First  stieet  between  F  and  Dorchester  streets; 
James  Darrari,  new  wooden,  two  horses,  Wash- 
ington street,  Waid  19. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Assessors'  Depart- 
ment. Mercantile  Wbarf  Company,  for  remission 
of  tax  on  certain  land  conveyed  to  the  city  for  the 
extension  of  Clinton  an  i  Richmond  streets. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Common.  Moses  A.. 
Dow,  that  a  circle  of  eight  elm  irees  be  set  in  the 
enclosure  of  City  squaie,  Charlestown,  and  that 
four  aliheas  be  placed  where  the  flower  beds  are. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  John  Federhen,  to  be  paid  for  land  taken 
to  widen  Mason  street. 

William  R.  Claik,  for  award  of  damages  for 
property  tak^n  by  tbe  Boston,  Revere  Beach  & 
Lynn  Railroad,  for  terrv  pui poses. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  "Johnson  &  Mears, 
for  If  ave  to  maintain  tbeii  sign  in  its  present  loca- 
tion at  20  Marshall  street. 

Wi'liam  H.  Hudson,  that  a  projecting  sign  at  5 
Temple  place  be  allowed  to  remain. 

James  D.  Judge  &  Co.,  that  a  projecting  mortar 
at  79  Beach  street  be  allowed  to  lemain. 

Draper  &  aail,  for  leave  to  locate  and  mountain 
a  sign  lantern  in  trout  ot  91  Dedtiam  street. 

Union  Institution  for  Savings,  for  leave  to 
maintain  theii  sigu  at  37  Bedford  street. 

George  A.  Poilard,  for  leave  to  maintain  ?.  lan- 
tern projecting  from  20  Harrison  avenne.- 

W.  A.  Congdoo,  for  leave  to  maintain  a  project- 
ing lantern  at  19  Howard  street. 

William  Bond  &  Son,  for  leave  to  maintain  a 
projecting  clock  at  17  Congress  street. 

O.  H.  P.  Siuitb  et  al.,  executors,  for  leave  to 
m-iatain  the  lamps  in  froat  of  the  Sherman 
House. 

H.  C.  Nims.  for  leave  to  maintain  a  projecting 
sign  at  6  Mason  street. 

Theodore  S.  Verv,  for  leave  to  maintain  a  pro- 
jecting sign  at  22  Pitts  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  City  Hospital.  Jo- 
seph Story  and  sixty  others,  that  a  department 
for  homoeopathic  treatment  of  the  si  k  be  estab- 
lishPd  in  the  City  Hospital. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Thomas  D.  Quin- 
cy  etal.,  that  Green  street  in  Dorchester  mav  be 
lighted. 

Nathaniel  Phillips  et  al.,  that  Bowdoin  street, 
Dorchester,  be  lighted  with  gas. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Elizabeth  Na>jle , 
for  a  common  sewer  in  Bow  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Petitions  for  leave 
to  move  wooden  buildings  by  William  R.  Cavan- 
agb,fiom  Ease  First  street  to  East  Second  street; 
John  S.  Blair,  on  Walnut  avenue:  John  Quirk, 
f  roiu  Longwood  avenue,  near  Vila  street,  to  Lotg- 
wood  avenue  at  No.  153. 

Thomas  J.  Homer  et  al.,  against  the  proposed 
reduction  of  the  grade  on  Moieiand  street. 
P  etitionsfor  buck  sidewalks  in  front  of  estate 


of  Annie  E.  Kitching,  225  Longwood  avenue; 
Isaac  B.  Sawtflle,  536  Dudley  street. 

Petition  for  edgestoues  and  brick  sidewalk  in 
froDt  of  estate  of  John   Morrish,  94  to  96  H  stieet. 

Ruth  L.  Reynolds,  for  repairs  on  sidewalk  of  85 
Mt.  Pleasant  av  uue. 

Benevolent  Fiaternity  of  Chuiches,  for  a  culvert 
at  corner  of  Camden,  Northampton  and  Tremont 
streets. 

Garrett  Walsh,  for  curbstones  on  Havre  street, 
between  Porter  and  Marion  streets. 

Charles  Moise  et  al.,  that  Corey  street  be  graded 
and  lighted  from  Centre  to  Weld  street. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

The  nominations  of  Joseph  D.  Bogan  acid  Lory  . 
D.  Chapman,  to  be  police  officers,  were  confiimed. 

PAPERS    FROM    THE    COMMON  COUNCIL    FOR  CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Petitions  were  lef erred. 

The  repoit  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition 
of  the  Standard  Laundry  Machine  Company,  for 
compensation  for  alleged  infringemeot  of  patent, 
came  uo  recommitted  to  Committee  on  Claims. 
Concurred. 

A  request  from  the  Committee  on  the  North- 
ampton-street District,  for  an  additional  appro- 
priation of  $5000,  came  up  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance.    Concurred. 

A  request  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings tor  the  sum  of  $3000,  to  be  added  to  the 
appropriation  for  Engine  Houses  in  West  Rox- 
bury,  Brighton  and  Egleston  square,  came  up 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  Con- 
curred. 

A  requesc  of  tbe  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library 
for  the  approval  of  a  pioposed  plan  for  the  en- 
largement of  the  Bates  Hall  galiery  came  up  re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Public  Library.  Con- 
curred. 

Order  for  abatexent  of  assessment  of  $1183.20 
on  estate  of  Richard  T.  Sullivan,  at  corner  ot  Fel- 
lows and  Webber  streets,  on  the  Northampton- 
street  district.    Passecs. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of 
John  A.  Ga:vey,for  grade  damages  on  Fellows 
street,  came  up  to  be  accepted. 

The  Chairman — Toe  report  bas  no  signature. 

Alderman  Worthingtou  -Ciu  it  be  considered  a 
repoit  without  a  signature? 

Tbe  Cbanman— The  Chair  has  doubts  whether  it 
can  be  considered  a  completed  report. 

Alaerman  Worrbington — I  move  that  the  report 
be  returned  to  th*s  Council  for  tbe  signature  of 
the  gentleman  who  made  it,  unless  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  thinks  be  is  authorized  to  sign 
it.  It,  seems  to  me  that  the  papers  i-hculd  come  to 
us  Dropeily  executed.  It  is  an  incomplete  report, 
and  before  it  can  be  considered  by  us  it  should  be 
returned  to  th    Council  to  be  signed. 

The  mocion  prevailed  and  the  report  was  sent 
down  for  signature. 

Orders  estaolishing  wardrooms  and  voting 
places  uadei  the  new  division  of  wards.  Laid  on 
the  table  for  the  time  being,  on  motio.:  of  Alder- 
man Stebbins,  to  await  action  on  the  ordinance 
for  a  new  division  of  wards;  and  subsequently 
taken  up  and  passed. 

DIVISION  OF  WARDS. 

Anew  ordinance  came  op  for  tbe  division  of 
the  city  into  w.-:rds,  beicg  the  ordinance  in  City 
Document  No.  Ill,  with  amendments  repeating 
the  forme  >  ordinance,  and  providirg  that  the 
new  ordinance  take  effect  for  purpose  of  the  issue 
of  warrants  «nd  the  appointment  of  ward  officers 
on  the  20th  instant,  and  for  all  other  purposes  on 
Dec.  13, 1875. 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  ordi- 
nance as  amended. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  have  a  merely  verbal 
amendme  t  to  offer  to  the  description  of  Ward  1, 
by  inserting  after  the  words  "East  Boston,"  in  the 
second  lin=,  the  woids  "including  Breed's  Is^nd, 
so  called  "  That  is  merely  to  avoid  a  misconstruc- 
tion, as  "all  toe  islands  in  the  harbor"  are  in- 
cluded in  Ward  2,  and  Breed's  Island  is  not  prop- 
erly a  part  of  East  Bo-ton,  so  called.  This  will 
remedy  a  possible  misconstruction  heieafter. 

Alderman  Power  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Clark— Mr.  Chairman,  I  trust  this 
Board  will  not  refuse  to  make  some  alterations  in 
the  lines  of  tbe  wards  in  the  old  sections  of  the 
city.  I  amps  fleetly  well  aware  that  what  is  un- 
derstood as  Alderman  Quincy's  amendmeathas 
beea  passed  by  both  branches,  and  that  the  time 
is  short  for  che  voting  lists  to  be  .  prepared  for  tha 
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next  municipal  election  ;  but  it  does  seem  to  me, 
Mr.  Cbairmn,  tbat  when  so  large  a  number  of 
citizens  come  nere  from  Ward  6  and  ask  that  the 
lines  be  put  back  substantially  as  they  were  be- 
fore, it  is  our  duty  to  give  them  some  considera- 
tion. I  have  a  petition  heie  which,  wiihyour  per- 
mission, Mr.  Cbanman,  1  will  read: 

'•To  tbe  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston— We, 
the  undersigned,  voters  and  lesidents  in  that  part 
of  i  be  present  Ward  6  lying  west  of  the  Public 
Garden  and  north  of  the  centte  lins  of  Common- 
wealth avenue,  hereby  respectfully  petition  that 
in  the  new  division  of  waids  they  may  not  be  sep- 
arated irom  the  remainder  of  rneir  old  ward." 

This  petition  is  signed  by  O  is  Norcross,  Benja- 
min F.  Thomas,  Charles  H.  Dalton,  Nathan  Mat- 
tnews,  Abbott  Lawrence,  Wi'ham  F.Weld,  George 

C.  Richardson,  John  P.  Putcaoj,  Avery  Plu.  er, 
James  L.  Little,  Jr.,  Edward  L.  Asanas,  Chester 
Guild,  Samuel  Johnson,  Charles  W.  Freelano, 
John  Jeffrie-,  Jr.,  John  T.  Co<  lidge,  C.  E.  Fuller, 
Edward  C.  Jonnson,  Riger  Wolcott,  and  many 
others.  Here  is  also  another  petition  to 
the  same  effect  signed  by  George  O.  Shat- 
tuck  and  Henry  Van  Brirot.  I  have  another  peti- 
tion here: 

"We,  ttte  undersigned,  voters  and  residents  of 
the  present  Ward  6,  hereby  resoectfullv  petition 
that  in  ihe  new  i  ivision  of  wards,  the  present 
boundary  lines  of  the  ward  may  remain  un- 
changed between  Joy  street  ano  West  Chester 
park." 

Tae  signers  ot  tbis  petition  are  ail  on  what  is 
called  the  "pan  ban  ie"  oi  the  "long  nine."  They 
are  all  below  Arlington  street  and  in  th<tt  portion 
of  ola  Ward  6  extending-  out  on  the  Milldam  to- 
ward the  toll  gate,  the  signatures  of  all  tbe 
gentlemen  who  hive  been  changed  from 
old  Wad  6  to  new  Ward  11.  It  is 
signed  by  E.  W.  Plummer,  George  F.  Mans- 
field, J.  H.  Ring,  George  A.  Darling,  Jo;nJ. 
O'DonreMjFreo  H.  Het  shaw,  R.  A.  Henshaw,  Z. 

D.  Cbaoaao,  H.  Seavey,  R.  F.  McClannm,  George 
A.  Chrffee,  T.  H.  Richardson,  Charles  H.  Hopkins, 
Seth  W.  Fuller,  Yern.u  Hoi  omok,  George  0,  Pow- 
ers, James  C.  Bates,  Wvzeman  Marshall,  Horace 
A.  Watson,  C.  S.  Parker,  Fianci?  A.  Osbsru,B. 
Joy  Jeffries,  Jeremiah  Abbott,  Chailes  P.  Horton, 
ai  d  many  others.  Here  is  another  petition  to  the 
same  effect  signed  by  Alpheus  Hardy,  William 
Perkins,  Jarvis  D.  Braman,  James  Sturgis.  J. 
Thooaas  Stevenson,  S.  D.Wanei.,  Fraaklin  Haven, 
Wil'iaru  G.  Russell  and  various  others,  seventv-six 
in  all.  Now,  it  does  seem  to  me  that  if  we 
can  make  a  change  that  would  continue  the 
boundaiv lines  of  Waid  6  about  as  they  aie  todav, 
it  is  our  duty  to  do  so.  The  wisbe<  of  the  citizens 
or  this  ward  should  be  considered  unless  good 
reaso -s  can  he  shown  why  it  should  not  be  done; 
and  1  contend  that  no  good  reasons  have  be  u  or 
can  be  shown  why  the  boundaries  of  that  w^rd 
should  be  so  radically  changed.  My  preposition 
does  not  chiuge  or  interfere  with  the  boundaries 
of  *-he  out'yiag  ward.'.  To  be  sure,  ic  slightly 
changes  tee  lines  of  adjoining  waros;  but  it  in- 
augurates ttw  plan  recommended  bv  Aide  man 
Prescott  at  a  former  metting,  and  I  contend,  Mr. 
Chairman,  that  if  chat  is  the  wish  of  the  resi- 
dents of  Ward  6,  it  is  not  right  or  fwr  o:  just  for 
us  to  disturb  them.  They  have  been  in  tbehacit 
of  voting  aid  acting  together  for  the  last  twenty 
or  thirty  years,  a  d  if  there  is  no  good  reaso  a  tor 
m-kitg  tne  chaoge  why  snouii  we  disturb  those 
who  have  a'way?  :akeo  an  active  ioterest  tn  pro- 
moting good  government?  They  have  been  will- 
ing aid  reac  -. ,  upon  all  occa-ions,  to  go  tn  ihe 
polls  and  do  their  utmost  to  elect  good  mem- 
bers of  the  City  Government  and  tbe  Stale  Legis- 
lature, irrespec+ivs  of  p-urtv.  That  is  a  notorious 
fact,  Mr.  Chairman,  acd  we  tad  an  evioeoce  of  it 
in  the  recent  State  election.  There  is  not 
a  "Teat  deal  to  be  said  rn  favor  of  retain- 
ing" c1  e  lines  reooited.  and  tbe  comaaittee 
have  shown  no  good  reason  for  ma?iog 
th-  change.  Now,  the  residents  ot  that  section 
ask  to  be  put  back,  snd  wbv  should  we  ot  grant 
tbe  request  of  these  respectable  citrzeos  aod 
heavy  taxpayers?  It  is  no  little  thing  to  upset 
the  arrangements  which  have  existed  in  a  certain 
section  for  attencing  to  their  municipal  affairs. 
They  oo  not  wish  to  b*  distu  bed,  and  I  tbiok  we 
will  be  guilty  of  great  injustice  if  we  dis  urb 
them.  Theie  are  no  reasons  for  altering  the  old 
lines,  but  tnere  are  some  strong  arguments  against 
ic,  tor  the  labors  of  the  Assessors'  department  will 
be  less  arduous,  aud  the  lines,  as  proposed 
by  the  Alderman  from  Ward  9,  will  be  about, 
the    same    as   they    are  now,— two  very    strong 


arguments,  to  say  the  least.  No  reason?  against 
this  proposed  change  have  been  urged  except 
symmet  y  and  «anr  of  time.  The  chairman  ot 
the  committee,  in  his  remarks  upon  this  subject, 
said  symmetry  *  as  not  to  be  considered— that  was 
when  they  piofosed  to  almoit  annihilate  Ward  6. 
Now,  if  it  is  urged  that  tbe  extension  of  Ward  6 
out  en  tbe  Mill  am  is  objtcuoi  able  on  account  of 
symmetry,  the  argument  of  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  4  is  of  no  avail.  I  do  hope,  Mr.  Chairman, 
that  we  shall  fiDd  it  in  our  way  to  oblige 
these  citizens  and  heavy  taxpayers  who  come 
here  and  i«ok  to  have  the  old  lines  of  their  w~rd 
remain  precisely  or  substantially  as  the?  wete 
before.  I  was  surprised  to  rind  so  m?.uy  of  thepeo- 
ple  residing  below  Arlington  street' dissatisfied 
with  the  arrangement  tbat  nas  been  made  to  take 
tbe.ra  out  of  their  ward.  I  supposed  tnat  all  who 
were  placed  in  Ward  11  were  satisfied;  but  when 
four  or  five  hundred  men  come  up  here  and  ask  to 
be  allowed  to  remain  wh-re  they  have  b<-en  for 
twenty  or  thirty  vtars.  I  believe  it  to  be  our  duty 
to  give  attention  to  their  petitio  :  if  no  good  rea- 
son can  be  shown  why  the  change  should  be 
made.  I  believe  we  snould  give  toeir  wishes  that 
attention  to  which  they  aree.titl  d.  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  move  to  amend  the — 

The  Chair— The  question  before  the  Board  is  on 
the  amendment  of  Alderman  Qumcy. 

Alderman  Quucy — 1  withdraw  the  amendment. 

Alderman  Clark— Then  I  move  to  atneud  the 
ordinance  bv  substituting  for  Wards  6,  7,  8,9,10, 
11, 12  and  16  the  oesenptions  now  lyin?  m  print  on 
the  Aldermen's  desks. 

[Toe  substitutes  were  substantially  the  amend- 
ments offered  by  Alderman  Prescott  at  a  former 
meeting.j 

Alderman  Quinsy — Mr.  Chairman,  I  like  to  see 
a  sailor  fight  his  ship  to  the  last,  aod  not  surren- 
der while  a  reasonable  hope  of  victory  remains. 
But,  sir,  after  he  has  once  fairly  acknowledged 
defeat  and  hauled  ao»n  his  colors,  it  the  a  drift- 
ing as  be  thinks  into  a  beitf  r  position,  he  runs 
them  again  to  bis  masthead  and  reopens  his 
broadside,  the  enemv  may  then  by  all  he  la*rs  of 
war  blow  him  into  the  a'r  or  send  him  to  Davy 
Jones  in  the  shortest  possible  order.  Now,  sir, 
under  what  circumstances  is  this  conflict  now  re- 
newad?  At  two  successive  sessions  of  tbis 
Board  tne  merits  of  the  proposed  substitute  for 
the  committee's  lines  weiv  most  ably  advocated, 
and  after  every  opporiunity  and  all  the  desired, 
time  had  been  given  for  itssuppoit,  the  same 
was  rejected  by  the  decisive  vote  of  two  to  one. 
In  the  other  branch,  after  the  arguments  (or  a 
suspension  of  the  rules  bad  beea"  pre -  =  med  by 
the  advocates  of  the  "ubstitute  as  forc'bly  as  was 
in  taeir  power,  they  tailed  of  obtaining  even 
a  majority,  much  less  the  requisite  two-thirds, 
therefor.  This  decisive  defeat  was  gracefully  and 
promptly  acknowledged  Sy  the  leader  of  the  oppo- 
sition. Down  eame  bis  flag  at  once,  and  hand- 
somely disclaiming  ail  desire  to  cause  f  archer  de- 
lay bv  a  factious  opposition,  he  himself  made  the 
clinching  motion  for  reconsideration  "hoping  that 
it  would  not  prevail."  Had  he  then  discovered, 
as  chairman  of  the  Juoiciary  Committee  of  the 
other  branch,  that  by  tbe  unexpected  delay  in  its 
passage  the  word  "next,'''  in  the  ordinance  no 
longer  grammatically  designated  November  ot  this 
year,  be  would  undoubtedly  have  suggested  the 
necescaiy  correction.  But  it  escaped  him,  sir,  as 
it  had  previously  escaped  me.  The  ordinance 
went  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  who  had  delayed 
big  visit  to  New  York  in  oroer  that  he  might  sign 
the  same  if  he  approved  thereof.  He  did  so,  and 
left  the  city,  and  1  believe  that  the  publn  no  less 
than  the  City  Government  breathed  more  freely 
in  the  belief  that  the  long  agony  was  over,  and 
that  the  malcontents  would  now  turn  their 
attention  co  making  the  best  of  the  in- 
evitable. Oar  City  Clerk's  attention  was 
called  to  the  error  wuich,  as  be  thought 
might  be  cured  by  a  simple  amendment.  But 
the  legal  mind  ot  cue  chairman  of  the 
judiciary  at  once  saw  the  oppoitunicv  for 
renewing  the  co.t°st.  In 'a  certain  point 
of  vie*,  sir,  I  regard  such  renewal  as 
taking  advantage  in  part  of  bis  own  negligence. 
For  as  we  have  no  committee  ou  bills  >n  the  third 
reading,  I  consider  it  tbe  business  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  Ordinance  Committee  in  each  biach 
to  look  after  and  amend  exactly  such  errors  as 
these,  previous  to  enactment.  We  neither  of  us 
did  so,  and  the  consequence  is  that  by  our  joint 
negligence  the  ordinance  may  in  a  rertain  view 
be  held  legailv  void  and  must  be  reenacted.  I 
should  consider,  sir,  the  renewal  of  the   contest 
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under  such  circumstances  as  entitely  unjustifia- 
ble, were  it  not  for  trie  view  taken  by  the  gentle- 
men frotn  tbe  aggrieved  ward,  to  the  effe.ct  that  al- 
though eojoying  am  ale  opportunities  to  prepare 
and  support  their  amendments  in  this  branch., 
they  hap.  uot  tl  at  access  to  the  numbered  map 
necessary  to  ptesent,  them  in  the  first  instance  in 
the  other.  However  mat  may  be,  the  reenact- 
ment  threw  tbe  doors  widj  once  more;  no 
rules  wert-  in  the  wav>  and  the  battle  was  again 
fought  on  the  same  lines  which  in  this 
branch  they  had  failed  to  catry,  with  an- 
other decisive  oefeat  as  a  result.  This 
making  two  square  defeats,  one  Iks  each 
branch,  it  might  Save  been  supposed  that  rue  now 
hopeless  contest  would  be  abandoned.  It  seems 
now,  howevei ,  as  it  Ward  6  has  rot  yet  tound  its 
last  ditch ;  for  in  the  interval  bet «  een  the  sessions 
of  the  two  branches,  a  complete  change  of  base 
has  been  effected.  The  eld  lues  have  bee  10  aban- 
doned, ibe  Kaleidoscope  is  given  another  turn, 
and  yet  another  brilliant  combination  of  gay  col- 
ors on  which  to  feast  our  eyes  appears.  It  looks 
very  pretty,  sir,  and  as  a  colonst  I  confess  my  in- 
feriority. The  sombre  and  lugubrious  land-cape 
which  1,  with  a  feather  and  an  ink  oottle,  pre- 
pared, as  showing  the  real  soaoe  of  the  wa' din 
question,  makas  a  poor  snow  by  the  side  of  the 
rainbow  tints  ii.  which  the  promised  land  of  Ward 
6  row  greets  our  gaze.  Certaioly  the  inequality 
of  numb  i  s  is  as  great,  and  as  it  strikes  my  eye 
the  inequ  «lity  of  area  is  greater,  in  tun  second 
substitute  than  the  first.  The  one  advantage  is 
that  the  lines  no  longer  bisect  the  Common,  and. 
the  row  of  poses  suggested  by  the  Al- 
derman on  my  left  will  be  unnecessary. 
But  it  is  idle  to  suppose,  sir,  that  either  of  the  sub- 
stitutes offer  any  substantial  advantage  over  the 
com  Mttee's  scheme,  if  the  one  great  argument  so 
strongly  pressed  m  private  was  satisfactorily  met 
by  me  m  my  remarks  at  a,  previous  session.  Is  the 
fact  that  certain  gentlemen  in  one  ward,  accus- 
tomed to  act  together  adrnitt&cly  for  good  govern- 
ment, must  now  b»  separated  and  compelled  to 
seek  new  associates  in  different  fialds,  necessarily 
such  a  blow  at  tbe  <^ause  of  good  government  as 
justifies  any  change  in  the  seven  w„rds  of  the  city 
proper  in  order  to  avoid  the  same?  Is  our  good 
city  necessarily  going  m  Mr.  Mantalini's  worus  to 
the  aemnition  bow-wows  because  a  few  gentle- 
meu  in  one  wajd  have  lost  their  old  majority  and 
must  no  v  work  >o  a  somewhat  uew  field  to  regain 
the  same?-  Let  me  contrast  the  two  complaints 
made  against  the  committee's  lines.  Toe  first 
which  found  utterance  through  the  press  was  to 
the  effect  that  the  upper  part  of  Beacon  street  was 
included  in  the  same  ward  with  tbe  South  Cove. 
That  having  been  remedied,  the  second  is  that  the 
lo^er  half  is  not  included  witbij  the  same  lines 
with  the  district  formerly  Known  as  "negro  bill." 
Thev  object  to  a  change  of  partners,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, and  there  is  the  whole  thing  m  a  nutshell. 
Great  stress  has  been  laid  on  the  defereoce  which 
should  be  paid  to  tbe  expressed  preference  of  so 
numerous  and  respectable  a  class  of  citizen?  as 
those  who  ir.  is  claimed  now  remonstrate  t.t  beiog 
shaker,  out  of  their  old  ruts.  In  a  clear  case  of 
six  of  oue  ■* n d  half  a  cozen  of  the  other  I  admit 
that  the  wishes  of  our  constituents  should  tura 
th°  '  cale.  Bui  if  I,  sir,  honestly  believing  that 
our  lines  will  in  the  course  of  ten  years  result  in 
the  most  good — if  I,  so  believing,  did  not  so  vote,  I 
should  remind  myself  of  the  men  for  whom  a 
writer  in  tbe  Nation  has  coined  tbe  name  of  horse 
politicians,  from  their  readiness  to  go  in  any  con- 
ceivable direction  in  which  they  think  their  con- 
stituents opsire  to  drive  them,  jusr  as  a  borse  car- 
lies  his  master  with  equal  alactity  to  a  gambling 
house  or  to  church,  never  bothering  his  head 
about  their  respective  merits.  If  soch  a  man 
thinks  that  his  constituents  beli' ve  in  hard 
money,  tb^n  he  is  all  for  a  return  to  specie;  if,  on 
tbe  other  band,  be  believes  them  deluded  iy  the 
paper  heresy,  then  no  gieeo-backed  bullfrog  was 
ever  a  greater  inflationist.  I  cannot  suppose,  sir, 
that  ths  more  intelligent  portion  of  my  constitu- 
ents would  prefer  being  represented  by  a  man 
whom  they  could  drive  wheo  his  opinions  differed 
from  their  own.  If  any  do  entertain  such  prefer- 
ence, they  will  sood  have  an  opportunity  ot  ex- 
pressing it. 

Aldeiman  Clark— I  don't  know  that  the  oarties 
who  sigi.ed  these  petitions  to  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men propose  to  make  an  issue  of  it  in  the  coming 
election,  aDd  I  had  not  thought  of  it  until  in- 
formed by  the  Al  letman  from  Ward  4.  I  certain- 
ly advocate  the  same  mea«uie  that  I  favored  upon 
a  previous  occasion.     1  stated   that  Ward  8  was 


satisf  actoty  to  m.^  personally ;  and  I  supposed 
from  the  intormation  I  derived  frojo  him  that 
his  amendment  was  satisfactory  to  -the  resi- 
dents of  Ward  6.  There  was  no  debate  upon 
this  subject  whtn  it  passed  th-;  Board  of 
Aliermen,  because  we  took  the  assurance  of 
the  gentleman  from  Wa<a  4  that  hi;  amend- 
ment was  satisfactory  to  the  residents  of  old  Ward 
6,  and  believed  it  was.  But  two-thirds  of  tbe 
voters  have  come  here  and  said  it  is  .ot  satisfac- 
tory, and  that  they  want  us  to  consider  whsther 
or  not  tbe  line  i  as  passed  here  snould  be  carried 
out.  That  is  the  reason  why  there  was  no  debate 
upon  this  subject  when  it  passed  trte  Board  of 
Aldermen.  I  am  perfectly  astonished  at  the  dis- 
satisfaction ;  and  until  Saturday  I  was  not  avfare 
that  the  people  down  there  wr>re  dissatisfied  with 
the  hues  as  passed  for  Ward  6.  Now,  1  contend, 
sir,  that  petitions  representing  large  numbers  of 
citizeus  deserve  consideration  at  the  hands  of 
tbis  Board,  coming  from  whatever  class  of  society 
or  from  whatever  section  of  the  city  they  may, 
and  Lhat  their  desiies  ate  not  to  be  passed  over 
in  this  brisk  manner — not  bv  any  means.  It  makes 
no  difference  to  me  whether  the  petitioners  are 
from  one  section  of  tte  city  or  the  other;  I  always 
endeavor  to  give  them  my  ca'eful  consideration, 
and  I  presume  that  when  four  or  five  hundred 
citizens  and  taxpayers  ask  to  oe  heard  tceyare 
entitled  to  be  treated  with  respectful  attention. 
Now,  Mr.  Chai -man,  the  alteration  of  these  lines, 
asked  for  by  these  petitioners,  does  not  affect  the 
interest  of  the  city  in  tbe  slightest  degree;  it 
changes  tbe  lines  in  a  few  of  the  ward-,  to  be 
sure,  but  it  ooesn'r  alter  tbe  number  of  voters 
in  the  wards.  There  is  nothing  at  issue — 
nothing  to  be  lost;  nothiig  to  be  gained. 
Now,  the  fact  that  this  odinance  has  passed 
both  branches  of  the  Govermnact  is  do  reason 
why  wb  should  not  make  the  vltexatiou  when  ive 
have  the  opportunity,  after  finding  that  we  have 
made  a  mistake  and'have  draw  a  lines  that  are  cot 
satisfactory  to  the  citizens  tber^.  I  have  no 
doubt,  sir,  that  if  the  amendments  which  I  pro- 
pose are  adooted,  they  will  be  concurred  in  by  the 
Common  Couocil  ?t  tneir  next  meeting,  as  it  was 
rejected  bv  only  a  slight  majority  at  their  last 
meeting.  There  is  no  trouble  about  getting  the 
voting  list*  reaoy,  because  the  Registrars  of 
Voters  say  they  caD  prepare  them  by  the 
fir?t  week  in  Decemoer; — lhat  information 
was  obtained  from  the  Registrars  of  Voters. 
Thery  is  no  excuse  then  for  making 
these  changes  if  we  deem  them  advisable. 
Inasmuch  as  this  simple  alteratioa  affects  no  gen- 
eral principles,  there  is  no  reason  why  we  strull 
not  review  this  matter,  and  accede  to  the  wishes 
ot  the  reside  tsot  that  section;  and  I  hope  this 
Board,  after  looking  into  the  matter,  will  inaka 
uo  iheir  minds  that  the  lines  formerly  proposed 
by  the  Alderman  from  Ward  9  will  be  adooted. 
Inasmuch  as  thev  will  be  more  satisfactory  to  that 
section,  and  as  no  objections  to  them  are  mads 
from  any  other  section,  I  think  we  ought  to  acopt 
the  a  ooerid  nents  I  have  had  the  honor  to  offe.  and 
which  are  substantially  the  same  as  offeel  by  the 
Alder  nan  from  Ward  9. 

Alderman  Qumcy — 1  think  the  Alderman  frpn 
Ward  6  hardly  doe*  me  justice  m  representing 
that  on  a  previous  occasion  I  professed  to  suomit 
an  amendment  satisfactory  to  the  citizens  of 
Ward  6.  if  the  Alderman  will  read  my  remarks- 
Alderman  Clark — I  understood  tbe  Alderman.  I 
referred  to  the  amecdm«nt  to  Ward  6. 

Aldeiman  Quincy — I  tiink  ths  A'.derman  can 
read  my  remarks  from  beginning  to  end  without 
finding  the  slightest  intimation  that  auy  voters  in 
Ward  6  were  content  with  the  amendment.  I 
alluded  to  his  remarks  and  said  nothing  from 
which  it  could  be  iofetrsd  that  any  resident  of 
Ward  6  or  the  "panhandle"  was  pleased  with 
th?  committee's  lines. 

Aldeiman  Prescort— I  did  not  intend  to  take  up 
any  of  the  time  of  the  Board  this  afternoon  in  fur- 
ther discussion  of  the  divisiou  of  wards;  but  inas- 
much as  the  plan,  whichl  had  the  honor  to  present 
to  the  Board  some  few  weeks  ago,  as  a  substitute 
for  a  part  of  the  committee's  report,  is  again 
before  us,  I  will  ask  the  attention  of 
the  Board  for  a  single  moment.  If  the 
members  of  the  Board  will  remember 
when  this  subject-one  of  the  most  iuoporiaot 
that  has  been  brouaht  to  our  attention  this  year- 
was  fit st  acted  u poo  by  ths  other  branch  of  the 
Government,  I  think  it  will  give  us  some  light 
upon  the  matter.  It  will  be  remember  ed  that 
when  this  matter  was  finally  passed  upon  by  the 
Common  Council,  no  plans  were  presented  until 
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the  evening  when  the  m°asare,  I  may  properly 
say,  was  forcen  through.    Members  of   tus  other 
bianoh  <if  toe  Government  ^ho  bad  desired  to  in- 
form thetnselve-'  in  regard  to  the  figures,  and  in 
regard  to  the  i ocation  of  the  ward  lines,  did  not 
have    access    to   the    map    fro'ii   which  the  com- 
mittee   -nade   their    report    until    the    last  mo- 
ment.    They   asked   for    delay,   but   it   was  re- 
fused.   Th°'i  the  matter  came  to  this  Board,  and 
before  it  was  acted  upon  I  presented  another  plan 
by  request  of  several  people  livmg  in  old  Ward  6; 
and  i  believe  it  commended  itselt  to  the  me  cabers 
of  this  Board.    Without  asking  tbe  Board  to  act 
upon  it   hastily,  we  adjourned  to  a  later  clay  to 
cot] sider  the  matter,  and  at  that  time,  a^d  not  be- 
fore, was  t"e  new  plan  presented  by  the  chairman 
of  the  committee,  the  Alderman  from  Ward  4.  He 
state  i  in  his  first  remarks,  I  think,  thnt  the  mer- 
its of  tbe'e  two  plan-  bad  been  fully  discu«»ea  by 
the  Board,  and  toat  the  Board  had  decided  in 
favoi  of  the  plan  which  was  afterwards  adoot^d 
by  the  Council.    .Now,  rbis  is  nor  a  fair  statement 
of  the  ca-e.    His  plaa  wa«  i  ot  presented  until  the 
Board  was  called  to  act* upon  it,  and  it  seems  to 
me    ihat    we  acted,  upon  it  veiy  hastily.    It  was 
coostdeted  as  a  sort  of  compromise  between  the 
plan  of  the  committee  aid  tbat  which  I  submit- 
ted   I  felt  perfectly  safe  in  voting  tot  tbe  slan 
which  I  submitter  becau^a  it  nad  tbeirdors-- 
ment  of  th3  people  of  that  section   of  the  city, 
di  d  1  was  not  a*  sure  by  aoy  means  tbat  the  com- 
promise plan  which   tbe   Alderman  from  Ward  4 
submitceo  worth)  he  acceptable  w  the  people,  but 
the  latter,  of  course,  said  it  wouid     It  was  pre- 
sented,   I    think,    but_  an   hour  before    it     was 
actei   upon,  though    i    m    not  able    to    speak 
distinctly     upon     tbat     poinr.       I  believe  that 
the   petition    which  tbe    Alderman    ftotn  Ward 
6   p:esented     this     afternoon     speaks     the    al- 
most unanimous  sentiment  of  the  people  living 
in  th&t  section  of  Ward.  6,  and  I  know  of  no  reason 
why  their  reasonable  wishes  should  not  he  grant- 
ed.   Changes  have  been   made   in    almost  every 
other  ward,  because  it  was   represented  bv  some 
Alderman  that  it  was  tne  wjsb  of  the  people  liviog 
i»  tho-e  sections  of  the  city,  and  they  did  not  to 
any  considerable  extent  break  up  the  number  of 
voters,  or  so  arrange  ihe  numbei   of  voter- in  the 
wards  thar  they  were  disproportionate.    Several 
amondments  were    propoSEd  hy  members  of  the 
Board  in  then-  own  sections  in    regard  to  changes 
of  lines,whicn  wereadopted  withoutany  exception 
Id  regard  to  the  change  of  the  line  which  was  pro- 
posed in  svhat  is  now  Ward  11,  b-  tween  Columbus 
avenue  and  the  Providence  Railroad  and  We- 1  New- 
ton street  and  Chester  park,  it  seemed  tbat  a  ma- 
jority of  the  resioents  living  in  that  sectiou  were 
in  favor  of  hemg  retained  in  Ward  11.  cow  Ward 
18,  ana  this  Board  complied  with  the  reisonable 
request  of  th 3  residents  of  that  section.    Now,  I 
see  no  reason,  fher-f ore,  why  tins  Board  sbouid 
refuse  to    giant  lie    reasonable  request  of   tbe 
heavy  taxpayers    and   other  citizens  who    have 
come  here  this  aft-rnoon.    It  was  :-aia  if  the  com- 
promise plan   was  adopted  by  tins  Board  v.  would 
be  adopted  by  tb«  Common  Council,  and  row  it  is 
said  taat  if  the  plansubmit'ed  today  is  adopted  by 
the  Board   it  will    not  be  adopted  bv  the  Council, 
and   I    have    heard    it    uaid     that    the    otber 
hranch  adopted  the  plan  they  did  because  they 
thougiit  the  Boa  id  would  not  crake  any  change  in  it 
Now,  I  think  it  is  about  time  to  come  back  to  fjrst 
principles,  do  what   is   right,  ami    let  the   conse- 
quences take   csre   of  themselves.    1  learn  fiom 
good  authority  tbat  if  this  change  is  made,  and  if 
it  can  be  settled  definitely   in   the   Boatd  and   tire 
Council  and  signed  by  the  Mayor  during  the  pres- 
ent wesk,  tbe  oelay  will  not  be  serious ;  the  Regis- 
trars  of   Voters    cao     put   their   clerical    force 
upon    ware's     m     other   sections     of     the    city 
where    there    is    no    questioo     that     tbe    lines 
are  satisfactory  to  the  people  living  ia  those  sec- 
tions.   Therefore,  a  <  it  has  been  the  desire  of  tbis 
Board  to  gram   the  reasonable    request   of  the 
voters    who    bave    corns    here    in    the    past,  I 
can    see     no  objection    to   granting    this     peti- 
tion   from    the  voters   of  Ward    6.     It  the  old 
lines  are   retained    1    shall    be    most   happy  to 
remain  in  tbe  same  wan.  that  I  am  row  id,  which 
includes    that    portion    of     Ward  6   ca^ed    tbe 
"pan-ham  le"   hv    the    Alderman   from  Ward  4. 
Nevertheless,  it  seems  to  xn-  from  tbe  petitions 
presented  this  afternoon,  that  tbey  desire  to  re- 
main in  the  same  ward  that  thev  are  no//  io,aaoif 
no  serious  obstacle  is  m  tbe  way  I  trust  the  Board 
will  grant  their  petition  and   chat  w«  shall  stacd 
right  in  this  matter.    They  have  matfe  a  reason- 


able request,  and  it  islno  more  than  right  that  it 
should  be  granted. 

Alderman  Quiucy— I  would  call  attention  to  the 
difference  b:t«een  the  reasonable  request  of 
some  of  tbe  ou dying  wards  and  tbat  of  Ward  6, 
which  it  is  thought  should  be  granred.  Tne  out- 
lying vads  made  a  request  involving  nobody  out 
themselves  aud  tbe  adjacent  ward.aoo  ttiat  is 
granted;  Ward  6  comes  in  and  asks  that  seven 
wards  in  the  citv  proper  shall  be  redrawn  to  give 
her  the  territory  she  claims,  I  think  tbrre  is  a 
difference  between  ons  reasonable  request  and 
the  other. 

Alderman  Clark  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
his  amenameDts. 

Aldera  an  Buaage— I  should  like  to  gratify  the 
highly  respectable  gentlemen  wbo  petition  for 
this.chauge,  but  it  is  an  exceedingly  awkward 
matter  to  reopen  tbe  question  at  tnis  time.  It 
seems  to  me  that  tbe  time  is  very  short  We  have 
passed  the  ordinance  after  mature  deliberation  in 
hocb  branch -s,  and  tne  public  generally,  >vith  the 
exception  of  tnis  oae  ward,  have  concurred  in  it. 
Now,  on  account  of  a  clerical  err  or,  we  are  obliged 
to  introduce  another  ordinance,  ano  advantage  is 
taken  of  it  to  reopen  the  whole  subject.  It  seems 
to  me  that  it  would  be  childish  on  our  part  to  go 
hack  on  our  record,  and  amend  the  oroinancsas 
proposed,  and  make  a  new  redivisioo.  Therefore 
1  shad  be  compelled  to  vote  against  the  am  »nd- 
ment. 

Alderman  Clark — I  usually  agree  with  the  Alder- 
man from  Ward  10,  out  I  don't  concur  in  his  state- 
ment thar.  it  will  be  childish  to  go  b  ick  on  our 
recoic'.  It  is  never  childish  to  d"  right.  If  we 
have  do  e  the  citizens  of  Ward  6  wrong  hereto- 
fore, let  us  right  it,  bow  that  we  have  an  opportu- 
nity. No  great  fault  has  been  found  with  the 
division.  There  was  really  no  time  to  find  fault, 
for  the  whole  subject  was  sent  in  her-'  at  a  very 
late  hour  inth^year.  I  have  no  doubt  tbecom- 
mrtte- labored  v»ry  arduously,  but  they  gave  tbe 
members  of  the  City  Council  very  little  time  to  ex- 
amine into  th«  merits  ot  their  plan,  and  find  out 
how  it  suited  their  constituents,  who  are  the  ones 
to  bs  suited  in  this  matter.  This  divi- 
sion is  not  made  for  the  City  Council,  but  for 
the  people,  aod  we  want  it  as  just  and 
equitable  as  it  can  be.  Tne  remonstrants  did  not 
come  in  rwe  before  it  was  passed  upon  because 
they  did  not  have  the  opportunity  ;  arid  that  is  the 
reason  they  do  so  now.  But  that  is  oo  reason  why 
we  sbouid  not  do  them  justice  now  tbat  we  have 
an  opportunity.  It  is  the  only  serious  complaint, 
I  admit,  except  in  some  of  fbe  outlyiug  wards 
where  the  objections  and  grievances  were  listened 
to  and  remedied,  and  satisfactory  alterations  were 
made.  So  I  contend  that  the  alterations  asked 
for  by  Ward  6  do  no  injury  to  any  otber  ward — 
not  the  slightest  in  the  world.  4s  I  stated  before, 
tbe  people  there  object,  unless  some  good  reason 
can  be  shown  for  disturbing  their  ward  affairs. 
Tnis  matter  is  not  gsktd  for  by  any  politi- 
cal party  ;  toee  is  nothing  of  a  political 
nature  iu  it.  The  petition  is  signed  by  as  many 
Democrats  as  Republicans.  I  v»ish  this  Board  to 
hear  in  mino  that  Ward  6  has  n  >ver  been  strongly 
partisan  in  muncipal  affairs;  they  vote  tor  Demo- 
crats as  often  as  tbey  do  for  Republicans.  One 
of  the  tiest  Aidetmen  Boston  ever  had  was  a  Dem- 
ocrat, and  he  was  sent  here  from  Ward  6  for  four 
years,  and  he  would  bave  been  sent  four  years 
more  if  he  bad  desired  it.  The  citizens  feel  that 
they  ha  vj  been  changed  from  their  old  political 
associations  in  municipal  business,  andinasmuch 
as  the i e  are  no  objections  to  putting  them  back; 
inasmuch  a  sir.  will  merely  o  binge  the  lines  of  a  few 
wards — and  that  very  sligbtly, — it  seCms  to  me  we 
ought  to  ignore  the  fact  that  we  have  once  voted 
in  favor  of  accepting  the  lines  which  have  been 
concurred  in,  and  accommodate  tbis  large  num- 
ber of  petitioners  by  making  th^se  alterations. 

Alderman  Wortbingcrn-When  this  subject 
came  up  1  desired  as  much  as  any  Alderman  at 
this  Board  to  so  arrange  the  wards  as  to  accom- 
modate all  citizens  m  tb<=  different  sections,  and  I 
uudevs1  ood  tbat  that  was  the  case  when  i  be  ordi- 
nance was  passed,  especially  10  regard  to  Ward  6. 
It  i?  true^  there  are  cot  more  than  half  a  dozen 
strong  remonstrances  against  the  arrangement  of 
Ward  6.  It  passed  both  branches  by  a  large 
majority,  and  I  thick  thai,  sbouid  have  satisfied 
evetv  one  tbat  the  wards  were  divided  as  satisfac- 
torily as  could  be.  and  I  have  yet  to  learn  woere 
fhey  are  divided  wrongly.  The  gentleman  from 
Warj  6  savs  if  we  have  clone  wrong  we  should 
correct  it,  but  he  does  n't  point  out  anv  wrong.  He 


637 


BOA.RD       OF       AEDEKMEN, 


doei  n't  say  rtnyare  unequally  divided;  that  there 
is  not  the  requisite  number  of  voters  in  each  ward; 
that  tney&re  not  symmetiicalio  form  and  iDkespiDg 
with  the  other  ward?.  He  o.-.ivsavs  there  is  alarge 
Dumber  of  petitioners  who  obi  ;ct  to  it.  And  how 
m=.ny?  H>  has  put  in  a  petition  of  two  or  thiee 
hundred,  and  sa^s  two-tairas  of  the  people  in  trie 
ward  oppi.se  it.  Now  w»  have  a  list  oil  2800  voters 
in  that  wird,  and  200  is  not  two-thirds  of  that  list. 
How  are  we  to  know  that  tbe  other  2600  are  aot 
satisfied  with  the  ward  as  it  is?  Those  who  tavor 
it  have  not  been  stirred  u  o ;  no  petirions  in  favor 
have  been  circulated  upon  fie  "pan-handle."  We 
all  know  how  easy  it  is  to  get  a  petition  signed. 
I  wid  guarantee  to  get  a  petition  pith  500  names 
directly  in  opposition  to  this  one,  after  I  gst  two 
or  three  good  names  to  head  it.  If  we  are  co  lis- 
ten to  remonstrances  against  this  divisio  ,  I  have 
something  to  preseut  from  my  own  district,  and  I 
can  bring  up  1400  names  against  being  set  ot  to 
Brighton.  If  te  open  this  matter,  why  sooulct  we 
not  hear  the  remoustarits  in  Waid  1$ 
agamst  goivg  to  Brighion  to  vote?  They 
say  it  will  nisfrancnise  them  rhis  year,  and  I  be- 
lieve it  will.  Toe  people  there  will  not  goto 
Brighton  to  vote,  certamlv  not  to  the  caucuses. 
Manv  of  them  are  laboring  men,  and  cast  "four  or 
five  bundled  votes  between  one  a  ad  two  o'clock. 
They  cannot  afford  to  give  the  whol-  day  to  vot- 
ing, but  under  this  arrangement  they  will  have  to 
spend  a  dollar  and  lose  a  whole  day  id  order  to 
vote.  Simoly  because  five  or  six  men  in  Ward  6 
are  hereby  petition,  I  think  it, is  not  safe  *o  open 
seven  or  eight  wards  to  accommodate  them.  No 
one  would  be  moie  ready  to  accommodate  them 
than  I;  but  I  see  no  reason  tor  upsetting  all  we 
bavetdor.ein  the  last  six  weeks.  The  Alderman 
says  they  are  in  tavor  ot  good  government.  Will 
they  »  ork  any  the  less,  oi  be  less  good  men  if  put 
into  a  new  ward?  Thev  will  be  -just  as  good 
citizens  aud  endeavor  to  vote  for  good  men 
theie,  as  thev  did  in  Waid  6,  and  will 
vote  for  a  good  Democrat  whso  the  Re- 
publicans don't  put  up  the  riebt  man.  Tbey 
will  vote  for  the  right  ui^n,  whetoer  in  Waro  6  or 
in  whatever  ward  you  pur  them.  Now,  sir,  woy 
have  n't  those  men  woo  favor  tne  ward  as  if  is  laid 
out  come  nere  ?  Because  tbev  rely  apou  the  good 
sense  of  the  City  Council  to  stand  by  what  is 
right.  1  shall  stand  by  it,  because  I  believe  the 
plan  represent-*  the  good  se'seof  the  peoole  of 
Boston;  and  thetefore  I  shall  vote  to  keep  the 
warns  as  they  are. 

Alderman  Clark's  amendment  >vas  lost— yeas  5, 
nays  6: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Claik,  Power,  Pres- 
cott,  Stebbins — 5. 

Nays— Aldermen  Burrage, Harris,  O'Biien,  Quin- 
cy,  Viles,  Worthington— 6. 

Absett— Alderman  Pope. 

Alderman  Stebbins  reoewea  the  pievioue  mo- 
tion of  Alderman  Quincy,  explaining  that  Breed's 
Island  would  have  a  large  number  ot  voteis  in  a 
few  year?,  although  theie  <?re  tew  now. 

Alderman  Quincy  said  he  withdrew  fie  amend- 
ment, intending  to  offer  a  supplementary  ordi- 
nance to  meet  the  case. 

The  amendment  was  lost  by  a  rising  tie  vote— 5 
for,  5  against. 

Alderman  Prescott  d^siied  that  Alderman  Pope, 
who  is  absent,  should  have  an  op  aoi  trinity  to 
vote  on  the  subject,  >.nd  moved  that  further  con- 
sideration oi  tbe  subject  r>e  specially  assigned  to 
a  special  meeting  on  Wednesday  next,  at  four 
o'^ock  t?.  M.,  when  it  could  be  decided,  and  go 
back  to  tte  CounC'l  it  necessary. 

Alderman  Quincy  bad  no  objection  to  postpone- 
ment, but  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  Alder- 
man Pope's  vote  would  make  no  criange,  for  if  he 
favored  the  amendment  it  would  b^  lost  by  a  tie. 

Alaerman  frescott  said  Al  erman  Pope's  vote 
might  defeat  concurrence  with  the  Council  in  the 
ordinaoc  as  passed. 

Aloe  man  Clark  favored  a  postponement,  to  al- 
low Aioermao  Pope  to  vote  on  a  matter  affecting 
the  city  for  the  next  ten  years. 

Alceiman  Stebbins  said  if  the  postponement  is 
intended,  by  filibustering,  to  produce  a  tie  and  de- 
feat tbe  oroinaue*  entirely,  he  should  no'  take 
any  such  action.  He  did  n't  believe  it  right,  and. 
to  prevent  it  would  vote  for  »he  o  dinauce  as  it 
comes  from  the  Council,  and  against  the  special 
assignment. 

Aloermao  Quiocy  said  tbe  only  thing  that  could 
be  done  would  be  co  bting  about  a  deadlock  and 
defeat  the  ordioauce  entirely. 

Alderman  Clark  said  for  that  reason  the  Alder- 
man from  Ward  4  opposes  a  full  consideration  of 


the  subject,  and  takes  id  vantage  of  the  absence  of 
an  Alderman  to  press  this  matter  through. 

Alderman  Quincy  said  Aldermen  Pope  knew  the 
matter  was  coming  uo. 

Alderman  Prescoit  said  they  bad  had  quite  an 
at.omalous  situation  of  affairs.  The  Alue-man  from 
Word  4  had  introduced  an  amendment  and  voted 
against  it;  while  the  Alderman  fiom  Ward  8 
deemed  it  important  that  it  should  be  passed.  It 
was  plain  tbe  ordinance  is  defective,  and  he  should 
like  to  look  ioco  it. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  he  accepted  Alderman 
Quiocv's  statement  in  good  faith thar,  be  intended 
to  introduce  a  supplementary  ordinance. 

Alderman  P.escoct  caller  for  the  yeaB  ana  iays 
on  the  motion  to  specialty  assign,  and  it  was  lost; — 
yeas  4,  nays  7: 

Yf  as — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Power,  Pres- 
cott— 4. 

Nays — Aldermen  Burrage,  Harris,  O'Brien, 
Quincy,  Stebbins,  Viles,  Worthington— 7. 

Tbe  oroiuance  was  concurred  in — yeas  7,  nays  4; 
and  a  motion  to  reconsider  by  Alderman  Harris 
whs  lost— yeas  4,  nays  7;  tbe  Aldermen  voting  in 
the  same  relative  position. 

Alderman  Clark  in  the  chair. 

COMMUNICATION  FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

School  Committee.  Requests  for  new  primary 
schools  in  the  Comins  District  and  Lowell  District, 
and  for  additional  accommodations  in  the  Curtis- 
street  Primary  School.  Seveiallv  referred  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Instruction.  Sent 
down. 

STEAM  ENGINE. 

A  petition  was  received  from  Chauncey  Thomas, 
for  leave  to  locate  a  steam  engine  and  coiler  at 
103  Chestnut  street,  and  au  order  of  notice  was 
passed  for  a  hearing  tbereou  to  all  parties  object- 
ing on  MoDday,  Dec.  6, 1875,  at  four  o'clock  P.  1M. 

CONSTABLES'  BONDS. 

The  bonds  of  William  G.  Davies,  said  six  others, 
were  pr^snted,  duly  certified,  and  weie  approved 
by  the  Boaro . 

BACK  BAY  BRIDGES. 

Tne  Chairman  submitted  tbe  following: 

lhe  Committee  on  Finance,  co  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  report  of  the  Joint  Com  nittee  on 
Streets  in  favor  of  constructing  bridges  over  the 
Boston  &  Providence  acd  Boston  &  Albany  rail- 
roads, in  extension  of  West  Cnester  park,  with  an 
order  authonzingsaid  work  to  be'  done,  at  a  cost 
of  $145,000,  would  respectfully  report  that  said  or- 
der ou<rht  to  pa«  ,  with  the  accompanying  order 
providing  the  means  for  its  accomplishment: 

Ordered.  T tat  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  is  hereby  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  un- 
expended balance  of  tbe  present  financial  year 
a  sum  sufficient  to  meet  the  expenditures  which 
will  be  made  during  the  present  financial  year  for 
constructing  the  bridges  over  the  Boston  &  Prov- 
idence and  Boston  &  Alnany  railroads  in  ex  en- 
sion  of  West  Chester  Park,  as  authorized  bvtbe 
City  Council,  ant  that  the  balauce  required  of  the 
estimated  cost  of  $145,000,  not  paid  m  this  fmao- 
cial  year,  be  proviaed  for  by  taxation  on  the  audi- 
tor's estimates  foi  1876-77 ;  the  said  amounts  to  be 
added  to  the  appropriation  heretofore  mads  for 
Ba'.k  Bay  Streets  and  Avenues." 

Aldeiman  Stebbins  moved  that  the  order  take 
its  second  reading. 

Alderman  Po  ver — It  is  a  question  in  my  mind 
where  there  is  any  necessity  for  tin  passage  of 
the  order  this  evening.  I  don't  know  oi  any 
pressing  ca'l  for  it.  I  don't  know  chat  many  peo- 
ple have  courage  to  invest  money  in  improving 
th;.t  territory  by  bui bting  houses,  as  times  look 
now,  and  I  suppo=e  that  is  the  only  argument  that 
can  be  made  tor  it.  I  have  been  thinking  ever 
since  this  petition  came  in  whether  there  was  any 
necessity  for  it:  and  at  least  I  thiok  Aldermen 
ought  to'  nave  time  to  look  at  the  territory  where 
it  is  proposed  to  spend  this  money.  I  think  we 
had  better  wait  and  see  whether  we  have  reached 
bottom  aud  whether  there  is  to  be  a  revival  ot 
business,  and  whether  there  will  be  any  call  for 
houses  there.  It  don't  seem  to  me  toere  will  be, 
for  some  time,  a  d  that  is  the  only  argument  that 
can  be  made  for  it. 

Alderman  Burrage— Is  it  the  intention  of  the 
committee  to  build  tne  bridge  tbis  fall,  or  make 
the  contracts  during  the  winter  and  build  them  in 
the  spriDg? 

Alderman  Worthington— This  is  a  part  of  toe 
contract  whereby  AA  est  Chester  park  and  Com- 
monwealth avenue  were   filled  up,  tbe  city  being 
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bound  to  build  the  bridges  as  soon  as  the  streets 
were  completed.  It  is  tbe  intention  of  the  com- 
mittee ro  complete  the  arrangement  the  city  has 
made.  They  believe  that  the  contracts  can  be  let 
and  die  foundations  maoe  this  v°ar  at  a  much 
lesspnc*  c  an  they  can  a  year  hence.  1  do  not 
think  the  bridges  will  be  built  before  next  spring; 
but  the  committee  intend  to  have  the  foundations 
put  in,  so  that  work  may  be  given  to  so  many  who 
are  out  of  employment.  Evervbody  koows  that 
contracts  are  giveo  out  at  two  thircss  what 
they  were  eight  months  ago,  ami  prob- 
ably at  two-thirds  what  thev  can  be  next 
year.  We  all  aope  for  a  revi/al  of  business, 
that  laborers  may  find  labor.  The  vork  on  the 
foundatifus  can  be  done  this  winter,  snd  they  can 
belaid  this  spring,  and  therefore  the  committee 
desire  the  contract  to  be  given  out  at  once,  that 
West  Chester  park  may  be  completed  as  sooa  as 
possible. 

alderman  Stebbins— Tlie  agreement  with  the 
Boston  Water  Power  Compa  ny  was  that  uooa  the 
completion  of  the  stteets  upon  the  Back  Bay,  tha 
city  should  proceed ''forthwith  to  coostruet  suit- 
able iron  bridges  over  said  railroads  for  oublic 
travel."  The  bridges  ar^  to  be  of  iron;  they  will 
require  a  special  kind  of  work  that  can  be  done 
cheaper  during-  the  winrer  than  it  cau  be  contract- 
ed for  next  spring.  I  consider  the  order  a  very- 
wise  one  at  this  tine — that  the  foundations 
may  be  built  during  the  winter  and  placed 
in  position  early  in  the  coming  season,  i  presume 
that  a  very  large  portion  of  the  stone  woik  caa  be 
got  out  during  the  winter.  I  noved  thatt^e  orrtec- 
take  its  second  readies:  because  the  citv  is  bound, 
morally  and  legally,  to  build  these  bridges  forth- 
with. 

Alaermau  Power— I  suppose  that  is  part  of  the 
same  contract  wi'rh  the  iVater  Power  Compauy, 
wliose  p-rt  was  to  have  been  completed  in  1872.  I 
think  that  if  the  order  lies  upot)  the  table  till  we 
can  look  l'to  the  necessity  or  propriety  ot  co- 
ing  it,  we  will  be  keeping  our  contract  as  ell  as 
the  other  parties  kept  theirs.  The  only  argument 
I  can  see  in  favor  of  it  is  the  inoucement  it  will 
bp  to  parties  to  bnila  on  that  territory,  vnd  I  don't 
thiak  any  one  has  a  great  desiie  to  do  that,  con- 
sidering the  way  those  up  theie  uow  are  selling  at 
the  present  lime.  I  don'i  think  we  ought  to  pass 
it  oo  w ;  at  least  I  hope  it  will  lie  over,  and  I  move 
that  it  lie  upon  the  table. 

The  motion  w*s  lost. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed— 
yeas  10,  navs  1;  Alderman  Power  voting  nay. 

'She  order  authorizing  the  committee  to  contract 
lor  the  construcfioo  of  tbe  bridges  '/as  passed. 

Severally  sent  down. 

LAND  DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Harris,  from  the  Committee  on 
Streets  on  tbe  pait  of  the  Boaio,  submitted  an  or- 
der to  pay  D.  W.  Williams,  Richards  Bradley  and 
Lemuel  Shaw,  trustees,  $510,  for  land  damages  in 
widening  Avery  street.  Order  read  twic  au-1 
passed. 

SEWERS. 

Al  erman  Hams  submitted  the.  following,  from 
tlae  Co  rumit tee  on  Seweis: 

Orders  for  the  construction  of  sewers  io  Hay- 
ward  place;  in  Tyler  street,  northerl>  from  Har- 
vard street;  and  in  Bow  street,  Charlestown,  oe- 
tween  Jenner  and  Walford  streets.  Ssvetally 
read:  twice  and  passed. 

PROJECTING  SIGNS. 

Alderman  Burrige  suomitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Police  as  follows:  Reports  in  favor 
of  gra<  ting  petitions  of  S.  A.  D.  Sheppard,  to 
mamtair  a  projecting  aorta- at  corner  of  Dover 
and  Washington  street^ ;  C.  H.  Trott  et  al.,  that 
th«  dock  projecting  from  the  store  of  Geoige  M. 
Stevens  &  Co.  on  Sudbury  street  be  al'o  ved  to  ie- 
maio;  Joseph  T;  Brown  &  Co.,  that  a  vrojeoti?g 
sign  at  504  Washington  street  be  allowed  to  remain  ; 
Bo3tonWesleyan  Association,  for  leave  to  maintain 
theii  lantern  at  36  Btomtield  street;  Andrews  & 
Smith  et  al.,  that  a  plain,  unlettered  lamp  pro- 
jection from  the  front  of  26  Ko  eel  at;  d  street  be 
allowed  to  remain  ;  George  L.  aovev,  to  maintain 
a  plain,  unlettered  lantern,  at  8  Avery  stieet,— 
provided  that  saio  aigi  s  are  secured  in  a  manner 
satisfactory  to  the  Inspector  of  Buildings. 

Reoorts  in  favor  of  granting  petition  ■  t  Stowell 
&  Co.,  to  maintain  a  mortar  at  48  Main  street, 
Charlestown,  as  now  placed  oo  the  sidewalk  oppo- 
site dieir  sfor?. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of 
Bentley  &  Rir-hardson  to  maintain  a.  projecting 
sign  at  33  Waltham  street. 

Severally  accepted. 


DEPOSITS  OF  CITY  FUNDS. 

Alderman  Bigelow  offered  tie  following: 
Ordered,  That,  until  othnwise  ordered  by  the 
City  Council,  the  City  Treasurer  be  directed  to 
deposit  the  lunds  of  tbe  city  of  Boston  m  such 
banks  withiu  said  city  as  tb°  Committer  on  Fi- 
nance shall  approve;  provided,  however,  that  the 
whole  account  of  deposits  in  any  one  bank  shall 
not  exceed  at  .any  time  the  sum  of  oue  million 
dollars. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Btgelow  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  asfolloTs: 

Auctioneers'  Licenses  Granted— Jo=iab  Van  Bu- 
ren,  361  Harrison  avenue:  George  W.  Tisdale,  42 
Congress  street. 

Hacs  Licenses  Granted— Albert  Lee,  40  Water 
street;  Micoael  McCarthy,  225  Havre  street,  East 
Boston;  Daoiel  A.  Ford. 6  Essex  street. 

Wagon  License  G  anted— Frederick  S.  Neilon,  32 
Warren  square. 

Amutement  License  Granted— Shaw  Guards,  to 
give  dramatic  entertainments  at  their  aimory, 
Nov.  16  and  17,  the  Adjutaot  Get  eral  having  ap- 
proved of  this  use  of  the  armorv. 

Pawnbroker's  License  Gianted— Mark  Lew,  96 
Merriroae  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

SUFFOLK-STREET    DISTRICT. 

Alderman  Stebbins  submitted  the  following  : 
The  Joint  Special  Committee  ou  cue  Northamp- 
ton-street District  beg  leave  to  represent  that 
for  tbe  purpose  of  paving  the  taxes  assessed 
on  certain  estates  within  the  Suffolk-street 
district  while  in  the  possessio.  of  the 
eity,  and  for  the  payment  of  outsia  ding  claims 
on  aecount  of  the  impiovemetiis  in  said  district, 
an  additio"al  appiopnation  of  $8500  will  be  re- 
quired. The  balance  of  the  appropriation  unex- 
pended Nov.  5  amomted  to  §11,031.23.  There 
will  be  required  to  pay  taxes  $3957.65;  to  pay 
award  to  Healey  &  Greetleaf  for  estates  taken  in 
1870,  $13,000:  to  settle  all  other  cl  ims,  sav  $2500. 
Referred  to  Committee  oi  Fiiance.    Sent  down. 

NORTHAMPTON-STREET  DISTRICT. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  followiug: 
Ordered,  That  the  parcel  of  land  on  Fellows 
street,  surrerdered  to  tbe  city  by  Alvin  G.  Bart- 
lett,  be  placed  in  charge  of  the  Committee  on 
Puolic  Lands,  to  be  sold  whenever  the  said  com- 
mittee deem  it  best  for  the  interests  of  rhe  city; 
the  proceeds  of  said  sale  to  be  credited  to  the 
Northam  >ton-stieet  District,  Improvement. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  tbe  following  from 
the  Commit  ee  on  Paving : 

Recct  granting  permit  to  William  R.  Cava- 
nagh  to  move  f>.  woocen  building  fron.  East  First 
sti  eet  to  East  Secono  street,  on  the  usual  condi- 
tions.   Accepted. 

Report  aid  order  tor  tbe  Superintendent  of 
Stiee^s  to  gravel  portions  if  Lowlaoct,  Ninth  and 
Old  Harbor  streets,  aod  to  furnish  and  set  edge- 
stones  and  pavn  the  sidewalks  and  gutters  on  Old 
Harbor  street  between  Eighth  and  Nint  i  streets. 
Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  given  io  N.  C.  Munson 
to  remove  his  raihoad  tracks  fro  n  Huntington 
avenue  on  or  before  the  first  oay  of  January,  1876. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
direcied  to  pave  and  giavel  Hurtington  avenue, 
between  Boylston  and  Danmouth  streets.  Esti- 
maied  cost,  $3000. 

Ri-ad  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  oraei  granting  permission  to  Charles 
M.  Clapp,  to  lay  doivn  an  iron  pipe  under  Brook- 
line  avenue  and  Chemical  avenue,  West  Roxbuiy, 
on  the  usual  conditions.  Order  read  twice  and 
passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  establish  the  gtade  of 
North  Beacon  street,  bt'/een  Market  ad  Mur- 
doch streets,  Brighton,  is  shown  on  a  plan  drawn 
by  the  City  Surveyor,  elated  Sept.  1,  1875,  and  de- 
posited in  the  office  of  said  City  Surveyor.    • 

Read  twicf  and  passed. 

Report  and  older  to  giati*  North  Beai  on  street, 
between  Mai  k;  t  ana  Mar  dock  streets,  according 
to  the  established  gra'ie.  Estimated  cost,  $800. 
©rder  leao  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  edgestones  and  brick  side- 
walk in  front  of  estate  of  Silas  W.  Merrill,  32  to  42 
Holyoke  stieet.    Order  read  twice  and  passed. 
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Report  and  order  for  edgestones-  in  front  of  es- 
tates of  Angela  A.  Skinner,  on  Towr>send  street; 
Vioe--treet  Congregational  Society,  Moreland 
street;  and  H.  IVlcAli-ter,  Arlington  avenue.  Or- 
der read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  aod  order  tor  brick  sidewalks  in  iront  of 
estates  of  the  city  of  Boston,  on  Prospect  and 
Eogeworth  streets,  Charleston,  and  on  Edge- 
worth  street  to  Tremonf  street.  Order  read  twrce 
and  passed. 

Report  m  favor.  ot  grafting  petition  of  TJnion 
Freight  Railroad  Company  to  coosti  net  turnout 
on  Atlantic  avenue  near  Lewis  wharf,  tinder  the 
directioo'of  Suoe.inte>  dei-t  of  Streets.  Accepted 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  given  to  th«  owners 
aod  abutters  on  Doi  Chester  avenue,  between  cum- 
ber 523  and  Dexter  street,  to  remove  or  s°t  back 
within  ttn  days  from  t'je  date  ot  this  order  the 
stone  walls,  fences  and  buildings  projecting  over 
toe  line  ot  said  avenue;  and  10  default  tnereot 
the  Superintendent  of  Streets  is  hereb«  directeo  to 
re  a  ove  or  cut  off  said  projections  at  the  expense 
of  the  owners  thereof. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Street"  09 
directed  to  have  signs  made  and  placed  upon  the 
streets  t">  >naicats  the  boundaries  of  the  wards  as 
recently  established  by  the  Citv  Council;  the  ex- 
peuse  thereof  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
fot  PaviDg. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Schedules  of  cost  if  edgftores  and  sidewalks 
ou  Paiker,  Centre,  Old  Heath,  Broailey  and  ofh»r 
streets,  with  oroers  for  the  assessment  and  collec- 
tion ot  the  same.     Orders  read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  ©t  $2.96  be  abated  from 
the  amount  of  $11.96  assessed  William  and  John 
Richauison  for  et gestones  on  Old  Heath  street; 
said  abatement  being  for  au  error  in  measure- 
naeDC. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $89.64  assessed  J.  H. 
Bo*  ditch,  trustee,  for  edgestones,  on  East  Fifth 
street,  b-"  abated,  and  tae  same  assessed  to  W.  I. 
Bowditcb,  trustee. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  there  oe  paid  to  Charles  S.  Bates, 
as  aaerit  tor  the  heirs  jf  Martin  Bates,  the  sum  of 
$600.  in  full  compensation  fir  all  damages  caused 
to  ths  estate  of  said  heirs,  No.  98  West  Canton 
street,  by  the  raisi  g  of  the1  gr;<de  of  said  streer, 
as  ora-red  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  July  26, 
1870,  upon  his  proving  the  title  of  s~io  heits  to 
Si.id  estate  to  tbrt  saiisfaction  ot  the  City  Solicitor, 
and  i.ipo-2  his  giving  to  the  eityaD  acquittance  and 
discuaige  for  all  damages,  costs  and  exp?i>esto 
said  he 'l-r,  an o  those  holding  leases  under  them, 
on  account  of  the  raising  of  tbe  g<ade  of  said 
street,  together  with  a  bond  iD  the  penal  sum  of 
$1000  io  i  l-femuify  and  save  harmless  the  city 
from  all  claims  aod  demands  ot  any  person  or 
persons  whatsoever  fox  damage*,  costs,  expenses 
and  eouopeasation  on  account  ol  the  raising  nt  the 
grade  ot  said  street;  said  sum  to  ba  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Can- ton-street  Grading. 
Also,  ordf  red,  That  the  order  of  this  Board  pass- 
ed June  26, 1871,  to  pay  the  heirs  of  Martin  Kates 
and  Martin  Bates  tb*  sum  of  $600  damages  to  said 
estate,  from  such  change  of  grade,  be  and  the 
same  n-:reby  is  rescinded. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

ORDINANCES. 

Aldormao  Qoincy  submitted  the  following: 

Drivinq  Cattle  Through  the  Streets.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances,  to  whom  wa»  referred,  as  a 
part  of  the  unfinished  business  of  tbe  last  City 
Council,  an  order  to  inquire  what  additional  regu- 
lations are  necessary  to  prevent  injury  to  persons 
and  property  by  the  dnvicg  of  cattle  and  other 
beasts  through  the  public  streets,  ani  to  whom 
was  also  tefeired  the  petition  of  Captain  A.  J. 
Beckwirh  of  Police  Station  No.  14,  for  an  ordi- 
n  ance  to  restrain  the  runnin  g  of  cattle  in  the  sweats, 
having  considered  the  suoject  would  respectfully 
report  that  tbe  City  Council  has  no  authbrit*  un- 
der existing  statutes  to  mak-  such  regulations 
upon  this;  matter  as  tbe  public  safety  asd  con- 
venience would  seem  to  require  ;  and  trie  commit- 
tee; would,  therefore,  respectfully  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  oraer : 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  General  Cou  it,  at  its  next  ses- 
sion, tor  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  tbe 
City  Council  to  regulate  and  lestrain  the  driving 
of  cattle  or  other  beasts  in  latge  numbers  through 
the  punlic  streets  of  chis  city. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Office  Hours  of  City  Employe's.    The  Committee 


oo.  Ordinance?,  who  were  requested  to  report  an 
ordinance  establishing  the  office  hours  ot  the 
clerk-  and  others  connected  with  the  Collector's 
and  Tieasurer's  departments,  haying  >  oi^sidered 
the  subject,  would  respectfully  report  that  the 
present  ordinance  fixing  tin  office  hours  in  the 
seveial  departments  of  (Be  City  Government  is  so 
imperfect  that  'hey  have  considered  it  expedient 
to  go  beyond  tie  terms  of  the  oraer,  and  to  sub- 
mit a  di  aft  of  an  ordioa  ce  whici  applies  to  all 
departments  and  offices  in  the  Government: 

An  Ordinance 
In  Relation  to  Office  Hours  in  City  Departments, 

Be  it  oidained.  etc. 

Section].  The  office  hours  or  hours  of  labor 
of  the  several  beads  of  department*,  clerks  or 
other  officers  connected  with  the  City  Govern- 
ment, who  perform  clerical  or  office  duties,  shall 
be  from  nine  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon  until 
five  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon,  every  week  day 
except  Satnrdajs  and  legal  holidays;  and  on  Sat- 
urdays all  city  offices  shall  be  closed  at  two  of  the 
does  in  the  afternoon  ;  oiovided,  however,  that 
any  clerk  or  ocner  officer  may,  in  case  of  neces- 
sity, be  required  by  tbe  principal  officer  of  the 
department  with  which  he  is  connected,  or  by  the 
committee  or  board  having  cha>ge  of  said  depart- 
ment, to  perform  service  ou  Saturdays  or  otter 
■week  days,  for  a  greater  numbet  of  hours,  ■with- 
out extra  compensation. 

Sec-ion  2.  Tin-  offices  nt  the  City  Treasuier  and 
City  Collector  shall  be  ope  a  for  the  receipt  and 
disbursement  of  mo oey  from  nine  of  tbe  cio'k  in 
tbe  forenoon  t.ntil  two  ot  the  clock  in  tbe  af  ter- 
nooi  of  every  week  aay  except  legal  holidays. 

Section  3.  All  ordinances  and  parts  of  ordi- 
nances inconsistent  with,  this  ordinance  are  here- 
by repealed. 

React  onco. 

HEALTH. 

Stables.  Alderman  Wortbington  submitted  re- 
ports from  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part 
of  the  Board,  m  favoi  of  gtanting  permits  to  occu- 
py stables  to  John  H.  Walsh,  Gordon  anc  Cam- 
bridge streets,  Ward  19;  Thomas  McDermott, 
Waireo  street,  Waid  19;  Sophia  Elizabeth  Wills, 
corner  of  Cpdar  and  Washington  streets.  And  re- 
ports of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  forpet- 
mits  tor  stable  by  Edward.  Devir,  corner  Seventh, 
near  C  street;  ana  D.  P.  Com;e,  352  Charles  street, 

Severally  accepted. 

Mouse  Offal.  Alderman  "Wortnington  offered 
tbe  following : 

Ordered,  T.iat  tbe  Joint  Committee  oa  Health 
be  aod  trey  are  hereby  authorized  to  contract 
with  resoo?sible.  parties,  for  th*»  removal  beyond 
tbe  city  limits  of  all  the  house  offal  collected  with- 
in this  ciiy,  all  contracts  to  run  for  a  lerm  notless 
than  tb'ee  yeats  from  tbe  first  day  ot  January 
next. 

Aldernan  Power— Ii  has  occurred  to  me  sev- 
eral times  that  adisposition  of  thi«  offal  might  be 
made  that  would  be  'more  profitable  foi  the  city, 
and  that  the  way  in  which  the  offal  of  Charles- 
tovn  has  been  sold  might  be  worthy  of  consid- 
eration. This  oflM  contract  has  always  given  rise 
to  a  great  deal  of  comment  and  scandal,  though 
tbe  reasons  given  are  groundless.  But  it  seems  to 
me  tu  tt  parties  who  come  to  the  yards  and  buy  it 
might  pay  the  city  for  it  as  rbey  do  now  the  con- 
tractor--, and  I  don't  see  why  the  city  should  not 
realize  the  $14,000  or  §15,000  said  robe  mads  out 
of  it  every  year.  I  understand  that  with  one  or 
two  exceptions  within  a  tew  years,  it  is  got  rid  of 
regularly.  It  would  be  very  ea?y  for  tl>e  city  col- 
lector to  ariange  a  system  of  sales  by 
ticket  or  certificate,  aod  pa>  ties  could  ptesent 
their  tick- ts  for  tbe  qua>  tity  they  watt.  Itbiak 
the  city  could  realize  a  handsome  sum  bv  selling 
it.  lam  aware  of  the  difficulties  aiteodingit, 
and  the  investigation  thai  «as  held  ;  also  the  par- 
ties who  instigated  that  investigation.  But  that 
is  no  reason  whvthislaige  sum  of  money  canoot 
be  ma>ie  by  tfe  city  instead  of  going  i/.  to  a  con- 
tractor's pockets.  If  tbe  committee  have  toe 
looked  into  tbat  matter,  I  think  tbey  ought  to  do 
so,  in  ail  its  beatings.  During  the  four  years  I 
have  been  here  I  have  heard  more  scaona'  about 
this  thmg  tban  any  other.  Ib-lievethe  commit- 
tee were  justified  in  the  result  of  their  investiga- 
tions, ard  in  giving  the  applicants  leave  to  with- 
draw, because  the  persons  who  complained  were 
not  the  most  respectable  persons  io  the  world; 
but  that  has  nothing  to  do  with  this  matter.  I 
think  the  committee  oueht  to  look  into  this  mat- 
ter in  all  its  bearings  before  tbe  contract  is  made. 

Aldeiman  Wortbicgtou— The  order  was  offered 
because  the  contract  with  Mr.  Rowe  expires  on 
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the  first  <>f 'January;  atid  it  was  the  feeling  of 
the  committee  that  the  order  had  better  he  put 
in,  because,  after  deliberating  upon  the  subjtct, 
they  might  d  ern  it  better  to  make  g.  contract 
than  co  sell  it.  The  committee  have  examined 
the  whole  subject,  and  witb  one  exception  feel 
that  it,  should  be  i  old.  The  process  is  this:  All 
the  house  offal  is  carried  to  the  lot  on  Albany 
Street  and  delivered  there  directly  to  the  parties 
who  have  wagons  ready  to  take  ic  away.  Only 
once  this  summer  has  any  remained  there.  The 
parties  pay  fori1.,  whether  t'~ey  tase  it  away 
or  not;  but  they  always  come  ar  d  get  it, 
and  sometimes  don't  g.&t  more  thao  two-thirds 
of  what  they  want.  I  thin*  that  twice  the 
quantity  could  readily  be  sold.  The  price  paid 
by  Mr.  Eowe  is  $3500  a  year.  The  com- 
mutes had  that  twenty  cotds  are  sold  daily  at 
$4  a  cord,  making  about  $25,000  a  year;  and  all 
the  contractor  does  is  to  have  a  man  go  round  and 
take  up  the  ironey  as  the  carts  ar*  loaded.  Dur- 
ing a  ponioo  of  the  war  he  ^olcl  it  Tor  $8  a  cord, 
and  he  was  making  over  $40,000  a  year  on  what  he 
paid  $3500  fov.  The  committee  have  b<-eo  sur- 
prised ana  astonished  by  looking  into  the  matter 
and  finding  out  how  it  is  done,  and  have  taken 
hold  of  it  with  the  intention  of  straightening  it 
out  and  deriving  the  full  benefit  of  the  house  offal 
for  the  city.  They  have  anticipated  eveiythiug 
the  Alderman  from  Ward  12  has  said  tonight,  and 
I  think  they  will  make  such  a  disposition  tbat  tne 
city  will  receive  $20,000  a  year  fi«"-m  it.  They  put 
in  this  order  because  the  time  is  shoit.  Three 
ye-irs  ago  it  was  done  before  the  first 
of  September,  and  now  it  is  the  15th  of 
November.  If  we  find  patties  ready  to  come 
forward  and  bid  at  something  near  whi.t  it  should 
be,  the  committee  wish  to  be  ready  to  acc<  pt  the 
bid.  Bu-  I  think  the -committee,  with  one  excep- 
tion, are  in  favo;  of  the  city  selling  it. 

Alderaian  Bu  rage— Is  it  sold  in  tb?  city's  terri- 
tory? 

Alderman  Worthington— It  is. 

Alderman  Harris— And  gathered  by  the  city. 

Alderman  Worthingtou— And  Mr.  Rowe  only  has 
an  agent  to  collect  the  money  from  those  who 
take  it  away. 

Alderman  Bigelow — Why  was  it  let  at  such  a 
low  figure? 

Alderman  Worthington— That  I  cannot  ;-ns«?er. 
A  much  larger  bid  was  made,  but  the  man  was  not 
responsible,  and  without  any  further  investiga- 
tion the  committee  gave  it  to  Mr.  Rowe.  V  gen- 
tleman toid  me  hb  offered  $10,000  for  it.  I  looked 
over  the  records  aod  it  appeared  that  be  came  be- 
fore rbe  committee  and  asked  why  it  was  not 
given  to  him.  ana  the  answer  was  when  it  was 
given  to  hirn  he  would  be  notified.  I  understand 
that  the  cottiact  was  -\ortb  a  great  deal  more 
when  it  was  give  a  out. 

Alderman  O'Biien — I  hope  that  when  tbe  com- 
mittee consider  this  subject  tney  will  also  con- 
sider the  propriety  of  not  dumping  ic  within  oee 
hundred  f«et  of  the  in  mates  of  the  (laarlestowu 
Almshouse.  That  appears  to  be  entirely  out  of 
place,  aod  I  hope  the  commitiee  will  find  some 
other  lo  ality. 

Alderman  Worthington— The  committ'  e's  at- 
tention has  been  called  to  that,  and  I  spoke  to  the 
Board  of  Health,  who  had  i.ever  received  any 
complaints.  The  only  comp'aint  I  ever  heard  was 
fjom  a  geotlc-man  of  this  City  Government,  who 
went  over  there  and  thought  it  ought  not  to  be 
done;  but  the  Board  of  Health  say  there  are  no 
objections,  so  far  as  thev  can  learn.  Tne  com- 
mittee sill  also  consider  that. 

Alderman  Burrajs—  I  w-,s  goi:  g  to  call  atten- 
tion to  the  same  thing.  We  were  there  in  July. 
The  offal  was  brought  into  a  yard  made  Dy  a  row 
of  balf-ciicular  sheds,  with  platforms,  up  to  -»hicb 
they  backed,  and  the  oft\d  was  shovelled  upon 
them.  Of  course  in  the  summer  months  it  roust 
be  very  offensive.  There  i°  no  other  bouse  in 
that  vicinity,  and  no  one  to  make  compiaints  but 
the  inmates  It  seem*  to  me  thi  t  a  different  ar- 
rangement should  he  made. 

Alderman  Power— I  am  glad  to  hear  the  expla- 
nation, and  have  no  further  opposition  to  the  or- 
der. Tbe  Charh stown  almshouse  has  remained  be- 
cause it  is  understood  that  it  will  be  only  tempo- 
rary, as  it.  is  not  a  fit  structure  to  keep   people  in. 

Alderman  Prescott— Were  bids  advertised  for 
hefore  the  last  contract  was  awarded? 

Alderman  Worthington— The  committee  adver- 
tised as  usual,  and  the  bids  were  opened,  but  the 
larger  bid*  were  refused. 

Alderman  Prescott — When  was  that? 

Alderman  Worthington—  In  1872-.  The  contract 
began  in  1873  a  ad  ends  in  1876.    The  records  do 


not  Qive  what  the  bids  were,  aod  we  can  only  take 
the  evidence  of  outside  parties.  I  searched  the 
records  in  vain  to  find  out  what  the  bias  weie.  I 
onlyk-ow  that  one  gentleman  says  he  offered 
$10,000;  but  it  seems  that  an  investi<ratkn  showed 
that  he  was  not  responsible,  ^tnd  the  contract  was 
awarded  to  Mr.  Rowe,  for  $3500. 

ilderman  Bigelow — Di  >  Mr.  Rowe  have  Hfor 
the  piecedinft"  t  rm  ? 

Alderman  Worthington — I  am  toll  be  has  had  it 
for  the  last  eight  or  nine  years-. 

Alderman  Steboins-Under  this  order  the  com- 
mittee cannot  do  anything  but  make  a  contract 
for  removal ;  rhey  cannot  carry  out  the  idea  of  the 
Alderman  from  Ward  12. 

Alderman  Worthington— They  want  to  he  au- 
thorized to  make  the  coc  tract. 

Alderman  Burrage—  Why  is  the  term  thr«e 
years  used,  if  another  term  can  be  made  more  fa- 
vorable? 

Aide*  man  Worthington- — It  has  been  the  cus- 
tom, If  we  take  new  parties,  they  will  not  buy 
wagois  ana  make  their  arrangements  for  only  one 
year.  l'he  parties  who  contemplate  binding  for 
it  intend  to  keep  pigs  of  their  own  and  feed  it  to 
them. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins  the  or'er  was 
amended  by  «ddiog  -'or  if  thev  deem  it  best,  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  making  any  otbtr  dis- 
position of  said  house  offal." 

On  modon  of  Alderman  Burraee  the  ordei  was 
amended  by  striking  out  "less  that),"  and  making 
it  read  "not  exceeding"  three  years. 

A.S  amended  *.  he  otder  vas  passed.    Sentdowu. 

WIDENING  OF  SCHOOL  STREET. 

Alderman  Prescott; — I  move  a  iecoD  si  deration  of 
the  vote  whereby  the  Board  i  idefinnelvpostponed 
action  in  regaro  to  the  widening  of  School  stieet. 
I  do  not  make,  this  mo'iou  because  I  have  changed 
my  irind,  but  at  the  request  of  another  member 
who,  I  understand,  staes  that  some  figures  wi!l 
be  presented  to  the  Board  in  regard  to  the  pioba- 
ble  cost  and  amount  to  be  ieceived  f  torn  better- 
meots.  1  mad»  th*-  motion  because  it  was  not  con- 
venient for  the  Alderman  to  do  so  within  the 
twenty-four  boors  lequir-d.  I  move  that  the  mo- 
tion to  recoitsider  be  laia  on  the  table. 

Alderman  Power — I  hope  that  itotion  sill  not 
prevail.  I  supposed,  by  the  vote  of  the  last 
meeting,  that  this  matter  was  fio ally  disposed  of, 
and  that  we  have  no  desiteto  take  any  steps  to 
commit  the  city  to  thi^  expenditure  this  year. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  w?s  lost. 

Alderman  Power  in  the  chair. 

Aldeiman  Claik — I  suppose  I  am  the  Alderman 
alluded  to  as  desiring  the  subject  reouened,  I 
do  desire  to  have  it  reopened,  for  I  contend  there 
is  no  harm  in  the  city  gettirg  ail  the  rights  from 
the  Legislature  that  it  is  possible  to  obtain.  We 
have  never  yet  haa  half  enough  rights  from  th~ 
Legislative  of  Massachusetts.  It  will  no  no  'mm 
to  have  authority  to  wi  ieo  School  street  by  re- 
moving toe  church  and  burying  ground,  and  I 
bope  tne  Mayor  will  be  authorize  I  to  make  the 
petition.  I  am  not  in  favor  of  taking  anvsleos 
this  year,  aod  I  don't  believe  it  will  be  necessary 
next  year.  But  a-iy  one  can  se«  that  School  street 
is  crowded  tro-n  5  A.  M.  to  6  P.  M..;  and  further- 
more, no  st'eet  in  the  central  part  of  the  city 
ca<>  be  widened  at  so  little  expense  as 
School  street,  for  we  shall  get  hack  a 
laige  amount  in  betterments.  Befoie  the 
tbe  street  is  widened  we  must  have  legislative 
authority  to  tat e  tbe  burying  grousd  and  move 
the  church;  and  there  is  no  h  am  m  our  obtaining 
that  right,  for  the  idea  that  this  Board  cannot  be 
trustee  with  that  power  is  fallaci  ous.  It  is  be- 
neath tbe  dignity  of  this  Board  to  briog  up  such 
an  objection  as  that.  The  old  building  on  the 
corner  ot  Washington  and  School  streets  may  be 
torn  down,  and  once  commenced  the  improve- 
ment will  extend  to  City  Hall.  When  chat  is 
done,  does  anv  member  doubt  the  expediency  of 
widening  School  street?  and  it  is  desirable  to  liave 
the  authority  io  cas-*  such  an  exigency  arises.  Let 
the  Ciiy  Government  have  the  right  to  do  it,  when 
the  interest  of  tl  e  cicy  requires  it.  It  may  occur 
within  a  lew  years.  I  don't  care  if  it  doe=  mean 
the  widenu  g  of  Beacon  street,  I  am  giad  to  see 
business  creeping  up  Beacon  street.  We  carjnot  ig- 
nore the  fact  that.  Scnool  street  is  over-crowoed; 
but  the  point  I  wish  to  tiake  is  that  it  can 
do  no  harm  to  get  this  authority.  The  Legislature 
is  not  always  ready  to  grant  everything  Boston 
asks,  and  sometime-!  it  takes  three  or  four  years 
to  get  what  we  want.  I  don't  take  such  dismal 
views  of  business  in  this  city  as  other  people  do. 
I  believe  the  depression  has  touched  hottom,  and 
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that  we  are  to  sje  a  revival  of  trade  io  1876.  Busi- 
ness is  good  on  fcchool  street.  Two  or  three  scores 
are  vacant  because  ihe  st  eet  is  uatrow  ;  but  who 
doubts  but  tuat  tre  new  building  would  be  occu- 
pied if  toe  scree*  is  widened?  Toey  made  a  mis- 
take in  putting  up  .such  a  building  on  a  narrow 
ttteet,  ana  ought  to  h  :ve  come  here  and  utged 
the  widening.  It  has  b'  en  -aid  that  the  proprie- 
tors of  lb?  Parser  House  advocate  the  widening 
to  accommodate  their  hacks.  You  must  nave 
good  hotels,  and  I  contend  ihat  tne  one 
oppusite  is  one  of  the  most  important 
institutions  for  developing  the  growth  and 
pio<nerity  ot  the  city.  It  is  u't  surprising 
that  Messrs.  Pat  ker  &  Mills  advocats  thewid«n- 
mg.  They  have  ai  immense  property,  ana  ihey 
are  the  means  of  bringing  an  immense  ttaffic  into 
the  city.  If  anything  will  bung  business  to  a  city 
it  is  a  good  hotel.  I  suppose  it  is  inowu  that  they 
bave  offered  $80  or  $90  a  foot  for  ihe  colter  lot,  in 
order  to  mike  an  addition  to  the  hotel.  Should 
they  ooi  rrceive  so  ■  e  encouragement  fro  n  the 
Cny  Council?  I  believe  the  widening  is  demaud- 
eu  by  the  business  commui  icy;  ana  I  believe  the 
idea  that  memoersof  this  Boaid  cannot  be  trusted 
with  the  rjower  is  not  w  ith  consideration. 

Aldeiman  Prescott— I  fear  I  shal1  have  to  do  as 
the  Aloermau  from  Ward  4  did—  make  a  morion, 
aLd  then  vote  against  it.  I  am  convinced  that  it 
is  inexpedient  Ini  us  to  obtain  this  authority  until 
we  settle  in  our  own  rninos  that  the  widening  is 
propel  to  be  done.  It  has  occurred  to  me  that 
School  street  is  one  of  the  busiest  streets  of  the 
cit\  because  it  is  narrow.  It  the  widening  is 
called  lor,  it  is  aot  to  benefit  ibe  business,  bur  to 
n.ake  it  a  tnoroughraie.  The  first  step  is  sone- 
times  the  most  costly,  and  I  do  not  tnink  it  wise 
to  take  it  now. 

Al&erman  O'Brien— I  believe  that  School  street 
ought  <o  be  wioened;  that  it  is  a  thoroughfare; 
that  there,  is  a  splendid  hotel  theie,  wbico  ought 
to  receive  some  encouragement  at  our  bands,  be- 
cause we  are  its  patrons  to  a  considerable  exteDt. 
But  if  you  will  tximiae  the  Auditor's  records  you 
will  fiii d  ihat  our  debt  has  beer  increased  at  t'ae 
rate  of  $2,000,000  a  year  for  the  last  twenty  jears. 
Shall  that  debt  go  on  increasirg  by  these  expen- 
sive street-wideoings?  I  believe  that  when  Scnoo 
stteet  is  widened  it  ought  to  be  ext'  ndect  to  the 
Post  Office  and  to  Park  street;  but  it  is  prematu.e 
now.  Our  treasury  is  empcy ;  bu  dness  is  depress- 
ed; teal  estate  is  very  low.  Every  Alderman 
must  have  read  of  the  sale  of  ao  estate,  assessed 
for  $55,800,  that  not  a  great  while  ago  Sold  for 
$40,700. 

Alderman  Clark— Will  the  Alderman  give  the 
name  of  that  locality? 

Aloetmao  O'Brien— The  estate  of  N.  Morrison 
in  Blackstons  square.  Ocher  est  tes  hiive  under- 
gone the  samt  depres.ion;  although  I  believe 
School  stre.  t  should  be  widened,  I  think  we  are 
hardly  prepared  to  take  the  first  step  to  bring  it 
about. 

Alderman  Clark— I  do  not  cor  tend  that  the 
widening  ;hould  take  place  now.  We  don't  contem- 
plate it  either  tms  y»ar  oi  the  Dexr.  The  order 
merely  contemplates  that  the  city  shall  not  be 
hampered  if  the  best  interest  of  the  city  requires 
it.  la  regard  to  the  g  eat  increasa  of  debt— the 
city  was  o't  toblaoje  for  the  Bre  of  1872,  which 
added  $8,000,000  or  $10,000,000  to  our  debt.  It 
caused  improvements  in  one  or  two  years  that  or- 
dinarily woul  i  tot  have-  Seen  made  in  twenty. 
Would  the  gentleman  have  recommended  the  re- 
building of  toat  territoi  v  as  it  was  bhfoie  the  fire 
with  its  narrow  and  crooked  st  eets?  Other  im- 
provements had  been  commenced  which  would 
not  have  been  if  we  had  known  ihe  fire  was  com- 
irg.  It  is  n't  to  be  expected  that  the  d<-bt  can  be 
reducea  $1,000,000  every  year  in  a  city  like  this. 

Alderman  O'Brien— Ou:  end  should  be  to  stop 
the  increase  ot  toe  debt  so  that  it  will  not  get  be- 
yoDd  our  reach,  which  wilt  ba  the  case  if  we  do 
not  stop  these  expensive  improvements  while  we 
do  the  work  already  laid  out-  The  introduction 
of  water,  the  sewerage  commission— that  it  is  said 
will  (epu.-t  in  a  very  short  time  that  we  will  have 
to  spend  millions  to  make  our  sewerage  system 
proper.  The  fire  and  the  war  cause  a  large  in- 
has  crease  in  our  ciebt;  but  the  widening  of  streets 
far  exceeded  both  taefire  and  thejwar,  and  I  say 
it  ought  to  be  stopped  without  delay.  The  debt 
is  beyood  our  control,  and  it  will  go  on  increasing 
fot  some  years  unless  this  Board  adopts  a  course 
of  rigid  economy. 

Alderman  Clark— I  differ  from,  tlie  gentleman. 
The  City  Council  can  control  the  debt.  The  water 
debt  is  a  good  investment,  and  in  a  few  years  will 


pay  a  handsome  income.  Prior  to  the  commence- 
ment of  the  scheme  for^tn  additional  supply,  the 
watei  wo'ks  were  a  source  of  income,  and  it  will 
be  go  again  if  we  don't  proclaim  to  all  creation 
that  wi»  aie  going  to  the  dogs.  The  sale  at  the 
South  Ecd  may  be  a  case  where  the  assesscis 
bave  overstepped  the  mark.  I  hsar  of  no  houses 
rented  at  unreasonably  low  prices,  except  perhaps 
on  a  very  short  leis°.  But  thank  fortuue,  we  aie 
ahead  of  the  grent  city  of  New  York,  toi  we  bave 
not  so  rrr.iny  vacant  stores  as  they  have  there. 

Alderman  Burrage — It  is  true  we  have  o't  gone 
to  the  dogs;  but  we  must  admit  that  business  is 
dull  aod  taxes  are  onerous,  am  the  only  remedy 
is  to  practise  economy  both  in  private  and  public. 
We  ho  ve  no  right  to  embark  upon  an  enterprise 
that  is  not  for  the  immediate  -at'ety  and  conven- 
ience of  the  peop^.  We  have  as  many  streets  to 
take  care  of  tow  as  tbecitizeos  can  afford  to  pay 
tor  without  making  new  or  es.  This  one  can  wait 
a  few  years.  No  doubt  it  must  come  some  tine, 
but  it  can  be  done  as  well  five  years  hence  as  now. 
It  seems  to  me  we  should  let  well  enough 
alone.  The  widening  will  not  benefit  business, 
for  a  narrow  stieet  is  better  for  business.  If  it  is 
to  be  a  tflnroughfare,  of  course  ic  bad  better  be 
widened;  but  if  we  are  not  going  to  act  ud  on  it 
now,  I  think  we  had  better  not  get  the  authority. 

Alderman  Claik — The  question  i*  not  on  widen- 
ing Scnool  street,  but  on  obtaining  authority  from 
the  Legislature  to  oo  it  whenever  the  City  Council 
makes  up  its  mind  ihat  it  is  expedient. 

Alderman  Quincy — I  have  no  doubt  School 
street  nmct  be  wicened,  aod  tbat  I  shall  favor  it; 
but  tne  City  Government  can  decide  it  Setter  if  it 
does  noc  have  th;  knife  ia  its  hands.  To  obtain 
this  power  from  the  Legislature  will  be  like  put- 
ting a  knife  in  our  hands,  aod  cause  a  constant 
temptation  to  use  it. 

Alderman  O'Brien— In  what  I  have  said  I  don't 
wish  to  detract  in  thelea=t  from  the  power  of  the 
citizens  of  Boston  to  overcome  obstacles — even 
the  widening  of  School  street.  I  believe  the  men 
who  can  overcome  the  losses  of  the  hre  and  other 
causes,  can  accomplish  anything.  But  I  say  it  is 
time  to  give  them  a  test.  They  have  be,-n  called 
upon  to  do  so  much  that  they  ought  to  have  a  rest 
for  the  next  five  or  fen  years  at  least. 

eUJerman  Clark  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Power — The  Chairman  remarked  this 
evenit  g  that  we  should  sho-r  our  good  sense  by 
charging  our  record.  This  is  no.,  one  of  those 
trivial  matters  that  can  he  changed ;  it  is  not  like 
the  division  of  the  wards.  It  is  a  great  matter  io 
which  the  sense  of  the  Government  has  been  sev- 
eral times  expresseo,  and  I  hope  the  Board  will 
soow  its  good  sense  by  adhering  to  the  vote  al- 
ready nassed. 

The  reconsideration  was  lost. 

CLERK  OF   COMMITTEES. 

Alderman  Prs»cott — I  rise,  Mr.  Ch  Airman,  to 
present  the  reporr  of  th-  committee  to  «bom  was 
referred  ibe  communication  of  Mr.  James  M. 
Bugbee,  tendering  to  the  City  Council  his  resigna- 
tion of  the  office  which  be  has  so  long  and  so  ably 
filled  as  Clerk  of  Committee-.  The  Boaid  will,  I 
am  sute,  sir,  pasdo'i  a  trespass  upon  tts  parlia- 
mentary rules,  anu  allow  me  a  moment  before 
piesenting  the  formal  report  of  its  committee.  I 
feel,  Mr/ChaitmaD,that  I  speak  the  unanimous 
voice  not  only  of  the  City  Council  of  this  "ear, 
but  of  all  who  have  been  connected  <Ptth  the  Gov- 
ernment during  the  last  ten  years,  when  I  say  that 
the  resign  itiou  «e  now  so  reluctantly  accept 
comes  from  o.'  e  whose  record  is  most  exemplary, 
and  the  event  prompts  us  to  a  slight  tribute  of 
ourprofomd  respect  owaros  him  whose  labors 
here  are  about  to  close.  Mr.  Bugbee,  after  a  ser- 
vice of  some  ye-u's  as  a  !■  porter  for  one  or 
more  of  our  Boston  papers,  was  first  called  into 
the  service  of  the  city  in  the  capacity  of  a  May- 
or's clerk,  which  position  he  filled  fot  tne  term  of 
three  and  a  half  years,  ana  early  in  the  year  1866 
he  was  chosen  Clerk  of  Committees.  The  title  of 
that  office,  where  he  has  so  faithfully  labored, 
carries  with  it  orlv  a  faint  idea  of  what  he  has 
maoeit.  Toiaywelook  upon  it  as  one  ot  the 
most  imDortant  departments  connected  with  the 
Municipal  Government.  He  has  made  it  what  it 
now  is,  and  the  chair  he  row  vacates  is  not  easily 
filled.  He  is  a  recognized  anthority  upon  munici- 
pal law,  and  the  able  repotts  he  has  made  for 
some  of  the  most  important  joint  and  special 
committees  of  the  City  Council  bear  the  raarKS  of 
great  research  and  of  ripe  scholarship.  The,  work 
accomplished  bv  him  has  heeu  almost  herculean. 
His  cheerfulness  of  disposition,  his  urbanity  of 


NOVEMBER       15,       18  75 


61=2 


manner;  his  nobility  of  character  aud  hi  =  spotless 
integrity  are  recognized  by  us  all.  Mi .  Chairman, 
I  cannot  feel  that  I  overstep  the  bounds  of  pro- 
priety in  presenting  foi  rbe  consideration  of  tbe 
Board  these  resolutions,  and  asking  that  they  may 
be  put  upon  their  parsage  at  the  pres-nt  time: 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston  feel 
most  sensibly  and  profoundly  tbe  great  Loss  which 
tbe  city  sustains  in  the  departu/e  from  its  se<  vice 
of  James  M.  Bugbee,  Esq.,  who  has  filled  for  tbe 
last  ten  years,  so  accep  ably  to  all  patties,  the  po- 
sition of  Clerk  of  Committee*  of  th?  Citv  Council. 
TJpoo  bis  accession  to  that  office,  then  recently  es- 
tablished, he  devoted  his  whole  time  and  atten- 
tion to  its  dudes,  recognizing  no  specific  hours  of 
labor  so  long  as  any.- ntng  was  requirtc.  to  be  done. 
Untiring  in  energy  and  iodustry,  be  gathered  all 
precedents,  mastered  legal  decisions,  a  .o  ex- 
hausted all  sources  of  information  which  could 
be  useful  to  his  committees.  Thus  insensibly  to 
himself,  but  perceotibly  to  01  hers,  he  elevated 
tbe  office  of  Clerk  of  Committees  to  that  impor- 
tance aud  dignity  which  it  now  eojoys.  By  ttris 
industry,  activity  ano  research  he  became  a  recog- 
nized authority  on  municipal  matters,  and  he  had 
the  faculty  of  investing  the  dry  esc  subjects  with 
a  rare  intere-~t.  With  an  unyielding  loyalty  to 
rectitude  and  honor,  and  srith  a  thorough  knowl- 
edge of  men,  he  alwavs  infused  bis  reports  with 
the  spirit  of  his  own  best  thoughts  aod  ideas,  so 
that  the  records  of  the  City  Council,  during  his 
term  of  service,  permeated,  as  they  are,  with  his 
good  judgment  aad  sound  commo  i  sense,  and  ex- 
pressed in  terse  and  cogent  la  guage,are  mthern- 
selves  the  truest  and  fairest  tribute  to  his  capaci- 
ties and  worth  as  a  public  officer. 

Resolved,  Tnat  tbe  sincere  good  wishe3  of  the 
memoers  of  the  City  Council  will  attend  Mr.  Bug- 
bee  in  his  tew  sphere  of  duty,  and  while  they  ten- 
der him  this  feebi?  expression  of  their  regret  at 
the  dissolution  o£  an  official  and  friendly  connec- 
tion, hitherto  so  agreeable,  thi-y  sueerely  hope 
that  the  remain  ier  of  bis  life  may  be  attended 
with  chat  happiness  and  success  which  he  so  richly, 
deserves. 

Alderman  Power— As  one  of  the  members  of 
the  commi'-tee  to  vhom  this  matter  was  referred, 
I  cannot  let  this  occasion  pass  without  saying  a 
few  words,  though  I  feel  that  I  am  not  capable  of 
fitly  expressing  my  sentiments  of  regard  tor  the 
gentleman  whose  resignation  «e  have  had  to  ac- 
cept It  is  fortunate  for  m»  that  this  resignation  did 
not  come  anv  soooei ;  for  I  feel  that  it  would  have 
been  a  great  calamity  to  me  if  I  had  been  de- 
prive I  of  the  aid  and  assistance  I  haye  received 
from  Mr.  Bugbee;  and  I  feel  tha  it  is  tortunate 
for  me  that  he  is  not  to  leave  until  I  am  about  to 
go  myself.  Cnmiog  here  as  I  did,  without  any  ex- 
peiienee  in  municipal  matters,  I  hardly  know 
how,  I  can't  imagine  how,  I  could  have  got  along 
without  the  aio  and  assistance  I  have  received  at 
his  hands.  When  I  think  of  the  marvellous  tact 
with  which  he  has  many  times  made  up  able  re- 
ports for  me  on  various  subjects;  how  he  seemed 
to  divine  my  thoughts  and  express  them  just  as 
Idesi:ed— and  on  subjects,  too,  that  I  knew  his 
views  were  entirely  opposed  to  mv  own,  ytt  h& 
expressed  them  just  as  I  desired,  holding  hiv  in- 
terests in  his  hands  and  carrying  them  out  so 
faithfully ;— when  I  think  of  lhe  extraordinary 
honesty  am  faithfulness  with  ^vbicrr  be  served 
ma  upon  such  occasions,  1  feel  that  I  cannot  find 
word-  to  express  my  gratitude  for  the  obligations 
I  am  under  to  bun.  A.s  1  said  betoie,  lfeel  thank- 
ful that  tbis  resignation  did  not.  occur  before,  a^  d 
tbai  be  has  remained  here  abot.t  as  1  ng  as  I  have 
tostav.  I  regret  exceedingly  that  we  aie  obliged  to 
make  this  report.  I  wasi /hopes,  when  the  com- 
mittee was  appointed,  that  we  might  be  able  to 
make  a  more  cheerful  repott;  but  we  could  cot 
prevail  upon  him  to  -fithdia/v  his  ies;goatiop. 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  cheerfully  and  sorrowfully  in- 
dorse those  resolutions.  I  feel  that  the  city  has  met 
with  a  g-eat  loss,  and  I  cannot  imagine  how  it  is 
possible  for  any  one— no  matter  what  natural 
ability  he  has.  or  what  he  may  oe  able  to  do -to 
fill  tne  position  Mr.  Bugbee  has  so  honorably  filled 
for  the  last  eight  or  ten  years. 

Alderman  Bower  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Claris— I  feel  that  I  not  ought  to  let 
this  occasion  piss  without  saying  a  word  in  favor 
of  the  passage  of  the  lesoluttons.  I  catne  here 
fou'  years  ago  an  entire  strange'  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  tbe  City  Government;  and  I  must  say, 
with  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12,  that  I  hardly 
know  how  I  should  have  got  alo  g  but  for  the 
kindness  and  efficient  aid  of  the  Clerk  ot  Com- 
mittees   ever   since   the   commencement  of    my 


term  of  seivice.  I  feel  that  it  is  a  very  great  loss 
for  tbe  city  to  be  compelled  to  part  with  a  faith- 
ful and  efficient  official,  and  crtainly  no  one 
will  regret  it  more  than  those  who  are  connected 
with  departments  in  charge  of  th3  Clerk  of  Com- 
mittees. He  has  al  way  3  had  the  u  usual  faculty 
of  expitssng  the  opinions  of  both  the  majotity 
and  the  minority,  regardless  of  what  his  OW"  feel- 
ings might  be  upon  a  subject.  I  regiet  that  he 
is  to  leave  us,  although  I  can  hardly  blame  him 
for  so  doing;  and  I  hope  that  when  he  gets  to 
Washington  be  will  have  an  opportunity  to  infuse 
Fome  of  his  sterling  honesty  and  integrity  into 
the  heads  of  departments  there.  If  be  can  suc- 
ceed io  uoin;  that,  although  his  departure  is  a 
great  loss  to  us  now,  we  can  feel  that  he  will  be 
doing  something  tor  us  in  that  sphere.  Mr.  Bug- 
bee's  labors  have  always  been  arduous.  The 
members  ot  this  Board  know  what  he  has  accom- 
plished during  the  past  season  in  compiling  and 
printing  the  record  of  the  centennial  celebration 
on  the  17th  of  June,  and  he  has  always  taken 
labor  of  that  kind  upon  his  own  shoulders.  He 
bas  always  been  not  only  the  Clerk  of 
Committees,  but  his  office  has  been  a  soit  o'  head- 
quarters for  all  kiads  of  municipil  and  other  in- 
formation. It  has  been  a  current  saying,  that  if 
you  want  to  know  anything  about  City  Hall,  if 
you  are  not  posted,  you  can  go  to  Bugbee  and  if 
it  don't  bel  Jug  to  bis  department  he  will  tell  you 
where  to  go.  His  loss  will  be  felt  by  every  mem- 
ber of  this  Board  and  the  Common  Council.  I  re- 
gret that  we  are  to  lose  him,  and  we  can 
only  testify  our  appreciation  of  the  services  he 
has  rendered  to  every  one  connected  with  tbe 
City  Government.  I  heartily  indorse  the  resolu- 
tions, and  hope  they  wi<i]  be  passed  by  a  rising 
vote. 

Tbe  resolutions  were  unanimously  passed  by  a 
rising  vote. 

Alderman  Prescott  submitted  the  folio  vicg: 

The  joint  special  committee  who  were  appoint- 
ed to  consider  the  resigtiatioi  ot  James  M.  Bug- 
bee, Esq.,  as  Clerk  of  Cormittees,  would  respect- 
fully state  that  they  have  conferred  v/ich  that  offi- 
cer, and,  believing  that  they  repre  ented  the  feel- 
ing of  themembersof  ths  Citv  Council,  have  en- 
deavored to  iuduce  him  to  withdraw  his  resigna- 
tion and  continue  in  the  sec  vies  of  the  city.  They 
find,  however,  tbat  Mr.  Bugbee's  engagements  are 
imperative,  and  that  his  resignation  is  to  be  con- 
sidered final;  and,  having  carefully  considered 
the  subject,  would  respectfully  recommend  the 
election  of  William  H.  Lee  as  Clerk  of  Commit- 
tees. The  committee  would  also  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  Ttut  the  salary  of  the  Clerk  of  Com- 
mittees shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $2750  per  annum, 
beginning  on  the  fust  day  of  December,  A.  D. 
1875,  and  coufraui  g  until  otherwise  ordered. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  p^sent  salary  of  James  M, 
Bugbee  as  Clerk  of  Committees  be  continued  and 
paid  up  to  the  first  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1876. 

Read  twrce  ad  passed. 

Severally  sent  down. 

AHerman  Prescott  said  the  committee  felt  the 
necessity  of  making  a  proper  selection;  they  had 
considered  the  merits  of  various  candidates,  and 
made  their  report.  He  did  not  desire  to  histen 
an  election  without  time  tor  consideration,  and 
for  that  purpose  moved  that  tbe  election  be  spe- 
cially assigned  to  a  special  meeting  on  Thursday 
nexr,  at,  one  o'clock  P.  M.,  which  was  alopted. 

Alderman  Claik  in  the  chair. 

CHARLESTOWN  HORSE-CAB  ACCOMMODATIONS. 

Alderman  Harris  presented  tbe  petition  of  H. 
H.  Seaver  and  many  other  residents  of  Charles- 
town,  representing  that  they  desired  greater  fa- 
cilities tor  communication  by  ho:se  railroad  with 
the  retail  business  part  of  the  city,  and  asking 
that,  more  cars  be  allowed  to  eo  as  far  a.s  Temple 
place  and  Boylston  stteei.  They  repiesent  tbf.t 
they  have  applied  to  the  company  an  i  to  other 
sources  for  relief,  and  <  ow  raake'thrs  apoeal  to 
tbe  Board  tor  id  in  securing  the  accommodation 
they  so  greatly  need.  Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Paving. 

constable's   nomination.. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris  the  Board  took 
from  ths>  table  tbs  executive  nomination  of  Sam- 
uel J.  Bradlee  as  a  constable. 

The  question  vva«  upon  confirmation. 

Alderman  Worthington  explained,  in  reply  to 
the  charge  that  Mr.  Braalee  was  a  student  of  law, 
that  he  had  never  contemplated  practising  the 
profession,  but  studied  law  to  enable  him  to  per- 
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f 01  m  the  duties  of  constable.  Ah  the  objections 
raised  against  aim  bad  bssn  investigated,  but  not 
one  had  stooa  the  tsst. 

Aldtrmaa  Burrage  said  his  objection  was  that 
Mr.  Bradle-  wa«  studying  law  in  tue  office  of  a  law- 
yer «vbo  drew  the  writs  tor  Mi.  Bfidiee  to  serve. 
Tbere  were  other  matters  he  desired  to  look  info, 
but  tiad  uot  sad  time. 

Alaerman  Woittpigton  said  all  lawyers  bave 
constables  whom  they  emplov,  aud  he  cou'dnot 
see  the  ciffeience  between  having  a  desk  in  one 
office  and  a  other.  He  thought  there  ha  J  been 
a  %  pie  time  f  r  investigation  in  the  six  week*  it 
had  been  on  the  table. 

Alderman  Prescott  reminded  the  Board  that 
wbeo  the  matter  was  last  up  the  chair  ai  ao  reed 
an  advertisement  of  Mi.  Bradlee's  application  for 
membership  to  the  Boston  bai,  askicg  whecber  be 
had  sii.ee  besn  acmitted  and  whether  that  did  not 
incapacitate  him  tor  toe  office  of  co.  stable. 

Alderman  Wortoingtoa  said  Mr.  Bradlee  did 
not  contemplate  becoming  a  lawyer,  and  he  had 
not  been  admitted  to  the  bar. 

Alderman  Burrage  asked  if  the  fact  that  he  had 
applied  aijd  had  not  been  admitted  was  one  of  his 
recommeodatioES  foe  the  office  of  constable. 

Alierman  Worchtngtou  could  not  say,  but  if 
Mr.  Biadlee  Dad  been  refused  it  would  be  no  ob- 
jection to  him.  He  had  known  Mr.  Bradlee  ma  y 
years,  and  Knew  Eim  to  be  a  good  constable. 

Alderman  Quincv  said  if  Mr.  Biadlee's  relations 
to  the  lawyer  were  that  if  a  stucent,  it  would  be 
hregular  foi  bim  to  serve  the  writs  for  that  law- 
yer; on  the  other  hand,  if  ne  merely  had  a  desk  iu 
the  lawyer's  office,  and  was  not  a  student,  it  was 
not  irregular. 

Alderman  Wocthiogton  was  amksed  at  the  points 
raised.    Mr.  Bradlee  bad  ??otked  hard  tor  many 


years,  and  should  not  be  put  c'own  because  be 
happened  to  look  inro  a  lawbook.  He  thought 
the  positioti  of  Alcerman  Qumcy  very  strange. 

Alderman  Burrage  was  told  bv  the  lawyer  tbat 
Mr.  Brao lee  was  studying  law  with  bim.  He  did 
not  know  Mr.  Bradlee,  and  the  only  interest  he 
had  was  tie  public  good.  Bad  men  get  into  the 
office  of  constable,  and  tbe  Board  should  be  care- 
ful whom  they  confirm. 

Alderman  Wo  thington  objected  to  weeding  out 
the  men  wHj  strive  to  educate  themselves  for  tbe 
business,  and  to  keeping  all  the  ignorant  ones  in. 

Alderman  Barrage  desiied  to  investigate  other 
charges  before  voting  on  tbe  confirmation. 

Alderman  WorthiDgton  thoughr  time  enough 
had  b°en  Allowed  abeadv. 

Alderman  O'Brien  asked  if  Mr.  Bradlee  bad  not 
caused  great  distress  to  poor  people  by  just  keep- 
iog  within  the  limit*  of  tbe  law. 

Alderman  Woithingtou  caid  those  charges  had 
been  maae,  but  were  not  sustained. 

Aldeiman  Prescott  thought  there  was  still  some 
uncertainty  in  regard  to  the  matter,  and  moved 
that  the  nomination  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Police. 

Alderman  Bierelow  thought  that  did  not  come 
within  the  provin'  e  of  the  committee. 

Alderman  Prescott  urged  that  it  was  a  proper 
subject  for  investigation  by  some  committee,  and 
he  had  confidence  in  the  Committee  on  Police. 

Aloerman  Burrage  thought  such  aieference 
would  establish  a  bad  precedent. 

Jhe  motioa  to  refer  was  lost,  and  the  nomina- 
tion w;s  laid  on  the  table,  witn  the  understanding 
th»t  it  should  be  acted  oa  at  the  special  meetirg 
on  Thursday. 

On  motion  of  Aider  nan  Wortbington,  the  Board 
adjeurned. 
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idjourned  tegular  meeting  ar,  one  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  Ciatk,  Cnair.nan,  ptesiding. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Armories.  Company  C, 
Ni;  til  Regiment  oi  Infantry,  for  a  new  arrnoiy. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  Lewis  Jones  & 
Son,  tor  leave  to  maintain  a  projecting  sign  at  50 
La  Grange  street. 

Old  Colony  Sunday  School,  for  leavn  to  mam- 
tain  tbeir  laoierfi  at  63  Tyler  street. 

George  S.  Jo  es,  for  leave  to  maintain  a  s  wing- 
ing srgn  at  corner  Endicott  and  Cross  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  Edward  E. 
Tower  et  ah,  tliat  ibe  lice  ses  f  ■  i  wagon  stands  m 
La  Grange  street  be  revoked. 

BOND  APPROVED. 

The  bond  of  Pbi?eas  Bates  et  al.,  constable 
beiig  jj  resented,  duly  certified,  wac  approved. 

TRANSFERS  OF  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Tbe  Chairman  submitted  a  re,ort  from  the 
Committee  on  Finance  on  the  request  ot  tbe 
committees  on  Nniibampton-street  District  and 
Public  Buildiogs,  recoojmencliug  the  passage 
of  the  following : 

Ordered,  rhat  tbe  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
h«  hereby  l  ^  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  Re- 
set ved  Fund  to  tbe  appropriation  for  Norfbamp- 
ton-stieet  Distiict  tbe  sum  of  $5000,  and  to  teat 
for  New  EDgiue  Houses  tbe  sum  of  §3000. 

Read  Dwice  and  passed — veas  11,  najsO,  Sent 
clown. 

OBDER  TO  PAY. 

Aider  ma:.  Harris  submitted  an  order  from  tbe 
Commit  ee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  tbe  Board 
.to  pay  Daniel  Nevios  $4500  fir  land  taken  and  all 
d  images  ot  every  nature,  including  grade  dam- 
ages, occasioned  by  tbe  widening  of"  Cambridge 
and  Washington  streets,  Biigbton.  Order  read 
twice  and  pass-  d. 

SEWERS. 

AM  e.- man  Harris  submitted  tba  following: 
Ordeted,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers  be 
hereby  directed  to  build  a  sewer  in  Richmond 
street,  tetween  Mercantile  street  aud  Atlantic 
avenue;  the  expense  to  be  chat ged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Widening  Streets. 
Read  twice  anu  passed. 

SWING  SIGNS  AND  AWNINGS. 

AUierman  Stebbins  offered  tbe  following: 
Ordered,  That  tbe  Chief  of  Police  be  directed  to 
discontinue  further  proceedings  under  tbe  order 
uassed  by  this  Boaird  Oct.  11,  itstxnctir g  him  to 
prosecute'  all  persons  wbo  fail  to  remove  all  signs, 
lanterns  or  fhow  boards  of  at,  v  description  wbicb 
projeot  more  thau  one  fo<  t  into  the  public  streets. 
Alderman  Stebbins— When  tbe  order  referred  to 
was  introduced  several  weeks  ago,  the  Alderman 
from  tue  Cbariestown  District  and  myself  ques- 
tioned the  propriety  of  passing  it,  ano  at  our 
insiance  it  was  laid  over.  The  proceedings  wbicb 
have  been  had  under  that  order  srnce  it  was  finally 
taken  from  'hetabl-  aodpassed, have  convinced  me 
thatitought  hot  to  save  been  passed  by  this  Board. 
We  have  pre  ented  to usatevery  meeting  petitions 
asking  that  ce  tains  signs  may  be  allowed  to 
remain,  and  I  see  no  reason  why  tbe  police  should 
be  instructed  to  prosecute  people  wbo  live  on  the 
various  side  streets  where  there  is  no  danger  from 
the  maintaining  of  these  signs  or  show  boards 
which  project  no  more  tha*!  one  or  two  feet  into 
the  street.  1  understand  that  withia  a  day  ot  two 
the  Committee  on  Police  have  instructed  tbe 
Ccief  'O  notify  all  peisons  wbo  have  awnings  in 
front  of  tneir  stores  for  tire  ptoteetion  of  (heir 
goous  uoon  which  there  may  be  any  lettering,  to 
remove  tbem  forthwith  or  they  will  be  oro-ecuted 
the  same  as  those  who  maintain  signs  and  show 
boards  in  front  of  their  premises.  Now,  it  seems  to 
me  that  the  Committee  on  Police  can  be  engaged 
in  a  better  work  for  the  citizens  of  Boston  than 
in  raking  up  some  ancient  colonial  law  or  old  or- 
dinance and  enforcing  it.  1  hope  they  will  take 
this  matter  into  consideration  agaia  and  if  neces- 
sary amend  fhe  order  so  that  wherever  there  are 
any  signs  project!  g  over  the  public  streets  which 
ni  th&  opinion  of  tbo  Inspector  of  Buildings  aie 


not  dangerous,  may  be  abowed  to  re -nam.  The 
order  now  compels  evei  y  shopkeeper  and  milliner 
to  remove  the  signs,  and  it  seems  to  b^  a  great 
hardsnip,  and  hardly  wortkv  the  dignity  of  thu 
Board  t<i  consrcler.  I  hope  this  order  will  be  pass- 
ed and  the  Commit' ee  on  Police  will  ax  end  the 
ordinance  so  that  it  will  not  apply  to  awnings. 

Aldeiman  Powei— I  hop?,  this  order  will  not 
oass.  I  doii't  sse  any  i  ecessrty  tor  passing  it.  I 
think  the  matter  is  just  ngbt  as  it  is  at  present. 
I  understand  that  the  Committee  on  Police  have 
countermaiioed  the  orders  to  prosecute  all  parties 
who  have  sent  in  petitions  to  ha^e  their  signs  re- 
main, and  that  it  is  disci  etionary  v,irli  fie  com- 
mittee whose  sigrs  shall  remain.  So  far  as  J  can 
understand,  tbey  have  thought  m  many  instances 
that  the  sig.s  should  not  be  removed  ad  have 
allowed  theai  to  remain;  and  tbey  are  no  doubt 
competent  to  pss  upon  t'.ie  signs  in  the  -ide 
streets  that  tbe  Aiderujj/n  has  allude-  to.  A  great 
many  parties  have  been  before  tbe  Commutes  on 
Police,  and  a  great  ma -y  more  wi  1  come  before 
them;  and  their  signs  will  lemaiu  it  in  the  judg- 
ment ot  the  co-j.mittre  tbev  should  not  be  re- 
moved. 

Alderman  Stebbas— I  should  not  have  brought 
this  matter  to  the  auentioD  of  the  Board  but  for 
the  fact  "hat  I  was  told  at  the  office  of  tb«-  Chief 
of  Police  that  i-jstructious  had  b.-en  received 
within  a  few  days  to  prosecute  eveiy  storekeeper 
who  had  any  lettering  whatever  upon  his  awning, 
and  who  did  not  remove  it  forthwrth.  If  this  is 
not  a  hardship  I  don't  know  what  yoa  Wuuld  term 
it.  Why  people  maintaining  letterea  awnings 
should  be  required  to  remove  them  and  replace 
them  with  plain  curtains  I  cannot  see,  for  certain- 
lv  they  are  not  dangerous.  It  may  be  that 
the  statute  ox  the  ordinance  «ili  cover  this 
class  of  oases,  but  why  this  Boa<d  -nould  annoy 
shopkeooers  aed  milliners  I  d^n't  know;  and  I 
don't  propose  to  take  any  part  in  it.  Had  the 
committee  been  satisfied  to  remove  signs  only,  I 
should  not  have  brought  it  to  the  attention  of  t-.e 
Board ;  bu>  tin  i  order  has  been  issued  to  the  Chief 
of  Police,  and  I  do  not  believe  it  is  right. 

Aid erinau  Burrage  -This  Stems  to  be  aix  ex- 
traordinary order,  wnd  it  is  strange  "hat  it  should 
be  introduced  at  this  time  by  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  8. 

Alderman  Stebbins— 1  would  like  to  ask  the  Al- 
derman a  question— -  hether  an  order  has  been 
issued  to  the  Chi:  f  of  Police  to  remove  all  awo- 
ings. 

Alderman  Burrage— The  Alderman  knows  very 
well  taat  this  was  talked  ov.r  yesterday,  and  it 
was  explained  to  him.  Woat  information  he  pro- 
cured at  the  Chief's  office  I  don't  know.  It  was 
explarned  to  him  that  it  was  not  meant  to  apply  to 
awuiugs ;  but  the  City  Solicitor  says  it  does  apply 
to  awnings  and  he  bas  so  instructed  the  Chief  of 
Police.  The  order  we  originally  passed  for  tbe 
removal  of  signs  seems  to  ma  to  be  just,  and  it 
has  been  generally  aeqiresced  in.  People 
see  that  it  is  u  uch  better  to  have 
them  abolished ;  that  every  oce  stands  on  ar 
equal  footing  with  the  otheis;  that  one  doesn't 
having  an  advantage  over  the  other;  that  the 
streets  look  better,  and  that  pedestrians  are  not 
liable  to  be  injuied  by  the  signs  falling.  la  cer- 
tain cases  petitions  were  sent  here  for  signs  to  re- 
mam  and  the  committee  have,  so  far,  considered 
apothecaries'  mortars  an  exception  and  different 
fiomihe  regular,  projecting  swing-signs.  They 
have  considered  that  private  lamps,  having  no 
advertisement  upon  them,  are  a  public  oenefic,  as 
they  give  additional  light  to  tbs  street,  and  it  was 
thought  best  to  make  an  exception  ot  them 
aud  allow  tbem  to  remain,  where  there  is 
no  particular  objection.  It  seems  to  me 
that  it  would  be  folly  to  go  back  upon 
our  r.-coid  now  and  reiCind  that  order 
after  it  has  teen  generally  complied  with  and  the 
signs  have  been  taken  down.  I  have  understood 
tho  gentleman  from  Ward  8  to  coincide  in  the 
opinion  tbat  the  awnings  are  a  nuisance  It  they 
are  allowed  to  remain  there  will  be  conte«t  be- 
tween tte  owners  of  stores  as  to  who  -hall  put  on 
the  most  lettering  ana  get  the  best  advertisement. 
It  seems  to  me  the  rule  is  proper  and  just,  aod 
should  stand. 

Alderman  Stebbins — The  Lamp  Department 
have  charge  of  ?wniugs,  and  as  I  happen  to  be 
the  chairman  I  prsfess  to  know  their  wishes  and 
desire'.  We  regulate  tie  size  of  the  awving  arid 
only  abow  sufficient  to  protect  the  goods  of  the 
stores;  but  it  seems  to  be  utter  roily  to  object  to 
the  name  '>f  the  proprietor  or  number  of  tbe  store 
upon  the  awning,  and  for  this  Board  or  the  Chief 
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to  enforce  that  iule.  I  am  surprised  that  mem- 
bers ot  this  Board  should  come  up  here 
and  state  that  such  an  order  has  been 
given,  a. d  that  it  is  to  be  enforced.  It 
is  true,  as  the  Alderman  intimated,  that  the  mat- 
ter was  mentioned  to  me  yesterday.  I  could  hard- 
ly credit  the  statement  that  the  Coief  of  Police  is 
to  enforce  such  an  order;  buc  I  made  application 
to  his  office  this  morning-  ana  found  that  he  in- 
tended to  enforce  it  precisely  as  in  the  case  #f 
swing:  signs,  a  ad  that  a  large  number  of  traders 
atd  shopkeepers  will  be  obliged  to  remove  rhem. 
Of  course  such  a'rule  is  iu  the  interest  ol  awning 
makers,  as  the  order  passed  by  this  Bo:rd  last 
yeat,  requlri.  g  all  persons  to  connect  their  con- 
ductors with  the  sewers,  was  io  the  i  teres >  of  a 
certain  class  of  mechanics.  That  or  tier  could  n't 
be  legally  enforced,  and  in  many  instauces  the 
remedy  was  worse  than  tne  disease. 

Alderman  Burrage — Is  toe  A.I  lermanfrom  Ward 
8  not  aware  that  the  parties  «  ho  wish  to  maintain 
an  awning  have  to  get  a  permit  fiom  the  Sup6rin- 
tendeiitof  Lamps?  They  have  no  right  to  do  :o 
with  such  a  permit.  It  wasn't  anticipated  by 
the  PoIicp  Commi'tee  th  t  the  oider  would  apply 
to  awnings;  but  still  I  think  the  awnings  aie  ob- 
jectionable. The  result  of  alio ~  ing  them  would 
be  to  have  one  fla  oping  in  front  of  every  store. 
But  that  is  another  questioi  ,  however.  Il  the 
gemletnan  wishes  to  intronuce  an  older  which 
apoliss  to  awr.ings,  or  which  will  explain  tne 
other  order,  tha^  is  another  thing.  If  he  wishes 
to  introduce  a  supplementary  order,  saving  the 
former  one  shall  i.ot  apply  to  awnings,  I  shall  not 
object. 

Alderman  Power  m  the  chair. 

Alderman  Sttbbins— I  think  that  the  Committee 
on  Police  or  Ordinances  should  taVe  this  whole 
matter  into  consideration  and  amend  the  ordi- 
nance so  thi  tit  shall  not  apply  to  all  signs,  and 
leave:  it  discietionary  with  the  Inspector  of  Build- 
ings, who  shall  decide  which  are  dangerous  acid 
which  are  tot. 

Alderman  Bigelow — I  thiik  the  Alderman  fiom 
Ward  8  mistakes  the 'ntention  of  the  order  to  re- 
move the  signs.  It  does  not  refer  to  awnings,  but 
to  the  curtains  or  side8*  of  the  awnings  put  up  ex- 
piessly  for  signs,  anc  which,  I  undeistaud,  the 
City  Solicitor  decides  sre  swing  signs.  The 
order  applies  to  the  curtains  anc.  not  to  the  awn- 
ings. 

Alderman  Stebbias—  I  understood  that  part  very 
well.  The  drapery  is  a  part  of  toe  awning,  and  in 
some  instauces  they  ate  5.11  in  one  piece, — the  pac- 
tern  bring  known  as  the  Italian  awning, — and 
swinging  against  the  building.  Wherever  the 
curtain  is  made  in  oue  piece,  [the  eatite  awDing 
swings  back  against  the  building. 

Alderman  Clark— The  order  directing  all  swing 
signs  to  be  taken  down  has,  so  far  as  I  can  learn, 
given  universal  satisfaction.  I  understand  lrom 
the  Chief  of  Police  that  hardly  a  complaint  has 
been  made  by  parties  sv lio  have  been  ordered  to 
take  them  down.  The  petitions  which  have  come 
to  this  Board  are  for  leave  to  maintain  lights  over 
doorways  or  from  druggists  to  have  the  privilege 
of  maintaining  their  mortars,  which  in  some  in- 
stances projpet  twelve  to  fifteen  inch-  s  over  the 
sidewalk.  All  the  petitions  that  have  come  before 
the  Board  ars  of  that  class — for  instance,  the 
lanterns  at  Horticultural  Hall,  Tremont  Temple 
and  the  Atxeiicao  House;  or  from  druggists 
to  maintain  moitars.  At  this  moment  I  do 
not  remember  a  single  other  instance.  I  am 
informed  bv  the  Chief  of  Police  and  those  whose 
business  it  is  to  take  down  the  signs,  that  instead 
of  being  an  an<  oyance,  it  has  given  general  satis- 
faction. There  were  several  sigrs  iemovedfrom 
Sudburv  street,  an'i  the  OLly  thing  asked  to  be  al- 
lowed to  remain  was  a  clock  projecting  from  the 
fjurto  story.  Ir  is  a  notorious  fact  that  swing 
signs  are  dangerous.  It  wasn  't  more  than  two 
months  ago  that  the  Alderman  from  "War  I  3  sjw  a 
swing  sign  come  down  within  a  few  irches  of  the 
head  of  a  passer-by.  It  is  a  wonarr  we  have 
not  had  mote  accidents  of  that  kind,  for 
che  signs  do  endanger  the  lives  of  cit- 
izens, to  say  nothing  of  tne  disfigurement 
of  the  streets.  The  system  of  preventing 
swing  -<ign<  was  commenced  when  tie  new  street- 
in  the  burnt  di  tnct  *  ere  completed,  and  in  only 
one  or  two  instances  did  parties  come  here  and 
ask  for  a  permit  to  be  allowed  to  maintain  them. 
The  svstem  has  given  satisfaction,  I  understand, 
in  all  the  streets  where  the  signs  have  been  or- 
dered down.  They  were  ordered  down  in  Han- 
over, State  and  othet  streets;  they  weie  taken 
down  months  ago,  and  co  complaints  were  made; 


and  then  the  committee  thought  it  advisable  io 
recommend  that  thev  should  bs  taken  down 
in  all  sections  of  the  city.  "With  the  excep- 
tion of  the  petitioners  who  ask  for  toe 
right  to  maintain  mortars  and  lamps,  I  have 
heard  of  no  objections  being  made.  The  law 
stand-'  on  the  book  and  the  committee  ate  not  to 
blame  tor  it.  The  curtain-  which  they  Bang  down 
fiom  the  awnings  are  nothing  more  or  less  than 
signs;  they  eomp  under  the  same  head  as  signs, 
and  it  it  is  illegal  to  maintain  them  without  per- 
mission from  this  Board,  l  suppose  toe  City  Solic- 
tor thinks  they  should  be  tauen  down.  But  no 
order  has  bee o  issued  by  the  (Joojmittee  on  Police 
to  have  any  awnings  taken  down.  The  Chief  of 
Police  stands  here,  and  if  I  am  iu  error  he  will 
correct  m-.  Nor  is  it  the  intention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  order  any  <*  wrings  to  be  taken  down; 
it  certainly  is  not  my  lateatiOD.  If  parties 
wish  to  maintain  awnings  wich  signs  attached, 
all  tbey  have  to  do  is  io  petition  for  that 
right.  I  have  hao  no  millineis  some  to  me  and 
ask  for  leave  to  maintain  swing  signs,  or  any  p<o- 
jection  of  an ;  naxe  or  nature :  and  if  they  should 
petition  tor  the  piivilege  I  don't  think  this  Boatd 
would  refuse  tnem  a  permit  to  maintain  swing 
signs  or  any  o,her  ptojection.  These  are  peti- 
tions from  keeper-,  of  billiard  saloons,  re  lgious 
institutions  and  apothecaries  to  maintain  lanterns 
or  swi  ig  signs;  but  ao<  e  from  millinera.  Instead 
of  meeting  v\ith  disapprobation  ,  the  oider,  so  far 
as  I  can  l&aro,  gives  geeial  satisfaction,  and  if 
there  ih  one  person  w-bo  thinks  re  is  badly  treated 
I  cettainly  am  not  awjre  of  tie  fact.  One 
gentleman  has  come  lure  and  asked  to  main- 
tain what  I  presume  is  a  swing  sign  upon  a  hotel ; 
and  I  told  him,  as  I  tell  everybody  else,  that  it 
there  are  no  objections  to  it,  the  Board  of  Aider- 
men  "ill  grant  permission,  aud  that  it  is  purely 
and  entirely  against  the  law  for  aaybody  to  main- 
tain swing  sigus  without  a  petnut  from  th«  Board 
ot  AJneimeo.  Che  committee  cannot  order  scing 
signs  down  in  Tremont,  Cambridge  and  Sudbury 
streets,  and  allow  them  to  be  maintained  iii 
Chauncy  and  Bedford  streets.  There  is  i  othlug 
discretionary  about  it,  and  in  my  opinion  there 
shou'd  not  be. 

Aloermau  Stebbins— As  I  stated  before,  my  ob- 
ject in  in  roducing  the  ordet  was  net  so  much  to 
affect  the  order  that  ba.>  been  passed  instructing 
the  owoers  and  occupants  of  buildings  to  remove 
swing  signs  as  it  was  to  ptevent  its  enforcement 
in  regard  to  awnings.  The  particular  point  I 
wished  to  make  was  that  such  an  order  had  been 
or  was  about  to  be  issued.  If  that  object  is  ac- 
complishec  b\  th°.  decision  this  afternoon,  it  is 
what  I  intended.  I  am  willing  to  withdraw  the 
order  or  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Police.  My 
object  was  to  make  an  exception  in  favor  of 
traders  who  shall  not  ce  obliged  to  remove  their 
awnings. 

Alderman  Burrags— The  gentleman  doesn't 
mean  an  awning,  but  a  sign.  An  awoing  is  a  pro- 
tection for  a  store  from  the  rays  ot  the  sun;  the 
■awning  and  the  sign  on  the  side  are  two  distinct 
things.  The  awning  might  remain  and  the  sign 
be  taken  down. 

Alderman.  Ste'obins— The  Board  understand 
what  I  mean. —  whether  it  is  an  anniug  or  a  cur- 
tain hanging  down.  In  some  instances  the  cur- 
tain is  attached  to  the  awniog,  bind  in  some  it  is 
not.  Now,  tne  statement  has  been  made  that  such 
an  oroer  was  not  issuen  by  the  committee.  One 
of  the  members  of  the  Committee  on  Police  told 
me  yescerday  it  was  to  be  issued,  ana  the  Chiet 
told  me  the  original  order  was  construed  to  mean 
awnings. 

Aldeiman  Burrage— The  gentleman  dots  n't 
recollect  the  conversation  correctly,  I  think.  I 
certainly  made  no  such  statement  that  our  com- 
mittee was  to  issue  such  it  srructions.  I  saul  that, 
personally,  i  thought  it  wa-  a  good  thing,  only  it 
was  premature.  I  know  the  opinion  of  the  Super- 
intendent of  Lamps  is  that  these  iron  t tamts  are  a 
nuisanc*,  and  that  the  awnings  ougtit  to  be  sus- 
pended from  the  buildings.  But  let  that  be  as  it 
may;  this  order  is  passed,  aud  the  City  Solicitor 
say's  it  applies  to  awnings.  If  the  gentleman  is 
dissatisfied  let  him  introduce  an  oroer  amenoing 
che  former  one,  and  ne  can  accomplish  what  he 
desires.  He  is  not  opposed  to  the  original  order, 
but  takes  exception  to  this  iiterpretation  of  it. 

Alderman  Stebbins — The  Committee  on  Police 
seem  rather  ashamed  of  the  proceedings  that  are 
going  od  and  are  mcliiieii  to  say  thac  such  an  or- 
der has  not  been  issued.  Allow  me  to  read  this— 
it  is  oolv  one  ot  a  thousand  : 

"To  W.  W.  Dearborn,   250   Hanovei  street— Th 
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awning  sign  projecting  over  the  side  walls  in  froat 
of  the  building  occupied  by  you  ana  numbered 
250  Hanover  street  being  in  violation  of  the  ordi- 
naoce  referred  to  in  the  foregoing,  will  you  please 
cause  the  same  to  be  remove-),  in  accordance  with 
the  above  order,  and  greativ  oblige  your  ol  edient 
servant,  E.  H.  Savage, 

Chief  of  Police. 
Boston,  Nov.  15, 1875." 

Alriermsn  Burra°e— That  is  ao  order  of  the 
Board  of  Aloermen  and  not  of  the  Committee  on 
Police.  This  Board  passeo  tbe  order,  ana  ilie  Citv 
Soliciror  instructed  tb-  Chief  that  it  applies  to 
awomgs;  and  under  thet  instruction  the  Chief 
issued  these  notifications,  of  which  the  Alder- 
ma-  has  read  one.    It  is  a  plain  cate. 

Alderman  Claris— The  Chief  of  Police  is  piesent. 
and  I  should  like  to  have  him  explain  to  the  Board 
what  he  understands  to  be  tbe  awniag  referred  to. 
or  what  kiod  of  an  awning  he  is  mstructed  by 
the  City  Solicitjv— and  not  by  «;h9  Committee  on 
Police — to  take  town  under  ths  ordc  which  tbe 
gentleman  frouu  Ward  8  voted  upon  wheD  it 
passed  this  Board.  If  there  is  no  objection,  I 
should  like  to  hear  the  Chief  of  Police. 

No  one  objectec,  ai_d  Chief  of  Police  Savage 
appeareo  before  the  Board. 

Al;;ermaa  Clark— Please  state  vbat  your  in- 
structions are,  and  horn  whom  they  come. 

Chief  Savage— It  is  known  i.o  tbe  Board  that  the 
orders  isfiu<-,(l  ty  the  Chief  r.f  Police  commenced 
more  tbaa  a  yeai  ago  on  ihe  burnt  distiict.  Since 
then  I  have  had  five  different  oiclers  in  relation  to 
swing  signs.  It  see  ■  ed  t~>  be  tbe  ijtei.  tion  of 
the  Government  to  remove  all  signs  projecting 
more  than  a  foot,  in  violation  of  the  twenty- 
third  seciion  of  tbe  ordinance  relating  to 
streets;  but  there  were  so  many  tint  it  could 
not  all  be  done  at  ones.  The  burnt  district 
was  taken  first,  tfcen  Washington,  Hanover 
and  State  street  and  others.  I  received  the  last 
orotr  some  two  weeks  ago,  and  when  I  issued  the 
notices  I  found  there  was  one  man  o^  Hiuover 
street  who  had  a  sign  projecting  moie  than  tbe 
ordinance  allowed.  He  came  uo  and  saio,  "I 
think  it  very  hard ,  as  my  next  neighbor  has  an 
awning  wich  a  curtain  roll  3d  up  that  hangs  on  an 
iron  frame  that  extends  clear  across  the  sidewalk; 
the  curtain  is  fiftesn  inches  deep,  and  is  a  much 
laiger  sign  than  mine  was.  It  his  the  man's  name 
and  business  on  it."  Thrrewere  several  such  in- 
stnnces,  but  at  first  I  did  n't  suppose  I  was  order- 
ed to  take  down  those  awnings.  I  immediately  went 
to  the  City  Solicitor  aad  lata  the  case  befor?  him. 
He  faid  the  order  undoubtedly  covered  curtains 
bearing  upon  them  the  name  and  business  of  tlie 
firm,  for  i  hey  are  as  much  signs  as  anything  else. 

Alderman  Stebbins — Is  this  a  statute  law? 

Chief  Savage— No,  sir,  it  is  an  ordinance. 

Alderman  Stebbins — AnJ  it  can  be  amemded  by 
the  City  Council. 

Chief  Savage— I  have  vour  order,  gentlemen, 
and  I  shall  enforces  it  with  as  little  obj«cti on  to- 
the  parties  as  I  can.  More  than  ball  the  a  vnings 
that  Mr.  Healy  considers  in  violation  of  toe  law 
have  been  removed.  A  great  manv  paities  have 
been  to  me  to  get  an  explanation,  but  after  they 
have  heard  n>y  explanation  I  bave  found  very 
little  objection.  I  can  only  sa?,  gentlemen,  that  I 
am  your  agect,  and  shall  endeavor  to  carry  out 
your  orders  with  as  much  satisfaction  as  possible. 

Alderman  Claris — You  bave  removed  i  o  awn- 
ings? 

Chief  Savage — No,  sir. 

Aidermi.n  Clark — And  did  n't  have  any  orders 
to  do  so? 

Chief  Savage— No, sir;  your  order  was  for  signs, 
show  bills  and  show  boards  which  ext-nd  more 
than  a  loot  iato  the  street,  an  i  the  crty  solicitor 
construes  it  to  mean  lettered  curtains  to  the  awn- 
ings. 

Alderman  Stebbins— But  where  the  awnrng  has 
a  s'gn  upon  it,  what  patt  of  it  have  you  ordei'-d  to 
be  taken  riovvn. 

Chief  Savage— Where  the  curtain  ext  no's  more 
than  o Lie  foot,  I  bave  ordered  it  to  come  d"wn.  I 
have  made  no  prosecutions  yet,  and  I  chink  I  can 
get  them  all  down  without  any. 

Alderman  Clark— Has  much  f-j,ult  oeen  found  ? 

Chief  Savage— Ve i  y  little,  indeed.  A  great  many 
have  been  to  see  me  to  get  explanations,  and  a 
great  many  hav?  complied  at  one  . 

Alderman  Bigelow—  Don't  you  iliink  it  a  great 
annoya  ce  in  the  street  to  have  those  curtains 
dropping  down  two  or  three  feet? 

Chief  Savage— They  obstruct  the  view. 

Alderman  Bigelow— But  don't  tbev  obstruct  the 
light  when  the  store  is  shut?    Are  they  not  put 


out  for  the  purpose  of  a  swiog  ."ign,  and  hava 
nothing  to  do  with  tne  awoing? 

Chief  Savage— I  think  you  will  find  most  of  the 
awnings  rolled  up  arc  the  curtains  left  for  no 
other  pupose  than  a  sign.  I  wou'J  be  glad  to  be 
relieved  of  the  duty,  tor  it  gives  a  great  rieal  of 
woi  k. 

Alderman  Stebbins— Is  it  true  that  most  of  the 
awnings  are  ot  the  Italian  pattern? 

Chief  Savage— Many  of  them  ai  s  c«ed;  there 
has  been  a  gteat  increase  in  tbe  cumber. 

Aldermai  Stebbins — Aid  rbty  are  increasing  in 
number? 

Chier  Savage--Yec,  sir. 

Alderman  Stebbins— And  tney  put  signs  ut.cn 
them? 

Chief  Savage — Ye.',  sir,  ind  =ome  put  signs  on 
the  awnings. 

Akbrman  Clark— Have  there  been  any  serious 
complaints  or  objections  made  by  dentists,  milli- 
ners, dry-goods  dealers,  manufacturers  or  me- 
chanics ? 

Chief  Savage— I  have  heard  no  complaints. 
There  have  been  naLy  inquiries;  a  great  many 
have  been  to  see  about  it. 

Alriermau  Clark— In  ninety-five  per  cent,  of  the 
p^titio.is  that.  ha»e  come  rn  o  maintain  mortars 
and  lanrerns,  has  not  permission  been  granted  by 
this  Boaid? 

Chief  Savage — I  only  kno^  by  what  I  see  in  the 
papers. 

Alderman  Bigelo* — I  would  like  to  know  if 
there  has  beeu  a  single  instance  of  a  milliner 
complaini -.g. 

Chief  Savage — I  think  taeie  was  one  case  or: 
Tremont  st<eet,  and  sie  had  a  sign  out  about, 
eleven  inches. 

Alde<  man  Claris — I  merely  wish  to  state  to  tbis 
Board  that  at  the  time  this  o>der  was  introduced 
a  remonstrance  was  received  and  a  special  hear- 
ing given  bv  tha  Committee  on  Police  Ample 
notice  was  eiven,  but  the  only  individuals  who 
appeared  were  two  sign  makers — oiea  manufac- 
turer ot  swing  srngs  and  the  other  a  wira  sign 
maker— and  two  or  thtee  others.  I  Lhrnk  tb?t  Mi. 
Byam,  of  Bvarn,  Carletcii  &  Co.,  who  hao  a  wire 
sign  before  their  establishment,  appeared  If  we 
bad  adveitised  for  a  hearing  to  the  advocates  of 
taking  dowj  swing  signs,  no  hall  i"  this  builoing 
would  have  accommodated  those  who  would  have 
attended.  That  has  been  the  experience  of  the 
Committee  on  Police. 

Aldeiman  Stebbins— I  move  to  amend  the  order 
by  inserting  after  Oct.  11  tbe  words,  "so  far  as  the 
same  relates  to  awnings." 

Alderman  Burrage— I  doc't  wish  to  have  it  un- 
derstood that  there  has  been  no  objection  to  tak- 
ing down  the  signs,  and  that  there  are  not  some 
parties  in  favot  of  retaining  them.  Of  course  in- 
teresed  parties,  w  no  wish  to  get  a  little  advan- 
tage of  their  neighbors,  and  have  more  promi- 
nence, objected;  and  so  did  those  who  have 
bought  real  estate  on  side  streets  at  a  lows-r  price, 
and  who  want  to  tr  ake  their  location  as  good  as  a 
corner  lot  wb.ieh.is  worth  twice  as  much.  There 
were  several  such  cases,  bul  it  was  thought  to  be 
a  tnatier  of  equity  not  to  allow  them.  It  is  better 
for  the  whole  public  that  the  ihi  gs  should  be  re- 
moved, and  all  parties  stand  on  ihe  same  gi"usd. 

Aldetmao  Quincy— I  shall  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment aua  tiien  against  the  order,  for  I  can  see  no 
necessity  for  it,  even  if  it  is  amended.  The  ques- 
tion is  vbether  we  shall  am  and  it  so  far  as  it  re- 
lates to  office  signs,  and  the  flapping  of  such  a 
sign  is  almost  as  objectionable  as  the  swingiug  of 
a  wooden  one.  I  am  mie  that  if  anv  one  comes 
here  and  makes  out  a  good  case  he  will  get  pbr- 
mijsion  to  maintain  his  sign.  I  don't  think  that 
anv  measure  we  nave  ado,  ted  has  given  such  gen- 
eral satisfaction  as  the  movement  ag/imst  swing 
sisjns ;  and  therefore  I  do  not  see  my  necessity  for 
modifying  toe  order  even  so  far  as  pr>  posed  by 
the  Alderman  from  Ward  8. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Alderman  Stebbios  called  for  the  yeas  ami  nays, 
and  the  Oder  was  rejected— ye<,s  3,  nay<  9: 

Y<  as— Aide/  men  Hams.  O'Brien,  Stebbins— 3. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Bur-rag.-,  CI  at  K,  Pope, 
Power,  Pre<cott,  Quincy,  Vile.,  Woirhington— 9. 

GATE  AT  MAIN-STREET  CROSSING. 

Alderman  Hat  lis  offeree  the  following: 
Whereas,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Board,  the  pub- 
lic safetv  and  convenience  require  tl.at  a  gate 
should  be  erected  across  Main  street,  ai  the  cioss- 
ing  of  Ihe  Boston  &  Lowell  Railroad,  and  that  an 
agent  should  be  stationed  there  to  open  and  close 
such  gate  wnen  an  engine  passe,  it  is  thereiore 
hereby 
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Ordered,  That  the  Bost-m  &  Lowell  Railroid 
Company  be  requesfeu  to  erect  a  gats  acros«  Main 
street,  at  tbe  crossing  of  t Lie  saic  lailroad,  and 
station  an  agen^  there  to  open  and  close  the 
same. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

BRIDGE  TO  BE  REPAIRED. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  folio vvwg: 
Ordered,   Taat  Tenean  Bridge  at  Commercial 
Point,  Dorchest:-r,  be  closed  to  public  travel   on 
Tuesoay,  Nov.  23,  1875.  and  remain   closed  until 
the  rebuilding  of  said  bridge  is  completed. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

ORDINANCES. 

Alcerman  Quincy  submi«ted  a  report  fiom  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Orrimauces — 

Public  Institutions.  Report  on  the  oroer  for  a 
petition  to  the  Legislature  for  certain  amend- 
ments to  the  statutes  relating  to  public  institu- 
tions, recommending  the  passage  ot  the  same  in 
the  followiug  new  diaft: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  Legislature,  at  its  uext  session, 
for  the  passage  of  an  act  to  amend  section  11, 
chapter  178  of  the  General  Statu t  s,  by  inserting 
aft' r  the  *•  ord ''Boston,"  in  the  second  line,  the 
folio  ffing:  "Subject  to  the  direction  or  the  Bo  trd 
of  Alderman  of  said  cttv";  aTid  also  providing 
that  the  Directors  for  Public  Institutions  of  Bos- 
ton shall,  whenever  required  by  the  Inspectors  of 
Prisons  and  H  mses  of  Detention  in  tbe  County  of 
Suffolk,  exhibit  all  books,  precept",  documents, 
account- and  papers  relating  to  the  concerns  of 
the  institutions  uouer  'neir  charge,  or  to  the  de- 
tention, cooiinement  or  employment  of  any  per- 
son therein,  and  furni-h  anv  information  in  their 
possession  respecting  the  same  that  may  be  re- 
quired by  said  inspectors. 

Re^d  once. 

Bridges.  Repoit  in  accordaace  with  request  of 
Joint  Committee  oo  Streets,  recomrneoclii  g  the 
passage  ot  the  following: 

An  Ordinance 
In  addition   to  an  Ordinance  relating  to  Bridges. 

Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  The  bridge  over  Fort  Point  Channel 
opposite  the  easterly  end  ot  Congress  street  shall 
be  knowo  as  Eastern-? venue  Bridge;  and  a 
superintendent  thereof  shall  be  elected  as  soon  as 
may  be  after  toe  passage  of  tbis  ordinance,  to  en- 
ter upon  his  duties  forthwith,  and  to  hold  office 
until  tht>  firsc  Mo  uday  in  April,  in  the  year  1876, 
or  until  bis  successor  is  elected  aad  qua'ifisd.  In 
the  month  of  February  or  March,  in  the  year  1876, 
and  acnually  aft--rv»ards,  the  City  Council  shall 
elect  a  superintendent  of  said  bridge,  who  shall 
nolo  office  upon  the  same  ti-rms,  have  the  same 
poweis  and  duties,  and  be  suoject  to  the  same 
rules  and  regulations,  as  ihe  superintendents  of 
bnaues  Designated  io  the  ordinance  relating  to 
bridges  passed  the  11th  day  of  May,  in  the  year 
1857. 

Read  once. 

The  City  Architect.  The  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, who  weie  requested  to  consider  the  expe- 
diency of  providing  by  ordinance  tbit  whenever 
the  services  of  an  architect  are  required  by  any 
board  or  <  otnmittee  of  the  City  Government,  said 
services  shall  be  performed  by  the  Cir.y  Architect, 


having  considered  tbe  subject,  would  resoectfuUv 
report  that  The  City  Architect  has  never  been 
establishes  by  ordinance,  but  exists  simply  by 
virtue  of  au  order  passed  by  the  City  Council  of 
last  year,  authorizing  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  to  employ  a  permanent  architect  r-.nd 
draughtsmen  for  service  in  toeir  department. 
Your  committee  oeem'i  expedient  co  establish 
the  office  upon  a  more  pe.tnanent  basis,  and  to 
enlarge  its  duties;  and  to  that  end  they  would  re- 
spectfully recommend  the  passage  ot  the  accoin- 
panytrg  ordinance. 

An  Ordinance 
To  Establish  the  Office  of  City  Architect. 

Bt>  it  ordained,  ecc. 

Sectiou  1.  The  Joint  Standing  Committee  of  the 
City  Council  o  !  Public  Buildings  shall  appoint 
annually  in  the  m«ndi  ot  February,  or  wheaever 
a  vacaacy  occurs,  a  suitable  person  for  the  office 
of  Ci:y  AroUtecr.  He  shall  act  as  assistant  to 
the  Superinteioeot  of  Public  Buil-ings,  and  shall 
perfoim  such  duties  in  that  capacity  as  the  said 
Supe  int-ndent  or  the  said  commute,  on  that  de- 
partment may  direct.  He  may  appoint,  from 
tune  to  time,  subject  to  the  '  ppioval  of  the 
saio  committee,  such  and  so  manv  draughts- 
men as  th-i  duties  of  the  office  may  re- 
quire, and  be  may  at  any  time  remove  such  sub- 
ordinates. Wbenev  -r  a  board,  committee  or  head 
of  a  department  in  ths  City  Government  is  °.u- 
tboazict  to  perform  a-ny  work  where  the  services 
of  aa  architect  are  require',  toe  said  services 
shall,  unless  otherwise  ordered,  ie  performed  by, 
or  under  thei  direction  of  the  City  Architect.  The 
City  architect  shall  receive  such  compensation 
as  the  City  Council  s.hall  from  tim«  to  time  deter- 
mine; and  the  draughtsmen  iu  bis  office  shall  re- 
ceive such  compensation  as  may  be  determined 
by  the  Co  nmittee  on  Public  Buildings,  oroyided 
that  tbe  same  > hall  not,  in  the  aggregate,  exceed 
the  sum  appopviated  therefor  by  the  City 
Council. 

Read  once. 

DIVISION  OF  WARDS— EXPENSES, 

Aldermau  Quincy  offered  the  following: 
Orderea,  That  the  bill  of  Sampson,  Davenport 
&  Co.,  tor  special  services  a  no  labor  performed  in 
procuring  and  locating  the  numbers  ot  l=gal  vot- 
ers in  the  several  wards  of  this  city  as  directed 
by  'he  special  committee  of  tbe  City  Council,  oe 
paid,  and  that  said  sum,  amounting  o  $1200,  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Incidenta1  Ex- 
penses, etc. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

CLERK  OF  COMMITTEES. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris,  the  Board  took 
upthesp-cial  assignment,  viz.,  the  election  of  a 
Cleik  of  Committees. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris,  a  ieces»  of  ten 
minutts  was  taken  for  private  consultation,  and 
after  half  an  hour  the  Board  i  esumed  and  pro- 
ceeded to  ballot,  Aldermen  Prescotc  a^d  Harris 
beir;g  apnointed  a  committee  to  collect  and  count 
votes.  They  reported  that  William  H.Lee  had 
received  12  votes,  and  he  was  declared  uoani- 
mously  elected  on  the  part  of  the  Board.  Certifi- 
cate seut  down. 

Oo  motion  of  Alderman  Harris,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

NOVEMBER    18,    1875. 


Regular  meeting  at  7%  o'clock  P.  JVL,  Halsey  J. 
Boardman,  President,  in  the  cbair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Petitiocs  and  requests  of  School  Committee. 
Referred. 

Reference  to  Committee  on  Finance  of  a  request 
of  the  Committee  on  Nortbampton-stre<-t  District 
f  Dr  an  additional  appropriation  of  $8500  tor  said 
district.    Concurred. 

Order  direi  ting  the  City  Treasurer  to  deposit 
the  funds  of  the  city  of  Boston  in  sach  banks  as 
the  Committee  on  Finance  ohall  ap  rove,  the  de- 
port in  any  one  bank  not  to  exceed  $1,000,000. 

Mr.  Peabodv  of  Ward  9—1  hope  the  Council  will 
allow  that  order  to  lie  upon  tbe  table  for  one  week. 
I  have  bad  no  opportunity  to  confer  with  my  hon- 
ored colleagues  on  the  Committee  on  the  Treas- 
ury, and  I  think  if  I  had  such  an  opportunity  I 
could  suggest  an  important  and  valuable  im- 
provement in  the  order.  I  move  that  the  order  be 
laid  upon  the  table. 

Tbe  order  was  laid  on  tbe  table. 

Order  to  place  in  charge  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  the  estate  of  Alvin  G-.  Bartlett,  on 
Fello.vs  street,  surrendered  to  tbe  city;  the  same 
to  be  sold  at  such  time  as  said  committee  deem 
expedient.    Passed. 

Report  recommending  the  passage  of  tbe  order 
authorizing  the  construction  of  budffcs  over  the 
Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  at  West  Chester  parlr, 
at  a  co?t  not  exceeding  $145,000 ;  and  also  an  order 
autboiizing  a  transfer  from  tbe  unexpended  bal- 
ances of  the  present  financial  year  ot  a  sum  suffi- 
cient to  pay  for  so  miTch  of  tbe  work  as  will  be 
done  during  the  present  financial  year,  and  to 
provide  for  the  balance  by  taxation  next  year. 
The  order  tor  the  transfer  wa«  passed  to  a  second 
reading  and  the  order  for  the  constructioo  of  the 
bridges  was  passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  order  requesting  the  Mayor  to  peti- 
tion for  an  act  authorizing  the  City  Council  to 
regulate  and  restrain  tne  driving  of  cattle  and 
other  beasts  through  the  public  streets.  Order 
read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  pay  Samoson,  Davenport  &  Co.  $1200, 
for  special  services  uncollecting  statistics  for  Com- 
mittee on  Division  of  Wards.  Passeo  to  a  second 
reading. 

Report  and  ordei  for  transfers  from  the  Reserved 
Fund  ot  $5000  to  Northampton-street  District,  and 
$3000  to  New  Engine  Bouses.  Read  twice  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rule  and  passed,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  9— yeas  57,  nays  0. 

HOUSE  OFFAL. 

An  order  came  down  authorizing  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Health  to  make  a  contract  for  the  re- 
moval of  house  offal  for  not  exceeding  three  years, 
from  J aD.  1  next;  or  for  tbe  committee,  if  tbey 
deem  it  best,  to  consider  the  expediency  of  mak- 
ing any  other  disoositior  of  saio  offal. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  moved  to  amend  the 
order  bv  substituting  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Committee  on  Health  be 
and  they  are  hetebv  directed  to  consider  the  expe- 
diency of  the  sale  of  tbe  house  offal  collected  by  tbe 
city  to  such  parties  as  may  apply  thrrefor,  and  if 
deemed  expedient  to  report  to  the  City  Council 
the  orders  necessary  to  carry  tbe  measure  into 
effect  at  the  termination  of  the  existing  contract. 

Mr.  Perkins— No  one  act  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment involving  no  laiger  asuoo  of  money  than 
that  connected  with  this  matter,  has  caused  so 
much  scandal  or  has  created  so  much  dis- 
satisfaction, so  far  as  my  kno*ledge  of 
nty  matteis  is  concerned,  as  the  manner  in 
which  the  house  offal  of  the  citv  has  b°en  dis- 
posed of  tor  some  yeais  past.  If  tbe  Council  will 
pardon  me,  I  will  as  briefly  as  I  can  state  the 
reasons  which  have  induced  me  to  offer  this  sub- 
stitute. The  Committee  on  He^lrb  of  1872  award- 
ed to  S.  S.  Ro«e  the  light  of  purchasing  and  re- 
moviog  all  the  house  offal  from  all  tbe  wards  of  the 
city  except  Wards  1, 13, 14  and  15,  for  tbe  sum  of 
$3500  per  annum,  ana  that  contract  expires  on  tbe 
31st  ot  Decembet  nest.  I  am  credibly  informed, 
and  I  believe  it  is  not  de.ied,  that  there  were  of- 


fers before  that  committee  of  $14,000  per  annum 
from  parties  whom  the  corn tnittee  deemed  irre- 
sponsible. I  think  they  were  mistaken  in  that, 
though  they  probably  acted  from  the  best  j  udgment 
they  bad  in  the  premises.  However,  the  contract 
was  awarded  for  that  sum.  Now,  what  does  that 
contractor  co  for  the  city  of  Boston  which  would 
warrant  the  city  in  granting  him  so  valuable  a 
privilege  for  so  insignificant  a  sum  of  m -tiey? 
The  city  is  obhged  to  deliver  that  offal  at  the  de- 
pot en  Albany  street  twice  a  day;  and  tbe  cou- 
tiactor  agrees  to  remove  it  from  the  depot  twice- 
a  day  immediately  upon  us  being  rec  ived  there: 
And  how  does  he  remove  it?  Tee  farmeis 
come  from  within  a  radius  of  twenty  miles,  from 
Concord,  Framinsham  aad  Quincy,  and  tbe  adja- 
cent territory,  fiom  early  da  vn  till  'ate  at  night, 
for  the  purpose  of  buying  fiorn  the  contractor 
this  Si* ill,  for  which  tbey  pav  him  $4  a  cord  ;  and 
tbey  stand  there  with  their  money  in  one  hand 
and  a  shovel  in  another,  «  ager  and  anxious  to  get 
all  ibe  swill  they  possibly  can.  There  has  been  no 
time  Tithin  three  years  when  the  supply  of 
— wirh  possibly  some  rare  exception  s— when  the 
of  city  swill  has  not  fallen  infinnely  eh(  rt 
of  the  urgent  demand  that  has  always  ex- 
isted for  it  on  the  part  of  the  farmeis  of  the  ad- 
jacent country.  As  nearly  as  can  be  estimated 
4000  cords  ot  swill  are  anouallv  made  bv  ths  city, 
which,  at  $4  a,  co- d,  amounts  to  $16,000,  and  for 
which  the  contractor  pays  but  $3500  peraoDum. 
Now,  that  is  all  wrO"g.  There  is  no  earthly  rea- 
son k by  the  city  of  Boston  snould  call  upon  any 
one  to  contract  to  remove  tbe  city  swill  when  all 
we  have  to  de  i-<  to  pla^e  a  man  in  that  shed  on 
Albany  stre- 1  to  take  the  money  which  tbe  far- 
mers are  e*'ger  and  willing  to  pay  for  it  fioui  day 
to  day.  And  what  benefit  d<  es  tbe  cicy  of  Boston 
gra  by  cootiactias  "tout?  The  meagre  benefit 
that  if  at  any  time  there  sholud  not  be  a  demand 
for  the  swill  adequate  to  the  supply ,  the  contract- 
or agre-s  to  remove  it  beyond  the  city  limits.  As  a 
matter  of  common  sense,  of  common  business 
sense,  I  ask  whether  the  city  of  Boston  is  not  as 
able  to  remove  that  swill  beyond  its  own  limits  as 
any  private  indi/idual?  But  the  contractor  has 
not  been  called  upou  to  remove  it  Ma  self,  for  it  is 
all  taken  by  the  farmers,  wbo  aie  anxious  to  buy 
it.  I  conversed  wi'h  various  men  standing  in  tbe 
line  there,  and  asked  them  if  tbey  were  able  to  get 
all  the  swill  tbey  wante-i,  acd  the  reply,  without 
an  exception,  was  that  they  were  not  able  to  get 
near  tbe  quantity  they  desired.  Said  I,  "How 
many  yeais  have  you  hauled  swill?"  '-Seven- 
teen," uaid  he.  "In  what  part  of  your  seventeen 
years'  experience  has  the  supply  of  swill  been 
larger  than  the  demand  for  it?"  He  hesitated  a 
moment,  and  said,  'T  bardiy  recollect  a 
single  i'_ stance."  Now,  Mr.  President,  what  I 
want,  and  wbat  I  believe  every  man  nere  will 
want,  if  he  ui  demands  the  case,  is  that  the  city 
shall  sell  no  man  the  privilege  of  selling  tbat 
swill  for  $15,000  or  $20,000  a  year ;  but  that  the  city 
shall  keep  a  man  there  at  a  salary  of  $800  a  year 
and  sell  that  swill  to  tbe  consumers  as  they 
come  for  it  day  by  day.  I  have  no  doubt  tbat  if 
the  Supeiintendent  of  Heaitb  is  inst.ucted  to  fur- 
nish a  compereot  man  to  sell  the  swill  to  tbe  farm- 
ers at  a  salaiy  of  $800,  the  city  can  save  $20,- 
000  or  $25,000  a  year  as  easily  as  not.  That  is  the 
reason  I  offer  this  order,  and  I  bone  the  Council 
will  support  tne  in  this  mea-ure. 

Mr.  Fl\nn  of  Ward  7— Some  members  of  ihe 
committee  anticipated  the  oaposition  of  the  gen- 
tleman to  the  ordei  now  before  the  Council,  for 
tbe  reason  that  some  three  years  aso  a  frienl  of 
bis,  whom  the  committee  considered  perfectly  re- 
•  sponsible  for  any  contact,  was  refusei  this  priv- 
ilege; and  that  man  is  Mr.  Proctor.  Three  years 
ago  this  matter  was  entirely  in  the  hands  of  tbe 
Board  of  Alderman,  who'  then  constituted  the 
Board  of  Heaitb.  it  that  time  they  did  not  see 
fit  ;o  award  the  sontract  to  Mr.  Proctor.  In  con- 
versation with  the  gentleman  some  lime  ago,  be 
said  ho  didn't  get  tbe  contract,  he  having  bid 
$10,000.  I  happened  to  be  present  at  a  public 
hearing  givea  to  Mr.  Proctor  by  the  committee 
ot  tbe  Board  of  Alderman,  and  tbey  voted 
unanimously  not  to  award  him  the  con- 
tract. This  order  was  submitted  by  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Health,  but  the  gentleman 
fiom  Ward  16  did  not  object  to  it  in  committee. 
Since  then  th-  master  has  been  discussed  in  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  and  the  amendment  adopted 
there  covers  all  the  objections  made  by  tbe  gen- 
tleman. Alderman  Steobius  moved  to  amend  the 
order  bv  inserting  "or  if  they  deem  best  to  con- 
sider tbe  expediency  of  making  a^y  other  disposi- 
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hon  of  said  offal" — which  embodies  all  that  is  con- 
tained in  the  substi.ute. 

Mr.  I'rain  of  Ware1.  13—1  sympathize  with  the 
gentleman  who  offers  the  subs  dc  ate,  because  Ibad 
occasion  10  look  into  this  matter  when  tbis  ques- 
tion was  raised  three  vears  a,go,  in  regard  to  this 
Mr.  Proctor.  I  kne .:  the  city  bad  let  out  this  con- 
tract for  a  verv  meagre  sum  to  Messrs.  Rowe  & 
Co.,  and  I  looked  into  it  at  the  request  of  Mr. 
Proctor.  He  put  in  a  petition  on  whica  theie  was 
a  public,  hearing  by  the  Committee  on  Health, 
who  reported  back  th?t  the  party  >»a>  deemed 
irresponsible,  and  the  contract  was  given  to  Rowe 
&  Co.  But  we  ought  to  look  our  for  the  future. 
It  is  a  plain  palpable  tact  that  if  the  offal  is 
worth  $10,000,  $20,000  or  $ 30,000  to  any  man, 
it  is  worth  that  to  the  city.  All  the  of- 
fal is  collected  by  ihe  city  an«  dumped 
into  the  yard,  ami  toe  only  contingency  is  that  in 
the  summer  there  may  be  v.  superfluous  quantity 
of  swill  that  must  be  carried  beyond  the  city 
limits  Th'-i  consideration  teceived  by  the  city  is 
very  small,  compared  with  the  privilege  con- 
ferred. If  tbR  Council  will  pass  an  order  in  strut  t- 
ing  the  Coaimittee  on  Health  to  i  eport  what  dis- 
position thf.y  are  goi^g  to  make  of  it,  so  that  we 
may  know  before  the  thing  is  settled,  we  should 
iio  sj.  I  con't  know  Out  the  order  as  amended  by 
the  Board  of  Aloermau  covers  the  ground  ;  but  I 
should  very  much  oislike  for  the  committee  to 
hav;  authority  to  make  a  new  contract 
with  Mr.  Rowe  or  anyoooyelse  until  they  have 
considered  and  reported  o:>  tlie  expediency  of  cell- 
ing it  by  ibe  city.  It  is  worth  while  for  toe  Coun- 
cil to  look  imo  the  matter,  and  if  there  is  any  way 
to  keep  it  m  abeyance  till  we.  get  a  report  from 
tlie  Committee  on  Health,  I  t-kould  like  to  have  it 
oone.  Tha:  there  is  a  profit  of  some  t«n,  fifteen 
or  twenty  thousand  dollars  in  this  offal  contract 
is  a  well-is oown  fact;  there  can  be  no  mistake 
about  that.  Mr.  Forristall  cau  give  von  the  num- 
ber of  coids  of  swill  dumped  in  that  yard  every 
day,  and  the  man  who  receives  it  can  tell  hiw 
many  coids  are  sold.  It  is  very  easy  to  figure  it 
up.  There  is  no  theoiy  about  the  profit,  and  fif- 
teen or  twenty  tnousand  dollars  can  easily  be 
saved  t )  the  city- 
Mr.  Perkins— I  am  verv  glad  that  any  antici- 
pated opposition  from  me,  by  the  gectlemau  from 
Ward  7  or  anybody  else,  has  been  instruments.]  in 
amending  the  original  order.  But  I  want  to  oro- 
bibit  tie  Committee  on  Healtti  fiom  contracting 
witbanyone  for  the  lemoval  of  tbis  swill  until 
the  report  on  the  expediency  of  selling  it  comes 
to  this  Counctl.  The  aentl0oaan  from  Ward  7  says 
my  friend,  Mr.  Proctor,  did  not  get  this  contract. 
Mr.  Procter  is  no  friend  of  mine.  I  never  saw 
him  till  s.  year  ago,  when  he  came  to  post  me  up 
in  swill  matters.  I  never  knew  him  till  after  I 
became  a  member  of  the  City  Government,  and 
then  onlvin  an  official  capacity. 

The  substitute  was  adooted  and  the  order  as 
amended  passed.    Sent  up. 

CLERK  OF  THE  COMMITTEES. 

A  report  came  down  nominating  William  H. 
LeeasCie:kol  Committees  ra  place  of  James  M. 
Bugbee,  resigned,  with  an  order  placing  the  sal- 
ary ox  tte  office  at  $2750  per  annum. 

Mr.  Walsh  of  Ward  5—1  hope  tbat  order  will  rot 
pass  tonight.  We  are  endeavoring  to  economize 
and  reduce  expenses,  and  I  don't  see  any  reason 
why  we  should  give  Mi.  Busrbee  or  anv  other  offi- 
cer of  tbi.-.  City  Government  a  present  when  we 
are  curtailing  the  oay  of  the  laboring  man  out- 
side. I  thick  there  is  a  coiruption  in  this  thing, 
sir,  for  those  very  gentlemen  who  pretetd  to  be 
so  anxious  to  reduce  ttas  expenses  of  the  city  stand 
up  and  offer  such  an  order  as  that.  It  is  a  sname 
to  bave  such  au  order  introduced.  I  mean  no  of- 
fence to  Mr.  Bugbee,  fori  believe  him  to  be  an 
able  and  honest  man,  and  I  would  put  my  hand  in 
my  pocket  and  give  ten,  fifteen  or  twenty-five 
do  lars  to  make  him  a  handsome  present. 

The  Piesident— The  gentleman  is  laboring  under 
a  misapprehension.  Ths  order  he  speaks  of  will 
come  up  latet  in  the  evening.  This  order  is  sim- 
ply to  fix  the  salary  of  the  Clerk  of  Commit  teas. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

An  order  canry  down  to  continue  and  pay  Mr. 
Bugbee's  salary  to  Jan.  1, 1876. 

Mr.  Willcutt  of  Ward  17  moved  its  indefinite 
postponement  for  reasons  contained  in  the  fol- 
lowing: 

CfTY  Hall,  Nov.  18, 1875. 

My  Dear  Sir— Until  I  sn,w  it  stated  in  the  daily 
papers,  I  was  not  aware  that  your  committee  had 
recommended  the  passage  of  an  order  continuing 


my  salary  to  the  fust  of  January  next.  While 
fullv  appreciating  tee  kind  motive  which  influ- 
enced the  committee  in  making  that  recommenda- 
tion, I  do  not  feel  that  it  would  be  proper  fm  me 
to  take  advantage  o*  it;  and  I  respectt  .liyrequest 
that  yon  will  move  tb  indefinite  postponement  of 
the  orde'-.  I  am  most  tiuly  yours, 

James  M.  Bugbee. 

L.  L.  Willcutt,  Esq.,  Common  Council. 

The  o;dei  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

A  certrttcate  came  down  of  rbe  election  of  Wil- 
liam H.  Lee  as  Clerk  of  Committees.  On  motion 
of  Mr.  WiUcutt,  the  iule  was  suspended  and  the 
Courcil  proceeded  to  ac  election.  Messrs.  Will- 
cutt of  Ward  17,  Stacey  of  Waia  20,  and  Lei-ihtou 
of  Ward  1  ?;ere  appointed  a  committee  to  collect 
and  count  votes.    They  reported — 

Whole  number  of  votes 54 

Necessary  to  a  choice 28 

William  H  Lee  had 36 

E.  B.  Rankin 16 

George  H.  Campbell 1 

W.O.  Eobson l 

Mr.  Lee  was  declared  elected  in  concurrence. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Ordered,  That  the  city  assume  ti"e  taxes  on 
land  recently  bought  of  J.  H.  Billings  ana  oib^rs 
on  Mt.  Vernon  street,  West  Rox.uiy,  a--  a  site  for 
an  engine  bouse,  amounting  to  $13.70;  to  be 
charged  to  appropriation  for  New  Engire  Houses. 
Passed  m  concurrence. 

Orders  reported  bv  Committee  on  Division  of 
the  Wards  to  pay  Bauiel  Coohdge  $167,  for  mak- 
ing plans  showing  i  lie  division  of  ibe  wards;  aid 
Joel  Munsell  $16.66,  for  printing  the  proposed 
waid  boundaries;  said  eums  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Incidentals.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

THS  CITY    CHARTER. 

The  new  cry  charier  was  considered  under  the 
head  of  unfinished  business,  the  question  beiag 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  (who  ac- 
cepted the  amendment  of  Mr,  Hnves  of  W  rd  11) 
to  specially  assign  it  for  the  consideration  of  the 
City  Cou<  cil  of  1876. 

After  a  b>ief  discussion  as  to  tb°  origin  of  the 
amendment,  Mr.  Howes  desirins  to  withdraw  it, 
and  Mr.  Wbitmore  hop  ng  that  the  main  question 
would  be  considered,  Mr.  Flynn  withdrew  thy  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  Witmore  offend  the  following  as  a  substi- 
tute for  the  order  for  the  Mayor  to  petition  the 
legislature  for  the  passage  of  an  act  for  a  new 
charter: 

Resolven,  That  in  tne  opinion  of  the  City  Coirc- 
cil  it  is  inexpedient  to  establish  by  statute  com- 
missions, or  boards,  to  exercise  tee  powers  now 
held  by  the  City  Council  or  either  br&ncb  thereof. 

Ordei  ed ,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  bg  requested 
to  petition  the  General  Court  for  amendments 
to  the  charter  of  the  city  of  Boston,  as  follows: 

First — That  the  term  of  office  of  the  Mayor, 
Aliermen  arid  membeis  of  the  Common  Council 
be  fixed  at  t  ao  years. 

Second— Tnat  the  powers  conferred  upon  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  by  sections  33  and  41  of  the 
chaiter.be  transferreo  to  the  City  Council,  to  be 
exercised  as  provided  by  section  35of  the  charter. 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Special  Coaimittee  on 
the  Revision  or  the  Charter  be  instructed  to  pre- 
pare, with  the  sssisrancj  of  the  City  Solicitor,  a 
statement  of  the  changes  needed  iu  the  State 
legislation  other  th&'  the  charter,  to  transfer  all 
other  power  held  exclusively  by  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen to  the  City  Councrl. 

Mr.  WhittLore—  I  shall  be  very  brief  in  what  I 
have  to  say,  because  I  presume  that  evei?  mem- 
ber of  the  Council  has  determined  which  way  he 
will  vote  if  the  matter  is  brought  to  a  distinctive 
issue.  The  first  resolve  which  I  have  offered  is 
that  in  the  opinion  of  the  City  Council  it  is  inex- 
pedient to  establish  by  statut«  any  commissions 
to  exercise  the  powers  now  held  by  eithor  branch 
of  the  Ciry  Council.  I  wish  ths  Council  to  observe 
the  phraseology— "to  establish  by  statute."  Of 
cou'se,  theoietica'ly,  very  few  of  us  are  opposed 
to  commissions.  We  are  ourselves  a  commission 
established  by  the,  people  to  carry  on  their 
busiues".  In  the  same  way  there  are  now 
boa-ds,  or  delegated  agents,  which  exercise 
the  authority  we  intrust  to  them  from  year  to 
year.  The  reason  I  o eject  very  strongly  to  the 
nuain  feature  of  the  charter  is  that  the  powers  are 
conferred  upon  the  commissions  by  statute.  In 
that  ease  It  would  be  impossible  to  remedy  any 
inconvenience     that  might   ans< ,     because    we 
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should  have  to  go  to  the  Legislature  to  take 
away  that  power.  I  fu ily  believe  myself — though 
I  do  not  desire  any  gentleman  to  v<t«  for  fhereso- 
lotion  and  afterwards  fiud  jt  different  from  what 
tie  expected  —  tbat  we  should  establish  these 
hoards  or  any  other  agents  to  exercise  the  powers 
belonging  to  us.  We  have  the  case  of  the  Fire 
Com  mission,  established  by  ordinance  an;!  not  by 
statute.  I  tlnnk  that  case  expresses  as  clearly 
as  I  cat  tbs  cifferei.ce  between  the  plan 
I  advocate  and  the  man  features  of  the 
amended  cbartei.  So  far  as  it  is  necessary  to  es- 
tablish any  boards,  I  hope  it  will  be  done  by  ordi- 
nance and  not  by  statute.  I  present  this  res  Ive 
for  toe  puipose  of  having  it  voted  upon,  and  de- 
cider whether  the  Common  Council  are  in  favor 
of  having  all  these  powers  taken  from  us 
forever  by  act  of  the  Legislature.  Idonotpio- 
posd  to  discuss  the  propriety  ot  tbe  charges  made 
in  the-  original  dr?tt  of  tbe  ctaa  ter  by  the  commit- 
tee, tecause  the  subject  is  too  large  to  warrant 
any  thorough  debate,  at  this  time  of  the  year,  of 
the  principles  involved;  but  inasmuch  as  some  of 
tbe  friends  of  the  charter  desire  the  issue  t<>  be 
brought  plainly  and  squarely  before  th-  Council, 
I  have  drawn  and  offered  that  resolve.  If  the  re- 
solve is  voted  down,  I  hope  tbe  Council 
will  vote  tor  the  substitute  I  have  drawn. 
1  think  no  one  will  object  to  ext.nd- 
ing  the  terms  of  the  Mayer  and  Common 
Council — the  arguments  for  it  are  known  and 
tnte.  In  regard  to  the  seccod  order,  to  give  both 
branches,  by  coucuirent  action,  tht  poweis  n-'W 
held  by  ihe  old  Boaid  ot  Alaermen  alone,  I  desire 
theCoancil  to  reflect  upon  it  carefully,  because  it 
involves  great  changes.  The  greatest  objection- 
to  ibe  oresKut  charter  is  tint  the  Aldermen  alone 
control  certain  executive  branches,  and  the  Com- 
mon Couocil  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  way  in 
which  tbe  business  in  those  department  ir.  con- 
ducted. If  the  Common  Council  have  the  power 
now  confined  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  I  think 
it  would  be  a  great  improvement  upon 
the  present  charter.  At  all  events  I  do 
not  think  it  is  well  to  take  all  the  powers 
away  from  tbe  Common  Council  and  confer  them 
upon  commissions  created  by  statute  until  the 
experiment  has  been  tr^ed  by  a  popular  govern- 
ment conducted  by  representatives  of  the  people 
ejected  every  year  or  two  years.  The  change  in 
the  phraseology  is  very  Might,  but  the  alterations 
in  the  system  will  be  very  great.  I  am  willing  to 
leave  ihe  question  there — take  away  the  power 
now  exclusively  held  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
arid  invest  it  in  both  branches.  When  that  is 
done  I  think  we  shall  have  gone  a  long  step 
towards  a  very  lmpoi  taut  change  ;jand  I  think  the 
public  will  be  very  well  satisfied  to  make  tbat 
change  this  year.  It  must  be  remembered  that 
the  Aldermen  have  done'  a  very  magnani- 
mous thing  in  offering  to  surrender  all  their 
power.  I  think  we  have  not  had  a  Board  for 
many  years  who  have  so  readily  voted  away  their 
own  peculiar  privileges,  and  it  is  proper  that  this 
Council  should,  on  its  part,  reject  that  plan  or 
present  some  other.  Therefore,  before  voting 
down  tbe  changes  I  propose,  I  hope  the  Council 
will  reflect  upon  the  fact  that  the  Aldermen  stand 
in  the  advantageous  positiou  before  the  public  of 
having  voluntarily  laid  dowa  th^ir  powers;  and  if 
we  refuse  to  act  as  magnanimously,  it  will  furnish 
a  strong  aigument  that  the  Common  Council  is  so 
large  a  body  that  it  is  incapable  of  debating  a 
question  and  unfit  to  exercise  any  powers.  Thei  e- 
fore  I  hope  we  shall  adopt  the  substitute,  and 
take  a  long  step  towards  tbe  necessary  changes. 

Mr,  Crocker  of  Ward  6  asked  if  the  resolution 
was  in  orae<  at  that  time,  and  the  Piesident  luled 
that  it  was. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  did  n't  understand  how 
the  resolves  were  before  the  Council,  and  the 
Fresident  ruled  that  they  had  been  offered  as 
amendments  to  the  order  passed  by  tbe  B-ard  of 
Aldermen. 

Mr.  Whitmore  explained  that  they  were  offered 
as  substitutes  for  the  order  passed  by  tbe  Board 
of  Aldermen  to  petition  for  a  cbartei  substantial- 
ly in  accordance  with  the  one  in  City  Doc.  50. 

Mr.  Kimball  could  not  see  how  tue  resolve 
could  be  offered  as  an  amendment  to  the  order. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  said  nothing  could  be 
plainer  in  parliamentary  practice,  as  they  were 
germane  to  the  subject.  It  cannot  be  discussed 
with  at.y  sort  of  common  sense. 

Mr.  Kimball  said  that  if  Mr.  Whitmore  bad  of- 
fered them  as  a  substitute,  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  would  not  have  had  to  reflect  upon  bis 
common  sense.  But  he  understood  they  were 
offered  as  an  amendment. 


Mr.  Shaw  disclaimed  any  intention  to  reflect 
upon  Mr.  Kimball's  common  sense.  The  gt-ntle- 
rnao  from  Ward  4  stated  so  uistinctl.>  that  he 
offered  a  substitute  that  there  could  oe  no  mis- 
take. 

Mr.  vV  nitmore  cited  a  similar  case  in  the  Board 
of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Ciocker  called  for  the  ruling  ot  the  Chair 
on  the  question  whether  a  resolve  could  be  offered 
as  a  substitute. 

The  Pr'  siaent — In  the  sense  it  is  offered  oy  the 
gentlema..  from  Ward  4,  the  Cnair  ±ules  that  it  is 
in  order. 

Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11— The  i  rinclpal  point 
which  tbe  gentleman  tromWtrd  4  seems  to  make 
in  ihe  resolution  is  that  the  power  to  makeandun- 
make  tbe  com  amissions  snail  be  m  theaCity  Council. 
I  think  that  is  handy  what  the  new  charter  in- 
tended to  do,  and  that  it  is  different  from  what 
the  friends  of  the  charter  desi  e  tue  cammis- 
sions  should  have.  I  am  placed  in  the 
somewhat  difficult  position  of  havin<  made  a 
few  remarks  upon  this  subject  at  the  last  meet- 
ing, and  fino,  therefore,  that  the  head  of 
what  I  wish  to  say  has  been  summarily 
cut  off  fiotu  the  body.  What  I  saic  at  tbe 
last  meeting  referred  to  the  advantage  of  having 
a  popular  goveinmenr,  as  now  exemplified  in  the 
New  EoglaDd  States,  and  that  is  tbe  fo/m  of 
government  which,  I  tkinsr,  should  be  changed 
as  little  as  possible,  it  we  can  avoid  it. 
It  seems  to  me,  Mr.  President,  that  this  Council  is 
divided  into  t «  o  sides— one  of  which  p'aces  all  of 
its  dependence  in  the  virtue-  of  a  government 
composed  ot  paid  and  trained  conia.issioners, 
while  the  other  looks  upon  all  boards  and  <  om- 
missions  in  tbe  lighr  of  unmitigated  evils.  Now, 
sir,  there  are  certain  elements  ot  truth  io  both 
positions;  though  both  al-.o  contain  a  relative 
amount  of  miscouception.  No  one,  on  general 
principles,  dreads  more  that.  I  do  tue  forma- 
tion in  this  city  of  a  system  of  bureaucracy, 
by  whicn  the  art  of  administeiing  the  ex- 
ecutive departments  of  the  government  shall 
be  vested  in  the  hands  of  a  few  men. 
In  other  words,  anything  sjhich  shall  reduce  out- 
people  to  the  level  of  the  French,  who  have  , 
forjned  a  republic,  but  are  obliged  to  keep  the 
imperialistic  plotters  against  the  lepublic  in 
power,  because  they  can  find  no  one  else  who  un- 
derstai  ds  how  to  manage  public  affans.  Sir,  tue 
safety  of  our  courtry  depends  on  the  widespread 
knowledge  our  people  have  or  the  theories,  forms 
and  modes  of  government.  On  this  point  De 
Tocqueville  says,  in  his  well-known  work,  "De- 
mocracy in  America,"  "The  difficulties  waich  at- 
tend the  consolidation  of  municipal  independence 
rathei  augment  thau  diminish  with  the  increas- 
ing enlightenmeut  of  tbe  people.  A  highly  civil- 
ized community  spurns  the  attempts  of  a  local 
independence,  is  disgusted  at  its  numerous 
blunders,  aind  is  ape  to  despair  of  success 
before  the.  experiment  is  fully  tried.  *  *  * 
Nevertheless,  local  assemblies  ot  citizens  consti- 
tute the  strength  of  free  nations.  Municipal  in- 
stitutions are  to  liberty  what  primary  schools  ars 
to  science;  they  bring  it  within  the  people's  reach; 
th«?y  teach  men  how  to  use  and  how  to  enjoy  it. 
A  nation  may  establish  a  system  of  free  govern- 
ment, but  without  the  spirit  of  municipal  institu- 
tions it  canoot  have  tne  spiiit  of  liberty." 
I  have  said  this  much,  Mr.  President,  to  prove 
that  I  have  not  been  unmindful  of  the  fa-.t  that 
there  are  two  sides  to  this  question.  I  think  when 
I  state,  that  by  a  system  of  commissions  you 
from  the  people  a  means  ot  education 
in  prblic  affairs,  ano  an  immediate  con- 
trol of  public  administration:  I  think,  sir, 
when  I  say  this,  that  I  have  made  tbe 
strongest  statement  than  can  be  made  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  proposed  charter.  I  have  said  noth- 
ing about  the  relative  expense  and  *  fficieocy,  be- 
cause pleas  based  on  these  arguments  are  idle  and 
abortive.  A  trained  man  will  do  work  better, 
cheaper  and  quicker  than  a  man  without  training, 
from  prize  fighting  upwaids.  It  is  useless  to  deny 
this.  And  more  than  this,  trained  men  can  be 
hired;  but  you  can  never  be  certain  that  they  will 
be  electeu.  No,  sir;  the  argument  which  has  any 
weight  against  the  piincipie  of  governmeat  by 
commission  is  tbat  it  removes .  power  from  the 
hands  of  the  people;  and  it  is  on  this  issue  and 
this  only  that  it  must  stand  for  success  or  failure, 
lean  honestly  say  that  I  wish  I  did  not  think  it 
necessary  to  mak- tbe  changes  proposed  oy  this 
charter.  Personally,  I  wish  that  Boston  had  now 
but  one  quarter  of  her  presect  number  of  inhabi- 
tants. I  do  nor  belice  in  large  cilies.  They  offer 
it  is  true,   certain   advantages   in    business,  com 
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peror  of  Germany, 
say  it  is  tn-cessaiy 
is  it  not  possible  to 
oi  an  army,  offiu  ei  and 
geneal   management? 


forts  :  nci  luxuries,  but  these  are  more  than  coun- 
terbalanced by  an  indiscriminate  suffrage;  toy  loss 
of  individuality,  so  that  vocer  and  candidate  are 
almost  always  strangers  to  each  oth°r;  byireffi- 
ciency  in  pjblic  service  and  by  rue  facility  thus 
brought  about  foi  the  formation  of  tuat  curse 
of  American  politics,  political  lings.  But  un- 
fortunately, Boston  has  350,000  inhabitants, 
and  we  must  take  the  city  as  it  is. 
It  must  be  evident  to  every  one  that  a  city  of  this 
size,  cannot  be  governec  on  pure  democratic 
principles.  The  simp'e  fact  that  we  have  a  city 
instead  of  a  to  n  troverciinem  proven  that.  The 
heads  of  departments  vho  have  the  management 
of  municipal  affairs  are  not  chosen,  a^  they  would 
be  in  an  unalloyed  democtacy,  by  the  people;  but 
they  are  elected  by  the  Council,  and  are  responsi- 
ble for  their  good  behavior  to  the  Council,  and  not 
to  tho  people.  And  the  larger  the  city  grows  in 
number  of  inhabita>  ts  and  diversity  of  interests, 
the  more  it  is  found  necessary  to  remove  the  im- 
mediate control  and  direction  of  public  affairs 
from  the  hands  of  the  people.  The  arm*  xat'on  of 
the  outlying  teirito  y  to  this  city,  which — with 
all  due  respect  to  the  geutiemen  rep/esentig 
those  localities — I  have  never  ceaseo  to  regret, 
hat;  forced  the  necessity  for  this  change  ui  on 
Boston  before  hei  people  were  we'i  aware  of  their 
situation.  We  are  raking  potfer  from  the  bands 
of  xhe  citizens ;  we  are  depriving  them  ot  an  inval- 
uable political  education— though  this  depriva- 
tion has  alieady  b-en  partly  coacmitted — and 
though  I  deplore  the  lact,  I  do  not  see  bow  we 
can  avoid  it,  There  are,  Mr.  President,  ceitain 
emergencies  which  adse  io.  republics  which  com- 
pel a  lawful  violation  of  their  rudimentary  pre- 
cepts. Taue  the  army  of  the  Unired  States;  it  js 
as  autocratic  in  the  discipline  maintaieeo  and 
laws  enfo;ced  as  it  would  be  if  i>  were  under  the 
control     of     the    czar     of    Russia    or   the    em- 

But  gentl  men  will 
here.  Why  ?  Why 
allow  to  each  member 
private,  some  voice  in  its 
A  free  discussion  as  to 
the  best  mods  of  conducting  a  campaign,  in  the 
event  of  a  war,  would  be  ot  immense  educational 
service  to  the  rank  and  file.  Why,  sir,  in  this  free, 
democratic  republic  has  ^ot  this  method  been 
adopted?  It  would  cleaily  be  in  harmony  with 
what  art*  conceived  to  be  our  institutions.  Is  not 
the  reason  why  this  ba*  not  been  done  simply 
this:  that  loss  by  defeat  is  so  unspeakably  terri- 
ble that  everything  else  is  of  small  consideration 
when  compared  with  that  which  mav  avert 
it?  Popular  education,  universal  suffrage, 
the  rights  of  man  —  i  vervthing,  in  short, 
which  interferes  with  the  prime  rtquisites 
economy,  celerity  and  efficiency  are  fhtown  one 
side.  That,  Mr.  President,  1?,  the  heait  of  this 
whole  question.  We  have  isriived  in  the  growth 
of  our  city  to  a  point  where  waste,  uncertainty 
and  delay  in  the  admiomistratioo  assume  such 
gigantic  proiortions  in  what  is  done,  and  still 
more  in  what  may  be  done,  that  the  call  foi  that 
economy,  celerity  and  efficiency  which  can  orlv 
be  found  in  trained  and  selected'  men,  drowns  out 
of  existence  all  other  considerations.  We  might 
as  well  hope  to  govern  Boston— as  it  will  be 
twenty-five  yeais  bevce-in  an  ordeily  man.  er  by 
holding  annual  town  meetings  on  the  Common,  as 
by  this  piesent  loose  system  of  standing  com- 
mittees. Xhe  people  have  been  robbed  of 
their  birthright  for  the  aggrandizement 
of  the  City  Council,  and  it  is  no  more  than  right 
that  wp  should  suirmoer  our  plunder  into  abler 
and  tetter  hands.  We  have  no  light  to  hold  this 
power,  which  is  primarily  aria  mdeteasibly  the 
property  of  the  people,  except  on  the  ground  that 
as  their  representatives  we  can  use  it  to  better 
advantage  tbao  tueycan;  but  we  arc  fast  for- 
feiiine  our  claim  under  this  proviso. 

To  state  my  meaning  in  a  sentence,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  am  inclined  to  think  that,  when  a  city  has 
frown  to  the  size  of  300,000  inhabitants,  if  would 
e  well  for  these  to  take  as  a  maxim  io  their  muni- 
cipal affairs  the  familiar  lines  of  the  poet   Pope — 

"For  forms  of  government  let  fools  contest, 
That  which  is  best  administered  is  best." 

Tor,  sir,  where,  its  io  a  city  like  our 
own,  the  only  form  of  tyranny  that  can  exist  is 
heavv  taxation  and  inefficiency,  that  government 
which  best  relieves  the  people  from  these  burdens, 
no  natter  under  what  name  it  may  be  directed,  is 
the  best,  government.  I  therefore  trust  that  tnis 
proposed  charter,  which  seems  to  piornireusso 
thorough  a  relief  from  our  troubles,  will  pass  iu 


much  the  shana  that  it  comes  up  to  us  from  the 
other  branch. 

Mr.  Kimball  desired  time  to  examine  the  sub- 
stitute of  Mr.  Whitmore,  and  on  his  motiou 
further  conside  ation  of  the  subject  was  special- 
ly assigned  to  8  P.  M.  Tuesday.  Subsequently 
that  vote  was  reconside-ed,  the  assure  ment  ai'tcie 
for  4%  P.  M.  on  Tuesday  next. 

PETITION     PRESENT-ED. 

By  Mr.  Sweetserof  Ward  10— Petit  on  of  Lether- 
bee  Brotbeis  for  the  remission  or  tax.  Referred 
to  Joint  Committee  on  the  Assessors  Department. 
Sent  up. 

WIDENING  OF  SOUTH  STREET. 

Mr.  Flym  of  Ward  7  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Joint  Suandi  g  Com  mitt e 3  op  Streets  recom- 
menoia.>  thit  the  City  Council  concur  in  there- 
solve  and  order  of  the  Stieet  Commissioners  for 
the  widening  of  South  street  at  the  coiner  ot 
Summer  street,  at  an  estimated  expanse  of  $40,- 
212 ;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  approuria- 
ion  for  Widening  Streets. 

Also  a  miuonty  report  dissenting  from  the  ma- 
jority and  reconuw  ending  non-concarrenct .  sign- 
ed by  Aldermen  Worthiugton  and  Harris  and 
Councilman  Page. 

Mr.  Train,  of  Ward  13  moved  that  the  report  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finanoe, 

Mr.  Flynti  of  Ward  7 — I  hope  no  sucn  disposi- 
tion of  the  order  will  be  made,  as  the  money  is  to 
be  taken  frooi  the  appioptiaiion  for  Widening 
Streets,  and  it  is  not  required  to  go  to  i  he  Com- 
mittee on  Finance.  It  is  a  marte"  which  1  hope 
wilj  be  settles  immediatelv,  because  the  parties 
desire  to  ouild  on  the  land,  and  the  city  has  de- 
layed them  by  giving  notice  to  at  the  widening  of 
the  street  is  iutended.  The  order  coiner  from  the 
Street  Commissioners.  Thev  have  already  com- 
menced to  widen  South  street  to  a  width  of  sixty 
feet,  and  it  is  proposed  to  widen  it  at  this  point, 

Mr.  Iram  withdrew  the  motion. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Waid  10  desired  to  hear  the 
reasons  of  tne  minority,  and  on  his  motion  the 
report  and  o;der  were  laid  ou  the  table- 

TRUANT  SCHOOL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7,  the 
Council  took  from  tne  table  the  m?,jority  and  mi- 
nority reports  (Citv  Doc. No.  113)  of  the  Committee 
on  Public  Institutions,  with  orde<s  tor  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  truant  school  on  the  site  of  tbe  Mar- 
e?lla-street  Hospital  and  for  the  purchase  of  a 
site  for  a  smallpox  hospital. 

Mr.  Tbacher  of  Ward  15— It  may  be  rather  an 
unusual  thiua  tor  a  member  ot  the  majority  of  a 
committee  to  favor  the  pa-sage  of  a  minority  or- 
der; but  since' this  matter  has  been  before" this 
Council  some  doubt  has  arisen  as  to  wnetber  tbe 
Board  of  Health  have  the  authoiity  to  spend  foi- 
this  purpose  f  25,000  which,  by  the  Auditoi's  re- 
port," remaics  ot  the  special  appropnation  for 
them.  Therefoie  I  ask  that  the  ordei  presented 
by  the  minority  repoit  may  be  passed. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6 — I  oo  not  undetstand 
whether  the  e-entleuia'  speaks  for  rhs  committee 
or  for  himself  iodiviouabv. 

Mr.  Ihacher  of  Ward  15—1  would  say  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  6  that  in  advocating  both  or- 
ders I  tioeak  personally,  as  I  understand  from 
making  some  inquiries  -  bout  it  that  there  is  some 
doubt  as  to  whetuer  the  Joint  Standing  Commit- 
tee ou  Heal tu  have  i  right  to  use  the  money  re- 
maining unexpended  ot  their  special  appropria- 
tion, without  a  vote  of  tbe  City  Council.  For  that 
reason  personal!}  I  would  ass  that  the  or<ter  m 
the  minority  repo"t  be  passed  with  the  order  of 
the  majority. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16— If  I  understand  this 
motion  as  it  stands  at  present,  th«  building  on 
Marcella  street  is  now  held  by  the  Board  of 
Health  entirely  independent  of  this  body  or  any 
branch  of  it  for  the  purpos»  of  a  smallpox  hojpi- 
tal.  Now  I  shoulo  like  to  ask  some  of  my  legal 
frienos  of  the  Council  how  the  Committee  ou 
Public  Buildings  can  take  po  session  of  that  prop- 
erty and  change  it  into  a  school  for  truants,  so 
long  as  'he  commission  on  health  have  possession 
of  it  as  a  smallpox  hospital.  I  only  ask  for  infor- 
mation. 

Mr.  Lhacher  of  Ward  15—1  will  state  in  reply 
that  under  tho  existing  ciicumstances  theiv  bas 
b-en  no  case  of  smallpox  there.  If  this  order  of 
the  majority  is  passed,  and  tne  committee  are  au- 
thorized to  lake  possession  of  it,  it  will  be  sent 
to  the  Board  oi  Hcabh.  It  is  not  supposed  that 
tbe  City  Council,  by  passing  this  vote,  will  ex- 
pect the  Board  of  Health  to  move  out  in  a  day  or 
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a  night.  In  esse  f  be  smallpox  should  appear  here 
the  Board  of  Health  have  tbe  ughi  to  es- 
tablish &  smallpox  hospital  anywhere.  Tbey 
can  establish  it  in  tbe  house  wne^e  tbey 
find  tbe  patient.  By  passing  tbis  order  we  do  not 
put  tliem  out,  of  doors  byanymea^s.  There  are 
other  places  they  ca^  have.  I  understand  that 
there  art;  one  or  tvo  places  1  bat  can  now  be  pro- 
cured; if"  tbe  Boaul  or  Health  and  the  Commit- 
tee on  Healtb  are  willing  u  accept  them.  :hat  is 
one  reason  whv  I  ce'sonally  as<r  that  that  order 
may  be  passed.  If  we  vass  tbe  order  to  iake  'he 
Marcella-street  Hospital,  then  it  will  be  nee-  ssary 
for  the  committee  un  ileal  ib  to  purchase  some 
place  for  i  be  Boar  d  of  Health. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16— Ihe  uiatier  of  the  pur- 
chase of  a  smallpox  hospital  lias  been  before  the 
Committee  on ■  Health,  of  which  I  a-u  a  member, 
for  the  past  two  years.  It  has  been  a  vexatious 
quescioa  u.deec,  and  one  which  we  have  nut  been 
aole  co  olve.  Tbe  Heal'h  Commission  abso- 
lutely refuse  to  accept  Gallop's  Island  as 
a  small  dox  bosvjital,  or  to  seod  a  single 
patieot  there.  Now,  it  seems  to  me  tbfct 
the  propei  way  to  settle  this  would,  be — 
before  w-i  deprive  the  Commission  on  Health  of  ft 
smallpox  hospital  at  th-r  very  time  of  year  -hen, 
if  this  disease  is  to  b  ■  epidemical,  it  is  likely  to 
appear—  a  e  should  pa  s  the  minority  order,  and  let 
tbe  Committee  on  Healtb  and  the  Health  Com- 
mission make  one  more  effort  to  see  if  to  y  can- 
not agree  unon  some  place  i or  th°  establishment 
of  a  smallpox  hospital  b  fore  we  pass  tbe  other 
order  authorizing  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildiags  to  take  possession  of  that  estate. 
It  would  not  be  riss,  it  seems  t.i  me, 
for  the  city  to  deprive  the  Health  commission  of 
a  suitable  place  for  ti  e  sendi  g  of  smallpox  pa- 
tients until  we  have  provided  tnem  with  anotLer. 
I  am  perfectly  willing  to  be  coirect^d  if  I  am  not 
right,  but  that  seems  to  be  my  impression. 

M-'.T'Kcher  of  Ward  15-1  will  strtet^atiu  the 
annual  l sports  cf  the  Board  of  Health  for  two 
years  they  have  leconum  uded  that  tbe  Council 
snould  take  from  them  the  Maiceila-street 
Hospital.  Now,  if  we  pass  this  order  appended 
to  tbe  minotity  le.oort  we  leave  tbe  matter  ju^t 
where  it  has  beeu  the  last  two  years,  and  when 
they  make  their  third  report  they  will  again  rec- 
ommend thai  the  Citv  Council  fate  it  from  them, 
as  bsing  an  expensive  place  and  larger  than  tbey 
need.  From  ••bar  I  can  find  oat,  it  is  a  common 
feeling  in  the  Common  Council  and  amocg  citi- 
zens Ihave  talked  with,  that  the  truant  boys  should 
be  taken  from  Deei  Island.  Ihere,  is  a  place  out 
there,  with  good  builoings,  a  most  healthy  lo- 
cality, where  tbey  can  be  placed.  All  that 
remains  is  for  tho  Board  of  Health' to  move  out, 
get  anothei  place,  not  so  expensive,  v-here  they 
can  be  equally  as  well  accommodated  as  tbey  are 
there.  It  coul'i  be  done  at  very  little  expense. 
But  by  passing  one  order  aod  rejecting  the  other 
the  matter  remains  just  where  it  ha:  been  for  the 
last  two  years,  and  the  Board  of  Health  <*ill 
come  in  for  the  third  time  and  ask  to  be  re- 
lieved of  that  hospital. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald,  of  Ward  7— It  seems  to 
me  that  the  difficulty  which  tbe  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  1G  thiuks  exists  c;n 
be  very  easily  met  bv  passing  both  of  these 
orders.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  16  seems  to 
think  that  if  the  Marcella-street  Hospital  is  taken 
for  tbe  benefit  of  these  truant  bovs  before  a  suit- 
able place  could  be  provided  for  smallpox  patients 
an  epidemic  might  arise  wnich  would  create  a 
great  deal  of  inonveuieuce  m  the  city  because 
there  would  be  no  accommodation  forpatients  ex- 
ception Galloupe's  Island, while  nobody  here  would 
think  of  accommodating  those  who  would  be  s-ized 
with  fucb  a  disease  as  the  smallpox  is.  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  gemlema-D  overlooks  altogether 
the  fact  that  right  at  our  doors  is  an  epidemic 
worse  than  the  smallpox.  Here  aie  187  patients 
waiting  for  something  to  be  done  for  them. 
They  are  *:he  wards  of  this  city.  They  have 
been  teken  from  their  home?  and  f'om  their 
friends  by  the  city  of  Boston  and  placed  side  by 
side  with  young  thieves  2nd  young  pickpockets. 
Tbey  have  comoi'tted  no  crime  except  that 
they  have  played  truant,  and  for  that,  or  be- 
cause they  have  no  parents  to  look  after  them, 
they  are  placed  side  by  side  with  these 
criminals.  That  is  a  virus  which  is  eating 
up  their  motals,  taking  away  their  manhood  aud 
every  feeling  of  self-respect.  Their  removal  is  a 
necessity  that  lequites  immediate  action.  Tb.9 
smallpox  contagion  is  not  to  be  compared  with 


this  evil, which  exists  axongtheseboysavd  girls.  I 
say  it  is  a  criminal  matter  ;nd  should  not  be  al- 
lowed to  exirt  any  longer  than  we  can  possibly 
help.  We  have  no «  an  opportunity.  Tbe  Board 
of  Health  have  asked  that  this  esta  te  may  be  taken 
from  thrm,  and  it  affords  a  place  where  these 
chila ien,  if  tbey  grow  ap  to  manhood,  'will  rot 
necessarily  be  classed  with  criminals.  It  may 
perhaps  be  -aid  of  them  that  they  were  a  little 
wilo  and  played  truatt  at  school,  bur  tbej  will  not 
receive  such  a  bad  chaiacter  as  if  they  were  seat 
to  Deer  Island.  I  say  this  necessity  is  immediate 
and  vital.  Th:  otber  is  remote.  We  can  take 
care  of  it  when  it  com-s.  If  we  can  pass  one  order 
we  can  pas  the  other.  We  can  pass  one  order  and 
give  tbe  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  authority 
to  take  possession  of  the  hosoital.aoo  we  can  oass 
the  other  givii  g  authority  to  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  Health,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Council,  to  make  provision  at  an  expei.se  not,  to 
exceed  . |25,000,  to  meet  all  the  necessities  th?t 
might  arise  from  an  epidemic  that  may  come  up- 
on toe  city,  but  is  not  immediate  now.  There  are 
now  no  small f;  >x  patients  in  the  city.  Thisnlace 
is  exactly  siuted  foi  these  children.  It  is 
away  out  in  the  countiy;  it  contajns 
eleven  acres  acid  at  an  expense  of  $10,000 
can  be  fitted  up  to  accommodate  all  the  truants 
that  the  citv  msy  have  to  care  for  in  many  years 
to  c  >m-.  I  sav  if  we  let  this  opporr unity  par-s  we 
will  be  wo  se  tnan  crimiral,  b.-cause  these  boys 
ana  girls  are  •  arris  of  the  city.  We  tak-  them 
away  m  the  hope  of  instilling  morality  and  educa- 
tion into  cbeT  ,  and  th«  moral  education  we  give 
them  today  is  to  throw  t?-m  amo  g  thieves  and 
pickpockets. 

Mr.  Petkins  of  Waul  16— I  am  sorry  that  tbe 
gentleman  Lbould  think  that  I  have  arjy  o'oje -tiou 
to  carrvmg  out  the  details  of  tbis  plan.  I  make 
no  <>ppo 'Hion  to  tie  plan  whatever  I  only  said 
wmtiaid  for  the  purpose  of  a<awing  out  the 
facts  of  the  case. 

Mr.  Peabooy  of  Ward  9—1  would  like  to  suggest 
a  slight  amendment  to  one  of  tbe  oioeis.  If  both 
are  passed  as  suggested,  it  seems  to  ms  that  we 
are  liable  to  have  a  peiiod  of  time  coming  upon  us 
when  if  the  smallpox  epidemic  sboaldbreakoi.it 
we'bouldbe  m  a  very  embatra=siug  position. 
No  one  can  say  that  it  may  not  bre:»k  out  at  any 
moment.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  should  keep 
ourselves  prepared  for  any  emergency.  I  thini 
the  desireo  course  would  be  to  pass  an  order  au- 
thorizing tt:e  Committee  on  Health  to  purchase  a 
nvv  place  foi  a  smallpox  hospital  precisely  as  the 
second  order  reads.  Theu,  instead  of  passing  the 
first  order  ac  printed,  te  would  insert  ia  ihe  sec- 
ond line,  after  tbe  word  "authoriz0,"  the  woids 
"as  soon  as  another  smallpox  hospital  is  pro- 
vided."   I  offer  that  as  an  amendme.  c. 

Mr.  Power  of  Waid  22—1  would  say  to  the  Coun- 
cil that  the  city  of  Boston  tow  owns  a  hospital  in 
Chailestown  on  a  site  of  land  that  was  purchased 
by  the  city  of  Charleston n  end  fitted  up  tor  that 
purpose.  H  an  epidemic  should  arise  be- 
fore a  oew  hospital  could  be  provided,  it 
could  be  so  arranged  in  a  very  short  time 
as  to  accommodate  fiom  twelve  to  fif- 
teen patients.  We  had  about  that  num- 
ber of  .  patients  in,  if  1  thin*,  at  one  time, 
and  in  a  very  short  time  they  recoveied.  There 
weie  only  one'or  iwo  that  oied  while  the  hospital 
was  in  use.  I  think  that  building,  now  owned  by 
tbis  city,  could  be  arranged,  in  case  of  an  emer- 
gency, to  meet  tbe  demand. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— So  much  has  been  said 
about  the  smallpox  epidemic  that  I  would  like  to 
call  attention  to  the  fact  that  it  usually  recurs 
in  periods  of  from  ten  to  tweive  years.  We 
are  not  likely  to  have  an  epidemic  in  this 
city  for  that  length  of  time,  if  we  have 
it  at  the  end  of  that  time.  There  were 
six  cases  treatea  at  this  hospital  last  year. 
Three  of  them  came  from  outside  the  city  limits, 
because  we  had  socu  a  good  place  to  take  care  of 
them.  But  if  we  are  going  to  keep  this  hospital 
building  to  accommodate  parties  from  New  York, 
Cincinnati  and  Philadelphia,  who  come  here  to  be 
treated,  and  keep  these  boys  down  at  Deer  Island, 
it  will  not  do  very  well.  I  understand  that 
three  of  these  parties  came  to  Boston  to  be 
treated  becau=e  the  city  was  ?o  well  pro- 
vided with  means  to  take  care  of  them,  and 
some  of  them  came  wheD  it  was  really  dan- 
gerous for  them  to  ride  in  the  steam  cars, 
For  the  ex-cress  purpose  of  being  carried  out 
to  this  smallpox  bosDital.  As  good  fortune 
would   have  it,  they  were  able  to  pay  their  biils 
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when  tVy  got  through;  but  we  may  be  unfortu- 
nate enough  to  get  some  that  will  n no  be  able  to 
pay. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  ot  Ward  7— My  objection  to  tbe 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  is  that 
tbe  occ-uoation  of  ibis  buildirg  by  truants  will 
depend  uoon  the  time  wbicb  tbe  Committee  on 
Health  take  to  procuie  this  other  l*nd.  They  may 
not  co  it  at  alt ;  and  as  a  consequence  tbe  children 
would  uot  be  moved  from  Deer  Island.  I  can  see 
no  objection  to  passing  b  nth  these  orders  as 
they  now  are.  A  smallpox  hospital  can  be 
bought  if  the  Committee  on  Health  do  tbei  duty, 
or  »one  suitable  place  can  be  provided  to  meet 
any  ease  that  is  likely  to  occur  v.  icblu  six  or  ten 
mouths.  But  that  necessity  is  remote,  while  the 
ooe  which  I  sueiE  of  is  immediate  It  lswor^e 
than  tbe  smallpox,  and  s.ll  that  io  needed  is  to 
take  the  children  away  fom  th*>  contagion  of  the 
bad  you>  gsters  qok"  around  them.  We  owe  it  as  a 
duty  to  them.  JSothiog  has  occu:  red  to  require 
theu;eofthe  hospital  for  six  months  past,  and 
norhiog  is  likely  to  occur  for  three  months-  to 
com".  If  tbe  Board  of  Health  are  active,  as  I 
believe  they  are,  thev  can  easily,  in  the  next 
mooth  or  six  weeks,  if  thi*  order  is  p?ssed,  do 
something  to  meet  anything  that  is  likely  to 
occur.  I  hope  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
f  iom  Ward  9  will  net  pass,  but  that  the  orcWs  will 
pass  as  reported. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— I  can  see  no  possible  rea- 
son why  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
War  i  9  should  be  adopted.  It  ce.-tainly  means 
delay  aod  nothing  else.  In  ths  fVst  place,  the 
Board  of  Health  are  supposed  to  understand  this 
mat'erof  smallpox  and  to  understand  the  liability 
to  danger.  That  board  has  recommented  chis 
measure.  The  other  bo^rd,  tbe  Board  of  Direct- 
ors of  Pub'ic  Institutions,  have  verv  strongly 
recommended  the  adop.ioo  of  this  place  as  a 
home  for  truants.  I  tbintr  the  gentle  nan  from 
Wa^a  7  has  siated  the  subject  as  well  as  it  can  be 
stated.  Both  parties  agree,  and  there  seems 
to  be  no  objection  to  it  at  all.  Why  should 
there  b*>  aoy  debate  upon  it?  Any  amendment 
would  butcaute  delay,  pnd  delays  are  danger- 
ous. The  gentleman  has  wi-ll  s'aid  that 
there  is  an  epidemic  at  Deer  Island  wor^e 
than  the  smallpox.  The  truants  ought  to  be 
immediately  separated  from  cri  nmals.  It  has 
been  a  crying  evil  for  years,  and  I  hope  the  mat- 
ter will  be  settled  this  evening  by  the  adoption  of 
these  orders.  Tbete  should  be  no  more  delay. 
Certainly  the  necessities  of  tbe  case  require  im- 
mediate action. 

The  question  then  came  upon  tbe  adoption  of 
Mr.  Peabody's  amendment,  and  it  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tbacher  of  Ward  15  the  ruley 
was  suspended,  aod  the  orde  s  were  passed' 
by  a  vote  of  51  in  the  affirmative  and 
none  in  the  negative.  Motions  to  reconsider 
subsequently  offered  by  Mr.  Fitzgerald  were  lost. 

Sent  up. 

RAILROAD  TRACKS  IN  EAST  BOSTON. 

Mr.  Day  of  Ward  1  offered  rhe  following: 

Ordered,  That  a  joint  special  committee,  con- 
sisting of  three  members  of  the  Common  Council 
and  two  members  of  tbe  Board  of  Aldermen,  be 
appointed  to  confet  with  the  Eastern,  Boston  & 
Albany  ard  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad  cor- 
porations aod  ascertain  tbe  terms  upon  which 
they  are  wiling  to  cooperate  with  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton in  changing  tte  location  of  their  tracks,  as 
provided  in  chapter  214  of  the  acts  of  the  year 
1875^  and  also  to  ascertain  and  report  whether  any 
additional  legislation  is.  necessary  in  order  to  se- 
cure the  relocation  ot  said  railroad  tracks. 

Mr.  Day  of  Ward  1— I  iesire  to  say  in  explana- 
tion of  the  order  just  read,  that  these  railroads, 
particularly  the  Eastern  and  Boston  &  Albany, 
ruuniog  nearly  the  entire  length  cf  East  Boston, 
crosi  at  grade  several  important  thoroughfares. 
As  these  crossings  are  extreme  Iv  dang-rous.it 
was  deem-d  advisable  by  tbe  last  City  Govern- 
ment to  petition  the  Legislature  f  or  an  act  pro- 
vidieglor  a  change  in  their  location,  whereby 
they  could  be  relocated  on  the  outer  edge  of  the 
island.  The  Legislature  passed  an  act  giv- 
ing the  railroaos  authority  on  the  request 
of  the  Mayor,  duly  authorized  by  tbe  Board  of 
Aldermen,  to  relocate  their  tracks  in  East  Boston. 
As  it  is  desirable  that  some  action  be  taken  in  che 
matter,  it  seems  proper  that  a  committee  should 
be  a  opomten  to  confer  with  tbe  directors  of  the 
various  roads,  and  ascertain  their  inter, tions. 

The   order    was    adopted    aad    Messrs.  Day  of 


Ward    1,   Newton    of   Ward    14,   and  Lappen    of 
Ward  12  were  appointed.    Sent  up. 

TRANSPORTATION    OF  VOTERS    IN    NEW  WARD    22 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Ward  15  offered  tbe  following: 
Ordered,  That  trie  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
instructed  o  furnish  transportation  to  and  from 
the  wardroom  in  Ward  22  t  >  such  of  the  legal 
voters  living  in  that  portion  of  said  ward  lying- 
east  of  the  town  of  Brooklmt?  as  may  apply  for 
the  same  on  the  day  of  the  next  municipal  elec- 
tion, the  expense,  not  exceeding  $200,  to  be  charg- 
ed to  the  appropriation  for  Incidentals. 

On  motio  ..  or  Mr.  Taacher  of  Ward  15  the  order 
was  in  definite  I  v  postponed  by  a  vote  ot  21  to  19. 
Subsequently,  on  motion  of  the  ^me  gentleman, 
this  vote  w*s  reco  side  ed  and  rhe  order  was 
laid  upon  the  table. 

ADJOURNMENT  FOR  THANKSGIVING. 

Mr.  Fiyno  of  Ward  7—1  move  that  -hen  the 
Council  adjourn  it  be  to  meet  in  tais  place  next 
Wednesdav  evening  at  the  usual  hour. 

Mr.  Sampson  ofWaidlO— I  move  to  ameni  by 
ma  king  the  time  next  Tuesday  event  og. 

Mr.  F  jnnof  Ward  7—1  uoderstauo  the  School 
Committee  have  adjourned  to  Tucday  evening. 

Mi.  Sampson  of  Ward  10— We  have  the  prior 
light,  I  suppose,  to  the  use  of  the  room. 

Mr.  tnymi  of  Ward  7—1  accept  tbe  amendment. 

Mr.  Fitzge  alo  of  Ward  7—1  would  sav,  Mr. 
President,  that  the  members  of  the  School  Board 
have  received  their  notices  that  the  meeting  of  the 
School  Board  will  be  held  on  next  Tuesday  even- 
ing. Of  coiuse  this  Council  is  supreme,  aud  it 
can  certainlyturn  out  the  School  Board  if  it  warts 
to.    I  do  not  think  it  would  do  that 

Mr.  Parker  of  Ward  8—1  would  ask  if  the  gen- 
tleman knows  wh  ther  ther-  will  be  a  quorum  of 
the  board  present? 

Mr.  Kingsbury  of  Ward  15—1  would  move  as  an 
amendment  that  the. Council  adjourn  to  meet  at 
four  o'clock  Tuesoay  afternoon. ' 

The  question  was  taker  upon  Mv.  Flyan's  mo- 
tion as  amended  for  Tuesday  evening  at  7%  P.  M., 
and  it  prevailed. 

Subsequently  the  following  action  <,  as  taken; 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Waid  7—1  move  a  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  vote  bv  which  the  Council  voted  to 
meet  at  half-pasr  seven  o'clock  on  Tuesday  even- 
ing-. I  voted  for  it  under  a  misapprehension.  I 
wasun'ierthe  impression  that  the  motion  pro- 
posed v;  as  for  meeting  iu  the  afternooj,  and  voted 
m  the  affirmative,  and  oid  not  know  ii!l  informed 
by  tee  gentleman  from  Ward  6  that  uhe  order  to 
adjourn  till  Tuesday  evening  had  passed. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6—1  hope  ths  motion  to 
reconsider  will  prevail.  If  the  School  Committee 
have  received  their  notices,  although  we  have  tbe 
right  to  ta\re  possession  of  the  hall,  I  certainly 
hope  we  shall  not  do  it.  It  seems  to  me  it  would 
be  oetter  for  us  to  reconsiJer  this  vote,  and  either 
come  here  on  MoDdav  evening  or  Wednesday 
evening-  or  Tuesday  afternoon,  or  at  any  other 
time  that  may  be;  acceptable  to  a  majoricy 
ot  tbe  Council.  I  think  we  can  afford 
to  "oe  courteous — gentlpmen  always  can  be. 
And  I  hope  that  we  shall  consider  the  c'aims  of 
the  School  Committee  and  give  them  an  op  :orcu- 
nity  to  rue dt upon  Tuesday  evening. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7—1  hope,  sir,  this  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  may  prevail.  I  know  there  is  a 
feeling  prevalent  amon;  the  menbers  of  the 
Council  against  tbe  School  Board.  It  was  indi- 
cated in  the  inquiry  of  the  gentleman,  who  inquir- 
ed if  tbere  would  be  a  quorum  present.  I  think  we 
can  afford  to  be  magnanimous  and  compassionate 
to  a  dying  body.  Of  course  we  haye  supreme  con- 
trol of  this  chamber,  and  can  do  what  we  please 
with  it.  But  they  did  not  Enow  to  what  tim "•  we 
should  aojourn,  and  are  not  to  blame.  We  can 
return  on  Monday  evening  and  t  ansact  our  busi- 
ness just  as  well,  and  show  no  discourtesy  to  the 
members  of  tbe  School  Board.  I  hope  the  motion 
will  prevail.  If  it  does,  I  shall  move  that  the 
Council  adjourn  till  Monday  evening  at  half-past 
seven  o'clock,  or  Tuesday  afternoon  at  four 
o'clock. 

Mr.  Peabody  ot  Ward  9— It  seems  to  me  that 
the  vot"  to  mee'  on  Tuesday  evening  was  passed 
rather  hastily.  I  bops  it  will  be  reconsideied  and 
thai,  we  shall  'elect  Monday  evening  as  the  time 
tor  our  meeting.  It  see  r;s  to  me  that  a  meeting 
at  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  will  give  more 
or  le.-s  disiuroance  to  almost  all  ot  us.  It 
will  disturb  the  bus'ness  of  some,  the  din- 
neis  of  others  and  the  suppers  of  others.  I 
do   not  Enow    why  Moniay    evening   should    be 
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worse  thao  any  other.  I  hope  we  shall  recon- 
sider ana  adjourn  till  thac  time. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— I  have  do  objection  to  a 
reconsideration  of  the  vote  whereby  we  are  to 
meet  at  naif  past  seven  o'clock  Tuesday  ev>;niog, 
tout  I  think  it  wjulo  be  better  to  meet  at  four 
o'clock  on  Tuesday  atternooo,  than  oc  Moaaay 
evening,  because  the  Boarc'  of  Aldermen  may 
send  some  imr.oit-mt  papers  o>  itc  Council  which 
we  woulo  not  receive  if  we  met  Mou'  ay  eveuing. 

Tbe  motion  to  leconsider  prevailed.  Mr. 
Kingsbury  or  "Ward  15  renewed  bis  motion 
to  fix  tbe  time  for  meeting  at  four  o'clock 
Tuesday     afternoon,     and      it     *as      adopted. 

HIGH-SERVICE  SYSTEM. 

Mr.  [haefcer  cf  Waid  15  offered  tho  fellowicg: 
Ordere>,  That  tbe  Cocbituare  Wate<  Boa>d  be 
authorized  to  rep-rt  in  price  on  tbe  order  ic  rela- 
tion tn  the  present  high-service  system  and  the 
subject  of  laying  a  new  main  from  Chestnut  Hill 
Reservoir. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up, 

THE  PAY  OF  LABORERS. 

Mr.  Walsh  of  Ward  5  offered  the  following-: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  tie  sense  of  the  Common 
Council  ihac  the  recent  reduction  of  the  pay  of 
the  laborers  ic  ♦be  Paving  Department  was  a 
measure  both  unwise  and  inexpedient;  and  rhat 
the  Committee  on  Paving  of  tbe  Boaro  of  Aider- 
men  be  requested  to  reconsidei  their  action  in  re- 
lation io  (bis  important  subject. 

Mr.  Walsa— Io  offeiing  rbat  order,  I  wisb  to 
state  that  we  have  been  insulted  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  iu  postponing  so  important  a  matter  as 
tbe  labor  question,  aod  I  ask  to  be  heard  once 
more  by  tbe  Council.  We  passed  it  here  by  a  vote 
of  34  to  17,  and  I  am  much  suipris?  d  at  the  course 
of  tae  other  brancb,  particularly  the  Aliemiao 
from  Ward  12,  in  accusing;  us  of  being;  wardroom 
bummers. 

Mr.  Harrigan  of  Ward  1 — I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  Tbe  Committee  on  Paving  of  this  Council 
have  an  order  before  ihem  on  this  subject,  and 
they  are  now  waiting  for  some  statistics,  and  I 
call  for  tbe  ruling  or  the  Chair  whether  while  one 
order  concern int,  a  cert? in  matter  is  pending, 
it  is  proper  to  present  another  one. 

TbK  President— Tue  Chair  does  not  remember 
whether  it  is  precisely  roe  same  order  oi  not.  The 
Council  aas  its  opportunity  to  dispose  of  this  mat- 
ter, being  cognizant  of  the  fact. 

Mr.  Walsh— It  was  ridiculous  to  read  the  insinu- 
ations maae  by  one  of  tbe  members  of  that  Board, 
and  I  feel  that  myself  and  the  thirty  three  other 
members  of  this  Council  .vere  insulied.  Why,  he 
says  we  were  elected  by  wardroom  bummers,"  and 
that  ve  pay  a  poll  tax  merely  to  make  ourselves 
eligible  to  seats  bete.  It  is  ridiculous  to  speak  of 
such  a  thing.  It  is  n't  riches  thac  make  the  man. 
I  feel  the  insult  be  has  given.  I  was  elected  to 
this  Council  by  a  handsome  majority,  and  I  thank 
my  friends  for  my  election. 

The  President— Tbe  Chair  would  remind  the  gen- 
tleman that  the  questioo  is  on  the  expression  of 
an  opinion  oa  the  labor  questioo. 

Mr.  Walsh — I  want  to  make  one  explanation  to 
the  Council.     Che  order  I  offered  was  to  continue 


tbe  pay  of  the  laborers  at  the  ola  standard  puce. 
I  think  the  laborers  are  wortny  of  more  pay  than 
the  big  men  to  whom  we  pay  high  salaries.  I 
think  it  would  be  f air  and  judicious  to  ask  the 
sense  of  the  Boaid  of  Aldermen  if  they  would 
only  consider  tbis  pav  of  the  laborers,  and  wait 
till  the  tl'-t  of  January,  when  we  can  ac- 
complish something  by  commencing  with 
tbe  big-salaried  men  and  cut  ihem  down 
fifteen  per  cent.,  and  cut  down  those  who  get 
$2000  twelve  pet  cent.  Then  we  will  do 
something.  But  no,  they  must  first  strike  at 
the  poor  man  who  has  to  work  ail  day  in  the 
broiling  sun  and  cold  weather.  The  reduction 
was  for  political  capital,  to  catch  the  taxpayers. 
The  iaea  of  any  man  advocating  such  a  thing  in 
the  Board  of  Aloermen,  and  accusing  mpmbsrs  of 
this  Council  as  be  did!  It  you  look  back  upon  ibe 
record,  you  will  rind  it.  My  feelings  are  moved 
when  I  see  the  por-r,  destitute  p-ople  iu  the  street. 
It  was  only  the  other  day  that  I  saw  a  barefooted 
child  looking  for  something  to  eat.  She  said  her 
father  usen  to  work  for  the  city,  and  be 
wan  discharged  six  weeks  ago,  and  when  he 
worked  he  was  allowed  ouly  tbree-qu alters 
lime,  and  the  result  was  whej  be  left  work  he 
had  n't  a  dollar  saved.  I  saw  that  child's  mother 
lying  sick  ticou  her  bed,  without  food  or  clothing, 
and  the  Alderman  who  offered  that  other  order 
had  this  man  discharged.  We  pay  enormous  sala- 
ries to  men  in  City  Hall  and  discbarge  the  poor 
laborers  in  the  stieet.  In  consultation  with  sev- 
eral of  our  -« orthy  taxpayers  I  find  that  they 
say  the  action  of  the  Aldermen  is  entirely 
wro  g,  for  the  reason  that  we  ought  to  wait 
till  the  iia  e  comes  to  reduce  all  the  sal- 
aries of  the  city.  I  don't  know  who  is 
*,o  be  the  Mayor,  but  we  pay  him  an 
immense  amount  of  money.  Vnd  out  junketing 
bill — look  at  the  amount  of  money  sp^nt.  Those 
men  are  willing  to  support  big  salaries,  but  f*ey 
will  not  give  anything  for  the  labor  of  the  poor 
man.  I  can  see  how  this  will  make  drm.kards.  If 
a  man  works  on  thr°e-quarcerstime,  when  he  goes 
home  it  is  cold  and  dreary  ;  he  has  no  fuel,  and  he 
goes  out  to  a  public  house  and  sits  cown  bv  a  fire, 
and  thev  keep  a  warm  fire  in  those  places.  By 
and  by  some  one  comes  in  and  asks  him  to  have  a 
drink,  and  the  poor  man,  heartbroken  and  desti- 
tute, gets  up  and  takes  a  drink,  ana  then  anotoer 
and  another,  until  tbe  result  is  he  is  drunk 
at  his  neighbor's  expense.  That  is  the  reason  of 
so  many  drunkards.  There  will  be  a  big  plumbing 
bill  tbis  year,  for  with  so  many  people  out  of  work 
the  lead  pipe  will  disappear  very  fast,  for  men 
muse  live.  I  hope  the  Council  will  do  something 
for  the  poor  man. 

The  order  was  refused  a  second  reading— 9  for, 
24  against. 

TAKEN  FROM  THE  TABLE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tbaeher,  City  Doc.  106,  viz., 
the  annual  repott  ot  tbe  Directors  for  Public  In- 
stitution* ;  and  City  Doc.  112,  viz.,  report  of  In- 
spector of  Buildings  in  relation  to  public  halls, 
etc.,  were  taken  trom  the  table  and  seot  up. 

On  motiou  of  Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3,  the  Coun- 
cil adjourned  and  stood  adjourned  to  Tuesday,  at 
four  o'clock  P.  M. 
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BOARD       OF       ALDER  ME  1ST 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

NOVEMBER    22,    1875. 


Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder 
man  Clark,  Cb  air  man,  presiding. 

THE  DEATH  OF  VICE  PRESIDENT  WILSON. 

The  following  was  received: 

Executive  Department,  ) 
Boston,  22d  November,  1875.     | 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council:  Gentlemen— 
The  M^yor  bas  tbe  painful  fluty  of  officiallv  com- 
municating to  ttie  Citv  Council  tbe  cad  intelli- 
gence ot  the  death  of  Henry  Wilson,  Vice  Piesi- 
dent  ot  tbe  United  Statos,  which  occurred  at  the 
National  Capitol  tbis  morning  at  7.20  o'clock.  The 
expressions  of  sorrow  wb:ch  bis  recent  seveie  ill- 
ness called  forth  from  tbe  representatives  of  all 
parries  and  classes,  ar.d  ihe  feeling  of  relief  mani- 
fested when  bis  speedy  recovery  and  return  to  the 
duties  of  bis  bigb  office  were  annoui  ced,  have 
shown  the  Kindly  sentiments  enteitained  for  him 
thiougboat  the  country  v.bich  be  b  >s  «o  long  and 
so  faithfully  server).  His  career  illustrated  in  a 
remarkable  manner  the  opportunities  which  are 
be  re  afforded  to  secure  the  highest  rewards  for 
bonest,  intelligent  and  well-directed  laboi  in  tbe 
puolic  servi  ;e.  Starring  from  toe  humblest  sta- 
tion m  life,  he  won  bis  way  by  hard,  unremitting 
toil  of  hand  and  brain  to  the  second  political  dosi- 
tion  in  tbe  ration.  To  the  qualiics  onwbichhis 
legitimae  success  is  founded  all  honor  is  due; 
and  it  is  fitting  that  you,  as  the  representatives  of 
tbe  city  wMch  he  has  so  often  and  so  ablv  served 
and  defended  m  tbe  national  councils,  sbould  re- 
cord rout  sense  of  tbe  lo>s  whicb  tnid  community, 
id  common  with  tbe  whole  country,  bas  sustained 
in  his  death.  Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayjr. 

Alderman  Stebbms  said — 

Mr. Chairman— We  are  agai' called  upon  to  pause 
in  our  proceedings  and  psy  grateful  homage  to 
the  memory  of  another  illustrious  representative 
man  of  our  Cornmonweaito.  Mv  personal  and  po- 
litical intercourse  witb  Mr.  Wilsor,  extending 
tbiough  many  yeais,  prompts  me  to  pay  a  tribute 
of  affectionate  remembrance  to  a  frier  d  whose  loss 
issowinelv  recognized/  I  am  aware  that  silence 
is  the  ^(-st  exponent  of  sorrow,  bat  I  feel  that  I 
should  do  injustice  to  those  whose  representative 
in  part  l  am  if  I  did  not  at  thi«  time,  in  common 
with  my  associates,  express  briefly  the  reeling  of 
sadness  which  pervades  a'l  hearts.  For  a  peiiod 
of  nearly  forty  year-  his  struggles,  defeats  and 
labors,  whicb  were  crowned  in  his  larer  years  with 
rev.  ard  and  no'.ior  have  oloselv identified  the  name 
of  Henry  Wil-on  with  the  history  of  Massachu- 
setts and  of  our  country. 

His  life  has  ever  been  an  incentive  to  the  com- 
mon people  in  their  aspirations  by  bonestpetsonal 
labor  to  reach  a  higher  level.  His  de  ,th  will 
teach  the  les-on  and  va'ue  of  pesonal  integrity 
wbch  enabled  him  to  withstand  the  temptations 
which  ever  surrounded  his  years  of  public  service. 
His  labors  in  behalf  of  the  oppie  sed  will  eodear 
hismemoiyin  tiieii  hearts,  and  on  the  memorial 
which  will  mark  his  last  resting  place  should  be 
engiaved," He  served  his  imperilled  country  faitn- 
fully,  withstood  temptations,  and  died  an  honest 
man." 

"The  good  and  the  true  never  die,  never  die ; 
They  live  in  our  hearts  ever  nigh,  ever  nigh." 

Mr.  Chairman,  The  communicatiov  you  have  pre- 
sented from  the  Executive  of  this  municipal  gov- 
ernment, fitly  expresses  the  sentiment*  of  our  citi- 
zens, and  I  de.ire  further  to  submit,  for  tbe  ap- 
proval of  the  City  Council,  the  following  resolu- 
tions, prepared  by  our  City  Clerk: 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Bosron  has 
heard  witb  piofonnd  sorrow  ot  the  decease  of 
Henry  Wilson,  that  distinguished  son  ot  Massa- 
chusetts whom  a  grateful  country  raised  to  the 
honorable  position  of  Vice  President  of  the  LTrit- 
ed  Stat:S. 

As  the  capital  of  Massachusetts,  this  city  espe- 
cially feels  the  loss  ot  a  statesman  who  was  al- 
ways the  champion  aod  defender  of  New  England 
on  tbe  floor  of  Congress. 

With  a  long  ann  varied  expeiience  in  public  af- 
fair-', witb  an  instinct  solely  tending  to  good,  with 
a  judgment  unerring  in  its  nature,  his  utierances 
n  his  country's  cause  were  always  charactenzed 


by  a  candor  which  attracted,  and  a  conviction 
which  ;  atisfied  his  bearer. 

Hs  cheerful  tooes  in  times  of  danger  and  disas- 
ter weie  an  eucouragement  to  tne  deJpondinj, 
and  his  countrymen  tui  tied  to  him,  as  tbe  ancient 
people  to  their  orophets,  for  words  of  hope  and 
comfoir,  whicb  he  was  ever  ready  to  besoow,  and 
which  always  proved  to  be  timely,  judicious  an r» 
wise,  rue  decease  of  such  a  man  at  this  time  of 
political  uncertainty  and  danger  is  indeed  a  pub- 
lic calamity,  wbicb  falls  with  peculiar  weight  op- 
on  this  com'ouoity  with  whom  he  daily  mingled. 

Ordered,  That  the  message  of  his  Honor  tbe 
Mayor,  together  with  the  foregoing  resolution,  be 
entered  on  the  records  of  the  City  Council,  and 
that  a  joint  special  committee  be  appointed  10 
join  bis  Horor  the  mayor  as  representatives  of  the 
City  Council  at  the  fin  eral  oi  tbe  d  ceased. 

The  resolution  was  passed  by  a  unanimous  ris- 
ing vote,  and  the  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Stebbins  and  Harris  were  appointed 
oo  paid  committee. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  tbe  Chairman 
was  added  to  tbe  committee. 

Severally  sent  down. 

JURORS    DRAWN. 

Ninety-two  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Ward. Officers— A  communication  wa«  received 
from  the  Mavor,  nominating  tor  tbe  approval  of 
tbe  Board,  in  accordance  with  tbe  provisions  of 
chapter  243  of  tbe  Acts  of  the  Legislature  of  1875, 
the  following-named  persons  to  act  as  ward 
officers  at  the  ensuing  municipal  election  : 

Wardl.  Warden-  George  T.  Sampron:  Clerk— 
Jeremiah  W.  Eogerty;  Inspectors— Ea  ward 
Pearl,  Clarence  P.  Lovell,  Anorew  M.  Morton  and 
Dexter  A.  Tompkins. 

Ward  2.  Wax  den— Nathaniel  Seaver;  Clerk- 
Daniel  W.  Palmer;  Inspectors— Patrick  Keenan, 
Michael  J.  DoHerty,  Frank  H.  Blaney  and  Ephraim 
Snow,  Jr. 

Ward  3.  Wa-den— M.  L.  P.  Heustis;  Clerk- 
John  Boardmab  ;  Inspectorc— Patrick  W.  Cotter, 
Frank  T.  Spinney,  George  Prescott  artd -Enoch  J. 
Clark 

Ward  4.  warden— Lyman  H.  Bigelow  ;  Cleik— 
William  L.  Bond  ;  In-pector*— S.ephen  G.  Jones, 
George  H.  Fultz,  Samuel  R.  Brintnall  and  Thorna* 
H.  Daly. 

Watd  5.  Warden— Horatio  Wellington  ;  Clerk— 
Tavlor  P.Thompson;  Inspectors— Ira  A.Worth, 
James  Smith,  Patrick  J.  Donovan  and  John  Mc- 
Loud. 

Ward  6.  Warden- George  D.  Ricker;  Clerk- 
William  N.  Stairett;  Inspector— Timothy  J.  Da- 
cey,  Daniel  F.Keiley,  Abraham  A.  O'Dowd  and 
Abel  B.  Munroe,  Jr. 

Ward  7.  Wait) en— Alfred  A.  Clatur;  Clerk- 
Henry  S:  Jones;  Inspectors— John  Newell,  Charles 
H.  Miner,  John  Jeffers  and  Be:na>  d  F.  Klyon. 

Ward  8.  Wai den— John  E.  Parker;  Clerk- 
John  J.Boyle;  Inspectois— Hemy  N.  Leavens, 
James  W.  Pieice,  Isaac  Chase  and  P.Houghton, 
Jr. 

Wa>d9.  Warden -William  P.  Blake;  Clerk- 
Frank  tfullsi  ;  Inspectors— William  P.  Knbn,  God- 
trey  Morse,  Joseph  C.  Greeley  and  George  W. 
Lowthei. 

Ward  10.  Wardeo—  Calvin  M.  Lewis;  Clerk— 
Cha  les  H.  Fiothtngham;  Ins  jectors— E.  Clarence 
Hovey,  Joseph  H.  Up:  am,  Humphiey  Pike,  Jr., 
and  Benjamin  J.  Remicb. 

Ward  11.  Ware  en— Charles  Havdec;  Clerk- 
Oscar  B.  Mowry;  !•  spect-rs— George  S.  Mann, 
Marshall  Goru<m,  Roger  Wolcott  and  Uriah  H. 
Coffin. 

Waid  12.  Warden— Iia  D.  Daveupori;  Clerk- 
Edwin  A.  Millard;  Inspectors— Walter  B.  Woods, 
Edward  J.  Jenkins,  A.  I.  Woodbury  and  Francis 
Havden. 

Ward  13.  Warden  — Hugh  Doherty;  Clerk— 
Richaid  J.  Fennellv;  Inspectois— Dudley  Pray, 
Richard  E.  Murphy,  John  Dowd  aod  John  J.  Cot- 
lev. 

Ward  14.  Warden— Charles  J.  Noyes;  Clerk- 
John  H.  Locke ;  Ins  oectors— Thomas  Burns,  Ja  oes 
Renfrew,  John  H.  GiHia  and  Henry  F.  Naphen. 

Ward  15.  Warden— Edward  B.  Blasland;  Clerk 
—John  H.  Rogeis;  Inspectors— Alban  S.  Green, 
Cbarles  E.  Spiller,  John  T.  O'Connor  and  John 
Cloonev. 

Ward  16.  Warden— Chailes  B.  Hunting:  Clerk 
—Frederick  A.  Wilkins;  Inspectois— Andrew 
Jacfc son,  Sullivin  M.  Waldron.  Robert  P.  Haioes 
and  William  H.  Stubbe. 
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Ward  17.  Warden— Samuel  W.  Cliffoul;  Clerk— 
Albert  E.  Pillsbury;  Inspectors—  Hiram  Johnson, 
Samuel  Rice,  Albert.  H.  Rhodes  ana  Henry  A. 
Pemberton. 

Ward  18.  Warden— Joseph  M".  Wightman ; 
Cleiii— John  Albree;  Inspectors— William.  H. 
Thomes,  Charles  E.  Foz,  J.  Quincy  Billings  and 
William  H.  Cbipman. 

Ward  19.  Warden— Albert  H.  Hopbins;  Clerk- 
George  A.  Comms;  Inspectors— Willram  H. 
Adams,  Albert  Thayer,  George  A.  Kohl  aod  J. 
Austin  Rogers. 

Ward  20.  Warden— William  Morse;  Clerk- 
Herbert  C.  Davis:  Inspectors— George  H.  Pike, 
Florentine  Ehret,  Edward  W.  Dolan  aod  Fratcls 
A.  Kemp. 

Ward  21.  Warden—  Willi iva  H.  Mcintosh ;  Clerk 
—George  E.  Richardson;  Inspectors — James  E. 
Brackett,  Abraham  G.  Wyman,  John  M.  Marston 
and  Matthew  R.  Walsh. 

Ward  22  Warden— Joshua  S.  Duncklee;  Clerk 
—Webster  F.  Warren; .  Iaspectors -Charles  W. 
Weeber,  Willard  H.  Sawtelle,  Richaro  B.  Smart 
and  James  H.  Rice. 

Ward  23.  Warden— Benjamin  E.  Cutter;  Clerk 
— Edward  P.  Butler;  Inspeeto  s — Abner  Cuilds, 
Frederic  Seaver,  Elias  T.  Bowthorp  aod  William 
H.  Spooner. 

Ward  24.  Warden— John  Pierce;  Cle>k—W.  D. 
C.  Curtis;  Insi_ectors — William  Withington,  Hen- 
ry B.  Davis,  Patrick  Norton  and  Joseph  E.  Hall. 

Special  Police  Officers— He^ry  B.  Shaw.  Har- 
rison avenue,  between  Hunneman  aid  Northamp- 
ton streets;  William  L.  Armor,  Charlestown  Neck; 
Oscar  M.  Wells,  horse  raiiroao  stables,  Broadway; 
Sidney  H.  Peaslee,  horse  railroad  stables  on  Sixth 
street. 
The  nominations  were  confirmed. 

BOSTON  AT  THE  CENTENNIAL. 

The  following  was  received  : 

Executive  Department,  ) 
Boston,  22d  November,  1875      ( 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council— I  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  ciicular  trorn  the 
Massachusetts  Commission  to  the  Centennial  Ex- 
hibition at  Philadelphia,  asking  the  City  Govern- 
ment to  furnish  certain  maps,  ticture.s,  statistics 
and  bistoiical  inf  >rmatim  lllustiative  of  :i  e  oast 
and  present  condition  of  Boston.  The  request  is 
one  well  worrt'y  of  your  consideration;  and  I 
would  respectfully  .suggest  the  appointment  of  a 
specia'  committee  upon  tbe  sabject. 

Samuel  0.  Cobb,  Mavor. 

Referred  *o  a  joint  special  committee,  consist- 
ing of  Alo'ermen  Biyelow  and  O'Brien,  with  such 
as  the  Common  Council  may  join.    Sent  down. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health,  on  the  Part  of  the 
Board.  George  B.  Thayer,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
new  wooden  stable  for  two  horses  on  Ashmout 
strees  between  Dorchester  aveime  and  Oarrutn 
street. 

Mary  A.  Smith,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old  wood- 
en stable  for  six  horses  on   Brighton  avenue. 

H.  W.Brted,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new  wooden 
stable  tor  two  horses  on   Cottage  street,  W-ad  16. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  J.  M.  Syl- 
vester, to  be  naio  for  services  rencered  to  small- 
pox patients  at  Charlestown  in  1872. 

Timothy  Murphy,  to  be  caid  lor  damages  caused 
by  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Bow  street. 

Mary  A.  Scott,  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  ir.  Cot .i age  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  John  Brown  et 
al.,  that  Bowen  stieet,  between  D  and  E  streets, 
be  better  lighted. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  James  W.  Mason, 
to  move  wcoeen  building  from  Bauer  street  to 
Spring  street,  Ward  17. 

Richard  W.  Baker,  to  move  a  wooden  building 
from  Centre,  through  South,  to  Cbilos  street. 

L.  W.  Spaulding,  to  be  oaid  for  gra;e  damages 
on  Fifth  street. 

J.  Alba  Davis  et  al.,  that  Newbern  street,  Ward 
23,  be  put  in  order. 

Frank  W.  Kittredge,  xor  edgestones  on  Egleston 
squat  e. 

Michael  F.  Lynch,  that  Mother  street,  Dorches- 
ter, bs  put  in  order. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Assessors'  Depart- 
ment. A.  G.  Stimson,  for  remission  of  a  portion  of 
tax  on  estate  45  4.11  en  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  James  A.  Kemp 
et  al.,  that  no  more  money  be  expended  on  the 
Kemp-atreet  se%er  on  its  piesent  plan. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 


Board.  Mary  L.  Fcnno,  to  be  paid  for  laod  taken 
to  widen  Bowdora  street. 

Lucretia  Stone,  to  be'  paid  for  land  taken  to 
widen  Bowdon  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  C.  F.  Clark,  for 
leave  to  maintain  a  projecting  lamp  at  68  Cause- 
way street. 

Benjamin  F.Stacev,  that  the  projective-  moitar 
at  the  junction  of  Bunker  Hill,  Vine  and  rafts 
streets  be  allowed  to  remain. 

F.  G.  Day  ton,  that  the  Italian  awning  in  fiont 
of  store  23  Avon  street  be  allowed  to  remain. 

N.  G.  PerKins,  that  the  awning  frame  in  front  of 
165  Bunkei  Hill  street,  Charlestown,  be  allowed  to 
remain, 

Aaron  Hook  et  al.,  tbat  awning  curtains  be 
allowed  to  rear  am  over  stoies  in  public  street-. 

W.  W.  Deaxb  m,  for  leave  to  maintain  rns  awn- 
ing sign  at  250  Hanovei  street. 

W.  &  A.  Bacon  et  al.,  that  their  names  on  awn- 
ings be  allowed  to  remaiu. 

W.  M.  Barrett,  that  his  mortar  be  permitted  to 
remain  at  corner  of  Came  en  street  and  Shaw  tout 
ave-ue. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  J.  Howes  Dyer  for  leave  to 
erect  a  wooden  building  ou  Anawan  avenue,  near 
Cenlral  station,  Ward  17. 

PETITION  FOR  STEAM  ENGINE, 

A  petition  was  received  from  the  Boston  Button 
Company  for  a  st^am  boiler  at  corner  jf  Oliver 
aud  Purchase  streets,  and  an  order  of  notice  was 
passed  foi  a  heati  og  thereon  ou  Dec.  13th,  at  four 
o'clock  P.  M. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Office  Hours  for  Departments.  Report  and  ordi- 
nance to  establish  office  hours  for  the  several  de- 
partments of  the  city. 

Alderman  Stebbios  called  attention  to  the  fact 
th  *t,  by  the  approval  of  i  he  City  Conned,  the  of- 
fice of  the  City  Registrar  is  open  on  Sundays  for 
the  convenience  of  undertakers  from  11  A.  M.  to 
12  M.,  at.d  that  of  tbe  Chief  of  Police  is  opeu  on 
Sunday. 

Alderman  Quincy  said  the  ordinance  did  not 
apply  to  the  case  of  1  he  Chief  of  Police,  though 
the  et  aer  case  was  brought  to  bis  attention  for 
tbe  first  time,  and  he  suggested  a  recommittal. 

Alderman  Steborussaid  it  could  be  au.e,nded, 
but  on  motion  of  Aldermen  Power  the  teport  was 
recommitted  to  tbe  Joint  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances.   Sent  aown. 

Bridges.  Report  and  ordinance  to  amend  ordi- 
nance relating  to  bridges  so  as  to  provide  for  an 
election  of  a  Supeiintendent  of  Mjudc  Washing- 
ton-avenue Bridge. 

Alderman  Stebbins  called  attention  to  the  fact 
that  the  name  of  the  avenue  will  be  a  duplicate 
of  a  similar  name  a  short  distance  from  there. 
Easern  avenue  now  leads  from  Atlantic  aver.ue 
to  tbe  South  Ferry,  and  has  been  so  caUed  for 
many  years;  anu  it  is  prouosetl  to  call  rue  nevY 
avenue  from  Atlantic  avenue  to  South  Boston  by 
the  same  name.  Great  inconvenience  has  already 
been  occasioned  in  the  oelivery  of  letters.  He 
spoke  from  personal  kuowledge,  as  his  place  of 
business  is  on  old  Eastern  avenue.  The  Chaii  man 
ban  suggested  that  it  be  called  Congress  avenue, 
which  would  be  a  good  name,  as  it  is  a  continua- 
tion of  Congress  street  from  South  Boston.  Du- 
plicate, tames  of  streets  should  be  avoided,  and 
the  difficulty  can  be  bettei  obviated  now  than 
after  the,  ordinance  takes  effect.  He  moved  that 
it  be  called  Congress-avenue  Bridge. 

The  Chairman  said  the  City  Clerk  had  raised 
the  ooint  that  it  is  recognized  as  Eastern  avenue 
by  statute.    ■ 

Alderman  St.ei.bins  said  lis  brought  the  matter 
before  the  Committee  on  Paving  last  year,  but 
they  reported  ba,ck  inexpedient;  also,  this  year, 
but  it  bar;  never  been  attended  to. 

The  Chairman  statett  tint  it  was  recognized  as 
Eastern  avenue  in  tbe  agreement  between  the 
State,  city  of  Boston,  Boston  Wharf  Company  and 
Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Company. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Wo  thmgtoii.the  teport 
wa<  recommitted.    Sent  down. 

Public  Institutions.  Report  and  order  for 
Mayor  to  petition  for  such  a  modification  of  sec- 
tion 11  of  chapter  178  of  Geneial  Statutes  as  will 
place  the  Boaro  of  Directors  tor  Public  Institu- 
tions uudex  the  control  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
as  Inspectors  of  Prisons,  etc.,  for  the  purpose  of 
an  examination  of  their  accounts,  etc.  Order 
passed,    Sent  down. 

City  Architect.  Report  and  ordinance  to  estab- 
lish the  office  of  City  Architect. 
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ATderuiau  Worthington — Why  was  it  reported 
in  thio  wav?  All  other  heads  of  departments  are 
elected  D5  the  City  Council ;  this  one  is  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 
It  is  one  of  tie  nest  lmportart  offices  we  have, 
and  the  present  Architect  is  saving  the  city  $50,- 
000  or  $G0,000,  if  not  $100,000,  a  yeai.  We  have  a 
verv  efficient  young  man,  but  how  do  we  know  but 
a  new  committee  mav  co'rae  in  next  yeai,  and  he 
mav  be  removed.  The  ordinance  should  be 
amencefl  so  that  he  can  be  elected  bv  concurrent 
vote,  the  same  as  the  Superintendents  of  Sewers, 
Health  and  Public  Buildings,  unless  the  -e  is  grooa 
reason  to  the  contrary. 

Alarman  Piescott — I  believe  it  is  not  true  that 
all  the  Superintendents  are  elected  by  concurrent 
vote  of  both  branches  of  the  Government.  I 
think  ibat  one  superintendent  is  elected  by  a 
committee  of  which  the  Aldermen  froaj  Ward  15 
is  a  member.  It  is  entirely  immate-ial  to  me 
whether  the  City  Architect  be  elected  by  the  City 
Councilor  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings; 
neve'  tbeless,  I  rhink  hei-  more  directly  under  the 
cha/"'-  of  a  joint  committee  than  any  other  head 
of  a  oeoaitm^nt.  The  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  have  cba'ge  of  ibe  eiectim  or  a'teration 
or  all  public  buikMngs,  and  it  seems  to  me  that 
tbpy,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  BuiPiigs,  must  r  eces~arily  be  better 
judges  of  the  qualifications  of  a  City  Arch- 
itect (ban  perhaps  th*  City  Council  would 
be.  I  suppo«°d  the  ordinance  was  framed 
that,  the  City  Architect  might  he  recognized 
as  the  heact'  of  the  department,  and  to  fol- 
low outtheiule  adopter  last  yea>  when  the  office 
was  first  established.  It  would  be  quite  as  well  to 
let  it  r°mai'..  as- it  is  row,  although  I  know  the 
gentleman's  argument  for  a  concurrent  e  ectijn 
has  some  force,  but,  unless  some  stronger  objec- 
tion is  made  it  might  stand  as  reponer.  I  desire 
to  move  an  amendment  m  anothe.  particular  as 
follows: 

Ame  d  section  1  by  striking  out  "is  authorized 
to  perform  any  work  where  the  services  of  ao  ar- 
chitect is  required,"  a od  inseruug  therein  "may 
require  ihe." 

The  force  of  my  amendment  is  this:  The  section 
as  reported  reads  in  pait  asfollows:  "Whenever 
a  board,  com mitiee  oi  head  of  a  deDartmeot  in 
the  City  Governmeotis  authoriz-dto  perform  acy 
work  where  the  s-rvices  of  an  architect  are  re- 
quire c,  the  said  services  shall,  unies«  otherwise 
ordeied,  be  performed  by,  oiuLder  the  direction 
of  the  City  Architect." 

Doubtless  it  will  happen  that  a  board,  commit- 
tee, oi  hea^  of  a  department  mav  require  the 
services  of  the  City  Architect  in  preparing  plans 
to  ti able  them  to  procure  estimates  to  report  to 
the  City  Council  before  thty  are  authorized  to 
mafce  any  expenditures.  As  amended  it  will  read 
as  follows: 

"Whenever  a  board,  committee,  or  head  of  a  de- 
partment in  the  City  Government  may  require 
the  services  of  an  arcbitect,"  etc. 

As  it  read*  now  the  City  Architect  canuot  be 
employed  to  do  any  work  in  getting  up  plans  un- 
less that  committte  or  board  is  autho  ized  to  per- 
form the  work.  My  point  is  that  the  committee 
ot  board  may  require  the  services  of  the  City 
Architect  in  preparing  plans  to  present  to  the 
City  Council  in  asking  fot  an  appropriation  there- 
for to  show  what  they  desire, — that  they  may  re- 
quire the  services  of  the  City  Architect  before 
they  aie  authorized  to  expend  any  mooey  in  doing 
any  work. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  fail  to  see  how  this 
officer  is  to  be  any  more  under  toe  complete 
control  ot  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
than  tn°  Superintendent  of  Stwers  is  under  the 
Committee  on  Seweis,  or  tbe  Superintendent  of 
streets  un<ttr  the  Paving  Committee.  Nothing 
can  be  done  by  either  of  those  officers  without 
coining  to  the  City  Government  for  authority  to 
spend  the  money.  He  is  just  as  much  a  creature 
of  the  Cloy  Council  as  any  of  tbe  others,  and 
sho^d  be  an  officer  of  the  city  and  not  of  the 
committee,  though  he  may  work  unde;  tbem.  Un- 
doubtedly they  will  have  mora  to  do  with  him 
than  any  other  committee;  >>ill  he  is  a  city  officer 
and  should  be  elected  by  the  City  Council.  Then 
th-re  is  another  point,  out  perhaps  the  ameud- 
ment  of  the  Alderman  will  meet  it,  and  that  is 
that  oo  other  department  can  employ  the  City 
Architect  without  asking  leave  of  the  Committee 
on  Puohc  Buildings.  Last  year  they  wanted  to 
erect  a  building  for  the  Lamp  Department,  and 
they  not  only  had  to  ask  for  his  services,  but  were 


refused.      This  year  ther*  has  been  no  ttoubie  of 
that  kind.    Now  it  is  proposal  to  make  him  a  city     \ 
officer  and  I  think  he  snould  be  elected  the  same 
as  the  othe'  s. 

Alderman  Power — Tbe  Superintendent  of  Print- 
inn,  to  whom  the  Alderman  from  Ward  9  alluded, 
is  appointed  by  the  Mayor  with  the  approval  of 
the  Comuait'.ee  on  Priming;  and  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Lamp-  is  appointed  by  tbe  Mayor  and 
Aldermen.  The  ordinance  should  not  p-rss  in  its 
present  for;m.  I  can  see  no  reason  wny  this  officer 
should  not  he  subject  to  *his  Governmeur  just  ths 
same  as  ail  oth*r  superintendents  and  heads  of 
departments  are,  with  these  two  ex  eptions. 
Since  I  have  hatl  the  honor  of  a  seat  at  this 
boa-d  I  know  that  these  two  appointments 
have  given  lis*  —  and  very  justly,  too,  I 
think  —  to  a  jealousy  in  ocher  departments, 
by  officers  who  have  to  go  through  tbi-  Board  and 
the  Couactl  tor  a  reelection.  I  have  otten  thought 
of  having;  tbe  ordinance  alrer-d  so  that  these  Itvo 
officei°  shall  oe  elected  by  concurrent  vote  of  the 
City  Cou'Cil,  becai.se  of  the  jealousy  ic  has 
caused.  The  heads  of  all  other  departments  seem 
to  think  these  two  officers  a'e  special  favotites, 
and  entirely  clear  of  having  to  run  the  gauctlet  of 
an  election  by  the  City  Government.  It  would  be 
safe  to  put  thei'  election  in  the  hands  of  the  City 
Council.  Never  since  I  have  been  here  has  a  good 
officer  been  displaced,  and  no  attempt  has  been 
made  to  displace  o:e.  On  the  whole,  I  think  it  is 
more  satisfactory  tor  the  Government  to  have  the 
election  of  all  the  officers,  and  I  bops  that  will  be 
the  course  pursued  with  chis  officer. 

Alderman  Prescott's  amendment  was  adopted. 

Alderman  Worthington  moved  to  amend  the  or- 
dmaoce,  by  striking  our  all  relating  to  the  appoint- 
ment by  J  he  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  <>nd 
amend  so  that  he  shall  be  elected  bv  concurrent 
vote  of  tbe  City  Council. 

Alderman  Quit  cy— It  was  reported  m  this  form 
simply  because  it  was  deemed  expedient  uo  estab- 
lish by  ordinance  that  which  was  first  establisaed 
by  orders.  The  committee  thought  that  ft  e sbould 
get  as  gcoi  a  man  bv  appointment  as  by  an  elec- 
tion; still  tnere  is  "oti'ethiog  to  be  said  in  favor  of 
an  election,  and  if  it  is  deemed  aavisable  it  had 
better  be  recommitted  to  the  committee  to  make 
these  changes. 

Aloennan  Wortbmgton  moved  that  tbe  report 
be  recommitted,  with  instructions  to  report  an 
ordinance  providi'g  for  tbe  election  of  ?  City 
Architect  by  the  Common  Council. 

Aldertran  Prescoct— I  ttpok  it  had  better  be  re- 
comrnitrea  with  instructions  to  consider  the  ex- 
x  ediency  ef  reporting  such  an  ordinance.  Per- 
haps the  committee  might  think  it  better  ro  have 
the  officer  appoinfd  than  elected.  I  don't  mean 
to  say  but  what  I  soall  -approve  oi  an  election; 
but  still  I  think  it  is  a  matter  worshy  of  consider  a- 
tion  before  it  is  passed  upon  definitely.  The  posi- 
tion of  the  Ci^y  Arcbitect  will  be  diffei  ent'  to  a 
certain  extent  from  that  of  the  tead  of  any  other 
heaa  of  a  department.  He  not  only  acts  as  City 
Architect  out  also  as  Assistant  Superintendent  of 
Builoings.  I  thiok.fbe  commit  ee  should  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  this  matter. 

Alderman  W  titbington— If^the  gentleman  wrsh- 
es  to  make  an  amendmeot  to  that  effect,  Ipropose 
totestcbe  question  whether  we  shall  have  an 
elective  or  appointed  officer.  I  have  no  objections 
to  a  tesi  vote. 

Alderman  Prescott  moved  to  amend  the  instruc- 
tioas  so  tiiat  the  committee  should  consider  tbe 
expediency  of  repot  ''lug,  etc. 

Alderman  Power— I  hone  that  motion  will  not 
prevail.  The  beads  of  other  departments  feel 
that  the  appointment  of  thes.e  Superintendents  of 
Pria:ing  and  Lamps  is  rathtt  an  injustice  to  them. 
Tr  has  given  rise  to  a  gteaf  dQal  of  just  jealousy 
in  otner  departments,  and  the  othe'i  officers  look 
upon  it  as  a  great  preference.  I  think  those  two 
officers  should  be  elected  by  the  whole  City  Gov- 
ernment, instead  of  beiug"  chosen  in  the  manner 
chey  are. 

Alderman  Prescott— If  thoi'e  are  the  visws  of 
the  Alderman,  why  don't  he  move  an  amendment 
providing  foi  a  report  and  ordinance  that  the  Su- 
perintendents of  Lamps  and  Printing  and  the 
Sealers  of  Weigbts  and  Measures  and  some  other 
officers  shall  be  elected  cy  concurrent  Tote  of  the 
ttto  branches.  I  should  prefer  to  have  the  com- 
mittee first  con  icier  the  expediency  of  so  doing. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  care  and  lighting  of 
the  streets  is  placed  by  sta"ufe  in  the  hands  of  the 
Mayor  and  Board  of  Aldermen  ;  bat  so  far  as  the 
superintendent  is  concerned,  t  have  no  doubt  he 
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would  ^e  perfectly  willing-  to  be  elected  by  toe 
City  Council,  tbe  same  as  the  others,  u  could  be 
legally  done. 

Aider  <nao  Prescott's  amendment  to  tbe  instruc- 
tion t  was  lost,  and  Alderman  Worthington's  mo- 
tion prevailed. 

Sent  down. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  FOR  CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Petitions  were  refer:ea. 

Oroer  for  tbe  Cocbituate  Water  Bo>;rd  to  repoit 
in  print  on  the  high-service  svst  in,  and  the  pio- 
posed  nftw  cuaiapipe.    Passed. 

A  reuort  or  Inspector  o<~  Buildings  on  modes  of 
egress  trom  toe  pub  ic  balls,  theatres,  rtc.  (City 
Doc.  No.  112),  cauie  up;  r-f erred  to  Committee  on 
Survey,  etc.,  of  3uiMiags.    C  incurred. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  tbe  peiition  of 
John  A.  Uaivey,  toi  graae  carnages  on  Fellows 
street.    Accepted. 

Amendment  to  oidei  relating  to  aiaposal  of 
house  offal,  so  that  the  city  shall  dispose  of  it  di- 
rectly to  applica  its  it  the  termination  of  tbe  ex- 
isting contract.    Concurred. 

Order  tor  aopoi'itmeat  ot  a  committee  (Messrs. 
Day,  Newton  and  Lappen  to  be  joined)  to  confer 
with  the  Di  ectors  ol  the  Eastern  an  i  other  steam 
railroads  at  E  "t  Bosion  for  relocation  of  their 
respective  tracks  in  order  to  secuieth?  public 
safety.  Passed,  aao  Aliermeh  Burrage  and  Viles 
appointed  on  said  committee. 

TRUANT  SCHOOL  AND  SMALLPOX  HOSPITAL. 

A  report  of  Committee  oa  Public  Institutions 
came  up  on  classification  of  inmates  of  the  House 
of  Reformation  (City  Doc.  No.  106).    Accepted. 

A  report  on  establisbici-  a  Home  for  Truants 
aod  Vagraots  (City  Doc.  No.  113)  came  down  with 
passage  of  majority  order  to  devote  the  Marc=Jla- 
street  Hospirai  foi  this  purpose,  at  a  cost  of  $10,- 
000;  also  of  minority  oi 'dei  for  ibe  D'irchase  of  a 
hospital  for  $25,000,  for  accommodation  of  pa- 
tients afflicted  with  contagious  diseases. 

Aloerman  Prescott— This  matter  come  ■  to  us  in 
rather  an. unusual  state,  to  say  cbe  least.  It  is  in 
re  anon  to  tbe  removal  of  truant  and  vagrant 
cbildreu  from  toe  public  institutions  to  a  separate 
place,  aad  1  he  result  of  the  committee's  melibeia- 
tionsis  two  reports.  Tb»  fir-t  oider  appended 
to  the  majority  report  provioes  for  taking  tbe 
Mari' el  la-street  Hospital  for  a  truant  school,  and 
the  minority  order  is  for  tae  purchase  of  a  site  for 
a  smallpox  hospital.  Both  of  thee  orders  were 
passed  by  tie  Common  Council — an  unusual  step 
to  take,  to  say  tf.e  least  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
City  Council  should  take  co  steps  to»arcs  tarsine: 
tbe  Marcella-street  Hosoital  from  the  Boa  d  of 
Health  until  another  and  a  suitable  place  for 
a  smallpox  hospital  is  provided.  That  is  the 
gxounu  I  take  in  the  minority  ieport.  This  matter 
has  repeatedly  bem  before  tee  Citv  Government 
in.  one  foim  or  a  other  for  tbe  pa-t  two  years. 
Twice  the  Committee  on  Ht-alth  have  been  au- 
thorized to  provid-  another  place  for  tie  treat- 
ment of  srnalKox  patients,  with  the  view  of  riv- 
ing up  the  valuable  pro oertv  now  used  for  that 
purpose  on  MarceUa  street.  I  am  heartily  in 
favor  ot  giving  it  up  ;  it  is  too  valuable  vo  be  used 
for  such  a  punose.and  the  people  living  in  the 
vicinity  have  a  iiaht  to  <  oinpiain  of  i:s  being  so 
occupied.  Nevertheless,  m  view  of  th,-.  mpgui- 
tude  of  this  city  of  350,000  inhabitants, a  single  oay 
should  not  pass  without  some  suitable  place  to  treat 
patients  intecten  with  noxio-is  oiseasr-s.  The  Mar- 
ceUa street  buil  ding  was  fir -t  taken  by  the  Board  of 
Health  in  the  eany  part  or  1873  andu-edasa 
smallpox  hospital;  and  when  the  epidemic  en- 
tirely ceased,  the  question  naturally  aiose,  what 
should  be  don«  with  that  property.  Accordingly 
on  tne  21st  of  Septembei,  1873,  tbe  following  order 
was  passed  by  toe  City  Council : 

"Ordered,  That  with  a  view  to  theearlv  closing 
ot  the  present  building  on  MarceUa  street,  now 
occupied  as  a  ■mallpox  hosoital,  the  Board  of 
Health  be  resoectfully  rt  quested  to  communicate 
to  the  City  Counc'l  what,  in  their  judgment,  are 
the  requirements  of  tbe  citv  for  a  permanent  bos- 
pi  iai  for  tbe  treatment  of  persons  sufCeiing  from 
small  oox  or  other  contagi  us  diseases." 

O  i  the  day  after  that  oroer  was  received  by  the 
Board  ot  Health  tney  reported  as  folio »s: 

"To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Coun- 
cil of  Boston:  Gent'emen — In  compliance  with 
yo;r  order  of  April  25, 1873,  concerning  the  "early 
closing  of  Marcella-street  .Hospital,  and  tbe  re- 
quirembnts  of  the  citv  for  a  permanent  one  for 
the  treatment  of  smallpox  and  other  contagious 
diseases,"  we  beg  to  state  that,  in  our  opinion,  a 


pernanent  hospital  for  such  a  put  pose,  situated 
upon  a  dry  and  healthy  site,  conveniently  accessi- 
ble, is  aosoluteiv  necessary. 

That  the  Marcellia-stteet  Hospital  is  tbe  ooly 
suitable  one  nos?  in  the  bauds  of  the  Board  of 
Health. 

That  the  Swett-street  Hospital  was  abandoned 
on  account  ot  beirg,  in  the  opinion  of  tMs  board, 
and  that  of  a  large  number  of  the  leading  phy- 
sicians of  Boston,  situated  in  a  very  unsuitable 
location  for  the  successful  tieatmeo'c  of  our  un- 
fortunate patients. 

Triat  tbe  ooard  has  been  vigilant  in  the  search 
of  some  more  suitable  location,  and  believe  it  has 
succeeded  in  final  t  g  one,  suitable  and  accessible, 
and  more  iolated  thau  that  on  Marcell..,  street. 

The  board  would  therefore  recommend  that 
some  early  action  be  taken  by  the  City  Council, 
with  a  view  to  purchs.siog  a  lot  and  erecting 
thereon  a  hospital  tor  the  reception  of  persons 
having  a  di;eaae  daugerou»  to  the  public  health. 

By  direction  of  the  Board  of  Health. 

C.  E.  Davis,  Jr.,  Clerk." 

A  sice  was.  recommended  for  purchase  by  the 
City  Government,  which  was  in  the  Dorchester 
District;  but  for  some  reason,  not  necessary  to 
explain,  ir  was  not  secuted.  The  Bo  rd  of  Heal.h 
in  their  repori  of  tbe  nextyar  callej  tbe  atten- 
tion of  the  Citv  Council  to  the  fact  that  the  hospi- 
tal on  Marctlia  street  was  still  on  their  hands,  ao 
other  place  having  yet  been  p:ovid  d,  and  they 
urged  the  City  Council  to  provide  some  other 
place,  as  they  have  always  desireo  to  relinquish 
it.  Accordingly  last  year  an  order  was  passed 
authorizing  tns  Com uuittee  on  Health  to  select  a 
site  for  a  hospital,  at  an  expense  of  $25,000,  and 
they  v  ere  not  obliged  to  report  to  th-  City  Coun- 
cil. The  Alderman  f  10m  Ward  15.  who  vas  chaii- 
man  of  the  committee  last  year,  aad  is 
also  this  yfar,  stated  that  if  he  bad  full 
authority  given  him,  bj  could  select  a  place  with- 
out delay.  Full  power  was  given  him,  simp.y  re- 
quiring that  the  site  should  be  approved  by  the 
Bofcrd  of  Realth  and  its  purchase  concui  red  in  by 
tbe  Mayor.  Nevertheless  no  siteh.  s  been  pur- 
chased, thougb  I  have  undetstood  that  a  place 
which  was  selected  was  fully  concurred  in  bv  the 
Board  of  Health.  Now  it  is  proposed  lotake  tbe  hos- 
pital away  without  providing  another,  and  I  desire 
to  enter  mv  protest  against  it.  I  am  not  content  to 
allow  this  city  to  remain  a  single  day  without  a 
proper  place,  sit  later*  u oon  dry  and  high  land,  aDd 
easy  of  access,  wber»  good  medical  aid  cau  o  sum- 
moned witnout  delay,  ana  wheie  patients  can  be 
treated  as  thej  should  be.  It  is  true  we  ha vi  no  epi- 
demic no  w  and  are  not  likely  to  have  one ;  but  the 
smallpox  prevails  in  othet  States,  there  having 
been  thirty  deaths  out  ot  300  cases  in  Brooklyn 
last  week.  It  seems  to  me  that  a  proper  regard 
for  the  public  health  requires  that  «e  should  not 
take  away  this  hospital  uii'il  aioper  accomaioda- 
tions  are  provided.  The  prooer  action  to  b  taken, 
it  appeals  to  me.  is  to  l£.y  the  first  oider  upoa  the 
tabls;  and  pass  the  second  one.  When  a,  site  for  a 
hiSDitat  is  selected,  I  shall  vote  cheerfully  m  fa- 
vor of  taking  the  MarceUa-sueet  building  for  a 
school  for  truants,  and  not  before. 

Alderman  Wo:  thmgton— It  is  true  wbat  the 
Aloerman  savs  in  relation  to  tho  takiag  of  the 
Mat  cella— -treet  Hospital  in  1873,  and  in  regard  to 
the  committee  b»-i  ig  emoowerea  to  purchase  a 
hospital  tor  $25,(100 ;  but  I  think  he  does  not  state 
the  whole  case.'  Tne  hospital  was  taken  with  the 
express  agreement  on  the  part  of  the  M;iyor  and 
Commiitee  on  Health  that  it,  should  be  *h  veil  up 
the  moment,  tbe  epidemic  was  passed.  When  the 
epidecoic  passed,  the  Board  of  Health  said 
they  had  no  other  oiace.  There  have  been  no 
serious  cases  ot  smallpox  since.  In  the  opinion 
of  some  of  the  committee  we  have  all  the  small- 
pox accommodations  we  need  at  Gallop's  Isl- 
and, whicn  ha?.  Cetn  earned  on  fo  a  number  of 
years.  They  have  a  physician,  keener, fanner  and 
wife, and  tbe  place  is' maintained  at  an  expense  of 
some $5000  a  year  for  the  solo  purpose  of  taking 
caie  of  ship  feve  and  smallpox;  and  they  hoive 
tne  stean'ei  Samuel  Little  built  expressly  to 
carry  patients  to  and  from  the  island.  I  fully  be- 
liev  *  it  ctn  be  demonstrated  that  patients  are  a 
great  deal  better  if  carried  to  the  island  on  a 
steamer  fitted  up  expressly  for  the  purpose,  and 
there  receive  the  best  possible  treatment.  The 
committee  started  out  last  year  with  tne  intention 
of  purcharmg  a  smallpox  hospital;  they  visited 
any  number  of  places  and  found  two  or  three  that 
the  Board  of  Health  approved.  But  before  they 
could  purchase  any  ,-ite  remonstrances  came  in  so' 
strong  and  num pious  (bar  tbe  com mitlee  were  com- 
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pelled  10  telinquisb  it.  We  were  not  permitted  to 
purchase  aplase  anywheie  without  strong,  urgent 
remonstrances  coming  in  ;au^  that  will  be  the  case 
again,  I  have  oo  objectioj  tu  passing  the  oxder, 
but  I  tell  you  if  \  ou  select  a  place  anywhere  ^itn- 
in  toe  cty  limits  you  will  find  the  same  objections 
we  1'ouM  last  year.  I  think  a  majority  of  the 
committee  vere  convinced  that  the  patients  were 
far  better  if  carried  to  th=  island.  The  offer  was 
made  tbatit  an  epid<-mi  •  occuried  we  would  join 
the  Board  of  Ueait'i  in  taking  any  estate  ic  the 
city  t  hev  see  fir,  or  in  covering  up  one  of  the  East 
Boston  terry-boats  and  Seating- it  with  steam,  so 
that  a"  axbulance  can  be  diiven  uioa  it,  ano  the 
patient  he  taken  to  the  island  without  be- 
iig  removed  from  the  ambulance,  and  so 
that  he  will  not  be  trun.iled  over  th* 
pavement  through  the  city,  a">d  scacrer  the 
epioemic  everywhere  h»  goes.  I  have  talked  with 
physicians,  and  tr.ey  agreed  that  that  would  be 
tne  best  wav.  I  dirt  not  speak  to  one  physician 
but  <;  ho  believed  it  would  be  best  to  carry  the  pa- 
tients to  the  island,  where  the  air  is  pure.  I  t  ink 
it  cao  be  demonstrated  that  more  pati-  nts  recov- 
ered at  the  island  ihan  at  Marcella  stteet,  and  I 
think  you  will  find  by  the  reco-d  that  the  most 
deep'  rate  cases  were  sent  to  the  island.  If  you 
purchase  a  ph.ce  at  West  Rozbury  or  Dorchester 
you  Rill  have  to  take  the  patients  foui ,  five  or  six 
miles  over  rhe  pavement.  Can  it  be  that  a  pa- 
tient v  ill  be  as  well  after  being  trundled  over  a 
pavement  that  way  as  if  be  weie  put  upon  a  rlose 
steamboat  and  taken  to  a  place  where  the  air  is 
pure  !>nd  he  can  have  all  necessary  attention? 
The  Boaro  or  Health  sa.y  r.  is  against  the  law  to 
take  them  to  the  island.  Woy?  Bscaue  it  is 
unsafe.  A  physician,  who  has  made  the 
smallpox  the  piactice  of  his  life,  says  it  is  safer 
to  carry  patients  to  the  island  in  mat  way  than 
to  trundle,  them  ihrough  toe  streets  in  an  ambu- 
lance. Ihe  Marcella-st'eet  Hospital  is  main- 
tained at  an  expense  of  $2400  a  year,  and  there 
have  been  five  cases  there  this  year,  two  from  the 
city  and  three  from  out  of  the  city,  the  latter  giv- 
ing as  a  rvason  tor  coming  her-  that  we  had  bet- 
ter facilities  for  ti eaten ent  than  thev  coulo  find  io 
their  own  cities.  Ic  is  tiue  they  pa'd  their  .ex- 
penses, so  far  as  a  bill  could  be  made  out.  In 
1873-4  tee  actual  cost  of  patients  at  ihe  Massachu- 
setts Hospital  was  f>55  a  day,  and  the  Si  ate  paid 
for  ooe  of  the  patients  at  that  rate.  But  at  that 
rate  we  had  better  send  them  to  the  Tremont 
House.  If  there  is  a  case  of  smallpox  io 
the  city  the  Board  of  Health  can  close  up  the 
house  and  prohibit  intercourse  with  outside 
parties,  and  make  the  placs  a  hospital  itself. 
They  can  take  any  house  in  the  subuibs  today, 
for,  by  the  statute  law,  ttey  h  vp  more  power 
than  the  city  of  Boston  has.  There  have  been  five 
epidemics  iw  Bo-ton  since  I  have  beea  here,  and 
they  have  started  for  want  of  vaccination;  nut 
when  vaccination  has  been  effected  the  eaidemie 
has  stopped.  Men,  women  aad  childi en  have  re- 
cently been  vaccinated,  and  therefore  there  is  no 
danger  of  an  epidemic,  aco  there  will  not  be  any 
until  people  get  careless  again  in  regard  t>  vacci- 
nation; and  «*e  have  now  no  need  ot  a  hospital. 
If  we  do  rifted  a  hospital  we  have  one  proviced; 
and  if  ihe  Board  of  Health  do  not  care  to  accept 
it,  they  can  take  anv  place  they  choose.  There- 
fore I  think  we  should  take  thi  p'ace  for  a  truant 
school,  and  meet  the  smallpox  when  it.  comes, 
and  i  ot  continue,  this  expense  of  $2400  a  vear 
for  nothi.g.  I  do  not  know  a  place  io  the 
citv  that  can  be  purchased  foi  the  purpose 
without  very  strong  opposition.  If  the  Aid-  rman 
from  Ward  9  will  find  such  a  place  we  will  be 
obliged  to  bim.  We  aovertised  in  ihe  papers  for 
such  a  place,  but  the  momeot  a  sire  was  consider- 
ed a  great  cry  vi as  raised  against  it.  The  Board 
of  Health  approvt-o  three  or  four  different  places, 
but  we  could  not  pmchaseoneof  tham  on  account 
of  the  senous  opposition.  It  was  proposed  to  take 
a  portion  of  the  Austin  farm,  but  the  Directors 
tor  Public  Institutions  remonstrated  against  it. 
Then  we  went  to  another  place  in  me  city,  a 
quaiter  of  a  mile  from  theie;  I  don't  know  how  it 
was  louDd  out,  but  before  the  place  w*s  fairly 
considered  the  remonstrants  came  in  and  rotice 
was  served  that  rney  would  demaod  damages 
from  the  city.  That  will  be  the  way  in  every  part 
of  the  city. 

Alderman  Power — It  seems  to  me  thar  it  i9 
more  important  for  this  Board,  if  they  know 
that  an  evil  exists,  to  do  something  to  abolish 
it  than  to  borrow  trouble  about  imaginary 
evils  that  may  come.  "We  have  not  had  the 
smallpox   for   some     years;    but    we    have    an 


evil  thar  is  moie  disgraceful  to  the  city  of 
Boston  than  ever  the  smalluox  was,  and  which 
this  majority  order  pioposes  to  rerneoy.  Thete 
does  not.  seem  to  be  any  other  remedy  at  present, 
owing  to  the  state  of  the  finances  rt'the  ci'y,  and 
the  necessity  for  retrenchment.  It  is  a  disgrace 
to  keep  those  truant  children  oathat  island  at  a 
penal  institution,  associate  g  with  criminals 
every  flay.  It  doesn't  follow  tnat  a  boy  is 
criminal  because  he  is  a  truanr;  yet  tt.ey 
are  placed  there  where  they  are  being  vacoinat^o 
wich  crime  every  day.  This  evil  is  greater 
than  the  small  cox.  The  satisfies  show  that 
during  the  smallpox  the  mortality  was  greater 
at  Marcella  street  thau  at  Gallop's  Island, 
where  the  facilities  provided  will  answer  all  the 
demand  tor  the  treatment  of  those  affhct-iJ  with 
the  disease.  The  Committee  on  Hearth  had  au- 
thority to  buy  a  sice  for  a  smallpox  hospital  last 
year;  but  we  thought  we  would  not  be  justified 
in  was'ing  the  cuy  s  money  for  a  thiug  'hot  did 
not  seem  to  b>' necessary.  The  appropriation  was 
$25,000,  and  that  might  convey  the  imntession 
that  thar  would  be  the  cost  of  tti"  institution  ;  but 
eve  y  gentleman  knows  that  y>u  cannot  locate  a 
smallpox  ho  pita!  anywhere  without  doing  $100,- 

000  damages ;  and  I  say  the  citv  should  pay  all  the 
damage  it  does  to  any  man's  pror>eitv  by  the  loca- 
tion of  such  an  institution  in  his  neighborhood. 
It  is  difficult  to  e  timate  the  damage  done  to  tne 
propeityio  the  viciuity  ot  the  Marcel ia-street 
Hospital.  We  know  that  one  distinguished  citi- 
zen who  resided  close  to  it,  fled  from  the  ciry,  he 
w  as  so  fnghtenec' ;  and  I  know  of  one  or  two  mer- 
chants wno  closed  their  houses  and  fled,  and  I 
don't  know  whether  they  have  returned  or  not. 
The  whole  neighborhood  was  frightened.  That 
would  be  the  <ase  wherever  you  located  such  an 
institution.  Wehave  ample  accommodations  else- 
where for  such  patieuts.and  I  think  we  are  not 
w?iranted  m  keepi  -  g  that  large  property  there 
for  this  purpose.  There  is  a  greater  necessity  for 
remedyi  3g  this  disgraceful  evil  a^d  for  taking 
cate  of  those  boys,  and  I  hope  the  order  will  pass. 

Aldermen  O'Brieri — i  heartily  agcee  with  the  re- 
marks of  the  Alderman  from  Ward  15.  He 
has  certainly  spoken  my  seariments.  This  home 
for  trus,ct  boys  has  been  berore  the  City  Council 
for  a  number  of  years.  As  long  ago  as  1870  the 
Directos  for  Public  Institutions  called  attention 
to  the  fact  that  ben  s,  committed  for  no  crime,  vere 
surrounded  by  vice  and  degradation,  and  I  think  it 
is  a  shame  that  tb»  city  of  Boston  has 
not  ptovrded,  duiin«-  all  these  years,  a  better 
place  for  »be-e  children.  You  cannot  call  them 
criminals,  by  any  means.  If  a  proper  home  is 
provided  for  chsm,  as  this  Marcella-street  build- 
ing will  be,  I  have  no  dout  they  vail  grow  up  to 
be  useful  and  good  citizens.  In  relation  to  a 
smallpox  hospiral,  it  w"li  always  be  a  nuisance  io 
any  populous  neighborhood,  una  it  should  have 
been  removed  from  Marcella  straet  two  years  ago. 

1  know  that  the  Board  of  Health  are  very  far- 
seeing  gentlemen.  Thev  look  a  generation  oe  two 
into  the  future  and  think  they  cannot  give  un  this 
Hospital  unless  some  other  place  is  ptovioed  for 
them.  But  I  du  l  ot  think  they  will  refuse  to  recog- 
nize the  voice  of  the  City  Council  in  this  or  after.  I 
have  no  doubt  the  Committee  on  Health,  by  their 
advice,  will  find  a  suitable  place  for  ■>  smallpox 
hosoital.  I  hope  that  bom  the  majority  and  mi- 
nority orders  will  be  adopted,  for  I  believe  that 
will  satisfy  the  demands  of  all  citizens  in  relation, 
to  the  small oox  hospital  and  the  truant  school. 

Alderman  Power — I  forgot  to  say  in  corrobora- 
tion of  what  the  Alderman  from  Ward  15  said  in 
relation  to  the  ooat,  we  have  a  steamboat  built 
parfally  tot  thar,  purpose,  and  the  quarantine 
«eason  being  over,  from  now  till  next  summer  she 
will  oo  nothing  elce  but  to  attend  to  the  hospital 
on  the  island,  except  to  break  ice  in  tha  harbor 
when  it  is  oecessarv,  though  she  has  never  done 
that  up  to  this  time.  Tne  Ald-rman  remarked 
that  the  people  bad  the  assurance  of  the  Mayor 
and  the  (roveroment  that  the  hospital  should  be 
removed  from  Marcella  street  as  *oou  as  the  epi- 
demic was  ovai,  and  theie  now  seems  to  oe  no 
reason  for  maintaining  it  there. 

Alaerman  Buirage — I  think  the  ci'y  should  no 
longer  delay  to  take  a  place  to  separate  the  truant 
boys  from  the  criminals  and  drunkards  with 
whom  they  have  been  associated.  That  seems  too 
plain  for  argument.  But  in  regard  to  the  second 
order,  befoie  voting  for  that,  I  would  like  to  know 
the  opinion  of  physicians  in  regard  to  the  safety 
of  conveying  smallpox  patients  to-  GaJloo's  Isl- 
and. It  has  been  alleged  that  it  is  dangerous,  and 
I  should  like  to  know  the  opinion  of  the  City  Phy- 
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sician  in  regard  to  it.     If  it  is  proper  to  do  so,  I 
would  vote  for  the  oidei . 

Alderman  Powr — There  is  tio  question  aooiit 
what  the  City  Physician's  opinion  would  be  in  le- 
gard  to  it,  because  he  is  in  full  accoid  with  the 
Board  of  Health  woo  will  not  conse<  t  to  this 
change.  But  there  is  no  suoallpoz  in  the  city,  and 
therefore  it  is  not  a  question  whether  toe  patieiits 
will  iie  brutally  treaced.  Buc  tl  e  Alderman  from 
Ward  9  «  ill  not  deuv  that  tnose  boys  are  ireatui 
in  a  brutal  manner  by  associating  them  with 
baldened  ciirninals. 

Alderman  Prescoit— One  would  judge  from  the 
remarks  of  the  Aldermen  from  Warus  12  and  15 
that  I  differed  from  th-m  in  regard  to  the  expe- 
diency of  removing  th«  truants  from  Deer  Isl- 
and. 1  expressly  stated  that  I  do  not.  la  tbe 
liinirity  report  I  prjseored  I  said  that — 

'•The  undersigDeo  heartily  concui sin  the  re  corn- 
men  ation  tliat  a  suitable  place  should  be  provid- 
ed for  these  minors,  separate  an  1  apart  from  one 
pensil  i?:  stitutions,  and  he  is  of  opi  ion  that  ihe 
old  almsliouse  estate  is  well  adapted  for  tbe  tem- 
porary establishment,  at  least,  of  such  an  institu- 
tion ;  but  he  believes  that  the  public  health  might 
be  endangered  by  depriving  the  Boaid  of  Health 
of  a  place  to  which  smallpox  patients  can  be  re- 
moved without  delay,  and  vheie  they  can  receive 
prober  treatment  from   experienced  physicians/' 

The  Doint  I  make  is  that  w  should  r  ot  take  the 
Marcella  street  Hospital  until  eithet  the  committee 
or  ib"  Board  if  Health  pure  ha  e  some  other  place 
for  a  smallpox  hospital  If  tbe  Boaid  of  Health 
will  no  it  I  am  in  favor  •  f  aotnormng  them  to  do 
so,  with  tbe  approval  of  the  Mayor.  A  year  ago 
the  Alderman  from  Ward  15  took  the  same  ground 
that  1  do  today,  ard  said  be  knew  a  proper  pla  e 
tl  at  could  b>-  purchased  without  delay.  Now  be 
argues  in  favor  of  removing  all  pau<-ntsto  Gal- 
lop's Island,  irrespective  of  tbe  opinion  of  the 
Ci  y  Physician,  and  nearly  all  the  leading  phys- 
icians of  the  city,  that  tbe  place  is  unfit.  I  know 
of  n  ■  better  argument  than  that  educed  by  the 
Alderman  from  Ward  15  l?st  year: 

Their  physician  in  charge  of  smallpox  patierts 
says  it  is  a  great  hardship  to  expose  them  to  be- 
ing transported  ovet  ihe  water,  and  that  he  would 
uoder  no  enctmstances  recommend  it.  What  do 
we  have  physicians  for,  if  we  do  not  take  their 
word? 

Taat  is  just  the  ground  I  take  today,— that,  a 
smallpox  hospital  shall  be  provided  somewhere 
besides  at  Gallop's  Island,  which  our  Citv  Phy- 
sician tells  us  is  an  unfit  place.  The  Board  of 
Health  cannot  legalv  move  ceitaiu  patients  to 
Gallop's  Llanri,  and  I  believe  thai  at  some  sea- 
sons the  boat  camioi  get  tnem  there. 

Alderman  Harris— By  reason  of  the  ie  •? 

Alderman  Pi  escort — By  reason  of  th-  storms. 
The  Board  of  Health  cannot  remove  patients  to 
the  island  unless  they  can  do  so  without  endan- 
gering their  health.  In  1873  there  were  casus  thit 
Cuuid  be  removed  there,  and  others  that  could 
not.  There  have  been  cases  qf  smalloox  this 
year,  and  tntre  might  have  teen  others  if  there 
hadnotbe-.o  a  tit  place  to  teat  hem.  Two  of 
the  recent  cases  came  fi<m  tbe  mostden-ely 
settled  portions  of  South  Bostoo  ;  tho  board  were 
notified  immediately  and  the  resuit  was  that  no 
one  else  in  the  neH'hborboort  took  the  disea-el 
SUf/po^etbey  Dad  remained  there  a  d  a  hospital 
had  been  made  of  the  i  oase— what  damages 
would  the  city  have  had  to  pay?  The  Aluerman 
from  Ward  15  says  if  iheit,  is  an  »pioemic  be 
would  favor  establishing  a  smallpox  hospital; 
cut  it  seen/s  to  me  we  should  not  wait 
for  an  epidemic;  that  we  hau  better  hav  a  hospi- 
tal to  prevent  an  epidemic  aod  net  have  such,  a 
disgraceful  case  as  we  had  here  ic  1872-3,  when 
over  a  th  rasand  deatts  occurre '.  Aad  tbe  Aliei- 
man  spoke  of  the  expense  f  maintaining  a  sona'l- 
pox  hospital.  Would  the  tay pavers  begrndg>-  the 
uion-v?  He  speaks  of  $55  a  day  a«  tne  coxt  of 
maintaining  it.  1  saw  a  staiement  in  a  paper  the 
othet  day  of  the  cost  of  maintaining  tbe  smallaox 
hospital  in  Philadelphia.  Iris  from  Dr.  Benjamin 
Lee,  and  he  bases  his  figjres  uomi  the  actual  cost 
of  treating  patients  at  tbe  hospital,  the  loss  of  tt,,oe 
and  travel  to  and  from  the  city,  ana  toe  waste  of 
life,  anri  gives  the  astounding  ^um  of  $16,000,000. 
That  calculation  was  made  by  one  of  the  lead- 
ing physicians  of  that  cny.  But  I  don't 
propose  to  discuss  that  questioo  iti  relation 
to  Boston.  Ibe  Board  of  Health  have 
repeatedlv  said  tbev  were  in  tavo'-  of  giving  uo 
the  Marcella-stre  t  Hospital;  aad  the  Committee 
on  Health  last  year  favored  the  purchase  of  a 
more  convenient  site,  and    tbe    Alderman    from 


Ward  15  stated  that  he  knew  of  a  pla^e  he  could 
buy  if  he  had  tne  authority.  I  take  it  that  the 
com  rnittee  were  not  very  desirous  of  selecting  a 
site,  otbeiwise  theycouli  have  selected  a  place, 
within  this  city  of  thirty-five  square  miles  a:  ea, 
that  woul a  not  have  been  one-fourth  part  as  ob- 
jectionable as  the M <rcella-streer,  site.  The  Alder- 
man fiom  Ward  12  seems  ro  think  tbey  did'Dt 
ihink  it  necessary  to  spend  that  money. 
If  the  Committee  on  Heal  h  don't  wish  to  take 
the  responsibility,  let  us  pass  an  order  for 
the  Boardof  Health  to  select  a  place  with  the 
aporoval  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  I  thiuk. 
they  would  find  a  place  within  a  weetr.  When  that 
is  done  I  shah  favor  removing  the  tenants  to  the. 
JMarcella-street  building. 

Alderman  Stebbins — The  Alderman  from  Warl 
9  considers  that  it  would  not  be  a  greater  c-^se  of 
inhuman-  ty  to  k-  ep  the  truant  boys  at  Deer  Island 
than  to  be  without  a  smallpox  hospital  I  disa- 
gree with  him  entirely.  The  Alderman  fr^.m  Ward 
12  has  fairly  stateo  tbe  impoitance  of  at  once  pio- 
viding  a  suitable  place  wheie  these  truant  boys 
can  be  cared  for;  and  to  bring  moreforciby  to 
tn.8  members  ot  the  Board  the  lmpoitai  ce  of  it, 
let  me  relate  a  lit tie  incident  which  happened  on 
Saturday  last.  A  man  called  at  my  iesidence 
about  eight  o'clock  in  tne  eveoicg;  his  first  salu- 
tation was,  as  he  d.ew  a  letter  from  his  pocket 
"I  have  but  ore  thing  in  tnis  world,  and 
toat  is  my  bov."  He  said'  that  his  boy  had 
been  arrested  about  six  wteks  ago  for  truancy, 
and,  with  nis  cou-ent,  had  been  sent  io  the  island, 
he  supposing  at  the  time  that  it  was  the  Farm 
School  on  Thompson's  Island,  where  it  is  tot  a 
disgrace  to  oend  a  boy,  but  rather  a  credit.  He 
stated  that  about  a  week  later  he  found  to  his  hor- 
ror and  surpiise-  that  the  boy  was  a*  Deer  Island 
among  the  criminas,  and  from  that  bourn^  had 
not  been  able  to  sleep  at  nigot.  It  was  n't  the 
facttnat  the  boy  was  at  tee  1 -land  that  he  de- 
plored, but  that  the  b>y  was  Disgraced  forever. 
The  father  was  a  hard-working  man;  he  tola  me 
the  school  the  boy  attended  ai  o  the  officer  who  ar- 
rested him;  that  the  boy  was  good  and  had 
never  been  guilty  of  any  misdemeanor  but 
truancy.  I  asked  if  the  boy  had  a  mother 
living,  and  at  firs:  he  said  no,  and  then  corrected 
hmself  and  said  yes,  adding  that  sh^  was  a 
aroDka.d,  ai?d  then  be  bioke  down  and  com- 
menced crving.  I  questioned  him  as  to  what  he 
intended  to  do  with  the  bov,  and  be  sail  that  a 
mar  would  give  him  a  place  in  a  nerioaical  store 
and  take  him  into  his  family,  and  he  was  anxious 
to  get  him  released  before  h«  was  for-ver  dis- 
graced. I  callpd  upon  the  officet  yeste  day,  found 
the  man's  story  substantially  true,  and  I  tt  ust.  tbe 
boy  will  he  released  by  Clianksgivng.  What  I 
wish  to  impress  upon  members  ot  this  Boai  d  is  the 
o'isgiace  actached  to  boys  who  go  there.  I  have 
no  doubt  the  Alderman  fro  <■  Ware.  12  can 
multiply  that  nistacc-  by  nun  'reds  of  others  tnat 
have  come  under  bis  observation  during  tbe  four 
years  be  has  been  oic  this  Board,  l'o  wait  for  the 
Committee  on  Health  to  secute  another  place ''sail 
wiong.  The  difficulty,  I  aoprehend,  with  the  com- 
mittee is  that  th°y  fiud  objectio  is  raised  py  peo- 
pl-  owring  adjoiniag  property — they  don't  like  to 
have  a  hospital  located  near  them.  Now,!  think 
that  the  secoud  order  might  be  amended  soiue- 
triog  Uke  this: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Health  be  ar.d  hey 
a'e  hereby  authorized  to  fitup  on  Gallons  Island 
a  suitable  hospital  for  the  treatment  of  contagious 
and  infectious  diseases ,  or,  whenever  they  deem  it 
necessary,  may,  with  tbe  approval  or  his  Ho:  or 
tbe  Maso  ,  purchase  a  -uita  le  lot,"  etc. 

I  offer  tliat  as  an  amendnunt,  and  if  it  is  passed 
it  will  place  th-.  respousioiliiity  of  selecting  the 
site  wh°re  it  b^loofs. 

AI  eiman  Worihi  gton  minutely  desciibe  the 
hospital  building  at  Gallop's  Island  ana  con- 
tinued: Tbtv  City  Physician  and  Board  of  Heait-.i 
ray  it  is  daogeious  to  carry  patients  over  the 
watur:but  they  admit  that  whe  >  you  get  them 
thole  the  air  is'bct  er  tbau  it  would  be  in  ihe  city. 
Smallpox  is  in  the  i  ature  of  a  fever  und  it  has 
been  demms' rated  that  fevers  ate  better  taken 
care  of  in  tentu  that  io  buildngs.  Last  -.tinimer 
tents  were  ft  ted  up  on  the  hospital  giounds,  and 
the  icpott  was  that  patients  did  bettor  tnao  in 
toe  1  Capital.  Jha  Boardof  Health  say  ti.ey  can- 
not send  them  there  legally.  Then  why  send  a 
South  Boston  woman  there  as  they  did?  ' 

Alderman  Prcscott— It  is  illegal  to  carrv  them 
there  when  tne  tate  ot  the  disease  renders  it  dau- 
geiOUS  to  their  health. 

Aluerman  Wot tbi.igton— It  was  about  as  bad   a 
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case  as  we  had  in  the  city  last  year,  and  they  did 
n't  expect  she  v.  ould  live ;  but  sue  was  taken  down 
ther-  in  tbe  steamer .  and  recovered.  If  it  is  ille- 
gal, it  was  so  in  tbis  case.  But  the  ge  tleman 
says  it  is  illegal  »  ben  tbe  ease  is  dangerous.  How 
many  cases  ar*  dangerous  when  they  are  first 
known?  The  disease  cau  be.  detected  at  any  time 
by  the  smell,  am)  ts  son  as  a  ease  is  discovered 
the  cacient  can  be  transported  to  the  island  and 
leceive  the  best  of  care.  If  this  place  will  not  no, 
we  have  one  tint  was  used  in  Charlestown. 

Alderman  Harn«— That  was  a  small  city. 

Alderman  Wonhington — I  admit  it;  but  we  ex- 
ppct  to  have  oaly  a  small  number  of  patients  dur- 
ing 'be  nexr  t  n  years.  Tbe  gentTeman  from 
Ward  9  brought  up  the  astounding  case  of  Phi'a- 
acielpbia.  If  we  make  the  same  calculation,  we 
cat!  show  that  the  dis-ase  cost  a  hundred  million 
i  ollais  in  Boston.  I.ut  how  will  you  compute  the 
value  of  th'  l'fe  of  a  man, woman,  or  child  ?  Take 
the  value  of  life  as  they  took  the  merchandise 
value  ot  a  lave,  and  tbe  loss  wo  ild  n't  have  been 
$16,000,000,  white  if  you  take  the  value  that  a 
man  sets  upm  his  "child  or  wife,  it  will  be 
more  -han  $200,000,000.  I  am  sorrj  tor  the 
geitleuoan  if  he  compared  Boston  with  Philadel- 
phia, for  we  believe  that  our  expenses  are  kept 
do  m  to  the  lowest  amount  that  ihey  can  possibly 
be.  I  am  wiling  th?  second  order  should  pas?, 
and  1  am  willing  to  give  time  to  tbe  sslection  of  a 
site,  but  I  am  sure  w.e  shall  have  the  same  trouble 
we  did  last  year.  I  have  given  a  great  deal  of 
time  to  this  subject;  bave  talked  wub  diffeient 
ones,  and  I  aiu  persuaded  thai  Gallop's  Island 
is  the  best  place  for  th?m.  I  admn  all  1  said  last 
year.  I  felt  it  th^n.  I  nave  thoroughly  investi- 
gated the  question  since,  and  ihe  result  is  lean 
find  no  better  place  than  Gallon's  Island. 

Aldeiman  Power— There  is  just  one  t bin g-— fig- 
ures wort  lie;  and  I  will  defy  anybodv  lo  produce 
any  figures  to  sbow  that  toe  mortality  was  greater 
on  Gallop's  Island  than  at  Marcelli  street,  with 
ah  the  extra  risk  of  taking  tbern  there.  The  most 
violeoi  cases  were  taken  to  the  island,  and  it  was 
abetter  place  in  every  way  than  Marcella  street. 
Th-  committee  did  iuves  igate  the  subject,  aud  at 
ihe  clo:e  ot  last  year  thev  were  uuanimouslv  op- 
po  ed  to  spending  the  money  when  theie  was  no 
necessitj  for  it;  aud  t bey  did  e'e  d* em  it  expedi- 
ent to  put  a  blight  upon  any  •  eigtrborbood  when 
there  was  to  necessity  for  it.  I  feel  now  that  we 
are  t><n  warranted  in  doirg  it.  Batweh;.veaa 
e?il  that  is  a  ciying  disgrace  to  ihe  citv  of  Bistou, 
aad  this  oioer  propose-  to  remedy  it.  (.bis  evil 
den  anils  io- mediate  attention ,  av d  that  alone  re 
sufficient  to  demand  th-  oassage  of  the  order. 

Ald^rmanPrescott— The  Alderman  from  Ward 
12  says  the  mortalttv  is  less  at  Gall  p's  Island. 
That  may  be  trus ;  but  it  is  also  true  that  th-  mild- 
er ca?es  were  taken  there.  Caves  in  the  last  stages 
of  tte  disease  wen3  taken  to  Marcella  street.  I 
don't  propose  to  discuss  statisics,  but  to  put  my- 
self on  *a±e  ground,  and  take  the  opioioa  of  our 
Board  of  HeO:h  and  intelligent  City  Pbysieiau. 
Tbe  tmaots  and  vagrants  have  bs-n  kept  at  Beet 
Island  until  now,  a-^cl  comparatively  little  has 
been  said  about  it.  AnC  they  probably  can  be 
kept  tbere  thirty  days  lo  g-r  without  any  serious 
detriment,  until  the  committee  can  procure 
a  site  for  a  hospital.  Two  years  ago  tbe 
Board  of  Health  notified  tbe  Government 
thac  the  place  was  too  valuable  for  them 
to  hold,  and  they  have  done  so  in  three 
several  reports;  nevertheless  the  City  Council 
have  do-  e  nothing  about  it.  The  Boaro  of  Health 
wereselected  to  giv  time  a  id  attention  to  this 
subject,  and  they  desire  a  place  on  tbe  main  ta-ud 
tnat  is  easy  of  access  "We  have  had  less  deaths 
in  Boston  from  smallpox  this  year  toan  there  have 
been  in  other  eities;  possibly  some  credit  of  that 
is  due  to  the  fact  that  we  h  ve  a  place  where  pa- 
tients can  be  taken  mimed^teiv,  and  that  the 
Board  of  Health  bae  fumigaced  every  iufrcted 
place.  I  stand  on  the  leconmendation  of  the  de- 
partment having  this  matter  in  charge. 

Alderman  Harris— Have  the  legal  bearings  iq 
this  matter  be«n  roisidered?  If  I  understand 
toe  ordinance  the  Board  of  Health  are  empowered 
to  ex°rcise  all  the  powers  ve -ted  in  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  and  Common  Council  as  a  Board  of 
Health.  Now,  the  point  is,  whether,  after  dele- 
gating that  power  to  them,  the  passage  of  this 
majority  older  would  be  effectual— whether  we 
can  take  the  hospital  f-cm  them.  Has  th?^t  been 
considered  bv  the  committee? 

Alderman  Woithington— That  matter  was  con- 
sidered.   It  refers  to  an  epidemic.    The  Board  of 


Health  can  do  anything  thvy  chtose  in  times  of 
epidemic,  Dutnoi  otherwise. 

Alderman  Prescott— t  oelWe  it  was  understood 
that  the  City  Council  would  bave  the  right  to 
take  tbe  building  if  there  was  no  case  of  small- 
pox in  it;  but  that  noes  n't  seem  to  me  to  be  a 
proper  thnog  to  do,  to  wait  for  a  case  of  smallcox 
and  then  select  a  place.  It  is  all  very  well  co  tab* 
about  making  a  hospital  ot  +he  bouse  wheie  the 
disease  breaks  out;it  might  do  very  well  to  turn 
everyone  out  of  a  teneme  t  house,  but  the  city 
would  have  to  pay  tne  bills. 

Alderman  Power — 1  forgot  to  state  in  relation 
to  GaTlop-'s  Island,  that  the  friends  of  patients 
could  go  there  with  and  attend  to  them.  That 
was  done  and  the  effect  was  beneficial.  Ihere  Is 
no  quesrion  but.  that  it  is  a  better  place,  after  the 
pat'euts  get  there. 

Alderman  Harris— I  don't  koow  but  it  is  impor- 
tant to  pass  this  order  to  provide  for  thetmaat 
boys;  never  hsless  I  think  we  ought  to  do  some- 
thing for  tbe  mainteoance  of  nealth.  It  was  my 
forture  to  have  r  at  disease  and  I  can  speak  from 
experience.  I  booe  thit  i  o  meoobei  of  this  Board 
mav  suffer  as  I  suffered.  I  bave  labored  under  the 
impression  that  the  Board  of  Hea'th  have  abso- 
lute power  in  everything  appertaining  to  health, 
aDd  I  doubt  whethei  we  c°ul  >  th  wait  them  by  toe 
passage  ot  tbis  order.  Would  sucb  an  order  be 
operative?  That  i-;  my  point.  Th?  gjotleman 
from  Ward  12  gives  us  to  understand  ttiat  no 
other  place  can  be  provided  for  tbese  boys,  and 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  8  confirms  thenecessity 
tor  a  cbatge.  I  certainly  oo  cot  wait  to  vote 
again-t  the  order  if  the  remedy  is  to  be  orovideo  ; 
hut  I  have  some  doubt  «  nether  we  can  take  that 
buil  ung  from  the  Board  ot  Health. 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  have  inquired  a  little  into 
the  point  raised  by  the  Alderman  irom the  Bunker 
Hill  District,  and  from  a-  authority  that  is  recog- 
nized in  tnis  bail  I  understand  that  we  can  take 
the  Marcella-«treet  Hospital  from  tbe  Board  of 
Health  woen  tbQte  ar--  no  cases  of  smallpox  in  it. 
If  there  was  a  patient  in  ic  they  could  refuse  to 
deliver  it  up  to  us. 

Alderman  Pow^r  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Clark — I  fully  concur  with  every  word 
that  has  been  said  in  regard  to  the  importance  of 
raking  ihe  truaut  children  from  Deer  Island,  and 
I  have  alWc  ys  looked  upon  the  keeping  of  cbem 
there  as  a  mistake.  Tbe  association  with  crim- 
inal is  very  bad  and  ihe  stigma  attache!  to  every 
child  sent  the.e  should  be  obviated,  if  it  is  iq  our 
power  to  do  <o.  Theivfore,  I  am  in  favor,  as  I 
have  been  for  a  long  time,  of  seoaiating  those 
who  are  sent  tbere  for  trivial  offences 
from  those  svho  are  guilty  of  crime,  and  I 
bave  no  doubt  that  such  an  arrangement 
can  be  made  very  speedily  witboot  de;rivii.g  the 
Board  of  Health  of  an  institution  that  has  cone 
our  city  such  good  service.  Before.  taki°g  from 
che  Board  of  Health  ihe  building  which  we  gave 
them,  and  which  tne  Aldeiman  fiom  Ward  8  w<*s 
instrumental  in  g'Vingthem  two  years  ago,  within 
two  days  after  he  toos  'ais  seat  iu  this  Board,  I  be- 
lieve it  should  be  oui  first  duty  to  provide  them 
■witn  another  hospital,  so  that  wh-the  we  bave 
tencasesof  smallpox  or  one,  they  will  have  a 
place  upon  d-y  land  where  those  who  are  strickea 
down  with  tbis  dreadful  disease  can  be  sent.  We 
have  a  place  in  trie  West  Roxbury  District  for 
which  we  paid  $75,000,  and  -it  was  bought 
for  rhe  special  purpose  of  taking  care 
of  the  paor  andjof  "egleeted  children.  Way  not  put 
that  building  in  order  and  send  tb^se  truant  and 
vagrant  children  to  the  Austin  farm?  It  can  oe 
done  at  a  les^  expense  than  you  propose  for  the 
alter  at 'an  of  th  Mare  tla-stre>-t  Hospital.  You 
can  send  all  these  children  there,  and  all  the  poor 
besides.  There  a- e  between  fifty  and  sixty  acres 
of  land  on  the  Anstiu  farm,  and  why  not  u  e  it 
for  tbis  purpose,  instead  ot  taking  the  Mareella- 
streetHo-pital?  Th  ->  citizens  of  Roxbury  don't 
want  this  institution  permaiently  established  in 
their  midst,  and  ;he  Alderman  from  Ward  15 
would  n't  vote  Or  it  if  be  believed  it  was  to  be 
rraiotaireu  for  more  than  a  year  oi  so.  Xbe  most 
proper  i hmg  to  do  is  to  make  an  addition  to  toe 
buildings  on  tae  Austin  farm  and  send 
taese  children  there.  But,  undeistand  me, 
Mr.  Chminan,  I  thins  chat  not  a  sin- 
gle hour  should  be  delayed  before  you  sho  ild 
separate  these  truant  children  fi'om  the  criminals 
at  Deer  Island.  Now,  in  regard  to  Gailoupe's 
Island  as  a  site  for  a  smallpox  hospital.  Every 
member  knows  the  outcry  that  was  mane  against 
it.;  and  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  the  Alderman  from 


NOVEMBER      22,       1875. 


662 


the  Fifteenth  Ward,  or  rather  the  paper  which  is 
under  Dig  control,  advocated  the  establishment  of 
a  smallpox  hospital  upon  dry  land.  I  believe 
the   Traveller,  as  well   as  every  otner  journal  in 

tie  city,  advocated  the  establishment  of  the 
Board  of  Health,  which,  1  believe,  ha>i  done  a 
great  deal  to  urese/ve  fbe  Jbealtb  of  the  city. 
Although  ot  the  time  I  was  opposed  to  tbe 
taking-  of  the  Marcella-screet  Hospital,  I  be- 
lieve it  saved  the  lives  of  many  people  m  this  city, 
among  "horn  was  one  of  the"  aSlest  judges  wio 
si  i  on  the  Supreme  bench  todav.  I  believe  that 
had  it  not,  bee  taken,  Judge  Coir's  life  would  not 
have  been  saved,  for  he  was  too  sick  to  be  carried 
to  Gallop's  Islard.  Ths  establishment  of  the 
Swett  and  Marcella-sireet  hospitals  saved  tbe 
lives  of  hundreds.  Now,  Mi.  Chairman,  j-hat  do 
we  hav- a  B"ard  of  Healtb  ad  a  City  Physician 
and  a  City  Solicitor  for?  In  legal  matters  we  are 
governed  by  ibe  advice  of  the  City  Solicitor ;  we 
go  to  him  and  we  follow  his  advice.  We  have  a 
Boar  i  of  Health,  upon  -bico  is  an  aule  physician, 
specially  skilful  in  tha  treatment  of  tbijiis-a  e, 
in  which  he  has  successfully  pr  ictised  both  at  Gal- 
lop's Island  and  upon  the  mainland.  And,  sir, 
we  have  an  able  Citv  Physician.  Tne  opin- 
ion of  the  Board  of  He«ltb  and  City  Physi'ian 
was  tuat  the  city  should  maintain  a  hospital  tor 
the  t.eatiKent  of  smallpox  wit oin  the  city  limits, 
because  it  is  dange  ons  to  send  a  great  many 
cases  to  the  lsbud  ouring  the  winter.  We  kn  w 
that  smallpox  rages  in  cola  weather;  and  we  also 
know  tnat  at  ti'joes  during  the  winter  it  is  al- 
most impossible  to  get  the  Samuel  Little  or  any 
other  steaner  up  to  the  wharf  at  Gallop's  Isl- 
and. What  was  to  be  done  wi  h  the  patients  des- 
tied  Tor  the  island?  Leave  them  about  tfe 
whait,  as  we  used  to  do,  and  as  I  have  heard  the 
Aidermm  from  Ward  8  "ay  he  has  si-en  them, 
when  at  vocacing  th--  est  biishmeut  of  this  hospi- 
tal? I  believe  that  was  inh'iraan  am  brut- 
ish; and  I  hope  never  to  see  it  repeated 
here  again.  FurtberniO'e,  it  was  not  only 
ths  opinion  of  the  Board  of  Health,  but  of  tnree- 
quarterp  of  the  practising  physicians  of  this  city, 
that  a  smallpox  hospital  should  be  m^iitaioed 
upn  i  dry  land,  where  patients  can  be  taken  with- 
out being  catted  all  over  the  city  and  then  hoisted 
b/ a  block  and  tackle  from  the  steamer  to  the 
wharf,  as  has  been  done  masy  times.  It  there 
evei  was  any  inhumanity  tn  the  world  I  believe  it 
was  in  the  way  we  ust-d  to  treat  the  smallpox 
patients  that,  wen;  taken  down  to  Gallon's 
Island.  Furthermore,  I  believe  the  point  raised 
by  the  Alderman  from  the  Cbarlestown  District  is 
a  good  one,— that  »e  can  tot  lake  this  hospital 
from  the  Board  of  Health.  They  took  it  ard  they 
had  a  righ,-  to  do  so;  they  have  possession  of  it, 
and  I  don't  believe  we  can  take  it  away  from 
their ;  and  if  we  do,  they  will  have 
the  righ1-  to  take  it  back  again  to- 
morrow. I  was  opposed  to  takii  g  that 
building,  because  I  believed  we  had  ample  hospi- 
tal accommoda  ions  for  a  smallpox  hospital  at 
Swett  street.  But  I  was  overr  led,  «  nd  ths  Swett- 
street  Ho  pital  has  been  abandoned  and  they  re- 
iain  the  Marcella  street  Hospital.  There  is  not  a 
year  but  we  have  some  cases  of  smallpox;  but 
thanks  to  the  vigilance  of  the  Board  of  Health  we 
have  not  had  an  epic emic  lately,  and  I  trust  we 
never  shall  again.  But  the  disease  is  prevailing 
to  an  alarming  extent  in  BrookKn,  and  id  is  n't 
impossible  tor  it  to  come  here.  If  it  does,  it 
woulo  n't  be  a  n  ee'z  befoie  all  tiie  press,  tbe  Trav- 
eller i- eluded,  would  be  aavocatmg  tbe  purchase 
of  a  site  for  a  smallpox  hospital  within  the  city 
limits— and  very  justly,  too.  My  idea,  Mr.  Cbair- 
aan,  is  to  proceed  at  o  ce  to  pro  vine  accorr  mo- 
dations  upon  tbe  Austin  farm  for  the.  reception 
of  the  truant»caildren  at  Deer  Ista*  d  and  make 
them  permaient,  a>.  d  also  prepare  accom- 
modations there  for  a  good  many  ol  the  aged  and 
infirm  poor  vvho  are  at  the  island.  I  believe  that 
can  be  done  at  an  expd'  se  not  exceeding  the  sum 
asked  for  to  change  the  Marceila-stteet  Hospiial 
lo  a  truant  school,  an&  should  reconiment  the 
passage  of  an  order  appropriating  a  certain 
amount  for  toese  improvements  at  th°  Aus  in 
farm  immeciatel*.  I  don't  ~ish  to  be  j.ndets-tood 
as  opposing  any  measure  looking  to  the  separa- 
tion of  these  child' en:  aad  it  we  had  n't  this  place 
on  the  Austin  rarm  I  ouight  possibly  be  m  tavor 
ot  takng  the  Marceila-st  eet  Hospiial  at  once,  in- 
asmuch as  theie  are  no  cases  of  siallpox  there. 
But  I  think  we  can  make  the  Austin  faun  equal 
to  the  Marcel la-s u eet  Hospital  for  $10,000.  and  fit 
to  be  use  1  by  these  cbildien  foi  all  iime„ 

Aldei  man  O'Brien— It  would   appear  from  the 


remark  made  that  the  Marcelja- street  Hospital  is 
in  an  isolated  place,  and  that  it  is  ibe  only  tlace 
where  smallpox  patients  can  be  treat-d.  What 
are  the  facts  in  the  case?  It  is  within  two  or 
three  huncred  feet  of  a  large  academy  for  voung 
ladies,  and  the  location  of  the  hospital  mere  has 
be8o  tha  chii-f  cause  of  scartenng  one  or  twohun- 
cred  scholars.  It  is  withiti  a  few  huaared  feet  of 
numerous  small  dwellings  whose  i  mates  have 
been  living  in  dread  for  tvo  years  because  of  aav- 
iug  this  hospit  .1  m  close  proximity  to  them.  The 
location  of  the  hospital  fhere,  you  might  sav, 
scattered  one  of  the  most  distinguished  facniiies 
in  the  Highlands— that  of  ex-May  >r  RHcbie,  «ho 
never  got  over  .he  effect*  of  it.  It  has  always 
beeo  a  nuisauce  in  tbe  neigbbo.hood ;  and 
it  the  gentleman  will  search  tbe  records  be 
will  find  that  ex- Mayor  Pierce  and  tbe 
Committee  on  Healih  promied  that  as  soon 
as  the  epidemic  ceased  it  -bould  be  giv^n  up. 
But  tne  Board  of  Health  hold  on  to  it,  and  I  think 
the  piesent  is  the  mos'  favorable  time  for  taking 
it  from  their  charge.  I  nope  the  first  order  will 
pass,  ano  I  am  in  favor  of  the  second  oider,which 
will  olace  the  responsibility  of  locating  a  hospital 
with  theBoardot  Health  and  his  Honorthe  Mayor. 
The  Board  of  Health  have  cower  now  to  take  my 
house,  or  tbe  house  of  any  other  Alderman,  a.  d 
make  a  smallpox  hospital  ot  it.  What  risk  do 
we  run  by  passing  tois  majority  oraet?  None 
whatever,  because  the  power  still  remains  for 
them  to  fix  a  smallpox  hoscital  Li  an v  locality 
thev  see  fit,  acd  they  can  do  it  v.ithin  twenty  four 
houis.  I  believe  we  ought  to  pas*  boh  there  or- 
ders. By  tassmg  the  majority  order  we  ielieve  the 
neighborhood  of  a  nuisance,  and  give  a  pleasaoi 
home  to  ihose  bovs  who  have  committed  oo  offence 
pxceot  tha  sti'sll  one  of  trua;  cy.  ano  place  the  re- 
sponsibility of  finding  a  smallpox  hospital  unou 
the  Committee  on  Health,  ihe  Bo?.rdof  Health, 
with  uhe  approval  of  ois  Honor  the  Mayor.  If 
that  does  n't  give  tnem  po  er  enough,  I  don't  see 
how  we  can  fix  the  matter  uiffere  tly. 

Alitrman  Clark  The  Board  of  Health  do  not 
ha>  g  on  t^  this  building.  A  year  ago  they  asked 
to  be  relieved  of  it,  but  they  wanted  another  place 
provided  for  a  snal  pox  hospital.  Two  years  an! 
a  half  ago  they  asked  to  be  relieved  o' it,  a<  d  to 
have  another  place  pro/ided  thst  wotila  be  l?ss 
expensive  to  maintain.  The  City  Government  has 
not  vet  provided  that  other  place,  and,  as  the  cus- 
todians ot  the  healtn.  »f  this  city,  they  don't  be- 
lieve it  to  be  right  to  give  up  this  building  till  an- 
other  place  is  provided  for  tnem.  Nor  would  it 
be  right  lor   hem  to  do  ?o. 

Alderman  Burrage— Do  they  oppose  giving  it 
up? 

Alderman  Clark — Undoubtedly  they  oppose  giv- 
ing up  the  smallpox  hospital  until  some  other 
pla^e  bas  been  proviaed,  •  o  that  in  case  the  small- 
pox breaks  out  at  the  Tremont,  Revere,  o  any 
other  bouse,  tcev  can  at  once  take  the  patient  to 
a  proper  place  f  >r  tieatment.  and  secluded  from 
other  houses.  I  do  not  believe  the  people 
in  the  vicinity  of  Marcella  street  want  this 
ttuant  insi'Utioo  permanently  located  thi-re; 
and  why  not  go  to  the  Austin  farm  and  fit  it  up? 
and  then  let  the  committee  purchase  a  site  for  a 
smalioox  bospi'al.  It  is  easy  to  fine  a  suitable 
place  for  a  gr<  at  deal  less  tliat  $25,000,  an. i  it  is 
not  necessary  to  spend  tha<  sum  sin  ply  to  r>d  one 
neighborhood,  of  a  smallpox  hospital.  It  the  most 
judicious  thing  to  do  i&  to  nlace  the  boys  ther« 
permanently,  let  tbe  committee  to  to  work  this 
week  and  buy  another  place  for  a  smallpox  hos- 
pital, and  then  take  it.  But  I  don't  believe  it  is 
our  duty  to  stano  here  ano  advocate  ihe  taking  of 
(ial'oupe's  Island  ano  no  other  place  for  a  hos- 
pital. It  is  inhuman,  and  it  would  be  considered 
so  by  ninety  per  cent,  of  tbe  citizens  f  Boston,  if 
the  epi  :  euuic  svas  raging  here  at  one  half  the  ex- 
tent ir  wa.j  three  years  ago. 

Alnerman  Hanis — That,  is  irue. 

Alderman  Burrage — How  many  buildmes  are 
there  on  the  Ansiin  farm?  and  would  it  not  be 
era  ;ticable  to  take  one  of  them  lot  a  smallpox 
hospital,  if  it  is  moved  on  one  side  of  the  place? 

Alderman  Clark — I  should  think  it  would  not  be 
judicious  to  ere^t  a  smallpox  hospital  there  if  you 
propose  to  use  it  for  a  Home  for  the  Poor  or  an 
institution  of  dois  kind.  I  dou't  think  people  hav- 
ing friend^  there  would  feel  safe.  Theie  ate  fifty 
acies  of  land,  and  the  city  should  bo  deriving 
some  b  ncfit  from  owning  this  pioperty.  In  my 
opinion  there  is  ro  way  it  can  be  used  better  than 
asaiome  for  ihese  boy«.  Ev-rybody  knows  it 
has  a&vantages  ovm  the  o  he*'  place,  and  the 
boys  will  have  fine   opportunities    for   enjoying 
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themselves.  It  seems  to  me  tbat  tbe  most  wise 
and  judicious  thing  to  do  is  to  in?.ke  the  expendi- 
ture upon  the  builoing.  There  is  a  large  house, 
which  ^asgood  enough  for  Mr.  Artbui  W.  Austin 
to  spend  his  summers  in  for  niany  year.-,  and  a 
la'g*  barn  and  outbuildings.  Ana  .aition could  be 
maue  to  the  d  «7?Uiug  house  for  138s  than  is  pro- 
i  osed  to  be  spent  on  this  horpital,  audit  would 
accommodate  i  very  large  number  of  boys.  I 
haven't  tbe  slightest  idea  how  many  bovs  there 
are  at  the  island  for  juvenile  offences:  but  I  know 
that  an  arrangement  could  be  mad?  for  taking 
care  of  thsm  at  the  Austin  farm. 

Aldeimao  Stebbins— I  wish  to  call  attention  to 
two  or  three  poiuts.  We  seem  to  be  m  accord  as 
to  the  expediency  of  removing  'bss-  boys  from 
Deer  Island,  so  theie  need  be  no  discuscion  upon 
that.  The  second  point  is,  where  is  tbe  best 
place  for  them?  To  my  mind  tbe  suggestion 
of  the  f-lderuan  from  w  aid  6  is  haittly 
practicable.  The  buil  nngs  at  the  Austin 
farm  cannot  be  altered  over  so  as  to  accom- 
mo  late  the  boys  to  auy  advantage.  The  building 
is  old  and  l?rgf  and  could  not  be  altered  duroig 
the  w.nter  moi  ths.  Besides,  it  would  require  a 
large  accessory  force  to  iecaio  the  boys  in  th-  in- 
stitution The  MarcelK-stieet  buildi  g  has  ad- 
vantages which  tne  Austn  farm  has  not.  It  is 
a  large  back  building,  suir>UDded  by  a  high 
f  ruee,  w,tb  small  rooms,  ready  for  occupancv,  sod 
tbe  boys  can  be  transferrer!  mere  at  once  without 
any  delay.  In  'egaro  to  a  si!  e  for  a  smallpox  ho- 
pital,  if  the  amendment  I  have  offered  is  adopted, 
it  will  place  the  responsibility  where  it  b&longs. 
The  Board  of  Health  can  letai-j  Galloupe's  Island, 
or,  with  thp  approval  of  che  Mayor,  they  can  pur- 
chase anotbei  site,  which  will  take  it  entirely  out 
of  the  oands  of  the  present  City  Government, 
wsich  is  about  tc  expire.  Nocomoaittee  would  have 
time  to  make  a  purchase,  and  a  new  committee 
would  bird ly  be  prepared  to  select  a  sue  befoie 
next  summer,  ar>d  meantime  the  wholu  thing  is  re- 
tained in  the  hands  of  the  Government  for  a  year. 
T';e  passagp  cf  the  first  order  will  s  cure  the  boys 
a  home  at  ©nee,  and  tbe  passage  of  the  second  or- 
der, wirh  my  amendment  will  place  the  responsi- 
bility of  selecting  a  location  upon  th-  Bor.rd  of 
Heaith.  where  it  b  longs.  I  think  the  poiut  raised 
by  tbe  Alderman  from  Ckarlestown  is  a  gooo  o^e. 
It  seems  to  me,  by  the  leading  of  the  -tatute,  tbat 
they  hxve  power  toiitaii  the  builoing.  There- 
f'  re  I  offer  my  amendment  that  tnere  mav  be  no 
excuse  for  delay.  If  it  passes,  tbe  Board  of  Health 
can  iiacefullv  yielo  and  select  another  site.  The 
stacut^  seeu:s  to  ;e  very  ciear,  giving  thtm  com- 
plete control  over  the  building  even  it  there  be  to 
case  of  eontagious  disease  in  ic. 

Alderman  Claris— I  ball  vote  for  the  passage  of 
the  first  oroei  m  an  a  needed  to  m,  so  that  the 
Committee  ou  Public  Buildings  shall  be  author  - 
izeo  to  fit  up  a  building  on  tbe  Aust*n  farm, 
owned  by  the  city.  That  wo-ild  be  the  most  ju  1- 
cious  course  to  pursue,  toi  «  e  would  then  have  a 
permanent  home  for  these  children,  and  whenever 
tha  city  is  in  a  condition  to  spend  three  or  four 
hundred  thousand  dollats  for  a  Home  for  the  Poor 
it  will  t.ot  interfere  »ith  this  one,  for,  doubtless, 
it  viil  not  be  located  upon  th?  site  of  the  present 
building.  You  wid'noc  have  a  permanent  charita- 
ble institution  established  out  in  Roxtsury,  to  the 
injury  of  real  estate  in  the  neighbot  hood;  and 
you  will  not  hav«  to  take  this  institution  rrom  the 
Board  of  Healt'i  before  you  give  them  another.? 

Alderman  Worthing  ton— The  Alaerman  seems 
to  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  if  we  take  possession 
of  this  hospital  the  Board  of  Health  can  take  any 
vacatt  building  they  choose,  and  make  a  hospital 
in  an  hour.  There  are  b  o  use  *  enough  in  anv  of 
thesubutban  distucts  that  the v  can  make  i  hos- 
pital of.  All  they  iequira  is  a  house  with  four 
toitus.  We  found  a  place  that  met  with  their 
heartv  approval  that  we  could  have  purchased  for 
$14,000,  and  no  hiog  would  have  to  be  done  to  it. 
They  can  take  that  place  too  ay,  and  if  there  is  a 
case  of  smallpox  tomorrow  they  can  remove  it  to 
that  house  anal  establish  a  smallpox  hospital 
there.  It  is  600  feet  from  the  strett  but  waen  we 
came  to  purchase  ic  the  residents  ail  around  it  re- 
mo  ■  strated.  Bur,  the  Boat  a  of  Health  can  taire  it 
as  they  did  the  Marcella-stteet  Hospital.  I  should 
think  that  the  p:  ople  of  the  High  ands  would  pre- 
fer to  have  a  truant  school  there,  rather  than  a 
smallpox  hospital.  Thev  will  claim  a  reduction  in 
their  taxes  on  account  of  its  oeing  located  there. 

Alder  ou  an  Steobins — They  have  done  so  alreadv. 

Alderman  Worthington — Then  it  is  a  just  and 
trueclaicL.  If  a  smallpox  hospital  is  established 
anywhere  in  a  populous  neighborhood  the  people 


ha vs  a  right  to  claim  damages  to  their  rronercv; 
and  if  thev  &■  e  Damaged  they  have  a  right  to  a  re- 
duction of  their  taxes.  As  a  distinguished  gen- 
tleman said  to  me  the  otberday,"Go  on  andspend 
your  $  10,000  for  a  curb  and  fence  around  the  Com- 
mon. B'U  the  oeople  will  rise  a.d  take  down  the 
fence,  and  before  you  know  it  they  will  run  a 
street  through  that  Common."  And  let  me  rell 
vou.  tbe  oeople  auoreeiate  these  taxes.  You  will 
hear  from  them  yet.  And  it  is  just  so  in  regard 
to  the  hospial.  People  object  to  paying  taxes 
after  the  aeprecia'ion  in  tbeir  property  caused  by 
the  establish  men  r  of  that  hospital.  It  is  one  of 
the  heaviest  bi'ls  of  expense  to  the  city  today. 

Alderman  Clark— Would  it  not  depreciate  prop- 
erty in  any  oth-r  section  of  the  city  if  the  Board 
of  Health  should  take  another  building?  There  is 
an  empty  house  opposite  tbat  of  t<;e  Alde<man 
wmch  would  mak-  a  good  hospital.  It  is  ail  fust- 
rate  to  talk  about  this,  but  n  jbodv  takes  any  stock 
m  ic.  there  are  many  e  npty  stores  and  nouses  in 
the  city— I  am  sorry  to  say  so— but  it  is  n't  an  easy 
mattei  for  the  Board  of  He  1th  co  fl  d  ao  empty 
house  tbat  the >  can  rrakea  hospital  ot  tor  the 
soace  or  a  week  or  thrre  months  or  a  ypar,  as  oc- 
casion may  require.  The  Alderman  from  Ward  15 
is  n't  going  to  rest  easy  if  he  koows  a  smallpox 
hospital  is  to  be  located  next  door.  It  is  n't  an 
easy  matter  to  find  an  isolated  building  suitable 
for' tbe  purpo-e.  It  is  no  argument  co  say  that 
because  the  Board  of  Health  can  take  auv  build- 
ing the.y  must  give  up  the  one  used  for  this 
purpose  and  tak-  their  chances  of  finding 
another.  It  may  be  that  the  taxpayers  are 
opposed  to  the  Board  of  Health  taking  any 
precautionary  measures  to  prevent  the  introduc- 
tion of  sujallpov_;  but  if  I  re  nem'acr  aright,  in 
1871  the  people  rose  en  mas-  e  anrl  demanded  the 
establishment  of  a  Board  of  Health  to  look  aftei 
the  disease.  They  obtained  the  board,  the  dis- 
ease was  suppressed  and  h^s  not  marie  its  appear- 
ance again  to  any  great  extent.  Tbe  Board  of 
Alnermsn  did  a  great  deal  toward  suppressing  the 
smallpox  befoie  the  establishment  of  a  Boaru  of 
Health;  but  the  peoole  demanded  the  Board  of 
Health.  I  believe  it  has  done  a  good  work,  and  »s 
doing  a  good  work  today.  1  don't  believe  many 
memb-ra  ol  this  board  wish  to  see  that  boar! 
abolished. 

Alderman  Wor^hington — I  agree  wi'h  the  gen- 
tleman that  it  woulo  be  vety  bard  to  take  a  house 
in  any  vicinity;  buc  what  ate  we  doing  all  the 
tim  but  keeping  such  a  house  within  a  few  hun- 
dred feet  of  a  young  ladies'  school.  The  esse  is 
as  nam  as  the  one  the  gentleman  pictutes.  We 
desire  to  get  ritl  of  it.  I  tak-~>  tne  case  as  he  ptt 
it,  and  be  stated  it  rigot.  I  hav--  been  obliged  to 
sleep  in  the  vicinity  ot  that  hospital  for  two  years 
ana  a  half.  Such  an  iastitu'iuo  a-  he  describes 
t  as  been  within  300  feet  of  my  house.  We  desire 
to  get  rid  of  it.  I  said  ws  could  go  out  of  town 
and  Ada  hoase  away  from  any  other  house;  but 
the  point  we  make  here  tonight  is  we  don't  need 
it  at  all. 

Aide  man  Clark— The  gentleman  worked  all 
last  vear,  baced  up  with  an  appropriation  of 
f  25,000,  and  be  could  not  find  a  place.  I  contend 
that  a  suitable  place  should  be  secured  for 
such  an  institution  befoie  the  Board  of  Healtb 
are  required  to  give  up  the  hospital.  I  have 
g  eat  sympathy  for  tne  eitiz  ns  of  that  neighbor- 
boon,  and  they  should  be  relieved  of  this  nuis- 
acce.  I  rlon't  wish  to  maintain  that  institution 
there,  but  I  wish  lo  have  auoth°r  lot  purchased, 
(ialloupes  Island  mav  be  a  good  place  wh^n  you 
gee  there,  but  the  trouble  is  in  getting  patients 
tbere. 

Aloerman  O'Brien— If  the  Alderman  from  Ward 
6  thought  it  was  injurious  to  locate  the  hospital 
there,  bow  can  he  argue  in  favor "bf  keeping  it 
there?  The  City  Council  tried  to  get  it  out  of 
theii  hands,  but  have  tailed  to  do  so  in  every  in- 
stance. If  w--  do  not  adopt  the  piese  it  orders 
and  case  it  awav  Jiorn  them,  I  am  inclined  to 
think  thry  will  hold  it  for  a  other  geneiation.  I 
don't  tbiok  bis  argument  is  a  good  one. 

Atdsrman  Ciark— I  opposed  it  because  we  bad 
what  seemed  to  be  suitable  accommodations  upon 
S^ett  street,  fitted  up  at  large  expense.  I  be- 
lieved Chose  accommodations  all  that  were  necs- 
saiy,  and  I  was  opposed  to  tbe  taking  of  tbs  Mar- 
cei)'a-«treet  building.  But  I  was  overruled,  and 
we  have  no  hospital  on  Swett  street  today. 

AldeimanWortbii  gton^We  have  one  in  Charies- 
town. 

Alderman  Clark— I  will  vote  for  an  order  to  in- 
struct che  committee  to  teport  a  site  at  the  next 
mecing  of  this  Board  ana  relieve   the  citizens  of 
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this  incubus.  I  ana  willing  to  go  so  far  as  that.  I 
am  rot  desirous  of  maintaining  tbat  nstitution  out 
there.  I  didn't  thinfe  there  was  any  occasion  10 
put  it  mere,  but  it  is  tbe  01  ly  place  we  iiave  today 
tone  use<l  in  case  of  aa  emergency,  unless  tbe 
Coaimittee  on  Health  will  make  arrangements 
for  talsin^  the  buildiog  at  Charlestown.  I  was  u't 
aware  tbey  had  one  there. 

Alderman  Han  is— It  would  accommodate  twelve 
patients. 

Alderman  Worthingtoa— That  is  all  we  ;>ant. 

Alderman  Clark— I  wish  it  to  be  understood  tbat 
I  am  not  ir  favor  of  keeping  the  boys  on  Desr 
Island,  and  tbat  1  am  in  favor  of  putting  them 
upo-  the  Austin  farm.  I  am  in  favor  ot  abandon- 
ing the  Marcella-street  Hospital  immeciarely  the 
Committee  on  Health  do  ttieir  daty.  Toat  is  mv 
position. 

Alderman  Prescott— The  Alderman  spoke  of  the 
outrage  perpetrated  upoa  the  peop'e  residing  in 
the  vicinity  of  Ma>  cella  street  by  keeping  the  bos- 
pi<althei'p.  I  wish  to  reiterate  that  before  the 
Bo.rii  of  Health  had  it,  five  months  firry  reported 
to  the  City  Council  of  Boston  that  it  should  be 
given  up  for  smaliocx  purp  >ses,  and  asked  the 
city  to  pro vide  another  place.  A  place  was  se- 
lected in  Dorchester,  but  to  waics  tbe  eod  of  tbe 
year  1873,  the  Board  of  Aldermtn,  on  account  of 
certain  parties  being  interested  in  the  purchase, 
refrsed  to  latiry  (be  selection.  The  Aldeimau 
from  Ward  15  said  bst  year  it  tbey  would  only 
give  the  Committee  on  Health  'full  author- 
ity ta  purchase  a  place,  he  knew  of 
one  tbat  could  be  secured  st  once.  But 
notbiig  has  beeo  done.  In  1875,  the  Boaid 
of  Health  agaio  called  attention  to  the 
fact  tbat  they  o id  n't  nesire  to  ke'p  the  Mar- 
cella-street Hospital ;  but  nevertheless  nothing 
was  done.  When  tbis  matter  was  before  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Institutions,  they  asked  tbe 
Board  of  Health,  aid  one  of  tbat  boaxd,  himself 
living  at  the  Highlands,  stated  thai  they  were  in 
fa^or  of  giving  it  up  just  tbe  instant  the  City 
Council  piovide*  another  place.  That  is  the  n>hole 
thing.  There  is  nothing  to  be  oooe  except  for  the 
City  Counol,  through  the  committee  or  the  Board, 
of  Health,  to  purchase  a  place.  I  believe  that  if 
the  Board  of  Health  is  authorized  to  purchase  a 
place,  th%y  would  make  the  purchase  without  de- 
lay. I  caanot  help  thinking  that  tbe  Committee 
on  Health  of  la*t  $  ear  were  not  very  enthusiastic 
in  pui chasing  a  nte. 

Aluerman  Worthington — I  desire  to  correct  the 
gentleman.  Tne  committee  were  enthusiastic; 
but  we  coula  not  find  the  first  place  that  we  would 
be  permitted  to  purchase.  The  Alderman  is  not 
justified  in  his  remark. 

Aloerman  Pre  cott— Tbe  Alderman  from  "Ward 
12  consiceiea  it  a  wastf?  o1' money. 

Aldei  man  Worthir.gton — Th&  Alderman  from 
Ward  12  stated  chat  they  endeavored  to  purchase 
one;  but  the  result  of  our  investigations  was  that, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  on  Health,  the 
expendituie  was  not  called  for,  when  there  was  so 
good  a  place  at  Gallop's  Island. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  move  to  ^mend  tbe  first 
erder  by  inserting  the  words,  "as  soon  as  another 
smallpox  hospital  is  provided." 

Aldertuao.  Clark  offered  the  following  as  an 
amendment  to  the  first  older  in  the  form  of  a 
substitute: 

Ordered,  That  the  Directors  for  Public  Institu- 
tions surrenner  to  tbe  use  of  the  City  Council  a 
suitable  building  on  the  Austin  farm,  to  be  fitted 
for  accommodation  of  the  truant  and  vagrant 
children  now  at  Deer  Island. 

Onieiea,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  directed  to  make  such  alterations  and  re- 
pairs on  the  building  thus  sur.enclered  to  tbe  City 
Council  as  may  be  required,  etc. 

Alderman  "Wortni'flgton — It  is  the  intention  of 
tbe  Directors  for  Public  Tnsiitutious  to  ask  for 
that  clace  for  a  home  for  old  and  intiim  ladies, 
and  there  is  no  a  ore  room  than  is  necessary  for 
them.  Thene  are  127  truant  and  sixty  vagrant 
chtldrer,  and  they  could  i  ot  be  accommodated  in 
the  faimhouse  without  additional  room,  which 
would  cost  mor-  thast  $10,000,  and  perhaps  $20,000 
or  $50,000. 

Alderman  Clark— This  farm  was  bought  for  the 
express  purpose  of  a  home  tor  tbe  poor  aod  for 
neglected  children.  The  monev  was  appropriated 
tor  lhat  purpose  and  no  other, — the  poor  a^d  the 
children  who  aie  miogling  with  threves  and  prck- 
pocketstodav  at  Deer  Islan  '.  This  $10,000  wrll  put 
these  buildings  in  a  condition  to  take  care  of 
those  unfortunate  children  and  the  pool  of  the 
city. 


Alderman  Clark  h>  the  chair. 

Aloeiman  Power— The  other  side  of  tho  ques- 
tion sterns  to  have  gain -da  little  prestige  from 
the  fsct  that  ubis  Board  has  labored  under  an  en- 
tirely erroneous  impression.  This  City  Goverm- 
me  t  never  votscl  to  take  tbe  Marc'ella  street 
bunding  for  a  hospital,  and  U  never  could  be  got 
to  v<  te  for  it.  That  goes  to  show  that  tne  Board 
of  Hea  th  hrve  already  exercised  a  powsi  that  tbey 
h  >ve  of  takit  g  any  place  that  they  see  fir.  They 
never  got  the  consent  of  r.his  Governmeat  to 
take  it.  [t  was  tried  here  on  two  or  three  occa- 
sions, and  was  a' ways  voted  oown.  They  took  it 
under  the  power  they  have;  and  having'doae  so, 
they  can  doit  again  if  a  necessity  arise- foi  it. 
Some  gentlemen  always  take  occasion  to  eulogize 
the  Board  of  H-ahh.  I  con't  wish  to  detract 
from  their  ability.  Thsy  have  done  as  « ell  as 
three  men  entirely  ignorant  of  a  department 
could  do,  though  Mr.  Duigin  had  a  little  experi- 
ence as  physiian  at  Deer  Island.  But  I  take  it 
that  any  thiee  men  of  ordinarv  iatelligence  could 
learn  a«  much  as  they  have  learned  in  the  short 
space  oi  three  yea  s;  and  I  am  williog  to  concede 
that  they  know  just  so  much.  The  Board  of  Al- 
dermen drove  out  the  bmallpox  before  the  Board 
ol  Health  was  established  by  vaccu  atmg  the 
whole  city.  1  defy  the  Board  of  Health  to  show 
tbat  there  have  been  more  oeaibs  in  propor- 
tion at  Gallop's  Islat-d  than  at  Marcella 
street.  When  tbey  took  the  Marcella-street 
building  they  took  patients  from  the  other  hos- 
pitals to  put  into  it.  It  wa^  a  grand  coup  d'6t»c 
to  get  possession  oi  the  builamg.  But  we  have 
another  great  nuisance  that  we  should  waste  a 
moment  in  abolishing.  There  is  to  dangei  of  the 
smallpox  now;  but  this  evil  goes  on.  Tnese  chil- 
dren are  being  contaminated  and  ) uiued  in  char- 
acter. They  go  out  with  a  blot  upon  their  names. 
It  is  a  thing  I  have  felt  ahamed  of  ever  since  I 
came  heiv.  The  Austin  faim  was  purchased  for 
a  home  for  the  poor,  ano  ths  oitvcrois  contem- 
plate taking  tbe  buddiag  tor  tbe  old  ladies  at  the 
island,  and  I  nave  expected  to  see  some  orders 
come  in  for  it  before  this.  The  Marcella-street 
building  is  well  aoapted  for  the  school  for  these 
boys.  It  is  cow  a  blight  upon  th-  community,  but 
itwoulo  not  be  viewed  in  that  ligat  by  tbe  resi- 
dents of  rhe  Hrghlacd  District  if  it  is  made 
a  home  for  juvenile  offenders.  As  the  Alder- 
man from  Waro  8  recnaiked,  tbis  Government  is 
las',  drawing  to  a  close,  and  if  some  of  the  amend- 
ments are  adopted  thev  will  block  this  matter  and 
indefinite);;  postpone  any  action,  it  seems  to  me 
that  ha  amendment  of  the  Alderman  from  Ward 
8  rs  a  good  one,  as  it  puts  the  whole  power1  phere 
it  belongs,  and  I  hope  it  will  prevail. 

Alderman  Clark's  amendments  were  rejected — 
yea?  3,  nays  8. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Ciarfe,  Hans,  Pre°cott— 3. 

Nays — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Burr  age,  O'Brien, 
Power,  Quincy,  S  ebbins,  Viies,   Worthington — 8. 

Absent— Alderman  Pope. 

Aloeraian  Preseoct's  a  nendrnent  was  rejected — 
yeas  4,  nays  7;  Aldermen  Clark,  Hairis,  Prescott 
and  Quincy  voting  yea. 

Alderman  Pte~cott  rroved  that  the  majority 
or  er  lie  upoo  the  table  till  the  minority  order 
could  be  passed  and  carried  into  effect.  Lost — 
yeas  3,  nays  8;  Aldermen  Hanis,  Prescott  and 
Qui  r. cy  voting  yea. 

The  majority  order  was  passed  in  concurrence — 
yeas  9,  nays  2;  Ald-a-men  Prescott  and  Quincy 
voimp  nay. 

Alisrman  Stebbins  renewed  his  amendment  to 
tbe  minority  oroer. 

Alcerman  Worthington  said  the  Board  must 
take  the  responsibility  for  damages,  let  it  be  lo- 
cated wi  ere  it  may.  He  knew  of  a  dozen  places 
that  would  answer  tbe  requirements  th  it  could  be 
purchased  for  less  than  $25,000.  , 

Alderman  Power  hoped  the  amendment  would 
prevail,  as  it  would  place  the  responsibility  where 
it  belongs. 

Alderman  Stebbins's  amendment  was  adopted — 
yeas  9,  nays  2;  Aldermen  Harris  and  Worthington 
voting  ,  ay;  and  the  order  as, amended  was  passed 
by  the  same  vote— yeas  9,  nays  2.    Sent  down. 

COMMUNICATIONS  FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

East  Boston  Ferries — Alderman  Stebbins  sub- 
mitted a  comma oi cation  from  the  Directors  of 
East  Boston  Femes  representing  that  the  boats 
could  be  run  with  greater  economy  bv  tbe  divei- 
siun  of  a  larger  proportion  ot  the  public  team 
travel  from  tbe  South  to  the  North  Ferry,  and  to 
this  end  they  ask  that  Border  street,  leading  from 
the  North  Ferry|to  and  around  Central  square,  be 
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paved  early  in  the  coming  vear  vi\tu  small  granite 
blocks.    Referted  to  the  Committee  oo  Paving. 

Constable's  Bond,  The,  bono  of  Franklin  T.  Rase, 
constable,  bung  presented,  duly  certified,  was  ap- 
proved by  the  Board. 

Board  of  Health.  Request  to  transfet  within 
their  appropriation  the  sum  of  $3000,  in  it* mo  as 
follows:  From  "Burial  Grounds"  to  "Evergreea 
Cemetery,"  $1000;  from  "new  urinals"  to  "public 
urinals,"  $1000;  fiom  "ibateaicn'  of  nuisances" 
to  "printing:,"  $1000.  Referred  to  Joi  t  Commit- 
tee o  3  Healtb.    Sent  down. 

School  Committee.  Request  tor  free  drawing 
roo~.  s  for  West  Roxbury.  Referred  to  Joint 
Committee  on  Public  Instiuciion     Sent  down. 

TRANSFERS  OF  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  Chaiimau  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  oo  Fi  anee: 

Suffolk-street  District.  Report  on  request  of 
Committee  on  Northampton-street  Di-tnct,  with 
the  foJowina:: 

Oroereci,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
be  hereby  is  authorized  to  tiansfei  tiom  the  Re- 
served Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Suffolk- 
street  District,  $8500. 

Reao  twice  and  passed — yeas,  11;  nays,  0.  Sent 
dowu. 

Additionat  Paving  Appropriation.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  to  wnom  was  referred  the  order 
of  the  City  Council,  rpque=tioo;  this  committee  to 
report  a=  early  as  pncticaole,  whether  cheie  are 
any  unexpended  balances  of  appropriations  which 
can  be  transferred  to  the  appropriation  for  the 
Pavuig  Departaent  and  used  advantageously  by 
that  department  during  the  present  financial 
year,  would  respectfully  report  that  it  is  not  near 
enough  to  the  close  of  the  financial  year  to  ascer- 
tain what  balames  there  will  remain  of  appiopria- 
tioos,  or  what  transfers  will  be  needed  for 
actual  wants;  tout  your  committee  have 
obtained  permission  from  the  Cochituate 
Water  Board  to  take  from  the  appropriKtiOD  for 
Water  Worfcs  $50,0'i0,  and  from  the  Committee  on 
S%*eis  from  the  Sewer  Department  appropriation 
$25,000,  whrch  will  not  be  required  by  those  de- 
par  ments  this  financial  ysai ;  and  ycur  commit- 
tee believe  that  said  amoun  t  of  $75,000  can  toe  used 
witn  advaut-;.g:e  to  the  city's  interest  by  the  Paving 
Department  the  present  financial  year.  They 
therefore  recommend  the  passage  of  the  accom- 
panying order. 

For  the  committee. 

Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be,  and 
hereby  is,  autho  vzid  to  transfer  from  the  appro- 
priation for  Water  Works  $50,000,  and  from  that 
for  Sewers  $25,000,  to  be  ad<1ed  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Paving,  etc. 

In  reply  to  a  question  by  Alderman  Prescott, 
Alderman  Power  explained  that  the  request  did 
not  cotne  ton-  the  Committee  oo  Pavue;.  the 
order  having:  originated  in  the  Common  Council. 
It  seems  (hat  the  Com mitt-e  ou  Finance  deem  it 
expedient  to  employ  an  additional  number  of 
la oorers,  ana  have  reported  tue  order.  JL'he  com- 
mittee desire  to  employ  all  the  people  tney  can, 
and  to  that  end  reduced  the  wag;es,  that  the  city's 
money  nay  do  more  good  ana  re  ten  a  laiger  num- 
ber ot  people. 

Aldermao  Harris  asked  to  have  thb  order  lie 
over.  Since  that  matter  bad  b3en  acted  on  by  the 
Sewer  Department,  several  petition*  bad  come  in, 
and  he  dicn't  Know  whether  tuev  could  spare  the 
amount  from  the  apuripiiation  tor  Sewers. 

The  order  yvent  over. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses,  as  follows  : 

Bowling  Alley  licensed— So mtrset  Club,  Beacon 
street. 

Amusement  Licenses  Gianted—F.  G.  Harding, 
to  exhibit  a  juvenile  opera  troupe  at  Beethoven 
Hall. 

Dealers  in  Second-hand  Articles  Licensed- 
He-  iv  Koopmau,  125  Cross  street;  James  E.  West, 
20  Garden  street;  John  D,  O'Brien,  12  Pearl  plaee. 

Inr  lligence  Office*  Lice  used  —Margaret  Mitch- 
ell. 156  No.  thamptoQ  street. 

Biliarri  Licenses  Granted— L.  W.  Porter,  565 
Washington  street;  John  G.  Roberts,  1783  Wash- 
ington street;  Peter  J.  Kolb,  Green  street,  Ward 

23. 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted— F.  A..  Mansfield, 
Field's  Corner;  Charles  E.  Moore,  94  Meridiaa 
street. 

Severally  accepted. 


STEAMER  HENRY  MORRISON. 

Alaermao  Power  submitte  i  a  communication 
fiom  the  Directors  for  Public  Institutions 
representing  that  the  steamer  Henry  Morrison 
had  been  advertised  fw  sale  by  public  auction  on 
the  10th  inst.,  tout  as  the  price  offeree  was  unsatis- 
factorj  ,  the  boat  was  not  sold.  The  Dire  ;tois  re- 
quest leave  to  dispose  of  ihe  steamboat  cy private 
sale  it  >n  their  judgement,  they  mav  deem  it  for  the 
best  mteivst  of  the  city. 

Alderman  Power  explained  that  the  highest  bid 
offered  was  $2650,  anc'  he  had  got  a  person  to  bid 
the  steamer  in  for  the  city  at  $2700,  but  he 
thought  she  ought  to  sell  for  more  than  that. 
Parti js  are  mati  g-  inquire  s  who  propose  to  g:ive 
nearer  what  she  is  worth,  a  d  the  Directors  desire 
authoiity  to  sell  at  private  sale. 

To  a  question  by  Alderman  Woitbmgton,  Alder- 
man Power  saiii  the  steamer  ought  to  bring  about 
$5000,  thoug  l  they  might  sell  for  between  $3000 
and  $4000  rat  her  than  pay  ashipkeeperand  wbaif- 
age  during  the  winter.  They  do  not  intend  to 
sell  unless  they  can  g;et  a  fair  price. 

Aldemian  Power  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  tor  Pub- 
lic Institutions  be  authorized  to  sell  at  private 
sale,  for  such  price  as  they  deem  satisfactory,  the 
steamer  Henry  Mornson,  her  furniture  and  appur- 
tenances; ana  that  the  proceeds  of  such  salt*  be 
paid  i'.to  the  city  treasury. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Alaeimau  Harris  the  order 
was  amended  by  inserting  "af  tei  public  advertise- 
ment" after  the  word*  "p  ivate  sale." 

Alderman  Surrage  had  no  doubt  this  case  is  all 
rig;ht,  but  it  was  clear  that  it  might  be  setting  a 
bad  precedent.  The  o>  ly  ;afe  way  is  to  sell  by 
public  auctiou;  but  that  having  failed,  he  pre- 
sumed the  Directors  propose  to  make  a  better 
bargain. 

The  order  as  amended  was  read  twice  and  pass- 
ed.   Sent  down. 

LAND  DAMAGES,  ETC. 

Aldetman  Harris  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board : 

Order  io  pav  W.  S.  Coidingly  $301  for  damages 
in  widening  Shawmut  avenue.  Reao  twice  and 
passed. 

Order  to  pay  the  heiis  of  B.  F.  Brown  $1500  for 
land  taken  and  all  damages,  it  eluding  grade 
damage.1',  occasioned  all  their  estates  on  Bowdoin 
street  by  the  widening  of  said  street.  Read  twice 
and  passed. 

Order  to  pay  Mary  Brewer  $2024,  being-  addition- 
al damages  occasioned  the  estate  of  the  heirs  of 
Gardner  Brewer  t'>  those  authorized  to  be  paid 
them  ay  order  of  this  Board  of  July  12  last,  and 
for  he,  damages,  except  land  damages,  to  said  es- 
tate, caused  by  a nv  grading  or  bui.oing  of  walls 
thereon  by  the  laying;  out  of  Waloen  street 
through  said  estate,  etc.,  provided  she  give  a  re- 
lease tor  all  damages  and  coits  in  conseque^ceo/ 
said  grading  and  building  of  walls,  etc. 

Read  once. 

Oraered,  That  m  the  settlement  of  damages  for 
laying  out  and  extenoi.  g  Swett  street,  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Streets'  be  authorized  to  ourcnase 
the  land  and  buildiogs  o»?ed  toy  William  Haidy, 
on  Sweit  street  and  Dorchester  avenue,  at  an  ex- 
pense, not  exceeding  $6000;  io  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  S  ■  ett  Street. 

Read  t« ice  aud  passed.    Sent  down. 

CONSTABLES'   SALARIES. 

Alderman  Hams  submitted  the  fol'Dwirg  from 
the  Committee  on  County  Accounts: 

East  Boston  Municipal  Court.  Report  recom- 
mending leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Moses 
P.  Brown  and  Charles  S.  Tasker,  constables  of 
the  East  Boston  Municipal  Court,  tor  an  increase 
of  their  salaries.    Accepied. 

South  Boston  Municipal  Court.  The  Com- 
mittee on  County  Accounts,  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  order  to  establish  the  com- 
pensation of  the  officers  designated  to  attend  the 
sittings  of  the  Municipal  Courts  in  the  South  Bos- 
ton and  Brighton  districts,  haviDg  considered  the 
subject,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report: 
By  chapter  216  of  the  acts  of  1862,  the  justices  of 
the  Municipal  Court  in  Boston  were  authorized  to 
designate  net  more  thau  six  constables  to  attend 
the  sitting's  of  ?aid  court,  the  offic sis  so  desig- 
nated to  receive  from  the  City  Treasurer  an  an- 
nual salary  of  $1500.  By  the  sarne  act  the 
Mayor  and  Aldermen  were  authorized,  uoon  the 
request  of  the  Justices  of  the  Municipal  Courts 
thereafter     established    in     the    outlying     dis- 
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tricts  to  designate  one  or  more  officers  to  attend 
the  sittings  of  such  court,  and  to  establish  the 
compensation  which  *hould  be  paid  for  cuch  ser- 
vice-. Bv  chapter  310  of  the  acts  of  1873  the 
salaries  of  rbe  constables  attending  the  Ceutrai 
Court  were  fixed  at  $1800  per  annum. 

From  time  to  time,  upon  the  iequ?st  ot  the 
Justices  of  the  District  Courts,  the  Mayor  and 
Aldeim°n  have  designated  officers  to  perform  the 
duties  defined  by  the  statute  ,  and  have  estab- 
lished their  compensation  as  follows: 

Municipal  Coun  fo'  Southern  Discnct  (Roxbury) 
two  coistabies  at  #1500  each. 

Municipal  Coirt,  Chsrlestown  District,  two  con- 
Stables  at  $1200  eacb. 

Municipal  Court,  East  Boston  District,  t<*o  con- 
siables  at  $1020  each. 

Municipal  Court,  South  Boston  District,  two 
couscaoles  at  $1140  each. 

Municipal  Court  tor  Dorchester  Di  trict.1  one 
constable  at  $1020. 

Municipal  Court  tor  Brighton  District,  one  con- 
stable at  $1020. 

Municipal  Court  for  West  Roxbury  District,  two 
constaol?*  a i  $1020. 

The  courts  in  Ea?t  Boston,  South  Bcton, 
Brighton  and  Wc-st  Roxbury  were  established  by 
the  Legislature  in  1874,  and  the  salaries  of  the  offi- 
cers were  fixed  before  the  extent  of  thsir  duties 
■werekuow".  It  is  not  suiprising,  therefore,  that 
aftei  the  courts  h«d  been  m  operation  some  time, 
thesal;nas  are  f<  ut  d  to  have  been  unequally 
graced.  A  comparative  statement  of  the  cash  re- 
eeiveo  from  fines,  costs  and  fees,  in  the  several 
couts  lor  the  half  yeai  ending  Dec.  31,  1874,  is 
appended  hereto.  It  appeals  from  that  statement 
that  the  officers  of  the  South  Boston  and  Brighton 
courts  receive  considerably  less  for  their  services 
than  the  office  s  of  either  of  the  other  courts  in 
this  citv.  In  the  case  of  the  South  Boston  court 
the  disproportion  between  the  salaries  and  the 
duties  is  specially  m-rked.  If  the  salaries  of  the 
officers  of  that  court  were  based  on  the  amount  of 
mo;  ev  received,  they  would,  as  compared  »itb 
the  salaries  and  receipts  in  the  Central  court,  be 
entitled  to  $2175  each  per  annum;  as  compared 
with  the  Chailestown  court,  $1933  per  annum,  and 
compared  with  the  court  for  thn  Southern  Dis- 
trict, $1853  oer  annum. 

the  committee  are  clearly  of  ODinion,  there- 
fore, that  tbe  salaries  of  the  South  Boston  officers 
should  be  increased  from  $1140  each  per  annum 
to  $1500,  and  that,  the  salary  of  the  Brighton  officer 
should  be  increased  fxotn  $1020  per  annum  to 
$1200;  and  they  would  accordingly  report  back 
the  ot  ler  which  was  recommitted  to  them  ana  re- 
commend its  passage. 

For  the  committee. 

Thomas  B.  Harris, 

Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  on -and  after  April  1,1875,  and 
until  otherwise  o<  dered,  the  compensation  of  the 
two  officers  designated  to  attend  the  si 'tings  of 
the  Municipal  Court  for  the  South  Boston  Dis- 
trict, as  provided  by  section  14,  chapt-r  216,  of  tbe 
acts  of  the  year  1862,  be  fixed  at  the  rate  of  $1500 
each  per  annum;  also  that  the  compensation  of 
the  one  officer  designated  to  attend  tbe  sittings  of 
the  Municipal  Court  foi  tbe  Brighton  Distiict  be 
fixed  at  the  rate  ot  $1200  per  annum,  beginning  on 
said  1st  of  April  and  contiauing  until  otherwise 
ordered. 

Alderman  Power  C'Uld  6ee  no  better  reeson  for 
the  increa=3  now  than  then.  Ihe  standarl  of 
men  required  for  constables  i-<  no  better  than  for 
policemen;  the  wotfeis  easier  and  the  constables 
have  their  nights  and  Suodey*.  If  he  had  known 
the  matte,  was  coming  up  he  would  have  been 
prepared  with  statistics. 

Aldermao  Harris  said  the  committee  did  not  in- 
tend to  press  the  matter ;  and  on  motion  of  Alder- 
mau  Power  the  report  was  laio  on  the  table. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power  suhmiited  the  following  fiom 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  permits  to  move 
wooden  buildm,  s  bv  Richard  A  Dinin  fiom  Con- 
gress-street extension,  Ward  17,  to  Beach  jtreet, 
Ward  17;  and  by  John  Quirk,  from  Long  wood  ave- 
nue, near  V:l«  street,  to  Longwood  avenue  at  No. 
153;  Richard  W.  Baker,  from  Centre  through 
South  to  Childs  street.    Seveiaily  accepted. 

Report  of  inexpedient  to  grant  petition  of  A. 
H.  Seaver  et  al.  that  additional  cars  be  allowed  to 
run  on  tte  Middlesex  Railroad  as  far  as  Temple 
place,  on  account  of  the  crowded  cnditiou  of 
Washington  street.    Accepted. 


Reports  that  no  actiou  is  necessary  on  petition 
•f  Margaret  Curley  to  be  compensated  for  grade 
damages  at  30  and  32  Newton  street,  as  the  case 
has  recently  bee •!  decided  in  the  Superior  Court 
in  favor  of  the  citv  ;  and  Thomas  Good  to  b-  paid 
for  giv.de  damages  on  Ne  w'oern  street,  as  the  claim 
has  recently  b  en  decided  adversely  to  the  peti- 
tionee rjy  the  Superior  Court,  severity  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  pie.  e  of  land  enclosed  by 
Wfjite,  Trento.j  and  Patn?.m  streets  in  Ward  1  oe 
called  and  known  as  "Putnam  square"  ;  and  that 
the  piece  of  land  enclosed  by  Eagle,  Trenton  and 
Prescott  streets  in  said  ward  be  called  and  known 
as  "Prescott  square." 

Read  twice  ard  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  ptviug  the  gutters  and 
eross walks,  macadamizing  roadway  of  Hereford 
stre  r,  as  recently  laid  out  by  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners,  from  Beacon  street  to  Marlbor- 
ough street;  uid  tor  edgestones  anc  brics  side- 
walks where  required  on  said  street.  Order  lead 
tv>ice  am  passed. 

Report  and  ordei  to  giade  and  gravel  Hawtoora 
street  as  recently  laid  out,  by  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners from  Florence  st  eet  to  Albion  street, 
West  Roxbury  ;  estimated  cost  $1000.  Order  read 
twice  and  passed. 

Order  for  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  gride 
and  gravel  Walk  Hill  street,  between  Cantetbury 
and  Back  streets,  We«t  Roxbury;  estimated  i  ost 
$3500.    Order  read  twice  an  i  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  edgestone^i  and  to  pave 
gutters  oo  Havre  street,  between  Putnam  and 
Marioa  stteets.    Order  read  twice  *nd  passe.  1. 

Ordered,  That  theie  be  paid  to  John  C.  Havnes 
the  sum  of  $41.20,  being  amount  paid  by  eim  to 
tb- City  Treasurer  'or  edgestones  furnished  and 
set  on  Berkeley  street  and  erroneously  assessed 
to  him;  sail  sua.  to  be  chaiged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Paving. 

Read  twice  anc  passed. 

Report  ano  order  for  brick  sid  ewalks  in  front  of 
estates  ot  Isaac  B.  Sawtell,  236  Dudley  street, 
and  Annie  E.  Kitching,  223  Longwood  avenue. 
Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  foi  edget-torjes  and  brick  side- 
walks in  front  of  estate  ot  John  Movish,  94  and  96 
H  street.    Ord«r  reed  twice  and  passed. 

ARMORIES. 

Alderman  Worth'ngton  submitted  the  fo'lowing 
from  the  Committee  on  Armories : 

Repoit  of  leave  to  withdraw  od  petition  of  Com- 
pany C,  Ninth  Regiment  of  Infantrv,  for  a  new 
armory.    Accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armoiies  be 
authorized  to  hire,  for  a  term  of  five  years,  from 
Jan.  i,  1876,  premises  at  No.  348  Washington 
street,  to  bt*  used  as  an  amiorv  for  Company  G, 
First  Regiment  of  Infantry,  M.  "V.  M. ;  the  ex- 
pense, not  exceeding  $800  per  annum,  to  be  cbarg 
ed  to  the  appropriation  for  Armories. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeoing  $360 
in  fitting  up  the  armory  occupied  by  Company  E, 
Ninth  Regiment  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  the  cor- 
ner ot  Hatvaid  and  Washington  streets;  saidsum 
to  be  in  addition  to  that  alre^dv  appropriated, and 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Armories. 

Reaa  twice  and  pass<  d. 

REWARD  OFFERED. 

Alderman  Viles  offered  the  following  : 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  author- 
ized to  offer  a  reward  of  $500,  to  be  paid  to  any 
person  who,  in  consequemce  of  such  offer,  detects 
ana  recures  any  person  concerned  in  the  assault 
on  Thomas  P.  Pulsifer,  on  the  13th  of  November 
1875. 
Read  twice  and  passed, 

SHADE  SIGNS  AND  AWNINGS. 

Alderman  Stebbin*  offered  tbe  following: 
Orde  od,  Tint  in  granting  permission  for  erect- 
ing or  affixing  shade  frames,  awnings  and  cur- 
tains, as  provided  in  the  twenty-second  section  of 
the.  ordinance  in  relation  to  ntreets,  passed  the 
29th  of  October  in  the  year  1869,  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Lacous  shall  presenbe  that  shade  frames  at 
their  lowt  st  point  shall  bp  not  less  than  nine  and 
a  half  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sidewalk,  and 
shall  not  project  further  from  ihe  build- 
ing than  a  point  two  and  a  half  feet  with- 
in the  outer  line  of  the  curbstone;  -that 
no  awnings  shall  be  affixed  to  said  frames  unless 
rolled  or  tolded  up  and  fhmly  seemed  against  the 
building  or  entirely  removed  a c  sunset  on  each 
and  every  day  wheo  in  use;  that  no  curtains  shall 
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be  affixed  to  the  lower  edge  of  said  frames  which 
shall  exceed  twelve  inches  m  width  unless  they 
are  connecter  7?ith  the  said  awnings  aod  roller!  or 
folded  up  with  them  at  night;  ihar  said  curtains 
shall  not  be  affixed  so  as  to  interfere  in  auy  man- 
ner with  the  proper  lighting  ot  the  streets;  and 
that  no"priuting;,  lettering  or  desigo  of  any  kind 
shall  be  made  on  the  a  *umgs,  curtains  or  shades. 
All  permit*  granted  by  the  said  Superintendent 
shall  be  revokable  at  ar>y  time  by  the  Superin- 
tecdpnt  of  Lamos  or  bv  th-  Board  of  Alde<  meu. 

Alderman  Stebbins— This  Older  is  th  -  same  as 
the  one  at  prt-sent  in  force,  with  the  addition  of  a 
clause  i  elating  to  priotiiig  and  letc  rioe,  which  it 
is  necessary  for  the  Board  to  pas*  updq,  since  the 
decision  of  the  City  Solicitor  and  the  expressed 
opinion  of  a  majority  of  the  Board. 

Aldeiman  Barrage — What  is  toe  object  of  this? 

Aloerman  Stabbins— Simply  to  conform  to  the 
decision  of  che  City  Solicitor. 

Aldermao  Burrage — Is  it  a  copy  of  the  Older 
under  which  the  shaoes  have  been  put  up? 

Alderman  Srebbins — It  is,  with  the  addition  re- 
lating to  printing:  and  lettering. 

Alderman  Buirage— Then  toe  awnings  do  not 
conform  to  the  permit. 

Alderman  Stebbins — How? 

Alderman  Burrage — In  regard  to  not  beina-  more 
than  twelve  inches  deen,  and  in  resrard  to  the 
rolling1  up  at  nighc,  most  of  the  awnings  are  from 
twenty  mchesto  two  feet  deep. 

Aldermao  Stebbins— I  have  no  doabt  that  is 
true.  So  it  is  true  that  people  smoke  upon  the 
streets,  there  beiog  nobody  in  particular  to  en- 
force the  rule.  Tdis  order  will  en»ble  the  Super- 
intendent to  describe  how  the  shades  shall  be 
placed  according  to  law.  I  don't  know  whose 
busiopss  it  is  to  see  that  they  conform  to  the  law, 
except  the  Police  Department. 

Alderman  Burrage— Unless  there  is  some  exi- 
gency requiring  its  passage  tonight,  I  wuuld  like 
to  have  it  lie  over. 


Aldermau  Stebbins— The le  is  no-  haste  about  it. 
The  ordei  went  over. 

WARRANT  FOR  THE  MUNICIPAL    ELECTION. 

Alderman  Prescott  offered  the  following: 

Ordeied,  That  van  ants  be  issued  for  the  meet- 
ings of  the  legal  voters  of  this  city  m  their  re- 
spective ^ardi  ou  Taesday,  the  fouiteenth  day  of 
December  next,  at  eight  o'clock  A..  JVL,  then 
and  th<-rb  to  give  in  their  ballots  fo>-  one 
able  and  discreet  ocson  to  be  Mayor  of  tbis 
citj  ;  also  for  twelve  Aldermen  anr  for  twenty- 
four  menabers  of  the  School  Committee,  all 
of  whom  to  be  inhabitants  of  tbis  city. 
Also,  to  give  in  their  ballots  for  the  fol- 
io win tr  officers  n  each  ward:  A.  Warden,  Clerk, 
five  Inspectors  of  Elections  and  three  abla  and 
discreet  persons  to  be  caemhei'.  of  the  Common 
Council;  all  these  to  be  inhabitants  of  this  city 
and  lesident  within  their  respective  wards.  Also 
to  eive  in  their  ballots  tor  ore  able  and  oiscreet 
person  to  serve  as  Street  Commissionei  for  thrse 
years,  frooj  the  first  Monday  in  Jaouary  next.  All 
the  fores,  crins:  to  be  voted  for  on  one  ballot.  The 
polls  to  be  feeot  open  until  four  o'clock  P.  M. 

Ordered— That  notice  be  given  that  the  regis- 
tration of  voters  for  this  election  will  cease  on 
Saturday,  Dec.  11,  at  ten  o'clock  A.  M. 

Alderman  O'Brien— What  is  the  reason  for  clos- 
ing ihe  polls  at  4  P.  M.?  A  great  maoy  laboiiog 
men  have  made  tbe  inquiry  of  me.  They  say  the 
polls  are  opened  too  late  in  the  morning  for  them 
and  are  closed  too  early  in  the  afternoen. 

Alderman  Prescott— The  statute  provides  that 
the  polls  shall  be  opened  and  closed  hetween  sun- 
rise and  sunset,  and  the  suo  sets  before  half-past 
four  o'olocK  on  that  day.  Font  o'clock  is  the 
usual  time  for  closing  the  polls  at  the  municipal 
election. 

The  orders  were  passed. 

Oo  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington  the  Board 
adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

NOVEMBER    23,    1875. 


Regular  meeting,  beld  pursuaact  to  adjourn- 
ment ai  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Halsey  J.  Boardct.an, 
Preside ut,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMAN  FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Petitions  and  requests  of  Board  ot  Healih  and 
School  Commit i et-.   Referred  incoucurreace. 

Me-sag«  rrom  the  Mavor  transmitting  a  com- 
muaication  from  the  Massachusetts  Cornmi.-sion 
to  Centenaiai  Exhibition  at  Phildelphia,  asking 
the. ciiy  to  furnish  maps,  pictuies,  etc.,  illastra- 
tive  of  Boston,  and  appointmeatof  a  joint  special 
committee  on  the  subject.  Concurred,  and 
Messrs.  Jaques  ot  Ward  9,  Train  of  Ward  13,  aid 
Cnshinsj  of  Ward  4  were  joined  to  said  committee. 

Recommitments  to  Committee  on  Ordinances  of 
"  Ao  Ordinance  in  relation  to  office  houis  in  city 
departments;"  "An  Ordinance  in  addition  to  an 
Ot(!maDC°  in  relation  to  bridges." 

An  ordinance  to  establish  the  office  of  Cuv  Archi- 
tect came  down  amended  and  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinance'),  with  instructions  to 
report  an  ordinance  providing  tor  the  election  of 
said  officer  bv  concurrent  vote  of  the  two  branches 
of  the  Cuy  Council. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— As  I  understand  the  mat- 
ter, it  U  to  be  recommitted  with  instructions  to 
report  an  ordinance  that  the  City  Architect  shall 
be  elected  by  th^>  City  Council.  Am  I  r:ght,  Mr. 
Piesident? 

The  President— That  is  the  question. 

Mr.  Shaw— Then  I  most  heartilv  concur  in  it. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16— As  that  order  contem- 
plates quite  a  serious  cbavge  in  tiie  custom  here- 
tofore established  of  electing  the  City  Architect 
it  seems  to  me  that  the  instructions  to  prepare  the 
ordinance  in  that  manner  are  rather  peremptory. 
I  have  rot  ysi  had  time  to  think  the.  matter  over, 
and  do  not  know  now  I  should  vote  upon  it.  But 
if  in  order  I  would  move  to  amend,  so  that  the 
committee  shall  consioer  tne  expedirncy  of  mak- 
ing the  change. 

Mr.  Shaw — It  nobody  els°  dtsues  to  say  any- 
thing upoo  that  question  I  would  like  to  give  my 
views  upon  it.  i  am  opposed  to  auy  such  pioposi- 
iion  as  that  of  the  gentleman  fiom  the  Sixteenth 
Ward,  wno  is  upjn  the  Buildii  g  Committee. 
If  there  is  any  principle  which  should 
appertain  to  this  City  Council  it  is 
that  either  the  City  Council  or  the  people 
should  have  the  ri^ht  to-elect  our  officers,  i  cace 
not  which.  I  would  prefer  to  have  the  question 
go  before  the  p"opl°,  but  I  am  perfectly  content 
to  have  it  go  befoie  the  City  Council.  Ao  office 
as  import. u.t  as  that  of  the  City  Architect  should 
never  be  withm  the  enti  e  prerogative  of  any 
committee  at  all.  Every  head  of  a  depai  tmeut 
in  this  government  should  be  elected  by  the  City 
Council  or  the  people.  The  idea  that  anv  officer 
or  head  of  any  inferior  oi  superior  depaitment 
should  be  appointed  by  any  commi'tee  is  against 
the  principles  of  republican  govermaent  which 
we  oelieve  in  and  adhere  to.  I  would  have  no 
committee,  by  its  o»?n  iyse  dixit,  appoiot  any  head 
of  a  oepairment.  Eveiy  officer  should  be  under 
the  control  either  ot  the  City  Council  or  the  peo- 
ple, and  theiefoie  I  am  opposed  to  any  such 
amendment  as  is  propose ;  but  I  believe  in  con- 
curring entirely  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in 
the  suggestion  that  the  City  Architect  should  be 
electee  by  the  City  Council. 

Mr.  Burdiut —  he  duties  ot  the  City  Architect 
are  in  soxe  measure  different  trora  those  of  other 
heads  of  departments.  Nearly  all  his  work  is 
done  i~  connection  witht'  e  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  and  the'e  are  some  leasona  why  a  dif- 
ferent ohoicb  should  be  made  ot  the  head  of  that 
department.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  5  will  re- 
member that  I  bav<*  expres*ed  no  opinion  upon 
the  subject.  All  I  ask  is  that  in  view  of  the  inti- 
mate relation:-'  of  the  Architect  to  the  committee, 
the  latter  may  be  llowed  to  appear  before  the 
committee  and  give  a  statement  of  their  w-ws. 
At  the  same  time  I  express  no  opinion  upon  the 
final  merits  of  the  case.  I  can't  see  any  harm  in 
an  amendment  for  the  eommi  tee  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  reporting  such  an  ordinance. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Waidl3-lhe  duties  of  the  City 


Architect  are  more  particulaily  confined  to  the 
Department  of  Public  Buildings,  and  this  oroi- 
naoce  provioes  that  when  aay  other  department 
desires  the  services  .of  an  architect  he  shah  do 
the  wort?.  Several  departments  employ  other 
architects  to  do  work  which  seems  to  belong  to 
the  City  Aichitect,  and  it  seems  to  me  tb~  order 
is  perfectly  right.  I  think  the  City  Architect 
should  perform  all  the  work  connected  u-ita  city 
buildings;  and  I  believe  :his  Council  should  have 
the  direction  and  coitrol  of  this  officer.  But  I 
think  tnat  as  thi_;  is  ao  important  subject  it  had 
batter  he  over  for  one  week,  and  I  therefore  move 
that  i.  lie  upon  tbe  table. 

Mr.  Whitmore  ot  Ward  4  moved  to  amend  the 
motion  so  that  the  ordinance  and  order  adght  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9—1  hope  this  ordinance  will 
not  be  laid  upo  i  the  table.  It  is  a  very  impor- 
tant matter,  au:  if  it  is  to  be  considered  bv  the 
Committee  it  should  be  dons  at  an  early  daj. 
Whatever  action  the  Committee  take,  and  what- 
ever style  of  ordinance  thev  report,  it  will  sull  be 
in  tbe  hands  of  the  Council  to  accept,  reject  or 
amend  in  sny  svay  tney  see  fit.  It  ap- 
pears to  me  that  the  p toper  way  is  to 
recommit  ii  to  the  Committee,  in  some 
form  or  other,  and  let  them  report  such  an 
ordinance  as  theytbnk  will  meet  the  views  of 
the  City  Council.  The  ordnance  wi  I  tnen  lie 
ovei  one  week,  anri  we  shall  have  sufficient  time 
to  amend  or  chauge  it.  I  had  tne  honor 
to  introduce  the  o  der  which  called  forth 
this  ordm  ince  some  time  in  Ma?  last, 
and  tbe  reasons  which  actuated  me  in 
so  doing  were  that  several  deoa-iruents  employ 
architects  outsioe  of  the  building;  ad  as  we 
have  an  able  architect,  ith  a  cofnplete  and  i?ell- 
orgariizen  for  e  of  assistants  in  the  building,  it 
seemed  to  me  that  it  was  proper  and  right  thtt  all 
this  work  should  be  done  in  his  department  as  the 
office  has  every  facility  required.  As  it  is  late 
in  the  year,  I  tbi»>k  it  is  bardlv  judicious  to  la.,  so 
important  a  matter  uoon  ta»  table. 

Mr.  Wilbur— I  don't  know  that  anything  will  be 
gained,  and  I  should  be  willing  to  taRe  a  vote,  but 
I  think  a  majority  of  the  Council  would  rather 
look  into  the  matter. 

Mt.Page — I  shall  oe  cont  nt,  if  by  laving  it 
upon  the  table  the  City  Council  can  prepare  an 
ordinance  thnt  is  sati'tactorv  to  tbem,  by  amend- 
ment oi  otherwise,  and  no  delay  be  caused;  but 
if  by  laying  it  on  the  table  till  the  next  meeting 
one  member  introduces  an  amendment,  and 
another  another,  anc  then  it  is  recommitted  to 
the  committee,  the  delay  will  be  unnecessary. 

Mr.  Haingan  of  Ward  1 — I  have  not  been  able 
to  hear  a  word  spoken  by  three  of  the  gentlemen. 
Whether  it  is  because  it  is  so  soon  after  dinner 
and  they  are  too  full  for  utterance,  or  woctbEr, 
being  bisbful,  thev  couldn't  speak  loud,  I  don't 
know.  I  did  hear  one  other  gentleman,  however, 
for  he  spoke  very  plainly.  It  appears  >o  me  that 
thi~-  ordinance  is  to  establish  tbe  City  Architect 
subjsct  to  tbe  appointment  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings.  Gentlemen  say  he  is  the  h:ad 
of  a  department.  That  is  not  so;  be  is  subject  to 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings,  and  acts 
as  his  assisrant.  I  hooe  the  ordinance  will 
b-  printed,  so  that  we  may  know  what  we  are 
votin»  uoon. 

Mr.  Whitmo'e — My  only  object  in  making  the 
motion  was  toat  we  may  understand  what  w»  are 
voticg  upoa.  The  <nst  uctious  to  the  committee 
are  to  repoit  an  ordinance  making  the  City  Archi- 
tect subject  to  the  City  Council ;  aud  for  my  own 
part  I  think  that  is  the  best  possible  disposition  to 
be  made  of  it.  As  the  duties  of  that  committee 
are  ministerial,  I  do  not  sen  why  taey  should  be 
made  the  tribunal  for  the  decision  of  this  ques- 
tion. If  it  is  desired  to  give  the  committee  that 
power,  I  think  the  ordinance  had  better  lie  over 
one  week,  that  the  Commilttee  on  Public  Build- 
ings may  have  a  chance  to  produce  their  argu- 
ments. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  tbe  table  and  print  was 
lost.  The  amendment  ot  Mr.  Burditt  was  lott, 
and  the  Council  concurred  in  the  recommittal. 

Order  to  purcba-'e  the  land  and  buildings  of 
William  Hardy  on  Swett  street  and  Dorchester 
avenue,  at  not  exceedi  g  $6000,  in  settlement  of 
damages  for  laying  out  and  extending  Swett 
stree  .    Ordered  to  a  secood  riding. 

Amendment  to  order  authorizing  the  purchase 
of  laad  and  buildings  for  a  hospital  for  conta- 
gious diseases  (City  Doc.  No.  113),  by  inserting 
"Board  of"  for  Committee  on  Health,  and  the 
words  "fit  up  on  Gallop's  Island  a  suitable  hos- 
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pita!  for  thu  treatment  ot  coutagious  an^l  ic fac- 
tious diseases,  or  wherever  thev  de»m  it  neces- 
sary, may"  purchase,  etc.    Concurred. 

Rsport  and  oroer  for  a  transfer  of  $8000  from 
"Reserved  Fund"  to  appropriation  for  Suffolk- 
street  District.    Order  passed  to  a  second  readme. 

THE  CITY    CHARTER. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kimbali  of  Ward  6  the  Coun- 
cil took  up  the  sp  cial  ajsienment,  vz. 

Motion  to  substitute  for  the  new  city  charter  as 
amende1-'  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  (printed  City 
Document  JMo.  50, 1875),  a  resolve  that  it  is  inexpe- 
dient to  establish  by  staute  commssioris  or 
boards  to  exercise  the  powers  now  helu  by  the 
City  Council,  or  either  branch  thereot;  and  orders 
requesting:  the  Mayor  to  petition  for  amendments 
to  rhe  charter,  to  provide  that  the  teim  ot  office  of 
the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Cour  oilmen  be  fixed  at 
two  years;  ano  that  'he  poweis  conferred  upon 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  Dy  :  ections33and  41  of  the 
charter  be  transferred  to  the  City  Council  to  be 
exercised  as  provided  by  section  35  of  the  charter; 
and  >equestingtbe  Special  Committee  on  Revision 
ot  the  Charter,  with  aid  of  City  Solicitor,  to  pre- 
pare a  statement  of  changes  needed  in  State  leg- 
islation, other  tl  an  the  charter,  to  transfer  all 
other  powers  held  exclusively  by  tbe  Board  of 
Aldermen  to  the  City  Council. 

Mr.  Kimball  ot  Ward  6 — I  h;ive  asked,  Mr. 
President,  that  the  assignment  should  be  taken 
utj  as  near  the  hour  as  possible,  to  which  the  mat- 
ter was  referred  io  ^rder  that  we  may  amve,  if 
possible,  at  some  decision  in  regard  to  the  new 
city  charter  this  afternoon,  and  that  itmavnoc 
bang  along  as  it  has  done  during  the  whole  season. 
I  know  that  it  has  beeu  called  up  while  much  busi- 
ness lemaus  to  be  done,  but  as  the  friends  of  the 
cli  r.er  aod  the  comnitte0  bavins  itin  cbatae  for 
months,  have  for  months  give  a  wa?,  oi  been  com- 
pelled to  give  way,  that  oth«r  business  might  be 
trao.-  acted.  £  hope  tae  Council  will  patiently  hear 
us  this  afternoon.  At  toe  first  meeticg  of  the 
jear,  Mr.  President,  a  Joint  special  committee 
was  appoimed  tj  consider  the  report  of  ihe 
cowmissiocers  upon  the  new  city  charter. 
That  committee  worked  diligeitly  and  faith- 
fully, as  I  th^nk  every  one  will  agree,  whether 
friend  oi  foe  of  the  new  city  charter,  in  order  that 
it  might  be  returned  to  the  City  Governmett  at 
the  earliest  possible  moment.  On  March  15  the 
repoi  t  of  thecommittee  was  sent  to  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  aT.jfi  it  i-  well  known  to  us  all  that  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  held  many  sptcial  meetings 
un  order  that  they  might  discharge  their  duty  so 
far  as  the  committee's  report  was  concerned  aod 
get  it  to  this  Board  at  the  earliest  possible  mo- 
ment. On  April  29,  nearly  seven  months  ago,  the 
charter,  as  amended  by  the  Board  of  Alrlermeo, 
was  assigned  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council, 
for  May  6.  Oo  May  6,  we  having  the  subjects  of 
the  vegetable  market  aid  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion to  consider,  the  committee  havng  in  charge 
the  city  charter  assigned  it  to  May  13.  On  May  13, 
sewers,  Watei  Board  a^d  the  Xremont-strert  curb 
occupied  so  much  time  that  the  committee  again 
gave  wav  and  assigned  it  to  May  20.  On  May  20, 
when  there  «-as  ample  opportunity  to  consider 
the  subject  if  the  Council  had  oeen  disposed,  the 
Council  by  a  large  vote  refused  to  take  if  up,  and 
upon  the  motion  of  some  gentleman  the  Council 
immediately  adjourned.  Foliowi'  g  that  time 
came  the  celebration  of  i  he  Seven" eenth  of  June 
and  the  Fourth  of  July,  and  it  was  not  reasona- 
ble, Mv.  President,  for  the  Committee  on  the  City 
Chaiter  to  suppose  that  rheii  friends  across  the 
water,  either  of  the  Island  Ward  or  of  the 
Charlestown  District,  could  give  any  attention 
ro  so  insignificant  a  matter  a*  the  city  char- 
ter until  the  Seventeenth  of  June  and  thB 
Fourth    of  July    had   been    properly    cetebrated. 

Then  came  tbe  warm  weather,  and  the  commit- 
tee, after  urging  it  upon  tbe  attention  of  the  Coun- 
cil, let  the  whole  subject  go  by  uotil  -jftei  vaca- 
tion. On  S°pt.  23  the  charter,  a*  amenoed,  and  as 
it  came  from  the  Aldermen,  was  taken  from  the 
files,  and  m  oraer  that  tbe  friends  of  the  charter 
rmgbtnotbe  accused  of  pressing  the  subject,  it 
was  assigned  tor  two  weeks— for  Oct.  7.  On  the 
evening  of  Oct.  7  the  Council  appeared  disinclined 
again  to  consider  the  subject,  and  it  was  assigned 
to  Oct.  14.  On  Oct.  14,  in  a  Council  apparently  of 
fifty-eight  mf^nbtrs,  by  a  tie  vote  the  Council  re- 
fused to  take  ap  1  he  special  assignment.  It  was 
not  then  until  Nov.  4, —  peihaps  becau-e  the 
question  of  the  redivision  of  wards  came  up  to 
occupy  so  much  time— it  i?as  not  until  Nov.4that 
the  Council  again  was  asked  to  take  from  the  tiles 


the  subject  of  the  new  city  charter,  and  the  com- 
mitter then  were  enabled  to  ger  it  from  the  flies 
only  by  promising  that  it  itweie  so  taken  they 
would  assign  it  tor  tbe  next  meeting  of  the  Coun- 
cil. Ou  Nov.  11  the  special  assignment  was 
taken  up,  but  instead  of  disctissng  the  subject 
some  motion  was  made,  the  exact,  nature  of  which 
I  have  forgotten,— I  think,  by  the  gentleman  from 
Waid7 — to  assign  it  to  (he  aext  meeting  of  the 
Council,  wbei  the  gentleman  from  Waid  4  intro- 
duced th  motion  that  tbe  Council  should  adjourn*. 
Again  the  committee  weit  unable  to  have  the 
matter  consideied,  and  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Council  »ome  ieso]ves  and  orders  were  offered  by 
the  gentlen  an  from  Ward  4,  tbe  contents  of  which, 
so  far  as  I  know,  tract  not  b^en  communicated  to  any 
member  of  the  committee  or  to  tbe  Council,  and  the 
subject  was  then  again  postponed  until  this  meet- 
ing. I  have  not  recited  these  dates,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, in  any  spirit  of  censure  or  fault-finding,  but 
simply  to  ask  each  member  of  this  Council  if  he 
minks  it  strange  th  this  constituents  or  the  citi- 
zens of  tioston  believe  that  they  are  to  consider 
themselves  incompetent  to  discuss  this  matter  or 
unwilli.  g  io  d  <  so.  Ihe  incompetency  I  do  not 
believe  in;  the  uuw.llingness  has  been  too'appar- 
ent.  Now,  Mr.  President,  the  resolve  offered  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  4  is  nothing  but  a  de- 
tention and  an  unwillicgness  to  consider  this  sub- 
ject. It  might  just  as  well  have  been  indefinitely 
postoon.-.d  as  assigned  to  the  aext  City  Govern- 
ment, so  *ar  as  aDy  new  charter  is  concert  eJ,  to 
submit  io  the  Legislature  for  their  approval. 
Tbe  gentleman  from  Ward  4  said  that 
it  was  icexpedieut  to  consider  this  subject. 
I  do  not  recall  tbe  words  nor  i  ead  them,  but  that 
w  as  the  substance  ot  what  he  said.  Now,  Mr. 
President,  suppose  we  pass  it.  Where  are  we? 
Have  we  any  new  city  charter  to  submit  to  tbe 
Legislature?  Have  we  dote  what  the  citizens  of 
Boston  expect  us  to  do?  I  thick  tbe  gentleman 
from  Ward  5  was  right  when,  at  an  early  part  of 
the  session  last  yeai — I  think  asearly  as  the  month 
of  February— upon  the  motion  that  the  commis- 
sioners appointed  to  revise  the  city  charter  sl>ould 
present  a  leport  io  season  to  be  acted  upon  by 
that  Legislature,  he  used  the  expression,  "I  think 
the  people  look  foi  some  immeoiate  action." 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  agree,  1  r.  President, 
with  that  proposition— I  suppose  the  gentleman 
refei  •  to  me — and  I  si  and  by  it  toaay. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  W^rt)  6—1  agree  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  5  that  tbe  people  are  looking  and 
have  looked  from  that  time  u  til  t:  e  present,  first 
to  the  commissioners  and  second  to  the  Citv  Gov- 
ernment for  some  im  nediate  action  ;  some  imme- 
diate action  for  a  new  ci  y  charter;  no't  for  a3tiou 
which  would  give  rhem  no  city  charter  s>t  all. 
Now,  my  own  objection  to  the  resolve:  1  do 
not  propose  to  discuss  the  merits  or  de- 
merits ot  the  new  city  charter,  because 
tbe  question  before  us  no*?  is  simply  this 
substitute.  I  am  opposed  to  the  adoution  of 
that  resolve  principally  for  rhe  reason  that 
it  gives  us  nothing  to  goto  the  Legislature  with. 
It  we  may  credit  rhe  rumors  that  a  e  current,  the 
citizens  of  Boston  mean,  if  possible,  to  hav-^  a  new 
city  charter— a  revised  city  charter,  call  it  a  new 
one— which  shall  start  in  the  first  place  from  this 
City  Government  to  the  Legisla  ure,  or  which  in 
tbe  second  place  shall  come  tiom  the  Legislature 
to  the  people  without  the  intervention  of  the  City 
Government.  Now,  I  believe  it  would  be  better 
for  the  citizens  of  Boston  that  a  discussion  should 
be  had  heie  upoi  the  city  charter,  that  we  should 
agree  upon  some  city  charter  to  go  to  the  Legis- 
lature, and  come  from  th©  Legislature  to  them 
than  to  have  a  charter  start  from  the  Legislature 
and  qo  directly  to  the  people  for  their  vote 
witaout  any  such  cor  siderr.tion  a«  a  debate  in 
this  totm  would  bring  forth.  It  is  for  that  reason, 
principally  that  I  object  to  the  adoption  of  the 
resolve.  I  oDject  to  the  adoption  of  the  resolve, 
Mr.  President,  for  another  reason,  and  it  is  this: 
that  if  we  are  to  have  commissions  at  all — and 
owing  to  the  peculiar  course  adopted  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  4  I  am  not  quite  sure  whether 
he  is  favor  of  commissions  or  not;  because 
the  Council  may  remember  cfcat  sometime  during 
this  year  reaolves  were  introduced,  some  five  in 
number,  which  will  be  found  in  City  Document 
No.  69,  in  which  he  took  the  strong  groand  that 
certain  offices,  particularly  ihe  departments 
named  m  tee  charter,  as  it  came  from 
the  Boaid  of  Aldermen,  should  be  estab- 
lished in  the  chaiter— the  details  of  then- 
duties  should  be  left  to  the  City  Government.  I 
think,  Mr.  President,  that  almost  the  only  argu- 
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met  that  has  bee  o  offered  agaiost  com  missions 
is  one  that  is  used  perhaps  rattier  to  terrify  than 
toouvioc«;  and  that  is  that  if  we  have  commis- 
sions, tne  city  of  Boston  will  get  isto  the  hands  of 
rings,  and  we  shall  ultimatelv,  so  far  as  th?  City 
Government  i*  concerned,  Become  as  corrupt  as 
that  city  which  is  frequently  referrrd  to.  Now, 
Mr.  President,  if  we  are  to  have  comtnissiocs  I 
certainly  think  that  it  is  better  to  have  them  es- 
tablished by  statute  than  by  city  charter,  and  for 
this  leasoo:  By  ^atute  tbtse  commissions  are  to 
be  appointed  to  hold  office  for  one,  two  arid  three 
years,  and  a  tew  man  is  to  be  appoint- 
ed every  year.  Now,  the  influence  of  trie 
ting  would  be  limited  to.  the  one  man  who  would 
be  going  out.  The  two  men  in  would,  perhaps, 
care  htile  01  nothing  about  it.  The  one  man  go- 
ing out  would  undoubtedly— adopting  the  argu- 
ment used  by  the  opponents  of  commissions — use 
every  influence  Le  po'sessed  to  get  sucb  a  Gity 
Government  or  such  a  Mayor  chosen  as  would 
keep  him  in  office.  Suppose  we  establish  these 
commissions  by  ordinance,  wbat]theo  ?  Wby,  tbe 
contest  might  go  o»  ea^n  year  as  r,o  whether  we 
should  Dave  a  commission  or  whether  we  should 
not  have  a  commission.  In  other  words  there 
might  be  a  commission  and  an  anti-commis- 
sion party  in  the  fiela  each  year,  and 
the  three  men  appointsd  on  each  commis- 
sion would  comome  all  thsir  forces  to 
eethor  — following  the  a'gument  (I  do  not 
admit  it)  to  prevent  the  overtura  of  the  co  u mis- 
sions that  were  established  by  ordinate-:  be- 
cause commissions  could  be  made  or  unmade 
each  year.  Therefore,  taking  the  only  argument, 
I  have  heard  against  coaimissions,  I  say  chat  it 
is  not  expedient  that  commissions  should  be 
established  by  ordinance,  but  ratber  that  tfey 
should  be  established  by  statute. 

So  much  for  the  resolves.  Ncct  come  the  two 
orders — firsr,  that  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Com- 
mon Council  shall  be  chosen  for  two  yeais.  Now, 
Mr.  Prexiaent,  if  I  remember  aught,  when  the 
committee  made  t\ieir  report  they  stated  in  that 
report,  ot  at  all  events  it  was  stated  in  the  otber 
Board,  I  am  not  sure  which,  that  there  was  not  a 
unanimity  of  opinion  on  the  part  of  the  committee 
upon  each  and  ever v  section  "which  thev  leported; 
but  that  the  sections  weie  adopted  by  a  maj  rity 
as  a  report  and  each  member  of  the  committee 
reserved  the  right,  ot  course,  to  change  his  opin- 
ion or  to  vote  ii.  th-  Council  and  the  other  Board 
precisely  a^  he  voted  ia  tbe  commitcee.  It  I  re- 
member conectly.I  was  in  the  committee  opposed 
to  electing  tbe  members  of  the  Common  Council 
tor  t«o  years.  I  thirk  that  the  members  of  tbe 
Common  Council  should  be  chosen  anrnally  ;  that 
while  it  would  be  better  to  have  the  Mayor  chosen 
for  two  years  and  to  bave  a  somewbat  different 
term  of  service  for  tbe  Aldermen,  it  would  be 
better  for  the  Council  to  e  elected  aa- 
nually.  Therefore,  Mr.  President,  I  snould, 
if  comiielled  to  vote  at  all,  vote  against 
aD.v  order  waich  requested  the  Mayor  to  petition 
the  Legislature  for  a  charter  wbich  shoulo  pro- 
vide that  the  members  of  the  Common  Council 
should  boll  their  seats  for  two  year?  instead  of 
one. 

Tbe  sscood  o,-der  relates  to  the  powers  wtich 
the  gentleman  fiooi  Watd  4,  if  I  remember  his  re- 
marks correctly,  seemen  to  think  that  tne  Alder- 
men had  surrendered  to  th-  Cornell,  and  that 
tbere  would  never  be  such  another  opportunity  to 
clinch  the  nail  and  secure  to  the  Council  for  all 
time  tnese  powers  which  thsyhad  so  geterously 
and  magnanimously  surrendered.  Now,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, as  I  toou  occasion  recently  to  ?ay.  white\er 
the  Board  of  Alaermen  may  vote  or  pot 
vote,  I,  if  I  know  myself,  give  it  no 
weiaht  upon  my  vote  here  except  so  far  as 
this:  Tue  Board  of  Aldermen  or  a  majority  of 
them,  have  signified  rbeir  choice  for  the  charter 
as  amended  by  tbem.  In  toat  amendment  th^y 
have  not,  as  I  understand  it,  surrendered  their 
poweis  to  this  oranch,  but  they  have  sigu-.fied 
their  willingness  co  surrender  tuese  powers  to  a 
commission  which  shall  be  established  in  the 
charter,  to  be  regulated  by  the  vot'-s  of  the  two 
branches  of  tbe  Citv  Government.  Now,  Mr. 
President,  it  does  n  it  seem  wise  to  me  to  vot~  tor 
tbe  secood  order  suggested  by  tbe  treutlemau  from 
Ward  4,  foi  this  reason;  that  if  we  pass  the 
vote,  and  it  is  not  adopted  by  the  other 
branch,  we  come  back  to  the  connition  we 
have  been  in  all  along,  and  that  is,  that 
we  have  no  city  charter  at  all  to  go  to  the 
Legislature  with.  It  may  be  said,  Mr.  President, 
that  at  this  late  season  ot  the  year,  or  so  near  the 


end  of  the  year,  it  is  hardly  worto  while  for  us  to 
discuss  auo  consider  such  a  subject  as  the  city 
charter.  1  think  we  are  bound  by  every  consider- 
ation of  duty,  having  treated  this  subject  as  we 
have  during  the  whole  year,  to  come  here  as  often 
as  it  may  be  necessary  to  give  this  subjecc  as  full 
a  discussion  and  conside/ation  as  it  rsquires,  and 
put  in  some  form  a  coarter  to  be  sent  back  to  the 
other  branch  if  we  chaoge  it  in  any  respect, 
hoping  that  thev  may  concur  with  us,  aod  that  we 
may  have  something  to  present  to  tha  Legislature 
tor  them  to  act  upon.  It  is  %  question  for  us  now, 
it  seems  to  me,  whether  we  are  going  to  give 
the  people  of  Boston  a  charter  for  them 
to  go  to  the  Legislature  with  or  wnett- 
er  thev  are  to  go  to  the  Lerflslatura 
and  ask  for  a  charter  aod  deci;e  upon  this  with- 
out our  mtei  vention.  1  hope  that  the  substitute 
offerer  by  the  gentleman  fromWaid  4  will  not 
nrevail,  that  lo  motion  will  prevail  which  Iooks  to 
the  ir. definite  postponement  of  this  suoject,  but 
thac  we  shall  seriously  ard  earnestly  take  hold  of 
this  city  charter,  no  matter  ho*  much  we  modify 
it,  and  give  it  ail  the  time  it  needs  before  our 
terms  of  office  expire. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Wari  5—1  have  not  come  here  pre- 
pared witn  a  .y  elaborate  speech  aod,  perhaps, 
not  with  any  profound  reasons,  for  the  faith 
which  is  within  me.  I  thank  my  worthy  friend 
from  Btacoa  Hill  for  his  reference  to 
me  with  regard  to  that  waich  I  said  in 
regard  to  the  c>cy  charter.  I  believe,  sir,  and  I 
always  hs,ve  believed  ia  all  the  years  since  I  have 
been  a  member  of  the  City  Government,  that  che 
city  charter  needed  some  revision.  I  am,  from 
the  principles  which  I  entertain  and  from  the 
teachings  I  have  received  from  the  people,  entire- 
ly opposed  to  this  wholesale  commission.  I  read 
here,  sir,  in  this  book  which  I  have  before  tue, 
whici  is  City  Document  No.  50,  the  proposition 
which  places  tuis  gi  eat  power  within  the  hand*  of 
the  Mayor  and  deprives  the  people  and  the  City 
Government  ot  their  rights,  eighteen  changes.  I 
could  cite  them,  page  by  page  and  number 
by  number,  it  i;  we're  necessary.  But 
rhere  are  eighteen  changes  which  pLce 
this  whole  matter  of  city  charter  and 
appointment  of  its  departments  withir.  the 
entire  prerogative  and  the  arbitrary  prerogative 
of  the  M?,vor,  *?  soever  he  maybe.  Co  that,  sir, 
as  a  piinciple,  I  am  diametrically  opwosed.  lam 
opposes  to  it  on  every  principle  of  democracy  and 
on  every  principle  of  repuolicanism.  Ithanirmy 
friead  for  his  reference  to  me,  because  it  gives 
ni3  a  chance  to  <-ake  the  floor  and  state  someching 
of  my  position.  Now,  sir,  we  pretend  to  be,  ana 
we  are  in  form,  a  republican  government.  Let  us 
not  be  an  aibitrarv  autocracy  in  practice;  but 
tuis  new  charter  makes  us  nothing  else.  Who- 
ever mav  have  brought  it  irto  this  Council,  I 
care  not  from  who  n  it  comes,  from  one  maa  or 
another,  whether  from  a  comm  tfee  elected  by 
us  or  appointsd  bv  us,  it  is  nothing  else  but 
an  auocracy;  it  is  ■  nothing  else  bur  an 
instrument  to  dep live  the  people  of  the  nahr  to 
say  who shal' be  their  rulers.  Who  would  rxan- 
agie  the  finances  of  \be  city?  VV ho  would  arbi- 
trate as  to  who  «bould  do  the  business  of  the  city? 
As  one  of  the  Democracy  and  as  one  of  the  Re- 
puolieans,  whichever  way  you  may  call  it,  I  shall 
oppose  this  measure  to  the  bitter  end.  I  bave 
nothing  to  say  against  the  piinciples  enunciated 
by  my  worthy  friend  from  the  Sixth  Ward.  He 
looks  upon  it  from  one  standpoint  aad  I  look  at  it 
from  another.  I  fin  J  here,  and  I  have  within  the 
last  ten  minutes  marked  eve-y  point  which 
says  this  power  shall  be  given  to  the  Mayor. 
1 1  the  Mayor,  sir!  The  Mayor  of  Boston,  one 
maa,  to  taky  this  powe  -  away  from  the  hands  of 
rhe  people,  or  even  from  tne  representatives  of 
the  people!  Is  that  the  dejoocracy  of  which  we 
boast  in  this  country?  Now,  Mr.  President,  my 
friend  says  that  la«t  year  I  ro  e  in  my  place  as  the 
representative  of  the  tilth  Waid  and  siated  so 
and  so.  I  acknowledge  it  all.  I  acknowledge  that 
the  city  charter  needs  revision.  But  tbe  prin- 
ciples which  foundeo  tin  proposition  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  4  are  the  principles  i - .  which 
I  believe.  That  is  ihe  levision  which  the  people 
ask  for.  What  is  tnat  revision?  What  does  it 
amount  to?  1  have  now,  sir,  had  the  honor, 
for  the  last  three  years,  to  have  rtptescnted 
a  portion  of  the  people  ot  Boston  in  this 
Council  aod  I  have  never  failed  to  say  that  there 
never  should  be  a  standing  committee  of  the  Board 
of  Alder  me  j  as  separate  from  the  Common  Council 
to  adjudicate  upon  any  of  the  city  matters.  I 
said  that,  sir,  not  in   opposition  to  tbe  Board  of 
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Aldermen  bv  any  means,  cut  as  a  matter  of  prin- 
ciple. It  is  the  principle  •?  hich  controls  the  legis- 
lation of  thi  St^ie  of "  Massachusetts  that  every 
corumittee  upon  all  practical  matters  shall  be  a 
joint  committee.  Tj  the  Leinslature  every  afEair 
ot  state  is  adjudicated  upon,  passed  upon,  reported 
upon  by  a  joint  committee, with  the  exception  of  tbe 
matters  which  «o  before  tbe  (Jomniiiee  on  the 
Judiciary.  I  ;m  willing  to  admit  tbat  thel=gal 
committee  ot  trie  Senate  may  pass  upoi  a  matter 
and  report  upon  it,  and  wnen  it  shall  pass  into  tbe 
House,  the  Judicial y  Committee  of  ihe  House  may 
pa-s  upon  it.  But,  s'.r,  tbe  city  of  Boston  is  what? 
It  is  not  such  a  body  as  makes  laws  for  ine  State. 
Tbe  city  of  Boston  1-  a  great  municipality,  a  gieat 
corporation,  and  it  should  be  managed  upou  coi- 
porace  principles.  It  is  a  matter  of  busines  ,  Mr. 
President,  which  you  ssnote  and  every  member 
knows  should  be  passed  upon  joinrly.  Commit- 
tees should  be  heard  and  committees  should 
hear  applicants  in  regard  to  their  griev- 
ances whatever  they  may  be.  But  the 
proposition  before  us  is  tbat  the  brads  of  depart- 
ments, an  I  consequently  all  committees,  shall  be 
appointed  by  his  Honoi  the  Mayor,  whoever  ha 
maybe.  I  am  willing  to  admit,  Mi.  President, 
that  there  is  a  nominal  check  with  the  City  Couo- 
cil  iu  their  approval  of  the  candidates,  foot  is  it 
anything  else  than  nominal?  Your  ex  verier  ce, 
sir,  and  mine,  and  that  of  every  member  ot  this 
board,  is  tbat  a  nomination  made  by  the  Mayor  is 
paramount  to  everything  else  which  shall  come 
before  the  City  Council.  Did  you  evei  Know  the 
nomination  of  any  man,  or  of  a>  y  board  of  men, 
or  of  ny  Doara  of  commissioners,  coming  from 
his  Honoi  the  Mayor,  to  oe  oef^ated  in  the 
City  Council?  I  wish  some  one  would  rise 
in  his  place  and  tell  me  when  and  whee.  It  is 
not  in  the  history  of  tbe  legislation  of  thi-  Coun- 
cil. No,  sir,  tbe  Mayor  is  paramount.  His  ipse 
dixit  is  like  rbat  ot  the  Alinigoty.  I  am  king.  I 
am  tbe  Mayor.  '  be  kitg  can  do  i  o  wrong.  'Tne 
Mayor  can  do  no  w  oog."  You  b  <ys,  you  infriiors 
of  tne  City  Council,  submir  to  my  ipse  dixit.  I 
do  ot  eay  that  is  the  laiguage  ot  his  Ho  or  the 
Mav  or,  but  if  this  proposition  is  ac opted  it  may 
become  true,  and  eveiy  ma-:  that  hears  me  knows 
it.  I  a-c  opposed  'from  beginning  to  end 
to  any  such  proposition  as  that  which  comes 
down'heie  trom  the  houorabl"  Board  of  Al- 
derireu  as  a  city  chaner  for  us  or  for  the  peo- 
ple of  Bostou   to  be  controlled  by  in  the  future. 

The  oroposittoa  cotni.g  from  tbe  gentleman 
from  Ward  4.  wbo,  though  never  before  in  toe 
Citv  Government,  has  shown  .tin  self  coapetent 
to  uaetteverv  question  which  has  arisen  here  to- 
day, is  that  which  I  believe  in  It  is  chat  it  is  in- 
expedient for  us  to  adopt  this  measure,  but  that  it 
is  expedient  for  ns  to  asu  thi  Legislature,  throagh 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  t5  give  us  a  charter  which 
shall  make  <ivery  committee  of  the  City  Council  a 
joint  committee",  so  that  we,  inferior  rbou_h  we 
mav  be,  mere  brats  though  we  may  be,  may  judge 
of  all  questions  presented  to  the  City  Council. 
Tbat  is  what  I  desire,  and  that  is  what, 
as  a  member  or  the  General  Oouitj  if  I  should 
eve'  live  to  take  my  seat  there  I  shall  advocate 
with  all  the  earnestness — it  may  be  but  little— 
which  1  possess,  and  vith  all  the  ar.ior  and  zeal  of 
an  honest  man,  feeling,  sir.  tbat  the  rights  of  the 
people  arc  not  to  be  o  owde  i  out  of  sight  by  such 
documents  as  this.  I  shall  advocate  the  peaple's 
rights.  I  shall  advocate  the  doctrines  enunciated 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ware  4,  and  whicn  I  have 
stated  here  tonight,  because  I  believe  that  if  we 
should  pass  this  darter  today,  the  people,  bv 
more  than  three  to  one,  would  repudiate  it,  and 
our  labor  would  be  love's  labor  lost.  I  nope  for 
the  adoption  ot  the  substitute  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  4,  and  then  I  believe  the  peopie  will 
be  satisfied  and  will  obtain  then  rights,  and  we 
wbo  are  sent  here,  four  from  each  ward,  will  have 
done  oar  duty  in  standing  up  for  their  rights. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Waid  9—1  do  not  propose,  ^ir,  to 
make  aoy  extended  remarksup on  the  suDject  be- 
fore us,  at  the  present  time.  I  only  wish  to  say 
a  very  few  words.  The  f'rienas  of  (be  charter,  it 
seems  to  me,  have  this  to  complain  of:  that  by 
arguments  like  those  of  the  gentleman  who  has 
just  sat  jown— arguments  rhieh  are  merely  his 
own  generalizations,  his  own  conclusions  whica 
are  derived  not  from  the  nretnises  given  in  the 
charter  itseK,  bur  from  assumed  premises— tbes» 
arguments  and  rbo-e  of  others  in  a  similar  strain 
or  direction,  it  seems  to  me,  have  an  effect  iu  this 
Council  to  create  a  feeling  of  determined  opposi- 
tion against  the  charter  without  doing  it  the  jus- 
tice ot  a  simple  examination.    Now  suppose  tha 


contrary  course  were  taken,  and  then  tbe  Council 
were  to  adopt  the  same  plan  that  was  adocted  by 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  we  took  this  much- 
condemned  instrument  up  and  examined  it  sec- 
tion by  section,  and  let  tois  discussion  come  upon 
each  section  in  turn  ;  tbeo  if  sound  arguments  can 
be  made  on  either  side  let  them  have  their  weight. 
I  will  venture  to  say,  and  I  do  not  think  I  shall  do 
any  n  justice,that there  are  trentlemenbere  who  are 
de-irousof  voting  agair. st  this  charter  who  certain- 
ly have  ftot  fully  considered  tbe  sections  against 
which  they  intend  to  vote;  but  they  have  obtain- 
ed an  impression  from  such  remarks  as  we  have 
just  heard,  that  the  rights  of  the  peopla  are  to  be 
infringed  upon,  and  that  therefore  they  are  deter- 
mined they  will  not  have  anythiug  to  do  with  it. 
Now  what  are  we  all  seeking  for?  We  are  en- 
deavoring to  have  a  document  which  shall  secure 
the  best  interests  of  the  peoDle.  Through  the  ef- 
forts of  some  of  ihe  most  intelligent  men  who 
have  every  advantage  of  education,  and  the  time 
thev  have  given  ttrthe  subject,  we  have  a  certain 
document  given  us  to  consider;  but  *  e,  by  neat- 
ing  a  prejudice  against  that  document,  entirely  re- 
fused to  consider  it.  Now  is  anygemleman  pre- 
pared to  say  that  tbe>e  is  no  good  in  it? 
tha*'  >>e  may  tot,  by  considering  it,  learn  some- 
thing as  to  whether  >here  aie  no  weaknesses 
m  our  present  system,  ana  whether  these  weak- 
nesses can  be  co. reefed  or  improved?  Now  I 
maintain  th:»t  our  simple  duty  unoer  all  circum- 
stances is  to  coiSioer  the  document;  that  we 
should  take  it  up  section  by  section;  tbat  argu- 
ments should  be  given  ou  both  sides,  and  that  an 
endeavor  should  be  ooade  to  come  to  a  just 
conclusion.  I  merely  say  this,  as  it  seems 
to  me  that  no  show  of  aigumet.t  has  been 
made  by  all  these  generalizations  which 
we  contend  aie  not  the  question,  and  should  rot 
supersede  the  document  itself. 

Mr.  Whitmors  of  Ward  4— I  presume,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, as  having  introduced  this  substitute,  that  I 
may  be  expec  ed  to  defend  it.  I  shall  endeavor  to 
do  so  very  briefly.  Tbe  gentleman  from  "Ward  6 
says  that  the  Council  has  shown  a  di«iucliuatiou 
to  iiiscu  s  the  subj  ct  of  the  new  charter.  I  agree 
with  him.  1  tbiok  the  Cour.cil  has  been  unwil- 
ling to  listen  to  debate  upon  it;  but  the  reason  is 
not  so  fai  to  see.  Ordinarily,  when  any  sub- 
ject like  this  is  to  be  passed  upon,  the 
course  adopted  would  be.  to  lay  down 
princiaies  first,  and  then  instruct  the  committee 
to  prepare  tbe  details.  In  this  cas°,  owi:  g  to  the 
way  m  which  th;*  matter  was  introduced  into  cue 
City  Government,  a  directly  contrary  course  was 
pursued.  We  had  a  report  sent  to  us,  a  commit- 
tee was  appointed  at  the  first  meeting  this  year, 
and  tbe  result  of  it  was  taat  no  member  of  the 
Council,  except  the  members  of  tbe  roaamittee, 
had  any  opportunity  to  examine  iu  It  is  for  tbat 
reason  tbat  it  has  been  so  difficult,  in  my  estima- 
tion, to  get  the  Couun  I  to  a  consideration  of  the 
whole  subject.  Heie  is'a  document  brought  in 
with  seventy  or  eighty  pages.  It  is  the  funda- 
mental law  of  tbe  ciry.  ADd  yet  there  has 
been  no  discission  upon  it  as  to  woat 
the  wishes  of  the  majoriiy  weie  in  forming 
that  document.  Now,  sir,  when  any  system  is 
bi  ought  m  such  an  erioneous  manner  foetore  a 
popular  body  it  is  childish  to  complain  that  the 
body  will  not  consider  it.  It  was  not  introduced 
or  brought  forward  in  toe  right  manner,  and  any 
one  could  nave  predicted  its  failure,  whether  it 
was  the  best  document  ever  written  be  tiOt. 

In  the  second  place,  in  inttociucing  the  sugges- 
tion which  1  did,  I  endeavored  to  do  justice  to 
both  sides  oi  Ine  question.  The  gentleman  has 
not  at  all  contradicted  ror  denied  the  statement 
which  I  made,  that  the  motion  which  I  introduced 
for  tie  alteiation  of  tbe  powers  of  thj  AUermea 
and  giving  the  control  of  the  executive  to  both 
branches  would  be  a  great  source  of  alteration  in 
theptesent  charter.  That  proposition,  I  think, 
is  so  sample  that  a  child  c.n  understand  it. 
Ac  the  present  time  the  Aldermen  can  exercise  the 
control  over  what  is  termed  the  executive  portion 
of  the  City  Government.  Tbey  have  part  of  the 
department  exclusively  under  their  control.  They 
have  very  magnanimously  offered  to  Uy  down 
these  powers,  not,  as  tae  gentleman  from  Ward  6 
has  stated,  that  the  control  snail  be  given  to  the 
City  Council,  but  to  a  Board  of  Commissioners.  I 
desire  tbat  thev  should  be  submitted  to  both 
branches  of  the  City  Council.  It  mav  be  said,  and 
has  been  said,  that  City  Document  No.  50, 
which  is  the  report  of  the  committee  as  amended 
and  adopted  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  contains 
a  great  deal  ot  good.    It  does.    It  contains  nearly 
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all  of  tine  old  city  chartsr.  I  hsiva  already  fur- 
nished the  membe.s  of  the  City  Council  with 
some  extracts  from  that  document,  from  tba,t  re- 
port and  ordinance,  wnich  show  ibat  the  great 
bulk  of  fifty-two  pages,  neatly,  which  has  been 
added  to  the  roimercity  charter  is  co  uposed  of 
unnecessary  and  trivial  details.  If  the  committee 
had  adopted  the  piicciples  of  tbe  old  charter,  and 
added  simply  thecia  ges  they  desired  to  get  in 
the  conferring  of  the  power  of  the  Aldermen 
to  commissions  they  need  not  have  mads  a  book 
of  over  thirty  pages.  1  think  tbe  variations 
would  have  been  so  slight  tbac  thd  Council  could 
have  taken  them  into  consideration.  I  trust  I 
have  not  beet:  unfair,  in  tbe  resolve  I  mtioduced, 
10  hp.ving  it  represent,  as  I  thought,  fully  the  car- 
dinal principle  of  the  charter.  It  there  is  any  idea 
which  can  be  elaborated  from  the  whole  of  chese 
eeveoty-six  pages  or  the  new  city  charter,  it  is, 
I  chiuk,  that  tbe  whole  CityGovermneatis  to  oe  put 
into  tbe  hands  of  commissions.  In  order  to  bring 
out  some  -reasoiable  chance  tor  the  expression 
of  million  in  regard  to  the  report  of  tbe  committee, 
I  cffsred  as  the  first  step  of  tbe  series  the  resolu- 
tion that  it  was  inexpedient  to  establish  commis- 
sions by  statute.  I  agree  with  >he  gentleman 
from  Ward  6  that,  taken  alone,  that  resolution  had 
very  little  force  anu  very  little  meaning.  I  nope 
the  Council  will  proceed  to  a  definite  vote,  and 
settle  the  question  whether  we  want  commission- 
ers or  not.  It  tbe  Council  should  pass  a  vote  co 
reject  that  resolve  I  should  of  course  expect  tbe 
others  to  tall,  there  oeing  nothing  to  make  it  de- 
sirable to  pass  them  if  the  other  is  not  passed.  I 
hope  the  opposition  will  come  to  a  poin  ,and  tbat 
thire  wdl  be  do  misunderstanding  about  the 
effect  of  the  vote. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6— Like  other  gentlemen 
who  have  spoken,  Iiegret  that  this  subject  has 
come  up  in  its  present  shape.  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  4  has  singled  out  with  considerable 
ski  1  tbe  most  unpopular  feature  of  the  new  char- 
ter and  asus  us  to  vote  upon  that;  that  is  the 
feature  which  is  at  first  sight  unpopular.  I  think 
if  we  had  looked  into  this  matter  properly,  taking 
the  rew  chapter  up  section  by  section,  we  might 
have  accepted  tbe  greater  part  of  it.  We  might 
have  substantially  agreed,  not  to  put  everything 
into  the  ban;is  of  commissions,  but  upon  the  moie 
important  tranches  of  tbe  charter;  botit  may  now 
be  expected  mat,  wheB  the  Council  is  asked  to 
vote  upon  tbe  general  principle  of  commissions 
they  will  vote  it  dowo,  and  the  gentleman  may 
gam  the  credit,  sucb  as  it  is,  of  striking  the 
blow  tnat  killed  the  new  charier.  Still,  I  would 
sug'geat  t' at  those  that  are  opposed  co  commi»- 
sions  should  not  put  too  much  faith  in  the  gentle- 
man from  Wara  4,  inasmuch  as  hit  resolution 
leaves  biti)  with  one  leg  over  the  fence.  He  says  be 
is  opposed  to  commissions  created  by  statute,  but 
we  do  uot  oea  from  him  —  and  he  has  bee* 
calleo  upon  to  express  himself  upon  that  point; — 
we  do  not  heai  from  him  «*  nether  he  is  opposed  to 
commissions  in  the  absttact  and  up<n  general 
principle*  or  not.  It  ma"  well  be  that  were 
the  subject  to  rome  up  again  he  ,vould  think  that 
commissions  were  so  vaiuab  eanddesiiable  things 
to  have  that,  rather  than  not  have  tnem  at  ail,  ae 
would  be  wiliiag  to  vote,  for  commissions  creaiea 
by  charter ;  so  that  perhaps  be  is  not  a  very  gooa 
anti-commistion  man  after  all.  He  may  be  con- 
sidered as  being  upon  the  fence,  readv  to  jump 
on  either  side.  The  resolutions  offered  in  tbe 
early  part  of  the  year  by  the  gentleman's  lieu- 
tenant in  the  other  brancn,  and  whicn  were  un- 
derstood to  come  from  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
4,  were  favorable  to  commissions.  No?  they 
take  the  other  sbape.  Now  the  resolution  is  op- 
posed to  commissions,  and  it  is  hard  to  tell  what 
the  gentleman's  position  leally  is.  The  main  ques- 
tion, however,  that  we  want  to  consider,  is 
with  reference  to  commissions,  and  upon  that 
I  would  like  to  say  a  few  words.  It  is  objected 
heie  that  commissions  ta'*e  tbe  government  ouc 
of  the  hanos  of  the  people,  take  awav  the  peo- 
ple's rights,  and  are  contiary  to  toe  spirit  of  our 
institutions,  and  all  that.  It  seems  to  me 
that  is  an  entirely  erronious  view  of  the 
matter.  W  ben  Boston  was  a  small  town,  the  oeo- 
ple  met  together  m  town  meetiog  and  substan- 
tially toe  whole  affairs  of  the  city  sere  directed 
in  town  meeting.  Whether  a  stieet  should  be 
laid  our  or  paved,  whether  a  schoolhouse  should 
be  built,  all  these  matters  weie  debated  and  acted 
upon  i >  town  nueeriug,  and  so  long  as  Boston  re- 
mained a  small  town,  with  comparatively  few  in- 
habitants, tbat  system  worked  verv  well.  But  as 
tbe  city  grew  larger  it  was  seen  that  the  system  did 


not  work  well.  There  was  too  much  to  do.  Town 
meetings  aad  to  be  held  too  often.  There  was 
too  much  business  'O  ;se  done.  Ten  meetings 
weie  found  to  be  impracticable  for  carrying 
on  the  business,  and  they  cast  about  for  a 
substitute  aud  adopted  'a  city  government.  It 
was  not  because  they  did  uot  tiust  the  people.  It 
was  not  taking  th- nghes  away  from  the  people. 
It  was  simply  supplying  the  peopl*  with  new  ma- 
chinery for  governing  themselves.  In  this  country 
wecanmot  take  the  government  away  from  the  peo- 
ple. It  is  necessary  tbat  tbe  city  and  the 
Slice  and  tbe  w'lole  nation  should  be  gov- 
erned by  th=  people,  and  the  people  will  do  what 
they  will,  whether  it  is  good  or  ill.  But  it  was 
feund,  as  I  say.  that  the  basioess  of  th"  city  could 
not  be  carried  on  py  the  old  to  vo-meeting  system. 
It  was  not  practicable.  It  took  too  murch  of  the 
time  of  the  cirizeos,  and  when  they  had  got  any- 
thing done,  thQy  found  toat  it  bad  been  done  in 
such  a  way  that  nooody  was  satisfied  with  it. 
Therefore  thev  chauged  the  form  to  a  city  gov- 
ernment and  divided  the  citv  into  wards,  so  that 
ths  citizens  could  "end  cbeir  representatives  to 
this  Council,  io  older  chat  they  might  here 
discuss  and  determine  tnose  matters  widen 
the  people  bad  too  much  to  do  to  discuss  in  town 
meeting.  That  went  on  and  worked  ve<y  well  for  a 
gi  eat  many  years.  But  tbe  city  has  grow  i  immense- 
ly srnce  tbe  city  chatter  was  adopted,  and  it  is 


found  tbatit  isnotnovv  working  very  well,  and  that 
the  immense  machinery  of  our  City  Govern  mem  te- 
quires  a  great  ceal  got  time  anoi  attention  from 
somebody.  Xhe  gentlemen  serving  without  pay  on 
these  two  branches  of  tbe  City  Government,  at- 
tending met/fangs  once  a  week  to  discuss  these 
general) matters,  are  compelled  to  slur  over  a  great 
many  things  fo  want  of  time,  and  have  found 
it  necessary  to  turn  over  the  details  to  commit- 
tees. Tho  co Dmdttees,  as  gentlemen  are  aware, 
are  uot  likely  to  attend  very  fully  to  the  business 
before  them.  A.  mau  comes  here  and  it  takes  him 
a  year  to  find  out  tbe  duties  ot  tbe  committee  of 
which  he  is  a  member.  He  is  n^t  paid  to  attend 
to  this  thing;  he  furnishes  his  services  gratui- 
tously, steals  a  few  hours  from  his  business  which 
needs  his  attention,  and  comes  u»  to  City  Hall  to 
discuss  those  public  matters  which  themselves  re- 
quire a  great  deal  of  atcentioi.  Tbe  tesult  is  that 
too  often  they  are  imperfectly  attended  to.  As  I 
said,  the  details  of  the  ousiness  are  so  great,  and 
the  machinery  is  so  complicated,  that  co  under- 
stand affairs  thoroughly  and  to  attend  to  tnem 
properly,  men  are  needed  who  shad  give  their 
whole  time  to  the  citv  ;  who  shall  be  paid  for  do- 
ing so,  and  who  shall  feel  that  it  is  their  life  busi- 
ness for  tbe  lime  that  ihey  serve.  And  the  object 
©t  thisnsw  charter  an  I  of  the  commissions  pro- 
vided for  in  it,  so  far  as  tbe  ousmess  of  the  city 
has  been  transferred  to  commissions,  is  to  get  over 
this  t/ouble  of  committees  working  gratuitously 
by  snatcoing  a  little  time  from  their  ousiuess, 
never  perhaps  assembling  io  fud  numbers, finding 
it  impossible  It  get  a  quorum  and  harder  to  keep 
it— and  instead  of  that  to  piovide  a  few  men  picked 
out  as  especially  Acted — as  members  of  commit- 
tees are  not  al  ways— tor  the  business,  and  employed 
and  paid  to  give  (heir  whole  time  and  attention  to 
these  subjects.  But  the  people,  directlvorinclirect- 
ly,  ate  at  the  bottom  of  the  whole  machineiy  s  till. 
The  question  of  how  these  commissions  shall 
be  chosen  is  not  be  for*  us.  The  people 
are  at  the  oottom  of  the  whole  t'tmg,  The  do  ver 
still  rests  in  them ;  it  is  only  a  more  convenie  ot 
way  for  them  to  exercise  the  r  powers.  It;  would 
be  inconvenient,  it  would  be  utterly  impossible  to 
carry  on  the  business  ot  this  city  by  tbe  old  town- 
meeting  system.  We  have  arranged,  and  it  is  our 
duty  to  arrange  a  machine/ v  or  government  which 
shall  rendei  it  a  ore  convenient  for  the  people  at 
large  to  determine  and  exercise  their  power  and 
their  wishes  in  regard  to  the  a  anagement  of  tbe 
City  Government — without  taking  too  nation  of 
thetr  time,  Jand  without  calling  upon  them 
to  vo  e  too  ofien  upon  too  mauy  matters. 
I  think  we  may  feel  that  there  are  a  great  many 
tbiegs  before  us  aid  that,  there  have 
been  many  things  before  us  that  have  not  ben 
very  intelligently  met,  and  chat  they  should  be 
settled  by  sooie  peojds  who  nave  studied 
into  them  particularly.  For  these  reasons 
ic  seen  s  to  me  that  the  principle  of  commissions' 
which  has  been  singled  out  as  unpopular,  may  be 
successfully  defended,  and  that  it  ii  impottant 
for  us  to  adopt  a  system  of  turning  over 
the  diffeient  branches  of  government  to  men 
who  shall  make  it  their  especial  business  io  take 
care  of  them,  and  not  leave  them  to  be  managed  by 
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committees  ot  the  City  Council  who  have  a  great 
many  other  things  to  atteno  to?  and  who  by  toe 
time  they  begin  to  learn  what  re  to  be  done  are 
rotated  out  of  office  <o  give  place  to  other  men 
who  don't  know  anything  aoout  it. 

Mr.  Harn.on  of  Ward  6—1  cannot  agree  with 
my  colleague.  It  is  tru°  that  the  city  is  so  large 
that  it  caonot  be  managed  by  town  meetings,  and 
I  recognize  Che  fact  that  the  ueople  of  the  State 
of  Massachusetts  cannot  meet  upon  Boston  Com- 
mon to  t  aosact  their  bnsiues*.  But  the  power  is 
delegated  to  senators  and  representatives  from 
different  parts  of  the  State,  and  the  Legislature, 
for  all  such  purpose?,  is  the  people  of  the  State. 
For  the  same  reason  the  City  Council  is  the  peo- 
ple of  Boston,  and  if  the  representatives  of  the 
people  cannot  manage  their  affairs  as  well  as 
paid  commissions,  I  don't  see  but  the  whole 
foundation  of  our  Government  has  fallen 
out.  The  whole  fabric  must  restupon  some  power, 
and  that  power  is  the  people  or  their  elected  rep- 
reseutatives.  If  gentlemen  who  come  here  neg- 
lect their  bum  cess  on  committees  because  they 
don't  receive  any  pay,  they  ought  not  to  be  here. 
I  hope  the  city  ot  Boston  will  elect  competentmen 
to  manage  their  affairs,  and  if  men  accept  office 
and  come  into  this  body,  they  should  attend  to 
their  duties.  I  thiuk  the  city  business  can  be  at- 
tended to  a-<  well  by  committees  as  by  commis- 
sioner--. I  don't  believe  in  the  idea  that  commis- 
sioners are  bectet  than  committees,  for  I  believe 
that  commissious  have  proved  expensive  luxu- 
ries. If  arjy  gentleman  now  living  can  invent  a 
city  government  that  can  be  run  at  less  expeuse 
toan  ou  is,  be  will  deserve  the  thanks  of  present 
and  future  ge<  erations. 

Mr.  Shaw — I  don't  believe  I  should  have  risen 
again  to  snaak  upon  ibis  subject  hart  it  not  been 
for  tfie  most  extraordinary  statement  of  'he  geo- 
tleman  from  Wa-d6  [Mr.  Crocker].  Let  me  re- 
peat it—  ttie  most  extraoi  dit,ary  statement  I  have 
heard  sioce  I  have  bten  a  member  here;  ana  it  is 
this— I  took  occasion  to  note  u  down,  as  I  fre- 
quently do— said  he,  "the  question  is  not  betoie  us 
as  to  how  these  men  are  to  be  appointed."  Well, 
i  ow,  let  me  answer  that  question.  Upon  page  22 
ot  City  Document  50,  woien  is  the  charter — 

Mr.  Crocker — I  considered  the  que-cion  before 
us  the  adoption  of  the  substitute  and  resolution 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4,  which 
does  n't  raise  that,  point. 

Mr.  Snaw— I  admit  the  technicality  of  my 
learned  and  profound  friend;  but  10  debating  this 
question  we  take  the  alternative.  The  soDStitute 
biings  ihe  whole  question  before  us,  and  of 
course  if  can  be  aebaied.  Let  me  repeat  it 
again,  because  I  was  interrupted  in  the  thread 
of  my  argument— ''the  question  is  not  befoe 
us  as  to  how  these  men  are  to.  be  appoint- 
ed." Now  then  let  me  refer  to  the  tsenty-s-econd 
Dage  of  the  ■  harter.  The  City  Cleik— "the  Mayor 
consenting  thereto,"  meaning  his  appointment. 
On  the  23d  page ,  sir,  "and  he  u>av  be  removed  by 
the  Mayoi  with  tne  approval  of  the  City  Council  " 
The  Cicv  Collector— "and  be  may  be  removed  by 
the  Mayor  with  the  approval  ot  the  City  Council." 
Let  us  go  on.  Tt.e  Auoitor  of  Accounts— "he 
shall  be  removed  at  the  pleasure  of  the  board  of 
Aldermeu,  the  Mavor  thereto  consenting." 

Mr.  Crocker— I  rais*  the  point  that  it  is  not  in 
oroer  to  discuss  the  details  of"  the  charter  at  the 
present  time.  I  suppo-e  the  lesoiuiiou  of  the 
gentleman  from  Wai  n  4  is  before  the  Council,  and 
that  we  are  not  considering  whether  the  partic- 
ular details  of  t'  e  charter  aieor  are  not  desirable. 

Mi.  Shaw — I  am  giving  my  reasons  why  1  op- 
pose the  charter  and  propose  to  advocate  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13— It  seems  to  me  we  are 
getting  into  the  right  direction,  after  all,  by  pro- 
voking a  little  discussion  and  debate  upon  this 
question.  I  think  tha  gentle  man  fiom  Ward  4  is 
entit'ed  *-o  the  thanks  of  the  Council  for  the,  prop- 
osition he  has  put  forth,  whether  we  agree  with 
him  or  not,  for  it  has  made  a  point  to  discuss  this 
matter  upon.  From  my  staidpoin*,  I  must  say  I 
agree  with  him.  The  question  of  commissions  is  n't 
the  important  matter  with  me;  it  is  the  method 
of  appointing  tf  em.  It  is  n't  a  question  of  how 
we  are  going  io  administer  the  Government,  but 
the  best  way  of  getting  men  to  administer  it.  It 
seems  to  me  that  is  a  fact  which  we  can  all  recog- 
nize and  discuss  wilhout  any  feeling  or  personal- 
ities. Theie  is  aprincipleunderlying  this  matter. 
The  reason  why  we  propose  to  have  a  ne*v  charter 
is,  we  have  found  ourselves  ruaning  into  debt, 
and  the  expense  of  conducting  ibe  city's  business 
is  so  immense,  that  a  change  is  called  fox.    If  you 


can  adopt  any  plan  for  carrying  out  the  present 
system  of  government  more  economically  than  it 
is  now,  it  seems  to  me  that  tb&t  plan  will  satisfy 
the  people.  That  is  what  we  are  after.  It  is  n't 
the  form  of  appointing  commissioners,  or  who 
shall  appoint  them;  but  the  question  is  to  adopt 
some  plan  of  administering  our  Government  in 
the  most  fcconomical  manner  possible.  Whoever 
can  suggest  such  apian  well  deserves  the  thanks 
of  thj  citizens.  I  have  taken  considerable  pains 
to  look  over  the  new  charter,  and  I  believe  lhat  if 
we  take  it  up  clause  by  clause  and  item  by  item, 
we  should  all  substantially  agree  upou  it.  There 
are  some  details  of  the  old  charter  that  need  to  be 
perfected,  and  I  believe  that  has  partially  been 
done.  But  the  grand  issue  before  the  Council  is 
the  question  of  commissions — shall  we  run  this 
Government  by  commissions  or  not?  If  we 
decide  to  run  it  by  commissions — which  I  don't 
object  to,  if  it  can  be  done  cheaper — then  the 
question  is  whether  they  snail  be  appointed  by 
the  Mayor  or  by  vote  of  the  City  Council.  My 
prefeience  is  tor  election  by  the  City  Council; 
that  is  what  I  go  for  in  every  instance.  If  I  can 
hear  of  any  aigument  why  the  appointment 
should  be  left  in  the  bands  of  any  one  man,  so 
that  the  responsibility  will  remain  with  the  ap- 
pointing power,  it  might  alter  my  opinion.  But  I 
can't  see  it.  I  don't  believe  it  will.  It  any 
man  appointed  to  the  office  by  the  Mayor  proves 
to  be  a  fraud,  the  responsibility  is  not  going  to 
rest  upon  him.  Here  is  where  the  odium 
will  rest,  and,  therefore,  here  is  where 
the  name  ot  the  candidate  should  be  produced, — 
then  the  responsibility  will  rest  here,  and  if  we 
don:t  nrovnie  good  men,  it  will  be  the  fault  of  the 
citizens  of  Boston  »ho  will  not  send  capable  rep- 
resentatives to  the  City  Government. 

Mr.  Shaw— 1  believe  I  am  entitleo  to  the  floor. 
I  old  n't  give  'ip  the  floor,  but  I  did  n't  call  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  13  to  order.  I  never  did 
such  a  thi«jg,  though  my  worthy  friend  from  the 
Sixth  Ward  called  me  to  order.  I  was  referrmgto 
the  Auditorof  Accoums— "the  May  or  thereto  com- 
sentiog."  The  gentleman  says— let  me  repeat  it— 
that  "the  question  is  not  before  us  as  to  how  these 
men  are  to  be  appointed."  Ihose  are  uis  words 
verbatim  et  literatim.  Let  the  gentleman  rise  to 
a  point  of  ordei.  He  cannot  call  rce  to  order. 
Tue  sixth  proposition  of  the  charter  that  "tne 
Mayor,  with  the  approvol  of  the  City  Council, 
shall  appoint"  the  Board  of  Education.  Row  is 
that  for  high?  Eighth  proposition—  "the  Mayor 
shall  at  all  times  have  toe  ai'e  tion  and 
control  of  the  police  fo>ce  of  the  city." 
Ninth  —  "the  Mayor,  wi  h  the  aporoval 
of  the  City  Council,"  shall  appoint  the 
members  of  the  Street  Department.  Wheie  is 
your  arbitraty  po  ver  now?  Tenth  proposition — 
Department  of  Buildings  ana  Lands— "The  Mayor, 
with  the  approval  of  the  City  Council."  Whoever 
heard  that  the  City  Council  did  n't  approve  of  an 
appointment  of  the  Mayor?  i'hey  have  n't  got 
the  courage  and  manliness  to  stand  up  and  refuse 
to  obey  the  orders  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor.  Tenth 
proposition — Water  Department  —  "The  May- 
or, with  the  approval  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil," shall  aopoint.  Twelfth  —  Health  De- 
partment—"The  Mayor,  with  the  approval 
of  ohe  City  Council,"  shall  appoint.  Four- 
tepnth— Directors  tor  Public  Institutions;  "ap- 
pointed by  the  Mayor."  Talk  about  a  king!  De- 
partment of  Oveiseers  of  the  Poor — "consist  of 
nine  persons  not  membeis  of  the  City  Council, 
appointed  by  tne  Mayor."  Sixteenth — Trustees 
of  City  Hospital;  "six  persons  not  members  of 
the  City  Council,  appointed  bv  the  Mavor." 
Seventeenth— Public  Library;  Board  of  Trustees; 
"six  persons  not  members  of  the  City  Courcil.  ap- 
pointed fo*  tne  Mayor."  Eighteenth—  Depart- 
meut  of  Public  Grounds;  "the  Mayor,  with  the 
approval  of  the  City  Council,  shall  appoint  three 
persons."  And  so  on,  etc.,  etc.  My  friend  from 
the  Sixth  Ward  says  what?  Why,  he  says  in  sub- 
Dtajice  that  nobody  is  fco  appoint  them  under  the 
control  of  the  Mayor.  "The  questioo  is  not  be- 
foieusasto  how  toe.-e  men  are  to  be  appoint- 
ed." Haven't!  reao  eighteen  different  appoint- 
ments by  his  HoTior  the  Mayor?  I  am  king!  I  am 
Mayor!  The  king  shall  do  no  wrong!  Have  we 
come  to  this,  Mr.  President,  that  in  the  city  of 
Boston,  the  Athens  of  America,  we  are  to  have  a 
kjng  over  us?  and  lhat  that  king  is  to  say, 
Thou  shalt  be  Lord  Mayor,  and  thou  shalt 
not;  and  I  am  holier  than  thou.  That 
is  the  effect  of  this  doctrine,  sir.  The  people  have 
no  rights,  fl  we  are  to  have  these  commissioos, 
let  them  be  elected  by  the  people,  or  at  least,  sir, 
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by  the  popular  vote  of  the  representatives  of  the 
people.  If  ask  fchow  maay  times,  sir,  within  the 
last  tive  years,  has  a  nomination  from  bis  Honor 
the  Mayor  been   votsd  down  by  the  City  Council  ? 

How  many  times,  sir,  in  tbe  appointment  of  all 
these  honorable  commissions  which  the  Mayor 
has  appointed  so  far— and  here  are  eighteen  more, 
sir— how  many  times  bave  any  of  the  dominations 
of  his  Honor  the  Mayor  bee u  voted  down  bv  the 
Citv  Council  ?  The  Mayor  sits  uo on  a  high  ped- 
estal. The  cat  may  look  upoi  the  king;.  We  may 
look  up  ro  the  Mayor,  sit ;  but  our  judgment  and 
the  judgment  or  my  friend  who  has  left  his  seat 
here  js  as  good  as  that  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
whoever  tbe  Mayor  may  be.  That  is  the  doctrine. 
Give  us  the  people's  rights;  give  us  the  rights 
of  a  free  government  —  a  government  elect- 
ed by  the  people  —  and  not  1st  this  whole 
democracy  of  ouis  run  into  an  autocracy. 
They  may  call  this  popycocK  lalk.  They 
may  call  tois  whatever  they  may,  bur  sir, 
it  mefts  a  lespoose  in  the  bosoms  of 
the  people.  Wheo  you  sir,  and  I,  are  elected  to 
this  Com  cil,  we  come  here  to  protect  the  constit- 
uency which  elected  us,  a  constituency  unable, 
sir,  to  protect  it»elt  from  the  powe  s  of  the  City 
Hall.  I  speak  m  plain  language;  it  is  language 
which  cannot  be  understood — misunderstood. 
Ge  on  aod  laugh  ye  hypocrites,  if  you  please! 

The  President— The  gentleman  will  confine  him- 
self to  ube  question . 

Mr.  Shaw — Go  on,  Mr.  Presidect,  let  the  people 
laugh  here.  I  speak  the  words  of  truth  and  so- 
berness, and  they  know  it,  and  I  believe  that  it 
commenas  itself  to  the  best  judgment  of  those 
present.  I  care  not  for  laughter  and  ridicule.  I 
care  for  th  .  t  which  is  common  sense,  and  I  say 
that  the  doctrine  which  is  enunciated  by  me  to- 
day, is  the  doctrine  which  lies  nearest  the  hearts 
of  the  people. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9— If  it  is  true  that  no 
nomination  made  by  the  Mayor  to  the  City  Coun- 
cil ha«  ever  been  rejected,  it  strikes  me  that  it  is 
a  pretty  good  argument  in  favor  of  allowing  the 
Mayor  to  make  nominations,  since  the  nomina- 
tions have  always  been  so  good  that  they  met 
with  the  apptoval  of  the  City  Government.  I 
must  confess  that  when  I  first  read  the  new  city 
charter,  I  had  grave  ooubtsas  to  th- wisdom  of 
making  anv  such  change,  but  the  more  I  exam- 
ined it,  the  more  it  seemed  to  me  that  (he  po  vers 
of  the  City  Council  were  preserved  for  it.  It 
seems  to"  me  that  ihe  idea  that  H  is  a 
change  of  our  City  Government  from  a  de  .  oc- 
racytoan  aristocracv  is  not  well  founded,  and 
that  the  power  of  the  City  Couucil  ovet  the  man- 
agement of  the  city  is  quite  thoroughly  preserved, 
as  I  understand  the  chatter.  It  is  true  that  the 
Mayot  makes  a  great  many  nominations,  but  in 
the  first  place  the  Mayor  is  not  a  king.  He  is  a 
citizen  of  Boston  elected  by  the  people  at  frequent 
inteivals;  and  in  the  next  place  his  nominations 
come  beiore  the  City  Couucil  for  their  approval 
or  disapproval.  TLe  charter  also  proviaes  that 
any  commissioner,  trustee  or  officer  appoint- 
ed unoer  any  provision  of  this  act  may  at  any 
time  be  removed  by  the  Mayor  with  the 
approval  of  the  City  Couocil,  or  may  be 
removed  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the 
City  Council.  That  is,  if  these  apDointees  are 
unsatisfactory,  two-thirds  of  the  City  Council 
can  remove  them  in  spite  of  tbe  Mayor.  Also  all 
boards  of  officers  intrusted  with  the  expenditure 
of  public  money  shall  be  accountable,  therefore, 
to  the  City  Council  in  such  manner  as  the  City 
Couucil  may  direct,  ar.d  the  City  Council  may  re- 
quire of  all  persons  enttust,ed  with  the  collection, 
custody  or  disbursement  of  the  public  money 
bonds,  etc.  Fuither,  no  expenditure,  or 
contract,  or  agreement  involving  a  payment 
of  money,  shall  be  made  in  any  depart- 
ment or  office,  or  by  any  board,  commis- 
sioner or  officer  of  the  city,  etc.,  unless 
included  in  the  appropriation  made  by  the  City 
Council,  or  'f  in  excess  of  that  appropriation  it 
requires  a  two-thiids  vote  of  the  City  Council.  It 
seems  to  me,  therefore,  that  the  powers  of  the 
City  Council  are  really  very  thorough  over  all 
these  boards  or  commissions  it  is  pioposed  to  ap- 
point. I  hardly  see  any  method  by  which  they 
can  be  more  thorough. 

And  again  with  regard  to  appointments.  There 
are  objections,  probably,  to  almost  any  way  we 
could  devise  to  make  appointment,  it  has  al- 
ways pe.-med  to  me  that  our  present  method  of 
selecting,  or  making  appointments  by  com- 
mittee nominations,  for  city  departments,  was 
about  as  objectionable  as  any  arrangement  that 


could  be  made.  How  is  it  done?  A  Council 
comes  together,  maoy  of  its  members  ntw  and 
unfamiliar  with  the  rulss,  and  some  member 
jumps  up  110  his  seat  and  moves  that  bla.ik  with 
such  as  the  Aldermen  may  joiu  be  a  committee  to 
Dominate  such  aod  such  a  city  officei,and  it  is  the 
custom  that  that  member  be  mad-  chairman  of 
that  committee  The  two  others  appointed  prob- 
ably take  no  special  in  tezest  in  the  case,  but  of 
course  the  chaiiman  rises  tor  the  veiy  purpose  of 
getting  his  favorite  in.  So  that  the  fact  of  who 
shall  come  before  the  Council  with  the  prestige  of 
the  committee's  appointment  depends  on  the  ac- 
cident of  who  happens  first  to  be  successful  m 
catching  the  Speaker's  eye.  It,  seems  to  me  that  it  is 
a  most  injudicious  way  of  making  our  nominal 
tions,  and  I  should  be  glad  at  lastto  see  that  prac- 
tice or  habit  of  the  Council  abolished,  that  makes 
it  necessaty  to  appoint  that  membeic  hairman; 
for  1  don't  think  tnat  any  man  should  nave  the 
right  to  be  chairman  of  such  an  important  com- 
mittee, ermrjly  because  he  bappecs  to  be  the  first 
to  jump  on  his  feet  and  offer  the  order.  It  seems 
to  me,  however,  as  well  as  I  have  studied  this 
charter,  that  on  the  whole  the  wisest  way  is  to  let 
the  Mayor  select  the  appointments,  and  then,  sir, 
you  bave  tbe  responsibility  fixed,  and  if  a  mat.  is  a 
bad  selection,  there  is  a  piomment  peison  to  be 
ashamed  of  it,  and  it  will  bemac,  better  tnan  to 
have  that  nomination  oepend  upon  tbe  accident 
of  who  happens  first  to  jump  to  his  feet  here. 

Mr.  Howes— I  tbink  my  friend  from  Ward  5 
amplifies  to  a  great  degree  the  powers  of  the 
Mayor  as  confided  by  this  charter.  He  states  that 
no  nomirationmado  by  ihe  Mayor  has  been  de- 
feated by  the  City  Council  foi  some  time.  I  thiitk 
he  is  mistaken,  for  I  can  recall  an  instance  in 
which  the  Mayor's  nomination  has  been  defeated. 
Though]  cannot  recall  the  aommation  I  know 
the  fact.  However,  on  the  other  band,  if  the 
Mayoi  were  to  nominate  quite  a  number  of  com- 
missions during  the  year,  the  veto  powers  of  the 
Board  of  Aldeimgn  and  Council  would  be  greatly- 
enlarged.  There  would  be  more  scrutiny  of  the 
character  and  lecord  of  men  who  were 
nominated.  As  the  Mayor's  powers  en- 
larged, and,  if  we  call  it  so,  the  powers 
of  the  City  Council  lessened,  the  Council  ■would  be 
far  more  apt  to  use  efficiently  the  powers  they 
still  resetved.  The  gentleman"  from  Ward  6,  on 
my  immediate  lert,  oas  saio  io  would  be  very  well 
to  leave  matters  iu  the  hands  of  committees  as 
now;  that  tbe  members  wh'o  are  elected  h'  re 
ought  to  be  faithful  totiuir  duties;  that  if  they 
are  not  faitnful  and  honest  they  ought  tot  to  be 
here.  Of  course  the  >.octrine  is  a  very  good  one,  if 
we  could  only  bave  men  in  the  Cny  Government 
who  would  do  all  required  of  them,  wbo  would  be 
perfectly  honest  ana  nevei  tafe  advantage  of  the 
city  if  it  should  fall  in  toeir  power.  Were  a  coun- 
try or  city  composed  entiiely  of  such  pure, 
disintere«ted  men,  we  should  probably  need  very 
little  goverr.mentr.at  all.  But  1  am  afraid,  sir,  to 
use  tbe  language  of  Colonel  Hay,  "We  could  re- 
solve till  the  cows  come  home  without  accom- 
plishing any  such  result." 

The  sum  paiu  tnese  commissioners,  supposing 
we  form  boards,  is  but  very  small,  compared  with 
the  advantage  they  may  be  to  us.  The  pav  of  a 
board  of  commissioners  may  amount  to  $10,000  or 
$15,000,  but,  as  every  one  knows,  the  expenditure 
of  the  leading  departments  of  tbe  Government  are 
anywhere  from  $50,000  to  $1,000,000.  Now,  sir, 
it  is  the  saving  brought  about  m  these 
expenditures  that  we  are  desirous  of  making.  The 
mere  payment  of  $10,000  or  $20,000  in  salaries  is 
but  a  small  item.  I  know  it  to  be  a  fact  that  in 
tbe  Fire  Depattment,  within  the  past  year,  a  sav- 
ing in  the  mere  item  of  repairs  of  $50,000  has  been 
made.  What  is  the  amount  of  their  salaries 
($12,000),  compared  with  this?  The  saving  has 
been  effeoteo  by  the  closest  scrutiny  as  to  pur- 
chases, and  what  has  been  accomplished  there 
maybe  accomplished  m  any  other  department  so 
managed. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— I  dislike  very  much  to 
enter  into  this  discussion  at  this  late  hour  of  the 
afternoon  when  the  members  of  the  Council  are 
doubtless  anxious  to  finish  the  business  of  the 
meeting  and  get  home.  But  having  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  City  Government  at  the  time  of  the 
passage  of  the  order  appointing  the  commission 
on  tue  charter,  and  also  having  been  a  member  of 
the  committee  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  1  have  given  the 
subject  some  attention,  and  it  may  be  proper  for 
me  to  say  a  word  or  two  upon  it  before  the  vote 
is    taken,    although    I    shall     not    attempt    to 
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say  what  I  sbould  like  to  if  time  would 
allow.  The  chief  thins;  which  led  me  as 
a.  member  or  the  committee  to  join  with  ihe  ma- 
jority io  reporting:  favorably  upou  this  charter, 
was  that  it  seemed  to  me  to  separate  the  execu- 
tive from  the  legislative  noweis  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Now  it  is  a  principle  of  good  government, 
to  which  every  gentleman  here  I  thins  will  sub- 
scribe, that,  the  executive  aea  legislative  depart- 
ments ot  the  Government,  -hould  oe  separate  and 
distinct.  It  is  uooecessary  to  cite  any  autuoiities 
upon  this  point;  no  one,  I  presume,  will  dispu  e 
it.  And,  Mr.  President,  it  see  ns  to  me  that  our 
present  city  charter  is  defective  in  thQ  fact  that 
theie  is  no  distinction  between  these  depart- 
ments. The  Mayor  is  nominally  toe  uead 
executive  officer  of  the  city,  but  5  et  tne  Board  of 
Aldermen  have  certain  executive  powers,  and  the 
joint  committees  of  the  Council  have  certiin  ex- 
ecutive powers.  The  Board  of  Aldermen,  still 
having  certain  of  these  executive  powers,  also 
shares  in  the  legislative  powerof  tne  Govern  me  at. 
Now,  although  such  a  lorni  might  have  been  proper 
for  the  citv  fifty  years  ago,  it  i;  entirely  inade- 
quate tor  the  wants  of  a  city  of  350,000  inhabitants 
like  this  of  today.  The  gover  .rntnt  which  is 
adapted  to  a  citv  of  the  territorial  extent  and 
population  ot  Boston,  should  be  fashioned  after 
the  Legislature  of  con  State  or  the  Congress 
of  the  Uuiteoi  States.  The  Mayoi,  the 
chief  executive  officer  of  tne  city,  should 
have  the  appointment  of  his  subordinate  execu- 
tive officers,  and  the  legislative  powers  of  the 
government  should  be  invested  in  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  and  Com  •, on  Council,  and  thes^  two 
branches  should  be  eqnal  am  cooroiurte.  I  be- 
lieve the  Mayor  snoull  have  the  appointment  of 
these  different  commissions, or  boards,  or  beads  ot 
deoaitments — I  don't  care  what  you  call  them, 
whether  commissions,  or  give  them  some  other 
name — because  commissions  are  simply  executive 
officers;  they  are  not  the  legislative  department; 
they  are  not  to  have  any  power  except  such  as 
we  give  them. 

No??  the  objection  is  raised  here,  that  in  giving 
the  appointment  of  these  officers  t)  the  Mayor  we 
are  doing  something  which  is  ant'-demoerutic. 
Gentlemen  say  that  it  is  taking  power  awav  from 
the  p.  ople ;  that  it  is  converting  our  City  t^overn- 
ment  into  an  aristocracy  or  autocracy  ;  but  wher« 
do  we  get  our  idsa  of  republican  government? 
What  is  the  great  living  model  ot  tepublican  gov- 
ernments? What,  Mr.  President,  but  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States?  Aad  how  is  it  there? 
Who  has  the  appointment  of  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments? Does  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
elect  the  Secretary  of  State  or  the  Postmas- 
ter General?  Do  the  people  elect  these 
officers?  Does  Congress  elect  your  foreign 
ministers,  your  re/enue  officers?  No,  sir;  the  ap- 
pointment of  all  the  heads  of  departments  is 
Tested  in  the  President  of  the  United  Staies,  and 
that  is  done  under  that  constitution  which  all  of 
us  are  always  so  ready  to  profess  to  support  and 
admire  so  greatly  Now,  sir,  if  it  is  republican  for 
the  Presiocnt  of  the  United  Stites  to  appoint  the 
beads  of  dep  ..rtments,  to  appoi  t  all  tne  execu- 
tive officers  in  the  National  Government,  is  it  not 
also  republican  for  the  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton to  appoint  the  executive  officers  of  the  City 
Government  ? 

Now  the  argument  thax  because  we  never  did 
reject  ary  appointments  made  by  toe  Mayor,  if  he 
had  the  appointment  of  all  these  commissions  too 
City  Government  would  not  leject  any  of  them, 
shows  one  of  two  things.  I  don't  know  but  this 
has  been  answered,  for  I  have  not  followed  all  the 
debate — but  that  argument  shows  one  ot  two 
things;  either  that  ihe  appoi  utnents  were  good 
appointments  that  should  not  have  been  rejected, 
or  if  bad  appointments  were  made,  and  the  Coun- 
cil failed  to  reject  them,  then,  I  say,  if  thati*  the 
case,  it  shows  that  the  City  Council  is  not  wwthy 
to  be  trusted  with  that  power.  It  the  Council  can't 
be  trusted  to  x eject  an  unworthy  appointment,  I 
say  it  cannot  be' rusted  to  elect  these  officers,  or 
commissioners,  or  heads  of  departments,  or  what- 
ever name  you  may  give  to  these  various  execu- 
tive officeis.  As  a  membrr  of  the  committee  I  fa- 
vored certain  amendments  to  this  charter,  which 
were  rejected  in  the  Board  of  A'dermen:  certain 
amendments  which  gave  a  larger  power  to  the  City 
Council.  Even  as  tbe  charter  staods,  1  say  that 
the  City  Council  retains  ah  the  legislative  po-ver 
of  the  Government.  All  these  commissions  are 
subject  to  the  ordinances  of  tho  City  Council.  But 
I  sa>  that  these  commissions  should  not  only 
be  subject   to   the   ordinances,   but  they  sbould 


also  be  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  City 
Government  with  certain  qualifications.  I  do  not 
believe  that  the  City  Cornell  should  have  any 
power  to  order  the  commission  or  superintendent 
to  appoint  certain  men  as  hi3  suoorcinates,  or  in- 
terfere with  any  regulations  they  might  auopt  for 
the  government  ot  their  various  departments,  but 
in  regard  to  the  matteis  which  are  coming  berore 
their  depa  <  tmeuts.  I  say  tbe  Ciiy  Council  should 
have  i  he  power  over  these  commissions.  We  have 
a  power  to  restrain  them  ia  case  they 
do  what  we  do  rot  desire  thecu  to  do. 
Thev  caanot  enter  into  enterprises  involving 
any  large  exp  -udtture  of  money,  involving  over 
$5000,  I  .'hink  it  is,  without  the  iiDproval  of 
the  City  Council.  If  that  sum  is  too  large  wa  can 
make  it  smaller.  We  can  limit  it  so  thatthey can't 
do  anything  involving  anv  expenditure  of  money 
over  $1000;  but  I  believe  we  should  also  have  the 
right  of  the  initiative.  I  think  if  the  City  Council 
should  deem  it  best,  if  a  majority,  or  two-thirds  of 
those  pieseiit  and  voting  should  think  ir  best,  that 
a  certain  builaing  should  be  erected,  or  a  street 
widened  or  paved,  and  the  commission  having 
charge  of  that  department  should  not  see  fie  to  do 
ir,  I  mink  the  Counc'l  should  have  the  power  to 
instruct  them  ;  but  when  the  Council  has 
once  determined  upon  a  measure,  then,  the 
commission  should  be  empowered  to  execute  it 
aud  carry  it  out.  Let  me  illustrate  my  idea  of  the 
true  rela  ions  that  shoulo  exist  between  the  execu- 
tive and  legislative  btanches  oft  >egovernmeui.If, 
for  instance,  I  should  detetmme  to  buila  a  house, 
I  have  the  right  to  s*v  what  kind  of  a  house  it 
should  be — whether  two  oi  thiee  stories,  whether 
of  brick  or  wood,  and  what  the  expense  should 
be;  and  when  I  have  made  up  my  miiif!  upon 
these  things,  I  woula  cot  go  ojt  and  at- 
tempt to  build  the  bouse  myself,  not  unless 
I  was  a  carpenter  or  builder.  But  I  employ 
an  sirchitect  and  a  builder  to  construct  the 
house  for  me.  If  I  should  go  out  into  the  market 
myself,  and  attempt  ro  buy  brick  a  d  lumber,  I 
should  ptobably  get  swindled,  and  I  therefore) 
employ  somebody  who  is  skilled  in  that  busi- 
ness So  with  the  City  Government.  I  believe 
the  City  Council  -hoald  decide  waat  it  desires  to 
have  done,  but  when  it  has  once  mads  up  its 
mind,  then  it  should  have  a  commission  of  ex- 
perts to  carry  on  the  work  in  question.  If  you 
divide  the  powers  of  the  City  Government  in  this 
way  it  seems  to  me  vou  will  meet  that  great  desid- 
eratum which  is  demanded  in  all  governments, 
that  the  executive  and  toe  legislative  powers 
should  be  separate  and  distinct. 

I  believe  in  tbis  way  that  the  g overnment  will 
be  more  economically  admintsterea.  Now,  I  am 
aware  tnat  recently,  in  the  public  paners,  certain 
statement'  have  been  made  going  to  show  tbac 
commissions  already  establisnart  io  this  govern- 
ment have  greatly  increased  the  expenses  of  the 
departments  over  svoich  they  are  aopointed.  And 
I  kave  taken  the  pams  to  make  a  comparison  be- 
tween the  expenses  of  the  different  departments 
of  the  governmet  of  five  years  ago  a 'd  during 
the  year  wbicn  terminated  upon  the  1st  of  May 
last.  1  Dave  eompai  td  the  year  ending  May 
1,  '71,  with  the  year  ending  May  1,  1875.  The 
first  year  that  I  mention  was  anterior  to  the  es- 
t  .'Olishinent  of  the  Board  of  Health  and  the  Fire 
Commission,  and  these  are  the  two  great  com- 
missions which  are  in  poDular  disfavor,  and  I  find 
the  increase  in  these  different  aepa'tnents  is  as 
follows:  In  the  Department  of  Bridges  an  in- 
crease of  49  per  cent.;  Department  of  Common, 
54  per  cent. ;  Engineer's  Department,  78  per  cent. ; 
Fire  Department,  44  per  cent.;  Health  Depart- 
ment, 54  per  cent.;  Lamps,  35  per  cent.; 
Over;  eers  of  the  Poor,  94  per  cent. ;  Paving,  43  per 
cent.;  Police,  40  per  cent.;  Public  Biu'dings,  34 
per  cent.;  Public  Institutions,  50  per  cent. li- 
brary, 91  percent.;  sewers, 84 percent.;  Surveyors, 
149  per  cent.;  Water  Works,  185  per  cent.;  Widen- 
ing Streets,  37  per  cent. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9— Will  the  gentleman 
permit  me  to  ask  a  question  simply  for  informa- 
tion? Whether  these  expenditures  in  the  later 
period  are  not  reckoned  with  the  new  territory 
added? 

Mr.  Bracket!— Certainly,  but  that  Uas  not  been 
considered  by  those  who  have  made  these  state- 
ments with  regard  to  the  increased  expenditures 
m  tbe  departments  in  charge  of  the  commissions, 
and  that  m  what  I  was  going  to  sav-  All  these 
deparrments  of  the  government  have  been  great- 
ly increased  in  their  expenoitures  since  the  year 
ending  May  1,1871;  but  tnere  are  eight  depart- 
ments of  the  government  wheieths  increase  of  ex- 
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penditureis  greatei  thai  it  has  been  ia'^toe  Fire  De- 
partment under  che  commission,  and  seven  of  them 
wnnre  it  is  largei  than  in  tba  Health  Department. 
Again,  to  make  a  comparison  between  tne  expend 
itures  of  the  Fire  Department  for  ibe  last  year 
and  of  we  last  year  of  che  Fire  Department  as  it 
wa<  formerly  managed  by  a  joint  siaudicg  com- 
mittee "f  cbe  Council.  Th>s  expense  of  the  Fire 
Department  for  the  year  ending  May  1,  1873,  was 
$605,310.90,  a  cl  tor  the  year  1875  it  ■ ,  as  $598,663.63, 
—  showing  a  saving  of  $6747.27.  Furthermore,  in 
the  Fire  Alarn  Denartmenc  the  expenditure  tor 
tbe  vcar  ei  ding  Mav  1  1873,  was  $40,507,  and  for 
the  year  ending  May  1. 1875,  $28,101.16,— a  saving 
of  $i2,584.  This  is  all  under  cbe  cbaige  of  the 
Fire  Conicuissiooers.  4gam,  the  expenditure  for 
byo rants  or  reservoirs  for  ibe  use  of  water,  for 
the  year  1873,  w  s  only  «75,942.76,  while  in  1875  it 
■was  $98,918.33.  So  that"  tbe  expenditures  for  thct 
use  of  "uater,  which  cannot  be  charged  to  the  Fire 
Commission,  for  that  is  an  expenditure  which 
they  cannot  control,  was  $23,000  greater  this  year 
than  iu  1873.  So  the  -lifference  in  favor  of 
the  Fire  Commission  as  compared  with  tne  man- 
agement of  the  Fire  Department  du.iig  the  last 
year  in  wMch  it  *as  managed  by  the  joint  com- 
mittee of  tcii  Council,  was  something'  lite  |40,000. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Waid  20—1  will  ass  the  geatieman 
if  be  can  (ell  us  the  loss  by  the  great  fiie,  of  ap- 
paratus, etc.  ? 

Mr.  Bi  ackett — I  am  unartle  to  answer  tbe  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Siblev— I  should  be  glad  to  set  the  figures. 

Mr.  Brackett— I  am  simply  comparing  the  ex- 
penses as  I  find  tbeui  in  the  lepoits.  I  only  use 
these  figures  to  sbow  that  the  argument  which  nas 
been  made  against  the  Fire  Commission  acid  the 
Board  of  Health  that  they  have  gieatiy  inc.  eased 
the  expenses  of  these  department-)  is  not  a  true 
one,  o  cause  the  expenses  bave  increased  in  many 
of  cbe  departments  in  a  much  greater  ratio. 

Mr.  Sbaw  of  Ward  5— It  is  ver>  well  known,  Mr. 
Presic  ent,  that  I  first  unreduced  the  ordei  for  the 
reorganization  of  tbe  Fire  Department,  and  tnat 
for  four  or  five  months,  in  company  with  <t  gentle- 
man fiom  the  Board  of  A.leeimen.who  is  now  with- 
in bearing  of  my  voice,  I  worked  earnestly  and 
laboriously  for  the  reorganization  and  rot  the 
commission — for  a  commission  rather.  But  I  say 
the  figures  produced  bv  my  friend  from  Want  10 
are  entirely  fallacious.  I  beuevs,  notwithstand- 
ing all  that,  that  the  commission  upon  the  Fire 
Department  has  worked  efficiently  ana  well.  And 
I  believe,  sii,  when  it  can  ne  shown  to  the  City 
Council,  as  was  shown  in  that  case,  that  a  com- 
mission is  necessaiy,  it  should  be  appointed  or 
elected,  and  tbat  commission  should  be  organ- 
ized. My  position,  by  the  way  of  parenthesis,  is 
this;  not  toi  a  dozeu  and  a  half  of  commissions 
at  one  fell,  wholesale  swoop ;  but  let  a  commission 
be  shown  to  be  a  nec-.ssicy,  and  I  will  be  one  of 
the  ea>  nest  ones  in  favor  of  it.  Now,  sir,  1  have 
been  astonished,  as  I  have  said  b-foie,  at  the  re- 
marks mace  by  my  riiend  f<om  Beacoa  dill,  and 
1  am  as  much  astonished  at  the  rem,-  rks  made  by 
my  friend  fro  n  the  Tenth  Ward.  I  am  in  the 
haoit,  Mr.  President,  of  falsing  notes  of 
what  is  said,  ?nd  woen  I  find  these  statements 
made,  aod  when  I  find  the  gentleman  from  the 
Tenih  Ward  arguing  against  the  premises  as 
laid  down  by  him,  I  am  more  than  ever  astonished, 
Tor  a  gentleman  as  pi  cfound  as  he  is,  and  as  well 
studied  in  tbe  law,  and  as  "ell  posted  as  he  is  in 
debate,  to  make  statements  against  his  own  prop- 
osition! Tnat  is  my  opiuioD,  simply.  He  say, 
"The  executive  -and  legislative  departments 
should  be  separate."  I  agree  with  him,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent. I  agiee  with  him  in  toto  tnat  thev  should 
beseoarate.  Now,  what  do  s  be  prop  se?  Why, 
he  proposf-s  to  consolidate  them.  The  May- 
or is  executive,  and  we  are  ihe  legislative 
department.  And  he  goes  on  to  argue 
that  the  two  branches  of  the  City  Government 
should  be  coordinate.  I  agree  with  tbat;  I  say 
they  should  be  coordinate  as  are  the  two  blanches 
of  the  Legislature,  and  thai  is  contemplated  by  the 
gentleman's  proposition  from  the  Fourto  Ward — 
that  every  committefe  shall  be  a  joint  committee, 
exceotii.g,  as  I  stated  betore,  possibly  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary.  I  am  willing  to  except 
that.  Now,  my  tiiend  rrotn  tbe  Tenth  Ward— and 
these  a>  e  his  exact  words— says,  "The  executive 
and  legislative  depaitments  of  the  Government 
should  be  separate."  Now,  what  is  this  proposi- 
tion in  this  chartei  ?  It  is  that  they  shall  be  con- 
solidated and  placed  in  the  power  of  tne  king— 
the  Executive.  What  have  we  to  do  with  it? 
Concur,   concur,   concur;     tbat    is  a'l.      Tramp 


light  along,  like  a  parcel  of  s-chool  boys  following 
the  track  of  their  teacher  to  some  place  oui  iu  the 
country  where  they  are  going  to  have  a  picnic  or 
something  of  tbat  kind.  Tbat  is  all  we  are,  sir,  as 
aCitv  Government  elected  by  the  peoole,to  follow 
in  the  tiack  n*  our  teacher,  oar  lord,  our  xing. 
That  is  all  under  the  newchaiter.  Tbe  Mayor  is 
to  appoiat  and  we  are  to  confirm. 

Tie  statement  has  not  been  made  except  by 
my  worthy  friend  on  my  left,  whose  experience  of 
a  year  has  taugnt  bim  eveiytoing,  sir,  that  one 
man  was,  once  rejected  who  ha't  b*en  nominated 
by  tbe  Mayor  These  are  his  words.  One  romi- 
nation  was  rejected.  One  instance,  be  thinks. 
He  thinks  there  was  one  instance  where 
a  man  was  rejected.  Why,  I  don't  say,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, but  the  that  Mavor  would  make  gooi  nom- 
inations. I  don't  believe,  Mr.  President — and  let 
me  say  it  in  donor  and  stood  faith— that  I  don't 
believe  a  Mayor  of  Boston  would  nominate  a  man 
whom  be  believed  to  be  unfit  for  his  place ;  but 
you  and  1  ana  seventv-two  other  ineinbfi'S  of  this 
Council  are  full-giown  men,  and  our  judgment 
and  our  brain  may  briDg  us  to  th»  consideration 
that  one  man  is  as  good  as  any  other  man,  i;  he 
behaves,  himself  a<  well.  We  don't  want  to  select 
a  mau  because  be  lives  fin  BeacoD  Hill,  o."  because 
be  lives  on  che  Back  Bay,  or  becau-e  he  lives  at 
the  North  En:,  tbe  South  Ein,  the  West 
End  or  tbe  East  End  ;  not  because  he  is 
oui  friend  and  dines  with  us  at  a  quarter-past 
two  every  day.  A.  man  should  be  nominated  for  a 
place  because  be  is  competent  for  the  place,  let 
him  come  from  the  gutter  or  tbe  palace,  if  he  is 
tbe  best  man  for  that  place,  not  because  be  dines 
with  us  every  oay;  nor  because  he  ^oes  to  our 
church.  Give  us  (he  man  of  brains,  of  integrity, 
of  uprightness,  of  ability  and  eaoaci.y  and  ex- 
perience. He  is  tne  man  for  tae  olace,  acd  if  bis 
Honor  the  Mayor,  wiioevei  he  may  be,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, sends  to  u>  a  man  unfit,  in  our  judgment, 
we,  as  seveuty-four  men  bave  a  right  to  say  so. 
Do  we  do  so?.  We  submit  to  the  ipse  dixit 
of  the  lord  Mayor.  That  makes  the  trouble;  that 
is  my  belief;  that  ii  what  the  people  are  fighting 
against;  that  is  what  they  will  contend  against  ac 
the  polls.  My  worthy  friend  fiom  ths  Ninth  Ward 
may  say  election  comes  in,  but  the  people  can't 
express  themselves,  their  belief,  their  judgment, 
excepting  at  the  polls.  That  is  the  place  for  them 
and  thev  elect  us  to  come  here  to  do  their  bidding; 
tbat  is  to  say,  to  use  our  judgme  .t  and  our  di  cre- 
tionintne  best  way  we  may,  without  dictation 
from  the  Mart's  cnair. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  must  refer  to  it  asaiu,  be- 
cause my  friend,  who  is  so  profound  and  so  worthy 
a  geotleman,  so  aole  a  m«a  in  this  Cou.  cil,  arises 
and  says  tbe  executive  and  legislative  depart- 
ments should  be  entireiv  separate;  I  ^gtee  with 
him  ;  but  when  he  goes  on  to  say  tnat  the  Mayor 
should. appoint  and  we  should  conform — enough, 
anougb ! 

Mr.  Wilsob  of  Ward  12— I  did  n't  propose,  when 
this  question  first  came  up,  lo  s*y  much  uoon  it ; 
but  there  have  :.«o  some  few  positions  taken 
here  that  nobodv  else  has  deigi.edto  notice,  or 
perliaos  they  are  too  insignificant  for  others  and 
they  are  left  to  me.  A.nd  there  is  no  douot,  sir,  a 
great  feeling  of  uneasiness  in  the  community  that 
this  proposed  change  in  our  City  Government,  as 
proposed  in  this  new  city  charter,  shall  work  no 
particula-  an  vantage  in  many  directions,  ano  shall 
work  particular  disadvantages!:)  ether  directions; 
or  having  been  accomplished,  may  be  too  ponder- 
ous a  thing  to  either  alleviate  or  modify  in  any 
particular.  "We  take  this  cnarrer  to  the 
State  House,  and,  gt  anting  that  the  State- 
Hous-.  authorities  approve  of  it,  it  becomes 
a  law.  If  there  is  any  particular  in  that  which 
we  think  is  to  be  distrusted,  or  even  any  ot  its 
powers  we  desire  to  change  hereafter,  we  must 
consult  the  citizens  ol  Berkshire  County,  Hamp- 
shire, and  Hampden  as  to  how  the  government  of 
Boston  snail  bH  administered.  Tbat  is  the  whole 
problem.  A  reference  has  been  made  to  the 
c  ange  whereby,  from  the  old  town  meeting,  we 
came  to  the  representative  lorm  of  government 
we  have  unw.  That  was  made  fifty  years  ago, 
when  it  IimI  become  impossible  for  the  citizens  of 
Boston  to  come  together  to  perform  their  busi- 
ness. They  accordingly  chose  their  representa- 
tives, and  for  the  purposes  ot  this  city  we  are  the 
people.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  10  makes 
a  serious  mistake  when  he  assuaoes  that  this  is  a 
legislative  body.  I  should  like  to  have  bim  tell 
me  what  functions  this  body  has  in  a  legislative 
capacity.  What  law  can  it  make  or  unniake? 
Name  anything  that  is  vital  and  of  importance 
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that  is  not  in  connection  with  the  expenditure  ">f 
money.  That  is  all  there  is  to  it.  We  oropose  to 
take  all  these  administrative  powers,  the  expendi- 
tures for  carrying  on  the  dcpaitments— propose  to 
take  them  oat  of  tue  hands  of  the  City  Council 
and  put  chem  bodily  lu  the  hands  of  coinmis-i»ns, 
eighteen  of  t  em  all  at  once ;  and  what  is  to  he  lsft 
for  the  City  Council  *o  do?  Wbat  is  to  be  left  for 
the  City  Council  t"do?  Why,  to  watch  these  n aa. 
We  are  to  be  the  paieot  brake  on  •&  railway 
train ;  -;nd  a1?  patent  brakes  that  are  to  be  uced  in 
a  case  of  einergencv  were  never  found  to  be  in 
order — and  that  was  always  found  to  be  tbe  case 
with  all  tbese  miraculous  cootrivances  that  were 
to  regulats  and  save  both  life  and  property,  in 
case  ot  emergency  they  are  never  in  order,  they 
never  wcrk,  and  consequently  they  are  entirely 
inoperative — so  will  it  be  with  tee  City  Council. 
The  pioposition  that  is  contained  in  this  new 
charrer  would  absolutely  emasculate  tbe  City 
Council  of  Bo-.ton  of  all  its  powers  and  functions. 
It  leaves  it,  in  the  first  instance,  to  confirm,  ap- 
prove, all  tne  nominations  of  these  commissioners, 
and  then,  sir,  i  hereis  nothing  to  do  but  to  sit  in  q  uiet 
and  watch  tliena,  and  having  aopropriateo  the 
money  for  them  to  spend, to  see  t &  at  tnsy  don't 
exercise  malfeasance  in  office.  If  they  do  a  suffi- 
cient quantity  of  wrongs  to  cieate  a  feeling 
against  chem,  remove  them.  You  will  find  that 
men  will  lament  much  the  decadence  and  decline 
in  the  men  who  go  to  tb  s  City  Council,  and  looK- 
ing  to  tne  good  old  times  they  will  sty  that  men 
are  Dot  so  good  now  and  not  so  prominent  and 
able,  as  in  foimer  years.  What  will  he  the  result? 
Wbac  b'conusof  themaa  who  does  not  use  his 
musiies?  What  becomes  of  the  magnet  that  is 
not  kept  bright  and  in  use?  They  lose  their  strength 
and  vitality ;  i.nd  so  it  will  bf>  under  tbis  form  of 
government.  Men  come  here  and  have  nothing 
to  do  but  to  vote  money  for  ttrese  boards  to  spend, 
and  you  will  have  a  class  of  men  who  know  just 
enoogh  to  do  that  work  and  nothing  more.  I 
would  a  great  deal  tafhei  have  men  come  bere 
who  steal  a  few  hours  away  irorn  their  business, 
than  mev  who  come  bere  to  steal  millions  from 
the  public  purse. 

Now,  sir,  that  is  the  platform  upon  which  I 
stand.  There  will  be  stealing  somewhere,  you 
may  depend  upon  it.  It  has  been  the  experience 
of  man  ever  since  the  history  of  che  worid.  It  is 
not  any  new  thing.  Corruption  in  office  is  as  old 
as  man.  They  began  it  in  the  Garden  of  Edeo, 
almost,  or  as  soon  as  they  got  out  of  it,  and  they 
have  been  at  it  ever  since.  I  don  t  excecc 
that  we  will  ever  stop  jobbefy,  favoritism, 
specu'atio.1,  or  anything  of  the  kind.  I  propose 
to  take  men  just  as  we  5>re,  and  to  see  bow  w«  can, 
by  some  sensible,  methodical  arrangement,  lessen 
the  expense  of  cue  government,  and  now  we  can 
keep  tois  regulation,  this  control  of  i  eonle,  so 
that  wl  en  peculation  or  irregularity  is  begun, 
we  can  stop  it  right  here  and  not  get  the  consent  of 
the  people  of  Berkshire  County  to  do  it.  If  we 
taketnis  charter  as  it  is,  w*  make  it  tbe  organic 
law  of  the  State,  and  we  czn'C  cbang»  it.  whether 
we  will  or  not.  And  that  is  where  I  take  tbe 
exception  to  tbe  whole  plan  and  construction 
of  tbis  charter,  cb<*t  it  proceeds  at  once  to 
disestablish  everything  we  no*?  have  aid 
to  establish  an  entirely  new  system,  which  is 
untried,  whi3h  has  Dot' been  tried  anywhere  in 
this  country,  wbera  it  has  not  proved  that  it  will 
open  the  flood-gates  for  corruption  and  fraud,  and 
then  it  hasieft  us  no  icmedy  in  case  it  does.  I 
think  the  plan  would  have  b?eu  much  better  to 
leave  the  City  Council  free  to  place  any  de- 
paitment  under  a  commission  whenever  they 
saw  fit,  and  when  from  any  cause  theie  should  oe 
reason  for  abolishing  it,  they  might  do  so  at  once. 
That  is  what  we  want.  I  cannot  see  why  we 
should  confine  ourselves  to  a  fixed  form  of  ad- 
ministration of  the  government,  and  not  reserve 
to  ourselves  the  power  of  changing  it. 

I  should  be  opposed  decidedly,  sir,  to  havi'  g  the 
charter  so  constructed  that  the  Citv  Council  at 
any  time  sbould  not  have  tbe  power  to  change  by 
any  method  the  character  or  manner  of  admin- 
istering government,  either  by  commissions, 
agents,  or  anv  form  whatever.  I  know  it  will  be 
found  in  the  end  to  be  cot  the  part  of  wisdom  to 
plpce  the  nomination  of  all  tbe-'e  commissions, 
these  heads  of  denartmeots,  in  the  bands  ofooe 
man.  I  know  it  is  the  fashioD  to  point  to  our 
present  excellent  Mayor,  but  I  can  remember,  and 
it  is  not  maoy  years  ago,  when  that  was  not  the 
type  of  man  we  had  for  Mayor,  and  it 
is    just    the    state    of     things     that     will     re- 


cui  in  the  future.  If  gentlemen  will  run 
their  eves,  their  thoughts,  back  to  tea  or  fifteen 
or  twenty  years,  they  caa  recall  the.  name  of  more 
than  one  Mayor  that  they  sbould  not  be  willing  to 
intrust  with  the  oomi'  atioo  of  these  beads  of  de- 
partments, and  yet  toat  is  wbat  we  ate  to  do.  We 
are  to  tke  pot  luck  in  tbis  oiatter;  because  it  is 
true  we  are,  not  always  going  to  be  favored  with  a 
man  of  stamina,  ability  and  independence  and 
clear-sightudoess,  as  some  of  the  men  who  have 
favored  the  city     ith  their  services. 

Now,  sir,  as  I  said  at  tbe  outset,  this  is  not 
a  legislative  body,  in  any  particular,  in  any  way, 
in  any  shape;  and,  sir,  we  are  not, 
in  this,  separating1,  as  it  is  claimed,  the 
executive  from  the  legislative  function; 
we  are  really  abolishing  the  functions  of 
the  City  Council.  It  is  a  fact,  and  there  is  noth- 
ing left  for  theoi  hut  10  ccmfirm  officers  and  ap- 
propriate money  for  them  to  spend.  Now,  sir,  it 
has  been  said  that  at  Washington  the  President 
of  the  United  States  appoints  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments. So  he  does,  aud  so  the  appointment 
comes  down  to  the  letter  earners  in  the  street. 
But,  sir,  I  will  ask  any  gentleman  in  this  chamber 
tonight,  if  he  will  not  in  candor  admit  to  me  that 
the  most  grievous  and  most  offensive  thing 
that  i he  American  people  have  to  endure  today 
is  tbe  horde  of  officeholders,  who  receive  their 
appointments  in  that  way?  It  this  has  not  been — 
no  rut  iter  what  party  wasiu  power,  whether  Whig, 
Democrat  or  Republican  that  this  horde  of 
officers  soon  begin  lo  regatd  the  body  politic  as 
created  for  their  especial  emolument  aod  bene- 
faction? That  hact  been  the  fact,  a  ad  all  over 
the  country  we  are  oppressed  with  post-office 
rings  and  custom-house  rings,  and  now  gentle- 
men would  engraft  that  same  system  on  our 
city,  where  there  are  greater  propoitiou- 
ate  sums  of  money,  aud  around  which 
those  who  are  anxious  to  appropriate  for 
their  own  u°e  will  cluster  and  form 
their  combination.  I  don't  think  we  are  prepared 
tor  cbac  change,  which  is  to  be  so  radical,  so 
thorough  and  sweeping;  rather  toe  piivfege  to 
have  in  the  City  Council  the  power  to  introduce 
tbis  system,  if  it  must  come,  gradually,  as  needed, 
and  for  tbe  power  to  abolish  it  when  it  is  not 
needed.  1  realize  tbe  faot  that  it  is  possiole,  nay, 
it  is  now  the  actual  case,  that  many  of  the  de- 
partments of  the  c'tv  are  so  cumbersome  that 
they  can  better  be  attended  to  by  two,  o>  three, 
or  four,  or  hilf  a  dozen  men,  to  give  it  all  their 
time  ;  but  I  oo  believe  this  Council,  being  the  peo- 
ple, the  representative  of  tbe  people,  should  have 
the  power  at  any  time  either  to  abolish  or  organize 
aboard  or  commission,  call  it  what  you  will,  to 
change  then  plan  of  appointment,  or  election,  or 
selectio u ,  and  thus  make  them  more  clearlv  and 
more  completely  subject  to  the  people  than  they 
will  baby  *ny  form  as  proposed  by  cais  charter. 
It  has  been  said,  and  said  with  truth,  sir,  the  peo- 
ple, the  citizens  at  large,  are  really,  ir,  aoxious; 
there  is  a  feeling  of  uneasiness  through  the  entire 
community  that  this  coaster  is  really  to  establish 
an  aihtoeracy,  a   class    of    men   controlling   the 

fovermnent,  controlling  l*-;  expenditures,  and 
aving  opportunities  by  tbe  enterprises  they  con- 
duct, by  tbe  revrnues  they  receive,  aod  by  the 
patr.«age  they  bestow,  may  make  a  '  ring 
that  will  be  able  entirely  to  control  the  politics  of 
this  city,  control  the  election  of  rrembets  of 
the  City  Government.  I  believe  that  feeling  is 
widespread  and  deepening  every  day,  and  I  be- 
lieve, furthermore,  that  as  this  great  change  has 
not  been  askeal  for,  there  ha-  been  no  serious,  no 
earnest  application  f  torn  the  peop'e  for  it.  That, 
sir,  it  is  unwise  and  inexpedient  at  this  time  that 
we  should  make  such  a  very  radical,  sweeping 
change  la  tbt  organic  law  ci  this  city. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  13,  ii  view  of  the  long  time 
already  taken  up  and  the  amount  of  busuess  be- 
fore the  Council,  moved  to  specially  assign  ihe 
subject  to  halt-past  eight  o'clock  of  the  next 
meeting. 

Mr.Kimball  opposed  a  further  postponement  and 
hopeo  that  a  vote  would  be  reached,  and  cited  pre- 
vious instances  of  delay  in  toe  matter. 

Mi.  Whitmore  proposed  the  withdrawal  of  the 
motion  to  asbign,  in  nrdfr  to  take  a  vote  at  7  P.  M. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Waid  5  proposed  to  move  the  pre- 
vious question,  as  he  believed  every  member  had 
made  up  his  mind. 

Mr. Train  pf  Ward  13  and  Mr.  Daveieux  of  Ward 
22  both  hoped  the  assignement  would  prevail,  and 
tbe  question  being  put  tbe  motion  prevailed— 32 
for,  26  against. 
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STEAMEK  HENRY  MOREISON. 

A  request  of  tbe  Directois  for  Public  Institu- 
tions to  sell  steamboat  Henry  Morrison  at  public 
sale  came  down,  with  an  order  authorizing  such 
sale  after  public  advertisement. 

Mr.  Shaw— Has  not  the  steamer  been  sold? 
Certainly  there  was  a  sale,  and  tbe  steamer  was 
knocked  down  to  the  highest  bidder. 

Mr.  Page  of  Waid  9— The  bids  offered  were  not 
so  much  as  tne  Directors  thought  she  ought  to 
bring,  ano  she  is  still  owned  by  the  city  of  Boston. 
Since  the  sale,  ant1  within  five  minutes  afterward, 
bitis  s»ere  offered  in  advance  of  tbnse  made  at  the 
sale,  and  it  was  the  judgrae;  t  of  ibe  board  that  a 
much  larger  price  could  be  procured  at  private 
sale  than  by  pnbuc  auction.  If  tbe  City  Council 
see  fit  to  limit  tne  Directors  to  tbe  pric--  below 
which  she  shall  not  besold,  I  shall  be  content  to 
have  it  done. 

Mr.  Xbacber  of  Ward  15—1  move  that  the  sub- 
ject be  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Public  In- 
stitutions to  report.  Thai  matter  was  before  tbe 
committee  and  it  was  uncerstood  that  tne  boat 
was  not  to  be  sold  till  next  spri'.g  or  summer.  If 
offeied  foi  sale  now  she  wouldn't  bring  within 
fifty  per  ceni.  of  what  she  would  af  >er  the  winter. 

Mr.  Train  ot  Ward  13— As  one  of  tbe  sub- 
committee on  ths  steamboat,  I  would  say  that 
the  proposition  is  that  if,  after  advertisement  m 
the  paper,  anybody  comes  ano  offers  a  satisfactory 
price,  tbe  Board  may  be  enabled  to  comolete  the 
saie.    It  noi ,  w e  shall  hold  her  till  r>ext  spring. 

Mr.  Thachtr — If  I  had  had  a*  y  idea  that  the 
sale  was  to  take  place  at  this  time  of  the  year  I 
should  hav^c  brougnt  in  a  minority  leport.  I  hope 
it  will  be  referred  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  Shaw — I  agree  with  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  15,  that  the  boat  would  Dring  a  better  price 
after  the  first  of  April  than  she  would  before,  and 
I  ho\)e  she  will  not  be  sola  till  then. 

The  motion  to  rerei  pievailed.    Sent  up. 

PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS. 

Report  and  oroer  (new  draft)  came  down  for  the 
Mayor,  to  petition  the  Legislature  for  certain 
amendments  to  the  statutes  relating  to  Public  In- 
stitutions. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  thought  membeis  oF  tbe 
Council  did  not  understand  tbe  change  proposed, 
and  he  moved  to  lay  the  m?tter  on  the  table. 

Mi.  Whtmore  of  Ward  4  explained  the  origin 
of  the  order,  and  at  tbe  suggestion  of  Mr.  Kim- 
ball of  Ward  6,  the  repoi  t  and  order  were  laid  on 
tbe  table  ana  orderea  to  be  printed. 

THE  DEATH  OF  VICE  PRESIDENT  WILSON. 

A  message  of  the  Mayor  came  down  announcing 
the  death  of  Henry  Wilson,  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  with  r-solutions  of  respect  to  his 
memory,  and  order  for  appointment  of  a  joint 
special  committee  to  attend  the  funeral. 

The  Council  concurred  in  the  passage  of  the 
resolution  and  order  by  a  unanimous  rising  vote, 
and  Messrs.  B"ackett  of  Ward  10,  Flvna  of  Ward 
7  and  Wilson  of  W  ard  12  were  joined  to  said  com- 
mittee. O.  motion  of  Mr.  Hovoes  of  Ward  11  the 
President  was  added  to  the  comn  ittoe. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pay  $1200  to  Sampson,  Davenport  & 
Co.,  for  procuring  and  locating  the  numbers  ot 
legal  voters  in  the  sevtial  waids,  as  directed  by 
the  special  committee.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  placing  the  salary  of  the  Clerk  of  Com- 
mittees at  $2750  per  annum.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

Order  for  a  transfer,  from  the  unexpended  bal- 
ances of  The  present  financial  year,  of  a  sum  suffi- 
cient to  pay  for  so  much  of  the  work  of  the  con- 
struction of  bridges  over  the  Boston  &  Providence 
and  Boston  &  Albany  railroads  in  extension  of 
West  Chester  paik,  as  will  be  done  during  the 
present  finaacial  year,  the  balance  of  tbe  esti- 
mated cost  of  $145,000  to  be  provided  for  by  taxa- 
tion iiext  year.  Passed  in  concurrence1— yeas  52, 
nays  0. 

PETITION  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20— Petition  ot  A.  A. 
Miner,  administrator  of  estate  of  H.  W.  Fates,  for 
change  of  conditions.  RetVried  to  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands. 

ASSESSOB'S   DEPABTMENT. 

Mr.  Burgess  of  Ward  3  submitted  the  following 
from  tbe  Joint  Committee  on  the  Assessor's  De- 
partment: 

Bepoits  of  leave  to  wi'hdraw  on  petitions  of 
Leatherbee  Brothers  for  remission  of  tax,  and 
of  John  Jeffries,  Jr.,  for  abatement  of  tax.  Sev- 
erally accepted.    Sent  up. 


Report  on  petition  of  Moses  Wilde,  2d,  with  the 
folio  vine: 

Oidered,  That  tbe  tax  a^ses^ed  in  the  year  1875 
upon  the  estate  of  Moses  Wiicte.  deceased, 
aniounting  to  $150.70,  be  aad  fie  same  is  hereby 
remittee). 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

TBANSPORTATION  OF  EXPLOSIVES. 

Ml  Whittnote  offered  tie  following: 

Ordered,  That  tne  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
the  Fire  Department  be  requested  to  report  what 
changes  a*e  needed,  if  any,  in  the  statutes  in  re- 
lation to  the  storage  and  tiansportation  of  explo- 
sive substances. 

Mr.  Whttmore  called  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  rules  under  which  tv>ey  are  acting  were  made 
in  1833,  wbeu  tbe  Fire  Department  was  acting  un- 
der ihe  Board  of.  Engineers.  Tne  order  is  merely 
to  request  the  coooujitfe  to  cocsider  the  subject. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed.     Sent  up. 

DEPOSITS  OF  CITY  FUNDS. 

On  motion  of  Mt.  Peabody  of  Ward  9,  the  order 
dittcting  the  City  Treasurer  to  deoosit  the  funds 
of  the  city  of  Boston  in  such  banks  as  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  Fisaoce  shall  apnrove,  the  deposit  m 
any  one  back  not  to  »  xcted  $1,000,000,  was  ta&en 
from  the  table,  and  Mr.  Peabody  offered  the  fol- 
lowing as  a  substitute : 

Ordered,  That  until  otherwise  ordered  by  tbe 
City  Council,  the  Citj  Tieasurer  be  ditect^d  to 
deposit  i he  funds  of  the  city  oc  Boston  in  such 
banks  within  said  city  as  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance shall  approve;  provide-',  however,  toat  the 
whole  amount  deposited  in  any  one  banii.  shall 
not  at  any  one  'ime  exceed  fifty  per  centum  of  the 
paid-in  capital  of  said  bpnk. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  soould  like  to  know  the 
rea;on  for  that.  If  I  uut/erstano  the  original 
oroer,  deposit--  were  not  to  exceed  $1,000,000.  I 
should  litre  the  gentleman  to  explain  the  reason 
for  a  change  from  the  original  oider. 

Mr.  Peioodv — The  original  order  says  there 
never  should  be  more  tiian  o>  e  mi'lion  dollars  de- 
posited in  anyone  bank,  and  it  applies  to  all 
banks,  irrespective  of  capita; ;  and  I  believe  it 
does  not  limit  deposits  to  th^t  city  of  Boston 
banks.  Conseqnen'ly,  in  case  tbe  Finance  Com- 
mittee  chi  s  ■  todircctit.a  deposit  of  one  million 
might  be  made  i*i  a  bank  of  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars capital.  After  I  saw  the  original  order 
it  occurred  to  me  that  it  should  bt) 
amended  so  that  the  amount  deposited  m 
any  one  rank  should  never  exc*  ed  one- 
balf  of  the  paid-op  capital  of  such  bank:  and, 
by  consultation  with  the  officers  of  banks,  1  found 
that  that  was  just  about  the  amouDt  which  a 
bank  could  comfortably  manage  add  judiciously 
handle.  That  is  to  say,  a  bai.k  with  a  million  dol- 
lar capital  cao  properly  handle  halt  a  million 
dollars.  I  thought  that  would  be  a  good  precau- 
tion, ano.  npon  making  a  suggestion  to  the  Com- 
miutee  on  the  Treasury,  it  met  their  unanimous 
approval. 

Mr.  Shaw — I  think  tbe  get  tieman's  ideas  are  en- 
tirely correct;  but  I  would  suggesc  an  amend- 
ment that  in  no  instance  shall  a  deposit  exceed 
$1,000,000.  I  think  that  $i,000,000  in  o  e  bank  is 
enough.  For  it  stance,  a  baLb  may  bive  a  capital 
of  $3,000,000,  which  would  admit  of  a  deposit  of 
$1,500,000.  I  think  the  gentleman's  reasons  are 
very  goon,  but  I  would  like  to  have  the  maximum 
fixed. 

Mt.  Peabody— That  matter  has  been  very  care- 
fully considered  and  discussed  a  great  deal  by  the 
committee.  The  Treasurer  minus  it  would  be  a 
decided  convenience  to  him  to  have  one  large  de- 
posit account.  He  often  has  transactions  where  a 
large  deposit  is  a  great  convenience,  arid  the  only 
case  in  which  it  could  exceed  a  trillion  dollars, 
with  tbe  piesent  capital  of  the  Boston  banks,  is 
tbe  Merchants' Bank,  which  wouio  admit  of  a 
million  and  a  half;  and  the  Treasurer  thought  it 
would  occasional]"  bn  a  decided  convenience  to 
put  that  .irooont  there.  The  committee  saw  no 
obj tcfion  to  it,  and  approved  the  order  in  its  pres- 
ent foim. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9—1  approve  of  the  substi- 
tute; but  I  think  it  should  be  changed  in  one  re- 
spect, to  the  effect  that  tho  City  Treasurer,  with 
the  appioval  of  tha  Finance  Committee,  shall 
make  an  arrangement  with  such  banks  for  ths  de- 
posit of  the  city's  money.  My  leason  for  wishing 
the  change  is  that  the  substitute  simply  applies 
to  the  amount  to  be  kept  in  certain  bank",  while  I 
think  it  is  also  highly  necessary  that  the  nature  of 
tbe  arrangement  made  with  the  baoks  in  te,gard 
to    the    payment  of   interest,  and    tbe  amount 
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upon  which  interest  shall  be  calculated  should  be 
well  understood,  foi  it  is  of  as  much  importance 
as  the  subject  touched  upon  by  the  substitute.  I 
think  the  gentl-man  offering  the  substitute  will 
agree  to  that.  I  don't  know  that  it  is  necessary  to 
go  into  the  derails  here,  butl  think  it  is  impoitant 
that  the  arrangement,  maae  by  the  Treasur«r 
should  tie  approved  by  some  outside  body. 

Mr.  Peabody — I  don't  think  that  can  be  better 
arranged  thai/  it  is  now.  As  my  friend  will  ob- 
serve, the  deposits  are  to  be  maae  practic  illy  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  Committee  oo  finance, 
who  can  see  that  precisely  such  an  air  ngement 
is  made  as  my  colleague  thinks  should  be;  I  think 
the  order  covers  it. 

Mr.Jaque.-i — I  shall  be  forced  to  explain  a  lit- 
tle more  tullv  what  I  mean.  I  thought  perhaps 
the  gentleman  might  suggest  an  amendment 
without  further  explanation.  As  the  arrange- 
ments have  been  made  heretofore,  the  bank  aas 
agreed  to  hold  the  deposits  ai  d  pay  a  given  .rate 
of  interest,  and  that  interest  is  calculated  upon 
the  minimum  balance  at  a  fixed  period.  I  ihink 
my  colleague  will  agree  with  me  that  that  is  liable 
to  great  abuses.  The  interest  should  be  calculat- 
ed upon  the  daily  balances,  as  is  the  custom  in 
most  banks.  It  is  something  of  much  importance, 
it  appears  to  me,  though  it  is  not  necessary  to  ex- 
plain it  here. 

Mr.  Peabody— It  is  tin  disposition  ot  the  Fi- 
nance Committee,  and  it  will  undoubtedly  be  the 
disposition  of  the  Treasurer— for  he  has  shown  it 
ever  since  he  was  elected— to  handle  the  fuods  in 
the  best  possible  manner  for  the  interest  of  the 
city.  The  old  plan  adopted  in  the  account  with 
the  Merchants'  Bank  was,  that  twice  in  every 
month — say  from  the  1st  to  the  15th  of  the  month 
— the  smallest  balance  should  be  taken  and  inter- 
est allowed  upon  that;  then  from  the  15th 
to  the  30tb,  tbe  smallest  balance  should 
again  be  taken.  This  gave  a  certain  ad  van- 
tag  to  the  bank;  but  the  bank  also  al- 
lowed a  high  rate  of  interest— four  per  cent. — on 
city  deoosits,  Tor  we  must  remember  that  in  addi- 
tion to  that  they  have  to  pay  one-half  of  one  per 
cent,  to  the  Goverameot  in  taxes,  ai  d  are  obliged 
to  keep  a  reserve  of  one-fourth  of  all  their  de- 
posits—so that  it  the  city  deposits  a  million  dol- 
lars, they  must  lock  np  a.  quarter  of  a  million,  pay 
the  Government  a  half  oer  cent,  taxes,  and  the 
city  four  per  cent,  interest  on  the  whole  million. 
It  is  not  so  rich  a  thing  for  the  bank  as  it 
might  at  first  glance  appear.  In  ordinary 
times  the  account  is  of  considerable  value 
to  the  bank, because  it  is  deposited  in  the  autumn, 
when  the  taxes  are  paid  in,  and  they  are  able  to 
loai  it.  As  you  know,  the  city  has  perhaps  ten 
or  t  velve  million  dollars  paid  in  during  the  win- 
ter months,  arid  ihe  expenditures  average  about  a 
million  dollars  a  month— so  that  from  October  to 


June  the  bank  has  a  considerable  use  of  the  city's 
money,  and  can  loan  a  large  portion  of  it  with 
confloence  that  it  will  not  be  immediately 
called  for.  The  bank  has  heretofore  been 
enabled  to  pay  a  good  inteiest  upon  it; 
but  within  tbe  last  two  years  money  has 
been  so  plenty  that  the  bank  bas  no,  bejn 
able  to  use  it  so  satisfactorily,  and  tbev  look  upon 
the  account  as  a  buroen.  It  has  really  been  a  bur- 
den, and  tbe  bank  has  only  submitted  to  carrv  such  a 
larg^  amount  of  money  from  the  feeling  that  the 
city  was  an  old  customer,  whose  account  the  bank 
had  had  for  thirty  years,  and  it  (the  account)  bad 
been  advantageous  for  them.  So  they  have  for 
some  time  paid  the  city  four  per  cent,  when  tbey 
have  been  loaning  the  money  out  at  three  per 
cen*-.  Really,  toe  conduct  of  the  Me  ohaoos' 
Bank,  which  has  been  the  depositary,  ha-",  been 
quite  generous  to  the  city.  In  1873.  for 
instance,  the  deposits  of  the  city  were 
all  drawn  out  in  the  midst  of  the 
panic,  and  the  ba  k  also  loaned  the  city  $300,000 
besides.  Id  the  future  it  will  be  the  endeavoi  of 
tbe  Treasurer  and  the  Finance  Committee  to 
handle  these  deposits  in  the  way  that  is  best  for 
the  city's  interest.  It  must  ultimately  be  intrust- 
ed to  their  discretion,  and  I  cannot  see  ibow  tne 
order  could  be  so  altered  as  to  cairv  out  the  views 
of  my  colleague  any  better  than  it  does  now;.  The 
parties  will  do  their  best, under  tbe  present  order, 
to  make  the  deposits  pay  as  good  interest  as  they 
do  now. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward'6— Unless  ir  is  very  im- 
portant that  the  order  bhail  pass  tonight,  i  move 
that  it  be  laid  upon  the  table,  tfcat  tbe  members  of 
the  Treasury  ar»d  Finance  committees  may  confer 
together  and  see  if  they  caonot  agree  upon  an 
amendment  by  tbe  next  meeting. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

COMMON  AND  PUBLIC  GEOUNDS. 

Mr.  Cushing  of  Ward  4,  from  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Commoa  ana  Public  Grounds,  submitted 
tb»  following: 

Ordered,  Fhif  the  Commirtee  on  CommoD  and 
Public  Grounds  b°i  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  $1000  in  paying  for  the  use  of  water 
for  watering  streets  around  the  public  giounds; 
said  sum  to  be  in  addition  to  that  already  appro- 
priated, and  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  ot  $417.35  be  appro- 
priated for  concreting  the  walks  on  Independence 
square ;  said  sum  to  be  transferred  for  that  par- 
pose  from  t^e  aopropnation  f  or  Superintendence 
and  Labor  on  the  Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

Severally  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6,  the  Coun- 
cil adjourned. 
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BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

NOVEMBER    30,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clark ,  Chairman,  presiding:. 

JUBOBS  DBAWN. 

Three  aiaocl  and  five  petit  juiors  were  drawn 
for  the  December  term  of  the  United  States  Dis- 
trict Co  art. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS. 

Special  Police  Officers—  W.lliam  H.  Davenport,' 
Beacon,  Gloucester,  Fairfield  and  Marloirough 
streets;  John  L.  Starrett,  Joan  A.  Andrew  Hall; 
Charles  Marsh,  Avon  street  auo  vicinity;  William 
J.  Clark,  Congress  street  and  vicinity;  C.  B.  Suy- 
ner,  tiedford  street  and  vicinity. 

Ward  officers  to  till  vacar  ci-s: 

Ward  2— William  H.  Flannagau,  Inspector,  in 
plaee  of  Michael  J.  Dohprty. 

Waid  5— George  B.  Thomas,  Clerk,  in  place  of 
Taylor  P.  Thompson ;  Tavloi  P.  Thompson,  In- 
spector, in  place  of  Ira  A.  Worth  jSamoel  S.  Will- 
son,  "Warden,  in  place  of  H  ratio  Wellington. 

Ward  7-John  A.  McLaugolin,  Inspector,  in 
place  of  Charles  H.  Miner. 

Ward  17— William  C.  Page,  Inspector,  in  place 
«f  Hiram  Johnson. 

Ward  19— Albert  Batcbelder,  Inspector,  io  place 
of  J.  Austin  Rogers. 

Ward  22— John  J.  Palmer,  Inspector,  in  place  of 
Charles  W.  Weeber. 

Waid  23— Cytus  M.  Marshall,  Inspector,  in  pla-c3 
ot  Freaeiic  Seaver. 

Ward  24— George  W.  ^onant,  Inspector,  in  place 
of  He  my  B.  Divis.  » 

Severally  confirmed. 

PETITIONS  BEFEBBEB". 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 
C.  D.  Parker  et  al.,  that  the  waidroorn  of  Wara  13 
be  'emovci  to  corner  of  B  street  arid  Broadway. 
To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  Boyu- 
ton  &  Brothers,  for  extension  of  tims  in  which  to 
build  on  Coiumbus  aveoue  and  Northampton 
street. 

William  A.  Guile,  for  change  in  condition  of 
sale  of  lot  792  Fourth  street. 

John  B.  R^gao,  for  leave  to  surrender  to  the 
city  three  'ots  of  land  on  Paul  and  Middlesex 
streets  and  one  lot  on  Porter  str  et. 

To   the    Committee    on    Health    on    the  part 
of  the  board.    Alonzo  C.  H.  Ui*  s,  for  leave  to  oc 
eupy  a  s.able  for  four  horses,  at  53  Bjwer  strept, 
Roxbutv;   also  to  cut  and  take  away  a  tree  op- 
posite said  premises. 

J.  W.  Cook,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old  brick 
stablt,  for  twelve  a  dttional  horses  on  Davenport 
street,  atNo.  1 ;  and  remonstrance  of  Martin  Beat- 
ty  et  al.,  against  the  same. 

Remo.  strance  ot  South  Boston  Gas  Ligot  Com- 
pany et  al.,  against  granting  petition  or  W.  H.  H. 
Yon  ng,  for  a  stable  for  tea  norses  oa  First  St.  eet. 
To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Petiii  m  for  edge- 
stone*  a  d  brick  sidewalk  in  front  o£  estate  of 
Yeaton  Jenness,  21-23  Marcella  s  reet. 

Susan  A.  Fisher,  administratrix,  to  be  naid  for 
grade  damages  o:;  Men  ford  street,  Charlestown. 

Beijainin  Brewster  and  wife,  io  be  paid  for 
grate  damages  oa  Walnut  avenue  and  Rockland 
street. 

Nathan  Moise  e*  <zZ.,  that  Newbury  street,  be- 
tween Clarendon  and  Dartmouth  streets,  be  grad- 
ed. 

Petitioo  foi  brick  sidewalk  in  front  of  estate  of 
Thomas  S.  Hodge=,  29  Glen  wood  street. 

William  Cavauago,  for  leave  to  move  wooden 
buildmg  from  Savin- Hill  avenue  to  Sagamore 
St-eet,  Ward  16. 

G.  M.  Weymouth  etui.,  for  a  plank  walk  north 
side  of  Math'  r  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Assessors'  Depart- 
ment. H.  D.  Bradt  et  al.,  for  relief  on  account  of 
taxes  erroneously  assessed  and  paidinl872-'73-'74. 
To  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Northamp- 
ton-street Disttict.  John  Corcoran  for  abatement 
ef  betterment  on  Northampton-sneet  Disirict. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Merrick 
Mansfield,  to  be  compensated  for  damages  caused 
to  his  property  by  tne  agency  of  an  unused  tele- 
graph wire 

F.  M.  Hollingswortb,  to  be  paid  tor  personal  in- 
juries caused  oy  contact  with  a  sled  on  Putnam 
street  m  January  last. 


To  the  Committeeon  Police.  Petitions  for  leave 
•  to  maintain  signs,  as  follows:  I.  B.  fatten  &  Co., 
moi  Ur,  corner  of  Beach  strejt  ana  Harrison  ave- 
nue; F.  D.  Judge,  lantern,  79  Beach  street;  Pat- 
rick Morris,  moitar,  corner  of  Beach  ana  Federal 
stivets;  Samuel  L.  Moore,  projecting  mortar,  cor- 
ner of  Hanover  and  Cross  streets;  Ooaries  L. 
Smith,  executor,  laotern  on  buildii  g  69  West  Con- 
cord street,a'd  that  be  be  allowed  to  paint  \he 
woros  "Lincoln  Hal'"  on  the  fame;  James  A. 
Gisesot),  mortxr,  corner  of  Harrison  avenue  and 
Han-ard  street;  Mr.-.  M.  M.  Philiids,  laut'-rn,  91 
Sudbury  stieet;  Albert  F.  Davol,  mortar,  10  Mam 
st<eet,  Chailestown;  Sanders  &  Smith,  mo-tar, 
cornet  of  Beach  ad  Lincoln  streets;  Jo.in  A. 
Perry  &  Co,,  mortals,  at  comet  of  Sawyej  street 
and  Shawmut  avenue,  and  corner  of  Dudley  and 
Magazine  streets;  J.  W.  Patch  &  Co.,  mortar, 
Caiiidsn  st  eet,  B.  E.  Ciosby  &  Co.,  post  inside- 
walk,  1  City  squa  e,  Charlestowa ;  L.  F.  Siramo  s, 
lant-m,  hotel  corner  o'  PleasantandEhotstreets; 
Walter  E.  Sacker,  mortar,  91  Shawuiut  avenue; 
Jamei  F.  Caine,  monar,  corner  ot  Oak  and  Huu- 
son  streets. 

Sturgis  &  Brigharu  et  al.,  that  musicians  be  pro 
hibited  from  playing  in  Ki'by  street  and  Ex- 
change place  between  9  A.  M.  and  2  P.  M.  $&&.  • 
Sbawmut-avenue  Baotist  Church,  for  leave  to 
maintain  their  gas  1  aoup=  on  bnawmut  avenue  and 
comet  ot  Rutland  street. 

THE  NAME  OF  WASHINGTON  SQTJABE. 

Alderman  Piescott  piesemed  the  petition  of 
Cbar'es  Richaidson  &  Co.  anu  othe  s,  requesting 
that  the  tarns  ot  Wa-hington  squarei,be  cha  ged 
to  Foi-t  HiU  square,  for  the  reason,  anons  o  tsis, 
that  the  pub  ic  are  misled  by  the  preset  t  name, 
and  consequently  do  <  oi  readily  fino  the  location, 
thinking  it  near  Washington  street.  They  believe 
the  name  ot  Fort  Hill  square  woulJ  be  more  ap- 
propriate. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Paving. 

GATE  AT  DUDLEY-STBEET  CEOSSING. 

Alderman  Pope  presents  ihe  peution  of  W.  R. 
Austin  and  others,  for  the  ei-ction  ot  a  double 
gate  at  the  Dudley-street  dossing  of  the  New 
York  &  New  England  Railway,  on  Mt.  Pleasant. 

Alderman  Pone— Tne  place  where  these  gates 
are  a»kfd  for  is  on  the  old  and  much- travelled 
toad  from  Doichester  to  the  Highlands.  Therail- 
ioao  company  keps  a  man  there,  out  ha  almost 
always  gets  to  tbf  spot  after  the  train  passes,  and 
within  a  yeai  *heie  have  beei>  several  serious  ac- 
cidents. Tne  people  have  remonstrated  until  they 
are  tired  of  it.  Thr-y  think  that  by  having  gates 
shut  across  the  track  the  waichmah  must  attend 
to  his  dutv  in  order  to  let  the  trains  p&ss,  and 
tuen  the  carriages  and  pedestrians  will  be  pro- 
tected. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Paving, 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pay  Mary  Brewer  $2024  for  Walden- 
street  land  damage?.    Passed. 

Report  and  ord-r  for  transfer  to  appropriation 
for  Ps.ving  <f  $75,000,  viz  ,  $50,000  from  Water 
Works  ana  $25,000  from  Sewers. 

Alderman  Harris  moved  to  strike  out  "and 
fro  u  that  for  sewers,  $25,000." 

Alderman  Stebbins — For  what  reason? 

Alderman  Harris— The  committee  Dave  agsrin 
examined'  the  wnrk  befote  them,  and  feel  satis- 
fied i hat  the  amount  aireacy  appropriated  is  not 
more  than  will  be  required,  and,  therefore,  that 
we  cannot  soar?  the  amount 

Alaennan  Pre«cott— Betoie  making  this  tiaDS- 
fer  from  the  appvopiiatiotj  for  Water  Works  to 
that  for  Paving,  I  should  like  to  ask  if  the  Paving 
Committee  have  askec  for,  or  if  they  need,  any 
additional  appropriation.  We  have  alieady  reach- 
ed a  season  of  the  jear  whe-n  but  little  new  pav- 
ing can  be  done  in  the  streets,  though  more  or 
less  expenditures  have  to  be  made  during  the 
winter  and  earlv  spring,  which  will  come  from 
the  regular  appropriation  of  this  year.  If  an  ad- 
ditional $50,000  is"  absolutely  needed  bv  the  Pav- 
ing Department  I  should  cheerfully  vote  for  the 
transfer;  bur  if  not,  I  should  be  satisfied  to  have 
tms  $50,000  go  into  the  sinking  fund  at  the  end  of 
the  year  and  help  reduce  ttie  city  debt.  I  don't 
understand  that  this  tiansfer  has  bean  asked  for 
by  the  Paving  Committee,  and  I  should  like  to 
he^r  from  them. 

Toe  Chairman— Tais  order  was  reported  by  the 
Finance  Committee  in  accoioance  with  an  Oder 
passed  by  the  City  Council  some  time  ago.  [The 
Chairmaj  read  the  report.] 

Alderman  Prescott— I  have  never  yet  known  of 
a  transfer  being  made  from  one  appropriation  to 
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anotfaei  without  a  request  from  tbe  department 
to  which  tne  appropriation  is  to  Ce  transferred. 
If  it  is  necessaiy  or  expedieur.  for  the  Paving 
Committee  to  spend  $50,000  in  adnition  to  tbe 
amo'int  granted  the  on  iD  the  appropriation  bill,  I 
should  cheerfully  vote  for  it;  but  U  it  is  not  need- 
ed I  sliould  be  entirely  satisfied  10  bave  it  go  into 
tbe  sukiog  fucd  at  the  end  of  tbe  financial  year. 

Alderman  Power — I  supposed  tne  Aldermao  from. 
Ward  9  knew  where  this  order  originated.  It  was 
offered  in  the  Common  Com  cil  cy  a  member  of 
that  bony,  ano  the  Paving  Committee  had  noth- 
ing to  r.o  »ith  it.  That  commutes  bave  incurred 
no  responsiointy  by  which  any  more  than  tbeir 
regular  app i  opriation  will  be  necessary.  It  stems  to 
have  beeo  tbe  judgment  of  the  Cocnniittee  on  Fi- 
nance,w|ioha/eexamined  this  subject,  that  if  there 
weie  any  urn  xpended  balances  it  would  be  judi- 
cious to  put  them  to  tbe  crec.it  ot  toe  Paving  De- 
partment, that  tuey  might  d  )  morn  wortc  and  give 
employment  to  deserving  per-ons  dum  g  tbe  win- 
ter to  a  great-r  extent  than  rheir  regular  appro- 
priation would  allow.  If  we  bave  fair  weather, 
as  we  undoubtedly  vill,  this  money  may  be  ex- 
pended for  tbe  benefit  of  tbe  city,  and  at  toe  same 
trm»  give  labor  to  many  deserving  noor  people. 
If  the  amount  is  trar. sf erred  to  the  Paving  appro- 
priation, and  if  ic  can  be  used  judiciously,  it  o»Hl 
be;  ano  if  not,  of  course  it  will  not. 

Ths  motion  to  strike  out  prevailed,  and  the 
older  as  amended  was  passed— yeas  12,  nays  0. 
Sent  down. 

ORDER  TO  REGULATE    THE     HEIGHT    AND  DIMEN- 
SIONS OF  AWNINGS,  ETC. 

Alderman  Worrbington — Is  a  curtain  which 
hangs  down  twelve  inches  to  be  a  permanent  one? 

Alrleiman  Bun  age— That  is  what  it  says. 

alderman  Worthing  ton— Then  I  ask  what  is  the 
objection  to  1-ttering  it?  It  is  none  the  less  a 
curtain  wben  it  is  lettered  ;  and  if  it  is  at  v  advan- 
tage to  have  the  lettering  upon  the  curtain,  I  say 
the  City  Government  should  permit  it  and  allow 
them  to  have  a  sign  there,'it  there  is  no  other  in- 
•onvenisnee  than  the  lettering. 

Alderman  Bnrrage — Inasmuch  as  there  is  no 
immediate  necessity  for  tbi-.  passage  of  tsis  order, 
tbsie  being  little  if  any  use  for  awning- during 
the  winter  months,  I  hope  it  will  not  be  passed  at 
present,  nef  >re  tie  next,  warm  seasoo,  it  is  quite 
likely  that  further  amendments  may  suggest 
themselves,  and  it  is  quite  pro  Liable  that  some 
alterations  a  ay  be  made  in  the  style  of  awnings 
allowed  to  be  erected,  that  will  make  tbem  less 
objectionable  on  public  grounds  i  nd  yet  be  satis- 
factory to  the  parties  who  desire  to  erect  them. 
The  Superintendent  ot  Lamps  has  the  same  au- 
thority at  pr-sent  that  be  bas  had  heretofore,  and 
I  hope  tbe  order  wi'l  be  indefinitely  postponed,  or 
referred  to  the  next,  City  Goverameni  to  take 
such  action  as  they  please. 

Alnerman  Steobin  •—  Ths  order  was  offere  i  on  ac- 
count of  tbe  action  of  tbe  Board  of  Aldermen  on 
Nov.  18,  when  the  matter  was  brought  to  their  at- 
tention by  tbe  order  which  I  presented  instruct- 
ing th-  Chief  ot  Police  to  suspend  so  much  of  the 
previous  ci  lets  ot  the  Board  as  would  apply  to 
the  curtains  anaehed  to  awnings,  and  on  which 
there  m  =  y  be  more  or  less  lettering.  Tee  Board 
will  remember  that  after  ■«  lengthy  disenssion  the 
order  was  voted  down,  and  f.ince  then  tbe  Police 
Department  have  S'rictly  enforced  the  order.  I 
am  glad  the  Aldermao  from  th3  Highland  Dis- 
trict has  changed  his  mind  in  iregard  to  that  mat- 
ter, as  be  voted  for  the  order  takiug  the  cur- 
tains down,  or  virtually  to  that  effect,  for  he 
voted  against  the  order  giving  instructioas  to  rhe 
Chief  of  Police  rot  to  remove  them.  Of  course 
the  matter  having  taken  that  soap:-,  and  the  Boaid 
of  Aldei  men  having  sustain  dihe  Chipf  in  bis  posi- 
tion in  regard  to  ordering  down  all  awnings  upon 
which  there  may  be  lettering,  it  became  necessary 
to  have  tbe  rule  •  of  the  La.np  Department  con- 
toi  m  to  it.  As  I  stated  rhe  other  dav,  I  think  it  is 
a  hardship  to  require  al'  tr.e  su  all  traders  to  re- 
move the  leitering  from  their  awnings.  I  only  of- 
fered the  <  rder  to  have  the  rule  of  the  Lamp  De- 
partment contoimto  that  oi  this  Board. 

Alderman  Burrage— The  Board  will  see  that  the 
passage  of  tnis  order  will  not  affect  thj  one  al- 
ready passed  in  regaid  to  shade  signs  already 
erecteo.  This  order  applies  only  to  shades  to  be 
erected  in  the  future,  and  the  Superintendent  of 
Lamps  has  tbe  fame  control  over  that  as  be  has 
had  heretofore.  In  regard  to  this  whole  matter 
of  the  style  of  •'hades  and  the  lettering  of  them,  it 
seems  to  me  we  had  better  wait  tdl  »e  can  see 
what  is  best  for  both  the  public  goo  i  and  private 


interest,  and  until  a  fixed  ordinance  can  be  estab- 
lished. If  tnis  order  is  not  passed,  the  matter  re- 
mains just  as  it  is  at  present.  It  the  order  is 
passed  it  seem*  to  me  it  will  compbeate  matters, 
because  amendments  will  oe  necessaiy  until 
things  are  in  the  right  shape,  aid  the 
wnoie.  matter  will  have  to  come  up  again. 
It  seems  to  me  we  had  better  defer  tbe  matter 
until  we  see  just  what  changes  are  needed. 

Aldtrman  Wottbingtoo—  Ir  tbe  oroer  is  mdefi- 
nitelv  postponed,  what  will  be  the  course  of  the 
Chief  of  Police  in  regard  to  awnings?  If  I  re- 
member aright,  whea  the  previous  order  was  un- 
der consideration  we  nad  a,  ruling  of  the  City 
Solicitor  that  the  original  order  required  the  cur- 
tains to  oe  taken  down.  Now,  is  it  his  int--ntioa 
to  instruct  tbe  Chief  of  Police  to  takedown  the 
awnings?  If  no  further  attention  is  to  be  paid  to 
awnings,  I  am  content;  if  chey  are  to  be  taken 
down,  I  tnink  we  should  regulate  them. 

Alderman  Burrage— I  don't  see  that  this  nas  any- 
thing to  do  wito  it.  This  matte:  has  already  been 
teferreo  to  the  C<  mmittee  on  Police,  but  for  want 
of  time  they  bave  not  considered  the  seveial  pe- 
titions or  remonst'  ances  against  the  removal  ot 
awni' g  signs  wh'ch  have  been  refcrr.-d  to  them, 
and  therefore  they  have  not  arrived  at  a  conclu- 
sion thereon.  This  ocer  seems  to  be  an  inde- 
pendent matter. 

Alderman  Stebbins — This  order  may  nave  no 
connection  with  the  original  one  passed  by  the 
Board;  but  hat  one  relates  directly  to  ibis,  and 
the  Superintendent  of  Lamps  desires  to  conform 
to  the  expressed  will  of  tne  Board.  The  Board  by 
a  very  large  majority— 3  to  9 — voted  agai  st  the 
order  which  I  presented  on  the  18th  of  November, 
instructing  the  Chief  not  to  enforce  tnat  part  of 
the  original  orciei  relating  to  awnings.  Nothing 
is  to  be  done  now  uules  toe  Board  see  fit  to  take 
back  action.  I  am  alad  to  see  that  one  Alderman 
who  voted  againsr  ths  order  to  rescind  that  por- 
tion lelaung  to  awnings  has  taken  the  back 
action,  although,  as  a  general  rule,  the  original 
order  has  been  entoiced,  and  there  ar<  scarcely 
any  left  in  the  city. 

Alderman  Woithington— I  was  nor  aware  I  had 
taken  any  back  eiction  in  regara  to  it.  The  only 
motion  1  oave  mace  is  in  rega/d  to  the  lettering. 
I  can  see  no  objection  to  letteru  g  a  curiam  if  it  is 
there.  I  cannon  see  any  objecu  n  to  a  man  put- 
ting tbe  number  of  bis  store  or  his  name  and  busi- 
ness upon  a  enrtain  if  it  hangs  tnere.  If  the  cur- 
taius  ars  to  oa  tak-  n  down,  I  oave  nothing  more 
to  say.    I  don't  cake  any  baca  track. 

Alderman  Stebbins— Let  ma  call  tbe  Alderman's 
attention  to  the  orae;  I  offtied  o a  Nov.  18: 

"Oroered,  That  tne  Chief  oi  Police  be  directed 
to  dis  onunu*  further  proceeding  under  the  or- 
der passed  by  this  Board  Oct.  11,  instructing  him 
to  pro  ecute  all  persons  who  fail  to  remove  all 
signs,  lanterns  or  show  boards  of  any  description 
which  project  mote  than  one  toot  into  "the  puolic 
streets." 

The  Alderma  n  from  the  Highlands  voted  agaicst 
tbat  order.  Today  be  spys  tbe  oiig'nal  order 
should  n  >t  be  enforcea  so  far  as  it  relates  to  awn- 
ings. 

alderman  Woithirgtoo— If  it  is  not  enforced, 
the  lettering  should  be  aUoweo  ;  that  is  what  I 
say. 

Alderman  Sebbins — She  whole  qu-«tion  turns 
upon  tbe  lettering.  The  Chief  of  Police  orders 
down  do  awning  upou  which  theie  is  no  lettering. 
There  is  no  reteience  whatever  to  the  awnings 
upon  which  the;..-  is  no  lettering. 

Alderman  Bigelow—  1  cannot  agree  with  tne  Al- 
derman from  the  Highlands  fii  regaid  to  putting 
leturmg  upon  the  cunains.  1  tnink  mt  lettering 
is  an  l  ducemeut  10  a  uion  to  put  up  a  curtain 
when  it  is  not  needed,  for  if  he  can  letter  his  cur- 
tain i.  is  just  as  much  asving  sign  as  anything. 
If  toe  lettering  is  not  permitted  he  will  not  put 
upacuitan.  The  object  of  m  king  a  curtain  is 
not  to  protect  bim  from  the  sun,  but  to  make  a 
sigo  ;  consequently  I  do  not  favor  it. 

Alderman  Worthington — Then  I  should  vote 
against  the  signs  altogether. 

Alderman  Pouei — As  this  aiatttr  is  now  under 
consid.  ration  in  some  form  or  other  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Police  I  move  that  tbe  order  tie  upon 
the  table. 

The  motion  to  table  prevailed. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  FOR   CONCUR- 
RENCE. 

Petitions  were  referred. 

The  order  for  the  sale  of  the  steamer  Henry  Mor- 
rison came  up  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Institutions.    Concurred. 
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Order  for  Committee  on  Fire  Department  to 
considrr  and  retort  if  any  modifications  aie  re- 
quired in  the  mode  <>t  tranipoi  ling  explosive  com- 
pounds.   Passed. 

Report  and  order  to  abate  tax  on  estate  of  Moses 
Wilde  $150.70.    Oroer  passed. 

Report  op  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of 
Leatberbee  Brothers,  for  remission  of  taxes  of 
1871-74.    Accepted. 

LIABILITY    FOK     UNAUTHORIZED     ACTS     OF     CITY 
AGiSNTS. 

A.  report  (leave  to  withdraw)  came  up  to  be  ac- 
cepte  on  petition  of  John  Jeffries,  Jr.,  et  al.,  for 
abatement  of  taxes  assessed  on  land  in  East  Bos- 
tor. 

Alderman  Quincy — I  would  "ike  to  hear  some 
explanation  of  tLe  merits  of  this  case.  I  have 
beard  the  case  stated  in  a  manner  which  would 
lead  one  to  believs  that  the  petitioner  has  some 
equitaole  claim  to  consideration,  and  I  should  like 
to  hear  the  leason  for  reportitg  leave  to  with- 
draw. 

Alderman  Harris— This  matter  was  consideted 
very  catefully  by  the  Committee  on  Assessors'  De- 
partment, and  no  evidence  whatever  was  educed 
that  any  one  was  authorized  by  the  City  Council  to 
For  d  this  Ian  J.  Some  panies  representing  cbe  Gov- 
ernment tbought  it  might  be  jucicious  to  secure  a 
band,  but  theie  was  no  authority  for  them  to  do 
so.  This  bond  was  taksn;  ano  now  because  the 
gentleman  gave  the  boi  d  to  tbe  ci'y  he  asks  to 
be  exempted  from  the  paymeut  of  something  like 
$2000  taxes  upon  ic,  ana  the  committee  did  not 
feel  warranted  in  making  any  such  recommenda- 
tion to  the  Government.  That  i ;  about  all  theie  is 
to  it;  there  was  no  evidence  that  any  one  wrs  au- 
thorize o  to  bond  this  land  foi  the  citv.  My  col- 
leaeue,  the  Alderman  from  Ward  8,  I  believe  is 
more  conversant  wltn  the  procuring  of  tbe  bond 
than  I  am. 

Aioerooan  Stebbins — The  taking  of  these  bonds 
was  in  connection  with  the  p«oposed  removal  of 
the  tiacksof  the  Eastern  and  Boston  &  Albany 
railroads  in  East  Bost  'n.  Members  of  the  Board 
— certainly  those  who  have  been  bete  for  several 
years — ate  aaare  rhat  one  of  the  most  vexed  ques- 
tions ever  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  was  cow  to  avoid  the  grade  cross- 
ings of  these  railways.  Some  three  vearstemce, 
tub  Paving  Committee  had  estimaces  made  of  the 
cost  ot  bdiging  ths  streets,  bnc  the  figures  were 
so  large  that  that  plan  had  to  be  abandoned; 
each  bridge  woulm  requue  a  very  long  spao,  on 
account  of  ths  large  number  nf  tracks;  rb-  grade 
of  the  streets  is  such  th?t  tbe  approaches  to  tbe 
several  bridges  would  have  to  oe  quite  ie<  gthy, 
and  the  grade  damages  would,  consequently,  be 
very  heavy,  la  February,  1874,  the  City  Engineer 
suggested  to  some  member''  of  the  Boaid  a  plan 
for  removing  tnese  tracks  so  as  to  enter  Ea-t  Bos- 
ton arouo  a  the  isla  d  ritherthan  to  aivid^  the 
island  m  two.  A  sufficient  investigation  was 
had  to  warrant  the  passags  of  a:,  oroer  by  the 
City  Council  requesting  the  Mayor  for  autaorily 
to  have  these  tracks  removed.  Such  a  petition 
was  presented  to  the  Legislature  in  1874,  and  by 
them  referred  to  the  Railway  Commissioners,  with 
instructions  to  consider  and  report  whata;tinn 
should  be  taken  in  the  premises.  Before  the 
Railroad  Commissioners  save  a  public  hearing  in 
the  matter,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  ascertain 
as  near  as  possible  what  the  expense  of  these  re- 
movals *tould  be,  and  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Asse-sors,  who  resides  in  Fast  Boston.  «as  grant- 
ed leave  of  absence  to  confer  with  vations  own-  ^ 
ers  of  property  which  would  be  crossed  in  case 
the  tiauks  should  be  removed.  A  printed 
form  of  bond  was  prepared  by  the  City 
Solicitor,  and,  with  the  exception  of.  Mr. 
Jfffnes,  it  vas  signeo  by  the  parties.  It 
seemj  now,  that  Mr.  Jeffries  r)ee1m>-d  to 
«gn  the  bond  prepaied  by  the  City  Solicitor, 
but  drew  up  a  bond  of  his  own,  in  which 
he  claimed,  in  case  the  land  was  not  takep  by  the 
1st  of  January,  1876,  that  the  city  should  reltn- 
ctuish  the  taxes.  The  agent  who  -was  acting  for 
the  city — not  by  order  of  the  City  Council,  but 
simply  ro  arrive  at  some  approximate  esti- 
mate of  the  cost  ot  rhe  change  —  accepted 
this  bond.  I  was  not  aware  that  he  accept- 
ed a  bo  ad  of  that  kind  until  qutte  recently. 
I  supposed  what  he  had  aocepteu  from 
Mr.  Jeffries  was  in  the  form  orepared 
unaer  Mr.  Healey's  direction,  which  contained  no 
such  clause.  The  bonds  were  taken  for  various 
lengths  of  time — tnat  of  Mr.  Jeffries  being  for  the 
largest  amount  of  property  taken— running  for  a 


year  or  a  year  and  a  half.  The  gen.leman  of  the 
Assessor's  Departmenl  had  no  autho'ity  to  sign 
it  for  the  city,  and  it  is  not  so  signed.  It  is  sim- 
ply a  statement  of  Mr.  Jeffries  offering  to 
sell  the  land  at  such  a  time  for  a  cer- 
tain price;  dug  he  also  mentioned  in  his 
own  bond  that  the  city  should  relinquish 
the  taxes  till  Jar,.  1, 1876.  Legally,  of  course,  there 
is  no  cLim;  and  I  snonld  doubt  whether  he  bad 
any  in  equi  y,  because  if  he  had  had  an  opportu- 
nity to  dispose  of  this  property  he  could  have 
come  to  the  city  ad  a>ked  for  a  return  of  the 
bond.  The  bond  was  simply  procure!  to  enable 
tbe  Railioad  Commissioners  to  estimate  the  cost 
of  the  change.  It  will  be  remembeted  that  the 
Commissioners  reportei  back  a  bill  compelling 
the  railroads  to  make  the  change  askeu  for  oy  the 
Mayor  on  the  previous  year;  but  it  met  with  very 
serious  opposition,  and  although  carrier-  through 
the  Hou°e  it  was  de'sa^ed  in  the  Senate  by  a  very 
powerful  lobby  interest,  emanating  in  part,  I  am 
soirv  to. say,  trom  members  of  the  City  Council  of 
Boston. 

Alderman  Bnrrag" — I  should  like  to  ask  the  Al- 
derman fiom  Ward  8  what  parties  gave  their  offi- 
cial sanction  to  this  matt°r~besi  les  the  Asses-or 
who  procured  the  bonos?  and  now  far  it  went? 
How  'ar  was  it  understood  that  thev  wished  to 
get  refusals  from  :be  other  parties?  and  bow  far 
it  wan  understood  ti  be  a  good  thi  g  to  get  them, 
although  no  official  action  was  takn?  If  the 
city's  taiib  »as  only  impliedly  giveD,  and  not  di- 
rectly, I  think  we  snould  act  up  to  what  an  inai- 
vidual  would  do  uuoer  similar  circumstances. 
It  the  rel'  ca'ion  of  tbe  tracks  had  been  made, 
I  take  it  the  citt  would  have  taken  the  lands 
at  the  price  named,  and  would  hold  the  par- 
ties in  Cise  of  a  refusal.  It  is  a  poor  rule 
that  will  not  work  both  ways.  If  it  was 
understood  by  the  parties  who  had  the 
management  of  it  that  it  was  a  good  thing  to  get 
the  refusal,  and  if  tne  refusal  was  given  under 
certain  condition-,  I  think  they  should  bs  com- 
plied with. 

Aldeiman  Stebbins— Under  the  Railway  Com- 
missioners' bill  tbe  city  was  rot  to  act  as  the  im- 
me^ia^e  agent.  The  Commissioners  provided  that 
a  special  commission  should,  mak-  these  changes, 
Mit  that  the  city  of  Boston  should  be  asstssed  its 
share  of  ihe  expense.  Tbe  Special  Cornrnission- 
ers  were  to  make  the  change  and  assess  upon  the 
parties  benefited  such  an  amount  of  the  cot  as 
might  oe  deemed  proper.  The  city  was  r  ot  to  be 
an  immediate  agent  in  making  the  change, 
but  was  to  be  assessed  a  proportionate  part 
ot  th<!  cost.  It  was  never  contemplated 
that  the  city  should  make  the  change.  The  pri  t- 
ed  forms  provided  that  the  bonos  should  be  t  ans- 
terred  to  such  agencies  as  were  established  by  the 
Railway  Commi?  loners.  I  was  careful  toat  the 
bontis  taken  bv  the  committee  should  be  used  by 
some  commiss  on  appointed  to  make  the  chaoge, 
and  the  city  of  Boston  should  pav  its  proportion- 
ate share  of  the  cost.  I  remember  making  the 
statement  that  the  city  would  be  willing  to  con- 
tribute, as  its  »bare  of  tfte  expense,  at  least  what 
one  biidge  woold  cost— a  oout  $500,000.  I  suggest- 
ed tnat  at  the  S  ate  House  once  or  twic  ,but  with- 
out any  official  authority. 

Alderman  Power  m  the  chair. 

Alderman  Qomcy — It  seems  to  me,  as  well  as  I 
caD  unders'ano  tne  case,  that  somebody  acting  iu 
behalf  of  the  city  took,  k*pt  ana  used  sucn  a 
bond  as  Mr.  Jeffries  was  willing  to  give,  au'i  that 
Mr.  Jeffries  con.-ideied  <  imself  and  was  bound 
thereby.  Now,  it  may  be  well  said  there  is  i  o  'e- 
gal  cla"Jm  in  the  case ;  but  it  is  no+  yet  cleu'  to  my 
mind  ihat  the^e  is  no  equitable  claim,  and  I  am 
unwilling  to  vote  lvave  to  withdraw.  I  should 
like  to  have  the  matter  lie  over  until  I  can  make 
some  investigation. 

Alderman  Clark — I  hope  tha  re.nort  wiU  not  toe 
accepted.  If  I  understand  the  matter,  M'.  Jef- 
fr'ies  gaTe  a  bond  to  the  city  for  »  parcel  or  land 
in  East  Boston  in  his  own  aod  in  his  father's 
light,  and  as  agent  for  Mi.  Angeli  of  Pioviclence. 
He  gave  the  city  the  tight  to  t;ke  this  land  at  any 
time  duriuo  the  year  1875,  ani  that  oond  expires 
on  the  first  dav  ot  January,  1876.  The  conoition 
was  that  in  consideration  of  this  boedthe  city 
was  to  assume  or  relinquish  the  taxes  upon  that 
land  for  the  year  1875,  whether  the  land  was  taken 
or  whether  it  was  not.  The  bond  is  signed  by  Mr. 
Angeli  and  Mr.  Jeffries,  and  is  accented  by  the 
agent  of  the  city,  Mr.  Palmer.  Tbe  Mayor  was  in- 
structed by  the  City  Council  to  petition  the  Legis- 
lature for  th<3  right  to  remove  those  traces  from 
the  streets  of  East  Boston;  and,  as  I  understand 
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it,  the  Major  instructed  Mr.  Palmer  co  get  the 
bonds  fo  the  land  affected  by  the  removal. 
Among  other  |.aities  from  whom  boads  were  ob- 
tameo  was  Mr.  Jeffries,  and  it  wa<  given  to  Mr. 
Palmer  with  this  express  condition  written  on  it— 
that  wbnber  the  city  took  the  laud  tor  this  pur- 
pose i>r  Dot,  the  c:ty  was  to  remit  the  taxes  for 
1875.  I  know  thai  to  be  a  fact,  for  I  have  seeo  the 
bond  within  a  week.  Mr.  Jeffries  c=me  to  see 
me  about  it  acd  waj  veiy  much  surprised 
at  ibe  course  xt  had  taken  in  the  City 
Council.  He  showed  me  tha  agreement 
from  him  which  ihe  city  held,  and  the  condition 
upon  v,  nich  it  was  given.  To  mv  ce  tain  knowl- 
edge ,  Mr.  Jeff  i  les,  as  the  agent  of  Mr.  Angell.  had 
an  opporfuni  y  to  dispose  ot  this  property  during 
the  present  year.  A  party  represeo  ink  a  very 
large  corporation  was  anxious  to  obtain  it;  he 
came  to  me  to  ascertain  if  the  city  had  a  bond, 
and  I  didn't  know  that  it  had,anu  was  told  by 
the  Alderman  from  Ward  8  that  the  bond  expi.ed 
on  the  1st  ot  July.  The  pany  immediately  went 
to  Mr.  Jeffries  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  tiis 
factory,  and  wss  informed  Oy  him  that  he  could 
not  Sf-Uit  until^  alter  the  1st  of  January,  as  toe 
propertv  was  tfeo  up.  Doubtle?-*  those  parties 
would  have  bought  it  if  it  had  been  free;  for  they 
were  very  anxious  to  obtain  it.  Now,  a*  I  under- 
stand the  cnairman  of  the  com  mittee,  their  objec- 
tions a>e  that  no  parson  was  authorized  by  the 
City  C i  unci!  to  pre  ure  this  boad.  It  may  bethat 
no  co'i  mittee  was  authotized  to  make  this  obliga- 
tion ;  but,  sir,  a  person  was  requested  bv  tne  bead 
of  the  City  Government  to  obtain  the  bonds.  That 
agent  did  obtain  ttese  bonds,  and  he  accepted  one 
from  Mr.  Jeffries  with  this  condition  attached  to 
it.  I  contend,  Mr.  Onairman,  that  the  citv  is  un- 
der obligation  to  Mr.  Jeffries  just  exactly  as  mui  h 
as  though  tne  obiigauoo  had  been  procured  by 
an  authorized  committee  of  the  City  Council 
with  a  noci.meut  drawn  by  the  Citv  Solici'or 
and  signeu  in  the  presence  ot  eveiy  mem- 
ber of  this  Board.  I  don't  believe  the  city 
can  afford  to  treat  citizens  i  a  any  other  manner 
than  is  tair  aud  just.  Whs  her  Mr.  Jeffries  !>as  a 
legal  claiai  or  not,  I  think  he  has  an  equitable 
claim  ;  and  instead  of  the  report  beiag  accepted  it 
should  be  leferred  oack  to  the  committee.  I  think 
the  chsirman  of  the  committee  is  a  little  in  douot 
whether  the  report  is  the  correct  one  to  be  made, 
and  I  trust  it  will  be  referred  back. 

Aldt  i mail  Stebbios—  The  Alderman  s.ysthatif 
the  bo oo  was  not  procured  by  the  sanction  of  the 
City  Council  it  was  by  the  next  highest  authority. 
In  justice  co  the  Mayor,  I  desire  to  state  that  an 
into  mal  meeting  was  held  in  the  Major's  office 
curing  the  progress  of  this  investjg  .tion,  at 
which  the  City  Engineer,  Mr.  Palmei  of  the 
Board  of  Assessors,  and  one  or  two  other 
gentleo.  en  interested  in  the  removal  of  cos  tracks 
wer^  preseut.  The  question  was  discussed  as  to 
what  would  be  trie  bast  u'etbod  of  oresentiug  the 
matter  to  tha  RaMway  Commissioners,  and  the 
procuring  of  these  bonds  was  suggested.  The 
Mayor  did  i  ot  request  M> .  Palmer  to  procure 
these  bonds.  The  suggestion  was  made  by  anoth- 
er gentleman,  that  as  Mr.  Palmer,  who  resided 
rear  there,  was  entirely  familiar  with  the  proo- 
erty,  he  «oulri  be  the  prope'  person,  if  he  could 
be  spaied  from  the  Assessor's  office.  That  was 
concurred  in  ;  I  ascertained  that  tie  business  of 
the  As  essor's  office  would  permit  of  Mr.  Palmer's 
absence  tor  ten  oays  or  two  weeks.  No  ooe  sup- 
posed the  city  waf  to  be  committed  to  anything. 
We  were  simply  acting  as  agents  to  ascei  tain  what 
the  change  would  co  t,  and  the  or  ly  vav  to  do  that 
properly  was  to  secure  from  the  parties  owning 
the  land  a  bond  to  convey  it  to  whoever  would  be 
the  agent  to  make  tne  change.  The  printed  form 
was  carefully  prepared,  so  that  in  case  tb>  city 
was  not  the  ageot,  whoever  might  be  designated 
by  tie  Legislature  could  take  these  bonds  and  use 
them.  In  the  case  of  Mr.  Jeffries,  the  bond  was 
made  directly  to  the  city  of  Boston;  and  I  doubt 
if  that  bona  coula  be  used  if  anj  other  person 
were  designated  to  make  the  change.  Iwps  veiv 
much  surprised  recently  when  I  found  that  the 
bond  of  Mr.  Jeffries  differed  in  any  particular 
from  that  prepared  by  the  City  Solicitor. 

Alder ao mi  Clark — I  have  had  a  conversation 
with  Mr.  Palmer,  *nd  be  gives  me  to  understand 
taat  h3  has  no  dou'ot  that  that  w^s  the  condi- 
tion upon  which  Mr.  Jeffries  gave  the  bond 
to  the  city.  It  was  different  in  term  Irom  the 
printed  one,  and  Mr.  Palmer,  or  anybody  else, 
ought  to  have  known  that  it  was  not  ptecisely  the 
same  as  the  printed  one.  Mr.  Jeffrtes  did  not 
wishtogive  the  bond  in  the  printed  form.    He 


thought  that  if  Be  was  going  to  tie  up  his  prop- 
erty for  twelve  months,  the  city  must  pay  the 
taxes  foi  1875,  whether  tha  land  was  bought  by 
the  city  or  not.  Mr.  Palmer  informs  me  that  that 
was  the  understanding  and  the  condition;  and 
that  be  knew  of  tha*  fact  when  he  took  the  bond. 
It  was  upon  those  terms  that  Mr.  Jeffries  gave  the 
citv  the  tight  to  take  this  land. 

Alderman  Harris--I  wouin.  like  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman this  question:  Provided  there  was  a 
clause  in  that  bona  for  the  city  to  pay  Mr.  Jeffries 
—when  there  was  co  authority  from  th-  City 
Council — would  any  committee  be  justified  in 
recommending  that  to  be  cairt  ? 

Alderman  Clark— That  baa  nothing  to  do  with 
the  case.  You  might  just  as  well  suppose  a  con- 
dition for  the  payment  of  half  a  million  dollars. 

Alderman  Hatris— The  principle  is  the  same. 
This  involves  the  expenditure  of  $2000.  I  merely 
made  it  $10,000.  It  we  report  an  order  at  all,  it 
will  involve  an  expenditure  of  $2000. 

Alderman  Clark— Mr.  Jeffries  was  the  owner  of 
a  large  piece  of  lano,  and  he  was  letting  it  he*  idle 
so  that  1  he  city  of  Boston  might  take  it  at  any 
time  during  the  year  1875 — the  co  edition  of  Thich 
was  that  tne  citv  should  pay  tee  taxes  upon  it 
whether  it  tcok  the  land  ot  not.  With  chat  condi- 
tion the  city  accepied  the  bond  through  its  author- 
ized agent,  Mr.  Palmer.  I  aovetbat  the  report 
be  recommitted  to  the  committee. 

Alderman  Harris — Whil°  I  oo  not  shirk  any 
duty  which  the  Board  may  olace  upon  me,  never- 
theless I  think  this  matter  has  been  fully  dis- 
cussed id  commit! ee.  We  gave  it  a  very  patient 
hearing,  as  the  minutes  of  the  C'erk  win  testify; 
and  we  had  no  alternative  but  to  make  this  re- 
port, which  I  ruHy  indorse.  Therefore,  I  fear  it 
would  aiuounr  to  nothing  but  delay  if  it  is  recom- 
mitted. I  don'  i  think  the  com  mittee  could  learn 
anything  more  than  they  now  know.  The  bond 
bears  the  sign atune  or  approval  of  nobody.  It  is 
simply  witnessed  by  Mr. "Palmer,  aud  no  one  was 
authorized  to  accept  it,  so  far  as  any  tacts  were 
elicited  before  the  committee.  I  hope  the  report 
will  be  accepted. 

Aldetman  Ciark— Di^t  the  Al  erman  from  Ward 
8  consider  that  he  had  a  bond  from  Mr.  Jeffries 
for  that  land,  or  that  he  had  not? 

Alderman  StebDins — It  ^as  uiderstood  that  we 
had  a  bonj  not  only  from  Mr.  Jeffries,  but  from 
nesriy  everv  one  of  the  owners  of  lana  to  be  taken 
in  the  proposed  change.  1  had  suoposed  that 
tbey  were  all  m  the  foim  of  tie  printed  blanks, 
and  t"  be  traosfbr.ed  to  any  agetit  who  might  be 
appointed  by  the  Railway  Commissioners  or  the 
Legislature.  I  did  not  suppose  the  bod  was 
written  as  it  was. 

Alderman  Burrage— If  the  coromi  tee  are  indis- 
posed to  have  this  matter  recommitted,  it  seems 
to  me  it  would  be  better  to  have  it  laid  on  the 
table.  Let  us  have  Mr.  Palmer  before  us  to  testi- 
fy in  the  mattet,  and  let  members  look  into  the 
case. 

Alderman  Stebbms— I  don't  think  there  is  any 
objection  to  that.  The  land  has  been  vacant  for 
years,  and  I  don't  think  there  7?ill  be  a  hoa.a  fide 
purchaser  for  it  for  5  ears  to  come. 

The  report  and  order  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Alderman  Clark  in  the  chair. 

COMMUNICATIONS  FHOM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Clerk  of  Committees.  Communication  notify- 
ing the  Cit\  Council  of  the  appointment  of  Wil- 
liam W.  Clapp  as  Assistant  Clerk  of  Committees. 
Confirmed  and  sent  down. 

Board  of  Fire  Commissioners.  Request  for 
leave  to  run  a  fire-alarm  wire  through  ceitain 
stieets  in  Charlestown  for  a  circuit  toEastBoston. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Paving. 

Also,  request  that  leave  be  obtained  to  run  a 
wne  through  certain  streets  in  Chelsea  fot  the 
same  purpose. 

Alderman  Quincy— This  matter  has  received  the 
attenuonof  the  Committee  on  Fite  Depaitment, 
and  to  save  time  I  offec  the  following: 

Ordered,  Tnat  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed, iu  befall  of  the  City  Council,  to  make  applica- 
tion to  the  Mavor  ana  Aldermen  of  the  city  of 
Chelsea  for  permission  to  set  telegra oh  posts  in 
the  following  stree  s  of  that  city  for  the  convey- 
ance of  telegraph  wires  to  East  Boston,  viz.: 
Broadway,  Medford  street,  Pembroke  street, 
Winnisitumet  stieet,Peail  street  and  upon  Chelsea 
Bridge  and  Meridian-street  Bridge  in  Chelsea. 

Read  twice  ad  passed.    Sent  down. 

Cochituate  Water  Board.  Communication 
representing  that  the  present  time  is  considered 
the  most  favorable  for  contracting  for  pipes,  and 
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requesting  that,  in  order  that  the  Water  Depart- 
ment m?y  have  a  supplv  oo  band  early  in  the 
spring:  to  commence  operations  with,  they  may 
have  am  bonty  to  contract  at  once  for  water  oir/es 
to  th»  amount  of  $150,000,  $100,000  of  which  to 
be  for  the  Brighton  and  West  Roxbary  districts, 
and  itie  ba'anre  for  the  Boston,  Roxbury  and 
Dorchester  districts.  Refer iea  to  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Water.    Sent  down. 

BOND  APPROVED. 

The  bond  of  George  M.  Felcc,  constable,  beiug 
preseoted  duly  certified,  was  approved. 

ORDER  OF  NOTICE  ON  PETITION. 

A  petition  was  received  fcom  William  Elder  for 
leave  to  maintain  ;i  d  us  a  si  tarn  engiue  and 
boiler  at  52  Laverett  street,  and  an  order  <>t  notice 
wks  passed  for  a  bearing  thereon  to  aD  pa  ties  ob- 
jecting, on  Monday,  Dec.  20,  flt  4  o'clock  P.  M. 

JAIL  EXPENSES. 

A  requisition  was  received  from  the  sheriff  of 
Suffolk  County  fo>  $1786.11,  being  the  expenses  of 
the  jail  for  .Govern  oer.    Ordeied  paid. 

WORK   OF  THE  LICENSE  COMMISSIONERS. 

The  following  (City  Doc  No.  118)  was  leceived: 

To  the  Honorable  Mayor  and  City  Couacil  of 
Boston— Six  months  having  eiapsed  biijce  ihe  es- 
tablishment of  a  Board  of  License  Commissioners 
lor  toe  citv  of  Boston,  under  the  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  1875  krowo  as  -he  license  lav,  the  com- 
missioners deem  it  poper,  inasmuch  as  the*  have 
acied  n  :  jmpa  by  and  con  junction  with  the  exec- 
utive of  the  city,  to  submii  a  tepoit  of  their  pro- 
ceedings and  of  the  results  wbicn  have  been  at- 
tained. Toe  office  of  'he  c  mmissioners  was 
opened  for  busiof-is  oo  the  17th  day  of  May  last. 
The  number  of  applications  f.r  licenses  duiing 
the  first  mo.th  thereafter  was  1674,  and  during 
the  followi  g  month  1270,  when  they  began  mate- 
lially  to  decrease. 

The  investigation  of  places  for  which  licenses 
were  asked  »as  made  bv  a  fo  ce  of  fifteen  men, 
0etaile>  from  the  different  police  stations  of  ihe 
city,  under  the  charge  and  oir-ction  of  the  Super- 
intendent of  Licenses.  Tbis  force  was  discharged 
on  t  e  1st  ray  of  August,  and  the  License  Com- 
missioners then  appointed  fifteen  "fficers  of  their 
own  selec  10  ,  who  have  since  made  all  investiga- 
tions an    lep  it-. 

By  agreement  with  the  city  authouties,  the  city 
police  force  has 'pecial  surveillance  of  all  places 
wflere  liquo'S  are  S"lo  without  a  license,  arid  the 
force  appointed  by  the  commissioners  has  charge 
o  ly  of  su  :h  places  a*  have  been  licensed,  both 
force-,  however,  to  a  certain  extent,  act  in  con- 
cert and  aid  each  other. 

To  Nov.  1, 1875,  the  wbole  number  of  applica- 
tionn  fo   licenses  was  3403. 

The  number  of  license- issued  and  in  force  at 
that  date  was  as  follows.  For  the  ssle  of  liquors 
to  be  drank  on  the  premises — 

Iunholder,  first  class,  all  kinds  of  liquors 165 

"         second  class,  light  wines,  malt  liquors 

and  cider 4 

Victuallers,  first  class,  all  kinds  of  liquors 550 

•     "         second  class,  light  wines,  malt  liquors 

and  cider 90 

"       third  class,  malt  liquors  and  cider 150 

959 

Foi  the  sale  of  liquors  net  to  be  drunk  on  the 
premises — 

Distillers,  fourth  class 3 

Dealers,  "         all  kinds  of  liquors 2*u 

Grocers,  "  "  "  233 

Druggists,  "  "  "  109 

Brewers,  fifth  class.. ..    11 

Dealers,  "        light   wines,  malt  liquors 

and  cider .- 230 

Grocers,  fifth  class,  milt  liquors  and  cider 102 

938 

Number  of  licenses  in  force  Nov.  1, 1875 1,897 

Number  of  licenses  declared  forfeited  to  Nov. 

1, 1875.  and  no  longer  in  force 79 

Number  of  licenses  granted,  but  cancelled,  be- 
cause not  called  for 301 

Number  o t  applications  rejected 1,126 

Whole  number  of  applications  as  above 3,403 

Healings  upon  complaints  maie  for  the  viola- 
tion of  licenses  were  commen  ed  on  the  lOto  day 
of  August,  and  to  the  l*t  day  cf  Nocembe'  follow- 
ing 183  such  hearings  have  taKen  place,  and  79 
licences  havs  been  declared  forfeited,  a?  stated 
above. 

Haviog  given  the  above  statement  of  the  work 
of  the  office,  it  may  be  expected  that  the  Commis- 
sioners stoo'd  say  s  me  thing  in  a  general  way  of 
the  license  law  itself,  and  of  tbe  results  obtained 


under  it.  It  was  obvioas,  at  the  very  outset,  that 
th^  law  would  have  to  contend  against  the  preju- 
dice ard  demoralization  growing  out  of  the  long 
unrestricted  traffic  m  intoxicating  liquors.  The 
Commissioners  therefore  mclineu  to  a  fairly  lib- 
eral construction  of  its  provisions,  believing  tbis 
to  bs  the  best  policy  and  th?  course  most  likely  to 
bung  the  dealers  into  svtnpathv  with  a  license 
statute.  Toe  present  year  has  been  one  of  alrost 
UDprecedeoted  stagnation  and  depression  io  busi- 
ness, and  huodrecls  have  undoubtedly,  for  this 
reason,  and  from  a  belief  iu  the  large  profits  of 
tbf>  liquor  traffic,  been  induced  to  engage  m  it, 
mostly  iu  a  small  way,  and  with  the  avowed  in- 
tention ot  carrying  on  the  business  of  victuallers, 
as  required  by  law. 

The  foregoing  ctatfemstit  show;,  in  detail  tbe 
nuir.ber  a"d  various  kinds  of  licenses  grante  i  ; 
and  it  is  submitted  to  the  judgment  of  the  public 
whether  tbe  number  is  disproportionate  to  the 
population  and  the  requirements  or  convenience 
of  the  people.  It;  mu<t  be  admitted  that,  as  a 
class,  tbe  sellers  or  liquor  are  not  living  up  to  the 
conditions  of  their  liceuses,  and  for  two  months 
past  the  Commissioners  have  been.almost  entirely 
occupied  in  the  investigation  of  complaints  maae 
by  their  officers  for  violations  of  the  same,  at- 
tending daily  hearings  of  cases,  and  decreeing 
forfeitures,  when,  10  their  judgment,  the  facts 
warranted  toat  ceiirse.  l'no  Chiet  of  Police,  un- 
der tbe  direction  of  tbe  Mayor,  and  srita  an  effi- 
ciett  force,  has  been  actively  employed  sine*  the 
fiist  of  July  in  detecting  and  bringing  into  court 
all  peisons  selling  witnout  a  license,  the  numoer 
complained  of  jincs  that  date  being,  as  reported 
by  the  Chief,  903,  classified  as  follows: 

Licensed  Unlicensed 

Dealers.       Dealers.  Total. 

July : 53  <       403  456 

August 45                  123  168 

September 19                  90  109 

October 21                 149  170 

Totals 138  765  903 

Most  of  the  cas-s  he'd  in  the  Municipal  courts 
have  been  appealed  to  thb  Superior,  and  thence, 
on  points  of  law  ij  almost  eadless  variety,  to  the 
Supreme  Junicial  Court,  where  no  decision  has 
y-t  been  r°aebei.  In  the  lower  courts  the  penalty 
ha«  generally  been  $100  and  costs  for  etch  offence 
— truly  a  light  penalty  for  oft  repeateo  violations 
of  the  law.  Many  ot  the  casss,  ootb  in  the  lower 
End  higher  courts  have  failed  for  waDt  of  actual 
nroof,  which  is  ofien  very  difficult  to  produce, 
unless  corroborating  circumstantial  evidence  oe 
allowed. 

The  license  law  itself  is  exceedingly  indefinite, 
if  not  contradictory,  in  some  of  its  piovislons, 
and  i  be  Commissioners  have  b,en  much  perplexed 
in  endeavoring  to  give  a  fail  interpretation  of  its 
conditions, — some  of  which  are  regarded  by  a 
large  and  respectable  class  of  dealer  *  as  unjust, 
ana  calculated  to  provoke  ho-tiiitf  to  a  license 
law  of  any  kaid.  Tne  Commission  ■  is  do  not  oesi- 
tate  to  say  that,  in  tbeli  jiidgmsnt,  the  law  should 
be  changed  in  many  respects;  and  fieir  observa- 
tions leads  th'-.m  to  believe  that  those  changes 
would  *■  cure  for  it  such  a  degree  of  favor  ano  re- 
spect, with  dealers  and  with  tbs  uubli^,  as  to  lead 
eventually  to  a  satisfactory  result.  Many  of  the 
provisions  of  .he  present  law  are  salutary,  and, 
wb*n  wioely  kuown  andundersto'd,  will  undoubt- 
edly be  availed  of,  *s  a  ptotection  to  their  §busi- 
ness,  by  the  parties  most  deeply  interested. 

The  law  is  yet  in  its  infancy,  and  it  vas  to  be 
expecteo  that  it  would  oieet  strong  opposition 
from  those  »bo  find  their  private  interests  more 
or  less  affected  by  it.  We  are  satisfied,  however, 
that,  unler  its  operatioo,  something  has  been 
gained  ;— there  is  a  law  recognized,  and  to  some 
reasonable  extent  enforced,  —  *  law  which,  witn- 
out doubt,  has  i  a  its  general  principles  the  sym- 
pathy and  support  of  a  large  and  respectable 
class  of  the  dealers  in  liquor,  as  well  as  of  the 
commuoity  in  general.  There  is,  likewise,  an  ac- 
knowledged decrease  in  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquors;  tor  it  is  undenia'ole  tbat  the  vigilant  in- 
spection maintained  by  the  police  lus  materially 
reouced  tbe  quantity  solo,  and  that  many  persons 
have  in  consequence  been  compelled  to  abandon 
the  business.  The  percentage*  may  perhaos  be 
lelativel.y  small,  but  it  is  a  srep  forward  and  in 
the  right  direction.  An  investigate  ■  and  report 
from  the  Chief  of  Police  shows  that  the  number  of 
places  where  liquor  -was  sold  was  3090  in  December, 
1874,  against  2483  on  the  17tt>  of  September,  1875. 

The  Commissioners,  fully  sensible  of  the  eyfls  of 
iotemperance,  and  believing  it  to  be  a  high  and 
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sacred  obligation  of  society  to  protect  itself 
against  tae^e  evit?,enteieci  upon  their  oucies  with 
a  sincere  desite  ano  a  firm  d>  termma  ion  to  dis- 
charge them,  so  far  as  they  -  ere  able  to  interpiet 
the  law,  justly  and  impartialy:  and  thev  have 
tne  an- taction  of  knowing  that  if  thev  have  dis- 
charged these  duties  imperfectly,  thev  have  at 
lea'tact^a  without  fear  or  favor.  T bey  are  tee-; 
lievers  in  a  license  law  w  'ich  shall  be  fairly  liber- 
al m  ks  co1.  dtions,  and  at  the  same  time  very 
stringent  in"  the  penalties  tor  its  violatioo  ;  they 
believe,  moreover,  that  the  d°alei.s  iu  liqaor  will 
sustain  sucn  a  law;  that  it  cai,  be  enforced,  and 
tLat,  under  it,  all  the  a  od  results  can  be  secured 
which  it  is  possible  to  attain  fur  th*>  cause  of  tem- 
perance fioin  any  legal  enactments. 

William  H.  Kent. 

Henry  W.  Pickering. 

Joseph  A.  Laforme.' 
Lice  se  Commissioners. 
Boston,  Nov.  20,1875. 

Al  erman  Stebbins— I  have  read  the  report 
somewhat  carefully,  and  several  impoitant  sug- 
gestions ate  made,  and  if  it  is  desiraole  to  have 
the  Mayor  petition  the  Legislature  for  some  mod- 
ification oi  change  ra  the  law,  perhaps  it  should 
be  leterrnd  to  some  committee.  I  move  thar.  it 
be  refe  red  to  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Mat- 
ters. 

The  motion  prevailed.    Sentdovo. 

HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

Transfers  in  Appropriation.  Report  from  Joint 
Committee  on  Healta,  en  request  of  Boa'd  of 
Health,  recommeotting  the  passage  ot  the  follow- 
ing: 

O  dered,  Tim  the  several  aaoounts  as  herein 
mentioned  be  ant  fkie  same  arc  herebv  transferred 
from  appinpaaiion  of  Board  of  elealth  as  enum- 
erated :  From  Buiial  Grounds  to  Evergre-n  Cem- 
et>-r->.  $1000;  from  New  Urinals  to  Public  Urinals, 
$1000;  from  Abatement  of  Nuisances  to  Pnnting, 
$1000— $3000. 

Read  twice  and  passed— yeas  Jl,  nays  0.  Seot 
do  » n. 

Stables.  Reporis  from  the  Committee  on  Has lth 
on  the  part  of  the  r?oard  in  favor  of  grafting  pe- 
titions for  leave  to  occupy  staoles  as  follows: 
Geoige  B.  Thayer,  Ashmont  street,  between  D  ir- 
cbestei  avenu0  and  Cairoll  street;  Mary  -.Smith, 
Brigoton  avenue;  H.  W.  Breed.  Cottage  street, 
Ward  16;  James  Darra/i,  Wa  hinj;ton  sue^c,  Waid 
19;  PatncK  J.  ttvan,  Br-o.-line  avenue,  *Vaid  6; 
Cor'  eiins  Cronin,  Paris  street,  Waid  1.  Seveiady 
accepted. 

Removal  of  House  Offal.  Report  fi..tn  Joint 
Committe  on  Heal  b  on  the  order  relating  to  the 
removal  of  hou^e  offal,  tnat  own  g  to  the  demand 
for  Louse  offal,  ani  the  ooin  mis  that  have  oeen 
expressed,  tbey  are  'ally  satisfied  that  many  and 
liberal  pro cosals  will  be  received  for  the  disposal 
of  the  same:  and  they  consider  the  sale  o±  off  al 
by  the  city  to  individuals  as  inexpedient,  and  rec- 
ommend tne  passage  of  the  ancampanying  order: 

Oroered,  Ttr<*t  the  Join:  Committee  on  Health 
be  and  they  are  hereby  a'.nbon&ed  to  contract 
with  i  esponsible  paries  for  thf  removal  beyond 
the  city's  limits  of  all  the  house  offal  collected 
withiu  this  city,  all  contracts  <o  ru>:  for  a  term  not 
exceeding  ihiee  yea  s  fiom.  the  1st  day  of  Janu- 
ary next. 

Alderunan  Burrage— W  hy  do  the  committee  con- 
sider it  inexpe  ienc  to  sell  to  the  oeoul°  desiring 
the  offal,  a-'  was  proposed  by  the  anendment 
adopted  in  the  other  branch,  and  in  whico  we 
concurred? 

Al  erman  Woithington— It  fame  before  tae 
committe*-  and  was  discu-sed  at  length.  There  is 
a  large  number  of  applications  for  the  pivcnase 
of  the  offal,  and  the  committee  are  persuaded 
tha  t  they  c  >n  get  as  much  fot  it  by  offering  it  i  u 
this  <«  ay  as  bv  retailing  it.  It  v-as  the  feeling  of 
the  commitiee  that  it  would  hardly  be  the  proper, 
dignified  thing  'or  the  city  to  go  into  the  business 
of  retailing  nouse  offal,  and  orobably  thev  can  g*r 
as  mucu  tb's  wav  as  by  that  Tney  icoow  its 
value,  and  the  order  nlaces  it  m  the  hands  of  the 
committee  to  get  the  most  i  bey  can  for  h.  If  no 
satisfactory  ouls  are  received,  thev  propore  to  re- 
tail it  out.  The  other  order  wou'd  no'  permit  any- 
tbi  g  but  the  retailing  of  it,  and  there°ore  we 
trought  it  better  to  come  bac*  and  get  thi  otder 
passed,  that  the  «  nole  matter  may  be  put  in  the 
bands  of  the  committee. 

Alderman  Potver — lam  still  of  the  opinion  that 
the   committee  can   realize    a    great   deal  more 


money  by  retadiag  it;  aid  I  don't  seewbyit 
would  be  more  lmprope:  to  oo  so  in  Boston  than 
it  is  in  Oba'lesto«n.  But  I  have  no  objection  to 
leaving  it  in  the  ha  ds  of  the  commiitee.  From 
what  the  Aldei  mac  has  said,  and  from  i  he  talk 
made  about  it  both  io  and  out  of  tors  Government, 
I  have  oo  doubt  the  committee  will  eodeavor  to 
do  tae  best  they  can,  either  by  contracting  it  all 
out  to  oce  party  oi  to  several.  r.Iy  opinion  is  that 
moie  money  can  be  obtained  by  letting  it  out  to 
diff-rent  tarties  in  small  contracts.  1  should  op- 
pose the  ordei,  except  tnat  I  have  confidence  that 
the  co  remittee  will  do  the  best  for  the  inteiests  of 
the  citv. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  doo't  know  that  any  pro- 
vision is  made  tor  advertising  for  proposals.  I 
hardly  desire  to  give  authoriiy  to  dispose  of  this 
matter  for  a  term  of  vears  without  any  competi- 
tion. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  would  call  attention  to 
the  fpet  that  one  of  our  best  evening  papers  has 
an  adverti-ement  init  nviting  proposals  to  be  re- 
ceived till  next  Monday.  lalfude  to  the  Traveller. 
It  seems  that  the  committee  have  advertised, 
without  ;.  aitii  g  for  a  voce. 

Alderman  "Wonhington — I  nave  no  doubt  the 
Alderman  knew  of  the  fact.  The  committee  ate 
determined  that  there  shall  be  no  concealment  in 
this  matter;  but  that  they  siil  get  the  highest 
price  for  it.  But  the  time  vas  short  between  now 
ani  the  i  unniQg  out  of  tne  c  >ntraci,  and  tb>  com- 
mittee felt  that  they  would  b»  authorized  to  ad- 
vertise for  proposals,  the  advertisement  was  put 
in  eve'y  paper  in  Boston,  an  i  wemteod  that  every 
man  who  reaos  a  daily  papei  between  this  aod  the 
5th  of  December  sbail  have  the  privilege  ot  bid- 
ding for  that  contract,  if  he  ctootes,  and  the 
chairman  ba<  put  the  advertisement  in  the  Trav- 
eller end  iu  every  other  paper. 

Aldetman  Harris— How  is  it  possible  for  the 
committee  to  arrive  at  the  value  of  tne  house 
offal?  For  one,  I  hoped  ihe  o-dei  to  retail  it 
would  be  adhered  to.  I  should  like  to  have  the 
experiment  tried  for  a  year  at  least,  to  know  how 
much  the  city  has  lost  by  the  connact  now  io 
force,  itw  ul'.l  be  a  curiosity  to  know  how  fool- 
ishly some  portions  of  tne  city's  busin-ss  have  been 
tid'  sacted.  I  fail  to  see  hot;  the  conmirtee  can 
arriv-  at  what  it  is  worth,  even  if  thev  are  offered 
$30,000  for  it. 

Alderman  Worthington— Th-i  committee  think 
thev  cto  arrive  at  wha;  it  is  worth,  from  tLe  par- 
ties whj  have  been  before  them,  and  from  the 
qua  tity  sold  day  by  day,  altbounh  the  contractor 
denies  that  so  much  has  been  sold  as  the  commit- 
tee think."  Tbecommitr.ee  differ  somewhat  from 
the  Superintendent  of  Heal'h  and  also  from  Mr. 
Rowe.  Still,  unless  tte  bids  come  u  p  very  r  early 
to  what  toe  couiirirtee  think  it  ia  worth,  they  will 
iccommerd  t^at  it  be  sold  by  the  city.  I  have  no 
doubt  we  saall  get  as  muco  by  contract  as  by  re- 
tailing it  It  win  be  lemembered  that  the  p  ice 
of  house  offal!  rises  ana  falls  with  port  aod  other 
things. 

Alderman  Harris— How  much  ? 

Alderman  Worthington — F  om  $4  io  $8  a  cord. 
It  has  b»en  sold  as  high  as  $8  The  committee 
have  made  up  ihei  minds  tnat  $4  a  coid  will 
realize  about  $20,000  a  yeai. 

A.ldeimao  Prescott — I  am  glad  thechiitmin  has 
taken  the  prooer  steps  to  advetise;  but  it  will  be 
no  harm  to  insert  't  m  the  order.  Suppose  they 
do  not  receive  proposals  at  woich  they  me  willing 
to  award  this  contrac,  thev  have  full  power  to 
awara  tne  contract  without  advei  rising.  Its  ems 
vfciy  pioper  to  amend  tne  crder. 

Alderman  Woithington— I  move  ro  amend  by 
inserung  "after  public  advertisement"  alter  the 
woid  "contract,"  as  the  Ale  erman  n  ishes. 

The  amendment  >*>.  s  adopted,  and  the  oner  as 
amended  re?.d  twice  ?,nd  pa&sed.    Ser.tdown. 

PARK  SQUARE. 

Alderman  Worrbington  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  lot  of  land  owned  bv  the  city, 
situated  at  the  junction  of  Park  square  aod  Co- 
lumbus avenue,  and  which  was  set  apart  and  ded- 
icated as  a  public  ground,  io  be  kept  open  for 
that  puioose  or  as  a  part  of  the  public  highway, 
be  placed  m  the  charge  of  the  Committee  on 
Common  and  Squares. 

Alderma"  Worthington— It  will  be  remembered 
that  when  this  mattai  first  came,  up  Alderman 
Stebbins  moved  that  it  be  made  a  part  of  the  pub- 
lic gcounds.  Nothing  has  been  done  with  the  lot, 
and  it  has  remained  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Committee  on  Streets.  Tbe  abutters  think  some 
attentiop  should  be  paid  to  it,  as  it  is  becoming  a 
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nuisance,     rherefore  I  put  10  that  order  that  the 
Committee  on  Common  may  have  charge  of  it. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed.  Sent 
down. 

BOSTON  AT  THE  CENTENNIAL. 

Alderman  Bigeiow  submitted  me  following: 

The  Joint  Special  Committee  to  wbom  was  re- 
ferre  i  the  message  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  uans- 
mitting  a  circular  f'on  the  Massachusetts  Com- 
mission to  the  Centeauial  Exhibition  at  Phil- 
adelphia, asking  toe  City  Governineat  to  furnish 
certnio  maps,  pictures,  statistics  and  Histor- 
ical information  ilia  trative  of  the  past 
and  prcseut  conoitio  >  of  Bostoa,  having  care- 
fully cousioered  the  subject,  beg  leave 
to  submit  the  following  report:  It  is  the  de- 
sire of  the  Commissioner'  that  toe  city 
should  contribute  to  the  Centennial  Exhibi- 
tion, a  series  of  portfolios  containing  ex- 
hibits lllasti  a.tive  of  i  he  interests,  progress  aod 
present  conauion  or  the  ciiy,  to  accompany  simi- 
lar representations  of  the  cities  aid  towns  of  Mas- 
sachusetts. These  exhibits  are  to  consist  of  de- 
scriptions of  th*  city,  its  system  of  government, 
public  am?  private  ii  stitutims.  illustrated  by 
maos,  plans  views  of  important  buiioings  aod 
public  worko,  and  givi  •  gin  a  coinpreb  nsive  man  - 
ner  a  laige  amount  of  useful  historical  aud  St.  tis- 
tical  information.  Toese  exhibits  wi'l  b°  of  per 
manent  value,  as  at  the  close  of  the  exhibition 
thy  are  to  be  return -.a  to  the  city',  'o  be  r  laced  in 
the  Public  Library  for  future  lefersnce.  In  tne 
opinion  of  the  committee  tLe  object  is  one 
which  merits  the  approval  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil, and,  as  the  work  of  prepaiing  the  exnioits 
should  oa  commenced  at  rn  eaily  day,  they  ould 
respectfully  n commend  the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing order: 

Oraeied,  That  the  joint  special  committee  to 
whom  was  lefetred  the  message  of  his  Hoi  or  the 
Mayor  relrtiig  to  a  circular  from  the  Massachu- 
setts Commissioo  to  tbe  Centennial  Exhibition, 
be  authorized  to  pr-par-  ard  tran-mir  to  the  said 
commission  the  exmbits  asked  lor  in  the  said  cir- 
cular, at  an  expense  rot  exceeding  $5000;  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropnatio  i  for  Incidentals. 

Alderman  Bigeiow  moved  that  the  tder  take 
its  second  rear.ing. 

Alderman  Wortoington— I  should  like  some  ex- 
planation wh  we  -houlc  spend  this  $5000.  I  have 
some  misgivings  in  regard  to  appropriating  this 
noonpy.  There  is  to  bt  ■-,  celebration  in  Philadel- 
phia next  year,  and  toe  citizers  are  calling  upon 
other  cities  to  eonif-  in  and  help  them  make  up  an 
exhibition.  We  shall  have  sufficient  calis  to  spend 
money  without  getting  up  things  of  this  kiod.  If 
I  understand  it,  ths  exhibition  is  of  the  same 
cha-acter  as  these  that  have  occtiired  on  the 
other  side  of  the  water — a  display  of  improve- 
ments in  the  machinery  and  manufactures  of  this 
country  in  comparison  with  those  of  other  coun- 
tries. I  fail  to  see  why  we  should  put  in  statistics 
and  cictuies  ot  this  kind,  or  how  they  will  be  of 
any  benefit,  except  as  curiosities,  to  help  make  up 
the  variety  ai  the  exhibition.  We  must  oear  m 
mind  thai  there  is  not  only  to  be  a  celebration  in 
Philadelphia,  but  there  will  be  a  centennial  in 
Boston,  aud  we  shall  have  as  much  reason 
as  any  othet  city  to  have  a  grand  celebration  here. 
We  shall  have  to  spend  a  largsr  amount  of  money 
heie  than  ever  befoie.  Have  Aloemeo  any  ooubt 
of  chat?  Our  taxes  are  sufficient  now,  aid  we 
should  spend  no  more  money  than  is  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  well-bting  of  the  peoile  of  Bos- 
ton. We  should  hesitate  before  we  appropriate 
$5000  f^r  a  purpo.  e  of  this  kicd,  for  it  seems  to  me 
it  will  Lot  pay. 

Aldcman  Bigeiow— I  hardls  feno*  what  to  say 
m  auiiiioo  to  what  is  stated  m  tbe  report.  This 
matt-  r  was  brought  before  the  Boani  at  the  last 
meeting,  by  a  communication  from  the  Mayor, 
ano  referred  to  a  special  committee,  of  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  be  chairman.  We  had  a  con- 
sul ation  with  a  gentleman,  who  desuert  me  not 
to  mention  his  name,  who  is  abundantly  capable 
of  compiling  a  docun  eut  that  will  be  of  vast  value 
to  the  city  as  a  book  of  reference,  and  o"  that 
account  we  thought  it  advisable  to  ask  for  the  ap- 
propriation. The  probability  is  the  cost  will  not 
exceeo  $3500,  as  we  made  a  close  calculation;  but 
in  orde  to  leave  a  margin  for  incidentals,  the 
committee  thought  proper  to  ask  for  $5000.  If  the 
Alderman  desires  tim *  to  look  into  the  matter,  I 
withdraw  the  motion  for  a  second  reading. 

The  order  went  over. 

LAND  DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Harris,  from  the  Committee  on 
Streets  on  tne  part, 0t  the  Board,  submitted  an  or- 


der to  pay  Duncan  R.  MorTell  $70.80  for  land  taken 
and  all  carnages  occasioned  by  the  widening  of 
Baxtei  street.    Read  twice  ana  passed. 

ASSESSORS'  DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Assessors'  Department: 

Otoered,  That  toe 'h'ty  treasurer  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  directed  to  refund  to  the  trustees  of  the 
Chapel  of  tbe  Good  Shepherd  ihe  taxes  assess-ea 
upoo  them  in  1871  and  1872,  together  with  the  ac- 
ctued  interest  oa  the  same  and  the  costs  of  court, 
amounting  in  all  to  the  sum  of  $254.57,  saidsuco  to 
be  charged  io  the  receipts  for  taxes. 

Reao  rwice  and  Dassed.    Sent  down. 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  of  A. 
G.  Stimson,  for  remission  of  a  poition  of  tax  on 
estates  No.  45  Allen  street  and  73  Chambers  street; 
Augustus  Richardson,  that  certain  taxes  assessed 
in  1870  to  1872  be  reJundec  ;  Sr.  Joseph's  Home,  for 
abatemeotof  taxes  assessed  iu  1874  on  estate  41 
East  Brookline  street  (the  land  being  owned  on 
May  1  by  H.  Siiney  Everett);  severally  accepted. 
Sect  down. 

Report  on  petition  ot  N.  B.  Gibbs  et  al.,  for  re- 
missioi  of  tax  on  estate  of  Benjamin  Abbott,  for 
the  reason  that  it  had  been  d'stubU'ed  before  the 
first  of  May  last,  lecommenning  ihe  passage  of 
the  fo-lo*.  icg: 

Ordered.  That  the  tax  assessed  in  1875  upoo  Na- 
than B.  Gibbs  an.i  Benjamin  F.  Burgess  as  ex- 
ecutois  of  the  estate  of  Benjamin  Abbott,  de- 
ctaeed,  amouoti  a  to  $93.16,  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  remitted. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

SWING  SIGNS,  LANTERNS  AND  MORTARS. 

Alderman  BuTage  submitted  the  following 
from  tbe  Committee  on  Police: 

Report  in  favor  of  allowing  William  Bond  & 
Son  to  maintain  a  Cock  at  17  Congress  street. 

Report  lnfavor  of  allowing  lamp  to  be  main- 
tained in  front  ot  Sheiman  House,  provided  it  is 
secure,  etc. 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  permits  to  main- 
tain mortars  as  folio  vs:  George  D.  Ricker,  178 
Salem  street;  J.  Howes  Dyer,  Eliot  street;  Wil- 
liam F.  Nowell,  Merrimac  street. 

Reports  granting  i  ave  to  maintain  projecting 
signB:  H.  C.  Nims,  6  Mason  street;  Eli  Thayer,  384 
Hanover  street;  Willie  in  H.  Hudson,  5  lemcle 
place;  Jobnsoo  &  Means,  20  Marshall  street;  The- 
odore S.  Very,  22  Pitts  street. 

Repoi  ts  graotiug  leave  to  maintain  lanterns,  as 
follows: 

Draper  &  Hall,  91  Dedhauo.  street:  Geoige  A. 
Pollaid,  20  Harrison  avenue:  No" th  Euc  Mission, 
201  North  siieet;  W.  A.  Congdoo,  19  Howard 
street;  George  H.  Tebbe'ts,  86  Friend  street; 
James  A.  Jote ",  187  North  street;  John  Cullen, 
181  Noith  suest;  J.  Robinsoc,  Everett  House, 
corner  Washiogtoa  ano  Camd-n  s  leets;  Old  Col- 
ony Sunday  Sctiool.  68  Tvler  street. 

Allot  'he  above  are  giauted  on  conriitioj  that 
the  signs  are  seemed  satisfactory  to  the  Inspector 
of  Euildiogs. 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  of 
Lewis  Jones  &  Son  to  maintain  sign  at  50  La- 
grange stieet,  and  Richardson  &  Gerts,  343  Wash- 
ington street,  to  maintain  aovertising  awning. 

Severally  accepted. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigeiow  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  as  follows: 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted — Joseph  P.  Ta^  lor,  cor- 
ner Fifth  and  Seventh  street;  Howard  Builm- 
game,  a.rch  street;M.  O'Connell, corner  Hampden 
aod  Albany  stieets;  F.  M.  Dunham,[8  ano  10  Couit 
square. 

Junk  Dealer  Licensed— Eugene  McCarthy,  5 
Washington  square. 

Intelligence  Office  Lice,  sed—  Samuel  W.  Har- 
vsv,  57  Eliot,  street. 

Billiard  License  Granted — Eugene  McCarthy, 
587  Mam  ftreet. 

Dealer  io  Second- Hand  Aiticles  Granted— Dan- 
iel Wiioley,  5  Frothiugbara  avenue. 

Severally  accented. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  th*  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Order  lor  edgestones,  paved  gutters  and  brick 
sidewalks  on  Rogers  stieet,  between  Dorchester 
street  -.nd  Preble  street.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  fill  up  tbe  old  dock  under  Clinton 
street,  tear  Mercantile  street,  and  to  do  such 
grading  and  gravelling  on  said  street,  between 
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Mercantile  street  and  Atlantic  avenue,  as  mav  be 
deemed  necessary  to  make  the  ?ame  safe  for  pub- 
lic travel. 

Reac  twice  and  passed. 

Otder  establishing:  the  grade  of  DaJe  street, 
berweeu  Walnut  avenue  and  Warren  stieet.  ac- 
cording to  a  profile  oated  Nov.  10,  1875;  also,  the 
revved  giaaes  ot  Laurel  and  Sherman  screets,  as 
shown  on  plans  dated  Jan.  23,  1871.  Read  twice 
and  passed. 

Report  and  orcer  for  edgestones  io  fro  at  of  es- 
tate of  William  H.  Hickn  on  Stafford  street. 
Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Oidered,  Tbat  the  Board  establish  the  grade  of 
AHo'd  street,  from  Maiden  Bridge  (so  called)  to 
tbe  Almsnouse  estate,  as  shown  on  a  plan  and 

Erofilb  of  said  Alford  street  drawn  by  rhe  City 
urveyor,  dated  Nov.  15, 1875,  and  deposited  in  the 
office  of  said  City  Surveyor. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  ordtrio  grade  Ashland  stieet,  be- 
tween Florence  aad  Canterbury  streets,  West 
Roxbury ;  also  a  portion  of  Hyoe  Pam  avenue, 
near  Asblarid  street.  Estimated  cost,  $6000. 
Order  read  t*ice  and  passed. 

Oraer  for  brick  sidewalks  oa  the  southerly  side 
ot  Chelsea  street,  b-tw^en  Ptescott  and  Benning- 
ton strests.    Read  iwice  iuj  passed. 

Orier  tor  brick  sidewalks  on  the  northerly  side 
of  Princeton  streec,  between  Putnam  and  Eagle 
streets.    Read  twice  and  pas  ed. 

R-port  in  favor  ot  granting  a  permit  to  J>mes 
W.  Wason  to  move  a  wondpn  building  from  Baker 
street  to  Sprite  stieet,  Waidl7.    A-cepted. 

Scbeauies  of  the  coit  of  edgestones  to  brick 
sidewalks,  etc.,  in  sundty  streets,  with  oiders  for 
the  assessment  aad  collection  of  the  ->ame.  Or- 
ders read  twice  and  passed. 

MARKET. 

Alderman  Prescott  subrnicted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Market,  in  favor  of  approval  of 
transfer  by  Geore:=.  Viles  ot  o^e-half  of  his  in- 
terest in  stall  20,  aod  cellar  7,  New  Fatieuil  Hall 
Market  to  Sandeis  &  Hartweli.    A?cepted. 

TRANSFERS  IS  PUBLIC-BUILDING  APPROPRIATION. 

Alderman  Prescott  offered  tbe  following- : 
Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  is  hereby  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  item, 
tor  "painting  aod  glazing,"  in  appmpiiation  for 
Public  Buildings,  the  sum  of  $2000  to  toe  Hsm  for 
"new  heating  apparatus  and  rspairs  of  ol   ." 

Read  twice  and  passed— yeas  11,  nays  0.  Sent 
down. 

NORTHAMPTON-STUEET  DISTRICT. 

Alderman  Stebbins  sub  Litted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Special  Comraitt-e  ou  tbe  Northamptou- 
strset  District,  that  no  further  action  is  neces^aiy 
on  the  petition  of  Charle-  Francis  toi  compensa- 
tion for  damages  to  his  estate  at  tbe  comet  of 
Webber  md  Fellows  streets,  the  committee,  under 
the  order  of  the  City  Council,  bavins  abater!  the 
assessment  made  upon  said  property  for  filling 
and  raising  builcM ■  gs.    Accepted.    Sent  down. 

BILLS  ALLOWED. 

A'derman  Srebbios  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  that  the  expenses  i- curred  by  the 
joint  ^special  committee  appointed  to  att6od  the 
iunaral  ceremonies  of  the  late  Hon.  Henry  Wil- 
son, Yia  President  of  the  United  Scares,  oe 
allowed  and  paid  from  th-  appropriation  for  Inci- 
dental Expenses." 

Reaa  twice  and  pa?sed— yeas  11,  navs  0.  Sent 
down. 

Ordeed,  That  the  bills  of  George  Curtis,  for 
materials  furnished  the  Pavn  a-  Department, 
amou"ring  to  $385  71,  the  Water  Works  $7.25,  aad 
the  City  Hospital  $6.83;  of  P.  A.  Wlikios,  agent, 
materials  furnisheo  the  Lamp  Department,  $131.69; 
ot  F.  W.  Lincoln,  Jr.,  &  Co.,  materials  furni.hed 
the  Fire  DepartmeDt  to  $3  50,  be  allowed  for  pay- 
ment by  the  Auditor  of  Accounts. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

BROADWAY  BRIDGE. 

Aloerman  Power,  from  the  CoCLmittee  on 
Bridges,  offered  the  fo'lowing: 

Ordered,  Tha"  the  roadway  of  Broadway  Bridge 
be  closed  to  public  travel  on  Wednesday,  Dec.  1, 
1875,  ai.d  remaiu  closed  uutil  the  repairing  of  said 
bri  ge  is  comulet*  d. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

In  reply  to  a  question  by  Alderman  Worthittr- 
ton,  Alderman  Po*er  nated  that  only  a  portion 
ol  tbe  roadvvay  is  to  be  paved— from  the  Albany- 
street  enu  to  the  draw— ana  i.othikg  but  wooa 
could  be  used. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 


DIVISION  OF  WARDS. 

Alderman  Quincy  offered  the  following: 
An    Ordinance 
In  i  elation  to  Breed's  Island,  so  called. 

Beit  ordained,  etc. 

Secion  1.  That  part  of  cSe  ci'y  commonly 
called  Breed's  Island,  lying  northerly  ano  easter- 
ly of  that  portion  ot  the  citv  commonly  called 
East  Boston,  si  all  be  held  to  be  and  the  same 
heieby  is  included  within  the  limits  of  Wa«d  No. 
1,  as  described  in  ai  ordinance  providing  for  a 
new  division  of  the  citv  into  vards,  passed  the  16tb 
day  of  Noy  ember,  in  the  year  1875. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  shall  ask  that  this  ordi- 
nance take  its  sscono  reading  at  the  present  time 
instead  of  being  referred  to  a  ronmittde,  for  the 
following:  reasons:  It  is,  as  the  Board  will  see, 
merely  ar.  or  unance  of  construction,  to  avoid 
any  possible  ambiguity  that  may  atise;  arm  it  has 
received  fhe  sanction  of  the  City  Solicitor. 
I  have  delayed  presenting;  this  oidinance  u-ctil 
now, for  obvious  reasons,  lor  I  think  that  we  shall 
an  agree,  in  view  of  the  surprising  and  somewhat 
amusing  str  ngtb  and  persisency  of  th-;  feelings 
which  it  has  ex  ited,  (hat  a  possible  r-newal  in 
any  forui  of  tbU  h9:ted  "ward  controversy  is 
g-  eatly  to  be  deprecateo  ;  although  of  course  I  do 
notaomir.  the  possibility  that  in  any  ease  tbe 
rules  of  oarliamentarycouitesycr  of  good breeding 
could  be  even  for  a  moment  forgotten  upon  this 
floor. 

Tbe  ordinance  was  read  twice  and  passed.  Sent 
dowo. 

THE  TOKKTOWN  MEMORIAL. 

Alderman  Quincy  submitted  the  following:: 

Thsjoict  special  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
feri  jd  a  communication  from  his  honor  tbe  Mayor 
enclosing  a  letter  from  Hon.  George  Bancroft  sug- 
gesting a  oeiition  to  Congress  for  the  erect  ng;  of 
the  promised  memo-i.l  column  at  Yorktown,  Va., 
having  consioereo  the  subject,  beg-  leave  to  submit 
the  folio  *ing;  report:  By  reference  tj  the  journals 
ot  Con^ie-s  tor  that  year,  it  aopfars  that  on  the 
29th  of  October,  1781,  tbe  following  action  was 
taken  iQ  relatiou  to  a  commemoration  of  the  im- 
portant a:  d  decisive  saccess  of  the  allied  armies 
at  York  own : 
Extract  from  Journal  of  Congress,  Oct.  29, 1781: 

'■On  a  lepo  t  of  the  committee  consisting;  of 
Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Boudinot,  Mr.  Varnum,  Mr. 
Carroll,  to  whom  were  referred  tie  letters  f  the 
16th  and  19th  from  General  Washington, 

"Resolved,  That  tbe  United  State;  io  Oo-'gxess 
assembled  s-pill  cause  to  be  erected  at  York,  in 
Virginia,  a  marble  column  adorned  wiih  em- 
blems of  the  alliance  between  the  Uoited  States 
a-m  His  Most;  Cb,".sf,"9u  ^a  jsty  ;  ard  iuerr'beti 
with  a  sue  'inct  nanative  of  the  surrender  ot  Earl 
Coruwailis  to  His  Excellency  General  Washing- 
ton, Commander-in-chief  of  the  combined  forces 
of  America  and  France);  to  His  Excell-nny  the 
Count  de  Rochd.ua  beau,  commanding  the  auxiliaiy 
troops  of  His  Most  Christian  Maje>ty  in  Ameiica, 
and  His  fc/xcellencv  tbe  Coont  oe  Grasse,  cum- 
mandino;  in  chief  the  naval  array  of  France  in 
ChesapeaKe." 

Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  de- 
sirab'lify  and  appropriateness  ot  an  appeal  by  our 
Cify  Governmeui  for  the  redemption  "of  the  fore- 
going pledf-e  at  the  present  time  cannot  be  better 
expressed  tban  in  the  words  in  wnich  his  b  mor 
tl<*»  Mayor  comments  upon  the  suggestion  of  tbe 
distinguished  b  storian  which  is  referred  to  us. 
"It  would  spem  io  be  fitting,"  ne  says,  ''thaf  Bos- 
ton, as  having  within  its  limits  the  monuo  ent 
commemorating  the  first  pitched  battle  of  toe 
Revolution,  should  be  foremost  and  earnest,  in  it's 
endeavo-s  to  secure  the  erectioo  of  a  tike  memo- 
rial of  tbe  last  and  crowning;  batile  of  tbe  Revolu- 
tion at  Yorktown,  Va."  "How  tbe  Union  would 
respond  to  joat  City  Hovernme  t,"  writes  Mr. 
Bancroft,  "if  it  would  request  Congress  to  redeem 
tbe  public  faith  r.y  lulflllii  g  the  promise  of  our 
fathers."  These  vie  vs  being  fully  shared  oy  your 
committee,  they  woul  ■  tespectfully  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order. 
For  tbe  committee, 

S.  M.  Quincy,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  hirf  honor  the  Mayor  be  author- 
ized to  petition  ihe  national  Co  gr  ss,  at  i cs  next 
session,  in  behalf  of  tbe  Government  of  the  city 
whose  limits  <  ow  include  the  first  pitched  battle 
of  the  Revolution,  for  a  fulfilment  of  th«  pledge 
given  to  the  worl  i  Oct.  29, 1781,  for  ao  appropri- 
ate commemoiation  of  ihe  lait  and  crowning  bat- 
tle field  of  i  be  same  Revolution,  ?t  Yorktown,Va. ; 
and  that  in  aid  of  the   petition  the  assistance   of 
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the  various  city  governments  of  our  sister  State 
of  Virginia  be  and  the  same  hereby  is  confidenrly 
solicited. 

Laid  ou  ihe  table,  on  motion  of  Alderman 
Quincy,  and  ordered  ornated,  witb  the  accom- 
panying coroajunics.ticns  from  rbe  Mayor  aDd  Mr. 
Bancioft. 

FIBE  DEPARTMENT. 

Alierrnan  Quincy  submitted  the  following  fiom 
the  Joi  t  Commitiee  on  Fire  Department : 

Clock  on  Morelana  street.  Report  recommecd- 
ing  leave  to  withdraw  on  th<*  petition  of  G.  G. 
Kennedy  et  al.,  that  a  clock  b?  placed  on  the 
church  at  che  cor.  er  of  Morelaud  and  CopeHnd 
streets.    Accepted.    SentdowD. 

Chauncey  Page's  Huilding.  Report  on  remon- 
strance of  Coauccey  Page  against  election  of  a 
buiioiug  ou  First  street  for  chemical  purposes. 
Tbis  remo ik* trance  is  refeued  back  to  this  com- 
mittee on  reeommet.dai ion  of  the  Committer  on 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings,  who  report 
that  the  building  in  question  eorjop'ies  with  rbe 
requirements  of  tb:.  oidioanoe,  and  cuggest  that 
if  the  busini-ss  camtd  on  therein  is  of  a  hazard- 
ou  nature  the  uiatter  comes  uccter  the  regula- 
tions relating  to  combustible  materials.  Your  com- 
mittee legardit,  however. as  v*iy  doubtful  whether, 
un.ier  the exi-tirg ordinance  andstatutes,  the  Fire 
Department  is  authorized  to  ifgulite  m  any 
way  the  manner  m  which  business  of  this  nature, 
i.  e.,  the  manufacture  of  varnish,  rhall  be  carried 
on.  If  aoy  such  authoilcy  can  be  claimed,  t>  en 
your  committee  aie  satisfied  that  alt  proper  safe- 

fuards  against  the  origin  of  fitvs  have  besn  taken, 
hey  suggested  in  their  previous  report  that  a 
differently  constructed  root'  fould,iu  a  vicinity 
admitted  to  be  dangerous,  have  reduced  the  dan- 
ger of  the  spread  of  a  conflagration.  It  appear- 
ing, however,  that  the  requite  (Bents  of  the  ordi- 
nance oo  this  subject  have  been  complied  with, 
vour  committee  can  make  no  other  r« port  than 
that  the  remonstrants  have  leave  to  withdraw. 
Accepted.    Seat  down. 

ORDINANCES. 

Alderman  Quincy  submitted  tae  following  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Ordinances: 

Office  Hours.  Report  with  ordinance  in  relation 
to  oiice  hours  in  city  depaitmeots  iu  the  follow- 
ing new  draft : 

An   Ordinance 
In  relation  to  Office  Hcurs  in  City  Departments. 

Bfc  it  ordaroed,  etc. : 

Section  1.  The  office  hou is  or  nouis  of  labor  of 
the  several  heaas  of  departments,  clerks  or  other 
officers  coonecied  with  the  City  Government,  who 
perioral  clerical  or  office  cuiies,  shall,  with  ihe 
exceptions  mentioned  in  section  3,  oe  from  nine 
of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon  uoril  five  of  th*  clock 
in  the  afternoon,  every  week  day  except  Satur- 
days and  legal  holidays;  and  on  Satutdays  all  city 
offices  shall  be  closed  at  two  of  the  clock  in  the 
afternoon  ;  provided,  however,  than  'any  clerk  or 
other  officer  may,  in  case  of  nec-ssicy,  be  required 
bv  the  principal  officer  of  the  department  with 
which  he  is  counected,  or  by  the  committee  or 
board  hiviug  charge  of 'said  department,  to  oer- 
forrjo  ssivic^  ou  Saturdays  or  other  week  days,  for 
a  greater  number  of  hours,  without  extra  com- 
pensation. 

Sect.  3.  Toe  offices  of  the  City  Treasurer  and 
City  Collector  shall  fce  open  for  the  receipt  and 
disbursement  of  money  rioou  nine  of  the  clock  in 
the  forenoon  u.ti;  two  of  the  clock  io  the  aftei- 
noon  of  every  week  dav  except,  legal  holiday?. 

Sec.  3.  The  office  hours  in  the  central  police 
office  at  City  Hall  shall  be  from  eight  of  the  clock 
in  t*ie  forei  oon  to  six  of  the  clock  \n  the  after- 
noon t  very  day  in  the  year.  The  Cir.y  Registiar's 
office  shall  be  ooeu,  in  addition  to  the  hours 
provided  in  seGtion  1  for  other  departments, 
trom  eleven  of  the  clock  in  the  rorenoon  until 
twelve  of  ihe  clock  noon,  every  day  in  the  year, 
foi  the  receipt  of  returns  from  undertakes.  The 
office  of  the  Board  of  Health  shall  be  open,  in 
addition  to  the  hours  provided  in  section  1  for 
other  departments,  from  ten  of  the  clock  ir  the 
torenoon  until  twelve  of  rhe  clock  noon,  eveiy 
day  in  the  year,  for  the  issuing  of  pennies  for 
bonals  and  the  lemoval  of  dead  bodies. 

Sect.  4.  All  ordinances  a^d  pares  of  ordi- 
nances inconsistent  with  this  ordinance  are  here- 
by repealed. 

Laid  on  the  table  ai  d  ordered  to  "oe  printed. 

City  Architect.  Report  with  ordinance  to  estab- 
lish office  ot  City  Architect  in  the  following  new 
draft:       -  ... 


An  Ordinance 
I'o  Establish  the  Office  of  City  Architect. 

Be  it  ordaiDed,  etc.: 

Section  1.  There  shall  be  chosen  annually,  on 
the  first  Monday  ot  February,  or  wiihin  sixty 
days  thereafter,  by  concurrent  vote  of  the  two 
branches  of  the  City  Council?  a  City  Architect 
who  shall  be  a  citizen  of  Boston,  shall  hold  bis  of- 
fice for  one  year  fiom  the  first  Monday  of  April, 
in  the  year  in  which  be  shall  be  eleeted,  unless 
sooan  removes  ;  he  may  be  removed  at  the  pit  as- 
ure  ot  the  City  Council;  and  vacancies  may  be 
filled  at  any  time  for  the  unexpired  term.  He 
shall  receive  such  compensation  as  the  City  Coun- 
cil may,  from  time  to  time,  determine, 

Sect.  2  The  saia  architect  shall  perform  all 
such  services  for  ihe  city  of  Boscon  as  properly 
come  under  cbe  direction  of  an  archi  ect,  and 
shall  be  consulted  or  all  important  matters  relat- 
ing to  public  improvements  of  every  kiad  where 
the  advice  of  an  architect  would  be  of  service. 
He  shall  keep  such  iecords  and  make  such  reports 
as  tte  Comuiittee  on  Public  Buildings  n  ay  from 
time  to  ti toe  direct.  Whenever  a  board,  commit- 
tee or  bead  of  a  depar  omen  io  the  City  Govern- 
ment is  authorized  to  perform  any  wotk  where  the 
services  of  an  architect  are  iequired,  the  said  ser- 
vices shall, unless  otherwise  ordered, be perfoimed 
bv  or  under  the  Direction  of  the  City  Architect. 
He  may,  with  the  approval  of  the  Commirtee  on 
Public  Buildings,  ea  ploy  such  assistants  as  may 
be  necesary  to  perform  the  services  which  may 
be  tequireei  of  him. 

Sect.  3.  The  Joi  t  Standing  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings  shall  have  roe  care  and  supervision 
of  the  City  Arc  oitect  s  office;  and  the  appointment 
and  discharge  of  all  .persons  employed  therein 
shall  be  with  their  approval;  and  they  sha'l  fix  the 
amount  of  compensation  to  be  paid  to  said  em- 
ployes respectivt  ly ;  provided,  that  the  same  snail 
not,  in  tae  aggregate,  exceed  the  uum  appropri- 
ated therefor  by  the  City  Council. 

Laid  od  the  table  anoi  ordered  printed. 

Eastern-avenue  Bridge.  Report  on  recommitted 
ordinance  m  relatron  to  a  Superintendent  lor 
Ea»fer->-avenue  Bridge,  recommending  the  pas- 
sage of  the  original  ordinance,  as  followa : 

An  Ordinance 
In  addition  to  an  Ordinance  relating  ro  Bridges. 

Be  it  ordained,  etc. : 

Section  1.  The  orioge  over  Fort  Point  Channel 
opposite  the  easterly  end  of  Congress  street. shall 
be  known  as  E  .stern-avenue  Bridge;  and  a 
superintendent  thereof  thall  be  elected  as  soon  as 
may  be  after  the  passage  or  this  ordinance,  to  en- 
ter upon  hi°  duties  forthwith,  and  to  hold  office 
until  the  first  Monday  in  April,  in  the  vear  1876, 
or  until  his  successor  is  elected  a<  d  qualified.  In 
the  month  of  February  or  March,  iu  the  year  1876, 
and  annually  aft^rwa^ds,  the  City  Council  shall 
elect  a  -upenntendent  of  said  bridge,  who  snail 
hold  office  upon  the  same  terms,  have  the  same 
powers  and  duties,  and  be  suojecc  to  the  same 
rules  a*id  r°gulatioa«,  as  the  Supsrintenlents 
of  Bridges  designated  in  the  ordinance  relating 
to  bridges  passed  the  lltii  day  of  May,  in  the  year 
1857. 

Alderman  Quincy — Attention  was  called  to  the 
inconvenience  of  having  two  Easteru  avenue". 
When  it  was  referred  bac£  ws  found  tnat  the 
Eastern  avenue  in  this  case  was  named 
by  statute.  By  chaptei  326,  section  6,  "che 
city  of  Boston  is  hereby  authorized  to  build 
and  l»y  out  as  a  public  jtreet  Eastern  avecue, 
with  a  bridge,  over  Fort  Point  Channel,  with 
suitable  draws,"  etc.  It  is  r-vident  that 
the  bridge  in  this  case  is  Eastern-avenue  bridge; 
and  in  addition  to  the  statute  it  is  so  recognized 
in  the  contracts  between  the  citvandche  Boston 
&  Albany  Railroad  and  Boston  Wharf  Company. 
Therefore  the  committee  could  only  recommend 
that  the  amen  led  oiiinance  be  passed.  The  mat- 
ter of  changing  the  name  of  the  other  Eastern 
avenuu  can  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pav- 

Alderman  Worthiugton— It  is  so  near  the  other 
Eastern  avenue  ihat  it  seems  to  me  tint  will  hard- 
ly be  a  safe  thing  to  da.  More  than  that,  it  is  too 
long  a  r  ame  for  the  convenience  of  business  met), 
and  it  will  have  to  be  changed  eventually.  The 
avenue  will  lead  acros'  South  Bay,  over  the  new- 
made  lat  d  to  Dorchester,  and  so  Jong  a  name  will 
be  objectionable.  It  seems  to  me  the  committee 
might  h*ve  thought  of  some  other  name. 

Alderman  Burrag*— It  is  the  na  one  of  the  bridge, 
not  of  the  street. 

Alderman  Quincy— The  statute  authorizes  the 
building  of  a  bridge  at  the  end  of  Eastern  avenue. 
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To  be  sure,  it  csn  be  called  by  any  name  we 
choose,  but  it  is  so  kco»n  iD  ths  coatracts  with 
the  Com  u/on  wealth  and  others.  If  the  i  ame  of 
the  aveuue  is  to  be  changed,  that  is  for  the  Com- 
mittee oa  Paving-. 

Alderman  Power — This  report  does  rot  give  a 
name  to  the,  street;  for  taey  have  no  such  authori- 
ty. If  it  is  to  be  changed,  that  is  tor  the  Commit  ee 
on  Pav'np  to  pass  upon.  If  aov  o-der  to  change 
the  came  is  offered,  that  coaim'nee  should  con- 
sider theexpeoieucy  of  it.  I  think  that  toe  name 
can  be  changeo  without  interfering  with  the  con- 
ti  acts. 

Alderman  Worthington— It  is  virtually  naming 
it  Easter i -avenue-Badge  street,  and  I  conceive 
that  it  will  go  by  that  nam?..  It  is  true  they  have 
no  power  to  alter  the  name;  but  they  have  earned 
it,  aiii  it  will  go  by  ihat  name  ntieafter.  Thev 
sbould  take  chB  bull  by  the  horns  and  call  it 
Eastern  avenue. 

Alderman  Qv-r-cv-  We  •  eporr  piaan'r  that  t*te 
bri  ge  shall  b*>  known  as  East  rn-aveoue  Biicge. 
It  is  perfectly  competent  for  the  gentleman  to 
suggest  anotner  name  if  he  thinks  of  a  better  one. 
The  committee  thought  no  cbamre  could  be  made 
in  the  name  of  the  avenue.  Any  geot'eman  is  as 
compete  t  to  suggest  another  name  as  the  com- 
mittee. Tie  bmge  can  be  uacneo  something  else, 
but  tve  avenue  in  mv  opinion  cannot. 

Alderman  Harris  moved  that  the  subject  be  laid 
or  cbe  table. 

Alderman  Stebbins — It  is  important  that  the 
dra^  tender  should  b-  elected  at  on"p;  aim  to 
meet  the  point  raised,  let  the  Committee  ou  Pav- 
ing be  requested  to  repent  a  name  for  the  other 
avenue. 

The  motion  to  table  was  lost. 

Alderman  Burrage — It  seems  to  be  a  simcle 
thiog.  The  naoje  bas  nothing  to  do  with  the 
ordinance,  which  can  be  passed  aod  another  name 
given  the  b  idge  afterwards. 

Alcerman  Power— If  tM«  ordinance  is  passed, 
oniy  oi  e  change  will  be  caled  for.  If  it  is  i  ot 
parsed,  the  names  of  the  avenue  and  the  bridge 
will  have  to  be  chsnged  hereafter. 

Aid t-r man  Harris—  There  is  no  hurry  about  the 
passagre  of  the  order,  as  the  bads*  will  not  be 
coaccletcd  tot  sore  little  time.  My  own  idea,  as 
a  business  man,  would  oe  to  call  it  Congress-street 
Biiuge,  *hich  would  be  most  appropriate. 


Aldeiman  Burrage— That  can  conre  up  after- 
w.na«.  This  or  er  is  to  designate  th»  bridge,  ihat 
a  supeiiniendent  maybe  cnosen.  "We  have  full 
powr  fo  coaigre  the  name  ot  at>\  highway. 

Alder-nan  Worthington— I  move  thatit  be  called 
Congress-street  Budge,  as  the  avei  ue  is  a  coatin- 
uauou  of  Congress  street,  ana  that  will  ultimately 
be  its  name. 

Alderman  Burrage — I  would  litre  the  opinion  of 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  whether  that  is 
competent  for  us  to  do,  under  tnis  order.  I  un- 
derstand from  aim  that  it  is  n't. 

A  derman  Quincy— I  suppose  it  is  not  the  pecu- 
liar province  of  theOi  dinance  Commit' ee  to  name 
either  streets  or  b.-idgr  s ;  but  in  tbis  ease  the  stat- 
ute has  designated  the  Eastern  a'-enui-  that  may 
be  laid  out  with  a  budge.  1  don't  know  aay  iea- 
son  why  we  shouldn't  call  it  Corgres--street 
Bridge,  if  we  like.  I  soopose  that  what  is  in  the 
power  of  the  Commiitee  oo  Paving  to  do  cat)  be 
done  by  the  whole  Board  of  Aldermen,  if  it 
chooses. 

Alderman  Harris — Why  designate  the  bridge 
by  the  name  of  the  avenue? 

Aloeruan  Qumcy— Toe  bridge  is  recognized  aa 
a  part  of  the  Eastern  avenue  to  be  laid  ou'. 

Aid>-,rnao  Power — It  seems  to  me  it  should  be 
refer  ed  to  the  Comtrittee  od  Paving,  to  tee  if  a. 
change  of  name  will  m  erfere  with  the  contracts. 
Before  mEking  the  change  we  ought  to  get  the 
City  Solicitor's  advice. 

Alderman  Burrage— It  strikes  me  that  the  name 
of  Congress  street  would  be  bett»r,  ana  as  at 
present  advised  I  «houid  favor  ic.  But  for  present 
purposes  I  think  «e  should  not  make  a  change  in 
the  ..  ame. 

Aide  man  Po«er— I  wou'd  favor  that  amend- 
ment but  for  the  reason  given. 

Aldermar  Worthi  gton— Does  the  Alderman 
think  it,  wdl  interfere  with  the  contracts  already 
made? 

Alderman  Power— There  is  another  bridge  to  be 
built  thai  is  part  and  parcel  of  this  contract.  In 
my  opinion,  it  will  not  interfere;  but  still,  I  think 
it 'will  be  more  prudent  for  tte  Board  to  go  slowly 
and  surely. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott,  the  subjec  t 
was  sp  cially  assigned  for  5  P.  M.  ot  the  nex  t 
meeting. 

Oo  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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Death  of  Councilman  EDWARD  J.  LONG,  of  Ward  8.' 


Special  meeting  at  5  P.  M.,  Halsey  J.  Boardman, 
President,  in  toe  cbair. 

The  President  read  tha  following: 

Executive  Department,  I 

Boston,  Nov.  30, 1875.     t 

To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Common 
Council:  Gentlemen— The  painful  duty  devolves 
upon  me  of  announcing  to  vou  officially  the  death 
of  Edward  J.  Long,  a  member  of  jour  board  from 
Warn  8.  I  have  accordingly  called  a  special  session 
of  the  Common  Council  for  "Wednesday,  at  five 
o'clock  P.  M.,  in  order  that  you  may  have  an 
opportunity  of  giving  fit  expiessiou  to  the  loss 
sustained  by  the  city  in  the  death  of  your  nor  ored 
associate.    I  am  respectfully  yours, 

Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor. 

Placed  on  file. 

Mr.  Hicks  of  Ward  8  offeien  the  following: 

"Whereas,  A.  message  has  been  rectived  from 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  announcing  the  deatb  of 
Mr.  Edward  J.  Lots,  a  member  of  the  Common 
Council  from  the  Eighth  Ward  of  the  city; 

Resolved,  That  in  the  decease  of  our  fellow 
member  and  fiiend,  the  Govern meut  and  citizens 
of  Boston  have  lost  the  service0  of  an  upright, 
well  tried  and  faithful  servant. 

Resolved,  That  the  Piesioent  of  the  Common 
Council  be  requested  to  tender  to  the  f  amrly  of 
the  deceased  the  expression  of  our  sincere  sym- 
pathy in  this  bereavement. 

Resolvec',  That  as  an  additional  mark  of  respect 
to  his  memory  the  members  of  the  Common 
Council  will  attend  the  funeral  ceremonies  in  a 
booy ,  and  that  the  President  aod  five  members  of 
of  this  boara  be  appointed  a  committee  to  make 
the  i  ecessary  arrangements. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be 
transmitted  to  the  family  of  the  deceased. 

The  question  was  on  giving  fie  resolutions  a 
second,  reading. 

Mr.  Devereux  of  Ward  22  -Death  is  ever  busy, 
and  tonight,  Mr.  President,  we  experience  the 
fact  that  it  has  entered  this  chamber.  1  had 
known  our  deceased  member  and  friend  for  per- 
baps  twentv-five  or  thirty  years;  and  so  long  as  I 
have      been      acquainted      with    aim,    I    have 


known  him  as  a  man  of  inflexible  ic- 
tegiity  of  character,  of  good  citizenship, 
and  more  than  ordinary  ability.  It  seems  to 
me,  sir,  it  is  particularly  sorrowful  at  this  time 
that  neath  should  have  robbed  us  of  one  of  our 
members.  Death,  within  the  year,  s>  ems  to  bavs 
been  peculiarly  alarming  to  the  citizens  of  Boston. 
So  many  eminent  men  have  fallen  by  the  wayside, 
men  of  ability,  of  character  and  standing,  that  it 
is  really  startling;  and  the  question  corner  home 
to  us,  what  is  life?  What  is  our  mission 
here,  and  whither  are  we  teodiug?  It  is 
a  time  for  reflection,  to  think  wbat  weak- 
nesses we  inherit,  and  how  abort  our  life  is.  1 
eamesily  hope  that  those  of  the  members  who 
can  possibly  make  it  conveaient  to  attend  tb.3  fu- 
neral tomorrow  will  do  so. 

Mr.  Hicks  of  "Ward  8 — I  have  been  acquainted 
with  Mr.  Long  for  some  tweutv-five  years,  and 
hav«  lived  as  a  neighbor  to  him  for  some  twenty 
years.  In  that  section  of  the  city  we  feel  tbat  we 
have  lost  an  honorable  and  hones*' man,  and  we  be- 
lieve that  this  Council  has  lost  a  valuable  member. 
Through  all  bn  sickness  I  had  the  opportunity, 
and  improved  it,  to  call  upon  him  several  times. 
I  always  found  him  well  po-'ted  in  the  doings  of 
the  Council;  the  city  documents  were  generally 
about  tee  room.  H«  regretted  very  much  that  he 
was  not  able  10  be  with  ns  at  the  ceniennial  cele- 
bratiou;  and  he  thought  that  if  the  division  of 
wards  was  delajed  till  the  first  of  December  he 
might  be  able  to  take  his  tseat  and  partici- 
pate in  it.  In  our  sectioa  of  the  city  we  believed 
him  to  be  a  good  mac,  and  fert  that  his  death  is 
a  great  loss  to  us. 

The  iesolv?s  were  r°ad  twice,  and  passed  by  a 
unanimous  rising  vote. 

Messrs.  Hicks  of  Ward  8,  Devereux  of  Ward  22, 
0?borne  of  Ward  8,  Rice  of  Ward  19  and  Leigbton 
ot  "Ward  1  were  appointed  on  the  committee. 

Mr.  Noyr-s  of  Ward  5  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Messeugei  cause  the 
seat  of  our  late  associate ,  Mr.  Long,  io  be  draped 
in  mourning  for  thirty  days. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5,  the  Council 
adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

DECEMBER    2,    1875. 


Regular  m  eeting  at  7%  o'c'ock  P.  M.,  Halsev  J* 
Board  men,  President,  in  che  cnair. 

PAPERS  FBOM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  FOR  CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Request  of  Oocbituate  W»tei  Boaro ;  petitions 
and  reports  of  the  License  Commissioners  for  the 
six  mon'bs  enoi.  g  1st  of  Nov  mber  last  (printed 
City  D  c.  No.  118).    Severally  referred. 

Order  t  i  obtain  autbority  from  the  Mayor  and 
Aldermen  in  Chsisea  to  set  posts  in  certain  sheets 
in  that  city,  tor  t<  e  East  Boston  Firs  Alarm  Tele- 
graph, as  requesteo  in  an  accompa  ying  commu- 
ni<-ation  from  the  Fire  Commissioners.  Read 
twice  and  passed. 

Certificate  of  aiaoointm.nt  tor  confiimation  of 
William  W.  Clapp  a"  Assistant  Clerk  of  Commit- 
tees.   Nomination  confirmed. 

Reports  o"  I-  ave  to  withd.aw  on  petitions — 

1.  Of  St.  Joseph's  Home,  for  abatements  of  tax 
of  1874. 

2  Of  A.  G.  S'imson,  for  remission  of  a  portion 
of  tax  on  his  estates,  No.  45  Allen  and  73  Cham- 
bers s  r£"t,  for  1875. 

3.  Of  A.  Richarison,  that  certain  taxes  on  his 
estate  for  1870  aed  1872  be  refunded. 

4.  Of  (1.  G.  Kernedy  et  al.,  that  a  clock  be 
placed  on  the  corner  of  Moi eland  and  Copeland 
sireets. 

5.  On  the  remonstrance  of  C.  Page  against  trie 
erection  of  a  building  for  cbemical  purposes  on 
Fir-t  stre  f. 

Severally  accepted. 

Report  that  no  further  action  is  necessary  on 
tbe  oetition  of  Caarles  Francis  for  damages  to  bis 
estate  on  Webber  ano  Fellows  streets,  tbe  assess- 
ment having  b^ec  abated.    Accepted. 

Report  and  order  that  the  lax  of  $93.16,  for  1875, 
on  estate  of  B.  Abbott  b?  remitted.  Order  rea.d 
twice  and  parsed. 

Order  thai  $254.57,  being  the  amount  of  taxes 
interest  and  cosrs,  assessel  on  tbe  trustees  of  tne 
Chap- 1  of  tbe  Good  Shepbs.d,  in  1871  and  1872,  be 
refunded.  Order  lead  twice  under  a  suspension 
of  the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6,  and 
passed. 

Order  to  allow  G.  Curtis  $385  71  for  materials 
f>r  Paviog  Department;  $7.25 for  Water  Works: 
for  City  Ho  pita',  $6.83;  and  to  F  A.  Wilkms, 
agent,  $131.69,  for  materials  tor  Lamp  Depart- 
ment; anii  to  F.  W.  Lincoln,  Jr.,  &  Co.,  $3.50  for 
materials  for  Fire  Deoarcment:  order  Jorpaymeit 
of  expenses  incurred  by  Committee  on  the  Funer- 
al Cerem  mies  of  the  lrte  Hon.  H^nry  Wilsou,Vice 
Prb"ident  of  tb^  United  Srates.  from  Incidental 
Expenses;  order  to  transfer  Horn  item  for  "paint- 
ing and  glazing,"  m  the  appropriation,  for  Public 
Buildings,  two  thousand  collars,  to  item  for 
"new  beating  apparatus  a"d  'epaiis  of  old."  Sev- 
erally passed  to  a  seco:  dreading. 

Report  and  order  to  transfer  from  "Water 
Works"  fifty  thousa  d  dollars,  to  be  added  to  ap- 
propriations for  Paving,  etc.  Order  passed  to 
a  secono  reading. 

Rep  >rt  ani  ordc  to  transfer  within  the  appro- 
priation tr  r  Board  of  Hea  I th — from  Burial  Grou  <■.  ds 
to  Eve/o-reeo  Cemetery,  $1000;  from  Ne  »  Urinals 
to  Public  Urinals,  $1000;  from  Abatement  of 
Nuisa  ces  to  Printug,  $1000.  Order  passed  to  a 
second  reading. 

O'der  chat  the  land  of  the  city  at  the  iuncciou 
of  Park  squaie  and  Colnmbus  avenue,  deo'cafed 
as  oub'ic  grou' d,  to  be  k*>pt  op-n  for  that  pur- 
pose, or  as  a  part  of  the  oublic  highway,  be  placed 
in  tne  cbaige  of  tie  Cooumit'ee  on  Common  and 
Squares.    Read  cwice  and  passed. 

An  oniioance  in  telatioo  to  Breed's  Island,  so 
called.  Reao  twi^e  under  a  suspension  of  tbe 
rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Day  of  Ward  1,  and  passed. 

REMOVAL  OF   HOUSE  OFFAL. 

A  report  and  order  fiom  committee  onllie  sub- 
ject, to  authorize  Committee  on  Health  to  con- 
tract, after  public  advertisement,  for  removal  of 
bouse  offal,  for  a  term  ot  not  exceeding  three 
yeais,  came  down  for  coicuirsnce  in  tbe  passage 
of  the  order. 

The  order  was  read. 


Mr.  Parker  of  Ward  14  offered  tue  following  as 
an  amendment: 

"Proviceo,  however,  ttut  no  contract  tor  the 
sale  of  offal  shall  be  binding  upon  the  citv  unless 
approved  by  his  Honor  tne  Mayoi." 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13 — I  hope  the  amendment 
will  not  prevail.  This  matter  has  been  thorough- 
ly discussed  by  the  Committee  ol  Health  and  the 
City  Council  I  had  tbe  pleasure,  once  or  twice, 
of  alluding  to  this  mat:e*\  and  my  point  was  that 
instead  ot  letting  it  out  to  parties  who  bid  an  in- 
significant sum,  it  should  be  put  io  tbe  shape  tbat 
it  now  is— that  it  should  be  advertiseo  m  the 
papers,  so  that  each  man  shall  nave  a  chauce  to 
make  a  bid  tor  this  contract  for  the  removel  of 
house  offsl.  Tnat  is  tbe  way  for  th1-  city  to  get 
the  most  benefit  fromic.  I  don't  approve  ot  put- 
ting it  into  che  hands  of  the  Mayor,  for  that  will 
ignore  tbe  Committee  on  healch,  and  I  think  it 
would  be  a  reflection  upon  them. 

Mr.  Parrer— I  cou'tk sow  that  auy  small  matter 
has  excited  more  talk  in  the  City  Government 
than  .his  contract  for  swill.  In  1869  taat  contract 
was  let  foi  $15,005,  There  were  three  bids  and 
the  reason  it  was  letout  for  $15,005 was  .-his— Imet 
a  seleccmao  of  a  neighboring  town  about  fix 
year*  ago  ana  he  c.sked  une  why  he  could  n't  have 
fair  dealings  here  at  City  Hal.  I  toid  him  he 
could;  and  he  said  no  man  could  get  tbat  cotm-act 
but  S.  S.  Rowe,  no  matter  what  he  offered.  I 
came  to  City  He  11  and  a-ked  coe  Committee  on 
Health  if  they  would  withdraw  those  proposals  in 
which  it  was  stipula'ed  that  all  this  s  ill  sbouid 
be  carted  through  Roxbury;  I  would  guarantee 
them  $15,000  a  vear  for  it.  In  a  few  davs  the  bids 
were  opened,  Mr.  Crockett  bid  $15,005— remember 
the  $5—  at  d  Aadrow  J.  Hall,  of  the  firm  of  Draper 
&  Hall,  bid  $18,000,  but  Mr.  Hall  backed  out 
of  it  because  tt  e  city  would  n't  guaiantee 
it  all,  and  Mr,  Crockett  refused  co  take  it  through 
Roxbury  and  tbe  contract  was  awardod  to  Mr.  Rowe 
for  $15,000  All  those  thieebics  were  from  one  man 
— Solomon  S.  Rowe— and  for  ibiee  years  he  had 
tbe  coniiarc  at  $15,000.  Then  in  1872,  Mr.  Proc- 
tor, 'hoth"  gentl-ian  from  Ward  7  savsisnot 
worth  anytlurg — 

Mr.  Flynn  ot  Ward  7— I  desire  to  correct  tbe 
gentleman.    I  did  i  ot  say  so. 

Mr.  Parker—  H«  said  tbe  committee  found  that 
Mi .  P  octor  was  irresponsible. 

Mr.  Flynn— Yes,  sir,  I  did  say  so 

Mr.  Parker— Mr.  Pioctor  wears  poor  shoes, 
pantr  loofis  worn  out  at  tbe  knee*,  and  coats  morn 
out  ac  rne  elbows.  I  have  known  him  for  thirty 
years.  He  is  a  mason  Lv  trad3.  £f  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  7  has  $50,000  to  invest,  and  *Mr.  Proc- 
tor would  convey  all  his  property  tor  that  sum, 
tbe  gentleman  could  not  make'  a  better  trade. 
Mr.  Proc cor  offered  $10,000  a  year  for  Hie  offal, 
and  to  pay  ore  year  in  advance,  and  he  offered  Mr. 
S.  A.  Wel'l  of  Roxbury  as  bondsman — a  ge  a  tie- 
man  worth  anywhere  f.om  $500,000  to  $1,000,000; 
ate  still  Mr.  1'iocior  couldn't  get  that  swill,  but 
Mr.  Rowe  goc  it  for  $3500.  A  gentleman  called 
upon  me  this  morning  with  pretty  much  tbe  same 
story,  ano  was  willing  to  bet  $5000  to  $1  that  no 
mm  could  get  that  swul  but  S.  S.  Rrwe.  His 
reason  was  that  if  one  man  bid  $20,000  and  Mr. 
Ro*e  bid  $5000,  before  Mr.  Rowe's  contract  *as 
out  bo  would  employ  agents  to  go  no  the  farmers 
and  offer  them  from  $10  to  $15  apice  to  keep 
away  from  the  city  for  a  fen  davs.  The  man  who 
buys  the  swill  has  to  rely  upon  the  farmers  to 
take  it  away;  but  they,  having  $10  or  $15  in  tieir 
pockets  with  wIucq  to  buy  corn  fo<  their  hogs, 
agree  to  keep  away.  Tbe  swill  accumulate^ ;  and 
then  some  "dismterester:"  friend  of  Mr.  Rowe  re- 
ports  the  f  ict  to  ttfl  city  authorities,  the  contract 
is  oroken  and  Mr.  Rowe  gets  it.  That  cbiig  ha* 
been  done  three  times— with  John  S.  Eldrecge  six 
years  ago,  aol  with  Mr.  W"bb  nine  years  ago. 
Mr.  Webb  sued  tue  citv  and  got  $3000.  I  do  >joc 
belie  re  the  cit»  should  contract  to  sell  the  swill 
unoer  those  circumstances,  lbelieve  it  is  better 
to  sell  the  swill  to  the  farmers  at  $2  a  cord  than  to 
sell  it  al!  to  o  e  person  ac  any  price  he   may  offer. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16— After  a  long  and  pa- 
tient consultation  in  the  Committee  on  Health  m 
regard  to  tbe  propel  disposition  of  this  offal,  a 
large  majority  of  tae  committee  weie  of  the  opin- 
ion that  it  was  inexpedient  to  adopt  the  proposal 
which  i  hi tl  the  honor  to  make.  It  was  thought 
tbat  so  much  publicity  had  been  given  to  this 
matter  that  the  city  would  leceive  something  like 
an  equivalent  for  the  offal,  althougn  I  did  not 
acquiesco  m  the  view  of  che  committee,  for  the 
ieaaoa  that  it  is  impossible  to  airno  at  anyihing 
like  an  accurate  ideaof  how  mucli  swill  is  brougnt 
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to  the  station.  No  one  knows  bo*  much  the  city 
would  get;  and  no  con iractor  except  Mr.  Rowe 
knows  us  value  to  him  a;  a  contractor,  a  art  there- 
fore  tbe  city  is  olaceo.  at  a  great  disad vantage,  as 
no  contractor  will  bid  unless  he  has  a  lea-ouable 
a.-suianc=>  of  <  hat  it  is  worta.  It  will  be  a  leap  in 
che  oark  for  either  the  city  or  a  new  con- 
tractor, as  onlv  the  man  who  has  held  theconiract 
ten  or  fineeri  years  knows  jail  tt^  pomis  in  the 
case.  Iho>e  are  iny  ideas  and  I  pressed  them  in 
coniioittee.  But  1  rlo  not  wish  to  offer  any  fac- 
tious opposition  01  to  cast  a  stigma  upoo  a  plan 
because  it  is  not  of  my  oWrj  creation.  A.  large 
majority  of  tbt-  committee  thought  it  wouia  be 
better  so  advertise  for  proposals,  and  u  the  bids 
didn'i  come  up  to  the  ioeas  of  toe  committee,  we 
could  discaid  cbeni  and  sell  the  swin  directly  to 
the  farmers,  as  piop<<sed  by  me  in  the  first  p'ace. 
For  those  leasous  I  -cquiisced  in  what  was 
tLoiiftt  best  by  a  majority  of    ne  committee. 

Mi.  Parker — The  gentleman  say  no  man  knows 
the  value  of  this  scavenge.  I  have  scratched  and 
plougned  the  bosom  of  Mother  Earth  ioi  thirty 
years  and  I  know  the  value  of  this  material  thor- 
oughly. Ooe  foot  o.  it  will  feeo  t».  enty-five  hogs 
a  i  ay,  to  say  nothing  of  toe  geeso  and  ducks.  It 
is  the  best  thing  toe  tanner  tan  have,  and  if  «e 
distribute  it  an  ong  the  towns  in  a  circuit  of  twen- 
ty miles  tioru  Bosion,  it  prevents  a  great  nuisance 
in  au>  one  place.  If  the  farmer  can  buy  it  reason- 
able at  first  baod,  he  can|raise  his  ciops  cheaply 
ana  reduce  the  price  oi  vegetables  in  this  market. 
Previous  to  to  la-t  three  years,  Mr.  Ro»  e  has  ie- 
ceivet)  $8  a  cord  for  it,  and  for  the  last  ihree 
years  he  has  solu  it  for  $4.  The  citv  hao  better 
sell  it  fci  $2  a  cora  thao  allow  anv  tine  man  to 
have  ic 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9 — My  sympathies  are  with 
tv>e  gi-utleman  irom  Ward  14  in  the  reasors  given 
for  offering  th?  amendment ;  but  I  am  inclined  to 
thiuk  the  amendment  is  hardiv  r.roper,  for  the 
reasoc  that  it  is  a  fe'nd  of  special  legislation  oia 
particular  ca:;e,  \shicli,  as  o>  e  gentleman  stated, 
seem- to  be  a  reflection  upon  the  comiu  ittee  hav- 
ing the  subject  in  charge.  It  seems  to  me  that  it 
is  too  mild  a  cure  for  a  serous  dis:-ase.  If  what 
tbe  gentleman  from  Ward  14  stated  10  regard  to 
the  system  ot  awarding  t&e  contract  ii  irue,  what 
does  it  teveal  t?  us?  The  largest  part 
of  the  expenditures  of  this  city  is  made 
ttuough  ihis  system  of  contracts  by  com- 
mi  tees;  ami  if  such  a  contract  can  be 
forced  upon  a  committee  lnvitig  ore,  small  maiter 
m  charge,  itcan  le  done  in  larger  and  mme  imoor- 
tai>t  eontracts.  Conncei  the  contrac  s  let  out  by 
the  Water  Bi.aro,  or  any  other  impoitant  depart- 
ment. The  oentle.-.ian  has  made  serious  charges 
which  should  be  investigated.  This  evil  is  rot  10 
be  cureo.  by  aierely  putting  in  an  audi' ional  check, 
"saying  toru  if  this  committee  cannot  b^  trusted  to 
make  a  contract,  auy  terms  they  piopose  must  be 
approved  by  the  Mayor.  It  is  true  that  the  amend- 
ment makes  an  ad  iitional  check;  but  I  maintain 
that  it  is  a  kind  of  special  legislation  woich  we 
oughc  to  avoid.  In  justice  io  the  taxpayers,  if 
these  chaiges  are  tri.e  we  ought  to  get  at  the 
root  of  toe  matter  and  see  how  th  whol?  system  ' 
of  contracts  can  best  be  guarded. 

Mr.  Parser — I  will  withdraw  the  amendment, 
arid  move  the  indefinite  postponement  of  he  or- 
der. Last  wesk  we  passeo  an  order  that  the  Com- 
mit'ee  on  Health  >boulo  investif ate  at  d  report 
or,  the  expeoieocy  ot  sellitg  this  offal  to  the  con- 
sumers. No  report  has  come  in,  and  therefore  I 
wi1!  withdraw  toe  amendment,  move  to  indefinite- 
ly postpone  that  otder,  ana  call  foi  the  yeas  and 
na\s. 

Mr.  Tram — Iamsoriy  to  diff-r  with  my  friend 
from  Ward  14,  but  I  cannot  sea  the  point  he  is 
trying  to  make.  By  a  vote  of  the  Council  the 
other  ev  ning  this  matiei  was  lererred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pealtb,  who  have  inv.  stigated  this 
matter,  as  appears  by  the  advertisement  of  the 
chairman  of  the  com oyttee  in  tbe  papers;  and  it 
appears  to  me  they  have  adopted  the  very  oest 
course  we  can  pu  sue—  that  is,  to  make  it  an  open 
question  aid  solicit  people  co  bring  in  t  eir  bids. 
1  don't  expect  to  be  a  member  of  the  Cii  v  Gov- 
ernment n»xt  year,  but  I  do  want  a  cnaoce  to  put 
in  a  bic  for  this  s«. ill  contract.  I  want  the  mat- 
ter left  open  to  the  public  to  make  oios,  and  then 
the  city  will  get  a  rair  price.  It  win  suit  me 
betNi  to  h^e  the  city  sell  it  at  retail;  but  the 
committee  have  brought  in  then  report  and  I 
shab  favor  what  thev  recommend. 

At  the  request  ot  Air.  Flynn  the  President  read 
the  report  of  the  committee  accompanying  the 
order,  to  the  effect  that  "ovt  ing  to  the  demand  for 


house  offal,  and  the  ooinions  tbi.t  have  been  ex- 
pressed, they  are  fully  satisfied  that  many  aDd 
liberal  prooosals  viil  be  r^ceiveu  for  the  disposal 
ot  th  .  -ame;  and  thev  consider  the  sale  of  offal 
by  the  city  to  individual-  as  inexpedie.it,  aad  rec- 
ommend i  he  passage"'  of  the  ordor  above  iead. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I'  should  oppose  the 
amendment  of  the  gentlen.ai«  from  the  Higbla  d 
Dist'icc.  if  '.t  weio  before  fheCouecil.  I  should 
-certainly  object  to  leferncg  this  matrertotne 
Mayor.  It  w=  aijs  going  to  do  ..nytliing  pf  that 
kit  d,  we  had  better  adopt  the  new  charter  at 
once.  But  the  genu  itnan  doss  n't  remember  that 
the  Wxyorhasthe  veto  power,  ana  therefore  no 
necessity  far  his  amend  neut  exists.  'Ihe  May  >r  is 
not  obliged  ro  appiove  the  omet  after  it  is  passed 
by  these  two  branches.  As  the  gentlemao  from 
Ward  9  says,  it  is  a  reflection  upon  the  Committee 
on  Health,  who  bav<j  exanin^d  the  matter  thor- 
oughly ano  ai-  compete ct  to  decide  it.  It  would 
oe  preposterous  to  require  the  M^yo's  approval 
of  the  contract.  I  bop^  we  shall  concur  in  this 
matter,  so  that  the  oids  may  be  received  and  the 
contract  given  to  the  highest  bidder,  whetbei  Mr. 
Rowe  or  anybody  else.  There  seeais  to  be  a  per- 
sonal antipathy  to  Mi.  Rowe  ia  this  Council.  That 
is  rne  milk  in  the  cocuanut.  Let  us  give  it  -,o  Mr. 
Rowe  or  anybony  elce  who  makes  the. )  ighe»t  bid. 

Mr.  i'aiker— I  was  not  aware  the  cotnmi.tee  had 
madea.etoit.  Isimplv  thought  the  advertise- 
ments had  bee  n  put  in  ihe  paper  before  the  re- 
port was  made.  I  therefore  withdiaw  tne  amend- 
ment an^i  ihe  motion  ro  indefii.it-  lv  postpone. 

Mi.  Peikins— I  vish  the  gentlenia  i  from  Ward 
5  to  under.-tand  that  no  antipathy  to  any  iudiviau- 
al  i.  flueoces  my  action  in  this  maiter,  'My  action 
is  based  entirely  upon  the  belief  chat  the  city  bas 
been  swindled  in  this  swill  business  to<  the  last 
fifteen  yeats.  I  call  no  names;  but  the  facts  are 
patent  a:d  can  be  v-cerfainea  by  auv  one.  As  I 
said,  it  is  impossible  torthecitvof  Hoscon  roknow 
—nobody  k  :io,vs,  nor  can  anv  one  know,  how  many 
cords  of  swill  aie  hauled  it.io  that  station,  ana  if 
any  one  knows  he  wott  tell.  I  am  sorry  ihe  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  15  has  withdiawn  tn'at  amend- 
ment. As  one  member  ot  the  commitiee  I  don't 
piopose  r0  do  anytmrg  to  be  ashamed  at ;  and  I 
have  no  objection  to  my  actioo  being  scrutinized 
by  the  Mayoi  or  any  one  el5e. 

Mr.  Peabody  ot'Watd  9—1  generally  have  a 
strong  desire  to  go  with  a  commits  e  in  auv  sug- 
gestion they  make  to  tne  Council,  tor  obvious  rea- 
sons. The  coamitt-e  who  mvestigat--  a  subject 
gecerally  know  much  more  ihan  anv  other  mtm- 
bers  of  the  Council  who  h  ve  not  given  special  at- 
te  tion  to  it.  But  I  have  also  a  good  deal  of  fai  h 
in  tne  teacoings  ot  exp-rieuce;  and  it  seems 
to  be  admitted  that  undei  the  system  of  let- 
ting the  contract  the  city  has  submitted  to  a 
very  heavy  loss  for  several  years  pa«t,  amount- 
ing to  many  thousands  et  dollars.  iheie- 
fore  it  Stems  io  me  that  that  is  a  veiy 
strong  argument  ia  favor  of  tnakiTg  a  change. 
Referring  back  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Alder- 
men on  Nov.  15,1  lino  it  stated  by  a  gentleman 
who  probably  know--  as  much  about  ihe  subject  as 
any  one,  that  it  was  presumed  chat  Mr.  Row,  the 
coot  actor,  made  about  $25,000  a  ve'-uvano  that  at 
one  time  he  was  ma ki  g  over  $40,000 a  year.  Ia 
i  be  same  speech  the  Alderma^  remarked  that  the 
committee  v.ill  probably  make  such  a  disposal  of 
the  offal  that  the  cit\  will  receive  $20,0C0  a  year. 
It  seems,  th.-n,  mat  the  citv  is  to  leceive  $20,000  a 
year  on  whatthe  comractoi  makes  $25,000,  and  has 
made  $40,000.  Under  those  eiicumstmces,  with 
those  facts  laid  before  us,  ic  seems  un- 
wise to  vote  to  let  this  thing  out  by  con- 
tract. Any  person  who  mases  such  a  con- 
tract takes  care  that  he  will  have  a 
profit  uoon  it,  ana  I  can  see  no  reason 
w&y  the  city  should  not  tane  that  risk  ana  make 
the  profit,  which,  according  to  tbe  statement  I 
have  quoted,  would  be  very  large,  if  it  were 
attetded  to  by  one  competent  man  at  a  small 
salary.  For  that  reason  I  shall  vote  against  the 
leport  of    he  committee. 

Mr.  Flynn— In  their  advertisement  the  commit- 
tee leserved  the  right  to  reject  any  and  all  pro- 
posals. If  a  proper  price  is  offeree,  the  coo iroct 
will  be  let  out ;  and  if  not,  it  wi'l  rot.  That  mat- 
ter was  fully  discusi-ed  in  the  committee  ana  on 
that  under-tanding  the  chairman  advertised  for 
proposals. 

Mr.  Peabody— I  infer  from  tbe  remarks  of  the 
chairman  iu  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  ihat  they 
would  tiy  t->  get  $20,000  a  year;  while  in  the  same 
spsech  it  was  staied  that  the  wont  jS  $25,000,  or 
more.    So  it  seems  to  me  that  the  basis  of  the 
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committee  was  that  the  contractor  should  be  given 
a  large  margin  tor  profit.  I  don'i  See  how  we  can 
voce  foi  it. 

Mr.  Sbayr— Upon  tiae  s  '.me  principle  why  should 
n't  the  city  give  ou'  bonds  here  rastiea-o  of  givmg 
a  whole  lean  to  a  broker  to  take  to  Europe  at  one 
fellswo:>p?  Cbe  principle  is  precisely  the  same. 
Why  not  lettbera  out  leiem  sums"of  $1000.  so  that 
eveiv  aan,5womao  an'j  chila  in  Boston  can  have 
a  bonn? 

Mr.  Tr3in— I  have  taken  paius  to  examine  tbis 
matter,  at  the  cump  where  it  is  delivered.  I  took 
the  lecord  of  one  week's  delivery  as  it  was  report- 
ed totlieBoaid  of  Health.  Ea^o  cart  is  supposed 
to  carry  th  ee  feet.  Wne:  it  get«  to  the  dump  it 
is  let  out.  About  one-third  or  half  is  w?ter,  hoop 
skii  ts  or  otnei  ma  ter  wgicu  tne  fan  ers  v  ill  i  ot 
take  becuse  it  is  not  g  rod  to  feed  hogs  upon.  I 
asked  Mr.  Ro«e's  man  what  tbe  probable  shiii  k- 
age  was,  and  he  said  about  a  thiru.  After  oeduct- 
mg  the  shrinkage  he  ■■.-,: id  there  were  about  four- 
teen cords  a  day,  tor  which  they  got  f  4  a  cord. 
Allowng  that  they  brought  that  quantity  in 
everyday,  it  aruoansto  $56  a  day,  or  $16,800  a 
yeai;  I  will  be  fr  nk  to  say  that  the  supeuotend- 
.  ent  told  me  that  tbe  crop  i"  rhort  on  both  ends; 
and  this  talk  about  $40,000  is  a1!  bosh.  I  thii  k  that 
any  one  who  will  givi  over  $10,000  would  he  very 
foonsb.  Amanisn.)t  goingtotake  any  risk  acd 
remove  it  without  gel  ting  some  profit.  No  man  is 
philaothiopist  enough  for  that.  I  can't  h3lp  that 
the  action  already  -aken  is  right.  The  committee 
have  reserved  tbe  right  to  reject  all  bids,  and  if 
enough  is  not  offered  they  c»n  ketp  a  man  there 
to  deliver  it.  I  tnink  tnat'is  merest  way,  and  I 
hop?!  the  report  will  be  accepted. 

Mr.  Clarke  ot  Ward  15 — Wuen  was  the  price  re- 
duced from  $8  to  $4  a  <od? 

Mr.  Flvno— The  committee  have  received  in- 
formation that,  curing  the  war,  when  hogs  were 
very  high,  tire  swill  was  sold  for  $8  a  cord,  but 
since  tbe  war  it  has  been  sold  for  $4. 

Mr.  Patker — iKtowast-rj  wotth  two  of  that. 
Three  yeats  ago  tbe  cwill  was  reduced  to  $4  a 
cord,  a  ad  for  half  a  dozen  years  before  it  was  sold 
at  $8.  It  has  nassed  my  house  every  nay,  and  all 
tbe  farmeis  about  ihere  have  bought  ic. 

Mr.  Flynn — I  don  t  know  whether  tnegectle- 
mau  knows  a  storv  worth  two  ot  that  or.  cot,  ,  nd  I 
dot''t  know  whether  he  means  1  am  not  tell.i  g  the 
truth . 

Mr.  Parker— No,  -ir,  not  at  all. 

Mr.  Flyun — I  say  tuac  wgs  the  informacio<  the 
committer  got  from  the  man. who  sold  the  swill. 

Mr.  Parker—  My  info. matioi  was  from  the  gen- 
tlemen who  bought  it. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Waid  6— It  seems  to  me  that  io 
a  mater  of  this  importance  it  may  be  well  in  this 
case  for  the!  Committee  on  Health  to  advertise  f  >r 
proposals  and  report  them  t ••  the  Citv  Council, 
with  i heir  recotiaiendations  thereof.  The  whole 
matter  will  then  be  refeced  to  the  Ciry  council, 
and  if  Mr.  Ro*e  or  Mr.  Pioctor  feel-  that  be  is 
injured  he  **ill  have  more  opportunity  to  be  heard 
than  he  would  befoiethe  committee.  With  that 
view  I  offer  the  following  amesoments: 

St nke  out  -'contract  with  responsible  parties" 
an.:  iusen  "advertise  for  proposals." 

Strike  out  "all  contracts  to  run  for  three  year*:" 
ano  add  "and  report  to  the  Cit*  Couocil  all  pro- 
posals so  received,  with  tueir  recommendations 
tbe  eon." 

I  cannot  but  think  that  the  Council  will  ado-ot 
those  iinendineuts,  so  tnat  the  matter  will  b3  suf- 
ficiently clear  to  protect  all  uarties  in  their  tights. 

Mr.  Wilbur  or  Ward  13 — It  r perns  to  me  that 
there  is  a  fear  that  fie  five  niemb<ii'  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health  are  going  to  be  beaten  bv  one 
man.  I  taave  some  confidence  in  those  ge  tlemen, 
and  I  cannot  thiair  that  Mr.  Rowe  is  going  to  play 
any  game  upon  them,  and  get  this  contiact.  if 
oilier  bids  come  ir  irom  men  competent  to  do  the 
work.  I  hope  it- will  be  left  i  the  hands  of  the 
committee.  Toiguoietne  fommittee  in  a  mat ter 
of  tnia  kind  is  something  that  has  never  been  done 
in  this  Couocil. 

Mr.  Flynu — if  thosi  amendments  are  adopted, 
\v  appeals  to  me  tint  it  will  be  a  direct  insult  to 
tbe  co  !  mittee.  '  Here  we  allow  contract?  to  be 
made  in  the  oth-r  blanch  of  'he  Gov  rnmeat 
amounting  aim  st  to  millions;  but  h"re  is  a  little 
mat  er  of  $15,000,  aid  you  don't  want  to  trust  (he 
committee.  It  you  cannot  trust  the  committee, 
you  had  better  put  some  one  on  who  can  be  trust- 
ed. 

Mr.  Sampson  of  Ward  10— I  baroly  like  the 
amendments  of  the  geiifleraan  from  Ward  6,  wad 
would  move  to  refer  the  whole  matter  back  to  the 


Joint  Coaimitteeon  Health  with  instructions  to  re- 
pot t  an  order  for  the  sale  of  swill  directly  to  the 
farmers.  I  trbmk  we  should  tnen  get  ar  tbe  sense 
of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5— When  does  the  present 
contiact  with  Mr.  Rowe  expire? 

Mr.  Perkins— On  D  cember  31. 

Mr.  Noyjs— Then  the  time  is  o  short  that  if  ac- 
tion is  to  bs  taijen  it  should  be  done  at  once,  be- 
cause if  yon  wait  much  longer  you  may  "get  in  a 
box"  nd  have  to  sell  it  at  any  price.  If  you  re- 
lay adver  ismg,  the  contiact  mav  expire  before  a 
man  can  make  a'rangements  to  dispose  of  tha 
swill.  It  seems  to  me  the  only  proper  and  fair 
way  i'  to  authorize  tr  e  eommi.tee  to  advenise  tor 
proposals  and  award  it  to  ine  highest  responsible 
bidder.  Competition  is  the  only  fair  way  to  get 
good  bids.  As  allusion  has  been  made  to  the 
WaterBoaid,I  would  say  that  at  the  time  the 
order  auth  nizmg  the  Farm  Pond  cootractswas 
passed  there  was  a  clause  th  t  tbe  board 
should  advertise  for  sealed  bids,  -vnich  should  be 
opened  on  a  ceifaio  day  ana  awarded  to  the  low- 
est responsible  bidder  who  would  give  the  proper 
Sonds.  The  only  way  to  oo  business  is  in  a  fair, 
square  and  upright  manner.  If  this  matter  is  ad- 
vertised and  a resp  tnsible  ma:  wants  to  go  into 
the  swill  business,  and  he  makes  the  highest  bid, 
it  is  no  mote  than  right  that  he  should  have  the 
contract,  whoever  he  may  be.  I  hope  the  order 
reported  bv  the  committee  will  pass. 

Mr.  Tnaio— I  aoprove  of  tbe  last  am  ndmt-nt,  al- 
though I  do  not  exactly  like  its  shape.  If  the  gen- 
tleman will  make  it  ao  oider  to  sell,  instead  of  re- 
committing the  report,  I  will  vote  tor  it.  I  have 
some  sympathy  for  the  hogs  this  winter,  for  it  is 
"root  hog  or  die"  with  them  now. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6 -I  hope  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  gentl. man  from  Ward  10  will  pre- 
vail. We  have  seen  that  for  some  reason  or  other 
this  swill  has  been  disposed  of  at  an  inadequate 
price.  It  don't  appear  that  theie  has  been  any 
dishonesty  in  tbe  committee;  bur  Mr.  Rowe  or 
somebody  else  has  got  the  inside  track,  and  lias 
managed  to  '/eeo  i  at  bis  own  price,  which  is  very 
inadequate.  It  see  .is  tometbat,  without impuga- 
ing  the  hoiiest.yof  ihe committee, it  isinproper  for 
Mr.  Kowe  to  coninue  to  bavsit.  at  an  inadequate 
price,  and  we  should  trv  to  prevent  ir.  We  want 
the  citv  to  get  a  fair  price  for  this  thing,  ana  I 
don't  see  how  we  aj  bring  it  upon  a  fair  basis,  so 
that  every  ouswillbe  equal,  and  the  citv  get  its 
money's  worth,  unless  the  swill  is  sold  to  rue  com- 
missioners by  retail. 

Mr.  Sampson  with  're  jv  his  pieviotis  amend- 
ment and  offered  the  following  as  a,  substitute  for 
the  order  i  eport?d  by  tne  committee : 

Ordered,  That  tbe  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Health  be  instructed'to  dispose  of  the  house  offal 
collected  by  tbe  city  by  selling  the  same  daily  at  „ 
retail. 

Mr.  Wbitmore  of  Ward  4— We  have  two  distinct 
methods  proposed  fortha  disposition  of  she  offal, 
ann  in  case  the  notioj  last  offered  thould  not 
p  evail  we  shall  fall  oack  upon  the  amennment 
offered  by  the  gentleman  f  torn  Ward  6,  which  I 
hope  the  Council  will  rot  concur  in,  because  it 
will  be  a  grievous  and  serious  irupti  ration  upon 
the  character  of  the  committee.  Beyond  that  I 
wish  to  call  attention  to  section  164  ot  City  Docu- 
ment 50,  it)  wnich  tbe  gentleman  from  Ward  6 
recommended  that  tbe  power  to  dispose  or  this 
offal  should  be  trusted  to  three  commissioners. 
If  three  commissioners  can  be  trusted  to  do  it,  I 
think  this  Council  can  trust  their  committee  to 
do  it. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7— In  my  vote  I  don't 
intend  to  imput°  anyttm  g  wrong  to  the  commit- 
tee, or  cast  any  reflection  upon  their  action,  al- 
though I  shall  vote  ?  gainst  the  order  as  it  came 
from  the  Boaid  <f  Aldermen.  The  citv  has  dis- 
posed of  tins  offal  to  one  gentleman  for  $3500, 
upon  which  he  makes  a  net  front  ranging  from 
$25,000  to  $40,000  a  yea l ;  and  the  committee  n?/v- 
ine  it  in  charge  cannot  find  out  ho  v  mucn  profit 
he  makf  s;  or  how  min-h  it  is  wotth.  In  fact,  it  is 
such  an  enig  •>a,tba>  the  Stfpeiihtendent (  f  Health 
cannot  enlighten  the  comm'ttee,  or  make  hem 
believe  that  his  statement  is  true  wiih  regard  to 
the  amount  of  swi'l  sold  1  will  suppo-e  thi"  to 
be  im  V  own  ca<°,  Of  the  <as»  o£  a,nv  memoir  of 
this  Council.  You  have  certain  articles  to  sell, 
and  cut  them  into  the  bauds  ot  avj  ag»mt  to 
dispone  of,  and  he  suo-lets  it  for  $3500,  aid  the 
party  makes  $2500  a  year  upon  it,  to  suppose  it 
comes  to  i.  y  ears  and  I  sk  trow  much  th?  party 
makes,  and'he  says  he  don't  know.  Whv,  «ir,  any 
business  man  would   try  the  experiment  of  seeing 
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vhat  tbe  article  is  worth;  and  we  should  deal 
with  this  ca-e  a-,  vve  do  with  our  o  *  n  pri  a  e  mat- 
ters. Tbe  cha'imaosays  the  suoenotendent  and 
the  committee  oiffei  as  to  the  amourt  of  money 
mace  uoon  this  oatract.  Woat  >ugbt  we  to  do 
under  tbe  circumstonces?  I  think  the  motion  of 
the  gentle jQan  from  >Vard  10  is  the  yroper  one. 
It,  is  said  tbe  committee  migjo  coosider  itun- 
dignified  for  tne  citv  to  go  into  the  busi- 
ness of  selling  swill.  I  don't  so  con- 
sider it.  It  is  a  in  itter  01  economy,  of 
justice  and  right ;  and  it  should  be  don"  tortnree 
or  four  m'uth^  at  least  lor  the  sake  of  finding  o  jt 
what  it  is  wottb,  if  nothing  c'se.  If  it  don't  pay, 
this  01  tbe  next  Cou.  cil  can  give  i  out  by  con- 
tract. It  is  worth  trying  for  tbi  ee  or  four  mooti.s 
and  without  any  reflection  upon  the  cotrmittea. 
Tbe  committee  are  but  the  eyes  and  eais  of  tois 
Council,  and  this  Council  ha*  the  it^h  to  take  the 
natiei  iuto  its  own  bauds.  When  a  committee 
caonot  ei-lierbten  the  Council  I  tbink  the  Council 
tbould  take  steps  to  enlighten  itself. 

Mr.  Kimball— Pernaps  it  is  u.  necessary  to  s&y 
that  m  offering  tbe  amendment  I  intended  co  re- 
flection u-ou  the  •  ommittee  or  any  of  it  •  individu- 
al-member". Were  I  a  member  of  thar  commit- 
tee I  should  bs  glad,uudei  tbe  circumstances— I 
should  ask,  after  wbat  has  been  s<tio  here— that 
instead  of  throwing  „he  resoousibihty  of  sta  ding 
betwe-n  the  city  and  the  contiac  or,  after  the  in- 
tinuations  made  here  and  elsewhere,  I  sbould  ask 
that  we  report  the  proposals  to  the  City  Council. 
As  it  is  now,  any  person  who  feels  aggrieved  can 
go  only  to  the  committee  who  sit  as  judges  upon 
bis  case;  in  the  otner  case  be  could 
come  to  a  higher  couit,  which  is  toe 
whole  Counrii.  Another  reason  I  offer  toe 
amendment  is  this:  One  evening  las'  June  we 
parsed  ao  order  giving  ihe  Committee  on  PiintiLg 
lull  p^wer  to  inase  a  contract  for  tbe  publica  ion 
of  tbe  procee  i'  gs  ot  this  and  ihe  other  branch. 
When  it  came  back  bere,  it  1  lerneaiber  correct  y, 
the  Council  was  somewnat  surprises  rh?t  the  or- 
der gav-  th*-  committee  full  power  to  make  a  con- 
tract. Ce-'-ai  ly  I  at  <;  several  others  sitting  near 
me  >-ttpD03ed  the  order  was  for  the  con  mi ttee  to 
receive  proposals  a  id  report  back  to  this  Council ; 
an  j  I  know  that  unoer  that  ord^r  unusual  pro- 
ceedings were  taken.  Unless  the  subsiitutj  of  the 
gentleman  frrtn  Ward  10  ptevails  I  hope  my 
amendment  will  be.  adopted. 

Mr.  Wiison  of  Ward  12 -Mr.  President,  Imay  be 
excused  for  sayirg  a  word  here,  for  I  have  oeen 
very  much  interested  m  ihe  debate;  because  I 
have  found  tbe  topic  that  will  excite  the  debad'  g 
powers  of  this  Council.  I  have  found  our,  fur- 
thermore, that  tne  fall  of  swill  is  affected  bv  the 
price  of  pork.  I  tnink  that  it  is  a  prettv  good 
cus  om.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  appart.nr,  -hat  the 
success  of  this  contractor  in  past  time  has  been 
because  th«  price  of  pork  has  be- n  bigo. 
Now  suppose" tbe  prK-e  of  pork  goes  aowo,  we  aie 
all  expecting  hard  times  wheo  things  will  touch 
bottom,  then  there  will  not  be  so  mucb  money  m 
this  ■  ontract.  Now,  sii,  wherea  tms  or  ject  by 
the  ordet  introduced  is  all  verv  well,  the  commit- 
tee will  find  toat  in  the  administration  ot  it  it  will 
be  necessary  to  make  minor  contract.'.  I  will  ex- 
plain the  ooint.  The  bog  cmp  is  an  annual  crop,. 
Having  housed  a  <  rop  safely  tne  farmer  who  is 
botnerea  in  gj-itiog  bis  sapplv  <>f  food  is  not 
obliged  to  raise  a  cop  next  year.  Conse- 
quently if  this  matter  is  pa'  up  a  jo  sold  to  those 
v  ho  come  for  it,  met.  who  have  been  t  egularlv  in 
tbe  Business  will  find  ihem«elves  impeded,  not 
hs viog  the  regular  supply.  A  man  «  bo  has  a  cer- 
tain number  of  boarders  must  be  sure  that  he  is 
going  to  receive  a  co  staot  aid  sufficient  supply 
of  food.  Now,  sir,  there  are  men  who  axe  anx- 
ious to  tt  y  experiments  on  this  matter.  There 
was  never  >et  a  season  of  hard  times 
whet  men  did  i  ot  wish  to  tr*  expeii- 
raeats.  If  in  this  case  yo;r  experiment  fails, 
you  have  lost  v our  market  and  you  will  have  to 
give  the  material  away.  Now  the  success  ot  tois 
contractor  has  been  tram  the  (act  in  the  first 
place  tbau  the  price  of  meat  ha*  been  high,  and 
in  che  second  place  that  he  has  successf .  lly  or- 
ganized a  olan  for  tbe  dissemination  and  scatter- 
ing ot  tbis  material,  so  that  the  gentlemen 
who  have  purchased  the  material  have  been 
able  to  receive  it  regularly.  Now  the  com- 
mittee Till  fled  if  itey  go  to  making  con- 
tracts with  these  farmers  that  th^y  w^ll  have 
tae  same  element— th>  ejetract  system— in  the 
business  that  is  now  objected  to.  1  tbink 
the  safest  wav  i*  to  tet  the  men  contract 
for    tbis    material    vho    will    pay    rhe    highest 


price.  Here  is  a  $5000,  $10,000,  or  a  $20,000 
conttact.  There  aie  hundred0  of  contracts  let  by 
committees  of  this  Ci'y  Government  where  there 
is  not  a  word  said.  I  have  in  mmd  one  bridge 
coi  ttact  that  was  lei  out  a  good  many  ypirs  ago 
in  7/hich  the  <  ntire  profit  on  the  bridge  was  great- 
er than  tbe  whole  sum  of  money  received  fot  this 
contract.  Nobody  thought  of  that  becauethey 
did  not  see  it.  This  has  been  brought  *o  light 
and  we  see  it.  Now ,  sir,  there  is  a  lisk  about  this 
that  has  not  been  thought  of.  It  seems  to  be  the 
idea  that  a  large  sum  of  money  vas  made.  Now, 
sir,  the  man  woo  is  willing  toaeal  in  such  a  class 
of  ojafi-tial  sho-ld  make  sonittbiog.  H.«  has  cre- 
ated a  maiket  tor  it  and  I  <?o  not  blame  him  for 
getting  a  good  price  for  itif  h*  can.  I  see  no  rea- 
son why  we  shoulo  dfpart  from  the  system  of 
puttii.g  the  material  up  at  auction  ana  selling 
it  to  the  parties  who  will  give  the  highest 
price.  I  cao  say  that  the  Superinte  dest 
of  Health  defended  this  same  process  of 
disnosug  of  it  and  is  entirely  satisfied 
thar.  there  will  b  obstacles  in  tbe  way  of  the  ad- 
ministradon  ot  this  department  on  this  plan.  It 
may  be  said  it  at  ae  has  an  interest,  in  this  matter. 
I  do  iot  believe  it.  I  believe  that  he  is  interested  . 
in  the  best  w»lfaie  of  'he  city.  I  think  I  can  see 
how  your  markei,  might  be  cut  off,  and  tbeo  you 
would  have  all  t  is  material  to  cait  ou>  of  the  city 
and  throw  overboard.  I  do  really  believe  that 
the  sensible  way  is  for  this  matter  to  be 
oispos°d  of  in  the  same  way  mat  other  oiaterial  is 
dispo  ed  of  by  the  city  ot  Boston— sold  by  a  com- 
mittee io  the  higcet  bidder.  Tnen  let  them  rase 
tbeir  chance  ai  a  get  it  away.  A  thtee-yeats'  con- 
tract gives  a  c-ance  for  loss  for  one  year  at  least, 
and  possibty  tor  two  years,  I  am  not  much  mis- 
taken if  before  the  contract  expires  the  material 
is  not  selling  for  a  price  that  wiJ  not 
pay  very  much  premium  for  the  contract. 
I  have  i  o  interest  in  this  mattei,  and 
I  know  nothing  about  it,  only  what  was  brought 
to  my  attention  the  otoer  evening,  but  I  see  oo 
reason  why  we  should  depart  from  the  old  estab- 
lished principle  of  selling  the  material  to  the 
highi-st  bidder  by  either  auction  or  proposal. 

Mr.  Paiker  of  Ward  14— This  'raven  je  is  wortb 
thr  e  doiiais  a  ccd  for  fertilizing  purposes!  and 
if  fanners  can  buy  it  at  that,  price  it  is  profitable 
to  them.  There  is  no  c anger  toat  in  selling  it  at 
foui  no  la*"s  a  cord  the  city  will  be  caught  with 
anv  upon  its  hands. 

Mr.  Jaquc*  of  Ward  9 — The  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  prefaced  his  remarks  with  a  pleasmg 
little  fliog,  in  which  be  frequently  indulges,  that 
it  is  an  organizeo  debating  societv;  yet  I  have 
noticed  that  he  is  as  ready  as  any  one  to  taks  part 
in  the  debates,  aoa  I  think  there  is  no  other  gen- 
tleman to  whom  i.he  Council  listens  with  so  much 
profit  und  interest.  In  following  up  tbis  matter, 
I  take  not 'he  importance  of  tflis  particular  sub- 
ject, but  the  principle  which  is  in  i'.  At  the  pres- 
ent time,  gentlemen  in  the  Council  aid  the  citi- 
zens of  B<  ston  aie  keenly  aliVe  to  procuring  a  sys- 
tem of  honest  administration  in  our  govcnme'i  t, 
coujied  within  elligeoce  and  economy.  The  faces 
b  ought  out  in  this  debate  excite  our  ttteotiou, 
aoa  I  *m  in  favor  of  the  course  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  10,  substantially  tor  the 
reasons  give  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7 — 
that  we  sbould  try  the  experiment,  and  show  to 
our  satisfaction  whether  toe  co  a  tract  system  in 
this  paittcular  case  ha*  been  successful.  The 
knowledge  aeiived  fiom  that  experiment  may  be 
useful  .nf  rmaiion  in  regard  to  other  contracts. 
I  reeard  it  as  a  subject  of  vitsl  importance,  and 
it  does  not  deserve  to  be  xidieuled  on  account  of 
the  particular  suoje  -t  which  gives  rise  to  it. 

The  yeas  and  i.avs  were  ordered  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Flynn,  auc  tne  substitute  of  Mr.  Sampson  was 
adopter — yeas  39,  navs  20: 

Yeas— Messrs.  A  dersou,Brackett, Burdiit,  Bur- 
gess, Clatke,  Coliins,  Crocker,  Curtis,  Cushing, 
Cu  am  an.  Damon,  Day,  Felt,  Fitzgeraldc  Gold- 
thwait,  Guild,  Harmon,  Hicks,  Hisoock,  Howes, 
Jaques,  Kimball,  Kingsbury,  Leighton,  Lon  g, 
P.ge,  Parker,  Peabody,  Perkins.  Pierce,  Rice, 
Satcpson,  Spratue,  Sweetser,  Thacher,  Train, 
Trull,  Wadsworth,  Willcutt— 39. 

Nays— Messrs.  Barry,  Beat,  Devereux,  Duggan, 
Edwards,  Fitzpatpck,  Flynn,  Hartigan,  Kelley, 
Kiogslev,  i-appen,  Moley,  Moouey,  Murtay,  Noyes, 
Shaw,  Walbriage,  Whitmoie,  Wiiour,  Wilsou — 20. 

Absent  or  not  vod  g — Messrs.  Cawley,  Coyle, 
Morrison,  Osborne,  Power,  bibley,  Smith,  Stacey, 
Waish,  Whitcomb,  Woods— 11. 

The  order  as  amended  was  then  reao  a  second 
time  and  pas  ed.    Sent  up. 
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THE  CITY  CHARTER. 

On  moMon  of  Mr.  Sbaw  of  Ward  5,  the  Council 
took  up  the  special  a-sigoment  for  8.30  o'cIock  P. 
M.,  viz.,  the  resov  s  and  orders  offered  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  draft  of  a  new  city  charter  as 
amended  bv  the  Board  of  Aldem  en  (City  Doc.  50, 
1875). 

Mr.  Shavf  of  Ward  5 — I  notice  io  the  printed  re- 
port of  the  remarks  which  I  mace  tne  other  even- 
ing, that  I  commenced  by  saying,"I  nave  aotcome 
herj  prepared  with  any  naboiate  spech,  and  per- 
haps not  with  a-y  profound  reasoos  for  the  faith 
woich  is  wiihio  me."  That,  sir,  was  the  state  of 
mv  miod  upon  the  knowledge  which  I  had  re- 
ceived, tioin  the  peruapssoa  ewhat  cuisorv|exami- 
nation  of  t  e  com  eon  plated  new  charier.  I  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  Ishouldopooe  it.  I  had  i.ot 
the  the  dataiis  of  the  mattsr  which  I  have  since 
acquired  ;  but  a  very  thorough  examination 
of  the  provisions  of  'he  docume  c  has  nven  me  a 
most  astoni^hiug  result.  I  nave  taken  some  paius 
withiutwo  or  three  days  to  analyze  this  matter, 
and  I  think  the  tatements  which  I  shall  make 
here  toniyht  will  be  sued  as  will  astonib  every 
lne'Bbe"  of  the  Council,  be  (>e  friend  or  foe  of  the 
uew  city  char  er.  The  .acts  which  a  thorough  in- 
vestigation of  this  cha  terhave  brought  >o  my 
mind  are  such  as  are  most  arbit  ary,  am  unprece- 
dented in  any  cny,  towjj  or  village  in  this  country 
which  has  a  city  government  or  even  a 
Iowa-meeting  organization  This  charter  pro- 
vides that  about  ths  whole  business  of- 
the  city  shall  oe  carried  on  bv  commis- 
sions, and  almost  wnolly  without  reference 
to  the  City  Couocil,  and  consaque  t'y  without  any 
referai  ce  to  ine  wants,  wisoes  and  desir-s  of  the 
people.  In  fact,  I  ouly  wonder  that  the  charter 
does  not  provide  for  th-;  appointment  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  and  the  Common  Council 
also,  aad  for  the  adcV.ng  of  ooe  more  section,  as 
follows: 

The  people  have  no  rights  excepcicg  that  they 
she  ll  be  al  owed  the  privilege  o:  paying  taxes. 

Shoul  tms  charter  be  adopted,  the  first  thing 
tobiooe.  l.  my  oom'On,  would  be  to  build  an- 
other City  Hall  at  an  expe  :  se  of  ht.lf  a  million  dol- 
lars, for  the  pi  esbot  one  wo  ilo  not  be  halt  large 
enough,  as  several  of  the  comm'ssions  already 
appointed  havo  taken  ls.rge  and  exp-nuve  rooms 
outside  of  city  hall.  No>»letus  dissect  this  new 
charter  a  little  i a  detail..  It  is  for  that  pnipose 
toat  I  have  risen  here  tonieht.  I  find  on  pai%  28 
provisions  as  follows: 

"Boards  and  Departments.  Stct.  96.  Xheie 
shall  betheroliowi  g  beards  and  d^partmeits  ia 
the  City  Government,  viz. :  The  Loard  of  Educa- 
tion; the  Assessors'  Department;  me  Law  De- 
partment; tne  Police  D-partment;  the  St  eet  De- 
partment; the  Department  of  Biildiogs  aud 
Lanes;  the  Wavi  Department;  the  Healrii  De- 
partment; the  Fire  Depaitmant;  the  Department 
of  Puolic  In«  itutions:  the  Department  of  Over- 
seers of  fi-ePoo  ;  the  City  H.o.?pi<al  Department; 
toe  Public  Library  Department ;  ihe  Department 
of  Public  Grounds;  tue  Board  of  County  Ac- 
counts." 

Ch"  member  of  which  boards  in  chitf,  are  to  be 
apoointed  by  ihe  Mayor,  subject  only  co  -'<ich 
nomiaal  approval  as  I  ieferre.i  to  the  last  time 
this  ma'ter  was  b'-foie  us. 

The  Mayor  his  now  the  appointment  of— 

Three  members  ottbe  Hoard  of  Health, 

'Ihree  member   of  the  Fire  Commission. 

Threi  in  u  bers  of  the  Park  Com  mission, 

Three  men- hers  of   he  License  Commission. 

Three  Registrars  of  Voters. 

And  by  rhe  new  chaiter  U  is  proposed  to  in- 
crease his  anpointing  power  a&  follows: 

Thr^e  Police  Commissio:ers,  new  offr  e. 

Time  Commissioners  on  Buildings  and  Lands, 
new  office. 

Three  Commissioners  on  Public  Grounds,  new 
office. 

One  City  Architect,  new  office, 

One  City  Solicnor,  now  elective  by  the  concur- 
rent vott  of  the  two  branches  of  the  City  Council. 
(See  City  Ordinances,  p.  480.) 

O  se  City  Surveyor,  elective  as  above.  (See  City 
Ord.,p  152.) 

Oi.e  Superintendent  of  Streets, elective  as  above. 
(See  City  Ord.,  p.  151). 

One  Superii.t5iioe<  t  of  Seweis,  elective  as 
above.    (See  City  Ord.,  p.  151.) 

One  Ci  y  Surveyor,  i-lectivi  as  above.  (See  City 
Ord.,  p.  176.) 

©  e  Superintendent  of  Lamps,  now  appointed 
by  Mavor  and  Aldermeu.    (See   City  Ord.,  p.  423.) 


One  Superintendent  of  Ferries,  now  chosen  by 
Board  of  Directors.    (See  Mu-icioal  Register.) 

Five  Chief  Assesscis,  now  elective  by  the  concur- 
red! vote  of  the  t*o  branches  of  ihe  City  Council. 
See  City  Ordinances,  page  688. 

Thn  ty-th'ee  Fir^t  Assistant  Assessors  and  thir- 
ty-three S-coid  Assi.-tani  Assessors,  to  be  apooint- 
ed by  the  Assessors,— all  of  wnom  are  now  elective 
by  the  two  banches,  as  above.  (See  City  Ordi- 
nances, pages  688,  689.) 

T»entv-one  Supsi  ntendents  of  Bridges,  one 
of  whom  is  now  appointed  by  the  Joiot  Com  aiictee 
oil  Haibors;  twelve  ac  least  are  elective  by  the 
Council,  as  rbove,  and  the  remaining  eight  are 
elected  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  (See  Munici- 
pal Register,  pages  88,  89,  90,  91.) 

Six  Directors  of  Puolic  Institutions  (now  con- 
sisting of  twelve  persons),  and  elective  by  the 
concurrent  vote  of  ths  two  nranches.  (Ses  City 
Ordinances,  pages  359  and  400.) 

Six  Over-eers  of  the  Poor  (now  consisting  of 
twelve),  elective  as  above.  (See  City  Ordinances, 
page  479.) 

Six  Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital  (now  consist- 
ing of  rune),  elective  as  above.  (See  City  Ordi- 
nance*, page  359.) 

Six  Trustees  ot  the  Public  Librarv(now  consist- 
ing of  nine)  and  elective  as  above.  (See  City  Ord., 
431.) 

Three  members  of  the  Water  Board  (tow  consist- 
ing, Cochitaate  of  s  vea  and  Mvstic  of  five).  (See 
City  Ord.,  p.728,  and  acts  of  Leg.  or  1861,  chap.  105.) 

Two  CoBmissiooers  of  the  Sinking  Fund,nosv 
elective  by  the  concurrent  vote  of  tne  two 
branches.    (See  City  Ord.,  p.  20.) 

Three  Commissioners  on  Streets,  now  elective 
by  the  people. 

Fifteen  members  of  Board  of  Education,  by 
statute  law  parsed  by  the.  Legislature  ot  1875. 
Consis  s  of  twenty-four  persons  elective  at  large 
by  the  people. 

Oae  rumored  and  eight  Inspectors  ot  Elections, 
to  consist  of  three  from  each  ward;  the  city  to  be 
divided  into  thirty-six  wards  by  the  provision  of 
the  p  oposed  charter,  who  are  now  elective  by  the 
people. 

Now.  sir,  we  have  the  summing  up  of  what  may 
be  called  some  minor  officer?.  From  page  58  of 
the  proposed  charter  (section  202)  we  rrad  as  fol- 
lows, under  the  he  iO  of  other  officers : 

"Sect.  202.  The  Mayor,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Boaid  of  Aldermen,  snail  appoint  from  time 
to  time,  for  a  term  of  one  vear,  such  and  so  mauy 
of  the  fo.lowing-named  officers  as  he  may  judge 
necessary  for  the  public  convenience,  namely 
(against  wh.ch  I  have  placed  tbs  authority  by 
which  they  are  now  chosen): 

Now  chosen  by     Chosen  by 
Mayor  and  City 

Aldermen.         Council. 

Measurers  of  grain 1 

Surveyors   of  marble,   soapstone 

and  freestone 1 

Measurers  of  upp  _r  leather (j 

Inspectors  of  lime 1 

Weighers  o£  coal 1 

Measurers  of  wood  and  bark 31 

Viewers  and  cullers  of  wood  and 

staves 1 

Fence  viewers 11 

Field  drivers  and  pound  keepers.        ..  28 

40  41 

*    *    *    and  they  may  be  removed  at  the  pleas- 
ure of  the  Mayor." 
And  the  following  pieseut  city  officers: 

Now  chosen  by     Chosen  by 
Mayor   and  City 
Aldermen.        Council. 
Inspectors  and  weighers  of  bun- 
dle hay 16 

Superintendent  of  hay  scales 8 

Inspectors.of  petroleum  and  coal 

oils...     2 

Sealers  of  weights  and  measures.         2  . : 

Weighers     and      inspectors     of 
lighters 4 

28  4 

—these  are  to  be  disposed  of  by  the  proposed  "Po- 
lice Commissioners"  as  follows: 

"Sect.  133.  The  captain  ot  the  division  ot  the 
police  force  assigned  by  the  commi'sioneis  for 
duty  in  the  haroor  of  Boston  shall  have  and  txer- 
ci-'e  a'l  the  powers,  and  perform  all  the  duties, 
prescribed  for  the  Harbor  Master  by  law  and  the 
odinantses  of  the  city  ;  but  he  shall  not  be  required 
to  give  bond. 

This  is  a  letting  up. 

Sect.  134.  The  Commissioners  of  Police  shall 
nominate  annually  to  the  Mayor,  for  appointment 
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by  him,  one  or  more  persons  to  be  sealers  of 
Wrights  and  measu  es,  a>  d  the  Cuy  Council  shall 
fix  their  compensation ;  iid  they  may  he  removed 
by  the  Mayor,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the 
co  m  a  issioters. 

Sect.  135.  The  Commissioners  of  Police  shall 
noainace  annually  to  the  Mayor,  for  appoint- 
ment by  him,  such  Dumber  or  eonpatent  nervous 
a*  the  City  Council  may  prescribe,  to  be  superin- 
tendent of  public  scales  aioo  weighers  of  n  iy  ;  the 
City  Council  sna'l,frorn  time  to  time,  fix  the  cora- 
pensation  of  su"h  officers,  and  the  rates  to  be 
charged  for  weighing  bay,  s-raw,  coal  and  other 
articles,  acd  said  superintenrlents  may  be  le- 
m<>ved  bv  the  Mayor,  upon  the  recommendation 
ot  the  commissioners. 

It  will  ce  vsrv  plainly  seen  by  the  co>  c'udiog: 
senter.ce  of  section  202,  that  tae  list  of  officers  last 
namea  by  me  "may  be  removed  at  the  pleasure  of 
thf.  Mayor"  ;  and  cy  section  46  as  follows:  "Io  all 
cases  »heiein  appointments  to  office  ate  oirected 
bv  law  to  be  mace  bv  the  M.yor  snd  Aldermen, 
they  shall  be  made  by  the  Mayor,*wiih  the  approv- 
al of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  such  officers 
may  be  removed  by  the  Mayor."  Ignoring-  com- 
pletely the  honoiable  Boaro  of  Aide  i  in -n  aj  we  of 
the  Cuuucil  w  are  ignored,  as  to  the  el-ction  ot  the 
officers  1  have  meotioi  ed,  tbu ,  giving  <o  the 
Mayor  the  powi-r  o  remove  at  his  p<easure  about 
fifty  officers,  who  have  been  etecied  by  the  con- 
cu."iei>t  vote  of  toe  two  branches,  wi  hout  any  re- 
gard o  the  body  wnich  elected  ihem;  and  about 
seventy-five  officers  appoin tea  bv  the  Mayor  aDd 
Aldermen  removed  bv  the  Mayor  without  regard 
to  the  B  iard  of  Aldermen. 

Sho  vmg  the  grand  toiai  to  be  as  follows: 
Commissioners  already  appointed  by  the  Mayor —    15 
Superintendent  ot   Bridges,  now  appointed  by  the 

Joint  Committee  on  Harbor 1 

The  City  Architect  (new  office) 1 

Superintendent  of  Ferries,  to  be  appointed  by  the 

Mayor  should  the  chwruer  be  adopted 1 

The  several  officers  now  chosen  by  the  Mayor  and 

Aid  ermen 77 

The  several  officers  now  elective  by  the  concurrent 

vote  of  the  two  branches  of  the  City  Council 162 

The    Commissioners   on  Police,  Public    Buildings 

and  Lands,  and  on  Public  Grounds  as  proposed, 

(new) 9 

The  s-everai  officers,  say  Inspectors  of  Elections, 

Board  ot  Education  and  Street  Comm  ission  ers,now 

elective  by  the  people 126 

\  Total 392 

To  say  nothing  of  60  u  dertakers,  137  con -tables 
ard  other  officials,  who  would  depend  for  bread 
and  b  jtter  on  the  will  or  caprice  of  toe  Mayor 
holding  office  under  Che  proposed  new  charter, 
making  L.  all  about  600  a.  en.  Who  wouldn't  be 
king,  with  all  this  p'enitude  of  power  and  patron- 
age !    Have  the  people  any  rights? 

Mr.  President,  I  undertake  to  sav  t'aat  there  is 
do  i  icy  witaiu  the  limits  cf  this  free  republic  of 
ouis  which  would  wllow  such  arbitrary  powers  as 
are  contaiaed  in  this  document.  It  is  the  most 
as  omshing  thing  which  in  my  brief  reaoirg  ot 
the  Hist  ry  of  this  ana  other  cities  1  have  ever 
heard  of.  lam  astonished  that  it  soonM  have 
jione  so  far  as  it,  has  gone — that  it  should  have 
gone  through  the  honorable  Board  of  Aldeimen; 
but  I  don't  propose  to  criticise  their  actiur,  for  I 
have  no  right  to  do  it.  I  am  surprised  that  after 
weeks  of  examination  of  this  auttei  obey  should 
not  have  discovered  soi.e  of  the  little  racsl  have 
discove  ed,  and  brought  them  before  the  public. 
Because,  Mr.  President,  two  yea'  s  ago  or  more  an 
bou'rable  commission  was  ippointed  bv  the  City 
Council  to  prepare  a  tew  city  cnarter.  That  com- 
mission, consistiig  of  eminent  gentlemen,  has 
labored,  I  have  no  doubt,  industriously,  and  they 
have  bi  ought  forth  this  document.  Ttie  Docu- 
ment, I  believe,  was  reftrred  to  a  joint  committee 
of  the  Ci  y  Councd.  After  a  long  aod  te- 
dious examination  of  the  matter  it  was  passed 
in  the  Boaro  of  Aldermen,  after  b*-ing  by  them 
amended,  at>d  now  comes  to  us  in  City  Document 
No.  5",  and  we  are  asked  io  pass  it  New.  sir, 
after  having;  tone  thiough  the  lamifi cations  I 
have  mentioned,  it  is  not  right,  just  or  proper  for 
us  in  justice  to  our-elves  or  to  otii  constituents  to 
stand  here  aid  vote  yes  or  co  upon  that  charter 
without  giving  some  reaso  s  upon  the  ons*  si<  e  or 
the  ether.  I  Have  therefore  ta^en  this  means  of 
calling  attention  to  this  unprecedented  prop*  si- 
tioo  in  order  ihat  the  peoplp  may  know  that  their 
rights  aie  to  be  icvadedio  this  arbitrary  man  er: 
orrather,sir,thatthepeople,in  whom  thev  have  had 
confidence  heietofore  and  VKtom  thev  have  chosen 
to  represent  Ui°m  in  the  City  Council  are  no  a  ore 
to  be  eousidereo ,  but  that  all  the  business  of  tnis 


great  city,  with  its  three  hundred  and  seventy-odd 
tbousami  inhabitants,  is  to  be  carried  on  by  a  few 
boards  >f  commissioners,  it  may  be,  and  whose 
patronage  extends  not  only  to  392  or  500, 
but  to  thousands  upon  thousands  of  our  citizens. 
Let  the  Mayor  exercise  his  prerogative  by  the 
appointment  i  which  are  contemplated  here,  and, 
as  I  asked  before,  who  would  not  be  king-?  He 
may  perpetuate  his  hold  upon  the  office  for  years 
and  years  untd  death  snail  take  him  away,  if  he 
see  fit. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  would  ask  the  quef  tion— 
it  may  be  at  the  expense  of  repetition,  out  it  oc- 
curred to  me  iodav  while,  I  was  getting  up  toese 
figures:  a  sim pi?  proposal  like  this;  let  me  make 
it  heie; — I  would  ask  what  cuy  or  town  upon  this 
cor  rnent  within  rhe  limits  of  thi=  free  lepublic 
would  allow  such  ai  bitrary  powers  as  are 
contetnpl* ted  in  this  document?  What  would 
become  of  the  president  of  ihe  French  Re- 
public even  order  such  a  proposition?  Rev- 
olu.ionary  France  !  wtat  would  she  do? 
Woar  would  Pa.is  do  with  such  a  propo-itioa? 
Show  me  a  parallel  in  French  history,  I 
bad  almost  said  io  the  history  of  any  arbitrary 
government  o;  of  any  monarchy.  What  woulJ 
have  been  none  in  imperial  Rome  in  her  palmy 
days?  If  such  a  proposition  nacl  been  maoe  to 
them,  their  sovereign  would  nave  been  driven 
from  bis  throne  by  the  people.  Let  us  think  for  a 
moment,  Mr.  Piesidenr;  let  tire  peoole  think — 
and  I  am  saying  >»hat  I  say  he  e  this  even- 
ing that  it  may  go  before  the  people  as 
w-llus,  I  trust,  be  of  some  service  in  inform- 
ing some  parties  who  have  not  hac,  time, as  I  have 
had,  to  i<  vestigate  this  mattei. 

Mr.  Presides »,  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  say  any 
more.  I  oolv  desire  that  the  people  soatl  under- 
stand what  is  to  be  done  wit!  their  rignts — the 
ri._>his  which  they  we.e  born  io  enjoy,  and  have 
enjoyed  ever  since  this  city  charter  of  ours  was 
gr-nteo,  for  tiftv  vears.  It -is  proposed  substan- 
tial, y  to  taae  away  all  those  rights  mo  /.lace  the  in 
in  the  hands  of  a  few  inoividuaie,  who  may  exer- 
cise the  power  they  possess  almosr  ai  bitrarily, 
at  an  expense  wnich  will  double  the  city's  ex- 
penses. To' re  is  not  th.-.  check  upon  these  com- 
missions chat  the>e>  i<  heie  la  this  Council  cham- 
ber or  in  th-  other  braai  h.  Check  is  cot  al'owed, 
or  rather  they  do  not  allow  it.  I  will  not  in- 
clude every  commi  sion.  You  win  see,  sir,  that 
there  are  two  or  three  commissions  «(hose  ooors 
are  closed,  ami  miles-  vou  are  in  beautiful  form 
eot  up,  you  cannot  enter  ttern.  Idonotmeac  to 
say  it  of  all.  I  want  to  speak  of  one  commission 
which  exists — the  Commission  on  St  eets.  If 
there  ever  was  a  commission  appointed  which 
does  justice  ro  the  people  and  to  the 
commission  itself,  it  is  the  Commission  on  Streets, 
but  this  is  the  only  one  elected  by  the  peopl-. 
There  i«  one  other  commission  of'  which  I  am 
bound  to  speck  hei  e  for  seve  al  reasons,  ar>d  ihat 
is  tb<-  Fire  Commission.  The  Fire  Commission  has 
done  in  my  judgment  a  great  otai  of  good.  At 
the  time  that  commission  was  appoiote  i,  taere 
was  tin  absolute  necessity  for  rt.  The  city  had  al- 
most been  destroyed.  A  veiy  large  amount  of  loss 
was  incurred,  and  it  »as  necessary  that  the  city 
should  expe  id  a  g'leat  deal  of  money  to  make 
good  th  t  loss,  eveo  to  thi  neighboring 
towua  for  fire  apparatus.  They  did  well. 
That  cornmrssion  should  now,  sir,  curb  its 
expenditure:;.  I  thi  >k  they  are  doing  what  tbey 
ought  to  do  and  what  they  mean  ro  rlo  in  that  di- 
rection. N"W,  sir,  there  is  another  commission 
and  that  is  rue  Commission  upon  Health;  a<  d  I 
am  speaking  plainly,  sir,  1  speak  what  I  believe  to 
be  true,  and  I  ihink  I  iiave  the  voice  of  the  peo- 
ple wi'b  me.  I  should  pre'ertogo  back  to  where 
we  were  with  Mr.  Forristall  at  the  head  of  that  de- 
partment auo  with  Dr.  Green  ihe  City  Physician, 
and  save  all  than  $25,000  or  $30,000  wnarever 
mav  be  the  cost  of  that  co  <  mission,  and 
hava  the  fcasiness  as  I  believe,  better  done- 
There  are  cwo  other  commissions  ihat  are 
now  experimenting.  One  is  the  License  Commis- 
sion, acd  ihe  other  ttaa  Park  Commission.  Of 
these  two  I  h*  ve  nothi  ag  to  say,  because  they  are 
simply  vi/gius  in  the  race.  But,  «ir,  I  speak  gen- 
erally up^n  '•btj  pritciple.  I  do  oof  meao  to  cast 
a  reflsccioa  upon  anybody  io  any  extert.  I  speak 
with  emphasis ;  perhaps"  it  is  my  habit  or  my  cus- 
tom; but  I  speak  from  a  long  exammat.on  of 
these  matters,  and  I  speak  from  some  consider- 
able experience  in  several  of  them.  I  say 
ag;aiD— and  I  am  to  be  excused  for  saying 
it  — that  I  be  ieve  the  people  of  Bost  n, 
more    than    three    to    one,    should    we   submit 
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this  charter  or  anything  lite  it  to  taem,  would 
vote  it  do  *n;  and  I  believe  this  Council,  if  tha 
vote  be  oaken  tooight,  wiH  vote  it  dowa  by  a  vote 
of  more'tha<  two  to  one.  I  hope  that  sucd  will  be 
the  case.  I  hwe  no  feelings  against  anybony  in 
this  macter,  oi  have  I  a^\  fe^licgs  in  favor  of 
anyone.  Isp  akwbat  I  believe  to  be  the  tone 
and  i  be  voice  of  tbe  people,  and  I  believe  rhat  the 
peorle  *i  1  support  me  >n  mv  vote  and  will  stand 
by  every  gentleman  at  this  board  who  votes 
against  it  and  in  favor  cf  ta?.  adoption  of  tbe  sub- 
stitute rfferftd  by  the  gentleman  from  W<;rd4. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7 — As  a  member  of  tbe 
coi  tmttee  to  whom  this  matter  was  erven  in 
chaige,  it  would  seem  prope  ,  pernaps,  ihat  1 
sbouli  say  a  word  or  t»nuoon  this  quesrion  as 
the  otber  a  embeis  have  already  spoken  upou  it. 
lam  very  glad  tbat  this  question  nas  gireu  rise 
to  so  much  debate  io  the  Council.  It  will  do  a 
great  real  of  good  ever  if  we  accomplish  oorbing 
else  than  cbat.  In  likening  to  fre  arguments  on 
the  oae  side  ar»d  on  the  other,  woile  I  can  oot,  sir, 
go  to  the  extreme  leng  h  ti-at  some  gentlerne>  go 
m  advocating  the  passage  of  tu-s  ordT,  neither 
can  I  go  to  the  other  extreme  with  those  who 
totally  oppose  it.  This  City  Government  is 
not,  in  my  opinion,  as  one  of  the  mem- 
bers has  sain,  a  legislative  aod  executive  body 
that  should  be  divioed.  It  :s  a  corporation. 
The  seco ad  section  of  the  proposed  charter,  and 
also  or  .he  old  charter,  ueSnes  what  it  is.  We 
are  an  executiv  body.  We  exercise  the  came 
f  u  ctioi  so  far  as  ve  are  a  legislative  body  that 
towns  and  cities  are  allowed  under  the  provisioos 
of  '  he  G  m  ral  Statutes.  Aran,  from  tbat  we  are 
a  purely  executive  and  business  body.  The  argu- 
ment of  tt  e  gentle  nan  from  Ward  10  was  a  very 
able  o  e,  bu  I  certainly  shoold  not  agree  with 
hi i  upon  his  ideas  as  to  what  tne  City  Govern- 
ment should  be  and  as  to  the  reparation  of 
the  executive  and  tne  legislative  bra  ch  of  the 
so-called  City  Gov-rnment.  I  believe  we 
are  an  execu  lve  bo,y,  and  tbat  is  the 
character  of  tbe  greater  part  of  the  « oris  we 
are  caller  upon  to  perform.  Now,  every  oos  here 
will  agre  -  with  me  that  the  purest  form  of  gov- 
ernment ws  have  is  our  to  vq  gov«-rnment;  and 
our  town  government  is  the  purest  kind  of  democ- 
racy whico  can  be  found  anywhere.  Ds  Tocque- 
vil'e,  «■  ho  has  been  referred*  to  by  my  friend  from 
Ward  11,  ant  s»bo  seemeo  to  be  gifted  with  proph- 
ecy in  speaking  of  it,  saio  that  if  here  was  one 
thing  n  ore  than  any  other  that  v/ould  tend  to 
keep  alive  the  repuD  ican  form  of  gov  rnmeot  or 
the  democracy  of  the  Uniied  States  it  Was  the 
town  govert  menc,  »  hern  every  man  staods  equal; 
wh^re  the  rich  man  and  the  poor  man  act  side  by 
side  an. i  take  an  i  ter<-st  in  tbe  affairs  of  Govern- 
ment. The\  all  turned  out  anj  took  part,  in  it  in 
New  E  iland;  especially  it  advauc  d  that  spirit  of 
independence  for  which  New  E  gland  was  re- 
markable in  comparison  vitu  people  of  otber 
portio  :  s  of  the  United  States.  1  say,  sir,  that  if 
there  is  anvthi  g  tr>at  i«  going  to  destroy  onr  re- 
publican force  of  government,  it  is  the  aggregation 
of  people  into  'age  cities.  Ana  wbv?  Simply 
this,  si  :  because  large  cities,  aggr-  gating 
papulation,  also  aegre?at°  wealth.  Wealth 
wants  to  get  into  larger  cities.  You  notice  it  in 
Boston  ar  d  New  York.  A  class  of  people  spring 
up  m  tne  commanity  who  are  so  tak<  n  up  with 
busin-  ss  concerns,  wbo  are  .  o  taken  up  with  the 
accumulation  of  a  fortune,  that  they  have  no 
time  to  devoie  to  the  mtere-ts  of  tt  e  town.  And 
whatistbeconsequet.ee?  That  those  who  have 
notning  to  lose  and  everything  to  gain  be  'Otoe 
prominent  in  p<"  litics.  Those  who  are  really  crirni- 
nai<-  in  politics  are  those  men  who  are  rich  and 
Wc-alihy  and  should  tafee  part  in  political  affa'rs 
but  abstain.  The?  do  not  rake  any  part  in  the 
politico  of  the  city  in  which  rhey  live;  aud 
as  a  corsequeuce,  what  do  they  do?  In  seeking 
to  avoid  being  govtmed  by  a  certain  class  of 
voters  in  the  com  nunity.  they  tun  to  the  opposite 
extreme  of  centralization  and  put  the  power  into 
tb*  hands  of  souuebody  who  will  guara  tee  to 
them  perfect  tt  anquillit^  and  ease ;  and  so  they  go 
from  o  e  extreme  to  another.  In  the  town  meet- 
ing tveryboov  takes  an  interest,  and  toe  rich  and 
poo>  meet  on  equal  pro  aod.  They  are  alive  to  every 
advantage  of  a  republican  fo.m  of  government 
Now,  sir,  it  we  could  have  a  to»n  goveromentit 
would  be  the  best ;  but  we  cannot  have  lr.  There 
is  no  hall  or  builjing  larpe  enough  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  as  a  necessity  the  ciry  of  Boston  and 
other  l?ree  cities  of  tbe  Unteu  States  ha  ve  to  le- 
sort  to  a  repr  sentative  form  of  Governmeat,  and 
delegate  to  certain  persons  the  powers  which  pri- 


marily belong  to  them.  Now  the  city  of  Boston 
proposes  to  have  a  new  charter,  and  it  seems  fo 
me  that  the  question  now  is  this:  Is  it  expedient 
at  this  time?  thr  form  of  charter  such  as  is  uro- 
posed ;  is  it  expedient  to  have  co  omissions? 
ano  it  expedient  to  have  commissions,  is  it  expedi- 
ent that  the  persons  wbo  shall  be  member?  of 
these  several  commissior  s  shall  be  appointed  oy 
the  Executive;  thati?,  by  the  Mayo-;  or  shall 
they  be  elected  by  the  representatives  of  the  whole 
peoiJe  like  the  Mayor,  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
ana  the  Common  Council?  Thai  seems  to  me  to 
b*- tne  question  tor  us  to  consider.  Now,  sir,  if 
tbe  Hcembers  of  the  Council  will  read  over 
the  charter  they  will  find  that  so  tar  as 
the  election  of  the  City  Clerk  is  cooc-rnea, 
so  far  as  the  election  of  the  Auditor  is  concerned, 
so  far  as  the  election  ot  tbe  Collector  of  faxes  is 
concerned,  it  is  but  a  tianscript,  as  you  might  say, 
of  rhe  present  city  charter.  The  power  of  election 
is  ail  provided  f<>r.  The  An  itor  ot  Accounts  and 
the  whole  of  this  department  exist  to :> ay,  aod  in 
fact  it  seems  to  me  chat  the  question  in  view  of 
this  charter  is  as  to  the  maimer  ot  their  elec- 
tion. Firrt  --  Wbeti  e>  it  is  expedie  t  to 
incorporate  it  into  the  form  proposed ;  aod 
secondly,  whether  it  is  expedient  that  these  peo- 
ple should  be  nominateo  by  the  Mayor  and  con-, 
firmed  by  the  Ciiy  Council,  it  seems  to  m?,  sir, 
tbat  tbt.  conomirsioners  *bo  formed  th's  order 
too  i  the  feeb'ngs  of  the  parsons  who  w  re  opposed 
altogethei  to  commissions.  Now  if  those  who  are 
opposed  to  commissions  woula  look  over  the  cnar- 
ter.  they  would  fu  d  that  so  far  r.s  the  establish- 
ment of  comxissioi'S  is  concerned,  everything 
relating  to  it  exists  in  our  citychater.  Only 
it  seeo  s  to  me  that  ihe  division  of  the 
powers  granted  to  the  several  commissioners 
is  mote  judicious  and  is  better  in  the  new  city 
charter  than  m  the  old.  Take,  for  instance,  what 
is  today  called  the  Street  Commission.  In  the 
draft  adooted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  they 
were  ca'led  Stieet  Commissioners;  in  the  draft 
oriiinilly  reported  bv  the  cotnmisaoo  they  were 
called  the  Board  of  Pab'ic  Worus.  They  have  the 
power  which  every  om  will  at  once  coi. cede  tney 
ought  to  have,  and  that  is  this:  The  new 
city  charter  proposes  that  they  shall  hav<*iiot 
oniytbe  control  of  the  st  eecs,  but  also  ot  the 
sewers  acd  the  lamps  that  belong  to  it.  Now  that 
is  but  just  aud  proper.  That  la  a  mattet  of  econ- 
omy for  the  city.  It  is  but  right  that  one  depart- 
ment should  have  control  of  everything  relating 
to  the  streets,  and  the  new  charter  gives  it 
so.  Nooody  will  ooubt  that  th£re  is  per- 
haps a  necessity  for  a.  Police  Commission.  I 
can  s-e  very  w,  11  wnere  this  Police  Commis- 
sion could  be  used  in  connection  with  the 
license  law.  We  have  a  police  under  the 
license  law  yho  have  very  little  to  do.  I  voted  to 
pay  a  very  liige  salaiy  to  the  .Police  Co  &  mission- 
ed. I  see  my  friend  from  Ward  16  ir.  smiling  at 
me,  and  sees  that  I  have  been  mistaken  Ican 
easily  see  how  these  commissioners  could  have 
control  ot  the  police  and  do  tbe  whole  «f  it,  and 
that  expense  could  be  saveo  to  the  city.  I  can  see 
where  a  Water  Commissioner  would  be  of  great 
use.  Hut  the  propose!  citv  charter  scarcely  con- 
tains anything  that  the  new  city  cnarter 
does  not,  excepting  in  tbe  division  of  the 
powers  which  ate  granted  to  some  of  the 
commisioos,  I  think  for  the  better.  Now  tha 
chief  question,  I  think,  and  that  which  is  troubling 
the  minds  of  a  j-reat  many  pt-ople  aud  i«  the  cause 
of  great  anxiety  to  a  "large  number,  is  tbat 
the  new  city  ctra'ter  goes  further  than  the  present 
charter  in  this,  that  it  takes  from  ihe  Council  tbe 
appoiu  ting  power,  or  the  appointment  of  those 
men  who  are.  to  perform  this  commission  v^ork, 
ano,  places  it  in  the  bands  of  tbe  Executive  of 
the  C'ty.  The  reason  urged  for  that  is  that 
somebooy  should  be  responsible  for  these  ap- 
pointees to  offlc>- ;  that  the  Ciiy  Council,  as  ihe 
gentlemen  from  Ward  9  said,  have  a  feeling  that 
tne  nomination  of  John  Brown  instead  or  John 
Jones  for  any  position  on  these  commissions 
would  oiobably  depend  upon  whether  my  fuend 
to  the  right  or  to  the  left  rose  up  and  first  caught 
the    President's    ^ye,  ad    offered  a  motion  that 

Messrs.  ,  with   as   many  as    the    Board   of 

Aloermen  might  join,  be  a  commit  ee  to  nomi- 
nae  a  Stieee  Commissioner .  The  object  sought  by 
tb*  commissioners  w<««  to  ptovide  that  some  man 
should  be  responsible  for  t  :■  e  appoinr  ment  of  these 
officers,  and  they  der.idea  that  thar  mar  should  ba 
tbe  Mayor.  The  gentlsmat  from  Ward  10,  in  his 
very  able  argument,  has  a  plea  for  the  division  of 
the  consideration  of  the  legislative  and  the  Ex- 
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ecutive  which,  if  he  has  coosidered  the  way  in 
which  the  Government  should  be  carried  on,  was 
a  very  abie  pi  a  —That  the  Executive  should  have 
the  appointment  of  toese  me..,  ana  toat  the  legis- 
lative should  take  care  of  itself,  and  that  we 
should  follow  the  model  of  the  United  States 
Government.  W  II,  sir,  that  is  a  tiring  I  have 
thought  very  seriously  of  myself.  I  had  my 
grave  doubts  abfut  it.  But,  sir,  when  the 
gentleman  from  Waid  10  spoke  about  the  separa- 
tion of  the  executive  ard  the  legislative,  and  the 
appoi :  tment  of  these  persons  by  the  Chief  Exec- 
utive af  ier  the  manner  of  the.  President  at  Wash- 
ingtoo,  a  serious  douot  as  to  the  advisability  of 
that course  came  into  mv  mnd,  and  tn=s  reasons 
that  will  guiue  me  in  voting  against  the  appoint- 
ment by  tnt  Mayor  of  anv  of  these  com  a  issi  .as, 
though  I  should  tav.u  cjmmissions  where  they 
are  n-e~ed,  and  shall  favor  thcin,  are  these:  In 
the  Umt°d  States  Government,  in  the  model 
w  dch  we  ha"su  copied,  th-re  is  not  a  member  of 
thio  Council  that  ^i'l  not  acknowledge  that  the 
mos<  corrupting  influences  todaj  in  our 
politics  is  thac  which  packs  caucuses  and  rolls 
logs  and  lays  pipes.  I  oat  is  a  terrible  influence 
wh^ch  the  admi.  istrstion,  be  it  Democratic  oc  Re- 
publican, can  exercise  at  any  el-etion,  State  or 
national,  in  oui  Government  today.  The  evil  is 
gro  viog  day  by  day  until  *e  do  dot  know  wh*re  it 
is  going  to  cease.  Some  40,000  or  50,000  men  ap- 
pointed by  the  Coief  Executive  at  Washington,  as 
the  gentleman  said,  fiom  the  highest  prime  min- 
ister dowu  to  the  humb;est  lerter-cainer- 
Wculd  be  an  army  iuteivsteJ  m  carrying 
on  the  administration  in  tne  way  of  filling 
caucuses  or  helping  eilong  a  State  or  national 
election.  How  nuch  more  dangeious  would  they 
beina  Municipal  Government  like  ours,  where 
ths  field  is  limited,  where  the  number  of  appoiot- 
m  ms  is  large,  ana  where,  inaidition  to  all  that 
the  ch  .rter  propose-,  the  persous  who  are  to  con- 
trol th-  electio  ,  the  inspect ois  and  clerks  are  to 
h*  appointed  by  that  s«me  Executive,  three  from 
eacn  ward  ot  the  city.  Gentlbmeo  will  oeihaps 
sav  10  me  that  that  thiog  cannot  happen;  that 
it  is  au  utter  impossibib'ty.  I  tell  you, 
sir,  that  this  plan  affoids  a  great  op- 
portunity, ana  it  is  just  as  likely  to  be 
productive  of  evil  as  of  good.  Tbe  B  .ard  of  Altter- 
meu  and  the  Common  Couacil  ?re  just  as  compe- 
tent Bus  anybody  else  to  select  competent  mtn.  I 
have  no  ooubt  we  may  agaio  have  a  Chief  Execu- 
tive, as  a  gent  eman  has  sail  we  have  nad,  com- 
pared with  whom  the  City  Council  or  the  Board 
ot  ildermeu  would  be  far  more  competent  to  se- 
lect men  for  all  these  commissions.  "VW  have  had 
some  surh  men  here,  i  he  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  says  he  can  recollect  the  time,  aod  I 
have  no  coubt  manv  others  can  recollect 
it.  We  may  have  them  again.  This  cen- 
tralization ot  power  ano  pat  otagd  in  the 
hands  of  on*  person,  whether  m  a  natioi.al.  State 
or  municipal  government,  can  be  productive  of 
nothing  but  evil  inr.iead  of  good.  I  know  people 
will  say  that  we  will  secure  more  honest  peisous. 
Now,  si i,  I  would  iathertru>t  the  average  hon- 
esty ot  a  Board  of  Aldermen  s&lected  from  the 
same  constituency  as  the  Mayor,  precisely,  and 
the  average  honesty  of  a  Council  that  comes 
somewhat  •  earer  tbe  oeopie.  I  «  ould  rather  trust 
the  aveiage  honesty  ot  two  ruch  bodies  in 
the  long  run  than  to  trust  my  fortune 
in  the  hands  of  any  one  person,  I  care 
not  bow  g»eat  or  now  good  he  may  be. 
lhj  oeo oie  say  there  must  be  some  responsibility 
somewhere.  Weil  now,  sir,  who  can  vou  blame? 
If  I  appoint  a  man  tomorrow  who  comes  to  me 
with  toe  highest  recommendation,  whom  every- 
bodv  indorses  as  beiog  hone.-t.  against  whose 
Character  nobody  can  say  ought,  and  in  the  course 
ot  three  n  on  ths  in  his  official  capacity  in  City 
Hall  he  provta  lecreant  to  his  trust,  and  steals, 
or  does  something  else,  who  can  be  blamed?  You 
ce'tainly  cann  t  blame  the  Ma>oi  who  ap- 
points him.  He  says,  "I  have  investigat- 
ed that  man's  character,  and  up  to  now 
he  never  committed  anv  wrong."  He  wsis 
tried  ad  found  wantu g.  No  more  could 
you  blame  him  who  selected  Judas.  He  was  tried 
and  found  wanting,  and  that  is  all  that  cau  be 
said  about  him.  You  av  the  Mayor  must  be  re- 
sponsible for  this  man;  but  you  cannot  tiod  any 
fault.  The  only  thing  you  can  do  when  be  is 
gjiltv  of  malfeasance  in  business  is  to  turn  him 
out  and  the  Board  of  Aldermen  ana  Common 
Council  will  be  just  as  ready  to  turn  out  a  man 
untrue  and  uc faithful  to  his  tiust  as  any  man 
who  stands  as  the  Chief  Executive  of  this  city. 


Tbe  idea  that  is  incorporated  in  this 
charter,  n  seems  to  me,  is  this,  that  the 
person  selected  as  Mayor  cy  the  people  is  elected 
to  this  trust,  just  as  the  twelve  ptrsons  elected  by 
the  same  co  stituents,  or  seventy-two  gpersous 
elected  by  the  s-.me  people.  Now,  I  do  not  be- 
lieve in  it.  1  mav  be  wrong  in  my  ideas,  but  my 
reflections  make  me  oppo'td  to  it.  We  snould 
have  commissions;  I  think  we  need  tbern.  I  think 
we  need  trained  men  to  carry  on  the  Government 
here.  1  think  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Aloer- 
men  cam.  or  dev.ite  that  time  to  certain  duties 
which  aie  required  of  theco.  though  three 
competent,  meo,  who  have  made  tbe  sub- 
ject the  study  of  their  lives  can  go 
it.  I  thiak  the  $12,000  oi  $14,000  paid 
for  salaries  is  more  than  made  up  by  the 
economy  with  which  i hey  carry  on  the  brancnes 
of  business  intrusted  to  thsm.  I  think  in  the 
City  Government  we  should  have  a  Board  of 
Public  Woiks,  wnicb  should  have  under  Us  con- 
trol tne  stieets,  sewers  and  letups,  so  that  when 
tbe  streets  aie  laid  out  and  paved  the  Se*er  De- 
partment shall  not  come  along  three  or  four  months 
aftetwaids  an  i  tear  up  the  streets  to  put  dowa 
sewers,  and  the  Lamp  Department  com-  along 
and  do  something  else;  and  all  of  that 
has  to  come  out  of  the  taxpayers.  If  it  was  under 
oce  department  they  would  escape  the  everlasting 
expense.  1  believe  tve  ought  to  have  a  police 
commissio: ,  but  I  cannot,  wub  tbe  present  tightl 
have,  vote  for  the  appointment  of  all  these  men 
who  are  to  fill  taese  various  commissions  by  any 
one  person.  I  thiutc,  sir,  that  the  people  could  be 
intrusted  with  this.  It  has  been  safe  t » trust  them 
with  tbe  selection  of  ihe  Street  Commissioners- 
even  tne  wnole  people.  It  you  camot  trust  the 
peoptsof  aRepi.bbcanJGovernuieut.wbom  can  you 
trust?  "We  miaht  as  well  fail  up  here  at  ooce  and 
acknowledge  that  this  lepublican  form  of  gov- 
ernment is  not  successful  because  the  selection  of 
its  officers  cannot  be  left  with  ihe  people  who 
have  no  interest  in  its  welfare,  but  wuo  are  gjid- 
ed  only  bv  selfish  motives  and  selfisn  considera- 
tions. If  such  be  the  case  in  the  city  of  Boston, 
the  people  who  are  to  blame  for  it  are  some  of 
the  veiy  persons  who  are  most  anxious  to  see  pow- 
er cenn alized.  If  percoos  would  take  the  interest 
in  this  subject  one  day  in  tbe  year  whicn  they 
give  to  then  private  business,  there  would  be  no 
occasion  for  bringing  up  anything  of  this 
kind.  If  you  cannot  trust  tne  people, 
wnom  can  you  trust?  If  you  cannot  trust  the 
representatives  of  tbe  people  to  select  good  men, 
whom  can  vou  trust?  1  have  given  this  matter  a 
great  deal  of  thought  and  study.  I  was  rather  in- 
clined in  the  beginning  to  go  tor  all  this  charter, 
but  after  thinking  this  matter  over  carefully  and 
considerately,  while  I  shall  vote  for  the  passage  of 
the  charter  i'o  its  second  readiag,  I  re-erve  to  my- 
self tbe  light  to  make  alt  the  amendments  I  have 
to  suggest  or  which  I  have  suggested  in  my 
speech  tonight. 

Mr.  Jaqu.es— Before  the  gentleman  concludes 
his  remarks  I  should  like,  as  an  honest  inquirer 
after  truth,  to  ask  him  a  questiou.  He  has  laid 
most  stress  upon  tne  apooinimect  or  tomioation 
—for  I  don't  u  derstand  that  the  cua'ter  provides 
that  the  Mayor  shall  appoint— of  the  commission- 
ers bv  the  Mayor.  He  has  raised  a  point  whicn  I 
think  has  been  seriouslv  conaideied  by  all  who 
have  studied  the  charter.  The  question  I  wish  to 
ask  is,  if  he  can  suggest  any  mode  of  nominating 
these  officers  by  which  we  could  ger,  at  tbe  rea.1 
expression  of  the  Council?  The  difficul- 
ty in  the  present  system  ot  nominal  ing 
or  electing  officers  is,  to  us°  *a  slang  expression 
of  the  day,  that  everything  is  cut  and  dii*o.  The 
difficulty  meets  us  it  our  primary  meetings,  as 
well  as  rere,  and  it  is  the  great  stumbling  block 
which  keeps  homst  and  well-meaning  persons 
away  from  the  caucuses,  In  the  early  pan  of 
tbe  veai  it  was  bi ought  to  my  notice  as  being  one 
of  tne  most  dangerous  weaknesses  of  our  mode  of 
proceeding  in  reaard  to  the  nomination  of  our 
citv  officers.  I  Esed  not  go  into  details,  as  they 
have  b°eo  touched  upon  by  my  colleague 
from  Ward  9,  and  alluded  to  by  the  geotleman 
from  Waid  7.  What  I  want  to  get  arishow  i3an  ihe 
members  of  this  body  feei  that  they  really  have 
an  opportnnit}  to  know  who  they  are  voting  for, 
ana  whether  they  have  obtained  good  nomina- 
tions— ho*  we  cau  put  some  guard  against  the 
danger  that  we  now  have,  of  selfishly  inter- 
ested men  prepai  ing  these  nominations  and  secur- 
ing ai  eoormous  advantage  over  the  great  majori- 
ty of  ihe  Council,  who  have  ho  such  preparation. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  want   to   correct   one   statement, 
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made  bv  Ihe  gentleman,  it  seems  to  me,  bv  inad- 
vertence. He  says  thev  shall  be  Lominated.  In 
everv  single  instance  the  chaitei  says  the  Mayor 
"shall  appoint. " 

Mr.  Jaques-  Subject  co  the  approval  of  tbe  City 
Council. 

Mr.  Sbaw — Tbat  point  was  discussed  tbe  other 
evening.  It  is  really  notiiing  but  the  ipse  dixvt 
of  tbe  Mayor.  I  astseo  who  ever  knew  a  nomina- 
tion toaoe  by  bia  Hxmoi  the  Mavor  to  be  rejected, 
aod  mv  friend  f(nm  Ward  11  rose  ano  sa'd  he 
knew  of  oc  e.    I  knew  or  one — a  relative  or  his. 

Mr.  How^s  of  Ward  11— I  b'-g  t' e  gentleman's 
pardon.    He  is  oot  a  relative  ol  mine. 

Mr.  Sbaw— He  bears  the  sao.  e  name  and  lives  in 
the  same  waid,  and  a  very  excellent  gentlemau  he 
is. 

Mr.  Jaques— I  hope  tbe  gentleman's  re  narks 
w .11  not  throw  thu  Conocil  off  then  guard.  The 
question  I  asked  has  been  pondered  over  by 
every  member  of  tbe  Council,  and  was  not,  an- 
swered. The  gei  tlernan  from  Ward  7  oas  given  it 
&  great  deal  of  tuough  t ,  and  he  has  much  practical 
experience.  At  any  rate,  it  is  a  question  that 
needs  practical  ctis3ussiou  here— <vhe  her  there  is 
any  better  mode  of  making  nominations. 

Mr,  Fitzge i  aid— Inasmuch  a--  all  human  works 
must  be  more  or  less  imoerfect,  I  presume  our 
nominations  must  partake  more  or  less  of  the  im- 
perfections of  humaD  mature.  I  oave  thought  it 
over  aod  can  see  that  w>  ere  a  member  of  mis 
Council  is  obliged  to  vote  for  a  person  he  does  not 
know,  I  don't  see  how  he  is  in  anv  worse  predica- 
ment than  if  the  no  >  in  a  not  sv-re  made  by  the 
Mayor.  If  the  selectioa  is  left  to  two  or  three 
members  of  tois  branch  and  two  or  t-tiree  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  I  can't  see  <*hy  their  rep.-rt 
cannot  be  taken  as  weil  as  tbat  upon  any 
otbei  question  referred  to  tbvm.  We  rely 
upon  their  wisdom,  good  sense  and  judg- 
ment and  honesty  to  do»  what  they  think 
is  the,  best  thing  under  the  citcumsta.ces.  That 
is  one  reason  why  we  should  bf  indu>  ed  to  vote 
for  a  miasure  or  nomination  they  recomn  e«o ; 
but  that  should  not  be  oil.  Eacn  member  should 
make  a  personal  investigation.  Tbe  city  of  Bos- 
ton i<  n't  so  large  thai  we  cac not  find  oit,  if  tbe 
nominations  lie  over  a  week,  as  the  rule  requires, 
what  kind  of  a  char  cter  the  man  has.  I  remem- 
ber a  shoit  time  a^o  that  I  reoaamendS'i  a  young 
man  whom  I  knew  vtiy  well  for  that  position 
sought  bv  S"  many  ar-d  found  by  so  few — a  police 
officer.  After  a  lorg  time  he  was  nominated 
and  his  name  was  lai't  over  on  week;  and  they 
actually  found  out  that  when  be  was  eleven  years 
old  he  sto'e  some  peaiuts  and  gingerbiead,  in 
company  with  two  or  three  other  boys.  Some- 
body kne*  enough  to  tell  the  Mayoi  about  it  and 
the  jouig  man  coulo  n't  be  apooin  ed  I  am 
udder  the  ioaoressioo  that  if  a  committ:e  select 
tlreemeo  whos  i  character  does  'r  co  ne  up  to 
the  standard  there  are  friends  enough  of  disap- 
pointed applicants  who  will  he  glaa  e  ough  to 
point  out  tneir  weak  poiats.  If  that  would  n't  do, 
I  chirk  it  >ouldbe  a«  well  to  let  tbe  Mavor  have 
a  veto  upon  the  nomination  beie,  as  ue  is  a  part 
of  the  Government. 

Mr.  Crocke.  of  Ward  6— It  seems  to  me  that  this 
discussion  as  carried  on  at  present  is  leading  us 
nowhere.  I*  we  could  take  upth  charter  and  see 
wh  th=r  «e  shoui'i  vote  to  have  these  co -nmis- 
sion&rs  appointed  by  the  Mayor  or  elected  by  the 
Cou  cil.  we  should  then  g»t  at  the  wi  h  of  tbe 
Council  upon  the  subject.  We  "ow  have  a  mo- 
tion betoie  us,  and  until  it  is  discos-  d  of  I  don't 
see  how  we  can  get  the  opinion  «f  the  Council 
upon  any  other  matter.  Tre  gentle  nan  from 
Ward  5  looked  ove'  the  "barter  and  f'ouno  it  full  of 
bugbev  s  and  "ipse  dixits"  aedtberefcre  i'e  must 
throw  the  whole  thitig  overboard.  But  what  the 
Council  want  to  consider  is  whethei  there  are  too 
many  ipse  dixits  in  it,  arid  if  there  aie,  to  take 
some  of  them  out.  They  may  wart  to  take  from 
the  Mayor  some  of  the  power  that  the  charter 
gives  him.  But  really  we  are  making  no  progress 
toward  the  settlement  of  this  question.  If  we 
should  consider  the  uiffeient  branches  of  the 
charter  and  discuss  them  wno  vote  upon  the  dif- 
ferent questions  tbat  arise,  we  would  soon  find 
out  tne  opinion  of  the  Council;  aod  a«  1  thhek 
it  is  generally  admitted  tbat  we  need  a  new 
or  a  greatly  modified  charti  r,  we  shall  find 
out  tbe  Council's  opinion  of  wiiat  the  char- 
ter ougbt  to  be.  That  is  r-a)ly  what  ve 
want  to  know.  But  we  are  tow  talking  about  one 
thing,  ana  jumping  trom  one  fubj  ct  to  arotner; 
talki  g  about  th  Mavor,  the  efficiency  of  the  Fire 
ard  Health  commissions,  and  a  thousand  things 


jum'oled  up  togethet,  but  noibiag  is  settled,  aud 
we  don't  get  ahead  at  all.  I  hope  we  shall  dis- 
cuss fie  merits  of  the  substitute,  dispose  of  it, 
and  then  piof.eed  to  cousi  er  tne  charter  and  dis- 
pone of  the  questions  raised  in  it  as  we  reach 
them. 

of  citizens  of  Boston,  who,  although  they  may  be 
distinguisheo  by  wealth  or  station,  hr«*  numerically 
Mr.  Whitmore  ot  War?  4 — I  have  waited  till 
what  I  tiust  is  the  enu  of  this  debate  to  remind 
the  Council  coat  not  merely  one  specific  matter  is 
befoieus.but  two  very  distinct  motions  which  I 
bad  the  honor  to  offer,  and  uponuhiebwe  are 
now  about  to  vote.  In  nuking  tbe  motioo  that  it 
was  inexpedient  ro  establish  ccm mission «,  by 
statute,  I  think  I  have  gone  a  long  way  in  settling 
a  uuattei  which  has  bren  much  ag  tated,  and 
which  has  been  couched  upon  oy  the  gentle- 
man from  Waid  7.  I  stated  at  the  last  meet- 
lrg  that  I  i  bought  the  Council  weie  fully 
excuse,  i  from  any  complaint  made  against 
them  of  unwillingness  to  consider  the  sub- 
ject, owii  g  to  ihe  fact  that  it  is  placed  i a  such  a 
shape  th*t  all  tie  members  are  not  expected  to 
understard  it.  I  framed  the  oidfi  as  I  did  be- 
cause I  think  we  find  in  it  an  explaoatiou  of  the 
fast  ths  t  ttse  public  geneially  •  o  oot  desire  any 
change  in  the  present  cbarxer.  The  demand  for  a 
cha  ge  comes  tr-  us  fiom  a  very  few  individuals. 
Id  point  of  fact  it  is  urged  by  a  veiy  limited  circle 
few.  Crrtainly  the  gieac  mass  of  citizens  uave 
presented  no  petitions? here  or  to  the  Legis'ature, 
and  the  ma  ter  has  been  pressed  bv  the  influence 
and  wishes  of  the  clashes  «o  well  described  by  the 
gentleooan  trom  Ward  7.  The  wealthier  part  of 
the  community  desire  a  change  i a  rbe  charter  in 
order  to  give  greater  stability  to  the  Government, 
and  take  the  power  cut  of  the  hanos  of  the  people. 
My  objection  to  having  the  system  altered  Dy 
statute  is  that  it  will  take  oowet  awav  fiom  the 
people  ;  and  that  is  the  true  reasor ,  I  think,  »  by 
the  people  are  organizing  upon  wcat  is  called  tbe 
anti-cnm  nissio.  basis.  They  feel  that  this  move- 
ment is  to  take  from  them  tbe  power  they  naw 
have.  We  all  know  that  in  New  Yoik, 
a  tew  years  ago,  there  were  great  and  griev- 
ous complaints  against  corruption  iu  high 
places;  the  control  ot  city  politics  bad  passed 
into  tie  bands  of  unscrupulous  men.  But  vhen 
the  btate  o>  New  York  proi  osed  to  alter  the 
charter  the  rich  men  and  tax  layers  re' u»ed  to 
accept  any  alterations  they  could  possiblv  avoid. 
They  preferred  to  be  swindled  bv  theit  fellow 
citizens,  rather  than  to  be  put  into  th°  hands  of 
independct  commissions.  I  think  that  is  toe 
feeling  here  today ;  aud  the  opposition  to  the  at- 
tempted charge  in  tbe  charter  lies  in  the  fact 
that  it  the  Legislature  once  takes  away  the 
po«ver  trom  the  City  Government,  it  will 
rot  be  easy  to  recover  it  a^ain.  1  tiust, 
therefore,  that  thr-  o  cerlbave  offered  will  be 
parsed  in  the  form  in  which  I  p  esented 
lr.  Iv  the  second  Vjlace,  I  bave  presented  a 
scheme  which,  though  embracer;  in  a  verv  few 
words — I  am  confide  c  it.  has  not  been  de.  iet'  by 
any  person  «ho  has  snoken  upon  it — will  make  a 
great  change  in  the  City  Government.  It  laoors 
unoer  the  misfortune  of  being  verv  biief.  It  is 
rot  emoraced  in  seventy  pages,  but  in  half  a 
dozen  lines.  It  is  that  hereafter  the  Common 
Council  shall  hold  the  power  heretofore  held  ex- 
clusively by  the  Board  ot  Aldermen.  If  that 
proa  .siiion  is  accepted  and  sent  to  the  other 
brancn,  you  mav  be  confident  that  y.>u  are  not 
making  a  slight  offer,  but  vou  &<■<•  in  reality  pro- 
posing a  chang-  as  sweeping  as  that  proposed  ov 
the  Boardof  Aldri-men  to  us.  I  have  listened  with 
a  great  deal  of  aaausemect  to  the  oppositions 
ma  le  by  some  of  i  he  speakers.  Particularly  have 
I  been  amuse  ai  the  challenge  to  define  myself 
upon  the  subject  of  ^ommissioo  s.  T  «  o  weeks  ago 
I  expressed  my  opinions  and  they  sue  printed  in 
tbe  minutes  of  tbe  Couucil  aid  can  be  read  by  any 
one  interested.  I  can  only  oa.y  this;  toatl  have 
never  heard  of  a  member  or  this  Cou<  cil  lefusing 
to  consent,  to  the  appointaieat  of  a  suitable  person 
to  perform  the  functions  of  th»  Government, 
when  it  was  deemed  necessary.  We  see  before  us 
a  gentlen  an  taking  do  vn  rapidly  ano  care- 
{ully  the  words  falling  from  '  my  unwor- 
thy* lips.  However  convenient  it  may  be  to 
have  ihat  duty  performed,  yet  we  should  resent  it, 
if  the  State  prescribed  by  statute  that  an  official 
shoul  t  do  if.  That  is  tbe  diffeienc-  betweeo  com- 
missions} established  and  controlled  by  the  City 
Council*  and  those  which  will  be  forced  uaon  us 
by  statute  m  the  chart  t  which  tte  gentlemen  have 
brought  to  us.   So  lo  ]g  as  the  power  is  in  rne  City 
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Government,  it  is  virtually  within  reach  of 
the  citizens  of  Boston ;  but  when  tbis  char- 
ter is  adopted  by  the  L-gislature  and  ac- 
cepted by  the  people— or  forced  uoo  i  the 
Deople — tbeo  the  power  is  taken  from  the 
bands  of  the  people.  It  is  exactly  or.  ac- 
count of  that  difference  between  tba  tw  >  kinds  of 
com  missions,  that  I  sav  I  am  a  tommission  man 
in  one  sease  and  an  anci-commi;sion  man  10  the 
sense  intenoed  io  thi-  charter.  This  charter  is  in- 
tended to  take  away  tbe  power  from  t'ae  people  of 
Boston,  because  certai  -,  persons  have  an  undue 
desire  to  wrest  from  tie  people  theii  present  po*- 
er.  I  trust  that  no  gentleman  will  vote  for  or 
atrai-.  sc  the  charter  without  understating  this 
question.  Probably  very  few  member?  of  tbe 
Couicil  bave  'ead  the  charter  throng n,  section  by 
section;  but  I  claim  to  have  dor.e  so,  although, 
perhaps,  I  do  not  thoroughly  undei stand  ir.  I 
have  examined  it  and  collated  it  witn  the 
present  charter;  and  I  can  tell  you  ihat  we  bave 
seen  touignt  tie  effect  of  two  or  three  examples 
of  what  is  embraced  in  it.  A  large  part  of  our 
time  bas  been  occupied  in  debating  the  subject  of 
offal;  yet  tbe  whole  charge  of  thac  contract  is 
onlv  one  of  a  hundred  o;>atiers  to  be  given  to  one 
board  ereat'd  by  tbe  new  charter.  Wberpver 
you  tou'h  that  new  charter  yon  will  find  that  it  is 
a  careful,  elaborau-,  «eli  define  i  and  consistent 
scheme  to  take  away  all  the  poweis  now  exercised 
by  ooth  blanches  of  the  City  Government,  anct  put 
tbem  into  tbe  hands  of  irresooosible  paities,  who 
shall  be  termed  boards  or  commissions.  Ef.  un- 
fortunately, the  Ccurcil  sbouia  decide  to  vote  con- 
trary to  tbp  pioposicion  which  I  have  offered,  and 
to  pass  a  vote  virtually  m  favor  of  tbe  new  char- 
ter, I  pre  diet  that  before  twenty  sections  of  the 
document:  have  been  read  it  will  be  impossible  to 
obtain  a  full  hearing  upon  'he  subject.  Tbe  doc- 
ument is  full  of  rigid,  carefully  drawia  provisions 
for  hampering  tbe  power  of  the  people;  and  if 
you  take  it  up  section  by  section  I  chink  tae  truth 
of  my  words  will  he  apparent  to  every  one. 

Mr.  Kimball—  Tt  strikes  me  that  tbe  gettlemau 
from  Ward  4  and  others,  who  hav-  spoken  touieht 
and  on  previous  evenings,  have  hardly  been  fair 
in  endeavoring  to  imoress  upon  the  Council  that, 
unless  the  substitute  is  adopted,  the  chatter  as 
amended  bv  the  Boaid  of  Alcera.en  is  to  a-  swal- 
lowed  whole.  It  seems  to  me  that  that  is  as  far 
fr^m  the  tiue  state  of  the  case  as  possible.  If 
tbe  amendmw at  ot  the  g-ntleman  from  Ward  4  is 
adopted,  I  claim  that  it  does  oot  dispose  of  the 
document— the  city  charter — before  the  Council, 
We  shall  then  have  soooe'hing  to  do  vvth 
the  report  of  the  toenmittee.  If  the  substi- 
tute is  rejected,  what  iben?  I  hope  we  shall 
commence  the  consideration  of  the  charter, 
that  we  shall  retain  what  is  eood  and 
throw  out  what  io  bad.  If  a  majority  of 
the  Council  think  we  "need  some  commissions,  let 
us  bave  them;  and  if  th'yc'o  not  tbiok  wt  need 
some  that  are  enumerated  in  the  charter,  ]  ft  us 
throsv  th>  m  out.  After  having  s-one  over  tbe  doc- 
ument care'ully,  let  us  see  whether  there  is  more 
pow-r'eftin  trie  banos  of  ihe  Mayor  tha-i  the 
opponents  of  the  measure  believe  is  expedient. 
It  is  verv  easy  to  rase  certain  portions  cf  the 
charter  and  sav,  See  what  they  have  taken  from 
you.  In  my  opinion  it  would  be  mr.re  lmne-r,  in 
taking  up  those  portions  which  seem  to 
take  away  our  rights,  to  refer  alsa  to  tbo-e 
portions  Where  our  lights  are  guarded,  and  not 
lead  the  Council  to  oelieve  that  no  rights 
are  to  be  left  them  if  we  adopt  the  new 
charter.  I  know  cot  what  influence  it  may  have 
upon  tbe  votes  of  the  gentlemen  h^re  upon 
the  substitute  offered  oy  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  4,  aod  without  intending  any  disrespect  to 
tbe  gentleman  from  Ward  5, 1  would  like  to  state 
that  as  I  reaa  the  proposed  city  charter,  there  is 
not  th-.  mere  approval— I  r.o  ioc  remember  the 
ad]sctive  with  wln>h  it  was  qualified — that  has 
heietof  ore  been  the  practice  in  appoint  tut  ots  by 
the  Mayor.  In  the  original  document  it  vas  ais- 
tinet'y  provided  in  the  thirty-eighth  secuoa 
that  upon  every  appointment  made  by  tae  Mayor, 
the  vote  should  be  taken  in  e*cb  hraoch  of  the 
City  Council  by  yea  and  l.ay  vote,  jo  thar,  each 
member  shou'd  be  called  upon  publicly,  audit 
shoula  go  upon  the  records  that  he  voted  ye  i  or 
nay  upon  every  appointment  which  came  from 
the  Mayor. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  suppose  the  gentleman  means  the 
one  that  is  not  before  us. 

Mr.  Kimball— The  o-eotiernan  will  find  it  in  the 
document  oef  re  us,  No.  50,  on  page  14,  section 
44,    providing  that  in   all   cases  the   nominations 


shall  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil by  yea  and  nay  vote. 

Mr.  Shaw — Will  tbe  ?-entlemaij  read  section  45? 

Mr.  Kimball  [riding]—  "In  all  cases  where  anv- 
thiag  is  tequired  or  authorized  by  any  law  or  ordi- 
nance to  oe  doae  by  th*  Mavor  and  Aldermen,  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  shall  first  act  thereon  ;  and 
every  such -order,  resolution  o"  vote  of  said  Board 
shall  be  presented  to  the  Mayor  for  bis  aopioval." 

I  oon't  know  why  1  was  i  equested  to  read  that 
section.  There  is  onw  other  section,  if  I  remem- 
ber correctly,  in  tbe  report  of  the  committee, 
which  furnished  ample  piotection  to  the  City 
Council.  I  know  that  it  w.-s  struck  from  tbe 
committee's  leport  by  the  Aldermen,  but  I 
do  not  he.-itate  to  say  that.  io  matter 
whar  city  charter  was  franed,  if  this  Council 
should  adopt  it  with  that  section  (221)  omi'ted  I 
would  vott  against  i\  I  do  not  believe  m  taking 
away  all  the  power  from  th --•  City  Council.  I  do 
r.ot  h'Sftate  to  say  I  believe  in  evfry  commission 
embraced  in  this  charter,  aud  I  believe  that  under 
thun  the  affairs  ot  the  city  would  be  more  hon- 
estly and  economically  administered  th?„n  at  pres- 
eut.  But  I  would  reserve  to  the  City  Council  the 
right  to  in  tructaod  restrict  those  commissioners, 
as  provided  in  section  221  of  the  committee's 
draft.  If  we  should  bring  tbe  three  drafts 
of  tba  charter  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Council,  with  such  light  as  tbe  experi- 
ence of  gentl-meo  at  tbis  board  can  fur- 
nish, and  should  embody  ,-.ectioi  221  in  it,  I  be- 
lieve we  could  furnish  so'irethiug  that  would  sat- 
isfy the  Legislamre,  the  City  Council,  and  a  ma- 
jority of  the.  citizens  of  Boston.  Before  sitting 
down,  I  want  oo  teitei?.re  what  I  sa'd  at  the  be- 
ginning. If  we  adopt  tbe  substitute,  what  sub- 
stantial progress  u*ve  we  made?  We  may  adopt 
it,  and  say  we  are  oot  in  favor  of  the  establish- 
ment of  Cirn missions  by  statute.  I  believe  a 
majority  of  this  (fouucil  favor  the  establish- 
ment ot  some  commissions  proposed  in  the 
new  charter,  though  perhaps  nat  all;  but  the 
adoptiou  of  tne  substitute  prevents  the 
establishment  of  any  commissions  at  all.  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  4  said  tne  orders  ac- 
companying the  resolves  had  not  been  commented 
unon.  I  said  I  did  not  feel  inclined  to  discuss  the 
merits  of  the  charter,a,nd  I  should  vote  against  that 
portioc  of  it  wnicb  provides  that  members  of  the 
Council  sball  be  en-'-ted  for  two  years.  I  am  firm- 
ly of  the  faith  that  it  is  better  that  this  branch  of 
the  Cty  Council  should  come  fioca  :be  citizens 
annual  y. 

Mr.  Sampson  ot  Ward  10  moved  that  the  vote  be 
taken  at  10%  F.  M  (it  then  being  twenty  minutes 
-.-ast). 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  taovKl  tbe  indefinite  post- 
ponement ot  the  whole  subject,  nd  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

After  a  brief  discussion,  the  yeas  aid  nays  were 
ordered  aim  the  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone 
was  lost— yeas  26,  nays  33. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Ancerson,  Barrv,  Bent,  Clarke, 
Collins,  Cusbmau,  Dever?ux,  Duggan,  Edwards, 
Fitzpatrick,  Flynn,  Harng&m,  Hicks,  Kelley, 
Kirjgsbury,  Klnaslsy,  Lappen,  Moley,  Moocey, 
No^c;-,  Osborne,  Rice,  Shaw,  Tiacher,  Wal  bridge, 
Walsh— 26. 

Nays— Messrs.  Brackett,  Burditt,  Burgess,  Crock- 
er, Curris,  Cusbing,  Damon,  Day,  Felt,  Fitzgerald, 
Goldt await,  Guil  ,  Harmon.  Hiscock,  Howes, 
Jaques,  Kimball,  Leightoo,Loiing,  Page,  Peabody, 
Perkins,  Pierce,  Sampson,  Sprague,  Sweetser, 
Train,  Trull,  Wacis/.ortti,  Whituore,  Wilbur,  Will- 
cutt,  Wilson— 33. 

Mt.  Kimball  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Sampson's 
motion,  so  that  the  vote  could  be  taken  at  once, 
and  Mr.  Sampson  accepted  it. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  moved  the  previous  question, 
but  after  a  <hort  discu-sion,  it  appearing  that  it 
would  cut  off  all  amendments,  he  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  Flytin  renewed  the  motion  for  tbe  previous 
question,  and  tne  yeas  and  nays  being  ordered, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16,  it  was  lost 
— yeas  24.  nays  35. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Anderson,  Barry,  Bent,  Collins, 
Damon,  Da vereux,  Duggao,  fc'itzpatrick,  Flynn, 
Sicks,  KeLley,  Kingsbury,  Kingsley,  Lappen, 
Leighton,  Moley,  Moon°y,  Noyes,  Osborne,  Shaw. 
Thacher,  Walbridae,  Waish.  Wilson— 24. 

Mays— Messrs.  Brae kett,  Burditt,  Burgi-ss,Clarke, 
Crocker,  Cu.-ti--,  Cusnii  g,  Cu=hmao,  Day,  Ed- 
wards, Folt,  Fitzgerald,  Golcthwait,  Guild,  Har- 
mon, Ka'rrigan,  Hiscock,  Howe-,  Jaques,  Kimball, 
Loricg,  Pasre,  Pbtboov,  Perkins,  Pierce,  Rice, 
Saoipson,  Sprague,  Sweetsei,  Train,  Trull,  Wads- 
worth,  Wbitmore.  Wilbur,  Willcurt— 35. 
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Mr.  Sampson  withdrew  bis  motion. 

Ac  the  request  of  Mr.  Wbitmore  tbe  question 
was  divided  and  a  vote  tak-n  or  tne  substitute 
resolves  alone,  which  -were  adopted,  yeaa  34,  nays 
25: 

Navs— Messrs.  Anderson,  Barry.  Bent,  Clarke, 
Collins,  Cushman,  Damon,  Devereux,  Duggau, 
Edwards,  Fitzpatrick,  Flynn,  Hamon,  Harrigan, 
Hicks. HiscoCir, Ktiley,  Kingsbury,  Kings)ey,Lap- 
pen,  JLeighton,  Moley,  Mooney,  Noyes  Osb  >rne, 
force,  Shaw,  lhacher,  Train,  Walbridge,  Walsh, 
Whitmore,  Wilbur,  Wilson— 34. 

Yea,s — Messrs.  Bi  ack<-tt,  Burditt,  Burgess,  Crock- 
et, Curtis,  bushing,  Day,  Felt,  Fitzgerald,  Golath- 
wait,  Guild,  Howes,  Jaquei',  Kimball,  Loring. 
Page,  Peabodv,  Perkins,  Pierce,  Sampson, 
Sprague,  Sweetser,  Trull, WadsworthWillcutt— 25. 

Tbe  quesi  ion  was  then  taken  on  tbe  substitute 
orders  ami  they  were  adopteo— yeas  33,  nays  26: 

Yeas— Messr-.  Anderson,  Barry.  Bent,  Clarke, 
Colhn>,  Cusbruati,  Damon,  Devertux,  Duffgan, 
Edwards.  Fitzpatrick,  Flynn,  Hat  mot,  11  rrigan, 
Hicks,  Hiscoek,  K>lley.  Kingsbury,  Kmgsley, 
Lappeu,  Molev,  Mooney,  Nnyes,  Osborne,  Rice, 
Shaw,  Thacher,  Train,  Walbridge,  Walsh,  Whit- 
more,  Wilbur,  Wd-on — 33. 

Nays  —  Messrs.  Brackett,  Burditt,  Burgess, 
Crocker,  Curtis,  Gushing,  Day.  Felt,  Fitzgerald, 
Goldtuwait,  Guild,  Howes,  Jaques,  Kimball, 
Leighton,  JLoring,  Page,  Peabody,  Perkins,  Pierce, 
Sampson,  Sprague,  Swsetser,  Trull,  Wads  worth, 
Willcutt— 26. 

Tne  substitute  resolve  s>i  dorders  were  then  read 
a  second  time  and  oassed,  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  in  tbe  opiriou  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil it  is  inexpedient  t  j  establish  by  statute  oom- 
missiocs  or  boards  to  exercise  the  po<veis  i  ow 
held  by  the  City  Council  or  either'  br  neb  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  his  Hoc  or  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petitior  the  General  Court  tor  amendments 
to  the  charter  of  the  city  of  Boston,  as  fellows : 

First— That  the  term  of  office  of  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen  aud  men?bers  ot  th?  Common  Council 
be  fixed  at  two  yeais. 

Second— That  the  powers  cooteried  upon  the 
Board  of  Ald-rcaen  by  sections  33  »nd  41  of  tbe 
charter  ;>>e  transferred  to  the  Cty  Council,  to  be 
exercise;)  -s  piovbied  by  section  35  of  tne  charter. 

Oidered,  l'Dat  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on 
the  Revision  uf  the  Charts!  be  mstructelto  pre- 
pare, with  tbe  assistance  of  tbe  City  Solicitor,  a 
statement  of  the  changes  net-oed  in  the  State 
legislation  other  than  the  cuarter,  to  transfer  all 
other  power  held  exclusively  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  to  the  City  Council. 

A  motion  ro  adjourn,  b\  Mr.  Thacher,   was  lost. 

a.  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  in  order  to  move  a, 
reconsideration  of  the  vote  on  the  oasssge  of  tbe 
substitute  was  lost— 33  for,  20  against. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

The  ordeis  authorizing  not  exceeding  $1000  to 
be  expended  for  watering  t'ae  sir-ets  around  tbe 
nub  ic  grounds,  in  addition  to  the  sum  already  ap- 
priatel.  to  be  charged  to  Commoo  and  Public 
Grouuds;  to  appropriate  not  exceeding  $417.35, 
for  concreting  «8lks  on  Independence  square,  to 
be  transferred  from  Snnerintendence  and  Labor 
on  Common  and  Public  Grounds;  that  in  settle- 
ment o  t  aaTMRrs  for  );ymg  out  a nc*  extending 
Swett  street,  the  ourcbas?  be  authorized  of  estate 
of  William  Hardy,  on  Swett  street  arid  Dorchester 
avenue,  at  not  exceeding  $6000.  to  be  cbarged  to 
appropriation  for  said  street;  and  to  transfer  $8570 
from  Reserved  Fund  to  Suffolk- street  District- 
were  severally  laid  on  the  table,  it  being  doubtful 
whether  the  necessary  two-thirds  of  the  mt  rubers 
were  present. 

SWETT  STREET. 
Mr.  Flyun  of  Ward  7  submitted  tne  following : 
The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Streets  hav- 
ing in  charge  the  construction  of  Smic  street, 
would  ies:>eciful  y  report  that  they  have,  dining 
the  last  few  months,  had  frequent  conferc  ces 
with  tbe  aiaoa^ers  of  the  New  Yotk  &  New  Eng- 
land Railioad  Corporation  for  tbe  purpose  of 
agreeing  upon  terms  by  which  the  grade  of  the 
tracks  of  said  railroao  could  be  raised  so  as  to 
allow  Swett  street  to  pass  under  the  same,  and  a 
copy  of  i he  official  communication  from  the  cor- 
poration id  relation  to  tne  subject  is  aooended. 

The  estimate  tor  uoing  the  work  which  the  com- 
mi  tee  ronsidbr  desirable  ar.d  r>eees=ary  to  be 
cone,  and  «hiob  have  been  examined  and  ap- 
proved by  the  City  Engin  er,  are  as  folluws: 

For  building  a  bridge  over  Swett  street,  In- 
cluding the  cost  of  maintaining  the  same 
by  the  New  York  &  New  England  Rail- 


road       $22,000,00 

Abutments    for    proposed   bridge   on   East 

Chester  park  extended 19,600.00 

For  filling  to  raise  the  grade  of  the  New 

York  &  New  England  Railroad  (including 

slopes),  13,000  squares,  at  $5.00 • 65,000.00 

Rip  rap  wall  to  protect  slopes  of  r  dlroad, 

5000  square  yards  at  $1.00 5.000.00 

$111,600.00 

The  committee  ore  of  opinion  Coat  t'">e  best  in- 
let ests  or  tbe  city  will  :>e  subserved  by  raising  tne 
grade  of  tne  tailroad  so  that  Swirtt  street  can  oass 
under  it,  rather  than  that  the  street  should  have 
to  be  so  lonstructeo  as  to  necessitate  its  bei?g 
built  over  the  railroad,  and  th^y  also  believe  that 
tbe  expense  of  thus  ch  inging  the  gr  de  of  the 
tracks  shoulu  be  borne  by  the  city.  While  this 
woik  is  progressing  tnere  can  be  no  question  as  to 
the  expediency  of  buildirg  at  the  same  time  the 
abutments  for  the  proposed  railroad  sringe  on 
East  Chester  park  extended,  so  that  in  the  pros- 
pective laving  out  of  said  par*  it  era  pas*  unoer 
tbe  railroad.  If  the  work  of  budding  the  abut- 
ments is  delayed  until  the  actual  laying 
out,  the  city  will  be  subjected  to  great- 
er exoense,  and  although  the  managers  of 
tbe  New  York  &  New  Englanc  Railroad 
do  not  make  their  offer  for  oointr  the  necessary 
work  for  changing  tbe  grade  of  their  tra.'ks  on 
S^ett  street  depend  upoe  the  acceptance  a^o  of 
their  proposition  in  regard  to  tbe  Chester-park 
Budge,  jet  they  are  of  course  naturally  aesiruus 
of  proceeding  with  te  latter  work  at  the  present 
time,  so  as  to  avoio  any  future  interference  with 
tbe  road-bed  of  their  t>  acks. 

The  committee  would, therefore. recommend  the 
paasaae  of  th^  accompanying  order,  so  that  the 
means  cao  be  provided  for  carrying  on  the  work 
without  a  day.  For  the  committee, 

James  J.  Flynn. 

Ordered,  That  the  Oomrmoree  on  (.finance  be  re- 
quested to  report  an  order  providing  the  means 
for  raising  the  grade  of  the  New  York  &  New 
England  Railroad  so  as  to  allow  Swett  street  to 
pas*  under  the  same,  and  also  providing  for  the 
builuroy  of  abutment  for  a  railroad  bri  ice  on 
East  Chester  park  ext°naed,  in  accoroancj  wiih 
estimates  approved  by  the  City  Engineer. 

New  Yobk  &  New  England  Railroad,  I 
Boston,  Nov.  29, 1875.     | 

John  T.  Clark,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  street  Com- 
mittee: Dear  Sir — After  revision  ot  ourpreviius 
estimate  for  the  raising  ot  our  grade  at  Swett 
street,  we  will  make  our  proposition  as  follows: 

We  «ill  build  tbe  abntments  for  tbe  bridge  at 
the  Swett-stieet  crossing  of  our  road,  aid  will 
provide  and  forever  maintain  a  bridge  over  toe 
same  tor  the  use  of  the  railroad,  for  $22,000;  tbe 
stooework  tor  r,t  e  said  abutments  where  it  is  not 
cover-:  a  by  the  filling  to  be  of  first  class  g:anite 
masonry,  laid  in  uniform  courses  of  even  rise, 
with  cut  bed=  and  builds,  vf  rticai  joints  and  Flem- 
ish bond,  tbe  balance  ot  +he  woik  to  be  of  rubble 
masonry,  satisfactory  to  the  City  Engineer  ;  the 
whole  to  be  laid  io  cenent,  and  to  be  of  th1;  usual 
proportions  of  such  masonry  in  this  city. 

We  Kill,  furthermore,  build  the  abutments  for 
the  Chester-park  bridge  in  tbe  same  manner,  and 
of  tbe  same,  class  for  $19,600.00,  if  it  be  be  decided 
to  put  them  ltj  at  tb--  pre  set  time. 

We  w'll  raise  the  grade  of  our  road  to  grade 
thirty  from  Swett  street  to  Claop  street  and  to  a 
grade  descending  from  thirty  at  Swett  to  sixteen 
at  the  dra  wbridge ;  viz,  on  the  grade  proposed  by 
the  city;  ro  a  widtb  of  twenty-seven  feet  on 
top;  and  with  side  slopes  ot  1%  to  1  for 
$5.00  per  square  of  eigbt  cubic"  yards  of 
sand  or  gravel,  and  $1.00  per  square  vard 
for  rip-rap,  a  sufficient  am'  unt  of  tbe  latter  being 
laid  to  secure  the  embankment,  agair  st  any  possi- 
ble effects  ot  waves  or  currents. 

Th  earth- ork  to  bs  measured  in  excavation, 
and  the  rip--ap  as  laid  upon  the  slojpe. 

The  city  to  bold  tne  cotjipao.  tre<*  of  land  or 
water  damage  to  adjaceator  other  property  which 
may  be  affected  bv  this  change  of  grane. 

It  is  understood  tbat  the  abutments  are  to  be 
founded  upon  suitable  piling,  cut  off  at  grade  five. 
Veiy  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

William  T.  Hart,  Preside  at. 

Ordere  7  to  be  ptinted. 

ADDITIONAL  SCHOOL  ACCOMMODATIONS. 

Mr.  Pape  of  Ward  9  submitcf  reports  from  the 
Joint  Oommifiee  od  Public  Instruction  on  sundry 
requests  of  School  Commbtee,  severally  recom- 
mending tbe  passage  of  the  tollowiog: 
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Oio'ererf,  Tbat  tie  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  provioe  additional  primary 
scnoo1  accommodations  iu  the  Comins  District; 
the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Schoolhouses.  Pub'ic  Buildings. 

Orderen,  Tiat  che  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  provide  additional  accom- 
moiatiois  for  th»  Curtis-st-eet  Primary  School  in 
tae  Lo  ve'l  School  District;  the  expanse  to  be 
char,  ed  to  tne  appropriation  for  School^iouses, 
Puolic  Buildings. 

Ordered,  hat  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings ce  authorized  'O  provide  additional  primarv- 
scbool  accommodatio  t  in  the  Lowell  School  Dis- 
trict; the  >xpense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Scoooihouses,  Public  Buildiugs. 

Oroere?,  That  the  Comuittee  oo  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  provide  suitable  acco aimo- 
da'iors  tor  afree  evening-  drawing  school  in  che 
West  Roxbuiy  School  District;  tae  expense  to  be 
charged  10  the  appropriation  fox  Schoolhouses, 
Public  Buildings. 

Severally  ordeied  to  t,  second  reading. 
free  soup. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  offeted  the  following: 

Ordered, That  a  joint  special  committee,  cou- 
sisti'  g  of  the  standing  committees  of  tie  Board 
of  Aldermen  and  of  the  Common  Council  on  the 
police  deoartwient  be  appointed,  with  instructions 
to  provide  «oup  for  tne  deserving  ooor  of  the  city 
during  che  winter  months,  and  that  the  same  be 
cairied  on  under  the  immediate  direction  of  the 
Chief  of  Police. 

Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

DEPOSIT  OF  CITV  FUNDS. 

On  motion  ot  Mr.  Peabodv  of  Ward  9  the  substi- 
tute ordei ,  directing  the  City  Treasurer  to  deposit 
the  fun cs  of  the  city of  Boston  ia  such  banks  as 
the  Committee  on  Fiopnce  shall  ap Drove,  the  de- 
posit in  acv  o  ae  bank  lot  to  exceed  fifty  per  ceat. 
of  the  capica'.  stock  of  the  bank,  was  taken  from 
the  table. 

Mr.  Peabodv  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  after 
"in  said  city"  th^  words,  "and  oa  such  condi- 
tions," meaning  tbat  the  conditions  shall  by  ap- 
proved by  the  Finr.nce  Committee.  Re  said  it 
met  tre  approval  of  the  to  Droit  ee,  and  he  would 
acceot  it  as  a  parr,  of  his  substitute. 

Mr.  Niyes  of  Ward  5— Ir  s-ems  to  me  that  this 
is  an  unusual  cour-e  f  or  us  to  cak-i  inreiardto 
the  fun  :s  of  th-  city,  aod  that  we  are  going  into 
som  thing  w:i  kno  «  nothing  about.  The  proper 
place  to  leave  it  is  io  the  hand  .  of  the  committee 
and  the  Treasuter,  who  can  look  after  it  carefully 
all  to*  tim°,  aud  who  will  know  what  is  best  to  be 
dore. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9— Tt  is  ve-v  important  in 
the  opinion  of  the  c 'Tiraittee  chat  tbey  should 
havetiie  privilege  of  making  such  regulations  as 
the  order  proposed.  It  has  been  carefully  con- 
sidered. 


Mr.  Noyes— That  is  why  I  want  to  keep  it  there 
and  why  th^y  should  oof  throw  tbs  responsibility 
upou  te  City  Council. 

Mr.  Sampsoo  of  Ward  10— I  think  the  gentleman 
misapprehends  the  order.  It  does  cor,  emanate 
from  the  Finance  Committee  biit  fiotn  the  Treas- 
ury Commitree.  No*  the  Treasurer  deposit-!  whare 
hH  pleases;  this  order  puts  it  under  the  control  of 
the  Finance  Committer. 

Mr.  Osborne  of  Ward  8— It  is  «hi  wish  of  the 
Treasurer  that  some  such  change  snould  be 
made.  H«  doc  n't  wish  to  assume  the  lespoosi- 
bilitv  and  th-rstore  the  committee  recommend 
the  change  as  suggested . 

Mr.  Noye= — Tjat  power  would  properly  belong 
to  the  two  committees.  I  still  think  it  ought  to 
remain  where  it  is,  for  if  chev  wanted  to  make  iL 
depositor  $50,000  over  the  limit  they  would  have 
to  come  to  the  City  Council  for  authority  .  There- 
fore I  move  that  it  remain  witn  the  committees  on 
Finance  ttna  Treasury  and  the  City  Treasurer. 

Mr.  Peabody— That  would  be  leaving  it  in  very 
loos«  shape.  The  placing  of  these  deposits  is  a 
very  serious  lesponsibility ;  aod  think  of  the 
temptation  to  favor  this  or  that  bank  in  making 
the  arrangements.  The  Council  could  not  do  a 
more  unwise  thing  thaa  to  throw  all  regulations 
to  th<>  wind,  except  to  sa=  to  a  certain  committee, 
whoever  they  may  'be  in  future,  and  to  the  Treas- 
urer, wtoever  he  may  be,  You  may  deposit  any 
amount  anywhere.  I  am  not  speaking  too  strong- 
ly ^hen  I  say  it  would  be  disastrous  to  the  city  to 
have  that  cour  e  pursued. 

Mr.  Noyes's  amendment  was  lost,  and  tne  sub- 
stitute order  of  Mr.  Peabody  as  amended  was 
passed.    Sent  up. 

PASSAGEWAY  FROM  SCHOOL  STREET  TO  COURT 
SQUARE. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4  offered  the  foliswing: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Common  and  Public  Grounds  03  instructed 
to  repot  t  upon  rhe  expediency  of  reoponingthe 
passageway  from  Court  square  to  School  street  on 
the  northerly  side  of  City  Hsill. 

Mr.  Whitmore  explained  that  the  previous  order 
bearing  on  this  subject  was  at  a  dead  lock  in  the 
Committee  on  Streets,  and  hs  de-ired  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common  to  pass  upon  this  p*  rt,  over 
which  they  have  jurisdiction. 

Mr.  Page  of  Wtid  9  explained  that  the  commit- 
tee stood  4  to  4 ;  that  there  was  great  opposition, 
as  it  passed  by  cne  windows  of  the  Board  of 
Health's  room.    There  were  also  other  objections. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  the  matter  was  somewhat 
comolicated,  and  perhaps  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
he  Buildings  had  some  right  to  he  heard. 

Mr.  Peabody  thougnt  the  matter  would  keep  for 
one  week,  aid  he  moved  to  adjourn. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  Council  was  ad- 
journed. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

DECEMBER    6,    1875. 


Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man Clark,  chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS. 

Ward  Officers  to  Fill  Vacancies :  Ward  9— J.  B. 
F.  Thomas,  Inspector,  in  place  or  William  P. 
Kubn,  decheed;  Ward  19— Richard  H.  Allen,  In- 
spector, in  place  of  William  H.  Adams,  p on  resi- 
dent; Ward  22—  William  a.  Adams,  Inspector,  in 
place  of  William  H.Sawtelle,  declined;  Ward  6— 
Thomas  J.  Devenuy,  in  olace  of  Timothy  J. 
Dacev,  declined. 

Public  Weigher— Timothy  Donahoe. 

Seveialiy  confirmed. 

ORDER  OF  NOTICE. 

The  petition  of  Chauncey  Thomas,  for  leave  to 
locate  a  steam  engine  and  boiler  at  103  Chestnut 
street,  was  considered  on  an  order  of  notice.  No 
one  appeared  to  objrct,  and  the  petition  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Mary  H.  Clapp 
et  al.,  that  Mt.  Vernon  street,  Dorchester,  be 
graded  and  put  in  order. 

Petitions  for  btick  sidewalks  in  front  of  es- 
tates of  German  Church  on  sha«mut  avenue,  be- 
tween Coob  and  Lucas  streets;  Samuel  Felton,  21- 
27  Glenwood  street;  George  W.  Meserve,  Brook 
avenue. 

John  McEizo,  for  leave  to  move  a  wooden 
building  from  95  Hampshire  street  to  10»  same 
street. 

D.  F.  Flagg  et  al.,  that  Alden  street  be  repaved. 

Elias  Cr>  its  et  al.,  that  the  name  of  Albion  court 
be  cha  ged  to  Albion  SQuate. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  J.  C.  Lipman,  for 
leave  io  maintain  his  projecting  lamp  at  83  Sud- 
bury street. 

Thomas  E.  McKeuna,  for  leave  to  maintain  a 
p/ojectmg  mnrara.  corner  of  Parkman  and 
Blossom  stieets. 

Oliver  Stackpole,  for  leave  t0  maintain  his  lan- 
tern ;it  the  National  House,  Raymarket  square. 

Daniels  &  Co.,  for  le*ve  to  maintain  their  signs 
at  25  Sudbury  street,  coiner  of  Friend  street. 

A.  D.  Jaquith,  for  leave  to  pioject  a  lantern  at 
the  Webster  House,  East  Boston. 

Boston  Young  Women's  Christian  Association,  to 
maintain  a  la  tern  at  68  Warre-ton  street. 

To  the  Committee  on   Health   on  the  part   ot 
the  Board.    Meirick  Mansfield,  for  leave  to  occu- 
py a  new  wooden  stable  lor  two  horses    on  Mt 
Vernon  street,  W;  rd  16. 

H.E.Hall  &  Co.,  tor  leave  to  occupy  a  a  old 
wooden  stable  tor  twenty-five  horses  on  Portland 
street,  No.  189. 

A.  S.  Blood,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  on  Mt.  Vernon  street,  Ward 
16. 

Adam  Hohn,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Washington  street,  Ward 
17. 

Stephen  Connelly,  for  leave  to  locate  a  stable  for 
one  horse  on  Guam  prey  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  Benjamin  Noyes, 
for  leave  to  open  a  seating  part  on  the  Back  Bay. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Assessors'  Depart- 
ment. Notice  from  Jacob  Bancroft  in  relation  to 
certain  raxfs  illegally  assessed  upon  estate  of 
Warren  N.  Abbott  on  Portland  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Hersey  Brothers, 
for  a  sewer  in  S«ett  street,  near  Elleiy  st.eet 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Common,  etc.  Calvin 
A.  Richards,  et  al.,  that  children  be  allowed  to 
skate  on  the  pond  in  Chester  square. 

Aldeiman  Worthmgton  suggested  that  it  was 
desnvble  to  have  this  petition  granted  as  early  as 
possible,  that  the  children  might  have  all  the  op- 
portunity they  c»uld  for  skating  before  the  snow 
fell;  and  that  the  committee  should  have  full 
power. 

The  Chairman  said  the  committee  have  full  con- 
trol of  tbe  parks  and  squares. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Report  and  order  for  Mayor  to  petition  Congress 
fo>-  an  appropriation  with  which  to  erect  the  pro- 
posed monument  at  Yorktown,  Va.,  as  voted  by 


Congress  Oct.  29, 1781.    (City  Doc.  No.  119.)    Order 
passed.    Sent  down. 

Report  and  order  proposing  to  expend  the  sum, 
of  $5000  foi  portfolios  illustrative  of  the  progress 
of  this  citv  during  the  last  110  years,  for  exhibi- 
tion at  the  Centennial  Exposition,  and  subse- 
quently tor  deposit  in  the  Public  Libiarv  of  this 
city. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  want  to  hear  some 
good    explanation    why   we  should    appropriate 
$5000,  or  an?   portion  of  it,  to  send  a  matter  of 
that  kind  to  Philadelphia.    As  I  stated  last  week, 
this  is  an  attempt  made  by  the  Philadelphians  to 
get  up  an  immense    business   n«=xt  year    under 
cover  of  a  centennial  celebration.      I    have   ssen 
nothing  to  change  my  mind.      On   the   contrary 
here   is    a    very   shrewd    attempt   on    the    pai  t 
of    the    Philadelphians    to    get    an     appropria- 
tion  from    evetv    town    and    village    to    assist 
them    in    getting    up    a   celebration   there  that 
will  surpas-s  any  other.    You  can  trace  it  in  every 
department.    The  boot  aid  shoe  dealers  are  to 
erect  a  budding  and  send  men  there  to  help  out 
the  celebration.    Thelf.dies  are  to  raise  $100,000. 
Mrs.  Southwick  is  getting  $10,000  from  the  chil- 
dren in  the  schools  that  »  schoolhouse  of  today 
maybe  erected  there  and  compared  with  a  log- 
cabin  structure  ot  100  year.;  ago.    The  mechanics 
are  to  raise    money   to   send    to  Philadelphia.    I 
think  we  snouio  take  care  of  Bo-ton.    On.-  taxes 
ate  very  high,  and  may  re  higher  before  they  are 
lower.    Our  real   estate  is  decreasing  i'j  va^e, 
while  our   raxes  are  mci  easing,  and  our  people 
are   eeginniug  to  feel  it.    It  is  $5000  here,  and 
$10,000  there  and    $20,000   in  another   place,  until 
the  people  are  sick  of  it.  More,  sir;  we  aie  to  have 
a  celebration  in  Boston.  Of  all  places  on  this  con- 
tinent, Boston  is  the  place   that   should  celebrate 
in  1876;  and  if  we  are  to  spend   money  on    a   cele- 
bration next  year,  we  should    spend  it  in  Boston 
and    iot  send    it    to   Philadelphia.    Until  I  hear 
good  and  sufficient  reasons  for  the   passage  of  the 
order,  I  shall  vcte  against  it. 

Alderman  Burrage— How  general  is  this  to  be  in 
other  cities?  Are  other  cities  to  contribute  to 
any  exteot  in  this  matter? 

Alderman  Bigelow— So  far  as  I  am  informed  I 
can  give  no  information  upon  this  point.  I 
have  n't  heard  of  a  single  instance  of  a  city  in- 
tending to  respond  to  the  request.  I  submitted 
this  re oort  and  order  from  the  committee,  but  I 
must  confess  that  I  have  n't  much  heait  m  it.  To 
a  certain  extent  my  feelings  are  in  accord  with 
those  of  the  Alderman  from  the  Highland  Dis- 
trict; at  tie  (same  time  if  the  Board  decide  tbit  it 
should  be  done,  I,  as  on?  of  the  coo£imitiee,will  do 
my  best  to  have  a  credit,  bte  exhibit. 

Aldermai  O'Brien— This  matter   is    not  forced 
upon  us  by  the  Philadfcipbiaus,  but  bv  the  Massa- 
chusetts  Commission  who    ar°   to  represent  this 
State  at  Philadelphia.    If  lundetstana   tbe  tem- 
per of  tbe  committee,  thev  will  not  urge  this  mat- 
ter verv  strongly.    We  have  been    called   upon  to 
contribute  a  certain    amount   of  work    and  if  we 
comply  wrtb  all  the  conditions  it  would  take  some 
$40,000  or  $50,000,  instead  of  $5000.    As  the    com- 
mittee intend  to  do  ir,  tee  expense  will   be  about 
$2500.    There  is  another  view  to  be    taken  of   this 
matter.      Boston    is     looked    upos    as    an    old- 
fashioned    sort     of    a     city— as     1  avmg     made 
scarcely    any     progress     during    the    past    one 
hundred  years.    But    the   facts   designed  to  be 
presented  at  the  Centennial  will  show  that  Boston 
has  macie  aa  ripid  progress  in   wealth   and  pros- 
perity and  intelligence  as  any  other  city  in  the 
country.    It  is  to  do  awaj  with  the  roea  prevalent 
outside  that  this   matter  was   suggested    by  the 
Massachusetts   Commission.    We'  have   an  idea, 
and  in  fact    we   know,   tnat   Boston  has  a  model 
City  Government ;  ano  if  we  represented  to  them 
the  extent  of  our  growth  and  prosp&rity,  rbe  ex- 
tent of    charitable    and  penal   institutions,   our 
public  schools,  our  fire  department,    and  ail  the 
departments  of  the  City  Government,  it  might  at- 
tract considerable    attention   there   or   it    might 
rot.       Io      the     greai     mas",     of     material     it 
might   pass   unnoticed;    but   even    if   it  should 
pass  unnoticed  there,  it  will  be  pieced  in  our  Pub- 
lic Library,  and  a  hundred  years  from  tnis  time, 
when  the  nation  celebrates  its  200th  anniversary, 
tbe  book  could  be  referred  to  as  the  standpoint  of 
a  hundred  years  before,  and  it  vouldbeof  far  more 
value  at  that  time  thai  would  be  the  cost  to  pre- 
sent it  now.    l  am  very  indifferent  about  it.    It 
will  call  for  considerable  work  on  the  part  of  the 
committee;    and  if  this  Board  in  theii  wisdom 
don't  think  it  expedient  to  spend  the  $2500  or 
$5000, 1  should  be  perfectly  satisfied. 
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Alderman  Wo:thington — I  do  not  take  quite  so 
dismal  a  view  of  Boston  as  does  the  Aloerman 
who  has  just  sat  down  If  the  impression  i« 
abroad  that  we  have  been  standing  still  for  100 
years,  1  oou't  think  the  pictures  they  propose  to 
send  to  Philadelphia  will  change  it — certainly  not 
those  they  cao  S'Stid  iq  an  album,  .'f  they  want 
figures  they  ca  a  take  them  from  the  census  re- 
ports, for  we  should  have  to  get  them  there.  Then 
the  idea  of  sending  them  to  Philadelphia  for  four 
months  and  then  brmgjDg  them  back  aoo  showing 
theni  a  lOOvears  hence!  I  woiud  lather  sav"  the 
montv,  and  not  be  expased  100  yea's  hence. 
I  am  well  aware  that  it  comes  from  the 
Massachusetts  Commission.  Well,  what  is  that? 
The  State  has  appropriated  $50,000 ;  and 
they  begin  by  paying  $14,000  in  salaries  to  the 
comm'ssi  oners  and  clerks;  and  they  are  m  the 
same  building  « ith  another  commission  ;  and  the 
two  commissions  are  pulling  each  other's  hair 
and  seeing  which  will  do  the  most— one  at  an  ex- 
pens  of  $14,000  ror  salaries,  and  the  other  for 
comparatively  little  or  rjothmg.  I  cannot  see  any 
reason  wi.y  we  should  spend  money  to  seed  any- 
thing to  Philadelocia. 

Alderman  O'Brien — The  idea  is  not  merely  to 
send  representations  of  Boston  100  years  ago,  but 
as  she  has  stood  at  different  intervals  since.  I 
know  that  the  commissi  aa  had  one  article  in  their 
circular— "short  biograptrcal  sketches  ano  photo- 
graphs of  leading  citizens."  1  believe  we  did  n't 
consider  that  point,  and  left  it  out;  but  I  suggest 
to  tb*  Alderman  from  the  Highlands  that  if  he 
will  furnish  a  biographical  sketch  and  photograph 
of  himself  we  would  seud  it  to  Philadelphia,  but 
as  hi  oeclines  to  uo  thai,  I  am  atraid  (hat  very 
few  photographs  will  find  a  place  in  that  album. 

Aloerman  Power — I  move  that  the  older  lie 
upon  the  table. 

AldermanWorthington— I  hope  we  shall  dispose 
of  it  in  some  way  different  from  that.  We  should 
make  an  end  ol  lttoaay. 

Aldeimar  Power — I  have  heard  nothing  yet  to 
lead  me  to  vote  for  the  oid^r;  but  I  don't  know 
but  that  it  may  be  in  the  power  of  those  having 
charge  of  the  order  to  convince  me  that  it  might 
be  proper  to  pass  it,  and  that  is  the  reason  I  made 
the  motion.  An  indefinite  postponement  would 
end  it.  Facts  may  be  brought  forward 
that  would  sho  v  rhat  is  a  proper  thing 
to  do,  and  that  Boston  should  be  repre- 
sented in  some  way.  I  think,  however, 
that  Boston  can.  be  reasonably  excused  from  mak- 
ing at  y  considerable  contribution  towarfls  that 
enteipnse,  as  she  stands  entirely  different  from 
any  oth^r  city  in  the  Union,  having  had  so  many 
misfortunes  within  the  last  few  years,  by  which 
the  pockets  of  our  taxpayers  have  been  constantly 
drained.  Tbeiefore,  we  should  not  ado  any  nore 
burdens  to  the  community  than  can  possibly  be 
avoided.  Toe  Government  can  be  easily  drawn 
into  the  passage  of  these  lirtle  matters.  Of  course 
large  matters  attract  attention;  but  so  many  of 
these  little  matters  make  largt  amounts.  I  think 
Bosto:  may  reasonably  be  ex  used  from  making 
any  gieat  i  ontnbution  to  this  enterprise,  in  view 
of  the  heavy  burdens  that  ar<<  upon  our  tax- 
payers. I  have  c  ot  yet  heard  any  reasons  for  vot- 
ing for  the  order,  but  thinking  thai  possibly  some 
good  reacos  may  come  up  which  would  mate  trie 
appiopiiation  desirab'e,  I  move  that  jU  be  laid 
upon  the.  table. 

The  motion  prevailed— 7  for,  3  against. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE    COMMON    COUNCIL    FOR    CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Petitions  W'  re  referted  in  concarrecce. 

The  ord^r  '<>  regulate  the  deposits  of  city  funds 
in  hanks  of  this  city  came  up  ame  ded,  so  as  to 
piovide  "tb^t  t*ie  whole  amoui  t  of  deposits  in 
any  oae  bank  shall  not  at  any  time  exceed  fifty 
per  c  ntum  of  the  paid-in  capital  of  said  bank." 
CoDcorred. 

The  order  in  lelation  to  the  disposition  ot  house 
offal  came  up  amended  so  as  to  provide  that  the 
Committee  on  Health  shall  dispose  of  the  house 
offal  daily,  at  retail. 

AldermanWorthington— I  do  not  kuow  that  I 
have  any  objections  to  the  amendment.  There 
seems  to  be  a  desire.on  the  part  ot  a  majority  of  the 
Common  Council,  that  we  should  ascertain  what 
the  aftual  value  ot  the  house  offal  is,  and  we  can 
do  that  positively  in  no  othbt  way  than  by  retail- 
ing it  out.  I  am  still  of  the  opinion  that  it  would 
be  better  to  sell  it  bv  contract;  but  if  the  feeling 
is  for  retailing  it,  I  shall  not  object.  I  feel  very 
sure  that  we  shall  get  more  by  selling  it  by  con- 
tract than   by  retailing  it.    I  am  sure  that  any 


contractor  can  get  more  for  it  than  the  city 
can.  Any  private  individual  having  the  contract 
will  attend  to  it,  circulate  among  the  farmers, 
and.  .set  a,  highei  price  from  rhem,  and  be 
better  able  to  sell  it  advantageously  than  any 
agent  of  the  city  can.  I  do  not  suppose  the  city 
ceuld  put  an  agent  there  woo  would  go  into  the 
business  and  follow  it  up  as  a  contractor  would. 
No  agent  we  have  does  so.  Quite  a  number  of 
men  say  it  is  worth  more  money  than  we  are  get- 
ting at  present.  I  am  continent  we  shall  have 
bids  in  the  vicinity  of  tnft  sums  named  to  the 
Board  last  week.  I  do  not  believe  we  should  get 
less  than  $20,000  for  it  by  contracting  it  out;  and 
I  am  quite  sure  we  should  n't  get  more  than  two- 
thirds  of  that  by  selling  it  at  retail.  The  com- 
mittee took  the  ii  eitv  of  advertising  and  have  re- 
ceived from  thirty  to  forty  bids.  They  have  not  yet 
been  opened,  but  the  clerk  says  tue  box  is  full 
and  he  can  hardly  stuff  any  more  in.  I  am  very 
confident w  shall  have  ample  and  large  bids; 
still,  if  the  Board  and  the  Council  desire  that  it 
shall  be  sold  at  retail, I  have  no  objection  to  it. 
The  Board  concurred  m  the  amend meut. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Aldetmau  Power  submitted  reports  andordeis 
from  the  Committee  on  Paving,  as  follows: 

Reoort  and  order  for  a  plank  walk  on  one  side 
ot  Math"r  street  between  Dorchester  avenue?  and 
Allstoa  street,  Ward  24;  also  oo  Thetford  ave.ue, 
between  Norfolk  street  and  the  new  scnoolhouse. 
Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  that  notice  be  and  hereby  is 
given  to  the  New  York  &  New  England  Railroad 
(Jomoany  to  erect  a  gate  on  the  easterly  side  of 
its  crossing  on  Dud  ky  street,  Dorchester;  a.,  d  to 
place  said  gate  so  that  it  shall  hang  across  the 
ttacks  of  said  railroad  when  open,  to  allow  *.  ehi- 
cles  »nd  passengeis  to  cross  said  trscks;  also  to 
reconstruct  the  g'te  now  oa  the  westerly  side  of 
saia  crossing,  so  that  it  shall  hang  in  the  same 
way;  also  to  station  two  tesponsible  agents  to 
open  and  close  said  gates  whenever  an  engine  or 
•  train  passes.    Order  passed. 

Renort  and  ortiet  to  pay  Abbott  Lawieuce 
$364.50  for  grade  damages  a«fc  13  JCornhill.  Order 
read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  permits  to  William 
Cavaragh  ro  move  a  wooden  building  fiom  Savin 
Hill  avenue  to  Sag  more  street,  W<trd  16;  and  to 
John  S.  Blair  to  movr  woo  'en  building  on  Walnut 
avenue.    Sevt tally  accepted. 

Report  and  order  tor  edgestoaes  and  bric'f  side- 
walk in  front  of  estate  of  Yeatoo  Jeunesfc,  21  and 
23  Mai  cell  a  street.    Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  brick  sidewalk  in  front  of 
estate  of  Thomas  S.  H  dge,  29  Gleuwood  street. 
Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Oroertopay  heirs  of  Charles  Dana  $400  for 
grade  damages  on  Washington  street,  Brighton, 
and  rescinding  the  order  passed  March  16,  1874. 
Read  twic  .  and  passed. 

Ordered,  Tnat  the  sum  of  $29.37  be  abated  from 
the  amount  of  $74.19  assessed  Pearct  &  Cfcici  for 
sidewalk  on  Medford  street,  and  the  same  as- 
sessed to  G.  &  F.  H.  Gifford. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

COMMON,  ETC. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Co  nmo  ,  that  in  their  opin- 
ion it  is  inexpedient  tor  the  Ciry  Council  to  accept 
the  offei  ot  Sidney  B.  Morse,  tendering  to  the 
city  a  tract  of  land  to  be  used  as  a  park  tor  a  term 
of  years  under  ce  tain  conditions.  Accepted. 
Sent  down. 

ASSESSORS'    DEPARTMENT. 

Aldeiman  Harris  from  the  Joiat  Committee  on 
Assessors'  Department,  submitted  a  report  of 
leave  to  withdraw  on  pe.itiou  of  F.  I.  Kiaft  et  al. 
for  abatement  ot  tax  assessed  upon  the  property 
on  Shawmut  avenue  and  Lucas  street  usea  as  a 
German-E'  glish  school.    Accepted.    Sent  down. 

UNDERTAKERS'    FEFS. 

Alderman  Harris  offered  the  following: 
Orc'ered,  That  the  Committee  on  Health,  on  the 
part  of  this  Board,  be  requested  to  consider  and 
report  what  fees,  if  any,  undertaken  are  entitled  to 
receive  for  making  the  returns  required  of  them 
by  chapter  21  of  the  General  Statutes,  and  by 
whom  such  fees  shall  be  paid. 
Passed. 

SEWERS. 

Aldermavi  Harris,  from  the  Committee  on  Sew- 
ers, submitted  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $196.28  assessed  upon 
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Benjamin  Brown  for  a  sewer  in  South  Eden  street 
be  and  the  same>  is  hereby  abated. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

LAND    DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Harris, from  tbe  Committee  01 Streets 
onthepatt  of  tbe  Board,  submitte  •.  the  follow- 
ing: 

Orders  to  pay  for  land  damages— Hugh  Garey, 
$98.40;  Fl  re'  tic e  Scbnetzer,  $55,  foi  land  takeu 
in  »an.ie  of  Florentine  Schnelzer;  Louis  K-ohler, 
$54;  Michael  E.  Harris,  $168.75;  Edward  Flaherty, 
$58.80;  Andrew  McGuire,  $54;  And.-ew  Essig,  $54 
— severally  on  account  of  the  wideuiDg  of  Baxter 
street.    Srverallv  read  twice  and  passed. 

Otdeis  to  pay  for  land  damages — Fracicis  C.  Cre- 
ber,  $1102.50,  wideniLg  of  Blue  Hill  avenue;  Mary 
E.  Donahue,  $400,  widening  ot  Carolina  avenue. 
Severally  read  twice  a<,d  pasted. 

EMPLOYMENT  FOR  THE  DESERVING     POOR. 

Ald-rmau  VV oi ihington  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  m  Paving  be  te- 
quescsd  io  cousidtr  and  report  whethei  a  plan 
cannot  be  deviseo  by  whicu  employment  may  be 
furnished  to  men  with  familie>  who  applp  for  re- 
lief to  tbe  Overseers  of  he  Poor,  at  such  a  rate  of 
comnensatiou  as  will  temporarily  relieve  tieir  ne- 
cessities. 

Alaerman  Worthmgtiiu— I  have  offered  tbat  or- 
der from  tbe  tact  that  I  learned  rhat  at  the  office 
of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  they  hive  as  hign  as 
fifty  application*  a  day  tiom  able-bodisdmeu  wbo 
sav  that  they  have  families  oo  theii  hands  and 
are  in  actual  want,  but  can  get  no  employment 
whatever.  Oub  of  the  Overseers  of  tne  Poor  tells 
me  thoy  aie  comptlled  to  support  those  families, 
and  he  thinks  thbie  should  be  some  way  provided 
wheivby  they  can  hav^  some  employment  aod  at 
least  nartiallv  earn  their  living.  1  believe  that 
some  way  can  be  devised  to  spend  money  so  that 
it  would  pay  to  support  tuose  families, 
so  that  they  may  not  have  to  lose  their 
self-iesptct,  fcnd  so  that  they  may  earn 
enough  to  give  their  chilaien  bread  without 
beggiug  lor  it.  I  1-arnea  that  immediateK  after 
the  election  of  an  Oversee*  of  the  Poor  to  succeed 
Dr.  Allen,  a  short  n  ue  ago,  almost  ths  first  notice 
he  had  of  his  election  was  an  application  from 
men  wbo  were  in  actual  waat.  He  found  they 
were  aole-bodied  men,  desirous  of  work  and  with 
families  to  support.  He  went  to  a  gentleman  itid 
asked  mm  if  ue  wouid  employ  tbose  men  at  a  col- 
lar a  day;  and  the  gr  ntfeman said  oe  aid  c  ot  i  eed 
them,  but  if  thev  would  work  at  a  dollar  a  day  he 
would  give  th?m  emaloyment.  He  did  so.  and  has 
put  (Qirteen  men  at  work  id;  re.  I  tbink  some 
way  should  be  found  to  employ  those  men 
at  some  price,  eveu  if  it  be  at  only  fifty  cents  a 
day;  for  we  shall  have  \o  pay  more  than  that  to 
support  them.  Therefore  I  have  put  in  the  order 
to  see  if  we  hive  n't  got  some  places  where  these 
men  c-nb?  set  to  work  preparing  stoi  e  for  use  in 
the  spring,  or  doing  something  tnat  can  be  done 
durinsr  the  winter.  Let  anything  be  done  rathsr 
than  have  men  with  families  beggng  toi  bread. 
I  hope  the  committee  will  give  attention  to  this 
ana  devise  some  way  at  ooce  so  that  tnese  deserv- 
ing poor  men  with  families  can  earn  an  honest 
liviog  and  not  be  compelled  to  oeg. 

The  order  was  passed. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Worthingtou  submitted  a  report  fiom 
the  Comanctee  on  Health  on  tne  part  of  the  Board 
in  favor  of  granting  a  permit  to  George  H.Nor- 
man to  occupy  a  new  brick  stable  at  343  Beacon 
street.    Accepted. 

CLAIMS. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Joiot  Committee  on  Claims: 

Report*  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  of 
Joseph  B.  Glover,  to  bave  the  costs  of  his  suit 
against  the  city  refuodeo  ;  George  W.  West  aod 
others,  to  be  compensated  for  alleged  dam  ges  to 
the  estate  of  Marv  West,  caused  by  acts  of  the 
city  in  procu  ing  an  ddditional  supply  of  water 
from  Sudbury  Ri^er.    Severally  accepted. 

Reports  that  tnev  have  settled  the  claims  ot 
petitions  as  follows:  R.  Holmes,  for  injuries  done 
to  his  house  by  the  breaking  ot  a  culvert  on  Heath 
street,  $100;  John  B.  Gately,  for  injuries  sustained 
by  his  house  at  the  co>ner  ot  Girard  street  and 
Norfolk  avenue,  $50;  Gilbert  Wait,  for  services  in 
the  care  of  Mrs,  Kimball,  wbo  suffered  personal 
injuries  by  a  fall  on  the  sidewalk  at  579 Broadway, 
$300.    Severally  accepted. 

Severally  sent  down. 


LICENSES, 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Lisenses,  as  follows: 

Dealer  in  Secona-hand  Articles  Licensed— Al- 
bert Mayers,  119  South  street. 

Amusement  License  Granted — William  B.  Stacy, 
agent,  to  give  concerts  at  Tremont  Temple. 

Wagon  Licease  Granted—  John  White,  35  Pearl 
street. 

Severally  accepted. 

WOODEN  BUILDINGS. 

Aldermaa  Pope,  from  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings,  submitted 
reports  cd  orders  to  grant  peimits  io  erect  wood- 
en buildings  exceeding  legal  dimensions,  as  fol- 
lows: J.  Howes  Dvei,  Annawan  avenue,  near  Cen- 
tral Station,  Ward  17;  D.  Waldo  Lincoln,  Texas 
street,  near  Market,  street,  Waro  19;  aiso  report 
and  oroer  for  peirnit  to  D.  Waldo  Lincoln  to  erect 
wooden  building  on  Buffalo  sireet. 

Orders  severally  read  twise  arid  passed.  Sett 
down. 

EASTERN-AVENUE  BRIDGE. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris  the  Board  took 
up  the  special  assignment  for  5  P.M.,  viz.,  ordi- 
nance i">  addition  to  oraiuance  iu  relation  to 
budges,  by  which  the  office  of  Superintendent  of 
Ea item- avenue  bridge  is  established.  (Citv  Doc. 
No.  120.) 

On  motion  of  Aldennan  Woi  rbington  the  name 
Congress-.'tnet  Bridge  was  substituted  for  East- 
ern-avenue Bridge,  and  the  ordinance  as  amended 
was  passed.    Sent  down, 

POLICE. 

Alaerman  Burrage  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Polic°  : 

Transfers  in  Appropriation..  Repoit  repre- 
senting that  to  meet  the  expeuses  ot  ihe  depart- 
ment it  is  necessary  to  make  transfers  within 
the-.r  appropriation  as  recommended  in  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Account-  be 
authorized  to  transf°r  from  the  item  for  "Salary 
ot  Patrolmen"  in  tbe  appropriation  for  Police,  the 
sum  of  $500  to  the  item  for  "feeding  prisoners," 
and  the  sum  of  $300  to  the  item  for  "horse  and 
carriage  h<re." 

Read  tv* ice  arc  passed— yeas  11,  nays  0.  Sent. 
do??n. 

Swing  Signs,  etc.  Alaerman  Burrage  submit- 
teo  reports  as  follows  from  the  Coejmittet;  on 
Police: 

Report  that  leave  be  granted  TJpion  Institution 
for  Savings  to  project  their  sign  a  distance  not 
more  iban  two  feet  from  the  building. 

Report  that  leave  be  granted  to  maintain  gas 
lamps  bv  Sbawmut-avenue  Baptist  Cnurch, corner 
of  Rutland  street. 

Report  that  leave  ba  granted  to  maintain  lamps 
by  0.  F.  Clark,  68  Causeway  street. 

R-.poi*ts  tbat  Vave  be  granted  to  maintaiu  mor- 
tars—J.  W.  Patch  &  Co.,  Camden  street;  James 
A.  Gleesou,  corner  Harrison  avenue  and  Harvard 
street;  I.  B. Patten  &  Co.,  cornet  of  Beacn  street 
and  Harrison  avenue;  W.  M.Barrett,  cornet  of 
Camden  street  and  Shawmut  avenue;  Patrick 
Monis,  corner  of  Beach  and  Federal  streets; 
Sanders  C.  Smith,  corner  of  Beach  and  Lincoln 
streets ;  James  F.  Caine,  corner  ot  Oak  and  flud- 
soj  streets;  Walter  E.  Backer,  91  Shawmut  ave- 
nue; Samue'  L.  Moore,  corner  of  Hanover  and 
Cross  streets;  Beuj.  F.  Stacy,  luortion  of  Bun- 
ker Hill, Vine  and  Tufts  streets  ;|Louisa  Fergu-on, 
corner  of  Dorchester  and  Eighth  streets ;  Howe  & 
Wairen,  374  Broadway. 

Rppcrt  in  favor  of  granting  leave  to  James  D. 
Judge  &  Co.,  to  maintain  a  mortar  and  a  plain 
unlettered  lantern  at  79  Beach  street,  providea 
the  sigij  around  the  post  be  amoved. 

Reports  that  leave  be  granteo  to  maintain  plain 
UDleittred  lanterns  by  Mrs.  M.  M.  Poillips,  91  Sud- 
bury scr-et;  Charles  L.  .•smith,  executor,  69  West 
Concord  strset. 

Allot  f-he  above  to  be  secned  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  Inspector  of  Buildings. 

Severally  accepted. 

Awnings.  Report  ihat  no  action  is  necessary  on 
petition  of  N.  G.  Perkins,  tbat  an  awning  id  front 
of  165  Bunker  Hill  street  be  allowed  to  remarn,  as 
no  parties  have  been  notified  to  remove  awniug 
frames.    Accented. 

Sireet  Musicians.  Report  that  the  Chief  of 
Police  has  been  instructed  to  prohioit  the  playing 
ot  music  m  Kilby  steet  and  Exchange  place  be- 
tween 9  A.M.  and  2  P.  M.,  as  prayed  for  by  Sturgis 
&  Brigham,  et  al.    Accepted. 
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PUBLIC   LIBRARY. 

Aldei  man  Quincy  submitted  a  ieport  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Library,  recommend- 
ing reference  to  next  City  Council  of  request  of 
Trustee*  of  Public  Library,  asking  that  tbj  gal- 
lery of  Bates  Hall  be  enlarged  according  to  \ Ian 
prepared  by  the  City  Arc  itect.  Accptedand 
reftned  acsor  mgly.    Send  down. 

PROTECTION  OF  LABORERS. 

Alderman  Quincy  submitted  the  following: 
Th  *  Joint  Standing  Committee  o  .  Ordinances, 
to  whom  was  referred  an  ordei  in  i elation  to  the 
protectioD  of  tlie  employe^  of  city  contractors, 
haviug  consideredthe  subject,  :>eg  leav-i  to  report: 
The  order  in  question  contemplat-d,  first,  ihe  re- 
quirement ot  a  bono  fromcoi  tractors  conditioned 
for  the  payment  ot  workmen;  and,  second,  tbe 
withholding  of  moo*/  payable  by  t  e  city  to  con- 
tractors to  m°et  the  just  claims  "of  unoaid  work- 
men. It  being  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor 
tbat  the  penalty  of  such  a  bond  could  not  legally 
be  enforced  by  the  city,  there  only  remains  to  be 
considered  by  your  committee  the  desirability 
ant)  effect  ot  an  attencpi  to  protect  the  workman 
by  the  proposed  withholding;  of  money  due  Bis 
employer.  Your  i  ommittee  are  of  the  opinion 
that  auy  attempt  at  interfer.nce  in  the  manner 
proposed  between  tbe  laborer  and  his  employer 
woul  i  i  esult  in  more  harm  than  advantage  to  the 
former,  as  ir,  <*  ould  eneo;. rage  the  idea  that  the 
city  was  iu  same  manner  liable,  and  thus  deluae 
bim  into  a  false  sense  ot  security.  To  r°nder 
such  protection  effectual  it  woula  oe  cecessaryto 
render  it  obligato/y  upon  tbe  committee  or  board 
to  withhold  money  due  upon  contracts  whenever 
auy  claim  by  an  employe,  either  false  or  just, 
sbould  be  filed  against  the  contractor.  Th^  valid- 
ity and  justice  ot  the  rUim  must  then  be  de- 
cided by  the  committee  or  boar  a  instead 
of  by  tbe  legal  tribunal  which  vould  be  otherwise 
resorteo  to,  arid  webich  woula  ne  more  likely  to 
render  a  just  decision  between  the  parties.  If 
every  coutract  should  contain  a  provision  ena- 
bling '  very  workman  to  cite  bis  employer  to 
defend  himself  before  the  committee  or  board  as 
well  as  before  the  courts  ot  law,  h  is  our  opinion 
tbac  the  best  class  of  contractors  and  the  safest 
for  the  workmen,  woulc  bo  1o>  ger prefer  to  serve 
the  city  than  othei  corporations,  and  that  the 
controversies  whiou  would  tben  arise  demanding; 
tha  time  an  J  aitention  of  a  commit  ee  or  board 
i. ot  without.  o;h3r  auties  would  b-s  endless.  Thus 
litigation  would  be  encouraged,  the  city's  inter- 
ests imperilled  and  the  attempt  to  interfere  to 
protect  the  workman  r.  suit  in  driving;  our  of  the 
city's  employ  the  reliable  and  honesr  clj.ss  of  con- 
tractor-! against  whom  no  protection  is  needed. 
Tho  committ°e  would  again  lepoit  that  the  order 
ought  cot  to  pass. 

Laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Alderman 
Quincy,  to  enable  a  member  of  the  committee  to 
present  a  minority  report. 

SPECIALLY   ASSIGNED. 

O.i  motion  of  Aide,  man  Hairis,  the  reports  of 
le  ve  to  withdraw  o  ,  petitions  of  John  Jeffries  et 
al.,  for  abatement  ot  taKes  assessed  on  land  at 
East  Bosi on,  were  taken  trom  the  table,  acd  it 
appearing  that  the  parties  interested  had  left  the 
hail,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Prescort  the  subject 
was  specially  assigned  tor  Mondav  evening  next 
at  5  o'clock  P.  M. 

SALARIES  OF  CONSTABLES. 

On  motioc  of  Alderman  Harris,  the  Board  took 
from  the  table  the  report,  ot  Committee  on  Countv 
Accounts,  recommending-  passage  of  tbe  order  to 
fix  the  pay  of  the  con  lables  at  tbe  South  Boston 
courts  at  $1500  each  per  annum  from  apn]  1, 1875; 
and  the  nay  of  tbe  constable  at  the  Brighton  court 
at  $1200  from  said  t  ate. 

Alderman  BU'iris— In  ther-  report  ch"  committee 
havo  endesvoied  to  state  fully  toe  reason-  that 
governed  rhem  in  again  reporting;  this  order. 
They  gave  the  subject  careful  consideration, 
consulted  th~  judges  of  the  courts  and  mem- 
ber? of  the  bar— gentlemen  who  are  competent 
to  aavise,  and  v.no  know  what  is  :>quisite  to  en- 
sure dignity  and  the  enforcement  of  the  orders  of 
the  courts.  The  constables  of  these  courts  serve 
both  at  the  criminal  and  the  law  sessions.  We  oe- 
lieve  tuese  officers  perform  more  labor  than  is 
done  in  tbe  courts  ot  the  city  proper,  where  the 
offic-rs  serve  only  at  the  criminal  sessions.  We 
have  endeavoreo,as  far  as  was  in  our  power,  to 
equalize  tbe  salaries  and  make  them  as  near  right 
as  i«  possible.  The  officers  at  the  Sours  Boston 
courts  are  repiesented   to  bo  intelligent  and  hu- 


mane; and  we  believe  thsy  are  unduly  Daid,  iu 
comparison  with  those  In  the  other  courts.  lh& 
commiiee,  therefore,  h'  pe  the  oraei  viil  pass. 

Al  erman  Power— I  think  the  committee  have 
somewhat  shirked  the  duty  th-y  were  expecteo  to 
pet  form  when  this  order  was  recoa:  rcitted  to 
the  a.  It  was  supposed  then,  and  very  justly  too, 
in  my  m.nd,  that  sotae  ot  these  courts  were  not 
needed  and  that  it  would  be  better  to  abolish 
thea.  Lee  that  ths  committee  hav«  made  no 
report  at  all  upon  that  subject,  and  did  not  refer 
to  it.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  tbe  Alderman  wh  >  has 
just  spoken  bas  giver?  the  authority  on  wbic'i  he 
states  mat  he  thinks  tho-  salaiies  are  about 
right.  It  seems  to  me  that  if  they  waitt-d  to  give 
a  proper  report  to  tms  Boa^d  they  would  look  to 
a  disinterested  source  for  evidence  instead  of 
goingto  those  who  are  interested.  All  t'neinform- 
ation  the  cnaiiman  or  the  coru'imtre  gets  is  from 
the  Judges  of  tbe  Courts.  Why,  sir,  "onie  ot 
ihese  Constables  turn  in  a  great  deal  of  money  to 
some  of  the  Judges.  Some  of  the  Judges  are 
Bail  Commissioners,  and  it  is  no  wonde.  they  arti 
inteiesied  one  with  the  other.  Tbe  c<  mmittee 
should  havd  looked  somewhere  eLe  instead  of  go- 
ing; to  tbe  parties  wno  are  mteiested.  Every  one 
of  these  courts  is  a  mutual  admiration  socn-ty  al- 
together. It  is  not  supposed  that  any  o.e  of  them 
would  And  fault  wich  toe  high  salaries.  Tbey  are 
all  interested  to  bt.ve  tbe  salaiies  as  high  as'they 
possibly  can,  and  I  submit  to  this  Board  that  tor 
four  hours  per  day  service  the  salaries  these 
Constables  gvt  are  efficient.  The  Highland 
and  South  Boston  courts  do  more  business  than 
any  of  the  others,  and  tbf  average  time  ia  each  is 
four  hours  per  day,  tor  wbichthe  commitiPe  rec- 
ommend the  salaries  be  increased  from  $1100  to 
$1500.  It  any  ieasons  existed  at  the  begirning  ot 
the  year  against  any  increase  of  tb  ese  salgiri  es,those 
reasons  ?re  stronger  row  than  ijieu.  Listen  to 
the  Alderman  from  the  Highland  District,  when 
he  requests  the  Committee  on  Pavi  g  to  devise 
some  method  for  the  employment  of  poor  people. 
There  are  hundreds  of  these  poor  men  seeking 
employment  who  are  just  as  competent  bo 
fill  these  constables'  offices  as  those  who 
fill  them  now.  1  do  not  mean  to  cast 
any  reproach  upon  the  men  filling;  these  positions. 
I  have  no  fault  to  find  with  the  officers.  So  far  as 
I  know  they  are  good  men.  But  I  E:>ow  plenty  of 
men  who  are  seeking;  work  n  ion  our  streets  tooay 
who  arc  just  a-  well  qualified  by  education  and 
character  for  the  duties  of  constables  as  rhe  men 
who  fill  thosw  places.  Now,  chese  meo  have  their 
opcnrtunitits,  for  making  money,  aod  they  aie  not 
depen  >ent  u'^on  the  salaries  you  give  them.  I 
k  ow  that  one  of  thse  office  is  tn  the  South  Bos- 
eoo  court  does  a  business  vitn  bis  partner  worth 
$4000  a  year.  I  have  seen  the  bills,  or  one 
bill  at  least,  sent  to  a  lawyer  for  over  $200, 
and  the  money  was  earned  on  duties 
entirely  apart  from  this  court  business.  I  see  him 
at  his  office  in  Court  square  nearly  every  cay.  If 
one  of  these  constables  can  do  that,  other-  can,  if 
they  have  equal  ability,  and  I  pr-  sume  they  uo  so 
to  a  considerable  extent.  In  view  ot  ths  facr  mat 
these  couris  are  in  session  not  over  tour  hours 
per  day  on  tbe  average,  I  say  the  Solarie^  we  gave 
them  at  the  Beginning;  of  the  year  are  sufficient, 
and  the  officers  are  not,  deserving  of  an  in- 
crease. This  is  to  time  tojiacrease  salaries. 
Trj»y  are  very  well  paid  tor  ths  duties 
they  perforin  and  the  dme  required.  Then, 
again,  tbe  amount  of  money  tatun  m  court 
is  nothing  to  go  by  at  all.  T„ke  Some  of 
these  courts — tor  in. -tance,  the  Brighton  court.  I 
suppose  tbe  business  is  very  small  thaie.  The 
commitments  there  aie  mostly  on  fair  days;  the 
people  have  pleuty  ot  poney  ant)  pay  their  fioes, 
and  in  that  case  the  court  would  receive  a  great 
deal  of  money.  Tben,  agae,  there  13  a  verv  great 
difference  iu  the  judges,  some  of  whom  hear  a 
great  many  complaints  ip  a  year  and  grant  no 
warrants,  wnile  others  grant  warrants  for  every 
trivial  offence  tuat  comes  totb^tn.  These  facts 
aremsceptibieof  proof.  Tne  statistics  giv  n  are  no 
reliable  criterion.  It  is  we,ii  known  that  some  of 
the  juoges  magnify  the  business  of  their  courts 
by  grannog  complaints  for  every  little  offence. 
No-v  I  want  to  emphatically  disclaim  saying  any- 
thing against  the  character  of  these  constables. 
I  am  not  sure  but  they  are  competent  men,  and  I 
have  no  fault  ro  find  with  them.  So  far  as  1 
know,  their  characters  are  good  and  above  re- 
proach; hut  I  say  that  they  are  well  paid  lor  the 
duties  they  perform.  Therefore,  I  say  that 
this  order  should  aot  be  passed,  and  the  salaries 
they  get  are  no  criterim  of  the  amoui  t  of  mooey 
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tbey  receive  during  the  year.  For  these  reasons 
I  hope  the  order  to  mcre'asc  the  salaries  of  these 
men  will  not  pass. 

Alderman  O'Brien— The  report  of  the  committee 
commends  rtself  to  me  as  a  fair  and  equitable  ad- 
justment of  the  salaries  of  officsi  s  connected  with 
our  municipal  district  courts.  It  should  be  borne 
in  miod  that  tris  subject  was  before  us  more  than 
six  months  ago,  was  discussed  at  length  at  that 
tiine,  and  was  again  referred  back  to  the  commit- 
tee. After  a  lull  and  impartial  consideration  the 
committee  have  again  fixed  the  salaries  precisely 
the  same  as  was  reported  at  that  time.  I  might 
appeal  10  the  syoo  iathy  of  the  Board,  as  was  done 
here  some  « eeks  ago  when  the  rsduction  of  the 
pj.y  of  toe  taoorers  was  under  consideration,  and 
say  that  it  the  report  of  tie  <  ommittee  was  not 
sustained,  after  so  long  and  impartial  a  considera- 
tion, ic  would  be  a  decided  censure  on  chat  com- 
mittee; but  I  atn  convinced  that  tlis  report  is  so 
fair  and  just  that  it  is  able  >o  stand  alone,  and 
sboulo  be  ciscussed  only  on  its  merits.  I  do  not 
understand  why  Aloermen  surround  this  question 
with  outside  issues.  What,  foi  instauce,  has  the 
pav  of  a  policeman  to  no  with  the  salaries 
of  offlcers  in  our  court--?  Whv  not  take 
the  salaries  paid  to  sniifar  officers  m  toe 
courts  of  the  city  for  a  compa'ison  aud  a  guide. 
If  we  look  at  the  matter  in  This  light  and  crasidQr 
the  amount  of  work  performed,  ho*  noes  it 
stvua?  The  salaries  paid  to  similar  officers  in  the 
courts  of  Boston  are  $1800,  in  the  H'gblanos  $1500, 
in  South  Boston  $1140.  Are  the  services  of  a 
faithful  officer,  doing  precisely  the  saine  work  at 
South  Boston— working  even  more  hoars  aid  col- 
lecting a  larger  percentage  of  money — worth  only 
$1140,  while  others  are  paid  $1800  and  $1500?  Do 
we  fix  salaries  according  to  location?  and  is  South 
Boston  such  a  God-forsaken  place  that  a  faithful 
officei  must  be  doomed  because  be.  is  attached  to 
a  court  in  that  locality?  We  should  know  no  fa- 
vored locality  in  this  matter,  and  if  we  do  not  is  it 
because  the  mental  qualifications  and  capacity  of 
the  officeis  ar,  the  South  Boston  court  are  inferior 
to  the  officers  in  the  courts  m  Boston? 
Let  me  give  yju  some  idea  of  the  men 
who^t-  salaries  yon  are  now  about  to  fix. 
Sheriff  John  M.  Clerk,  after  a  long  acquaintance 
■. !  ith  Mr.  John  Rogers,  ore  of  these  officers,  says 
that  as  a  citizen,  police  officer  and  keeper  of  the 
prison,  he  has  ever  distinguished  himself  for  his 
capability  and  energy,  cornomed  with  bumaniu. 
Surgeon  General  Dale  says  that  John  Rogers,  a 
police  officer  of  this  city,  is  well-koowu  as  ao  of- 
ficer of  great  integrity  of  cnaraciei  and  upriihc- 
uess  in  his  official  lelatious.  Colouel  Clarke,  as- 
sistant provost  marshal  er  neral,  certifies  thit 
John  Rogers,  m  1864,  although  exempt  from  draft, 
furnished  a  substitute  tor  three,  years  in  the 
Union  Army,  and  says  he  rendered  valuable  ser- 
vices to  the  military  authorities  of  the  citv.  Cap- 
tain Bar  ard,  assistant  quartermaster,  certifies 
that  Police  Officer  John  Rogers  of  Staciou  No.  1, 
in  1863, 1864  and  1865,  arrested  fifty-two  ceserters 
an .i  bounty  jumpers,  and  vasaveiv  active  end 
vigila-at  officer.  General  Sicales  and  Adjutant 
General  Schouler  bave  certified  in  terms  ot 
high  commendation  for  his  valuable  services. 
This  i>' the  record  ot  a  man  who,  although  filling 
an  hum  ile  position,  has  always  do  ^e  his  dut>.  Is 
this  Board  readv  to  doom  him  and  say  that  his 
pay  shall  be  less  th».u  othefs  filling  similar  posi- 
tions? Is  this  the  way  we  re  war  o  faithful  and 
meritorious  services?  Mr,  E  D.  Foss,  the  other 
officer  connected  with  the  court,  was  selected  tor 
this  position  by  the  judge  on  account  of  bis  large 
expetience  as  an  officer  and  his  acquaintance  with 
civil  cast  s.  He  has  also  proved  that  the  selection 
was  an  excellent  one,  as  he  h«s  fiileo  the  position 
with  uhe  greatest  satisfaction.  Having  given  you 
some  idea  of  the  men  employed,  I  will  now  detain 
you  for  a  few  minutes  to  show  that  the  work  to  be 
done  employs  all  their  time.  Tne  f  »cts  given  are 
from  official  sources,  and  I  hope  the  Aldermen  will 
compare  them  with  the  loose  statements  put  forth 
to  prejudice  their  case. 

The  uumoer  of  cases  in  the  South  Boston  court, 
during  the  first  year  of  its  existence,  ending  June 
30,  was  2850  criminal  and  602  civil— in  all  3452 
cases.  This  is  a  large  ieco/d,butwe  snould  re- 
member that  South  rsostor  contains  60,000  inhab- 
itants, and  is  larger  thin  any  New  England  city 
outside  of  Bottorj.  The  duties  of  the  Constables 
of  the  South  Boston  Courts  are  a.s  follows: 

1.  They  open  the  Court  Room  at  eight  o'clock 
«verv  morning,  except  Sunday?,  and  holidays  for 
criminal  business,  aud  also  attend  the  civil  ses- 
sions. 


2.  The  criminal  and  civil  sessions  often  con- 
tinue until  lace  in  the  afternoon,  and  sometimes 
urtil  half-past  six  in  the  evening. 

3.  The  Constables  receive  and  take  care  of  all 
prisouers  and  sign  all  warrants  That  are  issued  on 
complaints  made  by  the  police. 

4.  The  Constables  must  see  that  the  witnesses 
on  the  complaints  are  in  court. 

5.  The  Constables  collect  all  fines  and  costs 
after  the  adjournment  of  the  court,  and  they  nave 
also  to  serve  warrants  and  notices  a f re r  the  ad- 
journment. 

6.  The  Constables  make  out  proper  commit- 
ment papers,  and  convey  prisoners  to  the  various 
institutions  to  Woich  they  are  sentenced  by  the 
court. 

7  When  a  police  officer  is  i.ot  in  the  case,  and 
there  are  many  such  cases,  the  constables  have  to 
arresc  the  prisoner  ano  get  the  witnesses  for  the 
Government. 

8.  They  hav-  to  grve  a  bond  in  the  sum  ot  $3000 
for  iIih  faithful  performance  ot  their  duty. 

There  are  no  fees  ail >»-ed  the  constable- of  the 
court.  The  fees  allowed  by  law  and  collected  in 
the  costs  taxed  against  the  prisoner  are  turned 
into  ihe  treasury,  ana  it  takes  but  a  small  portion 
of  these  fees  to  pay  the  present  salary  ot  consta- 
bl  s,  which,  ii  the  Board  of  Aldermen  aid  not  fix 
the  salary,  tbey  would  be  entitled  co  by  law. 
There;  is  a  great  deal  ot  work  to  be  dorie  by  a  con- 
stable which  people  not  conversant  with  the  du- 
ties of  th3  office  are  not  aware  of.  They  are 
obliged  to  be  familiar  with  the  laws  in  legardto 
both  civil  and  criminal  business,  and  the  police 
look  to  them   for  information   and  assistaoce  in 

§ettiag  up  their  case;.  These  facts  show  that  the 
outh  Boston  court  is  no  idle  place,  as  some  Alder- 
men would  have  us  believe,  and  that  the  two  con- 
stables who  attend  that  court  have  all  the  work 
that  it  i-  possible  for  two  active  officers  to  attend 
to.  So  far  as  the  work  is  concerned,  the  record 
speaks  lor  itself— 3452  cases  for  the  year  just 
closed. 

Mr.  E.  D.  Foss,  before  his  appointment  as  con- 
stable, had  an  office  m  Court  square,  and  his 
name  is  still  on  that  office,  although  occupied  by 
another  co-stable.  At  the  request  of  the  judge 
and  the  lawyers  who  attend  the  South  Boston 
court,  he  has  kept  posted  up  in  thai  office  a  trial 
list  of  ail  cas°s,  and  he  still  visits  that  office  to 
keep  this  list  corre  t  and  complete.  For  thrs 
service  he  receives  no  remt  oeration,  f.nd,  as  before 
remarked,  it  is  done  only  for  the  convenience  of 
lawyers.  I  have  it  from  good  authority  that  he 
receives  no  pay  from  that  office.  I  repeat  thit 
these  officeis  receive  no  pay  outside  their  salaries, 
and  they  oniv  gave  up  other  positions  because 
they  were  given  to  understand  thar  their  saiaires 
would  bs  equal  to  those  paid  to  similar  officers  in 
other  courts.  I  hope  the  order  will  pass,  because 
I  believe  these  men  deserve  the  pay  that  the  com- 
mittee have  awarded  them. 

Alderman  Power — We  are  rot  dealingwith  sau- 
ries that  were  fixed  years  ago,  when,  perhaps,  the 
rate  rmght  have  been  just  ana  equitable.  But 
times  be.ve  changed.  We  are  dealing  with  sala- 
ries recently  established.  If  we  were  dea'itig 
with  salaries  of  constables  in  the  central  Mucici- 
pai  Court,  I  would  have  gone  inio  that  and  given 
my  views  upon  that  subject.  But  we  h:\ve  noth- 
ing to  do  with  them.  No-,  the  Alderman  says 
he  has  facts  i.i  comparison  with  which  my  loose 
statements  are  not  to  be  considered.  I  make  the 
statement  that  the  average  time  of  those  courts 
rs  not  over  four  hours  per  day,  and  I  defy  any  on° 
to  prove  it  to  the  contrary.  I  do  not  bring  any 
statistics  from  the  courts,  but  1  oavt  the  word 
of  police  <  en  stationed  there,  «* ho  give  me  the 
information.  Mr.  Foss,  one  of  th-  constables, 
has  an  office  on  Coart  square  ano  his  partner  is  a 
Mr.  Booth.  Mr.  Richa:dson  was  fotmerly  his 
partner,  but  on  account  of  irregularitre-  in  the 
office  he  was  not  reappointed.  If  proof  of  what  I 
say  is  wanted  I  can  bring  it.  I  make  no  loose 
statements.  As  for  the  hours  I  have  the  written 
cetificate  of  the  clerk  of  the  Highland  court 
that  the  average  time  there  is  four  boms  per  day. 
It  io  signed  by  Alfred  Williams,  clerk  of  the 
Municipal  Court,  Highland  District.    He  says— 

"In  answer  to  your  question  I  will  staie  that  the 
court  has  been  in  session  during  the  months 
named  [the  two  months  prevrous  to  tens],  on  the 
average,  four  hours  per  day." 

©f  the  South  Boston  court,  which  does  about 
the  same  amount  of  business,  I  have  no  certifi- 
cate, because  I  do  not  want  any.  I  am  about  there 
veiy  often.  I  have  reliable  police  officers  sta- 
tioned there  who  t>ive  me  all   the   certificate  that 
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is  necessary.  If  it  is  necf-ssarv  I  can  produce  a 
certificate  to  that  effect.  As  to  the  eulogy  upon 
Mr.  Rogers,  I  have  nothing  to  ray.  I  presume  he 
is  woi  thy  of  it.  I  presume  Be  is  as  reliable  a  con- 
stable as  there  is  in  Boston.  I  do  oot  suppose  it  is 
withio  the  knowledge  of  auy  man  to  say  anything 
against  his  in tegrity  of  character.  I  have  never 
said  anythuigto  convey  a  different  impression.  But 
it  is  not  a  question  of  Mr.  Rogers  or  of  -nybody 
else  with  me.  It  is  simply  a  question  of  what  sal- 
ary these  men  ought  to  receive  for  the  duties  per- 
formed. I  say,  considering  the  lighu  ess  of  then- 
labor,  that  a  salary  ot  ele,veu  hundred  ann  some 
odd  dollars  per  year  is  sufficieat  tor  them.  As  I 
hzive  said  before,  there  is  not  a  cactain  or  lieuten- 
ant of  police  vithwhrm  I  have  talked  about  this 
matter  who  would  not  gladly  accept  the  position 
of  constable  in  thesecourts  in  preference  to  filling 
his  position  in  toe  police  torce,  and  it  is  because 
the  court-;  are  ia  session  so  i  hortatime  during  the 
day — on  an  average  of  about  lour  hours. 

Alderman  hards— Would  these  captains  or 
lieutenants  be  willing  to  accept  the  offices  at  the 
salaries  nosv  pan1,  $1100? 

Alderman  Power— Tnat  is  precisely  what  I  say. 
It  is  for  the  reason  that  it  occupies  so  small  a  por- 
tion of  their  time,  and  gives  the  officer  an  opportu- 
nitv  to  mike  a  great  (jrai  0f  mouey  outside.  Tne 
business  of  these  courts,  the  commitments,  are 
hardly  a  criterion  to  go  by.  It  is  easy  to  mag-  lfy 
the  number  of  cases.  I  know  of  'me  instant  where 
a  dozen  boys,  some  of  them  almost  infsrts — at 
least  most  of  them  were  ori  unary-school  children — 
were  tauen  up  for  going  in  swimming,  and 
were  sentenced  to  Deer  Inland,  and  some  of  them 
were  sent  there.  It  is  very  easv  to  maee  out 
three  or  four  thousand  such  cases  if  you  can  ar- 
rest children  for  such  offences.  I  do  not,  meat)  to 
say  it  has  been  done  very  often,  or  more  than  one 
time,  but  any  one  can  see  that  when  it  is  desira- 
ble to  maks  a  large  showing  for  a  court  it  is  very 
easy  to  make  it  in  that  way.  But  the  main  thing 
is  the  tacts  I  have  given  of  the  cumber  ot  t> ours 
these  courts  are  in  session.  In  the  Highland 
and  South  Boston  courts  the  number  of 
arrests  is  about  the  same  —  about  1900 
in  the  Highland,  and  in  South  Boston 
1657  criminal  and  356  civi1.  There  is  very  littlr. 
variation.  I  have  alieany  read  the  clerk's  certifi- 
cate giving  the  number  of  hours.  As  to  the  South 
Boston  courts  and  the  time  thev  occupy  I  have 
personally  observed  them,  and  have  also  the  re- 
port of  officers  upor  the  subject.  For  these  rea- 
sons it  must  be  apparent  that  the  positions  are 
very  desiiable  at  iho°3  salaries,  It  has  been  a 
question  with  one  ot  the  gentlemen  fiUiag  tiie 
office  in  Soath  Boston  whether  he  ought  to  stay 
there  at  all.  His  business  here  is  very  lucrative 
and  *•  ould  be  more  so  if  he  gavs  all  his  time  to  i', 
and  he  could  perhaps  make  more  money 
than  by  gorug  over  there.  I  have  not  looked 
aftPJ  any  figures  about  any  otier  man.  I  have 
not  looked  to  see  whether  the  const -.bles  .on.  act- 
ed with '-be  other  courts  have  locraive  positions 
or  make  money  from  anv  other  source;  but  it  is 
reasonable  to  sunpose  that  the  facts  being  so  in 
this  case,  gentlemen  filling  other  similar  positions 
have  the  same  opportunities  foi  making  money 
that  this  officer  has. 

Alderman  O'Brien— ihe  A.luerman  from  Wa.d 
12  produces  the  certificate  of  the  chrk  of  the 
Highland  court,  to  show  the  number  of  hours  the 
officers  are  emploved  in  those  courts.  1  should 
like  to  know  h'^'me,  number  of  hours  tnat  an 
officer  se  rves  in  the  Highland  court  affects  the  num- 
ber of  hours  served  rn  the  court  in  South  Bos- 
ton. He  al-o  says  it  is  not  a  question  of  the 
equality  of  salaries.  I -ay  it  is,  and  if  we  do  not 
pass  this  order  we  leave  the  salaries  where  they 
are— $1800  in  one  court:  $1500  in  another,  where 
the  clerk  says  that  only  four  hours  a  day  are  oc- 
cupied by  the  business  of  the  court;  and  $1140  in 
South  Boston.  Any  one  can  s>e  tne  injustice  of 
this;  and  if  we  do  not  pass  the  order  we  leave  it 
in  piecisely  this  «ay:  the  officer  who  works  four 
hours  a  day  in  the  Highland  court  receives  $1500, 
and  the  one  *bo  work-  reo  hours  a  day  in  South 
Boston  receives  only  $1140.  There  re  an  injustice 
about  this  that  w<>  shoulJ  remedy.  As  for  the 
cases  that  comefe'or^  the  South  Boston  court, 
they  are  not  so  trivial  as  'be  Alderman  vould 
lead  us  to  suopose,  I  have  s  long  list  of  the 
cases  trieo.  there  during  the  year,  but  I  will  not 
trouble  the  Aid  rinan  by  tea  ling  them  enti'e,  and 
will  give  only  r  few:  BersoLS  charged  with  mur- 
der, 4;  assault  with  intent  to  kill,  28;  assault  and 
battery,  443.  Are  taese  light  offences?  Is  that 
the  kind  of  work  that  occupies  so   little   time    of 


these  officers?  I  might  go  oa  and  read  a  long  list 
of  crimes  that  these  officers  have  to  attend  to,  but 
I  will  not  occupv  tae  time  of  the  Board, 

Alderman  Power — I  grant  that  there  is  some 
truth  in  the  atgument  that  there  is  injustice  in  it; 
ano  I  expected  the  commit  ee  to  remedy  that  evil 
by  equalizing  the  salaries.  I  expressed  myself 
in  favor  of  a  different  arrangement  of  the  sala- 
ries; and  I  think  the  salary  at  the  Highlands  is 
coo  nigh  and  should  be  reduced.  [  thinir  the  offi- 
cers in  the  South  Boston  courts  aie  entitled  to  as 
much  salary  as  those  at  tne  Highlands;  and  when 
the  report  was  recommitted  I  hoped  the  commit- 
tee would  equalize  the  sa'aiies. 

Alderman  Qu-U'.y  —  It  is  rather  a  new  idea  to  me 
that  the  judges  of  our  Mu.icipal  courts  are  men 
capable  of  ente^iog  into  a  mutual  admiration  so- 
cietv  with  favonte  officers  of  the  courts  for  tne 
purpose  of  giving  to  a  co  xmittee  of  the  Crty  Gov- 
ernment a  false  impression  of  what  the  services  of 
those  officers  are  worth.  1  coutef  d  ihat  the  com- 
mittee did  what  anv  business  man  would  go  in 
trying  to  find  out  what  *h-  services  «.f  a  porter 
are  worth.  He  would  go  to  trie  man  foi  whom  the 
porter  baa  worked  and  ask  what  his  sprvices  are 
worth,  feeling  assured  that  he  would  give 
hioa  a  fair  idea  wrthout  .ceihg  influenced 
by  favoritism.  We  have  every  reason  to 
believe  that  the  judges  of  our  Munici- 
pal courts  tveie  fair  and  impartial  m  this 
matter.  It  may  be  that  many  persons  out  of  em- 
ployment r.ow  would  oe  capable  of  coing  the 
work  these  officers  do;  but  that  is  no  reason  why 
an  officer  should  not  receive  a  fair  market  com- 
pensation in  respect  to  the  rate  at  which  those 
services  are  coropeasaUd  elsewhere;  and  he 
should  receive  it  wheiher  he  is  rich  or  pooj ,  or 
whether  he  has  otuei  sources  of  deriving  a  sub- 
sistence. It  is  the  value,  of  the  seivices  at  the 
rate  at  wlrch  such  services  aie  compensated  else- 
wnere.  We  wevt  to  what  we  consideeo  the 
fountain  head,  >o  ^er  ilemen  whom  we  be'ieved  to 
be  entirely  incapable  of  favcutism:  and  tbey  had 
sufficient  statistics 'o  1-at)  us  to  this  conclusron. 
I  hope  tne  Board  v.  ill  stared  by  tie  report. 

Alderman  Burrage — I  recognize  considerable 
weight  to  the  argument-  of  both  sides.  It  seems 
tome  that  the  salarhs  of  the  South  Boston  Con- 
sta  les  are  somewhat  low  i-i  comparison  wiih  those 
in  other  cou,  ts;  ami  on  the  other  haro.  it  seems  to 
me  that  this  advance  is  too  great,  it  bring  $360  or 
something  like  thiriy  percent.  Theref  re  I  move 
an  ameodmenc  that  rhe  salane^  ot  the  Constables 
at  South  Boston  snail  be  at  the  ra>e  ot  $1320  a 
year  msteac.  of  $1500,  as  proposed  in  the  oirter. 
That  will  give  hez<  $110  a  mooth,  a  d  it  is  just 
one  half  the  advance  proposed  bv  putting  it  at 
$1500.  It  is  just  an  advance  of  $180  a  yea,  or 
about  fifteen  per  cent. 

Aloermar.  Power— I  hope  the  AJderinan  •  ill  in- 
clude the  Highland  court  also. 

/Jderrxan  Bun  age— that  is  cot  b  fore  the 
Boatd. 

Alderman  Harris — In  regard  to  this  largs  ad- 
vance, it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  when  these 
salaries  were  established— and  I  had  the  honor  to 
be  Chairman  of  the  commrttee — a  year  ago  last 
Feb:  uary,  these  courts  were  then  in  their  infaucy, 
and  we  weiein  doubt  as  to  the  amount  of  busi- 
ngs* that  would  come  before  them.  There- 
fore we  started  the  salary  at  what  we  termed 
a  low  one,  c  nclaoing  that  befoie  the  vear 
terminated  we  would  find  somi  facts  or  sta- 
tistics upon  which  we  might  predicate  a  fair 
and  just  salary  tor  the  work  done;  and  the  evi- 
dence befoie  the  committee  his  warranted  us  in 
reporting  the  -aiariea  which  we  have.  It  is  fair  to 
assume  that  the  committee  are  not  rn  favor  of 
high  salaries;  but  we  wisheq  to  do  justice,  and 
that  was  our  only  desire  and  rnteotiorj.  With  all 
the  evidence  before  us  we  could  do  nothing  l«ss 
than  what  we  have  done.  Toe  gentleman  ft  om  Ward 
12  alluded  to  our  refrainrng  from  consideiing  the 
matter  of  abolishing  some  of  the  courts.  We  had 
no  instructions  in  that  matter  at  all.  The 
courts  were  established  by  the  Legislature;  it  was 
not  for  us  to  judge  of  the  expediency  of  abolish- 
ing them,  and  we  did  not  enter  upon  it.  We  had 
befor-  us  simply  the  establishing  of  the  alaries, 
and  we  le  ve  the  question  to  be  determined  by 
the  good  sense  of  thn  Board. 

The  amendment  of  Alderman  Buriage  was  lost 
bv  a  rising  vote— 5  for,  6  against. 

Alderman  Power  — The  Alderman  from  tne 
Charlestown  District  say-  the  question  of  abolish- 
ing the  courts  *vas  not  before  them.  It  should  be 
remembered  by  every  memb'-r  of  this  Board  that 
that  ques don  was  raised   nere  iu  reference  to  at 
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least  oae  cou  t,— watther  if  Wis  at  all  necessary 
to  rnaintai"  one  of  the  courts  now  in  existence  ; 
and  the  opinion  w»*  expressed,  auri  I  ihmk  it  ws 
so  understood,  that,  the  committee  should  con- 
sider the  propriety  of  abolishing  at  least  one  of 
them;  or  at  least,  it  was  recommended.  I  pre- 
sume that  a  recomm-ndation  ot  this  Government 
to  the  Legislature  of  tlu  propriety  ot  abob>hiug 
any  o-..e  of  those  conns  would  be  listened  to  and 
entertained  ;  and  if  th^  pioper  evidence  were  pro- 
duced no  doubt  the  Legislature  would  relieve  the 
city  of  rhat  burden.  It  was  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant matters  referred  to  the  comirirtee,  ana 
should  have  been  considered  by  them  ;  ior,  it  we 
have  judges,  clerks  and  co  stables  receiviog  sala- 
ries in  a  couit  tor  which  theie  is  rjo  necessity,  it 
should  be  abolisnej,  for  the  city  should  not  be 
made  to  bear  any  unnecessary  burden.  I  ex:  ecttd 
soooe  reference  to  ibis  question,  as  it  was 
discussed  when  the  matter  was  befoie  the> 
Board.  As  I  have  before  sai.,  it  seems 
preposterous  at  the  present  time,  in  view  of  toe 
state  of  busi.  ess  to  b?  starting  off  with  thesj  ex- 
oroitant  salaries,  ror  they  .irt  exo>  .ritant  in  coa.- 
pari«on  *ith  otbprs.  Aliusior  was  tn^d*  to  the 
fact  that  the  officeis  in  the  cou  t  in  the  city  proper 
get  $1800  a  year.  The  Aloernoan  knew  we  have  co 
control  over  that  If  we  had  I  should  have  given 
m»re  attention  to  it.  The  facts  I  have  given  can- 
not re  controverted,  and  I  cannot  understand 
^vhy  this  Boaid  can  vote  ro  estab'ish  such  salaries 
as  i here.  As  I  have  shown  in  one  instance,  it  is  a 
most  exorbitant  salary  for  the  city  to  pay  to  any 
officer,  considering  the  labor  performed. 

Aloerman  O'Brien- This  subject  was  befoie  us 
last  April,  and  from  the  records  of  our  proceed- 
ings I  will  read— 

"Alderman  Clark  movsd  to  recommit  the  order 
to  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts,  with  in- 
structions to  consider  the  quesiion  of  salaries  of 
all  constables  of  the  municipal  courts,  ana  fix 
them  upoo  the  basis  of  ihe  amount  of  labor  per- 
formed, and  also  10  as  ertain  a"d  report  whether 
some  of  ihe  district  courts  cannot  be  abolished. 

"The  motion  to  recommit  with  instructions  was, 
after  a  brief  discussion,  lost — jeas  6,  nays  6. 

•The  orc.er  was  then  recommitted  without  in- 
structions." 

Alderm?n  Present—  I  voted  as  I  did,  in  favor  of 
the  amenJroeut,  because  I  considered  this  an  in- 
opoortune  time  for  raising  the  salarie-  of  con- 
stables. There  is  considerable  argument  in  the 
matter  as  piesentPd  by  the  Aldermen  from 
Charlestown  and  Ward  14.  But  the  question  is 
wni  therthe  basis  of  $1500  for  this  amount  of  woik 
is  not  the  wrong  one, — whether  the  salaries  should 
be  incease'l;  or  whether  the  matter  had  better 
not  be  delayed  until  another  year,  and  the  high 
salaries  of  certain  officers  be  reduced.  I  am 
aware  of  toe  very  great  discrepancy  in  the  sala- 
ries paid  to  officers  in  the  servi  e  of  ihe  my  and 
the  county  ;  but  just  at  the  ciote  of  the  vear,  it  is 
questionable  m  my  tuind  whether  we  should  raise 
these  salaries  from  $1140  to  $  1500,  and  recognize 
tb»  latter  as  toe  proper  basis.  The  du'iec  of  these 
officers  are  the  same,  or  similar  to  tuise  of  police 
officer: — captains,  for  instance.  We  are  paving 
cao tains,  in  the  Police  Department  $4  a  dayor  $1460, 
$40  less  than  it  is  proposed  to  pav  the  coast?  bles 
of  the  court  in  South  Boston.  I  hardly  think  the 
Aldermaa  from  the  Charlestown  District,  the 
Chairman  of  the  Con  mittee  or:  Coumv  Accounts, 
would  be  willing  to  acknowledge  that  the  respon- 
sibilities resting  upou  the  constables  m  the  South 
Boston  court-  are  so  great  as  those  of  the  po- 
lice captain  in  Charlestown.  By  no  me;ns.  Ti.at 
captain  is  supposed  to  be  on  r'utv  every  day  in 
the  year;  te  is  liable  to  be  called  upon  in  the  mid- 
dl '  o'' the  nitjht;  he  is  on  duty  on  Sundays,  and 
perfoi  tns  arduous  duty  on  holidays.  He  has  very 
great  responsibilities,  virtually  having  the  con- 
trol of  the  police  force  in  that  sectioi. 
The  same  may  be  said  of  the  police 
captains  in  South  and  East  Bostoo.  So 
it  seems  to  me  that  the  responsibilities  of  offi- 
cers in  those  positions  are  very  much  njore  than 
those  of  the  constable -•  in  ihe  South  Boston  Mu- 
nicipal Court;  and  the  question  in  my  mind  is 
whether  the  basis  is  right.  If  we  could"  establish 
i  proper  basis,  then  of  course  the  salaries  could 
be  properly  giaded  and  the  constables  would  be 
naid  according  to  tne  work  performed.  But  it  is 
quite  probable  that  m  another  year  we  might 
think  it  expedient  to  reduce  the  salaues  of  offi- 
cers and  clerks  in  the  city  departments  generally; 
and  therefore  I  am  inclined  to  think  it  would  be 
as  well  to  let  this  mattsi  remaio  as  it  is  unlil  the 
whole  subject  is  taken  into  consiceration  another 


year,  whAn  a  proper  basis  may  be  fixed  uuoj  which 
to  establish  toese  salaries. 

Alderman  Powei — The  Aldermao  on  my  left 
asked  ae  a  questiou  :  hen  I  was  up  before,  and 
the  Aldermai  from  Ward  9  reminds  me  of  it 
again  ;  and  it  is  trie  comparative  duties  of  consta- 
bles a<id  policemen.  The  question  of  raising' po- 
licemen's pav  '-as  before  this  Boarc  n-  arly  four 
years  ago,  wb  n  everything  was  higher,  and  when 
]i  appeared  to  be  a  reasonable  request;  vet  a  ma- 
jority of  this  Board  voted  against  it.  I  opposed 
the  measure  because  I  thouent  Uiat,  on  the  whole, 
the  compensation  wa  fair.  I  never  thought  it 
was  ai  re  than  fair  or  j-'Ct;  but  I  think  ;t  is  just, 
and  with  that  view  it  seems  to  me  that  the  esrao- 
lishment  of  such  a  salary  as  this  for  constables  who 
no  comparatively  so  little,  is  so  unjust  that 
I  don't  know'  hew  this  Boaro  can  do 
it;  or  if  they  do,  how  they  can  refuse  to 
raise  the  policeman's  pay.  I  maintain  that 
just  as  high  an  older  ot  intellect  is  required 
in  any  policeman  as  in  a  constable  in  s.nv  of  these 
positions.  Much  mo>e  responsibility  rests  on  a 
police  officer,  a  captain  or  lieutenant,  than  upon 
any  constable  in  tnese  courts,  because  tbey  are 
opeu  to  all  sorts  of  temptations;  be  has  your 
property  uooer  his  eyes  and  is  supposed  to 
vatch  and  gu«rd  it;  be  has  to  deal  with 
ladies  on  his  route;  and  1  say  there  is  just  as  high 
an  order  of  intelligence  required  in  a  policeman 
as  there  is  in  a  constable,  and  if  vou  raise  this 
salary  I  don't  see  how  you  can  in  justice  keep  the 
•wages  of  the  pobce  foice  at  toe  present  price.  If 
this  is  a  proper  salary  foi  these  constables,  you 
ate  certainly  doing  gieat  inju°,ice  to  the  police 
torce.  When  these  constables  aie  enjoying  them- 
selves by  thpir  firesides  in  the  evrning,  and  oa 
Sundays  and  holidays,  policemeu  ars  often  called 
upon  to  perform  the  most  aiouous  duties  devolv- 
ing upon  them. 

Ald-rmz,n  Harris— Do  nor  policemen  have 
double  pay  on  holidays? 

Aloerman  Powe,—  I  never  kne  w  a  policeman  to 
get  douole  pay  for  one  day's  *o  k;  but  if  he 
works  the  whole  twenty-four  hours  I  suppose  he 
gets  double  pay.  The  Alderman  has  stated  truly 
that  it  is  so  near  the  close  of  the  year,  that  this 
matter  can  go  by  until  the  whole  salary  question 
comes  up  next  v°ar,  when  you  will  be  ooligea  to 
make  considerable  reductions.  I  don't  mean  to 
say  by  this,  or  to  claim  to  ask  for  an  indiscrimi- 
nate cutting  down  ot  salaries;  but  maxy 
salaries  aie  too  bi^h, considering  ihe  w  ay  business 
and  times  are,  and  they  must  be  reduced.  Some 
of  the  salaries  are  not  too  high,  I  know;  some, 
conmared  with  the  duties  performed,  are  not  high 
enough,  but  others  should  be  reduced.  Therefore 
it  would  be  b-.tter  to  let  this  matter  lie  over  till 
the  salaiy  question  comes  up  text  vear,  when  it 
can  receive  proper  consideration.  If  you  fix  it  at 
the  rate  pioposen,  it  Stems  to  me  that  vou  camaot 
in  all  justice  refuse  to  raise,  the  pay  T  the  police. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  do  not  berieve  in  holding 
up  the  pay  ot  the  police  as  our  model  and  guide. 
It  has  always  appeared  to  me  that  the  pay  of  our 
policemen  was  very  unequal  and  unjust.  Ic  that 
depa  tnieot  merit  is  rarely  recognized  or  acknowl- 
edged— long  and  faithful  services  rarely  receive 
any  reward.  Th"  patrolman  who  has  served  the 
city  five  and  ten  years,  who  nas  ever  be -n  prompt 
in  th-  perfnrma.es  of  his  c.uty,is  placed  on  an 
equality  with  every  at  *<  comer  on  the  force,  and 
receive  no  more  pay.  1  believe  if  merit  a  on  effi- 
ciency in  that  department  were  acknowledged  by 
mcieased  pav,  it  the  salary  of  a  policeman  was 
baaed  on  the  seivices  which  he  has  rendered  in 
detecting  crime  and  arresti.  g  criminals,  we  would 
have  a  far  more  efficie  t  force.  The  ooliceman 
receiv?s  no  more  pay  than  be  ought  to  receive, 
and  the  most  efficiett  men  on  the  rorce  do  not  re- 
ceive enough.  They  ougct  to  be  giaded,  and  the 
men  on  the  force  who  have  served  the  city  faith- 
fully for  years  ought  to  be  recognized  >o  tat  as 
ps,v  is  concerned.  But  m  comparir  g  ihe  pav  of 
policemn  with  the  pay  of  coostables  the  whole 
story  is  not  tola.  Let  me  supply  this  detienncy. 
A  police  officer  has  a  salarv  of  $1095  and  if  be  is 
a  live  man  he  has  aa  opportunity  to  in- 
crease it  f  i  om  $100  iO  $500  or  $600  more.  This  he 
can  do  honorably  and  ^.wjtbin  the  rules  of  the  Po- 
lice Department,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Police 
Committee  and  his  chief. 

1.  The  police  officer  is  allowed  all  witness  fees 
before  the  grand  jury  ana  in  tne  Superior  Court 
in  si!  his  cases  that  go  there. 

2.  He  is  allowed  all  rewards  offer-  d  for  the  de- 
tection of  criminals  if  successful  in  capturing 
them. 


DECEMBER       6,       1875 


710 


3.  He  is  allowed  compensation  for  extra  duty 
wbile  employed  by  citizens  when  off  duty  for  the 
citv— id  attending  balls,  theatres,  auction  sales, 
or  in  any  orher  way  the  cicizen  may  require  his 
services. 

4.  He  ha^  a  vacation  ot  fourteen  days,  during 
wnich  he  receives  pay. 

5.  If  injured  jn  the  discharge  ot  bis  ducy  he 
receives  pa  v. 

6.  If  he  becomes  sick  be  gets  his  pav.  for  a 
limited  time,  from  the  city  and  also  one  collar 
per  oay  from  the  Police  Relief  Fund. 

7.  If  his  wife  dies,  wbeu  in  the  department,  he 
gets  $100  f"om  said  ass^eiatioa. 

8.  If  &e  dies  in  (he  depaitment  bis  wife  gets 
$500. 

If  an  officer  of  out-  courts  gets  oisabled  or  in- 
jureo  while  in  the  discharge  «>£  his  duti-s,  there 
is  provision  mace  by  the  Citv  Government  to  com- 
pensate him  for  loss  of  time  by  sickness  or  inju- 
ries received. 

The  police  foice  have  these  petquisnes  in  addi- 
tion to  a  salarv  of  $1095 a  year.  Many  of  tbemdoget 
a  large  increase  of  .-alary,  and  I  do  not  see  why  all 
of  them  catmoc  do  5.0  by'au  aqual  distribution  of 
ttese  extras,  and  1  belisve  most  of  them  do. 

Alderman  Burrage — What  i-;  the  geuttcnum's 
authority  f,,i  this  list  of  perquisites  he  has  read? 

Alaermao  O'Brien— Bo*  s  the  gentleman  de»y 
any  of  chem?  I  have  employed  so  cue  of  the  po- 
licemen myself  in  attenomg  to  balls,  and  I  know 
that  they  receive  extra  compensation  foi  sucb 
matters. 

Aidermau  Power  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Clark— I  am  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Police,  and  I  pretend  to  deny  tbat 
poiiceme'e  have  any  sucb  •  igbts  as  are  reprtseot- 
ed  by  the  Alderman  fiom  the  Roxbury  District. 
Their  pay  is  $3  a  da>  and  no  mora,  and  for  it  they 
serve  che  city  faithfully  365  days  in  the  year.  To 
be  sure  they  do  bave  fourteen  dayo'  vacation,  out 
tbat  is  all  the  vacation  they  have.  They  cannot 
rereivo  a  present  of  a  pocket  pistol  without  com- 
ing to  i  he  Mayor  aDd  the  Committee  on  Police  for 
permission;  they  cannot  receive  a  ten-oollar  bill 
from  any  citizen  ot  Boston  for  having  detected 
and  arrested  a  thief  who  broke  into  t_  e  citizen's 
store,  without  asking  p  ermission.  Vtry  likelj  tr.ev 
may  get  extrvi  pay  for  attending  balls,  but  it  is 
after  they  bave  served  the  city  faMifully  from  8 
A.  M.  to  6  o'clock  at  night,— after  they  have  done 
a  full  day's  duty,  and  not  after  serving  four  1  ours 
in  the  police  cou  t  at  So  it'j  Boston.  They  teceive 
three  ©oUars  a  day  for  walking  up  and  down  the 
Stieets  in  hot  ana  cold  and  pleasant  and  rainy 
weather,  ano  very  few  of  them  receive  perqui- 
sitea  amonntiug  to  $300  f  er  annum.  Occasionally 
a  policeman  is  fortunate  ecough  to  bave  a  revolv- 
er presented  to  him;  but  ne  has  no  right  to  take 
it,  and  they  never  do  take  them  without  coming 
to  bis  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  Committee  on 
Police  tor  permission.  So  this  extra  compensa- 
tion is  ijoc  as  represented  by  the  Aloerman  from 
Roxbury.  fbey  receive  witness  tees,  cut  those 
fees  aie  turned  into  a  fond  to  tak-  care  of  mose 
men  when  thev  grow  old  and  cannot  take  care  of 
tbemse.ves;  and  ihey  cannot  partake  of  the  bene- 
fits of  that  fund  unles-  chty  are  members  of  an 
association,  aod  contribute  so  much  a  year  to  it 
during  their  active  life  on  t^e  force.  So,  Mr. 
Chairman  ano  gentenwn  of  the  Boaro,  if 
policemen  do  receive  extra  pay  it  is  after 
they  have  served  the  city  faithfully  dunog  the 
boors  in  which  thev  are  obliged  to  work  in  order 
to  earn  tbis  $3.  If  a  policeman  i=  unfortunate 
enough  to  have  tus  bead  bro-en.  in  arresting  a 
criminal,  and  is  laid  up  for  thirty  or  sixty  days, 
sometimes  tb-.  Committee  op  Police  consider  his 
case  and  make  him  an  alio *acc»  of  parr  pay  dur- 
ing the  time;  bat  that  aoplies  to  patrolmen,  and 
not  to  the  caotains,  whose  pav  is  $4  a  dav.  Is  it 
to  be  presumed  that  among  all  our  captains  we 
have  rot  those  who  are  entitled  to  receive  as  much 
pay  as  the  constables  in  the  South  Boston 
court,  whose  respousibi  ities  are  not  to  be 
compared  with  those  of  the  captains  of  stations  2 
and  4,  for  instao.ee,  or  any  other  station,  aho 
work  a  year,  except  fourteen  days' vac  tinn,  for 
$1460?  Now,  Mr.  Chs.irnar,,  what  are  the  dirties 
of  the  constables  of  tha  South  Boston  court?  I 
am  not  posted  m  ineir  duties,  but  the  Alderman 
from  Roxbury  is.  Way,  sir,  they  have  a  vacation 
ot  three  or  four  months. 

Alderujan  O  Brien— Th  y  have  no  vacation  ;  they 
work  every  day  in  the  week. 

Aloerman  Clark — Every  day  except  Sundays 
and  bolidavs. 

Aldermen   O'Brien— I  would  say   tbat   at    the 


South  Boston  court  tb^y  work  ten  hours  a  day; 
and  at  the  Highlands  four  hours,  as  the  Alder- 
man certifies. 

Alderman  Clark— Does  the  Alderman  know  that 
they  woik  ten  uours  a  day? 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  stited  that  ihey  work 
from  eight  o'clock  m  the  morning  very  often  un- 
til half-past  six  in  the  evening;  and  after  they  get 
through  with  i  hen-  business,  the?  have  to  serve 
warrants,  collect  fices,  and  do  other  work  outside 
of  office  hours. 

Alderman  Clark— 1  undeitake  to  sav  'hat  the 
duties  of  a  constable  in  the  South  Boston  court 
w:ll  not  aveiage  five  hours  a  uav  during  the  365 
days  of  the  ye*r,  while  the  duties  of  a  police  cap- 
tain require  bis  constant  anention. 

Aide,  mint  Harris— Does  the  gentleman  know  of 
bis  own  knowledge  that  they  only  work  five  hours 
a  day? 

Alderman  Cla  k— My  own  krowieoge  is  proba- 
bly about  the  ssme  as  that  of  the  Alderman  f.om 
Roxbury,  when  be  sass  thev  work  ten  hours. 
Now  wiat  opportunities  do  cor  stables  have  ot  in- 
creasing then-  salaries?  Verv  great,  The  aver- 
age time  occupied  m  the  duties  of  a  South  Boston 
cor. stable  are  four  hours  a  day;  and  I  bave  not 
the  slightest  douLtbuc  that  statement  is  correct. 
The  constables  have  tbeir  Sundays,  afternoons 
and  ail  legal  bolidays,  and  yet  \ou  ask  us  co  pay 
them  $1500  a  year,  wheo  vou  pay  pnlics  caotains 
$1460  for  woreing  everyday  m  the  year  except 
their  fourteeo  dayp'  vacation.  It  seems  to  me 
that  w°  cannot  consistently  vore  to  pay  tue  price 
recommenoed  by  the  committee,  unless  »e  vote 
tonight  to  incrsase  the  pay  of  police  captairs, 
lieutenants,  sergeants  and  patrolmen.  Are  we 
prepared  to  do  that,  as  things  exist  in  the  city  to- 
day? If  not,  how  can  we  vote  to  pay  the  consta- 
bles that  snm?  It  is  treating  the  policemen  un- 
fairly. If  constables  inzke  three  or  four  thousand 
dollars  a  year,  t  rbnws  tbat  their  s-rvice--  are  not 
requites  by  the  couit  all  the  time.  My 
object,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  coming  cown  was 
to  sav  toat  the  repn  seniation-  made  about  the 
extra  earnings  ot  patrolmen  are  not  correct,  and 
tbat  tneir  average  perquisites  aienof,  $10  a  year. 
What  are  trie  opportunities  that  oolite  captains 
have  of  getting  anvrbing  outside  ot  their  salaries? 
I  do  not  now  rememb.-r  a  single  instance  where  a 
police  captain  has  received  a  present  besides  his 
salary  of  $4  a  day,  though  tDere  i>  ay  bave 
betn  uch  cases.  1  trust  we  shall  not  do  the  Po- 
lice, Department  so  great  injustice  as  to  select 
out  two  or  three  m>n  and  give  them  $1200  and 
$1500  a  >.  ar  for  doing  o;  e-nalf  the  labor  required 
of  pobce  officers  generally,  to  whom  we  pay  less 
salaries. 

Aidetman  O'Briei— Are  policemen  not  -llowed 
to  receive  rewards  offered  for  the  apprehension  of 
criminals  if  successful  in  capturing  them? 

Aide  man  Clark— If  a  rewa  d  is  offered  by  the 
Mayor  and  Aide,  men  for  the  arrest  of  a  rauroerer 
or  thief,  and  some  one  member  of  the  police  force 
is  sufficiently  alert  ;o  capture  hie  ,  of  course  he 
gets  the  reward;  but  tbat  will  a.cply  to  any  citizen 
at  large,  as  well  as  to  tbe  police,  and  the  consta- 
bles and  judges  of  ou.  courts. 

Abler  man  O'Brien— That  is  one  of  tbe  extras  I 
spoke  or,  and  which  the  Ald-rman  da.  ied.  I  ask- 
ed it  they  are  not  allowed  to  receive  extra  com- 
pensation when  off  dutv  ano  employed  Dy  citizens. 
That  is  another  extra  of  which  I  spoke,  and  whim 
tbe  Alderman  denied;  Put  he  cor-firms  it  by  his 
remarks.  The  policeman  has  a  vacation  of  four- 
teen days.  That  is  one  of  the  points  I  made,  and 
the  Ald°rman  does  not  oeny  it.  If  he  is  injured 
in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  he  receiv  s  part 
compensation  for  the  time  lost.  That,  is  ore  of 
the  points  I  made,  and  the  Aioetmau  sustains 
it.  If  he  becomes  sick,  he  i*  allowed 
pay  for  a  limited  time.  lh  t  is  a  point  I 
made,  and  the  Aldermau  sustains  it.  If  his  wife 
dies,  be  gets  a  certain  remuneration  ;  and  ir  he 
dies  his  wife  gets  a  donation.  I  made  ah  these 
points,  and  the  Aldermvn  denieo  them;  yet  in  his 
remarks  he-  sustains  every  one  of  them. 

Alderman  Clark— 1  did  not  deny  any  statement 
made.  I  presume  that  many  members  of  the  po- 
lice fo.ee  belong  to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and 
recive  pecuniary  benefits  from  them. 

Alcermao.  O'Brien— Does  the  Alderman  deny 
that  policemen  receive  compensation  for  attend- 
ing to  balls  when  off  out.v? 

Alderman  Clark— 1  have  no  doubt  that  nolice- 
men  after  having  labored  all  dav  tor  the  cty — for 
which  be  jeceives  $3— if  be  prefers  to  go  to  a  ball 
or  fair,  instead  of  going  home  to  tied,  be  does  re- 
ceive exrra  pay ;  but  he  dons  it  after  he  has  tin- 
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ished  his  day's  work  for  the  city.  Now,  bow  many 
times  are  the  police  called  upon  to  perform  extra 
duty  without  any  extra  compensation?  Con- 
stantly and  continually,  after  having  done  a  iull 
day's  labor.  If  a  policeman  server  double  time 
he  is  entitled  to  extra  compensation;  but 
in  the  case  of  a  Are,  which  occurs  fre- 
quently, or  a  riot,  and  upon  many  other 
occasions,  after  having  served  the  city  faithfully 
all  day  or  night,  they  are  called  upon  to  perform 
extra  service,  tor  whtcn  they  never  receive  a  dol- 
lar. Because  a  policeman  beioags  to  a  charitable 
organization,  if  it  sees  fit  to  pay  him  a  certain 
amount  when  his  wife  or  child  oies,  thai  has  noth- 
ing to  do  wh  the  pay  he  receives  from  the  city. 

Alderman  Harris — It  is  derived  from  the  fees  he 
earns  iu  tun  courts. 

Alderman  Clark — It  is  because  be  is  a  member 
of  the  society  and  bas  contributed  to  it,  jusc  as 
any  one  may  receive  benefits  from  the  Ma.-ons  or 
Odd  Fellows.  I  sav  we  cannot  consistently  vote 
to  give  these  men  these  salaties  unless  we  are  pre- 
pared to  increase  the  pay  of  clio  700  policemen  of 
the  city  of  Boston. 

Alderm  n  Quincy — These  constables  are  no 
more  members  of  the  police  force  thin  tbey  are 
members  of  tue  Fire  Department;  and  it  the  ques- 
tion is  not  what  the  services  of  a  constable  are 
worth  at  the  rate  at  which  thev  are  generally 
compensated,  ai  d  whether  it  would  be  unfair  to 
raise  tneir  pay  without  raising  that  of  others.  I 
don  t  know  but  I  sdouIo  like  a  little  tima  10  col- 
lect satistics  about  the  Fire  Department,  as  it 
may  be  unjust  to  them.  But  the  constables  are 
juht  as  distinct  from  the  police  as  they  are  from 
the  firemen,  and  it  seems  to  be  getting  up  an  en- 
tirely talse  issue  to  argue  that  it  will  be  unjust  to 
the  police  to  raise  or  lower  the  compensation  of 
the  constables.  Tbe  pay  of  the  Police  Dtpan- 
aient  has  no  more  to  do  with  it  than  that  of  the 
Fire  Department,  aad  we  are  lo^iog  sight  of  the 
main  question  by  discussing  that  question. 

Alderman  Claik  in  th«  cuair. 

Ale  erman. Power— I  have  my  life  hsured  in  two 
or  three  office's,  and  have  to  pay  a  yearly  premi- 
um, and  these  policeman  are  situated  n  very 
much  the  same  way;  and  if  they  fail  to  pay  their 
yearly  contributions  they  would  be  served  just 
tbe  same  as  I  would  by  a  hfe  insurance  company 
if  I  failed  to  pay  ray  assessment.  It  is  very  evi- 
dent to  me  that  the  committee  have  not  looked 
into  this  matter  themselves,  and  that  not  one  of 
them  knows  the  kind  of  duty  -oerformed 
by  these  men.  I  say  after  personal  inves- 
tigation that  the  court  at  South  Boston 
does  not  average  four  hours  a  day,  and  I 
defy  aay  one  to  prove  to  the  contrarv.  Evidently 
the  committee  dou'eknow  anything  from  person- 
si  observation.  They  have  taken  che  reports  of 
those  who  are  interested,  ind  have  rot  looked  into 
the  matter.  When  th 3  Alderman  from  Waro  14 
talks  about  eight  or  ten  hours'  duty  in  the  South 
BostoQ  Court— 

Alderman  Burrage— How  many  hours  do  con- 
stables work?  There  seems  to  be  a  little  confu- 
sion in  regard  to  the  time.  It  may  not  be  oenied 
that  the  coin  t  does  not  sit  over  four  hours;  but  do 
the  constables'  work  after  the  court  adjourns? 

Alderman  Power— It  is  evident  that  Ml  Foss 
does  not,  because  I  am  told  taat  his  income,  with 
his  partner,  is  over  $4000  a  year.  Mr.  Ricnardson 
was  formerly  bis  warmer,  but  for  some  irregulari- 
ties he  «sas  dc  opped  from  trie  office  last  vear ;  but 
he  does  business  still,  though  no-  regularly  ap- 
pointed, and  Mr.  Booth  sians  tb°  papers.  I  nave 
seeo  quite  a  number  of  bills  in  a  lawyer's  office — 
one  of  over  $100— /nich  wer?  paid  co  that  consta- 
ble's office. 

Alderman  Hartis—  Fo1"  what  service? 

Alderman  Power—  For  the  services  of  the  con- 
stables, pnncipally  for  putting  in  keepers.  The 
constable  gets  a  do'iar  a  day  for  putting  a  keeper 
in  a  place  of  husiuess,  and  the  keeper  gets  $2.  If 
auy  proof  is  needed,  I  can  produce  the  bills  from 
tb°  office  for  wbica  the  duties  were  performed.  If 
this  one  officer  does  so,  ^by  cannot  any  other  con- 
stable make  money  in  the  same  way?  It  is  a  laud- 
able thiog,  and  tbey  deserve  credit  for  it,  instead 
of  spending  three-quarters  of  their  time  in 
idleness  tbey  devote  it  to  labor,  and  profit 
by  ir.  It  is  no  disparagement  to  them 
to  do  so.  To  establish  this  salary  as  proposed  is 
preposterously  extravagant.  It  is  not  fair  to 
compare  these  salaries  with  those  established 
years  ago,  over  which  we  have  x>o  control.  I  make 
no  loose  statements,  and  if  you  establish  this  sal- 
ary it  is  the  giossest  injustice  to  the  police,  ■vbo 


work  from  8  A.  M.  to  6  P.  M.,  and  I  don't  see  how 
you  can  refuse  to  increase  their  pay.  I  defy  any 
one  to  controvert  my  statements;  and  if  any  Al- 
derman can  do  so  I  would  like  to  hear  him. 

Aldermau  Prescott — I  don't  desire  to  take  up 
anymore  time  after  the  full  discussion;  but  I 
consider  tnis  salary  very  large  compared  with  that 
paio  the  Police  and  Fire  departments.  I  have 
heard  rothing  to  conti overt  my  previous  state- 
ment. The  trouble  seems  to  be  that  the  basis  is 
not  propeily  fixad.  It  appeals  to  De  taken  for 
gra-.ted  that  the  services  of  a  constable  in  a  Rox- 
bury  court  at  s  worth  $1500,  and  if  so,  the  ser- 
vices of  one  iv  South  Bosiou  r>ie  worth  the  same 
amount.  But  suppose  the  converse  is  true— that 
tbe  Koxbnry  constable  is  not  worth  more 
than  $3  a  day — then  we  oughr  not  to  pay 
the  South  Boston  constable  more  than  that 
sum.  In  view  of  the  present  condiuon  of 
business,  and  tbe  position  of  tbe  Board  in 
regard  to  the  pay  of  laboters,  I  should  !ike  to  ask 
tbe  members  it  they  think  the  basis  of  $1500  for 
this  work  is  correct?  For  one,  I  chink  it  is  not. 
The  matter  of  policemen's  pay  bas  beti  discusseu 
year  after  year,  and  it  has  been  fixed  at  the  pres- 
ent rate.  So  in  the  Fire  Department,  under  the 
present  regulations,  there  are  greater  responaibil- 
ties  resting  upon  the  captains  of  tire  companies 
than  upon  constables,  and  thev  leceive  but  $1250 
aycar.  So,  i 'Stead  of  making  this  salaiy  higher, 
ir  is  a  seiious  rratter  for  us  io  co*  sider  whether 
it  ought  not  to  go  ovr  to  another  ye;ir,  that  we 
may  see  whether  tbe  salaries  of  all  tbe  officeis  m 
the  different  courts  cannot  be  established  upon 
an  equitable  basis. 

Alderman  Bigeiow — This  matter  has  been  pretty 
fully  discussed,  and  I  must  confess  that  1  am  not 
prepared  to  vote  for  the  increase  askeo  for.  I 
therefore  move  that  tue  whole  subject  be  retened 
to  the  next  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Alderman  Prescott  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  motion  prevailed — yeas  6,  nays  5 — as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas— Aldermeu  Bigeiow,  Burrage,  Clark,  Pow- 
er, Prescotc,  Worthiugton— 6. 

Nays— Aldermen  Han  is,  O'Brien,  Pope,  Quincv, 
Viies— 5. 

Absent — Alderman  Stebbins. 

Alderman  Power — I  move  a  reconsideration, 
hoping  it  will  not  D-evail. 

Alderrr  au  O'Brien — I  hope  that  motion  will  not 
prevail.  One  Alderman,  who  has  given  a  great 
deal  of  attention  to  this  subject. is  absent  tonight. 
He  is  in  favor  of  tbe  order,  and  I  think  it  would 
be  taking  an  undue  advantage  to  nail  it  in  that 
way. 

Alderman  Quiacj — I  bops  it  will  be  withdiawn 
or  not  pass,  because  It  hid  been  the  inteniion  of 
tbe  committee  to  appeal  far  further  delay,  on  ac- 
count ot  tbe  absence  of  the  Alaerman.  To  clinch 
it  now  would  be  a  tittle  unfair. 

Alderman  Power— I  did  n't  i;all  this  question  up, 
and  didn't,  desire  to.  It  is  tbe  committer's  own 
doing.  I  ncriced  tbe  Alderman's  absence  when 
it  was  c-lled  up.  It  has  been  decided,  and  I  hope 
we  shall  adhere  to  it. 

Alderman  Harris — Ibis  question  would  have 
come  up  last  w  e^k,  but  the  Alderman  from  Ward 
12  asked  to  bave  it  postponed,  because  he  was 
coHectmg  some  tacts  and  figures  to  present  to  the 
Board.  It  was  undeituood  then  that  it  was  to 
come  up  today,  and  we  were  not  aware  that  the 
Alderman  from  ward  8  woula  be  absent.  It  was 
posiponed  last  week  at  tbe  request  of  the  Alder- 
man from  Waro  12,  and  row  I  don't  think  it  is 
fair  to  eud  it  in  the  absence  of  the  gentlemao  fr  jm 
Ward  8. 

Aldeiman  Bur.  age— If  the  AWerman  from  Ward 
8  were  present  no  reconsiueration  could  bs  car- 
ried; the  vote  would  be  6  to  6.  I  think  we  had 
better  settle  it  tow.  It  would  be  a  grave  mistake 
to  raise  the  salaries  now,  when  t.*e  end  of  thei  year 
is  getting  so  near. 

Alderman  Quincy— It  is  true  that  no  rfconsider- 
atinn  could  prevail,  but  tbe  vote  to  refer  to  the 
next  Board  of  Aldermen  would  not  have  been 
passed  ;  it  would  have  stood  6  to  6. 

Alo  erman  Burrage— But  it  ba«  been  done. 

Alaerman  Worthingtoo  moved  to  lay  the  motion 
to  reconsider  on  the  table,  and  called  for  tbe  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  motion  nrevailed — yeas  6,  nays  5. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Harris,  O'Brien,  Pone,  Quiocy, 
Viles,  Worthington— 6. 

Nays  — Aldermen  Bigeiow,  Burrage,  Clark, 
Power,  Prescott — 5. 

Absent—  Alderman  Stebbins. 
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OFFICE  HOURS  IN  CITY  DEPARTMENTS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy,  che  Board  took 
from  the  table  the  ordinance  to  rsgulate  the  of- 
fice flours  in  the  city  departments. 

Aldei  man  Quincy — This  ordinance  has  received 
the  approval  of  the  various  departments  it  regu- 
lates, and  the  amendments  called  to  the  attention 
of  the  committee  have  been  made.  There  is  now 
no  reason,  so  far  as  tne  committee  know,  whv  it 
should  not  be  passed. 

Alderman  Prescott— "While  this  mittei  is  under 
consideration  I  would  like  to  bring  up  a  question 
that  has  very  frequently  occurred  to  me  since  I 
have  had  a  seat  at  this  Board.  It  may  be  a  cus- 
tom established  by  long  usage,  but  it  is  ques- 
tionable in  my  mind  whether  it  should  be  con- 
tinued— that  is,  the  closing  of  all  departments  of 
City  Ball  for  business  at  two  o'clock  on  every  Sat- 
urday afternoon  of  the  year.  It  struck  me  very 
forcioly  last  year  when  I  first  came  loto  the  Gov- 
ernment but  of  course,  by  this  time,  I  have  got 
used  to  it.  Nevertheless,  when  this  ordinance 
was  reported,  toe  question  came  into  my 
mind,  and  I  should  like  to  ask  rhe  chairman 
of  the  committee  whether  it  was  considered. 
It  dofs  seem  to  me  that  with  the  adequate 
salaries  paid  to  the  heads  and  clerks  of  depart- 
ments, it  is  questionable  whether  it  is  right  and 
proper  to  close  the  hall  at  two  o'clock  on  Satur- 
days and  exact  from  them  but  five  and  a  half  days' 
work  iastead  of  six.  There  may  be  some  good 
reason  tor  ir,  but  I  know  of  none  whatever.  If  it 
were  proposed  to  close  City  Hall  at  two  o'clock  on 
Saturdays  during  the  heated  term — from  the  first 
of  July  to  the  midd'e  of  September— when  the 
wholesale  olaces  of  business  close  at  that  time, 
and  a  large  number  of  people  go  out  of  town  to 
spend  Sunday,  I  would  have  no  objection  to  it; 
but  as  an  Alderman  of  this  city  I  am 
mindful  of  the  fact  that  I  have  to  spend 
more  th»n  half  my  time  in  City  Hall  on 
Saturdays,  and  I  find  that  several  heads  of 
departments  ..re  obliged  to  do  the  same  thing. 
But  I  find  that  the  clerks  are  gone— when  the 
hour  of  two  comes,  they  diop  their  Dens  as  che 
laborer  drops  his  shovel  at  twelve ;  I  cannot  help 
bnngins:  this  matter  up,  as  it  struck  me  vety 
forciblv,  and  now  that  the  report  Das  come  1 
rhink  it  is  worthy  of  consideration. 

Alderman  Quincy — That  matter  was  considered 
by  the  committee  and  the  conclusion  come  to  that 
there  was  no  objection  to  the  offices  closi' g  gen- 
erally at  two  o'clock  on  Saturdays,  provided  that 
all  the  clerks  aod  officers  understood  that  they 
had  no  right  to  claim  the  time  if  iheie  was  any- 
thing else  to  do.  That  idea  was  express3d  in  the 
following  proviso: 

"Provided,  however,  that  any  clerk  or  other  offi- 
cer may,  in  case  of  necessit?,  be  required  by  the 
principal  officer  of  the  department  with  wnich  he 
is  connected,  or  by  the  committee  or  board  hav- 
ing charge  of  said  department,  to  perform  service 
on  Saturdays  or  other  week  days,  for  a  greater 
number  of  hours,  without  extra  compensation." 


It  was  thought  that  tb  *t  would  settle  the  ques- 
tion in  the  minds  of  the  clerks  that  Saturday  af- 
ternoons, although  theirs  when  nothing  was  to 
be  done,  were  not  theirs  when  anything  was  to  be 
done.  In  that  view  we  thought  the  custom  of 
closing  generally  at  two  o'clock  on  Saturdays 
was  a  good  one  and  shwuld  not  be  interfered  with. 

Alderman  Prescott— That  is  not  sufficient  argu- 
ment to  warrant  me  in  voting  for  the  ordinance  as 
it  now  stands.  The  heads  of  departments  have 
the  right  to  claim  the  services  of  cleiks  if  they 
desire  it;  but  probably  the  number  of  clerks  em- 
ployed in  several  departments  was  fixerj  upon  the 
basis  of  the  amount  of  work  to  be  done  in  5% 
days  instead  of  six.  If  the  business  was  done 
here  in  the  same  manner  as  in  other  places,  we 
probably  should  noc  require  so  large  a  number  of 
clerks  to  do  the  work  in  six  davs  that  is  now  done 
*in5y2.  This  custom  may  be  founded  upon  long 
usage,  but  I  have  not  found  any  reason  why  the 
different  departments  should  be  virtually  closed 
at  noon  on  Saturday,  when  business  men  work 
later  thaa  th^t  except  during  the  heated  teim.  I 
have  heaid  if  said  that  it  was  necessary  to  close 
City  Hall  half  a  day  during  the  week  m  oro'ei  that 
the  necessary  cleaning  and  washing  might 
be  done;  but,  as  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings,  I  think  that  can  be  at- 
tended to  in  case  He  hall  is  open  on  Sat- 
urdays as  on  other  days.  I  throw  out  the 
suggestion  for  the  consideration  of  the  Board.  I 
am  not  firmly  impressed  that  we  should  keep  open 
the  hall  for  business,  but  I  am  seeking  for  some 
good  reason  why  we  should  not. 

Alderman  Bunas  e— lb  ere  is  a  greac  deal  of 
force  in  the  remarks  of  the  Aldeiman  from  Ward 
9.  It  seems  to  be  very  unfair  for  the  public, 
as  well  as  members  of  the  Government, 
that  no  business  can  be  done  in  City  Hall 
after  two  o'clock  on  Saturdays.  It  we 
want  to  look  at  any  department,  we  can't 
do  ro,  as  the  head  and  the  clerks  are  gone.  Then 
again,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  not  setting  a  good 
example.  The  tendency  of  the  times  is 'to  live 
luxuriously  and  without  woik.  and  to  get  large 
salaries.  If  this  community  returns  to  its 
former  prosperity,  it  must  be  done  by  hard 
work.  That  is  what  made  New  England 
what  it  is  today,  —  persistent,  hard  work. 
This  matter  is  worthy  of  consideration,  and 
if  a  reform  can  be  made  it  had  better  be 
done.  I  don't  know  how  long  this  has  been  the 
practice— perhaps  the  City  Clera  can  tell  us. 

The  Citv  Clerk— About  twenty-five  years. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  do  not  desire  to  make  a 
motion  in  regard  to  it  this  afternoon,  but  in  ord"r 
that  mem Ders  mav  rave  an  opportunity  to  think 
of  it,  and  a9  there  is  no  neces  <ity  for  its  immedi- 
ate oassage,  I  move  that  tne  ordinance  be  laid  up- 
en  thp  table. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

DECEMBER    9,    1875. 


Regular  meeting;  at  7%  P.  M.,  Halsey  J.  Boaid- 
man,  President,  in  the  cbavr. 

ROLL-CALX. 

Oo  mot'on  of  Mr.  Clarke  or  Ward  15,  the  roll 
«•  a'j  called : 

Present— Messrs.  Barrv,  Boardman,  Burgess, 
Clarke,  Collins,  Curtis  Devereux,  Dugga  ,  Ed- 
wards, Fait,  Golc'tbwait,  Harngan,  clicks,  Hiscock, 
Howe-,  Jaques,  KiDgsbury,  Kingsley,  Leightoc, 
Lorii  g,  Moley,  Moon°y,  Morriso.,  Murray,  N-w- 
tou,  Pasre,  Paiker,  Pc  ibocv,  Peikins.  Pierce,  low- 
er, Shaw,  Sib.ey,  Sfcacey,  Tbacher,  Trull,  Wbit- 
more,  Willeurt>^38. 

Absent: — Messrs.  Anderso?,  Bent,  Btackect.Bur- 
ditt,  Cawley.  Coyle,  Groclrer,  Cusbi.  g,  Cu-hnian, 
Damon.  Day,  Fuzji-rald,  Fltzpatriok,Flymi, Guild, 
Harruon,Kelley,  Kimball,  Lapoen,Noyes,  Osborne, 
Rice,  Sampson,  Srnitn,  Spragu  ,  Swe'etsei,  Tram, 
Wads-'ortb,  Waibiidsre,  Wa^sh,  Wbitcomh,  Wil- 
bur,  Wilson,  Woods — 34. 

PAPERS     FROM    THE     BOARD     OF    ALDERMEN    FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Petitions  were  referred. 

Reporr  recommending  reference  of  request  of 
Tiu^tees  of  Public LiDr»ry  for  abeiation  of  galiery 
of  B?tes  Hal'  came  down  ref-rred  to  next  City 
Council.    Concurred. 

Repo/ts  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions,  viz.: 

1 .  Or  F.  I.  Krait,  et  al.,  for  abatement  ot  tax  on 
property  on  Sbawmut  aveiitte  and  Lucas  stret  c. 

2.  Of  Joseph  B.  G'over,  tor  payment  of  costs  in 
suit  against  the  city. 

3  Of  George  W.  West  et  al.,  for  damag-s  to  es- 
tate- of  Mary  West's-  heirs. 

Severally  accepted. 

Reports  that  the  fniiowiLg-namsd  parties  bave 
settled   their  claims  against  tbe  city,  viz. : 

First— R.  Holmes,  for  $100.  Second— Gilbert 
Wait,  tor  $300.    Third— John  B.  Gately,  for  §50. 

Severally  accepted. 

Report  of  insxpedient  to  accept  the  offe--  by  S. 
B.  Morse  of  a  certain  tract  of  land  for  a  public 
park.    Accepted. 

Reports  a»  d  orders  for  permits  to  erect  wood- 
en buildiogs  to  be  issued,  viz.: 

First — To  J.  Howes  Dyer  on  Ana  "tan  avenue, 
Ward  17. 

Seconu— To  D.  W.  Lincoln,  on  Buffalo  and  Texas 
streets,  Ward  19. 

Third— To  aaid  Lincoln,  on  Texas  street  near 
M  rket  stzeet,  Ward  19. 

Orders  sevetally  read  twice  aad  passed. 

Report  aad  amended  ordinance  in  addition  to 
au  ordinance  relatiog  to  bridges',  providing  for  a 
superintendent  of  Cousrress-stieet  (Eastern-ave- 
nue") Bridge.    Ordinance  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  oider  tor  a  transfer  from  -'salary  of 
patrolmen,"  in  Police  appropriation,  of  $500  to 
"feeding  prisoners,''  and  $300  to  '-horse  and  car- 
riage bire."    Order  parsed  to  a  second  reading. 

THE  YORKTOWN  MEMORIAL. 

A  report  ana  order  came  down  for  toe  Mayor  to 
petition  the  next  Congi  ess  for  the  fulfilment  of 
tbe  pledge  to  make  an  appropriate  commemora- 
tion of  the  lart  battlefield  of  the  Revolution,  at 
torktown,  Va.    (City  Doc.  No.  119, 1875.) 

On  motion  of  Mi.  i'hacher  of  Waro  15  the  report 
was  read  by  its  title. 

Tbe  order  was  then  read. 

Mr.  Whi'more  of  Ward  4—1  move  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  older,  i  fail  to  see  any  ne- 
cessity for  the  city  of  Boston  to  take  any  offical 
action  in  this  matter.  It  is  a  part  of  the  histori- 
cal record  that  Congress,  both  before  and  uuring 
the  Revolution,  and  also  since  ihat  period,  have 
made  a  great  man"  promises  which  have  never 
bfen  fulfilled.  I  need  go  no  farther  back  for  an 
lllu-tration  thau  to  the  establishment  or  the  pres- 
ent cun-biioy;  and  until  Congress  fulfils  some  of 
the  promises  recently  maoe,  it  is  b^.rdlv  necessary 
to  rake  up  the  unfulfilled  pledges  dunng  the  Bev- 
olution.  Looking  at  the  data  of  the  Executive 
communication  upon  this  subject.,  it  seems 
to  have  been  started  while  the  puolic  mind  was 
full  of  patriotic  ideas  grow  ng  out  of  the  Centen- 
nial celeoratioc.  I  think  it  is  no  more  the  part  of 
Boiton  t>  take  the  initiative  in  this  matter  than  it 


is  of  any  other  citv.  Moreover,  after  a  recent  ex- 
pensive, I  should  liise  to  see  the  word  "next" 
stricken  out  and  "present"  substitutec.  If  it  is 
d  sirab1j  to  bav-  the  or  1  r  passed  at  all,  I  trust 
the  gtntleintn  having  ii  in  charge  will  amend  ic 
so  that  the  petition  may  go  iofh>"  present  Con- 
gress mstei?  of  tbe  next  one.  I  renew  the  motion 
for  an  indefiore  postponement. 

The  motion  was  lost— 17  tor,  19  ag  inst. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmor-  tbe  order  was 
amen  .  ed  by  stnk'ng  out  the  word  "next"  and  in- 
serting .n  is  p^ce  "prese<  t." 

Mr.  Claike  of  Waid  lb— I  should  prefer  to  have 
the.  matter  lie  over  for  one  wtek.  Quite  a  cu  >  - 
bei  of  m  mb  rs  are  absent  ton.ght;  tbe  printtd 
report  has  not  been  generally  read,  a::a1)e'o>e 
V'  ting  uoon  n  I  should  like  an  oepoituc  icy  to  look 
it  over.  I  move  that  it  be  specially  assigned  to 
eight  o'clock  at  the  next  meeti  g. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  voted  for  indefinite 
postponement  for  to-  reason  ihat  I  don't  like  :o 
vot  upon  any  qv.estion  so  imoortant  as  this  may 
be  m  an  historical  senss  wutr  ut  knowing  fully 
v  hat  are  its  provisions.  I  hope  it  will  lie  over, 
ard  I  merely  suggest  ib<t  it  «ouid  be  better  to 
lay  ic  npon  the  table  ,  It  raav  be  a  matter  of  con- 
siderable importance  m  the  light  ot  historv  ;  and 
it  may  be  a  matter  «  nich  ooght  not  totals.  I 
have  not  'iao'  an  oppoifjoity  to  ^xarine  it.  aud  I 
hope  it  will  be  laid  open  the  table,  inctead  of  es- 
signed  to  any  special  tiio^,  that  the  people  may 
eousid-r  the  propri  ty  of  it. 

Mr,  Oar kf  v  ithr  tew  tbe  notion  to  assign,  and 
on  rx  otion  of  Mr.  Shaw  tne  subject  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Ordeisto  p  ovitie  accommodations  for  a  free 
evening  drawing  s.hool  in  the  West  Roxbury  Dis- 
trict; additio  ial  primary  etommodutions  in 
Lowell  District;  additional  accommodations  tor 
the  Curtis-street  Primary  S  hool,  and  additioi  al 
primarv-school  accommodations  in  the  Cotmns 
District.    Severally  passed. 

In  reply  to  a  qu-st'on  by  Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11 
as  to  the  pioDable  <xpenseof  fitting  up  the  free 
evei.ing  drawi  )g,  school,  \Ir.  Page  of  Ward  9  said 
it  is  proposed  to  use  tir*  apparatus  at  the  South- 
street  school,  and  the  expense  of  the  transfer 
and  g,as  pip?  would  '„e  about  $150. 

Order  Co  allow  G.Curtis  $385.71  for  materials 
for  Paving  Department;  $7.25  for  Wat' r  Works ; 
tor  Cicv  Hospital,  $6.83,  and  to  F.  A.  Wilbins, 
agent,  $131.69  for  matenalr  for  Lamp  Department; 
aid  to  F.  W.  Lincoln,  Jr.,  &  Co.,  $3.50  for  mate- 
rials for  Fiie  Depattment.  Pa-sed  in  co.  c-r- 
l  nee. 

Or  er  tor  pavmeut  of  expenses  incu  rec*  by 
Committee  on  the  Funeral  Ceremonies  ot  the  late 
Ho".  Eieury  Wilson,  Vice  President  of  the  Unit  o 
Stat  s,  from  Incidental  Expenses;  oro'et  to  trans- 
fer from  .tern  foi  "painting  and  glazing,  in  tbe 
aopropiiation  for  Public  Buildings;"  $2000,  to 
item  Fci  "new  heating  aoparatus  and  repairs  of 
old";  report  and  order  to  transfer  from  '  Wat?r 
Works"  $50,000,  to  be  aaded  to  appropriation1:  for 
Paving,  etc.;  report  and  order  to  transfer  withiu 
tbe  appropriation  for  Board  of  Health—  f<o  n  Bu- 
rial Grounds  toEv-  ir<een  Ce  neieiy,  $1000;  from 
ISiew  Urinals  to  Public  Urn  als,  $1000;  from  Abate- 
ment oi  Nuisances  to  Punting,  $1000.  S'-ve rally 
laid  on  ihe  table,  on  motio  i  or  Mr  Page  or"  Ward 
9,  the  President  suggesting  that  ibey  required  a 
two-thirds  vote  and  u  bei  ag  doubtful  if  that  num- 
ber w  re  present. 

Ordei  for  ConuimUee  on  Fo-ice  of  the  Foard  of 
Aldermeo  ana  Common  Council  to  movr  e  ?oup 
f .  x  deervivig  poo?  during  tha  winter  months. 

Mr.  Peaboay  of  Ward  9  —  As  the  order  c  ntams 
no  limitation  to  the  expense,  I  move  to  amcid  by 
adding,  "ihe  ex,Ltnse  not  to  exceed  $5000,' the 
amouot  expended  last  year. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  believe  I  had  the  honor 
to  drai*  tnat  orcer,  and  1  knew  what  I  «  as  about 
wheu  I  did  it.  There  is  no  necessity  for  The 
amend  me  it.  There  isalixit  by  law.  Year  be- 
fore la^t  the  Legislature  pas>ed  an  ict— I  t'oiget 
the  chapter  now— that  the  City  Council  of  the  cuv 
ot  Boston  nay  provide  temporaiv  relief  for  the 
poorbyan  exp^nditu  eof  onefHteeu-huncUvdth  of 
one  per  cent,  of  the  taxable  property.  That 
would  amount  to  a  few  dollars  inside  of  $5000. 
Last  ysar  the  iimit  was  made  at  $5000,  and  it 
didn't  come  quite  up  to  th  t  sum.  There  is  no 
necessity  for  the  amendment  whatever,  the  limit 
being  fixed  by  law.  Soup  ca  not  be  provided  fir 
the  worthy  poor  at  any  greater  expeosu  than  $5000, 
and  gentlemen  will  see  no  necessity  for  the 
amendment. 
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Mr.  Feabony—  In  that  ease  there  certainly  will 
be  do  Darin  in  the  amendment,  as  it  has  its  value 
in  making  ihs  thug  better  understood.  It  shows 
precisely  at  agance  what  is  meant,  instead  of 
obliging  people  to  calculate  what  ths  amount  is. 

Mr.  Shaw — There  is  do  objection  if  the  geutle- 
man  desiies  to  be  technical.  I  have  explaiued  tne 
law.  I  have  no  objection  to  the  Hmendineot, 
and  presume  nobodv  else  ha<. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  aid  the  order  as 
amended  pass -c    Stnt  up. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Coma  on,  etc.,  to  report 
on  exoediencj  of  i>  openirg  the  passageway  from 
Court  square  to  Court  street,  on  th-  northerly  end 
of  Court  squaie.    Passed.    Sect  up. 

1  he  -to'lowiug  unfinished  business,  which  was 
laid  on  the  tab'e  Dec.  2,  1875,  ejas  ai  am  passed 
ov-r,  on  accouotota  1  ck  of  a  two-thirds  vote : 
Order  authorizing  nor  exceeding  $1000  to  be  ex- 
pende  i  for  watering  tbo  s.r.  ets  aiound  the  Public 
Grounds,  in  addition  to  tne  sum  all  eady  appropri- 
ate ,  io  be  chiiaed  to  "Common  and  Public 
Grounds";  order  to  appropna  e  not  excee'M  g 
$417.35,  f  r  coocreticg  walks  on  Independence 
squ  ue,  to  be  tracsfened  trom  "Superintendence 
ana  Labor  on  Co mmon  -;nd  Pu'olic  Grounds"  :  or 
oer  to  transfer  $8570  trow  Resei  ved  Fund  to  "Suf- 
folk-etreet  District." 

Ordt-i,  iu  settlejx^e  t  of  damages  tor  laying  otic 
ar,d  xtend  ng  Swett  street,  the  purchase  be  au- 
thorized ot  estate  of  William  Hardv  on  Sw.-tt 
st  eetano  Dorch-s  er  avenue,  at  not  exceed  g 
$6000;  to  be  charged  to  appropriation  tor, -aid 
str  er. 

Mr.  Pcabody  of  Ward  9  moved  that  the  order  be 
i  eterred  to  the  Committer  on  S  reets,  as  it  did  net 
appear  on  the  record  that  i:  ante  from  them. 

Mr.  Page  of  \\  ard  9— This  is  a  case  where  toe 
city  toot;  a  portion  of  an  estate  on  the  South  Bos- 
ton sid  of  tiir  Swett-street  extension,  belonging 
to  Mi.  Hardv,  leaving  hi ai  a  ve  y  small  piece — ne 
ii  two  hundren  t  et — and  the  Street  Corn  a,  lssion- 
ers  awarded  him  ve  v  reai  ly  the  amour  t  given  ia 
this  order  tor  the  entire  es  are.  I  he  piece  left  is 
of  no  use  to  him,  and  it  being  all  the  lar  d  tte  has, 
the  committee  concluded  to  tak  it  all  and  relieve 
him  of  toe  trouble  of  disposing  of  the  teiv  feet  re- 
mai  icg. 

Mr.  Ptabody  withdrew  the  motion  aid  the 
order  was  passed  in  concur  ence. 

COMMUNICATIONS    AND    REPORTS     FROM    CITY/ 
OFFICERS. 

High-Service  Water  Supply.  Mr.  Tnacher  of 
Wardr5~ubinrttsd  the  fol'oWi.g  (City  Doc.  No. 
117). 

Dec.  2,  1875. 
To  ihe  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Boso^ — 

In  submitting  the  accompanying  report  ot  the 
City  Engineer  upon  a  new  high  service  system  ol 
watcr  °iipplv,  and  -'upon  the  suoject  of  layiug  a 
new  uiiin  fiom  Ch"Stn.;t  Hill  Reservoir,"  the 
Cochituate  Watei  Boaid  cesires  to  express  the 
t.ilo  *iog  opinions: 

Fust— that,  owing  to  the  recent  annexation  of 
West  Roxbury  and  Bright  on, with  iheir  large  areas 
ot  nigh  lands,  rbe  constant  extension  of  the  high 
>ei  vice  in  the  oldei  divisions  of  ih-  city,  and  the 
increase  of  cosuinition  that  will  re*u,t  tron  in- 
crease otpooutation  in  t'ae  districts  now  supplied, 
vety  la  gely  increased  frscilirins  for  furnishing  the 
bigh-service  supply  will  sooa  te  impeiacively  de- 
manded. 

Second  -That,  for  reasons  statea  in  the  Engi- 
neer's report,  the  present  site  of  ihe  pumping  ma- 
chinery should  b  ab-nooued  >><tien  any  la.geia- 
crease  ia  the  works  is  made. 

Thim — -iiat  a  vlan  ot  t>ew  works  should  be 
aciopiedatan  early  d*y,  ard  that,  if  the  City 
Council  concui  in  this  opinion  of  th' Board,  the 
Legislature  sno.ild  "le  petition  ed  at  its  next  ses- 
sioi  tor  tue  needful  authority  to  buili  it. 

Fourth— That  the  plan  propo-ed  a  d  recom- 
menced bv  the  Egiueer— that  of  pummng  ma- 
chine: y  locat-d  at  Ches  nut  Hill  Reseiv  ir,  t^ith 
toref  distributing  ••eo&rviii  s  and  1  ige  coniiecnng 
mains— is  the  one  that  sh oula  be  adopter). 

fifth — Ttat  provisions,  as  proposed,  'or  furnish- 
ing a  temporary  hi -ib- service  supply  to  the  Brigh- 
ton  division  should  be  maoe  early  vett  summei. 

Sixth — That  theie  is  no  immediate  nee*1*-.!  y  for 
ia;  ins  a  new  low-servi3e  main  from  Chestnut 
Hi1 1  Reservoir. 

For  the  Cccbicc ate  Water  Board, 

L.  Miles  Standish,  Piesident. 

To 8  hi gb- service  scheme  recommeaded  in  ths 
r-port  of  the  City  Engineer  is  as  foUows: 


A  pumping  station  near  Chest  luthib  Re«ervoir> 
provided  with  two  tu^ines,  •  ach  of  caoacity  to 
raise  10,000.000  gallios  in  twenty-four  hours  to  a 
h^ij'ht  of  about  120  feet.  The  water  for  th."  sup- 
ply of  tue  engines  to  b-  received  in  ac  open  well, 
and  to  be  drawn  from  the  five  feet  pipe  which  it 
is  pioposeu  to  l*v  around  tiie  reservoir  to  join  the 
Sudbury  River  conduit  with  the  forty-eight-ii.ch 
delivery  mains  1'his  pipe  can  os  sup-orieS  either 
from  the  rpservoir,  fir>m  the  Cochituate  con- 
duit or  from  the  Sudbury  River  co  duit,  &i 
may  be  desired.  A  thirty-inch  force  main 
leading  to  a  reservoir  (No.  1)  located  up- 
on oie  of  the  lulls  m  the  vicinity  ol  the  pump- 
ing stati  'ii.  This  reservoir  to  have  its  wa^er  sur- 
face at  an  elevatiou  of  about  240  feet  e.bove  tide 
level,  and  a  capacity  of  about  15,000.000  gallons.  A 
thirty-i  i  ch  supply  main  from  the  reservoir,  pass- 
ing through  Brookliue  to  the  corner  ot  Prince  &ud 
Peikios  streets  in  West  Roxbu~y,  and  theie 
branihiig  ltto  two  lines  ol  pipes,  one  twenty 
inches  in  diameter,  mutiing  to  the  Pa.ke'r 
Hill  Reservou  (Ni.  2),  the  other  twenty  - 
four  i  i  ches  iu  diameter  passi  r  g  to  a 
resei  voir  (No.  3)  so  locate  >  as  to  command  the  sup- 
oiy  to  Dorchester  ana  neighboring  portions  of 
West  Roxbury.  Also  a  sixteen  inch  supply  main 
rut  ni>  g  from  the  mam  reservoir  (No.  1)  to  Brigh- 
ton, lor  the  supply  of  the  hign  lands  of  that  divi- 
sion, of  the  ciiy.  flu-' s\  stein  will  c  urinaria  all 
land*;  below  elev^ti-m  170,  giving  to  each 
house  an  ample  pressure,  md  will  fu'  nish  a 
supt  ly  to  the  lo»er  stones  of  ho.  sts  at  elevation 
200  or  210.  Tub  following  ts„-rnate  is  oa=ed  upon 
hbe  al  prices  anu  allowance  for  contingencies, 
acd  will  rather  exceed  than  fall  short  of  a  mure 
exact  one: 
Engine   buildings,  wells,   engine  foundar 

tions,  supply  pipe,  etc $120,000.00 

Two  engines,   capacity    10,000,000   gallons 

each 210,000.00 

Lands  and  reservoir   (No.  1)   capacity  15,- 

000,000  gallons 200,000.00 

Lands  and  reservoir  (No.  3)  capacity    10,- 

000,000  gallons 150,000.00 

Pipe  mains 340,000.00 

$1 ,020,000-CO 
Superintendence  and  contingencies 80,000.00 

Total $1,100,000.00 

If  thought  advisable,  the  first  outlay  mav  be 
somewhat  reduced  by  omitting  one  engf  e,  a  por- 
tion of  the  mams,  and  the  building  ot  res.rvoir 
No.  3,  though  the  land  foi  i:  shoulo  b°  taken  at 
once.  The  estimate  thus  leduced  amounts  to 
$825,000.  It  should  be  undeistooc,  however,  that 
the  expenditure  of  the  balance  can  be  delayed  for 
a  few  v^ais  only;  that  by  the  time  the  work  repre- 
sented by  -he  esttmat-  o'  $825,000  is  completed, 
'hatwnich  i  at  first  or>,itted  houbi  be  begun. 
With  the  extension  of  the  high  service  supply 
pipes  th  t  will  be  made,  and  the  increase  of  popu- 
lation in  the  temroiy  supplied  that  it  is  fair  to 
suppose  will  take  plaee,  t'e  existing  -  ork=>, 
even  after  their  enlargemei't  by  ths  laying  of  new 
tiiai  s,  as  D^toie  indictee,  cannot  be  safely  ielied 
u'  on  o  furnish  a  aaequate  supplv  for  more  than 
three  jears  lo  ge  .  Ihe  uaximnm  safe  capacity 
of  the  old  *>  orks  after  the  laying  of  th  -  ne  «■  mair?s 
will  be  about  2,750,000  gaPons  daily,  equal  to  a 
supply  rtuiing  the  mo iths  of  grea  est  c  'I'SumD- 
tion  tor  a  po  ulation  of  about  40,000.  The  e  are 
t'>day  over  36,000  ptopi- hviag  in  the  territory  to 
be  suiplied,  and  tne  year'v  in>  rea->e  of  this  popu- 
lation has  bren  about  six  per  cent,  during  tn"e  last 
few  years.  At  this  rate  the  total  increase,  includ- 
ing the  growth  of  1875,  would  be  over  8000  before 
the  new  ?o.ks  would  be  put  in  op  ration. 
It  will  require  two  working  seasons  to 
constiuct  r,e  works,  and  ibeir  coj  str  action 
must  oe  authorized  by  act  of  Legislature. 
At  present  there  are  i  o  means  ot  supplying'  the 
nigh  la;;i,s  of  Brighton.  A  long  and  expensive 
m?m  is  required  to  connect  them  with  Parker 
Mil  Reservoir,  which  main  would  become  useless 
should  the  proposed  rew  works  be  built,  is  at 
be.-t  rt  will  be  some  trma  before  tLese-  works  can 
be  avarlable,it  rs  nece  «ary  to  resort  to  temporary 
meats  tor  the  supply  of  that  territory.  A  small 
masoniy  reservoir,  to  be  located  on  Acaoe- 
my  Hill,  m  the  s<  hothouse  yard,  can  be 
c'leapiy  built,  woich  may  be  supplied  by 
small  steam  pumps  placed  at  sotu  convenient 
point,  s  gor  instance,  in  the  fir^-enarine  bo  se  on 
Chest  ui  Hill  avecu^.  Ihe  reservoir  to  havn  a 
capacrty  of  30,000  or  40,000  gallons,  or  sufficient  foi 
oidinaryfir  ,  and  an  elevation  of  about  170  feet 
aoove  tide.    Toe  pumps  to  be  two  in  number,  each 


DECEMBER       9,       18  75 


715 


witft  a  capacity  of  200,000  gallons.  The  estimated 
cost  o<  this  wo  k  is  $5500;  ano  I  ftyiud  recom- 
meDd  mat  it  bs  done  ear.y  next  season,  as  a  large 
piopo;tiou  of  tbe  mo.t  valuable  buildings  in 
Brighton  are  s.t  ^ated  above  the  reach,  of  tbe  low- 
serv.cp  suppl.y. 

In  regard  to  thj  low-service  system,  ihe  Engi- 
Dt  er  says  tb  -  conclusio  >  is  i  eached  that  there  is  at 
present  a ,dj pie  capaci  y  of  nans  and  sub-naras 
fo  tbe  domestic  supply,  aud  I  find,  by  estima'e, 
theie  is  ?lso  sufficient  capacity  to  deMver  a  large 
quantity  for  extinguish!!  g  fires  10  addition  ti  this 
eupoly.  The  completion  of  to?  Sudbury  River 
works  will,  however,  give  toe  city  an  abu  dant, 
instead  of  Ps  present  limited  suppi\ ,  acd  a  con- 
siderable iucrease  of  coiisiirnp  ion  is  probable. 
Iocrea=b  ot  consumption  will  necessitate  a  Dew 
main,  the  route  a'. d  cost  of  which  aie  que  tion« 
to  be  c  rosidered.  An  examination  of  the  map  of 
the  city  suggests  two  routes.  The  first  follows 
Beacon  street  from  tos  reservoir  to  We;t  Chester 
park  stie=t,  wh°ic  the  n;w  maio  «oui<i  ]oin  with 
'h*  40  mob ;  from  here  a  30-iuch  bianeh  uiam 
would  psss  aloig  West  Chesier  park  street  io 
Tri-n,ont  strett;  loiniuj  th^ie  the  30  and  36-inch 
pipes,  snd  eventually  bt  extended  to  Soutu  Boston 
througn  HamEoua  and  Swett  streets.  Tbesecoud 
follows  Beacon  street  to  Harvard  street  io  Brook- 
line,  and  heuc  parses  i  hrouyh  Harvard  street, 
Longwood  avenue",  Parker  and  Prentiss  strests,  to 
Tremoni,  wheie  ibe  new  mam  would  join  tn  30 
and  36-mch.  It  has  alreadv  been  p  >int'  o  out  toac 
tt.e  loss  oi  hea'.  is  practically  che  same  at  all 
points  on  Iretoont  street  from  the  Roxburv  cross- 
ing ot  tbe  Pr.vicence  R  ilroaa  to  the  Common, 
from  fhicb  it  follows  that  it  any  increase  of  ca- 
pacity of  mains  is  b«  eded  it  snould  be  made  be- 
tween toe  reservoir  and  the  ciossing.  Tbe  re- 
building ard  widening  of  Dover-street  Bridge 
v>ith  probably  a  ibaoge  m  che  position  of  the 
d>?w-opeoiri!r)  may  lequirf  a  temporary  discon- 
tinuance of  the  South  Boston  20-iuch  low-seivic» 
and  12-iocb  high-se  vis-  supply  pipes,  and  conse- 
quently necessi  ate  'helayicgof  a  new  main  to  that 
s  ctioa.  This  new  main  will  naturally  nass 
thr  nigh  Swett  street,  ano  may  have  its  point  of 
pegiuuing  near  the  Roxbmj  cros:i  g,  and  folow 
Vernon,  Washington,  Hammono  and  Albany 
streets  to  Swett  stieet.  This  will  relieve  tne  Tr"'- 
isiotit-ntceei.  mams,  from  toe  crossing  to  Dover 
stre  t,  of  about  on  -half  the  supply  of  South. 
Boston,  or  say  of  a  supply  for  30,000  people.  Wirh 
th's  renet  it  is  rot  probable  that  a^y  increase  of 
tbe  capacity  of  ihe  mains  north  of  the  crossing 
will  be  needed  for  the  upply  of  the  city  proper 
tor  many  year-,  if  ever.  Tne  fob' win;  estimate 
is  for  a  to  ty-ei2ht-incfc  pipe  laid  on  the  second 
rouie  ab^v3  described,  which,  from  what  precedes, 
apnears  to  be  the  better  oi  the  two: 

18,0t)0    feet    of    forty-eight-inch  pipe    laid, 

at  $16.80 $302,40(1.00 

4000  cubic  yards  of  rock,  at  S3  ,  12,000.00 

Extra  fo    sheeiing  and  Lumping 9,000.00 

Stop  valves,  specials,  bridge  crossing,  etc 20,000.00 

$343,400.00 
Add  ten  per  cent,  for  contingencies 34,340.00 

S377,740.00 
Say  $375,000. 

I  ado   an  estimate  of  cost  of  a  thirty-inch  main 
from  the  comei  ot  Vernon  2nd  Tremont  street  to 
the    coiner   of   Dorchester   and    Fourth    streets, 
in  South  Boston: 
15,200  linear  feet  of  thirty  inch  pipe,  laid,  at 

$8.30 $126.11)0.00 

Stop  valves,  specials,  bridge  crossing,  etc 8,500.09 

$134,660.00 
Add  10  per  cent,  for  contingencies ,    13,466.00 

$148,026.00 
Say  $150,000.00. 
R  f!arr«}d,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Thacner ,  to  the  next 

City  Council- 
Sent  up. 
Auditor  of  Accounts.    Monthly  exhibit,  giving 

the  state  ot  ihe  appropiiations  o<.  Dec.  1: 

^enuesfetc.'  Expended.    Unexpen'd. 

General  $13,§21,593.95    $7,841,388.40     $5,1180,204.55 

Special 4,619,791.31]     1,580,705.20        3,039,086.11 

$18,441,384.26    $9,422,093.60     $9,019,290.66 

Sent  up. 

Fire  Commissioners.  Report  of  firu°  and 
alarms  for  November— Total  number  of  fires,  57; 
confined  to  o^e  ouildmg,  52;  loss  or  buildings, 
$16,500;  on  stock:,  $30,252;  insurance  on  buildings, 


$285,100;  on  stock,  $236,750.  Number  of  alarms, 
61;  stills,  20;  needless,  1.    Sent  up. 

Trustees  of  Mt.  Rope  Cemetery.  R  quest  for 
an  additional  pnropnatiori  at  $2500  to  oefrav  tbe 
expense  of  the  cemetery  for  tbe  current  year. 
The  request  is  made  ith  great  reluciance,  bnt 
they  s.e  no  way  tn  avoid  it.  Ihe  immediate 
cause  is  toe  dimiriisned  receipts  from  rh-  sale  of 
lots  during  the  mo  th  of  October,  «hich  is  in 
marked  contrast  with  those  of  previous  years. 
The  trustees  feel  that  it  is  scaic-Iy  necessary  to 
aaveittothe  .  ritna.y  cause  of  tnis  unexpected 
a'  d  unpleasant  condition,  as  similar  effects  are 
visible  iu  eveiv  ura>  ch  of  industry. 

R  feired  on  motif  not  Mr.  Tbacher  of  Ws,irt  15 
to  the  Joint  ConitLittee  on  Ml.  Hope  Ccmeteiy. 
Sent  up. 

WATER  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Leigbton  of  Ward  1  submitted  report:*  fro-n 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Water  on  sundry  requests 
of  the  Cochituate  Va*er  Boaid  recommending  the 
passage  of  the  lo'T  wing: 

Or,.'e  ed,  That  tne  Cochituate  Water  Board  be 
authorized  to  contract  tor  ibe  ceiiverv  of  wat-r 
oipes  and  aDpui'ttnance;  reqnirrri  to<  the  lrni- 
naiy  work  oi  tbe  above-named  doparsment  during 
the  i  ext  financial  year,  ihe  ex perse  for  said  pipes 
and  appurtenances  not  to  exceed  the  -um  of 
$50,000,  payment  to  be  made  taeretor  on  tee  10th 
clav  of  May,  A.  D.  1876. 

Ordered  to  a  Sf-cond  ieadiag. 

Ordered,  That  tbe  Auttitor  oi  Accounts  be  and 
he  is  hereby  authmiz-d  to  transrer  ftoro  the  1'em 
"main  pipes  in  Boston  proper,  South  and  East 
Boston,  Roxbu  y  &■  d  Dorchester,'"  in  the  general 
appropria  ion  for  VVatei  Woiks,  the  sum  cf  $2500 
to  the  appropriation  foi  "Cb- -tnut  Hill  Driveway," 

Ordered  to  a  sec  nd  reacing 

Ordeiec,  That  tte  Cochituate  Water  Boaid  be 
authorized  t>  contract  at  once  for  the  ceiiverv  of 
water  pipes  a  d  otner  matedals  required  in  order 
to  provide  an  adequate  -upply  of  water  m  Waras 
i7and  19  (B-ighton  and  West  R.xbu  y  districts), 
ihe  expto-e  for  said  pipes  itdo  her  materials  not 
to  exc-eo  the  sum  ot  $100,000. 

Ordered,  Ihat  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  'o 
borrow,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on 
finance,  a  sum  not  exceeding  $100,000,  to  be  ap- 
plied to  ihe  purchase  of  wa'ti  r  pipes  and  other 
mateii&is  fur  a  supply  of  w  ter  in  Wards  17  and 
19  (Brighten  a  d  West  Roxbury  districts). 

Severally  i  t  fened  to  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
Sent  up. 

SAFETY  OF  PUBLIC  HALLS,  ETC. 

Mt.  Gonlchwait  of  Ward  11  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Tb-- Joint  Standing  Commi.tee  oi  tbe  Suryey 
and  Inspectic  of  Buildings,  to  whom  «as  re- 
fened  the  report  of  tie  Inspector  of  Buildings  on 
th  condition  of  public  buildicgsin  Boston  as  re- 
ga  ds  the  means  if  exit  in  case  ot  fire,  beg 
leave  to  report  that  th-y  uave  carefully  con- 
siaerod  the  subject  ano  are  of  n.e  opinion 
that  time  is  need  of  greater  protection  for  the 
p*'  pie  hen  asse  >  bled  in  rjia  es  for  amusement 
ano  instruction,  a'  d  they  wouli  ,  thei  efoie,recom- 
n.end  the  passage  of  the  fodowing  or.:er: 

Ordered,  That  his  honor  the  Mayor  be  le- 
quested  to  peti  ion  ihe  Genial  Court  at  the  next 
session  tor  the  pa-sage  of  an  act  oiovidina'  foi  ibe 
tafety  ot  peu-ous  when  assented  in  public  pi  ices 
of  amuseuDei  t  and  instruction. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

NOMINATING  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Poacher  of  Wart  15  offered  an  order  for  the 
appointment  of"  a  joirt  pecial  committee  to  uora- 
itate  a  Supeantenoent  of  Congress-strpet  Bridge. 
Read  t  »jice  and  passed,  and  Messrs.  Toacher  of 
Ward  15,  Groldthwait  of  v.ard  11  a<d  Walbri.-  ge  .  f 
Ward  12  were  aprjointeo  on  sair  committee.  Sent 
up, 

PUBLIC    INSTITUTIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmon-  of  Ward  4,  report 
and  orde<  rer.p  cting  aacendmeots  of  the  statute 
relating  to  Public  insfitutio  s  (printed  City  Docu- 
ment No.  10)  were  taken  from  the  table,  and  the 
order  was  passed  in  concurrence. 

TRANSPORTATION  OF  VOTERS. 

On  inouion  ot  Mr.  Tbacher  ot  Ward  15,  tbe 
Cmvcil  took  from  th'  tabic  th"  order  u>  furnish 
transportation  to  and  from  the  wardroom  in  W  rd 
22  to  such  vocers  living  in  that  part  of  the  ward 
east  of  the  town  of  Brookline  as  may  apply  there- 
for at  the  next  municipal  election;  the  expense 
not  to  exceed  $200. 

Mr.  Tbacher—  When  that  orde1'  was  offeied,! 
had  teason  to  Relieve  that  it  would  be  illegal  for 
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the  City  Council  to  appropriate  money  for  that 
puinose.  Havirjg  been  od  rhe  Committee  on 
Claims  for  three  years,  I  have  reportea  leave  to 
withdraw  in  ma^'y  cases,  much  to  tiie  dissatisfac- 
tion of  members  of  this  Council,  where  the 
parties  were  not  legally  entitled  to  receive 
ibe  compensation  asked  for  ;  ann  on  the 
same  grounds  I  made  the  motion  to  in- 
definitely postpone  this  order.  Afterward 
I  was  informed  by  the  gentleman  who  introducad 
the  order  that  he  had  consulted  members  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  and  he  led  me  to  suppose  that 
there  w;is  some  wav  m  which  the  order  could  be 
legally  passed;  and  £  moved  a  n. consideration, 
which  prevailed,  and  the  older,  on  my  mot  on, 
■was  laici  on  the  tablp.  Now,  that,  party  who  intro- 
duced the  ord«-r  has  takeD  paina  to  go  around  in 
that  '■ection  of  the  city  and  t-'tat"  that  bat  for  me 
teams  would  have  bten  provided  to  take  people  to 
and  from  the  voting  placs.  I  do  vet  wish  to  de- 
prive anyone  of  the  privilege  of  voting;  but  I  k  ow 
there  are  many  rueo  with  families  whe  cannot 
votr  because  they  la'oor  for  $2  or  $2.50  a  day,  and 
if  tiey  should  go  to  Brighton  to  vote  they  will 
lose  a't  least  half  a  day's  pav,  which  tbev  cannot 
afford  to  do.  After  consultation  with  members 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  I  am  satisfied  that  the 
order  will  not  pass  that  branch.  It  will  not  be 
legal  f oi  the  City  Council  to  appropriate  money 
foi  this  purpose,  and  I  agaiu  move  the  indefixite 
postponement  of  the  order. 


Mr.  Clarke  of  Waid  15— Since  introducing  Chat 
orde."  I  have  had  s>  me  conversation  with  the  City 
Solicitor,  and  he  >hirjks,  with  ihe  gentleaan  from 
Ward  15,  that  it  mi^ht  not  be  lega'.  But  in  sec- 
tion 95,  oage  674,  of  the  Laws  ana  Ordinances  it 
re  .ris  that  the  city  may  appropriate  money  for 
certain  purposes,  amongst  whicharemilitaiy  com- 
panies, celebrations  of  holiday  s,"aud  for  other  pur- 
poses of  a  public  natu  e."'  Now,  sir,  I  thought 
this  was  as  much  of  a  public  nature  as  to  bringlper- 
sons  over  the  East  Boston  ferries  on  Fourth  of 
July  and  other  holidays.  Still,  the  opinion  seems 
to  be  that  it  is  not  legal,  or  it"  it  is,  it  will  require  a 
two  thirds  vote,  vnd  I  snail  let  the  matter  orop. 

Mr.  Tbacfier— In  relation  to  free  feme*,  I  would 
state  that  omrcg  the  thee  years  1  h^ve  be-_.n  on 
tbe  Committe  oq  the  Fourih  of  July  Celebration 
we  always  had  a  figbt  m  ordPr  to  get  $25,000, 
and  laWy  we  have  .lot  been  able  to  gee 
so  much,  as  it  was  thought  that  a  great 
deal  of  the  mooBy  was  spent  in  junketing,  though 
I  never  bad  the  nonor  to  be  on  a  committee  where 
nay  was  spent,  tb;it  way.  Of  the  money  appro- 
priated for  the  Fourth  of  Julv  there  was  always  a 
sum  set  aside  to  jay  the  deck  hands  and  officers 
of  the  feiry  boats  and  buy  coal  to  run  the  ferries 
free;  so  the  ferries  were  not  rua  free,  but  were 
paid  for  out  of  tbe  arjoropriation. 

The  order  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

Ou  motion  of  Mr.  Peabody  of  Waid  9,  tbe  Coun- 
cil adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

DECEMBER    13,    1875. 


Regular  meeting  at  foil-  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man Clark,  Chairman,  pre  iding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS. 

Special  Pohce  Officers— Ira  (4.  Gaies,  Highland 
Church;  An  t<ewK.Bvrue,394  Washington  street; 
Mich  .el  McEJ°ny,Fitcnburg  Railroad  shops  aud 
freight  bouses. 

WARD  OFFICERS  TO  FILL  VACANCIES. 

Ward  No.  1— James  Woollev,  Inspector,  in  place 
of  Ed  wan  Pearl,  declined. 

Ward  No.  6- Jams  B,  Reed,  Inspector,  io  place 
of  Aoel  B.  MuiToe,  Jr.,  oeclined. 

Ward  No.  7— ThomxoW.  Chacibourpp,  Inspector, 
in  pLaee  of  John  Newell,  declined. 

Wa  d  No  15— N.  Tracy  Allen,  Inspector,  in 
pla^e  of  Chaile-  E.  S pi  Her,  resigned. 

Ward  No.16— Maroenbotouirh  N.  Davis, Inspect- 
or,  in  place  of  \ndiew  Jackson,  decline  i. 

Ward  No.  19— Frank  C.  Pratt,  Warcen,  in  place 
of  Albert  H.  Hooki  s,    ecliued. 

Ward  No.  20-Cbarl-s  J.  McCormack,  Clerk,  in 
place  of  -leibert  C.  Davis,  resigned. 

Seveially  coufirrned. 

ORDER  OF  NOTICE. 

The  petition  of  Boiton  Button  Company  fo»'  per- 
mit to  locate  and  use  a  steam  boiler  ac  corner  of 
Oliver  and  Purchase  stieets  was  considered  on  au 
order  of  notice.  No  one  appeared  in  nppos-tioo, 
and  tlif  ma  iter  was  refeired  to  the  Committee  on 
Ste  .in  Engines. 

PETITIONS,  ETC..  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  James  Tyrell 
et  al.,  that  Bolton  street  beligbt^d,  between  t  aea 
D  streets. 

To  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners.  Permit 
lrotn  the  city  of  Chelsea  to  establish  telegraph 
wires  in  cenai    streets  in  said  citv. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Assesso7-s'1  Depart- 
ment. American  St-  am  safe  Companv,  for  abate- 
ment or  tax  ou  personal  property,  as  they  are  not 
dome:  business  aod  then  liabi  ities  are  very  larare. 
l'ruste.-s  of  Beach-streec  Presovteriau  Church, 
fo_*  abatement  of  tax  ou  estate  at  corner  of 
C  -iu    bus  avenue  aud  Berkeley  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  George  W. 
Thym  et  a?.,  that  fruit  stands  and  pedlers  be  ex- 
cluded f.om  Hay  ward  plac^. 

To  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts.  Piopri- 
erors  of  Social  Law  Librai  y,  for  tha  appropriation 
of  $1000  as  provide  i  Dy  statute. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  A.  J.  Houghton 
e£  a?.,  for  a  sidewalk  on  south  side  of  Worcester 
stre  t,  west  of  Co'umbns  avenue. 

P^titiors  for  leave  to  move  wooden  buildings, 
by  Wil  iam  R  Cavanagh,  from  Savin  Hill  avenue 
to  Gibson  stieet,  Dorchester;  and  f  om  Washing- 
>on  street,  near  Bowdoin  sT-et.  to  Washington 
strre. ,  near  Harvard  ctr-  et,  Dorchester. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  James  J.  O'Bripn, 
for  lea^e  to  maintain  his  mortar  at  corner  of 
Kneela.3  I    nd  Hudson  streets. 

C.  M.  Trask  &  Co.,  for  Dave  to  maintain  their 
morta  r  at  21  Peasant  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Jonathan 
Stone,  to  be  naia  for  damage5'  caused  by  the  re- 
moval of  a  tree  on  Marion  street,  Charlestown. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Water.  Petitions 
from  the  Water  Boaru  of  Somerville,  Chelsea  and 
Everett,  aski  ag  for  a  modification  of  the  contract 
with  taa  Mystic  Water  Board  aad  lor  a  speedy 
heaii'  s;  thereon. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Leonard  Ware,  that  the  Mason  estate  on 
Fort  Hi'   be  reduce  i  to  grace. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as 
follows:  Blacker  &  Snepard,  old  wooden  stable 
for  six  nor=es,  414  Alba  y  st  eet;  W.  C.  Murry, 
new  wooden  stable,  tout  horses,  Downer  street, 
Ward  15;  Sarah  Hefl-r,  new  wooden  «table,  four 
hordes,  Wasninaton  street,  Ward  14;  John  Nolan, 
new  wooden  stabl-  for  one  cow  and  one  horse, 
Statr  street.  Ward  17;  John  McLouri,  new  woooen 
staple  tor  four  horses,  South  Eden  street;  George 
J.  Hopkins,  new  wooden  stable,  ons  horse,  Park 
place,  Ward  17. 


COMMUNICATION  FROM   CITV  OFFICER. 

Superintendent  of  Sewers.  Schedules  of  the 
cost  of  constructing  sewers  as  follows:  E  aud  Sil- 
ver streets,  $1497.07;  Bower  street,  $981.43;  Alaska 
street,  $1903.92;  Roslio  street,  $1141.41;  Warwick 
street,  $186.28;  Langdon  street,  $297.52;  Quincy, 
Savin  ami  Tupelo  streets,  $4487.94;  Meridian 
.-Irent,  $427.76;  Wabon  street,  $953.65;  Fifth  street, 
from  H  to  I,  $569.86;  Park  stieet,  $804.33; 
Fifth  and  Q  streets,  $1303.86;  Warren  street, 
$2C68.09;  Cherry  street,  $1863,70;  Crescent  avenue, 
$4186.66;  Howard  &  Geraro  streets,  #1472.19 ;  Edge- 
ffrjn-i  street,  $1563.40;  Orchard  srreet  and  park, 
$713.66;  Water  street,  $409.61;  Rutland  square, 
$736  13;  Bremen  street,  $326.88;  Marion  street, 
$129.47;  Paris  street,  $853.75;  Qumcy  street, 
$2416.45;  Ashburton  place,  $624.69;  Appieton  aud 
Berkeley  streets,  $354.38.  Severally  referred  to 
the  Cjmrniitee  on  Sewers. 

PAPERS    jr?ROM  THE    COMMON    COUNCIL,    FOR    CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Report  of  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  exhib- 
iting the  number  and  character  of  the  tires  in 
tnis  ji'y  in  November.    PUcea  on  file. 

Re  ooi  t  and  order  tor  Mavoi  to  petition  the  Leg- 
islature for  an  act  to  provide  for  the  safety  of 
persons  attending  places  of  public  amusement  or 
instruction.    Order  passed. 

A  request  from  th^  Committee  on  Watet  for  a 
loan  of  $100,000,  wuh  which  to  purchase  water 
pipes,  in  Wards  17  and  19,  caoue  up  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Alderman  Harris — I  would  inquire  of  the  Ootn- 
mutee  on  Water,  .hat  is  the  amount  of  water 
pipe  the  Water  Board  has  on  hand  now? 

Alderman  Stebbros — I  am  entirely  unable  to 
answer  ;he  inquiry.  Perhaps  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  9,  who  is  a  rnetrber  of  ihe  Water  Board, 
mav  be  abie  to  state  tne  amount. 

Alderman  Prsscott— I  think  it  was  stated   when 

this  nattet  was  brought  up  in  the   Water  Board 

that  there  w  s  sometime- g  like  1700  tons  on  hand 

t  the  yard,  and  of  the  am.  unt  contracted  for  300 

tons  are  ou  the  way  here. 

The  report  was  r^f err i  ed  to  the  Cjmooittee  on 
Finance. 

jt.  i  eport  of  the  Coclntuate  Water  Board  on  pro- 
posed cu  an  are  in  high-*ervice  water  supply  (City 
Doc.  No.  117)  came  up  ietened  io  the  next  City 
Council.    Concurred. 

Auditor's  exhibit  of  the  state  of  the  several  aD- 
proi  nations  on  Dec.  4  (City  Doc.  No.  124).  Placed 
on  die. 

A  request  of  Trustees  ot  M  /unt  Hope  Cemetery 
for  tne  sum  of  $2500,  to  meet  current  expenses, 
came  up  referred  to  the  committee  on  that  de- 
partment.   Concuned. 

Orders  to  provide  acromrnodations  for  a  fee 
eve  nng  drawing  school  in  the  West  Roxbuiv  Dis-r 
trict;  adrlitio  al*  primary  accommodation  in 
Lowell  District;  additional  aecommodaiionf  for 
the  Cnrtis-streec  Primary  School;  and  aoditional 
primary-school  a.-coamrioaatioiis  in  the  Coarins 
District.    S-veraliy  pa«;  ed. 

Order  for  Coiniuit.ee  on  Common,  etc  ,to  report 
on  expediency  of  reopening  ttie  passageway  ft  >m 
Court  square  to  School  sire^t,  on  the  northerly 
side  of  City  Hall.    Passed. 

THE    CITY  CHARTER. 

The  order  ror  Mayor  to  petition  for  a  new  city 
charter  came  up  with  these  ameadmects: 

A  resolve  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  establish  by 
statute  any  boards  or  con  missions  to  exercise  any 
powers  ao»-  h«-ld  by  the  City  Council,  or  aay 
branch  thereof ;  also  an  order  for  the  Mayor  to 
petition  lor  the  to. lowing  amendments  to  the  city 
charter : 

First— That  tne  terms  of  office  of  the  Mayor,  Al- 
dermen and  Common  Council  be  fixed  at  two 
years. 

teeconS— Ihat  the  powers  conferred  oi  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  by  sectins  33  2nd  41  ot  the 
p:es*ut  charter  be  transferred  to  and  exercised 
by  the  Ciiy  Council. 

'Also  that  the  Co mmittet-  on  City  Charter  pre- 
pare any  amendment  necessary  thereto  to  trans- 
fer all  other  powers  row  held  by  the  Board  of 
AUlermsn  to  the  City  Council. 

The  question  wrs  on  concu  lence. 

Alderman  Quincy— Although  we  were  somewhat 
riivrded  uoon  the  soojeci  of  the  citv  charter,  Mr. 
Chairman.  I  think  tdeie  will  be  v<=>y  little  differ- 
ence of  opioioo  as  to  tfie  disposition  which  we 
should  make  of  the  a^tonisniug  substitute  which 
comes  io  u- in  j:lace  of  th=j  do  ument  over  which 
we  expenoed  so  much  conscientious  labor.    1  am 
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unable  to  regard  it  by  any  means  as  the  half  loaf 
wni'ch  i>  proverbially  better  thai)  no  bread,  for  I 
do  not  consider  it  to  be  Drtad  v.i  all,  but  a  stone, 
which,  if  we  are  cajoled  into  sty  allowing,  the  re- 
sult -<'ill  be  the  worst  fit  of  municipal  indigestion 
with  w.aich  our  <di^  has  ever  be  n  afflicted.  We 
send  to  the  other  branch  a  document,  «  ho^e  pas- 
sage by  us  means,  if  it  means  anything,  tbyt  we 
do  believe  it  expecieDt  to  establish  star  are  com- 
missions in  "s-.i-tam  cases.  It  the  otber  branch 
were  unable  to  agree  in  tois,  tae  iuain  feature  of 
the  p  oposed  change,  an  iudiflniti  postponement 
would  have  indicated  such  difference  of  opinion 
in  the  manner  in  svhieh  I  taink  we  all  expect-dit 
would  be  expressed.  But  instead  i  f  this  straight- 
forward coarse  they  offer  us  something  which  haa 
the  air  of  a  compromise,  ana  coolly  propose  it  we 
will  now  rsveise  our  action,  anc'  'declare  that  to 
be  inexpedient  which  we  nave  voted  to  be  exoeai- 
ent,  ttuv  will  the  .  agree  that  the  rs.-'ao  of  office,  of 
the  whole  Citv  Goverame  t  should  be  doubled, 
and  en  at  the  exclusive  powers  which  yet  remain 
to  this  branch  in  the  matters  ot  police  and  big «- 
ways  should  be  tra  sferred  to  the  wholn  Council. 
Trie  reply,  it,  seems  to  me,  amounts  to  about  this . • 
"We  don't  believe  iQ  your  statute  commissions, 
but  we  Ml  tell  you  what  we  will  do— if  you  will  say 
you  con  t  believe  in  them  either;  w&  will  then 
agree  that  y-ur  exclusive  powers  shouln  be 
shared  by  us!"  Now,  sir,  although  I  tvustthatl 
am  as  incapable  of  intentional  discourtesy  tow- 
a<ds  the  other  branch  in  ds  entirety  as  I  hould 
be  of  unworthy  l  ersanahtvto  maiviouai  members 
preseot  upon  our  flo<H,  s  ill  I  muss  be  allowed  to 
say  that  it  sutpuses  me  that  that  branch  dici  cot 
adopt  the  manly  and  straightforward  course 
or  a  direct  refusal,  in  place  of  tendering  to  us  a 
couutei  proposition,  whose  accepiancs  they  must 
have  known  would  involve  our  selt-stultification. 
For  I  t  imk  we  ought  all  to  agree  that  whatever 
shall  be  decided  to  be  the  best  form  of  city  gov- 
ernment tor  us  should  be  established  as  such  by 
statute.  If  the  city  business  cat  best  be  trans- 
acted by  boards  or  commissions,  wtether  appoint- 
ed or  e'ectiw,  then  the  charter  01  statute  cousu- 
tutiOTi  of  our  municipal  corporation  should  estab- 
lish such  boards  oijeommissions.  Then  ano  theu 
only  have  we  got  an  anchor  down  that  will  holo, 
and  nouuddeu  political  tempest  will  blow  us  from 
our  safe  moot  mgs  on  the  rocss.  Supposing  that 
auother  sue  2  political  hurr.can^  as  that  of  Kcow- 
noth.ngum  shoula  sweep  over  us,  raised  by 
some  other  issue,  out  equally  violent,  and 
equally  fouling  the  waters  ana  bringing 
all  sor<s  of  .-cum  to  the  surface.  t,  for 
one,  haviug  something  to  lose,  should  be 
sorry  to  tl  ink  tbat  a  bare  majority  ot  a  City 
Council  eiecte.i  in  such  time  ot  excit.-ment  should 
have  p  a  77er  to  change  the  organic  law  ot  our  City 
(jrovermunt—  ^wjep  all  boards  and  commissions 
out  of  existence  ad  undertake  to  run  thQ  ma- 
chine by  committees  cf  their  own  number.  I 
believe  a^  fully  aj  any  one  in  tae principle  of  local 
self-government,  but  this  by  no  means  Implies 
that  municipal  corporations  should  have  the  priv- 
ilege of  changing  at  will  their  torn?  of  govern- 
ment by  simple  vote  of  a  bare  majoritv  of  the 
City  Council.  Which  best  series  the  rights  of 
the  people  so  often  appealed  to— to  fix  by  stat- 
ute vuca  form  of  aoverament,  as  tbey,  tae 
people,  shall  vote  to  adopt,  of  to  leave  such 
forua  liable  to  continual  change  at  the  will 
of  successive  uaajor;ths  of  the  City  Council? 
I  repaid  tnis  protest  against  statute  commis- 
sions as  a  last  attempt  of  the  City  Government 
m  1  :s  prere.it  form  to  retain  the  oowei'  which  is 
slipping  a-  ay  from  tnem,  and  of  which  the  good 
of  the  w'aole  people  requires  the  relic quishment. 
That  -uch  lelinquisxitnent  will  ever  be  voluntary, 
1  do  uot  believe.  My  hope  no«  is  that  th>-  people 
— the  oauch-aoused  people — against  wLose  rigots, 
according  to  some  gentlemen,  this  charter  covers 
such  a  dark  conspiracy ; — that  they  will  take  the 
matter  into  taeir  own  hands  a-d  ask  the  Legisla- 
ture directly  to  give  •theru  the  opportu.  itv  ot 
adopting,  if  the  choose,  the  chaiter  as  passed  by 
tnis  Board,  a:  a  of  showing  by  their  own  votes 
how  much  faith  they  have  in  the  as'crtion  that 
sum  adoption  is  a  virtual  surrender  of  their  own 
rights  and  the  e.-'.ablishiLent  of  a  corrupt 
oligarchy.  Trios?  « ho  expect  thus  to  per- 
suade the  mass  of  ou>  citizens,  in  o.y 
opinion  under- stimate  their  intelligence. 
I  regret  tb :  t  this  matter  did  not  come  to  us  at  our 
last  meeting,  as  we  expeci°d.  I  had  supposed  if 
any  member  of  the  Board  was  known  generally  to 
be  au  «'arly  and  conr-taot  advocate  of  the  ne^v 
charter ,  that  I  had  tnat  honor,  and  I  should  greatly 


regret  it  if  those  who  have  orgamz  d  in  opposition 
thereto  failed  to  understand  or  remember  mv  po- 
sition and  public  course  iu  tie  matt.ei.  Mi,  Chair- 
man, I  move  the  indefinite  postponement  o:  tD8 
whole  subject,  and  ask  for  the  >ea*  anu  nays. 

Aldcrujan  Prescott — Before  the  vote  is  taien  I 
woulJ  like  to  kuo;*,  about  w.iat  'he  situation  will 
be  if  the  Boaid  cousent  to  the  motion  proposer,  by 
fh.i  Aideruaat-  from  Ward  4.  If  the  ooo'ioato  in- 
definitely po  tpone  prevails,  will  tnis  city  charter 
be  out  of  the  reach  of  another  Government  if 
th.y  snould  see  fit  to  take  it  up ?  If  so,  I  should 
oppose  an  mueflnue  postponement.  1  entirely 
agree  with  the  'emarks  of  the  Aid  rman  from 
Warn  4,  but  I  ilo  not  lik-  t  >  tak -  any  a,ctio.i  which 
would  consign  this  chaiter  K>  the  tomb  of  the 
Capulsts.  For  Oae,  I  should  rather  prefer  to 
lay  it  on  the  table  in  oider  to  gain  more 
light  upon  the  subj  cr,  and  ascertain  if,  by 
an  indefinite  oostponemeui,  we  put  the  charter 
adopted  by  the  Board  ot  .eJoeimen  out  of  tae 
reach  of  this  or  any  future  Government,  so  toat 
thev  cannot  take  hold  of  the  subject  again  with- 
out having  the  whole  subject  again  referred  to  a 
commi-siot.  I  aesire  such  a  disposition  ot  the 
subject  that  if  any  Governme  t  which  may  suc- 
ceed us  <esires  to  take  it  up  and  discuss  it  they 
may  ao  so. 

Alderman  Quiocy— I  would  have  tua.de  no  such 
motion  if  I  ban  supposed  it  could  be  bi  ding  upon 
cce  next  City  Government.  If  the  Chair  so  rules, 
I  will  move  that  it  be  referred  to  the  next  City 
Goverame   1 . 

The  C  .j  ah  man —The  Chair  is  of  me  o  imon  that 
if  the  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  prevails,  the 
subject  can  be  taken  up  agau.  by  the  Uoveroment 
folio iviug  on  the  first  day  of  its  tneetiug,  if  it  so 
desires. 

Aid >. rman  Power— I  should  cbee. fully  \ote  for 
the  indefinite  postponement,  but  «ot  exactly  for 
the  rtja-'oos  given  by  my  frieuu  from  Ward  4;  tor 
it  is  vt<01  known  thai  I  have  as  zealously  opposed 
tbat  charter  as  my  f  risnd  has  opposed  it.  1  im 
willing  to  trust  the  matter  to  the  i*ext  Ciry  Gov- 
ernment, feeling  sure  that  if  ouv  success- 
ors mac  age  the  government  as  judicious- 
ly and  economically  as  their  p.edecessors 
have  0oue,  there  will  be  1  o  need  of  any 
new  cnarter  for  the  city  oi  Boston.  I  feel  that  we 
will  be  perfectly  safe  to  tru*t  it  iu  the  hands  of 
the  next  City  Govsrnment,  and,  not*  ith-tanding 
the  assertions  ot  many  persons  just  about  this 
time  that  ths  Government  is  a  very  cor.upt  one, 
I  feel  assured  that  oui  successors  will  need  no  new 
form  of  gov.rnmei  t.  I  hope  the  motion  to  indefi- 
nitely postpone  will  orevail. 

Aldermaa  Wonhinato-a— I  shall  vote  to  indefi- 
nitely postpone  thi-  whole  subject,  because  I  do 
not  believe  in  the  Government  ..f  the  citv  of  Bos- 
ton being  ran  by  commi-sions.  We  have  had  this 
subject  betc/re  the  Govei  ument  the  entire  vear, 
and,  if  we  are  apt  scholars,  we  have  een  that 
the  pbople  of  Bosto-i  do  not  believe  in  com- 
missions, and  are  not  prepared  to  have  the 
Government  ru>.  by  tbem.  i  toi.k  that  experi- 
ence ha"  shown  us  that  when  this  Government 
nlaces  their  power  into  the  hands  of  commissions 
appointed  for  three  years,  that  those  commissions 
are  entirely  independent  of  tmc  Government  aud 
can  oaly  be  reached  by  rhe  absolute  power  of  tbe 
Mayor,  and  tne  expenditure  of  moijey  is  entirely 
out  of  the  reach  of  the  people.  I  wish  to  enter 
my  protest  against  the  seutitnents  of  Alderman 
Qui  cy's  speech,  because  I  hope  ths  day  is  far 
distant  when  the  State  Legislature  will  attempt 
to  rule  tbe  city  of  Boston  without  the  consent  of 
tne  people.  We  nave  not  become  so  10* 
in  public  morals  that  we  require  the  guard- 
ian-hip of  the  State  House,  ami  I  am 
suie  it  will  be  many  days  and  years  be- 
fore we  shall  be.  I  am  ready  at  all  times  to  sub- 
mit to  and  be  governed  by  the  wiahes  and  wants 
of  the  people  ot  Boston,  for  I  am  sure  they  will  be 
rig nt  in  tne  future,  as  they  always  have  hten  in 
the  pa;t— perhaps  not  light  today,  but  tomorrow 
they  are  sure  to  be  right.  There  is  no  city  in  the 
Union  whose  ptop.e  are  so  intelligent  and  capable 
ot  ju  ging  ot  what  they  nam  as  are  the  citizens 
ot'Bostoa.  Therefore  I  shall  vote  to  i^uefiuitely 
postpone  this  subject,  because  I  believe  the  peo- 
ple are  capable  of  raising  caieof  1  heir  business 
and  governing  themselves,  and  do  not  need  to  ap- 
peal to  the  Legislature  for  any  system  of  goveru- 
mi  nt  outside  of  ihat  dictated  bv  their  own  tree 
will. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  should  deprecate  as  much 
as  the  Alderman  from  Ward  15  any  government 
of  the  city  of  Boston,   by    the   State   Legislature; 
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but  I  am  unable  to  see  tbat  tbat  will  be  the  case 
if ,  in  response  to  a  petition  from  the  citizeus 
or  Boston,  tbe  Legislature  should  propose  a 
chartei  to  be  accepted  or  i ejected  by  t tie  popular 
vote  of  the  people  or  Bostoo.  It  1  am  right  in  my 
estimate  of  wtiat  the  judgment  of  the  people  will 
be,  and  tney  shoulo  accept  it,  I  cannot  see  tbat  it 
will  be  in  any  shape  r  government  by  the  Legis- 
lature. I  equally  desire,  with  the  Alder- 
man, no  form  of  gov  rnment  which  the 
people,  »f  consulted  by  the  popular  vote,  do  not 
decide  to  accept.  But  having  .  ended  to  accept 
such  a  form,  it  is  mv  opinion  that  it  should  be 
fixed  by  sratme,  ana  not  be  liable  to  b.-^  changed 
by  successive  City  Governments.  M?  reason  foi 
moving  an  indefinite  oosipone merit  is  tbt.t  1  con- 
sider it  ettled  that  no  City  Government  will  ask 
for  a  chartt-r  •tfhicn  so  abudges  its  own  power".  I 
have  hope  that  the  request  for  such  a  charter  will 
come  from  tbt-  people,  and  for  that  reason  i  wish 
to  remove  it  ennrelj  from  the  City  Government. 

Aldbiman  Prescott— 1  still  thinv  it  would  be 
unwise,  especially  ou  the  part  of  those  wbo  favor 
the  l.uai  featuies  of  this  charier,  to  tiki  tbe  ac- 
tion proposed  by  tbe  Aldermrtn  "rom  Ward  4. 
It  seems  to  me  that  it  will  be  a  very  serious  thing 
to  consign  this  C'tv  charter  to  the  oigon  holes 
of  the  City  C'eri- ,  wbe'e  ir,  cannot  be  reached  ex- 
cept by  concurrent  vote  of  bota  branches  ot  the 
Citv  Council.  For  one  I  do  not  desire  tr>  take 
such  action.  At  prese  it,  as  I  have  been  in  tbe 
past — and  Ima.ke  no  secret  of  it — lam  aproaounc- 
ea  friend  of  the  main  features  of  the  new 
charter.  I  did  not  suppose  that  the  Citv 
Government  of  this  year  could  be  brought 
to  accept  this  .baiter,  but  it  was  ac- 
cepted bv  the  Board  ot  Aideimen,  and  I  was 
giatifieci  that  it  leceived  so  large  a  voce  in  the 
other  branch.  I  want  the  matter  so  disposed  of 
that  if  tbe  n<-xt  succeeding  or  anv  other  City  Gov- 
ernment de?ires  to  cake  up  tbis  matter  anew,  it 
can  do  so;  I  do  f'ot  understa.  d  how  that  can  very 
well  be  done  if  tbe  motion  <■(  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  4  is  acopted,  and  until  I  have  more  light 
upon  tne  subject  I  snail  feel  coustraired  to  vote 
against  it.  1  ao  not  intend  to  cut  off  debate,  but 
befo  e  the  vote  is  taken  I  propose  to  move  that 
the  motion  of  the  Alderman  from  Wari  4  be  laid 
upon  i he  table,  and  if  it  is  adopted  -**-  can  see  be- 
tween this  and  the  cext  meeting  wbat  the  exact 
situation  of  the  subject  will  be  if  that  motion  is 
adopted. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  think  the  motion  of  the 
Alcerman  from  Ward  4  is  the  proper  one.  It 
places  the  subject  ftti^e  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  9  would  have  it— before  th°  next  City  Gov- 
ernment. The  effect  is  to  indefinitely  post  jo  e  it 
so  tar  as 'his  City  Govertme  t  iscoacein  d.  It  is 
then  pis  ced  upon  the  files  of  ths  Ci'y  Clerk,  and  a 
motion  mav  be  mad-  at  the  first  meeting  if  the 
next  City  Government  to  refer  it  to  a  committee. 
It  will  go  upon  the  tiles  and  can  i:e  called  up 
again  immediately  o  >  the  coming  together  of  the 
next  City  Government. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  do  not  yet  see  my  way 
clear,  even  after  tae  explanation  tot  ihe  Alder- 
man from  Ward  8,  to  vote  for  the  motion.  To 
take  the  charter  from  the  files  will  require  the 
concurrent  vote  of  both  bra  iches,  and  one  branch 
might  not  be  willing 'o  consider  it  at  all,  while 
the  uextBoard  of  Abiennen  might  be  willing  to 
do  so.  I  should  like  t >  leave  it  in  such  a  shape 
tbat  it  will  be  consiiered,  and  ir  may  require  a 
cor  current  vote  to  get  it  before  any  committee. 
At  any  rate,  I  should  like  a  little  delay  in  orce"  to 
inquire  what  the  exact  effect  of  the  motion  would 
be. 

Aldermen  Burrage— There  seems  to  be  no  ques- 
tion m  regard  to  the  power  of  each  Cny  Govern- 
ment to  originate  and  act  upon  such  a  matter  as 
it  sees  fit.  This  Goveruraem  has  ao  more  control 
over  the  succeeding  one  thao  it  has  over  one  a 
hundred  years  hence;  but  I  tbinis,  with  the  Alder- 
man fiorn  Ward  9,  that  it  is  just  as  well  to  lay  it 
upon  the  table  and  act  upon  it  at  some  future 
time.  There  may  be  something  to  change  our 
juegment,  or  whe  her  it  may  not  be  worth  while 
to  try  to  get  something  chat  we  can  agree  upon. 
It  might  as  well  lay  upon  the  table  for  a  week. 

Alderman  Quincy— Upon  reflection  I  am  willing 
to  change  my  motion  to  a  reference  to  the  next 
City  Government;  for  if  they  take  no  action  it 
will  in  no  way  prejuoice  anv  action  that  may  be 
taken  elsewhere.  I  supposed  it  was  known  that  a 
number  of  months  ago  a  movement  was  made 
towards  submitting  this  matter  directly  to  the 
Legislature,  which  was  oppo-ed  by  me  with  all 
the  force  of  which  1  was  capable,  for  tbe  reason 


that  the  matter  had  originated  in  the  City  Gov- 
ernment and  it  was  but  for  that  the  'itv  Gov- 
ernment i  hould  be  asken  wbat  ibey  would  do  with' 
it,  and  when  it  was  found  that  they  woo.d  co 
nothing,  then  if  was  time  for  the  citizens  co  take 
it  to  the  Legislature.  I  row  consider  it  settled 
that  the  City  Government  will  cot  ask  the  L  gis- 
lature  for  anew  charter,  and  I  think  the  citizens 
can  oiiginate  the  movement  just  as  well  if  we 
i  efer  it  to  the  nexr  City  Government  as  if  we  in- 
definitely postpooe  it.  Therefore  I  am  wiling  to 
change  my  moii^o  to  a  reference  to  the  next 
City  Government. 

Aliierman  Buria^e  move  I  tbat  tuc  motion  be 
laid  on  the  table. 

Aldei  man  Quincy  called  for  the  yeas  pnri  nays, 
and  the  motion  waa  lost— yea-  5,  nays  7. 

Yeas — Alderman  Bigelow,  Burrage,  Clark,  Pope, 
P/ escott— 5. 

Nays— Aldermen  Harris,Power,  O'Brien,  Qnincy, 
Stebbins,  Viles,  Worthington— 7. 

Alderman  Wcthington  mover)  ihe  indefinite 
postpoiement  of  the  whole  subject. 

Aldei  man  Quincy  raised  the  point  that  the  mo- 
tion t>  refer  was  next  m  order,  which  the  Chair 
ruled  was  well  take". 

Aldprman  Y^orrhington  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  and  th=>  motion  to  refei  to  the  next  City 
Government  prevailed  in  noo-coi  curi°nce— yeas 
10,  rays  2. 

Yeas  —  Aldetmen  Bigelow,  Burrage,  Cla-k 
O'Brien,  Pope,  Power,  Prescott,  Quincy,  Stebbins, 
Viles— 10. 

Navs  —  Aldermen  Harris,  Worthington — 2. 

Sent  down. 

FREE  SOUP. 

A-i  order  ca^e  up  for  Committees  on  Police,  of 
tbe  Board  ot  Aldermen  and  Common  Council,  io 
provide  soup  for  deserving  poor  ouiing  the  win- 
ter moaihs,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  $5000. 

Alderman  Po«er — I  don't  kno  v  tnat  any  neces- 
sity exists  for  cf  .-parting  from  ihe  rule  heretotoe 
<k  served  in  the  disposition  of  this  master.  I  ha>  e 
never  heard  ary  comolaint  and  thick  it  had  bet- 
ter Ce  left  to  tne  Commitue  on  Police  of  tne 
Board  of  Alder  j. en.  It  seems  to  me  that  such  a 
committee  will  be  lik-lv  to  act  more  promptly  ana 
efficiently  than  a  larger  ob e.  All  the  importance 
there  i«  about  it  is  tbe  judicious  expenciture  of 
that  auQOuoi  of  money,  and  ?,s  I  have  never  beard 
any  complaint  I  think  it  had  better  be  disposed  of 
as  he i eto fore.  As  the  Committee  on  Police  have 
charge  of  tli .-•  expenditure  of  over  $500,000,  I  don't 
know  why  we  should  go  to  the  trouble  of  having  a 
joint  committee  to  manage  this  item  of  $5000.  I 
move  that  the  portion  refeiring  to  the  Committee 
on  Poli'  e  of  the  Common  Council  be  stiicken  out 
ano  tbat  the  appropriation  be  spent  under  the  di- 
rection of  tbe  Committee  on  Ponce   of  this  Boaid. 

Tbe  amendment  was  adopted  and  the  order  as 
amended,  passed.    Sent  down. 

THE  CLAIM  OF  JOHN    JEFFRIES  AND  OTHERS    FOR 
REMISSION  OF  TAX. 

On  motion  ot  Alderman  Quincy,  the  Boaid  took 
up  the  special  assignmei  t  for' 5  P.  M..,  viz.,  Re- 
port of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  of  John 
Jeff  lies  and  others  for  abate  me.  t  of  taxes  as- 
sessed on  late  ai  East  Boston. 

On  rao  ion  of  Alderman  Burrage,  aa  opportunity 
was  given  Mr.  John  J-ffries,  Jr.,  and  his  coucsel, 
Mr.  William  G.  Russell,  to  be  heard. 

Mr.  Jeffries— About  a  year  since  I  was  waited 
upon  bv  Mr.  Pa'mer,  one  of  the  assessors  of  the 
city  of  Boston,  who  inquired  lflwonld  give  the 
city  the  refusal  ot  certain,  property  that  1  had  in 
East  BostOD.  He  explained  that  tbe  motive  ot  it 
was  to  i  ? move  ;he  cracks  of  the  Eastern  and  Bos- 
ton &  Albany  laliroads,  so  tlrtt  tbev  will  go  round 
Jeffries  Point,  in  o/nerto  avoid  the  crossing  of 
so  many  public  streets  at  grade.  Alter  two  or 
three  interviews  I  agreed  to  give  bim  'he  iffusal, 
He  brought  me  certain  blank  papeis  to  fill  up, 
which  I  looked  over  and  declined  to  sign,  saying  I 
could  not  give  the  refusal  upon  those  terms,  but 
that  I  would  draw  up  such  a  refusal  tor 
myself  and  father,  and  Mr.  Angell  of  Provi- 
deice,  for  whom  I  acted  as  agent,  as  I 
would  be  willing  to  sign  and  submit  to.  After 
the  lapse  of  a  few  days  I  ban  tne  pavers  dra  vu  up 
and  went  to  Providen  je  and  procured  the  assent 
of  Mr.  Angell,  aoo  then  100k  them,  with  tho«e  of 
my  father  and  my  own,  to  Mr.  Palmer.  Mr.  Palmer 
stated  that  he  could  not  bind  tb«  cite  in  any  way 
whatever; 'there  was  no  committee  appointed 
that  could  bind  the  city ;  that  it  wa?  merely  by 
the  informal  action  of  some  gentlemen  who  bad 
met  in  the  Mayor's  office,  ano  bad  agreed  that  the 
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best  way  to  do  it  »as  to  get  tbe  refusal  of  this 
propeity ;  and  that  Mr.  Palmer  had  leave  of  ab- 
sence fiom  tlie  Assessors'  Department  in  order  ta 
ootain  these  refusals.  I  understood  perfecily, 
when  I  gaze  those  papers  to  Mr.  Palmer,  rhat  tbe 
city  was  not  legally  bound;  bul  I  did  also  under- 
stand t>at  they  -weie  equitably  boaud,  although 
Mr.  Palmer  said  he  could  not  bino  the  cny  in  any 
way.  When  I  brought  the  papers  to  hirn  he  said 
they  wie  so  different  from  the  others  tbat  he 
mns'  submit  them  to  Alderman  St^obins,  Chair- 
man of  tbe  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters.  He 
took  tbe  papers  and  went  from  the  office,  and  re- 
turned in  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  sayiag  chat  Ai- 
ders an  Stebbkn  regretted  that  the  paper  was 
drawn  in  such  a  way  a*  to  make  two  prices  for  tne 
land— one  xutmiog  to  the  first  of  May.  acd  one 
running  to  the  first  of  January,  1876.  But  he  took 
the 6,  and  Mr.  Palmer  had  them  in  bis  possession, 
and  bas  had  tbem  since.  Auer  it  was  mooted 
about  that,  the  cify  was  to  petition  the  Legislature 
for  this  rbrng,  I  was  approacoed  by  two  or  ttuee 
parties  for  the  purchase  of  tbat  property,  and  I 
Stat:*  very  confidently  that  I  could  have  sold  the 
two  pieces  belonging  to  my  father  vod  myself, 
for  cash,  at  the  price  at  which  I  offered 
to  sell  it  to  the  city;  but  I  told  them  I 
could  not  negotiate  for  it,  btcause  it  was 
bonded  to  the  City,  ano  it  I  had  been 
offered  five  times  the  price  I  would  not  have  brok- 
en my  word  in  regard  to  it.  Last  summer  I  had  one 
or  two  applications  for  the  property  I  own  myself, 
but  1  said  it  was  bonded  to  the  city  and  I  could  do 
nothing  about  it.  Later  in  the  season  a  party 
came  to  me  about  the  pToperty  of  Mr.  Augeil,  but 
I  told  him  it  was  bonded  to  the  city.  He  came  to 
City  Hall  and  saw  one  or  two  gentlemen 
here,  but  I  said  I  could  do  nothing  about  it. 
Then  he  renewed  negotiations  for  tbe  lease 
of  a  place  in  Charlestown,  which  he  took  -tnd 
pays  a  rental  of  $6000  a  year  for  five  years. 
In  the  summer — in  August,  I  think— I  came 
up  to  see  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  and  asked 
whether  anything  bad  been  done,  and  whether 
the  committee  had  been  appointed  to  wait  upon 
the  Eastern  Railroad;  but  ne  advised  me  to  wait 
till  October,  when  tbe  Poaio  would  be  in  session, 
and  not  do  anything  about  it  before.  I  aid  so, 
and  I  found  that  nothing  was  likely  to  be  done, 
and  there  the  matter  stood.  When  the  tax  bills 
came  rou  d  I  presumed  I  bad  nothing  ro  do  but 
simply  put  in  a  petitioo  to  the  City  Government 
for  au  abatement  of  this  tax;  I  did  so,  and  had 
leave  to  withdraw.  My  pioperty  bas  been  tied  up 
for  a  whole  year  ana  will  be  u  til  the  first  of  Jan- 
uary next,  for  which  I  have  received  no  consider- 
ation whatever.  In  this  agreement  it  is  stated 
distinctly  tbat  whether  the  city  purchases  tbe 
property  or  not,  it  is  to  assume  the  raxes„  I  un- 
derstood that  I  nad  n't  bound  the  city  at  law,  but 
thai  the  city  was  bound  as  a  matter  of  equity. 

Mr.  Russeil — Is  it  prooerty  from  which  you  re- 
ceive use  or  rent  at  the  present  time? 

Mr.  Jeffries— No,  sir.  It  is  property  for  sale. 
The  piece  belonging  to  my  father  has  two  small 
housr supoo  it,  each  of  which  is  reu  ting  in  the 
neighborhood  of  $30  or  $40  a  month.  The  price 
named  in  the  agreement  is  $60,000  on  the  1st  of 
May  and  $65,000  on  thf  1st  of  January.  The  prices 
were  acceptable  to  Mr. Palmer,  who  was  employed 
to  get  the  refusals. 

AHsrmau  Harris— You  conferred  with  no  other 
gerj  tinman  but  Mr.  Palmer? 

Mr.  Jeffries— No,  sir;  none  of  the  city  officials. 

Alderman  Burrage — Have  vou  ever  made  any 
attempt  to  have  tbat  bond  cancelled  or  returned? 

Mr.  Jeffries— No,  sir,  I  have  not.  I  told  the  gen- 
tleman who  applied  to  tne  for  th-  piece  belonging 
to  Mr.  Angell  that  if  he  could  get  it,  released! 
could  sell  lie  pioperty. 

Alderman  Burrag&— Did  you  send  him  to  Mr. 
Palmer? 

Mr.  Jeffries— No,  sir,  but  I  told  him  to  go  to  City 
Hall  arid  see  what  h-j  could  do. 

Alderman  Quincy— You  understood  that  the 
bonds  you  gave  were  in  the  custody  of  tbe  City 
Government? 

Mr.  Jeffries—Yes,  sir,  they  were  in  Mr.  Palmer's 
custody. 

Alderman  Prescott-You  saw  the,  Mayor  after 
that  in  regard  to  cancelling  rbebond? 

Mr.  Jeffries— No.  sir,  not  io  regard  to  cancelling 
it.  I  wanted  to  see  whetner  the  city  was  going  to 
take  ar.y  action  in  regaid  to  it. 

Aldermau  Burxage— This  was  a  bona  fide  offer 
that  you  had? 

Mr.  Jeffries— The  offer  was  before  I  had  signed 
the  papers,  but  after  I  bad  agreed  ro  give  the  city 


the  refusal  of  it.  1  supposed  until  withmauoupleof 
months  that  something  would  be  aone  about  it, 
and  that  the  thing  would  go  through,  as  it  ap- 
peared so  feasible,  ana  it  «eems  to  me  so  now. 

Alderman  Burrage— You  thought  it  would  go 
through  by  an  arrai  gemeut  made  with  the  respec- 
tive corporations  by  the  citv? 

Mr,  Jeffries— Yes,  sir.  1  thought  it  such  a  wise 
thing  to  do  rather  than  to  build  so  many  bridges, 
and  tbat  the  city  would  save  a  g' eat  deal  of  money 
by  it. 

On  motion  of  Aldermau  Burrage,  Mr.  Beojamin 
F.  Palm-r,  one  of  the  Assessors,  was  requested  to 
make  a  statement. 

Mr.  Palmer— My  statement  would  be  almost  ex- 
actly tbat  trade'  by  Alderman  Stebbins  on  this 
subject  when  it  first  came  before  the  Board  two 
weens  ago.  Perhaps  I  had  better  read  a  portion 
of  it,  as  ht  states  tie  bistery  of  the  matter  better 
than  I  can,  and  then  I  will    answer  any  questions : 

"An  informal  meeting  was  held  in  the  Mavor's 
office  during  the  progress  of  this  investigation,  at 
which  the  City  Engineer,  Mr.  Palmer  of  the  Board 
of  Assessors,  ana  ooe  or  tno  other  g-ntleecen  in- 
terested to  the  removal  of  ths  tracks,  wer"  pres- 
ent. The  question  was  discussed  as  to  what  «ould 
be  the  best  method  of  pre.-entvng  the  matter  to 
the  Railway  Commissioners,  and  tbe  procuring  of 
thc-se  bonds  was  suggested.  The  Mavor  aid  not 
request  Mr.  Palmer  to  procure  these  bonds.  Tbe 
suggestion  was  made  by  another  gentleman,  tbat 
as  Mr.  Palmer,  who  resided  near  there,  was  en- 
tirely familiar  with  the  projetty,  he  would  be  the 
proper  person,  if  he  could  be  spared  from  the 
Assessor's  office.  That  was  concuned  in  ;  I  ascer- 
tained that  tee  business  of  tbe  assessor's  office 
would  percrit  of  Mr.  Palroei's  absence  for  ten 
days  or  two  weeks.  No  one  suppose  1  the  city  waa 
to  be  committed  io  anything." 

And  the  city  was  not  committed  ro  anythirg,  I 
had  no  power  to  commit  tne  city  to  the  expendi- 
ture of  one  st.igle  cent,  and  I  did  i  ot  do  so. 

[Reaoing  from  Aldermau  Stebbins's  remarks] — 
"We  were  simply  actirg  as  agent*  to  ascer lain 
what  the  change  would  cost,  and  the  only  way  to 
do  that  proptrly  ^as  to  secure  from  -he  parties 
owning  the  land  a  bona  to  convey  it  to  whoever 
would  be  tbe  agent  to  make  the  charge.  The 
printed  form  was  carefuLly  prepared,  so  that  in 
case  the  city  was  not  tie  agent,  wnoever  might  be 
designated  by  tin  Legislature  could  take  these 
bonds  and  use  them." 

So  far  as  tbat  is  concerned,  I  supposed  that  I 
was  desired  to  get  tbe  bestteruns  tbat  I  could  from 
the  owners  of  this  property.  5  was  noi  aware  tbat 
I  was  to  be  bound  exclusively  to  any  particular 
form  of  bond,  for  the  printed  form  would  not  cov- 
er the  cases  ot  corporations  whose  refusal  I  had 
to  get.  I  was  not  aware  that  it  was  essential  that 
I  should  use  the  printed  bonds,  supplied  by  the 
City  Sobcitoi. 

[Reading]— "In  the  case  of  Mr.  Jeffries,  the  bond 
was  made  directly  to  ths  city  of  Boston;  and  I  doubt 
if  that  bona  could  be  u-ed  if  any  other  nelson 
were  designated  to  make  the  change.  I  was  very 
much  surprised  recentlv  when  I  found  that  the 
bond  ot  Mr.  Jeffries  differed  in  any  particular 
from  tbat  prepared  by  the  City  Solicitor." 

Of  tbat  1  will  say  that  I  hadn't  the  slightest 
thought  about  the  purpose  of  the  city  to  so  fix 
the  bond  toat  it  could  be  transferred  to  an- 
other agent.  I  nad  lut  one  object,  which  w?s  to 
get  the  prices  of  ihe  land  as  cheaply  as  I  could, 
and  in  my  own  way. 

Alderman  Bigelow — Were  you  expected  to  sub- 
mit ihe  bonds  to  tbe  inspection  of  any  other 
party,  or  had  you  entire  discretion  to  accept  them 
or  not? 

Mr.  Palmer— It  is  my  impression  (although  not 
strong  enough  to  be  positive)  tbat  I  did  submit 
these  bonds  to  Alderman  Stebbi-s,  though  possi- 
bly tot.  C  am,  however,  confirmed  in  the  opinion 
that  I  did,  from  what  Mr.  Jeffrie?  said.  If  lie  bad 
not  said  so,  I  should  not  have  giveu  it  a  thought 
whether  1  submitted  tbem  to  Alderman  Stebbinsor 
not.  1  spoke  to  the  Mayor  once  on  some  matters 
outside  cf  the  regular  order,  and  be  remarked  that 
be  had  continence  m  my  discretion,  and  had  no 
doubt  but  what  I  should  do  would  be  done  prop- 
erly. 

Alderman  Bigelow  —  Was  there  any  comment 
made  on  account  of  the  variation  of  the  written 
bonds  from  tbe  printed  on^ts? 

Mr.  Palmer— I  have  no  recollection  about  it. 
Aideiman  Bigelow— Why  was  the  written  bond 
received  instead  of  the  printed   one?     You  re- 
ceived  the  printed  boi.ds  from  the  other  parties, 
axid  the  written  one  from  Mr.  Jeffjies. 
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Mr.  Palme — I  only  felt  it  my  doty  to  get  as 
good  terms  as  I  could,  no  matter  what  the  forms 
of  th.4  bonds. 

Alderman  Quinsy— "Who  bad  the  custody  of 
these  bonds? 

Mr.  Psliner— I  bad  them. 

Alderman  Quincj — Suppose,  sir,  the  desired 
action  had  been  taken  by  the  Legislature,  and 
Mr.  Jeffries  having  a  cha  i. ce  to  sell  his  land  baa 
then  come  to  you  and  desired  to  withdraw  his 
bord,  would  you  have  coustdsreJ  yourse1f  bound 
to  give  it  up,  or  chat  you  ha)  a  right  to  hold  him 
up  to  it  ? 

Mr.  Palmer— I  should  have  thought  I  had  no 
right  or  power  to  hold  the  bond;  I  clink  I  should 
have  given  it  no  to  bim.  But  I  should  have  con- 
sulted the  autuorities   before  diving  it  up  to  him. 

Alderman  Quincy— If  the  requested  action  had 
been  taken  asd  Mi.  Jeffries  had  come  to  with- 
draw the  bo  ad  vou  would  have  consulted  whetber 
he  ban  tog  right  to  withdraw  it? 

Mr.  Palmer— I  should.  Iouly  considered  myself 
as  an  agent  to  lmld  the  bond  temporarily. 

Mr.  RusseU — You  thought  you  held  it  for  the 
eitv? 

Mr.  Palmer — Yes  sir. 

Alderman  Burrage— What  was  the  considera- 
tion, do  you  think,  upon  which  the  bonds  were 
given?    What  iuducea  them  to  give  the  bonds? 

Mr.  Palmer — A  hope  of  selling  the  property. 

Aidrrmao  Burrage — Thev  were  quite  as  much 
interested,  you  think,  as  the  city  was? 

Mr.  Palmer — I  thiok  so;  fully  as  much  interest- 
ed. 

Alderman  Burrage — To  have  tbe  plan  carried 
out? 

Mr.  Palmer — Yes,  sir. 

Alderman  Harris— How  came  you  to  be  called 
into  the  matter?  Are  you  not  interested  in  houses 
over  there? 

Mr.  Palmer— Not  the  slightest.  I  own  two 
houses  about  a  mile  from  there.  I  suppose  I  was 
called  because  I  had  been  an  assessor  there  for 
seven  or  eight  years. 

Alderman  Burrage — Have  you  tbe  bonds  with 
you,  Mr.  Palmer? 

M  .  Palmer — Alderman  Stebbins  has  them.  I 
will  call  the  attention  of  the  Board  to  oae  tact. 
There  is  no  ooligation  in  the  bond.  It  is  simply  a 
refusal  so  far  as  these  three  pieces  of  property  are 
concetred. 

At  the  iequest  of  Ald-rman  Burrage  Mr.  Palmer 
read  one  of  the  bonds, as  follows: 

Boston,  Dec.  14, 1874. 

I  give  to  the  city  of  Boston  the  refusal  of  tbe 
estate  hereinafter  described,  upon  the  following 
conditions: 

1.  The  deed  to  be  a  good  and  sufficient  quit- 
claim deed  conveying  a  good  and  clear  title  to 
the  said  estate  free  from  all  encumbrances. 

2.  The  city  of  Bostoo  to  pay  for  such  deed  ?nd 
conveyance  the  sum  of  thirty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars ($35,000)  cash,  if  the  property  is  purchased  on 
oi  before  May  1, 1875,  and  rhe  sum  of  forty  thou- 
sand dollars  ($40,000)  cash,  if  the  property  is  pur- 
chased after  May  1. 1875,  and  not  later  toan  Jan. 
1, 1876,  beyond  which  latrer  date  the  refusal  here- 
by given  is  not  to  continue. 

3.  in  consideration  of  toe  foregoing  refusal,  the 
«ity  of  Boston  to  assume  all  taxe-  to  be  assessed 
upon  the  said  estate  in  Miy  next,  whether  tais 
negotiation  results  in  a  purchase  of  the  said  es- 
tate by  the  city  or  not. 

4.  The  estate  referred  to  is  tbe  estate  of  toe 
andersigned  fronting  on  Maverick  street,  East 
Boston,  and  lying  between  property  now  or  late 
•f  the  Boston  Forge  Company  and  propsrty  now 
or  late  of  Albe/t  Bowser  and  known  as  ihe  (ship) 
Timber  Bending  Compa  ay's  «harf. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
hand  the  clay  and  year  first  above  written. 

John  Jeffries,  Jr. 

Witness  . 
Benj.F.  Palmer. 

Al  terman  Harris— Axe  the  I  onds  all  alike? 

Mr.  Palmer— They  are  substantially  of  the  same 
tenor.  Wft^n  these  refusals  were  handed  to  me, 
I  noticed  the  clause  in  relation  to  taxes,  and  I  told 
Mr.  Jeffries  that  I  nor  any  other  person  had  power 
to  remit  bis  taxes,  and  that  it  could  ooly  be  done 
by  an  order  of  the  City  Council;  and  I  think  Mr. 
Jeffries  will  confirm  what  I  have  said. 

Mr.  Jeffries— I  said  that. 

Alderman  Worthington—  Was  there  any  consid- 
eration in  any  of  ihe  other  bonds? 

Mr.  Palmer— Only  in  the  bonds  for  these  three 
estates  —those  of  Mr.  John  Jeffrie?,  Mr.  John  Jef- 
fries, Jr.,  and  Mr.  Angell  of  Providence. 


Alderman  Worthington— Vnd  in  the  other  bonds 
there  was  no  consideration? 

Mr.  Palmer — No  consideration  like  tha  remission 
of  taxes. 

Alderman  Viles — Nothing  was  said  about  taxes 
at  all? 

Mr.  Palmer— No,  sir. 

Mr.  Russell — The  others  were  generally  for  the 
right  of  way  overstiipof  lane  ? 

Mr.  Palmer— That  was  the  form  of  the  printed 
bond,  but  I  didn't  use  it.  It  was  deemed  best 
that  we  should  take  more  than  a  ''trip.  A  la  ee 
territory  lying  within  the  line  of  th\;  location  of 
the  road  would  be  ma'erialiy  damaged  by  bei  g 
cut  off  from  wharf  privileges,  and  we  agreed  for 
a  large  amount  of  property  lying  within  this  loca- 
tion, amoDe  which  wqs  tais  pruoetty  of  the 
Messrs.  Jeffries.  Instead  of  taking  a  single 
strip,  we  proposed  to  take  the  whole  piece. 

Mr.  Russell— At  whose  request  old  you  leave 
your  employment  to  procure  these  boons? 

Mr.  Palmer— I  bad  no  authority  from  any  one. 
It  was  simply  at  the  suggestion  of  geiiileuueo  in 
the  Government  and  others  who  were  interested 
in  this  movement.  At  tbe  m-eting  spoken  of  oy 
Alderman  Stebiros,  of  which  I  read,  it  is  my  im- 
pression ex-Alderman  Brooks,  who  off-red  the 
original  order,  suggested  that  I  should  be  so  em- 
ployed.   1  had  do  authority  from  any  one. 

Mr.  Russell— Was  it  sanctioned  by  thb  Mayor  or 
not? 

Mr.  Palmer— I  don't  know  whether  the  Mayor 
sanctioned  it  or  not. 

Alderman  Quiccy— Your  understanding  was 
this:  you  were  verv  sure  that  tbe  city  was  not 
legally  bound  by  Mr.  Jeffrie's  bond,  bat  if  he 
bad  desired  to  withdraw  it  you  would  first  have 
sucmitted  the  case  to  ihe  authorities  before  sur- 
rendering it? 

Mr.  Palmer— I  certainly  should.  Mv  duty  ended 
when  I  got  the  values  of  ttiese  properties.  I  had 
no  authority  to  commit  tbe  city  to  trie  expendi- 
ture of  one  cent,  and  I  did  not  do  so.  Inadno 
power  ovei  these  bonds  at  all. 

Aldernuau  Quincy — You  considered  yourself  the 
custodian  of  them  for  the  citv? 

Mr.  Palmer— Yes,  sir,  or  for  the  parties  movrng 
in  the  matter. 

Mr.  Russell— You  understood  that  you  held 
these  bonds  as  the  custodian  for  the  city,  and  not 
for  Mr.  Jeffriea? 

Mr.  Palmer— I  was  actmg  for  tbe  city  so  far  as 
any  power  was  given  me.  Whether  or  not  it  had 
any  force,  I  doa't  know. 

Alderman  Quincy — And  holrling  them  for  the 
city,  you  would  o't  have  given  them  up  without 
the  advice  of  the  autuorities? 

Mr.  Palmer— No,  sir. 

Alderman  Harris— Were  you  hver  asked  to  re- 
linquish ihern? 

Mr.  Pa'mer— No,  sir. 

Alderman  Burrage— Have  yon  ever  consulted 
any  legal  authorities  as  to  the  force  of  *he  boads, 
whether  they  really  amounted  to  anything  or  not 
—no  other  conndfration  bsmg  gtvo— t-xcept  as 
matter  of  evidence  13  regard  to  the  value  whicn 
the  parties  put  upon  the  laud? 

Mr.  Palmer— The  purpose  was  to  find  what  tbe 
project  would  cost,  ano  the  bonds  in  my  posses- 
sion would  be  t  e  evidence. 

Mr.  Russell— Was  tbe  price  asked  a  fair  one,  in 
vour  judgment? 

Mr.  Palmer— Yes,  sir,  a  fair  price.  The  refusal 
of  Mr.  A'  gel-l's  estate  *as  given  at  the  same  price 
at  which  I  hai  assessed  ir— $84,500. 

Alderman  Harris — How  came  vou  to  be  the  cus- 
todian of  these  boads?  If  tbe  Mayor  authorized 
you  to  get  them,  why  did  n't  you  deposit  them 
with  him  ? 

Mr.  Palmer— I  don't  know  that  I  have  stated 
that  the  Mayor  did  authorize  me. 

Alderman  Harris— Then  it  was  simply  your  own 
individual  acioti? 

Mr.  Palmer— No,  sir,  I  never  should  have  as- 
sumed to  do  such  a  thing  on  my  own  individual 
account.  I  nevsr  sh  nitd  have  gone  to  get  these 
bonds  bad  it  not  been  suggested  to  me  by  officers 
of  ibe  city  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  get  these 
values. 

Alderman  Harris— I  cannot  see  who  you  were 
acting  for. 

Mr.  Palmer— The  remarks  of  Alderman  Steb- 
bins thft  I  have  read  are  *he  exact  statement  of 
the  affair.  If  the  gentleman  will  takepa>ns  to 
look  at  the  doings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of 
October  30  he  will  see  the  authority  I  had  aid  by 
whom  I  was  authorized.  Possible  it  would  nave 
been  batter  for  me  to  have  refused  to  do  it;  but  it 
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is  not  best  to  lefuse  to  do  what  gentlemen  promi- 
nent in  the  Government  desire  me  to  do. 

Alderman  Harris—  You  knew  tbat  the  Auditor 
of  Accounts  had  ihe  custody  of  all  bonds? 

Mr.  Palmer— 

Mr.  Russell  said  Mr.  Jtffries  had  made  a  very 
elever  statemtnt  of  the  facts.  The  case  is  divided 
into  three  point. — the  facts,  the  law  and  the 
equity.  The  facts  are  tba:  the  bonds  were  pro- 
cuied  for  rhe  citv  by  Mr.  Paltntr  or  Mr.  Jeffries; 
tae  city  was  fully  committed  to  tiie  pi  oject,  and 
any  measure  taken  to  promote  it  was  to  promote 
that  object.  Toe  bonds  were  procured  by  the  city 
in  tie  way  that  any  such  bonos  must  be  procured 
in  such  matters ;  the  Mayor  and  two  Aldermen 
and  other  parties  interested  met  to  see  what 
measures  r-hould  be  taken  m  adva-ee,  and  taey 
agreed  to  secure  conds  for  the  land  in  order  to 
limit  and  show  the  cost  of  the  enterprise.  An 
assessor  was  sera  fiom  his  own  office  to  do  this 
wort  ant  procure  t^ese  bonds.  The  bonds  of  Mr. 
Jeffries  were  reasonable  f 01  him  to  gi  ve  and  the 
city  to  receive,  for  the  lots  were  woifb  but  little 
to  him  except  for  sale,  and  to  give  the 
refusal  of  lands  for  sale  is  very  different 
from  giving  a  tenant  a  refusal  for  one 
year;  would  one  of  the  Board  give  the  city  the  re- 
fusal of  itfor  a  year  and  lake  it  out  of  the  cusrket 
for  one  year?  Mr.  Russell  considered  the  differ- 
ence between  the  bonds  as  of  no  value  vkatever, 
for  in  any  case  ir  w£s  in  promotion  of  the  project. 
Mr.  Palmer  held  the  bonds  for  the  city,  and  it 
made  no  difference  whether  or  not  they  had 
reached  the  depository.  The  bonds  were  commu- 
nicated to  the  city,  or  committee  having  the 
project  in  charge,  and  thev  made  some  comment 
upon  it,  but  Mi.  Jeffries  after  signing  the  rond 
held  himself  religiously  bound  by  it  and  repeated- 
ly refused  to  negotiare  for  the  sale  of  the  land; 
and  he  hold*  himself  bound  not  to  co  vey 
it  till  the  first  of  January.  It  is  plain 
there  is  10  legal  claim,  and  one  will 
not  be  made;  but  it  will  be  left  to 
the  sense  of  justice  oi  the  Board.  If 
private  individuals  had  entered  into  such  an 
agreement,  the  principal  would  be  bound  in  equi- 
ty beyond  question;  and  the  city  is  bound  in 
equity  just  as  mush  as  an  individual.  To  ques- 
tions by  Alderman  Burrage,  whetner  this  is  a  le- 
gal contract,  he  said  it  as;  the  acceptance  of  a 
deec  containing  a  condition  is  just  as  binding  as  a 
contract  sigoed  by  both  parties.  If  the  city  took 
the  contract,  tbey  aie  bound  by  it.  It  the  city  as- 
sume and  pay  tne  taxes,  tn&y  can  bold  Mr.  Jef- 
fries, but  they  cannot  hold  bim  if  they  do  not  pay 
them.  If  rhe  city  had  not  taken  the  land,  but  on 
Oct.  1  had  sent  Mr.  Jeffries  a  receipted  tax  bill, 
Mr.  Jeffries  would  be  bound. 

On  motion  ot  Alderman  Harris,  the  hearii  g  was 
closed,  and  on  motion  of  Alderman  Burrage,  the 
subject  was  laid  upoa  the  table. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  reports  auu  orders 
fiom  the  Committee  on  Pavi  ag,  as  follows : 

Report  ;-.nd  o<oer  to  grade  Terrace  street,  as 
recently  laid  out,  from  Tremoot  street  to  Heath 
street.  Estimated  cost  $7000.  Order  read  twice 
and  passed. 

Report  ard  order  to  grade  Sixth  street,  as  laid 
out  fiom  G  to  H  streets ;  estimated  cost  $4000.  Or- 
der r-  ad  twice  an<;  passed. 

Report  and  order  that  permission  be  granted  to 
the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  to  set  telegraph 
posts  in  the  sidewalk  on  the  westerly  sideoftbe 
avenue  leading  r.othe  Warien  Bridge  (so  called) 
on  the  southerly  si"e  of  Water  streei  ana  upon 
the  easterly  sicie  of  Chelsea  street  and  Ch°lsea 
Bridge,  and  Meridian-street  Bridge.  Older  read 
twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  edgestones  and  paved  gut- 
ters and  "idewalks  on  Circuit  str«et,  between 
Washington  street  and  Walnut  avenue.  Order 
read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  and  orders  to  nav  for  grade  damages, 
as  follows:  Daniel  Mahouev,  London  street, 
corner  of  Porter;  B.  F.  Wheelwright,  $1200,115- 
117  Water  street.    Orders  read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  and  orders  for  brick  sidewalks  in  front 
of  estates  of  Samuel  Fulton,  21  and  27  Gleowood 
street;  J.  J.  Williams,  Shawmut  avenue  near 
Cobb  etieet.  ,      „  „  ' 

Report,  arjd  order  to  establish  tie  grade  ot  Cul- 
vert stieet,betwe«n  Tremo-nt  and  Ruegles  street, 
as  shown  on  a  plan  and  profile  d-ted  Dec.  1,  1875, 
and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  City  Surveyoi. 
Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  that  the  park  or  green  in  the 


centre  of  what  was  formerly  known  as  Washing- 
ton square  (Fort  Hill)  be  hereafter  called  and 
known  as ''Fort  Hill  square." 

Alderman  Prescott— I  bope  this  order  will  not 
pass  at  pieseut.  I  do  not  o  esire  to  opposeit,but 
it  bas  been  represented  to  me  that  this  is  not  the 
wish  of  the  parties  owning  property  thcre. 

Aldermen  Burrage— I  think  the  Alderman  is 
mistaken.  We  have  heard  no  <bjection  raised; 
and  all  the  abutters  appear  to  favor  it. 

Alderman  Prescott— It  mav  be  another  order. 
I  shall  raise  no  objection. 

The  order  was  read  twice  anrl  passed. 

Report  and  order  that  the  st  eet  formerly  known 
as  Washington  square  (Fort  Hill)  logether  wiih 
"Washington  avenue,  be  heieafter  called  and 
known  as  "High  street,"  and  that  tfce  Superin- 
tendent of  Streets  be  directed  to  place  street 
signs  upon  and  number  said  stieer. 

Alderman  Burrage— This  anangeaaent  is  satis- 
factory to  all  tbe  panies.  That  noition  of  High 
streston  Fort  Hill  square  will  be  called  High 
street,  Fort  Hill  square,  whrch  w'll  designate  tbe 
numbers  of  the  stores  on  the  street,  and  retain 
the  name  of  the  square.  The  order  was  read  twice 
aud  passed. 

Re  r ort  that  a  permit  be  granted  ou  the  usual 
conditions  to  John  McEleny  to  move  |a  wooden 
building  from  95  Hampshire  sti eet  to  105  Hamp- 
shire street.    Accepted. 

Schedules  of  cost  of  furnishing  and  setting 
edgestones  and  laying  brick  sidewalks  io  front,  of 
estates  or  sundry  stieets.  with  orders  for  the  as- 
sessment and  collection  of  the  «a\ne.  Otders  read 
twice  and  passed. 

Report  that  petition  of  Benevolent  Fraternity 
of  Churches  for  a  culvert  in  passageway  rear  of 
Camden,  Northampton  and  Tremoot  streets  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Health.  Accepted 
and  referred  accordingly.    Sent  down. 

LAND  DAMAGES,  ETC. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  tbe  tollowing  from 
the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board : 

Report  and  order  assessing  the  damage  to  the 
property  of  W.  R.  Clark  on  Atlantic  avenue  by 
the  "location  and  construction  of  the  station  of  the 
Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad  at  $1.  Or- 
der read  twice  and  passed, 

Oroer  to  p  \  Richard  W.  Robioson  $4800  for 
landtantn  aod  all  damages,  including  graae  dam- 
ages, by  the  widening  of  Bowdoin  street.  Read 
twice  and  passed. 

Orders  to  pay  for  land  and  all  damages  occa- 
sioned by  tbe  widening  of  Baxter  street — Hannah 
Reardon,  $58  80;  heirs  ot  Charles  Wen  ers,  $58.80; 
Theresa  Doyle,  $57;  Michael  J.  Kellea,  $58.80; 
Mtrgaret  J.  Kine,  $58.80.  Severally  read  twice 
and  passed. 

Orders  to  pay  for  land  taket>  and  all  damages 
occasioned  by  tbe  widening  of  Shawmut  avenue — 
LoriDg  G.  Parmeiee,  $4097.50;  Edward  F.  Litch- 
field, $494.25.    Severally  read  t'*ic°  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  tne  assessment  for  betterment  of 
$1000  upoa  tb-!  estate  of  the  o«irs  of  J.  Bowdoin 
Bratlle--,  at  the  corner  of  Franklin  and  Arch 
streets,  laid  bv  an  older  of  the  Board  of  Strret 
Commissioners,  ot  Jan.  30, 1875,  for  the  benefit  to 
said  estate  fiom  the  widening  and  extension  of 
said  Arch  street  to  Milk  street,  under  a<  other  or- 
der of  said  Commissioners  of  March  17,  1873,  be, 
and  tbat  the  sane  hereby  is,  tor  cause,  abated 
in  full. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  on  peiition  ot  John  Federhen,  to  be  paid 
for  lanl  taken  to  widen  Mason  street:  that  as  the 
land  for  which  tne  petitioner  asks  pay  has  Dot 
been  laid  out  a;  a  street,  ibis  petition,  for  what- 
ever action  rmy  be  expedient  in  the  matter,  be 
referred  to  the  Board  of  Street  Coaimissiouero. 
Accepted  and   teferred  accordingly.    Sent  down. 

Report  on  petition  of  Mary  L.  Feiino,  to  be  paid 
for  land  taken  to  widen  Bowdoin  street;  that  in 
their  opinion  a  sufficient  awa'd,  now  at  ner  dis- 
posal, bas  bcrn  maoethe  petitioner  for  the  land 
taken  from  her  estate,  and  that  she  have  leave  to 
withdrav  upon  that  portion  of  her  petition. 
Furthet,  that  u->on  the  question  of  grade  damages 
to  her  estate,  the  petition  be  referred  to  ihe  Com- 
mittee on  Paving.  Accepted  and  referred  ac- 
cordingly. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  reports  from 
tbe  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  board 
on  petitioos  as  follows: 

Leave  to  withdraw  as  per  request — W.  H.  H, 
Young,  tor  stables  on  First  street. 
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No  acTioi>  required— L.  A.  Lyon  et  al.,  tbat  the 
nuisance  caused  by  tactory  sceam  wbisdss  may 
be  abated. 

Leave  be  granted  to  occupy  stables  on  the 
usual  conditions — A.  S.  Blood,  Mt.  Vernon  street, 
Ward  16;  Meruck  Mansfield,  Mt.  Vernon  street, 
Ward  16;  J.  W.  Cook,  1  Davenport  street,  tor 
thirteen  hors  s  only;  Alonzo  C.  H.  Laws,  53  Bower 
street;  George  M.  Schell,  156  Ward  streat,  on  con- 
dition that  ne  construct  a  biick  or  stone  and 
cement  manure  pit  and  good  ventilation  ro<  the 
same;  Steuben  Concellv,  Charnpney  street,  pio- 
videri  he  construct  a  sewer,  also  a  brick  or  stone 
and  cemented  manure  pit  witb  sufficient  ventila- 
tion ;  August  Schmidt,  Elmwoori  street,  Ware'  15, 
on  condition  that  tbe  stable  shall  be  built  of  biick, 
French  root  and  slated,  with  back  brie  k  wall  in 
rear. 

Severally  accepted. 

CLAIMS. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims: 

Report  that  th  following  claim  fur  damages 
h2S  been  setrled  as  follows:  Christian  Rotbfuchs, 
for  breati ng  of  a  water  pipe  neat  his  premises  at 
corner  of  Snawmut  avenue  and  Milforo  street, 
$142.50.    Accepted.    Sent  down. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  D. 
D.  Skillings,  to  be  compensated  for  "injury  to  his 
business  and  damage  uo  his  house  oy  the  con- 
struction of  a  =ew=r  in  front  of  Boylston  place. 
Accepted.    Sent  down. 

Report  jn  petition  of  William  B.  Chaplin  recom- 
mending the  pas-age  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowsd  and  paid  to  Wil- 
liam B.  Chaplin,  in  compensation  for  personal 
injuries  received  by  bitr>  on  account  of  an  alleged 
defect  in  Beacon  street,  Brighton,  the  sum  of 
$3500,  upon  his  givi<  g  to  the  city  a  release  and 
discharge  satisfactory  to  the  City  Solicitor  from 
all  damages,  costs  and  expenses  incurred  by  him 
in  consequence  of  Ihe  Defective  condition  of  said 
street;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  tbe  appropria- 
tion foi  Incidentals. 

Alderman  Woivhmgton  moved  that  the  order 
take  its  second  leadiug. 

Alderman  Harris— I  nope  some  explanation  will 
be  made  for  the  payment  of  ,-o  l^,rge  a  sum  of 
money,  and  what  tbe  defect  was. 

Aldeiman  Worthme-ion  —  This  accident  hap- 
pened to  Mr.  Chap'in  while  going  from  Boston 
out  over  Brighton  avenue,  as  it  is  called,  a  little 
street  running  trorn  the  three  corners  on  the  Mill- 
dam.  He  was  walking  on  the  plaik  sidewalk 
which  had  become  very  much  out  of  repair.  The 
i ailing  oa  one  sice  had  fallen  so  as  to  form  a  trap 
that  any  one  walking  over  there  would  fall  into. 
It  «as  between  eight  and  ni-  e  o'clock 
at  night,  and  be  had  to  step  down  about 
eighteen  inches  from  ihe  plank  sidewalk 
to  the  earth,  and  in  so  doing  he  broke  tbe 
muscles  ot  bis  rigbt  leg  above  and  below  the 
knee.  Immediately  upon  hearing  of  it  I  request- 
ed Dr.  Green,  the  City  Phvsician,  to  visit  Mr. 
Chaplin,  and  be  reported  that  the  case  was  as 
bad  aote  as  v  ebave  had;  Di.  Green  vi-ited  him 
twice  at  my  request,  a^d  had  a  coasultation  with 
two  physicians  who  atren^ed  him.  The  claim  was 
brought  for  $5000  by  Hon.  D.  W.  Gooch.  The 
committee  had  the  case  before  them  two  or  three 
times,  and  it  was  finally  agreed  by  the  committee 
to  recommend  an  order  for  $3500.  In  the  opinion 
of  the  City  Physician  ihis  is  a  good  -ettlenent 
for  the  city,  as  the  breaking  ot  the  muscles 
has  almost  entirely  deprived  Mi.  Chaplin  of  the 
use  ot  the  leg,  especially  for  his  business.  He  has 
astiDlpin  Brookline,  and  drives  himself  a  good 
deal.  He  is  now  unable  to  rdise  himseli  upon  his 
leg,  and  though  he  can  stand  upon  it,  he  is  un- 
abie  t)  get  upon  bis  carnage.  In  the  opi'ion  of 
Dr.  Green,  he  will  never  recover  so  as  to  be  able 
to  atteno  to  his  business  .s  heretofore.  More 
than  that,  Dr.  Green  thinks  he  will  be  troubled 
all  his  life  with  the  rheumatism  in  that  leg,  atd 
in  his  opinion  the  settlement  is  an  equitable  one 
for  the  city. 

Alderman  Power — Has  the  City  Solicitor  in- 
structed the  committee  that  it  was' a  legal  claim  ? 

Alderman  Worthington — Immediately  upon  the 
claim  being  presented  I  waited  upon  the  City  So- 
licitor and  bs  told  me  ii  was  a  legal  claim.  When 
it  came  before  the  committee  we  called  the  As- 
sistant Solicitor,  Mr.  Stackpole,  who  heard  tbe 
testimony  through,  and  then,  some  of  the  lawyers 
on  the  committee  thinking  there  might  possibly 
be  a  question,  a  sub-committee  was  appointed  to 
wait  upon  Mr.  Healey  and  present  all  the  facts  as 


taken  by  the  clerk,  and  toe  decided  that  it  n  as  a 
legal  claim  and  that  the  city  could  not  escape  it. 

Alderman  Prescctt — Was  this  caused  by  any 
neglect  on  tbe  part  of  the  agents  of  the  city?  and 
was  the  defect  noted  by  anv  officer  ot  the  police 
force? 

Alderman  Worthington — The  best  answer  I  can 
give  to  that  is  that  immediately  afterwards,  or 
within  a  fort  light,  it  was  repaired  through  its  en- 
tire length. 

Alderman  Prescott — That  bardlv  answers  my 
inquiries.  My  question  is  whether  due  diliaeuce 
was  used  by  the  police  or  other  departments  to 
take  eonnizance  or  such  a  defect, — wbether  the 
defect  hao  been  reported  by  the  police  to  the 
Paving  Department. 

Alderman  Woithington— Perhaps  the  >jnairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Paving  can  answer  tbat  bet- 
ter tban  I  cac  Wbecher  it  was  reported  before  I 
don'c  Know;  but  I  do  know  tbat  it  was  reoa>red 
soon  alter  that  accident.  Oj  makn  g  a  visit  to 
the  place  ihe  committee  foutd  that  the  railing 
beside  tne  plank  walk  leaned  several  inches  over 
from  the  walk.  Waen  Mr  Chaplin  came  along 
he  was  guiding  himself  by  this  railing,  supposir  g 
that  it,  stood  utj  sti  aight,  ana  he  stepped  off.  If 
the  railing  had  been  standing  up  straight,  the 
accident  woum  not  nave  occurred;  but  it  was 
fifteen  or  tignceei  inches  from  the  plank  walk, 
ano  be  stepped  off  into  the  hols. 

Alderman  Pover — In  answer  to  the  question  of 
the  Alderman  f  torn  Ward  9, 1  would  sav  that  all  I 
know  is  tbat  we  repaired  tup  sidewalk  this  spline1, 
but  I  cannot  say  whether  or  not  the  Superin- 
teudento:  Stteets  was  notified  by  the  police  be- 
fore toe  accident  occurred. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  do  not  desire  to  cast  any 
reflection  upon  the  Committee  on  Paving,  because 
I  suppose  tbe  condition  of  tbe  sidewalk  should 
have  been  reported  Dy  the  police.  It  seems  to  me 
that  if  there  has  been  ce^let  by  the  police  in 
looking  after  this  sidewalk,  in  futuie  care  should 
be  taken  that  the  city  shall  not  be  called  upon  to 
pay  such  costly  bdls. 

Ihe  order  was  r°ad  twice  and  passed.  Sent 
down. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Alderman  O'Biien  submitted  tbe  following 
from  tbe  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands: 

Ordered,  That  tbe  lot  of  land  oa  East  bpring- 
field  street  as  showD  upon  a  plan  rQcorded  with 
plans  of  citv  land  sold,  book  9,  page  209,  in  the  office 
of  Superintendent  of  Public  Lands,  which  lot  of 
lvtnd  was  bargained  io  Joseph  E.  Billings,  Aug.  1, 
1873,  be  and  >he  same  i?  hereby  declared  forfeited 
to  the  city  ot  Bosfon  for  non-fulfilment  and 
breach  cf  tbe  ronditions  of  sale,  and  th  r.  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Public  Lands  be  and  is  hereby  di- 
rected to  take  possession  of  tee  afotesaid  lot  of 
land  in  behalf  of  and  to  tbe  use  of  the  said  city  of 
Boston. 

Ordered,  'hat  the  collector  be  and  is  hereby 
authorized  to  cancel  the  bond  numbered  2474, 
which  was  arivea  by  Jo=eph  Billings,  Aug.  1,1873, 
for  a  lot  of  land  on  East  Springfield  street. 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

Report  of  leave  to  witLcuawon  petition  of  John 
B.  Regan,  for  leave  to  surrender  thiee  lots  of  land 
to  the  citv  and  for  the  transfer  of  tbe  bonds  giveD 
for  the  same.    Accepted.    Sentuown. 

Report  on  petition  of  Boynton  Brothers,  recom- 
mecding  tbe  nassage  of  tbe  following: 

Ordered,  That  tbe  time  for  budding  upon  two 
lots  of  land  on  Columbus  avenue  and  Northamp- 
ton street,  as  sold  by  tne  city  of  Boston  to  Boyn- 
ton Brothers  in  1870,  be  extended  for  one  year 
from  Jan.  1, 1876,  upon  conditioa  that  they  pay  to 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Lands  the  sum  of 
$150  within  ten  days  from  the  passage  of  this  or- 
der. 

Read  twice  aud  passed.    Sent  down. 

RAILROAD  TRACKS  IN  EAST  BOSTON. 

Alderman  Bunage  submitted  the  following: 
The  Joint  Special  Committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  sutiject  of  relocating  the  tracks  of  the 
Eastern,  Boston  &  Albany,  and  Bo.-aon,  Revere 
Beach  &  Lvan  Railroad  corporations  in  East  Bos- 
ton, beg  leave  to  report  in  parr,  that  bv  virtue  of 
sectio.i  ore  of  chapter  214,  acts  of  the  year  1875, 
the  tiackr,  of  tb«»  said  roads  may  be  re- 
located on  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  duly  au- 
thorized by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  this  city. 
Your  committee  would  therefore,  m  order  to  ad- 
vance the  matter  which  they  have  in  charge, 
respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  tbe  fol- 
lowing order: 

Oidered,  That  his  honor  the   Mayor  be  author- 
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ized  to  request  tbe  Eastern  Railroad  Company, 
the  bostoo  &  Albany  Railroad  Company,  and  the 
Boston,  Revere  Be?ch  &  Lyon  Railroad  Company, 
to  idocate  their  tracks,  situated  id  that  part  of 
Boston  known  as  East  Boston,  according  to  a  plan 
made  by  Joseph  P.  Davis, dated  Sept.  28, 1874,  ?,nd 
deposited  in  tbe  office  ot  the  City- Engineer,  and 
known  as  Plan  E,  31. 

Alderman  Burrage—  Agreeably  to  the  require- 
ments of  tbe  first  part  of  the  oro.ei  the  committee 
sent  communications  t.>  rhe  Ea?t«rci,  Boston  & 
Albany,  and  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad  com- 
panies, asking  them  to  meet  the  committ  e  by 
their  representatives,  and  state  the  terms  upon 
which  they  would  cooperate  with  the  city  ot  Bos- 
ton in  relocating  the  tracks  of  their  respective 
roads  in  East  Bostou,  ucder  the  provisions  of 
chapter  214  of  the  act-  of  1875.  At  the  conference 
it  appealed  that  neither  of  the  corporations  was 
disposed  to  make  any  proposition  ;  but,  by  their 
representatives,  espressed  the  opinion  that,  since 
they  are  satisfied  with  the  present  locations,  it  de- 
volves upon  the  city  to  take  the  initiative  if  toe 
change  is  requited  on  public  grounds.  It  being 
appare  t  that  tnere  i  ■  little  if  any  piobability  that 
voluntary  iction  will  be  taken  bv  the  corpora- 
tions, the  committee  were  brought  to  consider  the 
secoud  pait  ot  the  order,  viz.,  what  further  action 
is  necessary?  The  first  and  second  section  of 
cba  oter  214  read  as  follow: : 

"Section  1,  Tbe  Eastern  R  rilro,  d  Company,  the 
Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Companv  and  tha  Bos- 
ton, Ke\eie  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad  Comoanv  are 
hereby  authorized,  on  the  request  in  writing  of 
the  Mayor,  duly  authorized  by  the  Board  of  Al- 
derman, of  the  city  ot  Boston,  to  discontinue  and 
remove,  in  whole  or  iu  part,  such  portion  of  the 
location  and  tracks  of  said  cor  potations  as  are 
situated  m-ibat  part  of  Boston  known  as  East 
Boston,  and  to  relocate  tbe  same  upo  >  a  new 
line,  to  tbe  ea^t  of  'he  present  one,  ia  su  h  man- 
ner as  may  be  agreed  upoo  between  said  coipoia- 
tions  and  tbe  said  Major  and  Aldermen  ;  and  for 
this  purpose  they  may  purchase  o.  take  lai  d  ana 
other  property  ia  the  method  providcd  for  in 
chaoter  three  hundied  and  seventy-two  of  tbe 
acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  ami  seventy- 
four;  and  the  said  relocates  road  may  be  con- 
structed over  and  across  tide  waters  iyi:  g  to  tbe 
eastward  of  said  East  Boston,  in  such  mannar  as 
may  be  approved  by  tbe  Board  of  Harbor  Com- 
missioners. 

g,  "Sect.  2.  Should  tbe  Eastern  Railroad  Company, 
the  Bosion  &  Albauy  Railroad  Company,  and  the 
Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroaa  Company, 
di-conanue  and  reloc  t.4  their  t-acks  o;  the  le- 
quesr  and  in  the  manner  specified  in  thj  preced- 
ing section,  ti  e  cost  cr  so  dome- shall  be  appoi- 
tii»n;d  tmong  t!ir  said  Eastern  Railroad  Company, 
the  Boston  &  Albany  Rail r  > ad  Company,  the 
Bostoo,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad  Company 
and  the  city  of  Boston,  by  a  commission  which, 
upju  the  petition  of  said  corpoiations,  or  either 
of  them,  shall  be  appointed,  and  shall  proceed  in 
the  mannei  ano  with  the  povers  sec  foithin  sec- 
tions ninety  eight  a  d  oicety-nrie  ot  chapter 
three  hu acred  and  seventy-two  of  the  aces  of  the 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-four.'' 

Before  further  y.eps  caw  be  taken  this  request 
muse  be  made  to  see  wtnt  action  tbe  corpora- 
tions will  take,  'it  they  an  not  heed  the  request, 
then  it  is  f or  tue  City  Council  to  say  whether  we 
shall  petition  fie  Legislature  for  aD  amendment 
to  the  act.  1  would  remark  further  that,  tbe  com- 
mi'/fee  are  impressed  with  the  importance  of 
having  tbe  tracks  relocated  as  proT>o»ed.  They 
are  a scanning  menace  to  life  and  limb.  While 
the  conference  bet^esn  the  committee  and  the 
representatives  of  the  corporation-'  v/as  being 
held  amao  was  rurj  over  ana  killed  on  the  tr.'Oiss 
of  the  Eastern  Railroad,  near  Webstet  street. 
There  can  be  no  question  that  it  j  as  become 
necessary  for  tbe  safety  and  convenience  of  the 
in'  abitacts  of  Boston  that  the  change  should  be 
made.  Tbe  committee  theteroie  deem  it  expedi- 
ent to  authorize  the  Mayor  to  request  tt  e  corpor- 
ations refe-red  to  to  relocate  their  tracks,  as  pro- 
vided in  chapter  214  of  ihe  acts  of  1875. 

Alderman  Worthn  gton— What  is  co  be  the 
probable  expense  of  this  to  the  citv,  if  it  is  carried 
out?  I  suppose  it  is  •  ell  known  to  every  memoer 
of  th'S  Board  that  tbe  Eastern  Railroad  cannot 
pay  a  dollar  towards  tbe  r-xpenre.  I  think  we 
ought  to  know  what  it  will  cost  befoie  we  commit 
the  city  to  so  large  an  exoeuss. 

Alderman  Burrage— The  Alderman  from  Ward 
8  is  moie  conversant  witn  tin-  matter  than  I  am, 
behaving  beon  over  the  wnole  maiterlast  yeai 


and  pressed  the  matter  before  the  Legislature. 
Bat  from  the  farts  given  to  the  committee  the 
cos>  was  estimated  at  something  like  $500,000,1 
tbiik.  It  ctitamlv  would  be  a  exeat  improvemeat 
to  Ease  Boston,  to  say  nothing  of  .he  safety  to  life 
and  limb.  The  change  will  nave  tobe  made  some- 
time certainly,  or  the  tracks  will  have  to  be 
bridged.  The  tracks  now  mn  through  from  one 
sioe  of  the  island  to  the  other;  children  have  co 
cross  them  to  go  to  school;  people  going  to  and 
from  the  Burop'  an  steamships  have  to  cross 
Iheni.  aLd  it  is  a  very  dangerous  plaee.  The 
trams  of  tho  Eastern  road  make  up  ot>  the  seven 
or  eight  tra.  ks belonging  to  that  corporation.  The 
matter  was  placed  befoie  tbe  Railroad  Commis- 
sioners last  vear;  there  was  a  hearing  before 
the  Rai'way  Committee  and  a  lona  discussion  in 
both  oranches  of  the  Legisiatuie. 

Aider  man  Stebbius — Au  bscimatj  was  made  last 
year  bv  the  engineer  employed  to  make  the  sur- 
vey for  the  proposed  relocation  of  these  tracks. 
The  result  of  thi;  was  that  the  estimated  expense 
would  be  $1,689,780,  to  offset  which  is  the  proper- 
ty to  be  abandoned  by  the  Eacern  Railroad, 
which,  of  course,  would  be  sold.  Ths  property  is 
valued  at  $1,276,000,  wbish  would  leave  $413,780  as 
the  cost  of  the  improvement.  The  est  miate  of 
the  cost  of  the  laid  is  ba-ed  on  prices  mentioned 
in  the  several  bonds  taker,  by  the  citj  .  Mr.  Davis, 
the  City  Esgineer,  revised  the  estimates,  ad  I 
think  they  are  generally  co.tect  in  the  main. 

Alderman  Burrage — the  passage  of  this  order 
doesn't  necessitate  a  petition  to  the  Legislature. 
That  is  an  after  ques  ion.  This  is  only  to  request 
the  corporation  to  taKe  action  under  the  law, 
which  tbey  probably  wont  do 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed,  feenc 
down. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  reports  from  ths 
Committee  on  Licenses  as  follows : 

Intelligence  Offics  Licensed— limothy  Kelly  & 
Co.,  28  Sudbury  street  (transf-r  from  J.  S-  Star- 
rett);Mary  A.  Hawkins,  96  West  Cedar  street; 
George  Brown,  7  Buckingham  place. 

Billiard  License  Gi-nted — Louis  Somm?rs,  1038 
Tremont  street. 

Amusement  Licenses  Grafted — Kil  bourn  & 
Noon,  to  exhibit  p?rorama  in  this  city;  Benjamin 
Noves,  to  op  n  seating  partr  on  Back  Bay. 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted— John  S.  Davis,  150 
Meridian  street;  George  B.  Stanwood,  115  Main 
street,  Charlestown. 

Severally  accepted. 

TRANSFERS  IN  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Aldermaa  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  Tnat  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  in  the  appro- 
priation lor  Lamps — 

From  the  item  for  "Gas"  to  the  item  tor  "Cast- 
ings," $10,000;  from  the  item  foi  "Gas"  to 
"Wrouyht  iron  work,''  $2000;  ft om  the  item  for 
"Gas"  to  "Gas  lanterns,"  $2000;  from  the  item  for 
"Lighting  and  care  of  gas  lamps"  to  "Gas  lan- 
terns," $4000;  from  the  item  for  "Fluid  lanterns" 
to  "Committee's  expenses,"  $100. 

Aloerman  Stebbins — In  regaro  to  the  last  item 
I  v*  i  h  to  stbte  that  the>e  was  no  appropriation  at 
ths  commencement  of  the  yeai  foi  committee's 
expenses.  I  am  happy  to  cay  that  so  far  the  com- 
mittee's expeuses  do  not  exceed  $25,  against  some 
$800  fot  last  year. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed — yeas  11, 
nays  0.    Sent  down. 

Aloerman  Stebbins  offeree  tbe  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  in  the  appro- 
priation to.'  East  Boston  Ferries  from  the  item 
for  "water,  gas  and  chandlery"  to  tbe  item  for 
"carpenter's  and  jou  er's  work  on  boats"  $2000. 

Read  twice  .  nd  passed — veas  11,  nays  0.  S°nt 
down. 

WARDROOM  IN  WARD  13. 

Alderman  Pre^cott  submitted  a  teport  that  it  is 
inexpedient  to  grant  the  petition  ot  c.  D.  Parser 
ann  others  that  the  '*aidroom  of  W  rd  13  be  re- 
moved to  the  corner  ot  B  stteet  and  Broadway, 
irom  the  tact  tnat  the  city  is  holden  for  a  term  of 
years  for  rooms  recently  hired  bv  order  of  che 
Citv  Co'incil  in  building  numbered  339  Bioadway, 
and  established  as  a  voting  place  for  Ward  13  by 
direction  of  the  City  Council.  Accepted.  Sent 
down. 

ORCHARD  PARK. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  a  leDnrt  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Common  and  Public  Giouatis, 
recommending  the  passage  of  the  following  in  or- 
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der  to  meet  rbe  expense  of  giading  and  improv- 
ing Orchard  Paris: 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  au- 
thorized to  transfer  the  suji  of  I1H50  from  the  item 
for  "laying  out  and  grading  Mai- is  on  sqvare"  m 
the  appropriation  for  Common  at>d  Public 
Giounds  ro  the  bem  for  "grading  and  improving 
Orchard  Park," 

Read  twice  and  passed— yeas  12,  nays  0.  Sent 
down. 

PROTECTION  OF  LIFE  AT  JAMAICA  POND. 

Alderman  Quiacv  offered  the  following: 
Ord-ied,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Common 
and  Public  Grouuds  be  instructed  to  procure 
forthwith,  and  cause  to  be  kept  at  cot  less  than 
three  places  on  the  shore  of  Jamaica  Pond,  lad- 
ders and  lopes,  for  use  as  life-saving  apparatus, 
posting  at  each  place  conspicuous  rotice  Thereof; 
the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation,  for 
Incidentals. 

Aldeiman  Quincy — I  shall  a  k  that  this  order 
take  its  second  leading  at  present.  Jamaica  Pond 
is  now  wirhin  the  limit?  of  the  city,  and  a  part  of 
ltf-  banks  aie  in  the  carej  of  tee  Committee  oi 
Common  at.d  Public  Grounds.  It  is  deep  ai»d 
dangerous  water.  I  was  recently  skating  there 
and  asked  a  policeman  if  there  was  anything  to 
save  life  in  case  of  accident,  and  he  infoinaed  me 
that  a  ladder  anu  ropes  were  at  hard.  Two  days 
afterward  a  young  lady,  a  daughter  of  one  of 
our  ciscingui-hed  citizens  broke  through 
the  ice  and  was  lvscuea  by  young  men, 
who  formed  a  hue  from  the  shore  by  taking  bold 
of  each  other's  hauds.  As  the  city  is  in  some 
degiee  respon?ibli  for  the  safety  of  persons  upoD 
the  poud,  I  think  adequate  means  of  protection 
should  be  provided. 


Alderman  Rairis— Has  the  city  any  control  over 
the  water? 

Alderman  Quincy— What  our  rights  o?er  the 
water  are  I  don't  know;  but  the  pond  is  within 
the  city  limits,  and  when  it  is  jesorted  to  for  pur- 
poses of  innocect  recreation  it  is  our  duty  to  see 
that  it  is  as  sqfe  as  we  can  make  it. 

Alrermau  Bun-age — It  is  a  large  pond,  and  pub- 
lic propei  fy. 

Alderman  JHarris — 1  think  we  ought  to  hesitate 
somewhat  about  the  passage  of  this  order,  for  the 
reason  that  there  are  other  ponds  in  tbe  city  of 
Boston,  and  if  we  make  express  provision  for  "one 
and  disregard  others,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the 
city  might  be  committnd  in  some  way.  We  all 
know  there  arc  other  poucs,  especially  in  Dor- 
chester, -wbeie  there  is  wore  or  less  skating.  I  am 
fearful  that  if  we  make  rhis  provision  the  city 
may  t^'se  a  wrong  step. 

Aldermau  Bigrelow— This  matter  is  too  insignifi- 
cant to  mafe:  much  argument  about.  The  whole 
expense  of  these  Adders  will  not  be  more  than 
$ 25,  and  if  any  other  ponds  require  the  same  pro- 
tection I  shonU  be  in  favor  of  it.  The  police 
came  to  me  after  this  accident  occurred,  and  I 
supposed  an  application  would  be  made  to  the 
Committee  on  Police.  I  should  be  in  favor  of 
passing  the  order  at  once. 

the  order  was  read  twice  and  passsed.  Sent 
down. 

THE   ELECTION  RETURNS. 

Oo  moiion  of  A'derman  Stebbins,  the  Boarit 
voted  co  adjourn  to  Friday  at  ore  o'clock  P.  M.  to  re- 
ceive the  election  returns,  aod  Alderman  Stebbins, 
O'Brien  ad  Harris  were  appointed  a  committee 
od  the  subject. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

DECEMBER    16,    1875. 


Regulai  meeting  at  7y2  P.  M.,  Halsey  J.  Board- 
man,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Petitions,  communications  from  Chelsea,  Som- 
erville  ana  Everttt  Water  boards,  and  permit 
from  Chelsea,  to  place  teleprsjph  poles  in  certain 
streets.    Severally  referred. 

Keports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions — 

1.  J  oho  B.  Regan,  foi  leave  to  surrender  cer- 
tain lots  of  laud  on  Paul,  Middlesex  arid  Porter 
streets. 

2.  D.  D.  Skillings,  to  he  paid  for  injury  to  his 
business  by  construction  of  a  sewer. 

Severally  accepted. 

Report  that  C.  Rothfuchs  has  settled  bis  claim 
against  tbe  city  for  $142.50.    Accepted. 

Report  of  mexpec  tent,  on  petition  of  CD. Par- 
ker et  al.,  for  removal  of  Waidioom  13  to  corner 
of  B  street  ana  Broad  » ay.    Accepted. 

Report  and  order  for  extension  of  time,  for  one 
year  from  Jan.  1, 1875,  for  building  on  two  lots  of 
landoQ  Columbus  avenue  and  Northampton  street, 
on  terms,  eic,  contained  in  said  order.  Order 
read  twics  and  passed. 

Orders  to  declaie  forfeited  to  tne  city  a  ceitain 
lot  of  laud  on  East  Springfield  street  held  by 
Joseph  E.  Billing-,  foi  breach  of  conditions  of 
sale;  and  loi  the  Collector  to  cancel  the  bond  of 
said  Billion.    Read  twice  a.  d  passed. 

Oroer  to  place,  at  not  les«  tbao  three  places  on 
shore  of  Jarusica  Poud,  laadeis  ani  ropes  for 
life-ssiving  apaaiatus,  and  to  post  at  each  place 
notica  thereof.  R?ad  twice  u<  der  a  suspension 
of  the  rule,  on  motlo_  of  Mr.  Moriison  of  Ward  9 
and  passed. 

Report  and  order  to  pay  $3500  to  Wiliam  B. 
Chaplin,  for  personal  injuries  from  a  detent  in 
Beacon  street,  Brighton. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— It  is  some  little  time 
since  this  matter  came  before +he  Committee  on 
Claims,  and  as  Mr.  Chaplin  is  very  anxious  to  get 
tbe  money,  I  move  that  the  iule  bs  suspended, 
that  the  order  may  take  its  second  reading. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  read  a 
second  time  and  passed. 

Order  for  a  tiT' sfer  of  $454  from  "laying;  out 
and  grading  Madison  square"  to  "grading  =  nd  im- 
pioving  Orchard  park";  ordei  for  tiansfers  in 
Lamp  appropriation  from  "gas"  to  "castings," 
$10,000;  to  wrought  iron  woik,  $2000;  to  gas  Uu- 
tetn,  $2000;  from  "lighting  and  care  of  gas  lamps" 
to  "gas  lanterns,"  $4000;  iron  "fluid  lanterns"  to 
"committee's  exp.  uses,"  $100;  order  for  ?.  trans- 
fer tn  Feny  appropriation  of  $2000  from  "water, 
gcS  and  chandlery"  to  "carpenter's  and  joiner's 
work  on  boats."  Severally  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

FREE   SOUP. 

The  order  concerning  the  supply  of  soup  to  the 
poor  came  down  amended  so  as  to  have  the  same 
provided  by  tbe  Committee  on  Police  of  rhe  Board 
of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— f  do  not  use  to  oppose 
the  amendments  passed  by  th»  Board  of  Alder- 
men, b.t  if  I  weie  in  the  habit  of  criticising  the 
doings  of  tbar.  Board — which  I  cannot  do  with 
propriety  heit ,  under  parliamentary  usage  and 
practice— I  should  say  it  was  a  very  small  matter 
to  co.  I  had  the  honor  to  write  and  offer 
that  order,  and  introduce  it  in  the  Council, 
and  the  pleasure  of  seeing  it  passed  by  a 
unauimons  vote,  with  one  exception  —  one 
solitary  no.  Now,  sir,  standing  here  in 
tbe  integrity  of  my  position,  I  say  it  is 
a  mighty  small  business  for  any  coordinate 
brancti  of  the  City  Government  to  offer  suco  an 
amendment.  I  offered  tbe  oroer  in  good  faith;  it 
passed  the  body  m  good  faith,  and  I  say  (hat,  with 
the  hungry  poor  demanding  of  the  people  the 
rights  which  the  law  gives  them,  it  is  a  almighty 
small  business  for  the  coordinate  branch  of  *his 
Government  to  offer  an  amendmeit  prohibiting 
the  gentlemen  constituting  the  Committee  on 
Police  of  this  blanch  of  the  Government, 
and  depriving  them  of  the  right  to  say 
who  in  *  their  wards  shall  have  the  soup, 
and    who  are  the  proper  persons    to   whom   tbe 


soup  shall  be  delivered.  Nevertheless,  sir,  the 
poor  are  hungiy.  The  poor  were  never  so 
poor  within  tny  recollection  as  they  are  today,  were 
never  so  needy,  neve)  sohungry,  never  so  much  in 
want  of  this  poor  boon,  this  poor  bounty,  which 
the  city  by  law  has  tbe  right  to  give  them  ;  and  in 
or.-er  that  they  shall  not  be  delayed  one  hour,  nor 
one  day.  nor  one  week,  not  even  one  single  moment 
fuom  receiving  this  bounty,  I  shall  propose  that 
this  branch  concur  wito  the  honoiable  Board  of 
Aldermen.  Ho  never  small,  however  mean  I  may, 
in  my  own  judgment,  consider  it,  I  hope  this 
boaro  will  unanimously  cor.cur,  so  that  tbe  poor 
shall  be  hungry  no  longer.  I  therefore  move  that 
this  body  concur  in  that  amendment,  for  the  pur- 
pose ann  tor  the  reasons  which  I  have  stated. 
Tbe  Council  concurred  in  the  amendments. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  for  a    transfer  fiom    "salary    of   patrol- 
men," in  Porice  appropriation  of  $500  to  "feeding 
prisoners,"  and  $300  to  "horse  and  carriage  hire. 
Passeo  in  concurrence — yeas  54,  najs  0. 

Order  for  a  contract  for  water  pipes  atio  appur- 
tenances for  ordinary  work  during  the  next  finan- 
cial year,  at  a  cost  not  to  exceed  $50,000.  Passed — 
yeas  54,  nays  0.    Sent  up. 

Order  for  a  transfer  of  $2500  from  "main  pipes 
in  Boston  proper,  South  and  East  Boston,  Roxbu- 
ry  and  Dorchester,"  to  the  appropriation  for 
Chestnut  Hill  Drive  fay.  Passed— yeas  54,  nays  0. 
Sent  up. 

Order  to  tia:sfer  trom  item  for  "paiotina  and 
glazing,"  in  the  appropriation  for  Public  Build- 
ings, $2000,  to  item  lor  "new  heating  apparatus 
and  repairs  of  old."  Passeo,  m  concurrence — yeas 
54,  uay=  0. 

Repoi  t  aud  order  to  trarsfer  from  W  iter 
Works  $50,000,  to  bs  added  to  appiopriatiocs  for 
Paving,  etc.  Passed,  in  concurrence — yeas  54, 
nays  0. 

Report  and  order  to  transfer  within  the  appro- 
priation for  Board  ot  Health — from  Burial  Grounds 
to  Evergreen  Csmetery,  $1000;  from  New  Urinals 
to  Public  Urinals,  $1000;  from  Abatement  of  Nui- 
sances to  Printing,  $1000.  Pa'seJ.  in  concurrence 
—yeas  54,  nays  0. 

Order  to  appropriate  nor  exceeding  $417.35  for 
concreting  walks  on  Independence  square,  to  be 
tiansfer  ed  from  "Superintendence  and  Labor  on 
Common  and  Public  Grounds."  Passed— yeas  54, 
navs  0.    Sent  up. 

Order  to  transfer  $8570  from  Reserved  Fuudto 
"Soffolk-street  District."  Passed,  in  concurrence 
—yeas  54,  nays  0. 

Orcer  for  payment  of  expenses  incurred  by 
Committee  on  the  Funeral  Ceremonies  of  the  late 
Hon.  Henry  Wilson,  Vice  President  if  the  United 
States,  from  Incidental  Expenses. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9—1  don't  know  but  it  is 
the  usual  •  ourse  to  pass  such  an  order  without 
any  statement  of  the  amount,  but  I  believe  no 
such  statement  has  been  made,  and  I  should  like  to 
know  whattbe  amount  is. 

The  President — There  seems  to  be  no  statement 
in  the  order  as  to  the  amount  of  the  bills. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— The  order  appointing  the 
joint  cpecial  committee  to  attend  the  funeral 
gave  them  no  authority  to  spend  any  money.  I 
think  the  bills  are  only  for  carriages  and  flowers, 
but  I  don't  krow  tbe  amount  or  whether  they  are 
all  in. 

Mr.  Jaques— It  it  be  in  order  tfcea.  I  think  the 
order  should  lie  over  rill  we  can  learn  the  amount. 
I  don't  wish  to  be  particular  about  the  matter, 
but  it  seems  to  be  rather  an  unusual  course  to 
pass  an  order  appropriating  money  without  know- 
ing whether  tbe  amount  is  large  or  small. 

Mr.  Flynn — The  expenses  incurred  were  mainly 
for  decorating  Fantuil  Hall  and  for  carriages.  I 
don't  thiok  the  amount  will  be  over  $700.  but  the 
bills  are  not  all  in.  In  orcer  to  fix  the  matter  up 
this  year  it  was  thought  best  to  have  this  oroer 
passed. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10— I  presume  the  com- 
mittee might  be  able  to  report  in  another  week 
what  the  expenses  weie,  and  it  seems  to  be  a  bad 
plan  to  pass  such  an  order  without  knowing  ihe 
amount.  If  we  do  it  m  one  case  we  shall  have  to 
do  it  iu  another,  and  I  ttiink  the  Council  should 
know  what  they  are  voting  for.  I  move  that  the 
order  lie  upon  tbe  table. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

Order  authorizing  not  exceeding  $1000  to  be  ex- 
pended tor  watering  the  streets  around  the  pub- 
lic grounds  i"  addition  to  the  sum  already  appro- 
priated; to  be  charged  to  "Common  and  Public 
Grounds. 
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Mr.  Sampson  of  Waid  10— I  should  like  to  know 
what  that  order  means. 

Mr.  Cusbing  of  Ward  4 — It  is  to  pay  bills  now 
due  for  watering  the  streeis  about  the  Common 
and  public  grounds.  The  work  was  ordered  by 
the  committee,  and  the  bills,  having  come  in, 
should  be  p  aid,  I  suppose. 

Mr.  Samp-ou— Was  the  work  done  by  contract 
or  by  hiring  people  to  do  it? 

Mr.  Cushing— This  is  no  new  appropriation .  At 
the  first  of  the  year  $2500  were  appropriated  for 
th<*t  purpose,  and  unner  that  order  the  work  was 
contracted  to  be  done.  In  the  absence  of  the 
Chairman  on  the  part  of  tnis  branch  the  order  was 
passed  to  me  to  offer  to  the  Council.  We  have  to 
get  autaority  10  pay  the  bills.  This  thousand  dol- 
lars will  not  all  be  spent  fortbat  purpose  and  none 
of  the  tnonpy  will  bo  spent  for  any  other  purpose. 

Mr.  Sampson— I  piesume  u  is  not  intended  to 
water  the  streeis  this  wvrter, 

Mr.  Cuching— No;  it  is  tor  work  already  done, 
and  the  bids  have  got  to  be  paid. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  was  temporarily  absent 
fiom  tne  meeting  of  the  committee  when  this 
matter  was  passed  upon.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  4  has  well  stated  the  matter.  It  is  no  new 
appropriation  of  mo.iev.  At  the  commencement 
of  the  ye- r  $2500  were  appropriated  for  this  pur- 
pose, and  this  is  simply  ao  order  authorizi eg  the 
committee  to  speud  so  much  of  rbat  money.  It 
comes  in  as  all  such  matters  oo.  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  10  will  understand  that  it  isapait  of 
the  money  originally  appropriated,  and  which,  ac- 
cording to  custom  aud  practice,  has  to  be  passed 
upon  by  the  Council  befor-  the  bills  cau  be  paid. 

Mr.  Sampson— I  would  call  attention  to  the 
wording  ot  tae  order  as  printed  on  the  pro- 
gram in*—" In  addition  to  the  sum  already  appro- 
priated." 

Mr.  Shaw— That  may  be  true.  The  sum  beieto- 
tore  appiopriated  was  a  part  ot  the  $2500,  aod 
this  is  ?nither  pait  of  it. 

The  order  was  oassed— yeas  54,  nays  0.    Sent  up. 

Mt.  Osborne  of  Ward  8  moved  to  reconsider  vote 
for  appointment  of  a  joint  special  committee  to 
nominate  Superintendent  of  Congress-street 
Bridge. 

iMr.  Osborne— My  reason  for  making  the  motion 
is,  that  early  in  the  year  a  joint  committee  was 
appointed  to  uoininatu  superintendents  of  the  va- 
rious bridges,  and  it|seem°!d  to  me  that  this  nomi- 
nation would  more  properly  come  before  thenj. 

Mr.  Tb.acb.t-r  of  Ward  15— Before  introducing 
that  order  I  looked  into  the  mattei  to  see  whether 
I  shou'd  interfere  with  the  business  of  any  other 
committee.  The  committee  appointed  in  thq  early 
paitot  the  year  to  nominate  superintendents  of 
bridges  made  their  report  aud  were  discharged; 
the  ordinance  establishing  :he  office  of  Superin- 
tendent ot  Congress-street  Bridge  wa",  not  in 
existence  -vh<_n  that  committee  reported,  and  ine 
daty  of  iiominating  a  superintendent  would  there- 
fo«e  properly  belong  to  a  new  committee.  In 
making  an  examination  of  this  matter,  I  found 
that  Congress-? rreet  Bridge  would  not  be  opened 
to  the  public  until  sometime  in  the  spin  g,  and  I 
therefore  hone  that  the  raoti  jo  to  recoi.  sider  will 
prevail,  and  that  the  order  will  b*  indefinitely 
postponed. 

The  reconsideration  prevailed,  and  on  motioo  of 
Mr.  Thacher  the  order  wa<  indefinitely  postponed. 

PETITION  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4— Petition  of  Solo- 
mon Hovev  et  al.,  receivers  of  Mutual  Life  Insur- 
ance Co aipany,  to  be  paid  the  premium  due  on 
policy  taken  by  the  city  of  Charlectown.  Referred 
to  Joint  Committee  oti  Claims.    Sent  up. 

RULES  AND  ORDKRS  OF  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Sprague  of  Ward  4  submitted  the  following: 

In  Common  Council,  Dec.  10. 1875. 
The  Committee  on  Rules  and  Orders  on  the  part 
of  the  Council  who  were  instructed  to  inquire  and 
report  whether  any  changes  in  the  present  tuies 
and  orders  are  desnable  or  expedieut,  Dig  leave 
to  report,  that  they  have  carefully  considered  rha 
sobject,  and  would  respectfullv  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  following  orders; 
For  the  Committee, 

Edwin  Sibley,  Chaitman. 

•    Ordered,  That   the   Rules   and    Orders  of    the 
Common  Council  be  amended  as  follows,  viz.: 
Insert  after  section  25  the  follow;ng  saction  : 
"Section  26.    No  person,  except  a  member  of 
the  Council,  shall  be  permitted  to  occupy  the  seat 
of  any  member  while  the  Conncit  is  in  session." 


Amend  section  31  by  adding  at  the  end  thereof 
the  words,  "without  the  consect  of  all  the  mem- 
bers thereof." 

Amend  section  39  by  adding  at  the  end  thereof 
the  words,  "Matters  ot  the  second  ana  thud  class, 
not  giving  rise  to  a  notion  or  oebate,  shall  rirsl  be 
disposed  of  in  the  order  in  which  thay  siand; 
after  which  the  matters  that  weie  passed  over 
shall  be  considered  in  like  ordei  and  disposed  of." 

Insert  after  section  47  the  following  section: 

"Section  48.  When  a  matter  has  o?eo  specially 
assignee!  to  be  taken  up  at  a  fixed  hour,  or  at  a 
certain  stage  of  proceedings,  su eh  matter  shall, 
at  the  time  appointed,  or  at  anv  time  subsequent 
thereto,  during  the  same,  or  succeeding  meetings, 
he  in  order  upon  the  call  of  any  member  and  take 
ptecedence  of  any  otuer  business." 

Amend  section  63  by  striking  out  the  words  "in 
the  majority,"  in  tie  second  line  of  the  pocket 
edition  or  said  Rules  and  Ordeis,  and  inserting  in 
place  thereof  the  words  "with  the  prevailing 
party"  ;  «lso,  by  adding  after  the  w;ord  "meeting," 
in  th«  sixth  line,  the  words  "at  which  such  mo- 
tion shall  fee  in  oioer,  in  the  regular  course  of 
busi  ess." 

Insert  after  section  65  thr,  following  section  : 

"Section  66.  For  the  purposes  of  election,  those 
membeis  sitting  at  the  right  and  left  of  the  Pres- 
dent's  desk  shall  constitute  the  first  division,  and 
of  the  remainder,  those  sitting  at  the  [President'sj 
right  of  the  middle  aisle,  <hall  constitute  the 
second  division,  and  those  at  the  left  of  siio  aisle, 
the  third  division.  In  appointing  committees  to 
collect, sort  and  count  votes,  the  President  shall 
select  one  memoei  from  each  division,  and  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  ea3h  m  tuber  of  the  commit- 
tee to  collect  the  ballots  of  his  own  division." 

Alter  the  numbering  of  tne  sections  in  the 
present  Rules  and  Orders  to  conform  to  the  fore- 
going amendments. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Waid  6 — [The  report  and  order 
not  haying  been  read.]  It  seems  to  me  the  report 
and  order  should  be  printed,  so  that  we  can  com- 
pare the  rules  and  the  amendments  at  leisure, 
and  I  move  that  they  be  laid  on  the  table  and 
printed. 

Mr.  Sprague— The  committee  supposed  that  it 
would  oe  desirable  to  print  them  and  consider 
them  next  Thursday  evening;  but  it  seems  to  me 
that  it  is  not  desirable  to  lay  them  on  the  table, 
because  if  they  are  to  he  adopted  it  is  desuable 
that  it  should  be  done  then,  I  therefore  think  it 
*ould  be  preferable  to  have  the  order  specially 
assigued  to  next  Thursday  evening. 

Mr.  Kimball — I  withdraw  the  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table  and  move  that  the  report  be  printed  and 
specially  assigned  for  next  Thursday  evening  at 
8y2  o'clock. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — It  appears  to  me  that  it 
is  highly  improper  for  us  in  almost  the  dying- 
hours  of  this  bodv  to  adopt  any  rules  and  regula- 
tions for  the  government  or  the  next  Council. 
This  Council  will  adjourn  within  thiee  weeks,  and 
at  the  meeting  of  the  next  Council  they  can  have 
a  Committee  on  Rules  and  Orders  appointed,  and 
then  will  be  the  proper  time  to  consider  the  mat- 
ter. I  move  that  the  report  be  laid  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4— I  beg  leav^  to  differ 
from  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7.  HUving  come 
here  this  year  as  a  nesv  member,  it  is  my  experi- 
ence that,*?  new  Council  does  of  necessity  adopt 
the  rules  of  the  preceding  Council;  and,  there- 
fore, if  th-,re  be  any  time  in  the  year  when 
the  wisdom  of  the  entire  Council  Can  be  given  to 
the  subject  of  rules,  it  is  at  ihe  closa  of  the  year. 
These  rules — I  speak  from  the  fact  of  having  had 
an  op  nortuuity  to  examine  the  proposed  amend- 
ments—seem to  he  amended  in  a  very  judicious 
manner,  and  I  have  no  doubt  they  will  commend 
them-elves  to  the  entire  Council  wben  read  in 
print.  Inasmuch  as  our  sncoessois  will  undoubt- 
edly adopt  the  rules  of  this  Council,  I  tbmk  no 
better  time  can  be  found  than  out  meeting  for 
making  the  changes  required.  I  hope  the  propo- 
sition of  the  gentleman  from  Waid  6  will  be  adopt- 
ed, and  the  amendments  printed,  so  that  the  Coun- 
cil can  understanl  tnem,and  that  we  shall  con- 
sider them  at  out  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  agise  entirely  with  the 
propos'tion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7.  As 
he  says,  the  dyicg  moments  of  this  Council  are  at 
band.  It  is  unprecedented  in  the  history  of  par- 
liamentary bodies— certainty  in  this  State— for  one 
branch  of  this  or  any  other  Government  in  its  dy- 
ing moments,  to  make  roles  and  orders  tor  the  in- 
coming Government.  Less  than  naif  of  the  mem- 
bers ot  the  present  Council  are   reelected    and    it 
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would  be  pieposterous  for  us  to  make  rules  for 
tbe  body  corning  in.  Whatever  may  have  been 
suggested,  or  vvharever  may  have  been  leported, 
can  be  adopred  by  the  incoming  Council,  aud  I 
should,  oppose  anv  proposition  co  take  up  the  time 
of  the  Council  in  considering  amendments  to  the 
rules  of  the  incoming  Council.  It  is  simply  ridicu- 
lous, in  mv  opinion,  if  tb  re  is  any  pat  ticular  point 
whicb  tbe  gentlemen  from  War  is  4  and  6  desite 
to  bring  in  here  to  govern  our  a<  fion,  it  should 
have  been  done  months  ago;  but  it  is  too  late  in 
the  c  ay  to  make  rules  now.  W>  have  but  two 
more  meetings,  ana  I  think  the  matter  should  he 
over  entirely.  Toe  incoming  Couocil  can  make 
its  own  rules,  and  we  should  not  assume  to  oictats 
to  them,  I  hope  the  whole  matter  will  be  thrown 
to  tne  winds. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald— If  «e  adopt  the  amendment  to 
the  rules,  1  con't  think  it  vjiil  be  in  any  spirit  of 
dictation  to  the  next  Council.  I  can  well  see  that 
a  body  which  assembles  on  tbe  first  of  January 
cannot  see  things  that  we  cau  after  an  experience 
of  elevei'  months.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year 
we  appointed  a  committee  on  rules  and  orders, 
and  I  think  today  we  see  many  tbings  in  those 
rules  that  we  would  iot  again  ulace  \i  them  at 
the  b- ginning  of  t'ne  year  if  we  ban  the  accumu- 
laied  experience  that  we  have  tonight.  It  issimolv 
a  matter  of  convenience  for  tbe  next  Council. 
After  eleven  mouths'  experience  we  see  vbac 
drawoack--  there  are  in  ths  rules,  and  I  tLiok  we 
should  alter  ttieni,  if  ws  tbiuk  well  of  the  amend- 
ments proposed,  ano  it  will  n^t  be  incumbent  on 
ths  next  Council  to  adopt  ihem. 

Mr.  Sprague — The  report  is  marie  in  accordance 
with  an  order  of  the  Council  to  cousidei  tor.  sub- 
ject and  repoit  any  cnanges  which  they  might 
deem  expedient,  with  tbe  particular  object  in 
view,  that  if  the  Couocil  of  this  year  had  learned, 
anything  which  it  is  oesirable  to  change,  that 
change  mav  be  incorporated  m  cbe  rules  and  or- 
ders ;  and  then  f  tbe  next  Council  oesire  to  adopt 
any  of  the  improvements  we  have  made,  it 
will  be  in  their  power  to  do  so.  We  certainly  do 
not  dictate  to  ihem,  but  we  ought  to  leave  the 
rules  in  as  perfect  a  shape  as  we  can.  If 
the  proposea  amendments  will  better  the 
tules  to  any  extent,  we  ought  to  leave 
them  in  the  better  shape  for  the  consideration  of 
the  Council  of  next  yeai.  The  chai  ges  proposed 
have  been  suggested  by  various  members  of  the 
Council ;  and  wnetber  they  ate  good  or  not,  I 
hope  they  will  at  least  be  printed  anu  considered 
by  the  members  of  this  Council. 

Mr,  Kimball— One  consideiation,  wbicb  no  one 
has  touched  upon,  ought  to  weigh  with  thi-.  Coun- 
cil in  the  disposition  to  be  made  of  this  report. 
In  September  we  oidered  the  committee  to  exam- 
ine the  roles  and  oroers  and  see  if  any  changes 
were  advisable,  and  it  so  to  report  theui;  and  tbe 
commmse  have  presented  their  report  tonight. 
If  I  bad  supposed  for  one  moment  that  this  dis- 
cussion would  have  aristn,  1  should  not  have  done 
anythi  :g  which  would  have  postponed  the 
consideiation  of  tnis  report.  When  a  com- 
mittee appointed  by  this  body  presents  a  r-port, 
I  think  it  is  courtesy,  not  to  say  common  dece,!  cy, 
at  'east,  to  know  what  the  report  contains  before 
we  kick  it  out  of  doors  or  refer  it  to  the  next  City 
Government.  This  committee  bave  taken  lime  to 
consider  this  subject  and  present  a  repoit,  and  I 
do  hope  that  this  Council  will  at  least,  first,  per- 
mit the  report  to  be  printed  ;  secondly,  that  it  may 
be  assigned  to  some  hour  at  the  next,  meeting  of 
the  Council;  aua  thirdly,  that  the  members  will 
read  it  out  of  >espscf — if  for  nothing  else — to  the 
committee  whom  they  a"ked  to  take  this  matter 
into  consioeiation.  When  a  committee,  under 
the  duection  of  this  body,  examines  a  subject  I 
ibink  the  least  we  can  do  before  disposing  of 
it  is  to  know  what  the  report  contains.  I  hope  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  7  will  not  press  the  motion 
to  lay  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Flynn — I  will  modily  my  motion  and  move 
that  it  be  printed,  so  that  it  an  come  up  next 
Thursday  night. 

Mr.  Kimball— The  chairman  of  the  committee 
has  asked  that  it  be  printed  and  assigned  to  some 
hour  at  tbe  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Flynn — I  will  withdraw  the  motion,  if  there 
is  no  objection. 

Mr.  Shaw — I  have  no  idea  wb?,t  that  repor>  con- 
tains, and  I  have  no  objections  to  its  being  print- 
ed ;  and  I  only  speak  of  it  ai  a  matter  of  princi- 
ple. There  may  be  a  great  deal  of  good  in  it,  but 
the  proper  way  to  do  is  to  pass  it  over  to  the  next 
City  Government,  and  let  that  Govcnment  take 
such  action  as  it  may  see  fit.    I  should  be  glad,  as 


one  member  of  this  Council— aod  being  reelected 
to  tbe  oew  Government— to  know  what  :t  m<>y  be. 
I  should  be  glad  to  bear  from  the  biams  of  the 
eminent  gentleman  trom  Ward  4,  and  to  know 
that  which  he  proposes;  I  should  be  glad  to  read 
it,  oecause  I  have  no  doubt  there  is  guoo  in  it.  I 
speak  of  it  as  a  matter  of  principle,  that  every 
body  should  ma ae  its  own  rules;  but  I  say  it  is 
eutot  order  for  one  body  in  its  dyirg  moments  to 
make  rules  for  another.  Ithiuk  Iknowsome  of  the 
points,  I  think  I  know  the  animus  of  it;  but  the 
details  I  do  uot  know.  I  hope  it  will  he  printed, 
ano  that  we  shall  have  an  oppoitunity  to  learn  it 
by  heart,  so  that  when  we  are  assembled  here  in 
Januaiy,  some  of  us  may  have  so  tin- of  the  ideas 
that  some  others  of  us  have  brought  from  our 
brains  But  I  think  it  would  be  futile  for  ns  to 
t<tke  the  valuable  time  of  this  Council  to  consider 
rules  wbich  shall  bind  tne  government  of  tte  in- 
coming Council. 

The  m 4.0D  to  print  and  specially  assign  to  8% 
P.  M.  prevailed. 

STORAGE  AND  TRANSPORTATION  OF    EXPLOSIVES. 

Mr.  Smith  or  Ward  10,  from  the  Joint  Commit- 
ter on  the  File  D  partment,  who  were  lequssttd 
to  consider  what  additional  legislation  is  necessary 
in  regard  10  the  storage  and  transportation  of  ex- 
plosive compounds,  submitted  a  resort  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  Tj  at  hisH  >northe  Mayor  be  requested 
to  petition  the  General  Court,  at  its  next  session, 
for  the  requisite  legislation  to  empower  the  City 
Council  io  regulate  tbe  storage  and  transportation 
of  gunpowder  aod  of  all  explosive  substances  or 
comnounus  withii  tbe  city  limits. 

Reao  twice  ano  passed.    Sent  up. 

SWETT  STREET. 

On  motio'i  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  tb->  Council 
took  fro  n  the  table  the  report  upon  raising  the 
grade  of  the  New  York  &  New  England  Railroad, 
ano  building  abutments  to  proposed  railroad 
bridge  on  East;  Chester  park  extended  (City  Doc. 
No.  123),  with  an  older  for  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance t  o  provide  tbe  means  therefor. 

Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11— I  move  to  amend  by 
substituting  for  "repoit"  ths  words  "consider  the 
expediency  of  repoiting"  an  order  to  provide  the 
means.  In  referring  subjects  of  this  kind,  to  the 
Finance  Committee  it  is  usually  customary,  I 
thin'i,  to  have  that  phiase  irserted,  which  ap- 
peals to  be  proper  in  a  matter  so  large  as  tnis. 

Mr.  Flynn— There  is  no  objection. 

Mr.  Wilbur— Is  this  to  be  a  special  appropria- 
tion, or  is  it  to  cotce  from  the  appropriation  for 
Building  Swett  Street? 

Mr.  Flynn— It  is  a  special  appropriation. 

Mr.  Parker  of  Ward  14 — I  notice  that  five  dollars 
per  square  of  eight  cubic  vards  are  to  be  paid  for 
filling.  I  think  the  cootract  for  building  Swett 
street  is  for  four  dollars  a  square,  ana  Tshould 
like  to  know  why  they  pay  so  much  more. 

Mr.  Flvno — The  reason  is  that  the  dirt  is  to  be 
brought  in  bv  the  New  York  &  New  England 
Railroad;  the  road  bed  has  got  to  be  displaced, 
and  the  work  cannot  be  done  so  cheaply.  The 
Committee  on  Finance  will  understand  th?^  vhen 
it  is  referred  to  tnem. 

The  amendment  was  adopted  and  the  older  as 
amended  passed.    Sent  up. 

WIDENING  OF  SOUTH  STREET. 

Ou  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Waid  7,  the  Council 
took  from  the  table  the  majority  and  minority  re- 
ports on  the  resolve  and  order  of  the  Stteet,  (Jorn- 
missiorers  tor  the  widening  of  South  stieet  at  an 
adjudged  expense  of  $44,212. 

The  quertion  was  on  the  passage  of  the  resolve 
aud  oroer. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9 — I  hope  this  order  will  not 
be  passed.  The  Committee  on  Streets  gave  this 
matter  a  ve>y  thorough  investigation,  and,  to  be 
sure,  a  majority  are  in  favor  of  passing  it;  but 
when  we  consiaer  that  by  passing  this  order  we 
virtually  pledge  future  city  governments  to  widen- 
ing South  street  to  sixty  feet  from  Summer  street 
to  the  Old  Colony  Railroad,  I  think  it  behooves  us 
to  hesitate  somewhat  before  inaugurating  an  im- 
provement that  will  entail  such  an  expense  upon 
the  city.  A  very  large  amount  of  money  has 
already  been  spent  in  that  portion  of  the  city  for 
widening  streets,  and  none  of  us  will  say  but  that 
the  major  part  of  it  was  judiciously  laid  out;  but, 
considering  the  amount  already  expended  aod  the 
condition  of  business  at  the  present  time,  I  think 
it  would  be  wise  to  hesitate  before  passing  this 
order.  The  expense  estimated  by  the  StreetCommis- 
sioners  is  not  so  large  as  will  be  required  to  carry 
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out  this  improvement,  even  for  this  small  piece  of 
land  taken.  The  commissioners  told  the  commit- 
tee that  the  party  owniog  tbe  estate  objected  to 
the  award.  It  leaves  him  only  356  feet  of  his 
esiate  and  he  will  contest  the  award  »hich  com- 
missioners have  made.  1  think  that  sixty  feet  is 
much  wider  chan  u  is  necessary  to  make  that 
stieet.  Lincoln  street,  which  is  also  used  as  an 
avenue  to  those  aepots,  is  only  fifty  feet  wide; 
and  when  we  remember  that  there  are  many  other 
streets  of  the  same  width  which  are  as  much 
use  l  as  this  is  or  will  be  for  many  vears,  I 
believe  that  if  it  is  necessary  to  widen  at  all, 
fiftv  feet  will  be  sufficient.  Tu'at  width  win  s»r  rve 
all  the  uecessa;y  purposes  for  a  great  many  vears, 
and  to  widen  to  six^y  feet,  as  contem plated  bv  the 
Commissioners,  will  take  15.562  ieet,  ana  when 
they  were  before  the  commitree  I  aske<i  what  the 
estimated  expense  of  widening  che  street  from 
one  end  fo  the  other  would  be,  and  chey  told  me 
$20  a  foot  for  damages  to  land  and  buildiags, 
which  would  amount  to  $311,240,  exclusive  of  this 
piece  taken  on  the  corner.  A  majori  y  of  the 
Committee  will  say  the  Council  are  already  pledged 
to  this  measute  by  the  widening  at  the  i  ornei  of 
Kueeland  and  South  streets  chiecily  opposite  the 
Old  Colony  Railroad,  or  at  the  corner  of  Beach 
street,  I  don't  remeatbsr  which;  but  chat  was  a 
very  small  tract,  and  I  for  one  did  not  thiak  of 
the  expense  it  would  entail  of  widening  the 
st  eet  to  sixty  feet.  I  am  of  toe  opinion  that  it 
would  be  oetter  to  wait  (ill  next  year  adea^tsor 
if  this  widening  is  necessary,  to  make  it  fifty  feet. 
I  move  to  refer  the  matter  to  the  next  City  Coun- 
cil. 

Mr.  PeaboDyof  Ward  9—1  hope  the  motion  of 
my  colleague  will  prevail.  It  is  time  for  those 
wuo  have  the  imeiest3  of  the  citv  of  Bostoo  in 
Charge  to  be  very  slow  and  cautious  in.  entering 
upon  any  more  expensive  schemes  for  street  wid- 
ening. Trie  limit  at  which  the  citv  can  borrow 
money,  except  for  purposes  of  water,  lias  been 
just  about  reached,  and  I  believe  tbat  if  the  as- 
sessed valuation  of  real  estate  in  Boston  was  re- 
duced to  its  actusi  i  market  v alue  a  t  pressi  t,  the  lim- 
it of  our  municipal  indebtedness  would  be  reached, 
or  perhaps  exceeded.  Therefore  any  schemes 
for  street  widening  which  would  now  be  inau- 
gurate d  must  be  paid  for  bv  taxation,  and  tue  citi- 
zens will  feel  it  vory  severely.  I  am  not  prepared  to 
say  that  I  oppose  this  one,  but  I  do  'eel  that  every 
such  project  should  be  examined  with  care  in  all 
respects,  ample  time  oeiug  taken  i or  the  purpose. 
Perhaps  through  my  oid  carelessness,  I  know 
nothing  about  this  subject,  and  i  fancy  that  many 
gentl- men  sunounding  or-:  are  in  the  same  posi- 
tion; but  I  nope  *e  shall  all  havo  ample  time  to 
loot  into  it  and  know  about  it.  At  first  glance  it 
seems  to  me  that  Lincoln  street,  which  is  very 
wiuf ,  might  pei  haps  be  a  better  thoroughfare  than 
South  street,  but  1  don't  pretend  to  make  the  sug- 
gestion at  this  momtiit- only  to  say,  let  us  take 
ample  time  to  consider  this  matter.  I  hope  it  will 
be  lefened  'o  the  next  City  Government. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  9 — What  is  the  condition 
of  this  land  no  v?  Is  it  occuoiea  by  a  building  or 
is  its  owner  waiting  for  a  permit  to  build  one?  If 
be  is  waiticg  I  think  we  had  better  vote  it  down 
than  refer  it  to  the  next  City  Couocil.  Like  my 
colleague,  I  am  cpposed  to  these  projects  for 
street  wioenings.  If  this  is  vacant  land  I  hope 
the  matter  win  b«  settled  conignt,  that  the  owner 
may  not  be  hampered  in  any  improvement  he 
may  contemplate. 

Mr.  Flynn  —  ThiG  matter  has  been  before  the 
Council  for  the  last  lhree  or  four  weeks.  The  gen- 
tleman who  owns  che  land  gave  notice  to  the  In- 
spector of  Buildings  that  he  intended  to  pat  up  a 
building  there,  and  the  Stieet  Commissioners  gave 
the  owner  i  otice  not  to  proceed  any  f  u.  ther.  He  has 
made  lat  ge  contracts  acd  is  ready  to  put  up  a  fine 
building.  The  nrooe/ty  is  taxed  by  the  Assessors 
at  $26  a  toot,  and  all  the  Commissioners  give  him 
is  $28,  while  on  the  other  comer  they  allowed  a 
party  $30  a  foot.  The  owner  proposes  to  put  up  a 
building  costirg  $35,000  oi  $40,000,  ano  if  the  city 
is  ready  to  wait  and  pay  for  that  building  they 
can  do  so.  It  is  desirable  tbat  the  ciiy  should  set- 
tle the  matter  at  once. 

Mi.  Kelly— fhe  gentleman  owning  that  piece  of 
land  has  bad  p'ans  drawi>,  and  mechanics  have 
figured  upon  the  contract,  and  I  know  be  had  an 
order  from  the  city  to  stop  that  building.  This 
summer  he  roie  down  a  temporary  shop  built 
there  after  the  fire,  when  the  old  building  was 
burned,  and  he  intended  to  put  up  a  first-class 
store  there;  but  he  was  stopped  on  account  ot  the 
proposed  widening  of   the  street.    He   felt  very 


bad  about  it,  as  the  contract  was  about  to  be 
awarrfed. 

Mr.  Flvnn— This  does  n't  require  a  tew  loan,  as 
it  is  to  be  charged  to  the  appropiiation  already 
made  for  laying  out  acid  widening  streets. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9— If  it  is  desuab'e  to  take 
action  now,  I  hope  w«  sbalJ  vote  against  passing 
this  orde< .  I  would  rather  run  the  risk  jf  being 
compelled  to  pay  an  additional  price,  which  might 
he  induced  by  the  erection  of  this  building,  than 
to  iuu  the  risk  of  being  compelled  towidei  the 
street  by  putting  in  thejecterrcg  wtdge. 

Mi.  Flvnn— We  have  already  commenced  to 
widen  the  stieet  at  the  corner  of  Beach  and  South 
street- to  a  width  of  sixty  feet.  The  widening 
has  actually  commenced. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6 — I  am  afraid  we  shall 
make  a  mistake  if  we  reject  this  order  at  p  -esent. 
As  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  says,  the  City 
Government  has  commenced  to  widen  that,  street, 
which  is  generally  admitted  to  be  required  for 
the  purpose  of  business.  One  large  crner  has 
been  tak-n  off  and  the  work  of  to  idem  g  has  de- 
cidedly commenced.  Now  it  so  happens  that  an- 
otner  laige  con  er  ouildlng  is  oown  and  we  caa 
take  the  land  very  much  cheapei,  of  course,  than 
if  there  was  an  elegant  building  upon  it.  It  is  a 
first-class  corner  and  :■  o  ooubt  an  elegant 
building  will  be  put  ther  ,  and  it  is  a 
very  narrow  street.  Perhaps  an  attempt 
may  have  been  made  to  widen  it  too 
much;  but  I  lupposeo  it  was  settled  that  the 
street  as  it  stands  today  was  too  narrow  and  has 
got  to  be  widened  sometime.  The  wiiening  has 
been  begun,  and  it.  ,-eems  to  me  we  shall  make  a 
great  mistake  in  not  cariying  out  dn  in  prove- 
in  en  t  that  has  in  one  sense  been  determined  upon. 

Mi .  Page— I  cope  the  Council  will  not  allow  this 
small  widerirg  at  i  he  corner  of  Beach  street  to 
mislead  thtm  or  warp  their  judgment.  I  oon't 
considei  that  as  sufficient  to  warrant  the  Council 
to  pledge  themselveE  to  widen  the  entire  street 
to  a  depth  of  one  huudreii  feet.  That  is 
the  poorest  part  of  the  street,  and  it  the 
cheap  building  upon  it  remains  as  it  is  now  it  will 
be  no  damage  to  any  one.  It  ic  occupied  as  a 
liquor  stoie,  anei  it  will  be  no  detriment  to  allow 
tt  to  remain  as  it  is.  But  if  =ve  widen  on  the  cor- 
ner of  Summer  street  it  will  be  objectionable  to  the 
abutttrs  in  tb  i  vicinity.  It  will  leave  a  disagree- 
able jog,  the  place  will  be  a  receptacle  for  all 
sorts  of  teams,  and  of  course  we  shall  get  no  bet- 
teiment.  If  tbis  builomg  is  erected  as  contem- 
plated, the  taxes  received  from  it,  together  with 
the  interest  of  the  money  necessary  to  widen  the 
street,  will  more  than  make  up  any  extra  expeuse 
for  damage  to  the  building.  I  have  devoted  a 
considerable  amouit  of  time,  since  this  matter 
came  before  the  Committee  on  Streeis,  in  visiting 
this  neighboi hood.  I  have  noticed  the  condition 
of  the  street,  te  s-e  whether  it  i« crowded.  1  have 
been  there  at  diff  • rent  houis  of  the  day,  and  navfc 
never  seen  the  time  when  there  was  trouble  od 
account  of  tbe  passage  of  teams,  ami  IJiave never 
seen  a  block  there.  I  nave  consulted  the  occu- 
pants of  the  store  in  the  vicinity,  and  they 
confirm  the  idea  that  there  are  no  blocks 
there,  and  in  'heir  judgment  there  is  not  the 
slightest  necessity  for  widening  the  street.  If 
that  is  so,  it  seems  to  me  we  should  hesitate  be- 
fore virtually  pleagmg  future  City  Governments 
to  wider  this  street  to  sixty  f-et  its  entire  length. 
I  think  the  city  will  gain  rather  than  lose  by  re- 
jecting this  order  and  non-concurring  with  tbe 
S+reet  Commissioners,  and  letting  futute  City 
Governments  decide  whether  it  is  necessary  to 
widen  the  street  to  sixty  or  fifty  feet.  Lmcoln 
street  is  fifty  feet  wide,  and  I  tbmk  it  sufficient- 
ly wide;  and  when  w~  consider  that  many 
streets,  more  travelled  than  this,  a>e  not  more 
than  ti fty  feet  wide,  it  seems  to  me  that  that  will 
be  width  enough.  Devonshire  street,  be- 
tween Water  and  State  streets,  is  much 
more  travelled  than  South  street  is  or  will  be  for 
macy  yeats,  ano.  it  is  only  forty-three  feet  wide. 
My  colleague  [Mr.  Moriison]  has  suggested  that 
this  matter  ought  to  be  settled,  iu  order  that  the 
parties  owning  the  land  can  erect  the  building 
immediately.  :  have  no  objection  to  settling  it 
tonight,  if  the  Council  have  had  sufficient  tim*.  to 
investigate  it  I  sboula  be  quite  willing  '„o  have 
tbe  matter  settled  upon  its  merits  at  once,  and  let 
it  be  decided  whether  we  shall  pass  or  reject  tbe 
order.  It  seems  to  me  that  that  will  be  the  better 
way  to  do.  I  feel  that  the  city  would  not  be 
harmed  by  delay.  1  would  withdraw  my  motion 
to  refer,  and  move  that  we  non-concur  with  the 
Street  Commissio;  ers  in  the  passage  of  the  order. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


Mr.  Parker  of  W?rd  14  suggested  a  recess  in  or- 
der to  look  at  the  plans,  but  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Flynn  the  subject  was  specially  assigned  to  eight 
o'clock  P.  M.  next  Thursday. 

Mr.  Pa^e  expressed  the  hope  tnat members  will 
visit  the  location  during  the  week  and  see  if  there 
is  a  necessity  for  the  widening. 

THE  YORKTOW.IN    MEMORIAL. 

iyr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5-1  move  to  take  from  the  ta- 
ble the  order  for  the  Mayoi  to  petition  Congress  for 
an  appropriate  commemoration  of  the  last 
battlefield  ot  ib^  Revolution,  at  Yorktowu,  Va., 
(City  Doc.  No.  119).  I  desire  to  say  lb  -.t  I  had  the 
honor,  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  council,  to  move 
that  this  document  lie  upon  the  table.  I  do  not 
know  whether  I  am  in  tavor  of  it  or  noi.  I  •stated 
to  tt?e  Council  that  it  was  a  matter  of  history 
which  perhaps  it  might  be  well  to  erpetuate,  and 
therefore  I  thought  it  would  be  b  st  not  to  in- 
definitely postpone  the  subject.  Atthe request  of 
some  of  its  friends  I  have  now  maoe  the  motion 
to  have  the  matter  taken  from  tbe  table,  in  older 
that  they  may  present  tbe  matter  properly  tc  the 
Council.  I  should  be  glE.d  to  bear  i  heir  reasoas 
for  it,  ano  I  presume  they  will  state  thetu. 
The  oro'er  was  taken  trom  the  table. 
Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6— I  had  nor,  intended  to 
say  anything  upon  this  subject.  The  document, 
as  it  seems  to  roe,  contained  everytahig  that 
Should  be  said  to  the  Council  in  better  terms, 
perhaps,  than  I  could  state  it.  The  Coun- 
cil will  remember  that  in  June  a  communi- 
cation was  presented  to  us,  which  I  had 
the  honor  to  offer,  coming  from  bis  Honor  the 
Mayor,  containing  a  letter  from  Hon.  George  Ban- 
croft, priated  in  this  report,  suggesting  that  as 
Charlestown,  where  the  first  battle  of  tbe  Revolu- 
tion was  fought,  was  now  «vithia  the  limits  of  the 
city  ot  Boston,  it  was  pioper  and  becoming  that 
the  city  of  Boston  should  take  the  initiative  in  pe- 
titioning Congress  to  fulfil  tue  promise  which 
they  made  in  refeience  to  the  erection  of  a  monu- 
ment at  Yorktowu,  tbe  scene  of  the  last  battle  of 
tbe  Revolution.  Tbe  committee  in  their  "eport 
have  set  forth  the  resolve  as  passed  by  Congress 
containing  the  promise  which  they  made  to  erect 
this  monument  at  Yorktown.  It  seemed  to  the 
committee  thai  there  w.-s  no  reason  why  we  bhould 
not  accede  to  the  request  of  a  former  citizen  of 
Massachusetts  to  take  the  iniiative  io  this  mat- 
ter, and  uiijg  this  mattei  before  Congress  in  a 
ptoper  shape  foi  its  action,  inasmuch  as  it  in- 
volves no  expense  to  the  city.  I  trust  that 
the  Council  will  accept  tbe  recommenda- 
tion of  the  committee  without  going  into 
any  lengthy  argument  as  to  the  desirability 
of  urging  upon  Congiess  the  ere  jtiorr-of  this  mon- 
ument in  a  State  with  which  we  have  heretofore 
been  at  variance.  I  hope,  sir,  that  the  Council 
will  without  delay— althougn  I  should  be  very 
happv  to  bear  any  genilema  <  wno  desires  to 
speak  upon  The  subject,  if  thee  are  no  more 
formidable  objections  t">  it  than  the  subsequent 
tulfiluoei  t  of  the  pledge  of  the  Go /erurne  ii— urge 
upon  Congress  the  proj  nety  of  fulfilling  this 
plenge.  whatever  orh<  r  pledges  may  be  broken  at 
orhet  times. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— With  this  brief  explana- 
tion I  certainly  shall  vote  in  favor  of  tbe  proposi- 
tion.   1  hope  it  will  be  carried. 

Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11— This  is  a  subject  on 
which  very  much  patriotic  thought  might  be 
brought  out,  but  I  certainly  trust  that  we  shall 
not  do  anything  of  the  kind.  It  seeuus  to  me,  sir, 
that  Congress  has  sufficient  burdens  upon  its  shoul- 
ders at  tbd  present  time ;  and  just  now  I  understand 
tnat  it  is  the  purpose  of  the  French  people 
to  erect  a  very  large  statue  in  New  York 
Harbor,  to  be  made  of  broaze,  250  feet 
high,m  commemoration  of  tbe  victories  achieved 
by  the  combined  forces  of  the  Americans  and  the 
French.  Now,  it  would  be  verv  inappropriate  for 
Congress  to  oo  anytbiag  ot  this  kind  as  an  offset 
of  this  generous  aciioo,  without  doir.g  so  ■  ethiag 
equally  as  well.  It  would  probably  occasion  an 
expenditure  of  a  very  large  sum  of  money,  possi- 
bly half  a  million,  and  an  aopropnatioo  would 
be  needed  which  there  is  not  the  slight- 
est probability  Congress  would  mate.  It 
also  sems  to  mp  unnecessary  for  per- 
soss  to  make  demands  that  will  undoubtedly 
be  refused;  we  should  place  ourselves  in  a  very 
humiliating  position  by  doing  anything  of  tbe 
kind.  I  trust,  therefore,  we  snail  not  entet  into 
any  such  business. 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6—1  hope,  sir,  most  heartily, 
that  this  resolve  will  pass.  It  is  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent a  matter  of  sentiment.    It  is  a  matter  of 


excellent  sentiment,  a  matter  of  patriotism, 
and  I  am  sutpiised  to  hear  a  gentleman  uige 
that  because  France  proposes  to  do  something  in 
honor  of  bee  connection  with  the  United  States  in 
the  securing  of  its  lioerties  and  maintaining  them, 
that  we  as  American  citizens  should  refrain,  be- 
cause we  may  not  do  something  on  so  magnificent 
a  scale.  Now,  sir,  the  Mayor  in  his  communica- 
tion nas  said  very  properly  that  it  would  be  a  fit- 
ting sequel  to  the  great  celebration  that  we  had 
on  the  Sbventeenth  of  June— one  ot  those  divi- 
dends, Mr.  President,  wnich  1  bad  the  honor  to  as- 
sure the  Council  we  should  receive  and  which  we 
have  received  tor  the  manv  past  Fourth  of  July 
celebrations,  the  spread-eagleism  whicn  we  t.a^e 
placed  oefore  our  children  or  which  we  have  had 
placed  befoi  ■  us  when  we  wore  children, 
Now,  sir,  this  resolve  carls  for  no  expenditure 
of  money.  It  calls  from  us  as  citizens  of 
Boston,  as  residents  of  the  city  where  the  first 
great  struggle  for  ournationa'  independence  took 
place,  to  ask  the  national  Congress  to  redeem  the 
pledge  maue  to  mark  the  spot  made  hist  Tical  by 
the  surrender, of  the  Writish  forces  to  our  Govern- 
ment, which  marken  the  acnievement  of  our  inde- 
pender  ce,  by  raising  some  fitting  memorial 
as  none  now  exists  there.  As  American  citizens 
we  all  know  that  we  ought  to  have  such  a  memo- 
rial, a  fitting  indication  of  where  this  great  historic 
event  in  tha  history  ot  our  nation  took  place. 
And,  sir,  furthermore,  if  we  do  doc  take  this  step 
in  regard  to  calling  the  attention  of  Congress  to 
this  pledge,  it  may  be  |that  the  city  ot  Salem 
will  doit,  or  that  toe  city  of  Lynn  will  oo  it,  or 
perhaps  the  ciizens  of  Hull  will  get  up  a  memo- 
rial, and  how  would  the  citizens  of  Boston  feel 
then?  By  passing  this  order  we  simply  give  Con- 
gress a  reminder  of  its  pledge.  Congress  in  its 
mature  deliberation  may  oecide  that  it  will  not 
fulfil  its  pledge.  They  may  decide  that  they  will 
make  no  appiopnan'on  of  money.  But  toe  citi- 
zens of  Boston,  the  City  Government  of  Boston, 
will  have  done  their  pacrwuc  duty  in  calling  the 
attention  of  Congress  to  it.  Therefore  b»t 
ns,  as  it  were,  aao  one  more  bricu  in  the 
historic  edifice,  the  more  perfesf.  union  we  are 
building  in  our  country,  and  as  agracef  ul  act  from 
the  City  Government  of  a  Northern  city  which 
will  ceitaii  ly  be  appreciated  by  the  City  Govern- 
ments ol  our  fellow  citizens  in  Southern  cities.  I 
say  it  is  a  simple  aci;  of  generous  sentiment— a 
generous,  act  which  will  oe  thoroughly  ap- 
preciated by  our  countrymen  in  other  cities. 
It  is  apattiotic  act,  a^d  one  which  I  should  think 
would  not  arouse  a  single  argument  or  objec- 
tion against  it. 

Mr.  Howes  of  War  I  11— Personally,  sir,  I  qo  not 
think  I  should  feel  very  much  humiliated  to  bear 
that  the  citizens  of  Hull  had  presented  a  petition 
to  Congress  to  have'  this  pledge  fulfilled.  It  would 
not  grieve  ine  a  great  cleaJ.  I  should  recommend, 
if  this  petitio.i  wete  passed,  that  just  before  it 
was  presented  to  Congress  the  gentlemen  pi°- 
sentirg  it  pas>  by  the  mootiment  contemplated  in 
the  area  some  distance  trom  tho  ca  Jitol,— the  un- 
finished Washington  Monument.  When  the  Con- 
gress of  tbe  United  States  sees  fit  to  appropriate 
mo'fcyfor'h.9  erection  of  a  m on unient  io  com- 
memoration of  the  Father  of  our  country— when 
that  is  finished,  it  tvill  be  a  fitting  time  to  present 
this  petition. 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  0— All  that  may  be  very  true, 
sir,  hut  in  the  course  of  religion  if  we  do  not  con- 
tinue to  prav  because  all  our  pr<ty  rs  are  i.ot 
granted,  we  will,  with  very  gooa  cause,  ask  our- 
selves whera  we  s  lall  be  as  religious  men.  I  think, 
notwithstanding  the  Washington  Monument  is 
a  failure,  it  we  call  their  attention  to  this  it  may 
have  a  good  effect  and  therefore  I  think  that  ob- 
jection may  oe  very  effectually  disposed  of.  lean- 
not  agree  with  my  friend  when  he  says  that  it 
would  not  cause  him  anyregrei  if  tbe  people  of 
Hull  s-hould  take  this  up  and  send  a  petition  to 
Washington  insiead  of  the  city  of  Boston.  I  have 
a  little  bit  of  Boston  on  the  brain,  if  I  may  be  al- 
lowed so  *"o  express  myself,  tna  a  little  bit  of  old 
Boston  patriotism  in  my  veins,  and  I  would  rath- 
er see  this  petition  sent  from  Boston,  tue  scene  of 
the  first  struggle  forindepenaence,  than  from  any 
other  place  at  some  oistance  from  it. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— Mr.  President,  pride  of 
country  would  induce  me  to  have  that  monument 
built  at  old  Plymouth,  where  the  Pilgrims  lauded. 
Pride  of  country  would  deter  me  from  raising  my 
voice  agaiost  any  such  thing  as  that.  Let  me 
read  an  extract  from  the  letter  of  Hon.  Mr.  Ban- 
croft, whom  everybody  in  Massachusetts  knows, 
to  bis  Honor  the  Mayor: 
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"The  counterpart  of  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill 
is  found  at  Yorktown.  Our  people  retired  from 
Bunker  Hill  after  a  glorious  and  effective  resist- 
ance; the  victory  at  Yorktowo,  achieved  bv  the 
united  foices  of  Virginia,  New  England  and  the 
intermediate  Stales,  pnd  our  heroic  a  d  generous 
allies,  was  the  signal  for  the  enemy  to  retire  from 
the  uni  atmai  conflict  wnich  they  had  provoked; 
so  that  the  giving  up  of  the  sword  of  the  British 
commander,  and  the  suirender  of  bis  army  to  the 
great  Virgii.ian,  the  great  American,  the  be?t 
representative  of  his  country  and  his  century, 
was  happily  the  perfected  triumph  of  peace.  The 
one  great  evert  was  completed  by  the  other. 
On  Bunker  Hill  you  have  raised  the  commemora- 
tive column  and  statute.  On  the  29th  of  October, 
1781.  Congress  oledged  to  the  victorious  army,  to 
Franc,  to  America,  to  the  world,  that  the  nation 
should  build  at  Yorktown  a  monument  of  marble, 
with  emblems  of  our  great  alliance,  to  Keep  fresh 
m  memory  the  all-decisive  successes  w.iich  had 
been  achieved." 

That  ^endmect,  sir,  is  a  glorious  one,  which. 
eTery  Amencn  citizen  should  lay  solid  and  sure 
within  the  foucdatia  as  of  his  heart.  I  tru-t,  sir, 
Ihat  no  gentleman,  a  member  of  this  Council,  will 
be  unpatriotic  enough  or  in.n»(ional  enough  to 
sav  yes  to  this  proposition 

The  question  was  on  oroering  the  order  to  a  sec- 
ond reading,  and  Mr.  Clark  of  Ward  15  offered 
the  following  amundment: 

Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  for- 
ward a  C'>py  of  this  order  with  the  proceedings  of 
this  City  Government  toereou,  to  the  various  city 
governme nts  of  toe  State  of  Virginia. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Wani  5—  lam  reminded  by  my  friend 
[Mr.  Howes]  that  I  made  what  may  be  called 
a  bull— tha'  I  Saul  yes  when  I  snould  have  -aid  no. 
I  thank  him,  sir,  for  correcting  roe.  He  is  always 
my  mentor.  Whatever  I  saia,  everybody  knows 
ruy  sentiment,  everybody  ki.ows  what  I  mean. 

Mi.  Guild  of  Ward  6—1  should  thiuk  it  would  be 
prouer  to  act  upon  this  amendment  as  a  separate 
order. 

Mr.  Clark  of  Ward  15—1  withdraw  my  amend- 
ment. 

The  order  for  the  petition  to  Congress  wa«  then 
passed  to  a  second  leading. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Wara  6 — As  there  has  been 
some  debate  upon  this  question  and  some 
opposition  to  the  passage  of  the  ordec, 
and  as  a  simple  vote  taken  in  the 
usual  wav  would  not  show  the  sentiment  of  the 
Council,  and  as  it  might  be  inferred  that  fie  op- 
position is  very  much  larger  than  it  is,  I  bone  that 
when  the  vote  is  taken  it  will  be  tafceo  by  a  rising 
vote  and  the  number  of  yeas  and  nays  declared. 

The  -rder  was  then  nassed  by  a  vote  of  41  to  2, 
Messrs.  Hof  es  of  Ward  11  aud  Whitmore  of  Wara 
4  voting  in  the  negative. 

Subsequently  Mr.  Clark  of  Ward  15  offered  the 
following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  for- 
ward to  the  various  city  governments  o  the  State 
ot  Virginia  tha  i  eport  of  the  Special  Committee 
on  the  Yorktowo  Memorial  ana  the  proceed^ gs 
of  the  City  Government  thereon. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6 — I  teally  hope  that  order 
will  not  be  passed,  because  it  will  seem  as  though 
we  were  making  brag  of  our  patriotism  and 
calling  the  attention  of  the  citizens  of  Virginia  to 
our  goodness. 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6—1  bave  been  Poking  at  the 
order  we  have  just  passed  and  it  seems  to 
me  this  would  possibly  be  done  without  the  pas- 
sage of  this  order.  The  last  three  or  four  lines  of 
the  order  passed  read  as  follows  : 

"And  that,  in  aid  of  tne  petition,  the  assistance 
of  the  various  city  governments  of  oui  sister  State 
of  Virginia  be  and  the  same  hereby  is  confidently 
solicited." 

It  would  seem  that  in  accordance  with  this  part 
of  the  order  this  peticion  and  proceedings  would 
be  forwarded  to  the  citv  governments  of  Virginia. 
However,  it  this  makes  it  sure,  I  would  very  will- 
ingly vote  tor  it. 

Mr.  Clark  of  Ward  15—1  i  nought  the  first  order 
did  not  go  quite  far  enough,  and  for  that  reason  I 
offered  this. 

Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11— I  think  the  forwarding 
of  that  ordtr  and  the  proceedi  fs  of  the  Citv 
Council  would  hardly  give  them  a  definite  idea  of 
what  the  Council  wish  to  do. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward 6—  When  I  made,  my  re- 
marks I  was  nor  aware  of  the  lost  lines  of  the  re- 
solve.   I  wish  to  retract  my  remarks. 

Mr.  Kimball  ot  Ward  6—1  no  not  wish  to 
raise    any    opposition      to     this    order,     but   I 


would  simply  suggest  whether  the  document 
would  not  naturally  oe  sent  by  the  Mayor 
to  the  various  ciy  governments  of  Virginia, 
in  ordet  that  they  might  take  some  actio;;  joining 
with  us  in  that  petition;  and  v/h-"her  in  sending 
that  peticiOG  and  asking  .hem  to  join  us  would 
Dot  be  snfrAcient  without  any  special  order  requir- 
ing the  Mayor  to  send  a  copy  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  two  branches  of  the  Cito  Government  in  re- 
gard to  the  matter. 

Mr  Parker  of  Ward  14—1  would  ask  whether 
that  older  would  carry  the  proceedings  of  the 
year  ? 

Mr.  Clark  of  Ward  15 — I  think  if  the  gentleman 
would  read  it,  he  would  find  tta.su  it  would  ootbe 
so  understood.  I  caucor,  see  any  impro- 
priety in  passing  the  ordei.  I  think  It  would  show 
these  cities  why  we  ask  Congress  to  erect  that 
monument,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Bancroft, 
wtao  is  an  old  citizen  of  Massachusetts,  and  it  be- 
ing centennial  year.  I  think  the  whole  matter  was 
originated  in  a  patriotic  feeling. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— It  seems  to  me  that  an  or- 
der of  that  kind  is  not  necessary.  I  think  the 
matter  should  be  left  entire'v  witi  the  Mavor,  as 
mattsis  of  that  kind  are,  without  any  suggestion 
from  the  City  Council.  I  hope  the  order  will  be 
withdrawn. 

Mr.  Clark  of  Ward  15—1  withdraw  the  orcer. 

THE    CITY  CHARTER. 

The  substitute  resolve  and  order  for  ihs  draft 
of  the  new  city  charter  came  do  wo  among  tha  pa- 
pers from  the  other  bra  ich,  with  the  reference  of 
the  whole  subject  to  the  next  City  Cou  cil. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Howe*  of  Ward  11,  the  Coun- 
cil concurred  in  the  refere:  ce. 

Later  in  the  session,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whit- 
more of  W  jrd  4,  the  resolves  relating  to  tenure  of 
office  of  the  members  of  the  City  Council,  etc., 
(Printea  City  Doc.  No.  69.  1875),  were  t,nk°n 
from  the  table,  Mr.  Whitmore  stating  that  he  de- 
sired to  clear  the  docket,  and  he  movel  that  it  be 
referred  to  the  next  Cicv  Council. 

Mr.  Ja,ques  of  Ward  9  moved  an  1  definite  post- 
ponement of  the  resolves,  as  that  course  had  been 
taken  tu  regard  to  the  charter,  which  the  i*s  Ives 
are  intended  to  supersede  to  some  extent.  The 
necessity  fo-  such  a  resolution  may  not  b*  appar- 
ent during  the  next  session,  or  if  it  is,  one  can  be 
drawn  that  would,  perhaps,  better  meet  the  occa- 
sion. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  s^id  the  cha iter  had 
been  referred  to  the  next  City  Council,  and  it 
seemed  proper  that  the  resolves  should  take  the 
same  course. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  Mr.  Kimball  had  exprassed 
his  ideas.  The  charter  hai  been  referred  to  the 
next  Council,  ana  he  hoped  this  trivial  matter 
would  be  treated  in  the  way  oroposeo. 

Mr.  Jaques  sai  '  he  intended  to  say  "referred  to 
fbenexi  City  Council."  3is  allusion  to  the  indefi- 
nite postpone  nent  ot  the  charter  was  a  slip  of  the 
tongue. 

Mr.  Shaw  opposed  au  indefinite  postponement, 
as  this  was  a  collateral  matter  and  should  be  re- 
ferred to  the  next  City  Council  with  the  charter, 
as  that  body  will  be  competent  to  consider  the 
whole  question. 

Mr.  Jaques  saia  his  reason  for  moving  an  indefi- 
nite postponement  '"as  that  the  obvious  inference 
to  o*-  drawn  from  the  reference  is  that  this  Coun- 
cil desires  the  ctaa'tei  to  be  considered  bv  tne 
next  one.  He  was  desirous  of  having  it  go  to  the 
next  Government  unembairassei  by  any  particu- 
lar form  of  substitution. 

Mr.  Sharf  could  not  conceive  how  the  subject 
would  be  embarrassed  by  this  reference.  Give 
everybody  an  opportunity  to  offer  substitutes ; 
and  let  us  give  them  all  the  information  we  can. 

Mr.  Howes  thought  Mi.  Shaw  bad  changed  bis 
mind,  as  he  bad  been  explicitly  against  insti  not- 
ing tne  next  Council. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  he  had  not  used  the  word  in- 
structed. 

Mr.  Howes  said  Mr.  Shaw  opposed  dictating  to 
them.  He  thougot  they  should  be  as  unbiassed  in 
regard  to  the  chainV-r  as  to  fie  rules. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  he  was  opposed  in  toto  to  the 
principle  of  the  resolves,  but  was  willing  to  have 
the  next  Council  consider  them. 

Mr.  Whitmore  understood  from  the  report  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  other  branch  that  the  sub- 
stitute had  been  /ef erred  to  the  next  Council,  and 
asked  for  the  lulmg  of  the  Chair  whether  the 
charter  or  the  substitute  only  was  so  referred. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  said  the  charter  was  the  report 
of  a  committee,  while  the  resolves  were  the  idpas 
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of  one  lnenubei ;  and  he  opposed  forcing  tbe  ideas 
of  one  member  upor  the  next  body. 

Mr.  Whitmore  disclaimed  any  *uch  intention. 
It  was  a  trivial  matter,  and  he  hardly  supposed 
any  one  would  object  to  the  reference. 

Tbe  President  read  the  1  idorseineot  on  the 
charter  papeis,  that  the  whole  subject  had  been 
referred  to  the  nexi  Ci>y  Council. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  be  had  onl\  intended  to  clear 
the  \>rogram.rxie.  He  withdrew  the  motion  to  re- 
fer, anc  on  his  motion  the  resolves  were  indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

MYSTIC  VALLEY  SEWER. 

Mr.  Sweeiser  of  Ward  10— I  move  to  tak^  from 
the  table  the  order  for  a  loan  of  $205,000,  for  the 
construction  of  a  sewer  in  the  Mystic  VallQy,  that 
I  may  wove  to  refer  it  to  the  next  Council.  When 
this  matter  was  introduced  ^bere  were  not  suffi- 
cient members  present  for  several  weeks  to  pass 
this  order.  Then  it  became  too  late  to  spend  the 
money  this  year.  I  therefore  move  to  take  it 
from  the  table,  m  order  that  it  may  be  referred  to 
tbe  next  Council. 

The  order  was  taken  from  the  table  and  re- 
ferred.   Sent  up. 

MILL-STREET  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Mr.Flynn,from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets 
submitted  tbe  following: 

Ordered,  Abat  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Streets  of  the  City  Council  be  aod  they  are 
hereby  authoiized  to  purchase  for  the  widening 
of  Mil  I  street,  in  Ward  24,  and  for  sanita-y  pur- 
poses, of  Franklin  King,  fur  not  exceeding  $13,000, 
his  mill,  with  all  tbe  rights  pertaining  to  it  and 
on  said  Mill  street,  as  shown  substantially  within 
cei  tain  shaded  red  Unes  on  a  plan  made  by  tbe 
City  Surveyor  u-ider  date  of  Sept.  10, 1875,  and  de- 
posited in  hi°  office,  whenever  the  other  abutters 
than  said  Kins:  upon  Mill  Pond  and  the  creek 
called  Smelt  Biook  Creek,  shall  agree  to  said  red 
lines  ou  the  plan  referred  to  as  essentially  the 
boundaries  between  tbe  said  pond  and  creels  and 
th»ir  estates,  the  title  and  agreements  to  be  ap- 
proved  by  the  City  Solicitor,  and  the  expense  of 


said  purchase  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Wider  log  Streets. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16— As  I  am  peitiaps  better 
acquainted  with  that  matter  than  others,  I  would 
explain  that  the  widening  of  Mill  street  is  some- 
thing we  have  been  endeavoring  to  have  done  for 
the  last  four  years,  and  b?  tbe  conditions  of  this 
plan  it  will  be  no  additional  expense  to  the  city. 
It  is  merely  to  fix  tbe  lines  of  the  property,  and 
the  expense  of  purchasing  this  ptoperty  will  not 
be  greater  than  that  of  tikina:  what  the  city  would 
require  for  the  widening  of  the  street.  During 
the  week,  ge  ulemen  will  have  an  opportunity  to 
examine  the  plans  and  see  just  what  the  lines  are. 

Tbe  order  was  passed  to  a  second  leading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Patkei  of  Ward  14  the  Coun- 
cil adjourned. 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

DECEMBER    17,    1875. 


Adjourned  regular  meeting  at  one  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Coairman,  presiding. 

THE  ELECTION  RETURNS. 

Alderman  Stebbins — The  Committee  on  Election 
Returns  are  not  preparpd  to  make  a  report  a(  this 
time,  and  will  ask  foi  further  time.  The  delay  is 
caused  by  the  Cb°rk  of  Ward  10  not  making  the 
returns  required  of  bim  until  within  a  very  few 
minutes,  notwithstanding  that  the  City  Clerk  has 
sent  to  him  repeatedly,  some  five  or  six  times  dur- 
ing the  past  two  days,  to  forward  them  to  City 
Hall. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris,  the  request  was 
granted,  and  on  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  tbe 
Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  four  o'clock 
P.  M. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

DECEMBER    30,    1875. 


Regular  meeting  atfour  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alderman 
Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS    DRAWN. 

Tliirtv-four  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the 
Jaouary  term  of  the  Superior  Coirt,  first  session ; 
and  forty-eight  for  the  cecoud  session  or.  the 
same  court. 

ORDER  OF  NOTICE. 

Tbe  petition  of  William  Elder,  for  leave  to 
maintain  and  use  a  steam  engin9  and  bouer  it 
52Lfveiet1'.  street  was  considered  on  an  order  of 
tiOiice.  No  one  appeareo  to  object  ann  the  peti- 
lion  was  rr 'erred  to  the  Committee  ou  Steam  En- 
gines and  JBoileis. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  Melvin  &  Badger, 
for  leave  to  ma>uiain  a  mortar  at  43  Temole  p'ace. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
Simeon  B.  Smith,  ; or  extension  ol  time  in  *aich 
to  build  on  Albany  ard  Concord  streets. 

To  the  Special  Committee  on  Election  Returns. 
Ancuev  La  e  et  al.,  that  the  baHots  cast  for  War- 
den in  Ward  14  b-  recounted. 

James  O'Don  ell  ei  al.,  remonstrance  agaioet 
the  irsue  of  an  Insiector's  certificate  to  Hugh.  Cart 
of  Warn  7,  as  he  1*  a  nor -resident. 

Patrick  Collins  et  al.,  that  the  ballots  cast  for 
Warden,  Clerk  .-no.  Inspector  in  W  ra  6  be  re- 
counted. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Assessors'1  Depart- 
ment. Elijah  Smith,  fo:  aoatement  of  taxes  as- 
sessed in  1872-73-74. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  ot  the 
Board.  Petitions  for  leavs  to  occupy  stables  bv 
Michael  Rvan,  new  stable,  one  horse,  Beori>  gtoa 
strtet,  betwe  n  Bremen  and  Chelsea  srr.  ets;  John 
Mag' e,  oid  sUbl*,  three  horses,  406  East  1'hird 
street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Lucy  S.  Cun- 
riug'iani,  to  be  compensated  for  grade  damages 
on  Rockland  street. 

Horatio  Ham*,  tnat  Eastern  avenue  and  Mid- 
land scrept  be  graded  and  put  in  order. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Fred  P. 
OweD,  io  be  oaid  foi  damages  on  account  of  his 
Wagon  colliding  with  a  tree  in  P  sties i. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  FOR  CONCUR- 
RENCE. 

Report  ard  order  for  ccn'r  *cr  tot  water  pipes  to 
be  delivered  nezt  year,  at  an  expens*  of  $50,000, 
payment  therefor  to  be  made  on  May  10,  1876. 
Order  passe  i— yeas  11.  rays  0. 

Report  and  order  for  Mavor  to  petition  for  au- 
thority to  regmate  transportation  of  explosive 
substarces  thiough  the  city.  Order  passed. 
Order  for  a  transfer  of  $2500  from  "rniin  pipe'  in 
Bos ' on  proper,  South  and  Ease  Boston,  Roxbuiy 
and  Doivht-ster,"  to  the  appropriation  tor  Chest- 
nut Hill  Driveway.    Passed— yeas  11,  nays  0. 

Order  to  appropriate  not  exceeding  $417.35,  for 
oncretitsg  walks  on  Independence  square,  to  be 
transferred  from  ".superii  tendence  and  labor  o> 
Common  and  public  grounds."  Passed— yeas  11, 
nays  0. 

Order  authorizing  not  exceedicg  $1000  to  be  ex- 
pended for  watering  the  streets  arounn  tbe  Pub- 
lic Grounds,  i.->  addition  to  rhe  sum  already  ap- 
propriated, to  be  charged  toJCommon  aud  Puol'c 
Gronnds.    Passed. 

The  report  and  order  for  a  loan  of  $205,000,  for 
the  construction  of  a  sewei  io  the  Mystic  Valley, 
came  up  referred  to  the  next  City  Council.  Coa- 
cuired. 

Order  for  Mayer  to  petition  next  Congress  for 
ao  appropriate  commemoration  of  ihe  last  battle- 
fielo  of  the.  Resolution,  at  Yorktown,  Virginia 
(City  Doc.  No.  119),  came  up  with  an  amendment 
to  insert  "present"  instead  of  'cext  Congress." 
Concurs:!. 

SWETT  STREET. 

A  report  and  order  came  down  for  Committee 
on  Finance  t«  find  'he  mearisfar  laisinz  the  giade 
of  the  New  York  &  New  England  Railroad,  and 
building  abutments  to  proposed  railroad  bridge 
on  Eist  Cli^stPi  park  extended  (City  Doc.  No. 
123),  with  an  amendment  for  sa'd  commitree  to 


"consider  the  expediency  of  reporting"  an  order 
providing  said  means. 

Tbe  question  was  on  concurrence  in  tbe  passage 
of  the  order  as  amenced. 

Aldsrman  Pie«cott— I  was  in  hopes  this  matter 
of  Swett  street  was  done  with  tor  this  year,  at 
least;  but  before  «e  ask  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance to  consider  the  expediency  of  borrowing 
$112,000  more  on  this  Swett  street  scheme,  it  seems 
to  me  we  bad  better  consider  tie  expediency  of 
asking  them  to  consider  the  expediency  of  borrow- 
ing that  money.  Whi-n  the  appropriation  of 
$376,000  was  made,  it  was  aistincclv  stated  that 
that  would  be  sufficient  to  build  Swett  street  from 
Dorchester  avenue  on  the  South  Boston  side  to 
Albany  street  on  this  side — from  one  end  to  tbe 
other.  In  fact,  it  was  stated  bv  one  of  the  com- 
mittee that  thev  hoped  to  do  all  the  work  for 
$300,000.  Nevertheless,  $376,000  was  appropriated, 
ano  we  were  told  that  the  estimates  were  very  lib- 
eral. I  note  among  the  estimates  original- 
ly laid  before  tnis  Board  towards  the  close 
of  last  year,  23,000  squares,  at  $6  a 
square ;  and"  I  understand  that  has  been  given  out 
at  $4  a  square,  mating  a  saving  of  $46,000  from 
the  $376,000  appropriated.  Inasmuch  as  the  state- 
ment was  made  that  $376,000  would  budd  the 
street  from  one  end  to  "-.he  other,  and  inasmuch 
a5,  they  ha  Te  saved  $46,000  in  one  item,  I  would 
like  to  have  from  the  Committee  on  Streets  some 
further  light  upon  this  subject.  I  believe  I  stated 
to  this  Board  in  December,  1874,  and  two  or  three 
times  this  vear,  that  this  project  or  Soheme— for  I 
hive  knowu  or  no  scheme,  since  I  have  been  a 
member  of  this  Government,  which  has  been 
pushed  bv  private,  interested  parties,  as  this  has 
been— would  cost  not  less  tnan  half  a  mil- 
lion dollars.  The  appropriation  already 
made  and  asked  to  be  made  figures  up 
some  $486,000  ;  and  as  in  raising  the  grade 
of  thi«  road  tbe  city  is  compelled  by  the  terms 
to  nold  the  company  fr»e  of  land  or  water  dam- 
ages to  ad  j  a.cent  property  by  the  charges  made  in 
rhe  grade,  I  think  the  sum  I  stated,  $500,000,  will 
nut  cover  tbe  final  cost.  I  hope  to  hear  from  the 
Committee  on  Sireecs  before  this  subject  goes  to 
the  Commict'  e  on  Finance. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  am  not  so  well  posted 
in  this  matter  as  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
who  has  been  engaged  in  the  negotiations;  but  I 
remember  very  wpII  tbe  remarks  made  at  the 
time  io  tegard  to  this  building  of  Swett  sireet 
acd  the  ondge.  The  committee  fully  believed 
then  that  'hey  could  complete  the  work  for 
$376,000;  bur  since  then  the  raising  tbe  grane  and 
building  tbe  bridge  have  come  up,  and  they  have 
be^n  considered  by  the  committee  aod  toe  com- 
missioners. First,  the  talk  was  to  have  Swett 
street  run  over  the  biidge,  but  it  would  have  to 
be  carried  some  thirty-five  feet  above  the  bridge, 
and  every  one  will  see  s.t  a  claaee  that  that  could 
not  be  doiee,  as  we  could  collect  no  betterments, 
the  street  bei  ng  much  higher  than  the  rail -oac. 
Then  the  questio'i  came,  how  should  wj  manage 
co  clear  the  railroad  so  "s  to  have  the  street  cross 
at  grade?  The  committee  and  the  commissioners 
were  very  stro.  glv  of  the  opinion  that,  although 
it  would  cost  more,  yet  in  the  end  it  would  be 
vastly  better  for  the  public  and  the  railroad  to 
have  the  track  of  tue  latter  raised,  as  that,  would 
not  cost  so  much  as  it  sould  to  raise  the  street. 
Then  came  the  question  how  to  g"t  the  railroad 
company  to  raise  their  tracks.  Every  induce- 
ment was  off -red  tbem.  to  raise  tbe  giade  at  their 
own  expense;  bat  anyone  can  see  that  it  would 
be  no  ooject  fri  tbem  to  do  so.  They  were  satis- 
fied with  their  grade.  It  was  the  public  who 
wanted  the  crack  raised, and  they  rather  preferred 
to  h?v«  it  remair  as  itwa<?.  But  the  committee 
and  the  commissioners  conceived  that  the  public 
woulo  demand  that  the  track  should  be  raised  so 
that  the  stieet  could  pass  under  it,  aDd  remove  all 
liability  of  accioent;  and  then  comtueoced  the 
negotiations,  the  result  of  which  you  see  here. 
We  ask  the  Committee  on  Finance  to  raise  the 
money  to  finish  Swett  street  aod  build  the  retain- 
ing walls,  aod  at  the  same  time  to  raise  the  track, 
so  as  to  make  a  complete  job  of  it.  This  amount 
also  covers  the  bridge  over  East  Chester  park,  as 
well  as  S^ett  street. 

Alderman  Prescott— When  this  matter  was  laid 
before  the  Board,  I  ashed  for  a  recommitment  of 
the  subject  to  the  Committee  on  Streets,  in  order 
that  no'pxoenditure  should  be  made  until  full  ar- 
rangements were  made  to  build  the  street  from 
Dorchester  avenue  to  Albany  street,  including  the 
airangements  with  the  Hartford  &  Erie — now  the 
New  York  &  New  England— Railroad,  for  raising 
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he  giade  of  iheir  tracks;  but  it  was  said  that  I 
was  a  nrnority  of  one  m  this  Board,  and  that  I 
simply  made  the  motion  for  delay.  I  made  that 
motion  in  order  that  the  Committee  on  Streets 
might  not  fi  d  themselves  entirely  at  the  mercy 
of  the  railroad.  The  management  of  this  matter 
from  beginning  to  end  has  toee.ii  the  inosi,  unbusi- 
ness  like  of  any  large  tian  action  chat  I  have 
knowo  in  Citv  Hall.  Ai  rangecrents  wtre  made 
for  buildiog  Swett  street  from  Dorchester  avecue 
to  the  railroad  on  the  one  side,  ana  from  the  rail- 
road to  Albariy  street  on  the  othei,  with  no  ar- 
rangements for  building  the  intervening  space. 

Alderman  Worthi  i  gton—v>  hat  does  the  Alder- 
man ttean  oy  "intervening  space"? 

Alderman  Prescott — I  mean  the  intervening 
space  covered  toy  the  tracks  of  the  New  York  & 
New  Engla  0.  Railroad.  I  stated  then— and  the 
sequel  has  prove;!  than  I  was  correct — th>>t  the 
Committee  oa  Strs  is  would  find  themselves  en^ 
tirelv  at  tte  mercy  ot  the  tailroad  company.  Of 
course  they  must  make  some  arrangements  to 
cross  rbat  track,  ;  or,  as  the  Aldurmau  from  the 
Highlands  has  said,  'he  result  of  the  negotiation 
is  as  you  see.  The  sneet  which  the  chairman 
hoped  to  build  for  $300,000  ha.  already  cost 
$486,000.  I  make  the,  prediction  that  the  next  City 
Council  will  have  to  make  an  appropriation  to  pay 
for  grade  damages. 

Aldermau  Powei  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Clark — In  the  original  plan  for  build- 
ing Swett-street  estimates  w-re  made  of  $100,000 
fortouilding  this  bridge  over  the  New  York  & 
New  England  Railioad,  aod  the  order  passed  this 
Board.  There  never  has  been  any  doubt  in  the 
minds  of  the  Street  Co  nmissioneis  as  to  whether 
the  road  should  go  over  or  under  the  track.  They 
have  always  been  of  the  opinion  that  Swett  street 
snould  go  m  der  the  railioad  and  that  the  track 
should  toe  raised,  and  that  expense  «as  incluoed 
in  the  original  estimates.  Trie  order  for  $476,000 
passed  the  board  and  went  to  the  Common  Coun- 
cil, where  it  was  ascertained  that  a  law  was  passed 
a  year  or  two  ago,  providing  for  the  building  of  this 
Street,  which  contained  a  provision  like  this :  If  tne 
city  of  Boston  ano  the  Hartford  &  Erie  Railroad 
coul'3  not  agr^e  uooo  the  gratis  of  the  tracks 
where  they  crossed  Swett  street,  either  partv 
could  go  to  the  Railroad  Commisrioners,  who 
should  fix  the  grade  at  which  these  ttacks  should 
cross  Swett  street;  and  after  the  Railroad  Com- 
missioners had  fixed  the  grade,  the  railroad 
should  pay  for  the  taising,  if  any.  The  Haitford 
&  Erie  Railroad  had  made  no  opposition  to  the 
construction  of  Swett  stieet.  The  Council  amend- 
ed that  oroer,  striking  off  $100,000,  woich  was  the 
estimated  cost  of  raising  the  grade  of  the  railroad 
track  and  building  the  bridge;;  and,  as  members 
of  this  Board  well  know,  it  jame  down  heie  and 
was  oassed  m  that  form.  During  the  summer  the 
comouittse  and  Stieet  Commissioners  have  teen 
negotiating  and  trying  to  make  some  urrange- 
ment  with  the  company  to  ivise  that  track.  We 
have  taken  the  pains  to  find  out  wli«t  grade  the 
Railroad  Commissioners  would  fix,  orovidmg  *e 
went  to  them;  and  we  found  that  they  would  es- 
tablish the  graae  exactly  as  it  is  tods  v.  That  is 
all  the  company  w;int;  they  don't  wish  to  have 
their  tracts  cistuibed.  They  were  shrewd  enough 
to  know  that  that  was  exactly  the  situation  when 
thev  allowed  us  to  commence  the  construction  of 
this  st'  eet.  We  car;  go  to  the  Railroad  Commission- 
ers and  they  will  establish  tbe  gi  ade  of  the  street 
exactly  as  it  is  todav,  andjwe  will  nave. to  construct 
abridge  thiity  feet  above  it,  which  wi  1  cost  a 
gxeat  deal  mofe  than  it  will  to  paj  for  raising  the 
grade  of  the  tracks.  Ibose  are  tbe  facts,  Mr. 
Chairman.  You  will  hno  in  City  Document  107 
of  1874,  that  in  making  up  the  cose  or 
bulking  Ssett  street,  estimates  weie  put 
in  for  raising  the  grade  ot  the  tracks  and 
building  the bi id ge.  It  was  thought  worth  while 
to  make  ao  attempt  to  have  that  grade  raiseo  at 
the  expense  of  the  comoarv;  that  attempt  has 
been  made,  and  if  the  City  Council  chooses  to  go 
to  the  Railroad  Commissioners  and  ask  them  to 
establish  tbe  giade  of  this  road,  they  will  fix  it  at 
precisely  what  it  is  today;  and  gentlemen  of  the 
Boaid  can  ell  see  what  tbe  position  the  city 
would  toe,  in  toeing  compelled  to  touild  a  bii  tge 
thirty-tnree  feet  in  tbe  air  to  get  over  this  track. 
The  only  other  way  to  settle  this  matter  is  to  go 
to  the  Legislature  and  <-sk  them  to  allow  i  be  city 
to  oross  this  track  at  grade  for  a  certain  number 
of  yeais.  That  has  been  suggested  to  the  railroad 
company,  tout  they  decline  to  entertain  it  and  will 
oppose  it.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the 
cost  of  touildmg  Swett  street  will  be  less  than  the 


estimates  mads.  It  is  a  fact  that  the  contract  for 
the  filling  was  let  out  to  responsible  parties  at  $4 
a  squa-e  instead  of  $6,  as  wa-'  originally  estimat- 
ed. Tbe  work  is  beitg  rapidly  done,  and  the 
portion  b-.tween  Dorchester  aveaue  and  the  rail- 
road bridge,  I  understand,  is  nearly  completed.  I 
see  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  mere  cost  of 
builrlirg  the  street  will  be  more  than  $375,000,  the 
amount  appropriated.  The  pavitg  and  macadam- 
izing were  estimated  at  $87,0G0,  but  I  dn't  see 
how  the  filling  of  ttjg  street,  unless  it  very  larg.-ly 
exceeas  the  estimates,  will  be  more  than  $375,000. 
The  wrorki  nearly  completea  from  Dorchester  ave- 
nue to  the  railioad  tiack,  and  it  will  very  soon  be 
commenced  on  the  other  side.  Some  way  has  got 
to  be  devised  of  getting  acrcss  tbe  track  co 
Hampden  street,  ajao  the  most  economical  way 
is  for  the  city  to  buiid  the  Diidge.  The  company 
do  uot  desire  10  have  their  tracks  disturbed  :  they 
would  rather  be  let  alone.  But  they  are  willing  to 
do  this  work  at  wli.t  our  City  Engia  er  says  is  a 
fair  ana  teasonable  price— the  lowest  they  can 
afforn  to  no  the  work  for — it  »:  e  will  bear  the  ex- 
pense. That  is  all.  It  is  o't  for  their  interest  ro 
have  the  grade  raised;  tout  it  is  to  accommodate 
the  city  in  the  construction  ot  this  stieet.  Wheth- 
er the  building  of  that  street  was  a  wise  m^s.sure 
or  not  i»  not  the  subject  for  discussion  at  present. 
The  measure  received  tbu  almost  unanimous  ap- 
proval of  this  Board,  and  I  believe  it  meats  with 
general  appiobation  of  the  citizens,  and  when 
completed  I  think  it  will  b"  as  important  a  pro- 
ject as  has  been  undertaken  by  ihe  city  for  many 
years.  I  don't  know  of  any  other  explanation  lean 
give.  It  is  a  very  si  en  pie  matter.  The  appropria- 
tion for  the  brioge  We.s  stricken  ou'  by  the  Coun- 
cil because  it  was  supposed  that  an  airangement 
migh^  ee  made  tor  the  railroad  to  build  the  bridge 
and  raise  th-  grade  ano  pay  tb^  bills  themselves; 
tout  that  has  be-^n  found  to  he  impossible,  and  the 
only  wav  to  cross  it  ts  to  touild  the  budge,  over  it, 
or  pay  them  for  raising  tbe  tr^ck,  or  make  an  at- 
tempt to  get  an  a<3t  from  the  Legislature  to  cross 
it  at  grade. 

Alderman  Bun  age — What  is  to  bs  the  grade  of 
the  railroad?  How  high  is  it  to  toe  above  Sweit 
street? 

APierman  Clark— Tbe  grade  of  the  track  will  be 
raised  eighteen  feet. 

Aldetman  Prescott— It  is  true,  as  the  Alderman 
f  roui  new  Waia  11  says,  that  "these  are  the  facts." 
These  are  the  facts  which  I  preseated  to  the 
Board  when  the  appropriation  of  $376,000  was 
asked  for  and  granied;  acd  tl  ey  are  the  facts 
which  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Streets 
at  that  time  denied.  He  said  tbe  city  were  not 
cbliged  to  raise  the  tracks  of  the  Hartford  &  Erie 
Railroad.  He  said  the  cost  of  the  whole  project 
would  not  exceed  $376,000,  and  he  thought  it 
could  be  done  for  1300,000.  When  the  appropria- 
tion for  $376,000  was  made,  tbe  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Streets,  who  has  just  taken  his 
seat,  said — 

"Tbe  railroad  pays  tor  the  raising  ot  the  grade. 
It  is  as  plain  as  A  B  C  that  tne  la«  requites  them 
to  make  such  alterations  in  the  grade  as  arenscss- 
sary." 

Then,  again— 

"That  the  $376,000  is  enough  to  build  the  street 
from  beginning  to  e~id,  and  it  can  be  done  foi  a 
great  deal  less." 

Aldermau  Clark— Will  the  Alderman  read  that 
again? 

Alderman  Prescott— It  is  on  page  149  of  the 
minutes  ot  the  meeting  ot  March  2, 1875 — 

"Tbe  $376,000  is  enough  to  build  the  stteet  froai 
beginning  to  end,  and  it  can  be  done  for  a  great 
deal  less." 

And  tney  have  com°  with  a  request  for  $112,- 
000  more.    Then  again  he  says — 

"these  estimates  are  exceedingly  liberal.  I 
hope  tne  street  will  be  built  for  $300,000." 

I  hope  the  treet  will  be  built  for  $500,000,  but  I 
do  i30c  believe  it  will.  I  shall  not  further  oppose 
the  ri'erenc  of  this  order  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  as  it  must  naturally  go  to  ttiem.  Toe 
city  is  pledged  to  the  project  and  there  is  nothing 
else  for  the  committee  to  do  but  to  report  an  or- 
der authorizing  the  City  Treasurer  to  borrow 
$112,000.  But  I  could  nor  help  calling  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Board  to  this  matter  to  confirm  what  I 
said  vhen  the  appropiisition  of  $376,000  was  made, 
that  another  appropriation  of  over  $100,000  would 
be  called  for,  and  I  *as  answered  by  tbe  remark 
that  I  made  the  motion  for  a  recommitment 
simply  as  a  stumbling  block  in  the  putting 
through  of  this  stieet.  I  have  been  opposed  to 
this  matter  from  begiuning  to  end,  and  most  cer- 
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tainly  I  shoul  J  oppo'e  this  most  unbusioess-like 
method  of  carrying  oat  this  project.  But  if  che 
Committee  on  Finar  cert  port  an  order  for  $112,000, 
I  .shall  cast  ay  first  vote  m  favor  of  Swett  street, 
because  the  city  is  pledged  to  it,  arid  it  must  2:0 
ttirougn. 

Alaertnan  Clark— I  did  stfate — and  I  believe  it 
now— that  the  sueet  wi'l  be  built  tor  $376,000. 
"We  were  informed  by  those  who  ought  to  know, 
by  men  wh j  hart  made  a  business  of  che  stuiy 
and  practice  of  law,  thac  the  act  conipelleo  the 
railroad  comp  uy  to  raise  the  graoe  of 
toeir  tracks  at  their  own  expense.  That  was 
the  information  which  came  to  us  from  lawyers 
in  the  other  brar.cn,  and  we  took  it  for  granted 
that  we  should  b^  $100,000  irj,a-,d  consequently 
that  amount  was  sirickeo  off.  But  the  whole  pro- 
ject is  n't  going  to  cost  so  much  as  was  originally 
estimated.  For  the  ii.formacion  of  the  Aldermen 
I  will  read  the  act: 

"15.  If  any  difff.ience  of  opin-on  shall  arise  be- 
tween the  city  oi  Boston  and  the  New  York  & 
New  England  Raihoacl  Cornpaay  with  reference 
to  the  grade  at  which  the  way  authorized  by  the 
seventy-eighth  chapter  of  the  acts  of  1869,  and  by 
the  114th  chapter  of  the  acts  of  1874,  shall  cro:S 
the  tracks  of  said  raiuoad,  01  as  to  me  ra-'sing  or 
lowering  the  ^aic  way,  or  the  tiacks  of  saia  rail- 
road, or  as  to  the  relative  grace  of  said  way  and 
said  railroad,  either  narty  may  apply  to  toe  Board 
of  Railroad  Commission's,  and  thereupon  said 
board  shall  as  soot;  as  possiole  fix  the  -race  of 
said  lailioaii  at  the  place  where  said  way  saall 
cross  it  so  as  to  enable  the  said  citv  to  lay  out  said 
waj  urder  said  railroad  at  no  lower  grade,  or  to 
lay  out  said  way  over  said  railroad  at  no  higher 
g-ade,  tbau  the  pubUc  interests  require. 

"16.  The  Gaid  railroad  comuanv  shall  at  its  own 
expense  change  !;ne  grade  of  said  railroad  to  con- 
form to  the  gradi  fixed  by  said  Boatd  of  Railroad 
Commissioners  within  one  year  after  the  fixing  of 
said  grade ;  and  the  said  city  shall  builo  at  its  own 
expense  an  iron  bridge  for  sa.id  crossing  to  the 
satisfaction  of  ?aid  board,  and  of  sufficient  width 
for  a  double  track,  and  the  expense  of  maintain- 
ing and  repairing  the  abuimehts  of  said  bridge 
shall  thereof tei  ^e  borne  by  said  city." 

Mr.  Co  air  man — It  was  evident  that  this  act  was 
passed  because  the  building  of  Swett  street  was 
found  to  be  a  public  necessity,  and  we  «  ere  told 
by  men  who  ought  to  have  known,  that 
this  act  would  compel  the  railroad  to  taise 
or  lover  their  grade  so  that  we  might 
go  over  or  under  it,  ann  thit  the  company  would 
have  co  pay  the  expense.  But  when  we  came  to 
make  inquiries,  we  found  quite  a  different  state  of 
things.  We  found  thac  if  this  track  was  to  be 
altered  to  accommodate  che  city  at  the  incon- 
venience of  the  tailroad  "orporation,  we  must  pay 
lor  the  alteration ;  and  we  found  that  we  could 
not  at.ree  with  the  railroad  company  to  raise  or 
lower  their  track  a  single  fooc  at  their  own  ex- 
pense. When  we  went  to  the  Railroad  Commis- 
sioners to  get  theii  ideas,  we  found  out  very  sud- 
denly that  the  grade  would  be  fixed  precisely  as  it 
exists  today,  and  that  we  should  have  to  go  over 
the  tracks.'  Consequently,  we  du  "aot  go  to  the 
commissioners  snd  ask  then  to  establish  the 
grade;  but  we  did  the  next  best  thing— we  mKle 
the  best  bargain  we  could  with  the  railroad  com- 
pany to  raise  the  grade  and  btuld  toe  abutments 
and  bridges  thi-mselves,  and  to  maintain  the  same 
forever.  That  is  exactly  the  way  in  which  Sv^ett 
street  stands  at  the  present  ti  .e.  If  fe  could 
have  compelled  them  to  raise  rhe  grade  at  their 
own  expense,  I  should  have  been  vry  glad  to 
have  don-  it;  but  that  s?as  found  to  be  an  impos- 
sibility, and  the  ouly  thing  to  oe  done  »as  to  have 
the  tracks  raised  sothatwecau  go  under  them, 
instead  of  being  compelled  co  build  a  bridge  over 
them. 

Alderman  Hart  is —I  desire  to  confirm  whai  the 
chairman  has  stated  in  regard  to  the  cost.  It 
will  not  be  so  great  as  we  estimared  originally. 
If  gentlemen  will  refer  to  the  report  submitted 
by  the  con?  nittee  they  will  find  that  the  Engineer 
estimated  that  it  would  require  23,000  squares  to 
fill  Swett  street.  One-half  of  the  street  has  now 
been  fil'ed  and  we  find  that  we  shall  savs  some 
6000  squares,  whic^,  at  $6  a  square,  as  originally 
estimated,  will  amount  to  $36,000.  On  tne  17,000 
squares  lemaiomg  we  save  |2  a  square,  or  $34,000, 
the  contract  to:  the  filling  havitig  been  awarded 
at  $4  a  square,  instead  of  $6,  as  estimated.  There- 
fore, I  think  the  chairman  is  correct  in  seating 
that  »e  shall  probably  save  $100,000  from  ihe 
oiiginal  estimates. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence. 


Alderman  Clark  in  the  chair. 

COMMUNICATIONS    FROM  CITY    OFFICERS, 

Directors  for  Public  Institutions.  Report  that 
in  consequence  of  the  increased  amount  of  work 
required  for  rhe  pauper  carriage  it  ha»  been 
necessary  to  purchase  two  horses  to  be  used  in- 
stead of  one,  an  1  tne  item  for  pauoer  expenses 
included  the  keeping  of  oniv  one  horse,  and  a 
transferor  $800  from  "Support  of  Persons"  is  le- 
quested. 

Request  for  authority  to  oay  bill  of  $310.91  of  E. 
B.  Vanoevar  &  Co.,  from  general  appropriation  for 
Steamboat. 

Severally  refeired  to  Joint  Committee  on  Public 
Institutions.    Sent  down. 

Superintendent  of  Sewers.  Schedules  of  cost  of 
con -tin  ctine  severs  as  follow-:  Dorchester  ave- 
nue, $1835.15;  Norfolk  avenue  andFianklin  meet, 
Hu.opntey,  Hamlet,  Boston,  etc.,  $20,978;  Dor- 
chester and  Savin  Hill  avenues,  Pleasant  and 
Tnoiuley  s'reets,  $12,081.84;  Wall  street,  $789.07; 
Porter  and  Jess  stceets,  $806.03;  Highland  stieet, 
$3542.54;  Harrison  aveuue,  $279.53;  Maverick 
street,  $933.38 ;  Athens  street,  $255.86;  Woodville 
squa-e,  $1505.09;  Saltrn  street  and  avenue,  $618.22; 
severally  tef erred  to  Committee  on  Sewers. 

ALDERMEN'S  CONTINGENT  FUND. 

The  Chairman  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Finance  that  the  Auditor  of  Ac- 
counts represents  that  an  additional  aopropria- 
tion  is  needed  for  the  contingent  fund  ot  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  and  the  committee  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  the  following: — 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  a  ccouuts  be  and 
he  h-reby  is  authoiized  to  transier  from  the  Re- 
served Fiiud  to  the  appropriation  for  Contiegeut 
Fund  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  the  sum  of  $700. 

Read  once. 

COUNTY  ACCOUNTS. 

Alderman  Harris  offeted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  County  accounts: 

Ordered,  That  tr.ere  be  alio  ^ed  and  paid  to  tbs 
proprietors  ot  tbe  Social  Law  Library,  under  che 
provision  of  section  10,  chapter  33  of  the  General 
Statutes,  and  chapter  215  of  toe  acts  of  1863,  the 
sum  of  $1000;  sa  0  sum  to  be  charged  to  tb-  ap- 
propriation for  the  County  of  Suffolk. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  Taac  the  Committee  on  Couuty  Ac- 
counts be  authorized  to  rnak?  such  arrangements 
witii  the  Register  "f  Deeds  as  they  may  deem  ex- 
pedient tor  the  preparation  of  the  classified  and 
descriptive  indices  to  the  Suffolk  Deeds  for  che 
year  1876,  including  attachme.  ts  and  mechanics' 
liens,  aod  also  an  index  to  the  sales  of  real  estate 
for  taxes,  or  for  sewerage,  betterment  and  other 
assessments,  and  to  plars  tiled  in  the  registry  dur- 
ing that  time ;  che  expense,  not  exceeding  the  sum 
of  $4100,  to  Of  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
the  County  of  Suffolk. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

SEWERS. 

Aldermt-n  Harris  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Com.nitt^e  on  Sewers: 

Oroered,  Tnat  $72.50  be  abated  from  James  B. 
Ames;  $31.90  from  John  Burbauv ,  and  $58  fiom 
James  H.  Reed  el  at.,  for  a  sewer  in  passageway 
between  Mariborough  and  B'acon  streets,  and 
$82.65  of  toe  same  amount  be  assessed  upon  F.  H. 
Moore. 

Read  twice  aid  oas<ed. 

Reports  that  tweuty-six  schedules  of  the  cost  of 
constructing  sewers  (previously  referred  to  them) 
are  correct,  with  orders  for  the  assessment  and 
collection  of  the  same.  The  orders  were  r^ad 
twice  and  passed. 

LAND  DAMAGES,  ETC. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board : 

Order  of  norice  to  Thomas  Sproules  and  ?.ll  oth- 
ers interested  "to  quit"  on  Heatn  place  on  or  be- 
fore Jan.  5  i  ext.    Passed. 

Orders  to  pay  for  land  damages — Isaac  H.  Cary, 
$1500,  laying  out  and  widening  of  Tremont  place ; 
Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Corporation,  $422,  ad- 
ditional, for  location  of  Lincoln  street  by  vote  of 
Brighton  of  June  15,  1873;  L.  W.  Tappan,  Jr., 
$1750,  laving  out  aod  widening  of  Fort  avenue; 
Levi  B.  Morse  and  Edwin  A.  Remick,  $3i)84,  for 
land  taken  in  name  of  the  Roxbury  Grammar 
School,  by  1a vine  out  Swett  street;  George  E. 
M  irnn,  $943.80,  laying  oat  Terrace  street;  Honora 
McNulty,  $58.80,  widening  of  .Baxter  street;  Ellen 
Ahern,  $57,  widening  of  Baxter  street.  Seveially 
read  twice  and  passed. 


DECEMBER       20,       1875. 
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THE  BURKING  OF  THE  RICE  SCHOOLHOUSE. 

Aldfracan  Power  offered  tbe  following: 

O.dered,  That  th  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings inquire  iino  and  report  to  the  City  Cornell 
tbe  caase  <if  thefir^s  whe<eoy  the  Rice  School- 
house  was  oestroyed  and  the  Coiiins  Schoolhouse 
partially  destroyed  on  the  morning  of  Dec.  20, 
1875. 

Alderman  Pi escoti  said  be  bad  intended  to  ot- 
ter an  order  on  the  same  subject,  and  inasmuch 
as  the  one  offered  by  Alderniai  Power  did  not 
correctly  describe  tbe  building,  tie  would  offer  the 
following  as  a  substitute: 

Ordered,  That  tee  O  mmittee  ou  Public  Build- 
ings thoroughly  ir>vesti2-at?  and  repnr.  ihe  origin 
of  the  firfs  this  day,  Dec.  20,  in  the  Rice  School- 
house,  Dan  mouth  st  eet,  and  the  Phillips-street 
schoolhouse.  Phillips  st-eet,  Hieh'ands;  the  ex- 
pense, if  any,  attending  the  samr,  to  be  charged 
to  the  appiopriation  for  Schoolhouses,  Public 
Buildings. 

Alderman  Prescott  sail  tin  comtnittee  intended 
to  thoroughly  investigate  the  matttr,  but  thought 
it  best  to  obtain  the  authority  of  the  Board,  l'he 
security  of  public  buildings,  and  especially  school- 
houses,  had  leceived  tbe  serioos  attention  of  the 
couQUi'ttee,  in  pursuance  of  an  oider  offered  by 
Alderman  Worthmgton  last  year.  Precautions 
have  been  taken  at  everv  point  where  danger  was 
apprehended.  Out  of  269  public  buildings,  only 
slight  chauges  were  recommendeo  lu  twenty  or 
thirty  by  the  Inspector,  which  were  immediately 
made. 

Alderman  Wortbiugton  said  tbe  order  he  intro- 
duced was  m  reference  to  standpices  in  school 
buildings,  and  he  mquiied  what  had  been  done  in 
repaid  to  them. 

Alderman  Prescott  leplieu  thpt  provision  for 
standpipes  had  been  made  iri  all  the  new  build- 
ings, and  they  had  been  put  in  old  ones  where  it 
was  practicable. 

Alderman  Power  accepted  tbe  substitute,  and  it 
was  read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  aowo. 

Subsequently  Alderman  Prcscoct  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  th/3  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  and  chey  are  hereby  authorized  to  repair 
the  damage  caused  by  fixe  to  'he  Rice  Grammar 
Schoolhouse,  Dartmouth  street,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  |25,000;  the  expense  attending  the  same  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Schoolhouses, 
Public  Buildings. 

Alaeiman  Prescott  explained  that  it  was  ex- 
pected ihai  this  expense  could  be  borne  by  the 
regular  appropriation  and  that  uo  transfer  would 
be  needed. 

Ths  order  was  read  twice  and  passed.  Sent 
down. 

RICE  SCHOOL. 

Alderman  Prescott  offered  tne  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  provide  temporary  accom- 
modations for  the  pupils  of  tho  Rice  School 
during  the  repairs  upon  the  building  made  reces- 
saiy  by  the  damage  caused  by  fire; the  expense  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Schoolhouses, 
Public  Buildings. 

Altera  an  Prescott  explained  tlattbe  accom- 
modations could  be  furnished  in  toe  new  school- 
house  on  tbe  Back  Bay,  in  the  old  Franklin 
Schoolhouse  on  Washington  street,  and  lo  the 
Girls'  High  School  or  Ne  ->  ton  street.  The  classes 
would  have  co  be  colonizeo  tib  the  beginning  of 
the  text  school  year. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed.  Sent 
down. 

MT.  WASHINGTON-AVENUE  BRIDGE. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Bridges: 

Order.- d,  That  tbo  Committee  on  Bridges  be 
auth  uized  roconiract  for  budding  a  superintend- 
ent's office  o.j  Mt.  Wasbirgton-avenue  Bridge,  at 
an  expense  >  ot  exceeding  $850;  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Bridges. 

Read  twice  and  parsed. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving : 

Reports  and  orcers  to  pay  for  grade  damages  as 
follows:  P.  J.  Cimningjam,  $200,  36  Neubern 
street;  Thomas  Foye.  $450,  Westo.i  and  Newbera 
streets;  Wi  nfred  Hamer,  $200,  34  Newbero  street. 
Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  street  leading  ftom  Norfolk 
avenue,  Roxbury,  to  Cottage  street,  in  Dorchester, 
heretofore  called  Franklin  street,  be  heieafter 
called  and  known  as  "Norfolk  avenue,"  it  being  a 


continuation  of  said  avenue;  and  that  the  Suaer- 
intendent  of  Streets  be  directed  to  place  street 
signs  upon  and  number  said  avenue. 

Read  twice  ana  Dassed. 

Report  and  order  to  establish  the  grade  of 
Bath  stieet  as  shown  on  anlan  dared  Sept.  15th, 
1875,  and  deposited  in  the  City  Suiveyoi's  office. 
Order  iead  twice  and  oasseo. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $51.48  be  abated  from 
the  amount  of  $130  assessed  Join  A.  Lowell  for 
edgestones  ou  Bromley  street,  and  that  thv  amount 
abated  be  assessed  Gottlei'o  R.  Reiohardt  for 
edgeatones  on  said  Bromley  street. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  permit,  on  usual 
conditions,  to  William  R.  Cavanaph  to  move 
wooden  buildings  from  Savin  Hill  avenue  to  Gib- 
son stieet  (Dorchester);  and  tiom  Washington 
street  near  Bowdoin  stieet  to  Washington  street 
near  Harvard  stieet  (Dorchester).  Severally  ac- 
cepted. 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  of  P. 
H.  McGlynn  and  C.  McGlynn,  tor  grade  oamages 
on  Milltnotit  street;  Ivoty  Harmon  et  al.,  that  the 
grade  of  Morela'd  street  be  lowered.  Sevcially 
accepted. 

Reports  that  no  action  is  accessary  on  petitions 
of  Thomas  J.  Homer  et  al.,  against  proposed  re- 
duction of  erade  of  Moreland  street;  and  Claia  E. 
Baalaw  to  be  pain  for  grade  damages  on  Colum- 
bia street,  Ward  16.    b?veraliv  accepted. 

LICENSES. 

Aldei  man  Bigelow  submitted  repoits  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  as  folio  vs : 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted— Thomas  K.  Cook, 
minor ;  G.  H.  Perkins,  corner  Church  and  'Iremont 
streets. 

Auctioneer's  License  Gianted— Louis  G.  Gross- 
man, 1209  Tr  mont  street. 

Amusement  Licei  se  Gtanted — Arthur  Chenev, 
Globe  Tbeatie. 

Intelligence  Offices  Licensed — A.  P.  Murphy, 
177  Shawmut  avenue:  L.  A.  Stephens,  10  Maple 
place. 

TREES  TO  BE  REMOVED. 

Alderman  Po^et  submitted  reports  from  tbe 
Joint  Committee  on  Common,  in  favor  of  granting 
leave  to  remove  trees,  at  ths  expense  ot  petition- 
ers, u»der  direction  of  Superintended  of  Common 
and  Public  Grounds,  as  follows  :  Le  vis  Wolf,  one 
tree,  88  Main  stteer;  Mary  Kenney  et  al.,  one  tree, 
at  423-441  Bunker  Hill  stfeet.    Severally  accepted. 

SWING  SIGNS. 

Alderman  Bimage  submitted  reports  in  favor 
of  granting  leave  to  maintain  swing  signs,  lan- 
terns and  mortars,  provided  the  same  are  secured 
in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  the  Inspector  of 
Buildings: 

L,anterns— A.  D.  Jaquith,  Webster  House,  East 
Boston;  H.  P.  Lint,  14Y  Pleasaut  street;  Oliver 
Stacbpole,  National  House,  Haymarket  square; 
L.  f.  Simmons,  hotel  at  corner  ot  Pleasant  and 
Eliot  streecs;  Boston  Young  Women's  Christian 
Association,  68  Warrenton  street. 

Signs— Danitils  &  Co.,  25  Sudbury  street,  corner 
of  Friend  street. 

Piojectrag  Mortar— Thomas  E.  McKenna,  cor- 
ner Parkman  and  Blossom  streets. 

Projectiog  Lamp— J.  C.  Lipman,  83  Sudbury 
street. 

Severally  accepted. 

MOUNT   HOPE  CEMETERY. 

Alderman  Burrage  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Mourt  Hope  Cemetary  on  request 
of  trustees  of  said  cemetery  for  an  additional  ap- 
propriation, recommending  the  passage  of  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  is  hereby  authorize:!  to  transfer  from  the  Re- 
served Fund  the  sum  or  $2500;  the  same  to  be 
added  to  *he  item  for  labor  in  the  appropriation 
for  Mt.  Hose  Cemetery. 

Referied,on  moiion  ot  Alderman  Burrage,  t« 
tbe  Committee  on  Finance.    Sent  down. 

HOMEOPATHIC  DEPARTMENT  AT    THE    CITV  HOSPI- 
TAL. 

Alderman  Burrpge  submitted  tbe  following: 
;n  Board  of  Aldermen,  Dec.  20,  1875. 

The  Joini  Standing  Committee  on  tbe  City  Hos- 
pit.  1, 10  whom  was  -eterred  the  petitions  or  Hon. 
A.  H.  Rice  and  others,  aud  Joseph  Story  and  oth- 
eit>,  for  the  establishment  of  a  department 
for  the  homoeopathic  treatment  of  patients 
at  the  City  Hospital,  having  carefully  con- 
sidered    the    subject,    beg    leave     to     submit 
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the  following  report:  Tbe  committee  gave 
a  public  hearing  on  the  subject,  at  which  were 
presetted  evidence  aud  arguments  for  and 
against  the  petition?.  By  a  sub-committee  con- 
ferences were  also  held  with  the  medical  staff  of 
the  City  Hospital ,  and  with  tbe  trustees  of  the 
Med-cal  School  of  Boston  University,  composed 
of  homoeopathic  racritioners. 

Havnag  in  vie  iv  the  testimony  thus  presentad, 
your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that,  if  che 
views  of  tb.p  petitioners  weie  carried  out,  it  would 
necessitate  such  division  cr  duplication  o?  tne dif- 
ferent depaittuerHs  now  in  existence  at  rhe  hos- 
pital, as  would  in  effect  amount  to  establishing 
an  entirety  new  hospital.  Ihe  buildings  nov/  oc- 
cupied or  being  erected  for  tbe  use  of  the  preseut 
hospital  are  all  required  tor  that  institution,  not 
only  on  accou>  t  of  the  number  of  patients  to  be 
provided  for,  but  also  that  a  proper  classification 
of  the  patients  may  be  rnadr,  according  to  sex, 
age,  ana  the  nature  and  violence  of  tbeir  diseases. 
As  to  this  conclusion  Wb  believe  that  there  is  en- 
tire unanimity  of  opinion  among  the  comiiiittee 
and  the  physicians  with  whom  they  bave  con- 
ferred. 

The  question  then  arises,  is  a. o other  hospital  or 
branch  hospital  needed  by  the  city  at  the  p.esent 
time?  It  tbe  answer  to  this  question  d  pended 
odIv  upon  the  capacity  of  the  pteseot  buildings, 
with  the  additions  now  ■  eatly  completed,  to  meet 
the  wants  of  tbe  oublic  for  Srtveral  years  to  come, 
your  committee  tnink  that  all  will  agree  that  a 
new  hospital  is  not  needed. 

It  is  utged,  however,  by  the  petitioners,  that 
hospital  accommodations  should  be  provided  by 
the  city,  to  be  U'der  tbe  care  ot  fiomceopatnic 
practitioners,  so  that  patieots  desiring  that  mode 
of  treatment  may  be  gratified,  and  that  the  oppor- 
tunities foi  instruction  affoiaed  by  such  facilities 
may  be  made  available  to  students  of  homoeop- 
athy. 

Your  committee  feel  that  this  claim  should  be 
met  upon  the  general  puuciple  that  the  city  ought 
not  to  be  required  to  provide  hospitals,  not  other- 
wise needed,  for  the  dissemi  ation  of,  or  treat- 
ment accord'ng  to,  any  particular  medical  theory. 

In  tbe  consideration  of  toe  subject  oefore  them, 
your  committee  carefully  endeavored  to  avoid 
any  discussion,  by  themselves  ot  others,  of  the 
comparative  merits  ot  different  modes  of  medical 
treatment,  as  aside  from  their  duties,  aod  know- 
ing their  incompetency  to  deal  with  that  question. 
We  understand  the  claim  of  the  petitioners  io  be 
founded  only  upon  the  fact  that  a  large  number 
of  citizens,  including  many  hotnoeooa'hic  physi- 
cians, desire  that  a  hospital  be  established  in 
which  the  homoeopathic  method  may  be  prac- 
tised . 

If  the  claims  and  desires  of  tba  school  of  rnedi- 
cioe  represented  by  tne  petitioners  are  granted, 
and  carried  into  effect,  your  committee  fail  to  see 
how  similar  claims  and  desire  of  otht>r  schools  of 
medicine,  if  present  d  in  a  similar  wav  aod  for 
the  same,  avowed  object,  can  be  ignored  or  re- 
fused. In  regard  to  the  claims  under  consider- 
ation, statements  <yere  made  at  the  oublic  bearing 
tnat  much  injustice  is  doue  and  much  dissatisfac- 
tion cau-ed  by  compelling  patients,  forced  to  seek 
tbe  aid  of  the  hospital,  to  be  treated  under  a  sys- 
tem repugnant  to  them. 

To  ascertain  how  £&<•  this  charge  might  be  well 
grounded,  evidence  waselici'ed  from  the  Saper- 
intendei'tof  tbe  City  Hospital  to  this  effect,  that 
in  admitting  patients  during  his  *,hree  years  of 
service,  not,  one  patient  had  asked  for  homoeopa- 
thic treatment,  and  that  by  his  orners  each  pa- 
tient now  m  the  hospital,  excepting  children,  six 
in  number,  bad  been  asfced  bv  the  ward  atten- 
deots  if  he  or  she  had  any  preference  for  homoeo- 
pathic treatment.  The  result  was  that  out  of  the 
whole  number  of  215  patients,  211  were  indifferent 
or  satisfied  with  their  present  treatment,  and  four 
preteireo  homceopatoic  treatment. 

Tour  committes  bave  no  means  of  koowiog  how 
many  persons  have  refiaioeo  fiom  applying  at 
the  hospital,  knowing  that  homoeopathic  treat- 
ment could  not  be  obtained  there. 

The  expense  of  establishing  and  conducting  a 
hospital  is  ve  v  srreat  and  a  large  £.ppronrian'on 
<$190,000)  was  lately  made  by  the  City  Council  for 
additions  tothepiesent  hospital,which  were  much 
needed.  .    ,  „ 

It  has  been  suggested,  that  a  hospital  building 
no»  being  erected  by  tbe  friends  ot  homoeopathy, 
on  land  adjoining  trie  City  Hospual  grounds  might 
be  purchased  by  the  city  as  a  hospital  for  homoeo- 
pathic treat  meut. 

While  such  a  purchase,  with  that  of  the  neces- 


sary equipment,  would  involve  a  latge  expendi- 
ture, your  committee  believe  that  it  would  be  but 
tbe  fiist  step  toward  vastly  larger  ones.  It  is  con- 
ceded by  the  physicians  of  the  school  in  question 
that  the  numbei  of  buildings  used  by  the  present 
City  Hospital  is  desirable  for  tbe.purpose  of  classi- 
fying patients  as  before  alluded  to.  Is  it  not  cer- 
tain that,  if  the  proposed  new  hospital,  or  branch 
hospital,  be  established,  a  corresponding  variety 
of  buildings  would  soOl.  be  demanded,  in  order  to 
give  equal  advantages  to  tbe  new  institution? 

So  far,  then,  as  tne  wants  of  the  community, 
viewed  as  a  whole,  are  concerned.,  we  are  of  the 
opinion  that  no  additional  hospital  accommoda- 
tions are  needed  at  the  piesent,  time. 

Your  comuiitiee  believe,  however,  that  some 
arrangement  can  be  made  with  the  trustees  of  the 
Homoeopathic  Hospital  (aow  being  erected  on 
land  adjoiuing  that  of  the  City  Hospital),  whereby 
patients  cesinngthe  mode  of  treatment,  to  be  had 
there,  may  be  received  at  cuat  bosoitai,  the  ex- 
penses of  such  patients  while  there  to  be  paid  by 
tbe  city,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  tbe  average  cost 
per  bed  at  the  City  Hospital,  and  rhatthe  ciustees 
of  tbe  City  Hospital  should  be  instiucted  to  make 
such  arrangements,  if  found  practicable. 

Your  committee  would,  therefore,  respectfully 
recommend  the  passage  ot  tne  following  order. 
For  the  committee. 

A.  A.  Burrage,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  City  Hospital 
be  instructed  to  arrange  and  make  terms  with  the 
trustees  of  the  Massacbusetts  Homoeopathic  Hos- 
pital (now  being  eitcted  oi.  land  adjoining  that  of 
the  City  Hospital),  wLeteby  patients  admitted  for 
treatment  woo  may  desiie'to  be  treated  according 
to  the  homoeopathic  method  maybe  transferred 
to  the  said  Homoeopathic  Hospital,  the  expenses 
of  such  patients,  *hile  there,  to  bu  paia  oy  the 
trustees  of  the  City  Hospital,  ana  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  City  Hospital;  the  price  to  be 
paid  per  o'<ty  for  each  of  such  patients  not  to  ex- 
ceed tbe  average  daily  cost  per  bed  at  the  City 
Hospital,  such  cosi  to  be  ascertained  and  agreed 
upon  by  the  two  boards  of  trustees.  The  city  of 
Boston  assuming  by  this  order  no  responsibdity 
whatever  for  or  to  the  said  Massachusetts  Homoe- 
opathic Hospital,  anv  further  than  io  pay  the 
charges  above  specified. 

Laid  on  the  taole  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  on 
motion  of  Alderman  Burrage. 

STABLES,    ETC. 

Aloerman  Wortlnngton  submitted  reports  as 
follows,  from  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the 
part  of  the  Board  : 

Reports  recommer.ding  that  leave  be  granted 
on  the  usual  conditions,  to  occupy  stables,  to 
Blacker  &  Sheparl,  414  Albany  street;  M.  C. 
Burry,  Downer  street,  Ward  15;  John  Nolan. 
Starr  street,  Ward  17;  John  McLoud,  South  Eden 
stie°t;  Mrs.  M.  Harrington,  Wall  street,  rear  of 
292  Bunker  Hill  street;  H.  E.  Hall  &  Co.,  189  Port- 
land street. 

Repoits  of  leave  to  witndraw  on  the  following 
petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables :  D.  H.  Pettee 
&  Co.,  rear  92  Cambridge  street;  Ira  B.  Quimby, 
4  Murry  court;  D.  H.  McKay.  Ca-leton  street; 
Hugh  Thompson,  Dorchester  avenue. 

SEVERALLY  ACCEPTED. 

Alderman  Woithington  submitted  reports  from 
the  Joint  (JomniiJt.ee  on  Health,  that  no  action  is 
required  on  petitions  of  Maria  A.  Lee  tbat  the 
Board  ot  Health  be  directed  to  examine  the  prem- 
iSBS  at  287  Shi wmut  avenue;  a>>d  ot  Benevolent 
Fraternity  of  Churches  for  a  culvert  i a  passageway 
in  rear  of  Camden  or  Northampton  aod  Tremont 
streets.    Severally  accepted.    Sent  down. 

STEAM  ENGINE. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines  in  favor  of  granting 
a  permit  to  the  Bos  on  Button  Company  to  locate 
a  steam  engine  at  corctr  of  Oliver  and  Purchase 
streets.    Accepted. 

THE  ELECTION  RETURNS. 

Aideiiman  Stebbins  submitted  the  following: 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  re- 
turns of  votes  cast  in  the  several  wards  of  this 
city  for  municipal  officers,  have  attended  to  that 
duty  ai:d  report  that  the  returns  apoear  to  be 
properlv  made  and  the  results  are  correctly  re- 
corded in  the  official  record,  fiom  which  it  appears 
that  the  following  persons  having  a  plurality  of 
voces  are  chosen  to  their  respective  offices,  viz.: 

Mayor — Samuel  C.  Cobb. 

Aldermen — Solomon  B.  Stebbins,  William  Pope, 
Clinton  Viles,  Alvah  A.  Burrage,  Francis  Thomp- 
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son,  Choate  Bumham,  John  X.  Clark,  Abraham 
O.  Bigelow.Hugb  O'Brien,  Liverus  Hull,  Thomas 
J.  Wbidden,  George  T.  Sampson. 

Street  Com nissioufr— Newton  Talbot. 

School  Committee — 

For  three  years— Warreu  P.  Adams,  George  A. 
Thayer,  Charles  C.  Perkins,  John  G.  Blake,  Joho 
B.  Moian,  Godfrey  Morse,  Abby  W.  May,  John  J. 
Hayes. 

For  two  year?— John  E.  Fitzgerald,  Warren 
Fletcher,  William  H.  Learnard,  Jr.,  James  M'oise, 
Chailes  Hunching,  George  H.  Plummer,  Lucia  M. 
Peabody,  Nahum  Chapiu. 

For  one  year— William  T.  Adams,  Charl»s  L. 
Flint,  Lucre tia  P.  Hale,  Lucre- Lia  C'ocker,  John 
E.  Blakemote,  F.  Lyman  Winship,  William  H. 
Finney,  Ezra  Palmer. 

The  committee  recommend  tba-  the  Cty  Clerk 
be  directeii  to  notity  cbe  above-named  persons  of 
their  election. 

Solomon  B.  Stebbins.  ) 

Hugh  O'Brien.  S  Committee. 

Thomas  B.  Harris.         ) 

Accepted. 

NORTHAMPTON-STREET  DISTRICT. 

Aldeiman  Stebbins  submit  red  the  followinsr 
from  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Northamp- 
ton-street District: 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  John 
Coicoran  tor  abatement;  of  assessment  upon  his 
estate  ol  Colony  place,  on  the  ground  of  certain 
informalities  in  ruakmg  said  assessment.  Ac- 
cepted.    Sent  down. 

Report  on  petition  of  Mary  Cunningliam  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  Tbattbe  assessment  upon  ihe  estate 
of  Francis  Cunningham  on  Fellows  court,  for  rais- 
ing the  grade  thereof,  as  piovided  by  chapter  340 
of  the  acts  ot  1873,  amounting  to  $105.60,  and 
which,  by  an  order  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
passed  April  20,  1875,  was  apportioned  into  three 
parts  to  be  paid  annually  by  said  Cunningham,  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  abated. 

Read  oace. 

OFFICE    HOURS  IN    CITY    DEPARTMENTS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincv,  the  ordmaoce, 
iu  new  diaft,  to  regulate  office  hours  of  city 
officers  (City  Doc.  No.  121),  was  taken  from  the 
table  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

CITY  ARCHITECT. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy,  the  ordinance,  iu 
new  dralt,  to  establish  cbe  office  ot  City  Architect 
(City  Doc.  No,  122),  was  taken  from  the'  table  and 
passed.    Sent  down. 

PROTECTION  OF  LABORERS  ON  CITY  WORK. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quin;y,  the  majority 
report  of  Committee  on  Oruinances  that  it  is  in- 
expedient to  provide  by  ordinance  that  contract- 
ors witb  the  city  snail  file  a  bono  to  pay  their 
laborers  or  workmen  ■ssas  taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  O'Brien  submitter  the  followiig  mi- 
nority report: 

In  Board  of  Aldermen,  Dec.  20, 1875. 

Che  undersigned,  a  tni  oruy  of  the  Joint  Stand- 
ing Com mittpe  on  Ordnances,  being  unable  to 
agree  to  the  report  of  the  major,  tv  of  said  com- 
mittee on  the  subject  of  ihe  protection  of  the  em- 
ployes of  city  contractors,  beg  leave  to  report  as 
follows : 

The  State  Legislature  many  years  ago  deemed  it 
desirable  to  secure  to  mechanics  and  laborers  the 
due  payment  of  their  wages  by  giving  them  a  lien 
upon  the  buildings  opou  which  they  should  labor 
and  upon  the  land  under  the  same.  The  so-called 
"mechanic's  lien  law"  does  not,  however,  give 
any  protection  to  a  large  class  ot  laborers  who 
seem  to  be  equally  entitled  to  consideration.  As 
the  law  stands  today,  the  city  may  bargain  with 
contractors  for  the  execution  of  public  works  re- 
quiring the  employment  ot  large  numbers  ot  la- 
borers, such  as  the  constructing  of  the  new  Sud- 
bury aqueduct,  the  laying  of  water  pip. sand 
sewers,  the  grading  of  streets,  etc.,  and  when  the 
time  for  pavment  to  the  contractor  at  rives,  it  may 
b3  founo  that  he  has  assigned  his  claim  against 
the  city  to  some  third  party,  and  that,  although 
none  ot  the  laborets  have  been  paid,  the  city  can- 
not refuse  to  pay  the  party  to  whom  the  claim  had 
been  assigned,  and  the  laborers  having  no  clnim 
against  the  assignee,  but  only  against  the  original 
contractor,  who  has  perhaps  absconded  or  failed, 
will  lose  the  whole  of  their  hard-earuea  wages, 
and  will  perhaps  be  compelled  to  come  upon  the 
citv  for  support  as  paupers.  Apart  from  geneial 
considerations  of   charity   t«   the  poor,  it  would 


seem  chat,  as  a  large  portion  of  these  laborers  are 
citizens  ot  Boston,  it  would  be  eminently  proper 
that  we  should  take  any  measures  which,  may  be 
practicable  to  insute  that  the  money  paid  over  bv 
the  city  on  account  ot  tue,ir  labor  shoul-J  actually 
reach  their  pockets,  and  it  has  seemed  to  ihe  un- 
dersigned tbat  this  maybe  done  by  such  an  ordi- 
nance as  is  appended  to  this  report,  anc  we  there- 
fore recommend  its  passage. 

Hugh  O'Brien. 
Uriel  .-f.  Crocker. 
An  Ordinance 
In  r°lation   to  contracts  involving  the   employ- 
ment ot  laborers. 

Be  it  ordain  d,  by  the  Aldeimen  and  Common 
Council  of  the  city  of  Boston,  in  Ciiv  Council  as- 
sembled, as  follow* : 

In  eveiy  contract,  en  ereri  into  on  b*ba'f  of  the 
eit.y,  and  involving  the  employment  of  mecha  tics 
or  laborers  by  tire  contractor,  a  provision  shall  be 
inserted  to  the  effpet  that  the  cotumittee,  board 
or  other  authority  making  such  contract,  may,  if 
it  deems  it  expedient  to  do  so,  r-tcin  out  of  any 
amounts  due  to  such  contractor  sums  sufficient  to 
cover  any  unpaid  claims  of  mechanics  or  laborers 
for  work  or  labor  performed  uader  sncii  contract; 
provided  that  notice  in  writing  of  such  claims, 
signed  bv  the  claimants,  shall  have  beeu  pre- 
viously tiled  in  the  office  of  the  City  Clerk. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  O'Brien,  tne  majority 
and  miDonty  reports  were  laid  on  the  table  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

THE  CLAIM  OF  MR.  JEFFRIES. 

On  motion  of  A'cleroianjStebbins,  the  report  of 
leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  of  John  Jeffries 
et  al.,  tor  abatement  of  taxes  assessed  on  land  at 
East  Boston,  was  tauen  from  the  table. 

The  question  was  on  concurrence  in  the  accept- 
ance ot  the  report. 

Alderman  Bigelow — I  have  taken  somewhat  dif- 
ferent views  of  tni<  case  from  those  expressed  in 
the  report  of  the  committee,  and  i  desire  to  give 
the  reasons  why  I  shall  vote  in  favor  of  allowing 
tbe  abatement  of  the  assessment  of  taxes  on  the 
land  owned  by  Mr.  Jeffries.  This  bond  wa^s  evi- 
dently obtained  by  Mr.  Palmer  from  Mr.  Jeffries 
in  the  interest  of  the  city,  and  has  been  in 
po?session  ot  Mr.  Palmer  for  the  city.  Mr. 
Jeffries,  as  I  understand,  nas  considered  him- 
self bonncl  by  it.  Now  if  the  bond  means 
anything  it  means  just  wba>  it  says.  It  says  as 
distir ctly  that  the  taxes  shall  be  abated  as  that 
Mr.  Jeffries  is  bound  to  sell  this  land  to  the  city 
for  n  stated  price.  Let  us  suppose  the  case  a  lit  tie 
different.  Suppose  these  railroads  had  decided 
to  change  their  locations  and  the  city  had  con- 
cluded to  purchase  the  land.  Thty  give  notice  to 
Mr.  Jeffries  that  th°y  have  so  decided,  and 
ask  him  to  execute  a  conveyance.  Mr.  Jef- 
fries has  had  a.  oetter  offer  fox  the  land  and 
declines  to  make  the  conveyance  or  to  ful- 
fil th/s  or<ligatixn  i  amed  in  the  bond.  The  city 
goes  to  toe  court  and  compels  him  to  fulfil  his 
bond.  The  court,  it  seems  to  me,  v.  oiild  be  very 
unreasonable— I  can  hardly  conceive  thar  any 
court  of  justice  Tould— to  ignore  one  part  of  the 
obligation  and  enforce  the  fulfilment  of  Ihe  other. 
It  seems  to  me  that  if  this  was  a  mercantile  trans- 
action it  would  hardly  stand  the  test  among  hon- 
orable men.  I  really  feel  that  there  is  an  1m- 
plisd  obligation  or.  the  part  of  ihe  city  to 
abate  these  taxes;  and  I  snail  vote  against 
the  report  leave  to  withdraw;  for  I  feel  that  the 
honor  of  the  city  would  be  somewhat  compro- 
mised, and  I  do  not  wish  to  recoid  my  vote  in 
favor  of  any  such  transaction.  I  hope  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  will  see  this  matter  as  1  do,  and  vote 
to  abate  the  taxes  as  claimed  by  Mr.  Jeffries. 

Alderman  Bun  age— When  this  ca<e  was  fiist 
stated  to  me  there  appeared  to  toe  some  grounds 
for  the  claim  that  in  equity  the  city  should  make 
the  abatement  petitioned  foi ;  but  upon  hearing 
the  statements  made  at  the  hearing  before  the 
Board  my  opinion  was  sotnewh.t  changed.  The 
folio  wing  points  appeared  to  be  established: 

1.  That  it  was  distinctly  understood  by  ,11  par- 
ties to  the  transaction  that  Mr.  Palmer,  in  procur- 
ing the  hoods  or  refusals,  acted  without  auy  au- 
thority whatever;  tbattbe  city  of  Boston  was  in 
no  way  leg'ihy  bound  by  his  action. 

2.  That  the  city  and  Mr.  Jeffries  were 
mutually  inte-ested  in  procuring  the  relocation  of 
the  railroad  tracks;  the  city,  for  public  leasons, 
and  Mr.  Jeffries  ana  the  parties  for  whom  he  act- 
ed because  they  were  the  owners  of  certain  lots  of 
unsalable  land,  which  might  therebv  be  biought 
to  a  market  and  sold  at  an  enhanced  "price. 
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3.  Tbat  tbe  force  and  validity  ot  tbe  bonds  were 
made  to  depend  upon  the  future  action  of  tne  city 
in  giviog  or  in  withboloiog  che  consideration 
named,  viz.:  tbe  |  ayment  of  tbe  taxes  assessed  for 
1875.  If  the  taxes  sbould  be  assumed  bv  the  city, 
Mr.  Jeffries  would  be  obliged  to  sell  thslandat  tbe 
price  named,  provMed  the  city  desired  to  purchase 
at  tbat  prico,  bur  the  city  would  not  be  under  ob- 
ligation to  buy  at  './hat  or  any  other  price.  The 
teims  of  the  bonds,  as  well  as  the  manner  m  which 
thev  were  given  and  taken,  show  conclusively,  to 
my  mic.d,  that  they  were  not  lutended  to  bina  the 
city  to  a oy  thing,  and  were  to  be  binding  upon  air. 
Jeffries  o>  ly  upon  a  certain  contingenny  which 
has  not  occurred.  If  it  were  tor  the  intere-t  of 
the  city  to  puichase  the  land  at  the  prices 
named  before  the  first  of  January  next, 
it  woul'i  be  the  duty  or  rhe  City  Council 
to  assume  the  raxes  udoii  it  tor  1875,  provided  it 
could  not  be  bought  o?i  better  terms,  lhere  is  no 
doubt  that  Mr.  Jeffries  could  have  demanded  the 
papers  or  have  made  them  of  no  use  by  repudiat- 
ing them  at  any  ti  cue,  had  he  chosen  to  do  so,  for 
until  the  city  bad  as.-umed  the  taxes  in  accord- 
ance with  the  condition  named  in  che  bo  els,  they 
were  not  woith  the  ink  with  which  they  were 
wiitteu.  Iregietthe  urisunaei standing  and  that 
I  am  unable  to  meet  the  wishes  of  so  worthy  a 
gentleman  by  voting  to  graat  his  petition,  and 
must  vote  tor  giviug  leave  co  withdraw. 

Alderman  Quincy — I  cannot  but  take  ruesame 
view  as  the  Alderina  u  from  West  Roxbury  does, 
tbat  this  is  a  case  in  which  the  city  is  equitably, 
altnough  certainly  not  legally,  boand.  Ihe  ques- 
tion is  whether  it  was  an  offer  which  Mr.  Jeffries 
had  the  right  to  withdra  #  at  any  momeLt,  or 
whecberitwas  a  boud  by  which  he  was  bound. 
Now,  it  seems  to  me  thai  both  he  and  Mr. 
Palmer  said  it  was  tbe  latter.  Mr.  Palmer 
distinctly  said  that  if  Mr.  Jeffries  bad 
demanded  the  bond  he  would  not  have  given  it  to 
him  unless  so  instructed  by  the  ciry  authorities. 
He  considered  that  he  held  the  bond'  for  the  city 
and  that  it  was  binding  upon  the  city  as  long  as  it 
was  held  by  him  in  behalf  of  the  city.  I  cannot 
look  upon  it  asbinoing  upoa  Mr.  Jeffries  io  a  cer- 
tain contingency  only  as  it  was  binding  upon  che 
eicy  as  long  as  it  was  held  in  behalf  of  the  city. 
The  city  had  the  right  to  exact  che  performance 
»f  it,  and  it  was  binding  upon  ihe  city 
as  long  as  Mr.  Jeffries  was  preveuted  from  mak- 
ing any  disposition  of  this  land  which  he  might 
m-jike.  Ther  fore,  although  not  thiuking  tbat  the 
city  is  legally  bouud  by  it,  he  agreed  to  be  bound 
bv  one  condition. 

Alderman  Burrage—  That  condition  has  not  been 
fulfilled. 

Aldeiman  Quiocy— And  it  was  executed  in  be- 
half of  the  city  on  condition  that  the  city  should 
agree,  ch-ough  Mr.  Palmer,  that  the  taxes  should 
be  remitted,  lu  that  view  I  consider  ths.t  Mr. 
Jeffries  has  an  equitable  case. 

Alderman  Po  >*  er— Pr  evious  to  the  hearing  I 
must  confess  that  I  thought  there  was  more  equi- 
ty aod  justice  in  payi<  g  Mr.  Jeffries  than  I  thiols 
now  after  i  he  heaiiug  of  the  ca-e.  It  seems  to  me 
th^titwdlDe  a  dangerous  precedent  to  set,  to 
pav  a  man  a  large  sum  of  monev  like  this  under 
such  circumstances.  It  does  not  seeaj  co  me 
tnat  any  one  bad  the  slightpst  authority 
from  the  City  Government  to  do  arythmg 
in  this  matter— no  committee  lor  any  on»  had  any 
authority  at  all.  To  vote  co  pay  this  money  under 
these  circumstances  would  be  i  dangerous  thing 
to  do.  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  th?.t  Mr. 
Jeffries's  eotire  statement  is  perfectly  tiue,  and 
that  hs  makes  it  in  good  faith ;  toat  he  held  him- 
self legally  bound.  The  boi.d  did  not  amount  to 
anything,  for  if  he  had  demanded  it  of  Mi.  Palmer 
and  Mr.  Palmer  had  refused  to  give  it  up,  I  aon't 
know  what  it  would  have  amounted  to.  Mr. 
Palmer  had  no  authority  from  the  city  to 
hold  it  and  I  do  not  see  that  he  had  any  authority 
to  do  what  he  did,  or  that  anybody  bad  anv  au- 
thority to  do  what  <*as  done.  It  s°ems  to  me  to 
be  a  dangerous  precedeut  to  pay  a  large  sum  of 
money  under  such  circumstances.  I  sympathize 
with  Mr.  Jeffries,  because  I  think  every  word  he 
says  is  true  and  that  he  kept  his  word  iu  good 
faith ;  but  I  do  not  thmk  J  should  be  justified  to 
vore  to  pay  him  the  money  uader  the  circum- 
stuncGS 

Alderman  Bigelow— It  seems  to  me  very  plain 
that  Mr.  Palnoer  wa«  acting  under  some  instruc- 
tions from  the  city  authorities.  He  was  re- 
lieved from  duty  in  tne  Assessors'  Department 
for  ten  days  for  the  purpose  of  getting  this  and 
other  bonds.    This  bond    was  different  from  the 


others.  Mr.  Jeffries  stated  distinctly  thac  he 
would  not  give  the  bond  unless  rhe  clanse  relat- 
ing to  taxes  was  iu  eluded.  This  bond 
was  taken  bis  Mr.  Palmer,  aud  referred 
to  one  of  the  Aldermen  who  had  the 
niatrerm  charge,  who  made  no  objections  to  it,  as 
I  understand  it,  and  the  br>nd  was  accepted  by 
Mr.  Palmer  ano  held  for  the  city  up  to  the  pres- 
ent time.  No  objection  was  made  to  it,  Now  if 
the  city  by  its  agent  accepts  a  bond,  whether  it  is 
signed  by  the  citv  or  not,  rhe  city  is  bounu  bv  it. 
If  Mr.  Jeffries  was  oound,  the  city  is  bound.  If 
the  bond  means  anything  tt  m&ans  all  that 
it  says.  It  says  as  distinctly  tnat  these 
taxes  shall  be  abated  as  it  stares  the 
price  at  which  the  land  shall  be  sold. 
I  see  no  reason  why  we  are  not  bound,  if  Mt. 
Jeffries  is  bound,  as  be  considers  himself.  He 
distinctly  states  that  he  considers  himself  bound 
to  the  city,  and  it  seems  to  me  tbat  tbe  honor  of 
the  city  is  at  stake,  that  there  is  an  implied  obli- 
gation on  the  part  of  tbe  city  to  abate  these 
taxes.    I  tail  to  see  it  in  any  other  light. 

Alderman  Dower  in  tbe  chair. 

Alderman  Claris—  I  fully  con  cur,  with  ike  Ale  er- 
man  who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  that  the 
city  is  bound  in  equity  not  to  accept  tbe  report  of 
tbe  Committee  on  the  Assessors' Department.  It 
would  oe  ueating  lespectable  citizens  in  a  very 
mean  and  contemptible  manner.  Mr.  Pdmer  was 
authorized  by  somebody.  He  was  the  authoiized 
agent  of  parries  high  is  authority  ^o  obtain  these 
bonds.  He  did  ODtain  them,  and  the  boDd  of 
Mi.  Jeffries  contains  certain  conditions,  which 
were  that  the  city  should  abate  the  taxes 
upoj  that  land  tor  1875,  whether  the  cicy 
took  the  land  or  not.  11  was  the  express 
condition  and  the  only  conditiou  upon  which  Mr. 
Jeffries  would  give  the  bond  of  his  property  to 
the  city.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  it  seems  to  me  cnat 
it  is  a  very  poor  argument  to  say  tbat  there  was 
no  one  authorized  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to 
obtain  this  bond.  It  Mr.  Palmer  did  so  without 
any  authority,  then  he  should  immediaiely  cease 
to  be  a  city  official;  but  ^f  be  was  request- 
ed by  tte  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
.Legislative  Matters,  oi  bj  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  obtain  these  bonds  and  hold  them,  so  that  the 
citv  could  take  the  property  at  any  time  duiing 
the  months  of  1875,  then,  whether  Mr.  P:  liner  was 
authoiized  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  obtain 
those  bonds  or  not,  we  are  just  as  much  equicabiy 
bound  to  remit  these  taxes  as  we  are  to  pay  a 
bond  with  the  seal  of  the  city  attached  to  it."  It 
is  admitted,  I  believe,  on  all  hands  that  Mr.  Jef- 
fries could  not  draw  tbat  bond,  and  that  the 
city  had  the  right  to  take  that  land  any 
time  during  the  year  1875;  and  they  have  the  right 
to  take  that  land  today  and  Mr.  Jeffries  could  not 
help  himself. 

Alderman  Burrage — I  think  not. 

Alderman  Claik — I  understand  that  the  cicy  has 
the  right  to  take  that  land  today  and  Mr.  Jeffries 
could'not  helo  himself.  It  is  a  poor  rule  chat 
vfill  not  work  borb  ways.  It  is  a  poor  argu- 
ment that  Mi.  Palmer  had  no  authority 
or  was  cor  authorized  to  obtain  tho^e  bonds. 
He  was  requested  bv  nis  honor  the  Mayor 
and  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Legisla- 
tive Matters  to  obtain  them  from  Mr.  Jeffries  and 
others.  And  Mr.  Palmer  knew,  when  hs.  took  that 
boud,  chat  the  only  condition  upoa  wnich  it  was 
given  was  that  soecihed  in  the  boud;  and  that  the 
agreement  was  that  tbe  city  should  remit  the 
taxes  u.ider  any  and  all  circumstances.  I  would 
treat  this  matter  as  I  would  tr?at  ic  unoer  piivate 
circumstances.  I  believe  the  ciiy  should  treat 
Mr.  Jeffries  as  if  Mr.  Palmer  bad  been 
authorized  by  the  Cuy  Council  to  obtain 
these  bonos.  He  was  authorized  by  onr  superior 
in  office  and  by  the  Committee  on  Legislative 
Matters.  I  do  not  uuderstand  that  there  is  any 
disagreement  on  that  point.  I  understand  from  the 
chaiiman  c  f  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Mas- 
ter" tnat  Mr.  Palmer  was  requested  to  obtain  the 
boads  of  all  that  propercy  over  there;  and  I  pre- 
sume the  chairman  of  that  committee  was  perfect- 
ly well  aware  what  the  na cure  of  chat  bond  was. 
At  all  events  the  bond  was  given  and  accepted, 
and  no  other  bond  could  have  been  obtained  at 
the  time.  The  city  has  accepted  the  bond,  and 
they  should  hold  to  its  conditions.  I  offer  the  fol- 
lowing as  a  substitute  for  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee: 

Ordered,  That  the  taxes  assessed  upon  certain 
estates  in  1875,  bonded  to  the  city  of  Boston  by 
John  Jeffries,  John  Jeffries,  Jr..  and  Edwin  G. 
Angel  1,  at  East  Boston,  for  the  purpose  of  effect- 
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ing  the  relocation  of  certain  tracks  of  the  steam 
railroads  at  East  Boston,  be  and  they  are  hereby 
abated. 

Alderman  Wortkington — I  would  like  to  hear 
from  the  Committee  r>n  Legislative  Matters  what 
the  understanding  ws»s,  or  whether  trey  supposed 
they  were  raking  a  boud  for  the  city  to  remit  the 
taxes. 

Alderman  Stebbins — Whea  tbe  question  was  be- 
fore tats  Board  at  a  previous  meeting,  I  stated  the 
matter  vei'ytthorougD]y;  however,  I  will  go  over  it 
briefly  again.  Tue  Legislature,  at  trie  session  of 
1874,  passtd  a  resolve  directing  the  Rail- 
road Commissioners  to  consider  what  change, 
if  any,  could  be  made  in  the  location 
of  certain  railroad  tracks  in  East  Boston, 
and  the  Coanmissioreri' were  instructed  to  report 
at  an  early  day  the  following  session.  They  were 
to  report  upon  whom  the  expense  should  be  as- 
sessed, what  part  should  be  assessed  upon  the 
railroad  corporations  and  what  part  upon  the  citv 
of  Boston.  Tuat  was  the  resolve  upon  which  all 
subsequent  action  was  taken  by  the  city  au- 
thorities. Toe  Commissioners  gave  one  or  two 
public  hearings  in  relation  to  the  matter  and 
tbe  City  Engineer  made  certain  surveys  and 
estimates  of  ch»  cost  of  the  pioposeo  change. 
Later  in  tbe  sessioo  it  was  suggested  by  the  Alder- 
man from  Ea-"t  Boston  [Aloerm-'ii  Brooks]  that 
the  land  it  was  prooo  ed  to  cross  by  the  new  loca- 
tion could  be  bou'  erl  and  me  case  thereby  better 
presented  to  the  Legi  lature  than  if  the  city  should 
go  there  without  being  ab'e  to  state  definitely 
what  tbe  cost  would  be.  One  or  twro  meetings  for 
conference  were  held  in  the  City  Hall,  and  it  was 
firally  suggested  by  the  Aide  man  who  represent- 
ed East  Boston,  that  Mr.  Palmer  of  the  Assessors' 
Department  resided  in  that  section  of  the  city, 
that  he  was  •  ntirely  familiar  with  the  land  and 
the  owners  having  it  for  sale,  and  that  he  «  ould 
be  the  proper  person  to  procive  the  bonos.  A 
form  of  bond  to  bs  used  was  prepared  at  the  City 
Solicitor's  office,  which  could  be  transferred  to 
any  commission  authorized  by  the  Legislature  to 
6ffect  the  change.  This  bond  was  used  in  one  or 
two  instances.  A  written  bond  was  also  given 
by  other  parties,  with  the  same  provision, 
bowsver,  as  that  contained  in  the  printed 
bond,  so  that  the  bonds  conld  be  trans- 
ferred to  anv  commission  which  might  be 
intrusted  with  the  cbangs  of  th<*  location.  Mr. 
Jeffries's  bonds,  foi  some  reason  or  ar. other,  .".ere 
entirely  different.  They  were  not  in  the  nature  of 
a  bond,  but  simply  a  statement  tiat  for  a  certain 
consideration  l.e  would  transfer  certain  real  es- 
tate to  the  city  of  Boston.  No  penalty  was  at- 
tache j  to  it  in  case  the  property  soould  not  be 
transferred.  I  do  not  think  his  Honor  the  Mator, 
and  certainly  I,  never  saw  tha  clause  inserted  by 
Mr.  Jeffries,  claiming  that  tbe  taxts  ,-bould  be  rs- 
mitted  until  within  a  veiy  few  weeks  since, 
when  it  was  brought  to  the  at'ention  of  the 
Assessors'  Department.  That  was  my  first  knowl- 
edge of  any  suctr  condition  in  this  statement  of 
Mr.  Jeffries.  Had  I  s>een  it  at  the  time  I  should 
most  certainlv  have  objected  to  rhe  trims  being 
received.  I  am  positive  the  Mayor  never  saw 
the.-e  bonds;  in  fact  Mi.  Palmer  informed  me 
that  the  Mayor  never  saw  them,  and  1  am  rot 
aware  that  anything  was  ever  said  to  the  commit- 
tee about  them.  It  *as  understood  by  all  parties 
that  we  were  simp]y  acting  in  the  interest 
of  any  commission  which  lnigot  be  authorized 
to  effect  the  change.  We  certainly  were  tot 
negotiating  for  this  land  for  the  city  of  Boston. 
The  citv  was  not  to  effect  the  change,  but  it  was 
to  be  effected  oy  some  commission  appointed  by 
the  Legislature.  It  was  not  the  city  of  Boston 
which  was  to  be  the  aer-nt,  but  tbi-  commission 
who  weie  to  oe  aopointed,  and  the  city  wa<  to  be 
assessed  a  portion  of  the  cost  of  inakii  a  the 
change.  Now,  in  regard  to  tae  petition  of  Mr. 
Jeffries,  I  suppose  it  means  substantially  this: 
that  Mr.  Jeffries  desires  to  shift  this  burden  of 
taxation  upou  other  shoulders;  upon  youis,  Mr. 
Chairman,  and  udoo  eac^i  of  us.  Well,  sir,  that 
perhaps  might  be  done  oy  the  order 
offered  by  the  Alderman  from  new  Ward 
11,  but  we  know  that  we  are  not  au- 
thorizes by  any  statute  to  make  such  an  as- 
sessment upon  other  taxpayers.  The  Lt  gr?lature 
provides  for  what  purooses  we  may  assess  taxes 
upon  tbe  people.  We  cao  assess  taxes  for  certain 
general  purposes  and  by  special  act  for  certain 
special  purposes ;  but  we  never  have  been  author- 
ized to  assess  the  taxpayers  for  the  removal  of 
these  tracks  in  East  Boston,  and  that  is  really 
what  it  amounts  to.    We  wish  to  relieve  Mr.  Jef- 


fries in  this  matter  and  assess  it  upon  other  tax- 
payers. It  cannot  be  o'one  legally,  recause 
the  city  ot  Boston  has  not  been  authored  to 
make  such  an  assessment  upon  the  taxable 
property  of  the  city.  If  we  desire  to  do  it  in  a 
legal  way  we  can  go  to  the  Legislature  and  ob- 
tain authority,  but  we  cannot  do  it  legally,  a«  we 
have  never  been  authorized  by  the  Legislature  to 
arsess  the  taxpayers  for  any  such  purpose. 

Alderman  Bigelow— I  understand  Mr.  Palmer 
to  say  that  this  bond  was  submitted  to  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  ota  Legislative  Matcsis, 
and  that  he  criticised  it,  and  made  a  suggestion 
in  regard  to  a  difference  in  rre  price.  Mr. 
Jeffries  made  the  condition  that  if  the  land 
was  taken  in  a  certalo  time  he  should  be  paid 
a  certain  price,  ano  another  price  for  another 
time.  I  understand  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee objected  to  it,  so  be  must  have  seen  ths  bond, 
otherwise  he  could  not  have  made  the  suggestion. 

Alderman  Stebbins— Mr.  Palmer,  I  am  aware, 
stated  that  he  had  c' n  impiession  that  he  showed 
the  bond  to  me;  but  I  desite  again  to  repeat  that 
I  never  saw  this  bond  until  witbin  a  few  weoks, 
or  si.-  ce  the  matter  was  brought  to  th<=  attention 
ot  tbe  Committee  on  Assessois'  Department.  If 
I  had  I  should  never  have  alioved  it  to  be  re- 
ceived. 

Alderman  Burrage — In  considering  tbe  equity  of 
this  motion  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  tha;  it  was 
for  the  interest  of  Mr.  Jeffries  more  tlan  for  the 
city  to  carry  out  the  change.  I  understand  that 
he  has  petitioned  the  Legislature  for  an  amend- 
ment to  this  act  to  make  it  compulsory  upon  the 
railroads  to  go  around  Jeffties  Point  and  bring 
his  land  into  the  market.  That  was  the  considera- 
tion which  induced  him  to  give  the  bond.  Then, 
in  reply  to  a  questioo  by  me,  bis  coun- 
sel, Mr.  Russ  11,  stated  that  there  was 
no  force  to  the  bo  ad  until  the  city  had 
abated  the  taxes-.  Whenever  the  city  abates  the 
taxes  then,  Mr.  Jeffries  is  bound,  and  not  before. 
I  havo  no  doubt  rhat  Mr.  Jeffries  acted  ia  good 
faith  ;  but  if  seems  veiy  strange  that  any  one  who 
would  draw  up  a  bond  so  carefully  as  th-.s  is 
drawn  should  not  sea  that  unless  tbe  considera- 
tion is  paid  it  will  have  no  force.  Of  course  the 
consideration  is  not  to  be  paid  until  the  taxes  are 
abated,  therefore  the  bond  ha?  no  force  whatever; 
in  anv  event  it  docs  not  hold  the  city  to  anything, 
because  the  city  has  not  signed  the  bond ; 
the  bonds  were  not  taken  by  tne  city  of  Boston,  as 
the  Alderman  savs.  I  am  speaking" of  the  equity 
of  the  matter.  Toe  point  made  by  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  8  in  regaid  to  the  legality  of  the  mat- 
ter is  sufficient,  it  seems  to  me;  but  ir  seems  that 
parties  so  careful  in  drawing  up  a  bond  should 
have  more  knowledge  of  its  character  after  it  was 
drawD. 

Alderman  C? ark— It  may  be  that,  Mr.  Jef- 
fries was  interested  in  having  the  alteration 
made  in  the  tracks.  It  may  be  that  all  the 
parties  there  were  interested ;  but  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton was  the  party  who  sought  Mr.  Jeffries  and 
asked  him  for  a  bond  of  his  property.  Mr.  Jef- 
fries did  not  seek  the  city  of  Boston,  but  th-  city 
of  Bostou  sought  to  obtaia  uis  land  upon  certain 
conditions.  Now  it  is  fallacious  for  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  8  to  say  that  the  city  had  no  right  to 
make  aa  agreement  with  Mr.  Jeffries  to  pay  him 
a  certain  sum  of  money.  There  is  no  1-iw  to  pre- 
vent the  city  from  appropriating  $3000  to  <  re- 
tain a  bond  for  land  north  five  times 
as  much  m  case  a  certain  project  is  carried 
through,  w n ether  they  put  it  io  tie  shape  of 
taxes  or  of  a  certain  sum  of  money.  I  contend 
that  the  city  has  the  right,  and  rhe  only  question 
of  doubt  is  as  to  whether  Mr.  Patmer  was  author- 
ized by  anybody  to  obciin  these  bonds.  Tde 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Mat- 
ters does  not  i  retend  to  deny  that  Mr.  Palmer 
was  requested  to  obtain  these'  bonds.  The  bonds 
were  obtained, ,  and  the  consideration  was  that 
the  city  shourd  pav  tho  taxes  assessed  upon  the 
land,  whether  we  bought  the  land  or  not.  It  is 
simply  a  question  whether  we  are  willing  to  treat 
citizens  in  an  upright,  straightforward  manner, or 
to  take  advantage  of  a  quibble. 

Alderman  Quincv— It  seems  to  me  that  Mr.  Jef- 
fries had  exactly  the  same  right  to  state  at  what 
price  he  would  tie  up  his  land  as  he  had  to  name 
the  price  at  which  he  would  sell  it.  He  stated  the 
price  at  which  he  would  tie  up  the  land,  and  the 
agent  took  the  bond.  Mr.  Palmer  did  not  say  he 
would  take  the  bond  and  see  whether  it  is  accept- 
able or  not;  but  he  took  the  bond  and  retained  it 
aod  Mr.  Jeffries  was  prevented  from  making  an  y 
other  disposition  of  his  land. 
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Altiermau  Burraee — Dees  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  4,  as  a  lawyer,  thi  <ik  that  tbe  city  could  en- 
force that  oond  without  paving  the  considera- 
tion? 

Alderman  Quincy — I  should  not  lite  to  give  a 
legal  opinion  without  having  the  document  before 
me  to  read  carefully  ;  but  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is 
a  bond  which  could  have  be-n  enforced  at  any 
time.  At  all  events  ic  is  a  c  ocumetit  with  which 
the  city  could  go  to  the  Legislature  and  say 
it  will  cobt  so  much,  because  we  have  bonded 
tbe  laid  for  so  much.  Mr.  Jeffries  considered 
himself  bound  to  the  city,  and,  so  far  as  I  can 
judge,  be  was  bound  by  it.  1  think  he  bas  an 
equitable  claim  tor  ihe  abatement  of  tbe  taxes, 
ahhough  I  admit  he  has  not,  a  legal  claim. 

Alderman  Stebbius— I  desire  to  say  a  word  in 
reply  to  the  remark  of  tbe  Alderman  oo  my  left, 
that,  no  matter  what  contract  the  city  may  make 
with  any  party,  it  will  be  legal,  even  for  a  matter 
of  speculation.  I  am  no  lawyer,  but  I  think  I  can 
understand  distinct  y  that  no  such  contract  can  be 
binding  uoon  the  city.  Wecanot  ly  do  what  we  are 
authorized  to  do  by  the  Legislature.  We  cannot 
tsx  the  peonle  exi-ept  for  certain  specified  pur- 
poses, and  here  is  a  case  where  we  cannot  levy  a 
tax  unlecs  authorized  by  aspeci  1  «ct  of  the  Leg- 
islature; a od  we  have  not  yet  been  authorized  to 
do  so. 

Alderman  Bigelow — Why  was  this  bond  t.iken, 
and  why  did  Mr.  Palmer  sro  to  Mr.  Jeffries  and 
aret  it,  if  not  for  trie  puipose  of  binding  him?  We 
are  as  much  bound  to  abate  .hose  taxes  as  we 
are  to  pay  any  bill  tbaf  the  city  <  wes.  I 
would  like  ro  know  if  such  a  transaction 
would  stand  foi  a  moment  among  mercan- 
tile gentlemen?  If  1  had  such  a  transaction 
with  a  man  and  be  shoul i  ignore  it,  do  you  sup- 
pose I  would  have  atjotbtr  one  with  bim?  I  am 
sure  that  yoa  and  I  would  not.  The  city  is  as 
mucb  bound  morally  to  abate  tno^e  taxes  as  it  is 
to  pay  any  debt  it  owes.  I  am  surprised  to  hear 
tbe  Alderman  fiom  Ward  10  say  tbat  this  bond 
was  at  Mi.  Jeffries's  disposal  whenever  he  chose 
to  take  it.  Mr.  Palmer  distinctly  stated  tbat  he 
tuought  be  had  no  light  to  give  it  up,  and  tbat  he 
held  it  in  the  interest  ot  the  city.  There  is  no 
doubt  about  it  at  all. 

The  question  on  the  adoption  of  the  substitute 
was  taken  by  yeas  and  uavs,  on  tbe  Csll  of  Alder- 
man Quincv,  and  it  was  lost— yeas  4,  nays  7. 

Yeas  — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  ?rescott, 
Quincy— 4. 

Nays —Aldermen  Burrage,  Harris,  O'Brien, 
Power,  Stesbins,  Viles,  Worthington— 7. 

Absent — Alderman  Pope. 

Alderman  Claik  called  foi  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  report  was  accepted  in  concurrence — yeas 
7.  nays  4 — ih»  Aldprmen  voting  in  ths  same  rela- 
tive position. 

MYSTIC  WATER  BOARD. 

©u  motion  ot  Aidermaa  Stebbins,  the  report  of 
tbe  Committee  on  Water,  with  an  order  for  said 
committee  to  nominate  members  of  the  Mystic 
Water  Board  to  fill  vacancies,  was  taken  from  the 
table  and  referred  to  the  next  Cit\  Council  in 
non-concurrence.    Sent  down. 

FEES  OF  UNDERTAKERS. 

Ald°rmav;  Worthington   submitted  tbe  foilow- 

Tbe  Committee  oo  Health  on  the  part  of  tbe 
Board,  who  were  requested  to  consider  and  report 
what  fees,  if  any,  undertakers  are  entitled  to  re- 
ceive for  making  the  returns  requited  of  them  by 
chapter  21  of  the  General  Statutes,  acd  by  whom 
sans  l>es  should  be  paid,  beg  have  io  report  tbat 
in  consultation  with  the  City  Solicitor  tbeyhave 
ascertained  that  uooertakers  are  entitled  to  re- 
ceive the  sum  of  twenty-five  cents  for  each  return 
made  by  them,  and  your  committee  ate  of  the 
opinion  tbat  such  sums  should  be  paid  by  the  City 
Treasurer.  The  committee  recommend  the  pas- 
sage of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  every  sextor , undertaker  or  other 
person  making  the  returns  required  by  section  4 
of  chapter  21  of  ths  General  Statutes  to  th°  City 
Registrar  be  allowed  a  fee  of  twenty-five  cents 
therefor,  and  said  fee  be  paid  by  tbe  City  Treas- 
urer upon  ths  approval  of  tbe  City  Registrar. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

LICENSING  OF  PLUMBERS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott,  the  report  and 
ord*>r  for  Mayor  to  apply  to  the  next  Legislature 
for  authority  to  regulate  and  control  the  introduc- 
tion or  water-pipes  and  fixtures  in  buildings,  and 
to  license    plumbers,  which   came  up   with   an 


amendment  to  strike  therefrom  all  relating  to 
licensing  plumbers,  was  taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  Prescott  read  tbe  order  as  it  was 
originallv  passed  by  the  Boatd,  and  said — 

The  order  was  passed  in  that  shape,  some- 
time in  the  month  of  OC'Ober,  I  tbink,  and 
the  other  Granch  of  ths  Govern  mfint  stiuck  out 
the  entire  clause  providing  for  the  licensing  of 
plumbers,  and  leaving  the  portion  asking  tbe 
Mayor  to  petition  for  authority  to  regulate  and 
control  tbe  introduction  of  pipes  and  fixtures  in 
building's.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  other  branch 
should  either  have  concurred  with  this  Board  in 
the  passage  of  the  whole  ord^r,  or  rejected  it 
entirely.  There  is  no  necessity  for  tbs  portion 
asked  lor  in  the  first  part  of  the  oider. 
Su^h  autaority  was  given  by  the  Leaisla- 
tuie  ot  La>-t  year.  By  chapter  105  of  the 
acts  and  tesolves  of  1875,  cities  and  towns  were 
authorized  to  regulate  the  construction  ot  water 
pipe;  and  fixtures,  ann  this  gave  to  the  city  of 
Boston,  with  ot uer  cities,  ail  tbe  authority  asked 
for  in  the  fiist  part  of  this  order.  The  desire  ot 
the  Water  Boaid— and  it  bas  be»n  approved  by 
:he  committer  ot  last  year  auo  this  year — is  tbat 
power  may  be  given  them  to  prevent  any  work  of 
any  kind  or  nature,  so  far  as  it  maj  affect  tbe 
putting  in  of  new  fixtures,  except  by  plumbers 
licensed  bv  tbe  Watei  Board.  It  seems  to  me 
that  this  matter  was  not  fairly  presented  in  ube 
other  b tan cb.  and  tbat  they  la  ;  ored  ^nder  a  mis- 
apprebonsioo  in  tegard  to  rbe  subject.  This  mat- 
ter of  licensj'  g  plumbers  has  been  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  City  Council  continually  for  the 
past  twelve  or  fifteen  years.  I  have  on  my  desk  a 
report  presented  by  Ehenezer  Johnson,  President 
of  tbe  WFter  Board  in  1862,  b&aricg  upon  this 
very  subject,  in  which  tbe  Water  Registrar  says — 

"A.  great  deal  of  waste  results  from  the  reckless 
and  improper  manner  in  which  many  water  fix- 
tures are  put  i no  and  carried  through  the  prem- 
ises supplied  with  water,  and  I  know  of  uo  plan 
better  calcula>ed  to  check  this  evil  than  the  sys- 
tem adopted  bv  tbe  cities  of  New  York,  Brooklyn, 
Aloany  snd  others.  Tbe  system  adopted  in  chose 
cities  iequireall  plumbers  to  belicensed,  by  which 
means  the  Water  Department  is  enabled' to  con- 
trol, to  a  certain  extent,  the  water  pipe  and  fix- 
tures contained  within  the  premises  of  water 
takti's ;  and  my  cxpsrjence  for  se  ver  1  years  past 
le;,ds  me  to  remark,  that  if  this  system,  had  been 
adopted  io  this  cit?  at  tne  completion  of  our 
works,  a  large  quantity  of  water  would  have  been 
saved  to  the  city,  as  well  as  much  inconvenience 
and  expense  to  the  cinzens." 

It  was  also  brought  to  the  attention  of  th-  Gov- 
ernment several  times  between  1862  and  1874, 
when  it  was  again  focibly  piesced  upon  the  at- 
tention of  tbe  City  Council  by  tie  Wafer  Regis- 
trar, Page  6  of  City  Document  80,  of  last  year, 
"Report  ot  the  Coohnuate  Water  Board  01  Wa^e 
of  Watt-r,"  says — 

"The  Registrar  would  most  respectful 'y  sub- 
mit that,  in  his  opinion,  no  measures  tor  the  pre- 
vention of  waste,  which  stop  short  of  placing  the 
entire  control  of  ail  water  fixtures  now  in  u-e,  or 
hereafter  to  be  used,  for  Cocoitu  te  ^atei,  io  the 
hands  of  the  Water  Board,  can  be  relied  upon. 
It  is  not  his  province  to  spsak  upon  what  may  be 
deemed,  ucoer  all  circumstances  the  legal  rela- 
tion bt  tween  the  city  and  its  water  takers ;  but  if 
some  further  contiol  over  tba  water  fixtures  could 
be  granted  to  tbe  proper  department,  the  perma- 
nent, safety  and  leliabiPty  of  our  water  supply 
would  be  greatly  increased.  Inspection  is  desira- 
ble, and  must  be  always  kept  up;  out  tne  real 
remedy  for  tbe  immediate  waste  of  water  lies 
back  of  ..ven  ihe  possibility  of  the  most  thorough 
inspection." 

On  pages  94  and  95  of  City  Doc.  134  it  says — 

"The  cities  of  New  Yo-k,  Brooklyn,  Albany, Phil- 
adelphia, Chicago,  St.  Louis  and  elsewhere,  re- 
quire that  before  a  plum  aer  shall  pfrform  any 
service  in  a  building  where  citv's  water  is  to  be 
used,  he  shall  be  duly  licensed.  Among  tbe  re- 
quirements for  such  license  are.  that  tbe  appli- 
cant shall  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  t«  en- 
ty-one  years  of  age;  that  he  shall  furnish  satis- 
factory certificates  from  at  least  two  licensed 
plumbers  of  his  regular  practical  instruction  in 
the  business,  and  ought  to  be  licensed;  ihat  a 
bond  shall  be  required  tor  faithful  work:  that  no 
alteration  or  addition  shall  be  made  without  do- 
tice  to  and  consent  of  the  respective  water  de- 
partments; that  returns  tball  be  maoe  on  the  first 
of  every  month  of  work  done  calculated  to  in- 
crease or  decrease  the  water  rate  of  the  premises, 
also  a  return  of  all  work  put  into  newly-erected 
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premises.  By  means  of  such  a  comprehensive  sys- 
tem, aid  to  its  rigid  adherence  which  the  system 
itself  facilitates,  water  is  not  let  on  until  all  pipes, 
fixtures  and  work,  with  their  strength  and  ar- 
rangements, aie  approved." 

So  I  say,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  this  matter  has 
been  repeatedly  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
City  Council ;  but  I  believe  no  action  was  taken 
by  the  Government,  so  far  as  petitioniiig  the 
Legislature,  until  last  year,  when,  thr  jugh  some 
means  or  othei,  the  attempt  tailed  and  the  Legis- 
lature did  not  give  tite  city  the  authority  asked 
for.  It  has  b. en  claimed  that  this  would  be  put- 
ting too  mucn  power  into  tae  hands  of  the  Water 
Board;  that  n  might  be  used  as  a  monopoly  iu 
certain  water  fixtures;  that  thev  would  license 
whoever  they  saw  fir.  and  possibly  prescribe  cer- 
tain oaten  ted  fixtures,  and  thereby  make  a  mo- 
nopoly of  the  busines-:.  That  is  not  at  all  th»  de- 
sire or  intent  of  the  Water  Board.  This 
system  of  licensing  plumbws  has  been  adopted 
in  nearly  every  large  city  in  this  country,  from 
Boston  fcto  St.  Louis,  with  the  exceofioa  of  this 
citv  of  Boston.  It  is  in  practice  in  the  citi«s  of 
Providence,  New  York,  Brooklyn,  Chicago,  Wash- 
ington, Cincinnati, — in  every  large  city  in  this 
country  except  Boston.  We  have  now  upon  the 
books  of  the  Water  Registrar  something  like 
40,000  names,  and  we  have  eight  inspectors  wbo 
aie  supposed  to  look  out  for  the  waste  of  water 
and  to  keep  the  run  c.t  ne  v  fixtures  put  in,  which 
is  utterly  impossible  f oi  them  to  oo.  Itis  absolutely 
impossible  for  the  city  to  do  that  without  having 
an  army  of  inspectors,  in  1874  the  number  of 
water  fixtures  was  186,874,  an  increass  of  nearly 
17,000  over  the  previous  year.  Now  the  Water 
Board,  through  its  Water  Registrar,  have  no 
means  of  knowing  anything  in  regard  to  this  im- 
mense aumcer  of  ne«"  tixtuies  that  are  put  in,  un- 
less it  may  De  tne  comparatively  few  that  the 
eight  inspectois  can  rind  out.  The  introduction 
of  these  new  fix  cures  should  properly  be  paia  tor 
by  the  parties  who  iatroduce  them,  ana  the  city 
has  been  the  loser  of  not  less  than  thousands 
of  dol'ars  a  year  by  not  knowing  what 
new  fixtures  are  put  iu.  The  insp'Ctois 
can  go  aiound  once  a  year  and  ask  parties  if  they 
have  put  in  new  fixtures  during  tiie  pevious  year; 
some  may  answer  uooestly,  so  tar  as  they  remem- 
ber, that  theie  has  beeu  no  change,  but  neverroe- 
less  changes  may  have  been  made.  Other  parties 
may  answer  dishonestly.  It  is  imptaciicaolp  for 
the  eight  inspectors  to  go  tbiough  ths  en- 
tire city  and  ascertain  all  the  changes  in 
the  fixtures.  Among  the  reasons  why  this 
matter  should  be  taken  vigorously  in  hand 
by  a  petition  to  the  Legisl  a,ture  are  these: 
First,  to  require  plumbers  to  make  returns 
of  all  work  done  by  to  am  calculated  in  any  wise 
to  affect,  either  by  increass  or  decrease,  tne'  water 
rates;  to  make  returns  of  all  work  aone  in  newly 
erected  buildings;  providing  that  fixtures  shall 
not  be  exposed  to  frost;  xnd  to  prevent  water 
pipes  from  being  carried  from  one  T)iace  t«  anoth- 
er witbout  the  knowledge  of  the  board.  A  matter 
was  Drought  to  mv  a'tentiou  by  the  W^ter  Regis- 
tiar  od  Friday  last,  I  tbinB,  of  a  pany  at 
the  Highlands  who  paid  a  water  tax  of 
$127,  and  it  was  asceftnined  that  he  had 
carried  the  water  pipes  into  several  oi  tier  adjoin- 
ing buildings  or  work  shops,  and  if  he  bad  paid 
the  rate  he  should  hav^  paid,  the  additional  fix- 
tures would  have  made  his  bill  $305.  That  is  one 
item  alone.  On  Saturday  last  I  visited  ihe  city 
of  Providence  to  look  carefully  into  this  matter 
of  licensing  plumbeis.  It  is  th-  saaoe  system 
which  has  been  adopte )  10  other  large  cities. 
There  is  no  restriction  iu  regard  to  whoshali  have 
a  license.  Any  person  who  is  a  practical  plumber 
may  have  a  license  under  certain  conditio  ■?. 
All  work  of  any  kind  tnat  affects  the 
amount  to  be  paid  far  water  is  obliged  to  be  le- 
turned  within  fortv-eigbt  hours  to  the  Water 
Commissioners;  and  the  Water  Registrar  has 
upon  his  books  all  the  time  a  full  and  complete 
account  of  all  fixtures  in  the  city,  and  the  rev- 
enue to  the  city  is  according  to  the  amoun'  of 
water  used  in  these  fixtures.  We  license  pawn- 
brokers, victuallers  and  places  <>f  amusement;  but 
we  allow  plumbers  to  put  new  fixtures  in  bu'ld- 
ings  where  a  considerable  amount  of  water  may 
be  used,  and  we  get  no  return  from  it.  Parties 
use  a  great  deal  of  water  without  paying  for  It, 
and  those  wbo  do  pay  tlmr  water  tax  mu«t 
bear  a  corresponding  burden.  I  bave  tak  n 
some  pains  to  ascertain  the  feeling  of  plumbers 
themselves  in  regard  to  the,  regulations  and  theie 
is  no  opposition  to  it.    Itis   well  undei  stood  i  hat 


when  ihey  do  any  work  or  putin  any  Dew  fixtures, 
or  alter  old  ones,  that  make  any  material  change 
in  the  amount  of  water  to  be  „used,  they  report 
it  immediately  or  within  stated  times  to  the  par- 
lies having  control  of  the  water  woiks,  where  it  is 
entered  upon  the  books  and  the  citv  knows  what 
kind  of  fixtures  each  person  has,  and  that  person 
is  taxen  accordingly,  and  each  one  bears  his 
proportion  of  the  buiden  of  water  rates.  lean 
see  no  burden  in  it,  and  I  believe  it  will 
be  a  souice  of  thousands  of  do'U.rs  revenue  to 
the  city  of  Boston.  I  trust  the  Board  will  non- 
concur in  striking  out  the  section  requiring 
plumbers  to  be  licensed,  and  adhere  to  the  order 
as  ongioaUv  passed. 

Alderman  Clark  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Worthington  moved  to  refer  the 
whole  matter  to  the  next  City  Government,  as  it 
is  well  known  that  a  large  majority  of  the  Coun- 
cil are  opposed  to  licensiog  plumbers;  but  it  may 
pass  next  year,  as  he  and  every  one  who  looks  into 
the  suoject  desires. 

Alderman  Presf  ott  hoped  tnat  reference  would 
not  be  made.  Tne  Board  should  stand  upon  its 
recoid  and  let  the  other  branch  rake  the  respoasi- 
biHty  of  sending  it  to  the  next  City  Government. 

Alderman  Worthington  made  the  motion  be- 
cause he  indorsed  the  measure  and  hoo°d  to  save 
it,  instead  of  killing  it  by  adhering. 

Alderman  Prescott  said  it  could  not  be  acted  on 
till  late  in  January,  and  then  it  might  be  too  late 
to  reach  the  coming  session  or  the  Legislature. 

Alderman  Quincy  thought  there  was  a  chance 
that  tbe  othti  biaccn.  would  recede;  and  if  so  a 
great  deal  would  be  gained  by  adhering. 

Alderman  Power— I  don't  see  that  anything  will 
be  lost  by  referring  it  to  ths  next  City  Govern- 
ment. I  don't  think  there  is  any  necessity  for  the 
passage  of  the  order  at  all.  It  seems  like  shutting 
the  barn  door    after  the   horse  has  got  out  and 

tone  away.  I  suppose  everybody  agrees  that  we 
ave  watei  enough,  and  nobody  supposes  that  we 
aze  going  to  miss  any  of  th,s  water  wasted  by 
leakage.  I  can  see  one  or  two  bad  things  coming 
out  ot  the  adoption  of  this  law.  It  will  gteatly 
increase  the  expeuse  of  running  the  water  office. 
There  ar«  a  great  number  of  plumbers  in  Boston 
who  will  have  to  get  licenses,  and  there  will  have 
to  be  a  larg'3  addition  to  the  clerical  force  in  the 
water  office.  Waatevei  necessity  existed  for  the 
ljiw  when  water  was  scarce  bas  o^en  re  noved.  We 
may  as  well  regulate  tbe  putting  io  of  heating  ap- 
paratus as  water  pipes.  We  have  just  lost  $25,000 
by  a  tire,  and  tbe  supposition  is  it  was  by  defec- 
tive heating  apparatus.  It  is  for  the  interest  of 
plumbers  to  do  their  work  in  good  shape,  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  such  a  law  would  tend  to  create 
a  monopoly  in  water  fixtures.  I  can  readily  see 
bow  a  very  lucrative  and  prosperous  business 
might  be  driven  by  ^cotumejamg  certain  kinds 
of  faucets  and  water  closets.  I  don't  care  wheth- 
et  we  refer  the  matter  or  not,  for  I  think  the 
whole  mattet  should  be  defeated. 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  d  j  not  see  the  necessity  of 
this  older,  although  there  are  no  very  serious  ob- 
jections to  it.  If  I  thougot  it  would  limit  the 
amount  * 'f  water  consumed  by  our  people  gener- 
ally I  should  certain iv  vote  agaii.st  it,  for  I  have 
always  felt  tt  at  the  Water  Board,  bv  their  restric- 
tions upon  the  use  of  water,  have  been  injurious 
to  our  citizens  generally.  There  is  still  another 
view  to  be  taken  of  this  matter,  whicti  I  think  is 
very  imnortant.  The  Board  of  Health  expiessed 
it  verv  fully  m  their  last  annual  report. 
The  flushiog  of  sewers  is  considered  one  ot  the 
mo-t  lmpor^nt  matters  in  relation  to  /ewers,  and 
I  have  always  thought  that  tho  res  rictions  upon 
the  use  of  wattr  have  seuously  interfered  with  it. 
The  board  say: 

"That  a  constant  supply  of  water  is  needed  in 
ord^r  to  keep  the  interior  of  the  sewers  in  good 
condition  cannot  be  doubted.  It  is  not  sufficient 
to  tiust  to  the  rainfall,  since  that  is  so  variable  at 
different  seasons  of  the  year,  and  is  usually  least 
at  the  very  time  when  the  ^ewage  is  undergoing 
tbe  most  rapid  decomposition,  and  when  the  flush- 
ing should  consequently  be  the  most  efficacious. 
In  the  flushing  of  sewers  great  care  should  be 
taken  not  oak,' to  pi  ovide  water  enough  to  cany 
along  the  solid  deports,  but  also  for  the  pu.-pose 
of  thoroughly  wa3hmg  the  whole  interioi,  and 
thus  removing  the  slime  and  vegetation  which 
cover  so  rapidly  those  poitions  of  tho  walls  which 
lie  usually  above  the  level  of  the  sewage.  Iu  the 
warm  seasons  it  is  of  course  evident  that  the 
sewers  require  more  frequent  and  mote  thorough 
flushing  than  in  the  winter. 

Now,  sir,  since  there  is  an  abundance  of  water 
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asd  no  d  <nger  of  a  scarcity  in  tbe  future,  I  think 
the  lestri^tioo  in  relation  to  water  fixturss,  is  an 
uncalled-for  tax;  tud  if  tbey  allow  their  pipes  to 
remain  opeD,  although  tbey  rnav  use  a  little  more 
water,  it'is  evident  that  >t  will  be  a  benefit  to  our 
sewerage.  Many  views  may  b*  taken  of  thi"  mat- 
ter, and  I  think  it  would  be  best  to  allow  tbe 
whole  matter  to  go  over  to  the  next  City  Govern- 
ment for  their  coDsidei  aiion. 

Alderman  Harris— I  vciid  like  10  a"k  tbe  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  9  what  is  'he  objection  to  giv- 
ing iiutrjctioos  to  the  Inspector  ox  Buildings  to 
see  that  proper  fixtures  are  put  into  buildings  in 
the  same  manner  as  is  required  to  put  proper 
timber  in  the  walls. 

A'deiman  Prescott— -I  suppose  it  might  be  left 
to  him  if  w°  wane  to  give  him  a  part  of  the  woik 
of  the  Water  Depaitment.  He  might  report 
what  fixtures  a*e  put  inro  buildings,  but 
sbalt  we  put  upon  tbe  Iospector  of  Buildings 
the  duty  of  looking  after  forty  thousand 
different  water-takers?  Shall  we  put  upon 
him  the  outy  of  repo^ti  g  all  the  rev  fixtures 
and  ail  the  changes  in  the  fixtures?  He  would  at 
the  present  time  havp  something  like  186,000  wa- 
ter fixture*  to  look  after.  Do  you  desi'etohave 
an  army  of  clerks  in  his  department?  I  suppose  it 
can  be  done  by  havt  g  a  i  inspector  stationed  at  ev- 
ery street  corner.  So  far  as  tin  3  being  unjust  oi  hav- 
ing a  tendency  to  creats  a  monopoly  arnong  me- 
chanics engaged  in  the  plumbing  business  is  con- 
cer  ed  I  would  simply  reter  ro  the  experience  of 
other  cities  in  this  matter  that "  have  any 
water  works  desei  ving  of  mention. 

Alobruan  Harris — Are  the  qualrficatio-s  of  the 
different  plumbtis  examined  into  by  any  one  m 
tbest-  large  cities  that  you  name? 

Alderu  an  Pieseo  t — I  believe  not,  except  so  far 
as  to  know  that  the  person  is  a  plumber  actually 
engaged  in  the  business.  He  is  given  a  license  to 
perform  that  work.  So  a  license  would  be  givea 
t>  ev»ty  plumber  in  tbe  city  of  Boston.  It  he  made 
a  proper  return  at  Citv  Hall  his  license  wToold 
continue;  if  he  did  not  do  So,  or  trade 
talse  returns,  Pis  license  would  be  revoked.  "We 
do  not  allow  any  person  to  er<er  one  of  our  ?ewers 
without  going  to  the  office  of  the  Sup  rmtendent 
and  getting  a  permit.  The  Alderman  from  South 
Bostc  said,  Why  cot  ado-^t  restrictions  in  regard 
to  heating  apparatus?  Well,  I  should  say  if  the 
city  of  Boston  heated  all  the  bi'i'dings  m  tire  city 
ano  furnished  the  fuel,  she  should  have  returns 
made  here  of  the  changes  made.  It  is  too  im- 
portant a  matt°r  to  bepass»d  over  so  lightly.  I 
believe  tha:  the  Water  Registrai  will  state 
that  fixture?  are  continually  being  put  in  in 
different  sections  of  the  city,  of  wl  ich  he  can 
have  no  knowledge  whatever.  These  fixtures  do 
not  pay  the  taxes  they  ought  to  nay,  and  those 
who  do  pay  taxes  h»ve  an  extra  burden  upon 
them.  There  is  no  objection,  so  fsr  as  I  can  learn, 
whers  this  system  is  carried,  out  on  tbe  part  of  the 
plumbers  or  tbe  people.  A  coriect  account  is  kept 
at  the  central  office  of  all  the  fixtures  as  soon  -is 
they  "re  put  in.  We  have  eight  insnectors  now  to 
look  after  something  less  than  200",000  ws  ter  fix- 
tures. The  inspectors  may  go  through  a  building 
today  and  take  an  account  of  all  tbe  water 
fixtures  there,  and  tomorrow  there  may  be  extra 
fixtures  put  into  fh*t  building  which  shoved  $10 
or  $15  more  into  tbe  treasury  of  tbe  Water  De- 
partment, yet  we  know  nothing  about  it,  and  no 
report  is  made  of  it.  Toe  Water  Inspector  may 
know  nothing  about  it  for  a  year  to  come,  unless 
he  t^kes  tne  pains  to  go  through  tbe  building  and 
see  if  the  fixturrs  correspond  with  the  fixtures  of 
tooay.  This  vouldbe  no  bin  dun  upoo  the  plump- 
er. He  can  m»ke  regular  weekly  or  monthly  re- 
turn at  City  Hall,  unon  blanks  furnished  bv  tbe 
depaitment.  It  might  necessitate  the  employ- 
ment of  one  or  two  clerks,  at  a  thousand  dollars" a 
year;  but  it  "'light  increaso  the  income  of  the 
Water  Department  $10,000,  $15,000  or  $30,000,  per 
year.  This  water  belongs  to  the  city  of  Boston. 
It  is  to  be  used,  but  it  is  not  to  be  ub  d  without 
being  paid  for. 

Alderman  Power  lead  a  circular  notice  lS-ued 
by  the  "Water  Board  last  year,  under  the  ordi- 
nance fixing  the  rare  for  hopper  closets  at  $10, un- 
less operated  by  a  self-acting  lancet,  and  $5  if 
changed,  and  said — 

I  suppose  every  Alderman  is  fully  aware  of  the 
effect  of  that  order.  It  cost  everybody  $5  to  make 
the  change,  and  it  amounts  to  nothing  at  all. 
The  water  is  allowed  to  run  us  before.  I  confers 
that  I  would  rather  let  the  water  run,  and  take 
the  risk  of  a  trioe,  than  let  it  freeze  and  co=r 
me  $30  or  $40.    But  the  changes  were  made,  offi- 


cers of  the  Water  Board  going  about  and  com- 
pehiug  people  to  spend  $5  or  $6.  But  peopio 
tie  up  the  faucets  and  l°t  tbe  water  run.  These 
proposed  restriction  *  would  not  save  tbe  city  a 
dollar,  and  th:y  will  put  the  ciry  to  a  gieat  ex- 
pe"Se  for  clerks  m  the  office  and  inspectors  to 
look  aftei  the  fixtures.  It  is  generally  consioered 
that  Boston  need  n't  go  abroad  to  look  atter  im- 
provements m  g  ivernment.  It  is  considered  that 
we  buve  a  good  Govern  me  .it,,  and  it  is  quite  as 
well  if  ve  are  not  up  to  other  cities  in  this  matter. 

Alderman  Prescott — Judging  irom  fie  remarks 
of  some  gentlemen,  it  would  ce  arse  for  the  city 
to  stop  collecting  water  rates,  and  let  people  use 
all  they  see  fit.  The  water  works  in  a  t e  <v  years 
will  have  cost  eleven  or  twelve  millions,  and  that 
will  probably  be  increased  to  fifteen  millions  or 
more.  A  d«bt  has  been  incurred,  and  the  interest 
must  be  provided  for  from  the  water  rates.  How 
shall  that  tax  be  laid  squitab'y  except  by  taking 
just  such  steps  that  they  may  be  able  to 
know  bow  many  different  kinds  of  fixtures 
are  put  in?  Is  rhere  any  injustice  in 
that?  is  there  any  injustice  in  compelling 
partus  to  pay  for  the  wa  er  used  in  new  fixtures? 
It  is  to  make  equal  what  is  now  unequal.  It  is  to 
make  the  burden  proportionate  to  the  amount  of 
vaterused.  this  system  bas  bee o  sanctioned  by 
every  cit.v  in  this  country  ana  in  Eivope.  It  may 
be  better  for  u°  ro  h*ng  on  to  the  old  traditions 
of  tbe  pas i ,  acd  it  may  be  better  to  run  this  Gov- 
ernment is  we  did  vben  Boston  was  a  city  of 
25,000  or  30,000  inhabitants,  but  it  seems  to  me  that 
the  citizens  are  opposed  to  it.  Here  is  a  matter 
coDSidereo  more  oi  less  by  the  Water  Board  tor 
the  la>t  ten  or  fifteen  years;  it  has  b°en  approved 
by  the  Water  Boaid  every  year ;  it  has  received 
the  cor  ial  indorsement  ot  the  Ci>y  Engineer, 
Water  Registrar,  superintendents  oil  divisions, 
and  everybody  woo  ha^  taken  tbe  pains  to  look  in- 
to, it.  Shall  we  allo-v  the  abuses  which  now  pre- 
vail to  continue  ? 

Alderman  Harris— Are  not  tbe  water  rates  re- 
munerative, as  n">w  estaolisheo? 

Alderman  Piescott— 1  laelieve  they  aie.  I  be- 
lieve the  revenue  this  year  will  be  an  increase  of 
something  like  $225,000  over  that  of  last  ye-n. 

Alderman  Harris — Is  not  that  a  cause  lor  con- 
gratulation? 

Alderman  Prescott— It  certrimy  is;  but  it  this 
tax  bears  more  heavily  upon  one  than  it  shoulo,  it 
appears  to  me  that  it  should  be  remedied.  We 
migrt  just  as  well  assess  one  man's  property  at. 
$13.50  on  a  thoasand  and  auother  man's-  at  $18  as 
to  carry  on  the  water  busn.ess  as  we  do  now.  I 
Iri.ve  heatd  no  valid  objections  to  the  system. 

Alderman  O'Brien — The  change  quoted  by  the 
Alderman  from  Ward  12,  compelling  our  citizens 
to  substitute  self-acting  closets,  was  a  gieat  in- 
justice to  a  large  portion  of  the  poor  >  toole,  and  I 
don't  believe  it  was  any  -aviog  to  tbe  city.  It  was 
a  move  wholly  in  the  interest  of  plumbers,  because 
it  forced  peoole  to  emiloythem.  Tbecloset«as 
taxed  at  $4,  and  the  plumber  made  the  change  for 
$5.     It  was  an  unnecessary  tax  upon  the  citizens. 

Alderman  Prescott  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  motion  to  lefer  to  ihe  next  City  Council 
was  lost— yeas  4,  nays  7. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Harris,  O'Brien,  Power,  "Wor- 
tbingtoQ— 4 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Burrage,  Clark,  Pres- 
cott, Quincy,  Stebbins,  Viles— 7. 

The  Board  lefused  to  concur  in  the  amendment 
— yeas  3,  nays  7;  the  vote  being  the  same  as  before 
except  that  Alderman  vyorthiugton  voted  nay. 

Sent  down. 

SALARIES  OF  CONSTABLES. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins  the  Board 
took  from  the  table  Alderman  Power's  motion  to 
reconsider  the  vote  reierring  to  the  next  Board  of 
Aldermen  rhe  report  of  Committee  on  County 
Accounts  recommending  the  passage  of  order 
to  fix  tbe  nay  of  the  constables  at  the  South  Bos- 
ton courts  at  $1500  each  per  annum  from  Apul  1, 
1875;  and  the  pay  of  the  constable  at  the  Brighton 
Coui  t  at  $1200  from  said  date. 

Alderman  Stebbins  hoped  the  vote  would  be  re- 
considered and  an  amendment  like  that  offered 
by  Alderman  Burrage  be  adopted. 

Alderma  i  Power  booed  it  would  not  prevail,  as 
it  is  near  the  close  of  the  year,  and  a  revision  of 
the  entire  salary  list  would  come  up  early  next 
year. 

Alderman  Stebbins  hoped  it  would  he  acted  on 
by  this  Board,  as  he  did  non  like  to  shirk  re- 
sponsibility by  referring  familiar  matters  to  the 
next  Government. 
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Aldermaa  O'BrieD  desired  to  correct  theimpres- 
sion  left  by  Alderman  Pover  that  the  constables 
worked  only  four  hours  a  day.  The  courts,  ac- 
cording to  the  clerk,  were  in  session  about  that 
time;  but  the  constables  begin  work  several  hours 
before  the  courts  do,  and  continue  several  hours 
after  the  cotuts  are  tl>rough.  Ou  cue  veiy  day  of 
the  last  discussiou  the  South  Boston  Court  con- 
tinued iu  session  thirteen  hours,  and  it  was  9  P. 
M.  before  they  adjourned. 

Alderman  Power  could  prove  that  the  sessions 
of  the  couits  di-1  not  average  over  four  hours  a 
day,  and  he  claimed  to  have  more  thoroughly  in- 
vestigated the  matter  than  the  committee,  as  he 
did  not  gee  his  lr-foicuation  from  interested  par- 
ties. He  wished  to  state  that  in  the  previous  dis- 
cussion be  intended  to  say  nothing  that  would  re- 
flect upon  Mr.  Foss's  character ;  on  the  contrary, 
everything  Le  said  showed  that  officer  to  be  wor- 
thy ana  efficient,  and  that  w?s  why  he  got  a  con- 
siderable income.  Mr.  Foss  had  assured  him  tnat 
be  has  had  nothing  to  do  with  Mr.  Richardson 
since  the  latter  tailed  to  get  a  reappointment,  and 
has  no  business  connection  with  him;  and  the  Al- 
dermau  had  no  occasion  to  ooubt  Mr.  Foss's  word. 

AJaerrnan  Burrage  could  see  justice  in  both 
sices,  ana  thought  the  investigation  of  the  com- 
mittee entitled  to  some  weight.  Still  he  thought 
the  increase  too  large,  and  gave  notice  that  if  the 
reconsideration  prevailed  he  should  move  to 
amend  by  making  the  salary  of  ths  South  Boston 
constab'es  $1300. 

Alderman  Prescott  was  excused  from  votiog,  he 
having  pairea  with  Alderman  Pope,  who  was  ab- 
sent. 

The  leconsideiatioQ  prevailed,  and  on  motion  of 
Alderman  Burrage  the  order  »a&  amecded  by 
making  th°  salaries  of  the  South  Bost  'ii  consta- 
bles $1300  ii  stead  of  $1500— yeas  7,  nays  3;  Alder- 
meo  Clark,  Power  and  Worthington  voting  nay. 

The  order  as  amended  was  passed — yeas  8,  nays 
2;  Aldermen  Clark  and  Pow<-r  voting  niy. 

A  motion  to  reconsider,  by  Alderman  Harris, 
was  lost. 

AWNINGS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  order  to 
regulate  height  and  dimensions  of  awnings  iu 
public  streets,  with  amendment  by  Alderman 
Worthington  co  strike  out  allthat  relates  to  names 
or  numbers  on  awnings,  (and  with  motion  of  Al- 
derman Burrage  to  indefinitely  postpone  the 
whole  subject,  was  taken  from  the  table  and  re- 
ferred to  the  nevt  Board  of  Aldermen. 

PORTFOLIOS  TOE  THE  CENTENNIAL. 

On  mocion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  report 
and  order  proposing  to  expend  the  sum  of  $5000 
for  portfolios  illustrative  of  the  progress  of  this 
city  during  the  last  100  years,  for  exhibition  at  the 
Centennial  Exposition, "and  subsequently  for  de- 
posit in  the  Public  Library  of  this  city,  wei  e  taken 
from  the  table  and  indefinitely  postponed. 

CENTENNIAL  ART  EXHIBITION. 

Aldsrin-n  Pisscott  presented  a  petitiou  from 
Charles  C.  Perkins  and  otitis,  members  of  a  com- 
mittee having  in  charge  the  collection  of  works 
of  art  by  the  artists  of  Mass  chuse.tts,  both  of  the 
present  and  pasc  time,  tor  the  purpose  of  present- 
ing at  the  Centennial  Exposition  in  Philadelphia 
a  worthy  representation  of  the  progress  of  fine 
arts  in  our  State  fiom  its  earliest  beginnings.  The 
petitioners  asked  that  the  pictures  of  histoncal 
value  belonging  to  the  city  of  Bos. on  whicn  may 
be  considered  suitable  for  such  an  exhibition  may 
be  placed  iu  their  charge  toi  this  purpose,  under 
such  conditions  a*  may  be  inposed. 

A  brief  discussion  ensued  ou  a  motion  by  Alder- 
man Power  to  tefer  the  petition  to  the  next  Gov- 
ernmeut,  but  it  was  finally  refenod  to  Aldermen 
Bigelow  and  O'Brien,  with  such  a*  the  Council 
may  join.    Sent  down. 

WATER  SUPPLY  FOR  WEST  ROXBURY  AND  BRIGH- 
TON. 

Early  in  the  se-sion  the  chairman  submitted  a 
report  from  the  Committee  on  Fiuarce  on  re- 
port of  Committee  on  Water  in  relation  to  water 
pioes  in  Wards  17  and  19,  recomme  lding  the  pass- 
age of  the  order  for  a  loan  of  $100,000  in  the  fol- 
lowing new  draft,  the  amount  being  increased  to 
$160,000  on  acount  of  the  laying  of  the  bigh  ser- 
vice pipes  in  Brighton  as  set  forth  in  a  communi- 
cation of  the  City  Engineer  annexed  : 

Oroered,  That  the  Coetutnate  Water  Board  be 
authoiized  to  contract  for  the  delivery  of  water 
pioes  and  other  materials  required,  in  order  to 
provide  an  adequst*!  supply  of  water  in  Wards 
17  and  19  (Brighton  and    West  Roxbury  districts), 


the  expense  of  said  pipes  and  other  matf  rials,  in- 
cluding the  cost  of  "laying  said  pipes  and  for 
pumps  smd  tank  for  a  temporary  high  service 
supply  in  Brighton  District,  not  to  exceed  the 
sum  of  $160,000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurei  be  authorized  to 
borrow,  under  the  direction  o£  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  a  sum  not  exceeding  $160,000,  to  De  ap- 
plied to  ths  purchase  of  water  pipes  and  other 
materials  for  tbe  supply  of  water  in  Wards  17  and 
19  (Brighton  and  West  Roxbury  districts),  and  to 
defray  the  expanse  of  laying  the  same  and  for  the 
cost  of  temporarily  supplying  the  high  service  of 
the  Brighton  District. 

Near  the  close  of  ths  session  Aldei  man  Steb- 
bii  s  moved  that  the  order?  take  their  second 
reading. 

Alderman  Burrage  asked  for  some  explanation 
of  the  matter. 

Alderman  Stebbins— These  orders  are  based  up- 
on a  request  from  the  Cocbittiate  Water  Board 
that  they  be  authorized  to  contract  for  pipes  to  be 
manufacture!  duting  the  winter  months  and  fur- 
nished in  the  spring,  so  that  ikv  work  can  proceed 
without  delay.  Tbe  pipes  are  for  West  Roxbury 
and  Brighton  districts,  where  the  water  is  being 
introduced  as  rapidly  as  is  possible  and  judicious, 
though  perhaps  not  so  fast  as  some  desire. 

Alderman  Kurrage— Is  the  outlay  required  so 
much  as  tnat? 

Alderman  Steb'oin:— This  is  tbe  second  amplica- 
tion, and  it  is  but  tbe  beginning  of  what  it  will  coit 
when  completed — a  million  oi  uior"-  in  addition. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  the  expendit'uts  for 
water  pipes  in  Dorchester  and  Roxbury  were 
about  a  million  and  a  half  dollars.  That  is  one  of 
the  benefits  of  annexation,  however. 

Alderman  Burrage — Is  it  deemed  expedient  to 
go  on  with  the  high  service  in  Brighton? 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  Engineer  intends  to 
put  ia  a  small  system  until  the  preseu^  high  ser- 
vice, which  has  reached  its  limit,  is  enlwged.  It 
i?  intended  to  supply  the  thickly  populated  part  of 
Brighton  with  the  small  pucop  which  this  order 
provides  for. 

AllTmsn   Harris  moved  the  reference  of  tbe 
matter  ro  the  next  City  Govercuient. 
Th«  motion  was  put  and  declared  lost. 
Alderman  Worthington  doubted  the  vote. 
Alierm^u  Burrage — Is  there  any  exigency  re- 
quiring the  nassage  of  the  order  at  this  time?    Is 
there  any  particular  need  of  it? 

Aloerman  Burrage — The  only  exigency  is  that 
the  pipes  are  required  early  in  the  spring,  and  the 
Water  Board  are  confident  that  they  can  be  pur- 
chased cheaper  now  rhau  the".  The  manufactur- 
ing can  be  prosecuted  better,  and  much  cheaper, 
in  the  winter. 

Aldei man  Bigelow — Mr.  Jones  told  me  a  few 
days  ago  that  he  lost  a  great  deal  of  time  for  want 
of  pipe  during  tbe  summer.  The  pipe  is  not 
ordered  sufficiently  early  and  he  was  obliged  to 
take  his  men  from  one  place  to  another  where 
they  reallv  worked  to  a  disadvantage.  He  felt 
that  it  would  be  economy  to  order  tnero  now.  We 
do  not  pay  for  them  till  we  get  them.  I  hope  the 
order  will  pass. 

Alderman  Power — If  tbe  city  needs  water  pipes, 
I  feel  that  it  would  be  judicious  to  purchase  at 
the  present  time,  as  I  am  somewhat  acquainted 
with  the  pries  of  the  material,  and  it  doesn't 
seem  to  me  that  it  will  remain  at  its  present  low 
price  a  great  while.  But  I  would  like  to  offer  an 
amendment  that  the  Water  Board  be  required  to 
publicly  advertise  in  the  newspapers  for  propo- 
sals for  water  pipe. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  doubt  the  advisability  of 
adopting  the  amendment.  I  apprehend  that  the 
Water  Board  can  go  to  some  of  the  large  factories 
in  New  Jersey  and  secure  a  lower  price  than 
through  public  advertisement.  That  has  been 
the  experience  of  the  board  in  past  years.  When- 
ever tliey  advertise,  immediately  there  is  a  com- 
b'nation  among  the  large  factories  and  the  price 
is  invariably  higher;  but  when  private  competi- 
tion is  invited,  the  manufacturers  will  make 
lower  figures-;  than  if  public  advertisement  is 
made.  IT  any  member  will  coi  verse  with  the 
Engineer,  he  will  find  that  statement  to  be  cor- 
rect. 

Alderman  Bigelow— How  many  factories  furnish 
the  pipe  required  ? 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  think  there  are  five  large 
factories  in  New  Jersey,  to  which  Sl^ite  the  work 
is  almost  exclusively  confined.  The  danger  is 
that  by  public  advertisement  a  combination  will 
be  made;  whereas  by  private  competition  all  will 
be  anxious  to  secure  the  contract. 


743 


BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN 


Alderman  Power — Tbsre  are  more  than  live 
places  where  they  mauufacfure  this  pipe.  There 
are  places  in  Philadelphia,  aDd  I  have  had  par- 
ties in  this  business  there  complain  to  me  that 
they  have  rep,- ate dly  tried  to  sell  water  pipe  to 
the  city  of  Boston  and  cannot  get  a  chance  tw  do 
so,  and  ttiat  some  one  concern  has  the  inside 
track,  1  knew  that  has  been  the  case,  and  that 
one  concern  sold  most  of  ihe  water  pipe  to  the 
city  at  a  high  price.  I  don  't  know  wliy  any  com- 
bination can  affect  the  business.  The  committee 
have  the  debt  to  reject  all  bids,  the  same  as  we 
have  done  in  the  Paving;  department  when  we  be- 
lieved there  was  a  combination.  I  think  it  will 
do  no  harm  to  try  the  piaa. 

Alderman  Harris — I  moved  to  refer  it  to  the 
next  City  Government  for  this  reason:  I  am  as 
desirous  as  any  one  that  every  section  shall  hive 
ai  abundant  supply  ot  wat°r;  hut  when  tha  Al- 
derman from  Ward  8  intimatea  that  it  was  goiTg 
to  cost  a  million  of  dollars  I  3egan  to  hesitate  and 
think  it  would  be  better  to  refer  it  to  the  next 
City  Government  and  lot  them  act  upon  it  after  a 
full  consideration  of  the  subject. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  tho  next  City  Govern- 
ment was  lost — 2  for,  7  against. 

The  question  *» as  upon  the  amendment  yf  Al- 
dermau  Power  providing  /or  a  public  aavertise- 
ment. 

Alderman  Bigelow — Is  n't  it  better  to  reach  the 
same  lesult  by  private  correspondence  than  bv 
public  advertisement.    There  are  so  few  of  these 


men  ;  thei  e  are  not  more  than  a  dozen  in  the  coun- 
try. If  we  should  communicate  privately  with 
each  party,  it  seems  to  me  we  should  get  tbe  same 
result  that  we  would  by  advertising. 

Alderman  Power— If  we  adopt  the  amendment 
for  a  public  advertisement,  it  seems  to  me  that  no 
bad  results  can  follow.  It  tne  board  nod  there  is 
a  combination  they  ate  not  obliged  to  award  the 
cootract.  I  don't  know  why  this  Board  shiuid  not 
advertise  in  case  of  sach  a  large  expenditure,  the 
same  as  other  boards.  I  can  rtmembei  when  one 
man  furnished  pipe  at  seventy-odd  dollars  a  ton, 
and  the  price  was  cut  down  at  least  ten 
dollars  a  ton  after  advertisemeat,  and  tbe  same 
person  offeied  to  furnish  it  for  two  or  three  dol- 
lars a  ton  less  than  tns  proposal  sent  in.  That 
effected  a  great  deal  of  good  for  the  city.  If  it  is 
publicly  advertised,  there  may  be  some  people 
whom  "these  New  Jersey  men  cannot  control.  A 
gentleman  was  in  my  office  within  a  fortnight 
who  said  he  could  aot  get  an  opportunity  to  sell 
pipe  to  the  city. 

Aldrman  Burraee— To  advertise  seems  to  be  the 
only  safe  rule,  in  a  matter  as  important  as  this; 
and  tbere  can  be  no  suspicion  that  favoritism  is 
exercised. 

The  amendment  was  aaopted,  ana  th  s  orders  as 
amended  were  passed— yeas  11,  nays  0.  Sent 
down. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

DECEMBER    23,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  7.30  o'clock  P.  M., 
Halsey  J.  Board  man,  Presideut,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  FOR  CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Petition  s  were  referred . 

A  report  came  down  referring  petition  of  Be- 
nevolent Fraternity  of  Churches  to  Board  of. 
Health.    Concurred. 

A  petition  of  C.  C.  Perkins  et  al.,  came  down 
retened  t>  Aldeimen  Bigelow  and  O'Biie.',  with 
sucb  as  i he  Council  may  join.  Concurred,  and. 
Messrs.  Jaques  of  Ward  9.  Train  of  Ward  13,  and 
Cushing  of  Ward  4  were  joined  to  saio  committee. 

A  report  and  order  for  a  transfer  of  .$2500  from 
Reserved  Fund  to  "Labjr  in  Mt.  Rope  Cemetery," 
came  down  referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 
Coo  currecl. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of 
John  Corcoran  for  abatement  of  betterment  on 
Northampton-street  district     Accepted. 

Oiders  to  investigate  the  caus&  ot  the  fires  iu 
the  Rice  and  Phillips-street  schoolhouses;  tore- 
pair  damages  to  the  Rice,  Schoolhouse  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  $25,000:  and  to  provide  tem- 
porary accommodations  for  tbe  pupils  of  said 
schoolhouse.  Severally  read  twice  and  passed, 
under  a  suspension  of"  the.  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Bmditt  of  Ward  16. 

Report  and  order  to  pay  twenty-five  cents  to 
each  pe.son  making  tbe  return  required  by  sec. 
4,  chap.  21,  of  the  General  Statutes.  Order  read 
twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  an  ordinance  m  relation  to  office 
houis  in  city  departments.    (City  Doc.  No.  121.) 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  objected  that  the  ordinance 
would  allow  the  heao  of  a  department  to  require 
any  number  of  extra  hours'  service  by  an  em- 
ploye without  extra  compensation,  which  be  did 
not  think  fair  ana  just. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  explained  that  it  was 
thought  that  "in  cases  of  emergency  and  neces- 
sity" tte  extra  labor  should  be  performed  without 
extra  compensation,  after  the  salaries  of  tbe 
clerks  had  been  fixed  for  a  year. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  that  was  no  shadow  of  an  ex- 
planation that  it  is  right;  the  laborer  is  worthy 
of  his  hire,  and  if  a  clerk  does  extra  work  he  is 
entitled  to  extra  comoensutioo.  He  did  n't  believe 
the  order  fair  and  equitable,  and  could  not  vote 
for  it  jfl  its  presem  form. 

The  ordinance  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

R-port  aiid  an  ordinance  to  establish  the  office 
of  City  Architect.    Read  twice  ana  passed. 

Reference  to  rext  City  Council  of  the  order  to 
nominate  candidates  for  the  Mystic  Water  Board, 
to  fill  vacancies.    Concurred. 

Report  and  order  for  a  transfer  of  $700  from 
Reserved  Fund  to  Contingent  Fund  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen.    Order  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Report  and  orders  for  Water  Board  to  advertise 
and  contract,  at  not  exceeding  ,$160,000,  for  water 
pipes  and  other  materials,  etc.,  for  a  supply  of  wa- 
ter in  Brighton  and  West  Roxbury,  and  for  a  lo<tn 
of  said  sum.    Orders  passed,  to  a  second  reading. 

LICENSING  OF  PLUMBERS. 

The  order  for  the  Mayor  to  apply  for  legislative 
authority  to  regulate  the  inrioduction  of  w  cer 
pipes,  etc.,  io  buildings,  came  down  with  the  non- 
concurrence  of  the  other  b:sa  ch  in  the  amend- 
ment passed  by  the  Council  to  strike  out  all  relat- 
ing to  tbe  licensing  of  plumbers. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Waid  15  moved  that  the  Council 
concur  with  the  Board  of  Aldeimen  in  the  passage 
of  rhe  original  order. 

Mr.  Harrigan  of  Ward  1— The  action  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  has  not  changed  iny  mind, 
and  I  don't  see  any  reason  to  alter  my  vote.  It 
it-,  simply  to  empower  tbe  Water  Board  to  say  who 
shall  be  plumbers  in  tbe  city  of  Boston  and  who 
Shall  not.  It  is  a  bar  to  certain  persons  from  get- 
ting into  business,  and  will  confine  the  busiiess 
in  the  hands  of  a  few  old  firms,  and  compel  tho^e 
who  actually  do  the  work  to  remain  jrurneymen 
all  their  lives.  Have  not  our  Licease  Commis- 
sioners the  oower  to  say  who  shall  and  who  shall 
not  have  a  license  to  sell  liquor?  And  are  not 
the  licenses  levoked  on  complaint  of  a  police  offi- 


cer actuated  by  pique?  And  are  n.>t  parties  com- 
pelled to  ao  business  at  ihoir  peril  thereafter?  A 
few  ol-i  plumbers  who  have  a  reputation  will  get  a 
license,  vhile  a  young  man  equally  competent 
will  Dot  ge.»  one.  I  don't  impute  dishonesty  to 
thji  licensing  board,  bat  I  no  say  that  a  little  man- 
agement amo  g  tbe  old  plumbt'is  having  licenses 
can  pre. veut  others  outside  of  that  ring  fiom  ob- 
taining one.  Call  it  what  jou  like,  but  a  ring  will 
be  formed  among  the  plu  »>bers,  and  a  man  must 
get  into  it  before  be  can  do  ousiuj -ss  in  the  city. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— If  t*ie  gentleman  bad 
given  attention  to  ths  reading  of  the  order  he 
"would  hive  Seen  that  the  rules  are  to  be  male  by 
the  City  Council ;  and  after  reading  the  names  of 
the  members-elect  I  don't  thins  there  is  a  chance 
to  have  such  lings  htre.  If  the  City  Council  di- 
rect the  Water  Board  to  license  every  man  who 
comes,  they  will  have  to  do  it  The  License  Com- 
mi=sioneis  are  establisned  by  siatute;  rhe  City 
Council  are  obliged  io  appoint  tbeni  and  have  no 
authority  ovei  them.  The  Water  Board  would  be 
merely  the  ^\  y's  agent,  to  license  every  practical 
plumber  uoaer  the  direction  of  the  City  Council. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  9 — I  opposed  tbi:  order 
at  the  other  meeting,  bur  I  have  since  obtained 
further  light  upon  the  subject.  1  understand  that 
aDy  plumber  can  get  ,i  license  to  co  business  in 
the  city.  Many  persons,  unbeknown  to  the  Water 
Board,  put  water  pipes  and  tew  fix  ures  m  their 
buildings,  and  the  plumber  having  no  reason  to  re- 
pott  rhe  work,  rhe  parties  use  a  greac  deal  of  extra 
water  witbotit  paying  for  it.  The  licensed  plumb- 
ers are  simply  co  report  to  the  Water  Board  wnere 
they  put  in  new  supj  ly  pipes  or  cocks.  Tuere  are 
a  great  many  houses  where  ten  timeo  the  water 
is  used  tint  is  paid  for;  and  I  ucdeistano  rhis  to 
be  the  real  reason  why  it  is  desirable  to  require 
plumbers  to  be  licensed. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9—1  introduced  the  amend- 
ment which  tus  caused  this  order  to  come  back  to 
us,  for  the  rtason  that  the  order  contained  two 
clauses,  cither  of  which  seemed  to  be  too  valuable 
to  be  lost;  but  from  the  discussion  it  seemed  to 
me,  from  the  feeling  of  the  Council,  that  we 
should  not  pass  it  a«  a  wholr.  De-iriug  ro  save 
the  fir*t  clause,  I  moved  to  strike  out  the  latter 
part  of  tbe  order,  although  expi  essmg  the  opinion 
that  I  was  willing  to  vote  for  the  order  as  it  stood. 
I  am  in  favor  ot  the  order  foi  t^e  reasons  given 
by  my  colleague. 

Mr.  Peauody  of  Waid  9—1  was  absent  when  this 
matter  came  before  the  CoulcH,  and  should  be 
glad  to  know  whether  the  order  is  so  worded  as  to 
express  the  views  of  my  colleague.  It  woul  i  be  a 
bad  precedent  to  allow  a  body  of, men  in  City  Hall 
to  dictate  who  shall  carry  Od  any  trade  or  business 
in  Boston,  and  who  shall  not.'  I  should  be  most 
reluctant  to  give  any  bodv  of  men  such  a  power; 
but  if  the  orjei  is  so  worded  that  any  plumber  can 
obtain  a  license,  if  he  agrees  to  make  a  statement 
to  the  Water  Board  of  all  the  fixtures  he  puts  in, 
and  the  license  is  not  revocable  so  long  as  he 
makes  that  report,  I  shall  favor  it.  Unless  rhe  or- 
der is  so  drawn,  it  would  establish  an  arbitrary 
power  that  ought  never  to  be  Utroducec  in  the 
city. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— If  rhis  authority  is  ob- 
tained, the  Water  Board  will  be  governed  by  what 
the  City  Council  rji.ect,  there  will  be  no  way  to  li- 
cense ote  man  and  not  to  liceme  another,  and 
any  competent  applicant  will  get  a  license  wheth- 
er he  is  young  or  old.  It  virtually  compels  the 
Water  Board  to  license  any  and  every  man  the 
Council  say  shall  bave  it.  I  do  not  see  any  chance 
for  a  ring  among  the  Lewly-elected  menibeis  of 
the  Council. 

Mr.  Sweetsei  of  Ward  10— If  I  understand  the 
intent  of  the  order,  it  was  that  tbe  Water  Board 
might  have  the  supervision  over  fixtures  put  into 
houses;  tnat  they  might  prescribe  what  sort  ot 
pipe  or  faucet  should  be  used,  because  there  is 
a  great  amount  of  water  unnecessarily  wasted; 
pipes  of  insufficient  strength  are  pur  in  places 
whe  e  they  -re  liable  to  burst  from  fiost;  and  the 
board  want  to  prescribe  the  length  of  pipe  and 
the  style  of  faucet  to  draw  from.  It  ought  to  be 
understood  Caat  that  is  the  case. 

Mr.  Page  of  Waiu  9— The  authority  asked  for  is 
similar  to  rhat  exeicised  by  the  city  of  Providence 
in  the  management  of  their  water  works.  A  few 
weeks  ago  I  was  in  that  city,  and  visited  the  water 
office.  Their  system  is  that  every  plumber  who 
applies  and  furnishes  satisfactory  sureties  in 
$1000,  is  granted  a  license  on  condition  that  he 
furnishes  to  the  Ware."  Board  a  statement  of  all 
his  work  which  affects  the  works  in  any  manner; 
and  upon  these  reports  are  based  the  increase  and 
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decrease  m  the  rates  charged  to  a  bouse,  store  or 
building.  There  has  not  ouly  been  a  s avmg  of  a 
large  quantity  of  water,  but  ic  procures  tor  'be 
city  a  much  latter  r- venue  from  the  water  works. 
I  inquired  carefully  whether  any  complaints  ^ere 
mads  by  che  rdumners,  am  I  was  rold  the  system 
gave  universal  satisfaction.  No  paitiality  is 
shown;  any  pluimer  who  applies  is  granted  a 
license,  which  is  good  just  so  lung  as  he  conforms 
to  the  rules  and  makes  proper  report-'.  I  think  it 
■fou'd  be  the  m'-aos  of  saving  a  large  aniount  ot 
water  and  greatly  increase  toe  revenue  from  the 
works. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  13—1  am  in  favor  or  licens- 
ing plumbers.  I  should  hardy  favor  the  Provi- 
dence sys-em  of  requiring  bonds,  as  th?.t  would  be 
carrying' it  a  little  too  far.  Thi-<  'icsnsn  system 
has  been  needed  tor  many  years.  It  will  be  a 
safeguard  to  every  water  taker.  Poor  plumping 
has  been  introduced  into  cheap  houses  in  years 
past,  f  nd  consequently  the  oipes  would  burst  at  the 
first  pre-sure  of  water  and  do  a  great  deal  <  f  dam- 
age by  rha  overrlo  ».  Ai  ccorcl  should  De  kept  of  the 
plumbing  piu  into  houses,  and  if  a  poor  plumber 
does  bad  work  we  will  know  where  to  find  linn, 
and  his  license  cau  be  taken  away.  I  cannot  see 
any  hardship  in  che  system. 

Mr.  Shaw —When  this  matrerwas  up  bsf  ire  I 
had  the  houor  to  suggest  that  the  former  part  of 
tbe  order  covered  all  the  powers  needed  by  the 
Water  Board,  and  consequently  nothing  was 
recessary  to  be  saic  in  regard  to  nlumbers.  The 
Watei  Board  is  give"  supreme  control  over  the 
water  \5?orks :  but  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion 
in  regard  to  plumbers.  If  th°  power  to  control 
the  introduction  of  pipes  is  given  by  the  Legisla- 
ture, oothing  need  be  said  about  plumcers,  and 
therefore  we  need  n't  get  up  any  f  e.ing  about 
taking  away  the  rights  of  plumber*.  That  is  an 
arbitrary  power  whic-h  the  City  Council  needn't 
assume,  for  I  think  "  e  can  get  along  without  any 
reference  to  the  plumbers. 

'  M.'.  Crocker  of  Ward  6— The  licensing  of  plumb- 
bers  is  de«ired  as  a  means  of  self  protection.  Our 
water  supply  has  coot  us  millions,  and  a  great  deal 
of  water  is  wasted  by  the  work  of  careless  or  dis- 
honest plumbers  who  put  in  poor  fixtures.  We 
must  stop  the  waste  and  suffer  for  it  in  our  "0  jck- 
ets.  Then  comes  the  question,  What  is  the  only 
practical  way  of  stopping  it,?  ThQ  gentleman 
irouj  Ward  5  says  tbe  first  tsart  of  the  order  is 
enough.  But  if  we  pass  an  ordinance  to  regulate 
fixtures,  how  can  we  enforce  it?  People  will  put 
in  cheao  pipes,  and  after  the  Iwasre  has  gone  on 
for  years  it  may  be  found  out.  The  object  ot  li- 
censing plumbers  is  to  make  each  one  of  them  feel 
that  he  puts  in  poor  fixtures  at  the  peril  of  eras- 
ing to  do  business  in  the  city  of  Boston.  He  will 
he  careful  not  to  put  pipes  in  to  supply  a  block  of 
houses  when  tbe  owner  pays  for  only  ons.  Then 
again  it  is  said  this  may  be  a  dangerous  Dower  in 
the  hands  of  the  Water  Board.  But  gentle- 
men must  remember  that  the  Water  Board  is  to 
be  subject  to  such  rules  aid  regulations  as  the 
City  Council  may  determine  upon.  The  City 
Council  may  make  a  rule  that  the  Water  Board 
license  all  plumbers  making  application.  The 
City  Council  have  the  vhole  power  in  their  ha  a:is, 
and  the  Water  Board  cannot  establish  any  ring 
that  we  could  not  break.  We  should  asS  the,  Leg- 
islature to  put  thii  power  in  our  hands,  and  when 
the  system  is  once  established  I  believe  it  will  be 
fouDti  to  worT  well.  Every  man  asking  for  a  li- 
cense will  get  it  and  keep  it  till  he  does  something 
in  the  opinion  of  rbe  outhotitifs  that  should,  re- 
quire it  to  be  revoked. 

Mr.Hariigan— Tbe  argument  for  licensing  plumb- 
ers shows  that  a  proner  system  of  inspection  is  all 
that  is  required.  There  is  thf»  pith  of  the  whole 
matter.  A.il  the  laws  and  ordinances  vou  choose 
to  pass  will  not  make  a  plumber  put  in  four- 
pound  pipe  where  be  can  put  in  t  «o-pound  to  tbe 
foot;  nor  make  him  put  certain  fixtures  where 
they  should  not  be  put.  But  tbe  inspectors  would 
make  all  these  things  right.  I  thiiik  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  9  TMr.  Peabidy],  that  ic  is  a 
dangerous  thing  for  this  City  Government  to  un- 
dertake to  d».  We  have  bad  fires  in  one  or  two 
;SCI  oolbouses  recently,  and  one  man  says  tbey 
were  censed  by  improper  work  being  put  in — be- 
cause wood  work  war,  placed  where  it  ought  not 
to  have  been.  Now,  why  not  ask  the  Legislature 
to  pass  a  law  to  prevent  carpenters  from  building 
school  houses  that  «ill  burn  down?  Tho?e  fires 
caused  a  great  waste  of  water  and  loss  of 
money;  and  yet  carpenters  are  allowed  to  build 
house's  without,  a  license ;  yet,  forsooth,  we  must 
restrict  plumbers  because  they  put  in  light  pipe. 


The  simple  way  to  remedy  the  difficulty  is  to  ap- 
point a  corns  of  inspectors,  and  when  a,  contractor 
gives  notice  that  he  requires  plumbirg  done,  the 
inspector  can  go  and  show  how  ic  shall  be  done. 
I  don't  wart  the  Water  Beard  to  say  who  shall 
and  who  shall  not  do  plumouig— that  this 
or  that  man  shall  put  in  a  pipe;  that  this 
or  that  one  shall  build  a  fountain.  I  think, 
with  the  gentleman  from  WarJ  9  [Mr. 
Peabody]  that  such  an  arbitral"  powet  will 
be  very  dangerous.  By  and  by  another  monopoly 
will  come  up,  and  if  we  make  a  beginning  th?re 
is  no  knowing  where  we  shall  stop.  This  is  a  mi3- 
takeu  notion  of  the  Water  Board  ;  so 3  e  interested 
person  put  this  into  their  heads,  in  oidi-rtoget 
control  of  tbe  plumbing.  I  don't  say  the  Water 
Bo;  rd  inte.  d  to  form  a  ring,  but  I  do  say  it  can 
be  used  for  that  purpose  bv  certain  plumoers. 
What  a  prestige  it  will  give  a  plumber  to  say  he 
is  licensed  by  the  city  of  Boston  ;  and  thathis  next- 
door  neigh oor  could  n'c  get  a  license,  even  though 
be  does  betcer  work.  A  ring  of  plumbers  could 
easdy  be  formed  that  would  be  hard  to  work 
against. 

Mr.  rhacher— Thj  latter  part  of  section  3.  page 
730,  of  the  ordinance  establishing  tbe  Water 
Board,  says,  ''But  all  the  powers  mentioned  in 
this  section  shall  b-  subject  10  any  limitations 
and  restrictions  contained  in  the  ordinances,  reg- 
ulation--and  ordeis  of  tbe  City  Council."  Every- 
thing is  managed  b\  the  City  Council,  and  this 
whole  matter  is  to  be  subject  to  tbe  same  author- 
ity, rtirs  whole  ma'ter  is  drifting  just  the  same 
as  the  Fire  Department  did.  Year  after  year  the 
Fire  Committee  made  recommendations,  but  cer- 
tain parties  who  thought  they  knew  everything 
opDosed  the  measures  reeommended;  tney 
thought  there  was  a  ring,  aod  the  reports 
were  laid  away.  Finally  a  great  pressure 
was  raised,  and  a  commission  was  appoiuied. 
Tbe  Water  Department  is  drifting  in  the 
same  direction.  The  Water  Board  have  made 
recommendations  year  after  year  that  there  ought 
to  be  action  in  this  matter;  but  nothing  has  been 
done,  and  it  is  riiifti'  g  along  so  that  people  inside 
and  outsideof  City  Hall  want  a  watei  commission. 
For  three  years  the  Committee  on  Water  have 
given  a  greac  deal  of  valuable  time  and  laoor  to 
this  matter,  going  irto  it  in  de'ail,  and  becoming 
satisfied  that  it  is  f 01  the  benefit  of  the  city  and 
the  taxpayers.  Many  men  who  use  large  quanti- 
ties of  water  do  not  pay  any  more  than  do  those 
who  use  much  less,  and  the  expense  comes  from 
the  taxpayers.  This  subject  has  been  referred  to 
committees,  investigated,  and  repeatedly  reported 
upon  favorably ;  hut  one  or  two  parties  who  don't 
cake  pains  to  make  inquiries,  but  have  an  idea 
that  it  is  got  up  for  a  ring  by  interested  persons, 
denounce  it  here  as  an  improper  thing.  The 
ques'ion  is  whether  the  opinion  of  seven 
or  eicht  me  a  who  have  given  time  to 
ard  looked  into  the  subject  is  worth  more 
than  that  ot  one  or  two  who  have  not 
studied  it.  If  z  man  desires  to  erect  a  building, 
he  must  get  a  permit  from  tbe  Inspector ;  ana  if 
he  .vishes  to  exceed  the  l<-gal  dimensions,  he  rrust 
obtain  authority  from  the  Uiiy  Couoci1,  and  every 
week  nearly  we  have  orders  authorizing  permits 
for  such  work.  This  licensing  of  plumber-  is 
somewhat  similar.  /Ul  we  want  to  do  is  to  know 
whether  one  man  is  using  more  water  than  an- 
other without  paying  for  it.  For  instance,  two 
men  pay  $7  or  $8  a  year  for  a  si  k  and  bo.tfl  in 
each  of  their  offices;  but  one  divide*  up  his  office, 
puts  in  two  or  three  other  bowls,  and  supplies  the 
rooms  with  water  without  any  addtion  to  the 
rate.  It  would  be  just  the  same  as  levying  a  tax  so 
that  everv  man  would  pay  a  different  rate  ou  the 
$1000. 

Mr.  Jaques— There  is  a  great  deal  of  opposition 
to  the  order  through  a  possible  misapprehension 
of  its  intent.  Gentlemen  have  supposed  that 
great  calamities  would  ensue  from  cases  not  prob- 
able to  occur.  In  other  words,  they  amuse  them- 
selves by  setting  up  pins  and  knocking  them 
do*srn.  The  object  of  tbe  order  is  to  provide  a 
system  by  which  reports  can  come  to  the  Water 
Board  of  a'l  work  done  by  ttie  plumbers  affecting 
the  consumption  of  water.  Inspectors  can  go 
arou  ~d  to  a  limited  extent;  but  suppose  a  persou, 
erecting  a  block  of  houses,  applies  for  and  gets  a 
permit  to  use  water  in  one  house,  and  he  i-ecares 
a  plumber  who  carries  the  water  through  into  the 
other  houses,  it  may  be  year3  before  it  is  found 
out. 

Mr.  Thacher  [i  oterruptiog]— It  is  calculated 
that  the  inspectors  visit  every  house  once  a  year, 
and  it  is  often  found  that  changes  have  been  made 
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after  the  water  bill  lias  been  paid  and  the  extra 
water  used,  and  it  has  not  been  discovered  for  six 
or  eight  or  nine  months.  A  change  could  not  be 
made  with  >ut  being  found  ouc  in  t?u  or  twelve 
months. 

Mr.  Jaques— My  point  was  by  way  of  illustration 
to  -how  the  obvious  necessitv  or  getting  a  report 
of  what  is  acnially  none,  This  mutter  is  wholly 
wicnifl  the  control  of  the  Citv  Council,  and  1  do 
not  se  why  every  plumber  who  applies  should 
not  oe  licensed.  It  is  simply  to  compel  them  to 
report,  and  to  revoke  the  hcsnse  of  any  who  do 
rot  repuit.  I  do  not  see  anything  aibitrary  about 
it.  We  license  a  great  variety  >>f  occupations— 
hack  drivers,  undertakers  and  others,  s.nd  this 
does  not  set' do  to  be  a  case  where  there  will  be  a 
great  hardship. 

■  Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Waid  7— If  the  parallel  be- 
tween the  builder  and  the  vjiumber  is  correct, 
whst  need  ot  th-:  passage  of  this  orcer?  Ths  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  15  says  if  a  cersoo  wants  to 
buila  a  house  he  must  get  a  permit ;  the  Inspector 
prescribes  what  the  leagth  and  breadth  of  the 
joist  shall  be,  where  a  brick  partition  shall  be  and 
a  woodsn  wall  shall  not  be.  But  the  Inspector 
has  no  right  to  dictate  who  ta*  owner  sbali  em- 
plov  t  >  build  his  house.  I  no  not  object  to  pre- 
scribing the  thickness  of  pipes,  ana  what  precau- 
tions shall  be  taken  against  frost;  but  I  have  very 
great  objection  to  asking  the  Legislature  to  give 
us  authority  to  ?ay  who  shall  be  the  persons  to  do 
the  worts.  Ih^  Water  Board  can  see  that  the 
pipes  are  of  the  required  thickness;  aud  that  is  all 
right.  It  sterns  to  me  there  is  another  way 
of  guarding  against  the  fraudulent  consump- 
tion ot  water  than  by  oesetting  the  poor 
plumbei.  It  can  be  easily  done  by  empowering 
the  City  Council  r,o  pass  ordinances  punishing 
men  v  ho  get  water  that  they  don't  pay  for.  We 
can  impoort  a  penalty  upon  those  who  take  the 
water  without  a  per  nit  trom  trie  Water  Board, 
and  I  tbini  that  is  all  that  is  required  of  us.  The 
first  part  of  the  order  will  accomplish  that;  and 
perhaps  it  might  be  amended  so  as  to  givQ  the 
City  Cjuncil  po«er  to  impore  a  penalty  for  the 
violation  of  the  rule.  I  oon't  believe  in  obtaining 
power  to  license  certain  people.  The  gentleman 
says  everybody  will  get  a  license.  Then  what 
need  is  there  of  it  at  all?  I  understacd  that  this 
matter  came  before  the  Legi-lature  aud  it  failed 
to  pass;  and  I  have  no  doubt  it  would  meet  with 
the  same  fate  again.  It  any  Oi.6  is  to  be  punish- 
ed, it  should  be  the  owner  of  the  bu'lding  and  not 
ths  plumber.  I  don't  believe  in  visiting  the  sins 
of  the  owner  upon  the  plumber. 

Mr.  Peabody— I  cannot  1'ail  to  be  impressed 
with  trie  soundness  ot  the  views  of  the  gentlemao 
from  Ward  7,  and  I  should  De  glad  to  have  the 
subject  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Water 
and  I  hope  they  vili  make  some  amendment  to 
meet  the  dirficultv  without  the  necessi  v  of  licens- 
ing this  particular  trade,  luerefore  I  move  t bat 
the  subject  be  recommit  ed  to  tae  Committee  on 
Water,  with  tne  request  that  they  consider  the 
expediency  of  changing  the  order  so  that  the  ob- 
ject desired  may  be  accomplished  without  the 
neces«ity  of  licensing  plombers. 

Mr.  Noves  of  Ward  5— A  good  deal  of  stress  has 
been  put  upon  r.he  licensing  of  plumbers,  when 
hack  drivers,  truckmen  and  others  have  to  apply 
for  a  license.  The  object  is  to  make  *hem  respon- 
sible 10  some  party  tor  their  acts,  to  see  that  their 
work  is  done  propetly.  Every  licensed  plumber 
would  be  responsible  to  the  Water  Board  or  City 
Council.  No  plumber  who  doe»  good  work  will 
object  lo  it  Tie  difficulty  i  not  so  much  with 
new  buildings  a'  in  changing  the  fixtures  in  old 
ones,  whera  the  change  cannot  be  known  for  some 
time,  unless  *e  have  an  inspector  io  every  plumb- 
er's shop  to  accompany  the  workc:an  from  bouse 
to  bouse.  On  the  other  hand,  a  licensed  plumber 
is  responsible  to  the  City  Council  and  reports  what 
he  does.  There  is  no  injustice  io  a  man  who  does 
good  work.  If  a  licensed  plumber  is  required 
to  put  in  certain  fixtures,  he  will  cot  put  in 
impioper  ones,  else  he  forfeits  his  license.  All 
licensed  hackmeo  a>e  responsicle  to  the  S  jperin- 
teodent  of  Hacks;  and  there  can  be  no  more  in- 
justice to  any  other  trade  than  to  them.  A  new 
motor  oower  for  sewing  machines  will  shortly  be 
introduced  very  extensively  into  a  great  many 
families  in  this  city,  and  it  will  be  almost  impos- 
sible to  find  out  such  cas-s,  under  the  present  sys- 
tem. It  would  be  impossible  to  employ  inspectors 
enough  to  find  out  lA  the  changes  made;  but  if 
the  plumbers  are  licensed  they  will  report  to  the 
Water  Board  once  a  month,  and  the  city  and  the 


citize as  will  be  protected.  I  hope  the  order  will 
pas-(  as  originally  recommended. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WilDur  of  Ward  13,  the  main 
que-tiou  was  ordered  and  ths  motion,  to  recommit 
prevailed,  by  a  r'sing  vote— 33  for,  21  against. 

Sent  up. 

SOUTH  STREET. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7.  the  Council 
took  up  the  special  assignment  for  8  1'.  M.,  viz., 
resolve  and  order  for  v»  ldemng  of  South  str°et, 
corner  of  Summer  street,  at  an  estimated  expeuse 
of  $44,212. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9 — The  unfortunate  man- 
ner in  which  B.>st  <u  was  originally  laid  out  has 
made  it  necessary  lor  the  citv  to  spend  enormous 
amounts  of  mouey  m  the  improvemeitand  widen- 
ing of  streets,  ana  of  the  present  city  debt  of 
forty-four  millions,  twelve  millions  were  incurred 
in  tbis  manner. 

During  the  past  three  years  the  expenditures 
for  this  purp  se  have  been  $9,000,000.  It  seems  to 
me  taat  at  tbis  time,  when  business  is  unprofit- 
able and  leal  estate  almost  unsalable,  and  every- 
body feels  poor,  it  is  judicious  for  us,  when- 
ever any  important  mt-aaure  of  street  widening  is 
brought  before  us,  to  consider  it  with  toe  greatest 
care,  and  not  spend  the  money  of  the  city  it  we  can 
properly  get  along  without  it.  Although  this  or- 
der contemplates  the  expenditure  of  only  $44,000,  it 
is  tealij  entering  upon  an  expencit^re  of  half 
a  million.  This  ic  foroi,elotat  the  corner  ot  South 
and  Summer  streets,  but  if  we  take  that,  it  means 
teat  we  shall  go  on  and  widen  the  street 
all  the  way  rhiouga.  It  is  widenec  now  only 
at  one  point,  at  the  corner  of  B-;ach  street,  where 
one  building  has  been  set  back;  aud  therefore  we 
can  justly  regaid  it  as  a  new  question  ana  con- 
sioer  it  on  its  merrs.  Being  desirous  to  see 
what  a  street  is  capable  of  wnen  it  is  utilized  to 
its  utmost  capacity,  I  had,  a  oayor  two  since, 
the  aumber  of  vehicles  count-a  that  passed  a  giv- 
en pom  r  on  Broadway,  New  York,  m  one  hour. 
The  .street  at  that  point,  near  Fulton  street,  is 
wide  enough  for  five  vehicles  to  pass  abiea=t,  aud 
the  number  of  vehicles  that  passed  there  in  one 
hour  was  1400.  South  street,  near  Summer 
street,  is  wide  enough  for  three  vehi- 
cles to  pa*s  abreast,  and  on  the  same 
basis,  if  1400  teams  coulo  pa«s  through  Broadway, 
840  could  pass  throu  :h  South  street.  Tne  number 
which  actually  did  p«ss  through  it  a  few  days 
since  in  one  hour,  as  I  bad  them  counted,  vvas  178. 
So  that  if  South  street  were  uced  as  thoroughly  as 
Broadway  in  New  York  is,  it  coulo  accommodate 
four  and  one-half  times  the  travel  that  now  passes 
there. 

But  there  is  still  atother  point  in  the  matter. 
Parallel  to  South  street,  and  almost  close  f>  it,  is 
Lincoln  street,  wioe  enough  for  foui  vehicles  co 
pass  abreast;  and  if  Lincoln  street  were  used 
to  its  full  capacity,  that  would  accommodate 
about  1100  vehicles.  It  now  accommodates  116. 
It  is  ^vinent,  then,  that  the  oifference  be- 
tween the  number  of  teams  which  actually  pass 
and  the  teams  which  could  pass  m  case  of  neces- 
sity is  pet  fectly  foormous.  I  know  that  there  ate 
occasional  block-*  of  teams  in  South  streex,  but  I 
believe  that  it  comes  from  ths  fact  that  in  our 
city  we  have  not  yet  established  such  regulations 
for  teams  as  will  utilize  our  streets  to  their  fullest 
capacity.  Everv  gentleman  can  remember  fre- 
quently seeing  atesim  backed  up  to  the  sidewalk  for 
unloaoing,  the  team  and  the  horse  nearly  filling 
up  all  the  street.  It  is  much  cheaper  to  make 
such  regulations  as  will  prevent  such  use  of  a 
street  as  that,  than  it  is  to  pay  half  a  million 
dollars  for  widening  it;  especially  in  view  of 
the  very  strong  probability  that  if  this  street  were 
widened,  within  twelve  months  from  the  time  the 
widening  was  completed,  thure  would  be  a  hoise- 
car  track  laid  thiouth  it,  and  then  it  would  be 
practically  but  little  better,  if  nor  more  difficult, 
for  passage  than  n  is  at  pre-ent.  It  seems  tome 
that  not  only  tor  the  present,  but  for  ihe 
future,  for  all  the  business  we  can  see  for 
Boston,  South  street  and  Lincoln  street  to- 
gether can  accommodate  it  from  Summer  street  as 
tar  as  Beach  slre^t.  Beyono  Beach  street.  South 
street  leading  to  the  Old  Colony  station  is  quite 
narrow,  and  there  is  a  horse-car  track  through  it, 
ano  it  might  be  expedient  to  widen  that  portion; 
but  with  regard  to  the  portion  this  side  of  Beach 
stieet,  there  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  the  city 
can  do  without  it,  and  had  better  save  the  money. 
All  the  investigation  that  I  have  given  to  it  has 
estaolished  that  point  clearly  in  my  mind,  aud  it 
seems  to  me  that  in  new  of  the  heavy  expendi- 
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tures  that  we  hav  incurred  and  must  incur, 
it  is  important  now  to  utilize  our  streets  as  they 
are,  if  we  possibly  can.  Widening  streets,!  admit, 
is  a  great  luxury,  but  perhaps  the  money  is  a 
grealer  luxury ;  and  1  think  that  we.  had  be  ter 
put  a  stop  at  present  to  hravy  expenditures  on 
street  wideoings.  For  that  reason  I  hope  that 
this  order  will  not  pass. 

Mr.Noyes  of  Ward  5—1  have  heen  in  business  in 
the  vicinity  ot  South  street  tor  the  last  fifteen 
years,  and  I  don't  think,  when  busiuess  has  been 
up  co  ihe  mark  as  it  w;s  till  within  the  last  two  or 
three  years,  there  was  any  street  in  Bostoa  that 
was  more  choked  up  and  more  inconvenient  to  get 
through  tbaufbisScithstreet,  frooi  Beach  to  Sum- 
mer. It  was  very  much  crowded ;  is  now  some  five 
daysinthe  we^k.' The  street. is  coo  narrowa'together 
for  the  amount  of  business  that  rs  done.  South 
street  no*  is  largely  built  with  dwelling  houses 
of  a  very  cheap  class,  which,  as  busiuess  tends 
that  way,  a  re  coming  down,  ard'the  new  blocks 
could  he  set  back  on  ihe  D'(v  line  which  is  sup- 
posed to  be.  It  is  proposed  to  put  up  a  new  build- 
ing at  the  corner  of  Summer  street,  and  as  it 
seems  to  me  that  this  widening  is  one  of  the 
things  which  must  be  done,  if  we  delay  till  the 
building  is  put  up,  tb°n  instead  of  paying  $40,000, 
we  will  have  to  pay  $80,000  or  $90,000.  Then  it  will 
come  as  a  matter  of  emergency  and  wdl  have  to  be 
done.  It  seems  to  me  that  as  buildings  are 
changing  from  houses  to  store?,  that  then  is  the 
pro,  er  ume  io  take  hold  of  the  matter  and  se- 
cure the  land.  The  city  owus  a  schoolbouss  there 
which  takes  io  a  good  .'>oition  between  East  street 
and  Summer  stieei.  Tne  street  couli  be  widened 
there  and  not  interfere  with  the  scboolhouse,  and 
^io  expense  would  have  to  be  incurred.  And  then 
the  dwelling  houses,  as  I  said  before,  as  fooo  as 
business  comes  up.  will  be  turned  into  use  tor 
business  purposes — torn  down  and  new  buildings 
put  up.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  proper  tithe 
for  the  city  to  meet  this  matter  is  be- 
fore they  put  up  the  buildings,  and  not  wait 
till  they  put  them  up.  Now,  in  this  case 
here  is  a  valuable  corner,  which  we  should 
secure  oefore  the  buildings  are  erected,  the  same 
as  at  the  corner  of  Beach  and  South  streets.  It 
seems  to  me  to  os  an  economical  aud  wise  thing 
for  the  city  to  do,  to  set  the  new  buildings  back 
on  toe  new  line,  thereby  saving  the  expense  of 
pulling  them  dowu.  The  city  will  thus  save  a 
good  man/  thousand  dollars.'  I  hope  the  order 
will  pass. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— There  is  no  doubt  that  ev- 
ery man  who  does  business  in  and  around  Boston 
would  like  to  have  the  streets  sixty  feet  wide; 
bat  as  ray  colleague  has  said,  when  we  con- 
sider the  present  condition  of  taxes  and  business, 
it  must  appear  very  unwise  to  inaugurate  a  new 
system  of  improvements,  particularly  7/hen  the 
prospect  is  for  so  exoensive  a  one  a.i  contem- 
plated by  this  wioening  ot  Soutn  street.  To 
widen  the  street  the  entire  length  at  the  width 
which  it  has  been  Widened  at  the  corner  of  Beach 
street,  aod  which  it  is  contemplated  to  widen  it 
at  the  corner  of  Summfr  street,  would  cost,  as  I 
stated  at  the  previous  meeting  of  the  Council,  a 
little  short  of  $500,000.  And  it  is  very  uncei tain 
whether  it  ever  would  be  needed,  at  sixty  feet 
in  wiatb,  or  whether  it  would  be  needed  at 
all.  Lincoln  street  has  been  widened  within 
a  very  short  tioue,  and  will  acooimooate  an;  sur- 
plus of  travel  that  needs  to  go  down  there  to  these 
depots.  This  building  which  it  is  contemplated  to 
erect  rneie  is  a  very  good  one,  and  would  bring 
in  quite  a  revenue  in  taxes,  ana  it  seems  to  me  it 
would  be  much  better  to  let  the  party  who  chuoses 
to  erect  the  building  on  the  corner,  if  he  is  desir- 
ous of  doing  so, — let  him  go  on  and  erect  the 
building,  and  I  am  pretty  certain  that  the  income 
which  will  be  derived  fiom  the  taxes  on  that 
building,  aod  the  interest  on  the  mouev  which 
the  land  will  cost,  will  more  than  make  up 
any  loss  which  the  city  will  sustain  in  the  future 
in  consequence  of  widening  and  taking  a  portion 
of  his  building,  which  I  think  is  problematical  en- 
tirely. I  think  if  the  City  Council  reject  this  or- 
der at  the  present  time,  that  it  is  very  uncertain 
whethet  it  will  ever  be  thought  necessiry  to  wid- 
en South  street  to  more  than  fifty  feet.  I  believe 
that  is  aJl  sufficient  for  the  widening  of  any  street 
in  that  section  of  the  citv,  consideiing  the  facili- 
ties which  already  exist  for  vehicles  and  passen- 
gers to  get  to  the  Old  Colony  and  Boston  &  Alba- 
ny depots.  I  hope  tuat  the  Council  will  non-con- 
cur with  the  Street  Commissioners,  and  I  move, 
when  the  question  be  taken,  it  be  taken  by  yeas 
and  nays. 


Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6— While  I  agree  with  The 
gentleman  in  the  importance  of  economy,  I  fear 
that  in  this  matter  economy  would  b&  really 
wastefulness,  especially  when  we  consider  that 
this  widening  has  been  begun,  and  it  seems  to  me 
is  pietty  sure  to  be  carrier  out  sooner  or  later. 
For  us  to  stop  and  hesitate  now,  and  let  an  expen- 
sive building  be  put  up  on  that  corner  seems  to 
me  would  be  very  bad 'kind  of  economy.  South 
street,  as  everybody  knows,  is  the  main  thorough- 
fare to  the  Ola  Colony  passenger  and  freight  sta- 
tions, and  there  is  an  immense  quantity  and  must 
be  always  an  increasing  quantity  of  both  passen- 
ger and  freight  travel.  The  onl>  other  way  is 
thiough  K' eeland  street,  between  Lincoln  dod 
South",  wnich  is  a  nan  ow  and  very  incouvenient 
way  of  going.  South  street  is  the  main  route,  and 
it  is  not  only  narrow  for  teams  but  the  sidewalks 
are  nairow,'so  narrow  that  when  the  throng  of 
passengers  ar =>  going  aud  coming  rrom  that  depot 
they  have  to  go  substantially  in  single  file  to  get 
alontr.  Now  it  stukes  me  that  under  t&ese  cir- 
cumstances that  street  has  got  to  be  widen- 
ed, and  how  much  it  nas  got  to  be  widen- 
ed is  not  th:i  question,  for  that  has  been  substan- 
tially fixed  by  the  action  heretofore  by  making 
it  sixty  f^et  at  tne  corner  of  Betch  street.  We 
are  not  going  to  make  the  rest  of  it  fifty  test  after 
that.  That  is  the  lino  of  the  Old  Colony  Depot, 
ai'd  I  believe  it  is  toe  line  that  they  have  gone 
upon,  and  I  don't  think  it  is  worth  while  for  us 
to  vote  here  no >-.  what  the  line  will  be;  and  if  it 
is  true,  as  itseems  to  me  it  is,  that  that  street,  by 
reason  of  the  immense  amount  of  travel  that  is 
goin  £  there,  both  of  carriages  and  teams,  has  got 
to  be  widened  sooner  or  later,  as  we  have 
begun  it  already,  is  it  not  foolish  for  us 
to  allow  an  expeosive  building  to  be  put 
up  there,  so  that  in  a  year  or  two,  whsn 
we  have  a  little  more  money,  we  must  spend  twice 
as  much  in  pulling  that  down,  as  we  would  have 
to  pay  now  for  the  land,  which  we  ca's  get  at  com- 
paratively a  small  expense?  Tne  march  of  busi- 
ness is  oown  tnat  ivay.  These  buildings  are  likely 
to  be  pulled  down,  and  expensive  stores  put  up, 
pretty  soon  if  business  revives  at  all.  Now  seems 
to  be  the  time  to  make  tha  improvement.  Now, 
while  there  are  comparatively  cheap  buildings, 
and  as  fast  as  these  buildings  are  taken  do* n 
the  improvement  may  be  carried  on.  It  seems  to 
me  that  we  should  carry  on  the  widening  that  has 
been  begun  and  not  hesitate  in  the  middle  of  the 
operation. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  "Ward  20— I  would  be  as  glad  as 
anv  one  to  have  wide  streets.  They  are  a  great 
convenience.  I  am  somewhat  interested  in  tbis, 
for  I  suppose  ray  teams  earn  several  thousand 
dollars  upon  this  street  every  year.  But  I  never 
heard  anv  complaint  from  the  men  that  they  are 
blocked  there.  They  unload  to  customers  it.  that 
street,  and  I  have  not  heard  of  any  inconvenience. 
It  seems  to  me  simply  a  mattet  of  c»nvenience. 
Widening  of  streets  is  an  expensive  luxury,  and 
the  times  are  such  that  I  camot  vote  away  money 
unless  it  is  absolutely  necessary,  and  I  don't  think 
this  necessity  exists* at  the  p  esent  time.  I  don't 
believe  stores  are  to  be  built  as  readily  as  they 
have  been.  I  don't  think  any  real  estate  owner 
who  owns  that  real  estate,  if  this  giving  him  at 
tne  present  time  anorminal  interest,  small  tnough 
it  may  be,  will  ouli  down  that  building  and  build 
a  store.  I  don't  think,  moreover,  that  if  the  time 
should  come,  but  whoever  ot  us  lives  at  that  time 
will  be  competent  to  take  hola  of  the  job  and  vote 
the  monev  for  tuemselves,  I  think  at  the  present 
time  it  is  not  necessary,  and  I  can't  vote  for  the 
appropriation. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— Three  years  ago  a  peti- 
tion was  presented  to  the  City  Council  or  Street 
Commissioners  representing  at  least  $20,000,000 
for  the  widening  of  this  street,  the  year  bifore  the 
fire.  There  was  a  long  hearing  before  the  com- 
mittee, and  such  men  as  Governor  Clafiin  and 
other  merchants  down  around  there,  appeared  be- 
fore as  and  urged  the  necessity  of  widening  the 
street.  That  year  the  fire  took  place,  and  had  it 
not  been  that  the  Are  occurred  at  that  time,  my 
impression  is  that  the  committee  would  have 
been  unanimous  in  recommending  that  the 
street  be  widecedto  seventy  feet.  There  is  not  the 
slightest  doubt  at  all  that  tne  committee  ■fouid 
have  recommended  it  at  that  time.  The  fire 
took  place,  and  the  matter  has  laid  as  it  does  up 
to  this  time.  A  building  was  taken  down  cu  the 
corner  of  Beach  and  South  streets,  and  the  com- 
missioners gave  notice  that  they  intended  to 
widen  that  part  of  the  street.  Thev  did,  and  wid- 
ened it  sixty  feet.    Here  is  another  place  on  the 
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comer  of  Samaiev  and  South  streets  which  the 
committee  proposes  to  take — about  lourteen  feet, 
oi  Less,  whatever  it  may  be.  The  Street  Commis- 
sioners olo  Dot  propose  to  go  on  and 
expend  bait  .a  million  of  dollars  for  widening 
the  street,  but  propose  co  do  it  gradually  as  the 
buildings  are  taken  down.  As  parties  build  and 
put  up  large  structures  there,  they  will  probably 
set  back  to  tne  width  of  sixty  feet.  The  man  who 
owns  the  land,  on  the  corner  is  about  to  pui  up  a 
building  to  cost  $40,000.  If  tnat  is  put  up,  in  two 
or  three  yars.  if  business  revives,  I  thick  every 
gentleman  iu  the  Council  will  be  sorrv  that  he  did 
not  vote  for  fhe  wioening.  There  is  no  loan  call- 
ed for.  There  >s  a  plenty  of  money  in  the  ap- 
propriation for  Streets. 

Mr.  Guild  ot   Ward  6— As  a  Boston  man  I   am 
always  veiy  glad   to  see  any  improvement  made 
in  our  city.    I  think,  sir,  that  no  citizen  of  Bos- 
ton can  walk  over  what  we  call  the  burnt  riistiict 
and  see  the  magnificent  an-Dues  <ve  have  there 
and  the  superb  buildings  that  have  been  erected 
upon  thPcu,  without  feeling  sonit  sense  of   pride 
ana    pointing  them   out  co  bis    friends,  visitors 
as   marks  ot   our  progress  as     a    city.     While 
we     do    that,     sir,    and    point    these    out     as 
marks     of     our     progress,     these     magnificent 
stores    and    splendid     b.oad    avenues,     it    the 
visitor  should  caoi  his  eye  upwards  beyond  the 
fii st  story,  and  even  in  me  verv  first  story  some- 
times he  will  rind  this  significant  notice  meeting  his 
gaze  on  every  hand,  "To  let,"  "To  let,"  or  "For 
sale  or  to  let."  1  have  looked  at  South-street  mat- 
ter and  have  balanced  tb<!  question  for  a  long  time 
in  my   mind.      1   find   that   where   High   street 
debouches  into  Summer  street,  almost  directly  op- 
posite this  street,  it  must  of  necessity  send  a  large 
amount   of    travel   in    that    direction.      Hence 
it  did  seem  to  me  that  it   wou'd  be  a  grand  con- 
venience to  nave  the  widening.    The  gentleman 
last  up  has  said  tnat  three  years  ago  a  very  lame 
number  of  capitalists  presented  a  petition  i^ere 
for  the  widening  of  that  street,  and  it  would  have 
been  unanimously  passed.    Let  us  look  to   what 
was  the  conoition  of  the  city  of  Bo»ton,  the  con- 
ditioo  of  business  three  years  ago,  tne  ease  wich 
which   men  spent  money  thee  years  ago,  how 
much     larger      $50,000     or     $60,000     looks     to- 
day    than      it      oid      three     years      ago,      and 
we    shall    see    what    the  temper  of  the  people 
of  Boston  is  in  regard  to  street-widenings  at  pres- 
ent.   I  think  the  feeling  of  our  constituents,  as 
citizens,  towards  ua  is  that  we  shall  economize  in 
eveiy  possible  manner  that  we  can.    Of  course  it 
is  a  question  of  what  is  economy;    whether   it   is 
economy  not  to  widen  this  stivet  at  the  present 
time,  or  whether  it  would  be  the  best  economy  to 
widen  it  at  the  present  time.     I  can  see,  sir,  ihat 
if    we,   at    the    present   time,     purctnse     that 
corner  piece   of   land,    and    so     take    it    away 
from    the    city    of    Boston     as     taxable     prop- 
erty,   u     will    be    of    no    essential    benefit    to 
the  city  which  will  lose  taxes  on  it  for  some  time 
to  come.    Then  again  I  can  see  that  the  owners  of 
toe  cheap  builoings,   mnoing   from    that  vacant 
piece  of  ground  down  as  far  as  the  schoolhouse, 
which  nas  been    mentioned,    will  do   one  of  two 
things:  tney  will  find  that  the  city  has  purchased 
this  corner  lot,  running  down  to  their  buildings, 
ana  they    will   immediately   proceed  to  give  the 
impression   that   they  are   about   to    erect  $40,- 
000     ouildings    upon     the     street,     and     there- 
lore     other      ordtrs     will    come    in    here,     for 
us    to     continue    that    costly    street     widening 
in     a     year     when     every     possible     economy 
is  called' tor.    That  we  may  reasonably  look  for  if 
we     know     human    nature  and     the     policv   ot 
gentlemen     lntere^tfaU     in     city     governments. 
Again,  ir  we  do  rot  ourcha~e  this  property,  and 
inasmuch  as  the  plans   are    all    prepared  tor  the 
new  Building  and  gentlemen  know  that  the  new 
building  is  to  oe  erected,  I  can  hardly  tbu  k,  with 
the  number  of  buildings  that    aie    to  let  and  the 
position  real  estate  occupies  in  the  market  today, 
that    the    benefit    of     these    owners    of     these 
old  dwelling  house3,  »?hich  are  now  being  let  out 
to    poor    people    at  a  very    much    better    rate 
than  can  be  got  for  warehouses,  would  pull  them 
down  and  put  up  costly  warehouses  which  can- 
not possibly  be  rente.!.    I  have  been,  sir,  so  even- 
ly balanced  on  this  subject  tnat  I  have  thought 
that  I  would    almoct  like  to  pair  off  with  myself 
on     my    vote   upon    it,    but    I    cannot     think, 
if  I  should  vote  tor  this  proposition,  sir,  I  should 
be  carrying  out  tne  wishes  of  those  who  sent  me 
here.    I  shall  therefore  feel    constrained,  in  tne 
present  aspect  ot  affairs,  when  we  have  made  so 


3  any  street  widenings,  and  as  there  does  not  ap- 
pear to  be  an  absolute  suffering  ot  the 
citiz»os  of  Boston  for  this  street  widening, 
to  vote  against  it.  We  have  heaid  the  voice 
of  a  gentleman  who  has  practical  expeiience.  the 
one  who  spoke  before  the  last,  a  gectleman  of 
practical  experience,  who  has  in  his  employ  men 
who  orive  neavily  loaoed  teams,  and  who  would, 
ot  course,  be  the  very  first  who  would  present 
their  complaints  and  objections,  but  not  one  of 
them  has  spoken  against  it.  We  have  also  several 
parallel  avenues  wnicn  give  ample  approach  to 
the  depot  in  question  and  free  access  "to  it  and 
egiess  from  it,  and  consequently  I  cannot  see 
theie  is  any  amount  ot  suffering.  Furthermore, 
it  has  been  said,  the  very  moment  a  street  is  wid- 
ened probably  the  Metropolitan  Rsilroad  <vould 
it,  peiition  for  a  track  to  run  directly  rhrough 
theie,  and  the  street  would  be  in  the  same  condi- 
tion or  a  worse  one  than  it  is  at  present.  We  have 
tracks  running  through  streets  now  whico  ate  as 
narrow  as  that,  and  which  are  crowded  every- 
where with  vehicles  and  with  rnercharioise  which 
of  nece-sity  is  placed  on  the  sidewalks.  There- 
tore,  sir,  looking  at  the  questiou  in  all  its  various 
lights,  I  tbin's.  we  can  pause  a  while.  "Wisely  and 
slow — thei-  stumble  that  run  fast." 

Mr.  Howesof  Ward  11— I  should  like  to  supple- 
ment the  statement  of  tne  gentleman  who  has  just 
sat  down,wich  reference  to  a  change tnai  has  taken 
place  among  the  property  owners  and  capitalists 
during  the  last  tniee  yeats.  A.t  that  time  there 
was  a  very  strong  feeling  that  it  was  desirable  to 
have  wide  streets.  I  think  since  then  a  great 
cnange  has  taken  place.  Even  a  cigner  of  this 
peiition,  Mr.  Claflin,  and  others,  I  think  would 
hesitate  some  ntce  before  they  would 
sign  a  petition  of  this  kind  at  nresent. 
Whether  it  is  that  the  charges  tor  Bet- 
terments have  been  so  severe  upon  them, 
that  it  may  have  prejudiced  them,  I  know  not, 
but  I  am  certain  of  the  fact  that  a  very  large 
number  of  capitalists  on  tnese  streets  are  opposed 
to  wide  streets.  Tbey  say  it  is  a  detriment  to 
their  business;  that  they  caD  do  better  busmses 
on  a  forty-foot  street  than  on  a  sixty  or  seveoty- 
foot  street:  rnat  for  purposes  of  trade,  forty-foot 
streets  are  better  by  far  than  those  ot  a  greater 
width.  I  have  heard  that  from  fiftj ,  1  should  say, 
at  least.  The  number  of  vesicles  in  the  sureets 
during  the  past  three  years  has  greatly  diminished. 
Oneot  the  proprietors  of  the  Red  Line  omnibuses, 
told  me  some  tew  months  ago  that  these  coaches 
could  mate  much  quicker  time  from  the  South 
End  to  the  Northern  depots  than  before,  on  ac- 
count of  the  diminution  of  crowds  in  the  stre°ts. 
It  seems  to  me  useless  to  enter  upon  an  improve- 
in  exit  at  the  present  time,  when  it  is  unnecessary. 
When  the  necessity  comes,  as  it  mav  some  time, 
that  these  streets  may  be  overcrowded,  I  think 
that  difficul'y  will  be  overcome  by  the  larger  and 
better  adaptation  of  th*  marginal  railroad  tor  the 
transportation  ot  merchaodise  tiom  the  northern 
to  the  southern  part  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Snaw  ot  Ward  5 — i  have  beeu  engaged  in 
mercantile  business  in  tne  city  of  Boston  for  the 
last  toirty  years,  and  I  undertake  to  say  that  the 
statement  of  the  gentleman  last  up  is  wholly  with- 
out foundation. 

Mr.  Howes— My  statement  was  merelv  a  repeti- 
tion ot  what  has'been  said  to  me. 

Mr.  Shaw— He  merely  misconstrues  *hat  has 
baen  said  to  him;  for  it  is  preposterous  for  any 
gentleman  to  state  that  a  Boston  merchant,  says 
it  is  harder  to  sell  goods  ou  a  wide  street  man  a 
narrow  one.  Toe  true  meining  is  that  it  does  n't 
apoear  so  well  in  a  large  city  to  have  a  large  street 
half  full  as  to  have  a  nai row  street  crowded  with 
business.  That  is  the  truth.  The  idea  ot  not  sell- 
ing goods  no  well  on  a  wide  street  as  on  a  narrow 
one  -would  be  preposte-ous.  So  much  for  ihat. 
Experience  is  worth  something,  and  this  hard 
labor  in  mercantile  business  has  given  me  some- 
thing of  that  experience.  Now,  sir,  what  is  this 
talk  about  economy?  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
passing  this  spot  for  t  he  last  tui  rty  five  years,  half  a 
dozen  times  a  day  on  many  days ;  and  I  undertake 
to  sav  that  South  sti  eet  i»  the  great  thoroughfare  to 
the  Old  Colony  depot.  Talk  about  comparing  it 
with  Lincoln  street,  which  rs  but  one  passageway 
to  the  Boston  &  Albany  depot.  My  worthy  friend 
from  State  street  does  n't  pass  there  so  often  .is  I 
do.  His  palace  is  in  another  part  of  the  city.  He 
says  1400  vehicles  pass  a  certain  point  on  Broad- 
way— no  doubt  about  that — and  he  compares  it 
with  little  South  street.  If  he  had  ooly  thrown  a 
stone  from  that   point  (where   he   examined  the 
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matter)  to  Federal  street  and  followed  it,  be 
would  nave  found  a  street — how  many  feet  wide  ? 
Ca>.  aoy  gentleman  tsll  me? 

Mr.  Page— Seventy. 

Mr.  Sbaw— Seventy  feet,  and  crowded  «#uh  ve- 
hicles every  hour  of  tie  aaytiil  nine  o'clock  at 
night.  And  then  he  says  no  doubt  the  railway 
track  will  be  DUili.  I  hope  to  God  it  will.  Give 
us  lailway  tracks,  for  tney  ars  the  people's  meaos 
of  getting  tlnougb  the  streets.  I  hope'  the  stieet 
will  be  widened,  but  1  don't  think  the  committee 
intend  to  widen  it,  now.  Xoks  the  little  spot, 
wheie  the  d6ciis  ot  the  old  bjilding  nas  been 
tak^D  awav,  at  aa  expense  of  $42,000 — hot  for  the 
past,  tor  for-  today,  but  for  the  future.  Woo  be- 
lieves tbit  the  business  of  this  great  city  is  to  re- 
maiu  as  it  has  for  the  last  year  or  two?  We  are 
looking  ahead  io  ths  great  future  of  Boston.  This 
property  sioula  be  secured  nowwhile  no  builoing 
is  upon  it.  The  owners  intend  to  put  an  expen- 
sive building  upoo  it.  That  streec  mu?t  b~  widen- 
ed within  a  few  years  at  any  rate,  and  why  aU  jw  t  bis 
expensive  building  to  be  put  up  that  the  city  must 
pay  for?  Will  any  trei'tlennau  of  common  sen-e 
believe  that  the  business  of  Bost  m  will  long  stand 
where  it  is  tooay  ?  If  so,  I  have  a  vecy  poor  opin- 
ion of  his  judgment.  Talk  about  the  streets  of 
New  York,  why,  I  reoiember  ones  to  have  heaj  d  a 
savisg  of  Rev.  Dr.  Chapiu  thai  it  needed  more 
talent  to  pass  across  Bi  oad way  at  midday  than  it 
doer,  to  make  a  justice  ot  the  peace  in  Nev  Eng- 
land; and  1  havo  no  doubt  it  is  true.  Has  there 
beeo  this  opposition  heretofore  to  street  wiaen- 
iegs?  Mot  at  all.  Bit  now  we  talk  economy.  It 
is  parsimony,  not  economy.  I  have  no  shad- 
ow of  interest  io  this  matter,  and  oid  not  intend 
to  say  ons  word  upon  it;  but  coinpansons 
have  been  mad-  wbijh  will  not  bear  investiga- 
tion, and  as  one  who  knows  the  neighborhood 
I  tnmk  it  my  outy  to  state  the  tacts.  The 
scboolhouse  tnere  is  occupied  only  tor  temporary 
purpo-es;  then  a  simple  stone's  throw  brings  us 
to  East  street,  and  another  stone's  torow  to  where 
another  old  baildmg  has  been  taken  down.  Now, 
if  any  ge.tlemau  has  followed  me  along  in  this 
statemen.-,  he  will  see  at  once  that  the  cost  will  be 
very  little  when  th  *  work  is  done,  as  the  buildings 
are'eheap.  The  business  of  the  Old  Colony  Rail- 
road is  ciowding  through  Iba  street  today,  and  I 
challenge  any  oue  to  show  that  it  is  n't;  cairiages, 
teams,  tiucks  and  vehicles  of  all  kindsaie blocked 
tber°  every  day,  and  almost  every  hour  ot  the  day. 
The  necessity  for  the  widening  will  be  doubly  ap- 
parent when  busiLess  resumes  its  accustbm°d 
channels.  We  should  ta&e  advantage  of  the 
opportunity  to  buy  this  land  for  $100,000 
less  than  we  can  buy  it  for  when  the 
necessity  does  aiise.  That  is  a  crowded 
part  of  the  city.  Within  the  last  f  dot  years  Fed- 
eral street  has'beeo  widened  to  uioie  than  double 
it  former  width  since  I  first  knew  it  Talk  about 
the  Marginal  Railroad — I  believe  in  fiat  graua 
rood  wnich  goes  through  that  broad  avenus;  and 
I  3oa  only  glad  to  say  I  was  n't  one  of  the  stock- 
holders who  lost  all  their  stock  because  it  couldn't 
be  made  to  pay.  In  a  few  ysars  aU  the  buildings 
on  the  burnt  district  may  be  occupied.  I  hive 
represented  that  district  for  many  y?ar»  both  in 
the  City  Council  and  Legislature,  ard  travelled 
over,  I  bad  almost  said,  every  inch  of  the  g'  ound, 
and  I  know  its  necessities.  Talk  about  Governor 
Claflin  doing  this,  that  or  the  other!  He  is  but 
one  individual— a  man  of  most  excellent  judg- 
ment— a»a  he  sigL.s  a  petition  when  £e  thinks  it 
is  right.  I  believe  tuat  within  a  year  eveiy 
foot  of  that  territory  will  be  leased.  Let  us  take 
things  as  we  flno  them  and  make  the  best  of  them. 
Let  us  siaud  up  for  toe  wool*  citj,andnot  go 
against  oie  part  or  the  other.  I*  the  e  a  gentle- 
man who  deprecates  the  extensio  j  of  Washing- 
ton street?  If  so,  ltthim  rise.  Let  us  not  cake 
narrow  views,  but  look  at  the  broad  future  before 
us  and  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  make 
a  good  bargain  by  the  purcease  of  this  piece  of 
property. 

Mr.  Guild— the  gentleman  from  Ward  11  [Mr. 
Howes]  needs  >  o  indorsement;  but  as  it  has 
seemed  neeessaiy  to  refer  to  our  past  record, 
I  rather  reluctantly  rise  to  say  I  have  lived 
over  forty  years  in  Boston,  and  «-hat  my 
"palace"  was  at  one  time  on  South  street;  and  I 
have  walked  over  the  burnt  district  several  times 
a  ds.y.  I  believe  in  broad  streets,  ana  I  have 
heard  one,  two,  three,  four,  or  a  dozen  mercbacts 
on  Winter  street— whew  1  took  occasion  for  a  cer- 
tain purpose  to  inquire— say  tt.at  thev  trusted 
that  Winter  street  would  not  oe  widened,  because 
they  thought  a  nanow  street  beneficial  to  their 


bnsiness.  I  think  Winter  street  is  coo  narrow  for 
public  +iavel;  nevertheless  I  believe  wnat  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  11  said,  aod  I  shall  take 
the  assertions  of  the  lastspeaKer  with  sours  grains 
of  allowance  But  I  wish  to  say  that  my  reasons 
are  just  as  potent  as  those  of  tne  geutleman  from 
Ward  5.  I  canrot  think  that  it  is  tune  tor  us  to 
continually  rush  into  unnecessary  expenditures, 
because  thev  will  be  beneficial  in  theeno.  If  so, 
we  might  lay  out  many  costly  sueets,  like  tnose 
which  any  gentleman,  who  has  ridden  through 
New  York,  has  neeo.  You  "ill  find  street  afier 
street  lighteo  wi'h  gas,  with  not  a  siogle  dwelling 
upon  them— miles  above  civilization,  or  certainly 
abeve  where  there  are  any  inhabitants — whicn  we 
know  have  been  our  througn  by  jobbery.  Conse- 
quently ii  is  not  a  gooo  argument — it  is  a  veiy 
popular  one,  I  ad  nit— to  speak  of  the  future 
properity  of  Boston  ;  and  if  we  lay  out  grand  ave- 
nues ana  make  magnificent  addition"  to  our 
prooerty,  the  Bo  tocians  of  toe  future  will  possi- 
blv  thank  us  for  it.  The  opening  of  Washington 
street  has  long  been  a  necessity,  and  it  would 
have  bten  do  <  a  gro:*t  many  yea>s  ago  but 
for  the  vote  cf  one  man.  It  must  beaomitted  toat 
the  opening  ot  that  street  is  a  great  improve- 
ment; but  I  do  not  bel  eve  the  necessitv  of  the 
case  requires  that  we  should  commence  this 
widening  of  South  street,  which  the  very  moment 
it  is  uone  will  call  for  an  increased  expense  of  half 
a  million  dollars  or  moie.  I  do  not  tniok  the 
citizens  of  Boston  require  or  oesire  us  to  do  it; 
ar.o  tnirking  that  such  ars  their  wishes  is  the 
reason  I  have  made  the  temarks  I  have  in  onp.jsi- 
tion  to  it. 

i'be  years  and  navs  were  ordered  anc  th^.  re- 
solve and  order  were  lejected  in  non-concurrence 
with  the  S.reet  Conriinissioneis — yeas  15,  nays  42. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Burditt,  Clarke,  Crocker,  Duggan, 
Fitzpairick,  Flynn,  Harrig&ii,  Hicks,  Kelley, 
Noyer,  Power,  Shaw,  Walsh,  Willcutu,  Wilso:  — 
15. 

Nays— Messrs.  Bracket  o,  Burgess,  Collins,  Curtis, 
Gushing,  Cusbman,  Dever-ux,  Edwards,  Felt, 
Fitzgerald,  Goldtnwait,  Guil  y,  Harmon,  Howes, 
Jaques,  Kimball,  Kingsbury,  Kingslsy,  Lappen, 
Leightou,  Loring,  Mooaey,  Moi'iiso",  Newton, 
Page^Paiker,  Peabody,  Perkins,  Pierce,  Sampson, 
Sioley,  Smith,  Sprague,  Sweetser,  Tuacher,  Train, 
Trull,  WadSAorth,  Walbridge,  Whttcomb,  Wilbur 
—42. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Messrs.  Anderson,  Barry, 
Calwey,  Coyle,  Damon,  Day,  Hiscock,  Moley,  Mur- 
ray, Osborne,  Rice,  Stacey,   Whilmore,  Woods. 

RULES  AND  ORDERS  OF  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20,  the  Coun- 
cil took  up  the  special  assignment  tor  8%  P.  MC., 
viz.,  report  and  order  to  aauend  the  rules  9,nd 
orders  of  the  Common  Council.  (Cits-  Doc.  No. 
125.) 

The  several  amendments  pro  posed  m  the  order 
weie  adopted  seriatim,  and  the  order  was  passed. 

Mr,  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7  moved  to  aneod  Sec- 
tion 50  by  adding,  "Ou  the  previous  question 
dPbate  shall  be  a'lowed  only  to  give  reason  why 
the  main  question  should  not  be  put":  and  to 
amend  section  67  by  striking  out  the  words 
"who  voted  with,  the  majority,"  eo  tbat  it 
shall  reaa,  "If  a  vote  has  been  passed,  aoy  mem- 
ber may  move  a  reconsi  jeration  the  eofj  in  the 
same  meeting  or  if  he  she  1*  give  notice  to  the  Clerk 
within  twenty-four  hours,"  etc. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  said  that  the  reason  for  the  first 
amendment  was  very  apcarent.  Th<>  previous 
question  wsas  rather  an  abrupt  wav  to  strangle 
Ubbate  and  .*hould  only  oe  put  when  the  members 
had  made  up  their  minds  that  nomore  d°bate  was 
necessary.  Now,  under  the  rules  as  they  row 
wens,  j.ny  member  on  the  opposite-  side,  any  mem- 
ber who  was  in  favor  of  the  previous  question, 
could  get  up,  a<d  those  who  wanted  any 
more  dejbate  would  have  no  opportunity 
of  speaKing.  In  nearly  all  parliamentary 
bodies  that  he  knew  of,  when  thi  previous  ques- 
tion was  moved  the  persons  <vho  opposed  it  were 
allowed  to  speak  only  upon  the  motion,  and  give 
reasons  whv  it  should  not  be  oidered.  Speaking 
on  the  other  amendment,  he  said  it  was  the  ex- 
perience of  all  the  members  ot  the  board  that  «f 
they  wanted  the  previous  quesdon  move  i  all  they 
bad  to  do  was  to  ask  their  fiiend  iu  the  next 
seat,  who  voted  in  the  majority,  to  move 
it  as  a  personal  favor.  The  present  rule 
meaot  nothing  except  that  it  put  members  to  the 
bothet  of  asking,  and  the  request  was  always 
granted  ks  a  matter  of  course.  Why  not  do  away 
with  it  and  allow  any  member  of  the  board  to 
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move  a  reconsideration  no  matter  on  which  side 
he  voted.  Theie  was  do  inembec  of  the  Council  so 
pocr  that  he  hao.  rot  a  fiiend  who,  out  of  courte- 
sy to  him,  would  move  <  he  previous  question. 

The  first  ame  jdment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Shav  of  Ward  5  objected  to  the  second  one 
on  the  ground  that  it  was  inconsistent  because  of 
the  fact  that  they  had  just  passed  an  amendment 
to  section  63,  by  striking  out  the  words-,  "in  the 
majority."  and  inserting  therefor,  "with  the  pre- 
vailing party." 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  moved  to  stiike  out  the  words 
"with  che  prevailing  paity,"  in  section  63. 

The  motion  was  earned  and  ther  bis  second 
amendment  to  the  section  was  adopted. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  for  a  traosfer  of  $454  from  "Laying  out 
and  grading  Madison  square"  to  "iiiading  and 
improving  Orcnard  park." 

Mr.  Parker  of  Ward  14  asked  if  the  park  is  to  be 
rim-bed  this  year, 

Mr,  Wilbur  of  Ward  13  said  he  could  a't  state; 
but  the  grading  has.  been  done,  and  he  presumed 
this  is  to  pay  the  bills. 

Xhe  order  "was  passed  in  concurrence. 

Or.ier  for  transfeis  in  Lamp  appropriation  from. 
"gas"  to  "castings,"  $10,000,  to  wrought-iron 
work,  $2000,  to  gas  lantei  us,  $2000;  from  "lighting 
and  care  of  gas  lamps"  to  "gas  lanterns,"  $4000; 
from  "fluid  lanterns"  to  "committee's  expenses," 
$100;  and  order  for  a  transfer  is  the  Ferry  appro- 
priation ot  $2000  from  "water,  gas  and  chandlery" 
to  "carpenter's  a>  d  joiner's  work  on  boats."  Sev- 
erally passed  in  corcurreoce— y»  as  52,  navs  0. 

Order  for  the  purchase  of  the  mill  of  Franklin 
King,  on  Mill  srreet,  Ward  24,  at  rot  ej.ceeiing 
$13,000,  tor  toe  widening  of  said  street,  and  for 
sanitary  purposes.    Passed.    Sent  up. 

COMMUNICATIONS  FROM  CITY  OFFICERS . 

Board  of  Health.  Request  for  the  adaition  of 
$10,000  to  the  sum  already  appropriated  for  a 
smallpox  bosnital,  as  the  $25,000  appropriated  will 
not  be  sufficient  to  overcome  the  difficulty.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Finance. 

Seat  up. 

COCHITUATE  WATER  BOARD. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5  cresented  a  request  for 
the  following  transfers  in  the  Water  Works  ap- 
propriation: From  the  item  for  "stopcocks,  hy- 
drants and  boxes"  to  service  pipes,  $7000,  and 
$1000  ro  "repairing  reservoirs"  ;  trom  "aqueduct" 
to  "Chest cut  Hill  Reservoir,"  $500. 

Also,  a  request  that  the  Oitv  Council  authorize 
the  Mayor  to  petition  the  General  Cou-t  for  an  act 
authorizing  the  city  to  further  conrrol  and  proiect 
its  sources  of  water  supply  from  infringement  or 
pollution,  and  to  control  and  regulate  the  use  of 
the  land  and  driveway  around  Chestnut  Hid  and 
Brooklme  reservoirs;  also,  for  an  act  forbidding 
toe  acquisition  of  adverse  presciiptive  rights  by 
any  peison  with  respect  to  real  estate  held  by  the 
city  in  connection  wuh  the  sources  of  water  rup- 
ply. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Waler.    Sect  up. 

PETITION   PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Tbacher  of  Ward  15— Petition  of  Samuel 
B.  Cunningham  tor  leave  to  enlarge  a  wooden 
building  situated  on  506  Broadway.  Referred  to 
Joint  Committse  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings. 

Sent  up. 

SWETT  STREET. 

Mr.  Psabody  submitted  a  report  trom  the  Com- 
mittee oa  Finance  on  the  oidcr  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  proviomg  the  mean=  for  raisins;  tbe 
grad*  of  the  New  York  &  New  Eagland  Railroad 
at  Swett  street,  cecommendir  g  the  passage  of  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  tbe  Joint  Committee  on  Streets, 
in  the  construction  of  Swett  street  extended,  be 
authorized  to  enter  into  arrangements  w'th  the 
New  Yoik  &  New  England  Railroad  Company  for 
raising  the  grads  of  Swett  street,  to  pass  unaer 
the  same;  also  for  the  build mg  of  the  abutments 
for  the  railroad  bridge  on  East  Chester  park  ex- 
tended in  accordance  with  th-i  teims  and  c.onai- 
tions  set  forth  in  a  communication  of  said  New 
York  &  New  England  Railroad  Company,  dated 
Nov.  29, 1875,  addretsed  to  John  X  .  Clark,  Esq., 
Chairman  of  the  Street  Committee,  and  printed  in 
City  Document  123  of  1875,  at  an  expense  not  ex- 
ceeding $112,000,  io  a  manner  satisfactory  to  the 
City  Engineer. 

Ordered ,  That  the  treasurer  be  and  lie  is  hereby 
authorized,  unaer  tbe  direction  of  the  Committee 


on  Finance,  to  borrow  $112,000,  to  be  added  to  the 
amount  heretofore  borio»ed  for  the  S  weet-srtreet 
extension. 
Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15  submitted  the  follow- 
ing fiom  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims: 

Report"  of  leave  to  withdraw  oo  petitions  of 
Michael  Duqu  to  be  paid  for  injuries  <  aused  by 
construction  of  sewer  in  Centre  street;  aod  J.  P. 
Downing  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries  caused 
bv  a  fall  on  Weslsv  street. 

Repoit  on  recommitted  petition  of  Standard 
Laundry  Machine  Company,  that  they  are  satis- 
fied, after  a  reconsideration  of  tbe  subject,  that 
tbe  oetinoners  are  entitled  to  a  certain  comoensa- 
tion,  aod  toey  recommend  the  following: 

Or  ered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the 
Standard  Laundry  Machine  Company,  in  com- 
pensation for  an  infringement  of  their  patents  by 
certain  agents  of  the  city  of  Boston,  the  sum  of 
$900,  upon  t'leir  giviog  to  the  city  a  release  and 
discharge,  satisfactory  to  the  Citxy  Solicitor,  from 
all  damages,  costs  and  expenses  incurred  by  them 
in  cocsequence  of  said  mf  aogemesnts;  said  sum  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Incidentals. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9"  asked  tor  an  explanation  of 
tbe  order. 

Mr.  Thacher  explained  rhat  three  of  the  ma- 
chines of  this  compaoyhad  been  purchased  by 
the  trustees  for  use  at  one  City  Hospital-,  tbat 
the  inner  cylinders  got  broken;  tnat  a  sub- 
committee visited  the  parties  to  have  them 
repaired,  but  coulo  not  get  it  done,  and 
were  urge  I  to  buy  new  machines.  The  ma- 
chines were  repaired  at  a  a  expense  of  $150  or 
$200,  and  subsequently  the  company  rut  in  a 
claim  for  infringement  of  tbe  patent.  They  out 
in  a  petition  and  appeared  before  the  committee, 
claiming  $5000  damage*  for  the  use  of  tbe  ma- 
chine, to  say  nothing  of  the  infringement.  The 
committee  did  not  believe  tnat  an  equitable  claim, 
and  reported  leave  to  withdraw.  Whdv  the  report 
was  passing  from  the  Aldermen  to  the  Coun- 
cil, Mr.  Bugbee  received  a  uote  from  the 
company  asking  to  have  the  matter  delayed,  and 
it  was  laid  on  th«  table  on  Mr.  Thachbr's' motion, 
and  subsequently  recommitted.  The  parties 
proved  that  they  would  have  made  a  profit  of 
about  $900  if  the  new  machines  had  been  sold  to 
the  city,  and  after  consultation  with  Mr.  Healy, 
th»  City  Solicitor,  the  committee  recommend  the 
payment  of  that  sum. 

Mr.  Page  thought  it  an  extraordinary  order  to 
come  to  the  City  Council;  it  should  rather  go  to 
tbe  trustees  of  tbe  City  Hospital,  who  kL^.-w  all 
the  circumstances  connected  with  it. 

Mr.  Kimball  said  no  subject  had  been  more 
fully  considered  bv  a  committee,  oo  recount  of  tne 
large  claim  made  at  first;  the.y  had  taken  all  the 
evidence,  and  though  he  could  not  give  all  the 
figures  in  detail,  it  was  proved  beyond  a  doubt 
that  this  amount  of  damage  bad  been  done,  aod 
after  long  negotiations  a  settlement  had  b^en 
effected  for  $900.  He  noped  it  would  nor  go  to  the 
trustees,  as  they  had  been  Detore  tbe  committee, 
who  ha<>  obtained  all  the  information  possible. 

Mi.  Thacher  corrected  his  previous  statement, 
showirg  that  there  were  four  machines  instead  of 
thrse. 

Mr.  Page  tnoug^it  that  $900  was  a  very  large 
profit  on  four  machine'.  He  thought  the  parties 
would  get  full  justice  from  'he  t'tistees. 

Mr.  Thacher  said  the  trustees  were  before  tbe 
committee;  the  testimony  was  wi'tten  out  by  the 
clerk  and  taken  to  the  City  solicitor,  who  believed 
the  settlement  tbe  best  that  could  be  made.  The 
report  is  made  by  a  committee  who  know  all 
about  the  subject,  and  is  opposed  by  a  gentleman 
who  has  not  been  before  the  committee  and  don't 
know  anything  aoout  it. 

Mr.  Bracken  of  Ward  10  said  the  trustees  had 
nothing  to  do  with  it,  as  it  is  a  legal  claim  against 
the  city.  The  committee  ascertained  that  the 
profit  ou  the  machines  amounted  to  the  sum  re- 
portnd.  If  the  order  is  rejected,  it  *  ill  result  io  a 
suit  against  the  city. 

Mr.  Thacher  informed  Mr.  Page  that  if  a  man 
provs  an  actual  damage  of  $900,  the  law  awards 
him  thres  times  that  amount,  and  that  juries  are 
generally  very  generous  with  parties  having 
claims  against  the  city. 

Mr.  Shaw  objected  to  send  it  to  the  trustees,  who 
spend  $120,000  in  carrying  on  an  institution  that 
will  not  accommodate  200  patients. 

Tne  motion  to  refer  to  the  trustees  was  lost,  and 
the  order  was  read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 
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THE  VICE  PRESIDENT'S  FUNERAL  EXPENSES. 

On  motion  ot  Mr.  Bracbett  of  Ward  10,  the  or- 
der for  payment  ot  expenses  incuried  bv  Commit- 
tee on  the  Funeral  Ceremonies  of  the  late  Hon. 
Heniy  Wilson,  Vice  President  ot  the  United 
States,  from  Incidental  Expeuses,was  taK<ui  from 
tbe  table  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Jaqu»s  of  Ward  9— I  unoerst'Od  that  the 
order  was  laid  upon  tne  table  till  s.ime  mfoima- 
tion  as  to  the  amount  could  be  obtained,  but  I  do 
not  understand  that  sucb  a  report  basbeen  made. 

Mr.  Flynn  ot  W-rd  7 — It  was  laid  upon  tbe  ta- 
ble, but  no  motion  was  made  oi  oider  introduced 
requesting  the  committee  to  give  th<;  required  in- 
formation. If  gentlemen  have  no  confidence  in 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  who  is  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  thick  l?e  will  approve  other  than  prop- 
er and  just  bills,  lee  them  vot;-  against  the  order. 
I  don't  kDow  whether  the  chairman  on  the  part  of 
the  Council  has  the  list  or  not.  I  don't  oelieve 
his   hoior  will  appiove  lmprouei  bills. 

Mr.  Jaques— I  don't  know  that  any  motion  was 
made,  out  certainly  toe.  discussion  which  led  to 
the  laying  ot  the  order_upon  the  Cable  was  with 
the  view  of  having  a  statement  io  regard  to  tbe 
amouit.  I  think  it  would  oe  contrary  to  the  spirit 
of  chat  action  to  vote  for  it  without  tbe  amount 
being  known. 

Mr.  Sweetgei— That  order  wa°  laid  upon  the  ta- 
ble u.t  on  my  motion,  and  I  said  we  had  no  means 
of  knowing  what  tbe  amount  was,  and  I  hoped 
the  committee  would  t>]?e  us  the  information.  I 
should  like  to  k row  if  the  order  comes  from  an 
individual  or  a  committee. 

Mi.  Flycu— Thf  commictee  had  a  meeting,  and 
at  their  request  the  order  was  iatroduced  luto  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  and  comes  heie.  I  nave  no 
doubt  the  geotleman  from  Ward  10  can  give  the 
desired  information. 

Mr.  Bracbett  ot  Ward  10 — I  am  aot  aware  that 
the  order  comes  fiom  tbe  committee.  As  I  did 
net  know  the  amount  of  the  bill-,  for  my  own 
informalion  I  inquired  of  the  Auditor  coday, 
and  he  gave  the  amount,  $950.  Tbev  are  for 
decorating  Faneud  Hall,  for  meals  for  the  police 
who  were  on  duty  a  number  of  days,  for  carriages 
for  the  City  Council,  foi  floral  decorations,  and 
various  small  item1..  If  gentlemen  will  compare 
this  amount  with  the  sums  expended  upoa  similar 
occasions  in  the  past  I  think  they  will  see  that  it 
is  not  large. 

Mr.  Flynn — I  hope  the  geotleman  will  give  us 
the  items  so  that  the  Council  will  know  what  they 
are  voting  for. 

Mr.  Brackett— Decorating  Faneuil  Hall,  $400; 
carriages  for  tbe  City  Council  at  the  funeral, 
$258.50:  meals  fo_-  policemen  on  duty,  $127.80; 
broken'  column  sent  to  Naticb,  $41.75:  rosettes 
and  badges  for  City  Council,  and  sundry  small 
matters,  $44.25;  making  iu  all  $950. 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6— I  am  glad  we  have  this 
information;  and  while,  of  course,  I  would  aot 
impugn  the  aoprov  ofer  the  bills,  I  do  not  believe 
in  the  City  Goveroment  passing  orders  for  the 
payment  of  bills  where  no  amount  is  expressed. 
Here  is  a  bill  tbe  amount  ot  which  even  the 
chairman  was  ignorant  when  first  presented  here, 
but  this  is  the  way  we  ought  to  have  bills  brought 
to  the  City  Government.  When  we  go  down  to 
the  Auditor's  office,  what  do  we  fixd?  That  re- 
freshments have  been  furnished  a  committee  to 
the  amount  ojs  $275,  no  items  are  given,  it  is 
simply  refreshme its  for  committtee.  The  items 
in  these  bills  ought  to  be  on  file  in  the  Aud- 
itor's office,  that  we  may  see  who  has  in- 
curred them.  This  is  a  reasonable  bill,  and  I 
think  every  one  will  cordially  indorse  it.  It  has 
been  put  through  in  a  cheap  manner,  but  1  am 
glad  my  friend  opposite  thought  to  have  it  laid 
upon  the  tible,  and  forced  the  issue.  We  should 
have  everything  done  bore  wich  mercantile  preci- 
sion. What  merchant  would  approve  bills  for 
merchandise  for  $75  or  $950  without  knowing  the 
items?    I  speak  warmly  upon  this  matter  because 


there  is  an  oppotuuity  to  speak  upo  :  the  system 
of  making  charges  in  committees  where  though 
all  do  do  incur  them  but  all  are  oeld  responsible. 
I  hope  this  hint  will  be  acted  upon  in  the  City 
Government  hereafter. 

A  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
by  Mr.  Sweetser,  was  lost,  and  tbe  "rder  was  pass- 
ed in  concurrence — yeas  42,  nays  3— Messrs.  Pea- 
body  of  Ward  9,  sairioson  of  Ward  10  and  Sweet- 
ser  of  Ward  10  voting  nay. 

THE    FINAL    SESSION. 

Mr.  Peikins  of  Ward  16  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  when  this  Council  adjourn  ic  be 

to     meet   on    Thursday   next,   Dec.  -30,   dt  tour 

o'clock  P.  M. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

REPORT  OF  SEWERAGE  COMMISSION. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  "Ward  9  offered  tne  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioners  on  the  Sewer- 
age of  Boston  be  authorized  to  repoit  in  print, 
and  that  3000  copies  of  their  report  be  printed; 
tbe  expense  of  printing  500  oopies  of  said  report 
to  be  chatgedto  roe  appropriation  for  General 
Printing,  and  the  expense  of  printing  the  remain- 
ing 2500  copies  co  be  cnarged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Services. 

Mr.  Tliacber  a«ked  if  tbey  proposed  to  print 
plans  or  diagiams. 

Mr.  Jaques  was  unable  to  give  V<e  information. 
The  order  was  handed  to  bim  oy  the  Mayor,  wich 
the  requesr  to  offer  it,  as  it  is  desirable  to  pre- 
sent the  teport  during  the  present  year.  Ic  will 
be  interesting  to  every  citizen  »nd  it  is  desirable 
that  all  who  desire  to  read  it  may  have  au  oppor- 
tunity. 

Mr.  Perkins  a«ked  if  it  would  be  possible  to 
print  the  report  and  presert  it  this  jeai. 

Mr.  Thacher  moveo  that  the  order  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Printiug. 

Mr.  Shaw  asked  it  the  report  had  been  printed. 

Mr.  J&ques  was  unable  to  state,  but  could  see 
that  it  is  desir  ible  that  ic  should  be  printed.  They 
would  be  incurring  no  great  risk,  considering  the 
source  whence  it  emanates,  to  pass  the  Older  as  it 
now  stands. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  consistency  is  a  jewel.  It  isn't 
a  breath  since  Mr.  Jaques  s;id  he  did  n't  want  to 
pass  anything  without  knowing  tne  expense;  but 
the  breath  which  came  from  his  lips  with  regard 
to  the  expense  of  the  fuceral  of  Henry  Wilson  is  n't 
cold,  and  yet  he  proposes  to  princ  the  report  with- 
out any  knowledge  whace  ver  of  the  expense  of  the 
plans  and  maps  it  contains. 

Mr.  Jaquts  diet  not  suppose  it  was  u*ual  to 
have  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  printing  a  docu- 
ment, and  he  would  be  willing  to  take  the  course 
he  proposed,  and  the  committee  might  be  request- 
ed to  report  whether  it  ought  to  be  prioted. 

Mr.  Perkins  hoped  the  motion  ro  ref*r  would 
prevail,  as  tbe  report  could  not  be  printed  and 
made  to  this  Governmen  c. 

Mr.  Thacher  said  the  Superintendent  of  Pant- 
ing could  tell  the  approximate  cost  of  printiug 
the  document,  l'his  is  an  independent  commis- 
sion; and  since  he  had  been  in  City  Hall  the 
gates  had  been  opened  to  large  expendituies  by 
such  independent  commissions.  It  would  be  easy 
to  tell  the  cose  of  printing,  and  he  hoped  it  would 
be  referred. 

Mr.  Shaw  asked  of  whom  the  commission  con- 
sists. 

Mr.  Kimball,  referring  to  the  minutes  of  the 
Aldermen  of  March  15,  said,  E.  S.  Chesbrough, 
Moses  Lane  aod  C.  F.  Folsom. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  it  was  not  the  valuable  document 
on  bis  table. 

Mr.  Jaques  wilhdrew  all  objection  to  the  refer- 
ence ;  he  did  not  suppose  there  would  be  any  ob- 
jection, and  certainly  he  heaitily  subscribed  to 
tne  principle  set  forth. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Printing.    Sent  up. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Peabody,  the  Council  ad- 
journed. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

DECEMBER    27,    1875. 


Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M..,  Alder- 
man Clark,  Cbaiiman,  presiding. 

JUBOBS    DEAWN. 

Tweniv-two  giand  jurors  wsre  drawn  for  the 
Superior  Criminal  Court. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS. 

Police  Officers — Howard  B.  ftto.se,  George  H. 
Hobson,  Henry  Dawson,  Lawrence  H.  Sexton, 
Arthur  W.  Newcomb,  William  J.  Sveeney,  Ever- 
ett F.  Sa-aborn,  John  Ebert,  George  W.  Payne, 
Matthew  "W.  Kennedy. 

Refeu-ed  to  Committee  on  Police. 

Special  Police  Offly°r — Leouswd  Brown,  at  the 
M.  E.  Mission  Church,  East  Boston. 

Concurred. 

PETITIONS  BEFEBBED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Henry  B.  Wetherell,  for  leave  to  occupy 
a  new  brick  stable  i'or  two  boises  at  198  Beacon 
stieet. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of 
the  Board.  W .  L.  Ricr  ardsou,  for  the  removal  of 
a  ties  on  the  southeast  corner  of  McLean  and 
Blo.-so     st  eets 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Assessors'  Depart- 
ment. William  I.  Bowitcn  et  al,  thit  copies  of 
Assessors'  Ptaos  be  filed  in  Registrv  of  Deeds. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  Carl  Lorenzen,  for 
leave  to  maintain  a  proje  ting  unlettered  gas  lan- 
tern m  front  ot  10  Avery  stieet. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  John  Quirk,  for 
leave  10  move  a  wooden  bu'ldiug  from  Swett 
street  to  urnamed  court  o'U  of  Norfolk  avenue. 

E  H.  R.  Ruggles  et  al.,  that  Central  avenue  m 
Ward  24  be  constructed  as  per  agreement  with 
town  of  Milton. 

Peciuons  for  leave  to  move  wooden  buildiDgs  by 
James  Mell?u  &  Co.  acioss  North  Harvard  street 
(old  Ward  19);  W.  R.  Cavanagh,  from  Culvert 
street  (old  Ward  15),  to  Boylston  avenue  (old  Ward 
17);  John  Cavatjagu  'rom  Adams  stiett,  "Waid  16, 
to  ftlilton  street.  Ward  16. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  aoite  assessm-nt  on  estate  of  Francis 
Cimi  ir.an^m,<>n  the  Northampion-Hreet  district, 
amounting  to  the  sum  of  $105.60.  Passed.  Sent 
down. 

PAPERS  FBOM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  FOB  CONCUE- 
EENCE. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concuirence. 

An  ord^r  tor  Commissioners  on  sewerage  to 
report  in  print  came  up  referred  to  the  Commit- 
\ee  on  Printing.    Concurred. 

A  request  from  the  Cochicuate  Water  Board  for 
the  tran  fers  of  certain  items  within  the  appro- 
priation for  water  came  up  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Water.    Concurred. 

A  request  from  the  Coohituat  j  Water  Board  for 
the  Mayor  co  apply  for  an  act  to  protect  souices 
of  svater  supplv  from  pollution,  etc.;  also  to  regu- 
late use  ot  land  on  Ct>estnut  H'll  driveway;  also 
10  pieve- t  the  acquisition  0+  adverse  rights  in 
lands  held  bv  city  in  connection  with  water  sup- 
ply, came  up"refer.  ed  to  the  Committee  on  Water. 
Concurred. 

A  request  of  Board  of  Hea'th  for  aa  additional 
sum  of  $10,000  tor  purchase  of  a  ?ite  for  smallpox 
hospital  came  up  referred  to  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance.   Concurred. 

Repoits  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of 
Michael  Dunn  to  be  paid  for  damages  caused  by 
construction  of  a  sewer  <-n  Centie  street;  rndoa. 
petition  of  J.  P.  Do wnirg  to  be  oaiJ  for  personal 
injuries  caused  by  a  rail  in  Weslev  street.  Sever- 
ally accepted. 

Toe  leport  and  order  for  Mayor  to  apply  to  the 
next  Legislature  for  authority  to  regulate  and 
conriol  th»  introduction  ot  water  pipes  and  fix- 
tu'esin  buildings,  and  to  license  plumbers,  came 
up  recommitted  to  Committee  o<>  Water  with  di- 
rections to  report  a  plan  for  preventing  the  waste 
ot  water,  and  obviating  the  necessity  of  licensing 
plumbers.    Concurred. 

Order  authorizing  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Streets  to  ouicha^.efor  the  widening  of  Mill  street 
in  Ward  24,  e.nd  for  sanitary  purposes,  the  land  of 


Franklin  King,  at  an  expense  of  $13,000,  on   cer- 
tain conditions.    Passed. 

JAIL    EXPENSES. 

A  requisition  was  received  from  the  Sheriff  of 
Suffolk  County  for  $2228.88,  for  th-  expenses  at 
the  jail  durng  December.  Approved  and  ordered 
paid. 

BOND  APPEOVED. 

Theboad  of  James  B.Stone,  constable,  oemg 
presented  duly  certified,  was  approved  by  the 
Board. 

BEPOBTS  OF  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Board  of  Health.  Report  on  petition  of  Bene- 
volent Fraternity  of  Churches — The  Board  of 
Health  having  examinea  rhe  var.l  aud  passage- 
ways on  the  e^.st  side  ot  the  New  South  Church, 
corjoer  Noithfiel  1.  Camdeo  and  tremont  streets, 
find  Ih  it  most  of  the  sulfate  water  that  remains 
in  the  uassage>va\,  after  a  siorm.  comes  from  cue 
chuich itself,  which  is  not  provided  w>tb  gutters 
or  rair  conductors.  It  being  within  rhe  control 
of  the  trustee:-,  action  by  the  City  Council  is  un- 
necessary. Bj  ( iiectioe  of  the  Board  of  Health. 
i.C.  E.  Davis,  Jb.,  Clerk. 

Accfipced. 

Superintendent  of  Hewers.  Schedules  of  cost  of 
construction  of  the  Troy-street  and  fourteen 
ofaer  sewers.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Sewers. 

DBILL    BOOM    FOB     CHABLESTOWN     HIGH-SCHOOL 
PUPILS. 

Alderman  Worthington  offered  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Armories: 

Ordered,  That  there  b<>  allowed  and  paid  to  the 
Treasurer  of  Company  C,  First  Battalion  of  Cav- 
alry, M.  V.  M.,  on  account  ot  the  use  of  their 
aimory,  for  drill  purposes,  by  the  pupils  of  the 
Charlestown  High  school,  the  sum  ot  $525;  said 
sum  to  cover  the  teim  1  eginuing  April  1, 1874,  and 
enoiug  D9C.  31, 1875,  and  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
piopriation  lor  Public  Buildings. 

Read  once. 

PUBLIC    INSTITUTIONS. 

Alaerman  Worthington  submitted  reports  from 
the.  Joint  Committee  on  Public-  Institutions,  on 
request  ot  Board  of  Directors,  lecommendiag  the 
passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be 
authorized  to  transfei  the  sum  of  $800  from  the 
Hem  for ''support  of  persons"  in  the  appropria- 
tion for  Puioer  Expenses  to  the  item  for  "keep- 
ing horse  and  lepairs  of  carriage"  in  the  same 
appropriation. 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Acoouncs  be 
autho  ized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $310.91  fiom  the 
appropriation  for  "Steamboat  Henry  Morrison" 
to  the  appropriation  for  "New  Steamboat." 

Severally  <ead  twice  aud  passed — yeas  11,  aaysO. 

Sent  do  Ten. 

Report  that  the  order  to  authorize  the  Directors 
for  Puolic  Institutions  to  sell  the  steamer  Henry 
Morrison  at  private  sale,  after  public  advertise- 
ment, for  s  ich  price  as  thsy  deem  satisfactory, 
oughc  to  pass.    Accepted  ana  said  order  pa-sed. 

Senc  down. 

THE  ALLEGED  COAL  TAB  NUISANCE  AT  NOETH 
END. 

Aldermaia  Worthington  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

The  Committee  on  Health,  to  whom  was  refer- 
red the  petition  of  the  citizens  of  Ward  2,  that  the 
Boscon  Gas  Light  Company  be  prohibited  from 
burning  tar  ?nd  build  ng  chimn^vs  on  top  of  th'  it 
tires,  leport  that  early  in  April  last,  the  gas  com- 
pany having  a  large  accumulation  ot  coal  tar 
which  they  could  not  disoose  0",  conceived  the 
plan  of  burning  the  same  under  their  retorts, 
mixed  with  coke.  Thpy  fitted  up  eighteen  of  their 
tires  with  pipes  leading  the  coal  tar  into  the  cen- 
tre of  the  coke  fire.  This  they  continued  to  use 
and  found  very  valuable,  as  giving  a  greatly  in- 
creased heat  and  an  increased  quantity  of  gas  from 
the  coal,  but  tbev  were  unable  b\  their  process 
then  adopted  to  consume  the  smoke,  cnereby  pre- 
venting the  nuisaace  which  was  caused  by  the  use 
of  the  coal  tar.  They  therefore,  m  Juue,  discontin- 
ued the  use  of  the  coal  tar  by  this  process,  and  re- 
modelled their  flies  after  the  plan  adopted  and 
used  by  the  New  York  gas  companies.  Still  there 
was  a  quantity  of  smoke  issuing  from  the  chim- 
nevs,  which  the  managers  of  the  company  ad- 
mitted; and  they  expiessed  their  entire  willing- 
ness to  discontinue  the  burning  of  coal  tar  if  re- 
quested to  do  so  by  che  City  Council.  Im  relation 
to  the  short  chimneys,  the  g?,s  company,  in    1869, 
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found  that  tbe  great  chinney  ibeu  in  us  2  gave 
draught  insufficient  to  support  the  fires,  a.d 
tbey  thvn  adopted  the  new,  short  crtimney  to  each 
separate  fire  as  fast  as  built.  Tae  3utcha"ea  of 
land  on  Prince  and  S.owbill  streets  «ere  con- 
tinued until  tbey  occupied  with  tbeir  rui,nutactur- 
ing  works  the  whole  lerrito.y  now  within  then- 
walls,  found  necessary  to  keep  pace  with  in- 
creased demand  for  gas;  so  that  at  present  the 
woiks  contain  about  780  retorts,  of  vv  hich  the  clay 
settings  ot  six  require  fifty  short  cbimneys,  such 
as  ae  in  use  in  Ne«>  Yoik  and  other  large  cities. 
Under  these  retorts  coke  only  is  used  for  fuel, 
from  which  there  issues  no  smoke.  The  nuisance 
complained  of  by  the  petitioners  is  undoubtedly 
from  the  drawn  a  and  charging  of  the  retons. 
The  coal  is  placed  in  these  retorts  and  i  uoject- 
ed  to  intense  heat  tor  tbe  space  of  foui  hours, 
when  the  coal  is  drawn  from  th  retons 
at  a  white  heat  .u  to  iron  wheelbarrows,  and  idled 
out  into  the  area  in  the  centre  or  the  gas  grounds, 
and  drowr  ed  with  a  hose  throwing  a  large  quan- 
tity of  water  upo  the  coal*.  From  the  drawing 
of  these  hot  coals  and  the  ciiownine  there  aripes 
hot  ash^s  and  steam,  which  necessarily  is  a  great 
nuisance  to  the  petitioners.  In  answer  to  ihs 
qu.  stion,  Mr.  Greenough  said  there  was  no  pro- 
cess kaown  by  which  tbsse  nuisances  could  be 
abated,  as  their  piocess  was  the  same  as  used  oy 
all  gas  companies  111  the  wotlc  ;  ane  the  manage- 
ment claims  that,  wubiti  their  liDOwledae,  there  are 
no  works  m  toe  world  of  equal  magnitude  which 
are  so  little  offensive  for  smell,  smokeor  dust.  The 
committee  find  that  the  increased  trouble  com- 
plained of,  aside  f  lom  the  burning  of  coal  tar,  is 
only  the  natuial  increase  mat  would  arise  from 
the  large  giovth  of  the  business.  It  was  also 
stated  bv  Mr.  Greenough  that  110  additional 
ground  would  be  oceupi-dfor  the  process  of  gas 
manufacture  in  tbat  portion  of  the  citybytbem. 
The  committee  would,  therefore,  recomm<;r,d  tbe 
adoption  of  the  following  oraer: 

Ordered,  That  the  managers  of  the  Boston  Gas 
Light  Company  be  requested  to  discontinus  tue 
burnii  g  of  coal  tar,  tbe  same  having  proved 
troublesome  o.r.d  dsirimemal  to  the  neighborhood 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

CLAIMS. 

Aldeiman  Woitbington  submitted  reports  from 
the  Jomt  Committee  on  Claims,  a   follows: 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  of  F. 
M.  Holliiigs  w ortn,  to  oe  paid  foe  personal  injuties 
cau-ed  by  contact  with  a  sled  on  Putnam  street; 
of  Timothy  Murphy,  to  be  pa^d  for  damages  caused 
by  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Bow  street. 
Severally  accepted. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Woitbington  submitted  reports  from 
the  Committee  on  Hea'th  on  the  part  of  the  Board 
in  favor  ot  granting  permits  to  occupy  stables,  on 
tbe  usual  conditions,  as  follows:  George  J.  Hop- 
kins, Park  place,  Ward  17;  Michael  Rvan,  Ben- 
nington street,  between  Bremen  and  Chelsea 
streets.    Severally  accepted. 

SEWEBS. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  reports  and  ore'ers 
for  collection  of  sewer  a- sessmeats,  as  per  sched- 
ules from  tbe  Superintendent  of  Sewers,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Dorchester  and  Savin  Hill  avenues,  Pleasant 
and  Thornley  streets,  Norfolk  avenue  or  Fiaakliu 
street;  Humphrey's  Hamlet,  Boston  street,  Dor- 
chest,  r  ave  rue,  Maverick  street,  Porter  and  Jess 
streets,  Salem  t treet  and  aventi",  Athens  street, 
Woodville  square,  Wall  str-et,  Highland  street, 
Haiiison  avenue.  Orders  severally  read  twice  and 
passed. 

LAND  DAMAGES,  PAY  FOE  SEE  VICES,    ETC. 

Aldr-rmn  Harris  submitted  the  following  from 
tbe  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
board : 

Orders  to  pay  for  land  damages  as  follows: 
Charles  J.  and  Lydia  L.  Paine,  $918,  laying  out 
Cary  street;  Mary  L.  Fenno,  $1300,  widening 
Bowdoin  street;  John  and  Bridget  O'Keife,  $95.40, 
wideniug  of  Baxier  street;  Andrew  Heber,  $128.70, 
laying  out  of  Terrace  street;  David  W.  Williams, 
$568.50,  widening  of  Warren  sireet.  Severally 
read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
James  Dennie  the  sum  of  $2500,  in  full  compensa- 
tion for  all  services  rendered  the  city  of  Boston 
during  the  present  municipal  year ;  said  amount  to 
be  cha  ged  to  the  appropriation  foi  Widening 
Streets. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 


PAVING  EEPOETS  AND  OEDEBS. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Report  and  older  that  the  street  or  place  lead- 
ing from  Main  street,  Ci.arlestown,  ueretatore 
called  and  known  as  Albiou  court,  be  hereafter 
called  and  known  as  Albion  place. 

Re  id  once. 

Report  and  order  for  the  grading  of  Cary  street 
and  Tremont  place  as  recently  laid  out  by  tae 
Board  of  St reet  Commissioners.  Estimated  co&t, 
$5000.    Order  iev.i  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  to  grade  Rocklaod  and  Wa- 
kulla streets,  as  recently  laid  out  by  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners.'  Estimated  cost,  $4000. 
Ord^r  read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  peraits  to  mire 
woooen  buildings  by  S.  &  D.  Richar.is,  from  Main 
street,  corner  or  Harris  court,  to  Main  street,  cor- 
ner ot  Furbusn  court;  by  William  B.  D wight, 
across  Bakei  street,  old  Ward  17. 

Schedules  of  cost  of  sidewalks  and  rdgestones 
in  various  streets,  with  ordeis  for  collection.  Or- 
ders read  twice  and  nassed. 

LABOE  FOE  DESTITUTE  CITIZENS  AND  TAXPAYEES. 

Alderman  Bigelow  sub xritt-jd  the  foilov/ivg: 

Toe  Committee  on  Paving,  who  -ere  requested 
by  the  Boam  of  Aldermen  to  consider  and  report 
whether  a  plan  cannot  be  devis.-d  by  which  em- 
ployaieni;  may  be  furnished  to  mt  n  with  families 
who  anply  foi  relief  to  Overseeis  of  tne  Poor,  at 
such  a  rare  of  co  n  oensation  as  will  temporarily 
relieve  their  necessities,  respectfully  report  that 
the  number  of  such  persons  applying  to  toe  Over- 
seers or  the  Poor  is  so  large  (being  about  200  per 
day)  that  it  will  be  imptacieable  aud  inex- 
pedient for  the  city  to  provide  work  for 
all.  A.  limited  number  can  be  employed  without 
disadvantage  in  breaking  stor.es,  grading  streets 
and  removing  rock  from  the  city  ledges.  Your 
committee  therefore  rccom.ue;  d  tbe  passage  of 
the  following  orders: 

Ordered,  That  tbe  Superintenaent  of  Streets  be 
authorized  to  give  employment  ro  destitute  citi- 
zer  s  or  taxpayers  with  families,  at  the  rate  of  $1  a 
day;  provided  that  the  number  of  such  persons 
shall  not  exceed  300  ner  day. 

Ordered,  1'nat  the  City  Treasurer  be  directed  to 
pay  weekly  the  men  employed  by  the  Superin- 
tendent of  St.eets  uuder  this  crrier;  the  amount 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Pavn  g. 

Aldeiman  Bigr-lovv  moved  that  tbe  orders  take 
their  second  reading. 

Alderman  Worthington—  Y^at  are  we  to  do 
with  tbe  remainder  of  the  poor  in  the  city?  Are 
we  going  to  give  them  something  to  do,  or  let 
them  starve?  The  object  of  tbe  original  order 
was  to  let  them  earn  money  so  that  their  families 
could  have  something  to  eat.  I  can.  ot  see  tbe 
object  of  this,  lhose  who  remain  after  the  300 
are  employed  are  as  deservine  as  those  who  come 
before.  Let  them  come  to  the  city  to  get  some- 
thing to  00,  and  earn  a  portio  -  of  their  liviug,  if 
tb^y  cannot  earn  it  all.  Betore  voting  for  tbat  I 
v.ant  some  good  lvasoo  given,  or  some  way  cou- 
trive.i  wheivby  we  can  take  care  of  the  poor  with- 
out giving  tbem  money  from  the  city  treasury 
which  thev  00  not  earn.  I  think  it  better  10  per- 
mit then,  to  earn  the  money,  even  if  they  do  aot 
earn  more  thao  one  half  tbe  amount  tbey  are 
actually  paid. 

-  Alderman  Bigelow — I  should  be  as  glad  a--  the 
Alderman  who  has  just  taken  bis  teat  to  give  em- 
ployment to  all  who  apply;  but  it  is  quite  out  of 
the  question,  as  I  am  nifotmed  by  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Streets  that  he  cannot  employ  more 
than  300  per  day  to  auy  advantage.  If  come  other 
departments  could  assist  the  Padng  J,Committee 
by  emp'oying  some  of  tbese  men,  I  should  be  very 
glad  of  it;  but  I  believe  that  no  more  tnaD  300  can. 
be  employed  per  day  by  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets. 

Alderman  Burrage— As  the  Aldermen  11  e  prob- 
ably aware,  the  quest'on  is  beset  with  many  diffi- 
culties. The  applicants  are  vei  v  numerous  and  a 
large  porion  of  them  are  not  citizens,  but  1  ramps 
who  come  from  suburoan  places  and  from  a  dis- 
tance, io  the  hope  of  getting  work  in  Boston.  It 
was  thought  advisable  10  restrict  the  giving  of 
employment,  in  the  first  place,  to  those  who  have 
a  settlement;  but  that  is  a  comparatively  small 
poitron  of  tuose  who  ai  ply.  The  large  mass  of 
them  have  no  legal  settlement,  but  many  have 
liv<  d  here  tor  years  ano  have  paid  one  or  two 
years'  taxes,  perhaps.  They  have  not  a  set- 
rlement  unless  they  have  paid  three  years'  taxes 
in    five    years.     If    the    City   Council   deem   it 
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best  to  provide  the  means  for  employing  a 
larger  number  thau  300,  they  can  do  so;  but 
a  further  appropriation  must  be  made  it  we  are  to 
employ  every  one  who  applies.  The  committee 
thought  it  wise  to  limit  the  number  at  present  to 
300.  About  seventy  h~ve  applied  and  been  em- 
ployed since  the  first  order  was  introduced.  When 
the  number  reaches  300,  if  there  are  still  further 
applications  it  will  be  for  the  City  Council  to  con- 
sider whether  it  would  be  wise  to  make  further 
provision  for  theii  employment.  I  consider  the 
furnishing  of  labor  the  best  way  to  aid  the  poor. 

Aldeiroao  WorthingtOD — The  first  order  pro- 
vided that  they  should  be  citizens  of  Boston,  pre- 
cisely as  this  order  designates.  I  do  not  see  the 
point  of  introducing  this  order  at  this  time.  Tn°ve 
are  but  seventy  men  employed, acd  the  committee 
ask  foi  the  privilege  of  employing  300  in  all.  Per- 
haps that  many  will  not  need  it  at  all 

Alderman  Burrage—  The  Aide  -man  will  recollect 
that  tlib  original  order  required  us  to  consider 
and  teport  upon  the  expediency  ot  nevismg  a 
plan,  and  this  report  is  made  in  pursuance  of  that 
order.  It  wai  tor  us  to  consider  the  expediency 
of  doing  this  thine,  and  cars  ii  our  report  to  the 
Board.  It  is  quite  important  that  this  order 
should  be  acted  uoon  immediately,  as  quiteaDum 
ber  are  awaiting  the  result  of  it.  Some  twenty-five 
applicants  ».  ere  in  this  morning,  and  the  Super- 
intendent ot  Street  *  told  them  that  nothing  could 
be  done  today  because  he  had  no  pottos  hs  had 
to  wait  tor  the  passage  of  this  order.  In  addition, 
I  would  say  that  this  order  covers  mors  than  was 
intended  io  the  original  on;.  It  includes  tax- 
payers as  well  as  those  who  have  a  settlement. 
A  great  many  of  these  people  are  taxpayers,  but 
have  no  settlement;  and  the  sufferers  of  that  class 
are  more  numerous  than  those  of  the  other.  Taen 
there  is  thi  provision  directing  the  City  Treas- 
urer to  pay  t hem  weekly.  The  laborers  are  now 
paid  monthly;  but  it  is' very  important  that  cbese 
men  should  be  paid  at  least  once  a  week. 

The  Chairman  suggested  that  the  secoud  ordei 
was  not  in  the  usual  form,  and  oj  motion  of  Al- 
derman Wortbiugtot)  the  subject  was  laid  ou  the 
table  tor  the  time  being. 

Subsequently  the  subject  was  takf  n  up  on  mo- 
tion of  Aldernian  Bigelow,  who  moved  to  amend 
the  second  order  by  stiiktng  out  the  last  clause 
and  inserting  the  following: 

"After  the  pay  rolls  of  said  laborers  shall  have 
been  approved  and  allowed  through  the  office  of 
the  Auoitor  of  Accounts,  and  special  drafts 
drawn  for  the  same;  the  amount  so  drawn  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Paving." 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  anc'  the  orders 
weie  read  twice  and  passed. 

LICENSES. 

Alcleiman  Bigelow  submitted  reports  as  follows 
from  the  Committee  on  Licenses: 

Auctioneers  Licensee — George  Abbott  and 
tweri'y-eighc  others  (rena reals). 

Hack  License  Granted— E.  W.  Murray,  Hotel 
Brunswick. 

Severally  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  license  heretofore  granted  to 
John  Levis  to  deal  in  second-hand  articles  at  77 
Decatm  street  be  revoked  for  cause. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

LAMP  DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Stebbins  submitted  the  folio  wine: 
g/The  Committee  on  Lamos,  to  whom  have  been 
referred  during  the  present  municipal  year  the 
petitions  of  William  Gray,  Jr.,  et  al.,  Silas  Potter 
et  al.,  Jonathan  Stooe  et  al.,  Thomas  A.  Wescott 
et  al.,  Thomas  Dooley  e£  al.,  James  Tyrrell  et  al., 
E.  W.  E.  Thompson  et  al..  R.  M.  Puisifer  et  al., 
Cvrus  Baker  etal,,  W.  E.  Woodward  et  al.,  J.  E. 
Blakemore  et  al.,  John  R.  luce  et  al.,  John  B.  Fal- 
lon et  al.,  I.  G.  Whitney  etal.,  Austin  Gove 
&  Son  etal.,  Isaac  Taylor  etal.,  J.  M.  Stevens 
et  al ,  A.  F.  Clark  et  al.,  Bernard  Swift  et  al.,  Wil- 
liam A.  Davis  et  al.,  and  Henry  L.  Pierce  et  al., 
severally  asking  for  additional  street  lamps  near 
iheir  respective  localities,  would  respectfully  re- 
port that  the  numerous  petitions  have  been,  favor- 
ably acted  upon  by  "  the  Lamp  Department. 
Accepted. 

BILLS  ALLOWED. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  bills  of  Ueorge  Curtis  for 
materials  furnished  the  Paving  Department, 
amounting  to  $1202.94;  Beach  street,  $77.59;  water 
works,  $44.86;  City  Hospital,  $27.53;  Sewer  De- 
pal  trnert,  $26.69;  Health  Department,  $13,92,  and 
the  burnt  district,  $1.46:  and  those  of  F.  W.  Lin- 


cold,  Jr.,  &  Co.  for  materials  furnished  and 
charged  to  the  additional  supply  of  water,  $105; 
schooibouses,  public  buildings,  $96;  steamboat, 
$35;  Engineer's  Department,  $23.50,  and  Sewer 
Department.  $2;  and  that  of  F.  A.  H'ilkins,  agent, 
tor  material  furnished  the  Lamp  Department, 
amounting  to  $38.32,  be  allowed  for  payment  by 
the  Auditor  of  Accounts. 

Read  twice  ana  passed. 

Ordered  ,That  the  bill  of  Charles  Nowell  for  ma- 
terials furnished  for  use  on  Sivett  street,  amount- 
ing to  $48,  be  allowed  lot  payment  by  the  Audi- 
tor of  Accounts. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

CHURCH-STREET   DISTRICT. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Nortbaoopton- 
street  District: 

Ordered,  That  the  vote  of  the  Committee  on 
Church-street  District  passed  and  approved  by 
the  Mavor  Oct.  27,  1870,  authorizing  the  payment 
to  Mary  Kingsbury  of  the  sum  of  $200,  on  account 
of  damages  io  estate  No.  40  Piedmont  street,  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  lescinded. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Oroered,  That  there  be  al'owed  and  paid  to 
Mary  Kingsbury,  teuant  of  house  No.  40  Piedmont 
street,  at  the  time  of  raising  said  house  under  the 
authority  of  chapter  508  of  the  >ctsof  1867,  the 
sum  of  $200  iii  full  compensation  for  all  damages, 
costs  and  expen?es  by  reason  of  said  raising;  sail 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Church-street  District. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  on  application  of  the  trustees  of  the 
estate  of  Francis  C.  Lowell  for  leave  to  use  a  pas- 
sageway in  the  rear  of  and  adjoining:  land  ot  said 
Lowell  on  Tremont  straet,  in  the  Church -street 
District,  with  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  be  authorized  to  re- 
lease to  George  G.  Lowell  and  Edward  J.  Low- 
ell, 'rosiest,  under  the  will  of  Francis  C. 
Lowell,  by  an  instrument  "atisfactory  to  the 
City  Solicitor,  any  light  of  way  which  the 
city  may  have  in  a  passageway  in  the  rear  of  and 
adjoining  said  Lowell's  land,  fronting  on  Tremont 
street  near  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  bridge, 
said  passageway  being  about  4%  feet  wide  and 
leading  westerly  from  Bay  street,  between  Tre- 
mont and  Fayette  streets. 

Aldermau  Stebbins  moved  that  the  order  take 
its  second  reading. 

Aid-  rman  Harris— Why  is  it  deemed  expedient 
to  make  this  release? 

Alderman  Stebbins— Vhe  land  of  Mr.  Lowell  is 
so  situated  that  an  entrance  can  oot 'veil  be  had 
Irom  Tremont  street.  It  is  quite  a  large  vacant 
lot.  which  they  pro  ose  to  improve  during  the 
coming  season  by  an  pxpensive  building.  They 
have  the  right  of  way  in  one  corner  of  this  pas- 
sageway; and  so  long  as  it  immediately  adjoins 
their  prope*  ty,  the  committe"  could  s?e  no  reason 
why  they  should  not  be  allowed  to  use  the  ?7hole 
of  it  in  the  rear  of  the  premises. 

Alderman  Worthmgton—  It  seems  to  me  that  it 
is  lather  a  remarkable  order.  Leading  to  this  es- 
tate is  a  passageway  owned  by  toy  city,  which  is 
of  actual  va'ne  to  the  parties,  if  not  to  the  city, 
and  it  is  not  a  usual  thing  for  geDtiermn  who 
have  rights  in  a  passageway  like  that  to  give  them 
away  to  any  rich  man  who  happens  to  ask  for 
them.  Now  the  city  hao  the  same  right,  to  require 
a  consideration  that  an  individual  has,  and  are  we 
to  give  it  to  at.  estate  worth  a  million  and  a  half 
ofdoIUis?  If  it  were  the  Alderman's  own  prop- 
erty he  wou'd  demand  some  pavmsn  ,  for  the  right 
to  pass  over  that  passageway,  and  why  should  n't 
the  city  demand  some  comnensation?  We  cer- 
tainly have  need  enough  of  the  mmey;  our  taxes 
are  high  and  there  is  no  good  reason  why  we 
should  not  get  sone  money  from  that  large  estate, 
even  if  we  give  it  to  the  poor.  I  should  favor  de- 
manding compensation  from  the  estate  of  Francis 
C.Lowell. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  peculiarities  of  the 
case  are  these:  When  the  city  improved  the 
Church-street  district  they  were  authorized,  by 
an  -at  of  the  Legislature,  to  take  possession  of  the 
entire  district,  When  the  estates  were  recon- 
veyeJ  to  the  owner*,  they  were  all  recoiveyedas 
"bounding  upon"  these  various  streets  and  pas- 
sageways. Those  pas«agewavs  never  cost  the  city 
■of  Boston  anything;  and  peihaps,  strictly  speak- 
ing, thev  should  have  been  recouveyed  to  the  par- 
ties owning  the  estates ;  but  the  estates  were  re- 
conveyed  as  "bounding  upon-'  chose  private 
courts  and  passageways.    So  the  city  really  have 


DECEMBER       2  7 


1875 


755 


no  interest  in  them  whatever,  and  no  'rgbf  to 
charge  for  the  use  of  them.  The  committee  looked 
upun  ihe  matfer  in  (he  lie nt  of  equity  and  com- 
mon secse.  The  passageway  beiug  there  ana  of 
but  little  use  to  parties  fronting  upon  Fayette 
street,  they  could  fee  no  reason  why  it  might  not 
also  be  used  by  the  Lowell  estate  fronting  on 
Treasons  street. 

Alderman  Worthington— This  is  a  case  where 
the  parties  should  be  charged.  The  passageway 
belougs  to  the  city,  and  trie  city  must  take  care 
of  it. 

Alaerman  Stebbms—  Oh,  no! 

Alderman  Worthington— It  belongs  to  aad  is 
maintained  by  the  city. 

Alderman  Stebbins— Oh,  no! 

Alaerman  Worrhiugton— Look  &t  it  and  yoa  will 
see. 

Alderman  Stebbias — Will  the  Alderman  refresh 
his  memory  a  little?  Last  year  Mr.  Healy  tolo  us 
we  had  no  right  to  spend  a  do'lai  upon  passage- 
ways, unless  th.°y  were  laid  out  as  public  streets; 
the  city  had  no  control  over  them,  and  had  no 
right  to  spend  a  dollar  upon  them. 

Alderman  Worthington — No  matter  whether  it 
is  or  noc.  If  there  is  a  value  in  it  we  should 
charge  for  it. 

Alderman  Stebbins — The  city  r.ever  paio  any- 
thin  c  i  or  it. 

Alaerman  Worthington— No  matter  how  the 
city  came  by  it;  it  has  an  actual  value,  and  that 
is  wuy  we  want  pay  for  it.  It  came  to  us  by  the 
filling  o;  that  territory,  and  it  is  of  value.  If  an 
accident  should  happen  upon  it,  th  city  would  be 
liable  for  the  damage — no  question  about  that. 

Alderman  Bu  rage — Is  the  use  of  this  passage- 
wav  resiricted?  By  the  terms  ot  the  deeds  is  it 
Blways  to  be  kept  open  as  a  passageway  for  the 
common  use  of  the  abutters? 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  so  understand  it. 

Aldeiman  Burrage— Then  I  don't  see  any  object 
f  or  the  city  to  hy.ve  it.  If  a  private  individual 
were  to  bs  permitted  to  build  upon  it,  it  would 
be  a  different  thing;  bur  if  noc,  I  doi>'t  see  what 
the  city  want  it  for.  Ir  should  be  like  the  passage- 
ways at  the  South  Eod  which  the  abutters  are 
compelled  10  take  care  of.  The  question  just 
came  up  in  regard  to  the  Fraternity  ot  Churches, 
who  applied  to  have  a  nuisance  abated.  The 
water  ran  into  the  cellars,  abutiiog  upon  a  pas- 
sageway, which,  it  has  been  decided,  the  city 
have  no  right  to  spend  a  dollar  upoo. 

Alderman  Bigelow— If  I  understand  rhe  order, 
it  is  to  convey  or  release  this  passageway  to  thei^ . 
If  we  do  so,  they  will  have  control  of  it;  and  if 
we  convey  it  for  rothing  it  is  something  we  have 
no  right  to  do.  It  they  hav-  entire  control  of  it, 
they  can  restrict  travel  through  it. 

Alr;e'  man  S  ebbws— The  oraer  is  to  release  it  to 
the  b  irs  of  Francis  C.  Lowell.  It  was  prepared 
at  the  City  Solicitor's  office. 

Alderman  Worthingtou — Why  do  the  heirs  of 
Francis  C.  Lowell  want  it?  Because  there  is  val- 
ue in  it;  and,  there  being  value  iu  it,  toe  city 
should  charge  for  ir.  We  have  no  right  to  give 
away  a  value  in  that  way.  We  have  just  as  good 
aright  to  charge  for  that  release  as  we  have  to 
charge  for  ary  other  la:  ds  or  rights  the  city  have. 
I  can  see  no  difference  Sei  w-en  giving  away  that 
property  and  giving  away  any  la~d  we  happen  to 
own  on' the  BacK  Bay.  I*;  is  precisely  the  same 
thing.  There  is  a  value  thei  e  10  the  heirs  of  Fran- 
cis C.  Lowell ;  otherwise  they  would  not  want  it. 
If  th^re  is  value  iu  it,  as  guardians  of  the  ciiy's 
property  we  should  demand  payme-t  for  it. 

Alderman  Bigelow— I  should  have  no  objection 
to  allowing  the  Lowell  estate  to  enjoy  the  same 
piivilege  that  the  other  abutters  have ;  but  beyond 
that  I  should  have  an  objection.  I  think  the  Al- 
derman from  the  Highlands  is  quite  right. 

Aldermau  Worthington— The  passageway  is 
there,  and  they  can  pass  over  it  oow ;  but  you  are 
going  to  give  them  something  more.  If  you  let  it 
be  as  it  is,  nothing  will  be  said  t.bout  it.  They 
want  more  than  they  have  the  right  to  ask  for; 
they  want  a  perpetual  right  that  ca<»oot  be  taken 
from  them  without  compensation.  Let  it  once  be 
put  ioto  their  hands,  and  one,  two  01  three  thou- 
sand dollars  cannot  get  it  away  from  them.  We 
should  charge  them  for  the  right  to  pass  over  it. 

Alderman  Quincy—  Who  owned  the  f  e»  of  tnis 
passageway  before  the  city  took  it— the  abutters 
or  th>i  city? 

Alderman  Bui  rage— How  many  abutters  are 
tneie? 

Alderman  Stebbins— There  are  several  abutters 
on  Fayeite  street:  but  the  estates  were  recon- 
veyed  as  "bounded  upon"  this  passageway.    So 


whatever  of  real  value  there  may  be  in  it,  belongs 
to  the  several  owners.  At  the  same  time  it  is  a 
common  nassageway,  and  the  committee  could 
see  no  injustice  to  the  parties  abutting  on  Fay- 
ette street  to  alio  w  the  owueis  of  the  Lowell  es- 
tate to  use  it.  It  the  larg?  tiact  of  the  Lowell 
heirs  is  improved  vsiGhout  tni  use  of  this  passage- 
way, they  will  be  obliged  to  remove  all  their  ashes 
by  Treaibnt  street.  This  passageway  will  be  of 
no  special  benefit  to  aty  one  except  tte  owners  of 
a  few  houses  on  Tremont  street. 

Alderman  Worthingtoa — It  turns  out  just  as  we 
supposed.  We  bought  the  whole  territory  and  re- 
sold it  to  them;  and  instead  of  selli  g  the  pas- 
sageway, it  has  been  retained  a*  a  part  of  the  city 
property,  and  the  estates  are  bounded  by  it,  and 
do  not  extend  to  the  centie  ot  it.  The  property 
was  purchased  by  the  city  ana  filled  up  and  not 
reconveyeo  to  them.  Today  the  fee  is  in  the  city 
of  Boston  and  not  in  any  oae  of  those  abutters. 
The  estates  are  only  bounded  upon  it,  and  the  city 
would  not  be  justified  in  conveying  or  releasing 
this  te.iitory  to  any  one  without  compensation 
for  it. 

Alderman  Stebbius— I  am  a  little  surprised  at 
the  want  of  familiaritv  with  the  improvement  of 
the  Church -street  District  displayed  by  tae  Alder- 
man fr«m  the  Higblauds.  He  says  tne  city 
bought  all  of  this  prope  tv.  The-  city  did  nothing 
of  the  kind.  The  citv  took  this  property,  and 
afttr  the  grade  had  been  raised,  reoonveyed  all 
the  estates  to  th<*  owners.  No  money  was  passed  j 
all  the  expense  was  the  filling,  woich  w  as  paid  oy 
the  city  of  Boston.  ih<>  owuers  were  not  paid  for 
their  estates,  and  no  charges  were  made  against 
any  of  them,  except  for  special  reasons.  But  the 
estates  were  reconvened  as  "bouuding  axjou"  the 
various  passageways  aad  private  streets  upon  that 
district.  The  same  course  was  pursued  on  ihe 
Suffolk-street  District.  Instead  of  reconveyiug 
the  tee  ia  the  street-,  the  estates  were  reconveyed 
as  "bounded  upon"  those  streets  and  passage- 
ways. 

Aldertnao.  Quincy— Do  I  uooeisiand  that  the 
Lowell  heirs  will  get  something  they  never  had 
before  ? 

Alderman  Stebbins— They  will  get  the  right  over 
this  passageway. 

Alderman  Quincy — That  they  revsr  bad  before? 

Alderman  Stebbins— That  they  icvsrhadbefore. 

Alderman  Burrage— Why  should  it  be  conveyed 
to  the  Lowell  heirs  alone?  Will  it  not  be  aninjus- 
tice  to  the  other  abutters? 

Alderman  Stebbins — We  don't  deed  it  to  them. 
We  only  give  taem  the  ligM  to  pass  over  it. 

Alne/man  Bunage — Then  the  Alderman  from 
the  Highl-ind«  misundeistood  the  order. 

Aldermau  Wortbiigton—  I  cannot  see  the  dif- 
feience.  We  all  admit  that  the  citv  own  it;  and 
we  are  going  to  release  it  for  nothing.  The  re- 
lease will  be  perpetual,  acd  there  will  be  no  re- 
covery from  it  at  all.  You  are  giving  to  Francis 
C.  Lowell's  heirs  a  valuaole  consideration  for 
nothing,  and  that  is  what  you  have  no  right  to  do. 

Alderman  Quincv — As  the  matter  has  been  ex- 
plained, it  seems  that  this  passagews.y  was  set  off 
by  the  other  abutters  who  have  a  right 
of  way  there.  If  the  Lo^ll  heirs  want  the 
same  privilege,  thev  shou'd  set  off  the  same  nuua- 
bei  of  feet  from  their  land.  It  would  be  an  injus- 
tice to  >'ive  to  the  Lowell  estate  w  hat  belonged  to 
the  other  abutters,  because  the  city  has  the  pow- 
er to  do  so.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  city  is  giving 
that  estate  something  it  did  noi  pay  for,  aodto 
wnich  the  other  abutters  can  object,  as  it  is  set- 
ting off  a  part  of  their  passageway.  I  am  not 
quire  prepared  to  vote  for  it  yet. 

Alderman  Stebbins  withdrew  the  motion  for  a 
second  reading  and  the  order  went  over. 

REPAIRS  OF  FENCKS  AND  FOUNTAINS. 

Alderman  Quincy  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Common  and  Public 
Grounds : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  $500  in  repairing  fences  and  foun- 
tains on  the  public  grounas;  Said  sum  to  be  in 
addition  to  that  already  appropriated,  and  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Common  and 
Public  Grounds. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

PROTECTION  OF  LABORERS  ON  CITY  CONTRACT 
WORK. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy  the  Board  took 
from  the  table  the  majority  and  "minority  leporjts 
of  Committee  on  Ordinances,  on  securing  pay  Of 
laborers  under  city  contractors  (City  Doc.  127): 
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Alderman  Quincy— This  majority  repiit  was 
laid  upon  toe  table  ,,orae  fortnight  or  three  weeks 
ago  to  enable  a  legal  gentleman  of  tbe  other 
branch  to  prepare  a  reply  thereto  in  the  torm  of  n, 
minority  report,  which' has  finally  made  its  ap- 
pearance ano  is  fo  be  found  in  City  Document 
127,  oo  our  desks.  I  will  read  co  the  Boarct  the 
two  reports. 
[The  Alderman  ieadth-5  repons.] 
Now,  tbe  best  way  to  determine  the  possibility 
of  enforcing,  aod  toe  effect  if  enforced,  of  such  a 
clause  m  city  contracts  as  is  here  contemplated, 
is  to  simpiv  suppose  a  case  under  it.  Let  as  sup- 
pose that  a  contractor,  honorable  a  id  uprigh:,  but 
who  for  some  cause  has  .  ecome  unpopular  with 
bis  workmen,  comes  to  City  Hall  for  his  money, 
of  which  be  Ins  pressing  need.  He  fUos  a  dozen 
claims  on  rile  agaiusc  him.  He  declares  some  of 
them  f-1  e,  others  exaggerate.!,  and  all  vexatious, 
and  demands  his  money ;  not  receiving  it,  he  sues 
the  city.  Now,  would  any  court,  hold  that  by  sign- 
ing a  contract  with  rhis  clause  in  it,  he  had  hound 
himself  to  wait  for  ano  accept  as  final  the  com- 
mittee's decision  upjn  the  validity  of  any  alleged 
claims  thus  filed  agaii  si  him,  or  iu  orher  words  to 
accept  as  full  payment  only  such  part  of  tbe  con- 
tract once  as  the  conmittee  should  decide  that 
he  didn't  owe  his  workmen?  It  may  be  tbe  opin- 
ion of  the  eminent  legal  gentleman  already  re- 
ferred tc,  that  the  courts  would  so  decide;  it  is 
very  decioedly  that  of  the  City  Solicitor,  whom  I 
have  consulted,  that  tbev  would  not,  and  that  the 
contractor  could  recover  at  once.  Now,  «*heu- 
evei  either  la wyeis  or  a  octois  disagree,  ali  that 
can  he  none  is  to  syeigh  aaaicst  each  other  the 
conflicting  opinions,  having  regard  to  the 
resi  ective  authority  of  their  sources.  One 
gentleman,  for  instaj.ee,  may  be  an  un- 
doubted authority  upon  points  of  parlia- 
mentary etiquette  and  the  courtesies  01  debate, 
while  upon  the  probable  judicial  interpretation 
of  contracts  anothei's  opinion  may  be  entitled  to 
preference.  Th^  City  Solicitor's  opinion  at  any 
rat"  is  not  the  breath  of  an  unfeed  lawyer,  and 
that  whicn  is  paid  f  01  is  geoerallv  considered  as 
most  reliable.  But  supposing  our  paid  adviser  to 
be  wrong  upon  this  point,aati  the  courts  to  decide 
that  under  ihis  clause  the  contractor  could  not  re- 
cover so  long  as  there  were  alleged  unpaid  ciaims 
on  file  against  him,  wha r,  would  be  tbeiesuk? 
Any  workmau  or  set  of  workmen  could  keep  their 
employer  out  of  just  as  much  as  they  chose  to 
claim  until  the  committee  should  hear  and  decide 
the  case,  and  then  i:e  have  the  absurdity  of  a  tri- 
bunal whose  adverse  r.ecisionis  binding  only  upon 
one  party,  for  it  the  laborer  fails  to  r>  cover  he  can 
take  his  claim  into  court  the  next  day. 
What  reliable  first-class  contractor  would  subject 
him'  h If  to  the  liability  of  such  injustice,  vexation 
and  delay?  It  amount-'  roabout  ihi  ,then — it  this 
clause  can  be  legally  enforces,  which  the  City  So- 
licitor denies,  it  drives  ftotn  the  city's  employ  the 
best  and  safest  contractors;  if  it  cannot, it  is  not 
worth  the  paper  it  is  written  on,  and  is  to  The 
wruman  but  a  delusion  and  a  snare.  But  it  may 
be  argued,  as  it  was,  I  think,  in  committee,  that 
this  power  of  withholding  money  tor  the  benefit 
of  tbe  laborers  is  optional,  and  may  be  ex- 
ercised or  not,  and  even  if  not  legally 
enforceable,  yet  the  presence  of  such  a 
clause  in  the  contract  would  be  of  good 
effect  on  such  contractors  as  might  be  in- 
clined to  cheat  thei i  laborers.  Tqis  seems  to  me 
like  proposing  to  set  np  a  scarecrow  to  frighten 
evil-dispo-ed  contractors,  assuming  that  they  are 
not  shrewd  enough  to  detect  the  straw  sticking 
out.  Why,  sir,  the  contractor  who  should  wish  to 
make  an  assignment  in  fraud  of  bis  workmen 
would  be  the  first  to  find  out  that  this  clause 
was  not  worth  a  row  of  pins  even  aeainst  himself, 
much  less  as  against  an  assignee  for  valuable  coi-_. 
sideration,  without  uotice.  The  Alderman  who 
has  signed  this  minority  report,  I  am  aware, 
did  so  with  the  praisewo  thy  desire  of  giv- 
ing some  protection  to  the  workman,  provided 
he  could  find  legal  authority  to  assure  him  of  its 
practicability.  I  have  endeavored  to  show  the 
Board  that  the  legal  authority  which  he  has 
found,  high  as  it  is,  is  nevertheless  liable  to  be 
outweighed,  and  that  it  is  here  outweighed  by  the 
opinion  of  our  salaried  counsel,  who  has  expressed 
his  entire  agreement  in  the  views  of  the  majority, 
viz.,  that  the  attempt  to  enforce  such  a  contract 
would  he  but  to  encourage  litigation  and  imperil 
the  city's  interests,  without  affording  the  least 
reliable  protection  to  those  of  the  laboring  class- 
es. For  these  reasor  s  I  hope  the  majority  report 
will  be  accented. 


Alderman  O'Brien — 1  take  it  for  granted  that 
this  Board  believes  that  the  principle  involved  in 
this  order  is  one  that  is  worthy  of  consideration, 
and  i  hat  the  only  difference  of  "opinion  there  can 
be  about  it  is  its  practicability.  Whan  the  matter 
was  considered  m  committee  thiawas  the  only 
point  of  difference,  and  the  mi1:  ority  of  the  com- 
mittee do  not  claim  or  desire  to  be  considered  the 
special  advocates  of  the  protection  of  the  me- 
chanic and  the  laborer,  where  all  were  apparently 
anxious  to  extend  protection,  if  it  could  be  done 
without  embarrass ooent  to  the  city  or  detriment 
to  the  public  service.  The  legal  gentlemen  on  the 
committee  were  about  equ?,lly  divided.  Two  were 
quite  confident,  afte i  one  consideiation,  that  no 
trouble  would  arise  fiom  thi  insertion  pi  such  a 
condition  as  is  proposed  by  the  minoiitv  report  in 
all  contracts,  and  I  nave  consulted  legal  gen- 
tlemen outsine  of  the  comroittee,  who  have  haa  a 
large  expeiieuce  in  the  drafting  of  sucii  contracts 
and  they  could  s-<-e  no  objection  to  it.  All  the 
objections  raised  against  the  ordinance  proposed 
by  the  minority  might  also  have  been  raise f  with 
equal  force  against  the  Mechanics' Lien  law  thit 
has  j"0;ked  so  beneficially  for  so  many  years. 
I  do  not  intend,  however,  to  discuss  the  matter 
from  a  legal  standpoint,  but,  believing  in  that  old 
common-sense  saying  that  where  there  is  a  fvill 
there  is  a  way,  I  am  of  opinion  that,  if  we  adopt 
the  minority  report  it  will  afford  a  sufficient  pro- 
tection to  the  mechanic  aud  the  laborer,  without 
detnmfnt  to  the  public  service;  and  being  con- 
vinced of  this  fact,  I  oo  not  nesitate  to  advocate 
it,  because  in  doing  so  I  feel  that  it  is  protecting 
those  who  are  in  most  teea  of  protection,  and  oil 
this  side  I  shall  always  feel  it  a  privilege  to  stand. 
In  our  public  works,  such  as  sewers,  water  works, 
paving  and  gracing  streets,  labor  is  an  important 
item  in  tbe  cost,  and  why  should  not  labor  be  pro- 
tected? It  may  be  answered  that  tbela;>sa<ea 
piotectiou ;  but  wb  >  would  advise  tbe  mechanic 
or  the  laborer  to  resort  to  the  courts  against  a  dis- 
honest con  ti actor,  who  is  sure  to  place  his  prop- 
erty beyond  his  reach?  Such  advice  would  only 
entail  additional  anxiety  and  expense.  The  con- 
tractor with  the  city  never  runs  any  risk.  Boston 
is  a  sure  paymaster.  When  the  contractor's  work 
is  completed  the  pay  is  certain,  because  every 
taxoavsr  in  Boston  guarantees  his  bill.  The 
late  contractor  who  cheated  his  laborers,  who 
told  them  the  city  was  good  for  their  pay, 
was  guaranteed  the  amount  of  his  contract 
by  our  taxpayers,  and  is  it  not  light  and  proper 
that  the  agents  of  these  taxpayers  should  see  that 
the  pay  of  the  mechanics  and  laborers  who  have 
done  the  work  was  also  properly  protected  ?  That 
is  what  we  are  here  for. 

It  was  a  humiliating  exhibition  to  have  some 
fifty  laborers,  whose  families  were  in  want  of 
toread,  appear  in  City  Hall  and  demand  protection 
from  a  contractor  i;i  our  smpiov,  who  cheated 
them  out  of  their  h^.rd-earned  earnings;  a  d  this 
ordinance,  1  believe,  will  prevent  any  similar  ex- 
hibition. Thac  it  can  be  done  witnnut  embarrass- 
ment to  the  pvblic  service  I  am  confident.  Where 
there  is  a  will  there  is  a  wav.  In  taking  the 
rounds  of  tfee  various  deparrments  I  find  there  is 
no  systen  about  our  co:  tiacts.  Boards  and  com- 
mittees make  contraccs  to  meet  each  special  case, 
and  put  in  such  conditions  and  lestrictions  as 
they  deem  advisable.  Many  of  these  condi- 
tions are  as  objectionable  as  the  one  proposed, 
and  the  trouble  apprehended  to  follow  the 
adoption  of  the  proposed  ordinance  is  all 
imaginary.  Contracts  are  given  scmedmes  to 
ihe  lowest  and  sometimes  to  the  highest  bid- 
der. When  wa  have  anvtlnng  to  sell  it  sometimes 
gees  to  tbe  lowest  bidoer,  but  wheo  we  have  any- 
thing to  buy  it  frequently  finds  the  lowest  bidder 
objectionable.  This  fact  was  very  fully  &■  uun- 
strated  by  the  recent  discussion  on  the  disposal 
of  the  city  swill,  by  which  the  citv  has  lost  thou- 
sands ot  dollars.  I  say  that  all  kinds  of  conditions 
are  put  in  our  contracts,  and  if  all  kinds  of  con- 
ditio js  are  put  in  wny  shoulu  the  con oiti on  that 
the  mechanics  and  laborers  who  complete  the 
contracc  and  do  the  work  muso  be  paid  tor  ser- 
vices rendered  and  labor  peiformtsd  be  objection- 
able? In  the  Sewer  Depa<tment  they  have  a 
printed  form,  and  among  other  specifications  say 
that  "all  injuries  to  water,  gafi  or  other  pipjs 
must  be  made  good"  by  the  contractor,  and  the 
contractor  is  made  responsicle  for  all  damages 
arising  from  or  in  consequence  of  tbe  construc- 
tion of  the  sewer.  Now,  if  the  property  of  our 
citizens  must  be  protected,  if  injury  to  gas  and 
water  pipes  must  be  made  good,  is  it  not  at  least 
as   important    to    say     that    the   workmen    em- 
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ployed  must  be  paid  for  their  labor,  because,  af- 
ter all,  labor  is  th?>  chief  part  of  the  work, 
ana  it  is  important  to  the  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity tbat  it  should  be  paid  for  promptly? 
In  tat  Paving  Department  they  have  also  a  print- 
ed fotm  of  contract,  ana  the  conditions  aie  very 
precisely  set  forth.  There  is  no  misucderstaud- 
fng  them.  Among  the  conditions  is  tho  follow- 
ing: 

"And  the  undersigned  agrees  that  the  pavers 
employed  by  bins  for  said  work  shall  b--  journey- 
men who  nave  worked  legularly  as  pavers  for  at 
least  three  ve-Ts,  and  Known  fco  be~  skilful  aad 
competent  woikmen ;  tbat  the  number  of  work- 
meD  employed  to  ram  the  p.iViment  shall  be  in 
the  proportioo  of  toree  to  eveiy  tour  pavers,  and 
that  for  each  paver  there  shall  £8  employea  one 
workman  as  atenei." 

Here  we  find  that  the  workmen  are  admitted  to 
bs  an  important  par<  of  the  contract.  "We  demand 
that  onlv  asfeiliui  ;.nd  competent  workman  be  em- 
ployed; and  when  we  demand  this,  why  should  we 
not  also  protect  him  so  far  ashispayis  concerned? 
The  contractor  ha-*  a  sure  paymaster  behind  him, 
why  should  we  r.  ot  also  make  the  mechanic  and 
the  laborer  sure  ot  his  pay  when  it  is  in  our  power 
to  do  so?  The  Water  Board  will  probabiv  give 
more  employment  to  labor  than  any  other  branch 
of  the  service  for  some  years  to  come.  Their  con- 
tracts foi  tn«  Sudbury  liiver  con  !uit  would  make 
a  good  -sized  vol  ome,au  a  are  full  of  all  kinds  of  con- 
ditions and  restuctious,  and  I  h<ive  no  aoubttbe 
City  Solicitor  would  object  to  a  hundred  ot  them. 
The  work  the  past  year  has  progressed  very  satis- 
factorily, and  the  work  has  been  givers  out  gener- 
ally to  the  lowest  bidder.  The  fact  that  this  work 
is  so  given  out  would  make  the  recomoiendwtioo 
of  the  minority  report  of  even  more  importance. 
Among  tbe  riumerou*  conditions  in  those  con- 
tracts I  fin  a  the  following: 

"It  is  hereby  agreed  tbat  the  contractor  shall 
indemnify  ana  save  said  city  of  Boston  harmless 
from  ar  d  against  all  claims  against  said  city,  with 
reference  to  liens  on  buildings  and  lands,  for  labor 
done  and  materials  furnished  under  this  contract, 
and  sha'l  furnish  the  said  Water  Board  with  sat- 
isfactory evidence,  when  called  for  oy  them,  that 
all  persons  who  have  dona  work  or  furiii;h.ed  ma- 
terials, under  this  contract  for  which  the  sai  I  city 
of  Boston  may  become  liable,  have  been  fullv 
paid  01  satisfactorily  secured;  and  in.  .ease  such 
evidence  is  not  furnished,  an  amount  necessary 
and  sufficient  to  meet  the  claims  of  the  persons 
aforesaid  shad  be  retained  from  the  moneys  due 
the  said  contractor  under  this  contract,  uutil  the 
liabilities  aforesaid  shall  be  folly  discharged  or 
satisfactorily  secured." 

Hero  the  mechanic  and  the  laborer  are  again 
recognized,  but  not  protected.  Who  wilt  s  y  that 
we  i-boulo  not  go  one  step  further  and  say  that 
the  workmen  who  are  building  'his  great  work 
shaU  receive  their  pay?  Th-s  seep  the  ordinance 
of  the  minority  oi  ovides  for.  Such  a  condition 
cannot  possibly  be  any  more  of  an  impediment  in 
the  compietioc  of  the  work  than  the  oth'er  condi- 
tions I  have  enumerated  In  the  Department  of 
Pubiic  Buildings  one  of  the  conditions  is  that 
HDal  payments  shall  not  be  made  except  upon 
satisfactory  evidence  to  tbe  committee  that  no 
lien  or  other  iucumbiance  exists  on  the  building. 
This  condition  woiks  remarkably  well.  Several 
contractor.*  with  that  depjirtment  bavs  tailed  dur- 
ing the  year,  but  in  every  instance*  the  amounts 
ot  monev  reserved  nave  made  good  all  indebred- 
ness  to  ti;e  mechanics,  laborers  and  workmen  e."a- 
pleyed.  In  the  contracts  for  the  building  of  the 
adnitions  to  rhe  new  Oity  Hospital  quite 
numerous  conditions  were  exacted,  because 
the  woik  was  given  to  the  lowest  bidder 
and  a  laige  o?rcentvge  of  tha  money 
was  held  back:  but  the  work  has  been  well  and 
faithfully  done',  and  tbe  exacting  conditions  were 
no  check  to  its  pi  ogress,  notwithstanding  rhe  con- 
tractors were  men  who  had  no  caoital  to  fall 
back  unon.  I  think  'hat  I  have  shown  conditions 
enough  in  th»  contracts  now  making  by  thn  city 
equally  as  objectionable  as  the  proposed  condi- 
tions in  relation  tu  the  m»-chanics'  and  laborers' 
pay,  snd  that  those  conditions  are  not  the  cause 
of  any  trouble  to  the  ci'yortothe  contractor.  I 
repeat  that  theie  is  no  system  abou"  our  contracts. 
Bach  board  and  committee  make  the  contracts  to 
suit  themselve-,  with  such  restrictions  and  guards 
as  they  deem  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the 
citv,  and  I  see  no  impediment,  to  tbe  insertion  of 
one  more  condition,  protecting  tue  men  who  do 
the  work.  I  feel  that  it  can  be  none  without  det- 
riment to  the  public  service,  aud  that  it  not  ODly 


can  be  done,  bu;  that  it  is  our  duty  to  do  it.  The 
principle  is  a  true  one,  and  no  honest  contiactor 
will  evei  object  to  it. 

Alderman  Quincy — I  think  we  all  wish  to  pro- 
tect the  worb  man  as  much  as  it  is  in  our  power. 
My  point  is  that  if  we  take  the  attitude  proposed 
by  the  minority  and  try  to  protect  him  and  it  is 
oontested  in  court  and  we  hnd  that  we  cannot  pro- 
tect aim,  we  ^ill  have  done  him  more  harm  than 
if  we  bad  let  him  try  to  protect  himself.  W  •  can- 
not do  what  the.  Legislature  can.  The  Legislature 
have  enacted  a  lien  law  whica  can  be  enforced  in 
the  courts.  Certain  records  are  constituted  a  le- 
gal notice  which  shall  afftct  a  claim;  but  tbe 
citv  cannot  pass  such  an  ordinance  as  that.  It 
woukJ  be  broken  down  ultimately;  but  before  that 
result  could  be  accomplished  it  would  woik  a 
great  deal  of  harm.  We  have  tbe  names  of  vut  two 
lawyers  who  have  been  appealed  to — one  a  sign- 
er of  the  minority  report,  and  the  o  her  the 
City  Solicitoi .  Wisning  to  be  sure  tnat  tbe  City 
Solicitor  unoerstood  the  case  as  stated,  I  <ook  the 
trouble  to  visit  him  and  read  the  remarks  I  have 
made;  he  s--id  the  opinion  was  sound,  and  he 
should  support  such  a  statement  of  the  'aw. 

Aloermau  O'Brien— Ail  I  have  to  say  in  relation 
to  the  Alderman's  interpretation  of  the  laT'  is, 
that  if  he  is  right,  tnen  all  the  city  contracts  are 
wroog.  If  we  can  insert  conditions  rrotect- 
ing  ths>  city  at  all  points,  I  ^ay  that  we 
can  insert  provisions  protecting  the  me- 
chanics and  laborers,  if  we  choose  to  do  so. 
I  have  shown  tbar.  the  contracts  issued  from 
City  Hall  have  conditions  inserted  which  protect 
the  citv  at  all  points;  and  I  say,  notwithstanding 
the  opinion  ot  the  City  Solicitor,  that  we  can  le- 
gally place  conditions  m  them  wnich  will  protect 
individuals.  I  take  that  ground  after  cot  suiting 
legal  gentlemen  outside  of  City  Hall  who  have 
been  in  the  habit  of  drafting  coutracts  of  this 
kindfor  labor.  They  can  see  no  po«sib I e  objec- 
tion to  it.  I  can  see  why  sucn  conditions  are  ob- 
jectionable to  the  city  departments.  It  is  because 
they  may  possibly  m^ke  a  little  more  work  for 
those  denartments.  I  don't  care  how  much  work 
we  make  for  tnem,  if  in  doing  so  ws  do  an  act  of 
justice  and  protect  men  who  ought  to  be  protect- 
ed. 

The  question  on  the  acceptance  of  the  vote  was 
taken  and  declared  carried. 

Alderman  Stebbins  doubted  the  vote,  and  called 
for  the  yeas  and  navs. 

Tha  leport  was  accepted— yeas  8,  nays  3: 

Yeas — Aldermen  Burrage,  Clark,  Hams,  Pope, 
Piescott,  Quincy,  Viles,  Wb'tbington — 8. 

Navs— Aid  'lrnei  Bigelov,  O'Brien,  Subbius— 3. 

Absent — Alderman  Power. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  passage  of 
the  original  order,  which  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee reoorted  ought  not  to  pass. 

Alderman  O'Brien  moved  to  substitute  tbe  ordi- 
nance reported  by  the  minority,  and  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Tbe  motior  tosubstHute  waslost — yeas  4, nays  7: 

Yeas  —  Aldeiflue  t  Bigelow,  Burrage,  O'Brien, 
Steobins — i. 

Nays— Aldermen  Clark,  Harris,  Pope,  Piescott, 
Quincy,  Viles,  Worthing!  on— 7. 

The  order  was  rejected— yeas  1,  nays  10;  Alder- 
man Steboms  voting  yea. 

HOMOEOPATHIC!  DEPARTMENT    OF    CITY  HOSPITAL. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Buna«e,  tbe  Board  took 
from  the  table  the  report  (City  Doc.  128)  on  intro- 
duction of  homoeopathic  practice  into  tbe  City 
Hosoital,  and  the  question  was  ou  the  passage  of 
the  order,  as  folio  *  s : 

Ordeted,  Tbat  the  Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital 
be  instructed  to  arrange  and  make  terms  with  the 
Trustees  of  the  Massachusetts  Homoeopathic 
Hospital  (now  being  erected  on  land  adjoining 
that  of  the  City  Hospital),  whereby  patients  ad- 
mitted for  treatment,  who  mav  desire  to  be  treat- 
ed according  to  the  homoeopathic  method,  may  be 
transferred  to  the  said  Homoeopathic  Hospital, 
the  expense*  of  such  patierts,  while  there,  to  be 
paid  by  the  Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital,  and 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  City  Hospital; 
the  price  to  be  oaid  per  day  for  each  ot  such 
patients  not  to  exceed  the  average  daily  cost  per 
bed  at  tbe  City  Hospital,  such  co;  t  to  be  ascer- 
tained and  agreed  upon  by  the  two  Boards  of 
Trustees;  the  city  of  Boston  assuming  by  this 
order  no  responsibility  whoever  for  or  to  the  said 
Massachusetts  Homoeopathic  Hospital,  any  fur- 
ther thai  to  pay  the  charge,  above  specified. 

Alderman  Burrago— Thes  rea'sons  which  induced 
the  committee  to  report  taut  it  is  inexpedient  to 
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grant  the  pi  aver  of  the  petitioners  are  so  tally 
stated  io  the  report  before  us,  that  it  is,  perhaps 
unnecessary  to  offer  any  additional  remarks  upon 
that  head.  Wiih  human  nacuie  as  it  is  it  could 
Dot  be  expected  th*t  two  schools  of  medicine  so 
unlike  an i!  antagonistic  m  their  principles  would 
work  Harmoniously  together  under  the  same  roof, 
and  the  testimony  ptesnte  J  i.t  toe  public  hearing 
was  cooflrmatory  of  tbat  view.  The  question 
then  aiiscs,  should  an  effoit  be  made  to  par- 
tially va.f-.et  the  wishes  of  tbe  petitioners  and 
those  they  represent  in  some  other  way? 
If  there  were  any  doubt  that  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  our  most  intelligent  citizens  believe  in  and 
make  use  of  homoeopathy,  th=  number  and  char- 
acter of  these  petitioners  would  be  sufficient 
proof  of  the  fact,  aud  whether  we  agtee  with  or 
dissent  fr  >m  these  views,  the  opinions  of  sucb  men 
as  Alex2rder  H.  Rice,  Joseph  Story  ,Wil  barn  Clat- 
lin,  Alpbeuc  Hardy,  Alexander  Strong,  Isaac  Fen- 
no,  A.  I.  Bpnyon,j\Villiarr>  Lloyd  Garnson  and  oth- 
ers ot  like  character,  who  have  signed  these  peti- 
tions, are  csitainly  entitled  to  our  candid  consid- 
eration. Itrsalw-ys  difficult  to  piactisu  toieia- 
tioo.  Every  new  idea  which  conflicts  with  estab- 
lished opinions  is  a  heresy,  aud  is  put  under  a 
ban  uutil  the  trutn  it  represents  has  made 
a  sufficient  number  of  converts  to  give  ic  a  re- 
spectable standing  and  compel  a  respectful  treat- 
ment of  its  claims.  The  dcgiria  wmch  comes  to 
stand  lor  the  idea  mav  be'  eroneoos,  but  if  the 
right  ot  private  iudgmnt  is  conceded,  we  must 
grant  that  one  has  <he  right  to  b-  hev<-  m  an  error 
and  to  <ict  in  accordance  with  his  belief  so  long  as 
his  action  does  not  ercroacb  upon  the  lights  of 
otners.  Hence,  u:  der  a  democratic  form  of  gov- 
ernment cbe  minority  have  rights  tbat  cannot  be 
eutiielv  ignored.  Homoeopathy  is  not  ?  veiy  new 
thing.  Itfirstassumed  thetormot  a  distinct  school 
in  Germ  any  in  the  beginning:  of  this  <  entury.  It  was 
introduced  into  America  in  1825  a-d  into  Boston 
in  1838.  In  1840  it  was  denounced  by  a  professor, 
still  living,  as  a  delusion  soon  to  disapnear.  There 
were  then  only  six  homoeopathic  pnysicians  in 
New  England,  which  now  supports  six  hundred,  a 
large  proportion  of  whom  have  been  regularly  ed- 
ucated and  graduated  in  allopathic  colleges.  In 
the  United  Siates  alone  ther  are  over  6000  (six 
thousand)  educates  practitioners  of  the  system. 
In  sixteen  States  it  has  been  plaeed,  by  acts  of  in- 
corporation and  other  legal  forms  of  recogni- 
tion, on  equal  terms  with  r.he  allopathic  branch. 
I  am  nc formed  by  one  of  its  trustees  tbat  the  Bos- 
ton University  School  of  Medicine,  located  near 
the  City  Hospital,  reaches  homoeopathy  in  addi- 
tion+o  all  t  le  other  branches  ot  medici.e.  That 
is  now  in  its  thud  year  and  has  a  faculty  of  twen- 
ty-seven professors  and  teachers,  pnd  upwarus  of 
160  students.  He  also  states  that  the  demand  for 
Homoeopathic  treatment  by  the  poor  was  such 
that  a  dispensary  was  established  in  Boston  in 
1857.  The  first  year  this  institution  tieated  195  pa- 
tients wita  648  prescriptions.  The  number  gradu- 
ally increased,  and  auriug  tbe  past  year  the 
homoeopathic  Dispensary  has  provided  free  treat- 
ment for  3650  patients,  who  have  received  9144  pre- 
scriptions. The  necessity  for  a  hoiuoeonatbic 
hospital  was  so  deeply  felt  that  its  friends  raised 
nearly  $100,000  for  its  establishment.  A  tempora- 
ry building  was  provided,  and  the  hospital 
opened  in  January,  1871,  aud  has  been  sup- 
ported' since  that  time.  The  trustees  have 
purchase!  land  of  the  city  near  the  City  Hospital 
at  an  ezpense  exceeding  #25,000,  on  which  to  erect 
the  hospital.  Notwithstanding  their  limited 
means,  they  have  done  much  for  indigent  pa- 
tients, and  during  the  last  year  in  their  small  hos- 
pital in  Burroughs  place  they  nave  furnished  244 
weeks  of  free  board  and  treatment  to  chose  who, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  trustees,  should  have  been 
provided  for  and  supported  by  the  city,  and  there 
have  been  many  others  who  have  applied  for  ad- 
mittance whom  toey  were  obliged  to  turn  away 
for  the  lack  of  means.  Now  it  is  urged  that  the 
friends  of  this  hospital,  who  number  many  thou- 
sands, while  tney  are  willinglv  paying  taxes  for 
the  support  of  the  City  Hospital,  and  at  the  same 
time  aLe  voluntarily  suppoi  ting  the  Homoeopathic 
Hospital,  are  justified  in  asking  that  the  city 
should  allow  those  admitted  to  the  city  hospital 
who  desire  it  to  have  homoeoparhic  treatment  at 
the  expense  of  the  cicy.  In  conclusion,  tne  whole 
matter  may  be  briefly  summed  up  in  the  following 
propositions: 

First — That  it  is  inexpedient  to  attempt  to  unite 
two  diverse  and  antagonistic  systems  of  medical 
practice  under  one  roof  in  the  City  Hospital. 

Second— That  it  would  not  be  wise  tor  tne  city 


at  the  present  tine  to  incur  the  expense  of  estab- 
lishing another  hospital;  and 

Third— Toat  it  if  but  just  that  the  Citv  Govern- 
ment soould  rec  >gnize  the  claims  of  the  petition- 
ers as  citizens  and  taxpayeis  to  nave  a  portion  of 
the  public  money, that  is  appropriated  tor  tb^  care 
of  sick  or  disabled  persons,  app  ie  towards  making 
some  provision  for  giving  to  those  of  that  class 
who  may  piefer  it  hutnoeopatbie  treatment. 

Therefore,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  hope  the  order  re- 
ported by  the  committee  will  be  passed  by  the 
City  Council. 

Alderman  Stebbins— Is  it  intended  in  apply  to 
free  patients  exclusively,  or  is  it  to  admit  all  who 
apply? 

Alderman  Burrage— To  those  who  apply  under 
the  rules  already  established  for  admission  to  the 
City  Hospital. 

Alderman  Pre scott— This  is  doubtless  one  of  the 
most  important  matters  brought  to  the  attention 
of  the  City  Council  this  year,  and  it  has,  I  have  no 
doubt,  received  diligent  and  faithful  investiga- 
tion by  the  committee.  I  had  the  pleasure  ot  at- 
tending the  public  hearing  given  to  the  parties 
in  favor  of  the  petition.  Some  of  the  petitioners 
appearea  in  aid  of  the  petition,  aid  tbe  super- 
intendent, trustees  and  staff  of  the  City 
Hospital  appeared  in  opposition.  I  have  been 
con/.ected  with  ihe  City  Hospi'ai.  p.ircof  the  time 
as  trustee  from  tnis  Board,  and  for  a  longer  pe- 
riod as  trust*  e  at  large.  While  I  was  a  member 
of  tbat  Board,  frequent  applications  were  made 
by  tbe  bonioeopathisrs  t  >  have  certain  rights  and 
privileges  at  the  City  Hospital,  and  certainly  no 
membei  of  t'ie  Board  favored  them  morecbpicldid. 
I  think  I  can  safely  say,  without  egoiism,  that  it 
was  through  my  exertions  that  the  homoeopathic 
stu  lents  were  allowed  the  privilege  they  now  en- 
joy at  tbe  City  Hospital  of  being  admitted  to  the 
amphitheatre  on  public  operating  days.  When 
th's  petition  was  referred  to  the  committee,  I  felt 
that  if  it  was  practicable  in  any  way 
to  giant  the  prayer,  I  should  be  glad 
to  have  it  done,  being  myself  a  patron  of 
homoeopathy,  and  knowing  that  the  petition  was 
signed  by  a  large  number  of  our  leading  and  most 
esteemed  citizens,  many  of  whom  are  among  our 
largest  taxpayers.  I  could  not  help,  however, 
re  aching  tha  conclusion  ibat  tse  commiit<e  did. 
The  petitioners  desired  to  have  ceitain  wards,  or 
possibly,  certain  of  tbe  new  buildings  now  being 
erected  assigned  to  physicians  of  tbe  homoeopa- 
thic school.  Tbe  matter  was  gone  over  very  thor- 
oughly ;  the  arguments  were  well  Drought  out  on 
both  sides,  and  the  committee  have  made  the  re- 
port that  was  inevitable— that  ic  is  imprac- 
ticable to  have  a  pioper  and  harmoni- 
ous administration  of  the  affairs  of  the 
hospital  with  two  such  oiverse  systems  in  opera- 
tion. But  1  was  surprised  that  the  committee, 
thinking  tbat  measure  impracticable,  should  have 
reported  what  seems  to  be  ten  fold  more  imprac- 
ticable; and  I  would  cal'  tbe  attention  ot  the 
Board  particularly  to  the  order  the  passage  of 
which  they  recommend.  [The  Aldrtaan  read  the 
order.]  It  amounts  simnly  to  rhis:  A  class  of 
pauents  apply  foi  admission  to  the  City  Hospital 
who  do  not  desire  to  bo  admitted  there,  or 
treated  under  the  system  aiopten  there;  but 
they  come  to  the  Superintendent,  who  is 
tbe  examining  physician,  are  examined  and  say 
they  would  like  to  be  treated  under  the  homoeo- 
pathic method ;  and  then,  if  this  order 
passes,  they  are  to  be  transferred  to  the  Homoe- 
opathic Hospital,  which  is  entirely  out  of  the 
jurisdiction  and  control  of  the  tiustees  of  the 
City  Hospital.  I  find  that,  under  the  ordinance 
on  City  Hospital,  section  4— 

"  Ihe  Superintendent,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  shall  have  the  control  of  all  de- 
pac  tm^nts  of  the  hospital,  of  all  subordinate  offi- 
cers, attenoants,  domestics  and  patients,  and  the 
charge  of  the  grounds,  buildings  and  appurtin- 
ances." 

Now,  if  we  pass  sucb  an  order,  how  is  that  Su- 
perintendent to  have  "full  charge,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  of  all  the  patients? 
He  would  have  no  control  over  tnem.  The  pa- 
tients, for  whom  the  city  is  responsible,  would  be 
entirely  out  of  the  control  of  tbe  city  authorities, 
who  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  them  except 
to  pay  the  bills,  amounting  to  about  $10  a  week 
for  each  pattUnt,  as  tbe  trustees  of  the  Homoeo- 
pathic Hospital  would  have  the  right  to 
claim  the  same  amount  that  it  now  costs  to 
maintain  patients  at  the  City  Hospital.  There 
might  be  admitted  to  and  treated  at  the  City 
Hospital  patients  who,  from    some   good  cause 
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or  from  some  whim  occasioned  Dy  disease,  might 
not  be  satisfiea  aod  oesire  to  be  transferred 
to  tbe  Homoeopathic  Hospital;  and  under 
this  order  the  trustees  might  be  obliged  to  traus- 
fer  them  there.  Possiblv  there  might  be  some  pa- 
tients, having  diseases  of  a  chronic  nature,  whom 
the  trustees  woula  decide  should  not  remaia 
there;  but  somebody  interested  ia  the  Homoeo- 
pathic Hospital  might  like  to  try  their  skill  upon 
the  case,  and  the  patient  apply  to  the  Homoeo- 
opachic  Hospital.  A.  very  large  number  of  pa- 
tients are  discharged  from  the  City  Hospital  before 
tney  desire  to  leave;  but  it,  must  be  remembsred 
that  toe  instituiion  is  ot:'y  intenaed  fortemporary 
treatment,  in  order  to  treat  as  many  as  possible. 
One  item  is  that  of  expt  nse,  though  p  rhaps  not 
the  main  one.  Our  City  Hospital  building 
costsometliiog  like  $460,000,  and  an  additional  ap- 
propriation of  $190,000  has  been  appropriated  this 
year  for  an  addition,  maKing  about  $650,000  for  the 
buiUmgs.  Tne  running  expense  of  the  hospital 
during  toe  pres  vt  year  will  be  about  $120,000;  at 
any  rate,  that  amount  wa?  granted  the  Trustees  in 
the  early  part  of  the  year.  In  consequence  of  the 
addition,  the  ruaning  expenses  of  ttie  institution 
wdl  undoubtedly  be  larger— perhaps  $150,000— as 
there  are  to  be  some  four  or  five  new  buildings. 
The  Homoeopathic  Scnool  of  Medicine  is  erecting 
and  bas  nearly  completed  a  building  for  hospital 
purposes,  tbe  capacity  of  which  I  do  not  think  is 
materia!,  but  suppose  ic  will  accommodate  100 
patients.  I  have  no  doubt  the  faculty  and 
students  would  lik«  to  have  that  hospital 
tiled  with  patieot*  having  different  diseases — 
they  certainly  would,  if  the  city  of  Boston 
pay's  the  bills-'-anu  what  need  thev  do  but  to  send 
patients  to  the  Superintendent  of  the  City  Hos- 
pital to  be  examined,  and  then  ask  to  bi  trans- 
ferred to  the  Homoeopathic  Hospital?  A  hundred 
patieLts  at  $10  each  per  week  would  be  $1000  a 
week,  or  over  $50,000  a  yeai. 

Altletman  Barrage— What  rules  now  exist  for 
admission  to  the  Ci.y  Hospital? 

Alderman  Prescott — The  statute  authorizing  the 
establishment  of  the  Citv  Hospital  ptovides  that 
it  shall  be  "foi  the  reception  of  persons  who  by 
misfortune  or  ooverty  may  require  relief  during 
temporary  sickness."  Virtually  the  effect  is  this : 
The  hospital  is  keotfull  all  the  time;  and  prob- 
ably if  we  had  accommodations  for  a  thousand 
persons  we  could  find  plenty  ot  applicants  for  the 
beds.  At  first  thought  I  felt,  as  fully  as  does  the 
chairman  of  tbe  committee,  the  reasonable  claim 
of  thi  petitioners.  A  very  large  minority,  to  say 
the  least,  of  the  intelligent  citizens  of  this  city 
are  patrons  of  the  school  of  homoeopathy.  Thwy 
do  not  feel  that  they  should  be  obliged  to  baar  the 
burden  of  taxation  for  a  citv  hospital  without 
having  the  school  of  medicine  which  they  ana  I 
believe  in  introduced  there.  But-  the  committee 
have  said  that  is  impracticable;  that  icis  impossi- 
ble for  the  two  schools  to  work  in  harmony  under 
one  roof.  I  think  that  is  not  ttue,  and  I  hope  it  might 
be  sbo  *  o  that  it  is  not  true,  and  that  possioiy 
some  one  of  the  u  i  w  buildings  might  be  given  to 
the  homoeopaths,  with  a  different  superintendent. 
But  I  say  it  is  unwise  for  the  city  to  send  patients 
into  another  hospital,  over  the  management  of 
wnich  they  have  no  control  whatever,  It  we  send 
patients  to  the  homoeopathic  hospital,  shall  we 
not  havQ  applications  from  other  hospi- 
tals who  treat  patients  in  a  way  differ- 
ent from  both  the  homoeopaths  and  allopaths? 
May  not  certain  people  in  South  Boston  desire  to 
go  to  the  Carney  Hospital  for  treatment?  But  my 
grei>t  objection  to  ths  oroer  i;— and  it  occurred  to 
m«)  as  soon  as  I  res-d  it— th  it  the  City  Council  has 
no  legal  right  whatever  to  sand  patients  to  d  hos- 
pital over  the  management  of  which  we  nave  no 
control.  We  had  no  right  to  establish  a  city  hos- 
pital without  first  going  to  the  Legislature  for  au- 
thority, which  was  granted  in  1850:— 

"The  city  of  Boston  is  hereby  authorized  to 
erect,  estaolish  and  maintain  a  hospital  for  the 
reception  of  persons  who  by  misf ort  tine  or  poverty 
may  requite  relief  during  temporary  sickness. 

"The  City  Council  ot  said  city  shall  have  power 
to  make  such  ordinances,  rules  aod  regulations  as 
they  may  de  *m  expedient,  for  the  appointtneot  of 
trustees,  and  all  other  necessary  officers,  agents 
and  servants,  for  managing  the  said  hospital." 

The  third  section  ii  immaterial  to  the  poiDt  un- 
der discussion.  That  statute  gave  the  city  the 
right  to  establish  and  maintain  a  hospital  of  its 
owu;  but  it  does  not  give  authority  to  the  City 
Council  to  examine  patients  and  send  them  into 
other  hospitals,  ovei  which  the  city  has  no  con- 
trol, and  then  nave  those  hospitals  come  to  us  for 


payment  of  the  bills.  The  result  would  be  as  I 
have  picturtd:  This  hospital,  wbich  is  an  aio  to 
the  homoeopathic  school,  will  b«-  filled  with  pa- 
sients  paid  for  by  the  city;  and  they  could  proba- 
bly make  enough  id  a  few  years,  at  $10  a  week 
for  each  patient,  to  prect  a  building  that 
would  accommodate  200  patients.  I  took  occasion, 
an  hour  or  two  before  the  meeting  of  the  Board, 
to  consult  ibe  City  Solicitor  in  regard  to  the  order, 
and  ask  nim  whether  the  City  Council  had  the 
right,  or  aoy  authority  whatever,  to  provide  for  its 
paaents  in  such  a  way.s-s  this ;  and  he  gave  ne  the 
opinion  that  the  city  han  no  such  right  whatever. 
Upon  that  ground,  it  aeems  to  me  to  be  our  duty 
to  reject  the  order;  when  the  time  comes,  as  it 
doubtless  may,  within  a  few  years,  that  the  homoe- 
opathic school  has  gained  such  prominence  and  is 
patronized  by  so  large  a  portion  of  tue  citizens  of 
Boston  that  ic  is  the  absolute  duty  of  the 
city  to  provide  for  the  treatment  of  paiients 
under  that  system,  then  will  be  the  time  io  con- 
sider whether  it  is  not  our  duty  to  establish  a  sep- 
arate and  distinct  hospital  under  the  homoeopath- 
ic school.  But,  as  *•  e  have  now  one  hospital  au- 
thorized by  the  statutes,  and  inasmuch  as  the 
opinion  given  to  me  by  the  City  Solicitor  is  that 
the  city  has  no  right  to  teke  care  of  patients  by 
putting  them  tin  tier  rue  control  of  o  cers — 
virtually  not  taking  care  of  them— it  would  be 
entirelv  inexpedient  to  pass  the  order  under  con- 
sideration. 

Alderman  Burrage— I  think  the  Alderman  has 
raised  a  great  many  imaginary  difficulties.  This 
matter  was  discussed  very  fully  ir.  the  committee, 
and  there  was  some  difference  of  opinion  at  first. 
Some  were  io  favor  of  granting  tba  same  privi- 
leges to  this  school  that  the  other  has.  It 
was  thought  the  new  building  might  be  leased  and 
run  as  a  homoeopathic  hospital  under  the  man- 
agement of  th°  Tiustees — that  is,  to  be  a  branch 
of  the  City  Hospital ;Jbut  the  objection  to  that  was 
it  created  an  additional  expense,  which  would 
be  obviated  by  tbe  y\ar>  proposed.  We  might 
hire  it  for  a  year  or  two,  and  if  the  Al- 
derman aesire-i  to  make  such  an  amendment, 
I  should  agree  to  it.  Let  it  be  mn  as  a 
branch  of  the  City  Hospital  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Ttustses.  Tbe  plan  reported 
was  suggested  by  one  of  the  members  of 
the  committee,  and  t  he  moment  it  was  pro- 
posed it  seemed  iike'y  that  all  could  unite  upon 
it.  If  there  is  a  legal  difficulty,  as  intimated  by 
the  Alderman,  if  he  has  the  City  Solicitor's  opin- 
ion that  it  would  not  be  legal  to  do  so,  whv,  that 
euus  the  matter.  As  to  not  having  tbe  con- 
trol of  the  patieot,  it  sesms  that  is  not 
objectionable,  for  the  city  will  not  be  respon- 
sible tor  him  after  he  goes  to  the  homoeop.vtbic 
hospital,  except  to  pay  the  bills.  A  clause 
was  out  into  the  order  to  relieve  the  city  from  that 
responsibility.  It  mill  be  about  as  cheap  to  main- 
tain a  patient  there  as  at  the  City  Hosaital.  The 
Alderman  spt aks  of  the  price  per  week;  but  he 
mu^t  remember  that  it  does  net  include  auy thing- 
for  the  land  and  building;  nov  the  interest  "on  the 
investment.  They  only  get  pay  for  what  is  spent 
«  in  taking  care  of  the  patient  according  to  the  rate 
of  cost  at  the  City  Hospital.  If  the  Alderman 
means  what  he  nays,  and  desires  to  do  something 
for  the  petitioners,  I  trust  he  will  introduce  an 
amendment  obviating  the  difficulty — to  the  eff  set 
that  the  city  lease  the  building  for  a  year  or  two 
as  an  experiment. 

Alderman  O'Brten — In  almost  every  step  the 
committee  have  taken  in  this  matter,  they 
have  been  beset  with  difficulties;  and  now  in 
th's  last  one  they  till  meet  with  a  difficulty, 
which  is  the  opiuion  of  the  City  Solicitor,  ,who 
appears  to  be  the  reigninn  pow^r  here  cbis  even- 
ing. In  tbe  first  place,  the  committee  considered 
that  a  petition  f'om  so  respectable  and  large  a 
body  ot  our  citizens  certainly  deseived  serious 
consideration;  and  they  immediately  called  a 
hearing  upon  the  matter.  Then  sub-conntiittees 
were  appointed  to  hold  consultations, andat  almost 
every  consultation  they  found  that  it  wouidbe  im- 
practicable to  olace  the  two  systems  under  one  roof. 
The  committee  desired  to  do  justice  to  this  laige 
number  of  petitioners;  and  felt,  as  a  last  resort, 
that  the  only  way  thev  could  do  so  at  present  was 
to  recommend  the  adoption  of'  the  order  thev  re- 
ported. It  will  be  seen,  for  instance,  that  there 
are  215  patients  now  at  the  Citv  Hospital,  antl  out 
of  those  215  only  four  have  saio  that  they  desired 
to  be  placed  under  homoeopathic  treatment.  That 
fact  alooe  shows  that  many  of  our  deserving 
poor,  who  balieve  in  that  system,  are  kept  fiom 
the  City  Hospital.     Now,   I    don't   see    so   much 
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impediment  m  f)ie  order  as  the  Alderman  who 
opposes  it  has  seen.  For  insta<  ce,  tbe  patients 
sent  to  tbe  other  hospital  couhi  still  remain  unoer 
the  superi  otendeice  of  tbe  Trustees  or  thd  City 
Ho-pital ;  ao.;  tlie  only  difference  I  se°  is  chat  they 
would  Dot  be  pi  escribed  for  by  the  meoical  staff 
at  tue  Citv  Hospital.  We  have  erected  a  large 
numbet  of  buildings  there  this  year,  and  it  would 
be  like  sending  theor  trom  one  builaing  to  an- 
other, as  this  one  is  in  the  lmrueoiate  vicinity. 
It  does  not  place  these  oatieQts  under  any 
other  snpei  tntendence,  except  as  to  medical 
treatment.  They  will  still,  to  a  great  ex- 
tent, be  under  the  direction^  of  the  Trustees,  the 
city  bei  g  responsible  tor  the  cost  of  their  main- 
tenance. I  d'j  not  see  so  maoy  difficulties  in  tbe 
way  as  doe<  tbe  gentleman  woo  spoke  a  few  min- 
utes ago.  I  b>  lieve  it  will  leave  the  matter  just 
wtiei  e  it  stands  now ;  and  it  will  deprive  many  of 
our  large  taxpayers,  who  contnbut-  large]  >  to  die 
maintenance  of  the  c^ty.  of  tbe  opportunity  of 
being  treated  by  tbe  system  in  *  bic.h  thev 
believe.  The  gentleman  says  ttiat  it  we  p«-ss  (his 
ortier,  the  Homoeopathic  Hospital  «ill  be 
tall  of  pac'euts  in  a  very  sho.  t,  time.  Now,  I 
never  knew  an  instance  wbeie  anybody  desired  to 
take  medicine  and  receive  medical  treaiment  un- 
less actually  sick— not  even  in  homoeopathic 
doses — and  if  we  til'  this  hos  piral,  I  believ  it  will 
be  by  t^e  deserving  poor  who  actually  need  treat- 
ment. 1  don't  i-ea  so  maoy  objectio:  s  to  the  pres- 
ent order ,  and  I  bote  it  will  pass. 

Aldern  an  Pr-scott — I  make  no  other  opposition 
to  the  order  than  thestatementtnthe  report  of  the 
committee.  It  seems  to  me  that  almost  their  en- 
tire argument  is  agaitst  the  recommendation 
they  make.    They  stntt-  that— 

"The  result  was  t^at  out  of  the  whole  numoer 
of  215  patieoic,  211  wcie  mdiffeient,  or  satisfied 
wiihtheii  present  treatment,  and  four  pi ef erred 
homoeopathic  treaiment." 

Aldeiman  Burrage — Will  the  Alderman  lead  the 
next  paragraDh? 

Alderman  Prescott  [reaoing]— 

"Youi  committee  have  no  means  of  knowing 
ho w  many  person*  have  refrained  from  applying 
at  the  hospital,  knowing  that  homoeopathic  treat- 
ment could  not  be  obtains  I  there." 

I  do  not.  think,  from  my  two  or  three  years'  expe- 
rience at  the  City  Hospital,  that  that  number  is 
v  ry  large.  Certain  ly,  to  »  very  great  extent,  i  he 
patients  who  apoly  do  not  know  tbe  difference  be- 
tween the  allopathic  and  homoeopathic  ;  cbools.  It 
is  shown  here  tb^t  only  two  in  100  prefer  a  differ- 
ent treatment  from  what  they  receive  i  tneie. 
Now,  even  it  we  had  the  legal  authority  to  do  it,  is 
that  sufficient  to  warrant  us  iu  sending  patients 
to  an  outside  hospital  entirely  oot  of  the  control 
oi  management  of  tne  city?  In  legard  to  tlie.  re- 
mark of  tne  Aloerman  from  Ward  21/  ihat  he 
never  knew  parties  aop'ving  tor  admission  to  the 
hospiial  wbo  did  not  need  to  take  meoicine,  or 
who  were,  not.  fit  subjects  for  hospital  treatment, 
I  can  say  from  my  owo  experience  there— and  I 
know  1  should  be  confirmed  by  cht  Superinteoa- 
ent — that  a  large  number  of  patients  are  contin- 
ually aoplviog  who  would  like  to  get  in  and  bave  • 
a  home  so  lo  g  as  the  city  of  Bo-ton  will  take  ■ 
care  of  them.  However,  admitting  ti.at  we  tied 
that  two  per  csoi.  of  tbe  paiients  ad- 
mitted to  the  City  Hospital  desire  homoeo- 
pathic treatcmnt,  is  it  not  quite  probable  that  of 
those  215  tbere  might  be  two  per  cent,  wb  >  might 
prefer  some  treatment  different  from  the  old  or 
new  school— perhaps  ihe  hydropathic  or  water- 
cure  system,  or  perhaps  spiritual  treatment?  I 
do  noi  desire  to  be  considered  as  associating  i he 
homceooatbic  school  with  ihose  othprs— if  they 
deserve  the  name  of  schools;  but  inasmuch  as  the 
patieuts  now  in  the  hospital,  auo  who  have  been 
tbere  heretofore,  who  are  not  entirely  satisfied 
with  the  moae  of  treatment  received  there,  are  in 
so  small  a  minority,  even  if  we  had  the  right  to 
provide  tor  then  i  >  another  hospital  and  pay  the 
bills,  I  feel  certain  that  the  statement  is  true, 
that  if  the  city  paid  for  patient*  at  the  Homceo- 
patnic  Hospital  it  would  bfe  but  a  very  short  time 
after  the  completion  of  tbe  "ouildiog  before  every 
bed  would  be  tilled  by  patients  paid  for  out  of  the 
treasury  of  the  city.  The  homoeopathic  physi- 
cians have  a  large  number  of  cases  auio.gthe 
deserving  poor,  who,  perhaps,  cannot  remunerate 
them  for  their  services.  Would  it  not  be  proba- 
ble that  t  iey  *ould  tike  tbem  to  a  fr^-e  hospital 
of  their  own  if  the  city  of  Boston  paid  for  it? 

Alder m a  i  Burrage — The  gentleman  %as  first 
arguing  that  there  was  no  need  of  accommoda- 
tions because  tbere  were  no  patients;  and  now  he 


argues  that  there  are  more  patienti  than  there  are 
accommodations  tor. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  say  tnat  of  tbe  215  pa- 
tienis,  all  but  tour  are  satisfied  with  the  creao 
ment  receiveo  there.  I  also  meat  to  say  ttu  t  if  a 
free  hospital  is  also  openeu  by  the  homoeopathic 
school,  and  ihe  faculty  desire  lo  fill  it  with  diffei- 
ent  cUss'-s  ot  diseases,  th»-y  wouid  oo  so  wita 
patients  for  which  the  city  //ould  have  to  pay  $10 
a  week. 

Alderman  Burrage — This  h  spital  was  erected 
mainly  tor  the  accommodation  of  paying  patients 
from  in  and  out  of  the  city.  It  was  n't  intended 
as  a  public  charity.  Tbe  testimony  wac  to  the  ef- 
fect that  every  day  the  homoeopathic  physi- 
cians have  patienis  who  shoula  receive 
hospital  treatment,  but  their  medical  ad- 
visers do  not  dare  to  send  them  to  tbe  City  Hos- 
pital. 1  don't  take  sides;  but  it  the  petitioners 
and  patients  believe  what  they  say,  we  should  re- 
spect their  opinions.  Idoo't'think  it  is  right  to 
compa-e  uomcerpathy  with  Spiritualism.  This 
school  ha?  established  itself ,  and  it  is  patronized 
by  eoucated,  intelligent  citizens  of  high  standing. 
Spiiituahsm  is  not  a  system;  it  don't  pretend  to 
have  any  system.  It  is  what  the  spirits  do;  not 
what  education  or  learning  does.  As  tbere  seems 
to  be  some  doubt  iu  regain  to  the  legality  of  this 
order,  I  move  that  it  be  laia  uoon  ihe  table. 

Alderman  O'Brien  suggested  tuat  the  ordinance 
be  recommitted,  that  the  opinion  of  the  City  So- 
licitor mi^hi  be  obtained  and  the  matter  arranged 
all  right. 

Alderman  Stebbins  suggested  that  that  would 
require  concurrent  action. 

Alderman  Bui  i age  hoped  that  Alderman  Pres- 
cott,  being  such  an  advocate  of  homceopatliy, 
would  fcncg  in  an  amendmeut  and  perfect  the 
order.  He  moved  that  it  be  referred  "to  the  next 
City  Government. 

Alderaan  Prescott  had  no  objection  tn  that 
motion.  He  had  taken  the  position  he  had  be- 
cause be  considered  the  plan  proposed  much  more 
impracticable  than  to  grant  the  prayer  ot  the  pe- 
titioners. He  was  in  favor  of  economy  in  the 
schools,  libraries  and  charines,and  he  hoped  that 
principle  would  govern  the  next  City  Govern- 
ment. 

Aldeiman  Barrage  said  the  report  was  made  in 
the  interest  ot  jusiice  and  economy. 

The  subject  was  referred  to  the  next  City  Gov- 
ernment.   Serf  down. 

THE    PUBLIC  BATHS. 

Alderman  Prescott  submitted  the  annual  report 
of  tbe  Committee  on  Bathing.  Tbe  recapitulation 
of  bathers  is  a«  follows : 

Total  Baths  at  Bath  House  No.   1 123,251 

No.   3 82,777 

No.   4 19,552 

"             No.    5 67,744 

No.    6 47,872 

'                           •'             No.   7 67,795 

"             No.    8 78,838 

No.    9 97,088 

No.  10 127,557 

No.ll 73,362 

No.  12 33,156 

No.  13 75,589 

.No.  14 21,726 

No.  15 17,203 

No.  16 18,789 

No.17 38,680 

No.  18 30,185 

No.  19 20,384 

No.  20 45,375 

Total 1,086,927 

1875.  1874. 

Whole  number  men  bathers 269,27 1  344,287 

hoy  bathers 540,530  825,117 

"  women  bathers 71,336  56,524 

girl  bathers ?05,790  201,238 

1,086,927        1,427,166 
Decrease,  1875 340,239 

In  closing  their  report,  the  commitiee  feel  that 
they  have  aright  to  congratulate  toe  City  Govern- 
ment upon  theshowiugof  the  expense  of  maintain- 
ing the  oaths  during  the  year.  That  the  com- 
mittee have  practised  economy  in  tne  ex- 
penditures is  clearly  evident  on  comparing 
the  figures  of  the  piesent  year  with  those 
of  1874.  Last  year  the  total  expense  was 
$28,881.50;  this  year  $21,440.87,  thus  showing  a  re- 
duction of  twenty-five  per  cent.  The  bathers 
have  had  the  usual  ample  fa -ilities  during  the 
past  seasoD,  and  the  committee  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  the  statement  showing  the  number  of 
baths  taken  at  each   house   can  be  relied  ou:!    As 
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shown  by  tbe  report,  tlie  average  expense  for  each 
bather  Was  aeen  steadily  re&uced  since  1873. 
Accepted.    Sent  down. 

BKPORTS   CALLED  FOB. 

Alderman  SceDbins  called,  for  a  report  on  the 
order  submitt'-d  by  trim  some  three  month*  ago, 
loo'm.g  to  the  establishment  of  a  Police  Commis- 
si un. 

Alderman  Barrage  said  tbe  Committee  on  Po- 
lice had  i  ot  had  time  to  consider  it,  but  tbey  may 
dtcide  Oefo'e  the  end  of  tee  year  woethei  to  lec- 
omineud  tnac  it  be  referred  to  tbe  next  City  Gov- 
ernment or  otherwise. 

Alderman  Stebains  called  for  a  report  on  tbe 


order  offered  early  in  the  .year  looking  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  small  court  house  m  the  yard  of 
Suffolk  County  Jail. 

Alderman  Prescott  said  the  Committee  on 
Couutv  Buildings  had  bad  plans  prepared  and 
asked  the  opinion  of  capable  peisons.  Plans  bad 
been  prepared  not  only  for  a  Police  Couit  but  for 
the  Superior  Criminal  Court,  with  a  view  of  re- 
moving both  courts  there.  The  subject  is  one  of 
coos:d«rable  magnitude,  and  tbe  Cuv  Architect 
has  given  a  great  deal  of  time  to  tbe  plans. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott  it  was  voted 
to  adjourn  to  Thursday  at  1  P.  M...  and  oq  motion 
of  Aldermau  Wottbington  rhe Board  adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

DECEMBER    30,    1875. 


Adjourned  regular  meeting  at  one  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  D.  J.  Atwood,  for 
leave  to  maintain  his  lantern  at  7  Hay  ward  place. 

E.  De  Coster,  for  leave  to  maintain  a  gas  lan- 
tern in  front  of  No.  671  Washington  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Heirs  of  James 
Brown  ,to  be  paid  for  gr«de  damages  on  Foster 
streer,  Brighton. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  Edward  Lally,  for  leave  to 
erect  a  woocieu  building  situated  on  Dorchester 
avenue,  Ward  13. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Tboma9  M.  Carter,  for  l?ave  to  occupy  an 
old  wooden  stable  for  six  horses  at  730  Albany 
street. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  change  the  Dame  of  Albion  couttto 
Albion  place.    Passed. 

Order  to  allow  Company  C,  First  Cavalry,  $525, 
for  use  of  armory  for  drill  purposes  by  Cnarles- 
town  High  Senool. 

Amended,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott,  so 
that  it  shall  be  charged  to  "Schoolhouses,  Public 
Buildings,'*  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

Report  and  ord-T  to  convey  to  Francis  C. 
Lowell's  heirs  a  tight  of  way  over  a  passage  lead- 
ing from  Cbuich  street. 

Alderman  Qumcy— [  have  not  made  up  my 
mind  tbat  this  order  ought  to  pass,  and  shall  vote 
against  it  for  the  simple  rfason  that,  as  it  has 
besn  explained,  I  think  it  is  a  privilege  to  be 
granted  to  the  Lowell  beirs  to  which  the  ocher 
abutters  have  evsty  right  co  object;  and  until 
their  consent  is  obtained  I  don't  think  the  city 
should  infringe  upon  their  equitable  rights. 

The  order  was  r&jeeted. 

SMALLPOX  HOSPITAL. 

The  Chaii  man  submitted  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  on  request  of  Board  of  Health, 
recommending  the  passage  of  the  f  oliowing : 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Health,  in  addition 
to  the  amount  heietofore  granted  for  that  pur- 
pose, be  authorized  to  expend  a  farther  sum 
of  $10,000  for  the  purchase  of  a  suitable  lot  of 
land  and  buildiags  within  the  limits  of 
the  city  of  Boston  for  the  location  of 
a  hospital  for  contagious  and  infectious 
diseases,  arjd  that  of  said  additional  amount 
$4243.64  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Smallpox  Hospital;  and  $5756.36  be  tr?ns- 
ferred  by  the  Auditor  of  Accouuts  to  said  appro- 
priation from  the  appro miation  for  the  Board  of 
Health. 

Alderman  Worthington  hoped  the  order  would 
not  pass,  xor  the  teason  that  no  suca  hospital  was 
needed  ;  that  the  city  has  an  ample  one,  costing 
$5000  a  year,  at  Galiop's  Island,  witn  competent 
attendants;  and  if  one  is  needed,  it  can  be  pro- 
cured for  less  than  $10,000.  Epidemics  prevail 
every  ten  or  fifteen  years  because  the  people  and 
city  officials  get  caieless  ia  regard  to  vaccination. 
So  long  as  the  law  in  regard  lo  vaccination  is  en- 
foiced,  there  is  no  danger.  Now  you  barcliy  find  a 
child  who  is  not  vaccinated.  The  Board  of  Health 
say  all  tbey  want  is  a  place  to  take  care  of 
five  patients;  let  them  havs  a  place  to 
take  the  fiist  patient,  and  there  will  not 
be  a  second,  and  so  on.  Last  veae  he 
found  a  place  which  met  ihe  approval  of  the 
Board  of  Health,  and  be  read  a  letter  to  that  ef- 
fect from  tie  chairman, ad  ding  that  the  place  could 
be  bought  for  less  than  $10,000  in  West  Roxbury, 
with  a  building,  stable  and  53,300  feet  of  land,  as 
near  the  central  part  of  the  city  as  could  be  ex- 
pected. He  could  see  no  reason  for  expending  so 
large  a  sum  fc  the  purpose. 

Alderman  Quincy  desired  to  hear  from  some 
meinbet  of  the  committee  the  reasons  for  the 
order. 

The  Chairman  read  the  request  of  the  Board  of 
Health. 

Alderman  O'Brien  agreed  with  Alderman 
Worthington  and  saw  no  necessity  for  the  addi- 
tional expenditure,  as  we  hav°  all  the  hospital 
facilities  we  shall  need  for  the  text  ten  or  twenty 


years.  The  Board  of  Health  was  forced  upon  the 
city  by  the  smallpox  excitement,  and  he  supposed 
the  city  treasuiy  wouid  have  to  suffer  so  long  as 
they  are  in  existence.  He  looked  upon  them  as 
one  of  the  most  expensive  luxuries  the  city  has 
to  bear. 

Alderman  Prescott  felt  luclined  to  vote  for  the 
order,  and  would  do  so.  He  reviewed  the  pio- 
seedmgs  of  last  year  and  asked  why  t&e  commit- 
tee did  not  purchase  a  site  for  $10,000,  aa  author- 
ized, if  they  had  the  opportunity.  The  necessity 
foi  proper  hospital  accommodations  on  main  land 
is  plain  to  all.  Other  considerations  than  the 
price  should  ivsign  in  trie  selection.  Since  the 
statements  tnacie  at  a  recent  meeting  by  Alder- 
man Power,  who  is  absent  today,  he  had  procured 
statistics  showing  the  ratio  ot  death  at  toe  vari- 
ous hospitals.  While  the  epidemic  was  raging, 
420  paiients  weie  admiited  to  tue  island  hospital, 
of  whom  175  died,  the  ratio  ot  death  being  41  per 
cent.;  at  Swett  street  233.  deaths  49,  percentage 
of  death 21;  Marceila  stieetl77,  deaths  56,  percent- 
age of  death  20.  These  figures  refute  the  statement 
tbat  the  ratio  was  less  at  the  island  than  at  any 
other  hospital,  ana  warrant  the  Board  of  Health 
in  providing  suitable  accommodations  on  the 
mainland.  He  differeo  from  Alderman  O'Brien 
as  to  the  necessity  of  a  Board  of  Health,  and  add- 
ed that  every  city  of  considerable  size  has  one. 
The  citizens  expect  much  of  our  Board  in  future, 
and  he  trustee  they  will  not  be  disappointed. 

Alderman  O'Brien  said  eve^y  bad  case  was  sent 
to  the  island,  and  tha  ratio  of  death  would  nat- 
urally be  greater— a  fact  which  Alderman  Prescott 
had  overlooked. 

Alderman  Prescott  said  the  records  show  that 
the  worst  cases  were  not  sent  m  undue  proportion 
to  the  island. 

Aldermau  Worthington  Siid  his  information 
was  diffeient  from  Alderman  Prescott's.  Mild 
cases  like  tbat  ef  Judge  Colt  were  not  carried 
down  there. 

Alaermau  O'Brien  said  it  was  pleasant  to  bear 
Alderman  Pr-scott  advocate  the  Board  of  Health, 
when  they  reflected  so  sti  ougly  upon  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Buildings.  He  read  an  extract  from 
ihe  report  of  the  board  censuring  the  system  of 
ventilation  used  in  the  public  school  buildings,  by 
way  of  illustraiiou. 

Alderman  Quincy  could  not  but  think  that  all 
the  appropriation  Lecessary  for  a  hospital  on  the 
main  land  had  been  made.  He  didn't  believe  iu 
spending  too  much  to  keep  up  military  prepara- 
tions In  a  tiuie  of  peace,  although  he  believed  in 
hospital  on  the  mam  lands. 

Alderman  Prescott  did  not  consider  the  extract 
read  a  reflection  on  his  co  nmittee,  but  the  recom- 
mendation of  a  department.  Ia  the  same  w&y  the 
recommeDdations  of  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  in 
regard  to  public  halls  were  not  a  reflection  on  tbat 
committee. 

Alderman  Bui  rage  believed  in  a  hospital  on  the 
main  land,  but  thought  the  Board  of  Health 
should  tiy  a  while  longer  before  being  granted 
the  extra  appropriation. 

Alderman  Harris  was  of  the  same  opinion. 

Alderman  Stebbins  called  attention  to  the  fact 
that  $75,000  was  not  consi-ered  an  extravagant 
price  in  1872,  wLen  ths  Swett-screet  site  was  pur- 
cnased. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  the  verdici  of  the 
people  in  regard  to  that  purchase  was  the  same  as 
in  regard  to  the  Dorchester  sit- .  He  kne  w  he 
coukl  get  the  nlacc  hs  mai.tioned  for  $8000.  Last 
year  tue  co  xmit'ee  investigated  the  subject  and 
unanimously  concluded  that  there  was  no  necessi- 
ty for  ihe  purchase  of  another  site.  It  was  a  mis- 
take to  give  the  board  the  authority  to  buy  for 
$25,000  in  the  first  place. 

The  order  was  rejected — yeas  5,  nays  6: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Pope,  Prescott, 
Stebbrns-5. 

Nays — Aldermei  Burrage, Harris,  O'Biien,  Quin- 
cy, Viles,  Worthington— 6. 

Absent— Alderman  Power. 

A  motioa  to  reconsider  by  Alderman  Worthing- 
ton was  lost. 

MT.  HOPE  CEMETERY. 

The  Chairman  submitted  a  report  fiom  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  on  report  of  Committee  on  Mt. 
Hope  Cemetery  recommending  the  passage  of  the 
order  reported' by  said  committee  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  is  hereby  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  Re- 
served Fund  the  sum  of  $2500,  the  same  to  be  add- 
ed to  the  item  for  labor  in  the  appropriation  for 
Mt.  Hope  Cemetery. 
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Read  twice  and  passed— yeas  11,  nays  0.  Sent 
down. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman '  Bigelow  submitted  the  following 
from  cbe  Committee  on  Paving: 

Ord°r  to  ejteblish  the  grade  of  Marion  street, 
between  Chelsea  and  Bremen  streets,  according  to 
plan  and  profile  dated  April  18,1874.  Read  twice 
and  passed. 

Reports  and  order?  *o  assess  cost  of  laying  side- 
walKs  and  eugestones  in  various  streets.  Orders 
read  twice  and  passed, 

EVENING  DRAWING  SCHOOL. 

Alderman  Prescoit  offered  the  following: 

Orcered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ing's be  authorized  to  remove  the  eveaing  drawing 
school  from  the  primary  schoolhouse,  Appleton 
street,  to  the  primary  schoolhouse,  Tenuyson 
street,  and  lit  up  said  rooms  vacated  in  Apple- 
ton  stieet  for  rha  accommodation  of  the  Rice 
School ;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  tue  ap- 
propriation for  Schoolhouses,  Public  Buildings. 

On  motion  ot  Alderman  Prescoit,  Mr.  Charles 
C.  Pei bins  was  giveu  an  opportunity  to  address 
the  Boaid  in  opposi'ion  to  the  order,  as  it  had  giv- 
en rise  to  considerable  discussion. 

Mr.  Perkins  aopeared  and  said  rhat  between  200 
and  300  scholars  srf»  registered,  and  the  classes 
average  sixty  or  seventy,  coming  from  different 
sections  of  the  city.  The  reasons  against  a  change 
are  tne  considerable  expense,  probably  $1000  or 
more ;  tne  new  l-ooms  would  accommodate  only 
four  classes,  while  the  Rice  School  classes  could 
be  accommodated  at  the  old  Franklin  Scfiooi. 

It  would  be  at  gieat  trouble  and  risk  of  loss  to 
remove  ihe  casts  and  models,  ana  Mr.  Perkins 
urged  that  the  school  would  practically  be  de- 
stroyed. The  school  will  eud  in  April,  and  ar- 
rangements can  be  tnaae  by  that  time  to  remove 
the  models,  without  risk  of  crippling  th°  school. 

Alderman  Prescott  said  the  change  would  have 
to  be  made  soon  any  how,  as  the  Rice  District  is 
crowded ;  out  the  committee  thoupht  the  wants  of 
pupils  of  the  district  should  be  considered  in 
preference  to  the  drawing  schools.  The  Tenny- 
son-street rooms  would  give  comparatively  good 
accommodations  for  the  drawing:  classes".  The 
committee  are  unanimous  m  their  recommenda- 
tions. 

Mr.  Perkins  said  the  Appleton  Building  needed 
a  new  and  expensive  heating  apparatus  for  the 
use  of  the  day  school,  the  gas  partially  furnishing 
heat  for  the  evening  pupils. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed.  Sent 
down. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  tne  following  from 
the  Committee  oil  Seweis: 

Oroei  to  pay  George  B.  Nicools  $318.96  for  land 
taken  in  the  name"  of  Michael  Dulan,  and  all 
damages  occasioned  by  the  laying  ouc  of  the  new 
channel  of  Stony  Brook.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  and  oiders  for  thecollection  of  expense 
of  sewers  in  Troy  street,"  Amory  and  School 
streets,  Tyler  street,  Bow  street,  Commerce  street, 
Brandon,  Notre  Dame,  Washington,  Townsend 
street,  etc.,  Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Schuyler  street, 
Boylstoa  avenue  and  stieet,  King  street,  Blue  Hill 
avenue  and  Woodbine  street  and  Warren  street, 
Pyochon  street,  Chelsea  street,  Centre  &nd  Amory 
streets,  May  wood  street  and  Ceda  street.  Orders 
read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  $19.26  be  abated  from  the  asssss- 
mtnt  ot  Ephraim  Breed's  heirs  for  a  sewer  in 
South  Eden  street. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

WATER. 

Aldeiman  Stebbins  submitted  tne  following 
from  the  Joint  Committee  oo  Water: 

Transfers  in  Appropriations.  Report  on  re- 
quest of  Cochituate  Waiej  Board  for  certain 
transfeis,  recommending  tbe  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
be  is  hereby  authorized  to  make  the  following 
transfers  within  the  appropriation  for  the  Water 
Works,  namely,  From  the  item  for  "Stop- 
cocks, hydrants  and  boxes"  to  the  item 
for  "service  pipes,"  the  sum  of  $7000;  from  the 
item  for  "stop  cocks,  hydrants  and  boxes"  to  the 
item  for  "repairing  reservoirs,"  the  sum  of  $1000; 
from  the  item  for  "aqueduct"  to  the  item  for 
"Chestnut  Hill  reservoir,"  the  sum  of  $500. 

Read  twice  and  passed— yeas  11,  nays  0.  Sent 
down. 


Regulation  of  Water  Fixtures.  The  Joint 
Standing  Committee  on  Water,  to  waoui  was  re- 
committed tne  report  and  order  in  relation  to 
petitioning-  the  Legislature  for  the  passagre  of  an 
act  authorizing  the  City  Council  to  make  ordi- 
nances and  by-laws  regulating,  the  introduction 
and  use  of  water  pipes  ana  fixtures  connected 
with  trie  Boston  Wafer  Works,  and  providing  for 
the  licensiog  of  plumbeis,  he  ving  corsidered  the 
subject,  would  respectfully  recommend  that  irbe 
referred  go  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  with 
instructions  to  report  an  oiclma.ee  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  chapter  105  of  the  acts  of 
1875,  being  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  cities  and 
towns  to  regulate  the  construction  and  use  of 
wafer  pices  and  water  fixtures." 

Accepted,  and  referred  accordingly.  Sent  down 

Protection  of  Sources  of  Supply.  Report  on 
request  of  Cochituate  Water  Board  in  regarJ  to 
protection  of  sources  of  supply,  recommending 
the  passage  of  tbe  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  Legislature,  at  its  next  session, 
for  tbe  passage  of  a<i  act  authorizing  the  city  of 
Boston  to  further  control  aad  p.otectits  sources 
of  water  supply  from  infringement  or  pollution, 
and  to  control  and  regulate  the  use  of  the  land 
and  driveway  around  Chestnut  Hill  and  Brook- 
line  reservoirs;  also  for  an  act  preventing  the 
acauisition  of  adverse  piescriptive  rigrbt^'by  a 
person  with  respect  to  real  estate  held  by  the 
city  of  Bo-ton  in  connection  with  its  sources  of 
water  supply. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

ELECTIONS  OF  WARD  OFFICERS. 

Alderman  Stebbins  submitted  the  following: 

The  Co aomittee  on  Election  Returns,  to  wnom 
were  referred  the  petition  of  Patrick  Collins  and 
others  ihat  the  ballots  cast  tor  ward  officers  in 
Ward  6  be  recounted,  ard  the  petitions  ot  Augus- 
tus Lane  and  otfce<  s,  and  of  M.  A.  Carty  and  oth- 
ers, that  the  ballots  cast  for  Warden  and  Inspect- 
ors in  Ward  14  be  i  ecounted,have  attended  to  that 
duty,  and  hav1  recounted  the  ballots  and  found 
the  result  to  be  as  follows: 

Ward  No.  6.  Warden— O.  F.  Kelly,  544;  Henry 
Sp lain,  501;  William  Tayler,  1.  Clerk—  William  H. 
Brennao,  542;  J.  O.  Fallon,  502;  W.  Briner,  1. 

Inspectors— John  F.  Mulle.i.  541;  John  A.  Kid- 
ney, 531 ;  Jeremiah|Grallagher,  531 ;  David  Flaherty, 
522;  John  Kelly,  506;  James  T.  Gallagher,  506; 
Frank  Barrv,  502;  Joseph  O'Hare,  482;  James  A. 
Mahoney,  322;  James  B.  Reed,  260;  John  B.  Reed, 
258;  J.  B.  Read,  14;  Samuel  Host  a,  Jr.,  50;  all 
others,  8. 

Ward   No.  14. 
621 ;  John  W.  Nichols,  606. 

Inspectors— William  Morris,  889;  James  Ren- 
frew, 897;  Samuel  Haley,  Jr.,  884;  Shepard  J. 
Perrv,  620;  Jos.  A.  Hill,  516;  Jos.  A.  Hah,  116; 
Robert  C.  Moirison,  457;  Robert  M.  Morrison,  161 ; 
Richard  Monks,  345;  Richard  W.  Monks,  268;  Ed- 
waro  J.  Roach,  341;  Ed«ar>  Murphy,  340;  D.  O. 
Reilly,  339-    All  others  20. 

The  follov  ing-named  persons  have  been  there- 
tore  elected  to  their  several  office? : 

Ward  No.  6.  Warden— Daniel  F.Kelly;  Clerk 
— William  H.  B<  enuan  ;  Inspectors— John  F.  Mul- 
len, John  A.  Kidney,  Jeremiah  Gallagher,  David 
Flaherty;  and  there  is  one  vacancy  caused  by  a 
tie  vot  ,  which  can  be  filled  at  the  pollgattiie 
next  election  in  s^id  ward. 

Ward  No.  14.  Warden— Thomas  A.  Simpson; 
Inspectors  —  William  Morris,  James  Renfrew, 
Samuel  HPaly,  Jr.,  Shepard  J.  Perry  and  Joseph 
A.  Hill. 

The  committee  recommend  that  the  City  Clerk 
issue  the  usual  certificates  of  election  to  the  fore- 
going parties. 

The  committee  have  also  considered  the  remon- 
strance of  Jam^s  O'Doimell  and  others,  against 
the  issue  of  an  Inspector's  certificate  to  Hugh 
Carr,  who  was  declared  to  have  been  elected  to 
that  office  in  Ward  7,  on  the  ground  that  said 
Carr  is  ^ot  a  legal  resident  in  said  Ward.  After 
hearing  the  testimony  adduced  on  each  side  io 
this  case,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that 
Mr.  Carr's  residence  in  Charlestown  was  for  a 
temporary  purpose,  only  that  he  had  not  aban- 
doned bis  legal  residence  in  Ward  7.  Thev  there- 
fore report  that  thejlnspector's  certificate  be  is- 
sued to  nini. 

Solomon  B.  Stebbins. 

Hugh  O'Brien.  J  Committee. 

Thomas  B.  Harris. 

Accepted. 
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NORTHA  MPTON-STREET   DISTRICT. 

Alderman  Steobins  offered  ordeis  to  vacate 
assessments  for  raising  the  grade  of  certain  par- 
cels of  laDd  on  Northampton  street,  as  follows: 

William  E.  Woodward,  $5934.25. 

Kui  nema'.i  &  Co.,  $570.35. 

Jonas  B.  Hildretb,  $8066.60. 

Alderniao  Stabbins  said  it  had  been  discovered 
that  the  assessment  was  made  on  the  wrong  par- 
ties. Tne  City  Solicitor  advises  the  cassage  of 
these  orders  before  the  l*c  of  January,  and  the 
necessary  assessment  can  be  maae  hereafter.  In 
reply  to  Alderman  Harris,  he  said  it  is  not  a  total 
loss,  but  can  oe  remedied  by  the  next  <^ity  Gov- 
ernment, if  found  desirable. 

The  orders  were  severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

STREETS— LAND  DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Harris  submitteo  the  following,  from 
the  Committee  on  Street*  on  the  part  of  the 
Board : 

Ordet  to  pay  Edward  A.  White  and  others,  trus- 
tee0, $34,978  for  land  damages  in  widening  Arch 
stieec.    Read  twice  aDd  passed. 

Order  to  pay  President  and  Fellows  of  H  irvard 
College  $1905  for  land  taken  from  unknown  own- 
er? in  widening  Arch  street  upon  a  portion  of  a 
passageway  belonging  to  ihem,  upon  their  paying 
all  betterments  assessed  to  and  due  from  them 
for  street  improvements  in  thebu'Et  district, 
save  such  an  abatement  as  is  made  from  a  certain 
assessment  to  an  estate  belonging  to  the  "ollege 
upon  Hawley  street,  by  an  order  of  this  Board  of 
even  oate  herewith.    Bead  twice  and  passed. 

Orders  to  piy  Simpson  C.  Bixb.v  $150  for  land 
damages  iu  widening  \.xron  street;  Hugh  Nawn, 
$300,  for  laying  out  and  giadinp;  Kockland  street; 
Dorchestei  Athenaeum,  $180,  widening  ot  Cottage 
street ;  heits  of  John  G.  Gray,  $190,  laying  out  and 
grading  Fountain  street.  Seveially  ieaa  twice 
ano  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $1000  be  and  the  same 
heieby  is  abated  from  the  betterment  of  $5000  as- 
sessed for  the  widening  of  Hawley  street,  to  the 
estate  of  the  President  and  Fellows  ot  Harvard 
College,  at  i he  corner  of  said  Hawley  and  Frank- 
lin streets,  by  an  oider  of  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  of  Jan.  30, 1875,  leaving:  the  assess- 
ment for  betterment  for  the  widening  of  Hawley 
street  upon  said  estate  at  $4000. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  pay  to  Martin  B.  Inches,  for  hiaoself 
and  all  others  interested  in  the  estate  of  Russia 
Wharf,  $183,208.58  for  land  taken  in  name  of  Her- 
man B.  Inches  and  others  by  laving  out  of  East- 
era  arenue  and  widening  of  Broad  street. 

Alderman  Harris  stated  that  the  amount  was 
awarded  by  the  Street  Commissioners  aDd  the 
Chairman  said  Mr.  Inches  pays  his  entire  better- 
ment assessment.  . 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

BRIDGES. 

Aldermat  Hairis  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  ou  Bridges  be 
authorized  to  repair  Federal-street  Bridee  at  an 
estimated  expense  of  $2500;  to  be  chatged  to  the 
appropriation  tor  Bridges. 

Read  twice  and  passea. 

Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  be  authotized  to  exe- 
cute a  lease  giving  to  Louis  Poletu  the  use  of  a 
building  situated  on  the  southerly  side  of  Wa>  rem 
Bridge,  for  a  term  of  three  years,  at  the  rate  of 
$200  per  year. 

Reaa  twice  and  passed.    Seat  down. 

LEAVE  TO  WITHDRAW  ON  CLAIMS. 

Alderman  Wortbington  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  of 
Jonathan  Stone,  Mary  Lvnch,  J.  M.  Sylvester,  C. 
W.  Augier,  Merrick  Mansfield.  Severally  accept- 
ed. 

FEES  OF  DEPUTY  COLLECTORS. 

Alderman   Worthington  submitted  the  follow- 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  oo  Claims,  to 
-whom  was  refetred  the  petition  of  F.  N.  Bulfinch 
ana  others,  to  be  compensated  tor  -ervices  ren- 
dered as  deputy  collectors,  baring  consideted 
the  subject,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  re- 
port: The  oetitioner?  were  appointed  deputy  col- 
lectors by  the  late  Treasurer  aod  Collector  on  the 
first  of  September,  1874,  and  served  m  that  capaci- 
ty until  Sept.  1,  1875.  They  were  to  be  paid  for 
their  services  from  tue  fees  which  were  collected 
from  delinquent  taxpayers  duriDg  the  year,  as 
provided  by  law.  In  pr-vious  veais,  estates  were 
sold  for  non-payment  of   taxes  prior  to  Sept.  1, 


and  as  soon  as  the  sales  were  made,  the 
tees  earned  by  the  deputy  collectors  were 
divided  pro  rata  among  them,  but  during 
the  present  year  ths  reorganization  of  the  depart- 
ment and  the  appointment  of  a  uew  Collector  ne- 
cessitated, in  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor,  a 
re-advertisement  of  the  sale,  consequently  the 
estates  were  not  sold  until  after  Sept.  1,  a  month 
later  than  usual,  and  no  division  of  the  fees  was 
made. 

The  statute  establishing  the  office  of  Collector 
of  Taxes  went  into  operation  oo  the  1st  of  Septem- 
ber of  the  present  vear,  and  specifies  that  "all 
fees,  charges  and  commissions  of  every  kiud  and 
description  allowed  by  law  for  the  collection  of 
taxes,  betterments,  rates  and  assessments  of  every 
kind,  to  any  person  or  persons  authorized  to  col- 
lect the  same  within  he  city  of  Bostoj,  shall, 
after  the  1st  day  of  September,  1875,  be  colle^tfrd 
ano  paid  by  such  persons  into  the  treasury  of  the 
city  of  Boston,  and  shall  became  the  property  of 
said  city, 

Under  this  law  the  present  Collector  felt  com- 
pelled to  pay  into  the  tieasury  all  fee*  received 
after  Sept.  1,  without  regard  to  roe  time  when 
earned,  and  the  money  n  >w  remains  in  the  treas- 
ury. 

The  petitioners  claim  f'na.t  having  performed 
the  duties  required  of  them  prior  to  Sept.  1,  thev 
are  entitled  to  the  fee*  earned  by  their  services, 
although  such  fees  may  not  have  been  paid  to  the 
city  until  after  that  date.  In  the  opinion  of  your 
committee,  it  is  evident  that  the  petitionets  have 
rendered  services  for  which  they  have  not  re- 
ceived the  compensation  which  they  were  entitled 
to.  They  entered  into  an  agreement  with  th? 
late  Tieasurer  and  Collector  to  perform  cer- 
tain services,  for  which  they  were  to  re- 
ceive the  fees  allowed  by  law  for  such  ser- 
vices, and  it  is  clear  that  had  it  not  been 
for  tne  delay  in  selling  the  estates,  the  money,  or 
part  of  it,  which  is  now  in  the  treasury,  would 
have  been  paid  to  them. 

There  may,  perhaps,  b<>  a  doubt  as  to  the  legali- 
ty of  the  claim,  inasmuch  as  the  contract  or  agree- 
ment was  between  the  deputies  and  the  Collector 
and  not  between  them  and  the  city,  in  which  case 
it  may  be  that  the  c'tv  would  not  be  held,  but  it  is 
evident  that  this  question  would  not  have  arisen 
had  it  not  been  for  the  combination  ot  events  pre- 
viously stated,  and  with  this  view  of  the  case, 
your  committee  are  satisfied  that  the  petitioners 
have  an  equitable  claim  against  the  city. 

Your  committee  therefoie  recommend  that  the 
claim  bi  settled  by  the  payment  of  a  poitiojp  of 
the  amount  *hich  has  been  received  from  fees, 
and  -s  the  sale  of  the  estates  and  consequent 
settlement  with  the  petitioners,  was  delayed  for 
one  month,  it  is  fair  to  presume  that  the  amount 
of  money  received  for  fees  during  the  month  of 
September  would  have  been  received  and  divided 
in  August  had  the  delay  not  occurred,  ana  that 
the  petitioners  are  equitably  entitled  to  ths'.t 
amount.  Your  committee  would  therefore  re- 
spectfully recommend  the  passage  r-f  the  follow- 
ing order. 

For  a  majority  of  the  committee, 

R.  Worthington,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  there  ce  allowed  and  paid  to  F. 
N.  Bulfinch,  Joseph  Pierce,  I.  F.  Nelson,  Augustus 
M.  Rice,  Francis  R.  Stodiard,  William  S.  Pea- 
body,  Abiabam  G.  Wyman,  E.  B.  Spinney,  Wil- 
liam H.  Mcintosh,  D.J.  Gorman,  EL.  W.  Die  Ger- 
man, E.  G.  Wallis.  I.  W.  Derby,  Dennis  A.  Sulli- 
van and  J.  S.  Duuklee,  in  compensation  for 
services  rendered  by  them  as  deputy  collectois, 
(A)  the  sum  of  thirty-two  Hundred  aod  sixtv-two 
05-100  dollars  ($3262.05),  upon  their  giving  to  the 
city  a  release  and  discharge  satisfactory  to  the 
City  Solicitor;  the  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the 
revenue  received  from  taxes  and  other  fees. 

Alderman  Bairage— I  should  like  some  informa- 
tion before  voting  for  the  order.  It  seems  like  es- 
tablishing a  bad  precedent  to  pass  the  order.  Toe 
report  savs  they  did  n't  receive  the  sum  promised 
them  by  the  Collector.  The  equity  of  the  matter 
seems  to  hi  age  upon  that.  These  are  worthy  gen- 
tJecen  and  I  advocated  paying  them  a  nigher  sal- 
ary than  the  Board  adooted,  thinking  their  ser- 
vices worth  $1700.  But  their  salaries  have  been 
fixed,  and  the  fact  seems  to  be  that  for  the  year 
ending  Sept.  1,  1875,  they  received  about  $1900, 
considerably  more  than  ever  before.  Fiom  a'l  ac- 
counts they  could  'thave  teceived  more  than  $1700 
previous  to  that. 

Alderman  Worthington— The  committee  made  a 
thorough  investigation  of  this  matter.  The  col- 
lectors received  a  certain  amount  in  fees  for  col- 


DECEMBER      30,       187  5 


765 


lectii.g  taxes  ana  serving  notices.  Tbe  law  author- 
izing the  fee*  was  passed  in  1802,  and  has  besn  in 
vogue  in  this  city  ever  since.  The  colleciois  were 
enti'tly  dependent  upon  tbe  tees,  which  were 
diviced  on  tbe  first  of  September, after  (he estates 
were  sold  to  pay  taxes.  Eve;y  year  tliey  have 
divided  at  that  time,  ibe  late  Treasurer  keeping 
his  account,  and  giving  the  collectors  money  as 
tney  w  inted  it,  dividing  the  whole  amount  equally 
on  ihe  first  of  every  September.  That  has  been 
the  case  ever  since  Mr.  Tracy  /vas  m  office.  This 
yrar  he  diet)  ami  a  law  was  passed  by  the  Legis- 
lature creating  ihe  offices  of  Treasurer 
and  Collector,  designating  that  all  fees 
shall  be  paid  into  ths  treasury.  These 
deputy  colisctors  had  been  at  work  fiorn  Sep- 
tember, 1874,  to  Seocemlder,  1875,  for  these  very 
fees.  Immediately  after  the  first  of  May,  they 
commenced  leaving  the  bills,  the  collector  was 
appointed  after  Mi.  Deonie  had  advertised  the 
property  for  sale,  and  the  City  Solicitor  decided 
that  it  must  be  dooe  over  agaiii  before  the  sale 
could  be  legally  made  by  the  Collector;  ana  there- 
fere  the  sale  was  postponed  till  after  Sept.  1. 
They  had  done  all  the  work  before  Sept.  1.  If 
the  fees  had  been  paid  in  before  Sept.  1,  they 
would  have  been  divided,  and  nothing  would  have 
been  said  about  it.  Mr.  Healy  says  ic  is  not  a 
legal  claim,  but  an  equitably  one.  The  committee 
say  all  fees  paid  before  Oct.  1  shall  be  paid  them; 
and  there  is  a  large  amount  ia  aadition  to  that 
for  work  they  did  in  1873  and  1874.  Heretofore 
when  the  back  fees  weie  paid  they  have  gone,  into 
the  account  for  that  j  ear.  They  don't  ask  to 
be  paid  for  anything  but  this  year's  fees.  The 
information  hefore  the  committee  sno»ad  tsat 
the  "-ees  amounted  to  $1700  or  $1800  a  year,  and  in 
o oe  year  to  $2000,  If  the  Treasurer  had  lived, 
thev  would  undoubtedly,  with  the  large  sales, 
have  made  $2000  this  yt»,r.  They  have  so  far  re- 
ceived but  $1100  or  $1200,  if  ve  can  believe  the 
swo m  testimony  of  the  collectors  before  us— not 
so  much  bv  three  or  four  hundred  dollai  s  as  if  Mr. 
Tracy  had  lived.  I  don't  know  what  information 
the  Aldtrman  from  Ward  10  has  to  how  the  ac- 
counts were  Kept;  but  the  city  of  Boston  Knows 
nothing  about  it  whatever.  All  the  fees  paid  in 
belonged  to  tbe  Treasurer,  who  kept  a  separate 
account  of  tbetn,  and  whether  that  oook  is  to  be 
found  or  not  I  don't  know.  The  question  was 
asked  whether  Mr.  Tracy  receivea  a  portion 
of  ihesej  fees,  but  the  collectors  did  n't 
know.  They  always  took  the  amount  Mr. 
Tracy  handed  to  them;  but  1  believe  he  undoubt- 
edly paid  a  portion  to  himself.  There  is  notting 
to  show  that  there  is  a  claim  upon  the  estate  of 
Mr.  Tracy.  I  believe  this  is  an  equitable  claim 
and  I  hope  we  shall  pass  tbe  order. 

Alderman  Burrage— My  information  in  regard 
to  the  amount  received  is  from  the  Collector,  and 
I  tnmk  the  Alderman  must  laboi  under  some  mis- 
take. The  Collector  told  me  they  received  $1900 
each  for  the  year  up  to  isept.  1.  There  is  to  doubt 
in  my  mtud  that  they  received  t  vo  or  three  hun- 
dred dollars  more  than  they  would  have  received 
if  the  late  Collector  had  lived.  Without  having 
absolute  proof  I  ax  satisfied  of  teat.  It  is  not 
necessary  to  go  into  ihe  system  r>f  fets  in  vogue. 
The  Alderman  is  correct.  The  statute  gave  oim 
the  fees,  but  the  ordinance  provrded  that  his  tala- 
rv  suouidbeinfull  for  ail  services  as  Tieasuier  and 
Collector.  I  am  soriy  this  petition  has  been 
prerenteu.  I  should  be  glad  to  pay  these  gentle- 
men these  fees  if  I  could  do  so  conscientiously ; 
but  I  don't  thirk  thev  are  equitably  entitled  to  it; 
and  if  it  is  not  a  legal  claim  I  don't  think  ttey  are 
enltled  to  it.  If  any  inducement  cad  been  held 
out  to  them  that  they  would  receive  a  certain  sum 
from  the  late  Collector  tor  chcr  setvices,  tint 
woula  be  a  legal  claim;  but  I  understand  they 
don't  claim  chat;  I  understand  that  the.?  had  it  in 
their  minds  that  they  should  have  the  fees  upon 
those  sales  which  generally  take  place  in  August; 
but  unfortunately,  •  he  exigencies  of  the  city  requir- 
ed  that  the  sales  should  take  place  in  September, 
and  it  seems  to  me  we  ate  not  beholnen  to  tbe  col- 
lectors on  account  of  that.  It  they  had  received 
only  t^n  or  twelve  hundred  dollars  there  might  be 
some  show  of  justice  in  the  claim,  but  as  they  have 
received  more  than  for  the  previous  year's 
labor,  they  have  not  an  equitable  claim.  The  act 
to  reorganize  the  Treasury  Department  was  first 
drawri  to  take  effect  upo n  its  passage;  but  I  un- 
derstand that  the  deputy  collectors  conferred 
with  Mr.  Codman,  chairman  of  the  Judiciary 
Committee,  in  order  to  save  their  fees,  and  the 
date  of  its  taking  effect  wa3  changed  to  Sept.  1, 
after  which  time  their  salaries  of    $1600  a  year 


commenced.  There  are  no  gentlemen  to  whom  I 
would  sooner  oo  a  favor  than  these,  ano  I  regret 
that  I  am  not  able  to  vote  for  the  order. 

Alderman  Woithington—1  have  seat  *or  Mi. 
bherwin,  the  City  Collector.  There  is  certainly  a 
very  great  misunderstanding  between  the  Treas- 
urer and  himself,  and  between  the  Ah.  erman  and 
the  collectors.  We  understand  thev  received  leos 
than  $1200,  but  he  says  it  was  $1800  or  $1900.  I 
can't  see  how  it  was  possible  for  them  to  have  got 
any  such  amount  of  money,  for  the  work  was  doc 
completed  until  September,  when  the  very  large 
fees  came  in.  They  earned  the  tees  in  August, 
but  they  were  not  paid  till  September. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  would  call  attention  to 
the  tact  that  the  act  did  not  take  effect  on  its 
passage  as  stated  by  the  Alderman  from  Ward  10, 
but  upon  its  acceptance  by  tne  City  Council ;  and 
also  that  section  3  of  the  act  provided  that  the 
fees  earned  after  ihe  fiist  of  September  should  be 
paid  into  tbe  citv  treasury. 

Alderman  Quincy— Earned  aftpr  the  first  of 
Seoiemoer? 

Alderman  Stebbins— That  was  the  underscand- 
ing.    But  I  will  read  the  section. 

"Section  3.  All  tees,  charges  and  commissio  as  of 
every  kind  ana  descriotion  allowed  by  law  for  the 
collection  of  taxes,  betterments,  rates  and  assess- 
ments of  every  kino,  to  an*  person  or  persons  au- 
thorized to  coPect  the  same  wiihin  the  city  of 
Boston,  shall  after  the  first  day  of  September, 
eighteen  hundred  and  sevency-five,  be  collected 
and  paid  by  such  persons  into  tbe  treasury  of  the 
city  of  Boscon,  and  shall  become  the  property  of 
said  city.  The  said  city  is  hereby  authorized  ''o 
pay  to  such  persons  such  compensation  for  rtieir 
services  as  the  City  Council  Khali  from  time  to 
time  determine." 

It  was  certainly  understood  that  it  had  no  refer- 
ence to  any  fees  earned  prior  to  the  first  of  Sep- 
tember. 

Alderman  Quincy — All  those  payable  after  the 
lsrjof  September? 

AlderTian  Stebbins— Yes,  sir. 

Alder  man  Quincy— That  is  in  favor  of  the  com- 
mittee's leport. 

Alderman  Wcithicgton— One  of  tbe  collectors 
called  Mr.  Codman's  attention  to  the  act,  and  he 
said  it  would  be  a  matter  of  equity  to  allow  them 
the  fe6S  earned  prior  to  September,  and  tbe  city 
of  Boston  would  not  do  such  a  tnlng  as  to  deprive 
tbe  collectors  of  them. 

Alderman  Bigelovs' — I  am  inclined  to  vote  for 
th^  order,  because  I  believe  these  gentlemen  have 
an  equitable  claim.  It  matters  little  what  they 
have  received.  Here  is  an  arrangement  with  the 
late  Collec  or  upon  certain  conditions.  They 
agree  to  take  thei>  share  of  fees  earned.  If  they 
had  earned  but  $1000,  they  were  bound  to  take  out 
that,  and  be  satisfied.  I  think  they  would  be  just 
as  equitably  entitled  ro  twenty  hundred  as  ten 
hundred,  because  here  is  a  clear ly-unoerstood 
arrangement.  This  work  was  done  prior  to  Sept. 
1,  and  they  are  just  as  much  entidea  to  it  as  if  it 
were  for  woik  done  pivv'ous  to  the  first  ot  May  or 
June,  The  work  was  done  before  Sept.  1,  and 
they  are  entitled  to  their  share  of  the  tees.  Con- 
sequently, I  shall  vote  for  the  order. 

Ald-iman  Burrage— The  Alderman  will  s«e  that 
their  share  of  the  fees  aepended  upon  their  agree- 
ment with  the  late  Collector. 

Alderman  Bige'ow— The  understanding  was 
that  they  should  receive  pro  rata:  and  if  thev  got 
only  $17  each,  tb>-y  were  to  abide  by  it.  We  don't 
know  that  tne  late  Collector  kept,  one  shilling  tor 
himself.  So  fat  as  precedeois  aie  concerned. 1 
think  it  would  hardly  be  dangerous.  We  have  had 
hut  one  Collector  in  i  wenty-five  years,  and  proba- 
bly will  not  have  another  tor  ten    or  fifteen  years. 

Alderman  Burrage  -I  don't  suppose  the  Ald-r- 
mao  thinks  tbe  deputy  collectors  received  all  the 
fees  paid  in  for  taxes.  It  is  pretty  well  known 
thst  they  never  did  receive  but  $1700  in  previous 
years;  but  now  I  understand  they  have  received 
$1900.  The  Alderman  can  get  the  information 
from  rhe  City  Collector,  who  is  present. 

Alderman  W"rthington — I  would  like  lo  »sk  Mr. 
Sherwio  the  amount  actually  received  by  the 
deputy  collectors  from  the  first  of  September 
1874,  to  the  first  of  September,  1875. 

The  City  Collector— I  have  no  means  of  knowing 
what  they  have  received,  exceDt  what  I  have  been 
told  toy  some  of  the  deputies,  that  it  was  in  the 
n°ighboihood  of  $1900.  All  my  acquaintance  with 
the  distribution  o£  fees  was  simplv  for  the  month 
of  August,  when  thev  received  about  $200.  I  don't 
know  whet e  the  record  is — if  there  is  any— of  the 
amount   each    leceived    although    they  tell    me 
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tbar  if  called  upon  they  could  make  up  the  figures 
to  shew  how  much  each  oiu  have. 

Alderman  Worthington— Do  you  say  they  had 
received  $1900,  or  that  chey  expected  to  receive 
$1900,  with  tae  amount  to  com:-  m?  Pi easo  re- 
fresh your  memory  a  little  upon  that. 

The  City  Collector  —I  understood  that  with  what 
1  paid  in  i1  ugust  they  received  $1900.  I  have  no 
means  of  knowing  about  the  amount  except  for 
that  single  month. 

Aliieiman  Worthington — Ho  v  long  woulti  it 
take  vou  to  find  oat  how  much  they  did  receive? 

The  Citv  Collector — Not  over  five  miuutts. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  hope  we  shall  have 
the  exi.ee  information,  for  the  statemenrs  made 
here  are  different  from  what  I  have  been  told  by 
the  eolleccors. 

Oo  morion  of  Alderman  Worthington,  the  sub- 
was  laid  on  the  taDle  for  the  time  being.  Subse- 
quently it  was  taken  up  on  motion  of  Alderman 
Worthington. 

Alcerman  Worthington — I  would  now  ask  from 
General  Sherwiu  what  is  the  amount  that  they 
have  actually  leceived  up  to  this  time? 

The  City  Collector— The  question  which  I  am 
askeo.  is  not  at  -ill  within  the  scope  of  v^y  official 
information.  Had  it  been  so  I  should  have  known 
before,  and  I  am  not  informed  that  it  is  a  matter 
which  can  be  determined.  Mr.  Dennie  may  be 
able  to  give  the  inform  itiou.  The  remembrance 
of  the  officers  who  received  the  money  did  not 
correspond.  Tliere  are  two  of  them  h»re  present, 
and  the  tecollection  of  one  is  that  it  is  above,  and 
the  other  that  it  was  below  $1,800. 

Alderman  Burrage-Was  there  any  estimate  be- 
low $1800? 

The  City  Collector  —  Yes  sir;  Mi.  Stoddaid 
thought  it  below  $1800.  and  Mr.  Goiman  thought 
it  was  higher  than  $1800. 

Alderman  Quiacy— It  is  undoubtedly  a  safe 
principle  to  pay  no  money  that  is  not  legally  xe- 
coverable.  But  if  it  is  the  principle  to  transact 
this  business  as  we  would  transact  our  own,  I 
think  w  e  should  pay  it.  If  these  fees,  by  accident, 
came  in  too  late  to  De  collected,  then  thty  are 
equitably  recoverable  aDd  the  city  has  no  more 
right  to  keep  this  money  back  than  they  would 
have  to  keep  back  the  price  of  an  article  pur- 
chased on  the  gxound  that  the  sellet  was  wealthy 
or  had  niaae  money  out  of  the  city  in  some  other 
way. 

Alderman  Burrage — Is  it  in  evidence  that  they 
were  promised  these  fees?  On  the  other  hand  the 
eviaenca  is  the  other  way,  and  that  they  have  re- 
ceived more  than  we  have  promised  them  and 
that  they  can  claim. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  do  not  know  how  we 
can  more  strongly  state  the  fact  than  that  they 
have  received  these  fees  in  past  yeats.  They  ex- 
pected to  leceive  them  this  year,  ano  on  account 
of  the  hard  times  they  expecced  to  receive  more. 
The  question  is,  is  this  due  them?  Did  they  earn 
it  before  tne  1st  of  September?  The  impression 
of  a  majority  of  the  cooornittee  w<>s  that  they 
did. 

Alderman  Burrage— They  earned  it  if  it  was 
promied  to  them. 

Alderman  Quincy— It  seems  to  me  very  clear 
that  it  was  promised  them.  '-Do  the  work  now 
and  you  will  be  paid  by  a  aivisiou  of  the  fees  when 
they  come  in,"  was  the  understanding,  most  dis- 
tinctly. That  was  to  be  their  pay.  There  was  ao 
oirect  amount,  but  the  fees,  when  they  came  m, 
should  be  divideo,  and  from  them  they  shoulc:  be 
paid  for  their  previous  services. 

Alderman  Worthington— The  Alderman  labors 
hard  upon  the  promise.  They  were  appointed 
Sept.  1, 1875,  and  as  to  whether  there  wuo  an  un- 
derstanding thai  they  were  to  receive  fees,  the 
presumption  is  against  the  Aldermar.  The  pre- 
sumption is  that  they  were  co  receive  the  fees. 
They  were  promised  trie  fees.  Mr.  Tracy  was  not 
expected  to  die.  We  cannot  report  the  wora*,  but 
we  know  that  they  were  piomrsed  their  fees  by 
the  Treasurer  when  they  were  earned. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  would  like  to  ask  up  to 
what  date  these  fees  were  paid. 

Alderman  Worthington — There  was  in  October- 
paid  in  a  little  over  $2300.  Up  to  Sept.  9  there  had 
been  paid  in  $4100. 

Alderman  Quincy— If  we  don't  pay  these  fees, 
then  we  are  so  much  iu.  We  cannot  return1  them 
to  the  taxpayers  from  whom  they  have  alieady 
been  collected.  It  is  simply  a  question  of  juttice 
and  equity. 

Aldermtin  Worthington — The  gentleman  will  re- 
member that  the  tax  bill  says  on  it  that  these  fees 


belong  to  the  Collector,  and  the  Collector  is  obliged 
to  collect  them  by  law. 

Aldutman  O'Brien— When  this  matter  came  be- 
fore the  Committee  on  Claims  the  deputy  col- 
lectors claimed  al<  the  moneys  that  would  be  paid 
into  the  tr  asury  for  labor  they  h  iu  already  per- 
fjormeo.  The  committee  could  not  view  it  in  that 
light,  but  th*y  thought  that  if  a  large  sate  was 
postpoced  tor  one  month  by  circumstances  over 
which  the  deputies  had  no  control,  thev  were  cer- 
tainly entitled  in  equity  to  what  would  result  from 
that  sale ;  and  in  fixing  the  result  of  that  sale  the 
committee  thought  it  would  be  nothing  but  just 
to  allow  tlieun  all  fees  that  came  in  for  one  month 
which  would  cover  the  time  that  the  sale  was  post- 
poned. And  this  is  the  only  point  that  would  lead 
me  to  vote  tor  that  oroer— because  it  is  a  claim 
which  ic!  just  in  equity.  Because  this  sale  was 
postponeo  by  circumstances  over  which  they  had 
io  control,  we  allowed  thetn  the  fees  for  one 
month. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  Alderman 
Stebbius  moved  tbat  it  bt  amended  by  inserting 
in  tne  proper  place  "previous  to  the  hist  of  Sep- 
tember, 1875." 

Alderman  Worthington  stated  that  the  collect- 
ors so  understood  it. 

The  am"DflmdDt  was  adopted  and  the  order 
passed— yeas  7,  nays  3: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  O'Brien,  Pope,  Quin- 
cy, Stebb'ns,  Viles,  Worthington — 7. 

Nays — Aldermen  Burrage,  Clark  and  Prescott — 3. 

Absent — Alderman  Power. 

Sent  down. 

PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 

Alderman  Prescott  submitted  the  following: 

Schoolhouse  at  City  Point.  The  Committee  on 
Public  initrui'non,  to  whom  was  rccommitred  the 
report  recommending  the  purcnase  of  certain 
estates  on  Fourth  street,  near  O  street,  South  Bos- 
ton, as  a  site  for  a  primary  schoolhouse  in  the 
vicinity  of  City  Point,  together  with  the  necessary 
order  authorizing  the  committee  to  make  said 
purchase,  having  fully  considered  the  subject,  are 
still  of  opinion  tbat  it  would  be  for  the  bert  inter- 
est of  tne  city  to  secure  the  lots  tamed  in  the 
order  as  a  =ue  for  the  pioposed  schoolhouse,  and 
they  would  therefore  beg  leavs?  to  report  back  the 
original  order  and  recommend  its  passage. 

For  a  majority  of  the  committee. 

Chas.  J.  Prescott,  Chairman. 

The  undersigned,  a  minority  of  the  Committee 
on  Public  Instruction,  dissent  from  the  report  of 
the  majority  and  beg  leave  to  state  that,  in  their 
judgment,  the  interests  of  the  city  would  be  bet- 
ter served  by  making  the  same  disposition  of  this 
matter  as  is  recommeoded  by  the  committee  in 
the  many  other  cases  which  are  reported  upon  by 
them  at  this  time. 

The  act  creating  the  new  School  Board  provides 
that  no  lot  of  laud  shall  be  purchased  for  a  s  :hool- 
house  without  its  first  receiving  the  approval  of 
the  School  Board  ;  if  that  is  a  jiood  rule  \o  follow 
aftei  Jan.  1,  the  undersigned  believe  that  it  is 
worthy  of  some  consideration  at  the  present  time. 
The  School  Committee  from  Ward  12  sent  a  com- 
munication to  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion, dated  March  12,  1875,  uuatimously  recom- 
mencing a  lot  within  a  very  snort  distance  of  the 
one  proposed  by  thb  majority,  which  is  equally 
desirable  in  every  way,  and  can  be  purchased  for 
much  less  money.  It  will  he  impossible  to  com- 
plete the  purchase  of  any  lot  during  the  present 
year,  aud  under  the  present  condition  ot  business 
ir  is  fair  to  presume  tbat  land  will  not  advance  in 
price  during  the  next  few  months;  in  fact,  we  are 
satisfied  thvt  the  lot  proposed  by  the  majority 
could  bft  purchased  for  a  less  price  than  sug- 
gested bv  them,  should  the  city  see  tit  to  make  ao 
offer.  There  is  no  appropriation  for  a  building, 
and  as  th><  new  School  Board  may  in  thru  consid- 
eration of  the  subject,  conclude  to  materially 
change  the  school  ; districts  of  this  section, 
the  undersigned  would  therefore  recommend 
that  the  whole  matter  be  refeired  to  the  next 
School  Board.  Cyrus  A.  Page. 

Omar  Loring. 
Albus  R.  Cushing. 

Alderman  Prescott  briefly  reviewed  the  previ- 
ous action  on  the  subject,  the  careful  investiga- 
tion of  the  committee  and  their  repeated  recom- 
msnaation  in  favor  of  this  lot  which  is  accepta- 
ble to  the  members  of  the  new  School  Board  from 
that  section.  It  is  proposed  to  pay  seventy-five 
cents  a  foot  for  the  lot*,  and  in  the  majority's 
opinion  it  is  worth  twenty-five  cents  a   toot  more 
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than  any  other  lot  offered.     The  best  offer  tbey 
had  was  seventy  cents  a  foot. 

Alderman  Viles  had  been  over  to  South  Boston 
and  examined  tae  lot,  and  would  rather  hava  the 
one  recommended  by  the  majority  for  tweuiy- 
five  cents  a  foot  more  than  thdt  ft/voted  by  the 
mioority. 

The  majority  report  was  accepted  and  the  order 
was  passed.    Sent  oown. 

Drill  Room  for  Charlestown  High  School  Pupils. 
Report  on  request  of  School  Committee  recom- 
mending the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authonzed  to  provide  suitable  accommo- 
dations for  the  military  drill  of  the  pupils  i^f  the 
Charlestowu  Hiah  School;  tue  expense  to  be 
charged  ro  the  appropriation  for  Schoolhouses, 
Public  Buildings. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

References  to  next  School  Board.  Reports  on 
requests  of  School  Committee  for  cnemical  appa- 
ratus in  Biighton  High  School;  for  additional 
primary  schoolbouse  in  Sherwin  District— recom- 
mending retweBce  of  the  same  to  the  next  School 
Board.    Severally  accepted.    Seot  oown. 

Report  on  lequest  of  School  Com'rrtree  for  new 
grammar  schrol  in  Washington  Village,  that 
the  City  Council  made  an  appropriation 
for  that  purpose  of  $125,000  for  land  and 
$25,000  for  Duilding,  but  the  committee  have 
been  unable  to  agree  upon  a  lot.  Residents 
of  the  district  have  been  far  from  unanim  >us, 
and  sites  which  at  first  seeua  mo't  desirable  could 
not  be  purchased  for  a  -easonable  sum,  so  much 
time  haviDg  elapsed  since  the  original  request 
was  made,  and  it  having  been  repre-ec ted  that 
thepreSLiit  m-mbeis  of  the  School  Board  from 
that  section  thought  it  advisable  to  erect  a  com- 
modious pumary-school  building,  and  retain  the 
Ticknor  buildings,  the  committee  are  of  the  opin- 
ion that  no  action  should  be  taken  until  the  sub- 
ject is  again  thoroughly  consideied  by  the 
authorities  having  direct  charge  of  the  school, 
who,  in  the  future,  are  to  have  concurrent  juris- 
diction with  the  City  Council  and  the  privilege  of 
purchasing  the  schoolhouse  lots  and  approving 
the  plans  lor  new  school  buildings.  The  commit- 
tee iecommendits  reference  to  the  next  school 
board.    Accepted.    Sent  down. 

High  School  Facilities— The  Committee  on  Public 
Instruction  to  whom  were  referred  th«  accom- 
panying oroers  01  the  School  Committee,  viz.— 

"That  the  City  Council  be  requested  to  eni  j.ige 
fhs  lot  recently  purchased  for  the  English  High 
and  Latin  schools,  by  the  purchase  of  atiditional 
land,"  and  also  "that  the  City  Council  be  request- 
ed to  consider  the  expediency  of  erecting  it.  con- 
nection with  toe  buildings  of  the  English  High 
and  Latin  schools,  suitable  accommodations  for 
the  use  of  the  School  Committee,  lacluding  a  hall 
in  which  the  meetings  of  the  board  may  be  held" — 

Would  report,  that  on  the  9th  of  November, 
1872,  the  cit\ .  at  the  earnest  and  repeated  request 
of  the  School  Committee,  purchased  tor  these 
schools  a  lot  of  land  situated  uponWauen  ave- 
nue, Dartmouth  and  Montgopery  streets,  con- 
taining about  feet  of  land,  paying  therefor 
$280,000.  The  additional  land  asked  for  contem- 
plates the  purcuase  of  five  orick  houses 
on  Dartmouth  street,  and  would  probably 
require  a  further  expenditure  of  about 
$100,000.  The  Com  mitt  e  orj  Public  Buildings 
were  authorized  some  t*o  years  since  io  procure 
plans  by  competition  for  the  proposed  building, 
and  wera  authorized  to  expend  therefor  the  sum 
of  $3000.  Four  orizeswere  awaroed  and  the  plans 
of  the  successful  competitors  are  now  deposited 
iu  tl  e  office  of  the  City  Architect.  These  schools 
are  probably  the  most  important  connected  with 
the  educational  department  of  the  city,  and  are 
at  present  very  poorly  provided  for  in  the  Bed- 
foro-stieet  building,  the  old  normal  school  build- 
ing in  Ma?o\i  street,  the  Bowoitch  Sonoolhouse 
building  upon  South  street,  and  the  Savage  pri- 
mary building  upon  Harrison  avenue.  Tl  ese  are 
all  very  valuable  estates,  and  can  probably  be 
sold  for  a  sum  nearly  if  not  quite  sufficient  io  pay 
for  the  oroposed  new  structures,  and  the  city 
would  receive  "rom  the  old  estates,  with  theimt 
provements  that  would  naturally  be  placed  upon 
them,  a  very  considerable  sura  every  jeat  in 
taxes.  This  amount  would  be  at  least  $7000  oe- 
annuin.  Your  committee,  howevei,  feel  that 
before  any  wise  and  intelligent  action  can  be 
taken  in  the  premises  by  the  City  Council, 
some  important  questions  recently  agitated  must 
be  definitely  and  finallylsettied  by  the  School  Com- 
mittee, the  whole  question  of  high-scnool  educa- 


tion and  the  feasibility  of  uniting  the  Latin  and 
hsgb  schools  should  receive  most  careful  and  del- 
icate cousi deration.  The  fulure  oolicy  of  toe  city 
in  regard  to  niaif-taiuing  separate  and  dist-jact 
high  schools  in  the  outlying  districts  should  re- 
ceive unbiased,  unprejudiced  and  most  searching 
investigation,  to  ttis  ^nd  that  the  enormous  sums 
of  mrmev  now  spent  upon  oui  high  schools  may  be 
considerably  diminished,  so  that  tne  results  obtain- 
ed may  bepioportionate  to  the  exoeuditure,  which 
your  committee  do  not  feel  is  ■  ow  thec^e.  if 
these  schools  are  to  accommo  late  only  ttiose  pu- 
pils living  in  "the  old  city  proper,"  the  structures 
to  be  erected  should  rot  be  so  elaborate  and  com- 
modious a*  originally  contemplated,  and  probably 
the  City  Council  would  deem  it  expedient  to  sell 
the  lot  originally  put  chased  and  select  a 
less  exnensive  one.  These  and  other  important 
considerations  lead  your  committee  to  report  that 
actiou  at  the  present  time  would  douetiess  be  un- 
wise, and  they  trust  that  the  whole  subject  (one 
of  the  most  impoitant  ever  brought  to  r'he  atten- 
tion of  the  Government)  will  receive  the  early, 
careful  and  considerate  judgment  of  the  next 
School  Board,  to  whom  your  committ-e  would 
recommend  that  the  whole  subject  be  referred. 
For  the  Committee, 

Charles  J.  Pbescott,  Chairman. 
Accepted.    Sent  down. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Alderman  O'Brien  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Public  Laods,  with  an  order  ex- 
tending the  tim<;  of  Simeon  B.  Smith  to  build  on 
lot  on  Aloai  y  and  Concord  streets  from  Jan.  1, 
1876,  to  Jan.  1, 1877.  on  condition  that  oe  pays  to 
the  Superintendent  of  Laods  $100  within  ten  days 
from  the  passage  of  said  ordei.  Order  rea'i  twice 
and  passed.    Sent  down. 

THE  FIRES  IN  THE    RICE    AND    PHILLIPS  SCHOOL- 
HOUSES. 

Alderman  Prescott  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  ordei  to  thoroughly  investiaate 
and  report  the  origin  of  the  tire  in  the  Rice  School- 
house,  Dartmouth  street,  and  also  that  in  tne 
Phiilies-sueet  Schoolhouse  on  Phillips  street, 
Highlands,  beg  leave  to  suomit  the  following: 

The  origin  of  the  fire  in  the  Rice  School- 
house  was  found  to  bp  from  the  careless 
manner  in  which  ths  janitor  proceeded  to 
thaw  out  a  return  steam  pipe.  This  return 
pipe  for  condensed  watei  from  the  steam 
cods,  at  the  level  of  the  basement  ceiling, 
extended  downwards  against  a  piece  of  board  se- 
cured to  the  walls,  and  was  found  by  the  janitor 
to  be  frozen  at  about  four  o'clock  on*  the  morning 
of  Dec.  20.  The  method  adopted  to  thaw  it  out 
was  bv  heating  a  piece  of  cast  iron  in  the  furnace 
and  placirg  it  against  the  pipe.  The  board  to 
which  the  pipe  was  secured  took  Are;  from  it 
sparks  or  flame  was  sucked  into  a  hot-air  cham- 
ber above;  there,  fed  by  cobwebs,  or  Hut,  or  pos- 
sioiy  paper  deposited  by  mice,  tiie  found  its  way 
back  of  the  furrings,  and  rapidly  worked 
upward  to  the  open  area  above  the  hall, 
sp leading  upon  the  rafters,  and  was  there  com- 
municated id  the  several  schoolrooms  by  the  ven- 
tilating ducts.  The  origin  of  the  fire  at  the  Pbil- 
lips-srrpet  Schoolhouse  was  found  to  be  from  close 
contact  of  wood  to  an  overheated  flue  being  de- 
fective. The  committee  have  thus  stated  the 
cause  of  these  two  fires;  although  they  feel  that 
thev  are  excepiona)  cases,  ano  that  already 
greater  precautions  against  fire  have  been 
taften  ia  the  eiectior  of  schoolhouses 
and  other  public  builoings  belonging  to 
the  city  than  in  other  buildings  of  a 
like  character,  they,  nevertheless,  feel  that  thor- 
ough ex^jninationr,  of  all  ci'y  buildings  should  be 
made  in  order  to  prevent  the  possiole  recurrence 
of  similar  disasters. 

Such  examination  is  now  being  carafully  con- 
ducted, srrieteriulfcg  have  been  prepared  tor  the 
government  of  janitors,  and  further  precautions 
taken  for  the  prompt  extingurshment  of  tires. 
Much,  however,  is  yet  to  be  learned  in  regard  to 
heating  and  ventilation  ;  but  your  committee  reel 
that  as  new  buildings  have  from  time  to  time 
been  erected  by  the  city  the  most  improved 
metaods  have  been  adopted. 

For  the  Committee. 
Charles  J.  Prescott,  Chan  man. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

market. 

Alderman  Prescott  submitted  a  report  that  the 
Committee  on  Market  had  agieed  to  lease  the  hall 
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over  Quincy  Market  to  Ames  Plow  Company  for 
$6000  for  orie  year.    Accepted,  and  lease  approved. 

REPAIRS  ON  RICE  SCHOOLHOUSE. 

Alderman  Prescott  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  tbe  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  furnish  material  to  imme- 
diately rebuild  the  roof  of  the  Rice  Schoolhouse 
by  contract  or  otherwise  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$6000 ;  the  same  to.be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Schiolhouses. 

Alderman  Burrage — Has  not  an  appropriation 
already  been  niao'e  for  rebuilding  i  he  Rice  School- 
house? 

Alderman  Prescott— An  order  was  passe-,  I 
thinfe,  soon  after  the  file,  by  the  City  Council,  that 
the  Commitree  on  Public  Buildings  should  tebuild 
the  Rice  Schoolhouse  at  an  expense  not  exceeding 
$25,000.  The  oroer  now  before  the  Boaid  asks  for 
authority  to  put  the  roof  immediately  upou  tbe 
building,  by  contract  or  otherwise.  The  roof  of 
the  building  is  entirely  off,  Tbe  looms  of  t'>e 
budding  ar  >  thus  exposed  to  the  weathei,  ana  a 
very  considerable  damage  may  ensue  unless  some- 
thing is  immediately  done  for  their  protection. 
This  order  admits  of  immediate  steps  beug  taken 
tbat  tbe  building  may  be  protected.  The  fitting 
up  of  tbe  building,  tbe  furnishing,  etc.,  will  be 
dene  in  tbe  usual  way,  by  advertising  tor  propos- 
als. 

Alderman  Burrage— Is  tbis  $6000  in  addition  to 
tbe  $25,000? 

Alderman  Prescott — No,  sir.  It  seems  to  me 
that  the  committee  of  next  year  will  not  be  or- 
ganized certainly  until  the  13th  day  of  January, 
and  in  the  mean  while  very  considerable  f.amage 
may  be  done  to  the  building  by  the  storms 

The  order  was.  read  twice  and  passtd. 

POLICE  COMMISSION. 

Alderman  Burrsge  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Police,  who  were  directed  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  placing  the  Police  De- 
partment of  this  city  in  charge  of  a  competent 
commission,  beg  leave  to  report  that,  inasmuch  as 
tbe  draft  of  the  new  city  charter  which  was  passed 
by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  contained  as  one  of  its 
promiuent  teatutes  a  provision  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  i-ommis°ion  on  this  department,  and, 
also,  as  the  views  of  the  committee  aie  well  known 
to  tbe  Board  ot  Aide rmeo,  there  being  alieady  a 
record  or  unit  m  favor  ot  this  plan,  they  deemed 
it  unnecessary  to  report  specifically  on  the  order 
referred  to  them.  As  the  subject  will  be  brought 
to  tbe  attention  of  the  new  City  Council  in  tbe 
draft  of  the  new  city  charter,  the  committee  will 
no  v,  wnile  tney  believe  that  the  Police  Depart- 
ment is  as  well  managed  as  anv  other  in  this  city, 
onlv  acid  that  tbeir  experience  during  the  present 
year  has  fully  and  emphatically  confirmed  tneir 
previously  expressed  convictions  in  favor  of  plac- 
ing this,  as  well  as  other  departments,  in  charge 
of  competent  commissions  who  will  give  their  un- 
divided attention  to  their  care  and  management. 
The  report  was  read  and  accepted. 
Accepted. 

PERMITS  FOR  STEAM  ENGINES. 

Alderman  Viles,  for  tbe  Committee  on  Steam 
Boilers,  etc.,  reported  on  the  petition  ot  Cbauncv 
Thomas,  for  leave  to  locate  a  stea»  boiler  at  103 
Chestnut  street,  that  leave  be  granted ;  alio  upo" 
the  petition  of  William  Elder,  for  leave  to  use  a 
steam  engine  at  52  Leverett  street,  that  leave  be 
granted.    Severally  accepted. 


HORSE  FOR  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  COMMON. 

Alderman  Quincy  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  di- 
rected to  transfer  $322  from  the  item  of  s  ttees 
and  also  $125  from  the  item  of  bird  nouses,  in  the 
appropriation  for  Common  ana  Public  Grounds, 
said  sums  to  be  used  tor  defraying  expense  of 
horse  and  vehicle  for  Superintendent  of  Common 
and  Public  Grounds. 

Reid  twice  and  parsed— yea*  9,  nays  0.  Stnt 
down. 

TREES  TO  BE  REMOVED. 

Aldet  man  Quincy  submitte  I  a  report  from  tbe 
Cosmittee  on  Commons  ana  Squares  on  the  part 
of  the  Board,  on  the  petition  of  Lioas  E.  Pierson, 
for  the  removal  of  two  trees  opposite  No.  7  Albion 
court,  that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  remove 
the  trees  at  his  own  expense,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Lands;  and  the 
same  report  was  made  on  petition  for  removal  of 
trees  at  No.  653  Bowers  street,  and  a<  southeast 
come  of  McLean  and  Blossom  streats  by  W.  L. 
Richardson.     Accepted. 

HEALTH  APPROPRIATION. 

Alderman  Wortbington  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

Ordered,  That  the  Auoitor  of  Accounts  be  and 
hh  hereby  is  authorized  to  traosfer  $200  from  the 
item  of  cess  uools  in  the  Health  appropriation  to 
the  item  tor  advertising. 

Read  twice  ano  passed— yeas  10,  nays  0.  Seot 
down. 

SEWERAGE  REPORT. 

Ald-rmanWorthington  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Punting  that  the  order  to 
print  report  of  Sewerage  Commission  ought  to 
pass,  and  that  It  will  cost,  with  plans  ano  maps, 
$700. 

Report  accepted,  and  said  order  passed. 

PERMIT  FOR  STABLE. 

Alderman  Worthingtoo  submitted  a  reportfrom 
Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board  in 
favor  of  granting  pernr.t  to  Adam  Honn  to 
occupy  stable  for  one  horse  on  Washitgton 
street,  Ward  17.    Accepted. 

FEES  OF   UNDERTAKERS. 

Alderman  Wortbington  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  order  passed  by  the  City 
Council  Dec.  24, 1875,  authorizing  tne  payment  to 
undTtakers  of  a  fee  for  returning  to  tne  City 
Registrar  a  certificate  of  the  deitb  of  any  person 
in  this  city  be  rescinded,  sain  order  being  in  con- 
travention of  the  existing  ordinance  of  this  city. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

ORDER  FOR  REMOVAL  OF  TREE. 

Alderman  Worthington  offered  the  following 
Older: 

Oidenrl,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
authorized  to  rt  move  a  tree  now  impeding  public 
travel,  and  situated  on  P  street,  between  Ibird 
street  ad  Broadway. 

Alderman  Wortbington — It  ;s  usual,  I  bslieve, 
to  refer  an  order  of  that  kh  d  to  the  Committee 
on  Common  and  Squares.  But  thin  is  a  case 
where  a  t'ee  stands  out  from  tbe  curbstone,  and  I 
was  authorized  to  settle  the  payment  of  damages 
where  a  cnilk  cart  ran  into  it,  ard  I  shall  piobably 
pay  the  damage  tomorrow.  I  think  we  cannot  af- 
ford to  have  trees  staadirg  in  that  way  wher^ 
some  othpr  team  m^y  run  ioto  ic  and  the  city  oe 
liable  for  damages. 

The  order  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Aldeiman  Stebbins,  the  Board  ad- 
journed to  ore  o'clock  on  Saturday  next. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

DECEMBER    30,    1875. 


Regular  meeting,  according  to  adjournment,  at 
4  P.  M  ,  Halsey  J.  Boardman,  President,  in  the 
cbair. 

PAPERS    FROM     THE     BOARD    OF    ALDERMEN     FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Reoorts  of  leave  to   vithdiavv,  viz.: 

1.  On  petition  of  T.  Murphy  to  be  paid  for  dam- 
ages caused  by  the  construction  of  a  sewer  iu  Bo  » 
street. 

2.  On  the  petition  of  F.  M,  Hollingsworth  to  be 
paid  for  injuries  i  aused  by  contact  with  a  sled  on 
I'utnam  stiert. 

Severally  accepted. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Bathing.  (Printed 
City  Document  No.  126,  1875  ) 

Mr.  Shaw  al'u  led  to  the  congratulation  in  the 
report  on  the  fact  ihat  the  expenses  bad  de- 
creased, and  would  ratner  have  seen  an  i'  creased 
expenditure  than  a  oecieass  of  340,000  batheis. 
The  saving  in  monev  was  more  than  counterbal- 
anced by  the  sanitaiy  loss.  He  oid  not  criticise 
the  commute  -,  cut  rose  to  say  it  was  not  a  cause 
of  congratulation. 

The  leport  was  placed  on  file 

Repott  and  order  .  equesting  the  Boston  Gas 
Light  Company  to  di-courn.ue  cne  burring  of  eo^l 
tar,  the  >ame  bring  detrimental  to  the  neighbor- 
hood.   Order  rea'i  twice  and  passed. 

A  reooit  and  oroei  instructing  the  Trustees  of 
the  Citv  Hospital  10  arrange  witn  the  Trust-es  of 
the  Massachusetts  Homoeopathic  Hospitsl  ■« 
beinc  erected,  so  that  patio  ts  if  the  former,  de- 
siring to  te  treated  by  the  homoeopathic  method, 
may  be  transferred  to  ttse  latter  hospital  (Printed 
city  Doc.  No.  128, 1875,)  came  up  referred  to  next 
City  Council.    Concuued. 

Repoit  and  oro  s  r  that  the  assessment  of  $105.60 
on  the  estate  of  Fiaiacis  Cunnicgham,  on  Felloes 
court,  for  rai'i  g  tbj  grade  thereof,  be  abaied. 
Or^le    read  twice  arid  ^ssed. 

Order  for  oavment  of  bill«  of  G.  Curtis,  for 
materials  for  Paving  Department,  $1202.94;  Beach 
street,  $77.59;  Water  Works,  $44.86;  City  Hospital, 
$27.53;  Seuer  Depattme- 1,  $26.69;  Heaith  Depart- 
ment, $13  92,  and  Burnt  District,  $1.46:  tLoss  of  F. 
W.  Lincoln,  Jr.,  &  Co.  for  mstenais  charged  to 
Adaitiocal  Wacer  Mipply,  $105;  Schoo'touses,  $96: 
Steamboat,  $35;  Engineer's  Department,  $23.50; 
Sewer  Depaitment.  $2;  that  of  F.  A.,  vyjikins, 
agent,  ror  materials  lor  Lamp  Department,  $38.32; 
and  that  of  C.Nowell,for  materials  for  use  on 
Swett  street,  $48.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Orders  to  rescina  the  older  of  b<  t.  27,  1870,  to 
pay  Ma  y  Kingsbury  $200  on  account  of  uauages 
to  estate  40  Pieamont  street,  ana  to  pay  her  as 
tenant  of  house  40  said  street,  at  the  time  of  rais- 
ing said  house,  $200  in  full  for  all  t.amages  and 
costs  bv  teasoc  of  saia  raising.  Read  twice  and 
passed. 

Or  er  authorizing  an  additional  expeusiture  of 
aot  exceeding  $500  it,  repairing  fencs,  fountains 
and  public  gr<>  mds.    Read  twice  and  passeo. 

Report  thai  th"  order  to  authorize  the  Director* 
of  Public  Institutions  to  sell  the  steamer  Hsurv 
Morrison  ar  private  sale,  after  public  advertise- 
ment, ought  to  cass.  Accepted  and  said  order 
passea. 

The  President  said  there  were  six  oroei  s  requir- 
ing a  iwo-tnirds  <ea  aed  i  ay  vote,  and  if  no  ob- 
jections wcr-  made  they  woulo  be  act-d  upon  to- 
gether. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  moved  to  accept  the  order 
lelating  to  Swett  street,  and  Mr.  Plyun  move  I 
that  all  six  of  the  oruers  be  considered   together. 

This  motion  was  adopted,  aftei  strong  objection 
by  Messrs.  Kimball,  Page  and  Jaques,  and  subse- 
quently the  Swett-street  order  was  excepted,  Mr. 
Fitzgerald  raising  the  point  that  by  rule  19  any 
member  could  call  for  a  division  of  the  question, 
which  oac  been  done  by  Mr.  Pagi\  The  other 
orders  were  then  acted  upon  together. 

Order  for  the  transfer  of  $800  from  tlv  item  for 
"upport  of  persons"  iu  the  appropriations  for 
Pauper  Expenses,  to  the  item  for  -'keeping  fcorse 
awa  repaiis  of  carriage,"  in  the  same  appioprii- 
tion ;  ordei  for  the  ti  ansfer  of  $310.91  from  the 
appropriation  for  "Henry  Morrison"  to  that  for 


'■New  Sreamboat."    Passed  in  concurrence— yeas 
67,  nays  0. 

Order  to  transfer  $25C0  from  Reserved  Fund  to 
"labor"  ii  appropnationfor  MountHope  Cemetery 
passed— yeas  67,  nays  0— after  the  re  iding  of  au 
extract  from  the  Di  ectois'  request  by  Mr.  Guild, 
showing  ihat  this  "branch  of  jrdustiy,"  viz.,  sal^ 
of  burial  lots,  had  suffered  with  the  general  busi- 
ness depiession. 

Report  and  order  f  vi  transfer  of  $7000  in  Water 
Woi  ks  appropriation  from  "stop  cocks,  nydraots, 
boxes,"  etc.ro  item  for  "service  T)ipe*."  Read 
twice  and  passed— yeas  67,  nays  0. 

Ordtr  to  rescind  oroer  of  Dec.  24, 1875,  author- 
izing payment  of  fees  to  undei  take  s,  said  order 
being  in  co  trave^tioa  of  existing  ordinance. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  if  leave  towithdravoa  petitions  for 
payment  of  claims  for  damages  bv  Jonathan 
Stone.  M.ry  Lynch,  J.  M.  S.rlvesier,  C.  W.  Angit  r 
and  Meriicn.  Mansfield,  severally  adopted. 

Or<ler  to  pay  treasurer  of  Company  C,  First 
Cavalry,  $525  for  rent  of  a-morv  for  drill  room 
for  Cbailestown  High  School  pupils.  Read  cwice 
and  pas.-ed. 

Orders  to  vacate  assessments  on  Northampton 
street  for  raising  grade  of  estates  of  W.  E.  Wood- 
ward, $5934.25;  Hunneman  &  Co.,  $570.30;  and 
Jonas  B.  Hildreth,  $8066.60. 

Mr.  Burditc  raheo  tor  an  cxplanatkn,  aid  Mr. 
Train  said  a  suit,  is  pending,  and  it  is  the  opinion 
of  the  City  Soncnoi  that  the  vacating  of  ihe  as- 
s-Si»men  s  wnl  save  the  taking  of  a  great  deal  of 
land.    The  ord?is  were  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  ano  oider  to  extend  time  to  Jan.  1, 1877, 
on  pavuienc  of  $100,  in  which  ro  build  on  land  on 
Albany  and  Concord  streets  by  Stmeou  B.  Smith. 
Order  lead  t»ice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  to  provide  drill  room  for  pu- 
pils of  Charlestown  Huh  School.  Order  read 
LWice  and  passed. 

Order  for  Mayor  to  lease  to  Louis  Poletti  a 
building  on  southerly  side  of  Watreu  Bridge,  at 
$200  a  yean  for  three  years.  Read  twice  and 
passed. 

Order  to  furnish  materials  ami  rebuild  roof  of 
Rice.  Scboolh'>u«e,  bv  contract  or  otherwise,  at  an 
expense  of  $6000.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  that  the  fire  in  the  Rice  Schoolhouse 
originated  in  the  careless  maancr  in  which  the 
janitor  proceeaed  to  thaw  out  a  return  sieam 
pipe;  and  that  the  tire  in  the  Phillips-street 
Schoolhouse  was  tron  the  close  contact  of  wood 
to  a  i  ovet-heated  flue.    Accepted. 

Reference  to  next  School  Board  of  request*  for 
chemi  !-l  ap<  aratus  in  Brigt  ion  High  School  and 
additional  accommodations  iu  Sher  vra  Dis  rict; 
and  for  new  grammar  s  hool house  in  Washington 
Village;  for  clargemect  of  lot  purchased  for 
Etglish  High  and  Latin  schools,  and  of  electing 
suitable  building?  for  School  Committee.  Sever- 
ally accepted. 

Majority  iepoit,  recommending  passage  of  or- 
der t>  purchase  certain  estates  at  corner  of 
Fourth  and  O  streets,  South  Boston,  as  a  site  for 
primary  schoolhouse  at  Cir.y  Point,  and  minority 
repoit  recommending  reference  of  the  subject  to 
the  next  School  Board. 

The  subject  was  bneflv  di-cussed  by  Messrs. 
Page  i  f  Ward  9.  Shaw  of  Warn  5,  FltzgeraM  of 
Ward  7,  WillcuM  of  W»ro  1,  Damon  of  Ward  12, 
and  indefinitely  postponed,  is  non-concur: ence. 

Report  that  pirating  of  report  of  Sewerage 
Commission  will  c<<t  $700,  and  that  the  oraer 
ought  t(.  pass.  Report  accepied,  and  saia  orcer 
passe  i. 

Repoit  and  order  for  Mayor  to  petition  Legisla- 
ture for  act  to  protect  sourci  s  of  water  supply. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  oider  for  Committee  on  Ordinances 
ro  r-port  ordinance,  to  legulate  w*ter  fixtures  m 
accoida  ce  virh  chapter  105  of  1875.  @rder 
passed. 

Order  for  tran  fer  of  $322  from  "settees"  and 
$125  from  "bird  houses"  in  Gnumou  appropria- 
tion, to  oe  used  t  >r  defraying  expense  of  horse 
and  vehicle  for  Superintendent  ot  Comrr.on. 
Read  twice  and  passed- yeas  61,  nays  I— Mr.  Par- 
ker of  Ward  14  voti  g  nay. 

Order  to  transfer  $200  from  item  of  "cjsspools" 
to  "advertising"  in  Health  appropriation.  Read 
twice  and  passed — yeas  60,  navs  1. 

Order  to  remove  evening  drawiog  school  from 
pnma'V  sch  >olhouse,  Anpleton  street,  to  primary 
schoolnouse,  Tennyson  street  and  fit  up  room's 
vacated  for  accommodation  o^Rice  School.  Read 
twice  and  passed. 
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UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  for  a  transfer  of  $700  fiom  Reserved 
Fun  i  lo  Contingent  Fund  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men. And  orders  to  advertise  and  contract,  at 
not  exceeriir g  $  160,000,  for  »ater  pipes  and  o  her 
materials,  etc  ,  for  a  supply  of  water  i  i  Brighton 
and  West  Roxjury,  aud  for  a  loan  of  said  sum. 
Passed  in  concurrence— yeas  67,  nays  0. 

SWETT  STREET. 

Report  and  order  authorizing:  th?  Committee  on 
Streets  to  enter  into  juaugements  with  the  New 
York  &  New  England  Railroad  Company  for 
raising  the  grade  of  tueir  railroad  to  allow  Swett 
street  to  pa*s  under  the  same;  al'o,  tor  building 
at u i men ts  fur  a  railroad  bridge  on  East  Chester 
park  extended,  at  an  expttse  not  exceeding 
$112,000:  and,  also,  authorizing  a  loan  to  that 
amount,  to  be  added  to  the  amount  beretutore 
borrowed  for  Swett-streei  extension. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  quoted  from  the  discus- 
sion in  the  other  branch,  showing  savings  made 
by  the  committee  of  $60,000  or  $70,000  trom  the 
estimates,  ao d  hoped  that  the  order  for  the  loan 
would  hoc  pass,  though  the  city  had  got  so  deep 
into  the  project  that  it,  is  necessary  to  raise  this 
grade.  He  Mopej  the  committee  would  be  allowed 
to  go  on  and  spenr  all  of  the  $386,000,  and  when  it 
was  exhausted,  come  to  the  City  Council  for  more. 
It  was  adrritted  m  the  other  branch  that  the  rail- 
road had  been  too  shrewd  for  the  city  in  regard  to 
the  raising  ot  this  grade.  Wh;n  this  matter  was  up 
befoir  be  tried  to  get  the  city  offic  <s  to  do  some- 
thitg  to  protect  the  city  from  the  expense  of  rais- 
ing the  grade  ;  but  they  seem  to  have  done  noth- 
ing. The  same  tactics  have  been  employed  as 
last  year,  when  'he  order  comes  in  at  the  last  ses- 
sion aoo  is  forced  through.  He  did  not  believe  in 
being  forced  to  vote  for  one  ordei,  in  order  to 
save  several  others.  The  Couxeil  should  requite 
the  committee  to  come  to  them,  as  tbeo  they  will 
learn  fact!  in  regard  to  Swett  street  which  cannot 
be  learn-d  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Pag*  believed  the  matter  bad  a<  rived  at  the 
point  he  prediced  at  the  time  the  order  passed 
for  commencing  the  work.  With  Mr.  Kimball  he 
had  tried  to  get  certain  atrendment;  parsed  to 
protect  the  city  against  any  unreasonable  bargain 
with  the  railroad,  but  the  sat  guards  have  been 
taken  away,  and  the  street  is  built  nearly  to  the 
track,  and  the  company  refusing;  to  allow  the  city 
to  pass  over  to  complete  it  on  the  other  side,  and 
the  only  way  to  complete  it  is  to  spend  this  vary 
large  amount  of  money.  This  matter  was 
forced  Sh.ough  tr.e  last  m  eting  of  the 
last  Conncil  and  again  pressed  early  rhis 
year.  He  believed  in  spending  the  pres- 
ent appropriation  so  far  as  it  would  go,  and 
the  committee  should  come?  into  the  Council 
for  more  when  ir  is  srone.  Although  it  may  be 
used  to  a  limited  extent  as  a  thoroughfare,  it  is  a 
grsat  beuefit  to  parties  owning'  land  in  that  vi- 
cinity;  he  thought  the  treasure  an  extravagant 
enterprise  for  th",  citv,  and  it  will  cost  in  the 
end  neare.  $600  000  than  $376,000  ot  $476,000.  Toe 
oftener  the  Stieet  Committe..  have  to  come  to  the 
Council  aoour  this  matter  ths  better  for  the  Coun- 
cil should  be  posted  as  to  the  progress  of  t^ev/oik. 

Mr.  Train  said  ttiis  expense  was  put  iDto  the 
original  estimate,  but  it  was  deducted  t^y  the 
CoulciI  and  allowed  to  go  through  bv  the  friends 
of  Swett  street.  Mr.  Train  reviewed  the  legisla- 
tion on  the  subject  aud  the  negotiatio  s,  and 
statea  the  cost  of  the  work  to  be  done,  as  shown 
in  the  commitiee's  estimates  ano  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Hart,  president  of  the  roac.  It  was  desirable  to 
do  this  work  immediately,  that  tt  e  citv  mav  get 
the  benefit  of  the  bonds  for  $100,000  given  by  the 
owners  of  land. 

Mr.  Flynn  sustained  Mr.  Train's  statement  and 
thought  that  gentleman,  instead  of  attacking  the 
committer,  should  givej  them  credit  for  making 
the  saving. 

Mr.  Jaques  asked  if  the.y  are  to  take  the  bonds 
of  the  road  to  car*  y  out  toe  contact. 

Mr.  Flynn  said  they  would  be  obliged  to  give 
bonds  to  half  the  amount  of  trie  conttact,  tbe 
same  as  contractors  do. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  had  always  believed  the  city 
would  have  to.bear  the  whole  expense,  and  is  cer- 
tain oi  it  now. 

Mr.  Page  thought  it  best  for  the  Council  to  hear 
from  the  committee  as  often  a«  possible  as  to  the 
progress  of  the  work.  The  contract  is  not  to  be 
coofir.ed  to  any  sum,  and  the  roac' can  make  any 
expenditure  they  see  fit.  lb"  only  propei  way  is 
to  use  the  money  and  when  it  is  gone  to  come  in 
and  ask  for  more'.    As   to   the  bonds  from  land- 


owners, if  members  will  look  at  the  names  they 
w:ll  doubt  thii  ability  of  some  «,f  the  parties  to 
p;y  the  sums  agreed  to.  He  quoted  Alderman 
Clark's  remarks  last  spricg  that  tne  rail- 
road pays  for  the  raisiog  of  the  grade,  and  said 
the  city  would  lose  nothing  by  allowing  the  mat- 
ter to  g:o  over  to  the  next  City  Government. 

Mr.  Train  quoted  the  estimates  ot  the  cost  in 
the  report  avd  Mr.  Hart's  letter  as  sustaining  his 
remarks. 

Mr.  Kimball  moved  to  amend  tha  first  outer  by 
adding,  "tte  expense  thereof  to  be  chafed  to  the 
amount  heretofore  appropriated  for  Swett  street 
extension."  Hs  did  not  oppose  going  on 
with  the  work,  but  did  not  want  any  more 
money  expropriated  till  the  piesent  amount 
is  exhausted.  In  his  opinion  it  was  not  ex- 
pecteo,  when  tae  matter  was  first  up,  that 
the  original  appropriation  would  be  sufficient, 
and  in  his  opinion  the  $100,000  was  allowed  to  be 
stricken  off  to  enable  the  matter  to  get  through 
the  Cour  oil.  Iu  his  opinion  it  was  perfectly  well 
understood  by  the  committee  tliat  the  city  would 
have  to  raise  tbe  grade  of  the  railroad.  His  rea- 
son for  saying  :o  was  that  after  it  ^passed 
the  Com  oil  some  ftiends  of  th.»  measure 
outside  ot  the  City  Government  expressed  their 
surprise  at  the  striking  out  of  $100,000,  and  the 
reply  was  made,  if  he  was  correctly  informed, 
"that  the  $376,000  was  pas-ed  in  order  to  commit 
the  city  and  begin  the  work."  He  opposed  appro- 
priating any  more  money  for  Swetc  street  until  it 
is  absolutely  needed. 

Mr.  Flynn  said  it  was  accessary  to  have  this 
money  in  "rder  to  aro  on.  He  could  i>ot  allow  this 
opportunity  to  pass  without  replying  to  his  col- 
lererue  on  the  committee,  who  had  iusulted  every 
one,  of  tte  committee.  All  tbe  committee  have 
doi«  has  been  open  and  above  board,  and 
for  the  inspection  of  the  City  Conncil.  It 
comes  with  an  ill  grace  to  criticise  the 
committee  because  the  gentleman  wants  to 
defeat  this  project.  If  perhaps  some  mem- 
bers hvo  land  and  buildings  in  Dorches- 
ter, and  went  to  th^  New  York&  New  England 
Railroad,  and  aske.i  for  passes  and  been  refused, 
they  might  come  io  here  and  oppose  this  appro- 
priation. If  the  sptaker  had  a  school-bouse  lot 
to  sell  in  Dorchester,  ants  had  snaked  ir  through 
in  the  name  of  some  other  person,  psthaps  he 
might  obj-ct.  But  for  the  gentlsmau  to  irsult 
the  committee  is  unfair  and  unjust. 

Mr.  Peruius  asked  bow  mucn  of  tbe  Swett- 
street  appropriation  had  been  expended. 

Mr.  Flynn  could  not  tell.  The  street  is  built 
from  Dorchester  avenue  to  the  railroad,  ano  some 
21,000  car  loacs  of  dirt  have  already  been  put  into 
it. 

Mr.  Kimball  called  attention  to  the  savings 
mart«>,  and  thought  they  should  spend  the  original 
appropriation  first. 

Mr.  Wi'lcutt  said  the  saving  wou'd  not  affect 
the  completion  ot  this  street,  as  tb&y  must  have 
money  to  make  the  contract  with. 

Mr.  Shaw  asked  for  an  explanation  as  to  the 
value  of  tbe  bonds,  and  Mr.  Page  said  he  simply 
gave  his  judgment  of  the  matter.  Gentlemen  had 
agreed  to  pay  the  amounts  opposite  their  names, 
but  he  questioned  very  much  wh-ther  the  city 
would  succeed  in  collecting  it.  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  7  seems  to  have  made  a  personal 
pomt  upon  him,  while  the  speaker  had  not 
intendeo  to  cast  any  leflection  upon  tbe  Commit- 
tee on  Streets,  of  which  he  had  been  a  member 
for  four  vears;  but  he  did  ttiit  k  tbe  Swett-street 
matter  bad  been  pushed  through,  and  that  the 
citv  has  been  committed  to  it  without  having 
been  ir.formsd  as  to  how  much  it  would  cost  and 
without  knowing  all  tbe  facts  in  the,  case.  He  de- 
nied the  insinuations,  about  school  lots  in  Dor- 
chester, passes  on  the  road  and  that  sort  of  stuff. 
If  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  will  come  down  to 
facts,  he  was  willing  to  answer  them. 

Ml  Flynn  said  tbe  bonds  are  approved  bv  the 
Cit'  Solicitor  and  are  for  $60,000  in  money  and 
$40,000  in  land.  They  were  first;  made  to  run  to 
next  July,  tut  were  changed  to  July,  1877. 

Mr.  Page  said  there  was  no  question  about  the 
correctness  of  the  form,  at  d  each  individual  signs 
tor  tbe  amount  opposite  his  name.  If  the  street  is 
finished  at  the  proper  time  the  city  will  get  the 
money  from  the  parties  who  are  able  to  p?y. 

The"  amendment  of  Mr.  Kimball  to  the  order 
authorising  the  committee  to  ao  the  work  was 
adopted  and  that  order  w~ns  passed -yeas  56,  nays 
7,  Messrs.  Curtis  Howes,  Jaques,  Morrison,  Page, 
Sampson  and  Thacher  voting  nay. 

Sent  up. 
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FEES   FOB  DEBUTS'  COLLECTORS. 

A  report  and  amended  order  cam°  down   to  pay 
r.  N.  Bulfinch  and  oxiiers  13262.05  for  services  ren- 
dered as  deouty  collectois  previous  to  Sept.  1,1875. 
Mr.  Kimball  said  be  differed  fiom  tho   majority 
in  ttris  matter  and  felt  that  tne  order  ought  not  to 
pass.    The  deputies  were  employed  by  ana  were 
responsible  to  the  Collector  ;    there  was  no  con- 
tract between  tbem  and  tbe  city.     For  a  series  of 
years  it  las  been  the  practice,  by  eome  arrange- 
ment between  the  deputies  and  the  late  Collector, 
to  di\ide  the  tees  on  the  1st  of  beptembe  ,  ac- 
cording  to   the   division  maot   by    tbe    Collect- 
or.        By     tbe     recent     acr     of      th-'     Legis- 
lature    all     those    fees    became    the    p  operty 
of  the  city.    In  former  years  tbe  sales  of  real  es- 
tate for  taxes  wvre  made  prior  to  September,   ;nd 
as  these  gen ilemeo   were  reappointed  year  after 
year,  it  made  no  difference  whether  the  tees  came 
in  at  one  time  or  anoiber,  as  the  division  occui  rsd 
on  Sept.  1.    The  point  in  this  case  is  that  in  con- 
sequence of  the  delay  in  selling  tbe  real  estate  a 
freat  many  tee^  waicb  ought  to  have  been  oaid  in 
efote  Sept.  1,  were  paid  in   afterward,  and  these 
fees   are    letained   by     thi     present     Collector 
Tht  collectors  claim  to  have  au  equitable  claim, 
but      nut      a     legal     one.     They     usually     re- 
ceived $1800  in  fees,  but  ud  to  tbe  vear  ending 
Sept.  1, 1875,  they  had  received  $2000.    Since  the 
Hi  st  ot  September  they  had  i  eceived  a  salary  of 
$1600  a  year.    Is  it  right  for  tbe  city  to  make  a 
gratuity  to  the  collector-?    Bearic  mind  that  if 
tbe  lste  Treasurer  had  lived  and  they  had   been 
discharged  prior  to  Sept.  1  they  would  not  have 
leceiveo  a  dollar.    The  sale  ol    real  estate  was 
postponed  O'/  aecojut  of  the  opinion  of  the  City 
Solicitor,  and  the  fees  were  oot  paid  in  till  after 
Sept.  1 .    It  has  befcn  stated  that  the  chairman  of 
the    Judiciary     Committee,     in     reply      to     in- 
quiries    as    to     the    effect     cf     the     law     on 
the      fees     of      the     collectors,       said      they 
would  be  equitably   entitled    to   them,  but   the 
speaker  couldn't  think  that  was  the  case.    This 
petition  was  filed  three  weeks  after  theii  salaries 
were  fixed,  ",nd  though  be  did  not  accuse  them  of 
waiting  till  theii  salaries  were  fixed,  yet  it  looked 
as  if  they  had  vtry  carefully  withoeld  if  until  tbey 
had  got  the  salaries    covering  the  period  after 
Sept.  1.    If  a  motion  should  be  made  to  pay  them 
the  difference  between  their  salaries  for  Septem- 
ber acd  tbe  amount  awarded,  he  would  not  object 
to  it. 

Mr.  rhacher  said  the  corectors  had  peiformed 
a  certain  service.  No  law  passed  in  1875  goes 
back  to  1874  or  1873.  Theie  is  no  dispute  about 
the  performance  of  the  work.  It  was  the  custom 
to  divide  the  fees  on  Sept.  1,  but  the  fees  usually 
divided,  rhis  year,  weie  not  received  till  af- 
ter that  time.  The  law  was  luade  to  take 
effect  on  Sept.  1  in  order  to  save  toe 
fees  earned  by  the  collectors  before  then. 
The  sale]was  postpoie  I  on  account  of  riieCity  So- 
licitor's opinion,  and  the  faes  which  thev  usually 
divided  on  Sept.  1,  were  not  received  till  after 
tbat.  No  oae  supoosed  when  the  law  was  passed 
thatthev  would  not  get  the  fees  up  to  September, 
and  it  seemed  to  bim  ihat  the  ordar  should  pass. 
Mr.  Sweetser  believed  tbe  money  belonged  to 
the  collectors,  a?  <.bey  had  served  the  notices  and 
done  the  woik  for  which  the  law  allows  them  the 
fees  as  compensation.  That  the  money  was  fairly 
earned,  seems  to  be  a  fair  conclusion. 

Mr.  Kimball  nijved  to  amend  so  that  each  Col- 
lector should  be  paid  $84.14. 

Mr.  Thacber  thought  the  amendment  wrong. 
Their  salary  is  for  the  year  ending  Sept.  1, 1875-6, 
and  not  for  1874-5. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  had  some  doubts  at  first  as  to 
the  icropriety  of  passing  the  ordf-r,  but  had  con- 
cluded to  sustain  the  decision  of  tbe  committee. 
Mi.  Kimball's  amendment  was  lost. 
A  motion  to  refer  to  the  next  City  Council,  by 
Mr.  Perkins,  was  lost,  and  the  order  was  passed 
in  concurrence. 

SOOTH  STREET. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Loring  of  Ward  16,  the  vote 
whereby  was  rejected  the  resolve  and  order  for 
the  wiclenirg  of  South  street,  at  the  corner  of 
Summer  street,  at  aD  estimated  expense  of  $44,212 
was  reconsidered— 30  for,  27  against— and  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Flynn  the  matter  was  referred  to  the 
next  City  Council . 

Sent  up. 

STANDARD  LAUNDRY  MACHINERY  COMPANY. 

Mr.  Fag''  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote 
for  the  ps,  -sage  of  the  order  to  pay  $900  to  th  g 


Standard  Laurriry  Machinery  Company,  for  an 
infringement  of  their  oatents  by  certain  agents  of 
the  citv,  on  there  beirg  given  a  satista<  tory  re- 
lease and  discharge,  mtendi<  g  to  move  that  it  be 
charged  to  the  City  Hospital.  The  motion  was 
lost,  subsequently  the  rule  was  suspended  and  a 
reconsideration  prev ailed,  at  the  suggestion  of 
Mr.  Kimball,  and  the  a  ^endment  wa»  adopted. 
Sent  up. 

CITY  DOCUMENTS  BOUND. 

Mr.  Kingsbury  offered  the  foll-jwirg: 
Ordered,  That  tbe  City  Messenger  cause  to  he 
bounn  a  number  of  the  City  Documents  and 
Proceedings  of  rhe  City  Council  for  tbe  year  1875 
sufficient  to  furnish  each  member  of  the  Citv 
Council,  and  the  head«  of  the  principal  depart- 
ments of  the  City  Government,  with  a  cooy  of 
each  volume;  t he  exprnse  thereof  to  be  3hargeo 
to  tbe  appropriation  for  Punting. 
Read  twice  ana  passed.    Sent  up. 

CITY    REGISTRAR. 

On  motion  of(Mr.  Kimbali,  the  order  requesting 
the  Mavor  to  petitio ■>  the  General  Court  for  an 
act  transferring  to  the  Board  of  Health,  or  to 
some  officer  appointed  bv  rhem,  the  powers  and 
outies  now  exercised  bv  the  City  Registiar 
(printed  City  Doc.  No.  70, 1875),  substituted  for  the 
order  in  said  document  passed  by  the  Council, 
was  taktn  from  tbe  table  and  referred  to  the  next 
City  Council.    Sent  up 

REFERENCE  OF  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  Page  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  all  matters  of  an  unfinished  na- 
ture in  the  hands  of  the  several  joint  standing 
committees  be  referred  to  tbe  next  City  Council. 

Read  twi  ce  and  passed .    Seat  up. 

TRUANT  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  askea  what  crogress  had  been 
made  in  fitting  up  the  Marcella-streec  Building 
for  a  truant  school,  and  Mr.  Morri«on  said  a  sub- 
committee of  the  Building  Committee  had  con- 
ferreo  with  the  directors,  and  plans  aie  being  pre- 
pared as  rapidly  as  possible. 

THE  CLOSING  PROCEEDINGS. 

Mr.  Kimball  ot  Ward  6  in  the  chair. 
Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10  offered  tbe  following: 
Resolved,  That  t  e  thanks  of  the  Common 
Couccilare  due  and  ire  hereby  tendered  to  its 
Piesident,  Halsey  J.  Boardman,  for  the  ability, 
impartiality  and  dignity  with  which  he  has  pre- 
sided over  its  deliberations  dur.ng  tbe  past  year, 
and  for  the  courtesy  ar.d  rescect  with  which  be 
has  invariablv  treated  all  its  members. 

Mr.   Brackett— Mr.  President,  I  take     especial 
pleasure  id  offering  this  resolutior,  and  in  saying 
a  word  in  its  aavocacy;  for  I  remember  tbat  my 
membership  ot  theCouncil  began  at  the  same  time 
with  tat  Presir.ent's,threeyearsago,and  although 
durint;  this  period  we  have  occasionally  differed 
in  our  views  upon  oublic  questions  and  been  placed 
in  antagonistic  positions,  politically,  nothing  has 
ever  occunec ,  from  this  cause  or  otherwise,  to  in- 
terrupt or  m  the  least  to  mar  the  friendly  aud  cor- 
dial lelations  subsisting  between  us.    And  I  be- 
lieve that  every  gentleman  in   tnis  Oou  icil  will 
cheerfully  subscribe  to  the  statement  tbat  in   all 
hi?  official  and  personal  relations  with  tbe  Presi- 
dent he  has  uniformly  received  from  him  that  con- 
siderate attention  and  civility  and  kindness  which 
characterize  the  true  gentleman.     The  d.fficubies 
attending  tbe  discharge  of  the  duties  of  a  presio- 
ing  officer  of  a  deliberative  assembly  like  tins  are 
of  no  o.dinary  character;  to  decide  the  various 
and  unforeseeb  parliamentary  questions  that  are 
constantly  arising,  to  decide  them  p.omptlyand 
at  the  same  time  onectly,  whe.o  there  is  no  time 
to  consult  authorities  or  search  for  precedents ;  to 
draw  the  lines  in  debate  clearly  and  impartially, 
so  as  to  allow  ample  latitude  on  the  ono  hand,  and 
on  the  other  to  r;Stiam  it  from  degenerating  into 
personalities  or  wandering  to  irrelevant  matters; 
to  act  with  independence  and  at  the  same  with  a 
due  regard  to  the  feelings  of  others— these  and  the 
various  otoer  obvious  lequirements  of  the  posi- 
tion,    show     that     it     is     not     an     easy    one. 
To    the    successful     and     satisfactory     manner 
in     which     the     President    has    met    these    re- 
quirements    '-rnd    discharged     these     duties,    I 
am     happy    to    bear     my     earnest     testimony, 
and  1  feel  assured  tbat  all  the  gentlemen  com- 
prising this  assemb'v  will  join   me  in  so  doing. 
Ann  I  believe  that  it   is   a    source  ot   genuine 
res-ret  to  us  all  that  this  night  enrs  the  pleasant 
official  connection  between  us  and  tie  President 
that  has    existed    during   the   past    year.     This 
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filial  session  of  the  Council  is  always  an  irn- 
prestiv*  one.  When  men  have  been  for  a  period 
associated  together,  either  in  the  walks  of  busi 
ness,  or  in  the  discharge  ot  public  duties,  or  in  the 
paths  of  pleasure,  tne  occasion  which  terminates 
that  association  is  alwavs  one  of  mingled  pleasure 
and  regret;  of  legret,  tbat  tbey  must  separate, be- 
tween whou  kindred  experiences  have  formed  a 
bond  of  union;  ot  pleasure,  because  that  separa- 
tion is  very  apt  to  weaken  the  antipathies,  and 
strengthen  rhe  sympathies  thit  may  have  grown 
up  among  thim*.  We  nevei  realize  each  others' 
merits  so  fully  as  >»hen  we  are  about  to  pait 
company.  And  a'though  as  members  of  this 
Council  we  have  had  our  battles,  ofren  botlv 
concested,  when  passions  have  been  excited 
and  hard  words  may  have  been  uttered,  I  believe 
that  this  closing  hoar  will  heal  ail  wounds  that 
may  have  been  received,  and  soften  all  tne  as- 
pemies  that  ma;  have  been  engendered,  so 
that  we  shall  all  shake  bands  together 
asftiends  tonight,  "with  charity  towards  all  End 
malice  towards  none,"  and  with  the  pleasantest 
memories  of  the  Council  of  '75.  And  I  think  there 
is  no  act  which  will  better  tepresent  the  unity  of 
feeling  prevailing  among  us  at  this  partiog  hour, 
no  act  in  which  we  can  mow  heartily  join 
together,  than  in  rendering  a  tribute  of  praise  co 
the  President  for  the  acceptable  manner  12  which 
he  has  presided  oyer  *nd  acted  towards  us,  and  in 
publicl  v  expressing  to  him  our  cordial  good  wishes 
for  his  health,  bappinsss  ana  prosperity  in  what- 
ever field  of  effort  and  of  duty  his  future  life  may 
he  passed. 

Ihe  resolution  «as  read  twice,  and  passed  by  a 
unanimous  rising  vote. 
The  President  resumed  the  chair,  and  said  — 
Gentlemen  of  the  Common  Council— For  the 
resolution  of  approval  and  indorsement  you  have 
passed,  and  for  the  urbane  and  courteous  senti- 
ments you  have  uttered,  you  will  accept  my  most 
sincere  acknowledgments.  I  thank  you  for  them. 
1  should  be  insensible  to  tbe  most  generous  senti- 
ments of  the  heait  if  1  failed,  after  a  year's  asso- 
ciation with  vou,  to  deeply  appreciate  this  expres- 
sion of  voir  regard  and  good  will.  Though  the 
resolution  is  in  conformity  with  unvarying  pre- 
cedent, yet  to  me  it  is  clothed  with  freshness  and 
deep  significance.  I  desire  to  testify  to  you  my 
strong  sense  of  the  support  and  consi  Jerat'ion  you 
have  so  readily  extended  during  the  discharge  of 
the  frequently  delicate  and  arduous  duties  of  the 
Chan,  of  the  charitable  construction  and  judg- 
ment you  have  awarded  when  I  &ava  been  sum- 
moned to  d<?cide  upon  subjects  wn ere  opiniOLS 
are  naturally  diverse.  I  am  conscious  tbat  with 
greater  latituoe  for  deliberation,  I  might  in 
some  iostanoes  have  acted  differently;  hut 
I  am  equally  conscious  that  1  have  honest- 
ly exercised  the  best  judgment  which  op- 
portunity enabled  me  to  form,  IVe  most 
complex  and  ntarfy  insoluble  problem  that  con- 
fronted me  upon  the  threshold  of  the  year  was  to 
secure  just  and  judicious  appointments  of  the 
various  committees.  Ihelatge  number  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Council,  the  few  important  commit- 
tees, a  ad  the  general  de-ire  of  all  to  obtain  posi- 
tions upon  them,  constitute  an  msupeiable  bar- 
rier to  general  satisfaction.  Other  conoitions  are 
incident;  previous  membership  of  a  committee, 
which  is  presumed  to  confer  prescriptive  right  of 
representation  upon  ihe  same  committee, 
or  promotion  to  one  more  important;  recognition 
of  different  sections  of  the  city;  the  business, 
mental  training  and  tastes  ot  the  members,  are 
also  elements  that  must  be  weigneo  in  the  selec- 
tion. The  appointment  of  special  committees  is 
not  the  least  embarrassing  of  the  duties  cf  Ihe 
Chair,  since,  ordinarily,  they  must  be  made  hurri- 
edly, and  with  little  opportunity  for  reflection. 
How  well  I  have  observed  and  been  gov- 
erned by  these  conditio  .s  is  within  vour  prov- 
ince to  determine,  not  upon  individual  prefer- 
ences, but  on  comprehensive  grounds,  divested 
of  oattiality  or  bias;  mindful  always  tbat,  in  pure 
questions  of  judgment,  oiversity  ot  opinion  is  in- 
evitable. Whatever  maybe  your  vet  diet,  1  am 
led  to  believe,  from  knowledge  of  the  intelligent 
and  conscientious  labors  which  have  distinguished 
yourptesent  term  of  service,  that  1  have  not  fallen 
in  this  duty  fai  short  of  success.  I  should  be  rec- 
reant to  my  own  fee'.iogs  if  I  failed,  in  this  con- 
nection, to  declare  our  mutual  obligations  to  our 
veteran  clerk,  Mr.  Gregg,  for  the  punctual, efficient 
and  complete  manner  in  which  his  duties  have 
been  performed.  A  model  ot  clerical  accuracy — 
ever  preserving  -equable  temper  amid  perplexi- 
ties, and  exereiskg  wise  dioctetiou  in  the  scope  of 


his  duties — so  that,  while  he  fills  the  position  he 
does  not  t'ansgress  its  boundaries.  The  fact  that 
much  ot  the  labor  here  is  of  routine  order  has  not, 
as  it  naturalfy  might,  deprived  him  of  that  fresh- 
ness of  interest  which  monotony  and  custom,  for 
a  long  seiies  of  years,  frequently  destroy.  X 
am  sure  tbat  you  will  join  with  me  in 
the  earnest  hope  that  future  Councils  vill 
loog  enjoy  his  services  and  profit  by  his 
expedience.  In  your  discussio  s  here,  I  bave 
purposely  allowed  considerable  latitude  of 
debate,  because,  in  mv  judgment,  technical  rules 
should  not  stifle  reasonable  freedom  of  statement. 
1  ha,v~,  therefore,  aimed  to  give,  except  in  such 
cases  as  exacted  rigia  enforcement,  a  liberal  con- 
struction to  parliamentary  law.  While  many  of 
the  vants  developed  oy  the  great  fire  had  been, 
supplied  prior  to  the  cuneot  year,  yet  the  work  of 
the  Council  has  been  important,  not  on1*"  in  for- 
warding great  ente"prises  already  commenced, 
bu:  m  inaugurating  new  ones.  Admonished  by 
continued  depression  in  business  circles,  commer- 
cial disasters  and  the  prevalence  of  poverty  and 
distress,  whatever  has  involved  fresh  expendi- 
tuie  of  money  has  been  do'je,  with  few  excep- 
tiins,  only  after  careful  investigation  had  demon- 
strated that  the  public  good  required  it.  A  brief 
sketcn  of  some  ot  the  more  important  sur.jects  of 
your  deliberations  may  be  of  service  and  possibly 
of  interest.  And  first  let  me  congratulate  the 
Committee  on  Rules  and  Oruers  for  the  eminently 
useful  evork  they  have  performed  in  introducing 
more  methodical  airangement  in  the  order  of 
business  here.  The  visdom  of  their  changes  and 
system  has  abeady  become  apparent,  and  the  ben- 
ents  arising  therefrom  must  endure  beyond  the 
term  for  which  they  were  made.  The  subject  of 
water  supply,  already  settled  in  its  preliminaries, 
has  been  aovaoced  by  vour  prompt  aid  efficient 
action,  si  that  whatever  the  doubt  and  delay 
characterizing  its  incepcion,  there  has  been  no  dis- 
position to  deny  material  aid  to  secure  completion 
of  thti  necessary  works.  It  is  a  matter  of  regret 
that  tbe  liberal  appropriation  originally  made  for 
tha  Swett-street  extension  is  not  adequate  for  the 
purpose  intended.  The  fact  that  the  expendi- 
tures so  fieqtientlv  outrun  the  appropriation 
suggests  thst  in  too  many  cases  there  is  either  a 
defect  in  the  prlimioary  examination  and  esti- 
mates, or  failure  to  prudently  utilize  fbe  amount 
awarder).  The  enlargement  of  market  facilities  by 
the  occupation  of  the  lands  of  the  Mercantile  Wharf 
Company,  after  piotiacted  debate  ana  investiga- 
tion, will  rank  as  one  of  the  important  measures 
of  tb*..  year.  Your  action  relative  to  tbe  estab- 
lishment of  a  sewer  in  Mystic  Valley  will  remedy 
an  livil  tbat  has  beeu  strangely  neglected.  The 
impurities  that  were  allowed  to  freely  con- 
taminate the  daily  water  supply  of  thou- 
sands of  our  citizens,  when  the  sanitarv  condition 
of  our  city  was  so  unsatisfactory  as  to  pro- 
voke disrussioo  among  students  of  vital  statistics, 
both  in  this  country  and  Europe,  created  n'cessity 
of  action  that  certainly  was  not  taken  too  early. 
The  practical  step  taken  by  you  to  vards  the  sepa- 
ration of  truants  from  criminals — a  subject  which 
so  long  and  with  so  little  result  had  engaged  pub- 
lic attention— is  rot  second  m  consequence  to  any 
act  you  have  performed.  Every  philanthropist, 
nay,  every  man  who  believes  that  o  intact  with 
vice  contaminates,  and  that  »vil  association*  in 
the  plastic  period  of  life  are  destructive  of  virtue 
and  integrity,  will  surely  .not  fail  to  approve  the 
order.  More  than  this, he  will  wonder  that  such  a 
state  of  rhings,  this  legalized  nursery  of  ciime,  in 
this  age  and  in  this  city,  has  been  tolerated  so 
long.  The  most  vexed  question,  that  question  to 
which  the  most  careful  and  I  think  conscientious 
study  has  been  given,  is  tin  new  ciiy  charter.  No 
one,  upon  inflection,  will  claim  that  essentia) 
changes  and  modifications  are  not  desirable  in  our 
present  city  charter;  but.  sturdy  differences  of 
opinion  are  develope  i  when  changes  of  a  radical  or 
revolutionary  character  aie  urged,  and  many  who 
generally  are  lease  conservative  offer  tbe  most 
streriuoii"  opposition.  It miy  or  may  not  be  a  mis- 
fortune that  the  subject  has  not  been  tit  finitely 
settled  during  the  current  yc.r.  It  certainly  is 
fortunate  that  it  has  received  sucn  thorough  in- 
vestigation at  the  hands  of  the  committee  and  so 
full  (Fi  "cussion  in  the  Council.  From  this  inves- 
tigation and  discussion  valuable  information  will 
be  transmitted  to  those  who  will  hereafter  be 
called  upon  to  act  in  this  matter.  The  improve- 
ments made  upon  Madison  square  and  Orchard 
park  commend  themselves  to  all  who  appreciate 
the  importance  that  public  grounds  possess  in  a 
thickly-settled  city,  ministeiing  as  they  do  in  an 
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essential  degree  to  the  health  and  enjoj  ment  ot  its 
inhabitants.  That  ancient  heritage,  ths  Boston 
Corurnon,  has  obtained  rrom  you  a  seal  of  con- 
demnation upon  any  attempt  to  appiopiiate  its 
nisio  ic  precincts.  The  barrier  erect  d  io  not  ma- 
terially imposing  or  formidable:  but,  morally,  not 
Ossa  piled  on  Pelioo  would  be  more  difficult  to 
scale;  anc  composure  and  serenity  are  restored  to 
that  large  class  who  reeoanize  in  this  enclosure  an 
antidote  to  the  street-widening  distemper.  Time 
will  not  permit  me  to  comment  on  many  other 
subject'- that  you  have  acted  upon,  such  as  the 
ledivision  of  the  wards  of  the  city,  impor- 
tant changes  in  ordinances,  and  ihe  many 
imoroveuients  that  have  been  created  tniouahout 
the  city.  I  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  my 
perr.oual  gratification  at  the  action  of  the  Council 
at  it-  last  mep'ing  in  non-concurrir  a-  witb  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  in  regard  to  the 
widening  of  South  street:  it  was  clear  thai  the 
wideuiug  would  be  a  public  con  Tenience,  evt-n  if 
it  old  not  entei  into  the  doixiain  of  public  neces- 
sity; yet  the  abS'ilure  necessity  of  retrecchuient 
in  the  present  financial  condition  of  the  city  rea- 
ders you  •  action  *  01  thy  of  high  commendatiOT. 
It  is  u  be  hoppd  'hat  the  p.i  mciple  applied  in  this 
case  will  find  frcque of  application  in  the  future, 
and,  so  long  as  our  city  shall  rest  nuclei  rhe  shadow 
of  commercial  gloom,  tne  piinciole  th-t  in  all 
matters  of  expenditure  the  qui- sr ion  is  not  one  ot 
expediency  or  desirability,  botof  prime  necessity. 
The  most  memoraole  event  of  the  year  ir  which 
you  have  participated  is  toe  celebration  of  the 
hundredth' anniversary  of  the  great  battlefields  of 
Massachusetts.  Concud  ano  Lexiugton  re- 
hearsed the  story  of  their  Revolutionary  sires  in 
the  voices  of  sons  as  eloquent  and  as  lr  spiring 
as  the  orators  whose  utterances  a  hundred 
yeais  befo'-e  had  made  these  battlefields 
possible.  And  as  the  battles  of  Coccord  and 
Lexiugton  created  the  military  ardor  that  culmi- 
nated io  Banker  Hill,  so  the  celebration  ot  the 
anniversary  of  tnose  battles  aroused  enthusiasm 
for  the  grander  celebration  that  followed.  Not 
the  least  felicity  of  the  annexation  of  our  sister 
city  was  the  reception  within  the  confines  of 
Boston  of  this  battlefield,  so  that  upon  the  Cen- 
tenniiil  celebration  the  old  Cradle  of  Liberty  and 
the  shaft  of  Bunker  Hill  weie  within  the  borders 
of  one  muViicipality.  How  significant  that  cele- 
bration was!  How  it  awoke  memories  of  that 
mot--  rectDt  contest — but  before  Noitheru  indig- 
nation, at  recollection  of  its  sacrifices,  could  find 
voice,  behold, the  olive  brauch  of  peaceand  good- 
will was  extended  in  person  by  the  very  men  who 
fougnt  so  gallantly  to  sevei  that  Union  which 
their  fathers  and  our  latbeis,  side  by  side,  one 
hundred  y<?ars  ago,  lought  to  maintain.  The 
splendid  military  and  civic  display,  the  exhibi- 
tions ot  trade  and  the  artisan's  skdl,  all  con- 
spired to  sbotf  results  worthy  of  suffering 
and  self-sacrifice.  The  marvellous  oraer  ot 
tne  assembled  thousands  on  that  day  will 
not  be  f 01  gotten.  This  order  was  not  the  sole 
product  of  police  regulations,  admirable  as  they 
were.  Rather  was  it  the  result,  as  has  been 
claimed,  of  the  education  and  culture  that  have 
been  so  liberally  diffused  among  our  wtiole  peo- 
ple. They  are  tauabt  self-respect;  they  reach  by 
logical  deduction  their  own  conclusions.  There  is 
no  rt-al  divisiou  or  line  of  demarcation  on  vital 
questions  among  our  citizens.  Their  education  is 
too  broad  and  sound..  How  repugnant  to  good 
citizenship  is  the  theory  that  a  large  class  are 
opposed    to   good  government,  or  on    the   other 


hand  that  the  strong  are  coaspiriaa  against  the 
weak.  The  mutual  interdependence  of  all  classes 
absolutely  refutes  it.  Such  a  theory  is  pofent 
only  with  the  unobservant  in  one  case,  and  the 
ignorant  i  n  the  other.  Th^  educated  masses  ate 
not  easilv  deceived,  and  they  perceive  the  advan- 
tages of  honest  and  capable  government  too 
cleailv  not  to  stuve  for  it.  6giit  tor  it,  if  necss- 
sary  die  for  it.  Thetefore,  this  anniversary,  in  its 
observance,  was  full  of  promise  for  oor  form  oE 
eoveroment — full  of  promise  tor  the  tone  and 
temper  ot  our  citizens — this  order  in  time  of 
peace— the  gallantry  displayed  in  the  late  war,  are 
symools  that  the  qualities  of  the  founders  of  this 
Commonwealth  and  this  city  live  after  them  and 
shill  endure  foieuer. 

"The  Pilgrim  spirit  has  not  fled; 

It  walks  in  noon's  proud  light, 
And  it  watches  the  bed  of  the  glorious  dead, 

With  the  holy  stars  by  night; 
It  watches  the  bed  of  the  brave  who  have  bled, 

And  shall  watch  this  ice-bound  shore 
Till  the  waves  of  the  bay  where  the  Mayflower  lay 

Shall  foam  and  freeze  no  more." 
One  of  our  number,  Mi.  Edward  J.Long,  who 
entered  with  zeal  <.nd  devotion  upon  ihe  discharge 
of  his  duties  at  the  begioumg  of  the  year,  has 
passed  from  toisaudall  earihly  scenes.  A  man 
of  integrity  and  aoilitv,  conspicuous  for  fidelity  in 
all  tt>e  relation^  of  life,  he  suffered  witb  Tare  pa- 
tience and  Christian  fortitude  a  long  and  painful 
sickness,  until  death  released  him,  and  he  enteied 
mtj  bij  rest.  When  our  memories  waoder  back 
and  brina  bet">ie  us  our  lost  frieods  and  as- 
sociates, we  shall  not  fail  to  rhmK  kindly  and 
tenderly  of  his  name.  In  conclusion,  accept 
my  renewed  than&s  for  the  spirit  of  forbear- 
arce  that  has  mart? ed  your  deliberations;  for 
the  harmony  that  has  risen  above  and  soft- 
ened the  asperities  of  debate.  The  unusually 
large  nnmbri  ot  forty  members,  at  the  close  of 
this  session,  lethe  from  the  Council.  It  is  no  dis- 
paragement to  those  who  will  take  their  places  to 
say  it  is  unfortunate  that  the  ci'v  should  b- de- 
prived of  the  services  of  so  many  whose  experience 
is  of  value.  It  is  t.o  be  hoped  that  i  bey  will  not 
lose  their  regard  for  the  ''ity's  welfare,  but  will, 
though  in  less  conspicuous  nlace,  exhibit  that  pu- 
blic spirit  which  good  citizens  in  private  life  too 
oflen  neglect.  And  permit  me,  also,  to  express 
confidence  that  those  of  you  «ho  remain  will  labor 
with  uoabated  zeal  for  the  highest  good  of  the 
great  municipality  which  you  represent.  The  rec- 
ord of  the  Common  C  jubciI  of  1875  is  closed. 
Its  acts  cannot  now  be  reconsidered.  They 
have  passed  into  histo.y.  And  as  we  stand 
amid  the  asheo  of  the  dying  year  and  remem- 
ber how  swif tlv  that  year  and  all  years  have  fled, 
—  as  we  realize  how  little  now  seem  the  strifes  and 
differences  over  which  our  passions  have  been 
roused,  we  might  wed  with  the  preacher  of  old 
sadly  compl*in  of  the  vanity  of  human  lite.  Bur, 
a  higher  faith  teaches  that  the  lower  and  baser 
sentiments  only  are  fleeting,  that  virtue  and  good 
works  have  immortal  bloom.  As  we  now  leave 
this  Council  Chamber  for  the  lact  time  together,  I 
am  confident  we  all  feel  a  satisfaction  arising  from 
a  sense  of  having  done  the  public  some  service, 
and  haviog  here  formed  friendships  which  we 
shall  "not  wtllinglv  let  die." 

On  motion  ot  Mr.  Flyn  o  of  "Ward  7,  the  Presi- 
dent was  requested  to  furnish  a  copy  of  his  fare- 
well address,  that  the  same  may  be  printed  in  doc- 
ument form. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5,  the  Council 
adjourned  sine  die. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JANUARY    1,    1876. 


Adjourned  meeting  at  I  P.  M.,  Alderman  Clark, 
Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors    were  drawn  for  tbe 
January  term  of  the  Superior  Criminal  Courc. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATION. 

Special  Police  Officer — Mattin  P.  Brigharn,  for 
Winthrop-street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Police  Officer— Waldo  B.  Lailer. 
Severally  confirmed. 

ORDER  TO  PAY  DEPUTY  COLLECTORS  VETOED. 

The  following  was  re  'eived  : 

Executive  Department,  ) 
Boston,  Jan.  i,  1876.     ) 

To  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  City  of  Boston 
Gentlemen — I  deem  it  my  duty  to  return  without 
appioval,  to  lhe  branch  in  which  it  originated,  an 
order  to  pay  P.  V.  Buifiuch  and  others  ihe  sum  of 
$3,260.05  ia  compensation  for  services  -endered  bv 
tnem  as  deputy  collectors.  The  General  Court  of 
1875  passea  a  a  act  (chap.  176)  providing  that 
all  fees  tor  the  collection  or  taxet;  and 
other  debts  due  toe  city,  should,  after 
the  first  day  of  September  va  t.iat  year, 
be  paid  into  the  city  treasury,  and  become 
the  property  of  tha  city,  and  authorizing  tbe  City 
Council  to  pay  collectors  from  that  time  forward 
a  dermic  salary.  It  is  represented  that  certain 
services  were  performed  by  the  deputy  collectors 
holding  office  in  August,  the  f-es  for  which  were 
not  paid  info  the  treasury  antil  after  the  first  of 
September,  the  aare  at  woich,  under  the  act.  of 
the  Legislature  and  the  order  of  the  City  Couacil, 
a  statea  annual  compensation  began  to  be  paid. 
It  appears  that  the  fees  actually  distributed  among 
these  office  s  for  the  year  ending  September 
first,  they  giving  a  portion  o-Jy  ot  their 
tim«  to  the  city,  amounted  to  more  than 
the  sum  whicb  the  City  Council  deemed  sufficient 
for  tbe  compensation  of  such  officeis,  who  are  re- 
quired, to  give  their  whole  time  to  the  city  curing 
the  ensuing  year.  That  being  the  fact,  aud  it 
bf-ing  -admitted  that  t^e  persons  named  in  the 
order  have  no  legal  claim,  I  do  cot  feel  authorized 
to  sanction  the  payment. 

Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor. 

The  question  was  upon  the  passage  ot  the  order 
over  the  Mayor's  vetu. 

Alderma  .  Burrage— The  people  of  Boston  are 
agaia  indebted  to  his  Honor  tbe  Mayor  for  his 
vigilance  in  guarding  their  interests.  By  his  ac- 
tion in  this  matter  he  b as,  I  trust,  oot  only  pre- 
vented the  uo 'awful  caking  or'  money  from  the 
treasury,  but  has  also  save:!  the  Government  from 
being  placed  in  a  false  position,  and  tne  conse- 
quences that  might  be  entailed  by  the  establish- 
ment of  a  bad  piecedent.  The  report  ot  the  Joint 
Com  nittse  on  Claims,  recommending  the  p^.ssage 
ot  this  order,  which  ia  to  take  mooey  from  the 
trtsiMiij  and  give  it  as  a  gratuity  (i.ot  on  account 
of  any  legal  claim),  to  certain  officeis  in  the  Col- 
lector's Department,  was  such  a  surprise  that  I 
tailed  at  the  time  to  express  my  reasons  for  op- 
posing the  ordtr  <*s  fully  or  as  clearly  as 
I  desired.  It  is  not  aveired,  either  by  the 
claimants  orthe  "ou. mitt*  e,  that  there  is  any  legal 
claim, hence  my  astonishment  that  the  Committee 
on  Claims  who  have  heretofore,  as  I  understand, 
uniformly  based  toeir  action  on  cases  that  have 
come  before  tuem  strictly  upoD  tt-e  legality  ot  the 
claiM"  piesented,  should" bring  in  a  report  of  this 
character.  It  is  certain  that  if  they  had  generally 
allowed  themselves  to  decide  claims  upon  equi- 
table gro  mds,'we  should  not  have  had  so  many  re- 
ports of  leave'to  withdraw  from  that  committee, 
the  treasury  would  have  been  considerably  de- 
pleted, and  the  taxes  for  the  coming  year  materi- 
ally increased.  It  being  admitted  by  all  that  this 
is  not  a,  legal  claim,  the  question  aiises,  Is  there  a 
lawful  ;/ay  of  payicg  from  public  funds  an  illegal 
claim?  by  wiatute,  the  fees  fur  collection  of  taxes 
prior  to  Sept.  1,  1875,  we.  t  to  the  Collector  of 
Tax-s.  He  appointed  his  deputies,  and  gave 
shem  such  compensation  for  their  services  a3 
•was  mutually  "agieect  upon.  The  deputies 
were  responsible  tohim,acd  he  was  respoDsible 
to  the  city.    The  city  only  appointed  th&m  con- 


stables arid  held  the  bonds  required  from  such 
officers.  Their  year  commenced  Sept.  1,  and  end- 
ed with  Aug.  31,  and  it  has  oeen  stated  by  a  mem- 
ber of  this  committee  in  the  other  braccb,  that  it 
was  in  evidence  before  the  comiuttee  that  it  has 
always  been  the  custom  when  the  office  of  a  dep- 
uty become  vacant  from  any  cause,  to  ba«e  (tie 
calculation  of  the  sum  cue  him  upon  tbe  amount 
of  fees  collected  before  tbe  first  day  of  September. 
Not  upon  prospective  fees,  st=ps  for  the  coll-ction 
of  which  had  been  taken.  And  the  actiou  ot  the 
deputies  in  going  to  the  Legislature  aud  getting 
the  act  of  May  3, 1875,  for  the  reorganization  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  changed  so  that  tbe  section 
in  respect  to  the  fees  ivould  not  taue  effect  until 
after  Sept.  1,  shows  that  such  was  their  under, 
tranding  of  the  matter. 

I  do  not  see  how  any  one  can  have  any  doubt  as 
to  the  meaning  of  tbe  third  section,  which  is  as 
follow-;:  "Sect.  3.  All  tees,  changes  arjj;  commis- 
sions, of  every  kind  s,ud  desciiption  allowed  by 
lav*  for  the  collection  ot  taxes,  betterments,  rates 
and  assessments  of  everv  kina.  to  an.y  person  or 
persons  authorized  to  collect  the  same  within  the 
city  of  Boston,  shall,  aftet  toe  first  day  of  Sep- 
tember, eighteen  nundied  and  seventy-five,  be 
collected  tnd  paid  by  such  persons  into  the  treas- 
ury of  the  cifv  of  Boston,  and  shall  become  tbe 
property  of  such  city.  The  said  citv  is  hereby 
authorized  to  pay  to  such  persons  such  compensa- 
tion for  tneir  services  as  the  City  Council  suall 
from  tirae  to  time  aetsjmine."  Nothing  could  be 
clesiei.  After  the  first  nay  of  September,  1875, 
the  Collector  or  his  d9puties  are  to  collect 
all  fees,  etc.,  and  nay  them  into  the  treasury 
ot  the  city  ot  Boston,  and  they  shall  become  the 
property  of  said  city.  How  exceedingly  awkward 
it  wouln  have  been  if  the  act  had  not  been  thus 
explicit.  There  are  taxes  that  will  yet  be  collect- 
ed that  nave  been  due  from  one  to  five  years;  if 
tne  Collector  or  his  deputies  were  entitled  to  any 
of  tbe  tees  to  be  collected,  they  would  be  entitled 
to  all  of  them.  It  will  be  remembered  that  this  is 
law  made  by  the.  Legislature,  the  sovereign  power. 
The  money  received  for  the  tees  in  question  lias 
been  paiu'into  the  treaury  of  toe  city  ot  Boston, 
in  accordance  with  law,  ic  is  now  the  piopertyof 
said  city,  and  n,  cannot  be  paid  out  except  ia  ac- 
cordaoce  with  law.  I  am  no  lawyer,  but  I  do  not 
think  the  ciiy  of  Boston  cau  legally  assess  taxes 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  this  money  to  these  pe 
titioners  wituout  at  least  first  getting  authority 
to  do  so  from  the  Legislature. 

So  much  for  the  legal  aspect  of  tbe  ca-e.  Now 
let  us  see  if  these  petitioners  are  unfortunate 
victims  and  sufferers  by  tbe  inexorable  operation 
of  la™.  Por  the  year  eadiog  Sept.  1,  1875,  tb£y 
received  $1888  pach,  and  four  of  tfaem  aced  as 
assessors  for  100  uays  at  $7.00  per  clay,  arid  three 
of  thsm,  at  least,  as  second  assessors  at  $6.00  per 
day;  whereas  they  are  now  only  receiving  $1600 
per  annum,  and  for  that  sum  are  to  devote  their 
whole  time  to  the  service  ot  the  Collectoi 's  De- 
partment. As  was  said  at  the  last  meeting  of  rhe 
Boarct,  it  is  known  that  tut  amount  they  received 
from  the  late  Treasurer  an  1  Collector  n^ver  ex- 
ceeded $1750  per  anoum.  If  they  were  to  receive 
the  sum  given  them  by  the  committee,  their 
respective  salaries  from  Sept.  1, 1874,  to  Sept.  1, 
1875,  would  be  $2105.47.  Add  to  this  the 
sum  which  < ach  would  receive  if  tbe  aggre- 
gate of  the  pay  received  foi  se/vioes  in  th->  As- 
sessors Department,  say  $4600— by  the  seven  depu- 
ties who  also  served  as  assessor.",  was  equally  di- 
vided amongst  tbe  fifteen  deputies;  ana  the  sal- 
ary of  each  for  that  year  is  raiseu  to  $2412.13, 
Therefore  .it  app  ars  that  they  have  not  suffered 
f  10m  che  law  or  in  fact.  Thut  n  the  first  place 
they  bave  not  a  claim  upon  our  sympathy  on  ac- 
count of  having  received  inadequate  compensa- 
tion; and  in  the  second  place,  if  they  bad  such  a 
claim,  it  could  cot  oe  lawfully  satisfied  in  the 
manner  proposed  by  this  order. 

Alderman  Wortuington — I  did  not  intend  to  say 
anything  in  regatd  to  this  claim.  If  tbe  Mayor 
sees  fit  to  take,  the  responsibility  of  vetoing  I 
have  no  objections.  I  have  no  feeling  initwbat- 
evec  in  regard  to  the  matter.  1  believe  it  is  equit- 
ably oue,  and  issucb  reported  the  order  to  the 
Board  of  Aldenneo  by  vote  of  a  majority  to."  the 
committee.  But  I  do  inteno  to  respond  te  ibe 
attack  made  upon  the  Committee  on  Claims  and 
impugning  their  motives. 
Aloerman  Bun  age — I  matte  no  such  attack. 
Alderman  Wortuington— Yes,  you  bave.  It  is 
said  the  law  does  not  sanction  the  payment;  but 
every  man  who  looked  into  it  knew  that  an  agree- 
ment had    been  made  by  the  late  treasurer,  Mr. 
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Tracy,  and  that  this  mot  ey  was  earned  before  the 
lirst  day  of  September,— otberwise  tbe  order  would 
not  have  been  repotted  beie.  And  tbe  gentleman 
now  talks  about  the  committee  having  done  their 
duty  up  to  this  time,  and  have  now  been  dirfclect. 

Aldermaa  Burrage — I  wish  to  deny  auy  imputa- 
tion udoii  tbe  committee.    1  only  slated  a  fact. 

Alderman  Woithington— I  say  be  has  been  im- 
pugning our  motives  i^  making  the  leport,  and 
that  I  object  to  in  toto.  We  looted  into  t36  case 
and  ascertained  that  the  arrangement  made  with 
tbe  collectors  by  Mr.  Tracy  was  tbat  they  should 
have  the  tees  uo  to  the  first  of  September,  che 
same  as  they  bad  had  for  years  before  Tbis  law 
was  ma:  e  to  go  ioto  effect  00  tbe  first  of  Septem- 
ber, tbat  thev  might  >iave,  the  fees  up  to  tbat  time; 
buf  by  tbe  election  of  Mr.  Sbetwiu  as  Collector 
before  that  tii.ie  ihe  sale  did  not  take  place  until 
after  that  time,  and  tbe  majority  of  the  committee 
considered  that  they  weie  equitably  entitled  to 
the  fees  earnec  before  then.  I  repeat  again,  tbat 
the  cnairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  Mr. 
Codman,  said  that  to  one  of  tbe  collectors  and 
it  was  confirmed  by  tbe  chairm&u  of  the 
Committee  on  Legislative  Matters,  who  testified 
that  it  was  not  m  t oniemplation  to  cutoff  the  fees 
earnel  before  th;  first  of  Septembei  So  tbe  com- 
mittee repot  ted  as  they  did,  1  say  the  prepared 
bpeech  delivered  at  this  lata  houi  is  not  justified 
by  any  of  the  facts  presented.  No  one  has  sup- 
posed tbat  it  was  a  legal  claim.  Tbe  award  was 
mace  solely  upon  the  ground  that  it  «as  an  equit- 
able claim,  anc  as  such  tbe  order  passed  this 
Boar  i.  And  the  Alderman  talks  about  tbe  salary 
of  $2100  tbat  the  collectors  will  receive.  What 
have  v.e  to  do  with  tbat?  If  they  made  toat 
agieement  with  Mr.  Tracy,  we  had  nothing  to 
do  but  to  pay  this  money,  even  if  they  oaol 
$2500  salaiv.  The.  geutlemau  has  no  right  to 
stand  up  here  and  deprive  them  of  what  tbey 
nave  earned.  It  is  tot  the  way  man  deals 
with  man.  There  is  an  honor  among  men 
wbich  should  have  sfopued  him  from  making, 
such  lemarks  made  here.  Aud  he  talks  about 
theie  being  no  occasion  for  sympathy.  There  is 
none.  But  there  is  an  occasion  for  nonesty  wnen 
one  man  makes  &a  arrangement  with  another. 
I  say  we  are  justified  by  toe  facts  in  regard  to 
this  matter;  but  I  bave  notaiug  more  to  sav  about 
it.  His  Honoi  the.  Mayor  has  taken  the  responsi- 
bility of  vetoing  it,  and  so  be  it.  Bat  1  do  intend 
to  defend  the  motive  of  tun  Committee  on  Claims, 
which  I  consider  hrsbeen  attacked  at  this  late 
hour  of  the  session. 

Alderman  O'Brien— What  appears  to  be  very 
strange  in  this  matter  is  that  ihe  veto  message  of 
the  Mayor  should  be  presented  and  followed  im- 
mediately with  the  written  speech  of  the  Alder- 
man in  favor  of  that  message,  without  any  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  Claims  kuowing  anything 
about  it.  I  say  the  commifee  wee  perfectly  jus- 
tified in  doing  what  they  did  in  this  busiuess. 
Thev  summoned  the  City  Treasurer  befoie  them, 
and  he  said  the  collectors  were  entitled  to  every 
cent  that  they  claimed.  The  committee  called 
the  new  City  Collector  before  them,  and  be  stated 
tbat  the  deputies  »  ere  entitled  to  the  claim,  so  far 
as  he  could  learn.  What  did  the  committee  do? 
They  ascertained  tbat  it  was  not  a  legat 
claim  against  the  city;  but  that,  owing  to 
the  death  ot  Mi.  Tracy,  the  large  sale  of 
property,  for  which  these  genleuun  did  all 
the  work  before  Sept.  1st,  was  postponed  for  a 
month  on  account  of  the  change  in  the  coll  ctor- 
ship  before  that  date.  If  that  sale  had  not  been 
postponed— if  ic  had  taken  place  in  August 
asitu-ually  does— a  large  amount  of  lees  would 
have  gone  iuto  th°  hands  of  these  deputy  collect- 
ors. As  tbat  sale  was  postponed  uudet  crcum- 
staaces  over  which  the  deputies  had  to  cocUol, 
tbe  commi'tee  believed  they  weie  entitled  to  the 
one  month  s  additional  assessments  that  came  in 
after  Sept.  1st,  ard  that  that  was  the  equity  of  the 
matter.  I  believe  the  Committee  on  Claims  have 
attended  to  their  duty  as  serio  :->!v  and  with  as 
much  intelligence  as  sny  other  committee  in  City 
HaH,  and  their  recorc  will  show  it. 

Alderman  Buirage—  I  think  the  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Claims  is  utnecessarily  excit- 
ed. I  certainly  did  not  intend  to  speak  disrespect- 
fully of  the  motives  of  the  committee;  I  only 
pointed  out  their  inconsistency.  I  know  it  is  one 
of  the  best  committees  v.e  have  had  this  year; 
that  they  have  done  their  duty  most  faithfully 
and  guarded  the  treasury  most  vigilantly.  I  only 
spoke  of  this  as  an  exeeptioo.  I  only  called  at- 
tention to  vsbatl  considered  would  be  the  begin- 
ning of  a  most  dangerous  practice.    I  an  satisfied 


upon  reflection  that  the  committee  "ill  see  that 
they  have  deviated  a  little  from  their  general 
practice  in  considering  claims  like  this.  It  would 
be  far  from  me  to  cast  any  reflection  upoo  any 
committee,  especially  such  an  able  one  as  tbi«,  all 
the  members  of  wbicb  I  bigbly  esteem.  I  would 
not  do  tbe  fii  st  thing  to  impugn  their  motives.  I 
only  pointed  out  their  inconsistency. 

Alderman  Quincy — A  majority  of  the  lfgal  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  on  Claims  were  m  favor  ot 
the  report,  on  tbe  ground  that  if  there  ever  was  a 
case  in  which  money  rot  legally  'ecoveiable  in 
court  might  be  paid  by  the  city,  this  w^s  such  a 
one.  This  was  a  case  in  *hich  there  was  money 
in  the  city  treasury  wbich  had  been  obtained  from 
tbe  taxpayeis  on  the  grouid  tbat  it  was  to  be  paid 
to  certain  persons  for  services  already  rendered  ; 
and  we  took  the  ground  that  if  we  transacted  the 
city's  business  as  «<b«ould  0'ir  owo,  and  evsn 
paid  out  money  not  legally  recoverable,  this 
was  such  a  case.  That  monev  seemed  to  burn  in 
our  pockets,  and  it  belonged  to  us  equitably  to 
those  who  had  performed  the  service  of  collecting 
it  from  delinquent  taxpayers.  But  His  Honor  has 
taken  the  resooosibility  of  saying  teat  we  should 
not  pay  meney  not  legally  recoverable  in  the 
courts,  and  for  one  I  will  bow  to  it. 

Alderman  Burrage— I  was  not  present  when  tbis 
question  first  came  before  this  Boatd,  or  I  should 
nave  voted  against  the  passage  ot  the  order.  I 
don't  know  any  reason  why  it  could  be  i<  ferred  to 
be  a  censure  of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  if  we 
voted  against  a  lecommendation  of  theirs.  Of 
course  it,  becomes  a  duty  of  members  ot  this 
Board,  iD  the  discharge  of  their  office,  to  consider 
every  question  them-elves ;  and  1  don't  know  why 
the  committee  should  feel  that  in  this  case  it  is 
meant  to  be  a  reflection  upon  them,  a&y  more  than 
in  any  other  case.  It  is  well-known  that  the  com- 
mittee, as  a  general  thing,  have  decided  all  ques- 
tions stricrly  upo  >  th"ir  legality.  Claims  come 
here  from  poor  starving  peonle  on  account  of 
accidents,  which  are  coflegal ;  but  the  committee, 
notwithstanding  that  all  the  dictates  of  human- 
ity ano  sympathy  would  s* em  to  justify  an  award 
of  something,  are  obliged  to  give  thsm  leave 
to  withdraw.  I  sbou'd  suppose  tbey  would  have 
followed  tbe  same  course  in  this  case,  for  it  seems 
to  me  there  is  nothing  in  it  to  prompt  tbe  action 
they  took,  (Kxceot  sympathy  tor  the  collectors. 
The  cause  for  sympathy  in  this  case  is  not  to  be 
compared  with  that  in  many  others  which  have 
come  betoe  them.  Of  coutss  thev  know  and  feel 
t;bat  it  is  a  daucerous  precedent  to  set,  asd  that 
we  should  stand  by  th&  law  and  the  advice  of  our 
legal  adviser.  For  that  reason  I  shall  vote  to  sus- 
tain the  veto  of  bis  Honor  the  Mayor,  and  call  for 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

Tne  order  was  rejected—  veas  3,  nays  9: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Stebbins,  Worthing- 
ton— 3. 

Nays— Aldermen  Burrage,  Clatk,  Harris,  O'Brien, 
Pope,  Power,  Prescott,  Quincey,  Viles— 9. 

PAPERS  FKOM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  FOR  CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Order  for  binding  of  sufficient  documents  for 
each  member  and  heads  ofprincipa1  denartmeuts. 
Passeo. 

Order  refer tmg unfinished  business  iq  hands  of 
joint  committers  to  next  City  Council.     Passed. 

Ihe  majority  and  minority  reports  on  duties  of 
City  Registrar,  etc.,  came  up  referred  to  next  City 
Council.    Concurred. 

SOUTH  STREET. 

A  resolve  and  order  to  widen  South  street,  at 
corterot  Summer  street,  came  up  re!enedto 
next  City  Council. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  trust  tbe  Board  will  not 
concur  with  the  Common  Council  iu  the  reference 
of  this  matter  to  the  next  City  Council.  It  is  true 
this  Board  will  not  commit  itself  by  taking  such 
action  as  that,  but  it  seems  to  me  to  be  more  ap- 
proptiate  to  indefinitely  postpone  tbis  whole  mat- 
ter, as  1  think  we  shall  meet  the  se^se  of  ihe  tax- 
payers of  tbe  city  if  we  pat  our  seal  of  conoemna- 
tion  upon  any  more  expensive  street  wioenings  at 
the  oreseut  time,  and  even  for  'one  rime  to  come. 
It  is  proposed  to  commence  the  widening  of  South 
strest  by  laking  the  corner  lot,  assessed 
at  twenty-eight  dollars  a  foot.  Even  at  tbat  price 
I  haye  understood  that  the  o  sner  would  refuse  to 
release  it  to  the  city.  Ioasmuch  as  tots  would  be 
out  the  commencement  of  a  project  wbich  would 
certainly  cost  the  cifyof  Boston  half  a  million 
dollars,  before  it  is  complerea  ;  and  inasmuch  as  I 
believe  tbe  fijances  of  the  city  are  do»  such  as  to 
warrant  us  in  entertaining  any  proposition  of  tt\is 
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kind  at  the  pre  ent  time,  I  hope  tbe  matter  will 
riot  be  referred  to  the  next  City  OoudciI,  but  that 
this  Board  will  indefinitely  postpone  it,  ana  there- 
by express  their  opinion  m  regard  to  this  expen- 
sive street  wioeoi.;g.  I  move  the  incetinite  post- 
ponement )i  the  oruer. 

The  resoive  and  order  were  indefinitely  post- 
poned in  non-concurre-Ece. 

SWETT  STREET. 

The  orders  for  raising  of  grade  of  New  York  & 
New  England  Railroad  and  for  a  loan  of  $112,000 
tber»for  came  up  with  the  order  to  raise  the 
grade  amended  by  adorns,  "The  expense  thereof 
to  be  caarged  10  the  amount  heretofore  appro- 
priated for  Sweit-street  extension";  and  saia  or- 
der passed  instead  of  the  second  order  for  a  I  an. 

Aldsrman  Prescott— I  would  aik  the  Committee 
on  Stieets  what  will  be  the  condition  of  this  mat- 
ter if  the  order  pa-ses  as  it  came  from  the  Com- 
mon Council. 

Alderman  Power  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  C'ark— I  didn't  expect  to  have  the 
pleasure  of  making  any  further  remarks  upon  the 
extevision  of  Swatt  street.  The  subject  has  taken 
considerable  of  the  time  and  att  ntion  of  rhis,  as 
well  as  of  che  former  Board;  but  I  embrace  this 
opportucityt  o  say  chat,  notwithstanding  <b very- 
thing  that  has  been  said  against  it  in  thi«  Board 
and  in  the  other  branches,  no  project,  has  ever 
been  undertaken  witn  a  more  hoaest  and  sincere 
intention  to  benefit  the  city  than  this  same  Swttt- 
street  extension;  and  thit  no  project  has 
ever  been  pursued  with  more  eonomy  or 
better  labor  for  the  public  welfare.  From 
the  original  estimate  of  the  Street  Com- 
missioners, th*  Commoa  Council  struck  off 
$100,000,  the  estimate  for  raisins  the  grade  of  tie 
railroad  and  building  th  >  oridge,  and  an  appro- 
priation of  $376,000  was  made.  The  estimate  for 
building  the  street  and  completing  the  entire 
work  was  $476,000.  That  $100,000  «*as  stricken  off 
because  members  of  the  Common  Council  opposed 
10  this  measure  paid  the  railroad  could  be  com- 
peted to  raise  the  track  themselves  andpay for  it. 
Gentlemen  in  the  other  branch,  well  posted  in  le- 
gal lore,  having  oeeu  long  years  m  the  practice  of 
the  law  and  being  familiar,  with  legislative  mat- 
ters ac  the  State  House,  having  so  construed  the 
la'v,  when  it  same  down  herewe  took  it  for  grant- 
ed that  they  were  right,  and  therefore  concurred 
in  the  passage  of  the  order  jpith  the  $100,000  stiick- 
ea  off.  After  the  forcible  statements  ot  the  legal 
members  of  the  other  branch,  we  had  a  light  to  be- 
lieve that  the  city  could  conjee'  the  railroad  to  raise 
its  tracks  at  any  time  the  ciry  might  see  fit,  and 
compel  it  to  pay  the  bills.  The  wotk  was  duly  ad- 
vertised in  tbe  public  papers,  and  tbe  fllmng  was 
let  out  at  $4  a  square,  instead  of  $6,— fifty  per 
cent,  less  than  the  estimates  made  by  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  Streets.  The  bridges  ana  sluiceways 
were  all  erected  and  completea  in  tbe  most  thor- 
oughly workmanlike  manner,  and  at  a  very  great 
reduction  from  the  estimates  made  by  the  Street 
Commissioners. 

Alderman  Harris— It  was  33y3  per  cent,  less,  not 
fifty. 

Alderman  Clark— Twenty -five  per  cent,  would 
have  satisfied  me.  It  is  very  seldom  I  make  any 
allusion  to  what  has  been  said,  or  has  taken  place 
in  the  other  branch;  but  here  has  been  an  intima- 
tion  that  this  Swett-street  matter,  from  beginning 
to  end,  was  a  put-up  job— that  members  ot  this 
Government,  perhaps,  were  interested  in  putting 
it  through.  Now,  I  not  only  wish  to  say  that 
there  is  co  job  iu  this  matter,  as  has  been  inti- 
mated in  the  other  branch,  but  I  wish  to  deny  the 
intimation  that  anv  mtmoerof  the  B  ard  tf  Al- 
deimen  or  Coajtnon  Conceal  has  a  dollar's  interest 
in  putting  through  this  street ;  aad  I  wish  to  add 
tint  this  measure  has  been  accomplished  thus  tar 
at  justttie  figures  th->  proposals  were  handed  in  for, 
an.i  at  a  much  less  price  than  was  at  first  estimated; 
that  the  filling  has  orogressed  in  the  most  sat- 
isfactory manner  at  $4  per  square,  and  that  not  a 
dollar  has  been  spent  more  than  is  necessary,  to 
my  be?t  knowleoge.  So  much  tor  the  manner  in 
which  Swett  street  has  progressed  up  to  the  pres- 
ent t'We,  and  I  am  happy  to  say  that  it  looks  now 
as  if  the  street  will  be  completed,  the  grade  of  the 
railroad  raided  and  the  bridges  built  for  less  than 
the  original  estimates  of  the  Streot  CommisHion- 
ers.  Whether  this  $376,000  will  be  enough  is  a 
question  1  am  not  able  to  answer  at  present;  but 
we  wish  to  say  to  the  Board  and  to  the  taxnayeis 
that  the  whole  cost  ot  constructing  this  street  will 
be  a  gr?at  deal  less  than  the  original  estimate  of 
.$476,000.     What  are  tbe  facts  about  this  Swett- 


street  extension?  It  is  ro  use  to  argue  this 
ques  ion  all  over  again,  and  1  wouldn't  sav  a 
word  at  the  piesent  time  had  t:ere  i  ot  been 
so  many  slurs  thrown  nut  in  the  other  branch. 
The  subject  r,as  been  before  trie  Governmen'  for 
yeai  s  prior  to  1875.  A  Urge  portion  of  the  city  has 
a  direct  interest  in  it,  inasmuch  as  it  is  the  only 
means  ot  communication  tor  the  South  End  and 
the  Highlands  wi'n  South  Boston  and  Dorchester, 
after  you  get  beyond  Dover-street  Bridge.  An- 
other thing:  Here  is  an  immense  ten itory  which 
is  comparatively  worthless  for  purposes  of  taxa- 
tion today;  but  when  this  street  is  completed  all 
that,  land  will  be  brought  into  market;  ano  T  am 
happy  to  inform  the  opponents  of  this  measure 
that  arrang  inents  have  already  bsrii  mane  for 
filViQgup  a  large  part  of  the  land  now  under 
water.  I  understano  tbc-it  sales  of  tbi.t  land  have 
recently  been  tnaae.  I  have  no  doubt  the  comple- 
tion of  S»ett  street  will  be  generally  satisfactory, 
not  only  to  the  present  Board  of  Aldermen  and 
Common  Council  favoring  it,  but  to  every  ex- 
member,  to  those  who  voted  against  it,  and 
to  the  taxpayers,  and  that  the  mcreaseo  tax- 
able valuation  of  the  property  in  tue  im- 
mediate neighborhood  wi.l  yield  a  hanasome 
inteiest  upon  the  cost  of  construe i ion.  If 
we  concur  witu  the  Coancil,  the  committee  will 
have  the  right  to  make  this  contract  with  the 
lailroad  for  raising  the  grade  of  their  road-bed 
and  the  building  of  these  briooes,  ana  that  there 
will  be  money  enough  to  pay  th0  bills  ror  two  or 
three  months  to  coaie,— possibly  ei.o^gb  will  be 
saved  in  the  construction  of  the  street  to  pay  for 
it  entirely.  It  was  the  iaea  of  rhe  chairman  of 
the  Street  Commissioners  originally  to  have  this 
order  come  to  this  Board  in  the  same  form 
that  it  is  now — ihat  we  should  have  au- 
thority to  make  this  contract  ana  charge 
it  ro  the  appropriation  tor  Swett-sireet 
Extension.  It  has  been  intimatjd  in  th-i 
other  bianch  that  it  is  a  good  thing  to  have  this 
Swett-street  matter  com-  betore  the  City  Council 
often.  1  heartily  approve  of  havi&g  that  and  all 
other  measures  com a  b  for^  the  members  ot  the 
City  Council  often,  that  they  aiav  know  how  this 
and  all  otnersuch  works  are  progressing.  But  I  do 
deay  that  there  is  uny  more  reason  why  this  work 
should  come  before  the  City  Council  ot  ten  than 
there  is  for  any  other  work  involvirg  an  expendi- 
ture of  $50,000.  I  have  had  the  honor  to  be  one  of 
the  Committee  on  Streets  for  the  past  five  years, 
and  I  was  not  aware,  until  the  last  meet- 
ing of  the  Council,  that  any  member  of 
that  committee  had  any  reason  to  suspect 
the  honesty  or  the  intentions  of  that 
committee,  it  may  be  that  theie  has  been  reason 
to  suspect  the  ability  of  the  committee,  but  I  was 
not  aware  until  the'  last  meeting  of  the  Common 
Council  that  :>ny  member  of  toat  committee  had 
reason  to  impugne  their  honesty.  I  believe  1  have 
answered  the  question  a<»  to  the  present  situation 
of  thisSwt'tt-stieet  matter.  It  is  nearly  com  pitted, 
I  am  happy  to  inform  tbi-*  Board,  from  Boston 
street  to  the  New  York  &  New  England  Raihoad, 
and  at  very  much  less  expense  than  was  originally 
estimated.  If  this  order  is  concurred  in,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets  will  have  the  right  to  make  a 
bargain  with  the  New  York  &  New  England  Rail- 
road for  the  raising  of  the  graoe  and  the  building 
of  the  brioaes,  and  we  will  no  doubt  be  able 
to  complete  the  >■  bole  vvock  by  the  first  of 
July.  It  is  n't  often,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  you  can 
have  land  given  you  tor  the  construction  ot  a 
street,  and  money  too.  The  abutteis  have  given 
$40,000  in  land  and  $60,000  io  money.  It  is  n't 
otten  that  such  favorable  propositions  are  made 
to  the  city  by  owners  of  leal  ,-scate  in  South  Bos- 
ton or  any  other  section  of  the  city.  I  trust  and 
hope  we  shall  concui  with  the  Council,  anu  Ihat 
we  shall  find  upon  the  completion  of  the  '  treet 
that  the  original  estimates  afford  the  means  to  do 
the  whole  work. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  did  n't  suppose  that  a 
simple  question  would  have  drawn  out  a  long 
speech  from  the  chairman  of  rhc-  Committee  on 
Streets.  W  liar  I  desired  to  know  was  how  these 
contracts  can  be  m.de  aod  signed  and  charged  to 
the  original  appropriation.  The:  committee  said 
this  work  would  Cost  $112,000,  and  askeii  for  a  loan 
therefor.  In  regard  to  any  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets  or  City  Council  having  a  per- 
sonal interest  in  the  measure,  I  certainly  never 
have  suspected  anything  of  that  sort,  and  I  never 
made  any  such  statement.  I  had  occasion  at  the 
close  of  last  year  to  say  1  thought  it  was  a  very 
unwise  expenditure,  and  1  think  so  still.  But  I  do 
not  desire  to  go  into  ihe  merits  of  the  pioject 
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wbich  must  be  carried  out.  But  I  judge 
from  tbe  report  that  tbe  comrniitee  will  need 
tbis  $112,000  be 'ore  making  a  contract  with  the 
.railroad;  and  bow  tbe  contract  cao  be  signed 
without  any  extra  loan  is  what  I  desired  to  in- 
quire of  rhe  ctiairmao  of  the  committee,— wheth- 
er the  present  appropriation  of  $376,000  will  be 
sufficient  to  complete  tbe  street  ano  raise  ibe 
grade  of  the  railroad. 

Alderman  Clark— I  am  perfectly  well  aware  that 
I  have  more  than  answered  tb=  question  of  the  Al- 
derman; but  1  am  not  at  present  able  to  say 
whether  the  $376,000  will  complete  the  entire  work. 
I  think  it  will  build  the  stri-et  and  go  a  lone  way 
towards  paying  w bat  the  New  York  &  ]New  Eng- 
land Railroad  have  agreed  to  do.  It  was  thought 
best  bv  the  Committee  on  Finance  to  borrow  tuts 
$112,000,  knowing  that  if  no  part  of  it  was  needed, 
it  wouid  be  safe  in  the  hands  of  the 
Auditor,  or  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  I 
tbiuk  it  is  a  bast  insinuation  for  any  member 
of  this  Govern  meet  co  cav  that  because  vou  make 
a  loan  of  $100,000  oi  $500,000,  the  money  is 
going  to  be  squandered.  I  behave  that  is  not  the 
way  the  citv's  finatces  have  been  s.dmi.  istered  in 
years  past,  and  I  hope  it  will  not  be  in  years  to 
come.  The  Common  Council  expiessiy  prbbibi'ed 
the  using  of  any  "f  the  appropriation  of  $376,000 
for  raising  tbe  grade  of  the  track  ano  building;  the 
brioge,  so  that  it  we  had  completeu  the  filling  for 
$100,000,  and  bad  $275,000  left,  we  coulo  not  have 
used  a  dollar  of  it  tor  raising  the  grade  of  tnis 
track  or  building  the  badges  wittiout  coming  to 
tbe  City  Council  for  permission  aiid  getting  such 
an  order  passed  as  is  before  us.  By  a  very  large 
majority  the  Common  Council  passed  the  order 
authorizing  the  committee  to  agree  with  the 
railroad  for  raising  the  grade,  btnlcing  the 
bridges  and  changing  it  to  the  Sweet-street  ap- 
propriation. When  ail  that  appropriation  is  used, 
oi  course  the  committee  rnnst  come  tothoCity 
Council  and  ask  for  more  money.  I  believe  that 
contracts  involving  very  much  largsr  expendi- 
tures toan  ibis  are  made  in  tbe  Water  Board,  of 
which  tbe  Alderman  is  a  member,  before  rhe 
money  is  appropriated; and  I  don't  know  but  it 
is  done  in  other  departments.  Of  couise,  this 
amendment,  as  I  understand,  was  presented  by 
one  of  tbe  principal  opponents  of  tbe  measure  in 
the  Council,  for  tbe  expressed  purpose  of  having 
the  committee  come  to  the  City  Council  often  to 
let  them  kcow  now  they  are  getting  along  with 
tbe  work  upon  Sweet  street. 

Tbe  older  to  authorize  tb.9  committee  to  con- 
tract for  raising  tbe  grade,  etc.,  as  amended,  was 
passed  in  concurrence — yeas  12,  nays  0. 

Alderman  Claik  in  tbe  chair. 

STANDARD  LAUNDRY  MACHINE  COMPANY'S  CLAIM. 

A  report  and  order  came  down  to  pay  Standard 
Laundry  Machine  Company  $900  tor  infriogement 
of  patent  by  certain  agents  of  the  city. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  move  that  the  order 
be  referred  to  tbe  next  City  Government.  My 
reasons  are  these:  Wnea  that  claim  came  before 
the  Committee  on  Claims  we  were  informed  that 
there  was  a  patent  on  the  machine,  chat  we  Lad 
infringed  upon  it  and  were  legally  bound.  A  sub- 
committee was  appointed  to  wait  upon  ihe  City 
Solicitor,  who  rulec  in  the  same  way,  and  the  com- 
mittee reported  an  order  to  pay  the  party  $900— 
he  consenting,  after  1wo  or  three  month  =,  to 
take  it.  Since  this  order  went  to  tbe  Com- 
mon Council,  last  Thuisday  veek,  I  have  been 
informed  upon  good  authority  that  the  party  has 
not  a  geuuine  parent;  but  that  there  is  one  deci- 
sion against  it,  tbir,  another  case  is  si il I  on  trial, 
and  that  be  has  co  legal  light  to  collect  this  mon- 
ey, from  the  fact  rhat  h^  has  no  patent  that  will 
stand  in  the  courts.  That  information  came  to 
me  onlv  yesterday,  aud  I  intended  to  see  the  City 
Solicitor  today,  but  had  not  tbe  time.  Therefore 
I  move  that  the  oroer  be  referred  to  the  next  City 
Government,  that  the  next  Committee  on  Claims 
may  investigate  further. 

The  Cbaiiman  suggested  that  that  would  re- 
quire ooncurrent  action,  aud  tbat  to  indefinitely 
postpone  or  lay  on  the  table  would  be  propel. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington,  the  order 
■was  laid  on  the  taole 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  permits  to  John 
Cavanago.  James  Mellen,  William  R.  Cavanagh 
and  John  Quirk  to  move  wooden  buildings,  on  the 
usual  conditions.    Accepted. 


Report  and  order  to  pay  Alonzo  Bowers  $500  for 
grade  damages  on  Marion  street,  East  .Boston. 
Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  edgestones.  paved  gut- 
ters and  sidewalks  and  macadamized  roadvay  on 
Baxter  street.    Order  read  twice  and  pissed. 

Ordered,  Xhat  the  Chief  of  Police  be  authorized 
to  close  Marshall  street,  at  a>  d  near  Hanover 
street,  against  public  travel,  for  such  length  of 
time  as  ne  may  deem  expedient  or  necessary  for 
the  safety  of  tbe  public. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  .order  to  grade  aud  gravel  Norfolk 
avenue,  between  JMa^szine  and  Cottage  streets; 
also,  to  construct  a  plank  walk  on  the  westerly 
side  of  said  street.    Order  read  twice  at  d  p&sssd. 

LAND    DAMAGES. 

Aldetman  Harris,  from  the  Committee  on 
Streets  on  the  part  of  tbe  Boaro,  offeied  an  order 
to  pay  James  J.  Grace  $58.80  for  lata  oamages  in 
wideoing  Baxter  street.    Read  twice  and  passeo. 

ARMORIES 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

Ordered,  That  the  allowance  heretofore  paid  for 
rent  of  Armory  for  Company  G,  First  Regiment 
of  Ii  faulty,  M.  V.  M.,  at  the  corner  of  Union  and 
Marshall  streets,  bo  discontinued  from  and  after 
Dec.  31, 1875. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  armorv  occupied  by  Company 
G.  First  Regiment  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M..  at  No. 
348  Washington  stieec,  be  approved  as  a  suitable 
place  for  the  deposit,  of  arms  and  equipments. 

Read  t-ice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  armory  occupied  by  company 
I,  Ninth  Regiment  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  No. 
339  Broadway,  be  appioved  as  a  suitable  place  for 
the  deposit  of  arms  and  equipments. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered.  That  the  armory  occupied  by  Company 
E,  Ninth  Regiment  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  attho 
corner  of  Harvard  and  Washington  streets,  be  ap- 
pioved  as  a  suitable  place  for  the  deposit  of  arms 
and  equipments. 

Read  twice  and  passed . 

Ordered,  Tbat  the  armory  occupied  bv  Company 
D,  Ninth  Regiment  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  the 
corner  of  Harvard  and  Washington  streets,  be  ap- 
proved as  a  suitable  place  for  the  deposit  of  arms 
acd  equipments. 

Read  twice  audp«sued. 

NEW   COURTHOUSE. 

AHiraoan  Prescott  offeied  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Countv  Buildings,  who  were 
directed  to  examine  the  practicability  and  ex- 
pense of  adding  a  story  or  stories  to  the  present 
court  hou«e,  and  also  to  consider  the  expediency 
of  erecting  a  small  coutr  house  tor  tbe  transact- 
ing of  crimina'  business  either  on  city  land  near 
the  county  jail,  or  in  the  jail  yard,  or  of  enlarging 
the  jail  with  the  view  of  providing  accommoda- 
tion for  ths  crimina]  courts,  reported  as  follows : 
While  your  committee  fully  appreciate  the  need 
ot  greater  accommodations  for  the  transaction  of 
business  by  the  courts, they  aieot  the  opinion  tnat 
no  extensive  altera uots  of  the  present  buildings 
could  be  made  which  would  give  satisfactory  re- 
sults. The  addition  of  one  or  more  stories,  while 
giving  more  room,  would  i  ot  obviate  the  other 
great  objection^  in  the  building,  especially 
the  warn  of  light  and  ventilation.  Any  altera- 
tion which  did  not  include  an  improvement 
in  these  lespects,  in  everv  story  of  the  building, 
woulo  be  incomplete  and  unsatisfactory,  while  to 
alter  tbe  building  with  a  view  of  such  an  im- 
provement would  involve  the  expenoiture  of  an 
amount  ot  moxey  nearly  equalling  the  cost  of  a 
new  builoing.  Believing  i  the  impracticabilitv 
of  altering  the  pi  esent  bunding,  your  committee 
have  considered  the  subject  of  erecting  a  new 
building  upon  the  piesent  site,  and  the  City  Archi- 
tect has  prepared  plan*  for  a  building  containing 
dccomoiodatioris  for  all  civil  courts  and  their  offi- 
cers, together  with  offices  for  tbe  use  of  such  de- 
partments of  the  City  Govern  inent  as  it  might  be 
deemed  desirable  to  locate  there.  The  plan  con- 
templates tbe  erection  of  a  building  five  stories 
high,  and  includes  the  unoccupied  land  around 
the  present  build'ng,  amouoting  to  about  3500 
square  feet,  as  rfgaids  the  erection  of  a  small 
court  house  for  the  transaction  of  criminal 
business,  your  committee  are  unanimously  of 
the  opinion  tbat  it  would  be  for  the  inter- 
est ot  tbe  city  to  erect  such  a  building  and 
remove  all  the  criminal  courts  from  tie  present 
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court  house.  A  plan  has  been  made  by  the 
Cny  Architect  for  a  building  containing  accom- 
modations for  all  tne  criajinal  •  ourts  and  their 
officeis,  to  bi:'  placed  upou  land  owned  by  the  city 
od  North  Grove  street,  adjoining;  the  jail  lot,  and 
which  can  be  buib.  for  about  $60,000.  Tbe  com- 
mittee recoinmsnd  «\he  reference  of  the  subject  to 
the  nextBoaid  of  Aldermen,  with  the  recommend- 
ation that  it  receive  treir  early  attention. 

Accepted,  and  reference  oidered. 

Repoit  accepted  and  deterred  accordingly. 

INSPECTION   OF  PRISONS. 

Alderman  Bui  rage  submitted  the  semi-annual 
report  ot  the  special  committee  to  inspect  the 
prisons  and  houses  ot  detention  in  Suffolk  Coun- 
ty. 

The  special  committee  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
meD,  who  were  appointed  to  inspect  the  pusons 
and  houses  of  detention  in  che  County of  Suffolk;, 
and  make  me  examinations  and  teports  required 
by  the  statutes  of  the  Commonwealth,  beg;  leave 
to  submit  then  second  semi-ann-ial  report  for  the 
municipal  year  1875. 

Your  committee  visited  the  House  of  Coire ction 
ana  ihe  Lunatic  Hospital  at  South  Boston  on  the 
15th  ot  December;  the  Houses  of  Industry  and 
Reformation  at  Deer  Island,  and  the  Suffolk 
Cointy  Jail  on  Cnarles  street,  on  the  22a  of  De- 
cember. Copi"S  of  che  reports,  showing  the  con- 
dition of  the  several  institutions,  ana  covering  the 
facts  required  by  t'..e  statutes,  aid  appended 
hereto. 

All  the  buildings  connected  with  the  institutions 
werefound  to  be  cleau  and  well  ventilated;  the 
inmates  appealed  to  be  under  a  good  state  of  dis- 
cipline, and  no  complaints  of  ill  treatment  or  in- 
sufficiency of  food  were  had. 

Your  committee  would  call  attention  to  the 
crowded  conaition  of  the  buildings  at  De°r  Island. 
Measures  have  recently  been  taken  oy  cue  City 
Council  to  remove  hoys  who  have  been  committed 
to  the  House  of  Reformation  for  truancy,  to  the 
buildings  in  Marcella  street,  lately  used,  for  a 
smallpox  hospital.  If  those  iniuois  committed 
for  vagiancy  and  crime  to  the  saae  iostitution 
could  also  be  lemoved  to  some  other  place, 
and  if  pauoers  could  be  removed  to  Raiosford 
Island,  or  some  other  locality,  much  addinonal 
room  would  oe  available  tor  the  confinement  of 
adult  criminals,  a^d  the  present  buildirgs  might 
be  adequate  tot  some  yeats  to  come;  but  it  steps 
are  not  taken  to  withdraw  one  or  both  of  these 
classes,  l.  e.,  isauoers  and  minors,  from  Deer 
Island,  it  will  become  necessary  at  no  di-'taot  day 
to  erect  additional  buildings  there. 

Since  making  their  first  semi-annual  report,  in 
August  last,  vour  committee  have  had  a  confer- 
ence with  a  committee  of  the  Bodid  of  Directors 
of  Public  Institutions,  for  tb- purpose  of  obtain- 
ing information  respecting  the  manner  in  which 
th«  convtcis  in  our  institutions  are  employed,  and 
upou  the  general  subject  of  the  employment  of 
criminals. 

The  foil  .wing  i^  a  condensed  statement  of  the 
results  of  the  different  kinds  of  labor  in  the  House 
of  Correction : 

1873-74. 

Received  for  manufacturing  clothing $28,639.44 

Less  paid  for  new  sewing  and  pressing 

machines $4,327.90 

Less  paid  for  trimmings  for  clothing 

made 8,196.28 

Less  pai  ^1  for  expense  fitting  up  sewing 

rooms 869.68 

Less  paid  tor  shears,  needles  and  re- 
pairs to  machines 438.83 

Less  paid  for  insurance  on  stock 187.50 

"       "       twine  for  bundles 22.20 

"       "       services  of  cutter 583.33 

14,625.72 

Net  receipts  from  manufacturing  clothing $14,013.72 

Received  for  manufacturing  brushes 13,676.76 

"  "    shoes  and  slippers 11,438.65 

Net  recipts $39,129.13 


•Average  number  of  prisoners  employed  daily  on 
clothing,  part  of  the  time  idle,  190. 

Average  number  employed  daily  on  brushes, 
worked  six  moatns  (half  time),  60. 

Average  numfcpr  employed  daily  on  slippers, 
six  montns  (b?lt  time),  50;  or, 

190  men  on  clothing  earned $73.75  each 

60     "      "brushes        "       227.94     " 

50     "      "   slippers       "       228.77     " 


1874-75. 

Received  for  manufacturing  clothing $32,309.34 

Less  paid  for  trimmings  for  same $11,223.01 

Less  paid  for  new  sewing  machines, 

repairs  and  needles 3,686.93 

Less  paid  for  insurance  on  stock 187.50 

Less  paid  tailors'  shears  and  repairing        71.55 

Less  paid  twine  for  bundles 11.60 

Less  paid  services  of  cutter 1,191.67 

16,371.36 

Net  receipts  for  manufacturing  clothing $15,937.98 

Received  for  manufacturing  slippers 6,802.64 

Received  for  manufacturing  brushes 3,108.00 

Net  receipts $25,848.62 


Average  number  employed  daily  on  clothing* 
part  ot  the  time  idle,  200. 

Average  number  t-uinloyed  daily  on  slippers, 
half  time  (six  months),  45. 

Average  Bua.ber  employed  daily  o-i  brushes, 
half  time,  from  May  1  to  August  1,  1874  (three 
months),  60,  or,  , 

200  men  on  clothing  earned $79.68  each, 

45     '    '"sippers        "      $151.17    " 

60      "     "brushes        "      $51.80    " 

or  at  the  1  at=  of  $207.20  dt  aocum. 

Fiona  information  whicn  is  paniy  given  by  the 
foregoing  statement,  it  apueaistbat  if  sufficient 
contract  work,  by  which  the  labor  of  prisoners  is 
sold  at  a  cert?ir.  sum  per  day,  could  be  procured, 
it  would  be  much  more  piofitabV.  thac  the  busi- 
ness of  manufacturing  c  othmg  and  furnishing 
the  tmmm.ings,  as  it  is  no  /  carrieo  on. 

Aside  from  pecuniary  co LSioer»tions,  tt  is  gen- 
erally conceded  to  be  against  sound  public  policy 
for  G-oremment  to  engage  in  business  any  fur- 
ther than  may  be  necessary  ia  the  performance  of 
its  legitimate  functions. 

It  would  therefore  seem  desirable  to  make  ar- 
langements  for  selling  tue  labor  of  the  convicts  to 
cootraciois,  even  at  a  very  low  price,  if  sufficient 
work  can  thus  be  found  to  keep'the  prisoners  em- 
ployee. 

But  your  committee  are  impresssed  with  tae 
importance  of  keeping  prisoners  employed,  be- 
lieving that  it  is  necessary  alike  for  their  physical 
and  moral  w-U-being,  and  if  sufficient  contract 
work  cannot  be  procured,  it  onlv  remains  to  con- 
tinue the  w oik  of  manufacturing  under  the  pres- 
ent system.  In  this  connection  your  committee 
desire  to  apwrov*  of  the.  establishment  of  a  school 
at  the  House  of  Correction,  as  set  forth  in  the 
report  ot  the  Master.  It  is  certainly  a  most  com- 
mendable mfthoa  ot  obviating  the  demoializing 
effects  of  enforced  idleness  upon  the  convicts, 
and  no  doubt  will  be  ol  benefit  io  them  hereafter. 

By  the  present  mode  of  keeping  the  accounts  of 
the  institutions,  it  is  not  easv  to  get  at  ihe  net  re- 
sults of  the  mdustty  of  the  onsonsrs,  aad  your 
committee  would  recommend  that  a  manufactur- 
ing account  be  kept,  which  shall  be  charged  with 
everything  puichased  for  the  use  of  the  uanufne- 
turiflg  as-partmenr,  and  creditec.  with  everything 
manufactured,  including  clothing  and  other  arti- 
cles made  for  the  use  of  the  inmates  of  tha  insti- 
tutions, at  the  estimated  cost  thereof,  a  record 
also  being  kept  of  t;.e  time  of  the  men  employed. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

ALVAH    A-.  BrjRRAGE. 

Hugh  O'Brien. 

William  Pope. 

Committee  of  Inspectors. 
Appended  to  the  report  are  the  statistics  as  fol- 
lows: 

The  House  of  Correction  reports  that  since  July 
14,  the  number  of  prisoners  committed  was  346 
malrsani  38  females;  discharged,  301  m?,les  and 
40femaies;  remaining,  527  males  and  62  femaies, 
or  a  total  at  present  ot  589.  The  general  health  ot 
the  prison  has  been  good,  th*  prevailing  sickness 
baiug  consumption.  In  consequence  of  a  scarcity 
ot  work,  a  school  tor  the  prisoners  has  be»n  estab- 
lished. The  inmates  have  been  partially  employed 
making  slippers  and  contract  clothing.  Superin- 
tendent Walker  of  the  Lunatic  Hospital  reports  that 
since  July  14  the  number  of  patients  admitted  to 
that  institution  was  6  me o  and  15  women;  under 
treatment  during  the  term,  222  discharged, 9  males 
and 7 female? ,o(  which 6  had  recover ed,l improved, 
3  were  unimpioved  andt6  had  died.  The  number  re- 
maining is  98  males  and  108  femai<  s.  The  library 
of  the  hospital  numbers  1200  volumes,  with  200 
other  volumes  of  magazines  and  illustrated  pa- 
pers. Superintendent  Whiton,  of  the  Deer  Inland 
institutions,  rpports  on  the  House  of  Industry  as 
follows:  Number  ot  prisoners  remaining  July  19, 
1875,  men,  472;  women,  338;  total,  810;  committed 
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from  July  20  to  Dec.  21,  inclusive,  3417;  dischsrg- 
eci  Irom  July  20  to  Dec.  21,  inclusive,  3329;  re- 
maining Dec".  21, 1875,  mei ,  597;  women,  301;  total. 
898.  Discharged,  by  exoiratiou  of  sentence,  2575; 
by  paymeut  of  fi  es  and  costs,  516;  pardoned  by 
directors,  226;  died,  5;  escaped,  4;  sent  to  tbe  in- 
sane asylum,  3;  total,  3329.  There  were  204  hoys 
and  17  girls,  a  total  of  281,  at  tbe  House  of  Refor- 
mation iu  july.  Smce  that  time  94  boys  a>.  d  4 
girls  have  been  committed,  and  82  boys  and  3  girls 
discharged.  The  number  remaining  Dec.  21  was 
294,  of  which  276  were  boys  and  18  girls.  Of  the 
discharges  57  were  by  reason  ot  expiration  of  sen- 
tence, and  28  weie  put  on  probation,  of  which 
number  26  were  boys  and  2  girls,.  Sheriff  Cla-j  fe 
tepoits  that  me  total  r. umber  of  prisoners  at  Suf- 
folk County  Jail  Deo.  22  was  215;  number  com- 
mitted from  July  20  to  Dec.  21,  1402.  During  the 
tei  m  no  ceat.i-,  no  case.*  of  sickness,  and  no  es- 
capes have  occuned."  The  large  sashes  of  the 
mam  jail  building,  which  sere  in  bad  order,  have 
been  thoroughly  repaired  by  prison  laboi,  without 
any  cost  to  the  county,  except  a  small  one  for 
mat-rial,  and  ths  geoeiai  condition  of  the  jail 
buildings,  now  is  good. 
Placed  ou  file. 

LANTERN. 

Alderman  Burrage  simroitred  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Police  in  favor  of  si  anting  a  per- 
mit io  Carl  Lore-Men  to  maintain  a  plain  unlet- 
tered lantern  at  10  Avery  street,  provided  it  is  se- 
cured satisfactory  to  th-  Inspecror  of  Builoiugs. 
Accepted. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS    REFERRED. 

Alderman  Stebbus  offered  the  following: 
Ordered.Tbat  all  matters  of  an  unfiuishe,  dnature 
in  the  hand*  of  i  tie  several  .-'landing    committees 
of  this  Board   be  referred  to   the  next  Board  of 
Aldermen. 
Read  twice  aadpassad. 

POLICE  NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Alderman  Burrage  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committer  on  Police  recommending  ths  confirma- 
tion of  the  lollowing  executive  nominations  for 
police  officers: 

George  H.  Hobson,  Henry  Dawson,  Lawrence 
H.  Seston,  Arthur  W.  Newcomb,  William  J. 
Sweeney,  Everett  P.  Sanborn,  John  Ebert,  George 
W.  Payne,  Matthew  W.  Kennedy. 

Re-port  accepted,  and  said  nominaitious  con- 
firmed. 

THE    FINAL    PROCEEDINGS. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  followiog: 
Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Board  be  and 
they  are  hereby  tendered  to  our  associate,  John 
T.  Clark,  Esq.,  for  the  very  satisfactory  manner  iu 
which  he  has  discharged  the  duties  of  Chairman 
of  tne  Board  during  the  past  year,  and  especially 
for  ihe  constant  aod  punctual  attendance  at  all  of 
its  meetings  and  for  the  despatch  and  method 
which  he  has  manifested  while  in  the  ch  lr,  by 
which  the  labors  of  the  Board  have  been  greatly 
lightened  and  tbe  business  of  the  ciiy  correspond- 
ingly forwarded. 

Alderman  Pow?r — Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  tin- 
avoid  dblv  been  absent  from  the  city  for  the  past 
few  days,  or  I  should  have  prepared  something 
appiopiiate  io  say  up<>n  this  occasion.  Having 
been  honored  with  a  seat  at  this  Board  for  the 
past  four  years.  I  suppose  I  might  reasonably  be 
excused  for  saying  something,  aid  I  nope  it 
may  not  be  considered  egotism  if,  in  rising  to  ad- 
vocate this  resolution,  I  speak  io  terms  of  com- 
mendation of  trie  Govemaidu.'  of  ihichlhave 
formed  a  part.  Inhink  1  maybe  excused  for  so 
doing,  from  the  face  that  the  citizens  and  tax- 
payers, the  bone  and  sinew  of  the  community, 
have  indorsed  the  Government  of  T,hicb  I  have 
been  a  part.  I  \«ish  to  say  to  my  associate*,  from 
whom  I  am  about,  to  part,  that  it  aoything  I  have 
dene  whil«  I  have  been  here  has  ever  given  them 
one  moment's  pain,  I  hope  they  will  look  at  the 
charitable  side  ot  it:  and  that  if  in  the  manner  in 
which  I  have  acted  here  I  have  done  anything  de- 
serving of  their  commendation,  Ihope  it  may  stim- 
ulate lhem  to  follow  in  tbe  right  path  when  I  am 
gone,  aad  to  act  in  the  interest  of  good  govern- 
ment, foi  if  my  actions  have  any  such  effect  I 
shall  feel  anroly  iewarded.  It  was  said  before  tbe 
last  election  that  this  was  a  Government  of 
rings'  and  of  corrupt  influences.  Having  been 
here  four  yea's,  1  can  say  that  I  fail  to  feuow  of 
any  ring  or  corruption,  ot  of  any  of  my  associates 
countenancing  anythiog  that  had  the  ap- 
pearance of  corruption  about  it.  On  the 
contrary,  I  can   testify    that  my  associates  have 


faithfully  attended  to  the  interests  of  t  he  city  and 
of  those  vho  seat  them  here.  The  oi.Iyrln^rs  I 
have  known  ot  are  outside  the  City  Government. 
We  have  been  surrounded  with  rings  of  office- 
seekers  and  jobbers  who  have  tad  azes  to  grind. 
Those  ara  the  riDgs  we  have  kept  away,  and  they 
are  all  the  rings  I  know  anything  about.  In  leav- 
ing here  I  must  say  I  feel  proud  to  cocgratulate 
the  citizens  of  Boston— those  wbo  furnish  the 
means  co  run  this  Government—  on  the  ability  and 
integrity  of  my  successors,  and  on  the  character 
of  the  Government  which  I  leave  behind  me.  The 
people  of  Boston  have  good  reason  to  congratulate 
themselves  upon  such  a  Government  as  they  will 
baveduiingthe coming  municipal  year;  and',  sir,  I 
feel  proud  ot  the  opportunity  to  say  that  I  indorse 
that  re.-olutiou.  1  thank  the  Chairman  and  everv 
member  of  thi'  Board  for  the  many  nets  of  kind- 
ness which  have  been  shown  t'>  me  upon  all  occa- 
sions. Unoersome  cireuuistanees  1  might  have 
left  this  Board  with  a  great  oeal  of  regret  and 
misgiving,  but,  ir,  as  I  said  before,  I  leave  it  with 
pleasure,  for  I  feel  that  the  Government  is  going 
mto  the  trends  of  those  who  will  sa<reoly  guara 
the  city's  mterests.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  cheerfully 
indorse  that  resolution.  It  is  not  necessary  for 
me  to  cay  anything  more,  for  I  know  jou  truly 
realize  my  feelings  towards  vou.  Words  are  not 
at  my  commauci  at  this  time  to  properly  express 
the  fefli-rg  of  kinoness  that  I  entertain  for  you 
and  every  other  member  of  thi ,  Board. 

Aioermau  Qurncy — At  the  risk  of  seemiig  to 
contribute  my  share  to  the  proceedings  of  tbe 
mutual  admiration  society  into  which  it,  is  some- 
times said  that  legislative  and  municipal  bodies 
resolve  themselves  ourii  g  their  las'  moments,  I 
must  yet  ver, ture  to  express  mv  honest  conviction 
that  no  Board  of  Aldermen  can  ever  have  ssp- 
arared  in  this  building  at  rhe  cio^e  of  a  year's  la- 
bor togethei  in  tne  municipal  harness  with  a  more 
universal  feelin«  of  respect  for  each  otcer's  prin- 
ciple, ability,  industrv  an«i  indepecdeice,  than  do 
the  members  of  thisBoatd,  which  is  now,  as  such, 
about  to  cease  to  exist.  Happily  tbeie  is  every 
reason  to  hope  and  expect  that  the  labors  of  our 
successors  will  be  no  less  energetic,  and  in  some 
respects  may  perhaps  he  crownea  vitti  greater 
success  than  oar  own  hive  been, — more  conscien- 
tious ana  assidr.oustb.au  ve  in  endeavoriug  to 
promote  the  city's  interests  according  to  our  best 
lights  and  opportunities,  we  mav  honestlv  believe 
rhai  they  will  not  be.  Those  of  us  who  retire  mav 
pernapi  b's  allowed  to  congratulate  the  city  in  re- 
taining the  services  of  those  who  will  return, 
more  especially  those  of  our  Chief  Magi  trate  and 
of  the  Chairman  wno  h<ts  so  ably,  impartially  aDd 
courteously  presided  over  our  labors  during  the 
year.  And  if  any  of  us  who  ittiie,  sir,  are  inebnad 
to  regit r  The  loss  of  the  opportunity  for  further 
service,  may  we  not  at  least  reflecr  ths*t  tne  con- 
sciousness of  haviog  pursued  the  path  honestly 
believed  to  be  tor  the  best  interest  of  th"  whole 
city,  unswerved  by  local  pressure  or  external  in- 
fluence, however  powerful,  is  a  satisfaction  which 
nothing  can  outweigh  ? 

Aldcman  Prescott  —  Mr.  Clerk:  It  is  fitting, 
at  this  closing  hour  or  our  year's  labor 
that  we  should  pass  the  vote  nosy  be- 
fore the  Board  io  honor  of  our  worthy 
Chairman.  I  coroiallv  indorse  it  and  the  senti- 
ments which  have  bee  a  expressed  in  regard  to  it. 
Our  Chairman  has  cert>inly  presided  over  our 
deliberations  with  dignity,  sbility  and  fairness, 
and  conducted  the  business  of  the  Board,  I  be- 
lieve, with  a  promptness  which  has  bteo  gratify- 
ing to  us  all.  A  large  majority  of  the  orders  that 
have  come  before  us  have  necessarily  bean  of  a 
formal  and  repetitive  character,  and  though  wea- 
risome at  times  to  us,  ihey  must  have  been  doubly 
so  to  our  Chairman.  We  have  not  always  been 
belo  stiictly  to  parliamentary  rule,  but  have  been 
allowed  a  fieedom  of  debate  not  detrimental  to 
the  public  service.  I  desire  to  acknowledge  the 
courtesy  and  forbearance  shown  me  ooth  by  our 
worthy  Chairman  and  by  every  individual  member 
of  this  Board.  If ,  in  the  excitement  of  the  hour 
or  the  heat  of  debate,  1  have  not  shown  such  cour- 
tesy to  others,  I  ask  that  it  may  not  iue  remem- 
bered again-t  me, 

The  municipal  year,  whose  hours  are  now  almost 
counted,  has  not  been  an  unimportant  one.  Some 
of  the  most  important  questions  ever  brought  to 
the  attention  ot  the  Government  since  its  first  or- 
ganization as  a  city  have  engaged  our  attention. 
In  considsnng  the  necessity  ot  a  chaDge  in  the 
management  of  our  municipal  affairs,  which  was 
brought  to  out  attention  early  in  the  year,  we 
have  naturally  looked  back  to  that  first  day  of 
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May,  1822,  when  John  Phillips  was  inaugurated  ax 
Faneuil  Hall  as  tre  first  Mayor  of  Boston,  and  our 
first  city  chaiter,  enclosed  in  a  silver  case,  was,  by 
the  chairman  of  the  Boara  of  Selectmen,  then  laiu 
upon  the  table  in  front  of  the  first  City  Council. 
Verv  many  of  the  best  townsman  'ooked  with  se- 
rious misgiving  upon  the  change  then  inaugu- 
rated. 

The  question  submuted  to  the  people  on  the 
7tb  ot  Jan uary,  1822,  had  shown  that  in  a  tocal 
vote  of  cearly  five  thousand,  a  majority  ot  only 
640  were  in  favor  of  changing  Uie  name  of  "Town 
of  Boston"  to  that  of  "City  of  Eostou." 

Shad  we  recall  what  Boston  then  was,  Mr. 
Chairman,  and  ask  what  she  is  toaay?  Her 
growth  and  prospeiity  during  tbe  holf-century 
♦bat  has  elapsed  are  themes  ot  just  pnde.  A 
territory  of  three  or  four  square  miles  has  been 
increased  by  annexation  and  otherwise  to  a  terri- 
tory of  thirty-five  square  miles,  her  valuation  has 
increased  from  less  than  thirty  million  dollars  to 
eighc  hundreo  milliors,  and  her  population  from 
forty-five  thousand  to  upwards  of  a  third  of  a 
million.  Such  statistics  are  indeed  gratifying, 
but  let  us  not  forget  that  when  the  Selectmen  of 
ihe  town  turnea  over  to  the  i  ew  authorities 
The  tovtn  .records  and  title  deeds,  the  sole 
existing  debt  to  be  provided  for  was  only 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  whereas  toaay  our 
wonhv  Auditor  would  tell  us  that  our  balance 
sheet  shows  %u  indebtedness  of  upwards  of  twen- 
ly-niue  millions.  Let  us  also  reinember  that  the 
first  year  of  the  city  required  for  current  expan- 
ses less  than  a  quarter  cf  a  million  of  dollars,  but 
that  the  City  Council  the  present  municipal  year 
finds  it  necessary  to  tax  its  citizens  tor  such  cur- 
rent expenses  about  twelve  millions,  and  that  to 
obtain  this  sum  the  rate  of  taxation  has  been 
doubled. 

Such  statistics,  Mr.  Chairman,  furnish  food  for 
much  thought  aud  consideration,  a<d  I  look  back 
upon  the  past  year  with  much  satisfaction  in  re- 
membering bow  many  hours  we  have  spent  in 
considering  the  growth  ot  our  city,  its  present 
condition  and  its  future  needs.  We  have  found 
much  diversity  of  opinion  necessaiily.when  a  rad- 
ical change  ot  the  conductof  our  municipal  affairs 
has  been  under  debate,  but  the  best  interest  of 
the  city  has,  I  surely  believe,  been  the  sole  desire 
of  all.  I  feel  verv  strongly  that  some  chaages  in 
the  administration  of  the  more  important  depart- 
ments of  tbe  Govoroment,  with  the  view  of  con- 
ducting them  more  efficiently  aua  economically, 
will  oeforelong  commend  itself  to  many  who  hes- 
itate now.  The  duties  of  the  members  of  this 
Board  must  be  very  {considerably  diminished  to 
have  them  well  parformeo.  Mayor  Quiucy,  in  bis 
inaugural,  January,  1827,  said  the  gratuitous  la- 
bois  oi  the  Bovd'of  Aldermen  "ought  bv  every 
possible  precantiooarymeasure  to  o-  diminished." 
The  increase  of  the  city's  business  since  that,  time 
I  wUl  not  attempt  to  show,  for  it  is  evident  to  all. 
The  amount  exnei  ded  in  some  single  departments 
now  is  more  than  three  times  as  great  as  the 
whole  appropriation  bill  then;  a  single  committee 
bas  had  nearly  a  thousand  petitions  refened  to  it 
daring  t>  e  municipal  year  just  closing. 

Mr.  Chairman — The  year's  work  is  done,  and  I 
feel  that  it  has  been  a<  wall  done  as  could  have 
been,  utder  the  circumstances,  reasonably  ex- 
pected. 

Our  labois  here  have  indeed  been  ooerou'.-, 
bur  friendships  havd  been  formed  which  I  trust 
will  close  only  with  life  itself.  Wa  have  been 
brought  into"dj,ily  intercourse  with  the  Chief 
Magistrat ••  of  the  city,  and  fouDd  in  him  a  puie, 
honest,  conscientious  m&u,  with  naught  but  the 
interest  of  tne  citv  at  heart.  The  cu'tomaiy  vote 
of  thanks  to  bim  we  do  not  pass  todav,for  it  is 
his  desire  that  we  should  not.  The  citizens  of 
Boston  have  already  passed  their  vote  in  >egard 
to  bim,  and  the  voice  of  the  people  is  far  greater 
than  ours. 

Oui  worthy  City  Clerk,  whose  mucb-respected 
lather  was  ejected  Clerk  of  the  city  at  the  fuse 
formation  of  the  Government  in  Faneuil  Hall,  has 
been  the  same  faithful,  courieous,  able  officer  as 
in  the  past.  May  his  life  be  long  spared  and  his 
services  retained  by  the  city. 

And  notv,  Mr.  Chairman,  standing  lr-re  for  the 
last  tine,  after  a  continuous  service  of  two  years 
in  this  Board  and  five  years  in  the  School  Depart- 
ment, I  bid  farewell  t>  these  scenes  with  the 
single  rei> ret  that  I  have  not  done  better  service 
for  my  native  city.  For  my  associates  id  this 
body  I  shall  ever  entertain  more  than  kindly  feel- 
ings. The  recollections  of  the  past  year  will  bring- 
up  many  pleasant  memories  in  the  future. 


May  the  centennial  year  of  the  republic  upon 
which  we  are  just  entering  be  a  happv  and  pros- 
perous one  for  Bo-^on.  Mav  all  the  departments 
of  tbe  Government  be  conductbd  efficiently,  eco- 
nomically, justl>.  May  her  schools,  her  libraries, 
her  hospitals,  her  charities  be  worthy  cf  her. 

The  question  was  put  bv  the  City  Clerk  and  the 
'  resolution  was  a  Jopted  by  a  unanimous  rising  vote. 

The  Chairman  said- 
Gentlemen  of  the  Board  of  Aidetraen — A.I  this 
our  find  meeting  as  members  of  the  Citv  Council 
of  1875,  I  desire  to  express  to  you  my  sincere 
thanks  for  the  uniform  kindness  and  courtesy 
which  you  have  extended  to  me  as  on=  of  your 
associates;  and  most  especially  I  thank  you  tor  the 
friendly  consideration  wbieh  you  have  at  all  times 
,  so  geuerously  accorded  *o  me  while  presiding  over 
your  deliberations. 

With  your  aid  and  forbearance  tbs  duties  of  the 
office  have  beer  asouice  of  pleasure  which  other- 
wise might  have  oeen  attended  with  anxiety  and 
care. 

Your  officia1  duties  will  soon  be  at  an  end,  the 
great  inerease  of  business  in  the  various  depart- 
ments of  the  city  has  required  an  unusual  amount 
of  your  tire  and  atcention,  your  services  have 
been  ca  efuily  and  cheerfully  re-ioered.  and  your 
fidelity  to  the  great  tr'.isi  confi  led  to  your  keeping 
entitles  you  to  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all 
who  desire  an  bonesc  municipal  administration. 

The  oast  year  has  b^en  one  ol  gieat  financial 
depression;  retrenchment  and  economy  in  the 
transaction  of  public  as  well  as  private  business 
has  beeo  imperatively  di-maoded.  I  believe  that 
all  measures  submitted  to  you  involving  the  ex- 
penditure of  public  money  hive  been  carefully 
scrutinized  and  thoroughly  discusstd,andtnat  none 
have  met  with  your  approval  which  you  dirt  not 
honastly  believe  to  b^  for  the  best  interest  of  the 
city. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  a  report  of 
the  commission  appointed  to  diaft  a  new  city 
ehaiter  was  pre«euted  for  your  coDsiOe ration.  The 
joint  special  committee  to  whom  it  was  referred 
after  weeks  of  continuous  meetings,  reported  to 
you  the  result  of  their  labors. 

The  subject  «  as  immpaiately  taken  up,  and  tha 
charter  as  it  came  from  the  han.ts  of  the  commis- 
sioa,  with  the  amendments  and  alterations  sug- 
gested by  the  committee,  was  considered  section 
by  secriou,  not  only  at  the  regular  meetings  of 
the  Board,  but  at  meetings  called  expressly  for 
the  purpose,  ana  after  matting  such  changes  as 
you  oelieved  to  be  juoidious,  it  was  passed  and 
sent  to  the  other  hrancn  for  concurrence. 

Having  faithfully  performed  its  dutv  with  re- 
gard to  this  veirv  important  measure,  this  Board 
can  in  no  way  be  held  responsible  for  its  failure. 
Early  in  the  year,  bv  the  death  or  the 
late  City  Treasurer,  th«  city  was  oeprived 
of  an  official  wtn>s  long  and  faithful  ser- 
vices and  unquestioned  fidelity  had  won  for  him 
the  confidence  and  esceeno  of  the  entire  commu- 
nity. After  hi.  death  it  was  ibougnt  expedient 
to  divide  the  duties  of  the  office  and  make  tne  col- 
lecting and  disbnr-ing  departments  separate  and 
distinct.  This  ban  been  cooe,  aod  the  better  fa- 
cilities afforded  for  the  transaction  of  the  public 
business  demonstrates  the  wisdom  of  tbe  change. 

Wiih  the  exception  of  the  Swett-street  improve- 
ment, the  commencement  of  the  work  of  provid- 
ing for  an  additional  wat'-r  supply  from  the  Sud- 
bury River  no  projects  involving  lar=e  expendi- 
tures have  been  adopted  duiii.g  the  year . 

Swett  street,  when  completed,  will  prove  a  great 
public  convenience,  affording  as  it  sviU  a  inuch- 
need-Hl  means  ot  communication  between  Dorches- 
te*-,  South  Boston,  the  southe  n  section  of  the  city 
and  the  Highlands  and  rendering  available  for  busi- 
ness, surposes  a  larg  -  territory  nithetto  complete- 
ly iolated  and  comparatively  worthless  for  the 
assi  ssmenc  of  laxes. 

The  importance  of  providing  th->city  with  an 
ample  supply  of  pure  water  fully  warrants  tne 
lar^e  appropriations  made  for  that  puroose,  ind 
there  is  no  iec,son  to  doubc  that  upon  the  comple- 
tion of  th°  wotk  commenced  under  your  adminis- 
tration the  city  will  be  abundantly  supplied  for 
many  years  to  come. 

A  laboi  requiring  very  careful  and  delicate 
handling  has  been  the  redivision  of  the  wards.  A 
vast  amount  of  earnest  work  has  been  performed 
to  so  alter  tne  old  boundaries  as  to  give  (as  far  as 
possible)  an  equal  representation  and  general 
satisfaction  to  all  sections  of  the  ci*y.  This  work 
I  believe  bas  been  done  honestly  and  with 
aneaicest  desire  to  Ijromoie  the  best  interf  st  of 
the  city  without  any  reference  as  to  its  politica- 
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effect.  Among  the  important  events  of  the 
year  which  you  helped  to  inaugurate  and  carry 
out  so  successfully,  the  celebration  of  the  centen- 
nial anniversary  of  the  battLe  of  Bunker  Hill  oc- 
upies  an  important  position,  The  bringing  to- 
gether of  the  represents  tive<  of  the  seveial  sec- 
rions  of  the  country,  especiallv  those  of  the  North 
and  the  South  who  had  so  recently  been  brought 
fece  to  face,  not  to  celebrate  some  great  event  in 
the  history  of  the  nation,  but  as  deadly  foes  upon 
the  field  of  battle,  was  an  event  which  wiU  never 
be  forgotten.  And  the  warm  greeting  accorded  to 
oui  Southern  visitors  aud  the  fraternal  spirit  with 
which  it  was  received  has  nad  a  most  auspicious 
effect  in  promoting  jeconciliation  and  restoring 
the  spirit  of  1775  between  ths  Northern  and  South- 
ern Stares  of  the  Union.  The  letter  lecently  re- 
ceived by  his  Honor  the  Mayor  fiom  the  Mayor  of 
Galveston,  Texas,  is  but  one  ot  the  many  evi- 
dences of  the  gooQ  effect  of  that  glorious  occa- 
sion. 

I  have  mentioned  only  a  very  few  of  the  impor- 
tant subjects  which  vou  have  been  called  upon  to 
consider,   not  deeming  it  cecesssry  to  take  up 


your  time  in  an  extended  review  of  the  work  of 
the  year,  tour  record  is  made  up,  and  I  believe 
that  it  will  not  sufEer  by  companson  with  that  of 
any  of  your  predecessors. 

I  desire  to  expiess  my  sense  of  deep  obligation, 
and  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  City  Clerk  for  the 
assistance  which  he  has  at  all  times  so  cheerfully 
rendered. 

Gentlemen,  again  I  thank  you  for  your  kind- 
ness and  for  the  sentiments  expressed  io  the  reso- 
lution which  you  have  so  unanimously  adopted.  I 
shall  remember  with  grateful  pleasure  the  hours 
ot  official  anu  friendly  intercourse  passed  with 
you  during  tue  year  now  brought  to  a  close. 

Gentlemen,  I  await  your  pleasure. 

Aldermaij'Burrage  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  final  proceedings  of  this 
Board,  together  with  the  address  ot  the  Chair- 
man, be  minted  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  the 
Government. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris,  the  Board  ad- 
journed sine  die. 
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